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OF LATE, your editorialist has found himself in sharp

disagreement with Allied and its tactics, if not
always with some of its objectives. This is so because
that group openly supports one point of view by lip
service, and full, yet covertly, by the confidential memorandum route, encourages something else. The two are
easy to understand, but hard to reconcile.
On closer common ground, however, is a general point
emphasized by Colonel H. A. Cole in his address before
the M-G-M sales convention in Chicago. He was talking
about those two irreconcilables — the buyer and the
seller — and was saying this:
"You wunt to sell lor as, much and I want to buy for as
little as possible. This is inescapable and, if held within due
bounds, is healthful. It is the life of trade. But, for this
civilized form of warfare to be waged with the best results,
it is necessary that both parties be free agents. The law recognizes that when one party to a supposed contract has been
induced to sign by fraud, coercion or duress, there is no contract. The abused party cannot be held. But, if he must have
the products that are the subjects of the contract, if he cannot
get them elsewhere under better terms, then the coercion and
duress may be very real and yet he cannot repudiate the
contract because to do so he would have to forego the products
he

By way
with:
"A

must

have."

of further developing

seller dealing

with a

buyer

owes a duty to the industry, to
press him so hard as to deprive
The motion picture business is
and terms are not regulated by
of a monopolistic power is what

the point, Cole continued

in that helpless situation

society and to the law not to
him of a means of livelihood.
not a public utility, its prices
law; but the arbitrary exercise
has caused other industries to

be

classified as public utilities. Therefore, a sense of responsibility to the public in general, as well as an enlightened
self-interest, should admonish a distributor not to drive too
hard a bargain simply because an exhibitor must have his
pictures. Now more than ever before it is to the interest of

the

distributors

force

them

And

this:

to

keep

the

exhibitors

in

business;

not

to

out."

"Not only must the
the matter of draining

distributors exercise
off theatre earnings,,

some restraint in
unless they want

to kill the goose that lays the shiny eggs, but they must preserve the right of the exhibitor to bargain in respect of terms
and conditions that greatly affect his earning power. The
buyer — and here I speak for the subsequent run exhibitor —
must be free to make his contract with the seller unhindered
by terms and conditions imposed by third persons, who are
not parties to the transaction The crudest concepts of individual freedom imply this. And now the highest court in the
land has laid down that very principle for the guidance of
this industry. Like it or not, it is the law. For my part, I
should think you would like it. Countless exhibitors have told
me that they got along all right with the
change managers; that the latter were
better terms than they were receiving;
tied and their policy was dictated by
insisted on writing their terms into the
distributors

and

the subsequent

runs."

G. Pormby,

Manager
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film salesmen and exanxious to grant them
that their hands were
the large buyers who
contracts between the

ORDER,

BUT-

Here is a two-way approach. One dips into the matter
of dollars the exhibitor must pay for his product and
that's dipping into plenty of trouble. It will be agreed
widely and at once that the distributor ought to see to
it none of his accounts is forced to the wall because of
terms of the film buy. Yet, in that connection and as
unsatisfactory from the broad viewpoint as it may be,
it also may be that Cole has largely answered his own
question when he points out the seller is after what he
can get and the buyer for as little as he can get it.
The distributor owns the copyrighted merchandise and
the exhibitor, of course, has to have it. This gradually
establishes a mutuality of interest leading to a final
agreement, no matter who wins. It also ought to be
remembered that, if Cole is suggesting a slight application of whitewash for the exhibitor that the man running the theatre is not always as much of the victim as
the man selling the film is the villain. Both know how
to take care of themselves. And neither is a lily.
On clearance, the situation is not quite the same, however. The present evil of exorbitant protection exacted
by mass buying power, the inequity in its conception
and the damage in its application have been heading
for trouble for years. Any quick observer of the scene
recognized long ago either an ultimate blow-up with the
bonfire touched off by legal decision which the Supreme
Court opinion in the Interstate case may turn out to be,
or changes growing out of better judgment, voluntarily
exercised from the inside.
The faster way probably will be through court mandate, or fear of it, because, as business conducts itself,
it normally refuses to give up practices which seem to
have taken on the coloration of rights.
Against

reasonable

protection

for the first run

with

its investment, its large seating capacity and its consequent ability to pay more, there never has been any
dispute. Against protection which permits a single chain
to control an entire state through a series of overlapping,
circular walls surrounding each of its first runs, there
is all the dispute. A system such as this cannot hope to
stand forever. Neither has it that right.
Through this spy glass, the situation emerges a knotty
and troublesome one. It is a very tall order, indeed, to
readjust an entire industry sprawling over an entire nation. Yet, these are the times when readjustments that
recognize the rights of others beyond those chosen, or
self-nominated, seem finally destined to prevail. How
fast? Through what pressure? By what exact formula?
These questions find us looking out the window.

1

MORE PERCENTERS IN HIGHER RRACKETS FOR
'39-40 IN MOVE TO BALANCE CANCELLATIONS
111 THE RIGHT DIRfCTIOIl

Hiked Costs and Jittery
Foreign Situation Are
Contributory Causes

. . . and the lion and the lamb shall lie down
This biblical expression

New

York — There

will be

more

per-

centage pictures in higher percentage
brackets for 1939-40 than in any other
season in the history of the business. Aside
from their normal desire to get the highest prices they can, distributors are reported stepping up their allocations for
next season in an effort to balance anticipated shrunken revenue which may confront them under the 20 per cent cancellation clause of the trade practice pact.
The controlling factors are several. For
one, production costs are not down, they
are up. Distributors attribute this to competition, regarded as normal in Hollywood,
but also to generally increased operating
overhead attributable largely to labor, organized and unorganized, but chiefly organized. The majors maintain it is their
desire and their intention not only to
maintain, but to augment, quality, but they
insist the exhibitor must help them carry
the load.
Foreign

Worries

Increase

For another, worries over the foreign
situation are increasing, not diminishing.
While the returns from overseas markets
continue at a very substantial clip, there
is increasing evidence that current troubles in restricted, or totally closed, markets like Germany, Italy, Japan, Czechoslovakia that once was, and Spain make
essential greater caution about the general
economic picture and preparations now for
a recouping of essential revenue through
channels still open and highly productive. The domestic market, obviously, is
the ace in this regard.
Chiefly, however, and although not
blessed by confirmation from any source,
is the cancellation formula provided under trade practice formulation. Distributors long since have expressed their opinion that the schedule ranging from a 20
per cent kickout privilege where rentals
average up to $100 to 15 per cent where
rentals run between $100 and $250 and
10 per cent on all averages above $250
will prove an effective answer to compulsory block booking and, additionally,
extend to the exhibitor a freedom in his
buy such as he has never enjoyed before.
Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA president, as a
matter of fact, is on record with the statement the 20 per cent bracket will apply
to over 10,000 accounts and the 10 and
15 per cent brackets to 4,000 more.

last week
this case

contains

together.”

a prophecy

that came

true in Chicago

insofar as the motion picture industry is concerned. The “lion" in
was Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (viz: the M-G-M trademark) and the

“lambs" the three exhibitor leaders invited by M-G-M
the company's annual sales convention.

to attend and

address

In the current precedental instance the “lion" and the “lamb" sat down
together and broke bread . . . and a few supposedly unbreakable motion
picture customs. Open expression was given to the plans of the “lion" and
the problems, in which those plans were indirectly a part, of the “lambs."
Precedent, or prejudice, that heretofore often kept distributor and exhibitor
in separate camps was cast aside. Matters, previously treated as confidential and divulged behind closely guarded convention-room doors, were openly discussed in the presence of the three exhibitor leaders and representatives of the trade press. Frankness and straightforwardness marked the entire
proceedings. And as a climax to the occasion 200 exhibitors from the Chicago
territory added their presence.
This is an eye-witness
To William F. Rodgers,
for this co-gathering, which
of the industry. Prior to this
of the need for harmonious

and

not a hearsay

report.

general sales manager of M-G-M, goes the credit
well might mark a new milestone in the progress
occasion Mr. Rodgers had proved himself aware
relationship between buyer and seller. He has

been in the forefront in the industry's trade practice negotiations. He has
evidenced a sincerity that is refreshingly praiseworthy. But our purpose is
not merely to bestow commendation, howsoever deserved. It is to point
up the indication, in the occasion and events above referred to, of an underlying trend which may foreshadow a new era in trade relations.
It is a coincidence

that just as we

reach

this point word

comes

to us

via the teletype that the final draft of the official industry pact for self-,
regulation of trade practices is expected to be ready within the week. That
is another evidence of a getting together of exhibitor and distributor in the
common interest. In that document is represented a work and effort of many
men and many minds carried on over a period of many months — years, in
fact. It represents a meeting of minds, perhaps not in complete unanimity,
but a start, nevertheless, in the direction of industry harmony through understanding and cooperative negotiation.
There are other evidences from other directions that “pull together" is
the new order of the new day in this industry. They have been recorded
in the pages of this publication as they have occurred. They hold much
promise, the fulfillment of which is entirely within the realm of probability.
This is no claim that Utopia is here, or even near. Not by a long shot.
the right road has been charted. It is not necessarily a straight
or perfect road. Certain bad stretches may call for repairs and, some of
them may even require detours. But, if the signs are correctly read, there
will be a minimum of travel in arriving at the place in the road where the
going will be smoother than ever before.
But

Prepared to go for it as they are, distributors likewise maintain they are entitled to some protection and assert a
stepping up of percentage pictures is their
(Continued on page 21)
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MAJORS' LEGAL BATTERY IS DRAWING DEFENSE
LINES SHARPER IN GOVERNMENT TRUST ACTION
Technical Moves Continue
To Highlight the Case
As Action Prelude
New York — Distributor attorneys during the week started actively to prepare
their defense of the government’s suit.
Although there has been no definite date
set for trial, counsel for major companies
and additional legal assistance retained
from the outside, began mapping out plans
for defense action. Meetings again were
held at the Hays office and the first of a
series of preliminary moves started.
Questionnaires sent out some time ago
by major circuits and affiliated companies,
including distributors, have been returned
and checked over in the past few months.
The indication is there will be a wide difference on most of the figures alleged in
the government’s action.
Technical moves continued to highlight
the case during the week. Paul Williams,
assistant to the attorney general, came in
from

Washington Monday
fore trial Edward Raftery,

to examine besecretary of UA

and a member of the distributor’s legal
firm, O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery, and
Harry J. Muller, an officer of UA.
At the same time, Federal Judge Samuel Mandelbaum signed an order removing
former executives and officers of certain
defendant companies. Application was
made by the government and not protested
by the distributing firms. Edwin L. Weisl
and George L. Bagnall are new defendants
for Paramount with the withdrawal of
H. A. Fortington, H. O. King, Charles A.
McCulloch and Henry Herzbrun. Paramount News also has been dropped. The
company no longer exists, having been

May
New

File Particulars

York — Sources

close

to Paul

Williams,

Wednesday

special

assistant

attorney

general

in charge ol the government anti-trust suit against major companies, intimate
there is a strong possibility Williams may file a bill of particulars relating to all
defendants on his arrival here from Washington, April 5.
Williams
Muller
been

was

to have

examined

before

trial Edward

C.

Raftery

and

Harry

of UA in connection with the suit, but when Raftery telephoned from Hollywood for a delay, the examination was put over until Wednesday. Raftery has
in Hollywood working on the new contract whereby David O. Selznick continues with UA.

merged April 26, 1937,
company of Paramount.

with

the

parent

On Loew’s, Henry Rogers Winthrop has
taken the place of William A. Phillips.
On UA. Dr. A. H. Giannini, George J.
Schaefer, Loyd Wright, Mary Pickford,
Charles Chaplin, Douglas Fairbanks and
Samuel Goldwyn have been dropped and
in their places now are Charles Schwartz,
James Roosevelt, Emanuel Silverstone and
Theodore Caruso.
With Judge Bondy signing an order,
instituted by UA, for the government to
furnish a bill of particulars, Williams may
do so by Wednesday, but, in any event, he
must supply the information at least 30
days before trial.
Warner has not yet retained outside
counsel and the impression prevails Robert
W. Perkins, general counsel, may himself
defend the case for the company. It has
been reported from time to time, Frederick
L. Wood of Cravath, DeGersdorf, Swaine
& Wood may fit into the legal defense picture, but so far no action has been taken.
Distributor counsel, commenting on preparedness moves under way at the Hays
office, state there is no definite indication
when the trial may start. It may not get
under way until 1940, but at the same time

it is felt at least nine months’ preparation
is necessary for so important a case, if
such a trial is to be held on all the issues
complained of by the government.
With William Donovan of Donovan, Leisure, Newton and Lumbard generally conceded as the contact man between the
government and distributors in connection
with the suit, it is held significant he sat
in as one

of the committee of three distributor representatives with Abram F.

Myers, Allied general counsel,
ing the industry trade pact.
One attorney
legal committee

on rephras-

over the weekend said the
comprising Donovan, Aus-

tin C. Keough, general counsel of Paramount, and Perkins, did not report back to
general committee, meeting regularly at
the Hays office. The second session with
Myers, tentatively scheduled for March 24,
was not held.
Raftery flew to the coast unexpectedly
over the weekend with the result Williams
postponed the preliminary examination
until April 5.
Attorneys who met with Myers have
made slight revisions in the trade pact
on suggestion from Allied counsel and
likewise refused to make other changes.
(Continued on page 24)

Believe It or Not They're at the One Table —

Historic photographically, if for no other reason, is this camera record of Col. H. A. Cole, Allied president, on the extreme
left, breaking bread at the same table with Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA president. The place was the Palmer House, Chicago,
and the circumstance the recent M-G-M sales convention. In the middle and there’s nothing facetious intended, are Al Lichtman, assistant to Nicholas M. Schenck, president of Loew’s, Inc., and M-G-M, and William F. Rodgers, general sales manager of the distributing company.
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excitement

like this

here when the Santa Fe brought its
first iron horse across the prairies
to what was then the end of the
line. Nowadays with the Super
Chief and the Chief sliding by the
sun dial that marks central and
mountain
railroad
doesn't
create
the time,
fuss the
it used
to back
in
the more prosaic days of 72.
There was much going on in these
parts, however, on Saturday. Warnermen brought in newspaper writers from the east in special cars and
a flock of Hollywood names from
the west to converge here for the
world premiere of a piece of celluloid they have been touting for quite
a spell now. To flash a picture called

law-abiding citizenry decided something had to be done to run Dodge
City like its respectable counterparts in the east and so that the
builders of the open spaces would
no longer stop their covered wagons
at Kansas City or even Wichita.

Flynn Gets Cabot
To do it meant

ending

the career

of gun-toting, rope-twisting Jeff Surrett, or, in other words, Bruce Cabot.
That, in turn, meant a man who was
faster on the draw. He turns out to
be Wade Hatton, or Errol Flynn- —
Irish-born, tall, lithe and handsome
and marked with a gentlemanly
grace

and a way of bowing courteously from the waist.
Flynn has his troubles, as he soon
discovers, but he also has his victories and, in the final count, gets

"Dodge City" for the first time in
the city that carries the same name
seemed to make sense anyway.
Saturday, then, was the day. And
what a day! And Saturday night,
the night. Never a dull moment.

the girl. She is Olivia De Havilland
who resists him part of the way, but
not all, finally concedes her love and

But, while all of this throwback business to the days that once were, was
all right and in the properly festive
spirit, this trek more than half way
across the continent had something
to do with matters beyond highballs

But between
finish."on.
deal ture
goes

and

scenery, round-ups and celebrations. There was picture to be
caught.

A Two-Fisted Lulu
What

kind

of an

attraction

is

"Dodge City" and what is it all
about? Meeting the questions one
at a time, here goes:
"Dodge City" is a lulu. It is twofisted and bang-bang, robust and
alive. It travels all over its presumably Kansas prairies, but it knows
where it is traveling all the way.
From the opening thrill of Number
18 pounding its rails into what becomes Dodge City at the terrific
speed of thirty miles — more or less —
an hour, it goes into adroitly spaced
and paced climaxes in the roaring
melodramatic manner. And in color,
too.
It seems those were the years on
this western frontier when bullets
fashioned justice and men still knew
how to guzzle their licker. When
they came in off the range and got
rid of their cattle, "The Gay Lady"
with its gay ladies was the place for
them. It was Saturday night every
night in that thinly disguised den
of smoke, beards and iniquity.
That was why, after a time, the

gives this invigorating
tacle what Grad

outdoor

spec-

Sears calls "a pic-

start and end, a great

There are stirring shots of a race
between train and stagecoach.
There is Cabot causing men to be
shot in the back because he won't
pay them off for their steers.
There is a runaway picnic wagon
with Flynn leaping to the rescue.
And a perfect whale of a climactic
climax in a burning baggage car
with Cabot and his 19th century
gangsters holding off Flynn, the girl
and Alan Hale until they get the upper hand and shoot down the horsebacked and fleeing gun-packers as
Number 18 rushes across the open
lands.

Appraisals
The cast is fine

from the courteous

Flynn and the retiring Miss De Havilland to the torch singing of yesteryear by Ann Sheridan and the villainy of Cabot; the newspaper owner of Frank McHugh and the comics
of Hale and "Big Boy" Williams; the
snarling of Victor Jory and the old
worldliness of Henry Travers and
Henry
O'Neill.
In the
hands of Michael Curtiz
who seems to know how to make
his films accelerate without having
big outdoor scenes clutter the action,
the direction is in extremely safe
and competent care. This is one on
(Continued

on page
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PARAMOUNT
"I’M FROM MISSOURI" RAKES IN
BIG KANSAS CITY "KITTY"

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MAKES A MOTION
For the first time in the 75-year history of the
railroad, the board of directors of the Union
Pacific this year will hold its annual meeting
outside of New York.
This year the meeting

will be held in Omaha

on April 27, in honor

of the world

premiere

of Paramount’s "UNION PACIFIC". The entire
railroad, from its president, William M. Jeffers,
down to the last of its 5,000 employees in the
Nebraskan metropolis, is planning to return
to the dress

and

manners

of 70 years

ago

for the premiere.

Cecil B. DeMille,
will also attend
Barbara

Paramount’s

new Bob Burns starrer breaks all house records of

the past three years at the Newman

Theatre,

Kansas

a director in his own right,
the premiere, as well as

Stanwyck

of “Union

and Joel McCrea,

City... and
*

if a critical home

MISSOURI"
bottom

town

audience

Says the Kansas

*

*

*

such as that okays "I’M FROM

as being the box office McCoy,

dollar your own

the stars

Pacific”.

audiences

you can bet your

will do the same.

City Journal, “Paramount

MORE

ON

"MIDNIGHT"

has a hit picture in

‘I’m From Missouri’ which should prove to be an audiencepleaser in metropolitan and rural communities alike!”

You’re right, Kansas

City Journal, because

in New

York ... at

the Paramount Theatre, even the SRO sign can’t discourage
the thousands of Bob Burns fans who are flocking to see their
favorite in what

the New

York

Times

calls “One

of the funniest

of this year’s crop of comedies.”
*

*

A PRE-VIEW

*

*

OF "HEAVEN"

William K. Howard’s "BACK DOOR TO HEAVEN"
the other day in the Paramount projection room.

was screened
Long seconds

after the final fade-out, hard-boiled sales and advertising execs
sat stunned by the scorching drama . . . the rare reality . . . the
simple sincerity— all of a quality seldom, if ever, captured

For realism on the screen — and

on film.

audiences

everywhere are yelling for it — give them “Back Door to Heaven”. . . an unusual
screen experience for which your patrons will thank you.
-k

DREW

*f*

DRAWS

4*

Last week, on this page, we reprinted “M. P.
Daily’s” review on "MIDNIGHT", starring
Claudette Colbert and Don Ameche. Here are
a few quotes from the other trades, which

the verdict unanimous that “Midnight” is “just
about the best light comedy ever caught by a

CHEERS

camera”

Mr. Exhib:

In answer

to your

many

(M. P. Daily) . . . “One

fan letters ... yes, Ellen

entertainments

to come

Drew is on the screen again, but this time she’s the full-fledged
star your audiences made her. The gal who stole the honors in

(Daily Variety)

. . .“The

“If I Were King” and “Sing You Sinners” scores
George Raft’s partner-in-romance in Paramount’s

FROM

KENTUCKY",

that spell ELLEN
up your marquee.

a solid hit as
"THE LADY’S

soon to be released. So dust off the letters
DREW

... for a new

make

star is coming

to light

of the best

out of Paramount”
‘It Happened

One

Night’ of the current season” (Showmen’s
Trade Review) . . .“Plenty of box office strength
in the powerhouse
Looks

cast” (Weekly

like “Midnight” is gonna
shine to many a box office.

Variety).
bring sun-

20TH-FOX CUTS TO 52; FIVE 'DREADNAUGHTS,'
20 STAR, CO-STARRING FttMS THUS FAR SET
Thirteen Solo Starrers;
Quintet of Specials;
Zanuck Helms 24
Chicago — Dropping from an announced
56 for the season now well toward its completion, 20th Century-Fox throws its hat
into the ring for 1939-40 with a reduction to 52.
Of the titles and series outlined for the
sales convention which met at the Congress Thursday through Saturday, 13 are
solo starring vehicles and seven co-starring.
Shirley Temple is to appear in three and
Tyrone Power, Alice Faye, Don Ameche and
Sonja Henie in two each, although, in
some instances, these personalities will be
co-starred.
On the basis of the detailed lineup, as
far as it was divulged here, the starring
brackets follow: Ameche, one as star, one
as co-star; Binnie Barnes, one as co-star;
Warner Baxter, one as co-star; George
Brent, one as co-star with two other stars;
Alice Faye, star in one, co-star in another;
Richard Greene, star in one; Sonja Henfe,
star in two; Myrna Loy, co-star in cne;
Tyrone Power, star in one, co-star in another; Shirley Temple, star in three; Jane
Withers, star in four.
Well in the vanguard of the lineup for
the new

season

are spectacles

and

“other

$2,000,000 productions.” These include
“The Rains Came,” “Stanley and Livingstone,” “Little Old New York,” “Brigham
Young” and “Drums Along the Mohawk.”
Herman Wobber, general manager of
sales and in command of the meetings
at which over 280 men, with a scattering

President —
ucer of and
, Prod
Head
d top
Boar
The
ranking
executives
20 th Century-Fox: Left
M. Schenck, chairman of the hoard; Darryl F. Zanuck,
charge of production, and Sidney R. Kent, president.

of women, were present, stated that, instead of curtailing production in the face
of the threatened
kets, the company

loss of European marwill increase its budget.

“Hollywood
“Big Parade”

by Charles E. McCarthy, director of advertising and publicity, special appropriations on each of the bigger attractions
will be set aside.
“The Rains Came,” described
biggest production ever attempted

8

as “the
by 20th

Century-Fox.” This will be based on the
novel by Louis Bromfield co-starring Myrna Loy, Tyrone Power and George Brent
of

which

business domestically through the production of more big pictures based on subjects with greater appeal to the American
public and the rest of the world. To this,
he added the expectation the development
of South America and other markets would
further this objective along.

company, the conventioneers were to’d.
In keeping with current policy executed

manager

production

and

support including Cesar Romero, Joseph Schildkraut, Maria Ouspenskaya and
Henry Travers. Clarence Brown directs.
“Stanley

and

Livingstone,”

described

as

has

been

than two years in the making.” Directed by Henry King, the cast includes
Spencer Tracy, Richard Greene, Nancy

Kelly, Sir Cedric Hardwicke,
nan, Henry Hull, Henry
Charles Coburn.

which will be “Hotel for Women.”
The ’39-40 advertising budget is designed to outstrip any yet undertaken by the

distribution of 20th Century-Fox. He
presided over and conducted the Chicago sales convention.

$2,000,000

more

He explained this had been determined
upon with the expectation of offsetting the
European situation by recapturing more

Darryl F. Zanuck is to assume direct
charge of 24 of the new product. The
spectacles, all the larger budget pictures
and the Temples fall into his group, as
well as three from Cosmopolitan, cne of

'Em —
SellsWobber,
HeHerman
general

“a

~Photo by Cosmo sileo

to right, Joseph
vice-president in

Walter BrenTravers and

Cavalcade,” described as the
of film history and pattern-

ed to the scale of “Alexander’s Ragtime
Band.” Alice Faye and Don Ameche will
be co-starred with screenplay by Ernest
Pascal from a story by Lou Breslow.
“Maryland”

to be made

in Technicolor

as a sequel to “Kentucky.” The story
deals with the breeding of thoroughbred
race horses and the history of Maryland.
Sonya Levien is the author.
“Lady Jane,” starring Shirley Temple
and in Technicolor. It is to be adapted
from

a child classic by Mrs. C. V. Jamieson with New Orleans in Mardi Gras time
as background. Walter Lang will direct.
“Everything Happens at Night,” romantic comedy starring Sonja Henie.
“Drums Along the Mohawk” from the
novel by Walter Edmonds dealing with
early days of pioneer trappers. An allstar cast for it, but no names listed.
“The
Power.

Mark

“A Briton
Greene.

of Zorro,”
at Yale,”

starring
starring

Tyrone
Richard

“Swanee River” starring Don Ameche.
“Little Old New York” starring Alice
Faye. This is the Rida Johnson Young
(Continued on page 12)
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a FACT

about Paramount’s

“I’M FROM

MISSOURI

Bob never was better! Daily Variety puts it this way: "Homespun
stuff done to order for Bob Bums’ brand of drollery . . . one of Bob’s
best roles”. . . and Hollywood
clinches star niche!”

It’s a

FACT

I’M FROM

Reporter backs it up with: "Burns

about Paramount’s

MISSOURI

Bob never had such all-star support! "Gladys George does an
excellent job . . . Gene Lockhart delivers his customarily sound performance . . . Judith Barrett and William Henry carry off the romance
neatly. . . Patricia Morison expert . . . E. E. Clive a standout . . . Melville
Cooper superb” — just a few of the quotes from the trade critics!

It’s a

FACT

“I’M FROM

about Paramount’s

MISSOURI

Bob never had a better story! "'The picture itself will head into
good business, for it has plenty of production values and enough humor
to win laughs from the average crowd. The screenplay by John C. Moffitt
and Duke Atteberry is a sound job . . .and the dialog is meatily humorous,”
says Hollywood Reporter . . . and Daily Variety contributes : "Theodore
Reed’s direction vigorously drives the story along and resourcefully
promotes the entertainment values adapted from the stories by Homer
Croy and Julian Street. Cast is inspired to its best efforts.”

BIGGEST
FACT ..ALL!

and here’s the

a FACT

to remember. . . If a critical home town audience such as that in

Kansas City okays "Fm From Missouri” as being the box office McCoy . . . you can bet
your bottom dollar your audiences will do the same. But, another thing to remember,
the K.C. boys got behind "Fm From Missouri” with a really ace exploitation campaign.

“I’M FROM

MISSOURI”
.

CAN BE AS BIG AS YOU MAKE

IT. . .

aviation

by Frank

Wead.

"Here I Am a Stranger,” a father-andson drama with a college background
from

a novel

by Gordon

Hillman

in Mc-

Call’s.
"Scotland Yard,” based on the stage
play by Denison Clift.
"Breach of Discipline,” adapted from a
European stage play dealing with women
in medicine.
"Steinmetz, the Great,” dealing
life of the famous scientist.

with the

"Red Cross Nurse.”
"I Was an Adventuress,” drama of a
woman leading a band of European swindlers.
"A Deal in Hearts,” domestic farce.
"Dance Hall,” adaptation of “The Giant
Swing,” novel of steel workers by W. R.
Burnett. Gregory Ratoff will direct.
"Bowery

Nightingale,”

lin and designed

to

by

follow

Irving

Ber-

“Alexander’s

Ragtime Band.”
“Brigham Young,” story of the founder
of the Mormon Church.
“Belle Starr,” story of the woman outlaw whose life, according to the company,
rivaled that of Jesse James.
"Lillian Russell,” dealing with New York
musical comedy world in the days when
Miss Russell was its leading light.

They Were

Guests —

Above, Spyros Skouras, operating head
of National Theatres, affiliate of 20 th
Century-Fox. Below, to the left, William T. Powers, chief film buyer of that
circuit. To the right, J. J. Sullivan,
film buyer for Fox West Coast, Far
West division of National.

Little Change in
Shorts Schedule
Chicago — With 52 single reelers for the
new season, 20th Century-Fox maintains
this end of its new program without
change in number and, essentially, without
change in series. Fox Movietone News, of
course, continues at 104 issues.
The lineup includes:
6 Magic Carpets of Movietone.
4 Fashion Forecasts in Technicolor.
6 Sports Reviews by Ed Thorgersen.
4 Adventures of a Newsreel Cameraman.
6
Lew

“Dribblepuss
Lehr.

26 Terrytoon
color.
First of the

Parade”
cartoons,

Adventures

comedies

with

10 of them
of a

in

Newsreel

Cameraman will be “San Hogs” and is finished. Second will deal with a lone adventurer sailing through the Grand Canyon. “Inside Baseball” and “Big Game
Fishing” are the first two of the Sports
Reviews. “Muscle Maulers” will open the
“Dribblepuss” series.

“The Postman Walks Alone,” a drama
of the Youth Movement work of the American Legion.
Additionally, there will be two to be
made by Zanuck starring Shirley Temple.
The 24 which Sol M. Wurtzel will make
embrace four Charlie Chans, four Jones

But Good , Says Dawes

Family, four Mr. Motos, four Jane Withers
and eight so far not designated. There
will be 12 more, but assignments and titles
were not designated.
More than 280 delegates, representing

is is good,” says R. Sutton Dawes, sales
director for 20th Century-Fox in Great
Britain. Robert T. Kane, who is producing in England for Darryl F. Zanuck, will
make eight this season, according to

the

Dawes. “Inspector Hornleigh” is the first
and is completed. "Kane is making real
worthwhile product and we are not fooling,” says Dawes.

domestic and foreign sales organizations, were on hand for the three day
(Continued

on

page

14)

Little British Activity ,
New York — “There isn’t a lot of British
production going on, but what little there

52 for 20th-Fox;
13 Solo Stars
(Continued

from

page

8)

play of early New York in which Mari:n
Davies originally scored one of her biggest hits.
Untitled mystery story by S. S. Van Dine
to star Sonja Henie.
“Hotel for Women” by Elsa Maxwell and
Kathryn Scola in which Miss Maxwell,
champion of cafe society, will appear.
This will be a Cosmopolitan Production.
Gregory Ratoff will direct.
“Dance with the Devil,” an original by
William Rankin and Eleanore Griffin who
wrote “Boy.”
“Frontier Marshal” dealing
early west and the experiences
Earp.

with the
of Wyatt

“He Married His Wife,” co-starring Warner Baxter and Binnie Barnes who appeared jointly in “Wife, Husband and
Friend.”
“Johnnie Apollo,” a drama by Samuel
G. Engel, Hal Long and Roland Brown.
“The Khyber Rifles” which the company
says will be made on a lavish scale.
“20,000 Men

12

a Year,”

a story of modern

While

Among

Those Present Were —

Top row, left to right: William Sussman, eastern district sales manager;
William C. Gehring, central division; William J. Kupper, western; Walter J.
Hutchinson, director of foreign distribution; Truman H. Talley, vice-president of Movietone News, Inc., and producer of 20 th Century-Fox’s shorts;
Felix A. Jenkins, general counsel of the company; Charles E. McCarthy , director of advertising and publicity, and Arch Reeve, advertising manager.
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HE
ROSEMARY
Directed by WILLIAM
Story

by Crane

with

LANE • STANLEY
McGANN
Wilbur

and

Lee

FIELDS

• Screen Play by Crane Wilbur • Original
Katz

• A First National

Picture

men; M. A. Tanner,

T
.

Record

Advertising

Outlay

Chicago — Twentieth Century-Fox will spend $2,000,000, the largest appropriation
in its history, on its new program, Charles E. McCarthy, director of advertising and
publicity, told the convention here. Cooperative advertising in daily newspapers
will get the bulk of the fund, but magazines with large national circulations as
well as fan magazines will be used. For its messages to the trade, the company
will depend on the trade papers.
"Advertising in the daily newspapers will play an increasingly larger part in
the selling of our new pictures," he said. "They have proved for us the most effective method of arousing wide public interest and stimulating attendance at the
theatres showing our films."
The plan provides for lineage in almost 300 daily papers with a combined circulation of 30,317,641, an increase in this media over the current season. Twenty-four
national magazines with a combined circulation of 22,610,486 also will be utilized.

B

e

Hettie Gray Baker represented the
home office censorship department; Percy
Heiliger, the legal department and Harvey
Day sr. and William Weiss, Terrytoons.
Members of the nation-wide sales force
on hand were:

Who Was Present,
And From Where

.

(Continued

from

page

Albany — M. Grassgreen, manager; D. E.
Remer and B. Dare, salesmen; D. Houlihan, booker.

12)

sessions. As general sales manager and
according to convention custom, Herman
Wobber conducted the various meetings.
Sidney R. Kent, company president who
had

preceded the convention by an approximate three weeks of conferences on

the lineup with Joseph M. Schenck, chairman of the board, and Darryl F. Zanuck,
vice-president in charge of production,
journeyed to the scene from Hollywood.
The

eastern

group

which

left New

York

Tuesday evening included William Sussman, William J. Kupper and William C.
Gehring, divisional sales managers; Felix

of
dir
E. Mc
rati
on;
Ca
ect
Char
th
oar
T
H
Tr
adv
les
.
r
y
lle
u
ma,
y,J.
Wa
Ne
of Mo
pr erti
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lt
vi
wsn
diser
Hu ucer ng-p dir eton of for ;
ubl ec
tc
e
t
hi tion
gen eign ma ribu
ns; Sir Gordicit toCrrai
na on
ge R.
oNn y; ing, Gr eralBr
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,
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With them were Jack Sichelman, Martin Moskowitz, William J. Clark, E. H. Collins, Clarence A. Hill, T. A. Shaw, Roger
Ferri, editor of The Dynamo; J. Bloom,
Irving Lincer, H. A. Mersay, S. Erstein
and Eddie
ment.

McEvoy

of the

sales

depart-

Representing the newsreel department
were Edmund Reek, Lowell Thomas, Ed
Thorgersen, Lew Lehr, Vyvyan Donner
and

Steve Fitzgibbon and from the advertising and publicity departments Arch
Reeve, Earl W. Wingart, Leonard Gaynor,
Christy Wilbart, Rodney Bush and Morris
Kinzler.
The ad sales department sent Lee Balsly, E. Hollander, J. Novat, Don Reed and
William Caldwell.
Others included Irving A. Maas, in
charge of foreign exchange service; Les
F.

Whalen, who handles overseas publicity; Clarence V. Hake, Australian manager; A. G. Doyle, in command in Japan;

A. Ruscica, who handles Chile; L. Brandfeld, formerly in charge of Czechoslovakia
and now awaiting assignment, and E. S.
Fraser, statistical chief.

14
cor

po-

booker.

Los Angeles — J. N. Dillon, manager;

Atlanta — Harry G. Ballance, district
manager; Paul Wilson, office manager; R.
G. McClure, sales manager; M. Mitchell,
R. H. Fairchild, F. R. Dodson and H. P.
Laseter, salesmen; R. H. Ford, booker.
Boston — T. H. Bailey, district manager;
F. X. Callahan, branch manager; H. S.
Alexander, sales manager; J. A. Feloney,
J. M. Connolly, H. Gold and H. Simons,
salesmen; S. Berg and T. Murray, bookers.
Buffalo — Sydney Samson, manager; W.
C. Rowell, G. E. Dickman and M. W.
Kempner, salesmen; L. E. Blumenfeld,
booker.

W.

Sudmin, booker.
Wall and B.
Memphis
— T. F.W.Robi
Young,
manager; N.
nson, sa
lesmen; M.
Wyse, T. I. Baskin, salesmen; M. Sheridan, booker.
Milwaukee — J. H. Lorentz, manager; M.
Horwitz, G. Edgerton and C. Michel, salesmen; M. Kahn and Ray Schultz, bookers,
and Gene Sichelman.
Minneapolis — M. A. Levy, district manager; J. M. Podoloff, manager; N. F. Hall,
salesman-office manager; E. Lorentz, J. S.
Cohen, W. G. Mussman and L. Cohen, H.
Lyons, salesmen; P. Lunquist, booker.
New Haven — B. A. Simon, manager; E.
Wright, salesman; S. Germain, booker.
New York — H. H. Buxbaum, manager;
Joseph J. Lee, sales manager; M. Sanders,
office manager; Moe Kurtz, R. Gledhill,
W. Schutzer, Abe Blumstein and S.
Floron, salesmen; G. Blenderman, booker.
New

Orleans — E. V. Landaiche, manager; H. P. Shallcross and G. R. Pabst,
salesmen; G. J. Broggie, booker.
Oklahoma
City — Charles W.
Clark,
manager; M. W. Osborne and G. L. James,
salesmen; G. K. Friedel, booker.
Omaha — J. E. Scott, manager; G. F.
Halloran, C. F. Reese and H. P. Ironfield,
salesmen; R. A. Wagle, booker.
Philadelphia — Edgar Moss, district manager; Sam Gross, branch manager; A.
Davis, sales manager; W. G. Humphries,
men; J. Kel
he
boo
F.
ad
ly,
ker
Pittsburgh — Ira
Cohn,
manager;
C. C.
.
Kellenberg, sales manager; E. S. Thorpe,
A. Interrante, and G. Moore, salesmen; J.
B. Hanna, booker.

Portland,

Ore. — C. F. Powers,

C. L. Robinette,
comb, booker.

manager;

A. WhitCharlotte — Phil Longdon, manager; J.
E. Holston, G. E. Ebersole and J. O. Mock,
T.
St. Louis — Ben B. Reingold, manager;
salesmen; C. T. Harden, booker.
To
lm J. A. Feld, salesmen-office manager; G. H.
Chicago — Clyde W. Eckhardt, manager; as
an
Ware,
L. I. Williams and A. Eskin, salesA. M. Van Dyke, office manager; E. P.
d
J.men; Miss F. Patke, booker.
Grohe, H. Goodamote, Jack Eckhardt,
E
Salt .Lake
City — Charles L. Walker,
Sk
Wilbur Hallwachs, Howard De Tamble,
il
lJ.
manager;
C.
Hallstrom, assistant manm
a
Fred Sliter, M. Simon and H. Loeb, salesn,
ager; J. D. McElhinney,
J. L. Tidwell and
sal
men; F. Wagner, booker.
esV. J. Dugan, salesmen;
P. M. Smoot,
Cincinnati — J. J. Grady, manager; R.
booker.
Laws, assistant manager; E. A. BurkSan Francisco — G. M. Ballantine, manhardt, J. A. Needham, L. J. Bugie and
ager; A. Laurice, J. M. Erickson and F. C.
E. C. Naegel, salesmen; J. Neff, booker.
Bernard, salesmen; J. W.
Flanagan,
Cleveland — George A. Roberts, district
booker, and Miss R. Telfer.
manager; I. J. Schmertz, manager; E. R.
Seattle — H. Edmond, manager; J. W.
Bergman, S. N. Lichter and T. Scheinberg,
Spear
and H. A. P. Frederick, salesmen;
salesmen; F. J. Hunt, booker.
J. W. Brooks, booker.
Dallas — H. R. Beiersdorf, manager; W.
S. Miller, sales manager; J. E. Gribble, N.
E. Houston, D. W. Scott and T. Hendrix,
salesman; T. P. Tidwell, booker.
Denver — R. J. Morrison, manager; H.
Rennie and L. C. Paulson, salesmen; C. A.
Larson, booker, and Miss A. LeGendre.
Des Moines — S. J. Meyer, manager; H.
Gottlieb, A. W. Riegelman and E. P.
O’Neill, salesmen; E. Jacobs, booker.
Detroit — Lester Sturm, manager; A. D.
Knapp, E. A. Westcott, R. Carrow and
R. B. Berke, salesmen; L. Sanshie, booker.
Indianapolis — George T. Landis, manager; J. R. Neger, sales manager; H. L.
Hancock, G. J. Black and T. McCleaster,
salesmen; J. Ricketts, booker.
Kansas City — W. E. Scott, district manager; George W. Fuller, manager; W. J.
Kubitzki, sales manager; J. F. Woodward,
C.

Knickerbocker

and

H.

Kinser,

sales-

salesman;

V.

Washington — Sam
N. Wheeler, manager; J. M. Cohan, office manager; S. Diamond, F. B. Klein, J. A. Murphy and C.
G. Norris, salesmen; Mrs. S. Young,
booker.
From
tives :

Canada

were

these

representa-

Calgary — V. M. Skorey, manager; F. L.
Scott, salesman.
Montreal — Eddie English, manager; J.
F. Pearson, salesman; O. Brault, booker.
St. John — R. G. March, manager.
Toronto — James P. O’Loghlin, district
manager; H. J. Bailey, manager; W. J.
Reid, L. Lester, salesmen; E. O’Loghlin,
student salesman; J. W. Powis, booker.
Vancouver — J. E. Patterson, manager;
E. H. Teel, booker-salesman.
Winnipeg — J. H. Huber, manager;
Krupp,

C.

salesman.
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MORE ROMANTIC, MORE THRILLING, MORE EXCITING
THAN ANY FICTION ■ > ■ Taken from the
flaming personal history of the couple
who started the whole world dancing!
Brought to the screen in the blaze of
excitement and glamour of a yesterday just passed! ■ . . Recreating the
dances that took the universe by
storm— The Castle Walk, The Tango,
The Maxixe, The Texas Tommy! . . .
Giving the screen a love-story biography almost too beautiful to have
been real; too true to have existed
without heartbreak! . . . SHOW VALUE
TO DRAW THE BIGGEST CROWDS
YOU CAN PLAY TO!

ir
A great story told
to the strains of
dozens of songs
the world will
never forget!

MM
HO

WALTER BRENNAN
ft K O
RADIO

y

TIctureT

IITHOUSA

LEW

FIELDS • JANET BEECHER
• ETIENNE GIRARDOT •

PANDRO

S. BERMAN

Directed by H. C. Potter

IN CHARGE

OF PRODUCTION

Associate Producer— George Haight

Screen Play by Richard Sherman
Adaptation by Oscar Hammerstein

II and Dorothy Yost

/2C.

LOEW'S, RKO WILLING TO DROP N. Y. DUALS;
AGAIN LAY DECISION IN INDEPENDENTS' LAP
Paramount May Divulge Lineup
Before Sales Force Gets It

Harry Brandt Reported
Behind Another Move
To Oust Practice
New York — Major circuits still are willing to drop duals and go for single bills
in this territory provided independent theatre operators adopt similar policies, it is
stated by spokesman

for Loew’s

and

RKO.

Loew’s

New

York — Neil F. Agnew,

general

sales

manager, is understood planning to announce Paramount’s product plans for next
season ahead of the annual sales convention. It is stated most of the contemplated
stories with casts already have been lined

group will be dropped in the realignment
of the schedule for 1939-40.
There is no intention of cutting the
number

of features which will be continued at 58, of which six will be Hopalong Cassidys. All features and shorts
on the current schedule will be released.
Reports the company was planning to

recently attempted a second experiment with singles at the Ziegfeld and
on Thursday changed over to duals again.

up by Y. Frank Freeman
Baron on the coast.

It is reported Harry Brandt, head of
the ITOA and president of the Brandt
circuit of 75 theatres, 65 of which are
straight picture units, is behind another
move to eliminate double bills. In this re-

Stanton Griffis, chairman of the executive board, and Agnew are due in Hollywood Monday to confer with Freeman and

son’s program are denied here.
Hunky and Spunky, who appear as the
mule team in Color Classic shorts, will be

LeBaron on final plans. Robert M. Gillham, advertising and publicity head, returned from the coast early in the week.

listed for five in the 1939-40
Diamond, shorts head, states.

gard, C. C. Moskowitz of Loew’s and John
J. O’Connor reiterate they will go for such
a plan only if subsequent run houses operated by independents follow suit.
Several years ago, both major circuits
curtailed duals for a number of weeks in
the hope independents would join, but instead the smaller operators bulwarked
double feature shows by increasing the
number

of nights
aways were held.

There

money

games

and

give-

also is a plan afoot to drop

early

bird shows at 25 cents, but the Roxy apparently is the holdout. The idea is still
being talked, but not being pressed for
action. The 15-cent admission for children
at all times at the Roxy is another thorn
in the side of major circuit Broadway
houses, but the theatre management is
standing by its guns. An appeal may be
made to 20th Century-Pox, which operates
the Roxy with Irving Lesser as managing
director, to change its admission policy.

However,

Barney

and

William

Balaban,

Le-

president;

withdraw

four and

list them

on next

sea-

lineup, Lou

Gets "Crisis" Rights

Paramount to Cut 15
Reels From Shorts List
New York — Paramount is planning to
cut 15 reels from its short subject lineup
next season. Several of the current series
will be reduced and it is likely an entire

New York — Arthur Mayer and Joseph
Burstyn have acquired distribution of
“Crisis,”
Warner

documentary film on Czechoslovakia. The film has been booked by
theatres in Pennsylvania.

AMERICA -FIRST, LAST- ALWAYS!
•t"My orders for tomorrow,

like my

orders for the past two weeks
continue

to retreat. Remember,

there are two
for which

are

military diseases

hanging

fx. cure — spying

is the only

and mutiny.”

North Dakota "Divorce"
Swansong Formalized
Washington — Paving the way for the
winding up of the North Dakota divorce
case, the supreme court has ordered the
issue remanded to the special district court
which first passed upon it with instructions to dismiss as untenable.
The order provided that the proceedings
in the supreme court were to be without
cost to either party, but left the way open
for either the state or Paramount to file
an application with the district court for
an award of costs in that tribunal.
The so-called North Dakota case was the
first court proceedings to be brought involving the question of divorce of exhibition from production and distribution. It
was based on a law adopted by the state,
prohibiting a distributor from holding any
interest in any North Dakota theatre, but
the law was repealed before the supreme
court had an opportunity to hear argument.
BOXOFFICE
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DIX as Sam Houston • Gail Patrick

as Margaret Lea • Edward Ellis as Andrew Jackson
Joan Fontaine as Eliza Allen • A Republic Picture
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Major Attorney Praises

Realistic Pictures

Myers' Work
New

Click, Says Hays

Selznick-UA Deal

on Pact

York — Praise

for the work

Abram

F. Myers, Allied general counsel, has
done on the trade practice draft is expressed by an attorney for one of the
major companies who does not wish to be

r

Up to 8 Pictures

quoted.
This lawyer has had a lot to do with the
draft and says “Myers has been a great
help and did a swell job.”
The Distributors’ Drafting Committee
comprised Tyree Dillard jr., of M-G-M;
Felix Jenkins of 20th Century-Fox, and
H. I. Levinson of Warners. At the meetings held at the Astor early this week to
finalize the draft with parts of Myers’
suggestions, two members of the original
drafting committee were unable to attend.
Dillard was recuperating at his home in
North Carolina from a recent breakdown, while Jenkins attended a directors’
meeting Tuesday afternoon and left that
night for Chicago to attend the company’s
annual sales convention.
Allied Convention
Delayed a Day
New

New

York — “The

increasing

number

of

pictures produced by the industry which
treat honestly and dramatically many current themes proves that there is nothing
incompatible between the best interests of
the boxoffice and the kind of entertainment that raises the level of audience

appreciation, whatever the subject is,”
states Will H. Hays in an abstract of his
annual report. He sees public acceptance
of pictures of “distinctive artistic, social
and cultural value as well as entertainment appeal as greatly enlarging the opportunities of the screen.”
And, further:
“It is not so long ago that thrilling
action for its own sake was considered
a satisfying ‘movie;’ that the custard pie
was the symbol of hilarity and amusement
on the screen; that the chase was surefire entertainment technique; that boymeets-girl supplied all the drama that a
motion picture audience apparently demanded ... It was inevitable that the
scope of screen entertainment would be
greatly enlarged with improved dramatic
technique and higher standards of appreciation to a point where the screen
would become more and more socially and
educationally important. Actual experience
has proven that artistry can treat on the
screen any subject within the boundaries
of good taste and sound morals under the
motion picture production code.”
Summarizing the impact of public opinion on films as reflected by responsible
group leadership, Hays raises these points,
among others:
“For the proper emphasis on our own
screens of the theme of Americanism ‘by
pictures that present the strongest measure of hope in their portrayal of stories of
success attained through initiative, through
perseverance and sacrifice and through the
triumph of man’s spirit over
stacles.’
“For pictures treated with
life, of the problems of the
(Continued on page

20

material obrealism from
average man
22)

York — Confirming

Boxoffice’s

re-

port of the attitude of a number of board
members on the national convention dates,

A1 Steffes, in charge of Allied’s pow wow,
has changed the dates to June 13-15, instead of June 12-14, at the Nicollet Hotel,
Minneapolis.
Boxoffice

on

March

18 stated

several

board members could not leave their respective cities on Saturday, but it would
be more convenient to depart Sunday. The
suggestion has been taken up by Steffes
and the convention date moved back a
day, indicating a large attendance for the
three-day sessions.

Johnston. Dunlap Reject
Pact Option Proposal
New

York — Options

to extend

the con-

tracts of W. Ray Johnston, president of
Monogram, and Scott R. Dunlap, vicepresident in charge of production, with
an additional provision for increases in
salary to $1,000 a week starting March 1,
1940, have been rejected fay the two executives, it is learned.
Johnston and Dunlap turned down the
offers at a recent stockholders’ meeting
when it was planned to liquidate the outstanding stock options at the rate of one
for five, but the liquidation plan was
withdrawn, and with it the proposal to
give further call on the two top executives’
services beyond the current contracts which
expire April 30, next year.

Republic-Hays Tie
For One Film
New
York — At
MPPDA, ol which
Republic
time

a

has

the request ol the
it is not a member.

prepared

for

the

first

"Group Discussion Guide” devoted to photoplay appreciation among

school children. The guide deals with
the career of Sam Houston as he is
pictured

in "Man

of Conquest."

Hollywood — David

releasing deal with UA

O.

Selznick’s

new

is reported to run

up to eight pictures, starting with “Intermezzo.” The distributor expects to have
three from this producer for its 1939-40
program, indicating the whole series will
take two years or more before it is completed.
Consummation, of course, eliminates
from the ranks any chance that Selznick
will swing to RKO, as has been reported
from time to time since George J. Schaefer became president of that organization.
Selznick holds a high regard for Schaefer
as a distributor.
Following “Intermezzo” will come “Rebecca” which Alfred Hitchcock will direct.
Other likely properties heading for ultimate UA release include “Flashing Stream,”
“Titanic,” “Ordeal” and “Freedom of the
Sol Lesser has also closed with UA to
deliver three a year, and perhaps more.
Ernst Lubitsch will produce them and
Louis
Press.”Lurie, San Francisco capitalist, is
prominent in the financing syndicate.
Latest producer to join the company is
David L. Loew who has signed a longterm arrangement under which he will
deliver two the first year. He will make
them on the Selznick-International lot.
Edward Small is planning six for the
program for the new season. These are
expected
of Pago
Life of
Before

to be “My Son, My Son,” “South
Pago,” “Food for the Gods,” “The
Rudolph Valentino,” “Two Years
the Mast” and “Quantrille, the

Lynn Farnol, director of advertising and
publicity, is back in New York following
aRaider.”
short visit here.
Murray Silverstone, ranking executive
of the distributing company, trailed him
east by a few days.
The Lubitsch deal will run five years,
but will not become effective until the
beginning of the year when the director
will have completed a two-picture commitment for M-G-M. Sol Lesser’s contract becomes effective Sept. 1.
BOXOFFICE
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More Percenters Balance
Cancellation Grant

Kuykendall Urges
Neely Attack
New

York-— Sounding

a

(Continued

call for “con-

structive” interests within the industry to
work with the MPTOA in the defeat of the
Neely Bill, Ed Kuykendall is preparing to
lead the opposition when public hearings
on the proposal get under way before the
U. S. Senate Interstate Commerce subcommittee, April 3.
Lined up with Kuykendall will be C. C.
Pettijohn, general counsel to the MPPDA.
It has not been decided whether individual
MPTOA unit representatives will be on
hand to attack the bill. For the proponents, Col. H. A. Cole, Allied president, and
Abram F. Myers, general counsel, will occupy the spotlight.
He characterized the Neely bill as “nothing else than a step in governmental regulation and if enacted would immediately
tend to stop the trade practice program
to which all of us have given so much
time and thought.”
Voicing conviction that 90 per cent of
exhibitors are opposed to the bill, Kuykendall reiterated displeasure with “governmental control and regulation of this
business based on the assumption that we
haven’t sufficient brains and judgment in
the industry to run our business without
a policeman.”
Kuykendall found it “particularly regrettable” that at a time when many of
the industry’s trade relationships are so
near solution, coupled with efforts by the
government to encourage business to go
ahead for restoration of normal economic

from page 4)

way. The anticipation is that the increase
will generally follow in terms of two more
pictures designated for the top bracket
and others added to the lower percentage
brackets. Moreover, they insist the exhibitor will come out on the long end for
the long run.
Viewed as a current in the tide is the
new sales policy at Warner where that
company proceeds on a current policy of
six at 35 per cent, 10 at 30 per cent and
15 at 25 per cent. Next year, it will be
eight at 35 per cent, 12 at 30 and 16 at 25.
Ranging from 25 to 40 or 50 per cent
for ’39-40, M-G-M states it may have six
top productions, but only four in the top
percentage bracket. Circuit circles will not
be surprised if there finally are six. The
next group jumps from eight this season
to ten next. This applies as well to the
third group, but these latter two classifications are designed to follow the company’s policy of flexibility, dependent upon
what the studio delivers. The final group
drops from 16 to 12.
Assuming M-G-M does not seek to get
50 per cent and assuming, therefore,
further, its top designation will be at 40
per cent, it follows quickly enough that
there will be four in that bracket, ten at
35, ten at 30, and 12 at 25 per cent.
Those familiar with the general situation
say other distributors will follow suit.

Metro Plans $10,000
Exhibitor Contest
New

York — Admittedly

aimed

ulating business to the mutual

at stim-

interest of

independent theatre owners and M-G-M,
Howard Dietz, the distributor’s director of
advertising and publicity, is putting $10,000 in cash into circulation for the best
campaigns on M-G-M pictures to be released between Sept. 1, 1939 and Jan. 1,
1940. Theatre owners may submit more
than one campaign during the contest
period.
There are to be identical prizes for
first run and subsequent run exhibitors,
with first place in each division entitled
to $2,500; $750 for second place, and $500
for third. There will also be 100 prizes
of $25 each for runners-up
tions.

in both sec-

The company will put out a special publication entitled “The Screen Forecast,”
directly to the public during the contest.
A special campaign book for the contest,
the only official scrap book acceptable
for the campaign contributions, will be
available gratis. Dietz emphasizes the
contest will be “What you did counts —
not merely the way you present it.”
The contest closing date is March 1,
1940.

conditions, “we are forced into another
fight for our existence which the Neely
block booking bill brings about.”
Week of Hearings
Seen for Neely
Washington

— < Hearings

on

the

Neely

block booking bill, which open April 3,
probably will run through the week.
Faced with the choice between giving
Senator Neely of West Virginia his head
or having him filibuster and possibly set
the Senate back so far as to delay adjournment, now tentatively fixed for about
June 1, the subcommittee in charge of the
measure chose the former way out.
Senator Neely introduced a motion to
dismiss the committee from further consideration of his bill March 20. Under
the rules of the Senate, it had to lay over
a day, and the Senator for two days
thereafter was almost constantly in the
Senate awaiting an opportunity to rise to
his feet and demand its consideration.
In the meantime, Majority Leader Barkley and Senator Smith of South Carolina,
chairman of the subcommittee, conferred
with him privately in an effort to straighten out the matter, and, it is understood,
were told that unless they agreed to hearings, the West Virginia member would
bring into the Senate all the material
gathered at all of the hearings which have
been held on block booking in the past
and by reading it, educate the Senate on
the subject.
BOXOFFICE

April 1, 1939

21

M-G-M Strikes for a Full 52
This Year, Says Lichtman
New

York — M-G-M

will try and

pro-

duce 52 pictures for the current season
and as many for 1939-40, A1 Lichtman,
assistant to Nicholas M. Schenck, told
Boxoffice

on his departure

for the coast,

after attending the company’s Chicago convention and conferences here with
Schenck.
“Up to now, we have only missed one
release and we hope to make that up before
the season ends, August 31.”
Discussing production policy, he said,
“Our plans are no different than ever. We
are trying to make pictures the best we
know how.” Production will continue in
England at two a year, Lichtman asserted.
Gabriel

Pascal will make “Doctor’s Dilemma” in England and not in Hollywood, according to Schenck’s assistant.
The company’s production budget this
season is being increased to $42,500,000.
This is approximately $7,500,000 greater
than anticipated at the beginning of the
season and Lichtman hopes the $42,500,000
figure will hold for 1939-40, although there
seems to be some doubt. This is an alltime record for any one company. If the
company comes through with 52, as Lichtman expects it will, it will mark the first
time M-G-M has delivered the maximum
number of announced pictures.
Lichtman has no plans of going to England at the present. Ben Goetz, in charge
of M-G-M’s production there, arrived on
the Normandie with a print of “Goodbye
Mr. Chips,” which Victor Saville produced
with Robert Donat and which Sam Wood
directed. Wood also returned on the
French liner. Goetz plans to return to
England in a fortnight.
Nine New Stars Officially
Dubbed in Metro Lineup
New

York — Lew

Ayres, Eddie Cantor,

Ina

Claire, Miliza Korjus, Hedy Lamarr, Ilona
Massey, Eleanor Powell, Mickey Rooney
and James Stewart get full star billing in
M-G-M’s 1939-40 program.
In the product lineup, as far as he gave
it to the Metro conventioneers at the
Palmer House, William F. Rodgers, general sales manager, designated at least one
full starring, or co-starring, vehicle for
all of these players with the exception of
Cantor.
While the formal M-G-M lineup also includes familiar standbys in the starring
roster such as Margaret Sullavan, Robert
Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Lionel Barrymore and Freddie Bartholomew, the program, as made known, includes no specific
assignments for them, thus far at least.
What follows is a breakdown of attractions designated with those who will appear in them, as prepared by Boxoffice:
Lew Ayres — “Dr. Kildare”
ber not assigned.

series, num-

Wallace Beery — Star in “Thunder
Afloat;” co-star with Robert Taylor and
Spencer Tracy in “Northwest Passage.”
Ray Bolger — “Tire Wizard of Oz.”
Ina Claire — Star in “After Dark.”
Joan Crawford — Star in “A Lady Comes

22

to Town,” “House of Glass;” co-star with
Spencer Tracy in “Not Too Narrow, Not

Says Films Prove
U. S. Ideals High
(Continued

from page 20)

TooRobert
Deep.”Donat — Star in "Beau Brummel,”
“Journey’s End.” Both to be made in
London.

and woman among the rank and file of
the people. This is already reflected in
the increasing number of successful entertainment films, presented in simple

Nelson Eddy — Co-Star with Jeanette
MacDonald in “Lover Come Back to Me;”
with Ilona Massey in “Balalaika.”
Clark Gable — Star in “Gone With the
Wind;” co-star with Myrna Loy in “The

terms and without exaggeration.”
Others stress the current swing toward
the further development of the South
American markets and the production of
historical shorts. On the foreign situation,
he makes this point;

Great Canadian.”
Greta Garbo — Star
“Madame Curie.”

“Government-controlled news service
may misrepresent our democratic ideals.
Government, or controlled, broadcasting
may blast out distortions of our policies,
but American pictures, even when censored
by foreign agencies, necessarily carry their
own refutations of the alleged failures of
our ideals, our policies, our efforts and

in

“Ninotchka,”

Judy Garland — “The Wizard of Oz,”
“Babes in Arms.”
Jack Haley — “The Wizard of Oz.”
Cedric Hardwicke — “On Borrowed Time.”
Miliza Korjus — Co-star with Robert Taylor and Hedy Lamarr in “Guns and FidHedy Lamarr — Co-Star with Robert Taylor and Miliza Korjus in “Guns and Fiddles.” dles;” with Robert Taylor — “Lady of the
Vivien Leigh — “Gone With the Wind.”
Tropics.”
Myrna Loy — Co-star with William Powell in “Return of the Thin Man” and “I
Love You Again;” with Clark Gable in
“The Great Canadian.”
Jeanette MacDonald — Co-star with Nelson Eddy in “Lover Come Back to Me.”
Marx Brothers — Stars in “A Day at the
Circus,” “Go West.”
Ilona Massey — Co-star with Nelson Eddy
in “Balalaika.”
Frank Morgan — “The Wizard of Oz,”
“On Borrowed Time.”
Eleanor Powell — Star in “Dancing Coed;” also in “Broadway Melody of 1940.”
William Powell — Co-star with Myrna
Loy in “Return of the Thin Man” and “I
Love You Again.”
Mickey Rooney — Star in “A Yank at
Eton” and “Babes in Arms;” the “Judge
Hardy Family” series, number not designated.
Norma Shearer — Star in “The Women.”
James Stewart — Star in “Wings on His
Robert Taylor — Star in “Hands Across
the Border;” co-star with Hedy Lamarr
Back.”
and Miliza Korjus in “Guns and Fiddles;”
with Wallace Beery and Spencer Tracy in
“Northwest Passage;” with Hedy Lamarr
in “Lady of the Tropics.”
Spencer Tracy — Star in “Thomas Edison” and “Sea of Grass;” co-star with
Wallace Beery and Robert Taylor in
“Northwest Passage;” with Joan Crawford
in “Not Too Narrow, Not Too Deep.”

Three Regional Meets
Set for Universal
New York — Universal will hold three
regional sales conventions, with places and
dates as follows:
Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati, April
15-17; Palmer House, Chicago, April 18-20;
St. Francis, San Francisco, April 22-24.
William A. Scully, general sales manager,
will preside.

touches on the trade practice situourHe system.”
ation which is “quite outside the authority
of this association” and says it indicates
“the possibility of constructive adjustment highly important to the future of
the industry.” Anent the government suit,
he repeats the industry welcomes “any
such constructive effort by the department of justice as was voiced in the department’s statement that ‘it desires to
encourage and not retard the development and orderly operation of the motion
picture industry.’ ” In that connection,
he points out, “the vital elements of this
great entertainment structure cannot be
easily destroyed,” but contends that “the
effect of violent, heedless changes in the
form of the structure is quite a different
Hays urges that some of “the current
misrepresentations of Hollywood should be
corrected
matter.” by enlarged services of authentic
information which would satisfy new
needs and at the same time project the
life and managers of this community of
creative men and women as it really is.”
He cites the 545 features produced under the code and discloses 316, or 58 per
cent, were from original stories; 26 per
cent from novels and biographical works,
10 per cent from current and other short
stories, 5V2 per cent from stage plays, and
the rest from varied sources.
The report was submitted at the annual
meeting of the MPPDA. It was unmarked
by change. Hays was re-elected president
and thus starts his 18th year in that post;
Carl E. Milliken, secretary; Frederick L.
Herron, treasurer, and George Borthwick,
assistant treasurer. The directors, also reelected without change, are Barney Balaban, Nate J. Blumberg, Jack Cohn, Cecil B.
DeMille, Earle W. Hammons, Edgar B. Hatrick, Hays, Sidney R. Kent, Sol Lesser,
Hal E. Roach, George J. Schaefer, Nicholas
M. Schenck, Murray Silverstone, Albert
and Harry M. Warner.
Present were Cohn, Hatrick, Hammons,
Schenck, Balaban, Schaefer, Blumberg,
Hays, Herron, L. V. Calvert, representing
Pioneer Pictures; T. K. Stevenson, Erpi,
and H. L. Sommerer, RCA.
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This unique
ways . . .

advertising

It can be heard

medium

as well as seen

stands

alone

in many

. » .

It entertains while itfs selling ...
It appeals to a hundred percent audience , reaching
every person it is aimed of...

And it is the only medium of advertising that you can
absolutely control so that it reaches your prospects
when

you have

them

all together— in a buying

mood.

A rare investment ... a unique investment which sells
seats at lowest cost per seat sold of any medium in the
field.

•••Prize Baby of the Industry!
*

1

"Dodge City ” Gives Namesake
The Lowdown on Its History

0
(Continued

Dodge

City,

Kas. — Shades

of the 1870’s

returned to this cowboy capital of the
western frontier Saturday and turned the
world premiere of “Dodge City” into a
colorful event.
Many moons may pass before a film can
be held responsible for swelling a town’s
population from 10,000 peace-loving citizens to a cauldron of several times that
number. Here were Marlene Dietrich, Ann
Sheridan, Priscilla Lane, rubbing elbows
with patriarchs of another day. Mustached and bearded natives, many of them
apparently torn out of the pages that
went with this cattletown when it was the
great shipping point in the west, spun
yarns with representatives of nationwide
newspaper syndicates.
Colorful, exciting and ingenious are
hardly the words to describe the activity
that gripped the town from the moment
the first trainload of visitors arrived in
the morning. Guests poured in on specially chartered trains and cars from Hollywood, New York, Chicago and Memphis.
In all, there were about 200 representatives of every form of publishing media.
Among the stars from the studios were
Errol Flynn, Olivia De Havilland. Priscilla
Lane, Marlene Dietrich, Ann Sheridan.

Bruce Cabot, Anita Louise, Margaret Lindsay, Victor Jory, George Brent, James Cagney, Jane Wyman, Rosemary Lane, Gale
Page, Glenda Farrell, Guinn Williams, Leo
Carrillo, George Bancroft, Buddy Rogers,
Claire Windsor, Dorothy Mackaill, Richard Dix and Hugh Herbert.
In the official Warner party were Hal
B. Wallis, S. Charles Einfeld, Ralph
Budd, John Harkins, Bob Taplinger
and Mitchell Rawson. Critics and representatives of about 150 daily news
and trade papers, fan and class magazines and syndicates included Rose Pelswick, Bland Johaneson, Eileen Creelman,
William Boehnel, Howard Barnes from New
York; Paul Peters of Life, Ira Wolfert of
NANA, Mark Barron of AP, A1 Kahn of
UP, from the syndicates; Jimmy Starr,
Guy Stafford, "Speed” Kendall, Harry
Friedman, Erskine Johnson, and Harry
Minse from Los Angeles, Thornton Delehanty and Paul Harrison of NEA, to mention but a few.
Excursion trains which Santa Fe put
on from cities along its route poured out
visitors. They found themselves in a replica
of the wild west days. Stores and buildings were decorated in suitable manner,
and natives turned out in costumes remi-

AMERICA -FIRST, LAST- ALWAYS!

from page

6)

which he can rest if he wants to and
this is no conscious, or otherwise,
oversight of his "Adventures

of Rob-

Aside

from its obvious moneymaking potentialities and if this is
Hood." to draw any lessons from
the intime
it all, "Dodge City" demonstrates
quite clearly that, when Hollywood
remembers motion pictures are supposed to move, Hollywood returns in
a

hurry

to picture-making fundamentals which it frequently overlooks or forgets. This one starts to
go from the beginning and simply
refuses to stop.
there.

It's got something

niscent of the eighties. To accommodate
the horses that roamed the streets, car
owners were asked to leave their machine
buggies at a safe distance.
Influences of the celluloid that have
probably brought sharper focus on this
town in the public print than any in the
country were felt in all directions. The
Kansas Music Festival was advanced one
month. This unusual function featured 45
bands from all sections of the Jayhawk
state. A gala western roundup in the new
8,000-seat stadium brought local entries
against a group of Hollywood experts. Then
a street parade, with stars, state and town
officials, the 45 bands and costumed citizens participating. This, and more, all
was tied up in a huge publicity bouquet
with Dodge
bration.

City’s 60th anniversary

cele-

Following the film’s simultaneous opening at the only four theatres here — the
Dodge, Crown, Cozy and Beeson — Gov.
Payne Ratner and a host of officials were
hosts at a civic ball.
Every word describing the celebration
that a half-hour nationwide radio hookup
could carry went over 90 stations of
NBC’s Blue and Red networks between
7 and 7:30 p. m., Central time.

Majors' Legal Battery
Draws Defense Lines
(Continued
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as Margaret Lea • Edward Ellis as Andrew Jackson
Joan Fontaine as Eliza Allen • A Republic Picture
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Distributors and their attorneys met with
William F. Rodgers, general sales manager
for M-G-M and head of the distributor
sub-committee, at the Hotel Astor Tuesday
and Wednesday when final changes in the
draft were worked out.
Sidney R. Kent, president of 20th-Fox,
was unable to attend the meetings, being
detained on the coast lining up product for
the annual sales meeting which got under
way in Chicago during the week. Prior
to his departure, he told Boxoffice he
hoped the final draft would be completed
by April 1. It was finished just a few
days ahead of that.
BOXOFFICE
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"ULTIMATE" IN CONCESSIONS INCLUDED IN NEW
TRADE PRACTICE DRAFT APPROVED BY MAJORS
Copies Sent to Exhibitor
Leaders and Department
Of Justice Officials

Text

of uTrade
—

PREAMBLE
signatories hereto, being distributors, exhibitors and organized groups of
exhibitors of motion pictures, hereby
severally adopt the following as a code of
fair practice, hereby severally binding
themselves to the observance of the principles, policies and practices set forth
herein in the licensing, distribution and
exhibition of motion pictures in continental United States.
The

New

York — The

“ultimate”

in conces-

sions by major companies in revision of existing trade practices is contained in the
final draft evolved late Thursday after extended conferences among members of the
joint distributor committee and attorneys.
Approved by all major distributors except United Artists, which firm has withdrawn from participation in the conferences, the draft has been mailed to exhibitor leaders who took part in previous
conferences and to the department of justice.
Representing, therefore, the consensus
of major opinion on concessions, the draft
is presented to exhibitors for adoption, rejection or, as the language of an accompanying letter indicates, further elaboration of arbitration provisions.
The distributor attitude is crystallized
substantially in the following comment by
a distributor committee spokesman upon
perfection of the draft:
“The revised document contains about
80 per cent of what the exhibitor bodies
asked for. That is the limit we can give
now.
“The arbitration plan probably has some
flaws, but it represents something tangible to start with — and the corrections can
come later. If there is sincerity all around,
we will put this pact into effect immediately. It certainly is far better than
nothing.
“The majority of the points that Abram
F. Myers (Allied general counsel), asked
for are in the draft. Clearance, forcing
of shorts, and preferred playdates are
some of them.”
Indications are that Myers will call a
meeting of the Allied board to study the
revised proposals. Distributors are hopeful
Allied will approve the pact and that other
exhibitor organizations will do likewise.
Should

Allied reject it, “individual distributors will adopt their own course toward

granting relief,” in the opinion of a committee member.
Under consideration in a suggestion to
William F. Rodgers, committee chairman,
that copies of the draft be sent to all exhibitors, regardless of organization affiliation. Meanwhile, copies have been mailed
to the following:
Ed Kuykendall, MPTO A president; Col.
H. A. Cole, Allied president; Abram F.
Myers, Allied general counsel; Lee Moffitt,
president of the MPTO of Kentucky; John
Rugar, president of the Intermountain
Theatres Ass’n; W. F. Crockett, president
of the MPTO of Virginia; Albert A. Galston, president of the ITO of S. Calif, and
Arizona; Harry Brandt, president of the
ITOA of New York City; Charles R. Gil(Continued

BOXOFFICE

on

page

26)

:: April 1, 1939

E

I. Exclusion Privilege
(1) Exclusion as a matter of right.
Whenever an exhibitor shall have entered
into a license agreement for all of the
feature motion pictures (“features”) offered1 at any one time by a distributor for
a run in any situation2, such exhibitor
shall have the right to exclude therefrom,
without payment of the license fee therefor, not to exceed twenty per cent of the
total number of features contracted for,
if the average of the license fees for all
features contracted for shall not exceed
$100.00 per picture; fifteen per cent, if
such average is in excess of $100.00 and
not in excess of $250,000; and ten per
cent, if such average is in excess of
$250.00
In determining the number of features
that may be excluded, fractions of onehalf or more shall be counted as one and
fractions of less than one-half shall not
be counted.
In computing the average of the license
fees for all features contracted for the
license fees of features based in whole or
in part on a percentage of the gross receipts of exhibition shall be included at
the average of the license fees of all the
distributor’s features of the preceding motion picture season which were exhibited
upon a percentage basis for the same run
in such situation. If none of the distributor’s features was so exhibited during the
preceding season, then such average of
license fees shall be agreed upon by the
distributor and the exhibitor and included
in the license agreement.
For the purpose of determining the
rights of exclusion of an exhibitor hereunder, so-called “Westerns” (as such term
is understood in the motion picture industry),3 reissues and foreigns (except
such as may have been produced outside
of the United States in the English
language by an American producer or distributor or subsidiary thereof) shall not
be included in the number of features oflAn

such
2An

exhibitor contracting1 for a portion of distributor’s features shall be deemed
to have contracted for “all of the feature motion pictures offered” if the distributor shall have offered only
portion to exhibitor.
exhibitor

shall

be

deemed

to

have

con-

tracted “for a run in any situation” if he contracts for the right to exhibit each feature for a
particular run either at a
specified theatre or
upon an “or” basis,
specified theatres.

i. e., at
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one

of

two

or

more

30nly “Westerns” which are not of the usual
character and type of, and are inexpensively produced as compared with, the distributor’s general
line of features for the particular season in question.

30, 1939)

Code
—

fered or contracted for as above provided,
but shall be deemed to have been offered
in separate groups and, if contracted for,
the features in each such group shall be
subject to exclusion on the basis set forth
above and, if included with other features
in the same license agreement, shall be
separately listed.
The right of an exhibitor to exercise his
exclusion privilege herein provided for
shall be subject to the following terms and
conditions :
(a) a first run exhibitor shall give the
distributor written notice with respect to
each feature he elects to exclude within
fourteen days after the mailing by distributor of the first notice of availability
thereof; any other exhibitor shall give
such notice within fourteen days after the
close of the first exhibition of such feature in the city or town in which his
theatre is located or the mailing of the
notice of availability thereof, whichever is
later, provided that if such feature is not
exhibited on a prior run in such city or
town and notice of availability shall have
been previously mailed to such exhibitor,
the distributor shall mail to such exhibitor a new notice of availability thereof
and notice of exhibitor’s election to exclude such feature shall be given within
fourteen
days after the mailing of such
new
notice;
(b) the exhibitor shall not, at the time
of giving such written notice, be in material default under the license agreement4;
(c) exclusions shall be made proportionately among the several price brackets
provided for in the license agreement5;
but any number of exclusions to which an
exhibitor is entitled may be made from
the lowest price bracket;
(d) if any exhibitor, having the right
to do so, fails to exclude one or more features from higher brackets, he shall, for
each such feature, have the right to exclude one feature from the lowest bracket;
provided, however, that if at the time
there are no unplayed available features
in the lowest bracket, he may exclude a
feature from the next lowest bracket.
Upon the exclusion of any feature under this Section (1), the license therefor
(Continued on page 26)
4Without limiting the generality of the term
“material default,” an exhibitor shall in any event
be deemed so to be in material default if, at the
time of giving notice of exclusion, he has failed to
pay the license fee due for any feature theretofore
exhibited by him or if, at such time, he has failed
reasonably to perform the license agreement with
respect to the playing of features theretofore made
available to him thereunder.
5ExampIe: If the agreement licenses forty-eight
features, of which eight are in the highest bracket,
twelve are in the next to highest bracket, sixteen
in the next to lowest bracket, and the remaining
twelve in the lowest bracket, and, if the exhibitor
has

the right to exclude ten per cent, (five features), then not more than one feature may
be
eliminated from the highest bracket, not more
than one from the next to highest bracket, not
more than two from the next to lowest bracket,
and the remaining one feature from the lowest
bracket; or all five or any lesser number may be
eliminated from the lowest bracket.
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A Letter to Allied

I

.

the right at any time before the arbitrators shall have made their award to offer
or license all or any of its features to any
other exhibitor.
An exhibitor who has been a customer
of a distributor and who has refused to

New

York — The

following

letter,

distributors joint committee, went
of the new trade practice draft:

over

the

signature

of

W.

to Col. H. A. Cole, president

F.

Rodgers

for

the

of Allied, with a copy

contract for such distributor’s features for
the situation involved shall have no right
to attempt to use this Article to compel
such distributor to license to him from
time to time its outstanding feaures.

V

“Please refer to my letter of December 1, 1938, under cover of which we sent you
a memorandum prepared by us embodying the trade practice proposals resulting
from the conferences between the distributors and various exhibitor groups representing most of the theatre operators throughout the country. That memorandum
as revised by us has been .
the basis of further conferences, and your counsel was
good enough to send our counsel a further revision which was discussed at conferences between our respective counsel. As a result we have prepared a new revised
memorandum which we enclose herewith.

Any dispute as to whether such requested feature is an “Exceptional Feature” as
above described or as to the number of
features which can reasonably be exhibited by exhibitor in such situation or as
to whether exhibitor is so attempting to
use this Article, shall be submitted to
arbitration by exhibitor within fourteen
days after the refusal by distributor to
license to exhibitor the number of features requested by the exhibitor.

“Our original memorandum called attention to the fact that various matters in
connection with arbitration and arbitration machinery had not been fully discussed.
In a subsequent conference when we discussed a revision of this memorandum, we
handed you a proposed basis which we had prepared upon which arbitration machinery might be set up. Your counsel’s revision contained counter suggestions as
to arbitration, which were discussed with our counsel. However, we have not yet
completed a revision of the provisions with respect to arbitration machinery, and for
that reason we again enclose the proposed basis for arbitration which we previously
handed you. It is obvious that this is not complete and further elaboration will be

(1) Flat rentals and guarantees. A distributor will not exercise the right to
designate
Pre features for preferred playing
fer
(Continued
on page 27)
re

necessary in the light of discussions and of your counsel’s suggestions, but we believe
that the statements of principle contained in it and in the revised memorandum
enclosed herewith will furnish the foundation for the arbitration machinery desired.
“Since our discussions we have been notified by United
it has withdrawn from participation in the conferences.

Artists Corporation

d P
lay
ing
Tim

that

Concessions Limit
Seen in Pact
e

“Following the same course as before, we are sending a copy of this letter and
its enclosures to the Department of Justice in accordance with assurances of counsel
that the Department would be kept informed of the results of our industry conferences.
“If the accompanying revised memorandum substantially expresses your understanding of these proposals, we renew our previous suggestion that a joint conference
be held with the Department of Justice at the earliest possible date for the purpose
of obtaimng its approval of these proposals and of considering methods of putting
them

Text of Draft
(Continued

from

page

25)

shall terminate and all rights thereto shall
revert to the distributor and such exclusion shall be charged against the number of exclusions to which the exhibitor
may be entitled, whether or not a new
license agreement for the exhibition of
such feature is subsequently entered into
by such exhibitor.
All disputes growing out of the exercise
or attempted exercise by an exhibitor of
the exclusion privilege provided for in
this Section (1) shall be subject to arbitration.
(2) Exclusion for cause. An exhibitor
shall have the right, in addition to the
exclusion privilege provided for in Section
(1) above, to exclude from any license
agreement any feature which may be
locally offensive on moral, religious or
racial grounds, provided he shall give the
distributor written notice, not later than
fourteen days after the conclusion of its
first exhibition in the exchange territory
in which the exhibitor Pu is served, of his
bl
desire to exclude such feature,
specifying
ic
the reasons therefor. Upon Dethe exclusion
ma
of any feature under this provision,
the
nd and all
license therefor shall terminate
fo
r
rights thereto shall revert to the
Ex disce or
tributor. Any dispute as to whether
pt
not a feature is in fact so locally offensive
io
shall be subject to arbitration. The arbi-na
l
trators shall not, in deciding such question, take into consideration the decision
of any arbitrators with respect to the
same feature except only that they may
do so if such decision concerns the same
feature in the same local area in which
exhibitor’s

theatre

is located.

Each distributor shall make a general
trade announcement at or prior to the

23

(Continued

into effect.”

beginning of each of its seasons, containing such information as it may be practicable to give of all features completed or
actually in production then intended for
release during such season, it being understood that the completion of such features
actually in production and the making
of such other features which it is intended
to produce are subject to the hazards and
uncertainties of the business and they
may not be completed or produced, as
planned.

Fe

at

If in any town orurein any city, or section of a metropolitan city, an exhibitor
shall request of a distributor the license
for a run in any situation6 of a feature,
having such an exceptional and outstanding appeal as to create a natural and
spontaneous national public demand and
for which there is a spontaneous and natural public demand in the town, city or
section of the metropolitan city in which
his theatre (s) is located, and which would
not be shown in such town, city or section
unless licensed for exhibition to exhibitor,
and the distributor offers to exhibitor a
greater number of features than exhibitor
because his playing time will be so absorbed by previous commitments for features can without altering his operating
policy reasonably exhibit in such situation,
the distributor will then offer to such exhibitor such lesser number of features, including such requested feature, as may be
agreed upon or, lacking such agreement,
such number as may be determined by
arbitration to be the maximum number
of features which can reasonably be exhibited by exhibitor in such situation;
provided that the distributor shall have

6“For a
run in any situation” as
Section (1) of Article I, footnote 2.

defined
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from
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mour, president of the Theatre Owners &
Managers of the Rocky Mountain Region,
and to Leo. F. Wolcott, president of the
Allied ITO of Iowa and Nebraska.

How BOXOFFICE
Growth of a Trade
New

York — How

transitions

from

Reported
Pact
Boxoffice

reported

the first proposals

by the

distributors’ negotiating committee (issue
of December 10, 1938), to revised edition
following general rejection by exhibitor
bodies and also the initial arbitration proposals by majors (January 28, 1939), to
Allied’s draft of a revision of the revised
proposals submitted by distributors (February 18, 1939) to Trade Practice Code,
Revision of March 30, 1939, (current issue).
This is the key to those regular readers
of Boxoffice who desire to make comparisons. At a glance, it is apparent changes
have been made in the titles of various
clauses, comparing the first distributor
draft with the final one just made public.
For

instance, where the original reference to clause one was “Cancellation Privileges,” it is now known as “Exclusive Privilege.” Whereas clause three was formerly
referred to as “Exhibitor’s Limited Playing Time,” it is now called “Public Demand for Exceptional Feature.” Number
five, formerly known as “Runs and Existing Customers,” has been altered to “Some
It is
noted that the latest draft
Run
Available.”

makes

no reference to “Non-Theatrical Competition,” formerly clause nine, and “Boxoffice
Statements,” originally clause 14. In their
place, distributors have substituted a prothe

vision for “Regular Customer” and “Term,”
first being clause six and the latter

clause 16 in the new draft. “Coercing
Contracts,” which replaced “Acquiring
Theatres” as clause 13 in distributor draft
remains unchanged in character.
BOXOFFICE
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"Not Applicable,"
So UA Pulls Out

V

New

York

— Revealed

in

the

com-

mittee’s letters to exhibitor leaders ac.
companying copies of the draft, the reason for the withdrawal of United Artists
from the trade practice conferences was
explained later by an authoritative
pany source, as follows:

V

com-

“There is nothing in the trade pact to
which we subscribe. The cancellation
privilege cannot apply to United Artists
I
because pictures are not made or sold on
the system general with other companies.
Each producer makes three or four, and
it is impossible I
in selling to provide for

ing of such notice of rejection.
If the feature is determined, by agreement or arbitration, to be unsuitable for
the designated preferred playing time, or
the designation thereof be deemed withdrawn as above provided, distributor may,
at its option, either (a) designate the
feature to be exhibited upon the same license terms on other days of the week or
(b) then or thereafter substitute another
feature to be exhibited on preferred playing time upon the terms designated for
the feature objected to; in the latter case
the license fee for the feature originally
designated shall be such as may be designated by the distributor within its right
under the license agreement.
Nothing in this Section (2) shall decrease or increase the number of features
in each bracket as set forth in the license
agreement.
To meet

objections

of certain

exhibitors

to so-called “exclusive selling,” an exhibitor shall be able to obtain from a distribucancellations. Each producer’s output is
So of its features in any situation,
tor a run
sold independently. Score charges were
me
the run to R
be designated by the distribudropped years ago. The company’s policy
tor, provided un(a) distributor and exhibitor
has never been to sell away from.
estabAv
ai upon the number of
can mutually agree
lished customers: it never has had theatre
la
features to be licensed
bl and other terms
affiliations, and has never threatened to
e
and conditions: < b) the exhibitor’s theabuild opposition theatres.
tre <s) (i) is not of an obsolete character,
“Anybody doing business with United
(ii) is in good condition and (iii) is operArtists consistently knows we never do
ated under a policy that is not destrucanything for which complaints can be
tive and (iv) is operated under a policy
made, particularly those being covered in
which will not substantially reduce the

the trade practice pact.”
An official statement is expected from
Murray Silverstone, head of UA, who is
arriving in New York over the weekend.
It is felt within company ranks that United Artists must explain its stand in view
of the action of the committee in bringing
the withdrawal to light.

Text of Draft
(Continued

from

page

26)

time which it may have under a license
agreement with respect to any features,
the license fee for which is either a fixed
sum or is computed in whole or in part
upon a percentage of the gross receipts
of exhibition with a fixed minimum sum
guaranteed.
(2) Features Unsuitable for Preferred
Playing Time. If a distributor shall exercise the right to designate features for
preferred playing time which it may have
under a license agreement with respect to
any feature licensed solely on a percentage basis, which is claimed by exhibitor
to be unsuitable for such playing time and
if exhibitor shall give distributor written
notice of his objections thereto and the
reasons therefor within seven days after
the mailing of notice of such designation
in case of a first run in a city in which
an exchange is located or in any other
case within seven days after the close
of its first exhibition in the exchange city
from which exhibitor is served or the
mailing of the notice of designation,
whichever is later, the question of such
suitability shall be determined by agreement between distributor and exhibitor or,
lacking such agreement, by arbitration.
Unless distributor rejects the claim of
exhibitor by mailing notice to exhibitor
within seven days after the mailing by exhibitor of such notice of objections as
above provided, distributor shall be
deemed to have withdrawn such designation. Should distributor, however, reject
such claim, exhibitor shall commence
arbitration proceedings to determine the
dispute within seven days after the mail-
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To meet

Re

gular ofCucertain
stomer exhibitors
objections

to so-called “selling away to a circuit,”
a distributor will not refuse to license its
features to its regular customer who is
not a “circuit customer,”8 in order to license them, for the same run in the
same competitive area, to another exhibitor for the sole reason that such other exhibitor is a circuit customer, provided
such regular customer (a) has substantially performed his previous license agreements with the distributor, (b) maintains and operates his theatre in a modern
manner, and (c) is financially responsible.
Any dispute as to whether a distributor
has so refused to license its features to
such regular customer shall be subject
to arbitration. Should distributor elect
to license its features to an exhibitor
(other than its then current customer)
who is a circuit customer, distributor
shall, if its then current customer is not
a circuit customer, give him notice by
telegraph of its election so to do. Should
such current customer fail to commence
arbitration proceedings within five days
after the sending of such notice, he shall
be deemed to have waived all claims, if
any, in connection with such features
under this Article VI.
No exhibitor shall be required to license
short subjects, newsreels, trailers, serials,
re-issues, “Westerns” or foreigns,9 (hereinafter collectively referred to in this

Article as “Shorts”), as a condition of
distributor’s revenue from any other run7 ;
and (c) exhibitor is of good reputation
licensing other features.
as a theatre operator and customer or, if
An exhibitor shall have no right to ashe has not been an exhibitor theretofore,
sert any claim that the licensing of such
Sho
features
was so conditioned unless he
rt
is of good reputation and financially reS
shall uhave
sponsible. Any dispute arising under probje mailed to the distributor at its
c
ts, notice in writing of such
Home Office
visos <b) or (c) hereof shall be subject to
New grounds therefor within
arbitration. No dispute under proviso (a)
claim and the
sr
hereof shall be subject to arbitration; but
forty-eight hours eeafter
ls, delivery by exeach distributor states that it will be its
hibitor of his signed application
for such
etc.
policy not to request unreasonable license
“Shorts.” Any dispute as to whether the
fees or other terms or conditions from
(Continued on page 28)
an exhibitor for the purpose of defeating
this Article V.
7A policy shall not be deemed
destructive or
one which will substantially reduce such revenue
if it is a
policy established under methods
of
competition normal and fair in such situation.

8A “circuit customer,” as that term, is used in
Article VI, is a customer who is, or is a. part of,
a circuit, a buying combine, a booking combine or
a cooperative.
9“Westerns“ and
I, Section (1).

To Other Exhibitor

foreigns

as

defined

in

Article

Leaders

New York — The letter below went to Ed Kuykendall, president of MPTOA, and
to other exhibitor leaders who participated in the trade practice conferences. Signed
by W. F. Rodgers for the distributors joint committee, the letter follows:
“Please refer to my letter of December 1, 1938, under cover of which we sent
you a memorandum prepared by us embodying the trade practice proposals resulting from the conferences between the distributors and various exhibitor groups representing most of the theatre operators throughout the country. That memorandum
has been the basis of further conferences, and a revised memorandum has been prepared by us in me light of the discussions had at such conferences. We enclose the
revised memorandum herewith.
“The original memorandum called attention to the fact that various matters in
connection with arbitration and arbitration proceedings had not been fully discussed. In some of the subsequent conferences there has been discussion of arbitration. The revised memorandum enclosed herewith provides for arbitration of specified matters. We also enclose a proposed basis which we prepared some time ago
upon which the arbitration machinery may be set up. We realize that this is not
complete and further elaboration will be necessary, but we believe that the statements of principle contained in it and in the memorandum itself will readily furnish
the foundation for the machinery desired.
“Since our discussions we have been notified by United
it has withdrawn from participation in the conferences.

Artists Corporation

that

“Following the same course as before, we are sending a copy of this letter and its
enclosures to the Department of Justice in accordance with assurances of counsel
that the Department would be kept informed of the results of our industry conferences.

“If the accompanying revised memorandum substantially expresses your understanding of these proposals, we renew our previous suggestion that a joint conference
be held with the Department of Justice at the earliest possible date for the purpose
of obtaining its approval of these proposals and of considering methods of putting
them

into effect.”
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Chicago — "Whatever the trade practices may be, 20th-Fox will follow the
rules," Herman
manager, told

Wobber, general sales
the annual convention

here. "There will be no chiseling. We
always have been fair in our dealings
with exhibitors and will continue to

V
V

X

Says 20th-Fox Will
"Follow Rules"

follow

that

policy

faithfully."

eCh

or

Sc

4
Score charges, if any, for flat rental
features for the 1938-1939 exhibition season shall be added to and consolidated
with the license fees therefor. Commencing with the 1939-1940 exhibition season
there shall be no separate score charge for
features licensed on either a flat rental
or a percentage basis.

s
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ar

)
Under license agreements authorizing a
distributor to allocate features to particular price brackets, distributor, on giving
notice of the availability of each feature,
shall notify exhibitor of the price allocation thereof, except that such notice of
price allocation shall be given not later
than fourteen days after the national release date thereof to first-run exhibitors
in those cities which the distributor may
designate as “Key

Cities.”

Each distributor will use its best efforts
to simplify its form of license agreement.

s

re
tu

ea

Whenever an exhibitor shall have the
right under a license agreement to select
a number of features out of a larger
number, he shall exercise such right by
written notice of selection or rejection of
each feature to which he may be entitled
under such agreement within twenty-one
days after the mailing of the notice of
availability thereof. Failure of exhibitor
to give such written notice with respect
to any feature within such period shall
constitute a selection thereof by exhibitor.

called

a meeting

(b) an award
cense agreement.

cancelling such

li-

(1) Performance of License Agreements.
Any claim by either party to a license
agreement that the other party has
breached any provision thereof shall be
subject to arbitration.
The arbitrators shall have power to
make the following awards only:

Oth (a) To find that the provision involved has been breached;
er
S
jecdirect specific performance
(b) ubto
ts
of the provision
of involved;
Arb
itr
<c) to award actual
ati damages with
on
respect to each feature
involved,
which award shall not exceed the
liquidated damages provided therefor
in the license agreement.
(2) Clearance. The parties hereto recognize: that clearance, reasonable as to
time and area, is essential in the distribution and exhibition of motion pictures;
that an exhibitor has the right without
restriction to license for any theatre any
run for which he is able to negotiate with
any distributor; and that, subject to Article
VI hereof, a distributor has the right without restriction to license for any theatre
any run for which it is able to negotiate
with any exhibitor.
Any dispute as to whether or not the
existing clearance, under the conditions involved in the particular instance, is unreasonable shall be subject to arbitration.
The powers of arbitrators in any dispute
relating to clearance shall be limited to:
(a) a finding as to whether or not
the theatre or theatres whose clearance is complained of, or any of them,
is
entitled to clearance; and, if so,
then,

for Wednesday

when

his group will ratify or reject the new
trade practice draft. It is planned to
bring

in the

groups,

seven

other

who negotiated
tributors, later for their

independent
with the
reaction.

dis-

features reasonably to protect the responding exhibitor against non-delivery of features and failure to make features available and give due regard to the type and
operating policy of the theatre or theatres
operated by the responding exhibitor. In
no event shall an exhibitor be deemed to
be “over-bought” if his minimum commitments do not exceed by more than fifteen
(15%) per cent his maximum requirements. If the arbitrators shall find that
over-buying exists as herein provided, they
shall specifically find by what number, if
any, the responding exhibitor shall have
over-bought and the responding exhibitor
shall then be permitted a period of fourteen days from the date of the arbitrators’
decision to obtain the release of such excess number, if any, from his license agreement (s) ; if the exhibitor does not obtain
such release, in whole or in part, then the
arbitrators shall make an award apportioning among the distributors, with which
responding exhibitor has entered into license agreements, the number of features
to be released by them, respectively (being
in the aggregate the number of features
“overbought” less such number, if any, the
release of which the responding exhibitor
shall have obtained) to the complaining
exhibitor10, provided that no such award
shall be made unless adequate assurance
shall be given to each distributor that it
will receive from the complaining exhibitor,
in respect of its features to be so released,
no less in license fees and no less favorable other terms than were provided for in
its license agreement with the responding
exhibitor.
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reasonably requires for exhibition in his , Ot The provisions of this code shall apply
h
to
all
contracts
made
after
January 1,
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theatre or theatres, with the intent and
rT
er for 1939-1940 product and the prod1939
effect of depriving the complaining exhibiuctmsofasubsequent years so long as this
tor of sufficient features to operate his
nd shall be in effect.
agreement
theatre or theatres, shall be subject to arCo^
bitration.
nIn considering such complaint, the arbiThe term of this code shall be for two
trators shall, among other things, make
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due allowance for a sufficient number of
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York — Harry Brandt, president
ITOA of New
York City, has

fe

No distributor shall coerce or intimidate
an exhibitor to enter into any license
agreement by threatening to build or
otherwise acquire, or by falsely representing that any other person will build or
acquire, a motion picture theatre for
operation in competition with such exhibitor.

New
of the

Ef

Re
le
If under any license
as agreement an exe play features in
hibitor is obligated to
the order of their release, the distributor
will not withhold features from exhibitor
because features previously released have
not been exhibited by him if his failure
to exhibit them was due to the failure of
distributor to make them available. Any
dispute hereunder shall be subject to arbitration.

ITO A Pact Action
Wednesday

(a) a finding as to whether or not
the exhibitor was so coerced or intimidated; and, if the finding be in the
affirmative, then,

.

.
I

licensing of such features was so conditioned shall be subject to arbitration. The
powers of arbitrators in any such dispute
shall be limited to:
V
(a) a finding as to whether or not
the licensing of such features was so
.
conditioned; and, if the finding be in
the affirmative, then,
(b) an award cancelling the license
agreement or agreements for (or to
the extent that they relate to) such
"Shorts.”

I

An exhibitor shall have no right to assert any claim that he has been so coerced
or intimidated unless he shall have mailed
to the distributor at its Home Office
notice in writing of such claim and the
grounds therefor within forty-eight hours
after delivery by exhibitor of his signed
application for such license agreement.
Any dispute as to whether exhibitor
was so coerced or intimidated shall be
subject to arbitration. The powers of
arbitrators in any such dispute shall be
limited to:

Any signatory hereto may withdraw
herefrom at the end of the second exhibi( Continued on page 32-H)

"No Comment "
Says Cohen
New York — “No comment," was the
laconic observation of Max
Cohen,

lOThe rights of exclusion, if any, under Article
I, Section (1) hereof, of a responding exhibitor
found by the arbitrators to have over-bought,
shall be determined and computed on the basis of

president

his

the

new

of

Allied

trade

of New

practice

draft.

York,

on

license agreement(s) as modified in consequence of such finding.
exhibition season for the purpose of this
shall be deemed to commence
September

llAn
Article

first and

end

August

thirty-first
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The New
New

York — Trade

practice

conferences

here submerged into the background as
the entire local industry focused its attention on developments in what is regarded to date as one of the most serious
strike situations affecting operation of
major and independent theatres alike.
The strike resulted with the refusal of
distributors to recognize a demand by
Local 306 not to service theatres which do
not employ its operators. For years. Local
306 has been trying to induce Century circuit and Sam Cocalis to break away from
Empire State union without success. Injunctions have been taken out from time
to time with the result 306 has been unable to make the headway it had anticipated for relieving an unemployment
condition within its ranks.
As a final move, Local 306 members recently met and issued an ultimatum. It
called for a strike at exchanges and theatres where its men are employed unless
distributors would make every effort to
bring “non-union” houses into line, the
contention here being that Empire is a
company union formed for the benefit of
Cocalis, the late Jack W. Springer and
Century circuit and that IATSE affiliates
assisted in making the pictures on the
coast and distributing to theatres in this
area.
In othrer words, 306 felt IA men should
not handle films for “non-union” houses.
Meanwhile, it is learned, other IA locals
in the state are making moves to unionize
theatres in various counties, but are not
willing to take into the organizations nonunion operators wishing to join the union
and preserve their jobs. Exhibitors are
insisting on this and, from accounts, the
plan on part of IA locals is not materializing as well as expected.
Day-by-day developments follow:
Nicholas

Saturday- March 25
M. Schenck, president

York

Strike — Day

There is no dispute between Local 306 and
the company over wages, hours or working conditions.
“The strike has been called solely to
coerce your company to refuse delivery of
its films to any theatre in Greater New
York which employs a projection room
operator who is not a member of Local
306.
“All projectionists in our New York exchange and home office and theatres are
within the jurisdiction of Local 306, have
been for a long time and are now members of that local. To comply with the
demand of Local 306 would require us to
breach a large number of contracts with
independent theatres which do not employ
members of that local.
“We have been advised that to join with
Local 306 in taking action which would
shut off our film from these theatres,
would be in violation of law. We have,
therefore, been compelled to refuse the demand of Local 306.”
Directed at the Century and Cocalis
circuits, as well as numerous small opera-

by Day
tors, some exchangemen

figure that, if

Century
to accede
to Local
306’s
demands, were
it would
add $250,000
annually
to payroll and if smaller houses had to
employ 306 men it would drive them out
of business. Both large independent circuits undisturbed over situation.
Coming within jurisdiction of the federal court, RKO, through Attorney William J. Donovan, petitions Judge William
O. Bondy, who has been on reorganization
for past six years, for hearing Monday
and also for instructions.
Monday, March 27
Schenck, slated to leave for coast with
A1 Lichtman, his assistant, cancels. Instead, heads for Washington with J.
Robert Rubin, M-G-M general counsel,
(Continued on page 32-F)

of

Loew’s: Leo Spitz, president of RKO Corp.;
George E. Browne, head of the IATSE,
and Joseph D. Basson, president of Local
306, hold special meeting at Spitz’s suite
at the Essex House. Basson notifies
Schenck and Spitz local has declared a
strike and projectionists at exchanges and
home offices are not to report for work
Monday and would not return to work
until exchanges cease servicing theatres in
metropolitan area not employing Local
306 men; that pickets would parade exchanges and other union employes in exchanges would not pass picket lines. Basson further states that, in the event exchanges continue to deliver films to theatres not employing Local 306 men, members of the union are to be withdrawn
from theatres where employed.
Sunday, March 26
Distribution heads, with George J.
Schaefer, RKO president, as spokesman
hold all-day session at Hays office mapping out plans to meet union strike order.
Issue first official statement on strike
order with Big U, Columbia, Loew’s, Paramount, RKO, 20th-Fox, UA and Vitagraph co-signers. Status explained, and
follows:
“The projection room operators in our
New York exchange and home offices have
been called out on strike by Local 306.
BOXOFFICE
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M
ne—shows-pl““
es New
Above, Disor
to the ganiz
left, exhibitors
are seenYork
carting Routi
their own
from the
Strike

Film
Center Building. Above, to the right, the open-mouthed one is waiting for
his boss to come along in his car. Below, projectionists take to the picket
line, again in front of the Film Center Building, as the police appear to
maintain order. They had nothing to do but cool their heels.
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Distributor Profits

Offer Revamp Plan
On Security Act

Look "Ahead"

New
York — Distributors’ earning are
holding "comfortably” ahead” of a year
ago, reports the Wall Street Journal; this

Washington — Retention of social security taxes at their present level for the
next three years, and operation of the

“even

social

security act on a reserve of between $2,500,000,000 and $3,000,000,000,
rather than one of $40,000,000,000 as now
provided for, has been laid before Congress
by Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau
with the approval of President Roosevelt.

districts below 1938.”
Outlook for profit margins is brighter,
the publication states. Characterizing as a
"burden” the high cost films and resultant
high amortization charges that predominated in 1938, the currently released film

The proposals of the treasury head
represent the first real concession on taxes
offered by the Administration as an aid
to business recovery, and deal with a
question which has given exhibitors and
others considerable concern.
Under the act as it now stands, the
present payroll tax of one per cent each
on

employers and employes would be increased next year to lJ/2 per cent and in
1943 to two per cent. In lieu of this scale
Secretary Morgenthau proposed that
Congress

consider either more gradual increases (1) to IV4 per cent in 1940, iy2
per cent in 1941 and 1% per cent in 1942
or (2) to 1 1/6 per cent in 1940, 1 1/3 per
cent in 1941 and IV2 per cent in 1942, or
continue the present one per cent rate
through 1942; under any of the three
methods adopted, the rates would be
stepped up to the level called for by the
present act, if necessary, in 1943.
As an

alternative

to the $40,000,000,000

reserve called for by the law, the Secretary recommended a contingent reserve
equal to three time the highest amount of
benefits to be paid in any succeeding five
years.

Roxy Net $110,095
New York — The Roxy returned a net
operating profit of $110,095 for the 51
weeks

ended Aug. 25, 1938, states the annual report of 20th Century-Fox, which
controls the theatre. The parent company’s interest is represented by first mortgage 20-year four per cent bonds due Sept.
1, 1957, in the amount of $225,000, also
3,160 shares of $1.50 dividend cumulative
preferred stock, and the entire issue of
10,000 shares of common.

though theatre attendance is running little better than even and in some

inventories cost a good deal less, “with the
result that profit margins are better, even
though

there is no gain in boxoffice
nues,” is the view.

Although

Joan Here ; Also Mail —
This is Miss Crawford as she arrived
in New York from the coast, as did
letters and thmgs. The dog, if it is
essential information, is Pupschen and
is a dachshund.

Home Office Executives
Push Chain Campaign
New York — Five National Theatres’
home office executives are acting as New
York representatives for divisional heads
in connection with the 13-week showmanship campaign which gets under way April
9. Each
and

will make
tacting zone heads

trips to the field conand district managers

inquire of their needs in the campaign. Edward Zabel, assistant to Spyros

Skouras, returns Monday from San Francisco where he has been conferring with
Arch Bowles, field marshal. Bowles on
Wednesday left for Denver, Kansas City,
Milwaukee and Seattle where he will discuss the campaign with Rick Ricketson,
E. C. Rhoden, Frank Newman
sr. and
Harold J. Fitzgerald.
Aubrey Schenck has gone to Milwaukee,
Milton Hossfeld to Kansas City, George
Balsdon to Denver and Irving Barry to
Seattle. These are the territories assigned
to the home office executives.

“showing

general
some

business

recovery,”

reve-

is pictured

theatre

as

attend-

ance is held to be “lagging somewhat.”
This is due to the view theatre attendance
and theatre earnings normally lag six
months

to a year behind

ness trend. “Plans

any

for next

major
season’s

busifilm

productions,” the publication states, “indicate that the amusement industry looks
for another swing at the boxoffice before
the year

is over.”

Federal Judge Allows
"Lynton" Case Appeal
New York — Federal Judge Samuel Mandelbaum has allowed M-G-M
Pictures
Corp., M-G-M Distributing Corp., Loew’s,
Inc., and Culver Export Corp. to appeal
to the circuit court of appeals from an
order of Judge John C. Knox Jan. 7, 1939,
allowing Edward Sheldon and Margaret
Ayer Barnes some $600,000 for alleged
plagiarism by the defendants of their play,
“Dishonored Lady,” in “Letty
The defendants listed 62
Judge Knox is charged
ing his computation.

Lynton.”
errors that

of making

in reach-

The money which Loew’s had placed in
escrow with the Empire Trust Co. toward
the settlement of the suit will remain there
until the

appeal

is decided.

Damages of $532,000, plus $55,000 attorneys’ fees and $15,000 to the special master, Gordon Auchincloss, had been awarded.

Court Dismisses Quiz
Plagiarism

Tips-for-Vv omen
Department
Hollywood — Popular
will gleam

on

women's

garden

New
colors

lips if Shirley

Ross' new idea takes hold. At present,
Miss Ross is completely azalea-conscious.
’Tve decided to use this lovely color
for as many of my summer dresses as
possible," she says. “It isn't hard to
obtain. One of the leading modistes in
Paris has put out a line of cosmetics
this season
giant

white

and

her pet lip rouge

case

with

an

azalea

stick. This also comes in geranium
How's about pansy?

30

is a
lip. . ."

Action

plagiarism action brought by Edward J.
Pfeifer against Donahue & Co., Inc., and
Edward J. Churchill, president, in which
Pfeifer claimed the theft of an idea submitted to the agency in June, 1938, the
outgrowth of which became the Movie Quiz.
The

Husband Lederer
Tells It

York — Supreme Court Justice Salvatore A. Cotillo has dismissed a $100,000

plaintiff claimed that after submitting the idea on condition of 10 per
cent of the gross, if acceptable, the agency
rejected it, turned it over to the producers
and, after its adoption, received over
$1,000,000 in advertising.
In dismissing the action Judge Cotillo
stated there must be a written contract.
He gave Pfeifer leave to file an amended
bill of complaint within 20 days.

Hollywood — That ever-popular institution, matrimony, gets a onceover by
Francis

Lederer,

whose

In advising people
Lederer goes on:

wife

is Margo.

to marry

young,

’T can assure you that I would have,
had I met Margo when I was younger.
I think

that

being

in itself. It really
a

couple

married

is a

takes

lifetime

a

to adjust themselves
sidering each other, his or her

and likes, habits and
Especially comfort.

career
for

to condislikes

comfort."
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Suit of Independent
Circuit Impends

Would Send Pact
To All Theatres
New
been

York
made

exhibitor
the

New York — One anti-trust suit against
major distributors was filed in federal
court during the week and a second suit
is slated to be recorded in the supreme
court any day, this one to name a prominent independent circuit in addition to
film companies. Both suits, according to
distributors, are without reasonable cause.
The triple damage action to make the
federal court calendar has been instituted by S. Robert Putterman and Benjamin Green, president and secretary of
Lenrose Amusement Co., which operated
the Plaza, formerly the City, Newark, N.
J., approximately four months in 1937.
Although the papers do not mention
the theatre, Boxoffice learns from the
Film Board of Trade that when Putterman and Green took over the City on
June 1, 1937, there were no outstanding
film contracts, which means the house
had been dark for a number of years.
Further, the two partners remodeled the
City and reopened it about Labor Day,
1937, as the Plaza. The theatre seats
1,100 and during the Lenrose operation
charged 10 and 20 cents admission.
Operational
On

Changes

January 26, 1938, William C. Hermann, former exchange manager in this

territory, took the
der the name of
In less than six
and it was then

Plaza and operated unHoward Amusement Co.
months, he gave it up
taken by Harry Kridel

in September, 1938, under Frances Amusement Co. Kridel still operates.
While Kridel is not involved in the
suit, it will be remembered his brother,
Moe, a few years back sued Warners on
anti-trust charges under the name of the
Ledirk Amusement Co., which has the
Palace, Orange, N. J. Moe Kridel also
operates the Colonial, same city. It is
stated by authoritative sources that this
action was settled with the pooling of the
Palace and Warner’s Embassy, same city.
Exchangemen
believe that the two
brothers do not see eye to eye on
business operations and are not linked
together in any of their enterprises.
Named in the Lenrose action is the
Hays

organization,

Columbia,

M-G-M,

Loew’s, Paramount, UA, Universal, Big U,
Warners, Vitagraph, RKO, and 20th Century-Fox. Damages of $150,000 are sought
for “unlawful restraint of trade, and discrimination against himself and other independents, resulting from price fixing
and

stifling of trade.”
Specific Charges

Specifically, it is alleged shorts were
forced by denying features, if the exhibitor failed to take the shorts, and
charging exorbitant prices for shorts.
Block booking is another allegation gone
into with the statement many unwanted
films were forced on the plaintiff, and
where pictures were offered individually,
it was done at so high a price to make
them prohibitive.
Among other charges are blind buying,
fixing of run and clearance by defendants
and granting of first, second and third

BOXOFFICE

—

Recommendation

to distributors

leaders

completed

to send

trade

every theatre owner.
the draft were made

by

out

practice

has

certain

copies

of

draft

to

Final revisions of
Wednesday after

a two-day session at the Astor Hotel
among sales managers and attorneys
for various distributors.

national Allied, have been invited to attend the three-day Allied of New York
convention at the Astor, May 23-25. The
three-day session will take the shape of a
motion picture exposition with one day to
at the World’s

The local projectionist situation and a
bill pending in Albany for two men in a
booth occupied considerable attention at
a meeting of Allied of New York at Max

On Upstate Trade
Albany — Accompanied by E. Thornton
Kelly, executive secretary of Allied of New
York, Seymour Kreiger, special FBI agent
working under Paul Williams, who will
prosecute the government’s suit against
major distributors, has been visiting numerous exhibitors in the upstate New York
during the past week. The exhibitors contacted are understood to have

registered complaints against major circuits and distributors with Kreiger and
Kelly studying the complaints which may
be used by the government in its bill of
particulars to be furnished to defendants
in compliance with Federal Judge William
O. Bondy’s recent order.
From here, Kreiger and Kelly went to
Buffalo and looked into other situations.
Kreiger then went on to Boston where Arthur Howard, Allied secretary in New
England, is scheduled to escort him on a
similar tour. Kelly is due back in New
York at his headquarters Monday.

Malone, N. Y. — Ralph Pielow,
Albany branch manager, has been
an effort to settle differences
Michael Boumansour of the Plaza
Schine circuit which operates the
Pielow made the visit as one of

New York — Col. H. A. Cole, president,
and Abram F. Myers, general counsel of

be set aside for sightseeing
Fair.

FBI Agent Calling

territory

Ask Allied Leaders
To Gotham Meet

M-G-M
here in
between
and the
Malone.
his first

important pieces of business following the
annual sales convention in Chicago. All
indications point to an anti-trust suit unless clearance and admissions at the Malone are straightened out satisfactorily to
Boumansour, an Allied of New York member. It is reported here counsel for Allied has been advised to take immediate
action.

A. Cohen’s office. Due to exhibitors being occupied at exchanges and theatres
picking up new shows, the attendance was
slim. The Albany bill is slated to be voted
on Monday with Allied men spending the
last few days contacting assemblymen and
congressmen in an effort to kill it.
Cohen discussed a previous meeting held
in Syracuse. At the upstate meeting, it
was disclosed the four-feature situation
had been eliminated and admissions increased at certain theatres. Several new
members joined the upstate unit. About
70 attended the session, including H. M.
Richey, exhibitor contact for RKO, who
stressed the need for more round table
conferences on industry matters and in
this

way

“things

will straighten

them-

Robert
selves out.”Goldblatt was named Westchester committeeman on the convention.
Increases in dues also were discussed with
a committee of three named to study the
advisability of the move and report back
to the convention.

MPPDA Committee Maps
A Security Program
New York — Formation of a committee
drawn from the board of the MPPDA
to
develop a relief and security program for
the industry is under way, Will Hays
stated after an adjourned board meeting.
The group consists of George J. Schaefer, Barney Balaban, and Joseph H. Hazen
of Warner. The trio will work with officers of the Motion Picture Relief Fund
in Hollywood, made up of Jean Hersholt,
Ralph Morgan, and Ralph Block.
It is Hays’ belief that, to meet the demands of relief in so wide and varied a

run

privileges to affiliated theatres, together with allegedly unfair clearances.

Attorneys for the plaintiffs cite “tribute”
paid in score charges, and finally allege
the Hays office is controlled and dominated by producers so that the organization fixes contracts and controls Film
Boards of Trade in key cities.
Although the exhibitor no longer runs
the theatre, the complaint ends with a
statement the plaintiff has been, and is,
unable to obtain pictures of the defendants and that any acts on the part of the
latter showing a willingness to negotiate
are sham and combined with restrictions
and

conditions
tain pictures.

making

it impossible

to ob-

field, an

exhaustive

study

of the

entire

subject must be made. The Motion Picture Relief Fund in 1938 raised $268,266,
according to Hays.

Raltery-Muller Quiz Is
Expected by Wright
New York — George Wright, an assistant
to Paul Williams, assistant to the attorney general, may conduct the examination
of Edward C. Raftery and Harry Muller,
UA officers, in the federal court building
starting

Wednesday morning. The examination is before trial in the government

anti-trust

suit against

major

distributors.
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German Films Enter

Half- Way Across the Earth
With Product Troubles
By

DAVE

He Sailed Without

GOLDING

New York — Norman Bede Rydge is a
chap with whom a lot of exhibitors will
sympathize. The chairman of the board
and managing director of the Greater
Union Theatres circuit in Australia and
New Zealand has product trouble. And
that explains his first visit to this country.
To

the

start with, Australia presents a peculiar problem for a distributing organization since half the population resides in
three capital cities of Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane. The importance of

the first-run
dent.
Rydge

situations, as a result, is evi-

the chain has 15 first runs with the 3,000seat State in Sydney the flagship of the
circuit.
With

Hoyts

Hoyts obtained franchises with 20th-Fox,
Warner, RKO, Columbia and United Artists.
Paramount’s product goes to its two
houses in Sydney and Melbourne. Loew’s
has five houses for its own pictures. Consequently, Rydge operates with Universal,
Republic, Monogram and British product.
He also plays some
suburban spots.

M-G-M

features

in the

Rydge, who took over the reins in June,
1937, claims the company is showing a
profit despite the obstacles which confront
the circuit.
Reports emanating from Australia had
Rydge as an instrumental factor in the
passage of the amendment to New South
Wales quota which included among other
things, cancellation provisions amounting

Ontario

Censors

Like

"
" Daughter
Original Ontario
Board of Mov-

Toronto — The

ing Picture Censors took the interesting stand that the original version of
"Yes, My Darling Daughter,"
ed down by the New
York
preferable

to the

as turncensors,

revised

edition,

the opinion being expressed by Chairman O. J. C. Silverthorne that the second version, which had been approved
by the New
more

York

open
nal print.

The
passed

board

of regents,

to suggestion

first copy

of

unanimously

than

the

the origi-

feature

for showing

was
in the

planned to release the revised copy.
The latter was withdrawn, however, at

32

request

of the

Ontario

chairman

declaring

should

released

be

as

that

board,
the

originally

White"

York — Usually

compelled

to deny

film

companies

statements

ap-

pearing in the various columns which
with Hollywood doings. So it was

deal

with a
learned

great deal of surprise RKO
via a
BOXOFFICE
reporter

that Jack Miley, who
column for the New

writes a sports
York Post, had

chronicled

Max

Schmeling

for

with

the

home

"Snow

had

German

sailed

rights

to

White."

RKO

official in the foreign

depart-

ment says: "That's no such thing. Walt
Disney wants a cash guarantee on the
line before he releases the picture and
Germany
American
be

doesn’t want
dollars. Until
a

to put up
then, there

deal."

to 25 per cent with an additional two and
a half for Australian production.
Rydge wants it known that he is against
cancellation at such a high percentage.
He believes it places the big circuits in a
position to overbuy and later dispose of
their liabilities. The original cancellation
clause of 12 y2 per cent, Rydge declares,
was a measure which he opposed strongly.
He also asserts emphatically he does
not favor any move which would force
American companies to produce pictures
in Australia. On the other hand, he is
quite enthusiastic over the government’s
guarantee of overdrafts made by local
producers as a stimulus in building an
industry.
As

a

result, Cinesound studios, a subsidiary of Greater Union, is planning to
produce five pictures. All told, Rydge
figures, there should be about 12 made
this year.
Rydge’s formula for operation is fairly
simple. He believes in keeping costs down,
having modern houses with the latest
equipment and exploitation along
can lines to sell the pictures.
Within

a fortnight,

the

picture
made.

New York — Little effect on the number
of German films imported by this country
is seen as a result of the 25 per cent duty
tax levied by the United States against
Germany. As one close observer sees it:
“The

films are essentially German propaganda. The Nazi government will see to

it that they continue

to be shown

Rydge

hopes

Amerito con-

here re-

gardless of the cost.”
According to a survey made by Boxoffice, there were 55 German pictures imported in 1938 and indications are the
number will be slightly increased this
year. This is borne out by a check at the
exchanges handling German films which
intimate they are not experiencing any
difficulty in bringing over pictures.

F utter to Coast
Sealing Finance

After
Deal

New York — With the close of a deal
whereby Lawrence Fox, head of General
Film Co., will finance the Leslie Howard
triple-quota picture to be made in England, Walter Futter has returned to the
coast. Title of the Howard film, which
Futter will produce abroad shortly, is “The
Man Who Lost Himself.” RKO will distribute.
Fox now is completing two pictures for
Universal in the Crime Club series and is
negotiating with Paramount and RKO for
release. William Jaffe acted for Fox on
the Futter deal and is understood sitting
in on Crime Club negotiations.

Altec Stocks, Distributes
NTS

Simplex Parts

New York — A deal has been completed
with National Theatre Supply whereby
Altec will act as their agent in stocking
and distributing replacement parts for all
types

of Four Star Simplex sound systems. Parts now will be available from
Altec stock points and warehouses during
all theatre operating hours.

fer with all foreign managers. He wouldn’t
say what his chances were of easing the
product jam so it would flow more evenly. From here, Rydge goes to England
where he will discuss a reciprocal trade
treaty with British officials.

Sees 400 "Dodge City"
Easter Key Dates
New
Easter

Manila

Censors

Reject

Warner's
"Daughter"
Manila, P. I.
— The board of

York — Warner
Week

with

expects

perhaps

censors

here banned “Yes, My Darling Daughter,”
also putting its foot down on the cut
version which was approved in New York
state.

City, Kas., weekend dates are just a shade
short of the anticipated total.

Kick in Conshohocken
Philadelphia — The lives of John

"Routine"

to go into

400 simultane-

ous key city bookings on “Dodge City.”
Following the world premiere in Dodge

was

Province of Ontario but, subsequently, the Toronto office of Warner Bros,

the

are

won't

Hoyts, in which 20th Century-Pox has
a substantial interest, is the leading circuit in Australia and a former partner
of Greater Union. In the race for film,

was

"Snow
New

A

says his circuit owns and is interested in 60 theatres. In six key cities,

Competes

Despite Duty Tilt

Meeting

New York — “Routine” was the way a
Paramount spokesman described the regular board meeting held at the home office Thursday afternoon.

Dillinger

and Tom Mooney aren’t the proper stuff
for films, according to the Woman’s Club
of Conshohocken. The club has sent resolutions to Hollywood protesting proposed
films based on the lives of these two
usual Americans.
BOXOFFICE
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Calls S. A. Market

Italy Doing the Flirting

"Our Salvation"

New York — American companies are satisfied to stay out of Italy under the
present restrictions imposed on imports, according to a spokesman for one of the
major distributors.
"We have made no overtures to Italy and the plans being discussed for a
revision of the restrictions have been at the suggestion of interests abroad," the
spokesman asserts.

New York — Extolling the South American market, Joseph H. Seidelman, Universal’s vice-president in charge of foreign sales, is back from a two-month tour
of the continent with the observation that
“it is our only salvation.”
Completing a goodwill tour on the Swedish-American liner Gripsholm, Seidelman
says the Spanish-speaking people are tiring of superimposed titles. His solution is
having Hollywood productions pay more
attention to subjects which are close to
those people.
Argentine production, according to Seidelman, is an established competitive factor. Last year, he says, 40 to 50 pictures
were produced and received a big play in
the subsequent spots, cutting into the Sunday playing time of American product.
However, Seidelman points out, the Argentine productions do not go into the
first-run situations and there is where the
American firms derive approximately 75
per cent of their revenue.
He is optimistic about Latin-American
sales and estimates his company is 25 per
cent ahead of last year for the first
quarter.

Kinemaiograph Year Book
Covering Trade Ready
New York — Complete and authoritative
information on all branches of the industry is contained in the new 722-page Kinematograph Year Book for 1939. This is, of
course, a text book concerning the United
Kingdom, Irish Free State and colonial
possessions. Copies are now here.
A
classified list covers circuits and
theatres, totaling about 5,000, in the British Isles. Personnel of the leading distributors, companies, as well as studios, is
also included. Important legal decisions,
complete

biographical particulars of personalities in the trade, studios and laboratories are part of the year book.
There is a review of technical and equipment developments in theatres and studios,
with complete details of all sound systems,
prices and sales terms. Also a digest of
all acts concerned with the industry, highlighted with the Cinematograph Films Act
of 1938 in full. Of special interest is a

Hicks Sees Little Chance
Of Easing Restrictions
New
York — Little chance of easing
Italian restrictions against the American
companies is seen by John W. Hicks jr.,
Paramount foreign head, who returned on
the Normandie, after spending three
months in Europe.
Interviewed aboard the ship on the way
up from

quarantine, Hicks made the following observation: “So far there has
nothing to believe that the Italian

been

government is changing its attitude.”
Paramount’s general foreign representative Fred W. Lange is now in Rome completing liquidation of the Rome office as
well as observing the general situation.
Aside from that, Hicks assures, there is no
special significance to Lange’s visit.
In a discussion of the expansion

England.
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parried

the ques-

with business
cellent.
There

is no

in England
truth

regarded

to the

as ex-

report, Hicks

says, that Adolph Zukor will resign from
the company. Zukor returns on the
Queen Mary, April 15, and will make a
good-will tour to Australia. Hicks is not
sure whether he will go along.
By April, 1940, the British company expects to have between six or seven pictures produced in addition to three Charles
Laughton vehicles. The latter group are
quota productions. The British studios
have finished “Stolen Life” and “Silent
Battle” and start next on “French Without Tears,” to be followed by “This Man
Is News,” “This Man in Paris” and “Live
andClaiming
Let Live.”
exclusive

screen

rights

to all

of George Bernard Shaw’s plays, Gabriel
Pascal, producer of “Pygmalion,” stated
“One hour before I left, Shaw told me I
can have the monopoly on all his plays
for screen productions. I believe the plays
are the greatest properties entrusted to
He goes on to the coast in a few days
any one man.”
with Lawrence Irving, his art director,
who will work on the shooting script of
“Doctor’s Dilemma” with Howard Estabrook. Production starts in June and
Pascal asserts Greer Garson, who has just
finished “Goodbye, Mr. Chips,” will have
the leading feminine role.
From the Shaw collection, Pascal says
he

has selected eight for future production. Other plans include the biographical
film of Amelia Earliart, tentatively titled

A Student He , and
No More
New
effort

“Grand Illusion” for 26 weeks, asserts he’ll
stay closed throughout the summer unless
he can play top imported pictures.
Shuttering of the Filmarte marks the
fifth such darkening here recently. The
other houses are the Squire, Belmont, Continental and Cinema 49.

smilingly

too early to determine General Franco’s
attitude to American companies but he
says the American companies in Paris are
aware of the fascist complexion of the
new government.
Paramount has Moses Israel, Portugal

of the British industry’s problems
the past year, discussed in anticipation of the difficulties about to be
faced.-— L. W.

New York — Lack of first-rate foreign
product has caused the Filmarte to close.
Jean Lenauer, whose theatre has housed

He

tion with “we always have plans.”
According to Hicks, Paramount is continuing additional production alliances.
Deals have been completed for two to be
made in France for the French market
and one Swedish picture to be made in
Denmark for the Scandinavian countries.
He admits it is entirely possible that similiar arrangements will be concluded in the
Argentine for production of Spanish
language pictures.
Shifting to Spain, Hicks believes it is

review
during

The Lack of Ace Foreigns
Forces Filmarte Dark

of

Paramount’s British production, Hicks was
asked if similar activity is contemplated
in the further construction of theatres in

manager, in Spain surveying conditions
so the company can get an early start
in the resumption of business operations
there.
Reporting on the foreign gross, Hicks
declares it is running ahead of last year

and

York — Presumably

in

an

to straighten out product difficulties in Australia with distributors
Greater

B. Rydge,
the

here

coast

American

Union

Theatres,

Norman

financial head of the independent circuit, upon his arrival from
with

Capt.

Harold

representative

said, ”1 am
here to see

station,

the

news

do

things

for the circuit,

a student from Australia
how things are done by

you
He Americans."
was surprised
the

Auten,

but

sleuths,
here."

he

to see
was

"That's

reporters

at

informed

by

the

we

way

“Lady Lindy,” which will go before the
cameras this summer.
Producer Herbert Wilcox also was on
board expressing an avowed intention of
getting Cary Grant as male lead to Anna
Neagle in the first of the four pictures he
will make
He

under his joint production
rangement with RKO.
remains here for a few days

arfor

talks with George Schaefer and then returns to England. Wilcox expects to come
back to the United States the end of April
with Miss Neagle and his own production
unit to start work on “Marie Lloyd,” a
story of an English music hall favorite of
three decades ago.
His program calls for three more
(Continued on page 32-G)
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BOBGeorge
WOLFF J.is Schaefer
second in the
nation-wide
drive with J.
Sharkey, RKO branch manager in Detroit,
retaining the lead. The drive is now in its
ninth week . . . Irene Castle is here from
the coast and attended the opening of
“The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle”
at the Music Hall . . . Joan Crawford was
guest of honor at the Banshees’ luncheon
at the Waldorf roof, Thursday afternoon
. . . With the strike affecting home office
projectionists, Dave Chatkin is now giving
more time to his business affairs at Monarch without sitting through a lot of preview screenings.
Lois Marie O’Connor celebrated her
fourth birthday with a surprise at the
O'Connor home in New Rochelle last
Thursday . . . J. J., the daddy of the family,
was too busy with the projectionists’
strike to attend . . . Bob Weitman returned
Friday from, a five-day vacation cruise to
Bermuda on the Volendam . . . Ad Schulberg has gone back to the coast after a
trip abroad . . . Rose Lichtman, wife of
the M-G-M executive, is still in town and
will soon rejoin her husband at Beverly
Hills . . . Harry Goetz is planning to leave
for Hollywood shortly, but no date is set.
Louis Hyman, special sales representative for Sol Lesser, left for the coast after
a few days here on private business . . .
Josephine Langfelder, telephone operator
at the New York Film Board, is Bermudavacationing and Helen Gottlieb is a new
stenographer in the office . . . Harold
Weinstein has joined Phillips & Nizer . . .
Mac Rubenfeld of the M-G-M sales department with offices at the studios is
visiting his folks in Brooklyn on his first
trip in four years. His brother, Joseph M„
is manager of Loew’s Oriental . . . Clifford Ross is vacationing in Miami . . .
Judy Garland and her mother are in town

for a week’s vacation . . . “Spud” Goldstein has joined his brother, Bob. He’s in
from the coast and expects to remain . . .
Arthur W. Kelly of UA at lunch with a
flock of Columbia men at the Tavern.
They outnumbered him by plenty, having
on hand Jack Cohn, tanned by Florida
sun; Abe Schneider, with the same kind
of complexion; Nate Spingold, and Joe
McConville.
Leon

Bamberger

quit smoking

some

months ago. Result: He’s put on about
ten pounds. Further result: He’s having
all his suits let out to take care of added
avoirdupois . . . Freddie Schwartz took
his recent Lake Placid weekend guests to
his home and reeled off the color films he
took of them . . . Norma Davis, secretary
to John J. O’Connor, sails on the Uruguay,
May 20 for ten days of Nassau, Havana,
etc. . . . The bright, sunny, warmish days
finds Ralph Budd and Sam Lefkowitz
lingering longer on the sidewalk in front
of the Warner Building . . . Charles Perry,
Aldine exploiteer in Philadelphia, in for
advance talks with Monroe Greenthal on
“Wuthering Heights” . . . William Wyler
was a day late getting in from the coast.
His plane was grounded in Winslow, Ariz.
. . . Milton Blackstone, Leonard Picker cvnd
Mel Hey man are again on the local scene,
having parted company with Miami.
The Stokowski concert in Philadelphia
drew the in-person appearance of Hal
Horne, whose employer, Walt Disney, is
using the music master’s talents in a
forthcoming feature cartoon . . . Any time
a Cadillac limousine rolls by with license
plate “SS 78,” it means
or the neighborhood .
who is pinch-hitting
Christy as RKO Chicago

Sam Sax is in it,
. . Tom Gorman,
for bedded Jim
division manager,

was a visitor with John J. O’Connor . . .
Sammy Cohen of UA foreign publicity was

congratulating a friend, married 20 years,
via Western Union. The message went;
“Many happy returns of the day. Very
sorry you’re not giving away china this
year. Emperor Hirohito.” . . . Harold B.
Franklin, administrator of the recent
MPAYBE campaign, heads for Hollywood
next week.
Sam Cocalis wasn’t disturbed over the
operators’ strike at the exchanges and left
Tuesday for Palm Beach for a two-week
rest. His circuit has 41 theatres in this
area. Incidentally, he was seen walking
down 44:th St. the other p. m. with Ted
O’Shea, Dave Levy and Jack Bowen, all
M-G-M -ites. One wiseacre said that, while
it was three to one against Cocalis, he
would come out on top . . . Judge I. Frey
of Loew’s is looking much better now that
he has a newly acquired — his second —
Florida tan this season . . . Bert Steam,
UA district manager with headquarters in
Pittsburgh, has also returned to his desk
after a respite on Miami Beach . . . W. A.
Finney, Loew district manager in Atlanta,
visited Joe Vogel for a couple of days this
week . . . Lillian Jeffrey and Johnny Murphy have a new painting job in their office
at Loew’s.
H. J. Yates and James R. Grainger left
over the weekend for St. Louis for a brief
stopover and from there head for Houston,
Tex., for the Republic regional sales conventio . . . Bob Smeltzer, Warner central
district manager, is back in Washington
after a home office powwow . . . I. F.
Dolid, Norman Moray’s assistant, is due
back from a short trip to the Buffalo,
Cleveland and Detroit exchanges . . .
Nicholas M. Schenck was in Washington
on a very secret engagement during the
week.
Exchange items: Bernie Brooks of the
R&W circuit bought a new Pontiac the
other day and broke it in the first day by
hauling film around from exchanges to
his theatres . . . Gus Solomon, Warner
salesman, is mourning the loss of his
father . . . Bill Rowland, the producer for
RKO, returned the other day from Mexico
City where he has been mixing hot
tamales with celluloid . . . George Dembow and the missus acted as hosts Monday evening to Sam and Mrs. Eckman and
Bill and Mrs. Rodgers with the Beatrice
Lillie show and Billy Rose’s Diamond
Horseshoe on the menu . . . Herb Berg is
taking his rod and tackle out of the moth
bags.
Arthur W. Kelly’s eyes are tiring and he
now wears glasses for reading. The UA
foreign head says he lost a couple of
pounds on his recent trip abroad and he
looks thinner . . . Eddie Silverman of the
Essaness circuit, Chicago, paid his respects to old Broadway this week. Business, as usual, brought him to town . . .
Maurice J. Wilson and Jeffrey Bernerd,
joint managing directors of GN Pictures,
Ltd., sailed from London on the Queen

Wanderer

Kelly Is Back —

After touring far-off countries, Arthur W. Kelly, vice-president in charge
of UA’s foreign distribution, returns to New York, and smiling. At the
ship’s side to greet him were Thomas P. Mulrooney, who, at 40, finds life
just beginning for him; Walter Gould and A. A. Lowe. On the extreme right,
of course, is Kelly. He’s somewhat thinner than before he left New York in
October, and very glad to get back.
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Mary, March 31, for home office conferencs. . . Etta V. Segall, who was with
Harry H. Thomas for many years, is back
with him again at Merit Pictures. This is
the same name Thomas formerly operated
under . . . Miss Segall for the past few
years had been with Grand National . . .
Bob Gillham is still talking about the
premiere of “I’m From

Missouri” in Kan-
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sas City, Mo., where the picture grossed
$9,000, the first week. This is double average business.
Henry P. Krecke, in his executive capacity in the Loew foreign department,
receives many letters and requests but
none so unusual as the one from Rev.
Paul W. Hallock of Springfield, Mass. He’s
sure it’s all a mistake. The contents:
“No doubt you have heard of me and
my great work in the cause of temperance.
For several years I have been traveling
about the country appearing on the lecture platform. Perhaps you are familiar
with some of my better known talks, such
as ‘Down With the Drink Evil,’ ‘Rum and
Rebellion’ and ‘There Is No Booze in
Christianity.’
“For the past three years, I have had
as my constant companion a true and
faithful friend, one Herman Fortescue who
used to sit on the platform with me and
I would point him out as an example of
the ravages of drink.
“Unfortunately during the summer,
poor dear Herman passed away. A mutual
friend has given me your name and I
wonder if you would consent to accompany me on my spring tour to take poor
Herman’s place.
“Expectantly yours, etc., etc.”
Tidbits: Sol Kravitz, who has been
booking at local exchanges for many
years, now is Joe Felder’s assistant at
Monogram . . . Florence Hume is now business agent for Arthur Dreifuss Productions which recently finished shooting the
first Music Hall Variety for Columbia at
Eastern Service Studios, Astoria. The
second goes into work Wednesday . . .
Back from a vacation in the West Indies,
Alfred Hitchcock has reported at the Selznick International studios to direct “Rebeca”. . . Merle Oberon delayed her arrival from the coast two days but made
the Normandie sailing Saturday just the
same . . . Murray Silverstone is back from
the coast and by this time has had a
glimpse of the new
family.

heir in his brother’s

Jack Cohn is back from Miami with the
latest in tans . . . Arche Mayers and Irwin Shapiro of World Pictures have acquired “Marseillaise,” another French
picture produced by Jean Renoir, who directed “Grand Illusion” . . . Bill Rodgers
has gone back to cigarettes, but only as a
diet between cigars . . . Carl Krueger of
Paramount has gone to the coast on
“Union Pacific" . . . J. Cheever Cowdin
is on the coast looking over Universal

the Film Was Over—
Alter
Monogram men meet at the Tavern after looking at “Streets

Take it or leave it, it’s Connor’s gag . . .
Ed Hatrick says Cosmopolitan will have
four on the 20th-Fox schedule, but
whether these will be listed in one or two
years he doesn’t know. Incidentally, he
couldn’t make the 20th-Fox confab in
Chicago . . . Will Fyffe, Scottish star,
sails April 8 on the Aqwitania for New
York and the Paramount lot for a role in
“Rulers of the Sea” . . . Noel Coward returned from the coast the other day and
nary a soul recognized him as he emerged
from the 20th
London now.

Century.

He’s back

in

Grace

Moore sails May 14 on the Normandie on a three-month tour of London,
Paris and Belgium. She is planning to
make another picture in France and is
negotiating with Columbia and UA for
distribution. Three other picture deals are
reported on the fire . . . Bob Wolff, local
branch manager for RKO, has jumped to
third place in the George J. Schaefer
drive. J. Sharkey of Detroit retains the
lead, while Barney Pitkin of New Haven
continues in second place . . . Josef Zimanich, musical director for National Screen
in the east, is in Hollywood for a short
vacation, his first trip there in 15 years.

sites . . . Halsey Raines of M-G-M’s publicity vanguard hot-footed over to the
Daily News the other day for a session
with Kate Cameron and Dorothy Masters
. . . Eddie Schnitzer would like to get
away for a vacation, but just can’t seem
to find the time . . . Howard Dietz is in
Bermuda.

Ben Kalmenson, Warner western sales
manager, left over the weekend on a vacation . . . Harry Rapf, M-G-M producer,
left for the coast Monday with Nicholas
M. Schenck and A1 Lichtman. He was to
have gone the Friday before, but decided
to spend the weekend with his son who is
attending Harvard University . . . Aaron

Quentin Reynolds, the Collier’s scripter,
returned from a quick visit to the Warner
lot with his summer haircut on preview
. . . Harry G. Kosch flew to Havana and
back on a business trip . . . Tom Connors,
on the same day he returned from Chicago and the M-G-M convention, ran into
Artie Rapf, local exhibitor brother of
Harry, a producer on the M-G-M lot.
Said Tom to Artie: “Our product is so
good you won’t be numbed; you’ll be rapt.”

Schusterman, New Jersey exhibitor, didn’t
go to Miami this year, but took his to
Lakewood and Atlantic City on six different weekends . . . Norman Moray, Warner
short subject sales manager, is touring the
country and plans to wind up at the Burbank studios for conferences with Jack
L. Warner . . . Joan Crawford fooled many
of her fans by arriving on a Sunday instead of the usual Monday . . . Mitchell
Azerier of the local Republic exchange

BOXOFFICE
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of New York”
and plotting its campaign. Left to right and standing: Charles Panzer, Leon
Fromkess, George Burroughs, William Moses, Edward Van Pelt, Sam Rosen,
Edward Golden, Norton Ritchey, John Harrington. Left to right and seated:
Joe Felder, Ben Schwartz, Lou Lifton, Harry Bachman, Sidney Kulick, Mark
Goldman, Ben Welansky, Steve Broidy, Lloyd Lind, Jerome Brandt, George
West and Harry Berkson.
poster department is fathering a ninepound boy, just arrived. Mrs. Betty Azerier, up to the time of her marriage, worked
with Precision Lab.
Charlie Stern, eastern district manager
for UA, is back from a couple of weeks
at the Dempsey -Vanderbilt at Miami
Beach. Between his naturally dark complexion and acquired tan, his sidekicks
at the home office may have trouble recognizing the stranger in their midst . . .
Max Gordon, who produces plays and now
will produce “Abe Lincoln in Illinois” and
“The American Way” in association with
Harry M. Goetz for RKO, says television
is something significant to watch. “Remember my words,” is the way he puts it
. . . Jack L. Warner, head production man
for the company the name of which he
bears, reports this serious piece of information: “La Unicas — smokers know what
that means — are losing their popularity
among studio executives in Hollywood.”
Before the La Unica, the Pancho Nrango
seemed to be the favorite.
Walter J. Hutchinson, general foreign
sales manager for 20th Century-Fox, has
a swell collection of water colors decorating his office walls. Then there is Mort
Spring, assistant to Arthur M. Loew in
the foreign department at M-G-M, who
has his walls decorated with art objects
typical of various countries. He collected
them on different trips to far-off places
. . . Tyree Dillard, of M-G-M’s legal department, prizes two original hunting
prints which he acquired from an estate
in England . . . Dave Blum, who handles
M-G-M’s foreign publicity and also runs
a farm over in New Jersey, says the sale
of eggs is developing into a brisker business. Mystery note: He has one bachelor
customer who ordered 48 dozen in one
week . . . And other sidelines include Andy
Smith, former general sales manager of
UA, who is in the zipper business, and
Sam E. Morris, vice-president in charge
(Continued on page 32-G)
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As They Headed for
20th-Fox Meeting
New

York — Here

the departure
contingent
scries
the

for the

convention

event

is

presented

of the home
20th
in

Century-Fox

Chicago.

is keynoted

by

offers

visual

proof

right train.

His

Arch

advertising

Reeve,

PHOTOS

the

contention

BY

At

Charles

Carthy, director of advertising
who

pictorially

office and

and

gang

eastern
annual
the

left,

E.

Mc-

publicity,
is on

the

is supported

by

manager.

Sir Gordon

Craig, general

manager

of

British Movietone News, and R. Sutton Dawes, managing director of sales
in Great Britain.

COSMO-SILEO

new

exchange
cupy in May.

building

his staff will oc-

*

Probably the busiest man at the convention was Jack Sichelman, assistant to
Wobber,

who

was in charge of the arrangements. The consensus of opinion
was that he did a good job . . . Terry
Novat, poster director, came in early to
handle the decorations and to erect an
advertising-publicity exhibit.
★

It was

the first sales meeting

at which

Herman Wobber presided as general manager of distribution. He received a rising
ovation from the delegates.
★

McCarthy , again; Clarence A. Hill, William Sussman, eastern division manager, and Red Kami of Boxoffice, have a look at Boxoffice Flashes which
were distributed to departing conventioneers.

The annual challenges flew fast and
thick as district managers Edgar Moss of
Philadelphia and Tom Bailey of Boston
got together. Anyhow, Tom says, Boston
will finish higher than the A’s this year.
In fact, Tom was bragging that the Red
Sox will down the Yanks for the pennant.
★
The

Minneapolis

gang

marched

off with

the “largest delegation” honors when
Branch Manager Joe Podoloff stormed
in with his group of salesmen, topping the
New York force by two.
★

Canadian managers garnered the lion’s
share of the prizes for their work in the
1938 Drive. Up to the rostrum for their
William J. Kupper,
Angeles manager.

western

divisional

sales manager , and

John

Dillon, Los

checks stepped Winnipeg’s J. H. Huber,
whose branch was first; Eddie English,
Montreal;

CONVENTION

NOTES

body wanted to get the “lowdown”
the trade practice proposals.

McCarthy’s advertising-publicity-exploitation exhibit excited considerable comment among the delegates. The
local branch salesmen were so proud of it
they had exhibitors looking it over.
★

Claimant to the distinction of being
the employe with the longest years of
service in the company is I. J. Schmertz,
Cleveland branch manager, who could
point to his start as an office boy in the
New York exchange known then as Box
Office Attractions, Inc.
★

The

boys

were

Golden Gloves
New York and
The

still talking

about

the

inter-city battle between
Chicago at the Coliseum.

entire delegation witnessed the
citing contests from the ringside.

ex-

★

General Counsel Felix A. Jenkins had
more questions fired at him during the
convention
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than

any

other

man.

Every-

Spyros

Skouras

headed

the

March,

St.

John’s;

on

★

Charles

Reggie

National

Theatres delegation which included William T. Powers, Harold J. Fitzgerald and
Jack Sullivan. It was “old home week”
for Sullivan who used to be Los Angeles
branch manager.
★

Milwaukee Manager Jack
Lorentz
could be heard telling the boys about the

20th-Fox Convention
An "Open" One
Chicago — The
from

second

major

com-

pany (the other was M-G-M) to depart
established custom of closed convention sessions. 20th

Century-Fox

in-

vited about 20 leading circuit and independent exhibitors to hear Herman
Wobber,

general

sales

manager,

an-

nounce the company's 1939-40 production schedule. Among those who accepted were Walter Immerman, Jules
Rubens, Jimmy Coston, Lou Reinheimer,
Jack Rose, Sam
Meyers and Jack
Kirsch.
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Harry J. Bailey,
Skorey, Calgary.
Los

Angeles

Toronto,

and

Verne

M.

John

N.

*

branch

manager,

Dillon, did a “Corrigan” in getting to the
convention. He arrived with the eastern
delegation from New York. John was in
the east on his annual vacation,
turned with his sales crew.

but

re-

k

Morris Kinzler of Kayton-Spiero which
handles the 20th-Fox advertising account
was very much in evidence throughout all
sessions.
*

Due to the projectionists’ strike in New
York, nine members of the New York and
Jersey

V^iiliam

J. Clark, short

subjects

sales; Sussynan,

and

Hill.

staff did not join the conven■k

New

tioneers’ regular special train. Included
in this group were Harry H. Buxbaum, Joe
Lee, Morris Sanders, Abe Blumstein, William Schutzer, Moe Kurtz, George Blinderman, Dick Gledhill and Seymour Floron.
Lee

Balsly,

ad

sales manager,

experienced no trouble
shipments from the New

says

he

in accessories’
York exchange

during the projectionists’ strike.
Hollander dittoed the remarks.

Eddie

*

Eddie Arnold arrived here from New
York, en route back to the coast, on the
first section of the 20th Century. The
eastern crowd arrived on the second secFox

tion which was called the
20th Century, Ltd.

20th

Century-

Bill Ornstein of Boxoffice; Paul Terry, producer
Day
urer. sr„ Terry toon sales representative, and William

of Terrytoons; Harvey
Weiss. Terry toon treas-

*

Jim P. O’Loghlin has covered more than
50,000 miles on the last two sales drives
for S.
strong.

R.

Kent.

And

he’s

still going

*

Sam

Gross, Philadelphia branch manager, returned just in time from a vacation in Hot Springs. Edgar B. Moss, district manager, did plenty of heckling on
the way out from New York. All in the
spirit of good fun.
*

Ted Shaw got a mysterious phone call
in his office just before he left for the
Century. The operator said it was the
tax department. But the boys at the
home office were behind the mysterious
call and it had Teddie worried for a bit,
anyhow.
★

Clarence
witz, home

D. Hill and Martin Moskooffice blue bloods to the hilt,

haven’t had vacations for at least ten
years. So they say. Which means they
are in for some kind of a medal.

— Photos

He was accompanied by Harvey Day, sales
manager, and William Weiss, treasurer of
Terrytoons. Ten of the 26 shorts Terry
will make are to be in Technicolor, he
says.
★

k

Paul

Terry

will let you

have

California

and Long Island for production, but he’ll
take New Rochelle where he’s been producing his shorts for the past five years.

by

Cosmo-Sileo

Felix A. Jenkins, general counsel of 20 th-Fox; Edgar Moss, district mayiager
in Philadelphia; Lew Lehr of Fox Movietone fame, and a man unidentified.

It was

the first convention

Cosmopolitan
changed from

for all the

Productions’ boys, who just
the Warner to the 20th Cen-

tury distribution banner.
*

Plans
for an

had

been

elaborate

made

some

weeks

cornerstone-laying

ago
cere-

mony at the Chicago exchange’s new building being erected here. But the contractor
got ahead of schedule and the place where
the cornerstone would have been was filled
in about three weeks ago.

Solid Boxoffice Hit
San Francisco (At the Golden Gate Exposition's Treasure Island) — First and
last, 20th Century-Fox's "The Story of Alexander Graham Bell" must be acclaimed
as a solid boxoffice hit, including as it does every known ingredient for financial
success. Then comes the unstinting credit it earns for the magnificent manner in
which it is mounted, its inspired and brilliant cast and its flawless screenplay and
direction. Here is that rare combination — A prestige picture which attains the
highest brackets in entertainment values. It elevates Don Ameche in the title role

Steve Fitzgibbon, Movietone News studio manager, and Walter J. Hutchinson, director of foreign distribution.
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to the uppermost pinnacles of Thespic excellence, his performance being closely
pressed for honors by that of Loretta Young. Kenneth Macgowan
produced; Irving
Cummings directed. — SPEAR.

The
(Continued
and
on

from

New

page

29)

William J. Donovan, for secret conference with Thurman Arnold presumably
strike situation.

Judge Bondy advises RKO to carry out
contracts with exhibitors at hearing attended by counsel for RKO
and other
major and independent circuits, including
Cocalis and Century, Matthew Levy, attorney for Local 306, and Michael Longo,
counsel for Empire State union. Judge
also suggests parties try to get together
in his chambers in effort to settle, but
session breaks up after ten minutes in
same deadlock as before.
In its petition to court, RKO reveals it
will lose $40,000 a day if houses forced
to shut down and double that in distribution. It is estimated distributors will
lose $1,000,000 a day if exchanges forced
to stop shipments.
At 3:30 p. m., 306 men start picketing
exchanges and ail but 50 walk out of back
rooms. Lou Johnson, president of Local
B51, says his group has no fight with
distributors, but cannot cross picket lines
without violating charter. Because of loyalty to companies, 50 employes permitted
to work until 10 p. m., to complete shipments. Some exchanges worked without
end over weekend, in anticipation of strike,
and sent out more than 400 shows, which
compares with normal activity of 100.
Exchanges advise exhibitors not to return prints to branches, but will notify
where to ship. Theatre owners notified
where to pick up shows, according to previous booking. Clerks and other help at
exchanges take over duties of strikers
with no disturbances reported.
To Boxoffice, Sam Cocalis says he has
seven-year contract with Empire for most
of his 41 houses and issue was not one
of money, but of principle, and insisted
it is his intention to live up to his contract. Employing Empire locally, he uses
IA men in Elizabeth, Jersey City and
Newark.
District and branch managers start
first of series of daily meetings at Film
Board of Trade for checkup on instructions sent out on strike.
Although pickets expected at home offices, procedure is limited to exchanges.

York

company exchanges checking late at night
to inquire at theatres whether Local 306
or Empire men employed.

Strike

Distributor attorneys reported
on petition for injunction.
Lou

Johnson,

president

working

Feeling

of Local

B51,

calls meeting Thursday afternoon at Capitol Hotel of all backroom employes in
exchanges.
Wednesday,

March

29

Nicholas M. Schenck, J. Robert Rubin
and William J. Donovan return from
Washington but are mum
on conference
with Thurman Arnold.

Tuesday,

March

28

Following meeting with Mayor LaGuardia in morning, major circuit representatives and lawyers and Harry Brandt, president of ITOA, asked to appear before
State Mediation board later in afternoon
to present their case. Mediation board
takes matter under advisement and issues
call for Joseph D. Basson, head of Local
306, and Matthew Levy, counsel, to give
their story. Union representatives do not
appear.
George E. Browne, president of IATSE,
believed on the way to the coast, reported seen in private car near Film Center Bldg, watching strikers picketing.

32-F

among

smaller

theatre

owners

strike won’t last long. Some exhibitors
traveling as much as 50 miles to pick up
prints at other theatres.
Harry H.
seven other
here waiting

Buxbaum and Joe Lee and
local 20th-Fox men on job
for something to happen and

missing annual sales convention
cago while waiting.

in Chi-

Local department of justice ordered to
subpoena officials of Local 306, Local 702,

State Mediation board meets with Matthew Levy, counsel for Local 306, and
although Joseph D. Basson, president of
union, also was requested there, he does
not show up. He is reported to have gone
out of town.

Local B51 and Empire State. Believed result of Washington meeting between
Thurman Arnold and Schenck, Rubin and
Donovan.

Word expected by major circuits from
George E. Browne, head of IA, fails to
come through, and thus strike continues.

Sales force at local 20th-Fox exchange
still around and pitching in as shows being circulated to theatres. Convention on
in Chicago with daily telephone calls advising home office officials of status.

Rubin

spends

greater

Donovan’s office
injunctive papers.

part

downtown

of

day

working

at
on

Members of Local B51 showing signs of
dissatisfaction over fact men not involved
in strike and losing wages. Also reported
Loew’s has imported non-union operators
to step into booths immediately on strike
notice, but this is denied by C. C. Moskowitz.
Allied of New York meeting dwindles in
attendance as most members out trying to
pick up shows. Importance of situation
discussed by Max A. Cohen.
Picket lines started at Paramount News
laboratory with 100 technicians refusing
to pass. Latest issue, however, put to bed
night before. President Rugge of Local
702 makes tour of newsreel laboratory
headquarters with view of extending
strike.
“Everything under control,”
Louis Nizer at daily district and
managers meeting at Film Board.

reports
branch

ITOA reported preparing to use nonunion employes in booth and seek injunction against Local 306 in case men yanked
out of independent houses.
Both Allied and ITOA working closely
with major circuits on developments.
Independent

exhibitors

report

major

Sales heads meet at Hays office, discuss new developments and hope to keep
shipments in motion.

Policemen and special officers posted at
exchanges and home offices as exhibitors
call for shows personally. Accessory shipments unhampered. No pickets at home
offices.

Policemen visiting all theatres and urge
exhibitors and managers to notify nearest
precinct of any trouble in connection with
strike.

Thursday,

Back

Government

York — The question
the government has

in the

local

Local

30G

ground

strike

dispute

contending

the

issue

of whether
jurisdiction
arises,

it has

revolves

with

on

on

“We are marking time for the lawyers,”
C. C. Moskowitz informs Boxoffice on
the strike situation. Nothing is happening, but everyone is standing by in case
something does.
Joseph E. Brill of the department of
justice in Washington appears on local
scene. Reported here for special meeting
with District Attorney Thomas Dewey on
the anti-trust angle of Local 306 threat
to ask operators not to pass picket lines
at theatres, once they are set up. Also due
at local department of justice headquarters in the federal building.
George J. Schaefer, it is learned, accompanied Nicholas M. Schenck, J. Robert Rubin and William J. Donovan to Washington for the meeting with Arnold, although
no one other than Donovan had been reported in the Capitol.
District and branch managers found it
unnecessary to meet at Film Board.
Everything quiet with exchanges operating back rooms as best they can under
emergency. No missout on shows reported.
mid-afternoon all eyes were on tonight’s developments when normal weekend changeover was expected to present

the

wages

Westwood, N. J. exhibitor announced
from his stage he was uncertain of product for evening show, hoping to get a
print from Philadelphia. Theatre
ly serviced out of New York.

and hours. Under the Norris-LaGuardia act, injunctions cannot be issued
until
and
been

March

31

already

have

Basson,

Local

was sought without avail.
distributor attorneys declare

picketing exchanges. Meanwhile, technicians of the Paramount News laboratory

major

companies

heard.

the dispute
wages
and
shipments

Friday,

normal-

Distributors drop injunctive proceedings. Department of justice reported
working on papers to enjoin operators
from theatre walkouts and also to stop

hearings are held with all interests represented. Century, Cocalis

306 head,
Circuit and

room employes increasing in dissatisfaction because of salary losses while

confusion among exhibitors who were reluctant to return prints to exchanges in
fear of being left without shows.

Jurisdiction
New
or not

30

projections working in theatres. Shippers and clerks not on picket lines, hence
earn not even that small stipend, while
the operators called out of booths getting
picket pay.

By

Question

March

Joseph

D.

has nothing to do with
hours. No missouts on

were

reported.

are back

today. Circuits are awaiting developments with everything apparently
quiet. Matthew Levy, union attorney, is
in Washington conferring with Thurman
Arnold.
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Sees Little Chance
gIGNS of Easter: Murray Schwartz is
around again with his Easter eggs, and
Moe Verben, Record, is decked out in a
snappy new belt-in-the-back creation . . .
Ben Shindler, Ace, Wilmington, is back
from the south . . . Leonard Hetelson, Colonial, is settled in his new West Philadelphia home . . . Howard Parker, formerly
with Dennis Games here, dropped in on a
quick visit from Chicago . . . Many theatres of the territory closed on Good Friday . . . Bill Thomas is back at the Fox
after a sojourn at the Studio
Evoy, RKO, off to Florida.
Joe Conway,

Egyptian,

...

Ed

Me-

is offering a lov-

ing cup to Lower Merion High’s outstanding basketball player, to be chosen by
sports writers . . . Frank McNamee, RKO
boss, is booming things for the Will Rogers
drive, of which he is local chairman . . .
Jack

Hexter, Breeze, is getting congratulations on the marriage of his lovely daughter, Meredith . . . Harry Hirsh is being
seen around without his cane, which
means that ankle of his is ship-shape
once more . . . William Rovner is reported
buying himself an airplane . . . Edgar
Moss, 20 th-Fox,
a dinner.
Mel

off to Altoona

Koff, Darby,

was

to talk at

able to ward

off

the grippe all winter but finally succumbed with the coming of spring . . . Lou
Goodkin, Benson, is grieving that he had
to pass up an offer to serve as cameraman
on a round-the-world scientific expedition.
But he consoled himself by buying an outboard motor. Now all he needs is a boat
. . . John Golder, Hollywood, is up from
Florida, with his quota of suntan . . .
Katherine Lorenz has left RKO . . . Oscar
Neufeld is busier than ever, spends two
or three days out of town almost every
week . . . Tom Clark is still leading the
Horlacher bowling league.
Simon

Libros,

National

Penn

Print, is

back from Florida . . . Clem’s Independent
Theatre Supply house was sold out at auction last week . . . Bill Karrer was feted
by friends on his birthday . . . Sid Stanley, Fays, got complaints from a newspaper
over his ad featuring Faith Bacon, stripteaser, and her girls. He called it the
“Bare-X Ranch” . . . Edgar Bergen is reported to have been offered scads of dough
for a four-week appearance at Jack Lynch’s
Walton Roof, and turned it down . . . Joe
E. Lewis will be there instead, after a run
at the Fox.
Mollie Ellman and Mae Finlayson, the
Monogram girls, are planning to go to
Washington to see the cherry blossoms —
if they can get a ride that way . . . Sam
Rosen, Monogram manager, is busy with
Bill Porter fixing over their window with
a “Streets of New York” display . . . Irv
Phillips, formerly of the Upsal, has now
taken over the Park, Allentown . . . Jim
Murphy, Universal, has been sent up to
Boston.
The

trade

was

shocked

death

at the

sudden

of William Weissbord, former manager of the South St. Palace, and wellknown to Vine Streeters . . . Comerford
has taken over a new house in Lebanon
. . . Dave Rosen went off to Washington
to supervise reorganization of Clark Films
shipping department.

BOXOFFICE

(Continued from page 32-C)
of Warner foreign distribution, who
the milk business.

For Italy Truce
(Continued from page 32-A)
made in England. The second picture
will be based on the life of Lord Kitchener and among the things Wilcox will do
while he is here is seek talent. The first
two

will be in Technicolor with the budget set at $750,000 a picture.
With Wilcox, was Michael Hogan, English writer who is working on the script

of “Marie Lloyd.”
Ben Goetz, producer, Sam Wood, director and Greer Garson, star, all arrived
here with print of “Goodbye, Mr. Chips.”
Goetz is now on the coast discussing
M-G-M’s British production plans with
studio executives.
According to Goetz, some pictures under
consideration are
“National Velvet,”
“Ruined City,” “Busmen’s Holiday” and a
remake of “Journey’s End.” He says
Robert Donat, star of “Goodbye, Mr.
Chips,” has four more to go with M-G-M.
Wood remains here for a few days before proceeding to the studios for a new
assignment. Miss Greer, who makes her
debut

in the film, is considering stage offers and will probably star in Ernest

Hemingway’s “Fifth Column,” if, and
when, it comes to Broadway. She is under contract to M-G-M.
Nat Wachsberger, Harry Brandt’s partner and treasurer of Film Alliance, recently organized company for distribution
of foreign pictures, docked with prints of
three French pictures, and one English
picture “The Challenge” which opens at
the Boston Trans-Lux, April 14, and in
the Globe sometime in May. Wachsberger owns a circuit of theatres in Belgium
and is also a French distributor.
Sol A. Rosenblatt, attorney, said his trip
had nothing to do with film business.
George White, stage producer, also among
passengers, explained he took the trip to
work

on

his forthcoming

“Scandals.”

NSS-Trailer-Made Suit
Ended by Judgment

is in

Sidney R. Kent, 20 th Century-Fox
president, made the journey directly from
the coast to the Chicago convention of
20 th-Fox. He had originally planned to
return to New York first . . . Herbert J.
Yates, head of Consolidated Films, got a
great kick out of his first cross-country
flight in years when he returned from his
Republic studio gander . . . Harry Rapf,
the M-G-M producer, after looking over
the town for a week, is now back at the
studios. He spent a few weeks in New
Orleans and from there went to Miami
Beach and conferred with Nicholas M.
Schenck for a few days.
A change in plans sends Barney Balaban, Paramount president: Stanton Griffis,
board chairman, and Neil F. Agnew, distribution chieftain, to the coast April 6.
The original plan was to begin the
trek around April 13. Production conferences with a
view to setting the new
season product will occupy their attention
. . . The very uppity Monte Carlo clientele
dropped its monocles and lorgnettes to
observe a sizzling rhumba performed by
Dorothy Lamour and Monroe Greenthal,
UA’s exploitation head.

Dr. Henry Fairchild Heads
Films lor Democracy
New

York — Heading the slate of officers elected at a meeting of Films for
Democracy is Dr. Henry Pratt Fairchild,
NYU

professor of Sociology. The organization is nation-wide and operated on a
non-profit basis. Serving with Professor

Fairchild are Gardner Kackson of Labor’s
Non-Partisan League, vice-president; Professor Robert K. Speer, NYU treasurer,
and Samuel J. Rodman, secretary and
executive director.
An

executive committee elected comprises Dudley Nichols, former head of
Screen Writers Guild; Professor Hadley
Cantril

of Princeton;

Mark

Starr, educa-

New York — Federal Judge Alfred C.
Coxe has entered a judgment ending the

tional director of the International Ladies’
Garment Workers union; Clyde Miller, director of the Institute for Propaganda
Analysis; A. J. Isserman, member of the

suit for plagiarism and damages by National Screen Service against Trailer-Made
Isador Schwartz, and Pathe Film Corp. In
the case of Pathe, the suit was discontinued
without costs.

executive board of Consumers’ union; Mrs.
Joseph L. White of the National Board of
the YWCA; Louise Pearson of the Ethical
Culture Society, and Helen Hall of the
Henry Street Settlement House.

Trailer-Made

and

Schwartz,

however,

admitted use of the plaintiff’s music, but
stated it was unintentional.
A permanent injunction was entered
against Trailer-Made. All exchanges and
branch offices having any trailers of the
39 “infringing” pictures were
return them to the New York
destruction.

ordered to
branch for

The

plaintiff was granted leave to inspect all recorded music of the defendants
and to destroy any that infringe his. In
case of a dispute as to what infringes and
what does not, John Rocchetti of the Sam
Fox

Music

Co. was appointed as sole arbitrator. Counsel fees of $3,000 and the
right to inspect trailers of the defendant
from time to time also was granted.

McDonald Is Successor
To Koerner at RKO
New York — Effective April 7, Harry
McDonald succeeds Charles Koerner as
New

England

RKO

theatre

division man-

ager, according to J. J. O’Connor, who
made the appointment. McDonald has
been manager of the Albee, Providence.
The New England area takes in Boston,
Providence and Lowell. Koerner is en
route to the coast where he assumes the
post of western division head for the circuit, succeeding Jack Gross, who recently
joined Universal studio as business
ager for westerns and serials.

man-
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Text of New
(Continued from page 28)
tion season or at the end of any subsequent
exhibition season by giving written notice
of such withdrawal to the other signatories
at least six months prior to the end of
such exhibition season.
(Provision should be made giving the
signatories the right of withdrawal in the
event of substantial withdrawals by other
signatories and in the event of legislation
or judicial decisions declaring any part of
the code invalid or illegal, requiring a material change in the method under which
distributors or exhibitors do business or
making the code impracticable because of
added burdens. While this has been discussed with representatives of exhibitors no
definite language has yet been worked out
but will be supplied shortly.)
(Provision should also be made enabling
other distributors and exhibitors to become parties to the code) .
Arbitration Machinery
1. Location of Board. An Arbitration
Board shall be established in each exchange territory.
2. Method of Selection of Arbitrators.
There shall be created in each exchange
territory a general panel and a neutral
panel. The general panel shall consist of about 20 members of whom the
distributors will appoint 10 and the exhibitor association functioning in that particular exchange territory the other 10.
Where there are two or more exhibitor associations each association may appoint a
panel of 10 of their own. The members
of the general panel may be affiliated with
exhibitor or distributor interests.
Each party to a dispute may designate
as his arbitrator any member of this general panel or any one else he desires outside of the panel.
The neutral panel shall consist of ten
members to be mutually agreed upon by
the exhibitor and distributor interests in
each exchange territory. These members
shall not be members of the general panel
and shall not be associated with exhibitor
or distributor interests but shall have an
understanding and knowledge of the motion picture industry.
The two arbitrators chosen by the above
method shall designate the third arbitrator
from the neutral panel and if they are

COAST
REPRESENTATIVE
AVAILABLE
I am
April.

returning
I have

to Hollywood

had

many

late in

years

of ex-

perience in both major and independent fields, functioning in important
executive

positions.

included

national

My

activities

sales

tion; advertising and

and

have

distribu-

publicity;

exhi-

bition; acquisition of product for domestic and foreign release.
Have excellent Coast contacts and
am fully equipped
of assignment in

to execute any type
return for moderate

compensation. Can supply wholly
vincing references as to ability,
performance

personal

integrity.

Address; Box 100, BOXOFFICE,
feller Plaza, N. Y. C.

9 Rocke-
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and

conpast

Trade

Draft

unable to agree the third arbitrator
lot.
shall
be drawn from the neutral panel by
No compensation shall be paid to any
arbitrator from the general panel, but
compensation wherever necessary may be
paid to the neutral arbitrator.
3. The cost of arbitration machinery.
Upon the filing of a claim the complaining
party shall pay a filing fee of $5. These
fees are to cover the cost of:
(a) compensation to the neutral,
wherever necessary,
(b) expenses incurred upon the initiative of the arbitration board,
(c) administration.
In disputes involving principles, affecting the entire industry the arbitration
board may assess the cost incurred upon
the initiative of the arbitration board upon
all distributors and exhibitors associations.
The arbitration board shall have no
power to award counsel fees.
Except as here provided each party shall
stand its own costs and expenses.
The board shall be empowered in its discretion to engage a secretary for its own
sessions.
4. Qualification of arbitrators. No person shall be nominated or elected to act
as an arbitrator in any dispute in which
he has a personal or financial interest, diectly or indirectly. The parties may, however, waive their right in any objections
which may exist on the above grounds.
5. Vacancies. Vacancies occurring by
reason of illness, resignation, disqualifications, disability or death shall be filled in
the same manner as the original appointment.
6. Hearings. Hearings shall take place
in the exchange territory in the city in
which is located the exchange out of which
the complaining exhibitor is served.
Parties may represent themselves or be
represented by another.
Each party shall have the right to question the witnesses of the other party or
parties.
Witnesses shall testify under oath.
The arbitrator may require any party to
produce whatever records and documents
they may deem necessary.
Stenographic records of testimony will
not be taken unless either or both parties
so request and provide funds for the same
in which case the stenographer shall be
selected by the board, or if designated by
either or both parties, approved by the
board.
7. Waiving oral hearings. If the parties
to a controversy agree in writing to waive
oral hearings they shall submit to the arbitrators a statement of claim under oath
including statements from books of account or other evidence together with
written argument. Immediately upon receipt of the statement of facts and written
arguments a copy thereof shall be submitted to the respective parties and each
shall have the right to reply thereto. But
if either party should fail to make such
reply in
days from receipt thereof he
shall be deemed to have waived the right
to reply. The files shall then be submitted
to the arbitrators.
8. Preferential cases. Certain disputes
require prompt and immediate decisions
while others do not. There shall, therefore,
be established a list of disputes to which
the arbitrators must give preference in
time of hearing.
9. Miscellaneous. All questions affecting procedure such as the time when the
submissions are to be made; the time

Nominations Mark
AMPA's Meeting
New

York

—

Officers’

nominations,

patriotism, the art of pinch hitting, and
foreign “isms” took the spotlight at the
regular Ampa luncheon meeting at the
Hotel Astor.
Gordon White read the list of nominations, adopted unanimously he said, for
the new term. Paul Lazarus jr„ headed
the slate for president, Vincent Trotta for
vice-president; Herbert Berg, who held
the post once before, for treasurer; Kenneth Clark of the Hays office for secretary. Martin Starr was selected trustee
for three years. In addition to four officers who comprise the board, Ralph
Rolan, Eli Sugarman, Lou Lifton, James
Cron and Starr were nominated.
White made a “recommendation” to
whoever the new president might be, that
Monroe Greenthal be selected chairman of
a service committee, comprised of three
trade paper men, to aid employment
among members.
Mrs. Timothy A. Kenney took up the
cudgel for patriotism. She and some associates are engaged in the production of 18
two-reel subjects designed for “the betterment of the nation.” Her endeavor aims
at “an emotional understanding of the
birth of our government” to shake the
existing “complacency” that threatens to
undermine the tolerance for which “our
forefathers fought.”
An authentic word

picture of the full

meaning of foreign “isms” was presented
by Herbert Kline, who spent months in
Europe during the Czechoslovakian crisis.
Kline’s films of events surrounding this
incident, as well as the Munich pact, have
been made into the
was Kline’s opinion
an obligation to do
ences what foreign

picture “Crisis.” It
that Hollywood has
for American audipress correspondents

are doing to “enlighten the world.” Where
fascism thrives on the masses’ trust in its
leaders, American democracy and ideals
can be fostered by convincing the unemployed, “through facts,” that the “American system” is worth fighting for. “The
people want facts,” Kline asserted. “If
they don’t get facts they will accept
Brenda Forbes presented herself as a
professional pinch-hitter. In this instance
fascism.”
she was backing up Nancy Hamilton. Miss
Forbes spoke briefly, mostly by “talking
about myself” and her family, which is
substantially represented on Broadway.

within which the arbitrators must make
their awards; the forms to be used; the notices to be sent and similar problems
should be referred to counsel for the distributors and exhibitor groups.
(Disputes where more than two parties
are involved, or involving third parties who
refuse to submit to arbitration, or where a
greater number of exhibitors are involved
than distributors or vice versa, or where
a distributor and its affiliated theatre company are parties, present problems which
have been discussed but have not yet been
resolved) .
BOXOFFICE

;: April

1, 1939

Propose Censor Board
For the Dominion
Ottawa
Manitoba
come

—
From the provinces of
and
Saskatchewan
have

suggestions to the Dominion government to undertake the establishment of a

national

sorship to replace
of provincial

board
the

of film

present

censorship

cen-

system

through

eight

separate offices. The idea is presented that censorship might be added

Recurrence of Giveaways
Toronto Causes Concern

ITA Defers Meet;
Await Nat Taylor

to the powers of the proposed national
film board in Ottawa which is now reDominion

ceiving final consideration
Parliament.

of

the

Film Board Measure
Occasions Clash
Ottawa — Rt. Hon. Arthur Meighen, conservative leader in the Canadian senate,
was reproved by Senator J. W. Farris of
British Columbia for his criticism of the

Toronto — • There is a probability the
general meeting of the Independent Theatres Ass’n scheduled to be held in Toronto, April 4, will be postponed one week
because N. A. Taylor, vicepresident, will
not have returned from his holiday in
Florida in time for the gathering. He is
expected to reach Toronto during the
coming week, after which he desires to
have several conferences on recent developments prior to the meeting of the
ITA.
One of the big items on the program of
the ITA session is the proposal for an
organized drive to secure substantial revision of clearance schedules in Canada,

government’s bill to create a national film
board “in view of his evident lack of
knowledge regarding moving pictures in

regarding which there has been considerable private discussion during recent
weeks with the belief that the time is ripe
for a shakeup in the clearance situation.

general.”
Senator Meighen had previously admitted that he had seen only four pictures

Mr. Taylor is the former chairman of
the conciliation committee of the Toronto

in his life and had “almost a positive
hatred for this form of activity.” He
questioned the advisability of establishing
a national film board because of the augmenting of government services to this extent, the prospective increase in expenditures and the possibility that the scope of
such a board would be greatly widened
from year to year, such as in the case of
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. which
now controls all forms of broadcasting in
Canada, including
vate stations.

the

programs

of pri-

“Senator Meighen has said he would try
to banish his prejudice against films but
I would like to see him banish his preju-

Board

of Trade, is the head of 20th Century Theatres, Ltd., an independent theatre chain in Ontario, and head of the

Exhibitors

Booking

Ass’n.

Two Dominion Shorts on
Youth Training Jobs
Ottawa — Stuart Legg, announced as
production manager of Strand Film Co.,
London, England, has been engaged by
the Dominion government to direct the
making of two short subjects covering
phases of youth training projects of
Canada.

dice against the government,” Senator
Farris declared. “I would like to see a
motion picture of the opposition leader
standing up and giving the government
credit for something that has been done

The salary to be paid him is reported
to be $3,000 and the making of the two
films is expected to be completed within
a period of three months.

in the conduct of government affairs.”
Senator Farris supported the bill as a
measure calculated to stimulate interest
abroad in Canadian life which would rebound to the advantage of the Dominion.
The bill sponsored by Hon W. D. Euler,
minister of trade and commerce, had
passed its third reading in the House of
Commons and had been sent on to the senate for ratification. It has been brought
out that, although provision has been
made for the appointment of three men
outside of the government service, no
representative of the film industry in Canada will be named to the board. This
means that the eight members of the
commission, to be headed by Hon. Mr.
Euler, will have jurisdiction over one
branch of film production and distribution
without the direct advice of an executive
official of trade. If the board widens its
powers to control the marketing of features, the film exchanges and theatres
will be largely under government control.

Film technicians residing in the Dominion were not aware that the films were to
be made until the announcement from official sources of the hiring of the British
producer.
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Scenery

all in the day’s work.

in Leamington

Leamington, Ont. — Construction of the
new 1,000-seater on Talbot St. here by
C. J. Casper is going forward, with completion of the project expected in June.

of the gift-

policy is causing considerable concern among Toronto theatre interests, the
situation showing signs of getting out of
control once more, according to observers.
Following a wave of exploitation for
premiums — with little or no mention of
film entertainment to be offered — memheld

bers of the Independent Theatres Ass’n
a round-table conference to discuss

ways

and means to discourage the practice in several sections of Toronto. The
subject will be discussed further after
definite information has been gathered.
Reference has been made to the announcement of one exhibitor that the
premium offered to lady patrons was
“worth more than the
with no accompanying

admission price,”
suggestion as to

the entertainment value of the performance itself. Further, this theatre announced that the so-called service charge
or added fee for the gift had been eliminated, the admission price remaining unaltered for the three gift nights of each
week.
ble bills.The

programs

continue

to be dou-

A further point is that a number of Toronto neighborhood theatres have secured considerable window displays to advertise the gift stunt, with an assortment
of the premiums actually being shown in
these exhibits. Whole windows are being
used for such displays, the space in vacant
stores being employed for the purpose. In
many other instances, one article is shown
in a window as a sample, along with an
announcement card which tells of the
premium arrangements — without one word
of current film attractions. Newspaper
advertising space also is being used in
comparatively generous size for theatre
gift announcements. Some of the same
theatres also are featuring mystery and
other

stunt nights involving the distribution of numerous prizes, marquees and
theatre fronts being used to advertise
these offerings above the screen fare.

Remake

"Beau

Brummel"

Hollywood — Metro will remake
Brummel” in England, with Robert
in the title role.

“Beau
Donat

"Open Sunday"
Is Out
Ottawa — What

little chance

for an “open Sunday"
provinces of the Dominion
revision of the
revealed when

there

in
or

is

various
even a

Lord's Day Act, was
the Canadian senate

rejected a bill passed by the house of
commons
which
provided for the
prosecution of officers of a company
or

employers for
formance of work

could

Ahead

outbreak

ware

on Order

Toronto — There was a bit of a flurry
around the office of the Associated Screen
News, Ltd., when a studio in Hollywood
telephoned for some stock shots of the
Laurentian Mountains for backgrounds in
a coming feature. A camera crew was
soon on its way to the scenic hinterland
for the necessary panoramas, the expedition being considered

Toronto — Another

in

Any

not

be

requiring the peron Sundays which

considered

suggestion

for

an

necessary.
important

change in the act meets little headway in Canadian Parliament either
one way or another.

K
25

Three Pathe Films
Boom Laurentians

the Laurentians in particular and the
Province of Quebec in general depict:
ture;
(1) A general winter playgrounds pic-

Montreal — About 20,000 feet of black
and white film taken in the past two
months by a crew of ace cameramen in the
Laurentian Mountains, north of Montreal,
and at Lac Beauport, near Quebec City,
are now being cut and edited in the New
York studios of Pathe News, Inc., for wide
distribution next winter in the United
States.

for its series known as “Sportscopes,” a
hockey film featuring the crack red and
white McGill University team, the other a
newsreel showing a party of fashionable

(2) A pictorial ski lesson;
(3) Rural French-Canada in winter.
In addition to these pictures, Pathe made
two others in the Province of Quebec; one,

New

Yorkers boarding an airplane at Newark, N. J„ alighting at St. Hubert, Montreal, and then enjoying the winter sports
at Ste. Agathe, K. W. Harrison, president

of the Laurentian Resorts Ass’n cooperated
in making possible the latter film which
has already been shown in about 4,000
theatres across the border.
It took the crew about nine weeks to
finish their work which brought them to
all the better known ski centers in the

Made

possible through a cooperative arrangement between the Province of Quebec tourist bureau and Pathe and with the
assistance of the customs division of the
Dominion department of national revenue,
the three reels to be cut from the 20,000
feet of film will be shown in the United
States

starting

at the

beginning

Laurentians — Mont Tremblant, St. Joviete,
Ste. Agathe, Val David, Ste. Marguerite,
Ste. Adele, Val Morin and others. They
also took several shots atop Mount Royal
in the city and put in three days work
in Quebec City and Lac Beauport.

of next

winter

in about 9,000 theatres. An estimated audience of 25,000,000 persons is
expected to view the films.
The three films that will thus publicize

G&KflT 5UaiVAH^
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Will MM IMP IE G
^■HE Northend College Theatre is being
redecorated, the walls having been lined
with Celotex and equipped with colored
lights. In addition a new lamphouse has
been installed.
Neighborhood shows, the Uptown and
the College, are offering inducements to
their Saturday juvenile audiences. Both
Manager Toraldo of the Uptown and Jack
Randall of the College have lined up a
number
show

of features

to promote

ance. Leno Toraldo
at which candy

attend-

offers a children’s
and colored comics

are given away free. Randall has organized
a Kiddy Club which meets Saturday matinees in connection with a serial he is now
showmg. Through a tieup with a local firm
a bicycle is offered as grand prize to club
members.
A special advance preview of coming attractions his house will play in the month
of April is the smart idea of Jack Randall of the College. Randall is showing
a number of trailers in the form of a special preview taking place after the regular
nightly show. He is distributing miniature
vest-pocket programs containing listing of
coming attractions. These programs are
numbered and lucky ones are entitled to
free admission.

iftilKADO
{O
COMING rp
Plans are being completed for a theatre
building at Killarney, Man., at a cost of
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$20,000 for J. Ellis. Plans call for a onestory frame and stucco building with conditioned-air heating. The house is to be
equipped with the latest type of seats together with the most up-to-date sound
equipment. Tenders are to be called by the
architects about the middle of April.
Harold

Bishop

has

arranged

for a spe-

cial reserved seat preview of “Pygmalion”
at the Capitol. Seats will be sold at the
regular admission price.
Preceded by a strong exploitation campaign carried out by Frank Davis of the
Winnipeg office of Grand National, “Club
de Femmes” opened to packed houses last
week at Helmer Jernberg’s Bijou. Outstanding business during the week brought

For Patrons to Hear —

a holdover

A lobby scene in Manager Harold Bishop’s Capitol Theatre, Winnipeg, preceding and during the run of “The Mikado.” Selections from the operetta
were played on the phonograph by an usher. The extensive campaign
publicizing the picture resulted in its being held a second week.

Show Classwork Films
At National Museum

French

Ottawa — The National Museum
of
Canada here was the scene of a demonstration of motion pictures for school

Montreal — The world premiere was
given at the St. Denis Theatre to a French

Opening

classwork under the auspices of the National Council of Education, when a large
gathering

of teachers witnessed the presentation of films in use in Great Britain
by A. M. Crawley of London, England, who
outlined the progress made with visual
teaching during the past ten years.
Subsequently, Crawley presented
torical film of Palestine entitled

Abraham
26

to Allenby.”

Film Has World

a his“From

in Montreal

house

for another week’s run, and indications are that the film will play the

for a third week.

A fortunate incident for Eddie Newman
of the Lyceum was the presence of Arthur
Benjamin of England, who is here as one
of the adjudicators in the annual Music
Festival. Benjamin was responsible some

film, “Therese Martin,” describing the
life of the little saint of Carmel de Liseux.

time ago for the music score of Korda’s
“The Return of the Scarlet Pimpernel”
which Newman is playing next week. Newman has brought this fact to the attention of film and music writers on the
dailies and expects to garner considerable

The

publicity.

film has not even been shown

and was
offering.
The

brought

here

as

a

in Paris,

pre-Easter

role of the saint is played

by Irene

Corday, a new screen discovery in France,
who was chosen by the people of Liseux
who knew the original and were struck
by Miss

Corday’s

resemblance

to her.

Harold Bishop is holding “The Mikado”
for a second week at the Capitol. Bishop’s
thorough exploitation campaign helped
make

a successful week’s engagement warranting a holdover . . . “Topper Takes a
Trip” goes into a second week at the
Garrick.
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A Large Library of
Early Film Pieces
Montreal — A library of over 6,000 reels
of film and numerous pieces of early motion picture apparatus are included in a
collection made by Wilfrid Picard, pioneer
Montreal motion picture operator, who
confided his life story to Tracy S. Ludington, suburban editor of Montreal
Gazette.
Interested in the theatre from his
earliest days when he directed neighborhood children in the production of plays
in the family shed, Picard became an
operator at an early age and related some
of the difficulties that confronted wouldbe impresarios of the early 1900’s.
The operator of the “good old days” had
to be a versatile man. He was required to
run his projector with one hand and a rewinder with the other, and was expected
to as well keep his carbon lamp functioning properly.
Getting into the business was comparatively simple and inexpensive. With a capital of $500 one could rent a building of
some sort, install ordinary chairs and a
tin-and-asbestos-lined

projection

booth.

w. A. SAULT, formerly an executive

of Empire and Universal in Saint
John, suffered a cracked rib recently when
he lost his footing in the snow on a street
comer and
mobile.

was

struck

by a skidding

auto-

Headed by A. J. Mason of Springhill,
the president, several members of the Allied Exhibitors Ass’n of Nova Scotia met
recently in New Glasgow to discuss futurp
legislation and the stand the association
will take in forthcoming matters. Another
meeting will be held in the same town
later in the spring. Those attending included Frank Sobey, Stellarton; George
Khattar, Whitney Pier; Eddie Lynn, Sydney; W. H. Cuzner, Sydney Mines; Messrs.
Wener & Green, Glace Bay, and N. W.
Mason, New Glasgow.
Miss Alice L. Fairweather, executive secretary of the Maritime film board of trade
and a leading woman authority on motion
picture trends and outlook, recently marked the tenth anniversary of her appointment . . . W. W. O. Fenety, operator of the
Gaiety and Capitol, Fredericton, is home
again after his annual vacation in Florida.
Exhibitors in Maritime towns and cities
along the route of the Royal itinerary in
June will be making special preparations
to accommodate extra large numbers of
visitors — not only country residents who
will be in to “make a day of it” but also
many American tourists, particularly the
crowds of former Maritimers who are expected to come from New England to see
the King and Queen and take in the festivities. After a rather discouraging start
of the year — due to blizzards, flu epidemic
BOXOFFICE
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J)ON McMILLAN, Nova Theatre, now in
California with his wife, plans to return in time for the opening of the new
hotel, the Canadian National, where, it is
understood, he will take over the cigar and
curio concession. Don formerly had charge
of a similar concession in the Vancouver
Hotel. He will continue the operation of
his North Vancouver theatre, the Nova,
with

a competent

manager

in charge.

Bill Jones is using up the gas between
here and Seattle in attendance at those
meetings in futherance of the Schaefer Drive, which ends next month. Under
the captaincy of Walter Brandon, co7istructive exploitation is being stressed i?i

a broad smile to the face of Larry Bearg,
Famous Players district manager, as it has
been filling the Capitol day and night and
is being held over for a second week.
Babe Coval is back from that Warner
convention in New York, where he says it
was almost like going to school again for,
in place of discussions and oratory, there
was an intensive stressing of the highlights
of forthcoming features. Of course, that
ball furnished its moments of gaiety, but
most of the time it was just hard work.

RKO

place of high-pressure.
The

mention

of “The

Mikado”

brings

purchase a projector and that was that.
Admission charge was five cents and there
were no tickets. The patrons merely placed
their coins in a box at the entrance. A
couple

of one-reel films and a few illustrated songs made up the program. The

walls were adorned with “No spitting on
the floor” and “Ladies will kindly remove
their hats” signs. The operator was often

and

general economic conditions — the theatres are looking forward to the Royal
visit to start the tourist influx a month
or so earlier than is usual.

With patrotic organizations such as the
Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire
booking seats in blocks, the Saint John
Capitol anticipates a full house for its
special “Pygmalion” premiere March 29
. . . The Spencer company’s Strand in Saint
John brought back “Angels With Dirty
Faces” for a second three-day run.
Mr. and Mrs. J. V. McLaughlin of the
Opera House, Newcastle, visiting Filmrow
in Saint John, reported theatre business
on the North Shore dull because of snowblocked highways . . . The Capitol in Saint
John was the scene of the annual 11 p. m.
musical show of the Trident Club in aid
of the Red Cross ... A visitor to Saint
John was Miss Rohama Siegel, English
scenario writer making a tour of Canada,
who was entertained by Major and Mrs.
MacLareji. Miss Siegel, who is proceeding
to Hollwood in a few weeks, commented,

Ivan Ackery again introduced some novelty into publicity for the Orpheum when
he had a man and a girl, on rollerskates,
mingling with the downtown shoppers,
drawing attention to Ice Follies of 1939.

the owner, ticket-taker
building as well.

be developed

for such

production.”

Hon. F. W. Pirie, cabinet minister, showed the New Brunswick legislature how extensive is the publicity the province is receiving from the Lowell Thomas and Fitzpatrick travelogues filmed here. The
M-G-M
release, with the commentary
translated into several languages, will be
shown all over the world for the next five
years. There are 250 prints of the subject, with contracts calling for its exhibition in 15,000 theatres.

janitor of the

As projectors were improved and various
developments patented, Picard obtained the
new machines. Examples of many of them
are to be found in his collection. Edison,
Keystone, Lumiere and Reubens were some
of the manufacturers. Many of the machines were found to be practical, others
were quickly discarded. Both types Picard
added to his collection.
In his 6,000 reels of films are many interesting shots. One treasured relic is a
newsreel film of the funeral of Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Another is an early threereel color picture of the Passion Play.
Still another is a newsreel film of the
Montreal Motor Show of 1900 held in the
old Sohmer Park.
Other films that “packed them in” in
the old days were “The Life of Sarah
Bernhardt” and “His First Glass of Beer.”
These also are to be found in the Picard
collection. The latter was probably the
first temperance film ever made and was
as popular at the time as was “Ten Nights
in a Bar-room” a few years later.
Picard has had a great deal of experience in the smaller towns of Quebec showing films to the farmers. In the early
days, he reminisced, a motion picture
operator was always in trouble with the
local light company. When the power was
turned on in the projection booth, the
lights were dimmed all over the village,
as the power plants were ill-equipped to
carry the extra current-load. As a result,
irate farmers started looking for the light
company officials and they, in turn, “passed the buck” to the film operator.

“Canada as a source of film subject material seems to have been somewhat neglected— Fm hoping to gather material that
might

and

To “Oomph

Girl"

Hollywood — The title role in “Oomph
Girl” at Warner will be taken by Ann
Sheridan. Earl Baldwin has been assigned to script.
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Canada
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Sound
The
AH

Heads

—

Building

—

for DUO

SOUNDMASTER

Amplifiers

Winnipeg
—

Two

Way

Horn

GOLDEN
VOICESystems
of the SILVER
SCREEN
Other Theatre and Projection Equipment
and Supplies

Holidays in Ottawa
Becoming a Habit
At This One

King and Queen

opened

about six months ago, has already figured three times in the news
because of robberies, comparatively
sums

of

money

being

It is probable all schools will be closed
during the Royal visit while holidays are
to be declared, according to present plans,
on Wednesday, the day of the arrival of
the British rulers in Ottawa when a procession will be held to Government House>
and also on Thursday, May 18, when the
King will unveil the National War
Memorial.

secured

on each occasion by the over-night
thieves. As a result of the third and
latest
and
$30

entry,

Gus
in

Messrs.

Solway,

cash

the

when

a

Barney

Goldhar

proprietors,
strong

box

smashed, while the candy
machine was also rifled.

lost
was

vending

Ottawa

Declares Television
Still Has Hurdles

“Technically,” he said, “we have television now.” Difficulties in its practical
use included the high cost of building television broadcasting stations, estimated at
$250,000; the difficulty in securing material for regular transmission, the limited
broadcast range of 40 to 60 miles and the
problem of who would pay for broadcasts.
The speaker estimated that receivers wou'd
cost from $200 to $600 in Canada, depending upon type and size.

Hints

the opportunity to meet the British Monarchs during the Royal Tour of the Dominion and the visit in the United States,
information has been secured from J. B.
Hunter of the federal department of public works who is in charge of tour arrangements, regarding rules of conduct in
the presence of the King and Queen.
the King

or Queen

are

first to be addressed as “Your Majesty”
after which “Sir” or “Ma’am”
(not
“Madam”) will be used. One who is presented to either the King or Queen is expected to remain silent until the conversation is opened by the Monarch. On being
presented, a man will make a forward bow
from the waist while a woman will curtsy
by bending the left knee. Those who are
permitted to shake hands with Their
Majesties will do so lightly. Following the
interview, the close of which will be indicated by the King or Queen, the person
will bow or curtsy, then walk backwards
two or three steps before turning. At
formal gatherings, the women will wear
long white gloves but not trains or feathers. Gloves also will be worn by men,
whether they are in uniform or not.
The bowing formality applies to newscameramen, newspapermen or any others
cn duty in presence of Their Majesties.

28

remain

Saturdays. To make up for the two holidays, however, it is planned to secure permission from the city to keep the stores
open several evenings during the same
week

because of the throngs
pected for the Royal visit.

which

are ex-

Winnipeg — The great influx of tourist
traffic which will attend the royal visit
to Winnipeg in May should prove a welcome windfall to the boxoffices of local
theatres. With contributions made by the
province and the city to make the presence of the Royal pair here a gala occasion, and every inducement to out-of-town
and United States residents to visit the

It is understood all theatres will be housing some presentation imported or prepared with local talent to capitalize on the
occasion. While no confirmation can yet
be obtained, the report is persistent that a
local acting company will offer a legitimate presentation on the stage of the Dominion Theatre, and that the Playhouse
and Walker, which have been dark for a
considerable period, will house shows especially imported for the visit. Similar
shows are expected to be held in the Civic
Auditorium and the Orpheum.

Films to Relieve Church
" Boredom
"
will be

Montreal — Sermons

by iilms in the Roodebloem
Church, Cape Town, South

replaced
Methodist
Africa, in

order to attract non-churchgoers. Rev.
Norman H. Pike, the pastor, explained:
age. Church
the same for

100 years — prayer, lesson, prayer, sermon. No wonder many people, even
they

the services

are

religious

boring."

of night

clubs

which

had

previously offered floor shows and
vaudeville as opposition. Motion picture shows now are being presented
each

night

at

the

Gatineau

Club

on

the Aylmer Road in conjunction with
the floor shows and special orchestras,
portable projectors being used for the
presentation of 16 mm films which are
of the theatrical type
documentary pictures.

and

not

merely

Court Exacts Fine
For SRO Business
Montreal — Joseph Cardinal, proprietor
of the New Starland Theatre, 1174 St.
Lawrence Blvd., pleaded guilty March 21
before Recorder-in-Chief J. Amedee Thouin to three separate charges of permitting

at heart,

to stand in the aisles of the theatre. He was fined $5 and costs of $3.73
on each charge. According to the court
records, city inspectors found about 30
persons

standing in theatre aisles on February 25 during a performance in the
theatre, about 40 persons on the following
day and a further 40 persons on March 4,
this year.

The Lowdown

that

At present it is not known whether
showmen here are making any special arrangements in connection with the event.

though

in the realm

people

Expect Royal Visit Will
Inspire Business Boom

This is a cinema-minded
services have remained

Ottawa — A new form of competition
for theatres in Ottawa has developed

open

city at that time, officials estimate
over a million persons will be here.

Ottawa — For the guidance of theatre
managers across Canada who may have

In conversation,

will

throughout the four days with the possible exception that the cinemas may be
closed Thursday afternoon during the
ceremonial at the Memorial. It has long
been the rule in Ottawa for all stores and
offices to close not later than 6 p. m.
each week day with 7 p. m. closing on

Montreal — Television for Canada is stul
some years away, E. C. Grimley, radio
manufacturing executive, told members of
the Canadian Progress Club here.

Royal Conduct

theatres

Night Club Oilers
16mm Films

Visit

Ottawa — There will be plenty of holidays in Ottawa when the King and Queen
visit the Canadian capital May 17 to 20
inclusive, according to announcement by
President F. D. Laurie of the Board of
Trade.

Toronto — The Avenue Theatre, in the
north end of Toronto, which was

small

When

find

Ottawa

—

Felix

Weiss,

a

sculptor

of

London,

England, now in Ottawa, has absorbed a share of the limelight by offering
caustic remarks regarding the Hollywood
situation after a five months’ stay in Los
Angeles during which time he appeared
in a film “Snapshots of Hollywood” and
modeled various stars in clay, including
Luise Rainer, Alice Brady, June
lie Burke and Jean Parker.

Lang,

Bil-

Declaring that better pictures now are
being produced in England, Mr. Weiss said
that Hollywood was so far removed from
the world that it had lost the spirit and
feeling of real life.
Describing Hollywood as “a most amazing place,” Mr. Weiss declared that he
found everything exaggerated and that it
required tact and intuition to keep posted
on the rapidly changing marriage scene.
“I never
he said.
He

knew

referred

who

was

married

to Greta

Garbo

to whom,”
as one

of

the most exotic screen stars. “I met her
at a tea,” he continued. “She was not the
least bit fussy and was rather quiet and
reserved. In private life, Greta Garbo
never uses make-up, not even lipstick.
“I found the stars worked very hard,”
he continued. “The best actors and actresses kept entirely apart from the much
publicized

life of the colony.”
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VICTORIA
EAGLES, who
FREDERICK
QHARLES
^ built the old Princess Theatre in Brandon, Ont., and a string of several others
in Winnipeg and other Prairie cities, died
in Victoria recently. He was a cousin of
John

Barrymore and bore a striking resemblance to the other Barrymore brother,

Lionel. Eagles was an osteopath in Brandon for 15 years, being the first registered
osteopath in Canada. Later he entered the
theatre business, building and operating
several theatres in Prairie cities. In Victoria he established a real estate business.
“Youth Marches On” at the Capitol met
with much enthusiasm in Victoria from
members of the Oxford Group Movement.
Cecil Broadhurst, star of the picture and
Canada’s tallest actor, being six feet five
inches tall, appeared on the stage in person each evening of the picture.
Victoria has figured in several newsreels which have showed at local theatres
recently. The departure of the four Western Canadian naval destroyers for a training period in southern waters was shown
at the Dominion and during the same week
the Atlas showed shots of the formation
of

Victoria’s first non-combatant women’s corps which consists of 100 ladies. In
connection with the Royal Visit in June
pictures were shown of the government
house, where the King and Queen will
stay during their visit to Victoria. Bo,h
the Capitol and Atlas showed pictures of

the first training period of the newly formed Fishermen’s Reserve branch of the
naval service.

“Beachcomber” did a booming business
at the Atlas ... A number of drug stores
tied up hospital scenes with the showing
of “Four

Girls in White”

at the Dominion.

Manager Cliff Denham and Ed Morbey
of the Dominion are preparing early to get
their share of the large tourist business
which is expected this summer due to the
visit of the King and Queen. Attractive
window displays have been placed in
prominent positions in restaurants and
taxi stands on the main thoroughfares.
They are particularly proud of displays
in a taxi stand opposite the C.P.R. Docks
and in the new Shasta Cafe.

Sam
New

Ulster to Take In
York World Fair

Toronto— The first of local exhibitors
to announce that he would attend the
New York World’s Fair is Sam Ulster,
owner of the Embassy Theatre here and
of the newly opened Centre Theatre at
Peterborough, Ont.
Ulster put emphasis to his words by
declaring, just before he left for a lengthy
holiday in Florida with his wife, that he
would not return to Toronto until some
time in May — after he stopped off in New
York to take in the exposition. The indications are many representatives of the
Toronto film colony will attend the fair
before next fall.
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From

the Canadian

alike to be one of the most
efficient in America.

Sound
Pictures
The Moncton (N.B.) Daily Transcript
The silent film, as a commercial form
of artistic expression, has gone down apparently to its final defeat. Charles Chaplin, who was the captain of the die-hards,
withdrew from his first line defenses in
“City Lights” when he permitted sound
but not talk, gave up his second line of
defense

in “Modern Times” when he permitted his colleagues to talk but was silent
himself, and finally surrenders his final

line of defense in “The Dictator,” where
speech wins a complete victory.
By a curious coincidence, at the moment
of his capitulation screen producers are
discussing the fact that picture patrons
find one scene in the latest Soviet film
called “The Last Night” very impressive.
It is the story of the collapse of the
Czarist regime in Moscow in 1917. There
has been fighting on the streets. Then
news comes that Czarist reinforcements
are approaching Moscow by rail. As the
train approaches, the tension at the station is heightened by an utter silence.
Obviously, however, this effect is due
to the cessation of sound rather than to
genuine silence and is comparable to the
value of a pause in music. It is an effect
which British radio commentators in reporting events use with considerable skill
but which is unfamiliar to American listeners.

Already
Co-ordinated
Toronto < Ont .) Globe and Mail
The Minister of Trade and Commerce,
who is not a spendthrift, has reason to
ponder

Press

on his project to establish a National Film Board in view of the fears that

modern

and

Hon. Dr. Manion has predicted that the
proposed new bureau and the films to be
produced will soon be costing the country
$250,000 a year; and considering the wellknown habit of civil servants to develop
and expand their particular branches the
Leader

of the Opposition was quite conservative. Right Hon. Arthur Meighen
has now brought the film board project
to the attention of the Senate, and he is
not indulging in any wild flight of the
imagination when he predicts that the
setting up of another board will result in
increasing the army of civil servants, with
three film commissioners instead of the
one provided for in the bill now before
Parliament.

It would be interesting to know who sold
the Government the idea of a national film
dictator; it was not wafted Ottawaward
on the north wind. Mr. Euler says he has
not given even tentative consideration to
the

appointment. He might well resurvey the whole matter before committing
the country to another commission.

National
Film Board
Windsor (Ont.) Star
Canada needs many things, but it can
hardly be said that amongst the essentials
is a national film board, as at present proposed at Ottawa. Hon. H. H. Stevens
points out the danger when he suggests
that in “another five years we
another radio commission with

will have
expensive

offices and a large staff.”
It is understandable that there should
be facilities under the federal government
for the taking of pictures, scenic and

been expressed about increasing taxation. There can be no doubt that money

otherwise, for advertising and other purposes. But to suggest that a board must

would be saved by having all the motionpicture-making activities of the Canadian
Government centralized instead of con-

be set up to direct such activities is ridiculous. Mr. Stevens states that when he
was minister of trade and commerce, the
motion picture estimates totaled $50,000.
Last year they were $88,000 and this year

have

tinuing duplication by several departments. But, as Hon. H. H. Stevens has
pointed out, the motion picture branch
of the Department of Trade and Commerce was organized some years ago to
“co-ordinate” the movie ventures of Ottawa. Now we are going to have a second co-ordination to co-ordinate the first
co-ordination, when all that is necessary
in the opinion of competent judges, is for
the Prime Minister or the Cabinet to issue
instructions to all departments to get all
their pictures made in the existing motion picture branch, which is generally
conceded by Liberals and Conservatives

An "Ecstasy"
Hollywood — Gustav

who

pro-

duced “Ecstasy” in Europe with Hedy
Lamarr, has taken space here and is planning a sequel, with the story laid in Vienna
before and after the Nazis took control.

"Hearts"

for Griffith

Hollywood — Raymond
Fox.

duce “Deal in Hearts”

Griffith will profor 20th

wheel-horses, but this is no justification
for its creation. If some department at
Ottawa can’t adequately oversee the taking of motion pictures, then there is something wrong with the departments of the
government.

Sarnolt at Debut

Sequel
Machaty,

$150,000.
This is a good example of where some
of the money goes when it gets into the
hands of governments. Canada no more
needs a national film board than she
needs a naval base in the Antarctic. True,
it might provide a few jobs for party

Century-

Ottawa — David Sarnoff, president of
Radio Corp. of America, will be one of the
guest speakers at the opening of the new
50,000-watt transmitter, Station CBA, at
Sackville, N. B., on April 8, according to
formal announcement by W. E. Gladstone
Murray, general manager of the Canadian
Broadcasting Corp., Ottawa. Canadian
and Provincial government officials also
will be heard.

poUR

executives of the United Amusement Corp. have been restoring their
energies in the Florida sunshine at St.
Petersburg. Ernest A. Cousins, president,
and D. A. Murray, vice-president and
comptroller, returned to Montreal, March
20, leaving George Ganetakos, managing
director, and H. N. Chauvin, K. C., the
company’s legal adviser, to bask for a few
more days. Previous to his departure for
the south, Ganetakos had been hospitalized
here. It is understood that he has greatly
benefited by his holiday.

was

carried

on a division by 43 votes to 8.

A plea for a “national screen drama”
in Canada is voiced by Augustus Bridle,
who,

after listing a number of films produced by Canadians or dealing with Can-

ada, remarks: “There is literally no major
Canadian film industry in a land whose
whole history has been a series of screen
dramas.”
A theatregoer

of

religious

tendencies

calls attention to the anomaly that whereas Roman Catholic priests on the screen
are invariably worthily represented, often

One cinema manager who always looks
philosophically on the ups and downs of
business is Phil Godel of the Westmount

portrayed as heroes, and noble, self-sacrificing persons, Protestant ministers are

Theatre. Considering that this is the Lenten season, Godel finds attendances quite

generally portrayed in parts “which make
the minister the brunt of laughter and

satisfactory . He commented dryly, “If it
wasn’t Lent, we would find the weather
or some other matter an excuse to grum-

ridicule.” In one picture cited the minister was represented as a kill-joy, “because
he frowned upon loose morals.” The commentator notes that Roman
Catholic
priests are shown

ble.”
“Submarine

Patrol”

and

“The

Beach-

comber” proved an effective combination
in the double bill at the Savoy, Verdun.
Eugene Maynard, manager of the Savoy,
who also supervises the Outremont, found
reason for great gratification on the St.
Patrick’s Day weekend
came close to breaking
the

when the returns
record in spite of

counter attraction
rick’s Parade.

of

the

St. Pat-

Charles Laughton and his wife, Elsa
Lanchester, who made so effective a team
in “The Beachcomber,” will be co-stars in
a British film version of Sir James Barrie’s famous play, “The Admirable Crichton.” In this play Miss Lanchester will
be her personable self. On her recent
visit to Montreal where she appeared at
the Princess, she said that never again
would she play a part in which she would
have to look like a far from beautiful old
maid.
Motion picture proprietors in Montreal
have much to complain about in the heavy
taxation imposed, but they must feel glad
they are not running cabarets. Cabarets
here pay a $200 license if they have no
floor show, and $1,000 if they have a
floor show. To compensate that they have
the privilege of selling liquor. A member
of the city council, Alderman R. F. Quinn,
wants the license fee equalized. “The $1,000
license should be cut to $200, or the $200
raised
said.

to $1,000.

I don’t

care

which,”

he

James Gleason’s Montreal double is Reg.
Wallace, sports reporter, who is regaining
some lost health at the Laurentian Sanatorium at Ste. Agathe des Monts. Wallace
has been awarded this week’s Montreal
Standard “ Movie Doubles” prize.
Premier Maurice Duplessis justified the
provincial government measure requiring
the motion picture exchanges and exhibitors to pay for the administration of the
Quebec board of censors by saying the bill
would

“bring the province just reimbursement for the work of assuring to Quebec
people films in conformity with our traditions, mentality and

30

morality.”

The

bill

more

often in films than

Protestant clergymen, and demands: “For
fairness sake let’s have equal representation of both churches or none at all.”

make a hit on the screen. Author,
and manager of a hundred successful

actor
stage

plays, he is now making a film called “A
Young Man’s Triumph,” which is being
produced at Ealing studios.
While

Hitler has been

showing

favor

to

an

American danseuse, his British emulator, Sir Oswald Mosley Bt., head of the
British Fascists, is in wrong with another
dancer. Mary Tavernan, 24, who appeared

in film versions of “The Scarlet Pimpernel” and “ Darby and Joan,” and who has
instituted action for slander against him.
She met Mosley while she was making a
picture at Elstree and they became friends.
In what the alleged slander consists she
has not yet revealed.
Associated Screen News filmed the Dominion curling championship played for
“MacDonald’s Brier” tankard . . . L. N.
Nathanson of Famous Players Canadian
Corp., attended a meeting in Montreal of
executives of CBC of which he is a director. . . Valerie Hobson, 21 -year-old
British film star, has announced her engagement to Anthony Havelock Allan, who,

Harold Vance, manager of Ben Gar son’s
Midway Theatre on St. Lawrence Blvd., introduced a novelty by presenting on the
stage a vaudeville revue featuring the

at 33, is Britain’s youngest film producer.
Miss Hobson starred in “This Man Is

celebrated French-Canadian comedian,
“Tizoune” (O. Guimond sr.) . Effie Mack
and 16 other artists took part in the revue, which is given in addition to three
feature films.

Trailers for institutions follow one another in quick succession from ASN studios in Montreal. Hospitals, charitable and
News.”
other institutions find the film the most

Sir Edward Seymour Hicks, 66-year-old
British comedian, deplores his lack of success in the films and is still seeking to

Picture Progress
Cited by Critic
Ottawa — Writing in the Ottawa Journal, Hector Charlesworth, noted Canadian
dramatic critic, offers interesting reflections regarding the progress of the screen
in the current presentations of “The Mikado” and “Pygmalion” by declaring:
“The time is not far behind us when the
prospect of a really brilliant example of
dramatic literature being transferred to
the screen was appalling. The probability
that it would be butchered and vulgarized
as was Sir James Barrie’s finest comedy,
‘The Admirable Crichton,’ was all too sure.
But here we have ‘The Mikado’ and
‘Pygmalion,’ pieces famous for the inimitable sparkle and finesse of their dialogue,
translated to the modern medium without
distortion and without doing violence to
the fame of the two wittiest writers known
to the British theatre since Sheridan.
“Obviously the old order under which
the lowest intelligences in an ordinary motion picture audience were regarded as
those to which the producer and the
script-writer should cater, is vanishing. In

productive medium
sage across.

Sympathy is extended to the family
(Continued on page 32)

emerged a tattered
ferred to the screen.

been

when

trans-

in the presentation of musical accessories. When this picture version of

‘The Mikado’ gets out into the rough and
tumble of smaller motion picture houses,
much

will depend on the sound equipment of these establishments, which is
often pretty bad, but the producers, who
have done a good musical job, cannot be
held responsible for that.
“Some

readers

will recall

that

when

‘Pygmalion’ was first produced in London
in April, 1914, the incident which caused
a sensation was when Eliza, posing as a
great lady, suddenly lapsed to the flowergirl class with the words, ‘Not bloody
likely.’ Twenty-five years ago the use of
the sanguinary word on the stage, in other
than a tragic sense as Shakespeare uses it,
was deemed revolutionary. The post-war
period in the theatre has so accustomed
us to language
would

by de-

wreck

“The most notable improvement effected in talking pictures of recent years has

the hope

rich rewards

of

veloping scenarios and writing the lines
which were an indispensable factor in the
silent films. They all came back with
the same story; they had been deliberately
instructed to avoid anything that a colored
maid or a taxi-driver would not understand. Situations which depended on clash
of temperament or psychological reactions
were, of course, taboo. That was why any
play of intellectual or literary quality

days gone by, I knew several gifted writers who wended their way to Hollywood in
of earning

for getting their mes-

‘in the raw’

be shocked

that

nobody

today.”
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Ontario's Theatre
Activity Brisk
Toronto — New construction of theatres
in the province of Ontario is going along
at a brisk pace, reports from several centers indicate. There is also considerable
remodeling by exhibitors.
Work is well under way on construction
of the Palace Theatre at Galt, Ont., which
is scheduled to open at the end of May,
with H. Goldhar as manager. The theatre
will have C. T. R. equipment which is on
order from Perkins Electric Co.
The College Theatre is scheduled to
open

during the week of April 3 at Brantford, Ont., under the ownership of William Taylor. It will seat 600.
Famous Players Canadian Corp. has
completed plans for substantial alterations
to the Algoma Theatre at Sault Ste.
Marie,

Ont., the work to cost in the neighborhood of $15,000, and the Princess Theatre at Sault Ste. Marie is being enlarged
and improved at a cost of $45,000, the
contractors being Kennedy & McLarty.
Joseph Giaschi is building a theatre at
Port Colborne, Ont., the structure to cost
$30,000. The general contractor is J. R.
Carson.
J. O. Scott, owner of the Weston Theatre, Weston, made a trip through western
Ontario to inspect sites for two or three
new theatres and plans are proceeding, it
is announced.

"Magic Eye Door" Novel
Intrigues in Ottawa
Ottawa — The Centre Theatre, leading
downtown independent house of Ottawa,
has
has

sprung that “something new” which
attracted considerable attention, although it has little to do with the actual
entertainment.

The innovation is found in the “Magic
Eye Doors” which have been installed in
the entrance. Actuated by an electric eye
mechanism, the doors automatically open
at the approach of a person, and just as
quickly and neatly close behind the
patron. A continuous stream of people
keeps the doors open without human
hands. The novel equipment has been
permanently installed by Manager Don
Stapleton and the public has been invited
to experience the sensation.

Vancouver
Appeal

Labor

Hearing

Union
On

Vancouver — The appeal case is now on
of the Vancouver and New Westminster
District Trades and Labor Council and
the B. C. Projectionists Union to upset
the judgment of Mr. Justice D. A. McDonald who awarded Hollywood Theatres
$2,000 damages for the picketing of their
theatre, also an injunction restraining the
Union from interfering with their business.
The

Union

claims

that under

was recently cut short by the tragic death
of his mother in Florida.

Cinema Rousson-Trudeau Ltee., Kirkland
Lake, called on exchange executives in
Toronto regarding film bookings and other

Gordon Moorehead, lately manager of
the Royal Theatre, North Bay, has been

details for the company’s two theatres recently opened, these being the Lasalle at
Kirkland Lake and the Cartier at Timmins.
Thomas Moorehead, proprietor of the
Capitol Theatre, Brampton, made the
rounds

of Toronto’s Filmrow when he renewed friendships. Moorehead was once

president of the Allied Exhibitors of Ontario, an organization of the independents
which is now inactive.
W.

F. Hayner,

Canadian

sales manager

of Regal Films, Ltd., and Gordon Lightstone, Toronto branch manager, returned
from the M-G-M
convention at Chicago,
filled with enthusiasm for 1939-40 prospects.
Simon Meretsky, prominent theatre
owner of Windsor, Ont., and his wife,
stopped off in Toronto on their way back
from a long stay in Florida when it was
confided that Mrs. Meretsky will shortly
have to undergo an operation for eye
trouble.
The

sad death has occurred in Toronto of Mrs. Lillian King, sister of Mike
Wilkes, veteran promotion manager of
United Artists, and Abe Wilkes, local exhibitor. The deceased was also a daughter-in-law of H. King, owner of the Grant
Theatre, Toronto.
A.

J.

manager
Toronto,

Laurie,

assistant

general

sales

of Empire-Universal Films, Ltd.,
returned this week from an enjoyable holiday in Florida.

Tom Ross, owner of the Royal Theatre,
Bowmanville, has resumed his regular
trips to the Toronto film offices after a
lay-off on account of the weather. He was
accompanied by Mrs. Ross and son.
V. Simone,

owner

of the Radio

City and

Beverly

theatres, is expanding in two directions. Not content with proceeding with
the erection of a third theatre in North
Toronto, he has become the father of a
third child, this time a girl.
Jack Willard of the Columbia branch
office, Toronto, has been named manager
of the Royal Theatre, Parry Sound, which
was purchased by Theatre Holding Corp.
from Jack Campbell last February. Syd
Burton, who was managing the Royal, is
returning to the Strand at Port Colborne which is to open in a couple of
weeks to replace the theatre which was
destroyed by fire last winter.
Manager Jack Arthur will be host to a
mob of cheering youths on the morning of
Tuesday, April 11, when the several thousand members of the Toronto Newspaper
Carriers Boys’ Club holds its annual
ter theatre party at the big Uptown
a special program.

Easwith

a contract

entered into in 1937, the theatre agreed
to employ one union member in the projection-room, and base their plea on that.
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J^OUIS ROUSSON,
a growing power in
northern Ontario as president of the

H. M. Masters, general manager of
United Corp., Ltd., will shortly resume
his business trip in western Canada which

appointed assistant manager of the Madison Theatre, Toronto, a unit of the Associated chain. He was succeeded at North
Bay by Gordon Beavis,
Peterborough Capitol.

formerly

of the

H. Rankin, owner of the Plaza Theatre,
Tilbury, Ont., is receiving congratulations
following the arrival of a son. Officials
of Vitagraph, Ltd., Toronto, have sent
best wishes to Lew McKenzie of the
Warner Bros, branch in St. John, N. B„
on the birth of a son.
Harry J. Allen of Grand National Films,
Ltd., Toronto, has booked second run of
his latest state right picture, “Ballerina,”
into the Avenue Theatre, Toronto, following the Canadian premiere at the Toronto Hollywood last week.
The

Toronto film colony was well represented at the formal opening of the Community Theatre at Welland, Ont., which is
under the management of Joseph J. Paul,
formerly of the Elgin Theatre, Ottawa.
Projection and sound equipment was installed by Perkins Electric Co. while the
Artie

Nu-Air ventilating system was installed by the Canadian Air Conditioning

Co., Toronto.
The Capitol Theatre, an Associated
chain house and one of three theatres in
Belleville, Ont., has been closed. Belleville
has a population of 14,000.
Leo M. Devaney, general manager of
RKO
in Canada, returned to Toronto a
few weeks ago after a
business trip
through the Maritime Provinces.
“Cafe

Society” had been extensively advertised as an early attraction at the Toronto Uptown when it was suddenly

switched to the Imperial Theatre. A holdover of “Gunga Din” at the Uptown was
the cause.
Lionel Payne, proprietor of the Princess
Theatre, Listowell, Ont., made use of the
train service to Toronto to call at the film
exchange offices. That sounds like a bit
of routine news until it is explained that
this was the first time since 1925 that Mr.
Payne

had traveled the 100 miles to Toronto by railway, although he had been
seen on the Filmrow at periodic intervals
during the years. Heavy snow was the
reason.
With two new theatres projected for St.
Catharines, steps have been taken for a
complete overhaul of the Capitol Theatre
in that city, the improvements including
air-conditioning .

"Winkle"
Hollywood

—

by Monogram
A

top-budget

story

on

Monogram’s 1939-40 slate will be “Rip
Van Winkle,” from the Washington Irving tale. An unknown character actor is
being sought for the title role.

:: April 1, 1939

31

CD T T A\ W A\
is strong
jyjANAGER CHRIS HOLMES
for revival showings at the Avalon,
Ottawa. There is an extra feature at 11
p. m. each Friday and now he opens the
Saturday matinee with a different revival
feature, which is only screened once. Last
Saturday the extra attraction was “Way
Out West.” A single feature is on the
regular program for the last two days of
the week.
Harry O’ Regan, veteran manager of the
Francais Theatre, recently journeyed to
Toronto to look over current availables
and set in future dates.
Frank Scott, manager of the new
Riviera Theatre, Prescott, reports snow
along the highways stands higher than his
automobile in some stretches and some
roads have been hidden for weeks.
Lloyd

Mills, new

manager

of the Elgin

showman, has announced his resignation
as manager and secretary of the Ottawa
Winter Fair which he has held since 1932.
McElroy continues as manager
tral Catiada Exhibition.
Manager Angelo Stevens
Theatre played up the first
Coronation of Pope Piux
results in connection with
“Cafe

Society”

and

The Capitol Theatre
sold out for the reserved
“Pygmalion”
Orchestra and
and loges 50
performance,
following next
Den

of the Regent
pictures of the
XII with good
the double bill,

“Persons

(Continued

of the Cen-

in Hiding.”

was practically
seat opening of

manager

date

with

an

Farnham; George Gray, Wonderland, Magog; M. Adelson, Roxy, Ste. Agathe; T.
Trow, Imperial, Three Rivers; Pete Viotti,
proprietor of the Lido, Montreal, and his
manager, Joe Brown.

of the Centre

excellent

“Pygmalion”
Loew’s

turn-

“Stagecoach” which
Montreal release.

opened

prior to the

P. J. “Paddy” Nolan, proprietor of the
Rexy and Nola theatres, was handed a
pleasant surprise when he was called to
the stage of the Rexy where he was presented with a traveling bag by Stewart
Gillespie on behalf of the employes of the
two theatres on the occasion of his 61st
birthday.
Herbert

H. McElroy,

How

well-known

Ottawa

Flynn

and

Davis

Hollywood — “The Knight and the
Lady,” co-starring Errol Flynn and Bette
Davis, will be directed for Warner by
Michael Curtiz. William Keighley is the

Next in "Saint" Series
Hollywood — Next in RKO’s “Saint” series will be “The Saint Overboard,” to be
produced here following completion of

to operate

in London,”

in production

motion

a second

High

School

week

at

showed

Passengers on Outremont tramways have
the habit when turning the corner of Laurier Ave. of glancing at the clock outside
the Regent Theatre on Park Ave. For a
few days and nights recently it was out
of order and the tramway crowd at night
missed its cheerful illumination and dependable timekeeping . Now F. Demitri, the
manager, has had it put in order again
and the tramway crowds can hardly be restrained from giving him a cheer.

producer.

“The Saint
England.

concluded

. . . Lachine

a Chaplin comedy and “Felix the Cat” to
students in the gymnasium . . . Motion
pictures demonstrated to the Canadian Industrial Traffic League correct and incorrect methods of loading and unloading cargoes from ships.

Theatre, Ottawa, had his secorid Canadian premiere in succession when he
played “Prison Without Bars.” During the
previous two weeks he was showing

30)

Filmrow visitors: C. Brock and W. Laurie, Princess, Cowansville; Ambrose Nolan, Pix, Aylmer; C. Auclair, Drummond,
Drummondville ; Leo Choquette, Rialto,

Theatre, opened the local run of “Yes, My
Darling Daughter” with a preview performance at 11:15 p. m. the night before
the opening
out.

page

with the “causes celebres” of the past,
“L’Affaire Lafarge” is being shown at
Montreal’s Cinema de Paris . . . United
Amusement Corp. annual meeting was
scheduled for March 31.

despite contrary weather.
balcony seats were 40 cents
cents for this one evening
the continuous engagement
day.

Stapleton,

from

the late Leon Mercier, proprietor of the
Electra Theatre, who died March 20 in his
75th year . . . Latest Parisian film to deal

in

picture theatres

profitably
Here is a new book full of HOW TO DO IT information, written by a man
who believes that the first objective of theatre management is to make money.
In this book he covers motion picture theatre management from A to Z,
giving the best results of years of experience as a guide in establishing
successful policies, building profitable business, and efficiently operating any
size theatre.

The Management of
Motion Picture Theatres
By FRANK

Get This Great Aid to Theatre

Management!

GET IT TODAY!!

H. RICKETSON.

Jr.

President, Fox Inter-Mountain Theatres, Inc.

375 pages, 6x9, illustrated, $3.50

Send check or money order to

ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS, 4704 East Ninth Street, Kansas City, Missouri
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FRAMEWORK FOR AN EXTENSIVE INDEPENDENT
BUYING POOL REVEALED IN OKLAHOMA CITY
Organizational

Meeting

Hits Censorship

For State's Showmen
Within a Month

Oklahoma City — "Flanagan's House Bill 349 would establish a board of censorship of moving pictures, seeks to prohibit the showing of screen stuff on Sunday,"
Walter M. Harrison, managing editor of the Oklahoma City "Times'' told his readers
in his personal column, then commented:

By B, O, TELLER
Oklahoma City — A skeleton organization
and drive for attendance at a meeting to
be held here next month have been drafted by the group of independent exhibitors
organizing a buying pool for protection
of independent’s interests, as previously
reported in Boxoffice.
Those believed leaders refused to confirm for publication, though some of the
outstanding independents of the state are
known

to be actively behind the movement to enlist every independent, regardless of the size of his location, into the
proposed pool.
The

fact

that

protection

Try

of the

"The one purpose is of little consequence. The other is futile. There is a national board of censorship. The pictures are censoring themselves. An Oklahoma
would be an added expense to the state, and with as many kinds of nuts

Board

loose in the commonwealth, such a local board might do foolish things. As 'or
closing the shows on Sundays, there is little enough entertainment in the average
community Sunday, or any other day. If the present upsurge of blue laws is to
force attendance at church, it is worse than useless. The kick-back would be such
resentment

against

the

element

posing

for a

Puritan

sabbath

that

it would

in less support for the church, rather than for more interest."
The Flanagan bill, described in BOXOFFICE
last week, would establish
board of censors with a $3 per 1,000 tax on all motion pictures and create
department of visual education to buy outstanding films and distribute them
educational institutions. It does not, however, provide for Sunday closings.

result
a
a

state
state

among

Sunday closings were established in a previous bill submitted by Sen. Nat
Taylor, which featured posting of notices when SRO conditions prevailed. Both bills
are now in committee.

inde-

pendents’ own interests will be the aim of
the organization has been emphasized to
counter rumors that militant fight would
be made

against circuits operating in Oklahoma. No direct anti-circuit campaign
exists in current plans but it is understood that, should circuits seek to prevent
the pool or organization and later seek
to break it up such an attitude will be
projected.
A meeting of 20 of the organizers was
held here in Oklahoma City last week,
Boxoffice has learned, at which time details of the organization setup were discussed and some definite plans formulated. It was agreed that the strictest
secrecy will be followed for another few'
weeks until the leaders are certain they
have a hundred or more exhibitors from
every section of the state ready to join the
pool and attend the organization meeting
to be held in Oklahoma City some time
within the next few months.
Government Official May Speak
Arrangements already have been made
for a meeting spot and plans drawn for
procedure to be followed at this meeting,
but definite date is being withheld until
a speaking engagement has been secured
from

a department of justice official (assumed to be Thurman Arnold) who has

expressed a desire to attend the organization meeting. It is known that the department has an investigator in the state
talking

with independent exhibitors gathering information for background material to be used in the monopoly investigations definitely set for Oklahoma City
this summer.
The

group of independents have expressed their willingness to cooperate with

department men in gathering such information as they desire but will not take
any

active part in possible later prosecutions, it is understood.
Tentative setup to be discussed further
at the organization meeting calls for establishment of a local office here in OklaBOXOFFICE

::

April

1, 1939

homa City to be maintained by monthly
dues assessed the members of the pool.
These dues range from $10 per month for
the major independents to $5 per month
for the small-town exhibitors.
This office would be under the direction and management as would the pool
itself, of a hired general manager. He
would negotiate for the purchase of all
product and major equipment items with
exchanges and supply firms, but the actual
signing of contracts would be left to each
individual member.
Plans

also being considered for establishment and maintenance of an equipment repair shop here under the direction of an experienced repair man, though
this phase may not be gone into until a
later date.
The

are

state of Oklahoma has been divided into eight districts for the purposes

of month-to-month operation of the affairs of each of the individual members.
These districts have already been setup,
based on population and number of houses
in each section.
Members in each district would choose
one of their number each six months to
make the weekly trips to the exchange
center here to do all dating and other
formalities on pictures for the entire membership in the district.
‘‘Protective’’

Not

“Combative”

‘‘Personally I spend from $10 to $15 a
month coming to Oklahoma City to look
after the affairs of my one small theatre,”
one interested independent stated. “If I
can have these affairs looked after better
and more efficiently without that expense
or the bother of the trip the dues I pay
will be more than repaid if I get nothing
more out of the pool.”
The purposes of the pool are outlined
another to Boxoffice as follows:
“As

far as

we

are

concerned

we

by
are

not out to cut anyone’s throat as some
people in the industry seem to think. The
main thing we are after is protection of
our own interests; we want to be on the
same footing as the circuits in buying
our product and our equipment.
“We have no intention of fighting the
circuits unless it becomes necessary to do
so. Naturally we will fight to protect our
own interests and those of the fellow
members.

If a

circuit sets about

under-

mining an independent’s location through
some of the practices that have been followed in the past we will most certainly
retaliate.
After

“Fair”

Prices

“And in the same light we are not out
to chisel on the exchanges or the supply
men. We are more than anxious to see
that

they make a fair profit and we believe our setup will make it possible for
them to do so, not only with us but with
the circuits. As things exist now the circuits are forcing exchanges, through their
dominance of key locations at present, to
sell pictures and the supply houses to sell
equipment at unprofitable prices.
“Our main effort will be to secure fair
and decent prices and treatment; we are
going to do everything we can to reach
that

goal. If conditions make it impossible to do it in that way, we will most certainly adopt a more militant attitude in

combating

these practices

and

in protect-

ing our own interests.”
Boxoffice
has learned that printed
forms to be used in the organization setup
have been prepared and are now being
used;

that leaders are making a concerted drive to bring every independent
exhibitor in the state into the group and
that the period of over six months past
during which secret planning has been
under way is near an end.

S
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A Second Anti-Ascap Measure
Before Solons in Oklahoma
Oklahoma City — A second anti-Ascap
bill has been filed in the legislature, a
house

bill by Representatives Myers, Duncan, McVicker and Porta. The first was

a senate

bill by Taylor-Hearne

and

Porta,

reported in last week’s Boxoffice. Both
bills are now in judiciary committees.
Title of the current bill, H. B. 583, reads
as follows:
and public

“An act relating to copyrights
performing rights in musical

compositions, and dramatic-musical compositions, the registration thereof describing each such musical composition, the
performing

rights intended

to be sold, li-

censed or otherwise disposed of in the
State of Oklahoma, showing the name and
title of the copyrighted composition, the
date of the copyright, the number or other
identifying symbol given thereto in the
United States copyright office, the name
of the author, the name of the publisher,
the name of the present owner of the
performing rights thereto, requiring the
filing of such descriptive lists in the office
of the Secretary of State of Oklahoma,
making

such lists available for the examination and taking of copies thereof, providing for the publication of such lists in

Cole to Testily lor
Neely Bill
Dallas — Col. H. A. Cole,

president

of

Allied States Ass'n, said he would leave
Saturday for Washington to appear
next week before a Senate committee
in a

hearing

that he
hearing

on

the

Neely

plans to return
starts April 3.

bill.

After

to Dallas.

The

the discretion of the Secretary of State
and the duties of the Secretary of State,
providing the method for computing
charges or compensation in certain cases;
authorizing and permitting the Secretary
of State of Oklahoma to accept service of
process in suits or proceedings arising
under the act and describing the method
to be followed and the duties of the Secretary of State in relation thereto and the
fee to be charged thereof, providing for
pleading and for compliance with the act,
providing

penalties for the violation there-

of, and is
declaring
an as
emergency.”
Text
the same
that of the other
anti-Ascap

bill, senate

bill 207.

Clemmons Jr, Acquires
Dodd at Malakoll
Dallas — J. C. Clemmons jr., of Beaumont, has purchased the Dodd Theatre at
Malakoff which he is now operating as
sole owner. He was formerly purchasing
agent for Jefferson Amusement Co. with
headquarters at the home office. He is
the son of Joe Clemmons who recently
resigned as the president of Jefferson.
Young Clemmons is a graduate of the
Babson Institute at Massachusetts. He
indicates

he may

or so later.

His

take on another
operations

theatre

will be inde-

pendent.

An Anti-Billboard Bill
Is Out of Committee
Oklahoma City — The bill outlawing billboards along state highways, used to a

Modern

Equipment

Store —

large extent

An interior shot of the new National Theatre Supply Company store in
Dallas. The ceiling is lined with Fluminaire, new fluorescent lighting arrangement, shown in this view toward the front entrance. Heavier items
are displayed near the front, while to the left is the miscellaneous supply
department. To the right is the clerical office. J. I. Roberts, the manager,
has a private office just in back of the roped off area.

Smith and Bearden Open
Arcadia at Lubbock

Martini Buys Ground for
Theatre in Galveston

Lubbock, Tex. — P. E. Smith and W. O.
Bearden, owners and operators of the Tech
Theatre, have opened up their new Arcadia
Theatre at 1211 Avenue H. Construction
is of cream brick with the front paneled
in colored glass and trimmed with stone,

Galveston, Tex. — A. Martini has purchased a block of unimproved ground in
the center of the rapidly developing west
end district. While Martini, city manager
for Interstate Theatres, did not say the
purchase was for theatre purposes, he said
at the time the new Martini was built
downtown that a neighborhood theatre
for Galveston was being considered.

and entirely fire-proof. The capacity is
425. The center aisle widens toward the
front for quick exit at all times.
The

Arcadia

employs

eight

people

and

will run from 1 p. m. to midnight with special matinees on Saturday mornings. The
owners have been in theatre business here
since June, 1936.
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by theatres

in smaller

cities

and

towns, has been brought out of committee without recommendation.
The measure was introduced by Clyde

Andrews,

Lincoln county, and contains exemptions to permit road advertisements for

farms, sales and the like. Oklahoma Garden clubs are championing the bill, while
labor is lined up against it.

Starr Buys Moon
Alexandria, La. — Charles Morel has sold
his Moon Theatre to Milton Starr. The
house

is closed for remodeling and will include a new marquee, seats and a sign.
Reopening is due Easter Sunday. The
name will be changed to the Ritz. M. B.
Caldwell of Nashville, Tenn., will be the
manager.

Understanding is, however, that the block
just purchased eventually will be the site
of a community center, with a fine neighborhood theatre, stores, and other improvements including ample parking space.

Directs “Tidal Wave"

Hollywood — “Tidal Wave” will be directed by John H. Auer for Producer Armand Schaeffer at Republic.
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Tol Teeter Readies Dallas Variety Club Tourney
Suit for Product "Colossal; " $4, OOO Raised
Dallas — Tol

Teeter,

who

operates

the

Joy at Houston, told Boxoffice his attorneys are preparing a damage suit against
major film companies, the Interstate circuit and the Horwitz Theatres. Damages
will be claimed, he said, on account of
his inability to buy product for his Houston house. He has not made up his mind,
he said, whether or not he will include the
theatre he is now building at San Antonio
in the suit. He said some companies will
sell his

San Antonio house under construction and some say no.
Teeter did not name the amount he is

going to ask. He said his chief complaint
in the case will be made against Horwitz.
The Houston attorneys preparing the suit
are Cole, Patterson & Cole, he said. Teeter
plays subsequent run film rather far down
the release line and his policy includes burlesque or vaudeville with film.

H. R . Bisby Opens New
Ritz at Richardson
Richardson, Tex. — H. R. Bisby’s new
Ritz opened last week. The front is white
with

blue panel trim. It is the first theatre for the town, at least since the advent of sound. J. P. Skelton is the manager. Bisby lives in Garland where he
owns the Garland Theatre.

Dallas — Colossal is the word going the
rounds for the fourth semi-annual Variety Club golf tournament, which ended
Monday night at Dallas Country Club.
It was bigger and better than last year
and more successful from all standpoints,
according to sources ramroding the affair,
who estimated that around $4,000, or better, was raised for charitable objectives of
the club.
Saturday

was

open

house

in

Variety

Club

quarters, being purely a social gathering throughout the afternoon and night.
The same time Sunday was reserved for
the Calcutta and stag party for men only
when something slightly less than $2,500
was realized from the sale of players. At
this time Chief Barker R. J. O’Donnell
said the club would look toward enlarging those quarters in the near future.
The tournament started early Monday
morning at Dallas Country Club, lasting
practically all day. Here an elaborate
dinner-dance was given for Variety members and guests that night, with music
furnished by Hyman Charninsky’s orchestra and with Chief Barker O’Donnell
awarding tournament prizes to both men
and women. Over 275 attended the party.
There were 59 prizes in all, 47 regular,
six for the ladies, six for dubs, one in the
driving contest and one for the center
shot. The trophies were valued at $1,700

and

were the nicest assortment ever
ten together by a golfing committee.
The Money Winners

While

all players

were

bought

got-

at the

Calcutta, there were only ten winners taking a total of $1,000. Herman Biersdorf
bought

the tournament low scorer Ed Zimmerman and won $350. I. B. Adelman
bought Lynn Stocker and drew $200; R. E.
Griffith received $150 for John Doctoroff;
Gene Finlay bought H. Biersdorf, getting
$100; Raymond Willie took Buddy Harris
for $60; Frank Barry made $40 on J. F.
Donahue; R. Cummings and R. J. O’Donnell won $30 each for their players G.
Hamilton and Reynolds Smith brought $20
apiece.

Prizes to Players
The first prize for low score in the
tournament went to Eddie Zimmerman
who received a gold watch donated by
Interstate Circuit on his low net score of
66. Not being a Variety member he was
ineligible for the club championship.
Biersdorf and Stocker tied for second
place and will play it off soon in an 18hole match, with the winner taking the
tournament’s main trophy of silver goblets given by the film salesmen and the
loser taking third place and receiving a
gold watch

given by Griffith.

John

Doc-

toroff,(Continued
the artist now onpainting
O’Donnell’s
page 32)
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NEW
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At very low prices.
These are equipments traded in on our New Master
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Amplifier

Fair Treatment
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Model

Sound

Systems.

and Adequate

New

Master

Model

Sound

Head

Service Always
DALLAS.

TEXAS
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5 New Houses in
Santone Sector

soon,

San Antonio — Five new theatres are
planned in this section as follows:
San Antonio: Alamo Heights Theatre,
opening about June or July; Interstate

Dallas

Theatres, owners-operators; new burlesque
theatre, 417 W. Houston St. to open in
May, A. M. “Pappy” Cauble
Teeters, managing directors.

and

replacing

the one

recently

damaged

by fire. J. F. Newburry, manager-owneroperator.
Victoria: Griffith-Long circuit, a new
theatre on Forrest St. to cost around $65,000. Construction started March
15.
House is scheduled to open this summer.
The San Antonio situation will give the
Alamo City an extra 1,300 seats when the
two new theatres are completed.

'Rallies' Goldin

J. G. Long, stopped on Harwood Street the
other day with an oversized and palatial

M.

fles” Goldin, is charged

Goldin,

alias

"Raf-

by a federal grand

jury with infringing copyright of the picture, “Lash of the Penitentes,” assertedly
owned by Michael J. Levinson.

BANG!
MONEYBACK

IT INCREASED
BUSINESS 3i TIMES
THE FIRST NIGHT

The

New

Advertising

Feature

that pays

cash

to every

adult on

ARE

each

MONEYBACK
makes its next bow through the Roxy Theatre at Munday,
Texas, on Thursday, March 30th — Mr. Posey Williams promises the introduction will be in exact accordance with our instructions as was done
in Graham and we expect Mr. Williams' business to be increased equally
as much as the increase at Graham. — We will have a wire from Mr.
Williams on the 31st, Friday, while this ad is being printed. — He doubtless will be glad to answer your telegram of inquiry if you are interested.
In the morning

mail, Leon

orders more

supplies for Graham

through

and

or Crowell next."
to the people of your

of our

ADDRESS

ROOM
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SALES

COMPANY

6-3021/2 S. HARWOOD,

MONEYBACK,

Advertising

Feature,

DALLAS,

Copyrighted

TEXAS

1939

by

Robert

E.

for the 1940 national

present
of
and
the goal
16 other

At

least

that’s

Chief
barkers.Barker

Fulgham,

new

owner

conthe

O’Donnell

of the Ideal

Shoemaker’s
exchanges.

barbecue,

and

then

made

the

Al Wolf’s son, Charles, attending North
Dallas high school, and a first class juvenile artist on the French horn in the band
there, has been selected to play his instrument in the Greater Dallas Music Festival
at McFarland Auditorium soon.
Walter

Stoeppleman,

putting

over

“Treasure Hunt” in this region, has been
doing a lot of traveling these days, boosting the stimulator in theatres now using it
and
a

closing remaining deals with distributors. He left for St. Louis this week on
distribution deal.

six and a half feet, spent two days in Dallas on business and conferred with several

For your convenience we have opened offices in Dallas on Film Row in
room 6 — Film Exchange Bldg., 302V2 S. Harwood. You are invited to call
when you are in Dallas.
a card will bring one

order

vention in Dallas.

equipment
W.

If you do not expect to be in Dallas soon
representatives to you.

an

town

MONEYBACK
is the only attraction feature on the market with sufficient
appeal to cause your business to increase several hundred per cent the
first night.

NEW

back

Al Mortenson of Southwestern Theatre
Equipment Co., Houston, who towers about

per cent the first night.

THE

When the 17 Variety Club delegates go
to Detroit late in April they hope to bring

states

your theatre and assure you, that if our instructions are followed, your business will increase from 100% to three or four hundred

GREGG

did lots of fishing around Florida. Angling is his specialty. He complained he
caught every kind except a sailfish.

Ben Golding of Amarillo drove to Dallas
Wednesday in the rain, took on some of

WE."

that "MONEYBACK
will be put in Haskell
We would like to introduce MONEYBACK

trailer which was their home on vacationing in Florida and Cuba. They plan
a trip to Colorado next and then Mexico
City, and possibly Europe later if that part
of the world quiets down a bit. H. H.

Harry

Next day Mr. C. D. Leon wired our office that "MONEYBACK INCREASED
OUR BUSINESS 3V2 TIMES OVER NORMAL
THE FIRST NIGHT, CUSSO

house

in Fort Worth, was on the Row Wednesday. He seems happy in his new location
and envircmment.

MONEYBACK
NIGHT, was first introduced through the Palace Theatre
at Graham, Texas, on Wednesday and Thursday, March 15th and 16th.

TOMERS ENTHUSIASTIC AND

remembered because of a former connection with W. G. Underwood at the old Specialty Film Co.
The H. H. Covingtons, who sold their
theatres at Teague several weeks ago to

Dallas — Howard

Sonora: Andrew Aguirre’s new house
scheduled for opening during April.
Aguirre will be resident manager.
Ingleside: The New Studio will open

pRED HANSEN arrived a little in advance
of schedule to take over a position at
National Theatre Supply Co. He expects
to make his home in Dallas and to dispose
of his home in San Antonio. He is well

Jury Cites

Grand

Howard

“Tol”

ID) A IL IL A S

Gregg

A.

men

on

this market.

Edmondson,

who

successfully

operates the Texas at Newgulf, returned recently from a trip to Colorado
and shortly after came north to Dallas
to attend the Variety weekend festivities
and play in the tournament Monday.
The
Ohio

mother of Al and Nat Wolf died recently in Houston. Nat flew down from
to attend the funeral. He is district

manager

of

Warner

theatres

there

and

formerly was a Dallas exchange manager. The mother lived in Texas 50 years.
Harold Schwartz, now connected with
Alexander Film Co. at the home office in
Colorado Springs, has been in Dallas on
a special mission and during interims was
active about the Variety Club especially
during the tournament. He was formerly
in

the employ
vice here.

of National

BOXOFFICE

Screen

Ser-

:: April 1, 1939

Defense Files for Dismissal
Momand Monopoly Suit
Oklahoma

City — Defense

attorneys

in

the Momand
$4,500,000 anti-trust suits
have filed two motions to dismiss on behalf
of the 18 remaining
tors and circuits.

producers,

distribu-

of the motions is in identical language except in naming the different defendants and is presented in four paragraphs. They were filed following filing

“To dismiss the action and each cause
of action because the complainant fails to
state a claim against the defendants upon
which relief can be granted.
the action

and

each

cause

A G-Man
Dallas — A

special

assistant

CHAIRS

IN COMFORT

“To dismiss the action and each cause
of action because the damages named by
the petitioner are not receivable damages
and the items of special damages claimed
are not specifically stated as required by
rule 9 (g) of the new federal rules of civil
The motions are signed by Frank Wells,
procedure.”
D. I. Johnston and Henry S. Griffing as
attorneys for the defendants.

Visits Dallas

to Atty.-Gen.

Frank

Murphy

has

been

here

several

days

in connection with the government's anti-trust suit against the industry.
Closeted in Col. H. A. Cole's office on Jackson St., he took notarized statements
from a dozen or more independent Texas exhibitors. Col. Cole sat in on most of
the proceedings.
Show business in Texas key cities, the Rio
east Texas were said to be involved in the talks.

Grande

Valley,

and

sections

Much

is

days.

U. McCORMICK
of Amity Exchange
came in and out of town last week. He
returned from Florida, spent a short time
in his office, and then left for Charlotte.

Howard Wallace, Sack Amusement Co.
branch manager, took advantage of a beautiful spring day last week to catch up on
a bit of golf.
Mrs. F. M. Dunbar, mother of Atlanta’s
singing and dancing star, Dixie Dunbar,
is recuperating at her home here from an
attack of pneumonia. Mrs. Dunbar was
stricken at Evansville, Ind. while traveling
with her famous daughter on a road tour.
Dixie came home to visit her parent — and
was taken ill with a cold.

The filming of an educational feature
on forestry, first sound film of its kind
ever made in the south, was in progress
last week at Waycross, Ga., under direction of W. Allen Luey, director of motion
pictures for the United States Forest Service. He was assisted by Clint Davis, of
Atlanta, and Bill Branch, technical director.
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drew

a large

s

an

so

resilient

placed

given

Theatre

well-known Filmrow social group. The
dance was one of the most successful af-

What

are

Conrad Snell, commercial artist, has
taken quarters on Filmrow, occupying an
office on the second floor of 148 y2 Walton
street. He is also doing scenario work for
Visugraphic.

Jack Lamont, GN division manager, has
returned from Memphis and plans a trip
to California. His wife is on the coast,
her mother being seriously ill.
Row visitors: Carl Cape, Buford, Ga.;
Roy Martin; Harvey Woodward, Winder,
Ga.; Lewis Hutchinson, Austell, Ga.

of a new
Florence,
improved
installed.

not

of chairs

public
the

installed.

praise;

Friends of Dave Prmce were saddened to
hear of the death of his mother, Mrs. Helen
Bullard Prince.

R. F. Wilson reports opening
colored house, the Lincoln, at
N. C. . . . The Roxy Theatre is
with a new electric sign, recently

the

“You

fit pos-

upholstery,

in seat

are

have

in their
on

cushion

every

owners

to vote

Interna-

Form

and

these

only

the seat

construction,

styling,

big

and

comfort.
chairs

that always

for its luxurious

is

placed

lobby

their

fea-

man

returns? — International
But

for its matchless
exclusive

more.

leg sleeping,

to admire.

asked

comfort

coil springs

to prevent

makes

comfort

pillow-type

woman

crowd last Saturday night at the Atlanta
Athletic Club. N. E. Savini headed the
entertainment committee. The club is a

history.

to

tures that every
bound

are

about

eye

ture, luxurious new

several

fairs in the organization’s

said

tional has always

of

A T IL A Mir A
T

being

With

twenty

Jolly Club’s “Silver Dance”

EXCEL

“To dismiss the action and each cause
of action because the plaintiff is not the
real party in interest and entitled to
maintain the action.

Text of the motions to dismiss, which
cite the permission given by the court for
the filing, read as follows:

dismiss

of action because the pretended assignments to the plaintiff are champertous
and against public policy, he having been
a director and managing officer of each

corporations and not having been authorized by the stockholders and board of directors of said corporation. Affidavits and
other evidences will be offered in support
of this motion.

of the bill of particulars by Momand’s attorneys last week, as related in Boxoffice.

“To

INTERNATIONAL

of the said corporations and such assignment being fraudulent as to the other
stockholders and creditors of each of said

Filing followed a previous announcement on the part of Defense Attorneys
Henry Griffing and Frank Wells that the
motion would be filed. Judge A. P. Murrah at that time gave them special permission to do so.
Each

+ + + + + +

in

wins

comfort

beauty

but

of line,

value.

can’t do better than to choose
International.”

WILKIN
321

150 Walton
Street,
ATLANTA
Phone
WALnut
4613

S. Church Street
CHARLOTTE
Phone 8620

“Everything

for the theatre except film.”

★

unfair business practices, i. e„ that he had
sold such equipment to H. B. and Ethel

Sunday Shows Legal
In Arkansas
Little Rock, Ark. — Assistant Attorney
General John P. Streepy stated here

corporate defendants,” and that the said
defendants knew that such a statement on

that Act 175 of 1939 legalized Sunday
shows
in all Arkansas cities and
towns,

regardless

amusement

on

proved at local
pealed an old
movies

of

whether

Sundays

had

elections.
law

such

been

The

permitting

ap-

act

re-

Sunday

only after they had been approved in local communities at an elec-

tion.

Hear Slander Suit

next 60 days, it is understood.
Davidson alleges he sold a bill of goods
for $1,000 while employed by the Oklahoma

Co.

Supply Co. and that “the defendants discovered the lost sale and approached the Oklahoma Theatre Supply

and willfully, wrongfully and maliciously slandered this plaintiff by informing his employer that he was guilty of

NEWDIFFERENT!
They're

All Talking

Conti-Glo
used

About

Our

Paints

in conjunction

owe

it to yourself to see this

marvelous

demonstration

— in our Filmrow

Display

Wishart

and

anytime
Rooms.

the 15th of September, 1937.”
He then alleges Anderson had advised
all persons engaged in the theatre supply
business and like enterprises that they
“will do what they can to destroy anyone
that employs this plaintiff and by reason
of such threats he is unable to follow the
vocation he has built upon in the past.”
Davidson asserts he has made $10,000 a
year in the past in the business and, since
his earning capacity has been destroyed,
he is entitled to damages.
A motion to dismiss for failure to prosecute was filed August 23, 1937, followed
by a motion of C. P. Anderson to make
more definite and certain and a motion
by National Theatre Supply to make more
definite and certain on October 25. An
order was entered December 17 by Judge
Lucius Babcock, ordering that certain parts
of the petition be stricken and giving Davidson 15 days in which to file an amended
petition.
This was filed later on January 19,
1939, and named George W. Sumner and
William R. Howell, local supply men, as

Tex. — Mayor

Tom

Moon

sign-

St.

DALLAS
Founded

Adapts

in 1910

ALO

315 s. harwood

30

COOLING
BUFFALO

Original

Hollywood — Hal Roach has assigned
Donald Henderson Clarke to adapt his own
original. “The

BUFF

Own

ENGINEERING

Housekeeper’s

Daughter.”

EQUIPMENT
CO., INC.

Dallas,

Williamson

In 1917, both joined

the distinction of being among the oldest exhibitors in the state. Wishart will
be 80 on his next birthday, July 15.

State Wage-Hour Law
Presents a Puzzle
Oklahoma

By B. O. TELLER
City — What is to be done with

Oklahoma's wage-hour legislation is at
present a question to which no individual
or group apparently has the answer.
Last week the state supreme court handed down a decision upholding, in part,
the validity of the act passed by the last,
the 16th, legislature. The court held the
act valid as it related to maximum hours
for all wage earners, and to minimum
wage
minors
title.

provisions for women workers. Minimum wage provisions applying to men and
were held invalid because of faulty

Under the act a commission was established to hear arguments from employers
and employes in every field of business
and

to set wages and hours for each industry. These were established for the

laundry,

cleaning and dyeing, retail mercantile, restaurant, pharmacists, automotive industry, hotels, office buildings and
wholesale and distributing fields.

The theatre industry had been set on
the schedule for early hearings when the
bill was

attacked by the Associated Industries of Oklahoma, so hearings were
suspended until constitutionality had been
determined by the state supreme court.
Employers

almost

ed a proclamation for “clean-up week,”
so Manager Frank Aydelottle announced a
face-lifting for the Yale. A new front in
cream and maroon was put on for about
$300. Other parts of the theatre also
were toned up.

201 IV2 Jackson

J. L. (Jimmie)

the Pastime.

in the above

named

claimed the commission paid
tion to their recommendations

conduct.”

Yale at Cleburne Gets
New Front lor $300
Cleburne,

S.

the cor-

force or by the false charges and accusations made against this plaintiff or from
fear and dread aroused by the threats
made by the said corporate defendant,
his employer did discharge him on or about

dishonest

and

W.

Hyman Anderson and have been with
him most of the time since. They have

“Said defendants knew that the charges
made against the plaintiff were false and
were made with the malicious purpose and
design of not only procuring the discharge
of this plaintiff but to destroy him in his
business.

with

Fluorescent Lights
You

knowing

opened

ago,

22, 1909,
Wishart

said C. P. Anderson

years

March

in LumIn 1910,

that, in the industry, it was considered so reprehensible as to viciously assail not only his personal honesty but
business integrity.

30

N. C. — On

opened the first picture theatre
berton at the old opera house.

two persons “to whom the defendant had
publicly slandered the plaintiff with
charges of imfair business practices and

with

Charlotte,

“their part was an accusation of unfair
business methods of the industry and well

porate defendant threatened this plaintiff’s
employer with a campaign of underselling of sufficient severity to put it out of
business in the State of Oklahoma, unless
it discharged this plaintiff; that either by

Oklahoma City — The $100,000 suit based
on alleged slander filed by Sol J. Davidson
against C. P. Anderson and the National
Theatre Supply Co. last year probably
will be heard in district court within the

Old-timers Are
Inseparable
(C)

“That

Within 60 Days

Theatre

Two

B. Bates, well knowing that they had already signed a purchase order with the

Texas

industry

little attenbut listened

entirely to those put forth by em-

It is understood the act, as far
ployes.
tre business is concerned, would
ushers, cashiers, office employes,
etc., and to office and inspection
exchanges.

as theaapply to
janitors,
staffs in

D. I. Johnston, representing the Associated Industries of Oklahoma, which attacked constitutionality of the act and
carried

the case to the high court, announces a petition for rehearing will be

filed.
W. A. Murphy, state labor commissioner
and chairman of the industrial welfare
commission which set the standards, said
he has not determined what action he
will ask the legislature to take.
Gov. Leon C. Phillips, also a member
of the commission, said he would study
the opinion before determining whether it
is necessary for the legislature to act on
BOXOFFICE

:: April
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the wage-hour

epic based on the life of Sam Houston,
at the Majestic Theatre, Houston, on the
evening of April 6.

law in this session.

After the opinion was released, Creekmore Wallace, Oklahoma county house
member and author of a bill to correct
errors in the act, predicted immediate

Hal

of the act by the present legislature. He said he was “persuaded” the
house committee on labor and arbitration, which now has his bill, will not report it out, and that he had been asked to
prepare a committee substitute repealing
the wage-hour act.
He declared the present act, while not
effective on the wages of men and minor
would

tion.

men

Lee

act, and (2) whether the industrial welfare commission withdraws the wage-hour
orders made affecting the nine industries
named in the previous paragraph.

Walthall Drive Closing
April 15 With Success
Dallas — After several extensions

of time,

“Wallace Walthall Month” comes to a successful close April 15. The drive is a tribute
to Wallace Walthall, who has been with
National Screen Service for 15 continuous
years.

Paul

Short, NSS

division manager,

under

whose direction the drive was promoted, announced that all records for local
business have been eclipsed.
The

following

telegram

was

received

My sincere congratulations to you, my
dearest
and oldest friend in the motion picture industry,
for 15 years of high accomplishment in your excellent organization. It is exceedingly gratifying
to your many friends and associates you pioneered
a difficult task in the southwest.
To

reminisce

about

12

or

13

years

ago,

Personally attempted to congratulate you at
your office, but you were in Little Rock
after
more business as usual.
Sincerely,
A.

Ingleside, Tex. — A new site has been
purchased by J. F. Newbury, who will
begin at once the construction of a new
theatre to replace the Studio entirely
wiped out by fire a few weeks ago. Completion is expected in two months.

Signs Book Deal
circuit will start the

use of “Book Treasures,” the new book deal
inaugurated some time ago by L. C. Baxley
and J. O. (Buddy) Harris. The plan will
begin in Dallas at the Lakewood, Varsity
and Bison the week of April 18, according
to Baxley.

BOXOFFICE

Hal

Norfleet

receives

invitation

from

W. Lee O'Daniel, governor of Texas,
to the governor of Tennessee to attend the world premiere of “Man of
Conquest,” the story of the life of
Sam Houston, to he held the evening
of April 6, at Houston. Norfleet, who
left by plane, also carried invitations
from Mayor Oscar Holcombe, of Houston, Karl Hoblitzelle and R. J. O'Donnell of Interstate, and Herbert Yates,
Republic board chairman.

Houston Premiere
Plans Elaborate

Holcombe

of Tennessee

to attend

of

the pre-

miere of “Man

of Conquest,”

the

will stop at New Orleans to pick up members there. Officers and staffs from the
Little Rock and Oklahoma City offices will
arrive April 5.
Lloyd Rust has been busy arranging details for entertaining the stars who will
appear. Richard Dix, Joan Fontaine and
C. Henry Gordon are definitely set to
attend.
Yates, accompanied by James R. Grainger, president and general sales manager; A1 Adams, director of publicity; Dave
Whalen, director of exploitation,
tend from New York.

Threet and Hyman
Expand

will at-

Will

Theatre Chain

Dallas — L. M. Threet, who operates the
Texan theatres in Lufkin and Livingston,
was here Tuesday and said he would build
new theatres in Marshall, Jacksonville and

Dallas — Every department of Republic
Pictures, the home office in New York, the
studios, and the Dallas exchange are on
their toes preparing for the world preTexas

Beaumont. He said he would open a theatre in Port Arthur as soon as possession of
asible.
building

purchased

last October

is pos-

In these ventures, Threet will be associated with Sam Hyman, of Lufkin.

SPEAKING OF COOLING
See . . .

CHATHAM.

Newbury Buys Site lor
New Ingleside Theatre

Dallas — Interstate

Oscar

you

then sold me
“trailers” when
you carried your
contracts and sales kit in your inside coat pocket.
In pioneering this field you have made
and held
more friends than anyone I know
of and have
thereby placed your organization on
the top
shelf.

L.

Official Envoy —

by

Walthall from Lew Chatham, city manager in Norman, Okla., for Griffith Amusement Co.:

Mayor

Republic Pictures will have its regional
convention the three days following the
premiere in Houston. Speaking for Mr.
Yates, William Saal, who arrived from
Hollywood last Sunday, said that a special
pullman will leave from Atlanta April 2,
with members of the Charlotte, Tampa,
Memphis and Atlanta offices aboard, and

C. B. Cochran, also an attorney for
Associated Industries, said that decision
ruling to the
would depend
the legislature
correcting the

O’Daniel,

Cooper
miere.

out of opera-

to appeal the state court’s
United States supreme court
on two things: (1) what
does toward repealing or

the pre-

Houston, Karl Hoblitzelle and R. J. O’Donnell of Interstate and Herbert Yates, Republic board chairman, inviting Governor

force 50 per cent of Okla-

homa’s small business

is exploiting

miere, left by plane Tuesday for Nashville, carrying invitations from Gov. W.

repeal

workers,

Norfleet, who

NATIONAL
YOUR

First !

PROFITS WILL LAST . . . COMPLETE ENGINEERING SERVICE . . . THE MOST SCIENTIFIC

EQUIPMENT . . . BRING YOUR
LEMS TO US.

COOLING

PROB-

NATIONAL THEATRE SUPPLY CO.
ATLANTA

—

DALLAS

—

MEMPHIS — NEW ORLEANS
OKLAHOMA CITY

—
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Variety Tournament
Is Huge Success
(Continued

from

page

27)

portrait came out fourth with a set of
automobile tires. Buddy Harris in fifth
received a shotgun; sixth place, J. F. Donahue, a set of books; seventh, R. Cummings, belt with watch attached; eighth,
R. J. O’Donnell, golf bag; ninth, Geo.
Hamilton, set of books; tenth, Reynolds
Smith, suit of clothes.
Other low scorers finishing in order
were: 11th, Joe Lowandos; 12th, C. Kelly;
13th, C. Hexter; 14th, F. A. Tomes; 15th,
Hugh Brally; 16th, Mat Donnolly; 17th,
Bill Orring; 18th, John Paxton; 19th, Bill
O’Donnell;

Variety
^yELL, the Variety Club golf tournament
was the big noise in Dallas this week.
In fact, Filmrow was deserted Monday.
Exhibitors who can always be seen on
Harwood and Jackson that day of each
week, were easily found about the club
rooms or on the Dallas Country Club links.
The

chief and

only gag

of the tourna-

ment was that Elmer Zrenner, Interstate’s
sound and projection expert, turned in
the highest score ever registered by Variety golfers. They say he is one who
really counts his score. For making the
course in 155 net, Elmer was awarded a
special prize of a gleaming red fire plug.
Now he needs a back yard and a dog.

20th, Harold Schwarz.
Prizes to Ladies

Other

dubs, making

comparatively

high

Chief Barker O’Donnell, continuing in
his inimitable manner as an m.c., then
awarded prizes to the ladies with first
place going to Mrs. Leaman Marshall,
who received a silver tea set valued at
$100.

Divots
scores, who cut for prizes were: Ed Sullivan, Lafe Pfeiffer, Walter Penn, Teagarden, Lew Bray, Jim McKinney, Hugh
Owen, Frank Barry and Charley Carden.
The Variety member in the biggest luck
was Herman Biersdorf of Fox, who in the
Calcutta won $350 on Eddie Zimmerman,
paying only $10 in the auction for that
player. However, Biersdorf has been a
very consistent buyer of players in the
past and has helped Variety’s charity
cause considerably, and this point was
nell.
brought

out by Chief

Barker

R. J. O’Don-

Louis Charninsky, Elm Street’s exploitation ace, says he doesn’t play golf and
that’s the only reason he wasn’t on the
Country Club greens Monday afternoon.
That looks like an opportunity for some
good Variety golf player to get Louie
started.

Mrs. Geo. Schepps received perfume as second prize. Two fern stands
went to Mrs. Joe Lowandos for third. A
hat by Henry was received as fourth prize
by Miss Mary Elizabeth Dyer. Fifth and

Eph Charninsky of San Antonio didn’t
play either, although he came to town
and visited the club rooms during occasions.

sixth prizes were flowers from Betty Lou’s
Flower shop and went to Mrs. L. W. McClintock and Mrs. Thelma Allen.

Funster Buddy Harris was on the job
with his extra added attraction as usual.
He

had his all-colored band playing during the tournament. His big golf club,
however, was missing this year. Fact is
he sorta got down to business in this
tournament with the records showing he
was in the money.

Out-of-Towners
Taking in the tournament and the night
festivities were the following out-of-town
showmen: F. W. Zimmerman, San Marcos; W. A. Edmondson, Newgulf; John
Paxton,

El Paso; Will O’Donnell,
tonio; Harold Schwarz, Colorado

San AnSprings;

A pretty picture at the dinner

Eddie

Collins and Jack Chalman, San Antonio; Lou Schneider, Harlingen; Henry
Rogers, Sweetwater; Leaman
Marshall,
Terrell; Harry Graham, Kansas City;
Mitchell Lewis, Houston; I. Adelman, Ft.
Worth; Raymond Cornes, Farmersville ;
Frank Barry, Memphis;
wood and others.

Lew

Bill Ledbetter
A

Hail the Chiel —
Dallas — Robert

E. Gregg

of Gregg

Sales

Co., who is marketing “Moneyback Nights”
from his Filmrow office, sent invitation
letters in advance to neighboring exhibitors to attend the first night of the plan
Thursday at P. V. Williams’ Roxy Theatre
in Munday.
The invitations went to Joe Vaughn,
Nocona; Jack Bear, Henrietta; Jack Arthur, Crosbyton; Will Pence, Anson; J. D.
McCollum, Stamford; Mrs. Ferguson, Hamlin; L. A. Howsley, Throckmorton; Lance
Davis, Rotan; and H. S. Leon, Haskell.

Start Two New Houses on
A Camden , Ark Block
Camden, Ark. — Work has started on two
new film houses, one in the Ouachita
Hotel building and the other in the J. H.
Morgan building, both houses in the same
block. Formal opening dates have not been
announced. Camden already has two film
theatres.
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Rust’s

was

Mrs.

daughter).

fortune in golf balls lies at the bottom of Turtle Creek. Mental hazards

spring up at every water hole — and some
very choice language was used by such
outstanding golfers as LeRoy Bickel, Duke
Evans, Lew Bray, and a score of others.

Bray, Brown-

"Money back Night" Has
Premiere at Munday

(Lloyd

Dallas — As
Barker R.
Club, Tent

a

lasting

tribute

to Chief

J. (Bob) O’Donnell, Variety
No. 17, now is carrying out

its plan to hang a large portrait of the
Chief, painted by a nationally famous
artist, in the club quarters at the Adolphus
Hotel.
At a recent
a

committee

meeting,
to find

the club appointed
a

way

to show

ap-

preciation to O’Donnell for his contribution to the success of the Dallas club.
O’Donnell has been especially active in
charitable work.
The committee was headed by Paul
Short, divisional manager for National
Screen Service and former manager of the
Majestic. Immediately after the portrait
idea was adopted, decision was made to
retain John Doctoroff, who is now at work
on his subject, doing the painting as
O’Donnell works at his desk in Interstate’s
executive offices.
The

painting, it is expected, will be presented to O’Donnell and the club at a
big-scale banquet just before he leaves,
with 16 other delegates, late in April, for
the national Variety convention in Detroit.

The cheering ??? section grouped in
the shade at the 18th hole added nothing
to the ease of mind of any number of
Garrison Finishers who had difficulty in
getting over the last water
Lou
only

hole.

Baxley and Joe Estes have something in common now. They were the
two Variety Club Golfers to appear

at the banquet in evening clothes. Accused of being embarrassed by their Beau
Brummel appearance, they swore it was
sunburn and not blushes that made their
faces red.

R. J. (Bob) O’Donnell’s banter at the
banquet table was tops. The Irish wit
of the chief barker kept the entire dinner
crowd in laughter. (Radio continuity
writers, please note).

New

Guidry

Theatre

Erath, La. — Milton Guidry, who operates
a theatre here and at Delcambria, La., is
remodeling a building at Abbeville, La.,
which he will call the Bijou. The house
will seat 500. Opening is slated for June 1.
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Dallas — Players in the Dallas Variety
Golf Tournament with their gross and net
scores :
Gross
Jed

Charlotte Blue Law

Lee Adds Los Angeles
Branch to Service

Scores

DeBoer

Dallas — Expansion of the Roy C. Lee
Theatrical Service is revealed in the announcement of a new
branch in Los Angeles. Headquartering

Net

109

84

Dick Foy
John Adams
Bob
Foster
Bill Farnsworth

105
100
95
107

80
77
75
77

Clyde Allen
Hyman
Charninsky
Isadore Charninsky
Jim Cherry
Paul Short
Lynn Stocker
L. Schneider
Max
Heinie

82
110
113
98
09
93
102
118

73
91
88
75
74
67
76
96

Frank
Barry
Pat Garyn

118
109

98
84

in Dallas,

the

com-

pany represents several major eastern
theatrical
firms
which specialize in
lighting and stage
settings.
Roy C. Lee, head of
the firm, started in
the film business,
c.

roy

ree

branching

into

the

equipment line in 1928. He then became
connected with the Dallas Little Theatre
under the direction of Oliver Hinsdell,
where he served as chief electrician for
six seasons, doubling up at the Oak Cliff
Little Theatre under the direction of Veda

John Worley
Dutch Cammer
Bob
Mcllheran
H. Biersdorf
J. E. Gribble
Jake Lutzer
G. Hamilton
Mike Rice
Sol Sachs

Ill
108
97
85
106
100
88
106
109

86
84
72
67
86
72
70
99
83

Ching
Robt.

84
114

72
84

121
98
120

101
68
90

He spent some
and 1932, where

117
75
70
116
107
113
106
106
94
92
90
98
95
149
134
109
107
102
99
Ill
134
101
94
100
106
106
115
119
83
78
83
86
83
85
103
96
119
96
75
105
92
96
102
100
93
110
102
113
129
87
94
93
92
108
123
98
87
95
137
88
114
185
101
88
94
86

87
70
70
91
82
88
81
81
74
71
78
74
75
124
104
79
87
87
77
95
115
83
78
80
84
84
90
95
68
66
78
76
73
71
85
84
97
78
70
80
77
76
87
80
71
82
77
91
104
72
73
78
80
78
93
83
80
80
107
78
94
155
76
74
74
71

as “Sign of the Cross,” “King Kong” and
“Barbary Coast.” He furnished the light-

94
96
74
100
158
114
90

69
71
69
73
128
94
70

Allen
Helms

Hugh
Owen
Buddy
Harris
Don Douglas

Ray
Beal
Joe Lowandos
Reynolds Smith
Don
Houseman
Jake Elder
Frank
Starz
Raymond
Willie
A1 Lever
Jack
Chalman
F. A. Tomes
Gus
King
.
Pett Alfred Del Cambre
i
grewV. Adwell
.
W.
cCo Walter Penn
y
Jim
McKinney
Joe O’Rourke
Joe Salmon
Bob Jones
Jimmy
Lovell
Eddie Barr
Ed
Sullivan
Louis Weber
Mitchell Lewis
John
Musselman
Hugh
Braley
Heywood
Simmons
Fred Larned
L. W. McClintock
J. F. Donahue
Eddie Zimmerman
Bob
Bixler
Royce Colon
Bob Davis
Matt Dowling
Jack Zern
Leroy Bickel
C. E. Carden
J. H. Webb
Charlie Kelly
Lloyd Rust
Leaman
Marshall
Henry
Rogers
Earl Lamb
Dutch Olsmith
Bill Erwin
I. Adelman
Harry Graham
Joe Estes
Lew
Bray
Buck Weaver
B. C. Gibson
Frank Zimmerman
W. A. Edmondson
D. Bostick
Bernard
Brager
Herschel Crawford
B. Bickers
A. Bates
R. Teagarden
B. Bedford
Burt King
E. Zrenner
H. Turpie
C. Rott
E. Collins
J. Paxton

91

102

R. J. O’Donnell
Will O’Donnell
R. Cummings
I. Segall
L. Pfeiffer
D. Hamric
C. Harter
Sebe

Miller
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Quince

for two

he went

into his present business of theatrical rental service and lighting engi-

neer.

seasons.

From

that

field

time in Hollywood in 1931
he worked on such films

ing equipment for “Cavalcade of Texas”
at the 1936 Centennial, and the Pan American Casino in 1937. He supplied the stage
hangings for Billy Rose’s “Casa Manana”
and “Jumbo” productions. He now is furnishing stage settings for the Interstate
Circuit.
Lee leaves shortly for a Fair-to-Fair
to obtain new ideas on lighting.

tour

^HE New Theatre at Russellville, one of
two Malco houses operated there, has
been completel remodeled. One hundred
new seats have been added . . . John R.
Julian will open a film house at Tuckerman in the near future . . . New seats
have

been ordered for the Strand at Camden. Other new equipment has been installed at the Strand during the past few
months.
K.

K.

( Deacon ) King,

manager

of the

Rialto and Plaza theatres, Searcy will install new chairs at the Rialto within the
next few weeks. King also stated that the
Rialto will undergo complete remodeling in
the new future.
The Paramount and Pastime theatres,
Helene, have recently added new screens.
Improvements will also be made in the

Sought in Court
Charlotte — Charlotte’s

Sunday

blue

law

and

its enforcement are attacked by counsel for defense in the trial of Neill McGill,
manager of the Imperial Theatre.
McGill is charged with violation of the
local Sunday law. He was cited to court
by the police because he permitted a show
at his theatre to run 16 minutes past midnight on a Sunday morning, after allegedly
having been warned a week previously that
Saturday night shows must close by midnight.
When the case was called for trial in the
city recorder’s court, on a Monday, Henry
Anderson, defense counsel, asked for postponement on the ground that he had not
been able to prepare his case without
working on Sunday, which he said would
have been a violation of law. The trial
then was scheduled for Thursday, but at
that time, according to Judge Frank Sims
jr„ the prosecuting attorney, Fred Hasty,
asked for postponement, on the ground
that he had not completed preparation of
his case.
The
have

outcome

of the case is expected

some relation
maries next month,

is an

issue in the nomination of candidates for mayor and councilmen. Mayor
Ben Douglas and several of the present
councilmen are candidates for re-election.
The Imperial is one of the Kincey group
of theatres.

Theatre at McGehee, owned by Mrs. B.
Baradel, will operate four days a week.
The change, however, will not affect the
full-time operating of the Ritz, which is
also owned by Mrs. Baradel.
Featherweight earphones which will enable those who are hard of hearing to understand the sound films, have been installed at the Bob Burns Theatre, Fort
Smith, Oscar
nounced.

On

Miller,

manager,

Loanout

to Capra

Hollywood
borrowed

—

from

James
M-G-M

Stewart
by

has

has

an-

been

Columbia

Beginning

Sunday,

March

recently
New

26, the

POSTERS— To 24-Sheets
Dates

H.

Shoemaker

P. Humphries
J.

Wiltse

M.

Moore

II.
O.
J.
G.

Schwartz
Ray
Doctoroff
Malsed

94
HI

89
92
103

70
81
77
75
78

88

71
91
67
78
73

no

for

the lead opposite Jean Arthur in “Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington,” which Frank
Capra will produce and direct.

lighting and sound equipment at the Pastime. The work done at these two houses
is part of a $100,000 program
started by the Malco circuit.

to

to the municipal priwhen the Sunday law

Window

Cards

<& Pictorials

Southern Poster Printing Co.
70

Fairlie St. —
Cor. Walton
ATLANTA,
GA.

Low
HER

Prices
NIG

. . . Quick

Service

SHAPIRO,

Owner

St.

A. LIGHTMAN,
president of Malco
Theatres, Inc., has just returned from
Hollywood Beach, Fla., where he took part
in the southeastern
nament.

contract

bridge

tour-

It’s a boy at the Lew Andrews — James
Hardy Andrews was born Wednesday,
March 22. Lew is office manager for
Malco Theatres, and his wife, Glenda, has
been cashier at the Strand and Malco theatres for a number of years.
Louie
Forrest

Haven,

who

operates

City, Marianna,

theatres

Wynne

and

in

Brink-

ley, was in town this past week but wasn’t
doing any booking on this trip — he and his
family were in to see “Tobacco
the Orpheum.

Road”

at

R. B. Hardy, who for the past 15 years
has operated a theatre in Nashville, Ark.,
has advised effective Monday, April 3, his
two houses will be taken over by K. Lee
Williams, who has a circuit of theatres that
are operated out of Oklahoma City.
Rud

Lohrenz

paid

the

his initial visit this past

has

Memphis
week

office

since

be-

coming Warner’s district manager. Memphis is now a part of the new district that
been created, which will be known

as the “Prairie District.” He announced
that beginning immediately the Memphis
office would operate on a five-day week
basis, having only possibly two people
down on Saturday, and they would take
“time off” the following week to offset
same. All the Warner salesmen were in
town

for the sales meeting. Lohrenz’s
quarters will be Kansas City.

head-

For the first time in a number of years
Grenada, Miss., will have Sunday shows.
Homer Williams, exhibitor, advised he had
his first one this past Sunday.
Earl Vandiver, exhibitor at Kennett,
Mo., was in this week booking. Kennett is
located on the dividing line between the
St. Louis and Memphis territory and he
naturally gets some of his film out of St.
Louis, so it is always very good to see
him in Memphis.
Harry Graham, Universal’s district manager, spent a couple of days here this
week, and made a trip to Little Rock with
Jimmy

Prichard, Universal’s manager. Graham went to Oklahoma City from Little

Theatre, Crenshaw, Miss. Mr. Jones formerly operated a 16 mm theatre in Crowder, Miss.
J. N.

who

handles

signs

for

theatre advertising, was in Memphis several days this week after a six-week trip
into Louisiana . . . R. X. Williams, mayor
of Oxford, and owner of the Lyric at Oxford, was in town booking this week.

Holder,

former

operator

Tex

of

Theatre, Tchula, Miss., is now
ing a theatre in Jonestown, Miss. .
est Dunlap, general sales manager
American Desk Mfg. Co., spent

the

operat. . Forfor the
several

days in Memphis working with his representative, Floyd Shaffer. Dunlap came
from his Kansas City office here.

Oklahoma City — A
continuance to
March 31 has been granted in the State
Employes’ Local 112 suit against Standard
Theatres Corp. in district court here. The
temporary restraining order issued to halt
Standard from breaking a contract and
dismissing two employes was continued
in force.
The contract was signed October 11,
1938, between J. Campbell, business agent
of the union, and Dinty Moore, manager
for Standard at that time.
It called for maintenance

Tom

Young,

20 th-Fox

branch

manager,

his two salesmen, Nat Wyse and “Deacon”
Baskin, together with Office Manager
Mark Sheridan leave this weekend for the
convention being held at the Congress
Hotel in Chicago,

March

30-31 and April 1.

Exhibitors seen along the Row: Bramley Roberts and Bob Smallwood of the Ritz
Theatre, Oxford; Mrs. Margaret Harkey,
Hardy; J. Dee Henry, Union City; W. F.
Ruffin, Covington; W. E. Malin, Augusta;
J. J. Sharum, Walnut Ridge; Nathan Flexer, Waverly; Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Pattie of
Leland; Guy Amis, Lexington.

G. W. Haynes of the Strand Enterprises,
Inc., advised that the booth of his Strand
Theatre, Moorhead, Miss., was destroyed
by fire on March 18. He expects to have
all the damage repaired and be open again
within the next ten days.
Sol Sachs, RKO's district manager, was
in town this week — he left Tuesday afternoon for Oklahoma City. Jules Serkowich,
RKO’s publicity man, was in town several
days last week working on campaigns for
‘‘Love Affair.”

Jimmy Rogers, Columbia’s branch manager, is back from a managers’ meeting
at the Jung Hotel, New Orleans . . . M. B.
Hardy, exhibitor at Dardanelle, Ark., is
visiting his father, T. H. Hasty, in Mt.
Vernon, Tex., where the latter operates a
theatre in Mt. Vernon.
Cox,

exhibitor

On any shows presented over the eighthour daily scale, there was to be a 15minute period allowance over the eight
hours before any overtime starts. This
was to be at the rate of $1.25 per hour per

The

held April 2-3 in Little Rock,
postponed until April 23-24.

has

been

Ben Jordan, Universal’s salesman, was
unable to go into the territory this week
due to a serious eye infection. He expects
to be able to call on his accounts within
the next few days.

32-B

$2.00 per hour

minimum

Charlotte,

Ovenware
N.

C. — Ike

number

man

of men

after
at the

of building and rigging, the compensation
was set at a flat rate of $2 per hour.
The discharge of two men by Moore on
December 3, 1938, and not hiring anyone
else in their stead, brought on the suit
which alleged this discharge was violation
of the contract and asked restraining “permanently the defendant from cancellation
and

any

provision

there-

at Osceola,

Ark., has returned from a trip into Missi pi. . . B. V. McDougald, who for a
number of years has been operating the
Amusu Theatre in Monticello, Ark., and
who recently completed his 7iew $50,000
theatre, the Drew, paid Filmrow his first
visit this week in a number of months.

More

per

Warner, Criterion or Liberty theatres was
set at four, while the minimum number
at theatres for one show was set at three,
with minimum scale per man $5.00.
These terms were agreed upon with the
provision two men were to be added for
placement in the theatres, working 40
hours each at $42 per week. They were to
be subject to call from any hour and
were to be known as swing men. They
were to work midnight shows at no other
compensation than included in their salary
except overtime past the 40 hours for a
week.
When men were called for the purpose

The last filing by Standard was a motion to dissolve the restraining order for
the following reasons:
“(1) It fails to state any cause of action
against the defendants and to warrant
the relief demanded or any other relief
in equity.
“(2)

The Independent Arkansas Exhibitors’
Convention, which was scheduled to be

on Stand-

scale was to be prorated on a seven-day
basis, with $8.82 per man per day with
eight hour's constituting a day.

of said contract
Emma

men

ard’s payroll to have a 40-hour week at
$42 each. In case full week stageshows
were presented not as a part of a regular
or continuous policy, the minimum scale
was to be $61.74 for 40 hours.
In case a show was played for three,
four or five days less than a week, the

man, with
midnight.
Jack Arnold, Bank Night representative
out of Little Rock, was here this week
working his city accounts.

Miss

Rock.
Bill Mattingly,

Frank Sharbrough, operating the Royal
nounced that he will close for a few weeks
for extejisive remodeling . . . C. A. Jones
has taken over the operation of the Ritz

Standard-Union
Suit Continued

Deals

Katz,

southern

representative for Metro Premium Co., announces the following theatres signed for
Crooksville Golden Harvest Ovenware
deals: Sylvan, Rutherfordton, N. C.; Lyon’s
State, Franklin, Va„ and Raeford, Raeford, N. C.

If

the

petition

of

the

plaintiff

states any cause of action, which defendant denies, it has a full and complete
remedy at law in a suit for damages for
breach of the alleged contract.
of.”
“ ( 3 ) The act has been fully accomplished
and performed prior to the bringing of the
action herein and the said employes named
in the petition discharged and paid in
full, so that there is nothing left for the
restraining

order

to operate
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OKLA.

CITY

n LLIED Film Exchange and Sumner
Theatre Supply firms have swapped
offices with the Monogram Film Exchange.
Allied and Sumner are now at 702^ West
Grand while Monogram is at 704 West
Grand.
George Sumner sold over 400 seats to
Harry G. Waldron for his Blue Moon
Theatre at Lindsey, Olcla., last week. We
understand Harry is spending $12,000 for
remodeling, covering a new roof, new supports, new cement floor, new acoustic
boards, a glass enclosed cry-room, new
lighting and a new sound system. Sumner
also sold a Magic Weather Cooling system
to James and James for their Jewel Theatre here in Oklahoma City. He also has
taken over state distribution for Frigidaire
coolers in the theatre field. Lewis Barton
bought the first one for his theatre at
Pryor, Okla.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Eldon Peak are both
hale and hearty after a week or so
wrestling with colds.
Exploitation news for the week: Bob
Pfotenhauer of the State Theatre worked
with the advertising manager for the local
Sears, Roebuck and Co. department store
when the latter decided to hold a preview
of his new electrical refrigerators. Swaps
on the picture, “Lone Wolf Spy Hunt” and
the boxes were used in the lobby and
window-store displays by Sears. The store
sent out invitations to a select group, inviting them to the special showing and informing them a free ticket to see the
State’s picture was waiting for them when
they arrived . . . For “Yes, My Darling
Daughter,” Jack Tunstell and Jimmy Birge
of the Criterion had a swap deal with the
Kerr Drygoods Co. Theatre held a style
showing of shoes in its mezzanine in return for generous front window and store
space on the film . . . Paul Townsend
thought of a good one for his latest double-bill: Week prior he put up a 24 -sheet
for “King of the Underworld” on the lobby
wall and moved it to his marquee during
the run. Second film, “Secret Service of
the Air,” was plugged with something different. Wire wrapped with cloth was attached to the Underworld board, spelling
out the name of the air film in imitation
sky-writing . . . Robert Busch of the
Tower borrowed an automatic phono for
“Honolulu” and put it in the theatre lobby
to play continuous Hawaiian music
records.
Standard notes: Martin Coopersmith,
manager of the Victoria going on his vacation this week. Headin’ back East . . .
Julius Krisch of the office staff recovered
from the flu.
The State and Pix theatres, both operated by T. B. Noble jr., have taken out
Group Hospital, Surgical and Medical
Service insurance for their 25 employes.
Policies are voluntary propositions with
the theatre paying half of premiums taken
out with the Employers Casualty Co. of
Dallas and taking care of hospital, ambulance, surgical attention and medical
attention for all employes.

chairs for the Liberty at Harrison, Ark.
and 472 for the Rialto at Searcy, Ark.,
both houses operated by the Commonwealth Amusement Co. of Kansas City;
seating for Jack Weiss’ new theatre at
Harrah, Okla.; seating for H. J. Fentriss’ Quanah Theatre at Fletcher, Okla.,
and an air conditioning system to Levi
Metcalf for his Ritz Theatre at Purcell,
Okla.
The Will Rogers memorial commission
has set June 6 as the date for the unveiling of Jo Davidson’s statue of the cowboy
actor in the rotunda of the nation’s capitol at Washington. A speaker for the
ceremonies is now being chosen.
Ben Langdon, former assistant advertising manager of Standard Theatres, has
formed the Langdon Publishing Co., 100
N. E. Second street, to put out, “This
Week in Oklahoma City,” a mag for distribution to visitors and circulated in
nearby towns. First issue was 16 pages.
Oklahoma WPA headquarters have allotted $2,134 to the Will Rogers memorial
commission to continue work on a
grounds-beautification project at the Will
Rogers memorial museum in Claremore,
Okla.
Jeanette MacDonald was in the state
last week for two concert engagements,
one at the University of Oklahoma where
she sang to 1,700 people and the other at
Oklahoma A. & M. College, Stillwater.

Rehearing Denied in a
Booth Accident Case
Oklahoma

New
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state

supreme

NTS Sales

Dallas — Most

recent

sales

of

equipment by the local National
Supply branch follow:
Projectors,

lenses,

cooling

theatre

Theatre

equipment,

chairs,

projection lamps, screen, Texas Theatre, Ballinger; cooling equipment, Simon
Theatre, Brenham;
super pedestals, Rosewin
Theatre, Dallas;
mechanism,
super pedestals, carpet and padding,
Majestic Theatre, Dublin, Tex. ; cooling equipment, S. H. Kress & Co., Greenville, Tex.; cooling equipment, Northside Theatre, Houston; carpet, Irving Theatre, Irving, Tex.; screen, Arcadia
Theatre, Lubbock; cooling equipment. Yucca Theatre, Midland; rubber matting, Lyric Theatre,
Odessa; mechanisms,
pedestals, lamp, generator,
lenses, screen, rewind, cooling equipment, carpet,
padding and sound system, Cactus Theatre, Pecos;
rubber matting, Grand, Stamford; screen, sound
system, super pedestals, booth equipment, Texas
Theatre, Waxahachie.

New
Hollywood

Macaulay
— A

new

Pact

writing

contract

has

been given to Richard Macaulay by Warner Bros. He is working currently with
Jerry Wald

Ml 11

gPRING comes earlier for film people in
Miami, as witness the local bachelor
casualty list of recent date, with the Max
Fleischer Studios as No. 1 “How’s about
a little celebration” spot. Following the
example of “Popeye” and “Olive Oyl,” the
studio’s director of public relations,
Hampton W. Howard, becomes the industry’s newest benedict. Howard and
Miss Edna Root, an artist who is a cousin
of the late Elihu Root, were married in
the Dade county court house. Howard is
also a partner in the firm of G. T. Howard,
cotton comptrollers of Liverpool and
Manchester . . . Karl Roller, assistant director of publicity and promotion for
Paramount Enterprises, Inc., this week
admitted he had taken the step.
And for those who like pun-ishment, we
note as consolation that Miami offers
plenty of evidence that “there are plenty
of fish in the sea just as good as those
already caught.” Latest to prove this is
Gus Sun, who operates the oldest booking
office in the country. He went to the top
of the board of the Metropolitayi Miami
Annual Opening Fishing Tournament last
week with a handsome 50 -pound dolphin
he caught from the charter cruiser Cuba.
One can be certain a handsome new
trophy will be added to the interior decorations of Gus’ offices in Springfield,
Ohio. This is one “chicken of the sea”
which won’t go into the pot, he told
friends, who expressed willingness to help
him dispose of it as they were congratulating him.
Guests this week at the home of Major
and Mrs. Albert Warner on Miami Beach
are the former’s brother and his wife, Mr.
and Mrs. Jack Warner . . . Training northward behind the same streamlined locomotive last week, were Charlie Stern, Milton Berle and Teddy Powell. Holdover
celebrities include luscious Hope Hampton
and husband, Jules Brulatour, who are remaining at the Archway Villas on the
beach until after Easter.
Most publicized guests at the RoneyPlaza at the moment are Ozzie Nelson and
his wife, Harriet Hilliard, the actresscanary, and their rollicking young “Kid
in the Three Cornered Pants,” two-yearold David. The Nelsons, having their first
real vacation since their marriage, are
spending practically all their time on the
beach and in their cabana.

Signs Long Lease
Charlotte,

Carolina

N. C. — J. A. Reynolds

Theatre

of the

at Shelby, N. C„ has

signed a long-term rental lease on a $30,000 theatre building to be erected there
by George Washburn. Seating capacity
will be 550.

on “On Your Toes.”

Houck
Larose,

Oklahoma Theatre Supply Co. sales of
the past week include the following: 240

City

court has denied a petition for rehearing
on its ruling of the Oscar Berry vs. Albert
George Johnson case.
The case involved compensation for a
booth accident in which the court held
none was justified inasmuch as compensation was sought under provisions with regard to workshops as covered by the compensation law. The court ruled a theatre
booth could not be considered a workshop.

Mil 11 A

Opens

La. — Joy

The Queen Feature Service, Inc.

500-Seater

Houck

has

new 500-seat theatre, known
Frank Couvillion is manager.

opened

a

as Joy’s.

Quality Theatre
1912y2

Morris

Equipment

Are.

BIRMINGHAM,

& Supplies
Phone

ALA.

3-8665
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AMBLING
'round radio Row:
Miss
Dorothy Breen has been appointed
secretary to G. A. C. Halff, chairman of
the board of Southland Industries . . .
Production Manager Pat Flaherty and
Anne Kaye Carroll, continuity writer, both
of WOAI, were married here recently . . .
Miss Pauline West is the new secretary to
Ken

B. McClure . . . Buster
gram director of KTSA, made

Bryan, proa trade trip

to the Lower Rio Grande Valley. He recently became the father of a nine-pound
son.
Leo

Silvera, a

talent

scout

TENNESSEE

Wet or Dry , the
Cactus Opens
Dallas — The
M. A. Sanders

following invitation from
of the Cactus Theatre in

Lubbock on the
house in Pecos:
"This
whiskey

opening

letter and
will admit

one
you

of his

new

(1) pint of
to the gala

opening of the Cactus Theatre in Pecos, Wednesday evening, April 5, at

7:30.

"P.

S. — If you

come

don’t

have

the

pint,

anyway.”

stage, concert mid radio, from the Metropolitan Concert and Theatrical Agency of
San Francisco, Cal., auditioned Miss Mary
Bassett here last week. She is a stage band

Promotion Changes Are
Reported in Houston

vocalist with the Johnny Fielder orchestra. Silvera will remain at the Hotel Plaza
here until June 1, for the sole purpose of

Houston — Promotion shifts in theatre
personnels: Bill Milligan, usher at the
Majestic, has stepped up to head usher
with the resignation of Lawrence Hayes.
Hayes left to become treasurer at Will

Joe Laurie
a

Variety

jr„ former

oth-

vaudevillean,

staff writer, was

in town

now
visit-

ing City Manager Bill O'Donnell and
Henry Bergman, both of Interstate Theatres here . . . J. J. Martinez Casado,
Mexican motion picture star, made a personal appearance at the Teatro Nacional
the forepart of last week.
For the southwestern premiere of “ The
Flying Irishman” at the Texas, Publicity
Director Jack Chalman had several threesheets and 24 ’s posted upside down, a
novel way to put over the Doug “Wrong
Way” Corrigan picture . . . Interstate circuit’s new shiny truck is a familiar sight
on downtown streets these days.

Gournaris Will Build
Fourth Mobile House
Mobile, Ala. — Alex Gournaris, owner of
three theatres in Greater Mobile, has secured a permit for construction of a
$10,000 theatre on Fulton Road, in the
Government St. loop district.
Construction is to start immediately, and
when completed will represent a cost of
around $35,000.
Gournaris is operator of the Roosevelt
in Oakdale, the Arlington in Arlington, and
the Rex in Prichard.

Horwitz’s

Palace.

Glenn

Jergens, head usher at the Metropolitan. has been forced to resign because of ill health. Neal Oldham, doorman, was made head usher and Teddy
Cary is now doorman.
Alvin Dear, assistant chief of service at
the Kirby, also resigned to become manager of the Horwitz Ritz, recently reopened
after a renovating. G. W. Frazer stepped
into Dear’s

shoes

at the Kirby.

Acquired

Theatres

by Griffith

Dallas — News was received in Dallas
that the Griffith circuit has closed deals
for the purchase of three independent
theatres in Ardmore, Okla. They purchased the Temple from A1 Yomans, the
Star from E. L. Black, and the Fox from
Max Burger, which gives the circuit six
theatres in the town. Harry Lowenstein,
Griffith partner in Ardmore, closed the
deals.

Reeves

Names

Baby

Elkin, N. C. — Dr. W. B. Reeves, proprietor of the Elks Theatre, has named
his daughter, born March 14, Gale Page
Reeves, after the film actress, Gale Page.

32-D

of $15,000 — and the city of Chattanooga is
paying for the job! The reason is that
Ninth Ave. is being widened for several
blocks and the theatre front must be set

(Ferdinand) Moore, usher, on a barnstorming lecture tour, since his oratorical
efforts recently brought every office of
the club to members of the Metropolitan
staff.
the votes were counted these Metropolitan employes were elected: Neal

Oldham, president; Winnie Watson, vicepresident; Harley Brubaker, secretary; A.
C. Driver, treasurer; and Joe Driscoll, sergeant-at-arms.

Tom S. Walker Covering
South for Filmack
S. Walker

has

been

appointed southern representative for Filmack Trailer Co. Walker, who is a former
well-known publicist, will cover the states
of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Virginia and Louisiana. His headquarters will
be in Miami.

Chas . Lam
Rome,

Ga. — Charles

of city tax-

operated

while the Capitol was under construction, may be closed indefinitely or
possibly converted into a cheaper house.

With the completion of the new Rialto
at 19 Market Square and remodeling of
the building now occupied in the same
block by the Rialto, Knoxville will have
four theatres in a single block. Tim W.
Smith is constructing the new Rialto for
Peerless Enterprises, Inc.
Palace

Theatre,

Harriman,

pro-

moted a showing of “Made for Each
Other” by offering free tickets to every
couple married in Roane county since
January 1, 1939.

Houston — The Interstate Theatres Employers Club is thinking of sending Ralph

When

20 feet at the expense

payers.
Springfield's new Capitol, about ready
for business according to Manager A. L.
Hancock, will double its present force,
from boxoffice ticket seller to janitor. The
new personnel will include an assistant
manager. The Princess Theatre, also
owned by Crescent, and which has been

The

His Oratory Results in
A Perfect Election

Chicago — Tommy

Three Ardmore

for furnishing “practically free of charge”
films for inmates of state institutions . . .
The front of the Liberty on Ninth Ave. in
Chattanooga is being remodeled at a cost

back

for screen,

giving auditions to local singers and
ers theatrically inclined.

1’ONY SUDEKUM
received
a document of which he has
is very
proud.
It is
the official copy of a resolution of the
Tennessee state legislature thanking him,
as president of Crescent Amusement Co.,

Vivien Leigh, “Scarlett O’Hara” of
"Gone With the Wind,” has been invited
to visit the “Cotton Carnival” at Memphis,
May 9-14. Margaret Mitchell, author of
the story, also has been invited. The
theme
Goes

of the

carnival

is “King

Cotton

Hollywood.”

Alfred Hitchcock Spends
Some Time in Miami
Miami — Alfred Hitchcock, ace British director, spent some time here with his wife
and eight-year-old daughter before his
departure for Hollywood and an assignment for David O. Selznick.
Hitchcock brought his family here for
the “World’s Fair Gala” at the Surf Club
where their table was next to one occupied by Gladys Swarthout and her husband, Frank Chapman.
His assignment at Selznick International
is “Rebecca,”
seller.

the Daphne

DuMaurier

best-

Assigned
Lam

is the

new

manager of Oscar Lam’s Royal Theatre,
Hogansville, Ga., succeeding Ralph Pierce,
who joined Motion Picture Advertising
Service in New Orleans.

Joins Monogram
Dallas — J. H. “Jack” Gruben is now affiliated with Monogram in Houston, covering eastern Texas. Gruben had been with
RKO since 1920.

Jenkins Realart Manager
DeRidder, La. — William Jenkins, formerly in charge of the Ritz at Vivian, La., is
here.
now managing the New Realart Theatre

Robbers

Haul

Away

Safe

O’Donnell, Tex. — Hardworking
crackers hauled away the Rex Theatre

safe
safe

containing $183.00. There was no insurance, according to C. C. Caldwell, owner.

BOXOFFICE

;: April 1, 1939

SPEARHEADS
MORE evidence of the growing trend

torical facts than

toward the spotting of practical
showmen in executive berths at

Hollywood

in that

highly

im-

The impressive and business-like manner in which Headman Blumberg and his
aides have weeded out the deadwood;
proved the production, directorial

imand

Thespic personnel; and bettered operations and product generally at the Universal City factory should convince even
the most skeptical Hollywood die-hard
that there are men outside of the film
citadel with pretty fair ideas as to what
the public desires in screen entertainment,
and the most efficient and profitable
methods of supplying that demand.

Add

burning

ambiticms:

Says Hedda Hopper, “Oh, to have been
a fly on the wall at Constance Collier’s
house when she dined Alex Woollcott, Noel
Coward

Which wish, if granted, would be merely a change of locale. Out of the ointment . . .

George Cukor
locations. Buck

in Reno to scout dude
Cukor rides again.

Of this sextette, RKO
Radio’s “The
Story of Vernon and Irene Castle,” reuniting the versatile and ever-dependable
team of Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers,
assays the highest in pure entertainment
yield.

A delightfully compounded screenplay by Richard Sherman, adapted by
Oscar Hammerstein II and Dorothy Yost,

epics
neces-

give
that

ranch

Harvard University for a pair of instruments devised there by Dr. John Thompson during the course of experiments concerning problems of liability to stage
fright and adaptability to situations. The
Harvard scientist dubbed his machines the
“haemotometharmosozgraph” —
measuring the rate of recession of blood from

African “vampire flowers,” which suck
in insects and even small rodents and devour them, were installed on the “Tarzan
in Exile” set at M-G-M.
A few of the
gluttonous growths permanently placed in
the administration building might quickly
solve
lem.

Hollywood’s

too-many-agents

prob-

the

hands — and the “electroencephalograph”— checking mental reaction to
given stimuli through changes.
Probably more could be accomplished
for the improvement of motion picture
entertainment if the equipment were used
on the audiences.

The
Fox slates “Maryland” as a sequel to
“Kentucky.” If the trend continues, and
the industry lives long enough, the master-minds may eventually get around to
Vermont — along with the Democrats.
Republic

has

abandoned

plans

to produce

Life of General Grant" because of possible objections and
resultant lack of

patronage in southern states. Which fear
should offer no deterrent. If the proposed
script

were

no

more

Musical , Morose
While the first order of business for
Hollywood picture critics was the whetting
of appetites and the cultivating of thirsts
preparatory to two precedental preview
junkets, the assorted Connollys found it
necessary to pause in these avid pursuits
sufficiently long to gander six features
unreeled without benefit of treks to points
north and east.

be

Leo’s casting director, Fred Datig, and
Billy Grady, talent scout, have sent to

"The

...”

biographical
it would

Metro’s agile adjective assemblers
out with the startling announcement

Which places the destinies of the studio
rather completely in the hands of men
with
successful exhibition-distribution
records and backgrounds, what with President Nate Blumberg at its helm and well
year

some

produced,

sary only to re-name it “The Life of Robert
E. Lee" when releasing below the MasonDixon line and print the press books in grey
ink instead of blue.

the studios is to be found in the appointment of Jack Gross, western division manager for RKO Theatres, to a position as
aide to Cliff Work, Universal studio
chieftain and himself a veteran of the
exhibition end of the industry, having
also been connected with the RKO chain.

into his second
portant job.

has

accurate

and

as

to

means

to

which

the

production

geniuses will resort for technical excellence— and publicity — know no limits.
Witness the announcement from Paramount that General John J. Pershing has
been asked to come to Hollywood to act
as technical advisor on the studio’s current filmization of “Geronimo,” a story of
the Apache Indian wars, in which Pershing served in his early days as a soldier.
To date the general, strangely enough,
has failed to burn up the wires accepting
the offer.

his-

Mysterious

ture contributions. It should take but
little detective work to deduce that 20th
Century-Fox’s “The Hound of the Baskervilles,” based upon and adapted faithfully
from one of A. Conan Doyle’s most famous
detective masterpieces, is headed for great
things at the boxoffice, for in atmosphere,
suspense and excitement it ranks with the
best of screen chillers. Basil Rathbone, as
Sherlock Holmes, and Nigel Bruce as his
stolid, dependable stooge, Dr. Watson,
create such satisfying characterizations
that further cinematic adventures of the
famous pair should be a “must” on Darryl
Zanuck’s coming production schedule.
Ernest Pascal drew every drop of drama

compromise, an insistence obeyed by Ben
Hecht and Charles MacArthur in their
preparation of the scenario and carried
out

further by William Wyler, who directed. Sold as a deathless story of allconsuming love, and with the name of
Merle Oberon, topping an excellent cast,
on the marquee, it may pay its own way.
*

Lesser

lights on

*

*

the

preview

calendar

included Metro’s “Society Doctor,” Warner’s “Torchy Runs for Mayor” and
Monogram’s “Rollin’ Westward.” The
M-G-M
offering, remade from an early
talker titled “Penthouse,” is standard program fare, with Walter Pidgeon giving a
polished performance in a still-compelling
story, abounding in rich dramatic and
comedy elements. Leon Gordon and
Hugo Butler wrote a fresh, brisk script,

from Doyle’s original in his excellent
screenplay — a script which Director Sidney Lanfield, judging from the finished
results, evidently found to his liking. Gene
Markey draws the production credits.

Edwin

opportunity than most of their more recent vehicles. The theatre turnstiles

The ultimate fate of Samuel Goldwyn’s
“Wuthering Heights” is more difficult to
predict. Indubitably excellent, as was to

L. Marin directed in kind and Producer John W. Considine jr., gave the vehicle a handsome mounting. He must be

held

which must click at a speedy clip when
the picture reaches the screen will demonstrate how completely they take advantage of the situation under the able production and directorial guidance of George
Haight and H. C. Potter respectively.

be expected when considering the reputation of its producer, the film version of
the classic English novel is so heavily
psychological, so morbid in its very
foundation, that it is to be doubted

accountable for one questionable device, however, in that Virginia Bruce, for

adheres

closely to the true lives of Amer-

ica’s premier dance team and, thereby,
successfully incorporates a maximum of
glamour, comedy, charm and pathos. The
feature affords the popular duo a wider

*

Two

others
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pic-

whether present-day audiences, in satisfying bulk, can be attracted to it. Goldwyn, however, would apparently brook no

no

apparent reason, is called upon to deliver a torch song. Attractive and accomplished, Miss Bruce is nevertheless no
singer, and her efforts along that line are,
to say the least, unfortunate.
Despite the fact that throughout
(Continued

on page

31)

H
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Plays —
New

York — Two

new

plays

hit

the

boards. What they are and how the critics
received them, herewith:

" The Hot Mikado”
Number 74. Prom an original by Gilbert and Sullivan. Staged by Hassard
Short, settings and costumes by Nat Karson, orchestral arrangements by Charles
L. Cooke, dances staged by Truly McGee,
orchestra and choral direction by William
Parson, and presented by Michael Todd,
at the Broadhurst Theatre, March 23. The
cast included Bill Robinson, Bob Parrish,
James A. Lillard, Eddie Green, Maurice
Ellis, Gwendolyn Reyde, Frances Brock,
Roseeta LeNoire, Rosa Brown, Freddie
Robinson and Vincent Shields.
Robert Coleman, Daily Mirror — . . . always manages to bring forth something
fresh whenever the swing formula threatens to lose its appeal and pep. Manages
to have a surprise and a wallop up his
sleeve (Hassard Short) when it is most
needed . . . Bill, it seemed to us, was much
too valuable an asset to bring on about
the middle of the second act. We thought
he ought to be spotted earlier in the eveni g . . . the first nighters had a high, old
time of it.
Burns Mantle, Daily News (three stars,
plus) — They have taken the pattern developed in “The Swing Mikado” and
dressed it beautifully, casted expertly and
staged it with such perfect timing and in
such excellent taste that it stands abso-

. Possibilities

lutely unrivaled so far as my playgoing
experience is concerned. And that, I
think, covers about all the colored shows
of our time . . . Mr. Robinson, an unchallenged champion of the tap dancers, is
also unchallenged in geniality and generate likableness.
Richard Watts jr., Her aid- Tribune —
The chances are that, in the long view of
history, Bill Robinson will not bulk as a
greater man than William S. Gilbert and
Arthur Sullivan. There were times, however, during the first performance of “The
Hot Mikado” when the audience would
have given you pretty good odds that the
epic tap dancer was the immortal of the
outfit ... It is brilliantly costumed, attractively set and amusingly played and
sung and decidedly there is more professional quality about it than is to be found
in the other “Mikado.”
John Anderson, Journal- American — . . .
Hassard Short’s direction has made the
general effects visually superb. Tire jitterbugs jitter violently at their setting up
and throwing down exercises, and it is all
very bright and colorful to look at . . .
Maurice Ellis, as a lanky giant in a staggering uniform, gets as much fun out of
Poo-Bah as he can with the few lines left
at his disposal.
John Mason Brown, Post — . . . although
it lacks the jubilant spontaneity of the alltoo-few numbers which are jazzed in the
Federal Theatre’s “Swing Mikado,” its
score is at least swung almost from cur-

tain rise to curtain fall ... At least it lifts
the production out of the mugwump class
in music and grants consistency to its irreverences.
Richard

Lockridge, Sun —

... If there

were need of a second swing “Mikado,”
Mr. Todd, assisted by Hassard Short and
Nat Karson has abundantly met it. His
version is an ingenious one and full of
verve and Mr. Karson has gone to great
and happy lengths to make it bright and
impertinent in appearance.
Brooks Atkinson, Times — . . . When
Bojangles steps on in the second act, this
variant “Mikado” that has been somewhat
labored and confused in purpose becomes
ning.
brisk immediately. Bill’s illustrious toes
are the most important part of the eveSidney B. Whipple, World-Telegram —
. . . It is a lavish production, circumscribed neither by the economy that is
enforced upon the FTP nor by casting restrictions. Its large cast of enthusiastic
singers and dancers can actually sing and
dance, and they have been chosen with an
eye to beauty which, sad to say, cannot be
said of the rival show. Its bizarre • settings and riotous costumes smash the eye
with the same impact as the music . . .
Robert Parrish, as Nanki-Poo. has a pleasing voice though not a powerful one. The
real powerhouse is Rose Brown, a shouting Katisha, who makes the rafters ring
in her hot version of “I, Living I.” Here
is a voice without inhibitions.

(2inematlc5
Louise Campbell has returned to Paramount after a vacation in Chicago . . .
William Boyd and his wife, Grace Bradley, are back in town after spending three
weeks in Palm Springs . . . Mr. and Mrs.
Ray Milland, accompanied by Mrs. Milland’s mother, Mrs. George Weber, have
left for a Honolulu holiday.
*

Sylvan Simon, Metro director, has left
for a vacation in New York ... A baby
boy was born to Mrs. Henry Koster, wife
of the Universal director, at the Cedars
of Lebanon Hospital.
★

4rthur Jacobson, Paramount studio
talent director, is in from a five-week tour
of the east and midwest . . . Y. Frank
Freeman was host at a Paramount studio
reception for John Balaban, head of the
Balaban and Katz circuit of Illinois and
Indiana, at which Balaban was acquainted
with 12 of the studio’s young contract
players. Robert M. Gillham, advertisingpublicity director, and John Zinn, studio’s
business manager of talent and casting,
also attended . . . Gene Autry has been
commissioned honorary colonel on the
staff of the governor of Oklahoma.
*

Director Clarence Brown and Walter
Connolly will be on the teaching staff at

30

the Mohawk Drama Festival, professional
acting course conducted by Union College
at Schenectady , New York . . . Louis Hyman, Principal’s distribution head, is vacationing in New York . . . Bobby Breen
presented a trophy to the winner of the
junior division in the Hillcrest Invitational tennis tournament finals. Al Jolson did the honors in the men’s senior
group and Fanny Brice made the presentation to the feminine winner.
★

Merle Oberon is on her way to New
York and London for a picture commitment abroad . . . Fay Bainter also is
bound for the east on the first leg of a
European vacation . . . Funeral services
were held at the Church of the Good
Shepherd, Beverly Hills, for Mrs. Alice
Markey, mother of Gene Markey. Dying
suddenly of a heart attack, she is survived by her husband, Eugene Markey, and
a granddaughter in addition to her son
. . . Leo McCarey and John McClain are
at Arrowhead working on a script.
★

"Red” Golden, Metro assistant director,
has returned from a vacation trip on which
San Francisco, Reno, Phoenix, Las Vegas
and Catalina Island were the high spots
. . . Charlie Ruggles has headed for New
York for a short holiday.

Milt Howe, 20th Century-Fox publicist,
is back from New York, where he accompanied Don Ameche on a personal appearance jaunt . . . George Cukor and his
assistant, Eddie Woehler, are in Reno selecting locations for Cukor’s next M-G-M
directorial assignment . . . Quentin Reynolds has returned to New York after
conferences at the Warner studio concerning a story on which he is working . . .
Mr. and Mrs. Will Jason are the parents
of a baby boy, Michael, born at Mt. Sinai
Hospital.
Jason is a Metro shorts director.
*

Max Steiner, Warner composer, goes to
Baltimore in May to address the national
convention of Federated Music Clubs of
America . . . William Buckley, who has been
a technical advisor on a prison picture at
Warner, has returned to Stillwater, Minn.,
where
tentiary.he is employed in the state peni*

Judy Garland has trained out for New
York for a three-week vacation, including
a week of personal appearances at Loew’s
State Theatre there . . . Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Wurtzel and the Lester Ziffrens
have returned from a two-month tour
through South America.
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Lewis' Hollywood Arrival
Presages New Studio

SPEARHEADS
—

Arrival here of Sinclair Lewis, authorplaywright, and John Wildberg, New York
stage producer, presages the formation of
a new independent film production company, purpose of which is to bring to the
screen the current Lewis play, “Angela Is
22.” Although information as to detailed
plans is limited, and no release for the
new company’s product has been announced, it is generally reported that other
Lewis writings also will be filmed and that
Lewis may take a fling at film acting.
Colony Pictures has completed “Flaming Lead,” first in a series of six Ken
Maynard westerns being produced for
state right release. Also going into the
cutting rooms was “Reform School,” a
Million Dollar production featuring Louise
Beavers as the topper in an all-Negro
cast. An exploitation feature, “Child
Bride,” is being readied for roadshow release by Falcon Productions following its
completion on location at Sonora.
“Juarez and Maximilian,” produced by
Miguel C. Torres, has been completed and
is being prepared for premieres in Hollywood, New York and Mexico City. Film
was launched in January, 1938, but halted
for several months before production was
recently resumed.
Ramos Cobian has returned from New

—

(Continued

from

page 29)

journalism’s long and colorful history no
girl reporter ever dreamed of employing
such tactics, Warner’s newest “Torchy
Blane” adventure is so smoothly-paced
and ably treated that “Torchy Runs for
Mayor” is certain to create new fans for
the veteran series. Although Glenda Farrell, as the demon feminine newshawk,
does manage to refrain from shouting
“Hold the press!” she is called upon by
the script, written by Earle Snell, to perpetrate virtually every other timeworn
reportorial cliche. Ray McCarey directed
with an eye to action and comedy, under
Bryan Foy’s production handling.
Monogram has another substantial,
satisfying western in “Rollin’ Westward,”
latest of the Tex Ritters, wrapped up in a
first-rate sagebrush mounting by Producer Edward Finney. Chases and gunplay in plenty, interspersed with some outdoor vocalizing by Ritter, were neatly
handled in A1 Herman’s direction.

Hays Due for Annual
Coast Conferences
Will Hays, chief of the producers’ association, was expected to arrive over the
weekend on his regular spring seasonal
visit to the coast in what local Hays office
spokesmen described as, to the best of
their knowledge, a routine visit of indefinite duration.
Officers of the local association discussed labor policies, the foreign situation
and heard reports concerning the status
of negotiations concerning contracts with
the Screen Writers and Screen Directors
Guilds in a meeting presided over by Fred
W. Beetson, secretary-treasurer.
Columbia

Story Is Shelved
Hollywood’s unofficial Americanism production policy received something of a
setback when officials of Columbia confirmed reports that “51 People,” story of
Austrian refugees, had been indefinitely
shelved. Studio attaches attributed the
postponement to difficulties experienced
by scripters in evolving an acceptable story
around the factual incident which was to
have formed the basis of the screenplay —
dealing with the experiences of a group of
refugees who escaped from Austria on a

Irving Briskin’s production unit was
handling the vehicle.
Shooting has been definitely scheduled
to start April 15 on Warner’s next historical featurette, “Bill of Rights,” with
John Litel in the top role and Crane Wilbur directing.

OPTIONS

SCRIPTERS
— Columbia

—Columbia
EDMUND
NORMAN

KELSO
joins writing staff.
DEMING
signs long-term] directorial

contract. He
just completed
“Mandrake,
the
Magician,” a serial.
LEONARD
ZINBERG
joins writing department
on term deal.

NORMAN

McLEOD

“Remember,”
as his initial

signs

term

directing

to be produced
assignment.

by

in

“6,000

Enemies”

as

his

deal,

RACHMIL

signed

Bobby

— KKO

Radio

LEE
tures.

TRACY

held

as

Breen

for

an

art

first

director

starrer,

on

“Way

additional

two

pic-

—Universal
VIRGINIA
FIELD,
currently in “The
Never Sets,” held for another commitment.

Sun

Bros.

JEAN
SHARON,
screen newcomer, draws term
acting pact.
LYA
LYS signed to new term acting ticket.
JO GRAHAM,
dialogue director, handed
new
contract.
writer, given new
working
on “On

:: April 1, 1939

has

title

producer.
JANE
HALL
Sam
Zimbalist.

to

“Two

People,”

for

Producer

the

Down

bers of “The Jones Family,” held for another
year.
BEN
C. KOHN
and ELEANOR
HARRIS
join
writing department.
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ZINBERG

THONY VEILLER on “Disputed Passage.” Harlan
Thompson
will produce and Frank Borzage direct.

Century-Fox

RICHARD
MACAULAY,
tract. He is currently
Toes” with Jerry Wald.

Connolly

as-

IRMA
WILSEN,
stock actress, given contract
extension.
JUNE
CARLSON,
KENNETH
HOWELL,
GEORGE
ERNEST
and BILLY
MAHAN,
mem-

—Warner

LEONARD

— Paramount
SHERIDAN

forthcoming
South.”

and

Walter

FRANCES
GOODRICH
and ALBERT
HACKETT
to “Susan and God.”
Hunt
Stromberg is

—Principal

—20th

ULLMAN
Surgeon.”

Milton

FRED
KRUGER,
of music department, prom'oted to assistant to Harry Highsmith, head of
music casting.
JACK
MULHALL
signs term acting contract,
with a role
signment.

WILLIAM
to “Prison
role.

PHILIP
MacDONALD
to “English Accent.”
Everett Riskin will produce.
— Samuel Goldwyn
— Metro
WILSON
COLLISON
to “Canal Zone,” slated
to feature Dorothy Lamour
and Jon Hall.

—Metro

LEW

Refugee

raft during the “anschluss” of some
months ago and were never heard from.

York and shortly will launch “Tango en
Hollywood,” second of a series of Spanishlanguage features for 20th Century-Fox
release. Also due to be gunned within a
few days are a pair of musical westerns
to be made by Coronado Pictures for release through Grand National.

with
Bren,

Austrian

conYour

About to enplane for the coast from
the Chicago airport are Lou Lipstone,
now head of the Paramount music department, and his wife. Lipstone was
formerly production manager for
Balaban mid Katz in Chicago.

"U" Assigns Wallace
First assignment for Richard Wallace
at Universal since he signed his producerdirector ticket will be “Victoria Docks at
Eight,” a mystery story which is being
scripted by James M. Cain.
Cooper
on "20,000
Leagues"
Merian
C. Cooper
has been
assigned to
produce “20,000 Leagues Under the Sea,”
Jules Verne’s adventure thriller.

GIBNEY

SIDNEY
KINGSLEY
an original by Beth
will direct with Betty
leading role.

to

collaborate

with

AN-

to “Every Day Is Sunday,”
Brown.
Henry
Hathaway
Field, stage actress, in the

PAUL
TRIVERS
to
“Danger
Signal,” the
Phyllis Bottome
novel, in which
Patricia Morison will be featured.
ALFRED
GUARINI,
European
scenarist, to
“Madame
Mystery,” next starring vehicle for Isa
Miranda.
— Republic

GORDON
KAHN
to “Tidal
— Selznick-Intcrnational
WINSTON
MILLER
to
Neville Schute, on which
tion as associate producer.
—20th Century-Fox

Wave.”

“Ordeal,” a novel by
Sam
Engel will func-

GARRETT
FORT
to “The Mark
of Zorro.”
JOSEPH
HOFFMAN
to “The Jones Family at
the Grand Canyon.”
Mai St. Clair will direct this
14th in the series.
— W alter Wanger
LESTER Bros.
COLE
— Warner
LEE
KATZ
edy-drama.

to

to
“Not

“Winter

Carnival.”

Wanted,”

CRANE short
WILBUR
historical
subject.to

“Rose

a
of

domestic

com-

Monterey,”

a

STARTING
,_q
0

U

WELL

MR.
SMITH
GOES
TO
WASHINGTON — James
Stewart, Jean Arthur, Edward
Arnold, Claude
Rains, Eugene Pallette, Guy Kibbee. Producer:

Frank

Capra.

Director:

play: Sidney Buchman.

Frank

Capra.

Screen-

ALONG

COMPLETED

ARIZONA
COWBOY
—
Charles Starrett, Iris
Meredith, Bob Nolan, Dick Curtis, Russell Simpson. Producer: Harry Decker.
Director: Sam
Nelson.

2

O

6000 ENEMIES — Walter Pidgeon, Rita Johnson,
Nat Pendleton, Paul Kelly, Bernadene
Hayes,

2

BABES
land,

IN ARMS — Mickey
Rooney, Judy
GarRand
Brooks, Douglas MacPhail, Betty

0■

Jaynes.
Producer: Original:
Arthur Freed.
Director:
Busby
Berkeley.
Richard
Rodgers,

2

Lorenz

o

.

2
O
^

Hart.

PRISON
David

BORN — Producer: E. B. Derr.
Silverstein. Screenplay: David

Original:
Freeman.

BOVS'
REFORMATORY— Frankie
Darro. Grant
Withers, Ben Welden, John St. Polis, David Durand,

Lillian
Elliott.
Lindsley
sons. Director:
HowardProducer:
Bretherton..

Par-

HAPPY'
ENDING — Pat O’Brien, Olympe
Bradna.
Producer:
George
Arthur.
Director: Lewis
Milestone. Original: Patterson McNutt.
^
THE
CAT ANI) THE
CANARY — Bob Hope, Paulqette Goddard, Elizabeth Patterson, John Beal,
Douglass
Montgomery,
George
Zucco, Nydia
Cl,
Westman,
Willard Robertson.
Producer: Arthur Hornblow jr. Director: Elliott Nugent.
Original: John
Willard.
Screenplay: Walter
De Leon.

FIVE

Wendy
BarJohn Carra-

dine, C. Aubrey
Smith, Allen Jenkins.
Producer: Robert Sisk. Director: John
Farrow,
Original: Richard
Carroll. Screenplay: Jerry
Cady, Dalton Trumbo.

IT’S A
WONDERFUL
WORLD — Claudette Colbert, James
Stewart, Frances Drake, Ernest
Truex, Guy Kibbee, Edgar Kennedy, Nat Pendleton. Producer: Louis D. Lighton. Director:
W. S. Van Dyke.

Q

P
O
CNJ

Ostrow.
Gottfried

Director:
Reinhardt,

Edgar
Selwyn.
Virginia Faulkner.

Original:

BULLETS
AND
BLIZZARDS — Tex Ritter, Snub
Pollard. Producer: Ed
Finney.
Director: Al
Herman.
Original: John Rathmell.
WOLF

CALL — John

Young,
gner.
Joseph

Carroll,

Movita,

Polly

Ann

Wheeler Oakman,
Pat O’Malley. Producer: Paul Malvern.
Director: George WagOriginal: Jack
London.
Screenplay:
West.

WHAT
A
LIFE — Jackie Cooper, John
Howard,
Betty Field, Lionel Stander, Janice Logan,
Vaughn
Glaser.
Producer: William
LcBaron.
Director: Ted Reed.
smith.
Screenplay:
Brackett.

Original: Clifford GoldBilly Wilder,
Charles

MR.
AND
MRS.
BULLDOG
DRUMMOND— John
Howard, Heather Angel, E. E. Clive, Eduardo
Ciannelli, Elizabeth Patterson, Reginald Denny.
Producer: William LeBaron.
Director: James
Hogan.

RACKETEERS
OF THE
RANGE — George O’Brien,
G-DOG — Tim Holt, Virginia Weidler, Janet Shaw,
Chill Wills, Marjorie
Reynolds.
Producer:
Frank
M. Thomas,
Edythe
Elliott, Elisabeth
Bert Gilroy. Director: D. Ross Lederman.
OriRisdon. Producer: Bert Gilroy. Director: Da*
ginal: Bernard McConville. Screenplay: Oliver
vid Howard.
Original: Earl Johnson, Guy K.
Drake.
Austin. Screenplay: Morton Grant.
LITTLE
MOTHER — Ginger Rogers, David Niven,
PANAMA
LADY — Lucille Ball, Allan Lane, EveCharles Coburn, Frank Albertson, Horace Maclyn Brent, Donald
Briggs, Bernadene
Hayes,
Mahon, Barbara Pepper. Producer: Buddy DeSteffi Duna, Eddie Emerson.
Producer: Cliff
Sylva. Director: Garson Kanin.
Original ScreenReid. Director: Jack Hively. Original: Garrett
play: Norman
Krasna.
Fort. Screenplay: Michael Kanin.

BLUE
MONTANA
MOON— Gene
Autry, Smiley
Burnette, June Storey, Dorothy Granger, Colorado Hillbillies. Producer: Harry Grey.
DiScreenplay: Gerald
Geraghty.rector: B. Reeves Eason.

REP.

q
^
p-

CAME
BACK — Chester Morris,
rie, Kent Taylor, Joseph Calleia,

John Arledge, Guinn Williams.
Producer: Lucien Hubbard.
Director: George Seitz. OrigMAIDEN
VOYAGE — Robert Young, Billie Burke,
inal: Dr. Leonidas
Stanley, Wilson
Menard.
Reginald Owen, Frank Morgan, Annabella, WalScreenplay: Bertram Milhauser.
ter Connolly, Samuel S. Hinds.
Producer: Lou

IT COULD
HAPPEN
TO
YOU
—
Stuart Erwin,
Gloria Stuart, Douglas Fowley, Raymond
Walburn, June Gale. Producer: David Hempstead.
Director: A1 Worker.
Original:
man.
Screenplay: Allen Rivkin.

Charles

Hoff-

RETURN
OF
THE
CISCO
KID — Warner
Baxter,
Lynn Bari, Henry
Hull, Cesar Romero, Kane
Richmond,
Harold
Huber, C. Henry
Gordon.
Producer: Kenneth
Macgowan.
Director: Herbert I. Leeds.

THE
WINTER
Walter
^

Original
Rapf.

CARNIVAL — Joan Bennett.
Producer:
Wanger.
Director: Charles Riesner.
Screenplay:

Budd

Schulberg,

Maurice

MAN
IN THE
IRON
MASK — Louis Hayward, Joan Bennett, Warren
William, Walter
Kingsford, Peter Cushing.
Producer: Edward
Small. Director: James Whale. Original: Alexander Dumas. Screenplay: Frederick Jackson.

THE
HOUSE
OF
Hervey, Harvey
•
THEY
ASKED
FOR
IT— Joy Hodges. Michael
ES
Whalen,
Dick Foran, Lyle Talbot. Producer:
2
Max
Golden.
Director: Frank
MacDonald.
D
Screenplay: Arthur Horman.

g

NANCY
DREW
AND
THE
HIDDEN
STAIRCASE
— Bonita
Granville, Frankie
Thomas,
John

pi

Litel.

^

liam

32

Producer:

Clemens.

Bryan

Screenplay:

Foy.
Ken

Director:
Garnet.

Wil-

FEARS — William Gargan, Irene
Stephens, Jan Duggan, Dorothy

Arnold, El Brendel. Producer: Edmund
GrainFOR
LOVE
OR MONEY — Robert Kent, June Lang,
ger.
Director: Joe May.
Original: Thomas
Addison Richards, Ed
Brophy, Richard Lane.
Fallon. Screenplay: Peter Milne.
Producer: Max
Golden.
Director: AI Rogell.
EX-CHAMP
Constance
Producer:

— Tom
Brown,
Victor
McLaglen,
Moore, Nan
Grey, William Frawley.
Burt Kelly. Director: Phil Rosen.

Original

Screenplay:

Timothy

Carroll.

GIVE
ME
A
CHILD
—
Priscilla Lane, Jeffrey
CONFESSIONS
OF A NAZI
SPY
—
Edward
G.
Lynn,
Spring Byington. Gale
Page, Gladys
Robinson, George Sanders, Dorothy Tree, Lya*
George, Johnnie Davis. Producer: Sam Bischoff.
Lys, Francis Lederer, Paul Lukas.
Producer:
Director: Lloyd
Bacon.
Screenplay: Robert
Bryan Foy. Director: Anatole Litvak. ScreenRossen.
play: Milton Krims, Leon Turrou.
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Give Drive Details
To FTOEmplops

HE A Y T IL IE FWC, ITO Battle
CJPRING cleaning has started here with
the Liberty closing a few days for reseating, new drapes, and a general goingover. The Liberty in Walla Walla, one
of the Mercy chain, is being remade into
practically a new house, having a balcony
installed, new heating and ventilating
system, new seats, furnishings, equipment,
in fact everything that goes into a new
theatre. In Arlington, Carrol Barney
will open his new Olympic in a few days.
Barney also operates another theatre in
the town. Bjarne Moe is the architect on
the above jobs mentioned.
Norvell of Hollywood, the man who gives
the stars a good idea of what is to pass, is
appearing this week at the Palomar. He
tells a good one on himself. The gang
at Universal rushed to him the birthdate
of a new star and asked about the star’s
future possibilities. The wizard got to
work and reported the star would reach
great heights and would marry soon. The
laugh was on Norvell, for he had read
Charlie McCarthy’s future. However, he
claims astrology still persists Charlie
will be married, even if only on the air.

Dog-Racing Bill
Los

Angeles — Declaring that its passage would result in their business being

“seriously affected,” both Fox West Coast
and the Independent Theatre Owners of
So. Calif, and Ariz. have marshaled their
forces in an endeavor to defeat proposed

of the Spyros

legislation before the assembly in Sacramento which would legalize dog-racing
in the state.

Arch

W. H. Lollier, FWC’s tax manager,
backed by his circuit’s legal department
and by Robert Poole, general secretary of
the ITO, has headed for Sacramento to

The six participating divisions from the
coast to the midwest will be awarded

launch a fight against the dog-racing bill,
greatest menace of which, ITO and FWC
executives feel, is the “gambling that is
inseparably a part of it,” according to
Charles A. Buckley, head of FWC’s legal
department.
“Dog racing weakens the morale of
every community where it exists,” a joint
statement by Poole and Buckley declared,
“takes from the channels of legitimate
trade the funds that should be spent for
the necessities of life and, most important,

Speaking of Hollywood, still another
has been called for screen test from the
University of Washington. This time it
is Ada Jane Nicholson, who has been

it frequently results in a loss of hardearned wages and the savings of many
citizens.

playing the part of Kitty Packard in “Dinner at Eight” (same role the late Jean
Harlow played in the screen version) at

“We know our views are shared by all
right-thinking citizens and we are solidly
behind them in expressing our unqualified

the

Showboat Theatre. Joan Montgomery has replaced Miss Nicholson in the
role . . . Every other year about this same
time, the Northwest can look forward to
a visit from Paul Bean of Montrose, Cal.
Paul, while here, gives the screens in the
various theatres a complete
leaving them like new.

going-over,

Another visitor who has not been here
for the past two years is Frank Soule,
auditor for Republic. Frank is here for
two weeks and hopes to be back home in
New York sometime this summer . . . With
the change in branch manager at the
Warner exchange, Bill Shartin, the new
boss, announces Guy Maxey, formerly
head booker, also will be office manager.
Guy will handle major circuit bookings
as well. Shartin now has his family here
and moved into the home formerly occupied by Al Oxtoby.
Another

writer

from

our

fair city has

gone

Hollywood. This time it’s Mike Foster, who came down from his home on
Orcas Island long enough to let us know
he was on his way to write dialogue for
David

O.

Selznick’s

“Gone

With

the

Wind,” now in production . . . Wayne
Christy, who we reported in bad shape
in the hospital last week, is now up and
about again, but looking a little wan . . .
Over 50 friends from Filmrow and various theatres in the Northwest attended the
goodbye banquet for Al Oxtoby, former
Warner manager, who leaves for San
Francisco to join the Universal forces
there. While the men were holding their
gathering at the Northwest Film Club
quarters, their wives were giving a simi( Continued
BOXOFFICE

on

page

:: April 1, 1939

32-D)

Los Angeles — Fox West Coast district
and house managers, totaling some 200

disapproval

of this menace

to our

state.”

" Graham Bell " Preview
Brings Celebrities
San Francisco — Many screen stars and
executives came here Wednesday for the
Treasure

Island

preview

of the 20th

Cen-

tury-Fox-Cosmopolitan production, “The
Life of Alexander Graham Bell,” at the
Federal Theatre.
Headed by Darryl F. Zanuck, the group
included Sonja Henie, Loretta Young, Don
Ameche, Constance Bennett, Anita Louise,
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Fairbanks, Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Boyer, Mary Carlisle, Sally
Eilers, Nancy Kelly, Arleen Whelan, Al
Jolson, Sally Blane, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney “Charlie Chan” Toler, Cesar Romero,
Georgiana Young, Polly Ann Young, Sid
Grauman,
Kenneth
Macgowan,
Lew
Schrieber, Mr. and Mrs. William Goetz,
Mr. and Mrs. Sol Wurtzel and Mr. and
Mrs. William Koenig.
City

officials, the

municipal

band

and

over 2,000 employes of the telephone company greeted the celebrities on their arrival.
Don Ameche was made mayor of Treasure Island for the day. Elsa Maxwell hosted at a luncheon at the Yerba Buena
Club. The party returned to Hollywood
in the evening following a dinner at the
Palace Hotel.

Another

employes,

were

Skouras

given

the

showmanship

details
cam-

paign, to be inaugurated by National Theatres, Inc., at a meeting presided over by
M. Bowles, northern California division manager for FWC, who has been appointed field marshal of the campaign.

prizes totaling $26,000, the campaign to
be launched April 9 for a 13-week period.
A total of $5,350 will be split among the
six winning districts, the prizes to range
from $1,000 down to $350. Further, $1,350 will be distributed to twelve bookers
territories, in prizes ranging from $275 to $75. One thousand dollars has been set aside as reward for the
best showmanship ideas turned in during
in the competing

the campaign, while the balance
split among theatre managers.

will be

In addition to the cash prizes, each
theatre manager exceeding the quota set
up for the period will be awarded a Spyros
Skouras bronze showmanship plaque. The
campaign extends as far as Milwaukee,
with other similar drives being launched
by NT subsidiaries in the remaining areas.
The FWC meeting was attended by Rick
Ricketson, Fox Rocky Mountain chief, and
Ed Zabel of the NT home office in New
York.
Charles Skouras, FWC
president, who
aided Bowles in outlining details of the
campaign, also spoke briefly on his recent
trip abroad. Other speakers included W.
H. Lollier, tax manager for the circuit,
and Charles A. Buckley, legal counsel and
vice-president.

Leitwich Takes Reins as
California FTP Head
Los

Angeles — Taking

office immediate-

ly as permanent state director of the Federal Theatre Project is Alexander Leftwich, stage and film producer-director
with many years of experience. Leftwich
takes over from Ole Ness, who was appointed temporary director some weeks ago
by Mrs. Hallie Flanagan, national FTP
chieftain. The Ness appointment was made
after James R. Ullman had turned in his
resignation.
Leftwich’s appointment was announced
by Herbert Legg, Southern California
Works Progress Administration director.
The new state FTP head will spend a short
time here familiarizing himself with FTP
routine

and then will journey to Washington, D. C., for conferences with Mrs.

Flanagan

for Tam

Ione, Cal. — Bill Tam, owner
Amador at Jackson, is opening
theatre here soon.

circuit

of the
a new

Linton
Patricia

and other FTP leaders. Administrative affairs will be handled by
Smith, with Leftwich, father of
Ellis, motion picture actress, concentrating on theatrical functions.

Goldsmith's New House
Progressing Rapidly
S. HOMMEL.

formerly

with

the

Uni-

* versal
San Francisco
exchange,
been
transferred
to Portland
to fill has
the
place left by “Slats” Wilson who became
Portland exchange manager with the shift
of Gordon Craddock to Indianapolis. Local theatre and exchange men honored
Craddock with a dinner at the Benson
Hotel. Mose Mesher, Ted Gamble, A1 Finkelstein and Roy Brown were in charge of
arrangements.
K. A. Spears of Winlock, Wash., is back
on the Row after about four weeks in the
South, mainly California . . . Ray Henderson of Albany, Oscar Phelps of Hillsboro,
George Gould of Dallas and
miller of Baker were seen

Frank Buckon the Row

during

the week . . . Al O'Keefe, Universal’s western division manager, was in
town for the Craddock going-away dinner
and also made it a business trip.
Speaking of Universal reminds us that
Indianapolis is ahead of Portland in the
Bill Heineman play date anniversary drive
. . . Edgar Mercy of Camas, Junior Mercy
of Seattle and Paul Mercy of Seattle were
all seen on Filmrow ... So were Walter
Leverette of Medford, L. E. Bowen of Castle
Rock, Wash., and M. E. Ritter of Florence.
Charlie Power of 20th-Fox and Vern
Whitcomb and C. L. Robinett, his salesmen, are in Chicago attending their annual convention . . . Al Finkelstein, Mose
Mesher, Roy Brown, Herb Sobottka, Ron
Harrington, Ray
Grombacher, Kenny
Hughes, Mike Newman, Orville Reynolds,
Jimmy O’Connell of Eugene and Jimmy
Carey of Vancouver will go to Seattle for
a division meeting. The event will take
place in the Italian Club with Arch M.
Bowles, division manager for Northern
California, starting off the campaign of
Spyros Skouras, president of National
Theatres.
Smoker’s carelessness was blamed for a
$1,000 blaze in the main lounge of J. J.
Parker’s Broadway Theatre. When Vic
Keedy, house manager, failed to put out
the flames with hand extinguishers, he
stopped the show with an announcement
from the stage. It happened about 11 p. m.
and 700 persons filed orderly from the
house to return one-half hour later and
finish the show.

Trio of RKO Salesmen
L. A . Win $100 Each

in

Los Angeles — Sam Whitehead, “Dode”
Samuels and Joe Rubenstein, RKO salesmen, received $100 each for their efforts
in placing the local branch above its quota
in the company’s
sales drive.

recent

“March

of Time”

The trio, together with “Ded” Jacobs,
branch manager, will form the local delegation to the sales convention scheduled
in New York the latter part of June.

Ruggles

Sells Oakland

House

Oakland — Len Ruggles, local theatre
owner, sold his Royal Theatre here to
Golden State Theatres, Inc.

Oakland — Work is progressing rapidly
on the new theatre on Hopkins St., which
M. Goldsmith, operator of the Allendale
Theatre, is building. The theatre is being
constructed close to the
cently opened by Karski.

Laurel

re-

“The Family Next Door” . . . Shirley Weisman of the Circle Theatre here left for
New York to visit the fair and her folks.

Lemucchi to Build New
800-Seater at Oildale
Oildale, Cal. — A new 800-seat theatre,
costing $75,000, goes into construction here
immediately. It will be owned and operated by Dick Lemucchi, who owns the
Granada in Bakersfield and the Arvin in
Arvin.

Illness of Ira Furman
Forces Coast Shifts
Chicago — William F. Rodgers, M-G-M
general sales manager, before returning to
New

York following the annual sales convention here, announced a shift in west
coast branch managerships, occasioned
through the serious illness of Ira Furman,
San Francisco manager. Furman remains
on the company payroll.
L. (Butch) Wingham, Seattle manager,
fills in for Furman at San Francisco, while
Maurice Saffle, Salt Lake City exchange
head, goes to Seattle. The temporary vacancy at Salt Lake City is filled by Salesman Sam Gardner of Indianapolis.

SA1LT

LAKE

'pHE approaching production season will
be among the best in the industry’s
history, according to Mary Pickford, a
partner

in United Artists, here for a reunion with her husband, Buddy Rogers,

who is playing an engagement at a local
night spot. The couple leaves shortly for
a vacation at Sun Valley, Ida. . . . Martha
Raye was here at the Utah in connection
with her latest starrer for Paramount,
“Never
W.

Say Die” . . . Lon T. Fidler, Monogram district manager, visited here with
E. McKendrick, local branch head.

G.

A. Smith,
ager, was here

Paramount district manfor a series of meetings

relative to the company’s current sales
drive . . . Bill Seib replaces Robert Hill as
branch manager here for Columbia. Hill
has been moved to Deliver from where he
will supervise the Salt Lake and Denver
territories . . . Maurice Saffle, local Metro
manager, is east on business . . . Charles
Huff of the Castle Gate, Castle Gate, Utah,
was in town.
Charles Walker, 20th-Fox
ager, is attending a regional

branch manconvention in

Ground was broken on the new San
Francisco theatre to be built on Geary St.
The house is owned and operated by San
Francisco Theatres, Inc., and will be ready
for business in approximately 90 days.
New Faces in Town: Al Hansen from
Los Angeles visiting Jim Riley of Pacific
Coast Theatre Supply: Bing Crosby, Dixie
Lee, Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Lowe and
Claire Trevor and husband, Clark Andrews,
all of Hollywood; Charlie Holtz of the
Sierra in Sacramento, Joe Huff of the
Sierra in Stockton, Bruno Veccerelli of
Hollister, B. F. Shearer in from Seattle,
Dan Nunan of the New Turlock.
At

the

exchanges:

Jerry

Wester gun,

20th-Fox, left for New York and was replaced by Bill Lewis as the advertising
sales manager . . . Willis Bell was added
as assistant to Lewis . . . Shirley Thall
left to visit in Seattle. Is it lil’ ol’ cupid,
Shirley? . . . Loulla McGovern is back
after being ill .. . Salesmen, in company
with Joe Flannigan, head booker.
Lcrna Tons, stenographer in the advertising sales department, took the lead in
the Fairmont Hotel Little Theatre play
presented there last Friday . . . L. E.
Tilman, Columbia, left for his vacation on
his ranch. Mel Klein will take over the
reins of the exchange.
Lustig and Berenstein will operate a new
house now being built in Santa Rosa. The
house seats 1,000 and is reputed to be
financed by the owners of the Rosenburg
Department Store there.
C. L. Paden of Western Theatrical Supply Co. broke his leg and is confined to
bed for several weeks. He is now in the
Mount Zion Hospital here.
Rene “ Volcano ” La
the President Theatre

Marre, manager of
here, whispers that

he is planning a stunt that will top all his
previous feats and those cover plenty of
territory. Consequently the local operators
are watching for his brain-child which is
scheduled to hatch in the real near future.
The first legitimate
York in many months

attraction from New
opened at the Geary

last Monday in the form of Ethel Barrymore’s “Whiteoaks of Jalna.” The entire
New York cast accompanied the show.

Chicago . . . Intermountain Theatre Supply will refurnish and equip the Shovelin
Theatre at Battle Mountain, Nev. . . .

Report has it that “Slapsie Maxie” Rosenbloom. pugilist, actor, nite club owner
and second Webster, will open a nighterie
here in the near future.

Republic’s regional convention will be held
April 25-26 in San Francisco . . . The
gang at Monogram is all hepped-up over
“Streets of New York,” starring Jackie
Cooper, which will be released starting

Dress Up Gayway

April 8. They still remember
“Gangster’s Boy” and “Boy

Cooper’s
of the

San Francisco — Plans

are being made

to

dress up the Gayway on Treasure Island
with elaborate lighting effects. A large
arch

Streets.”
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New

general manager of Uni0LIFF WORK,
versal, provided two pictures here last
week, one at the Orpheum and one at the
Coliseum . . . Hugh Herbert will appear
at the Golden Gate Theatre in person in
conjunction with the world premiere of

span

is planned

for the entrance.
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Q.ENE O’Keefe took the night off from
^running his Maywood in Maywood
to show some visiting friends from Montana the Pico Drive-In Theatre — an unheard of curiosity in that northern state
. . . Seymour

Fisher, new

Columbia

sales-

man, upped from a booker’s post, is being
congratulated for turning in fine work in
the Arizona territory.
Francis Bateman, Republic exchange
manager, has headed for Phoenix, Ariz.,
on business . . . Buck Wade, Universal
salesman, is in Bakersfield on a selling
trip ... An elephant obtained by the Fox
Parisian Theatre as a street ballyhoo for
“Gunga Din” had Filmrow adither
it paraded down Vermont Ave.

when

Booking visitors included Guy VanDerbergh, Forum Theatre, Ontario . . . Glen
Harper, Corona, Corona . . . William Swanson, owner of the Las Palmas and Beaux
Arts here and the Ojai in Ojai . . . Pat
Argus, Spreckles, San Diego . . . Manny
Hoffman, Avalon, local house . . . Johnny
Hawkins, Elite, Beverly Hills . . . George
Landers of the Washington Theatre.
Add booking contingent : Leo Hamacher,
Victory Theatre, San Diego . . . Fred Hershon of the Trojan . . . Sid Feder, Stanley,
Long Beach . . . Dick Sims, booker for
Bard’s in Pasadena . . . Max Sinker, Carlin-Sinker circuit . . . George Bourke of
the Nuart and Tivoli.
The
a

Universal exchange staff has expanded to include Evelyn Blayne, formerly
stenographer at the RKO
Radio exchange in Chicago. She goes on the pay-

with rheumatism, is Simon Lazarus, owner of the Princess and Century theatres
. . . Johnnie Filbert, head of Filbert Theatrical Supplies, returned from a successful three-day fishing trip . . . Bob Whitson, of the Whitson- Lewis circuit, entertained his Filmrow friends by taking them
for a short cruise in his sailboat. Charles
Feldman, Universal branch manager, was
among the guests.
Charles Skouras, Fox West Coast president, was guest of honor at a homecoming
welcome dinner given upon his return from
a three-month trip abroad by homeoffice
executives and district managers. Arch M.
Bowles, northern California district manager, was in charge of arrangements . . .
Skouras also is slated to sponsor the fourth
annual Americanism meeting of American
Legion’s Allied Post 302 on April 18, with
W. H. Lollier, tax manager for FWC, as
chairman.
Claud

Spaeth,

former

manager

of the

Maywood

Theatre, Maywood, has been appointed manager of the Congress Theatre,
being built by Joe and William Steinberg
for a May 1 opening . . . C. R. (Buck)
Wade, Universal salesman, returned from
a week’s trip through the northern terri ■
tory . . . Harry Taylor, branch manager
for National Screen Service, came in after
a short trip to San Francisco . . . Fred
Hershon is back at work as operator of
the Trojan Theatre after a brief vacation
in the east.
Booking:
Escondido;

Bob Leonard, Pala Theatre,
L. R. Mathews, La Paloma,

Encinitas: Bob Dunnegan, Liberty, Blythe,
Ariz.; Bob Elder, Arlington, Arlington.
Other visitors included Joe Izenberg, partner of Emil Umann in the Regina, Beverly Hills, and J. Neist, who formerly owned
the Elite in the same city.
Booking: Al Olander , Vogue, Montebello ;
Bill Knotts, Covina, Covina: Herman Lewis,
Los Feliz; Fred Siegal, Palomar, Oceanside; C. A. Simons, Rex, Bakersfield; Judge
LeRoy

Pawley, Desert, Indio; H. S. Brookings, Glendora Theatre, Glendora.

Headed by C. T. Lynch, exchange
ger, the local M-G-M
delegation

manato the

company’s Chicago sales convention has
returned, coming in by way of the San
Francisco Fair. The party included Bill
Callahan, Rube Harris, Sam Davis and
Jack Jacobs, salesmen, and Jim Schiller,
exploiteer

. . . Ray Boomer, factory representative for Motiograph sound equipment,

is in for a week’s conferences with B. F.
Shearer, whose supply house handles Motiograph. Boomer headquarters in Chicago. . . Just when Ted Gruwell was about
to fold up like one of his Gruwell-Wilcox
theatre seats, an eight-pound boy was born
to Mrs. Gruwell, calling forth a round of
the inevitable cigars.

Assign Borzage
Hollywood — “Disputed Passage,” from
the Lloyd Douglas novel, will be directed
for Paramount by Frank Borzage. Dorothy
Lamour is tentatively cast.

roll as a “relief” girl . . . The San-Val
Drive-In, in Burbank, has reopened after
being dark for a month while damages,
caused by Southern California’s windstorm
of a month or so ago, were repaired . . .
Chet Black, operator of the Pico Drive-In,
has taken up bowling to be in shape for
the expected summer rush . . . Proving

TRADE
======

A HANDY

that the exhibitors don’t all come in to
chat with the exchange stenographers,
offices have been pretty well deserted, with most of the staff hitting for
Chicago and the sales parley . . . The
Goldberg Film Delivery clan is monopolizing the marble game at the Film Cafe now
that daughter Beatrice is running the
eatery.

DIRECTORY
GUIDE FOR THE EXHIBITOR

■

LOS ANGELES

Metro’s

Booking: Frank Valuskis, Valuskis Theatre, Buena Park . . . Mac Sinift, squiring
young Leslie Taylor, manager of his Raymond Theatre, Pasadena. Leslie is the son
of Harry Taylor, branch manager of National Screen Service . . . Kurt Laemmle,
Glassell and Franklin theatres . . . Harry
Vinicof and Son-in-law Sol Malyer, of the
Vinicof circuit . . . Ben Bronstein, Arlin
and Lux Theatres.
Completing

their discussions

concerning

the approach of Republic’s new selling
season, Floyd St. Johns, state franchise
holder, and Grover C. Parsons, his San
Francisco exchange manager, have headed back to the Bay City. They talked
things over with Francis Bateman, local
exchange head.
Ollie Wogg, Universal salesman, is fighting the flu . . . Also under the weather,
BOXOFFICE
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(Continued from page 32-A)
lar party for Mrs. Oxtoby at the home
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Mercy jr.

of

We told last week of our friend Gordon
Craddock, Universal manager in Portland,
being transferred to Indianapolis. This
week we received an invite to attend his
farewell dinner to be held in the city of
roses, March 29, in the Benson Hotel. A
good crowd from Seattle will attend . . .
Danny Matin, former manager of Grand
National here who has been in San Francisco the past year, is coming here to join
the sales force of Monogram, according to
an announcement by Al Goldstein, Northwest headman . . . Jack Burke, recovering
from the bad auto accident last week, was
more seriously hurt than first thought.
X-rays disclosed a fractured hip so Jack
will be in a cast for some time to come.
Geoi’ge Smith, division manager for
Paramount, spent a few days here after
flying in from Salt Lake . . . Bill and Mrs.
Bedgisoff of the Green Parrot and Hollywood theatres celebrated their 19th wedding anniversary this week with a dinner.
Among the guests were the James Hones;
the L. J. McGinleys; the Paul Westlunds;
and Mrs. C. W. Walton ... A visitor this
week was Carl Walker, district manager
for Warner’s theatres. Carl came from
Los Angeles to spend a few days in Aberdeen, where there has been some managerial shifts.

Bill Crosby, representative for Ten-OWin, paid his first visit to Seattle a few
days ago, then pulled out for San Franciso. . . Mrs. L. O. Lukan, off to Portland where she was called by the illness
of her daughter, Mrs. Bill Cunningham
. . . Frankie Peacock will spend the next
few days on Grouse Mountain in British
Columbia. She will join a skiing party
at the chalet . . . Claude S. Jensen of the
Jensen-von Herberg theatres, here from
Portland and being introduced on the Row
by von Herberg . . . Mr. and Mrs. Sherald
Braden are to return soon from Detroit to
remain here permanently .
Herndon

Edmond,

Jean

Spear,

Hap

operating theatres in Bonner’s Ferry and
Newport; Sid Turner from Yakima; Ed
Halberg and He?iry Davidson from Port
Angeles; Ned Edris, Tacoma; Mickey de
Leo, Port Townsend; Norman Clydes from
Langley, and among the out-of-towners at
the Oxtoby dinner were Al Finkelstein
from Portland; Martin Brown, Yakima;
E. W. Groesbeck, Enumclaw; Chuck
Charles, Everett.
Ted Champion was seen on the Row
for the first time in months and staying
long enough to eat lunch . . . L. J. McGinley, Jimmie Brooks, and Leroy V.
Johnson, all branching out with new cars
. . . Four very hot spring days knocked a
hole in show business in this town the
past

Gene Kohler Treasurer
Ol Graumans Chinese
Los

have left for a three-week stay in Los
Angeles. Ben will combine business with
pleasure.

Junior and Dorothy Mercy went to
Camas, Wash., to help brother Edgar and
Wife, Verna, celebrate their first wedding
anniversary . . . Frank sr. and Mrs. Newman, back from the New York trip . . .
Hugh Bruen of Whittier, Cal., up here
in the interests of his \f>th Street Theatre . . . Non-residents visiting this past
week included, John and Sue Marvel from
Sunnyside; Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie Ewing,
32-D

Angeles — Gene

Kohler

him to
signed.

replace

Lon

is the

Bengston,

I'HE
a Fox
first-run,
and has
the
last Denver,
to maintain
a top
of 50 cents,
cut it’s top price to 40 cents. This follows
the cut of five cents for portions of the
day

by the

State, Isis and

Wayne Ball, Columbia exchange manager, has been promoted to manage the Los
Angeles branch. Bob Hill, Salt Lake City
manager, has had Denver added to his
territory, with headquarters here.

new

who

re-

Consider a Nationwide
Tour lor Martha Raye
Hollywood — Paramount

Seattle — George Mitchley has been
named Seattle branch manager for General Films by Eddie Hudson. Hudson, who
owns northwest rights for General Films
distribution, makes his headquarters in
Portland.

Vinicot Buys Building
On L. A . Filmrow
Los Angeles — Harry Vinicof, of the Vinicof circuit, has purchased a two-story
building in the heart of Filmrow. He plans
to redecorate it, utilize the upstairs as offices and rent out the lower portion.

Angeles — The Arrow, a 10-cent admission house, has closed indefinitely. It
operated by Henry Heber.

REVIEW

winding up an M-G-M assignment, pulls
out for an April 7 opening in Detroit, to
be followed by stopovers in Chicago and
New York. The comedian will be accompanied by Jack Norton. It is his first
p.a. jaunt in more than six years.
Hugh Herbert is in San Francisco for

TEXAS,

THE

ly, diverting action

(M-G-M)— A

programmer

spright-

with

ener-

getic Dennis O'Keefe, a polo-playing cowhand, who shows the effete east a few
tricks.

A

should

score

high

calibre

solidly.

Edgar Selwyn
directed.

COMPLETE

produced;

production
Cast

is

Simon

on the above

pictures will appear in an early issue
of BOXOFFICE.

Gate

A Production Company
Is Formed in Frisco
San Francisco — Gordon Burdge and Ed
Bias, operators of the Twentieth Century
theatrical booking agency here, have organized Peninsular Pictures and will produce eight features a year on San Francisco locations.
company,

backed

by

local capital,

Their first production will be “Moon
Over Monterey,” in English and Spanish.
It is expected to get underway the latter
part of June.
lined
up.
Technical
staff workers

are

now

being

which

splendid.

S. Sylvan

REVIEWS

at the Golden

plans to produce “B” pictures in English
and Spanish for distribution in this country and in South America.

*

FLASHES
FROM

Die,” following
chalked up by

Smiley Burnette, Republic comedian, returns April 12 after a personal appearance
trek through Kentucky, Alabama and
Tennessee. Arthur Treacher, currently

The

KID

a

in con-

Dark

Los

.

Raye

the picture in Salt Lake City and Phoenix
as a result of her appearances in those
cities. The comedienne was accompanied
on her Salt Lake City trek by Terry DeLapp, studio publicity director, and was
guested by Governor Henry Blood, among
other luminaries of the city and state.

a week’s engagement
Theatre there.

was

is considering

tour for Martha

junction with “Never Say
the boxoffice achievement

Mitchley Seattle Branch
Head lor General Films

in Los Angeles

subse-

Ed Mapel, owner of three dime grinds
on Curtis St., is running for the city council. He opposes Louis Straub , who has been
on the council for years.

nationwide

Arrow

Plaza,

quent rims.

Paul Hoppen, former theatre operator,
has leased the Mammoth Gardens for a
long period, and will rent it out for special
occasions.

treasurer of Grauman’s Chinese Theatre,
transferring from the Strand in Pasadena. Fox West Coast executives chose

Frederick and Jimmy Brooks, off to Chicago to attend the convention of 20th
Century-Fox . . . Neal Walton, back from
his meeting in Los Angeles . . . Mel Hulling, coast division head for Monogram,
spending some time here and Portland,
then back home again . . . J. and Gene
von Herberg, hosting a double birthday
dinner in honor of Leroy Johnson and
Neal Walton . . . Word from Bob Armstrong tells of him now doing publicity
in Canton, Ohio . . . Ben Shearer and wife

week.

D IE N V IE R

Now

Astor Pictures

Los Angeles — Selected Pictures, owned
by William Kohler and Max Shapiro, has
acquired franchise rights in this territory
to Astor Pictures, and will henceforth be
known by that name. Astor headquarters
in New York.
BOXOFFICE
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MINNESOTA'S DIVORCEMENT MEASURE FINDS
ALLIED OCCUPYING THE ROLE OF BYSTANDER
Reliance Now Is Placed
On Federal Action to
Achieve Separation
Minneapolis — Northwest

Allied

States

at a special meeting this week was to decide to stay on the sidelines and not make
any

fight to put over the theatre divorcement bill introduced in the state legislature after President W. A. Steffes of the
organization last week had announced
that the body was not interested in any
divorcement legislation at present and
had abandoned its plans to push the
measure.
Introduction of the bill came as a complete surprise to Steffes, he says. The
Northwest Allied president was in Chicago
when

the

measure made its belated appearance in the house. Its sponsorship is
still enshrouded in mystery. None of the
independent exhibitor leaders are aware
that it would be introduced or know who
is behind it, as far as can be learned.
With only approximately two weeks of
the present legislative session remaining
and with Gov. H. B. Stassen showing no
interest in the matter, the bill is believed
to have little or no chance for passage.
North

Dakota’s repeal of its theatre divorcement law, and the consequent termination of the federal court suit before the
U. S. Supreme Court could pass on its
constitutionality, caused Steffes to drop
the fight for divorcement in Minnesota,
although he believes that this reform is
necessary to save independent exhibitors.
Steffes points out that three years
would elapse before a Minnesota theatre
divorcement law could become effective,

Kansas Adjournment
Kills Film Bills
Topeka — When

the Kansas

state

the

film

trade

died

either

endar or in committee.
the

proposals

of

sev-

importance
on

the

Included

production

tribution from exhibition.

to
cal-

were

Representative

liamson to divorce

Wil-

and

legislature

would

compel

the

Representa-

Moving
theatre

swiftly

for a

short

time,

the

"divorce" bill was reported favorably out of the senate committee,

but was
tion.

BOXOFFICE

slowed

by

strenuous

opposi-

MW

itself of its 85

Under the measure’s terms, all theatre
owners in the state would be required to
file an affidavit annually, swearing under oath that no producer or distributor
had any direct, or indirect, influence in
the ownership or operation of their showhouses. Penalty for violation would be a
$10,000
both.

fine, or one-year

imprisonment,

Trade

Stirs Minny

or

Minneapolis — Northwest Allied States is
aroused over threatened passage by the

President
lied.

Minnesota state legislature of a bill aiming to outlaw theatre cash gift nights and
another measure providing for daylight
saving during the late spring and the
summer.

Northwest Allied will oppose both proposed laws vigorously. Exhibitors have
been called upon to use pressure on their
legislators in a fight to defeat the bills.

Many theatres throughout the state
would be forced out of business by passage of the anti-cash night bill, while
daylight saving would cut seriously into
the income of showhouses, according to

Court Lowers

Assessment

On Des Moines

was

there-

The

theatre building-owners had appealed the 1933 assessment of $100,647 on
the grounds that it was excessive and
unfair in relation to values on similar
property.

The

assessment

of property

for

that year was used as the basis for figuring taxes for 1933, 1934, 1935 and 1936.

" Tobacco Road" to Play
At Liberty , Lincoln
to hit here

in

more than a year is Howard Federer's
booking of “Tobacco Road” for a matinee and night performance, May 4. He
has it spotted for the Liberty which has
been the legit house in the past, but is
now running
tures.

dual

features

follows

straight

Sioux

City

cash

A. Steffes

gift night

of Northwest

bill was

Al-

rushed

through

the house committee which considered it and was recommended for passage. Northwest Allied has asked the committee to reconsider the action and hold a
public hearing at which it would present
arguments against such a law.
If the committee

Orpheum

value

The

W.

refuses the request and

the

Des Moines — District Judge John J.
Halloran Thursday ruled that the Orpheum Theatre building was worth $140,000 in 1933 and, on the 60 per cent of true
value basis then used to establish taxable

Lincoln date
Council Bluffs.
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to divest

Games

Lincoln — First roadshow
to eli-

Co.

theatres in the state 12 months after passage. It aims to avert an attack on its
constitutionality by providing that if any
of its provisions are declared invalid the
remainder of the act shall not be affected.

to Cash

dis-

tive Hackney's bill to broaden the
power of the state censor board, and
Representative Smith's measure
minate the censor group.

Minnesota

Amusement

Legislative Menace

valuation, its assessed
fore $84,000.
leg-

islature adjourned late this week,
eral bills of outstanding

inasmuch as its provisions would not be
operative until a year after passage and
then two more years would be consumed
by litigation attacking its validity. The
goal will be gained much sooner, he
hopes, inasmuch as theatre divorcement
is one of the objectives of the federal government’s anti-trust suit against a group
of major producer-distributors. As a result of this suit or passage of a divorcement bill in some other state, the issue
should reach the U. S. Supreme Court in
the comparatively near future, he thinks.
The bill now before the Minnesota state

picand

bill goes through the house, Northwest Allied hopes to defeat it in the senate. The present legislative session has
only two more weeks to go.
The gift night bill is aimed primarily
at Bank Night which has been held by
the state supreme court to be legal under
the

anti-lottery law if conducted in accordance with its rules. The measure defines lotteries in a different way in an
effort to halt the theatre cash gift nights.
“Many theatres, particularly in the
smaller towns and in the neighborhood
districts of the larger cities, depend on
cash gift nights for whatever operating
profit they now are able to make,” asserts
Steffes. “Much of the time, with straight
pictures, they operate at a loss, but they
make enough on the cash gift nights to
carry them over. If they are unable to
hold cash

gift nights

a considerable

num-

ber will be forced into insolvency.”
St. Paul now is the only town in the
state where the theatres are not permitted
to hold cash gift nights. A city ordinance
is construed by the city attorney to prohibit them. Exhibitors there are hopeful
that the ban eventually will be removed.
The
and

daylight saving bill has been introduced at every session in recent years
always defeated.

H. J. Griffith to Kansas City
To Seal Dickinson Deal

More Unionization
Efforts Worry
Minneapolis

—

Independent

exhibi-

tors' woes, occasioned by poor business and other worries, are being ag-

Kansas

City — The

Glen

W.

Dickinson

Theatres, Inc., Monday becomes the Griffith-Dickinson Theatres, Inc., when H. J.
Griffith and Partnership Theatres, Inc.,
R. E. Griffith’s company, take over half
interest in the Dickinson chain. H. J.
Griffith will be here personally to assume
joint operation of the 28 houses in western Missouri, Kansas, and Iowa, with
Glen W. Dickinson.
Active theatres included in the deal are
the Dickinson and Carleton, Manhattan;

gravated currently by

Homecoming Dinner
For John Moffitt
day night to welcome back to Kansas City, John C.
Moffitt, cinema
critic of the Kansas
City Star, who has
been in Hollywood
scripting
mount.

— all in Kansas; the Peoples, Pleasant
Hill; Dickinson, Slater; Dickinson, Fayette; Chief, Marceline; Macon, Macon;
Dickinson Chillicothe; Karyl, Milan;

Fire Damages

a

Junction City, Kas. — The Dickinson
Theatre here was slightly damaged by fire
last week.

^LVTN HENDRICKS
expects every mail
to announce he’s an uncle. Message
will be from his sister in Texas . . . Ray
Holtz and his Mrs. were in town last week,
en route to Omaha. Says the fishing has
opened up and Bonnie, the cashier down
in Fairbury, has been having bullhead
breakfasts already.
Mike Roth dropped in to see if he could
get a good review on a trailer. He thinks
the ideal dual feature would he two of
his trailers ballyhooing the same coming
attraction . . . Joe Scott slipped down to
see if Joe Cooper really meant what he
said when he promised to be back in two
weeks. Spent the day visiting on theatre
Row, because there was no Joe . . . Good
Friday not tough enough anyway, theatres
will be faced on opening night with Blue
Turn-

By the time youse guys read this, Boxoffice may be bruised and battered trying to get to the head of the list to hold
Ann Sheridan’s hand in Dodge City, Kas.
... Ed Vaughan and Bob Huffman helped
make up the Sunday Journal and Star
special section which was devoted to the
Nebraska. Had to get up about the time
they usually go to bed . . . Bob Livingston,
with no more legislative worries, is ducking to Tucson, Ariz., to see his wife who
is recovering from a severe attack of flu.

26

for

Para-

Senn
Lawler of
Fox Midwest emceed
the

John

c. moffitt

show, and Arthur Cole introduced
Mary
Jo Louth,

four-year-old child the club has adopted
for medical care. Mary Jo is crippled from
the effects of infantile paralysis.
Moffitt told several amusing
the stars at work and play.

Dickinson

Barron at pop prices at the dancery,
pike Casino.

50 attended the
Clubrooms Mon-

stories on
Especially

funny was W. C. Fields’ sherry drinking.
Moffitt wrote the screenplays, “Ride a
Crooked Mile” and “I’m From Missouri.”

Bob
on

Moon, who used to handle the Hollywood news for the Lincoln Theatre Corp.
KFOR
here, was signed this week by

CBS,

Hollywood. He’s the youngest announcer on the CBS staff, making the
grade in an elimination contest with 100
others and he’s only 21 . . . Harvey Traylor was taken from the Lincoln to the

Nebraska for the assistant manager’s stint
. . . George Monroe jr. didn’t know there
were so many bones where he sat down
until he took up horseback riding and
swore to high heaven they all were punching through . . . Wally Johnson, who used
to be a familiar dancehall figure around
here, hasn’t been seen about lately. Business must be pressing in Friend.
Unless Lincoln gets its dual feature mess
straightened out, Izzy Kuhl, in Seward,
is promising to go to two on weekends.
The attorney general, Walter Johnson, just
ruled against Izzy’s pet “job night” . . .
Lincoln’s theatre Row laid out the welcome
mat for two newcomer managers this week,
Sid Rose at Warner and Joe Jacobs at
Columbia. A couple of nice gents to meet
. . . “Dodge City” is rivalling “Union
Pacific” in ballyhoo in this territory.
The

Sunday

Journal

and

Star got out a

five-page special section for the bow of the
•new Nebraska Theatre, when the entire
proceeds

of the

first night’s

ticket

sale

under

along

however,

will

be

in

these
The

are

is
on

lines

present

confidently

on this occasion.
that many of their
forced

ness if operating
They

this task

move

unavailing.

predicting success
Exhibitors claim
numbers

When

will

efforts

been

organizers,

Herington; Booth, Independence; Dickinson and Uptown (closed), Parsons; Dickinson, Hiawatha; Dickinson, Osawatomie;
Dickinson, Paola; Dickinson, Beloit; Dickinson, Olathe; Dickinson, Ellsworth; Dickinson, Great Bend; Dickinson, Osage City

The Dickinson in Mission Hill Acres,
new house, is not in the deal.

in St. Paul.

completed they
Minneapolis.
Previous

Dickinson and Varsity, Lawrence; Dickinson and Cozy, Junction City; Dickinson,

Booth, Rich Hill; Ritz, Cameron — all in
Missouri, and the Dickinson at Creston,
la.

janitors

have

Kansas City — Around
steak dinner at Variety

efforts

way to unionize their theatres.
Organizers now are trying to line up
ticket sellers and takers, ushers and

costs

out
are

of

busi-

increased.

insist, in fact, that it is imperative that these costs be reduced. While

operating costs are at a peak level, incomes are scraping rock bottom, they
point

out.

Skouras Drive Plan
To Fox Midwest
Kansas
Skouras

City — Details

of

showmanship campaign
ducted by National Theatres,

the

Spyros

to be conInc., were

presented this week to Fox Midwest executives by Arch M. Bowles, northern California division manager for Fox West
Coast and leader of the campaign.
Present also were E. C. Rhoden, Fox
Midwest president; Senn Lawler, head of
advertising and publicity, and District
Managers H. E. Jameyson of Wichita,
Fred Souttar of St. Louis, and Ed Haas,
City.
Harry
McClure and Lon Cox of Kansas
Bowles emphasized the showmanship
keynote of the campaign and said that the
six participating divisions will be awarded
prizes totaling $26,000, the contest to be
launched April 9 for a 13-week period.
A total of $5,350 will be split among the
winning districts, prizes ranging from
$1,000 down to $350. Further, $1,350 wiil
be distributed to 12 bookers in the competing territories, in amounts from $275
to $75. As a reward for the best showmanship ideas turned in during the campaign, $1,000 has been set aside. The balance will be split among high-ranking
theatre managers.

went to charity,
going for $1.

each

of the

1,236 seats

Speaking of Barney Oldfield, the Sunday
Journal and Star film columnist and his
working tools, John Bentley, sports editor,
committed a typographical error while
punching out his own stint. Inadvertently,
he claims, he wrote:
“. . . Oldfield
Fellow

and

employes

his trypewriter

agreed

BOXOFFICE

. . .”

whole-heartedly.
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JOWANS

mimeographed inarevitations getting
to join the Joy Hodges fan

club . . . Dues are 50 cents
able to Vivian Bretz, 4540
Ave., Chicago, 111.
There’s

picture of Ferdinand labeled “Sy” being
pulled by two horses, Chuck Plows and
dark horse Delbert Christy . . . R. E.
Hacker’s kids have the mumps and he’s
promised Hal a set (of mumps) . . . Mike
Riley and Bob Leach of RKO are ready
to tee off again for those 5 a. m. golf
sessions wading dew to their knees . . .
Mike is the guy, you know, who looks at
HIS watch to see if the radio time signal is
correct.

Parking’’ sign in front
of the Orpheum Theatre here, but Manager Emil Franke doesn’t mind. In fact
he was leaning his 180 pounds on it the
other night while passing friends stopped
for words about the March lamb.
The

a

a year, payN. Magnolia

“No

column

owes

a

vote

of thanks

don’t like ’em atall . . . Johnny Thomas
of Tri-States Accessories sent the boys a

to
The boys say Palmer Mortvedt had a
wheel loose . . . you coulda knocked lies

Columbia’s Jack Thoma. We thought we
had don© a good job of convincing Newsman Clayton of the merits of Boxoffice,
but Thoma adds his bit by sending Clayton reprints of Boxoffice items about
Columbia pictures.

& McKenney’s
their ride in
here

.

eyes off with a stick after
that $25,000 Skelly plane

. . Dick Kappler bemoans his inability to win a bet, but he oughta know
than to risk even a cup of coffee

better

on anything as capricious
status . . . ten helped Ernie

It’s a
wonder somebody didn’t say
something about the placement of the
theatre ads in the Register the day they

as a
lady’s
Rmards sing

“Happy Birthday” Thursday . . . Morris
Smith won’t knoio ’til now that we had
a ride in his car Saturday, and even now

ran opposite the market page with “Tail
Spin” featured in big type. Or didn’t anyone else lose a shirt?

he’ll wonder how come . . . the boys in
the hauling end of the biz ought to be
warned that tossing those fast remarks

We suppose Sy Harlan at Iowa Film
and Hal Robinson at Film Transportation

around won’t help to limber up their arms
for the baseball games they’re so hopped
up about . . . General Tire showed a film,

will keep right on wearing those pinkishlooking shirts even when they find out we

... AW, SHUCKS!
From

look forward to the days
JJOOKERS
Charles Marks robs Garner, la., to decorate the Row with his derby and big
black cigar ... he replenishes their stock
of stories and gives them a chance to exercise their chuckles, they claim. J. O.
Doop

of Adel is another little ray of sunshine folks like to have around.

L. P. Gilligan, that left-handed Irishman from Kanawha and Sheffield, likes
his plug — not a hoss

in sight, either!

Bob

and Zoe Dawson at Redfield deserve some recognition for selecting one
of the few really original theatre names
in existence. They call their house the
“RoZoDa” which is a combination of the
first two letters from each one’s name including that of a daughter. The Dawsons have recently purchased the theatre
building and are doing some remodeling.
Bob

Bernau

of Lake

the

Tall

Corn

—

By

RENE

on

Main

Street

Lee

in Newton,

under

J. H.

The boys at Iowa Film hope A. D. Hahn
of Bedford and Blockton will read this and
ask Mrs. Hahn to make them another batch
of that delicious candy she always sends
at Christmas time.

City likes his sleep,

but

neverthless, duty calls and you’ll always find him up’n at ’em at a snappy
1 p. m.

D.

A.

Fitzgibbons

of

Velma Oberg, Bert Thomas’ steno at
Republic, will move her notebook and pencil to Central States’ offices where she is
to take her Dear-Sirs from H. M. WarMae

ren in the future. She’s replacing Ida
Guenther there, who has decided that

a

woman’s place is in the home — sometimes, anyhow . . . Woe to us! It isn’t
enough that that radio program has our
Mitzi Lee rushing around madly yelling
“Heigh-Yo Silver!!!” from dawn ’til dark,
Marian Temple hasta send us envelopes
from Republic with the words
ed all over the face.
Carl Sokolof’s wife is
Grmid, sister of Bobby,
yards on a shoe-string
historic East-West game

boxoffice has the most decorative occupant we’ve seen in DM. She looks like Joy
Hodges, only prettier . . . Harry Holdsberg
is an expert rug-cutter . . . Lou Lepovitz
at

the

Iowa Theatre with “Blondie,"
(Continued on page 32)

Grand must be the original personality kid
if we believe what they say about him on
the Row.

Armstrong

is a

Bill Johannsen at Paullina does a little whittling on the side. He carves
very

fine busts of Lincoln and other famous characters out of black walnut. At

present he’s working on a beautiful handcarved walnut molding to go around his
den.

John

Sherman

Stansell,

Jack Kuech of Charles City is supposed
to be the typical Iowa showman.
Last

Monday

BOXOFFICE

was

the

big election
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(or

Joe

Theatre

stuck, and pulled out a whole
chairs in struggling to her feet?

Joe Weaver of Cedar Rapids has a flattering reputation for paying his bills in
these parts.

sign on

Service

What Iowa theatre owner was dickering
for new chairs when a lady patron who
was a bit more than pleasingly plump
fell through one of the old seats, got

Exhibitor’s

Married”
la.

of the

Supply in Des Moines is up to bat at
tor.
Laurens
for Jim Fair’s vacationing opera-

first-class agent on the railroad in addition to being a first-rate exhibitor.

Hang this “Just
Cass jr. in Coggon,

the former Sarah
who ran some 50
pass to bag that
for Lee Township

years ago . . . Don Allen’s wife, Mary, has
exquisite taste (why not take her along
when you select that Easter outfit, A. H.
and G. Ralph?) . . . The Lincoln Theatre

sales resistance

R. C. Hoadley
Mr. Thomkins, who trained at the
Grande in Knoxville, expects to open the
Winfield, la., theatre April 2. He bought
from Ed L. Hahn who will concentrate
on Morning Sun now.

emblazon-

la.,

Following a trip to Lincoln by A. H.
Blank accompanied by G. Ralph Branton,
Dave Dewey and Evert Cummings, word
is getting around that the Paramount
partnership may be extended into that
situation. Blank looked over the Stuart
now

Wed-

.

and yell “Volley Ball!” and two to one
you’ll find George Hundling beside you in
nothing flat asking, “Where do we play?”

and Nebraska properties
Cooper and Paramount.

at its banquet

McCLUSKEY

rejection) day at Stuart, la., and
Henry was personally involved.
Stand

“The Elastic Dollar”
nesday.

shot

of Humeston

20th-Fox

booker,

row of
Result:

to pieces.
told P. E.

one

of

the

best Bank Night tales we’ve heard: A
young hitch-hiker hits town with $1.00 in
his pocket and plans to spend the night
in jail. He squandered his cash on food
and a theatre ticket which netted him
the $100 prize!

That lady who wants things done “Right
now!” is Lillian Rittenmeyer of the Casino in Des Moines . . . Lou Kahn of the

Cliff Niles of Anamosa must be a verit(Continued on page 32)
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No Action Is Taken

"

On Anti-Dual Bill
Lincoln — No

further

action

has

been

When it was broached to the council by
Howard Federer, city manager of the
Nebraska Theatres, Inc. (four houses), and
Bob Livingston, owner-manager of the
Capitol, and approved by Mrs. Lawrence
Wentz, president of the Better Films
Council, the city fathers referred it to
City Attorney Clarence Miles with word
that he should go into the legal phases
of the act.
the ordinance

did not

come

up

this week was due to Miles’ lack of time
to give the act sufficient study. Some
attorneys believe the council is without
power to pass
tory nature.

on

matters

of this regula-

J. H. Cooper Enterprises (three theatres)
here, represented by City Manager Bob
Huffman, makes up the opposition to the
measure.
day.

It probably

will be heard

Mon-

been

killed in com-

Doyle offered to cut down the assessment to 10 cents per square foot when the
outdoor advertisers said 25 cents per square
foot would cost $10 more per board per
year than the average rental.
Committee in making the kill said the
bill was too discriminatory.
Of indirect interest to the film business,
it would have amounted to doubling the
space

rental charges on boards in Nebraska. Both M-G-M and Warner have been
heavy users in the last few years. Circus
and outdoor shows should especially heave
a sigh of relief, since their 8’s and 24sheets would have come under the ruling,
because

there was no provision for temporary postings, which would have been
affected as well as regular ones.

City — With

a new

meeting on March 23 resulted
tion of the following officers:

in the elec-

Harry Wheeler, Paramount booker,
president: Charles Crawford, 20th-Fox
adman, first vice-president; Nelson Burrus, Paramount adman, second vice-president; M. E. Anderson, Paramount booker,
A1 Adler,

Wheeler replaces
Metro Premium Co.

28

“Not so good. We didn’t get much of
a crop last year, and it is pretty dry now.
Subsoil's dry. The wheat did come
through after a wet snow we had recently .. . How does it look up around Platte
“Oh,

fine.”

“I heard

you

were

getting some

oil play

City?”
“Oh, we don’t take much stock in the
up there.”
oil. It’s rain that’s helping us. The crops
look fine. We’re getting a good price for
hogs and cows. Why, only last week I
took a $75 cow in on a Model T Ford I
sold a farmer, and two days later got my
money out of the animal. I’ve got a good
team of horses I picked up this week. In
many cases the farmers trade in hogs for
autos — I’ve got hams and bacon all over
the place. I sold six cars this last week.”
“Yeah. But how’s the show business?”
“Oh, that? That’s different. We
showed to 42 last night. Show business

Metro
Stanley

booker,

treas-

Goldberg

of

Omaha — Two more changes among Filmrow distributors here were announced
when Otto Siegel, Buffalo, N. Y., arrived
to assume managership of the Universal
office and the Monogram franchise, previously held by L. O. Ringler, was transferred to Sol Francis, American Distributing Corp.
Siegel replaces Roy Palmquist at Universal. Palmquist will be transferred to
Kansas

City and will work
versal office there.

by the presentation

of the film

the week before, the “Ice Follies of 1939”
show drew record crowds to the Arena,
grossing more than $70,000 for ten days,
or 12 performances, and exceeding last
year’s figures by several thousand.
For four nights and two matinees,
& Fontanne in two
mately $18,000 to

Lunt

plays pulled approxithe Lyceum. Harry

Hirsch's stock burlesque set a new high
for an opening spring season week at the
Gayety, grossing more than $5,000.

“The

Beachcomber”

George Weeks, Monogram vice-president, was in Omaha for three days conferring with Francis relative to the franchise transfer. Francis left for Chicago
where he joined Weeks to continue on to
New York to complete details of the
change.
Ringler plans to return to Kansas City
and
field. will probably enter the exhibition
Francis

Named

My

Darling

Main

hopes

to continue

of his present quarters.
said.
be remodeled to furnish
Since

January

operating

out

The office will
more space, he

1, five distributors

managers including
nounced this week.

have

the two

an-

Craigs Close the Strand
For General Repairs
Pierce, Neb. — The Strand Theatre
recently purchased by Mr. and Mrs.

here,
C. A.

Craig, has been closed to undergo a general remodeling. Work is expected to be
completed in time for an Easter opening.
The house, which will be renamed the
Pierce, will be completely remodeled and
redecorated throughout. New Duo SoundMaster sound equipment will be installed
and new carpeting laid. A neon marquee
will add much to the beauty of the house.
Scott-Ballantyne
the remodeling job.
Installation
Lusa Theatre
Seats

Co., Omaha,

is doing

of new seats at the Minne
here is nearing completion.

are being installed
lantyne Co., Omaha.

by

Scott-Bal-

finished

two weeks at the Century and “Assassin
of Youth” played for three at the Time.
The Orpheum had a terrific week with
Lou Breese, Stepin Fetchit, etc., on the
stage plus “Yes,
on the screen.

out of the Uni-

Sol Rose is at Warner Bros., Joe Jacobs at Columbia, and Freddie Horn at
Columbus.

Minneapolis — Although business generally has been badly off here, encouraging
signs continue to make their appearance
from time to time.
Helped

Shifting Scene on
Omaha Filmrow

changed

Encouraging Note
In Minneapolis

the World.

cast of offi-

cers, the Cinema Club, Reel No. 1, is planning a bigger year than ever for the second annum of its existence. The annual

secretary;
urer.

“How’s business out your way,” R. G.
Young of Platte City, Mo., who also operates the Dodge-Plymouth agency there,
asked A. H. Dula of Hollywood, Kas.

“Pygmalion” is in the midst of a long
loop engagement. It ran two weeks at the
Century and now is in its fourth week at

Cinema Club Elects Its
Second Years Slate
Kansas

two

eventually.”

Lincoln — The bill which would tax billboard advertising space 25 cents per square
foot, authored by Senator Doyle here in
has

between

isn’t so good. Why, we even give ’em
credit. The girls write their names on a
slip of paper. Most of them pay, too,

Committee Kills Proposal
To Tax Neb. Billboards

the unicameral,
mittee.

Diiierent"

Kansas City — Conversation
exhibitors :

taken on the city’s proposed ordinance
limiting film programs to 2 hours and 15
minutes.

Reason

That's

Daughter”

Street

Twin City Variety Club to
Hold an Easter Frolic
Minneapolis — The Twin City Variety
Club is holding an Easter party in its club
rooms Sunday night, April 9.
Tickets

will include

a buffet supper

and

Sauk Centre, Minn. — F. L. Parsons, who
opened his new $50,000 Main Street Theatre here March 7, advises that he named

everything that goes with it, according to
an announcement by Ray Wylie, chairman
of the entertainment committee.

the theatre after Sinclair
that name.
Lewis was
Centre.

invite two guests, in addition
bers of his immediate family.

Lewis’ book by
born in Sauk

Each

club

member

will be

BOXOFFICE

allowed

to

to mem-
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Earl Courter, Gallatin,
THE ROW:
Mo.; Tom Edwards, Eldon, Mo.; A. J.
Simmons, Lamar, Mo.; Ralph Hackett,
Crescent, Fairfax, Mo.; Mr. and Mrs. John
Brandt, Oregon, Mo.; J. E. Pennington,
and Mrs. Pennington, Cozy, Crystal, and
Best, Topeka, Kas.; Glen Newbold, Yates
Center, Kas.; Virgil Green and Mrs.
Green, LaPlata, Mo.; F. L. Lowe, Sterling,
Kas.; Bill Forrest, Joplin, Mo.; H. L. Hyde,
Geneseo, Kas.; Frank Anderson, Kirksville, Mo.; Paul Taylor, Richmond, Mo.;
Rex Barrett, Columbia, Mo.; H. Danberry
and son Will, King City, Mo.; R. M.
Brown, New Franklin, Mo.; Earl Binney,
Pattensburg, Mo.; A. H. Dula, Hollywood,
Kas.; R. G. Young, Platte City, Mo.; Votel
Gettier, Sedalia, Mo.
QN

Charley Potter is redecorating the Baltis — and doing his own work. Charley is
right handy with the brush, too . . . Ernie
Block, 12 years with Universal, nine of
them here, will work out of the Kansas
City office of Warner Bros. Block went
with WB last week.
From Tom Edwards, Eldon, Mo.: “There
has never been an aggregation of pictures
such as these ever before shown in one
community, one theatre, one county, one

Cummings and Bgrne First-Runs Aplentg
Seen for Lincoln
Dig Into Research
Omaha — Extensive

The

men

have

spent

Fox

ing at St. Joseph’s

Midwest

booker,

is in

named : “Ben Hur,” “Birth of a Nation,” “Trader Horn,” “Holiday,” etc.

A special item for Mother’s Day is the
picture, “The Mother,” Jimmie Foland of
Independent Theatre Supply has received.
The

picture starts with Whistler’s painting. The camera moves up to the picture
and the action takes place in the frame.
A girl in old fashioned dress is shown by
the cradle of a little boy; the picture fades
out and focuses again, this time on the
same girl as an old woman who is reading
a letter from her son that he can’t be
with her Mother’s Day. She looks at her
hands, falls asleep, and while she is asleep,
the son comes home.

modern, must be taken out so as not to
spoil the effect. They are imbedded deep
in cement and present a real problem

tags, that lamps and “burning fluid” were
advertised. Kerosene was something new.
Watering troughs for the many horses,
which will be on the streets during the

and they can’t be used for hitching posts.
But plans, the results of many meetings,
are fast taking shape and the celebration
enthusiasm gets bigger every day.

celebration, must be provided.
meters on the street, which are

TRADE
—

DIRECTORY

A HANDY

EQUIPMENT

AND

GUIDE

FOR

HA.

Offer — Priced

EXHIBITOR

National

Phone:

St.

Victor 8796

Great Western Stage Equipment Co.
817 Holmes St.
T. L. Greening, Mgr.
Phone: Victor 9078

Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation

SERVICE

K. C. SOUND
Syncrofilm

Sound

SERVICE

Equipment

and Service

1818 Wyandotte St.
W. P. Humston

SOUND

HA

4783

ENGINEER

ENGINEER

0134

C. R. BUTLER

St. Joseph, Mo.
Phones

Co., Indp't
Phone

City, Mo.

Sound System Installation and Service
Midwest Service Corporation
2606 Monterey St.

Stebbins Theatre Equipment Co.
1804 Wyandotte St.
C. H. Badger, Mgr.
Phone: GRand
Theatre Equipment
Wichita, Kas.

18th St. — Kansas

SOUND

Central Theatre Equipment Company
Western Electric - Mirrophonic Sound
Motiograph Projectors
E. C. Leeves, General Manager
130 W. 18th St.
Tel. HArrison 3345

Southwest

and

Corp.

VI. 3535
109 W.

A. A. Electric Machinery Co.
Ernest Amoneno, Mgr.
St.

Air Conditioning

Engineering

to Sell.

Why Pay More?
G. A. Peterson
1389
2620 Charlotte
Kansas City, Mo.

1117 Cherry

—

AIR CONDITIONING

Peterson "Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
Blowers, washers, spray nozzels, office and
home units.
Special

THE

CITY TERRITORY

SUPPLIES

C. D. Peck, Mgr.
Miller made

one first-run, the Colonial two first-runs
and the Liberty two firsts per week, which
gives the town a total of 12 spinning
through projection machines each seven
days.

Among interesting items revealed are
that goods for sale did not carry price

Hospital.

Overheard ( laymen speaking) : “What's
the best movie you ever saw?” The question is a stumper. Try it yourself sometime. In this particular instance several

2-2153

"Service

2-4012—2-4115

As Near

As Your

Telephone”

trips over the weekend

to Chicago and Des Moines on TrailerMade and Book Treasures business . . .
Mike Roth of National Screen Service in
Omaha was a Row visitor last Saturday.
He was in town only two hours for medical
attention. Bedecked in a bright yellow
shirt with handkerchief to match, he was
cheerfully greeted and kidded.
BOXOFFICE

digging

have searched for 1869 newspapers and handbills to be sure advertisements are exact, that goods are displayed
as they were then.

three-day
Parking

on. With the opening of the Nebraska, the former J. H. Cooper policy

of grade “A” firsts goes from the Stuart,
a 1,900 seater, to the Nebraska, 1,236 seats.
Stuart takes the Lincoln pattern of
duals on week stands. The Lincoln then
steps in with dual splits, a total of seven
first-runs per week in the three theatres.
Varsity, Nebraska Theatres unit, uses

film’s

KANSAS

Menorah Hospital . . . H. H. "Doc” Barrett, who operates the Ritz, is convalesc-

Bev

weeks

now

They

Harry McClure, amiable district manager for Fox Midwest, has bought the
English style house at 6516 Summit. It
was built in 1931 as an exhibition home.

were

two

James.”

Karf,

Lincoln — A deluge of first-run features
is slated to hit theatre Row here from

up oldtime photographs to be sure Douglas St., adjoining the Omaha
Theatre,
which will be refronted in the 1869 vogue,
is authentic.

patrons don’t agree with him. Tom says
the largest crowd he ever had attend one
picture since he has been in Eldon saw

Alan

by Cecil B.

ranging decoration details for the
premiere here, April 28.

world

state, or one month,” he says of his April
lineup, which are strong words from an
exhibitor. And he backs up the boast with
a personal guarantee of a refund if his

“Jesse

research

DeMille and Paramount studios for “Union
Pacific” has nothing on laborious duties
of Evert Cummings, Tri-States district
manager, and Walter Byrne, Omaha, in ar-

NS

~

IATIO
OR ASSOC
EXHIBITTheatre
Independent
Owners
Association
1214 Brush Creek Road — VAlentine 2770
E. E. Webber jr., Pres. John Wolfberg, Sec.
K. M. T. A.
128 W.

18th St. —

fohn Staple, Pres.

Harrison

4825

R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

SCREEN
Alexander
Motion

PUBLICITY
Film

Company

Picture Advertising

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa
239 East 72nd Terrace
Phone:

Hlland

2694
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MINNEAPOLIS
^HE MONTEVIDEO
twins, John Cliplef
and Clayt Severson, in to attend a Welworth circuit luncheon meeting. Other
out-of-town managers
Carl Engstrom, New
Swanson, Red Wing.

present included
Ulm, and Eddie
The last named

gave a short talk on what the nine-foot
channel will mean to the show business
along

the Mississippi . . . Mannie Goodman, the valance man and popular with
the show crowd here, writes that he has
gone into the commercial business in
Cleveland.
Ray

Close,

master

of

ceremonies

at

Pantages Theatre’s “Lucky Star” nights,
guested an opposition house. He went on
the stage at the Granada, Minnesota
Amusement Co. neighborhood theatre, and
won $3.50 in a contest to determine which
man could diaper a baby with the most
speed and efficiency. Ray is a bachelor.
Charles DuRyck, the “Ten-o-Win” man,
in Minneapolis after a whirlwind Chicago
sales campaign, had a trade showing in
his suite at the Curtis Hotel . . . Udell Gill,
owner of the Lyric Theatre, Farmington,
Minn., back from a trip to Hollywood
where he placed his new novel, “Two Girls
and a Man,” in the hands of agents . . .
What with the war scare, “Nickey” Goldhammer of RKO
is finding his “Background for War,” March of Time reel, in
great demand.
Remember Way Back When: Ted Karatz and Frank Wosky sold and exploited
“Where Are My Children?” ... W. A.
Steffes worked in the mines in Illinois
. . . “Doc” Howe was treasurer of the old
Unique Theatre . . . Wally Yutzi, the projection man, used to run up to Canada for
a beer bust . . . Archie Miller managed the
Dewey Theatre (burlesque) on Washington Ave. . . . Sim Heller was principal of a
Grand Rapids, Minn., high school?
Eddie

Ruben

blossomed

out on St. Pat-

rick’s day with a green tie, shamrock and
everything . . . Sam Sherman, one of the
Reno
Ben

staff, has a play under consideration by a New York producer . . .
Spewak, financier, continues to mull

model his Grand Opera house
dark for some time.

South

Dakota

exhibitors

which

has

are cashing

in

on Paramount’s Lawrence Welk band
short. Welk and most of his band members are residents of this state and have
appeared in most of the more important
towns on numerous occasions while playing dances. The aggregation now is
styled

"Lawrence

Welk

and

His

Cham-

One Monthly Hit
Needed-Singer

take care of exhibitors’ needs at night
and on weekends. The number is Cherry
5353.
South

Dakota

Notes

from

Tommy

Cha-

rack: “Bill” Amacher, Just-rite Theatre,
Castlewood, is getting his “corn” game
outfit in shape for another season with
the Howard Amusement Co. “Bill” hits the
road starting in May at which time Mrs.
Amacher will take over the theatre operation . . . George Fosdick, Republic exchange salesman, has been covering
South Dakota the past fortnight . . . Although Frank McCarthy, operating the
State arid Fad theatres, Brookings, just
returned from a long motor trip through
Texas he will leave shortly again — this
time for the east to visit the New York
World’s Fair, returning via Louisville to
be on hand for the Kentucky Derby. When
he gets back to Brookings he plans to re-

Maitland

Frosch

of

National

Theatre

Supply back from a Florida vacation
which he and his missus greatly enjoyed
. . . Ben Blotcky of Paramount to Omaha
and Sioux Falls, S. D., on business . . .

M-G-M’s Canadian promotion representative, with headquarters in Toronto, Ont.,
here as guest of the Gilbert Nathansons
prior to a check-up at the Mayo Clinic,
Rochester.

Minneapolis — Mort H. Singer, veteran
and prominent theatre circuit operator,
calls upon Hollywood producers to turn
out an average of one boxoffice hit per
month for each leading first-run house
in the larger cities. If they can do that,
the showhouses will continue to be able
to exist. Otherwise, the future will be
clouded with much uncertainly.
Stopping over here en route east from
the west coast, Singer declared that film
houses must depend almost entirely on
film product for their existence because
few profitable stage attractions are available. He sees no hope for the revival of
vaudeville and does not believe the future
will witness any comeback of stage shows
generally.
“The profit that a first-run theatre
earn on a boxoffice hit once a month

can
will

carry it over the other three lean weeks,”
says Singer. “Because of diminishing buying power the public will patronize only
the outstanding attractions in profitable
numbers.”
Singer foresees an epidemic of demolitions of big de luxe theatres like the
Minnesota here, which have such large
operating costs that they cannot
ated profitably.

pagne Music” and is considered one of the
country’s ace name bands . . . Manager
Sherman Fitch and Salesman Ernie Frace
of the Sioux Falls RKO branch sporting
new Buicks.

Charlie Rubenstein, neighborhood exhibitor, looking trim and fit after a siesta in
Hot Springs, Ark. . . . Dewey Bloom,

be oper-

Wilk

theatre plans . . . “Kelly” Evidon, Warner’s enterprising ad sales manager, has
installed a home telephone so that he can
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Klock Turns Away 700
At Theatre Opening

Mort H. Singer, head of the Singer circuit and partner in the Minnesota Amusement Co. -Singer loop theatre pool here,
and Morgan Ames, his general manager,
visited with Bill Sears, Orpheum manager. . . J. L. Stern, Ben Friedman and
Sol Torodor, comprising the theatremen’s
team, working hard and efficiently on the
Jewish Federation drive.

Frank Eisenberg, United Artists’ salesman, driving a new car . . . Norman
Moray, Vitaphone general sales manager,
a visitor . . . W . J . Heineman, Universal
western division manager, called on Harold Johnson . . . 20th-Fox sales staff attending convention at the Congress Hotel,
Chicago, this week . . . Leona Sogge of the
M-G-M office staff marched to the altar
. . . Joe Behan, Warner head booker, recovered from his flu attack.
Among
the localities attending the
M-G-M
convention banquet in Chicago
were John J. Friedl and Walter Winchell
of the Minnesota Amusement Co., Harold
Field, W. A. Steffes, Bennie Berger and
Ted Bolnick . . . Henry Herber, Warner’s
new district manager, here for first time
since his appointment . . . Joe Wolf, Paramount city salesman, mourning the loss
of his mother. He flew to San Antonio to
attend the funeral.
Warner

Fredonia, Kas. — When Glen Klock, who
also operates the Klock Theatre in
Neodesha, Kas., opened his new Klock
Theatre here he turned away 700 people
at the first show. The new 425-seat
house, created within the walls of an
existing building, is a de luxe house and
one of the finest in that part of the state.
From Kansas City at the opening were
W. D. Myers, National Theatre Supply,
New York, and Walter Shreve and John
Kelley of the Kansas City office of the
supply company.

Brothers

here still in first place

in its division in the Sears’
and the division continues to
tire U. S. . . . Charlie Jackson
Charack out in front among
here . . . Ben Friedman back
trip to Kansas City . . . Twin
Club has passed its $25,000
drive for European
Back

from

sales contest
lead the enand Tommy
the salesmen
from a brief
City Variety
goal in the

refugees’ relief.

Chicago

where

he

went

to

witness a preview of Monogram’s new
Jackie Cooper picture, “Streets of New
York,” Charlie Weiner insists it’s the best
film ever turned out by his company,
“without

question

John

J. Friedl

of a doubt.”
and

Charlie

Winchell,

a

representing the Minnesota Amusement
Co., have just completed a 100 per cent
deal with J. McFarland for National

producer’s pact at Paramount. He’ll first
develop a unit in which pictures will be
directed by Henry Hathaway and Theodore
Reed.

Screen accessories and prevues for the entire chain . . . Warren Branton has resigned from the National Screen sales
staff. No successor has been appointed yet.

Jack Moss
Hollywood — Jack

a Producer
Moss

has

signed
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pOR
proof spring is nearly here, the
Exchange Building on Filmrow was
given a new paint trim last week. It is
green, In keeping with the season . . .
Larry Hensler, Universal salesman, was
sporting a new car, another announcement for spring, which moved in for a
week but went out as suddenly with snow.
Hazel Anderson, M-G-M
booker, spent
the weekend in Chicago visiting friends
. . . George R. Giroux, field representative
for Technicolor Motion Picture Corp.,
Hollywood, was a Filmrow visitor Monday. He was en route to Dodge City, Kan.,
and

the world premiere

Leon

Dizon,

WB

of “Dodge

salesman,

has

City.”
become

Filmrow's art critic. He won two pieces of
art in the drawing of the Motion Picture
Art Fund for German refugees. Eddie
Roserman, UA, was another winner . . .
Alice Neal is leading by a nose in the WB
Sears Drive with only two weeks to go.
John No
son, Neb.,
out since
been down
was sorry

ff singer at the Capitol, Madihas been getting a good worjchis operator and janitor have
with the mumps . . . Filmrow
to learn of the death of the

mother of M. A. Levy,
manager, Minneapolis.

20th-Fox

district

at the Omaha
crashers, who

is worrying about gate
may hide behind those

hoop

skirts, due in for the “Union Pacific” premiere. Lou Kozal, Tri-States ad
artist, has agreed to work out a solution
to the problem.

Cedar

brother Sol is all excited about the Monogram franchise. She looks for busy months
ahead . . . An elaborate front at the
Omaha for “Ice Follies of 1939”
comments from the theatregoers.
Mary Cerinda Duffy
Emerson at Tri-States
attempts to keep pace
for the premiere ... A

is stenoing for Ted
advertising, as Ted
with the big rush
special showing of

stuck-up actor, who
when fire threatened

emptied a
by offering
who

would

theatre
to sign
go out-

show

featuring

“Stagecoach.”

Don Nelson, booker at Monogram, has
gone to Dubuque, la., to take a job with
Interstate Power Co. . . . Mickey Larson,
Majestic, Oakland, Neb., has been confined
to his home due to illness . . . Paul Allison, in charge of accessories for RKO, was
here Monday.

dummy figures of the film’s stars on three
and Kemp on the fourth taking up tickets
sitting backwards.

child’s viewpoint in the various angles of
his development and condition his experiences accordingly.”
In answer to one
sheet reading
movies better

world premiere of “Union Pacific” . . .
Norman H. Moray, Vitaphone general
sales manager, visited the Warner Omaha
office Tuesday.
Harold

Smith,

Carson,

la., was

in for a

screening of “I’m From Missouri” last
week . . . R. S. Ballantyne of the Ballantyne Co., returned early last week from a
trip through the south where he called
on dealers relative to Duo-Sound Master,
Lightmaster and Magic Weather equipment.

BOXOFFICE

Camera

to Harttmann

Kansas City —
George Harttmann of
North Kansas City, Mound City, and Lees
Summit, Mo., has purchased a new 16 mm
Bell & Howell camera for taking home
town films. The machine was sold by
Stebbins Theatre Equipment Co.

name..

HOTEL MASK TWAIN
Travelers acclaim the fine food in
the two modern restaurants - the
Steamboat Cabin Coffee Shop and
the Old English Tap Room - they
praise the friendly atmosphere and
fine service - and they never forget
the modern rooms and the IDEAL
LOCATION
of the Mark Twain.

300 ROOMS

2

$

football prospects. He’ll be there at Lincoln early next fall when the Gophers and

Bill Miskell, out tv/o weeks with the flu,
returned to the Orpheum, which he manages, early last week . . . The service force

on the query

in your spare time?” Fifty-seven percent of the children answered an emphatic
“no” and indicated that they would rather
do other things either at home or out
of doors.

as

Joe Jacobs, new Columbia manager,
spent the weekend in Minneapolis. He returned with early reports on Minnesota

the Cornhuskers tackle. He hasn’t decided
as to his allegiance yet. He has always
been a loyal Minnesota fan.

question

“Do you like going to the
than anything else you do

FAIMiil

The New Grand Theatre at Worthington, Minn., equipped by Western Theatre
Supply Co., Omaha, will open April 2 . . .
The Town Theatre here has installed new
Western Electric sound equipment. The
house is owned by Ralph Goldberg.
Cliff Lewis, Paramount advertising
executive, was in Omaha, Wednesday, going over plans and preparations for the

school

of such a study: “Some day we will see
the wisdom of securing and using the

Wally Kemp, manager of the Grand at
Grand Island, received good response
from his promotion for “Going Places.”
Four wooden horses from a merry-goround were placed in the lobby with

grade

boys and girls in grades four to eight.
Dr. Ritter states his belief in the worth

The
as

Iowa

Dr. Ritter’s study sought to analyze
the leisure time activities of 700 Iowa

Shirley Temple in “Little Princess” was
scheduled for the Orpheum for Saturday
morning. Manager Bill Miskell at the
Orpheum will present an orchestra on the
stage during Easter Week in a special
score of Easter music.
Forester, Omaha manager, authored the short, short story in Liberty
magazine recently. The story was about a

Ia. —

In fact most of them (meaning children
between the ages of 9 and 13) would
rather stay home and play or listen to
Charlie McCarthy than go to the show.

drew

Eddie

Falls,

youngsters aren’t the film fans that the
average person believes them to be, according to a study by Dr. E. L. Ritter of
the extension division of Iowa State
Teachers college.

Mary Francis, who keeps things in order at American Distribution Co., for

autographs for children
side orderly.

Omaha will present an old fashioned square dance on the stage, April 28,
an added attraction to the midnight

Show Going Not a
Major Interest

T. V. LOR AN, Mgr

ST. LOUIS
ONE

OF THE ALBERT

PICK HOTELS
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what

(Continued

from

“Peck’s Bad Boy,”
Bull,” all at once.

and

page

27)

“ Ferdinand

the

I. Weiner, formerly with Columbia in
Omaha, is the new salesman at Universal
. . . Jimmy Winn, Grand National district
manager, and Lou Levy got their heads
together over lunch at the Savory the
other

day

. . . Lloyd

eral manager from
fice in New York,
put a capital “E”
Tall Corn state.
Frank

Lind, assistant

gen-

Monogram’s home ofknows now how they
on

Greenland

an
at

evening
National

in the
Screen

waited until it got old-fashioned to have
the flu . . . Ben Lass says a weekend at
home

with the new daughter and two admiring relatives makes him appreciate
the sleep he gets out on the road ... We

almost

drowned

in a

he gets for being

coy?

. . . Stanley

Mayer scores again. The Ritz Bros.’
“Three Musketeers” drew a two-day holdover at the Orpheum.

pool of tears Mon-

day ivhen we heard that classic, “The Sad,
Sad Story of Chick Friedman” ... Is
Jerry Spandau peddling those cute postage stamp photos he had taken of Jerry
Spandau?

Things

to

remember

along

Filmrow:

The subdued beauty of Stanley Mayer’s
office at Fox . . . The two steps down after
you open the door at Monogram (forget
and you’ll break your neck!) . . . The
handsome desk lamp on Mel Evidon’s desk
at Columbia . . . The good-natured raillery of the Iowa Film staff . . . The theatre chair Film Transportation keeps for
guests . . . The friendly atmosphere at
Republic . . . The business-like air of
Paramount offices . . . The enormous
stack of trade publications in Sid Rose’s
place . . . S. W. & the 7 D’s leering at RKO
visitors . . . Constant theatre chatter
handed

inquiring patrons by the switchboard operator at Tri-States . . . AND
THERE
ARE SOME THINGS
TO FORGET, TOO, (but it would be just like us
to list them also).

(Continued

from

page

27)

able jack-of-all-trades. He operates the
Niles and Circle theatres, publishes the
local newspaper, and has a finger in the
political pie most of the time.

foot of the class . . . Nate “I-git-around”
Sandler went on a secret buying tour to
Minneapolis. Several Filmrowers are dying
to help him open his packages . . . Two
bits Lionel Wasson is glad Boxoffice

E. Recknagel probably will be interested
to know that the new blower he recently
installed in the Arnuzu at Fonda used to

couldn’t hear his early remarks during
that telephone conversation with Friedman at 4:48 p. m., Monday . . . Herman
Coffman over at Monogram is said to have
two speeds, slow and stop.

hottest

night

spots

This
Lost

is U. A. Christenson’s busiest season. He runs a large hatchery over at
Nation, in addition to the theatre,

Reporters are trying to chase dow7i that
man Johnson who won a Hollywood trip

you

in a “Men With Wings” contest handled
through an aviation magazine. Seems he

C. A. Pratt, eastern Iowa salesman for
Republic, and his brother Ralph are in
kahoots now on the Fox Theatre in Wash-

won the trip, but isn’t much interested.
He’s broke and would prefer coffee and
cakes. Credit Tri-States’ Dorothy Day
with finding the human interest angle hi
the situation . . . They’re holding
breath in some quarters here. Could
because M-G-M’s
ing to town?

Barrett

Riesling

their
it be

is com-

Joy Hodges is remembering her home
town newspaper these days. When Joan
Roberts, a former East Des Moines High
schoolmate of Joy’s showed up in Universal City to become Joy’s stand-in, pictures and a story zoomed across the
Rockies by airmail to the Register office.
And enclosed was a note saying the step
was Joy’s suggestion. When it appears in
Ted Ashby’s column (it hadn’t when this
was written) , local readers’ll be glad Joy
was on her toes. Miss Roberts is widely
known here as a former member of a
radio trio called Jean, Joan and Jerry.
Memo
Clayton

to Art Anderson: You owe Ken
one bottle of red Burgundy wine

Don Davis last Monday night. The sixthplace Barkers scored the only triple-victory, whipping Dubinsky899 Bros, that many
times.
RESULTS
Barkers
Dubinsky

know.

ington. They’re spending several thousand dollars to make it an “A” house.
Ralph’s daughter, Marjorie “Petie” Pratt,
was married last week.

National Theatre Supply has sold complete new projection equipment and a
screen to the new Nebraska Theatre in
Lincoln: installed lamp houses for the
Smith Bros, (no beards, remember) at
Corydon; and set up projection equipment, lamp houses and rectifiers for Beulah DeNune at Tipton.

other day to stop in Des Moines and order new modernistic lights for his theatre.
Frandson

of

Britt,

la., won

a

season pass to M. H. Nicol’s Cecil Theatre
at Mason City, but she’s an invalid and
can’t use it.
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MONDAY

864
956
824
851
800

Cresswell
National Screen
Film Delivery . . . .

842
781

TEAM
Cresswell
Don
Davis

790
835
841
826
41
39
861

814

946
888

2801
2645

848

2462

832
815
719

2467
2507
2361

925 2527
817 302485

W.
0

L.
3

3
2
1

0
1
2

11
2

22
1

Pet.
2
1

788
STANDINGS
Won

Lost
.565

C inema Club
Finton Jones
....
National Screen
Barkers
Dubinsky Bros.
Film
Delivery

.
.

35
38

31
42

.
.

32
29

34
37
28
40

.507
.594
.551
.507
.420
.464

INDIVIDUAL
HIGH
34
SCORES
Gregory,
Abraham, 61.!; W. Pritchett, 606;

.391

Lambader, 580; Emory
562 ; C. Decker,
Bill

NEXT
WEEK’S
SCHEDULE
Cresswell vs. Pinion Jones.
Barkers vs. National Screen.
Cinema Club vs. Film Delivery.
Don Davis vs. Dubinsky Bros.

Don Woods Joins Warner
Kaycee Sales Force
Minneapolis — Don Woods, one of the
most popular local film men, has resigned
as Paramount sales manager to join the
Warner sales staff in Kansas City, his
hometown. He will work with one of his
closest friends, Rud Lohrenz, recently
named Warner district manager for the
Kansas City territory.
Woods left Paramount once before to
become Grand National branch manager.
He quit that post to return to his first
love.

Hill Leaves Magic Eye ;
Firm Will Continue
Kansas City — Ormond P. Hill, a partner
with R. W. McEwan in the Magic Eye
Distributing Co. since last summer, leaves
April 1 for Kearney, Neb., to assume personal management of a newspaper, the
Kearney Hub, he purchased January 1.
McEwan
continues in charge of the
Magic Eye firm and is expected to transfer
his
present headquarters here from Des
Moines.

Easter Opening
Osmond, Neb. — The Osmond Theatre,
owned by R. J. Dalton, will be formally
opened on Easter after undergoing extensive remodeling. “Gunga
the feature.

Din”

will

be

Capitol to Werden

— and if you don’t believe it, ask Sam
Clark . . . Not satisfied, with two wires and
a long distance call, Warner’s added an
invitation from Kansas’ Gov. Payne Ratner to make that Dodge City premiere
look good to Feature Editor Clayton. Did
those go to all the newsmen or is that

Bros.

Cinema
Club
Finton Jones
Don Davis

George Frick of Greattinger, who seldom lets anything interfere with his card
playing, managed to take time off the

Nan

LAST
893

Kubitzki,
582;
P'rank
Duncan, 566
; Jack
558.

Nobody on the Row missed that I’vejust-et-the-canary picture of Art Anderson in last week’s Boxoffice . . . Frank
Rubel donated a buck to Art playing pingpong, which makes him the heel on the

keep one of D. M.’s
from boiling over!

Kansas City — Another week finds
Cresswell leading the Variety Bowling
League race by two full games, although
the club lost two out of three matches to

Leon

. . .AW, SHUCKS!
iiUi"

Cresswell Maintains Top
Spot in Bowling Race

George Caldwell, who has recently moved
from Nashua to Lime Springs, got his
amateur radio operator’s license the other
day. George has a theatre at Staceyville,
too.

Hartley, Ia. — The Capitol has been
purchased by C. E. Werden from Mrs.
C. A. Sartorius. Werden also operates the
Star

at Sioux Rapids, la., and
way at Centerville, S. D.
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Facsimile Medium

Month Will See the Windup

Peps Convention
New

York — Claiming

to be the first film

company to take advantage of the new
device, 20th Century-Fox is embarked on
a unique publicity course with the exclusive use of WOR’s “facsimile broadcasting”
system to exploit its pictures and players.
The initial program was devoted to “The
Story of Alexander Graham Bell.” News
copy, as well as photographs, went over
the “visual” broadcast during a one-hour
afternoon period that included feature and
spot news items. The broadcasts are to
continue daily between 2:30 and 3:30 p. m.,
and for about 30 to 40 minutes, depending on material available, each morning
at 2 a. m. The tieup is for an indefinite
period.
The new device was inaugurated by WOR
about a year ago. Known as facsimile
broadcasting, the system makes possible
the transmission from a studio of descriptive material and photographs which are
reproduced in their entirety, by means of
electrical impulses, direct in homes or
wherever receiving sets are available. The
station estimates there are about 350 such
sets in operation within the metropolitan
area. They are presently being marketed
by Crosley for $80.
In Metropolitan

Area

The 20th Century-Fox-WOR
not go beyond the metropolitan
station, once each week at 2 a.
urdays, joins WGN in Chicago

tieup does
area. The
m. on Satand WLW

in Cincinnati, affiliated units, in a “network” presentation of facsimile broadcasting, but this particular broadcast will
not utilize 20th Century-Fox items.
The broadcasted material travels at the
rate of 186,000 miles a second, according
to WOR engineers. When the words or
photographs are reproduced on a facsimile
receiver, a receiving mechanism prints the
impulses on a continuous ribbon of paper
which may be torn from the receiver in
desired lengths. Each receiver is equipped
with a time clock, and when the transmission iscompleted the clock automatically shuts off the broadcast. Hence, the
necessity for personal attention is eliminated, it is claimed.
Wire Photos Speed Pictures
Of 20th-Fox Premieres
Chicago — For

the first time

in the an-

nals of film company house organs, conventioners were able to view pictures of
premieres less than 12 hours after they
were shot when the Dynamo appeared at
the 20th Century-Fox sales convention
with wire photos of simultaneous openings in Washington and San Francisco of
“The Life of Alexander Graham Bell.”
Through a tieup with Hearst International News Pictures, Roger Ferri, editor
of the house organ, arranged for photographers to be at the western premiere
of the Cosmopolitan film at San Francisco’s Golden Gate Exposition, and at
the Constitution Hall showing in the nation’s capitol on Wednesday night. These
pictures were then put on the I.N.P. teleBOXOFFICE
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'38- '39 List

Of 20th-Fox

C

Chicago

More About 20th-Fox
In This Issue
For
on

complete

sales

details

on

20th

Cen-

tury-Fox's production plans and data
policies and practices as they

apply

to the

pages

8, 12 and

company

please

refer

to

14 of this issue.

photo < Hearst trade name is “soundphoto”)
wires and transmitted to the I.N.P. offices
in Hearst Square here.
Ferri was waiting for them, rushed the
cuts through and inserted them into the
publication for distribution to all the men
at their opening session Thursday.
Not content with that accomplishment,
Ferri made air-express connections and
had — in less than 24 hours — in all branch
offices and in the hands of leading circuit accounts of 20th Century-Fox, copies
of The Dynamo carrying the pictures and
news stories of the two events.
20th-Fox

Profits

Drop
Under '37
New York — Twentieth Century-Fox reports net profit of $7,252,466 for 53 weeks
ended Dec. 31, 1938, compared with $8,617,114 for 1937. Dividends from National
Theatres for the period were $882,000, compared with $1,134,000 for 1937. The parent company owns 42 per cent of National’s
outstanding stock, with 1938 earnings on
interest totaling $1,099,414 based on a net
income of $2,617,653 for 1938, as compared
with $2,988,228 for 1937.
Current assets are figured at $31,275,908
including cash of $6,502,168 as against
current liabilities of $6,211,515. Inventories increased during the year by $2,223,927 due to higher costs of production,
the report states. Sales for the year increased $2,029,000 over 1937. Net assets
in countries where currency is either frozen
or restricted is set at $1,106,797.
Outstanding stock of the parent company as of December 31 was 938,745 shares
of preferred and 1,741,984 shares of common. After deducting dividends on the
preferred, the balance of earnings for 1938
amounted to $3.35 per share on outstanding common.

No Efforts to Settle
B&K Clearance Suit
New

York — No

efforts are being

— With

the

last five of

20th

Century-Fox’s announced 54 features for
1938-39 now in production at the Westwood plant, the studio will have its current season’s schedule completed before
the end of the month and will be able to
turn attention to a full-throttled start on
the 1939-40 output, the annual sales convention here was advised by studio officials. In an effort to build up a
substantial backlog of features for the
new year before the start of the 193940 selling season, starting dates have been
slotted for a quintet of features during
the month, and an unbroken schedule
mer.
will be maintained throughout the sumCurrently in production are “Second
Fiddle,” the Sonja Henie feature: “Young
Mr. Lincoln,” starring Henry Fonda; “The
Return of the Cisco Kid,” a sequel to
“In Old Arizona,” with Warner Baxter
repeating in the role he created some years
ago: “Stanley and Livingstone,” nearing
completion, with Spencer Tracy starred;
and “It Could Happen to You,” featuring
Stuart Erwin, final production on Sol M.
Wurtzel’s 1938-39 chart.
Scheduled

to get underway

immediate-

ly for the new season’s lineup are “East
Side, West Side,” a refugee story which
Ricardo Cortez directs for Wurtzel, and
“Hotel for Women,” a Raymond Griffith
production in which Elsa Maxwell makes
her screen debut. On April 17, the studio
will gun “The Jones Family at the Grand
Canyon,” 14th in the series, and “The
Texas Kid,” Jane Withers starrer, both
in the Wurtzel unit. Soon thereafter one
of the studio’s most pretentious new season offerings, “Hollywood Cavalcade,” is
set to get underway as an Alice Faye
feature.
Recently completed was the high-budgeted “Rose of Washington Square.” Others in the cutting-rooms, all for 1938-39
markets, include “The Gorilla,” “Charlie
Chan in Reno,” and “Boy Friend.”
Early summer will see cameras turning
on “The Rains Came,” touted as the company’s most elaborate production venture
in years, to be guided by Director Clarence Brown, borrowed from M-G-M, under the production supervision of Harry
Joe Brown. Also being scripted is “A
Briton at Yale,” to feature Richard Greene.
Research is now being conducted on “The
Life of Brigham Young,” while scenarists
are at work on ideas for forthcoming
Shirley Temple and Sonja Henie features.

made

to settle the anti-trust suit filed by Chicago independents against the major companies and B. & K., Eddie Silverman, head
of Essaness circuit of Chicago, indicates
to Boxoffice.
Asked about a possibility of a settlement, Silverman stated, “There’s nothing
that I know of.” He said his short visit
here was on product buys for the new season. He visited various sales managers at
their headquarters while in town.

Convention Misses Exchange
Cornerstone Ceremonies
Chicago — Work

has progressed

so rapid-

ly on the 20th Century-Fox exchange
building here being constructed on Filmrow that original plans to lay the cornerstone during the company’s sales convention here were abandoned. Actually
the cornerstone was laid some three weeks
ago.

25

20th-Fox
This was a strictly business convention —
no fanfare, the company taking the attitude this was a get-together of business
men assembled for serious consideration of
vital business problems to themselves and
the industry, and not a joy excursion.
*
Morton A. Levy, new Kent Drive leader,
must have had his hand bandaged receiving congratulations from field men on his
appointment to the post for the 1939 drive
. . . Incidentally, the 1937 and 1938 drive
leader, Jim O'Loghlin of Toronto, was presented a bronze plaque by Wobber, in recognition of his leadership during those
drives.
★
Because of the projectionists’ strike in
New York which held them back a day,
Ed Hatrick of Cosmopolitan productions,
and Louis Reid, Cosmopolitan publicity
manager, had to fly in to make the convention on time.
★

The delegate who traveled the longest
distance to attend was Clarence V. Hake
of Australia. From the now extinct Czechoslovakia came Leo Brandfeld, who is making frantic efforts to bring his family, now
in Prague, to this country. He’s assigned
to the home office now.
★

Sir Gordon Craig, producer of British
Movietone News, spent his first time at a
company convention in the states. He will
remain in the U. S. until April 20, when
he returns to England with Truman Talley,
preparatory to the British Movietone News
convention in London, late in April. R.
Sutton Dawes, British sales director, was
also at the convention.
*

Greetings

came

to the convention

via

cable from England’s F. J. Harley, Europe’s
Ben Miggins, the Far East’s Dell Goodman,
Brazil’s Carlo Bavetta, and Argentine’s
S. S. Horen.

Convention

Notes

The delegates were to pull out late Satday for home. The three division manager "Bills” — Sussman, Kupper and Gehring
— held divisional meetings Saturday
morning.
★

Among those who attended Friday’s session where the 1939-40 product was outlined to the men, was B&K Publicity Director Bill Hollander . . . John Balaban
was about renewing acquaintances.
★
Stanley J. Mayer, Des Moines branch
manager, was a proud delegate, for his office led the company on revenue to date
this season. Incidentally, he is just back
from a Florida vacation, minus 35 pounds
of avoirdupois . . . Which reminded A. M.
VanDyke, Chicago office manager, that
Mayer and two of his star salesmen, Harry
Gottlieb and Eddie O’Neill, together tip the
scales at something near a half ton — or
enough to cut them up and have enough
salesmen for three branch offices.
★
Checks on the 1938 drive went to 20
branch managers for 31 prizes. The plums
were passed out by Jim O’Loghlin. Some
350 employes share in the money ... By
the way, for the first time in the history
of the Chicago exchange, Branch Manager
Clyde Eckhardt was privileged to step to
the rostrum and collect a check representing his personnel’s spoils in the 1938
Kent Drive.
*
Arthur Ruscica of Santiago, Chile, came
to America on his honeymoon — but when
he got to New York they detoured him to
the convention in Chicago.
*
Western Division Manager William J.
Kupper was spokesman for the delegates
from the 37 branches in the U. S. and
Canada, and gave Wobber a pledge on their
behalf that they would set new sales records for 1939-40.
*

★

The

conventioneers saw the sneak preview at the Chicago Tribune on Thursday

night of “The Story of Alexander Graham
Bell.” .... Incidentally, B&K gave the
boys a royal welcome, presenting the men
with complimentary passes for any B&K
theatre good during their entire stay in
the Windy City.
★
Joseph M. Schenck and Sidney R. Kent
arrived together from Los Angeles aboard
the Union Pacific’s streamliner, City of
Los Angeles, Wednesday morning. After
the convention Schenck continues on to
New York and then to Europe for a brief
vacation . . . Darryl Zanuck sent his greetings to the convention from Movietone
City, where pressure of production activities kept him at his labors. He had planned to fly in to the convention after the
San Francisco premiere of “Alexander
Graham Bell.”
★
Irving Maas, foreign service director,
missed his first vacation, because he is still
convalescing from a recent operation.
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It was Jim Pearson’s first convention as
a salesman. He was promoted last year
from booker to the sales post at Montreal.
Taking his place was Carl Brault, former
ad sales manager there, who also got in
on the convention trip.
*

During the convention, Schenck, Kent
and Wobber took time off to inspect the
site of the new Chicago exchange, which
will be the last word in branch offices. All
will
ture. have special offices in the new struc★

New Orleans Manager Ernest V. Landaiche was particularly proud when Wobber announced plans of Darryl Zanuck to
elevate Mary Healy to stardom. Just a
year ago Mary was Landaiche’s secretary
in New Orleans. She makes her bow as a
featured player with Tyrone Power, Sonja
Henie and Rudy Vallee in Irving Berlin’s
“Second Fiddle.” Incidentally, the Hollywood columnists have been rumoring
Rudy is “that-a-way” about little Mary.

Jim Grady, Sam Wheeler, Sam Gross and
A1 Davis spent every available minute in
what turned out to be a long-distance
bridge tournament. They took time out
for eating and business only.
★
“Silent” Edgar Moss of Philadelphia was
strutting about — he’s a grandpappy now.
Joining the grand-daddy ranks this year,
too, were Chicago’s Ernie Grohe, Jack
Sichelman of the home office, and Clyde
Eckhardt, Chicago exchange head, whose
son, Bill, who works in the studio, became
a pappy.
*

Lew Lehr of “cwazy pipples” fame, came
in Wednesday with the rest of the newsreel crew, but flew back Thursday right
after his convention speech. He had to be
in New York for his Sunday night radio
broadcast rehearsal with Ben Bernie. Lehr
and Truman Talley tried to trip up the
photographer when the newsmen tried to
get pictures of them when they left New
York. It was all a kidding gesture, of
course.
★
The guy hiding behind all those mountains of papers was none other than Contract Manager Jack Bloom ... By the way,
Bloom, Jack Sichelman and Bill Sussman
were among those still sporting a Florida
sun-tan.
★
Abe Eskin, George Moore, Austin Interrante, Jerry Murphy, Sam Diamond, Glenn
Gribble, Chick Kellenberg, Bill Humphries
and Ben Tolmas were among the salesmen
with that “100 per cent smile,” having
sold up all 1938-39 possibilities in their
territories.
*
Kansas City branch manager, George W.
Fuller, was congratulated by Wobber for
his office showed the highest percentage of
territorial revenue increase for the first
three months of this year. Ward Scott’s
midwest district led the districts in percentage of increase during the same period.
*

Newspaper

reporters en route to Dodge

City, Kas., for Warner’s “Dodge City” preview, including Boxoffice’s Red Kann,
stopped off and mingled with the delegates
Friday morning — in time to hear the talks
of Schenck and Kent.
*
Roger Ferri was doing his dynamic
stunts again with the Dynamo. Besides the
preview extra that came to the boys Thursday with soundphoto pictures of the showing of “The Story of Alexander Graham
Bell” in San Francisco and Washington on
Wednesday night, he put out another regular convention special.
★
Vyvyan Donner, Movietone News fashion
and woman’s editor, celebrated her tenth
anniversary with the newsreel, during the
convention . . . Other feminine delegates
included Elizabeth LeGendre, Denver;
Sarah Young, Washington; Florence

ie

Clarence Hill, Jack Bloom, Issy Lincer,

Patke, St. Louis; Rae Telfers, San Francisco; and Hettie Grey Baker, New York.
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MEASURE CALLING FOR "DIVORCE" YEAR AFTER
ENACTMENT APPEARS IN WISCONSIN ASSEMRLY
Union

Ouster Suit to Judgment

Suddenly

Without Defense

Producer or Distributor
Theatre Ownership
Would Be Ended
By H. C. BRUNNER

St. Louis — Taking

of testimony

in the

ouster suit against John P. Nick, Clyde
Weston and George E. Browne initiated
by “rebel” members of the IATSE local
here terminated suddenly Thursday morning before Circuit Judge Oakley when
counsel for both sides stipulated that the
testimony of additional plaintiffs if heard
would be similar to that of Robert Thomsen, former business agent of the local,
and Osborne Myers, projectionist of the
Wellston Theatre. Both had complained
of the alleged terrorist administration of
the local’s affairs.
The case was submitted to Judge Oakley without any defense testimony, along
with the stipulation as to the cumulative
effect of all the plaintiff testimony, if
heard. The court is to consider the constitution and by-laws of the IATSE and
the local along with other documents and
records.
Briefs will be submitted by counsel early
next week when Judge Oakley will determine whether to sustain the position of
the defense that the plaintiffs have failed
to make a case against Nick, Weston and
Browne.
Thomsen had testified that Nick had
absolute control of the local union and
charged that no one could oppose him

of St. Louis, E. Mo. and S. 111. and owner
of a string of neighborhood houses in St.
Louis and St. Louis county, and Thomas
James were his conferees.
Answering questions, Landau said that
the 1936 contract with the union provided
for a wage increase, and when asked if the
increase was as great as the demand Landau said he didn’t remember. When Robert A. Roessel, attorney for the plaintiffs,
asked Landau if he hadn’t, recently, in
Roessel’s office, declared that the wage
scales in 1935 and 1936 were substantially
the same the witness refused to answer
until directed by the court and then replied that he didn’t remember. Landau
admitted that Nick had visited him at his
former theatre a number of times but he
couldn’t remember the day the 1936 contract was signed.
Kaimann, the second witness, testified
that he and Landau, at a South St. Louis

“and remain healthy.” He contended that
“insurgent” members opposing Nick’s rule
were deprived of their jobs and union
rights. The testimony of Myers was in a
similar vein, including details of alleged
threats and warnings.

bank, gave a “Mr. Brady,” later identified
as Edward M. Brady, state representative
from St. Louis who has been indicted with
Nick on an extortion charge, $10,000 in
cash while the wage increase negotiations
were being conducted. Kaimann contradicted Landau by testifying there was no
wage increase granted projectionists after
the money was paid. Weston was the
only defendant present at the opening of
the trial. Nick is reported to be out of
the city receiving treatment for an attack
of arthritis which kept him confined to his
home for more than a month. Service was
never obtained on Browne.

Landau, Kaimann Questioned
In Suit to Oust IA Men

Writ Against IA
Officers Milder

St. Louis — Suit to remove John P. Nick,
Clyde A. Weston and George Browne from
further control of IATSE, Local No. 143,
got under way in Circuit Judge Ernest F.

St. Louis — Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oakley has modified his restraining order
against John Nick, vice-president of the
IATSE, and Clyde A. Weston, business

Oakley’s court when two witnesses, Louis
Landau, former owner of the Maryland
Theatre in South St. Louis and Clarence
H. Kaimann, owner of a string of houses
in North St. Louis, testified.
Landau was a reluctant witness and repeatedly refused to answer questions on

agent of Local Union No. 143 oi‘ the MPMO,
which he had issued several days ago to
prevent the union officials from interfering with the 19 plaintiffs who brought
an ouster and accounting suit against
Nick, Weston and President George Browne
of the IATSE in January.
At a conference of counsel with Judge
Oakley it was pointed out that the text of
his restraining order was so strong it
would prevent Nick and Weston from participating in the union’s affairs.
So Judge Oakley modified the order to
prevent Nick and Weston from removing
any of the 19 plaintiffs from their jobs,
from penalizing them for the filing of the
suit or from denying them any of their
privileges or rights as members of the
union.

the grounds “I don’t want to incriminate
myself,” until ordered to answer by Judge
Oakley. Subpoenaed by the 19 union
projectionists, plaintiffs in the ouster suit,
Landau finally admitted that he contributed to the $15,000 “defense” fund
raised by St. Louis theatre owners in 1936
when a wage parley was pending with
Local No. 143. Landau also testified that
he was a member of the committees that
raised the money, asserting that Kaimann,
Fred H. Wehrenberg, president of MPTO
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Madison,

Wis. — A

theatre

divorce

bill

has been introduced in the assembly by
Assemblyman Alex L. Nicol, Sparta. The
proposal is to have the ban become effective after the expiration of one year from
the date of enactment.
The measure states that it shall be “unlawful for any motion picture theatre to
be operated in this state which is owned,
controlled, managed or operated, in whole
or in part, by any producer or distributor
of motion picture films, or in which any
such producer or distributor has any interest, direct or indirect, legal or equitable,
through stock ownership or otherwise.”
The bill requires the operator of such
theatres to file an affidavit annually on
May 1, with the secretary of state to show
that the law is being complied with. Circuit courts are to have the right to restrain operators from violations through
actions initiated by the district attorney
under the direction of the attorney general.
The penalty for violation is fixed at a
fine not exceeding $10,000, or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both. In
the case of corporations, the action is to
lie against the individual directors, officers or agents.
Labor

and

Licensing

Bills

A similar bill was introduced in the
state senate in 1937 by the committee on
corporations and taxation and by Assemblyman Earl Hall in the lower house. The
latter bill passed the assembly by an 80 to
6 vote and was returned from the senate
with action incomplete due to sine die adjournment. The senate bill had been recommended for indefinite postponement at
the time the legislature adjourned.
Pending before the assembly judiciary
committee is the Murray bill, which would
license steam, motive power and refrigeration operating engineers and boiler operators. The bill would affect theatres
with refrigerating units of more than 100
ton capacity when used for humidity control and air conditioning and require that
such houses have a licensed refrigeration
operating engineer in charge.
All labor unions would be required to
register with the secretary of state and
furnish him with a complete record and
financial report concerning their operations under the provisions of the Schmitz
bill, introduced in the state assembly
March 23.
Progress
Greenville,

in Greenville

III. — Work

is progressing

rapidly on the reconstruction of the old
Odd Fellows’ Bldg, here into a modern
new theatre for the Frisina circuit. The
house is expected to be open about May 15.

C. M. Theatre
Meyers.

Ford Brief Is All-Inclusive;
Holds Bid for Interveners
GENE

RICH

the major film companies and producercircuits is included in the bill of complaint
of Prank Ford, operator of the Stadium
Theatre, Evanston, against B&K Theatres,
Sam Meyers,
panies.

and

the

eight

major

com-

Of noteworthy importance is the classification of plaintiffs in the suit. While
the suit is brought by Ford, the exhibitor
is setting himself up as a champion of all
other independent theatre owners in the
Chicago territory.
“Class suit for other plaintiffs,” reads
the bill. “Plaintiff brings this suit on behalf of himself and on behalf of all other
independent theatre exhibitors, citizens
and residents of Illinois . . . who are similarly situated and affected, jointly, severally, or in the alternative, in respect of or
arising out of the same transactions and
occurrences . . . and who may join this
suit and

contribute

to their respective

portionate shares of the expenses

pro-

thereof.”

Throughout the 80-page brief “the injuries being done other independent exhibitors” are mentioned “as a result of
monopolistic practices by the defendant
companies” whenever mention
alleged injuries to Ford.

is made

of

Among oppressive acts listed by Jacobson, Merrick, Nierman & Silbert, attorneys
for the Evanston exhibitor, as practiced
by the defendants are:

By

THE

Chicago — Sam

By Number

operator

of the

Teatro del Lago in No Man’s Land, and
the Wilmette in Wilmette, both suburbs
north of Chicago, is in what one could
really call “the
law suit muddle

middle” in the anti-trust
in Chicago.

Last September, when the independent
exhibitors filed their action against B&K
and the majors on charges of anti-trust
violation on the clearance situation here,
Meyers joined the 89 plaintiffs seeking relief from B&K. As far as is known he still
is one of the plaintiffs in that suit.
Last week, however, when still another
independent filed a suit seeking relief,
Frank Ford, operator of the Evanston, 111.,
Stadium Theatre, which is just a few miles
from the Meyers’ theatres, Meyers was
named a “co-conspirator” with B&K and
the major companies in refusing to give
Ford product for his theatre, so read the
latter's

bill of

complaint.

Additionally,

the complaint in one section reads: “Since
said time (referring to alleged attempt by
B&K

to force Meyers to abandon a building project) Meyers and B&K have made
their peace and are now associated in

joint operation of theatres.”
Thus, Meyers is in the peculiar position
of being both plaintiff and defendant in
two anti-trust suits, in which the objective of both is to abolish the current clearance situation in Chicago.

“1. Independent exhibitors are deprived
of free, open and untrammeled market.
“2. Plaintiff forced back from
run to first-week of release.

‘C’ week

“3. Forced classification of theatres by
‘runs’ and admission prices.
“4. Clearance system causes Ford loss
of revenue and is illegal.
“5. Block-booking is illegal.
“6. Optional contracts offered to B&K
and Sam Meyers, but not to Ford.
“7. Majors force
have score charges.

short

subjects

and

“10. Double features installed by B&K
to suppress competition, and by juggling
hurt

subsequent

run

values.”

All these “unlawful acts” are listed at
various times throughout the complaint,
with details added to support the case.
As in the independent exhibitors’ suit
now pending against the majors and B&K,
the brief lists “evidences” of national
local B&K
“monopolistic practices,
coercive methods used in acquisition

and
and
and

suppression of competitor theatres” by
B&K. Among the acts of “coercion” listed
are:
“Driving of Marks Brothers out of the
theatre business; acquisition of additional
loop

theatres to stretch first-runs; deprived State-Lake of first-run when not
operated by B&K; used steam shovel to
stop competition; and many others . .
similar to those listed in the independent
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to

his predSolomon,

from whom Ford obtained his 15-year
lease and whom he also is suing for $150,000 on charges of fraud and deceit)
played in “C” week and receipts many
weeks were over $2,000 per week. Since
receiving product in first week of release
when

“8. Forced minimum admission prices.
“9. Independent booking combines not
recognized by distributors.

pictures

exhibitors’ recent suit still pending.
The complaint states that prior
Ford’s acquisition of the Stadium
ecessor (understood to be Leo

and

he took the Stadium over, Ford contends his losses approximate $600 to $1,000
a week.

C.

Ford Defendants' Answers
Are Due April 13 and 14
Chicago — Since 20 days are allowed the
defendants in the Ford anti-trust suit to
answer from the time they are served
with the complaint, it is thought that the
answers are due April 13 and 14, as the
group of defendants were served on two
days.
The complete list of defendants includes
Paramount Pictures, Adolph Zukor, Barney Balaban, Loew’s, Inc., Nicholas M.
Schenck, Sam Katz, 20th Century-Fox,
Joseph M. Schenck, Harry M. Warner,
Warner Brothers Pictures, Inc., Vitagraph,
Inc., RKO Radio Pictures, United Artists
Pictures Corporation, Columbia Pictures,
Corporation, Universal Film Exchanges, Inc., Balaban & Katz Corporation, B&K Management Corporation, S.

listed.

Suits

Now

Chicago — Lawyers retained by the various defendants and plaintiffs in the film
lawsuits in Chicago now are referring to
the various cases by number. The same
sets of attorneys are connected with most
of the suits, but with number four just filed
they have to have some system to keep
matters straight.
The

attorneys, by the way, for the defense in Number 4 — the newly-filed Frank
Ford anti-trust suit — are Kirkland, Fleming, Green, Martin and Ellis for B&K and
Paramount; Mayer, Meyer, Austrian and
Platt for the other major companies; and
Rosenberg, Stein and Rosenberg, for Sam
C. Meyers.
Jacobson, Merrick, Niermann and Silbert
are attorneys for Plaintiff Frank Ford.

Tax Boost Proposal in
Missouri Rejected
Jefferson

City, Mo. — The house of representatives of the Missouri general assembly has refused perfection to a resolution calling for a statewide vote on a
proposed constitutional amendment to raise
the state sales tax to as much as five per
cent.
The

resolution was presented by Representative H. P. Lauf of Jefferson City who

sought to ascertain just how much the
people of the state are willing to pay in
the way of a sales tax as a means of raising funds for old age pensions, aid to
dependent children and widows and for
child welfare work.
The proposed constitutional amendment,
if approved by the voters of the state,
would

have authorized the state legislature to enact a sale tax law charging
not less than three per cent nor more
than five per cent.

Monogram Sales Confab
Held in Windy City
Chicago

Universal

monopoly”

Calling Chicago

OBSERVER

Meyers,

Sam

Schencks, and Warner as the “master
minds and moving spirits of the unlawful
restraints

By

and

The complaint of Ford in one section
names Zukor, Balaban, Katz, the two

On Both Sides?

Chicago — Practically every grievance
that independent exhibitors have against

Corporation,

—

George

Weeks,

Monogram

general sales manager, held a sales powwow here over the weekend, with representatives attending from the middle west.
Monogram’s biggest effort to date “Streets
of New York,” was screened for the men.
Those attending: Bill Onie, Cincinnati;
Nate Schultz, Cleveland; Bob Taylor and
Lester Levy, St. Louis; Les Durland, Kansas City; Forrest Judd, Des Moines;
Charles Weiner, Minneapolis; Harlan
Starr, Detroit; Charles Trampe, Milwaukee; Carl Harthill, Indianapolis, and
Henri Elman, Chicago.

Flu Beds
During

George

Chicago

Chicago

—

Weeks
Visit

George

Weeks,

Monogram

sales head, was confined to his room at
the Blackstone Hotel for several days after
the
sales meeting here, with an attack
of flu.
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INDIANAPOLIS
J^AST week Indianapolis theatregoers were
treated to some real exploitation which
did much to improve the lagging boxoffice
grosses.
Ted Nicholas, manager of the Lyric, starred Tony Martin of screen and radio fame
with a background

of Anson

Weeks’ Band.

Art Baker, the genial manager of the
Circle, not to be outdone booked Vincent
Lopez and his orchestra. The stage show
was headlined toy Patricia Ellis and Ben
Blue, screen stars.
The Kentucky Colonel, Ken Collins,
manager of the Indiana and Apollo theatres, featured Deanna Durbin in her newest picture, “Three Smart Girls Grow Up,”
and moved “Love Affair,” starring Irene
Dunne and Charles Boyer, from the Indiana to the Apollo for a second week run.
Ward

Farrar, manager of Loew’s heralded the opening of Walter Wanger’s
“Stagecoach” by meeting a TWA airliner
carrying the print from Hollywood to Indianapolis. The employes of the theatre,
attired in costumes depicting the feature,
met the airliner in an old-fashioned stage
coach and delivered the print to the theatre after a circuitous route through busy
downtown streets arousing much interest.
Trueman Rembusch has returned from
his holiday in Florida and is looking in the
pink of condition with a healthy coat of
tan.
Wade Willman, branch manager; S. J.
Gardner, Jerome Adams, H. A. Wagner,
salesman; and Harold Marshal, field representative, all of the local M-G-M office,
are back from the 15th annual convention
held in Chicago at the Palmer House.
Theodore Charles has resumed work on
his new theatre in Vincennes and anticipates opening early in the summer. In
addition to the new house, Charles operates the Moon in Vincennes.

Relationship

of Clearance

To Giveaways
St. Louis — The

suggestion

of a

Debated
promi-

nent local exhibitor that the cost of giveaways, such as chinaware, silverware,
dresser sets and cosmetics be considered
in fixing the net admission price scale of
motion picture theatres in determining
their proper place in the clearance schedules, has brought into the open a subject
that has been the cause of more than one
heated argument between exhibitors here
and elsewhere throughout the country as
far back as the time when the first country stores were conducted by tent shows
as a bait for cash customers.
speech, but Clark refused to open
package until he reached home.

the

Wilma Feaster of the Columbia staff is
confined in the Methodist Hospital after
an appendectomy . . . Theatrical Managers, Inc., has acquired the Cozy, Winchestr. . . S. Henton, has taken over the
Palms, Culver, from E. Hoesel.
John Woytenick, North Judson exhibitor, is enlarging his Gable by adding a
stage which will be completely equipped
. . . The Brenen Theatre, Brenen, Ind., has
been renovated, reseated and newly carpeted.
Exhibitors along Filmrow: John Doerr,
Chicago; A1 Borkenstein, Ft. Wayne; Bob
Adair, Chicago; Nick Pakios, Tipton; Anthony Bokas, Argus; C. L. Harris, Zionsville; Art Clark, Bloomington; Bruce Kixmiller, Bicknell; S. J. and James Gregory,
Chicago; Willis McGovern, Loogootee and
K. H. Ball, Brownstown.
Harold Reckley, Greencastle, who has
been one of many flu victims, made his
appearance here last week.
Seen along the Row:

Bill Luckett and

A letter on this subject, read at the
recent meeting here of the local MPTOA
unit, led to the bringing up of the question as to which house charges the most
— a neighborhood theatre that operates on
a strictly cash basis on week-day nights
at a 10 and 20-cent scale, or his competitor, who charges 10 and 20 cents but
gives away a merchandise gift that costs
him at least 10 cents wholesale and is
worth far more to his patron on a retail
basis. In spotting pictures to these theatres which should get preference in the
matter of clearance?
wife, Scottsburg; H. P. Vonderschmitt,
Bloomington; Roy Harrold, Rushville; L.
R. Condra, Milltown; R. L. Harned, Sellersburg; Dick Vlastos, Williamsport; Bob
Hudson, Richmond; Karl Gast, Akron;
John Boice, Warsaw; Paul Meloy, Shelby ville; Harry Muller, Anderson; John Doerr,
Chicago; Arthur Howard, Monon; Harry
Kornblum, Evansville; H. Lisle Kreighbaum, Rochester; Jerry Shinbach, South
Bend; George Heliotes, Fort Wayne.

Adapts
“CanalZone,”
Zone" slated to
Hollywood
— “Canal
co-feature Dorothy Lamour and Jon Hall,
will be scripted by Wilson Collison for
Producer Sam Goldwyn.
Story to Republic
Hollywood — “Men

Without

a Country,”

story by Margaret Waite, has been purchased by Republic.
Metro

Assigns

Hollywood — Norman

McLeod
McLeod’s

first di-

rectorial assignment for Metro will be “Remember,” which Milton Bren will produce.

The Circle Theatre here will have
weekly stage attractions for the present.
According to Arthur Baker, manager,
stage shows will be a regular weekly feature as long as good material is available
. . . Norman Moray, Vitaphone general
sales manager, was a business caller at the
local Warner branch.
Bill Heineman, U?iiversal western sales
manager, made a flying trip to Indianapolis from Chicago for a special sales
confab on the play date drive and to discuss new product.
William Wallace, head booker at Warner Bros, exchange, was confined to his
home by influenza . . . Allen Usher, Paramount district manager, spent several days
at the local branch on business. J. H.
Stevens, Paramount manager, who has
been confined to his home by influenza,
has returned to his desk but is under the
doctor’s care.
Arthur Clark, booker for the Vonderschmitt circuit, Bloomington, was presented with a mysterious package by Abe
Baker and Larry Shubnell, Columbia
bookers. Shubnell made the presentation
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Private Screening! —
Here’s a gag pulled at the Chicago Universal exchange that had all Filmrow
talking. The copy, of course, speaks for itself, and the exchange actually
lived up to the wording, closing for an hour and a half while the print was
being screened for all employes.
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Warm Weather Hits

ExtensiveJRepairs

Takes in Chicago

Bg Mailers Chain

Chicago —
The
unseasonably warm
weather which hit Chicago over the weekend caused a big dent in boxoffice takes.
Business was off both in the loop and
in the suburban areas. Later in the week,
with weather back to near normalcy for
this time of the year, business was also
back up the scale.
However, a sad commentary on what
lengths exhibitors in the neighborhood
areas in the Windy City are finding it
necessary to go to, to entice customers
through the turnstiles, is found in the
amusement page directory of the Chicago
dailies.
Not

only are exhibitors offering premiums of all varieties, but on weekend
nights several theatres offer not one, but
three, dishes at a time for one paid
woman’s admission. “Three cream soups
FREE,” reads one ad. “Free! 3 cups and
3 saucers at one time to ladies paying evening admission price,” heralds another.
Once the giving of a dinner plate premium was advertised weeks in advance to
get the women interested. Last week the
Essaness Davis Theatre Saturday night
newspaper ads, read: “Two dinner plates
free ...”
Over last weekend again, some 25 theatres offered triple features. One of these
was the Essaness Crown, showing “King
Vulture,” “There’s That Woman
Again,”
“Sweethearts,” PLUS “Free! 3 cups and 3
saucers! to ladies paying evening admission price.”

World

Premiere

For Vitaphone

LOUIS KKKASOTES

GUS KKKASOTHS

been

Observe
Two

young

came

Subject

men

with

a

to America

from

Greece

vision

tablish themselves in the motion picture field are Gus, left, and Louis
Kerasotes,

Springfield

and

linois theatre owners,
brating their thirtieth
the show business.

central

MILWAUKEE
poX’S PALACE, downtown first run, goes
to Wednesday night cash giveaways
starting April 12 with $1,000 or more as
the weekly award. It marks the first time
in local theatre history that a first run
house has resorted to giveaways . . . The
New Trocadero, nightery located in the
old Comfort Theatre building here, is now
showing

old time 16mm silent films continuous each night from 8 p. m. to 1 a. m.

William

V. Geehan

both of Milwaukee,

and

Henry

northern

and

national foundation on Haym Salomon, the Jewish revolutionary war hero,

and

in honor of Barnet Hodes, corporation counsel of the city of Chicago, who

is chairman of the foundation. “Sons of
Liberty” deals with Salomon’s efforts in
saving the then young American republic during the revolution.
A $10-per-plate dinner will be part of
the celebration here, to raise funds for
a memorial to be erected this summer in
Chicago’s Grant Park in honor of Salomon. Among invited guests will be such
national leaders as President Roosevelt,
Harry Hopkins, and others. H. M. Warner and Bryan Foy, who produced the
two-reel Technicolor short, also will be
invited, as will Cardinal Mundelein, Mayor
Edward J. Kelly and other Chicago
leaders.

Adapts

Hollywood

The

Warner

Theatre

here

tied up

"English
Philip

Accent"

A. F.

E. Miller

will
with

is now

when

operating

the

Viking Theatre at Loyal. Fred Christiansen was the former operator . . . Bess Ehrhardt dropped down from Minneapolis to
visit her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Howard
Ehrhardt in Superior. Her picture, “Ice
Follies of 1939,” recently had a premier
showing at the Palace Theatre in Superior.
The

Orpheum

Theatre

at

Green

Bay

single featured “The Little Princess” on
Sunday afternoon only to permit greater
turnover, while James Zanias, after double featuring it the first night, showed it
the balance of its run at his Myers Theatre in Janesville as a single feature.
The Fox Theatre at Marinette offered
a free admission to any patron during
Courtesy Week, if any of its employes

The
being

script “English Accent” for Columbia,
Everett Riskin producing.

with

Milwaukee Dairy Council on advertising showing Carole Lombard drinking

failed to smile and

MacDonald

30

—

dinner

business conditions
land, Ind.

say “Thank

warrant

it, for Port-

will start within

the next

30 days for a $100,000 theatre in Warsaw
and plans are going forward for a grand
opening around August 1. Specifications
for the new theatre call for a double structure of modern brick and steel building.
It will occupy the entirety of a double site,
on which now stands two buildings which
will be wrecked and razed, the area of
which is 44x132 feet. The theatre will have
a seating capacity of 1,000. The new theatre will be operated in conjunction with
the present Centennial Theatre in Warsaw, also owned by the Mailers circuit.
Mailers announces a building program
now in effect to build several new houses
over the state.

Toilette,
southern

milk to plug “Made for Each Other”
it was shown here last week.

the

front, new neon marquee and acoustical
board. Seats were removed from the
Hines Theatre in Portland and replaced
in the Princess. New seats were purchased
for the Hines from the American Seating
Co. of Grand Rapids.
A new theatre is contemplated, when

Construction

Chicago about May 20, when “Sons of
Liberty” is given a debut.
The premiere will be in connection with

the

Il-

who are celeanniversary in

the

of

who

to es-

Chicago — The first world premiere of a
Vitaphone short subject will be held in

Exact date and place
will be announced later.

completed, was the extensive renovation of the Princess Theatre in Portland.
Installed were new sound, screen, glass

Anniversary —

district superintendents for Fox, respectively, were in Green Bay for a meeting
of 20 circuit managers from the northern
district.

Planned

Indianapolis — George Mailers of the
Mailers Bros, theatre circuit has announced
a remodeling and building program.
First on the program, which has just

you.”

Rex Theatre at Evansville is now
conducted by Evansville Theatre,

Inc. Former operator was William Nordquist . . . Bert Fischer, local exhibitor, is
back from a Florida vacation.

Kiesling a Guest

of

Springfield Press
Springfield,

III. — Barrett

Kiesling,

public relations representative of M-G-M
pictures, of Culver City, Cal., was guest of
honor

at a luncheon at the Abraham Lincoln Hotel, attended by members of the
press and executives of the Orpheum
Theatre.
Long associated with the motion picture industry in the publicity division,
Kiesling displayed examples of the new
developments in color photography which
some newspapers now are using and which
he said eventually will be seen in many
more and explained M-G-M’s production
schedule for the next 12 months during
which
tising.

$42,500,000 will be spent for pictures and $2,500,000 for newspaper adver-

He is on a country-wide tour which will
require six months to complete. While
here he visited the Lincoln home, the Lincoln tomb and the reconstructed village
of New Salem.
Attending

the

luncheon

were:

Norman

Pyle, Chicago office of M-G-M; W. F.
Dagon, advertising director, Illinois State
Journal; Will H. McConnell, Journal
Printing Co.; J. Emil Smith, editor of The
State Journal; Thomas J. Finin, house
manager of the Orpheum; James McLean,
State Register; Irving Waterstreet, Metro,
St. Louis; A. W. Shipton, publisher of The
State Journal; M. E. Berman, manager of
the Orpheum Theatre, and George M.
Clendenin, general manager of the State
Register.
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Frank Murphy Ups
Warren Canaday
Chicago

—

In line with

“WISH-YOU-WERE-HERE”

Hollywood Amusement’s Phil Fischer,
enjoying the Miami Beach sun and scenery.

reorganization

recently by Atty.-Gen. Frank Murphy, the local offices of the U. S. district
attorney have been realigned.

plans

Warren Canaday, formerly first assistant district attorney, has been placed in
charge of all civil matters and the criminal divisions of counterfeiting, narcotics,
violations of laws under government bureaus and anti -trust cases.
Under the latter, he will take direct
charge here of any government suits
against the motion picture industry.

self.
Meltzer

got the haircuit

on Chicago’s gold coast, whereby the restaurant offers theatre-luncheons and theatre-dinners.
The restaurant advertises that its patrons may have lunch or dinner and then
be “our guest at the Esquire Theatre” with
“your car parked free at Lydy's” (nearby
parking lot ) .
And, as if three pieces of dishware are
not enough to give away, just this week
several premiums companies here have
added a new “6-for-l deal.” It’s a deal
whereby the patrons get not ONE but
ACTUALLY
SIX pieces of dishware or
glassware for one admission.
Next they’ll up the ante to a complete
kitchen set at one time. Then what’ll they
think of after that.

M-G-M

Managerial

Indianapolis — Sam J.
man of the local M-G-M

to

enviable

Mike Simons, editor of the M-G-M house
organ, the Distributor, while here for the
convention, stayed over a day and took a
pictorial record of the entire office staff
in Chicago.
Duke

Hickey,

for several

years

one

of

Universal’s outstanding exploiteers, who
has been seriously ill for several months,
He

is renewing

John Balaban, now on the coast for his
annual studio visit, is due back the latter
part of this month . . . Joe Kaufman, B&K
booker, is back after a short Hot Springs
vacation.
Sam Gorelick, RKO city sales manager
here, was expected to go to Los Angeles to
attend the funeral of relatives who were
injured
there.

in

an

automobile-bus

accident

acquaintMannie Gottlieb, Universal branch manager, is vacationing in the southland with
Mrs. Gottlieb.

Post

Elrod, Paramount salesman, is reported convalescing, though still quite ill,
at Passavant Hospital, from his recent
automobile wreck near Joliet.
Lou

Aurelio,

is back
illness.

Paramount

at the

exchange

ad

sales head,

after

a

week’s

Jess Kreuger and Cliff Work of the
Paramount west coast publicity department
are

due

here this weekend to lay preliminary plans for the arrival of the Union

Pacific ballyhoo

Pacific.”

Teitel has the distribution

rights in

actually
tion there.

is handling

tion in this territory of "The

did own

such

a service sta-

Island.”

Fe Chief passenger list included
Arnold going back to the coast

with Mrs. Arnold, and the much-delayed
Merle Oberon, en route to London for picture-work with Alexander Korda.
Lenten

services are being held in several

of the loop and

T. J. Brandon of Garrison Films, New
York, was here this week conferring with
who

Clark

Santa
Edward

the Chicago exchange territory for “Crisis,”
the film dealing with the international
incidents concerning Czechoslovakia.

Irving Franklin,

of the “Sam Clark Service Station” in
Deming, N. M. At least that’s what he
thought he was dreaming when he found
such a postcard announcement on his desk.
It developed a friend had sent him the
card and that by accident another Sam

“ Blackwell’s

Arthur Jacobson, Paramount talent
scout, was through here, en route back
to the studio.
Abe

Sam Clark, Warner exploiteer, woke up
the other morning to find himself owner

Warner is expected to get the permit
from the police censor board this week on

train for the Cecil B. De-

Mille film, “Union

Joan

suburban

Crawford

had

theatres.

a

visit with

newspaper folk as she passed through
Saturday en route to New York.

distribu-

400,000,000.”

TRADE
=

the
here

through 100 per cent sold which is doubtlessly the first time in the history of the
Indianapolis exchange.

Alger "Sells" Theatre
Managers in Circuit
LaSalle, III. — The Alger circuit has
been exploiting managers of the various
houses by having the LaSalle Post run
special stories and pictures of the theatre
heads.
Stories have been recently on H. P. Larson, manager of the Apollo, Princeton;
W. G. Erbes, State, Mendota, and Jules
Landfield, Valley, Spring Valley, 111.

A HANDY

DIRECTORY
GUIDE

FOR

THE

EXHIBITOR

-

CHICAGO

has been in Indianapolis approximately ten months. He has set up the
record of putting his territory

BOXOFFICE

him-

Gardner, salesoffice, who has

just returned from the 15th annual convention in Chicago, received a promotion
to branch managership of the Salt Lake
City exchange.
Gardner was given a testimonial dinner
Monday night and a sendoff at the Variety
Club by the entire Filmrow prior to his
departure on Wednesday.
Gardner

shaved

Ben

Chicago — Harry and Elmer Balaban have
made a tieup with the Ranch Restaurant,
a half block from their Esquire Theatre,

Promoted

and

ances on the Row, "fit as a fiddle,” and
rarin’ to get back on the fir mg line.

Restaurant and Parking
Tie lor B&K Esquire

Gardner

Art Therrien is now “behind the counter” at Harry’s Cigar Stand . . . Tri-National’s “Peg of Old Drury” had its run
at the Esquire extended this week a second time.

Sam the Barber of Filmrow is now giving "serve-self" service. Unable to wait
for both a shave and a haircut, Saul

is well again.

Sam

This is the filmization of the China-Japan
war. Narration is by Fredric March.

card from
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Free

More Than 600 Attend
Warner Club Frolic
Chicago — More

than

600 persons

attend-

ed the tenth anniversary party of the Chicago Warner Club at the Drake Hotel.
Held in the Gold Coast Room, music was
furnished by Wayne King and his Orchestra. Acts appeared from various night
clubs and theatres in the city.
Miss Ruth Weisberg of New York home
office, vice-president in charge of welfare
of the national Warner Club, was present.
Several M-G-M executives, here for their
national convention, dropped in during the
evening.

Stag Bowling Banquet
Chicago Set April 12
Chicago

—

Tire

annual

With only a short time to go, Republic
has clinched the team title, even though
they lost two to Photoplay last week. Universal defeated Paramount twice and Film
Carrier took the measure of National
Screen as many times.

Chas. Perrizo Buys Two
Theatres at Oconto
Wis. — Charles

Perrizo

has pur-

chased the two theatres formerly operated
here by Irving Vincent.
The two theatres are the Oconto and
Gem and Perrizo will operate them himself. He formerly operated theatres in
Minnesota and has been in the industry
30 years. He comes here from Los Angeles, where he has been operating two
houses, the management of which he has
turned over to his sons.

Frisina in Game
Springfield,

III. — Frisina

Theatres

are

the newest entry in Springfield’s semipro baseball ranks. Harry Sammonds,
who formerly twirled for local clubs, will
manage the team.

Equip at Auburn
Auburn,

III. — The

American

Theatre

operated by C. G. Redford has recently
purchased a pair of lamps and a generator
from the National Theatre Supply Co. of
St. Louis.

Moray

Visits Herbel

Chicago — Norman

Moray,

Vitaphone

general sales manager, was here for several days discussing sales of shorts subjects with Henry Herbel, district manager. Together they visited several exchanges in Herbel’s district.
Fox Midwest
Belleville,

Shifts Moore

III. — Carrol

Moore,

who

has

been assistant manager of two West Frankfort houses for Fox Midwest, has been
transferred here as assistant manager of
the Lincoln Theatre.

32

berg

Schnacken-

of Chicago

suggests that the recently-introduced block booking bill of
Rep. Arnold Lund, who also operates
theatres in Riverside and
Downer
Grove, be amended
on double features.

ST.

to include

a

ban

LOUIS

bowling

league banquet will be held Wednesday
night, April 12, at the Crillon Hotel, at
which times awards for the season will be
distributed.

Oconto,

Chicago — Representative

I'UNE
the new name
selected
for
the TOWN
Arcadia isBallroom
on Olive
St. just
east of Grand Blvd. where many a f ilium
peddler has learned how to hop on dainty
toes.

in

stag

Would Add Dual Ban
To Block Prohi

Jack Partington, Fanchon & Marco producer, is expected to take personal charge
of the production of the annual St. Louis
Police Relief Ass’n circus at the Arena
here, April 14 to 23. Jack will leave Manhattan Isle for this port about April 10
and will bring Jesse Kaye of the F&M
staff with him.
Warner Bros, invitation to local motion
picture critics to journey to Dodge City,
Kas., for the world premiere of “Dodge
City” found no takers . . . Jim Harris,
publicity and advertising director for
Loew’s Theatre, plans to permit a local
surgeon remove a cyst from his right wrist
at a hospital here this week.
The local Irish are still talking about
that lecture by Burton Holmes at the
Municipal Auditorium last week. The
3,600-seat Opera House in the Municipal
Opera House was filled to overflowing .
The boys and girls along Filmrow had
no luck in the recent Irish Sweepstakes.
In fact there wasn’t a capital prize winner in the entire St. Louis district . . .
Julian Bryan has been booked by Paul
Beisman for a lecture on “Inside Nazi
Germany” at the Municipal Auditorium
on April 13. The top will be $1.50.
Johnny Perkins, national emcee for the
Variety Club, has gone to St. Petersburg,
Fla., to see that the St. Louis Cardinals
do their training in proper.

Chin

and

Hank

Resembling
La

Crosse,

Porter

Rivoli

Theatre

here conducted a tieup with a local photographer in connection with the showing
of “Huckleberry Finn,” whereby the latter
took free pictures of boys between 12 and
16 most nearly resembling Huckleberry
Finn and the 15 best entries were given
free ducats to see the film.
The contest was limited to the first 100
boys presenting themselves at the photographers and a costume to aid in the makeup was furnished.

Add

Weisner

and Stobo

To Trailer-Made
Milwaukee — Max

Staff

Weisner,

former

Co-

lumbia Pictures salesman in this territory,
has been named Wisconsin representative
for Trailer-Made. Weisner was appointed
by Johnny Mednikow of Trailer-Made
Service, Inc., of Illinois, who also has the
Wisconsin franchise.
Robert Stobo, formerly with National
Screen, has been named Illinois salesman
for Trailer-Made.

New Warner Worksheets
Issued in Midwest
Chicago — Worksheets

on

1939-40

War-

ner product have gone out throughout the
midwest district of Henry Herbel, district
manager. All 52 pictures, as announced
at their New York convention a month
ago, call for percentage deals, ranging
from 35 per cent down to 20 per cent.
Worksheets also have been prepared
already on all Warner shorts.

League
Chicago — The

Runs Short
Vitaphone

short

subject,

“The Declaration of Independence,” will
be one of the feature attractions of the
annual meeting of the Jewish and Christian Temperance League on April 13 to
the Stevens Hotel. The League is one
of the leading women’s

Pana,

are hard at work recruiting new players
for the Filmrow Softball League, which
gets underway shortly after the bowling
season is concluded.
At present only four teams are assured
— Henri Elman, Photoplay-Film Carriers,
Paramount and Filmack. Many new players are needed to strengthen the two other
teams from last year, 20th Century-Fox
and National Screen, so that they can remain in the league.
Porter made it clear that any one connected with the film industry may apply
for positions on the two teams and may
be employed anywhere on the Row or in
theatres. No fees are charged the players.
Games are held every Monday evening in
Grant Park.

Huck Finn

Wis. — The

A New

Busy Recruiting Players
For Softball League
Chicago — Chris

Tickets for Those

Pana

III. — Harry

clubs of the city.

House

Tanner,

operator

of

theatres here and in Vandalia, plans to
erect a new $75,000 house in Pana this
summer. The house will seat 1,000, and
will be completed by September 1.

After Senators'
Vote
Kirsch, Allied of Illinois

Chicago — Jack

president, sent special telegrams to Illinois Senators J. Hamilton Lewis and Scott
W. Lucas, urging them to vote for the
Neely bill again, a hearing on which was
due this week in Washington.
Ahead
Tampico,

in Tampico

III. — Repair

work

has

begun

on the Prophet Theatre here which was
damaged recently by fire. J. A. Dauntler
is manager.
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Compensation Laws Michigan Coop Members Free
Mulled in Ohio To Join Industry Groups
Columbus — The Ohio law covering unemployment compensation is more extensive in its coverage of small employers
than that of any other state in the union
and works a greater hardship on small
business men than similar laws in other
states.
This fact is brought to light in a bulletin of the Independent Theatre Owners of
Ohio. The bulletin says: “Last week the
House Judiciary Committee heard the proponents of H. B. 177 (Mr. Denver A. Ford,
Fulton County), which proposes that the
coverage of the Ohio Unemployment Compensation Law be changed from employers
of three or more workers to employers of
eight or more workers.
Representative Ford, in explaining his
bill, states that it was his intention to
exempt

small employers from the unemployment compensation tax and reconcile
the difference in coverage between the
Ohio law and Title IX (Federal Unemployment Compensation) of the Social Security Act.
The hearing before the House Judiciary
Committee brought out the fact that the
Unemployment Compensation Laws of
more than half of the states are similar
to the federal law, in that they cover only
employers who have had eight or more
workers in their employ in each of the 20
different calendar weeks during the year,
and that the Ohio law is more extensive
in its coverage of small employers than
any other state in the union.
It was stated at the hearing that if
Ford’s bill should pass, 25 per cent of the
60,000 employers’ accounts now maintained by the Ohio Unemployment Commission would be eliminated, whereas
only six per cent of the present 1,750,000
workers would be removed from the coverage of the Ohio law and the fund reduced
not more than eight per cent of its present
amount.
All of this would indicate, in the opinion of the ITO secretary, P. J. Wood, that
enactment of the Ford bill would not
prove a serious drain on the fund.

Ohio

Businessmen

Meet

at Washington

Again

Mutual
New

Theatres Adds

Houses

5

to String

Detroit — Five new theatres are reported
added to the Mutual Theatres group, making a total of 27 now booked by Ray
Moon’s

organization. The new houses include the Arc and Granada, here; Harry

Hanson’s State at Lake Orion; Walter
Shafer’s Shafer-Wayne at Wayne, and
Mrs. Minnie Gosline’s Ritz at Port Huron.
Moon has appointed Eddie Murphy as
special field representative. Murphy, who
recently left Grand National as a
man, will handle upstate contacts.

sales-

Ohio

— With

the

to

duals by Warner’s two first runs, the
Madison and Ohio, all local theatres will
have the same policy.
The Madison has been offering double
feature programs the last half of the week
for some time. The third Warner house,
the Majestic, adopted the dual policy when
it opened several years ago. The Ritz
and Park also maintain double features.
The Ohio, according to William Dworski,
manager, will offer double bills starting
Saturdays and continuing all week. The
Madison will change programs Sundays
and Thursdays.
On week days the theatres will open at
1:30 and close at 11:30, offering three
complete shows during that interim.

as student assistant
Penn in Pittsburgh.
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ME

relations

have

become

more

“coopera-

The new contracts approved by Coop
allow their members to join Allied, or
other industry groups. It is understood,
of course, that they will not join competitive booking organizations, such as
Mutual
tive.” Theatres, headed by Raymond E.
Moon, who
manager.

formerly

was

Coop’s

general

This move is expected to strengthen Allied membership in Detroit, where it has
been weak for the past two years, and at
the

same time provide a definite background for Coop to fit into the national
industry association picture. Hitherto it
has been, officially and formally at least,
an independent organization
voted to booking service.

primarily

de-

Detroit — A new 700-seat house is to be
constructed on Plymouth Road, west of
Detroit, for Steve Garber, a new entrant
in the theatrical field. Bennett &

Business men in all lines were
to attend this meeting.

Meadville, Pa. — Frances Farrah has
withdrawn from the Victor Theatre. The
house is now operated by Mrs. Teresa
Vetter.

a cou-

Cleveland — Nat Wolf, Warner zone
manager, and Harry Goldberg, national
advertising head of the theatre department, held two meetings of theatre managers to give them a first-hand report of
what occurred at the recent Warner convention. Southern Ohio managers, headed
by District Manager Ray Brown, met in
Columbus, while northern Ohio managers
under District Manager Dick Wright, met
in Cleveland.

The plan was inaugurated last year and
is being repeated in the hope of developing a better sentiment in the Ohio delegation toward the business interests of
Ohio.

Pa.

out to join Coop,

New

been named assistant manager of Loew’s
Broad Theatre here by Michael J. Cuklen,
division manager. He succeeds Robert
Byers, who resigned.
Auth comes to the Broad from his post

in Meadville,

dropped

Warner Meetings Held in
Columbus, Cleveland

Nestor Auth Assistant
At Broad in Columbus

Change

members

and

switch

The Ohio chamber of commerce held its
second annual meeting in Washington,
D. C„ on March 31 at which Ohio business men conferred with state senators
and congressmen in a frank discussion of
legislation concerning them, now pending
before congress.

invited

strained for a long time, largely as a result of the action whereby some 50 Allied
ple of years ago, at the time that Henderson M. Richey, now with RKO as director of exhibitor relations, switched from
Allied to Coop. This feeling has progressively faded out for the past year or so,

Mansfield, Ohio, Is Now
Double Feature Town
Mansfield,

Detroit — Liberalizing of the scope of
operations of Cooperative Theatres of
Michigan is indicated in action officially
taken by the board to allow Cooperative
members to become members of other industry associations. The former contracts
prohibited Coop members from belonging
to any other trade group, and this was
specifically taken to exclude membership
in Allied Theatres of Michigan.
Relations between Allied and Coop were

Columbus — Nestor

Auth,

“Mankind"

Pittsburgh,

manager

700-Seater Planned

By Garber

in Detroit

Straight are the architects in charge.
Plans are now completed and bids are
being taken on the work, construction to
start as soon as possible. The building
will be of brick construction relieved by a
front of combination
lain enamel.

face brick and porce-

Confer With Delis
has

Canton, Ohio — George S. Ellis and Earl
L. Ochsenbein, managers of the American
and State theatres in East Liverpool, were
here recently to confer with George A.
Delis, district manager for Interstate Theatres, Inc., with which the two houses
are affiliated.

of Loew’s

Wheeler
to WB

Hollywood — “Benefit of Mankind” has
been purchased by Warner. John Garfield
will be starred, with the author, Marvin
Wald, set to script.

Helms

Grand

Circleville, Ohio — Joe Wheeler of Port
Clinton, Ohio, has been appointed manager
of the Chakeres Grand to succeed Ralph
Winters, who has been assigned to another
Chakeres unit. Wheeler is former
ager of the Cliftona here.

man-

25

figures for 1937, where

5 % Dip in Total Film Footage
Reviewed in Detroit in 1938
Detroit — Films reviewed by Police Censor Charles Snyder showed a drop of
about five per cent in volume during 1938,
a report shows. However, the amount of
footage eliminated was more than tripled
during
cent.
There

the year and total footage rejected entirely increased about 12 per
was

a drop

of nearly

20 per cent

in the amount of English-speaking films
reviewed.
To offset this, however, foreign films
increased about 40 per cent. The chief

reason for this was the changeover of the
Latin Theatre (formerly the Brooklyn) to
a

straight Mexican-picture policy, bringing in 242,000 feet of Mexican film. No
Mexican films were recorded a year ago.
In addition, Italian films boomed about
40 per cent, with the entry of the Trieste
Film Co. into this territory.
Egyptian and Spanish films, non-existent a year ago, made their appearance
this year, while Syrian films disappeared
entirely.
The

figures for 1938, with

comparative

available, follow:
1938
1937
Total footage reviewed.... . . .5,733,000
495 6,087,000
English footage reviewed... . .. ..4,370,000
1,363,000
938,000
5,149,000
Foreign footage reviewed..
Features reviewed
177
400
Shorts
Foreign subjects
Total subjects reviewed
Eliminated footage
8,915
1,073
... 19,000
Rejected footage
17,000
Films entirely rejected
7
2,790
Foreign language footage:
.
.
393,000
1938
1937
German
.
.
.
242,000
Mexican
237,000
Polish
209,000
143,000
Hungarian
146,000
144,000
Italian
Russian
117,000
54,000
78,000
Swedish
54,000
Jewish
61,000
75,000
French
38,000
Greek
27,000
30,000
18,000
Egyptian
9,000
Spanish
11,000
Slovak
19,000
Ukrainian
Syrian

6,000
45,000
8,000
censor reviewed films in
language groups, The drop
as shown
accompanying report.
by difthe
16
third in Russian film
footage was especially noteworthy because of the former
of oneimportance of Russian product here.
The
ferent

Summarizing the year’s activities and
explaining the increase in censorship
eliminations, Snyder told Boxoffice:
“The rush of childbirth pictures following ‘The Birth of a Baby’ was chiefly responsible for the increase in cuts. There
was

quite a number of clinical reels submitted for censorship by various distributors made primarily to illustrate lectures
before medical students. These films
were brought in subsequent to the release

of ‘Birth’ in an attempt to commercialize
them by changing the reason for them
from educational to entertaining.
“Incidentally, I
cooperation of the
distributors and
only one protest
that case, which

have received the entire
industry, including both
exhibitors. There was
during the year, and in
was taken to court, the

action of the censor

of his vacation time in
Florida to visit the Fleischer studios in Miami. Trendle is inspecting background scenes in the forthcoming feature-length cartoon, “Gulliver’s Travels,” now in production at the studio.
Detroit for years, and other exhibitors
long have felt the theatre capacity of the

Detroit — Jack Broder’s new 264-seat
Rainbow Theatre opened to a good start.
Opening date was uncertain up to the last
minute because of rush of construction
work,

shortly, possibly
vivals.

petition to two of the city’s biggest theatres across the street, the new house is
being watched closely by other exhibitors.
Investment in a house of this size is obviously relatively small, in total, although
high per seating capita. It is on this
combination of facts that the success or
failure of the house will depend.
The Grand River-Joy Road corner,
where it is located, has been recognized
as the chief suburban shopping center of

26

bringing

back

strong

re-

Admission is 10 and 15 cents at matinees, and 10 and 20 cents evenings.
A
unique premium policy has been
adopted. Dishes wall be given away at
matinees only
time trade.

Moritz

in an

effort to build

Improving

day-

will be a modern
producing system.

RCA

sound

theatres will open it on a day-and-date
basis, Lloyd Hammond
Studios, the producing organization, discloses. The Fumbles consist of four-minute shows, devoted
to showing errors of production — “boners,”
such as a character’s changing clothes between scenes, ringing a non-existent doorbell, etc. The film also is straight comedy, designed to entertain those not taking
part in the contest.
Under standard setup, each house will
give

some 15 weekly prizes, to be distributed by mail rather than by taking
show time for stage awards unless desired.
Size of the awards will be determined by
each house according to its own budget.
The Fumbles will be produced in series
of 13, and will run a full week in each
house — over two to four changes, according to house policy. The contestant can
see a different show but the same issue of
Film

Olympic

Verona, Pa. — Joseph Moritz is remodeling the Olympic Theatre and installing
new equipments and fixtures. Among new
features

upheld.”

Detroit — “Film Fumbles,” new screen
giveaway tieup, will make its debut here
the week of April 23, when 50 Detroit

territory was all “sewed up” when the
Munz circuit built the Riviera and Annex,
with 2,800 and 1,824 seats, respectively, a
half block apart. No other house has been
built within a mile of this important corner since. The Riviera and Annex are
now leased to UDT.
Broder is starting with a dual bill policy,
using practically any films available.
However, he plans to swing over to singles

and publicity consequently was delayed somewhat, but first results indicated
a good patronage for the house.
Because of its unique situation in com-

was

Giveaway Game to Bow
In 50 Detroit Houses

See!George
— It's
" Gulliver's Travels " —
Trendle, UDT circuit operator, used part

A Good Start for
Detroit Rainbow

board

re-

Fumbles at each of several cooperating houses during the week.
The 50 prints being released in Detroit
will be released in upstate houses day and
date

two weeks later, with national release to follow, presumably on the same

basis.
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Busy April Is Planned
By Pitt Variety Club
Pittsburgh — A number of events are
scheduled by the Variety Club during
April, Ira H. Cohn, chief barker, announces.
The Friday evening Family Parties are
scheduled with the following hosts and
hostesses: April 7 — Good Friday, no party
announced: April 14 — Harry G. Feldman,
host; April 21 — Mr. and Mrs. Jules Lapidus; April 28 — Open, due to the
national convention at Detroit.
Monday

dinners

are

club’s

announced

gILL

HOLLENBAUGH,
Republic shipper, has been notified by the arts committee of the Motion Picture Art Fund

for German Refugees, that he is a winner in the contest and will receive Artist
Hy Rubin’s “Figure of a Girl” . . . Mr.
and Mrs. Abe Weiner are vacationing in
Miami for several weeks. This is a belated honeymoon for the local United
Artists manager and his Boston bride of
a month.

with

“Kings” named as follows: April 3, Steve
Cox; April 10, Victor A. Rigaumont; April
17, Harry Kramer and Herb Dimling;
April 24, no dinner; Tuesday, April 25,
Paramount dinner with David Kimelman
as King.

Russ Wehrle cooked up an “April Fule
Owl’s Show” for Friday, March 31, “at
30 minots past 11,” at the Times, Brad-

John M. Phillips and
of Pittsburgh.

Dr. John

Hollinger

Jules Lapidus, who resigned his duties
with Grand National to join New Universal as local branch manager, departed
last week for a ten-day vacation. He takes
over his new duties April 3 . . . Metro
Premier Co. has opened a local Filmrow
office at the LeViant Printing shop. Van
Braam and Edna St. .. . Sons of two
local showmen appeared this week in the
Carnegie Tech production, “The Late
Christopher Bean.” They are Herbert
Browar, son of the Mark Browars, and

Sixty-six persons attended the March 24
party, hosted by the Joseph Misrachs. Jim
Alexander’s “Round-Up”
for March 31.

was

scheduled

David Idzal Honor Guest
Oi Detroit Barkers
Detroit — David M. Idzal, managing director of the Fox Theatre, was guest of
honor at the last Variety Club luncheon
celebrated as Fox Theatre Day. Idzal spoke
briefly on showmanship, and was supported by Manager Jack Hurford and Publicity Director Harry Remington of the Fox.
Speaker of the day was Malcolm W.
Bingay, editorial director of the Detroit
Free Press, an associate Barker of Variety.
He gave a well-received talk on current
world and domestic problems and baseball, tying them in with a humor known
to all Detroiters through his daily columns.
Entertainment was furnished by the Ford
Dixie Eight, sponsored by the Ford Motor
Co., an octette of Negro singers.
Mitzi Green, former screen star, headlining the Fox stage show this week, made
a brief appearance and hurried back for
the early show.

Mork-Green Studio Has
Several New Jobs
Detroit — Mork-Green Studios, Inc., reports considerable activity in stage furnishings and draperies. They have recently equipped the new Rainbow Theatre
and the new Atlas Theatre, west side
houses as well as several houses of the
Schine Circuit in New York and Delaware; installed new draperies at Thomas
Ellul’s Ferndale Theatre, in the Detroit
suburb of Ferndale, and special draperies
at the Booth Theatre for Julius London.

Summer

Display

Cleveland — A1 Sunshine, manager of
the Cleveland office of Hollywood Advertising Co., has on display a new line of
“cool” valances, bannerettes and flags for
summer display at theatres. Last week.
Sunshine made a trip through Indiana
and Kentucky to introduce the line, and
this week he covers the western Pennsylvania territory.
BOXOFFICE

Honor Legionnaires —
Pittsburgh — Attaining the status of an
Honor Post for 1939, the members oi
Variety Club Post No. 589 of the American
Legion were photographed at their recent
meeting. Pictured here are:
Front Row, left to right: Brian McDonald; James G. Balmer, Finance Officer;
Rev. Father James Garrahan, Chaplain
and Service Officer; Harry M. Kalmine,
Commander; C. C. Kellenberg, Adjutant;
dock. Admission was tivo thin dimes and
the screen attractions were kept a secret
. . . Michael Manos, the circuit executive,
has returned from a vacation in Florida
. . . The Boh Leibers are honeymooning
in New

York. The manager of the Paramount, Braddock, and Miss Frances First
were married March 19 . . . Visitors over
the weekend at the Burtus Bishops were
B. Rosenwald, Charlotte manager for
M-G-M, and Mrs. Rosenwald, and T. E.
Bailey, Charlotte sales representative for
the company, and Mrs. Bailey.
Members of the Junior Crime
tion Bureau met at the Granada

PrevenTheatre

Saturday morning and elected new officials of “Hill City” and were guests of
the management at a special show. City
and county officials addressed the “Hill
City” voters . . . Second state AudioVisual Education Conference, sponsored
by the Pennsylvania College for Women,
was held at the college March 31 and April
1, with Dr. James S. Kinder in charge.
Speakers included Arch A. Mercey, assistant director of the United States Film
Service; Howard Gray, director of film
studies at Erpi Classroom Films, Inc.;
William Gregory of Cleveland and Mrs.

Dr. A. I. Wise.
Second Row: George W. Collins; Jerry
Mayhall; George D. Tyson, Second Vice
Commander; Dr. L. G. Bienhauer; Harry
G. Feldman; Joseph S. Misrach, Sgt.-atArms; M. S. England.
Third Row: Sidney Marke; Joseph Hiller; Ed Doran, County Commander; I.
Elmer Ecker; B. P. “Dinty” Moore;
Hartbauer, District Commander.
Robert Finkel, son
Both are students
school.

of the
of the

Dan

Bill Finkels.
Tech drama

Harris circuit has shifted Henry Miller
of the Family, East Liberty, to the Strand,
Youngstown, Ohio, with Harry Seigel
coming here to the east end spot . . . Ira
H. Cohn and his sales organization were
away at their sales convention this week
and were missed at the local 20t-h-Fox
exchange. The Variety Club’s chief barker scheduled the club activities for April
before departing . . . MPTO’s conciliation
committee is still busy . . . Steve Forrest
continues in office as exalted ruler of the
Pittsburgh Elks . . . Fred J. Herrington
and Bill Brown returned from a trip to
Harrisburg where they found a “satisfactory” condition regarding legislation affecting the industry. They had nothing
to state for publication, however.
“Champions of the Gridiron,” produced
by the National Football League, is being
booked by Art Rooney, president of the
Pirates Football Team, who is proud of
twin sons, Pat and Mike, several weeks
old . . . The Had Pauls have purchased
(Continued

on

page

31)
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Legislature

of West Virginia
Trade

Adjourns;

exhibitors realized that it was introduced
too late this year to have much chance
of passing. However, they were on guard
and were prepared to go to work if it had
been reported out of committee.
Forbes R. Hiehle, spokesman for the

Unharmed

ITO’s
Charleston, W. Va. — Not a single bill
which could possibly affect the theatre
industry adversely was enacted into law
by the West Virginia legislature. With
the adjournment of the session, a number
of measures were “hanging fire” or buried
in committees.
There were several measures introduced
which would have had “disastrous” results
had they been passed, according to Forbes
R. Hiehle, son of R. J. “Riney” Hiehle,
president of the ITO of West Virginia, who
is spokesman for the legislative committee of this exhibitor organization.
He states “the ITO and several theatre
owners who are not members of this association, had a very effective organization
in Charleston. We all realized we were
working for the same thing and we
worked hand in hand and I’m sure our
work dove-tailed together with a very
successful result. We had a real battle on
our hands.”
There were approximately 750 bills introduced in the house and senate during
the 44th session, this number being slightly less than the number of measures before the 1937 legislature.

Proposed

measures

which

were

the most

Forrer,

legislative committee, who is connected with the law firm of Marshall &
at Parkersburg,

W.

Va., is a

for-

standpoint

mer member of the legislature. In h's
summary of the session recently closed at

An act prohibiting all types of lotteries,
including Bank Night, Lucky, Screeno,
Diamond Ring Night, etc. Introduced
January 16, this measure was known as
House Bill 20.

Charleston, he told Boxoffice that “the
theatre industry was certainly fortunate
this session and we are all pleased with

important
included:

from

the showman’s

An act specifically prohibiting Theatre
Bank Night. This act was introduced
January 17 by Representative Perry and
was known as House Bill 33.
Another Perry bill, introduced at the
same time, would compel theatre owners
to maintain two men in the booth at all
times. This was House Bill 34.
House Bill 208, introduced February 2,
was primarily a labor bill which would,
through the medium of a registration system of operators, eventually put the management and control of the theatre in the
hands of the union.
Late

in the session, Senator Moler introduced a bill which would create a

three-member board of censors to pass
on motion pictures.
The censorship measure is introduced
regularly each session. The West Virginia

the results of our work.”
“Possibly in 1941 we will have a program of some constructive legislation
which we will want to introduce into the
legislature and have enacted into law. It
will be a novelty being on the offensive
instead of on the defensive as was our lot
throughout

the 1939 session.”

Big Features Exchange
Opened in Cleveland
Cleveland — Big Features Rights, independent distributors operating in the
southern Ohio territory until the present
time, has opened its Cleveland exchange
in the Film Bldg.
Lee

Goldberg,

owner

of

Big

Feature

Rights, has placed Carl Scheuch and Bernard Rubin in charge of the Cleveland
office.
Scheuch is a well-known film salesman,
having covered this territory for leading

QRCHIDS
to the local M-G-M personnel,
who, headed by E. M. Booth, captured
many prizes at the annual convention of
the company at Chicago. Four of the
local sales force were among the top five
of the company, with John Allen leading.
Following closely were Bill LaSance, Bill
Carroll and Milt Jacobs. Four bookers
were mentioned among the leading ten.
Cash awards were distributed to the entire personnel in the efficiency contest.
“Red”

Devaney

announces managerial
Linz, manager of the

Capitol, shifts to the Paramount, succeeding M. J. Kavanaugh, resigned. James
Pendergast, manager of the Grand, moves
into Linz’s shoes. Roy Ferndon, manager
of the RKO Family, steps up to the Grand
managership, and Eugene Works, RKO

Lee

assistant

Goldberg

manager,

of Big

becomes

Features

man-

Rights,

announces appoinment of Louis Klar, former manager for Educational and First
Division here, as salesman for southern
Ohio. Goldberg has contracted for several
single-reel subjects,
including “The
Mother” and “The Pope of Peace.” The
latter is a biographical study of the late
Pope Pius.

Now

An Office

in Cleveland

Hollywood Advertising Co.
FLAGS

- BANNERS

- VALANCES

402 Film Bldgr. — PRospect
AL, SUNSHINE
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The

is local office manager.

RKO
Theatres
changes. Norman

Family
ager.

No

4583

more

visitors, is the word

from

the

bedside of J. Real Neth, who has suffered a slight relapse . . . Rudy Knoepfle
of Republic, will be back in harness
shortly . . . Mrs. Paul Krieger weathered
her recent emergency and is back home
Freddy Krimm, Columbia and Mayfair,
Dayton, visited on the Row wearing slight
scars from a recent automobile accident.
Hyde Park Amusement Co., has applied for a permit to erect a $12,500 addition to their Hyde Park Theatre on Erie

Ave.

Other theatre activity reported includes Doc Newbold’s new lease for a
theatre at Sofia, W. Va. . . . Charley Behlen and Warren Shafer have returned
from Florida. Mrs. Phil Chakeres was to
return by April 1.
“The Story of
is RKO Easter
the Shubert for
Week . . . J. H.
the Auditorium

Vernon and Irene Castle”
fare, and is booked into
an indefinite run Easter
Davidsoii has taken over
Theatre at Georgetown,

Ohio . . . The Queen City Bookers’ Club
had an anniversary mass for Ed Gerth,
20 th-Fox booker, who was killed last year.
Subscriptions are being taken on the
Row to aid the wife and children of Herb
England, who died after a year’s illness.
England was a former employe of RKO
and later was in the employ of Bill Bien
of Theatre Poster Supply.
Maurice Chase is the new local franchise holder of Trailer-Made Service . . .
Mrs. A. Scheible and Miss L. Macklin have
made arrangements with Big Features
Rights to roadshow “The Fight for Peace”
in southern Ohio, and have already booked
the feature in Hillsboro and Chillicothe.

distributors for many years. Most recently, he was associated with Monogram. Bernard Rubin has been connected with the
Liberman Flag and Valence Co. He will
double as office manager, booker and city
salesman,
while Scheuch will cover the
territory.
Big Feature Rights will specialize in
distribution of westerns, action, exploitation and novelty films.
Included in their present feature lineup
are eight Bob Steeles, eight Fred Scotts,
eight Tim McCoys. The shorts include
“Trailing the Jaguar,” now playing the
Ohio Warner circuit; “Youth March
produced by the Oxford group, and
Pope

On,”
“The

of Peace.”

Four Must Pay Fines lor
Violating Sunday Law
Cambridge, Ohio — The appellate court
has approved $50 fines levied against Dan
Gilhula, manager of the Cort and State
theatres here, and three of his employes
for operating Sunday shows contrary to a
city ordinance.

Modernize

the Main

Sharpsburg, Pa. — The Main Theatre
here was closed March 26 for extensive
renovation and modernization by Harry
Rachiele and William and Harry Walker.
A new floor is being installed and the
front modernized. The house will reopen
Easter Sunday.

Long-Termer

to Baby

Hollywood — “Sandy” Henville, 11month-old baby who appeared in Universal’s “East Side of Heaven,” has been
given a long-term contract at that studio.
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Detroit Films Get
Church Plugs

CLEVELAND

Detroit — Unintentional tieup between
exhibitors at Wyandotte, southend Detroit
suburb, and the First Methodist Episcopal Church has been in effect for the past
few weeks there. The pastor. Rev. Edward Wilcox, has been selecting titles of
current films playing the town as subjects
for his sermons. The most recent were
“There
Against

Goes My Heart”
the World.”

and

“Woman

Now Associated Theatres’ Wyandotte
Theatre has “Jesse James” booked for
next week, and exhibitors are wondering
if the Reverend will use this theme for a
discourse on dictators.

Cleveland Is Trying to
Revive Legit Theatre
Cleveland — To
bund legitimate
group of citizens,
ber of commerce,
of Cleveland, Inc.

bring to life the moritheatre in Cleveland, a
sponsored by the chamhas incorporated Players

The purpose of the association, according to Walter I. Beam, executive vicepresident of the chamber, is to promote a
24-week theatrical season in Cleveland by
underwriting a
guaranteed attendance
through subscribers of the association.
Any person living in or near Cleveland
who is a subscriber to the underwriting
plan, shall be eligible for membership
upon approval of the executive committee.
Members will deposit $100 each. Annual membership fee will be $2. The $100
deposit will apply on seats for each performance based on the regular boxoffice
admission prices. This will give the subscriber seat preference, but no price
preference.

^yiLLIAM N. SKIRBALL, whose interests include both exhibition and distribution, left here last Friday for a threeweeks’ vacation and pleasure trip to the
west coast . . . Jack Sogg, M-G-M
city
salesman who had the town worried over
the outcome of a mastoid operation, received his dismissal from the hospital and
is now enjoying the luxury of being at
home with his family.

The wandering film men are on their
way hack north from vacations varying
from two weeks to three months. Lester
Zucker, Columbia branch manager, and
Mrs. Zucker returned from a couple of
weeks in Florida. Paul Gusdanovic, circuit owner, and Mrs. Gusdanovic drove in
the end

of the vjeek from a trip that included Tucson, Ariz., for sinus trouble,
New Orleans for the Mardi Gras, and
Miami Beach just for good measure. Nat
Lefton, Republic franchise owner, and his
wife also have checked in after a short stay
in Florida.

Bill Selman of the Forum Theatre, Norwalk, comes to town so seldom that he was
treated to an enthusiastic reception in the
Film Bldg, the other day . . . Harry Henderson is hanging up some sort of record
this week. He’s celebrating his seventh
anniversary as managing director of the
Jennings and Lorain-Fulton theatres.
Jim Mooney, absent too long from the
Row, returns as Grand National booker
and office manager, succeeding Stanley
Soderberg . . . Dave Charnas has moved
out of the Monogram shipping room and
into the shipping room of Big Feature
Rights Exchange which opened last Monday with Carl Scheuch and Bernard Rubin
in charge. Charles Kates takes over the responsibility ofthe Monogram shipping de-

partment. He was formerly

assistant

ship-

Harry LaVine, Republic district manper.
ager, spent all last week visiting with the
exhibitors of Cleveland and, accompanied
by Rudy Norton, with the exhibitors of
northern Ohio. That done, he went down
to spend this week in the Cincinnati territory. . . Nate Schultz, Monogram franchise owner, was in Chicago for a special
screening of “Streets
ring Jackie Cooper.

of New

York,”

star-

Herbert Horstemeier, well known in local
film circles, has started a booking agency
. . . Marty Burnett, manager of Loew’s
Dayton, through Republic’s traveling publicity representative, Al Gregg, sends regards to all the friends he left behind
when he was transferred
Ganada in Cleveland.

from

Loew’s

Harry Reiners, RKO exploitation man,
has been in town working with the Warner staff on a campaign for “Love Affair,”
currently playing the Hippodrome . . .
“Three Smart Girls Grow Up” and right
into the hearts of all those who sat in on
a screening of this newest
Deanna Durbin pictures.

of Universal’s

Pipe smokers are hereby notified that
Sam Gorrell, Republic sales manager, has
some tobacco taking up space in his desk
that he is anxious to get rid of. A brief attempt at pipe smoking convinced Gorrell
that henceforth he will stick to cigarettes.
Harry Goldberg, national advertising
head of the Warner theatre department,
spent

the week here and in Columbus attending zone meetings of Warner theatre
managers . . . Herman Smith, owner of
the Ridge Theatre, Cleveland, reports he
broke all Friday house records last week
with the first giveaway of his Coulter
Premium deal.

Members may skip two shows of their
own choosing, do not have to buy tickets
for repeat performances and are entitled
to attend luncheons and functions at
which stars of productions will hold open
house.

A Major Bowes

Detroit — Detroit will have a second
first-run vaudeville house for one week

Detroit — Leonard Schecter of Detroit,
who until recently was with Columbia in

This plan, to guarantee a season of
legitimate plays at the Hanna, only legitimate theatre in Cleveland, is backed by
the Upper Euclid Ave. merchants. It follows the plan now in successful operation
in St. Louis.

only, starting April 7.

Washington, D. C„ has been named Michivice. gan representative for Trailer-Made Ser-

Home

Breen

Script

Hollywood — The script for “Boy Who
Cried Wolf,” a Principal Pictures production starring Bobby Breen, is being polished by Harry Chandlee.

BOXOFFICE

Schecter Trailer-Made
Agent in Michigan

to

The Broadway-Capitol
United

Detroit

cir-

cuit is bringing in Major Bowes’ World’s
Fair Revue to the Broadway-Capitol,
which has not housed vaudeville since the
circuit reopened it a couple of years ago.
Policy evidently is on a tryout basis,

Schecter was appointed by Johnny Mednikow of Chicago, who has the Michigan
franchise for the trailers.

with the house going to a one-film policy
for the week, instead of the usual dual
bill.

Youth Is Sentenced

for Velas

St. Clairsville, Ohio— Chris Velas, who
operates theatres in Bellaire, Yorkville,
Bridgeport and Powhattan Point, Ohio, and
Elm Grove, W. Va„ and his bride, the
former Rose De Leretto, will make their
home here upon their return from a Florida honeymoon.

Polishes

Revue
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First Date Drive
Detroit — Excellent Pictures Corp. is
making plans for its first play date drive,
President William Flemion told Boxoffice
this week. Dates have been set for May 10
to July 10. Special publicity material in a
variety of forms is being prepared by
Flemion for the drive.

Youngstown, Ohio — Raymond
Mcllvaine, 23, of Cleveland, who pleaded guilty
to an attempted robbery of the Palace here
January 1, has been sentenced to one to
15 years in the Mansfield Reformatory.

L
Wilbur

F. Jones

Columbus — Wilbur F. Jones, 49, projectionist at the Clinton Theatre here, died
suddenly of a heart attack.

’ Sidney”
~
GAMESgarfInkle
AND PREMIUMS

THEATRE
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DRESSERWARE
“LUCKY"— CHINA
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Cleveland, Ohio
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gILL FLEMION jr„ son of the Excellent
manager, was operated on Tuesday
for appendicitis. His grandmother, Mrs.
C. H. Garard, who is well known to all
showmen at Wellston, Ohio, came here
to be with him . . . The Contemporary
Theatre bought new seats from the Acme
Chair Co. last week.
Charles H. Miles, Miles-Detroit Theatre
Co., one of the honored old-time names of
local showdom, still has a major interest
in the old Miles Theatre property (known
today as the Griswold Building) , it was
disclosed this week when legal permits for
alterations were taken out.
Elmer S. Thrasher is reorganizing Convex Picture Studios . . . Edward Jacobson,
formerly of Ray Schreiber’s Forest and
Garden theatres, is manager of Jack
Broder’s new Rainbow . . . W. J. Turnbull, genial National Theatre Supply
manager, is remodeling and enlarging his
office.
a

Emil Beck and Michael J. Chargot have
busy time settling European problems

. . . Mort Vinson’s solution for America’s
problems is a more liberal credit to industry. . . Sol Berns has booked the tryout vaude shows at the Annex for an extended run and may add several other
UDT houses . . . George W. Trendle is
back from a business trip in New York.
George McArthur has been busy equipping the new Esquire and Atlas theatres
. . . Bill Hurlbut has conferred the title
of Dean of the Film Industry on Harlan
Starr . . . C. C. Perry is planning to order
a set of rubber silverware to keep the
room quiet during Variety luncheon
broadcasts on WMBC.
Arthur DuCliarme was pinch-hitting
Monday as guest of honor for his chief,
Cem Merritt, who was in Florida . . . Associated Theatres is giving up the Granada
Theatre, March 31, to be succeeded by the
new Variety Enterprises . . . Col. Harry A.
Cole, national Allied head, is expected
here in about a month.
Harold

C.

Robinson,

sun-tanned

in

Florida, regrets he couldn’t stay there
longer . . . Bill Carlson’s 13-day trip to
Florida is a record for short ones, we submit . . . Mrs. Hal Burriss, who went south
two weeks ago, writes she’s a victim of
nostalgia. She’s away on a cruise of the
Caribbean now, deserting Florida temporarily.
Cullen

Landis,

former

screen

star, was

a guest of Jack Haley at Variety’s luncheon Monday . . . Harold Robinson brought
two whole tables of his drivers for the

a lively additioji to Variety’s St. Patrick’s
Day party . . . Mrs. Joseph Rich exhibits
calloused hands, the result of hard work,
she says . . . W. Benjamin, W. R. Sturgess
and Jack Stewart opened the golf season
Saturday at Meadowbrook in near-zero
temperature and a high wind. Scores not
revealed.
Max

Col. Tim

McCoy

of Columbia

now

at

claims

the title of “Dr. McCoy.” McCoy and
Clair Townsend ran several blocks down
the street Monday. Reason unknown, but
the colonel lost . . . Harlan Starr reports
he’s still a victim of amnesia . . . Arthur
Robinson says: “Better late than never.”
Irene Chargot and her 17 guests proved

30

and

Irving

Belinsky

handling arrangements for the undated Variety dinner . . . Pete Ramsey of
motiograph has been spending a couple
of weeks contacting houses for George
McArthur . . . Manager Lester Sturm is
air-conditioning the Fox Pictures Exchange. . . Jack Broder has secured council approval for a marquee on his new
Rainbow Theatre.
William

Kimmel

has

added

his

West

End

to the string booked by Mutual. Kimmel and D. M. Robbins of the Echo should
be twins, filmites have decided, because of
their striking resemblance . . . Sid Bowman and Harry Lotz of UA are feuding

again . . . Moe
ing weight, and

Dudelson
rapidly.

is reported

los-

Eddie Heiber, getting over a bad flu
attack, is striving to put his crew ahead
in the Heineman play date drive . . . Jack
Saxe is reported by his secretary “in the
pink” . . . Anne O’Donnell is adopting a
new motto — “We’re feeling Excellent” . . .
Esther Zemon has joined Grand National
as contract clerk.
Joseph

Simon

has

completed

six more

prints of his feature, “Softball — the Game
of Millions,” for distribution to CCC
camps . . . W. Benjamin, Grand National
manager, has been upstate selling . . . Jay
Conover of GN reports a record of 134
play dates on three prints.
Bill Hendricks, UDT’s exploiteer, celebrated his birthday — age not disclosed —
last Monday . . . J. Ollie Brooks is convalescing from his recent serious illness
and

is to undergo a nasal operation, probably this week . . . Frank Howard, former
booker for Cooperative, postcards from

Saranac Lake that he’s getting along fine
and will be back in Detroit within six
months.
Ed C. Murphy, former Grand
salesman, is now with Mutual

National
Theatres

. . . Walter Shafer’s Garden City Theatre
at Garden City, in process of construction,
will be booked by Mutual when completed
. . . Alban

J. Norris, manager

gan Film Library, will book
Peace” in this territory.
Russel]

occasion — a near record . . . Prosecuting
Attorney Duncan C. McCrea, and his chief
investigator , Harry Colburn, and Probate
Judge Patrick H. O’Brien, were guests
Variety’s St. Patrick’s Day party.

Blumenthal

are

Johnson

Post

of the Michi“The

Pope

of the Legion,

of
as-

Rich Memories
Detroit — Gus Greening, who formerly
managed the Miles Theatre here and
other houses in the United States and
Canada, is confined to his bed at his home
at 4661 Gray Ave.
Greening enjoys having visitors and his
rich memories include interesting bits on
the

heyday of vaudeville and other information on the early history of the in-

dustry.

Detroit Business
Still at Low Ebb
Detroit — Local showmen became reconciled to a siege of poor business when the
first weekend in a month with passable
weather conditions did not result in any
increase. Saturday and Sunday were cold
and cloudy, but no rain or snow fell for
the first time in weeks.
Consensus of survey among local operators is that few did good business, despite
good picture breaks at a number of important houses. Lent is now receiving the
blame for conditions, and exhibitors are
looking

to a marked pickup with anticipated good weather and Easter in the
second week of April.
Average business in Detroit appears to
be about two-thirds of normal, but upstate
houses in smaller towns reported much
better conditions on the average. Consensus of opinion of service companies and
salesmen contacting upstate operators
shows definite signs of recovery in recent
weeks — but this is in the more rural
regions only. The larger industrial cities,
such as Saginaw and Grand Rapids, show
business as far down as in Detroit itself.

sisted by Ralph Ruben, has been presenting two different shows to boys at St.
Francis’ Home. Commander Jack Ferentz
is making plans for installation of new officers on Flag Day, June 14 . . . Lou
Cohen is in Florida with his brother, Ben,
and will return early in April.
Wayne Brenkert has returned from an
extended business trip in the east . . .
Wallace Cross is back from a trip through
Pennsylvania.
Monogram’s Lou Greenley, back from
bucking six-foot snowdrifts in upper
Michigan, reports the trade upstate is
anxiously looking forward to a big summer business in the resort sectors . . . Harlan Starr was in Chicago over the weekend for a Monogram branch managers’
meet. Jack Saxe accompanied him.
Pete Simon was seen taking Paul E.
Field out to dinner the other day. Field is
the producer who formerly booked revues
for the Butterfield circuit and other theatres. . . Fred Nugent may go into exhibition, following his withdrawal from the
local distribution field.
Jimmy Crist, Saginaw exhibitor, and
Glove Willard of Grand Rapids, both are
recovering from prolonged illnesses . . .
Bob Peltier of the Mount Clemens Bijou
has returned from Florida . . . Evelyn
Phillips and Mary Blackburn, formerly of
Cooperative, have joined Mutual Theatres.
Harold Robinson’s truck drivers are
bringing in very optimistic reports about
business upstate.
William

Marsh,

M-G-M

auditor, is here

for three or four weeks . . . It’s “General”
William Graham, not Grant, who assists
Chester Brown at the Latin Theatre . . .
A1 Dezel, roadshow distributor, was in
town this week.
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legal counsel
Companies.

Ferdinand in an
Art Exhibit

picadors

and

there

are

pictures

of

matadors.

Among

(Continued

from

page

Amusement

Two

Wayne, W. Va., and R. T. “Dick” Kemper,
former Wheeling theatre manager, now
operating a house at Shelby, Ohio, will
open a new 500-seat house at Crestline,
Ohio . . . Pat Kennedy, George F. Callahan’s son-in-law, has gone to Los Angeles to engage in the real estate business
with his brother-in-law. Pat should be
returning to radio.

Colored drawings of the famous bovine have been on exhibition for several weeks.
addition,

Harris

the

film

peddlers

expected

27)

farm near Wilkinsburg and will cultivate corn . . . Harry Levine, veteran local
film man, is up and around again after
being laid up in Montefiore Hospital for
about two months . . . Ben Burke was
busy at a dentist’s office this week and
Frank Frayne was making the rounds on
Filmrow . . . Jimmy Nash still exhibiting
what the well dressed young man will
wear. He has led the fashion parade hi
the celluloid center for a decade.
another

swell

dresser,

has sold his story, “Happiness Girl,” to
Monogram. This is not the first screen
story he has sold, but, in addition to the
original story, he has worked out a great
exploitation campaign which will include
national radio tieups for it. There are
wonderful possibilities in the ideas of the
local Monogram manager. Dorothy Reid
(Mrs. Wallace Reid), Monogram producer,
is preparing the screen adaption. Best
wishes Mark for a grand success.
Eight-year -old Joan and her three-yearold sister, Janet, daughters of the Harry
Kalmines, are due for a surprise when they
get back to 1325 Squirrel Hill Ave. from
a Florida vacation. Their cellar’s being
converted into a playroom, the picturebook kind with fancy blackboards and
fairy-tale murals decorating the walls . . .
Saul Steinfeld has been bitten by the LoveBug!
Harold

C. Lund

was

in New

York

on

business . . . Filmrow Bowling League’s
eighth annual banquet may be set for the
Carlisle Club, Baum Blvd. at Liberty Ave.
No league games are scheduled for April 7,
Good Friday ... Si Steinhauser, Press
radio editor, reports “they’ve clipped Jimmie Fidler’s wings. He’ll quit finding
fault with pictures, reviewing only the good
ones — the four and

five bell kind.”

Martin Seed, son of Harry Seed, Warner
branch manager, who has been representing the Globe Poster Co., has taken on the
Morris Liberman line of banners, standards, flags, valances, etc. . . . Harry Seed’s
brother, Dave, veteran vaudeville comic,
has been making appearances in the local
territory . . . Lou Engel, Coulter premium
agent, is offering a theatre deal for famous books . . . The Andrew E. Sheridans
are parents of a boy, born last week in
Mercy Hospital. Mother is a daughter of
the late John P. Harris, founder of the
Nickelodeon, and Mrs. Eleanor Harris,
“Mother

of Variety Clubs,” and Papa
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Detroit — The
indicated
weeks
season

total

by

the

ban

city

on

carnivals

council

a

few

ago was
reversed, with approval of the first two permits of the
for two shows to go out on lots

April
be

1. Sentiment in the council remains divided, and the carnivals may
considered on probation.

to

Rogal, Harry Fendrick, George W. Collins, Lou Hess, George Moore, Bill Scott,
Bob Caskey, Jack Cohen and Jackson Judd.
This is goin’ to be good!
Dr. W. C. Frost, who has purchased
the theatre at Castle Shannon, was a
recent Filmrow shopper with his manager, Dean McCloskey . . . Brian McDonald is meeting with success with a
regular Friday evening amateur night
show at the WB
Enright Theatre . . .
Mickey

Goldman,

Permits

participate in a “testimonial dinner to
themselves” at an early date in Erie are
Bob Lynch, Ed Lebby, Sid Sugarman, Joe

a

Mark

Carnival

Pass in Detroit

Urling & Davis’ Alpine circuit will open
new theatres this summer at Rupert and

Pittsburgh — Ferdinand, Walt Disney's
peace-loving bull, is gathering the
crowds in the Gillespie Art Gallery.

In

for the

is the

Sleissinger, former Greenville exhibitor, would like to set up shop again.
So would David Miller, former theatre
operator here and at Chester, W. V.

QOVERNOR
JOHN W. BRICKER will be
inducted as an honorary of the Variety
Club, Tent Two, on April 4. National Chief
Barker John H. Harris, Pittsburgh, will be
in charge of the ceremonies. Chief barkers
of the other Ohio tents will be guests.
Funeral services were held Monday for
Wilbur F. Joiies, age 49, who died as a
result of a heart ailment.
jectionist of Neth’s
Nestor

Auth,

He

was

the pro-

Clinton.

for the past four years

the staff of Loew’s

Penn,

Pittsburgh,

joined the staff of Loew’s Broad
ant to Manager Clint Wander,

on
has

as assistaccording

to Michael J. Cullen, western division manager. Most recently Auth served as student assistant manager at the Penn. He
replaces Robert Byers.

Directs "6,000 Enemies"

Hollywood — George

Seitz

will

direct

“6,000 Enemies,” co-featuring Walter Pidgeon and Ritz Johnson, for Metro. Lucien
Hubbard produces.

Buys McConville Story
Hollywood — “Outlaw of Three
a story by Bernard McConville,
purchased
western.

f_

by RKO

BOOKING
For

as a

George

- Dependable

off-size by error.

three-week vacation at Biloxi, Miss. Eleanor Arnold, boxoffice assistant at the
Mary

Anderson, returned to ivork following recovery from an operation. C. O.
Humston, manager of the Lyric Theatre
at Lawrenceburg , Ky., installed a new neon
front.
It’s “Gift Night” every Saturday now at
the Empire Theatre, Sellersburg, Ind., a
few miles north of Louisville. Merchants
of the community are cooperating with
the theatre management in the enterprise.
G. C. Craddock, lately of Texas, replaced
Floyd Brown as manager of the Universal
district office at Indianapolis.
The

drum

and

bugle

corps

of the Sons

of the Legion, this city, staged a colorful
parade and performance in connection
with the Strand’s showing of “Spirit of
Culver.” The unit marched several blocks
through the business section to the theatre,
there presented a brief concert, and then
saw the picture as special guests of Strand
Manager A. B. McCoy.
O. J. Minnix, manager of the Southland
at London, Ky„ was in to buy a set of
lobby frames. Others here on recent buying trips include J. P. Hundley, manager
of the Aristo at Lebanon, Ky.; A. N. Miles,
who lately installed a new sound outfit in
his nearly finished theatre at Eminence,
and Price Coomer, manager of the New
(Continued on next page)
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Fred J. Dolle, president of the Fourth
Avenue Amusement Co., returned from a

Exhibitors

EMIL H. BECK
919
Make

of the equipment

O’Brien

SERVICE

All Michigan

Experienced

Corners,”
has been

I’HE Mary Anderson’s new marquee went
up last week, and will be enhanced by
a colored plate glass front with indirect
lighting effects. Cliff Buechel, manager at
that house, had to stay up nearly all night
to see that the installation work went
along without a hitch. It seems some part

in Our

25th

Exchange

J

Cleveland

Sales
Office

Year

Manager
Manager

of Independent

Operation

Cincinnati

Indianapolis

(Continued

Pittsburgh — Feeling somewhat slighted
in the matter of testimonial banquets,
according

to some of the film sales representatives who cover the northern territory out of Pittsburgh, these boys are

planning a “dinner” of their own.
It is reported that at some date

Blatts Will Rebuild
Theatre at Mercer

LOUISVILLE

Some North Pittsburgh
Salesmen Plan Affair

from

preceding

Harlan at Harlan, Ky., who
a plane of his own.

flits about

in

Harry Schwartz, manager of theatres at
Lexington and Frankfort, Ky., has reopened the old National Theatre in Louisville
for a series of weekend

to be

page)

films.

stage

shows

and

The first such combination, featuring Dixie Dunbar in person, brought

set this group of film peddlers will “meet
and eat” in Erie. The "slighted” angle
is a gag, of course, but it is true that an

encouraging boxoffice receipts. The National had been gathering dust for several

affair will be planned.
vite exhibitor friends,

Maybe they'll inand maybe they

years.

won’t. It all depends,
spokesman. He doesn’t
pends upon.

according to the
state what it de-

Late last week it was reported that
Charlie Truran, Meadville showman, would
chairman a dinner for the boys who work
the northern area.
On Filmrow it was stated such an affair
would be a testimonial to end all such
testimonials,

for a

while.

It was “Shirley Temple Week” in Louisville last week, with Mayor Joseph D.
Scholtz

issuing a proclamation,
static, enlarged copy of which

played in the Rialto lobby.
Princess” was showing.

a photowas dis-

“The

“Huckleberry Finn” and “The Oklahoma
Kid” were held over for second-week runs,
the former going from Loew’s to the Brown,
and the latter remaining at the Mary An-

Pittsburgh — Jerry Wechsler, former film
distributor here, last week joined the M.
S. England enterprises. He will assist in
Bank Night distribution and the sale of
theatre premiums; also he will negotiate
sales of three special feature films, “Monastery,” “Cloistered” and “Jesus of Nazareth.” M. S. England headquarters are
at 86 Van Braam St.

Shagrin Helms

Foster

Youngstown, Ohio — After three weeks
in Florida, Joseph E. Shagrin is back
managing the new Foster Theatre, most
recent neighborhood house here. Shagrin,
who resigned as manager of the Paramount
and Park theatres, is devoting his entire
time to the new Foster.

Fisher Resumes

Work

Niles, Ohio — Jimmy Fisher, manager of
the McKinley Theatre here, one of the
Inter-State Theatres, Inc., group, who has
been seriously ill in a Youngstown hospital for several weeks, has recovered and
has resumed his duties.

Mooney

Now

With GN

Cleveland — James Mooney, formerly
with Vitagraph, Inc., has joined Grand
National here as office manager in charge
of booking. He succeeds Stanley Sodenberg who resigned to get into the selling
end of the industry.

With

Hope

and

Ross

Hollywood — Bob Hope and Shirley Ross
are teamed in Paramount’s “Some Like It
Hot,” completed last week. Gene Krupa
and orchestra are in support.

32

in for the price of one.
C. P. Taylor

has taken

The fire, which started in the furnace
room of the theatre owned by the Blatt
Brothers, also destroyed a two-story frame
house and damaged the nearby Farmers
National Bank Bldg., a radio shop and a
restaurant. The 650-seat theatre had been
redecorated a year. Total damage of the
Courthouse Square blaze was around
$75,000.
J. A. Blatt will be actively engaged
rushing the new theatre project.

over the Masonic

Theatre at Hodgenville, Ky., which formerly was owned and operated by A. N.
Rogers ... A new screen is going into the
Rialto Theatre at Columbia, Ky., managed by F. X. Merkley. A new screen has
been bought also for the Rex at West
Liberty, Ky.

Girard Modernizing Job
Occasions Shutdown
Girard,

Pa. — Denman

and

handle all exploitation pictures distributed by this exchange. Advertising,
publicity and exploitation campaigns will

Jitterbugs Continue
Detroit — Jitterbug contests are proving
effective business promoters in several
houses of the Wisper & Wetsman Circuit,
where they have been attracting large
audiences during the past two weeks. The
at the Eas-

have been
E. Shager

John B. Elliott for the Irvine Amusement Co. at Irvine and the Morehead
Amusement Co. at Morehead to operate
motion picture houses and other forms of
public entertainment. The companies were
capitalized at $10,000 each.

One

to Dr. Frost

Pittsburgh — Castle Shannon Theatre,
formerly known as the State and Pearl,
has been acquired by Dr. W. C. Frost.
It is being modernized and will be opened
within two weeks as the Castle, according to Dean McCloskey, who will manage.

Alex Into Ligonier
Ligonier, Pa. — George Alex of Johnstown
has announced his intention to open a new
theatre here.
H. G. Wilt has
Theatre for many

operated
years.

the local Wilt

Coulter Line

Cleveland — Coulter Premiums, 618 Film
Bldg., Cleveland, is presenting, in addition
to its china deals, a special book deal
called “Book Treasure Nights.” Three admission stubs entitles the holder to make
his selection from a list of 42 books of
standard literature.

Buy

Firms

indi-

Ball’s experience in this respect has been
quite thorough. He recently left the Oil
City Theatres where he twice headed the
publicity department.

New

Kentucky

and

Pittsburgh — John Ball has joined Lew
Lefton and associates at Monarch to direct

contests are to be continued
town, Tower and Uptown.

will be

rebuilding program will be the installation of a new marquee manufactured by
the Artkraft Sign Co., the modern electric
display having been sold by W. R. Stich,
state manager for Artkraft. House will be
reopened Easter Sunday. The local theatre
is one of the units of the Blatt Bros,
circuit.

Frankfort, Ky. — Charters
granted to W. R. and Edna

Ball Exploitation Head
For Monarch Pictures

designed and adapted for each
vidual situation, according to Lefton.

Theatre

closed for a week or ten days for remodeling and modernization. Feature of the

New

be

in

Little

derson. It’s “Pal Night” every Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday at the Crescent,
Louisville neighborhood house. Two get

Jerry Wechsler Is Now
With M. S. England

Mercer, Pa. — The Liberty Theatre which
was destroyed by fire March 11 will be
replaced immediately. Plans for a new
modem house were ready this week and
construction will be started at once.

"40 Little Mothers"

Hollywood — Film rights to “40 Little
Mothers,” once made as a French-language feature, have been purchased by
Metro.

Deals for Three
Johnstown, Pa. — V. F. Scott of the Ideal
Amusement Co. is negotiating to add three
theatres to his circuit. No deals are closed
but he expects action soon, he told a Boxoffice reporter.

Renew— Twentieth-Fox
"Jones Family" has

Hollywood

re-

newed the “Jones Family” for another
year. They include June Carlson, Kenneth
Howell, George Ernest and Billy Mahan.
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Calls S. A. Market

Italy Doing the Flirting
New York — American companies are satisfied
present restrictions imposed on imports, according

"Our Salvation"

major

distributors.

"We

New

York — Extolling

the South

Ameri-

can market, Joseph H. Seidelman,
versal’s vice-president in charge of
eign sales, is back from a two-month
of the continent with the observation

Unifortour
that

“it is our only salvation.”
Completing a goodwill tour on the Swedish-American liner Gripsholm, Seidelman
says the Spanish-speaking people are tiring of superimposed titles. His solution is
having Hollywood productions pay more
attention to subjects which are close to
those people.
Argentine production, according to Seidelman, is an established competitive factor. Last year, he says, 40 to 50 pictures
were produced and received a big play in
the subsequent spots, cutting into the Sunday playing time of American product.
However, Seidelman points out, the Argentine productions do not go into the
first-run situations and there is where the
American firms derive approximately 75
per cent of their revenue.
He is optimistic about Latin-American
sales and estimates his company is 25 per
cent ahead of last year for the first
quarter.

Kinematograph Year Book
Covering Trade Ready
New

York — Complete

and

authoritative

information on all branches of the industry is contained in the new 722-page Kinematograph Year Book for 1939. This is, of
course, a text book concerning the United
Kingdom, Irish Free State and colonial
possessions. Copies are now here.
A classified list covers circuits and
theatres, totaling about 5,000, in the British Isles. Personnel of the leading distributors, companies, as well as studios, is
also included. Important legal decisions,
complete biographical particulars of personalities in the trade, studios and laboratories are part of the year book.
There is a review of technical and equipment developments in theatres and studios,
with complete details of all sound systems,
prices and sales terms. Also a digest of
all acts concerned with the industry, highlighted with the Cinematograph Films Act
of 1938 in full. Of special interest is a
review of the British industry’s problems
during the past year, discussed in anticipation of the difficulties about to be
faced.— L. W.

New

York — Lack

of first-rate

foreign

product has caused the Filmarte to close.
Jean Lenauer, whose theatre has housed
“Grand Illusion” for 26 weeks, asserts he’ll
stay closed throughout the summer unless
he can play top imported pictures.
Shuttering of the Filmarte marks the
fifth such darkening here recently. The
other houses are the Squire, Belmont, Continental and Cinema 49.
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E

have

made

no

overtures

revision of the restrictions
spokesman asserts.

have

to Italy

been

and

at the

the

plans

suggestion

being

discussed

of interests

for a

abroad,"

the

Hicks Sees Little Chance
Of Easing Restrictions
New

York — Little

chance

of

easing

Italian restrictions against the American
companies is seen by John W. Hicks jr.,
Paramount foreign head, who returned on
the Normandie, after spending three
months in Europe.
Interviewed aboard the ship on the way
up from quarantine, Hicks made the following observation: “So far there has
been nothing to believe that the Italian
government is changing its attitude.”
Paramount’s general foreign representative Fred W. Lange is now in Rome completing liquidation of the Rome office as
well as observing the general situation.
Aside from that, Hicks assures, there is no
special significance to Lange’s visit.
In a discussion of the expansion of
Paramount’s British production, Hicks was
asked if similar activity is contemplated
in the further construction of theatres in
England. He smilingly parried the question with “we always have plans.”
According to Hicks, Paramount is continuing additional production alliances.
Deals have been completed for two to be
made in France for the French market
and one Swedish picture to be made in
Denmark for the Scandinavian countries.
He admits it is entirely possible that similiar arrangements will be concluded in the
Argentine for production of Spanish
language pictures.
Shifting to Spain, Hicks believes it is
too early to determine General Franco’s
attitude to American companies but he
says the American companies in Paris are
aware of the fascist complexion of the
new government.
Paramount has Moses Israel, Portugal

A Student He , and
No More
New
effort

The Lack of Ace Foreigns
Forces Filmarte Dark

to stay out of Italy under the
to a spokesman for one of the

and

York — Presumably

here

in

an

to straighten out product difficulties in Australia with distributors
Greater

B. Rydge,

Union

Theatres,

Norman

financial head of the independent circuit, upon his arrival from

the coast with Capt. Harold Auten,
American representative for the circuit,
said, “I am
here to see

a student from Australia
how things are done by

you
He Americans."
was surprised
the

station,

the

news

do

things

but

sleuths,
here."

he

to see
was

"That's

reporters

at

informed

by

the

we

way

manager, in Spain surveying conditions
so the company can get an early start
in the resumption of business operations
there.
Reporting on the foreign gross, Hicks
declares it is running ahead of last year
with business in England regarded as excellent.
There is no truth to the report, Hicks
says, that Adolph Zukor will resign from
the company. Zukor returns on the
Queen Mary, April 15, and will make a
good-will tour to Australia. Hicks is not
sure whether he will go along.
By April, 1940, the British company expects to have between six or seven pictures produced in addition to three Charles
Laughton vehicles. The latter group are
quota productions. The British studios
have finished “Stolen Life” and “Silent
Battle” and start next on “French Without Tears,” to be followed by “This Man
Is News,” “This Man in Paris” and “Live
exclusive screen rights to all
andClaiming
Let Live.”
of George Bernard Shaw’s plays, Gabriel
Pascal, producer of “Pygmalion,” stated
“One hour before I left, Shaw told me I
can have the monopoly on all his plays
for screen productions. I believe the plays
are the greatest properties entrusted to
goesman.”
on to the coast in a few days
anyHe one
with Lawrence Irving, his art director,
who will work on the shooting script of
“Doctor’s Dilemma” with Howard Estabrook. Production starts in June and
Pascal asserts Greer Garson, who has just
finished “Goodbye, Mr. Chips,” will have
the leading feminine role.
From the Shaw collection, Pascal says
he has selected eight for future production. Other plans include the biographical
film of Amelia Earhart, tentatively titled
“Lady Lindy,” which will go before the
cameras this summer.
Producer Herbert Wilcox also was on
board expressing an avowed intention of
getting Cary Grant as male lead to Anna
Neagle in the first of the four pictures he
will make under his joint production arrangement with RKO.
He remains here for a few days for
talks with George Schaefer and then returns to England. Wilcox expects to come
back to the United States the end of April
with Miss Neagle and his own production
unit to start work on “Marie Lloyd,” a
story of an English music hall favorite of
three decades ago.
His program calls for three more to be
(Continued on page 32-G)

congratulating a friend, married 20 years,
via Western Union. The message went:

BOBGeorge
WOLFF J.is Schaefer
second in the
nation-wide
drive with J.
Sharkey, RKO branch manager in Detroit,
retaining the lead. The drive is now in its
ninth week . . . Irene Castle is here from
the coast and attended the opening of
“The Story of Vernon and
at the Music Hall . . . Joan

Irene Castle”
Crawford was

guest of honor at the Banshees’ luncheon
at the Waldorf roof, Thursday afternoon
. . . With the strike affecting home office
projectionists, Dave Chatkin is now giving
more time to his business affairs at Monarch without sitting through a lot of preview screenings.
Lois
fourth

Marie O’Connor celebrated her
birthday with a surprise at the

O’Connor home in New Rochelle last
Thursday . . . J. J., the daddy of the family,
was too busy with the projectionists’
strike to attend . . . Bob Weitman returned
Friday from ■ a five-day vacation cruise to
Bermuda on the Volendam , . . Ad Schulberg has gone back to the coast after a
trip abroad . . . Rose Lichtman, wife of
the M-G-M executive, is still in town and
will soon rejoin her husband at Beverly
Hills . . . Harry Goetz is planning to leave
for Hollywood shortly, but no date is set.
Louis Hyman, special sales representative for Sol Lesser, left for the coast after
a few days here on private business . . .
Josephine Langfelder, telephone operator
at the New York Film Board, is Bermudavacationing and Helen Gottlieb is a new
stenographer in the office . . . Harold
Weinstein has joined Phillips & Nizer . . .
Mac Rubenfeld of the M-G-M
sales department with offices at the studios is
visiting his folks in Brooklyn on his first
trip in four years. His brother, Joseph M„
is manager of Loew’s Oriental . . . Clifford Ross is vacationing in Miami . . .
Judy Garland and her mother are in town

for a week’s vacation . . . “Spud” Goldstein has joined his brother, Bob. He’s in
from the coast and expects to remain . . .
Arthur W. Kelly of UA at lunch with a
flock of Columbia men at the Tavern.
They outnumbered him by plenty, having
on hand Jack Cohn, tanned by Florida
sun; Abe Schneider, with the same kind
of complexion; Nate Spingold, and Joe
McConville.
Leon

Bamberger

quit

smoking

some

months ago. Result: He’s put on about
ten pounds. Further result: He’s having
all his suits let out to take care of added
avoirdupois . . . Freddie Schwartz took
his recent Lake Placid weekend guests to
his home and reeled off the color films he
took of them . . . Norma Davis, secretary
to John J. O’Connor, sails on the Uruguay,
May 20 for ten days of Nassau, Havana,
etc. . . . The bright, sunny, warmish days
finds Ralph Budd and Sam Lefkowitz
lingering longer on the sidewalk in front
of the Warner Building . . . Charles Perry,
Aldine exploiteer in Philadelphia, in for
advance talks with Monroe Greenthal on
“Wuthering Heights” . . . William Wyler
was a day late getting in from the coast.
His plane was grounded in Winslow, Ariz.
. . . Milton Blackstone, Leonard Picker and
Mel Heyman are again on the local scene,
having parted company with Miami.
The

Stokowski

concert

in Philadelphia

drew the in-person appearance of Hal
Horne, whose employer, Walt Disney, is
using the music master’s talents in a
forthcoming feature cartoon . . . Any time
a Cadillac limousine rolls by with license
plate “SS 78,” it means Sam Sax is in it,
or the neighborhood . . . Tom Gorman,
who is pinch-hitting for bedded Jim
Christy as RKO Chicago division manager,
was a visitor with John J. O’Connor . . .
Sammy Cohen of UA foreign publicity was

“Many happy returns of the day. Very
sorry you’re not giving away china this
year. Emperor Hirohito.” . . . Harold B.
Franklin, administrator of the recent
MPAYBE
campaign, heads for Hollywood
next week.
Sam Cocalis wasn’t disturbed over the
operators’ strike at the exchanges and left
Tuesday for Palm Beach for a two-week
rest. His circuit has 41 theatres in this
area. Incidentally, he was seen walking
down 44£7i St. the other p. m. with Ted
O’Shea, Dave Levy and Jack Bowen, all
M-G-M-ites. One wiseacre said that, while
it was three to one against Cocalis, he
would come out on top . . . Judge I. Frey
of Loew’s is looking much better now that
he has a newly acquired — his second —
Florida tan this season . . . Bert Steam,
UA district manager with headquarters in
Pittsburgh, has also returned to his desk
after a respite on Miami Beach . . . W. A.
Finney, Loew district manager in Atlanta,
visited Joe Vogel for a couple of days this
week . . . Lillian Jeffrey and Johnny Murphy have a new painting job in their office
at Loew’s.
H. J. Yates and James R. Grainger left
over the weekend for St. Louis for a brief
stopover and from there head for Houston,
Tex., for the Republic regional sales conventio . . . Bob Smeltzer, Warner central
district manager, is back in Washington
after a home office powwow . . . I. F.
Dolid, Norman Moray’s assistant, is due
back from a short trip to the Buffalo,
Cleveland and Detroit exchanges . . .
Nicholas M. Schenck was in Washington
on a very secret engagement during the
week.
Exchange items: Bernie Brooks of the
R&W
circuit bought a new Pontiac the
other day and broke it in the first day by
hauling film around from exchanges to
his theatres . . . Gus Solomon, Warner
salesman, is mourning the loss of his
father . . . Bill Rowland, the producer for
RKO, returned the other day from Mexico
City where he has been mixing hot
tamales with celluloid . . . George Dembow and the missus acted as hosts Monday evening to Sam and Mrs. Eckman and
Bill and Mrs. Rodgers with the Beatrice
Lillie show and Billy Rose's Diamond
Horseshoe on the menu . . . Herb Berg is
taking his rod and tackle out of the moth
bags.

Arthur W. Kelly’s eyes are tiring and
now wears glasses for reading. The
foreign head says he lost a couple
pounds on his recent trip abroad and
looks thinner . . . Eddie Silverman of

he
UA
of
he
the

Essaness circuit, Chicago, paid his respects to old Broadway this week. Business, as usual, brought him to town . . .
Maurice J. Wilson and Jeffrey Bernerd,
joint managing directors of GN Pictures,
Ltd., sailed from London on the Queen
Mary,

Wanderer
After

Kelly Is Back —

touring

far-off

countries,

Arthur

W.

Kelly, vice-president

of UA’s foreign distribution, returns to New York,
ship’s side to greet him were Thomas P. Mulrooney,
just beginning for him; Walter Gould and A. A. Lowe.
of course, is Kelly. He’s somewhat thinner
October, and very glad to get back.
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than

before

in charge

and smiling. At the
who, at 40, finds life
On the extreme right,
he left New

York

in

March 31, for home office conferencs. . . Etta V. Segall, who was with
Harry H. Thomas for many years, is back
with him again at Merit Pictures. This is
the same name Thomas formerly operated
under . . . Miss Segall for the past few
years had been with Grand National . . .
Bob Gillham is still talking about the
premiere

of “I’m

From

Missouri”
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sas City, Mo., where the picture grossed
$9,000, the first week. This is double average business.
Henry P. Krecke, in his executive capacity in the Loew foreign department,
receives many letters and requests but
none so unusual as the one from Rev.
Paul W. Hallock of Springfield, Mass. He’s
sure it’s all a mistake. The contents:
“No doubt you have heard of me and
my great work in the cause of temperance.
For several years I have been traveling
about the country appearing on the lecture platform. Perhaps you are familiar
with some of my better known talks, such
as ‘Down With the Drink Evil,’ ‘Rum and
Rebellion’ and ‘There Is No Booze in
Christianity .’
“For the past three years, I have had
as my constant companion a true and
faithful friend, one Herman Fortescue who
used to sit on the platform with me and
I would point him out as an example of
the ravages of drink.
“Unfortunately during the summer,
poor dear Herman passed away. A mutual
friend has given me your name and I
wonder if you would consent to accompany me on my spring tour to take poor
Herman’s place.
“Expectantly yours, etc., etc.”
Tidbits: Sol Kravitz, who has been
booking at local exchanges for many
years, now is Joe Felder’s assistant at
Monogram . . . Florence Hume is now business agent for Arthur Dreifuss Productions which recently finished shooting the
first Music Hall Variety for Columbia at
Eastern Service Studios, Astoria. The
second goes into work Wednesday . . .
Back from a vacation in the West Indies,
Alfred Hitchcock has reported at the Selznick International studios to direct “Rebeca”. . . Merle Oberon delayed her arrival from the coast two days but made
the Normandie sailing Saturday just the
same . . . Murray Silverstone is back from
the coast and by this time has had a
glimpse of the new
family.

heir in his brother’s

Jack Cohn is back from Miami with the
latest in tans . . . Arche Mayers and Irwin Shapiro of World Pictures have acquired “Marseillaise,” another French
picture produced by Jean Renoir, who directed “Grand Illusion” . . . Bill Rodgers
has gone back to cigarettes, but only as a
diet between cigars . . . Carl Krueger of
Paramount has gone to the coast on
“Union Pacific” . . . J. Cheever Cowdin
is on the coast looking over Universal
sites . . . Halsey Raines of M-G-M’s publicity vanguard hot-footed over to the
Daily News the other day for a session
with Kate Cameron and Dorothy Masters
. . . Eddie Schnitzer would like to get
away for a vacation, but just can’t seem
to find the time . . . Howard Dietz is in
Bermuda.
Quentin Reynolds, the Collier’s scripter,
returned from a quick visit to the Warner
lot with his summer haircut on preview
. . . Harry G. Kosch flew to Havana and
back on a business trip . . . Tom Connors,
on the same day he returned from Chicago and the M-G-M convention, ran into
Artie Rapf, local exhibitor brother of
Harry, a producer on the M-G-M lot.
Said Tom to Artie: “Our product is so
good you won’t be numbed; you’ll be rapt.”
BOXOFFICE
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After the Film Was Over —

— Metropolitan

Photos

Monogram men meet at the Tavern after looking at “Streets of New York”
and plotting its campaign. Left to right and standing: Charles Panzer, Leon
Fromkess, George Burroughs, William Moses, Edward Van Pelt, Sam Rosen,
Edward Golden, Norton Ritchey, John Harrington. Left to right and seated:
Joe Felder, Ben Schwartz, Lou Lifton, Harry Bachman, Sidney Kulick, Mark
Goldman, Ben Welansky, Steve Broidy, Lloyd Lind, Jerome Brandt, George
West and Harry Berkson.
Take it or leave it, it’s Connor’s gag . . .
Ed Hatrick says Cosmopolitan will have
four on the 20th-Fox schedule, but
whether these will be listed in one or two
years he doesn’t know. Incidentally, he
couldn’t make the 20th-Fox confab in
Chicago . . . Will Fyffe, Scottish star,
sails April 8 on the Aqudtania for New
York and the Paramount lot for a role in
“Rulers of the Sea” . . . Noel Coward returned from the coast the other day and
nary a soul recognized him as he emerged
from
London the
now.20th

Century.

He’s back

in

Grace

Moore sails May 14 on the Normandie on a three-month tour of London,
Paris and Belgium. She is planning to
make another picture in France and is
negotiating with Columbia and UA for
distribution. Three other picture deals are
reported on the fire . . . Bob Wolff, local
branch manager for RKO, has jumped to
third place in the George J. Schaefer
drive. J. Sharkey of Detroit retains the
lead, while Barney Pitkin of New Haven
continues in second place . . . Josef Zimanich, musical director for National Screen
in the east, is in Hollywood for a short
vacation, his first trip there in 15 years.
Ben Kalmenson, Warner western sales
manager, left over the weekend on a vacation. . . Harry Rapf, M-G-M producer,
left for the coast Monday with Nicholas
M. Schenck and A1 Lichtman. He was to
have gone the Friday before, but decided
to spend the weekend with his son who is
attending Harvard University . . . Aaron
Schusterman, New Jersey exhibitor, didn’t
go to Miami this year, but took his to
Lakewood and Atlantic City on six different weekends . . . Norman Moray, Warner
short subject sales manager, is touring the
country and plans to wind up at the Burbank studios for conferences with Jack
L. Warner . . . Joan Crawford fooled many
of her fans by arriving on a Sunday instead of the usual Monday . . . Mitchell
Azerier of the local Republic exchange

poster department is fathering a ninepound boy, just arrived. Mrs. Betty Azerier, up to the time of her marriage, worked
with Precision Lab.
Charlie Stern, eastern district manager
for UA, is back from a couple of weeks
at the Dempsey -Vanderbilt at Miami
Beach. Between his naturally dark complexion and acquired tan, his sidekicks
at the home office may have trouble recognizing the stranger in their midst . . .
Max Gordon, who produces plays and now
will produce “Abe Lincoln in Illinois” amd
“The American Way” in association with
Harry M. Goetz for RKO. says television
is something significant to watch. “Remember my words,” is the way he puts it
. . . Jack L. Warner, head production man
for the company the name of which he
bears, reports this serious piece of information: “La Unicas — smokers know what
that means — are losing their popularity
among studio executives in Hollywood.”
Before the La Unica, the Pancho Nrango
seemed to be the favorite.
Walter J. Hutchinson, general foreign
sales manager for 20th Century-Fox, has
a swell collection of water colors decorating his office walls. Then there is Mort
Spring, assistant to Arthur M. Loew in
the foreign department at M-G-M, who
has his walls decorated with art objects
typical of various countries. He collected
them on different trips to far-off places
. . . Tyree Dillard, of M-G-M’s legal department, prizes two original hunting
prints which he acquired from an estate
in England . . . Dave Blum, who handles
M-G-M’s foreign publicity and also runs
a farm over in New Jersey, says the sale
of eggs is developing into a brisker business. Mystery note: He has one bachelor
customer who ordered 48 dozen in one
week . . . And other sidelines include Andy
Smith, former general sales manager of
UA, who is in the zipper business, and
Sam E. Morris, vice-president in charge
(Continued on page 32-G)
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As They Headed for
20th-Fox Meeting
New

York — Here

the departure
contingent
sales
the

for the

convention

event

is

presented

of the home
20th
in

Century-Fox

Chicago.

is keynoted

by

who

offers

visual

proof

His

Arch

advertising

Reeve,

PHOTOS

the

contention

BY

At

Charles

Carthy, director of advertising

right train.

pictorially

office and

and

gang

eastern
annual
the

left,

E.

Mc-

publicity,
is on

the

is supported

by

manager.

Sir Gordon

Craig, general

manager

of

British Movietone News, and R. Sutton Dawes, managing director of sales
in Great Britain.

COSMO-SILEO

new

exchange
cupy in May.

building

his staff will oc-

★

Probably the busiest man at the convention was Jack Sichelman, assistant to
Wobber,

who

was in charge
rangements. The consensus
was that he did a good job
Novat, poster director, came
handle the decorations and
advertising-publicity exhibit.

of the arof opinion
. . . Terry
in early to
to erect an

*

It was

the first sales meeting

at which

Herman Wobber presided as general manager of distribution. He received a rising
ovation from the delegates.

McCarthy, again; Clarence A. Hill, William Sussman, eastern division manager, and Red Kann of Boxoffice, have a look at Boxoffice Flashes which
were distributed to departing conventioneers.

*

The annual challenges flew fast and
thick as district managers Edgar Moss of
Philadelphia and Tom Bailey of Boston
got together. Anyhow, Tom says, Boston
will finish higher than the A’s this year.
In fact, Tom was bragging that the Red
Sox will down the Yanks for the pennant.
★
The

Minneapolis

gang

marched

off with

the “largest delegation” honors when
Branch Manager Joe Podoloff stormed
in with his group of salesmen, topping the
New York force by two.
*

Canadian managers garnered the lion’s
share of the prizes for their work in the
1938 Drive. Up to the rostrum for their
William J. Kupper,
Angeles manager.

western

divisional

sales manager,

and

John

Dillon, Los

checks stepped Winnipeg’s J. H. Huber,
whose branch was first; Eddie English,
Montreal;

CONVENTION

NOTES

body wanted to get the “lowdown”
the trade practice proposals.

McCarthy’s advertising-publicity-exploitation exhibit excited considerable comment among the delegates. The
local branch salesmen were so proud of it
they had exhibitors looking it over.
★

Claimant to the distinction of being
the employe with the longest years of
service in the company is I. J. Schmertz,
Cleveland branch manager, who could
point to his start as an office boy in the
New York exchange known then as Box
Office Attractions, Inc.
★

The boys were still talking about the
Golden Gloves inter-city battle between
New York and Chicago at the Coliseum.
The

entire delegation witnessed the
citing contests from the ringside.

ex-

*

General Counsel Felix A. Jenkins had
more questions fired at him during the
convention
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than

any

other

man.

Every-

Spyros

Skouras

headed

the

March,

St.

John’s;

on

★

Charles

Reggie

National

Theatres delegation which included William T. Powers, Harold J. Fitzgerald and
Jack Sullivan. It was “old home week”
for Sullivan who used to be Los Angeles
branch manager.
★

Milwaukee Manager Jack
Lorentz
could be heard telling the boys about the

20th-Fox Convention
An "Open" One
Chicago — The
from

second

major

com-

pany (the other was M-G-M) to depart
established custom of closed convention sessions, 20th

Century-Fox

in-

vited about 20 leading circuit and independent exhibitors to hear Herman
Wobber,

general

sales

manager,

an-

nounce the company's 1939-40 production schedule. Among those who accepted were Walter Immerman, Jules
Rubens, Jimmy Coston, Lou Reinheimer,
Jack Rose, Sam
Meyers and Jack
Kirsch.
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Harry J, Bailey, Toronto, and
Skorey, Calgary.

Verne

M.

John

N.

*

Los Angeles branch

manager,

Dillon, did a “Corrigan” in getting to the
convention. He arrived with the eastern
delegation from New York. John was in
the east on his annual vacation, but returned with his sales crew.
*

Morris Kinzler of Kayton-Spiero which
handles the 20th-Fox advertising account
was very much in evidence throughout all
sessions.
*

Due to the projectionists’ strike in New
York, nine members of the New York and
New Jersey staff did not join the conventioneers’ regular special train. Included
in this group were Harry H. Buxbaum, Joe
Lee, Morris Sanders, Abe Blumstein, William Schutzer, Moe Kurtz, George Blinderman, Dick Gledhill and Seymour Floron.

William J. Clark, short subjects sales; Sussman,

and Hill.

*

Lee Balsly, ad sales manager,
experienced no trouble
shipments from the New

says he

in accessories’
York exchange

during the projectionists’ strike.
Hollander dittoed the remarks.

Eddie

*

Eddie Arnold arrived here from New
York, en route back to the coast, on the
first section of the 20th Century. The
eastern crowd arrived on the second section which was called the 20th CenturyFox 20th Century, Ltd.

Bill Ornstein of Boxoffice; Paul Terry, producer of Terrytoons; Harvey
Day
urer. sr„ Tcrrytoon sales representative, and William Weiss, Terrytoon treas-

*

Jim P. O’Loghlin has covered more than
50,000 miles on the last two sales drives
for S. R. Kent.
strong.

And
*

he’s still going

Sam

Gross, Philadelphia branch manager, returned just in time from a vacation in Hot Springs. Edgar B. Moss, district manager, did plenty of heckling on
the way out from New York. All in the
spirit of good fun.
★
Ted Shaw got a mysterious phone call
in his office just before he left for the
Century. The operator said it was the
tax department. But the boys at the
home office were behind the mysterious
call and it had Teddie worried for a bit,
anyhow.
•k

Clarence D. Hill and Martin Moskowitz, home office blue bloods to the hilt,
haven’t had vacations for at least ten
years. So they say. Which means they
are in for some kind of a medal.
Paul Terry will let you have California
and Long Island for production, but he’ll
take New Rochelle where he’s been producing his shorts for the past five years.

— Photos

by Cosmo-Slleo

Felix A. Jenkins, general counsel of 20 th-Fox; Edgar Moss, district manager
in Philadelphia; Lew Lehr of Fox Movietone fame, and a man unidentified.
He was accompanied by Harvey Day, sales
manager, and William Weiss, treasurer of
Terry toons. Ten of the 26 shorts Terry
will make are to be in Technicolor, he
says.
*

It was the first convention

for all the

Cosmopolitan Productions’ boys, who just
changed from the Warner to the 20th Cen-

tury distribution banner.
*

Plans had been made some weeks ago
for an elaborate cornerstone -laying ceremony at the Chicago exchange’s new building being erected here. But the contractor
got ahead of schedule and the place where
the cornerstone would have been was filled
in about three weeks ago.

Solid Boxoffice Hit
San Francisco (At the Golden Gate Exposition's Treasure Island) — First and
last, 20th Century-Fox's "The Story of Alexander Graham Bell'' must be acclaimed
as a solid boxoffice hit, including as it does every known ingredient for financial
success. Then comes the unstinting credit it earns for the magnificent manner in
which

it is mounted,

direction. Here
highest brackets

Steve Fttzgibbon, Movietone News studio manager, and Walter J. Hutchinson, director of foreign distribution.
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its inspired

and

brilliant cast

and

its flawless

screenplay

and

is that rare combination — A prestige picture which attains the
in entertainment values. It elevates Don Ameche in the title role

to the uppermost pinnacles of Thespic excellence, his performance being closely
pressed for honors by that of Loretta Young. Kenneth Macgowan
produced; Irving
Cummings directed. — SPEAR.

The
(Continued
and
on

from

New

page

29)

William J. Donovan, for secret conference with Thurman Arnold presumably
strike situation.

Judge Bondy advises RKO to carry out
contracts with exhibitors at hearing attended by counsel for RKO
and other
major and independent circuits, including
Cocalis and Century, Matthew Levy, attorney for Local 306, and Michael Longo,
counsel for Empire State union. Judge
also suggests parties try to get together
in his chambers in effort to settle, but
session breaks up after ten minutes in
same deadlock as before.
In its petition to court, RKO reveals it
will lose $40,000 a day if houses forced
to shut down and double that in distribution. It is estimated distributors will
lose $1,000,000 a day if exchanges forced
to stop shipments.
At 3:30 p. m., 306 men start picketing
exchanges and ail but 50 walk out of back
rooms. Lou Johnson, president of Local
B51, says his group has no fight with
distributors, but cannot cross picket lines
without violating charter. Because of loyalty to companies, 50 employes permitted
to work until 10 p. m„ to complete shipments. Some exchanges worked without
end over weekend, in anticipation of strike,
and sent out more than 400 shows, which
compares with normal activity of 100.
Exchanges advise exhibitors not to return prints to branches, but will notify
where to ship. Theatre owners notified
where to pick up shows, according to previous booking. Clerks and other help at
exchanges take over duties of strikers
with no disturbances reported.
To Boxoffice, Sam Cocalis says he has
seven-year contract with Empire for most
of his 41 houses and issue was not one
of money, but of principle, and insisted
it is his intention to live up to his contract. Employing Empire locally, he uses
IA men in Elizabeth, Jersey City and
Newark.
District and branch managers start
first of series of daily meetings at Film
Board of Trade for checkup on instructions sent out on strike.
Although pickets expected at home offices, procedure is limited to exchanges.

York

company exchanges checking late at night
to inquire at theatres whether Local 306
or Empire men employed.

Strike

Distributor attorneys reported
on petition for injunction.

working

Lou Johnson, president of Local B51,
calls meeting Thursday afternoon at Capitol Hotel of all backroom employes in
exchanges.
Wednesday,

March

29

Tuesday.

March

28

Following meeting with Mayor LaGuardia in morning, major circuit representatives and lawyers and Harry Brandt, president of ITOA, asked to appear before
State Mediation board later in afternoon
to present their case. Mediation board
takes matter under advisement and issues
call for Joseph D. Basson, head of Local
306, and Matthew Levy, counsel, to give
their story. Union representatives do not
appear.
George E. Browne, president of IATSE,
believed on the way to the coast, reported seen in private car near Film Center Bldg, watching strikers picketing.
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Feeling among smaller theatre owners
strike won’t last long. Some exhibitors
traveling as much as 50 miles to pick up
prints at other theatres.
Harry H. Buxbaum and Joe Lee and
seven other local 20th-Fox men on job
here waiting for something to happen and

Nicholas M. Schenck, J. Robert Rubin
and William J. Donovan return from
Washington but are mum
on conference
with Thurman Arnold.

missing annual sales convention
cago while waiting.

State Mediation board meets with Matthew Levy, counsel for Local 306, and
although Joseph D. Basson, president of
union, also was requested there, he does
not show up. He is reported to have gone
out of town.

Local B51 and Empire State. Believed result of Washington meeting between
Thurman Arnold and Schenck, Rubin and
Donovan.

Word expected by major circuits from
George E. Browne, head of I A, fails to
come through, and thus strike continues.

Sales force at local 20th-Fox exchange
still around and pitching in as shows being circulated to theatres. Convention on
in Chicago with daily telephone calls advising home office officials of status.

Rubin

spends

greater

Donovan’s office
injunctive papers.

part

downtown

of

day

working

at
on

Members of Local B51 showing signs of
dissatisfaction over fact men not involved
in strike and losing wages. Also reported
Loew’s has imported non-union operators
to step into booths immediately on strike
notice, but this is denied by C. C. Moskowitz.
Allied of New York meeting dwindles in
attendance as most members out trying to
pick up shows. Importance of situation
discussed by Max A. Cohen.
Picket lines started at Paramount News
laboratory with 100 technicians refusing
to pass. Latest issue, however, put to bed
night before. President Rugge of Local
702 makes tour of newsreel laboratory
headquarters with view of extending
strike.
“Everything under control,”
Louis Nizer at daily district and
managers meeting at Film Board.

reports
branch

ITOA reported preparing to use nonunion employes in booth and seek injunction against Local 306 in case men yanked
out of independent houses.
Both Allied and ITOA working closely
with major circuits on developments.
Independent

exhibitors

report

major

Sales heads meet at Hays office, discuss new developments and hope to keep
shipments in motion.
Policemen and special officers posted at
exchanges and home offices as exhibitors
call for shows personally. Accessory shipments unhampered. No pickets at home
offices.

Policemen visiting all theatres and urge
exhibitors and managers to notify nearest
precinct of any trouble in connection with
strike.

Question Government
Jurisdiction

in Chi-

Local department of justice ordered to
subpoena officials of Local 306, Local 702,

Thursday,

Back

room

March

30

employes increasing in dissatisfaction because of salary losses while

projections working in theatres. Shippers and clerks not on picket lines, hence
earn not even that small stipend, while
the operators called out of booths getting
picket pay.
“We are marking time for the lawyers,”
C. C. Moskowitz informs Boxoffice on
the strike situation. Nothing is happening, but everyone is standing by in case
something does.
Joseph E. Brill of the department of
justice in Washington appears on local
scene. Reported here for special meeting
with District Attorney Thomas Dewey on
the anti-trust angle of Local 306 threat
to ask operators not to pass picket lines
at theatres, once they are set up. Also due
at local department of justice headquarters in the federal building.
George J. Schaefer, it is learned, accompanied Nicholas M. Schenck, J. Robert Rubin and William J. Donovan to Washington for the meeting with Arnold, although
no one other than Donovan had been reported in the Capitol.
District and branch managers found it
unnecessary to meet at Film Board.
Everything quiet with exchanges operating back rooms as best they can under
emergency. No missout on shows reported.
By mid-afternoon all eyes were on tonight’s developments when normal weekend changeover was expected to present
confusion among exhibitors who were reluctant to return prints to exchanges in
fear of being left without shows.

New
or not
in the

York — The question of whether
the government has jurisdiction
local strike dispute arises, with

Westwood, N. J. exhibitor announced
from his stage he was uncertain of product for evening show, hoping to get a

Local

306

print from Philadelphia. Theatre
ly serviced out of New York.

ground

contending

the

issue

it has

revolves

on

on

the

wages

and hours. Under the Norris-LaGuardia act, injunctions cannot be issued
until

hearings are held with all interests represented. Century, Cocalis

and

major

been
306

head,

Circuit
the

companies

heard.

was

and
and

shipments

has

already

have

Basson,

Local

without

avail.

attorneys

nothing

hours.

were

D.

sought

distributor

dispute

wages

Joseph

No

reported.

to

declare
do

missouts

with
on

Friday,

March

normal-

31

Distributors drop injunctive proceedings. Department of justice reported
working on papers to enjoin operators
from theatre walkouts and also to stop
picketing exchanges. Meanwhile, technicians of the Paramount News laboratory
are back

today. Circuits are awaiting developments with everything apparently
quiet. Matthew Levy, union attorney, is
in Washington conferring with Thurman
Arnold.
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PHILADELPHIA

Sees Little Chance

gIGNS of Easter: Murray Schwartz is
around again with his Easter eggs, and
Moe Verben, Record, is decked out in a
snappy new belt-in-the-back creation . . .
Ben Shindler, Ace, Wilmington, is back
from the south . . . Leonard Hetelson, Colonial, is settled in his new West Philadelphia home . . . Howard Parker, formerly
with Dennis Games here, dropped in on a
quick visit from Chicago . . . Many theatres of the territory closed on Good Friday . . . Bill Thomas is back at the Fox
after a sojourn at the Studio
Evoy, RKO, off to Florida.
Joe Conway,

Egyptian,

...

Ed

Mc-

is offering a lov-

ing cup to Lower Merion High’s outstanding basketball player, to be chosen by
sports writers . . . Frank McNamee, RKO
boss, is booming things for the Will Rogers
drive, of which he is local chairman . . .
Jack

Hexter, Breeze, is getting congratulations on the marriage of his lovely daughter, Meredith . . . Harry Hirsh is being
seen around without his cane, which
means that ankle of his is ship-shape
once more . . . William Rovner is reported
buying himself an airplane . . . Edgar
Moss, 20th-Fox,
a dinner.

off to Altoona

to talk at

Mel Koff, Darby, was able to ward off
the grippe all winter but finally succumbed with the coming of spring . . . Lou
Goodkin, Benson, is grieving that he had
to pass up an offer to serve as cameraman
on a round-the-world scientific expedition.
But he consoled himself by buying an outboard motor. Now all he needs is a boat
. . . John Golder, Hollywood, is up from
Florida, with his quota of suntan . . .
Katherine Lorenz has left RKO . . . Oscar
Neufeld is busier than ever, spends two
or three days out of town almost every
week . . . Tom Clark is still leading the
Horlacher bowling league.
Simon

Libros,

National

Penn

Print,

is

back from Florida . . . Clem’s Independent
Theatre Supply house was sold out at auction last week . . . Bill Karrer was feted
by friends on his birthday . . . Sid Stanley, Fays, got complaints from a newspaper
over his ad featuring Faith Bacon, stripteaser, and her girls. He called it the
“Bare-X Ranch” . . . Edgar Bergen is reported to have been offered scads of dough
for a four-week appearance at Jack Lynch’s
Walton Roof, and turned it down . . . Joe
E. Lewis will be there instead, after a run
at the Fox.
Mollie

Ellman

and

Mae

Finlayson,

the

Monogram girls, are planning to* go to
Washington to see the cherry blossoms —
if they can get a ride that way . . . Sam
Rosen, Monogram manager, is busy with
Bill Porter

fixing over

their window'

with

a “Streets of New York” display . . . Irv
Phillips, formerly of the Upsal, has now
taken over the Park, Allentown . . . Jim
Murphy, Universal, has been sent up to
Boston.
The

trade

was

shocked

death

at the

sudden

of William Weissbord, former manager of the South St. Palace, and wellknown to Vine Streeters . . . Comerford
has taken over a new house in Lebanon
. . . Dave Rosen went off to Washington
to supervise reorganization of Clark Films
shipping department.
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(Continued from page 32-C)
of Warner foreign distribution, who
the milk business.

For Italy Truce
(Continued from page 32-A)
in England. The second picture

made

will be based on the life of Lord Kitchener and among the things Wilcox will do
while he is here is seek talent. The first
two

will be in Technicolor with the budget set at $750,000 a picture.
With Wilcox, was Michael Hogan, English writer who is working on the script

of “Marie Lloyd.”
Ben Goetz, producer, Sam Wood, director and Greer Garson, star, all arrived
here with print of “Goodbye, Mr. Chips.”
Goetz is now on the coast discussing
M-G-M’s British production plans with
studio executives.
According to Goetz, some pictures under
consideration are
“National Velvet,”
“Ruined City,” “Busmen’s Holiday” and a
remake of “Journey’s End.” He says
Robert Donat, star of “Goodbye, Mr.
Chips,” has four more to go with M-G-M.
Wood remains here for a few days before proceeding to the studios for a new
assignment. Miss Greer, who makes her
debut

in the film, is considering stage offers and will probably star in Ernest

Hemingway’s “Fifth Column,” if, and
when, it comes to Broadway. She is under contract to M-G-M.
Nat Wachsberger, Harry Brandt’s partner and treasurer of Film Alliance, recently organized company for distribution
of foreign pictures, docked with prints of
three French pictures, and one English
picture “The Challenge” which opens at
the Boston Trans-Lux, April 14, and in
the Globe sometime in May. Wachsberger owns a circuit of theatres in Belgium
and is also a French distributor.
Sol A. Rosenblatt, attorney, said his trip
had nothing to do with film business.
George White, stage producer, also among
passengers, explained he took the trip to
work

on

his forthcoming

BROADWAY

“Scandals.”

NSS-Trailer-Made Suit
Ended by Judgment

is in

Sidney R. Kent, 20 th Century-Fox
presideiit, made the journey directly from
the coast to the Chicago convention of
20 th-Fox. He had originally planned to
return to New York first . . . Herbert J.
Yates, head of Consolidated Films, got a
great kick out of his first cross-country
flight in years when he returned from his
Republic studio gander . . . Harry Rapf,
the M-G-M producer, after looking over
the town for a week, is now back at the
studios. He spent a few weeks in New
Orleans and from there went to Miami
Beach and conferred with Nicholas M.
Schenck for a few days.
A change in plans sends Barney Balaban, Paramount president: Stanton Griffis,
board chairman, and Neil F. Agnew, distribution chieftain, to the coast April 6.
The original plan was to begin the
trek around April 13. Production conferences with a
view to setting the new
season product will occupy their attention
. . . The very uppity Monte Carlo clientele
dropped its monocles and lorgnettes to
observe a sizzling rhumba performed by
Dorothy Lamour and Monroe Greenthal,
UA’s exploitation head.

Dr. Henry Fairchild Heads
Films lor Democracy
New

York — Heading the slate of officers elected at a meeting of Films for
Democracy is Dr. Henry Pratt Fairchild,
NYU

professor of Sociology. The organization is nation-wide and operated on a
non-profit basis. Serving with Professor
Fairchild are Gardner Kackson of Labor’s
Non-Partisan League, vice-president; Professor Robert K. Speer, NYU treasurer,
and Samuel J. Rodman, secretary and
executive director.
An

executive committee elected comprises Dudley Nichols, former head of
Screen Writers Guild; Professor Hadley
Cantril

of Princeton;

Mark

Starr, educa-

New York — Federal Judge Alfred C.
Coxe has entered a judgment ending the

tional director of the International Ladies’
Garment Workers union; Clyde Miller, director of the Institute for Propaganda
Analysis; A. J. Isserman, member of the

suit for plagiarism and damages by National Screen Service against Trailer-Made
Isador Schwartz, and Bathe Film Corp. In
the case of Pathe, the suit was discontinued
without costs.

executive board of Consumers’ union; Mrs.
Joseph L. White of the National Board of
the YWCA; Louise Pearson of the Ethical
Culture Society, and Helen Hall of the
Henry Street Settlement House.

Trailer-Made

and

Schwartz,

however,

admitted use of the plaintiff’s music, but
stated it was unintentional.
A permanent injunction was entered
against Trailer- Made. All exchanges and
branch offices having any trailers of the
39 “infringing” pictures were
return them to the New York
destruction.
The

ordered to
branch for

plaintiff was granted leave to inspect all recorded music of the defendants
and to destroy any that infringe his. In
case of a dispute as to what infringes and
what does not, John Rocchetti of the Sam
Fox Music Co. was appointed as sole arbitrator. Counsel fees of $3,000 and the
right to inspect trailers of the defendant
from time to time also was granted.

McDonald Is Successor
To Koerner at RKO
New York — Effective April 7, Harry
McDonald succeeds Charles Koerner as
New

England

RKO

theatre

division

man-

ager, according to J. J. O’Connor, who
made the appointment. McDonald has
been manager of the Albee, Providence.
The New England area takes in Boston,
Providence and Lowell. Koerner is en
route to the coast where he assumes the
post of western division head for the circuit, succeeding Jack Gross, who recently
joined Universal studio as business
ager for westerns and serials.

man-
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Text of New
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from page 28)

tion season or at the end of any subsequent
exhibition season by giving written notice
of such withdrawal to the other signatories
at least six months prior to the end of
such exhibition season.
(Provision should be made giving the
signatories the right of withdrawal in the
event of substantial withdrawals by other
signatories and in the event of legislation
or judicial decisions declaring any part of
the code invalid or illegal, requiring a material change in the method under which
distributors or exhibitors do business or
making the code impracticable because of
added burdens. While this has been discussed with representatives of exhibitors no
definite language has yet been worked out
but will be supplied shortly.)
(Provision should also be made enabling
other distributors and exhibitors to become parties to the code) .
Arbitration Machinerv
1. Location of Board. An Arbitration
Board shall be established in each exchange territory.
2. Method of Selection of Arbitrators.
There shall be created in each exchange
territory a general panel and a neutral
panel. The general panel shall consist of about 20 members of whom the
distributors will appoint 10 and the exhibitor association functioning in that particular exchange territory the other 10.
Where there are two or more exhibitor associations each association may appoint a
panel of 10 of their own. The members
of the general panel may be affiliated with
exhibitor or distributor interests.
Each party to a dispute may designate
as his arbitrator any member of this general panel or any one else he desires outside of the panel.
The neutral panel shall consist of ten
members to be mutually agreed upon by
the exhibitor and distributor interests in
each exchange territory. These members
shall not be members of the general panel
and shall not be associated with exhibitor
or distributor interests but shall have an
understanding and knowledge of the motion picture industry.
The two arbitrators chosen by the above
method shall designate the third arbitrator
from the neutral panel and if they are

COAST
REPRESENTATIVE
AVAILABLE
I am
April.

returning
I have

to Hollywood

had

many

late

years

in

of ex-

perience in both major and independent fields, functioning in important
executive

positions.

included

national

My

activities

sales

tion; advertising and

and

have

distribu-

publicity;

exhi-

bition; acquisition of product for domestic and foreign release.
Have excellent Coast contacts and
am

fully equipped

of assignment

in

to execute
return

any

compensation. Can supply wholly
vincing references as to ability,
performance

conpast

personal

integrity.

Address: Box 100, BOXOFFICE,
feller Plaza, N. Y. C.

9 Rocke-
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and

type

for moderate

Trade

Nominations Mark

Draft

unable to agree the third arbitrator
shall
be drawn from the neutral panel by
lot.
No compensation shall be paid to any
arbitrator from the general panel, but
compensation wherever necessary may be
paid to the neutral arbitrator.
3.

The

cost

of

arbitration

machinery.

Upon the filing of a claim the complaining
party shall pay a filing fee of $5. These
fees are to cover the cost of:
(a) compensation to the neutral,
wherever necessary,
(b) expenses incurred upon the initiative of the arbitration board,
(c) administration.
In disputes involving principles, affecting the entire industry the arbitration
board may assess the cost incurred upon
the initiative of the arbitration board upon
all distributors and exhibitors associations.
The arbitration board shall have no
power to award counsel fees.
Except as here provided each party shall
stand its own costs and expenses.
The board shall be empowered in its discretion to engage a secretary for its own
sessions.
4. Qualification of arbitrators. No person shall be nominated or elected to act
as an arbitrator in any dispute in which
he has a personal or financial interest, diectly or indirectly. The parties may, however, waive their right in any objections
which may exist on the above grounds.
5. Vacancies. Vacancies occurring by
reason of illness, resignation, disqualifications, disability or death shall be filled in
the same manner as the original appointment.
6. Hearings. Hearings shall take place
in the exchange territory in the city in
which is located the exchange out of which
the complaining exhibitor is served.
Parties may represent themselves or be
represented by another.
Each party shall have the right to question the witnesses of the other party or
parties.
Witnesses shall testify under oath.
Tire arbitrator may require any party to
produce whatever records and documents
they may deem necessary.
Stenographic records of testimony will
not be taken unless either or both parties
so request and provide funds for the same
in which case the stenographer shall be
selected by the board, or if designated by
either or both parties, approved by the
board.
7. Waiving oral hearings. If the parties
to a controversy agree in writing to waive
oral hearings they shall submit to the arbitrators a statement of claim under oath
including statements from books of account or other evidence together with
written argument. Immediately upon receipt of the statement of facts and written
arguments a copy thereof shall be submitted to the respective parties and each
shall have the right to reply thereto. But
if either party should fail to make such
reply in
days from receipt thereof he
shall be deemed to have waived the right
to reply. The files shall then be submitted
to the arbitrators.
8. Preferential cases. Certain disputes
require prompt and immediate decisions
while others do not. There shall, therefore,
be established a list of disputes to which
the arbitrators must give preference in
time of hearing.
9. Miscellaneous. All questions affecting procedure such as the time when the
submissions are to be made; the time

AMPA's Meeting
New

York

—

Officers’

nominations,

patriotism, the art of pinch hitting, and
foreign “isms” took the spotlight at the
regular Ampa luncheon meeting at the
Hotel Astor.
Gordon White read the list of nominations, adopted unanimously he said, for
the new term. Paul Lazarus jr„ headed
the slate for president, Vincent Trotta for
vice-president; Herbert Berg, who held
the post once before, for treasurer; Kenneth Clark of the Hays office for secretary. Martin Starr was selected trustee
for three years. In addition to four officers who comprise the board, Ralph
Rolan, Eli Sugarman, Lou Lifton, James
Cron and Starr were nominated.
White made a “recommendation” to
whoever the new president might be, that
Monroe Greenthal be selected chairman of
a service committee, comprised of three
trade paper men, to aid employment
among members.
Mrs. Timothy A. Kenney took up the
cudgel for patriotism. She and some associates are engaged in the production of 18
two-reel subjects designed for “the betterment of the nation.” Her endeavor aims
at “an emotional understanding of the
birth of our government” to shake the
existing “complacency” that threatens to
undermine the tolerance for which “our
forefathers fought.”
An authentic word picture of the full
meaning of foreign “isms” was presented
by Herbert Kline, who spent months in
Europe during the Czechoslovakian crisis.
Kline’s films of events surrounding this
incident, as well as the Munich pact, have
been made into the
was Kline’s opinion
an obligation to do
ences what foreign

picture “Crisis.” It
that Hollywood has
for American audipress correspondents

are doing to “enlighten the world.” Where
fascism thrives on the masses’ trust in its
leaders, American democracy and ideals
can be fostered by convincing the unemployed, “through facts,” that the “American system” is worth fighting for. “The
people want facts,” Kline asserted. “If
they don’t get facts they will accept
Brenda Forbes presented herself as a
professional
pinch-hitter. In this instance
fascism.”
she was backing up Nancy Hamilton. Miss
Forbes spoke briefly, mostly by “talking
about myself” and her family, which is
substantially represented on Broadway.

within which the arbitrators must make
their awards; the forms to be used; the notices to be sent and similar problems
should be referred to counsel for the distributors and exhibitor groups.
(Disputes where more than two parties
are involved, or involving third parties who
refuse to submit to arbitration, or where a
greater number of exhibitors are involved
than distributors or vice versa, or where
a distributor and its affiliated theatre company are parties, present problems which
have been. discussed but have not yet been
resolved)
BOXOFFICE
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Slashing

Upkeep

Costs

OF THEATRE
SEATS

W hat is
FOAM

SPONGE?

Pure milk of the rubber tree
(from our plantations in
Sumatra), whipped into a
foam, then baked in special molds to give it permanent shape. Buoyed by
millions of interconnecting
air cells, Foam Sponge
cushions are light, cool,
luxuriously comfortable—
yet hold their shape
through long life.

One-piece

Moulded

Seat Cushions

U. S. ROYAL

of

FOAM

SPONGE

REPLACE SPRINGS AND STUFFING - SAVE “REBUILDING"
Patrons
Sponge

are
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comfort— theatre

its year-after-year

of

the

“flows”
body.

men

economy.

ient air-celled Latex,
flesh,
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softer

every

Supports

so
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covers

Resil-

Foam

padding

are

ing is left to sag
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or pack

down.

faster,

—

Sponge

years

United

Seat

WEAR

pull-

cushions

come

as
al-

to save you “rebuilding”
pense. For all the facts, write

xs

Noth-

easier— no

is necessary,

ready perfectly shaped. And
they
their shape through
many

hold

contour

yet so gently — it feels more
like
floating than sitting. Both springs
and

on

BP

than

evenly

go

ing or stretching

with

States

Rubber

Mishawaka,

TESTED

Company

ex-

>“<“

Indiana

BY GREYHOUND

Five years! Millions of passenger miles! In Greyhound “Cruiser” reclining seats that must be both
chair and bed. Covers replaced several times. But
Foam

Sponge

units go on unchanged— still good

for

years of perfect service.

RUBBER

WILL

SERVE

YOU

BETTER

NEVER

MIND

THE

IT’S COOL

IN

FEATURE.

..

THERE

Theatre patrons everywhere have
made their decision plain ... air
conditioning is the most vital 'feature’ on any theatre’s summer bill.
Good air conditioning will build
your summer profits too. Assure
yourself of GOOD air conditioning . . . specify General Electric.
Packaged
Weather,brings
G-E’sto small
new,
unit
air conditioner
theatres all the benefits of air conditioning at a new low cost* of
ownership. The coupon will bring
full information.
•About the price of one to two tickets
per 100 seats per show during summer
. . ' that’s the cost of G-E Air Conditioning in a theatre.

GENERAL

BOXOFFICE

f|) ELECTRIC

:: April 1, 1939

37

American

Chairs

for both World’s Fairs
Millions

of people will be made

comfortable

by American

welcome

and

more

Seating at these 22 showplaces

Golden Gate International Exposition, San Francisco

New York World's Fair, 1939
© NYWF
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Few of our readers need be reminded
for a shift of scenery is with us again.

tive, A. J. Stocker,

111., or

to

Eastern

9 Rockefeller

Plaza,

RepresentaNew

York.

that the season

If for no other reason than to dispel the monotony of
over-familiarity that has become disinteresting or distasteful to winter-worn patrons, places of business
should be given a thorough-going Spring Renovation.
The early invasion of out-door competition is inevitable. Smart theatre management is even now mustering all its resources to sustain the movie-going habit
and abate the customary summer complaints.
If property improvements are needed, however incidental, now is the time to apply them for best effect —
an effect that has been known to carry many a theatre
safely through the summer doldrums.
This publication has long argued persistently and
with appreciable success for a complete change of
atmospheric effects at the beginning of each new
season.
The seasonal change of scenery is no Jonger such an
expensive proposition if it is instituted as a policy and
proceeded with intelligently, thanks to modern materials and improved methods of application.

The modern theatre, by reason of its simplicity of design and functional appointments, lends itself readily
to seasonal changes. Usually the result can be attained
by thorough house-cleaning, possibly a one-coat paint
job and a rearrangement of lighting and decorative
effects. Color changes work wonders.

House Appeal is effective only when
it is freshly new. Four times a year is not
too often to renew it.

should be addressed to Publisher’s Representative, Harrison Toler Company,
332 S. Michi-

gan Ave., Chicago,

Calls for a Change
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ESPITE generally upset economic
conditions that until lately have
been anything but encouraging to
the spirit of showmanship, which always
fights hardest when it gets hit, theatre
business is going ahead, heroically.
The fear and timidity which thwarts
progress in other lines of business, while
moderately extant in our field, is not affecting the determination of thousands of
theatre owner’s to work out their own economic salvations.
In respect to progressive property modernization and plant improvements, the
operating branch of the moving picture
business is no longer “leaning on its
shovel” and waiting for someone to put it
to work. It is propelling itself and by its
own momentum is rolling its own in the
race for industrial security.
A few remain idle, of course, who would
rather wrap themselves in their imaginary
misgivings and hibernate or more conveniently hide their heads in the sands of
indecision. But there are so many bright
exceptions that one may safely disregard
the few who openly discount the future of
show business.
A Commendable Instance
A particularly bright example of what
theatre business is doing at present to imA towering pylon sign topped by a ball of
light in revolving effect beneath which is
a brilliantly lighted marquee, with modern methods of advertising feature attractions to prospective patrons of the new
Wisconsin.

prove its current income status and assure its security for the future is the concluding subject of this article.
The locale of the recital is Wisconsin
Rapids, Wisconsin, a thriving little city of
less than ten thousand population near
the geographical center of the state. Before presenting the project which assumes
the particular point of the narrative, may
we present a brief prologue of events leading up to the interesting climax.
On July 18, 1923, Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Eckardt came to Wisconsin Rapids from
Minnesota, where Mrs. Eckardt and a son
had been in the theatre business for ten
years. They purchased the old Palace
Theatre and promptly proceeded to put it
in physical good order.
The first of many improvements to the
Palace was the installation of a new canopy and electric sign immediately on acquiring it. In 1930 the lobby and auditorium were remodeled, sound equipment
was installed and new seats were added.
Further improvements were made in 1936.
A new front, air conditioning, acoustical
treatment and improved sound and projection equipment, followed in routine
order.
On

May 28, 1927, the Eckardts purchased the Rapids Theatre and have since
operated it in conjunction with the Palace.
The Rapids Theatre has been remodeled
and improved many times and at present
is a modern, air conditioned theatre with
the latest projection and sound equipment and all facilities for the comfort of
its patrons.
In June, 1938, Mr. and Mrs. Eckardt
acquired the property on which the new
Wisconsin Theatre is built. High regard
for House Appeal as expressed in this brief
outline of management policy preceding
now finds further expression in this latest fine theatre for Wisconsin Rapids —
the new Wisconsin — designed by Architect Donn Hougen.
High

Lights

of House

Appeal

A towering sign in the form of a tapered
pylon ablaze with colored neon and incandescent lamps, with an illuminated
globe to which automatic light control
lends an appearance of revolving, attracts
attention from afar and invites theatregoers to the new Wisconsin Theatre day
and night.
Hundreds of Mazda lamps sparkle on
the theatre front, about 1,400 bulbs lighting the sign tower and surmounting ball.
The marquee attraction boards are emphasized with more neon and incandescents. About 400 feet of tubing was used
on the theatre front.
The

base of the Wisconsin’s

front ele-

vation is of rose marble in a dark shade.
Above it is structural glass and above the
canopy are yellow porcelain panels. The
colors on the front, while more brilliant,
are the dominating shades repeated in
many variations throughout the theatre.
Patrons pass under the well-lighted
marquee into a lobby and foyer which give
the key impressions of color and design
that are carried throughout the theatre’s
plan. Richness and taste in appointments,
wall decorations, base colors and furniture
are apparent in every particular.
The lobby, 20 feet wide and 48 feet
long, has a tiled asphalt floor. A distinctive mural is at the left and comfortable
benches upholstered in colored leather are
set into the walls. The lobby lighting is
indirect; both neon tubing and incandescent lamps are employed.
At the left of the foyer entrance, a stairway with ornamental iron rails leads to
the “cry” room and lounge, where soft
color schemes in decoration and furniture
invite the patron to relax.
The men’s smoking room and the
women’s powder room open off the lounge.
Both are furnished and decorated in the
modern manner. The powder room is appropriately trimmed in yellow, white and
dubonnet, the men’s room in green and
gold. The lounge walls and ceiling are in
dubonnet, green and gold.
Practical

Comfort

Provision

The

“nursery” room has a seating capacity of 22. It is a complete little theatre unit in itself, where parents with small
tots may take their charges and enjoy the
program without causing the common
audience disturbance. The screen is
viewed through plate glass and a loud
speaker brings the sound completely and
naturally into the room. No noise from
the “cry” room reaches the auditorium.
Two rows of chromium posts with velour
rope railings to guide patrons to the auditorium entrances were placed in the foyer,
The MODERN
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which extends 70 feet beyond the lobby.
The foyer lighting is effectively provided
by both direct and indirect sources. An
exit leads from the south end of the foyer
and at the south end also is the stairway
to the projection room and the offices of
the management.
Entrances to the auditorium are in the
foyer, where three aisles are provided to
distribute patrons to the four sections of
seats. At the east side of the auditorium
the outside aisles lead directly to exits to
a side street. The auditorium is 58 feet
wide and 94 feet long, with walls of brick
and cindercrete covered with acoustical
material. The concrete floor is covered
with a special dressing in a rust shade to
match the seat upholstery.
Twelve sets of ear phones, six in each
of the aisle sides at seats about midway
in the auditorium have been provided for
patrons with impaired hearing. The seating, placed far enough apart to give ample
room, is arranged to provide unimpeded
views of the seamless sound screen, which
is 22 by 15 feet in size.
Completely

Air

Conditioned

The proscenium is outlined in brilliant
neon and rich draperies in colors to harmonize with the general scheme. The
draperies are remotely controlled from the
projection room. Beneath the stage the
completely automatic heating and air
cooling plant is located. The refrigerating
unit is of 25-ton ice capacity and the
furnace is equipped with stoker firing.
Fresh, tempered, humidified air is fanforced to all parts of the house and automatically controlled. The air emanates
from ducts in a drop panel which extends
the length of the auditorium ceiling and
also conceals indirect lighting fixtures.
A dressing room, 14 by 20 feet in size,
is provided under the front section of the
auditorium for use by performers in stage
presentations.
All lighting in the auditorium is concealed with the exception of long sidewall
brackets, three on each wall. These brackets are eight feet in length. Wainscoting
in the auditorium is dark rust in color and

The Wisconsin’s auditorium
is well calculated tor comfort. Correctly lighted, restfully decorated, air conditioned and seated with posture-formed chairs of deepupholstered

type.

Below — A

section of the “nursery”
room, sensibly and most
comfortably provided for
mothers with fretful offspring. It is soundproof , but
individually

sound- equipped.

ing effects has

much

to do with

the

at-

tractiveness of the new Wisconsin’s interior. Wall fixtures especially made to
order

represent unusual treatment to enhance the interest and beauty of decora-

At left — A section of the new Wisconsin’s
spacious lounge, furnished in the modern
manner
and

for the

common

utmost
sense

in eye

attraction

comfort

provision.

the decorations carry out shades of dubonnet, bone white and green.
The roof of the theatre is covered with

Right — The

heavy asbestos
insulation.

for milady’s make-up. Modern furniture
and fine carpets are points of interest in
both views.

Ample

and

BOXOFFICE

roofing
clever

laid over

one-inch

application

of light-

decorative

cosmetic

room

class plus

ample

likewise

has

conveniences

tion and appointments.
Proclaimed by

the

Press

While such theatre building projects as
the new Wisconsin serve to emphasize the
self-power of theatre business to promote
and preserve its own industrial security,
their effect on the public and industry at
large

is well pronounced also. An editorial entitled “The New Theatre” which
appeared in the Wisconsin Rapids Daily
Tribune, shortly before the opening date,
quite well expresses the public interest
angle. We quote from it in part:
“The doors of the new Wisconsin Theatre will admit patrons for the first time
Wednesday night. The opening of the
(Continued

on

page

61)
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By Ansel M. Moore

THIS article will deal with the com-

parative ease and inexpensiveness by
which theatre modernization may be
accomplished in this new era of practical
planning, modern materials and improved
methods of application.
it is to be somewhat of a comparison of the past with the present in
order to show what has been accomplished,
we must have a basis for such a com-

privileged few. To them, it meant only
awesome atmospheric decorations and
shimmering doodads that did little more
than lull the patron into believing that
it was all a dream. To the more artistic
tastes of that day, it was
mare.

Since

parison. So let’s take the theatres of ten
or fifteen years ago, which would put us
directly into that “de luxe” period during which there were but two classes of
theatres; namely, the huge “dream palace” with its vulgar display of grandiosity,
and the dingy little dime-a-throw dump
derisively called “grind

house”

or “shootin’

gallery.”
Shortly before “sound” and for a time
thereafter, there was “no sich animal” as
a medium-class theatre. It was either the
super

deluxer with enormous seating capacity and stupendous stage shows or its
antithesis the little store show, cheap and
tawdry in its appointments and equipment
provisions, struggling along with its silent
pictures in swaddling
in some instances.

simplicity — squalor,

In those days, House Appeal was considered as the divine right of the pretentious cinema palace and a claim of the

Cost of Upkeep
The

indeed

Was

a night-

High

point is that it cost real money

to

promote and maintain those dream palaces of the pre-depression period. Some
of the gilded mushrooms ran into the millions and most of it was spent not for
comfort nor convenience, but for showiness and snide frippery by which it was
thought to fool the dear public. But not
for long.
The

owner

of the small

theatre

in those

days couldn’t very well emulate his more
affluent colleagues in the matter of cornering the market on fine feathers. Had
he really wanted to, he couldn’t have afforded the fancy prices that were then
being paid for architectural gargoyles and
gold-leaf wall coverings.
The
picture
and

introduction

of sound

to the moving

is what really put the small capacity theatre back in the running again,

to the talking picture may be credited the rise in popularity of the refined,
highly functional, comfortably furnished
community center cinemas which dot our

A cozy corner in the lounge of the Lido
Theatre, in Manley, Iowa. A decorative
treatment of gay design accentuated with
bright color harmony. A contrasting tile
ceiling, with tan plank walls in random
widths and a mahogany broum wainscot.
Nu-Wood was the medium used. (Photo
courtesy Wood Conversion Company .)

suburbs

and

smaller

towns

today.

When the silent picture slipped into
oblivion and audible screen entertainment
speedily took its place, it was found that
huge, heavily ornamented auditoria were
highly unsuited for sound reproduction.
Structurally, they were an abomination to
audible sound reception and the best of
acoustical engineering talent was tripped
up in trying
But

to apply

some

relief.

for the small and simpler constructed theatres, minus the nooks and

crannies, atmospheric domes and gingerbread garnishment, the adaptation to
sound was no serious problem. Although
acoustical treatment was a rather mysterious subject among showmen at the
start, they soon found what a job it was
to overcome the idiosyncracies of sound
reception.
However, the real trouble was that the
crude applications of heterogenious sound
correction materials of that period raised
particular heck with decorative schemes.
Gunny sacks, jute packing, smelly goat’s
hair and other dirt collecting sound absorbents hurriedly tacked on walls and
ceilings certainly didn’t improve decorative effects. Besides, the quickest and
cheapest way to get some kind of result
was the practice then almost unanimously
The auditorium of the Sanborn Theatre,
in Sanborn, Minn. This attractive interior
was finished in ivory Nu-Wood board run
horizontally and edged with Kolor-Trim.
Insulation for temperature and sound control is provided for in this economical type
of insulating interior finish. (Photo courtesy Wood Conversion Company.)
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Upper view is that of the auditorium of
the Leola Theatre, Minneapolis, Minn., before acoustical correction and a new decorative treatment was applied. Note unsightly exposed light fixtures, radiators
and general unattractiveness.
Lower view of the same auditorium after
modernization with Acousti-Celotex on
the walls arranged in strikingly modern
patterns and panels set off to advantage
by new lighting fixtures and concealment
of unsightly radiators. An improved setting for the picture screen is thus provided. (Photos courtesy Celotex Corporation.)
resorted to by theatre owners.
A

Combination

Contrived

After a time and with some persuasive
prodding, to which we personally plead
guilty, several manufacturers of interior
finishing materials contrived a happy combination of acoustical efficiency and decorative effect into certain products that
could be applied economically sans expensive structural alterations over existing walls and ceilings. The idea caught
on quickly.
And to these several product creations
for acoustical efficiency and decorative
effects that are easy to look at, we must
credit in no small measure the emancipation of theatre men from the troubles
that once beset them in applying sound
correction decoratively.
While we refer principally to the new
materials at present available for the
modernization of theatre interiors — walls,
ceilings and floors — we must give credit
generously to manufacturers of all classes
of materials and equipment that now find
use in our modern theatres of all sizes.
Size today has no relation to House Appeal, since the small theatre to succeed
must provide it without regard to proportion.
The acousti- decorative problem is but
one of many that has been successfully
met with modern materials to the prestige
and profit of the moving picture industry.
Comfort for theatre patrons has come
into the picture largely by reason of the
development of better materials for building and modernizing the moving picture
theatre.
The new interior finishing materials to
which we refer are not all alike in their
composition. Each has its characteristics,
colorings and general competency for various conditions. Among all of them, the
comparative ease of application, inexpensiveness and fitness for purpose are pronounced.
Use

Values

are

Expounded

The aggressiveness employed by various
manufacturers and suppliers of these new
materials in emphasizing the use values
of their products and instructing purchasers on application and maintenance
is inspiring. Quite typical of the spirit
of progressiveness that prevails in this
classification is a statement from Mr.
P. A. Ward, sales manager of Wood Conversion Company, to the editor, from which
we excerpt some interesting information.
In part we quote Mr. Ward:
“During
BOXOFFICE
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velopment department has introduced several significant innovations to the theatre
trade. Among recent developments are
two which are of interest to the theatre
builder and remodeler — a new material for
wainscot and the new product in predecorated wood moldings.
“Realizing the trend toward more colorful theatre interiors,” says Mr. Ward, “we
put our product development department
to work on getting more color into our
interior finish products. After extensive
study, we learned that our products had
the true fundamental basis for color harmony. Being produced in variegated shades
from light tan to rich brown and old
ivory, they were found to have the basically neutral colors which can be combined
with all other colors. To observe the laws
of color harmony it is essential for the
larger background colors to be neutral —
leaving the trim or smaller decorations to
(Continued

Cover Illustration
An inspiration to the coinage of a
new phrase, ‘‘striking simplicity” is
presented by this sectional side-wall
view of the auditorium of the Chelton
Theatre, in Philadelphia. Here decorative sufficiency in harmonious effect is successfully combined with
acoustical efficiency through the application of a modern material. The
eye appeal and trim neatness of this
decorative treatment is no less commendable than the acoustical correction it provides. The picture strongly
suggests a starting point for Spring
Renovation in many theatres where
such treatment is sorely needed.
(Photo courtesy United States Gypsum Company) .

on following page)
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being steadily diminished by the light of
facts, theatre property modernization is no
longer such an expensive process, when
skilfully planned for the application of
many modern materials.
In the halcyon days referred to previously herein, dependable manufacturers
and suppliers of trustworthy merchandise
were prone to hold themselves aloof from
the hurly-burly market of make-believe,
where once low price was the lever that
controlled a sale — if the commodity merely “looked good.”
changed.

But the situation has

Nowadays reliable manufacturers of new
materials are meeting the theatre industry
more

than

half-way with consistent improvement in quality and use values at
price levels far below what such values
would have run had they been available
ten or fifteen years ago.
Thus the theatre man who looks for
quality in his material requirements
doesn’t have to rely on imagination to
find it. He needs only deal with responsible manufacturers.
New materials for theatre modernization
are plentiful. The theatre market is no

set up the desired effect with brighter,
stronger colors. These laws are fully observed in the coloring of the new interior finish materials and moldings.”
In commenting further on the new developments, Mr. Ward explained, “The
new wainscot has been developed in texture and color to harmonize with the
shades of our tile, plank, board and the
new moldings. Because the wainscot is
used on base walls and wall areas which
must stand abuse, it is supplied in a new
mahogany brown shade with a tough
wood-grained surface, scuff-resistant.
“The

moldings,”

continued

Mr.

Ward,

What modern materials efficiently applied
in harmonious arrangement can do for
House Appeal is apparent in this view of
the foyer of the Wyandotte Theatre, at
Wyandotte, Mich. Luxurious carpet in
hold design offers a pleasing contrast to
plain walls and ceilings. Other modern
fixtures are complementary. (Photo courtesy Alexander Smith & Sons Carpet Co.)
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Weatherwood, a modern interior finish
material, is the medium of decorativeacoustic efficiency in the auditorium of
this well-equipped theatre in Clearfield,
Pa. (Photo courtesy United States Gypsum Co.)

longer a “country cousin” in the minds of
those who manufacture and merchandise
the more dependable products of industry.
A better understanding of intrinsic values
on the part of theatre owners and on the
part of manufacturers a clearer conception of the needs of theatre operation has
effected a happy coordination of mutual
interests.

“are entirely new in the interior finish
line. To assure complete color harmony
they are pre-decorated in shades which
were selected by a nationally known color
expert to harmonize perfectly with the
shades of our other products. The design selections of these moldings were also

Theatre modernization is now well within the means of every theatre owner,
thanks to the availability and inherent
advantages of many new materials. And
we reiterate, this goes for almost every
mechanical requirement of modern theatre operation.

made

by thorities
oneon design.
of the nation’s leading au-

“Color harmony is exemplified in the
combination. A design can be arranged
for any style interior and the desired color
effect can be worked out. No matter what
combination is used, it will always be in
complete color harmony.”
Extravagance Unnecessary
Contrary to a popular misconception
among theatre men, which fortunately is

Foyer walls in the Hiland Theatre, Des
Moines, Iowa, are always spic and span
because of their Rocoteen covering. This
modern fabric offers unusual decorative
possibilities and presents an inviting interior to the theatre’s patrons. To be
noted herein also are such modern utilities
as automatic door closers, push-bars, and
a particularly striking pattern of carpet.
(Photo courtesy L. C. Chase & Company.)
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New equipment features
rotary stabilizer plus shock
proof drive
This splendid new

Magic

Voice

of

the Screen is far and away the world’s
finest movie sound equipment. In
addition to an amazing number of
new features it contains the latest
creation

of RCA

engineers

— the

shock proof drive — a "partner" for
the rotary stabilizer which assures
constant film speed.
This new equipment offers standard RCA quality — plus many new
advances

which

stamp it a truly out-

standing value. It’s available

for

theatres of every size— at prices you’ll
appreciate. Get full details from your
RCA

Photophone

Better
— and

sound
RCA

representative.

means

Tubes

better

mean

box

better

office
sound

Listen to the Magic Key of RCA every Sunday, 2 to 3
P. M.f E.S.T., on the NBC Blue Network
RCA

Photophone Service Organization has a low
cost theatre service plan in which
you will be interested.
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By Helen Kent
ET’S have a look at show business
from the public point of view. Here
we have millions of persons, no two
of whom think exactly alike. Never was a
moving picture made which pleased everyone who saw it; likewise never one which
did not find acceptance by some of the
people. That’s the peculiar advantage of
this form of entertainment. It is public
property, because of its availability to rich
and poor alike.
Knowing this fact, moving picture producers vary the forms of entertainment to
be placed on the screens throughout the
land. True, they run into cycles when
one type of picture product proves vastly
successful. This is all well and good, because the public is still able to regulate
the length of these cycles by their acceptance of such follow-up pictures at the
boxoffice. And picture producers would
be the last in the world to expect a bored
public to support them. Exhibitors, also,
feel the public pulse in the matter of the
screened entertainment they offer.
More

Individuality

Needed

Unfortunately, however, in a great many
instances they seem to have neglected to
feel the public pulse in the matter of how
moving pictures are presented. And this
is the theatre man’s sole responsibility in
his own locality and to his own small
portion of the great public. If he finds
his share of the theatre-going public disinterested and diminishing, it may possibly be Hollywood’s fault, but more probably the reason lies with him as the man
“on the spot,” who should be in touch
and in harmony with his own public.
Boredom is a dreadful thing. It grows
rapidly and embraces more persons with
every moment it is allowed to exist. It,
too, is habit-forming. The public can just
as easily become imbued with the movieboredom habit as it can with the moviegoing habit. And the only weapon with
which to combat such ennui on the part
of a large and growing group is change.
A change of pace means progress. Such
changes have been used before in moving
picture presentation, hence there should
be little mystery about the workings of a
bit of diversion from what is expected.
Double-feature presentations were a
change which was accepted so heartily by
a certain class of theatre-goers at first
that most theatre owners were reluctant
to lay them aside.
The public is now obviously and outspokenly bored with double-features, but
because the change worked once, many
exhibitors have forgotten that time moves
around to indicate necessity for another
change. Money raffles and merchandise

46

give-aways were other changes, which
were welcomed by the public mostly because they offered novelty.
The real movie fans, however, regretted
these interruptions to their entertainment
and dissatisfaction has been met on all
sides. These changes were fleeting and
impractical. They served to undermine the
moving picture theatre industry by substituting patronage-bribery for patron-entertainment.
The

What

Building-Up

is needed

Quality

is practical change

of

pace. Things which have a building-up
quality and which are entertainment to
the mass of patronage. When people are
seeking amusement and diversion, they
needn’t be paid for it by free gifts nor
gorged on it by doubling or tripling the
length of the program. Give them some-

thing new and different and be open to
changes whenever a need for them is indicated. Such a course will certainly satisfy patronage in any locale.
For this reason we have persistently
stressed change in the physical structure
and furnishings of the theatre itself. In
every case where theatres have been remodeled or even redecorated, an immediate awakening of interest on the part
of the public has been noted. With this
thought in mind, we feel that it is time
to advance a bit farther and indicate the
remarkable impetus a change of presentation style or manner might make in the
modern theatre.
The cinema idea is basically sound. Remember, that this is the only kind of entertainment readily available to untold
thousands of people. Give them a wellbalanced diet of moving picture entertainment plus a change of pace in presentation at intervals and they will re( Continued on page 50)
Ferde Grofe, celebrated composer and
creative interpreter of American music,
seated at the keyboard of a new instrument, the Novachord.

To

the left , a new, low-

priced, all-steel Heywood
chair with Streamline
Back.
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THAT there can be any comparison be-

tween the back drop on stage and the
carpet in the foyer and aisles of the
house seems at first a ridiculous presumption. But the functional value of each is
identical.
The back drop is used to create atmosphere and to sustain interest throughout
the act or the entire show.
And if that does not tie in with the
function of the carpet out front then . . .
well !
Carpet is a tool of showmanship. And
there can be just as much showmanship
on the floor of the house as on the stage
or the screen. In fact, the showmanship
put into the decorative scheme is a great
influence on the boxoffice value of the
house to the community.
People go to the theatre for a change
— “to get away from it all” — to forget
themselves. The showman recognizes this
psychology of the theatregoer and gives
him the “change” just as soon as he gets
past the ticket chopper.
A

Mood

Is Created

Carpet, therefore, must first have eye
appeal or visual dramatic interest. The
“change”

from the problems

*Mohawk

of the work-

Carpet Mills, Inc.

The two-ton masterpiece in Chenille, the famous
Oval Giant rug
in the Roxy Theatre, New York
City, is being rewoven this year
by Mohawk after
twelve years of
service under the
feet of ninety milsions. lion paid admisaday world to the make-believe must be
immediate, startling, sensational — and
memory provoking. And this effect can
be attained only to the degree that the
emotions are stimulated by color, design
and harmony.
Carpet is the basis of this stimulation,
just as it is the basis of the decorative
scheme itself. This is obvious. Carpet is
the first element of decoration that hits
the eye when the customer gets inside the
door. Upon it, therefore, must fall the

Perfect harmony of carpet with roomtreatment is achieved in the foyer of
Schine’s Eckel Theatre, in Syracuse, N. Y.

job of creating the vitally favorable first
impression.
And then, carpet must have a very definite wearing quality to justify its existence.
Merely

to put a carpet on the floor because its pattern and colors are attractive
to the eye is only half doing the job. Dollar value in theatre carpet is fully as important as it is in hotel carpet and the
theatreman who ignores this is heading
for trouble.
A discussion of the various weaves for
theatre use must be saved for another time
because it is a subject with many ramifications. But the subject of dollar value
can be disposed of here with the advice
not to try to buy down to an appropriation but rather to investigate the carpet
subject first and then set a budget figure.
It is best, in doing this, to talk with
representatives of thoroughly reliable contractors or manufacturers. Some contractors and many manufacturers are not in
position to supply the ideally adapted
weaves for every use.
Harmony

Aids House

Appeal

The carpeted areas in a theatre should,
of course, harmonize with the architectural motif. Seldom should the foyer, the
lounges and the aisles be carpeted alike.
But, although these three areas have different patterns or even different types of
carpet, all of them should be visually dramatic. The good showman and successful
theatreman knows that he cannot afford
to let up for one moment or in one square
foot of floor space — on the emotional
stimulation that the right carpet affords.
This is especially apparent during intermissions when house lights are full up
and house decor has no counter attraction on the stage. During this period
the audience is relaxed. People are gazing
around. The eye falls first on the proscenium; then travels along the side walls.
The mind is impressed with the quiet
graciousness or the gaudy monstrosity of
the decor. At that moment carpet again
The MODERN
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FLOOR

COVERINGS

There is magic in the effect of theatre floor treatment. Aside from the
very

common use functions of carpet as a softener to the tread and a
counteraction to noise and confusion
in the theatre, there is an aesthetic
factor of even greater importance to
the management.
This extra potential factor, which
may be correctly described as
“Mood

Conditioning,'' will be discussed in relation to the profitable
operation of theatres in the next following (April 29th) issue of this publication.
The “Floor Coverings'' issue, now
in process of preparation, will define
many other important angles in the
selection, application and care of
carpets, rugs, mattings, linings and
all kindred floor furnishing materials.
We commend this forthcoming issue to our readers as a most interesting presentation of a prime requisite
to House Appeal in the modern theatre.— The Editor.

Tasteful modernism

in aisle carpet pro-

vides excellent background for ushers’
flashlights in the Oriental Theatre at Los
Angeles. Aisle floors are one spot in a
springs into the mind — that first impression gained after entering the foyer.
And since this discussion has led us back
to first impressions here is a statement of
fact: Very often theatres are best remembered by their carpet — just as certain
shows are remembered by certain tag lines
or comedians by tag lines.
One of the features of the Roxy in New
York, for instance, is the massive chenille
rug in its foyer. So important has this
rug become to the house, and so lined
with the house’s personality that a duplicate of it is now in weaving in the mills.
And, more locally, the Pox in Detroit, the
Fox in San Francisco, the Warner in Milwaukee, the Lakewood in Dallas, the Aliena
in Los Angeles. Carpet has done a real

Rubber Matting Helps
in House Maintenance
Wherever rubber matting is used, it has
proved to be a source of pride and satisfaction to its owner. A colorful and attractive appearance which is inherent in
this entrance or lobby furnishing invariably causes favorable comment by patrons
of the theatre. On the practical side
there is safety and serviceability in the
protection of carpets from the damage of
dirt that would otherwise be carried inside the theatre.
A new rubber matting installation will
transform the theatre, bringing new
charm, new color and new beauty. And
because of remarkably long life of the better quality materials, any need for pursi veness and advertising value is desired,
chasing new matting will be ended for
many years to come. Rubber link matting
BOXOFFICE
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theatre’s interior which the patron always
sees, whether or not house lights ever go
up between performances.

selling job for these theatres — and for
hundreds of others through the land.
Something

Different

The

American public seeks its amusement not so much for the sake of amusement as for the sake of diversion — something different, something that gets away
from the humdrum existence of earning a
living. The theatre, therefore, must take
the mind out of the rut quickly — and entirely and completely.
And right here is an opportunity for
those many, many theatres that were built

will not absorb dirt because of its smooth
surface, but its link construction will trap
dust, dirt and slush at the entrance to the
theatre, thus preventing unnecessary wear
on expensive floor coverings within the
house.
Rubber matting is easily cleaned and it
may be rolled up for storage if it is not
to be used as a regular entrance-way floor
covering. Its beauty makes permanent instal ation a wise decision. Purchase of
modern rubber matting, whether for
permanent or seasonal use, is an investment for service and durability. Many
beautiful design patterns and color combinations are now available, including
monogrammed mats where a bit of excluAnything

you can do to change the atmosphere of your house as often as possible is something worth doing in this
day and age.

ten — fifteen — twenty years ago and today
are a bit dated. A change in carpet will
do more than any other single thing to
startle the local gentry into new interest
in the local theatre. It has much the same
effect that attended the changing of costumes in the old Eddie Leonard Minstrels.
Leonard had costumed his show for years
in the same type and color of costume.
One year he decided to change the color
scheme of these costumes — and although
the routine remained much the same, business picked up appreciably and folks began to talk about the “new” Eddie Leonard show.
Spring Renovation! April, May, June.
Could there be a more propitious time
to set about improving the costumery of
any theatre, and for this important
“change,” colorful characterized carpets
should be among the firsts for consideration. Fine floor coverings contribute immensely to House Appeal.

CARPET

LININGS

Do not overlook in your carpet buying
the extra life and added satisfaction to be
gained by the use of quality carpet linings.
There are several types and kinds of
these rug cushions and carpet linings on
the market, varying in quality, life and
price. Cheap carpet padding is a poor
investment, however.
Prevalent linings are of paper or jute
or hair or sponge rubber compositions.
Most good qualities have all hair as a
base. One fine quality is a flexible composition of lasting resilience, impervious to
dampness. Some linings are impregnated
to protect the floor covering itself against
moths, termites and other destructive insects. Be sure to investigate them when
purchasing new carpeting.
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Picture Presentation
a Change

Needs

of Pace

(Continued

from

page

46)

main well satisfied. One feature picture,
a newsreel, a cartoon subject, a short
comedy or travelogue, and that certain
something new and different which is
particularly adaptable to the class and
type of patronage, would seem to be the
ideal presentation in cinema theatres today. Specialty is the salt of showmanship.
It seasons to taste.
Selecting the right vehicle for that

change of pace should be a problem
for each individual showman, who best
knows what his customers will desire and
accept in the way of entertainment. However, this is not a new problem to showmen nor is it particularly mysterious.
Nearly every theatre owner knows, or can
determine with the least amount of personal questioning, what the majority of
his patrons would like to see and hear in
his theatre.
A

New

Cycle

Approaches

Of late, there has been an increasing
interest on the part of the public in the
return of entertainment “in the flesh.”
Perhaps this would offer possibilities to

CRITERION

J

great

number

of theatre

owners

who

are seeking a patronage booster. Vaudeville or incidental stagings, even when offered only at announced intervals, have
brought many new patrons and formerly
bored customers into theatres when such
acts have
There

been
are

presented.

many

theatres

where

a

bit

of real “personality” can be presented from
time to time to advantage. Such presentations can be entirely subordinate to
the cinema, but they will add a bit of
“umph” at a time when it is badly needed.
Something special of this sort may bring
out the public which has neglected the
movies and make them realize that there’s
plenty of entertainment in the old film
can yet.
Likewise, music presentation by musicians also “in the flesh” is making a
spirited come-back. It’s been a long time
since many theatre patrons have experienced the joy of watching music made in
the theatre before their very eyes. Let
there be an occasional orchestra with all

/Oa
/

a

the

trimmings. An organist also, perhaps to lead a community sing, would be
a fine investment to renew interest.
Quite a few moving
all types and sizes and

V

small

picture houses, of
in large cities and

ones, are adopting music for diversion and amusement of patrons. Good

music

is so very adaptable to moving picture theatres. True, it is presented regularly in sound-on-film, but unless the picture is a musical stand-out, few patrons
are even conscious of the time, talent and

effort expended to present
sical background.

the lavish mu-

A musical prologue presented in the theatre is a good idea at this time. Many
showmen, realizing this and in an effort
to compete with good music via radio,
have begun to offer musical interludes
to their programs by pipe organ, electric
organ or orchestra. In every case, whether
such programs are a regular occurrence or
a special occasion in the cinema, the public has received their presentation with
open acclaim and sincere appreciation.
Another

Music

Innovation

Less than a year ago the electric organ
with its many possibilities for theatre use
as a patronage promoter of the practical
sort was introduced in these pages. It has
met with no little success in theatres where
it is used regularly or on special occasions
Reports of its appeal to all listeners have
led us to introduce its newly invented
cousin, the Novachord, which is said to
have

even greater appeal from the standpoint of novelty and beauty of musical
production than the former.
The

",Built

new

electro -musical

instrument,

called a “pianoless piano” by musicians,
composers and critics who examined it recently at its first public showing, is an
entirely new instrument, not an imitative

to Excel-

Not Just to Compete

one.

What Mr.
ventor, had in
years ago was
instrument as

Laurens Hammond, its inmind at its inception two
to include in one compact
many lovely new tones as

possible. In doing so, he also included
tones which over the years have proved
themselves to be the most acceptable.
Some

IDEAL
EXPORT
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of the

effects

which

come

from

the new vacuum-tube operated instrument
merely by the adjustment of controls on
the

panel are piano, harpsichord, clavichord, banjo, Hawaiian steel guitar, music
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box, violin, cello, string quartet, bass fiddle (dog house), trumpet, trombone, English horn, French horn, flute, oboe and
ethers.

Any good pianist can play the Novachord and within a short time could be
working out all sorts of effects. For instance, a demonstrator of the new device worked up a number in which he
starts by playing “April Showers” in a
light and lacy manner and then produces
terrific rumbles of thunder and follows
that with a novel rendition of “The Umbrella Man.” Almost any performer could
be successful with such an unusual and
versatile change of effects.
Since the Novachord is a small instrument, comparable in size to the spinet
type piano, it might be necessary in the
case of large auditoriums to amplify iis
tones. Upon investigation, its producers
have discovered that the theatre public
address system, with which most medium
and large sized houses are equipped, is
perfectly adapted to this purpose. But
when used in the theatre lobby or foyer,
where it has an equally appropriate place
because of its novelty, amplification would
not be necessary.
Received

Well

on Radio

One of the most remarkable points about
this instrument has been its overwhelming
und hearty reception by the public a.
large. After having heard the Novachord
in its debut, both Rudy Vallee and Major
Bowes were quick to sense its popular appeal and each decided almost immediately to broadcast it on his radio program.
The instrument’s fan mail amazed both
maestros, and its mention in newspapeis
and news magazines has been most favorable. Those who capitalize this public appeal and interest in novelty will have made
a paying investment.
A new type of music — something entirely remote from the recorded music to
which theatre patrons have become accustomed— may be indicated as a change
of pace in moving picture presentation.
Perhaps a musicale presented in the lobby
from time to time, as suggested above,
would serve the purpose of attracting new
patrons into the theatre.
The lobby offers untold possibilities for
extra interest to theatre patrons. If the
theatre owner or manager is satisfied with
his manner of presentation in the auditorium, let him try lobby or lounge interest to invite new patronage. We know
of quite a number of swank houses in
metropolitan locations and numerous less
pretentious houses in small towns and
neighborhood communities which have
adopted the policy of serving tea in the
lounge and presenting ever-changing art
exhibits in that portion of the house.
It seems to us that if theatres must
give something away to attract patronage,
something of the sort which builds good
will and prestige is the answer to the problem. Better presentation of moving pictures takes in all these factors — far-fetched
as they may seem to some now. Let cinema
presentation return to the entire public.
Theatre

seats are something

that leave

an impression on the public. If they’re
uncomfortable, too closely spaced or unclean, the reaction is fatal to further patronage.
BOXOFFICE

Unretouched

Photograph

Once again
you are looking at something the
human eye has never seen
Last

month

cross-section
Carpet,

we

showed

you

a

of CRESTWOOD

magnified

16 times.

Now we show you a photograph of the back of CRESTWOOD,
magnified 16 times. Note how the
magnification brings out the symmetry with which the back is
woven, the strength of the
strands, the length of the fibers.

fully and carefully made ... a
carpet that has far more strength
than it will ever need. It tells,
more

effectively

thousands

than

of words, why

could
CREST-

WOOD isAmerica’s biggest-selling theatre carpet. Keep these
photographs in mind the next
time you are in the market for

It hides nothing . . reveals everything. It says to all the world . . .

carpet. They’ll save you money.
Alexander Smith & Sons Carpet Co., 295 Fifth Avenue, New

here

York,

is a carpet

that is beauti-

ALEXANDER

New

York.

SMITH

Crestwood Carpet
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tus. After you have bought it may then
be too late to do anything for you. Most
apparatus is good — just like automobiles.
You usually get what you pay for, but if
you buy an automobile to haul rocks and a
truck in which to take the family out

A Bit of Argument

on the Suitability

of Equipments
By Gordon
iir\*ECENTLY

one °f

disJIlyC my readers
turbed me great-

ly by stating that until he began reading
these articles he was
perfectly contented
with his conditioning
system. Then he proceeded to analyze his
system and point out
wherein he wanted
improvements. So he
sent me adequate sketches and other information that gave me a concrete picture of his conditions. I’ll try to help him,
of course.
But this does not mean that because I
get full and complete information I can
sit down and write him a letter which will
put his system into perfect operation.
Probably his operation can be improved
by instruction, but suitability of the apparatus for the locality in which it is to
be used is such an important factor that
unless it is taken into consideration when
equipment is purchased, a letter from me
or anyone else cannot make up for this
fatality later on.
How can I drive home to you theatre
owners the fact that there is no such thing
as a universal air conditioner ? There is
no conditioning apparatus that is equally
suitable for use from the Great Lakes to
the Gulf and from the Atlantic to the
Pacific.
Variable

Climate

Conditions

Of course, we have to have blowers and
filters with which to move and clean the
air, but the proper apparatus to use for
heating and cooling it as well as dehumidifying it should be selected with a full
knowledge of and concern for the local
climate and the cooling as well as heating
resources available in that particular locality.
Your apparatus neither heats nor cools
your place. It merely uses power in some
form to accomplish this. Therefore, it must
be selected to use the form of power available to you at point of installation. Should
you be located in Texas or Louisiana and
natural gas was already piped to your

* Air Conditioning
Wis.
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Engineer, Milwaukee,

H. Simmons*
back-door, it might be foolish to use anything else for both heating and cooling,
provided the price per 1,000 cubic feet of
gas was right.
Gas engine refrigeration compressors are
no experiment and gas heat has been with
us so long that we are well aware of i s
delights when used with the proper apparatus.
There are places in Arizona and New
Mexico where the climate is so dry that
the use of anything but an air washer for
cooling purposes would be a waste of
money, even if the water to be used in
the air washer were 100 degrees. This
might sound foolish to some of you, but
it In
isn’t.
Wisconsin, Illinois, certain parts of
Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, a part of the New
England states and certain sections out
west and north, where cold well water is
available (58 degrees Fahrenheit or less),
there is generally no reason nor excuse for
using anything else.
Misfits

in Competition

I have seen theatre installations costing
thousands of dollars for mechanical refrigeration compressors used in towns
where the city water was 52 degrees. Yet
52 degree water when used with inexpensive but suitable apparatus can give the
same degree of comfort in a theatre as
any compressor and at far less operating
expense.
On the other hand, I have seen attempts to use water for cooling purposes
in locations where only refrigeration compressors should be used. There is a wide
field of application for all these perfectly
satisfactory means of air conditioning and
they should not be placed in competition
with one another if the theatre owner’s
interests are to be considered at all.
For example, install the same kind and
size of apparatus in a 600-seat theatre in
Milwaukee and a similar one in Miami.
If cooling results in the Milwaukee theatre were perfect, as well as economical,
they would not be in the Miami house. If
the heating results were adequate in Miami,
the customers of the Milwaukee theatre
would be frozen stiff.
If you exhibitor folks want an economically operating plant as well as a conditioning result suitable to you, then pay
strict attention to where you are located

riding, don’t write and ask me how to get
more pleasure out of what you bought.
Manufacturers of air conditioning apparatus are up against this situation all
the time. They ship you good merchandise
in good faith, then many of you mis-apply
their good goods in such a way as to
make them tear their hair.
Even when the apparatus is suitable
from a geographical standpoint, it can be
over-size or under-size. In two theatres
of identical seating capacity, twice as much
heating or cooling capacity may be needed
for one house as in the other. One house
may be a well-insulated brick structure
while the other may be a cheaply constructed and uninsulated frame building.
The manufacturer had nothing to do with
putting up your building. You may have
erected something that even the devil in
hell couldn’t keep warm, or I, with all my
worldly wisdom, could not effectively cool.
Things

We

Must

Know

For me, or any other practitioner of the
science of air conditioning, to serve you
properly in an advisory capacity, we need
to know the following things:
1. Geography.
2. Climactic conditions where you are.
3. Available sources of heat and cooling
where you are.
4. What you already have in the way of
installed apparatus.
5. Number of seats and construction of
building (brick or frame).
6. Is your building insulated? And if
not, why not?
7. Architect’s plans of your building, or
home-made sketches, no matter how
crude, but giving plenty of dimensions.
Now it so happens that I know my
U.S.A. geography pretty well. Anybody who
travels as much as I do should know it.
I also know quite a lot about climactic
conditions here and there, and very often
I know, too, available sources of heat and
cooling, whether it be gas, oil, coal, cold
water, warm water, hot water or hot, dry
air.
Don’t think for a minute that hot and
dry air cannot be brought into your house
and sprinkled with a little hot water and

Are You Confused?
The subject of Air Conditioning explained in common, non-technical ,
every-day terms becomes less baffling
to the man who wants to buy equipment. If you are confused regarding
the application of air conditioning to
your theatre, write a letter to Gordon
H. Simmons, 926 N. Cass Avenue,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, outlining your
conditions, seating capacity, room
dimensions, present equipment, etc.
Give him the facts, ENCLOSE POSTAGE for reply and he’ll be glad to
analyze your layout and give you unbiased recommendations on your requirements.

before you buy a dime’s worth of apparaThe MODERN
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made

to do a swell cooling job. This may

be a mystery to you but it isn’t to me
nor to some of my colleagues. It’s the
cheapest, and by this I mean the least expensive, type of cooling in existence.
But when writing or asking for information or advice, you should give all the information you have or can get, since it
saves my looking up records or making unnecessary calculations based upon your local weather bureau reports, which are
available to you as well as to me.
How About Your Neighbor?
Another thing: Too many of you write
in for information for your exclusive benefit. You seem to want advice that will
help you, while not being concerned in
the least about the problem of your neighbor. Please remember that I am trying
to help your neighbor as well as you.
Don’t forget that every request for help
costs money. An average outlay of $6.12
is involved when I make up and send you
a set of plans, and almost always much
more than the usual three-cent stamp you
invariably enclose for your reply.
When problems are acute, I often mail
a dozen letters and I’d send a dozen times
a dozen if there is need for it. But too
often I only get that one and only original
three-cent stamp. No theatre owner that
I can remember has ever enclosed a second stamp when requesting a second reply, nor do I ask it when writing to him.
Some of you have offered to pay me for
my services, but I am not soliciting personal business through these columns. I
smoke good cigars when they are sent
prepaid parcel post. Also I like Christmas presents, New Year presents, Fourth
of July presents, as well as a good word
about me to my publisher when it’s coming to me.
Then, too, I like fishing trips, hunting
trips, free meals, free drinks, free gas
and free passes to your theatres, provided you are not showing double features. Nor would I turn down with scorn
the winning ticket in a Bingo game. Personally, you have already given me sufficient dishes, thank you. No more, please.
But all such kidding aside, what I want
to bring out in the open in that we are
all of us in the theatre business. We
should all try to be a mutually helpful
society. I depend upon you for my bread
and butter, it is true. So I write these
articles in a spirit of reciprocity and not
with any thought in the back of my head
that maybe I can chisel you out of some
cake. If I can help you solve your problem, I’ve helped the air conditioning industry, the theatre fraternity and all concerned.
We’re

All

Dependent

You in turn are dependent upon the
customers that come to the boxoffice for
your bread and butter. Yet many of you
do not concern yourselves sufficiently with
their comfort while they are in your keeping.
It has been my sole and solemn mission
to unscrew the inscrutable mysteries that
have long attended the subject of air conditioning and to lay before you in simplest terms the methods by which you
can make the most of it.
A certain Manufacturers’ Association
wrote me some time ago stating that education was sadly needed in theatre air
BOXOFFICE
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engineers can afford to overlook if they
are going to serve you efficiently.

conditioning business. Well, let’s not stop
with theatre owners. The theatre owners
who write to me now are showing a darn
good knowledge of the subject. They put
their fingers unerringly on the things they
want corrected, and a little sketch with
a letter or two of explanation is usually
all that is needed before they set about
promptly to correct whatever is necessary.

You

A certain air conditioning magazine
wrote me recently and suggested an article or two on a specified subject. I
dashed off a sample article in about the
same style as these and sent it in. Imagine
my consternation when I received a reply
from the editor advising that since his
magazine went chiefly to architects and

in the shape of bigger and better conditioning jobs, I am pretty fearless in my
use of adjectives describing obstacles in
the way of service to him. Maybe the

can write in a more “technified” style,
but I just don’t choose to do so.
I have a slide rule with a logarithmic
scale and some other gadgets too that
enable me to figure out just about everything except how to change the baby’s
diapers. Never have been very good at that

editor will expurgate me. If he doesn’t
purge me soon, possibly the thoughts I’ve
put in his paper may act as a boomerang
and come whistling by my head.
I now have a mass of facts in my files
— accumulated over a period of two years
— and I’m quite liable to make my facts
stick should someone care to challenge me.
We could have a little excitement around
here. Things have been entirely too peace-

and I’ve tried many times. I could cover
an entire page with integral calculus and
only Einstein could figure it out. I am
quite sure I couldn’t. But this I know:
I am crowding into these articles some
basic facts that neither architects nor

SIMMONS'
presented

herein

are

representing: reader interest.
proval of correspondents.

bona

fide

Original

sigrned

are

from last issue)

We resume here an exchange of letters
betweeii Exhibitor Irving Synnes, of the
Alamo Theatre, at New London, Iowa, and
Mr. Simmons, where we left off in the
March 4th issue with the conclusion of
Mr. Synnes’ letter of November 23, 1938.
Details may be recalled by back reference
to page 46 of last issue. — The Editor.

(November

“Dear

not

letters

A Chronology of Correspondence inthe Cause
of Service
(Continued

ful, anyhow.

Q-AND-A
and

27, 1938)

Mr. Synnes:

“Quite evidently in view of your letter
of November 23rd, we are going to have to
compromise because of structural difficulties.
“I really want 60 inches by 22 inches
net opening on each side of the stage for
10,000 c.f.m. Since you advise bottom of
grilles will be 13 feet above the floor, I
suggest that you shove the top of grilles
to within 12 inches of the ceiling instead
of 18 inches.
“Is it not possible to get even a small
narrow grille above the proscenium arch
in addition to the two on each side of the
stage? A supply opening even 6 inches by

It — So What?

As champion of the theatre owner to
the end that he gets more for his money

engineers, a more “factual” style would be
suitable. Great Bald Faced Nellie! I

Problems

Get

You theatre men are assimilating some
of these facts, as well I know. Because
of this, these basic facts are probably going to return on some professionally technical bald-pates as if they were boomerangs. The things I have been writing and
talking about for some time are quite
simple and elementary. When simple and
elementary things are overlooked, ignored,
discounted or considered irrelevant, somemoney. body is going to cost somebody some

CORNER

Imaginary
are

on

concoctions

file for

for

examination,

the

purpose

subject

of

to the

misap-

whatever length is possible, would help
greatly in your case. No reason why we
can’t have three openings instead of two
if space will allow.
“It is not necessary to have a completely
unobstructed opening. Vertical supports as
thin as possible can be inserted to support
your concrete blocks.
“In the attached crude sketch, I have
suggested a steel plate at top of opening.
One or more vertical steel members spotwelded in place or even bolted by using
an angle iron would do nicely.
“Since you are using ‘evaporative cooling,’ you could require more than 10,000
c.f .m. of air which is the maximum amount
I ever use on a house of your size. I’d
rather not size your grilles so closely that
you could not use up to 14,000 c.f.m. in
extreme cases,. Bear in mind that the
nearer you come to using 20,000 c.f.m.,
the nearer you will come to your present
condition in regard to breeze. I strongly
urge that you insulate your ceiling with
4 inches of rockwool. The cost is not great.
Not over 12 cents per square foot in place.
“This will help you cut down the volume of air needed to cool your house, and
in addition will save you much fuel in the
winter.
“Thanks for permission to publish your
letters with name and address. Will do
so if your job
works. (Signed) Simmons.”
(December 27, 1938)
“Dear Mr. Simmons:
“Since receiving your last letter of November 27, I have decided to make a few
(Continued on following page)
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changes in our theatre. You will recall
we were getting into trouble because of the
construction of our stage wall. I have
decided to carry the roof with a heavy
beam

at this point and tear out the cement blocks and build in a new wall of
lumber and acoustical board construction.
I am having some difficulty in designing
this wall inasmuch as I wish to build it
with a 4-foot radius on each side, bu
this makes it bad for the new grilles.
“I am sending under separate cover a
drawing of the entire set-up for your inspection. I have shown the grille in two
positions, A and B. I prefer to have the
grille set in at an angle as shown in B,
with the outside end of the grille 18 inches
ahead

of the end

nearest

the stage, prov-

ing that the grille can be designed to give
satisfaction when placed in such a position, and if necessary I can build this
wall with the same angle as I have shown
the grille, but I prefer to have the radius
if it is possible to set a grille into it that
will give satisfaction.
“You will note that I have planned to
change our seating arrangement from two
aisles to a single aisle in the center. Our
rows were very close together and we made
this change in order to gain space and no
lose any seats. I have shown vent outlets
in the rear wall at the ceiling and the
floor, with dampers in each so that eithe the upper or lower or both may be closed.
Inasmuch as we have a new roof that is
guaranteed for ten years, we dislike to

LONGER WEARING UPHOLSTERY

NOW COSTS
LESS

disturb it and lose our guarantee, so vare wondering if it would be possible to
exhaust our air into the attic and then
let our present ventilators remove it from
the attic. What effect would this have on
our heating and cooling with the roof ventilators open into the attic at all times?
“Our
each
out

hot

air supply

now

comes

up

in

aisle but with the new seating arrangement it will be necessary to bring it
overhead. I am wondering if I have

it properly located.
damper arrangement

I intend to have a
in the cold air pipe

so that

fresh air from outfurnace for winter

I can draw
doors through the
ventilation.
“I

will sincerely appreciate any suggestion you may have to offer on the
location of the grilles and the construction of the walls on each side of the
stage and as soon as I hear from you I will
have some blueprints made for the grille
manufacturer and our contractor to work
from.
“Any changes that you may wish to
make you may pencil in on my drawing
and return it to me. I am enclosing postage
for this purpose.
“Thanking you for your many past
favors and Wishing You a Very Happy
New

Year,

“Dear

I am.

(Signed)

(December

Mr.

Synnes.”

30, 1938)

Synnes:

“I received your letter of December 27
and also sufficient postage stamps to take
care of this mail order engineering department for the rest of the year. Your
drawing you made came promptly to hand,
and I am returning it with no changes
and only a few small additions.

THROUGH YOUR
SEAT

“And when you have no further use for
it, if you would care to send it to Box
office, I’d request its publication just to
show what a theatre owner all by himself
can

do

after receiving

a few

simple

sug-

gestions.
“All I added is as follows: Section ‘A- A’
simply shows the proper way to ease that
air out of the blower by making two
long-turn elbows rather than cause the air
to make an abrupt turn as you might do
when you come to a street comer.
“I added two ‘spinner tops’ to the attic
vents on your roof. Also called for dampers
behind your auditorium vent openings so
you can use the top ones in summer and
the bottom ones in winter. I increased the
width of these openings from 12 inches to
18 inches.
“You can install the two air supply
grilles either straight or on the small angle

Cje*uu*te U. S.

NAUGAHYDE

is now

available to you through

your

regular theatre seat supplier. The dealer
FOR DURABILITY
NAUGAHYDE

FOR FLEXIBILITY

contains an abun-

dance of strength-giving leather
fibre — and has a flexible but hard
surface. MAKE YOUR OWN TEST.
Write for “feeling samples.”
Scratch them, sandpaper them,
fold them back and forth... try
to scar them with dropped cigarettes. See for yourself how much
better NAUGAHYDE
stands up.

who

saves you most

and enjoy year after year the saving its
longer wear

assures you. For facts and

samples, write
COATED

FABRICS

DIVISION

United States Rubber
Mishawaka,
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on seats can now

supply the seat covering that saves you
most on upkeep. Specify NAUGAHYDE

Company

Indiana

you prefer. It makes no difference but T
should know in order to properly specify
the cores of these grilles. Your ceiling
height is not such that we can be at all
lax about specifying those grilles, so you
had

better authorize me to place requisition when ready and the grilles will be
shipped direct by the factory to you or
your contractor at the price I advised you.
I just bought two grilles exactly what I
want for you so know the price.
“I think the two 12 by 30 inches warm
air supply grilles should also be of this type
but of course it is not so essential. Grilles
for the vents can be anything at all provided the net free area is not restricted
very much.
“You will note I have specified 4-inch
rockwool for your ceiling. This is very
important.
“Now your improvement in results to be
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expected by doing the work called for in
the drawing you made will be as follows:

in our problems, I am, (Signed) Synnes.”

“1. You will get away from drafts and
breeze, not only because you can use less
air but because it will be distributed in a
scientific manner.

“Dear

“2. You will have less outside heat to
contend with by reason of an insulated
ceiling, therefore your house should be
cooler.
“3. Your fuel bills will be less and with
a full house, you will have to use more
outside air to keep your temperature down,
which is desirable as you theatre owners
do not use enough fresh air in the winter
time.
“4. The air from your washer should be
colder than formerly because it will not
have to be rushed through, but the fact
remains that a proper conditioning result
requires the temperature of that air immediately leaving the cooling apparatus
(regardless of its type) be not over 62
degrees Fahrenheit, while the theatre is
held to a temperature of from 78 to 80
degrees.
“Keeping the temperature up in the
house can be accomplished by varying the
volume of air. The less you use, the warmer it will be. The more air you use, the
cooler it will be. But at the same time,
the relative humidity creeps up.

(January

31,

gineer will look into the matter and make
any needed corrections. Once in awhile
they have to change a grille, but not very
often. And they do so without any complaint on their part.

1939)

Mr. Synnes:

“I received your letter of the 28th enclosing check for $62.00 for two 60 by 22inch grilles. Order was promptly placed
with the grille manufacturer and detailed
instructions given relative to the special
core arrangement needed for your job.

“So while I have specified what is needed, it is up to you to notify me when
you have received it. We have had to
compromise, it is true. And if you go
back to 20,000 c.f.m., you are going to
have some drafts I suppose. Try using
the least air you can to get proper cooling.

“But the next time you build a theatre,
arrange to have these grilles installed in
the proscenium arch.
“You will of course get a different
distribution effect when these grilles
installed. Should any difficulty be
countered with the air distribution,
have only to notify me and a factory

“Now in regard to your washer. I have
only two letters from you in my files. If
you wrote more, they were sent to the
editor. Let me know how you operate it.

air
are
enyou
en-

(Continued

on following page)

The New
gets Sound Control —
Beauty— Added Insulation
ALL AT LOW

COST. . . with NU-WOOD

“Undoubtedly you will secure better
operation than before. You can test your
washer system at various blower speeds
and vary the air supply according to th'1
outside weather. There should be days
when your air will come off the washer
as low as 62. But there also may be days
when it will not. Outside humidity conditions govern this, and over this, neither
you nor I have any control. It is a fact
of nature, and that’s all there is to it.
“If you have high outdoor humidity
and speed up your blower, but not enough
to cause objectionable drafts, I’d be in
terested to hear from you as to resuhs
secured. Your proposed changes give that
washer every chance to do its, job anr
I’ll be most interested to hear from
again.
“Wishing you a Happy
(Signed) Simmons.”
(January

New

you

Year, I am,

28, 1939)

“Dear Mr. Simmons:
“At last I am ready for those air grilles
that we have been corresponding so long
about. I am sending the sketch of our
theatre under separate cover. You will
note that I have decided to install the
grilles on an angle with the end of the
grille next to the side wall of the building, 18 inches ahead of the end next to
the stage. I will have large elbows installed at the blower as you have illustrated.
“If you wish you may keep this drawing
as you mentioned something of sending it
to Boxoffice in your last letter.
“I am enclosing a check for sixty-two
dollars ($62.00) which if I remember is
the price of the grilles. And if you will
advise me what I owe you for your services, I will forward your fee.
“You may have those grilles shipped direct to me. The grilles will be installed
as shown on the drawing and I am sure
that with the help you have been to us
we are certain to get a good job.
“Thanking
BOXOFFICE

you for your sincere interest
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Cory an ed Aloore , Architects

• Here’s the new Ritz Theatre

auditoriums — lobbies — and offices. It is quickly

in Muskogee,

Oklahoma — designed by the well known theatre
architects, Corgan & Moore, of Dallas, Texas.
See that strikingly beautiful Nu-Wood ceiling
... a ceiling that assures better sound control,
low maintenance and added insulation value
— all at small

expense.

Say

the architects,

“Nu-Wood was selected for its durability,
beautiful colors, flexibility of design, acoustical
qualities and low cost.”
Nu-Wood lends itself to an almost

endless

variety of strikingly beautiful effects in theatre

NUUJOOD

and

easily applied, without

muss

or upset.

Kolor-Trim predecorated wood moldings — a
new addition to the Nu-Wood line — offer
greater Nu-Wood

economies.

Available

variety of glowing colors, they make
a complete
“extras.”

in a

possible

interior decoration job without

Write today for information about NuWood for theatres — with illustrations showing some of the many appealing effects that
have been obtained. Mail the coupon!

WOOD

CONVERSION

COMPANY

Room 134-4, First National Bank Bldg., St. Paul, Minnesota
Gentlemen: Please send me information and illustration on
NU-WOOD
for
□ New

Construction

□ Remodeling

Name
Address
City

State
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installation,
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Glendora

Theatre,

Glendora,

Wagner COVE-EDGE

Letters

Now Available

With 23 Carat GOLD

Gal.

LEAF Trim

As Well As Silver

Also In ALL
Ask us how
Wagner

BLACK

Low Prices!

you can have the advantages of Wagner Multiple-Size
plays under a RENTAL PLAN for the larger size letters.

WAGNER
Pacific

Coast

by

SIGN SERVICE, Inc.
CHICAGO
DETROIT

123 W. 64th
6 Britain St

St

Representative:

B.

Company

F.

“I have had many complaints about
washers humidifying the air and making
the house damp, as well as sticky. But
I assume that your washer is operating
okay, which is quite possible provided your
climate is very dry.
“When it is not, I install cooling coils
in the washer housing and thus prevent
the water coming in direct contact with
the air. But the water should be 56 degrees Fahrenheit or less for a good cooling
job. Usually deep well water is sufficiently
cool.
“Am sending your drawing just received
to the editor with the request that it be
published as a shining example of what
a theatre owner can do in his own behalf.

Shearer

Cleaning Increases a
Sign's Effectiveness

Letter dis-

Letters and Structures Are Fully Covered by Patents. Protected
Contract with THE PATENT PROTECTION CORPORATION.

218 S. Hoyne Ave
106 E. Hancock
Ave

Do you recirculate the water with a pump,
or do you use fresh water right through
the washer and throw the waste away?

(Signed) Simmons.’’

at NEW

•

NEW
YORK
TORONTO

There are two common types of surface finishes used on signs and marquees
— paint and porcelain enamel. Paint finish may be cleaned with Duco automobile
polish, with Simoniz Kleener, or with
similar cleaning compounds, followed by
waxing. The sign may be cleaned just as
the finish on an automobile is taken care
of, because the finishes are similar and in
soap.
many cases the same. Do not use strong
Porcelain

<^>ncrw=l' I'/ufe
. . . steady, brilliant light
(essential to proper projection of color pictures)
. . . MORE

light at LESS

cost per unit calls for

STRONG
INJECTION ARC LAMPS
For sale by Independent
Theatre Supply Dealers
everywhere. Demonstration without obligation.

Write

today

Strong unconditionally

for free

catalog

guaranteed

5G

STRONG

ELECTRIC COkPOkATION
2501 LAGRANGE
Export Office: Room

STREET

2002,

• TOLEDO,

220 W. 42nd

St, New

OHIO
York City ■

enamel

is easily cleaned

by

washing, just as any glass surface is treated, because porcelain enamel is glass fused
into metal. In extreme cases, soap may
be used, after which the finish should be
polished with a clean cloth.
Exposed electric bulbs should be washed
occasionally as should also neon tubing.
Usually this can be done without removing the tubing by simply going over it
with a clean wash cloth and wiping off
with a clean dry rag. In extreme cases,
tubing may have to be removed to permit thorough scrubbing with soap and
water or chemicals, after which the tubing should be carefully dried with a clean
cloth.
If electric lamps or neon tubing are
not kept clean, dirt will mar the day-time
appearance of the sign since dust accumulations obstruct the lettering and make
the sign difficult to read, with a resultant
waste of valuable electric current at night.
Caution must be exercised that no pressure is exerted on the neon tubing to avoid
breakage. Care must also be taken ip
handling the ladder or other equipment so
that lamps and tubing are not broken.

on

products

. . . your guide to better projection.

THE

■—

A capable theatre architect is willing
and able to work with air conditioning
engineers, lighting specialists, interior
decorators, acoustical engineers and other
highly trained scientists to create a modern theatre. He takes the entire load off
the theatre owner’s shoulders and delivers
a ready-to-operate project.
The

MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

LITERATURE
The following concerns have recently
filed copies of interesting descriptive
literature with The Modern Theatre Information Bureau. Readers who wish
copies of such literature may obtain them
promptly by addressing The Modern Theatre, 332 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 111.

operation details are given. A price list is
also included.
United States Gypsxim Company, of
Chicago, Illinois, presents an attractively
illustrated and elaborately prepared brochure on Weatherwood Interior Finishes.
Advantages of use are detailed and the
types of application pictured are described
understandably. A new folder on Acoustone, another popular acousticizing interior finish product is also available.
Notice:

American Mat Corporation, of Toledo,
Ohio, announces publication of a new,
profusely illustrated catalogue on complete matting service. All types of floor
matting and the correct application and
use values of each are discussed and described in the attractive booklet.

Manufacturers

of all products

adapted to theatre modernization or maintenance are invited to file latest copies of
their catalogues or descriptive literature
with The Modern Theatre Information
Bureau. — The Editor.

Proper Insulation Most
Important Requirement
Structural insulation is one of the fundamental requirements of an efficient air
conditioning system all too frequently disregarded. Best results from any type of
temperature control systems are largely
dependent on this highly important structural provision and the degree of perfection with which it has been applied.
On the market today are several excellent materials which recommend themselves highly for the economical treatment
of theatres. Insulation, it must be remembered, has much to do with economy of
operation in both heating and cooling
plants.

Celotex Corporation, of Chicago, Illinois,
submits an instructive booklet entitled
“Paint and its Effect on Acoustical Materials.” Painting of acoustical materials
for better light reflection, decorative effect and to renew cleanliness is discussed
authoritatively.
L. C. Chase & Company, of New York
City, presents an interesting and educational booklet of cleaning instructions for
all types of upholstery, entitled “On the
Spot.” Maintenance of theatre seat and
furniture upholstery is explained and
simplified.
Chicago Metal Covering Company, Chicago, Illinois, offers a folder covering their
new line of metal covered wood and shell
mouldings. Stainless steel poster cases of
various types are also pictured and
described.
Clinton Carpet Company, of Chicago,
Illinois, submits an attractively prepared
pamphlet on Ozite rug cushions entitled
“How to Take Care of Your Rugs and
Carpets.” The booklet contains information on spot and stain removal and moth
prevention as well as detailing the protection offered carpeting by approved rug
cushioning.
Hammond Instrument Company, of Chicago, Illinois, presents a most interesting
and strikingly illustrated brochure in announcement of the new Hammond Novachord. Descriptions of the instrument’s
versatility and ease of manipulation are
detailed in the booklet.
National Super Service Company, of
Toledo, Ohio, files a copy of a new mailing
piece on the Super suction cleaner, illustrating the many theatre cleaning jobs
easily accomplished by its use. A five-day
trial offer on the Super is also outlined
in the folder.
Peabody Seating Company, of North
Manchester, Indiana, offers a new catalogue which pictures and describes all
types of Peabody Theatre Seats. New designs and comfort qualities are presented
most attractively in the new catalogue.
U-C Lite Manufacturing Company, cf
Chicago, Illinois, submits several
pieces of literature on “Big Beam,” a new
portable, rechargeable hand lamp for
emergency and other lighting applications.
Features of the device are described and

insulate . . . decorate . . . quiet noise
Sound systems in movie theatres are most efficient when
walls and ceilings help!
Weatherwood*
way

to make

Blendtex

your sound

is a new

equipment

and inexpensive
more

efficient, to

redecorate and to insulate. For this 4 way wall and ceiling treatment builds, decorates, insulates and corrects

acoustics all in one operation and at an amazingly low cost!
The colors of Blendtex

are fascinating and long wear-

ing— do not require frequent redecoration — offer unlimited design possibilities. Ask your USG dealer for
Blendtex ideas in new or existing theatres or mail the
coupon today for the Weatherwood book of ideas.

WEATHERWOOD
BLENDTEX
Product

UNITED
* Registered

of

STATES GYPSUM
COMPANY

300 W. Adams St., Chicago, 111.
MT-4-1
Gypsum Company
States
United send
Please
me ideas for Blendtex in modern theatres.

Name ■ ■
Address .

trade mark
State .
City. .
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advantages, such as cushioned arm rests,
would be appreciated by the patrons.
A problem arose in laying out the seating plan because of the fact that the auditorium was at an angle across the lot,
creating many odd corners. Nevertheless,
after a careful study was made and by
taking advantage of the new Chicago
Building Code, the seating capacity of the
theatre was increased from 500 to 558, a
result especially desired by the owner.
A New

An Example in Proof of Our
Past Contentions
By Hanns

lipj^ATHER than to
merely
Jll^C theori
es discuss
with
you in this article, we
would like to present
a specific case in point
to demonstrate their
practical applications.
Last month, we
were awarded a painting contract to execute work on the rein o d e 1 e d Plaisance
Theatre in Chicago and, believing that the
problems met and solved by the architect
and owner parallel the task to be faced
in many other theatre modernization projects, we asked the architect to outline
for us, and for you, a brief accounting of
the way the scheme was approached and
problems solved.
For your information, we want this
story to substantiate our past contention
that an architect, with his vast knowledge,
must be consulted on any building project
— be it a remodeling of a completely outmoded theatre, or the construction of a
new million dollar enterprise.
The competent architect will enlist the
aid of reliable contractors whose specialty
is theatres and with all trades working in
harmony you can pretty safely bank on
the fact that your money will be wisely
and effectively expended.
The following information on the
Plaisance Theatre is given you just as it
came to us from the architect, Roy B.
Blass, of Chicago, Illinois.
Obsolescence

58

ordinated and in its place a treatment
out to give an impression of simplicity and richness.
One of the first problems was to decide
how far to carry the remodeling. As usual,
the amount of money to be spent was
limited to a certain degree so there were
two choices; first, to spread the work out
and take in the entire building, which
would necessitate using cheaper materials
and few actual changes; or second, to concentrate on those portions which needed
changing the most and finish them up
completely. The latter choice was made
and plans were prepared accordingly.
Starting with the auditorium, a very
important item was new seats, since the
old ones were uncomfortable and shabby.
After conference and careful consideration, the new push-back type of chair was
chosen with the feeling that the advertising value of this new style of chair would
be worth while and that its several unique
worked

Scheme

gun work and a modern “Baroque” feeling was introduced by the motive painted
over the lighting cove, the lighting fixtures and the stage setting.
In working out the lobby, it was definitely decided to disregard all of the
original high “barny” lobby treatment and
to build a shell of metal channel, lath and
plaster inside the older lobby. With this
freedom, an entirely new effect could be
obtained.
The ceiling was dropped and a center
cove formed to hold concealed neon lighting. The side walls were furred out to
allow for recessed poster displays and an
indirect lighting cove carried entirely
around the lobby. In this cove as well as

Auditorium of the Plaisance
Theatre as it now appears
after modernization, designed arid supervised by
Roy B. Blass, Architect.
Ceiling, deep delft blue;
walls, soft powder blue with
decorations in oyster
whites; dado, navy blue. Below— Lobby: Ceiling, champagne; walls, rosewood veneer; carpet, blue, sand,
rust; furniture, coral tones.

Overcome

The Plaisance is one of Chicago’s older
suburban theatres. When built some
twenty-odd years ago, it was considered
the most modern theatre of its time. However, until now, little had ever been done
to change its appearance other than an
occasional painting.
This particular house is located in a
better class neighborhood, therefore, it
must cater to a high type of adult patronage having a fine sense of appreciation
and taste. In contemplating the remodeling, the new owner of the theatre
laid considerable stress on this point, so
in deciding on a scheme it was necessary
to consider the fact that the old gaudy
atmosphere of the theatre must be sub* Theatre

R. Teichert*

Decorative

Outside of the minor changes required
by the new seating layout, no marked additional changes were made in the auditorium other than to remove all of the
ornamental plaster from the walls and
ceiling and building an indirect neon
lighting cove over the two side loges. New
acoustical material units were also installed to cover the rear walls and ceiling
panels with the result that the sound is
now perfect.
Since the seats were in a coral shade,
the decorating scheme was worked out in
tones of blue and white for contrast. The
fluted columns were achieved with spray

Decorator, Chicago, Illinois.

(Photos
by Hedrich-Blessing
Studio).

over the recessed displays and at the side
of the mirrors, the new fluorescent tube
lighting was installed. This modern form
of lighting has created a striking effect
that is different from anything possible
with the conventional type of lighting.
This especially so since the Plaisance is
the first theatre with an installation of
this kind in the Chicago area.
While the ceiling was entirely painted,
the entire wall and projected cove area
was covered with an attractive veneer of
Brazilian rosewood. To tie in with the
walls, the newest type of modern streamlined ticket chopper was installed as well
as modern clocks mounted on the side
wall mirrors.
Furnishings

Modernized

Laying Out Copy for
Sign or Marquee

inch to one foot and need only be cut to
the exact size of the opening in the sign
to be laid out.

A new idea has recently been developed
which is remarkably helpful to busy theatre men. A set of rubber stamps of the
complete alphabet and symbols has been
prepared for each of the various sizes of
silhouette sign letters now available. The
rubber stamp letters are reduced to a
scale of % inch to one foot.
Printed sheets have also been prepared,
ruled with lines to represent exactly the
layout of a multiple attraction board.
These sheets are also on the scale of %

With these rubber stamps and ruled
sheets, the advertising department of the
theatre can lay out an exact reproduction,
in miniature, of the sign opening with all
copy set in place, properly spaced. Guesswork is eliminated and the theatre owner
or manager can see exactly how the display will look before giving it to the
change crew. The rubber stamp sets are
quite reasonable in price and are available through Wagner Sign Service, Inc.,
who developed the helpful idea.

Too

Considerable care was taken in designing the lobby furnishings. The carpet was
worked out in a “Baroque” design in
shades of blue and rust. The lounges were
of special design because of the rather
steep incline in the floor. They are upholstered in a coral ribbed mohair material to withstand public use. The builtin console with the mirror above and lighting from the side was introduced for the
benefit of the women patrons.
While the Plaisance front was not remodeled at this time, the owner and the
architect feel that what has been done
was done thoroughly and well and in a
manner that solved the problems at hand
most satisfactorily.
Since the remodeling, the Plaisance has
been playing to packed houses, which,
after all, is the best proof that a thoroughly successful renovizing job was accomplished. Furthermore, to make our point
inescapable, the Plaisance was not playing
to packed houses before this renovation.
Once again our theory has been confirmed. It actually pays you to keep
abreast of the times with a house that invites and welcomes your customers and
warms their desire to patronize your boxoffice more regularly.
Does your house offer your patrons only
an indifferent reception? Does your boxoffice reflect that condition? There can
be no better time than now, when all your

A NEW THEATRE
WITH GREATER
APPEAL

FRONT
SALES

COLOR lighting effects on the exterior of the
new

Lakewood

helps attract
Incandescent

Theatre

in Dallas,

Texas,

crowds . . . build box office .
lamps light the twinkling; hall

atop the tower and the letters in the Lakewood” signs. Mercury vapor lamps (400 watt
size) are used to floodlight the exterior walls
and also to light the beacon just beneath the
tower ball and the beacon on the far right.
The

tower itself is lighted with green luminous
tubing behind vertical baffles whose fronts are
lined with red luminous tubing. Beneath the

marquee, decorated with gold and green luminous tubing the dual attraction hoards lighted
with incandescent lamps, are 189 exposed 25
watt Mazda lamps closely spaced in rows to
give directional effect. They are interspersed
with 14 recessed reflectors using 150 watt Silvered Bowl Mazda lamps.
This installation was planned by E. C. Zrenner of
the Interstate Circuit, and

customers are “spring cleaning conscious,”
to step out and put your house into new
spring dress.

H. F. Pettigrew,
For

new

Architect.

lighting ideas

to

give your theatre exterior
greater attraction value,
write General Electric Co.,

Too many small theatres are poorly
equipped for outdoor advertising display.
A brilliant marquee makes up the difference between a little theatre and a big
one, in the public eye.

Dept. 166-BO-D, Nela
Park, Cleveland, Ohio.

GENERAL

® ELECTRIC

Advisory Service
Since modern theatre decorating is
a specialized art requiring counsel,
creative talent and planning ability
which are not usually available at all
points of the country, Mr. Teichert
has agreed to serve our readers in an
advisory capacity. He will be glad to
correspond with any of our readers
who may wish information and advice
on decorating procedure. All such inquiries will be given prompt attention.
Address your inquiry to The Modern
Theatre,

332

5.

Michigan

SNOW

Sfe?

MfARfS
,

'

WHITENS
SEVEN DWARFS
AUTUMN FASHIONS

WAIT

DISNEY'S

Avenue,

Chicago, Illinois. It will be immediately referred to Mr. Teichert for
analysis and advice, without obligation.
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THEATRE

SECTION

Another

Fine Contribution

To Our Industrial Security
(Continued

from page 41)

Wisconsin will be more than the start of a
new commercial enterprise.
“In a very real sense, a theatre is a
community expression. In it people find
entertainment, education and that vicarious outlet for emotions and ambitions
which human beings have found they
needed as an escape from the ordinary
routine of their lives.
“From the earliest recorded history, the
need for the theatre as supplying those
things has come down unchanged in basic
principles. Time, of course, has changed
the methods, but the theatre, from the
first posturings and mimicry of the early
mummers down to the present lavish
talkie production, is still theatre.
“The theatre reaches all of us. Whether
young or old, people find that urge to see
life reflected from the stage or screen irresistible. Moving pictures have brought
within the means of all the satisfaction
of that urge. In America, the result has
been the creation of an industry of huge
proportions, an industry in all its allied
phases that is of key importance in our
national economy.
“As one of those phases, the new Wisconsin Theatre which Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Eckardt have built is significant. Beyond
that, it is important to the community because doubtless every man, woman and
child of this vicinity will one day go to
the Wisconsin. An enterprise that touches
upon the lives of everyone needs no comment about its importance.”

Comfort

and Beauty
In Seat Upholstery

30855

One glance at a theatre seat upholstered
in modern mohair velvet gives the impression that it would be very pleasant to
touch. It is soft and inviting — the sort of
thing one associates with the word “luxury” in fabrics. The mohair pile fibres
are elastic. They form a springy, shockabsorbing cushion that makes sitting
easier, less tiring.

It’s a perfect act any way you look at it! You
need style in your Theater Carpet but you
needn’t go bankrupt getting it ... if you
specify Mohawks! Mohawk weaves a wide,
W-I-D-E range of Theater Carpets such as

The “third dimension” of modern mohair velvet also contributes greater coolness in warm weather. The low-pile surface of this type of fabric allows ventilation and prevents heat-producing friction.
Mohair fibres are conductors of heat; allowing heat from the body to pass out into
the air.

Rialto, Scotia, and the Broadway Group with
your problems of house appeal, traffic, and
budget in mind. Mohawks

peacock . . . soft as a cat’s step . . . longdived
as an elephant. They’re built for ’’the show
places of the nation” or the smallest theater
of the land. Before recarpeting — write to

The manner in which the pile fibres respond to light accounts for the depth and
richness of mohair velvet’s coloring, the
luxurious sheen and lustre of its surface.
These fibres are translucent. Light penetrates and is softly diffused; it filters
through into the shadows at the base of
the pile. The colors are never harsh because they come from the heart of the
fabric, rather than from the surface. Modern mohair velvet, with the new tailoring
facility afforded by its low pile, sets the
standard for meticulous tailoring and
dressy appearance in theatre seating. It
is ideal for this purpose, used either alone
or in combination with other time-tested
upholstery materials.
BOXOFFICE
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Mohawk — get the facts on Theater Carpets.
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low, possibly only one admission price
per hour — that it can be used at the time
of opening, during peak traffic periods
and during cloudy weather, to gain full
advantage from it.
Interiors

Lighting Needs a Thorough
Renovation, Too
By Francis
PRING is here,
bringing new opportunities for
modernizing and
streamlining theatres
to increase boxoffice
returns. In 1939, because business is improving and there are
many new and easily
applied lighting tools
to help sell entertainment, there are more
reasons than usual for doing something
about lighting rejuvenation. Some of the
most helpful tools are:
1. Fluorescent lamps in seven colors
that produce light much more efficiently
than colored filament lamps.
2. Projector lamps with hard-glass reflecting contour bulbs that can be used
inside or outside to project light where it
is needed. These lamps are small in size,
light in weight and easily mounted for
flexible adjustment. Color accessories and
spill shields are available for use with
these lamps.
3. Blown-glass reflector lamps for inside “spotting” where color is not needed.
4. Reflector-adapters using standard
low-cost lamps. Though somewhat larger
in size than the reflector and projector
lamps, they have similar characteristics.

Spring

M. Falge*

if it isn’t possible to paint the whole sign.
How about the sign borders? Is the
flasher peppy? If not, have the electrician
clean and adjust it. Even if the flasher is
operating normally, regular cleaning and
adjustment is advisable. More sparkle in
your sign can be obtained at reasonable
cost by using 6-watt sparkle-lite reflectors which give as much brightness as 25watt inside-colored lamps. These units
stay uniform, too, as they blacken no more
than ordinary inside-frosted lamps. Try
freshening up the color by using a systematic though non-uniform color scheme
such as three- or four-light amber reflectors accented by one or two green ones.
Use some

above the marquee to proclaim the “bigness” of the theatre. Don’t let it shrink
to a mere entrance at night, when most of
your business is done and when it is easy
to attract eyes to the theatre by contrast.
Perhaps the attraction letter signs need
spring cleaning also? Unpainted or dirty
interiors, poor lamps and dirty glass letters or backgrounds may reduce the
brightness of the letters or background to
one-fifth of the full brightness. Repaint
with white casein paint, give the glass a

size in your “name” sign to 15 or even 10
watts, put back the 25’s and notice the
improvement in business. And here’s a
good chance to start fresh with a “group
replacement” plan so that running up a
ladder frequently to replace lamps will
not be necessary. Paint the immediate
background behind the lamps white, even
*Nela Park Engineering Dept., General
Electric Company, Cleveland, Ohio.

The sign is the best theatre salesman.
Don’t wait until it is pitch dark to turn
on your signs — the operating cost is so

6. Casein paint that has a high reflection factor and does not discolor.
Here’s how to apply these and
lighting aids to do a better job.
The

other

Front

If economy measures during the depression made it necessary to reduce the lamp
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Inspect every lamp outlet to see that the
paint.
proper color, type and size of lamp is
being used. It is false economy to “use
up” old colored lamps as they consume

surface

floodlights or projector lamps

scientific cleaning, and “group replace”
all lamps with the proper size for the
brightness of the district. A minimum of
25 watts per square foot for luminous
backgrounds and 50 watts per square foot
for opal-glass letters is recommended. To
complete the change, use daylight or colored fluorescent lamps to contrast effectively with surroundings.
The underside of the marquee should
be bright and sparkling and not dull and
lifeless. Here, as well as in other parts
of the front, the wiring is often inadequate and the voltage at the sockets may
be only 110 or even 105 or 100 volts.
Lamps burned undervoltage operate inefficiently and often appear dull and lifeless. Without increasing the wattage a
change to 115- or even 110-volt lamps produces a marked improvement in light output. The lighting, especially at the boxoffice and on the posters, may be boosted
by using a few of the 150-watt projector
lamps.

5. Low-wattage sparkle-lite reflectors
that provide colored light more efficiently
and effectively than do most colored
lamps.

It is well known that paint, properly
used, can provide pleasant and modem
interior atmospheres. Dark, poor-reflecting surfaces may not have to be repainted
as often but modem light-colored paints
not only provide style that people appreciate, but also reflect light much more
efficiently than do dull dark finishes. With
indirect lighting where light must reflect
from at least two surfaces, over-all lighting efficiency is particularly dependent on
wall and ceiling colors. If each reflects
25 per cent of the light, the result is only
6 per cent utilization of the fixture output: the other light is absorbed by ceiling and walls and never reaches the seating level. Be especially careful that the
reflecting surfaces immediately adjacent
to fixtures — whether in lobby posters, inside of fixtures or in coves — have a highly
reflecting finish such as white casein

^Reflecting

Indirect luminaires, similar to the side
wall fixture shown, can be used to project
light to the ceiling.
CfclLI

Fluorescent lamps or filament lamps in
Climax reflectors can be mounted on the
forward side of ceiling beams to supplement the present auditorium lighting.

Pedestals at the standee rail can be utilized in locating shielded floodlights for
directing light to the ceiling and back wall
of the auditorium.
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so much energy for the little effect they
produce. New, properly selected lamps
will produce “light at lower cost.”
Lobby

Where lobby lighting is inadequate it
can often be improved by adding one or
more centrally located lobby displays with
an indirect lighting system concealed at
the top. Fluorescent lamps, either in fixtures or in simple strips, can be readily installed to provide more interest. Colors
of such fluorescent attractions can be
varied systematically to maintain interest.
Brighten up the posters too! If no poster lighting is used now, it may be possible to utilize the new projector or reflector lamps now available. If built-in
lighting is installed, lamps should be as
near the outer frame (as far from the
poster) as possible. Don’t forget the
white paint. Fluorescent daylight or warm
white lamps, preferably in the 30-watt
36-inch size, are excellent for lighting
posters.
Apply some artistic ingenuity in selecting a color scheme to make the lobby look
inviting from the street. Warm colors
should be used sparingly during the summer. On the other hand, cool colors are
likely to be uninviting. The fluorescent
lamp offers the opportunity of combining
warm white or pink with blue or daylight
to provide a pleasant hue that is, at the
same time, kind to complexions. Some
warm accent lighting should also be helpful.
Foyers,

Promenades

Here again, be careful that the lighting
is not too “hot” or too “cold.” People are
not in these places so much that they will
react unfavorably unless either extreme is
used.

The “complexion” lighting mentioned above is good here, too.
Restrain all bright spots. Use shades or
baffles to assure softness even with
fluorescent lamps. Such shields make for
comfort and help the eyes become accustomed to the darkened auditoriums.
Auditorium

All the ills of lighting often gather in
the auditorium, and one action may lead
to a multitude of reactions often with the
inevitable result — poor lighting. Inasmuch
as simple measures can at least improve
this situation, let us consider some of the
factors which cause auditorium-lighting
difficulties. It must be assumed that the
first essential of good auditorium lighting is that people should be able to locate
seats alone without inconveniencing or
distracting other patrons, and without
waiting for adjustment of the eyes to the
darkened interior. If this statement is accepted, we can retrace our lighting history
and find that in practically all cases the-

Advice on Lighting
Various contributors to this department, comprising outstanding authority on the subject of Theatre Lighting,
will be glad to answer questions or
otherunse assist in the correct solution
of any lighting problems presented by
our readers. Such inquiries, addressed
to the editor of The Modern Theatre
section, will be referred promptly to
sources of information most pertinent
to the problem presented.

hew- howA- Jm liaktwi^
ILLUSTRATED
(Reading

Lighting Tool No. 1 — Producing white
and colored light at the highest efficiencies ever achieved in lamp manufacturing,
Fluorescent lamps allow a new freedom
of application for creative lighting. A
40- watt, 48-inch lamp (not shown above)
is now also available.
Lighting Tool No. 2 — The Projector lamp
is made of a heat resisting glass which
permits exposed outdoor use. Metal color
caps can be placed over the lens plate of
the lamp. Two types of lamps are available, one providing a narrow beam for
spotlighting purposes, and another having
a wide beam for general floodlighting.
Lighting Tool No. 3 — The Reflector lamp
has a permanent finish of high reflectivity and produces a narrow beam of light
for building up high levels of illumination
over small areas. The bulb of this lamp
is made from ordinary glass and hence
should not be used exposed outdoors or
with metal color caps.
Lighting Tool No. 4 — These adjustable
reflector-adapters use standard low-cost
lamps and allow easy direction of light
without moving existing sockets. A
colored gelatine screen can be placed in
the metal ring (shown in the background)
to cover the reflector opening.
Lighting Tool No. 5 — Climax sparkle lite reflectors use high cover glasses with
a combination of ribs, small lenses and a
single large central lens. The combination provides considerably greater effectiveness in the ordinary viewing angles
than do the ordinary types of colored
lamps.
Lighting Tool No. 6 — A light-colored
casein paint is an inexpensive yet effective item which should be on every springcleaning purchasing order.

atre auditoriums have been lighted by the
selection of an appealing fixture or lighting method rather than by a scientific
analysis to see that the system would
provide illumination of at least 0.1 footcandle necessary to attain the above objectives.
A fixture, luminous element or cove is
selected primarily for decorative effects
for intermission auditorium lighting. During picture projection, the glass or wall
surfaces of luminous elements become too
bright because the light from the lamps is
rarely spread over a large enough surface
to keep the element brightness uniformly
low. To correct this, wattages may
be reduced or deeper colors used. In
some cases, wall surfaces are darkened
though the greater contrast between the
luminaire and the background gives still
more objection. In many cases, all such
(Continued
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All Exhibitors ,
Please Note
If you have recently remodeled or
otherwise modernized your theatre and
are particularly proud of the result,
please

send us photographs and details. Through the presentation of
these Case Histories, it is our purpose

Converting
a Modern

an Old Commercial
Theatre

A remodeling

case

to raise the standard of theatre construction and outfitting and thus render a service to the entire industry.

Into

Building
history covering

Your cooperation
Editor.

the plan

plastered ceiling and
in the attic space.

and structural process by which some unusual
conditions were met and overcome. Sketches
and particulars
Architect.

supplied

THE need for special architectural in-

genuity and engineering ability is frequently encountered in the conversion
of old buildings, and particularly buildings
originally designed for other purposes, to
exacting demands of public occupancy for moving picture entertainment.
It must be remembered that few other

the more

building

projects, whether in original conception or structural conversion, demand
such careful study on so many diiferent
points of functional efficiency as the
modern theatre.
Besides the usual factors for public safe.y
and service, the theatre building presents
special problems in traffic regulation,
acoustics, air conditioning, sight lines, advertising facilities, sanitation, lighting effect, decorative design and seating efficiency. Human comfort and convenience
must

be provided for amply in the conception of a modern theatre whether it be
the construction of a new (building or the
correction of an old one.

by

C. A.

Ingenious

roof without considerable expense. However, there was a full basement under
the old store with a heavy wood joist and
girder construction supported on wood
columns.

Use

material

of Ice

and

Since it was impossible
section next to the stage

to lower that
to the proper

level with jacks, blocks of ice were installed in place of the jacks and as they
melted the floor gradually settled into

ceiling joists

of the store room had a fairly good plastered surface and the space between ceiling joists above the first story had been
filled with rice husks to a depth of about
six inches for heat insulation.
To remove the existing steel columns
supporting the roof system, a new truss
was designed to parallel the side walls
over the center line of columns with the
ends of the new trusses bearing on new
wood columns located at the rear of the
stage and at the rear
tion room.

insulating

Heavy girders supporting the wood floor
system were cut off at the side walls, and
after jacks had been set in place, all of
the posts were cut off at the right height
and the floor lowered to proper levels as
shown.

BALCH,

All of the side walls

is requested. — The

The walls and ceiling of the auditorium
place.
were covered with one-half inch decorative acoustical board over the old plaster.
The material was selected for color and
texture and applied to form a pleasing
design on the walls, thereby avoiding all
painted decoration. No other acoustical
treatment was necessary. Sloping area
exits were provided in the rear.
The air conditioning equipment was installed in the basement under the lobby
with supply ducts extending the length
of the auditorium on side walls next to the
ceiling with a return air system under the
auditorium floor.
A new front of concrete was provided
for the building. The drawings of the
structure before and after the alterations

wall of the projec-

After the truss was in place, the bottom
cord of the new truss was bolted to the
existing girder over the center of the building and all the steel columns removed.
This work saved all of the existing roof,

The case at hand, presented by Mr. C. A.
Balch, theatre architect of Los Angeles, is
an excellent example of a well-planned
alteration project. Mr. Balch is a member of the Advisory Board of the Modern
Theatre Planning Institute, sponsored by
this publication.
Problems Presented
An old store building in the city of
Porterville, California, was acquired by
Principal Theatres, Inc., and recently converted into a modern theatre. The project
involved the overcoming of some rather
unusual conditions as shown in the accompanying sketches submitted by Mr.
Balch.

SECTION

Upon investigating the old structure,
which occupied an area 50 feet wide by
110 feet long, it was found that the roof
system of independent roof trusses was
supported by a central line of steel columns, the ends of trusses resting on a
girder supported by these columns.
The ceiling was too low to permit the
building of a new floor system above the
old store floor and the side walls would
not

allow

the

raising

of the
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woven in any of the popular fabrics, but
the color and pattern restrictions vary
for the different weaves. Carpet design
experts are glad, when a particular problem is up for decision, to aid any customer in selecting the fabric which both in
wear and design possibilities is best suited
for a specific use and at a specified price.
With hundreds of finished designs to select from and expert designers at his service, the theatre owner has no serious pattern restrictions to meet today. He can
get what he wants in any fabric and in
any quality.

Brightness of Screen
and Its Surroundings
To relieve brightness contrasts between
the screen and the immediate surroundings in the interest of increased eye comfort, a low brightness of approximately
one foot-lambert on surfaces adjacent to
the screen is recommended.
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The economy of careful planning is well
pronounced in this instance.
Sp
ec
ia

l

In Selecting Carpet
Consider the Design
Design is so definitely a factor in a
theatre’s decorative scheme that one’s
first decision in buying carpeting must be
whether to use plain color or figured patterns. The floor covering may very well
be considered the basis of the decorative
scheme. The question of design is so
vitally important that consultation with
the architect or the decorator is urgently
suggested.
What has been said about design applies
equally to color. Although both design
and color may depend considerably on
individual taste, it is the essence of good
decoration that both be “naturals” for the
purposes intended.
If the purchaser requires plain carpetings they can be supplied in a large number of soft, pastel shades, which blend
perfectly into other decorative features.
These plain carpetings can be supplied in
weaves of various qualities.
Designed carpetings may
three groups:

be divided into

(1) Goods of a limited number of popular patterns which are carried in stock.
If a client’s needs can be met with such
carpetings it quite naturally will save
money, for these patterns are usually
lower in price.
(2) Goods for which designs already
have been made but which are not carried
in stock. Hundreds of designs of this kind
BOXOFFICE

In lighting such surfaces, the source
must definitely be concealed and so directed that no light spills onto the screen
to reduce the clarity of the picture. Any
technique may be used — coves, shielded
downlights or masked projectors — that will
in effect border the picture screen with
lighted surfaces about one-tenth of the
brightness of the screen itself.

are available. These goods require special
weaving, but designing costs are saved.

clearly show what can be done with careful
planning to convert an old building into
a modern motion picture theatre at a
minimum expense.
)
The theatre seats 543 persons and costs
were as follows: General contract, $17,731; electric wiring, $2,500; air conditioning, $7,142; decorating, $700; marquee and
sign, $1,785; electric lighting fixtures, $685;
making a total cost of $30,543 for the
alterations.

de

MODERNIZING

GUIDE
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Through the co-operation of our affiliated architects, leading manufacturers, their engineers, designers, dealers, contractors and others, a majority of whom are active members of The Modern Theatre Planning

gn

s

pr

Institute, we are prepared to assist the theatre-owner in selection and
application of all commodities and services needed in remodeling and

ep

ar

ed

modernizing by placing him in touch with dependable sources of supply. As sponsor of the Institute, we strive to impartially relay each
n inquiry only to sources of reliable information. However, we do not
guarantee all statements or claims made in connection with products

upo

offered

MAIL
The MODERN

THIS

FORM

THEATRE

Planning

Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan
Chicago, 111.

FOR

FREE

Institute,

please

□ Acoustics
□ Air Conditioning

□ Decorating
□ Heating Equipment

□ Amplifiers
□ Architectural

□ Lighting Fixtures

□ Carpets
□ Coin Changers
□ Complete

Remodeling

Theatre

4-1-39

Ave.

Gentlemen: Without cost or obligation
covering the following subjects:

Service

INFORMATION

□ Lounge Furniture
□ Plumbing Fixtures
□ Projectors
□ Projection Lamps

arrange

to have

data

supplied

to us

□ Seating
Screens
□ Signs and Marquees
□ Sound Equipment
□ Theatre Fronts
□ Ticket Machines
□ Other

Seating

Subjects

Capacity..

City
Address
State..
Signed..

(Owner-Manager)
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Health

Protection

Quenching

Comes

the Public
By Mildred

AN ADEQUATE supply of cool, safe

drinking water should be easily accessible in every theatre. Cool and
easily accessible it often is, but frequently
it is far from safe.
Many theatre owners invest money in
new drinking fountains in the belief that
they are giving their patrons the very best
that can be obtained, when in reality they
might as well be offering a tin cup on a
chain beside a bucket. Some drinking
fountains are no freer from contaminating
germs than the old tin cup.
Epidemics of streptococcus and trench
mouth in several midwestern universities
and in the Chicago school system, caused
research laboratories to make bacteriological tests on the existing drinking fountains in these places. The fountains were
of the vertical type, in which water flows
out of an upright jet. It was originally
thought that when the water flowed back
upon the fountain it washed away all
sputa deposited on the fountain by one
drinker before the next one drank from it.
Tests showed, however, that the streptococci germs remained in the water from
2 to 135 minutes, depending on the height
of the “bubble.” Most of the organisms
Young America yields to a special type of
safety jet now available which guards
against mischievous water squirting.

First in

Thirst

Brennan
were flushed away but some remained,
dancing in the column of water, much as
a ball dances on the garden fountain, even
though the bubble was increased to the
impractical height of 4 inches. The next
person drinking from the fountain innocently received the germs. When this type
of drinking fountain was removed, the
epidemics died away.
Must

Not

Be

Ignored

What then, should the theatre owner
do about the problem of drinking water
in the theatre? With such health menaces on the market, he may feel tempted
to ignore the question altogether. But
without drinking water in the theatre,
the management could not hope to satisfy
the patrons for
“ . . . the worst
Of human pangs, the most accursed
Of Want’s fell scorpions, is Thirst.”*
There is only one solution — the installation of approved and sanitary drinking
fountains. These promote the integrity
and good standing of a theatre, and guarantee safe drinking for the patrons.
In planning the new type of drinking
fountain, reputable and nationally-known
manufacturers have availed themselves of
the results of research by scientists and
have complied with the requirements of
the American Public Health Association.
Fountains that follow these specifications are absolutely “fool proof.” In the
first place, the jets from which the water
flows are set at an angle from the vertical,
and the water forms an arc away from
the nozzle, thereby preventing it from
flowing back on the clean jet.
Safeguards

Provided

The Health Department of the District
of Columbia observed persons using both
vertical and angle jet drinking fountains
and found that many would not or could
not use the devices unless they grasped
the nozzle with their lips and sucked the
water. As a result of this observation,
drinking fountains are now made with
“guards,” which are composed of impervious nonoxidizing material, and prevent the mouth or nose of the drinker
from coming in contact with the nozzle.
The inclined jet of water issuing from the
nozzle does not touch the guard, and there
is no splattering of water.
Sanitary drinking fountains of today
*Eliza Cook, — “Melaia.”

Obviously such provision promotes the integrity and good standing of a theatre.
This tivedrinking
fountain is of the protectype.

are usually constructed of vitreous china,
porcelain, enameled cast iron or glass.
There are other materials which are nonoxidizing and impervious and which may
be used, but these are the most common.
The modern drinking fountain is equipped with an automatic pressure control
on the water supply which provides a uniform stream, unaffected by low pressure
of the water supply to the building or the
flushing of other fixtures in the building.
Underfeeding or overshooting fountain
streams are annoying to the user and
cause damage to floors and walls. In the
new type drinking fountains, equipped
with automatic pressure control, the pressure can vary from 5 to 50 pounds, but
the stream of water remains constant.
The waste openings and pipes are of
sufficient size to carry off the water
promptly and all water drains away from
the projector or nozzle when the fountain
is not in use so that fresh water does not
bubble up through stagnant water. The
bowls are proportioned to prevent unnecessary splashing at the point where
the jet falls into the bowl, and the outlets
of the jets are above the bowl or receptor
rim. This fact prevents contamination
of the pure water system by back siphonage, even if the outlet should clog and
the receptor overflow. Fountains are protected against clogging by a strainer or
trap in the receptor.
Adapted

to Decorations

Many styles of drinking fountains are
manufactured today. While all of them
have these basic requirements, they differ widely in appearance and construction.
The gracefully designed vitreous china
pedestal fountain is a popular model in
theatres, and may be obtained in the
color that will best harmonize with the
decorations in the theatre. It is free
standing, 28 to 34 inches in height, and
the bowl or receptor is around 12 inches
square. It is, of course, equipped with an
angle jet, automatic stream regulator, and
a ball-bearing control valve which can be
adjusted for continuous flow or self-closing. The self-closing spring is of high
The MODERN
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grade phosphorous
corrosion.
Drinking

fountains

bronze
may

which

resists

be classified as

pedestal or wall-hung. The latter may
be recessed or semi-recessed. The completely recessed fountain is ideal for narrow corridors or small lounges in theatres. One type measures 16x30 inches and
has a 10-inch recess in the wall. Smaller
semi-recessed models that extend only
41/2-inches into the wall, are 14 inches
wide and vary from 18 to 26 inches in
height. The wall hung type, not recessed, usually projects 12 to 13 inches from
the wall, and can be obtained with backs
as high as 15 inches or more, that protect
the wall. All of these models have angle
stream jets, automatic stream regulators
and self-closing valves. They conform to
the current vogue for the modernistic,
easy - to - keep - clean design commonly
known as streamlined. In some styles,
the

supply and waste fittings are concealed in a housing to improve the appearance and eliminate condensation.

PLUS

the bowl through a specially constructed
slot arrangement. Other types of jets are
made with guards so that fingers cannot
be placed on the supply nozzle.
There is a great variety in the
manufactured today. Some jets

TO give every seat in your house,
the full benefit

jets
and

guards are integral with the fountain itself; in other cases the guard is the integral part. Some jets emit the water
in a single steady angle mound, others
have three small jets of water that are
directed in a single angle stream. Some
fountains include a jet and ice water
faucet; a combination jet and ice water
faucet; a jet equipped with glass receptor.
Jet heads are manufactured with integral
guards in one piece which permits no dirt
collecting joints.

you
the

work

port of the Women’s
States Department

is indicated

by a

Support

the

MINN.

local

supply

dealer

who

serves you best. He’s like the country
doctor — always dependable in an emergency. He deserves your patronage because he serves you.

re-

Bureau of the United
of Labor. Research

BOXOFFICES

and

streptococcus infections to the common cold may be transmitted from one
person to another by drinking fountains.

COMPLETE
PREFABRICATED

Protect your patrons from a transmission of disease in your theatre. If you
have the old style, vertical jet fountain in

Shipped

K.D.

Anywhere

• Porcelain Exterior
• Stainless Steel Deal
Plate
• Mitre Plate Glass
• Flush Veneer Door
• Ventilators

your theatre call in an experienced plumbing contractor and let him examine it. In
some cases, a vertical jet nozzle can be
replaced by one of the angle jet type, correctly guarded, with little or no change
in the fixture. Arrange to have your drinking facilities outside rooms in which toilet
and washing units are found. Be certain
that the bowls of your fountains are free
from corners difficult to clean, and most
important of all — that they are of the
guarded, angle jet type.

wall niche

get the benefits of 15 years engineering experience specializing in
field.

theatre

MINNEAPOLIS,

by this Bureau disclosed that fifteen specific diseases, ranging from tuberculosis

The

Cooling,

WRITE OR WIRE
UNITED STATES AIR
CONDITIONING CORP.

It has been estimated that less than
10 per cent of the drinking fountains now
in use are of the hygienic angle stream
design. The importance of this type of
modernization

of Comfort

your air conditioning installation
must
be engineered to fit your
house. When
you buy USAirCo.

•• Electric
Plywood WiringInterior
• Fully Insulated
Write for descriptive
Literature and Prices

EVERBRITE
ELECTRIC SIGNS,

INC.

1440 N. 4th St.
Milwaukee, VVis.

"Oh, say, you can't see.

application of sanitary

angle-stream drinking fountains solves a
problem where space is at a premium.
Many other styles are now available.

By your
big lamps'
What
so roundly
you poor
cursedlight.
At the time of last cleaning"

MEANING that dirt found in all dark theatres. So

Fountains may be obtained in colors that
blend with or match the color scheme of
the theatre. Ice water faucets may be
added to many of the wall types of drinking fountains.
Some theatres prefer to have drinking
fountains with water coolers. In this
case the fountain is built in an insulated
enameled steel cabinet which holds the
mechanism for the water cooling service.
Drinking water should not be iced. If
ice is used for cooling, it should not come
in contact with the water. With the cabinet drinking fountains, the cooling is automatically controlled.
Prank

Proof

Construction

Since children like to play with, and
squirt water from a fountain whether it is
in a school hall or a theatre lounge, a
special type has been manufactured which
guards against water squirting. When
the thumb is placed over the stream
opening, water is instantly directed into
BOXOFFICE
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today

in hundreds

capture all that
no house lights.

of theatres

dirt faster,

Super

Cleaners

better — far cheaper — with

This Floor-Lite is only one of many exclusive Super
specialized features. Every owner
makes
more
money, saves on rugs and decorating, enjoys life
more.
®

Any janitor any day can
with a
Super. Finer
sound.

®

Curtains, draperies, decorations, high-up
places, all cleaned from the floor — no ladders— when the Super does it.

®

The Super is the only machine
do the lamp house properly.

•

Ask your wholesaler
complete data.

THE
1941 North

or

clean your screen
pictures, sweeter

write

NATIONAL

to really
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SET PACE IN MODERNIZATION

TREND

nVfl O OF
DIU
0 COOLING!
# ARCTIC-NU-flIRE— Fresh air in motion
# KOOLER-AI RE— Washed air in motion
• KOOLER-AI RE -For 55° water

New Low Prices
WRITE UNITED STATES AIR
CONDITIONING CORPORATION
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., U. S. A.

Look

to

GENERAL

for

your

biggest

theatre seating dollar's worth. Built
with the finest of materials, product of
the

most

costs

skillful

you

labor,

yet

actually

less.
For

the

most

economical
chair

AND NOW — Hunt’s
Liberty Theatre has
been given new glamour, a front of white
and red vitrolux. Its
new sign letters are
blue. The new ticket
booth at left has a
base of satinol louvrex, a decorative partition glass with directional pattern.

new

or re-seat-

ing job, consult
trustworthy
GE NERAL'S
dealers,
they
"A
will SQUARE
give you
DEAL

CHAIR

GENERAL
SEATING
COMPANY

M

DEAL."
CHICAGO

GENERAL
i.I.i.I.i.I.iJ

INSTALL A

THE moving picture theatre, as the cen-

ter of interest and gaiety in most
American shopping districts, in recent
years has assumed more and more the role
of architectural pace-setter. In the trend
toward modernization now sweeping the
country, picture theatres are playing a
dominant role. In scores of communities
they have been first to adopt striking new
ideas in design and to make advantageous
use of new structural materials.
This is due, in large measure, to realization by theatre managements that they
have unparalleled opportunities for making
their establishments the “pride of the
neighborhood.” They find that when 8 .
theatre gains that position, its natural
drawing power is enhanced far beyond the
pull of its day-to-day film attractions. It
becomes the “show place” as well as the
show house.
Increasingly popular in the refurbishing
of theatre exteriors are the recently-perfected structural glass materials which
combine with modernity the important
quality of remaining ever new in appearance. A recent “dressing up” job on Hunt’s
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Liberty Theatre, at Cape May, New Jersey, is a good example of the effectiveness
of emphasizing neatness and brilliance,
while shunning gaudiness.
The Liberty’s new front is composed
chiefly of vitrolux, a tempered glass which
is coming into wide use because of its unusual strength, light-transmitting properties and adaptability to both daytime and
night-time lighting conditions. The old
“shingled” marquee and the rows of exposed light bulbs are gone. In their place
is an ultra-modern marquee of translucent
glass, which appears an opaque colored
material by day and glows with unifori
illumination at night.
In the opinion of William D. Hunt, secretary of Hunt’s Theatres, Inc., operating
along the New Jersey shore, the use o.
vitrolux translucent signs for theatre marquees represents “the greatest forward
stride in sign lighting since the advent
of “The
neon.”reaction from our patrons on the
improvements has been splendid,” he said.
“Many have gone out of their way to stop
and offer congratulations to the manage-

bTABILAPC
Motor

Generator

and be assured of a
DEPENDABLE, UNIFORM
Power Supply for

yiqhf\9ntMisily
The

most complete line of motor
generators on the market.

42-60-80 VOLT
35 VOLT
(Requires

No

AUTOMATIC
1035

Linden
220

W.

MULTIPLE

UNITWIN
Ballast

Rheostats)

DEVICES
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CO.

Allentown,

Export Office:
42nd St., New
York

Pa.

City

Also Manufacturers of Allentown Steel
Curtain Tracks and Curtain Machines

The
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THEATRE
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ment, and you know when they feel that
way they are certainly going to visit us
oftener. We can appreciate that in noting the increased patronage, too.”
The colors in the Liberty’s new all-glass
front are white in the marquee and in the
vertical sign rising at one end — the latter
having silhouetted blue lettering. There is
a red band at the parquet, running upward
adjacent to the sign. The new ticket booth
has a base featuring three curved panels
of satinol finish louvrex, a partition glass
with directional pattern.

RCA Service Head Ends
West Coast Show Trip
Completing a ten-day visit to the West
Coast, Edward C. Cahill, RCA Service
Manager, has returned to the Camden
home office after attending the recent
Hollywood showing of his company’s new
line of sound reproducing equipment to a

STAGGERED

SEATING

large group of studio directors, exhibitors,
and projectionists.
The Hollywood show was held under the
supervision of James E. Francis, in charge
of operations there, and A. E. Jackson,
sales representative. During his coast
visit Mr. Cahill discussed various technical
problems and improved service technique
and equipment with members of the Theatre Standardization Committee of the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences at a meeting in the film capital.
He was accompanied by Adolph Goodman, Photophone service engineering
specialist.
Technical meetings for the company’s
field engineering personnel were held in
Hollywood, San Francisco and Seattle following introduction of the new equipment.
Remember this: It’s always safer to
buy an advertised product. At least you
then know something about its quality
without having to rely completely on what
a salesman tells you.

SOLVES

A PROBLEM

412 PROSPECT

(Photo

An extra width (30-inch) seat at the end
of each alternate row is a practical innovation for seating comfort employed by
the Interstate Circuit in the beautiful new
Lakewood Theatre, at Dallas, Tex.
Realizing that some extremely large
people attend their theatres, and taking
into consideration the fact that in many
instances two children or a parent and
small child, might desire to sit together,
the owners in collaboration with the seating manufacturer conceived the idea of
using 30-inch chairs on the alternate rows
of the stagger system, where the regular
BOXOFFICE

courtesy

International

Seat

AVE. N.E., GRAND

' PEEBEST
" 0"
WEE MODEL
SPOTLIGHT

Corp.)

chairs were set one-half chair width from
the aisle. This serves the dual purpose of
maintaining a smooth even aisle line and
also meeting the practical contingencies
of comfort and better screen vision for
the patrons.
That they were correct in the assumption that their thoughtfulness in regard to
comfortable seating would be appreciated
has already been borne out by the many
favorable comments they have received
since the recent opening of the Lakewood.
Interstate has now standardized on the
stagger system of seating for all their
houses.

RAPIDS, MICHIGAN
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short
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effects.
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colored
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finish.

Complete

gelatin

holder,
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85c.
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Best
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colored

cord,

bracket,
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Spotlights,
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mounting
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possible.

black

with

plug, mirror, lens, universal

bulb,
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spread

less

100-watt,

less bulb,

$5.
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PRACTICAL DISCUSSIONS ON THE
MECHANICS OF PROJECTION AND SOUND

A Mechanical Detective
Trail ol Flutter

ment of Altec’s portable flutter bridge
indicate a widespread interest in the

manner

in which the diagnosis and measurement of flutter, that most elusive enemy
of good sound reproduction, is being handled by the use of the new flutter bridge.
The elusiveness of flutter stems from the
fact that it is caused by extraordinarily
minute irregularities in the film speed resulting from defects or wear in the driving mechanism. As a result, flutter has
often been an unsuspected cause of bad
sound

that seemed to point to other adverse conditions in the equipment.
Let us make a medical analogy. A patient complains to his physician that his
eyes hurt him. The physician examines
the patient’s eyes, finds a diseased condition, and prescribes a course of treat-

ment. The patient’s eyes, however, refuse
to respond to the treatment, whereupon
the

physician, by further diagnosis, discovers that the eye condition was caused

*The
bridge

author here personally demonstrates the use of the new portable flutter

as it is actually used in the projection room. Mr. Seeley, whose contributions to the solution of electrical problems in sound reproduction are well known,
is on the engineering staff of Altec Service
Corporation.

wholly,

an important

Since flutter is easily the most elusive,
deceptive and confusing of the enemies
of sound quality, its control is possible
only through a measuring device which
responds only to flutter, which is sensitive
enough to evaluate the minute magnitudes
involved in the performance of high quality equipment, and which gives numerical
data of good accuracy regardless of which
of the many types of flutter predominates
in the individual case.

on the

New

Angle

of

Approach

To bring flutter under control, in the
past, leading manufacturers developed and
installed what are known as flutter bridges.
During

By E. S. Seeley*

MNQUIRIES received since the announce-

for many months yet all have
bearing on flutter.

or in part, by an apparently unrelated diseased condition in the teeth or

tonsils.
Correspondingly, the problem of diagnosing bad sound in a theatre lies in ascertaining what proportion of the poor quality is the result of flutter, and wnat proportion is caused by other factors. In
other words, flutter must be measured.
Pussy

There

is nothing

about

the fact

that flutter measurement is only now becoming a part of the engineering lore or
the service technician. We are dealing
here with fussy magnitudes. A nutter
amount of about two parts in one tnousand represents excellent performance,
three to four parts constitutes acceptable
performance, and an excess of five parts
in
ity. a thousand is intolerable — provided the
system is otherwise capable of good qualFlutter

of many

times

cf greater sensitivity, then increasing sensitivity by design methods to the highest
point

consistent with measurement precision, it was shown mathematically that
a measuring instrument could be built
without the use of vacuum tubes, heterodyning circuits, demodulators, amplitude

limiters

Magnitudes

strange

1937, members of the present engineering department of Altec decided to
attack the flutter bridge problem from
an entirely new angle. Selecting a new
principle of flutter measurement capable

these magnitudes

produces no preceptible effect on instruments used to measure other factors affecting sound quality. And this diabolical
agency usually appears in so effective a
disguise as to be mistaken frequently for
harmonic distortion, recording irreguiari.y
or just “the house.”
Flutter stands squarely in the way when
efforts are made to improve quamy by

and other complex and temperamental circuit structures which made the
existing flutter bridges unsuited to field
use.
When

the new

flutter bridges were

made,

they entirely vindicated these principles.
They weigh less than nine pounds, and
are dimensioned approximately to the size
of a portable typewriter case. The sensitivity is adequate to accommodate any
reproducing system, and the accuracy is
better than required.
Containing no delicate parts, and ruggedly built, the ability of the new flutter
bridges to stand the gaff in actual dayto-day use was demonstrated by a preliminary field trial in which an instrument in constant use traveled over 20,000
miles in six months in an engineer’s car.
Retest of the instrument after this trial
showed no
viceability.

change

Flutter

The

in calibration

Factor

or ser-

Measured

special films to be used

with

these

correcting the frequency response of a system to that required for best results for
tne speaker equipment and the particular

flutter bridges, produced by M-G-M
at
Culver City and by Fox Movietone and
Eastern-Studios in New York, presented a

auditorium. While it may have gone unnoticed before the other improvements
were made, excessive flutter will usually
nullify completely any benefits accruing
from the improved characteristic.

serious problem because of the very severe flutter-free requirements placed on
them. Not only was it necessary that this

Control of flutter, then, is important in
two general respects. When attempting ic
modernize sound quality from equipment
of earlier design, it is imperative that ihj
first step be a reduction of flutter to or
below the acceptable amount. After an
older equipment has been correctly treated
to produce sound of good quality, or when
a modern high quality sound system is involved, flutter must be given periodic attention as this factor — of all those affect-

(Continued
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You a Problem?

Conductors of the CINE' CLINIC
will be
glad to answer questions relating to problems
of

projection and sound operation and
tices through these columns. State your
lem clearly, detailing

Answers
be

to

questions

published

ing quality — most readily degenerates.
Condition of sprockets, pressure pads,
bearings of film driven rollers or flywheels, film shrinkage, methods of threading film — none of these remains constant

on

in a

symptoms
of

later

general

issue,

of

pracprob-

trouble.

interest

identified

by

will
in-

quirer’s initials only. Should you desire private information or advice, enclose stamp for
reply.
Room

Address
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In 1934

a group of engineers looked into the

future of the motion picture industry. They were
planning a copper oxide rectifier for projection service. The foremost thought in their minds was that

pedestal. Control of the rectifier was so simplified
that the simple opening and closing of the 110-volt
control circuit was sufficient to start the blower
motor, close the relays, and automatically connect

you fellows must be freed from the fear of frequent

the 3-phase line to the transformer.

design changes if you are to buy the equipment

Today that G-E Copper Oxide is the same rectifier.
The single major change was the division of the unit

you need.
The result of this careful planning was the conservatively-designed G-ECopper Oxide Rectifier for
Motion Picture Projection Service.
Its designers gave you the 3-unit transformer for
greater efficiency. They remembered that you wanted
a minimum of operating noise and heat, so they provided for it. A remote control system was added to
enable the rectifier to be controlled from the lamp

into two parts for your convenience in handling and
installation.
The story will be the same in the future. You can
buy with confidence now, because changes will be
few. It was “right” to begin with. That’s what counts.
Contact your nearest National Theatre Supply
House. They’ll give you more information
prompt service. Call or write NOW.

GENERAL
SEE
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White, Silver and
Shatter-Proof Beaded

A Mechanical Detective
on the Trail of Flutter
(Continued

from

page

hours

and thus insure the prompt apprehension of stick-up artists who now find
theatre boxoffices an easy prey to their
profession.

70)

Create Sense of Respect
For Theatre Properties

film be recorded on the most modern recording equipment, but samples of all the
film released for this purpose have been
measured for flutter content and proven

REG. U.S. PAT. OFF.

SCREENS

hailed by technicians as a development of far-reaching importance. It is
being made available to Altec service inspectors at a particularly fortunate time,
in view of the emphasis now being laid
by producer organizations on high quality

■ The “Spring Tonic”

* Many Theatres Need!

when

you

are putting your house

screen!

the brightness

If it has grown

with a new Da-Lite.
or write for details!

of your

Phone

dull, replace

See your dealer

Ave.

Chicago,

111.

it is widely known, are less frequently disfigured maliciously than are seats covered with other materials that lend themselves to carving, scratching and cutting.
Theatre officials closely in touch with

System Traps
a Bad Money Passer

intercommunicating

system

installed

the

replacement and repair problem declare that mohair velvet has reduced replacement costs not only because it has
extreme durability, ease of cleaning, and

between

the cashier’s booth and the manager’s office of a Phoenix, Arizona theatre defeated an attempt to pass off a
counterfeit five dollar bill, and opened up
a new
atres.

Da-Lite Screen Co./lnc.
2725 N. Crawford

An

that many of the leading theatres, by offering the public luxurious surroundings,
have cultivated a respect for choice things.
The matter of upholstery on theatre
seats specifically illustrates this point, in
the opinion of theatre managers. Seats
covered with mohair velvet, or velmo as

recording and high quality performance of reproducing systems.

iitLaih

in order, check

country, in the opinion of many authorities closely in touch with this situation.
One of the reasons for this is the fact

been

sound

Now

While many persons still persist in carving their names in public places and otherwise disfiguring property, damage due
to vandalism is on the decrease in this

excellent by the foremost film-flutter
measuring laboratory in the world.
The new flutter bridge which, according
to indications, may become standard for
use throughout the industry, has already

possibility for such

systems

other properties, but because it is not mutilated so frequently. Then too, they

in the-

agree, luxurious material such as mohair
velvet has done its share in developing a

Business was normal at the Fox Theatre, in Phoenix, one day recently when

deeper

a woman approached the cashier to purchase a ticket with a bill which the theatre employe suspected was spurious. The
resulting conversation was heard through
the system by Manager Louis B. Christ in
his office.

Used

for

High
Long

Hurrying to the booth. Manager Christ
questioned the woman, who thereupon
produced a good bill, bought her ticket
and entered the theatre. The manager

Fidelity

Install

DAY- LITE SHUTTERS
(Patent

Pending)

on your present projectors and with the
same lamps, screen and lenses you are now
using you’ll have the kind of projection
you’ve always wanted — pure white, clear
definition, and free from glare and flicker.
The “Magic Eye” does it.

’phoned F. B. I. agents, but before they
could arrive the woman had disappeared.
The system, installed by local radio
service men at Phoenix, consists of a mas-

Life

respect for fine things, discouraging tendencies toward vandalism.

Get

BETTER

ter control unit on the manager’s desk and
remote units in the projection booth and

at

ai other locations, including the cashier’s
office. The system is arranged so that

lowest

PROJECTION
possible

cost.

Nothing

to

buy

but a pair of DAY-LITE
SHUTTERS
and
you have High Intensity efficiency on your
screen. Install them in ten minutes on any
standard projector.

the

line from the cashier’s booth is always open, for just such emergencies as
that which occurred.

W rite

for

Details
No-Itisk

on Our 3-Day Prove-It-AtTrial Proposition.

C0L0RT0NE SALES CORPORATION

With

such a system in use, the management may be kept in close touch with
the boxoffice at all times during business

1 30

or Downright

S. LaSalle

St., Chicago,

111.
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it's a Hertner Fan Motor
Sold through The National Theatre Supply
Co.; In Canada, General Theatre Supply Co.,
or write us.
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Get spare photocells for
every projector. Order
from your supply dealer!
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UNITED STATES AIR
CONDITIONING CORP.
JNCREASE YOUR Box Office Receipts and
Patron Satisfaction by eliminating those
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odors

such

Minneapolis

•

Minnesota

as:

ODORS

coming from foul breath, perspiration, infrequent bathing, adjoining
toilets and washrooms, improperly circulated air, etc.
Hundreds of theatre owners from Coast
to Coast have found HOMOZONE
to be
the perfect solution to this perplexing
every day problem. Entirely electrical in
operation . . . uses no chemicals. No installation cost . . . plugs into any electrical
outlet. Operates for less than lc a day!
There is a HOMOZONE model for every
size theatre and every budget. Prices start
at $30.00. Let us tell you what HOMOZONE is doing for others and what it can
do for you! WRITE TODAY!

THE
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AUTOMATIC
DEVICES

East

Largest

Third

ELECTRICAL
CO.

Street,

Cincinnati,

Manufacturers of Ozone
in the World

O.

Machines

HOMOZONE
AIR

RE-VI

TALIZER

Carefully Built
FOR

CARELESS
SERVICE
Extra safety, that relieves care and worry
about possible accidents, is built into Dayton Safety Ladders.
Good materials, good
workmanship, correct
design assure you of
the utmost safety and
economy in a Dayton — the ORIGINAL
safety ladden
Dayton Safety Ladders are light and
easy to carry. Straight back allows
close work in comers or against walls.
Moderately priced, in sizes 3 to 1G feet.
Write

Dept. MT — for full details.

The Dayton Safety Ladder Co.
121-123 West

Third St., Cincinnati,

DAYTON

O.

Safety Ladder

(Photo

courtesy

Adler

Sign

Letter

Company.)

The Fox Theatre, in Sterling, Colorado,
beautiful new house of the Fox Intermountain Theatres, Inc., achieves a happy medium of modern architecture and strikingly effective advertising display.
As one enters the Fox, he is immediately impressed with the beauty of the foyer
as he treads upon specially designed carpets laid over sponge rubber lining. Colorful tones give a feeling of warmth and
comfort. In the center there is a beautiful rose-tinted mirror, and on either side
staircases lead to restful and well-appointed lounging rooms and also the loge section on the mezzanine floor.
Safety, comfort, beauty and permanence
were watchwords in the construction o
the Fox; safety in its fireproof construction, comfort in its air conditioning and
seating equipment; beauty in its appointments and decorations, and permanence in
the massive steel, concrete and masonry
of its structure.
The Fox is heralded to the passersby
by a huge streamlined sign extending from
the attractive marquee into the top of the
tower 40 feet from the sidewalk. Eight
hundred feet of fluorescent luminous tubing went into the making of the beautiful
marquee. The sign is set against a background of cream terra cotta and flanked
with glass brick.
The marquee is equipped with 10-inch
and 16-inch “streamline” slotted type silhouette letters, held in stainless steel supporting frames of glass-in-frame construction. The sign over the marquee is
of the multi-deck type for the interchangeable use of slotted type letters.
There is a single line of letters on the
three sides of the marquee proper.
Big, cushioned seats, the first of their
type to be installed in any theatre of the
United States and with more than ample
width and leg room for genuine comfort,
are installed in the auditorium, which has
850 seats on the main floor and 50 in the
loges.

TOUCH
CONTROL
Gives

Greater

Seat

Comfort

PEABODY CHAIRS
ARE BUILT TO SERVE
Peabody Chairs feature TOUCH CONTROL—
perfectly balanced seats that at the slightest
touch raise or lower as desired. Each seat
is hung on Peabody's Improved Ball Socket
Self-Cushioning Roller Bearing Hinges —
hinges that are quiet, efficient and need
little or no servicing for years.
In addition to being a fine theatre chair
mechanically, Peabody Chairs are beautifully designed with lasting comfort a well
known feature. Write today for free Catalog-Folder on Peabody Theatre Chairs.

PEABODY
Box 5

SEATING
North

COMPANY
Manchester,

Ind.

The architect for this theatre was Walter H. Simon of Denver, Colo.

(Patented)
•
Send for our catalog- No. 5 showing a
complete line of fire extinguishers and
accident prevention equipment.
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Build and equip your theatre for Tomorrow. Houses built only for Today are
liable to fade quickly. Plan ahead — with
an architect.
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Expansion nuts where exterior finish
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Four theatre style expansion holts
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IMPROVE HEARING CONDITIONS — BOOST EARNINGS WITH

UNITS

Amazing results at a cost within
reason — The low cost cooling equipment that quickly pays for itself.
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IRWIN SEATING COMPANY
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in THE CLEARING HOUSE

in BOXOFFICE

Lighting Needs a
Thorough Spring
Renovation, Too
(Continued

from page 63)

luminous sources are turned out entirely.
The result can only be groping, inconvenience, and discomfort for patrons, as
well as inefficient but expensive lighting.
There are many things that can be done
to produce good auditorium lighting. Inasmuch as values of brightness are the
principal causes of difficulty, the efficiency may be improved and the cost reduced by using 6 or 10 watts of lighter
colors such as green, amber, or rose,
rather than 50 watts or more of highly
absorbing blue. Further advantages in
efficiency as well as in distribution of the
light can be obtained by using reflectoradapters. A rose color, possibly with highlights of green or blue may be a better
choice than amber for summer. In any
color scheme, highlights of another color

74

serve as accents and relieve monotony.
More light is needed at the rear of the
auditorium. Fortunately, illumination
near the rear of the auditorium is less
annoying than that nearer the front. Select the location where light is spread over
the largest area near the rear of the auditorium, and build up the wattage in the
lighter colors there.
Supplement the present lighting by
some such method as the following:
1. Lamps, especially of the fluorescent
type or filament lamps in reflectors, on
the forward side of the ceiling beams as
far down as possible yet shielded so that
light is cut off at the vertical.
2. Side wall indirect luminaires, either
incandescent or fluorescent, with mirrored backs projecting a foot or so above
the lamps to reflect light to the ceiling
and prevent high brightness adjacent to
the lamp.
3. Place indirect luminaires (such as
No. 2) or shielded floodlights (such as the
reflector or projector lamps) at the rear
of the auditorium and near back wall or
on pedestals at the standee rail to direct
light to ceiling and back wall.

That “just as good” argument often
used to sell second-rate material is always
to be taken with several grains of salt.
Beware of substitutes when
to be just as good.

they’re said

Before you air condition your theatre
be sure that you know your requirements
and remember that good equipment is not
everything.
important.

The way it’s installed is more

PLUS S'ntjMtee'UtUf
TO give every seat in your house,

the full benefit
your
must
house.

of Comfort

Cooling,

air conditioning installation
be engineered to fit your
When

you

buy

USAirCo.

you

get the benefits of 15 years engineering experience specializing in
the theatre field.

WRITE OR WIRE
UNITED STATES AIR
CONDITIONING CORP.
MINNEAPOLIS,

MINN.
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(Photo

The Columbia Amusement Company, of
Paducah, recently completed an exceptionally fine little modern theatre — the Varsity,
at Murray, Kentucky. As will be noted
from this view of the Varsity’s auditorium,
the physical comfort of picture patrons
has been well provided for in all respects.
The chairs are of the most popular modern type, with full upholstered, striped
velour backs; spring edge, air cushioned

courtesy

General

Seating

seats upholstered in leatherette and velour; full ball-bearing, self compensating,
noiseless brackets, permanently lubricated.
The design of the modern aisle standards
is striped to match the velour backs and
curved hardwood arm rests are shaped to
properly fit the arm. The aisle lights are
specially designed to afford ample lighting
of the aisle without distracting the attention of the patrons from the screen.

marquee

A practical and
attractive emergency hand
lamp, called the
“Big Beam,” is
being brought to
the attention of
theatre owners
by U-C-Lite
Mfg. Company,
of Chicago. The
lamp obtains its
power from a built-in storage battery,
making it independent of central power
service for illumination. It is designed to
cast a directed ray over 2,500 feet.
Equipped with a quickly interchangeable
floodlight lens, it diffuses this same great
volume of light over a wide area.
Besides its value in emergency, it provides a quicker method of locating lost
articles in the auditorium than by ordinary flashlights. It illuminates dark and
inaccessible places when cleaning the
theatre floor, makes an excellent loading
platform light for delivering and shipping
scenery, and when used in multiples on a
BOXOFFICE
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roof, it creates an attractive advertising display for unusual features by
casting upward angle beams in various
designs.
It can be recharged from any electrical
source now used to charge batteries, and
when it is equipped with a special dash
type resistance switch which can be furnished, it will charge from the automobile engine while the car is being driven.
Charging is simple because it isn’t necessary to touch the battery. The lamp head
is equipped with a receptacle and the
charging cord plug is merely inserted into
it. Danger from acid corrosion and spillage is eliminated by a soft rubber reservoir which tightly seals in the vents when
the container top of the lamp is in place.
With two inexpensive accessories, a
Hold Down and a Hold Down swivel fitting, the lamp can be speedily changed
from a portable position to a stationary
light, or vice versa. According to the
manufacturer, the device will be distributed through leading theatre supply
dealers.
Too

Signs,

bad more lighting fixture manufacturers don’t display their wares properly to theatre men. This probably accounts for some of the lighting monstrostres. ities we see in many of our modern thea-
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products which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU.
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Information on the following items may be secured by sending in the coupon.
Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed is wanted.
just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

MT517

ADVERTISING
MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499
MT500

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety
Moving words projector

AIR CONDITIONING

MT505

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516

plete
Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed

conditioning

plants — com-

Air

filters

high velocity
Air diffusers,
MT51S Cooling
MT519
coils

DECORATIONS

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT537
MT538
MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543
MT544
MT545

and FURNISHING

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous
colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental
Rubber seat upholstery
Rubber floor & wall coverings

LIGHTING
MT550
MT551

MT552
MT553
MT554
MT555
MT556

Lumiline lamps
Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps

MT557
MT558
MT559
MT560
MT5 61
MT562
MT563
MT564

Dimmers
Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting units
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge
Lighting plants, individual

SANITATION

MAINTENANCE

MT569
MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577
MT57S
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT58 6
MT587
MT588
MT589

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes
Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms, staff
Screen cleaning tool6
Venetian blind cleaners

MT641
MT642
MT643
MT644
MT645
MT646
MT647
MT648
MT649

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum
Disinfectants
Deodorant
blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators
Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MT650
MT651

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT652
MT653
MT654
MT655
MT656
MT657

Hand
driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans
Plumbing fixtures
Toilet seats

SOUND
MT661
MT662
MT663
MT664
MT665
MT666
MT667
MT668
MT669
MT670
MT671
MT672

Sound systems, complete
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers
Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn

MT673
MT674
MT675
MT676
MT677
MT678

Lens assemblies, sound
Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

PROJECTION
STAGE

USE
IF WHAT

The MODERN

YOU

THIS

COUPON

WANT ISN'T LISTED, ASK FOR
UNDER "REMARKS"

IT BY NAME

THEATRE

Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, III.

4-1-39

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items. (List Key Numbers Below).

Remarks:

Name
Theatre
City

76

State

•

MT591
MT592

Projectors, complete with
Projectors, standard

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT596

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

MT597
MT598
MT599
MT600
MT601
MT602

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MT603
MT604
MT605
MT606

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

MT607
MT608
MT609
MT610
MT611
MT612
MT613
MT614
MT615
MT616

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic

MT617
MT618
MT619
MT620
MT621
MT622
MT623
MT624
MT625
MT626
MT627
MT628
MT629
MT630
MT631
MT632

Change-over devices
Slide projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers
Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

MT633

Rectifiers, magnesium-copper
sulphide

EQUIPMENT

sound
MT685
MT6S6

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MT688
MT689
MT690
MT691

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MT692
MT693

Footlights
Switchboards

STRUCTURAL

picture

MATERIALS

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT706
MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, viterous enamel
Fronts, porcelain enamel
Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719

Accounting systems
Change
makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket
Ticket
Ticket

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff

The MODERN

issuing machines
registers
holders

THEATRE

SECTION

MAINTENANCE-ECONOMY

BEGINS

VELMO

UPHOLSTERY

ACCEPTANCE
The

important

and

fresh.

Velmo
and

thing

soap

Bubble

UPHOLSTERY

OWES

MUCH

OF

TO MAINTENANCE-MINDED

Upholstery

mild

Chase

WITH

or

about

can

be

fabric

Cleaner,

seat

upholstery

a solvent

WIDE

MANAGERS

is to keep

easily renovated

cleaner.

US

with

Especially

it clean

warm

water

recommended

that will clean

any

fabric

is

with-

out harming fibre or color.

It’s more

economical
holstery that’s easy

through

leading

to keep
to keep

theatre

upholstery

clean!

seat

clean

Velmo

if you

select

Upholstery,

manufacturers,

up-

available

is such

a

fabric.

Audience-Appeal — an important Velmo
feature. Velmo's luxury and comfort
brings patrons back to the box office
week in and week out.
ASK

FOR

GENUINE
L.
295

CHASE

C. Chase

VELMO

and

Company

Fifth Ave., New

York

Selling Division of Gootlall Sanford

City

Industries

(Base

Please
booklet
Chase

Bardavon-Paromount,

Poughkeepsie, N. Y.

M. G. M. Preview Room,

...a few recent installations of Velmo-Upholstered

New

York City

seats, by Heywood-

Wakefield in the Horace Rackham Auditorium— Bard avon-Paramount,
International Seat Corp.— M.G.M. Preview Room, American Seating.

send

a copy

and

full

Bubble

of your

cleaning

information

Cleaner.

Send

to:

about
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?2eview5

In the Mediterranean
RKO
(March of Time, No. 8) 19 Mins.
Plenty of dynamite in this one and
excitingly told. It tells of Premier Mussolini’s campaign to stir unrest among
Moslems living in the French and British
colonies for what is designed for the big
grab of more territories, such as Tunisia.
Mindful of the situation, the French are
moving in their own way and prepared to
fight if II Duce goes through with his plan.
The Mediterranean is a great source of
worry to some countries and March of
Time studies it from all angles with excellent views of the points in question.
There were plenty of hisses when Mussolini appeared on the screen at the Music
Hall. The “umbrella man’’ was not treated
so kindly, either, by the same audience,
but for France and Premier Daladier there
appeared to be heartfelt sympathy and
applause.
A current topic of great interest with a
better insight into the international situation than one might gather quickly from
the printed page.

Money

to Loan

M-G-M (Crime Does Not Pay) 20 Mins.
Action drama that can be entertaining
as well as educational is a rare combination and showmen should take advantage
of this short. M-G-M focuses the light on
that group of social parasites who are
known as loan sharks and mulct the public out of millions each year. It shows
one of these crooked outfits in operation
and the methods it uses to squeeze the
borrowers dry. Director Joe Newman

Sporting Wings
RKO

Sons of Liberty
Vitaphone

20 Mins.

(Historical Technicolor Features)
Warner rings the bell again, and, in
doing

so, has established a distinguished landmark in the making of short
subjects. Never has a subject been
more urgent and timely. This splendid dramatic reenactment of the story
of the Jewish patriot, Haym Salomon,
who played such an important role in
the American Revolution carries magnificent implications. It emerges as a
stirring document in the cause of liberty and equality and, as such, will
be praised by every honest-thinking
person across the land. In the two
reels allotted to him. Director Michael
Curtiz conveys with fine understanding the principles by which Haym
Salomon lived and died. Claude Rains
beautifully interprets the part of
Salomon, reading his lines with convincing sincerity. Gale Sondergaard,
Donald Crisp, Montague Love, Henry
O'Neill and James Stephenson all figure prominently. It's big time stuff
with a big time cast and far superior
to the average product that constitutes
the lower half of a dual bill. And
that's no hint, but a solid suggestion.

hasn’t overlooked the dramatic qualities
and the result is a dynamic two-reeler
that packs a wallop. Featured in the short
are Alan Dinehart, Paul Guilfoyle, Truman Bradley and Tom Collins.

The Roaming

Camera

Vitaphone (Color Parade) 11 Mins.
Material in this subject is varied so as
to appeal to different type of audiences.
The opening topic shows Hawaiian schoolboys playing football in their bare feet.
They never wear shoes and kick a ball as
skilfully as the player who wears them.
How hairdresser Antoine of Paris achieves
his startling effects is next demonstrated.
The reel concludes with scenes aboard the
United States Maritime Service’s training
ship, the Joseph Conrad.

Hello Momma
RKO

(Nu- Atlas Musical)

9 Mins.

George Jessel’s presence lifts this out of
the ordinary class. He unfortunately is
restricted to telling a few gags and introducing some not so scintillating acts. The
performers are the Eton Boys, radio singers of some renown; Frieda Sullivan, night
club dancer, and a hill-billy aggregation
called Emerson’s Mountaineers.
BOXOFFICE

:: April 1, 1939

Fisherman
Paramount

10 Mins.

for the anglers as the camera accompanies the noted sportsman and author, Zane Grey, on a fishing trip. This
one is to a remote Oregon river where
steelhead trout are found. To get to their
habitat is an exciting journey down the
rapids. But the party makes it and Grey
displays his skill with the rod as he lands
some of these Oregon beauties.

So Does an Automobile
(Betty Boop)

Three Kings and
Paramount

7 Mins.

A fairly diverting bit of cartoon nonsense in which Betty Boop is the nurse
in an institution that takes care of automobiles. Car ailments are compared to
humans, but the net result isn’t as funny
as it might be.

9 Mins.

a Queen

(Headliners)

11 Mins.

A combination of three male radio singers, Betty Hutton and Vincent Lopez and
his orchestra. The choice is singularly uninspired. It affords, however, the opportunity of radio fans a glimpse of some of
the popular voices. Barry Wood opens
with "You’re Mine, You;” Dick Todd sings
"Penthouse Serenade,” then Lopez swings
out with "Pagan Love Song, Del Casino
appears on the scene with "My Silent
Love,” and Betty Hutton tarings the proceedings to a close with a slightly frenzied version of “Where Has My Little Dog

Chicken

Jitters

Vitaphone
(Looney Tune)
7 Mins.
Gone?”
Porky Pig is the proud owner of a
chicken farm. The antics of the barnyard
inhabitants provide some amusing moments although the whole thing is conceived without rhyme or reason. Everything goes along nicely until the fox appears on the scene but he runs afoul of
the ducks and is smashed to smithereens.
Good stuff for the youngsters.

Tiny
Troubles
(Our Gang)

One

Paramount

(Sportscope)

That aviation is not always a commercial pastime is amply illustrated by this
subject which presents the sporting aspect of flying. It shows how the pastime
may be available to groups with modest
incomes through the accessibility of lowpriced planes. Going to the other extreme,
the closing sequence has Gar Wood flying
his own luxuriously equipped amphibian
to his winter home in Florida. It is an
interesting peek into what the future holds
for sport enthusiasts who will be able to
increase their field of pleasure considerably through the medium of aviation.

M-G-M

s Pluck

(Paragraphics)

Pathe

10 Mins.

Acceptable comedy by Our Gang with
considerable appeal for the matinee trade.
The Gang becomes involved with Tiny
Tom, a midget watch thief. It starts off
with Our Gang before the judge explaining how they got Tiny Tom confused with
Alfalfa’s baby brother.

Popular Science

Paramount

(No. 4)

11 Mins.

Filled with the latest developments in
science, this is an absorbing subject with
appeal for everyone. A glimpse of the
newest gadgets for home use is really
worthwhile. Included are a new operatic
shower curtain, electric piano teachers and
combination shavers and tooth brushes,
all calculated to make things more pleasant. The other topics dealt with are a
(Continued on page 85)
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ALGIERS

ANGELS

WITH

DIRTY

FACES

(FN)

Best since "Scarface." Cagney and O'Brien
are naturals in this one. Our patrons came
out satisfied. Played February 19-20. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage.
Population: 700. — R. A. Moore, State Theatre, Clarence, la.

ARTISTS

AND

MODELS

ABROAD

MODELS

ABROAD

(Para)

I believe radio stars are all washed up. To
my notion this was the best Benny picture to
date, but it was a flop. Played February
10-11. Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity:
200. — C. Kelley, Rex Theatre, Custer City,
Okla.

B
BILLY THE KID RETURNS
Not as good

(Rep)

as the first Roy

Rogers

and

the customers didn't hesitate in telling me
about it. I received the poorest print on
this which it has been my misfortune to run
into in many a moon. Below average business. Played February 3-4. Weather: Good.
Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 600. Capacity: 230. — W. O. Woody,
Stockton Theatre, Stockton, Mo.

c
CITADEL,

THE (M-G-M)

Truly great. Nice business. Played February 8-9. Weather: Fair. Admission: 35-25.
General patronage. Population: 3,400. Capacity: 450. — Scott Roberts, Comique Theatre, Camden, Me.

COWBOY
A

FROM

BROOKLYN

fine picture and

(WB)

did Priscilla Lane

put

over the song, "Ride, Tenderfoot, Ride." Dick
Powell, however, acted as though he had
something else on his mind. Business good.
Played February 12-13. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 360. Capacity: 150. — E. D. Chessman,
Baker Theatre, Macclenny, Fla.

CROWD

ROARS,

THE (M-G-M)

A good picture with plenty of punch and
action, but our patrons would never know
it because not enough of them saw it. Played January 29-February 1. Weather: Good.
Admission: 25-10. Suburban rural patronage.
Population: 2,000. Capacity: 400. — A. N. Beezley, New Grand Theatre, Littleton, Colo.

D
DRACULA and FRANKENSTEIN
Reissues
It did better than

C2

average

Showman talks to showman in this
department, and they all profit by
the interchange.
Arranged alphabetically by title,
followed by company abbreviations,
this service explains itself without
signs or symbols. Address communications and requests for report blanks to
THE EXHIBITOR HAS HIS SAY, BOXOFFICE. 4704 E. 9th St„ Kansas City.
Mo.

GUN

PACKER

(Mono)

Good

western. Business not up to average, perhaps threatening weather hurt.
Randall doesn't do the business he did last
year. Played February 25. Weather: Cloudy
and cold. Small town patronage. Population: 750. Capacity: 300. — Sammie, Jackson
Theatre, Flomaton, Ala.

H

patrons just aren't interested in style fashions. Played February 23-24. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 20-10; 25-10. Small town and rural
patronage. Population: 1,200. — Lincoln A.
Wood, Park Theatre, South Berwick, Me.

AND

to

(Para)

Although the picture was very entertaining it was a miserable flop here. Small town

ARTISTS

As Neighbor
Neighbor

(UA)

Doubled with "The Gladiator" and it
pleased all who came. Played February 19.
Weather: Fair. Neighborhood patronage.
Population: 2,000,000. Capacity: 480. — Philip
L. Hirsh, Spruce Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

able comment. And, believe it or not, this
picture made money in this small town.
This is very unusual for this type of picture. Played February 16-17. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage, —
J.
Foster Bailey, New Theatre, Coffeeville,
Miss.

(Univ),

business

needed

search

warrant

that liked it. In their time

to find someone
they were

stu-

pendous or sumpin', but pictures have improved so much it's like driving a Model-T.
Played February 5-6-7. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population:
600. Capacity: 230. — W. O. Woody, Stockton
Theatre, Stockton, Mo.

F
FOUR

GIRLS IN WHITE

(M-G-M)

A surprisingly good piece of compact entertainment. No one wanted to walk out on
these four girls. It is a good example of a
swift-moving picture that has some place to
go. All characterizations are well done.
Audience reaction excellent. Business was
way above average. Played February 16.
Weather: Clear and warm. Admission: 4030. General patronage. Population: 3,800.
Capacity: 800. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

FRONTIER

SCOUT

HEART

OF THE NORTH

(FN)

One of the most beautiful color films ever
made. Plenty of action and fine for end of
week. Did average business. Played February 18. Weather: O. K. Admission: 25-10.
Rural patronage. Population: 800. Capacity:
200. — F. L. Clarke, Cozy Theatre, Hazen, Ark.

HEROES

OF THE HILLS (Rep)

Usual very good Republic western. Played January 20-21. Weather: Fair. Admission:
30-10. Rural patronage. Population: 900. Capacity: 228. — W. Clark, Palace Theatre, Fort
Covington, N. Y.

HOMICIDE

BUREAU

(Col)

Well

directed but just another racket picture. Business good on it but not anything
exceptional for Friday and Saturday. Played
February 10-11. Weather: Fair. Admission:
15-10. Population: 23,300. Capacity: 778. —
George S. Ellis, American Theatre, East Liverpool, Ohio.

(GN)

Very good picture with western setting
and a Civil War background. The story has
been well produced and the action is zippy.
Played February 10. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-15-10. General patronage. Population: 8,800. Capacity: 388. — Harry M. Palmer,
Temple Court Theatre, Washington, Ind.

I
IN OLD

MEXICO

(Para)

This series always good. Excellent business. Played February 18. Weather: Good.
Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 3,100. Capacity: 500. — Ritz Amusements, Park Theatre, North Vernon, Ind.

G
GAMBLING

J

SHIP (Univ)

Picture slow moving in parts but it held
up with comedy and action. Business fair.
Patron comment good. Played February 1718. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Population: 23,300. Capacity: 778. — George S.
Ellis, American Theatre, East Liverpool, Ohio.

JOSETTE

GATEWAY

JUST AROUND

(20th-Fox)

Played it late but not late enough. The
poorest picture shown this year. Business
very bad and we couldn't blame them. Played February 13-14. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 700. — Charles F. Dearman, Fox Theatre,
Smithville, Tenn.

(20th-Fox)

This one seems to please the few that
were here. Poor draw. I enjoyed it. Played
February 7-8. Rural patronage. — T. Tomter,
Grand Theatre, Highmore, S. Dak.

(Col)

Good show which we played on Sunday
to far below average business. Played February 19. Weather: O. K. Admission: 25-10.
Rural patronage. Population: 800. Capacity:
200. — F. L. Clarke, Cozy Theatre, Hazen, Ark.

WALTZ

(M-G-M)

Miliza Korjus, was the only
the above cast and deserves

attraction in
much favor-

THE

CORNER

(20th-Fox)

If Shirley is slipping then let's have more
of the slipping stars. One of her best. Am
looking forward to the last one in color.
Played February 19-20. Weather: Cold. Admission: 20-10. Population: 500. Capacity:
250.— H. L. Hyde, Cozy, Geneseo, Kas.

JUST AROUND
GIRLS' SCHOOL

GREAT
but I

a

THE

CORNER

(20th-Fox)

Average Temple picture that pleased the
few Temple fans that are left. This little lady
surely has slipped at the boxoffice. We lost
on this and on "Little Miss Broadway.'' Even
the kids won't come out for her any more.
Too bad. Played January 29-30. Weather:
Good. Admission: 30-10. Small town patronage. Population: 1,700. Capacity: 300. — S. L.
George, Mountain Home Theatre, Mountain
Home, Ida.

BOXOFFICE
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KING KONG

OFF THE RECORD

(RKO), reissue

If you haven't already clayed this reissue
date it now! Played February 16-18. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. Suburban rural
patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 400.
— A. N. Beezley, New Grand Theatre, Littleton, Colo.

KING

OF THE UNDERWORLD

(WB)

A program gangster picture with a different plot than usual. OK for double bill.
Played February 17-18. Weather: Good.
Small town patronage. Population: 2,400.
-— Loyd Pearson, Salem Theatre, Petersburg,
111.

L
LAST WARNING,

(M-G-M)

An unusual story, good acting and fine
singing by Judy Garland make this very entertaining for any type audience. Business
poor. Weather: Snow. Admission: 25-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 1,500.
Capacity: 425. — B. Palmer, Onargo Theatre,
Onargo, 111.

M
TO REMEMBER,

WITH

WINGS

(Para)

A pretty good show with no star value,
consequently business way off. Percentage
rate too high for this type show. Played
February 12-13. Weather: Good. Admission:
35-25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 700.
Capacity: 200. — E. L. Danielson, Castle Theatre, Mabel, Minn.

MYSTERIOUS
Dumbrille

RIDER, THE (Para)
can

25'-10. General patronage. Population: 1,400.
Capacity: 500.— R. L. Hall, Aztec Theatre, Van
Alstyne, Tex.

N
DREW— DETECTIVE

(WB)

This series should gain a nice following
after it really gets started. Pleased 100 per
cent. Played February 20. Weather: Cold.
Neighborhood patronage. Population: 2,000,000. Capacity: 480. — Philip L. Hirsh, Spruce
Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

NEWSBOYS'

HOME

Just fair. Have

(Univ)
seen

a

lot more

convinc-

ing pictures than this one. Edmund Lowe's
acting helps, to save this picture. Audience
reaction like the weather, cold. Admission:
20-15. General patronage. Population: 3,400,000. Capacity: 680. — Frank Blocher, Kimbark Theatre, Chicago, 111.

BOXOFFICE

WITH

THE HARDYS

(M-G-M)

In spite of playing this when it was almost ancient history, we did a good business
and everyone was satisfied. These Judge
Hardy pictures always are a hit in our town
— every one has been played on Friday and
Saturday. Played February 24-25. Small
town patronage. Population: 1,400. — Victor
Mantz, New Ogden Theatre, Ogden, la.

RENFREW
(GN)

OF

THE

GREAT

WHITE

TRAIL

Did better with this than a lot of so-called
specials. No big stars in this one but stories
of the north always, draw good here. Admission: 25-10. Rural and small town patronage.— Harold C. Allison, White Cloud
Theatre, White Cloud, Mich.

ROOM
The

SERVICE
poorest

(RKO)
show

that we

have

played

lor some time, and it seems that you can't
fool the people all the time, because they
sure did not show up for this poor feature.
Played

February 26-28. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 350. — Warren J. Gavin,
Rio Theatre, Stevensville, Mont.

SERVICE

(RKO)

I never did like the Marx Bros, and this is
the worst one I ever saw them in. Business
fair. Played February 14-15. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 360. Capacity: 150. — E. D. Chessman, Baker Theatre, Macclenny, Fla.

s
STABLEMATES

(M-G-M)

This is another hit from Metro. They have
an art of producing hits though. Rooney and
Beery never better. Very good reaction.
Played February 11-12. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,400. Capacity: 500. — R. L. Hall, Aztec
Theatre, Van Alstyne, Tex.

SHOPWORN

go places in action films, if

they let him. One of the best I've ever
played. Almost everyone liked it. Played
February 17-18. Weather: Rainy. Admission:

NANCY

WEST

ROOM

A (RKO)

Splendid picture for any class audience.
No star value but will please everyone once
you get them in. No apologies needed for
this. Played February 15-16. Weather: Cold.
Admission: 25. Family patronage. Population: 6,200. Capacity: 800. — W. R. Paara, DuPage Theatre, Lombard, 111.

MEN

OUT

R

is slightly weak. Frank Jenks' dry humor
saves the day. OK for bargain night. Played February 8-9. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. Rural and small town patronage.
Population: 8,000. Capacity: 500. — Miss Jean
Nott, Sutherland Theatre, Sutherland, la.

MAN

THANKS

(WB)

This is, a fair picture but not good enough
for Sunday draw. Worst Sunday business in
six months. Played February 19-20. Weather:
Good. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 3,100. Capacity: 500. —
Ritz Amusements, Park Theatre, North Vernon, Ind.

THE (Univ)

A little better than the average murder
mystery. Some situations good, though story

LISTEN, DARLING

T

O

K

ANGEL

(Para)

Good picture. Played February 11-12.
Weather: Bad. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage.— Floyd Wolfe, Lynch Theatre, Lynch,
Neb.

SING, YOU

SINNERS

(Para)

Not bad, but not up to par for Crosby. Get
by on a dual. Played February 17-18.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 25. Family patronage. Population: 6,200. Capacity: 800 —
W. R. Paara, DuPage Theatre, Lombard, 111.

STORM

OVER

BENGAL

AND

SHOW

(20th-Fox)

Too silly. My patrons like comedv but
not this kind. Played February 16-17. Weather: Fair and cold. Admission: 25-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 700. — Charles
F. Dearman, Fox Theatre, Smithville, Tenn.

(Para)
power.

Plenty

of walk outs for me. Played February 12-13.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-10. Population:
500. Capacity: 250. — H. L. Hyde, Cozy Theatre, Geneseo, Kas.

THERE

GOES

MY

HEART

(UA)

Very good, many favorable comments. A
couple scenes outstanding. Get behind this
one. Played February 8-9. Weather: Bad.
Admission: 35-25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. — E. L. Danielson,
Castle Theatre, Mabel, Minn.

THREE

LOVES

HAS

NANCY

(M-G-M)

Very good picture, they liked it fine. Played February 18-19. Weather: Bad. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. — Floyd Wolfe,
Lynch Theatre, Lynch, Neb.

TRADE

WINDS

(UA)

Did good business in rainy weather. Played February 6-7. Weather: Rain. Admission: 50-30-10. Colored, farm and city patronage. Population: 6,000. — H. B. Ram, Patricia Theatre, Aiken, S. C.

TROPIC

HOLIDAY

(Para)

Why waste a feature length film when
Burns and Raye parts could have been put
in a one reel comedy. Why not give Burns
a chance. Played February 24-25. Weather:
Fair. Admission: 15-10. Rural patronage.
Population: 600. Capacity: 200. — Nate Bragg,
Opera House, Guide Rock, Neb.

TROPIC

HOLIDAY

(Para)

Those that came, seemed to like it— business poor. Rental altogether too high. Played
February 21-22. Weather: Good. Rural patronage.— T. Tomter, Grand Theatre, Highmore, S. Dak.

V
VALLEY

OF THE GIANTS

(WB)

One of the best outdoor Technicolors put
out. Will please all your fans. Alan Hale
is extra good in this film. Played January
22-23. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10.
General patronage. Population: 1,100. Capacity: 250. — L. A. Howsley, Texan Theatre,
Throckmorton, Tex.

w
WHILE

NEW

YORK

SLEEPS

(20th-Fox)

Average program picture which failed to
draw. Played January 31. Weather: Good.
Admission: 20-10. Rural patronage. — E. M.
Freiburger, Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

WINGS

OF THE NAVY

(WB)

Tops at the boxoffice. Weather: Bad. Admission: 21-11. Small town patronage. Population: 1,700. Capacity: 300. — Glen Dalton,
Rex Theatre, Yale, Okla.

z
ZAZA

(Para)
the poorest picture from

any company the past ten years. Your boxoffice will tell, so lay off this clucker. Played
February

23-24. Weather: Fair. Rural patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 300. —
Hiney and Burris Smith, Imperial Theatre,
Pocahontas, Ark.

ZAZA
PLACE

THE MEMORY

sister. No drawing

This is absolutely

(Rep)

Fair picture but nothing to me at the boxoffice. No names. Foreign stuff no good
here. Played February 12-13. Weather:
Fair. Admission: 20-10. Population: 500. Capacity: 250. — H. L. Hyde, Cozy Theatre, Geneseo, Kas.

STRAIGHT,

FOR

A weak

(Para)

Terrible. Pulled after first day. Patrons
held their nose as they went out. Played
March 3. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10.
Rural and small town patronaae. Population:
1,600. Capacity: 300. — L. Z. Henry, Stuart
Theatre, Stuart, la.
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"I'M FROM MISSOURI" SHOWS LEADING GROSS
AVERAGE

BOSTON

Fenway — Stand Up and Fight (M-G-M); Fast
and Loose (M-G-M), 2nd run
Memorial — Duke of West Point (UA) ; Three
Musketeers
(20th-Fox)
Metropolitan — -Oklahoma Kid (WB); Nancy
Drew, Reporter (FN)
Orpheum — Pygmalion
(M-G-M);
2nd wk. ;
Let Us Live (Col)
Paramount — Same as Fenway
State — Same
as Orpheum

120
140
125
155
105

Broadway — Devil’s Island (WB)
110
Carolina — lee Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
90
Imperial — Oklahoma
Kid
(WB)
105
State — Orphans of the Street (Rep), 1st half.. 100
State — Arizona Legion (RKO),
2nd half
110

CHICAGO
Apollo — Pygmalion (M-G-M), held 7th wk
100
Chicago — Midnight (Para), plus stage show.. 90
Garrick — Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN),
2nd loop wk
90
Oriental — Code of the Streets (Univ); Tail Spin
(20th-Fox), stage show
80
Palace — You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man
(Univ), 2nd wk. ; stage show
85
Roosevelt — Wings of the Navy (WB), 1st half
of wk. ; Little Princess (20th-Fox), 2nd half
of week
100

World

in

85
Other

(GB),

2nd

(UA),

100

wk

Albee — Love Affair (RKO),
held
Capitol — Cafe Society (Para), 2nd wk
Grand — You Can’t Take It With You
return

130
110
(Col),

Keith’s — King of the Turf (UA), held
Lyric —
. . . one-third of a nation . .
(Para)
Cheat

Shubert — Yes,
held

Darling

My

an

Honest

120
120

.

100

Man

Daughter

(M-G-M)
(Para)

70
70

DALLAS
Capitol — Boy Slaves (RKO), 1st halt
Capitol — North of Shanghai (Col), 2nd halt.
Majestic — last and Loose (M-G-M);
Yacht
Club Boys on stage
Melba — Blondie (Col)
Palace — Pygmalion
(M-G-M)
Tower — Made for Bach Other (UA)

. .

125
90
125
100
125
100

DENVER
Broadway — Pygmalion
at the Orpheum.

Navy

(WB),

(M-G-M),

after

Denham — Midnight (Para)
Denver — Topper Takes a Trip (UA)
Orpheum — Love Affair (RKO)
Twelve
Crowded
Hoars (RKO)
Paramount — Let Us Live (Col); Lone
Spy Hunt (Col)

after
a

a

wk.

100
125
115
120
110

Wolf
105

DETROIT
Adams — Service Be Luxe (Univ) ; Newsboys’
Home
(Univ)
60
Cinema — Lady Vanishes (GB), 2nd wk
85
Fox — Tail Spin (20th-Fox), plus stage show.. 120
Michigan — Made for Each Other (UA); Secret
Service of the Air (WB)
80
Palms-State — Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN),
after one wk. at Michigan; . . . one-third of
a nation (Para)
90
United Artists — Pygmalion (M-G-M)
95

INDIANAPOLIS
Alamo — Outlaws’

Paradise

Plane (Mono), 1st half
Alamo — Where the Buffalo
2nd half

(Sup);

75

Apollo — Little Princess (20th-Fox)
Circle — Sudden Money
(Para), plus stage
show
Indiana — Love Affair (RKO)
Loew’s — Huckleberry Finn (M-G-M)
Lyric — Blackwell’s Island (FN), plus stage
show

80

Esquire — Pygmalion
Midland — Stagecoach
(Col)

84

Love

Affair

(dual) — Los Angeles. .200

Three Smart
New York
Stand Up
Boston
Love

Girls

Haven. .210

Grow

and Fight

Up —

(dual) —
155

Affair — Kansas

City

OKLAHOMA

150
Criterion--The

Ice Follies
Omaha

of 1939

Oklahoma

(dual) —

Other

(dual) —
130

Kid

(dual) — Omaha.... 130

Roam

(Mono),

Yes, My Darling
Cincinnati

Daughter —

EXTENDED

You Can’t
Pittsburgh.

Cheat

an

Honest

Man,

3rd

York.

65

100
95

100
120

CITY

(M-G-M),
2nd run
(UA) ; First Offenders

Newman — I’m From
Missouri (Para), world
premiere
300
Orpheum — Love Affair (RKO), held over
150
Tower — Spirit of Culver (Univ) ; Kisky Business (Univ)
90
Uptown — Little Princess (20th-Fox), holdover.. 75

80
70

stage

show

100
125
75
175
125
200
80
100

190
70
150
100
135
125

100
125
105
80
85
100
100

100
80
90

115
135
130

(Univ),

Hal

Kemp’s

.

.

150
100
95
120
60
100

Alvin — Spirit of Culver (Univ)
Barry — Bullets or Ballots (WB), revival;
Flight to Fame
(Col)
Fulton — You
Can’t Cheat an Honest
Man
(Univ), 3rd wk. (3 days); The Little Princess (20th-Fox), 1st wk
Penn — Honolulu (M-G-M)
Senator — YTou Can’t Take It With You (Col),
return for 1 wk
Stanley — Fast and Loose (M-G-M);
Benny
Goodman
stage show
Warner — Four Girls in White (M-G-M);
Persons in Hiding (Para)

PORTLAND,
Broadway — Yes,

My

Darling

60
85

140
90
70
130
90

ORE.
Daughter

(FN) ;

Newsboys’ Home
(Univ)
120
Mayfair — Stagecoach (UA); Society Smugglers
(Univ), 3rd wk
110
Orpheum — The Oklahoma
Kid (WB); Beauty
for the Asking (RKO)
100
Paramount — Love Affair (RKO);
North of
Shanghai (Col)
100
United Artists — Pygmalion
(M-G-M), 2nd wk. .130

LAKE

Centre — Stagecoach (UA)
Paramount — Made
for Each

CITY
Other

(UA)

Studio — Pygmalion
(M-G-M),
2nd wk
Utah — Never Say Die (Para): Ride a Crooked
Mile (Para) ; personal appearance of Martha
Raye
Victory — Mr. Moto on Danger Island (20thFox); Zaza (Pa.ra)

125
105
105

100
105

SEATTLE

HAVEN
75
120
80
210

ORLEANS

Center — Inside Story (20th-Fox)
Globe — Stand Up and Fight (M-G-M)
Liberty — Heart of the North (FN)
Orpheum — Love Affair (RKO)

120
70

60
115
120

(Para)
Stanley— Cafe Society (Para)
Stanton — King of Chinatown (Para)

SALT

MINNEAPOLIS

NEW

50

PITTSBURGH

MILWAUKEE

College — First Offenders (Col); Pacific Liner
(RKO),
7 y2 days
Loew-Poli — Huckleberry Finn (M-G-M);
Let
Us Live (Col), 7 days
Paramount — Grand Illusion (SR); Comet Over
Broadway
(FN), 6% days
Roger Sherman — Love Affair (RKO);
Secret
Service of the Air (WB), 7 days

featuring

Karlton — Stagecoach (UA)
Keith’s — Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Palace —
. . . one third of a nation .

LOS ANGELES

Aster — Devil's Island (WB); Arizona Wildcat
(20th-Fox)
Century — The Beachcomber
(Para)
Gopher — Duke of West Point (UA)
Orpheum — Trade Winds
(UA)
State — Cafe Society (Para)
Time — Assassin of Youth (SR), 2nd wk
World — Pygmalion
(.M-G-M), 3rd wk

days..

PHILADELPHIA

with
Orch

Little Theatre — Club de Femmes
Palace — Moonlight Sonata (Malmar); Woman
Doctor
(Rep)
Riverside — The Lone Wolf Spy Hunt (Col);
Jan Garber and George Givot on stage
Strand — Stagecoach (UA) ; Nancy Drew, Reporter (FN)
Warner — Made for Each Other (UA) ; The
Great Man Votes (RKO)
Wisconsin — The
Little Princess (20th-Fox);
Charlie Chan in Honolulu (20th-Fox)

6

Aldine — Prison Without Bars (UA)
Boyd — Love Affair (RKO)
Earle — Gunga
Din (RKO)
Fox — Yrou Can’t Cheat an Honest Man

wk.,

Chinese — Wife, Husband
and Friend (20thFox); Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)
Downtown — Oklahoma
Kid (WB) ; Adventures
of Jane Arden (WB)
Four Star — Pygmalion
(M-G-M), 13th wk
Hillstreet — Love Affair (RKO);
The Last
Warning
(Univ)
Hollywood — Same as Downtown
Pantages — Same
as Hillstreet
Paramount — Ne\er Say Die (Para), plus
stage show
State — Same as Chinese

85

CITY
(Para),

Brandeis — Love Affair (RKO);
The Saint
Strikes Back (RKO), 2nd wk
Omaha — Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M) ; Charlie
Chan in Honolulu (20th-Fox)
Orpheum — Oklahoma
Kid (WB) ; The Three
Musketeers (20th-Fox)

RUNS

New

100
75
100
125

OMAHA

130

Pygmalion, 15th wk., New
York
City;
13th wk., Los Angeles; 7th wk., Chicago;
3rd wk., Minneapolis, Seattle.
Blackwell’s Island, 3rd wk.,
Crisis, 3rd wk.. New York.

Beachcomber

Liberty — Lost Patrol (RKO);
Star of Midnight (RKO), both reissues, 7 days
Midwest — Wings of the Navy (WB)
Plaza — Pygmalion
(M-G-M), moveover from,
Midwest
State — Western
Jamboree
(Rep); Mr. Wong,
Detective (Mono)
Tower — Honolulu (M-G-M), moveover from
Criterion

135

Made for Each
Milwaukee

CITY

Radio City Music Hall — Love Affair (RKO),
plus stage show
120
Rivoli — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ).. .200
Roxy — Little Princess (20th-Fox), 2nd wk.,
plus stage show
95
Strand — Oklahoma
Kid (WB), 2nd wk., plus
stage show
100

200

NEW

Mystery
'

KANSAS

(dual) — New

130

Allen — The Beachcomber
(Para), 2nd wk
125
Hippodrome — Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
115
Palace — Wife, Husband and Friend (20th-Fox);
Stage: Vincent Lopez and his stage show... 115

Aladdin — Wings of the
week at the Denver

300

Affair

YORK

80
100
125
95

Astor — Pygmalion
(M-G-M),
15th wk
Capitol — Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Criterion — Fast and Loose (M-G-M), 2nd wk.
Globe — Blackwell’s Island (FN), 3rd wk
Paramount — King of Chinatown
(Para), plus
stage show

120

(FN),

CLEVELAND

State — Ice Follies of 1939
Stillman — St. Louis Blues

NEW

City

Love

85

CINCINNATI

Palace — You Can’t
(Univ), held

Top Hits of the Week
I’m From Missouri — Kansas
(world premiere)

Honolulu

Kaeh

Playhouse — Pagliacci

Regent — Professor Mamloek
(SR)
Saenger — Beachcomber
(Para)
State — Stagecoach (UA)
Tudor — Persons in Hiding (Para)

155

CHARLOTTE

State-Lake — Charlie Chan
(20th-Fox), stage show
United Artists — Made
for
held 2nd wk

IS 100%

90
100
90
100

Blue Mouse — You Can’t Cheat an Honest
Man
(Univ); Fisherman’s Wharf
(RKO),
2nd wk.
Moved over from Orpheum
Fifth Avenue — Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M);
Beauty for the Asking (RKO)
Liberty — King of the Turf (UA) ; Homicide
Bureau
(Col)
Music Box — Pygmalion
(M-G-M),
3rd wk
Orpheum — Oklahoma
Kid (WB);
Bum
’Em
Up O’Connor (M-G-M)
Palomar — Pirates of the Skies (Univ); Navy
Secrets
(Mono);
vaudeville headed
by
Norvell
Paramount — Wife, Husband, Friend (20th-Fox),
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)

BOXOFFICE

100
90
85
90
95
85
90

:: April 1, 1939

from page 81)

scientific design which enables banks to
cater to autoists; miniature model of the
Mississippi to study flood control; automobile testing grounds; a pre-planted lawn
which one can set up in the back yard,
and a brief snatch of how men are trained
for the submarine service.

Vitaphone (Merrie Melody) 7 Mins.
Humor content of this cartoon is not up
to par for this series. But it’s just as
daffy as the others with a couple of good
laughs. A hungry caveman and his
dinosaur sets out to find some breakfast.
He runs into Daffy Duck and a series of
misadventures. The ending is quite ducky.

Clock Wise
RKO

(Edgar Kennedy

Comedies)

Gems

16 Mins.

Ranch

of the Orient

Edgar Kennedy’s sufferings reach a new
high in this vignette of family trouble and

Modern Film (Travelogue) 9 Mins.
Done in Cinecolor with John S. Martin

the result is a hilarious bit of comedy. It’s
ludicrous and whacky, but Kennedy’s
emoting will register solidly with audiences for hearty laughs. This time, Kennedy’s father-in-law has devised a grandfather’s clock with a gadget that sets drums
to beating when the hour strikes. Naturally, the thing almost drives Edgar bugs
and there is much confusion as he unsuccessfully attempts to dispose of it. Bert
Gilroy directed.

handling the narration, this subject covers Hong Kong and Siam, in which the
highlights and customs of the natives are
shown in all their simplicity. It is well
handled and was accorded a nice reception at the Rivoli, on Broadway. There
will be seven more in the series, such as

Vitaphone (Your True Adventure)

Floyd Gibbons comes through with another exciting yarn. This one takes place
on a small island in Jamaica Bay where
a group of kids is playing pirates. One of
the youngsters is captured and tied to a
stake with a heavy chain. The youngsters forget about the tide which keeps
rising and threatens to drown their companion. They become panicky when their
efforts fail, but a police boat arrives on
time. The story is rather shy on suspense, but is well-told.

Dual

Merhabies

Personalities

RKO

women aren’t worth duelling over and
they frame the combat. Darla, however,
fools them and walks off with Waldo.

Imperial Delhi
M-G-M (FitzPatrick Traveltalk) 8 Mins.
Despite the fact that Delhi has some
of the architectural wonders of India, it
doesn’t make a very good subject for Fitzpatrick’s colorful camera. The absence
of an attractive landscape hurts. Most
colorful scene is the county fair and the
jumpers. Others are the Tower of Victory, skilled ivory craftsmen and Delhi
street scenes.
BOXOFFICE

9 Mins.

Write Today -SENSATIONAL

Theatre GIVEAWAY

Before

a More

10,000
TICKETS
And

C/3

9 Mins.

be good for plenty of guffaws. In addition, Benchley is quite an actor himself.
It rates special billing.

programs.

Never

(Robert Benchley)

This should prove to be a popular subject for any program. It’s a delightfully
humorous account of the pressing problem of how to do everything one wants to
during lunch hour. Benchley is a keen
observer and the short is filled with a
number of human touches which should

It’s a Silly Symphony and a novel idea
at that. Merbabies is a combination of
baby mermaids and their cavortings at the
bottom of the ocean make for good fun
and entertainment. The color and music
are tops. Good for adult as well as juvenile

M-G-M
-(Our Gang)
10 Mins.
Alfalfa and Butch are at it again in a
fairly amusing comedy. The rivalry over
Darla flares anew. Alfalfa is hypnotized
at a demonstration and he believes he is
D’Artagnan. While under the spell, he
challenges Butch to a duel. When he
snaps out of it, he learns of what he has
done. But Butch agrees with him that

(Disney Cartoon)

Romeo

An Hour lor Lunch
M-G-M

12 Mins.

House

RKO (Whitley’s Western Musical) 17 Mins.
Where the patrons like western crooners,
Ray Whitley and his singing buckaroos fill
the bill acceptably. In order to stretch
this out to the two-reels, there is, regretably, some sort of a story about a ranch
and a gold mine which means nothing except as an interlude between numbers. To
make the general air of incongruity complete, a blonde number in evening clothes
is introduced into the proceedings.

“Call of Hawaii,” “Little Known Lands,”
“California Today,” “African Jamboree,”
“Greyhounds of the Deep,” “Mexico” and
“Valley of Fire.” Educational, as well as
first class, entertainment.

Chained

His

Vitaphone (Melody Masters) 10 Mins.
Artie Shaw demonstrates why his band
is among the top money-earners in his
business. The orchestra has plenty of
rhythm while Shaw and his clarinet playing already is well-known to music lovers.
The boys don’t go in for any flashy showmanship. They swing right into “Begin
the Beguine,” and Helen Forrest renders
the vocal on “Let’s Stop the Clock,”
Shaw’s clarinet is featured in “Non-Stop
Flight” and the concluding number has
Tony
singing
“Pross-Tschai.” This
should Pastor
click with
audiences.

Daffy Duck and the
Dinosaur

Popular Science
(Continued

REVIEWS

SUBJECT

SHORT

Artie Shaw and
Orchestra

A
V

Complete

Deal —

3,000
HANDBILLS

This 1939 Model

HOLLYWOOD
MOTOR BYKE
Plus— A

SPECIAL
For Only

Free Action Trailer

B.
Chicago

$99.00
Chic
• • • •

Royal Hollywood
Industries
845 S. Wabash Ave.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

••••

Use

Your

Merchants!
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PRACTICAL

Patriotic Groups
—

Tieups

with

patriotic

groups helped get “Spirit of Culver” off
to a good start at the Circle. The American Legion, the Gold Star Mothers, the
Culver Military Academy
ured in the campaign.

and

others

For the lobby stunt, there was a large
display consisting of a letter to be sent to
President Roosevelt, in which it was stated that the writers had seen the picture
and pledged themselves to the defense of
America. A huge open book was available
for all who desired to sign their names.
The campaign was given added impetus
when the governor endorsed the picture
and set aside the week of playing time as
“Spirit of Culver Week.” In conjunction,
an honor student from the academy was
inducted to act as Mayor, and the Culver
Alumnae Club got together a parade of
flags and

plug-

Ed

Muehlman

played

up

the

patriotic angle in “The Duke of West
Point” by turning over the management
of the Lindy in Philadelphia to a boy
scout troop for two days. Handiwork and
artcraft by the scouts were o?i display in
the Lindy lobby for several weeks.

•

A

campaign

dealing

with

the

educa-

tional phases of “Gunga Din” was worked
out by Frank Shaffer, manager of Warner’s Dixie in Staunton, Va. The quiz was
carried in the weekly publications of Mary
Baldwin College and Staunton Military
Academy and in the daily paper of a
local high school. Guest tickets were
given for the first 15 correct answers.

•

A clown handed out cold drinks, salted
peanuts and pea7iut butter sandwiches in
the lobby of the Princess, Nashville, Te7in.,
a week before the opening of “Peck’s Bad
Boy With the Circus.” It was Assistant
Manager Ben Sweeney’s idea.

•

“There is no Match” for “Huckleberry
Finn,” read a circular featuring Mickey
Rooney, which was handed out at the
Lyric, Port Neches, Tex., managed by W.
S. Samuel. To the circular was glued a
burned match.

•

Monogram’s

of ties by the Capital
the May

Company,

department
window

had

86

another
a

Co. in

of the largest

Boy.”

portion

similar

stills devoted

“Gangster’s

Neckwear

one

stores in Los Angeles.

visible here,

scene

“Mr.

Detective,” was given prominent position in this window display

to

Not

of the

layout,

with

Monogram’s

in the picture.”

Loew's Publicity Unit
Busy on Novelties
miniature diapers as part of “Made for
Each Other” exploitation, 100,000 per-

Caldwell, manager of the Loew’s Valentine there, attracting much attention for
the UA picture.

fumed paper handkerchiefs for “Pygmalion” audiences, 25,000 leis to push
“Honolulu,” 40,000 “Lone Ranger” neck-

cars

covered

the one in the March issue of the American Kennel Gazette that deals with Walt

Wong,

Mrs. Ferdinand’s neck I hung a sign
reading: ‘Ferdinand Done Me Wrong.’
When I went to get the photographer
to make this picture one of the local
‘Dead E?id’ kids swiped the sign. For
your information, I am the one on top

copy for “Made for Each Other” were
se?it out on a tour of Toledo by Wally

Married”

For the Lobby

A panel of stills from

‘Ferdinand the Bull’
here last week,” writes B. E. Garner of
the Arcadia at Ranger, Tex., “I couldn’t
get a real bull so I got the next best
thing, a female bull, and promoted the
drugstore for three little Ferdinands.
These little bulls I placed immediately
under the female Ferdinand, each one
rared up working o?i a faucet. Around

New York — All in a day’s work at Loew’s.
The publicity department is using 5,000

“Just

New York — A magazine article that
should make an attractive lobby display is

Break —

BulIl—played
No“When

with

Tivo

Window

SHOWMEN

•
Manager

Legion cooperated by selling specially printed tickets for the opening performance, at which time it put on a show
of its own with two bands leading the
procession.

with

PRACTICAL

■pHE Orpheum in Kansas City tied in
with the Journal in a contest for “Love
Affair,” in which cash and ticket prizes
were given to those forming the most
four-letter words out of the letters in the
name of Charles Boyer, male star of the
film.

fig-

The

15 cars, all covered
ging the picture.

BY

NUGGETS

Help "Culver"
Indianapolis

IDEAS

Disney’s “Society Dog Show.” The article
opens the way for numerous theatre-kennel club tieups. Official dog show dates
are listed along with names of members of
the American Kennel Club.

Heads

Premium

chocolate

samples

for “Topper.”

Shaver Premium

Aide

Chicago — Special promotional material
has been developed by the Sterling Shaver
Corp. for exhibitors
electric shavers as

using the company’s
premiums. Included

are displays, handbills and attendance
cards, supplied free to contracting theatre
men.

Branch

Chicago — Claude Swem, for 12 years on
the west coast, has been named general
manager of the new Chicago branch of
Royal

ties, pistols, 20 stagecoachs for “Stagecoach,” 100,000 samples of caramels advertising “Huckleberry Finn,” and 50,000

Hollywood Industries. The company features the Hollywood Motor Byke,
a theatre contest premium. Another item
is a toy cowboy gun for the juvenile trade.

Matinees

With Tea

Chicago — And now it is tea and wafers
at the Esquire Theatre. The new idea is
being used daily every afternoon from 4
to 5 o’clock, with tea being served in the
lobby of the theatre.
EOXOFFICE
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Alphabetical Index to™ Hooking
TO
GUIDE
A
This Index is designed as
whn
ovV^hi'inra who
«nr exhibitors
„„ a_ time saving guide for
know the title of a feature, but do not recall the producer or distributor. All features listed here appear in the BOOKING CHART
Mexicali Rose (Rep) Apr. 1
Midnight (Para) Mar. 11
in release week squares alongside the proper company headMr. Moto’s Last Warning
ings. The date following title is issue of review. Number at end
(20th-Fox) July 30
of line is production number.
Mr. Moto on Danger Island
A
Adventure

in the Sahara (Col)
. ..9028
Dec. 24
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(M-G-M)
Feb. 18
923
Adventures of Jane Arden
321
(WB) Feb. 18
Almost a Gentleman
(RKO)
930
Mar. 11
3820
(Para) Jan. 21
Ambush
(FN)
Faces
Dirty
With
Angels
351
Oct. 29
Annabel Takes a Tour (RKO)
• 993
Oct. 22
982
Arizona Legion (RKO) Jan. 14..
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)
929
Nov. 12
Arkansas Traveler (Para) Oct. 8.3806
Arrest Bulldog Drummond
3812
(Para) Nov. 26
8012
Asking for Trouble (GB)

B

(Para) . . 3833
Heaven
Back Door
3.3863
Beachcomber, The (Para) Dec.
Beauty for the Asking (RKO)
915
Jan. 28
Big Town Czar (Univ)
4
Mar.
(FN)
Island
ll’s
Blackwe
to

Blondie
Blondie

(Col)
Meets

Nov. 5. ••;•••••■
the Boss (Col)

9011

9J1
Jan. 21
Boy Slaves (RKO)
382-1
Feb. 4
Boy Trouble (Para)
Boys Reformatory (Mono)
Serenade (M-G-M) . . .
Broadway
Bronze Buckaroo (Sack)
35o
Brother Rat (FN) Oct. 22
Secret
Bulldog Drummond’s
8
Police (Para)
)
Burn ’Em Dp O’Connor (M-G-M
919
14
Jan.

C

Cafe Society (Para) Feb.
California Frontier (Col)

3826

11

-8206
. . .

Dec. 24
M)
Calling Dr. Kildare (M-GCaptain Fury (DA)
Charlie Chan in Honolulu
928
(20th-Fox) Dec. 24
Christmas Carol, A (M-G-M)
91 *
Dec. 17
29 .. • ■ 31*
Cipher Bureau (GN) Get.
909
.
29.
Oct.
M)
(M-GCitadel, The
(20th-Fox) . . . • -8012
Climbing High
818
3..
Dee.
(Rep)
rs
Come On Range
(FN)
Comet Over Broadway
Dec# 17
Convict’s Code (Mono) Feb.
Cowboy and the Lady (DA)
Nov. 26
Crashing

Through

18.3822
_

(GN)

D

E
Side

of

Heaven

(Dniv) ....

Everybody’s Baby
(20th-Fox)
Dec. 3
Exile Express (GN) Feb. 18
Exposed (Dniv) Nov. 26

935
301
3032

F
Fast and Loose (M-G-M) Feb. 18. 924
Family Next Door (Dniv)
Federal Man-Hunt
(Rep)
Jan. 14
820
Feud of the Range (Metropolitan)
Fighting Thoroughbreds (Rep)
Jan. 21
80S
First Offenders (Col) Mar. 11.. 9030
Fisherman’s
Feb. 4

Wharf

(RKO)

Five of a Kind (20th-Fox)
Oct. 15
Fixer Dugan
(RKO)
Flight to Fame
(Col)
Flirting With Fate (M-G-M)
Dec. 3
Flying Irishman (RKO)
Mar. 11

BOXOFFICE

G
Gambling Ship (Dniv) Dec. 24. .3023
Gang Bullets (Mono) Dec. 10.... 3818
Gangster’s Boy (Mono) Nov. 12.. 3801
G-Dog
(RKO)
923
Ghost Town Riders (Dniv)
3054
Girl Downstairs (M-G-M) Dec. 31 916
Girls on Probation (FN) Oct. 29.. 369
Going Places (FN) Dec. 24
359
Great Man Votes (RKO) Jan. 14 913
Great Waltz (M-G-M)
Nov.
Guilty Trails (Dniv)
Gun Packer (Mono) Nov. 19
Gunga Din (RKO)
Jan. 28

12..

908
3052
3851
912

H
Hard to Get (WB)
Nov. 12
310
Harlem Rides the Range (Sack)
Heart of the North (FN) Dec. 17 362
His Exciting Night (Dniv)
Dec. 10
3036
Home
on the Prairie (Rep)
Feb. 18
842
Homicide Bureau (Col) Feb. 11.9035
Honolulu (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
922
Honor of the West (Dniv)
3055
Hound of the Baskervilles
(20th-Fox)

Apr.

1

I
I Am
a Criminal (Mono) Dec.
I’m From Missouri (Para)
Mar. 25

3 3812

I Stand Accused (Rep) Oct. 22.
I Was a Convict (Rep) Feb. 25
Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Mar. 11

3830
806
824
925

Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)
Feb. 4.
If I Were King (Para) Oct. 1... 920
3810
Illegal Traffic (Para) Nov. 5.. 3809
In Early Arizona (Col)
9211
Inside Story (20th-Fox) Oct. 22
.934
Inspector Homleigh
(RKO) ...
.945

I

Jesse James (20th-Fox) Jan. 21.
Just Around the Corner (20thFox) Nov. 5

915

K
Kentucky
(20th-Fox) Dec.
Kid From
Texas (M-G-M)
King of Chinatown (Para)
Mar. 11

921

24..

923
929
3827

844
919
922
9026
914
919

317
Lady and the Mob (Col) Mar. 11.9013
Lady Vanishes (WB)
Oct. 15. . .8010
Lady’s From
Kentucky, The
(Para)
3834
Last Express (Dniv) Oct. 22.... 3028
Last AVarning (Dniv) Dec. 10... 3027
Law
Comes to Texas (Col)
9214
Law of the Texan (Col) Oct. 29.8285
Law West of Tombstone (RKO)
Nov. 19
909
Lawless A’alley (RKO)
Nov. 5. . .
Let Freedom
Ring (M-G-M)
Feb. 25
Let Ds Live (Col) Feb. 18
Listen Darling (M-G-M) Oct. 22..
Little Adventuress (Col)
Little Orphan Annie (Para)
Dec. 3
Little Pal (Mono)
Little Princess (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
Little Tough Guys in Society
(Dniv) Nov. 26
Lone Star Pioneers (Col)
Lone AVolf Spy Hunt (Col)
Jan. 28
Long
Inst
Love
Lucky

Shot (GN) Dec. 31
Patrol (RKO)
Affair (RKO)
Mar.
Night

(M-G-M)

981
926
9007
904
9020
3814
3828
932
3011
9213
9014
313

18

916
933

M
Mad Miss Manton (RKO) Oct. 15 906
Made for Each Other (DA)
Man
From
Texas (Mono)
3864
Man to Remember
(RKO)
Oct. 8 905
Men AVith AVings (Para) Oct. 29.. 3808

843
3828
926
937
9029

My Wife’s Relatives (Rep)
Mar. 11
Mysterious Miss X (Rep) Jan.

810
21 809

Mysterious Mr. Moto (20th-Fox)
June 4
912
Mysterious Rider (Para) Sept. 24.3807
Mystery of Mr. AVong (Mono)
Mar. 18
3806
Mystery of the AA'hite Room
(Dniv) Apr. 1
3037
Mystery Plane (Mono) Mar. 4. . . . 3809

N
Nancy
Nancy
Jan.

Drew,
Drew,
28

Detective (WB)...
Reporter (FN)

319
372

Navy Secrets (Mono) Feb. 18... 3805
Never Say Die (Para) Mar. 11.. 3832
Newsboys Home
(Univ) Jan. 28.. 3015
Next Time I Marry (RKO)
Dec. 10
910
North of Shanghai (Col) Mar. 11.9038
North of Yukon
(Col)
9205

o

Off the Record (AVB) Jan. 28... 314
Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Mar. 18 . . . 308
On Trial (AVB) Mar. 25
323
One Third of a Nation (Para)
Feb. 11
3825
Only Angels Have AVings (Col) . .
Orphans of the Street (Rep)
Dec. 17
819
Out AVest AA'ith the Hardys
(M-G-M)
Nov. 26

936

King of the Turf (DA) Feb. 18
King of the Dnderworld
(WB)
Jan. 14

Victory (FN) Mar. 11... 354
Dark
Dawn Patrol (WB) Dec. 24
303
Disbarred (Para) Jan. 14
3818
Dodge City (WB)
304
Down on the Farm
(20th-Fox)
Oct. 15
820
Dramatic School (M-G-M)
Dec. 15
9lf>
Drifting Westward
(Mono)
Mar. 25
3854
Duke of West Point (DA) Dec. 24

East

For Love or Money (Dniv)
Forged Passport (Rep) Feb. 11.. 823
Four Girls in White (M-G-M)
Jan. 21
921
Frog, The (GB)
. . 8011
Frontier Scout (GN) Sept. 17 . . 325
. .9212
Frontiers of ’49 (Col) Mar. 11
Frontiersman (Para) Nov. 26.
. .3856

(20th-Fox) Mar. 18
My Son Is a Criminal (Col)
Mar. 18

Hhatt

913

P
Pacific Liner (RKO)
Dec. 31... 914
Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox)
Nov. 19
931
Paris Honeymoon
(Para)
Dec. 24
3821
Peck’s Bad Boy With
(RKO)
Nov. 26

the

Circus
948

Peg of Old Drury (Tri-Nat’l) . . .
Persons in Hiding (Para) Jan. 28.3823
Phantom
Stage (Dniv)
3056
Pirates of the Skies (Dniv)
3033
Prairie Justice (Dniv)
3053
Prairie Nights (Col)
Pride of the Navy (Rep) Jan. 28. 822
Prison Without Bars (DA) Feb. 25
Pygmalion

(M-G-M)

Dec.

11....

980

R
Red River Range (Rep)
Return of the Cisco Kid
(20th- Fox)
Rhythm
of the
Nov. 26
Ride a Crooked
Dec. 10

Saddle
Mile

864

(Rep)

940

Stagecoach

(DA)

Feb.

11

Stand Dp and Fight (M-G-M)
Jan- 7
918
Star of Midnight (RKO)
reissue
Star Reporter (Mono) Feb. 25.. 3822
Storm, The (Dniv) Nov. 5
3016
Storm Over Bengal (Rep) Nov. 19 807
Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox)
938
Story of A’ernon and Irene
Castle (RKO)
838
Strange Case of Dr. Meade (Col)
Oct. 29
9023
Strange Faces (Dniv) Dec. 10. . .30.35
Streets of New
York (Mono) ... 3802
Submarine Patrol (20th-Fox)
Nov. 5
909
Sudden Money
(Para) Mar. 25
Suez (20th-Fox) Oct. 22
913
Sundown on the Prairie (Mono).. 3862
Sunset Murder Case (GN)
345
Sunset Trail (Para) Oct. 29
3857
Sweepstakes Winner (FN)
373
Sweetheart of Sigma Chi (Mono)
reissue
3827
Sweethearts (M-G-M)
Dec. 24...
Swing, Sister, Swing (Dniv)
Bee. 17
Swing That
Nov.

Cheer

(Dniv)

19

Tail Spin
Tarnished
Terror of

3026

T

(20th-Fox)
Angel (RKO)
Oct.
Tiny Town
(Col)

July 30
Texas Stampede
(Col)
Thanks for Everything
Fox) Dec. 10
Thanks for the
Nov. 12
The Hardys
There
Oct. Goes
1

925
907

29.

9050
9204
(20th-

Memory

917

(Para)

38H

Ride High
My
Heart

(M-G-M)
(DA)

There’s That AA’oman Again
(Col) Dec. 17
They Made Her a Spy (RKO)
Mar. 25

9006
920

They Made Me a Criminal (AA'B)
Jan. 7
Three Musketeers (20th- Fox)
Feb. 11
Three Smart Girls Grow
Dp
(Dniv) Mar. 25
Thundering West (Col)
Titans of the Deep (GN)
Torn Sawyer, Detective (Para)
Bee. 24
To the Rescue (GN)
Topper Takes a Trip (DA) Jan.
Torchy Gets Her Man (AVB)

3816
328
7
318
371
3819

3815

12

(Para)

Mar. 11
Crowded
Feb.

Hours

Wl-13
3854
983

(RKO)

18

917

U

Dndereover Agent (Mono)
Dnion Pacific (Para)
Dp

the

River

AA'anted

by

307
927
3001
9203
326

Oct. 15
Torchy in Chinatown (FN)
Tough Kid (Mono) Jan. 14
Trade AA'inds (DA) Dec. 31
Trigger Pals (GN) Jan. 21
Trigger Smith (Mono)
Trouble in Sundown
(RKO)

s

910
3021

7108

Ride ’Em Cowgirl (GN) Jan. 28.AV1-2
Rio Grande (Col)
9202
Risky Business (Dniv) Mar. 11.. 3029
Road Demon
(20th-Fox) Aug. 27. 918
Romance
of the Redwoods (Col) .
Rolling AVestward (Mono)
3863
Rough Riders Roundup
(Rep)
Mar. 25
853

(20th-Fox)

W

Scotland

3824

Nov.

12 924

Yard

918

(Mono)
3829
AA'ater Rustlers (GN) Ala r. 18..AV1-1
AVestern Jamboree (Rep) Dec. 24 841
AVhere the Buffalo Roam
(Mono)

17
863
in French (Para) Nov. 26.3813
Service of the Air (Am)
11
320
of a Nurse (Dniv)
19
3022

Oct. 29
3860
AVliile New- York Sleeps (20thFox) Oct. 22
922
AVliispering Enemies (Col) Jan. 7
AVife, Husband and Friend (20thFox) Feb. 18
930
AA'ild Horse Canyon (Mono)

St. Louis Blues (Para) Jan.
Saint Strikes Back (RKO)
Feb. 18
Santa Fe Stampede (Rep)
Dec.
Say It
Secret
Feb.
Secrets
Nov.

RELEASES

CURRENT

28.. 3822

Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Mar. 25
927
Service DeLuxe
(Dniv) Oct. 22.. 3013
Shadow’s Over Shanghai (GN)
Sept. 17
311
Sharpshooters (20th-Fox) Sept. 24 916
Shine On, Harvest Moon (Rep) . . 852
Shining Hour (M-G-M) Nov. 19.. 912
Silver on the Sage (Para) Feb. 18 3858
Sisters, The (AA'B) Oct. 8
302
Smiling Along (20th-Fox) Dec. 17 933
Smoky
Trails (Metropolitan)...
Society Lawyer (M-G-M) Apr. 1 930
Society Smugglers (Dniv)
Mar. 11
3024
Song of the Buckaroo (Mono)
Jan. 14
3861
Son of Frankenstein (Dniv)
Jan. 21
Spirit of Culver
Spring Madness
Nov. 26

(Dniv) Mar.
(M-G-M)

4.. 3014
911

Jan.

7

3852

AA’ings of the Navy (AA'B) Jan. 21
AA'inner Take All (RKO) Feb. 25
AAitliin the Law
(M-G-M)
Mar. 18

309
939
928

AA’oman Doctor (Hep) Feb. 4. . . .808
Women
in the AAind (AA'B)
Feb. 4
316
Wuthering Heights (DA) Apr. 1

Y
Yes, My Darling
Fel>. 11

Daughter

(FN)
357

You Can’t Cheat an Honest
Man
(Dniv) Feb. 25
3005
Young Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Oct. 22
907
Young in Heart (DA) Nov. 12..

Z
Zaza (Para) Jan. 7
Zenoltia (DA) Mar. 18

3819
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CURRENT

Columbia
ALL-STAR

No.

Apr.

21, ’39

(17%)
Mar. 24, ’39
Home
on the Range
(17)
Dec. 9
Many
Sappy Returns (18) . . .Aug. 19
Mutiny on the Body
(17)
Not Guilty Enough (18)
Pie A La Maid (18)
With Charley Chase.
Sue My Lawyer
(17)
Swing You Swingers

Feb. 10, ’39
Sept. 30
Dec. 23

(18)
With Andy Clyde.
The Nightshirt Bandit
The Sap Takes a Sap

Jan.

(15%)
COLOR

Sept. 10
20, ’39

(18) .. .Oct. 28
Mar.

10, ’39

Little Moth’s Big
Midnight Frolics

Flame
(8)

Peaceful Neighbors
The Animal Cracker
(7)
The Frog Pond (7)

(7).. Not. 3
Not. 24

(8) . .Jan. 26, ’39
Circus
Sept. 23
Ang. 12

Gorilla Hunt
(..)..
COLUMBIA
TOUR

Bermuda

Isle of Paradise

.Feb.

24, ’39

(10) .Not.

4

Big Town
Commuters
(9) . Feb. 3, ’39
Province of Quebec (10)
Dec. 15
COMMUNITY

SING

No. 11(10)
Songs of Yesteryear.
No. 12 (10)
Scotch Songs.
No.
No.

Aug.

26

Sept. 15

7 (10)
8 (10)
Third Series

Mar. 24, ’39
Apr. 21, ’39

No. 1 College Songs (10)
No. 2 South Seas (10)

Oct. 1
Oct. 4

No. 3 Season’s Idea (11) ...... .Dec. 2
No. 4 Girls’ Names
(..)
Dec. 30
No. 5 Friendship Songs
(10)
No. 6 Moon

Jan.
(10) . . . .Feb.

Songs

KRAZY

27, ’39
24, ’39

KAT

Golf Chumps
( . .)
Gym
Jams
(7)
Hot Dogs on Ice (7)

Apr. 6, ’39
Sept. 9
Oct. 21

Krazy’s Bear Tale (..).. Jan. 27, ’39
The Lone Mountle (6) ...... .Dec. 10
MUSIC

HALL

(New
A
A

Night

VANITIES

series)

in

a

Music

(10%)
Night at the Troc
SPORT
REELS

Hall
Jan. 20, ’39
( . . ) . .Mar. 2, ’39

Demons
of the Deep (9)
Football Giants (10)

Ang. 19
Sept. 28

Get Ready Navy
(10)
Jan. 6, ’39
King Vulture (10) Special. . .Dec. 23
Navy
Champions
(10)
Mar. 17
Odd Sports (10)
Feb. 10
Ski Rhythm
(10)
Nov. 4
PICTUREGRAPH
No.

1(..)
SCRAPPY

Jan.

Added

No.
No.
No.
No.

1(10)
2(10)
3(10)
4 (10)

No.
No.
No.

5(10)
6(10%)
7(10)
THREE

Ducking

15, ’39

Sept. 16
Nov. 17

(7)
Attraction

Feb.
(. .) . .Mar.

Sideshow

SCREEN

A

SNAPSHOTS

3, ’39
3, ’39

(Series
Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.

Did

16
14
20
15

Jan. 6, ’39
Feb. 17, ’39
Mar. 17, ’39
COMEDIES

STOOGES
They

17)

Go

(16%)
Apr. 7, ’39
Flat Foot Stooges (17)
Not. 25
Mutts to You (18)
Oct. 14
Three Little Sew and Sews
(16)
Violent Is the
(18)
We Want Our
(17)
Yes, We

88

Jan. 6, ’39
for Curly
Sept. 2
Mummy
Word

No

Feb.
Bonzana

24, ’39

( . .)
WASHINGTON

May
PARADE

19, ’39

No.

Jan.

Educational
(Distributed through
TERRY-TOONS

Grand

OF

July
July

29
22

Jan.

6
20

Have

1 Harry

M-G-M
PAY

Money to Loan (21)
Mar. 11, ’39
They’re Always Caught (22).. Sept. 3
Scientific crime detection unearths
the
murderer
of
a
mayor
of a large
city.
Think It Over (20)
Wrong
Way
Out (17)
CAPTAIN
AND
THE
CARTOONS
Buried

Treasure

Sept. 24
Dec. 24
KIDS

(8)

Sept. 17

Captain’s Christmas
(8)
Dec. 17
Honduras
Hurricane
(9)
Oct. 15
Old Smokey
(7)
Sept. 3
Petunia National Park (9)... Jan. 14
The Pygmy
Hunt (8)
Ang. 6
FITZPATRICK
TRAVELTALKS
In Technicolor
Ancient Egypt
(9)
Jan. 21, ’39
Cniro — City of Contrast (9).. Sept. 10
Glimpses of Australia (9) . . Apr. 15
Imperial Delhi (8)
Feb. 18
Jaipur — The Pink City (8)... Oct. 29
Java Journey (10)
Mar. 18
Madeira — Isle of Romance
(8)
Oct. 1
Singapore and Jahore (9) . . . .Dec. 31
Svdnev — Pride of Australia
(9)
HISTORICAL

Dec.

3

City of Little Men
Great Heart (11)
Ice Antics (9)

(11)

Aug.
Dec.
Feb.

20
31
11

Love on a Tap (11)
Mar. 18, ’39
Miracle of Salt Lake (11) .. .Nov. 12
Streamlined Siring (9)
Sept. 10
They Live Again (10)
Oct. 22
MUSICAL
COMEDIES
Dream
of Love (17)
Men of Steel (21)
Kenneth
Stevens and
ton in a musical saga
machines.

Jan. 28
Dec. 17
Doris Wesof washing

Once Over Lightly (19)
Dec. 31
The story of two barber colleges
becomes a musical comedy plot by
a close shave. Johnny Downs
and
Dixie Dunbar.
Somewhat
Secret (21) .. Mar. 25, ’39
M-G-M
CARTOONS
IN SEPIA
(New Series)

Newman

Commen-

Jitterbug Follies (9)
Feb. 25,
Mama’s
New
Hat (9)
Feb.
Seal Skinners (9)
Jan. 8,
Wanted
No Master ( . . ) . .Mar. 18,
M-G-M
NEWS
OF THE
DAY
Released twice weekly.
GANG

’39
11
’39
*39

Aladdin’s Lantern (10)
Sept. 17
Alfalfa’s Aunt (11)
Jan. 7
Duel Personalities (10) . .Mar. 11, ’39
Football Romeo
(10)
Nov. 12
Little Ranger
(10)
Aug. 6
Men
in Fright (10)
Oct. 15
Party Fever (10)
Aug. 27
Practical Jokers 19)
Dec. 17
Tiny Troubles (10)
PASSING
PARADE

(New

Feb. 18
Series)

No. 1 (10)
Oct. 15
New Roadways
(10)
Jan. 28
Story of Alfred Noble (11).. Feb. 18
The Story of Dr. .Tenner (10) Mar. 11
PETE

Mar.

11, ’39
Dec. 17

Jan.

Nov.

12

Sept. 16

Jan. 20,
On (7)
WitR the New
(7)
Dec.’392
Pudgy in Thrills and Chills
(7)
Dec. 23
Pudgy the Watchman
(7) . . . . Aug. 12
Sally Swing (7)
Oct. 14
So Does an Automobile (7).. Mar. 31
COLOR
Fair

CLASSICS
at the

Fair

(7) . . . .Aug.

Always
Kickin’ (7)
Guatemala
(10)
The Playful Polar Bears
COLOR
(New

26

Jan.

27, '39
Ang. 12
(7). Oct. 28

CRUISES
Series

A Song Rhythm
Is Bom (10)
(10)
Jan. Oct.
6, ’397
Busse
Henry Busse and His Orchestra.
The Champagne
Music of the
Lawrence
Walk
(10)
Mar. 3
Lawrence Walk and his Orchestra.
Hal Kemp
and His Orchestra
(10)
Dec. 2
Lights! Action! Lucas (11) .. .Sept. 2
Clyde Lucas and orchestra.
©Moments
of Charm
(10) . . . . Ang. 5
Phil Spitalny and Girl Orchestra.
Music Through the Years

SMITH

SPECIALTIES

Double Diving (10)
Football Thrills of 1937

Jan.

and
and

(10)
PARAMOUNT
Released twice

Orchestra.Feb.
Orchestra

3, '39
Nov.

4

NEWS
weekly.

Circus Co-Ed
(10)
Mildewed Melodramas
(11) ..
Oh Say, Can You Ski? (10)..
Raising Canines (10)

Mar. 10
.Sept. 2
Dec. 16
Nov. 11

Rube Goldberg’s Travelgab
(9)
Tanhaueser (12)

Oct. 14
Aug. 12

PARAMOUNT

Feb. 10
(10) . . . Jan. 13

Aug. 5
country;

Canyon

Sept. 2

Wellesley College;
ties; and Paris at
No. 3(10)

Amazon
night.

activiOct. 7

Oceanic oddities, mountain
sunrises, elephants.
No. 4(10)
Nov. 4
Prospecting
for
oil, mountain
climbing and a visit to southeastern United States.

14

(10)
Sept. 10
Grid Rules (10)
Oct. 15
OHeroes
at Leisure (10)
Feb. 11
<5 Hot on Ice (10)
Oct. 22
Man’s Greatest Friend (10).. Not. 19

No. 6 (10)
Jan. 6. ’39
Great
Britain’s Kenya
Colony.
horse gadgets and
a
visit with
Stan
Shaw
Matinee.

and

his

8 (10)
POPE YE

Mar.

Aint

Nice

POPULAR
(In
No.
No.

1 110)
2 (11)

3

CARTOONS

Bulldozing the Bull (7)
Ang.
Cops Ts Always Right (7)... Dec.
Cnstomers Wanted
(7)
Jan.
Goonland
(81
Oct.
Leave Well Enough Alone
(7)
Mutiny

(7)

and

soaring

in motorless

Frogs (10)
Dec. 23
with
trained frogs Including a jumping contest.
Hold Your Breath (10)
Feb. 17
meet.
Depicting a novel underwater track
Hunting Thrills (10)
Racing Pigeons (10)
Story of the racing

Sept. 2
Sept. 30
homing

of

Sporting
(10)
pigeons. Test
(Question
answers

Aug. 5
in the field of
sport supplied by Ted Husing.
Super-Athletes (10)
Nov. 25
An analysis of the progress made
in track and field sports.

The Sporting Irish (10)
Mar. 17
Sports in Ireland.
Two Boys and a Dog (10) .Jan. 20, ’39
Adventures
of two
boys and
a
wire hair terrier on a pack trip
in the Rocky Mountains.
UNUSUAL

OCCUPATIONS
(In

Color)

No. 1 (10)
ONo. 2(10)
No. 3 (10)
No.

Aug. 5
Oct. 7
Dec. 3

4(10)

Feb.

RKO
DISNEY
Brave

3, ’39

Radio

CARTOONS

Little

Tailor

(9)

Sept. 23

Donald’s Golf Game
(8)
Nov. 4
Donald’s Lucky Day (8) . .Jan. 13, ’39
Farmyard
Symphony
(8)
Oct. 14
Ferdinand the Bull (8)
Nov. 25
Goofy and Wilbur (8)
Mar. 17
Merbabies (9)
Dec. 9
Mickey’s Parrot (8)
Sept. 9
Mother Goose Goes Hollywood
(8)
Practical

Pig

(. . )

Feb.

Dec. 23
24, ’39

The
The

Whalers
(8)
Ugly Duckling
EDGAR

Aug. 19
Apr. 7

(9)

KENNEDY

(iOHKI)IKs

A Clean Sweep (17)
Beaux
and Errors (18)

Dec. 2
Oct. 7

Edgar’s father-in-law again starts
all the mischief as Edgar becomes
butt of a practical
cause of his obesity.

joke

be-

Clock Wise (16)
Mar. 24
Father-in-law’s grandfather clock
drives Edgar nuts as he unsuccessfully tries to get rid of it.
Maid to
Edgar
in-law
tions.

Order (18)
Jan. 27, ’39
tries to marry his fatheroff with amusing complica-

HEADLINER

COMEDIES

Romancing
Along
Phil Harris and
Sea Melody (19)
Ted Fio Rito
with Rita
cellino.

(21)
his

and

Oehman

Dec.
Orchestra.
His

and

36

Oct. 21
Orchestra

Muzzy

Swing Vacation (19)
Feb.
LEON
ERROL
COMEDIES

Mar24, ’39

Milkman’s

No.The
7(101
’39
Mexican
Charro Feb.
at 3.
play,
plumed
birds
and
all
about
accordions.
No.

SPORT-

Champion Alrhoppers (10) . . . . Oct. 28
Deals with the fascinating sport

the

PICTORIAL

No. 1 (10)
Tropical trophies;
Aquatic Antics.
No. 2(10)

RICE

Society Dog Show
(8)
Feb. 3, ’39
Mickey Mouse enters Pluto in the
Society dog show and Pluto does
not win.

PARAGRAPHICS

That’s Africa (10)
Unfinished Symphony

SONG

GRANTLAND
LIGHTS

In Cinecolor)

Costa Rica (10)
Dec. 2
Guatemala
(10)
Aug. 12
Land of Inca Memories (10) . .Jan. 27
Mexico (10)
Oct. 7
Republic of Panama
(9) . . . . Mar. 24
HEADLINER

(11)Garber
Jan
Orrin Tucker

SCREEN

Beside a Moonlit Stream (8). July 29
Frank Dailey and His Orchestra.

Frolicking
planes.
Hijinks

CARTOONS

Buzzy Boop at the Concert
(7)
My Friend the Monkey

All’s

Jan. 6, ’39
Mar. 10

of gliding

Paramount
BOOP

No. 3 (10)
No. 4(10)

28, ’39
Dec. 10

(9)

No. 5 (9)
Dec. 9
17 year locusts, outdoor scenes and
the hit parade of yesterday.

COMEDIES

are

week.

MYSTERIES

fSBravest of the Brave (11).. Aug. 6
The Man on the Rock (11) . . . Sept. 3
MINIATURES

OUR

of the

BENCHLEY

Day

BETTY

STUFF

Jan.

DOESN’T

Titles

An Hour for Lunch (9) . .Mar. 18, ’39
How
to Watch
Football (9) . . . Oct. 8

Opening

No. 1 (10)
Col. Stoopnagle.
No. 2 (10)

CRIME

ROBERT

National

CAVALCADE

short
color.

How
to Sublet (8)
Mental Poise (8)

20th-Fox)

Eliza Runs Again (..)
Mrs. O’Leary’s Cow
(7)

^Indicates
(^Indicates

Marine Circus (9)
©Penny’s Picnic (10)

6, ’39

CARTOONS

Early Bird (5)
Happy
Birthday
Scrappy’s
(6)
Scrappy’s

18

House

RHAPSODIES

Happy
Tots (7)
Mar. 31
Hollywood Graduation (7)... Aug. 26
Kangaroo Kid (7)
Dec. 23
Little Match Girl (re-sale)
(8%)
Dec. 16

The

Not.
White

Following:

Running- Time. Date Is National Release, 1938, Unless
Otherwise Specified.

RELEASES

(11)

COMEDIES

A Star Is Shorn (17)
Boom
Goes the Groom

tator (10)
2 Inside the

Numerals

19
30
27
21

Apr. 28
Sept. 23

Crime
(18)
Jan. 13, ’39
Errol Rave
entertains
bank bandits
at
his home
without knowing it.
Home
Boner (20)
Mar. 10, ’39
Major Difficulties (19)
Nov. 18
Stage Fright (18)
Sept. 23
Leon’s wife cures him of his aversion to her being on the stage.
MARCH
No.

Sept. 2
Nov. 4

TIME
Sept. 2

The
Czech-German
crisis up-todate and
Father
Divine’s new
"Heaven on the Hudson.”
No. 2(18)
Sept. 30
dilemma.
U.
S. Fire

SCIENCE

Cinecolor)

OF

1 (20)

No. 3 (20)
Inside the
No. 4(19)

Fighters

and

Britain’s
Oct. 28

Maginot

BOXOFFICE

line.
Nov.

25

: : April 1, 1939

Uncle
QNo.
The
row.

Sam — The

Good

No. 6 (18)
The State
No. 7 (19)
Young
Crisis.

of

the

No. 8(18)
No. 13 (19)
America’s
threat to

...Dec. 23
and Tomor-

Nation.

Jan.
■

America

©Fashion

Neighbor.

5(18)
Refugee — Today

and

20, ’39
Feb.

Mexico’s
Mar.

17, ’39
Aug. 5
traffic problem and the
England’s Gibraltar.

NU-ATLAS

MUSICALS

Cafe Rendezvous (10)
Dec. 23
Oshins & Lessy, Jack Arthur, Armida and The Kidoodlers.
Readin, Ritin and Rhythm
(10)
Samovar
Serenade
Codolbon & His
Moscow
Choir,
Malina.

Feb. 17, ’39
(10)
Mar. 17
Gypsy Orchestra.
Karavaeff, Luba

Styles and Smiles (10)
Sept. 30
Virginia Verrill, Charles King, Harrison & Fischer, Marion Daniels.
Talent Auction (10)
Oct. 28
Irene Beasley, Five Relllys, Paul
Robinson, The Merry Macs, Bobby
Bernard.
Tropical Topics (10)
Jan. 20, *39
The Rimacs, Rosita Ortego, Sisters
Virginia.
Under a Gypsy Moon
(10) .. .Sept. 2
Venetian Moonlight
(11) . . . .Nov. 25
PATHE

NEWS

Released
PATHE
leases)

twice

weekly

PARADE

(’36-'37

re-

No. 7 (10)
Aug, 12
Trip through Walt Disney studios
and expose of spiritualism.
RADIO

FLASH

COMEDIES

Dog-Gone
(10)
Apr. 21, ’39
Hectic Honeymoon
(17)
Nov. 4
Plumb Crazy (16)
.Feb. 3
Pat C. Flick as a plumber causes
considerable commotion
on a job.
SMART

SET

Bird
Blue

Dogs (10)
Grass (10)

Bow Strings
Archery.

Nov.
Dec.

(9)

Jan.

4
2

27, ’39

Fisherman’s Paradise (9) . . . Sept. 19
Fishing off Catcay Bay, Bahamas.
On the Wing
(10)
Dec. 30
The hunting of wild geese.
Snow Falls (9)
Feb. 24
ski picture that’s
RADIO
MUSICAL

different.
COMEDIES

Russian Dressing (16)
Aug. 12
Ben
Alexander
and
band, Eleanor Hansen, Walter Miller.
KAY

WHITLEY

(New

WESTERNS

Series)

A

Western Welcome
Cowboy band.
Prairie Poppas (18)
Ranch
House Romeo
REELISMS

(18) . . . .Sept. 9
Dec. 16
(17) . . . .Apr. 7

(New

Series)

Air Waves
(10)
Dude
Ranch
(9)
Gold (9)
Newsreel (10)

Mar. 10
Nov. 11
Feb. 10
Dec. 9

Pilot Boat (9)
Submarine
Circus (10)
Trans- America (11)
Passenger air travel.

Feb. 3, ’39
Sept. 16
Oct. 14

OF

A

NEWS

CAMERAMAN
Daily Diet of Danger (10) .Jan. 6, ’39
Filming Big Thrills (10) . . . . .Sept. 30
Recording Modern Science
(10)
Aug. 19
ED

THORGERSEN-SPORTS

Athletic Oddities (..)
Thoroughbreds
(10)
Timber Toppers (10)
Shooting for Par (10)
Hunting
Dogs
Inside Baseball
FASHIONS

BOXOFFICE

Nov. 11
Sept. 30
Oet. 28
Jan. 6

(..)..... .Mar. 3, ’.'i9
(..).... .Apr. 14, ’39

©Fashion Forecasts,
(11)
Autumn
styles.
©Fashion Forecasts,
(11)
Winter styles.

No.

1

No.

2

Sept. 16

Dec.

:: April 1, 1939

3

AND

Boy

HIS

Should

Know
Sept.

Girl

Should

Inventor

23

2

Know
Nov.

25

Should
Jan. 20, ’39
MAGIC

Good Neighbors ( . .) ... .Apr. 28, ’39
Isle of Pleasure (11)
Feb. 3, '39
Land
of Contentment
(10) . . . Oct. 14
Mystic Siam
(. . )
Viking Trail (10)
TERRY-TOONS

Mar.
Feb.

17, ‘39
17, ’39

Chris Colombo
(7)
Aug. 12
Frozen Feet ( . . )
Feb. 24
©Gandy
Goose in Doomsday
(6)
Dec. 16
Gandy Goose in G-Man
Jitters ( . . )
Mar. 10
Gandy Goose in the Frame Up
(. . )
Dec. 30
Goose Flies High
(7)
Sept. 9
©Housewife
Herman
(7)
Nov. 18
©Nutty
Network
(..)
Mar. 24
One Gun Gary in the Nick
of Time
(..)
Jan. 27
©String Bean jack (7)
Aug. 26
©The Glass Slipper (7)
Oct. 7
The New
Comer
(7)
Oct. 21
©The Owl and the Pussycat
(7)
Jan. 13, ’39
The Stranger Rides Again
(7)
Nov. 4
©Tlie Three Bears (6)
Feb. 10
Village Blacksmith (6)
Dec. 2
Wolf’s Side of the Story
(7)
Sept. 23

United Artists
SCENIC
Eternal

Fire

(8)

Oct. I

Universal
CARTUNE
One

Armed
GOING

No.
No.
No.
No.

54
55
56
57

(
(
(
(

Bandit
PLACES
ELL THOMAS

(7)

Mar.

WITH

9)
9)
9)
9)

No. 59 (9)
No. 60 (10)
No. 61(9)
MENTONE

27

LOWSept. 12
Oct. 3
Nov. 14
Nov. 28

Jan.
Feb.

30. ’39
20, ’39
Mar. 13
PRODUCTIONS

Bank
Notes (19)
Mar. 15
Gus Van, Minor
&
Root, Three
Wiles, Barton Quintet, Ruth Daye.
Beauty Shoppe (19%)
Sept. 28
Buck and Bubbles, Imogens Coca,
Marty May, Harrison and Fischer.
Cafe Bolieme ( . .)
Apr. 12
Saul Grauman
&
Co., Rosita Ortega, Pied Pipers, Luba
Malina,
Roy Smeclt & His Aloha Islanders.
Music and Models (19)
Dec. 14
Jack Arthur, Carolyn Marsh, Six
Debonairs, Irene Vermillion & Co.
Nautical Knights (19) ... .Jan. 11, ’39
Arthur & Morton Harvel, Moore &
Ravel, Judy
Starr, Stump
and
Stumpy, The Khezzis.
Pntlo Serenade (17)
Nov. 16
Tito Coral. Laura Suarez, Armida.
Gloria Belmonte and others.
Rhythm
Cafe (20)
.Sept. 7
Oshins &
Lessy, Virginia Verrill,
Four Eton Boys, Vic Hyde.
Side Show Fakir (17%)
Oct. 12
OSWALD

WALTER
Baby
Kittens

CARTOONS

LANTZ
(7)

Sept. 8
Sept. 12
Oet. 17
Nov. 7
Ang.

15

CARTUNES
Dec. 19

Crack Pot Cruise (7) . . . .Apr. 10, ’39
Disobedient Mouse
(8)
Nov. 28
Little Blue Blackbird (7)... Dec. 26
Magic Beans
(..)
Feb. 13
The Birth of a Toothpick
(7)
The Cat
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

and

the

Bell

(7)

Vitaphone
BROADWAY

^Lincoln

Feb. 27
Oet. 3

STRANGER
THAN
FICTION
54(9)
Sept. 19
55 (9%)
Oct. 10
56 (9)
Nov. 21
57 (9)
Dec. 5
58 (9)
Jan. 2
59 (9)
Feb. 6
60 (9)
Mar. 6
61 (9)
!
... .Apr. 3
UNIVERSAL
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

Dec.
Dec.

Sophomore
Swing
(19) . . .Jan.
BROADWAY
BREVITIES

Swingtime

17
31

(20) on
Fun

21, ’39

A Fat Chance (..)
Boarder Trouble (20)
Cleaning Up (..)
Hats and Dogs (20)
Home
Cheap Home
(..)
Projection Room
(..)
Murder With Reservations

Mar.
Dec.
Nov.
Dec.
Mar.
Mar.

(20)
Rollin’ in Rhythm
(..)
Sophomore
Swing
(20)
Small Town
Idol (20)
Stardust (22)
Sundae Serenade (20)
The Knight Is Young (20)
Toyland Casino (21)
Two
Shadows
(20)
Zero Girl (22)

Sept. 24
Apr. 15
Jan. 21
Feb. 11
Dec. 10
Feb. 25
Oct. 29
Oct. 8
Oct. 22
Sept. 3

COLORTOUR

25
17
12
31
18
4

(New

The

(10)
Meehanix

LOONEY

TUNES

Smoke

MELODY

Robbin’

7, ’39

Apr. 1
Nov. 26
Jan. 28
Nov. 5
(7) . . . .Sept. 24
Nov. 26
Aug. 6

Jan.
7, ’39
Aug.
27

(11)

Feb.
MELODIES

(In

25

Color)

A Day at the Zoo (7)
Mar. 11
A Fend There Was
(7)
Sept. 24
Bars and Stripes Forever (7). Apr. 8
Count Me Out (7)
Dec. 17
Daffy Duck in Hollywood (..).Dec. 3
Dog Gone Modern
(7) . . . . Jan. 14, ’39
Goldrush Daze (7)
Feb. 25
Ham-Ateur
Night (7) . . . . Jan. 28, ’39
Johnny Smith & Poker Huntas
(7)
Oet. 22
Little Pancho Vanilla (7)
Oct. 8
Prest-O Change-O
(7)
Mar. 25
Robinliood Makes Good (7) . . .Feb. 11
The Major Lied Till Dawn
(7)
Aug.
The Mice Will Play (7)
Dee.
The Night Watchman
(7)... Nov.
Education

(7).... Nov.

13
31
19
5

REVUES

(Some sequences in color)
No. 12(..)
Aug.
Hollywood — Sculling — Furs.
PRESENTATION
REVUES
Up in Lights
Pat Rooney.

(20)

13

(20) .. .Aug.

27

VARIETIES
(..).. Nov.
Feb.

19
18

(10).. Aug.

(10)

Dec.

6
10

Sept. 10
ADVENTURES

The Human
Toils of the
Treacherous

Bomb
(12) .. .Jan. 7, ’39
I.»w (12)
Nov. 12
Waters
(12) . . . .Dec. 10

SERIALS
COLUMBIA
Flying G-Men
15 chaptera
Robert Paige,

Jan.
Lorna

Gray,

28, ’39
James

Craig, Richard Fiske.
The Great Adventures of Wild
Bill Hickok
June 30
15 chapters.
Gordon Elliot, Monte
Blue, Carol
Wayne.
Secret of Treasure Island . . . Mar. 17
(15

episodes).

pirate’s
Island.

treasure

Story
on

The
Web Out
15 Spider’s
chapters.

an

of

buried

adventurer’s

Oct.the
22, Spider
’38-’39
of

magazine
stalks crimedom's most
amazing
character
impersonated
by Warren
Hull who
comes
to
grips with
The
Octopus.
Iris
Meredith is the heart interest.
REPUBLIC
Daredevils

of

Circle
Dick Tracy

the

Red
June

Returns

15 Chapters
Roberts.

—

Dick

10, *39
Aug. 20

Byrd-Lynn

Fighting Devil Dogs, The.. May 28
12 chapters. Lee Powell, Herman
Brix, Eleanor
Stewart, Montagu
Love.
Hawk
of the Wilderness
12 chapters. Herman
Martin.

Dee. 3
Brix, Jill

Lone Ranger Rides Again . Feb. 25, ’39
15 Chapters. Robert
Livingston,
Jinx Falken, Chief Thunder Cloud.
Painted Stallion
June 5, '38
With Ray Corrigan and Hoot Gibson. The first chapters runs about
(7) and the rest average (19).
UNIVERSAL
Buck
Rogers
Apr. 11, *39
12 Chapters. Larry Crabbe, Jackie
Moran,
Constance
Moore,
Jack
Mulhall.
Flaming

Frontiers

15 chapters, average
utes each. With
Brown
and Eleanor
Radio Patrol

July

5

about 20 minJohnny
Mack
Hansen.
Oct. 4

12 episodes (20) — Grant WithersCatherlne Hughes.
The
valuable
formula for flexible steel and its
possession by a number
of people
is the basis for this one.

13

Red Barry
Oct. 18
13 chapters averaging about 20
minutes
each.
Larry
(Buster)
Crabbe brings the popular comic
strip character to life.

Sept. 17

Scouts to the Rescue
Jan. 17, ’39
12 Chapters. Jackie Cooper, Jack
Mulhall, Vondell Darr, Bill Cody

Ang.

TECHNICOLOR
Campus
Cinderella (19)
Declaration of Independence
(18)

Bride

CARTOONS

(10)
Nov. 12
Ray Kinney and His Hawaiians
(10)
Oct. 1
Russ Morgan & Orchestra

An

18

(By Floyd Gibbons)
A Minute From
Death (11) .. .Mar. 4
Chained (..)
Apr. 1
Defying Death (12)
Oct. 15
High Peril (12)
Feb. 18
Identified (12)
Sept. 17

Dec. S
Jan. 28

(7)

©PICTORIAL

(10) . . . .Feb.

GAY-ETIES

(11)

Blue Barron & Orch. (10) .Jan. 21, '39
Clyde Lucas & Orch. (10) . .Jan. 7, '39
Clyde McCoy & Orchestra
(..)
Mar. 18
Dave Apollon and His Orchestra
(11)
Dec. 24
Dave Apollon and Orchestra
(■■)
Apr. 8
His Busy Day (10)
Aug. 20
Clyde McCoy and Orchestra.
Happy
Felton &
Orch. (..).. Dec. 3
Jerry Livingston & Orchestra
(10)
Feb. 4
Jimmy
Dorsey and His Orchestra
(10)
Oct. 22
Larry Clinton and His Orchestra
(10)
Sept. 3
Merle Kendrick and His Orchestra

You’re

Touch

Good

Tech.

Ski Girl (10)
Jan. 14, ’39
Table Manners
(11)
Oct. 15
The Great Library Misery

MASTERS

MERRIE

7, ’38
Fritz

Oct. 1
Nov. 19

Swing Cat’s Jamboree
Louis Prima.

Porky’s Movie Mystery (7).. Mar. 11
Porky’s Naughty Nephew
(7). Oct. 15
Porky’s Tire Trouble (7)
Feb. 18
The Lone Stranger and Porky
(7)
Wholly

Series)

(9)

VITAPHONE

2

Nature’s Mimic (10)
Points on Pointers (9)

Jan.
lot with

A Vaudeville Interlude
Gadgeteers (10)

(10)
Feb. 25
Meehanix
Illustrated (10) . . . . Nov. 5
Miracles of Sport (10)
Sept. 10

Chicken Jitters (7)
Daffy Doc (7)
It’s an 111 Wind
(7)
Porky in Egypt (7)
Porky in Wack.vland
Porky the Gob
(7)
Porky and Daffy (7)

Master’s

TRUE

No. Jan.
3

Movies

(New

There Goes the
Fifi D’Orsay.

Oct. 1

Illustrated,

House

Warner

VITAPHONE

Series)
No.

the

SPECIALS

PARADE

China Today
(10)
Meehanix Illustrated

in
the

Pow
Wow
(9)
Immortal
Brush

ADVENTURES

COLOR

White

Feld, Katherine Kane, John Carroll, Charles
Foy
and
Jerry
Colonna.

The Hermit Kingdom
(10) .. .Aug. 27
Long Bright Land
(10)
Sept. 25
A trip to New
Zealand.
THE

in the

(21)
Feb. 11, ’39
Sons of the Plains (19) . .July 30, ’38
Mauch
Twins. Rosella Towns.

HEADLINERS

Boarder Trouble (20)
Hats and Dogs (20)

KINDER-

Ghost Town
Frolics (7)
Pixie Land
(7)
Rabbit Hunt
(7)..
Sailor Mouse
(7)
The Big Cat and the Little
Monsie (7)

20 th Century-Fox
ADVENTURES

No.

Know
(10)
LOWELL
THOMAS
CARPET

SPORTSCOPE

t|Deep End
(10)
Oct. 7
Top-ranking women
diving champions photographed In action by
the slow motion camera.

A

What
Every
(11)
What Every
(10)
What Every

COMEDIES

Hunting Trouble (16)
Aug. 6
Jed Prouty and Richard Lane encounter complications at
home
after a wild time at a fraternal
order convention.
PATHE

LEW
LEHR
GARTEN

17

New

Forecasts,

(..)
Mar. 31, ’39
FOX
MOVIETONE
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

Nov.

26

89

Pate at top of column is week ending. Number in square is
national release date, 1938-39. Production number is at right.

Hooking
A

GUIDE

OCTOBER

15

TO

J

(?katt

CURRENT

OCTOBER

RELEASES

OCTOBER

22

Running time
estimate)
follows Family
title. Letter
"A"
indicates
Adult(company
classification,
otherwise
suitability.
R — is review date. Symbol U indicates BOXOFFICENOBlue RibVEMBER
bon Award Winner. Symbol © indicates color photography.

NOVEMBER

29

NOVEMBER

5

19 f|

12

A

I
Little
Adventuress
|24| Action
Drama (62)
9020
(For. Thoroughbred)
E. Fellowes-J. Wells

p
Action Drama
9026
Flight to Fame
(57)
Charles Farrell
Jacqueline Wells

|~2~|
In EarlyWestern
Arizona (58)9211
Bill Elliott

Adventure
the Sahara
P
Action inDrama
9028 I
Paul Kelly

Dorothy

Lenora Gray R — Dec.
(57)

Gulliver

Law of the Texan (57)
8285
Western
p]
Buck
Jones
R — Oct. 29

24

1 it

Case)
311
Drama
p
Shadows
Over Shanghai
(65)
James
Dunn
Glenda Gray
R — Sept. 17

n
ter
Wes
Frontier
Scout
(62)
|2i|
Geo. Houston
R — Sept. 17

325

907
Drama
Comedy
p
Young Dr. Kildare (81)
Lew Ayres
Lionel Barrymore
R— Oct. 22

with g Music
|2i| Com.
, Darlin
(76)
Listen

904

Judy Garland
Freddie Bartholomew
R— Oct. 22

Titans of the Deep
Adventure
p
Dr.
Wm.
Beebe

a
Dram
OThe
Citadel
(112)
|28|
Robert Donat
Rosalind Russell
R — Oct. 29

(47)
326

909

|~4~| Melodrama
Cipher Bureau (70)
Ames-Woodbury
R— Oct. 29

Sunset
Murder Case
P
Melodrama

312

Great Waltz (104)
[4] Musical Drama
Luise Rainer
Fernand
R — Nov. Gravet
12

908

Spring Madness (67)
Lew Comedy
Ayres
IP
Drama
R — Nov. 26
Maureen
O’Sullivan

|~9~|
Drama
Gangster’s Boy (80)
Jackie Cooper

Reissue
|je] Musical
Sweetheart of Sigma Chi
(65)
Betty Grable
Larry Crabbe

(For.

Sunset

Sally

Rand

Shining
911

3801

R — Nov.
12
Lucy
Gilman

Hour

(65)
345

j

Strip

(75)

Joan Crawford
[p
Drama
Margaret Sullavan
R
— Nov. Douglas
19
Melvyn

912

Gun Packer (49)
P
Western
(For. Dast Outlaw)
R — Nov.
19
Jack
Randall

1
3851

1

3860
Western
p
Where
Buffalo
Roam
(62)
Tex Ritter
R — Oct. 29

RAMOUNT

3806
Drama
P| Comedy
Traveler (85)
Arkansas
r
-Fay
Bainte
Bob Burns
R — Oct. 8

3807
Mysterious
Rider
ern (73)
West
P|
Douglas Dumbrille
Sidney Toler
R— Sept. 24

T REPUBLIC
7 RADIO RKO
T 20TH-F0X ARTS. UNITED T UNIVERSAL VWARNEVF.N.
MISCELLANEOUS
90

[2g|
Drama
3808
©Men
With (Spec.Rel.)
Wings
(106)
Fred MacMurray

Drama
p| Come
of adyKind (83)
Five
Dionne Quints
R — Oct. 15

905
(80)

919

Comedy
ry Manton
Mad
Miss
p| Myste
Barbara Stanwyck
Henry Fonda
R — Oct. 15

906
(78)

a
dram
Melo
|2i]
Mysterious
Mr.
Moto
Peter Lorre
Mary Magruire
R — June 4

912
(62)

WB302

Tri-Nat’l
p| ofDra
Peg
Oldma
Drury ( . . )
Anna Neagle
Sir Cedric Hardwlcke

[~5~| Western
7108
Rhythm of the Saddle(58)
(For. Song of the West)
Gene
Autry-S.
Burnette
R
— Nov.
26

StormAction
Over Bengal
[~7l
Drama (65)
807
Patric Knowles
R—
Nov. 19
Rochelle
Hudson

Santa Fe Stampede
R— Dec. 17
Three Mesquiteers
P
Western

[~4~|
Lawless Western
Valley (59)

Annabel Takes a Tour
P
Comedy
908
(61) Oakie
Jack

Law

913

981

George
R — Nov. O’Brien
6
Kay Sutton

Always
in Trouble
|T|
Comedy
Drama (70)
914
Jane Withers
Jean Rogers
R — Aug. 20

3013
Service Com
De Luxe
edy (85)
P]
C. Bennett-C. Ruggles
R— Oct. 22

3052

FN369
drama
Girls
Probation
(63)
Melo
[22] on
Ronald Reagan
June Bryan
R — Oct. 29

The Storm (78)
3016
Melodrama
p]
Preston Foster; R-Nov. 5

Brother Rat (89)
Comedy
[29]
Wayne
Morris
Priscilla
Lane
R — Oct. 22

3028

of

Ross

(71)
Just Around the Corner
p
Comedy
Drama
915
Shirley Temple
R — Nov.
Bert
Lahr5

R — Sept.
24 Drama
p
Action
Brian
Donlevy-Lynn

and

(56)
863

Tombstone

Lucille
R — Oct. Ball
22

Sharpshooters

||

909

*

916
Bari

<

(64)

the

Lady

Gary Cooper
R—
Nov.Oberon
26
Merle
Com. Drama
p

Exposed
(63)Drama
n
Action
Glenda

Kruger

Prairie

Hard

3032

Farrell
R. — Nov.

Justice

to Get

His Exciting Night
P
Comedy
Chas. Ruggles
Ona
Munson
R — Dec.
10

(63)
3036

26

(67)

Bob Baker-Dorothy
Western
PI

FN355

West

Cowboy
(91)

Otto
Last
ExpressDrama
(63)
[28] Action
K.
Kent
R — Taylor-D.
Oct. 8

R — Nov. 12
Bob
(78)Hope-Shirley

Harry
(72) Carey
R — Nov. 19
Tim Holt
Western
P

Young in Heart
(90)
a
Dram
dy
[27| Come
Janet
Gaynor
Douglas Fairbanks jr.
R — Nov. 12

Guilty Trails
(67)
n
Wester
p]
Bob Baker

Drama
p
The
Sisters
(99)
Errol Flynn
Bette Davis
R — Oct. 8

Drama

Tyrone Power
Annabella
R — Oct. 22

Drama
edy
Com
p|
There
Goes My
Heart
(84)
F. March-V. Bruce
R — Oct. 1

3026
Drama
p] Comedy
Swing That Cheer (63)
Brown
Tom
Andy
Devine
R — Nov. 19

Tarnished
Angel
(67) 907
drama
Melo
p
(For. Miracle Racket)
Sally Ellers
Dee Oct.
Bowman
R—
29

Sue*Historical
(104)
p

P
3811
Thanks Comedy
for the Memory

3809

Mary
Carlisle
R
— Nov.
5

R — Oct.
29
Ray
Milland

I Stand Melod
Accused
(61) 806
rama
p
Robt.
Cummings-H.
Mack
R — Oct.
22

ama
Ap|
Man to Dr
Remember
Edward
Ellis
Anne Shirley
R— Oct. 8

If I Were King (101)
|ill Historical Drama 3810
Ronald Colman
R — Oct. Dee
1
Frances

[~4~| Melodrama
Illegal
Traffic (87)
J. Carrol Nalsh

3053
Fay

(79)

Dick Powell
WB310
Comedy
ip)
Olivia
R — Nov.de 12Havilland

Lady Vanishes (97)
[~lj Melodrama
GB8010
Margaret Lockwood
Paul Lukas
R — Oct. 15

Nancy
P
(65)
Bonita

Drew, Detective
Drama
WB319
Granville

Torchy Gets Her Man (62)
Glenda
p
Com. Farrell
WB318
R — Oct.
16Drama
Barton MacBane

The
p

Frog ( . . )
Melodrama

GB8011

i
1

|
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DECEMBER

3

Com.
M’drama
Terror of Tiny Town
R— July 20

JULY,
8

9050
(63)

[~8~|
Western
Rio Grande
(57)
Charles Starrett
Ann Doran

£oolclnq
A

DECEMBER

10

9202

914
(70)

Com
[2]
Flirting
With edy
Fate
Joe B. Brown
Leo Carrillo
R — Dec. 3

j~9~|
Drama
Dramatic
School (78) 915
Luise Rainer
Alan Marshal
Paulette Goddard
R — Dec. 10

3818

j|23| Melodrama
Gang- Bullets (63)
Ann Nagel
Robt. Kent
1 R — Dec. 10

p7~j
Song of Western
the Buckaroo3861
(60)
(For. Little Tenderfoot)
Tex Ritter
R — Jan. 14

3812
|25] Melodrama
Arrest Bulldog Drummond (68)
J. Howard
R — Nov. 26

[~2~| Com. Drama
3814
Little Orphan Annie (58)
Ann Gillis
R. Kent
R — Dec. 3

3813
Comedy
[25]
Say It in French (69)
Ray Mllland
O. Bradna
R — Nov. 26

818
Western
|25|
Come On, Rangers (67)
Roy Rogers
R — Dec. 3

841
tern (59)
Wes
[2]
Western
Jamboree
Gene Autry
Smiley Burnette
R, — Dec. 24

TO

California Frontier (57)
8206
Western
[15]
Buck
Jones R — Dec. 24

Ride
a Crooked
Mile 3815
(70)
[9~] Action
Drama
Akim
Tamiroff
Frances Farmer
Leif Erikson
R — Dec. 10

(For. Outside
J. Holt

the Daw)
R — Oct. 29

i£A Christmas

Carol (69)
917

[25] Comedy

Drama

948

[25] Action Drama
909
Submarine Patrol (95)
Richard Greene
Nancy Kelly
i R — Nov. 5

CURRENT

Drama
[ig]
Reginald
Owen
R—
Dec.Kilburn
17
Terry

Melvyn Douglas
R — Dec. 17
Virginia Bruce

Smashing
the Spy
(63)
[29] Melodrama
Ralph Bellamy
R — Jan.
Fay
Wray 28

The Girl Downstairs (77)
[23]
Comedy
Drama
916
(For.
The Awakening
of
Katerina)

^^Sweethearts
(110) 910
R — Dec.
24
[30|
Musical
Drama
N. Eddy-J.
MacDonald

I[14]
Am a Dram
Criminal
3812
a (73)

Wild Horse Canyon
[21]
Western
(For. Last Outlaw)
R — Jan.
7
Jack
Randall

Frontiersmen (74)
Western
[ie]
William
Boyd

Tom
|23|

John Carroll
R — Dec.
3
Kay
Linaker

3856

Evelyn
R
— Nov. Venable
26
:

(50)
3852

Sawyer, Detective
Com.
Drama
3816

Donald O’Connor
Billy Cook
R — Dec.
(68)

[2s| Action Drama
FN351
Angels With Dirty Faces
(97)
James Cagney
Pat O’Brien
R— Oct. 29

Red River Range
(56)
[22] Mesqulteers
Western
864
Three

Orphans Dra
of the
Street 819
ma
[5]
(64)
Tommy
Ryan
Bob Rivlngston
R— Dec. 17

Tough

Kid

(61)

R
Jan. 14
F.— Darro-J.
Allen
Melodrama
|H

3819

Abroadand(90)
Artists
Models
|3p]
3817
R — Nov. Comedy
5
J. Benny-Joan Bennett

Federal Man-Hunt
(64)
R. Livingston
[27]
Melodrama
820
J.

Travis

R — Jan.

14

(57) on Harvest Moon
Shine
852
Western
[23]
Rogers-Mary

Hart

[~2~|
Comedy
910
Next Time
I Marry (65)
(For. Trailer Romance)
Lucille Ball
James Ellison
R — Dec. 10

[2] Action Drama
Road Demon
(70)
Henry Arthur
Joan Valerie
R — Aug. 27

918

[~2~|
Action
Drama
Strange
Faces
(66)
Dorothea Kent

3035

Andy Devine
R — Dec. 10

Up the River
(75)
Comedy
[9]
Tony Martin
Phyllis Brooks
R— Nov. 12

924

Down on the Farm (61)
920
Drama
[ig] Comedy
Family
Jones
R— Oct.
15
Jed
Prouty-S.

Deane

[Tj]
Action
Secrets
of a Drama
Nurse
Edmund
Lowe
Helen Mack
R — Nov. 19

3022
(69)

Swing, Sister, Swing (69)
[l6]
Musical
3021
R — Dec.
17
Ken
Murray-K.
Kane

Thanks
for Everything
[23] Com. with Music 917
(70)
Adolphe Menjou
Arleen Whelan
Jack
Oakie
R — Dec.
10

Winds

(94)

|~3~]
Comet
(69)

Drama
FN370
Over Broadway

Kay Francis-John
R — Dec. 17

Litel
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[ip] Action Drama
FN362
©Heart
of the North
(74)
Dick
Foran-G.
R — Dec.
17

Dickson

[jo| Negro
Western ( . Sack
Bronze
Buckaroo
. )
Herbert Jeffrey
Mantan
Moreland

©Kentucky
(95)
Loretta Young
[30]
Action
Drama
R — Dec.
24
Richard Greene

Duke

of

West

923

Point

(105)
Louis Hayward
R — Dec.
24
Joan
Fontaine
Drama
[29]

Newsboys
Home
(73)
[23] Action
Drama
3015
Jackie
Cooper
R — Jan. Barrie
28
Wendy

Ghost Town
Riders
|l6|
Western
Bob Baker

|T| Western Metropolitan
Feud of the Range ( . . )
Bob Steele

OXOFFICE

9015

24

Fredrlc
March
n Drama
Actio
[22I
R
— Dec.
31
Joan
Fontaine

3011
in

Ring

Franchot Tone
Franciska
R
— Dec. 31 Gaal

Trade

[25| Com. Drama
Little Tough Guys
Society (70)
Mary Boland
Mischa Auer
R— Nov. 26

RELEASES
DEC
EMBER 31

24

There’s That Woman
[24]Again
Comedy(70)Mystery 9006

Roy

Feck’s Bad Boy With
the Circus (68)
Tommy
Kelly
Ann Gillis
R — Nov. 26

Hkatt

JF

DECEMBER

17

Strange
Case
Meade Dram
(66) ofaDr. 9022
|js]

9011
[3q|
Blondie Com
(72) edy
Penny Singleton
Arthur Lake R — Nov. 5

913
Drama
[25] Comedy
jOut West
With the
Hardys (85)
Mickey Rooney
Lewis Stone
R — 'Nov. 26

GUIDE

(54)
3054

Dawn
Patrol (103)
[24] Action Drama
WB303
Errol Flynn
Basil
Rathbone
R
— Dec.
24

Going Places (84)
Dick
Powell
[31]
Com.
with Mus. FN359
R — Dec.
24
Anita
Louise

|

AUGUST

Hooking (2k
A

GUIDE

JANUARY

TO

7

f

CURRENT

JANUARY

[~5~| Melodrama
9035
Homicide Bureau (59)
B. Cabot-R. Hayworth
R — Feb. 11

s M
13

6

15
T

16
W

1
8

2

29

21
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17

SEPTEMBER.
10
S

M

3
17
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1

4
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8

5

22

8
2

F
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OCTOBER, 12

1939
16

T
19

W

19

10

28

JANUARY

West
Frontiers
of ern
*49 (54)9212
[19]
B. Elliot-B. DeAlcaniz
R — Mar. 11

4

3

9

20 21 22
RELEASES
F

JANUARY

[l2|
Western
9203
Thundering
West (57)
Chas. Starrett
Iris Meredith

18
T
F

14

27

14

7

1939

8

1

28

Western
WI-1
Rustlers (54)

Dorothy

Page;

R-Mar.

18

[~6~| Action Drama
313
Long Shot (69)
Gordon Jones
Marsha Hunt R — Dec. 31

[~6~j Historical Drama
Stand Up and Fight
Wallace Beery
Robert Taylor
R — Jan. 7

918
(95)

[14] Western
Trigger
Pals (55)
Art Jarrett
Lee Powell
A1 St. John
R — Jan. 21

WI-13

Exile Express ma
(60)
301
Dra
|2p]
Anna
Sten-Alan
Marshal
R — Feb.
18

4

24

15

F

8

5

6

7

18
25

19
26

27

11

23

29

30

11

J

20 21

28

Texas

Stampede

(57)

[9]
Western
9204
C. Starrett-I.
Meredith
North of Shanghai (59)
R — Mar.
11 Drama
|lp]
Action
B.
Furness-J.
Craig 9038

To
Crashing Through
(. . )
327
Western
]
[20
(Renfrew
Series)

the

Rescue

(. . )

Renfrew West
Seriesern
[ip]

328

Newill

(52)
WI-2

Jl3[ Action Drama
919
Burn ’Em Up O’Connor
(67)

Four

Girls In White (70)
921
Drama
]
|^Rice-A.
F.
Marshal
A. Rutherford R — Jan. 28

Dennis
R — Jan. O’Keefe
14

Idiot’s Delight (3 07)
Drama
Norma
Shearer
[27] Comedy
Clark
fl8| Melodrama
Convict’s
Code (63)
Ann Nagel
Robert Kent
R — Feb. 18

T

4

W

FEBRUA14RY

FEBRUARY

Lone Wolf Spy Hunt
9014
[27]
(67) Melodrama

James
Ride ’Em Cowgirl
tern
DorothyWes
Page
|2o|
R — Jan. 28

3

30

Daughter)
(For. Lone Wolf’s
Warren
William
Ida Luplno
R — Jan. 28

[~6~|
Water

T

2

9 10
16 17
23
31

8

9

206 217 22

26

M

13

1939

Gable

(85)
with

Music

922

Eleanor Powell-Burns
R —Allen-Robert
Feb. 4
Young

&

Huckleberry Finn (91)
R — Feb. 18
M. Rooney- W. Drama
Connolly
923
[Jo] Comedy

920

R — Feb.

4

3822
Drifting Westward
Jack
R
— Mar.
25 tern
Wes
] Randall
[25

Honolulu
[~3~| Com.

(49)
3854

Navy Secrets (60)
3805
Action Drama
[7]
R
— Feb. 18
Fay Wray-G. Withers

Sundown
(53)

on

the

Prairie
3862

Tex Ritter
Western
[g]
[~3~|
Drama
Little
Pal

Reissue
(66)

3828

(For. The Healer)
M. Rooney-R. Bellamy
[7] Action Drama
Disbarred (58)
Otto Kruger
Gail Patrick
R — Jan. 14

3818

3819

Claudette Colbert
Herbert Marshall
R — Jan. 7

[~6~| Action Drama
808
Fighting Thoroughbreds
(65)
Mary
Carlisle
Ralph Byrd
R — Jan. 21

[~6~] Action Drama
Pacific Idner (76)
Victor McLaglen
Chester Morris
R — Dec. 31

[l3|
Drama
Zaza (86)

914

922
[7] Action Drama
While New
York Sleeps
(61)
(For. Inside Story)
Michael Whalen
Jean Rogers
R — Oct. 22

Ambush
(62)
[20] Melodrama
Gladys Swarthout
Lloyd
R
— Jan.Nolan
21

3820

Paris

Honeymoon

l
R — Crosby-F.
Dee. Mus
24 ica
|27j
B.
Gaal

[Jo] Mystery-Comedy
809
Mysterious
Miss X
(62)
Mary
Hart
Michael Whalen
R — Jan. 21

(85)
3821

Blues (87)
3822
Romance
p3 1 Mus.
Lloyd
Nolan
R
— Jan. 28
Dorothy
Lamour

St. Louis

Pride of the Navy (63)
|26| Action Drama
822
James
Dunn
Rochelle Hudson
R — Jan. 28

Persons

in

Hiding

(69)

R — Jan.
28 man ma
e
Lynn
Over
Dra
onNaish
Acti
|Yq]Carrol
J.

Woman

Doctor

3823

(65)

ma
DraR
F.
Inescort
— Feb. 8084
]
pfp

Home on the Prairie (58) H
[Jo]
842 Jl
R—
Feb. Western
18
G. Autry-S. Burnette
1

[l3|
Comedy
Great Man
Votes (70)913
John Barrymore
Peter Holden
R — Jan. 14

Arizona Western
legion (58)
|2o[

[13] Action Drama
928
Charlie Chan in Honolulu (65) R — Dec. 24
S. Toler-P. Brooks

Smiling Musi
Along cal
(85)
933
[20]
G.
Fields-M.
Maguire
R — Dec.
17

982

Fisherman’s
|~3] Comedy Wharf
Drama
Bobby
R — Feb. Breen
4
Leo Carrillo

R
— Jan.
14
Geo.
O'Brien

®
Jesse
James Drama
(105)
|27]
Outdoor
T. Power-N. Kelly
H.

Fonda

R — Jan.

921
21

(71)
844

Arizona Wildcat (69)
|~3]
Comedy
929
Jane Withers
Leo Carrillo R — ‘Nov. 12

Boy Slaves (71)
(For. Pure
Anne
ShirleyIn Mind)
[Jo] Melodrama
R
—
Jan.
21
Roger Daniel

Tail

Spin

911

(83)

925
a
n Dram
Actio
R
—Nancy
Feb.
4Kelly
|xo]
Alice
Faye-C.
Bennett-

Mr. Moto’s
I^ast Warn[20]
Melodrama
926
ing (71) R— July 30
Lorre-R. Cortez

P.

[l2|
Comedya
Topper Takes
(78)
Connie Bennett
Roland Young
R — Jan. 7

3027

MISCE
WALRN-FLER
.A

NEOUS

|~6~] Melodrama
Past Warning: (63)
Preston Foster
Frances Robinson
R — Dec. 10

|~7~| Negro Western Sack
Harlem Rides the Range
(..)
Herbert Jeffrey
Mantan Moreland

92

Trip

[13] Horror Drama
Son of Frankenstein
Basil Rathbone
Boris Karloff
Bela

Lugosi

Made
(85)

3094
(94)

R — Jan.

Western
[13]
Honor of
the West
B. Booker-M. Bell

for

Each

Other

Carole Lombard
Drama
Comedy
R[Jo]
— Feb.
11
Jimmy
Stewart

21

|2o|
Action Ship
Drama
Gambling
(60) 3023
Robert Wilcox
Helen
Mack
R — Dec. 24

Pirates
of the Drama
Skies (61)
|~3~| Action
3033
Rochelle Hudson
Kent Taylor

Phantom

Stage

(57)

Bob Baker
ern
West
[Jo]
Marjorie
Reynolds

3056

3055
(58)

[13] Com. Drama
WB307
They Made Me a
Criminal (89)
John Garfield
R — Jan. 7

Off Com.
the Record
[21]
Drama (68)
WB314
(For. Unfit to Print)

King Melodrama
of the Underworld
[28]
WB317
(69)

Pat O’Brien
Joan Blondell
R — Jan. 28

Kay Francis
Humphrey
R—
Jan. 14 Bogart

(58)
Torehy in Chinatown
FN371
[7] Action Drama
Glenda Farrell
Barton MacLane

Wings of the Navy (89)
Geo.Action
Brent Drama WB309
[lY]
Olivia
R — Jan.de 21Havilland

t

[xH[
Western
Smoky
TrailsMetropolitan
(. . )
Bob Steele
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CURRENT

MA
RCH 25
RELEASES

31

FEBRUARY

18

FEBRUARY

MARCH

25

9029
[22| Action Drama
My Son Is a Criminal
(59)
Alan Baxter
Jacqueline Wells
R— Mar. 18

f
i; "

MARCH

4

Blondie
Meets the
|~g]
Comedy
9007
Let ]
Us Live
(69)
Drama
[28
R — Fonda-M.
Feb. 18
H.
O’Sullivan

j

MARCH

11

(70)
(For. Blondie Steps
Penny
Singleton
RArthur
— Mar. Lake
4

18

Boss
9009

Lone Star Pioneers
[To]Elliot
Western
Bill

Out)

Dorothy

(56)
9213

Whispering Enemies
[24]
Action
Drama
R — Holt-D.
Jan.
7 Costello
J.

(63)
9023

Gulliver
woods .( . )
Romance
of the Red[30] Outdoor Drama
C. Bickford-J. Parker

!i

[17] Comedy 924
1 | Fast
and Loose (79)
,, Robert
Montgomery
* Rosalind Russell
R — Feb.

18

:

[24] Drama With Music 926
Let Freedom Ring (85)
Nelson Eddy
Virginia Bruce
R — Feb. 25

[~3]
Comedy
Pygmalion
(87)
Leslie Howard
Wendy
R — Dec. Hiller
10

[22| Action Drama
3822
.Star Reporter (62)
W.
Hull-Marsha
Hunt
R— -Feb. 25

Rolling
Westward
tern
Wes
[J]
Tex Ritter
R — Apr. 1

980

3863
(57)

Ice Follies of 1939
]
[W
Joan
Crawford
Jimmy
Stewart
R
—
Mar.
Lew Ayres11

[~8~| Action Drama
Mystery Plane (60)
(Form. Sky Pirate)
John

Trent

(82)
925

Within the Law
(65)
[17]
Melodrama
928
R — Mar.
18
Ruth
Hussey-Paul
Kelly

Sergeant Madden
(80)
Wallace Beery
927
Drama
Action
[24]
R — Mar.
25
Alan
Curtis

3809
Trigger

R — Mar.

Smith

(59)

Western
[22] Randall
Jack

4

3854

|~8~] Melodrama
3806
Mystery of Mr. Wong
(67) Karloff-D.
R— Mar. 18Tree
Boris

[it]

Comedy

3824

Boy Trouble (74)
(For. Two
Weeks
With
Pay)
C. Ruggles
R— Feb. 4

|24]
Sunset
W.

Western
Trail (68)

Boyd

[24]
. . . one
(75)

29

Drama
3825
third of a nation

S. Sidney-L.
R — Feb. 11

Midnight

3857

R — Oct.

Cafe Society (83)
Drama
|]f]
Madeleine
Carroll

3826

Fred MacMurray
R — Feb. 11

|l7| Drama
Lost Patrol (73)
Victor McLaglen

Reissue

I[~6~j
Was Melodrama
a Convict (62) 824
Barton MacLane
R—
Feb. 25
Beverly
Roberts

|2i]
Beauty

915
Comedy
for the Asking

(64)
L. Ball-D. Wood
R — Jan. 28

Rogers-Wm.

Comedy

3005

You Can’t Cheat an
Honest Man
(76)
W. C. Fields
Bergen and McCarthy
R — Feb. 25

[l8] Com. Drama
FN372
Nancy Drew, Reporter
(67)
B. Granville-J. Lltel
R — Jan. 28

I
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(57)
3827

(93)

[24]
ComedyColbert
Drama
Claudette
Ri — Mar. 11
Don Ameche

3828

f~3~| Action Drama
917
12 Crowded Hours (64)
Richard Dix
Lucille Ball
R— Feb. 18

Rough
Riders Roundup
[13]
Western
853
(58)
RR.— Mar.
25
Rogers-M.
Hart

My Wife’sFamily
Relatives
Higedns
R
— Mar. Comedy
11
|2o]

(65)
810

Trouble in Sundown
(57)
R — Mar. 11
983
ern
West
[24]
Geo. O'Brien

The Saint
Strikes Back
[To]
Melodrama
918
(64)
Geo.
SandersW.
Barrie
R — Feb. 18

|24| Action
Our
Pardon

Powell

931
Drama
Nerve (68)
Williams

Lynn Bari-G.
R — Nov. 19

[17] Action Drama
King of the Xurf (87)
Adolphe Menjou
Dolores Costello
R — Feb. 18

[17I

King of Chinatown
[17] Melodrama
Akim
Tamiroff
Anna
May Wong
R — Mar. 11

Reissue
Drama
[17]
Star of Midnight (90)
G.

[17] Rom. Com. Drama 927
The Three Musketeers
(72)
Ritz Bros. -Don AmecheBinnie Barnes
R — Feb. 11

(89)
3863

Erikson

[15] Melodrama
823
Forged Passport (64)
Paul Kelly-June Lang

r
1 [ivj Action Drama
912
||Gunga Din (117)
Doug Fairbanks jr.
Joan Fontaine-C. Grant
R — Feb. 4

Beachcomber,
The
[io|
Comedy
Charles Laughton
Lanchester
RElsa
— Dec.
3

[~3~|
Comedy
Wife,
Husband
and
Friend
(75)
Loretta
Warner
R— Feb.

930

Young
Baxter
18

Inside Story (61)
[To] Action Drama
Michael Whalen
Jean Rogers
R — Oct. 22

934

[~3~] Outdoor Drama
Stagecoach (92)
Claire Trevor
John Wayne
R — Feb. 11

|24]
Drama
3024
Society Smugglers (70)
(For. Key Woman)
Preston Foster
Irene Hervey
R — Mar. 11

[~3~| Melodrama
3029
Risky Business (78)
Geo. Murphy

FN357
Daugh-

[25] Comedy
g
Yes, My
ter (85)Darlin
Priscilla Dane
Jeffrey Dynn
R — Feb. 11
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(93)
©Little Princess
with Music 932
[27] Com.Temple
Shirley
R
— Feb. Greene
25
Richard

Everybody’s Baby (62)
R
— Dec.
3
Jones
Fiamily
[24]
Comedy
Drama
935

Prison Without Bars
(79)
Edna
[15]BestDrama
Corinne
R
— Feb. Luchaire
25

Spirit
Culvera (90) 3014
[pj| of Dram
Jackie Cooper
Freddie
R — Mar. Bartholomew
4

(58)
Room
White3037
of the
Myster
rama
[j/7] yMelod
R — Apr. 1
B. Cabot-H. Mack

Up (87)
Grow Smart
Girls
Three
[24] Com. with Music
Nan
GreyDurbin
Deanna
R — Mar. 25

[4] Action
Drama
Secret
Service
of WB320
the
Air (61)

Oklahoma
Kid (80)
[TT] Outd’r
Drama
WB308
James
Cagney

ures of Jane
Advent
Arden
WB321
Drama
Action (58)
[is]

Ronald Reagan
John Litel
R — Feb. 11

Rosemary
Lane
Humphrey
R — Mar. 18 Bogart

well’4s Island (71)
RBlack
— Mar.
FN361
Action Drama
[25] Garfield-R.
J.
Lane

Dorothea Kent
R — Mar. 11

R.

Towne

R — Feb.

18

3001

j

FEBRUARY,

Hooking
A
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(zkatt

S

CURRENT

APRIL

1

APRIL

|T|
Comedy
9013
Lady and the Mob
(65)
Fay Bainter-Ida LupinoLee Bowman
R — Mar. 11

930
Drama
HU
Society Lawyer
(66)
V. Bruce-Walter Pidgeon
R — Apr. 1

|~7~| Drama
Broadway

|~5~| Melodrama
I'ndereover Agent
Russell Gleason
Shirley Deane

\u\

3824
(56)

6

26
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20

25
APRIL
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Jackie Cooper
Marjorie Reynolds
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APRIL

Law
to Texas 9214
|l6] Comes
Western
(57)Elliott
Bill

Prairie

Lucky
[2l|
Myrna

Kid

Nights

Night
(. . )
Comedy
Loy-Robert

From

G

J

(. . )
30
Only
Angels
Wings
( . . ) Have
Action Drama
[30]
C. Grant-J. Arthur

Texas

(. . )

929

Western
D.
O’Keefe-F.
Rice
[28|

Hide

Rooney-L.

Boys

YardMelodrama
(62)
Wanted
by Scotland 3829
[19]

Comedy

The Hardys
(. .)
M.

3802
(. . )

6

24

Chas. Starrett
Iris
Meredith
Western
[27]

933
Taylor

S
13

10 11

21

29 30
29

F
5

12

19
MA20
Y
26 27

18
25

15

27

T
4

9

14

18
25

1940

[~5~|

932

Drama

MARCH,
12

1940

31

Calling Dr. Kildare ( . . )
Lew Ayres-Lynn Carver
Lionel Barrymore

Ayres

5

11 12

First
[12] Offenders
Drama(61) 9030
Walter Abel
Beverly Roberts
R — Mar. 11

with Music 931
Serenade (113)

MacDonald-L.

4

RELEASES

8

[30] Action Drama
9205
North of Yukon
(64)
Chas. Starrett
Linda Winters

J.

s M
18 19

13
T

High

Stone

Reformatory

(. . )

Frankie
DarroDrama
[T~|
Action

James Stephenson
Betty Lynne

Man

From

Texas

(. . )

Tex Ritter
Western
[30]
Comedy
Sudden

Money

C. Ruggles-M.
R — Mar. 25

3829

(62)
Rambeau

|l4
Comedy
- Music
Never
Say Die
(80)

m
Comedy
3830
I’m From
Missouri (7 7)
Bob Burns-Gladys George
R — Mar. 25

Bob Hope-Martha
R — Mar. 11

3858
tern
HU
Silver
onWes
the Sage (68)
Wm.
Boyd (Hopalong)
R — Feb. 18

a

Drama
Gentleman

J. Ellison-H.
R— Mar. 11

Back
(. .) Door to Heaven
3833
Drama
[|U
Wallace Ford-Aline McMahon-Patricia
Ellis

Howard-H.

920
(65)

Wood

Ellen

Drew-George

Raft

|~5~|,onOutdoor
Ini
Pacific Drama
(..)
Barbara
Joel

Stanwyck

McCrea

Angel

|~7~| Comedy
Love
Affair

Drama
(87)

Irene Dunne-Chas.
R— Mar. 18

|

916
[lU Action
They
Made
(67)

Boyer

Drama
920
Her a Spy

RSally
— Mar.Eilers-Allan
25

(. . )
Fixer Dugan
922
a
Action DramShannon
HU Tracy-Peggy
Lee

G-Dog
(...) Tim
Holt923
Melodrama
[23]

Lane
Irene ofCastle
(92) and
story
Vernon

919
Biog. Drama
|Y|
Flying Irishman (73)
Douglas
Corrigan
R — Mar. 11

Melodrama
HU
Hound
of the Baskervilles (80)
R. Greene-W.
Barrie
B. Rathbone
R — Apr. 1

936

(..)

ma
[14] of Dra
Story
Alexander
Graham
Bell ( . . )

Peter Lorre
Jean Hersholt
Amanda
Duff
R — Mar. 18

|~7~| Comedy
East Side
B.

Winner Take All (61)
939
Drama
dy
Come25
RHU
— Feb.
Tony
Martin-Gloria Stuart

938

(. . )

Zenobia

(. . )
945

Kay
Wm.

1

Francis
Gargan

R-Feb.

George

4

i

Bari-Henry

Kid
940

Hull

Captain
Burke

Brent;

R-Mar.

Fury

(. . )

Victor McLaglen-June
Lang-Brian Aherne
Drama
jjf} Action

For Love or
June Lang
[28] Comedy
Robt. Kent

Sweepstakes

Dark Victory (106)
FN354
Drama
[22]
Bette Davis

WB316
5)
Melod
[j~5]
Women
in rama
the Wind(6

Cisco

Climbing High ( . . )
Jessie Matthews
8012
Musical
^

Big Town Czar ( . . )
Barton MacLane
Eve Arden
Action Drama
HU
Ed Sullivan

|~3~| Outd’r Drama
WB304
(giDodge City (104)
Errol Flynn
Olivia de Havilland

the

(71)

Oliver Hardy-Billie
Harry
R — Mar.Langdon
18
Comedy
HU

Blondell

of

Drama
HU Outdoor
Warner
Baxter
Lynn

Inspector Hornleigh
Gordon Mel
Harker
odrama
HU
Miki Hood

With Music
of Heaven

Crosby-J.

(. .)
Ileturn

Don
Ameche-Loretta
Young-Henry
Fonda

838

Money

(. . )

Drama

Winner

(. . )

M. Wilson-J. Davis
FN373
Comedy
HU

11

1

i

ANEOUS

MISCELL
WARNEH-F. v

|~1~] Melodrama
WB323
On Trial (62)
John Litel
Margaret Lindsay
R — Mar. 25

R — Astaire-G.
Mar. Mu
18 si
F.
Rogers
cal
H|]

|~7~| Melodrama
937
Mr. Moto on Danger
Island (64)

[~7~|
Drama
Wuthering Heights
Merle Oberon
Laurence Olivier
R — Apr. 1

Comedy
HU
Family
Next
Door
Hugh
Herbert
Joy Hodges

3834
Ken-

tucky (. . )Drama
[28]
The Comedy
Lady’s
From

843

stern
We
HU
Mexicali
Rose (58)
Roy Rogers
Mary Hart
R — Apr. 1

|
[3l
Almost

3832
Raye

[l4| Melodrama
3831
Bulldog
Drummond’s
Secret Police
(55)
J.

3864

94
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SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT.

THEATRES.

@ leatlna 4jou.ie

SERVICES

Classified Ads 10c Per Word, Payable in Advance.
GENERAL

EQUIPMENT

USED

DUO “SOUND MASTER” sound heads
with the gyro-stabilizer. Amplifiers with
copper oxide rectified DC exciter supply.
Speakers. Two-way horn systems. If not
at your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
BUY
cash

NOW — We

will quote

Minimum

you

special

prices, 15% above MANUFACTURING cost — all silent multiple rotor blowers; all sizes of washed air units. If interested, get in touch with us. These prices

$1.00. Display Rates on Request
THEATRE

EQUIPMENT

DATE

*

STRIPS

PAIR
POWERS
6B PROJECTORS;
model DR Syncrofilm sound heads; model
100 Operadio amplifier with Jensen 3

extraordinary — that describes 20th Century RAINBOW-COLORED metal theatre

speaker combination; GE mazda lamphouses and regulars; y4 H. P. motors. All

date
— 3"xl4"
and 4''xl4”
—
15c strips.
each. Two
You sizes
MUST
see these.
Send

for

15c for sample.
ING, Erie, Pa.

$495.00, F.O.B. Houston. SOUTHWESTERN THEATRE EQUIPMENT
CO.,
1416 Main St., Houston, Tex.

FLASH!!!

Modern,

20TH

THEATRES
FOR SALE — 2 Simplex-Acme projectors,
complete with RCA Sound and Strong reflector arcs, reels, cabinet, rewinder, etc.
All in excellent condition. Also sound

durable,

CENTURY

beautiful,

PLAT-

WANTED

MOTION
PICTURE THEATRE
WANTED in good live city of 2,000 or more, preferably in the middle west northern states,
by responsible and financially able party.
Prefer lease but will buy if price is right.
Write Box 257, Black River Falls, Wis.

are good until May 1. DEALERS WANTED. Rainbow Mist Spray Nozzles, lots of
100 or more — 32c. Years of experience has

screen. J. W.
field, Ala.

taught us how to serve you. Several slightly used blowers for sale — BARGAIN. Peterson “Freezem” Manufacturing & Sales
Co., 2620 Charlotte St., Kansas City, Mo.

bearing movements; rear shutters complete with Strong low intensity arc lamps

WANTED — Small theatre in Minnesota
or the Dakotas. Box 274, Red Lake Falls,
Minn.

and Strong 15 amp. rectifiers — $575.00
takes everything. N. Rafalski, 2202 N.
Maplewood Ave., Chicago.

NOTICES

LIBERAL

TIME

PAYMENT

PLAN

NOW

AVAILABLE!
Re-equip your theatre at
our low catalog prices. S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

NEW
LANSING

EQUIPMENT

TWO-WAY

2 USED

SYS-

TEMS— close out at jobber’s prices — while
they last — act quick. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

219 41st St., Fair-

SIMPLEX— A- 1 shape;

double

FOR
DeVry

SALE — Practically new portable
35mm complete booth: projectors,

sound,

lamps and metal booth. Reasonable. Stanley Theatre Supply Co.. 1235
Wabash, Chicago.

South

HORN

Andrews,

BARGAIN — We
have one complete
Washed- Air unit; slightly used; washer,
pump and motor;
tor, and switches.

blower, belts, drive moCapacity of 20,000 c.f.m.

HELP

WEATHER —

100%

performance. 1,000% customer satisfaction; silent operation; low first cost;
low operating cost. Write for testimonial
folder and prices. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

DUO “SOUND MASTER”— The Golden
Voice of the Silver Screen. New low cost
economy and junior models. If not at
your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
DUO

"LIGHT MASTER” super low intensity projection lamps. More light at no
increase in operating cost. If not at your
dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE CO„
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
THEATRE

TICKETS

UNEXCELLED QUALITY— 50 rolls stock
tickets, $12.50; 20 rolls, $5.80; 100,000 special printed rolls or machine tickets,
$14.90. Shipping charges paid to 1,000
miles. Cash with order. Kansas City Ticket
Co., Dept. B, 1717 Wyandotte St., Kansas
City, Mo.
BOOKS

&

City. Mo.

THEATRE
HERE’S
American

with

office — only

a

4,000 used American, Heywood and Irwin chairs with upholstered spring-cushion seats; excellent condition; priced very
reasonable. Cinema Seating Co., 4431 N.
Kimball, Chicago, 111.
SEAT

a year

(52

to Box-

issues).

Pro-

vides for all bookkeeping, dating, advertising and exploiting pictures. Write Subscription Department, Boxoffice, 4704 E.
9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
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RECOVERING

116 Merrimac

$1.00

TYPE

each

BATTERY

instrument.

between

boxoffice, booth, stage, etc. D’ARMAND
SUPPLY
CO., Grant-Grandview Ave.,
Portsmouth, Ohio.
•

on

new

and

motors, pumps, stokers. Cash or deferred
payments on approved credit. Write us
your requirements. Conditioned Air Co.,
926 N. Cass St.. Milwaukee. Wis.
BE SMART— THRIFTY— COOL!
Buy
S.O.S. direct-shot blowers. Equipped with
variable speed drive, Fafnir bearings. From
$39.50. Write S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp.,
New York.

DOOR

Door

MAKES

CLOSERS
Door

Closers

repaired.

Closers for every door. Prompt service. Quotations on request. Columbus
Closer Co., 209 East Long St., Columbus, Ohio.

BINGO

TELEPHONES,
Service

PRICES

slightly used air conditioning units, air
filters, washers, blowers, compressors
(refrigeration), cooling coils, heating coils,

St., Bos-

COMMUNICATIONS
WALL

4704 E. 9th St., Kansas

AIR CONDITIONING
ATTRACTIVE

New

ARTIFICIAL LEATHER
MOLESKIN—
81c per yd.; Sateen, 60c yd. Six seats
from two yards. Samples on request.

WANTED

MANAGER- — 9 years’ experience; young,
interested in future; married; go anywhere.

ALL

Commercialeather,
ton.

year’s subscription
$2.00

York.

USED
SEATS— 5,000 full-upholstered
Heywood and American. 2,000 with linen
covers. Excellent condition, real bargain.
Stanley Theatre Supply Co., 1235 South
Wabash, Chicago.

FREE — The 1938-39 Picture Guide combined with the Date and Record Book is
yours

REAL VALUE —
1,250 used
Seating chairs, with inserted

panel backs, re-upholstered box-spring
seats; entirely refinished, $2.50 each. First
come, first served. S.O.S. Cinema Supply
Corp., New

POSITIONS

B-1105, Boxoffice,
City, Mo.

CHAIRS

WANTED

SALESMEN
WANTED— With experience
selling theatre operators, to sell new box
office stimulator. Photo Nite Syndicate,
Robinson, Illinois.

$700.00
Air Conditioning — MAGIC

F.O.B. Kansas City, Mo. Guaranteed. Peterson “Freezem” Manufacturing
Sales Co., 2620 Charlotte St., Kansas

The public auction of the leasehold on
three theatres in Middletown, Connecticut, set for April 11, 1939, is cancelled.
There will be no sale.

CARDS

$2.00 Per Thousand
Write today for sample card and
complete information.
BOX 1100, ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS
4704 East Ninth St„ Kansas City, Mo.

Address copy to BOXOFFICE,
Form- close Monday noon

4704 E. Ninth >t., Kansas City,
preceding publication date.

Mo.

MONOGRAM

PICTURES

presents

YOUR BOY OF THE STREETS
STAR IN A SMASHING
INDICTMENT OF NEW YORK’S
CRADLE OF CRIME!

JACKIE

COOPER

STREETS NEW YORK
WITH

NEW

JUVENILE

SCREEN

S

MARJORIE
IlfcHl ■

EDITION

tells How

GILDING THE
EASTER
LILY!
That M-G-M

Lion

has a positive
genius for delivering
big shows
holiday

for big

crowds —

Thanksgiving
"Out
New

West

it was

With

Year's

the Hardys"

it was

"Sweethearts"
it's "Broadway

and

now

Serenade"!

We’re happy to give your patrons “BROADWAY SERENADE”, as sweet a holiday goldgetter as ever packed in the lads and lassies with their new Easter bonnets!
“BROADWAY SERENADE” has heart appeal, eye appeal and ear appeal — romance,
spectacle and music to lift the spectator from wintry doldrums to Springtime cheer! Hear! Hear!
And speaking of M-Q-M’s Springtime hits:
“IT’S HEY MONEY, MONEY AND A HA-CHA-CHA!”
We

have seen the new DR. KILDARE

picture (“ Calling Dr. Kildare ”) and it’s a thrilling ful-

fillment of this series’ promise!
We

have seen the new HARDY

FAMILY

picture (“The Hardys Ride High’’) and when you see

it you’ll agree with us that it’s their best yet! A riot of fun!
We have seen “GOODBYE MR. CHIPS” from our production unit that made “Yank at Oxford”
and “ The Citadel”, which won the N.Y. critics’ Best Picture of The Year award! It is sensational!
And

there’s Robert Taylor and Myrna

Loy in “Lucky Night” — Claudette Colbert and James

Stewart in “It’s A Wonderful World” — Johnny Weissmuller

LOTS

OF TALK

in “Tarzan” and a flock more.

in the papers about 1939-40 and M-G-M

has big things in store for that,

BUT before Sept. 1st rolls around you’re going to enjoy a merry Springtime and a Summer
of gala M-G-M shows!
SUMMER, WINTER, SPRING AND
FRIENDLY TO YOUR BOXOFFICE

FALL-AND SUMMER
WHEN YOU DEPEND

AGAIN-EVERY SEASON IS
ON THE FRIENDLY COMPANY!

PUBLISHED

EVERY

ASSOCIATED
Vol.

SATURDAY

BEN

BY

PUBLICATIONS

34

Number

20

MAURICE

Member
Bureau

I. H. GALLAGHER
General

of Circulations

MR.

HAYS

TO TELL what will be told here today means to go

chronological. We're on our way.
Without necessarily seeking to make it dominant, we
fail utterly to comprehend how the producers of films
can overlook or ignore, or afford to overlook and ignore,
the trends of the times in which they pursue their way.
This is a reprint from the "Notes to You"
BOXOFFICE, issue of lune 4, 1938.
do not subscribe

Manager

William G. Pormby, Editor; Jesse Shlyen,
Managing Editor; J. Harry Toler, Modern
Theatre Editor; Louis Rydell, Advertising
Manager; Ivan Spear, Western Manager.

Editorial Offices'. 9 rockefeller plaza, new
york city; Publication Office: 4704 e. 9th
ST., KANSAS CITY, MO./ Hollywood
6404 HOLLYWOOD blvd.; Chicago : 332 s. Michigan blvd.

We

KANN

Editor-in-Chief

April 8, 1939
Audit

SHLYEN

Publisher

department

in

to any theory this industry must

stand forevermore faithful to the boy-meets-girl formula
and dare not budge beyond. It has been doing exactly
that for many years now and the consequences of the
desire to avoid issues bedevilling the average man who
is also the average filmgoer need no repetition at this
juncture.
We do subscribe to the theory, and it is not a new
one, that the industry will reach its real majority when
it learns to understand there is no permanent permanency in the escapist theme and that films are too close
to the rank and file to perpetually dodge the problems
of the rank and file. In order that this may be quite
clear, it, no doubt, becomes essential to make it very
evident

this argument has nothing at all to do with alterations in the entertainment foundation line along
which the industry must proceed. There is need, and it
is a pressing need, of making films more vital without
endangering the entertainment mould and it is in this
direction we believe the industry finally must head.

This is not a new idea, of course, and fortunately.
Films constantly propagandize for some issue, some
cause or some standard whether it be along properly
established and widely accepted moral lines or for the
glorification of the army and navy. The social and economic have been recognized, also, whether by design or
accident. All of this from the same column, but from
the issue of November 26.
This may be a blind spot with this columnar conductor,
the idea of having films say something. But he refuses
to believe anything of the kind. He continues to maintain that motion pictures can, and must, become more
adult as a natural development in their growth. The
drama of today is the greatest untapped source of Hollywood's material. Constantly hammered home in pro-industry statements is the up, up, up in production quality.
What does this mean? Merely improved photography,
better sets, maturing direction and acting? Or does it
not include a broadening at the base to envelop better
and more intelligent material not circumscribed by the
palpably obvious limitation of poor gal-rich fellow? If
this is at all familiar, it means you read it once before
and also in "Notes," issue of December 10 last year.
Here we go again, xastride one of our most persistent

OBLIGES
arguments:

the need

for the industry

to transmute

its

awareness of events occurring around it into terms of its'
product. Not all of its product, of course. Not any of its
product in propaganda form, but always comfortably
and

adroitly within the accepted framework of the entertainment formula. We think there is no escape frp;cn
it, now or ultimately. And it begins to look further and
faster a case of now, not then. From "The Fog Lifts Over
Hollywood," an editorial published on January 14, 1939.
Hays is sensitive to reactions outside the industry. fr»,
JjjLe.
is aware published opinion in many directions has been
creating a clamour about the state of the film institution.
It is calling upon Hollywood to stop boring its customers.
It is petitioning the producer to cease shadow boxing
with the vibrant issues of the day. It is urging Hollywood to do this if only sufficiently to recognize their
existence by reflecting something of their presence on
the screen, again and always within the entertainment
framework. We take it, and we do it in all caution, that
Hays is approaching a point where the message on the
signpost is restlessly awaiting some sort of a reply. The
issue, persistent and inescapable, cannot perpetually be
put off. An extract from an editorial, “Mr. Hays Reads
a Signpost," published on January 28.
What marks Hollywood as apart irom the world it lives
in is its refusal, thus far, to substantially recognize what
is going on in that world and to reflect in its output something of the burning issues of the day. No substantial
reason comes to mind why the contemporary scene cannot be reflected in terms of widely accepted entertaihment. Romance, love, comedy, drama, action and all the
climaxes do not at all have to be routed out because an
underlying, or even a dominant theme, deals with an
economic or social condition obviously crying for adthe issue justment
of or correction.
February 18.Back

to "Notes"

and

now

from

There need be no fear in any exhibitor minds that all
which has been said in these columns means Hollywood
must convert itself into a machine for propaganda. That
term has been deliberately tossed about to befog the
issue, anyway. But there is need, exactly as there is
room, for a portion of the product that has something
vibrant and alive to say; for product that is modern
because it deals with modern causes and effects; for
product that strikes into new channels worn through by
the pressure of the times in which we live. Culled from
"Another

Reading

of the Signpost," February

25, editorial.

It is BOXOFFICE'S point of view, and certainly anything but a secret by this time, that motion pictures
can heighten their dramatic — and their entertainment
values — by paying some attention to matters current
(Continued

on page

8)

MAJORS GOING AHEAD WITH DRAFT DESPITE
ALLIED DALE; HOPE RANK AND FILE ACCEPT
Distributor Executives
Meet Soon to Decide
When Into Effect

Allied Will Not Go for Pact;
MPTOA

Approval

Seen

New York — Hopeful that a majority of
independent exhibitors will play along and
sign voluntary arbitration agreements,
despite the recent decision by Allied’s
executive committee in Washington not to
call a board meeting for action on the
trade practice draft, distributors are going ahead with the industry self-regulation program, a spokesman for the major
company informs Boxoffice.
“We have formulated the program for
the purpose of aiding the industry,” the
spokesman declared, “and, if the provisions are going to help those within the
business, we are for it.
“If Allied doesn’t go for it, we will proceed without them,” the distributor
spokesman added. "We feel confident
that, when Allied members individually
see what there is in the draft, they will
take it regardless of what the national body
does.”
Distributor executives will meet shortly
to decide what date the pact will go into
effect. It already has been stated the
provisions will apply under all contracts
for the new season. As far as arbitration
and its procedure goes major company
executives are waiting to see how many
independent theatre owners adopt the
draft and sign pledges. Leaders of the
MPTOA
and independent exhibitor groups
which negotiated with distributors are
being asked to secure pledges from constituents. Distributors are anxious to receive as many pledges as they can get.
Many Groups Huddle
Meetings of local exhibitor bodies were
conducted in various parts of the country
this week to take action on the proposals
submitted.
A copy of the latest trade draft has
been sent to the department of justice and
distributors are hopeful a joint meeting
will be held with Thurman Arnold “at the
earliest possible date for the purpose of
obtaining approval.”
In an accompanying letter sent to exhibitor organizations which participated
in the negotiations, distributors point out
arbitration for specific matters are provided. "We also enclose,” the letter
stated, “a proposed basis which we prepared some time ago upon which arbitration machinery may be set up. We realize
this is not complete and further elaboration is necessary, but we believe that the
statements of principle contained in it and
in the memorandum
itself will readily
furnish the foundation for the machinery
desired.”
The first draft on arbitration procedure
appeared exclusively in Boxoffice on
January 28, 1939. Minor changes have
(Continued

4

on

page

5)

HE'S FOR
HE'S NOT

Washington — Holding that “the trade
practice proposals submitted by distributors not only are incomplete, but they do
not pretend to abolish compulsory block
booking and blind selling, and do not touch
on theatre divorcement,” which are among
the main issues embodied in the government’s anti-trust suit, Allied will not take
any action on the trade practice draft sent
out by distributors, an official statement
issued by Abram F. Myers, general counsel, states. Myers conferred with Col. H.
A. Cole, Nathan Yamins, Sidney E. Samuelson and Martin G. Smith here and the
committee decided not to call a special
board meeting for official action.
The fact that distributors have done
nothing on advancing arbitration other
than

again

list the provisions which accompanied the second draft is another vital
factor which has determined Allied not to
consider the latest draft. The committee
also reviewed Allied’s participation in the
negotiations with distributors and the conditions set down by the Allied board upon
which it would
regulation.

accept

a

plan

for self-

Pointing out the latest draft “will not
afford independent exhibitors the relief
which they are entitled to and must
the Allied statement continues:

have,”

“This draft contains a re-wording of
certain substantive proposals, but offers no
change whatever in the skeleton outline of
arbitration contained in the second draft.
In view of the resolutions of the board to
the effect that any proposals to merit
consideration must contain all the details
of arbitration, the executive committee is
without

power

to consider

IT

SATISFIED

this third draft,

Washington — Motion

Picture

Theatre

Owners will accept the latest trade practice proposals of the distributors as a first
step toward achieving the objectives at
which they aim, but Allied States will not
recede from its demands for “full relief”
from block booking and blind selling, divorce and arbitration.
These

varying points of view were expressed by representatives of the two organizations as they and other interests of
the industry met in Washington for the
hearings on the Neely bill.
Pointing out that the proposed code
covers a number of major points, although
it is “not all we would wish,” Ed Kuykendall, president of the MPTOA, expressed
the belief that his board would accept it
when it next met on the subject.
“It forms

a basis for clearing up a num-

ber of important problems,” Kuykendall
said. However, he indicated, its effect will
depend entirely upon the course of the
block booking legislation, and contended
that if the Neely bill were passed, the proposed code would be valueless.
nor will the board
to consider it.

be specially

convened

“Allied has consistently adhered to the
position that any program which does not
include provision for ending the practice
of compulsory block booking and blind
selling, as well as provision for the divorcement of distributors from their theatre
holdings, will not afford the independent
exhibitors the relief which they are entitled to and must have. This position the
(Continued on page 5)
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N. Y. INDEPENDENTS DISAPPOINTED IN PACT;
"NOT WHAT WE EXPECTED," THEIR REACTION
The "Final Word"

Majors Will Proceed With Pact
Despite Rejection by Allied

New York — “This is not trade reform,”
is the privately expressed opinion of independent circuit leaders and operators who
have seen the official trade practice code.

(Continued from page 4)
been made in the revised plan with
addition of clause nine, particularly

That “it may point the way” seems to
he generally conceded, but there is evidence of profound disappointment in the
new pact. However, there is substantial

paragraph relating to disputes concerning exhibitors who do not sign the voluntary arbitration agreement.
Individual theatre operators will not receive copies of the draft until distributors

Further "Idea Exchange"
Is Indicated Before

indication that a further “exchange of
ideas” between “bona fide” independent
exhibitor organizations and major distributor representatives will be sought before the “last word is said.”
Reaction to the newest proposals varies
criticism of the distributors’ negotiating committee in that the draft “is
not what we expected after Chicago” to
a stinging rebuke to majors’ lawyers “for
throwing in a veil of graciousness to soften
between

the blow of the government suit.”
In lieu of formal ratification or rejection from Allied and the seven independent organizations who are expected to
give the draft further study before making known their decisions, all reaction is
informal and privately held. The MPTOA
has accepted it and later hopes for more.
Far outweighing opinions that hold the
pact to be a “starting point” which might
lead to a fuller understanding of “the
real problems,” is the sentiment that the
lawyers have again prevented the “real
issues” from getting proper consideration.
“Too

Many

Conditions”

“There are altogether
ands, buts and conditions

too many ifs,
in most of the

clauses,” is one viewpoint. We all know
that sales managers, branch managers
and district managers have to keep up
their records — or else. Let us not be naive
enough to think that, regardless of the intent of the cancellation clause, pictures
are going to cost us any less. Then again,
who is to sit in judgment when there is
evidence that switching of pictures from
lower brackets to higher brackets is going
on?”, continues the view.
And more: “If the distributors mean
that there should not be any further score
charges, why don’t they come right out
and say: ‘Score charges are hereby eliminated,’ without putting a condition on
it?”
Still another

criticism

revolves

about

the non-forcing of shorts clause. In one
particular quarter, this clause is held to
be meaningless.
“Everyone knows that just so long as
shorts have not been contracted for the
price of your features is going to be just
that much higher. As soon as a deal for
shorts becomes a condition of your feature contract, you immediately notice the
average price for the features has been
BOXOFFICE
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are
the
the

reduced,”
The

is the position taken by an independent operator.
revised arbitration setup was attacked by a number of exhibitors as con-

should

stituting what the distributors “think it
be like instead of incorporating the

method for relief sought by exhibitors.”
Here is one approach: “The distributors
should have told the three leading exhibitor groups to submit their ideas on arbitration and, when these were defined, they
should

have been accepted by the distributors as the best way to handle it.

After

all, the distributors should be interested in its equal representation. Aroitration is something that comes into the
open;

it is not a star-chamber proceeding. If an exhibitor has a just cause for
complaint it should be arbitrated and a
fair verdict offered. But how can this be
realized if the distributors impose all sorts
of conditions about limiting the powers of
arbitrators.”

Allied Rejects Pact ;
MPTOA Accepts It
(Continued

from

page

4)

it plain to Allied’s representatives that Allied was free, notwithstanding the negotiations, to pursue a larger measure of
relief by legislation and litigation.
“The trade practice proposals submitted
distributors not only are incomplete,

but they do not pretend to abolish compulsory block booking and blind selling and
do not touch the subject of theatre divorcement. The proposals do not provide relief
commensurate with that asked by the government in its suit. Under the above mentioned resolutions of the Allied board, Allied can follow no other course than to
support and seek passage of the Neely bill
to prohibit block booking and blind selling
of motion pictures. The executive committee, therefore, has voted unanimously to
appear before the Interstate Commerce
Committee of the Senate, and before the
House Committee if hearings are held, in
support

of the Neely bill.”

the

seven

exhibitor-organizations

whether

or

not

adopt

it, according to William F. Rodgers, chairman of the sub-committee. Neither will
distributors do anything about including
the provisions of the draft in selling agreements until it is officially learned that the
majority of exhibitors, as represented by
the seven unaffiliated units, will go for
the proposals.
Because of the individual producer setup at UA, Murray Silverstone, general
manager, explains the company’s stand on
trade practices as being one where “we
never were and could not be part of the
agreement. This was clearly understood
by all from the very inception of the
negotiations.
“However,” he adds, “we would emphasize that many of the points covered
in the proposed pact actually have been
in operation since the inception of the
company 20 years ago and today are still
a That
part of
the producers’
sales to
policy.”
Allied
would continue
strive for
legislation and litigation to achieve its aim
in overcoming the alleged abuses in the
industry likewise was exclusively reported by Boxoffice, March 18, alter cjmidential memorandums
had been distributed to Allied’s committee advising
members to gather “evidence” for possible
use in a series of anti-trust suits. Allied’s
action followed closely on the heels of the
repeal

negotiating committee made plain to the
representatives of distributors. Moreover,
the representatives of the distributors made

by

informed

independent

of the North Dakota theatre divorcement bill. Allied then indicated its

renewed support of the Neely-Edmiston
Bill which seeks to eliminate block booking and blind selling. This is confirmed
in a statement issued by Abram F. Myers
three days after Rodgers sent out the
third revision of the trade draft.
Epitomizing the attitude of distributors,
one spokesman said, upon issuance of the
latest draft, “The revised document contains 80 per cent of what the exhibitor
bodies asked for. That is the limit we can
Because of the complexities involved in
arbitration
give now.” procedure and harking back to
NRA days when local boards were set up
for handling complaints, distributors feel
this phase of the draft requires more
study in the final analysis. Meetings will
be held with experts on arbitration before
a final plan is worked out. However, the
powers vested in boards at this time deal
primarily with adjudication of disputes
concerning various contract and draft
clauses, but in no instance can boards
designate damages. Limitations apparently are to determine whether there is a
breach of faith or contract and upon these
issues the board will decide.
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Points Out Each Major
Acts Independently
On Industry Pact
Syracuse,

N. Y. — Members

of Allied of

New York, in session here recently, were
warned to “watch catch phrases in new
contracts’’ and to delay new season buying until Abram F. Myers, general counsel
for the national organization, has had an
opportunity to study the final trade practice draft sent out by distributors and also
new contract forms which are to include
provisions of the draft.
The probability is Allied men all over
the country are being similarly advised
by their leaders, either at special meetings or by bulletin.
M-G-M, it was stated, will include the
trade pact provisions although new contract forms have not yet been printed.
Whether other companies will do likewise
is not apparent at this time, but it is understood each distributor is acting independently on the issue.
Warn

of “Worksheet

Terms"

“Watch for catch phrases and don't let
the distributors take your birthright
away,” Allied members were told. The exhibitors were also told to be particularly
careful while discussing terms on work
sheets in view of so-called practices by
some distributors to permit the playing of
some pictures until a final agreement is
signed. The view held here was that, when
pictures are dated during negotiations,
contracts become retroactive and hence
exhibitors may be held to the terms of
specific clauses not previously familiar,
thereby perhaps jeopardizing their rights.
“Everybody is now out selling,” the theatre owners were told, “and guard yourselves. Set up machinery now and do not
get caught in the middle of a wave.”
Myers, who a few weeks ago held a twoday conference in New York with a distributor’s legal committee comprising William J. Donovan, Austin C. Keough and
Robert W. Perkins, is understood to have
made a number of suggestions which were
turned down by major companies. He will
analyze the final trade draft for national
Allied and “if he thinks it important” will
call upon the board of directors to pass on
it. If Myers feels the trade pact is meaningless and not worthwhile to discuss it
with the board, “the matter will be disposed of via the bulletin route.”
Promised

Myers

Report

Allied of New York members were promised a full report on Myers’ reaction to
the draft and what to look out for when
signing contracts for the new season.
Another factor leading to the warning
“not to buy now” was the demand by
Allied men here for established clearances
so that they might know where they are
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New

N . Y. Independents
Alter Cuts
New
in

York — With

distributors

declar-

ing they are eliminating score charges
compliance with the provisions of

the

trade practice draft, exhibitors
cally are reported prepared to ask

reductions, instead of
creases, on new deals.

granting

lofor
in-

Score charges, in many instances,
have meant an additional levy of $5 a
picture
These
when

for

will

each

picture.

insist

exhibitors.

operators

talks for new

they

at when
deals.

independent

theatre

on

season

hold
buys

lopping

the time comes

that,
begin,

off $5

York — Neither

on

to negotiate new

Century

“Be careful in your relationship with
exchange managers,” the men were cautioned. “We are definitely determined each
man is entitled to a bill of rights and no
one man will dominate the situation.

York

Moved

Up

It then developed that the few Century
units which had been second run moved
into the first class category, in opposition
to Loew’s and RKO, and with it other
neighborhood houses moved up from third
to second run.
With the expiration of the Warner deal,
the Century houses are now back on their
old clearance schedule. Sam Cocalis also
got a break in one or two spots as a result of the Warner-RKO differences, but
he likewise has resumed his former status.

Schine must go!”
Exchanges are reported not averse to
the fight brewing between Allied and the
Schine circuit on clearances. Branch managers are not entering the fray, it is said,
but some are reported standing on the
sidelines ready to assist Allied.
It is understood Allied is prepared to
spend more than $5,000 in an anti-trust
suit against Schine and the major companies, with M-G-M and several other distributors in the middle, in an effort to
break down the entire upstate New York
clearance situation. Basis for the suit will
be the Michael Boumansour charge he is
being driven out of the Plaza, Malone, because of allegedly unfair tactics by Schine
(Continued on page 22)

Clearance

B1

Allied of New

nor Allied of New Jersey has requested
any information from local exchange
heads regarding clearance setups in the
Greater New York area. If such requests are made, it is stated by branch
managers, they will be denied.
However, one prominent major company
sales executive says no changes in the
existing protection setup are expected and
the only time alterations of radical revisions are made is when a major company
sells away from the major circuits, for one
reason or another.
This was borne out several years ago
when the Loew circuit did not buy half
of the Warner output as it had previously
done. There was some question whether
RKO would close for the other half, but
before a deal was concluded, Warners had
sold away to Century circuit for several
Long Island situations.

Philadelphia — Sidney

Samuelson,

busi-

ness manager for Allied of Eastern Pennsylvania, is understood from reliable
sources to have approached several major
exchanges for records on local clearance
schedules. Branch heads are reported to
have turned Samuelson down, informing
him at the same time they will discuss
clearance when exhibitors are either contacted or come in on new film buys.

Test Under

New York — First local test of the trade pact
prevailing clearances is expected when Randforce
at Clinton St., Brooklyn.

Pact

Looms

provision on new theatres and
opens its new house in the fall

Several exhibitors in the neighborhood are already worried about the situation because of the buying power of Randforce. According to the trade pact,
new
theatres, regardless of size, are supposed to follow existing theatres on
protection. The new house is to seat 1,800 and will be designed along latest lines.
The question is: With a brand new house in the neighborhood, should the theatre
follow outdated and smaller units?
Some theatremen see this situation as one of the first under arbitration and,
at the

same

time,

foresee

it setting

up

a

precedent.
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REPUBLIC WILL STEP OUT FOR NEW SEASON;
FOUR HIGH BRACKET FILMS AMONG ITS FIFTY
"Man of Conquest" Bow
Company Springboard
To the New Season
Houston — Excited over “Man of Conquest,” its most important picture to date,
Republic is determined to step out with
the new season. Four “De Luxe Specials,”
each one to be budgeted at a minimum of
$750,000, will be the springboard.
Details of the 1939-40 lineup of 26 features, 24 westerns and four serials were
outlined to southern franchise holders,
branch managers and their salesmen during a two-day regional meeting which got
under way at the Rice Hotel, Friday.
Opening of the sessions was preceded by
the premiere of “Man of Conquest” Thursday night at the Majestic. Herbert J.
Yates, chairman of the board; James R.
Grainger, president of the company, and
A1 Adams, director of advertising and
publicity, came on from New York for the
first public showing and the sales palavers.
Republic’s jump toward bigger pictures
and a wider market presage substantial
increases in production budgets for the
new season. The total of 50 features contemplated include:
Four De Luxe Specials.
Six Anniversary Specials.
Sixteen Jubilee Productions.
Eight Roy Rogers.
Eight Gene Autry.
Eight “The Three Mesquiteers,” with
John Wayne in top billing.
Chairman of the local sessions was Clair
E. Hilgers, southern district sales manager.
Yates speech highlighted the sessions
when he discussed the future of the company. Moe J. Siegel, president of Republic
Productions, talked on production, while
William Saal, special representative, discussed the new program from various
angles. Grainger pivoted his topic on
“Selling

the Program.” A1 Adams explained some of the plans in view on advertising, publicity and exploitation.
Arthur C. Bromberg, William G. Underwood, Claude Ezell, Sol Davis, M. Lowenstein and B. F. Busby gave their views on
“What Republic Means to Me.”
Detail on the program follows, with no
information released on casts for the major
features:
Four

De

Luxe

Productions

“Seven Million Dollars,”
by Sinclair Lewis.

from

the story

“The Dark Command,” by W. R. Burnett.
“Two Orphans,” by R. D’Ennery.
“Wagons Westward,” by Armstrong
Sperry.
Six

“Lady
Brown.

Anniversary

From

New

Specials

Orleans,”

“Tillie the Toiler,” from
strip by Russ Westover.
“Storm
dullah.

Over

BOXOFFICE

India,”

by

the

They Look

“Escape From Sing Sing,” by Louis Berg,
based on his novel, “Revelations of a Prison
“Call of the North,” by Jack London.
Doctor.”
“The Champ Maker,” by Kendal Evans
and Frank Scully, based on the life of Tex
Rickard.
“Bengal
son.

Border

“Forgotten

Girls,” by Earl

John-

Felton.

“Tom Sawyer Abroad,” by Mark Twain.
“Wolf of New York,” by Nat Ferber.
“Girl From God’s Country,” by Nell
Shipman.
“Bowery

Boy,” by Sam

ser.“A Sporting

Fuller.

Ab-

at the World’s Fair,” “We’re in the Money”
and “Everybody’s Happy.”
Additionally, there will be eight westerns
starring Gene Autry, as follows: “When
the Moon Comes Over the Mountain,”
“Village Barn Dance,” “Just a Song at
Twilight,” “Old Faithful,” “Ride, Tender“Down

foot, Ride,” “Round-Up Time
by the Old Mill Stream”

in Reno,”
and “Car-

Moon.” starring Roy Rogers: “The
Also,olinaeight
Arizona Kid,” “Death Valley Days,” “In
Old Cheyenne,” “Robinhood of the Pecos,”
“Man From Rio,” “Washington Cowboy,”
Days of ’49” and “Wyoming Wildcat.”
And with “The Three Mesquiteers” will
come “Cowboys From Texas,” “Sons of the
Saddle,” “West of Santa Fe,” ‘“Oklahoma
Outlaws,” “Rocky Mountain Rangers,”
"Pioneers of the West, “Covered Wagon

Chance,”

by Richard

Worm-

Days” and “Arizona Skies.”
Four serials will include

of the Hour,”

by George

Broad-

Specials, “The Lone Texas Ranger” and
“Drums of Fu Manchu,” and two Stream-

“Here Come the Marines,” by Mildred
Cram.
Four Higgins Family films are included
in the 16 Jubilee Productions, with titles

line Serials, “King of the Royal Mounted”
and “Jimmy Valentine Strikes Again.” The
Supers will have 15 chapters each, the
Streamline, 12 chapters.
(Attendance data on page 20)
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Patrol,” by Adrian

Beth

cartoon

Achmed

1939-40 —

“Guilty of Treason,” by Peter B. Kyne.
“Gangs of Chicago,” author not listed.
“The Crooked Road,” by Nat Ferber.
Sixteen Jubilee Productions

“Man
hurst.

by

Toward

Republic men who completed the first of four regionals at Houston over the
weekend. Above, to the left, is James R. Grainger, president, and to the right,
Herbert J. Yates, chairman of the board. Below, left to right, are Clair E.
Hilgers, southern district sales manager and chairman of the Houston session; Moe J. Siegel, president of Republic Productions ; William Saal, special
representative, and Al Adams, director of advertising and publicity.

“The

Fighting

Irish,” “A

Day

two

Super-
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in the American scene; that this
is well within comparatively easy
accomplishment without converting
a
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"While the barometer of the boxoffice went up and down with picture appeal and entertainment continued to be the commodity which
the public supported, the past year
has been notable for the rising tide
of discussion as to the social function of the screen. In a period of
great tension in world affairs, the
conflict of opinion, however, as between those who would preserve the
motion picture theatre as a center of
popular recreation and those who
would emphasize the social import
of the art was more often apparent
than real. The increasing number of
pictures produced by the industry
which treat honestly and dramatically many current themes proves that
there is nothing incompatible between the best interests of the boxoffice and the kind of entertainment
that raises the level of audience appreciation, whatever the subject
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medium, founded upon, committed to and dependent upon its ability to entertain, into a machinery
for propaganda, that loosely applied
and easily bandied about word. So
said "Notes" on March 11.
And now on March 27 comes along
Will H. Hays with this opening
paragraph to his annual report:

CANADA

CALGARY,
ALTA. — The Albertan, Wm.
Campbell.
EDMONTON,
ALTA. — The Bulletin, W. A. DeGraves.
HAMILTON,
O. — 20 Holton Ave., N., Hugh
Millar.
LONDON,
O. — Free Press, Chas. E. Oarruthers.
MONTREAL,
QUEBEC — 4330 Wilson Ave., N. D. G.,
Roy Carmichael. Telephone Walnut
5519.
REGINA,
SASK. — The Star, Andy McDermott.
ST. JOHN, N. B. — 34 Cranston Ave., S. Trueman.
TORONTO,
ONTARIO — 242 Millwood Road, Milton
Galbraith.

His second paragraph:
treated."
"None the less, the discussion that
proceeds is the greatest possible
tribute to the progress of the screen.
For it is proof of the fact that an
entertainment art for the millions has
risen to such high estate that the
best which the living theatre has
been able to produce or which other
artistry can create is now demanded
from the films. It is not so long ago
that thrillinq action for its own sake
was considered satisfying 'movie;'
that the custard pie was the symbol
of hilarity and amusement from the
screen; that the chase was sure-fire
entertainment technique; that boymeets-girl supplied all the drama
that a motion picture audience apYour
this:

parently demanded."
strict
attention,

please,

to

"Whatever may have been the
merits or demerits of each picture
from an artistic standpoint, today
competent critics, in and out of the

OBLIGES
from page

3)

tized present day social conditions,
which exposed slum areas in many
of our great cities, which placed in
true perspective the problems of
medicine and medical care, which
dealt with issues of war and peace,
which

treated

of crime

and

crime-

breeding, which showed human beings struggling for individuality
against the forces of an increasingly complex civilization, which discussed the values of our present day
democracy and emphasized the traditions that have made this nation
great, which exposed racketeering,
which treated of the problems of
adolescence and which dealt with
other themes notable
cational value.

for their edu-

"More pertinent, perhaps, than
that an increasing number of such
pictures are being produced by the
industry, is the fact that some of
these films proved not merely satisfactory, but outstanding entertainment and all were primarily artistic
achievements, not partisan tracts.”
And of special significance, finally,
this:
"It is inevitable in an art to which
many are called but few are chosen,
that there will be those who cry out
there is no room on the screen for
their ideas, their artistry or their talents; that controversial subjects are
taboo or that they cannot express
their creative instincts within the
limits of the moral code established
and enforced by the industry. These
are matters for pictures, not words,
to answer. The fact that the screen
has handled successfully themes of
contemporary thought in dramatic
and vivid form and presented the
subject matter as splendid entertainment, rather than propaganda,
proves how much it can do today,
and

how

much

more

it can

do to-

Hays,

thus, not only has approached the point where the message on the signpost is restlessly
morrow." some sort of a reply. He
awaiting
goes beyond.

He recognizes and acknowledges the full point of that
which BOXOFFICE has been saying
for months, but in his own words and
as an official utterance on behalf of
the organized
No

more

industry.

complete

is possible.

industry, are able to point to a succession of pictures which drama-

substantiation

iC

VANCOUVER,
B. C. — 615 Hastings, C. P. Rutty.
VICTORIA.
B. C. — 350 Robertson, Tom
Merriman.
WINNIPEG,
MAN. — 709 Selkirk Ave., Ben Lepkin.
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20TH-FOX SALES POLICY REMAINS FLEXIBLE;
CALLS FOR BETTER TERMS RIGHT DOWN LINE
Kent and Wobber

Fitting Terms to the
Situation Instead of
Formula Plan
Chicago — Twentieth

Century-Fox

will

continue its flexible sales policy again for
1939-40, following along the lines it has
used the last few selling years.
Definite instructions as to the flexibility
of the brackets and percentages were given
the district and branch managers at a
last-day meeting that concluded the convention held here.
It is understood allocation of brackets
will follow closely that of this year’s setup. However, on top pictures such as
“Tire Rains Came,” “Stanley and Livingstone,” “Brigham Young,” and others, tentative plans are to step up the highest
percentage group from this year’s four and
six, depending upon territories, to six and
eight respectively for 1939-40.
Present plans call for no special productions to be made that will necessitate
separate contracts. Top percentage sought
will be 40 per cent on the upper bracket
product.
Follow

Current

Setup

While the top bracket group will be
flexible, the other groups will more or less
follow the setup used this year of 10, 16
and 16, designated in each section; but
still with percentage figures based upon the
possibilities of each situation.
“Fitting the terms to the situation and
not the situation to a set formula,” is one
manner in which the company’s policy has
been termed.
At the same time, Herman Wobber,
general sales manager, made it clear not
only to the managers, but also to the
salesmen in general convention sessions,
that the company will definitely seek
larger film rentals. Then entire confab
was given over to the general theme that
20th Century-Fox performance for this
year bespeaks higher rentals on the top
pictures for 1939-40.
Every district in the U. S. and Canada
has been priced, he said, and: “ ... we
want the goodwill of exhibitors but we
cannot accept it through price concessions for our product. We are entitled to

Budget Tips Scale
At $38,000,000
Chicago — While no production budget was discussed here at the 20th Century-Fox convention, it is understood
that prior to the meetings here, studio
confabs among
Sidney Kent, Darryl
Zanuck and Herman Wobber set the
final figure at approximately $36,000,000. This figure includes the five top
films promised at $2,000,000 each.

10

Tell What

Chicago — In brief, 20th Century-Fox on its sales procedure and policies for
1939-40, as outlined by Sidney R. Kent and Herman Wobber to the convention here,
included these highlights:
Flexible sales setup, but with definite veer toward higher rental and 40 per cent
asking on top bracket films, number of which is to be increased by two over this
No controversial pictures to be made, the company feeling it is "definitely in
year. entertainment business."
the
No 16mm reductions of any pictures, in order to thwart non-theatrical competition.
Continued fight to keep stars off the radio.
No forcing of shorts and news with features.
To seek more money for the Sol Wurtzel group, including Chans, Withers,
Family and others. The men were instructed to sell these in series.
There will be no "chiseling" on
Century-Fox "will follow the rules."

Foreign
Says

any

Markets

yours is the greatest product there is,”
were his final instructions as the men left
Chicago for their offices.
Confident of coming through for the
sales force in a big way, Darryl F. Zanuck,
in a telephone address to the convention
said “neither business depressions nor
war scares will stop us. Mr. Kent has
given us all the money we need and nothing will lick us.
“You can have all the stars, the trick
titles and trick showmanship there is,
haven’t got story properties,
got a thing,” he said. “But,
do have story properties, and
company ever opened its new
such a list of properties as

we have. There isn’t one company, believe me, in the industry that wouldn’t
give all they’ve got to own our list of
properties.”
Expands Newsreel
Area and Service
Chicago — With

the

establishment

practice

agreements

and

20th

Worry Kent;
Fill the Gap

U. S. Must

asking prices based on our past performance for the great product we delivered
this year. Go out with confidence that

but if you
you haven’t
we certainly
I am sure no
season with

final trade

Jones

of

trans-Atlantic flying service by PanAmerican Airlines this summer, Fox
Movietone News is planning to inaugurate
36-hour news coverage on all European
events of importance to U. S. theatre accounts for the 1939-40 season, it was revealed at the 20th Century-Fox convention here.
The same service will be offered English
and continental European accounts on
American news events.
The newsreel is planning to expand its
sectional and local news coverage. Such
events will be scored by sectionally wellknown radio commentators and released in
that territory the day the story breaks.

Chicago — Definite

indication

that

the

major companies fear still more shrinkage in foreign revenue during the 1939-40
season and will seek to make this up by
getting every possible dollar out of domestic rentals was emphasized by Sidney
R. Kent, president of 20th Century-Fox, at
the company’s convention here.
Only a few weeks ago, A1 Lichtman, assistant to Nicholas M. Schenck, told the
Metro convention the same thing here.
Kent, referring to this problem “entailed in setting the budget for the forthcoming year,” remarked:
“Shrinkage of foreign exchange is indeed a problem. If the same business done
from January 1 this year was done last
year abroad, your company would have
earned $100,000 more per week in the
overseas market. The foreign department
is doing as big a volume, and bigger in
many cases, than it did last year, but the
shrinkage and other matters have been
cutting into its revenue to the extent of
$100,000 per week — and that means the
threat of a loss of $6,000,000 in revenue
for the year.
Cites

“Make-Up”

Need

“Thus in deciding on the budget we did,
we placed a tremendous responsibility on
your shoulders.” He then reiterated that
the men must make up as much of this
loss in foreign revenue as possible by getting the best possible deals in every situation in the United States and Canada.
Speaking further on production costs as
based upon expected returns in rentals,
Kent said: “I believe money spent on production is limited by what can be earned.
And I don’t think that we have reached
the ceiling in our business.”
The 20th Century-Fox president pointed
out, too, that the film business is the only
< Continued on page 22)
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of “MAN

OF CONQUEST

After spending much of his youth with the friendly Cherokee
Indians, Sam Houston enlists with General Jackson and is
severely wounded while leading a charge at the battle of
Horseshoe Bend. Jackson commends him for his gallantry,
and a life-long friendship is formed. Jackson is elected to the
Presidency and Houston becomes Governor of Tennessee.
On the eve of Houston's re-election, he marries Elizo Allen
but after many misunderstandings they separate. Houston
resigns in the face of the scandal, goes into a long debauch
and returns to the Cherokee Nation.
He goes to Washington to protest the treatment of the
Cherokees by the government, and there meets Margaret
Lea at a Presidential ball. Jackson persuades Houston to go
to Texas, where he meets Margaret lea again. Jim Bowie
and Davey Crockett decline to join Houston in a fight to free
Texas. They are loyal to peace-loving Stephen Austin, who
refuses to enter into war with Mexico. Word is brought that
the Mexican Army is marching across Texas, killing and plundering. Austin is convinced that Texas must fight and Houston
agrees to lead the army.
The Mexicans

attack the Alamo

and Crockett, Bowie, Travis

and others perish. Houston riding to re-inforce this garrison
orrives too late. Thus the cry, “Remember the Alamo!” is born.
At San Jacinto, Houston outsmarts the enemy and with a
handful of troups routs the Mexican Army, thereby establishing the independence of Texas.
Houston is elected first president of the new
with Margaret Lea, now his wife, he watches
come down and the Stars and Stripes raised
flagpole, signifying the annexation of Texas
Back in Tennessee, Andrew

Republic, and,
the Lone Star
on the capitol
into the Union.

Jackson, dying, hears the news and

whispers, "All is safe of last. My old friend and companion
in arms . . . has been true to his trust.”

"U" BUDGET $17,000,000 TO $20,000,000;
PLANS 40, PLUS 3 SPECIALS, 14 WESTERNS
Will Announce Details
At Three Regionals;
Cincinnati First
Hollywood — Universal

Madethe"Mik
s Off
EnglishListado"
Lead
Of 63 Anticipated

will spend

J. M.

from

$17,000,000 to $20,000,000 on next season’s
program with details to be announced by
William A. Scully, general sales manager,
at the three regional sales meetings, the

Cleveland — Dave Miller, district manager; J. R. Kaufman, manager; J. V. Frew,
G. Rosenbaum, J. Krenitz, A. W. Young,
W. L. Sencer and Peter Rosian.
Dallas — E. S. Olsmith, manager; J. H.
Lietzer, L. D. Lietzer, W. R. Pittergle,
C. M. Miller and E. V. Green.
Memphis — A. J. Pretchard, manager;
H. I. Mansfield, B. H. Jordan and L. H.
Andrews.

first of which will be held April 15-17 at
the Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati,
with Nate J. Blumberg, president, and
Joseph H. Seidelman, foreign head, in attendance.
Scully will announce 40 features, seven
outdoor action films with Richard Arlen,
seven westerns with John Mack Brown,
three

Harry Edington specials, four serials, 70 single reel shorts, 13 doubles and
104 issues of Universal News.
In all, it is figured the company will
sell 63. For the current season. Universal delivered at least six unannounced
attractions, such as the Bing Crosby, Charlie McCarthy and Edgar Bergen vehicles
and

several

others.

It is planned

to re-

lease “The Mikado,” produced in England
in Technicolor, as among the first for the
new year.
J. Cheever Cowdin has been spending
his vacation here and Matthew Fox, assistant to Blumberg, and John Joseph,
advertising and publicity head, have gone
east for conferences with Blumberg and
Scully on new season’s plans.
not attend the regionals.

Cowdin

will

New Haven — M.
A. Titus.

Joseph,

manager,

and

New

Orleans — W. M. Richardson, manager; Paul Tessier, C. McMillin and N.
Lamantia.

On Presidential Tour —
Nate J. Blumberg, head of Universal,
who will attend all three of his company's sales regionals. Number
cinnati, April 15-17.

1: Cin-

ager; F. T. Murray, James Jordan, O. C.
Binder, Andrew J. Sharick, Morris Alin
and Louis Pollack, eastern publicity and
advertising manager.
Present there will be;

15 Exchanges Will Attend
Cincinnati 3-Day Parley

Albany — Joe Engel, manager; L. J. Lesier, W. A. Ryan and A. J. Marchetti.
Atlanta — Harry Graham, district manager; John Ezell, branch manager; C. J.

New York — Eastern, southern and midwestern exchanges to the tune of 15 will

Jordan, R. Elliot, E. F. Cox, E. L. O’Neill
and R. B. Gann.

attend Universal’s first regional at the
Netherland Plaza, Cincinnati April 15-17.
William A. Scully, general sales manager,
will be in charge, of course, but present
will be Nate J. Blumberg, president; Frank
J. A. McCarthy, eastern sales manager;
William J. Heineman, western sales man-

Bishop.

Cincinnati — Paul Krieger, manager; N.
Le Vene, H. Young, G. B. Gomersall, J.
Marks and F. Schreiber.

Boston — W. Kelly, manager; F. Dervin,
I. Shiffman, J. Curran, H. Konnis, H.
Martin and J. Murphy.
Buffalo — J. J. Scully, manager; J. Fater,
F. Bock and Carl Heedit.
Charlotte — P. Baron, manager; R. F.
Good, R. H. Mesterman, J. Greenleaf and
W.

New York — A1 Herman, district manager; Leo Abrams, manager; Max Cohen,
Nat Goldberg, H. Furst, J. Ligget, P. Winnick and B. Price.
Oklahoma City — J. E. Hobbs, manager;
Henry Martin, W. G. Wray and M. M.
Holstein.
Philadelphia — G. Schwartz,

manager;

J.

Engel, W. Doyle, M. Koppleman, J. Leon
and R. Bernhard.
Pittsburgh — Jules Lapidus, manager; D.
Barnholtz, L. Hess, S. E. Feld, W. Satori
and F. Guehl.
Washington — B. B. Kreisler, manager;
L. J. Young, B. Frank, S. Tabor, W. E.
Davis and O. Blumenthal.
The second regional is set for the Palmer
House, Chicago, April 18-20. Nine
will attend, sending these men:

offices

Chicago— E. T. Gomersall, district manager; Mannie Gottlieb, manager; R. Funk,
F. Meyers, E. Weinshenler, M. Brodsky,
A. Kent and W. Hyland.
Des Moines — J. J. Spandau, manager;
(Continued

on page

22)

The Selling Front: Domestic, Foreign, Advertising, Publicity —
In the usual left to right manner: William A. Scully, Universal’s general sales manager, who will preside at all meetings;
Frank J. A. McCarthy, eastern divisional sales chief who will take in Cincinnati and Chicago; William J. Heineman, western divisional sales chief who will attend all three; Joseph H. Seidelman, vice-president in charge of foreign distribution and
down for the trio; John Joseph, director of advertising and publicity ivho will show up at San Francisco, and Lou Pollack,
eastern advertising and publicity manager who will sit in at the first two only.
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Tops in musical film entertainment... one of f
best . . . gay. lomantic and dramatic— Kate
by turns.
_ m „
Cameron, N. Y."Daily _News

life of any andienie0|
a

Entertainment values sure-fire . . . rich in dancing
spectacle and humor.

sincere and vigorous
— Frank

S. Nugent,

N. Y. Times

#/

One of the best . . . thoroughly entertaining . . . gay,
romantic and tuneful."

—Rose Pelswick, N. Y. Journal and American

n

Happy entertainment ... a charming bit of romance
told against the backgrounds and to the popular music of 25
years ayo*
— Eileen Creelman, N. Y. Sun
u

Tender screen biography... enormously absorbing...
charming and delightful love -William
story."

Boehnel,

N. Y. World-Telegram

//

Archer
Delightful and charming entertain—ment.'

Winsten,

N. Y. Post

Film Daily

n Picture Daily
iiIm

Hollywood

TOP SHOW

*

Reporter

FOR TOP
Jay Emanuel

r :< o
RADIO
PICTURES

Publications

LEW FIELDS • 1ANET BEECHER
• ETIENNE GIRARDOT .
PANDRO S. BERMAN in charge of Production
Directed by H. C. Potter Produced by George Haight
Screen Play by Richard Sherman
Adaptation by Oscar Hammerstein II and Dorothy Yost

Eleven

UA

Exclusive

Silverstone

Answers

Producers;
Goldwyn

wyn representative, he felt constrained to
make a statement himself. Silverstone was
referring to remarks made by James
Roosevelt,
Goldwyn vice-president, who
day.
sailed for London on the Queen Mary, FriBefore

New York — At least 11 producers will
supply product exclusively for United
Artists for 1939-40. Their minimum output for the new season will be 26 pictures,
although more undoubtedly will be added.
Production plans, clarification of UA’s
position in respect to the latest trade practice proposals, “an answer to Samuel
Goldwyn” and details of a “very big” convention were the basis of a joint interview with Murray Silverstone, general
manager of world-wide operations, and
Charles Schwartz of Schwartz & Frohlich, UA counsel.
Further amplifying the distribution deal
with Ernst Lubitsch and Sol Lesser, Silverstone said Lubitsch is forming his own
company aside from his association with
Lesser, and will deliver to UA three pictures every two years under a long term
contract, which becomes operative January 1, 1940. Lubitsch has two pictures to
complete under an M-G-M
deal
starting under the UA banner.
One

From

Lesser, producing

before

Lesser

as an independent

en-

tity, plans one picture a year “on a comparable merit” with other UA producers,
Silverstone declared. His also is a longterm deal and it does not call for the
services of Bobby Breen, with whom the
producer has been associated for the past
few seasons. These pictures will continue
to be released by RKO.
David Loew’s long-term deal calls for
“one to two pictures a year,” Silverstone
added. Loew will utilize the SelznickInternational studios for production, the
first of which will feature a “star of world
reknown.”
The company lists, officially, the following exclusive producers: Charles Chaplin, Douglas Fairbanks, Samuel Goldwyn,
Alexander Korda, Sol Lesser, David Loew,
Ernst Lubitsch, Hal Roach, David Selznick, Edward Small and Walter Wanger.
Mary Pickford will not contribute to the
new season, Silverstone said. In respect
to the Selznick-International

contract,

he

described this as a “continuing contract,”
as distinguished from a long-term agreement. The pact permits the setting up of
new distribution terms and conditions
with each new season.
Will Aid Arbitration
Pursuant to handing out

prepared

See No RKO Revamp
Until October 1

“contingencies” resulting from final adjudication of the suit. Roosevelt told
Boxoffice: “We don’t want to be left at
the post. We must think of those contingencies and be prepared.”
Goldwyn vice-president also declared there was some uncertainty over
the number of pictures to be delivered to
UA on the 1938-39 schedule. The only
definite Goldwyn commitment to date is,
The

New York — Despite Federal Judge William O. Bondy’s confirmation of the RKO
plan of reorganization and the board early
this week, insiders foresee no consummation of the reorganization until October 1
at the earliest, or January 1 at the latest.
Varied objections by attorneys who are
appealing and the attitude of Atlas, proponents of the plan, are expected to hold
back the consummation.
Attorney

factors

include

John

Stover,

attorney for Ernest W. Stirn of Milwaukee who has consistently fought reorganization as now set up; Nathan Rosenberg,
who represents H. Cassel and Co., Wall
Street brokers, and Florence Sullivan, representing the James Young claim. Also
pending is the Fabian claim.
Unconfirmed reports circulating through
(he court building assert the government
has been approached, or will be approached, by an unidentified attorney protesting
confirmation, this perhaps leading to an
investigation or another delay. This
presumably ties in with the presence of
Atlas representatives on the boards of both
Paramount and RKO.
If the government frowns on any such
interlocking of financial interests, the speculation is whether or not Atlas may not
be requested to confine its interest in one
or the other company. This, in turn, leads
to persistent reports Floyd B. Odium is
considering the sale of the Atlas holdings
in one company. While any purchaser is
not definitely known to be interested, there
may

be additional significance in rumors John Hay Whitney has been sounded
out, but thus far reputedly fails to accept
certain conditions insisted upon by Atlas.
Should Atlas determine, or find it advisable, to sell its heavy holdings in RKO,
the step might have a bearing
pany’s reorganization.

on that com-

of these since the inception of the company.
He also touched upon the uncertainty

statements which explained UA’s position
in respect to the trade practice proposals,
Silverstone emphasized that although the
company could not actively participate in

that

fulfillment of the pact’s concessions the
factor of “arbitration will receive every
constructive aid” from UA.
Silverstone takes the position that the
proposed 20 per cent cancellation clause in
the trade agreement is alone a factor that
prohibits the company to participate. He
went on to explain that with 11 producers,
some of whom make as few as one picture
annually, it would be impossible to adhere
to this provision of the pact. As to other
proposed concessions, Silverstone holds UA
has, as a matter of policy, practiced most

company
sidiaries.

18

with

he left, Roosevelt left the impression Goldwyn had opened discussions
other distributors in anticipation of

surrounds Alexander Korda’s position as a distributor as it might be interpreted in the clause that deals with
productions that come from a domestic
with

foreign

producing

sub-

Whether UA is a party to the trade pact,
is, in the final analysis only as important
as the company’s attitude toward its
customers, Silverstone said, and in this
respect

UA

“will not hesitate

to arbitrate

any problem with any exhibitor.”
Silverstone, in getting around to the suit
brought by Goldwyn, said he had hoped
the case “would

not be tried in the trade

papers.” However, in light of statements
purported to have been made by a Gold-

of course, “Wuthering Heights.” Otherwise, meaning “Angels Making Music” and
“The Real Glory.” These are to be delivered “if, as and when,” depending on
the outcome of the court action, Roosevelt declared.
He

said

his

trip

abroad

was

purely

“business,” adding he might squeeze in
visits to Paris and Brussels, where he has
“many friends.” He is due to return on
the Norynandie, which sails from Villefranche, April 25. While in London,
Roosevelt said he expected to talk to
Korda. But he denied this would have
anything to do with Korda’s designation
in the Goldwyn suit, which is based on
Goldwyn’s contention the English partnerproducer had received special benefits that
violated his contract with UA.
“No Settlement Attempt”
Silverstone also denied he had

made

any attempt to “settle” the Goldwyn suit
while on the coast. He said he did not
meet Goldwyn while in Hollywood. In fact,
Silverstone emphasized he did not want,
personally, to discuss the action, and left
it to Schwartz to make all official comments. Schwartz, who will defend UA in
the action, along with O’Brien, Driscoll &
Raftery, was also revealed as being personal attorney for Lubitsch, Lesser, Chaplin, Korda and Loew.
He gave out the following prepared
statement :
“Our attention has been called to an
article published in the trade papers in
which a spokesman for Goldwyn is alleged
to have stated that he has planned to
withdraw from our company definitely and
that he ‘would not be left at the post’ as
to future distribution, this spokesman indicating that Goldwyn was already paving
the way for releasing deals if and when
he parts company with United Artists.
“Since the failure of Mr. Goldwyn’s attempt to secure voting control by having
himself designated as sole voting trustee
under a voting trust, demanded by him,
he has

been

sulking.”

“Has Fulfilled Contract”
“Mr. Goldwyn and his company entered
into a contract with UA for the exclusive
distribution of all his pictures, which contract does not expire until Sept. 2, 1945.
This company has lived up to the spirit
and letter of the contract and expects
Mr. Goldwyn to do likewise for the full
balance of its term.
“Any attempt on the part of Mr. Goldwyn to arrange for the distribution of his
future

pictures, in violation
( Continued on page
BOXOFFICE
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It Was Terrific,
Even Colossal
By RED
Dodge

KANN

City, Kas. — If the nation, by this

time, is not “Dodge City-conscious,” Charlie
Einfeld lost sleep and voice in a hopeless
cause, and Warner went into the sock for
an estimated $75,000 on the biggest single
ballyhoo

for

a

single

Street.”
But the chances

film

since

“42nd

are all in the direction

of a swell stunt, expertly planned and executed without a single, important hitch.
The eastern contingent traveled beyond
Dodge City to Syracuse and there hooked
on two special cars to the so-called “glamour special” from the coast for a combined grand entry into the town. The
special carried Warner studio police,
horses, cowgirls, attractive girls, four assistant directors, a flock of Warner publicity men headed by Bob Taplinger and
an array of Warner players and professional guests who had nothing to do with
the picture but helped swell the star and
player

group into pretty formidable proportions. Who the players were is something the camera records to the right.

There were planes overhead, maybe as
many as 40. There were cars beating their
way into Dodge City over the roads. There
was a premium on sleeping space and a
wholesale business in army cots at the
rate of a buck a cot with space to put
them strictly the customers’ own worry.
There were Kansas state police and many
of them good-looking boys, at that; the
governors of Kansas, New Mexico and
Colorado and not getting nearly as much
attention as the Hollywood crowd. There
(Continued

on

page

22)

They Came , They Saw , They Conquered ; Just Like Caesar —
Partial camera record of the Warner stunt for “Dodge City.’’ Upper right is the Hollywood group which “kidnaped” Jack
L. Warner from the Super Chief at Rio Puerco, N. M., and made him pose. On the platform are Alan Hale, Frances Robinson, Lya Lys, Gloria Dickson, Jane Wyman, Gilbert Roland and John Payne. Below, Frank McHugh, Big Chief Santa Fe,
Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom, Priscilla Lane, Errol Flynn, John Garfield, Warner, Rosemary Lane, Wayne Morris, Humphrey
Bogart and a small part of S. Charles Einfeld. Front row: Leon Turrou, Hoot Gibson, Allan Jones, Ann Sheridan, Buck
Jones, “Big Boy Williams, Joan Parker. Photograph below is a tram stop scene at Trinidad, Colo., showing typical
crowds that met the Hollywood special, and, below that, part of the parade at Dodge City. To the left, is Master-of-Ceremonies Einfeld and Miss Sheridan.
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About 50 Attend

Say Neely Bill ” Salvation
Time Limit Move Fails

Republic Meet

Washington — Allied
Houston — About

50 representatives

from

eight southern offices and New York and
the studio attended the Republic premiere
and convention here. From the exchange
territories were the following:
Atlanta — Arthur C. Bromberg, franchise
owner; Carl Floyd, manager; A. E. Rook,
Sam Wilson, George M. Jones, and Perry
Spencer.
Charlotte — J. H. Dillon, manager; Jack
London, Marsh Funderburk, R. H. Bradley,
H. P. Rhodes.
Dallas — William G. Underwood and
Claude Ezell, franchise owners; Lloyd
Rust, manager; D. Rathbone, Grover McDonnell, Russell I. Brown, and M. Sexton.
Little Rock — B. F. Busby, franchise
owner; G. W. Jones and Fred Lawrence.
Memphis — William M. Snelson, manager; Lloyd B. Miller.
New Orleans — Leo Seicschnaydre, manager; G. Y. Harrell jr„ George Nungesser,
Jack Duffy.
Oklahoma City — Sol Davis and M.
Loewenstein, franchise owners; Glen Alt,
Eddie Greggs, F. R. Moran, Miss Ona
Johnson, T. B. Noble, the latter of the
State Theatre.
Tampa — Henry Glover, manager, and
H. G. Moore.
Following the meetings, Yates and
Grainger returned to New York where
they will attend the eastern regional slated
for the Park Central, April 12-13.
Jack Bellman, Harry LaVine
To Handle N. Y. Sessions
New

York — Jack

Bellman,

eastern

dis-

trict sales manager, and Harry LaVine,
central district sales manager, will share
duties in presiding at the two-day Republic eastern sales meeting which will get
under way Wednesday ai-id continue
through Thursday at the Park Central.
Bellman will preside at the first day’s sessions and LaVine will take over the gavel
for the second day.
Approximately 60 home office and field
representatives will attend. Franchise
owners, branch managers and salesmen
from eight offices in the east are included.
Home office personnel and executives to
attend the local two-day gatherings included: H. J. Yates, James R. Grainger,
G. C. Schaefer, A1 Adams, Jack Bellman,
Harry LaVine, William Saal, J. O’Connell,
A. L. Pindat, Charles Jones, D. Whalen
and H. Marcus. From the field, the following :
Boston — 'Herman Rifkin, franchise owner; M. E. Morey, Sam Seletsky, Jack Davis,
A1 Fecke, Jack Jennings, Charles Wilson.
Cincinnati — Max Margolies, G. Kirby,
C. Weinberg, C. Littman.
Cleveland — Nat Lefton, franchise holder; A1 Lefton, S. P. Gorrel, L. Mishkind,
A1 Gregg, F. Belles, J. Lefton, R. Norton.
New Haven — George Rabinowitz, branch
manager.
New York — Herman Gluckman, franchise owner; Morris Epstein, manager;
Sidney Picker, Dave Sohmer, Dave Black,
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heads

Wednesday

told members of the interstate commerce
subcommittee holding hearings on the
Neely anti-block booking measure that the
proposed trade practice code was “worthless” and that relief from “oppressive
practices can be secured only by enactment of the Neely bill.”
During the course of the hearing, Neely
disclosed that he is a stockholder in Paramount, having bought common at $100 or
more. He has received dividends, and asserted that the stock now is worth only
$5 or $6.
Inferentially charging that opponents of
the bill were attempting to talk it to death,
Neely unsuccessfully sought to have a limitation on the hearings.
Fighting the combined opposition of
Chairman Smith of South Carolina and
Senators Barkley and White, other members of the subcommittee, Senator Neely
offered to fight the issue out on the floor
of the Senate if testimony was confined
to a presentation by opponents of any new
situation in the industry which has developed since the legislation was last considered.
The West Virginia Senator, who last year
secured a report on the bill without hearings and later got it through the Senate,
revealed that he had not wished to hold
hearings this year, and from the maneuvers which were engaged in last month
it became apparent that hearings were
decided upon as a result of his efforts
to blast the bill out of committee and
onto the floor.
Urges

“Friends’

”

Help

The fight over procedure cropped up
repeatedly during the first session, with
Senator Neely appealing to his “friends
in favor of the legislation” not to be too
“enamored of the suggestion that we conduct interminable hearings on this bill.”
“If they do,” he warned, “we will not
have a chance to pass it this session.”
Senator Neely suggested that the committee read the testimony of the many
previous hearings on the subject, declaring there was nothing which could be
added to the record.
A strong plea for a thorough examination of both sides of the problem was made
by Charles C. Pettijohn, general counsel
for the MPPDA, who declared that the
producers

have

been

able to “lick” the

Anthony Ricci, Robert Fannon.
Philadelphia — Max Gillis, branch manager; F. Hammerman, G. Fishman, W.
Karrer, N. Silverman, J. Lewis.
Pittsburgh — James H. Alexander, franchise holder; Sam Fineberg, George Collins, H. Wheeler, L. Hanna.
Washington — Sam and Jake Flax, franchise holders; Morris Oletsky, Ed Martin.
The Drake Hotel, Chicago, will be the
scene of the third regional, April 20-21
and this will be followed by the final session at the Empire Hotel, San Francisco,
April 25-26.

measure every time they have been given
hearings, with the single exception of several years ago when only one member of
the committee heard argument, and expressed confidence that after a complete
study the committee would not report the
measure favorably.
Standing firm for a complete hearing,
Chairman Smith confessed that this was
the first time he had “been put in a
position where I have seen the issues involved,” pointing out that many members may have voted blindly, “just like
they complain you sell these pictures,” and
asserting he wanted to know what the
effect of the bill would be upon the industry and the public.
Block booking deprives the local community of freedom to select its own pictures, and its elimination would be without advantage unless blind selling also is
abolished, it was declared by Henry R.
Atkinson, Boston, representing the Boston
chapter of the Motion Picture Research
Council and other groups.
Delivering the opening statement for the
producers, Pettijohn asserted that block
booking “is merely a means of selling at
wholesale and enables the smallest theatre in the smallest town to enjoy big city
pictures at prices the exhibitor and his
customers can pay. Without block booking,” he said, “it would be impossible to
sell those exhibitors.
Blind

Selling

“Inescapable”

“Blind selling,” he continued, “is an
inescapable result of production methods,”
pointing out that not infrequently, after
a picture is planned and offered to exhibitors and production has started, it is
found necessary to change stars in order
to secure an actor or actress best suited
to a particular part, as in the case of
David Copperfield when W. C. Fields replaced Charles Laughton as Micawber.
Particularly important, Pettijohn warned, is the possible effect of adoption of
the Neely bill on our picture trade in
other countries — a trade, he said, which
is important to industries other than the
film industry itself.
Many of the foreign laws adverse to
American films were enacted because the
showing

of those pictures developed a demand for other American commodities.
The question is especially live in England,

he said, referring to a debate in Parliament last month.
Turning his attention to Latin America,
Pettijohn told the subcommittee that the
American industry has gained as much in
that area as it has lost in Germany and
Italy. His attention called by Senator
Barkley to reports that certain foreign
countries were furnishing free films to
South America to carry their propaganda,
he admitted that was true and declared
that American producers are preparing to
meet that situation. The department of
state is highly interested in the matter,
he said, and suggested that if the subcommittee wished to go further into the
question it do so privately.
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This is a

minded

country

And This Is A

FAIR-MINDED
COMPANY
FOUR

DAUGHTERS

THE SISTERS

BROTHER RAT
ANGELS WITH

DIRTY FACES

DEVIL'S ISLAND
DAWN PATROL

A Company that Believes in

FAIR DEALING WITH ALL

THEY
WINGS

MADE

ME A CRIMINAL

OF THE NAVY

BLACKWELL'S ISLAND
THE OKLAHOMA KID
YES. MY DARLING

A Company that Believes in

FAIR

PROFIT

TO ALL

A Company that Believes in

FAIR PLAY ALL THE WAY

DODGE

DAUGHTER

CITY

YOU CAN'T GET AWAY WITH MURDER
CONFESSIONS OF A NAZI SPY
NAUGHTY

BUT NICE

JUAREZ
I AM NOT

AFRAID

EACH
FAMILY

DAWN

I DIE

REUNION

THE KID FROM
DARK

KOKOMO

VICTORY

HELL'S KITCHEN

That Company Is

THE DEVIL ON

WHEELS

New

It Was Terrific ,
Even Colossal

York Allied Warns

Of " Catch Phrases "
(Continued

(Continued

from

page
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were

thousands of people jammed together from Dodge City and all towns
nearby and, according to the register of
the Hotel Lora Locke, visitors from places
as far removed as Georgia.

Mayor Arthur Nevins had issued an order instructing all localites who were capable of growing beards to do it, pioneer
Dodge City style, and it was surprising to
see how many of them obeyed the head
man of town. A lot of the women dug
into trunks for the dresses that were in
vogue back in ’72 or thereabouts. Finally there they were, spread all over the
place to witness an event their town had
never
again

seen before and probably won’t
unless Warner decides to remake

"Dodge City” one
From the time

of these years.
the Hollywood

Foreign Market
Worry to Kent

special

with a freight car converted into a “Gay
Lady” saloon got under way, the trek was
about as close to a triumphal affair as it
was perhaps possible to figure one. Train
stops had been heralded in advance, local
dignitaries — and
newspaper men — were
collected and introduced to stars and players, lots of people spoke through the public address system and the public turned
out by the thousands to see what this was
all about. For instance: Dodge City, population, 11,000; estimated turnout, including visitors, anywhere from 20,000 to 50,000. Somebody said 75,000, but he worked
for Warner and naturally got very enthusiastic.

from

at the Malone with
major companies.

page
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the assistance

major

“Do not boycott the exchanges,” the
men were further warned. “The film companies are not looking for trouble. Rather
they will cooperate with us. But they are
stymied from coming to the front because
Schine is a large and important customer.”
Harry G. Kosch, attorney for Allied, is
said to have gathered certain information
relative to the anti-trust suit he has been
instructed to file. He is reported to have
notified Albany branch managers of his
intention. Ralph Pielow, M-G-M
branch
manager, has made several trips to Malone,
before and after the annual sales convention in Chicago, in an effort to straighten
out the differences. He has reported back
to his superiors in New York and they,
in turn, are reported to have gotten in
touch with Kosch.
However, the M-G-M
angle is only a
minor part of the suit planned, it is stated.
Sources close to this distributor say there
is no violation of contract by Schine. Despite this, Boumansour feels Schine should
not be permitted unreasonable clearance
over the Plaza when this house and the
Malone charge identical admissions.
The Malone case will definitely be filed,
it is stated, and this will be the first in
a series to “crack upstate clearances,”
which, it is alleged, should have been
remedied long ago, but neglected because
of Schine’s

buying

power.

Anyhow, there was a chuck wagon lunch
at the Lora Locke, a street parade, a rodeo
in the local stadium and a local marriage
at which Errol Flynn and Ann Sheridan
stood up for the bride and groom, an NBC
blue and red network broadcast in the
evening and another over Mutual the
same night. Both national, too.

Fifteen Exchanges Attend
Universal Cincy Meet

Plenty of “Shooting”
press associations, the fan magazines and photographic lenshounds employed by national magazines like Life,
Look, and Pic and film columnists and
special correspondents saw and shot all
and wrote plenty as Ted Curtis of Eastman Kodak, calculating the rate of film
consumption, merely rubbed his hands in
glee and Maestro Einfeld gradually lost
his voice.

Detroit — E. Heiber, manager; J. Stewart,
A. Fischer, B. Tighe and J. R. Susane.
Indianapolis — G. C. Craddock, manager;
A. Kaufman, W. B. Grant and W. Sherman.
Kansas City — Peter Dana, district manager; L. J. Miller, manager; R. M. Palmquist, L. Morrow, R. Thompson, I. Beiser
and E. Selig.

The

This is a Fox Midwest town and that’s
why Elmer C. Rhoden traveled in from
Kansas City in a special that trailed The
Chief and also carried President Edward
J. Engels, president of the Santa Fe.
Rhoden was all for the stunt and predicted
it would do much for the picture.
There was a lot of “firsts” for Dodge
City, not excepting a simultaneous run
for the attraction in the Dodge, Cozy and
Crown where the stellar aggregation, in
cowboy regalia, appeared to express thanks
for the cordiality of the reception extended.
The

excitement was something tremendous. On Sunday morning, the coast
special shoved off and the eastern group
failed to fall asleep. The cowhands nabbed almost as many autographs as Humphrey Bogart. Ben Shlyen tried to pass
himself off as W. C. Fields and failed
completely.
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H. Schiffrin,
I. Weiner.
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will be a time when

been subHe said:

this great in-

dustry of ours will be fully appreciated.”
Kent, too, reiterated to the men that,
while shorts and news cannot be forced
with features, nevertheless the men must
put their utmost back of this division of
the
tory. company’s product and get the largest
number of sales possible in every terriThe importance of the South American
market in the view of losses from the
Central European territories as additional
revenue possibilities was brought
fully to the convention by Kent.

force-

Plans

for an initial South American convention to be held in May to develop that
territory were given the convention. Rio
de Janeifo is to be the city, with sales
representatives present from all over
South America. A similar meeting will be
held for Central American countries in
Trinidad after the Rio gathering.
“This is an important job,” said Kent,
referring to the building up of Central and
South America. “The motion picture
business is the only salesman America has
today covering a world-wide front. It has
increased our country’s export business by
creating demands for American goods
shown in our films. It has opened new
factories to meet this demand, and it has
even forced foreign governments to teach
English

in their schools.”

Silverstone Statement
On Goldwyns
(Continued

and

Gutman, M. Hollaran and V. L. Dickenson.
Omaha — Otto Siegle, manager; R. J.
Olson, L. Hensler, A. Hill and J. W. Harms.
St. Louis — J. E. Garrison, manager;
Harry Hynes, J. H. Sarfaty, S. H. Nesbit
and Harry Hines jr.
Third and final regional is to be held
at the St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco,
April 22-24, at which will attend these
delegates :
Denver — Jack Langan, manager; A. W.
O’Connell, E. Warner and T. McMahon.
Los Angeles — A1 O’Keefe, district manager; C. J. Feldman, manager; A. Wog,
L. Hoss, C. Wade and Eddie Cooke.
Portland — R. O. Wilson, manager; F.
M. Blake, J. Hommel and J. Harvey.
Salt Lake City — M. Aparton, manager;
manager;

from

industry that has never
sidized by the government.

Suit

15)

Milwaukee — F. Mantzke, manager; E. W.
Gavin, R. J. Baset, J. M. Hickey and
O. Petersen.
Minneapolis — H. B. Johndon, manager;
A. Zacherl, J. M. Fieldman, S. Leff, D.

L. J. McGinley,

(Continued

of the

C. L. Theuer-

tract, will be most

from
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seriously and

vigorous-

Schwartz said Goldwyn’s contract provides for no minimum obligation, meaning
ly resisted.”
he does not have to deliver any pictures
during the run of the agreement. Should
such

a situation

eventuate,

however,

Gold-

wyn

could not participate in the company’s profit-sharing plan.
“But we would have to respect his

rights as
joined in.

an

equal

partner,”

Silverstone

Schwartz said UA’s answer in the Goldwyn suit would be ready next week.
The company will hold one sales meeting in Hollywood beginning May 8 and
probably will extend it over a period of
three days. The entire sales force will
attend and will reach the coast a day
earlier to attend a reception planned by
Mary

Pickford.

Harold Boxall Production
Manager Korda Company
London — Alexander Korda has signed
Harold Boxall as general manager for his
production company. Boxall has been in a
similar

capacity

with

M-G-M

here.

kauf, M. J. Whitman and A. M. Kallen.
San Francisco — Barney Rose, manager;
King Trimble, A1 Oxtoby,
C. F. McBride.
BOXOFFICE

C. E. Pace

:: April

and

8, 1939

TRADE PACT DISSOLVES NEED FOR NEELY BILL,
KENT, AS SPOKESMAN FOR MAJORS, MAINTAINS
Public Consultation

Expresses Belief Majority
Independents Prefer
Pact as Remedy
By

EARLE

Washington — The

As a "Practicality"
Are Questioned
long as we are in free and open competi-

A. DYER
distributors’

trade

Kent spent considerable time on the
interest in the bill engendered by public

practice proposals, in the opinion of Sidney R. Kent, make the passage of the

bodies, whose interests “can only be justified from the angle of better product and
a tion.”
voice in community selection of motion

Neely bill “both unnecessary and undesirable in the eyes of the greater part of
this industry, whether independent exhibitors or affiliated exhibitors,” the 20th
Century-Fox president told the Senate
Interstate Commerce Subcommittee during hearings on the measure.
Admitting the concessions offered in

He reflected that for years exhibitors
have chosen to blame on block booking
pictures.”
the cause for complaints by the public,
“whether the picture they were complaining of was bought in a block or not.” Kent
declared the bill will not solve this.

the pact will probably not be accepted “by
all,” Kent voiced the belief “that the majority of independent exhibitors of this
country would rather have the result of
these trade practice conferences as a
remedy than the bill which is offered
here.”
Kent ventured that “if a majority of the
independent exhibitors of the country
were given a chance to vote on this bill
they would reject it.” He arrived at this
conclusion, Kent said, because that part
of the independent exhibitors who are
supporting it, including “the constantly
talked of independents who have been put
out of business by block booking and
blind selling,” represent “a decidedly small
proportion of the investments which
should be considered in any general industry bill.”
Says

All

Should

Be

Heard

With the observation the committee
“does not wish to pass a bill from the
viewpoint of the independent end of this
industry alone, if it is opposed by the majority of the independent units within the
industry,” Kent said: “It seems to me
important that the doubt should be taken
out of this situation by at least giving the
independent units of the country the same
opportunity to be heard before this bill is
drawn and written as was given one independent unit that was behind its authorship.”
Kent thought it “unfair” that year after
year men get up and claim, “not under
oath,” that block booking and blind buying is putting them out of business, “yet
they are here year after year not only
with the same theatres but, in some instances, with more theatres.”
Representing himself as spokesman for
the eight majors, with a personal experience in the industry of 23 years, Kent observed proponents’ testimony would lead
the committee to believe that, unless an
exhibitor would buy or could buy all of
the product the majors produce as a condition of buying, that he could not do
business with them.

“Nothing
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Plans

from

E

the

“Where does the public consultation
come in?” he asked. He challenged any
exhibitor to seriously think or state that
he expects to screen every one of the pictures brought before public bodies ahead
of the time the pictures are purchased or
booked.
FIGHTS

NEELY

BILL

truth,” he declared. “The same form of
testimony has been given for years at
these hearings, but always in the form of
general statements unsupported by facts
or documents. I hope that this committee will not think that we are so foolish,
we, who have the responsibility of these
companies, as to toss away millions of dollars of business just because we want to
sell 50 pictures and the customer only
wants to buy 35 or 40. We have thousands of accounts who buy less than our
entire output and many who buy only a
few pictures.”
He denied block booking,
method by which 100 per cent
tracts were forced down the
these exhibitors. The truth

is a “new
of the conthroats of
is that we

sell as many pictures as we can to the exhibitors and he buys as few as he can get
away with under local operating conditions, competition being the deciding factor. It is a matter of mutual negotiation.”
Kent poised the question: “Since when
has the right to buy as you want and
what you want, become more sacred under our Constitution than the right to
choose your own customer and decide
whether you will keep your product or just
not let a man pick what he wants at his
own
He price?”
had his own answer. “I say that
the right to protect that investment”— referring to million dollar programs “built
entirely on the gamble that it will be good
enough at the boxoffice for us to get our
money back with a profit, a program built
without one dollar guarantee from these
gentlemen or any others — and sell that
merchandise in our own way is as sacred
as any man’s right to buy it his way, as

“Is there any exhibitor here who will get
up and testify that he intends to consult
the public bodies by reading to them all
the synopses that we are supposed to attach to these contracts before he closes
his deal?” Kent went on.
Kent “wondered” what the answer is to
the thousands of bookings taken in this
country to which the public have objected,
that were not sold by major distributors,
and did not reach the screen by way of
block booking.
Cites

Films

Without

Seal

“I wonder to what extent these gentlemen consulted these public bodies when
pictures like ‘Ecstasy,’ ‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ ‘Valley of the Nudes,’ ‘GoonaGoona’ and ‘Birth of a Baby’ were shown
on the screen in this country — pictures
that were refused distribution by every
major distributor and refused a seal by
the production code
And this in view of
mony two years ago
moral issue involved

administration.”
public groups’ testi“that there was a
and that this was

their predominant interest,” Kent added.
Offering his opinion that he did not believe “any honest exhibitor will get up
here and testify that he intends seriously
to consult with public bodies before he
buys his product except in a very general
way,” Kent said: “The exhibitor will buy
his pictures either singly or collectively,
whichever way he thinks will make him
the most money irrespective of how he
buys them under this bill or not, if they
do not turn out profitably for him at the
boxoffice it is a bad type of buying so far
as he is concerned, whether he consulted
public
or not.”
“Blockbodies
booking
and blind buying are as
(Continued on page 24)

Neely to Yamins
And Back Again

Sees "Experiments"
Made a Sacrifice

Washington — "Are y°u opposed to
block booking and blind selling on the
part of the independents

(Continued
much

the children

from

page
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of the exhibitor

are of the producer or distributor,” he
went on. “The exhibitor knows that the
old argument that was used years ago that
bad pictures were made just because they
could be sold in blocks is so ridiculous as
not to be worth arguing and lately they

only sure-shot commercial pictures this
business is going backward, not forward.
When the time comes that we cannot experiment, when we cannot attempt a new
thing, even though it may not be for the
moment

successful commercially, that moment, we are going to go back. If these
public bodies think that this bill is going
to encourage putting the type of pictures
on the screen they are clamoring for, they
are very much mistaken.
Rap

at Consultants

“It seems strange indeed
important as this, holding

that a bill as
within it the

economic fate of one of our largest industries— an act which attempts to change
the entire sales pattern that has been
used for 35 years, a sales pattern used in
every country of the world except England— that such a bill should be drawn
and brought out in any committee without
the advice, help, consideration or facts of
anyone in the industry save a small minority of buyers, a group who combined could
not possibly represent ten per cent of the
American revenue of any of the major
companies. Not a producer was heard, not
a distributor was consulted.
“I wish now to refer briefly to the trade
practice conferences recently concluded,
which have attempted to deal, and I believe successfully, with those sore spots in
the industry existing between the theatre
exhibitor and distributor, except the question of theatre divorcement. Theatre divorcement is not an issue that can be
negotiated with any independent exhibitor
unit. It is a matter between ourselves.
Mind

you, I do not claim that the conclusions reached at these conferences will be
accepted by all, but I do believe that the
majority of independent exhibitors of this
country would rather have the result of
these trade conferences as a remedy than
the bill which is offered here.
“We say there is as much public opinion in favor of block booking as there is
against it, but we say that even if the
opinion against block booking were overwhelming and that, as a trade practice, it
should be legislated against, we still maintain that this bill is not good legislation
from any standpoint except for that of the
minority who have sponsored it and we
further believe before legislation of this or
any other type is adopted a thorough and
complete study should be made by some
agency that will bring in the facts from all
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as

on

the part of the Big Eight?", Senator
Neely asked Nathan Yamins of Allied
at the hearings.

as they

do not even bring it up.”
“For anyone to stand up here and argue
that any producer in this group does not
put the best ingredients possible into his
merchandise is to make a statement not
only not founded on fact but made simply
for the purpose of poisonous prejudices . . .
When these producers are forced to make

as well

"Absolutely,"

said

Yamins.

“Then neither the independents nor
the trust afford you the protection you
think you

are

entitled

to have

are equally guilty in that
Senator White commented.
"Exactly,"

parts

he

was

told.

of the industry

and

and

both

respect,"

not just from

In his statement, Charles C. Pettijohn,
general counsel of the Hays organization,
made the point that, when the patron
one.”
steps up to the boxoffice, he, too, buys
blindly, often actually knowing less about
the picture he is going to see than did the
exhibitor when he bought it.
Referring to the fact that Mae West
was many times more popular than the
also currently produced “Disraeli” and
“Abraham Lincoln,” Pettijohn was questioned by members of the committee as
to why West pictures are not now being
made. He explained that the public taste
has changed and that better pictures are
now

demanded, predicting that a new Lincoln film which is planned will be much
easier to sell than was the first one.

“Much of the credit for the improvement
of public taste is due to the civic organizations,” he said, in explaining that the
industry attempts to keep pace with changing interests of the theatregoers, “but the
improvement in films also is due to the
production code to the general compliance
with which

the Legion

of Decency

tributed a great deal.”
Points to Legion’s
As evidence

has con-

Approval

of the improvement

in pic-

tures, Pettijohn cited the Legion’s action
last year in condemning six pictures. Three
of the pictures blacklisted were foreign.
None of the three domestic pictures was
produced by a regular company. All six,
he added, were sold singly, as provided
for under the Neely bill.
“It is not a question of morals,” he
commented. It is purely a question of boxoffice and that is why Mae West went
over big and “Disraeli” did not.
Passage of the bill, it is feared
Screen

by the

Actors Guild, would reduce production and employment, the subcommittee

was

told by Robert Montgomery, ex-president and now a member of its board and
executive committee.
There are some 282,000 employes in the
industry, representing 276 crafts, he said.
So far as the actors go, there are approximately 8,500 and these people, with
the exception of the few under contract
to the studios, have an earning power
which he said is extremely limited and
depends
duction.
“The
while

entirely upon

the volume

'Chaotic Condition'
The Concomitant

of pro-

he said. “The sponsors of this bill ask
Congress to destroy the entire business
structure of one of the largest industries
of the United States without offering any
alternative plan except one which has
failed every time it has been tried.
“The officers and directors of the Screen
Actors Guild feel that they would be
neglecting their duty to the people they
represent if they did not point out to
this committee that the enactment of the
Neely bill would bring about a chaotic
condition in the motion picture business
from which, in their opinion, there could
be no recovery within a period of 12
months or 12 years.”
Prompt rejection of an offer by Pettijohn of a trade practice agreement under
which exhibitors would be given the right
of selection marked the second day of the
hearings.
Allied Wants “Identification”
The proposal was made after Henry R.
Atkinson had resumed his attack on the
industry and had declared that there
would be no freedom of selection for the
community until the exhibitor had the
right to designate the films he did not
want and the films he wanted.
Despite
chairman

an earlier admonition by the
that there should be no interruption of witnesses, Pettijohn rose to
his feet and declared that if the proponents of the legislation were fighting
for the right of selection, the hearings
could be cut short.
“If these people will put on the table
the names of the exhibitors they represent and say which theatres in the country want to buy their pictures and arrange for their bookings, I think we can
get through a trade practice agreement
right now,” he said. “If the exhibitors
will call in a responsible group and allow
them to indicate the kind of pictures they
do not want played in their community we
will agree to withdraw those pictures from
any film offer and if they indicate the
pictures they want we will go on record
that they will be offered at fair prices.”
However, Pettijohn admitted in response to a question by Senator Neely, the
distributors could not see their way clear
to offering pictures for sale singly.
Allied will not accept the proposal unless blind selling is eliminated, it was indicated by Abram F. Myers, general counsel. The organization has repeatedly proposed the identification of pictures, which
has been refused, he said, adding that
“exhibitor witnesses will testify that they
no longer have the kind of information
which they used to have.”
Atkinson also rejected the proposal, saying that he viewed any attempt to settle

the matter by voluntary negotiations “with
considerable suspicion” in view of the repeatedly broken promises which the distributors have made in the past.

methods of production and distribution which are attacked by this bill,
admittedly

not perfect, are the re-

sult of 30 years’ experience

and

effort,”

we

“It is well known that it is only when
come to Washington and appear be( Continued on page 25)
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Women
and Mrs. Mary
of the National PTA.

"Cultural Monopoly"
One Accusation
(Continued

from

page

24)

fore the Senate that some proposal such
as this comes forward, and it amounts to
nothing if the local exhibitor has no
power to select all his pictures,”
serted.

he

as-

Demand that the “Big Eight” supplement the agreement by eliminating block
booking

was

voiced

by Senator

Neely, de-

claring that “because of what is known
as block booking, a local exhibitor has to
buy a large number of pictures in many
cases that he does not want in order to
get a few that he does want.” Because
of block booking, he added, the exhibitor
always

has an excuse to offer when complaints are lodged regarding his pictures.

“Under present circumstances the expression of opinion by local boards is ineffective because it runs into head-on collision
with the block
mented.

booking

system,”

he com-

Atkinson spent most of his time in an
acrid attack on the industry, decrying its
intelligence and asserting that a
monopoly” was held by a “group
ant people.”
“There are only three ways of
he contended, explaining that

“cultural
of ignorcontrol,”
the first

would

be national censorship, which nobody would stand for; the second, the
present voluntary censorship which he
said was kept in force only because of the
constant pressure of the Legion of
Decency and other groups; and the third,
“the only method which is sure of getting
pictures for the American community
which the community wants,” the passage
of the Neely bill.
Organizations Approve Bill

Interrogated closely by Senator White
as to how community selection would be
provided for under the bill, the witness
admitted that it was included “in a negative sense,” and elicited from the Senator
the comment that if the local people had
any influence over an exhibitor under the
bill they certainly could exercise it equally well now, suggesting that if they kept
away from the theatre the operator would
know what they did not want, at least.
Whole-hearted approval of the bill was
voiced by the representatives of a number of national organizations, including
Miss

Katherine Lyford, executive secretary of the Massachusetts Civic League;
Miss Helen W. Atwater, American Home
Economics Association; Mrs. Harriet
Houdelette, American Association of University Women; Mrs. E. E. Danley,
YWCA, and Miss Izora Scott, National
Women’s Christian Temperance Union.
Attendance of members of the subcommittee at the hearings dropped from four
on the opening day to three at the opening of the second session, with only two
present when the hearing closed for the
day.
Also appearing before the subcommittee
were Mrs. Robert T. Bushnell, of Newton,
Mass., representing the Newton League
of Women Voters; Miss Mary T. Lynch
of the National Council of Catholic
BOXOFFICE
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Estimates

of

the

T.

Bannerman,

number

of

women

represented by spokesmen for the various
organizations which, personally or by
written communication, expressed support
of the bill placed the figure at 50,000,000,
or about 10,000,000 less than the total
number of females in the United States
population

as shown

by the 1930 census.

As Mrs. Bannerman prepared to make
way for the next witness, Chairman Smith,
who frequently expressed his failure to
understand the film situation and then
asked extremely pertinent questions,
asked her why the exhibitors could show
the pictures they wanted and “just leave”
the others. The question occasioned another of the many cross-fires which occurred during the hearings, and led finally to his telling Senator Neely that “I
have no prejudices one way or another.”
“I want to know what I am doing and
I do not
chairman
compelled

know what I am doing;” the
complained. “Is the exhibitor
to show pictures he ought not

He’s Sure
to show?”

He’s

Right

The question evoked choruses of “No”
and "Yes” from all sections of the room.
As the hearings prepared to resume,
Senator Neely told the chairman that
Senator Downey of California was present
and would want to be heard later.
“I imagine Senator Downey is on the
other side,” he commented.
“I do not think anyone should be on
any
ingly. side,” Chairman
“Oh,”

said

Senator

Smith

said

Neely,

“I am

sure

100 per

cent.

that my side is right.”
“If it is, I am with you
If it is not I’m ‘agin’ you
the chairman retorted.

rebuk-

100 per cent,”

Nearly

a full day was devoted to presentation of Allied’s position on the bill,
leading off with Col. H. A. Cole of Dallas,
president, and Nathan Yamins of Fall
River, Mass., but with Sidney E. Samuelson of Newton, N. J., staging the best
show for the association.
Col. Cole told the subcommittee, at the
time consisting of Senator Neely alone,
that block booking and blind selling,
“twin evils,” were but two of “many
monopolistic and oppressive practices reThe
which

sorted to by the Big Eight.”
Allied head anticipated

arguments

would be made later by the distributors, telling the subcommittee that they

would claim the requirement for a synopsis is impossible of compliance and would
ask its elimination. If that were secured,
he said, they “probably” would not object
seriously to the rest of the bill but, he

Samuelson Wants
To Know Why
Washington — Delving into
eign situation and asserting
best pictures are
Samuelson, Allied

the foronly the

exported, Sidney E.
factotum, asked this

question before the senate
tee hearing the Neely bill:

subcommit-

"I v/ould like to know why I should
have to exhibit a picture that is not
good

enough

to be

exported."

Allied Repeats Its
Faith in Measure
added, elimination of the synopsis clause
would “emasculate” the measure.
For the benefit of the subcommittee.
Col. Cole went deeply in to the block
booking phase of the New York suit and
then switched to the Dallas anti-trust
case, explaining how the Interstate chain
had

secured protection against subsequent-run independents “by having their

admission prices fixed.”
The independents were

in a tough

spot

for several years, he said, but “the Government asked and only recently the supreme court upheld the district court
which said it was illegal. Nevertheless, in
the three years between the initiation of
that practice

and

its outlawing,

23 thea-

tres sold out to the chains.”
Three features of the proposed trade
practice agreement came in for especial
criticism from the Allied executive, who
told the subcommittee that the 20 per cent
cancellation was not 20 per cent by reason of its graduations; that the trade announcement clause is “meaningless and
ambiguous” and that the provision for
specific demand for exceptional features
is so hedged about with restrictions as to
be useless.
“In view of past experiences,” he commented, “Allied and the independent exhibitors whom it represents feel that it
does not in any way take care of the
evils of compulsory block booking.”
Charging that the distributors would
evade the cancellation provisions as they
have in the past, Col. Cole said one or
two companies are incorporating it in
their current contracts, but that he had
received

a letter from an unnamed exhibitor stating that one of those companies had offered him a much better

price if he would eliminate the cancellation clause than if he insisted on its retention.
Cites England’s Ban
“The entire code would be effective only
for two years, with no guarantee for its
continuance
he
concluded. even
England
United
it was

has

if it meant

banned

block

very

much,”

booking

and

Artists has sold singly, demonstrating the feasibility of the Neely bill,
declared by Yamins.

“If I thought

for one

moment

passage of this bill would injure
tion picture industry, I would

that the
the mobe here

talking against passage of the bill,” he
declared. “On the contrary, we are firmly convinced that this measure is for the
best interest of the industry.”
During the course of Yamins’ testimony, Senator Neely commented that he
had bought Paramount common stock at
$100 a share. He has never received a
cent in dividends, he said sadly, and the
stock now is worth only $5 or $6. He was

assured by Pettijohn, however, that its
value is a few dollars higher than that.
“The distributors over a period of years
have gradually taken for themselves
privileges which formerly were enjoyed by
(Continued on page 26)

8, 1939

25

See Price Threat to

Neely Hearings to
Resume Monday

ers'
artrgeess PrImodmuucne
Chea
Th

Neighborhoods

Washington —
Hearings before the
interstate commerce subcommittee on
the Neely anti-block booking bill will
be resumed here Monday with Wm. F.

(Continued

from

the exhibitors,” Yamins
no power to stop them;
written by themselves.

page

25)

said. “There was
all contracts were

this industry was first organized.”
The ten per cent cancellation did not
always prevail, he said, but was eliminated
for a time immediately after the failure of
the NRA code. The elimination of block
booking

“actually would benefit” the industry, because it would offer an incentive
for the production of quality films; to
that end, he quoted statements by Carl
Laemmle, made after his retirement, that
abolition of block booking would be a
good thing.
Yamins

and

Senator

Neely were

momen-

tarily at swords’ points after the former,
in discussing the improvement in quality
in recent years, repeatedly gave the credit
to the Legion of Decency. The Senator
finally erupted, declaring that he thought
some credit should be given to the bills
which have been before Congress and to
the hearings that have been held, as well
as to the activities of the many organizations represented in the room. He was
finally pacified by the soothing voice of
Pettijohn, who solemnly said “you have
been a bur under the tail of the industry
on several occasions to make producers
put out the right kind of pictures.”
Yamins also become involved

with

Senator White, who persisted in exploring
the possibilities of the bill, if enacted, and
asked the witness just what its effect
would be. Told that if, under the bill,
the majors did not produce good pictures
they

would be subject to severe independent competition, Senator White asked as
to the position of the independents at the
present time.
Yamins

read a telegram

from

Phil Gold-

stone of Monogram stating that “the independents do not have a fair opportunity
to market their pictures,” and the Senator asked “are their pictures sold in
blocks?”
“Yes,” replied the witness.
“Why don’t they sell direct?”
tor persisted.

the Sena-

“They follow the example of the
majors,” Yamins explained.
“They would go broke,” Pettijohn interjected. “Distribution costs are too high.”
Referring to distributor charges that the
independents want the cream of the
product, Yamins admitted that was so.
“Of course, we want the cream, not the
skimmed milk,” he said. “If you were in
the dairy business and wanted to sell
sweet cream why should you be obliged
to take the skim milk with it?”
Leading off with the charge that attempts had been made to intimidate him,
by the conversion of an “old building” into
a theatre and suggestions that he “ease
off” on his pressure for the bill — although
he would not name the person involved —
Samuelson read to the subcommittee list
after list of titles of pictures released by

26

joint committee
the

“We are not asking for anything that is
radical or new, but simply for a restoration of those rights which we had when

Philadelphia — Threats of a
throughout the neighborhood

Rodgers, M-G-M
general sales manager and chairman of the distributors
industry

to discuss
trade

progress

practice

price war
field gave

an

acute case of the jitters to the industry last week.
The disturbance started when the Stanley-Warner circuit, which cut prices in
its downtown houses two months ago,
quietly set about doing the same thing in
a few key neighborhoods. The Liberty,
the Logan and the Sedgwick were reported

of

revision

program.

First Giveaway Arrest
Made at Laurel , Del .

already

Georgetown, Del. — The first giveaway
arrest since Bank Night was ruled illegal
in Delaware a month ago, was made when
Manager Floyd Shear of the Laurel Theatre at Laurel, Del., was charged with
giving away a ticket to the New York

instituting cuts of a nickel in admission prices, and reductions were said

to be planned
ner houses.

in half a dozen

other War-

Repercussions were already
among the independents.
The

rumbling

Segall-Pizor house, the Apollo, announced on its programs that it was go-

World’s Fair in an alleged lottery. He
was released on $500 bail.
Donald Mitchell of Laurel, who authorities said drew the lucky number, was held
in $200 bail as a material witness.

ing to inaugurate an “early bird matinee”
— up to 2 p. m. — with an 11 cent admission, instead of the usual 15 cents. But
at press time, the plan was suddenly
dropped.

Gordon-Revel Song Faces
Charges of Plagiarism

“We thought such a price cut would be
a harmful thing and would upset the industry,” Lewen Pizor, who is also president
of UMPTO, told this publication in ex-

New York — Robert Brooker Wyatt has
filed a suit in federal court here seeking
an accounting, damages and an injunction
against the song, “This May Be the Night,”
which he claims is a plagiarism of the
chorus of his song, “In a Bassinet.” The
suit is directed at Mack Gordon, Harry
Revel,
Inc.
The

20th

Century-Fox

Gordon-Revel

song

and
was

Leo
used

Feist,
in the

picture, “My Lucky Star,” against which
injunction is also being sought.
the distributors to show
ones there actually were.

how

few

an

good

Allied now represents 4,000 to 4,500 exhibitors, he said in response to a question
by Senator Neely.
The five
which own
booking in
it for use
charged.

companies in the “Big Eight”
theatres do not practice block
their own theatres but reserve
against the independents, he

Synopses
Samuelson
told the“Feasible”
subcommittee that
the distributors have ceased to put out
the announcement books formerly issued,
so that the exhibitors have no idea whatever as to what they will get, and pointed
to books which he brought to the hearing,
explaining that they all had a “saving
clause” that nothing therein affected any
contract.
As

proof

of the feasibility of the requirements of the bill, he told the subcommittee that M-G-M in its last book carried over 70 synopses, thus disposing of the

contention that they could not be furnished, and Warner held trade showings
of a number of theatres, demonstrating
that blind selling was not necessary.
“This

bill will be virtually useless with-

out the blind
mented.

selling provision,”

he

com-

“The bill is more necessary today than
three years ago because announcement
books

have

disappeared.”

plaining the change of plans. “Rather
cause unsettled conditions, we de-

than
But

cided to give up our intention.”
the same night, the Affiliated Circuit’s Frolic Theatre, a block away from

the

Apollo, suddenly cut its evening admission price from 25 cents to 20 cents.
The Apollo charges 25 cents evenings.
Those moves stirred fears of a price

war

among

The
tition.
The

the

independents

themselves.

Broad, across the street from Warner’s Logan, was another independent reported planning a cut to meet the compeWarner

chain

also

is trying

out

other

ways of boosting neighborhood business, in addition to price cuts. One is the
three-hour show. As an alternative to
double

features, some of the neighborhoods are piling shorts and newsreels to
build a quantity show.
In some cases, the three-hour shows are
being used as a substitute for premiums.

Cosmopolitan , National
Studios Effect Merger
New York — National Studios has been
acquired by Cosmopolitan Studios, which
will consolidate the services of the two
in an expansion of most departments.
Herman Rosenberg, former vice-president
and treasurer of National, is head of the
new enterprise. The firm specializes in
lantern slides, enlargements and displays.

Brooklyn
Date AfterMomart's
April 11 Trial
New

York — The

management

of

the

Momart, Brooklyn, will come before a special sessions judge April 11 when a date for
trial will be set on charges of violating
the state lottery laws. Harry G. Kosch
will represent D. Carnovas, principal defendant. Carnovas was held by Magistrate Jack Eilperin in special sessions.
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New Measures Join

The Strike — Day by Day

Pennsylvania List
Philadelphia — A
nary bills, affecting

New

group of extraordithe inner workings of

the industry, have just joined the line-up
of theatre legislation before the Harrisburg legislature.
As Boxoffice went to press, it was reported a bill was being introduced before
the house of representatives closing down
all theatres owned, controlled or managed
by producers or distributors. Details about
the bill could not be obtained at once.
Another bill, introduced at the same
time, would prohibit theatres from charging more on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays than on week days.
A third bill, introduced two months ago
by Representative Charles Melchoirre, of
Philadelphia, but ignored up to now, by
theatre men, would force Ascap out of
Pennsylvania.
Melchoirre’s measure, which is now in
committee, provides establishment of a
State bureau with which authors and
composers would register their works at a
small fee. They would also set the price,
with the publisher, on sheet music and
records so as to include a certain fixed
royalty on every sale. Once the composition was brought, it could be used free of
charge everywhere.

Pending

Legislation

Is Far-Reaching
Philadelphia — Film men are not paying enough attention to legislation pending in Harrisburg that may profoundly
affect various phases of the business, in
the opinion of George P. Aarons, UMPTO
secretary and counsel.
His survey of bills introduced into the
house of representatives relating to theatres includes:
Bill 26 — Affects
ists.

licensing

of projection-

Bill 198 — Affects “monopolistic
in connection with copyrighted
compositions.

abuses”
musical

Bank

Nights,

Saturday,

Counsel

for

with

a

Bill 402 — Places a tax on admissions.
Bill 411 — Legalizes Bank Nights and
bingo.

April

distributors

Paramount

Newsreel

and

declining
men

circuits

to com-

return

to their

posts

after two-day picketing which advanced the belief on part of majors that,
because of the contract between Local
702 and newsreel laboratories, restraining
orders would have been issued. This angle
compares with exchange employes who
have no contract with major companies
and hence are violating no agreement.
No

missout

in

shipments,

clerks

April

2

Exchanges being picketed quietly and
Moskowitz, acting as exhibitor coordinator
and spokesman, on tap all day except for
a brief visit to Medical Center where he
visits his brother-in-law
an operation.
Everything

in check,

recuperating
managers

from

report.

Levy slated to meet Monday with Joseph
E. Brill and Berkley W. Henderson, department of justice representatives, and
present union executives who will offer
their side of the strike situation. Major
circuits previously presented their arguments to the department here and in
Washington.
April

3

Union executives appear with Levy, at
local State Mediation Board, but details
held secret. Meeting is slated to be continued tomorrow. Although distributor
representatives are said to have attended
meeting, this does not prove to be the
fact. Attorneys for circuits and distributors contend they have presented their side
of the situation and now it is up to 306

Philadelphia — Local 307 of IATSE isn’t
saying anything about the possibility of
the New York projectionists’ strike spreading here, but it is reported the officers of
the group are watching New York developments with “keen attention.” Reason
is that there are a considerable number of
theatres in this area employing unorganized
projectionists, and the IATSE
would
naturally like to get an idea about the
best way of changing that situation.
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Shippers Again
York — Two

changes
the

are

back

bookers

projectionists
men

up

called

to that time

the strike. The
had

retained

membership in Local B-51,
backroom employes. But a
utes before going
posts,

they

ex-'

in their old jobs

resigned.

They
Local

back

to

in
re306

two
their

union for
few mintheir

4

Henderson and Brill after two-day investigation. It is believed the department of
justice investigators are not in sympathy
with what 306 is doing and so state in
report. Also understood government does
not agree with union that the dispute
comes under Norris-LaGuardia Act and will
order 306 to cease and desist with the
threat of taking action if the order is not
complied with. Meanwhile, exchanges say
they continue shipping without missouts.
Exhibitors cooperating to full extent and
in sympathy

with

exchanges.

Because Harry H. Buxbaum, Joe Lee and
the rest of local 20th-Fox sales force held
back from going to Chicago convention,
William Sussman
ing with men and
Windy City.

will hold special meetdetail what happened in

Wednesday,

April

5

Another quiet day on Filmrow and in
circuit and distributor headquarters. Lawyers still on hand for developments, injunction papers ready but no meetings today and no action to relieve the monotony
of impatient waiting and anxiety.
Downtown, it was reported official statement from department of justice is expected tomorrow. Many executives home
with

flu, colds and grippe are being
formed regularly by telephone.

in-

Exhibitors who have contacted 2,000
operators employed in theatres cannot get
to first base on what is going on behind
union doors. Spring shows first signs to
day, but the many back room employes
who last week crowded Filmrow seemingly
taking in the film shows to kill time on
their hands. A paradoxical situation in
that they are not getting paid now for a
second week while the projectionists, for
whom they are striking, still draw pay
in theatres they attend.
Thursday,

Most

important

April

6

development

of the day

is failure of Loew’s to open the Olympia,
on upper Broadway, acquired by the major
circuit in a partnership deal with Skouras.
Local 306 refused to provide operators until strike dispute out of the way. Meanwhile, pickets continue parading exchanges

been

in local

shipping department.
turned on short notice when

two

in all-day downpour. Berkley W. Henderson, government agent, scheduled to issue
statement today informs press he has not

Bookers Become
New

April

in the

and

being called into service at exchanges and delivery companies handling
shipments without interruption.
Sunday,

this union’s men
circuits’ houses.

Thurman Arnold is understood to have
received report on strike situation from

bookers

Bill 414 — Taxes vending machines.
Bill 475 — May affect making of trailers
and slides.

Watchful , But Quiet on
Gotham IATSE Strike

for placing
independent

Tuesday.

Matthew Levy, Local 306 counsel, returns
from Washington where he conferred with
Thurman Arnold, both
ment on meeting.

to get together with Century and Cocalis
circuits on whatever moves are to be made

1

ready with injunction applications in event
reports that strike in theatres to be called
today eventuates. Reports fail to bear
fruit, but keep C. C. Moskowitz at his
Loew desk until 1 : 30 Sunday morning
waiting for something to happen.

Monday,

Bill 237 — Provides refunds from capital
stock and corporate income taxes to corporations showing certain increases in
employment.
Bill 391 — Legalizes
tax on prizes.

York — This is a day-by-day account of the strike situation, precipitated
by Local 306. It was a generally quiet
week. But these developments took place:

old

advised by Washington to release details, but indications story may be ready
Friday or Saturday the latest.
Friday,

April

7

Approximately $4,000 was paid the
strikers today, each receiving $15. This
is the first payment in two weeks, $5 coming from the Local and the balance from
IATSE. Several strikers have applied for
state relief. Local B-51 will meet Wednesday at the Capitol Hotel. The government
is silent on its findings.

Goldwyn Withdraws UA Suit;
To File Anew in Delaware

Conlusion Faces
The Reader
New
the

New York — Preparatory to filing anew
in Delaware, Max D. Steuer, counsel for
Samuel Goldwyn, in a surprise move
Thursday submitted a motion in federal
court asking discontinuance here of the
suit filed against United Artists. The

$1,000,000 in Quarter Is
Earned by Paramount

the

copy

“Defendant having filed no copy of
record and no answer under Rule 41,
Section A, Section 1 of the new rules of

New York — Earnings of approximately
$1,000,000 for Paramount for the first
quarter of the current fiscal year are
estimated in Wall Street circles. This
would mean an increase of about $200,000
for the same period last year.
Neil F. Agnew on Thursday met with
the Chicago sales force in the Windy City

federal procedure

on

technical approach
tion read:

covered

in a brief mo-

asks leave to dismiss

ac-

tion.”
UA’s answer was not expected until next
week. Steuer and James Roosevelt, Goldwyn vice-president, could not be reached
by Boxoffice for comment.

York — Failing to get a desired date

a $100,000 national campaign on the picture. When it was learned the booking was
put back by the Music Hall, UA then
to the Rivoli for an

1938

Profit

Passes $1,000,000 Mark

at the Music Hall, UA has booked “Wuthering Heights” into the Rivoli following
“Three Smart Girls Grow up.” According
to UA sources, “Wuthering Heights” was
scheduled to follow "The Story of Vernon
and Irene Castle” into the Music Hall with
opening around Easter Week to tie in with

turned

on “Union Pacific” and Barney Balaban,
Stanton Griffis, Edwin L. Weisl, Russell
Holman and Leon Netter departed Friday
night.

Technicolor

Disagreement on Dates
Leads to Rivoli Switch
New

his way to the coast for studio conferences. Robert Gillham left Wednesday
for Hollywood, after a Chicago stopover

early showing

with indications “Wuthering Heights” will
have a popular price premiere April 13.

New York — Technicolor, Inc., and its
subsidiary, Technicolor Motion Picture

Wants

Infidelity

Hints Out of "Heights"

Montreal — Unless Samuel Goldwyn consents to the elimination of an infidelity

sequence from “Wuthering Heights,” the
picture will not be shown in Quebec, Arthur Laramee, chairman of the board of
censors, reveals.

UA's Structure Aired in
Government Examination
New York — The general structure of
UA, duties of its officers, the relationship
between producers and the distributing
company

and other sundry matters highlighted the examination before trial of

Harry J. Muller, treasurer and comptroller, in federal court Thursday and Friday.
Robert L. Wright, assistant to the attorney
general, handled the examination. Major
company representatives were on hand in
connection

with the first phase
ernment’s anti-trust suit.

ground

“the complaint does not allege anything of the sort.” The attorneys, likewise, refused the request of the government to submit annual reports and financial statements, claiming it a personal matter because five individuals owned the
company through stocks and bonds.

28

of

forfor the
"Wuthering
Heights"
advertised
Music Hall.
On another

additional

copy

pointing

out

the

film will play the Rivoli here.
The situation stems to the differences
between UA and the Music Hall on
dates. The copy referring to the original playdate could not be changed.
UA took the next best step under the
circumstances by
advertising the
Rivoli run.

Loew's Strengthens
Broadway Position
New

York — Solidifying

its position

on

upper Broadway, Loew’s has consummated
the long-pending deal for a half interest
in the Olympia and Stoddard, two
Skouras houses acquired in 1937 from the
estate of Jack W. Springer. Under the

Current assets on December 31 were $3,870,295 and current liabilities to $900,666,

deal, Loew’s operates the Olympia with
Skouras continuing at the Stoddard. The

compared

with $3,010,831 and $465,903, respectively at the end of the previous year.

Cash increased
378 in 1937.

GTE

to $3,315,337

from

$2,596,-

Net

New York — A net profit of $507,267 for
1938 is reported by General Theatres
Equipment Corp., after a $225,000 reserve
against advances to subsidiaries, equal to
about 85 cents each on the 597,887 shares
of outstanding capital stock. The consolidated net profit in 1937 was $1,212,315,
or $2.01 a share on the 600,892 shares then
outstanding. Current assets on December
31 last amounted to $6,234,047 against
rent liabilities of $646,219.

Distribution Approved
Pathe Lab Common

cur-

of

New York — Distribution of the remaining 50 per cent of the outstanding Pathe
Laboratories’ common stock to Pathe Film
stockholders on the basis of one share for
each

100 held in Pathe Film has been approved. Stockholders of record April 14
will receive the new stock April 28, with
scrip being issued for fractional
100 shares of Pathe Film stock.

parts

of

of the gov-

Edward C. Raftery and Benjamin Pepper, counsel for UA, declined to allow Muller to answer questions relative to tying
UA up with production activities on the

appearance

Corp., reports an annual net profit of $1,050,536, equivalent to $1.24 each on the
842,664 shares of no-par capital stock and
compares with $463,139 or 58 cents each,
on 803,081 shares in 1937.

$507,267
Quebec

is

York — Weekend

“American Weekly,” Sunday supplement of the Hearst and others newspapers must have been confusing to
reader. On one page is display

Pathe

1938 Profit Drops

Sharply

Under

Olympia has added the name of Loew’s to
the marquee and its advertising. The
house has not opened because Local 306
refused to provide operators until the
strike is settled.
Changes in the Loew publicity department have Bill Slifka resigning in Brooklyn and Dick Dan replacing Sol Hamwerger in the same borough. Hamwerger has
returned to the home office.
The

regular

quarterly

dividend

of

$1.621/2 on the preferred, payable May 15
to stockholders of record, April 28, has
been declared.
A motion by Loew’s to dismiss the suit
of the Wendell estate which sought $44,692.18 as a further rent on the Capitol has
been uphold by Supreme Court Justice
Salvatore Cottillo. The circuit’s counterclaim for $33,700, which, it is claimed,
was erroneously paid to the estate, has not
yet been decided.
According to a report filed with SEC in
Washington, David Bernstein, vice-president and treasurer, purchased 22,220
shares of Loew common in February which
increased his holdings to 29,300 shares; J.
Robert Rubin, vice-president and general
counsel for M-G-M,
added the same
amount as Bernstein but on the same day
sold 2,200 shares which gives him a total
of 34,175 shares. The purchases resulted
from options to acquire these amounts
before March 1 at $40 a share.

1937

New York — Pathe Film Corp. reports a
net profit of $77,158 for the year ending
December 31, comparing with $466,918 for
1937. The report states the decrease was
caused

by a reduction of $227,500 in dividends received on its investment in DuPont Films, and a 22 per cent decline in

operating income caused by the curtailment in film production last spring.

Ross Men

Shifted

New York —
Ross Federal personnel
changes have Harold Anderson, formerly
assistant manager in Chicago, succeeding
Norman Brennan who resigned because of
pressure of personal affairs. Stewart C.
Martin of Boston moves over to Chicago
to fill Anderson’s

spot.
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Bookkeepers Union Launches
A Drive on Home Offices

Sees Television
"Legit”
Aiding
York— Television will help

New

legitimate

theatre,

in

the

the

opinion

of

Max Gordon, Broadway producer who
is now advisor and assistant to John
Royal,

NBC vice-president in the
duction of television programs.

His views, in
and developing
start, I hope

part: "By
television

to prove

Monogram

pro-

Chicago

peo-

outlet

. . . Television

for the

theatre,

ployment of stage
radio medium.

new

theatre
any

as we

other

know

form

means

through

a
the

emthe
the

it today

more

ecutives of the company’s outlets in London, Paris, Australia and several South
American countries will attend.

new

technique in
It approaches

The

than

of entertainment."

Arthur

Levey, Monogram’s English representative; Norman Bede Rydge, chairman of the board of Greater Union Theatres and of British Empire Films, distributors in Australia, New Zealand and Tasmania, and Ernest Wettstein, Paris representative.

added to the standard film producers’
agreements covering the use of RCA-Photophone sound-film recordings for television broadcasting purposes.
amendment

clears

the

way

for

RCA’s recording licensees not only to utilize existing film sound tracks for television
at no extra charge, according to Harry L.
Sommerer, of RCA, but also for them to
make sound tracks especially for television
broadcasting. The same royalty will be
applied to RCA recorded
sion, Sommerer adds.

will be pregeneral sales

Composing the foreign contingent are
the following: William Gell, managing director of Pathe Pictures, Ltd., of London;

York — A television clause has been

The

1939-40 sales policy
sented by George W. Weeks,

manager. The 200 salesmen and executives also will hear the outline of plans
for 32 features and 24 westerns.

RCA Agreements
Cover Television
New

4-6

Hotel, Chicago, May 4-6. In addition to
delegates from 37 Monogram offices, ex-

ple that television is the greatest supplementary medium for their abilities.
It cannot hurt the theatre. In fact, it
will help

May

New York — Instead of a series of
regionals, Monogram has decided to hold
one general sales convention at the Drake

furthering
from the

to theatrical

Meets in

films for televi-

Television to Highlight
SMPE Spring Meeting
Los Angeles — Television will occupy the
spotlight in the discussions listed for the
annual spring meeting of the Society of
M. P. Engineers at the Roosevelt April
17-21.
Representatives of RCA, NBS, CBS, Dumont and Don Lee Broadcasting will speak
at the television symposium, in addition to
which Dr. A. N. Goldsmith, chairman of
the SMPE television committee, will talk.
Among the papers scheduled are “The
Polyrhetor — a 150 Channel Reproducer,”
by G. T. Stanton, of Erpi, and P. R.

From

Withdraws

F-M Pool

Sx. Louis — Effective May 31, the operating agreement prevailing between Ansell
Bros. Theatres and St. Louis Amusement
Co. (Fanchon & Marco operation)
dissolved, according to Louis K.
head of the former company.

will be
Ansell,

“Our principal reason for dissolution of
the pool is that we are in an extensive
expansion program of acquiring and building additional theatres and find we can
best do so without being tied in with the
St. Louis Amusement Co. and Fanchon
and Marco,” Ansell said.
Houses involved are the Ritz, Empress
and Varsity. They revert to Ansell and
will be operated under the Ansell name.

West to Install Koerner
At RKO Division Helm
New York — John J. O’Connor and
Charles W. Koerner left for the coast over
the weekend where the former will install
the latter as western division head for the

Elec-

latter’s former New England post and
William McCourt has been named acting
manager for the Albee, Providence, the
spot until recently held by McDonald.

D. V. Water,

of Western

the U. S. department of commerce; “New
Frontiers for the Documentary Film,” A. A.
Mercey, National Emergency Council; and
“The

Time

Telescope,” C. R. Veber, department of biophotography at Rutgers

University.

Take

Over

Howard

Theatre

New York — Murray
Banner have taken
Howard Beach, L. I.

Ginsburg and Tony
over the Howard,
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The

Recruiting

Universal

work

contract

already

is un-

affected

175

employes in the home office and 27 office workers of the Big U Exchange. It
runs for two years and is retroactive from
February 21.
It provides for immediate increases of
ten per cent for all office workers in the
company’s employ less than ten years; a
15 per cent increase for employes working
over ten years; a 37 V2 hour, five-day
work- week; time-and-a-half for all overtime; a two-week vacation with pay for
those employed one year and more; one
vacation with pay for those employed six months, or less than one year;

seniority rights on lay-offs and promotions. In addition, an extra five per cent
increase will be granted on Feb. 21, 1940,

tric; “The Status of Lens-Making in
America,” W. B. Rayton, Bausch & Lomb;
“Review of Foreign Film Markets,” N. D.
Golden, of the motion picture division of

and

contract.
der way.

week’s

Ansell

RKO circuit. Mrs. O’Connor accompanies
her husband while Mrs. Koerner is due to
follow later.
Harry McDonald succeeds Koerner in the

Marion

New York — Encouraged by its contract
with Universal, the first consummated by
any company for its office employes, the
American Federation of Bookkeepers,
Local 20,940, AFL affiliate, is mapping
plans for an extensive campaign to bring
all home offices under its banner.
First step in that direction will be a
mass meeting of industry workers who
will be told what the Universal office
staff received as a result of the union

Anti-Censorship Rally by
Theatre Arts April 20
New York — The film division of the
Theatre Arts Committee will hold an anticensorship meeting at the Hotel Astor the
evening of April 20. Speakers already lined
up include Louis Nizer, Langdon W. Post,
Harry Brandt, Howard Dietz, and E. A.
Golden.

over

and

above

the

aforementioned

in-

crease and also a modified “closed shop.”
The Big U Film Exchange contract is
identical in all details save the one that
all employes will be granted a 15 per cent
increase immediately, plus a five per cent
increase beginning Feb. 21, 1940.

A Conciliatory Move
On Clearance Ills
Philadelphia —
Former Congressman
Ben Golder, retained by Warner Bros, as
counsel in the clearance battle soon due
to come into the open, announces he will
try to settle as many disputes as possible
out of court.
Golder invited exhibitors with complaints to come in and talk it over. If
the complaints are justifiable, he said,
they

will be adjusted. If not, the exhibitor will be free to take legal action, he

said. Purpose of this procedure “will be
to separate the legitimate complainers
from

chiselers,” he asserted.

Bill to Open Interstate
Channels to Fight Films
Washington — Repeal of the prohibition
on the interstate shipment of fight films
has won a new adherent in the person of
Senator Barbour (Rep., N. J.), who has
introduced a bill to that effect in the
senate.
The law was enacted as the result of
racial feeling, the senator declared, but
the conditions which brought about its
adoption do not exist, despite the fact that
the

present holder of the world heavyweight title is a Negro, as was the case
29
when the act was proposed in 1912.

Name-to-Fit Role
Policy Continues

Double Recognition
Now for Doubles

Bingo Shifted; So
Did Receipts
Brooklyn — That women
are notorious
bargain hunters is a truism with which
the management oi the Elton will readily agree. Wednesday
is giveaway

New York — Universal’s
ing important star names

policy of signto fit the roles

in outstanding productions will be continued next season, Matthew Fox, assistant to Nate J. Blumberg, president, told
Boxoffice during his short visit here. He
left Friday for the studios after a week at
the

home office lining up the new program with Blumberg and William A. Scully,
general sales manager.

During the current season, the plan has
worked out so that exhibitors were given
such names as Bing Crosby, W. C. Fields
and Charlie McCarthy and Edgar Bergen
who were not mentioned earlier in the
season

when the program was sold. Negotiations for star names begin when vehicles are lined up.

Fox will not attend the regional sales
meetings in Cincinnati and Chicago, but
may attend the San Francisco session.
Although no title has yet been conferred
upon him, Jack Gross, former RKO coast
division head and now on the Universal
lot, will be business manager for the four
series of westerns to be produced with
Richard Arlen and Johnny Mack Brown.

a onetime

shot

on behalf of “Rose of Washington Square”
when the company will sponsor the nation-wide broadcast of the Kentucky Derby
May 6 over the CBS web. The aircast will
run for 30 minutes beginning 6:15 Eastern
Daylight Time. This will mark the first
time the noted turf event will be hooked
to ballyhoo for a film.

20th-Fox
Foreign

Executives

to

Sales Parleys

for 20th Century-Fox, sail on the Washington April 20 to attend the British and
European sales conventions in London and
Paris.

R. Sutton Dawes, British sales director, will accompany the home office executives. Truman H. Talley, producer of
Movietonews, and Sir Gordon Craig, in
charge of the British Movietonews, will
sail later in the month for the meeting.
Following the sessions in London and
Paris, Kent and Hutchinson will leave for
Rio de Janeiro where the Latin-American
sales force will meet, June 1-3. Then they
will head for Trinidad where Central
American managers will meet, June 21.
The London sessions are scheduled for
11-13.

The

Paris meetings,

Baseballers

women

complained

"So

empty

what
relates

happens,”
sadly,

Thursday

"the

Where

to the

the church
night.
the

almost

manage-1

house

May

4-6.

Start

New York— Loew’s and M-G-M’s baseball nine started practice at Inwood Park
Saturday for the industry’s mound
which get under way shortly.

convention, of recent years, has dictated that double feature shows receive an
apologetic

acknowledgement

on the

part of exhibitor to patron, the metropolitan circuit is engaged in a frenzied ballyhoo of its dual film policy.

is now

The idea utilized to plus-sell eight weeks
of unusually strong double bills revolves
about two infants, who, pictorially, have
aroused a large segment of usually blase
theatregoers. The circuit is calling the

nights.”

21st "Film Daily" Year
Book Comprehensive
New

York — A comprehensive and authoritative summary of the industry, both
American and world-wide, is contained in
the 21st edition of the Film Daily Year
Book for 1939, under editorship of Jack
Alicoate.
The 1,219-page reference book is both
illuminating and purposeful. Pertinent
data relative to every conceivable phase
of the industry, here and foreign, is again
presented irj its many departments. A
new analytical format is employed for the
first time to enhance the reference service.
Among the highlights is an enlarged

Films Act, an improved non-theatrical section and a treatise on the right
of privacy.
Of special interest in the statistical data,
the Year Book notes a capital investment
of $2,050,000,000 in the domestic industry,
with the world-wide figure set at $3,000,000,000.— L. W.

babies Loew’s Twins. An entire series of
photos, depicting the bouncing bambinos
in attractive poses, mostly sans even baby
garments, has been distributed where the
publicity would do the most good. The
entire campaign, for that matter, is wrapped around the twins.
Twin features, twin screeno gags, twin
bunny

giveaways for Easter, teaser telephone, radio, decorative schemes, trailers,
billposting, programs, twin bassinett lobby
stunts and the formation of a Twins Club
are all part of the approach. It all started
in C. C. Moskowitz’s office, filtered through
Oscar Doob’s and Ernie Emerling’s and
has spread to the entire field staff with
delightful enthusiasm.

"Dodge City " Hangs
Record Sign Early

Out

series

first boxoffice tests to tip off the anticipated 600 bookings that will swamp the
country during the first two weeks.
Record-breaking business is reported by
the home office at the Roger Sherman,
New Haven; Strand, Hartford: Warner,
Bridgeport; Warner, Worcester, and
Capitol, Springfield.

Shifts Three Managers
New York — Bernie Brooks, general manager of the Rosenblatt & Welt circuit, has
made the following managerial changes:
Joe Palenti from the Orpheum, Jersey City,
to the Plaza, Bayonne; Eddie Rowe, from
the Orient, J. C., to the Orpheum, same
city; M. Levy from the Plaza, Bayonne,
to the Orient, N. J.

Renews

Taylor Pact
has renewed
Robert Taylor

$38,400,000 have been settled for $8,100,350 with two others still in negotiation.
These are claims filed by William Fox for
$7,186,627, and Alfred E. Fiegal for $248,047. The last was disallowed in federal
court and is now up on appeal.
The report ran 734 pages and also disclosed Fox Theatres has $119,415 in cash
on hand.

New Censor Recognizes
Good Work of Films
Philadelphia — “The motion picture industry helped America through the depression,” declared Mrs. Edna R. Carroll,
new chairman of the Pennsylvania State
Board of Motion Picture Censors.

<& Welt Chain

Hollywood — Metro
starring contract with
a long term.

New York — Milton C. Weisman has
submitted his final report as receiver of
Fox Theatres in federal court, and has
asked to be discharged as receiver. He

Kenneth P. Steinreich, as co-trustees.
The report discloses claims totaling

its western premiere, “Dodge City” hung
up new records in five pre-release engagements in New England. These are the

Rosenblatt

Weisman's Final Report
As Fox Receiver In

also requests that assets of the corporation be formally turned over to him and

New York — Riding high on the wave of
advance ballyhoo that has broken since

New York — Sidney K. Kent, president;
Herman Wobber, general sales manager,
and Walter J. Hutchinson, foreign head

May

the

proper authorities and
shifted Bingo to Thursday

British

" Washington
Square "
New York — Twentieth Century-Fox
into radio with

church,

ment

New York — Loew’s is going in where
angels, in the vernacular, fear to tread.

at the theatre. Since it conflicted with Bingo in an
adjacent

television section. Others include developments in the foreign field, the text of the

20th-Fox Ties Derby and
steps back

night

its
for

Mrs. Carroll met distributors and newsmen at a special luncheon, where she outlined her proposed policies. While intimating she is going to exercise her censorial powers with a certain degree of
strictness, she also had praise for what the
films are doing.
“Motion

pictures

have

taken

Americans

away from the sordid to the romantic,”
she said. “If they have done nothing
more than provide this relaxation for
troubled minds, their work has been worth

30
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Paramount Secures
Third Extension
New York — Paramount requested and
has been granted a 10-day extension until
April 13 for filing answers in the action
brought by minority stockholders.
The suit, brought by Frank Jablow and
Sam Acker, each holders of 300 shares of
common

and

stock, attacks Paramount’s reorganization as well as charging appointment of “inexperienced and inefficient individuals” by John E. Otterson in 1935
Barney Balaban in 1936 caused the

company damages “in excess of $25,000,000.” This is the third extension in the
filing of answers.

Loew

Case

Fees

Total $191,865
New

York — Supreme

Court

A. Valente has granted total attorneys’
fees of $191,865 to lawyers representing
suing stockholders against Loew’s, out of a
total award of $542,000.
This sum will be deducted from the total,
with the balance returned to the corporation to be added to the profit statement,
and

a dividend will be granted to stockholders at the end of the year.
Emil K. Ellis, heading the prosecution,
received $64,025; Abraham L. Pomerantz,
$20,000; Pollock and Nemerov, $28,500;
Bijur and Hertz, $17,079; Garey and Garey,
$11,886; Milton I. Milvy, $6,000; Maurice
Rose, $7,000; Menden and Mann, $7,375;
and Bernard J. Reis, accountant, $30,000.
Emil K. Ellis, speaking for the prosecution, stated he was satisfied the decision
would aid the corporation in the future
and that, until he could consult with his
associate counsel, a decision on appeal
could not be decided.

Ask Dismissal of Plagiarism
Suit Against Disney, et al.
New York — Dismissal of the plagiarism
suit filed against Walt Disney, RKO, Irving Berlin and Frank Churchill for allegedly infringing on the copyright of the
song, “Russian Soldiers’ Song” in “Whistle
While You Work” in “Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs” has been asked by counsel
for the defendants on the ground the song
is in public domain and the plaintiff,
Modest Altschuler, neglected to copyright
it.

Grants

Examination

of Two

In $225,000 Anti-Trust Move
New York — Examination of David and
Philip Sherry of Miller, and Sherry Enterprises, Inc., of Kingston, has been granted by Federal Judge Edward A. Conger in
connection with the $225,000 anti-trust suit
brought by Orange County Theatres, Inc.,
operators of the Strand, Newburgh, against
UA, RKO, 20th Century-Fox, Big U Film
Exchange, Inc., Paramount, Netco, Joseph
Lee, Eugene Levy, and George Walsh.
An application to examine executives of
Columbus Trust Co., of Newburgh was denied. The examination will seek information pertaining to state insurance taxes
paid by Orange
BOXOFFICE
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E

Help Support

Yeshiva

College —

Important film men were among those who attended a Hotel Astor dinner
on behalf of the Yeshiva College and its refugee students. This group includes Louis Nizer, Jacob Salzman, secretary of the dinner which was sponsored by the industry; M. H. Aylesworth, publisher of the New York WorldTelegram; Murray Silverstone, U A; George J. Schaefer, RKO; James Roosevelt, Goldwyn, Inc.; Arthur Price, treasurer of the committee; Ned E. Depinet,
RKO; and Jack Cohn, Columbia. Tioo of the students are shown in the foreground. Little known is the fact Schaefer is privately sponsoring one of the
student body.

Circus Files Litigation
Against Universal
New York
Pictures Co.,
C. Fields, Al
doing business
Agency, has

— A suit against Universal
Inc., Lester Cowan, William
Wagner and Ann Dempster,
as the Al Wagner Theatrical
been brought by Harry Y.

Bary, general manager of the HagenbeckWallace circus, seeking damages of $307,000.
The suit is divided into four causes of
action, with the first charging plagiarism
of the circus manager’s copyrighted story,
“A Circus Episode,” in the picture, “You
Can’t Cheat an Honest Man.”
The second claims Bary brought into this
country and had under contract an animal
act headed by Alverso Pietro Blacaman, a
Mexican.

After Cowan and Fields approached the plaintiff and succeeded in

getting him to pledge the services of Blacaman for a picture, they, working through
the Wagner agency, succeeded in getting
him to break his contract, is the charge.
Thirdly, it is asserted the defendants
notified the department of immigration, labor division and told them the plaintiff
was in financial difficulties and unable to
support the circus. On this basis, it is
stated in the suit, the act of Blacaman’s
was taken from him by the department
which rescinded the order after an investigation on Bary’s plea.
Lastly, it is charged

Universal

agreed

to use the plaintiff’s circus in the picture
but used the animals of Blacaman instead.

Texas

Exhibitor

Dead

Brownfield, Tex. — Earl Jones, operator
of three local theatres, died here Thursday morning.

New York —
“Magillas,” representing
tokens of appreciation for work done in
connection with the affair, have been
given to W. G. Van Schmus, chairman of
the sponsoring committee of the Motion
Picture Industry’s Scholarship Fund Dinner for Yeshiva College, and George J.
Schaefer, who stepped into the breach
when Van Schmus was taken ill and
forced
The

to rest at St. Luke’s Hospital.
support of the industry was climaxed by a dinner at the Astor where
Schaefer received the encased scroll, with
the
story of Esther, for Van Schmus and
himself.
Speeches by James Roosevelt and Louis
Nizer highlighted the affair. Merlin H.
Aylesworth, publisher of the New York
World-Telegram, introduced Roosevelt
and welcomed the son of the President to
the

industry. Impromptu, Roosevelt admired the spirit of the occasion and
lauded the efforts of Yeshiva. Nizer, recalling the prophets, told the ten students
who

attended

“You

are

not

alone,”

and

predicted the downfall of today’s “monster of the world” by reflecting on the
history of dictators of the past.
Arthur Price, treasurer of Yeshiva, was
toastmaster. Other speakers included Dr.
Bernerd Revel, president of the college;
Dr. Nelson P. Mead, president of C. C.
N. Y., and Prof.
Yeshiva faculty.

Moritz

Werner

of the

Bernerd , Wilson Confer
With E. W. Hammons
New York — Jeffrey Bernerd and Maurice
J. Wilson, managing directors of Grand
National, Ltd., are conferring with Earle
W. Hammons, president, on plans for next
season. They will remain indefinitely.

BROADWAY
Broadivay again after those
Lauderdale and Hollywood.
Weekend

Hallucinations:

trips to Ft.

A

friend

of

screen star, docked on the Conte di Savoia
for a short visit . . . Beulah Livingstone is
in Boston handling the exploitation on
Film

Sam Rinzler’s called him Friday night
and tipped him off confidentially, sorta,
the operators were going to be pulled out
of his theatres the following day. Which
meant no sleep for Sam or his partner,
Louis

Frisch, for a couple days . . . Business and Pleasure: Bill Rodgers managed
to spend Saturday and Sunday in Atlantic
City before landing in Washington for the
Neely bill hearings . . . Johnny Mednikow
of Trailer-Made in Chicago was a Broadway visitor during the week . . . Norman
Moray

— Metropolitan

Photos

He Didn't Mail It—
Ben

Goetz, in charge of British production for M-G-M, here again and

this time with a print of “Goodbye,
Mr. Chips’’ which he brought, didn’t
send, over, thereby proving he thinks
it a bit of all right. On the left is
Sam Wood who directed the film and
next to him is Mrs. Wood. The Normandie also dislodged Greer Garson
who plays opposite Robert Donat in
the film.

fjERBERT WILCOX sailed Friday on the
Queen Mary and returns in a fortnight
with Anna Neagle, who will play the lead
in “Edith Cavell,” which is to be the producer’s first American production for RKO
in Hollywood. One sequence will be made
in England and the balance on the coast,

is at the Warner studios in Burbank, having finalized his trip west . . .
Most of the 20th-Fox boys who returned
from the Chicago convention had colds as
company . . . Abe Montague was among
the sales executives in the Capitol . . .
Tyree Dillard jr. is still absent from his
office and recovering at his down yonder
home in North Carolina from a sorta
breakdown from de code draft . . . William Wyler gave a special screening of
“Wuthering Heights” for William Lyon
Phelps, the English professor, at Yale
. . . Homer B. Snook, RCA executive, returns to Camden next week after a twoweek visit to various key cities.
The Charlie Cohens — he’s in the M-G-M
publicity department — celebrate their first
wedding anniversary today . . . Bea Rappaport, secretary to Phil Reisman, has been
ailing with the grippe . . . Ruthie Schwerin, of the Monogram publicity department,
is getting over her illness at the French
Hospital. She will be out about another
month . . . Producer William Rowland is

in town talking with RKO about distribution of Spanish-language pictures . . .
Claude Rains is vacationing at his farm in
Pennsylvania . . . Olga Petrova, silent

Alliance’s initial release, “The Challeng”. . . Irene Castle is back in Chicago, leaving behind her a mass of newspaper breaks which the RKO publicity department isproudly filing away.

S. Charles Einfeld is here from Hollywood and Dodge City to prepare for the
opening of “Juarez” at the Hollywood and
for pre-release runs of “Confessions of a
Nazi Spy.” Mrs. Einfeld is with him . . .
John Garfield, having finished one of the
leads in “Family Reunion,” has forsaken
the Warner lot temporarily and is in New
York with his wife. Garfield’s father is
ill . . . Howard Barnes, film critic of the
New York Herald-Tribune, and Bruce
Pinter, Sunday feature writer on that
sheet, went west on the Dodge City Special
instead of returning to New York after
the opening of the film of that name in
Dodge City last Saturday . . . George
Arliss is in New York. Einfeld, by the way,
returns west about May 1 . . . Grad Sears
spent a couple of days in bed this week.
The flu.
In the sick bay
Schmus
eral
a
bad
with a
end . .
baum

this week:

W.

G. Van

at St. Luke’s Hospital for a gencheckup after being forced down with
cold. Spyros Skouras, in bed
bothersome cold for the week. Bill Powers and Harry Buxtried to shake colds off over

the weekend, couldn’t and because of
accumulated work reported to the office
daily and thawed out . . . Irving Maas doing nicely at French Hospital after an
operation. Ditto Jim Finey of Walt Diswhere

ney’s office. He’s at Beth Israel Hospital
he underwent an incision . . . Leo

F. Samuels of Walt Disney’s office on May
7 takes Alda Quighetti as his better half at

Wilcox said befoi-e sailing . . . Jim MacFarland is now with Arthur Lee handling
publicity on Baird television, which is
scheduled for several Broadway theatres.
I. C. Javal, commercial director for the
television device, is due from England the
latter part of the month. According to
Lee, May 15 will see the first television
application on Broadway . . . The 35mm
and 16mm rights to “Rose of Tralee” for
this country have been acquired by Mecca
Film Laboratories.
Johnny Murphy of Loew’s reports some
patrons who have seen “ Pygmalion ” at the
Astor at least once have sent in letters
asking that the shorts program be
changed for those who are anxious to visit
the

theatre again. Addendum: The suggestion is being taken under advisement.

It now looks as if “The Mikado” will not
open at the Astor until the middle of May
at the earliest . . . C. C. Moskowitz is still
hoping

to be able to leave for Miami before June. The contemplated Havana
jaunt now looks cold . . . Judy Garland
opens at the State, Thursday, for personal
appearances . . . Carl Krueger is now officially attached to the Paramount studio
exploitation department under a new idea
Bob Gillham
seeing Capt.

30-B

has in mind . . . It’s good
Dennis F. O’Brien back on

A Roosevelt
The

cameraman

at an Odd
was

somewhere

Angle —
close to the rug when

he. maneuvered

this

shot at UA’s cocktail party for Merle Oberon. On the left is James Roosevelt,
vice-president of the Goldwyn company which produced “Wuthering Heights”
in which Miss Oberon essays the lead. On the right is William Wyler who
directed. Roosevelt sailed Friday on the Queen Mary on business. Miss
Oberon now is abroad on a vacation.
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the Fifth

Ave.

Presbyterian

Church.

The

sales head of Garrison Film, wound
trip to the midwest the other day

bride formerly worked at UA’s home office
. . . Richard Perry is the new local GN
branch manager replacing Pete Rosian,
who has joined Universal in the field . . .

now back at the company’s headquarters
. . . Joris Ivens and John Feme, co-producers of “The 400,000,000” are en route
to France and Holland after a visit to this

Irving Barry, short subject buyer for National Theatres, also on the sick list during the week. Cold got him, too.

country . . . H. Russell Emde, RKO
sion manager in Westchester and
Jersey, found himself
other birthday. From

Louis Weber, George Skouras’ attorney,
is back on the job again feeling fit as a
fiddle after several operations within the
past year . . . Dorothy Lamour is now at
the Paramount studios after personal appearances at the Paramount here . . .

ranch where Nate Blumberg’s son spends
his summers. As you read this, Maier is
on his way to Honolulu . . . Freddie
Meyers is taking a lot of kidding about his
golf these days. One of the best lines
bandied about the RKO home office is that

weeks. Maybe when the racing season opens at Saratoga . . . Ben Kalmenson, western sales manager for Warner, is
not on vacation, as reported. He had that
in the form of a cruise. Now he’s barnstorming his territory on 1939-40 con-

a

two-week

vacation

tracts.

When John W. Hicks jr., returned from
England he found his secretary, Edith
Salzberger, honeymooning in Washington
and points south with husband Jack Chatkiss . . . The big question mark in the

ain’t

“ Streets of New York” at the State . . .
Bob Hawkinson of RKO’s foreign department, has taken his family to Miami for
. . . T. J. Brandon,

in the middle of anthat point on it was

many

after Freddie hits the pill it’s closer to him
than when he started to swing . . . Lep
Friedman is having a lot of fun canceling
reservations these days. He makes them
with the hope the pending strike situation
will clear up and then cancels when he
wakes up every morning to get a flash,

Rutgers Neilsen, RKO publicity director,
literally turned back the pages of time the
other night. Always interested in the subject of dancing, Neilsen in 1914 purchased
a book on dancing by the Castles. The
other night he escorted Mrs. Irene Castle
to the Rainbow Room where she autographed the book after a quarter of a
century had elapsed . . . Manny Reiner of
Monogram returns April 12 from Hartford where he has been since April 4
working on the advance campaign of

diviNew

a surprise party at the John J. O'Connors
at New Rochelle with the Fred Meyers, the
Bucky Harrises, the Joe Flynns, the Frank
Wells and Mrs. Donald Tracy among those
present . . . Alan Hale, has arrived from
Chicago where he paused on personal
business . . . Harry M. Warner, quite a
Californian now, is not expected east for

Milton Maier of RKO’s legal staff stopped
over at Cody, Wyo., for a looksee at the

“everything is in status quo.” Which
no justice, says Leopold.

up his
and is

reported GB-Odeon merger, Sir Phillip
Hill, sneaked away on the Normandie and
was just as truculent when he arrived,
certainly no way for a gentleman to act
. . . Herman Wobber, who sails with S. R.
Kent and Hutchinson on the Washington,
is back at his desk and things are hopping
on the sixth floor . . . Irving Brown of the
Warner

home office
partment, has won

advertising art defirst prize in the

World’s Fair Poster and Car Card contest sponsored by the museum of Natural
History and the Hayden Planetarium.
Eddie

Zabel

returned

from

the

coast

over the weekend after attending a meeting of FWC managers in connection with
the 13-week National Theatres showman-

— Photo

"We Always

by

Have

Cosmo-Sileo

Plans —

Or how John W . Hicks jr., vice-president in charge of foreign sales for
Paramount, parried a shipneivs reporter’s question if his company had
any theatre construction ideas in mind
for England. Hicks has his hat off.
That’s to distinguish from the other
two men who are tradepaper reporters
assigned to interview him aboard the
Normandie.

ship campaign now in its first week . . .
Aubrey Schenck and Milt Hossfield are due
back from the field Monday . . . Nicholas M. Schenck is over his cold and back
on the job . . . Dave Bernstein, Bill Phillips and Matty Fox are sporting tans that
match their top coats . . . Mickey Scopp,
brother-in-law to the Moskowitz clan, is
recuperating at home after leaving Harkness Pavillion, at the Medical Center,
where he underwent an operation . . .
Leon

G.

Turrou,

former

G-man

and

au-

thor of “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” will
make personal appearances with the picture in about 20 cities, starting late April.
Louis

Phillips had

nothing

smaller

than

a $5 bill when his shoe-shine man finished
a polishing job, so Irving Cohen had to
cough up the necessary mana . . . Robert
Aisner, independent French producer, got
back from a quick trip to Paris on the
lie de France and shortly will begin production of “Bricks Without Straw” in
Service Studios . . . Walter Reade

Eastern

jr., getting a formal sidewalk introduction
to Walter Branson . . . Jack Partington
journeys to St. Louis, April 10, where he
will spend four days lending his talents to

After the Junket Was
Back

from

the hegira to Dodge

-Photo

Over —
City for the premiere

by

Cosmo-Sileo

of the film of that name

come a couple of travelers. Leon G. Turrou, G-Man-author of “Confessions
of a Nazi Spy,” is on the left. In the middle, and not an infrequent
position for him, is Red Kann. On the right is John Garfield who has just
completed a lead in “Family Reunion”
on a vacation with Mrs. Garfield.
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for Warner

and

now

is in New

York

supervision of that city’s annual police
circus. “It’s bigger than Ringling Bros.”,
beamed Jack. “It’s what?” doubted a
scribbler. “Anyway, it’s as big,” settled
Jack . . . Sam Krellberg has leased his
Belmont for a legit attraction, “The
dishe Bande,” which states it is “The
sational-Daring Musical Revue.”
Joseph

R. Vogel,

(Continued

Tom
on

Connors,

page

YidSen-

Eugene
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Mexican Labor's New Terms
Grave Worry to U.S. Firms
Mexico City — Faced, with stringent revision of the present labor contract by the
National Federation of Motion Picture Employes, American distributors are banding
together in a determined stand to stave
off virtual elimination of profits for most
of the companies.
The present contract expires in August
and indications are new terms will increase
the overhead by as much as 50 per cent,
in addition to placing a prohibitive liability on business in the way of indemnities.
It is claimed the contract will be impossible to accept since control of the employes will be taken over by the Syndicate
which will be in a position to run things.
Pessimism prevails among the distributors here as they contemplate the strong
pro-labor complexion of the government.
Little help can be expected from that
quarter because the Confederation of National Workers plays a very prominent part
in determining the country’s labor policy.
Lurking in the background as a further
threat to the normal activities of the distributors is the possibility of a restriction
against film imports. National producers
have been squawking about the lack of
playing time available but, it is generally
agreed, it is more the fault of the calibre
of the native product.
What the distributors are afraid of is a
strike which will automatically close
branch offices until a settlement is reached. In the last deadlock in 1935, the
companies were forced to pay all Syndicated employes 80 per cent of their back
salaries during the strike period.
Distributors realize their only hope lies
in a firm united stand. Any overt action
on part of the labor union will result in
the suspension of the shipment of films, it
is believed.
Whether distributors will act in harmony is another question since unanimity
of opinion here among the companies has
been conspicuous by its absence.

Warner Making an Effort
For Foothold in Spain

Mexican

Sau Teeth Are Out
Of France's Bill

Developments

New York — Foreign executives here
agree the teeth has been lifted from the
French cinematograph bill as the revised

Worry Majors
New
York — Foreign
are frankly perturbed
developments
varied,

but

are

Mexico.

all agreed

little profit in
manager

in

managers here
over the latest
there

remaining

believes

Opinions
would

there.

if the present

One
terms

adopted at least four of the
panies would have to withdraw.

estimated

the Mexican

approximately

market

$1,500,000

to the

be

comIt is

is worth
majors.

South Wales's Quota
Won't Stop 20th-Fox
New
York — Twentieth Century-Fox
does not contemplate limiting its exports
to Australia because of the 25 per cent
rejection clause enacted by the New South
Wales legislature, says Clarence V. Hake,
managing director for that territory.
Hake is inclined to minimize the dour
predictions made
when
cancellation
privileges were hiked 12 V2 per cent.
As yet, he observes, it has little effect
on sales and the government protects independent exhibitors by curbing the
tendencies of the big circuits to overbuy.
Hake looks for increased national production as a result of the legislation which
provides for the government guarantee of
bank overdrafts made by producers. He
thinks, however, the government will not
rush into it, but will proceed cautiously.
Economic conditions in Australia are
good
swing.

at the present, says Hake, and accordingly theatre grosses are on the up-

This

is his first trip here since he assumed the Australian post a little over a
year ago. He formerly was assistant to
Walter J. Hutchinson, in charge of Japan.
He plans to remain another two weeks.

New York — Warner is jumping right
into line with the other companies in an
effort to gain a foothold in Spain. Rene
Huet, supervisor for Spain, and H.
Michaud, district manager for France, Italy
and Spain, are waiting for visas in Paris

20th-Fox Head in Japan
Arrives on Coast April 30

which will permit them to enter the country and resume business there.

sails

Greenblatt

to Alliance

New
York — Arthur Greenblatt, until
recently GB eastern district manager, now
is assistant to Budd Rogers, vice-president and general manager for Alliance
Films, the American company for B. I. P„
John

Maxwell’s

Form

company

in England.

Vedis Films, Inc.

New
York — Barend Broakman
has
formed the Vedis Films, Inc., for the importation of French and English pictures.
Bernard J. Gottlieb is general manager.

30-D

New

York — Arthur

G. Doyle, 20th

Cen-

tury-Fox’s managing director for Japan,
Friday from Yokohoma for the

United States on the Coolidge. Doyle arrives in Los Angeles, April 30, and proceeds to New York. In view of pending
restrictive legislation, Doyle’s visit is expected to throw some light on the Japanese situation.

" Golden

form

made its appearance
ber of Deputies.

Eliminated

is Article 53 which

states the

length of films shown in each theatre cannot exceed 3,200 meters (10,500 feet), excluding documentary films, newsreels and
animated cartoons. This was the provision
in the bill, as originally proposed, to cut
film programs in France to one feature bill
by limiting the program's meter length.
Still remaining is Article 21 which provides for a tax on post-synchronized films.
Also, the proviso for regulating imports
by decree
ments.

subject

to international

agree-

Argentine Gross Taxes
Increased 5 Per Cent
New York — Distributors in Argentine are
paying an additional five per cent tax on
grosses shipped from that country, as a
result of the government’s ruling, effective
February 16, that the producer’s share is
In 1934, the government
profit.

imposed

a tax

upon

the revenue derived from film operations which was shipped out of the country. The tax was contested and is now
in the courts.
Until now the tax department was willing to compromise and ruled that 50 per

cent of the producer’s share was profit.
This year the government has insisted upon
applying the tax rate against the producer’s share 100 per cent on the theory
the whole amount is royalty from which
no costs can properly be deducted.
The majors have brought the matter to
court. Hopes are expressed that the higher
courts will upset the ruling, or, at least,
permit the companies to charge against the
producer’s share
tive costs.

an allocation

of the nega-

No Canadian Expansion
Plans, Says Hanson
New York — No theatre expansion is
planned in Canada, Oscar Hanson, head
of the Hanson circuit, told Boxoffice while
in town for a general business visit and
to welcome back Paul Nathanson, son of
N. L., from a 42-day cruise on the Nieuw
Amsterdam.
Hanson said he would like to drop a
couple of theatres, but there are no plans
to buying any. As head of Empire Films,
Hanson has not yet set annual convention
dates. He said this would be done as soon
as the

Boy" Lead

in the Cham-

companies whose
tributes are set. There

product he diswill be no GB

New York — Columbia has signed 21year-old William Holden, a newcomer to

product next season, Hanson states, because the company is not producing any

the screen, for the name role in “Golden
Boy.” He is a
discovery of Rouben
Mamoulian, director in charge of the pic-

more. A deal with 20th-Fox a year ago
provides for the major company renting
the Gainsborough studio in England where
eight to 10 are scheduled next season by
Robert T. Kane.

ture. Holden’s brief stage career was
the Pasadena Community Playhouse.

with
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N. Y. Allied Brewing FBI Continues Upstate Probe;
A Film Exhibit Here 70 Complaints Checked Over
New

York — Allied

of New

York

"Spy" Print Heads
For Hitler

is in-

New

York — Avowedly

designed

to se-

cure “facts, figures and affidavits” from
exhibitors who have complained to the
government as a means of supplying the

viting all branches of the industry “from
Hollywood to New York” to participate in
the World’s Fair Motion Picture Exposition, which the local unit is sponsoring

the program of world appeasement,"
Warner proposes shipping a print of

information which the department of justice must offer in its bill of particulars,

at the Hotel Astor here, May 23-24-25.
Purpose of the exposition is to give the

"Confessions
Hitler. Leon

of a Nazi Spy" to Adolf
G. Turrou, G-Man whose

the visit of Seymour
vestigator, to Albany,

industry the opportunity for representation in New York during the Fair. Manufacturers are being solicited to set up displays; studios are being invited to send
stars and interesting production material,

book

basis

Buffalo, Newark and Boston has “virtually cinched the government’s case,” a
reliable source here claims.

all distributors will have an opportunity to display anything pertaining to
their operations.

New

York — As

is the

ported to have
tain a passport
a

stab

says

their

for the

to

film, is re-

made an effort to obso that he could make

at personal

he

"contribution

couldn't

delivery.
get

the

Kreiger

Warner

necessary

out with Fair
of visitors to

the exposition to the Fair grounds. Committees to handle various phases of the
work are being formed by Max A. Cohen,
Allied’s local unit president. There will
be a banquet and a “World’s Fair Night”
during the exposition. The public will be
asked to pay a “registration
the exposition.

fee” to visit

Three committees have been set up by
Cohen. Robert Goldblatt of Tarry town is
chairman of the convention with E. Thornton Kelly, executive secretary, and Mitchell Conery of Ravena, R. P. Merriman of
Syracuse and A1 Francis
ing out the group.

of Buffalo

round-

Sam Shain, Motion Picture Daily, has
been named chairman of the theatrical
committee; Don Mersereau, Film Daily,
head of the public relations committee;
Marvin Kirsch, Radio Daily, in charge of
radio; Jay Emanuel, The Exhibitor ;
Charles E. Lewis, Showmen’s Trade Review, and Terry Ramsaye, Motion Picture
Herald, the exposition committee. Red
Kann,

Boxoffice,
licity committee.

is chairman

of the pub-

H. M. Richey of RKO is chairman of
the reception committee which consists of
Jack

Bellman, Republic; A1 Herman, Universal; Milton Kusell, Paramount; Ed Mc-

Evoy,

RKO; E. K. O’Shea, M-G-M; Edward M. Schnitzer, Warner; Charles Stern,

UA; William Sussman, 20th-Fox; George
W. Weeks, Monogram, and Lou Weinberg,
Columbia.

N . Y. ITOA's Attorney
Studies Trade Draft
New York — Milton C. Weisman, attorney for the New York ITOA, is studying
the arbitration setup advanced under the
trade pact and is expected to report back
to Harry Brandt, president, in a few days.
His analysis will be the subject of a deferred organization meeting Wednesday.
Brandt tells Boxoffice he is primarily
interested in workable arbitration and
that, so far as he is concerned, the rest of
the pact fades into significance. “I say
this because, if we can arbitrate on a fair
basis, it obviously means all disputes can
be cleared through the proper machinery
set up for such
BOXOFFICE
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Albany — Voicing strong resentment over
the present clearance setup, as well as an
alleged print shortage, the combination of
which is held to be imposing drastic hardships, about 24 members of Allied representing about 70 theatres in this area
moved

for immediate study of their problems in an effort to secure relief. The
group met at the Ten Eyck Hotel.

Mitchell Conery, regional vice-president,
appointed committees to investigate both
problems. He ordered reports, which,
when completed, will be forwarded to the
organization’s counsel in New York.
According to some members who

have

looked

into the clearance situation personally, the bulk of pictures do not become available to them until three to four
months after first runs. This is said to
be further aggravated by the scarcity of
prints. In many instances, particularly
in the low bracket films, there have been
found to be but two prints on hand in the
local exchange, which services about 285
accounts in this area, members declared.
A legislative report was made by E.
Thornton Kelly, executive secretary. Kelly
complimented the unit on the manner in
which it has been fighting the Crews’ twomen-in-a-booth bill. Members viewed a
two-reel health subject.
After listening to complaints over clearance, Kelly said the situation was equally
as bad in Buffalo. He ventured the opinion that most pictures could clear the last
subsequent

house in 60 days and that distributors would get their rental revenue
that much faster if clearance schedules
were revised.
The unit’s next meeting
also at the Ten Eyck.

A Sunday
Again

1,

—

Stricken

personally

already

filed complaints

with

the depart-

ment in Washington, Kreiger’s tour was
designed to scan contracts, correspondence
with local exchanges and all types of
documents that bore out the complaints.
In this respect, he is said to have secured
many identical letters from two or more
local exchanges that purport to show there
was discrimination against independent
operators.
In each instance, Kreiger asked for and
was given the assurance that complainants
will appear as witnesses when the government suit comes to trial, according to
this source. He traveled with a specially
prepared clearance map. The territories he
visited reputedly show a greater density
of affiliated theatres than in any one given
area in the country. Kreiger was escorted
throughout New York state by E. Thornton Kelly, executive secretary of Allied of
New York. He was met in Boston by Arthur K. Howard, business manager of Independent Theatre Owners of New England. George Gold, president of Allied of
New
towns.Jersey, took Kreiger

over that state’s

"For Auld Lang Syne"
Ready lor Release
New York — Production of “For Auld
Lang Syne,” with Spencer Tracy, Deanna
Durbin, Lowell Thomas, Robert E. Sherwood and Raymond Massey has been
completed and is now ready for distribution to theatres participating in Will
Rogers National Theatre Week which
starts April 20. Harold Rodner supervised the sequences made on the coast
while A. P. Waxman
supervised scenes
taken in the east.

laws regarding Sunday motion pictures,
sports and other exhibitions, again is up
before the state legislature, this time sponsored by Assemblyman James Owens, Republican. The original measure was sponsored by William Webb,
only theatre manager.

the

legislature’s

The bill by Owens adds a new section
requiring referendums on Sunday shows

Bill

in Albany

Albany
three

Show

is set for May

to have

into “tooth sides” of about 70 exhibitors’ complaints in the towns mentioned. Although operators he visited had

papers.

Seeking Easement of
Clearance; Study On

is estimated

checked

and

Details are being worked
officials for transportation

Kreiger, federal inSyracuse, Rochester,

from

the

calendar

weeks ago following clerical opposition, a bill to amend the general village

after 2 p. m. if 20 per cent of a community’s qualified electors sign a petition to
that effect. Only a majority vote would
be necessary to bring to a community
shows on the sabbath.

WILM’GTON
piRE broke out in the projection booth
of the Warner Bros. Savoy Theatre,
subsequent run downtown house last week
during the afternoon performance and
some 300 persons in the theatre at the
time walked out calmly following an announcement from the stage by Manager
Earle

G. Finney. The machine was damaged and the house closed for three hours

until other prints were rushed from Philadelphia and the equipment put back in
condition. Admissions were refunded the
patrons and many were unaware that the
projectionists were battling the flames after their fire extinguishers became exhausted.

Stanley-Warner

Check

Winners —

All smiles are the check winners in the Fourth Annual Managers’ Parade
conducted by Stanley-Warner theatres in Philadelphia. Seated, from left
to right, are M. Aninsman, first in Flynn’s zone; Al Garfield, grand prize
winner; Ted Schlanger, circuit head; S. Benford, first in Weshner’s zone;
and L. M. Jones, first in Vanni’s zone. In the second row stand A. J.
Vanni, Paul Castello, Harold Seidenberg , Sol Getzow, Abe Werner, A. Binnard. Herb Thatcher, Al Blumberg and Harry Tarrante. The last row, left
to right, includes Lou Davidoff , Jack Flynn, Steve Barutio, Al Reh, Earl
Finney and Nathan Watkins.

Tommy

Fitzgerald has been added temporarily to the art staff of the Grand
Theatre by Manager Wally Harding . . .
A. Joseph DeFiore, Park manager and
president of the defunct Independent
MPTOA of Delaware and the Eastern
Shore, is grooming his three-year-old
“Giras” for the spring meet at Delaware
Park, Stanton. DeFiore has sold his Cecil
County farm and has removed the racehorse to a private stable.
Earle G. Finney,
has been awarded

pLASH! It looks as if there’s going to be
a Mrs. Oscar Neufeld. Oscar says
they’re talking seriously, but haven’t set
a date. The lady: Lovely Kathryn Case,
“Miss Philadelphia of 1937” . . . And Tillie Grisbord, UMPTO
office secretary, becomes Mrs. Max Solomon, May 28 . . .
Joe Wiener is reopening the Nixon-Grand,
which has been closed about a month . . .
Ben Goldfine is giving brother Charley a
hand running things at the Alden . . .
Harmon Taylor has put up a new front
at the Media.

Spring time means theatre building
time. According to reports filtering in.
East Mauch Chunk is going to get a new
theatre; the Schine circuit will build a
new house in Seaford, Del.; a new house
is going up in Frenchtown, N. J. . . . Moe
Sherman, formerly with Grand National,
is temporarily managing the Capitol,
Reading . . . Lou Bolander is now looking
after the Tioga . . . Leonard Hetelson,
Colonial, had friends over for a housewarming. . . Ben Biben, National Theatre, downed by the grippe . . . Howard
Smith, 20 th-Fox, off to Scranton on business.
Lee Kline, Orpheum, is still jittery after
that streamlined holdup that netted $700
of the theatre’s receipts. The two armed
men not only took the money, but locked
Kline, Ann Perrine, the cashier; and Joseph Lichstein, Henry Schmidt and William Buckley, ushers, into a storage room
. . . Sol Hankin, formerly with Warner
Bros., is now at the Paramount Hotel,
New York, looking over some new prospects . . . The Variety Club had the biggest Sunday night crowd in years at the
screening of “The Castles” . . . Joe Lewis,
comedian appearing at the Fays, was
honored by Variety Clubbers on “Joe
Lewis Night.” Powers Gouraud was M. C.

William McAvoy,

30-F

theatre electrical man,

is in St. Louis working on a large civic
lighting project . . . Vine Streeters are going in for handball to take off those extra
ounces. They plan to start a league at the
Broadwood . . . Lester Krieger, back from
a quick vacation in Hot Springs . . . Clara
Krafstow, Paramount, went off on a
Southern cruise . . . This is Republic
month in birthdays. Frank Hamerman,
salesman, and Catherine Lawson, secretary, had their’s on the fifth; Joe Lewis,
salesman, will celebrate his on the 11 th,
and Edna Grotstein, cashier, marks her’s
on the 13 th . . . Mollie Ellman, Monogram
girl, gets her presents on the 15 th, and
Sam Rosen, Monogram manager, on the
16th.
Ludwig S. Hartmann, who used to be an
exhibitor in Dusseldorf, Germany, before
the Nazis started to cut up, is now selling
oil heating and air conditioning to theatres here . . . Charles Hurley, former
Washington shipper for Clark Films, has
left to join Preferred Pictures staff there.
His post was taken over by Tom Rayfield,
formerly of Paramount. Dave Rosen spent
a week in Washington showing Rayfield
the ropes.

The Sablosky project at Vernon Rd. and
Sprague St. is having trouble from residents who protested before the Zoning
Board against a theatre in the neighborhod. . . Milt Young, Warner Bros., put
an ad in the paper for “50 blondes” willing
to take a ride around town in a promotion
bus, in exchange for free tickets to see
“Blondie Meets the Boss.” But the newspapers spoiled the stunt by putting the
ad under “Personals” instead of “Help
Wanted” . . . Horlacher finished second in
the Transportation Bowling League. Members of the League will gather for a banquet in Philadelphia, April 15.
Harold Hendee, RKO
addressed the motion

research director,
picture forum on

manager of the Savoy,
the $50 district prize

of the Fourth Annual Managers’ Parade,
a better business contest of Warners . . .
Manager Ben Shindler of the Ace Theatre and the wife have returned from their
southern vacation which took them to
Florida, the Mardi
ern ports.

Gras

and

other

south-

“Authenticating the Movies” . . . Five WB
managers won prizes for their campaigns
on “Four Daughters.” They are Ray
Meyer, Joe Dougherty, Bill Yearsley, Al
Blumberg and Marty Goldberg . . . The
Goldman chain may be enlarged with a
new house in Chestnut Hill . . . Horace
Wright, RKO, has gone off to Atlanta,
Ga. . . . Atlantic circuit houses are going
in for a general face-lifting. Dave
witz is the architect.

Supo-

Stanley-Warner managers of the nearby area are coming into town for confabs
on the “state of the nation” with Ted
Schlanger. In last week were the managers
in the district supervised by Ed Moore, Al
Plough and Jack Mulhall . . . Lester Stallman, Astor, Reading, is ill at home . . .
Lou Black, Warner, Wilmington, surrendered his adenoids to a local surgeon
. . . Charles Stiefel wil take back the
Susquehanna from the Affiliated circuit
when the lease expires this summer.
Henry

Friedman

reports

the

kids

are

going

strong for the request number performances on the Lansdowne’s organ . . .
“Spain in Arms,” picture presenting the
rebel side of the Spanish war, closed after
a meagre six days at the Erlanger . . .
Vaudeville will move from the Fox to the
Earle temporarily this summer, according
to unofficial reports from Stanley-Warner
circles . . . Charles Bierbauder, Colonial,
Allentown, plugged the new Wallace Beery
picture by posting signs all around town
saying — “Walk
— Sergeant

Carefully — Drive

Carefully

Madden.”
BOXOFFICE
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IL B
came down to Film£)AVE ROSENBAUM
row from Elizabethtown in the Adirondack Mountains. He operates the Capitol
in that popular summer resort town . . .
Others from the North visiting the Alley
were Vivian Sweet of the Star in Salem,
Johnny Milligan of the Broadway in
Schuylerville (Milligan recently returned
from a vacation in Miami), Ollie Mallory
of the Starr in Corinth, Frank Williams,
booker for the Benton circuit of Saratoga
and

other points. Mohawk Valley exhibitors included Charles Gordon of the Olympic in Utica; Morris Slotnik, Utica resident and operator of the Strand in Waterville, and the Star in Oriskany Falls; Harold Tyler of the Delphai in Chittenango;
Morris Schulman of Clarks Mills; Morris
Silverman

and Johnny
nectady. Percy Quigley
one of the Hudson River
Ditto Henry Frieder and
operating three theatres

Gardner, of Scheof Coxsackie was
valley contingent.
Henry Grossman,
in Hudson.

Dan Houlihan, 20 th Century-Fox hooker,
accompanied Branch Manager Moe Grassgreen and Salesmen Benny Dare and Dan
Remer to the company’s Chicago sales
convention . . . Betty O’ Hare, assistant
hooker, who had been hospitalized for an
operation, returned to her desk and took
over for Houlihan . . . Charley Smakwitz,
assistant zone manager for Warner Bros.
Theatres, back from Miami, so bronzed
that a local columnist squibbed he had
the coloring of a beachcomber. Typer added that was no plug for Charles Laughton’s latest film, Smakwitz being with
Warner and “The Beachcomber” being
English-made. Smakwitz did not come
home while picture was on the screen at
Fabian’s

Palace.

Edgar S. Van Olinda, whose name appears on picture reviews in the Times
Union, returned to work after being in the
hospital for a throat operation. Van is
one of Albany’s best known singers; also
a music impresario . . . Jean Downs of
Grand National has a voice with a smile.
She is a sister of Eileen, secretary to Lou
Golding, Fabian division manager, and
also pleasant of voice . . . Jim Evans,
Paramount shipper, is driving a new car
. . . Phil Straus, Pine Plains operator,
has opened a dine and dance inn in Amenia called the Brookside . . . Howard Secor,
Warner shipper, is president of the local
exchange union.
Bill Murray, Grand National office manager and booker, met the 20th CenturyFox convention special from New York, to
have a
brief chat with his brother,
Norbert, booker in 20th’s Boston office . . .
Jimmy Spadaro of the Shadowland in
Ellenville is well again . . . Joseph Engel
arrived in Albany Monday to assume
charge of the Universal exchange. He
succeeded A. Gerald Leary, who has been
in poor health recently and will take a
rest . . . Bill Kennedy of the Lyric in
Rouses Point has returned from a vacation in West Palm Beach, Fla. . . . Two
new rest rooms have been installed by
Mrs. Inez Ferguson in her theatre at
Copake . . . Lafayette ILase ) Quinlan,
Chateaugay exhibitor, has recovered from
an illness . . . Doris Andrews of MetroBOXOFFICE
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A

N

politan

in Boston is making steady recuperation in bracing air of the Adirondack Mountains.

The

drop

in prices paid

milk

producers

is reported on Filmrow to be another reason for poor business in dairy sections of
northeastern New York. Farmers say they
are now receiving less than cost. Iron
mines at Mineville and Lyon Mountain
are also operating part time . . . One
cheerful bit of news is that Republic plans
to spend several million dollars on a new
smelter and breaker at Port Henry. This
would furnish employment to many in
construction work as well as in mining.
Indicates a brighter future
try in upstate New York.

for the indus-

Albany and Schenectady will get the
heaviest picture exploitation in many
moons when Cecil B. DeMille arrives on
Union Pacific’s streamlined train, with
four ancient UP coaches on the rear end,
to plug Paramount’s film of same name.
The train, the first turbine generator
driven type developed by General Electric
Co., will be in Albany May 3-4-5, and in
Schenectady, the GE city. May 6. “Union
Pacific” opens at the Palace, Albany, May
5, several days later at Proctor’s in Schenectady. DeMille is the biggest Hollywood
■name booked for a personal appearance
here during the past year. Of special interest to exhibitors in this district is the
fact Richard Kennedy, son of Bill Kennedy, Rouses Point theatre owner, worked
on turbine system train of the UP for
General Electric in Schenectady . Kennedy
is an electrical engineer.
Bernard

Mills,

Republic

branch

boss,

visited Schine circuit headquarters in Gloversville. A mecca for all exchange managers . . . Late Saturday night shows are
being emphasized by area theatres . . .
For instance, the Palace, Albany and
Proctor’s, Troy, Fabian houses, captioned
Saturday’s copy, “Late Show Tonite. Last
Feature 10:29.” Late Saturday shows are
being played up elsewhere, too . . . Exhibitors complained that Lent was a contributing factor to poor business, although
many film men declare Lent does not dent
the boxoffice as of yore, especially if good
pictures are programmed. It said that
Troy is the city to feel the Lenten pinch

Incorporations
NEW

YORK

Concord Films, Inc., New
York.
Purpose: Motion picture and theatrical enterprises. Capital:
100 shares, no par value. Incorporators: Martin
J. Lewis, Hans Rosenwald, S. S. Neuberger, 154-56
W.
55th St. Attorneys: Neidle &
Taylor, 522
Fifth Ave.
No
York.

Percentage Pictures Theatre Corp., New
Purpose: Motion picture and theatrical business. Capital: 100 shares, no par value.
Incorporators: Murray Ginsberg, Beacon; Harold J.
Klein, Ellen Bozonelis, 276 W. 43rd St. Attorney:
Monroe E. Stein, 276 W. 43rd St.
Vedis Films, Inc., New
York.
Purpose: Motion
picture films, etc. Capital: $10,000, $100 par value.
Incorporators: Bernard J. Gottlieb, Barend Broakman, Hotel New Weston; Janet S. Wolf, 3 Silver
Birch Drive, New
Rochelle. Attorneys: Kurz &
Kurz, 112 E. 42nd St.
Austro- American Pictures Corp., New
York, has
effected a
change of name
to New
York Maid
Glove Co.. Inc. A certificate of change was filed
with the secretary of state by Attorney A. Townsend Kaplan, 66 Fifth Ave.

most, because its population is 85 to 90
per cent Catholic. Some theatres of the
area close on Good Friday.
Filmrow was sorry to learn that the
mother of Tom H. Bailey, popular district
manager for 20 th Century-Fox, had died
in Oklahoma City . . . Bailey and Bill
Sussman, eastern division manager, were
recent callers on M. A. Grassgreen and
staff of the local exchange

. . . Francis

P.

O'Hare,
in

brother of Elizabeth O’Hare, assistant booker for 20 th Century-Fox, died
the Troy Hospital, Troy, while Miss

O’Hare was in a local hospital recovering
from an operation. A wife and three
brothers also survive.
Matt Beier, home office representative
of United Artists, was in Albany last week
for the purpose of contacting exhibitor
accounts . . . Manager Bob Rosenthal is
getting out a breezy one sheeter, “Ritz
Talk” for the Warner house . . . Joe Weinstein, Warner theatre zone assistant
booker, was in his old haunts on Filmrow
recently. Exchange attaches thought he
had not been up since the WB theatre
organization moved last September into
downtown quarters at 79 North Pearl
Street.
Morris Slotnick, of the Strand in
Waterville, and the Star in Oriskany Falls,
has returned from a hospital in Syracuse
. . . F. W. Mausert of the State, Glens
Falls, on

a

visit to New

York

City. Inci-

dentally, one of Mausert’s hobbies is woodworking, done in a specially equipped
cellar.
Miss

Beatrice

E. Sullivan,

for sometime

operator of the San Souci, now the Family, Watervliet, and still owner of the
property, died at her home in Watervliet
after a brief illness. A sister survives. The
theatre had been leased from Miss Sullivan for seven or eight years. Sam Milberg now conducts it . . . Alan Sirrine of
the Empire in Port Henry and the Rialto
in Mineville, entered the hospital in
Plattsburgh for a minor operation . . .
Rossi Brothers will keep the Strand,
Schroon Lake, dark until May 1. Means
a month’s
been the

closing. They are said to have
first operators to attempt all

winter operation in the Adriondack
tain town. It is a popular summer

Mounresort.

Mrs. E. Woldenberg has taken over the
Clinton in Clinton and will open it Easter
Sunday, according to Filmrow reports.
Morris Schulman closed the house, located
at the seat of Hamilton College, two
months ago. Mrs. Woldenberg formerly
operated a theatre in Morrisville.
Although

the Legion

of Decency

is said

to have removed “Yes, My Darling Daughter” from the Class C list after Warner
Bros, had changed it to meet the approval
of the board of regents of New York State,
the name of the film, with “revised version” in parenthesis, is among those
“condemned” in the latest issue of the
Evangelist, Albany Catholic weekly . . . C.
R. Rosenberry, Knickerbocker News critic,
handed “Let Us Live” such a strong notice
that Fabian’s Grand used a quotation
from it in advertising the Columbia film.
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Haupt
(Continued from page 30-C)
Picker, E. M. Saunders and Marvin
Schenck banded together for an en masse
assault

on 729, where a hand-driven projector took care of some temporary screening wants . . . Sam Rinzler, making one
of his infrequent luncheon appearances at
Lindy’s, made a twosome with Abe Montague. . . Nearby a chubby group of Al
Margolies, Manny
Silverstone, Monroe
Greenthal and clam soup . . . Over the
partition to Leonard Saatz of Century,
Arche Mayers, Ed Barison and Eddie Stern
. . . Dave Brill, Eddie Cohen, who has left
20 th Century-Fox’s story department, and
Irvin Shapiro . . . Arthur Greenblatt and
Budd Rogers went it alone . . . Norman
Elson of the Globe entertaining a Mr.
London from Boston.
Charles Leonard, formerly with UA on
the coast, is due any day from the west.
He’s looking for a new connection . . .
George W. Trendle was in town from Detroit the latter part of the week . . . Barney and Mrs. Balaban caught the midnight show of “Midnight” at the Paramount last Wednesday. And while on
Balaban, did you know he is a southpaw?
. . . Ann Levy, secretary to Bob Wolff,
who recently returned from the keys,
left over the weekend for a vacation in
Miami. According to Frank Dacey, Miss
Levy is the best secretary in the world
. . . Emil and Jack Ellis spent the Easter
weekend in Atlantic City. And by the by,
Emil’s family is sojourning in
which makes two bachelors for the
in the Ellis household . . . Ben
independent distributor recently

Miami,
nonce
Judell,
turned

producer, is understood selling out his interest in a number of midwest exchanges
to his partner.
Betty Goldsmith, secretary to
Mulvey, is aboard the Queen Mary

James
bound

for England and a holiday . . . G. L. Carrington, vice-president and general manager of Altec, is back from a short foray
into

the

south.

F. C. Gilbert,

the

com-

pany’s chief engineer, has returned from
the middle west . . . Howard Dietz’s short
Bermuda holiday has ended . . . Johnny
O’Connor, Freddie Meyers, Maxie Fellerman and Roy Haines glimpsed at Moore’s
at the luncheon hour . . . Harry Brandt
arid Major Leslie E. Thompson at another
table . . . “Spud” Goldstein, Innkeeper
Bob’s brother, hopes to stay on here
permanently . . . Charlie Einfeld sings
the “Happy Birthday
the lusty manner.

to You”

number

in

Strives Again

to

Get 'Ecstasy' Permit
Albany — Jack Haupt, president of Eureka Productions, is making another effort
to have the censor board issue a license for
“Ecstasy,” the Hedy Lamarr film made
abroad and banned in this state. Haupt
says many of the objectionable sequences
have been eliminated and it is his contention he will make as many more as are

REVIEW

SIDE

OF

for this slap-happy
Crosby

romantic

in top

honors

(Univ)— The

will form
form

with

a

right

comedy,

with

and

sharing

10-month-old

York — Frank Weatherford, of the
Theatre of the Interstate circuit,

Ft. Worth, Texas, and Ray Bell, Loew’s,
Washington, D. C., are the winners in
M-G-M’s “Marie Antoinette” exploitation
contest. The prize is an all-expense round
trip to Paris with the two theatre men
sailing on the Normandie, May 3.

to Paramount

Hollywood — “Maluk,” a story by Corey
Ford and Alastair MacBain, has been purchased by Paramount.

30-H

sensa-

tion named "Sandy/' Picture boasts several tuneful crooning interludes, all of
which

spell

Polesie,
directed.

FAMILY

handsome

associate

NEXT

returns.

producer;

DOOR,

THE

probably

win

Max Golden
rected.

FRONTIER

average

Butler

(Univ)— Another

reception,

produced;

PONY

Joseph

EXPRESS

however.

Santley

(Rep)— No

di-

spar-

ing of the gunpowder here and the result
is a
fast-moving western. Roy Rogers
climbs another notch to his place as one
of the

top

cowboy

singing

stars.

Action

is plentiful, revolving about a pony express rider who figures in the plans of a
Confederate senator. Joe Kane produced
and directed.

new picture, “ Colonial National
Parks,” which covers scenes in
burg, Yorktown and Jamestown
Simmons, usher at the Byrd for
of years, has secured a position

Historical
Williams. . . John
a number
with the

state library . . . Eddie Weaver, Loew’s
organist, has taken up table tennis . . .
Harley Davidson, Paramount salesman,
was in town last week telling about his
tonsil operation.
The Petersburg Rotary Club presented
its fifteenth annual show at the Century
. . . Benjamin T. Pitts, Virginia theatre
circuit owner, has been appointed
dent of the Skyline Battlefield Park

FROM
KENTUCKY,
THE (Para)— Engrossing and entertaining race track yarn

of thoroughbreds — human
and
equine —
which can be played across the board
with every assurance of long-odds
at the boxoffice. George Raft

payoff
shows

presiTours

Ass’n. . . . Joseph Mullen sr., father of
the manager of the Bellevue, had a narrow escape in a train wreck down in Mexico ... D. D. Query is building a new
theatre in Abingdon . . . Noonday Lenten
services are being held in the Paramount
Theatre, Newport News . . . W. S. Snidow,
manager of the Palace in Christiansburg,
recently was elected mayor . . . Edith
Lindeman, film editor, Times Dispatch, is
flu.
back on the job after being out with the

Dorothy Shewbridge and Ann Donati,
members of the home office staff, Neighborhood Theatres, were given surprise
birthday parties recently . . . Joe Mullen,
manager

LADY'S

. . . The State Conservation Commission has started the distribution of its

Herbert

David

in the seemingly endless parade of “Family" pictures, this relates the adventures of
the screwball Pierce clan, but doesn't
quite measure up in laughs or story content to other more established series. Will

of

the

Bellevue,

had

an

eye-

attracting lobby display for “The Dawn
Patrol” consisting of a miniature airport
and planes . . . Al Nowitsky gave a sneak
prevue of “St. Louis Blues” at the Colonial
. . . Cashiers have been warned to be on
lookout

for counterfeit

five-dollar

bills.

flashes of his old form in the top cast position with creditable support by Ellen Drew

STREETS

"Maluk"

the

produced;

Bell Win

" Antoinette " Contest
New
Worth

box-

to the

and a capable cast. Jeff Lazarus
Alexander Hall directed.

Weatherford,

Joe Arcaro and Frank Storino, owners
of the Lincoln Theatre in South Richmond,
have signed contracts with local 370A for
operators

HEAVEN

office line probably

acting

operator at Loew’s, is building a home out
on Grove Avenue Crest . . . The Big Sister
Society of Richmond recently gave two

Carrier Contracting Corp. to deal in airconditioning systems in Virginia.

FLASHES
Bing

Patrick Henry, is now maintenance engineer for both houses . . . George Crozier,

benefit showings of “Mayerling” at the
Capitol . . . The State Corp. Commission
has issued a certificate of authority to the

requested.

EAST

JHOMAS
PITTS is now managing the
East End and Patrick Henry theatres.
L. M. Carter, who formerly managed the

OF NEW
YORK
(Mono)— As dramatic entertainment, this is heavily laden

with appeal for the juvenile
dubious attraction for adult

trade, but a
consumption.

It's a tale of a lad of the slums who sets
up Abe Lincoln as his ideal and strives to
become a lawyer in the face of numerous
obstacles. Jackie Cooper, moppet Martin
Spellman
of weak

give

credible

script. William

portrals
Nigh

in

spite

directed.

Union Picketing Restraint
Decision Is Awaited
Wilmington, Del. — Chancellor W. W.
Harrington reserved decision on the petition of the Rialto Theatre Co. for a temporary injunction, pending final hearing,
to restrain picketing and any
ference by Local 473, IATSE,
Rialto Theatre.

other interat the New

The defendants are Projectionists Local
473 and officers and members of the local
union

COMPLETE

REVIEWS

pictures will appear
of BOXOFFICE.

on the above

in an early issue

including four projectionists employed at the theatre up to February 7.
The projectionists walked out charging the
management
with refusing to negotiate a
ing.
new

contract.

The

union

BOXOFFICE

has been

::

April

picket-
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(Hollywood Office — Suite 219 at 6404 Hollywood Blvd.; Ivan Spear, Western Manager)

SERIAL SECTOR SHARES IN RAPID PRODDCTION
PACE SET BY FEATURES AND SHORT SUBJECTS
Quota of 12 Is Two-Thirds
Complete; Three Are
Chief Producers
By
While

IVAN

occupying

a

small

made by its lustier comrades — features and short subjects. The quota of

cliffhangers for the 1938-39 season is, to
date, two-thirds completed, with four
months of shooting time remaining to
clean up the balance before the new season is officially underway.
The burden of serial production has
been shouldered by Universal, Republic
and Columbia, each of which announced
plans to produce four chapter-plays during
the year. Of this total of 12, eight are
finished and another one is in production,
while two more are scheduled to start
within the month.
In the most advantageous position is
Universal. Its quota for 1938-39 has been
completed for more than two months and,
of the four it has announced it will make
for 1939-40 distribution, one is already in
the cutting rooms. Those made for the
current season include “Buck Rogers,”
with Larry Crabbe; “Scouts to the Rescue,” starring Jackie Cooper; “Red
Barry” and “Flaming Frontiers,” the latter featuring Johnny Mack Brown. For
next year’s slate, “The Oregon Trail” is
being edited; “The Shadow Creeps” is to
be gunned this month with Bela Lugosi
starred; while the balance will comprise
“Conquering the Universe” and “Perils of
Haunted Island.” Henry MacRae is the
producer.
Columbia has completed three of its
four — “Mandrake, the Magician,” with
Warren Hull; “The Spider’s Web,” also
with Hull; and “Flying G-Men,” featuring
Robert Page. Slated to get underway
shortly as the remaining vehicle is “Overland With Kit Carson.” Jack Fier is the
associate producer, working in the Irving
Briskin unit. Although no official announcement has been forthcoming yet
BOXOFFICE

Take a Court Beating

SPEAR
comparatively

segment of Hollywood’s production front,
activity in the serial-making field has apparently kept well apace with the progress
being

Ousted IA Studio Officials

:: April 8, 1939

Ousted officers of Local 37, International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes, were soundly beaten in their Superior Court encounter with the international officers when Judge Emmet Wilson
sustained the demurrer of the IA officers
against
control

the ousted group’s complaint that
of the local had been unlawfully

usurped; overruled the Hollywood officers’
demurrer to the international’s temporary
order restraining the local faction from
interfering with operations of the union;
and

converted the international’s temporary restraining order into a temporary
injunction. The local faction was granted
ten days to file an amended complaint,
with the international granted complete
control
time.

of the union’s
Guilds

Previously,

the

activities until that

Are

representatives

of six Hollywood unions — painters, plasterers, machinists, utility workers, electricians and carpenters attended a mass
meeting sponsored by the painters and
pledged support to the local IA officials,
on the “outs” since the international,
after an investigation, took over operation of Local 37 and suspended its directorate. Support of other unions was
pledged despite notification from their
international executives not to participate
in the meeting.

concerning

plans

for

serial

Washington
Wagner
The
away

production

during 1939-40, studio attaches expressed
the opinion that the four-picture schedule would be adhered to, in all probability.
Details as to titles and cast are not available.
Admittedly a little behind schedule for
1938-39, Republic has completed but one
of its announced four, and has just started production of the second, “Daredevils
of the Red Circle,” featuring Charles
Quigley and Herman Brix. Initialer was

to appear before the Congressional committee investigating the

Act.
Screen Directors Guild and the producers were expected to meet to smooth

the last details of a working agreement, which is nearing the signature

stage.

Active

business

With
peace possibilities appearing
strong, negotiations between the Screen
Writers Guild and producers were resumed when the SWG executive board so
voted. Previously negotiations had hit a
snag when the opposing factions could not
compromise on certain points involved in
the tentative bargaining agreement and
the case was to have reverted to the national labor relations board. At the same
time the SWG sent Ralph Block back to

The

pact

already

has

been

ap-

proved by the producers’ association.
The Screen Actors Guild is devoting its
energies to the coming election of Class B
council members, for which 60 candidates
have been nominated to fill 17 vacancies.
Election

went

will be held April 16. A bill permitting the SAG to arbitrate disputes between agents and their Thespic clients

to the

state senate with a recommendation from the capital-labor committee that it be passed. Passage of the
measure will, it is expected, assure the
signing of the SAG-Artists
Guild licensing agreement.

Managers

“The Lone Ranger Rides Again,” with
Robert Livingstone in the title role. Yet
to be made are “Zorro’s Fighting Legion,”
uncast, and “Dick Tracy’s G-Men,” with
Ralph Byrd, this to start this month. Republic’s chapter-plays are produced by
Robert Beche, with William Witney and
Jack

English

as

co-director.

The

com-

pany will pursue its four-serials-annually
policy during the coming year, but plans
for the 1939-40 output have not been
broadcast.

H
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Intensive

Campaign

By Hollywood
spur,

Hollywood’s progressive organizations have temporarily abandoned their
routine of local activities, meetings and
lectures in a determined effort to obtain
quick government action in passing the
Thomas amendment to the U. S. neutrality act.
American

Committee

for

Peace

Through Democracy is taking the initiative in a three-week campaign by which
it hopes to persuade scores of thousands
of citizens in this territory to write to
their Congressmen, urging that the
Thomas amendment be adopted. In this
work it is being aided by the Hollywood
Anti-Nazi

League,

which

devoted

Goldwyn Silent
On UA Suit

Progressives

With white-hot headlines of significant
international developments acting as their

The

Underway

an entire

issue of “Now,” its weekly publication, to
explaining the measure and its significance; the Motion Picture Artists Committee; and kindred groups. Among prominent motion picture personages who,
identified with the American Committee
for Peace Through Democracy, are active in the drive are Cedric Belfrage,

Samuel
policy

Whitney Bourne, Melvyn Douglas, Philip
Dunne, Ira Gershwin, Arthur Kober,
Francis Lederer, Edwin Justus Mayer, Irving Pichel, Luise Rainer, Gale Sondergaard and Arthur Sheekman.
Sole sideline activity of liberal groups
was another in the series of lectures staged by the Associated Film Audiences,
which found Director Frank Tuttle returning, in answer to popular demand, to
“film”

a

dummy

production

scene.

Still

remaining to be delivered in the AFA’s
eight-lecture lineup are talks by Producer
Walter Wanger, Scenarist Viola Brothers
Shore and other leading industry names.
With

Walter Wanger as master of ceremonies and Eddie Cantor as toastmaster,
some 400 Hollywood liberals attended a
dinner meeting at which Thomas Mann,
exiled German
novelist, spoke. The
gathering was sponsored jointly by the
Opportunity Group and the European
Film Group, its objective to aid European
refugees. Committee members included
Ernst

Lubitsch, Mrs. Louis B. Mayer,
liam Dieterle and Mrs. Sol Lesser.

Wil-

Plays .... Possibilities

York

Goldwyn

has

adopted

a

of silence and will offer no rebuttal to a statement made in New
by Charles Schwartz, United Artists attorney, that any attempt by

Goldwyn to pull away from UA before
his distribution contract expires will be
bitterly fought.
Spokesmen for the UA producer here
declare Goldwyn,
who
filed suit
against the corporation in New
York
some weeks ago seeking to have his
contract voided, will take no part in a
"battle of words" before legal machinery is set in motion to try the case.

Six One-Reelers Will
Present Biographies
A

series of six one-reel

short

subjects

under the general title “Fools Who Made
History” will be a part of Columbia’s tentatively-announced 52-picture shorts program for 1939-40, to be produced by Hugh
McCollum and written and directed by
Jan Lemon. Each film will depict the
struggles of some famous inventor or benefactor of civilization who during his lifetime was considered a fool for pursuing
his studies.
Only title so far announced is “Dr. Morton, Discoverer of Anesthesia.” Lemon is
in
May. on the script for a production start
working

Number 75. “The Philadelphia Story”
is by Philip Barry in three acts and is a

it shows Miss Hepburn to great advantage and affords an affable and often

comedy. Robert B. Sinclair staged; scenery and lighting are by Robert Edmond

amusing

" Dodge City " Hangs
Record Sign Early

its own weight. The first half of its second act comes very closely to falling apart.

New York — Riding high on the wave of
advance ballyhoo that has broken since its

J. M. B., Post — ... so pleasant at times,
but so unimportant throughout which can
boast as its truest and most commanding
virtue the fact that it brings Katharine
Hepburn triumphantly back to our stage
with all her miraculous beauty and vivid
fascination . . . She is a play in herself
and one that is urgently worth seeing.

western premiere, “Dodge City” hung up
new records in five pre-release engagements in New England. These are the

Jones

and production by a committee composed of Theresa Helburn and Lawrence
Lagner. The Theatre Guild produced at
the Shubert March 28 with a cast including Katharine Hepburn, Vera Allen, Frank
Fenton, Shirley Booth, Lenore Lonergan,
Forrest
ics:

Orr

and

Nicholas

Joy.

The

crit-

Walter Winchell, Daily Mirror — The new
hit marks the first success this year for
the sponsoring Theatre Guild . . . and
the first stage click locally for the star
since the lamentable “The Lake” in which
she was drowned . . . most amusing in its
opening and final scenes, with only the
first episode of the middle act sagging
. . . delightfully amusing and refreshing
show, blessed, too, with an exceptionally
good troupe of entertainers beside the
electric Hepburn.
Ik. M„ Daily News (three stars) — . . .
Mr. Barry has fitted her (Miss Hepburn)
about as perfectly as she can be fitted in
this story of a “virgin goddess” of the
Philadelphia suburbs, out where the Drexels and the Biddles live . . . it was a nice,
honest, competent performance.
R.

W. jr., Herald-Tribune — Miss Hepburn. . . has a good role and proves that
she is an entrancing comedienne ... a
lively and entertaining play, written with
all of Mr. Barry’s graceful wit, and it becomes one of the good shows of the season.

•

J. A., Journal- American —

. . . though

the play is not at his (Barry’s)
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best level,

evening, urbane and mildly humorous ... If it were not for Miss Hepburn, I fear the play could hardly support

R. L., Smi — Alert and suave is his comedy, and touched a little with tenderness, and Miss Katharine Hepburn gives
a brightly winning performance. Both
Mr. Barry and Miss Hepburn seem to be
back where they belong which is fine for
everyone.
B. A. Times — ... a gay and sagacious
comedy . . . Certainly Mr. Barry has written Miss Hepburn’s ideal part. It has
whisked away the monotony and reserve
that have kept her acting in the past within a very small compass.
S. B. W., World-Telegram —
. . . has
provided Katharine Hepburn with her
most charming vehicle of recent years . . .
The dialogue is as smart as Mr. Barry
knows how to make it, which means that
it is rapid, sparkling and rich in wit . . .
The play, is, however. Miss Hepburn’s.
It gives her the opportunity to display her
undeniable intelligence, and she accepts it
confidently,
fully.

enthusiastically

and

grace-

Out

first boxoffice tests to tip off the anticipated 600 bookings that will swamp the
country during the first two weeks of the
national release date.
Record-breaking business is reported by
the home office at the Roger Sherman,
New Haven; Strand, Hartford; Warner,
Bridgeport; Warner, Worcester, and
Capitol,

Springfield.

Shauer

Will Do Six

In Spanish lor UA
Making a bid for the Latin-American
market and at the same time still further
augmenting its 1939-40 production lineup,
United Artists has ticketed Mel Shauer
to produce a series of six Spanish language features for the new season. The
deal was made by Murray Silverstone,
chairman of the UA board, just before his
return to New York.
Rosita
Shauer

Moreno

will be

starred

in the

pictures.

McGann

on "Hit and

Run"

William McGann will direct “Hit and
Run,” the baseball story which Warner
is slating for June production.
BOXOFFICE
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OMEWHERE
among Metro’s masterminds is one on which a slight examination is indicated. Such psychopathic attention might result in casting
Jeanette MacDonald, indisputably one of

starring role in “Broadway
selected for her.

Leo’s best boxoffice bets, in pictures
worthy of her talents, an undertaking in
which the studio missed by a wide mile in

of Hollywood’s darlings have been enjoying themselves pawing through and attempting to identify portions of the mass
of jewelry and other valuables recovered
following the arrest of Ralph Graham,
Bel-Air’s phantom burglar, who specialized
in looting the homes of film biggies. Perhaps if some of them look hard enough,
they may find their lost boxoffice appeal.

12 “All-American

Favorites” named

Barometer

as

the

by the

result

of

comprehensive, nation-wide polls among
motion picture editors on newspapers, independent exhibitors and the National
Screen Council — comprising other motion
picture editors, civic organization leaders
representing the General Federation of
Women’s Clubs, International Catholic
Alumnae, various Better Film Leagues and
other organizations.
Nor is Miss MacDonald’s position
weakened through an impersonal dollarsand-cents analysis of the business enjoyed by her starring pictures. According
to Boxoffice Records for 1938, which
computed the money-making abilities of
screen stars during the 1937-38 season,
the Metro singing star placed among the
26 players who scored ratings of 115 per
cent or more — the valuation being based
upon reports of business done by two of
her films, “The Firefly” and “The Girl of
the Golden West.”
Further, during her screen career Miss
MacDonald has been the recipient of no
less than five Boxoffice Blue Ribbon
Awards for her Thespic contributions to
pictures which the National Screen Council deemed the best released during specific periods. Thus she has been awarded
plaques for her work

in “Naughty

Mari-

etta,” “San Francisco,” “Maytime,” “The
Firefly,” and, this year, “Sweethearts.”
If further evidence of her appeal is
needed, it is being furnished by reports
of the reception Miss MacDonald is being
accorded on her current — and, incidentally, her first — American concert tour, on
which she is traveling through the south
and midwest. The following are typical:
Seating capacity of the auditorium in
Selma, Ala., was completely inadequate to
cope with the thousands who came from a
radius of 200 miles to attend the concert.
Fans from 67 different cities and four
states flocked to Columbus, Ga., and state
troopers were called to handle highway
traffic. The largest auditorium in town
was sold out and more than a thousand
fans who had requested tickets were
turned away.
State troopers had to be called to the
vicinity of Stillwater, Kas., where highways and thoroughfares were congested
with people coming to attend her recital.
All remaining concerts on the MacDonald tour are sold out, although offers of as
high as $100 per seat have been made.
Miss MacDonald, the exhibitors who buy
her pictures and the fans who pay to see
them are all deserving of more judicious
casting than was displayed when the

Travels
A survey of the preview situation during
the week might be titled “The Sandwich
Snatchers Go Traveling.” Only four features were unrolled for the critical reaction of those who did not accompany
the long, moist Warner Bros, trek to Dodge
City, where that company’s super-western
of the same name made its impressive
debut.
Of this quartette, 20th Century-Fox’s
“The Story of Alexander Graham Bell” —
unfurled at the Golden Gate Exposition
in San Francisco as the piece de resistance of another junket of no small proportions— was easily the best by a wide margin. Cunningly constructed to enhance
the studio’s picture-making prestige and,
more important, to act as a magnet for
theatregoers’ dollars, it is rare in Hollywood annals in that it cannot help but
succeed on both counts. The entire Fox
family should be proud to share in the
paeans of praise which will be heaped
upon a flawlessly made story of the man
who invented the telephone — superbly portrayed by Don Ameche, scripted to perfection by Lamar Trotti, movingly directBOXOFFICE

::

April

was

To the tune of plenty of publicity, many

the recently-previewed “Broadway Serenade.”
Miss MacDonald’s popularity among
motion picture fans and music lovers is
too firmly established to require anything
but slight amplification. For the past two
years she has placed within the group of
Boxoffice

Serenade”

and

*

or background continues much farther, Hollywoodians will rapidly evolve into nomads.
Warner
Bros.' widely-heralded junket to
Dodge City for unveiling the feature of the
same name now is history; as is Paramount's
debuting of "I'm From Missouri'' at Kansas
City.

Republic will first show "Man of Conquest," inspired by the life of Sam Houston,

at Houston,

Tex., and

Cecil

B. DeMille's

mount super-special, "Union
make its bow at Omaha.

soon

Sand-bitten
Chamber
Geste"

of

Para-

Pacific,"

Yuma,

Ariz.,

Commerce,

has

will

through
invited

its

Para-

mount to hold the world premiere of “Beau
there, and Mexico City seeks comparable consideration for the initial showing

of independent producer
"Juarez and Maximilian."
In view

of which

ing were 20th

Miguel

it would

Century-Fox

not
to

C.
be

Torres'
surpris-

announce

it

planned to debut "Stanley and Livingstone"
in the jungles of Ubangi, while Frank Lloyd
might consider the idea of first showing his
“Rulers
famous
The
would

of the Sea" at the Firth of Forth, the
Scottish ship-building community.
intrepid
probably

premiere
weaken,

camp-followers

however,

ner undertook to initially introduce
sions of a Nazi Spy" in Berlin.

if War"Confes-

Trivia

ed by Irving Cummings and mounted to
the best of standards by Producer Kenneth Macgowan.
*

If the trend toward previewing pictures in
the communities which furnished their locale

*

Metro, with characteristic disdain for
the fanfare of competitive organizations,
furnished two of the week’s lineup —
“Broadway Serenade” and “The Kid From
Texas.” The former, Jeanette MacDonald’s
latest starring vehicle, fails by a very considerable distance to reach the high marks
set in her previous efforts. Certainly this
is through no fault of M-G-M’s scintillating songbird, whose acting and singing are as splendid as anything she ever
has done. Excellent as she is, however,
she could not rise far above the stereotyped story concocted for the occasion by
Charles Lederer; while Robert Z. Leonard’s
attempts at impressionism in direction become heavy-handed and even grotesque at
times, suggesting that a shiny, sharp pair
of scissors would be a suitable gift to the
veteran producer-director. Lew Ayres is
outstanding in a supporting role.
The other M-G-M offering proved to be
well-rounded action entertainment in

which the energetic Dennis O’Keefe turned
in another ingratiating performance. The
high calibre production it was given by
Edgar Selwyn in his first assignment at
the studio indicates a bright future for
Selwyn and the picture, while Director
Sylvan Simon took full advantage of a
sprightly and diverting script manufactured by Florence Ryerson, Edgar Allan
Woolf and Albert Mannheimer.
*

*

*

As Warner’s peace offering to the less
important among the Klieg light worshipers who could not be taken on the Dodge
City pilgrimage,
“I to
AmtheNot
Afraid” was
shown
at the studio
accompaniment
of Blue Plate Lunch No. 2 (no substitutions, please) . With or without the lamb
chop, however, the picture can hope for
no more than middle-bracket bookings and
similar audience acceptance. A re-make
of “The Star Witness,” one of the late
Chic Sale’s most successful appearances,
it is workmanlike but unpretentious, with
Charley Grapewin topping the Thespic
proceedings.
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Following a major operation, Gretchen
Messer, Paramount publicity department

Paramount bulb-squeezers,
of arrangements.

fashion editor, is convalescing satisfactorily at Hollywood Hospital . . . Frances
Dee and Joel McCrea have returned from
a brief holiday at Sun Valley, Ida.
★

A baby boy was born to Mrs. Robert
Buckner, wife of the Warner writer, at
Hollywood Hospital . . . Mr. and Mrs.
James Hogan have headed east on the
first lap of a vacation trip to England,
France

Italy . . . Walt Disney, accompanied by Richard Huemer, his animation director, and Joe Grant, head of
the character model department, left for
Philadelphia to make recordings of Leo-

is in

charge

★

William Boyd and his wife, Grace Bradley, have taken up residence at their
ranch house in Lone Pine while Boyd is
working in his latest picture for Producer
Harry Sherman . . . Billie Burke has left
the Cedars of Lebanon Hospital, her fractured ankle healed . . . Frederick Stephani
has returned to his M-G-M
production
desk after a vacation in New York.

and

pold Stokowski’s music, for use in a forthcoming cartoon.

William Beaudine is celebrating two
milestones this month — his 25th anniversary as a motion picture director and a
quarter-century as a married man. Beaudine recently returned from London.
*

*

Lionel

Stander

has

returned

from

a

four-month tour of South and Central
America and a month of personal appearances in New York and other eastern
cities. Mrs. Stander accompanied the actor .. . Paramount’s Studio Club was to
hold its fifth annual Bowling League banquet at the Roosevelt Hotel, marking the
close of the bowling season. Eugene Hornbostel was in charge of arrangements.
*

Producer Robert Lord has left his Warner studio desk for a two-week vacation
. . . Harry Rapf, M-G-M producer, is back
at work after a holiday trip to New York,
Miami and New Orleans . . . Margaret
Lindsay is planning a Palm Springs vacation when her current Warner acting assignment is completed.
*

Crane

Wilbur,

Warner

director-writer,

discussed his studio’s historical featurettes
at a meeting of the Ebell Club at Wartalk

ner’s Beverly Theatre, then repeated his
for the Hollywood American Legion

Post . . . The Warner Club's first annual
spring dance will be held at the Florentine
Gardens May 1, according to present
plans.
*

Claude Rains has left
vania farm, reporting
about May 15 . . . Lynne
tioning for two weeks
Springs.
★

for his Pennsylback to Warner
Overman is vacaat Soboba Hot

John Wayne is off on a two-week hunting trip in Mexico, having completed his
latest Republic assignment . . . Six Hollywood studios will participate in the second annual inter-studio camera club salon April 12-22. Douglas Rudd, of the

Alexanders Launch
12-Film Program
■k

<?iinema tks

Dr.

Berton F. Miller, of Warner’s research department, will discuss “Sound in
Motion Pictures” at a meeting of the Motion Picture Research Workers’ Organization at the Warner studio April 11. Dr.
Miller is a transmission engineer . . . Lya
Lys leaves for New York April 28 to make
a personal appearance at the premiere of
“Confessions of a Nazi Spy” . . . Off on a
“vagabond” vacation are Jane Bryan and
Jeanne Cagney, sister of James Cagney.
★
Ralph Rainger has returned from an
eastern trip . . . Sam Wood is back at
M-G-M
after a six-month stay in London, during which he directed a picture
. . . Robert Benchley and Roy Rowland,
who directs the Benchley shorts for
M-G-M, were due in from New York.
*
Alice Faye has embarked for New
sailing via the Panama Canal. She
Husband Tony Martin in Buffalo . . .
Potentate Harold Lloyd presiding,

York,
joins
With
more

than 300 members of the Shriners’ Al
Malaika Temple attended their annual
dinner at the Los Angeles Breakfast Club
. . . Director Alfred Hitchcock, his wife
and

daughter and his production assistant, Joan Harrison, have arrived, Hitchcock to check in at Selznick International.
★

William S. Paley, Columbia network
president, has returned to New York after
discussions here with broadcasting and
film studio executives . . . Paramount’s
Studio Club will hold its annual picnic at
Catalina Island, June 4. Joseph Robbins
is chairman of the entertainment committee.
★

Having sent “Flaming Lead,” the first
in its series of Ken Maynard westerns, into
the cutting room and scheduled an early
start on the second, Colony Pictures,
headed by Max and Arthur Alexander, has
announced a 12-picture independent program for the 1939-40 state-right market.
Quota will comprise six Maynard westerns and a half-dozen melodramas, the
sagebrushers to bear the titles “Rawhide
and Dynamite,” "Phantom
Rancher,”
“Lightning Strikes West,” “Death Rides
the Range” and “Where the West Begins”
in addition to “Flaming Lead.” Melodramas include “Emergency Landing,”
“Extra Edition,” “Dead Man’s Island,”
“Golden Glove Kid,” “Military School”
and “Road King.” Distribution is being
handled in New York by Nat Saland, of
Mercury Pictures.
First of a series of musical westerns to
be

produced by Cliff Sanforth as “Adventures of the Texas Kid” gets underway this month. Titled "Meet the Texas
Kid,” it will feature Art Davis, with Sonny
Lamont as comedy support. Production
start was delayed several weeks because
of Lamont’s illness. This series, too, is
destined for state-right distribution.
E. B. Derr swings into action on “Prison
Born,” to be followed in three weeks by
“The Girl From Rio,” completing his
1938-39 commitments to Monogram under
his Crescent Pictures setup. Frank Melford acts as associate producer. With
Derr and Monogram failing to come to
terms on a deal for the new season, Derr
and

Melford will terminate their association, Melford to seek another production
deal here or abroad while Derr is reportedly negotiating for a berth with Universal.

Columbia to Move Into
Former Lesser Office
With Sol Lesser due to vacate his quarters at the B. P. Schulberg studio in July
to seek other space in which to launch
his United Artists production program, Columbia will take over the office space
which Lesser has been occupying. Stages
and equipment on the Schulberg lot have
been used for more than a year by Columbia to take care of the overflow from
its Gower St. plant.

Lew Ayres is planning a six-week vacation abroad, having completed his latest
M-G-M assignment.

"Pup" to Wallace
Richard Wallace will direct “The Under
Pup” for Producer Joe Pasternak at Universal. The story by I. A. R. Wylie will

Geo. Brent to 20th-F ox

Crosby , Lamour,

For "Rains Came"

"Road

Twentieth

Century-Fox

has

borrowed

George Brent from Warner for the leading role in “The Rains Came,” the Louis
Bromfield novel. Tyrone Power and Myrna Loy, the latter under commitment from
M-G-M, have other top parts and Clarence
Brown will move over from Metro to direct.
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feature
star.

Hope in

Gloria

Jean,

10-year-old

singing

to Mandalay "

Paramount

will team

Bing

Crosby,

Dor-

othy Lamour and Bob Hope in “The Road
to Mandalay,” from a script developed by
Don Hartman, Frank Butler and Ken
England. Picture rolls following “The
Star Maker,” Crosby’s next, which gets
underway April 10.

Helms
Victor

Young

Breen
has been

Music
signed

as musi-

cal director for Sol Lesser’s “Way Down
South,” the Bobby Breen starrer, which
goes into production April 24. RKO
Radio will release.
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New Hearing Date
For Frenke Case

— Monogram

Superior court hearing on the Grand
National-Eugene Frenke battle over distribution rights to “Exile Express” has
been postponed until April 10, with
Frenke’s attorney, Sam Wolf, opining that
there is a “good chance” of an out-ofcourt settlement before that time.
Hearing was scheduled originally for
April 13 on a request filed by GN for a
permanent injunction preventing Frenke
from seeking another release for the Anna
Sten starrer which he produced. Frenke
also has a superior court complaint on
file, however, in which he asks that his
GN release be terminated on the grounds
the contract was breached by GN on two
counts — alleged failure to maintain a
proper GN distribution system and asserted failure to pay him $25,000 which he
claimed was due three weeks after delivery
of the print was to have been made to GN
in New York.
Meantime one picture is in production
on the GN lot, the launching of “Miracle
of Main Street” on schedule having
broken a long, idle period. Steve Sekely
directs for Producer Jack Skirball. Coronado Pictures starts its two musical cowgirl westerns on location next week. Max
Baer reports June 5 to prepare for camera work on the series of six westerns
in which he will star.
No word has been forthcoming as to
Fine Arts position in the GN setup since
termination of the conferences here in
which E. W. Hammons, GN president,
participated with Franklyn Warner, FA
president.

- — Metro
WILDER,

WALTER

REISCH

and

CHARLES
BRACKETT
to “Ninotchka,” Greta
Garbo starrer, which Ernst Lubitsch will direct.
HARRY
RUSKIN
to the third of the “Dr. Kildare” series, starring- Lew
Ayres.
Lou Ostrow
produces.
ROBERT
HOPKINS
and
ANITA
LOOS
to
“Alaska,” slated as Clark Gable’s next starring
vehicle following “Gone With the Wind.”
Addison Marshall wrote the original.
—Monogram
ROBERT
ANDREWS
to “First Performance.”
Martin Spellman, 12-year-old actor, is set for the
lead.
— RKO

Radio

BRUNO
FRANK
to “The Hunchback
of Notre
Dame.”
MORRIE
RYSKIND
to “My Fifth Avenue Girl,”
which Gregory La Cava will produce and direct
with Ginger Rogers as the star.
—Republic
PAUL
Producer
a

SCHOFIELD
to
Herman
Seldom.

NORTON
Herman

“Headline

S. PARKER
to “Girls
Schlom production.

of

News”
the

for

Road,”

—Universal
BEN
MARKSON
to the second
Next Door” series which
Max
ducing.
GROVER
JONES
ternak produces.

to

“The

in the
Golden

Underpup.”

MICHAEL
SIMMONS
to “Dark
Maurice
Tombraegle’s original.
and Andy Devine will be featured.
—Warner

“Family
is proJoe

Pas-

Empire,” from
Richard
Arlen

Bros.

WALLY

KLEIN

to

collaborate

with

AENEAS

MACKENZIE
on
“Disraeli,” in which
Claude
Rains will be starred.
EARL
BALDWIN
and FRANK
DONAGHUE
to
“The tionWorld
era.
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a

story

“Son of the
Boardman.
—Paramount

Navy,”

“Maluk,” by
—RKO
Radio

Corey

by

Grover

Ford

and

Jones

Alastair

of

8, 1939

the

prohibi-

and

True

MacBain.

“Headline
News,”
by
Rita
Weiman,
as
a
George Haight production.
“Along the Rio Grande,” by Oliver Drake, as
a George O’Brien starring western.
— Republic
Eight “Three
Colt MacDonald
—Warner
Bros.

Mesquiteers” stories by
for the 1939-40 program.

“Hobby Family,” by William Brockway.
O’Neill and Jane Bryan have the leads.
“The Doctor’s Mistake,” by William S.
Bryan Foy will produce.

.

William

Henry
Makin.

REVIEW

Bg Extras Rise
With placements for extras and bit
players during the first three months of
1939 jumping approximately 4,000 over
the same period last year, earnings for
the period total more than $652,000, an
increase of some $66,000 over the first
quarter of 1938. Total work calls for
January, February and March, 1939,
amounted to more than 60,000. Average
daily wage was $10.78.
Unable to agree on terms for a new
producer-writer contract, William Anthony McGuire will leave the M-G-M payroll when he has completed his screen
play for “Ziegfeld Girl.” McGuire will return to Broadway and legitimate theatre

FLASHES

production. “Zeigfeld Girl,” which he was
to have produced, will be handled by
Mervyn LeRoy.

•

EAST SIDE OF HEAVEN
(Univ)— The boxofiice line probably will form to the right for
this slap-happy romantic comedy, with
Bing Crosby in top form and sharing the
acting

honors

with

a

10-month-old

sensa-

tion named "Sandy.'' Picture boasts several tuneful crooning interludes, all of
which

should spell handsome returns. Herbert Polesie, associate producer; David
Butler directed.

LADY'S

FROM
KENTUCKY,
THE (Para)— Engrossing and entertaining race track yam

of thoroughbreds — human
and
equine —
which can be played across the board
with every assurance of long-odds
at the boxoffice. George
Raft

payoff
shows

flashes of his old form in the top cast position with creditable support by Ellen Drew
and a capable cast. Jeff Lazarus
Alexander Hall directed.

SCRIPTERS
BILLY

Current Earnings

BUYS

After serving six months on a one-year
deal, A. Edward Sutherland has settled
the balance of his contract with Hal
Roach. Sutherland, a producer-director,
was to have supervised “The Housekeeper’s Daughter,” as his next assignment.
He made “Zenobia” as his only assignment
while on the lot.
H. Bruce Humberstone has checked out
of 20th Century-Fox, where he was under contract for several years as a direc-

tor.

With his department to be merged with
the talent division, Rubey Cowan has settled his Paramount contract as executive
director of radio contracts. Formerly with
the National Broadcasting Co., Cowan expects to return to active radio work.

produced;

COMPLETE REVIEWS on the above
pictures will appear in an early issue
of BOXOFFICE.

Production Pace Is
Gradually Braked

OPTIONS
— Larry Darmour
— Metro
HARVEY
GATES
untitled script.

joins

writing

staff

to

do

AL
FRIEDMAN
joins writing staff on
deal, working in shorts department.
NOEL
LANGLEY,
writer, held for another
— Paramount
DELMAR
DAVES,
WILKIE
writing department.
ALBERT
DEKKER
wins

C.

MAHONEY

term

contract

the title role in “Dr. Cyclops.”
RAY
MILLAND
given new three-year
acting pact.

an

term
year.
join
and

straight

The production pace continues slowly
downward. In work are a total of 38
films, with another ten lined up for starts.

— Principal
SUSAN
PALEY,
dancer, given long-term acting
ticket and a featured role in “Dr. Cyclops.”

Paramount started “Our Leading Citizens” and, for Paramount release, Harry
Sherman gunned “Lawful Outlaws,” giving the studio a nine-picture total. “Lighthorse Harry” went into work at Warner,
that studio totaling six in production.
Launching “The Dove” and “Memory of
Love,” RKO Radio registered five. Universal hit the same pace by starting “Inside Information,” and 20th Century-Fox
with no new starts, also has five in work.
Columbia lists four in production.

He draws a featured role in “Way
Down
South,”
Bobby Breen starrer; creates dances for planta— Republic
tion sequences and acts as technical advisor.

M-G-M started “Broadway to Wyoming”
to total three. Monogram shoved off
“Wyoming” and “Prison Born” to equal
Metro’s pace. “All the Tomorrows” went
into work at Republic, with that studio
filming two features and a serial.

CLARENCE

MUSE

signs

three-way

contract.

JUNE
STOREY
signs long-term acting contract.
She will appear as the feminine lead in future
Gene
—
RKO Autry
Radiowesterns.
BERNARD

McCONVILDE

added

to

writing

staff, working on a story for George O’Brien.
CHARLES
EUPPEET,
runner-up
in
Jesse
Lasky’s “Gateway to Hollywood” program, signed
to acting contract.
— 20th Century-Fox
SPRING
BYINGTON
and ARLEEN
WHELAN
given extensions of their term acting contracts.
RICHARD
SHERMAN
signs one-picture
ing deal, joining Kenneth Macgowan
unit.
— Warner Bros.
PERC
contract.

WESTMORE,

OLIVIA
MICHAEL
contracts.

makeup

chief,

given

writ-

new

DE
HAVILLAND,
actress, and
CURTIZ,
director, handed
new
term

ROBERT
PRINS,
University of Washington
student, given optional acting contract.
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FWC Reduces Admissions at
F our Hollywood Theatres
Los Angeles — Indicating it is a gesture
to meet growing competition in the area,
Fox West Coast has ordered an admission
price slash on four houses in the Hollywood territory — the Melrose, Embassy,
Apollo and Hollywood theatres. All will
be placed on a 15-cent scale within a few
days, prices having been cut from 40 cents
at the Hollywood; 35 cents at the Melrose
and Embassy; and 30 cents at the Apollo.
The slash was ordered by Charles P.
Skouras, circuit president, as one of the
first moves after his recent return from
an European trip. The FWC head, accompanied by Charles Buckley, vice-president
and head of the legal department, immediately departed on a jaunt to San Francisco on business.

San Francisco — The Liberty Theatre
here will close its doors Sunday due to
Harry Farros giving up his lease on the
Golden State owned house. The Liberty
has been running for many years as a topnotch burlesque house and has also played
sex pictures. The decision to close is believed to be caused by the poor business
suffered by the Liberty during the past
months.
San Francisco at present is fairly overrun with flesh and sex pictures due to the
many sex attractions now playing at the
fair here. Sally Rand’s Nude Ranch, the
Greenwich Village, Dancers of the World,
the Day Dreams, Stella, Gloria, Caesarian
Operations in the Incubator Baby Show,
and a nudist picture are all winning top
money at the fair while the Capitol, Kearny and Egyptian theatres in San Francisco are all featuring sex or flesh and
not doing so well.

FWC to Pass Booklets on
WB Historical Series
Los Angeles — Fox West Coast theatres
will distribute 20,000 booklets to patrons
describing the Warner historical featurettes which the circuit has booked. Pamphlet includes discussions of “Sons of Liberty,” “Lincoln in the White House” and
of Independence”

among

Palm Springs, Cal. — At last a use
for ancient vintage silent comedies
has been found. Dick Pritchard of the
a

the

36

Springs

supply

Hotel

has

arranged

San

Francisco — What

is foreseen

Portland,

as

a

A 650-Seater Being Built
Salinas, Cal. — A new theatre, seating
650, is now under construction here and
Homar

for

of them to be shown at intervals, via a
portable projector, in

hostelry's cocktail lounge. Included are old Charles Chaplin, Harold Lloyd and Buster Keaton reels.

the City of

“Professor Mamlock,” Presiding Circuit
Judge James P. Stapleton in effect sustained the board in its ban on the Russian
film.

new policy for one of San Francisco’s
fastest growing chains was consummated
when the Nasser Bros. Theatres invaded
the country theatre circuits by buying
the Gem and Colusa theatres in Colusa,
Cal., and the basic lease of the Williams
Theatre in Williams, Cal. (now operated by
N.
Co. Steel), from the Harvey Amusement

will be completed very soon.
meier is the owner.

Ore. — Upholding

Portland’s demurrer to application by a
group of citizens for a mandamus writ to
force approval by the censor board of

Teght-

The ruling held the court can tell the
censor body to act if it has refused to do
so, but cannot advise it in any particular
manner of action. This in response to the
contention in the application for the writ
that the board had not acted within the
power of a discretionary body.
The board had banned the film from
Herbert Rosener’s Esquire Theatre on the
ground it contained “Communistic propSome exhibitors see in the ruling a precedent that, if permitted to stand, will place
the censor body out of reach of the court.
aganda.”
They point to that part of the decision
specifically stating the court has the power
to force action by the board but has no
control over what manner of action eventuates.

$ IE A T T IIL IE
piLMROW
gave a hearty welcome to Morris Saffle who just arrived to become
manager of the local branch of MetroGoldwyn-Mayer, and showered congratulations on L. C. “Butch” Wingham who
has been promoted to the San Francisco
exchange managership of that company.
Both managers planed in from the Chicago
convention and were met at the Boeing
Field by a delegation which included Fred
Mercy sr„ head of the Mercy circuit; Pete
Higgins, George Blair and Wally Rucker.
Later all were guests of Mercy at the
Washington Athletic Club for a grand dinner. Wingham leaves this week to take
over the San Francisco post. Saffle is
transferred here from Salt Lake City. He
was a salesman for the Seattle territory
before taking the Salt Lake spot and has
many friends here. His wife and daughter
will join him here soon.
M. E. Knighton, manager of the Roosevelt Theatre, in advertising the picture,
“Frankenstein,” had a large robot made
to represent the monster. Imagine his surprise when he came down to the theatre
and found the heavy monster had been
stolen.

Finds Use for Old
Silent Comedies

Palm

Nassers Take Over
Two at Colusa

J. Leslie Jacobs, local theatrical realtor,
represented both parties in the deal. Many
local chains were dickering for the houses.

Frisco Liberty to Darken
After Lease Expires

“The Declaration
others.

Supports Portland's
Ban of "Mamlock"

Ben Paris is back from the European
trip and tells of visiting all large cities
in England, France, Germany, Italy and
also the Azores, Portugal and Africa. Ben,
who conducts the world’s largest salmon
fishing derby here every year, said it almost broke his heart to see there was
no such thing as hunting and fishing for
the poor man in Europe.
News of other exchange switches to reach
here tell of Bob Hill being made a dis-

trict manager for Columbia in Salt Lake
and Denver, while Wayne Ball has been
made branch manager for the company
in Los Angeles.
attle territory.
Two

new

cars

Hill was

were

years in the Se-

driven

out of town

this past week. Hugh Bruen who owns
theatres in Whittier, Cal., and a house
in Seattle, left for his Whittier home driving a “big beaut,” while Charley Grieme,
who controls theatres in the Wenatchee
territory, drove an extra special job home
to Wenatchee . . . Mrs. Tom Berry of
Edmonds has gone for a two-weeks trip
to San Francisco and the Fair. She is
motoring.

Bill Hamrick

has

resigned

as manager

of the Paramount Theatre with Dan Redden being moved up to that spot from the
Coliseum. Clyde Strout, assistant at the
Orpheum, is now manager of the Coliseum.
All houses are in the Hamrick-Evergreen
chain . . . The 20 th Century-Fox gang are
established in their new quarters. Their
former offices are now being remodeled
and redecorated and will be occupied by
RKO.
Bill Forman,

general

manager

for the

Danz

circuit, and L. J. McGinley, Universal exchange head, both attended the
farewell banquet in Portland for Gordon
Craddock . . . Archie Holt, for many years
film salesman on both the Seattle and
Portland Rows, is now manager of the Rivoli in Portland, according to reports reaching here . . . The Senior Mercys are back
home again after their trip through the
Panama Canal to New York returning from
the east in a new car.
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a one-month trip through
COMPLETING
^the western territory, during which he
opened a branch office in San Francisco,
William G. Smith, president of Empire
Pictures, has returned to his desk . . .
Charles Feldman, branch manager for
Universal, is in the Santa Barbara Clinic
for a physical checkup . . . B. F. Shearer
has returned to Seattle after spending a
few days here conferring with employes
of his local office. He was accompanied
by Mrs. Shearer . . . Charlie Olds, operator of the Grand Theatre in Arroyo
Grande, came in to do some booking.
Cullen

Espy,

Fox

West

Coast

district

manager, told all he knew when he discussed theatre operation methods as guest
speaker before the University of Southern California cinematography class. Other guest lecturers included Spencer Leve,
manager of the Fox Westlake, and Ernest
Martin,
were

manager of the Fox in San Bernardino. . . Live rabbits and other prizes
to be given the winners in an Easter

Egg hunt scheduled by O. W. “Ote” Lewis
at his Mission Playhouse in San Gabriel
for the Saturday matinee, April 8 . . . Lee
Scamahorn, former Republic salesman, is
on his feet again after being laid up for
more

than a year as the result of an automobile accident.

Byron Cunningham, owner of the Victoria Theatre, has dropped admissions from
35 to 25 cents and is changing programs
three times a week, instead of two . . .
Morris Barsky is again
keeta rootbeer theatre
he worked last year
booker for the U. S.

handling the Spargiveaways on which
. . . Ted Kemper,
army, came in on

the Arvin,

More

Boris

Posner

and

Mike

Rapaport,

Arling-

ton; A1 Wider, Dave Cantor’s Royale; A1
Minor, Burbank; Henry Hollander, booker
Brentwood, and the Grand in Anaheim;
for Bard’s circuit; Bob Sproul, Brentwood,
Charles Gardner, El Rancho, Moor Park;
H. M. Thomas, Ramona, San Diego; Bob
Gumm, Brea, Brea; Ben Mohi, Princess
and Century; Jules Wolf, Washington,
largest local house catering to the colored
trade; H. G. Adams, Upland, Upland; Sid
Feder, Stanley, Long Beach; Mr. and Mrs.
Dick Lemucci, Granada, Bakersfield, and
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Cozy;

visitors:

A.

L.

Woods,

Ana;

L. A. Williams,

Mer-

Slogan Contest Started
For a New Theatre
Los Angeles — With every contestant to
receive a prize, Albert A. Galston and Jay
Sutton have launched a slogan contest in
which they are seeking the best five-word
phrase describing their new Center Theatre, now under construction. First award
will be $50 cash.

Three-Film Assignment
Hollywood — Harry Sherman has signed
Norman Houston to do three screenplays
to be produced for Paramount release. One
will be a Zane Grey story.

TRADE
=====

New York — Arrangement
was made early this week to
ositions of Bill Pine, Dixie
Calvin, C. Gardner Sullivan,
Irene

by stipulation
take the depDavis, Frank
Harold Lamb,

Francis, Gladys Rosson, Edwin Justus Mayer, Jeannie MacPherson, Grover

Jones, Bill Hebert, Emil Barrye, and Preston Sturges, on behalf of Paramount Pictures, before Dona Hardcastle, notary public in Hollywood.
This is in connection
by Zelma

with a suit brought

B. Tilden, claiming

the plagiar-

ism of her story, “Captain-What the
Devil,” in ‘'The Buccaneer.”
Other defendants include Cecil B. De
Mille and Adolph Zukor. An accounting
of profits and damages is asked.

Television Clause Added
To RCA Producer Pacts
New

York — A television clause has been

added to the standard film producers’
agreements covering the use of RCA-Photophone sound-film recordings for television broadcasting purposes.
The amendment clears the way for
RCA’s recording licensees not only to utilize existing film sound tracks for television
at no extra charge, according to Harry L.
Sommerer, of RCA, but also for them to
make sound tracks especially for television
broadcasting. Tire same royalty will be applied to RCA recorded films for television.

DIRECTORY

A HANDY

GUIDE FOR THE EXHIBITOR

LOS ANGELES

In the past two weeks Harry Rackin of
Exhibitors Service has signed Bob Elder
of the Arlington Theatre, Arlington; Bob
Guram, La Habra, La Habra, and Jack
Drew, Temple, Glendale, as new accounts

Booking visitors: A1 Snadow, Bill Robinson Theatre on Central Ave.; I. Blum,
Mecca, Mojave; H. C. Monroe, Ritz and
Dale, Long Beach; Earl Calvert, Lompoc,
Lompoc; Isaac Victor, Victor, Long Beach;

booking

Walker, Santa
alta, Downey.

Theatre.

were called there by the illness of Sondy’s
sister. He operates the Kiva Theatre here.

Levinson,

Theatre, Chino; George Haines, California Amusement Co., Pasadena; Ben
Aranda, Aztec, Brawley; Harry Milstein,
Torrence, Torrence, and the Gardena,
Gardena; Frank Johnston, Washington,
Pasadena; Guy Slipper, Sierra, Eagle Rock;
F. R. Ward, Valley, Lancaster; I. Blum,
Mecca, Mojave; Mason Seiler, Ritz, Balboa;
Mickey McManus, Lee and Brayton, Long
Beach; Mr. and Mrs. James White, Gem,
Garden Grove; Vic Walker, State and

La Habra, has been made assistant to Mac Sinift at the new Del Mar

. . . Hugh Bruen, who operates the Whittier, Wardman and Roxy theatres in Whittier, has returned from a short business
trip to Seattle . . . Mr. and Mrs. Mondy
Sondy are back from a trip to Utah. They

Harvey

Chino

his last film-hunting trip. He is transferred to Chicago, to be replaced on the
west coast by Dick Smith . . . Merrill
Shapiro, who formerly operated the La
Habra,

Arvin;

Claude Spaeth, Congress; Lorraine Valuskis,
tura.Bell, Bell; Jennie Dodge, Mission, Ven-

Take Depositions
For Tilden Suit

EQUIPMENT

AND

AIR CONDITIONING

SUPPLIES

Carabin
Breck
A

Photoplay

Complete

Supply

Company

Line of Theatre

Supplies

Equipment
1969 So. Vermont
B. F. SHEARER

and

RE. 3151

COMPANY

“Theatre Equipment Specialists ”
Heywood-Wakefield
Wagner

Seats

Silhouette

Letters

Motiograph
1968 So. Vermont

THEATRE

NAT

Projectors
RO. 1145

SMYTHE

Engineers"

1914 So. Vermont
— Over

30 Theatres

EXPLOITATION
Now

Los Angeles

in 1937 —

PICTURES

Booking

CHARLES DICKENS'
"THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP"
starring
"THE FORBIDDEN TERRITORY"
Gregory Ratofi
Binnie Barnes
starring
"THE SECRET OF STAMBOUL"
Valerie Hobson

DECORATORS

Specialists in Theatre

Engineering Company

"Air Conditioning

starring
"THE Edgar
CRIMSON
CIRCLE"
Wallace's
Noah Berry

Decoration

& SONS

Decorators
1914 So. Vermont

RE. 3578

Wm.

G. Smith's Jewel Productions

1912 So. Vermont

RO. 2205
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Negro
is now employed here as
OXTOBY
city salesman for Universal . . . Into
San Francisco’s social whirl Basil Rathbone
stepped and the Hollywood touch was added to a lavish party wherein Gladys
^L

Quarre Peabody hosted the Basil Rathbones, Ina Claire, Harry Crocker, the
Prince and Princess Vasili, the Marquis
and Marquise de Pins, the Princess Brinda
of Kapurthala, and many other social
prominents at the Mark Hopkins Hotel
here Wednesday evening, March 29.
Visitors along the Row: Gerald Hardy
of the Hardy and Santa Clara theatres
in Fresno; Lew Marks, Sacramento; Dan
Tocchini Sebastopool . . . Bruce Johnson
of the General Register Corp. is leaving
for a three-week trip covering Seattle, Salt
Lake, Denver and Los Angeles . . . John
De

of the Liberty Theatre in Sacramento has changed his policy to a first
run . . . Mike Naify, president of the
T. and D. jr. circuit, confined at home
with a touch of the flu ... Ed Coffey
will stay at Colusa through the change
in ownership of the house.

Charges

SALT

Violation

OfDenver
" Equal
Rights " Act
— In the first case of its
said to be filed in
Snyder, owner of
Fort Collins, Colo.,
damages by Mrs.
woman,

on

kind
Larimer county, L. C.
the State Theatre at
has been sued for $500
Mattie Lyle, a Negro

charges

of racial discrimina-

tion. Mrs. Lyle charges that Snyder “acting through his agents and employes,
refused to render full and equal enjoyment of the State Theatre to the plaintiff
and discriminated against the plaintiff for
no other reason than that she was a colored citizen, against the form of the
The plaintiff says she was denied her
statutes.”
full rights after buying a ticket and being admitted to the theatre. She also asks
interest from March 26, the date the incident was said to have occurred.

Stacie

Alice Myer of the President Theatre is
showing a new diamond as result of her
engagement to Homar Collins, local steelman. . . Erik Wilson of the Blumenthal
Circuit is passing out “eight-pound baby
cigars.” The new arrival took up residence
at the Wilson home March 29 . . . Leon
Kowalski has been appointed manager of
the Peerless Theatre here . . . Due to the
public utilities widening of the street
Aaron

Goldberg Theatres, Inc., had to remove the marquee of the Peerless Theatre . . . Abbie Calenbury of the Peerless

" Union Pacific " Special
To Salt Lake April 25
Salt Lake City — Paramount’s special
“Union Pacific train will stop here April
25 before continuing on to Omaha, Neb.,
for the world premiere there of the film
of the same name three days later. On
board will be Producer Cecil B. DeMille,
Barbara Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Lynne
Overman and other members of the cast.
Newspapermen and photographers will
board the special outside the city for interviews with the stars, and arrangements
have been made with a local CBS station
for informal interviews via short wave
on interesting facts in connection with the
railroad epic.

is ill.
Clarence Hill jr., son of the former
Paramount manager and himself formerly
with the 20th-Fox Exchange here, was
married this week to Hazel Shepard here
... A fire which broke out in the Pacific
Gas and Electric Co. theatre on Treasure
Island, caused by an electric heater being
placed

Four

too close to the curtain,
mated at $50 damage.
theatres

and

three

was

esti-

local churches

will show Cecil B. DeMille’s “The King
of Kings,” motion picture showing the
life of Christ, without charge during Holy
Week . . . Buck Jones, western actor, will
arrive here April 15 to open the newly erected Children’s Village on Treasure
Island. Jones will arrive in company with
his horse, “Silver.” An elaborate
and reception is planned.

parade

Dickson and Bertero to
Montana

for Parley

Los Angeles — Routine

legal business

New

York — Columbia

has realigned

part

of its sales personnel in its western division. Wayne Ball, formerly Denver manager, has been appointed Los Angeles manager, replacing Harry Weinberg, who takes
a lighter post as salesman, due to illness.
R. C. Hill, formerly Salt Lake City manager, becomes supervisor of Denver and
Salt Lake, with headquarters in Denver.
W.

G. Seib, former

Salt Lake

City sales-

BILL
SEIB, Columbia’s newly appointed
branch manager, has taken over his
new duties. Robert Hill, former manager,
is now headquartering in Denver, where
he is supervising sales for both Denver
and Salt Lake City . . . Paramount Branch
Manager F. H. Smith is expected back
shortly from a successful swing throughout
the territory . . . Warner Bill Gordon is
back from a three-week trip to New York
City on business matters . . . Mary Pickford and Buddy Rogers, her husband, left
Salt Lake City for a vacation trip into
Sun Valley, Ida., a few days after Buddy
had completed a successful band engagement.
Martha Raye, Paramount star, just closed
successful personal appearance engagement at the Salt Lake City Utah
Theatre in conjunction with her picture,
“Never Say Die” . . . Word has been received in Salt Lake City that Grade Allen
is wearing the police badge recently presented to her by the Salt Lake police de-

a

partment with it tucked in her hair “just
to be different” . . . R. J. C adman. United
Artists sales manager, is conferring with
exhibitors throughout the northern territory followiiig a visit with
ger Ben Fish.

District Mana-

Last traces of the historic Salt Lake
Theatre were being hauled away from the
northwest corner of First South and Main
streets here, as a power shovel uprooted
the stone foundations of the famous old
landmark . . . Despite his attorney’s plea
for clemency, Jack Drew, 28, was sentenced
to serve 60 days in jail and pay a $50 fine
for creating a nuisance by releasing a
“stench bomb” in the Tower Theatre of
Salt Lake City early in March . . . Fire
recently destroyed Harry Peery’s theatre
at Goshen, Utah. Damage, also including
a dance hall and barber shop in the building, was estimated at $20,000.
David P. Howells, famed film exporter
of Los Angeles, who died recently on the
coast, was a native of Salt Lake City, his
birthplace and former home for many
years. He operated offices in six European
capitals and several Oriental cities. He
also had been a producer.

man, takes over Hill’s spot.

Involuntary Bankruptcy
Of Mark M. Hansen
Los Angeles — Mark M. Hansen and the
Hansen Theatres, Inc., have been thrown
into involuntary bankruptcy by a trio of
creditors who filed the petition in federal
court. Creditors include Norman Feintech, Erna Shapiro and C. H. Hennel.
Hansen had been operating in partnership
with Fox West Coast.

has

called Dick Dickson, Fox West Coast district manager, and John Bertero, of the
legal department, to Montana. Dickson,
before his departure, announced the appointment of C. G. Doty, manager of the
Ritz, Great Falls, Mont., to the same post
at the Judith in Lewistown, succeeding
Jack Edwards, who has been transferred
to the Rialto in Butte.
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Columbia Realigns Its
Western Field Staff

HAKE

Pechner

Dies on Train

San Francisco — Samuel Pechner, Warfield Theatre manager, died last week
from a heart attack while returning from
Los Angeles on a San Francisco bound
train. He was stricken while returning
from a conference with other Fox West
Coast officials.

Geo. Hickey
Changes

Announces

at M-G-M

Los

Angeles — Several shifts and promotions in Metro’s western sales division were
announced by George Hickey, supervisor
for the territory, upon his return from the
company’s Chicago sales convention. Locally, Jack Jacobs, head booker, has been
transferred to Salt Lake City, as a salesman, replaced here by Jack Valpey, with
Howard Perretz added to the booking staff.
Sam Gardner, formerly a salesman here,
and later in Indianapolis, goes to Salt
Lake City as branch manager, replacing
Morris Saffle, who becomes Seattle branch
manager. Leaving the Seattle berth is
Butch

Wingham, who moves to San Francisco, where he takes over from Ira Furman, granted a leave of absence because
of illness.
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"Not Guilty" Pleas
In by Defendants
ment’s suit charging criminal contempt in
violation of the 1932 consent decree here,
which is up before Federal Judge Charles
Woodward.
defendants

thus

admit

nothing

in

the government’s allegations, and the suit
is now stymied pending setting of a date
by the judge for either preliminary hearings or more deposition taking.
Defendants are Barney Balaban, B&K
and major companies, except Columbia.

111. Retailers Federation
Fights Wage-Hour
Springfield,

III. — The

St. Louis — New building leads the activity in the Illinois and Missouri theatre
field, with four houses going up in the
former state and three in the latter.
Changes of ownership take second honors,
three occurring in Missouri and one in
Illinois, and remodeling jobs bring up
the construction cavalcade with two jobs
each in the two states.
New houses underway in Illinois are the
600-seat Lux in Edwardsville which will
open about May 1 under the management
of V. Merritt of Taylorville and Tony
Serra of Springfield; the 450-seater being erected in Fairfield by H. L. Pitner;
the Frank Barnes house at Carmi, which
will seat 750; and the Bond Theatre at
Greenville,

a

600-seater

for

which

the

Bill

Illinois Federa-

tion of Retail Ass’ns has entered the lists
against the proposed state wages and
hours law now pending in the house. In
an

Houses

For Illinois-Missouri

Chicago — Pleas of “not guilty” have
been filed by defendants in the govern-

The

New

open

letter to the retail trade organizations in more than 200 Illinois cities,
the federation charged the proposed bill
would result in materially higher prices
to Illinois consumers and would cause
thousands of businesses in the state to
fail. The bill is now in the hands of the
house judiciary committee and would affect hundreds of thousands of employes
throughout the state, including all workers in motion picture theatres and film
exchanges, etc., not now covered by the
federal hours and wages law.

A Newsreel

Theatre lor

Chicago — Plans are announced by Arthur Rubloff and Co., real estate firm, for
construction of a 600-seat newsreel theatre in the loop at Randolph and State,
taxpayers’

building

is going

The
the

theatre will be operated by a Chicago exhibitor, but Rubloff told Boxoffice
deal is not yet consummated. It is

understood B&K was approached to operate it but that the deal did not materialize.
The theatre will have a 20-foot frontage
on north State, a few doors south of the
Chicago Theatre, with 430 seats on the
main floor and 170 seats in the balcony.

New Ernest Smith House
Rising in Francisville

Area
circuit plans

a May

15 opening.

In Missouri the new houses are one at
Belle which the chamber of commerce of
that municipality is contemplating and
which will seat approximately 300; a Dexter 600-seater, plans for which are being
studied by Charles Weeks; and at Salem,
where Miss Mae Preston intends to resume
building

her 500-seat

house.

Theatres that have changed hands in
the two-state territory are the University
City Theatre in suburban St. Louis, which
has been taken over by the building owner,
C. E. Lilly. Lilly operated the house before it became part of the now disintegrated Greenman Theatres circuit. At
Richland, Mo., the 228-seat Gem, hitherto
operated by Don F. Atkinson, has been
taken over by Royal Cowger, while at
Herculaneum, Mo., George Wallace of Old
Mines,

The Loop in Chicago

where a new
up shortly.

Frisina

on Record

is reported

to have

concluded

ne-

gotiations for Fred Evans’ 300-seat Riverview. In Girard, 111., the 350-seat Avalon
now is being operated on a six-day-perweek basis by S. Langley.
The remodeling jobs in Illinois is one
at Sesser where S. Hope is extending his
stage accommodations, and one at Mount
Carmel where Theodore Coleman, owner
of the

630-seat

American

which

was

de-

stroyed by fire recently, contemplates rebuilding at once. In Missouri, the Cameo
at Mountain Grove has been rebuilt following a fire and is now open. Dean W.
Davis of West Plains operates the house.
At Bloomfield G. W. Gordon is remodeling
a store building into a 400-seat theatre
which he plans to open on about April 14.

Francisville, Ind. — Ernest E. Smith is
in the midst of building a new theatre
which he will operate. The house, which
will accommodate 398, is of shale block
construction and will be air conditioned.
A contest for a name will precede the
opening, tentatively set for June 10.

W.

F. Easley

500-Seater

Is Building

a

in Greensburg

Greensburg, Ind. — Work on a new 500seat house has been started here by W. F.
Easley of the K-P Theatre. The theatre,
whose opening is planned for July, will be
operated in conjunction with the K-P Theatres.

Missouri House Reenacts
Sales Tax to Dec, 1941
Jefferson City — The house of representatives has re-enacted the existing two
per cent sales tax for another two years
to expire on Dec. 31, 1941. The only
change made in the present law is a provision that it shall apply to charges for
laundry, dry cleaning, dyeing and pressing services. The vote was 101 to 12. The
measure now goes to the senate.
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Feeding
Indianapolis

the Departing
—

Sam

Gardner,

Guest —

salesman

for the M-G-M exchange in Indianapolis,
was guest of honor at a dinner given by
members

of the exchange prior to his departure for Salt Lake City, where he will
be Metro branch manager.

Starting at head of the table, reading
from right to left: Sam Gardner, Mrs.
Gardner, Wade Willman, branch manager;
Jerry Adams, Doris Rogers, Marie Kreilein,

a traveling

Ruth Sipe, Don MacLeod, Darlene Willman, Klaska Johnson, Margaret Nancrede,
Edward Farrell, Naoma Rhodes, Robert
Rigsbee, Jean Casserly, Hazel Gorman,

set by his co-workers. A sendoff at the
Variety Club was one of the finest tributes
ever seen paid to anyone along Filmrow.

Dorothy Reynolds, Irene O’Brien, Katy
Pyle, Ralph Ripps, Madalyn Cornet, Foster Gaker, Harold Marshall, H. A. Wagner.

Gardner

was

presented

with
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Expect Early St Louis Ruling
In Union Ouster Action

Racine Groups Seek
Bank Night Ban
Racine,
the

St. Louis — Circuit Judge Ernest Oakley
is expected to announce an early decision
in the suit to oust John P. Nick vicepresident of the IATSE; Clyde Weston,
business agent of Local No. 143 of the
operators union, and George E. Browne,
president of the IATSE from control of
Local No. 143.
The case was submitted to Judge Oakley somewhat suddenly when counsel for
both sides submitted a stipulation to the
effect that if testimony was heard from
all of the original 19 plaintiffs and the
17 additional plaintiffs who intervened in
the

ouster

proceedings, it would be substantially the same as that presented by
Robert Tomsen, former business agent of
the local, and Osborne Myers, projectionist
at the Wellston Theatre.
Tire hearing was just warming up from
the spectators point of view when the
attorneys decided to present the case to
Judge Oakley. The defense offered no
testimony and is relying entirely on the
legal points involved. One of the principal issues is that the plaintiffs had not
exhausted all of their remedies for relief

as provided by the union’s constitution
.
and by-laws.
Attorneys for the 36 plaintiffs put in

most

of April

1 and

2 in examining

Films

the

League

efforts of

and

the

Ra-

cine Federation of Women's Missionary societies, petitions against Bank

the

books and records at its headquarters, 4 South Eighth St. Scrutinized
canceled checks, vouchers and check

Night

union’s
were
stubs.

Wis. — Through

Better

have been circulated
tures, and when completed,

presented
has

Robert A. Roessel, of counsel for the
plaintiffs, stated he would incorporate the
of the union’s books in the findings to be presented to Judge Oakley for
his guidance in deciding the case. This
matter was prepared after the examination
of the books was completed.
Under the terms of the stipulation filed
on March 30, Roessel was permitted to
introduce as evidence the transcript of
a union trial in 1935 of J. C. Wilson, a
veteran member, after he had brought
charges against Oscar Kleintopf, former
business agent of Local No. 143, that
Kleintopf had suppressed letters of the

district attorney

who

promised his cooperation in bringing the question of the legality of Bank

Night
At

audit

to the

for signaare to be

into court.
the Venetian

Theatre,

first-run

house, there are two pots at present —
the first one $1,500, a figure at which
it has remained for several weeks, and
the second

one

increasing

$100

starting
each

the parties also agreed
of the union’s
as evidence.

books

with

week

$100

and

until won.

that the last audit

should

be considered

union.

Later, Wilson is said to have admitted that he brought the charges against
Kleintopf at instigation of Nick, Browne

The trial of Kleintopf on the charges
brought by Wilson was the basis for the
“emergency” under which President
Browne directed Nick to take charge of
Local No. 143. The plaintiffs contend no

and

Louis Krouse, an assistant to President Browne.
All vouchers, canceled checks and check
stubs of the union since 1937 are to be
considered as evidence in the trial. The

emergency ever existed to warrant deprivfairs.ing the local of control over its own af-

plaintiffs have directed the court’s attention to some of these records. Secondly,

Judge Oakley gave the attorneys until
April 6 to file briefs in support of the
legal points that they had raised during
the course of the brief trial.
List

Contributors

The names of the 19 motion picture
theatre owners who are alleged to have
^L

PEARCE

and

his Gang,

who

were

the

stage attraction at Fanchon & Marco’s
Fox Theatre the past week put on a couple
of extra shows at the Orpheum Theatre
the evening of Monday, March 27, when
their customary coast-to-coast broadcasts
were fed out by the National Broadcasting
Co. . . . The 7 p. m. show at the Orpheum
was heard locally over KSD. The 11:30
p. m. show went
lets of NBC.

to the Pacific Coast

out-

Bob

Dunham, announcer for Radio Station KM OX, the local Columbia Broadcasting System outlet, has returned from
Hollywood, where he participated in the
semi-finals of the Wrigley "Gateway to
Hollywood ” search for talent. It is understood that Gregory LaCava liked Dunham’s
screen test. Bob back on his radio fob figures that Hollywood can reach him here
if it wants him for screen work . . . Skeets
&

Frankie, members of the KM OX Hillbilly radio outfit, make the 240 -mile trip
to Herrin, III., to appear on the stage of
one of the theatres in that city. Back
from Herrin at 1 a. m. they start their
radio day at 5:30 a. m. on the KMOX
Country Journal.
Reports from Greenville, Mo., are that
the entire town probably will be moved to
another site on one of the hills overlooking the St. Francis River when construction is finally started on the $15,000,000
Wappapello Dam. The lake to be formed
by the dam would flood the present town
site to a depth of 40 feet or more, it has
been estimated. The Greenville Theatre,
a 200-seater

40

operated

by K. H. Wilkinson,

is the town’s
800.
Construction

lone
has

theatre.
started

Population
on

the

contributed to the $6,500 “defense fund”
of 1937 that figures in the indictment

is

new

against John P. Nick and Clyde A. Weston, were set forth in the indictment filed
in the circuit court for criminal causes
on March 31.

2,000 -seat motion picture theatre to be
erected on the Clayton road near Big Bend
Blvd. in Richmond Heights, a local suburb. The syndicate that will own the building is headed by Sam M. Shuchart. It will
cost some $250,000, including equipment
and site. The architect is Robert Boiler of
Kansas City, Mo.

The indictment,
charged Nick and

voted several weeks ago,
Weston with extortion.

The names of the exhibitors as set forth
in the indictment as contributors to the
fund are as follows: Wilton Colonna for

Funeral services were held in Millersburg, Ky„ Sunday, April 2, for Mrs. Betty
F. Morford, 87 years old, mother of Harry

the Lexington Theatre; Thomas M. Curley, for the Ashland, Lee and Queen theatres; Christ Efthim for the Star Theatre;
Harry Greenman, for the Dakota; U City
and Yale theatres (Greenman is no longer
connected with these theatres) ; Jack Harris, for the Normandy Theatre; Henry J.

G. Redmon, managing director of the Majestic Theatre in East St. Louis, 111. She
died in her apartment at the Broadview
Hotel in East St. Louis from heart disease.
She had been ill since December 15 . . .
Richard D. Fisher, manager of the Cozy
Theatre, Cabool, Mo., is arranging to open
a film delivery service to haul film for
theatres in that section of the Ozarks.

Holloway, for the Beverly, Gem and Overland theatres; Thomas James, for the
Douglas and Strand theatres; H. R. Johnson, for the Compton Theatre; Clarence
cle

He now has a Star-Times paper route out
of Poplar Bluff and will tie that in with
the film hauling. Towns to be served
probably will include Ellington, Piedmont,
Winona, Doniphan, Eminence and Cabool.
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indictmentin was trreturned
in the
,
e
division of the circuit court. presided over

Barney Rosenthal, manager of Republic
Pictures, departed for Waterloo, la., on
K
March 30 and planned to aivisit with his
ma
brother Jake in that city for about
a week
nn
,f
or
. . . W. D. Myers, home office sound
enth
gineer for Simplex i-Star Sound Systems,
e
Ba
spent several days here visiting at the dNaen
,B
tional Theatre Supply Co., the local disre
( Continued on page 45)
m

enby Judge
,C
ir
-

James

E. McLaughlin.
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^•HE Little Theatre, following a five-day
showing of “It Happened One Night,”
and “Mr. Deeds Goes to Town,” first dual
program since its opening several months
ago, is this week showing “Tundra,” a first
run flicker, and “Dr. Syn,” previously
shown here.
Variety Club will hold a jamboree May
1 at the Schroeder Hotel to raise money
for the purchase of infantile paralysis
tanks recently
Hospital.

donated

Present Racing, Chain Tax
Bills as Revenue Sources
Madison, Wis. — Merrily the efforts of
legislators to raise necessary money for

continue use of the sign until council
tion has been taken.

the operation of the state government continues with the latest a bill by Assemblyman James S. Mace, Superior, which would

Governor Signs Measure
Confining Picketing

legalize
horse
ting.

racing

and

pari-mutuel

bet-

to the Children’s

Robert V. Hall, “one-man band” of Pond
du Lac, has received a tentative offer from
Bob Ripley to appear on the latter’s “Believe It or Not” broadcast. Hall directed
orchestras in local theatre for many years.

Rinlo jr., son of Rinlo, successor to RinTin-Tin, motion picture dog star, who is
making a 10 -week vaudeville tour with his
master, V. C. Browning of Hollywood,
Cal., was a recent Fond du Lac visitor.
Mrs. A. R. Baker, operator of a Bingo
game at Richwood, was recently fined $50

Another feature of this measure, designed to raise $73,000,000 a year, provides
for a chain theatre tax ranging from $5
to $100 per unit and from two cents to 30
cents per seat, depending upon the size of
the chain.
This seat levy is higher than the present
bill now pending in both houses, which
would tax theatres from one to 15 cents
per seat, depending upon the number of
houses in the circuit. The occupational
tax per unit in both bills is similar.

Madison
Action

Council

Against

Jeffris Theatre at Janesville featured
a special April Fool midnight show on April

an

like a

New

Rivoli Theatre at Cedarburg is conducting Quiz Nite on Tuesdays with persons
submitting questions used and present in
the theatre, receiving awards.

Merchants

Tie In With

ordinance prohibiting
atre canopies.
The

restriction

signs above

is said to have

the-

been

a

part of the canopy ordinance since 1929,
but it has not been enforced. Recently
all theatres were notified that the signs
be removed. It was charged that a temporary sign originally on the Capitol Theatre canopy was made permanent by
Benjii and not taken down in compliance
with the order.
The

theatre

Motion Picture Projectionists’ Union (AFL)
of the Goetz and Chalet theatres here.
The measure defines a labor dispute as
a controversy between an employer and a
majority of his employes in a collective
bargaining unit, and prohibits picketing
of places of business unless such a dispute
exists.
Picketing of the theatre started when
the union contended that a union projectionist was discharged and an unaffiliated operator hired after C. J. Goetz
had taken over the Chalet.

Bank Night as Played in Racine
Occasions Lottery Charge

Madison, Wis. — The common
council
here has voted a delay in court action
against Edward Benjii, manager of the
Capitol Theatre, for alleged violation of

“Just

Monroe, Wis. — Signing of the Catlin Bill
by Gov. Julius P. Heil was responsible for
the discontinuance of picketing by the

Defers

Benjii

and costs in Justice Allen Paneitti’s court
in Juneau. She entered a plea of guilty
to operating a gambling device.

1. Advertising stated,
Year’s Eve show.”

ac-

has

been

ordered

to dis-

Racine, Wis. — A warrant has been issued here for Don Nichols, manager of
Warner’s Venetian Theatre, charging him
with operating a lottery in connection
with Bank Night. Nichols was released
under $250 bond with a preliminary hearing set for April 11.
Nichols’ arrest followed a police raid on
the theatre with a search warrant sworn
out by Mrs. Hannah Rasmussen, a house
wife, who charged the theatre management
had refused to let her sign a proxy card
unless she pm-chased a ticket.
In the raid, police seized 38,000 registration cards, proxy cards and other Bank
Night paraphernalia.

Rio at Appleton, Wis.
Appleton, Wis. — The Rio Theatre here
opened its spring parade of hits April
1 with “The Little Princess.” Promotion
included a four-page newspaper section
and tieups with merchants in which 100
free theatre tickets were given to those
identifying partial photos of film stars
appearing in the advertisements of the
various stores in the special section. In
addition, 1,000 photos of Shirley Temple
were distributed free at cooperating stores.

Sheboygan Theatre Effects
Cooperative Advertising

Boiler Explosion Causes
Loss in Wilmington

Farmer City Theatre
Accorded Biography

Wilmington, III. — The Wilton Theatre
here was damaged recently to the extent
of about $5,000 when the boiler of the
heating plant exploded. About 500 persons
in the theatre at the time filed out safely
without injury to anyone, when George

Farmer City, III. — The Farmer City
Journal recently ran a feature story on the
celebration of the 25th anniversary of the

Woodruff, manager, calmed the audience’s
fears of fire by explaining immediately
that the cloudy mists were steam and not
smoke.

The five-cent house was opened in 1914
by Kendall, and progressed enough so that
two machines were in operation by 1917.

The

house is operated
derson circuit.

by the F. W.

An-

store’s advertisement and the contest was
open to all children under 12. The best
50 entrants were given tickets to the Sheboygan and the film was given an additional plug when the department store displayed the photos of the winners in its
window.

McDonald

Builds in Mondovi

Mondovi, Wis. — A 400-seat
torium and balcony, is being
by Frank McDonald.
BOXOFFICE

:: April

8, 1939

house, audierected here

Miss Lucile Forbes Takes
Over Cosmo at Merrill
Merrill, Wis. — Miss Lucile
has taken over operation of
Theatre here, is said to be the
exhibitor in Wisconsin. She

Forbes, who
the Cosmo
only woman
comes here

from

Prairie du Sac, Wis., where she managed the Bonham Theatre there. She owns
not only the Cosmo Theatre here but the
apartment and store buildings
tire theatre block.

The house, first called "The Scenic,” was
renamed to its present one, the Kendall.
The story also listed many young men
and women who began working in life

Sheboygan, Wis. — A local dry goods company tied up with the Sheboygan Theatre
on the showing of “The Little Princess” by
sponsoring a color contest. Photo of Shirley Temple for coloring was run in the

opening of the first “nickelodeon” in Farmer City by Mr. and Mrs. John T. Kendall, who still operate a theatre here.

in the en-

Miss Forbes began in Rockford in 1927
as an usher and relief projectionist.

by
tre. doing odd jobs about

the Kendall

Thea-

Maxwell Will Operate
Galva, 111., House
Galva, III. — G. Wayne Maxwell, son-inlaw of J. A. Weece, former owner, has taken over operation of the Galva Theatre
here. Weece is not severing his connctions
entirely with the theatre, as he will continue buying for the house, as well as the
theatre in Farmington, in which he owns a
controlling interest.

't Die
Wonms
SaysU.YenS. Fil
For

Civic Theatre Annual Ball
Proves Successful Event
Indianapolis — There was no April fooling about the success of the Civic Theatre’s annual ball in the Indianapolis
Athletic Club. A table of stage and
screen

Chicago — Arbitrary exclusion of American motion pictures by European dictators
and efforts to ballyhoo entertainment
media more in sympathy with their political philosophy, cannot stifle the desire of
totalitarian peoples to see Hollywood
product, Leo Brandfeld, former general
sales manager for 20th Century-Fox in
Czechoslovakia, who attended the company convention here last week, tells Boxoffice.
He said the popularity of American
product

continues

in the

fringe

of Ger-

many’s march to the east despite pressure
against it, and predicted that it will become increasingly difficult for dictators to
withhold Hollywood fare from their
people.
Brandfeld said that during the first two
months of 1939 when Czechoslovakia was

make

luminaries combined with the infectious gayety of the evening, helped to
it one of the pleasantest parties in

the theatre’s long career as host.
An unexpected surprise was the arrival
of John Boles, screen star, who was making a personal appearance at the Circle
Theatre, and Joe Rines, director of the
St. Regis hotel orchestra in New York,
which is accompanying Boles on his tour.
Hoagy Carmichael, honor guest of the
evening, sat at the table with Boles as did
Miss

Deanne Janis, soloist
chestra, who was formerly
in Chicago. Carmichael
guests by playing several

with Rines’ orwith Hal Kemp
entertained the
piano selections.

of this year’s
compared with

National. He was forced to flee Germany
in 1933 and went to Vienna, where he engaged in the exporting of Austrian films.
When Hitler took over, he fled to Paris,
and afterwards came to New York, joining 20th Century-Fox.
Both men speak several languages, including English, fluently.
Both are now to begin a three-months’
Spanish language course and will soon
leave for new lives and new worlds under
the

banner of 20th Century-Fox. Brandfeld will go to Central America and
Rosenfeld to South America in the company’s foreign department.

Jefferson City — The Paramount Film
Distributing Corp., 100 West 10th St., Wilmington, Del., has been authorized to

42

the good-

Burhorn

manages

the

Gayety

Theatre,

an I-I unit in South Chicago, “a steel
district that houses people so varied there
are 62 dialects represented.” He operates
last run, and on a single-feature policy.
Tire other houses in his area run duals.
Among those at the banquet were: Jack
Osserman, RKO
branch manager; Jim
Donahue, Paramount branch manager;

Albertson, Indiana Harbor; Rex
liams, Whiting; Henry Thompkins,

WilEast

Carnegie Steel and other steel corporations; civic and industrial leaders of the
South Chicago district, and officers of the
South Chicago Chamber of Commerce.

Essaness

Exhibitors, meet

Dean

fice field representative

Hall, Boxoffor the state

of Indiana. Trade news and trade service are his specialties, so have your
news items ready when he calls.

" Sneak Previews," Stage
Show Good in Chicago
Chicago — The Chicago Theatre’s “Sneak
Previews” and a stageshow on Thursday
nights continue to draw crowds.
The latest was 20th-Fox’s “The Story of
Alexander Graham Bell,” which was previewed at the same time the film company’s salesmen saw it at the theatre. That
the B&K ads carried that "Hollywood studio executives are here to see it,”
in announcing the sneak preview, without,
of course, naming the film. As a result,
the theatre was filled, with the mezzanine
night

for 20th-Fox

corpora-

New

450-Seater

men

Turn

Chicago — Essaness defeated Republic
twice in the Film Bowling League, with
Bergaman of Essaness bowling a 617 to
take the individual lead from Jack Kirsch
of Republic by one pin. The final week
will determine the individual champ of
the league.
In the other games, Universal took two
from Film Carriers, Paramount won a pair
from National Screen and 20th CenturyFox finally defeated Photoplay twice, winning one by two pins and the second time
by four pins.
National Screen challenged Film Carriers to a special match Friday night. Each
team put up $15 with the winner taking
the pot, total pins rolled in the three
games to decide the winner.

New

Photo Nite Jobs

only.

Under

Way

Fairfield, III. — The theatre firm of Pitner and Barnes is building a new 450seat theatre here at an estimated cost of
$25,000.

Bowlers

Back Republic Team

Field Contact —

Qualifies in Missouri

as a foreign

him

Chicago; A1 Raymer, booker for the circuit; Jack Rose, Alex Manta, Jim Chrissis, of the Circuit; R. O. Farrell; Pete
Loomis and William Loomis of the Gayety
Theatre Bldg.; numerous executives of the

reserved

in Missouri

made

with

20th-Fox nine of those years, Brandfeld
was forced to flee Czechoslovakia — where
his family lived for over 300 years — with
his wife. His sisters and brothers were
forced to remain there.
Herman Rosenfeld, a native of Vienna,
who has been here seven months, was in
the film business for 22 years in Germany, formerly with National Films, A. G.,
which distributed Paramount product.
Later he went with United Artists as German general sales head, then with First

operate
tion.

have

will ambassador of South Chicago,” John
Burhorn was honored at a banquet by the
South Chicago Chamber of Commerce and
the Indiana-Illinois theatre circuit.

Jack

of good product/’
Brandfeld said that after Munich about
400 theatres, formerly served out of
Prague, were lost to Czech trade and taken
over by Germany.
Brandfeld has been here since late
February.
11 years, and

his cooperation

Warner Bros. Theatres; L. F. Gran, Standard Theatres, Milwaukee; Milt Ellis, Beloit, Wis.; the following Indiana-Hlinois
managers: Roy Hansen, Goshen, Ind.; Sid
Holland, Elkhart; Art Wartha, LaPorte;

last year’s figures, although the number of
the population has been cut by one-third
(after the Munich Pact) . . . This fact
further shows that, stronger than any
political or economic trend, is the strength

In the film business

Chicago — Because “his ingenuity, willingness to work for the community, and

Irving Schlank, UA manager; Jack Shumow, M-G-M
sales manager; Vic Burnstein, Grand National; Tom
Flannery,
Whiteway Sign Service; Jimmy Coston,

under severe tension, the public’s demands
for American pictures increased. Referring directly to 20th Century-Fox business
during that period, he said:
“The first two months
business shown an increase

South Chicago C. C.
Honors Burhorn

Robinson, III. — Russell and Clark Armentrout have installed Photo Nite machines in their Clark Theatre at Louisiana
and Grand in Shelbina, both in Missouri,
according to Chas. E. Jones of the Photo
Nite Syndicate here. The machine is an
automatic camera device.
BOXOFFICE
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Puts Ping-Pong Table in
Mezzanine of Sheridan
Chicago — As an added ballyhoo and
customer-getting stunt, Herb Elisburg,
Essaness district manager, and manager of
the Sheridan Theatre, has installed a
ping-pong table on the mezzanine
the theatre.

foyer of

Patrons register in the manager’s office
and are permitted 15 -minute periods at
the game if there are others waiting. They
sign for paddles and ping-pong balls, and
are put on their honor to return them.
Thus far, no paddles or balls have been
taken by patrons.

Mae Tinee Lists Her 10
Best Films in March
Chicago — Ten

films were

included

in the

list included M-G-M’s “Let Freedom Ring” and “Four Girls in White;”
RKO’s “Love Affair,” 20th Century-Fox’s
“The Little Princess,” GB’s “Pagliacci,”
Paramount’s “Midnight,” Warner’s “Wings
of the Navy” and “The Oklahoma Kid,”
Tri-National’s “Peg of Old Drury,” and
the French-produced “Abused Confidence.”

of

Story

of

The preview, planned by RKO’s division
manager here, Tom Gorman, who also
handles publicity for the Palace, got
plenty of society page space in the dailies.
Dinner parties were held prior to the
screening. The picture opened Friday at
the Palace.

RKO Promotes Four
At Muncie, Ind.

years

Managing the Capitol now is James
Prendergast, and in his place at the Grand
is Roy Ferdon.

After Fire

Marion, Ind. — Closed 55 days following
a fire which gutted the inside of the
structure, the completely rebuilt Lyric
Theatre here has been reopened. The
house is operated jointly by Great States
and Gregory Brothers.

Seats for Bremen

Bremen, Ind. — New seats have been installed by Manager Loren Waltz in the
Bremen Theatre here.
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the

back
A

program

designed

over

station

WLS,

Chief;

birthday the last day of the company’s
convention here — April 1. And no April
Fool gags either.

April 29.
B&K

suggests

now

A

Walt Disney, going east on business, and Binnie Barnes, back to Hollywood on the Chief, after a Cuban vaca-

“The Story of Alexander Graham Bell”
opens April 14 at the Chicago Theatre.

Julian King of Denver has been transferred to the Chicago exchange by M-G-M
as salesman. King succeeds Ted Mendelssohn, who recently resigned to join Warner Bros.

that

Savage has had his appendix removed, there are enough appendicitis vic-

TRADE

pulled a real April Fool gag

The side-walls are going up on the new
6.
exchange
building of 2bth Century-Fox . . .
Ted Meyers, Universal city salesman, celebrated his 25 th year on Wabash Ave. April

Jerry Shurley, assistant manager at the
Blackstone Hotel, greeter of the film stars
who stop over in Chicago, takes the leap
into matrimony on Saturday morning,

at

M-G-M

Hollywood vacation; the “Dodge City”
special caravan of New York and Warner
home office executives, both coming and
going to the premiere in the Kansas town;
Lawrence Tibbett, coast-bound on the
Santa Fe Super-Chief ; Charles Boyer, arriving on the Chief, going eastivard; Judy
Garland, east for a vacation, and due back
through here Monday, going home on the

Chicago,

primarily to develop film possibilities, has been started by Earl Kurtz,

Burne

the

Others here and away during the week:
George Arliss and his wife, returning to
England, eri route to New York after a

Amkino’s biggest picture to date, “Alexander Nevsky,” is now running at the Sonotone Theatre. It was produced by Sergei
Eisenstein.

Al

since

in the flesh. He had writer’s cramp from
autographing so many pictures for the exchange employes and then left on his trip
eastward.

Crest

manager of the theatre. It is called “Home
Town,” and Kurtz’s plan is to eventually
make a series with the same title.

Jimmy

territory

they would like to meet Robert Montgomery in person. All took it as an April
Fool joke, and Bishop left, only to return
a couple minutes later with Montgomery

ago as the Fullerton Theatre, converted into a garage, and now converted
to a theatre.

Muncie, Ind. — Recent promotions in
RKO ranks here have moved Joseph Goetz
up to assistant RKO
division manager,
and Norman Linz, former manager of the
Capitol, to the helm of the Paramount
and Orpheum theatres.

BOXOFFICE

opened

and

how

tion.

screening,
sponsored by Irene Castle McLaughlin
who was there to greet the guests, was
held Wednesday night at the Drake Hotel

New

Bill Bishop

Charles E. McCarthy, 20 th Century-Fox
advertising and publicity director, had a

"Castles" in Chicago
Chicago — A special society

Reopens

has

Burne

on the M-G-M Club. Stopping at the exchange in the afternoon, he asked them

Theatre, 600-seat house, at 2424 Lincoln
Ave. The house was operated about 15

The

in the grand ballroom of “The
Vernon and Irene Castle.”

around the
convention.

stand of Northwestern University's Dyche
Stadium here . . . Tony Martin, 20 th Century-Fox star, is reported going into the
Bon Air Country Club this summer.
Abrahams

besides

Savage are Joe Kaufman, Gertrude Studdert, Joe Stout and Vic Pelesic . . . Jack
Flynn is here this week on his first swing

A $20,000 outdoor theatre is being constructed over the center section of the west

Sam

“best of the month” group for March by
the Chicago Tribune’s critic, Mae Tinee.

A Society Screening

tims for a club. Others

and his wife, the forN
GOLDSO
mer Ruth Ann Levin, are honeymooning in San Francisco, after their marriage
last Sunday at the Beldon-Stratford Hotel
here. Goldson, who is the Plaza Theatre
manager, is the son of Harry Goldson,
owner of the Plaza, Gold Coast and Ideal
theatres.
j^L
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Ky„ theatre operator, is reported recovering from a slight attack of flu.

pRANK
SANDERS
and son, Frank jr„
recently spent several days in St. Louis.
R. R. Bair and family have returned from
a midwinter vacation in Florida.

The Indianapolis theatre owners are cooperating with the church federation
through the showing at no charge of special trailers to promote attendance at Good
Friday services throughout the city.
It is reported along the Row that C. C.
Wallace, formerly salesman for RKO and
more recently connected with Oscar Kuschner, has taken over the operation of the
Pix Theatre in Thorntown, Ind., which has
been closed for some time. The Thorntown
house was formerly operated by W. W.
Allen.

Theatrical Managers, Inc., have added
the Starrette Theatre, Newcastle, to their
list of Indiana houses. The house has been
operated by James Greer for over ten years.
Theatrical Managers now operate all the
theatres in Newcastle.
Ralph

Waldo has tinned over the operation of the Lyric Theatre in Waterloo,
Ind., to A. W. Hoik.

Mailers Bros, have acquired the Riley
and Jefferson Theatres in Fort Wayne
from the Quimby Theatre circuit. The
Mailers circuit also operates the Family
in Fort Wayne, and theatres in Warsaw,
Portland, Tipton and Bluffton. Several
months ago the Quimby circuit took over
the operation of the Riley Theatre but it
has been again turned over to Mailers.
Indianapolis theatre owners are confronted again this year by the Roller Derby
now going on in the Butler Field House of
Butler University. Seating capacity for
the Field House is approximately 15,000
and it is reported they skate to a full house
each night. Last Year this Derby was
alleged to have taken approximately $120,000 in their eight weeks’

stand.

Gov. M. Clifford Townsend issued an official greeting to welcome Hoagy Carmichael when he made his stage debut at
the Lyric Theatre here. Carmichael, at
present under contract to Paramount studios in Hollywood and also writing songs
for a new Broadway musical, will stay with
his parents who are residents of Indianapolis.
Mrs. Harry Vonderschmitt, operator of
the Wilds Theatre, Noblesville, will take
time out to return to her home in Bloomington in order to take in the personal
appearance of Jeanette MacDonald, famous screen star. Miss MacDonald will
be in Bloomington for three days and then
will continue on her tour.

Alfred Ackerman and Marc Gates, who
recently acquired the Tacoma Theatre
here from Charles Tamler, have announced
plans for extensive remodeling and the
—
— installation of new equipment.
The 20th Century-Fox salesmen headed
by George Landis, local branch manager,
attended

the

company’s
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convention
3823
926

320

Chicago at the
and Saturday.

Congress

Hotel,

Albert Thompson, operator of the Ritz
and Park theatres in North Vernon, has
acquired the State in Crothersville, Ind.,
from E. Briner.

Friday

Erwin Frederick, Chicago, was a
at Joe Goldberg, Inc., theatrical
house. Frederick designed the Cine
tre, Linton, Ind., for Sherer Bros.,
now remodeling the Grand Opera
there.

caller
supply
Theaand is
house

G.

There was much rejoicing at Universal
exchange Saturday over the good news

The Variety Club was the scene of a
gay farewell party Monday night for Sam
Gardner, M-G-M salesman, who has been
sent to Portland, Ore., to assume charge
of the exchange there. He was presented
with a portable radio by members of the
club.

Along

Filmrow:

F. D. Nessel,

Up

929 — Arizona

and

Fight — R

Reckley, Greencastle; John
cago; Nick Paikos, Tipton.

OF

Doerr,

MAY

territory, are announced

this week

7
72-RKO
73-Para

Beery, F. Rice, H. Broderick

Wildcat — J. Withers, L. Carrillo, P. Moore,

97-M-G-M

H. Wilcoxon

70-20th-Fox

9013 — Lady and the Mob — F. Bainter, I. Lupino, H. Armetta, L. Bowman
864 — Red River Range — John Wayne, Three Mesquiteers
3829 — Wanted by Scotland Yard — Betty Lynne, J. Stevenson
— Family Next Door — J. Hodges, H. Herbert, J. Quigley, E, Quillan
WEEK OF MAY 14

66-Col
56-Rep
62-Mono
Univ

844 — Fisherman's Wharf — B. Breen, L. Carrillo, L. Patrick (Old)
3826 — Cafe Society — F. MacMurray, M. Carroll, S. Ross, C. Gillingwater

71-RKO
84-Para

— Stagecoach — C. Trevor, J. 'Wayne, A. Devine, J. Ccrrradine, G. Bancroft
9029 — My Son Is a Criminal — A. Baxter, J. Wells, G. Oliver, J. King
3037 — Mystery of the White Room — B. Cabot, H. Mack, C. Worth, J. Woodbury
— Street of Missing Men — C. Bickford, H- Carey, M. Todd, N. Bryant
— High School Girl — Cecilia Parker (Reissue)
3864 — Man From Texas — Tex Ritter Western
WEEK OF MAY 21
918 —
3825 —
923 —
931 —
357 —
9025 —

96-UA
59-Col
58-Univ
66-Rep
60-Mono
53-Mono

The Saint Strikes Back — G. Sanders, W. Barrie, N. Hamilton, J. Hale
64-RKO
. . . one third of a nation . . . — S. Sidney, L. Erickson, M. Hutchinson
75-Para
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn — M. Rooney, W. Connelly, W. Frawley
91-M-G-M
Pardon Our Nerve — L. Bari, M. Whalen, J- Gale, G. Williams, F. Bond ... 68-20th-Fox
Yes, My Darling Daughter — P. Lane, J, Lynn, Roland Young, F. Bainter
73-FN
North of the Yukon — C. Starrett, L. Winters, B Nolan
63-Col

3005 — You Can't Cheat an Honest Man — W. C. Fields, Bergen
854 — Frontier Pony Express — Roy Rogers, M. Hart, R. Hatton

<S McCarthy

78-Univ
57-Rep

Twelve Crowded Hours — R. Dix, L. Ball, J. Arledge, A. Lane, D. Lee
Midnight — C. Colbert, D- Ameche, J. Barrymore, M. Astor, F. Lederer
Inside Story — M. Whalen, J. Rogers, C Chandler
Wings of the Navy — G. Brent, O. DeHavilland, J. Payne, F. McHugh
Let Us Live — H. Fonda, M. O'Sullivan, R. Bellamy, A. Baxter
Spirit of Culver — J. Cooper, F Bartholomew, A, Devine, H. Hull
Honor of the West — Bob Baker, M. Bell
Hearts in Bondage — J. Dunn, M. Clark, F- Leiber, C. Henry (Reissue)
Mystery of Mr. Wong — Boris Karloff, G. Withers, D. Tree
Hidden Valley — Bob Steele

69-RKO
94-Para
60-20th-Fox
91-WB
68-Col
91-Univ
58-Univ
70-Rep
67-Mono
60-Mono

WEEK
917 —
3828 —
934 —
309 —
9007 —
3014 —
3055 —
—
3806 —
—

Chi-

Releases

in the Chicago

Taylor, W.

divihere
local

manager

919 — Flying Irishman — Douglas Corrigan, Paul Kelly, R. Armstrong
385G — The Frontiersman — Wm. Boyd, G Hayes, R. Hayden
918 — Stand

ex-

Ellis, Greenfield; Joe Schilling, Connersville; Bob Hudson, Richmond; Harold

May
WEEK

new

of the State, operated by the Gregory circuit, Anderson, Ind.; C. W. Jeffries, Terre
Haute; Harry Van Noy, Anderson; George
and James Heliotes, Ft. Wayne; H. T.

Ralph Waldo has sold his Lyric Theatre, Waterloo, Ind., to W. R. Hough, who
has changed the name to the Waterloo.
Some changes and remodeling will be
done . . . W . C . Horsefield, Morganfield,

Chicago — Releases for May

Universal’s

Henry Herbel, Warner’s new district
manager, was here Tuesday and Wednesday for a sales conference. Herbel is a native of the Hoosier state and began his
motion picture career here 20 years ago.

The Fox Theatre here closed Sunday
. . . R. R. Bair and wife have returned
from Miami, Fla., after a short vacation.

as follows:

Craddock,

Ben Kalmenson, Warner western
sion sales manager, spent Wednesday
in conference with Fred Greenberg,
branch manager.

that the Indianapolis branch is still leading in the Bill Heineman Playdate Drive.

Chicago

C.

change manager, who returned to Portland, Ore., his former post, last week for
his wife and family, was entertained there
by exhibitors and exchange managers at a
farewell dinner. He is expected back here
in a few days.

OF

MAY

28

in

Person
s in
Hiding
— L. O
Let F
verma
reed
n,
o
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ST. LOUIS

Ansells, F-M Joint
Booking Pact Ends

(Continued
tributors.
March 31.

St. Louis — Ansell Bros, and the Panchon & Marco interests have come to a
parting

of the ways. It has been announced officially that effective on May
29 the joint booking and management
arrangements in regards to the Ritz,
Shenandoah, Tivoli and Varsity will come
to an end.
The contract between Ansell Bros, and
the St. Louis Amusement Co., subsidiary
of Fanchon & Marco, carried an eightweeks’ cancellation clause. The amicable
agreement to go their separate ways was
reached early this week.
Harry C. Arthur jr., head of the Fanchon & Marco interests here, in confirming the report that the separation would
take place on May 29 said that it was a
friendly arrangement, both sides feeling
that perhaps their own interests would be
best served if they terminated the management and booking agreement.
The Ritz on South Grand Blvd., St.
Louis, and the Varsity in University City,
a local suburb, will return to the exclusive management of the Ansells, who also
have the Empress. The Shenandoah and
Tivoli will continue as part of the St.
Louis

Amusement’s

fleet.

JLS Oriental Resumes
Single Feature Policy
Chicago — The

Oriental

Theatre

went

to

single features this week, RKO’s “Boy
Slaves,” coupling with it a unit show, featuring Lou Breese and his Chez Paree
Orchestra, Stephin Fetchit and Armida.
The admission-top remains
Saturdays and Sundays.

at 55 cents on

It’s understood Jones,
Schaefer plans a shifting
house on duals and single
pending upon the calibre of
and flesh shows available.

Linick and
scale at the
features, defilm product

Warm Weather and Holy
Week Hurt in Chicago
Chicago — The warm weather coupled
with Holy Week caused business to drop
off a little over the weekend and during
the week.
However, good product in the loop and
neighborhood houses kept the average up
better than usual at this time of the year.

Plan in Warsaw
Warsaw, Ind. — Plans for construction of
a $100,000 house have been announced by
Mailers Brothers. The structure is expected to be ready for occupancy about
July 1.

Prohibition

Era Story

Hollywood — “The World Moves On,” a
story of the prohibition era, is being adapted by Earl Baldwin and Frank Donaghue
for Warner Bros.
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He

from

page

40)

departed

for

Chicago

Exclusive Clause a
on

Tommy James expects to award contracts soon on the new 1,000-seat motion
picture theatre and store building he plans
to erect at Sarah St. and Finney Ave.
Bids were opened during the past week.

Complaint Cause

It will cost about $150,000 with equipment . . . Mrs. George Karsch of the Leadbelt Amusement
Co. contemplates a

St. Louis — The new trade practice draft
as proposed by the major producers and
distributors was discussed at a meeting
of St. Louis exhibitors held at the Fox
screening room Monday.

month’s vacation in either Wisconsin or
the Rocky Mountain regions before the
new buying season opens. Her husband
is recovering from a recent attack of the
flu that kept him at home for several days.

The general consensus seemed to be that
it may be a start toward better conditions
but that there are some phases that need
clarification and ironing out for the protection of the smaller exhibitors.

The

The principal point of objection was
that the exhibitor must exercise his exclusion privileges within 14 days after the
first run exhibition in his town or city
has come to a close. It was brought out
in the discussions that many of the smaller
exhibitors do not sign their film contracts
until after the pictures have been shown
first run, and that so far as they are concerned the new 20 per cent exclusion
clause is meaningless.

company operates theatres in Farmington, Ironton, Leadwood, Bismarck, Elvins. Flat River, Desloge and Bonne Terre,
Mo. . . . Paul Musser of Casey, 111., who
operates a portable circuit that serves a
number of Illinois communities, has gone
to Florida for his annual vacation.
A strike of six union electricians and
two laborers employed in connection with
the $200,000 improvement program for the
Municipal Theatre in Forest Park has
been settled and the men returned to work
on April 3. The men walked out because
the contractor has purchased electrical
fixtures from the Edwin F. Guth Co., at
whose plant union electricians have been
on strike for about six weeks. George L.
Gamp, president of the Gamp
Electric
ivhich has the electrical contract for the
theatre work, said the dispute had been
settled satisfactorily . This was confirmed
by Harry Brady, business agent for Local
No. 1 of the International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers. Neither would state
the terms of settlement.
Earl Reflow is negotiating for a lease
on Walsh Stadium to conduct midget auto
races there this summer . . . Fairmount
Jockey Club will ask the Illinois Racing
Commission for a permit for 60 days of
operation this year. It will be divided into
a 39-day spring meet and a 21-day fall
meet. The plant is about ten miles from
the downtown section of St. Louis and has
a

big play

from

2:30 and 4:30 p.m. . . . “Golgotha,” an alltalking musical version of the story of the
last days on earth of Jesus Christ, was
shown at the North Side Y. M. C. A., 3108
North Grand Blvd., the night of April 3,
under the auspices of the “Y’s” Men’s
Club . . . The motion picture, “The King
of King’s,” a Cecil B. DeMille production,
was shown free every morning from April
3-8 at the Missouri Theatre, under the
auspices of the St. Louis Protestant
Churches cooperating with
tan Church Federation.

Holds

Lee

the Metropoli-

He said that the new proposed code as
a whole was a start in the right direction,
but needs strengthening in several spots.
Some of the local exhibitors feel that
in view of the restrictions placed on their
exclusion privileges they are not much
better off than they were with the old 10
per cent clause in operation. They would
in re-

Name Mike Godshaw NSS
Salesman in Chicago
Chicago

— Mike

Godshaw,

well-known

on Chicago’s Filmrow and formerly with
Universal and other major exchanges, has
been

named city salesman here for National Screen Service, Jack McPherson,
district manager, announces. Godshaw
succeeds Dick Sachsel, resigned.
In St. Louis, William V. Mack, former
GB district manager in the middle west,
has been named city salesman under Herb
Washburn, manager, succeeding Jack
Harris, resigned.

Tracy

Hollywood — Lee Tracy has been held
for two more picture assignments by RKO
Radio.

Hoesel

Fred Wehrenberg, president of the
MPTO of St. Louis, E. Mo. and S. 111., suggests that the exhibitor should have the
right to exercise the exclusion privileges
up to 20 per cent of his film commitments
provided that he does so within 14 days
after the pictures become available for exhibition in his theatre.

also like to have a stronger clause
gard to designated playdates.

here.

The French film, “The Pearls of the
Crown,” opened a four-day run at the
S’Renco Screening Room on April 2. Two
shows were given nightly and matinees at

RKO

In regards to designated or preferred
playdates the view was expressed by some
of the exhibitors that in the last analysis
the exhibitor would be forced to do exactly what the distributor wants in that
respect when he books percentage pictures.

Sells at Culver

Culver, Ind. — Evert Hoesel has sold his
Palms to Seto Heaton of Elwood, Pa.

B&K Employes'
Raffle
Employes
Club

Chicago — The B&K
conducting a raffle

with

the

two

is
top

awards $350 all-expense trips to the San
Francisco Fair and a visit in the Hollywood studios. Other awards are five radios, a cruise to Bermuda and stop-over
at the world’s fair, and cash prizes.

45

Free Recreation

With Preview Over , Rave
Reviews Are in Order
Chicago — Among the inter-departmental
notes this week at B&K came the following:
To: W. K. Hollander.
From: Ed Seguin.
Subject: Opening of the week.
Test: Most successful opening of the
week, report your B&K publicists, occurred
at Michael Reese Hospital the other night
when diminutive Jimmy Savage played the
star role in a thrilling appendectomy.
Savage, flip sage of the B&K gang who
keeps his colleagues in stitches most of the
time, is said to be doing nicely in stitches
himself. But what an opening! Flood
lights, crowds and press agents Archie Herzoff, Eddie Levin, Eddie Solomon and
Eddie Seguin all were on hand to give
Savage every fanfare.
Running time: One hour, 45 minutes.
Audience reaction: Enthusiastic!
Sidelight: Jimmy, who used to write all
B&K organ solos, is said to have popped
out of the teher, after losing his appendix,
singing: “I can do without
Of course, I can . . . etc.”

Dismantle

you

very well!

Super- Attraction
Duals Okay
Chicago — Elmer

Balaban

MacDonald

rect “They Asked for It,” a
production, at Universal.

How

be

against double features, but that didn't
prevent Mother Nature and his wife
from
now

double-crossing him. For Elmer
is the proud papa of two twin

baby girls.
Mother, twins,
are

doing

and,

of course,

for boys from 8 to 18 years old. Vogel offers all the facilities of the recreation hall
free to anyone in the neighborhood of
those ages. He has paid attendants supervising play and game periods.

pop,

well.

Silver Anniversary
Racine,

Wis. — Don

Nichols,

Warner’s Venetian, and Mrs.
cently celebrated their silver
niversary. In their honor,
friends associated with them
atre gathered at the home of

manager

Chicago and Boston Ross
Federal Men Shifted

of

Nichols rewedding ana group of
in the theHarvey Kny,

New York — Ross Federal personnel
changes have Harold Anderson, formerly
assistant manager in Chicago, succeeding
Norman Brennan who resigned because of
pressure of personal affairs. Stewart C.
Martin of Boston moves over to Chicago

manager of Warner’s Rialto, and Mrs. Kny,
to join in celebrating the occasion.

Hassberg

to fill Anderson’s spot.
For Baltimore, William A. Warner
pointed assistant branch manager.

Renovating

Algoma, Wis. — Louis Hassberg, operator
of the Majestic Theatre here for the past

Exchange

will di-

Max

Golden

New

an 850-seat theatre. The remodeling will
include construction of a new front, marquee and lobby.

Purchase
to MacDonald

Hollywood — Frank

may

Oh-Gee

motion

York — So

is ap-

Name

Changed

as not

to conflict with

the name of its producing company, Imperial Pictures, the distributing company
of the same name has been changed to
Cardinal Pictures.

Assign

Edwardsville, III. — Jim Serra of
Springfield and Virgil Merritt of Taylorsville, 111., have purchased the Oh-Gee
Theatre here.

to operate

by Exhibitor

South Bend, Ind. — Goodwill is being
gained by Joseph Vogel, operator of the
River Park Theatre here, through a recreation hall he has opened six blocks from
his theatre. The building contains equipment for various types of games and is

16 years, has started work on the remodeling of the house and enlarging it into

Hotel

Fowler, Ind. — Dismantling of the east
wing of the old Fowler Hotel has been
started to make room for the new theatre
being erected here by Dick Vlastos.

Meg

Opened

Hall

Richard

Wallace

Hollywood — First assignment for Richard Wallace at Universal since he signed
his producer-director ticket will be “Victoria Docks at Eight,” a mystery story.

picture theatres

profitably
Here is a new book full of HOW TO DO IT information, written by a man
who believes that the first objective of theatre management is to make money.
In this book he covers motion picture theatre management from A to Z,
giving the best results of years of experience as a guide in establishing
successful policies, building profitable business, and efficiently operating any
size theatre.

The Management of
Motion Picture Theatres
By FRANK

Get

This Great

Management!

Aid

GET

to Theatre

H. RICKETSON,

Jr.

President, Fox Inter-Mountain Theatres, Inc.

IT TODAY!!
Send check or money

375 pages* 6x9, illustrated. $3.50
order to

ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS, 4704 East Ninth Street, Kansas City, Missouri
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Allied Mag Quench Allied Divorcement Hands-Off
"One-Man Revolt" Policy in Minnesota Hearing
Minneapolis — What
Steffes of Northwest

President W.
Allied regards

A.
as

only a threatened “one-man revolt” within the organization is believed to have
been quelled and present indications point

Berger Takes Two;
Time to Gillman

to harmony among the territory’s independent exhibitors, paving the way for a
lovefest
15.

at

the

national

Allied

tion scheduled for Minneapolis

13-

The member in question, who threatened
to pull out and form a rival organization,
now has indicated he is prepared to make
peace and remain in line, according to film
circle reports.
The threatened “revolt” was due to the
failure of President Steffes to try to force
Bennie Berger to discontinue buying “runs”
of M-G-M pictures for his Paradise Theatre, local neighborhood house, and showing them ahead of competing independent
exhibitors at lower matinee admissions.
While Steffes is interested with Berger
in the Paradise he claims the latter is in
sole control of the theatre’s policy. Besides, Steffes takes the stand that Northwest Allied cannot dictate how exhibitors
should buy films or how much they should
pay

for them, no more than it can dictate to the distributors how they should
sell films or the prices they should charge
for product.
The one-man revolter also claimed that
Northwest Allied dues are too high because of the fights being made for national and state legislation. He argued
that the organization should confine itself
principally

to battling for lower

film rent-

als and “forget” about theatre
ment and other such legislation.

divorce-

sponsorship.
Invited

to be

present

and

pendent exhibitors’ views

convenJune

Minneapolis — President W. A. Steffes
of Northwest Allied refused to attend a
house committee hearing on the theatre
divorcement bill belatedly introduced into
the Minnesota legislature under mysterious

Minneapolis — One of the biggest theatre
deals of the year found Bennie Berger
acquiring the Riviera and State theatres,
Hastings, Minn., from Irving Gillman who,
at the same time, took over the Time
Theatre, local loop sure-seater, from Berger. More than $60,000 was involved in
the Hastings transaction.
The Time has been a thorn in Berger’s
side because of inability to obtain product.
Berger recently threatened suit against
major distributors and the Pantages and
the Seventh Street theatres, charging conspiracy to deprive him of films. Although
the Time seats only 290, Berger had been
demanding subsequent-runs day and date,
at least, with Pantages and the Seventh
Street, his proposal being to charge the
same admission. He also claimed that the
Gopher and Aster theatres were absorbing first-run product formerly obtained
by the Time.
Now

that

he has

disposed

of the Time,

Berger says there’ll be no suit as far as
he’s concerned. He points out he no longer
has

any

interest

in the

theatre’s

affairs.

Gillman

is trying to negotiate with exchanges to obtain subsequent-runs after
Pantages and the Seventh Street, but before the Palace, also a 15-cent house. He
would charge 15 cents.

state

inde-

regarding

di-

vorcement,measure
Steffes replied
interested in the
at he
this wasn’t
time and
he declined to attend the meeting.
Steffes’ action followed the organization's decision to take no part in any
fight for Minnesota theatre divorcement
for the present. The decision is believed
to have killed whatever chances, if any,
the bill had for passage.
The measure was introduced without the
knowledge of Steffes or other independent
exhibitor leaders. After repeal of the North
Dakota theatre divorcement law. Northwest Allied, which had committed itself
to a fight to put a similar bill through
the present Minnesota state legislature,
decided to hold off and
ments in other quarters.
See Three-Year

await

develop-

Wait

It was pointed out that fully three years
would elapse before theatre divorcement
could

become effective in Minnesota,
asmuch as the Minnesota Amusement

inCo.

would

be given a year of grace in disposing of its 85 theatres and at least two
years would be consumed in a court fight.
Meanwhile, it is believed that the issue
will reach the U. S. supreme court for
a decision relative to its constitutionality
much

sooner

in connection

with

the fed-

eral government’s anti-trust suit against
major distributors. Divorcement is one of
the suit’s objectives.
Two

other

bills in the Minnesota

state

legislature— both of which affect exhibitors adversely — also are believed to be
doomed to certain defeat. One would
make theatre cash gift nights illegal and
the other would establish daylight saving
time in Minnesota. The legislature is
scheduled to adjourn April 14 and too
little time remains to enact the measures,
in the opinion of theatre interests.

Anti-Ascap Bill Again
Before Missouri House
Jefferson City, Mo. — The anti-Ascap
bill has been re-introduced in the Missouri
house by Reps. Turner and Hamlin as
H. B. 704. This is the measure, based on

Getting an Upfront Look —
Getting a first-hand glimpse into the intricacies of motion picture production, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Kraus (center) chat with Jimmy Stewart (left) and
Claudette Colbert (right) on the “It’s a Wonderful World” set at M-G-M.
Kraus is city manager for the Balaban and Katz Theatres in Fargo, North
Dakota.
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MW

the Washington state law, that has Kansas-Missouri Theatres Ass’n sponsorship.
Because it is an addition to the anti-trust
laws of the state, the bill is termed a
“revision” measure, although two other
house bill previously introduced to cover
the same subject (H. B. 633 and H. B. 645)
were

disapproved by the revision committee of the two houses. Reintroduction of

the measure means that the anti-Ascap
47
matter will come up for consideration again.

Premiere Plans in
Omaha Announced
Omaha

—

Complete

program

26, at 11 a. m.

for

the

world premiere of “Union Pacific” has
been announced by Evert Cummings, director, Tri-States Theatre Corp. district
manager.
Festivities

will start

Wednesday,

April

^RI-STATES
District Manager Evert
Cummings, headed Omaha’s delegation
to Dodge City, Kas., for the world premiere of “Dodge City.” Keith Wilson,
World-Herald film critic, and Gil Doorly,
World-Herald picture editor, also made
the trip. Wilson drew a top story on the
front page of his paper Sunday in reporting of the event.

Jane

Stamm,

Brandeis Theatre
after a two-week
Cliff Norene, head
is back on duty
at home when a
had a smallpox

secretary

to

Harry

J.

Shumow, M-G-M
manager, left Tuesday
for California, where she will live. Florence Whitebrook has been upped to the
steno post.
Alice

Neal,

WB

booker,

sported

a

“Dodge City” deputy sheriff’s badge last
week . . . Will Singer, Brandeis manager,
was proud of the badge he received
through the mail.
B. A. Tomte, Paramount salesman, was
out of circulation last week due to illness
. . . Ted Emerson’s sideburns, started late,
are showing great promise, but just when
they

look like the real goods, he’s considering giving up and trimming them off.

Brandeis

Theatre

employes

a variety of mustaches

are growing

for the world

pre-

miere of “ Union Pacific” ... A splendid
contribution to an event, which will be
housed in Omaha’s other three big houses
. . . That is classified under civic pride.
Wade Knapp, Brandeis doorman, who
vacationed in Mexico last summer, is atway

tempting a piocha, which is a Mexican’s
of saying “whiskers of a goat.”

Barrett Keisling, from the M-G-M publicity department in California, was an
Omaha visitor Wednesday. Local bigwigs
were guests at a luncheon in his honor
Tuesday noon.
Filmrow visitors this week included Mr.
and Mrs. J. V. Franks, Harvard, Harvard,
Neb.; Ed Opecensky, Strand, Newman
Grove, Neb.; Charles Stuart, Mayfair,
Shenandoah, la.; Howard Federer, Nebraska Theatre Corp., Lincoln; Karl Silkebakken. Princess, Odebolt, la.
Elmer Huhnke will serve as sales manager for Monogram under Sol Francis,

48

the

opening

of an

Arrival of Union Pacific officials in the
morning and the 5:30 p. m. arrival of
Hollywood officials and actors on Thursday, April 27, will be climaxed by a big
banquet in their honor that evening.
A parade and the premiere will follow
Friday with the closing event, a costume
ball, on Saturday night.

new

franchise holder.
merly with RKO.

Huhnke

was

for-

World-Herald Film Critic Keith Wilson
came back from Dodge City with these
observations: Prettiest girl from Hollywood, not Ann Sheridan but Jane Wyman
. . . Nicest guy aboard the train, John
Garfield . . . Fellow who had the best time,
Errol

Mrs. Corrine Dwyer,
cashier, is back on duty
session with the flu . . .
shipper at Paramount,
after being quarantined
member of the family
scare.

with

early west exposition at the city auditorium followed by an unveiling of downtown
decorations in late afternoon.
New fronts on all stores in two blocks
adjoining the Omaha Theatre will have
false fronts.

Flynn . . . Most spectacular Hollywood figure, Alan Hale . . . Most charming

girl, Jean Parker . . . Most
dian Frank McHugh.
Midnight
“Barnyard

showgoers

retiring, Come-

were

Jamboree”

at

to frolic at a
the

Omaha,

Saturday night, with “Stagecoach” the
film attraction. The Union Pacific Whisker Club, 12 beards and a beauty, was another attraction. Omaha’s whisker growing colony drew free admission, but
whiskers had to be one-quarter of an inch
long, which cut out a lot of the boys.
Louise Cotter, Brandeis publicity head,
was busy last week punching up interest
in “The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle,”
which opened Thursday at the Brandeis.
Original costumes, worn by Irene Castle,
were displayed in a local department store
window. There were also tie-ins with
dancing schools. The film got additional
plugs with the organization of the Vernon and Irene Castle Foundation. Funds
will be raised to rescue dogs and establish
them in homes. Father Flanagan of Boys
Town
bers.

is one

of the

organization’s

mem-

“Easter Rhapsody” is an added attraction on the Orpheum stage this week. An
orchestra of 30 pieces with youthful Dean
Gray singing, is furnishing the music.
Warner Bros, employes are shooting the
works these days in the closing weeks of
the Sears Drive. They want some of the
prizes.

6 Governors May
Attend Premiere
Omaha — Governors from six states, Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, Wyoming, Colorado and Idaho will be invited to attend
the luncheon for distinguished guests and
visitors here for the world premiere of
“Union Pacific,” April 28.
The honored guest list may also include
Thomas Lowry, Omaha, and Robert V.
Grewell, York, Neb., who witnessed the
golden spike driving ceremony at Promontory Point in 1860.
Officers and directors of the Union Pacific railroad. Director Cecil B. DeMille,
Film Stars Barbara Stanwyck and Joel
McCrea and other Hollywood celebrities
will attend.

Many Midwest Critics to
"Union Pacific" Bow
Omaha — Many
midwest newspaper’s
film critics will be here for the world
premiere of “Union Pacific,” with reservations already made for representatives
from

Kansas

City, Des Moines

Omaha — The Omaha
World-Herald,
sponsors of three operas here last winter,
will venture further into the entertainment field here next season by presenting
four Broadway stage plays.

Midwest critics virtually sure of attending are Jack Moffitt, Kansas City Star;
Lowell Lawrance, Kansas City Journal;
Kenneth McDonald, managing editor, Des
Moines Register; Kenneth Clayton, Des
Moines Register, and Vernon Pope, Look;
Merle Potter, Minneapolis Journal.

Hollywood

Denies

By Walter

Winchell

Report

Omaha — Vigorous denials came early
this week from Hollywood after Walter
Winchell reported on his Sunday night
broadcast that Barbara Stanwyck and
Robert Taylor, the former Nebraskan,
might be married here during the world
premiere of “Union Pacific,”
Miss Stanwyck is starred.

Master Builder.”
The Paramount Theatre, if available,
will be used for all four plays.

in

which

“Taylor wouldn’t do it as a publicity
stunt for us, so why should he do it for
Paramount,”

was

the reply of one M-G-M

publicist.
Both Miss Stanwyck
here for the premiere,

and Taylor
however.

will be

Farley's Sanction on
Beard Growing
who

want

to grow

employes

beards

here

to publicize

the world premiere of "Union Pacific"
and the three-day Golden Spike Days
celebration, have the official blessing
of Postmaster
efforts.

General

Farley

in

their

Farley wired Postmaster Moorhead
here last week that any employe who
wanted

Already scheduled are “What a Life,”
“Golden Boy,” “On Borrowed Time,” and
either Ibsen’s “Hedda Gabler” or “The

Minne-

apolis.
Lucius Beebe, famed New York critic,
will attend, coming from Los Angeles on
the special train as a guest of Producer
Cecil B. DeMille.

Omaha — Postoffice

Omaha Paper Sponsoring
Four Broadway Plays

and

had

to

sprout

to the matter
are

whiskers,

not

only

his permission but his encouragement. Moorhead had inquired relative
against

as

unkempt

postoffice
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^■HIS looks like a
Nazi warning in
Czechoslovakian. Very sinister. But it
isn’t. Read it backwards and you’ll discover that the boys at Republic-Midwest
are holding their annual drive in honor
of

Bob

Withers

during

June.

“Do Not
Forget June is Bob Withers Month.”
There’s more coming, too. Every five days
exhibitors are going to get a card, but
only the first one looks like this. John
Scott is maestro-ing the campaign.
Add visitors: Frank Anderson, Kirks ville, Mo.; Wendell Lenhart, Trenton, Mo.;
Stan Schwahn, Lawrence, Kas.; Crump
Taylor, Appleton City, Mo.; H. N. Slater,
Smithville, Mo.; J. W. Grantham, Baxter
Springs, Kas.; Floyd Blanding, Kansan,
Barnard, Kas.; Oliver Williams, Civic,
Brookfield, Mo.; George Owens, Lathrop,
Mo.; H. F. Strowig, Abilene, Kas.
M. A. Otto, who operates the Lynn at
Pleasanton, Kas., was in town the other
day telling the boys at Republic-Midwest
of his visit with Smiley Burnette and
Gene Autry while in Hollywood recently.

Fox

at Oklahoma City, formerly of Kansas City, was met at the Union Station
here last week by a group of Cinema Clubbers— M. S. Anderson, Nelson Burrus,

ought to see the number of exhibitors and
exchange men that are keeping a close
and diligent check on the steam shovel
excavating the lot just east of Metro for
Universal’s new exchange building! Just

Harry

kids, that’s all.

way

The
Green

last word
of Metro

isn’t, in case
word.

we

have

is that

Eddie

still is a philatelist. Which
you

didn't know,

a fighting

Hugh Gardner has bought some new
lamps and rectifiers from Ernie Leeves
for his Orpheum at Neosho, Mo. . . . The
Fox Liberty, Sedalia, Mo., is installing
new Mirrophonic sound, handled also by
the Central Theatre Supply.
Roy Ballinger of Independence, Mo.,
bought himself a new drill press this week
and was exhibiting it along Filmrow with
a great deal of pride.
G.

Malafronte

Universal

home

office. New York, was here last week
ing with L. J. Miller.

visit-

George

of the

Friedel,

head

booker

Wheeler, Al Adler, Charley Crawford and John Scott. Friedel was on his
to the Fox convention in Chicago.

George Hayob, Marshall, Mo., was a
late-last-week visitor on Filmrow . . . Hatfield Frazee is opening a new 300-seat
show at Grandview, Mo., next week. Frazee
has been roadshowing in the town every
week for some time.
Among those who went to Dodge City
last week for the premiere were Finton
Jones, insurance man; H. F. Strowig, Abilene, Kas., exhibitor; Don Davis, Jerry
Zigmond, manager of the Newman, and
Evert Cummings, Omaha.
Executives

of

the

Universal

exchange

here were shocked Tuesday when they received word from Des Moines of the sudden
death of Mrs. Pearl Spandau, wife of J. J.
Spandau,

manager of the Des Moines exchange. Mrs. Spandau underwent an operation Monday, and died Monday night.

for 20th-

The Cinema Club has postponed its
inaugural of new officers to April 19.

TRADE

Allen Karf, Fox Midwest booker, not
only is a sick man at Menorah Hospital,
but his condition is aggravated by things
from friends like the following, which
was authored by John Scott, including the
punctuation :

A HANDY

We’re

EQUIPMENT

for wolfhound)

Peterson

Blowers,

There’s a good story about three games
of ping pong and a game of billiards
floating around the Variety Club if you
can dig it out.
C. C. Rhodes will open his New Buffalo,
Buffalo, Mo., April 12. He has the Roxy
at Warsaw, Mo. . . . Stebbins Theatre
Equipment sold two Kaplan heads for use
in D. Donnici’s
this week . . .
son Jimmy, 13,
Chicago, where
with Fairchild

’’Freezem''

Special

Palace, Kansas City, Mo.,
Mrs. Eveline Foland and
were here this week from
Mrs. Foland is associated
Publications, to visit Jim

Foland of the Independent Theatre Supply Co. . . . Peterson Freezem Manufacturing & Sales Co. has leased a storeroom at 316 Southwest Blvd.
Seen

along the Row: Elmer Bills. Salisbury, Mo.; D. L. Christian, Parker, Kas.;
Harry Till, Hamilton, Mo.; Paul Oetting,
Concordia, Kas.; Tom Spurgeon, Stanberry,
Mo.
in the show business and thoroughly aware of all the tricks of the trade,
it is commonly assumed that film and
theatre men are rather blase. But you

HA.
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THE EXHIBITOR

CITY TERRITORY

SUPPLIES

Mfg.

& Sales

AIR CONDITIONING
National

Co.

Offer — Priced

A. A. Electric

Machinery

Ernest Amoneno,
1117 Cherry
Central

St.
Theatre

St.

Western

Equipment

C. H. Badger,
Southwest

Theatre

K. C.

Syncrofilm

Company

Equipment

Equipment

Theatre Equipment
Wichita, Kas.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

Independent

1818

Owners

K. M.

John Staple, Pres.

System

0134

2-2153

Association

Harrison

St.

HA

4783

NEER
ENGI
C. R. BUTLER

Installation and

St. Joseph,

Co., Indp't

T. A.

18th St. —

"

Service

Midwest Service Corporation
2606 Monterey St.

1214 Brush Creek Road — VAlentine 2770
E. E. Webber jr., Pres. John Wolfberg, Sec.

128 W.

Wyandotte

SOUND
ENGINEER
Sound

ASSOCIATIONS

Theatre

SERVICE

W. P. Humston

Mgr.

Co.

Phone

SOUND

SERVICE
UNDEquipment
SO
Sound
and Service

Co.

1804 Wyandotte St.
Mgr.
Phone: GRand

EXHIBITOR

City, Mo.

Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation

Victor 8796

St.
T. L. Greening,
Phone: Victor 9078

Stebbins

18th St. — Kansas

Co.

Phone:

Stage

and

Corp.

Mgr.

Electric - Mirrophonic Sound
Motiograph Projectors
E. C. Leeves, General Manager
130 W. 18th St.
Tel. HArrison 3345
Great

Conditioning

VI. 3535
109 W.

Western

817 Holmes

Air

Engineering

to Sell.

Why Pay More?
G. A. Peterson
1389
2620 Charlotte
Kansas City, Mo.

Being
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washers, spray nozzels, office and
home units.

pulling for you

To get well too
So the girls
Won’t all be blue.
(Editor’s Note: Whew!)

GUIDE
KANSAS

Roses are red
Violets are blue
And all the girls, too
When Alan (Russian
Is sickbed bound

DIRECTORY

4825

R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

Phones
“Service

As Near

SCREEN
Alexander

Motion

Mo.

2-4012 — 2-4115
As Your

Telephone''

PUBLICITY
Film

Company

Picture Advertising

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa
239 East 72nd Terrace
Phone:

Hlland

2694

49

Back From Flood , But
Narrowly
P. (SENATOR)
part

BERNFIELD

hit town

late last week and spent the first
of this week on a campaign for

“Stagecoach.”
area was good

Gasoline business in this
if the amount used by the

“senator” and Orpheum Manager Emil
Franke chasing around the state is any
barometer. They were looking for an

apolis concern . . . Kay Stewart, the
Shenandoah, la., girl who landed in the
movies by leading cheers for Northwestern’s Wildcats, has been observed at the
races and ’neath the Cocoanut Grove’s
palms with Mickey Rooney recently . . .
Opal Judd is manipulating a movie for

or a relative of Iowa-Born

the sisters at St. Katherine’s . . . she says
she’ll probably show a Gene Stratton Porter picture April 11 or 12, but since each

Neatest sales stunt here recently was
the catchline used by a newsboy at the
door of the Des Moines Theatre the night

sister mentioned privately that she’d like
to see “Sweethearts,” maybe it’ll be shown,
too ( the other girls at St. Katherine’s plan
to chip in and get it if you don’t want too
much for it, Kennedy . . . why not be a

Apache Indian
John Wayne.

the neivs of Clark Gable’s marriage broke
. . . “Clark Gable kidnaped,” he shouted
— and plenty of passers-by bit.
Tomorrow’s Sunday Register magazine
cover is devoted to four major studios
with descriptions of the Easter clothes of
top flight film players. Jane Wyman gets
the break on the syndicated inside page
and Jerry Spandau won’t be the only one
who’ll get a kick out of the shot of Universal’s 11 -month-old Sandra Henville in
the roto section. The picture of Sandy
is a natural and
Side of Heaven.”
We know what
that anonymous

a

neat

plug

for "East

old crab sent Art Stolte
letter saying even an

insurance man’s endurance flagged before the barrage of trailers and full-length
features projected at him from a suburban
screen ... he was ribbing you, Art, but
don’t forget many
in jest.
Grace

Simons

a true word
of National

her younger sister baffle
closest friends, they look so
. . . F. E. Judd has a new

Screen
even
much
green

and
their
alike
shirt

and didn’t arrive until 9 o’clock the same
morning it was to be shown to 16 visiting
Monogram exchange managers.
ture will have its midwestern

The picpremiere

April 7 at Rosenthal’s New Iowa Theatre
in Waterloo, which is Ray Johnston’s home
town. The pre-release engagement is for
one week.
Bob Hoese, recently resigned from Monogram, is handling the Des Moines agency
Revolvo

Lobby

display,

Don’t be surprised
along Cassidy) shows

keep

their

hard-

if Bill Boyd (Hopup to entertain the

R & T’s 5,000 carrier salesmen in June.
The circulation boys are wondering whether he’ll fetch his horse, but the newsroom
is spending its time speculating on whether
Mrs.

Boyd (Grace Bradley) will accompany the adventurous Hopalong . . .

(mebbe it’ll help
Copeland.)

your

sales

hopalong,

Barrett Kiesling, M-G-M's assistant publicity chief, sampled Iowa hospitality last
week at the E. T. Meredith residence . . .
next day he was ready to admit that

a

JOHNNYment Co.
BRANTON,
head booker,Minnesota
is driving Amusea new
Buick . . . Harry Sherman in town from
New York and spotting new bookings for
his all-girl show . . . Dave Bader’s family has joined him in Minneapolis . . .
Bess and Dot Crane of the Welworth
Amusement

Co. raving

about

their beau-

tiful new apartment . . . “Kelly” Evidon
would make a good politician. The Warner ad sales manager always has candy
and gum on hand to give to visiting outof-town exhibitors’ children.
With the first spring day, Helen Johnson, Pantages cashier, brought out her
huge

volume of vacation folders and decided to make it the New York World’s
Fair this year . . . Leonard Amder, film
man, negotiating with the Minnesota State
Fair officials for use of the track there
in case the legislature
tuel betting.

legalizes pari-mu-

MinneSherman Fitch, RKO’s Sioux Falls, S. D„
branch manager, a visitor . . . What is
that “Tommy
Charack Saturday night
'Bank Night’ stunt” they’re talking about?
. . . Ben Spewak planning an unusual

Night Clubs Feel
Election Clamp

promotional

Minneapolis — Night clubs here are
running into plenty of trouble. With
a

municipal

election

ahead,

the

clos-

ing laws are being enforced and offenders are being prosecuted. Two
large

loop niteries have had their licenses revoked in recent weeks for

liquor law
is closed

50

violations
tight.

and

ly escaping drowning in the flood region. Meshbesher and his auto went
under in the deep water, but passing
motorists
his car
train.

rescued

and

him.

returned

He

abandoned

to Minneapolis

by

Meredith didn’t get anything in Hollywood he didn’t already have in D. M. . . .
Ellis Shafton, M-G-M salesman, was transferred to St. Louis . . . We’d like to see
Ray Kurtz over at Paramount when he
gets all decked out in white tie and tails
to sing wtih St. John’s Male chorus . . .
Jack Kennedy managed to rate second in
M-G-M's National billing drive . . . the
whole staff is still spending all its time
trying to figure out how to spend the
week’s bonus received by all . . . we hear
the pope took a personal interest in George
Baumeister’s intake at the Chi convention.
Tom Bietzel, Universal; Dale Yaryan,
Cclumbia; Henry Schoen, RKO, and Chuck
Plows, Iowa Film were responsible for the
hot time the shippers and drivers had at
(Continued on next page)

is spoken

purchased in Chi . . . d’ja know his
nickname is “Effie?” Cute, huh? . . . but
to get down to business, “Effie” attended
special screening of “Streets of New York”
with Reg Wilson, assistant to general sales
manager, and Les Durland of Kaycee in
Chi last week . . . the print was shipped
from Hollywood via plane for 64 bucks

of the

good egg and let ’em
earned shekels?)

Mandan, N. D. — Ben "Little Judge”
Meshbesher, Republic salesman, arrived here from Bismarck after narrow-

the town

now

stunt for his proposed

Bloom-

ington theatre. It’s a tieup with the Hanson Dude Ranch in adjoining Savage,
Minn., whereby patrons would have free
riding lessons . . . Hazel Oliver of the
Pantages took a weekend
ing, and what fun!
Do

Chicago

out-

You Remember When: Jack Quinlan, now a Journal columnist, managed
the Pantages Theatre . . . Harold Johnson, Universal branch manager, operated

a theatre in Rush City, Minn. . . . Mel
Evidon, Minneapolitan, now Columbia
branch manager in Des Moines, was poster clerk for Paramount here . . . Irving
Gillman, independent exhibitor here, used
to fight on Gayety Theatre cards . . .
Sam Zuckman, now owner of the Mounds
Theatre, St. Paul, ivas a preliminary scrapper . . . Reno Wilk, state-rights distributor, sold radios in Milwaukee . . . Eddie
Swanson, manager of the Metro Theatre,
Red Wing, Minn., was a circus musician
and later drove a Coco-Cola truck?
W.
Chief

A. Steffes, Twin
Barker

and

City Variety

Northwest

club

Allied presi-

dent, leaving next week to attend a national Allied States directors meeting.
Bennie Berger may go along. Later the
pair will visit Gotham again to witness
the Louis-Galento fight, according to present plans . . . Tom Burke back from a
Chicago trip . . . Gordie Greene and
Harry Hirsch of the Palace and Gayety
did their usual swell job, putting on a
jim-dandy four-hour Minneapolis Policemen’s Stag show for 10,000 people at the
municipal auditorium.
Gene Meredith of Warner moving out
to his Lake Minnetonka home. Fred Finnegan likewise . . . Merle Potter, Journal
film editor, attended the “Dodge City”
film premiere in the Kansas town. Later
he joined Bill Sears, Orpheum manager,
Cedric Adams of the Star and Hugh
Arthur of the Tribune in Chicago to catch
the swing version of “The Mikado” that
is coming into the Orpheum here next
week. The show has more than 80 people,
BOXOFFICE
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all colored, and is one of the biggest productions ever to play the Singer house.
Lowell

Smoots, Little Falls, Minn., exhibitor, is a Minneapolis resident now.

He’s finishing his business course at the
University of Minnesota . . . Harold Johnson, Universal branch manager, returned
by plane from a North Dakota trip. Harold is chairman of the Will Rogers Memorial fund drive in the territory this year
and working hard on the project ... At
the end of the 13th week, with only three
weeks left to go, the Warner branch here
is in first place in its district, which still
tops the entire United States in the Sears
sales drive.
“Nickey” Goldhammer of RKO
crowing over “Love Affair” and “The Story
of Irene and Vernon Castle.” He insists
the latter is the “best RKO picture in
years.” Exhibitors seem to be agreeing
with him. They’re raving, too, over Warner’s “Dark. Victory.” Both pictures were
given trade showings before enthusiastic
audiences . . . Minnesota Amusement
closed a 100 per cent circuit deal with
National Screen for prevues and accessories. J. J. Friedl and Charlie Winchell
represented the former, with J. McFarland acting for National Screen.
Morrie
LaCrosse,

Abrams, M-G-M
exploiteer, in
Wis., and Winona, Minn., work-

ing on “Pygmalion” . . . Out-of-town
exhibitors visiting Filmrow included A.
Olson, Grantsberg, Wis.; Jack Heywood,
New Richmond, Wis.; Don Buckley, Redwood Falls, Minn.; Mr. and Mrs. P. Snamek, Meadowlands, Minn.; L. W. Roth,
Esterline, S. D.; Guy Thorne, Sandstone,
Minn., and Ed Malone, Hammond, Wis.
. . . Henry Herbel, new Warner district
manager, paid his first visit here with
Norman Moray, Vitaphone sales manager.
“Kelly” Evidon, Warner ad sales manager, says he wants the handkerchief concession in the theatres playing the rave
picture, “Dark Victory” . . . Jeanette MacDonald, M-G-M star, will make a concert appearance at the new Mayo Civic
auditorium, Rochester, Minn., April 19,
and in Sioux Falls, S. D., April 21. It’s
the nearest she’ll get to Minneapolis.
When in Florida, George Turner, M-G-M
salesman, met Jack Heywood, New Richmond, Wis., independent circuit operator,
and they had a photo taken showing the
former “shooting” an “alligator” snapping at Jack’s leg. Now Jack’s telling
everybody he has to buy M-G-M product
because George saved his life. One of his
exhibitor friends said: “M-G-M has been
saving my life for years” . . . Lucille
Riegert, secretary to Herb Blass, Warner
office manager, celebrated a
birthday
marking her emergence from the status
of minor.

The M-G-M bunch tossed a party for,
and presented a, gift to, Steve Hollander,
booker, before he departed for New York
to embark in the furniture business . . .
Charlie Stoflet, M-G-M
South Dakota
salesman, sporting a new Chrysler . . .
Paramount hasn’t appointed any successor to Don Woods as sales manager yet
. . . R. C. LiBeau, Paramount division
manager, in town . . . Cress Smith, RKO
western division manager, a visitor.
BOXOFFICE
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Borg to Warner in
Series of Changes

(Continued

Kansas City — Russell Borg, branch
manager of Grand National, has resigned
to become associated with Warner Bros,
as salesman in northern Kansas. He succeeds Hiram Parks, who has been transferred to the Dallas, Tex., branch office
territory.
M. J. Hogan, who has been with the exchange for some months as office manager, is going back to New York where he
will again be a traveling auditor for the
company. He will be succeeded by Harry
Gaffney, who has been traveling the
northern Kansas area. Gaffney will occupy the combined post of office manager and head booker. Ted Hammer, bookassistant.

W. Don Woods, who has been with Paramount in Minneapolis, is here to cover
the city territory and the northern Missouri district. Woods formerly worked in
Kansas City.
District offices are being arranged in
the exchange here, on the second floor.
From this as headquarters, Rud Lohrenz
is handling the newly created district of
Omaha, Des Moines, St. Louis, Memphis
and Kansas City.

Douglas Desch Heading
Grand National Branch
Kansas City — With the resignation of
Russell Borg as branch manager to go
with Warner Bros., Douglas Desch has
been named to succeed him. Desch, who
had ten years of successive promotions in the film business, has appointed

Jean “Mabel”
retary.

Fiske

as booker

and

sec-

Desch joined Publix at Denver in 1929
as booker. In 1932 he became booker for
Publix in Kansas City. He then joined
A. F. Baker Enterprises at the Electric
in Kansas City, Kas., and remained there
until 1934, when he went with Fox Midwest for a year. Going with GaumontBritish in 1935, he became manager in
1937 when Borg, branch manager ahead
of him, resigned to take over Grand National. Desch has been in charge! of
Grand National booking, office, and city
sales for the past several months.

New

RCA

Deals

Kansas City — Don (Hifi) Davis reports
the following sales of sound equipment:
Fox Grand, Moberly, Mo., and the Plaza,
M. S. Heath’s house at Liberty, Mo. Alex
P. Bill has sold the Orpheum, Omaha;
Capital, Ottumwa, la., and the Ritz, Dennison, la.

Errol Flynn
Hollywood — Errol

Role

Flynn

will play

page)

the

title role in “Simon Bolivar,” which Warner will make on the life of the South
American liberator.

. . . absolutely

the worst

one

we’ve heard in 45 years (well-1-1 then, 25
years) : Madge Ward said, “I gotta go
Pig Maleon up.” Madge swears it warn’t
her product, tho, she was just repeating
. . . What’sis we hear about feminine suits
a la Holdsberg?
Loretta

Deiling,

formerly

with

Para-

mount, is Spandau’s new secretary at
Universal exchange . . . Daleith Heinman moved to Ft. Dodge, so lone Colvin
has gone

to work

there

. . . George

Mal-

fronte, auditor from New York, is hangin’
around . . . Mac McEwan is a high-lowjack-and-the-game devotee, they say . . .
Pat Snyder at Grand National looked like
a million in that perky little hat with
blouse to match the other day . . . Chick
Friedman bet George Stroud over at the
Utica

10 to 1 that it wouldn’t

Filmites’

nicknames

we’ve

snow

Easter.

heard:

Harry

Lloyd, “Grandpa Snaz;” Frank Greenland,
“Casey Jones;” Ken Clayton, “The Kid;”
Raymond Copeland, “Cope;” Jean Malone,
“Baloney;” Paul Walsh, “Snoose;” Joe
Ancher, “Joe Bush;” M. E. Lee “Cannonball;” Don West, “Nelson Eddy;” Charles
Friedman, “Chick” (of course) ; Harry
Herman, “Handsome;” J. M. Beatty,
“Gus;” Art Anderson (we’ve been calling
him “Awaw” for months) ; Lionel Wasson,
"Dirkee;”

has

preceding

that stag last Tuesday . . . A1 Narland runs
around with a hammer stuck behind one
ear, honest!

er, becomes Gaffney’s

from

Dexter

Kennedy,

“Jack;”

H. L.

Frost, “Jack” again; L. L. Wells, “Gillie;”
“Lou Levy, “Coach;” Lou Elman, “Farmer;” Elmer Tilton, “Tilt;” Bill Toney,
“Georgia Cracker;” Art Stolte, “Curly.”
As a columnist who hopes she’s budding
and doesn’t want to be nipped in the, it
behooves us to add a new word to our vocabulary each week. Best way we can think
of is to apply a new one to some Filmrower, so here goes: The good word this
week is “kittle,” and here’s a sentence to
illustrate its meaning : “Bill Toney's kittle
disposition isn’t so kittle any more.” (Look
it up. Bill ) .
Jerry Bahner (Dem.) donated two bucks
to the 1940 Republican campaign, but he
didn’t know it. He thought the dance he
was attending was just another dance, but
it turned out to be the Young Republicans’
idea of a way to raise funds . . . Rud
Lohrenz is district manager of that new
Warner territory called “Prairie District,”
including DM, Kaycee, St. Louis, Memphis,
and Omaha . . . Sid Rose, WB
Omaha
manager, was here this week, and Norman
Moray of New York was, too . . . How’d
Art Anderson get tanned from here clear
down to here so early in the season? . . .
The Warner exchange is planning a big
ant-gnat-and-mosquito outing for April
24 . . . Managers in Central States’ southern division will see “Dodge City” at their
regular meeting in Albia April 6 . . . Iz
Weiner stayed in DM as a
man just a few days, and
ferred back to Omaha .
Carthy, formerly with UA,

Universal salesthen was trans. . Danny Mcis replacing him.

“Cannonball” Lee can’t take
tonsils kept him down a week
lookee

it. Those
. . . Now

who’sa heel, Don West lost a buck
(Continued on next page)
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Disney Cartoons Are in
Kansas City Exhibit
Kansas

City — A series

of original

ings in celluloid of Walt

Disney

(Continued

paint-

cartoons,

including “Snow White” and “Ferdinand,”
are on exhibition here this month at the
William Rockhill Nelson Gallery of Art
and Atkins Museum of Fine Arts.
The

series depicts the full life of a cartoon, from the rough original sketches to
completed product.

the

Kay Kamen in a Return
Visit to Kansas City
Kansas

Kamen,
and

City — Kay

Inc., which

head

handles

of Kay

advertising

several days. Kamen formerly was
man and advertising man here.

a sales-

He spoke enthusiastically of Disney’s
new two-million-dollar studio, which, he
said, would be ready in October.
A

series of original paintings in celluloid of Disney cartoons are now on display here at the William Rockhill Nelson
Gallery of Art and Atkins Museum of
Fine Arts.

Kaycee Cinema Club's
Installation April 19
City — Getting

off

to

a

flying

The

City — Roy

manage

for

Palmquist,

Universal

at

who

used

Omaha,

is

taking

over the southern Missouri territory formerly covered by Ernie Block.
Block now is with Warner in the Kansas
City territory.

Iz Weiner

Shifted Back

To Omaha

by Universal

Omaha — Iz Weiner

has

been

transferred

back here from Des Moines by Universal.
Dannie McCarthy, formerly with United
Artists, has joined the Universal staff and
will take Weiner’s

spot in Des

Broadway
Audubon,

Ia. — Harry

Moines.

and

Irene

boys want

Castle”
to know

campaign.
why

Ray

Cope-

planning to remodel the offices with airconditioning n’all . . . Mel Evidon is hoarse
from saying “S’good” about those hands
he drew last Saturday . . . Burton Jerrel
and Lionel Wasson cast a lotta flys — and
not to left field — up at Decorah and Cresco
Sunday when the trout season opened.
Iowa

Daily Press whipped

up a new

trick by putting its first three all-state
high school basketball teams in uniform
and

then taking films of the cage hotshots in action. It happened at Iowa City
where the IDPA wined and dined its teams
and coaches and the film is expected to
popup in any number of theatres around
the state.

Davis Gains
in Bowling

Kansas

City — Don

Davis

Race
whipped

Du-

binsky

Bros, twice this week in the Variety Bowling League, gaining a
half
game on the league leaders, Cresswell
Photos, whose matches with Finton Jones
were postponed.
RESULTS
LAST MONDAY
821
853
Cresswell-Finton Jones,
852
Barkers
815 2489 W.
0 L.
3
postponed
908 2818
National Screen . . . 885 1025
834
Cinema Club
864 2541
312 021
854 2600
Film Delivery . . . . 825
961
834 2762
Don Davis
967
921
1 2
803
Dubinsky Bros.
874 2476
2 1
TDD
STANDINGS
TEAM
Cresswell
Don Davis
Cinema Club
National Screen
Finton Jones
Barkers
Dubinsky Bros. . . .
Film Delivery ....

. 41
. Won
41
. 40
. 38
35
.. 32

Pace

has

City — Homer

Blackwell

at

the

Independent Poster Exchange turned his
hand to craftsmanship and produced a
filler for 40x60 and 30x40 display frames.
The big one is made of board covered with
red leatheret and set with chrome still,
insert and date strip frames.
Exhibitors are finding that it takes
actual stills from the picture to sell seats,
and

the trend is toward this sort of display. The big filler has frames for nine
stills and an insert, the smaller frames for
four stills and the insert. Use of stills
and inserts is cheaper for the exhibitor,
too.
Another idea worked out by Blackwell
was a 30x40 filler arranged with two
14x17 frames and four still frames so that
a double bill can be displayed on one
board, each picture using a 14x17 (using
a window card with the top cut off) and
two still frames.

Gold Fish Swallow Act
Packs the Granada
Lawrence,

Kas.

—

An

alert

showman

cashed in on a current oddity of public
exhibition here Saturday night, April 1,
when Stanley Schwahn, manager of the
Granada Theatre, put Robert Ramsey on
the stage to set a new world’s record in
the swallowing of live gold fish. Ramsey,
student at the University of Kansas from
Arkansas City, Kas., gulped 50 iy2-inch
live gold fish in eight minutes on the stage
of the Granada, which was packed for the
special event.
Ronny Ashburn, sports snapshooter of
radio station WREN, gave a gulp-by-gulp
description of the act from the stage;
newsreel reporters were on hand to take

a Half

Post

Pet.

40
32
42
34
34
31

594
.569
.556
.507
.528
.444

pictures and notes. Present also were doctor and nurse and there was an ambulance
out in front, just in case the situation got
out of hand.
The

special event, and Schwahn’s promotion of it, packed his house for the evening. It was the first public exhibition
of this kind, it is said. The performer,
Ramsey, suffered no ill effects; he returned the fish to the upper air after having swallowed them, and felt fine.

Exhibitor Draws Term
In Arson Guilt Plea
Browerville,

Minn. — Oscar

Arneberg

of

Minneapolis, owner of the Lyric Theatre
here, pleaded guilty to having set fire to
the showhouse to collect $2,700 insurance
on the furnishings. He was sentenced to
one to seven years in Stillwater prison.

28
.417
. 28
.389
INDIVIDUAL HIGH SCORES
44
W. Pritchett, 635; Frank Fambader,
591;
Harlan Everett, 588; Andy Anderson, 583;
Dee Elliott, 580; Ted Wilkins, 580; Peon
Abraham, 563; Walt Lambader, 563.

Arneberg

admitted

he

had

splashed

gasoline through the theatre’s interior and
applied a match to it. He then drove to
Minneapolis. The theatre was destroyed
at an estimated loss of $10,000.

NEXT WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Cinema Chib vs. Don Davis.
Film Delivery vs. Dubinsky Bros.
Cresswell vs. Barkers.
Finton Jones vs. National Screen.

Wylie to St, Louis

to Pace
repur-

chased the Broadway Theatre here from
A. R. Miller. Miller hopes to find a new
location.
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Kansas

He

land hasn’t been attending the fights lately .. . Frank Rubel is about to resume his
lessons on how to stay up in the air . . .
Lou Elman and Lionel Wasson can really
ask you up to see their etchings now. Lou
won two and Lionel won one in the Motion Pic Refugee lottery . . . Universal is

Game

Kansas

team.

It’s the one he drew' in his necktie trade
with Des Moines Register Photographer
John Neagle on that recent Iowa trip.
Smith came in to add some punch to the

Entertainment — Harry Biederman, Isis
(Apollo, now), chairman; Larry Biechele,

to

on the Row’s

Types

Of Displays for Stills

Penney Co., Knoxville, Ia. label on it, he’ll
be glad to know he got it legitimately .

Don

Universal's So, Missouri
Territory to Palmquist

page)

at Paramount

can play the piano, too, we’ve heard him
. . . If RKO’s western and southern division manager, Cresson E. Smith, is wondering about that necktie with a J. C.

new officers on April 19 at Variety Clubrooms. The shindig will include a banquet.
Committees already named by Wheeler
include :

NSS, and John Scott, Republic-Midwest.
Membership — Martin Stone, Screenland,
chairman; Ed Harttmann, Murray; W. W.
Sherrill, Metro, and Charley Siebenthaler,
Independent Poster Exchange.
John Scott was named press contact
man for the club for the new year.

preceding

Peterson

is the best bowler

The

start the first fortnight of his presidency,
Harry Wheeler of Paramount, president
of the Cinema Club, has named several
committees. The club will inaugurate its

from

. . . Henry

“Vernon

Kamen,

merchandising of Walt Disney’s characters, was here early in the week for

Kansas

to Art

Invents Two New

MOINES

Des

Handling
"The Mother"
Moines
— Monogram
exchange

Minneapolis — Ray
is

handling distribution of “The Mother.”
Bookings are already coming in for
Mothers Day.

Wylie,

one

of

the

most popular and successful of United
Artists salesmen in this territory, has been
transferred to St. Louis. No successor has
been named yet.
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NOW

BEING

To All FILM

DISTRIBUTED

DAILY

Subscribers
“The

most

valuable

book

obtainable !"

information

picture

of motion

ailed!
I r ^J^^^zlub

Subscribers to the Film Daily are
non receiving their 1939 Film Year
now
Boo
Book , of which there is no equal .

Y

A few of the important subjects found in the
1939 FILM

YEAR

BOOK

follow—

A complete

list of theatres in the U. S. A.

The names
all credits.

of all features released

in 1938 together with

A showman's manual section which is the most up-todate compendium of stunts, tieups, etc., that can be obtained from live showmen who have found them practical.
Legal points and

decisions of importance

to everyone.

The work of producers, directors, cameramen,
etc., for the past two years.
The financial picture of the major
Personnel

of production

and

Distribution percentage
The

authors,

companies.

distribution companies.

tables.

foreign markets.

Equipment

Buying

Guide

of great importance.

A complete list of all features released in the United States since
1915, who produced them, who released them, release dates and
FILM DAILY review dates. And 1,001 other important bits of information.
Subscribers to the Film Daily receive the FILM
ins daily trade paper, five days a week, for a

Over

1200

Pages

that has

been

twenty
news,
and
ials.

for
years

the

AND

past

with

live

MAIL

editor-

ITjTODAY—

times

a

year — one

YEAR

BOOK

mammoth

which

special

is unequalled

edition

every

summer

in value — information —

and considered the Recognized Standard Reference
picture industry, all for only $10 per year.

GET

THIS

THE
1501

FILM
DAILY
Broadway

New

York,

Gentlemen
Please

N.

Book

the

BOOK

Hollywood
Office:
6425 Hollywood Blvd.
Hollywood, Calif.

Y.

:
enter

VICE, and send

AND

intelligent reviews
constructive

FILM

the

SIGN THIS COUPON

serving the motion picture
industry

four

plus

advertisingthe motion

—
6V2 Pounds —
Beautifully Bound

The paper

editions

DAILY, filmdom’s leadfull year — short subject

my
my

subscription
1939

press. I enclose
scription, $15.00).
Name :

my

to

YEAR
check

the

BOOK
for

FILM
as

DAILY

soon

$10.00

as

SER-

it is off

(Foreign

sub-

of

The

Fourth

Wheel

Many Ramifications in
An Assessments Case
Des

By THE

MERCHANDISER

As the fourth wheel of the motion picture industry, the manufacturer of theatre furnishings and equipment has continued to carry his part of the load during the last eight or nine lean years with
so little squeaking that the exhibitor, the
producer, and the distributor, the other
three wheels, sometimes overlook his importance to the continued functioning of
the industry.
Yet manufactui’ing as much as any one
other factor has enabled the independent
exhibitor and the small exhibitor to maintain something of a basis of equality with
the large theatres in the city and the
chain house, both with plenty of capital
behind them. Improvements in equipment
and furnishings have enabled the exhibitor in a 350-seat house to put on a de luxe
show that differs little in quality from
that presented in a big city theatre, even
to the close-in curtains that, operated
automatically from the booth, briefly
separate the units of a program. Manufacturing has equalized opportunity between big and little operators.
Not only is the manufacturer willing to
help the exhibitor in his daily fight for
business, but he is constantly investing
money and effort to make the future a
better one for exhibition. There’s hardly
a phase of operation that has not benefited from his efforts during the past ten
years: Air conditioning, sound, light, projection, screens, seats, decorations, etc.,
etc.
It is interesting to note just what this
research and development has meant to
the exhibitor.
Over a period of three years the manufacturers have developed a new high intensity carbon that gives a high intensity,
blue-white light which burns approximately the same amount of current as the
low intensity lamps exhibitors formerly
used. The new carbons, in conjunction
with the new lamps created to burn them,
give the theatre screen 50 per cent more
light than formerly. The new lamp, which
has a large reflector, runs off 32 to 35
volts of current. Because carbons are
copper-coated, they don’t need the high
voltage: The lower voltage is more efficient.
Manufacturers have evolved new projectors that increase the light of the screen
and decrease the flicker to give the picture increased depth and definition.
With improvements in sound systems
the reproduction inside the theatre is more
lifelike. By adjusting amplification the
sound, which is the same quality now for
all sizes and kinds of theatres, can be
“warped” to fit the house. This has rebounded to the benefit largely of the less
expensive theatre. Formerly the house
had to be just so, acoustically, before the
sound would function efficiently.
Seat companies have made theatre
chairs at once more comfortable and less
expensive. One of the most comfortable
places in the world today is the modern
motion picture theatre. In the last ten
years seats have not increased in price but
have increased enormously in quality and
comfort. Ten years ago a box seat was a
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luxury; now few without springs are in
use. Manufacturers learned to put a deep
curve in the back for comfort and posture.
Makers of lighting fixtures have perfected multi-colored lights, and the new
fluorescent lamp delivers with 15 watts
the amount of light that used to come
from a 60-watt lumiline.
The larger house in a city of 5,000 to
10,000 population or more can afford to
install mechanical refrigeration. But the
smaller house in a town of less population
cannot afford either the initial cost or the
upkeep. The inexpensive air washer, however, has been perfected to the point
where it works extremely satisfactorily in
a hot, dry climate, which is the meteorological characteristic of this area. The
air washer today is a flexible tool for
manufacturing comfort. After air passes
through the sprays to be washed clean
and absorb all the moisture it can hold, it
can be passed through scrubber plates to
reduce the moisture content so that, going into the theatre, it is less humid.
Price of air conditioning has gone down,
quality up. At first many washer-andfan jobs were recommended and installed
too small. Whether this was the fault of
the buyer or of the seller no longer matters so much, since, for the most part, it
no longer is done.
Availability at low cost of materials
that combine acoustical, insulative and
decorative qualities, has placed within
reach of the small exhibitor and his
pocketbook the possibility of having a
theatre equally as attractive and efficient,
if not as large and impressive, as a
metropolitan house. Decorative metals,
glass blocks, neon, etc., should be included
in this list, along with uniform display
cases that are larger and more effective
than the old 1- or 3-sheet boards or
llxl4’s which used to be standard.
A good remodeling and re-equipping
job almost invariably is followed by a substantial increase in business. Time after
time during the past five years, in this
area, the increase in business has been 100
per cent or more over that done before
the changes were made.
Refurnishing can help in other ways.
Take the case of the exhibitor who didn’t
want to buy carpet for his theatre.
“We play to roughnecks. They wouldn’t
like it. Why,” he exclaimed, “in two weeks
the carpet would be ruined!” But he
bought it, under protest. His patrons
came stomping in as usual. Only this
time they pulled up sharply when
they felt the carpet under their feet.
From that day on their actions in the
theatre changed completely.
Comfort, beauty, and excellent mechanical performance are common today in the
small town, in the neighborhood, or, often
enough, in the more imposing city theatre, largely because the manufacturer
had the vision to create the means of
realizing them and the courage to put
those means on the market and promote
them at a price profitable to exhibitors
even in a bad period.
The fourth wheel is doing its part.

Moines — The

influence

of motion

pictures, radio, Bank Night and even television on the value of theatre buildings
was discussed recently in the Orpheum
Theatre building tax valuation case before District Judge John J. Halloran.
J. C. Ferguson, real estate dealer, was
testifying regarding theatre building values
generally, in the suit of the Laura Rawson
Coffee estate, owners of the Orpheum
property, for reduction of the $100,647
assessment put on the building in 1933.
The valuation was a tax base for four
Ferguson, as a witness for the city which
years.
was opposing the assessment reduction, said
the Orpheum was one of a few theatres
built for stage presentations that had
been adapted to cinema use without great
loss in value.
He said the physical properties of the
buildings, their style and architecture, as
well as changes in the neighborhood in
which they were built, were as great factors in determining their absolescence as
the changes in the public’s entertainment
tastes.
Ferguson and Riley McManus, attorney
for the estate who was cross-examining
him, agreed television need not be considered immediately in the consideration
of decreasing theatre property values.
McManus brought up miniature golf as
one of the fads for which the public temporarily deserted the theatre and thus decreased value of theatre buildings.

Pearl Spandau Services
Held in Des Moines
Des

Moines — Funeral

services were

held

here Tuesday afternoon for Mrs. Pearl
Spandau, 38, who died Monday at the
Iowa Methodist Hospital. Burial will
be at Pittsburgh, Pa. Mrs. Spandau died
following an operation. She was the wife
of J. Jerome Spandau, manager of the
Universal Film exchange.

Higdon
Kansas

Back in K. C.

City — Ray

Higdon,

until recent-

ly National Screen Service representative
for Oklahoma out of the Dallas branch,
has opened a theatre brokerage office here.
Higdon is a former Kansas Citian, having
left here in 1930 as salesman for the Fox
exchange to become branch manager for
the latter company.

Fischer Opens

April 30

Minneapolis — April 30 has been

set for

the date of the opening of Nate Fischer’s
new Varsity Theatre.

Request Feature ,
He Calls It
North

Platte,

Neb. — Dual

features

aren't enough to satisfy Mike
sny, manager of the Paramount
Every Saturday, with the regular
first runs, he throws in a second
twice a day.
He

calls it a request

BOXOFFICE
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REDUCTION AND ELIMINATION OF GIVEAWAYS,
DUALS, OBJECTIVE OF CLEVELAND EXHIBITORS
mpea to consider Means
At Meeting Called
For April 14

Renovation
Program
Underway
w
7 /nr 7
7
7 rri •#
CiBv&lcind iBintoiy
Around

Cleveland — Discussions seeking a solution to the premium and double-feature
situation here will highlight the triplepointed program when the Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors Ass’n convenes
April 14.

Cleveland — Theatre owners in this territory apparently have awakened to the
need of renovating their properties to meet
the exacting demands of patrons.
A survey of construction in this area
follows:

The

three points:

Akron — Lorenzo

1. Efforts to eliminate from newspaper
advertising all copy relating to premiums,
either merchandise or cash.
2. Efforts to eliminate premiums themselves upon expiration of present contracts.
3. Efforts to reduce double features to
certain specified days in the week, with
the aim ultimately to eradicate the practice.
Decision to dive into the local exhibition muddle was reached at a called meeting of the organization here late last week.
Blame
It is estimated

Product
that

Jam

more

than

75 per

cent of the Cleveland independent subsequent run houses are using some sort of
extraneous business boosters. These include Bank Night, Wahoo, Screeno, Bingo,
Ten-O-Win, two-for-ones, fur coats and
merchandise. There is a definite reason
for the use of these premiums to hold
business in the subsequent run independent theatre, according to several exhibitors. The reason, they claim, is their inability to get a clear run on any major
product. Their complaint is aimed at the
independent circuit owner, who, by tying
up all major product, leaves the theatres
following him no alternative but to resort to something other than pictures to
attract patrons.
“If the independent circuit owner will
give us only one major product clear in
our zones,” said one exhibitor, “we would
not have to use giveaways to boost attendance.”
Cleveland
giveaways

first-run theatres and producer-owned second run houses do not use
of any kind. Most of the independent houses playing first run in their

particular zones, are also free from premiums of any kind. It is the aim of Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors Ass’n to
circulate a petition outlawing premiums,
to be signed by every member of the organization. President Ernest Schwartz
pointed out that the organization maintains a hands-off policy as regards the
methods employed by its members in the
operation of their houses and that the
only way to accomplish a uniform action
regarding policy is to secure signatures of
every member of an agreement.
P. J. Wood, secretary of the Independent
Theatre Owners of Ohio, was guest
BOXOFFICE
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ME

Buzzelli,

recent

pur-

speaker at the CMPEA
meeting. Wood
had several important messages to bring
to the attention of the members. One
was a warning to be on the lookout for
a proposed bill that would enable cities
to levy taxes for relief purposes. Were

chaser

of the Five Points Theatre, contemplates adding 50 feet at the rear to
increase the seating capacity to 650, add
air conditioning and enlarge the present
marquee.
Bedford — George Burroughs, Cleveland
architect, is preparing plans for a theatre
to be in the $100,000 class for an owner
who
time. prefers to remain anonymous at this
Bedford — Mrs. Lena Stillwell, who redecorated her Bedford Theatre, is now
negotiating to utilize the adjoining ground
for additional seating capacity.
Berea — Berea

Amusement

Co., P. E. Es-

cities to be given this power, in all likelihood, the present three per cent state tax
would be increased by a seven per cent
additional city tax on admissions. This
bill, said Wood, is backed by the farmer
representatives. Wood opposes this bill
not only in its own right but also because
it is a preferential bill and one which
might lead to serious consequences to the
industry.

sick, president, and C. J. Deckman, vicepresident, has purchased the old Pastime
Theatre Bldg, and plans to remodel.
Bryan — Work has started on a $50,000
house to have between 500 and 600 seats
for the Ellaness Theatre Corp.
Cleveland — Frank and Roy Gross may
remodel the Quincy Theatre which they
recently acquired.

“Support the Will Rogers Memorial
Fund,” Wood told the Cleveland exhibitors following the reading of a letter to

drea plan to build a new 1,200-seat house
to cost $160,000 at a location not yet announced.

the

Minerva — George Manos of the Manos
Amusement Co. is getting ready to build
a 900-seat theatre.

Lorain — George

organization from Frank Drew, general zone chairman of the drive. Wood

gave specific instances of the constructive
work of the Will Rogers Memorial Hospital and stated that any theatre employe
is eligible to profit by its benefits.
Wood also urged the exhibitors of Cleveland to play a one-minute trailer starring
Governor Bricker, which will be available
this month. The trailer is an explanation
of a new law providing for redemption of
sales tax coupons from non-profit organizations. Inasmuch as it is designed to
boost the state income from the sales tax,
it behooves every exhibitor to boost it, said
Wood, because as long as the money
necessary to run the state government is
available, the theatre will be free of worry.
The April 14 meeting will start with a
buffet luncheon in the Association rooms.

Cleveland Support
For Neely Bill
Cleveland — The
Picture

Exhibitors

Cleveland
Ass'n

its

support of the Neely anti-block booking measure on the eve of hearings in
Washington.
Unanimously
adopted,
copies of the resolution went
bers of the senate committee
ing the hearings
Myers,

Allied

and

general

to

to memconductAbram

counsel.

and

John

F.

Dan-

New Philadelphia — Shea Theatre Corp.
plans to raze present building and erect
a new 400-seat house. H. C. Holbrook of
Columbus is the architect.
Norwalk — George K. Angeles of Mansfield is having plans prepared for a 1,000seat house to cost about $60,000.
Painesville — Abe Schwartz and Jack
Shulman are building a 1,200-seat de luxe
theatre. Plans prepared by George Ebeling, Cleveland.
Youngstown — A new theatre is planned
by Architect Myron M. Goodwin of this
city to cost $80,000. The
temporarily withheld.

owner’s

name

is

Chakeres Spending $40,000
On Cooling and Signs
Springfield, Ohio — Chakeres
will spend $40,000 this spring

Motion

reafiirmed

Shenker

Theatres
for new

theatre signs and air conditioning systems, Phil Chakeres, president, announces.
Approximately half of the appropriation will be spent on five Springfield
theatres. Tire work will start in the near
future, Chakeres said.

Actors' Total Grows
Pittsburgh — Membership of the American Federation of Actors here has passed
the 200 mark.
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Detroit Barkers Planning
National Convention

Bank Night Bill Is
Up in Harrisburg
Harrisburg — A

bill

introduced

in

Detroit — At

the

legislature would prohibit Bank Night in
Pennsylvania. This measure, presented by
Rep. Russel Reese of Predericktown, would
carry a fine of $200 for each violation.
Representative Winner this week introduced a house bill calling for an amendment of the Sunday film law of 1935.
Under provisions of the new bill, the fiveyear interval specified and necessary between referendums would be amended to
an interval of three years between referendums.
Representative Rosenfeld introduced another billboard tax act.
The gas-gadget repealer, having passed
the house, was on final reading in the
senate. Act licensing photographers passed
first reading in the house. Schrope -Downey gambling machines act also passed
first reading. Winner admission tax bill
is believed buried in committee.

the

first

dinner

meeting

held in over a year by the Variety Club,
a large number of members turned out to
lay final plans for the national convention, to be held here April 28-30. With
Chief Barker Charles Perry presiding,
others at the speakers’ table included: Carl
Buermele, Jack Saxe, Jack Stewart, Dave
Newman, Harold Robinson, William Flemion, Edgar Kirchner, William Carlson,
Frank Downey, and Lew Wisper.
Variety voted to hold a Monster Midnight Benefit at the Fox Theatre April 29,
the date of the convention banquet, with
net proceeds to go to charity. Nationally
known “name” acts will be engaged for
the occasion.
A goal of $5,000 was set to be raised
on that evening, with two additional
pledges of $500 by Wisper & Wetsman Theatres and Barney Kilbride, circuit operator.

Readjust Film Routes to
Federal Working Laws
Pittsburgh

—

With

effectiveness

of

the

come of litigation on Bank Night in the
court here, the question will reach the
higher courts.
Arguments on an injunction petition
brought by a group of theatre owners
were on the hearing list in Fayette county
common pleas court, the petitioners to
the injunction seeking to restrain Dist.
Atty. James A. Reilly and county detectives from interfering with the game.

federal maximum-hours law, Exhibitors’
Service Co. has readjusted film delivery
routes and has added several relay trucks
in transporting film and accessories in the
local trade area.
Film distributing companies have
pledged cooperation in facilitating service for the 30-year-old delivery company.
The new federal law provides for ten
hours of labor in 24 hours, with compulsory rest period of eight hours; maximum
hours for a six-day week is 60 hours. Because of the law it was necessary to discontinue part of one route.

QAM KAPLAN, New York, was in last
week to see W. E. Carrell and W. M.

eral sets of tickets daily through the advertising columns of the newspapers ... Ed

Quinn, executives of the Falls City Theatre Equipment Co., and to show off improvements in the Kaplan projector. He
left one of the late models for demonstra-

Campbell, manager of Louisville’s three
colored theatres, has been weekending in
Indianapolis of late . . . New carpeting will
be included in a general improvements
program at the Mary Anderson, which is
looking out over Filmrow now with a new
face . . . The Kentucky, at Eddyville, Ky.,
had open house for an educational film on
prevention of tuberculosis. The show was
backed primarily for school children of

Bank Night Question
To Higher Courts
Uniontown,

Pa. — Regardless

of

the

out-

tion purposes in the Falls City’s miniature
theatre, the only thing of its kind in the
country . . . Ras Bivans, manager of the
theatre at Calhoun, Ky., was in the city
on a buying trip . . . The Highland, a 600seater, is going up in the Highland section of Louisville. It’s another Switow
enterprise.
H. H. Owens is building a new theatre
at London, Ky. W. R. Smith, Pekin, Ind.,
theatre manager, was in Louisville to buy
some equipment. Don Smith, manager of
the

National Theatre Supply’s Indianapolis division, was in the city looking for
prospects . . . When the Ohio vacates its
location this year in an F. W. Woolworth
Co. expansion, one of the oldest picture
houses in downtown Louisville will be but
a memory. It was the Alamo for many
years, and before that was known as the
Avenue. Woolworth bought the building.
Switows’ Grand and Settos’ Elks Theatre at New Albany, Ind., within rifle shot
of Louisville across the Ohio River, have
been building goodwill by awarding sev5G

the city ... A “man on the street” radio
program emanates daily now from the
lobby of the Kentucky in Louisville over
Radio Station WGRC. Loew’s is tied up in
a similar program over WHAS.
A. A. Daugherty,

film critic for the

Louisville Times, doesn’t have much regard for press agents’ judgment of time.
There’s a sign on his desk which reads:
“Press Agents Welcome — 7 Minutes’’ . . .
It may have been a press gag. At any rate,
C. L. Hannah, manager of the Brown, received a publicity picture of Mickey
Rooney and a dog, “Hobo,” and turned it
over to the newspapers. The lines for the
pic said the dog followed Rooney into
scenes of “The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn.” Imagine Hannah’s embarrassment
when he couldn’t find the dog anywhere
in the film.

Variety Convention
Committees Set
Detroit — Plans

for

the

national

Variety

Club convention, to be held here April 2830, progressed with committee appointments enrolling most of the leading figures
of the industry in this territory. The committees as announced by John E. Flynn,
general chairman, are:
General: John E. Flynn, chairman; E. C. Beatty. William Carlson, Edgar E. Kirchner, Frank
J. Downey, David M. Idzal, George W. Trendle,
Charles C. Perry, Henderson M. Richey and David
Newman,
secretary.
Entertainment: David M. Idzal, chairman; J. O.
Brooks.
Transportation: Harold C. Robinson, chairman.
Finance: Edgar E. Kirchner, chairman.
Speakers and Guests: Charles C. Perry, William
Carlson.
Publicity: Earl Hudson, chairman; Warren Slee,
Fred
Sehader, Harry
Remington,
Malcolm
W.
Bingay, Jack
Manning,
Fred Gaertner, H. M.
Richey, Pete Wemhoff, H. F. Reves.
Hotel Reservations: Edgar E. Kirchner, chairman; William Flemion, Jack Stewart.
Decoration: Elmer Kiehler, chairman; Hal Burriss, Robert Mork, Joseph Watson, Russell Legge.
Welcoming
and
Reception: H. Cem
Merritt,
chairman; Lew Wisper, Frank Wetsman,
Barney
Kilbride, Don Widland, Wade Allen, L. C. Becker,
Fred DeLodder jr., W. J. Turnbull, Ed Long, Ed
Stuckey, Tunis E. Stinson, and
Judge
D. H.
Merriam.
Program:
William
Carlson, chairman;
Floyd
Chrysler, Harris
Silverberg, Charles
Snyder,
Joseph Kollar, Frank Lorenzen, Walter Stebbins,
Arthur Caplan, Nat Haase, William Rick, Harold
Robinson, Robert Lohmar, Sheldon H. Fairbanks,
Duncan
McCrea. Irving Belinsky, John
Reiter,
Wade
Allen, Max
Blumenthal,
David
Kaplan,
William Hurlbut, Frank
Wetsman,
Alex Schreiber, Richard Cohn, Jack Dickstein, Sol Berns,
Moe
Dudelson, Jack Thompson,
George McCoy,
Ray Moon, Arthur Robinson and Ralph Ruben.
Banquet
and
Table Arrangements:
Frank
J.
Downey,
chairman; John Howard,
Jack Reiter,
Claire Townsend,
Ed
Westcott, Fred
Bonnem,
Eddie Heiber, Jack Morgan, Ray Cloud, Adolph
Goldberg, Joseph Lenahan, Judge John P. Scallen,
Fred Frahm, Max Smitt, E. S. Kinney, Sam Barrett, J. H. Young, Floyd Chrysler, Jack Sharkey,
George McCoy, Milton Cohen, B. Tighe, Harold
Sandelman, Irving Goldberg, Charles Komer, Jack
Haley, D. H. Merriam, Duncan
McCrea, H. M.
Richey, L. H. Gardner, and John Dembeck.

Busy With Series of
Shows for Shut-Ins
Detroit — Arthur

Robinson,

chairman

of

Variety Club’s Welfare Committee, is busy
filling a series of shows for shut-ins.
Those booked this week include:
March 30 — Sarah Fisher Home.
April 4 — St. Francis Hospital, Hamtramck.
April 5 — Eastlawn Tubercular Sanitarium, Farmington.
April 7 — Bertha Fisher Home for the
Aged.
April 11 — Little Sisters of the Poor.
April 13 — Methodist Children’s Home.
Robert J. Mork Honor
Guest at Variety
Detroit — Robert

J. Mork

of Mork-Green

Studios was honor guest Monday at Variety’s luncheon at the Book-Cadillac Hotel. The male glee club of Wayne University and stars from Michigan’s Sportsmen’s Show furnished entertainment.
New
WUods

Woodsfield

field,

Ohio — A

House

new

theatre

is to

be built here by Interstate Theatres, Inc.,
and Mrs. Mena Fleihman. Work will start
as soon as weather permits.
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Z returned last weekend
B. HORWIT
M from
Florida where he went the end
of December to complete his recovery from
pneumonia . . . Sam Galanty, Columbia
district manager, spent part of the week
here visiting with the local branch manager, Lester Zucker . . . Oscar Bloom has
joined the local Columbia sales force as
successor to George Becker, resigned, and
Jack

Share, promoted from the Washington, D. C., booking department, has been

added to the sales force . . . Julius Lamm’s
brother-in-law, S. Sussman, owner of the
Adelphi Theatre, Chicago, made a special
trip to Cleveland last week to see how
the Warner Colony Theatre Book Review
matinee went over.
Luncheon

service

in the

Warner

Club

will be discontinued for the summer starting April 14 . . . Cliff Lewis, director of
publicity at the Paramount studios, and
his assistant, Ralph Lawlor, have been in
town making final arrangements for the
Paramount “ Union Pacific” trains to park
in the Terminal Station here on May 2
when

it will be on
eral public.

Edwin

Goodwin

exhibition

of

to the gen-

Quality

Premiums

was

in town looking over the local premium situation with his Cleveland representative, Sidney Garfinkle . . . Manny
Weiss has been appointed manager of the
Metropolitan Theatre here, succeeding Jack
McBride, resigned . . . P. R. Tourney of
the Princess Theatre, Wauseon, was spotted along Filmrow during the week.

Joe Kauffman has taken over the reins
of the local Universal exchange where
he succeeds Joe Engel, transferred to the
Albany branch as manager. An effort to
stage a farewell testimonial dinner for
Engel was frustrated because he had to
leave town earlier than anticipated. None
of which lessens the general regret of the
members of the industry at his leaving
Cleveland.

The

Cleveland

Republic

executive

and

sales force will attend the Republic convention in New York on April 12-13 en
masse. There’ll be Nat Lefton, franchise
owner; S. P. Gorrell, sales manager; A1
Gregg, publicity director; Frank Belles,
Jack Lefton, Rudy Norton, salesmen, and
Leonard Mislikind, booker.
Commander

Hoioard

( Paramount ) Roth

of Variety Post 313 has arranged for a
Post stag party to be held at the Sunrise
Brewery on Friday, April 14, at 8:30 p. m.
This is to be strictly a social gathering,
Roth announces, without any collections.
Harry Reinhart, Canton exhibitor who
has been vacationing in California and
Hawaii, returned home last Sunday . . .
S. A. Gerson, Columbia salesman who has
been out of commission for two months
on account of an automobile accident,
made his premier appearance on Filmrow
the other day on crutches . . . Jack Shea,
circuit owner, was in town for a couple
of days.

Congratulations

Book Reviews

Catch On

At Colony, Cleveland
Cleveland — First of the Warner Colony
Wednesday afternoon Book Reviews proved
a success with approximately 200 people,
mostly women, in attendance to hear Dr.
Joseph Remenyi, professor of literature at
Cleveland College of Western Reserve
University, review Georges Duhamers
“Savarin.”
Manager Marvin Samuelson, who originated the idea in Cleveland, thinks the
idea will build as it goes along.
Leila Heath Neff reviews Pearl Buck’s
“The Patriot” on April 5, and the following
Wednesday Dorothy Fuldheim will discuss
David

Rame’s

Theatre

“Wine

of Good

Hope.”

in Auditorium

Of Georgetown, Ohio
Georgetown, Ohio — K. R. Roberts and
J. H. Davidson have leased the auditorium
in the new municipal building and are
planning to equip it for pictures. The new
theatre will be called the Grant.
The

partners operate houses in Greenfield, New Vienna and Circleville and are
connected with Ellaness Theatres, Inc.,
Cincinnati.

Charles

F. Higgins

Columbus, Ohio — Charles F. Higgins, 56,
operating a billposting plant here, died
March 26 after a brief illness. His widow
and a sister survive.
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Nat Lefton thought he was in the wrong
church when he opened the door of his
office upon his recent return from Florida.
During

the absence of the Republic exchange chief, Sam Gorrell, his first lieutenant, supervised a complete job of decorating that has resulted in new equipment
throughout including bronze lighting fixtures and walnut furniture . . . Carl Laufer, head of the local office of TrailerMade service, has sold his service to the
new

1,500-seat Shore
ed Easter Sunday.

Theatre,

which

open-

Leo Dwyer is planning to increase the
seating capacity of his Lake Theatre in
Celina . . . Joseph Walter Trunk of Youngstown was one of the few out-of-town
exhibitors of the week . . . Milton S.
Harris, publicity director of Loew’s Theatres in Cleveland, spent the week in New
York at the Loew home office.
“Duke” Clark, Paramount branch manager, drove down to his former home, Columbus, last Tuesday to attend the ceremony of inducting Governor Bricker into
the Columbus Variety Club. Clark is a
former president of the Columbus club
and

a national

first vice-president.

Spaetka,

as-

Christine Werner of the RKO
office
force returned to work last Monday after
a six-week illness . . . Two oldtime exhibitors who have been out of the business for a long time, may be flirting with
the idea of a comeback. They are John
Perruzi, one-time owner of the Butler
Theatre at Niles, and Mike Moranz, who
used to operate the Home Theatre, Youngstown. Together they were seen making
the rounds of the exchanges.
The

new

Pearl

Theatre,

Lorain,

built

by Miss Nazera Zegiob, opens Easter Sunday . . . P. J. Wood, secretary of ITO of
Ohio, was guest of honor at the recent
meeting of the Cleveland Motion Picture
Exhibitors Ass’n. He promised to attend
the follow-up meeting announced for Friday, April 14.
J. Real Neth, Columbus circuit owner,
is now at his home from the hospital
where he has been nursing a broken ankle
plus complications, since January 15 . . .
Herbert Greenblatt, RKO
branch manager, spent last week in the Toledo territory rounding up dates on the new Astaire-Rogers picture, “The Story of Vernon and Irene

Holbrook C. Bissell, former Columbia
branch manager and an independent distributor in the territory for the past year,
has left Cleveland to establish himself in
the advertising business in the east. He
takes with him best wishes for success
from his very many friends.

to Charles

sistant manager at Warner’s Sixth Street
Theatre, Coshocton, and to Mrs. Spaetka
are in order. The occasion is the recent
arrival of two daughters and the later news
that Mrs. Spaetka and both the girls are
doing fine.

Castle.”

Big Features , Cleveland,
Getting Good Support
Cleveland — Carl Scheuch and Bernie
Rubin, who head the recently opened Big
Feature Rights Exchange at 505 Film Bldg.,
announce
Warner’s

“Prison
Uptown

Trail” is now playing
and Variety theatres

here and Warner’s Strand
Headleys at Home,” with
in the lead, also has been
same Warner houses.

in Akron. “The
Evalyn Venable
booked into the

“The Slums of New York,” with Mickey
Rooney and directed by George B. Seitz, is
also in demand.

Majestic in Columbus
Reduces Admissions
Columbus, Ohio — C. Harry Schreiber,
RKO city manager, announces reductions
in Majestic Theatre admissions, effective
at once. The Majestic will have a 25-cent
top at night as compared with 42 cents
at other first-runs downtown.
At the same time, Schreiber announces
Tom Keene, cowboy star, and his 12-person
show, open a four-day run April 8.

Now

An Office

in Cleveland

Hollywood Advertising Co.
FLAGS

- BANNERS

- VALANCES

402 Film Bldg. — PRospect
AL SUNSHINE
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pRIENDS of the Filmrow Bowling League
are invited to attend the eighth annual
banquet May 6 at the Carlisle Club. Tickets may be purchased from Joe Pemberton, secretary, or Pete Quiter, treasurer.
The league would appreciate receiving some
small gifts to be distributed as awards.
Such prizes should not cost more than one
dollar each. Please bring your prize to
Boxoffice headquarters, 1701 Blvd. of the
Allies, and
tached.

be sure that your

name

from

Mrs. Joseph Kaliski, wife of the veteran
local film man who is now GN manager
at Boston, was a guest at the Variety Club
last Friday. Also present was Mrs. Samuel Wheeler, wife of the 20th-Fox manager at Washington . . . Joe Feldman, local
WB advertising head, was in New York
over the week-end attending a meeting of
district advertising chiefs for the company
. . . John H. Harris, theatrical and hockey
magnate, spoke at the testimonial dinner
which honored Dr. W. D. McClelland, retiring chairman of the state athletic commission.
The Yiddish comedy, “Mamele,” starring
Molly Picon, is on view at Gabe Rubin’s
Art Cinema . . . The clean-up squad at
Loew’s Penn found 10 -year-old Norman
Sillman of McManus St. asleep in a seat
after closing hours the other night. The
youth told police that he had played
hookey from school and had “crashed” the
gate during the afternoon . . . Local newspapers have declared editorially against
the bill for the establishment of a state
lottery which has been reported favorably
by the House law and order committee.
M.

A. Rosenberg, MPTO
president, entertained friends at his home in honor of

Jules

Lapidus, former GN district representative, who is now installed as local

manager for New Universal . . . Miss Mathilda Kiel of the MPTO
office has re-

Max Shulgold Is Named
GN Pittsburgh Head
Pittsburgh — Max
Shulgold has been
named local branch manager for Grand
National. The veteran film representative
has been connected with GN for several
years.
He replaces Charles Dortic who resigned
to accept the sales post vacated recently
by Maurice Kinder at Warner Bros. Dortic joins Warner April 3 as West Virginia sales representative.

an eye infection

and

is back

at work . . . Jim Alexander, Sam Fineberg, George W. Collins and Hymie
Wheeler are preparing to shove off for
their annual Republic convention . . . Don
Mungello is still gaining weight . . . Mrs.
C. P. Church

wants

us to “fix it” so that

In Pittsburgh
B.

KESTER,

East

Liberty

exhibitor,

died . . . Harry Hendel expanded his exhibition activities . . . P. L. Dysard was
named manager of the Masonic, Hinton,
W. Va. . . . Spring arrived and with it
came the sidewalk kibitzers to clutter up
Forbes

street’s Filmrow

. . . Max

Shulgold

opened the golf season . . . “Weary River”
closed a month’s engagement at the Grand
after establishing a gross record for the
house at 75 cents admission; coming in
is “Sonny

Boy.”

Ground was broken at Rochester, Pa.,
for a new theatre . . . Legislature ignored
a measure to permit Sunday exhibitions
for charity ... Ed Morton was busy with
spring housecleaning orders for NTS . . .
Jerry Mayhall was arranging music for
Stanley and Enright theatres . . . Affiliated Theatrical Utilities was adding new
members . . . General Talking Pictures
Corp. advertised the fact that Dr. Lee
DeForest filed patent applications for his
sound reproducing system in March, 1910
. . . Harris Mt. Oliver Theatre was being
readied for a grand opening.
Variety Club’s active members including John H. Harris, John J. Maloney, Ira
H. Cohn, John McGreevey, Dave Brown,
Jimmy Balmer, Jack Graham, Ben Amdur,
Sam DeFazio, Steve Forrest and Frank
Shepherd, staged a party in honor of
Johnny Palace, Steve Frieda, Kenneth Harlan and other Davis Theatre vaudeville
stars of the week . . . S. P. Farber was
named as local representative for Advance
Trailer Co. . . . Jim Alexander’s “Round
Up” brought in extra business for the
Walt Disney Mickey Mouse cartoons, now
in sound.
Ira H. Cohn was working up a “Jimmie
Grainger” Week at his local Fox branch
exchange . . . Audrey Littell, local Film
Board secretary, called to New York in a
government trial of block-booking and arbitraion. . . Larry Puglia acquired the
Eclipse, Waynesburg, from Charles F. Silveus, who retired after 18 years in business here . . . Tom Mix, interviewed here,
said sound wouldn’t help western pictures
. . . George Sharp opened his usual summer season of stock at the Pitt . . . Herb
Genter was named local M-G-M
office
manager . . . Charlie Mergen was promoted
as booker at the Paramount exchange.
Harry

Milstein, Universal

manager,

was

selling his special “Show Boat,” and Abe
Schnitzer, RKO
boss, was offering the
new company’s (Radio’s) bow-in show,
“Syncopation,” with Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians and Morton Downey . . . Harry
F. Grelle was covering the West Virginia
territory with his “The Pace
and “The Road to Ruin.”

she wins the Republic mystery control
radio . . . Harry Batastini has returned
from his vacation in Florida . . . Harvey
Immerman was here from Erie . . . Bob
Freeman is readying an announcement
. . . The Lampros brothers were Filmrow
shoppers.
Two-way traffic is now permitted on
the streets which lead to the Blvd. of the
Allies, but please observe that there are
no left turns . . . George P. Geinzer is
busy with plans for a new theatre at

10 Years Ago

is at-

Sympathy to members of the Silverberg
family on the death of Meyer H. Silverberg, father of Harris )NSS, Detroit) ,
Maurice ( until recently with GN here),
Dr. Minor, Miriam, Minnie (secretary at
the local Universal exchange) , and Gladys.
The deceased formerly was employed on
Filmrow and in recent years had served
as a checker . . . Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Browarsky have returned from a vacation
spent in Florida . . . Peter Rosian, special New York representative for Universal, was here conferring with Jules Lapidus, new local branch manager for the
company, and Joseph R. Kauffman, who
has assumed duties as Cleveland manager.
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covered

That

Kills”

Library; he’s been doing a lot of shopping
. . . Pete A?it07ioplos will have an announcement soon . . . John C. Friburg, circuit operator, gets no salary as burgess
of Johnsoriburg . . . Jim DiMauro, who
has taken over operation of the theatre
at Jerome, busy making the rounds of the
film exchanges . . . Charlie Truran is
taking quite an interest in the promotion
of an industry shindig in the northern
territory.
J. B. “Pop” Kane is still single-billing at his Nemo, Pitcairn . . . Ben Amdur
is vacationing in Florida . . . Max Arnold
is looking around for a theatre . . . Among
the busiest Filmrow shoppers are the Mervis boys . . . Joe Gray, former U. S. congressman, is on active duty at his theatre
in Spangler, and was seen on the job
selling tickets . . . Warner will forward
plans for a new theatre at Titusville . . .
Nino Martini closed May
season at Syria Mosque.

Beegle’s

concert

S. Sylvan Simon, young M-G-M director who has fust previewed his picture,
“The Kid From Texas,” is here paying a
visit to his mother . . . Exhibitors Program & Show Print Co., operated for
many years by Joe Wagman, has folded
. . . Capacity audiences greeted the “dollar
top ” performances of “The Women” at
the Nixon, Manager Harry Brown reporting 19.331 admissions . . . Pete Alderman
was

laid up with the flu .. . John McGreevey, vacationing in Florida, visited the

Reds’ baseball camp at Bradenton . . . Sam
Kaplan, returning from a business tour
of the country,

was

a visitor at Art Mor-

rone’s.
Contract bids are being taken by R. L
Whitten, Charleston, W. Va., architect,
on a new theatre to be built in Lewisburg.
Lessee is E. R. Custer of Charleston. When
completed, the Lewisburg house will seat
650 . . . Peter M. Hulsken and Lyman
T. Strong are architects
tre to be built on Main

for the new theaSt. at Fairmount,

W. Va., by the Friendly City Amusement
Co. Construction bids are presently being
taken.

Conducts Drive Against
" Curb-Stone " Bookers
Pittsburgh — This

city is infested

with

curb-stone theatrical bookers “worse than
ever,” writes Deacon Livingston in his
weekly sermon for the Tri-State Showorld,
published by James S. Nudi.
“Why don’t the state give more help to
stamp out this nuisance?” inquires the
Deacon. He blames the acts themselves
“for doing

business

with

BOXOFFICE
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Film Festival Set

CINCINNATI

For April 12-16

■J"HE MID- WEST CORP. will construct a
new and modern theatre downtown on
the site of the present Grand Opera House,
an RKO
theatre. Demolition of the old

Cleveland — Preparation

for

the

Cleve-

land Cinema Club’s Second Annual Motion
Picture Festival, April 12-16, is rapidly
nearing completion. Mrs. Frank R. Anderson, Cinema Club president, has been
assured that Mr. Harold Hendee, research
director of RKO, and Miss Virginia Skinner, associate director of consumer division of the Crowell Publishing Co., will be
here for the event. Miss Skinner will be
the guest speaker at the Wednesday
luncheon gathering, which also celebrates
the club’s 22nd birthday. Miss Bertelle
M. Lyttle, who posseses a life membership
in the club will talk on “How the World
Has Come to Meet Our Ideas,” and Mrs.
Elmer G. Derr, first president of the
Cleveland Cinema Club, will tell anecdotes
concerned with the early life of the club.
Mrs. R. K. Jones is chairman of arrangements for the Motion Picture Festival Week. She is being assisted by:
Mrs. J. F. Kemper, publicity chairman;
Mrs. R. F. Moyer, secretary; Mrs. Willard
Peden, treasurer; Mrs. Ray S. Long, hostess; Mrs. O. J. Deming, ways and means;
Mrs. W. V. Fiske, review; Mrs. O. W.
Crawshaw, federated clubs; Miss Bertelle
M. Lyttle, bulletin; Mrs.
narde, youth appreciation.

Dorothy

April

12

10:30 a. m. — Chamber
of Commerce
Colonial
Room;
Regular Study Group Meeting; Mrs. W.
V. Fiske, chairman.
Bulletin: Miss Bertelle M.
Lyttle. Topic, “Directors.”
12:00 noon — ‘Broadcast over W]TAM
by Mrs.
Frank R. Anderson, Virginia L. Skinner, Dorothy
Fuldheim.
12:30 p. m. — Luncheon. Chairman, Mrs. O. J.
Deming;
Mrs. Ray
Long, speaker; Virginia L.
Skinner, associated director of the consumers division of the Crowell Publishing Co. of N. Y.
Topic: “What
Today’s Woman
Should Know.”
Guest speaker: Dorthy Fuldheim. Topic, “Educational Aspects of the Movies — Regimentation as a
Result of Filmis.”

Thursday,

April

13

7:00 p. m. — Chamber
of Commerce
Ball Room.
Banquet. Chairmen: Mrs. O. J. Deming, Mrs. J.
F. Kemper.
Speaker: Mr. Harold Hendee, Research Director of RKO.

Friday,

April

2:00 p. m. — Hotel Statler Ballroom,. Mrs. O. W.
Crawshaw,
chairman, motion picture department
federation of women’s clubs. Speaker: Dr. E. N.
Dietrich, director of education of Ohio. Guest
Speaker: Roy
Reichelderfer, director of censor
division.
10:30
benarde.

April

Sunday,

the Art
Cinema

15

a. m. — Chamber
of Commerce.
Youth
preciation conference. Chairman:
Dorothy

April

2:30 p. m. — Cleveland Art
Photography.
Conducted by

apDe-

10
Museum.
Amateur
Mr. Milton Fox of

Museum', including Dr. James Bliss of the
Laboratory of Western Reserve University.

Eighth Convention
Akron,

Ohio — The

eighth

annual

district

convention of stage and motion picture
employes will be held here at Hotel Portage June 4 and 5. More than 100 delegates from Ohio, Michigan, Indiana and
Kentucky will be here for the two-day
session and, in addition, there will be 150
visitors.

BOXOFFICE

:: April 8, 1939

will beSpringfield,

special- extraordinary publicity campaign is slated for the Cincinnati showing

of “The Castles,” biographical story of Vernon and Irene Castle, the famous dancing
team, set for April 7 at the RKO Shubert
for an extended run of three weeks. E. V.
“Dimiy” Dinerman will handle the campaign.
Ike and Abe Libson are back from their
extended vacation and rest in Florida . . .
Harry Bugie, connected with the local Warner sales force for many years, is resigning to join a Cleveland booking concern.
Bugie
Fox.

is a

brother

Sofie Ringer

to L. Bugie

and

Lizette

of 20th-

Baughman

of

Universal are on the sick list . . . Shea’s
has taken over the Lyn in Lancaster.
Visitors at the Row: Sam Gorrell, Tippecanoe City; Jonas Thomas, Springfield;
George Fettick, Mid- West Corp.; E. J.
Meyers, Chillicothe; Tom
Broad, St.
Mary’s; George Pekras,
Wolf and Jack Shea.

Columbus;

Bertha

Cleveland — The

Paramount

On

local

“Union

Pa-

Paramount

branch

the trip east the trains will stop for

of “Union Pacific,” and Barbara Stanwyck
and Joel McCrea, stars of the picture, will
be passengers.
In Cleveland, said Clark, cases of California Sunkist oranges will be distributed
the city’s underprivileged

children.

Cleveland — Although

Republic’s

“Man

of Conquest” has no first-run release date
locally as yet, the public has been made
Texas-conscious by Fred Meyers, publicity
director of the Cleveland Public Library,
to the extent that the library had to buy
additional books on subjects pertaining to
the state’s history, to meet the demand.
A third floor display in the Main Library
proved so popular Meyers moved it down
to the main floor and is now checking
as a result of the dis-

play.

John L. Nevin
Louisville

theatre
of 59.

—

worker,

silent

local theatres

as part

of the

50th

anni-

versary celebration of Gus Sun’s breaking into the show business as a circus
The houses showing the silents with their
juggler.
piano accompaniment also will screen oldtime songs, and will provide other atmospheric entertainment.
In other local houses there will be vaudeville under the split-week arrangement
started and popularized by Gus Sim, and
on Saturday, April 29, the Jubilee Week
will be climaxed with a banquet, the high
spots of which will be aired.
Attending will be stars of the screen,
stage and movies, many of whom either
broke in or played at some periods in their
careers on Sun time.

John

is dead

Dead
L.

Nevin,

here

Sun

operated

the Sun

Brothers

Cir-

retired

at the

years

has

booking
cities.

operated

the

largest

theatrical

office in the country, with headquarters here and branches in five other

During the heyday of vaudeville, the Sun
office booked more than a thousand acts
weekly into over 275 houses from coast to
coast. About a hundred houses, 200 state
and county fairs and as many nite spots
now are
change.

booking

through

the

Sun

ex-

J. Real Neth Moved to
Home From Hospital
Columbus,

Carmel

Ohio — A

Hospital

since

patient

at

January

Mount

15, when

he slipped and fell on icy pavement suffering a broken leg, J. Real Neth has been
removed to his home here.
His condition is reported good, but he
will not be able to return to his office

Books on Texas Are at a
Premium in Cleveland

requested

old

cus, was proprietor of the Gus Sun American Minstrels, and for more than 30

“lookers” in Cleveland and Toledo. On the
trip west, they will halt at Columbus, Dayton and Cincinnati.
It is expected Cecil B. DeMille, producer

the books

the

films in connection with the local celebration of Gus Sun Golden Jubilee Week.
The Jubilee Week will be observed in all

Gus

cific” trains touring the country in behalf
of the picture of that name, will be on
display at the local Terminal Station May
2, from 8:30 to 11 a. m., according to
“Duke” Clark,
manager.

Ohio — Are

film classics still boxoffice?
Film fans in this vicinity will answer
that question during the week of April 23,
when several local houses will run these

Phil Chakeres, president of the Chakerers-Warner Corp., is heading the Jubilee
entertainment committee.

" Union Pacific " Trains
To Stop in Cleveland

among

14

10:30 a. m. — Chamber
of Commerce.
Conference
for visiting delegates. Mrs. Frank
R. Anderson
presiding.

Saturday,

A

in Cincinnati,

Debe-

Motion Picture Festival Week
was inaugurated
last year for the purpose of enlarging the scope
of motion picture appreciation throughout the
city, through a more complete understanding of
the technique of motion picture production.
Mrs. Frank R. Jones, chairman of arrangements
announced the following program of events:

Wednesday,

theatre, a landmark
gin at once.

Old Silent Films
In Gus Sun Fete

age

for some time. His condition became
ous when pneumonia developed.

seri-

Already Booked
By WARNERS, RKO
Circuits

"PRISON

and

Other

TRAIN"

Benj.
Zeidman
With AFred
Keating,
Linda"Special"
Winters
a Fine Cast

and

Big Feature Rights
Exchanges, Inc.
Cleveland

-

Cincinnati

- Indianapolis

59

CJ L. GILBERT, Warner salesman, says
even cold weather and muddy roads
don’t dampen his enthusiasm for his company’s pictures this year . . . Dave Flayer
returned from a trip to Washington last
week. He didn’t see the President . . .
Carl Shalit, Columbia manager, gets the
palm for the best suntan imported from
Florida.

Mort Vinson reports 7,000,000 copies of
Malcolm, W. Bing ay’s “ Who Does Henry
Ford Think He Is?” which he printed , have
been distributed. Bob Fisher, another showman, reports Bingay can remember about
everything that happened in the past 100
years.
Jack Douglas is the new radio and night
club editor of the revived Detroit Saturday
Night . . . Sol Berns is practicing up on a
bigger and better Boarding House Reach
. . . Stanley Oleszkowicz threw a party at
a nearby beer garden for patrons of his
new Avalon Theatre, which opened on
Sunday.

E. V. Smith reports plenty of business.
Among exhibitors who have recently put in
RCA sound are: Claude A. Dock, Dox, Detroit; Arthur Robinson, Odeon, Detroit;
Lew Golden, Franklin, Detroit; Al Rupert,
Rupert, Detroit; Harold Hedler, Oz, Fremont; Vera Graham, Crystal, Chesaning;
Herbert R. Fox, Fox, Mason.
Al Weitschat, film critic of the Detroit
News, proposes Mary Pickford’s old title of
“America’s Sweetheart” be revived for
Deanna Durbin . . . Mitzi Green, former
juvenile screen star, was a big hit in her
personal appearance at the Fox.
Jacob M. Gross, manager of the American AttractiO'ns, is planning to move the
office . . . Ray Schreiber was on the sick
list with a bad cold. His secretary, Mildred
Todd, stayed on the job just long enough

"Flesh" Policy
Detroit — Extension of vaudeville to
other houses in the circuit is planned by
United Detroit Theatres following the tryout at the Annex Theatre. Abe Schiller,
local vaudeville booker, says the tryout
resulted in an increase of 60 per cent
in receipts.
The first houses to get the new unit
now being developed to rotate over the
UDT circuit will be the Ramona and Regent theatres, at which the policy starts
April 11.

SERVICE

I

For All Michigan Exhibitors
Experienced - Dependable - Reasonable

EMIL
d

60

919
Make

H. BECK

Fox
CH. 1890—
Detroit
this Bids:.—
your Detroit
Headquarters

Ed

C. Beatty, Butterfield g. m., spent

most of the week upstate “riding the circuit . . . R. E. Lagette, manager of the
Acoustical and Specialties Contracting Co.,
left on a trip to Texas . . . Salesman G. V.
McLaughlin reports acoustical activity in
the non-theatrical field very good this season.
Wallace G. Cross of Cross Machine Shop
has returned from Pittsburgh . . . Wayne
Brenkert, projection equipment manufacturer, is more than optimistic about the
business future — and he’s really entitled
to his reputation as a “ steamer-up ” for
the pep he puts into his contacts . . .
Philip McNamee, who recently left Hollywood Theatrical Enterprises, is recovering
after several weeks’ illness.
Carl Buermele and Jack Schreiber were
touring the night clubs together when they
were in Miami. All returned sojourners
from the south speak warmly of Ben
Cohen’s remarkable convalescence down
there. His brother, Lou, is expected to return to Detroit this week.
M-G-M’s staff is busy reminiscing over
the Chicago convention. Those who attended from here were J. E. Flynn, Frank
J. Downey, Jack Morgan, Sandy Sandelman, Floyd Chrysler, Tom Cleary, Howard
Beck, and Warren Slee. Flynn is recovering from a touch of flu.
Jim

West

is still busy

mugging

all

Barkers for the “Rogue’s Gallery” . . .
J. O. Brooks’ spirit during his illness was
expressed in a wire to the “Thursday
Night Gang” from his hospital bed . . .
Father E. J. Flanagan wrote to the Variety
Club the other day about new construction at "Boys Town” and enclosed a photo
showing structures now there.
Merrill Hanna,

Hollywood

Theatre man-

Court Rules for a
Theatre Owner

UDT Is Extending

BOOKING

to get out the payroll before succumbing.

|

Detroit — A circuit court decision here
releases a theatre owner from liability for
the injury of a patron who was shot in
a holdup of a theatre.
The decision was given by Judge Arthur
Webster, in the suit of John T. Humphreys
sr. and jr. against the Cinderella Theatre
Co., seeking $15,000 damages. Dismissal
was based on grounds there was no cause
of action. Costs were assessed against the
plaintiffs.
The son was shot in the lung during a
holdup in the theatre about four years
ago when the house was run by James
Robertson. It subsequently was taken over
by United Detroit Theatres.
Puglia to Remodel
Waynesburg, Pa. — The Opera House will
be closed mid-May for extensive remodeling, according to Larry Puglia.

ager, is also manager of Jack Roper, who
meets Joe Louis in Los Angeles April 24
for the heavyweight title . . . R. P. Rosser
of Naticmal Theatre Supply, who has been
suspected of growing a red mustache for
several weeks, took a good look at Eddie
Jacobson’s black one and reached for the
scissors.
Eddie

Jacobson

became

a member

of

the Grand River Business Men’s Ass’n
this week, in token of his new post as
manager of the Rainbow. A fellow-member
is Manager H. Bloom of the Annex.
Mrs. Charles Holcomb, mother of Ray
Branch, president of Allied Theatres of
Michigan, died recently in her home town
of Fulton, Mich.
George McArthur dined last Monday with
executives of the Ford Motor Co. . . . Bob
Mork, scenic expert, was guest of honor
Monday at Variety . . . G. G. Shipley is rebor Beach.modeling the Community Theatre at HarOfficers
of Masonic
Daylight
theatrical
body,Lodge,
held Detroit’s
an informal
get-together . . . Edward F. Knop, manager
of Cosmopolitan Film Libraries, is adding
projection items as well as several new
film tieups to his line.
Earl Hudson and his UDT cohorts on
Tuesday screened five features in a row
. . . Myron Druskin, who established the
Mission Film Co. here a few months ago,
has closed his office and gone to Minnesota.
Theodore

Reed,

former

Detroiter and

now directing Vaughan Glaser in “What a
Life” for Paramount, applied for his first
theatrical job here 30 years ago when
Glaser had a stock company here.
J. O. Brooks

went

home

this weekend

from St. Mary’s Hospital, his weight down
30 pounds to 195. He is considering a brief
convalescence in Hot Springs, Bermuda,
or on a dude ranch . . . Butterfield closed
the old Gladmer at Lansing Sunday for a
complete rebuilding.
Frank

Wetsman

is a star salesman

for

the program ads of Variety. Ask his victims. George McArthur stoled a march on
Ralph Ruben with his ad this time. Ralph
is still reported “waiting.”
Lew Wisper and the Goldberg Twins are
among the recent returnees from Florida
. . . Bill Flemion’s son is recovering nicely
from his appendectomy.
Dave

Newman

is reported practicing to

be a judge. They’re calling him “judge,”
anyway, these days . . . Bill Carlson and
Frank Lorenzen weren’t playing soldier
in those natty uniforms. They were going
out with the Shrine Drill Team to a Military Ball.
Jack Hurford thinks Charlie McCarthy
may have a rival at the Fox . . . The B&B
Amusement Corp., organized by W. W.
Bleakley, formerly assistant manager of
the RKO Downtown, and his brother, to
operate the Blue Lantern at Island Lake,
Mich., was formally dissolved this week.
Bill Carlson and Hal Burriss posted signs
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in the Film Bldg, this week that there
would he “no Variety party tonight, on account of Yom Kippur.” They meant Passover . . . Max Blumenthal has volunteered
as projectionist for the Variety benefit at
the Fox, April 29.
Claire Townsend and Moe Dudelson have
been added to the Variety Welfare committe . . . Francis Davis, Fred Johnson, Ruben Rosenfield, and Stephen Ferentz, a
brother of the Commander, have joined the
Theatrical Post of the American Legion
. . . Sam Cornelia and Gil Light are reported feuding . . . Pete Baker has recovered
from his recent illness.
Not content with offering stageshows
next week as stage opposition to the Fox,
the management of the Palms-State booked the original “Blondie.” The Fox, of
course, is banking on “Blondie Meets the
Boss” . . . Arthur Treacher — he’s usually
the butler in films — made a personal appearance at the Fox.
Mac Krim has returned from Florida.
He disappointed all by not bringing his
bear up to the Variety Sportsmen’s lunch
Monday . . . Frank Wetsman is arranging
a party to hunt deer next fall — with a bow
and arrow.
Don Widlund regrets the end of the rabbit season . . . Bill Carlson must be taking to riding for his sports. Anyway, he
was eating his lunch standing up the other
day.
Billy Repaid, radio commentator, made
a brief appearance on the Variety program Saturday night . . . Variety Ladies
are holding weekly bridge matinees on
Wednesdays.
Peter A. Simon was busy filming a turtle race at the University of Detroit last
week . . . Pare Lorentz, producer of “The
River,” has left town after a month of
shot-taking for his “Power” . . . Max Zale
of the Cinema Theatre still gets lost on
his own street.
Louis Stavalie of the Dix won $30 and
then found out it was all a dream . . .
George McArthur, after seeing “Gunga
Din,” is practicing up to be a water boy
. . . Michael J. Chargot was busy Monday arranging a contract with W. Benjamin of Grand National for the Chargot
circuit.
Armand Schenck, New York producer,
was in town visiting Excellent Pictures . . .
Harlan Starr of Monogram reported enthusiastically on the dating of “Mystery
of Mr. Wong” at the Palms-State.
Detroit’s M-G-M exchange tied for fifth
place in the National Efficiency Contest
. . . Film Bowling League will hold its annual banquet Saturday, April 22, in the
Silver Room of the Detroit Leland Hotel.
S. K. Decker, former head of Monogram
here, returned this week for a brief visit
from Hollywood. His brother, Joe, who
manages the theatre at Dundee, Mich., was
also here.

Film Peddlers Will Have
Their Own Testimonial

A Pittsburgh Local
Snubs Home Rule
Pittsburgh — At an

annual

Pittsburgh — Film

meeting

last

Wednesday in the Cardinal Room of the
William Penn Hotel members of Local
No. 171 of the MPMO voted to continue
under supervision of its International for
two more years. Only 14 votes were cast
favoring local autonomy, with 182 votes
registered against such action.
Louis Krouse of New York, International
vice-president, presided with Richard
Walsh of Brooklyn, also a vice-president
of the IATSE.
Affairs of the local were taken over five
years ago by the International executive
council.
For the past three years administration
of business of the local has been in the
hands of Lawrence J. Katz of Harrisburg.
Present at the meeting were 210 of the
230 members of the local union.

L, G. Hines

Pittsburgh — Labor

organizations

of the

motion picture industry participated in
the testimonial dinner Saturday evening
which honored Lewis G. Hines, former organizational director of the AFL, now
secretary of labor and industry in Governor James’ cabinet.
Representing IATSE’s local union, No
171, were Lawrence J. Katz, William
Thompson, Louis Indo, Paul Mach, R. C.
Freeman and J. W. Shawkey; Film Exchange union, B-ll, Angelo Marino, Ted
Tolley; Theatre Employes union, B-12,
Charles Kennedy, Catherine Binlein.
Leo Abernathy, president of the central
body and head of the billposters’ union,
and Gene Urban of the Musical Society
were among local AFL leaders present.

Danny Davis Is Planning
Opening on April 10
Lumberport,

W.

Va.

—

Danny

Davis,

secretary of the ITO of West Virginia, will
open his new theatre here April 10. The
new 400-seat house is named the Port.
For the present, Davis is closing his Opera
House here.
In cooperation with local churches, the
exhibitor announced he is discontinuing
Sunday shows.

Lido to Open
Pittsburgh

—

The

Lido

Theatre

at

Philippi, W. Va., is scheduled to open April
8 under the management of Mrs. Helen
Turner. The theatre has been remodeled
and redecorated and new equipment has
been installed. Mrs. Turner was the former
manager of the Charles Anderson Alpine
Theatre, Salem, W. Va.

Turn to Football Talent
Hollywood — In their next assignment

Warner Bros., the Dead End kids will be
members of the freshman football squad
in “The Dead End Kids at College.”
BOXOFFICE
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Joe Lee
Troy,

Ohio — Joe

to Build
Lee

will build

theatre in nearby Covington.

exhibi-

affair, an “In Memoriam” testimonial dinner “to end all testimonials.” Proceeds
will be turned over to the Filmrow Relief
Fund.
Tom

Foley, manager

of the Conneaut

Hotel, states he will serve “a meal to remember” and that he will have the greens
in good shape for the golfers.
The “boys” of the northern territory
are out to “beat” the attendance records
of recent industry social functions at
Clarksburg, W. Va., and Altoona, Pa.
Chairman Judd requests reservations be
“rushed” to James H. Alexander, 1701
Blvd. of the Allies, Pittsburgh, Pa.
All film distributors, supply and accessory dealers of Pittsburgh and theatre
owners and managers throughout the local
territory are invited.

Around $50 was turned over to this
fund as proceeds of the recent Saal Gottlieb-Austin Interrante testimonial dinner
in Altoona.

Alexander s Round-Up
Proves Successful
Pittsburgh — Jim

a

new

Alexander’s

Round-Up

proved one of the best Family Night
parties of the season at the Variety Club
last Friday evening. Seventy-seven Barkers, wives and friends were in attendance and there was exceptional entertainment provided by the Weston Sisters,
harmony trio, with their mother at the
piano, and by the Versatilians, instrumental and vocal quartette of the Continental Bar of the William Penn Hotel.
The Republic representatives wore cowboy hats and “Hi-Ho Silver!” was projected in the fun. Among the musical
numbers were Republic songs, with
“Mexicali Rose” featured. No activity
was planned for April 7, Good Friday.
Harry G. Feldman is in charge of the
April 14 party and Mr. and Mrs. Jules
Lapidus have taken over for April 21.
Steve Cox was King at the April 3 dinner
and Victor A. Rigaumont will preside
April 10.
Local delegates to the national convention of Variety in Detroit, April 28-30, will
be named April 10, according to Ira H.
Cohn, chief barker.
Mrs. Jack Judd was hostess at the
March 28 social of the Ladies Theatrical
Club, with Mrs. L. J. Katz assisting.
Twenty-two ladies were present.

A Social April 12
Pittsburgh

at

and

There will be “Fun, Frolic and Golf” for
all, according to Judd. No fund will be
set aside for prizes or awards, all proFund. ceeds to be donated to the Filmrow Relief

Labor at a Testimonial
Honoring

peddlers

tors of the northern Pennsylvania territory are sponsoring a “get-together of
good guys” at Conneaut Lake Park Tuesday, May 16.
Jack Judd is general chairman of the

—

The

Ladies

Theatrical

Club’s next social will be staged at the
Variety Club, Wednesday afternoon, April
12, with Mrs. Lew Lefton as hostess and
with Mrs. Ed Lebby assisting.

Universal Stall in Pitt

New Gouge Aimed
At Amusements
Harrisburg — Another

Fetes /. R . Kauffman

Pittsburgh — Fred
Pittsburgh — New

amusement

tax

act was introduced into the legislature
this week when 278 new measures went
into the hopper just before the deadline
on introduction of bills at this session.
The new house act, introduced by Rep. E.
Kent Kane, Kushequa, would re-enact the
amusement tax of 1935 which required a
tax of one cent on each 25 cents or fraction thereof of admission, a law which
was repealed in 1937.
The house sent back to committee a bill
proposing a flat income tax of two per
cent.
Proposals were made to tighten restrictions on clubs serving liquor and boosting
requirements for amusement permits for
such establishments.
House introduced revision of the laws
governing procedure under the state penal
code, which includes drastic “equal rights”
sections and other sections important to
theatre owners and operators.
Other measures which might affect the
motion picture industry may still be
“hanging fire,” as Speaker of the House
Ellwood J. Turner ruled bills which are in
the reference bureau can be introduced
later.
New

Bills

Up

Herewith are measures
published in Boxoffice:

H-799 — (Rosenfeld) would
require theatres to
exhibit the American Flag on the screen and the
playing of the National Anthem
at the beginning
of each and every performance, and providing
fine of $10 and costs of prosecution for each inand

fraction, or 10 days’ imprisonment.
order committee.

Before

the

certain amusement
hands of the com-

H-803 — (Fleming) would amend
and extend the
provisions of the Fire Safety Building Regulation
Law
to include inspection and
regulation of
amusement
park equipment, exhibition and fair
buildings, roof gardens, etc. Referred to the committee on state government.
H-805 — (Voorhees) would prohibit the recording
of any radio broadcast without permission. Before the committee on judiciary general.
H-831 — (Curran) would amend
a licensing act
by reducing the tax on keepers of bowling alleys.
Being studied by the ways and means committee.
H-642 — (Brunner) would amend
the counterfeit
or spurious coins act to include other (new)
fraudulent methods and artifices to procure the
operation of various slot machines.
Referred to
the committee on judiciary special.
Out of Committee
H-10 — (Faulkenstein),
ported to floor, but sent

mittee.

legalizing lotteries, reback and buried in com-

H-26 — (Rose &
Andrews), repealing the “gas
gadget” act, passed the house and senate and is
now before Governor James for his signature. The
act had been described as a
“racket” measure
Repeal of the law saves millions of dollars for
owners of buildings, including theatres.
H-475 — (Kane), licensing photographers, passed
first reading; recommitted to committee on professional licensure, March 28.
H-495 — (Schrope

62

&

Downey),

exchange

J. It. KAUFFMAN

York

special representative of the company. Kauffman, who has
been transferred to the Cleveland branch
as manager, will be presented a bridge set.
Joseph Pemberton of the shipping department has prepared
toast” to Kauffman:
“We are gathered
while

this “little poetic

together for a

little

We ourknow
we’ll all miss him deep down
hearts;
And some
decide,
We

may

day

perhaps,

in

only fate can

relating

to

the

Immerman,

Holdup

L. Brown,

veteran

Nets $200

Pittsburgh — John

S. Stahl

jr„ assistant

to his father in the operation of the
Stahl and Elite theatres, Homestead, was
held up by two thugs and robbed of $200
while on his way to the Monongahela
Trust Co. to make a night deposit of theatre receipts.

Talent Search
Ohio — C. Harry

has been named

the regional “Gateway
ent search. Applicants
state will be here on
tions will be from the

Pittsburgh — A.

Schreiber

state chairman

of

of

to Hollywood” talfrom all over the
April 10-12. AudiPalace stage.

to Exhibition
“Mickey”

Sleissinger,

former Greenville exhibitor, has acquired
the lease for the Ritz Theatre, Rankin.
The house had been operated for many
years by Steve Dascalos, who lost the lease.
Sleissinger takes over immediately.
seizure
passed

of

The Gibson. Greenville,
Joins Mutual Theatres
Gibson

Theatre

at Green-

ville, Mich., operated by Gibson Brothers,
has joined Mutual Theatres, bringing the
total number of theatres serviced by the
organization up to 30.
Mutual

now is strictly a booking organization, according to Ray Moon, general

Renovated

Ohio — The

of gambling machines or devices and requiring inventory of all moneys and articles seized,
the house, 179-13. Now in the senate.

Marion

Theatre,

lo-

cal unit of the Northio Theatres, Inc., has
been reopened after a general renovation
costing $20,000. A new $2,500 front has
been installed at the Palace, also one of
the Northio group here.

Slippery Rock Bow
Slippery

Rock,

Pa. — The

New

Theatre

was opened Monday by Edgar E. Shaffer.
Named the Roxy, the theatre was remodeled and converted from a garage.
Shaffer was formerly employed by the
Lipsie-Manos theatres at Vandergrift, Pa.

Bar Strip Tease
Harrisburg — The

strip

tease

in

night

clubs “and all other vulgarity in dress
and action” is out, according to a new
ruling by the state liquor control board.
The regulation, to be strictly enforced,
has raised havoc with club owners but
adjustment is expected after a time.

Sam

Bleyer

Pittsburgh — Sam

Returns

owner

the Palace Theatre, has named Martin
Seed, son of Harry Seed, Pittsburgh branch
manager for Warner Bros., manager of
this theatre. The Palace is being remodeled and when reopened will be known as
the State.

Opens

Pittsburgh — William

Heads

of Palace

Erie, Pa. — Harvey

Marion,

exhibitor in the local territory and operator of the Palace Theatre, Tarentum, Pa„
for a number of years, has been appointed
a special tax investigator in the state department of revenue. His salary is $4,200
annually. The Tarentum theatre will be
managed by his son, William R. Brown.

RKO

Manager

him back with joy and

To State Post

Columbus,

MPTO

Martin Seed Is Named

manager.

welcome

J. Herrington,

secretary, has been appointed a member of
the committee sponsoring a city manager
form of government for Pittsburgh.
This week he was named a member of
the advisory committee of the Allegheny
County
Real Estate Owners and Tax Payers League.

Detroit — The

To toast our ex-boss in befitting style;
May his Cleveland reign be a success from
the start,

formerly

H-730 — (Holland) would amend
the boxing and
wrestling law, requiring a decision in favor of one
of the contestants in certain cases. Before committee on state government.
H-774 — (Curran) would impose a tax on soft
drinks. Referred to ways and means committee.

H-801 — (Kane) would refund
taxes improperly paid. In the
mittee on appropriations.

Universal

employes will bid a fond “good bye — best
wishes” to Joseph R.
Kauffman at a dinner in
the Roosevelt Hotel
here on Monday evening, April 24.
Present, in addition
to the branch staff,
will be Mrs. Kauffman,
Jules Lapidus, who assumes duties as local
manager for New Universal, M r s. Lapidus
and Peter Rosian, New

with pride!”
not

H-746 — (Matthews
&
Haines)
would
refund
taxes collected by the Commonwealth
under the
chain store and theatre act. Referred to the
committee on appropriations.
H-747 — (Winner) would amend
the Sunday motion pictures act of 1935 and provide for referendums
to ascertain the will of the electors not
oftener than once in three years (present law
provides referendums not oftener than once in
five years). Before committee on law and order.
H-753 — (Russell E. Reese) would outlaw Bank
Nights.
Being studied by the law and
order
committee.

law

Herrington Is Prominent
In Pittsburgh Affairs

Bleyer,

60, died

here

late Tuesday following a stroke suffered
two weeks ago. For a number of years he
managed the Leona Theatre, Homestead,
Pa. His - wife survives. Burial was in
Philadelphia.
Lester Hutcheon
Pittsburgh — Lester

W.

Hutcheon,

40, a

member of Shea’s Theatres’ staff for 15
years, died in a local hospital April 2 after
a long illness.
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Maine

Picketing Immunity
Questioned
Boston— The
Moving

question

Picture

182, may

or may

of whether

Operators

Union,

not picket

the

employ

members

To Legalize Sunday

Bill

Shows

E. M. Loew

of

two

non-

AFL

projectionist unions. A restraining order preventing AFL picketing of
E. M. Loew locations was issued years
ago. Corporations operating respective theatres have changed since then,
it is claimed.

A Labor Solidarity
Revealed by Poll

Portland — The

Maine

Senate

Tuesday

reversed its original stand and passed favorably on Sunday motion pictures for the
state. This was in agreement with the
house which passed for study and final
action the proposal legalizing Sunday
shows.
The bill as approved by the house, 78
to 49, carried an amendment calling for a
five-cent tax on each Sunday admission.
It is estimated the tax will produce approximately $200,000 annually for old age
pensions.
Those

opposing the bill’s passage included Senators H.
C. Marden
of
Waterville, chairman of the legal affairs

Boston — An informal and impartial poll
by Boxoffice among
a cross-section of
members in the Exchange Employes Local
— comprising IATSE-affiliated shippers,
inspectresses, and poster clerks in Boston
film exchanges — revealed several things.
The subject was in relation to the New
York labor walkout precipitated by Local
306 efforts to oust the Amalgamation of
Empire Operators.
The
should

Approves

Local

theatres has arisen again. The majority of the houses in this independent
chain

Senate

question was: “If a similar strike
be called in Boston, what would you

committee and a signer of the adverse report; James K. Chamberlain of Brower
and Charles J. Chase of Sebec.
Senator Marden in speaking against
the measure said that he did not believe
the majority of the people of Maine were
in favor of the proposal; that the general
public was not, in his opinion, ready for
such a proposal, even with a local option

Maine

will go back to its previous untenable position of shutting its eyes to the
operation of movie houses in communities
where public opinion sanctions Sunday
opening and being mightily law abiding
where

public

opinion

appears

to be

op-

...”
Maine posed
Lottery
Proposal
Defeated in Legislature
Portland — A bill proposing establishment of a state lottery for Maine was defeated in the senate after it had also met
with defeat in the house a day earlier. In
accepting the legal affairs committee’s
majority unfavorable report the two
houses followed a precedent set by previous legislatures on similar lottery proposals.
The bill received no discussion in the
senate. The house, Wednesday, by a 78
to 48 vote, rejected a motion of the bill’s
sponsor, Rep. Chester A. Weed of Manfavorable

chester, to adopt
report.

the committee’s

minority

clause, and that he as well as Chamberlain had received numerous letters opposing the measure.
The
by

do?”

ing. If no compromise is worked out in
the legislature, it must be supposed that

five-cent

Rep.

Robert

tax

amendment

offered

C.

McNamara

<R)

of

Concessions for "Bingo" Are
Disapproved in Committee
Portland — In a divided report submitted to the Maine house of representatives,
legislation legalizing the playing of Beano
when operated by any state-subsidized
agricultural club or fair association was
disapproved by eight of the ten members
of the legal affairs committee.
Signers of the majority unfavorable report included Senators Clifford G. Chase
of Baring; Ralph I. Morse of Belfast, and
H. C. Marden of Waterville; Representatives Robert B. Dow of Norway; J. Bennett Pike of Bridgton; W. Mayo Payson
and Leo G. Shesong of Portland, and
Charles F. Dwinal of Camden.
The
signed
Buzzell
hue of

The Patrons

Were

The

Unsuspecting —

Announcer Robert Terry advances with his WORL mike upon unsuspecting
patrons at the Fine Aits Theatre in Boston. George Kraska, operator of the
foreign film situation, looks on from the left rear of the house.

favorable minority report was
by Representatives Hodgdon C.
of Belfast and William P. DonaBiddeford.
legal affairs

3.

Eleven per cent admitted
know what they would do.

4.

Nine

they

didn’t

per cent would go out on sympathy strike if told to do so by John
Gatelee, national AFL executive, or
James Burke, business manager of the
Moving

5.

Picture Operators and the Exchange Employes Locals.
Five per cent would refuse to strike
under any conditions.
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Winthrop, was adopted by the house without debate.
The reversal of opinion, when the senate
had originally killed the bill by a vote of
17 to 13, followed a request for reconsideration made by Senator Jeremiah Kennedy (R) of Hancock. The bill was then
again debated on Tuesday.
Rep. William P. Donahue of Biddeford,
Democratic

minority floor leader, was unsuccessful in moving for indefinite postponement of the amendment.

In commenting on the senate’s earlier action the Portland Evening Express declared
that

the

Senate had “but postponed enactment of a measure that is surely com-

the

same

day voted “ought to pass” on a bill establishing a license fee of $25 for traveling
amusement shows.

Five in Westbrook
The answers:
1. Sixty per cent would walk out if a
majority of their Local voted in a
general meeting to take such a step.
2. Fifteen per cent would walk out if the
executive committee so voted.

committee

Adverse

Quizzo

Appeal

Ruling

Portland — Five Westbrook men
were
found guilty in the Westbrook municipal
court on charges arising out of a Quizzo
game
and

held at the K. of C. Home, Westbrook. All pleaded not guilty, appealed
furnished bail of $100 each.

O. F. DeVeaux of Brown Street, found
guilty of maintaining a gambling place,
was fined $25 and costs; Amedie Bertin,
Rene Roy, Thomas J. Hebert and Joseph
Doucette, all found guilty of being present
at gambling, were fined $5 and costs.
All cases will be heard at the May term
of superior court.

NE
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J^EWELL KURSON was away from his
newly established Boston booking office of the Graphic Theatre circuit at
164 Stuart St., for a brief bit of New
York business . . . Kenneth Kurson,
field manager for the independent
chain, touched town in his travels . . .
Sam Kurson, sachem of the combine, and
Mrs. Kurson plan to return to Bangor
shortly following a turn at West Coast studio society.
Helen Hookailo, urith the M&iP equipment division, is engaged. She is the
daughter of Lillian Hookailo and of the
late Frank Hookailo of Publix.
Edith Gerber, booker for the Julius Joelson circuit who recently married, is scheduled to move to New York. A former ex-

tion, it is understood, is to enable the legal
completion of certain company business.

brating the holidays with brother Meyer
Fox, local Columbia accessories assistant,
and others.

Bunny Rosenberg, former branch manager’s secretary at GB, now secretary to
local Warner Theatres head, Max Melincoff, has been shaking off the grippe.

A former local theatre treasurer and his
wife were divorced here last week, she renually. ceiving custody of a son and $780 an-

Dr. William
the Theatrical
returned home
week where he
leg.
one automobile

Basch, past commander of
Post of American Legion,
from Trumbull Hospital last
had been confined following
mishap and one fractured

Virginia Armstrong, formerly on the
RKO vaudeville loop, has complete charge
of costuming Harvard’s Hasty Pudding,
prevalent female impersonators and such.
William

Richard Mahn, personal secretary to
Charles Koerner since Eleanor Macdonald
took the bridal path several years ago,
goes to the Pacific with the new RKO West
Coast divisional manager. Mahn, a champion tennis player, was recently married.
Ernest Pelson, formerly with Harry
Segal at Imperial in Boston and at the
Lincoln Theatre in New Haven, is now in
New York.

S. Koster, the seat renovator,
Traffic tieups, common in the narrowstreeted film district, impelled someone to
send in a citizen’s police alarm near noon
last week Friday. An automobile had been
parked at the right turn into Winchester
Street from Church.
Jerry Crowley has been moved to the
M-G-M booking department from the
shipping quarters to replace Matt Donahue
while the latter continues on a special
Chicago assignment, according to Chief
Booker Charles Repec.
Nellie McLaughlin, Dora Kraska, and
Celia Shapiro of Imperial were setting off
gardenias the other Friday. Marcel Mekelburg, at present covering a special selling
assignment for the inde, was decorated
with two-and-one-half leaves on the deal.
Abe Weiner, who went back to his duties
as an UA brmich manager following his
recent wedding here, has been mapping a
honeymoon trail.
M. N. Wolf, Jack Byrne, Harry Wolper,
J. M. Cummings, Razz Goldstein, Ed Renick, Harry Worden, Harry Rosenblatt, Ray
Curran, and Ben Bebchick are back at
ing.
M-G-M following Chicago conventioneer-

Back From

the West Indies —

Lou Brown, director of publicity for Loew-Poli Theatres; Mrs. Brown; Harry
Shaw, Loew Poli division manager; Mrs. Shaw; Lester B. Isaac, projection
sound chief of Loew’s, Inc., and Shirley Lou Brown, return from a vacation
trip to the West Indies.
change booking veteran is said to be in
line for the position.

may now be located at the Copley Theatre
where he has an office.

William H. McLaughlin, Stoneham exhibitor and Allied director, and Roy E.
Heffner, Bank Night owner in New England, shook hands out of court last week
and settled a brief litigation for commission collection.

Sam Asher, veteran local projectionist
and brother of Harry Asher, has been confined at the Soldiers Hospital in Chelsea.
He is a Spanish American War campaigner.

At Fall River, where plans for a new
theatre have long been in progress as
announced here some time ago, a permit
has been granted for a South Main St.
structure that will house a 1,500-seat showplace, as well as offices and stores. The
city has long been Nathan
hold.

Yamins’ strong-

Michael A. O'Leary, former film operator, and others have a bill before the
Massachusetts legislature for the revival
for a two-year period of the Inman Square
Amusement Co. of Cambridge. The peti-
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Dorothy Hamlin, secretary to Manager
Fred Greenway of Loewfs State, was abed
last week with the flu.

Arthur Ungar, the premium
has been in town.

executive,

Joe Walsh, who recently took over the
Rialto at Windsor Locks, may close the
Connecticut house about June 3 for complete rejuvenation.
Phil Berler, E. M. Loew head
has been Spanish Main-ing
missus, took a cold along with
United Fruit Company’s S. S.

booker who
it with the
him on the
Veragua.

Carl King, Williamstown theatreman,
and Mrs. King were in town on business
last week and overnight guests at the
Statler.

Kenneth R. Douglass, who is already
limbering up his bait-casting rods, announces that Capitol Theatre Supply is
featuring carpets, rugs, rubber mats, and
other flooring materials this month.

Mrs. Tex Safrine, wife of the theatre
operator, is convalescing following a minor
operation that had her hospitalized. She
was up briefly last week for the first time
in some days.

Harry Segal, head of Imperial Pictures
here, was in New York on business last
week, continuing extended conferences
there.

Frank Dervin, Universal salesman, and
Mrs. Dervin have recovered from the effects of the grippe.

Phil Fox, Columbia manager in Albany,
and his bride were in town this week cele-

Seymour Krieger, special department of
justice attorney here from New York for
anti-trust reasons, has been beckoned to
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by at least two
AUied circuits.

independent

and

non-

Carl Kreuger is scheduled to be in Boston ahead of “Union Pacific” mechanized
publicity. The train is due here May 4, according to M&P.
Agnes Crowley, Universal cashier formerly with Pathe, has been out with the
grippe . . . Pauline Glazier, office manaditto.

ger’s secretary at ditto exchange,

has been

stomach ailment. Her condition is not
held to be serious, and she was expected

A Farewell Party Is
Accorded Koerner
Boston — Charles

W.

Koerner,

RKO

to be taking the California sun-cure soon.
Harry McDonald, twice before local RKO
division head, succeeds Koerner. McDonald, who has recently been managing
the Albee in Providence, once relieved
Charles Winston when the latter was sick,
di-

visional manager transferred from here to
the west coast, was presented with a $1,000
chest of silver at a Cocoanut Grove farewell party Sunday. The film fraternity

A1 Somerby, for years manager of the
Bowdoin Square, is now concentrating his
efforts on the Howard Atheneum.
Tucker, RKO
publicity photographer for some years and a special lensman for Boxoffice, is handling the new
Boston Transcript rotogravure section and
enhancing news pix with unusual angle
and shadow effects.

Major Patrick F. Healey, state film head
and commander of the Theatrical Post of
American Legion, was chairman of the
committee in charge of the Koerner
tribute. Associated with him were H. M.
Addison, Thomas Bailey, Thad Barrows,

Ed Seufert is now working under Walter
Higgens in the M&P accounting department
at 60 Scollay Square . . . Herb Mallard,
replaced by the booking department transferee, resigned from the circuit to go with
the Prudential Playhouse outfit in New
York . . . Marietta Baer, in turn, now has
the latter M&P assignment.

Max

Magovsky,

Sam

Berg, C. S. Breed, Joseph H. Brennan, Steve Broidy, Harry Browning, Russ
Cropper, William Cuddy, Joseph A. DiPesa,
Ben Domingo, John Dervin, Joseph Ehrlich,
Maxwell Fox, Larry Gardiner, Emmett

director who
in town this

president

of

the

Gavin, George Gibbs, Jack Granara, Chester Grenier, Edward Harkins, George Holland, Charles S. Howard, Bert Jacocks,

Ex-

change Employe’ Local and head shipper
for National Screen Service, returned to
the Melrose Street branch late last week,
still weak from the flu.

CHARLES

William Kelley, Walter Kiley, Max Levenson, Paul Levi, George McKinnon, Richard
Malm, Mel Massucco, Harry McDonald,
Herb McIntyre, Martin J. Mullin, Elliott

W. KOERNER

turned out heavily to fete Koerner who
left shortly afterward for New York,

Martin Sheridan publicity, WhitemanHimber-Casa Loma music, and high-pressure promotion turned the Candy Show at

whence

Mechanic’s Bldg, into a theatre bugaboo
that drew some 170,000 in five days . . .
Joe DiPesa, the only theatre p. a. to crash
the party, promoted 500 square feet of

Few knew that Mrs. Charles W. Koerner
was obliged to remain behind in the
Phillips House, Massachusetts General

space and set up a Loew’s State and Orpheum booth. Eleanor Alec, in eye-getting
“Honolulu” shrubbery, invited one and all
to shoot at M-G-M stars with an air rifle.
Them what knocked one down got two
ducats.
Nathan Goldstein, Western Massachusetts Theatres partner, was in New York
last week.
H. M. Addison
his Loew’s,

replacing him permanently. Winston now is retired and living in Florida.
McDonald operated the Normandie for
dining, dancing, and beano until Frederick
E. Lieberman leased the old Keith showplace last spring.
Early assurances were that the local
RKO
setup would continue unchanged.
The new division head is understood to be
particularly well satisfied with the work
of Ben Domingo, present RKO city manager who managed the Bijou when McDonald was previously at the helm, and of
Jack Granara, DiPesa-tutored advertising
man.

Dick

James Hogan, Paramount
hails from Lowell, was due
week.

later

week.

he planned

pany with John

Hospital

to head
O’Conner

adjunct, where
dergoing treatment and

west

in com-

later

in

the

she has been unobservation for a

Norton, James O’Brien, Charles Repec,
Jack Saef, Joseph Saxe, A1 Somerby, Samuel Torgan, Martin Tuohy, and Maurice
N. Wolf.
It was an “only opportunity,” commented
Healy, “to express our esteem and friendship to one who has contributed so generously to every cause during his stay in
Boston and reflected credit and honor to
himself

and

the industry.”

"Goodwill is the disposition of
the customer to return to the
place where he has been well
— U. S. Supreme
served."

Court

has been looping it around

Inc., northeastern

division.

May O’Brien of National Screen Service
has been recuperating following an appendix removal at St. Margaret’s

That is why we stock only dependable, serviceable and economical products. See our April
matting.
specialties — rugs and rubber

Hospital.

Tom Bailey, Edward X. Callahan, Harry
Alexander, Sam Berg, Matty Simons, John
Felony, Jimmy Connolly, Harry Gold, and
Norbert Murray
Chi confab.
Marjory

are back

Adams,

from

Boston

20th-Fox’s

Globe

critic,

wrote on “Yes, My Darling Daughter”:
“Sometime it would be interesting to open
a discussion as to why certain dialogue on
the stage will not tend to undermine the
morals of minors, while that same dialogue
in pictures is apt (in censorial minds) to
cause a complete upheaval of public conduct”.

. . Norman Ayres, WB
(Continued on next page)
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M&R Anti-Trust Suit May
A Running Time Record

Set

Bangor Court Permits
Deposition Taking
Boston — U.
has

allowed

Ryan,
Boston

—

Exhibits

in

the

Morse

and

Rothenberg anti-trust suit already have
passed the 3,000 mark. More than 10,000
pages of testimony have been transcribed.
The end of the federal court hearings before Philip Hendrick, master appointed by
the U. S. district court, is still believed to
be weeks away. Already there is talk that
this case will be the longest ever tried
in industry history.
Prosecuting Attorney George S. Ryan, in
entering as an exhibit a copy of a wire
allegedly

sent Tom Bailey, 20th-Fox divisional manager, by E. C. Grainger when
the latter was with the distributor, noted,
“And

in shorthand

in pencil it says, ‘Take

up with Mr. Bailey.’ ”
“Of course,” Chief Defense Counsel Edward McClennen interposed, “I do not
agree to that interpretation of the short-

Morse

At one point, Ryan told Kelly, “Will
answer my question, Mr. Kelly? I am
answering questions today.”
Interrogated Kelly, “What

you
not

was

your

Universal

“Kidded”

some pictures
asked Kelly.

for Nashua?”

George

Ryan

“I maybe did,” Kelly responded.
“Were you trying to deceive Mr. Morse
when you said that?”
“Not necessarily,” said the Universal
branch manager. “Tire race isn’t run. I
could still try. I didn't tell him when I
would try. You can’t pick a winner at the
half.”
“Did you try during the season
you told him you would try?”
“I don’t think I did.”
“Were you just kidding
Ryan venacularized.

him

when

along?”

“Maybe,” Kelly nodded again.
“Isn’t that a fact?” Ryan pressed.
“He kidded me out of a year’s product.
Probably I reciprocated in like turn. I
don’t know.”
Kelly told the lawyer that he had not
sold Universal product to the A. and W.
Amusement Co., a plaintiff in a $100,000
anti-trust suit being tried along with the

items.

Ryan

Increase good will
and
box
office
revenue with this
easily
installed,
mechanically perfect device.
Guaranteed
for 2
Years
Call

66

or

Write

for

that

I wasn’t interested to sell him film until
I found out what way the chips were going
to drop. I didn’t want an account on my
books that I didn’t think could stand up.
Jake Conn operated that house and went

Shawmut

I, I Bert y

BOSTON
Details

and

will probably

run

Prices.

came along.”
Kelly said later that even “the poster
boy at the Strand Theatre” knew it wasn’t
in the deck for the Metropolitan to suc-

boy.

ceed “without first-run product.” He explained to the court that he didn’t mean
particular theatre or any particular
“That

is a saying,”
Clever

he said.

Secretary

concurrently.

(Continued

from

preceding

local salesman, followed Kelly to the witness chair. The prosecuting attorney had
some trouble in getting him to identify a

premiere of “Fm From
“Inside Story” Thursday.

as being

that

of F. J. A. Mc-

“You have seen Mr. McCarthy’s signature, have you not?” pressed Ryan.
“That looks like his signature.”
“And you have seen his signature a
great many times, have you not?”
“I have,” said Martin. “I have also seen
his secretary sign it better than he can.”
The prosecution sought, further along, to
introduce as exhibits some letters from

pix

Charles Stern, UA eastern manager, is
back from Florida . . . Ben Rosenberg and
John

signature
Carthy.

page)

boss, emphasizes the fact that the
collected no Bay State eliminations.

Harry Martin, former office manager
and booker at Universal, now its newest

Carroll, Fenway and Paramount managers, day-and-dated the New England
Missouri”

and

Edward Cuddy, M&P divisional manager,
has lighted Abbott Hall in Forge Village.
George Jeffrey, Boston film man, has
been spending recent days between town
and the Edison in New York. He has been
with UA in Ohio for the past few years.
Joseph Adorno
Morris Pouzzner
where

may be opposition for
in Middletown, Conn.,

the latter operator bought out Arthur Lockwood and Adorno after their

Ed Morey, former local Universal branch
manager now sales manager for Herman
Rifkin, to A1 Bevan of Publix. McClennen
was asked if he had any objection.

houses

“Apart from the total immateriality and
the fact that I don’t like the diminutive
Eddie, I have no objection to your using

Bob Hepburn, brother of the film star,
made his debut as interne at Massachusetts General when sister Katharine was

those,” McClennen responded after reading
the missives.
Another letter that figured in the trial
was one written to Tom Bailey by J. J.
Ford, head of the defendant Maine and
New Hampshire Theatres Co. Mentioning
one locality, the latter wrote:

appearing here in “Philadelphia Story.”
He is listed to graduate from Harvard
Medical in June.

“We note that, in your opinion, the
operator of this house should give up the
house and go on government relief. This,
of course, is a matter entirely up to the
operator, but we do not think it is in order
for you

to suggest that we save the government the expense of having an additional person on the relief rolls by acting the part of the Good Samaritan and
on

page

70)

TaIR CONDITIONING?
k

had been put on the market because of a partnership dispute. Competition may come from an ozoner.

Fred

Sharby,

operator

Nothing

Better

—

Nothing

Cheaper

£

Well Water
ARTESIAN

Than
ROBINSON
CO.. INC.

WELL

of the Magnet

in

Claremont, has had Capitol Theatre Supply outfit this New Hampshire house with
fluorescent lighting. The location was to
have reopened today.
Jay

Curley,

Loewis

State

treasurer,

laughed

loudest during screenings of “Honolulu" when an ultra ultra alcoholic quencher is described: “The only cure for that is

snake
Erniebite.”
Links has been installed as temporary manager of the Lyric at White

PERSONAL
Direct

j

suit

distribuGraphic

T O

into the ash can, and somebody else operated it second money, and then Walsh

St.

6855-6

anti-trust

at present prosecuting the Morse and
Rothenberg litigation. Both hearings

(Continued
excels

Richard B. Rubin
20

$100,000

brought against major
tors and the independent

Time for the hearing of testimony before a notary has been set for April 11
in the Federal Building where Ryan is

EXCELLOPHONE
aid

fendants in the
being

S.

take depoof the de-

start with, when he came to me. I didn’t
know what his policy was going to be, so

(Continued

the hard-of-hearing

Boston lawyer, to
sitions of representatives

asked

sold the Metropolitan

Bangor,

oi George

Theatre circuit by C. F. Millett, operator of the State in Bridgton.

question?”
Ryan went him one better and had the
stenographer answer the second query with
a rereading of the first query.

“Do you remember telling Mr. Morse at
any time that you would try to get him

Rothenberg

court,

“I don’t know,” said Kelly. “Definitely, I
don’t know why. He wasn’t operating, to

any
hand.”
“I do not agree that it is shorthand,”
added Frank Crocker, another defense
lawyer.
William Patrick Kelly, branch manager
for Universal, proved a peppy witness.

and

him why he hadn’t
in Providence.

S. district
the petition

your

on

page
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Independent Organ
Raps ITOA Head

•pHE

Morris Rosenthals will be celebrating their 19 th wedding anniversary

soon.
Major

“We

note

with

interest the trade

paper

Neely Bill,” read the item which reached
and will reach local exhibitors and national Allied leaders via mail. “He is also
against block booking and against blind
selling.
“Of course, any exhibitor who can and
will read knows that the Neely Bill prohibits blind selling and permits block booking to any exhibitor who wants it. Block
booking is prohibited only when compulsory— I. E., when thrust down the throats
of exhibitors who don’t want or need it.
“Evidently,” the Allied organ concludes,
“the self-appointed Messiah will not or
cannot read.”

An Independent Exhibitors'
Resolution Favors Neely Bill
Boston — The major part of business at
executive session of Independent Exhibitors, Inc., officers was the unanimous
adoption of the following resolution on
the Neely Bill:
an

“Whereas, the eight major distributing
companies in the motion picture business
compel us to buy in a block more pictures
than we require, and
“Whereas, we are forced to buy these pictures sight unseen and without a description of their contents; and
“Whereas, this system of selling prevents
us from selecting the pictures we believe
best suited to the requirements
spective communities;

Senate to hasten action and report favorably the Neely Bill to prohibit compulsory
block booking and blind selling to the motion picture industry.
“And be it further resolved that a copy
of this resolution be sent to the members
of the Senate Sub-Committee holding
hearings on the Bill, namely, Senators
Smith,

Tobey,

White,

Barkley,

and

Neely.”

Clinical Publicity
Boston — The ten dollars that Julian
Rif kin, independent circuit manager, paid
the girl who sat through a midnight
showing of “Son of Frankenstein,” in an
otherwise empty auditorium at the Suffolk in Northampton, went along with a
tabulation by a local physician of pulse,
respiration and blood pressure of the
volunteer patron. The pulse count did rise
from 82 to 112, a fact that young Rifkin
did not neglect to publicize in selling the
Universal chiller.
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Marquees

and

Publicity —

This new marquee was just installed
at the Majestic, Holyoke, Mass., a link
in the Herman Rifkin chain. When

being

considered

this

assistant manager
has a fighter.

Don Ameclie
nearby Easton.

has

Manager
guested

siiapped, the staunch distributor of Republic product in New
England was advertising Columbia,
20 th-Fox, HA, and Principal films.
This “breach” would never have been
permitted by publicity -minded Julian

a home

of the

during

in

Warner

the showing

played

one

night

at St.

hall.

Last few weeks of Lent hurt
ness much more than at start.

and genchain.

was

in town

etts banning in entirety of “Professor
Mamlock” on the grounds that the Russian
picturization of the problems of Jews in
Germany “incites to riot.” The film may
play Bay State theatres on week days unless local licensing authorities deem otherwise.
A hearing on a demurrer filed by the
attorney general was scheduled to have
been heard last week Wednesday when
it was to have been determined whether or
not the equity suit, naming Commissioner
of Public Safety Eugene McSweeney as
defendant, was an appropriate remedy for
the situation. Orville Poland represented
Amkino.

Michael Tomasino Is
Victim of Robbery

it

film busi-

to take shots of

Leslie Gould’s new “teletone” invention
display in the Loew-Poli lobby.

Boston — Amkino has dropped a litigation
inaugurated here following the Massachus-

on

The Harry Rose birthday party grew to
such proportions it had to be held on the
Globe stage instead of at his home.

^EPUBLirn
Salesmen’s and Bookers’ Drive |
Dear

Friend:

Every exhibitor we come in contact
with these days tells us how nice our
pictures

have

quality,

consistent

been

this season.

Fine

entertainments.

To

them and to you we
answer "you
ain't seen nothin' yet". The entire Republic organization — Mr. Yates — Mr.
Grainger — the Studio — everyone, is
fired with the determination to have
"tops." "MAN
acclaim Republic
you
OF CONQUEST"
is a
forerunner of
some of the things that are in store for

New Haven — Michael Tomasino lost
theatre receipts of $400, a gold watch and
his automobile when he was robbed Sunday night while parking the car in the
garage. Tomasino operates the Victory
and Whiteway theatres here.

Be

prepared.

Hollywood — Delmar Daves and Wilkie
C. Mahoney have joined the writing department at Paramount.

Send

releases to date.
you.
ant month.

bookings

April

is the

on

all

import-

Respectfully,
(Signed)

Writers

POPCORN

at the

When the Regent, Norwalk, reopens
will be rechristened the Norwalk.

Massachusetts 'Mamlock'
Ban Suit Is Dropped

Paramount

Lynch

O’Malley

Today”

Stephen’s

Movietone

New

purchased

Edgar

Rex

“Spain

was

Rifkin, the distributor’s son
eral manager of the theatre

Jack Sidney,
Loew-Poli, now

of “Midnight.”

of our re-

“Now, therefore, be it resolved that we
petition the members of the Interstate
Commerce Committee of the Unitd States

are

upon.

“Branded Again.” Although Brandt’s name
was not mentioned, organization officers
admitted that no doubt was left as to whom
the exposition referred.
reports attesting that a self-styled ‘exhibitor leader’ of a very unaffiliated unit not
too far from New England is against the

alterations

for one of the Levine circuit houses. Theatre to receive attention still undecided

Boston — An attack on Harry Brandt,
ITOA leader, features a special bulletin by
Allied-affiliated Independent Exhibitors,
Inc. The article appeared under the head,
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Proven Pictures Is
ident of the union, in the Queen

^*HE Rochester Courier recently published
a photo of Robert Edmond Jones, formerly of Milton, a pioneer in the film
Technicolor field, who also designed the
sets for Katharine Hepburn’s
“The Philadelphia Story.”

stage

City.

All billboards in the Manadnock Mountain scenic beauty section are expected to
be removed as the result of a request from
the Monadnock Region Associates. A large
milk distributing firm already has started
taking down its signs. Theatres and other
outdoor advertisers are expected to fall in
line.

play,

A Greek Independence Day program was
conducted at the Colonial Theatre in
Keene, owned by Peter D. Latchis, president of the Greek Orthodox Church.
A delegation
Union
Wilson,

from

the Manchester

The state wage-hour bill was killed by
the house of representatives on a roll call
vote of 264 to 80. The measure was backed

Stage-

hands’ and Motion Picture Operators’
attended the funeral of Herbert S.
father of Harvey

by the state branch
eration of Labor.

Wilson, past pres-

of the American

Fed-

Again Vindicated
Portland —
For the second time the
Maine law court has upheld a superior
court decision in favor of Proven Pictures,
Inc., of Maine, former operators of Keith’s
Theatre here, in the dispute with the
Strand Theatre Operating Co., Inc., and
the Empire Amusement Co., Inc., over a
policy agreement.
A new trial was

denied

the Strand

and

Empire companies in a rescript handed
down March 27. The court, last January, over-ruled these companies’ exceptions to the judgment of $1,223.40 rendered Proven Pictures last August by Superior Court Justice Herbert T. Powers.
The contract provided that the defendant theatre corporations should pay weekly sums to Proven Pictures, in return for
a promise that Keith’s would not operate
a
“first-run” house. The defendants
claimed they were freed from paying the

We're glad to report that there is better
peace of mind among the New England
exhibitors. For example. Jack Rabinovitz
of the Rialto Theatre in Woonsocket, R. I.,
came around the other day to book some
new

films and pay a bill. Jack actually looked happy when he passed over his check.
For proof of this — look at the smile on his
handsome face. He's as gay as he looks
and likes parties and night life. Jack has
been after us for several weeks now for

information about "Streets of New York,"
starring Jackie Cooper and young Martin
Spellman. Prints are now in this office. Already columnists and movie critics
are spreading the word around that this feature is one of the best jobs
Monogram has ever done.
*

*

*

Moses Simon, the pipe-smoking gent who operates the Rialto in Salem,
Mass., and the Capitol in Monson, Mass. Simon is another attorney who has
become

a showman.

He

is a regular

visitor around

these offices and

though he has never visited the "Wild West," he
is an excellent judge of westerns and action pictures. "Being
"has its good
signing when
ted line." For

a member of the bar," says Simon,
points, because I know what I'm
I put my John Hancock on the dothis information, there is a new Jack

*

When the law court had over-ruled the
defendant’s exceptions to this finding, a
superior court judge appointed a commissioner to receive evidence in support of
or against a motion for a new trial.
The evidence thus gained was transmitted to the law court and was the basis
of the latest ruling.

Managers Are 'Employes
Rules Labor Commission
Boston — One point in the endeavor of
the motion picture division of the TMAT
to obtain recognition from Loew’s, Inc.,
was decided when the Massachusetts state
labor commission ruled the managers were
classifiable as employes. •
The claim for recognition was based on
the declaration that more than 50 per cent
of the managerial, treasury and publicity
staffs have signed with the TMAT.

M&P Ready Plans lor
Hub Suburban House
Boston — Plans are being readied for the
Circle Theatre, the new M&P house which,
as previously announced by Boxoffice, will
be located on former Metropolitan Coal

Randall picture, “Trigger Smith," in town, to be
followed at the end of this month by "Man From
Texas," starring the popular Tex Ritter.
*

al-

stipulated sum because Keith’s had allegedly violated the contract by offering
vaudeville along with second-run films.
Justice Powers, however, found the defendants did not offer sufficient evidence
to show loss by reason of the presentation
of vaudeville.

★

Co. property

Our Pre-Convention Drive is now under way.
For that reason we are anxious to see all the exhibitors we can this month. After all, the weather
is clearing up, roads
and stop in soon.

are open,

so take a day

Censor

39 CHURCH

68

STREET

line.

a Father

Boston — John J. Spencer, Boston city
censor, and Mrs. Spencer have a new
citizen at their Perkins Manor home in

off

Steve Broidy

Monogram

on the Boston-Brookline

Pictures, inc
BOSTON

Jamaica Plain. It’s a 71/2-pound boy, born
at the Cardinal O’Connell House of St.
Elizabeth’s Hospital in Brighton. Spencer
okayed the sound production.

Kelso Joins Columbia
Hollywood — Columbia has added Edmund Kelso to its writing department.
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Oklahoma MPTO Directly in
Fight Against Neely Bill

Monopoly Suit Is
Filed by Pecks
Atlanta

—

Suit

seeking

$14,400,000

in

damages and a petition for an injunction
to restrain nine motion picture distributors and producers from “acting as a monopoly” were filed in federal district court
here by John W. Peck, Mrs. Gertrude W.
Peck and John W. Peck jr. The complainants charge the producers “contracted
with Roy Martin, theatre chain operator,
in such a manner as to ruin their business.” Martin’s Milledgeville theatre, they
said, was given exclusive first run of all
features, while they were not allowed to
show the same pictures until much later.
The Pecks operate a house at Eatonton
and one at Sparta, both in the Milledgeville area.

Miami Trust Suit
Dates Are Set
Miami — Following

his

denial

of all of

the motions filed by the battery of legal
counsel representing the major distributors and the two Miami chains. Paramount
and Wometco, in the pending Miami antimonopoly suit, Judge John Holland of the
U. S. district court has set April 10 as the
final date for the filing of any additional
motions, which defense attorneys may
wish to make, and April 24 as the date
for the hearing of any such motions.
It is anticipated that the actual taking of depositions will begin on April 25
or very shortly thereafter.
Major issues in this case, brought under the Sherman anti-trust law and the
Clayton act, are the existing 150 day protection clause under which all output of
the majors is sold to the two local chains,
the specification of terms on which subsequent runs may be made, and a claim of
damages to two new independent houses,
the Cameo and the Surf, as a result of
these practices.

Southern
" Dodge

City" Premiere
newspaper writers

the

country over journeyed to Dodge City,
Kas., last Saturday so they might tell the
nation first-hand about the triumph of
Warner Bros.’ world premiere there of
“Dodge City,” scribes from the metropolitan press in the south were well represented in that array of journalistic talent.
Among them were: Miss Mary Louise
Wallister, San Antonio News; Miss Fairfax
Nesbit, Dallas News; Bruce Palmer, Oklahoman and Times, Oklahoma City; Harry
Martin, Memphis Commercial Appeal;
Jack Bryan, Memphis Press Scimitar;
George R. Cottingham, Houston Chronicle,
and Larry Sisk, Houston Press.

"Alaska"

for Gable

Hollywood — “Alaska”

is slated as Clark

Gable’s next starring vehicle for Metro,
when he completes his Rhett Butler role
in “Gone With the Wind” for David O.
Selznick.
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s

City — The

were informed

MPTO,

through

“this bill will create eco-

nomic

chaos in the motion

picture sales

and distribution setup,” and that “it has
been backed only by a disgruntled element
within the industry.”
A separate telegram urging attention to
the bill also was sent to the senators and
congressmen from Oklahoma. Only one
reply has been received and that from
Sen. Elmer Thomas, who wired Loewenstein :
“Retel Will Investigate Provisions of
New Neely Bill. Am Not on Committee
Considering Measure But Will Give Matter My Very Best Attention.”

Recommend Passage Fight Renewed on
Of an Ascap Bill
Wage-Hour Law
Oklahoma

City — The

house

judiciary

committee number one has recommended
that the legislature pass the anti-Ascap
bill recently introduced into the state legislature by Representatives Myers, Porta
and others.

Oklahoma

City — The

tries of Oklahoma
on state wage-hour
tion for rehearing
decision March 21
the act passed by

Associated

Indus-

has renewed its fight
legislation with a petiof the supreme court’s
holding valid, in part,
the last legislature.

Bill will come up for an early consideration in the house and probably will be
acted upon before adjournment which has
been temporarily set for April 15. It has
the strong backing of radio interests,
though theatre men are giving it little
attention.

high court ruled the act valid insofar as it relates to maximum hours for
all wage earners and to minimum wages
for women workers. Provisions for minimum wages for men and minor workers
were invalidated because of a faulty title
to the act.

The bill would require registration with
the secretary of state of all musical copyrights either of songs or musical-dramatic
compositions. It also contains a clause
which would make it a misdemeanor to
charge royalties for playing of any song
on any program unless that specific song
was included in the program played.

Theatre interests over the state are
watching progress of the Associated Industries efforts carefully as the bill would affect theatre payrolls in almost every city
and town in the state. The legal fight is
also being waged by D. I. Johnston, well
known to the industry in Oklahoma.

David

Critics Attend

Dallas — While

Oklahoma

Morris Loewenstein, president, has wired
every member of the senate committee
hearing the Neely Bill and every member
of the house and senate from Oklahoma,
asking their serious consideration of the
measure. The MPTO also recommended
to Senators Ellison D. Smith, Alben W.
Barkley, Wallace H. White and Charles
W. Tobey that they give close consideration to Ed Kuykendall, MPTO A president,
when he appears before the committee to
discuss the bill.
These members of the committee also

Milstein, Tulsa lawyer representing Ascap in this state, made an appearance before the house committee in

an effort to secure a “do not pass” recommendation from the committee.

The

A house committee on labor and arbitration now has before it two bills relating to wage and hour legislation. One
would correct the errors in the bill to conform to supreme court objections, and the
other would repeal the act outright.
Another

Interstate Extends Stage
Shows to Nabe Houses
Dallas — The

Village, ranking

bill repealing the law was introduced early last week by five authors.
This bill also would repeal all codes, rules
and regulations promulgated by the industrial welfare commission.

neighbor-

hood theatre in Dallas, has let a contract
for construction of a stage to accommodate
flesh and blood acts in addition to films.
Interstate circuit, operators of the Village,
has been using stage attractions at the
Lakewood, newest of their suburban
houses, which is located in Dallas. In addition to the Village and Lakewood, Interstate plans stage shows in the Varsity, also a suburban. All three houses
seat over 1,000.
Film business awaits with interest the
Mae West stage show at the Majestic this
month. If she clicks over $25,000, Interstate will pay her 50-50. If less than that
it will be 60-40. Everybody’s wishing its
another “She Done Him Wrong.”

Oklahoma Buying Pool
Plans Interest Many
Oklahoma

City — Exhibitor

interest

in

the buying pool now being organized undercover by a number of leading independent exhibitors of the state, has been
growing fast following first reports on the
setup in Boxoffice last week.
For reasons known only to themselves,
leaders are covering with utmost secrecy
their work and have decided on a policy
of doing nothing about breaking this
secrecy until an organization meeting is
held here the last week of this month or
early in May.
71

Seven Units Added

New Buy Doesn't Alter
Griffith Operation

By K. Lee Williams

Oklahoma
purchase of

Williams, head of K. Lee Williams Theatres, Inc., whose home offices are located
here. This brings to a total of ten the
number of houses acquired by Williams
interests since formation of the circuit
a few weeks ago.
Latest acquisitions are in Broken Bow,
Okla., Nashville in Arkansas and Ashdown,
Ark. The Broken Bow properties include
the Best Theatre, purchased from Charles
Buffum, and the Tower and Arrow theatres, purchased from S. B. Callaham.
Williams has taken possession of all three
houses and closed the Arrow for a complete remodeling. Gerry L. Doig has been
placed in temporary charge of the Broken
Bow properties.
The New Theatre at Nashville, Ark.,
was also purchased from H. H. Baker of
Emerson, Ark., which has been operating
under a lease agreement with R. V. McGinnis. Williams also purchased the Liberty and Gem theatres in Nashville from
R. B. Hardy. The Gem will be closed for
temporary remodeling. O. P. Peachey has
been named city manager at Nashville.
Seventh house purchased was the Dixie
at Ashdown, Ark., from B. K. Walker,
which will be taken over May 3. Bill
Frazier, manager for several years, has
been retained as manager for the Williams
interests.
The

Williams

organization

opened

50
W.

per cent
Dickinson

Theatres, Inc. circuit by H. J. and R. E.
Griffith of the Griffith Amusement
Co.

Oklahoma City — Purchase of seven more
theatres has been announced by K. Lee

Queen

City — The
the Glen

the

and Gem at DeQueen, Ark., February 23 and now are completing the remodeling of the Pine at Dierks, Ark., with
15 set as opening date.

here,

will

make

little change

in

the

operating affairs of the Griffith Amusement Co. and its affiliated organization set-up as directed from general
offices here in Oklahoma City.
Purchase was an investment by H. J.
and

R.

E. Griffith, it has been
nounced locally. H. J. Griffith

take

over

new

Griffith-Dickinson

active

management

of

Theatres,

anwill
the
Inc.,

set-up from Kansas City to which city
he has moved his offices. Neither he
nor R, E. Griffith will relinquish any of
their interests in the present Griffith
set-up.
H.

J. Griffith

to

Kansas

of the

Griffith Affiliate
Buys in El Reno

we’re going to do something about it,” one
exhibitor stated. “Once I tried bucking
the union in my particular location but
found myself picketed and saw my gross

Oklahoma City — Officials of the Griffith Amusement Co. have announced purchase by its affiliate company, Consolidated Theatres, Inc., of the properties of F.
E. Loomis and Orville Enloe at El Reno,
Okla.

drop from $2,250 to $400 a week.”
The Tulsa union recently successfully
required theatre owners to install full toilet
facilities in all booths.

Tire three houses have been for a number of years under active management of
Enloe who has made the El Reno setup
one of the best in the state.
This

makes the second state city acquired by Griffith in the last two weeks

period was not entirely to blame, according to exhibitors involved.
Locally business is off from ten to 20

by Loewenstein Theatres, Inc., Griffith affiliate, to give the Loewenstein setup six
houses in that city.

72

with

the deal closing the Ardmore situation having been announced last week.
involved purchase of three theatres

generally preare even worse

to the prolonged strike of Mid-Continent Refinery workers which is affecting numerous other businesses.
From over the state reports are spotty,
but the majority report business on the
bad side. Lent has been felt strongly in
houses located in the smaller cities and
towns of the state.
However nearly all such exhibitors so
commenting to Boxoffice report faith in
quick rises at the boxoffice and predict a
good summer if business conditions improve even slightly.

the $45 mark
are the same

theatre managers on an 80-hour-per-week
basis are earning from $25 to $40 a week.
“I don’t know just what we can do but

This

due

from

as in other spots also. Irony of the situation is that 40-hour week operators are
drawing from $45 to $62.50 a week while

Oklahoma City — Business generally over
the state has been hitting some bad lows
in the theatre business as the Lenten season draws to a close, although the religious

with bad grosses
vailing. At Tulsa conditions

Tulsa theatre owner has two subsequent run houses and it is understood
that he has been taking only $35 a week

Locally rates hang around
for a 40-hour week. Hours

of

The real estate of the Criterion, an 800seat de luxe house, was involved in the
deal, while only leases and equipment of
the 400-seat Empress and 400-seat Royal
were part of the purchase. Price was not
disclosed.

cent

One

continues his duties as president
Griffith Amusement Co.

Moving

Oklahoma City — E. L. Walker, roadshow
booker for the K. Lee Williams Roadshows,
accompanied by his wife, has left for
points in Arizona and will visit Hollywood
as well as the San Francisco Fair before
returning.

per

on a neighborhood house. Other Tulsa exhibitors say their contracts are similar.

City leaves only L. C. Griffith of the
brothers in the local offices. L. C.

E. L. Walker on Trip
To the West Coast

Current Oklahoma Takes
Are at a Low Level

Oklahoma City — Determined opposition
to the present union projectionists scales
are due when new contracts come up in
the future, a survey by Boxoffice reveals.
Loudest kicks are coming from Tulsa at
present where one exhibitor informs us
that his contract calls for $62.50 a week

each house while paying projectionists $62.50 as do other houses. The Tulsa
union is particularly strong, even refusing
any new cards, it is understood, though
sums of $500 and $1,000 have reportedly
been offered the union for cards.

Loomis and Enloe operated three houses
in this city. A fourth was recently put
there by E. R. Slocum, former Griffith
manager who resigned to go into business
for himself.

April

Projectionist Wage
Prompting Dispute

City — Claude

There is little if any union organization
in cities and towns outside of Oklahoma
City and these projectionists

are paid from

$18 to $25 a week.

Title Role to Wheeler
Hollywood — Bert

Wheeler

has the title

role in “Light Horse Harry,” a story of
professional football, which Mark Hellinger
will produce for Warner Bros.
lected will carry a leader announcing the
offer on the picture, which offer will carry
the signature of the local house manager.
It will be backed up by posters, trailers,
newspaper ads and other promotion stunts
and cashiers have even been supplied with
special forms for the patrons’ signature in
requesting a refund due to dissatisfaction
with the picture.

Money Back Promotion
Developed for Circuit
Oklahoma

Last year when annual contracts came
up locally it is understood that a five per
cent increase was demanded but was not
forthcoming. Operators have continued
on the job without signing contracts in
some theatres, it is understood. The local
union situation is a much looser one than
in Tulsa.

O.

Fulgham,

district manager for the Griffith Amusement Co. here, has announced that the circuit will immediately start two special promotional campaigns in an effort to build
prestige for its houses and increase grosses
on topnotch pictures.
A money back guarantee is going to be
made on all “good” pictures, according to
Fulgham, whenever they are shown in
Griffith theatres. Trailers of the films se-

“Dack

Victory,”

Warner

picture starring

Bette

Davis, will be the first film to receive this endorsement.
The second idea is a pledge campaign
under which the first hundred women at
a circuit house boxoffice will be admitted
free providing they pledge themselves by
signing a card to tell ten of their friends
about the picture. The offer will be made
on matinee

showings

of women’s

pictures

in particular.
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General Approval
For Trade Code
Oklahoma

City — The

text of the Trade

J£ERMIT STENGEL of the Rockwood
Amusement Co., Nashville, has taken
over the McKenzie Theatre, McKenzie,
Term. Y. D. Moore, the former exhibitor,
has operated this theatre for a number
of years . . . Ralph Prichard of the Peerless Poster Exchange and Alice Knox were
married March 27 at Marion, Ark. Miss
Knox is employed at the Strand Theatre,
Memphis. The young couple meant to
have kept their marriage a secret, until
June, but you know how those things are
— the little bird told us.

Practice Code has not been digested
thoroughly by most exhibitors in this area,
but those who have given it whole or
partial consideration have expressed approval for the most part with an almost
universal expression that “It is a definite
beginning and that’s what counts,” coming from all quarters.

The past week brought many visitors to
Filmrow, among which were W . D. Mitchell
and wife of Dumas and Star City; Odis
Taylor, Dresden; John Shannon. Portageville; W. E. Malm, Augusta; Shine Tyson,
Water Valley; Grady Cook, Pontotoc; Jess
Norman, England; Burris Smith, Pocahontas; Orris Collins, Paragould; Joe Wiley
and J. Dee Henry of Union City; R. R.
McCormick, Senatobia; Ned Greene, Mayfield; Louise Mask, Bolivar; H. C. Langford, Marks; C. W. Tipton of Manila,
Monette and Carraivay.

“There are many good features in the
code,” Morris Loewenstein, president of
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of
Oklahoma and secretary of the MPTOA,
stated.” The waiver of designated playdates, a definite understanding of cancellations, and an approach toward a uniform setup of doing business are some of
the more important phases of the code.
“Regardless of specific parts or how we
may feel about them, we exhibitors feel
that at last we have been able to get together with the people with whom we do
business, in a sensible and sane way without any cutting of throats.
“And this code will demonstrate to
other business industries, to the public at
large, and to the officials of our government that the industry can, and will, solve
its own problems through its own good
sense and willingness to sit down at the
council table and discuss things peace-

W. O. Anderson, southern district manager for Ross Federal, spent a few days in
Memphis recently . . . Mrs. L. S. Akers,
president of the Better Films Council in
Memphis, just returned from Washington,
D. C., where she testified in connection
with the Neely Bill . . . Bill Bugie, Paramount’s branch manager, is appearing in
the Little Theatre play, “Rachel’s Man.”
He takes the part of Governor Blount of
Tennessee.

fully.”
Loewenstein found from his contracts
with other exhibitors that the reaction to
the code generally was a most favorable
one.
While each of the individual concessions
to exhibition granted by the code have
received approval from exhibitor leaders
in this area, most attention has been focused on the good that will come out of
the drawing up of the code and the result
of the exhibitors and distributors being

E. K. Churchwell, the exhibitor at Savannah, Tenn., is still confined to his
home due to illness. Churchwell has been
ill something like a month . . . Frank
Willingham, M-G-M branch manager, was
King for the Day Monday, April 3, at the
Variety Club luncheon. It was Ladies Day

“This code is the finest thing that has
come out of an industry,” one exhibitor
stated. “Though I have not had the opportunity to read it as yet and want to think
it over before commenting on any part of
it, there is one statement I can make
without that close study. I believe nothing better has come out in any industry
in the United States since 1932.

★

Four

wife of Ross Fedwas called to Calidue to the sudden
her sister and to
Memphis for burial.
Tuesday night only

to learn that her father, E. H. Huffman, was dead. Her sister was buried on
Wednesday and her father, the next day,
Thursday . . . W. F. Sonneman was in
Memphis the past week booking for his
theatres in Fayetteville, Springdale and
Benton ville.
Tom Young, 20 th-Fox branch manager,
brought back good news from the convention to all the employes in the firm for
a bonus check from their recent drive . . .
Clyde Westbrook, mayor of Cleveland,
Miss., was in Memphis this week booking
for his theatres in Rosedale and Shelby
. . . Elside M. Wagner, secretary and treasurer of the Film Transit, Inc., has entered
her Pomeranian “Pinyr-Boy-Hi-Hat” in
the Kennel Club Show, which was held at
Ellis Auditorium Tuesday and Wednesday ,
April 4-5. More than 300 dogs have been
entered, but “Pinyr-Boy” was the 1937 blue
ribbon winner, and Miss Wagner says she
believes he can do it again.
W. M. Snelson, Republic’s branch manager, and Loyd Miller, booker, went to
the regional sales meeting and the world’s
premiere of their “Man of Conquest”
in Houston, Tex., April 6-7-8. They went
directly to New Orleans to join Arthur
Bromberg and the other members of his
organization before leaving for Houston.
Albert Suzore, who

operates the Bristol

Theatre, Memphis, together with Mrs. Su( Continued on page 78)

★
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Mrs. C. E. Wallace,
eral’s branch manager,
fornia the past week
illness and death of
bring the body back to
Mrs. Wallace returned

Stars All Around — Plus That National
Service That Means Perfection
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“In the future no part of the industry
need fear that another part will refuse to
listen to its side of the story. It has been
demonstrated once and for all that we in
the industry are big enough to work out
our own problems as man to man and not
like a bunch of silly children quarreling in
a courtroom.”
BOXOFFICE

★

Has Four Companions

“While every industry was fighting
within itself or fighting with the government or quarreling over its problems in
the courts of the land, the motion picture
industry has been able to cool-headedly
sit down at a conciliation table with each
other branch of the industry and work out
problems among ourselves that might under other circumstances be taken to the
courts.

ER

present.

SIMPLEX 4 STAR SOUND

able to “get together.”

PE

and Metro supplied the entertainment
which was very good. About 150 were
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Elect S. G. Fry to
Tyler Civic Post
Dallas — News reached Dallas late Wednesday that S. G. Fry, circuit operator
out of Tyler, was
elected

city commissioner there by a
large majority.

S. G. FRY
ings in the
worker.

town

a

Fry didn’t seek the
job and made little
or no campaign. He
is a director in the
Tyler State Bank,
owns the Palace Theatre there and is associated in the Joy, a
subsequent run house.
In addition he has
large real estate holdand is an active civic

Twenty years ago, June 1, Fry started
in theatre business at Purdon, Navarro
county. All through the years in celluloid
he was an expert telegraph operator for
the Cotton Belt railroad, and his seniority
will testify to that. In addition to the
Joy and Palace in Tyler, Fry owns the
Grand in Grand Saline, the Rex at
Brownsboro and the Victor at Van.

Extend Noel Langley
Hollywood — Noel Langley, Metro scripter, has had his contract extended.

JjXHIBITORS
at the
bia exchangewho
thisbook
summer
willColumdo so
in added comfort. Manager
wood says the office will
ditioned and that the job
two weeks. The exchange
repainted. Underwood adds
has extended its lease on

J. B. Underbe air conwill start in
also will be
his company
the present

quarters.
J. C. Clemmons jr., now in the business
in his oum right, operating the Dodd at
Malakoff, was on the Row booking, buying miscellaneous supplies and making
new

friends.

He’s

a

pleasant

personality.

Walter McNatt had no complaints on
this visit here. He lives in Naples where
he runs the Inez and nearby he has the
Village at Hughes Springs and the Morris
at Daingerfield, making an attractive
small town setup.
E. L. Black, who

had

three theatres

and

wanted to retire, has reached two-thirds
of his objective. He now operates one
house, the Plaza in Denton, where he
makes his home . . . W. B. King spent
part of the week at Marlin, supervising
the revamping of the Palace for J. C.
Chatmas.

exchanges were doing business on Commerce St. back in the early twenties.
C. N. Cooper of the Queen at Mart was
among the visitors on his first trip to the
Row in several months . . . Jack Lilly of
Greenville and Mrs. Lilly were in Houston
last week, friends report.
Ray Higdon, the National Screen Service man in Oklahoma handling the western part of the state and the Griffith
Amusement Co. account, is entering show
business on his own. He has opened an
office in Kansas City as a broker in the
buying and selling of theatre properties,
Dallas friends said.
H. S. Uray, of Decatur, hasn’t said much
about it on recent trips, but he has purchased a home in his chosen home toum.
In addition he has planted 15 0/ the best
variety of pecan trees which he will watch
grow simultaneously with the parade going into the Majestic and Ritz there. His
partner in Decatur is A. V. Wade, of
Gainesville.
Bearing out advance notice in Boxoffice, the Robb & Rowley circuit acquired the Nolan in Sweetwater from Pat
Duffy. The house
plans are unknown.

L. D. Brown, who made good in Brownwood operating the Queen and Gem there
in arrangement with Interstate, came to
town Tuesday. Brown is an oldtimer in
show business and sold film when all the

will be closed.

Duff’s

Fred Hansen, we leant from J. I. Roberts, the branch manager of Rational Theatre Supply, has been named office man( Continued on page 77)
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^ISITORS: Mrs. Willingham Wood, of
Washington, Ga.; Mrs. Violet Edwards,
of Monticello, Ga.; Bob Dunn, of Camilla,
Ga.; J. T. Douglas, of Vidalia, Ga.; Charlie
Bridges and Bill Karrh, of Swainsboro,
Ga.; Nat Hancock, of Jefferson, Ga.; Cass
Carscallen, of Charlotte, N. C.
Claude Ezell, brother of John Ezell,
branch manager of Universal, passed
through en route to Texas and Florida. He
was accompanied by his nephew, Bill Finch.
Jack Lamont, hard-working GN division manager, is on a two-week trip in
the territory . . . Bernie Shapiro opened
his business with a good start, and reports
things are going along okay.
Joe Skirball, in charge of GN’s “Birth of
a Baby,” was in town for a couple of days,
relative to New Orleans, where the territory has been opened for the film. The
Atlanta territory will be open for the film
in April, he said.
Frank
Roxy,

Salley, RKO

salesman,

black bass after an exciting tussle with the
fish.
Filmrow was saddened by the death of
Harry C. Simpson, one of the best known

Charlotte — Sunday

figures along the Row, who died at his residence. Simpson, who was 50, was associated with National Screen Service for
many years. He had been in the film
business for more than 30 years and was a
native of Birmingham.
The

new

Fulton

Theatre

manager

of the Imperial, who was summoned to court on a Sunday violation
charge because he operated a Saturday
night show until 12:16 a. m. The chief
indicated he could not see why sun-time
should not rule for Sunday midnight
shows as well as Saturday night shows.
A weather bureau meteorologist had
testified in the McGill case that there is

Robert Strickland, head of Strickland
Industrial Film Corp., last week lost his
mother, Mrs. Robert Strickland, who died
at her home in Birmingham following an
illness of six weeks.

a difference of 23 minutes between eastern standard time and solar time in
Charlotte.

is a song-

Five to Premiere
lic office went

Al Rook of Republic reports Spurgeon
Dunn of Chattahoochee, Fla., led all the
other fishermen during a recent trip to
Dead Lake , Fla., by landing a seven pound

members

of

to the world

in

Judge Sims had made his sun-time ruling in dismissing the case of Neill McGill,

to open this month. It will be a Pal Amusement Co. house. The operating firm is located at Vidalia, Ga.

Charlotte — Five

shows

enforcement of the Sunday law. Chief Pittman ordered subordinates to see that Sunday midnight shows no longer start at
12:01 as heretofore, but not earlier than
12:24.

in Hapeville

opened and reports satisfactory business. The house represents a $30,000 investment. Manager is W. M. Yarbrough . . .
The Pal Theatre at Soperton, Ga., is due

by Austin

midnight

Charlotte hereafter must not start until
12:24 a. m., if Police Chief Ed Pittman
sticks to his guns. In view of the court
ruling of Judge Frank Sims that solar time
instead of eastern standard time rules in

has

writer. During Gene Austin’s run at the
Salley had the pleasure of hearing

his latest opus, “Forsaken,” sung
and well received by audiences.

New Time Schedule
For Sunday Shows

the

Repub-

premiere

of

Arthur

Republic’s “Man of Conquest” at Houston,
Tex. They are Cy Dillon, manager, Jack
London, salesman; Marsh Funderburke,
salesman; Dusty Rhodes, office manager,
and Roy Bradley, bookkeeper.

New

Leopold

Orleans — Arthur

nent in theatrical

Dead
Leopold,

promi-

litigation for years, is

dead here at the age of 64. Death
an operation.

followed
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Where cold water is available this low-cost system will reduce the temperature to practically
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Going After Variety
Convention in '40
Dallas — Variety’s

local

delegation

which

goes to Detroit this month with its main
objective to bring the 1940 national convention here, plans pomp, snap and a lot
of exploitation to make sure of that objective.
While 17 delegates will make the trip,
an “extra” will go along for definite reasons and assignments. Walter, the colored boy who looks after club interests at
headquarters, will wait on the delegates
while en route in the six drawing room
Pullman. For the trip he will wear a

Buddy Harris, Meyer Rachofsky, Paul
Short, B. C. Gibson, Frank Starz — and
Walter.

Robb & Rowley Call

Dallas

Managers to Meet

a delegate’s name, to place on hotel room
doors. Literature and displays galore for
the “1940 convention in Dallas” will be
conspicuous around Detroit. A further
mark of showmanship will be to paint the
Pullman in water colors, provided the
company allows it.
Delegates who will make the trip are
Chief Barker Bob O’Donnell, Jack Underwood, Lloyd Rust, Wallace Walthall,
James O. Cherry, George O’Rourke, Elmer
Zrenner, Harry Sachs, Police Chief Bob
Jones, Duke Evans, Burt King, Ed Solon,

NEWDIFFERENT!
They're All Talking

About

Conti-Glo

Paints

used

in conjunction

Our

with

Fluorescent Lights
You

owe

it to yourself to see this

marvelous

demonstration

— in our Filmrow

Display

anytime
Rooms.

Building

Hope Cottage Addition
Ranking high in the nation for its
charitable achievements, the Dallas Variety Club is building an addition to Hope
Cottage for abandoned babies, to cost $3,750. Some time ago the club paid for a
new kitchen there costing $1,000.
Film stars have adopted babies out of
Hope Cottage. It is recalled ZaSu Pitts
now has the boy, about 15 years old, which
was adopted in infancy by the late Barbara LaMarr. At least two showmen in
Dallas
have taken babies from the Cottage.
Variety’s main
morial Clinic.

powder blue uniform, with Tent No. 17’s
insignia and a Sam Brown belt. Later,
for service in the hotels, he will have two
white uniforms.
Herb Turpie, one of the Tad men, will
provide small wooden barkers, each with

Variety

charity is Freeman

AUTOM

Me-

IE

£ARLA and Fernando, the exotic dance
team from Mexico, are rounding out
their eighth week at the Gleam . . .
. . . Johnny Fielder’s Jitterbug Midnight
stageshow with Melodious Mary Bassett,
featured songstress, are the center of the
owl attraction at the Majestic Theatre,
Saturday night.
News from our correspondent at Ingleside states work began last week on Forrest Newbury’s new house to replace the
one lost in a recent fire. Newberry estimated the cost of the theatre and equipment at approximately $12,000. He also
stated the building should be completed
around the middle of May.
Lee Orr of Fox Movietone shot several
scenes in the Huisache Bowl of the Mission San Jose, with Rosa Elidia Cardenas’
Mexican dancers and Eddie Martinez’ bull
fight number as the colorful background.
De Lores, Latin - American specialty
dancer, also was given a good play in the
short clip.
After its world

premiere

showing

in

Houston, Thursday, Republic’s two-million-dollar production, ‘‘Man of Conquest”
will be shown here as well as other key
cities in Texas at an early date. Hal Norfleet, ace exploiteer for the picture, is expected in town soon.
City Manager William O’Donnell, Manager Edward E. Collins of the Majestic,
and Publicitor Jack Chalman, all of Interstate here, have returned from Dallas and
the recent Variety Club golf tournament.
Senor Juan Medina, manager of Latino
Films, Havana, Cuba, was in San Antonio
recently callmg upon J. J. Jimenez, skipper of the Latin- American Film Exchange.
J. J. Martinez Casado, popular Mexican
film star, also was a recent visitor.

20111/2 Jackson

St.

DALLAS
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Okla. Supply Co. Reports
Spring Buying Underway
Oklahoma

City — The

spring

and

sum-

mer buying season is well under way with
the Oklahoma Theatre Supply Co. at any
rate, for J. Eldon Peak, president, announces closing of the following deals:
New
air conditioning equipment to Levi Metcalf for his Metro at Purcell, Okla.; Glen Thompson for his Thompson
at Atoka, Okla. and for his
Princess at Tishomingo, Okla.; H. E. Sullivan for
his Okeh
at Newkirk, Okla.; C. N. Ausherman
for his Wakita at Wakita, Okla., and W. T. Henderson for his Alvo at Medford, Okla.
Booth equipment has been sold to A. W. Phillips
for the house at Grandfield, Okla., he recently
purchased from J. W. Fox; to the Ritz Theatre
at Maysville, Okla., and to W. H. Williams for
his Ray Theatre at Tonkawa, Okla.
Heywood-Wakefield
chairs have been sold to
the following: Municipal auditorium
at Little
Rock, Ark. (3,600); T. H. Slothower of Wichita,
Kas. (550); Dickinson Theatre at Parsons, Kas.
(630); Murray Theatre at Ponca City, Okla. (432);
Rialto Theatre at Searcy, Ark (472); Lyric Theatre at Harrison, Ark. (238); Aggie Theatre at
Stillwater (710) and Camps
at Stillwater, Okla.
(432), and
to Jack
Harrah,
Okla.
(102). Weiss for his new house at

New

Assistant Managers

At Capitol and Rosetta
Miami — Leonard

Allen,

formerly

assist-

ant manager under Borton Clark at the
Rosetta, comes to the Capitol this week
to be assistant to Jack Fink, following
the resignation of Ted Schlosser. Claude
Norton, who has been head usher at the
Miami, will go to the Rosetta as new assistant manager there.
Renew

Perc Westmore

Hollywood — Perc

up chief
Warner
tract at
renewed.

Westmore,

the

make-

Bros., has had Jiis con-

Nineties” show. Others in the troupe included Sidney Pearlman, Harry Robbins
and Charles Lee.
Frank Dallas, de luxe spieler, is back on
the job again in front of the Empire Theatre telling the natives about the highlights in ‘‘Paroled From the Big House,”
a Jay Dee Kendis production which rips
the lid clear off the parole board rackets.

Jack Blankfield, cast as the villain in
“Only a
Farmer’s Daughter,” which
played a one-nighter here last week, received more than his share of boos, jeers

Revista Social, a new Latin-American
magazine, made its debut here recently.
We note the El Teatro Nacional news page

and heckling from

is
by Miss
“Becky”
of written
the Azteca
Film Rebecca
office staff
hereGarza
. . .

COOLING
BUFFALO

Dallas — Robb

will hold a two-day convention with its
managers and partners on April 19-20 at
the Adolphus Hotel, it was learned from
the home office of that circuit. The number attending will approximate 40.
In past years Robb & Rowley have had
such conventions, and the meeting this
year is a renewal of the practice. A banquet will close the proceedings.

ENGINEERING

the crowd

at a “Gay

EQUIPMENT
CO., INC.

Dallas.

Texas

Incidentally, new Azteca releases for
tribution this month are: “El Indio”
Indian) ; “La Virgen De La Sierra”
Virgin
of theof Range),
Mar” (Men
the Sea).and “Hombres
BOXOFFICE
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New 1,300-Seater
Soon for Miami
Miami — Plans

have

been

annonced

MOUDY,
CLEOAmuseme
ty[ISS
nt
Griffith

for

the erection of what will be the sixth
downtown Flagler St. theatre. This new
house, to be known as the Century, is to
be located on the northwest corner of
Flagler and N. W. First avenue.
With construction costs of this new
house set for $80,000, the land value of
the site on which it is to be erected will
bring the total investment up to $100,000.
Seating capacity, to be divided between a
first floor and a balcony, will be 1,300.
Auditorium dimensions are to be 75 feet
by 150 feet with a 30 by 60 lobby.
While the planned building is also to
house the other business interests of W. C.
Dorsey, who is building the Century, the
theatre will be given the preferred position with a 30 foot entrance, just west of
the corner. Provisions are also being made
for five other storerooms.
The facade of the theatre building will
be of marbleized quarry keystone and glass
brick. Spectacular fluorescent lighting effects are being planned.
April 15 has been set as the date on
which contruction is to start with completion to be effected within five months.
Another feature of this new theatre,
which is to have no stage as it is designed
exclusively for screen productions, will be
the use of terrazzo floors throughout the
building.
The house will boast the first “crying
rooms” for children and babies in arms.
There will be two of these soundproof,
plateglass fronted rooms.

DALLAS
(Continued

from page 74)

ager of that ultra-modern establishment.
“Freddie” happens to be one who knows
something about both films and equipment,
including sound.
News reaches that Lew Chatham, a promotor if there ever was one, has resigned
as Griffith city manager in Norman, Okla.,
to go with the new Griffith-Dickinson
combination in Kansas City.
Wallace Walthall, who celebrates 15
years with National Screen Service, is back
from Oklahoma City with additional business from Standard Theatres, Inc., and
other theatres throughout that area.
Karl Hoblitzelle, the president of Interstate circuit, was reported on Filmrow
Tuesday. He visited National Screen Service and was in company with Raymond
Willie, Geo. O’Rourke and Jake Elder,
presumably in connection with new theatre construction.
Ben Kalmenson of New York, western
division manager for Warner, was in town
on a visit to Fred M. Jack, district manager, and Doak Roberts, branch manager.
Hans
inviting
his new
warned
early.

Smith was in town Wednesday
friends to attend the opening of
theatre at Irving on Friday. He
the invite may be a day or two
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in the
secretary
Co. offices here

has resigned to go to Kansas City as secretary to H. J. Griffith, who has also
left to take over management of the new
Griffith-Dickinson Theatres, Inc. setup.
Catherine McKenna of the staff also has
moved to Kansas City ... A teletype has
been installed in the Griffith office . . .
Tests of the Griffith’s book review matinees at Okmulgee and Wewoka clicked
in the first spot, but flopped in the second. Okmulgee is the large of the two
cities. The matinees will be continued
there.
T. B. Noble jr., managing director of
the State Theatre, off to Dallas . . . W. W.
Sides, who operates the Ritz Theatre at
Talihina, decided last month that his little town could just as well have a world
premiere as Oklahoma City, Tulsa or
Dodge City so he went to Hollywood to
see what could be done about the situation. Last week he showed the citizens
of his town when he presented the world
premiere of Monogram’s “Trigger Smith,”
starring Jack Randall right in the Ritz
Theatre at Talihina.
Some of the boys who have used one or
more forms of the trading stamp idea in
exploitation may be interested to know
that there was some hot arguments here
last week before a senate committee in
hearings on a new bill which would require that trading stamps be redeemed
in cash or merchandise from the stocks of
the merchants offering them. Merchants
appearing charged that the premium
method becomes a racket because no fair
value is set on the premium.
Local exhibitors have received an announcement card from Paul Short of National Screen Service office at Dallas
which welcomes “back home the Jefferson Amusement Co.”; seems like Jefferson has just signed with National for exclusive service . . . This week’s question'.
What Dallas film representative is courting what blonde cashier at the State
Theatre here?
Many here have accepted the invitations from Clair E. Hilgers, southern district manager, to attend the world premiere of “Man of Conquest” April 6 at
the Majestic Theatre in Houston. Also
premiered last week was “The Story of
Vernon and Irene Castle” (RKO) at the
Worth Theatre in Fort Worth, at which
the Texas State network did a little broadcasting of the premiere.
Bob Pfotenhauer, State Theatre manager passes along a little tip to any and
all who may be playing Monogram’s reissue of “The Healer” under title of “Little Pal,” starring Ralph Bellamy and
Mickey Rooney. Bob noticed on the first
three days’ run that an overwhelming
large part of the audience was composed

of people who came on canes, crutches,
etc.; people who possessed physical deformities of considerable standing. Promotion directed toward these groups will
probably bring in extra business for any
house playing the film.
As usual the Griffith Amusement Co.
put on April Fool prevues at a number of
its shows throughout the state, and as
usual, success was there in nearly every
instance. The stunt features blind billing of pictures, not giving star or title but
guaranteeing a topnotch film and lunatic
antics by the entire staff, such as dressing ushers in dresses, having them request patrons to show them to a seat,
cashiers giving people the price of admission to go in and all such wacky stunts.
Ivan Kerns, manager of the Cherokee
Theatre at Enid, has been given a post
at Shawnee with the Griffith Amusement
Co. . . . The state supreme court has granted Mrs. Nova Hughes time to file a response
to the petition for a rehearing of the
case filed by Standard Theatres, from
whom she was recently awarded damages
... In passing we might note that the
ever present bill to establish legal horse
racing in Oklahoma and set up a pari-mutuel betting system has been introduced
into the state legislature; it has practically no chance of passing.
Forrest Swigar has been named manager of the Plaza Theatre here. He was
manager of the Tower several months back
then resigned to go to New Orleans to
enter the shoe business, we understand
. . . Hearing on Standard Theatres versus
Stage Hands Local has been postponed indefinitely, due to the attorney’s illness.

WORLD PREMIERE
“MAN OF CONQUEST”
Majestic

Theatre

—

Houston

April 6th

SOUTHWESTERN

PREMIERE

"Story of Irene & Vernon Castle"
Worth Theatre — Ft. Worth
April 1st
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m in a m i
PROMINENT
figures in the theatrical
world flying through Miami this week
included Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Eddy and
Mr. and Mrs. Martin D. Thomas. The
Thomases are theatre owners from Iron
Mountain, Mich., who took the Bahaman
clipper to Nassau for a several days’ stay.
Eddy paused here briefly before boarding
the Cuban clipper for Havana where he is
scheduled to give a concert this week.

Word is still buzzing about — with no
definite confirmations — that a big game
fish feature is to be shot soon down in the
vicinity of the Florida Keys. It’s likely the
promoters will wait until a little later in
the spring when the tarpons are running
their best.
Girls employed at the Max Fleischer
Studios have started a bowling league of
their own . . . New schedules at the Miami
Drive-In Theatre call for three changes
of pictures
booking.

weekly

in place

of split-week

Summer Definitely
On the Way
Miami — First sign of the coming of
summer to Miami was the Paramount
fishing party of Wednesday.
Some 18
managers
of Paramount houses and
department heads cast their lines in

chairman of “Radio Week,” date to be
announced later. All studios and transmitting stations will be thrown open to
the general public. A thought has just
struck the writer of this column: Why not

Biscayne
Edith.

a

Bay

from

the

fishing

cruiser

Lavish Trailer Plans for
" Man

of Conquest "

Plenty of people, including the popular
composer himself, are still chuckling over
the amusing bit of understatement in a
story announcing the visit here of Rudolph
Friml. The squib itemed Friml as “the
composer of several — sic! — popular musical comedies.” Both papers have been taking considerable pains to make the brilliant visiting musician forget that faux

pas.
celebrities attendmg

the world

premiere of “ East Side of Heaven” Friday night at the Lincoln Theatre were
Dorothy Dalton, star of the silent screen
who came from Palm Beach for the event;
Rudolph Friml, Ben Bernie, Georgie Price,
the Damon Runyons, George Ade, MannaZucca and Betty Lawford.
While the hero and heroine of the
first animated cartoon created wholly in
the new Miami studios of the Max Fleischer
organization, Pop Eye (Jack Mercer) and
Olive Oyl (Margie Hines, also recently Mrs.
Mercer),

were

in New

York

broad-

casting on last Tuesday evening’s “We,
the People” program, the world premiere
of that picture, “Aladdin’s Wonderful
Lamp,” was being unreeled at the Sheridan
Theatre on Miami Beach. Speaking for
the

studio was Pinto Colvig, who transferred his working locale recently from the

Disney studios to Fleischer’s. The late
Grumpy speaks as the villain in this new
two-reel comedy.

Steal Tax Tokens
Oklahoma City — Somebody is going to
have a lot of sales tax paying to do, it
seems. Burglars entered the Aldridge Theatre here last Friday morning and took
20,000 mills they found in a filing cabinet
in the theatre’s

78

seen the “behind the scenes” interior of
the State, Orpheum and Saengers, and

of a campaign on “Man of Conquest,” Republic’s epic of the life of General Sam
Houston. Joe Estes, manager of the department, believes the picture will become
an institution in Texas, just like Griffith’s
“Martyrs of the Alamo” did years ago.

not recognize a projection machine from a corn sheller if they saw it on
the street.

Joint Glenn, March of Time cameraman, while driving his car down Canal
St., collided with a truck and spilled his
outfit. Bystanders were treated to a new
line ivhich would make a Mississippi river
steamer second mate turn green with envy.
All exchanges

Among the season’s visitors who are
back in Miami this year after long absences is Raoul Mario, Fox Movietone director. He hasn’t been in this vicinity
since 1920 when he shot several shorts
down here.

Jack

“Go to the Movies Week” with extensive advertising both on the air and newspapers and the theatres thrown open for
inspection. There doubtlessly are thousands in New Orleans who have never

would

Dallas — The special trailer department
of National Screen (Dallas Laboratory) is
making extensive plans to put out a whale

Earl Jones Dead

Among

■yiNCENT
F. CALLAHAN,
manager of station
WWL, hasgeneral
been named

office.

Dallas — A wire received on Filmrow related the death Thursday of Earl Jones,
Brownfield, Tex., exhibitor who operated
three houses there. Funeral services were
to be held in Brownfield on Friday.

MEMPHIS
(Continued

from

page

73)

zore, and Albert jr., have put aside the
cares of the theatre and are off on an
extended vacation, which will carry them
just about wherever their fancy dictates.
They start off doing Florida — then drive
up the eastern coastline, taking in all
pouits of interests to New York City, where
they will spend several weeks or until
they have sufficiently “done” the big city,
then are off to Toledo, Ohio. Abe says
he always has wanted to fish in Lake Erie
and that is one desire that is going to
be fully satisfied. Niagara Falls seems
next on the itinerary — then Canada — back
into the states and the Yellowstone National Park — from there across to Washington and down the west coast through
Oregon and California, down to San Francisco, where they will take in the fair.
Later they go to Los Angeles and take
an apartment, and make their home for
about three months. After a return trip
over the southern route they will get back
to Memphis some six or seven months
later. E. R. Gillette, who was an exhibitor
in Russellville, Ark., for a number of years
will run the show while they are away.
Jim Rogers, Columbia’s branch manager, announced that since Monday, April
3, their office has been operating on a
five-day week basis . . . Corinne Robertson, cashier at Paramount, is back at her
desk after a week’s absence due to the
flu . . . The Metro office officially opened
the spring season Saturday afternoon, April
1, with a picnic and Easter egg hunt
in Riverside Park. Jack Reville, salesman, advises from now on he will confine
his activities to less strenuous sports as
he just can not take that soft ball any
more, even though he was the star first
baseman of the day.

will close half a day Good

Friday. Practically two-thirds of the
neighborhood houses will close also. Lent
has caused no visible let down at the
theatres, especially in the downtown
houses. A noticeable fact is that the

Times -Picayune is devoting more

space to

films, a special page having been set aside
on Fridays in addition to the double page
spread on Sundays. Salesmen returning
from up state report that the Lenten
business is on a par with that of the other
seasons.

The Nolina Theatre at Magnolia, Miss.,
has closed for repairs and will be reopened about the first of July with air conditioning and other frills that go to make
a motion picture house comfortable . . .
J. H. King is erecting a new house in Mobile, Ala., to cost approximately $25,000.
It will be independent. Alex Gonnares
has plans for another house in that townReports say it will be affiliated.
J. F. Woffard has purchased the Star
from G. C. Cooper in Calhoun City, Miss.
. . . Free motion pictures will be shown
three nights a week at Audubon and City
Parks . . . The federal theatre project
will ask Congress for an appropriation to
show out-of-doors free motion pictures in
the various wards beginning in June in
order to give work to persons desiring to
learn the profession and at the same
time take care of a few unemployed operators.

Ray Carrigan got into a friendly argument with Leo Seicshnaydre, manager of
the local branch of Republic Pictures,
and got his picture in the papers because
of the fact that Carrigan called down the
jovial manager as a gourmet for preferring
oysters a la Rockefeller to po’ boy sandwiches. It was some publicity stunt for
all that . . . James H. FitzPatrick, who
originated the FitzPatrick Travel Talks,
is in New Orleans with a crew snapping
local scenes in color with sound.

Scripts Miranda

Vehicle

Hollywood — Alfred Guarini

has been set

to script “Madame Mystery,” next starring
vehicle for Isa Miranda at Paramount.
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INTRODUCE BILL IN NOVA SCOTIA TO REGULATE
ACTIVITIES OF FILM DISTRIBUTION EXCHANGES
Sponsor Charges

Patron Is

Competition:

"Compelled to Pay Into
Racket in Ontario"

Regina,

Saint John N. B., is a bill “to license and
regulate film exchanges distributing mo-

to enable

it — if such

a step were

deemed

“in the public interest” — to require any
exchange to distribute motion pictures to
any theatre owner upon the same terms
as the exchange had distributed them to
any other theatre owner in the province,
and at a price which the board might determine.
When the bill was given second reading
its sponsor, Patterson, told the legislature that theatre-goers of Nova Scotia
were being “compelled to pay into a racket
being carried on in Ontario.” According
to the independent theatre owners of
Nova Scotia, he continued, “a concern
known as Famous Players is carrying on
business in this province. It is a theatreoperating company with a manager named
Nathanson (N. L. Nathanson, managing
director of FP-Canadian) in Toronto.

“This concern owns a great many theatres throughout Canada. Nathanson is
also the head of distributing companies
which own and ■control practically all the
important pictures that are shown in this
province.

“In conjunction with the Nathanson
distributors, they are today carrying on a
system of discrimination against the
smaller theatres, and if it continues the
small theatres will have to close and a
monopoly will be created.”
A Sydney, N. S„ theatre operator, said
Patterson, had been given “by Famous
Players, in conjunction with the Nathanson distributing agency, the right to select his pictures and fix the time for the
pictures to be shown.” Accordingly, he
continued, a picture screened in Sydney
could not be exhibited in adjacent communities “at the same time or for months
afterward.”
He summed up his contentions by asserting, “It seems
BOXOFFICE
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the people

K

the

public

school

The Leveler
board

and

the

Regina

branch

of the

Saskatchewan Motion Picture Exhibitors Ass'n were surprised when no one objected
to the former's ruling that, in the future, school motion picture equipment could not
be used for showing anything but educational films.
Previously each of the 16 schools using such equipment has been in the habit
of showing a series of comedies, newsreels and short features for the benefit of
children and parents. There was a small charge made for admission to such
shows, the funds going to purchase various things around the school or for new
equipment. As teachers had been doing this with the 16mm outfits for some time

Halifax, N. S. — Of concern to branch
offices in the Maritirnes, concentrated in

tion pictures in Nova Scotia,” introduced
in the Nova Scotia legislature by Malcolm
Patterson (Liberal, Cape Breton West)
and given a second reading.
This proposed legislation, if adopted,
would mean that exchanges would be required to have branch offices and agents
in Halifax.
The Nova Scotia board of censors would
have power to require an exchange to
submit information concerning distribution of films and the terms on which they
have been distributed, and it would have
the power to revoke or cancel the license
of an exchange or restrict such license as
it deemed advisable.
Authority would be given to the board

Sask. — Both

the quiet acceptance of the board's edict was the more surprising.
However, it was all later explained by the teachers themselves. The revenues
derived from nickel shows the past few years, they said, had dribbled away to practically nothing. It seems a Roman Catholic church started providing two features
for the price of one, and drew children from all over town!

of this province who patronize the different theatres are compelled indirectly
to contribute to Famous Players. They
pay a legitimate price plus a tax paid to
Nathanson. We can shut off this racket
and prevent this man Nathanson and
Famous Players from taxing the people
of this province who attend theatres.”
In Toronto, later, J. J. Fitzgibbons, vicepresident and director of theatre operations for FP-Canadian, characterized Patterson’s charges as “ridiculous,” and
pointed out, “Anyone who has studied the
theatre business, knows how absurd these
things are. There is no foundation for
saying we aren’t running our business in
Nova Scotia according to regular business
practice. Certainly it can’t be said, so
far as I know, that we are competing unfairly in Nova Scotia, according to regular
theatre

operation

Four New
Underway

practice.”

Houses Open ,
in Ontario

Toronto — Plans have been prepared by
B. Swartz for the erection of an independent theatre to be known as the Empire
at 606-12 College St. in downtown Toronto
to seat 800 persons and to have a complete vaudeville stage, second floor lounge
and promenade foyer. Above the marquee
will be a glass-brick pylon 30 feet high
which will be illuminated at night.
Manny Stein has scheduled the opening
of his Metro Theatre at Bloor St. and Manning Ave., Toronto, at Easter, the new
house to accommodate 750 patrons.
The College Theatre, new 600-seat house
at Brantford, Ont., was formally opened
by William Taylor on April 6.
Bruce McLeod, owner of the Elmwood
Theatre,
He

London, Ont., has started construction of a theatre at Glencoe, Ont.
also operates the theatre at Strathroy.

Vidor

on

“Passage"

Hollywood —
“Northwest Passage,”
which Metro will make with Robert Taylor
in the starring role, will be directed by
King Vidor.

Canada-U. S. Trade
Pact Is Ratified
Ottawa — The
Canada-United States
trade agreement providing concessions in
the way of reduced duties and taxes on
many imported lines including films and
equipment has been ratified at last in the
Canadian House of Commons by a vote of
158 to 32, the opposition being the Conservative members who are traditionally
high -protectionists.
The agreement was signed last November 17 and became effective January 1
in all respects except the cancellation of
the special three per cent excise tax which
cannot be removed except by special act
of Parliament. The latter has not yet been
put through with the result that the three
per cent levy is still being imposed on all
items listed in the agreement although it
had been promised that it would be removed on April 1, the first day of the new
fiscal year.
Present

talk is that, if a war

develops,

the government may be compelled to impose a new tax to take the place of the
three per cent charge because of the need
cf additional revenue.

Contractors Named for
New Lincoln Theatre
St. Catharines, Ont. — One local, two
Toronto and one Hamilton contractors are
named in plumbing, heating, ventilating
and plastering awards made public this
week for the Lincoln Theatre Company’s
$50,000 St. Paul street picture house.
Work is now well under way, and has
been pushed rapidly ahead since initial
plans were announced last December.

New
Hollywood

De

Havilland

— Olivia

been nergiven
a new
Bros.

De

Pact

Havilland

acting contract

has

at War-
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Quebec Statute Opens Way
Greater Censorial Power

subject, the successive charge being
sary because every reel must carry
ficial censor band when released
hibitors. The censor board does not

to

necesan ofto exactual-

ly examine every additional print, the deletions, if any, being made in the cutting
room

Toronto — Film distributing companies of
Canada, all of whose head offices are located in Toronto, are taking more than
the usual interest in Bill No. 36 which
has just been adopted by the legislative
assembly of the Province of Quebec in
which all of the major film renters have
branch offices.
new statute deals, in broad language, with the general plan for the maintenance of the Quebec board of moving
picture censors which does not immediately
alter the present arrangement but there

so

that

the

total

fee

for

a

feature

of

actually 10,000 feet often runs to $72 because of the necessary use of six double
reels with several of the latter being less
than the 2,000-foot limit. The Ontario
board also collects $6 per 2,000-foot reel
for all additional prints or $3 per 1,000foot reel for every extra print of a shor„

in accordance with original instructions. The result is that the cost of censorship in Ontario is far in excess of that
for any other province and there are eight
boards across the Dominion. Ten years
ago the censorship fee in Ontario was a
nominal $1 per reel for the first print
but the quick increase in synchronized
films brought a substantial advance in
examination fees.

The

is a clause which holds possibility of important revision. This clause of the adopted bill reads as follows:
“The lieutenant-governor in council may,
however, decree that such remuneration,
salaries and expenditures shall be paid
according to such rules as he may determine by the companies, partnerships and
persons carrying on the business of selling, renting, exchanging or distributing
moving picture films.”
No hint or clue was

given

regarding

any

proposed steps by the Quebec government affecting the film business in ih
province but the provincial authorities new
have the power to enact orders-in-council at any time for a revision of fees for
censorship or the creation of entirely new
provisions. The measure was simply called
“an act to amend the act respecting
board of censors of moving pictures.”

Film

Inspection

Increased

the

Revenue

in Ontario

Toronto — In tabling the estimates of the
Ontario government for the fiscal year
commencing April 1, Premier Mitchell
Hepburn announced that the revenue from
the motion picture theatre inspection
branch of the treasury department for the
year just closed was $204,639, this total
being the combined receipts of the board
of moving picture censors and the license
office. This was a slight increase over the
of 1937-38 when a total of approximately $195,000 was collected in censorship fees and license fees for the theatres and film exchanges. In the year

During

Report oi;Papment
To Grierson Stirs

the past ten years the Canadian

motion

picture bureau, which is to be continued as a branch of the department of
trade and commerce, has spent $542,959
while the cost of plant and equipment

Ottawa — That John Grierson, member
cf the Cinematograph Advisory Council,
London, Eng., was said to have been paid
a salary of $350 per week during the time
that he was making a tom- of the Dominion
for a survey of the motion picture situation and subsequently for the period he
remained in Ottawa prior to the introduction of the bill before Parliament for the
creation of the National Film Board is
one

of the points that has aroused controversial discussion in the Canadian capital during the rough passage of the measure through the house and senate.
When Hon. W. D. Euler, minister of
trade and commerce and sponsor of the
bill, was asked for a copy of Grierson’s
report which is said to have been the
basis for the new film control commission,
the reply was that “it was not in the
public interest to release it,” Intimation
has been made that the salary of the
director of the commission will be $5,000
per year while the members of the beard,
eight in number, will be permitted to draw
their expenses but no salary. The commissioner will have a paid clerical staff.

represented an additional outlay of $200,000, it is stated. The salary of F. C.
Badgley, director of this bureau, is $4,600
per year while two cameramen are paid
$3,600
Total

and $3,000 respectively. A production supervisor receives $3,240 annually.
staff salaries of the present bureau

amount to $47,000. Other departments of
the Canadian government produced films
last year which amounted to $51,998. H.n.
R. J. Manion, leader of the opposition in
the Canadian commons, predicted that the
expenditure of the national film board win
have risen to $250,000 by next year.
Under the new plan it is claimed by
the critics that the government will have
its national film board, whose duties have
not yet been defined but which may exercise control over the moving picture industry in Canada, and also the existing
motion picture bureau of the department
of trade

and commerce while other departments which will continue to make its
pictures include agriculture, mines

own
and

resources, justice, postoffice and national revenue. Hon. Mr. Euler admits:

“Each department will still have the power
to initiate its own films although these
films will be approved by the central

board.”

fiscal year

1936-37, the censor board collected $100,725 in reel charges while the license totaled $88,805 but, since that time, the
totals have been lumped in the annual
reports.
In his forecast for the next fiscal year.
Premier Hepburn estimated a gross revenue of $185,000 for the theatre branch of
the government but there was no indication of how much would be collected in
censorship fees or theatre licenses alone.
The expenditure for salaries of censors,
inspectors and staff employes, traveling
expenses and office requirements for the
past year was given as $34,409 and the
estimated cost in the 1939-40 budget was
$38,675.
The Ontario board of censors imposes a
charge of $6 per single reel for examination but the charge for a double reel of
2,000 feet or less is $12, no allowance
being made for short footage in any reel
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J. A.Canadian
Cooper, Toronto,
president of the
Film Board
of
Trade, was a visitor to Saint John . . .
Others seen on Filmrow included A. J.
Mason of the Capitol, Springhill, N. S.;
Frank Sobey of the Jubilee, Stellarton,
N. S., and Roxy, Westville; “Stan” O’Brien
of the Capitol, Yarmouth, N. S., just back
from Hollywood, where he saw the big
studios in action.
F. G. Spencer

was

expected

to return

to

Saint

John after a vacation visit to Daytona Beach, Fla., spending some time in
Boston and New York on the way hack
. . . A. E. Smith of Regal is hack from
the M-G-M convention ... W . A. Sault
entered hospital in Saint John recently

to take

treatment for the injuries he received when struck by a car.

Harold Gaudet of the Capitol, Summerside, P. E. I., has effectively shut off
his local opposition by closing the rink,
which he runs too . . . With the hockey

season now completed throughout the
Maritimes, exhibitors are looking for a
better break in attendances, especially in
Sydney,

N. S., and

Saint

John.

During the Saint John Beavers’ brief
career at Ottawa mid Toronto in the Allan Cup playdowns, when ardent hockey
fans were tempted to stay at home with
their ears glued to their radios for game
results, the Saint John Capitol overcame
some of the “theatre resistance” by giving
bulletins on the matches from the stage.
Maritime theatre men and branch offices are interested in the plans of Canadian Airways to institute a regular air
service link between cities in the three
provinces, as the planes will serve both to
carry films in emergencies and the branch
salesmen themselves, many of whom take
advantage of the present air route between New Brunswick and Prince Edward

Island.
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Cultural Pictures Via
A New Committee
Ottawa — A Canadian film committee,
financed by the Imperial Relations Trust
of London, England, has been formed in
Ottawa with Donald Fraser as secretary
for the purpose of organizing a centralized
plan for the release in the Dominion of
cultural and educational features and short
subjects among patriotic and educational
bodies including universities.
The work of the National Film Society,
branches of which have screened foreign
films on an individual basis in their respective cities, is being enlarged and various organizations, such as the Imperial
Order, Daughters of the Empire, Overseas
Education League and film clubs, are
being included within the scope of the
new committee. The latter has laid down
the policy that it is interested in the films
of all countries, British and otherwise,
which possess cultural value. Film libraries
to be established in different sections of
the Dominion will serve as exchanges for
the private distribution of pictures. Mr.
Fraser

spent several recent years in England in film production work before returning to Canada to undertake organization details for the film committee.

French , English Versions
Appear Simultaneously
Ottawa — A highly interesting situation
developed in Ottawa with the simultaneous presentation in two different theatres
of the English and French versions of the
film “Prison Without Bars” released from
entirely separate sources but each picture
having the one star, Corinne Luchaire.
The

English-language picture by Alexander Korda and released through United
Artists was presented at the Elgin Theatre,
a unit of the 20th Century Theatres group,
as a single attraction.
“ ‘Prison Sans Barreaux,’ avec Corinne
Luchaire dans la version originale Francaise,” was presented by the Rideau Theatre of the Associated Theatres group on
a double bill which included a second

Levy Revision on Gross
Income Increases Tax

F-P Meeting Is of
Routine Nature

Toronto — An increase in taxation for
large corporations in Ontario has been

Toronto — The annual meeting of Famous Players Canadian Corp., held in the
head office in Toronto, was routine in
nature with N. L. Nathanson being reelected president and all directors of the
company being returned to office with
J. J. Fitzgibbons being renamed as vicepresident for another year.
The financial report as issued to the
shareholders does not include the name of
Adolph Zukor, now in London, as chairman of the board, and the omission of
his name was explained by the simple
verbal

statement

that

with the company.”
The complete board

“he
of

is no

longer

directors

is:

N. L. Nathanson, president; J. J. Fitzgibbons, vice-president; Barney Balaban,
Thos. J. Bragg, Y. Frank Freeman, Hon.
F. B. McCurdy, P.C., R. W. Bolstad, A. E.
Dyment, Major A. P. Holt and Hon. W. D.
Ross. Mr. Bragg continues as secretarytreasurer while Mr. Bolstad is comptroller.
Mr. Balaban is a resident of the United
States; Major A. P. Holt of Montreal and
London, England, represents the Sir Herbert Holt financial interests; Hon. Mr.
Ross

is a former Lieut. -Governor of Ontario; Hon. F. B. McCurdy, a Privy Councillor. is a prominent Parliamentarian, and

Mr.

Dyment of Barrie, Ont., is an outstanding industrialist and sportsman.
With regard to the expiration of the
voting trust agreement on March 6, under
which a large block of common shares
were under the control of Messrs. Nathanson, Zukor and I. W. Killam of Montreal
for ten years, the only outcome has been
the exchange of voting shares for nonvoting certificates. Mr. Killam, a Mon-

WINNIPEG
fjAROLD BISHOP
Fox Movietone

has arranged to have
News flown in from

brought about by the provincial legislature in the revision of the levy on capital investment and gross income through
a bill introduced by Hon. Paul Leduc.
The impost
reduced from

on paid-up capital has been
1/10 to 1/20 of one per cent

per

annum but the annual tax on corporation income has been raised from
one to two per cent. This is expected to
bring the provincial government an added
revenue of approximately $500,000. A
further point of increase has also become
effective in the moving forward of the
date of payment to the province from
June 30 to April 30 through which a company will lose two
tax outlay.

months’

interest on the

The changes have particular effect upon
large companies such as Famous Players
Canadian Corp. whose paid-up capital
comprises $6,700,000 in bonds and $4,118,240 in common shares, or approximately
$11,000,000. According to the annual statement of the company gross profit for the
past year was $2,451,229, on which the
two per cent tax is applicable. Other
large

companies, such as the film exchanges and important theatre companies,
feel the effect of the enlarged levy.

treal financier, is not
with Famous-Players.

actively

associated

A

routine change in the capital structure of the company will probably occur
on June 1 next with the maturing on that
date of $350,000 Series A three per cent
serial bonds which were issued three years
ago. Other bonds mature in 1940-41-42
and in 1951, the total bond issue being
$6,700,000 out of an authorized total of
$10,000,000. It is noted that 33,000 of the
unissued common shares are under option
to Mr. Nathanson in annual blocks at $15
per share for 11,000 shares in 1939; $16 a
share for 11,000 shares in 1940 and the
balance at $17 in 1941.
Concurrent

with the annual

meeting,

the

of the respective theatres appeal'd next
to each other in the amusement section
and both displays were identical in size,
each being 35 lines by two columns. The
Rideau advertisement was mostly in French,
however.

Montreal on the Trans-Canada Airways
line. Newsreels now will arrive here on
Thursday mornings in time for showing

company paid an initial dividend of 25
cents per share for 1939 on the common
of which 408,524 shares are listed in the
last balance sheet as being issued fully

on the opening day of each week’s run
instead of a day late as was formerly the
case . . . Having completed two success-

paid.

No Arrangements

Helmer Jernberg expects the intense
public interest just now in the activities
of dictators should mean good boxoffice

French feature, “Le Choc en Retour.”
The coincidence was strikingly emphasized when the newspaper advertisements

as Yet

For Quints' Next Film

Toronto — Keith Munro, business manager of the Dionne Quintuplets, has announced that no definite arrangements
have yet been made by 20th Century-Fox
for the making of the next feature in

which

the “Quints” are to appear, although there were rumors that Alexander
Woolcott would shortly go to Callander,
Ont., to prepare for the shooting.
Munro declared that the babies were
under contract to make one more fulllength feature for 20th Century-Fox but
this final picture did not have to be produced for another 18 months.
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ful weeks at the Bijou, “Club de Femmes”
is being held over indefinitely.

for his coming showing of “Things to
Come.” For the first Main Street run in
the city, the Bijou is being decorated with
a special front carrying out the modernistic tendencies of the film.
It is reported M. H. Halperin will construct a theatre in the Provencher block
on Provencher Ave., St. Boniface. The
block was destroyed by fire about 18
months ago. Work is expected to get
underway next week. Cost is expected to
reach $35,000.
Joe Derry of the Palace and Bijou
atres at Kenora, Ont., was a visitor.

the-

F. G. Spencer Co. Starts on
New

Theatre Structure

Campbellton, N. B. — Plans are now under consideration, and property already
has been purchased
new theatre.

for the erection

The F. G. Spencer
Theatre Bldg., Saint
interested.

of a

Co., Ltd., Strand
John, N. B., is

I. M. RICE & CO.
Canada
Distributors
Sound
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TO

ROM

MIKE GOODMAN, exploiteer of Colonial

TO

with Columbia in Winnipeg, Man., left
Toronto after a short stay to take up
residence in Chicago where he will enter
the film business.

Pictures, Ltd., here, has been appointed manager of the Duchess Theatre in succession to Aaron Wolfe who succeeded
Sidney Goldstone at the Rex when Mr.

Both Manager Jack Arthur and Assistant Manager Fred Trebilcock of the Toronto Uptown were laid up with the flu,
but are ready for the Easter rush with
“Midnight.” Manager Tom Daley of the

Goldstone became part owner and manager of the new Centre Theatre at Peterboro, Ont.

Imperial booked “Three Smart
Up” as his Easter feature.

Casper Bros, have started erection of a
$65,000 theatre at Leamington, Ont., of
which J. P. Thomson of Windsor is the
architect.
Herman Shawn is once more a resident
of Toronto after having been manager of
the Times Theatre, Winnipeg, where foreign films had a lengthy season.
L. M. Montgomery , well-known Canadian authoress, has sold the screen rights
to her “Anne of Windy Poplars” to RKO
Pictures. “ Anne of Green Gables” by the
same writer was filmed in 1925. In real
life she is Mrs. Ewan Macdonald of
Tororito.

Sask. — Films

are seen

as one

of

Democracy’s most potent weapons by Donald Fraser, executive secretary of the
Canadian Film Committee of Ottawa, who
visited here during a tour of Canada for
the purpose of arousing the public to the
possibilities of motion pictures.
According to Fraser, the dictatorship
countries are making the greatest use of
educational films. In Germany nearly
every class room has it projector. “These
countries realize the high value of films
to spread their propaganda. We are constantly being bombarded by Fascist and
Communist propaganda and it is time we
started a
bombardment, in reply for
Democracy,” he said.
The Canadian Film Committee at present is operating on a grant made by the
Imperial Relations Trust, part of this being used for administration and promotional work, and part for the establishing of a non-commercial library. He
stressed the library is not intended to
compete with existing libraries, but rather
to supplement their activities by adding to
the supply of worthwhile films in Canada.
Aim of the committee is to promote the
use of strictly Canadian films.
Western Canada’s “pioneering spirit”
was the reason he gave for the fact he
found western Canada much more interested and advanced in the use of educational films in the schools than other sections of the country.

Films

to Further

Religious

Work

St. John, N. B. — Potential value of motion pictures in furthering religious work
was pointed out at a Saint John meeting
by Rev. W. C. V. Martin, president of the

82

company.

trip to be in atgathering of the

Miss Viola Fluker, cashier of the Eglinton Theatre in the North End, earned
a nice promotion in her appointment to
the wicket in the big Imperial Theatre
in downtown Toronto.
Frank Goldhar, brother of B. Goldhar,
Toronto exhibitor, and formerly salesman
Church

Films as a Weapon
For Democracies
Regina,

J. J. Fitzgibbons, vice-president of Famous Players Canadian Corp., returned to
from a Florida
tendance at the annual

of England

and Louis Polakoff, veteran independents of Toronto, are back from Florida
and have taken over the reins of their
several theatres.

Girls Grow

Col. John A. Cooper, president of the
Motion Picture Distributors of Canada,
made a hurried trip to St. John, N. B„
immediately after the annual meeting of
the association.

Toronto

Abe

Institute.

Christianity, he said, has played an important part in changing the attitude of
the producers of commercial films. He
cited some of the findings regarding religious films obtained from a survey of
children who suggested religious subjects
they would like to see screened.
Everyone would admit, he said, that
films increased knowledge and helped the
backward to learn. The parish priest
could be helped by films in teaching adults
as well as children; properly used, films
would help to solve the problem of the
adolescent’s drift away from the church,
and to stir up new interest in every organization in the parish. Bible stories
were always available in motion pictures,
and films of church history were in the
making.
He described how a bishop’s plea for
$250,000 for churches in new housing
areas had been made doubly impressive
and effective through the use of motion
pictures showing residences and stores
built and only placards to denote the
properties on which it was expected to
build churches. This type of picture, exhibiting the needs of the Fredericton,
N. B„ diocese would revitalize the interest
of the church people, the clergyman said.
He told how devotional films are being
popularized in England, a complete
vice being shown within an hour,

serand

quoted

A. J. Laurie, assistant general sales
manager of Empire-Universal Films, Ltd.,
is back at his Toronto desk after a late
vacation in Florida. Harry Price, general
manager of Superior Films, Ltd., is expected shortly after Easter after a stopover in New York to look over new product.
Bruce McLeod, proprietor of the Elmwood in London, Ont., was in Toronto to
get a line on equipment for his new house
in Glencoe, Ont.
A. Rappaport, who has added the role
of grandfather to that of proprietor of the
Hollywood Theatre in Campbellford and
of the hotel near that town, paid a visit
to Toronto film offices to fill in the early
summer dates.
Harold Kay. Harry Ginsler and H. Daniels, Toronto exhibitors, have been appointed a committee of the Independent
Theatres Ass’n to place a check on free
giveaways which are becoming increasingly evident in local theatre circles.
Following a bad attack of influenza,
B. W. Silver, general manager of Colonial
Pictures, Ltd., swung

into action

by book-

ing downtown first-run of “I Was a Captive of Nazi Germany” in the Broadway
Theatre, City Hall Square, for three days,
featuring the personal appearance at the
theatre of Isobel Steele of Toronto who
is featured in the picture.
David Branston has been appointed
manager of the Garden Theatre here, one
of the original cinemas with a record of
20 years’ contmuous

operation.

Among those in town were J. W. Borneman, Muskoka Theatre, Gravenhurst, and
Samuel Russ, proprietor of the Gayety
Theatre, Collingwood.
Freeman Waugh, originally of the Hollywood Theatre, Toronto, has resigned as
manager of the Lyric Theatre, Kitchener.
Manager Raymond Allen held “Ballerina” for an extra two days after a week’s
at the Hollywood after which it went

run

into the Avenue

Theatre

for a week’s

en-

gagement.

lists of films that had been prepared by the Religious Film Society of
London, England.

A. P. Drohan, for years manager of the
Capitol, Chatham, a Famous Players house,
is recuperating from a serious attack of

Last Call Made

pneumonia.

Huron

lor New

Manager Charlie Querrie of the Toronto
Palace secured a sweet bit of advertising
when the Globe and Mail published the

Sub-Contracts

Tillsonberg, Ont.— With the walls already rising, the last call for plumbing,
heating and wiring sub-contracts was sent
out last week by Architect H. G. Duerr,

single line “Blondie is now appearing at
the Palace Theatre” across the top of the
comic strip of the same name.

Lumsden Bldg., Toronto, for Huron Theatre’s new West Broadway $60,000 show

W. A. Summerville, proprietor of the
Prince of Wales Theatre, Toronto, made

place.
Principal Investments, Ltd., Toronto,
holder of the general contract.

a fighting speech on the floor of the Ontario Legislature of which he is an elected member.

is
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Building Contracts Set lor
Clarence St Theatre

^HE Canadian Catholic Youth Union held
a mass meeting in the Capitol Theatre
last Sunday night for the purpose of

Port Colborne, Ont. — With work now
well under way, successful bidders on the

JS^NDY DIGNEY,
his guests the

new

School to witness a presentation of “Boys
Town,” and, treating them with his proverbial genial courtesy, was later called
upon by a delegate to thank him. This
was the first time the boys had been permitted to go out in a body escorted only

launching

a public crusade against questionable literature and pictures of all
forms when an appeal was made to people
of all denominations for support.
Donat Paquin, proprietor of the Francais
and Victoria theatres in Ottawa and the
Laurier in Hull, Que., recently made a
business trip to the film exchanges in
Toronto.
Manager Isser Singerman of the Ottawa
Imperial made a play for the juveniles
with the introduction of a serial, “Hawk
of the Wilderness,” which got under way
at the Saturday matinee with “The Three
Musketeers” and “The Night Hawk” as
the two features.
The Elgin Theatre, Lloyd Mills, manager, reverted to a double hill policy during the past week with the presentation

Clarence St. Theatre include plumbing, Port Colborne Supply Co., Ltd.; airconditioning and heating, Arthur S. Leitch
Co., Ltd., Toronto; roofing, sheet metal,
glass, etc., Rawlins and Martinson, Port
Colborne; interior neon, the E. L. Ruddy
Co., Ltd., Toronto; acoustical treatment,
the Canadian Johns-Manville Co., Ltd.,
Toronto, and flooring by the Kent Tile
and Marble Co., Ltd., Hamilton.
Owned by Joseph Giaschi of Huntsville,
the house will be under the operation of
the Theatre Holding Corp., Ltd., of Toronto. J. R. Carson, Orillia, and Kaplan
and

Sprachman, Toronto, are general
tractor and architects, respectively.

New

con-

Soviet Film Pleases

Trade Representatives

Pass-

Toronto — Representatives of chain companies, independent theatres and film exchanges attended a private screening of

“Professor Mamlock” has been set in at
the Somerset Theatre for the week of

the Soviet feature, “Alexander Nevsky,” in
the theatre of the Exhibitors Booking

April 24, according to Manager M. Berlin, with all seats reserved for the opening evening performance.

Ass’n, Toronto, Saturday afternoon, April
1, immediately after a print of the picture
had been received in the Dominion by

The Rialto Theatre has been given a
new time schedule by Manager D. S. Ruben
for Saturday performances with continuous shows throughout the day starting at
10 a. m. The Rialto is a neighborhood
house with 524 seats.

Cosmopolitan Films, Ltd., which is making arrangements for a special Canadian
premiere at an early date. The gripping
production, which is considered red hot
because of the current international situation, aroused real enthusiasm among the
film executives who were in attendance at

of “Woman

Doctor’’

and

“Forged

port.”

What with observance of Holy Week
and Passover and the departure of members of Parliament to their home cities

the preliminary showing, and Manager L.
Clavir of Cosmopolitan Films is elated
over the prospects of the picture.

for the Easter recess, not to mention a'
late blizzard, the past while has been a
slack period for Ottawa theatres but the
exhibitors are now looking for a break.
A recent visitor was Charles “Sandy”
Jones, Canadian composer and writer of
background music for Paramount pictures
at Hollywood. Mr. Jones went to New
York City where he is now with the Juilliard Musical Foundation.

Clocks , Films Don't Mix
Toronto — “It might be a convenience,
but is it practical?” is the way Roly Young
sums up the pro and con discussion of
illuminated theatre clocks in this morning’s Rambling With Roly
by the Globe and Mail.

column,

carried

p. m.,” Roly chides a correspondent in the
regular Monday Globe and Mailbag division of his widely-read chatter and re-

"Delinquent Parents" Is
Opener at Two Houses

view column. “It strikes me as being
rather a waste of time for a person to attend a movie, when he or she has a date
on his or her mind which is so pressing
that he or she must watch a clock. How
the Sam Hill can you get really interested

The College got under way Thursday
evening, April 6, with the inaugural program continuing for three days while
Emanuel Stein put the Toronto Metro into
operation April 8 with the same feature
which is being released in the Dominion
by Colonial Pictures, Ltd.
BOXOFFICE
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Theatre, had as
from the Borstal

by their principal and their behavior was
beyond criticism which may be due in part
to their keen interest in the play and their
way of showing their gratefulness for the
invitation.
D. R. McKenzie, formerly manager of
the Orpheum, Dawson City, Yukon, has
been a visitor on Filmrow. He was once
on the distributing end of booking and, it
is said, would like to be back on it again.
His experience as an exhibitor should be
valuable.
R.

J. Dawson

had

a

severe

attack

of

“Fishitus” when the buds began to appear,
so packed up his rod, reel, spoons and
flies, and left for his favorite pools on the
Island, and maybe
den Tyee button.

for a try for that gol-

Sam Siegel, UA exploitation man, came
up from Seattle to help Sam Nagler, B. C.
distributor , in making the public “Stagecoach” conscious prior to its presentation
here at an early date.
L. A. “Sonny” Allen, Grand National
distributor, encouraged by the early in-

ture.

terest being shown in “The Grand Illusion,” is very optimistic regarding its success when released here in the near fu-

Judging by the “do or die" expression on
Bill Jones’ face, Walter Branson and
Harry Michaelson must have been handing out an exceptional line of “peptalk” at
that RKO Sears Drive meeting in Seattle.

P. C. Badgley, director of the Canadian
government motion picture bureau, has
been very busy drawing up the general
plan for all moving picture coverage of
the Canadian tour of the King and Queen
which opens May 14 with the landing of
the Royal Party at Quebec.

Toronto — “Delinquent Parents” was
booked into the Metro Theatre, Toronto,
and the College Theatre, Brantford, Ont.,
as the opening feature for each of these
new houses.

Oak
boys

“Imagine seeing Tyrone Power meeting
Loretta Young for the first time at 4:10
p. m. and watching them enjoying their
happy home life with two children at 4:48

and

appreciative of the heartrending predicament of Margaret Sullavan in the

fourth reel, when you’re watching
out of one eye so you can dash and

a clock
run for

your appointment at ten to four? It isn’t
fair to the artist” opines the Globe and
Mailman.
Just the same, it’s a rapidly spreading
idea, and many show places are running
the risk of embarrassing Tyrone and
Loretta by installing an illuminated clock
face up front.

Norman Duncan, Strand Theatre, bit
off a mouthful when he undertook the
selection of a prize-winner in a Shirley
Temple coloring contest sponsored by the
Vancouver Sun. He already is swamped
with entries, they are still coming in and
the wrinkles on his brow multiply with
the entries. This contest is linked with
“The

Little Princess,”

picture.
Howard

Boothe,

a

Shirley

Dunbar

Temple

Theatre,

ran

down for a few days’ vacation in Seattle,
and his idea of real holidaying is to go
around to all the theatres to pick up
what new ideas he finds, fust to give his
own audiences the latest and best.
Ken
hopped

McRea,

Kerrisdale

Theatre,

is all

up over the reception given "Midnight” which was previewed last week.

After a three days’ hearing of the appeal case, Hollywood Theatres vs. Projectors Union, decision was reserved by the
court of appeal.

Next lor Withers
Hollywood — Jane Withers’ next for
20th-Fox will be “The Chicken Wagon
Family,” slated to roll April 24. Edward
Kaufman produces, with Viola Brothers
Shore on the script.
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REARING down the old Regina Theatre,
original legitimate house built early
in 1900, to make way for a department
store, workmen came across the old usher
board whereon were listed names of young
men who were ushers at one of the last
showings before the house was closed ten
years ago. Out of all the names only one
was still identified with the theatre business, that of Otis Bowes, now manager of
the Grand, one of the Famous Players
Canadian chain. It was good for a story
in the Regina press.
With

everybody in Canada air-conscious, what with the start of the TransCanada Airlines passenger service April
1, it was

only natural film company representatives should take to the air. Using Prairie Airways, Saskatchewan feeder
line to TCA. Dave Griesdorf, manager of
United Artists, and Harry
ager for RKO Radio, both

Wolfe, manof Winnipeg,

flew from Prince Albert to Regina, picking up John Vopni, Davidson theatre
chain operator, at Moose Jaw, for a conference. Other exchangemen on tour lately included Gordon Simmons,
manager, and Percy Cohen,
salesman.

Warners’
Warners’

for his masterly handling of hockey playdown broadcasts this winter over the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. network.
unfavorable

criticism

over

the

choice of “foreign” films chosen for the
first year of operation of the Regina
branch of the National Film Society, the
organization is continuing . R. W. W. Robinson was elected president at the final
session, marked by the showing of Pare
Lorentz’ “The River” and also “Waltz by
Strauss.” Complaint was voiced on occasion the society did not bring in truly
foreign films but often too much of the
poorer grade pictures of no educational
value.
Canada’s famed Royal Canadian Mounted Police will make two visits to the United States in 1939, both times to exhibit
the prowess of the mounted section in the
long-famed musical ride. The troop will
perform at the Cleveland grounds of the
World’s Poultry Congress on July 31 and
make a one-day visit to the New York
World’s Fair. The Girls’ Kiltie Band of
Saskatoon will also visit Cleveland.
Since Roy Rogers, Republic’s crooning
cowboy star, got set for $12,000 when a
court found in favor of a vaudeville actor
of the same name who claimed the star’s
use of the name was theft, it has given
Canadian film columnists food for
thought. Already suggested by the Windsor, Ont., Star is the case of Robert Taylor, former Regina newspaperman now
with the Windsor office of Canadian
Press. A cartoon of the portly newshound
and the film’s Robert
columns of the eastern

Taylor
sheet.

graced

the

Regina’s Board of Trade has endorsed
an all-Canada move to have all holidays
observed on a Monday rather than on the

84

Cooper Again Helms
Canadian MPDA

King’s birthday on the second Monday in
June, and Dominion Day on the first
Monday in July. Theatre men are still
studying plan but first impression is Monday holiday idea would hurt business.
Horses

play a smaller

part every day in

the training of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police but radio is advancing . So it is
that this year the famed law force will
start the operation of two-way radio
equipped cars on the highways of Manitoba, controlled from a short-wave station to be located at some central point.
At the present time the R. C. M. P. only
uses radio in emergencies in most cases
though a regular bulletin service is put
over station CKCK, Regina, every day for
benefit of detachments.
Workmen have commenced tearing down
the old Regina Theatre in Regina to make
way for a modern store structure. The
old showhouse never gave way to films but
died a natural death from lack of stock
companies, roadshows and vaudeville some
ten years ago. It was built over 30 years
ago.

Congratulations are being showered on
youthful Gail Egan, assistant manager of
the Princess Theatre, Calgary, and son
of Pete Egan, formerly Regina showman,

Despite

day on which they fall. Suggested are
Victoria Day for the third Monday in May;

Peter George traveled to the Saskatoon
Horse Show for several hundred feet of
film for Universal News and Associated
Screen News. Feature was presence of
125 stallions in show ring, largest number in any spring show on the continent,
it was claimed. George is chief cameraman for General Films, Ltd.

Toronto — Col. John A. Cooper was reelected president of the Motion Picture
Distributors of Canada at the annual meeting of the association in Toronto and was
also named again as treasurer. The office
of secretary- treasurer was divided, however, and E. H. Wells, secretary of the
Film Board of Trade, was the choice as
secretary of the MPDC.
Directors for the next 12 months were
elected as follows: J. P. O’Loghlin, general manager of 20th Century-Fox Corp.,
Ltd.; H. M. Masters, general manager.
United Artists Corp., Ltd.; M. A. Milliga
general manager. Paramount Film Service,
Ltd.; L. M. Devaney, general manager,
RKO Distributing Corp. of Canada, Ltd.;
Clair Hague, Canadian representative, Universal Pictures, and Henry L. Nathanson,
general

manager, Regina Films, Ltd., distributor of M-G-M and Monogram pictures.
All named were present at the meeting
with the exception of Henry L. Nathanson
who was represented by Walter F. Hayner,
general sales manager of Regal Films. Mr.
O’Loghlin was chairman of the meeting
at which routine business was conducted.

VIC TO
^•HEATRE
recent

business
British

Rill A

in Victoria
Columbia

was hit by
basketball

Saskatoon, it might have seemed last
Sunday, had lifted the lid from Sunday
night shows. As it happened, the Boy

championship playoffs between the Victoria Dominoes and the Vancouver Westerns. Besides taking away the business
of the fans that witnessed the games,

Scouts

many

were sponsoring a picture on “Ottawa” at the Roxy, while the Chinese
Red Cross had another picture at the
Tivoli, augmented by a Chinese orchestra.

CBC Plans Impressive
Amusement Center
Toronto — A new and impressive amusement center is an immediate prospect for
Toronto in the purchase of a large site
on Yonge St. from the North American
Life Assurance Co. by the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. on which a large and palatial structure of ultra-modern design is
to be started this spring under the direction of Dr. Auguste Frigon, assistant
general manager of the CBC.
The property has a frontage of 353 feet,
taking in a whole block on the thoroughfare, and a depth of 308 feet on which a
building is to be erected at an estimated
cost of $1,000,000. It will incorporate both
large and small studios, a theatre, concert hall, offices and other facilities and
will be fitted with the latest in radio,
projection, sound, ventilating and illuminating equipment for all types of entertainment with accommodation for audiences. Marani, Lawson & Morris of Toronto are the architects whose work will
be under the supervision of the technical
department of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. The headquarters of the CBC
will be located in the new building.

stayed at home
casts of the games.

to listen to broad-

Many admiring comments are now being heard about the new display of spring
flowers in the miniature garden in the
lobby of the Dominion Theatre.
Lucien

Roy,

Associated

Screen

News

photographer, visited Victoria theatres recently and showed the managers a Technicolor trailer of “God Save the King,” as
played by the Grenadier Guards. This
picture is particularly suited to Victoria
theatres as next month the King and
Queen of England are scheduled to spend
a couple of days in Victoria.
For the showing of “Idiot’s Delight” at
the Capitol, tieups were arranged with a
drug store and two cafes all of which
served soda fountain specials tying up
with the picture. Big stickers advertising
the
dows.picture

were

also posted

on the win-

Three Script
Hollywood—
Metro “Ninotchka"
has assigned three
scripters — Billy Wilder, Walter Reisch and
Charles Brackett — to adapt “Ninotchka”
as a starring vehicle for Garbo, which
Ernst Lubitsch will direct.

Re-Sign

Ace

Director

Hollywood — Michael
ner director, has been
contract.

Curtiz, ace Warsigned to a new
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FEATURES

PUBLICATIONS
CHICAGO

HOLLYWOOD
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STARTING

WELL

POWER
TO
KILL— Jack Holt, Gertrude Michael, Regis
Toomey,
Henry
Kolker,
George
Meeker.
Producer: Larry Darmour.
Director:
Lewis D. Collins. Original Screenplay: Gordon
Rigby.

O
O

£5

THE

MIRACLE

ducer: Jack

0

Original:
Jackson.

OF

MAIN

STREET— Margo.

COMPLETED

MR.
SMITH
GOES
TO
WASHINGTON—
Stewart, Jean Arthur, Edward
Arnold,
Rains, Eugene Pallette, Ruth Donnelly,
Bondi, Guy
Kibbee.
Producer: Frank
Director: Frank
Capra.
Screenplay:
Buchman.

James
Claude
Beulah
Capra.
Sidney

Pro-

Skirball. Director: Steve Sekely.

Boris

Ingster.

Screenplay:

Fred

BABES
.
O

ALONG

DARK
DAME— Ann Sothern.
ter Ruben.
Director: Edwin

Producer: J. WalL. Marin.

^

o
£
o

IN

ARMS — Mickey

Rooney,

Judy

Gar-

land, Rand
Brooks, Douglas MacPhail, Betty
Jaynes.
Producer: Arthur
Freed.
Director:
Busby
Berkeley.
Original: Richard
Rodgers,
Lorenz Hart.

WYOMING — Tex Ritter, Snub
Ed
Finney.
Director: A1
John Rathmell.

Pollard.
Herman.

WOLF

Movita,

IT’S

A

Young,

2

gner.
Joseph

£

LAWFUL

g

OUTLAWS — William

Boyd,

Betty

Mo-

ran, Russell Hayden, Willard Robertson, Ray
Bennett, Britt Wood, Pedro de Cordoba.
Producer: Harry Sherman.
Director: Lesley Selander. Original: Clarence E. Mulford. Screenplay: Josef Montiague.

m
S
Mh

<o<

ISLAND
Carrol
Eric

Carroll,

Claudette ColDrake, Ernest

Truex,
W.

Guy Kibbee, Edgar Kennedy, Nat Pendleton. Producer: Louis D. Lighton. Director:
S. Van Dyke.

Producer:
Original:
BOYS’

CALL — John

WONDERFUL
WORLD—
bert, James Stewart, Frances

Polly

Ann

Wheeler Oakman,
Pat O’Malley. Producer: Paul Malvern.
Director: George WagOriginal: Jack
London.
Screenplay:
West.

OF
LOST
MEN— Anna
May
Wong.
J.
Naish, Anthony
Quinn, Ernest Truex,

Blore, Rudolph
Forster. Producer:
gene Zukor. Director: Kurt Neumann.

Eu-

HEAVEN
ON
A
SHOESTRING
— Pat O’Brien.
Olympe
Bradna,
Roland
Young.
Producer:
George
Arthur.
Director: Lewis
Milestone.
Original: Patterson McNutt.

Frankie

Darro,

Grant

MR.
AND
MRS.
BULLDOG
DRUMMOND— John
Howard, Heather Angel, E. E. Clive, Eduardo
Ciannelli, Elizabeth Patterson, Reginald Denny.
Producer: William LeBaron.
Director: James
Hogan.
THE
MAGNIFICENT
FRAUD
Akim
Tamiroff, Ellen Drew,
Producer: Harlan Thompson.

—
Lloyd Nolan,
Patricia Morison.
Director: Robert

Florey. Original: Charles G. Booth.
play: Gilbert Gabriel, Walter Ferris.

Screen-

FIVE
O
W

THE
DOVE — Leo Carrillo, Steffi Duna.
Cliff Reid. Director: Lew Landers.

tf

Producer:

(j
^
pq

ALL
THE
TOMORROWS — Frieda Inescort, Otto
Kruger, Don
Douglas, Ann
Todd,
Adrienne
Ames.
Producer: Sol Siegel. Director: Sidney
Salkow.

O*
y

HEADIN’
George

”

FOR
TEXAS — Roy Rogers, Mary
Hayes,
Wade
Boteler, Arthur

Producer: Joe Kane.
Director: Joe
inal Screenplay: Betty Burbridge.

^
P
i
W
H
o

Kane.

CAME
BACK — Chester Morris, Wendy
Barrie, Kent Taylor, Joseph Calleia, John Carradine, C. Aubrey
Smith, Allen Jenkins.
Producer: Robert Sisk. Director: John
Farrow.
Original: Richard
Carroll. Screenplay: Jerry
Cady, Dalton Trumbo.

REFORMATORY—

Withers, Ben Welden, John St. Polis, David Durand, Lillian Elliott. Producer: Lindsley Parsons. Director: Howard
Bretherton..

THE
GIRL
FROM
MEXICO— Lupe Velez, Donald
Woods, Leon Errol, Donald McBride.
Producer:
Robert Sisk. Director: Les Goodwins.
Original:
Lionel Houser.
Screenplay: Lionel Houser,
Joseph

Fields.

Hart,
Loft.
Orig-

ELSA
MAXWELL’S
HOTEL
FOR
WOMEN — Elsa
Maxwell.
Producer: Raymond
Griffith. Director: Gregory Ratoff. Original: Kathryn Scola.
Screenplay: Kathryn Scola, Darrell Ware.

C>3

IT COULD
HAPPEN
TO YOU
—
Stuart Erwin,
Gloria Stuart, Douglas Fowley, Raymond
Walburn. June Gale, Clarence Kolb, Richard Lane.
Producer: David Hempstead.
Director: A1 Werker. Original: Charles Hoffman.
Screenplay:
Allen Rivkin.

THE
SUN
NEVER
SETS — Douglas Fairbanks jr.,
Basil Rathbone, Virginia Field, Lionel Atwill,
C. Aubrey
Smith, Cecil Kellaway,
Barbara
O’Neil. Producer: Rowland
V. Lee.
Director:
Rowland V. Lee. Screenplay: W. P. Lipscomb.

>

2

THEY
ASKED
FOR
IT — Joy
Whalen, Isabel Jewel, William

Hodges, Michael
Lundigan, James

RETURN
OF THE
CISCO
KID— Warner
Baxter,
Lynn Bari, Henry Hull, Cesar Romero, Kane
Richmond,
Harold
Huber, C. Henry
Gordon.
Producer:
Kenneth
Macgowan.
Director: Herbert I. Leeds.

THE
HOUSE
OF FEAR — William Gargan, Irene
Hervey, Harvey Stephens, Jan Duggan, Dorothy
Arnold, El Brendel. Producer: Edmund
Grainger. Director: Joe May.
Original: Thomas
Fallon. Screenplay: Peter Milne.

Bush,

Lyle Talbot. Producer: Max Golden. Director: Frank MacDonald.
Screenplay: Arthur
Horman.

ANGELS
MAKING
MUSIC — Jascha Heifetz, Joel
McCrea,
Walter
Brennan,
Margot
Stevenson,
Gene Reynolds, Tommy
Kelly, Porter Hall. Producer:
Samuel
Goldwyn.
Director: Archie
Mayo.
Original: I. A. R. Wylie.
Screenplay:
Jane Murfin, I. A. R. Wylie.

THE

•^3
►3

£

LIGHTHORSE

ENEMY

Dickson,

Bert

Eddie

Wheeler,
Foy

jr.,

Marie
Cliff

Wil-

son,

^

De Wolf Hopper.
Producer: Bryan Foy. Director: Noel Smith.
Screenplay: Fred Niblo jr.

86

Gloria

HARRY—

U*

MAN
IN THE
IRON
MASK — Louis Hayward, Joan Bennett, Warren
William, Walter
Kingsford, Peter Cushing.
Producer: Edward
Small. Director: James Whale.
Original: Alexander Dumas. Screenplay: Frederick Jackson.

Clark,

Mark

AGENT — Margaret Lindsay, Boris Karloff, Bruce Lester, Marix Wrixon.
Producer:
Hellinger. Director: Terry Morse. Screenplay: Leo Katz.
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"Pygmalion" Blue Ribbon Award
Winner as Best Film for March
M-G-M's screen adaptation of Bernard Shaw's play, "Pygmalion,"
wins the March BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon Award by an overwhelming majority vote of the National Screen Council. This gives
Metro two out of three Awards made since the first of the year,
the company having also won the January Award for its production
of "Sweethearts."
Leslie Flo ward

and

Wendy

Hiller play

the

leading

"Pygmalion," which film was produced by Gabriel
co-directed by Anthony Asquith and Leslie Howard.

roles in

Pascal, and

"Pygmalion" is a rib-tickling farce, with Leslie Howard in the
role of a phonetics professor who on a bet transforms Wendy Hiller

This Award is given each
month to the film receiving
the highest number of votes
by the members of the National Screen Council, whose
selection is governed by outstanding merit and suitability of the film to whole-family entertainment. Members
of the Council include over
200 motion picture editors of
leading newspapers throughout the country, motion picture reviewing committee of
the International Federation
of Catholic

Alumnae,

and

state motion picture chairmen of the General Federation of Women’s

from a Cockney guttersnipe flower-girl into a lady, and introduces
her as a duchess at a London ambassadorial reception. The girl
falls in love with the professor, and hilarious complications ensue.
Following the showing of "Pygmalion" at the International Film
Festival in Venice, the Volpi Cup Award was made to Leslie
Howard and Wendy Hiller for their outstanding performances. Also
honored was Gabriel Pascal, for the "best producing."
The February Award presentation was made to RKO Radio
its production

of "Gunga

for

Din."

Cast of Characters
Higgins
Eliza
Doolittle

Leslie Howard
Wendy Hiller
Wilfrid Lawson

Mrs. Higgins
Colonel Pickering

Marie Lohr

Scott

Mrs. Pearce
Freddy

Sunderland

Jean Cadell
David Tree

Clara
Count

Leueen MacGrath
Aristid Karpathy

Mrs. Eynsford

Esme

Percy

Everley

Gregg

Hill

Ambassadress
Violet Vanbrugh
Vicar
O. B. Clarence
Duchess
Irene Brown
Grand Old Lady
Kate Cutler

Production Stafi

Clubs.
Executive Producer
Louis

Producer
Directors

B. Mayer

Gabriel Pascal
Anthony Asquith
and

Leslie

Howard

Screenplay and Dialogue
Bernard

Honegger

Dr. William

Photography
Harry
Sets Designed by

Ian Dalrymple
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ALGIERS

Weather:

(UA)

An

A well produced feature with little drawing power. Played February 22-23. Weather:
Good. Admission: 10 and two for 35 cents.
General

patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 400. — Earle Williams, Tivoli Theatre,
Knoxville, 111.

ANGELS

WITH

Very

DIRTY FACES

powerful

drama.

TAKES

A TOUR

lames

Cagney

(RKO)

Just a waste of time and film. No draw,
no business. Played March 8-9. Weather:
Snow. Admission: 20-10. Population: 169,000.
Capacity: 400. — Alyce Cornell, Galewood
Theatre, Grand Rapids, Mich.

ARKANSAS

TRAVELER

and requests for report blanks to THE
EXHIBITOR
HAS HIS SAY, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City,
Mo.

Fair business. Played February 14. Weather:
Cold. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 3,100. Capacity: 500. —
Ritz Amusements, Park Theatre, North Vernon, Ind.

COWBOY

AND

THE LADY

F
FLIRTING

WITH

FATE

GANGSTER'S

(Rep)

Extra fine western. Roy Rogers is already
a big favorite here and this is only his second picture for us. Smiley Burnette swell,
too, as usual. Pleased all. Above average
business. Played February 25. Weather:
Fair. Admission: 25-10. General patronage.
Population: 1,200. Capacity: 450. — Arthur E.
Phifield, Park Theatre, South Berwick, Me.

(M-G-M)

Very good comedy. The kids go for these
two more so than the adults. Played February 23. Weather: Cold. Neighborhood
patronage. Population: 2,000,000. Capacity:
480. — Philip L. Hirsh, Spruce Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

BLONDIE

(Col)

Not bad for a picture touted as not being
so hot. My audience ate it up 100 per cent.
Weather: Clear. Admission: 20-15. General
patronage. Population: 3,400,000. Capacity:
680. — Frank Blocher, Embark Theatre, Chicago, 111.

c

CAMPUS
Very

CONFESSIONS
good

(Para)

little college

picture.

CHAN

IN HONOLULU

(20th-Fox)

No draw. Played February 9. Weather:
Fair. Admission: 50-30-10. Colored, farm and
city patronage. Population: 6,000. — H. B.
Ram, Patricia Theatre, Aiken, S. C.

CITADEL,

THE (M-G-M)

One

of the finest. Will do business anywhere, anytime. Played February 10-11.
Weather: Bad roads. Admission: 25-10. Rural and small town patronage. Population:
1,600. Capacity: 300. — L. Z. Henry, Stuart
Theatre, Stuart, la.

COMET

OVER

Best Kay

90

BROADWAY

(FN)

Francis, picture for some

BOY

(M-G-M)

swell teaser

hula number

trailer featuring the great

pre-sold this picture. To back

this promise, "Honolulu'' was good entertainment, not strictly grade A, but definitely not boring. Business was above par.
It pleased generally. Played February 27-28.
Weather: Rain and cold. Admission: 10-30-40.
General patronage. Population: 3,800. Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg
Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

I
IF I WERE

KING

(Para)

Good picture to poor business. Scenes too
dark and no general appeal. Played February 26-28. Weather: Bad. Admission: 2510. Rural and small town patronage. Population: 1,500. Capacity: 200. — E. B. Wacaster,
Ozark Theatre, Ozark, Ark.

K
KENTUCKY

(20th-Fox)

Fine picture in beautiful color. Did extra
business. Played January 25-26. Weather:
Good. Admission: 20-10. Rural patronage.
Population: 2,000. Capacity: 200. — E. M.
Freiburger, Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

time.

L
LETTER

(Mono)

A swell picture with Jackie Cooper proving
to the movie fans that he still has his hat in
the ring. I believe though that Monogram
could have improved upon that title for it
is my opinion that the movie fans have had
an overdose of gangster titles. Played January 29. Weather: Snow. Admission: 25-15-10.
General patronage. Population: 8,800. Capacity: 388. — Harry M. Palmer, Temple Court
Theatre, Washington, Ind.

GARDEN

OF THE MOON

(FN)

Very enjoyable program. Don Vincente
orchestra good. Plenty of humor and gags.
Played March 1-2. Weather: Rainy. Admission: 25-10. County patronage. Population:
1,000. — W. H. Herbert, Hi-Way Theatre, Sheridan, Ore.

GREAT

WALTZ,

THE

(M-G-M)

Not enough praise for this picture. Metro
really has something in their new singing
star, Miliza Korjus. A class picture every
exhibitor should run. Weather: Cold. Admission: 15-20. General patronage. Population: 3,400,000. Capacity: 680. — Frank Blocher, Kimbark Theatre, Chicago, 111.

H

Better

than expected. Why don't we see more of
John Arledge? Played February 21. Weather: Extremely cold. Small town patronage.
Population: 750. Capacity: 300. — Sammie,
Jackson Theatre, Flomaton, Ala.

CHARLIE

A

G

KID RETURNS

BLOCKHEADS

(M-G-M)

Fair Joe E. Brown, fair business. Played
February 22. Weather: Rain. Admission: 2510. Rural patronage. — Stanley Spoehr jr.,
State Theatre, Emmaus, Pa.

B
BILLY THE

HONOLULU

(UA)

Here is a picture that everyone should
get a big kick out of. This is the kind of
feature people should see; it will make them
forget their troubles. Played February 19-21.
Weather: Good. Admission: 10 and two for
35 cents. General patronage. Population:
1,900. Capacity: 400. — Earle Williams, Tivoli
Theatre, Knoxville, 111.

(Parer)

A good picture, little above average business. Burns is a good successor to Bill
Rogers. Would recommend more pictures of
Burns. Played December 2-3. Weather: Clear.
Population: 13,300. Capacity: 500. — J. M. Plasterer, Strand Theatre, Steelton, Pa.

Good. Small town and rural patronage. Population: 1,200. Capacity: 200. —
L. E. Davis, Conia Theatre, Waconia, Minn.

up

(FN)

never had a better role and Pat O'Brien was
fine. Those Dead End Kids have a real future, at least, several of them have. Played
February 12-13. Weather: Fair. Admission:
30-25-20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 800. Capacity: 450. Horn & Morgan,
Star Theatre, Hay Springs, Neb.

ANNABEL

open forum for exhibitor comment. Please address communications

HARD

TO GET

(WB)

A nice little program picture. This was one
of those that our patrons say they would
rather see than the so-called big million
dollar spectacles,. Played February 15-16.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 30-25-20-10. Small
town patronage. Population 800. Capacity:
450. — Horn & Morgan, Star Theatre, Hay
Springs, Neb.

HAWAII

CALLS

(RKO)

Not as good as previous Bobby Breen pictures. Played February 17-18. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 30-10. Rural patronage. Population: 900. Capacity: 228. — W. Clark, Palace
Theatre, Fort Covington, N. Y.

HEART

OF THE NORTH

(FN)

Played this on a Sunday to about average business. Nice action picture, beautifully photographed. Played February 12.

OF INTRODUCTION

(Univ)

A good picture at the boxoffice. Whether
the next picture will do as good is a question, as this did not show up anything to
rave over. McCarthy injected the oil that
greased the bearings of the turnstiles. Played January 2-4. Weather: Fair. Admission:
15-10. Neighborhood patronage. — J. S. Erickson, Rex Theatre, Kingsford, Mich.

LITTLE ORPHAN

ANNIE

(Para)

A

surprise — slow starting, but a wallop
in the finish. Don't fail to tell the adults
they will like it. Played February 3-4. Weather: Cold. Admission 25-10. Rural patronage.—ford,C.
111. W. Ritenour, Majestic Theatre, Mil-

LITTLE TOUGH

GUYS

IN SOCIETY

(Univ)

Plenty of rowdy action and laughs but
very little appeal to our type patronage.
Played March 3-4. Weather: Clear. Admission: 30c top. Neighborhood patronage.
Population: 2,000,000. Capacity: 800. — Frank
Glenn, Renel Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

M
MAN

FROM

MUSIC

MOUNTAIN

Good boxoffice for
March 3-4. Weather:
Country patronage.
pacity: 350.— Earl R.
atre, Worcester, N. Y.

MAN

TO REMEMBER,

(Rep)

a small town. Played
Fair. Admission: 35-15.
Population 1,300. CaAllan, Worcester The-

A (RKO)

About 80 per cent of average business, at
boxoffice. Patrons liked it. Director Garson
Kanin will bear watching. Admission: 40-10.
Cosmopolitan patronage. — E. A. Stein, OutWickenburg-Way Theatre, Wickenburg, Ariz.

MAN

TO REMEMBER,

A (RKO)

Swell show that did very nicely. Played
February 17. Weather: Warm. Neighborhood
patronage. Population: 2,000,000. Capacity:
480. — Philip L. Hirsh, Spruce Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

MARINES

ARE

HERE, THE (Mono)

Pleased our Saturday crowd of youngsters
and farmers very much. Played: February

BOXOFFICE
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25. Weather: Overcast. Admission: 20-10;
25-10. Small town and rural patronage. Population 1,200. — Lincoln A. Wood, Park Theatre, South Berwick, Me.

MOTHER

CAREY'S

CHICKENS

(RKO)

Swell picture, need more like this, good
business,. Played January 6-7-8. Admission:
25-10. Small town, rural patronage. Population: 400. Capacity: 300. — Mrs. Carl Beard,
State Theatre, Lewellen, Neb.

o
OFF THE RECORD
And
would

(WB)

as far as we are concerned, wish we
have kept it off record. Why do they

WEST

WITH

THE HARDYS

(M-G-M)

This family is very outstanding in the
movie industry today, both as to entertainment and boxoffice receipts. Mickey is
tops as usual, but I think Virginia Weidler
should be given plenty of credit; she sure
was an equal to Mickey and received plenty
of good comment. Here is hoping we get
plenty more pictures of the Hardy Family,
for they mean money in my boxoffice.
Played January 6-7. Weather: Clear. Population: 13,300. Capacity: 500. — J. M. Plasterer,
Strand Theatre, Steelton, Pa.

P
PERSONS

IN HIDING

SAY IT IN FRENCH

(Para)

Very good action picture which seemed
to be liked by all who saw it. Better than
average crime picture. Played February 11.
Weather: Bad storm. Admission: 25-15-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 1,400.
Capacity: 300. — A. T. Mullen, Park Theatre,
Pelican Rapids, Minn.

GOES

(Para)

ON. THE (GB)

If the British Studios would spend more
attention to eliminating actors that have that
terrible English dialect they would get somewhere. Until they do English pictures will
never be any good. Played March 2-4.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 15-10. Neighborhood patronage. — J. S. Erickson, Rex Theatre,
Kingsford, Mich.

SING, YOU

SINNERS

(Para)

It satisfied our patrons. Played February
12-13-15. Weather: Cold-fair. Admission: 2510. Small town and rural patronage. Population: 600. Capacity: 300. — Mrs. M. H. Robertson, Joyo Theatre, Coleridge, Neb.

SON

OF FRANKENSTEIN

(Univ)

Flopped. Played February 24-25. Weather:
Clear. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. —
Stanley Spoehr Jr., State Theatre, Emmaus,
Pa.

SONS

OF THE LEGION

(Para)

Not much. Too hard to draw with a picture like this. Belongs only on a double bill.
Played February 3-4. Weather: Cold, subzero. Admission: 25-10. Small town and rural
patronage. Population: 600. Capacity: 300. —
Mrs. M. H. Robertson, Joyo Theatre, Coleridge, Neb.

SPAWN

OF THE NORTH

(Para)

Not as good as previous Autry pictures.
Played February 10-11. Weather: Snow. Admission: 30-10. Rural patronage. Population:
900. Capacity: 228. — W. Clark, Palace Theatre, Fort Covington, N. Y.

This picture was one of the best played
here in recent times. Attendance slightly
above average. The audience was almost
universal in their praise of the picture. Played March 4-5. Weather: Fair. Admission:
20-10. General patronage. Population: 600.
— Raymond Johnson, Colton Theatre, Colton,
S. D.

PRISON

SPRING

PRAIRIE MOON

BREAK

(Rep)

(Univ)

A very good crime picture. Not an awfully
lot different but good enough to hold the
patrons' attention from start to finish. This
one should hold its own in most houses.
Played February 16-17. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 26,400. Capacity: 999. — Pearce Parkhurst, State Theatre, Torrington, Conn.

R
RICH MAN,

POOR

GIRL (M-G-M)

Good comedy, fit in anywhere. Played
March 8-9. Weather: Snow. Admission: 2010. Population: 169,000. Capacity: 400. — Alyce
Cornell, Galewood Theatre, Grand Rapids,
Mich.

ROMANCE

OF THE LIMBERLOST

(Mono)

A boxoffice natural. Story good, direction
fair, photography very good. We played the
picture two days to outstanding business.
Played February 12-13. Weather: Good. Admission: 15-10. General patronage. Population: 15,700. Capacity: 400. — Edelstein Amusement Co., Homer Theatre, Hibbing, Minn.

ROMANCE

ON THE RUN (Rep)

Very good program picture; no draw. "Sunset Trail" with same. Played March 3-4.
Weather: Fine. Admission: 25-15-10. General
patronage. Population: 1,700. Capacity: 300.
— Lester Meyer, Strand Theatre, Chillicothe,
Tex.

s
ST. LOUIS BLUES

(Para)

Dorothy (Lamour) OK but Lloyd (Nolan)
flopped. I forgot about them and advertised
Maxine Sullivan-Hall Johnson Choir and did

BOXOFFICE

MADNESS

Average

Metro,

(M-G-M)
but

above

par

of other

majors' programmers. Played February 2122. Weather: Cool. Admission: 15-10. General patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity:
300. — Glenn Neeley, Empress Theatre, Arma,
Kas.

SUBMARINE

PATROL

(20th-Fox)

Extra good show. Pleased my entire audience Some came back the second night.
Good business. Played February 11-13.
Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Small
town patronage. Capacity: 250. — Don Landers, Radio Theatre, Harrisburg, Ark.

SUNSET

TRAIL (Para)

Excellent Western. Best from Boyd in long
time; lot of good comments. Played on double bill, business, above average. Played
March 3-4. Weather: Fine. Admission: 2515-10. General patronage. Population: 1,700.
Capacity: 300. — Lester Meyer, Strand Theatre, Chillicothe, Tex.

SWEETHEARTS

(M-G-M)

A truly fine piece of art. Unappreciated
in the sticks. If it had only had a couple of
killings and a thrilling ride through sagebrush and sand it would have grossed more
here. Played February 5. Weather: Snow.
Admission: 25-10. Patronage: Industrial, rural.— Don Bullard, Lyric Theatre, Sullivan, Ind.

T
10TH AVENUE
Pleased

THANKS

FOR

EVERYTHING

(20th-Fox)

Saturday

good program picture. Played February 22-23. Weather: Fair. Admission: 2510. Rural and small town patronage. Population: 1,500. Capacity: 200. — E. B. Wacaster,
Ozark Theatre, Ozark, Ark.

THANKS

crowd

very well.

Tommy Ryan a sure "find" and bound to
go places. Several fine comments, on this
feature. Played March 4. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Popu-

FOR

THE MEMORY

(Para)

Good on any program — hardly strong
enough for Sunday but very entertaining.
First time Hope has satisfied. Business above
average. Played February 1-2. Weather:
Cold. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. — ■
C. W. Ritenour, Majestic Theatre, Milford, 111.

THEY

MADE

ME

A CRIMINAL

(WB)

The kids gave their usual excellent performance. John Garfield fixes his place in
the firmament of stars. Warner hands Ann
Sheridan a lousy part which will do nothing
to boost her up the ladder. Played February
18. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. Patronage: Industrial, rural. — Don Bullard, Lyric
Theatre, Sullivan, Ind.

TRADE

WINDS

(UA)

Interesting comedy-drama that provides
entertainment along with enjoyable backgrounds and clever dialogue. Played March
5-6. Weather: Cloudy. Admission: 30c top.
Neighborhood patronage. Population: 2,000,000. Capacity: 800. — Frank Glenn, Renel
Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

TRIGGER

PALS

(GN)

Fairly passable as a western. Too much
repetition of shots showing chases that looked like some of the old silent westerns back
in the days of Selig and Essanay. More
story and less horseback riding is what the
fans want. Played February 3. Weather:
Cold. Admission: 25-15-10. General patronage. Population: 8,800. Capacity: 388. — Harry M. Palmer, Temple Court Theatre, Washington, Ind.

TROPIC

HOLIDAY

(Para)

Picture was average. The audience came
to see a comedy and wanted more of Burns
and Raye and less music. But the turnout
was above average. Played March 1.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-10. General
patronage. Population: 600. — Raymond Johnson, Colton Theatre, Colton, S. D.

u
UP THE RIVER (20th-Fox)
A pleasing comedy. Should have done
better than average. Played February 24-25.
Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural
patronage. Population: 1,100. Capacity: 250.
— H. H. Thomas, DeLuxe Theatre, Kingsley,
la.

V
VALLEY

OF THE

GIANTS

(WB)

A very good picture, good color. Sound is
not up to standard. Played December 25.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 35-10. General
patronage. Population: 1,600. Capacity: 250.
— H. S. Coulter, Rio Theatre, Meeker, Colo.

Y
YOU

CANT

TAKE

IT WITH

YOU

(Col)

We played this very old picture and as a
whole it was worth playing it in spite of its
age. Did much better than average business. Played February 8-9-10. Weather:
Fair and cold. Admission: 35-15. Rural patronage.— C. V. Martina, Rialto Theatre, Albion, N. Y.

z
ZAZA

KID (Rep)

average

lation: 1,200. Capacity: 450. — Arthur E. Phifield, Park Theatre, South E'erwick, Me.

Very

Everybody who saw it, liked it. Poor title
for my town. Weather: Fine. Admission:
21-11. Small town patronage. Population:
1,700. Capacity: 300. — Glen Dalton, Rex Theatre, Yale, Okla.

SHOW

ruin Pat O'Brien in this type of picture?
Played February 19-20. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 200. — Jack Wright,
Strand Theatre, Bastrop, Tex.

OUT

above average business. Played March 5-6.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Smalltown
patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 200.
— Jack Wright, Strand Theatre, Bastrop, Tex.

(Para)

Rotten. No ohe that came liked it and
business was just as poor as the picture.
Played February 22-23. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 3,100. Capacity: 500. — Ritz Amusements, Park Theatre, North Vernon, Ind.
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Selling Seati
New

On "Huck Finn"
of the opening

guns

used

by Wally Caldwell, Loew’s Valentine manager, for his campaign on “Huckleberry
Finn” was a local lad resembling Mickey
Rooney dressed up in fishing garb, bannered front and back, who paraded through
downtown traffic.
Other highlights were 18"x36" boards
exclusively devoted to the picture with
theatre ad playdate copy on both sides
of an entire fleet of a cleaning company’s
delivery cars. Some 5,000 bookmarks
were distributed to the 15 public library
branches in addition to mounted stills and
theatre copy.
Leading chain stores participated in the
campaign with “Huckleberry Finn” sodas
and sundaes using appropriate advertising
copy to bill their special. The theatre
supplied downtown restaurants with 5,000
imprinted napkins.
A letter extolling the virtues of the
picture was mailed to the entire membership of the Loew’s Valentine Hardy Family
Club, all public and parochial schools, the
Federation of Women’s Clubs, Theatre
Guild and other similar groups.

Effective Teaser Ads
Plug
"Gunga
Kenosha,
Wis. — A Din
series"

ads

slanted for the readers of the various sections of the paper was used in the local
daily by William Exton, manager of the
Kenosha here, to plug “Gunga Din.”
The ad on page two, for example, explained it was crowded off the front page
by the “screaming headlines” of today’s
news. Others ads, fitted to their place in
the paper, were spotted on the local news
page and sports and women’s

pages.

Hosiery Tieup
New

York — Over

200

theatres

York — Monogram's

have been giving a lot of
“Mystery Plane,” first of
Tommy series. The series is
comic strip which appears
newspapers throughout the

in

the

metropolitan district are tied up in a campaign on “Yes, My Darling Daughter”
with Artplus Hosiery. Deal is available to
those booking the picture.

publicity

The publishers of “Tailspin Tommy” in
book form are cooperating with Monogram
on promotional material. There is also
a midget 10 cent edition published by the
Whitman Co. A five chapter serialization
has been furnished newspapers carrying
the strip.
Arrangements have been made with the
Ideal Aeroplane and Supply Co. whereby
the local exhibitor is offered a specially
prepared contest kit containing all material necessary for conducting a local contest. Membership cards in mat form have
been designed for formation of local “Tailspin Tommy Movie Clubs.”
In addition, six national promotions with
manufacturers have been closed.

Utilize Bowling Alleys
To Market Pictures
City — Ideas

from

the Isis The-

atre, that were worked out recently by
F. E. Ritter, manager, and Harry Biederman, assistant:
During a recent contest week Ritter and
Biederman made the rounds of the bowling
alleys with a special display card on Isis
attractions for the seven days, and got
plenty of attention for the cards by offering a pair of passes to the high 30 in each
league during the week.
Biederman

announced

the playing of the

•
A letter writing contest to determine
whether Jesse James was to he criticized
or commended upon turning into a modern
Robin Hood was used with good results
by Al Simon, manager of the Inwood, Forest Hills, L. I., as part of his campaign on
“ Jesse James.”

•

Kny, manager

•
A matinee suggestion as part of the exploitation on Walt Disney’s “The Ugly
Duckling,” is one in which a prize is
awarded
duck egg. to the child bringing the heaviest

•
Matt Saunders, Loew’s Poli manager,
Bridgeport, obtained a full page break
in the local paper on “Three Smart Girls
Grow Up.” The tieup was with a baking
company whose ad copy cleverly para-

haired

tured a "child personality" section and the following copy in the name
Lyric theatres was inserted in a three-column advertisement:
"Silent Mothers."

of the Drake

with

“Day after day we cheerfully care for your
the magical mysteries of motion pictures.

their fancies

children

in catching

child's silent mother."

where

of Rialto, Racine,

Wis.,
went toreams
work ofonnewspaper
“Sergeant space.
Madden”
and earned
He
had Wallace Beery made an honorary
sergeant of the local police force and a
commission issued to Beery.

in advance

"Always you can be sure of their safe being while at the movies — and
else can you get education, amusement and such a service for so little?

92

with a radio program, “Meet Mrs. Racine,”
which is being held Tuesday afternoons
at the Uptown, with broadcasts over WRJN.
Interviews with members of the audience
are conducted by Quartemont and Miss
Lola Andre, WRJN commentator. Authorities in various fields are scheduled to
appear from time to time to address the
audience on subjects of particular interest
to women.

A Wire-Haired

and

your

hood house at Racine, Wis., has announced
an increase in admission policy. Through
his efforts, merchants in the Uptown business district have inaugurated a series of
special merchandizing days in connection

March of Time “Refugee” issue in all the
synagogues.
The Isis is using as a more or less
permanent promotion the showing of Univex amateur shots in the lobby. The fan
furnishes everything and takes the shots.
He had some of Lawrin, the Kentucky
Derby winner, and showed them recently
of “Kentucky.”

SHOWMEN

jyjANAGER
“Happy
Hank” Quartemont
of
the Uptown,
Fox-Midwesco
neighbor-

Harry

Theatre as "Silent Mother ”

are

PRACTICAL

NUGGETS

attention to
the Tailspin
based on the
in about 300
country.

New York — A fine example of institutional copy is forwarded by John Ball,
director of publicity for the Oil City, Oil City, Pa. The local Oil City Blizzard fea-

"Thus — we

BY

lads

Hal Forrest, creator of the strip, has addressed personal form letters to over 150,000 members of his “Tailspin Tommy Flying Club,” telling them about the picture.

Kansas

of teaser

IDEAS

Monogram Bearing Down
On Aviation Initialer

Caldwell Opens Up
Toledo — One

PRACTICAL

phrased the picture’s title.

Puppy

"
Blondie
Raffled
Allentown, for
Pa. —" A
raffle for
puppy

a

wire-

highlighted the campaign

staged by Columbia’s exploiteer, Ed Rosenbaum, on “Blondie Meets the Boss” during its engagement at the Rialto.
The puppy was displayed in the lobby
a week in advance of the picture and
went to the person who gave him the best
name. On the opening day, a local bus
with blondes as passengers arrived for the
screening with accompanying noise-makers and banners.
An ad was placed in the paper for four
“sour-pusses.” Pictures were taken before
and after they had seen the picture, and
used in the newspaper ads.

A good promotion stunt was the starting of a one dollar bank account for each
baby born between March 31 and April 5.
BOXOFFICE
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PRACTICAL

IDEAS

BY

PRACTICAL

City —

The

idea

that

" Wings of the Navy "
Detroit — Radio

too

much

publicity can actually be harmful to films
is discussed below by Senn Lawler, director of publicity and advertising for the
Fox Midwest Theatres, Inc.

^"HE object of publicity is to pre-sell
films. But if enough evidence is presented for the prospective patron to decide he wants to see a picture, it is
enough also on which to determine that
he doesn’t want to see it. Publicity unsells as well as sells.
If, before the picture reaches the exhibitor, his patrons already have made up
their minds about it, there is little justification in the complaints of producers
and distributors that the exhibitor is not
a showman anymore. The national publicity in magazines, over the radio, through
newspapers, and in advertising already
has reached most of the exhibitor’s potential customers, who have pre-judged
the product before it reaches town.
Another reaction of patrons against too
much publicity about one picture or one
star is boredom.
Too abundant publicity minimizes the
possibility of surprise. To deflate the
public curiosity robs films of one of their

EMERGENCY
,<*>■-- -

SON

Selling Seats

Radio Advertising Tie for

Overselling Film
"Bores" Public
Kansas

SHOWMEN

ONLY

OF

bfcd. That'S. March *•*>

-

advertising,

tied

ly to the boxoffices of more than a score
of first-run theatres in day-and-date openings for “Wings of the Navy,” was used
cooperatively throughout the entire Michigan territory in an arrangement effected
by Mort Blumenstock, Warner advertising and publicity manager, with United
Detroit Theatres and E. C. Beatty and J.
Oliver Brooks of the Butterfield circuit.
The plan was timed to influence firstrun theatres over an area of several hundred miles. It provided for a half-hour
program, with a cast of more than 60
dramatic players, musicians and specialty
artists in a radio preview of the picture.
The program originated in the studios
of WXYZ and was broadcast over WXYZ,
WWJ and WJR. The program later was
broadcast over other stations of the Michigan network.
Both local and state-wide broadcasts
were scheduled for Sunday mid-day.

strongest appeals at the boxoffice. Producers spend millions creating illusion,
and then, even before the feature is released, in the interests of publicity they
destroy that illusion by showing stills and
telling the details of how the illusion is
created. When a patron sees a man
teetering on the edge of a 50-story building in a movie he wants to be scared. If,
before the picture even reaches town, he
reads that the effect was created by trick
photography and that actually the player
was only three feet off the floor, he can’t
get much of a kick out of that sequence,
and it may eliminate all his desire to see
the film.
One of the complaints of exhibitors
against radio appearances of stars is that
these appearances wear out their boxoffice
value that much more quickly. The glaring light of publicity does the same thing
to pictures, robbing them of their freshness and surprise. And it does the same
thing for stars, wearing thin the glamour
and dissipating the illusion.
The exhibitor ought to have something
fresh that he can take out and merchandise locally to his clientele. Pictures that
have had little or no national publicity,
that came fresh to the theatre, we can
take
Girl”
been
good
shiny

Prepared —
Plenty of laughs greeted the above
medicine chest displayed in the lobby
of the Community Theatre at East
Greenwich, R. I., when Arnold Berger
played “Son of Frankenstein.” Results:
Good.
BOXOFFICE
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Kagcee Splurges

direct-

and do business with. “High School
is a case in point, and there have
others: Pictures with merit, with
exploitation angles that are not worn
by national publicity before the theatre has a chance to use them.
Take the longevity of stage stars as a
contrast to the mortality among film stars
today. Stage stars came once a year or
less frequently, and cost good money to
see. Their attraction lasted for years, and
in some cases became almost legendary.
A plethora of publicity does not hurt
all pictures, as “Alexander’s Ragtime
Band” and “Hurricane” testify. But
there is no doubt that it can and does hurt
many films.

For "Missouri"
Kansas

City

—

“I’m

Prom

Missouri,”

which had a successful two-week run at
the Newman Theatre, was heavily exploited
by Manager Jerry Zigmond and W. B.
Knight, advertising manager. Extensive
tieups were arranged in advance for the
world premiere, making the event one of
the outstanding in the state. Paramount
film stars Shirley Ross, Lynne Overman

and Judith Barrett in personal appearances enhanced the importance of the first
showing.
The photo shows a mule and wagon
ballyhoo used to advertise the film around
town. An animated lobby display attracted attention with cutouts of two mules,
moving legs and eyes.
Photos of the star, Bob Burns, were distributed to hotels. Ad copy on the back
told about the picture and play date. A
barrage of cooperative merchant tieups in
newspapers and window displays were arFrom

ranged, capitalizing on the words
Missouri” and “Show Me.”
" Princess

St.

Louis — The

"

optical

large local department

“I’m

Tieup

department

of

a

store was tied in

on an exploitation for “Little Princess.”
Key line in the tie was “You’ll enjoy
Shirley Temple in ‘The Little Princess’
at the Fox Theatre, especially if you don’t
suffer E. F. (Eye Fatigue).”

WANTED!
kAll I Dl I UIIO New Popcorn Machines

PQTo Cash ln ®n These
rYlllRITA
These thoroughly new, up-to-date
Popcorn Maehines get all the nickels
and dimes. They are unproved bigcapacity models with lights, color
and motion that really get the business for you. All-electric, full cabinet
size. Capacities: $8.00 to $18.00 per
hour. Low down payments, easy terms.
Write

for Catalog

Today!

6334 St. Louis Ave.
ST. LOUIS, MO.

IADVANCE MFG. CO.

"MIDNIGHT," "LOVE AFFAIR'' TIE FOR HONORS
AVERAGE

BOSTON

Fenway — Blackwell’s Island (FN); Arizona
Wildcat (20th-Fox)
Memorial — Love Affair (RKO);
Twelve
Crowded
Hours (RKO)
Metropolitan — Midnight (Para) ; King of

Chinatown

135

80

Orpheum — Stagecoach (UA); Whispering
Enemies
(Col)
Paramount — Same as Fenway
State — Same
as Orpheum

120
50
105

a Trip (UA),
Mile (Para)

100
115
(WB),
2nd

105

half. 110
110

CHICAGO
Apollo — Pygmalion
(M-G-M), held 8th wk
90
Chicago — The
Oklahoma
Kid
(WB),
plus
stage show
(moved
to Garrick for 2nd
loop wk.)
85
Garrick — Midnight (Para), 2nd loop wk...
80
Oriental — Code of the Streets (Univ); Tail
Spin (20th-Fox), 2nd loop wk., plus stage
show
80
Palace — Love Affair (RKO), plus stage show,
held 2nd wk
110
Roosevelt — Little Princess (20th-Fox), 2nd wk. . 85
State-Lake — Four Girls in White (M-G-M),
plus stage show
90
United Artists — Made for Each Other (UA),
2nd wk
85

Albee — Three Smart Girls Grow
Up
(Univ), held
130
Capitol — Love Affair (RKO), 2nd wk., held... 130
Grand — King of the Turf (UA), 2nd wk
120
Keith’s — Blackwell’s Island (FN)
120
Lyric — You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man
(Univ), 2nd wk., held
120
Palace — Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
120
Shubert — Yes, My
Darling Daughter
(FN)....110

Midnight
Love

(dual) — New

Affair

Three

York

Yes, My

Orleans

Girls

Darling

125
75
90
100
95
50

DALLAS
Capitol — Smashing
first half

the

Spy

King

(Col),

90

Capitol — Mr. Moto’s Last Warning
(20thFox), last half
Majestic — Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Melba — Wings of the Navy (WB)
Palace — Little Princess (20th-Fox)
Tower — Pygmalion
(M-G-M), 2nd wk

85
100
90
100
100

DENVER
Aladdin — Topper Takes
wk. at the Denver

a

Trip

(UA),

after

a

Broadway — Love
Affair
(RKO);
Twelve
Crowded
Hours (RKO),
both after a wk.
at the Orpheum
Denham — Midnight (Para), 2nd wk
Denver — Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN)
Orpheum — Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M);
The
Saint Strikes Back
(RKO)
Paramount — Blondie Meets the Boss (Col);
Newsboys’ Home
(Univ)
Rialto — \l'ings of the Navy
(WB),
after a
wk. at each the Denver and Aladdin; The
Lady
Vanishes (GB)

100

110
120
110
120
120
105

DETROIT
Adams — Son of Frankenstein (Univ) ; Lone
Wolf Spy Hunt (Col)
Fox — Three Smart Girls Grow
Up (Univ),
plus stage show
Michigan — I’m From
Missouri (Para) ; Fast
and Loose (M-G-M)
Palms State — Made for Each Other (UA), after
wk. at Michigan; King of Chinatown (Para).
United Artists — Pygmalion (M-G-M), 2nd wk. . .

75
100
90
85
85

INDIANAPOLIS
Alamo — Red River Range (Rep): The Long
Shot (GN)
Circle — Never Say Die (Para), plus stage show
Indiana — Three Smart Girls Grow
Up
(Univ)

94

75
90
90

80
(Para). 175
Secret
105

Grow

Up —

Love

Affair

150

NEW

Love

Affair — Cincinnati

150

(dual) — Boston
(2nd

130
Smart

Cincinnati

Girls

Grow

EXTENDED

Up —

130

RUNS

Pygmalion, 16th wk., New York; 8th
Chicago; 4th wk., Minneapolis; 3rd
Kansas City.

Crisis,

4th

Island,

wk.,

New

Stagecoach,

4th

Assassin

Youth,

of

4 th

and

final

wk.,
wk.,

Portland,

3rd

Loew’s — Stagecoach (UA)
Lyric — Adventures of Jane
plus stage show

wk.,

OKLAHOMA

wk.,

Ore.

Minneapolis.

KANSAS

(WB),
90

CITY

Esquire — Pygmalion
(M-G-M), 3rd wk
90
Midland — Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M);
Let Us Live (Col)
70
Newman — I’m From
Missouri (Para), 2nd wk. . 95
Orpheum — Love Affair (RKO), 2nd wk
80
Tower — Society Smugglers (Univ); Louie Armstrong on stage
110
Uptown — Spirit of Culver (Univ); Risky
Business (Univ)
65

LOS

ANGELES

Chinese — Fast and Loose (M-G-M);
Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Downtown — Oklahoma
Kid (WB);
Adventures of Jane Arden (WB), 2nd wk
Four Star — The Lady Vanishes (GB)
Hillstreet — Love Affair (RKO);
Lone Wolf
Spy Hunt (Col), 2nd wk
Hollywood — Same as Downtown
Pantages — Same
as Hillstreet
Paramount — Midnight
(Para), Radio
cast on stage
State — Same
as Chinese

115
80
100
150
80
175

broad130
100

MILWAUKEE
Palace — Fast and Loose (M-G-M);
King of
Chinatown
(Para)
Riverside — Society Smugglers (Univ); Stage:
Fifi D’Orsay
Strand — Made
for Each Other (UA); The
Great Man
Votes (RKO)
Warner — Oklahoma
Kid (WB); The Flying
Irishman (RKO)
Wisconsin — Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M);
Within the Law
(M-G-M)

100
180
95
120
100

MINNEAPOLIS
Aster — Silver on the Sage (Para) ; Boy
Trouble (Para)
90
Century — The Beachcomber
(Para), 2nd wk. . . 90
Gopher — Four Girls in White
(M-G-M)
90
Orpheum — Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN),
plus stage show
150
State — Wife, Husband and Friend (20th-Fox).. 80
Time — Assassin of Youth (SR), 3rd wk
90
World — Pygmalion (M-G-M), 4th wk
100

NEW
College — nuckleberry
Live (Col), 2nd wk

HAVEN
Finn

(M-G-M);

Let

100
60
80
110
120
105
150
105
90

CITY

OMAHA

80
Arden

CITY

Criterion — Y'es, My
Darling Daughter (FN) ... 70
Liberty — King
of the Underworld
(WB);
Secrets of the Sky (Univ), 4 days
100
Liberty — The Last Warning
(Univ) ; Everybody’s Baby (20th-Fox), 3 days
90
Midwest — St. Louis Blues (Para)
80
Plaza — The Beachcomber
(Para), moveover from Criterion
85
State — Lone Wolf Spy Hunt
(Col); Pride
of the Navy
(Rep)
80
Tower — Cafe Society (Para)
90

York.

wk.,

YORK

80
90
90
100
70
100
150
95

Astor — Pygmalion
(M-G-M),
16th wk
Capitol — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Criterion — I Was a Convict (Rep)
Globe — Blackwell’s Island (FN), 4th wk
Paramount — I’m From
Missouri (Para), plus
stage show
Radio City Music Hall — Love Affair (RKO),
2nd wk., plus stage show
Rivoli — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ),
2nd wk
Roxy — Hound of the Baskervilles (20th-Fox)
plus stage show
Strand — You Can’t Get Away
With Murder
(WB), plus stage show

135

wk.)

ORLEANS

Center — Newsboys’ Home
(Univ)
Globe — St. Louis Blues (Para)
Liberty — Boy Slaves (RICO)
Orpheum — Love Affair (RKO)
Regent — Mystery of Mr. Wong
(Mono)
Saenger — Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
State— Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Tudor — Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)

150

Daughter —

Minneapolis

Three

NEW

175

(dual) — Los Angeles. .175

Smart

New

Haven

CLEVELAND
Allen — Oklahoma
Kid (WB), 2nd wk
City — Forbidden Music (Unity)
Hippodrome — Love Affair (RKO)
Palace — Blackwell’s Island (FN), stage:
Larry Clinton Orchestra with Bea Wain....
State — Huckleberry Finn (M-G-M)
Stillman — Within the Law
(M-G-M)

(20th-Fox);

Top Hits of the Week

Blackwell’s
New York.

CINCINNATI

Princess

Everybody’s Baby
(20th-Fox)
Paramount— Midnight (Para); Ambush
Roger Sherman — Love Affair (RKO);
Service of the Air (WB), 2nd wk

Ice Follies — New

CHARLOTTE
Broadway — Say It in French (Para)
Carolina — Love Affair (RKO)
Imperial — They Made Me a Criminal
1st half

Loew-Poli — Little

45

(Para)

Imperial — Topper Takes
State — Hide a Crooked

IS 100%

us
110

Brandeis — Blackwell’s Island (FN); Beauty
for the Asking (RKO)
Omaha — I’m From
Missouri (Para); Persons
in Hiding (Para)
Orpheum — Tail Spin (20th-Fox); Ride a
Crooked Mile (Para)

95
115
125

PHILADELPHIA
Aldine — Midnight (Para)
Boyd — Love Affair (RKO), 2nd wk
Earle — Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN)

105
85
100

Fox — Blackwell’s Island (FN); A1 Donahue’s
Orchestra and Joan Davis
Karlton — You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man
(Univ)
Keith’s — Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Palace — Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Stanley — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ)..
Stanton — The Flying Irishman (RKO), 5 days..

120
100
100
110
60

100

PITTSBURGH
Alvin — Blondie 3Ieets the Boss (Col); Lone
Wolf Spy Hunt (Col)
65
Barry — Strange Case of Dr. Meade
(Col);
The Last Mile (Mono), reissue
75
Fulton — Little Princess (20th-Fox), 2nd wk. . . 75
Penn — Made for Each Other (UA)
105
Senator — Everybody’s Baby
(20th-Fox);
Blackstone stage show
75
Stanley — Oklahoma
Kid (WB); A1 Donahue
stage show
80
Warner — King of the Underworld (WB);
Fisherman’s

Wharf

(RKO)

PORTLAND.
Broadway — Yes,

My

Darling

105

ORE.
Daughter

(FN);

Newsboys’ Home
(Univ), 2nd wk
100
Mayfair — Stagecoach (UA); Star of Midnight
(RKO),
reissue, 4th wk
90
Orpheum — Oklahoma
Kid (W7B); Inside Story
(20th-Fox), 2nd wk
90
Paramount — Love Affair (RKO);
Everybody’s
Baby (20th-Fox), 2nd wk
100
United Artists — Pygmalion (M-G-M), 3rd wk. ..110

SALT

LAKE

CITY

Centre — You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man
(Univ)
Paramount — Midnight (Para)
Studio — Stagecoach (UA), 2nd wk
Utah — Boy Trouble (Para); Oklahoma
Kid
(WB)
Victory — Fighting Thoroughbreds
(Rep);
Pirates of the Skies (Univ)

BOXOFFICE

100
105
110
100
100

:: April 8, 1939

@katt

Alphabetical Index TO THE
This

Index

know

is designed

as

a time

saving

guide

CURRENT

the title of a feature, but do not recall the producer or distributor. All features listed here appear in the BOOKING
CHART

in

release week squares alongside the proper company headings. The date following title is issue of review. Number at end
of line is production number.

A
Adventure in the Sahara (Col)
Dee. 34
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(M-G-M)
Feb. 18
Adventures of Jane Arden
<WB) Feb. 18
Almost a Gentleman
(RKO)
Mar. 11
Ambush
(Para) Jan. 31
Angels With Dirty Faces (FN)
Oct. 39
Annabel Takes a Tour (RKO)
Oct. 33
Arizona Region (RKO) Jan. 14..
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)
Nov. 13
Arrest Bulldog Drummond
(Para) Nov. 36
Asking for Trouble (GB)

9033
933
331
930
3830

Burn ’Km
Jan. 14

Up

O’Connor

931
7.
355
3831
919

11.... 3836
8306

Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Captain Fury (UA)
Charlie Chan in Honolulu

. . .

(20th-Fox) Dec. 34
Chasing Danger (20tli-Fox)
Jan. 7
Christmas Carol, A (M-G-M)
Dec. 17

928
941
917

Cipher Bureau (GN) Oct. 29 ... 313
Citadel, The (M-G-M)
Oct. 29.. 909
Climbing High
(20th-Fox)
8012
Code of the Streets (Univ)
Come On Rangers (Rep) Dec. 3. . 818
Comet Over Broadway
(FN)
Dec. 17
370
Confessions of a Nazi Spy (WB-FN)
Convict’s Code (Mono) Feb. 18.3822
Cowboy and the Lady (UA)
Nov. 26
Crashing

Through

(GN)

Dark
Victory (FN) Mar. 11... 354
Dawn Patrol (WB) Dec. 24
303
Disbarred (Para) .Jan. 14
3818
Dodge City (WB) Apr. 8
304
Down on the Farm
(20th-Fox)
Oct. 15
920
Dramatic School (M-G-M)
Dec. 15
Drifting Westward
(Mono)
Mar. 25
Duke of West Point (UA) Dec.

915
3854
24

E
Side

of

Heaven

(Univ) ....

Everybody’s Baby
(20th-Fox)
Dec. 3
Exile Express (GN) Feb. 18
Exposed (Univ) Nov. 26

9.35
301
3032

F
Fast and Boose (M-G-M) Feb. 18. 924
Family Next Door (Univ)
Federal Man-Hunt
(Rep)
Jan. 14
820
Fend of the Range (Metropolitan)
Fighting Thoroughbreds (Rep)
Jan. 21
808
First Offenders (Col) Mar. 11.. 9030
Fisherman’s Wharf (RKO)
Feb. 4
Fixer Dugan
(RKO)
Flirting With Fate (M-G-M)
Dec. 3
Flying Irishman (RKO)
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12. .3801
923
3054

H
Hard to Get (WB)
Nov. 12
310
Harlem Rides the Range (Sack)
Heart of the North (FN) Dec. 17 362
His Exciting Night (Univ)
Dec. 10
3036
Home
on the Prairie (Rep)
Feb. 18
843
Homicide Bureau (Col) Feb. 11.9035
Honolulu (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
922
Honor of the West (Univ)
3055
Hound of the Bnslcervilles
(20th-Fox) Apr. 1
Hundred to One Shot

936
(M-G-M)

. .

Man
From
Wyoming:
(Mono)..
Men With Wingrs (Fara) Oct. 29.
Mexicali Rose (Rep) Apr. 1
Midnight (Para) Mar. 11
Mr. Moto’s Last Warning:
(20th-Fox) July 30
Mr. Moto on Danger Island
(20th-Fox) Mar. 18
My Son Is a Criminal (Col)
Mar. 18

Mysterious Rider
Mystery of Mr.
Mar. 18

I

810
809
912

Sept. 24.3807
(Mono)
3806

N
Nancy
Nancy
Jan.

Drew,
Drew,
28

Detective (WB)...
Reporter (FN)

319
372

Navy Secrets (Mono) Feb. 18... 3805
Never Say Die (Para) Mar. 11.. 3832
Newsboys Home
(Univ) Jan. 28.. 3015
Next Time I Marry (RKO)
Dec. 10
Night Riders (Rep) Apr. 8
North of Shanghai (Col) Mar.
North of Yukon
(Col)

910
865
11 9038
9205

O
Off the Record (WB) Jan. 28... 314
Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Mar. 18... 308
On Trial (WB) Mar. 25
323
One Third of a Nation (Para)
Feb. 11
3825
Only Angels Have Wings (Col) . .
Orphans of the Street (Rep)
Dec. 17
819
Out West With the Hardys
Nov.

26

913

Pacific Biner (RKO)
Dec. 31 . . .
Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox)
Nov. 19
Paris Honeymoon
(Para)
Dec.

24

915

Kentucky
(20th-Fox) Dec. 24... 923
Kid From Texas (M-G-M) Apr. 8 929
King of Chinatown (Para)
Mar. 11
3827
King of the Turf (UA) Feb. 18
King of the Underworld
(WB)
Jan. 14
317

L
Bady and the Mob (Col) Mar. 11.9013
Cady Vanishes (GB) Oct. 15... 8010
Bady’s From
Kentucky, The
( Para)
3834
Bast Express (Univ) Oct. 22.... 3028
Bast Warning
(Univ) Dec. 10... 3027
Baw
Comes to Texas (Col )
9214
Baw of the Texan (Col) Oct. 29.8285
Baw West of Tombstone (RKO)
Nov. 19
909
Bawless Valley (RKO)
Nov. 5... 981
Bet Freedom
Ring (M-G-M)
Feb. 25
926
Bet Us Bive (Col) Feb. 18
9007
Bisten Darling (M-G-M) Oct. 23-. 904
Bittle Adventuress (Col)
9020
Bittle Orphan Annie (Para)
Dec. 3
3814
Bittle Pal (Mono)
3828
Bittle Princess (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
932
Bittle Tough Guys in Society
(Univ) Nov. 26
3011
Bone Star Pioneers (Col) ..... .9213
Bone Wolf Spy Hunt (Col)
Jan. 28
9014
313
18

(M-G-M)

916
933

M
IVIad Miss Manton (RKO) Oct.
Made for Each Other (UA)
Feb. 11

15 906

931
3821

Pride of the Navy (Rep) Jan. 28 822
Prison Without Bars (UA) Feb. 25
(M-G-M)

921

K

914

Peck’s Bad Boy With (he Circus
(RKO)
Nov. 26
948
Persons in Hiding (Para) Jan. 28.3823
Phantom
Stage (Univ)
3056
Pirates of the Skies (Univ)
3033
Prairie Justice (Univ)
3053
Prairie Nights (Col)

Pygmalion

Jesse James (20th-Fox) Jan. 21..
Just Around the Corner (20thFox) Nov. 5

Night

937
9029

P

Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)
Feb. 4. 930
If I Were King (Para) Oct. 1...3810
Illegal Traffic (Para) Nov. 5. . .3809
In Early Arizona (Col) Apr. 1 . .9211
Inside Story (20th-Fox) Oct. 22. .934
Inspector Homleigli (RKO)
945

Cucky

(Fara)
Wong:

926

Mystery of the White Room
(Univ) Apr. 1
3037
Mystery Plane (Mono) Mar. 4. ...3809

(M-G-M)

I Am
a Criminal (Mono) Dec. 3.3812
I’m From
Missouri (Para)
Mar. 25
3830
I Stand Accused (Rep) Oct. 22.. 806
I Was a Convict (Rep) Feb. 25. 824
Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Mar. 11
925

Bong Shot (GN) Dec. 31
Cost Patrol (RKO)
Bove Affair (RKO)
Mar.

3864
.3808
843
3828

My Wife’s Relatives (Rep)
Mar. 11
Mysterious Miss X (Rep) Jan. 21
Mysterious Mr. Moto (20th-Fox)
June 4

I

327

D

East

Frontiers of ’49 (Col) Mar. 11... 9312
Frontiersman (Para) Nov. 26.... 3856

Girl Downstairs (M-G-M) Dec. 31 916
Girls on Probation (FN) Oct. 29. . 369
Going Places (FN) Dec. 24
359
Great Man Votes (RKO) Jan. 14 913
Great Waltz (M-G-M)
Nov. 12.. 908
Guilty Trails (Univ)
3052
Gun Packer (Mono) Nov. 19
3851
Gunga Din (RKO)
Jan. 28
912

844
911
3831

c

Cafe Society (Para) Feb.
California Frontier (Col)
Dec. 34

Frog, The (GB)
8011
Frontier Pony Express (Rep) . . . 854
Frontier Scout (GN) Sept. 17... 325

939

9011

(M-G-M)

921

Gangster’s Boy (Mono) Nov.
G-Dog
(RKO)
Ghost Town Riders (Univ)

4

Bulldog Drummond’s
Secret
Police (Para) Apr. 8

823

908
983

Back Door to Heaven
(Para).. 3833
Beachcomber, The (Para) Dec. 3.3863
Beauty for the Asking (RKO)
Jan. 38
915
Big Town Czar (Univ)

Blue Montana
Skies (Rep)
Boy Slaves (RKO)
Jan. 31
Boy Trouble (Para) Feb. 4
Boys Reformatory (Mono)
Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Apr. 8
Bronze Buckaroo (Sack) Jan.
Brother Rat (FN) Oct. 33

919

Gambling Ship (Univ) Dec. 24.. 3023
Gang Bullets (Mono) Dec. 10.... 3818

B

Blackwell’s Island (FN) Mar.
Blondie (Col) Nov. 5
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Mar. 4

Mar. 11
For Bove or Money (Univ)
Forged Passport (Rep) Feb. 11..
Four Girls in White (M-G-M)
Jan. 21

351

3813
8013

RELEASES

ior exhibitors

Dec.

11....

980

R
Red River Range (Rep)
Return of the Cisco Kid
<20th-Fox)
Rhythm
of the
Nov. 26
Ride a Crooked
Dec. 10

Saddle

(Rep)

Mar.

25

(Rep)

s

St. Bouis Blues (Para) Jan.
Saint Strikes Back (RKO)
Feb. 18
Santa Fe Stampede (Rep)
Dec.
Say It
Secret
Feb.
Secrets
Nov.

Feb.

1 3863

911

Stand Up and Fight (M-G-M)
Jan. 7
918
Star of Midnight (RKO)
reissue
Star Reporter (Mono) Feb. 25.. 3822
Storm, The (Univ) Nov. 5
3016
Storm Over Bengal (Rep) Nov. 19 807
Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox) Apr. 8
938
Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle (RKO)
838
Strange Case of Dr. Meade (Col)
Oct. 29
9022
Strange Faces (Univ) Dec. 10... 3035
Street of Missing Men (Rep) ....
Streets of New
York (Mono) ... 3802
Submarine Patrol (20tli-Fox)
Nov. 5
909
Sudden Money
(Para) Mar. 25
Suez (20tli-Fox) Oct. 22
913
Sundown on the Prairie
(Mono) Apr. 1
Sunset Murder Case (GN)
Sunset Trail (Para) Oct. 29
Sweepstakes Winner (FN)

Dec.

17

918

17
863
in French (Para) Nov. 26.3813
Service of the Air (WB)
11
320
of a Nurse (Univ)
19
3022

Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Mar. 25
927
Service IleUuxe (Univ) Oct. 22. .3013
Sharpshooters (20th-Fox) Sept. 24 916
Shine On, Harvest Moon ( Rep) . . 852
Shining Hour (M-G-M)
Nov. 19.. 912
Silver on the Sage (Para) Feb. 18 3858
Smiling Along (20th-Fox) Dec. 17 933
Smoky
Trails (Metropolitan) . . .
Society Bawyer (M-G-M)
Apr. 1 930
Society Smugglers (Univ)
Mar. 11
3024
Some Bike It Hot (Para)
Song of the Buckaroo (Mono)
Jan. 14
3861
Son of Frankenstein (Univ)
Jan. 21
Sorority House (RKO)

910
3021

T
Tail Spin
Tarnished
Terror of

(20th- Fox)
Angel (RKO)
Oct.
Tiny Town
(Col)

July 30
Texas Stampede
(Col)
Thanks for Everything
Fox) Dec. 10
Thanks for the Memory
Nov. 12

29.

925
907
9050
9204

(20111917

(Parn)

3811

The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
There’s That Woman
Again
(Col) Dec. 17
9006
They Made Her a Spy (RKO)
Mar. 25
They Made Me a Criminal (WB)
Jan. 7
Three Musketeers (20th-Fox)
Feb. 11
Three Smart Girls Grow
Up
(Univ) Mar. 25
Three Texas Steers (Rep)
Thundering West (Col)
Titans of the Deep (GN)
Tom
Sawyer, Detective (Para)
Dec. 24
To the Rescue (GN)
Topper Takes a Trip (UA) Jan.
Torchy Gets Her Man
(WB)
Oct. 15
Torchy in Chinatown (FN)
Torchy Runs for Mayor (WB)

Feb.

920
307
927
3001
866
9203
326
3816
328
7

318
371
Apr. 1
3819
Wl-1.3
3854
983

18

917

U
Undercover Agent (Mono)
Union Pacific (Para)
Up

the

River

(20th-Fox)

3824

Nov.

12 924

W
Wanted

28.. 3822

3862
345
3857
373

Sweethearts (M-G-M)
Dec. 24...
Swing, Sister, Swing (Univ)

942
853

4.. 3014

11

Trigger I’nls (GN) Jan. 21
Trigger Smith (Mono)
Trouble in Sundown
(RKO)
Mar. 11
12 Crowded
Hours (RKO)

3815

Roundup

Mar.

(M-G-M)

940

Ride ’Em Cowgirl (GN) Jan. 28.W1-2
Rio Grande (Col) Apr. 8
9202
Risky Business (Univ) Mar. 11.. 3029
Road Demon
(20th-Fox) Aug. 27. 918
Romance
of the Redwoods (Col) .

(20th-Fox)
Rough Riders

(Univ)

Tough Kid (Mono) Jan. 14
Trade W'inds (UA) Dec. 31

(Para)

Rolling Westward (Mono) Apr.
Rose of Washington
Square

of Culver

Spring
Madness
Nov. 26
Stagecoach (UA)

861

7108
Mile

Spirit

by

Scotland

Yard

(Mono)
3829
Water Rustlers (GN) Mar. 18..W1-1
Western Jamboree (Rep) Dec. 24 841
While New York Sleeps (20tliFox) Oct. 22
Whispering Enemies (Col) Jan.

922
7

Wife, Husband and Friend <20thFox) Feb. 18
Wild Horse Canyon (Mono)

930

Jan. 7
3852
Wings of the Navy (WB) Jan. 21 309
Winner Take All (RKO) Feb. 25 939
Within the Baw
(M-G-M)
Mar. 18
928
Wolf Call (Mono)
Woman
Women

Doctor
(Rep) (WB)
Feb.
in
the Wind

Feb. 4
Wulhering

4.... 808
316

Heights

(UA)

Apr.

1

Y
Yes, My Darling
Feb. 11
You Can’t Cheat
Man
Young

Daughter

(FN)
357

an

Honest

(Univ) Feb. 25
in Heart (UA) Nov.

3005
12..

Z
Zaza tPnrn) Jan. 7
Zenobia (UA) Mar. 18

3819

95

^katt
Columbia
ALU-STAR

21, ’39

(17%)
Mar. 24, ’39
Home
on the Range
(17)
Dec. 9
Many
Sappy Returns (18) .. .Aug. 19
Mutiny on the Body
(17)
Not Guilty Enough (18)
Pie A La Maid (18)
With Charley Chase.
Sue My
Lawyer
(17)
Swing You Swingers

Feb. 10, ’39
Sept. 30
Dec. 23

(18)
With Andy Clyde.
The Nightshirt Bandit
The Sap Takes a Sap

Jan.

Sept. 16

Mar.

16

(8) . .Jan. 26, ’39
Circus
Sept. 23
Aug. 12

Isle of Paradise

Feb.

24, ’39

(10) .Nov.

. . . .Aug.

No. 11 (10)
Songs of Yesteryear
No. 12 (10)
Scotch Songs.
No. 7 (10)
No. 8 (10)

4

26

Sept. 15

Series

Mar.

24, ’39

Apr.

21, ’39

No. 1 College Songs (10)
No. 2 South Seas (10)

Oct. 1
Oct. 4

No. 3 Season’s Idea (11)
No. 4 Girls’ Names
(..)
No. 5 Friendship Songs

Dec. 2
Dec. 30

(10)
No. 6 Moon Songs
KRAZY
KAT

Jan.
(10) . . . .Feb.

Golf Chumps
(. . )
Gym
Jams
(7)
Hot Dogs on Ice (7)
Krazy’s Bear Tale
The Lone Mountie
MUSIC
(New
A

Night

HALL
series)

in

a

(..)..
(6)

Jan.

27, ’39
Dec. 10

VANITIES

Jan. 20, ’39
(. .) . .Mar. 2, ’39

Demons
of the Deep (9)
Football Giants (10)

Aug. 19
Sept. 28

Get Ready Navy
(10)
Jan. 6, ’39
King Vulture (10) Special .. .Dec. 2.3
Navy
Champions
(10)
Mar. 17
Odd Sports (10)
Feb. 10
Ski Rhythm
(10)
Nov. 4
PICTUREGRAPH
No.l

(..)
SCRAPPY

Jan.

Scrappy’s
(6)
Scrappy’s

Attraction
Feb.
(..).. Mar.

Sideshow

No.
No.
No.
No.

1(10)
2 (10)
3(10)
4(10)

No.
No.
No.

5(10)
6(10%)
7(10)
THREE

A

Sept. 16
Nov. 17

(7)

Added

SCREEN

Ducking

15, ’39

CARTOONS

Early Bird (5)
Happy
Birthday

SNAPSHOTS

3, ’39
3, ’39

(Series

17)

Sept. 16
Oct. 14
Nov. 20
Dec. 15
Jan. 6. ’39
Feb. 17, ’39
Mar. 17, ’39
COMEDIES

STOOGES
They

Did

Go

(17)
Yes, We

for

Jan. 6, ’39
Curly
Sept. 2

Mummy
No

Feb.
Bonzana

24, ’39

( . .)
WASHINGTON

May
PARADE

19, ’39

No.
No.

Have

1 Harry Newman
Commentator (10)
Nov.
2 Inside the White Houss

(11)

96

Word

(7)

July

22

Opening

BETTY

Jan.

6
20

M-G-M
DOESN’T

Buried

Treasure

Jan.

18

6, ’39

28, ’39
Dec. 10

(9)

Nov.

BOOP

PAY

Sept. 24
Dec. 24
KIDS

(8)

12

Buzzy Boop at the Concert
(7)
Mv Friend the Monkey

Sept. 16

On (7)
With the New
(7)
Jan. Dec.
20, ’392
Pudgy in Thrills and Chills

Sept. 17

Captain’s Christmas
(8)
Dec. 17
Honduras
Hurricane (9)
Oct. 15
Old Smoke.v (7)
Sept. 3
Pptunia National Park (9)... Jan. 14
The Pygmy
Hunt (8)
Aug. 6
FITZPATRICK
TR A VELTALKS
In Technicolor
Ancient Egy pt (9)
Jan. 21, '39
Cairo — City of Contrast (9).. Sept. 10
Glimpses of Australia (9) . . .Apr. 15
Imperial Delhi (8)
Feb. 18
Jaipur — The Pink City (8).. . Oct. 29
Java Journey (10)
Mar. 18
Madeira — Isle of Romance
(8)
Oct. 1
Singapore and Jahore (9) . . . .Dec. 31
Sydney — Pride of Australia
(9)
Dec. 3
HISTORICAL
MYSTERIES
f.SBravest of the Brave (11).. Aug. 6
Tlie Man on the Rock (11) . . . Sept. 3

COLOR
All’s

Fair

Dec. 23
Aug. 12
Oct. 14
Mar. 31

CLASSICS
at the

Fair

(7) . . . . Aug.

Always
Kickin’ (7)
Guatemala
(10)
The Playful Polar Bears

26

Jan.

27, ’39
Aug. 12
(7) .Oct. 28

COLOR
CRUISES
(New Series in Cinecolor)
Costa Rica (10)
Dec. 2
Guatemala
(10)
Aug. 12
Land of Inca Memories (10) . .Jan. 27
Mexico (10)
Oct. 7
Republic of Panama
(9) . . . . Mar. 24
HEADLINER
A Song Rhythm
Is Born (10)
(10)
Jan. Oct.
6, ’397
Busse
Henry Busse and His Orchestra.
The Champagne
Music of the
Lawrence
Walk
(10)
Mar. 3
Lawrence Walk and his Orchestra.
Hal Kemp
and His Orchestra
(10)
Dec. 2
Lights! Action! Lucas (11) .. .Sept. 2
Clyde Lucas and orchestra.
©Moments
of Charm
(10) . . . . Ang. 5
Phil Spltalny and Girl Orchestra.
Music Through the Years
(11)Garber
Jan
Orrin Tucker

and
and

(10)
Three Kings

and

Orchestra.Feb.
Orchestra
a

Nov.

Queen

4

City of T.ittle Men
Grent Heart (11)
Tee Antics (9)

(11)

Ang.
Dec.
Feb.

20
31
11

Love on a Tap (11)
Mar. 18, '39
Miracle of Salt Lake (11) .. .Nov. 12
£L'*"camlined Swing
(9)
Sept. 10
'rhey Live Again (10)
Oct. 22

PARAMOUNT
Released twice

Jan. 28
Dec. 17
Doris Wesof washing

Once Over Lightly (19)
Dec. 31
The story of two barber colleges
becomes a musical comedy plot by
a close shave. Johnny Downs
and
Dixie Dunbar.

NEWS
weekly.

PARAGRAPHICS
Circus

COMEDIES

Dream
of Love (17)
Men of Steel (21)
Kenneth
Stevens and
ton in a musical saga
machines.

(11)
Apr. 7, ’39
Vincent Lopez and Orchestra, Betty Hutton, Barry Wood,
Del Casino, Dick Todd.

Co-Ed

(10)

Mar.

10

Fisherman’s Pluck (10) .. Apr. 14, ’.39
Mildewed Melodramas
(11) . . . Sept. 2
Oh Say, Can You Ski? (10) . .Dec. 16
Raising Canines (10)
Nov. 11
Rube Goldberg’s Travelgab
(9)
Oct. 14
Tanlmueser (12)
Ang. 12
That’s Africa (10)
Unfinished Symphony
PARAMOUNT

Feb.
(10) . . .Jan.

10
13

PICTORIAL

Somewhat
Secret (21) .. .Mar. 25, ’39
M-G-M
CARTOONS
IN SEPIA
(New Series)

No. 1(10)
Tropical trophies;
Aquatic Antics.
No. 2(10)

Jitterbug Follies (9)
Feb. 25,
Mama’s
New
Hat (9)
Feb.
Seal Skinners (9)
Jan. 8,
Wanted
No Master ( . . ) . .Mar. 18,
M-G-M
NEWS
OF THE
DAY
Released twice weekly.

’39
11
’39
’39

Wellesley College; Amazon
activities; and Paris at night.
No. 3(10)
Oct. 7
Oceanic
oddities, mountain
sunrises, elephants.
No. 4(10)
Nov. 4
Prospecting
for
oil, mountain
climbing and a visit to southeastern United States.

Aladdin’s Lantern (10)
Sept. 17
Alfalfa’s Aunt (11)
Jan. 7
Duel Personalities (10) . .Mar. 11, ’39
Football Romeo
(10)
Nov. 12
T.ittle Ranger
(10)
Aug. 6
Men in Fright (10)
Oct. 15
Party Fever (10)
Aug. 27
Practical Jokers (9)
Dec. 17
Tiny Troubles (10)
Feb. 18

No. 5(9)
Dec. 9
17 year locusts, outdoor scenes and
the hit parade of yesterday.

OUR

GANG

COMEDIES

PARADE

(New

Series)

No. 1 (10)
Oct. 15
New Roadways
(10)
Jan. 28
Story of Alfred Noble (11).. Feb. 18
The Story of Dr. Jenner (10) .Mar. 11
PETE

SMITH

SPECIALTIES

Double Diving (10)
Football Thrills of 1937
(10)
Grid Rules

Jan.

14

tyiHeroes at Leisure (10)
Feb. 11
OHot
on Ice (10)..
Oct. 22
Man’s Greatest Friend (101. Nov. 19
Marine Circus (9)
(biPenny’s Picnic (10)
Weather

Wizards

(. . )

Mar.

11, ’39
Dee. 17

Apr.

8, ’39

Sept. 2

No. 6 (10)
Jan. 6. ’39
Great
Britain’s Kenya
Colony,
horse gadgets and a
visit with
Stan
Shaw
Matinee.

and

his

Milkman’s

No.The
7(101
’39
Mexican
Charro Feb.
at 3.
play,
plumed
birds
and
all about
accordions.
No.

8 (10)

Mar.

No. 9 (10)
Sea police,
fashions.
POPEYE
©Aladdin

Sept. 10
Oct. 15

(10)

Aug. 5
country;

Canyon

animals

Apr. 7, ’39
after dark,

CARTOONS

and

His

Aint

Nice

Frolicking
planes.
Hijinks

(7)

Apr. 28
Sept. 23

SPORT-

Frogs

(10)

Dec.

with
trained frogs
cluding a jumping contest.

Good Skates (10)
Ice skating with
Hold Your Breath
Depicting a novel
meet.

23
in-

Apr. 14, ’39
champions.
(10)
Feb. 17
underwater track

Hunting Thrills (10)
Hieing Pigeons (10)
Story of the racing

Sept. 2
Sept. 30
homing

of

pigeons. Test (10)
Sporting
Aug. 5
‘nestion answers in the field of
sport supplied by Ted Husing.
Super-Athletes (10)
Nov. 25
An analysis of the progress made
in track and field sports.
The Sporting Irish (10)
Mar. 17
Sports in Ireland.
Two Boys and a Dog (10) .Jan. 20, ’39
Adventures
of two
boys and
a
wire hair terrier on a pack trip
in the Rocky Mountains.
UNUSUAL

OCCUPATIONS
(In Color)

No. 1 (10)
QNo. 2 (10)
No. 3(10)
No.

4(10)

No.

5

Aug. 5
Oct. 7
Dec. 2
Feb.

(10)

Apr.

RKO
DISNEY

3, ’39
14, ’39

Radio

CARTOONS

Brave Little Tailor (9)
Sept. 23
Donald’s Golf Game
(8)
Nov. 4
Donald’s Lucky Day (8) . .Jan. 13, *39
Farmyard
Symphony
(8)
Oct. 14
Ferdinand the Bull (8)
Nov. 25
Goofy and Wilbur (8)
Mar. 17
Merbabies (9)
Dec. 9
Mickey’s Parrot (8)
Sept. 9
Mother Goose Goes Hollywood
(8)
Dec. 23
Practical Pig: ( . . )
Feb. 24, ’39
Society Dog: Show
(8)
Feb. 3, ’39
Mickey Mouse enters Pluto in the
Society dog show and Pluto does
not win.
The
The

WTialers (8)
Ugly Duckling:

Ang:. 19
Apr. 7

(9)

EDGAR
KENNED*
A Clean Sweep (17)
Beaux
and Errors (18)

COM

RIM
Dec. 2
Oct. 7

Edgar’s father-in-law again starts
all the mischief as Edgar becomes
the

butt of a practical
cause of his obesity.

joke

be-

Clock Wise (16)
Mar. 24
Father-in-law’s grandfather clock
drives Edgar nuts as he unsuccessfully tries to get rid of it.
Maid to
Edgar
in-law
tions.

Order (18)
Jan. 27, '39
tries to marry his fatheroff with amusing complica-

HEADLINER

COMEDIES

Romancing
Along
Phil Harris and
Sea Melody (19)
Ted Fio Rito
with Rita
cellino.

(21)
his

and

Oehman

Dec.
Orchestra.
His

and

36

Oct. 21
Orchestra

Muzzy

Swing Vacation (19)
Feb.
LEON
ERROL
COMEDIES

Mar24, ’39

Crime Rave
(18)
Jan. 13, ’39
Errol entertains bank bandits at
his home
without knowing It.
Home
Boner (20)
Mar. 10, *39
Major Difficulties (19)
Nov. 18
Stage Fright (18)
Sept. 23
Leon’s wife cures him of his aversion to her being on the stage.
MARCH

’39
19
30
27
21

RICE

Champion Alrhoppers (10) . . . . Oct. 28
Deals with the fascinating sport
of gliding and soaring in motorless

Wonderful

Lamp
(22)
Apr.
7,
Bulldozing
the Bull (7)
Aug.
Cops Ts Always Right (7)... Dec.
Customers Wanted
(7)
Jan.
Goonland
(8)
Oct.
Leave Well Enough Alone
(7)
Mutiny

3

Jan. 6, ’39
Mar. 10

Beside a Moonlit Stream (8). July 29
Frank Dailey and His Orchestra.

3, '39

MINIATURES

Sept. 2
Nov. 4

SONG

GRANTLAND
LIGHTS

CARTOONS

(7)
Pudgy the Watchman
(7) . . . .
Sally Swing (7)
So Does an Automobile (7)..

Money to Loan (21)
Mar. 11, ’39
They’re Always Caught (22).. Sept. 3
Scientific crime detection unearths
the
murderer
of
a
mayor
of a large
city.
Think It Over (20)
Wrong
Way
Ont (17)
CAPTAIN
AND
THE
CARTOONS

Day

Jan.

Paramount

Jan.

2 (10)

week.

No. 3(10)
No. 4(10)
SCREEN

How
to Sublet (8)
Mental Poise (8)

STUFF

are

An Hour for Lunch (9) . .Mar. 18, ’39
How
to Watch
Football (9) . . .Oct. 8
29

OF

of the

BENCHLEY

July

No. 1 (10)
Col. Stoopnagle.

PASSING

(16%)
Apr. 7, ’39
Flat Foot Stooges (17)
Nov. 25
Mntts to You (18)
Oct. 14
Three Little Sew and Sews
(16)
Violent Is the
(18)
We Want Onr

20th-Fox)

Titles

POPULAR
SCIENCE
(In Cinecolor)
No. 1(10)
No. 2(11)

National

CAVALCADE

short
color.

(..)

Cow

Grand

MUSICAL

Hall

(10%)
Night at the Troc
SPORT
REELS

A

27, ’39
24, ’39

Apr. 6, ’39
Sept. 9
Oct. 21

Music

O’Leary’s

CRIME
31
26
23

Big Town
Commuters
(9) . Feb. 3, ’39
Province of Quebec (10)
Dec. 15
COMMUNITY
SING

Third

Again

10, ’39

(7).. Nov. 3
Nov. 24

Gorilla Hunt
(..)..
COLUMBIA
TOUR

Bermuda

Runs

(18) . . . Oct. 28

Flame
(8)

Peaceful Neighbors
The Animal Cracker
(7)
The Frog Pond (7)

Mrs.

No.

RHAPSODIES

T.ittle Moth’s Big
Midnight Frolics

Eliza

^Indicates
©Indicates

ROBERT

20, ’39

Happy
Tots (7)
Mar.
Hollywood Graduation (7)... Aug.
Kangaroo Kid (7)
Dec.
T.ittle Match Girl (re-sale)
(8%)
Dec.

The

(Distributed through
TERRY-TOONS

COMEDIES

Following

Running
Time. Date Is National Release, 1938, Unless
Otherwise Specified.

Educational

A Star Is Shorn (17) ... .Apr.
Boom
Goes the Groom

(15%)
COLOR

Numerals

No.

OF

TIME

1(20)

The

Sept. 2

Czech-German

crisis

up-to-

date and
Father
Divine’s new
“Heaven on the Hudson.”
No. 2(18)
Sept. 30
dilemma.
U. S. Fire

BOXOFFICE

Fighters

and

Britain’s

:: April 8, 1939

No. 3(20)
Oct. 28
Inside the Maglnot line.
No. 4(19)
Nov. 25
Uncle Sam — The Good Neighbor.
yNo.
The
row.

5(18)
Refugee — Today

No. 6 (18)
The State
No.

of

the

Jan.

7 (19)

Young
Crisis.

America

No. 8(18)
No. 13 (19)
America’s
threat to

Mexico’s

17

New

Mar.

17, ’39
Aug. 5
traffic problem and the
England’s Gibraltar.

NU-ATLAS
Cafe

and

IEW
LEHR
GARTEN

20, ’39
Feb.

MUSICALS

Rendezvous

(10)

Dec.

Oshins & Lessy, Jack Arthur,
mida and The Kidoodlers.
Readin, Ritin and Rhythm

23

Styles and Smiles (10)
Sept. 30
Virginia Verrill, Charles King, Harrison & Fischer, Marion Daniels.
Talent Auction (10)
Oct. 28
Irene Beasley, Five Relllys, Paul
Robinson, The Merry Macs, Bobby
Bernard.
Tropical Topics (10)
Jan. 20, ’39
The Rimacs, Rosita Ortego, Sisters
Virginia.
Under a Gypsy Moon
(10) . . . Sept. 2
Venetian Moonlight
(11) . . . . Nov. 25
PATHE

NEWS

Released
PATHE
leases)

twice

(’36-'37

re-

No. 7 (10)
Aug. 12
Trip through Walt Disney studios
and expose of spiritualism.
RADIO

FLASH

SET

PATHE

SPORTSCOPE

Dogs (10)
Grass (10)

Bow Strings
Archery.

Nov.
Dec.

(9)

Jan.

4
2

27, ’39

Oct. 7
(10)
£>Deep End
Top-ranking women
diving champions photographed in action by
the slow motion camera.
Fisherman’s Paradise (9) . . .Sept. 19
Fishing off Catcay Bay, Bahamas.
On the Wing
(10)
Dec. 30
The hunting of wild geese.
Snow Falls (9)
Feb. 24
A

ski picture that’s
RADIO
MUSICAL

different.
COMEDIES

Russian Dressing (16)
Aug. 12
Ben
Alexander and
band, Eleanor Hansen, Walter Miller.
RAF

WHITLEY

(New
A

WESTERNS

Series)

Western Welcome
Cowboy band.

Prairie
Ranch

(18) . . . .Sept. 9

Poppas (18)
House Romeo

REELISMS

Dec. 16
(17) . . . . Apr. 7

(New

Series)

Air Waves
(10)
Dude
Ranch
(9)
Gold (9)
Newsreel (10)

Mar. 10
Nov. 11
Fel). 10
Dec. 9

Pilot Boat (9)
Submarine
Circus (10)
Trans-America
(11)

Feb. 3, ’39
Sept. 16
Oct. 14

20th Century-Fox
ADVENTURES

OF

A

NEWS

CAMERAMAN

THORGERSEN-SPORTS

Athletic Oddities (..)
Thoroughbreds
(10)
Timber Toppers (10)
Shooting for Par (10)
Hunting
Dogs
Inside Baseball
FASHIONS

©Fashion Forecasts,
(11)
Autumn
styles.
©Fashion Forecasts,
(11)
Winter styles.

BOXOFFICE

Nov. 11
Sept. 30
Oct. 28
Jan. 6

(. . )
(. .)

Mar. 3, ’39
Apr. 14, ’39
No.

1
Sept. 16

No.

Should

Know
Sept. 2

Girl

Should

Know
Nov.

Inventor

23

25

Should
Jan. 20, ’39
MAGIC

Mar.
Feb.

Rides

17, ’39
17, ’39

Agnin Jan.

13, ’39
Nov. 4
Feb. 10
Dec. 2

Sept. 23

United Artists
SCENIC
Eternal

Fire

(8)

Oct. 1

Universal
CARTUNE
One

Armed
GOING

No. 54 (
No. 55 (
No. 56 (
No. 57 (

Bandit
PLACES
ELL THOMAS

(7)

Mar.

WITH

9)
9)
9)
9)

27

LOWSept. 12
Oct. 3
Nov. 14
Nov. 28

No.
No.
No.

59 (9)
Jan. 30. ’39
60 (10)
Feb. 20, ’39
61(9)
Mar. 13
MENTONE
PRODUCTIONS
Bank
Notes (19)
Mar. 15
Gus Van, Minor &
Root, Three
Wiles, Barton Quintet, Ruth Daye.
Beauty Shoppe (19%)
Sept. 28
Buck and Bubbles, Imogens Coca,
Marty May, Harrison and Fischer.
Cafe Boheme
(17)
Apr. 12
Saul Grauman
&
Co., Rosita Ortega, Pied Pipers, Luba
Malina,
Roy Smeck & His Aloha Islanders.
Music and Models (19)
Dec. 14
Jack Arthur, Carolyn Marsh, Six
Debonairs, Irene Vermillion & Co.
Nautical Knights (19) ... .Jan. 11, ’39
Arthur & Morton Harvel, Moore &
Ravel, Judy
Starr, Stump
and
Stumpy, The Khezzis.
Patio Serenade (17)
Nov. 16
Tito Coral, Laura Suarez, Armida,
Gloria Belmonte and others.
Rhythm
Cafe (20)
Sept. 7
Oshins &
Lessy, Virginia Verrill,
Four Eton Boys, Vic Hyde.
Side Show Fakir (17ya)
Oct. 12
OSWALD
CARTOONS
Ghost Town
Frolics (7)
Sept. 5
Pixie Land
(7)
Sept. 12
Rabbit Hunt
(7)
Oct. 17
Sailor Mouse
(7)
Nov. 7
The Big Cat and the Little
Mousie (7)
Aug. 15
WALTER
LANTZ
CARTUNES
Kittens

(7)

Dec.

19

Crack Pot Cruise (7)
Apr. 10, ’39
Disobedient Mouse
(8)
Nov. 28
Little Blue Blackbird (7)... Dee. 26
Magic Beans (..)
Feb. 13
The Birth of a Toothpick
(7)
The Cat
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

and

the

STRANGER
54 (9)
55 (9%)
56 (9)
57 (9)
58 (9)
59 (9)
60 (9)
61 (9)

Bell
THAN

(7)

Feb. 27
Oct. 3

FICTION
Sept. 19
Oct. 10
Nov. 21
Dec. 5
Jan. 2
Feb. 6
Mar. 6
Apr. 3

62 (9)
May
UNIVERSAL
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

BROADWAY

y Lincoln

1, ’39

Dec.
Dec.

Sophomore
Swing
(19) .. .Jan.
BROADWAY
BREVITIES

17
31

Mar.
Dec.
Nov.
Dec.
Mar.
Mar.

(20)
Rollin’ in Rhythm. (..)
Sophomore
Swing (20)
Small Town
Idol (20)
Stardust (22)
Sundae Serenade (20)
The Knight Is Young (20) . . .
Toyland Casino (21)
Two
Shadows
(20)
Zero Girl (22)

Sept. 24
Apr. 15
Jan. 21
Feb. 11
Dec. 10
Feb. 25
-Oct. 29
Oct. 8
Oct. 22
Sept. 3

COLORTOUR

(20) on
Fun

21, ’39

A Fat Chance ( . . )
Boarder Trouble (20)
Cleaning Up
(..)
Hats and Dogs (20)
Home
Cheap Home
(..)
Projection Room
(..)
Murder With Reservations

25
17
12
31
18
4

(New

The

Master’s

Jan.
with

7,
’39
Fritz

Series)

Tech.
Oct. 1
Nov. 19

(9)

Touch

(10) . . . .Feb.

18

GAY-ETIES
Bride

VITAPHONE

(20) .. .Aug.

27

VARIETIES

A Vaudeville Interlude (..).. Nov. 19
Gadgeteers (10)
Feb. 18
Swing Cat’s Jamboree
(10).. Aug. 6
Louis Prima.
Robbin’

Oct.
No.

Illustrated,

LOONEY

Good

(10)

Dec.

10

Ski Girl (10)
Jan. 14, ’39
Table Manners
(11)
Oct. 15
The Great Library Misery
(11)

1

2

No. Jan.
3

7, ’39

TUNES

Dec. 3
Jan. 28

Sept. 10
ADVENTURES

Smoke

MELODY

Apr. 1
Nov. 26
Jan. 28
Nov. 5
(7) . . . .Sept. 24
Nov. 26
Aug. 6

Jan.
7, ’39
Aug.
27

(7)
MASTERS

Blue Barron & Orch. (10) .Jan. 21, ’39
Clyde Lucas & Orch. (10) . .Jan. 7, ’39
Clyde McCoy & Orchestra
(. . )
Mar. 18
Dave Apollon and His Orchestra
(11)
Dec. 24
Dave Apollon and Orchestra
(■•)
Apr. 8
His Busy Day
(10)
Aug. 20
Clyde McCoy and Orchestra.
Happy
Felton &
Orch. (..).. Dec. 3
Jerry Livingston & Orchestra
(10)
Feb. 4
Jimmy
Dorsey and His Orchestra
(10)
Oct. 22
Larry Clinton and His Orchestra
(10)
Sept. 3
Merle Kendrick and His Orchestra
(10)
Ray Kinney and
(10)
Russ Morgan &

Nov. 12
Hawaiians
Oct. 1
Orchestra
His

(11)

Feb.

MERRIE

(By Floyd Gibbons)
A Minute From
Death (11)... Mar. 4
Chained (..)
Apr. 1
Defying Death (12)
Oct. 15
High Peril (12)
Feb. 18
Identified (12)
Sept. 17
The Human
Toils of the
Treacherous

MELODIES

(In

25

Color)

A Day at the Zoo (7)
Mar. 11
A Feud There Was
(7)
Sept. 24
Bars and Stripes Forever (7) .Apr. 8
Count Me Out (7)
Dec. 17
Daffy Duck in Hollywood (..).Dec. 3
Dog Gone Daze
Modern
14, ’39
Goldrusli
(7) (7) . . . . Jan. Feb.
25

SERIALS
COLUMBIA
Flying G-Men
15 chapters.
Robert Paige,

Vanilla

(7)

Oct. 22
Oct. 8

Prest-O Change-O
(7)
Mar.
Robinhood Makes Good (7)... Feb.
The Major Lied Till Dawn

25
11

(7)
Aug.
The Mice Will Play (7)
Dec.
The Night Watchman
(7)... Nov.

13
31
19

An

Education

©PICTORIAL

(7).... Nov.

(Some sequences in color)
No. 12(..)
Aug.
Hollywood — Sculling — Furs.
PRESENTATION
REVUES
UpPat
in Rooney.
Lights

5

(20)

Ang.

13

13

Campus
Cinderella (19)
Declaration of Independence

Sept. 17
Nov.

28, ’39
James

Wild
June

30

(15

episodes).

Story

of

burled

pirate's treasure on an adventurer’s
island.
The
Web Out of
Oct.the
22, ’38-’39
15 Spider’s
chapters.
Spider
magazine stalks crimedom’s most
amazing
character
impersonated
by Warren
Hull who
comes
to
grips with
The
Octopus.
Iris
Meredith is the heart interest.
REPUBLIC
Daredevils

of the

Circle
Dick Tracy

Red
June

Returns

15 Chapters
Roberts.

—

Dick

10, *39
Aug. 20

Byrd-Lynn

Fighting Devil Dogs, The.. May 28
12 chapters. Lee Powell, Herman
Brix, Eleanor
Stewart, Montagu
Love.
Hawk
of the Wilderness
Dec. 3
12 chapters. Herman
Brix, Jill
Martin.
Lone Ranger Rides Again . Feb. 25, ’39
15 Chapters. Robert
Livingston,
Jinx Falken, Chief Thunder Cloud.
Painted Stallion
June 5, *38
With Ray Corrigan and Hoot Gibson. The first chapters runs about
(7) and the rest average (19).
UNIVERSAL
Buck
Rogers
Apr. 11, ’39
12 Chapters. Larry Crabbe, Jackie
Moran,
Constance
Moore,
Jack
Mulhall.
Frontiers

15

chapters, average
utes each. With
Brown
and Eleanor
Radio Patrol

July

5

about 20 minJohnny
Mack
Hansen.
Oct. 4

12 episodes (20) — Grant WlthersCatherine Hughes.
The
valuable
formula for flexible steel and its
possession by a number
of people
is the basis for this one.
Red Barry
Oct. 18
13 chapters averaging about 20
minutes
each.
Larry
(Buster)
Crabbe brings
strip character

TECHNICOLOR

Gray,

15 chapters.
Gordon Elliot, Monte Blue, Carol
Wayne.
Secret of Treasure Island . . . Mar. 17

Flaming

REVUES

Jan.
Lorna

Craig, Richard Fiske.
The Great Adventures of
Bill Hickok

Ham-Ateur
Night (7) . . . .Jan. 28, ’39
Johnny Smith & Poker Huntas
Pancho

Bomb
(12) .. .Jan. 7, ’39
Law
(12)
Nov. 12
Waters
(12) . . . .Dec. 10

CARTOONS

I’orky’s Movie Mystery (7).. Mar. 11
Porky’s Naughty Nephew
(7). Oct. 15
Porky’s Tire Trouble (7)
Feb. 18
The Lone Stranger and Porky

(18)

lot

Series)

Chicken Jitters (7)
Daffy Doc (7)
It’s an 111 Wind (7)
Porky in Egypt (7)
Porky in Wackyland
Porky the Gob (7)
Porky and Daffy (7)

You’re

House

Kane, John CarFoy
and
Jerry

(New

There Goes the
Fifi D’Orsay.

TRUE

Nature’s Mimic (10)
Points on Pointers (9)

(7)
Little

Warner

VITAPHONE

(10)
Feb. 25
Mechanix
Illustrated (10) . . . .Nov. 5
Miracles of Sport (10)
Sept. 10

(7)
Wholly

the

SPECIALS

PARADE

China Today
(10)
Mechanix Illustrated
(10)
Mechanix

White

Pow
Wow
(9)
Immortal Brush

ADVENTURES

COLOR

the

Feld, Katherine
roll, Charles
Colonna.

The Hermit Kingdom
(10) . . . Aug. 27
Long Bright Land
(10)
Sept. 25
A trip to New
Zealand.
THE

in

(21)
Feb. 11, ’39
Sons of the Plains (19) . .July 30, ’38
Mauch
Twins, Rosella Towns.
Swingtime in the Movies

HEADLINERS

Boarder Trouble (20)
Hats and Dogs (20)

KINDER-

(7)
©The
Three Bears (6)
Village Blacksmith (6)
Wolf’s Side of the Story
(7)

No.

2
Dec.

HIS

Chris Columbo
(7)
Aug. 12
Frozen Feet (..)
Feb. 24
©Gandy
Goose in Doomsday
(6)
Dec. 16
Gandy Goose in G-Man
Jitters (..)
Mar. 10
Gandy Goose in the Frame Up
(. . )
Dec. 30
Goose Flies High
(7)
Sept. 9
©Housewife
Herman
(7)
Nov. 18
©Nutty
Network
(..)
Mar. 24
One Gun Gary in the Nick
of Time
(..)
Jan. 27
©String Bean Jack (7)
Aug. 26
©The Glass Slipper (7)
Oct. 7
The New
Comer
(7)
Oct. 21
©Tlie Owl and the Pussycat

Baby

Daily Diet of Danger (10) .Jan. 6, ’39
Filming Big Thrills (10)
Sept. 30
Recording Modern Science
(10)
Aug. 19
ED

Boy

Vitaphone

3

Good Neighbors ( . . ) ... .Apr. 28, ’39
Isle of Pleasure (11)
Feb. 3, ’39
Land
of Contentment
(10) .. .Oct. 14

COMEDIES

Hunting Trouble (16)
Aug. 6
Jed Prouty and Richard Lane encounter complications at
home
after a wild time at a fraternal
order convention.

Bird
Blue

AND

Know
(10)
LOWELL
THOMAS
CARPET

COMEDIES

Dog-Gone
(16)
Apr. 21, ’39
Hectic Honeymoon
(17)
Nov. 4
Plumb Crazy (16)
Feb. 3
Pat C. Flick as a plumber causes
considerable commotion on a job.
SMART

What
Every
(11)
What Every
(10)
What Every

(7)Stranger
The

weekly

PARADE

No.

Mystic Siam
(. . )
Viking Trail (10)
TERRY-TOONS

Ar-

Feb. 17, ’39
(10)
Mar. 17
Gypsy Orchestra,
Karavaeff, Luba

(10)
Samovar
Serenade
Codolbon &
His
Moscow
Choir,
Malina.

Forecasts,

(..)
Mar. 31, ’39
FOX
MOVIETONE
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

Dec. 23
Tomor-

and

Nation.

©Fashion

the popular
to life.

comic

Scouts to the Rescue
Jan. 17, ’39
12 Chapters. Jackie Cooper, Jack
Mulhall, Vondell Darr, Bill Cody

26

:: April 8, 1939

97

Hooking (2k
A

|

GUIDE

OCTOBER

TO

J

CURRENT

OCTOBER

22

8285
[24] of Western
Law
the Texan (57)
Buck Jones
R — Oct. 29

325

Adven
|2g|
Titans
of the ture
Deep
Dr. Wm.
Beebe

326
(47)

Running time
estimate)
iollows Family
title. Letter
"A"
indicates
Adult(company
classification,
otherwise
suitability.
R — is review date. Symbol (J indicates BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon Award Winner. Symbol © indicates color photography.

RELEASES
I

NOVEMBER

29

9020
a (62)
Drams
n tures
Little
Adven
p5] Actio
(For. Thoroughbred)
E. Fellowes-J. Wells

Western
[21]
Frontier Scout (62)
Geo. Houston
R — Sept. 17

Pate at top oi column is week ending. Number in square is
national release date. 1938-39. Production number is at right.

-

NOVEMBER

5

12

Lenora

909

Drama
[28|
LJThe Citadel (112)
Robert Donat
Rosalind Russell
R— Oct. 29

Great Waltz
(104)
[4] Musical Drama
Luise Rainer
Fernand Gravet
R — Nov. 12

908

Spring
Madness
(67) 911
[ill
Drama
Lew Comedy
Ayres
R—
Nov.
Maureen

26
O’Sullivan

Gangster’s
Boy (80)
|~9]
Drama
Jackie Cooper
l.ucy
Gilman
R — Nov. 12

3807
Western
[2x]
Mysterious
Rider (73)
Douglas Dumbrllle
Sidney Toler
R — Sept. 24

(Spec.Rel.) 3808
|28| Drama
(106)
With Wings
©Men
Fred MacMurray
Ray Milland
R— Oct. 29

|~4~] Melodrama
Illegal Traffic (87)
J. Carrol Nalsh
Mary
Carlisle
R — Nov.
5

3809

Gray

R — Dec.

Case) Murder Case
Sunset
[is]
Melodrama
(For. Sunset
Strip

312

Sally

[21] Com. with Music 904
Listen, Darling: (75)
Judy Garland
Freddie Bartholomew
R— Oct. 22

NOVEMBER

19

26

(57)
Adventure
the Sahara
|isl
Action inDrama
9028
Paul Kelly

|~2~[ Western
9211
In Early Arizona (58)
Bill Elliott
Dorothy Gulliver
R — April 1

Cipher Melo
Bureau
(70)
a
dram
[4]
Ames- Woodbury
R— Oct. 29

NOVEMBER

0

3801

Rand

Hardys
West (85)
With
Out

Packer

912

the
913

Drama
Mickey
Rooney
[25] Comedy
Lewis
R — Nov.Stone
26

Tf

(49)

(For. Last Outlaw)
Western
[is]
R— Nov.
19
Jack
Randall

If IHistorical
Were King
(101)3810
[H]
Drama
Ronald Colman
Frances
R — Oct. Dee
1

(65)
345

ShiningCrawford
Hour ("5)
Joan
Drama
[l8]
Margaret Sullavan
Melvyn
R
— Nov. Douglas
19

Gun

ffl

24

Gang Bullets
Ann Nagel

3851

(63)

Pe

3818

Robt.
Kent
R
— Dec.
10 drama
Melo
[23]

Arrest

Thanks

for the Memory
3811
(78)
Comedy
[l8|
R — Nov. 12
Bob Hope-Shirley Ross

mond (58)
Bulldog

Drum-

3812
a
Melodram
[25]
J.
Howard
R — Nov. 26

A'

Say

Bl

It In French

(69)

Ray Milland
3813
Comedy
P|Bradna
O.
R — Nov. 26

806
a
dram(61)
|2§|
I Stand Melo
Accused
Robt. Cummlngs-H.
R— Oct. 22

y
Ei] Mystery Comed
Miss Manton
Mad
Barbara Stanwyck
Henry Fonda
R — Oct. 15

906
(78)

ama
pjJ] Melodr
Mysterious
Mr. Moto
Peter Lorre
Mary Maguire
R — June 4

912
(62)

Mack

907
rama
Melod
[28|
Tarnished
Angel
(67)
(For. Miracle Racket)
Sally Ellers
Lee Bowman
R — Oct. 29

[2§]
SuezHistori
(104) cal

Drama

913

Tyrone Power
Annabella
R — Oct. 22

Rhythm West
of the ern
Saddle(68)
7108
[7f]
(For. Song of the West)
Gene
Autry-S.
Burnette
R— Nov. 26

StormAction
Over Bengal
p7~[
Drama (65)
807
Patric Knowles
Rochelle
Hudson
R
— Nov. 19

Santa Fe Stampede
R— Dec.Mesquiteers
17
Three
[is]
Western

lawless Valleyern
(59)
West
[4]

Annabel Takes a Tour
908
Comedy
[ii]
(61)
Jack Oakle
Lucille
Ball
R— Oct. 22

Law

George O’Brien
R — Nov.
5
Kay
Sutton

Ahveys
in Trouble
[4*]
Comedy
Drama (70)
914
Jane Withers
Jean Rogers
R — Aug. 20

Just
the Corner
(71) Around Drama
915
[il] Comedy
Shirley Temple
R
— Nov.
Bert
Lahr5

981

a
Dram
Young
In dy
Heart
(90)
[27] Come
Janet Gaynor
Douglas Fairbanks Jr.
R— Nov. 12

3013
Comedy
p
Service
De I.uxe (85)
C. Bennett-C. Ruggles
R — Oct. 22

ELLA
NWEAORNUE
SS-F.

Western
|2ij
Guilty Trails (57)
Bob Baker

3052

MI^ SC

FN369
[22] Melodrama
Girls on Probation (63)
Ronald Reagan
June Bryan
R— Oct. 29

Melodram
The
(78) a
[2r| Storm
Preston

Foster;

|2r|
last Action
ExpressDrama
(63)
K.
R— Taylor-D.
Oct. 8

3028

Brother Come
Rat dy
(89)
[29]
Wayne
Morris
Priscilla Lane
R — Oct. 22

FN355

5

Exposed n
(63)Drama
[4] Actio
Glenda Farrell
Otto

Kruger

3032

R — Nov.

26

Rangers

(57)

Peck's Bad Boy With
the Circus (68)
918
Drama
y
[25] Comed
Tommy
Kelly
R — Nov. 26
Ann Gillis

West of Tombstone
909
Western
[l8]
Harry
(72) Carey
R
— Nov.
Tim
Holt 19

Sharpshooters

(64)

Action
Brian
Donlevy-Lynn
[fg]
R — Sept.
24 Drama

and

the

|

Submarine

Patrol

(95)

Richard
Greene
R — Nov.
5
Nancy
Kelly
[25]
Action
Drama

916
Bari

1

909

Lady

His Exciting Night
[jj]
Comedy
Chas. Ruggles
Ona
Munson
R — Dec.
10

(63)
3036

Society
(70) Guys
Little
Tough

Drama
[25] Com.
Mary
Boland
R
— Nov. Auer
26
Mischa

in

3011

3053
Fay

Hard to Get (79)
WB310
Comedy
fjq
Dick Powell
Olivia de Havilland
R— Nov. 12

Vanishes (97)
GB8010
Melodrama
[J] aret
Lockwood
Marg
Paul Lukas
R — Oct. 15

Lady

98

On,

Drama
Com.
Gary
Ht] Cooper
R—
Nov.Oberon
26
Merle

Prairie Jnstice (67)
Western
fj] Baker-Dorothy
Bob

Kent

Come

863
Roy Rogers
R — Dec.8183
Western
[25]

(91)
Cowboy

3016

R-Nov.

(56)

fl2]
(65)
Nancy

Bonita

Drama

Drew,

WB319
Detective

Granville

Torchy Gets Her Man (62)
WB318
Drama
Glenda
[ig] Com. Farrell
R—
Oct. MacBane
15
Barton

The Frog ( . . )
[15] Melodrama
GB8011
Noah Beery-G. Taylor

Angels

With

Dirty

[26] Action
Drama
James
Cagney
(97)

Faces
FN351

R— Oct. 29
Pat O’Brien

j
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DECEMBER

J

T

9050
(63)

|~8~|
Western
Rio Grande
(57)
Charles Starrett
Ann Doran
R — Apr. 8

9011
Comedy
|30]
Blondie (72)
Penny Singleton
Arthur Lake R — Nov. 6

S
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W
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Hooking

22
15

21

A

DECEMBER

Buck

Jones

DECEMBER

17

Hhati

TO

CURRENT

DECEMBER

24

RELEASES

R — Dec.

31
JANUARY

8206
(57)

ern
California
Frontier
West
[15]

9202

GUIDE

29

24

Strange
Case ma
of Dr. 9022
[15]
Meade Dra
(66)

^4|
Comedy
Mystery
There’s
That
Woman9006
Again (70)
Melvyn Douglas
R— Dec.
Virginia

17
Bruce

Smashing

the

Spy

[29]
(63) Melodrama
Ralph Bellamy
R — Jan.
Fay
Wray 28

Ring
9015

7

|~5~| Melodrama
9035
Homicide
Bureau (59)
R— Feb. 11
B. Cabot-R. Hayworth

(For. Outside the Law)
J. Holt
R— Oct. 29
Water

Rustlers

(64)

Wl-l18
ern
Dorothy
Page;
R-Mar.
West
|f; |

|~6~| Action
Drama
Long
Shot (69)

^ [2]
Comedy
Flirting- With Fate
Joe E. Brown
Leo Carrillo
R — Dec. 3

914
(70)

ma(78) 915
Dra
Dramatic
School
jjTj
Luise Rainer
Alan Marshal
Paulette Goddard
R— Dec. 10

()A Christmas
ma
DraCarol
gg]
Reginald
Owen

(69)
917

Terry
R— Dec.Kilburn
17

The Girl Downstairs (77)
916
Drama
[23] Comedy
(For.
The Awakening
of
Katerina)

O0Sweethearts
(110) 910
|3q| Musical Drama
R — Eddy-J.
Dec. 24
N.
MacDonald

Franchot Tone
Franciska Gaal
R — Dec. 31

Gordon

Jones

Marsha

Hunt

313

R — -Dec.

Stand Up and Fight
e Beery
Wallac
cal Drama
Histori
fg]
Robert
R
— Jan. Taylor
7

31

(95)
918

8

[2] Com. Drama
Little Orphan Annie
Ann Gillis
R.

Kent

3814
(58)

R — Dec.

a
I[x4|
Am
a Dram
Criminal
John Carroll

(For. Little
Tex Ritter
R — Jan. 14

Kay
Linaker
R
— Dec.
3

Tenderfoot)

Frontiersmen
(74)
Western
fyg|
William Boyd

["9) Action
Drama
Ride
a Crooked
Mile 3815
(70)
Akim
Tamiroff
Frances Farmer
Leif Erikson
R — Dec. 10

3

[2]
Western
841
Western Jamboree (59)
Gene Autry
Smiley Burnette
R — Dec. 24

|~7~] Western
3861
Song of the Buekaroo
(60)

[5]
Orphans

3812
(73)

3856

Billy

(50)
3852

Sawyer,
Detective
Com.
Drama
3816
O'Connor

Cook

R — 'Dec.

Tough

Kid

(61)

R—
14 dram
F.
Darro-J.
Allena
Melo
pg]Jan.

3819

Rogers-Mary

Federal Man-Hunt
(64)
820
Melodrama
|27|
R. Livingston

[~6~| Action Drama
808
Fighting Thoroughbreds

J.

(65) Carlisle
Mary
Ralph
R
— Jan. Byrd
21

Travis

R — Jan.

14

R— Aug.

918

27

Pacific

924

(61)
Farm
on the
Down
920
Drama
y
p] Comed
Jones Family
Prouty
Jed
16 -S. Deane
R— Oct.

Thanks
for Everything
|23] Com. with Music 917
Adolphe
Menjou
(70)
Arleen Whelan
Jack
Oakie
R — Dec.
10

Trade Winds (94)
n Drama
Actio
March
Fredr
|22| ic
Fonta
Joan
31 ine
R — Dec.

[~2~] Action Drama
Strange Faces (66)
Dorothea Kent
Andy Devine
R — Dec. 10

3035

[9] Action Drama
Secrets of a Nurse
Edmund
Lowe
Helen Mack
R — Nov. 19

3022
(69)

fig)
Musical
3021
Swing, Sister,
Swing (69)
Ken
Murray-K.
Kane
R — Dec.
17

[ie|
Western
Ghost Town
Riders
Bob Baker

|T|

Drama

FN370

Comet Over Broadway
(69)
Kay Francis-John Litel
R— Dec. 17

[T| Western
Feud of the
Bob Steele

Metropolitan
Range

(. . )

p| Action Drama
FN362
©Heart
of the North
(74)
Dick Foran-G. Dickson
R — Dec. 17

|io| Negro Western Sack
Bronze Buekaroo
(. . )
Herbert Jeffrey
Mantan
Moreland

©Kentucky
(95)
Loretta
Young
|§o] Action
Drama
R — 'Dec. 24
Richard Greene

923

(76)

:: April 8, 1939

91 1

|~6~|
922
WhileAction
New Drama
York Sleeps
(61)
(For. Inside Story)
Michael Whalen
R — Oct.
22
Jean
Rogers

Duke of West Point
(105)
Louis ] Hayward
Drama
R[29
— Dec.
24
Joan
Fontaine

Newsboys
|23]
Action Home
Drama(73)3015
Jackie Cooper

laist
(63)
|~g~| Warning
Melodrama

Wendy
R — Jan. Barrie
28

Preston Foster
R
— Dec. Robinson
10
Frances

3027

3054
(54)

Dawn
Patrol
(103)WB303
p|
Action
Drama
Errol Flynn
Basil Rathbone
R — Dec. 24

Com. with Mus. FN359
Going Places (84)
Dick Powell
Anita
Louise
R—
Dec.
24

Harlem Rides the Range
Negro Western Sack
fy|(..)
Herbert Jeffrey
Mantan

OXOFFICE

Liner

Victor McLaglen
Drama
R
— Dec.
31
Action
[ji"|
Chester Morris

[~9~|
Comedy
lip the River (75)
Tony Martin
Phyllis Brooks
R — Nov. 12

3818

Hart

[1]
Comedy
910
Next Time I Marry (65)
(For. Trailer Romance)
Lucille Ball
James Ellison
R — Dec. 10

[2] Action Drama
Road Demon
(70)
Henry Arthur
Joan Valerie

(58)

Otto Kruger
R[jf]
— Jan.
14
Drama
on
Acti
Gail
Patrick

Shine on Harvest Moon
852
Western
|23|
(57)
Roy

Disbarred

Artists
Models
Abroadand(90)
3817
Comedy
[30|
R — Nov. 5
J. Benny-Joan
Bennett

24

Red River Range
(56)
864
Western
|22|
Three Mesqulteers

!

Tommy
Ryan
4)
(6
Bob Livingston
R — Dec. 17

Tom
|23|

(68)
Donald

Evelyn
R — Nov. Venable
26

819
ma
Dra
of the
Street

'

Wild Horse Canyon
Western
[21]
(For. Last Outlaw)
Jack Randall
R — Jan. 7

Moreland

99

AUGUST,
S

Soo/clnq
TO

A

JANUARY

14

JANUARY

[12]
Western
9203
Thundering: West (57)
Chas. Starrett
Iris Meredith

[51
Western
Trigger Pals (55)
Art Jarrett
Lee Powell
A1 St. John
R — Jan. 21

Hhatt

/
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[19]
Western
9212
Frontiers of ’49 (54)
B. Elliot-L. DeAlcanlz
R — Mar. 11

[20]
Drama
301
Exile Express (60)
Anna Sten-Alan Marshal
R — Feb. 18

ern
West
[2o| ’Em
Hide
Cowgirl
Dorothy Page
R — Jan. 28
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FEBRUARY

11

18

j!

V

[27] Wolf
Melodrama
Lone
Spy Hunt 9014
(67)

|~9~|
Western(57) 9204
Texas Stampede
C.

Daughter)
(For.
Lone Wolf’s
Warren
William
Ida Luplno
R — Jan. 28

Starrett-I.

Meredith

.

ilao

North of Shanghai (59)
|lp]
Action
9038
R— Mar.
11 Drama
B.
Furness-J.
Craig

To

rn ( . 327
Crashing
Through
. )
Weste
[20I
(Renfrew Series)
James Newill

the

Rescue

(. . )

[jo]
Renfrew Western
Series

328

WI-2
(62)
! L

[13] Action
Burn ’Em
(67)

Drama
Up

919

Four GirlsDra
In White
(70)
921
ma
[27]
F. Rice-A. Marshal
A. Rutherford R — <Jan. 28

O’Connor

Dennis O’Keefe
R — Jan. 14

Honolulu
[~3~| Com.

(86)
with

Music

922

Eleanor Powell-Burns
Allen-Robert Youhg
R — Feb. 4

&

Huckleberry Finn (91)
923
Drama
R—
Feb.
18y
Comed
[iq] Rooney-W.
M.
Connolly

Fast

and

Loose

(791

edy
Robert
Montgomery
Com
|]7|
Rr— Feb. 18Russell
Rosalind

924

^

^

Drama
Idiot’s
Delight
(3 07) 920
[27] Comedy
Norma
Shearer
Clark

Gable

R — Feb.

4

8-11
§
151
Melodrama
Convict’s Code (63)
Ann Nagel
Robert Kent
R — Feb. 18

3822
Drifting
Westward
ern
West
[25]
Jack Randall
R — Mar. 25

(49)
3854

Navy
SecretsDrama
(60)
3805
11 1 Action
R — Feb.
18
Fay
Wray-G.
Withers
Little
Pal
[~3~|
Drama

(66)
Reissue

Sundown
on the Prairie
3862
(53)
Western
[5]
R
—
April
Tex Ritter 1

(ill

3828

sai

(For. The Healer)
M. Rooney-R. Bellamy
[13J
Drama
Zaza (86)
Claudette Colbert
Herbert Marshall
R — Jan. 7

3819

[20| Melodrama
Ambush
(62)

3820

Gladys Swarthout
Lloyd Nolan
R — Jan. 21

flo| Mystery-Comedy
809
Mysterious Miss X (62)
Mary
Hart
Michael Whalen
R — Jan. 21

Paris Honeymoon
Musical
[27]
B.
Gaal
R — Crosby-F.
Dec. 24

(85)
3821

[~3~[
Mus.
St. Louis

Romance
Blues
(87) 3822

Lloyd Nolan
Dorothy
Lamour
R — Jan. 28

Persons

Pride Action
of the Drama
Navy (63)
[26]
822
James
Dunn
Rochelle Hudson
R — Jan. 28

|55[
Arizona Western
Legion (58)

982

|~3~| Comedy
Fisherman’s

Geo. O’Brien
R — Jan. 14

Hiding

(69)
3823

Woman
Doctor (65)
808
Drama
[5]
F.
Inescort
R — Feb. 4
Home

[13]
Comedy
913
Great Man Votes (70)
John Barrymore
Peter Holden
R — Jan. 14

in

e
Lynn
Over
Drama
n man
[iq] Actio
R — Carrol
Jan. 28Naish
J.

Drama
Wharf

844
(71)

Bobby Breen
R — Feb.
4
Leo
Carrillo

on

the

Prairie

(58)

R
Feb. 18
G.— Autry-S.
Burnette
Western
[iq]

842

Boy Slaves (71)
(For. Pure
Anne
Shirleyin Mind)
ama
[Jqj Melodr
R — Jan.Daniel
21
Roger

911

Forged Passport (64)
R—
11
PaulFeb.
Kelly-June
Lang

|2o|
Smiling

Musical
Along (85)

G. Fields-M.
R — Dec. 17

933

Maguire

|27] Outdoor
921
©Jesse
JaniesDrama
(105)
T. Power-N. Kelly
H. Fonda
R — Jan. 21

|~3~|
Arizona Comedy
Wildcat (69) 929
Jane
Leo

Tail

Spin

(83)

Withers
Carrillo

R — Nov.

12

925
ma
Alice
Faye-C.
BennettActi
KellyDra
R[jqj
—Nancy
Feb.
4on

Lugosi

Patrol

(73)

McLag’en
ama
Dr

The
(72) Three

Reissue

Musketeers

a 927
pTj Rom. Com. Dram
RitzFeb.
Bros.11-Don AmecheR—
Binnie Barnes

Trip

[13] Horror Drama
Son of Frankenstein
Basil Rathbone
Boris Karloff
Bela

823

J^Gunga
Din Dra
(117)
Doug
Fairbanks
jr.
912
ma
R
— Feb.
4
Action
[17]
Joan Fontalne-C. Grant

Victor
[17]

[2o|
Melodrama
926
Mr. Moto’s Last Warning (71) R — July 30
P. Lorre-R. Cortez
[12I
Comedy
Topper Takes a
(78)
Connie Bennett
Roland Young
R — Jan. 7

Melodrama

[Jq]

Lost

[13] Action Drama
928
Charlie Chan in Honolulu (65) R — Dec. 24
S. Toler-P. Brooks

: j,

3824
dy
Come
Two
Weeks
With
jj
R — Feb. 4
'
Boy Trouble (74)
i^
S,
C. Ruggles
Pay)
R

1^7]
(For.

Made for Each Other
|~[5] Comedy
Drama
(85)
Carole Lombard
R— Feb. Stewart
11
Jimmy

3004
(94)

R — Jan.

[13]
Western
Honor of the West
B. Booker-M. Bell

21

[20] Action Drama
3023
Gambling Ship (60)
Robert Wilcox
Helen Mack
R — Dec. 24

[~3~[ Action
3033
Pirates
of the Drama
Skies (61)
Rochelle Hudson
Kent Taylor

Phantom

Stage

(57)

Bob
Western
|Yo|Baker
Marjorie Reynolds

3056

3055
(58)

[13] Com. Drama
WB307
They Made Me a
Criminal (89)
John Garfield
R — Jan. 7

[21] Com. Drama
WB314
Off the Record (68)
(For. Unfit to Print)

|2§]
WB317
King Melodrama
of the Underworld
(69)

Pat O’Brien
Joan Blondell
R — Jan. 28

Kay Francis
Humphrey
R
— Jan. 14 Bogart

|~4~] Action Drama
FN371
Torchy in Chinatown
(58)
Glenda Farrell
Barton MacLane

Wings of the Navy (89)
[ll] Action Drama WB309
Geo. Brent
Olivia
R — Jan.de 21Havilland

King of the Turf (87)
Adolphe Menjou
R — Feb. Costello
18
Dolores
ma
[17] Action Dra

Honest
(76) an
You
Can’tMan
Cheat
3005
Comedy
Jy7|
W.
C.
Fields
R — Feb. 25
Bergen and McCarthy

Drew, Reporter
Nancy
FN372
Drama
[pi] Com.
R
Jan.
28
B.—(67)
Granville-J.
Litel

1

[l5| Western Metropolitan
Smoky
Trails ( . . )
Bob Steele

S
100
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Booking
A

31

FEBRUARY
Action

Drama

ly Son Is a
(59)
lan Baxter

MARCH

25

4

MARCH

|28|
Let
Us

Drama
Live
(69)

H. Fonda-M.
R — Feb. 18

9007

O’Sullivan

|acqueline Wells
Mar. 18

MARCH

11

9029

Criminal

GUIDE

TO

18

the
Meets dy
Blondi
(70) e Come
[g]

9009
Boss

Lone
Pioneers
[16] Star
Western
Bill Elliot

(For. Blondie Steps
Penny Singleton
Arthur Lake
R — Mar. 4

Out)

Dorothy

MARCH
(56)
9213

[~3~|
Comedy
Pygmalion
(87)
Leslie Howard
Wendy
Hiller
R — Dec. 10

|j] Action Drama
3822
Star Reporter (62)
iV. Hull-Marsha
Hunt
R — Feb. 25

|~j~| Western
Rolling Westward
Tex Ritter
R — Apr. 1

980

3863
(57)

Ice Follies of 1939
]
Ho
Joan
Crawford
Jimmy
Stewart
Lew Ayres
R — Mar. 11

[8~|
Action
Drama
Mystery
Plane
(60)
(Form. Sky Pirate)
John

Trent

&hatt

CURRENT

RELEASES

25

Whispering
|24] Action Enemies
Drama
R — Holt-D.
Jan. 7 Costello
J.

APRIL

1

(63)
9023
North

Gulliver

Yukon

of

(64)

Drama
n tt
[30] Actio
Chas.
Starre
Linda Winters

9205

Drama

930

. ) the RedRomance woods .(of
[30] Outdoor Drama
C.

4] Drama With Music 926
-et Freedom Ring (85)
lelson Eddy
Virginia Bruce
1— Feb. 25

W

(82)
925

Within Melodrama
the Law
(65)928
[17]
Ruth
Hussey-Paul
R — Mar.
18

Kelly

Bickford-J.

Parker

(SO)
Sergeant Madden
927
e BeeryDrama
I24] Action
Wallac
Curtis
Alan
R— Mar. 25

3809

R — Mar.

(59)

3854

Midnight (93)
[24] Comedy
Drama
Claudette Colbert
Don
Ameche
R)
— Mar.
11

3828

Trigger Smith
Jack Randall

4

Society Lawyer
(78)
R
1
V.— Apr.
Bruce-Walter
Pidgeon

[g~| Melodrama
Mystery
of Mr. Wong3806
(67) R — Mar. 18
Boris Karloff-D. Tree
Western
■)unset Trail
W. Boyd
!

3857

(68)
R — Oct.

Drama

|~3~[
Drama
Cafe Society (83)
Madeleine Carroll
Fred MacMurray
R— Feb. 11

29

3825

. one third of a nation
(75)
Sldney-L. Erlkson
!R — Feb. 11

3826

[ip]
Comedy
Beachcomber,
The
Charles Laughton
Elsa Lanehester
R — Dec. 3

3863
(89)

[3] Action Drama
917
12 Crowded Hours (64)
Richard Dix
Lucille Ball
R— Feb. 18

|25]

Comedy

FN357

My Barling
ter (85)
Priscilla Lane
Jeffrey Lynn
R — Feb. 11

Daugh-

Yes,

BOXOFFICE

April

Bough
Boundup
J13] Itiders
Western
853
(58)
Rogers-M.
Hart
RR.— Mar.
25

My
Wife’s
Relatives
[20]
Comedy
Higeins
R — Mar. Family
11

(65)
810

Western

Mexicali Rose (58)
Gene Autry
Western
[27]
R — Apr. 1
Smiley Burnette

3858

843

Trouble in Sundown
(57)
[24]
983
R
— Mar. Western
11
Geo. O’Brien

Almost a Gentleman
R — Mar. 11
J. Ellison-H.
Wood
Drama
[31]

Everybody’s Baby (62)
[24]
Comedy
Drama
935
R
— Dec.
3
Jones
Family

villes (80)
Hound
of the Basker936
Melodrama
[31]
R.
GreeneBarrie
R
— Apr.
1 W.
B. Rathbone

[17]
RoomMelodrama
(58)
Mystery
of the White3037

Three
Girls
[24]Grow
Com.Smart
with(87)
Music
Up

Family

B.— Cabot-H.
R
Apr. 1

Deanna
Durbin
Nan Grey
R — Mar. 25

Hugh
Herbert
Joy Hodges
Comedy
1]
(3

(71)
Island FN361
Blackwell’s Drama
Action4
[25]
RJ.
— Garfield-R.
Mar.
Lane

John Melodrama
Litel
[J]
WB323
R—
Mar. 25Lindsay
Margaret

[io|
Melodrama
918
The Saint
Strikes Back
(64)
Geo. Sanders- W.
Barrie
R — Feb. 18

(65)

920

i

[T|
Comedy
Wife, Husband and
Friend (75)
Loretta Young
Warner
Baxter
R — Feb. 18

930

[Jo]
Action
Inside
Story Drama
(61)

934

Michael Whalen
Jean Rogers
R— Oct. 22

[3] Outdoor Drama
Stagecoach (92)
Claire Trevor
John Wayne
R— Feb. 11

3024
Drama
| HU
1 Society Smugglers (70)
(For. Key Woman)
Preston Foster
Irene Hervey
i R— Mar. 11

Sudden Money
(62)
R — Mar. 25
C. Ruggles-M.
Rambeau
3829
edy
Com
IH

HI

915
Comedy
[24]
Beauty for the Asking
(64)
L. Ball-D. Wood
R — Jan. 28

[24] Action Drama
931
Pardon Our Nerve (68)
| Lynn Bari-G. Williams
R — Nov. 19

3827
(57)

Silver on the Sage (68)
R — Feb.
Wm.
Boyd18 (Hopalong)

If~6~]
Was Melodrama
a Convict (62) 824
Barton MacLane
Beverly Roberts
R— Feb. 25

Reissue
[l7| Drama
Star of Midnight (90)
1 G. Rogers-Wm.
Powell

[17] of
Melodrama
King
Chinatown
Akim
Tamiroff
Anna
May Wong
R — Mar. 11

[17] Com. Princess
with MuSic
©Little
(93) 932
Shirley Temple
Richard
Greene
R— Feb. 25

Prison

Without Bars
Drama
[15]
Edna
Best
(79)
Corinne
Luchaire
R— Feb. 25

|~3~] Melodrama
3029
Kisky Business (78)
Geo. Murphy
Dorothea Kent
R— Mar. 11

ma (90) 3014
Spirit
Culver
[ip] of Dra
Jackie Cooper
Freddie Bartholomew
R — Mar. 4

|~4~| Action Drama
WB320
Secret Service of the
Air (61)
Ronald Reagan
John Litel
R — Feb. 11

Oklahoma
Kid (80)
[ll] Outd’r Drama
WB308
James Cagney
Rosemary Lane
Humphrey
Bogart
R — Mar. 18

Mack

3001

On

8, 1939

|l8|
Action Drama
WB321
Adventures
Arden (58) of Jane
R.

Towne

R — Feb.

18

Trial

Next

Door

(63)

(62)

FEBRUARY,
S

Hooking
A

GUIDE E

[~3~| Comedy
9013
l ady and the Mob
(65)
Fay Bainter-Ida LupinoLee Bowman
R — Mar. 11

TO

(2katt

S

CURRENT

fl2|
Drama
9030
First Offenders (61)
Walter Abel
Beverly Roberts
R — Mar. 11

Western
D. O’Keefe-F.
R — Apr. 8

[5]
Melodrama
Undercover Agent
Russell Gleason
Shirley Deane

[12]
Drama
Streets of
New York 3802
(73)
Jackie Cooper
Marjorie Reynolds

3824
(56)

From
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[l6] Comes
Western
Law
to Texas 9214
(57)Elliott
Bill

M.

Rooney-L.

High

Stone

S

M
3

(5] Comedy
- Music
Never
Say Die
(80)

Raye

[14] Melodrama
3831
Bulldog Drummond’s
Secret Police (55)
Howard

6

1940

T

F1

S2

S

7

8

9

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
28
21 29
22 30
23 24 25 26 27

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23

M

T

W

T

F

S

30

Prairie Nights ( . . )
Chas.
|27| Starrett
Western
Iris Meredith

Only
Angels
Wings
( . . ) Have
C.
||o]Grant-J.
Action Arthur
Drama

932

Calling I)r. Kildare ( . . )
Lew Ayres-Lynn Carver
Lionel Barrymore

[19] Melodrama
Wanted
by Scotland 3829
Yard (62)

Lucky

Night

Myrna
[5]

Loy-Robert
Comedy

(. . )
Taylor
933

Boys
Reformatory
Frankie Darro

[T| Action

James Stephenson
Betty Lynne

(. . )

Drama

Hundred to One Shot(.
Melvyn Douglas
[12]
LouiseAction
Platt Drama

Wolf
( . . )Drama
|~g~| Call
Action
John

Carroll-Movita

UnionOutdoor
Pacific Drama
(. . )
[~5].
Barbara Stanwyck

Some

Like

Joel

Bob Hope-Shirley
Gene Krupa

[~5~1
Man
FromWestern
Wyoming 3864
(. . )
Ritter

3832

Bob
Hope-Martha
R
— Mar.
11

J.

W

5

24 25 26 27 28 29

Tex

[7]
Comedy
3830
I’m From
Missouri (77)
Bob Burns-Gladys George
R — Mar. 25

T
4

APRIL,

1940

31

Drama
The
Hardys
Bide
|2l|
Comedy
(■ ■)

Rice

T

4
5
6
7
11 12 13 14
18 19 20 21
25 26 27 28

929

[T] Drama
with Music 931
Broadway
Serenade (113)
J. MacDonald-L.
Ayres
R — Apr. 8

Kid

M

MARCH,

1940

R — Apr.

[12]
Western
Night Riders (..)
Three Mesquiteers
R — Apr. 8

[2l|
Drama
3833
Back
(. .) Door to Heaven

tucky (. . )
(28]
The Comedy
Lady’s Drama
From

Wallace Ford-Aline McMahon-Patricia
Ellis

Ellen

3834
Ken-

Drew-George

Raft

McCrea

It

[12]

Musical

Sorority

House

Hot

(. . )

Ross

8

865

Fronti
(19]er Western
Pony Express854

Street of Missing Men
(■ •) Action
I25]
Drama
Chas.

(. . Rogers
)
Roy
Mary Hart

Bickford-H.

Carey

f~5~|
Western
Three Texas Steers
The

Three

866
(. . )

Mesquiteers

Blue Montana
Skies(..)
|28|
Western
844
Gene Autry-June Storey
[7] Comedy
Love Affair

Drama
(87)

Irene Dunne-Chas.
R — Mar. 18

916
Boyer

[14] Action
They Made
(67)

Drama
920
Her a Spy

Sally
R—
Mar.Eilers-Allan
25

Fixer
Dugan Drama
(..)
|2l) Action
Lee

Tracy-Peggy

922

Lane

[7]
Drama
Muthering Heights
Merle Oberon
Laurence Olivier
R — Apr. 1

[7] Comedy
East Side

(. .)

B.

937

R — Astaire-G.
Mar. 18
F.

[IS]
Story

of Drama
Alexander
Graham
Bell (..)
Don
Ameche-Loretta
Young-Henry
Fonda
R — Apr. 8

938

Inspector Hornleigli
Gordon Harker
Miki Hood

Ed

(. . )

WTB316
Women
in rama
the Wind
(65)
Melod
|l5]
Kay Francis
Wm.
Gargan
R-Feb. 4

Rogers

Return
of theDrama
Cisco
[28]
Outdoor

(..)
Warner
Lynn

Kid
940

Baxter

Bari-Henry

Hull

Dark Victory
Bette Davis
George

Brent;

[~5~| Action
Drama
Chasing
Danger
(60) 941
Preston Foster
R — Jan. 7
Lynn Bari

Rose of Washington
Square ( . . )
Alice
(12] Faye
Musical

942

Tyrone
A1
JolsonPower
Climbing High (..)
|28]
Musical
Jessie Matthews

8012

[~5~|
Action
Captain
FuryDrama
(. . )
Burke

Victor McLaglen-June
Lang-Brian Aherne

For Love or
June Comedy
Lang
[28]
Robt.

Money
Drama

(..)

Kent

Sullivan

Drama

102

945

Big
(. . )
[21] Town
Action Czar
Drama
Barton MacLane
Eve Arden

Blondell

|~8~| Outd’r Drama
WB304
©Dodge
City (104)
Errol Flynn
Olivia de Havilland
R — -Apr. 8

Stuart

Melodrama

Zenobia (71)
[21]
Comedy
Oliver Hardy-Billie
Harry
Langdon
R — Mar. 18

(103)

With Music
of Heaven

Crosby-J.

[21] Comedy
Winner
Take Drama
All (61) 939
Tony
Martin-Gloria
R — Feb.
25

(. . )

Anne Comedy
Shirley-J.
Ellison
[12]
Drama

Story
Vernon
[28]
Musical
Irene ofCastle
(92) and838

[~7~| Biog. Drama
919
Flying Irishman (73)
Douglas
Corrigan
R — Mar. 11

[~7~[ Melodrama
Mr. Moto on Danger
Island (64)
Peter Lorre
Jean Hersholt
Amanda
Duff
R — Mar. 18

[28]
Melodrama
923
G-Dog
(..) Tim
Holt

Shannon

FN354
(106)
R-Mar.

11

Sweepstakes
Winner
(. . )
[29]
Comedy
FN373
M. Wilson-J. Davis

[~5~| Action Drama
Code of the Streets
Harry Carey
Frankie
Juanita

(. . )

Thomas
Quigley

|~6~| Action Drama
Confessions of a Nazi
Spy G.
( . . Robinson
)
Edw.
Lya Lys

Torc'.y

Runs

for

Mayor

(• •)

Glenda
Farrell
n Drama
[23] Actio
R
— April MacLane
1
Barton
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SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT,

THEATRES.

(-learina 4jouie

SERVICES

Classified Ads 10c Per Word, Payable in Advance.
GENERAL

USED

EQUIPMENT

Minimum

THEATRES

EQUIPMENT

DUO “SOUND MASTER”
sound heads
with the gyro-stabilizer. Amplifiers with
copper oxide rectified DC exciter supply.

COMPLETE
RCA SOUND EQUIPMENT,
ready to install. $300. THEATRE
SOUND
SERVICE, Rochester, N. Y.

Speakers. Two-way horn systems. If not
at your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

FOR
DeVry

SALE — Practically new portable
35mm complete booth: projectors,

sound,

lamps and metal booth. Reasonable. Stanley Theatre Supply Co., 1235
Wabash, Chicago.

BUY
cash

NOW — We

will quote

you

special

prices, 15% above MANUFACTURING cost — all silent multiple rotor blowers; all sizes of washed air units. If interested, get in touch with us. These prices

are good until May 1. DEALERS WANTED. Rainbow Mist Spray Nozzles, lots of
100 or more — 32c. Years of experience has
taught us how to serve you. Several slightly used blowers for sale — BARGAIN. Peterson “Freezem” Manufacturing & Sales
Co., 2620 Charlotte St., Kansas City, Mo.
LIBERAL

TIME

PAYMENT

PLAN

POPCORN
FOR
good

SALE

—

MACHINE,

condition. Write for details.
TAN THEATRE, Sparta, N. C.

SPAR-

CHAIRS

FOR SALE — 500 upholstered theatre
chairs, spring bottom. Contact McArthur
Theatre Equipment Co., 2501 Cass Ave.,
Detroit.

EQUIPMENT

HERE’S
American

REAL VALUE —
1,250 used
Seating chairs, with inserted

panel backs, re-upholstered box-spring
seats; entirely refinished, $2.50 each. First
come, first served. S.O.S. Cinema Supply
Corp., New

Air Conditioning — MAGIC WEATHER —
100% performance. 1,000% customer satisfaction; silent operation; low first cost;
low operating cost. Write for testimonial
folder and prices. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
DUO “SOUND MASTER”— The Golden
Voice of the Silver Screen. New low cost
economy and junior models. If not at
your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
DUO

York.

USED
SEATS— 5,000 full-upholstered
Hey wood and American. 2,000 with linen
covers. Excellent condition, real bargain.
Stanley Theatre Supply
Wabash, Chicago.

Co., 1235

South

4,000 used American, Heywood and Irwin chairs with upholstered spring-cushion seats; excellent condition; priced very
reasonable. Cinema Seating Co., 4431 N.
Kimball, Chicago, 111.

SEAT

RECOVERING

ARTIFICIAL LEATHER
MOLESKIN—
81c per yd.; Sateen, 60c yd. Six seats
from two yards. Samples on request.

COMMUNICATIONS

AIR CONDITIONING

WALL
$1.00

TYPE

each

BATTERY

instrument.

TELEPHONES,
Service

between

boxoffice, booth, stage, etc. D’ARMAND
SUPPLY
CO., Grant-Grandview Ave.,
Portsmouth, Ohio.

DOOR
ALL
New
Door

MAKES

CLOSERS
Door

Closers

repaired.

Closers for every door. Prompt service. Quotations on request. Columbus
Closer Co., 209 East Long
bus, Ohio.

THEATRE

St., Colum-

TICKETS

WILL

BE

116 Merrimac

St., Bos-

to hear

from

parties in Indiana and elsewhere who
have theatres for lease or one who would
like to lighten the load and take a vacation and put me in charge while away.
Will Brenner, Winchester, Ind.
BUY, LEASE, OR RENT
small town
theatre —
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois.
B-1107, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

TRAVELING

SHOWS

FOR SALE — Complete traveling show,
new tent. Pennington, Station A, Abilene,
Texas.

NOTICES
The public auction of the leasehold on
three theatres in Middletown, Connecticut, set for April 11, 1939, is cancelled.
There will be no sale.

POSITIONS

WANTED

MANAGER — 9 years’ experience; young,
interested in future; married; go anywhere.
B-1105, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas

HELP

WANTED

ADVANCE
AGENT,
AGENCIES— SEX
PICTURE.
Sensational money-getter.
Wide theatre acquaintances, ability; car

If you haven't received your copy of the
New 1938-39 PICTURE GUIDE, it is because you may have overlooked prompt
renewal of your subscription to BOXOFFICE. For your convenience, and as a
RUSH ORDER to our circulation department, use the form below.
BOXOFFICE

BE SMART— THRIFTY— COOL!
Buy
S.O.S. direct-shot blowers. Equipped with
variable speed drive, Fafnir bearings. From
$39.50. Write S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp.,
New York.

DATE

WANTED

INTERESTED

necessary. Percentage. TRIPPE ROADSHOW ATTRACTIONS, Guntersville, Ala.

ATTRACTIVE
PRICES
on new and
slightly used air conditioning units, air
filters, washers, blowers, compressors
(refrigeration), cooling coils, heating coils,
motors, pumps, stokers. Cash or deferred
payments on approved credit. Write us
your requirements. Conditioned Air Co.,
926 N. Cass St.. Milwaukee. Wis.

THEATRE

give
the
McBufbar-

City, Mo.

“LIGHT MASTER”
super low intensity projection lamps. More light at no
increase in operating cost. If not at your
dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

Commercialeather,
ton.

SALE

(year ’round). Will show books or
two weeks’ trial, providing you meet
following: Price $35,000, half cash.
Intyre, Theatre Broker, 312 Lisbon,
falo, N. Y. Send for catalog of other
gains in United States, Canada.

THEATRES

POPCORN

THEATRE

FOR

*

THEATRE — New York State, 375 seats,
drawing population 3,150, no competition.
Admission 30c- 15c. Profit $135 week

MACHINES

NOW

AVAILABLE!
Re-equip your theatre at
our low catalog prices. S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

NEW

South

$1.00. Display Rates on Request

[

] $2.00
[

STRIPS

:

Please enter my subscription to BOXOFFICE,
52 issues per year (13 of which contain The
MODERN
THEATRE
Section), including the
NEW
BOXOFFICE
PICTURE
GUIDE,
DATE
A RECORD
BOOK.
For

I Year

] Remittance

[

Enclosed

] $3.50
[

For

] Send

2 Years
Invoice

THEATRE

UNEXCELLED
QUALITY— 50 rolls stock
tickets, $12.50; 20 rolls, $5.80; 100,000 special printed rolls or machine tickets,
$14.90. Shipping charges paid to 1,000
miles. Cash with order. Kansas City Ticket
Co., Dept. B, 1717 Wyandotte St., Kansas
City, Mo.
BOXOFFICE

:: April

8, 1939

FLASH!!!

Modern,

Durable,

Beautiful,

Extraordinary — that describes 20th Century RAINBOW COLORED
metal theatre
date strips. Size 4"xl4". Price 15c each.
You MUST see these. Send 15c for sample. DEALERS WANTED.
20th Century
Plating, Erie, Pa.
•

STREET

ADDRESS

TOWN

STATE

NAME
POSITION

Address copy to BOXOFFICE,
Forms close Monday
noon

4704 E. Ninth St., Kansas City,
preceding publication date.

Mo.

BLAZING A BROAD NEW TRAIL TO BETTER BUSINESS
By the persistent advocacy
PEAL through property

of HOUSE

AP-

modernization

as a

specific restorative to the American
going habit. The
of BOXOFFICE

Modern

Theatre

something

about

who

applied

determination

it . . . Thousands

and will be further confirmed.
dustry is now

INSURING

its own

movie-

. . . In blazing this broad

section

business.

has infused the theatre op-

erating industry with

been

to do

been

The

Modern

Theatre

liberally supported

— advertisers who

new

The in-

prosperity

trail to better
section has

by manufacturers

supply the means

of prop-

of owners
erty modernization. They, too, have profited

have

all sorts of promotional
handsomely

nostrums

with

negative,

APPEAL
gible, results have
that HOUSE
which

APPEAL

come

the public responds

most

heartily —

our persistent pre-

scription of the only reliable remedy

issue of APRIL

. . . And

now

with customary

thor-

to the conclusion
oughness, clarity and

is the one attraction to

at the boxoffice . . . Thus

through our heraldry of HOUSE

or at best negli-

29th:

has

important
will be
Your

"FLOOR

contingency

featured

reading

consistency,
of house

another
attraction

in the forthcoming

time will again

issue.

be rewarded.

COVERINGS”
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id Canada,

l-'oreltni $10.

NATIONAL

EDITION

THE 10 BEST
PICTURES OF
1939!
A Prediction by Leo of M-G-M
I saw “GOODBYE,

MR.

I saw a picture which

CHIPS”.

is assured of a top spot among

this year’s Ten Best.
I saw Robert

Donat’s performance

as “Mr. Chips”,

destined to be a leading contender
Academy Award.

for this year’s

I saw a new star born to the box-offices of the world,
Miss Greer Garson, whose

beauty shines from the

screen with tenderness and truth, stirring hearts that
seek your theatre for emotional
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer presents
ROBERT DONAT in “GOODBYE,
MR. CHIPS" with GREER GARSON.
A Sam Wood production. Screen
Play by R. C. Sherriff, Claudine
West, Eric Maschwitz. From the
book by James Hilton. Produced
by Victor Saville.

I saw an entertainment
the immortal

works

thrill.

that will take its place among
of the screen, a picture for

humanity’s masses, to be beloved by people in every
walk of life, to be played with sensational success
now

and to be revived in years to come.

I am proud of “GOODBYE, MR. CHIPS” for it is
typical of the attractions which have made M-G-M
a symbol to picture-goers of the finest in films.

Picked for 1 939 's new female
star sensation, Miss Greer
Garson as Katherine in

Picked for J939’s Best Male
Performance Award, Robert
Donat as "Mr. Chips.”
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NOTHING could be more fair. Proponents of the Neely bill, if they are open minded,
must bow to the logic in Sidney R. Kent's long view approach.
He was talking before the Senate subcommittee conducting hearings
pulsory block booking hearing.

on

the anti-com-

"All of us must bow to public opinion. We recognize that as much as anyone. We say
there is as much public opinion in favor of block booking as there is against it, but we say
that even if the opinion against block booking were overwhelming and that, as a trade
practice, it should be legislated against, we still maintain that this bill is not good legislation from any standpoint except for that of the minority who have sponsored it and we
further believe before legislation of this or any other type is adopted a thorough and
complete study should be made by some agency that will bring in the facts from all parts
of the industry and not just from one.
"This is no ordinary measure. If not passed this year, no one will be injured. We are
certainly not opposing the making of a most thorough study if the methods of block booking and blind buying have outlived their usefulness. If they have, the problem will be taken
up on that basis. We can contribute many important facts to such a study that are not in
the possession of this committee and certainly not in the possession of those who wrote
bill."spokesman
this As

for the majors, Kent, of course,

opposes

the Neely, or any

similar, bill

on the ground it is non-essential, that it would impose upon the producer great economic
stringency and shoot up the cost of film to the exhibitor and, thus, to the public; that cancellations under trade practice formulation, in effect and in practice, reduce the onus, real
or fanciful, of compulsory block booking.
He makes it very clear he will fight to the finish against a change which will eliminate the practice from the current system of selling. But, and significantly, he also makes
it clear there are no doors which he is irrevocably locking.
He is merely asking for an exhaustive investigation in an effort at an accurate appraisal
of the whole situation, not a part of it as championed by Allied and not a part of it as
championed by public groups confined to those now lined up for the elimination, by law,
of sales in blocks.
The issue and the consequences are large enough to be carried beyond the limitations
Senatorial committee room in Washington and into the country at large for investigators, under proper authority, to do an impartial, but all-embracing, job. What would be
wrong with learning how the industry, down the road to its lowliest exhibitor, thinks about
the issue? Let their opinion, as far as possible removed from propaganda applied by
pressure groups in either camp, formulate the answer and let guesswork be damned. What
too, would be wrong with applying the same yardstick to all public groups who want
to enter the fray?
of a

Block booking "evils," real or fanciful, have blossomed into full grown stature. Distributors are all for the maintenance of the system. Allied, and some public groups, are
against. Both, naturally, feel they are right. But there is a method of endeavoring to find
out and Kent, having named it, now indicates the majors are willing to learn.
What

has Allied to say to that?

\{
»

40,000 AMUSEMENT SEATS AT WORLD'S FAIR;
6,500 EXCLUSIVELY FOR FILMS AT NO GATE
Screens in 22 Buildings,
Some With Eight Shows
Daily, Are Certain
By LEONARD
(Copyright,
World’s

1939,

Fair,

WEISBERG

Associated
Flushing,

will be approximately

Publications)
N.

Y. — There

40,000 amusement
Fair, which
World’s
York
seats at the New
is slated to open in two weeks. Of these,
about 6,500 seats are in auditoriums designed exclusively for pictures. The films
will be exhibited in 22 buildings, in some
instances up to eight times a day, and
their sponsors, either commercial, municipal or foreign, will ask no admission. Top
admission to about 32,000 seats where a
charge has already been fixed is 40 cents,
although the operators of elaborate talent
shows have yet to set their scales.
These

are the salient facts to be considered by theatre operators in the New
York area who are wondering about competition this spring, summer and fall. The
exhaustive survey was prepared in cooperation with Michael J. DeAngelis, architect
whose work is prominently represented at
the Fair.
For months now local theatre men, affiliated and independent, have been none
too cheerful over the prospect of competing
with the Fair’s various attractions. It has
already been estimated that to see the
many attractions offered at the Flushing Meadows would consume daily attendance for three weeks. It remains a question of how many permanent Gotham residents will be so minded. Yet the possible
loss of their patronage at theatres would
reach from Manhattan to all five boroughs
and New Jersey, which means the neighborhood houses of major circuits as well as
independents.
The hundreds of thousands of visitors
from all points of the country are not expected to find their way into many Broadway deluxers, their operators feel. On
more than one occasion, managers for
majors’ Main Stem show windows have
said: “A first run picture and the most
elaborate stage show tossed in won’t mean
a thing.” At that, there are presently
but five Broadway film houses with stage
shows: the Music Hall, Roxy, State, Paramount and Strand. The State is second
rim.
There is more than a hopeful attitude
on the part of legitimate impresarios, who
expect attendance to be swelled substantially by the out-of-towners. If the present plan to install large-scale television receivers in three Broadway theatres materializes, this may develop into a sizeable
attraction. Visitors to the Fair, however,
will have little opportunity to take in
practical television demonstrations, the
(Continued on page 5)
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Film " Theatres " at the Fair —
Upper photograph is a model of the imposing Federal Building; here the industry’s “Cavalcade of America” will be shown. Below it is the City of New
York’s exhibit and immediately above is an architect’s sketch of the Belgian
Pavilion. These three illustrations are designed to convey an idea of the
scope of the fair and the type of exhibits in which films are to be a regular
attraction at no charge to the public. The attractive French Pavilion , in
model, is shown on the next page.
BOXOFFICE

:: April 15, 1939

500 Seats in This Fair Exhibit for Films on Regular

Schedule —

Model of the French Pavilion at the World’s Fair. It includes an auditorium to seat 500 in which films — French travelogues,
industrials and documentaries — are to he run off on a set schedule and without charge to the public. The exhibit will cost
the French Government approximately $4,000,000.

Worry Indicated in
Cash Gift Boost
(Continued

from page 4)

only exhibit thus far planned for the new
medium being confined to special viewing
rooms in the RCA Building which are
limited to standing room of about 160
persons.
Currently, there is one tangible indication of the extent to which affiliated
chains, independent circuits and small subsequent run operators are worried. In recent weeks all of them have experimented
with tripling the usual cash giveaway
prizes. In a few instances, the money
games have been functioning on Sundays,
a practice heretofore unknown. This may
yet prove to be some sort of theatremen’s salvation.
Back on the Fair grounds, visitors will
find their film appetites whetted by as
diversified a collection of subjects as probably has ever beep assembled in a given
spot. It is perhaps significant that, in
contrast to the single contribution to Americanism, which will be embodied in the
industry’s feature, “Cavalcade of America,”
nine foreign countries will offer pictures
of native attractions. These films represent
the largest collective group of simon-pure
celluloid entertainment at the Fair. The
nine countries showing them will make
available more than 2,600 seats, all for
nothing.
The largest foreign auditorium that will
play up films is that of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, with 700 seats.
In addition to factual films, the USSR will
show a number of outstanding attractions
from the past, as well as new releases now
being selected. The French exhibit will
have an auditorium seating 500; Great
Britain, 300; Siam, 250; Belgium, 216;
Sweden and Brazil, each 200; Switzerland,
150, and Cuba, 100. Travelogues, industrial, documentary and other types of films
will be the chief lure. Many will be in
BOXOFFICE

::

April

15, 1939

color, ranging from one to three reels.
The bulk of other pictures to be made
available gratis constitute the efforts of
commercial sponsors. Many of these subjects have been produced especially for
clients with exhibits at the Fair. Others
have been culled from vaults of national
advertisers, who, in addition to maintaining exhibits, utilize minute-movies and two
reelers as part of their national promotional activities. There will be seven such
commercial showings.
Among the more auspicious are those
planned by Macfadden Publications and
National Biscuit Co. The Macfadden contribution to be shown in a 300-seat, airconditioned auditorium, is a full length
feature, produced in Hollywood by Herbert
Crooker, formerly attached to the Warner
home office publicity staff. It will have
a group of well-known film names in its
cast. Titled “I’ll Tell the World,” the film
shows a day in the life of an American
family, presenting their problems and how
these are met. The 2 66 -seat hall of the
National Biscuit Co. will offer two shorts,
one produced by Walt Disney, as well as
another in Technicolor.
The Household Finance Corp. will show

160 Seats Only lor
The Industry
World's Fair, Flushing, New
York —
Films will be exhibited regularly in 22
buildings

at the Fair

public.

In this wise

anyway,

the industry

plugged.
But, insofar

as

the

at no
and,

cost
by

to the

inference

will be constantly
industry

by

and

for itself is concerned, the solo participation is to be represented by the
"Cavalcade of America," designed for
showing in the Federal Government
Building in an auditorium seating exactly 160. Current indications are the
film, a historical pageant of high spots
in
two

the

history

hours.

of production,

Turnover

will

run

possibilities

im-

mediately assert themselves.

Programs Ranging
To Full Features
two shorts in its 180-seat auditorium. “It
Takes a Heap of Living” will feature
Edgar Guest and deals with the problems
of buying. “Happy Ever After” is a drama
of the problems of a bride.
General Electric’s exhibit will accommodate 375 and feature a series of shorts
dealing with the wonders of electricity.
Johns-Mansville will offer a short educational film dealing with methods for
control
theatre of
willheat
seat and
200. cold. The company’s
The building erected by General Motors
includes an auditorium that seats 640.
The company plans a series of screen and
stage attractions portraying developments
in various fields of transportation and
industrial progress.
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. will
show sound films and stage entertainment
in a 100-seat hall. Each of these commercial attractions will be offered to Fair
visitors gratis.
There will also be available, free of
charge, about 1,400 seats in six buildings
where films sponsored by governmental
and state agencies, educational, scientific
and medical groups and documentaryminded societies will be shown.
The Science, Education, Medicine and
Public Health Building will provide 299
seats for those who would like to view
pictures dealing with educational, medical
and scientific topics.
While definite commitments have no(t
been completed, it is planned to show motion pictures, as well as stage productions,
in the Building.
299-seat theatre in the Children’sWorld
It is in the Federal Government Building that “Cavalcade of America” will be
shown. The auditorium seats 160. This is
the production which various Hollywood
producers have pieced together from doz( Continued on page 50)

RODGERS MAY BARNSTORM TO EXPLAIN PACT;
DRIVE FOR EXHIBITOR SANCTION IS BREWING
Many Organizations Have
Expressed Views, But
Others Are Silent
New

York — William

F. Rodgers,

distributors’ negotiating committee, he has
heard from a number of independent and
affiliated exhibitor organizations which
received copies of the third revised pact.
Board meetings and general membership sessions have been held in most instances and suggestions for minor changes
recommended. In one or two cases, the
specific requests have not been made clear,
but plans are under way for a concerted
drive for exhibitor support. This will be
in the form of asking exhibitors for
pledges with executives of the theatre organizations as well as salesmen and
branch managers assisting.
as Neely

Alternate

All of the industry speakers at the hearings before the senate sub-committee on
the Neely bill in Washington have stated,
in one form or another, that the trade
pact will bring about reforms sought by
the proposed measure without “disastrous
effects,” which are seen if the Neely bill
is passed.
Leo F. Wolcott, president of Allied Independent Exhibitors of Iowa and Nebraska, has informed distributors the
draft will be submitted to the board in a
week and, as far as he is concerned, he
sees little change in the original plan rejected by the organization.
A. A. Galston, head of the independent
theatre owners in southern California,
has advised the negotiating committee
here his board has approved the pact with
minor suggestions for changes.
John Rugar, president of Intermountain
Theatres’ Ass’n of Salt Lake City, has
notified Rodgers that distributors must
declare themselves more specifically before
his group will take definite action.
William F. Crockett, president of the
MPTO of Virginia, in an informal talk
with Rodgers in Washington recently indicated the revised agreement would meet
with approval of his unit.
Language

Changes

Only

Rodgers has indicated further changes
may be made in the language, but the intent will not be altered.
Although considerable attention is being
focused on the trade draft as bringing
about regulation within the industry, distributors since last summer have been
making every attempt to clear up com-

6

and Non-Theatrical

Clauses

Out of Latest Code

chair-

man of the distributors’ sub-committee on
trade practices, is prepared to make a tour
of the country, if necessary, and meet with
local exhibitor bodies to explain and clarify whatever phases of the industry draft
seemingly are doubtful in the minds of
theatre owners. As spokesman for the

Seen

Grosses

New

York — Two

clauses which

appeared

in the first trade practice draft, clause
14 dealing with boxoffice statements, and
the clause dealing with non-theatrical
competition, were dropped from the last
draft which was recently sent to the
MPTOA, Allied and seven independent exhibitor organizations. The why and wherefore, according to an industry spokesman,
close to the situation, is as follows:
“Clause 14 was dropped because exhibitors held there was an inference of dishonesty on their part. This was not the
intention of the clause when first inserted
in the draft. Rather than give this impression the entire paragraph was omitted.
“As for non -theatrical competition, many
plaints by exhibitors where they are
found to be of merit.
Copies of complaints sent by theatre
owners to the department of justice in
Washington are forwarded to the Hays
organization, which, in turn, distributes
duplicates to major company sales heads.
Most of the grievances revolve around
clearances and, in several instances,
changes in protection setups have been
manifested.
It is pointed out most of the complaints
emanate from the middle west, that there
are a few from the south, east and west.
Approximately 80 letters from complaining exhibitors are now in distributor hands
and each is being checked. The most recent clearance issue to be cleaned up centered in Cincinnati where Harold Bernstein of the Greater Independent Exhibitors Assn, complained about unreasonable
protection. With Bernstein, Ike Libson,
F. Wesley Huss, jr„ Charles Nevins, M.
Greenberg, Arthur M. Frudenfeld and H.
M. Richey sitting around a table, the
clearance schedule of 42 days for first runs
was reduced to 30 days. Clearance starts
at the end of the second week showing in
the event of an extended run. At the
same time, the admission price at the RKO
Family was increased from 20 cents to 25
cents for matinees and from 25 to 30 cents
evenings.
General readjustment of the clearance
situation in Philadelphia looms as a result of complaints filed from the Quaker
City area. The structure was established
many years ago and new houses have
cropped up leading to many inconsistencies in the pattern.
There are a couple of situations in and
Reactions
the

field

are

to the

trade

reported

on

practice
page

4G.

pact

from

believe that to include the clause would
offend certain religious institutions which
we had no intention of doing. If there
was a desire of any one company not to
do business with a certain group that is
up to the distributor. But when eight
major companies decide to do it collectively the result would tend to restrain trade
and undoubtedly we would find outselves
with anti-trust suits on our hands.
“There is no intention to offend any
group with whom we have been doing
business and to incorporate provisions
for not selling particular institutions or
religious organizations would not be in
keeping with the good faith of the trade

around
Pittsburgh where revisions in the
practices.”
protection by the Harris circuit have been
made. In one situation, protection was
reduced from 14 days to 10 days.
Distributors hold that no protection
should be reduced beyond seven days from
the first showing to the next. Price paid
for pictures is one of the most vital factors
way.
in determining run and will continue that
Interpreting the Supreme Court decision on the Dallas case, major company
heads declare clearance is to be determined by distributors with individual accounts and not by first-run exhibitors.
Harry G. Kosch, attorney for Allied, is
working out a settlement of the Malone
clearance dispute between Michael Boumansour of the Plaza and the Schine circuit which operates the Malone. Conferences have been held and are continuing
among Kosch, Rodgers, E. K. O’Shea and
Ralph Pielow, the latter two eastern district and Albany branch manager, respectively.
A revision of the price structure also
has been effected with RKO dropping
quadruple features
creasing admissions
Independents agreed
tickets and maintain

and with Loew’s infrom 10 to 15 cents.
to eliminate cut rate
a 10-cent admission.

Many Favor Agreement
In Allied Stronghold
Minneapolis — A

number

of well-known

exhibitors, declining to speak directly for
publication, favor the trade practice pact.
While they feel it leaves a number of
things to be desired, they, nevertheless,
believe the document represents a distinct
gain and improves the status of the independent theatreman through the elimination of a number of trade malpractices,
while, at the same time, it grants con( Continued on page 46)
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Without

hysteria, without braggadocio,

without making rash promises that we can never hope to fulfill.

Twentieth Century -Fox proudly presents its program for the
season 1939-40.
The company will release fifty-two pictures.
In the following pages, we list titles, stars, players and
directors that will be used to make up our 1939-40 program.

The literary properties outlined are the most important
ever offered by this company. From this list will be selected
the pictures that will make up our next year’s group.
In spite of their great merit, a certain percentage of
our story properties will fail to develop, because there
always has been and always will be a percentage that, in
final form, will not reach up to Studio expectations and must
be replaced or dropped.
This is a situation which is inherent in the production
of motion pictures.
These hazards, these changes, these heartbreaking disap ointments are realized only by the man who has to deal
day by day with the actual problems of production, but they
exist in our industry and they cannot be eliminated.
As to the casts, we list that group of personalities un-

der contract to this company
from the outside from whom

and those already borrowed
these pictures will be cast.

Other deals of course will be made, other names will be
added from time to time as they have been in past years;
but we do not mention our hopes in many directions simply
because these negotiations are not actually completed.
In asking you, our customers, to purchase this product,
we call your attention to the following facts on which you
can base your judgment:
1. The production record of this company

for the past

four years since the 20th Century- Fox Film Corporation was formed.
2. The list of important box-office names

under con-

tract to this organization plus our ability to buy our
share of additional talent in the open market.

3. The list of impressive and well ‘known properties
from which our program will be made, plus the pur*
chase of other timely books or stage plays offered on
the market which may be superior to or more timely
than some of those we have indicated in spite of their
respective merit.
4. The incentive to continue to operate and conduct a
successful and constantly growing company and toi
secure the continued good will and respect of the
thousands of contented customers the world over
which this company enjoys.
5. The mutual necessity of making product that will
produce a profit for ourselves and for you, which
can only be done in the future as in the past by
producing the greatest number
box-office attractions.

of money-making

These ingredients and the reasons as stated above plus
this company’s well-known record do not make so-called
blind buying quite as blind as some would make you believe.
To the exhibitor who has used 20th Century- Fox product these past four years, we pledge the utmost that is possible to deliver a continuous flow of well made and profitmaking quality motion pictures, to the end that we can continue to deserve and secure that support and confidence
that has made this company’s record one of which we are
all very proud.

President, 20th Century- Fox Film Corporation

Vice-President in Charge of Production

General Manager of Distribution
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24

FROM

THE

THE

PICTURES

FOLLOWING

RAINS

FOR

GREAT

CAME

The biggest production ever attempted by 20th Century-Fox. Based
on Louis Bromfield’s best selling novel. Directed by Clarence Brown.
Co-starring MYRNA LOY, TYRONE POWER, GEORGE BRENT
with a supporting cast including Cesar Romero, Joseph Schildkraut,
Maria Ouspenskaya and Henry Travers.

STANLEY

AND

LIVINGSTONE

A production that has been more than two years in the making. A
special expedition braved the African wilds for months to obtain
authentic scenes. Directed by Henry King. The cast is one of the
most impressive in screen history: SPENCER
GREENE,

NANCY

TRACY,

RICHARD

KELLY, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Walter Bren-

nan, Henry Hull, Henry Travers, Charles Coburn, thousands more.

HOLLYWOOD

CAVALCADE

The "Big Parade” of film history . . . patterned to the scale of "Alexander’s Ragtime Band.” Co-starring ALICE FAYE and DON
AMECHE. A cast blazing with luminaries of the film capital. Screen
play by Ernest Pascal, from a story by Lou Breslow.

MARYLAND
In TECHNICOLOR.

Produced as a companion picture to "Ken-

tucky.” Tingling and fascinating drama that revolves around the
breeding of thoroughbred trotting horses and the glorious history
of the state of Maryland. From the story by Sonya Levien.

THE
Starring SHIRLEY

Maeterlinck

BLUE

TEMPLE.

9s

BIRD

In TECHNICOLOR.

One of the

most important properties ever acquired by this industry.
Based on the play and book of world-wide fame. To be produced with a lavishness that will make it stand out among
even the very biggest of 20th’s top-bracket hits.

THE

EVERYTHING
Starring SONJA

OTHERS

OR

PROPERTIES

HENIE.

F. ZANIJCK

DARRYL

YEAH,

COMING

HAPPENS

EVEN

AT NIGHT

Romantic comedy, thrilling with the grace

and heart-lifting beauty of the most spectacular ice ballets yet to
present this top-ranking "First Ten” star.

DRUMS

ALONG

In TECHNICOLOR.
Two

THE

MOHAWK

From Walter Edmonds’

best of best-sellers.

whole years of research and writing have been devoted to

getting the full throbbing power of this story of pioneer trappers
and the American Revolution onto the screen. Its multi-star cast will
be one of the year’s most impressive.

THE
TYRONE

MARK

POWER

OF

ZORRO

will star in this adaptation of one of the most

sensationally successful and colorful boxoffice hits in all screen
history. A role ideally suited for this most versatile and dashing of
great stars. Truly big-picture!

A RRITON

AT

YALE

RICHARD GREENE’S sky-rocketing popularity will leap forward
again with the showing of this attraction — an intensely dramatic
story woven

around the traditions and high-spirited activities of

one of America’s greatest universities.

SWANEE

RIVER

The romantic Old South in song and drama. Starring DON
AMECHE in a characterization that gives full play to his wealth
of talent.

LITTLE
Starring ALICE

OLD

NEW

YORK

FAYE. The famous play by Rida Johnson Young, a
notable success on stage and screen, rich in heart-warming sentiment
and romance. Perfect for the glorious abilities of beautiful Alice Faye.

WILL

GREATER

LADY
Another SHIRLEY

TEMPLE

JANE
dramatic spectacle . . . produced

with all the breath-taking scope of "The Little Princess."
Resplendent with the brilliant and reckless gaiety of New
Orleans at Mardi Gras. From the classic by Mrs. C. V. Jamieson.
Directed by Walter Lang.

AN

S. S. VAN

DINE

MYSTERY

(TITLE TO COME)

A master-stroke of showmanship

stars SONJA

HENIE

in a story

by one of the greatest living writers of detective fiction. A picture
loaded with the electrifying surprises forwhichVan

Dine is famous.

Elsa Maxwell 9s

HOTEL

FOR

WOMEN

The flair of the famous Elsa for the daring has made her entertainments internationally famous. Here she makes her debut as a screen
personality ... in a story she co-authored with Kathryn Scola. A
spontaneous-publicity natural ... a word-of-mouth
tions.

sensation. Di-

rected byGregory Ratoff. The first of three Cosmopolitan Produc-

DANCE

WITH

THE

DEVILv

An original story by William Rankin and Eleanore Griffin, who
wrote "Boys Town."

FRONTIER

MARSHAL

A dramatization of the West in its most lawless and tumultuous
days . . . depicting the never-to-be-forgotten exploits of historic
Wyatt Earp.

HE
WARNER

MARRIED

BAXTER

and BINNIE

liantly in "Wife, Husband
hilarity and romance.

HIS
BARNES,

WIFE
who scored so bril-

and Friend,” in a story even richer in

THE

KHYBER

RIFLES

A story of heroic action ... as British regiments and native hordes
clash for the gateway to India . . . historic, blood-drenched Khyber
Pass. To be produced on a lavish scale.

JOHNNIE

APOLLO

Vital with timely significance and drama . . . showing the disillusionment ofmodern youth facing a troubled world. Story by Samuel
G. Engel, Hal Long and Roland Brown.

20,000

MEN

A YEAR

Quick-on-the-trigger alertness won 20th this story of modern aviation’s newest phase— the fliers of tomorrow and their training in
American colleges. Thrilling and alive with youth. From the story
by Frank Wead.

HERE

I AM

A STRANGER

Sincere, moving, powerful, human! Father and son drama against a
college background. From the novel by Gordon

Hillman, first pub-

lished in McCall’s magazine.

SCOTLAND

YARD

Based on the famous stage play of the same name by Denison Clift.
Pulse-pounding with all the suspense and fascination its title suggests.

BREACH

OF DISCIPLINE

The sensational European stage hit about women
fession.

STEINMETZ,

THE

in the medical pro-

GREAT

A production of epic scope, revealing the human side of the scientist whose miracles captured every imagination. His early struggles
and romance make a story compelling with real-life impact.

RED

CROSS

NURSE

A tribute to that inspiring group of women, followers of the Florence
Nightingale tradition, whose heroism has repeatedly thrilled the
world.

BRIGHAM

YOUNG

America’s pages know no more arresting and vital figure than the
illustrious founder of the Mormon Church. His indomitable courage
in the face of crushing obstacles constitutes one of the most grippingly dramatic stories ever written.

Irving Berlin

SAY

IT WITH

MUSIC

An exciting new type of American cavalcade — original, different! Mellow with heart-warming memories inspired by 25 of
the most popular melodies ever written. Prodigal with all that
makes for production greatness!

I WAS

AN

ADVENTURESS

Vivid-as-life experiences of a woman who led a band of European
swindlers. Unmatched for minute-to-minute excitement.

A DEAL

IN HEARTS

A bright comedy of domestic relations and complications . . . involving a wife who fought the eternal triangle with fire.

THE

LITTLE

DIPLOMAT

Starring SHIRLEY TEMPLE. A perfect vehicle ... to be produced with the abundance of show values with which 20th
has determined to surround the world’s No. 1 star!

DANCE

HALL

Adapted from W. R. Burnett’s colorful and powerful novel of the
steel workers, "The Giant Swing.” Directed by Gregory Ratoff.

LILLIAN

RUSSELL

Brightest star of the brightest days of New York musical comedy,
her story glistens romantically with diamond brilliance, sparkles
with champagne effervescence. The era that gave the Gay White
Way its name.

BELLE
The famous woman

STARR

outlaw of the turbulent West whose deeds of

brazen daring rivalled those of Jesse James.

THE

POSTMAX

WALKS

ALONE

One of the most compelling titles and one of the most vital stories
the studio has scheduled for production.
e

These

Popular

SOL M. WURTZEL,

4 CHARLIE

Series

Executive Producer

CHAN

PRODUCTIONS

Even stronger casts and higher-budget production are planned this
year, following the enthusiastic acceptance by exhibitors and the
public of Sidney Toler in the title role!

4 JONES

FAMILY

SERIES

The constantly-growing affection of theatre-goers for this family—
both individually and as a group— is being reflected in successively
larger boxoffice returns. More important story material will still
further strengthen their value to you.

3 MR.

MOTO

ADVENTURES

Peter Lorre, as the famous Saturday Evening Post sleuth, has
steadily become a more firmly established boxoffice asset.
Added impetus will be given his popularity by the stronger
material afforded him in 1939-40.

4 JANE

WITHERS

COMEDIES

The wisdom of 20th’s star strategy is reflected in the fact that Jane
Withers, again in 1938, was high in the enviable "First Ten.” Plans
for the forthcoming season include important casts and stories calculated to widen her top-rank appeal and marquee pull.
—

and —

13 ADDITIONAL
As yet untitled.

FEATURES

THE
PRODUCING

ORGANIZATION

DARRYL

F. ZANUCK.

Vice-President in Charge of Production

WILLIAM

GOETZ

Vice-President and Executive Assistant
to Darryl F. Zanuck

SOL

M. WURTZEL

Executive Producer

Associate Producers
Harry Joe Brown
Raymond Griffith
David Hempstead
NunnaUy Johnson
Edward Kaufman

The Writers

Fidel La Barba
Jack Andrews
Arthur Arthur
John Balderston
Edwin Blum
Lou Breslow

Kenneth Macgowan

Walter Bullock

Gene Markey

William A. Drake

John Stone

S. G. Duncan

Directors
Otto Brower

Philip Dunne
Kenneth Earle

Irving Cummings

Walter D. Edmonds

Roy Del Ruth
Allan Dwan

Robert Ellis

Robert Harrari

Eugene J. Forde
Norman Foster

Sam Heilman

Herbert I. Leeds

Ethel Hill

Walter Lang
Sidney Lanfield
George Marshall

Anne Herendeen

Joseph Hoffman
Leonard Hoffman
Betty Hopkins
Frances Hyland

Gregory Ratoff
William A. Seiter

Boris Ingster

Malcolm St. Clair

Rian James

Alfred Werker

John Larkin
Henry Lehrman
Sonya
Helen Levien
Logan
Walter Morosco
Morris M. Musselman
Samuel Ornitz
Ernest Pascal
William Rankin
Eleanore Griffin
Albert Ray
Gregory
Ratoff

Don Ettlinger

John Ford

Henry King

Curtis Kenyon, Jr.

Allen Rivkin
Sid Silvers
Richard Sherman
Edith Skouras
Milton Sperling
Barry Trivers
Lamar Trotti
Harry Tugend
Karl Tunberg

Frank L. James

Jack Jungmeyer

Jack
Vernon
Darrell
Ware
Frank Wead

THE

STARS

AND

PLAYERS

The personalities listed below include only those now under contract to
20th Century-Fox. Other established names will be cast in fulfillment of
story demands. And 20th will continue its successful practice of developing talent into stars of maximum

value.

Shirley Temple

Sidney Toler

Tyrone Power

Jane Withers

Sonja Henie

Lionel Atwill

Alice Faye

Henry Fonda

Don Ameche

Nancy Kelly
Richard Greene
Cesar Romero
Annabella
Warner

Baxter

Joan Davis
The Rita Brothers
John Carradine
Lynn Bari
Spring Byington

Russell Gleason
Kane Richmond

Joseph Schildkraut
George Sanders
Slim Summerville
Wally Vernon
Marjorie Weaver
Arleen Whelan
Florence Roberts

Jed Prouty

Amanda

Duff

Binnie Barnes

Eddie Collins

Pauline Moore

Peter Lorre

Douglas Fowley

Joan Valerie

SHORT

PRODUCT

The policy of producing its own short subjects, under the supervision of Truman
Talley, has evoked such a gratifying exhibitor response that 20th Century-Fox will
continue it this season. Quality will again guide the planning of these one-reel
featurettes.

6 LOWELL THOMAS9
MAGIC CARPET OF

MOVIETONE

Incomparably the finest in its field, narrated by the greatest voice of screen or radio. A
subject whose breath-takingly beautiful; photography and interesting subject matter has
made it a "must” for all the better theatres.

6 ED

THORGERSEN9S

SPORTS

REVIEWS

Already, in one season, an established success. Its unique "inside story” slant on outstanding sports activities accounts for its great popularity. Narrated by the man who knows
. . . and knows how to tell it.

6 DRIBBLE-PUSS

PARADES

The absurdities, peculiarities and laughs in life are shown on the screen while America’s
No. 1 funny man, Lew Lehr, convulses you with his cock-eyed comment.

4 ADVENTURES

OF

A NEWSREEL

CAMERAMAN

To be individually produced— not compiled as in the past— thus heightening the amazing
thrill and suspense that have made this series one of your surest-fire attractions.

4 VYVYAN

DONNER

FASHION

FORECASTS

In TECHNICOLOR. A subject with sensational feminine appeal that has taken the men
by storm. The tops in smartness, beauty and audience pull. With sparkling comment by
Ilka Chase that would, in itself, mark this series as outstanding.
— and —

26 TERRYTOONS
Paul Terry’s organization will have ten subjects in TECHNICOLOR this season— five of
which will be delivered before January 1, marking another forward stride in this company’s live-wire production schedule.

MOVIETONE

NEWS

Probably never before in this country’s life has the public been
so intensely interested in news the world over l . . making it a
matter of utmost importance that your theatre show the finest
in newsreels. Movietone News’ farf lung international organization. . . the morale of its cameramen

who snatch scoops in

the very midst of peril . . . the unequalled speed with which it
rushes the news to your screen ... its incomparable corps of
editorial specialists ... all make it unchallenged No. 1 in newsreels. Issued twice each week.
TRUMAN

TALLEY

Vice-President and Producer
LOWELL

EDMUND

THOMAS

News Commentator

LEW

REEK

General Manager

LEHR

RUSSELL

Newsettes

MUTH

European Director

HARRY

ED THORGERSEN
Sports Commentator

VYVYAN

LAWRENSON

Foreign Editor

DONNER

and HELEN

Feminine World

CLAIRE

FIRST

QUARTER

Release Date

FOR

CHICKEN

12

WAGON

(jurring

Jim

HOLLYWOOD

26

MR. MOTO

9

STANLEY

23

CHARUE

UVINGSTONE

CROSS

14

A BRITON

21

HOLD

28

THE

M. SCHENCK

HIS WIFE

CHAN

STOP, LOOK

of the Board

CAVALCADE

AND

30
7

Chairman

Withers)

THE JONES FAMILY
AT THE WORLD S FAIR (N. Y.)

RED
October

FAMILY

adventure

HE MARRIED

16

JOSEPH

WOMEN

19

September 2

1939-40

Production

HOTEL

August 5

RELEASES

(TINTATIVI)

AT TREASURE

ISLAND

NURSE
AND

LOVE

AT YALE

ME TIGHT
RAINS

CAME

SIDNEY

R. KENT

President

"U" BUDGET JUMPS $5,000,000 FOR 1939-'40;
STARS AND PRODUCERS HEAVILY STRESSED
Sales Policy Is Designed
To Follow Trade Pact;
Next Meet April 18
Cincinnati

—

Universal’s

production

budget for 1939-40 will hit a new high,
with $5,000,000 being tacked on over the
current season’s outlay, W. A. Scully
general sales manager, told 85 district and
branch managers and salesmen representing the eastern states in convention at
the Netherlands Plaza here.
The

new program provides for 44 features, four of which are described as

“special roadshow attractions.” Of the
four, Harry Edington’s Famous Productions will produce three. The fourth will
be “The Mikado,” produced in England in
Technicolor. Additionally, there will be
seven outdoor attractions, starring Richard Arlen and Andy Devine, and another
series of seven westerns, starring John
Mack Brown. There will also be 57 shorts,
104 issues of the newsreel and four serials.
Scully stated the company’s policy is
designed to conform with the proposed
trade practices when adopted. Nate J.
Blumberg, president, informed the sales
staff the new season will see the greatest
number “of top-ranking pictures released
by the company in any one year.”
The local regional session winds up
Monday. The second regional meeting
gets under way April 18, continuing
through April 20, at the Palmer House,
Chicago. The third session is slated for
the St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco,
April 22-24.
The product lineup as divulged here,
leads off with two Deanna Durbins, to be
produced by Joe Pasternak.
“The Ocean Between,” a story by Bruno
Frank, will also be produced by Pasternak.
Bruce Manning is down for the screenplay.
A Bing Crosby production, to be directed
by David Butler.
An Edgar Bergen-Charlie McCarthy
production, with “Mortimer Snerd,” the
dummy. David Butler will direct.
An Irene Dunne picture.
A John M. Stahl production, “Bull by
the Horns,” by Charles Bonner, with the
author doing the screenplay.
A W. C. Fields picture. Lester Cowan
will produce.
A Margaret Sullavan production.
A Joe Pasternak production, “The Under Pup,” starring Gloria Jean, child actress “discovered” by Pasternak. Screenplay by Grover Jones, from I. A. R. Wylie’s
story in Good Housekeeping. Richard Wallace will direct.
A James Stewart picture, to be produced
by Pasternak, with Mischa Auer in the
supporting cast.
“Tower

of London,” starring Basil Rath-
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"Freedom” Idea Described
Keynote

of Studio Policy

Hollywood — “Freedom

of

expression,

thought and action is the new idea which
prevails on the Universal lot as the company enters its second session under the
new administration,” states a topflight
executive, who adds, “We are doing all
we can to coordinate all the elements which
go into picture making in order to produce more economically and to give the
distribution and exhibition background we
have to the various producers and direcFive former theatre men are now on the
lot as executives and making available
their
tors.”experience as showmen for producers
and directors. They are: Cliff Work, allaround studio head, who was former RKO
coast division head; Jack Gross, business
manager of westerns and serials and former RKO western division head; Milton
H. Feld, formerly with the Publix and
Monarch circuits; Matthew Fox, assistant
bone. To be produced
Rowland V. Lee.

and

directed by

“Victoria Docks at 8,” starring Rathbone. Screenplay by James M. Cain, from
a Rufus King story, to be produced and
directed by Richard Wallace.
Danielle Darrieux in “Rio,” with
Pasternak producing.
Listed among
tures, are;

as

Joe

the ten top bracket pic-

“The Invisible Man Returns,” a sequel
to H. G. Wells’ “The Invisible Man.” Joe
May to direct. Screenplay by Kurt Siodmak.
Two pictures starring Jackie Cooper and
Freddie Bartholomew; “Flying Cadets” to
be produced by Burt Kelly, and directed
by Joseph Santley, from the screenplay by
Charles Grayson and Whitney Bolton,
and “Bright Victory,” with Val Burton
and Ed Hartmann on the screenplay.
“Return of the Sheik,” dealing with the
French foreign legion, to be produced and
directed by Ben Stoloff.
Two “Family Next Door” pictures, to
star Hugh Herbert, Joy Hodges, Ruth
Donnelly, Eddie Quillan, Juanita Quigley
and “Sandy.” Max Golden will be associate producer and Joseph Santley will
direct from a screenplay by Mortimer
Offner.
Jackie Cooper in “His Son.”
Two “Little Tough Guy” productions.
“Friday the 13th,” with Boris Karloff
and Bela Lugosi co-starred. Story is by
Willis O. Cooper.
Classified as special exploitation pictures are:
“Live Alone and Like It.”
“Advice to the Lovelorn.”

to Nate J. Blumberg, and formerly with
Skouras circuit in New York; Milton
Schwarzwald, studio executive, who was
with RKO for 15 years before he entered
short subject production on his own in the
east. Blumberg himself is a veteran showYork. man and heads the organization in New
Giving recognition to Martin Murphy,
he has been promoted from production
manager to studio manager after 25 years.
Dan Kelly, casting head, also has added
considerable importance to his post.
In line with “freedom of expression,
thought and action” is the list of combined producer-directors who will appear
importantly in next season’s lineup. They
are Richard Wallace, Rowland V. Lee, John
M. Stahl, David Butler and Ben Stoloff.
Fox returned from the east Monday after lining up next season’s program
Blumberg and William A. Scully.

with

“Convicted Women.”
“Missing Evidence.”
There will be four musicals:
“Penthouse Serenade.”
“Dancing for Love.”
“Rhythm for Sale.”
“Romance in the Tropics.”
Additional titles announced include:
“The House of Fear.”
“Old Grad.”
“Distress Signal.”
“Eyes of the Coast Guard.”
“Vice Ring.”
“Hero for a Night.”
“Jail Baby.”
“Homicide Bureau.”
“Hidden Money.”
“Inquiring Reporter.”
“Witness Vanishes.”
“Refugees.”
“Front Page Confession.”
“Counterfeit Ring.”
“Freedom of the Air.”
“Ghost Ship.”
Richard Arlen and Andy Devine will be
co-starred in the following, produced by
Ben Pivar:
“Raging Rivers.”
“Way of the West.”
“Man From Montreal.”
“Air Express.”
“In
Old California.”
“Steel.”
“Sea Patrol.”
Seven westerns starring John Mack
Brown are untitled.
Four serials bear the following titles:
“Perils of Haunted Island.”
“The Shadow Creeps,” with Bela Lugosi.
(Continued on page 50)
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CHICAGO — 332 S. Michigan
Central editor. Telephone

W.

E.

Mary

B.

New

J. Martin.
Parham.

Ave., Eugene D.
Wabash
4575.

Rich,

CINCINNATI — 127 Tremont St., Ft. Thomas,
Clara Hyde. Telephone Highland 1657.

DENVER—
DES

319

S. Clarkson

MOINES — 2233

E.

DETROIT — 424 Book
phone Cadillac 9085.

V. W.
7-3553.

Crisp,

St., J. A.

Rose.

Grand,

Bldg.,

Rene

H.

F.

South-

McCluskey.
Reves.

Tele-

HOLLYWOOD — 6404 Hollywood Blvd., Ivan Spear,
Western editor. Telephone GLadstone
1186.
INDIANAPOLIS — :2575 Churchman
Ave.,
N. Rudeaux. Telephone Drexel 3339.

Howard

KANSAS
CITY — 4704 East Ninth St., Jesse Shlyen,
Midwest editor. Telephone CHestnut 7777.
LITTLE
ROCK — P. O. Box
253, Lynn Hubbard.
Telephone 3-0156.
MEMPHIS — 399 So. Second St., Carolyne Miller.
MILWAUKEE — 210 East
Michigan
St., H.
C.
Brunner. Telephone Kilbourn 6670-J.
MINNEAPOLIS — 507 Essex Bldg., Maurice Wolff.
NEW
HAVEN — 42 Church St., Suite 915, Gertrude
Pearson. Telephone 6-4149.
NEW
ORLEANS — 1509 Bodenger
Blvd., J. W.
Leigh. Telephone Algiers 1495.
NEW
YORK
CITY — 9 Rockefeller Plaza, William
Ornstein, Eastern editor. Telephone Columbus
5-6370, 5-6371, 5-6372.
OKLAHOMA
CITY — P. O. Box 4547, E. W. Fair.
Telephone 7-1038.
OMAHA — 1402 South 55th St., Monte Davis.
PHILADELPHIA
•—
903
Manning
St., Joseph
Shaltz.
PITTSBURGH— 1701 Blvd. of the Allies, R. F.
Klingensmith. Telephone Atlantic 4858.
PORTLAND,
ORE. — The News-Telegram,
D. W.
Polivka,
ST. LOUIS — 5149 Rosa Ave.,
Telephone Flanders 3727.

David

F.

Barrett.

SALT
LAKE
CITY — 605 Utah
Savings &
Trust
Bldg., Viola B. Hutton. Telephone Hyland 4359.
SAN FRANCISCO — 1095 Market St., Nathan Cohn.
Telephone Market 6580.
SEATTLE — 2417 Second
phone Elliott 8678.
WASHINGTON — 1426
IN

Ave.,

Joe

G. St., Earle
CANADA

Cooper.
A.

Tele-

Dyer.

CALGARY,
ALTA. — The Albertan, Wm.
Campbell.
EDMONTON,
ALTA. — The Bulletin, W. A. DeGraves.
HAMILTON,
O. — 20 Holton Ave., N., Hugh
Millar.
LONDON,
O. — Free Press, Chas. E. Oarruthers.
MONTREAL,
QUEBEC — 4330 Wilson Ave., N. D. G.,
Roy Carmichael. Telephone Walnut
5519.
REGINA,
SASK. — The Star, Andy McDermott.
ST. JOHN, N. B. — 34 Cranston Ave., S. Trueman.
TORONTO,
ONTARIO — 242 Millwood Road, Milton
Galbraith.
VANCOUVER,
B. C. — 615 Hastings, C. P. Rutty.
VICTORIA,
B. C. — 350 Robertson, Tom
Merriman.
WINNIPEG,
MAN. — 709 Selkirk Ave., Ben Lepkin.
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film's title. Pages two and three
carry the copy. And what copy!
Loaded to the gunwales with guts
and so good, part of it is reprinted
here:
"Confessions of a Nazi Spy" exposes German espionage activities in
the United States. Soon after Hitler
came into power in 1933, seemingly
harmless "trade observations" by the
Nazis, in this country took on an entirely different hue. It was soon apparent that operating in this country
was a giant network emanating directly from the Hitler high command
and aimed at undermining the military and democratic institutions, of this
country.

Ky.,

CLEVELAND — 12805
Cedar
Road,
Cleveland
Heights, Elsie Loeb. Telephone Fairmount 0046.
DALLAS — 210 S. Harwood,
western editor. Telephone

run of "Confessions of a Nazi Spy"
at the Strand beginning April 28. So
far, perfunctory enough. But the
punch begins with a swastika on the
opening page and, under it, the

When,

after months of intensive investigation, Leon G. Turrou, ace agent
of the FBI, pulled up his nets, he
brought to light an astounding catch.
Foreign agents, traitorous Americans—
importants and unimportants — spies
were apprehended, while many, upon
learning the game was, up, scattered
and fled back to the fatherland.
It remained

for a

motion

When

in

"Confessions

of a

Nazi

this company went into production with the picture, there were

cries of "It can't be done" from all
sides. Threats to the actors, the techSpy." nicians, to all concerned, were received. Yet, in spite of such obstacles,
it has been done . . . now it can be
seenl

And

that, we

say, is telling 'em.

Ohio Indignation
Editorial excerpt from the "Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch:"
It has been

is probable that Hollywood's timorousness and readiness to accede to pressure from abroad in the past has encouraged all and sundry to attempt
to dictate the subject and treatment
of American films.
A forthright policy of making American pictures for American audiences
solely in view might have had happier results if adopted long ago. Cerfuture. tainly it seems to be indicated for the

Said Kent
To the 20th Century-Fox conventionites in Chicago, Sidney R. Kent
declared at one point:
The company has "outlined a daring and different program of pictures lor the coming season. By that
I do not mean daring in a moral
sense, but rather in type of production. The public is demanding pictures bigger in theme and production values. We have set our budget accordingly and have expanded
our production facilities to meet this
Daring and different they must be.
The
old type perfunctory attraction
demand."
hits its groove and stays there. Ask
the men who run the theatres.

New

Type Alibi

They

find a lot of excuses in Hollywood when pictures, still getting
sour as they make the long journey
from the coast into New York and
out again into the theatres, fall on
their noses. But that line, pulled by
a
very well-known producer to
square one of his own failures,
sneaks well into the classic division.
He said:
"Sure, it flopped. Look at the 24
sheet the advertising department

no secret that the sub-

ject matter and content of motion pictures which Americans see are to a
certain

Most American filmgoers, we think,
believe that the kind of pictures
American audiences view is entirely
our business over here. Of course, it

picture

company — Warner Bros. — to bring
home to us the whole shocking story
of Nazi espionage activity in this
country

films of one particular producer from
French screens, unless a picture called "Devil's Island" ... is forthwith
withdrawn from American screens.

extent governed by the attitudes of foreign nations. One reason has been the real or fancied necessity for making productions which
can be marketed anywhere in the
world without offending anyone . . .
Now it is reported that France has
officially threatened to bar all the

turned out."
New
Company
To operate the Howard Theatre at
Howard Beach, Queens, New York:
No P. C. Pictures Corp.
And it's not a gag. Incorporation
papers, on file in Albany, reveal for(Continued

on page
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STARS

NAME
DIRECTORS

FOR 1939 "40
PARAMOUNT
For Theatre Men by Theatre Men

U. S. COURT CONFIRMS RKO REORGANIZATION;
BOARD OF THIRTEEN ESSENTIALLY NON-FILM
$20-25.000.000 Is
RKO's Budget

Court Holds Jurisdiction
Pending Consummation;
Only Two Big Claims
New
Bondy

Washington — RKO's 48 for the new
season calls for a budget of $20,000,000

York — Federal Judge William
has formally confirmed the RKO

plan

of reorganization and the corporation soon may emerge from the hands
of the judiciary in whose care it was placed
on January 27, 1933.
Bondy’s order of confirmation followed
almost three months after the order approving the plan which the judge signed
on January 17.
The present order finds that more than
the necessary two-thirds of the creditors
and a majority of the stockholders have
approved the plan. The judge declared
himself satisfied that Section 221 of Chapter X of the bankruptcy act had been complied with and is satisfied with the identity,
qualifications and affiliations of the new
board of directors.
The board is composed of Floyd B.
Odium, Ned E. Depinet, Thomas P. Durell,
Raymond Bill, Frederick L. Ehrman, L.
Lawrence Green, James G. Harbord, Conde
Nast, John E. Parsons, N. Peter Rathvon,
George J. Schaefer, W. G. Van Schmus and
Lunsford P. Yandell.
Officers
chairman,

of the board include Odium as
Schaefer as president, Depinet

as vice-president, and William
secretary and treasurer.

Mallard

as

The judge’s order also provided for the
court to reserve jurisdiction over the assets of RKO, and all persons, firms and
corporations to whom the assets may be
transferred prior to consummation. Jurisdiction of the court also is reserved over
all persons interested in RKO
for the
purposes of carrying out the plan, and for
determining the rights of all claims against
RKO not yet decided.
All claims

of the government

are to be

paid

in full and in cash on consummation. All old claims have a prior right
over new ones filed against the new company, except those of the government
which are to be given a priority in any
case. The new company assumes all the
obligations of the old one.
Of the undecided claims, only two loom
large on the surface. The first by H.
Cassel and Company, holders of $175,000
of debentures, has opposed the plan of
reorganization on the grounds debentures
are being taken and substituted for stock.
This, it is claimed, violates the fourth
amendment to the Constitution, which
says no one can be deprived of property
without due process of law. It is the assertion of Cassel and Company that, being
removed from a secured position to that
of an unsecured position, is just that.
This appeal will be heard in the October
term of the circuit court of appeals.
The next claim is that of Ernest W. Stirn

26

Varied Experience of New
Board Members Stands

to $25,000,000, George
clared in his statement
on

ate subcommittee conducting
the Neely bill.

of Milwaukee,

holder

of

Out; Odium

J. Schaefer debefore the sen-

Ehrman has been associated with Lehman Bros., bankers, since 1928, and has
followed closely the activities of the debtor
since early 1933.

hearings

1,234 shares

of

Class “A” stock of RKO. Stirn was one
of the very few stockholders who refused
to convert

his “A”

to common

in

1933.

He claims that this move on RKO’s part
was illegal and demands a priority position in the plan. This he did not receive
and

his attorney, John S. Stover, probably caused more headaches to the proponents of the plan than the settlement

of Stirn’s claim would have been worth.
Stover is still battling and his appeal also
will be heard by the circuit court.
Included in Stover’s objections are demands that the Atlas corporation relinquish either its RKO
or Paramount affiliations. This, he charges, violates the
anti-trust laws. This point is perhaps the
only serious one that may hold up the
ultimate consummation of the plan. Both
Stover and Nathan Rosenberg, representing Cassel, have repeatedly told the press
that should the circuit court rule against
them, they will carry their battle to the
Supreme Court in Washington.
Who

They

Are

Odium has been president of Atlas
Corp., investments, since its organization
in 1929; is vice-president of Electric Bond
and Share Co., and also is a director of
American & Foreign Power Co., Italian
Superpower Corp., United Fruit Co., Madison Square Garden Corp., and CurtissWright Corp.
Depinet, of
trade. He has
in charge of
part of 1937.
with RKO in
with Warner
Durell

has

course, is well known in the
been vice-president of RKO,
distribution since the latter
He first became affiliated
1931. Prior to that he was
and Universal.
been

associated

with

Heads

White,

Weld & Co. since 1935. He was a member of Moore, Leonard & Lynch two years
before that, and from 1931 to 1935 was
a member of Field, Glore & Co., members
of the New York Stock Exchange. He is
a director of Telco Corp.

Green has engaged in independent law
practice since 1930, in association with
Maurice Goodman, formerly general counsel for RKO. He represents Harrison Theatre & Realty Co., an unsecured creditor
in the amount of $420,000, in the reorganization proceeding. He has been associated with several of RKO’s subsidiaries,
in various legal and executive capacities,
for more than nine years.
Harbord
Radio

is chairman

Corp.

member

of

of the

board

of

of America, and RCA Communications. He also is a director and
the executive committee of

Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe Ry„ member of the executive committee of New
York

Life Insurance Co., Employers Liability Assurance Corp. of London and
director of the Bankers Trust Co., among
other large corporations.
Nast
of the
bearing

has been president and chairman
board of the publishing company
his name

since

1927.

Parsons

has been engaged in the independent practice of law since 1931, with
offices in connection with Winthrop,
Stimson, Putnam and Roberts.
Rathvon is president of Rathvon & Co.,
analysts and private investments. In 1936
he was vice-president of Atlas Corp., and
for three years prior to that, was president
of Pacific Eastern Corp. He is a director
of Madison Square Garden Corp., Molybdenum Corp. of America, and Catalin Corp.
of America.
Schaefer,

too, is a veteran.

Before

his

appointment as RKO president and chairman of the board last October, he was
vice-president and general manager of
United Artists. Previously, from the
period commencing in 1926, Schaefer held
various executive posts with Paramount,
culminating as general
mount Publix in 1936.

manager

of Para-

Van Schmus, managing director of the
Music Hall since January, 1934, formerly
was a member of Van Schmus, McDermid

Bill is chairman of the board, treasurer
and director of Bill Brothers, publishers;

&

president and director of Sales Management, Inc.; editor-in-chief of Sales Management magazine; treasurer and director

board, as well as that of the Center Theatre Corp., both wholly owned and subsidiaries of Rockefeller Center, Inc.

of Grocer

Yandell has been assistant treasurer of
Radio Corp. of America since 1935. He
now is president and director of Gay, Inc.,
Kentucky Block Cannel Coal Co., Mohawk
Mining Co., and Ohio & Kentucky Rwy. He
also is a director of RKO
and several
of its subsidiaries.

Graphic, Inc.; director of Waynesboro Publishing Co.; director of Congressional Intelligence, Inc., of Washington; and member of the executive board
of the National Conference of Business
Papers, of which he was president in
1937-38.

Crawford, independent industrial engineers. He is a director of the Music Hall
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Thrill to his amazing

I story, the most dramatic
■I human document ever
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'

I to thunder forth upon
the screen . . .

and you'll

JUDGE...
this the greatest
screen drama of
the year!**.

with Wallace Ford • Patricia Ellis • Stuart Erwin •
Based on a Story by William
Tasker

•

Produced

K. Howard

and Directed

•

£ ••
.-ik.'
Screen Play by John Bright and Robert

by William

K. Howard

•

A Paramount

Release

$1,126.65
Washington — Of

the

a Day— Sundays,

handful

of

indi-

viduals who were paid more than $300,000
apiece in salary in 1937, the film industry
has 13 with an aggregate compensation of
$5,345,101. They are:
T
Louis B. Mayer
$1,296,503
J. Robert Rubin
754,254
Nicholas M. Schenck
541,602
Predric March
484,687
.
Greta Garbo
472,499
David Bernstein
382,816
Marlene Dietrich
370,000
Claudette Colbert
365,555
Arthur M. Loew
356,074
Joan Crawford
351,538
Spyros Skouras
346,054
Carole Lombard
314,000
Roy Del Ruth
310,519
In averages, each of the 13 was paid
$1,126.65 each day of the year with no
exceptions for Sundays or holidays.
The earning power includes bonuses and
commissions as well as salary and the report submitted by the Treasury Department to Congress does not mark the distinction. There were 63 salaries of $200,000
and beyond and the film industry paid 40
of that total.
Some of the earnings:
— A—
Neil F. Agnew
Brian Aherne
Zoe Akins
Fred Allen
E. L. Alperson
Don Ameche
Annabella Murat
Jean Arthur
Dorothy
Arzner
Fred Astaire
Mary
Astor
Gene Autry
Dew
Ayres

$ 52,000
38,000
76,500
60,000
85,995
51,833
62,500
79,999
50,250
271,711
40,541
29,590
52,500
— • i—

John
Barrymore
Dionel Barrymore
Freddie Bartholomew
Warner
Baxter
Wallace Beery
Constance Bennett
Joan Bennett
Jack
Benny
Busby
Berkeley
Milton Berle
Pandro
Berman
Joseph Bernhard
Ben
Bernie
David
Bernstein
Charles
Bickford
Claude Binyon
Sam
Bischoff
Joan
Blondell
E. S. Bloom
John
Boles
Beulah
Bondi
Frank Borzage
A. M. Botsford
Edward
Bowes
Charles Boyer
Charles Brackett
Bobby
Breen
George Brent
Sam
Briskin

148,333
132,739
36,899
225,961
258,750
40,000
72,000
60,000
83,416
50,500
251,347
97,500
100,000
382,816
54,500
87,500
89,958
74,833
85,440
133,246
53,958
153,666
62,191
427,817
265,191
57,499
18,024
72,374
197,333

'

LOUIS

30

B.

MAYER

■

J.

- ’

ROBERT

.

Clarence Brown
Harry Joe Brown
Joe E. Brown
Nacio Herb Brown
Jules E. Brulatour
Bob Burns
David Butler
Frank
Butler

Marion
Davies
Bette Davis
Walter De Leon
Roy Del Ruth
Cecil B. DeMille
Ned E. Depinet
Wilhelm
Dieterle
Marlene
Dietrich
Howard
Dietz
Walt Disney
Melvyn Douglas
A1 Dubin
Irene Dunne
Allan Dwan
Sam
Eckman
Nelson
Eddy
S. Charles Einfeld
Ray
Enright
Stuart Erwin
Howard
Estabrook
Madge
Evans

159,000
81,999
267,500
53,166
140,000
242,856
134,333
73,875

— C—

Joseph Calleia
Eddie Cantor
Trem
Carr
Earl Carroll
Madeleine Carroll
Charles Chaplin
Ruth
Chatterton
E. J. Churchill
John D. Clark (deceased)
R. H. Cochrane
Emanuel
Cohen
Jack Cohn
J. J. Cohn
Claudette Colbert
Ronald Colman
John W. Considine jr
Jack Conway
Gary Cooper
Ricardo Cortez
J. E. Coston
J. Cheever Cowdin
Joan Crawford
John Cromwell
Bing Crosby
George Cukor
Irving Cummings
Michael
Curtiz
— D—

— E—

— F—

Douglas Fairbanks jr
Glenda
Farrell
Alice Faye
Felix Feist
Seymour
Felix
W. C. Fields
Nat Finston
Kirsten Flagstad
Victor Fleming
Errol Flynn
Henry
Fonda
John Ford
Preston Foster
Gene Fowler
Bryan Foy
Kay
Francis
Sidney Franklin
Arthur Freed
Alan Freedman
Y. Frank Freeman
Leopold Friedman
S. P. Friedman
Jules Furthman

Holidays

••

55,800
150,000
65,606
17,503
114,795
106,000
44,000
92,300
74,800
91,825
104,000
104,240
63,600
365,555
150,000
92,750
168,621
256,063
38,208
56,500
76,620
351,538
110,500
190,000
152,083
50,000
123,400
106,000
55,199
82,700
310,519
51,500
94,761
88,677
370,000
52,500
39,750
59,416
54,908
259,593
69,666
154,302
103,166
71,500
51,000
30,000
125,458
48,196
113,812
50,526
145,499
57,600
51,041
121,333
56,516
20,000
160,000
94,761
47,583
57,708
51,280
55,855
55,583
209,100
128,583
52,970
50,821
59,800
123,108
52,000
84,975

— G—
Franciska Gaal
Clark Gable
Greta Garbo

82,958
289,000
472,499

Included

Tay Garnett
Janet Gaynor
Lewis Gensler
A. H. Giannini
Cedric Gibbons
Sheridan Gibney
Benjamin
Glazer
James
Gleason
Ben
Goetz
William Goetz
Samuel
Goldwyn
Leon
Gordon
Mack
Gordon
Cary Grant
E. H.
Griffith
Raymond
Griffith

105,000
100,000
74,958
78,000
68,250
55,250
95,370
22,500
56,500
104,000
189,000
51,166
114,241
175,625
64,216
107,654
— H—

George Haight
Jack
Haley
Oliver Hardy

64,716
89,541
101,200

Jean Harlow
(deceased)
Samuel
Don
Hartman
Henry
Hathaway
Edward
Haupman
Howard
Hawks
Ted Healy (deceased)
Ben Hecht
Lillian Heilman
J. Sam
Har Heilman
gra Henie
Sonja
ve
Katharine Hepburn
Hugh
Herbert
Samuel
Hoffenstein
I. J. Hoffman
Jack Holt
Miriam
Hopkins
Robert Hopkins
Arthur Hornblow
Edward
E. Horton
Rose Louise (Gypsy Lee) Hovick
Leslie Howard
Sidney Howard
Lueien Hubbard
Merritt Hulburd (deceased)
Harold Hurley
Walter Huston
Bernie Hyman
— J—
Julien Johnson
Nunnally Johnson
Osa Johnson
A1 Jolson
Allan Jones
Gus Kahn
Harry
Kalmine
Natalie Kalmus
H. T. Kalmus
Robert T. Kane
Boris Karloff
Sam
Katz
Albert A. Kaufman
Ruby
Keeler
William Keighley
Arthur W. Kelly
Patsy Kelly
Sidney R. Kent
Jerome
Kern
Guy Kibbee
Henry King
William
Koenig
Norman
Krasna

•

60,2

79

65,208
106,250
57,000
109,000
83,338

— K—

53,000
55,303
56,775
60,000
52,000
40,000
156[000
65,000
60,277
83,000
65,000
43,199
179,220
72,500
66,166
157,444
81,125
83,000

— L—

Gregory Da
Cava
Sidney Lanfield
Fritz Lang
Jesse L. Lasky
Abe
Lastvogel
Stan Laurel
S. K. Lauren
Ludwig
Lawrence
Jeff Lazarus
William Le Baron
Rowland V. Lee

(Continued

104,967
56,766
101,666
65,041
130,416
69^998
51,666
50,000
67,991
210,729
203,751
57,792
64,625
58,960
103,654
130,000
50,350
130,833
179,499
34,166
140,000
53,500
66,250
61,708
93,494
25,333
165,458

145,916
98,583
67,763
109,166
64,500
75,000
52,500
88,100
51,241
183,929
127,533
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MONEY PICTURE
WHEN YOU
NEED THEM MOS

c*

'

A Great New Name Combination!

It’s just about the best comedy ever caught by
the camera/' says Motion Picture Daily. "Better
than 'It Happened One Night'," reads audience
comments. And the figures speak for themselves:
Miami 134%, Boston 110%, Worcester 121%,
Hartford 122%, New Haven 140%.

Claudette Colbert
, Don Ameche m

MIDNIGHT

John BARRYMORE • Francis LEDERER
MaryflSTOR* Elaine BARRIE
Directed

by MITCHELL

LEISEN

America’s Favorite Humorist!

BOB BURNS
Down

I’M FROM
MISSOURI
with GLADYS

1

GEORGE

*

Gene

fl

by THEODORE

REED

grass roots comedian

Bob Burns, as Hollywood Reporter says "Clinches
star niche" with this big time hit. Picture beating
"Arkansas Traveler" grosses everywhere. Doubled
average business in Kansas Cityterrific first week,
smash second week at New York Paramount.
Figures show show-me showmen "I’m From
Missouri" means business everywhere.

Lockhart

Judith Barrett • William Henry • Patricia Morison
Directed

to earth, homespun,

pis LINEUP
The Greatest American Epic!

Ire-sold to millions!!! Sold over the air on the
Lux program. Sold in huge $150,000 advertising
campaign. Sold by Cecil B. DeMille "Union
Pacific" All-Star train, in 50-city coast-to-coast
tour. Sold in gigantic, unsurpassed three-day world
premiere celebration in Omaha, Neb. . . . 350,000
participants, 60,000 in costume. Five national
broadcasts. Wire service and coverage to all points.
Greatest exploitation {ob in picture history.

De Mille’s
l B.IO
CeciUN
N
starring

Barbara

STANWYCK'w McCREA

Akim Tamiroff • Robert Preston • Lynne Overman
Brian Donlevy and a cast of thousands
Produced and Directed by CECIL B. DE MILLE

The Year’s Best Racing Picture !

GEORGE RAFT
... ELLEN DREW

■ rom wire to wire this is the fastest racing yarn
-

the screen has seen thismmyear. Delivered just at
the time racing interest is at fever pitch . . . Kentucky

THE LADY'S

from

Derby time, "The Lady’s From Kentucky" is a box
office wonder all the way. George Raft has perfect part as race track gambler. Ellen Drew takes
her first star role as you knew she would.

f

/•

HERBERT- zasu puts
Directed

by ALEXANDER

HALL

^ v \ {•. '■

. I

ONE

HIT AFT
Jack Benny's Best

I errific entertainment topping even Jack's famous
"Big Broadcast of 1937." Four "Hit Parade" songs
("Strange Enchantment", "That Sentimental Sandwich", "Fidgef-y Joe" and "Man About Town"),
a million laughs, a fast-moving, tight-knit story
that moves to an uproarious climax, and a marqueegreat cast. We will come out flatly and say it is the
best picture of the spring.

JACK BENNY
DOROTHY LAMOUR
EDWARD ARNOLD
in

MAN ABOUT
TOWN
77

with

Binnle Barnes • Phil Harris • Betty Grable
Eddie “Rochester” Anderson • E. E. Clive
and Matty Malneck and His Orchestra
Directed by MARK

“THE

Year's Funniest “Who

SANDRICH

Dun it?"

S. S. Van Dime's

GRACIE ALLEN
MURDER CASE
with

GRACIE ALLEN ‘ WARREN
WILLIAM • ELLEN DREW • KENT
TAYLOR • DONALD MacBRIDE
Directed by ALFRED

E. GREEN

It's very title makes the customers titter in anticipation. This is the "different" picture they are all
looking for. Gracie and Philo Vance doing some
side-by-side sleuthing deep in a dark purple mystery. S. S. Van Dine's "The Gracie Allen Murder
Case" as a book is one of the best sellers of the
season. The picture is going to get a big break on
the air on the Chesterfield program.

R ANOTHER
A Great Women's Picture
ORION

PRODUCTIONS

LIMITED

ELISABETH BERGNER
presents

I he screen's most poignant and exciting actress
in the picture which is the screen sensation of the
London season . . . Ten capacity weeks first run
and still going strong. London critics have heaped
such praise on this picture as no other has received
in months. Picture due to be talk of country. Every
woman will want to see what few women have
dared to do . . . Steal another's life and love.

end

MICHAEL REDGRAVE
U

STOLEN

LIFE

in

Produced and Directed by PAUL CZINNER
A Paramount Release

A Great Emotional Drama
BERNARD

STEELE

presents

BACKDOOR
TO HEAVEN
with

WALLACE
STUART

FORD

- PATRICIA ELLIS

h

;;

■■ X..

ard punching, true-to-life, realism in-th e-raw
melodrama. Master Director William K. Howard's
greatest triumph. As Hollywood Reporter says:
"'Back Door To Heaven' hits as bo* office melodrama. Strong cast turns In memorable performance. Enthralling dramatic Continuity is liberally
interspersed with good comedy and a number of
songs destined to rank high in hit parade"

ERWIN * ALINE MacMAHON

Produced and Directed by WILLIAM
A Paramount Release

K. HOWARD

£

. j

A

BOX' OFFIC
Wesley Ruggles’ Best Picture

IRENE DUNNE
FRED MacMURRAY
I he two great stars both achieved
formances under Wesley

TO

their top per-

Ruggles'

direction —

MacMurray in "Sing You Sinners" and Dunne in
"Cimarron". They even surpass those performances
in this one. Sneak previews show audiences
swept from uproarious laughter, to terrific excitement, to tears. A Wesley Ruggles picture is always
a hit, as is witnessed by his "Sing You
"I Met Him In Paris".

Sinners",

(Tentative Title)

CHARLIE
Produced

RUGGLES
and Directed by

WESLEY RUGGLES

“The

Tamiroff, The Magnificent

really go to town as he does his great impersonation which is the impersonation of a dictator. This
picture has a locale that hasn't been done in picmoving,
tures
in a long time — Central America. A fast
exciting Richard Harding Davis type of
picture.

GOLD

RUSH
Bob Burns’ Best

llere is a role that fits Bob like a glove, tailormade for him by the great Irvin Cobb. A dramatic
story of strife and struggle between radicals,
fascists, left and right wingers in a typical American town with Bob getting into the middle, stopping
the fight and showing them the way to go home.
A motion picture with great force — just the kind to
keep those home fires burning.

Directed by

AL SANTELL

They’ll Dance in the Aisles

SHIRLEY ROSS
and His Orchestra
Ilere's a picture that'll have them dancing in the
aisles. The "Thanks for the Memory" duo are
hotter than ever. Bob rapidly becoming radio's
No. 1 comedian and Shirley fresh from a series of
personal appearances. Krupa and his band, now
on a coast-to-coast tour, are packing the nation's
youth in thousands for their dance appearances.
Two unbeatable tunes, "The Lady's in Love With
You" and "Some Like It Hot".
with

Una Merkel
Directed by GEORGE

• Rufe Davis
ARCHAINBAUD

ADD

'EM UP
Bing's Best

BING CROSBY
in

D ing in his strongest vehicle — the thrilling, trueto-life story of Broadway's greatest character — the
Star Maker — who wrote hit songs, turned kids into
top stars. An "Alexander's Ragtime Band" type of
picture with an appeal to youth — with new songs
and old faces and old songs and new faces. Bing
will introduce a new
tiful girl who
high "C"

find, Linda Ware, the beau-

can hit a note so many

THE STAR
MAKER

pegs above

with an all-star supporting cast including Louise Campbell and Linda Ware

it'll have you breathless.

A Charles R. Rogers Production
Directed by Roy

Del

Ruth

Timely War Drama

Isa Miranda* Ray Milland
in

HOTEL
IMPERIAL
with

Reginald Owen • Gene Lockhart
J. Carrol Naish • Curt Bois
and Don

Cossack

Directed by ROBERT

Chorus
FLOREY

I he "Grand

Hotel" of the front lines. Introduces

the most publicized newcomer
More

to the films in years.

than a million lines in stories and photographs already run in newspapers and magazines

the country over on this glamorous

new

person-

ality. "Hotel Imperial" gets extra punch from fact.
It's a dramatic story of Carpatho-Ukraine, released
right at time Nazi operations there make that
territory front page

news.

c

A Belly-Laugh Panic

Itowdy, boisterous, loaded with merriment . . .
The punch laugh hit of the Spring season. "Chalk
up another hit for Martha Raye and Bob Hope",
says Jimmie Fidier. "Sure fire for laughs", says
Motion Picture Daily. "Outstanding comedy", says
Box Office Digest."A procession of hilarious gags",
says Film Daily.

NEVER
SAY DIE
ANDY DEVINE • ALAN MOWBRAY
GALE SONDERGAARD • ERNEST COSSART
Directed by ELLIOTT

PARAMOUNT’S
BREAD AND
BUTTER

NUGENT

And don't forget PARAMOUNT'S

GREAT SHORT SUBJECT PROGRAM
including Max Fleischer’s Popeyes, Betty Boops,
Paramount Paragraphics, Popular Science (in
full color). Color Cruises, Grantland Rice Sportlights, Paramount News. . . and that wonderful
two-reeler in Technicolor,"Aladdin

PICTURES
Sure-fire money makers

and His Won-

derful Lamp", starring one- and -only

Popeye.

Salary Returns Reveal What
They Earned for 1937
(Continued

from

page

Mitchell Leisen
Robert Z. Leonard
Mervyn Le Roy
Sol Lesser
Sonya Levien
Jules Levy
Albert Lewis
Albert Lewin
A1 Lichtman
Louis D. Lighton
Anatole Litvak
Frank
Lloyd
Harold Lloyd
Arthur M. Loew
Carole Lombard
Robert Lord
F. W. Lovejoy
Edmund
Lowe
Myrna
Loy
Ernst Lubitsch
Ida Lupino
Robert Lynch

30)

■

100,593
160,000
153,517
44,990
73,333
51,400
55,416
88,000
147,000
158,250
66,666
166,208
52,166
356,074
314,000
120,333
111,791
105,416
152,583
260,833
77,666
51,450

— M—

Jeanette MacDonald
Kenneth
MacGowan
Fred
MacMurray
Leo McCarey
John McCormick
Joel McCrea
Jack McGowan
James K. McGuinness
William A. McGuire
Frank
McHugh
Victor McLaglen
Norman
McLeod
John Lee Mahin
Rouben
Mamoulian
Herman
Mankiewicz
Joseph Mankiewicz
Edgar J. Mannix
Fredric March
Gene Markey
George E. Marshall
Herbert Marshall
Nino
Martini
Zeppo Marx
Raymond
Massey
Edwin
Justus Mayer
Louis B. Mayer
Archie Mayo
C. E. K. Mees
Adolphe
Menjou
Una
Merkel
Vincent Minnelli
W. C. Michel
S. J. Miller
Abe
Montague
Robert Montgomery
Victor Moore
Frank
Morgan
Sam
E. Morris
Boris Morros
Charles C. Moskowitz
Paul Muni

238,299
86,833
92,000
77,000
85,583
106,500
78,350
66,650
102,583
59,800
164,325
70,000
72,791
118,750
61,250
86,774
157,500
484,687
74,125
62,875
198,166
56,000
78,383
16,000
68,500
1,296,503
100,750
55,788
27,083
50,224
64,735
52,000
53,542
58,033
243,250
82,785
84,983
78,000
52,333
8 6,657
109,285
— N —

Alfred
Dudley

Newman
Nichols

65,375
54,875

Brenkert-RCA Tie
Almost Welded

William F. Rodgers
Bogart Rogers
Ginger Rogers
Howard
Emmett
Rogers
Sigmund
Romberg
J. Walter Ruben
J. Robert Rubin
Charles Ruggles
Wesley Ruggles

50,900
55,249
184,583
60,950
79,000
70,000
754,254
133,236
203,051

Mark
Sandrich
Alfred Santell
David
Sarnoff
Sam
Sax
George J. Schaefer
Joseph M. Schenck
Nicholas M. Schenck
Peter Schmid
Abe Schneider
B. P. Schulberg
Randolph
Scott
Gradwell L. Sears
William A. Seiter
George B. Seitz
Edgar Selwyn
David O. Selznick
Myron
Selznick
Nathaniel Shilkret
Louis K. Sidney
Sylvia Sidney
H. P. Sievers
Sid Silverman
Fanchon
Simon
Simone Simon
Charles P. Skouras
George P. Skouras
Spyros Skouras
Edward
Small
A. W. Smith jr
C. Aubrey Smith
George A. Summerville
Ned
Sparks
John M. Stahl
Barbara
Stanwyck
Herman
Starr
Newton
I. Steers
George Stevens
John
Stone
Lewis
Stone
Hunt Stromberg
Herbert Stothart
W. G. Stuber
Preston Sturges
A. F. Sulzer
Albert Sutherland
Gladys Swarthout
Jo Swerling

108,583
162,583
83,333
51,750
78,000
118,000
541,602
53,000
84,801
152,493
60,333
71,500
132,458
77,533
119,245
203,500
110,825
50,416
150,625
114,100
54,229
60,000
58,742
110,916
242,054
26,000
346,054
62,648
52,000
66,458
90,284
16,666
107,250
198,749
52,000
54,561
124,625
64,161
48,500
265,500
59,175
59,318
134,250
60,630
88,500
61,333
50,853

— T—

Norman
Taurog
Robert Taylor
Gertrude Temple
Shirley Temple
Ben Thau
Harlan
Thompson
Franchot Tone
Spencer Tracy
Sophie Tucker
Harry Tugend
Frank Tuttle

122,000
173,352
52,166
110,256
81,750
85,383
107,291
91,750
48,888
55,083
143,916

— O—

Jack Oakie
Merle Oberon

164,416
20,500

Pat O’Brien
Floyd B. Odium
Warner
Oland (deceased)
Edna Mae Oliver
Reginald Owen
Frank
Orsatti

119,500
100,000
89,999
94,458
71,525
69,000

Ernest Pascal
Gail Patrick
Joe Penner
Robert W.
Perkins
Lily Pons
Cole Porter
Dick Powell
Eleanor Powell
William Powell
Tyrone
Power

75,050
58,333
105,333
52,000
106,023
76,500
176,249
79,125
289,443
68,691

—P—

— Q—

Martin

Quigley

69,307
— R—

George
Raft
Luise Rainer
Ralph
Rainger
Claude Rains
Harry Rapf
Basil Rathbone
Gregory Ratoff
Gene Raymond
Phil Regan
Max
Reinhardt
A1 Ritz
Harry
Ritz
James
Ritz
Hal E. Roach
Lyda Roberti (deceased)
Leo Robin
Casey
Robinson
Edward
G. Robinson
William Robinson *....
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219,399
61,499
65,416
46,083
110,166
17,708
97,308
72,083
18,975
99,000
63,923
63,923
63,923
104,000
22,350
65,416
52,650
50,000
53,400

Ernest Vajda
Dale Van Emery
W. S. Van Dyke
Anthony
Veiller
King Vidor

— V —

76,500
52,075
178,916
53,562
91,428

— W —
Hal B. Wallis
Raoul Walsh
Walter
Wanger
Albert Warner
Hairy M. Warner
Jack L. Warner
Harry Warren
Frank
Wead
Larry Weinga.rten
William A. Wellman
Bert Wheeler
Jacob Wilk
William R. Wilkerson
Carey Wilson
Walter Winchell
P. J. Wolfson
Sam
Wood
Robert Woolsey (deceased)
Sol M. Wurtzel
— Y—

208,083
145,000
130,000
98,333
115,833
137,333
64,399
53,566
119,000
203,340
89,094
52,000
52,083
55,350
150,000
51,241
134,304
89,094
182,583

Herbert J. Yates
Jack
Yellen
Loretta Young
Robert Young
Roland Young

75,180
70,100
150,019
58,625
26,666

— Z—

Darryl F. Zanuck
260,000
Adolph
Zukor
210,479
J. Cheever Cowdin paid by Standard Capital;
Marion
Davies, as
president of Cosmopolitan
Prod.; Sam
Eckman
also reported for $77,926 by
Culver

Export Co.; Ludwig
Lawrence
also reported for $57,000 by Loew’s; Arthur M. Loew also
reported for $223,118 by Culver Export; Charles

C.

Moskowitz

also

reported

for

$71,944

by

Detroit — A

new

sales

policy

that

will

mean joint national distribution by Brenkert Light Projection Co. and RCA, will go
into effect in a few weeks, it was disclosed
at the Brenkert plant here this week.
Pinal details of the plan are now being
worked out and it will be timed largely by
the appearance of the new model of the
Brenkert projector.
In connection with this a new selling
plan by which the Brenkert Co. will carry
its own commercial paper is being inaugurated. Giving details of the new plan,
William A. Rennie of the Brenkert Co.,
said:
“In

conjunction with Brenkert projectors, Brenkert distributors also will sell
RCA sound. In other words, all Brenkert
distributors will be authorized RCA distributors as well, buying their sound equipment from RCA at the usual discount.
“This involves no change in personnel
— RCA distributors will sell Brenkert projectors along with their own equipment,
and vice versa.
“There is nothing binding on the companies, but this is a personal agreement
between the two manufacturing companies. Pinal details are now being
worked out. RCA officials, and Wayne
Brenkert for our company, are both touring the country contacting the distributors, and in most cases they are in the
same town at the same time.
“The industry is ripe for something new,
and that is what we are going to give
them, in the new projector which we are
now getting ready for production.
“National announcement on the new
setup

will be made

in a

pendent upon production

few

weeks,

de-

schedules.”

Astaire to Metro
New

York — Having

completed

his RKO

contract with “The Story of Vernon and
Irene Castle,” Fred Astaire has been signed by M-G-M
for the leading role opposite Eleanor Powell

in “Broadway

Melo-

dy of 1940.”

(Continued

mation

from page

of the company

24)

on March

22, 1939.

He Told Off
They tell a yarn about A1 Lichtman and the M-G-M trademark slogan, Ars Gratia Artis.
"What does it mean,
one asked.

Al?" some-

Lightning-like, answered Lichtman:
"A cinch. It means 'The Friendly

Loew’s.

:: April 15, 1939
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DRAMA BY ITSELF WOULD

liflf i

ITING WORLD! THE COM

fill

Confessions of a

The Star:

EDW.G. ROBINSON
The Supporting Cast:

FRANCIS
Screen

LEDERER

* George Sanders * Paul Lukas

Henry O’Neill * Directed by ANATOLE
Play by Milton

Krims

and

John

Wexley

•

Based

on

materials

gathered

by Leon

G. Turrou,

ace G-Man

LITVAK
•

A First National

Picture

warner bros: greatest y1
m ■

I

H

St. Louis Likes It;
Ask Clarification

Denver — Representative
exhibitor
opinion here leans toward the trade

St. Louis — Exhibitor opinion, as far as
it now goes, inclines toward the belief the
trade pact marks a start toward better
conditions, but that there are some phases
requiring clarification.
The principal point of objection is that
the exhibitor must exercise his exclusion
privileges within 14 days after the first
run in his town or city closes. It was
brought out in discussions that many
smaller exhibitors do not sign contracts
until after pictures have been shown first
run and that, so far as they are concerned,
the new 20 per cent exclusion clause is
meaningless. In regards to designated or
preferred playdates the view is expressed
by some exhibitors that, in the last analysis, the exhibitor would be forced to do
exactly what the distributor wants in that
respect when he books percentage pictures.
Fred

Wehrenberg,

president

of

the

MPTO,

Eastern Missouri, states something must be done to protect the exclusion rights of the smaller exhibitors in
the larger cities. He suggests the exhibitor
should have the right to exercise the
privilege up to 20 per cent of his commitments provided that he does so within 14
days after the picture becomes available
for his theatre.
He

says the code

as a whole

was

in the right direction, but needs
ening.

a start

strength-

Milwaukee Withholding
Comment for Study
Milwaukee — Local exhibitors, for the
most part, are withholding comment on
the new trade practice draft approved by
the major companies until they have had
an opportunity to make a more extensive
study of it.
The

ITPA

of Wisconsin

to R. A. Tesch, business manager. Directors of the association are expected to hold
a meeting on the matter soon.

Says It

"Falls Short"

document

convinces

these

the arbitration

system

fair.

is predicated

Opinion

operators

proposed

will be

on

a

de-

cided preference for an intra-industry
system to settle differences between
buyer

and

pressure

seller as

from

the

against

outside

ward possible ultimate
tervention.

continued

leading

to-

government

in-

Omaha — C. E. Williams, president of
MPTO of Nebraska and Western Iowa, expressed pleasure with the proposed industry trade practice program submitted to
exhibitor organizations last week.
"It is by far and large the best thing
we have ever had,” he told Boxoffice.
"Time and an application of the agreement will probably bring some modifications,” he said. "But as a whole it is what
a general meeting for exhibiwant.”
we Whether
tors in the Nebraska and western Iowa
territory will be held to discuss the agreement should it be finally accepted
determined, Williams said.

hasn’t

He

expressed the belief that better results might be obtained through a series
of informative letters. The question will
be determined later.
Williams felt that many
exhibitors
would be unable to attend such a session.
There are more than 500 in the Nebraska
and western Iowa group.

Many in Minneapolis
Favor Trade Pact
(Continued

from

page

Harold

setup does nothing else but
cancerous score charges, it

will be a great step forward. Short subjects and newsreels are also adequately
taken care of in this code.
“The extension of cancellation privileges,
which is provided for, will also have a
beneficial effect on pictures; because producers will strive to make better pictures
to eliminate the cancellations.
Establishment of arbitration came in
for special commendation from George
P. Aarons, UMPTO
secretary and counsel.
"A board for arbitration or conciliation,
as a substitute for legal battles, is something we have long been trying to achieve.
“Such a board provides the machinery
whereby relations between exhibitors and
distributors can be continuously bettered.
This new code doesn’t solve everything,
but the important thing is that we do have
a way now to settle disputes.
"I would describe this code as a great
victory for the exhibitors. Anything that
brings

them closer together in a harmonious relation with the distributors is

ing with 20 per cent exclusion — practically
all independents in this area would get

6)

Field, operator

"If the new
eliminate the

a victory for the exhibitors.”

cessions for which they have been battling.
Allied leaders here, on the other hand,
are allowing national Allied to speak for
them. Apparently they have either agreed
among themselves not to talk or W. A.
Steffes, president of Northwest Allied, has
decided this attitude and has asked his
followers to hew to the line.
However,

Philadelphia — The trade practice draft
wins the hearty approval of the UMPTO
of Eastern Pennsylvania, Southern New
Jersey and Delaware.
In a statement for Boxoffice, Lewen
Pizor, president, said:
"This is an important step forward in
helping to cure a lot of evils in the business. While the draft is not 100 per cent
satisfactory, nevertheless, the opportunity
given exhibitors to present their troubles
before a board understanding the problems
of our industry will help to create a better understanding between exhibitor and
distributor groups.

Nebraska-Iowa Leader
Pleased With Pact

been

In Hearty Accord

that 20 per cent — preferred playing time,
non-forcing of shorts, elimination of score
charges and an effective arbitration setup are the points in which exhibitors in
the Kansas City area appear to be the
most interested.

Some in Pittsburgh
Are Skeptical

of one

business

of Iowa’s largest independent circuits, likes
the code and does not hesitate to say so.

manager of Allied's New England unit,
thinks this about the trade practice
code:

Pittsburgh — Little crystallization of
reactions to the trade practice code

"It looks good to me,” he tells Boxoffice.
"I believe it represents a distinct gain for
the industry. I consider . it the start of

has

Boston — Arthur

K.

Howard,

’The trade practice code plainly
was drafted to solve immediate distributor problems and, as such, falls
far

short

either

of

furnishing

momentary

or

a

solution,

lasting,

to

the

general industry guild. It's easy enough
to read between the lines of the majormachinated treaties that the Big Eight
have their hands out for a consent
decree

in the government

congressional

acceptance

culent assurances that
accord

46

practice draft on the basis of equitable
arbitration, if detailed study of the

will be guided

in its action on the new draft by Allied’s
recommendations in the matter, according

Allied Man

Philadelphia Group

For Arbitration
In Denver

has

satisfied

the

suit and

for

of their sucan

inde-major

Neely

aims."

the right sort of agreement between distributors and exhibitors. If we utilize what
we learn from experience in its operation
and build on it as we go along, there
should be more harmony and cooperation
within the industry and greater prosperity
for everybody

associated

with

it.”

Kansas City — Exhibitors here have not
had much chance to read or discuss the
new trade practice code, but when its
principal points were outlined to them in
interviews, the majority were inclined to
regard it favorably. The proposals deal-

developed

the

local

it

later.

here

Allied

far, although

Exchangemen

study the text, as
OFFICE, and were
its terms than
for comment.
Unofficially,
opinion

thus

unit may

one

on
to

published in BOXmore familiar with

those

appears

comment
continue

exhibitors
segment

skeptical

reached

of theatre
about

any

concessions offered by distributors, admitting at the same
time the draft
neither has been read nor studied to
date.

Exchangemen will make no comment, deferring all queries to their

superiors

in New

York.

BOXOFFICE
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On

Lump

Prices

Washington— George J. Schaefer,
whose entire career in the industry
has been connected with the sale of
film, expounded his views on that
provision of the Neely bill which
would make it unlawful for a distributor to lease or offer films in a
block or group of two or more at a
designated lump price for the entire
block only and that would require
exhibitors to lease all such films or
permit them to lease none.
Here they are: “This section is
ambiguous ... It takes away from
the industry the right of free enterprise, mutually advantageous to the
exhibitors and to the public. It would
operate primarily to penalize both
the seller and buyer, and ... it seems
to me, there will be many instances
in which the buyer will be in a much
less favorable position than he is at
the present time, because if the distributor is required to price such
films separately, the purchaser, by
being required to buy in piece-meal
or installments, cannot secure the advantage of wholesale prices, which he
can at the present time by buying in
groups.
“If the exhibitor is required to pay
more for his films he must, of necessity, pass on this increased cost to
the public. Thus the exhibitor does
not benefit and the distributor does
not benefit because it will cost the
distributor considerably more to sell
his product on this basis, and the
burden is passed on to the consumer
in higher prices, inferior pictures, or

Says Boxoffice, Not Morals,
Guides Exhibitor Rejection
Washington — Boxoffice, rather than
moral, considerations control the reaction
of exhibitors to product, C. C. Pettijohn,
general counsel of the MPPDA, charged as
the Neely bill hearings before the Senate
interstate commerce subcommittee continued this week.
Developing

Pettijohn

pointed
5,873
that

“Frankenstein” got none. Mae West’s
first two pictures got no rejections, and
her last got 140, showing,

he said, “some

improvement.”
“You say the public rejects them,” he
declared. “I say the exhibitor rejects them.
If they were shown to the public I believe there would have been good business
on a lot of these pictures.”
“If we did away with the block selling,”
Chairman Smith interjected, “then the
censor, or the man who assumes to cater
to the public taste, becomes the arbiter
of the fate of the picture.”
Details of the research and

preliminary

work

incidental to the production of “Alexander Graham Bell” were outlined by Col.
Jason S. Joy of 20th Century-Fox’s story
department to show the handicaps of operation under the provisions of the bill.

Burden

Proponents,

RKO

Pact Is More

Practical

Solution , Says Rodgers
Washington — Adoption of the proposed
trade practice agreement is a more practical solution of the motion picture industry’s difficulties than would be the enactment of the Neely block-booking bill, members of the Senate interstate commerce
subcommittee in charge of the measure
were told by William P. Rodgers, general
sales manager of M-G-M and leading figure in the negotiations, as the distributors
went into the second week of their fight
against the bill.

Says Schaefer

Outlining the negotiations and the provisions of the proposed agreement, a copy
of which was incorporated in the record
of the hearings, Rodgers admitted that
the major aim of the distributors was to
placate Allied States and expressed the
belief that the pending proposals are more
satisfactory to Abram F. Myers, general
counsel of that organization, and his associates than anything that has been
proffered in the past.
Pausing only to explain to Senator Smith
the details of cancellation and to outline
for Senator White the method of arbitration proposed, Rodgers detailed various of
the more important provisions of the proposals which, he stressed, were designed
to give the public groups the protection
they sought and to assure the small theatre owners of a fair deal.
:: April 15, 1939

president, asserted before the subcommittee before whom hearings are being

held that “the burden of proof is on the
proponents of the bill to show there is a
lack of community freedom in the selection of motion picture films at the present time, and that the provisions of the
bill would

give a substantially

of

couraged to buy blind. He purchases his
admission without having the

right to inspect the goods, and then having seen the production, has received his
value.” Apparently this system has its
local economic advantages, Schaefer inferred, pointing out that after an exhibitor
pays an average of 27 per cent of his gross
for film rentals, “there is a balance left
in the local community of 73 per cent for
payroll, rent, advertising and supplies, not
to mention taxes.”
He
characterized as “erroneous” the
“implication” the bill will institute a strong
censorship over the character and quality
of films. In this connection he pointed
out the proposed law “has nothing to do
with prohibiting the exhibiting of any
films of any character whatsoever ... I
submit to your committee that nothing in
the bill itself prohibits a theatre from
exhibiting any picture which it may wish
to show ... In fact, this law does not prevent the showing of entirely immoral pictures. We cannot assume that any local
exhibitor would put pecuniary consideration in the interest of public morals to a
greater

extent

than

the producers

and

dis-

Schaefer took issue with Senator Neely’s
tributors.”
assertion that “The primary purpose of this
bill is to establish community freedom in
the selection of motion picture films.”
Sees No Morals Guarantee

of Proof on Neely

Washington — In a challenge to supporters of the Neely bill, George J. Schaefer,

both.”
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the theme,

out that “Music for Madame” got
cancellations and rejections and

ticket

greater com-

“There is nothing in the proposed bill
which obligates the exhibitor to consult his
local community, and bearing in mind that
the exhibitor can only lease and book such
pictures as are actually produced, can it
be assumed that he would put aside commercial considerations in the interest of
public morals?” Schaefer
“Under any competitive
ed, “it is obvious that not
engaged in the business

asked.
system,” he addall of the people
can have exactly

what

they want at all times, because competition is likely to result in certain individual maladjustments. It is the concern
of this industry, as it is of many others,

munity freedom.”
He followed this with: “It further devolves upon the proponents to establish
that the present practices of buying and

to remedy

selling are unduly burdensome to the independent motion picture operators and
that such trade practices are monopolistic,

certain individual disappointments or frustrations under the competitive system do

both of which I deny vigorously.”
Schaefer defended the present system
of distribution and sales policies. After
touching upon the “obligation” of dealer,
or theatre owner, to manufacturer, or producer, he declared: “It would stand to
reason that, having determined in advance
that he was going to make 50 pictures at
an expenditure of some $35,000,000, the
producer should have the right to trade at
arm’s length with a dealer through branch
offices and require that dealer in open
competition to buy an agreed number of
pictures. Under the provisions of the bill,
the producer would be expected to undertake the obligation of a $35,000,000 budget and leave the dealer free of any obligations.”
In an attack on the bill’s provisions relative to blind buying, Schaefer said: “It is
to be noted that the public is also en-

to the extent that such maladjustments are basis in character. However,

not invalidate

the economic

or social justi-

fication for that system.”
Referring to the bill’s provision that
would impose price regulations on distributors, Schaefer said: “This is hobbling free
enterprise legally and commercially and
without effecting any benefit to the public
but working a hardship on the industry.
I point this out because we are asked to
scrap the present mechanism for a new
and untried one . . . The bill prohibits us
from selling our product to the best of
our ability, and I believe takes away our
constitutional rights, and hamstrings the
American

system

of free enterprise.”

Columbia

Dividend

New York — Columbia has declared a
regular quarterly dividend of $.68% on the
convertible preferred, payable May 15 to
stockholders of May 1.
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THE SIXTH AVENUE
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. . . Herewith first “full view"
pictures
of . the
world’s largest theatre
. . streamlined
...
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making more room for the
crowds and crowds heading
for Radio City to see the
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spring season’s great new
extended run attraction!

HELD OVER
THIRD WEEK!
EDNA MAY OLIVER
WALTER BRENNAN
ft K O
RADIO
PICTURES

LEW FIELDS • JANET BEECHER
. ETIENNE GIRARDOT .
PANDRO S. BERMAN in charge of Production
Ofrected by H. C. Potter Produced by George Haight
Screen Play by Richard Sherman
Adaptation by Oscar Hammeratein II and Dorothy Vost

concerts to be staged there will be under
the batons of Dr. Walter Damrosch, John
Barbirolli, Georges Enesco and Burle Marx.
The boxoffice scale has not been fixed.

Many Free Films
At World Fair
(Continued

from

page

5)

ens of features that have depicted many
critical stages through which the country
has

passed. Its running time is now estimated at 120 minutes, although this may

finally be shortened.

In the same

audi-

torium will be shown “The River” and “The
Plow That Broke the Plains.” There may
also be a series of historical shorts on view
in the Federal Building Theatre.
In the New York City Building provisions
have been made for pictures dealing with
activities of various branches of the municipal government. These will be on view
in a 200-seat theatre.
In

the

Hall

of Pharmacy,

where

there

is a 200-seat auditorium, films will be presented dealing with drug services.
Considerable
shown

in the

early
two-reel

interest

has

been

Technicolor

short

titled “Pete Roleum and His Cousins,”
which will be exhibited in the Petroleum
Industry’s Building’s 200-seat hall. The
short is said to be of a novel experimental
nature and may point the way toward an
innovation in the field of fantasy films. A
group of craftsmen under Joe Losey have
utilized rubber dolls as characters and
placed them on three-dimensional sets of a
fantastic complexion. The story has to do
with the importance of petroleum in the
world, and is demonstrated by the puppets,
which are made to appear as animated
drops

Is Tops

the list of auditoriums or amphitheatres that have an aggregate of
about 30,000 seats, all of which will cost
visitors an admission charge ranging from
10 cents up to an undetermined high, is
the Fountain Lake Amphitheatre with 10,000 seats. This will house the much-pubTopping

Open

licized “Aquacade,” produced by Billy Rose,
has not yet set the boxoffice scale.
air operas, pageants and extravaganzas will be sandwiched in between the

“Aquacade” on what is claimed to be the
world’s largest stage. The stage is about
180 feet wide and embraces a 70-foot revolving platform. It is separated from
the mainland by 60 feet of water.
A

general

admission

charge

of 40 cents

has

been set for “The Cavalcade of Centaurs,” which occupies six and a half acres
of ground and includes a grandstand and
bleachers seating 7,000. An elaborate
pageant, under the direction of John Ringling North, will be the main attraction.
It will be known as “The Rough Riders of
the World,” and will employ about 300
performers and some 150 animals. The
general effect of the layout will be that
of a boom town of the gold rush days.
The 2,500-seat World’s Fair Music Hall
will feature the Philharmonic Symphony
Orchestra of New York, the official Fair
orchestra. There will be opera performances later in the season. The numerous
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Charge
There
to

the

for Some

will be a 25 cents admission
4.000-seat

enclosed

charge

amphitheatre

that will house the “Railroads on Parade”
pageant in the Eastern Presidents’ Conference Building. This is the Fair’s largest exhibit hall, the large rotunda of which
simulates a railroad yard. In the same
building will be enacted, in small scale,
"The Story of Railroad Operation” in an
enclosure seating 1,000. The charge here
will be 10 cents. The entire production is
said to represent the largest scale open air
drama ever devised. The show, which
covers an area of five and one-half acres,
will be put on four times daily.
The Goodrich Tire and Rubber Co. has
provided

1,200 seats over its outdoor auditorium in which spectators may view
gratis a series of daredevil stunts.
There will be 1,000 seats available, possibly with a small admission charge, at
the Standard Brands exhibit. The chairs

“The
Brown.

Oregon

from

Trail,”

page

23)

new

March

One hundred
newsreel.

and

four

open-air

The

Temple

of Religion,

seating

1,200,

will have three salient aspects; convocations and meetings; music, pageants and
dramas. All musical programs will be
based on a religious motif.
Seats, seats, and still more seats. Ranging from 55, in the Addressograph-Multigraph exhibit, to 600 in the Hall of Fashion, for which there will be no charge, or
a very nominal admission, are the Equitable Life Assurance Society garden seating 250; Westinghouse’s 278-seat hall featuring dramas on the use of power; the
Vanity Fair exhibit of 200 seats, with
fashion shows as the main attraction; the
WPA
Building’s exhibit of some of the
country’s leading artists, with an outdoor
auditorium of 299 seats, and the Gas Exhibits Building, where there will be a
Puppet Opera Show in a 250-seat hall.
Into a nameless category go a number
of other attractions. None of them makes

continuous from 10 a. m. to 10 p. m. Admission will be 25 cents.
The

special color cartoons.

of Freedom,”

landscaped,

the Universe,”

Fifteen each of the “Going Places”
“Stranger Than Fiction” series.
“The
reeler.

a

to two Radio City Music Halls. The stairways take six minutes to make a complete
revolution of the show, with performances

John

Described as an innovation for 13 special two-reel musicals is the intent to
utilize this medium for the introduction
of new talent as a stepping stone to feature work. Other shorts series include:
Thirteen

in

Mack

with

“Buck Rogers Conquering
with Larry Crabbe.

arranged

structure to the 700-foot Trylon. Access
to the 18-story Perisphere will be by means
of the two longest moving stairways ever
built in this country. They will take
visitors to an exhibit filling a space equal

Up $5,000,000
(Continued

are

auditorium where Standard’s Rudy Vallee
radio show will perform on broadcast
nights. Marionette shows will be featured
in intervals.

provisions for seats, but is of such magnitude as to draw the interest of what Fair
officials believe will ultimately constitute
the majority of visitors. The Theme Focal
Exhibit means the Perisphere, companion

Universal Budget

of oil. Hanns Eisler and Oscar Levant supplied the special musical score.
Amphitheatre

who

The Men’s Apparel Quality Guild will
have an auditorium seating 2,500. This is
an open arena that will accommodate all
types of sports from baseball to cycling
events. There will also be six lecturedemonstrations daily. The scale here likewise has been delayed.

Other Attractions
Offered Gratis

and

a special twoissues

of

the

In a special category is “combination
show,” a reissue of “My Man Godfrey”
and “The Old Dark House.” Stars who
appear in these pictures include Carole
Lombard, William Powell. Charles Laughton, Melvyn Douglas, Mischa Auer and
Raymond Massey.
In addition to Scully and Blumberg,
home office representatives attending the
local gatherings are Joseph H. Seidelman,
vice-president in charge of foreign affairs;
Frank J. A. McCarthy, eastern sales manager; William J. Heineman, western sales
manager; F. Tom Murray, Charles A.
Kirby, Clarence Margon, James Jordan,
Oscar C. Binder, Andrew Sharick, Morris
Alin and Louis Pollack.

Firestone

provided

Tire and

an outdoor

Rubber

Co. has

area for concerts

that

will accommodate 1,500 persons — standing
room only. RCA and NBC have selected
television as the theme of their exhibit.
Every phase of radio art and industry will
be covered, with viewing rooms that will
accommodate 100 persons for the showing
of radioed pictures, and viewing rooms
that will hold about 160 persons, where
visitors can see their friends televised.
“Road

of

Tomorrow”

A half-mile “Road of Tomorrow,” will
feature the Ford Motor Co.’s exhibit. This
will be in the form of a road that winds
about a landscaped patio, rising in circular ramps to pass through the nave of the
building. Visitors will tour this in cars.
They also will be offered shaded tables
and chairs, pools, fountains, and the music
of a large orchestra.
The Casino of Nations will serve the
double purpose of providing dancing
couples a glimpse of the sky on clear
nights by way of a translucent canvas roof
that folds, and a 1,500 seat restaurant arranged on terraces, with waiters from 12
different nations to enable patrons from
foreign countries to order meals in their
native tongues.
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RIGHTS OF "IN MIDDLE" PARTY ESTARLISHED
BY UNION INABILITY TO HALT FILM IN N. Y.
Settlement Is Viewed

Newsreels

as

Separate Pact

A Clean-Cut Victory
For Distributors

New York — Newsreel companies
included in the distributor-Local
agreement

New

York — Illegality of efforts by Lo-

cal 306, projectionists union, to stop the
flow of product to theatres employing
operators other than 306 men is seen as
establishing an important precedent in
setting forth the rights of a third party,
in this case the distributor, in a jurisdictional issue involving two unions.
The issue was resolved in the New York
strike which was settled at 11 p. m. Saturday night and marks a clean-cut victory for distributors. Second point scored
by them is a contract covering projectionists at the home offices and exchanges
and leaves 306 with only one satisfied
demand.
A

13-Day

Walkout

The strike ran 13 days. When it was
called March 27, Local 306 insisted exchanges cut off their service to theatres
using operators other than this union’s.
Nicholas M. Schenck, George J. Schaefer,
J. Robert Rubin and William J. Donovan
hurried to Washington and conferred
there with Thurman Arnold of the department of justice. Two investigators
were assigned to check up and, in their
findings, reported the strike illegal.
The union, thereafter, persisted in its
demands, not having received official instructions from the government. However,
at a two-day session at the Hotel Astor,
April 7-8, the jurisdictional angle, precipitated originally by 306’s campaign to dislodge the Empire union and replace Century and Cocalis houses employing Empire men with 306 men, was dropped. The
meeting then turned to wages and hours
for operators at home offices and exchanges.
State

Official

Instrumental

At the eight-hour Friday session and
the 13-hour Saturday meeting, Commissioner Arthur S. Meyer of the State Mediation Board was chiefly instrumental in
bringing about a harmonious understanding among the 20 home office executives
and lawyers and ten union executives, including Joseph D. Basson, president of
306; Matthew Levy, attorney; Richard
Walsh of the IA; Charles Bickman, secretary of the local; Dick Cancellire, Wallace Burns, Charles Keilhurn, Frank Ruddick, Joseph Kelbin and Richard Scott.
Distributors for months had been trying
to get a contract covering projectionists
in home offices and exchanges without
success. Pathe News six months ago signed
an agreement and, at about the same time,
operators at the 20th-Fox home office and
laboratory walked out when their demands
for increases were rejected. The strike
was short lived and the increases granted.
About 14 men were involved.
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Make

will

settling the local

negotiate

from that
exchange
With

a

contract

embracing
operators.

the strike over

home
there

eral sigh of relief. Home

are
306

strike, but
separately
office

and

is a

gen-

office screen-

ings are back on schedule after a twoweek lapse and exchange booths are
operating on a 35-hour-a-week basis
as provided in the new contract.

Under

the terms of the contract agreed

upon for home office and exchange operators, these men will be given back pay for
the period from Sept. 1, 1937. The pact,
which, in effect, is retroactive to that date,
runs until Sept. 1, 1940.
Increases under the contract vary from
5 to 15 per cent according to the companies involved. Columbia and Paramount
have been paying 10 per cent from Sept. 1,
1937 and will now pay an additional five
per cent. In the instance of 20th-Fox,
the men will be given a five per cent hike
and back pay retroactive from the time
the last increase went into effect about
six months ago. Virtually all other distributors are within the 15 per cent classification and also will give back pay to the
men who have not received increases until
this week.
Original

Demands

May Settle Vital Point
In Jurisdictional
Rows in Future

Shaved

Local 306 originally demanded increases
of 10 and 10 per cent, but settled for 10
and five. The two men-in-a-booth and
Empire angle did not enter into the Astor
Hotel discussions. Neither did the wage
scale for operators in theatres. Under the
new scale, home office and exchange
operators are receiving $87.50 whereas, in
some cases, the men have been getting as
low as $63.74 and as high as $84.15. The
hour schedule has been reduced from 38
hours a week to 35 for five days a week.
Distributors granted this concession because the majority do not use the men
the extra three hours. With the settlement and signing of the contract, the
wage scale is now uniform. Heretofore,
the men at different companies received
varying scales.
In securing the increases and back pay,
the union won its only demand. Night
shifts at exchanges returned to work late
Saturday night and home office projectionists reported back to work Monday.
Lawyers were busy over the weekend rushing through the contract which was signed
several days later.
Loew’s was compelled to delay the opening of the Olympia, on upper Broadway,
from Thursday to Sunday because of the
strike. The theatre was taken over by the
major circuit in a partnership deal in-

volving the Stoddard which continues under Skouras management.
Less than 50 operators will benefit by
the increases and back pay adjustments.
No figures are available on how much it
will cost major companies because of the
different increases along the line.
Members of Local B-51 have also returned to their back room posts. This
union, affiliated with the IA, joined the
operators walkout when picket lines were
established at exchanges. Each exchange
service employee received $7.50 a week for
the two weeks he was out, the local contributing $5 and the IA $10. The men met
Wednesday at the Capitol Hotel and Lou
Johnson, president, outlined conditions of
the settlement.
Threatened

Theatre

Pickets

With the arguments focused on wages
and hours for operators, the union delegates threatened to set up picket lines
in front of theatres, contending the dispute came within the provisions of the
Norris-La Guardia Act. The union delegation occupied suite 342, while distributors and attorneys deliberated in an adjoining room at the Astor with Commissioner Meyer acting as intermediary.
Both union executives and distributors
declined to comment on the settlement
until the contracts were signed. Boxoffice, however,

reached

Commissioner

Meyer

at his home in Scarsdale Sunday when
he said, “It was a ticklish situation and
simply settled,” adding, “I am glad everything is over in so short a time.”
Here

For

Meetings

Joseph Bernhard flew in from the coast
especially for the meetings. Also from the
Warner organization were Gradwell L.
Sears, Carl Leserman and H. I. Levinson,
attorney. Representing 20th-Fox was William C. Michel. From Loew’s and M-G-M
were C. C. Moskowitz, Marvin Schenck,
Irving Greenfield, Mike Rosen and Tom
Connors. Leslie E. Thompson represented
RKO. Arthur Schwartz of Schwartz and
Frohlich acted for Columbia. A. Montague attended the Friday session, but not
the Saturday one. Harry D. Buckley, UA;
Leonard Goldenson, Paramount, and
Adolph Schimmel, Universal, rounded out
the distributor representation.
Supreme Court Justice Ferdinand Pecora
has referred an application by the New
York State Labor Relations board to punish the United Long Island Theatre Corporation, the Cross Island Amusement
Corp., the Northern Amusement Corp., the
Laurelton Amusement Co., the Linden
Operating

Corp., and the Merrick-Gabler

(Continued

on page 58-E)
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ASK ARBITRATION, RE-ALLOCATIONS AIRING,
OTHERWISE N. Y. INDT'TS APPROVE DRAFT
fairly represent

ITOA Takes Categorical
Stand Against Quartet
York — The

ITOA

feels the

trade

draft is “a step in the right direction,” but withholds formal ratification
until four “essential issues” are ironed
out, the organization states in The Independent, its official publication.
Three of the issues revolve about arbitration; the fourth seeks insertion of a
dealing with re-allocation of pictures. A satisfactory restatement of these

“matters” in the proposed code “is the
sine qua non of participation by the ITOA
in the code,” the article states. A literal
translation of the Latin goes: “without
which not, something absolutely necessary.”
This is the ITOA’s position on the first
point which it desires revised. “The code
provides for arbitration in specific instances as enumerated, and likewise provides in article 14, section 1, that any
claim by either party to a license agreement that the other party has breached
any provision thereof shall be subject to
arbitration.
“However,” it adds, “article five, subdivision A, and article 14, subdivision four,
specifically exempt from arbitration the
question of license fees or others terms or
conditions upon which motion pictures
may be licensed by a distributor to an
exhibitor. We suggest that unless the
phrase ‘other terms or conditions’ is
clarified a great deal of confusion will
arise as to exactly what is the subject of
arbitration.”
Arbitration Without Exception
The organization, on this point, takes
the position it is “unqualifiedly opposed to
any code which does not make every dispute of whatsoever nature or description
the subject of arbitration. Failing that,
the code must be greatly amplified ... To
permit exceptions would only continue the
present tendency to resort to the courts.
We see no reason for any exceptions.”
Holding “that in principle, the machinery of arbitration is satisfactory with one
exception,” the ITOA goes on
ond point, herein described.

to its sec-

“While exhibitor associations are to
choose the general panel, the code provides that the neutral panel is to be
mutually agreed upon by the distributors
and exhibitor interests. This means that
in the choice of the all-important neutral
panel, affiliated exhibitors will have an
equal voice with independent exhibitors.
We believe it cannot be contradicted that
the choice of a neutral panel by distributor representatives is a sufficient protection to affiliated distributors and that
only independent exhibitors should have a
voice in the choice of the neutral panel.
Only in this manner can the neutral panel

52

of

goes:

practice

clause

on behalf

exhibitors.”
Point three seeks to revise the clause
dealing with liquidated damages. It

Of "Obstacles"
New

the industry

“Article 14, subdivision one, provides that, in the event of a breach of the
contract by a distributor, arbitrators are
restricted to awarding as damages the
amount fixed as liquidated damages in the
license contract. This merely perpetuates
the present unfair provision of the
standard contract,” the article states.
“When an exhibitor breaches a contract,
the damages of the distributor can usually,
if not in all cases, be specifically and adequately determined. On the other hand,
a breach by a distributor, especially when
arising from the failure of the distributor
to deliver a picture, results in damages far
and above the amount of the license fee.
The arbitrators should be permitted to
compensate an exhibitor adequately for
any breach by a distributor since the
liquidated damages as fixed in the standard contracts unreasonably limit such
The fourth point which the ITOA wants
damages.”
“overcome” deals with re-allocations. “We
feel,” says

the

article, “that

the

A Rigid Maintenance
Film Classifications
Is a Demand
should

of

prohibit a distributor from reallocating pictures for any reason such as

re-designating a B picture or, as sometimes happened in the past, even a C picture as an A picture. Once classified, such
designation should stand.”
The four “obstacles” referred to “must
be overcome if the code is to mean anything,” the organization feels. “We volunteer our efforts in any fashion that may
be requested of us to iron out any differences that exist as a result of these suggestions and, as in the past, will continue
to be reasonable in arriving at a happy
Although the ITOA holds that “some of
solution.”
the language is inadequate” in other portions of the proposed code, “the statement of the principle is the more importInformed
of the position
ant requisite.”
(Continued

code

on

page

taken

by the

58-G)

Trade Practice Pact Draws
Mixed

Reaction

in Detroit

Detroit — Affiliated circuit men here decline to comment on the trade practice
code, feeling statements should come from
New York. Thus far, the pact meets with
favorable comment from leading exhibitors
questioned, but there is a general disinclination to decline comment for publication on the ground more time is necessary to appraise the provisions in detail.
However, Ray Moon, general manager
of Mutual Theatres, local cooperative booking group, thinks this:
“The pact looks like a sincere effort
in the direction of solving some of the
industry’s problems. It remains to be seen,
of course, whether it will do it or not.
“From preliminary study, it looks like
a very big improvement over the existing
situation. It looks particularly good on
the cancellation business, and the score
charge,

which has been one of the
hibitors biggest worries for years.

ex-

“Divorce of short subjects and newsreels from the features in selling, if they
really mean it, is perhaps the biggest
benefit for the exhibitor in the whole
“I
pact.

think

exhibitors

will

welcome

the

whole pact idea wholeheartedly.”
The pact gets a cold reception from
David M. Idzal, managing director of the
Fox. He thinks:
“The

principal

difficulty in arriving

such

a pact is that

what

applies

in one

city won’t apply in another. For instance,
Detroit has no zoning plan — other cities do.
I’m not in favor of the pact, because you
can’t set up anything on a national basis
that will apply to every local situation.
“The time spent in developing it has
not been wasted, however, because real
progress
placed

has

been made toward an understanding, even though it cannot be

precisely

in words.

We

know

the

pact won’t work out, because it is full of
loopholes to begin with. Too much is a
matter of interpretation. What do specific terms in the pact mean, for instance?
Different trade
ferent answers.

authorities

can

give dif-

“There were a lot of things in the industry that were wrong — such as forcing
the exhibitor to buy shorts along with features, and score charges. But they eliminate score charges and raise film rental.
Is that fair trade? On the other hand,
the average independent exhibitor doesn’t
know what is back of a film production.
But when a circuit buys pictures, it is
usually represented by experienced men
who have an understanding of production.
“After
member

all, are there any real independents? The ‘independent’ is usually a
of some trade association group

at
anyway.”
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RAYMOND MASSEY

SPENCER

Star of the current Broadway success, "Abe Lincoln
in Illinois." Courtesy Max
Gordon Plays and Pictures Corp., who will produce the picture.

Courtesy

DEANNA

TRACY
of MGM.

Courtesy

DURBIN

LOWELL

of Universal.

THOMAS

Courtesy Movietone

ROBERT E. SHERWOOD

News

Author

THIS SHORT SUBJECT RUNS 10 MINUTES. SUPPLIED GRATIS TO
ALL EXHIBITORS TAKING COLLECTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE

of "Abe

Lincoln I

The
Playwrights
Co., pro-J
in Illinois."
Courtesy
of '
ducers of the play. ,

Proceeds for the future support of the Will Rogers Memorial Hospital, Saranac Lake, N. Y., and for its kindred philanthropies,
maintained for the needy of stage and screen. And for the aid of local institutions specializing in the care of handicapped children

WILL
I Orict

ROGERS
WEEK

BEGINNING

NATIONAL

THURSDAY,

APRIL 20th

• MAJOR

THEATRE
L. E. THOMPSON,

WEEK

Chairman

Order prints from the following Zone Chairmen of WILL ROGERS NATIONAL
THEATRE WEEK ... or from any branch manager or film salesman:
Zone Chairman

and Company

BANY
Philip Fox, Columbia
ATLANTA
John Ezell, Universal
BOSTON
Morris Wolf, Metro
BUFFALO
Sydney Samson, 20th Century-Fox
CHARLOTTE .
Robert J. Ingram, Columbia
CHICAGO ..........
Jack Osserman, RKO
CINCINNATI
Edwin Booth, Metro
CLEVELAND . . . . . . . . . Frank D. Drew, Metro
DALLAS
Doak Roberts, Warner Bros.
DENVER
H. A. Friedel, Metro

District

«

Zone Chairman

and Company

DES MOINES
R. M. Copeland, Paramount
DETROIT
Frank Downey, Metro
INDIANAPOLIS . . .George T. Landis, 20th Century-Fox
KANSAS CITY
William Warner, Warner Bros.
LOS ANGELES
Clayton T. Lynch, Metro
MEMPHIS
James Rogers, Columbia
MILWAUKEE
Arthur N. Schmitz, RKO
MINNEAPOLIS
Harold Johnson, Universal
NEW HAVEN
Lou Wechsler, United Artists
NEW ORLEANS
E. B. Price, Paramount
NEW YORK CITY. . Harry H. Buxbadm, 20th Century-Fox

District
Zone Chairman and Company
OKLAHOMA CITY
Ralph B. Williams, RKO
OMAHA
Al Mendenhall, Paramount
PHILADELPHIA
F. L. McNamee, RKO
PITTSBURGH
Harry Seed, Warner Bros.
PORTLAND
Louis Amacher, Metro
ST. LOUIS
John E. Garrison, Universal
SALT LAKE CITY . . . Charles Walker, 20th Century-Fox
SAN FRANCISCO . . Dennis J. McNerney, United Artists
SEATTLE
Lawrence J. McGinley, Universal
S.IOUX FALLS
Sherman Fitch, RKO
WASHINGTON
....
Sam Wheeler, 20th Center Fox , .

RKO Associates Tender
McCausland a Party

Goldwgn Suit Gets
Thorough Airing
New

York — With

New

the shift of the Sam-

uel Goldwyn action against UA to Wilmington federal court, the pros and cons
of the controversy are now being aired in
the trade press by respective counsel.
With the re-filing, Max D. Steuer, his
attorney, issued a three-page statement in
which the UA producer- partner was pictured as intending the suit to keep the
company on a relatively high plane, although desiring the courts to adjudicate
his claim that his contract with UA had
been breached.
Twenty-four hours later, Charles
Schwartz, attorney who will defend the
action for UA, replied to Steuer. Schwartz
revealed the new suit “departs radically”
from that originally filed in the supreme
court here. Schwartz said Goldwyn has
now changed his cause of action, confining the issue solely to seeking cancellation of his current contract.
No

York — About

friends turned

out

65

associates

at the Hotel

and

Astor

Thursday evening to honor A. H. McCausland, trustee’s representative in RKO for
the past six years who joins Famous Productions at Universal. Ned E. Depinet presented McCausland with a complete set of
golf clubs and initialed bag.
Among those who attended were George
J. Schaefer, Merlin H. Aylesworth, Nate
J. Blumberg, William Mallard, W. H.
Clark, S. Barret McCormick, Ed McEvoy,
Cresson Smith, H. M. Richey, G. E. Youngman, Malcolm Kingsberg, Fred Meyers,
Max Fellerman, Major Leslie E. Thompson, Senator J. H. Walters, Leon Goldberg,
O. C. Doering jr., W. J. Merrill, Fred Ullman, Hal Horne, A1 Sindlinger, Frank
Donovan, A. A. Shubart and Mike Poller.
Wires were received from Phil Reisman,
John J. O’Connor, Jules Levy and Andrew
Christiansen, Irving Trust Co. official
who comes on from the coast next week
to take over McCausland’s work pending
consummation of RKO’s reorganization.

Old Pact Mention

While this was also the main point in
the original suit, there was also sought
permission for reinstatement of Goldwyn’s old contract with UA. This latter
point is not mentioned in the Wilmington
action. In fact, the nature of the action
caused Schwartz to remark that in his
long legal experience he had never seen

Heads
New

York — Ed

Ad Sales
Hollander

succeeds

Lee

Balsly as ad sales manager of 20th-Fox,
the latter having resigned to enter exhibition with the R. R. Allison Circuit of
Cresson, Pa.

such a legal paper. “Goldwyn,” he observed, “is asking the courts to tell him
if UA has breached its contract. He says
the company has. Such being the contention, I would assume he would go to
the directors, state his position, and withdraw.” But since Goldwyn has chosen to
fight the issue in the courts, UA will fight
back “most vigorously
Schwartz said.

and

would attend the Allied sponsored World’s
Fair Convention and Motion Picture Exposition at the Hotel Astor, May 23-24-25,
coincidentally with Allied’s convention.

Pathe

Film

directors

Pont. Operations of Pathe Film itself resulted in a loss of $149,288.29.

Nine Demolished , Eight
Darkened in Gotham

Schwartz

New

said

speaking for them, said: “Regardless of
the outcome of the lawsuit, the other
stockholders are determined that at no
time will they permit him to have any
voice in the management and operation
of the company other than that to which
he is entitled as a one-fifth owner — no
more, no less. The sooner Goldwyn gets
that through his head and stops fuming
and fussing, the sooner will he have peace

York — Seven

had a net profit of $77,158.36, which includes dividends totaling $245,000 from Du

therein.”
The other UA partners apparently have
set their course with Goldwyn. Schwartz,

54

present.
After some suggested changes by members, the draft will undergo further revision. It is then planned to hold another session with all independents here
seeking full approval before sending the
final draft to Allied’s New York headquarters, where Harry G. Kosch, general
counsel, will consult with distributors. The
committee engaged in the clearance revision proposals consists of Jake Rappaport, J. K. Schuchert and Frank Minor.
Clearance conditions existing in Albany
and Rochester were described to members
by E. Thornton Kelly, executive secretary.
Kelly also reported progress in subduing
state legislation aimed at theatres. He
was given assurance a large delegation

president.
In its annual report for 1938, Pathe Him

“the substance of the complaint does not
even remotely jibe with this statement,”
because “not a word of objection to any
change in management policy is contained

of mind.”

The draft, described as being in “very
rough” form, contains the organization’s
version of the manner in which pictures
could “clear” the local area in 60 days,
contrasted to the purported three and a
half months’ schedule that obtains at

New

which it was organized.”
It is Steuer’s contention UA’s internal
management has completely changed its
policy from the time it was first organized to distribute pictures made by companies of the first magnitude or by artists
of the first rank, “to the detriment of UA
and the Goldwyn corporation.”
by

report proposing

city-wide clearance revision was submitted to 44 members of the local Allied
unit, meeting at the Hotel Statler here.

are slated to be re-elected at the annual
stockholders’ meeting, April 25, here. They
are Henry J. Guild, Allan P. Kirby, Robert
M. McKinney, Louis Phillips, Charles A.
Stone, Kenneth M. Young and Robert R.
Young. Election of officers will follow
shortly thereafter. O. Henry Briggs is

It is Steuer’s opinion Goldwyn’s suit is
not designed “to injure or destroy” the
company, but “on the contrary, the desire is to keep UA on the high plane on

Denied

Buffalo — A committee

a

Pathe to Rename Seven
Directors at Meeting

intensely,”

This was denied by Schwartz, who

A New Clearance
Draft in Buffalo

— Photo by Cosmo-Sileo

Even

the Rockefellers —

Now that the 6th Avenue “L” is down,
anyone interested may learn what
the front of the Music Hall looks like.
It’s never been seen before, not even
by the Rockefellers who built Radio
is, unless
City. That
sketches
are included.

architects’

York — Nine

theatres

in the local

area were demolished since the first of
the year and removed from the film map
and eight others were darkened during
the same period by independent operators.
Houses no longer existing are the Circle,
Fifth Ave., in Manhattan: Alhambra, New
Plaza, Nostrand, Skillman, Sun Ray and
Washington, in Brooklyn; Strand, Hasbrouck Heights, N. J. Closed houses include the Bridge, Chaloner, Cinema, Penn
Newsreel and Squire, in Manhattan; Lido,
Long Beach, L. I.; Cameo, Yonkers; Highlands Auditorium, Highlands, N. J.
Erickson
New

in East

York — Clarence

Erickson,

general

manager for Walter Wanger, is here setting up the sales policy on the new season
product with United Artists officials.
BOXOFFICE
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NEELY COMMITTEE INFORMED MAJORS REND
BACKWARDS IN DESIRE TO AID "SMALL MAN"
Wm. F. Rodgers Testimony
Stresses Cooperation
Given Independent

A Guild Agent
Respects Public
Washington — Hollywood

By EARLE
Washington

—

is

sometimes

not

profitable for us to deal with this socalled small man, but, nevertheless, we
recognize his position and in effort to
straighten out difficulties within the confines of our industry we have bent backwards,” William F. Rodgers, general sales
manager of M-G-M, declared before the
senate subcommittee conducting hearings
on the Neely bill.
Public protection is afforded largely
through the arbitration provisions and
those for cancellation of pictures repugnant to a community on moral, racial or religious grounds, he explained. “We believe that from the standpoint of these
folks who represent the public groups this
protects them,” he said. “It was included
without having been requested by any exhibitor body.”
Percentage

Run

Anytime

Other provisions referred to by Rodgers
were those permitting weekday showing
of pictures booked originally for weekend
exhibition which theatre owners felt were
not suitable for that period, and the arrangements made to permit exhibitors to
get outstanding pictures without having to
take the entire block.
“There should be no occasion in the
future for anyone to feel that they were
denied getting some picture,” he declared,
“but we have also established a provision
that we do not want this clause used to
buy any single distributors’ pictures simply from a quality standpoint.”
Also, he said, so far as small houses are
concerned pictures on percentage may be
played at any time designated by the
exhibitor.
Score

Charge

Sacrificed

“The

small theatre has decided advantages under this proposal that will give
him not all the Neely bill provides but a
great many concessions he never before
had,” he commented.
“If this will give all the Neely bill provides, why not just pass the Neely bill,”
Senator Neely queried.
“I didn’t say ‘all,’ ” Rodgers explained.
“ ‘Nearly all.’ ”
There have been complaints that exhibitors in some areas could not get product, he continued, and proposals provide
that they can get some pictures from
every distributor.
“Allied particularly objected because
pictures had been taken away from independents in some places to go to larger
houses,” he said. “We have tried to take
care of that and, I believe, to Mr. Myers’
satisfaction. We have agreed not to take
away pictures from a small man for the
BOXOFFICE
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do

not

feel the public has a 12-year-old mind,
declared Ralph Block, representing the

A. DYER

“It

writers

Practices Code Provisions
Will Be of General
Aid Is a Belief

Screen Writers’ Guild, before the Interstate Commerce subcommittee hearings on
the Neely Bill.
“There is a growing conviction among
the writers, actors and directors of Hollywood,” Block said, “that creators cannot
condescend to the public taste, that the
public today can be trusted to accept the
best possible motion picture creations
from the standpoint of ethics and taste,
and that the responsibility of the creator
now is to find technical methods and
imaginative processes sufficiently effective to transmit at their highest potentiality subjects of significance and social
Block, who is a former president of the
guild
value.”and a one-time producer, asserted
the enactment of the bill “would place
insurmountable obstacles in the way of
those creators for the screen who, by their
social outlook, taste, and desire for increased scope of expression, are now in a
position materially to influence motion
picture production for the better.”
Proponents of the bill, Block charged,
understand films only vaguely as an instrument and form of expression which
has social function all outside of its activity as an economic factor in American
life.
He then went on to discuss how a writer
goes about creating a story for the screen.
Pointing out the effort, time and expenditure of money that goes into a production,
Block contended “there has been no
method discovered yet whereby financial
and artistic success in front of the public can be assured.”
sole purpose
man.

of giving them

be acceptable to those who want to accept it, but, we think, accept it or not,
they will still benefit from many of its
provisions,” he declared.
Citing M-G-M’s experience with “A
Christmas Carol,” on which it received
1,292 cancellations, Rodgers said “I am
simply trying to emphasize that from a
moral standpoint there is no issue here.
There is no provision in the Neely bill
that will prevent an exhibitor from passing up ‘A Christmas Carol,’ because, admittedly, it is not successful from a boxoffice standpoint.”
Much of Rodgers’ final testimony was
devoted to rebuttal of charges made earlier
by Allied witnesses.
UA

Sales

Other

difficulties which are to be corrected are the requirement in some instances that an exhibitor take shorts,
newsreels or other product to get feature
service, which is to be eliminated, and
the score charge, also to be cut out. The
latter, Rodgers said, will cost M-G-M
alone over $600,000 a year.
Answering a question by Senator White
as to how the exhibitors are receiving the
proposals, Rodgers said that while Allied
is still antagonistic to them, other organizations, including the MPTOA, Southern
California exhibitors, Independent Theatre Owners of Metropolitan New York,
the Virginia theatre owners association
and the Iowa and Nebraska exhibitors
have indicated their intention of accepting although, he said, all of them want
some amendments.
“There is no question that this code will

Selective

asserted,
looked
overto Loew’s
UA entire
contract andhe
found
it had
take the
UA output, plus five English pictures, and,
he pointed out, had to buy them blindly.
Meeting charges of oppression leveled
by Sidney M. Samuelson and Nathan
Yamins, Rodgers said he had never heard
of any exhibitors being forced out of business. On the other hand, he testified,
Samuelson has had a monopoly in Newton, N. J., for many years, and the
“threat” which he complained of to the
subcommittee, that unless he eased off on
the Neely bill he would get competition,
came from another independent exhibitor
and not from one of the “Big Eight.”
Details

to a larger

Not

It is not true, he declared, that only
the best pictures are sent to England, nor
is it true that United Artists sells its
pictures selectively. On the contrary, he

English

Setup

“Samuelson said the first-run controlled theatres get the pictures first,”
Rodgers said. “In his case he plays pictures within two or three days in Newton
after the Capitol in New York. The highest rental ever received from the Capitol
was $80,000; Samuelson had the same
picture while it was being played at the
Capitol for exactly $50.
“Of these independent theatres that
claim to be so oppressed, I would like to
know how many of the 10,000 in existence
went into detail regarding the
areRodgers
for sale.”
English system, which Allied spokesmen
had held demonstrated the feasibility of
the Neely bill. It is true, he said, that
they have trade showings in England, but
there is no selectivity “and it is only a
question of the date on which it is to
play and the price to be paid for it.” Pictures are booked in blocks and, further,
(Continued

on page 56)
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lh% Curtailment
As Consequence

duction, and plans also to produce “Ivanhoe” at the cost of another million.
Expressing the belief that every worthwhile classic has been filmed, Schaefer
said if such is not the case the civic

(Continued from page 55)
cannot be sold for six months after the
trade showing.
“That may be very fine for England,”
he commented, “but I do not think it
would be very fine for the exhibitors of
America. There are not three companies
in this business that could stand the increased cost of following the English law.”
Rodgers denied Yamins’ assertion that
the bill would not tend to curtail production. M-G-M, he said, would have to cut
down at least 25 per cent, which would
mean a curtailment of employment and
abandonment
tures.

of experiments

in better pic-

Declaring that there is nothing in the
Neely bill to insure the showing of better
or more moral pictures, George J. Schaefer, president of RKO, drew from Chairman Smith and Senator White statements
that they were interested only in that
phase of the legislation.
Is Morality Marketable?
The

department of justice and the federal trade commission can take care of

groups need only to present a list of those
they would like to have picturized and the
companies undoubtedly would undertake
them.
Taking

up the charges made by independent exhibitors, Schaefer answered the

allegation that “Snow White” could not be
bought singly, asserting that it could and
was booked without blocks.
His statement was picked up by Senator
Neely

who asserted he had received complaints from two West Virginia exhibitors
of their inability to get the picture.

“I say to you frankly that in a competitive situation where a man says ‘I will
buy your 41 pictures and also “Snow

—

Reaffirming

Robert

Montgomery’s statements before the interstate commerce subcommittee, Kenneth Thomson, executive secretary of the

monopoly and trade practices in the industry, Senator White declared, and the
only thing in which he is interested is
in the moral phases.

Actors’ Guild, asserted his organization believes that, should the Neely bill
become law, the industry would be thrown
into chaos from which it would not recover for years.

“I take it that this whole business is
predicated upon profit,” Chairman Smith
interpolated. “They cannot go on making
pictures that do not sell. That is fundamental, and what, in your opinion, Senator White, would be the moral uplift if
you left it to the exhibitor to select the
pictures and he selected the wholly moral

He went on to say, “The Guild feels
that the enactment of this bill, which destroys the methods by which the theatres
in this country are provided regularly
with the film necessary to their existence,
would inevitably cause the closing of many
theatres, curtailment of production, and
the consequent unemployment of the

ones and nobody came to see them?”
“You cannot legislate quality into product,” Schaefer told the subcommittee. Nor,
he added, can motion pictures be placed in
the same category as public utilities and
railroads in the development of legislation.

actors whom we represent.”
Thomson referred to himself

“We do not suggest our industry is
privileged and not subject to reasonable
and wise regulation, but it should not be
compared with public utilities or railroads,”
he declared.
Sees Partisan Attitude
“You are dealing with a manufacturer
and attempting to put restrictions on that
manufacturer, but leaving the exhibitor,
who is actually the dealer, unshackled.
“Certainly some poor pictures are made,
but there are more good pictures made
than poor ones.
“This

bill is not

the

answer

to Miss

Lyford’s prayer. The only answer to that
hope is better authors, better stories, better plays and better producers, and, we
ask, where are they? We buy the best we
can get.”
The very pictures which Miss Lyford and
other witnesses condemned, Schaefer
pointed
Sunday

out, were passed by the Massachusetts department of public safety for
showing.

All of the companies are seeking constantly to improve their pictures, he told
the senators. RKO has acquired the rights
to “Abe Lincoln of Illinois” and “The
American Way” at a cost of $500,000 and
may spend up to $3,000,000 in their pro-
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White”,’ is it good business for me to sell
‘Snow White’ and my 41 pictures or to
say ‘I will sell you

“Snow

White”

but the

other fellow has to take my 41?’”
However, he explained, the cases to
which the Senator referred were settled
to the satisfaction
cerned.

of the exhibitors

con-

Where theatres have more product than
they can use, Schaefer continued, as had
been charged by exhibitor witnesses, it frequently was due to the exhibitor involved
making readjustments in his operating
policies, as in the case of Nathan Yamins, who took over a first-run theatre and
made it second run.
Yamins, he pointed out, had a monopoly
for years. Recently, local interests in Fall
River undertook construction of a new the-

SAG Takes an
Ominous View
Washington

Schaefer Accounts
For Film Excess

Screen

as one who

atre and, Schaefer charged, Yamins attempted to block the issuance of building
permit and operating license. He was not
successful, and the theatre is now being
constructed, he said.
Refutation by UA
Schaefer also answered Yamins’ testimony that United Artists did not sell in
blocks. Pointing out that he had been
head of that company and should be in
position to know the facts, the witness
declared that UA did sell in blocks and
that, in fact, “it would be more difficult
for United Artists to sell under the Neely
bill than any other company.”
He also controverted Yamins’ assertion
that there are 160 producers in Hollywood who could turn out pictures under
the Neely bill, declared that there may be
that many producers but they are in the

had spent ten years of his life as an actor
in motion pictures, during which time he
appeared in at least 50 films, both silent
and sound. He also said in the last five
years it has been his duty to observe

employ

closely the production
tire industry.

ment that “I’m going to join them.”
If, as charged by proponents of the bill,
the distributors were forcing their prod-

methods

of the en-

“Therefore,” Thomson
said, “I feel
qualified to state that the substitute for

of the major companies at “headache” salaries. This brought from Senator Neely acid comment that one film executive received more than all of the 96
members of the United States Senate, and

from

Thomson told the committee members, “In
every case I have been furnished, not with
a synopsis but a complete shooting manuscript and I never knew until I saw the
finished picture on the screen and before
an audience just what the result of all
the effort and expenditure would be.”
“I submit to you,” he added, “that the
average exhibitor is no more qualified to
judge what a picture will be from a study
of a synopsis

than

stand the Einstein

he would
Theory.”

be to under-

Smith

the facetious

com-

uct, all pictures put out by any one company during a year should have approximately the same number of contracts, it

‘blind selling’ in the Neely bill will not
accomplish what the proponents of the bill
expect of it for two reasons.”
Those two reasons, according to Thomson, are that it would place production
into a straight jacket, making it impossible
for all hands concerned to improve a picture after production, and secondly, it
presupposes the exhibitor is capable even
from a complete synopsis to judge what
the finished picture would be like.
Referring to his acting experience,

Chairman

was

pointed out by C. C. Pettijohn in submitting figures on the 1937-38 sales of a
half-dozen companies.
Runs for
“Hits”
“That Many
the charge
is unfounded,”
he
said, “is proven by the fact that the most
popular pictures of any company will have
four to five times as many showings as
its most unpopular.” That morals have
little to do with the situation, he added,
is shown by the fact that five years ago
the most popular pictures in the country
were those of the late Will Rogers and
Mae West; also, he said, it is proven by
the fact that some companies received few
bookings for “fine” pictures as compared
with those of the type under attack.
To

show that compulsory block booking is a myth, he said, the figures for
1937-38 show that the number of contracts secured by 20th Century-Fox ranged
from

12,214 on “In Old Chicago”
(Continued on page 57)
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Figures Show Wide
Variation in Runs

Washington
signed

(Continued

from page 56)

119 on “Thin Ice,” to 3,581 on “Dinner
at the Ritz.” Paramount ranged from
13,200 on “Wells Fargo” and 11,532 on
“The Buccaneer” to 3,947 on “Love on
Toast.” RKO ranged from 9,567 on “Stage
Door” and 9,073 on “Radio City Revels”
to 845 on “The Rat.” Universal ranged
from 10,569 on “Three Smart Girls” and
9,892 on “My Man Godfrey” to 2,315 on
“Four Days’ Wonder,” while M-G-M
ranged from 10,873 on “Navy Blue and
Gold” and 10,784 on “The Bad Man of
Brimstone” to 5,455 on “The Chaser,” and
Columbia ran from 10,298 on “Theodora
Goes Wild” and 9,907 on “Pennies From
Heaven” to 2,006 on “The Beloved Vagabond.”
“These schedules show a very wide variation in the number of theatres that show
the different pictures released in the same
group block by the same company,” Pettijohn pointed out. “If they are sold by
compulsory block booking, most theatres
must have a big cancellation privilege. If
not, then most of the theatres must have
a very wide selection when they buy.
Many

Outs

Available

“Actually, exhibitors have a variety of
ways to get out of playing a picture.
They may have a selective contract, that
is, buy 40 out of 50, the 40 to be selected
as they are released. They may persuade
the distributors to cancel a picture by
mutual agreement, by bargaining and trading. Or they may just refuse to play it
and defy the distributor to make them
use it. But by one or more of these methods, it is quite obvious that most theatres
do get out of playing certain pictures of
every company, otherwise every picture
from the same company in the same year
would play the same number of accounts.
The records I am submitting now show
the real facts, not theories, not opinions,
and not personal beliefs.”
National organizations of which she is
a member have no difficulty in working
under the present system, the subcommittee was told by Mrs. Frances Flagg, Newtonville, Mass.
Drive

On

Duals

Revealed

At one time, Mrs. Flagg related, she
attempted to work with the proponents
of the bill but found them “so firmly
fixed on a negative policy of criticism of
block booking” that she was forced to
withdraw. Miss Lyford, who has worked
so hard for the bill, she commented, never
joined in local efforts to improve exhibition conditions.
In fact, the witness declared, block
booking is not a matter for the women of
the country to interest themselves in, and
none of her organizations has ever given
it consideration. At the same time, she
said, they have accomplished much in the
improvement of films and now are about
to undertake a campaign against double
features as the next step toward betterment.
Intimations that the Neely bill will not
slide through the Senate as easily as it
BOXOFFICE

Ed Kuykendall Lists

Says 5,873 Accounts
Rejected Martini
—

Although

for it, 5,873

they

exhibitors

had

refused

to play "Music for Madame,” starring
Nino Martini, but the reissue of "Frankenstein" played to more than 4,000 accounts with no cancellations, C. C.
Pettijohn told the senatorial subcommittee hearing arguments on the Neely
measure.

did a year ago were given by Chairman
Smith at the conclusion of Mrs. Flagg’s
testimony.
“I have been greatly enlightened as to
the motion picture industry and its methsaid. ods of production and distribution,” he
If the bill reaches the Senate floor, he
continued, he will talk about it for the
benefit of members who have not been
able to acquaint themselves with the problem at first hand.
“Music for Madame,” with Nino Martini, was refused by 5,873 exhibitors who
had signed up for it, but the reissue of
“Frankenstein” played to more than 4,000
reissue contracts with no cancellations,
Pettijohn told the subcommittee as he
laid before them a list of 30 pictures,
15 of which had less than 20 cancellations
or rejections and 15 which were cancelled or rejected by most exhibitors.
Mae West’s first two pictures got no
cancellations, he told the senators, but
her last was turned down by 140 which,
he commented, might show some improvement in public taste.
Boxoffice

the Motive

Pettijohn explained that the lists were
submitted to demonstrate that boxoffice
rather than moral considerations moved
exhibitors.
“As I take it,” Chairman Smith commented, “regardless of what system you
have of selling, the success of a picture
depends upon the boxoffice receipts indicating what the public wants. If we did
away with block booking, then the censor
or the man who assumes to cater to the
public taste becomes the arbiter of the
fate of a picture.”
“You say the public rejects them,” Pettijohn replied. “I say the exhibitor rejects them, because if you showed them
to the public I believe they would have
done good business with a lot of these
Many of the pictures of which the civic
pictures.”
groups
complained were on the list with
the minimum cancellations, he said, while
the list with most cancellations included
what

the producers had felt were outstanding quality films.
The motion picture industry is a profitseeking business, Pettijohn emphasized, and
to that extent differs not at all from
the industry in England. Laying before
them excerpts from a debate on films in
the British Parliament in March, he suggested the senators read it, adding “Don’t
let anyone tell you that these English
gentlemen are interested in anything but
trade and commerce in motion pictures.”
Even under present conditions, he said,
(Continued

on page 58-E)

The "Inadequacies''
Washington — After

introducing

himself

to the subcommittee conducting hearings
on the Neely bill as the president of the
MPTOA, whose membership controls “more
than twice as many unaffiliated or independently operated theatres . . . than
there are represented in any other exhibitor
association,” Ed Kuykendall declared: “I
am convinced that in many respects the
Neely bill to prohibit block booking is an
amazing example of misleading, deceptive
and confused legislation, prepared and
sponsored by people who are inexperienced
in our business.”
Shifts Responsibility
Specifically, Kuykendall foresees these
“damages” should the bill be enacted:
“It will not insure right moral standards
in the production of motion pictures, because the picture is recorded in the film
before it enters the process of distribution
and cannot be changed.
“It does not prevent any exhibitor from
showing any objectionable or indecent
films he wants to show.
“It does not help the theatre owner
who may be persuaded to cancel an announced picture because of local objections. He has already made a contract
agreement to pay for the film. The act
does not provide any option to cancel the
picture after it is licensed.
“It forces the distributor to raise wholesale prices to an artificial level under
criminal penalties. We exhibitors think
that in many instances film prices are
already too high.
“It imposes the constant threat of drastic fines and imprisonment on every person
in the business.
“It invites misuse of the criminal penalties by unscrupulous exhibitors to secure
commercial advantages not available in
open competition.
“It compels the production of mediocre
pictures by imposing impossible restrictions on creative effort.
“It takes away the responsibility on the
producer, where it rightly belongs, to
maintain right moral standards in pictures, and seeks to put the entire responsibility on the local exhibitors scattered
throughout the country, without offering
to the exhibitor an option to cancel pictures as they are booked.
“It destroys business methods built on
practical experience and forces the motion
picture industry to embark on an untried
experiment over the protests of those responsible for making and marketing modern motion pictures.”
Deemed aare“Whip”
“Many exhibitors
inclined to desire
that the bill remain pending in Congress for strategic reasons in connection

with the trade practice negotiations,” he
said later. “It is one thing to have such
a bill as this pending, for the purpose of
forcing consideration of the wholesale distributors on modification of objectionable
sales policies, but, sooner or later. Congress is bound to act on the bill. It seems
that we have reached that point now.”
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Republic Budget Increased by
$1, 500, 000 to $2, 000, 000
New

York — Republic’s

budget

for next

season will be hiked $1,500,000 to $2,000,000 with a total of $7,000,000 to $8,000,000
to be spent on the 50 features and four
serials, Herbert J. Yates told Boxoffice
during the regional meetings held Wednesday to Friday at the Park Central. There
will be ten top bracket pictures, four in
one group and six in the second, he added.
Plans to bolster the star, director and
producer roster will be continued, based
on the record of the individuals.
With ten publicity and exploitation men
in the field now, another ten are being
added for important key cities, Yates
stated. These men are building the name
of Republic and the experience during the
past year indicates the employment of additional men from time to time and on a
permanent basis is more than warranted,
he added. A1 Gregg of the Cleveland office

was among the exploiteers attending the
convention.
Absence of franchise holders and sales
staffs from Albany, Buffalo and Detroit
was described by Yates as meaning new
franchise holders are being lined up in
these territories.
Although scheduled for the meeting, M.
J. Siegel, president of Republic Productions, was unable to attend due to illness.
Speakers included Yates, James R. Grainger, William Saal, A1 Adams, Herman
Gluckman, Herman Rifkin, Nat Lefton,
Sam Flax, J. Alexander, Paul Nathanson,
A. W. Perry and Walter Vincent.
In addition to home office representatives which included George C. Shaefer,
J. O’Connell, A. Pindat, Charles Jones and
D. Whalen, the following from the field
force were on hand:
Boston — Herman Rifkin, franchise owner; M. E. Morey, manager; Sam Seletsky,
Jack Davis, A1 Fecke, Jack Jennings,
Charles Wilson.
Cincinnati — Max Margolies, manager; C.
Weinberg, C. Liftman, G. Kirby.
Cleveland — Nat Lefton, franchise holder;
S. P. Gorrel, manager, A. Lefton, A1
Gregg, F. Belles, J. Lefton, R. Norton, L.
Mishkind.
New Haven — G. Rabinowitz, manager.
New York — Herman Gluckman, franchise holder; Morris Epstein, branch manager; Sidney Picker, Dave Sohmer, Dave
Black, Anthony Ricci, Robert Fannon.
Philadelphia — Max Gillis, manager; F.
Hammerman, G. Fishman, W. Karrer, N.
Silverman, J. Lewis.
Pittsburgh — J. Alexander, S. Fineberg,
G. Collins, franchise owners; H. Wheeler,
L. Hanna.
Washington — Sam Flax, Jake Flax,
franchise owners; Morris Oletsky, Ed
Martin.
Canada — Paul Nathanson, franchise
owner; A. W. Perry, general manager.

Americanism in Ace
Campaign Role
Denver — Americanism,

which

is playing

an important part in the theme of films
produced today, will also play a major role
in the National Theatres’ 13-week showmanship campaign dedicated to Spyros
Skouras, operating head. In fact, it will
be the backbone of the campaign now in
its second week, according to Arch Bowles,
field marshal, who recently spoke to 150
district and theatre managers and local
home office personnel of Fox Intermountain, which embraces units in Colorado,
Wyoming, Nebraska, Idaho, Montana, Utah
and New Mexico.
Supplementing the word-of-mouth movement, the spirit of liberty and freedom
of speech will be ballyhooed with unstinted
vigor in the form of special programs and
advertising, both on theatre fronts and
on the screen.
Bowles’ talk to the local National Theatres men was well received by the press.
The Denver Post gave the story a twocolumn front page display, but more than
that the men who listened apparently were
impressed with the keynote and are now
carrying on where Bowles left off. Rick
Ricketson heads the local division.
“Don’t waste time trying to unsell Americans on foreign countries,” Bowles told the
theatre men from the local division. “Get
in there and sell them American and
Americanism!
“If agitators loudly ridicule the American system, it’s up to you to shout louder
about the priceless benefits of American
freedom! What this country needs right
now is a good stiff dose of old-fashioned
flag-waving, and the theatre men of America are the logical people to get it started!”
Special features will drive home the
message that America is in truth the
“Sweet Land of Liberty,” Bowles added.
Patriotic music will be part of the campaign to teach Americans it is a privilege
to live in America. Every device known
to showmanship will be employed to combat ridicule and criticism of American traditions, the field marshal stated.
“The freedom of the screen is still a
sacred trust in the hands of theatre owners and managers in this country and they
have not allowed that screen to become
contaminated by alien isms.
“By intelligent use of that powerful
medium, we can screen good Americanism
and we can assemble the weight of public
opinion in defense of our freedom. We
can be the leaders in an attack that will
thwart the efforts of these enemies and
agitators. We can, by bristling with the
patriotism and fervor of good Americanism, make un-Americanism very unpopular
in community,

state and nation!”

Crashes

Republic

Holds Palaver

Here —

— Photos

by

Cosmo-Sileo

Above, Herbert J. Yates, in consultation with James R. Grainger, Republic’s
president, at the company’s eastern regional. Below, the New York exchange
force. Left to right and seated: Jack Bellman, eastern district sales manager;
Herman Gluckman, local franchise holder; Morris Epstein, branch manager,
and Dave Sohmer. Standing in the same order: Dave Black, Anthony Ricci,
Sidney Picker and Robert Fannon.
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New

the Capitol

York — Marking

an

unusual

book-

ing for Republic, Loew’s has booked “Man
of Conquest” into the Capitol on Broadway starting April 27. The picture also is
being held for a second week at the Mamiere. jestic, Houston, where it had a world preBOXOFFICE
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Trio of Regional
Columbia Meets
New
York — First of three meetings
scheduled by Columbia will get under way
in Atlantic City, May 8, and continue to
May 11. The second regional will be held
in Chicago, May 14-16 and the third and
final gathering is slated for Los Angeles,
May 20-22.
all sessions.

A. Montague

will preside

at

Jack

Cohn will head the delegation attending the Atlantic City conference with
Rube Jackter, Louis Aster, Louis Weinberg
and Max Weisfeldt representing the home
office; Nat Cohn, New York division manager; Sam Galanty, mid-east division
head, and Sam Moscow, southern division
manager, on hand as well as branch managers and salesmen from Albany, Boston,
Buffalo, New Haven, New York, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Pittsburgh,
Washington, Atlanta, Charlotte, Dallas,
Memphis, Oklahoma City and New Orleans.
Phil Dunas, mid-west division manager,
and branch heads and salesmen from
Chicago, Des Moines, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Omaha, Detroit, Kansas City, Indianapolis and St. Louis will attend the
Windy City sessions.
Jerome Safron, head man for the western division, and sales representatives
from Los Angeles, Denver, Portland, Salt
Lake City, Seattle and San Francisco will
gather at the Los Angeles regional.

No "Pinnochio"
New

York — No

Outlet

distribution

has

been

set on “Pinnochio,” his next feature length
cartoon, Walt Disney told Boxoffice on
his arrival here from Philadelphia. He
expects the film to be finished in the fall
to be followed in the spring by “Fantasia”
while each of them, he estimates, will cost
$2,000,000 to produce.
Disney’s short subject contract
RKO expires sometime next year.

Four Minutes

with

York- — The

of

Warner

trailer

on

one that ought
blood run cold.

That's

because years of cold newspaper type have given vivid expression to what has come to be known

as the
hatred.
By

collective

spoken

words,

ing ones — -Gestapos,
secrets,
and

G-men,
trials,

searing
war,

military

bayonets — and

— spy

world's

greatest

and

excit-

spies,

stolen

codes,

bunds

electrifying

scenes

massed

and

uniformed

Nazis, orders under death penalty and
contemptuous disregard for the American flag — the trailer delivers a message that should penetrate until relieved by the

opportunity

film's first local

BOXOFFICE

to catch

the

showing. — L, W.
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Paramount executives go west on ’39-’40 plans and their children see them
off. The group, left to right: Bud Netter, his father, Leon; Doug, another
Netter; Mrs. Barney Balaban, then Balaban; Leonard, a shy Balaban; Mrs.
Edwin L. Weisl, Judith Balaban, Stanton Griffis, Weisl and Jules J. Rubens.
Bud, Doug, Leonard and Judith and Rubens were the farewell committee.

Paramount

Lineup

Hollywood

—

Production

of pictures

with special appeal to Latin -American
audiences, the English-speaking peoples
and other countries outside war threatened areas is planned by Paramount, Barney Balaban, president, said on his arrival from the east.
“We feel that by paying special attention to the entertainment wants and interests of our neighbors of Latin America
and the British empire we can compensate
for possible shrinkage in market resulting
from international troubles in Europe.
With such plans we will not reduce the

papers with “Union

Says Paramount
Deliver Lineup
New

Pacific”

typical of this

English

be in the best position as far as production is concerned in years. He said he was
not referring to the smaller pictures.
Asked if Y. Frank Freeman is staying
at the studios permanently, Balaban said,
“I hope he does!”
Studio overhead is under control, the
Paramount president said. Although next
year’s product is pretty well lined up,
Balaban asserted there were a few things
to be taken care of before full details will
be completed.
The

first quarterly statement on operations is due the end of the month. According to the Wall Street Journal, estimated net is $1,000,000 for the first three
months. Balaban will stop over at Omaha
on his way back. He leaves the coast April
27. Jules Rubens, head of Great States
saw the executives off.

to

York — Paramount

will deliver

its

Special Exploitation
Dept, for Paramount

Barney Balahis departure
Griffis, Edwin
map out next

York — Creation of a special exploitation department to work from the
studios with the men visiting the field

season’s schedule. Neil F. Agnew, general
sales manager, and Robert Gillham, publicity and advertising director, preceded
Balaban and his party by a day, met them
in Chicago and continued on to Hollywood

Gillham, Paramount publicity and advertising head. He now is in Hollywood conferring with Cliff Lewis, studio advertising
manager, on the setup. The idea is to have
four men work out of the studios and contact exhibitors, who, it is asserted, prefer
men come from the production center with
their ideas on handling pictures.
The new department does not portend
a shift of any other department from the

full lineup of 56 this season,
ban, president, reiterated on
for the coast with Stanton
L. Weisl and Leon Netter to

together.
There may be two regionals or one
national convention sometime in May, the
meetings depending how soon the studio
will have at least half a dozen of next
season’s output
sales force.

ready

for screening

for the

“By June 20,” Balaban said, “we will
have a little over half of our big pictures
for next season either shooting or in work.”
This will mean, he added, the company will

E

to Appeal

To Latin- Americans,

policy.

"Confessions of a Nazi Spy" is four
minutes loaded with dynamite. It has
a sensational message,
to make American red

the Travelers Goodbye —

activities of our studios here.” He also
stated Paramount planned to continue extensive advertising campaigns in news-

Dynamite
New

Bidding

New

periodically

is the

new

plan

of

Robert

east.
son

Carl Krueger, who formerly operated in the home office under Hal Danand Alec Moss, is now at the studios

and three other men will be added. Danson is to continue at the home office and
coordinate his ideas with the studio.

IH ROADW
JRVING MAAS, in charge of overseas
operation for 20th-Fox, is back at his
desk after five weeks at St. Vincent’s Hospital . . . Irving Barry, of National Theatres, also kissed his hospital cot goodbye
. . . Adolph Zukor docks on the Queen
Mary, Thursday . . . Pathe News has
hatched Rooster, a
newsy four-page
house organ edited by Mary Shannon and
Phil Reisman jr. Rooster will crow twice a
month . . . Floyd C. Henry, Paramount’s
manager in the Philippines, is on the Empress of Canada bound for home office
talks with John W. Hicks jr. . . . R. Sutton Dawes, British director of sales for
20th-Fox, and Sir Gordon Craig, managing
director of British Movietone News, are
on the Aquitania bound for home.
Sam Saxe, who gets in today from the
coast, sails Friday on the Queen Mary to
assume his new post as British production
head for Warner . . . Herbert L. Matthews
takes up his new post shortly as Rome
correspondent for the New York Times . . .

AY

Nate Spingold is due Monday from a
flying trip to the coast . . . Ben Goetz returns any day now from the M-G-M
studios in Hollywood where he has been
discussing new British production plans
. . . John W. Hicks jr., head of Paramount’s foreign activities, leaves Monday
for the coast to sit in on product meetings with Barney Balaban, Stanton Griffis,
Neil F. Agnew, Edwin L. Weisl, Leon Netter and Bob Gillham. Although he plans to
visit Australia, Hicks will go in July, if at
all .. . Dave Rose, managing director for
Paramount in Great Britain, may come
over late summer or in the fall. He is busy
lining up new production in England, in
addition to other duties . . . Max A. Cohen
has a new

appellation.

It is “No

Comment

Cohen.”
Herman Schifrin of Republic’s exchange
eloped with Ethel Kaplan during the back

Arthur Byron, Equity president, is visiting the coast . . . Richard Carlson leaves

employes’ strike, which proves anything can happen in a strike situation . . .
Dave Miller, Universal district manager,
spent a few days in town conferring with
Frank J. A. McCarthy. Miller says things

the cast of “Stars in Your Eyes” to assume the lead opposite Ann Sheridan in

are picking up in his territory, an optimistic note indeed . . . Irving Lesser is

Walter Wanger’s forthcoming “Winter
Carnival” . . . Jean Lenauer is happy because he has filially found a picture good

boasting over the Roxy’s $53,000 for the
first week of “Alexander Graham Bell,”
considering it was pre-Easter week . . .
Eddie Robinson is in town for the open-

enough to reopen his Filmarte. It’s “The
Three Waltzes” and bows in April 24.
Marion Gering will direct “Bricks Without Straw,” to be produced at the Astoria
Studios for Paramount by Herold Films,
which is being financed by French capital .. . Ellen Drew and Ray Milland are
headed for England on the Aquitania to
co-star in Paramount’s “French Without
Tears” . . . More notes from the Paramount lot: Will Fyffe, who was the only
British actor to play three consecutive
weeks at the Palace, stopped over here
briefly before leaving to appear in “Ruler
of the Seas.” Margaret Lockwood is back
to appear in the same film. Anthony Veiller has returned after an extended eastern
vacation . . . Jacques Grineff, French film
man,

has returned to France
pected back shortly.

and

is ex-

room

ing of “Confessions of a Nazi Spy” at the
Strand later in the month and also to take
in a vacation . . . Robert Montgomery is
back on the coast after appearing before
the Senate sub-committee hearings on the
Neely Bill and a visit to the M-G-M home
offices . . . Mona Barrie sailed on the Paris
over the weekend . . . Lou Miller, assistant
to Cresson E. Smith, has returned from a
week’s

vacation

at Pinehurst.

L. Jack Schlaifer is vacationing in
Miami. Just before he left for the south
he sent Bill Powers and Jack Sullivan of
National Theatres a group of five candid
shots

of himself neatly mounted for display. Powers, on receipt, sent Schlaifer

back a note: “It’s the best UA picture
made this season” . . . Bill McShea of
RKO’s exchange maintenance department

Thinks Carbons Are
Working Again
Hollywood — Bartlett Cormack, scenarist, believes playwrights are copying
much
here.

of the writing

technique

in vogue

He observes: “Stage playwriting will
no longer do on the screen; it makes the
picture
back

static

.

.

.

Before

tures, playwrights had
into or very near

motion

pic-

begun to sink
the old Greek

form; now they're using the greater
scope of the panoramic form used by
the Elizabethans and revived by the
What!

Another

revival?

movies."

deserted his home life for the Lincoln
Hotel during the strike on Filmrow . . .
Joe Linz, who helps turn out press books
at RKO, has gone to Dallas, his home
town, for a siesta . . . Spyros Skouras is
back on the job again after being forced
to bed with a bad cold he contracted while
attending the 20th-Fox Chicago convention. . . Bill Philips has some interesting
data on Rio de Janeiro which he gleaned
on his recent vacation cruise with David
Bernstein.
William Melniker, in charge of Loew’s
foreign theatres, is ill at the Mt. Sinai
Hospital . . . N. Bernard Freedman,
M-G-M’s Australian manager, was surprised at Harmon by his chief, Arthur
Loew, who came up to greet him on the
20th Century. Freedman presented Mort
Spring with three wicked spears used by
the New Guinea natives . . . Talkfest in
the RKO Gateway restaurant: Budd Rogers and Arthur Greenblatt versus George
Weeks and Eddie Golden with Paul
Nathanson an interested onlooker . . .
Fred

Ullman

visited Buffalo

over the holi-

days . . . 20th-Fox’s Australian manager,
Clarence Hake, leaves for home April 26
. . . Truman Talley follows the 20th-Fox
executives to Europe a day later on the
Queen Mary which sails Friday . . . While
S. R. Kent and Walter J. Hutchinson embark for South America after the Paris
and London meetings, Herman Wobber
plans to return on the Queen Mary, May
21 . . . Anthony Nelle, formerly connected
with the Roxy in a production capacity
and more recently production director of
UFA-Tobis, leaves for the coast shortly
to continue negotiations for a Hollywood
berth.
Sidney Piermont has been doing himself proud while Judy Garland is in town,
taking her to the circus and escorting her
to the Paradise where she made a personal
appearance . . . Louis W. Schine has returned to Gloversville after a brief vacation in Miami . . . Eleanor Powell opens
at the State, April 27, and then heads for
the Loew

Theatre

in Washington

the fol-

lowing week . . . “Lep” Friedman will have
to forget about his vacation until he returns from the coast . . . On April 17, Hen-

ish Distribution, the Reason —
Engl
In New York from London on palavers on Grand

Phot0 by Cosmo sil

National are Maurice J.
Wilson and Jeffrey Berner d, co-managing directors of the British distributing company. On the extreme right, Earle W. Hammons, president of GN,
is extending the hands-across-tlie-sea gesture.
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derson M. Richey will address B’nai
B'rith Hillel Foundation members at Ohio
State University in Columbus . . . Joe
Heppner spent two weeks in Philadelphia
making all kinds of shots for Walt Disney’s latest feature.
Fashion

Note:

Hattie

BOXOFFICE

Helborn
::

looks par-

April
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ticularly charming in that light blue dress
. . . Abe Blumstein has acquired an Atlantic City tan- which is almost as good as
the one he came back with from Miami
some months ago . . . Herman Silver of
the Loew home office publicity department
has

been switched to the Brooklyn division with Bob Prankel back on the job
after a leave of absence as assistant to Art
Schmidt and Gene Murphy . . . Ben Bernie goes into the State the week of May 4
. . . Patricia Ellis is touring New England
on personal appearances .
. . Sally
Fisher of Allied of New Jersey has left to
re-join Sidney Samuelson, business manager of the Philadelphia Allied unit . . .
Joe Penner, without his duck, is vacationing in these parts . . . Irving Caesar, the
song writer, has been booked into the
State for a June engagement . . . Harry
Shaw,

New England Loew division manager, has completed a vacation cruise.

Ben Shlyen, publisher of Boxoffice, is
in New York from Kansas City . . . Jimmy
Cunningham did plenty of sweating on
the Dodge City trip and a
ing as well. But it turned
considerate on the part
await his return to New
birth to their son. John

lot of telephonout to be most
of Mrs. C. to
York, then give
looks like the

name . . . Nate Spingold is back
quickie trip to the coast . . . John
after a few days here, has returned
versal City . . . Pat Casey,
contact at the studios, in
. . . Joint Garfield had
in town after all. On the
for future assignments.
Greek

Notes:

Albert

from a
Joseph,
to Uni-

producers’ labor
New York again
only a few days
Warner lot again

Lewin

was

thrown

a party at Sardi’s the other afternoon by
13 brothers of Pi Lambda Phi, N. Y. U.
chapter, before leaving for the coast Friday. Among those who were there: Arthur
M. Loew, Arthur Schwartz, A1 Levy, Leon
Schwartzberg, Max Dorff, Dave Blum,
Mort Spring, Walter Schlesinger, “Kupi”
Sternberger, George Weiman, N. B. Freeman, Lawrence Fertig and Joe Rosthal.
All the men autographed a menu and sent
it on

to “Bib” Weiner who is on a construction job in Adelaide, Australia, as a

representative from the M-G-M home office . . . Frank C. Gilbert, chief Altec
engineer, is en route to the coast via automobile to attend 'the SMPE convention in
Los Angeles . . . W. Ray Johnston is headed east, making stopovers at several
Monogram exchanges. He will arrive in

He Approaches It
Frankly . Anyway
in those

Harry

Sherman

Sultan

in

that

westerns,

picture

be-

cause Banjo wasn't up to par. Of
course, I wouldn't sell Banjo. But other
fans have protested the absence of
Banjo.

They

ed like some

had

me

of my

worried.

public

want

New

It lookto see

my horse and that I didn't count."
There's that one about if the horseshoe fits

::

April

before

attending

in Chicago,

the

May

annual

4-6.

Eddie Zabel, returning from a threeweek visit to San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Seattle,

Denver,

Kansas

City

and

Mil-

waukeee by plane, couldn’t take it for the
first time he’s been traveling the air lajies.
Because of terrific winds, Eddie took ill on
his last lap and was forced to go directly
home from the Newark airport. Now that
Zabel is back, all National Theatres’ home
office executives are back on the job. Milt
Hossfeld visited Kansas City and also took
in “Dodge City” in Dodge City, Aubrey
Schenck dropped in on Milwaukee and Detroit, George Balsdon took a jaunt to Denver and Spyros Skouras, Bill Powers and
Jack Sullivan spent a few days in Chicago

MetropolitanvisitPhotos
to

after a quick

full-length cartoon. Wearing
composer. He’s working on the

quietly . . . Arche Mayers, Irvin Shapiro,
Max and Willie Goldberg, Sam Lupin, Ed
Barison, Morris Rosenzweig and Dave
Brill spread themselves over a flock of
tables, joined together by waiters. Brill announced he was leaving for Cleveland that
evening. “Flying
friendly heckler.

or

fleeing?”

heckled

a

Howard Dietz has returned from that
not so quickie junket to Bermuda . . . The
Rosenblatt-W elt headquarters have been
shifted from the 15 th to the 20th floor in
the Paramount

Building — “so we

can

get

away from the summer heat,” explains
Bernie (“Banjo Eyes”) Brooks . . . Charlie
Skouras and Carl Leserman getting
bumped around by the hordes of school
children that invaded Broadway . . . Bill
Ferguson was in Ogonquit, Me., over the
weekend, where he inspected the frozen

attending the 20th-Fox convention. Irving Barry had planned to visit Frank
Newman in Seattle but a bad sinus got

water

the better of argument and he couldn’t
go. Arch Bowles and Andy Krappman accompanied Zabel on his tour of the division offices where district and theatre

liam I. Blumberg returns to Reade’s Lyric,
Asbury Park, N. J ., May 15, after three
months of California vacation. Richard
Mooney, the present manager, will be

managers

shifted to the Paramount on the Boardwalk. . . Harry Moskowitz, construction

gathered

for “pep”

talks.

Lindy menu jottings: Freddie Meyers
was the personification of the beaming
papa, what with his strapping, uniformed
son, Joseph F„ sharing the table with
Harry Gold. Joe is a student at Valley
Military Academy. “As any cockeyed reporter can see,” smiles Freddie,
being trained to be a captain at

West Point, and not a film buyer” . . .
Leonard Picker growled “it’s not true”
that the Columbia contingent is importing ringers to swell the usual Columbia
corner table. He points to Joe McConville, Arnold Picker, Mort Wormser, Max
Seligman, Irving Moros and Jimmy Murray of the Schwartz & Frohlich office . . .
Joe Burstyn couldn’t find a seat, squatted
with a stranger, and later emitted: “It
was a strange feeling. He didn’t ask me for
an adjustment.” . . . Laurence Bolognino
and A1 Suchman made a Consolidated
twosome. “Bah,” Larry opined over the
trade pact, “just give me a straight ten
per cent cancellation clause and they can
have
and

BOXOFFICE

York

sales meetings

“he’s

wanted to know if Hayden's horse.
Banjo, was for sale, as he hadn't seen
it in the last film the cowboy appeared
in. Replied Hayden:
“I used

Philadelphia on recordings for “Fantasia,”
the derby, is Deems Taylor, noted critic and
musical score along with Leopold Stokowski.

Forge

Hollywood — A fan who recently wrote
to Russell Hayden, who rides with Bill
Boyd

—
Duck
In ey
otherMous
words,
paysld
a quick
visit Disn
to New ey
York
e.WaltDona
Mick

the rest of it” . . . Harry Kosiner
A1 Margolies went it alone, and

pipes in his summer

place . . . Wil-

head for Loew’s, is angling an inspection
trip that would take him to Wilmington,
Washington and Baltimore . . . S. Sylvan
Simon,

M-G-M director who has been vacationing in Gotham, has returned to the

coast.
It was from Monogram’s “Streets of
New York” to the Palm Room of the Park
Central Hotel where a host of newspapermen, fan magazine writers and trade
paper

reporters gathered following a preview at the 55th Street Playhouse . . .

Variety’s Roy Chartier was able to lord
it over the other working members of the
press since it was his day off . . . An
eager ear was bent in the direction of
Jack Harrower (Phil M. Daly) who regaled
the table with tales of the Dodge City
trip . . . Serious
mary manner
New York Times
Martin Starr,
WNYC,
were
present

of mien and in his custowas Ben Crisler of the
. . . Radie Harris, WOR;
WMCA,
and Ted Cott,
the mike commentators

. . . Tall Tom
(Continued

Manning

on page

of News-

58-H)
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Australian Boosts
American Films
By

If War Comes , He
Sees This

B. O. TELLER

Chicago— American-made pictures with
American themes and locales mean as
much at the boxoffice in Australia as they
do anywhere in the United States, with
the possible exception of New York City,
in the opinion of N. Bernard Freeman,
managing

director

of

Metro-Goldwyn-

Mayer’s film distribution and theatre
operation branches in Australia.
Freeman was here with his wife en route
to New York, as part of a world torn- they
are now taking. He leaves New York in a
few weeks for London, after which he will
return to Sydney, Australia, by way of the
Suez Canal.
While here Freeman visited the H. and
E. Balaban Esquire Theatre, with Jack
Flynn, district manager, and W. E. (Doc)
Banford, branch manager, both of M-G-M.
Typical of all foreign visitors, he marveled at its architectural beauty combined
with its practicality. However, a true Australian, he would not take a back seat,
remarking :
Outdoor

Themes

much
as 125,000 pounds ($625,000).”
M-G-M
is building a new theatre at
present in Adelaide which will seat 1,300.
Freeman credited the United States fully
with the development of exhibition to its
present peak in Australia.

must

to types

of product

pre-

ferred in Australia, Freeman said: “You
remember we are just as human and

natural ‘down under’ as you
and like sports, the wide open
other

Americans,
spaces and

themes that are prevalent in pictures from Hollywood. That is why your

pictures are favorites in Australia.”
According to Freeman, M-G-M’s “Sweethearts” will set an all-time gross for any
film, regardless of cast and company which
produced it, in Australia, and New Zealand.
Freeman is a showman of the old school,
and the operation of M-G-M theatres
Australia is along those lines.
Australian Admissions High

in

“We use nothing but Metro product and
believe that in offering motion picture entertainment we are quite capable of satisfying the entertainment desires of the
patrons,” said Freeman. “We have no
vaudeville, but do use a pit orchestra or
string ensemble, depending upon the size
of the house. Premiums at one time made
headway in Australia, but exhibitors now
are realizing that we are in the picture
business and not merchandise business,
and they are gradually declining in favor.”
In the ace houses in Australia, such as
the M-G-M St. James in Sydney, admissions run slightly higher than comparable
U. S. houses. The St. James top at night
is $1.00, and all seats are reserved. Patrons attending on the main floor of film
theatres reserve seats always several days
in advance, just as they do for legitimate
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posed

a

—

Newspaper

they

are,

question

headlines

Lynn

to Arthur

Famol

Schwartz

about the attorney's impression
the possible eftects on production
gets should there be a European

over
budwar.

Schwartz's impression went something like this:
Production budgets would probably
have to be pared about
This on the assumption
cent

of all revenue

30 per cent.
that 40 per

to American

tributors comes from

foreign

dis-

countries.

Of this 40 per cent, 30 per cent is estimated to come from England alone.
Judging
World
to be
a

long

from

effects to films during

one,

there

bombings might
theatres. The
Spain
ings.

the

War, England consumed a majority of American films. If there is
a conflict, and it appears to be

are

said

is no

telling how

air

reduce the number
recent bombings
not

to have

ticularly adverse effect on

had
film

a

of
in

par-

show-

Cinemas in India

New

York — Plan

for exchanging

Huge Industrg

War-

ner six per cent debentures, due September 1, on a one-for-one basis has been
declared effective by the company’s board,
the option for exchange expiring May 1.
The new debentures already have been
listed on the New York Stock Exchange
and depositors
cates.
With

only

can

receive

a small

their

part of a

certifi-

proferred

bank

credit available used so far, the extent to which Warners will further call on
the banks depends on business, which, if
sufficiently good, will narrow down the
amount of the loan. According to a
spokesman, business looks good.
Of

the $25,534,000 debentures outstanding, deposits of $19,338,000 have been made.
Of this amount Warner owns $485,000.
The New York Trust Co. is handling the
debenture exchanges.

Officials Outline New
Lineup for 20th-Fox

Metro Theatres in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and other cities in Australia are up to date and with the latest
conveniences, some of them costing as

back

York
what

Preferred

“The

Getting

New
being

Warner Debenture
Plan Is Effective

New

York — Herman

Wobber,

general

sales manager of 20th-Fox, William Sussman and Clarence Hill outlined the company’s new product lineup to the local
sales force early in the week, following set-

Washington — Gross income of India’s
industry is estimated at $31,320,000 in
1938, according to a report from the
American consulate at Bombay by the department of commerce.
There are in India 996 theatres, 500
touring

units, 75 active companies producing 200 features annually, and 253
distributors handling Indian and imported pictures.
The report also reveals formation of a
new company, the Cine Finance and
Corp. of India, Ltd., with an authorized capital of $3,480,000. A British
representative is being sent to the United
States to study American methods of
operation.
From the consulate in Siam comes word
Siamese production is increasing. Four
Siamese and one Chinese producer are
planning to release 13 to 17 films. At least
nine will have Siamese dialogue and six
will be made in Chinese.
American films in Argentine continue to

tlement of the operators’ strike. The
policy will be flexible with no specific
designations as yet set, the sales force was
informed.
Attending the one-day meeting from the
local exchange were Harry H. Buxbam,
Joseph Lee, Morris Sanders, William
Schutzer, Moe Kurtz, Abe Blumstein, Dick
Gledhill, Louis Cutler, George Blenderman, Pete Fishman, Joe Sinclair, A1 Mendelsohn and S. Florin.

Banking

lead the market by a wide margin, according to figures for the first two months of
the year made available by the commercial
attache at Buenos Aires. Of the 52 released, 35 are American. Only one German film has been released while no
Italian pictures have been shown. Trade
circles doubt strongly, the report adds,
that German and Italian films can compete successfully with the American product despite increasing sales efforts by
producers from those two countries.
shows, said Freeman.
Metro operates six theatres in Australia
— two each in Sydney and Brisbane, and
one each in Melbourne and Perth, and is
building the seventh in Adelaide.

All Depositions Taken
For Paramount Case
New York — Paramount
the taking of depositions

has completed
in the Orange

County anti-trust action major distributors and competitive circuits. Louis
Philips of Paramount counsel spent two
days in Newburgh, N. Y„ taking examinations of David and Phillip Sherry, principals of Orange,

and

officers of Colum-

bus Trust Co., relative to plaintiffs’ bank
deposits and withdrawals. Trial is expected to get under way in federal court
here in about three weeks.

Six Metro Meetings
Washington

Set ;

Is First

New York — Dates for six meetings of
M-G-M’s office managers, bookers and
checking

supervisors are set by Alan Cummings, in charge of exchange operations.

They are: Washington, D. C., April 29-30;
New Orleans, May 3-4; Kansas City, May
6-7; San Francisco, May 14-15; Chicago,
May

20-21, and

New

York,
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the Maine senator, who asked Senator
Neely flatly whether he considered the

"Quickie"
sees
re
Fo
r
de
a
Er Un
Bill

mere fact that a person testified “at the
solicitation or with the knowledge” of the
industry “repudiated him as a witness.”
A brief interchange followed, in which
Senator White made it clear that he did
not

(Continued
the foreign market

from

page

accounts

57)

for very close

to 30 per cent of the industry’s intake.
Terming the Neely bill as “absolutely
impossible” of compliance if the producers
are to continue to put out good pictures,
Col. Jason

S. Joy

of

20th

foresaw an era of “quickie”
the measure is enacted.

of the legisla-

Rather than sending only the best pictures to the foreign market, only a few
are

not

the

past

exported, he told the subcommittee, explaining that his company prepared all but 11 of the 104 produced in
two

years

for showing

in for-

eign countries, including the “Jones Family” series, on which there had been some
2,600 rejections or cancellations from
American exhibitors for the four pictures
produced.
Colonel Joy, who, as Pettijohn said,
wears his title by right and not by courtesy of the Governor of Kentucky, referred to the work of the industry during
the World War and told the subcommittee that “the moment that war becomes
even a possibility as far as this country
is concerned, our industry is going to be
asked to change its program almost overnot

night,” and, under the Neely bill, “it would
be possible at all for us to indicate

this summer

what

we

might

have

ple—-as “ridiculous,” Dr. LeSourd challenged proponents of the bill to show that

if

preparation for “Alexander Graham Bell,”
which involved the preparation of a number of scripts, any one of which, at the
time, might have been used as the basis
for a synopsis which would have violated the proposed law when the picture
was actually completed.
Unless the provisions of the bill are
changed, the industry cannot continue its
present methods, he said, but if they are

in pic-

tures if such a thing came about.”
Referring to a suit now pending against
20th Century-Pox which, he indicated, that
company will fight on the ground that it
is based on a stolen script. Colonel Joy
pointed out that with thousands of scripts
in circulation as synopses the producers
would be in constant danger of suits.
Attack on the bill by Dr. Howard M.
LeSourd, dean of the graduate school of
Boston University, brought the highlight
of the week — an exchange of compliments
between Senators Neely and White, later
deleted from the record.
Acting as chairman whenever Senator
Smith

was absent, Senator Neely frequently busied himself with other work
when opposition witnesses were testifying,
in contrast with Senator White, who listened closely to all testimony. At times.
Senator Neely engaged in colloquy with
poposition witnesses, Senator White usually acting as peace-maker.
However, Senator Neely’s questioning of
Dr. LeSourd, the implication of which was
that the educator was in the pay of the
film industry, finally proved too much for

Neely’s “cross examinawhich the latter insistthe purpose of learning
and not a challenge of

Dismissing the Payne studies — frequently referred to as demonstrating the evil
effects of motion pictures on young peo-

Century-Pox
production

To demonstrate the impossibility of living with the synopsis requirement, Colonel
Joy detailed the work he had done in

amended the very purpose
tion will be defeated.

like Senator
tion” of witnesses
ed was purely for
their connections
their motives.

the country was “going to the dogs,” and
insisted that juvenile court officials who
had been represented as saying films were
responsible for juvenile delinquency actually held no such views.
Similar representations were made by
Mrs. Wilier Tileston of New Haven, Conn.,
who said she had asked the department
of labor for information as to the influence of motion pictures on juvenile de-

"In Middle" Party
Rights Settled
(Continued

:: April 15, 1939

page

51)

Hollywood — Nicholas M. Schenck and
Leopold Friedman are here from New York,
the former on his periodic visit delayed
by the strike in New York and a cold
contracted shortly after he returned from
his Miami vacation. They plan to leave
the end of the week.

linquency and the children’s bureau had
been unable to unearth any.
Mrs. Tileston, tearing the bill to pieces,

Moskowitz and Mayer
Shove Ofi for Florida

said

New York — With signatures affixed to
contracts covering home office and exchange projectionists, Charles C. Mosko-

the proponents had come to Washington to “destroy without cause.” The
Neely bill, she said, “bobs up as regularly
as the flowers that bloom in the spring

— but doesn’t smell as sweet.”
A Carnegie endowment investigation of
the British film situation, five years after
England adopted the quota law, in an attempt to eliminate block booking found no
improvement in quality to have been
achieved by that law, former governor
Carl E. Milliken, secretary of the MPPDA,
told the Senate subcommittee Friday.
Such improvement as the investigation
disclosed was attributed in the commission
report as due to the U. S. production code,
he said, pointing out that admission prices
increased in England while they declined
in this country, although he admitted it
could not be determined whether the English increase was directly due to higher
distribution costs.
Producers have undertaken a program
of self-improvement and self-discipline
which has enabled censoring groups to increase approvals from 25 per cent in 1922
to almost 100 per cent today, Milliken
pointed out. Most of this improvement
has been due to the Legion of Decency,
which,

he said, has gone on record as opposed to block booking legislation.
Presentation of direct testimony on the
Neely bill concluded with the appearance
of reports by Delaware, Massachusetts and
New York civic organizations.

Ray Lyman Wilbur
Urges Self-Rule
Washington — Suggestion by Ray Lyman Wilbur, president of the Motion Picture Research Council, that if the trade
practice proposals are all that is claimed
for them the industry should be given an
opportunity to reform without legislation,
marked Thursday’s hearings on the Neely
bill before the Senate subcommittee.
Dr.

Wilbur’s

current

views

were

witz, supervisor of Loew’s metropolitan circuit, and Seymour Mayer, district manager, left Friday on the Florida Special for
a three-week vacation in Miami and Havana. Moskowitz has been one of the leading factors in the negotiations for distributors in bringing about a settlement of the
Local 306 dispute.

New
York
broken at the

Record

—
Every house record
Cambria, Johnstown, Pa.,

Maker's

Pace

“phenomenal”

business

the

at

Warner

Erie, Erie, Pa., “bigger” Sundays chan
weekdays at Loew’s Penn, Pittsburgh, and
a 20 out of 24-hour grind over the weekend at the Broadway Strand are some of
the early reports on “Dodge

City.”

vulged in a letter to Chairman Smith,
which the latter read into the record with
the explanation that he was doing so because the Leland Stanford president has
been so important a figure in the fight for
film control.
“My attention has been called to certain
changes in the sale of motion pictures proposed by the industry to this committee
which it is said would eliminate block
booking,” Dr. Wilbur wrote.
“What some of us would like to see is a
real answer to the present abuses and
alibis. If the motion picture industry has
presented practical plans to eliminate
block booking and give the local exhibitor
a much wider choice of subjects and a
sufficiently higher percentage of cancellations to assure that he can meet the
requests of those interested in sound, sane
and wholesome pictures for our youth, it
would in my judgment be better to have
the industry handle the problem than to
have it compelled to do so by legislation.
“There are indications that legislation
may be the only answer, but if a workable
plan to meet the situation has evolved
from the industry and will be put into
prompt and general effect, it should be

digiven
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Amusement Corp. for contempt to referee
Harry C. Kane.
The labor board is claiming failure on
the part of the defendants to carry out
their instructions and cease making it
obligatory on the part of their employes
to give up Local 306 membership before
they can obtain employment. The board
decision was handed down on April 4, 1938.

a fair trial.”

A 1L IBS
JJARRY

BERKSON,
Monogram
franchise holder in the Albany and Buffalo territories, was a visitor. Gene Lowe
is Monogram salesman in this district . . .
Others calling on Filmrow exchanges
were: Walter Wertime sr., owner of the
Chester in Chestertown, Adirondack
Mountain spot, and Mrs. Flanigan, his
booker: Theodore Berkley of the Diana
in Harrisville, near Watertown; Harry
Savett of the James in Utica; Port in Port
Leyden, and Capitol in Antwerp; Mrs. Inez
Ferguson of Copake; Henry Freider and
Henry

Grossman, operators of three theatres in Hudson; Morris Kronick of the
Orpheum in Amsterdam; Alan Sirine of
the Empire, Port Henry, who has fully
recovered from an operation . . . Clayton
Eastman, Paramount exchange manager,
took his family home to North Conway, N.
H„ for Easter . . . Karl Kruger was here
doing
“Union

advance
Pacific.”

work

on

Paramount’s

Benny

Dare arid Don Remer, 20th Century-Fox salesmen, were bedded by grippe
following their return from the Chicago
convention . . . Madge Rider, stenographer
in the same exchange, spent Easter in the
old home town, Oneonta . . . Ditto Ann
Hasbrouck, 20 th-Fox inspectress, in Hudson . . . Reminiscing was the order of the
hour when Mrs. Gertrude Ginsberg of
New York, former secretary to assistant
zone manager Charles Smakwitz, Mrs.
Irene Goldsmith, of Boston, another exsecretary, and Mrs. Florence Delber of
New York, one-time secretary to Ralph
Pielow, M-G-M manager, gathered in the
Warner Bros, theatre office. The girls also
“ hello-ed ” on Filmrow.
Dan Houlihan, 20th Century-Fox booker,
is driving a new car, a smart sports model
. . . Betty Wetherhead, secretary to Max
Friedman, Warner theatre zone booker,
was married to Charles N. Roberts jr. of
Albany on Easter Sunday. The girls gave
her a shower in an Albany restaurant. A
local paper printed a party picture of the
bride-to-be, with Mrs. Edward Milberg of
the Warner theatre office and herself a
January bride, and Catherine Hickey,
Warner switchboardist.
The Casino in Waterford closed on Good
Friday. It is an annual custom of Victor
Bum
. . . Incidentally ,
local film exchanges turned the key at 2:45 p. m. Good
Friday . . . Alice Render, inspectress in
Universal exchange, welcomed by fellow
workers on her return after an illness of
several months . . . Warner’s Strand used
spot announcements on WABY
prior to
the opening
because of
rather than
be in effect.
surrounding

of “Dodge City” stating that
the film’s length, a single
a dual feature policy would
Announcements stressed the
bill of shorts, Popeye in

“ Aladdin and His Wonderful Lamp;”
Grouch Club in “Tax Troubles,” and Artie
Shaw’s orchestra. Heavy newspaper advertising for “ Dodge City” and shorts, a
“Giant \-Unit Holiday Show.”
Daylight saving
exhibitors because

time, disliked by most
it clips night business,

goes into effect April 24 in Whitehall.
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Ben-

Product Shortage Turns
Italian Theatres Dark
30

ton circuit operates a theatre there. April
is the general starting date in this

section . . . Richard B. Struwe, WarnerVitagraph salesman, married Alice De Pew
of Watertown, N. Y., April 8. George
Tucker, RKO
salesman, was best man.
Fellow Filmrow peddlers made a gift, said
to be a studio divan . . . Ernie Dowds of
the Palace, Lake Placid, had interior of
house painted and renovated . . . Eugene
Van

Ornum will open the Harlen Memorial in Essex about May 1. Van Ornum,
who leases a postoffice structure to the
government, is building living quarters and
will reside in Essex this summer.

Joseph Engel, new Universal
will not move his family here

manager,
until the

first of July . . . Alice Smith, of the Warner exchange, viewed the Easter fashion
parade on Fifth Avenue, New York . . .
Bill Williams, Metro office manager; Bill
Gaddone, booker, and Eddie Urchel,
checking supervisor, will attend the
M-G-M
convention for office managers
and bookers in New York, May 24-25.
Metro bookers did not make the trip to
Chicago for the sales convention . . . Jack
Hazel, former student booker in the local
Metro exchange, is now in the Chicago
office . . . Bob Cummings, another “ex” of
the Albany branch, is stationed in Los
Angeles.

New York — Summer closings of theatres
in Italy already have started as a result
of the product shortage there, according to
here.
information
relayed to the home offices
This

bolstered a department of commerce report released in Washington which
states of the 16 films shown in Rome during January only five were American. The
others were six Italian, two English, two
French and one Spanish-German.
The usual number of American

during the normal period of operations at the first run houses averaged from
15-16 a month. Only a few prints of last

year’s product
they will have

remains and before long
run their course as illus-

trated by the report’s figures which show
that 10 American films were shown in December.

REVIEW
FLASHES
DOUBLE

CRIME

IN

THE

(Tower) — French-made

Next UA Hearing

April 19;

films

shown

MAGINOT
murder

LINE

mystery

with famed Maginot Line as background.
Interesting all the way and holds plenty

Harry Muller Questioned

of suspense. Splendidly produced and
acted with latter honors going easily to

New York — Examination of Harry Muller of United Artists continued in the
Federal court here, with Robert L. Wright,
assistant attorney general, prosecuting.
After a
day the examination was
concluded for the week with the next
scheduled hearing set for April 19. At

Victor

this time it is probable Edward C. Raftery, Harry Gold, Jack Schlaifer and Paul
Lazarus will be witnesses.
Muller was questioned on a variety of
subjects including exhibitor contracts, the
identities of various producers, amendments to contracts, the representatives in
New

York of UA’s producers, how contracts are made on single pictures, functions of an exchange, etc.

At the conclusion of the testimony
Wright stated that, although the bill of
particulars was supposed to be filed a
week ago, new developments had prevented Washington from doing so, until about
May 1.

Seeks Restrainer on Walt
"
" Fantasia
and— Mark
Disney
Philadelphia
S. Tutelman,

an
advertising man, has filed suit in county
court seeking to restrain Walt Disney from
producing “Fantasia,” tentative title of a
feature for which Leopold Stokowski and
Deems Taylor are furnishing the musical
accompaniment. The plaintiff alleges he
submitted the idea for the film while Stokowski was conductor of the Philadelphia
Orchestra. RKO
tion to Stokowski

is a defendant,
and Taylor.

in addi-

and

Francon

directed

HARDYS

RIDE

as

the

by Felix
HIGH,

suspect.

Produced

Gandera.

THE

(M-G-M)— Spark-

ling entertainment with down-to-earth
situations. Audiences will enjoy laugh
festival
Hardy
goes

provided

by

Mickey

Rooney

when

family, in temporary flush of wealth,
haywire but descends rapidly to

normalcy when
the truth is found out.
Work
of all-star cast fine. George B.
Seitz capably directed.
HOTEL
IMPERIAL
(Para)— Glamorous
Isa
Miranda gets a tough assignment for her
American
in which

debut. It's a slow-moving
Miss Miranda and Ray

find love in a war-torn
Robert Florey directed.

town

in

vehicle
Milland
Austria.

INSPECTOR
HORNLEIGH
(20th-Fox)— Compact British mystery yarn introducing Inspector Hornleigh, whose pet hobby is
stamp collecting. Quite a bit of excitement
over who stole the budget secrets, but the
inspector gets his man. Cast, unfamiliar to
American audiences, does substantial job.
Eugene

Forde

directed.

MANHATTAN
SHAKEDOWN
(SR)— Very little that is compassionate can be said
about

this amateurishly conceived melodrama. A Broadway columnist attempts to

help a
friend from a blackmailer with
soporific results. Rosalind Keith is the
little that is merciful. Warwick Pictures
produced;

Leon

COMPLETE

Barsha

directed.

REVIEWS

pictures will appear

on the above

in an early issue

of BOXOFFICE.
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Approve Trade Pact
With Reservations
(Continued

from

page

52)

ITOA, a spokesman for the distributors’
negotiating committee informs Boxoffice
he is confident a few more conferences
will satisfy all differences of opinion.
“Of course,” he adds, “no one knows
Allied’s final position. Yet I believe that
a few more weeks will see the majority of
theatre owners going for it.”
Relative to the ITOA’s objections to
three phases of the proposed arbitration
setup, this spokesman says: “It cannot be
emphasized too strongly that the provisions for arbitration were not meant to be
final. We felt it offered something to
start with, and expected, even invited further revisions. As I see it, there is nothing that the ITOA speaks of that our lawyers cannot alter to their satisfaction. It
seems to me to be a matter of language.”
However, in respect to the ITOA’s objection as raised in point two, the spokesman points out that, inasmuch as there is
no legal approach which would permit all
licensees to become parties to arbitration
proceedings, disputes would have to be
adjudicated by only those
tration pledges.

who

sign arbi-

“I don’t know how we can anticipate
that there will always be provision for
arbitration of
he explains.

a

third

party’s

dispute,”

On the question pertaining to re-allocating pictures, this distributor executive states: “This is a matter for individual companies to make a declaration of
policy on. There cannot be, as I see it,
any blanket stand by all distributors as it
refers to a private company

policy.”

ITOA Empowers Brandt
To Confer on Better Pact
New

York — Harry Brandt, ITOA president, was empowered by members attending a meeting at the Hotel Astor to
further confer with distributors to bring
about a more satisfactory trade practice
code.
The balance of the session was devoted
to the “how, when and where” of doing
something about eliminating double bills.
Although the general sentiment was that
the “evil is too deep rooted” to attack
without support of major circuits, the organization will continue to solicit reactions
from other key situations where duals
have been or still are an issue. With sufficient of this information on hand, it is
felt the organization can “intelligently
tackle” the problem with other interested
exhibitors.

Trade
Saved

Draft Talk
for Parley

New

York — Allied of New York is deferring all discussions on the trade practice draft until the annual convention at

the Astor, May 23-25. Max A. Cohen,
president, and Harry G. Kosch, attorney,
will not comment on any phases of the
draft, making it plain that whatever is to
be said will be a major topic at the threeday session.
Contrary to the impression gained that
BOXOFFICE

:: April 15, 1939

JOMMY
SCHOLL
arranged parades of
American Legion posts and boy scout
troops, photos by news cameramen and
an outdoor loud speaker, all to give a
touch of the real Hollywood gala to the
reopening of the Keystone . . . Joe Conway, Egyptian, invited all the kids of the
section to join him in celebrating his birthday at the theatre. There was a surprise
show — and no admission charge ... Si
Perlsweig has resigned from his Monogram
post to join the Universal sales force.
His place as Scranton salesman is taken
by Moe Sherman, formerly with Grand
National
planning

. . . The Showmen’s
an affair for the near

Club is
future.

Crime note: Five boys were arrested
after putting lead nickels into vending
machines at the Kensington Theatre . . .
More crime: Morris Silverman, who sells
disinfectants and deodorants to theatres,
had his wallet removed from his pocket
right on the corner of 13 th and Vine. He
says:

“ This area needs a good disinfecting” . . . According to report, Jules Hornig has leased the Shubert for five years
. .

. Henry

Murdock,

Ledger

critic, mo-

tored off to Florida . . . Opening of “Wuthering Heights” at the Aldine ivas attended
by lights, cameras, celebrities, brought
there by Manager Harry Tarrante.
Warnerites

are breathing

in relief after

winding up the eight-week amateur talent
contest with finals at the Fox. Winners
are Loretta Palmer and Fred Whartnaby,
who won contracts to appear in a Vitaphone short. Sam Sax was here to sign
the contracts . . . The Republic crew were
off to New York for the sales convention. The trippers included Max Gillis,
Frank Hammerman, Norman Silverman, I.
Lewis and George Fishman . . . Tire Lenox
is reporting changing its prices . . . Dave
the

organization

has

issued

a

warning

against “catch phrases” in new contracts,
it is a definite and accepted principle of
the members that at all times they are
receptive and welcome negotiations between distributors and themselves.
It is further stated that at the Syracuse
Allied meeting members were advised the
easiest way to avoid complications and
misunderstandings in negotiations would
ing.
be to have all arrangements made in writ-

Two Allied Members See
Pact as Forward Step
Philadelphia — The

distributors’

trade

practice

draft, though “full of imperfections,” ought to be accepted, two prominent members of the local Allied unit
believe.

“Let’s accept it now, and then see what
other concessions we can win,” was the
view expressed to Boxoffice by Morris
Wax, who runs a chain of five theatres
here, and Dave Milgram,
filiated Circuit.

head

of the Af-

“Exhibitors have won some advantages,
but by no means everything they are entitled to,” said Wax.
“But all in all, the code is a step in
the right direction. I don’t think it ought
to be turned

Weinstein
Studio,
son.

moves

where

from

he

the Unique

to the

will assist Bill Matte-

Comer ford circuit changes include: Paul
Tighe, from the Roman, Pittston, to the
Penn, Wilkes-Barre; Fred Lee to the
Kingston; George Horlacher from Kingston to Parsons; Joseph Comer ford from
Mauch Chunk to the Feeley, Hazleton, and
Joe Kearns to the Comerford . . . George
Peters, Colonial < Reading) had the Vets
of Foreign

Wars

bugle corps

at the open-

ing of “Song of the Plains” (nee, “Let
Freedom Ring”) . . . Leo Trainor, Rialto
( Allentown ), sent 30 blondes around town
in a bus to advertise “Blondie Meets
Boss.” The girls did it in exchange

the
for

a free admission.
The Philadelphia Cinema Club, at its
meeting at the Adelphia, will see a new
film, “Highlights and Shadows,” detailing
the history of photography . . . Birthdays
of the month include: Tire 19th, Mrs.
Martin B. Ellis; 25th, Barney Cohen, Lansdowne; 26th, George Graves, Carman; 27th,
Jack Browell, Refowich (Freeland, Pa.)
. . . Bill Porter, Monogram, has to buy
birthday presents for his wife and son,
Sigmund, both on the same day — the 26th
. . . Yiddish shows are leaving the Walnut,
and the WPA Theatre is coming back.
Walt Disney, Deems Taylor and Leopold
Stokowski, here arranging a symphonic
Mickey Mouse film, are being sued jointly
by a fellow named S. Tutelman, who
claims he suggested the idea to Stokowski.
Hearing was to come up in common pleas
court

Friday . . . James P. Clark celebrated his birthday at the Variety Club

. . . Add building reports: A new 750 -seat
house to be built in Chester by Lew Martin and Tom Dougherty ; a 600-seat house
in Woodbury, N. J ., by A. W. Hill . . . Lou
Bolander is new manager at the Tioga . . .
Helen Alter, Metro, is the coming pingpong champ at the Broadwood.
Seen

at the short

Easter

Sunday:

Harry

Dembow, Media; Mr. and Mrs. Lou Sablosky, Mel Koff . . . Simon Libros is on
the mend after a long illness . . . Harry
Weiner back from the South . . . Dave
Barrist sneaked away for a southern cruise
. . . Tillie Grisbord, UMPTO;
Dot Burreson, Metro, and Claire Segal, Republic,
are a pretty and shapely trio who have
taken to roller-skating again. “Tire ‘fall’
season is here,” they say . . . Morris Berman, Avon, is announcing addition of a
daughter to the family . . . Polly Morse,
Lester
the

Krieger’s

right hand

girl, has

docs take her appendix.
ting better in a hurry.

She’s

let
get-

Lillian Gimbel is working temporarily
at United Artists . . . Bobbie Hetelson,
daughter of the Colonial manager, and
Jimmie Verben, scion of the Record fellow,
are keeping company. They’re both three
. . . Film Exchange Employes Union had
a meeting at the Broadwood; Jim Flynn,
Columbia, in charge . . . Bill Gallagher
Darby.
supervised a renovating job at the Parker,

down.”
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week;

(Continued from page 58-C)
Jesse Zunser of Cue; Freddie

James

Smith of Liberty; Kelcey Allen of Women’s
Wear; Sonia Bigman of Time; Mary Martone of Screenland, and Bill Maloney of
the Kate Smith office, were some of the

A Film Men Group
For Fund Drive

spotted during the meal and afterwards . . . Louis Lifton proved to be a
genial host while Miriam Gibson made an
equally affable hostess.

New York — Film men representing all
branches of the industry convene at the
Hotel Astor, Wednesday, to discuss the
formation of a motion picture division of
the Greater New York Fund Drive under

Milt Kusell spent a couple of days on
the road with Albany and Buffalo on the
itinerary . . . Myron Sattler is shouting
from the rooftops that Paramount will

the general chaix-manship of J. Robert
Rubin, vice-president of M-G-M.
The
fund is a city-wide consolidation of nonsectarian charities, including 380 individual organizations.

others

have three on Broadway next week, ‘‘The
Eagle and the Hawk” opening April 18 at
the Rialto; “Back Door to Heaven” starting at the Criterion April 20, and “Midnight” entering a third week at the Paramount, April 19 . . . The local baseball season for the industry gets under way May
2 . . . Morris Helprin returned from a
lengthy visit to Alexander Korda’s studio
in England on the Aquitania, Friday, with
heaps and heaps of encomiums on the
producer’s new product . . . Herb Berg is
taking boxing lesso?is, just in case . . .
Arthur Willi, home office RKO
talent
scout, is looking over the crops in several
key cities . . . Mike Rosen of Loew’s hopes
to become a gag man one of these days
. . . George Skouras, Bill Powers and Carl
Leserman emerging from the Paramount
Bldg, in one lump the other noon hour
indicates a Warner product deal is in the
offing for the Skouras circuit.
Aubrey Schenck is becoming quite a
traveling man these days. He recently
returned from a 12-day trip in which he
covered 60 theatres in Harold J. Fitzgerald’s division in Wisconsin. From there
he went to Detroit and paid David M.
Idzal, managing director of the Fox, a
visit and discussed a new lineup of film
and band names for the house . . . Walter Branson, captain for the George J.
Schaefer drive, returned late this week
from his second tom- of RKO exchanges.
One more for Branson and he will be repeating the same schedule of last year
. . . Joel Levy, Loew out-of-town booker,
has a three weeks’ Miami tan that has
most of the boys at the home office green
with envy . . . The Press Photographers
Ball. Friday night, drew many film personalities and home office executives . . .
Austin C. Keough is now enjoying that
long-anticipated vacation ... A. Montague is due back soon from Bermuda . . .
Lew Ayres is sojourning abroad on a sabbatical leave from Hollywood.
Bob Boehnel, brother of Critic Bill, has
been engaged by RKO to delve into research as it pertains to the life story of
Edith Cavell . . . Sam Sax is on the coast
conferring with H. M. Warner and Hal
Wallis on his new duties as head of the
company’s Teddington, London, studios.
He sails from here for his new post April
21 ... H. M. Richey is lying awake nights
concocting ideas that he can turn into
souvenir gadgets for the exhibitors who
will visit the RKO
World’s Fair Lounge
. . . Ben Kalmenson is back at his desk
after a two-week business trip to the midwest and south . . . Anna May Wong is
among those present from Hollywood.
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The

following have been invited
sume posts on the committee:

to as-

Distributors — Harry D. Buckley, UA; J.
Cheever Cowdin, Universal; Ned E. Depinet, RKO; James R. Grainger, Republic;
W. Ray Johnston, Monogram; Austin C.
Keough, Paramount; W. C. Michel, 20th
Century-Fox; Harold Rodner, Warner, and
Nate Spingold, Columbia.
Theatres — Laurence Bolognino, Consolidated circuit; Harry Brandt, Leo
Brecher, Max Cohen, Cinema Circuit; Sam
Cocalis, Cocalis Enterprises; Charles C.
Moskowitz, Loew’s, Inc.; B. S. Moss, Walter Reade, Sam Rinzler, Randforce; Edward Rugoff, Rugoff and Becker; Fred
Schwartz, Century; Joseph Seider, Prudential; George Skouras, Samuel Strausberg, Interboro, and Leslie E. Thompson,
RKO.
Foreign
Foreign
styn.

Film Theatres — Jean Lenauer
Film Distributors — Joseph Bur-

mailed letters to all members of the Theatre Guild, inviting them to express their
opinion of this program . . . Elizabeth
Copeland, film editor of the News Leader,
spoke

before the study group of the Richmond Housewives League on motion picture appreciation.

Coming and going: Joseph Egan, general manager of Wilmer and Vincent
Corp., was here from New York . . . Allen
Brown, manager of the Brookland Theatre, paid relatives in Baltimore a visit.
Bernard Kreisler, acting manager for Universal Pictures in Washington, visited
town last week . . . Jake Flax, Republic
Pictures, in town after his Florida
tion. . . David Kamsky and Harold
Neighborhood Theatres officials,
Front Royal . . . Gordon Pulliam
South Boston ... A. O. Budina
Washington

Pizor.

Concessionaires — Charles L. O’Reilly.
Laboratories — Herbert J. Yates.
Trailers — Herman Robbins and Charles
Casanave.
Sign Shops — A1 Senft.
Supply Houses — C. H. Secor.
Trade Press — Martin Quigley,
coate, and Red Kann.

Jack

Arlington

. . . Allen Spar-

Bendheim

jr., general

manager

of

Neighborhood Theatres, has started shifting various managers so that they can
familiarize themselves with other theatres
in the event that someone gets sick or has
to leave for some other reason. The first
shift saw Garrett Leahey go from the State
to the Westhampton, Stewart Tucker from
Westhampton to the Capitol and Alex
Ravdin from the Capitol to the State.

Ali-

International Copyright
Committee to Convene
New

York — The committee on international copyrights will meet in about two
weeks to discuss findings of the various
subcommittees which have been convening for the past few months. It is understood the committee is in accord on
the general formalities and the damage
clause in the domestic copyright law. What
may prove to be the stumbling block in the
general revision of the statute is the provision dealing with copyright licenses.

RKO Sales Convention Is
Tentatively on June 19
New York — RKO’s annual sales convention is tentatively scheduled to get under
way here June 19 and will extend over
three or four days. The hotel has not been
set. George J. Schaefer, president, departed for Hollywood Friday for studio
conferences and preliminary details on
lineup.

and

vacaWood,
visited
visited
visited

row, manager of Loew’s, visited Norfolk
. . . N. C. Haefele, Baltimore manager for
National Theatre Supply, was in town . . .
Jeff Hofheimer, Norfolk theatre owner,
visited here . . . C. Harry Taylor, RCA
district service manager, was here from
Baltimore with Jim Owens.
Sam

Agents — William Morris jr.
Independent Exchanges — William
Actors — Fredric March.

next season’s

REN SOMMA,
manager of the Henrico.
Highland Springs, is taking a poll
among the folks of that community to see
whether or not they want Sunday films
. . . Proposing the starting of a policy of
foreign language films for the Capitol
Theatre, Sam Bendheim jr., general manager of Neighborhood Theatres, has

Virginia Snead, secretary to Sam Bendheim jr., will be married on April 25 to
Julian Chockley of the United States
Navy. They are planning a northern trip
. . . Norman Manwaring, former manager
of Wilmer
connected

and Vincent’s National, is now
with the sales department of

WMBG
. . . Morton G. Thalhimer, president of Neighborhood Theatres, spoke before the Virginia State Ass’n of B’nai
B’rith Lodges the other Sunday . . . Bill
Dalton, former organist of the Byrd, is
now playing at the Alabama Theatre in
Birmingham.

Arresting Mag
Is On

Campaign

lor " Heights "

New York — An arresting, personalized
and forceful national magazine campaign
is that on "Wuthering

Heights.”

The

cam-

paign, costing $100,000, stresses the ‘‘beauty
and the beast” theme and was designed to
impart a shock, or impact quality.
For

the local premiere

at the Rivoli, a

separate set of ads was devised to combine this theme with the national campaign, thus localizing the national campaign and combining it with a romantic
theme

appealing

to women. — L. W.
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Downward Trend in Rapid Action Is Keynote in
Production Holds Tangled Status of Local 37
Hollywood production has dropped
again, the major studios reporting a total
of 36 in work and another half-dozen set
for starts.

Rapid action is the keynote in the
tangled affairs of Local 37, International
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes,
with developments on four fronts:

Paramount, postponing “Our Leading
Citizens,” launched “The Star Maker,”
thus hitting a seven-picture pace. “Career” got underway at RKO Radio, with
that plant filming a total of six. Warner,
20th Century-Fox and Columbia are each

1. In response to charges by local
officers, ousted some weeks ago by the
international, District Attorney Buron
Fitts has issued grand jury subpoenas
for 12 witnesses in an investigation of
labor racketeering charges, set to
begin April 18. The hearing will be
directed particularly at investigating

shooting five. Warner started “Hobby
Family,” 20th Century-Fox rolled “Elsa
Maxwell’s Hotel for Women” and “Golden
Boy” went into work at Columbia.
Metro signaled a start on “Stronger
Than Desire,” giving the studio a total of
four in work, aside from Selznick International’s “Gone With the Wind.” Universal is also filming four. Republic
started “Tidal Wave” and has three features and a serial in production. Monogram continues shooting on a pair while,
for United Artists, Samuel Goldwyn and
Edward Small are working on one each.

Know UA Meeting Date ,
But Info Ends There
Other than the fact that United Artists
annual sales convention will be held at
the Ambassador Hotel here
cal attaches of the various
units which will participate
declare that, so far, their
plans for the convention
meager.

May 8-11, loUA production
in the parleys
knowledge of
are extremely

Monroe Greenthal, UA exploitation director, is expected to act as advance guard
for the contingent of homeoffice executives who will head here for the huddles,
but Greenthal has not forwarded information as to when he will arrive. He will
be followed by Murray Silverstone, chairman of the board, Lynn Farnol, advertising-publicity head, and others. No information now is available as to completed
product plans for the new season.
Participating as UA producers here will
be Samuel Goldwyn, Walter Wanger, David
Le

an
Da
Lo
ss
ew
d
vi
er
.
d
The
annual convention
dinner is scheduled for May 10 at the Ambassador Hotel.

Columbia
Charles Vidor has
pact at Columbia.
BOXOFFICE
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a

directorial

In one

giv-

Towne

Nylander of the NLRB
announced a “tentative” agreement had
been reached for the return of autonomy to the local, thus affecting settlement of charges brought by the
Motion Picture Technicians Committee, a rebel faction within Local 37,
that the IA is “company controlled”
and had been “sold down the river”
to the producers.
open

in superior

trial

was

set

to

court on the interna-

Still engaged in drafting a final working agreement, committees for the producers and the Screen Directors Guild
have indicated the code will be completed
within a few days and submitted to each
approval.

Producer

being made for the Class “B” election
April 16, at which 17 members of the “B”
council will be elected from among 64
candidates. In the absence of Kenneth
Thomson, Guild secretary, and Counsel
Laurence Beilenson, the weekly meeting
of the SAG directorate was cancelled.
Thomson and Beilenson are in Washington in connection with the Congressional
on

the Neely

block-booking

bill.

American Society of Cinematographers elected John Arnold president at
its annual election of officers. Ray June

ther, some 100 Class “B” members of
Local 37 met and took steps to break
away from the local, establish their
own officers and seek a separate IA
charter.

final

thus preventing regular extras from earning a livelihood. Last-minute plans are

The

4. Charging the international is
guilty of conspiracy, in restraint of
civil liberties and racketeering in its
management, Local 37 wired the U. S.
department of justice requesting that
an immediate investigation of the
intra-union setup be ordered. Fur-

for

the

a drive against extras who double as casting directors and members of the Guild,

hearing

tional’s fight to gain permanent control of Local 37’s affairs, Judge Wilson having sustained the international’s demurrer to a $1,000,000 conspiracy suit filed by the ousted faction.

group

of its first official actions,

weather-permitting call. Players had
complained they might be blacklisted by
the studios should their identities become
known. Meantime the SAG has launched

2. Following a national labor relations board conference attended by
producer representatives, Local 37
and IA international officers, Dr.

3. Nevertheless,

agreement, with further sessions scheduled. NLRB jurisdiction is being indefinitely withheld while Examiner James C.
Batten awaits new developments.
producer-Screen Actors Guild standing
committee has ruled that hereafter the
names of actors will be omitted from all
adjustment claims, the move coming after
96 extras had protested inclusion of their
names on a complaint charging Paramount with illegal cancellation of a

the local’s complaint that IA international officers collected more than
$1,000,000 in assessments without
ing a proper accounting thereof.

torneys are drafting a counter-proposal to
demands filed by the Screen Writers
Guild in their battle for a recognitional

becomes first vice-president; Ted Tetzlaff,
second vice-president; Joe Valentine, third
vice-president, and Frank B. Good, secretary-treasurer.
Studio

managers and the producers association are discussing details of a proposed working agreement for the Screen
Publicists Guild, with heads of the various
studio publicity departments sitting in on
the parleys. Producers are also discussing
demands of the Scenic Artists Association
for a closed shop contract, and with the
Screen Set Designers concerning demands
for revision of the SSD’s

20th-Fox
Twentieth
Otto

Brower

present

Assigns

Century-Fox
to

direct

contract.

Brower
has

assigned

“Harmony

at

at-

H
Home.”
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Balaban

and Cohorts

For Huddles
With

a

on Lineup

detailed announcement

as to

Paramount’s 1939-40 product lineup to be
made upon completion of the conferences,
a delegation of homeoffice officials headed by President Barney Balaban has arrived for huddles with studio executives.
Immediately upon his arrival, Balaban
made it clear that unsettled conditions in
Europe will not curtail ambitious plans
for the new season, that Paramount will
make approximately as many features next
season as were announced for the current
year, and that the shrinkage in revenues
abroad will be made up through concentration on Latin-American and Englishspeaking markets.
“We feel that by paying special attention to the entertainment wants and interests of our neighbors of Latin America and
the British Empire, we can compensate
for possible shrinkage in market resulting from international troubles in Europe,”
Balaban said. “With such plans in view,
Paramount will not reduce the activities
of its Hollywood studio.”
Balaban was accompanied

to Coast

by Stanton

and Paul Lukas. “Major Barbara” will
feature Wendy Hiller, with Zoe Akins now
scripting. Pascal and Irving will remain
six weeks before returning to England.

Griffis, chairman of the executive committee; Neil Agnew, sales chief; Edwin
Weisl, of the board of directors; Leon
Netter, theatre operations executive; Russell Holman, New York production representative, and Robert M. Gillham, advertising-publicity head. Following confabs
with Y. Frank Freeman and William LeBaron of the studio, the eastern contingent will leave for Omaha, where “Union
Pacific” is to be world premiered April 28.
Agnew also plans to visit exchanges in
San Francisco, Seattle, Portland and Salt
Lake City.
Nicholas

producer is here to sign leads for “The
Doctor’s Dilemma,” supporting cast for
which already includes Sir Cecil Hardwicke, Roland Young, C. Aubrey Smith

Schenck

Here

Nicholas M. Schenck, head of Loew’s,
Inc., has checked in at M-G-M for one of
his periodic production and business conferences, accompanied by Leopold Friedman. Also at the studio is Gabriel Pascal, engaged in conferences concerning
plans for his next two features adapted
from George Bernard Shaw plays, “The
Doctor’s Dilemma” and “Major Barbara.”
Pascal was accompanied from London by
his art director, Laurence Irving. The

Others

Here

and Due

Matty Fox, Universal vice-president and
aide to Cliff Work, has returned to the
studio following New York conferences.
Expected shortly is John Joseph, advertising-publicity director, who accompanied Fox east.
Sam

Sax, head of Warner’s English production unit, is due in at the Burbank
plant for huddles concerning plans for
the 1939-40 film-making season abroad.
After a few days here, he returns to New
York, sailing for England April 21. Joseph
Bernhard, general manager of Warner’s
Theatres, left for New York after conferring with Jack Warner and Hal Wallis
concerning plans for handling several
forthcoming films. Deep in studio huddles anent short subject plans for the new
season is Norman Moray, Vitaphone sales
manager.
W.

Ray Johnston, president of Monogram, headed for New York, planning to
stop off at several exchanges en route
east. Following the company convention
in Chicago May 4-6 he will return to the
coast.
Herbert Yates, chairman

Cowan Will Produce
For Sinclair Lewis
With negotiations for a major release
now underway, Sinclair Lewis and Lester
Cowan have signed a deal whereby the
latter will produce a number of pictures
for the new Sinclair Lewis independent
production unit. First to be made is “Angela Is Twenty-Two,” a play by Lewis.
John Wildburg, who produced the play,
will be associated with Lewis and Cowan
in its filmization. Lewis will probably
play one of the leads.
Cowan meanwhile is proceeding with
his plans to produce “Pickwick Papers,”
starring W. C. Fields, for Universal release.
Harry Edington, heading an independent production unit releasing through
Universal, has added D. A. Doran, former
story editor for Columbia, to his staff.
Headquartering on the Universal lot, Edington will launch production of his first
picture some time in June.
Likewise planning to get into early action is Commodore Pictures, headed by
Fred A. Boulle, which was incorporated
late in 1938. A major release is being
negotiated and Boulle, who is in charge
of production, declared the company’s
1939-40 lineup will be announced shortly.
Sam Katzman has scheduled immediate
production on “Trigger Fingers,” a western starring Tim McCoy. Katzman, returning from an extended trip to New
York, has signed Sam Newfield to direct,
the picture to roll on location at Chatsworth. It is for the state-right market.
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MPG Amplifies on
Production Plans
With a production start definitely scheduled for June, the Motion Picture Guild
has amplified details of a previous announcement that it would engage in the
making of motion pictures of social, political, economic and international significance, using subject matter not now touched by the major studios.
Incorporated last February, the MPG
constitutes some 150 Hollywood artists
and craftsmen. As the first picture on its
independent production program, it has
announced the acquisition of “School for
Barbarians,” by Erika Mann, daughter
of the exiled German novelist, Dr. Thomas
Mann. The volume is described as a factual exposition of the effect of the Nazi
German educational system on children
in that nation.
This film, as well as those to follow, will
be financed through outside investment,
according to James Gow, executive secretary of the group. Guild members who
are actively engaged in producing the pictures will be paid, the organization planning to employ only those who are not
currently on studio payrolls. “School for
Barbarians” is being scripted by Tess
Slesinger, who also holds office as vicepresident of the MPG.
No shooting space has been acquired as
yet, Gow reported. As to release commitments, the MPG hopes for major distribution for its product, he declared, although if it cannot be obtained the film
will be roadshowed or distributed through

of the board,

is expected to pay another visit to Republic within two weeks for additional
conferences
product.

concerning

the new

season’s

some other channel.
Frank Tuttle, veteran film director, was
instrumental in the formation of the MPG,
the idea for the organization being born
as the result of production last fall of a
short
Speaks” —
made subject
for the titled
Motion“California
Picture Democratic
Committee when, in the gubernatorial election, the state swung over to the Democratic side for the first time in many
years.
In addition to Miss Slesinger as vicepresident, other officers include Floyd
Crosby, president; Basil Wrangell, secretary; and Irene Lee, treasurer. Crosby, a
cinematographer, photographed the U. S.
government film, “The River.” Wrangell
is a short subjects director at M-G-M.
Miss Lee is a member of the Warner story
department.
Among prominent Hollywoodians who
are affiliated with the MPG are such
names as :
John Garfield, Laura and S. J. Perelman, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tuttle, John
Wexley, Irving Reis, Robert Rossen, Sidney Buchman, Frank Davis, John Ford,
Lillian Heilman, David Hertz, James
Wong Howe, Boris Ingster, Joris Ivens,
Curtis Kenyon, Arthur Kober, Ring Lardner jr„ Dudley Nichols, Budd Schulberg,
Allan Scott, Gail Sondergaard, Milton
Sperling, Marion Spitzer, Helen Gahagan
and Slavko Vorkapich.
These, and the balance of the membership, will not contribute financially to the
making of the pictures announced other
than their regular membership fees, Gow
pointed out.
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O-CALLED

series pictures

doubtedly constituted
most persistent and
trend
weekly.
Most

have

un-

SPEARHEADS

That person
been returned

Hollywood’s
outstanding

after glorifying in the comeback
— for one picture.

during recent seasons, with new entries in the field being added almost
of them

have

been

The

precedentally

studio's

difficult to imagine the millions of theatre patrons, whose support has made the
“Judge Hardy” pictures one of Leo’s more
profitable undertakings, accepting anyone
but Mickey Rooney as “Andy.” The same
goes for “Mr. Moto,” “The Joneses” and
others. When Warner Oland, known the
world over as the one and only “Charlie
Chan,” died, Fox executives were hesitant
about seeking a successor and were on the
verge

of discontinuing further film
ventures of the Oriental hawkshaw.

ad-

Yet, Warner, always unpredictable, and
with characteristic defiance of precedent,
after spending

much

money

and

exploita-

tion energy on its “Torchy Blane” series,
in which Glenda Farrell and Barton MacLane have been featured, announces that

Suus

and

cuique

her smitten

law-uphold-

Inhalers

has

new

stream-lined

commissary

was

installation of
of music from

current pictures. It's getting so a bowl of
steaming borsht will be as innocuous and
silent

as

a

cream-puff.

Metro having signed the actor to a term
acting contract under which he may again
have a chance to demonstrate his proven
abilities.
i J

Eric H. Hansen, general manager
American Humane Society, is due

Gary Cooper shot a golden eagle while
vacationing in Sun Valley. Most actors do
not have to invade the wilds of Idaho to get

film capital to survey the conditions under which horses are used in making pictures. For the sake of their high places
on the payrolls, it is hoped he will limit

a bird — they can find plenty
where their films are shown.

in the

theatres

And further on matters avian, Metro
reports the return of a sound crew after
a weekend at Catalina where 15,000 feet
of bird noises were recorded for “The
Wizard of Oz.” They could have secured
the same footage when
and “Spring Madness”
Little Gem Theatre.

“Dramatic School”
were shown in the

With

Stan

Laurel

promising

to

be a

of the
in the

his probing to the genus equinus and overlook those not-too-rare studio masterminds who bear a partial anatomical relation thereto.

If Robert Z. Leonard, who was among
the movie colonists participating in the
annual Easter-egg rolling derby at Palm
Springs, failed to come under the wire an
easy winner, it was a drastic upset of form
— what with the training he had as producer-director of ‘‘Broadway Serenade.”
Perhaps the change in modus operandi
as
him. concerns the henfruit handicapped

good boy, settling his squabble with Hal
Roach and going back on the payroll as

mos.

rotund Oliver Hardy’s team-mate, one person in the Roach organization is finding
It is encouraging to note that Jack Mulhall has finally hit smooth pavement on
the comeback trail which, for many years

himself established as Hollywood’s No. One
cat’s paw — only a few months after he
had thought he had successfully emerged

past, he has

from

found

of Borsht

added to injury through the
loudspeakers for amplification

henceforth Jane Wyman and Allen Jenkins will portray the parts of the dauntless
girl reporter
ing swain.

Society

equipped
with sound-proofed rooms
for
executive luncheon huddles. Now insult is

character — or adapting a fictional one —
casting an individual to portray the part
and keeping the same Thespic as such
character throughout. It is reasonable to
assume, judging by public reaction, that
is how the fans want it; a fact which the
successful producers of series features have apparently recognized. It is

Sibilant

spotlight

every justification for placing Paramount on
its unfair list. It was bad enough when the

successful in garnering cumulative popularity and profits. All of them are predicated on the general plan of creating a

more

is Harry Langdon, who has
to the Roach writing staff

full of rough

spots —

obscurity.

Samuel Goldwyn will distribute to newspaper correspondents and critics 1,500 folios
of the complete set of eight records waxed
by

Jascha Heifetz for "The Music
Now, who's going to furnish

School.”
the phono-

graphs?

Conquest , Crooning
Most

noteworthy

characteristic

of

the

week’s preview situation was the fact that
Republic assumed an undimmed place in
the limelight as producer of the best feature, an honor which might well have gone
to that studio
tive field.

in an

even

more

North Hollywood factory’s contribution to
the boundless cycle of super-western,
Americanization epics, was the offering to
corral the picture-of-the-week nod. A
lusty, stirring saga of Texas history, it
carries enough emotional wallop to render pleasant to the entertainment taste its
prescribed dosage of patriotism. Richard
Dix, in a part hand-tailored to his virile
style, is impressive as Sam Houston, but
is forced to share acting honors with Edward Ellis, who turns in a particularly
fine-grained portrayal of Andrew Jackson. Gail Patrick and the remainder of a
topnotch supporting cast contribute comparatively to maintain the high calibre of
Sol C. Siegel’s production and direction by
George Nicholls jr„ all aided and abetted
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Comedy

by a sterling writing job of which Harold
Shumate and Wells Root are credited for
the original story, with screenplay recognition going to Root, E. E. Paramore jr„
and Jan Fortune.
*

competi-

“Man of Conquest,” celluloid dramatization of the life of Sam Houston, and the

and

*

*

Paramount was responsible for “The
Lady’s From Kentucky” and “Back Door
to Heaven,” two of the trio which rate
recognition as above-average program material, with Universal contributing the
third in “East Side of Heaven.” “The
Lady’s From Kentucky” proved to be a
thoroughly diverting story of the sport of
kings, with George Raft turning in a
warmly human performance, approaching
in excellence the type of work which first
brought

him popularity — an effective curtain-call in his last appearance for the
Marathon St. studio. Producer Jeff Lazarus and Director Alexander Hall, aided
by a strong script adapted by Malcolm
Stuart Boylan from a story by Rowland
Brown,
on the
wire.

so

fulfilled their respective assignments that most exhibitors can rely
feature leading the pack to the

Intelligent, and

at times

enthralling,

is

the sociological preachment titled “Back
Door to Heaven.” No boy-meets-girl
formula is this, as Scenarists John Bright
and Robert Tasker undertook to trace the
criminal career and ultimate doom of one
of a group of average Americans — and, because of its very grimness, the picture has
limited its own mass appeal. Wallace
Ford is truly splendid in the principal
role; Patricia Ellis shows histrionic ability not heretofore revealed; and William
K. Howard earns praise on three counts,
as producer, director and author of the
original story.
Cunningly patterned to Bing Crosby’s
ingratiating personality, “East Side of
Heaven” is a sprightly romantic comedy,
sprinkled with solid musical interludes and
introducing a new star in “Sandy” Henville, an unusually captivating 10-monthold baby. Crosby is entirely at home in
the screenplay concocted by William Conselman from a story by Herb Polesie — who
functioned also as production associate —
and David Butler, while Butler had un( Continued on page 64)
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Crowded
Month
In an almost

Calendar

Balance of

Caution Urged on

for Liberal Groups
unprecedented

burst of ac-

tivity, Hollywood’s liberal groups have
charted a crowded calendar for the balance of the month, ranging from the formation of new groups and committees to
dances, benefits and a spring membership
drive to be launched by the Hollywood
Anti-Nazi League.
Meantime a strenuous campaign to secure local support for the Thomas amendment to the government’s Neutrality Act
met with success when 20,000 postcards
were secured and mailed to Washington.
Tongues are still wagging in liberal
circles over just exactly what happened
on the occasion, three weeks ago, when
Capt. Fritz Weiderman, newly-appointed
Nazi German general consul in San Francisco, visited the 20th Century-Fox studio
and partook of luncheon in the commissary. Though both agree on the salient
fact that Herr Weiderman was met with
stony silence and immediately asked to
leave, two conflicting stories are making

"Americanism"

lywood notables. First production planned
is a satirical cabaret revue, on which
Mortimer Offner, Danny Dare, Irving
White, Bernard Vorhaus, Lucien Prival
and Jay Gorney are working.
Producer Walter Wanger was the guest
speaker in the fourth of the Associated

New York — “Hollywood has begun to
wave the flag” and the “new cycle ... is
being watched with interest, astonish-

Film

“Significant,” Nugent writes, “are these
bulletins” out of Hollywood: “That Sinclair Lewis’s ‘It Can’t Happen Here’ is to
filmed this season; that the Warners have

Audience’s lecture series, Wanger discussing “The Hollywood of Tomorrow.”
Philip Dunne presided.
Having taken over the Hollytown Theatre, a group of refugee German vaudeville
and stage artists are presenting a satirical
revue titled “The 39 Mis-Steps.” Theatre
has been renamed the Theatre of the
Refugees and is being operated under the
supervision of Curt Bry, former star in
Berlin.
Dorothy

Thompson

was

to lecture

on

“America” under the sponsorship of the
Modern Forum at the Shrine Auditorium,
April 13, with profits from the gathering
to be devoted to refugee writers and vic-

ment, and not a little fear,” Frank S. Nugent, film critic of the New York Times,
observes in an article in The Natioji, national weekly.

completed

‘Confessions

of a Nazi Spy’ . . .;

that Charles Chaplin is making ‘The Dictaors’. . . and that ‘Personal History,’
once shelved, is likely to be taken down
and dusted off almost any day.”
“What we have, in sum,” Nugent goes
on, “is an astonishing picture of Hollywood expressing a point of view seemingly in defiance of its frequently stated
policy that the primary, and often the sole,
purpose of the motion picture is to entertain, that it is wiser to avoid controversial

the rounds — one that a German newspaper correspondent had asked the studio for
permission to bring a guest on the lot, successfully masking his identity until Weiderman had arrived; the other, that 20th
Century-Fox was aware Weiderman was
on the lot, but did not expect a reception
such as that which was given him.
Spokesmen
Nazi League

for the Hollywood Antideclare it is possible the

HANL

will take cognizance of the occurrence— at least in the columns of Hollywood Now — if the true facts can be unearthed So far, however, League officials
report, they have been unable to trace
down the correct story.
To obtain financial support for 500,000
Loyalist Spanish refugees now in France,
the “Enthusiastic Committee of 95,” comprising that number of liberal film colonists, has been formed. Organization was
born at a dinner meeting called to honor
Eric Muggeridge, an Englishman and close
student of the Spanish strife, currently in
this country on a tour to raise funds for
the war’s victims. Philip Dunne and Milt
Gross were insti'umental in the committee’s inception. A mass meeting
ed for April 14, at which it aims
poses were to be explained.
The HANL
has scheduled a
dramatized lectures, beginning
designed to draw new members

was calland purseries of
April 19,
into the

group. Titled “The March of Democracy,”
the series will feature such speakers as
Mrs. Hallie Flanagan, national Federal
Theatres Project director, and Dr. Norman
Byrne, prominent educator.
To produce plays dealing with modern
problems, a number of film, radio and
stage artists have formed the Hollywood
Theatre Alliance, with an advisory board
comprising George Cukor, J. Edward
Bromberg, Dorothy Arzner, Gilbert Gabriel, Helen Gahagan, Donald Ogden
Stewart, Lillian Heilman, Dorothy Parker,
Arthur Kober, Dashiell Hammett, Ira
Gershwin, Garson Kanin, Irving Pichel,
Sigmund Romberg, Mrs. Edward
G.
Robinson,
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Will Rogers

jr., and

other

Hol-

Mann

Views Hollywood —

During a recent visit to Hollywood, Thomas Mann, famous exiled German
novelist, was piloted around the Samuel Goldwyn Studios. He is shown on
the set here with Goldwyn, Mrs. Mann and Jascha Heifetz.
tims of persecution in the totalitarian
states. Another benefit for refugees, at
which Mischa Elman, violinist, will appear,
is set for April 22, to be followed May 1
by a refugee relief program sponsored by
the Los Angeles Conference of Temple
Brotherhoods. Mary Pickford is in charge
of ticket sales.

"Mad Dog of Europe"
Project Stirs Again
Hollywood’s celluloid problem child, the
long-projected and comparably longdeterred filming of “The Mad Dog of
Europe,” again is occupying the limelight.
A1 Rosen, who owns story rights to a
script written by Herman Mankiewicz,
Lynn Root and himself — a script dealing
with true conditions in Germany under
Hitler’s rule, he declares — and who also
possesses some 3,000 feet of negative film
comprising background material picked up
(Continued on next page)

topics, that it must shun propaganda, and
that it must deal charitably with foreign

Inquiring into the “possible causes” for
nations.”
and “sincerity” of this “Americanism” cycle,
Nugent advances three theories: (1) Hollywood, its markets virtually closed in
Germany and Italy, is going on about its
business undisturbed by dictator threats
of reprisal against motion pictures inimical to the totalitarian states; (2) Hollywood is working hand-in-hand with the
Government in establishing the Good
Neighbor

policy

in

South

and

Central

America; (3) Hollywood “has awakened to
the public’s interest in Democracy and
has chosen to give it the benefit of favorable publicity.”
Theory No. 1 is discounted
because
foreign

by

Nugent

“Germany and Italy never accounted for more than 10 per cent of the
gross”

Theory

No.

realized

by the industry.

2 “is grounded

BOXOFFICE
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and

cents. For with the European market uncertain and in danger of becoming
an arena of war, South America emerges
as the most fertile field for boxoffice expansion.”
Theory No. 3, “the pleasantest to believe if it only were possible to do so,” may
“quite possibly be true” in the instance
of a few producers (Charles Chaplin, Walter Wanger, and Harry Warner). Howwhole

ever, he charges the industry “on the
. . . has never been proved guilty

of high-mindedness,” that “its tradition
has been one of opportunism,” and “there
is no reason now to believe that it has
found purpose and a sense of patriotic
destiny.”
“If concrete

evidence

of

the

lack

of

those

qualities is needed,” Nugent continues, “one might mention the disinclination of any of the major companies — the
patriotic Warners particularly — to release
‘Crisis,’ Herbert Kline’s excellent documentary film of the betrayal of Czechoslovakia. One might note, too, the minute

a deal of good these days, but they can
cause a deal of damage too. If Hollywood
accelerates the tempo unduly or gets off
too often on the wrong foot, millions of
Americans may begin marching in the
worst

possible

direction.”

New Slap at Dictators
In Metro Story Buy
The industry’s “hurrah-for-Americaand-down-with-the-dictators” production
and story policy, still unofficial but growing in scope by leaps and bounds, received another substantial spur when
M-G-M
announced the purchase of
“Mortal Storm,” a novel by Phyllis Bottome, which treats of the experiences of
one family under Nazi rule.
The story is to be added to the studio’s
1939-40 production slate, taking its place
with “It Can’t Happen Here,” “I Was a
Prisoner in Nazi Germany” and other
vehicles of a similar nature.

Hollywood

part being played in Hollywood’s proDemocracy crusade by the genuinely liberal groups of actors, writers, directors and
producers.”
While the industry is “enjoying one of
the few earnest moments it has known,”
he points out, “concern is being expressed
both within and without the industry over
the dangers
paign.

of

this

Americanism

contract players, during a visit to the
studio. Balaban was the guest of Y.
Frank

cam-

negative

filmed in Germany was confiscated by the collector of customs at the
port of Los Angeles. It was not until
Rosen had secured a dispensation from
the secretary of state of the United States
that the film was released to him. There-

n" —
for "Di
oreddisplaying
Hon
Proudly
his Boxoffice
Ribbon

Award

is George

Stevens,

after Will Hays and the producers association raised strenuous objections to the
filming of the feature, their argument being that its production and distribution
would immediately result in retaliatory action by Germany to deny entry to any

Blue
who

produced and directed RKO
Radio’s
“Gunga Din.” The picture was selected by the National Screen Council as
the best placed in release for general patronage during the month of
February.

other

(Continued

from

preceding

his project from the Catholic
San Diego and San Francisco.
In view of the fact that

dioceses
the

of

major

studios are now engaged in making features somewhat comparable in theme and

page)

in Nazi concentration camps and depicting
street riots, reports that plans to make
the feature are being revived.
Financing for the undertaking, which
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American-made production. Threatened with an industry boycott, and the

Hays office’s refusal to issue a production
code seal, Rosen backed down temporarily. Later he announced he would not
seek a Hays seal but would roadshow the
film throughout the country on an exploitation basis.
Rosen has since secured endorsements of

"Mad Dog" Project
Gaining Impetus

BOXOFFICE

Thespians.

Europe,” has endeavored three times —
each time unsuccessfully — to get into production during the past five years. His
first hurdle came when the 3,000 feet of

exploited like pollyannaism, cinderellaism, or boy-meets-girlism. From patriotism to nationalism to chauvinism to jingoism is a matter of simple emotional
progression. A flag and a drum may do

In their first studio visit for several
years, Ted Nassar (left) and brother
Henry (right), heads of the T. & D.
Circuit in northern California, kibitz
with Judith Allen, Paramount starlet,
during a jaunt around the Paramount
lot. She is showing them a script of
her latest picture.

Freeman, Paramount vice-president, at a luncheon attended by nine

of the studio’s young

“Patriotism is not something to be
played with; it is not a commodity to be

Visiting —

Huddle —

John Balaban, left, head of the Balaban & Katz Theatre circuit of Chicago, meets Patricia Morison and
Robert Preston, young Paramount

heretofore has been only one of Rosen’s
stumbling blocks, is in the offing, with two
Hollywood sources and one eastern group
to back the venture. Present indications are that the eastern capital may
be enlisted, Rosen planning to leave for
conferences with his proposed backers
over the weekend.

treatment — as witness Warner’s “Confessions of a Nazi Spy” and M-G-M’s plans
to produce “It Can’t Happen Here,”
among others — Rosen had his associates
believe that much of this previous opposition, which proved to be the second
stumbling block, will not be in evidence if,
when, and
fected.

as the

financial

setup

is per-

prepared

Rosen,

who

organized

tions, Inc., to produce

New

Era

“The

Mad

ProducDog

of

Lang

Directs Shirley

Walter Lang will direct “Lady Jane,”
the next Shirley Temple feature, for 20th
Century-Fox.
color.

It will be filmed

in Techni-

63

<2iinema
Hyman, Principal Pictures distribution head, has returned from a twovacation spent in New York and

tainment chairman of Paramount’s studio
club, is recovering after an appendectomy
at the Hollywood Hospital . . . Nat W.

day . . . Wesley Ruggles leaves for New
York to meet his brother Charlie when
his latest production is given its preview.

Francisco . . . Bobby Breen and brother Michael, with a party of friends, spent

Finston, head of Metro’s music department, hosted a group of Hollywood music
celebrities for luncheon and a special

*

Louis
week
San

four days deep-sea fishing off the Mexican coast . . . Johnny Weissmuller plans
to leave for New York in May to star in
the “Aquacade,” a
aquatic floor show.

night-club

with

an

★
Lloyd

Bacon,

Warner

director, plans

to

see the World’s Fair in San Francisco
when his present assignment is completed
. . . Anna May Wong, her Paramount acting assignment finished, is en route to
New York . . . Walter W anger lectured
on “The Hollywood of Tomorrow” at a
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce meeting . . . Helen Ferguson will transfer her
publicity headquarters to 8619 Sunset
Blvd. on April 15.
*

After completing a writing assignment
at Warner, Maurice Leo headed for New
York for a short vacation . . . For a holiday, and to attend the world premiere of
“Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” Edward G.
Robinson has left for New York. He returns here early in May.

showing

of “Broadway

Serenade.”

★

Robert Sinclair, Metro director, has returned from a leave of absence in New
York . . . The Masquers Club will hold a
“Cavalcade of Radio” dinner April 20,
with William Collier sr., as toastmaster
. . . Mr. and Mrs. John Lee Mahin have
trained out for New York . . . Florence
Roberts, “ Granny ” of the “Jones Family,”
has returned from a vacation in Honolulu.

Fred

Quimby, Metro short subjects supervisor, is combining business with pleasure on a two -week trip through northern
California . . . John Powers, producershowman connected with Producer Harry
Sherman, was feted by his employer on
his 65th birthday. Powers was guest of
honor at a dinner given at Lone Pine,
where a new “Hopalong Cassidy” western
is in production, with more than 100
guests attending.
*

k

Irving

Rubine,

Warner

exploiteer,

has

gone to New York on business . . . Republic will hold its annual studio golf tournament at the Brentwood Country Club May
21 ... To set details for production of a
short subject covering the New York
World’s Fair, James FitzPatrick,
producer, trained to Gotham.

M-G-M

*

Robert
Ralph

Montgomery,

accompanied

Wheelwright of the Metro
licity department, has returned

Washington, D. C., where
fore a senate committee.

by
pubfrom

he appeared

be-

Harry Cohn entered the Cedars of Lebanon Hospital for a
routine physical
checkup

. . . Andrews

Montgomery,

enter-

the

editorship

of Margaret

Et-

k

Paramount’s studio music chief, Louis
Lipstone; Nat Finston, Metro rtiusical director; Al Newman, scoring a Charles R.
Rogers film for Paramount; Victor Young,
Paramount orchestra conductor, and Roy
Fjastad, business manager of the Paramount music department, will be feted at
a dinner dance to be given by the Paramount recording orchestra at the Uplifters, April 17. Phil Kahgan, concert master
of the orchestra, is handling arrangements
. . . Broderick Crawford has returned to
New York, en route to Europe for a holiment. day, having completed an acting assign*

Celebrating her 75th birthday, May Robson will be tendered a party by Jack Warner on one of his studio sound stages
April 19, with several hundred stars,
executives and others attending . . . John
Litel and

Howard

Lang

addressed

a patri-

otic meeting sponsored by the All-American Continental Congress at the Warner
Theatre, San Pedro. Three Warner
torical featurettes were screened.

SPEARHEADS
(Continued

from

page

61)

usual

success in weaving together a diversity of production and story elements
into a cinematic bundle which should more
than

pay

its way

in the world.
*

The

remainder

preview

audiences

*

*

of the

sextet

during

the

shown
week

to
in-

cluded “The Family Next Door,” from
Universal, and Monogram’s “Streets of
New York.” The former is just a so-so
contribution to the rapidly-mounting
quantity of “family” pictures, neither so
carefully made nor so laden with audience interest as other more established
series of this type. Producer Max Golden

did his best with a spotty original screenplay by Mortimer Offner.
Suffering

largely from

the same

his-

★

weak-

Jackie

tinger, the first issue of Technicolor’s
“News and Views,” devoted to the publicizing of the color company’s activities
and a resume of critical and exhibitor
comment concerning recent Technicolor
productions, made its appearance. The
publication is to be issued monthly.
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MacMurray and Mr. and Mrs. Gary Cooper have returned from a Sun Valley holi-

ness— paucity of story — Monogram’s latest
Jackie Cooper starrer should, however, do
well enough in the program bracket.

Technicolor House Organ
Will Appear Monthly
Under

Ellen Drew left for England and a Paramount acting assignment there . . . Fred

was obviously hampered by a none-toolavish budget and Director Joseph Santley

k

States, were guests of honor at a luncheon given by Adrian Hartog, Dutch consul in Los Angeles . . . Geraldine Fitzgerald has planed to New York en route
to Ireland for a six-month vacation.

*

k

Harry Brand, 20 th Century-Fox studio
publicity head, and Mrs. Brand have sailed
for Honolulu vacation. Before their departure they were guests at a bon voyage
party attended by Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Ritz, the Jimmy Fidlers, Ken Murray and
others . . . Director Kurt Neumann of
Paramount was feted on the set as the
cast and crew of his current picture gave
him an impromptu birthday party.

May Robson and Dr. Alexander London,
Netherlands ambassador to the United

Cooper is capable in the leading assignment but is placed in an unusual —
for him — situation, in that his acting endeavors could not outshine a picturestealing portrayal by young Martin Spellman. Robert D. Andrews wrote the original and screenplay. Producer William T,
Lackey mounted the vehicle well and William Nigh directed with an adroit blending of spirit and pathos.

Anthony Veiller has returned to his
Paramount desk after an extended eastern
vacation . . . Harry Hunter, Paramount
distributor in Australia, checks in April 17
for studio conferences, following which he
continues on to the New York office . . .
Joining other eastern executives now here
for production conferences, John W.
Hicks jr., vice-president in charge of
Paramount’s foreign department, is expected here next week . . . David Rose,
husband

of Martha

Raye,

tossed

a

sur-

prise party in honor of his wife’s birthday
. . . Preston Foster has returned from a
three-day holiday at Catalina.

Irving Berlin has planed to New York
to spend ten days there with his family.

Next Davis Starrer Based
On Bronte Sisters Lives
Added to the Warner 1939-40 production slate as a vehicle for Bette Davis is
“Devotion,” based on the lives of the three
Bronte sisters. Miss Davis will portray
Charlotte, who wrote “Jane Eyre,” Geraldine Fitzgerald will play Emily, who authored “Wuthering Heights” and Olivia
De Havilland will enact the role of Anne.
James

Hilton is on the script
mund Goulding will direct.
BOXOFFICE

and
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filming slated to get underway again within a few days. Lyle Talbot and Wynne
Gibson have been added to the supporting
cast. Steve Sekely directs.

Fine Arts-GN Tie
Status Is Due
The
status

fate of Fine Arts Pictures’ future
as an affiliate of Grand National

is being decided in New York in conferences between Franklyn Warner, FA president, and E. W. Hammons, head of GN,
with Warner expected to return here over
the weekend bearing some definite announcment as to plans for his company.
According to spokesmen locally, Warner
also intended to confer with the heads of
two

other distribution organizations regarding possible future release of FA product in the event the GN-FA deal collapses.
Regardless of the outcome of the sessions in New York, however, FA attaches
here declare production will be resumed
within ten days on one of four completed
scripts, after an idle period of more than
two months. Warner was accompanied
east by Ted Williams, GN treasurer.
Meanwhile Grand National has reached
a temporary stalemate in the production

of “Miracle of Main Street.” The script
is being revised in accordance with objections to certain portions of the dialogue registered by the Hays office, with

Hearing on the reorganization plan for
Condor Pictures, which went into 77B
more than a year ago, was scheduled to
open in federal court April 14, at which
time a plan for pulling the concern out of
bankruptcy, drafted by Albert A. Rosenthal— one of the chief stockholders was
up for scrutiny.

South America
England

Instead of

for Autry Tour

Basing its action on the uncertain political outlook abroad, Republic has temporarily canceled a personal appearance
tour scheduled for Cowboy Gene Autry
through England this summer. As a possible substitute, plans are being worked
out whereby Autry may instead head for
South America for personal appearances in
theatres there.
Billy Gilbert has been signed for a twoweek p. a. chore at the Paramount Theatre in New York City. He opens April 26.
Jerry

Colonna,

Warner

comedian

and

radio star, is making plans for a 10-week
tour through the east and midwest, to get
underway late in May.

play continues

stage year is waning
but an occasional new

to take

its bow.

For

in-

John
Anderson, Journal- American —
. . . has taken a rather baffling theme and
written

pretentiously about it so that entertainment at the Biltmore is confined

pretty

definitely to Godfrey Tearle’s incredible resemblance to Mr. Roosevelt . . .

stance-.

"The

Number

Flashing

Stream ’’

76 of the season.

In three acts

by Charles Morgan, staged by Peter Creswell with scenery by The Harkers. Victor Payne- Jennings produced at the Biltmore April 10 with a cast including Godfrey Tearle, Margaret Rawlings, Felix Aylmer, Patricia Godfrey, Patric Curwen, Leo
Genn, Anthony Ireland, Laurier Lister,
George Cross and Roger Maxwell. The
critics :
Robert Coleman, Daily Mirror . . . impres d. . . swollen with superfluous wordage, as doubling back on its tracks much
too often, lacking that clarity which makes
for effective theatre.
Burns Mantle, Daily News (two stars
plus) —
... bit of a
disappointment.
Gracefully written, spotted with excellent
scenes, acted splendidly . . . Tearle plays
with a restrained intensity that is artful
and effective, save when the author makes
the going difficult for him. Miss Rawlings, a gifted though occasionally studied
actress, makes the heroine very attractive
if not too convincing as a scientist.
Richard Watts jr., Herald- Tribune — I
do not think it is as great a paradox as it
might sound when I suggest that the playwright has so much he wants to say
about all the topics under discussion that
he never gets around to telling us much
about them . . . Tearle . . . plays the distraught scientist with distinction and insight. . . Margaret Rawlings, performs
with warmth and intelligence.
BOXOFFICE
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There

are, however, some effective performances in it, notably by Mr. Tearle
. . . and Margaret Rawlings.
John Mason Brown, Post — His drama is
an earnest one. Yet . . . proves to be not
only an unconvincing story but a strangely pretentious and empty one. Felix Aylmer ... is enormously ingratiating.
Richard Lockridge, Sun — . . . brings to
his theme an almost quivering honesty,
together with marked, if rather tortuous,
subtlety of perception. This unusual combination makes sensitive and intense
drama, most of which Mr. Morgan has
buried deeply under words.
Brooks Atkinson, Times — The cast is a
good one throughout ... is a first play,
represents
spirit.

Mr. Morgan’s highminded preoccupation with human character and
His characters do not speak for

him as lucidly as he can
self.

speak

for him-

Sidney B. Whipple, World-Telegram —
. . . has about it something of the quality
of latter-day British statesmanship . . .
There are moments of tension in it and
there are many fine passages. But, on
the whole, it was a great relief, at long
last, to have the empire saved so that we
could go home.

"The

Happiest

Days"

Number 77. In two acts and eight scenes
by Charlotte Armstrong. Staged by Marc
Connelly

in settings

R. C., Daily Mirror — ... a tragedy revolving around a suicide pact between a
boy and girl . . . written with burning
sincerity and, obviously, without intent to
shock or violate the canons of good taste.
But it is a thin play, a play that could
have been told in one instead of its
present two acts ... Uta Hagen, as the
girl, gives a
ance.

beautiful,

glowing

perform-

B. M., Daily News (two and a half
stars) — The strength of the play as entertainment lies in its sensitive playing
by the not-too-ethereal Miss Hagen . . .
but it is still a pathetic re-enactment of
an adolescent tragedy in which Mrs.
Armstrong adds little to the court records
. . . too much audience knowledge is taken
for granted.
R. W. jr., Herald-Tribune —
... a
sympathetic record of a heartbreaking
story of adolescence told with undeviating
understanding and a fine sense of pity
.

.

.

possesses

a

tenderness

that

more

sophisticated writing could easily have destroyed. . . although . . . the playwright
has been painstakingly careful to follow
the

details of the tragedy there are moments when it does not seem believable in
the theatre.

J. A., J ournal- American — . . . the play
is a rather factual account untouched by
poetic imagination, and for another its
writing is pedestrian and uninspired . . .

Plays .... Possibilities
New York — The
pretty rapidly now,

man. Produced by Courtney Burr, this
opened at the Vanderbilt, April 11, with a
cast including John Craven, Jimmy Lydon,
Uta Hagen, William Harrigan, Russell
Collins, Kathryn Givney, Ethel Wilson
and Dorothea Eller. The critics:

by

P. Dodd

Acker-

doubtlessly she and Mr. Connelly conspired against our heartstrings with the
thought

that
mantic
rather than
should weep
solvent dews
jerked nary

if we could but see these rochildren embracing dark death
even darker parenthood, we
and flood the till with the
of grief. But, alas ! I fear they
a tear.

J. M. P., Post — It is no more than a
newspaper tragedy, clipped, divided into
scenes,

and retold in terms of some aggressively undistinguished dialogue . . .
Her drama is merely a drab chronicle,
drably told. It has no beauty, no ecstasy,
no lift, and shows very little skill . . .
Dorothea Eller is excellent as the high
school student.
R. L., Sun — . . . everything in the acting and the direction enhances the values
of the touching script ... It never loses
poignancy, never ceased to be touching,
but it gradually loses body . . . Mr. Craven’s playing has simplicity and gravity . . .
B. A., Times — Although the drama is
none too resourcefully written, the tragedy
it records is overflowing with youth and
sincerity . . . not a fully articulate play,
but the story it has to tell is infinitely
pathetic, and no one involved in the telling has let it down . . . deserves the attention of playgoers who do not distinguish
the theater from life.
S.
that

B. W., World-Telegram — I believe
every parent and every potential

parent should be required to see it —
should be taken by some dictatorial power,
placed in a chair and compelled to listen
to every line of it . . . this is sheer drama
of the clinical type, not amusement . . .
Dorothea Eller, who made her debut . . .
brought spontaneous applause from the
audience upon her exit.
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Chaplin

Denies

British

" Dictators " Pressure
— Samuel

Spokesmen

for Charles

Chaplin

discredit

reports
that

supposedly coming from well-informed circles in London to the effect
the British government frowns on

the veteran producer’s plans to make the
widely publicized “The Dictators,” and
again reiterate Chaplin’s determination to
go through with the projected feature regardless of all opposition — which thus far,
at least, has never transcended the rumor
category.
Chaplin attaches professed themselves
to be

in complete ignorance of connotations in connection with the report from
England, particularly that the rumored
closing of the British market to the vehicle had caused him to abandon the
project.
The picture will be placed in production,
according to spokesmen, within four to six
weeks. Chaplin is currently in Pebble
Beach, working over the script, which calls
for him to play a dual role and to talk
on the screen for the first time.

BEN

HECHT

following

an

TOM
first

COLEY,

LEONARD
LEE
Miranda starrer.

out-of-court

in a re-make

of “Les Aviateurs,” a French comedy,
which he will place in production here
about July 1 with A. Edward Sutherland
directing. Before this chore, however, Laurel and Hardy will make a four-reel comedy for Roach as one of four which the
producer had planned for United Artists
release before the team split up.
who

replaced

Laurel

to

BUYS

“Midnight
Rider,” by Dick
Bare,
Burr’s Atlas Pictures. It is a western.
— Larry Dannmir

to

“Criminal at Large,” by Eric Taylor, to
Darmour
as a starring vehicle for Jack
Harvey Gates will script.
— Metro
“The Mortal Storm,”
Phyllis Bottome.

a

novel

of

Nazi

C.

C.

Larry
Holt.

by

Mistake,”

by

Hal

Hudson

of

a

Prison

by

Doctor,”

Martin

“Queen Takes Queen,” by
mond Griffith will produce.
“Breach
Ligeti and

of Discipline,” a
Arthur Schaffer.

con-

as

his

to “Madame
Mystery,” an Isa
George Fitzmaurice will direct.

MICHAEL
HOGAN
cox production which

Work,”

Charlie

to “Dawn,” a Herbert
will star Anna Neagle.

JOHN
TWIST
completes “Men
Sky.”
Robert Sisk will produce.
— Republic

Wil-

Against

the

EARL
FELTON
to “Calling All Marines.”
KAREN
DeWOLFE
to an untitled story for
“Forgotten
to

“Stand

Girls,”

Up

HAROLD
BUCHMAN
to
Goldsmith production which

Rex
play

Y.

and

her

own

Sing.”

Grapewin

“Old
Grad,”
Harold Young

and

Anita

Louise

MASON

and

VICTOR

Ken
will
have

HEERMAN

Across the Bay,” an original
Joan Bennett will be starred.

CHARLES
PERRY
to “Bridge of
SCOTT
LITTLETON
and JOHN
“Good

Men

and

by

Myles

Sighs.”
KRAFT

to

True.”

JAMES
HILTON
to “Career Man.”
DON
RYAN
to “The Fighting Heart;” ANTHONY COLDEWAY to “Williamsburg.”
EARL
SNELL
to “Torchy’s Invitation to a
Murder,” one of the “Torchy Blane” series.

150 Expected at Spring
Convention of SMPE
Scheduled as a five-day session, the annual spring convention of the Society of
Motion Picture Engineers gets underway
here next week at the Hollywood Roosevelt

chairman of the apparatus exhibit. Showing will include a super-portable recording channel and cardioid directional
microphone; a new type preview Movieola;

type projector sound heads with
attachments by International
Co.

Mooney.
Taylor.
by

Latest improved equipment being introduced by manufacturers will be displayed
under the supervision of Dr. J. G. Frayne,

Louis

col-

push-pull
Projector

Nathan Golden, head of the motion picture division of the United States department of commerce, has arrived from
Washington, D. C., to attend the conclave.

casting spot, replacing Charles
who resigned after three years

Richards,
with S-I.

Roach

has

signed

Earl

Rettig

as

studio casting chief, succeeding Joe Collum, who has resigned. Rettig was formerly an assistant caster on the lot and
had functioned as unit business manager
on “Captain Fury.”
Replacing Russell

Coller, Kenny

Morgan

has moved into Republic’s casting department. Coller checked out when his contract was not renewed.
Hermes Pan, RKO Radio dance director
for the past seven years, will leave the
studio when he has completed routines
for the Ginger Rogers starrer, “Little
Mother,” now before the cameras.
Metro also flashed the ax briefly in its
studio publicity department, with the result that Guy Fowler, a member of the
staff, and two stenographers have been
laid off.

McCausland Signed as
" U " Business Manager
Harry

Edington has signed A. H. McCausland as business manager for his Universal production unit. McCausland, who
represented Irving Trust Co. in the RKO
Radio bankruptcy proceedings, will arrive
here within two weeks from New York.

"Chan"

Quartet

The four “Charlie Chan” pictures which
Sol Wurtzel will contribute to the 20th
Century-Fox lineup for 1939-40 will include “Charlie Chan at Treasure Island,”
“Charlie Chan in the City of Darkness,”
“Charlie Chan on the 20th Century Express” and “Charlie Chan at the Mardi
Gras.” Sidney Toler will have the title
role in the quartet.

"Tillie" to Republic

Ray-

Elisabeth

“Air Crazy,” by Martin Mooney, who
is
the screen play in collaboration with Alex
lieb.

Fred Schuessler, who resigned as a
Paramount unit casting director, moves
over to Selznick International in the chief

the

W anger

SARAH

After ten years at the studio, Frank
Davis will leave M-G-M
April 22, upon
expiration of his contract as associate producer. Also leaving is Brown Holmes,
writer, cutting the scripting roster to 80
in the shorts and feature departments —
lowest point for several years.

Hal

Family.”
BAUM
to

dir'ect.
the leads.Charley

Twentieth Century-Fox has signed William Anthony McGuire to a writer-producer contract, effective immediately. McGuire transfers from M-G-M after recently
winding up a long-term similar contract
there. His new affiliation cancels plans
whereby he was to return to legitimate
theatre activity on Broadway.

Schuessler’s place at Paramount was filled
by Bob Mayo, formerly caster for Columbia.

by

Ratoff to Meg

— Universal
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long-term
Cyclops”

Ken-

“Seven Million Dollars,” by Sinclair Lewis.
“Dark Command,”
by W. R. Burnett.
The Sax Rohmer
adventure-mystery story
lection to Republic.
“Gangs of Chicago,”
— 20th Century-Fox

“Dr.

and

— Republic
“Revelations
Berg.

signs

duarc and solarspot lamps by Mole-Richardson; sound reproducing equipment and
microphones by RCA; 16mm cameras and
projectors by Eastman Kodak; and new

Germany

— Paramount
“Opened
neth Earl.

in

Hotel, with more than 150 members coming in from the east for the gathering.

—Atlas

by

contract.

as

Hardy’s sidekick in one picture, returns
the Roach writing staff.

STORY

actor,
role

LEWIS
FOSTER
to “Home
Ruggles-Mary Boland comedy.
— RKO
Radio

to “House
Connolly.
—
Warner

Langdon,

stage

tract, with a leading
assignment.

Laurel-Hardy team, Roach arranged a
loanout whereby the pair will be borrowed
by Boris Morros.

Harry

writing

a

MARY
MCCARTHY
to “Irish Luck,” Frankie
Darro starrer; ADELE
BUFFINGTON
to “Land
of the Sky Blue Water;”
SCOTT
DARLING
to
“Mr. Wong
in Chinatown.”
— Paramount

— Walter

them

new

Cavalry,”

“Stronger Than
Desire.”
Robert
Montgomery
will be starred in the John Considine jr., production, which Leslie Fenton will direct.
— Monogram

the comedian returning to the Roach payroll to resume activity as half of the

will feature

“Seventh

ERNEST
PASCAL
to “The Bluebird,” a Shirley
Temple
starrer, from
the original by Maurice
Maeterlinck.
— Universal

settlement of Stan Laurel’s $700,000 breach
of contract suit against Hal Roach, with

Morros

given

to

MILDRED
TEMPLE
to “The
Unvanquished.”
Mervyn LeRoy will produce.
DAVID
HERTZ
and WILLIAM
LUDWIG
to

GORDON
KAHN
— 20th Century-Fox

to Borrow

Laurel and Hardy
Immediately

Goldwyn

ERNEST
HAYCOX
—
Metro
Gary
Cooper starrer.

“Biggins
VICKI
original.

Boris Morros

McGuire to Dual Pact ;
Other Studio Changes

SCRIPTERS

doing
Gott-

"Hearts"

Gregory Ratoff will direct “Deal in
Hearts” for Producer Raymond Griffith
at 20th Century-Fox.

Republic has acquired screen rights to
“Tillie the Toiler,” the comic strip by Russ
Westover, and will immediately launch a
nationwide search to find an actress for
the title role.
BOXOFFICE
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COASTAL ERA OF SUPER-GIVEAWAYS DAWNING
ANEW AS FWC ENDS NON-STIMULANT PERIOD
Chain Orders Resumption
In Subsequents Within
Ten Days as Test
Los Angeles — Effective within 10 days,
Fox West Coast has ordered a resumption
of major giveaways, including cash nights,
free automobiles and other items, over most
of the circuit districts — thus ending a period of almost eight months during which,
with a few exceptions, giveaways on a
major scale have not been resorted to in
FWC operations. Return of the business
stimulants thus far is being limited to the
subsequent-run houses and will be tried out
for a period of from two to three months
in an effort to determine whether the expected annual summer boxoffice slump can
be successfully combated.
The

stimulants will be strictly of a “giveaway” nature, according to announcement
of spokesmen for the chain, and will not
include so-called gambling games.
The announcement met with little comment on the part of the independent circuit and small theatre operators here, despite the fact that most of them cannot
hope

to compete on the major scale planned by FWC. Approximately 75 per cent
of the 300 independent houses in the territory regularly employ some form of boxoffice stimulant, ranging from Bank Nights
to free chinaware. The Jimmy Edwards
circuit, comprising some 18 houses scattered through Alhambra, South Pasadena,
Fullerton and other outlying cities, is the
only independent string which periodically offers free automobiles or other items of
ccmparable value, but Edwards pools the
efforts of from three to six of his houses
in one giveaway. The Gore Bros, circuit,
the Eastland Theatres and other smaller
chains employ business stimulants of a
more modest calibre.
Consequently, what reactions can be
gained among independent operators relevant to the FWC pronouncement indicate
that they do not intend taking any steps
to combat or to compete with the big
chain’s big-scale slump

stimulators.

Los Angeles — Even closer cooperation,
to their mutual benefit, was pledged by
independent exhibitors of this territory and
the Fox West Coast circuit at a “welcome
home” banquet tendered Charles P. Skouras, FWC president, by Southern California distributors and exhibitors upon the
occasion of Skouras’ return from a lengthy
trip abroad.

Glowing tribute to Skouras was paid by
various speakers, crediting him and the organization which he heads with being
largely instrumental in maintaining theatre admission prices to the level they cur-
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Los

Angeles — A

general

membership

membership

meeting

here

next

week

if it

so desires, or if it has any concrete objections to raise to the trade draft, but
that attendance of that chapter will not
be required. Although the San Diego
chapter has its own board of directors and

meeting of the Independent Theatre Owners of Southern California and Arizona
has been called for April 19, at which the
distributor-exhibitor trade practice code
will be submitted for ratification or rejection. This action follows a meeting of the
directorate last week at which the revised code was approved in substance,

meetings twice monthly, it is empowered to act only in matters pertaining
to the local exhibition scene.

with a few “minor exceptions.”
President A1 Galston and Robert Poole,
executive secretary, were to head to San
Diego, April 14, on one of their periodic

Poole also intends to urge strongly
upon the ITO membership the necessity
of cooperating to the utmost in the Will
Rogers Memorial campaign, which will be

visits to the ITO chapter which was established there some nine months ago —
and at which they were to outline the

launched in the nation’s theatres, April
20. To date only some 30 per cent of the
independent exhibitors in the southern
California-Arizona territory have pledged
support to Clayton Lynch, Metro branch
manager, who is supervising the drive here.

trade
Diego

pact

and its acceptance by the directorate. Poole explained that the San
membership may attend the general

rently enjoy, among the
community in America.

highest

of any

Skouras, declaring he had made a study
of the subject while in England, predicted
that television, when it becomes commercially practical in this country, should
prove no worry to exhibitors as, in his
opinion, it will emerge as an adjunct and
outgrowth of motion picture exhibition
and will be handled through the theatres.
Dr. A. H. Giannini, financier and film
figure, served as master of ceremonies at
the dinner, with George Smith, western
district manager for Paramount, as chairman. Other speakers included A1 Galston,
president of the Independent Theatre
Owners — who pledged more accomplishments in bringing about better independent-circuit relationships — and Jack Brower,
Warner exchange manager.
Some

300 exhibitors
tended the banquet.

and

distributors

at-

holds

Leitwich Ousts Seven
FTP Heads ; New Plan
Los Angeles — Embarking on a pay-asyou-work basis policy, Alexander Leftwich,
new southern California director for the
Federal Theatre Project, has served notice
of dismissal on seven FTP supervisors in
the

local unit. Leftwich, who was appointed recently by Mrs. Hallie Flanagan,

national FTP director, explained his drastic move by declaring it is part of his
policy to eliminate from the payrolls any
personnel not actively engaged in producing a play. Hereafter, Leftwich said,
workers will be engaged only to produce a
play and will be dismissed when
chore is completed.
The ousted officials, including

Two and Reopen
in Oakland

Oakland — Two local theatres are being
remodeled and one is being reopened after
being closed for some time.
Tire Parkway, a Golden State house, is
being completely remodeled and is now
being managed by Charles Hayman, formerly of San Jose. The State also is belobby.ing remodeled with a new marquee and
Reopening is the Granada, a Golden
State house, which was recently destroyed
by fire. The house will seat 1,000 and will
be managed by John Peters, a partner
manager. It will be open in 60 days.

their
Mary

Virginia Farmer, supervisor of the Southwest Theatre unit, immediately filed a
protest with Mrs. Flanagan in Washington.
Formed

Remodel
Granada

Independents in Welcome
To Charles P. Skouras
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ITO
to Study Trade Practice
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.
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COdfe Draft Oil April 1 9

to maintain

a

closer

relation-

ship between the FTP and the film industry, an advisory committee of screen notables has been organized, holding its first
meeting with Jean Hersholt as chairman.
The plan is to establish a better means of
cooperation between the federal project
and the motion picture world. Members
of the committee, in addition to Hersholt,
include Edward Arnold, Ralph Block, James
Cagney, Pat Casey, John Cromwell,
Dunne, Bryan Foy, Helen Gahagan,

Philip
Lucile

Gleason, Gene Lockhart, Kenneth Macgowan, Gloria Stuart, Harlan Thompson,
Linton Smith and Geraldine Beckwith.

Boomer

Takes

Over

San

Francisco — Roy Boomer has arrived here to take charge of the western
division for Motiograph.

W
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Gruwell-Wilcox Seating
Creditors Take Action

$ IE A Y T 111 IE
^HIS state of Washington is celebrating
its golden jubilee this year and a special celebration will be held July 20 to 22
in Tacoma. Stephen Chadwick of Seattle,
national commander of the American
Legion has been named chairman of the
home coming committee and he has just
received word that Bing Crosby, former
Spokane boy, has accepted a position on
the committee and will attend the Tacoma
civic celebration planned for July 21. Another film star scheduled to make a personal appearance in the Northwest is
Jeanette MacDonald who makes her first
Seattle bow at the Music Hall on May 4.
Visiting in tow?i is Bill McCurdy who
has been busy dating in road shows at the
Metropolitan . . . In town also is Leo Pillot, representative of Radio Pictures. Leo
is here to handle auditions of the new
series of the “Gateway to Hollywood”
radio program staged by Jesse Lasky. Auditions will be held on April 17-18. Eddie
Lamb, local head of Radio Pictures is
helping Pillot get his bearings here.
Speaking
young
from

of screen

tests, Robert

Prins,

University of Washington sophomore, received word a couple of days ago
Warner that his screen test taken

last month
contract.

has brought

him

a seven-year

while Vic Gauntlett, publicity chief for
Washington and Mose Mesher the Oregon
exploiteer lend their valuable aid to all
striving for the cash prizes.
Dad Abbott of the Dream Theatre in
Sedro-W oolley is off for a trip by auto
to New York where he will visit his daughter who is hostess at the Washington
Building in the World’s Fair. His grandson accompanied him . . . And still another
trip to the hospital for Mrs. Al “Rose”
Bloom. This time she has a fractured hip
sustained when
town cafe. Mrs.

she slipped in a downBloom is the mother of

Roy Cooper of the Golden
in San Francisco.

It’s a daughter for the George Borden
jr’s. in Blaine. George operates a couple
of theatres in this U. S. -Canadian border
town . . . The opening of the new Liberty
Theatre in Walla Walla by Frederick
Mercy
Walla

sr. brought out a big crowd, including Gov. Clarence D. Martin. The
Walla morning paper broke with a

three column cut on the front page showing the governor with Senior, Junior, and
Edgar Mercy. Among the caravan from
Seattle was L. J. McGinley, Al Goldstein,
Jim Hone, Morrie Segel, Eddie Walton,
Higgins, Jimmy O’Neal, Jack Flannery, Bill Shartin, Glen Haviland from
Spokane; Jimmy Beal from Portland; Neal
Walton, Leroy V. Johnson, general manager
for Jensen-von Herberg theatres in Seattle, and Judge J. Bounds.

Other officials of the circuit included
Arch Bartholet, division manager; Harry
(Continued

L. J. McGinley and among the principal
speakers were John Hamrick, John Dam,

excitement

this

week

around

the Fox-Evergreen Theatre headquarters.
The cause was the arrival of Arch Bowles
of San Francisco who is acting as field
marshall for the Spyros Skouras showmanship drive. Bowles called a meeting
of all theatre managers in the Fox chain
of houses in the Northwest. Gathering was
held in the Olympic Hotel and was attended by the eight local managers, and
all heads of the Northwest division. Outof-town men
attending included, Al
Finklestein, Oregon division head with
his clan, consisting of Herb Sobottka, Roy
Brown, Mose Mesher, Ron Harrington,
Ray Grombacher, Mike Newman, Kenny
Hughes, Orville Reynolds, Jimmy Carey of
Vancouver, Wash., and Jimmy O’Connell
of Eugene, Ore.; Joe Rosenfeld, city manager in Spokane brought along Russell
Brown, Oscar Nyberg, Ernie Rose, Willard
Coughlan. while from Bellingham came
Al Baker and Bob' Monahan. Everett
sent along Billy Hartford, city manager,
and Jimmy Andrus his assistant, while
Bremerton and Wenatchee sent along
Lynn Peterson and Morrie Nimmer respectively. Frank Newman sr., president
of the Northwest for Evergreen, John
Hamrick, head of the Hamrick-Evergreen
division and Al Rosenberg, division head
for the state of Washington will keep
close tab on the drive among their groups,
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BENEFIT
program at the Centre
Theatre, starting just before midnight,
to aid the Shriners’ Hospital for crippled
children, was scheduled Friday. El Kalsh
temple’s

uniformed bodies, the patrol captained by J. A. Johnston and the band

directed

by Leopold A. Yost, were to entertain with a drill and a concert before

the feature, “Three Smart Girls Grow
Up,” was shown. Harry David, vice-president and general manager of Intermountain Theatres, Inc., the theatre host, is
donating the entire receipts to the hospital
treasury.
nated.
The

The

Downey

film

and

Theatre

services

are

of Downey,

doIda.,

which

formerly was operated by Ashbourne Johnson, has been sold to Dauterman and Butters of Green River, Wyo.,
who also operate the Isis Theatre at Green
River. They have just signed for the entire 1938-39 United Artists output. Sales
Manager R. J. Cadman of the UA office is
back from a swing through Idaho. Walter
Millar, UA sales representative,
ing in his new Hudson car.

date, either to show cause why the petition for bankruptcy should not be allowed
or to take some steps toward settling creditors’ claims. Manufacturing seats for theatres and auditoriums, Gruwell-Wilcox
has been in business for some years, concentrating its distribution largely on the
west coast. It maintains no offices locally,
the

factory being situated in Hynes, industrial suburb. Ted Gruwell, son of the
president, and B. M. Buchanan are the
local sales representatives.

Start 300-Car Drive-In
At San Bernardino
San Bernardino — A new drive-in theatre, with a capacity of 300 cars, has been
placed in construction by M. A. Rogers
and Tom Burgess. It will open in about
six weeks with an admission price of 25
cents.

One

to Swan

Circuit

Los

Angeles — McKinney’s Regent Theatre, on South Vermont Ave., has been
purchased by Swan Theatres, Inc., from
I. A. McKinney. The Swan circuit operates
the Temple and Vermont theatres.

LAKE

SALT

J . von Herberg, Fred “Senior” Mercy, Al
Rosenberg, Guy Navarre and many others.
of

theatres

Pete

Landon “Butch” Wingham, who has
been transferred from the local office to
the San Francisco branch of Metro, was
honor guest at a dinner and party held
in the quarters of the Northwest Film Club
and attended by most everyone in the
business in the Northwest. A big group
came from Portland. The toastmaster was

Lots

State

Los Angeles — Hearing in federal court
has been scheduled for April 12 on a petition filed by creditors of the GruwellWilcox Seating Co. asking that the company be thrown into bankruptcy. Neither
the identity of the creditors nor the amount
of money involved was revealed.
President B. M. Gruwell and other officers have been served with subpoenas
under which they must answer on that

is travel-

The new Madison Theatre at Ennis,
Mont., opened recently with J. P. Erie in
charge. This house was entirely equipped
by the local branch of the National Theatre Supply Co., with Lee Scott as branch

manager . . . The employes of the Republic
exchange are receiving nice bonus checks
for the quarter that ended April 1. J. T.
Sheffield spent the forepart of the week
here before leaving for Denver.
Manager F. H. Smith of the local Paramount branch is working in Idaho and
Montana, according to Booker H. Smith.
This office is currently in ninth place in
the big drive and has high hopes of coming in first . . . Tanned to a rich cocoabrown, Gary Cooper, the lanky screen star
and his wife paused briefly here and in
Ogden, Utah, on their return to Hollywood from a sojourn at Sun Valley, Ida.
“Real Glory,” a Philippine Island story, is
Cooper’s next picture and perhaps one of
the reasons for the deep tan.
Nearly 30 Salt Lake Tribune-Telegram
editorial employes took examinations last
week for federal radio-telephone operators’
licenses, third class, which will permit
them to handle short-wave radio equipment in news gathering. The Salt Lake
papers recently became the first in the
U. S. to be granted a license by the federal communications commission for ultra
short-wave relay press radio broadcasting
. . . Andy Murdock of the Ideal Theatre
at Heber City, returned recently from a
pleasure

trip to California.
BOXOFFICE
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Only 30 Per Cent Pledge
Will Rogers Fund Aid
jyjURRAY ROSS, formerly
the Republic exchange

a salesman in
at Salt Lake

City, was a Filmrow visitor . . . Seth Perkins, of the San-Val Drive-In, Burbank, is
laid up at home with a broken leg. He fell
down the steps at his home . . . Fred Standiford, the E-Z Keno giveaway man, got
trimmed in a pool game by Ted Gruwell
. . . Alex Mounce, former owner of the
Victoria Theatre, paid a visit to Chet Black,
operator of the Pico Drive-In . . . Jules
Wolf came in to do some booking for his
Washington Theatre.
Accompanied
western
general

by Charles

Koerner,

new

district manager, J. J. O'Connor,
manager of RKO
Theatres, has

arrived

for a week’s stay. Koerner replaces Jack Gross, who resigned to become ail assistant to Cliff Work at Universal studios . . . Jimmy Sommerville, Universal shipping clerk, seriously burned his
arm when the radiator on his car exploded while he was attempting to put water
in it.
Charles Ferry came in from his Granada
Theatre, Alhambra, to do some booking
. . . Likewise Nick Diamos, of the Lyric
Amusement Co., Tucson, Ariz.; Bud Gore,
Lido;
San
Palms.

Harold Glass, Gordon; Harvey Levinson, Cozy; J. E. Poynter, San Clemente,
Clemente; Sam
Katzman, Palms,

atre, Needles; Don Knapp, Rialto, San
Bernardino ; Ben Haywood, Diana, San
Diego; J. W. Bace, Roxy Theatre, Ford
City; J. F. Rennie, Rennie’s Theatre,
San Fernando; Fred Conway, Rialto,
Bakersfield; C. A. Ferry, Granada, Alhambra . . . Harry Holland, Bishop Theatre,
Bishop; Grover Smith, Cosmo and Roxy
theatres, Glendale; Bernard Leavitt, Granada, La Jolla; Charles Stillwell, Grizzly,
Big Bear.
Wayne Ball, new manager of the Columbia exchange, trained in from Denver
to assume his duties . . . Sympathies are
being extended to Glenn Harper following
the death of Mrs. Harper after a long illness. She was 45 years old. Harper, who
operates the Corona Theatre in Corona,
and three sons survive ... To embark on
a series of meetings in connection with
the National Theatres Spyros Skouras
showmanship drive, now underway, Arch
M. Bowles, northern California district
manager for Fox West Coast, checked in
at FWC headquarters here . . . Les Theuerkauf. Universal salesman in Seattle, is in
on his vacation.

William Zimmerman came in to do some
booking for his Lynwood Theatre in Lynivood . . . Also C. A. Simons, Needles The-
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250 possible situations, Lynch reports, only 75 have turned in pledges.
Lynch informed the drive leaders in New
York of the situation, they in turn wiring
each exchange manager here to extend
Lynch

further and more concrete cooperation. Under the campaign setup. Lynch
supervises, with each exchange allocated
a certain portion of the territory to cover.

Six FWC Theatres Now
Have Admission Cuts
Los Angeles — Two

more

Fox

West

Coast

houses have been dropped to 15-cents
admission prices under orders from Charles
Skouras, circuit president, who recently okayed a slash to the 15-cent scale
on four theatres in the Hollywood area.
Latest to be given the drop are the Mesa,
in the southwest part of the city, which

Other

FWC

houses

now

operating

cents include the Melrose,
mount and Apollo.

Embassy,

at 15
Para-

GUIDE FOR THE EXHIBITOR

-

LOS ANGELES
AND

AIR CONDITIONING

SUPPLIES

Carabin
Breck Photoplay Supply Company
A

Complete

Line of Theatre

Supplies

Equipment

1969 So. Vermont
B. F. SHEARER

Francisco . . . Metro screened “The
From Texas” and “Broadway Serenade” for office workers at the exchange
. . . Easter week at Balboa, which found
the beach resort overflowing with high
school and college students on vacation,
was a disastrous one for H. J. Seiler and
his Ritz Theatre. Seiler reported he was
forced to hire a night watchman to protect the house from marauders and, furthermore, played to empty seats.

Of

DIRECTORY

^ A HANDY

EQUIPMENT

San
Kid

Story

TRADE

Charles Gore, son of Mike Gore of the
Gore Bros, circuit, has returned from New

A1 J. O’Keefe, Universal’s western division manager, has returned from a trip to

conducted for a week in the nation’s theatres, according to C. T. Lynch, Metro exchange manager, who is in charge of the
campaign in this area.

had been operating on a 35-cent scale,
and the Rivoli, dark for several months,
which reopens April 16 at 15 cents.

Hollywood — “Tire Bluebird,” which
20th-Fox has set as a Shirley Temple
starrer, will be scripted by Ernest Pascal.

William Nagle, of the El Morro Theatre
in Gallup, New Mex., came in on one of
his thrice-yearly booking expeditions . . .
Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Allen, who operate the
Paramount Theatre in Glenwood Springs,
Colo., have returned home after spending
the winter here . . . Mr. and Mrs. A. C.
Gordon, operators of the Rialto and Boise
in Boise, Ida., and the Weiser in Weiser,
same state, dropped in en route to New
Orleans and New York.

York after nearly a year’s absence . . .
Add visitors: Leo Hamacher, Victor Theatres, San Diego; Phil Pecharich, Ritz, Jerome, Ariz.; Frank Plumley, booker for the
Louis Long circuit of Safford, Ariz.; Mrs.
Frank Ullman, in from El Centro.

Angeles — With the national campaign scheduled to start April 20, only 30
per cent of the exhibitors in the Southern
California territory have pledged support
to the Will Rogers Memorial drive to be

P.
Booking: Lou Metzger, Spreckels Theatre, San Diego; Earl Strebe, from Palm
Springs; Judge LeRoy Pawley, Desert
Theatre, Indio.

Adapts Temple
Jack Y. Berman, of the Eastland Theatres, ran out of the money when he took
a flier into politics. Berman ran for city
council m the ninth district, but the final
tally placed him third.

Los

and

RE. 3151

COMPANY

“Theatre Equipment Specialists’’
Heywood-Wakefield Seats
Wagner Silhouette Letters
Motiograph Projectors
1968 So. Vermont

THEATRE

RO.

1145

— Over

30 Theatres

EXPLOITATION
Now

Los Angeles

in 1937 —

PICTURES

Booking

CHARLES DICKENS'
"THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP”
starring
"THE FORBIDDEN TERRITORY”
Gregory Ratoff
Binnie Barnes
starring
"THE SECRET OF STAMBOUL”
Valerie Hobson

DECORATORS

starring
"THE Edgar
CRIMSON
CIRCLE"
Wallace's
Noah Berry

SMYTHE & SONS
Decorators

1914 So. Vermont

Engineers'

1914 So. Vermont

Specialists in Theatre Decoration
NAT

Engineering Company

"Air Conditioning

RE. 3578

Wm.

G. Smith's Jewel Productions

1912 So. Vermont

RO. 2205
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SEATTLE
(Continued

FISHER’S “Folies Bergere,”
QLIFFORD
now showing at the Golden Gate International Exposition, has broken all
records for the California Auditorium,
which has hosted Eddie Cantor and many
other importants . . . Seen along the Row:
Ralph Marks of the Acme paying one of
his semi-annual trips to the exchanges;
George Smith of Willets; Gerald Hardy
of Fresno; Ivan Harvey of Port Chicago;
Ed Coffey of Colusa; Arron Wagner of
the Escolon in Escolon; Larry Killings worth of Healdsburg: A. Court of the
Court in Livingston; Bill Tam of Jackson;
Arthur Fukuda of Hanford; Art Leano;
Herb Harris of Stockton; B. De Rosa of
Concord; Tony Bou of the Rex in Fresno;
A. Stefani and wife of Isleton.
Cary Grant in town giving the models
a break posing for publicity stills at the
fair. And no beefs from the boss . . . Max
Morris of Western Poster returned from a
well-earned vacation at Murrietta Springs
. . . Father Sliny, formerly army chaplain
at Alcatraz, visiting old friends along the
Row. He has been transferred to Fort
Bliss, Tex.
H. A. Barski, former owner of the York
in Los Angeles, in town looking for a new
location . . . George Paige, formerly of
Hanford and Lorrence, also looking for
suitable site for a new house.
“Tally Ho !’’ to Bea Easton, secretary to
G. C. Parsons, Republic's western division
manager, and D. J. McNerney, manager of
the. United Artists Theatre here, on their

from

page 66-B)

Gillespie, publicity head; Sid Turner, general business manager; Gilbert Lane, auditor; Al Franks, chief artist; Leonard
Hines, chief projectionist and the following managers of Mercy houses: Corwin
Baldwin, Sunnyside; Joe Kendall, Ellensburg; Donald Visger, Pasco; Theo Kister,
of Lewiston, manager of the Northwest
Theatre Co., and Guy Hill who has been
a projectionist with the Mercy’s for the
past quarter of a century . . . Roy Peacock, George Blair, and
Young were also among
opening.

Whitney “Cy”
those at the

Hector M. Pasmezoglu, of National
Screen Accessories, Los Angeles, spent a
few days here with Jack Flannery, local
top man . . . Lew Amacher, manager for
Metro in Portland; Bill Ripley, theatre
owner of Longview; Ted Gamble, head of
the J. J. Parker theatres in Portland, and
Joe Warren of the Portland Metro sales
staff, all in for the Butch Wingham dinner . . . Jean Spear, Hap Frederick, and
Jimmy Brooks back from the Fox sales
convention, while their boss Herndon Edmond has gone on for a visit to Washington, D. C., and a conference in New York.

Snook

Back

East

San Francisco — Homer B. Snook, manager of RCA Photophone reproducer sales,
has left here for Camden following a
business tour that also took him to Salt
Lake
wood.

City, Seattle,

Portland

and

Holly-

speedy recoveries from the flu . . . “Happy
Birthday” greetings to Arthur Gitzel, Republic auditor, on young master Gitzel’s
fifth birthday.

Los Angeles — Tire Arrow Theatre, dark
for some time, has been purchased from
Henry Heber by Frank Fouce and will be
reopened immediately as a Spanish-language house on a 15-cent admission scale.
Fouce also operates the California and
both

using

Spanish-

Gruneuer Starts 900-Seat
Theatre at Inglewood
Inglewood, Cal. — To be opened in about
60 days, construction has started on a new
900-seat

house,

being

built by R. B. Gru-

neuer’s

Southside Theatre Co., which operates the Balboa, Manchester and Mayfair in Los Angeles.

Solomon

to Philly

Los Angeles — Marty Solomon, Columbia city salesman, has been transferred to
the Philadelphia branch. He was speeded
on his way at a farewell dinner given for
him by Jerry Safron, western division
manager, and members of the staff.

Signs Vicki Baum
Hollywood — Republic
Baum to adapt
original.

66-D

“Forgotten

has

signed

protested by inter-racial organizations on
the ground it might tend to incite racial
prejudice. Allen was charged specifically
with violating an ordinance which prohibits showing of any motion pictures
“which tend to reflect upon any race, or
incite race hatred or tend to stir up or
engender race prejudice, or are calculated
to disturb the public peace.” According to
Attorneys Emmett Thurmon and William
O. Perry, representing Allan, the New York
Civil Liberties League has notified them
of their intention to enter the case, which
no doubt means it will be carried to the
highest court possible should Allan lose
in the scheduled police court trial.
More than 100 of the friends of Wayne
Ball were at the farewell luncheon given
him at the Cosmopolitan Hotel. Wayne
has been promoted to the managership
of the Los Angeles Columbia exchange,
after seven years on the same job in Denver. Rick Ricketson acted as toastmaster,
and the boys presented Mr. and Mrs. Ball
with appropriate gifts.
Everett Cole, theatre owner, again was
elected mayor of Alamosa, Colo. . . .
Frank Milton, for years owner of the
Rivoli Theatre, has been named manager
of the Santa Fe Theatre, succeeding George
Sandstrom, resigned.
Two films are being held over, two are
being moved, and one which ran recently
in first-run houses is being brought back.
The

Fouce to Reopen Arrow
With Spanish Films

Roosevelt theatres,
language bookings.

^HE trial of Robert Allan, owner of the
Jewel Theatre, on a charge of violating a city ordinance in showing the film,
“Birth of a Nation,” has been postponed
until next week. Showing of the film was

Vicki

Girls,” her own

gARRETT
KIESLING of M-G-M
is in
town along with Bill Parker. They’re
both here from Seattle. Kiesling is on a
tour around the country . . . Ted Gamble
is sporting a sprained ankle reportedly
suffered when he fell from a walk while
playing golf at the Portland golf club . . .
Charlie Powers of 20th-Fox is back from
his convention.

Denham is holding “Pm From Missouri,” the Orpheum is holding “The Story

of Vernon and Irene Castle,” “The Little
Princess” moves from the Denver to the
Aladdin, “You Can’t Cheat an Honest
Man” moves from the Aladdin to the
Rialto, having already played a week at
the Denver, and “Pygmalion” has been
brought back to the Broadway for a repeat
engagement. This film already has shown
way.
a week at each the Orpheum and Broad-

Joe Bradt appeared before the city council attempting to get a short cut through
Portland’s eastside and a direct route to
his theatre, the Bagdad, but he was turned
down . . . Mr. and Mrs. Milton Odem of
Redmond were visitors on the Row during
the week ... So were Kenneth Percy of
Princeville and L. E. Bowen of Castle Rock.
Tom Shearer is out of town on business
. . . Sammy Siegel came from Seattle for
“Wuthering Heights” . . . Seen on the Row
were Mrs. E. A. Hartman of Estacada;
Claud Smith, Tillamook; Dick Fisk, Bandon; George Gould, Dallas; Don Meyers,
La Grande, and Edgar Mercy of Camas
. . . Mose Mesher tied up in a conference
with Al Finkelstein and other local Hamrick-Evergreen heads.
Johnny Harvey, R. O.
Blake and J. S. Hommell

FWC Appoints C. M. Thall
To San Francisco Post
Los
Fox

Angeles — Fox West Coast has appointed Charles M. Thall manager of the
Warfield, San Francisco, to replace

Sam

Pechner, who died recently. Another appointment is that of Philip Walls
to the Rex, Bakersfield. The house has
just been taken over by FWC.

Sloat Converting

Store

Into 750-Seat House

Wilson, Foster
are all set for

Los Angeles — A store building in the
Leimert Park section is being remodeled

Universal’s get-together in San Francisco.
Wilson expects to drive down . . . Walt
Finney at the Mayfair having his hands

by Joe Sloat for conversion into a 750seat house. No opening date has been set.
Sloat, who owns the Maynard Theatre,

full with
cast.

will operate his new
mission scale.

Ethel

Barrymore’s

“Whiteoaks”

house

BOXOFFICE
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SENTIMENT STRONG IN CHICAGO TO ABOLISH
ALL GIVEAWAYS, WHICH ARE "OUT OF HAND"
boxoffice is Asked to
Sound Out Trade on

Approach

Common

By
Chicago — A

GENE

RICH

movement

here

to “sound out some of the other boys about
getting together on common ground and
premiums

and

other

give-

aways.”
The premium situation has got out of
hand in several neighborhoods in Chicago.
Several are offering “six-for-one” plans;
others three cups and saucers a night;
some give every woman patron two large
plates.
“In the beginning it was all right,” says
one independent. “The smaller theatres,
which didn’t have their pick of doublefeature combinations as did the large ‘A’
and ‘B’ week houses of the circuits, had
to do something to get patrons into the
theatre. But now that every neighborhood
theatre is trying to outdo the other with
two, three and more dishes given away at
night, it has got so the patrons don’t even
look to see what pictures are playing. Instead they ask the girl: ‘How many
are you giving away tonight’.”
For “Real Showmanship”

dishes

“It’s time that we got back to the good
old days of real, honest-to-goodness
showmanship,” thinks Jack Kirsch, president of Allied Theatres of Illinois. “All I
ask is that the big fellows sit down with
us at a conference table and discuss these
things. We can’t give up premiums alone
unless we work out a workable agreement
with everyone. I repeat that we are willing to give up, not only premiums, but also
double features, and go back to the days
when one feature and a few good shorts,
together with a newsreel, brought in more
satisfied customers than we ever see today.”
“There’s no doubt but what the elimination of premiums — provided all live up to
their promise — would be good for the inTheatres.
Ludwig
Theatre,

dustry,” says Edwin
Sussman,

Silverman
owner

of Essaness

of the Adelphi

who repeatedly has offered outstandingly different premiums and novel-

ties, insists the “industry would be better
off without them.” Says Sussman: “I
know we have educated the public now to
premiums. But if we got together and
eliminated them, they couldn’t squawk because they would be out everywhere. But,
we should go even further and get back to
one feature, selected shorts and that’s all.”
Meanwhile, Sussman is eliminating
BOXOFFICE

::

April

15, 1939

Construction
in
t
m

Louis

St

Around

St. Louis — A breakdown
to abolish

all forms of giveaways, which are “out of
hand” and to “get back to show business,”
is now in the talking stage, with many requests made to this Boxoffice writer by
exhibitors, both circuit and independent,

eliminating

Bright
n

of current

and

planned theatre construction and remodeling in eastern Missouri and southern Illinois for the second quarter of the year,
reflects a bright picture.
The breakdown:
S. ILLINOIS

Beardstown — S. E. Pertle is enlarging
the Gem here to provide room for 160
more
and

seats. Other improvements will include a new lobby display, ticket booth
furnishings.

Carmi

—

Excavations

and

footings

are

Picture

Territory
completed on the 750-seater Frank Barnes
is building here. Barnes now operates the
Strand locally.
Edwardsville — Completely remodeled
from the old Oh-Gee Theatre here, the
Lux is slated to reopen early in May under
the management of Virgil Merritt of Taylorville. 111., and Tony Serra, formerly of
Springfield. The Lux wil seat 600.
Fairfield — Construction is underway on
a 430-seat house here for Harry L. Pitner, who also is interested locally in the
Strand.
Greenville — Frisina

dishes

entirely

at the

Adelphi.

He

has

given patrons four weeks’ notice, during
which time on his weekly dishnights —
Wednesdays and Thursdays — he gives
them the added opportunity of buying
extra admission tickets and receiving extra dishes to fill out uncompleted sets. For
the extra tickets they buy, they are given
passes good for use to the Adelphi up to
October 1.

money without them.”
duals should go too.

He

added

These are typical of many
who have come to Boxoffice
suggestion to “write
tors together and
We’re

that

exhibitors
with the

a story to get exhibieliminate premiums.

sure the average exhibitor in Chicago today would like to get back to show

Co.

is

Mount Carmel — Destroyed by fire several weeks ago, the American will be rebuilt by Theodore Coleman, who also operates the Uptown here.
Pana — A
$75,000 theatre property to
seat 1,000 will be built here by Harry
Tanner, operator of the local Palace.

Elmer Balban of H&E Balaban Theatres
is another who is in favor of eliminating
all premiums. “Of course we are using
them,” says Balaban, “but we are doing
so because the other fellow is too. If we
knew the others would stop it, so would
we, and we would be glad to. and I believe
in the long run exhibitors would make

Amusement

hoping for a mid-May opening of the new
Bond, a new 600-seater the circuit is
building here.

E. MISSOURI

Belle

—

The

chamber

of commerce

planning a new theatre here
tween 250 and 300 persons.
Bloomfield— G . W.

Gordon

is

to seat beis converting

a store building into a 400-seat theatre.
Dexter — Charles Weeks, operating the
Weeks
seater.

here,

is considering

a

new

600-

Richmond Heights — A
2,000-seat deluxer will go up on Claydon Road near
Big Bend Blvd. in this St. Louis suburb.
Information is lacking on the operators.
St. Louis — Tommy

James,

operating

the

Strand

and Douglas theatres here, is expected to award contracts soon on the
1,000-seater he is planning on Sarah St.
and Finney Ave.

business.”

What Happens to
The Leftovers

St. Louis — Harry

Chicago — What
does the theatre
owner do with leftover dishes, plaques,
etc., from
The

premium

answer

can

to the Essaness
put
on

a

deals?
be

Vic

merchandise

giveaway
Patrons

found

Theatre,
table

a

visit

which

on

has

in its lobby

nights.

entering

the

theatre

after

receiving their dish, find a large table
filled with leftover ash trays, wall
plaques,

and

other

novelties

the

Vic

has given away in the past. These are
offered to the patrons at 10 cents each,
with

their choice

of any

on

the table.

Brinkop,

president

of

the company behind the $7,000,000 Hampton Village project in the southwestern
part of the city, reports at least one 2,000seat theatre will be included in the building project.
St. Louis — Fanchon & Marco is remodeling the Union here and will follow up with
a renovation program on the Mikado.
Harry C. Arthur jr., F&M head, says an
extensive remodeling program of houses
under the St. Louis Amusement banner
will be undertaken soon, with
loted for the work.
St. Louis — The

Finney

$200,000

Theatre

al-

Corp.,

an F&M affiliate, will build a $250,000 deluxer at Finney and Pendleton Aves. The
house will cater to the Negro trade.

C
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To Ask Continuance
In Extortion Case
St. Louis — A continuance

in the extor-

tion case against John P. Nick, vice-president of the IATSE and State Representative Edward M. (Putty Nose) Brady will
be asked when it is called up for trial before Circuit Judge Robert L. Aronson
April 17, on the grounds that Brady, as a
member of the Missouri general assembly
now in session at Jefferson City, cannot be
in court at that time.
A

Missouri statute provides a continuance is mandatory while a member of

either

the Missouri house of representatives or the senate is attending a session
of the legislature if he is a principal or an
attorney in the litigation.
Since Nick and Brady are jointly accused and the defense has asked for no
severance, a continuance for Brady would
also apply to Nick and since present indications are the Missouri legislature will be
in session until late summer, it now appears the trial of the extortion case will
not take place until some time next fall.
In this particualr case, Nick and Brady
are accused of extortion in connection with

^^TLLIAM V. MACK, former GB district
manager in the midwest, has filled the
vacancy on the local sales staff of National
Screen Service. He will be city salesman.

gifts dinner meeting of the Jewish Welfare
Fund Campaign April 16 at the Jefferson Hotel here. The local drive opens
May l and continues for two weeks.

Noah Beery was here to confer with his
manager, Charles Myers, who has been in
town for several weeks.

Julien Bryan presented
Germany” at the Municipal

The

air races and show

The annual police circus opened in the
Arena April 14. Proceeds of the show,
which will run for two weeks, will go to the
Police Relief Ass’n. Fanchon & Marco
furnishing acts for the affair.
The

Voice

of Labor,

is no
tion.

longer

Paul
on Jan.
showed

Muni

connected

the publicathe

special

1, 1939, although actual evidence
assets of only approximately

St. Louis — Circuit Judge Ernest Oakley
has overruled the motion filed by three
intervenors in the ouster suit against John
P. Nick, International vice-president of
the IATSE; Clyde Weston, business agent
of Local No. 143 of the MPMO, and George
E. Browne, president of the IATSE, which
asked

Without

Authority"

St. Louis — A report filed by Robert
Roessel, counsel for 66 plaintiffs in the
ouster suit against John P. Nick, vicepresident of IATSE; Clyde Weston, business manager of Local 143 of the MPMO,
and George E. Browne, IATSE president,
in circuit court here charged that Nick
and Weston collected $33,550 as an official
assessment which was not approved by
the alliance.
Roessel filed the report and a brief in
support of the suit to oust Nick, Weston
and Browne from control of Local 143.
report stated an investigation

of the

union’s books, made under authority of the
court, showed a two per cent assessment
imposed by IA had been collected from
members of Local 143 for 194 weeks, averaging $275 a week. After 72 weeks the
alliance ordered the assessment stopped,
but Nick and Weston allegedly continued
to collect for an additional 122 weeks.
The

with

ivas to address

Intervenor Motion
Aside In Ouster

The

tabloid

P. H. Hitchcock, editor, says Nick, a principal figure in a labor ouster suit here,

received the $10,000 “pay-off” in a South
St. Louis bank from representatives of the
theatre owners after a demand for a drastic increase in wages for union projectionists had been side-tracked.

Union

a monthly

is

in which John P. Nick, IATSE vice-president, reportedly had a financial interest,
has been changed to the Labor Journal.

$109,000.

"Collected

for May

29, 30 and 31 at Lambert-St. Louis Field
have been called off because of the threatened war in Europe.

a $10,000 “defense” fund raised by local
theatre owners in 1936. Brady allegedly

It is probable Judge Aronson will be advised prior to Monday of the plans of the
defense so that he can change his docket
accordingly.

planned

the court to set aside its order permitting 21 members of the union to join
the 45 plaintiffs in the suit.
Originally there were only 19 plaintiffs.

Later

the court permitted 26 other members to intervene in support of the petition, after which an order was issued allowing 21 other members of the local to
become plaintiffs.
The three intervenors supporting Nick,
Weston and Browne — William F. Canavan,
John X. Derby and Joseph Schuler — contended the 21 latest plaintiffs had
switched position in the litigation after
supporting an intervening petition directed against the ouster suit, and were
irretrievably bound to their original position now that the suit was before the court
for decision.
Canavan, Derby and
Schuler also
charged the 21 had changed positions in
the litigation as the “result of intensive
solicitation and undue pressure on the
part of the plaintiffs.”

filed brief discussed income and expenditures of the union for 1937 and 1938,

Rains
as "Disraeli"
Hollywood
— Claude
Rains will play the

holding that the union’s financial statement of Jan. 1, 1937, listed $85,000 in assets, and that the income of 1937 was
$60,000, with legitimate expenses of about
$20,000, and that the same ratio of income
and expenditures should have prevailed in
1938. The brief, therefore, held the

title role in “Disraeli,” to be made by Warner, with Wally Klein and Aeneas MacKenzie on the script.

union’s

68

assets should

have

been

$165,000

April 13.
Ralph Leon, former sports writer on the
old St. Louis Times has been named press
agent for the Fairmount Jockey Club.
Tryouts

for the 92 places in the chorus

of the Municipal Opera for the 1939 season will be held May 1, 2 and 3.
The Coliseum is closed for the season. It
has been the scene of a number of boxing
and wrestling bouts and special shows this
season.
The

two-year-old

son

of Chester

Vick-

ery, treasurer of Loew’s Theatre, has
covered from an attack of pneumonia.

re-

The St. Louis Symphony Orchestra has
made its last appearance this season at the
Municipal Auditorium.

Ansells to Expand
Nabe Interests
St. Louis — Ansell Bros., terminating on
May 31 their joint booking and theatre
operating arrangement with St. Louis
Amusement Co., Fanchon & Marco affiliate, will increase their theatre holdings
in the neighborhood field before the end
of the year by building or leasing at least
three other houses.
Upon expiration of their two-year arrangement with F&M, the Ansells again
will be sole operators of the Empress and
Ritz here and the Varsity, University City.
The Shenandoah here and the Tivoli,
University City, which they have been
managing for the St. Louis Amusement
Co. will revert to F&M.

Motion Pictures Lauded
As " Trainer " of Youth
Sheboygan, Wis. — Photoplay is a prolific field for oral expression and offers
students abundant material for project
work. Miss Olive McDermott, English
teacher at North High school here, said
in an address before members of the Sheboygan County Film Council.
“Books can never be entirely replaced
by moving pictures, but all educators
must take cognizance of the fact that pictures are more dynamic and impressive,”
she said. “Cinema experiences have a
great influence upon children and movie
appreciation classes are doing a great deal
to train the youth
crimination.”

in their powers

A Termer

Story to Republic
Hollywood — “Dark Command,” a story
by W. R. Burnett, has been purchased by
Republic.

“Inside Nazi
Opera House,

Hollywood
the writing
deal.

of dis-

to Rauh

— Stanley

Rauh

staff at 20th-Fox
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HALE

was

here for the opening

Jessel to Be Toastmaster
At Salomon Banquet

“Dodge City” at the Chicago Theatre,
and appeared at one of the evening stage
shows with Mischa Auer. Hale came to
Chicago from the world premiere in
Kansas.

Harry Smythe has been named district
manager for Tri-National Films, covering
the entire central and midwest parts of
the country.
Jack
M-G-M,
with

Kirsch Replies to
Brandt on Duals

of

Flynn, district manager for
was surprised on his birthday
a huge cake from the Chicago exchange staff.

Dorothy Lamour came through Chicago
right on the heels of all the publicity on
the $250 demand for ransom made of her,
and proceeded to break into several of the
local dailies. While here she had lunch between trains with hubby, Herbie Kay.

Chicago — George

Jessel has been

named

toastmaster of the Haym Salomon Memorial banquet to be held Sunday, May
21, at the Stevens Hotel here. Vitaphone
Technicolor short subject based on events

Chicago — Using

of Salomon’s life, “Sons of Liberty” will
be given its world premiere at the dinner.
About 1,000 persons prominent in civic,
educational, religious circles are expected
to attend. Tickets for the dinner are
$10 each, the proceeds of which will go
toward the erection of a memorial statue
to Salomon, George Washington and
Robert Morris in Grant Park here.
Barnet Hodes, corporation counsel for
the city of Chicago, who was technical
adviser on the short, and is recognized as

quotation
features

They were pouring concrete in the rain
this week at the new 20 th Century-Fox,
Monogram exchanges’ site. And all the
workers were in a symphony of yellow
rain coats. We have never seen a building
go up so fast. The roof is on by now, with
all the walls up, and it’s been only a
couple of weeks since work began.
Exhibitors are requested to make reservations as soon as possible for the series of
trade screenings Universal is having Monday through Thursday at the Igel Screening Room in the exchange. Monday and
Tuesday, “Three Smart Girls Grow Up,” is
to be shown, and Wednesday and Thursday, “East Side of Heaven,” will be
screened. Both start at 2 p. m.

by-now

familiar

will,” Jack Kirsch, president of Allied
Theatres of Illinois, wrote Harry Brandt of
the Independent Theatre Owners of New
York, in answer to the latter’s page-one
editorial on duals in The Independent.
Brandt’s article was the outcome of his
address before the M-G-M
convention
held here recently. In the story he mentioned again the bugaboo of duals, and

a national authority of Salomon’s life, is
chairman of the banquet and of the
the Patriotic Foundation of Chicago,
which is sponsoring the erection of the
memorial statue.
Working on publicity are Sam Clark,
Madeline Woods and Harry Klatsky.

Bill Bishop got in print in the DrakeBlackstone Hotel News Magazine when his
picture was snapped as he had M-G-M’s
Judy Garland and her mother in tow between trains at the Blackstone Hotel.

his

of “95 per cent of Chicago’s independent exhibitors would go to single
in 24 hours if the major circuits

sent a copy
Kirsch,

of it to Kirsch.

in his letter, quoted

from

Box-

office of April 1 that Loew’s and RKO
circuits in New York were willing to call
it quits on duals if the independents in
Gotham would.
“ . . . but the large circuit here says
NO,” read Kirsch’s letter. “It is about
time, I believe for the heads of this circuit
with offices in New York to recognize that

" Grand Illusion” Is Set
For Apollo in Chicago
Chicago — After an eight- week run of
M-G-M’s “Pygmalion,” one of the longest
stays of any picture in the loop in recent
years, B&K set in “Grand Illusion” this
week at the Apollo. The film, distributed
in this territory by Henri Elman, is a
prize-winning French film.
“Grand Illusion” is the first foreignlanguage film with English titles to play a
B&K loop house, at least since the advent
of sound.
A

lengthy advance campaign has preceded the film into the Apollo. Trailers
have been run in practically every B&K
house in the city, with 40x60 boards on

the immediate change back to single features is the only salvation for the independent exhibitors and for producers and
distributors as well.”
He also commented

that he agreed

A1 Lichtman, who during
vention, also spoke in
features.

with

the M-G-M conbehalf of single

Continuing on, Kirsch wrote: “From a
dollars and cents standpoint, we all enjoyed a good evening’s business in the
single feature days, long after radio became popular. Today we could all profit
by closing our boxoffice at 9 o’clock. I
hope that in the very near future, exhibitors will get next to themselves and advocate single features effective immediately.”
Prefacing his remarks in the letter,
Kirsch advised Brandt they were for

display in many of the circuit’s loop theatres. In addition, considerable art and
advance newspaper stories have been
used by local dailies heralding the film.

publication.

Jack Kirsch has sent out letters to all
Allied members requesting them to give
their support — -in dates for pictures — during the Walter Branson Month, April 30 to
June 2, of the RKO drive.

TRADE
-

They’re now using a barker for those
noon-day revivals at the Grand Opera
House in the loop. But evidently people
aren’t as interesting in “gitting religion”
anymore, for even with a free organ recital thrown in, the barker can’t get
patrons.

WEEKLY

TRAILER

TRAILER-MADE

Chicago — Henry Herbel, Warner district manager, was all smiles this week.
on

the

openings

of

“Dodge City” throughout the territory told
of holdover dates requested everywhere.
The picture is doing a second week at the
Chicago here, the Warner in Milwaukee,
and the Circle in Indianapolis. “And it’s
the same story everywhere else,” says
Herbel.
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Entertainment
Issue Discussed
By

GENE

by Wyler
public has no time for boy-meets-girl
films alone. Such plots can be secondary

RICH

Chicago — From the man who has directed several Hollywood hits, William
Wyler, comes this version on whether
propaganda or entertainment films shall
be made in the cinema capitol:
“Hollywood must give to the American
motion picture public today interesting,
entertaining films of the world about us.
We

can’t give the public just entertainment, nor can we give it just propaganda.
It must be a happy combination of both if
we are to keep the interest of the motion
picture fan in films and achieve what we
are

primarily

making
Wyler,

in

this

business

of money.”
Presents Latest
whose

latest

for — the

that “the only way to make pictures that
may have something to do with propaganda is to make

is United

He stopped off for a press luncheon and
to present to the press of Chicago his
new picture, which stars Merle Oberon,
Laurence Olivier and David Niven. While
here, he took time out to chat and give
his viewpoints on the current controversy
in the industry.
“It should not be a controversy at all,”
said Wyler. “This is an important phase
of our business today and it should be
and

to ones dealing with world affairs. “The
same picture that may have gotten by a
year ago is worth nothing today because
the people have more important things to
think about,” he added.
The director intimated that Hollywood,
and motion picture theatre owners in general, will find business better when the
producers begin taking advantage of the
natural cycle available to them — that of
world affairs, politics, and the advantages
of democracy over other forms of government, always keeping in mind, however,

Picture
success

Artists’ “Wuthering Heights,” was here
this week on his return from New York.

faced intelligently
ing by all.

with

Republic Chicago
Bowling Champs

or Propaganda

understand-

“One thing is definite, and that is that
the American public today is reading its
newspaper much more than a few years
ago. Then they merely scanned the sports
page and the comics. Now they read
word of what is going on in Germany, Italy, the Orient, what Hitler is
doing, what Roosevelt thinks about the
situation. They do it not because they
have to, but because they want to, they
are interested in what will affect them,
their lives, their business, their children.

them

entertaining.”

Chicago — As part of a campaign on
“Wuthering Heights,” B&K carried advertising copy that no patron would be seated during the last 20 minutes of the film.
The copy emphasized the dramatic qualities of the picture’s denouement and
quested patrons to see the film from
beginning.
exploiteer

in advance

rethe
of

the

picture, made numerous school, library, book store, cosmetic and magazine
tieups. He also set a radio dramatization
with station WCFL.
The showing at the United Artists Theatre
was the midwest premiere of the picture.

every

“And after all, aren’t the papers after
the same thing we are — customers. They
are selling something. We should be selling that something, too.
“Then, why shouldn’t we in Hollywood
make pictures dealing with democracy —
so long as they have definite entertainment qualities to them. If we can recruit
the public in the right way for what our
country stands for, we are doing a big
service. For, after all, democracy and
what it stands for is more important than
motion

pictures.”
A “Natural” Cycle
Wyler said that the industry always

cycles or waves of
films, musicals, etc.

has

productions — crime

“Here we have a wave right before us
today and we’re not taking advantage of
it,” said the director.
At the same time, he emphasized that,
to him, no picture on world events or
politics today can be made without taking
sides. “It is cowardly and weak to steer
a middle course in such pictures,” he emphasized. “The only way such a picture
can be strong is to definitely take one side
or the other.”
Wyler feels

70

Wyler

today

the

American

Prophei

Wyler,

director of
“Wuthering Heights,” was reminiscing
with the Daily News’ critic, Clark Rodenbach, and the Herald and Examiner’s
ditto, Dorothy Day, over stars of the past.
They
stars

couldn’t place where some of the
of yesteryear are today, to which

Wyler prophetically commented: “What
happens to all of them — after a while.”

"Gunqa

Din " Strong in
Chicago's South Side
Chicago — “Gunga Din,” in single-feature engagements during its first three
weeks in Warner houses on the south side,
is holding up remarkably well, and ahead
of many double-feature playdates. The
picture played a week at the Avalon, then
a week at the Capitol, and this week was
doing well at the Stratford.

Remodeling Program
The Princess, Argos

lor

Argos, Ind. — An extensive remodeling
program on the Princess Theatre here is
planned by Anthony Bokas, operator.
To be handled by the Ger-Bar Co. of
Indianapolis, tentative plans call for a
new

that

Turns

Chicago — William

League

members gathered in annual banquet Wednesday night at the Crillon
Hotel. Feted were champs of the league
— Republic as team leaders, and M. Bergaman of Essaness as individual leader.
Republic gathered in $57 in prize money,
or $1.00 a game for each of the 57 games
won during the season. Each team was
given

the

same

amount — $1.00

for each

game won.
High team game went to Paramount
with 1,004 top for the season and a $5
award, second going to Universal with
990. High team series went to Essaness
with 2,762, and Paramount second only 11
pins behind. Bergaman won individual
high

Dramatic Qualities of
" Heights " Impressed

Art Catlin, UA

Chicago — Bowling activities came to an
end for the year when Film Bowling

projection room as well as considerable work on the auditorium and stage.

game with 255, and M. Ogren of National Screen was second with 250. High
individual series award was divided among
Herman Busch of Paramount and Dick
Hansen of Film Carriers, who
had 631
each.
Pot.
Final team standings:
Lost
42
27
AYon
49
.679
Republic
34
Universal
.560
37
.595
Film
Carriers
47
.548
Fssaness
46
Paramount
42
Photoplay
35
.500
50
National Screen . . .
.417
59
34
20th Century-Fox . .
.405
38 bowlers
25
Standings of top 20 individual
Ayr. :
.297
Games
181.19
31. Berg-aman, S&S
60
J.
Kirsch,
Rep.
.
.
.
31. Dreifuss, Rep.
65
181.12
179.33
C. A etrover, Para.
SI
84
R. Hansen, F. C. . .
174.44
F. Nardi, Rep
81
173.71
81
172.30
F. Hanzelin, Photo.
170.70
J. Ka nt l ie, Univ. . .
170.22
81
81
H. Berry, S&S ....
69
169.38
168.76
A. Schuster, Univ. .
66
169.14
15. Klass, F. C
31. Cana van, Para.
84
166.22
65
C. Keim, NSS
166.13
84
E. Friedman, Univ.
166.2
AY.
Bennin, Rep
Para. . .
166.1
E. Jurka,
84
72
166.0
W. Lyman, Univ.
165.36
78
W. Boehm, NSS . . .
165.11
O. /email, Para . . .
81
78
165.3
164.46
H. May brook, S&S
69

Pot to National

Screen

Chicago— A special post-season bowling
match between National Screen and the
Film Carriers of the Film Bowling League
resulted in the National
splitters taking the $30
National Screen totaled
Film Carriers chalking up
man was Emil Boehm of
with 581.

Screen maplepot by 72 pins.
2,705, with the
2,633 pins. High
National Screen

New Albany Landmark
Detroyed by Flames
New Albany, Ind. — The Opera House
here, an old landmark in Indiana theatre
history, was destroyed recently by fire
from

an undetermined origin. The building, erected 75 years ago, has not been
operated recently as a theatre and was
flood.
seriously
damaged in the 1937 Ohio River
A number of stores occupying the first
floor of the building suffered considerable
loss. It is estimated the entire damage
exceeded $35,000.
BOXOFFICE
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II IK ID) 1IAIA
fEN members of the Indianapolis Variety
Club, Tent No. 10, will attend the national convention to be held in Detroit
April 28, 29 and 30. Delegates from the
local tent that will attend the convention
are Fred Greenberg, chief barker; Sol
Greenberg, property man, and Marc Wolf,
an officer of the national association. The
board of directors held a regular monthly
meeting, April 10.
Mrs. Sam Gelman, mother of Abe Gelman, Columbia salesman, is confined to St.
Vincent’s Hospital after a major operation
. . . Mrs. C. W. Stahr, operator of the
Union Theatre, Liberty, Ind., is confined
to her home by a complication of ailments.
She has been ill since December and shows
little improvement.

n

Joe Bohn, Big Feature Rights Exchange,
was obliged to seek shelter in a tourist
camp while in Vincennes on business. At
c
present, there is an oil boom in the city,
and hotel reservations are at a premium
and overtaxed.
.
Joe Buehler, Chicago, is planning a new
1,100-seat theatre which will be built at
the corner of East Tenth St. and Emerson
Ave., Indianapolis. Plans are made and it
is understood contract has been awarded.
Chris Winkenhofer, operator of the Gem
Theatre, Huntingburg, Ind., is going to
build a new 700-seat theatre at an estimated cost of $30,000.
“Dodge City” opened at the Circle Theatre Friday. The Warner Bros, local branch
reports the best Good Friday gross in years.
Arthur Baker, Circle manager, confirmed,
the report.
The Malco-Memphis Theatres, Inc.,
Memphis, Tenn., will build a new theatre
immediately with a seating capacity of
800 or 900 in Owensboro, Ky. The company secured the leases of Warner Bros.
Theatres on the Empress, now the Malco,
and Bleich theatres about 18 months
ago. During that time both theatres have
been remodeled and redecorated. The three
theatres will operate
management.

under

J. C. Tunstill’s

Claude McKean has succeeded Frank
Reimer as office manager at the Warner
Bros, branch. Reimer is covering the
northern territory for the company.
Reimer is widely known in motion picture
circles in Indiana, having been associated
with the industry for some time.
C. C. Wallace, formerly with Grand
National Pictures, and for many years connected with the motion picture industry in
various posts, has acquired the Brown
Theatre, Thorntown, Ind,
Cecelia

Hughes

has

come

to Universal

Pictures’ local branch from Des Moines,
la. She has succeeded Saranette Goddard
as 'private secretary
new manager.

to G. C. Craddock,

the

Andy Anderson has acquired the Masonic Theatre in Hodgensville, Ky. Jack
VanBorssum, Terre Haute exhibitor, has
returned from an extended trip to the west
coast. George Passen, Jasonville exhibiBOXOFFICE
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tor, who has

been

P Cl IL I

on

some
covery.time, is reported

the

sick list for

on the road

to re-

Arthur Gerber, operator of the Marylane
Theatre, Evansville, is making good use
of the candid camera. He has engaged a
special truck which covers the city industrial section for purpose of photographing groups of workers as they leave the
plants, and later shows them on the screen.
It is surprising to note the number of people who want to be photographed.
Columbia Pictures is planning cooperation with the National Music Week movement. They will endeavor to have musical
films in all neighborhood houses during
the week

of the national celebration. Indianapolis is one of the midwestern cities
which celebrates the event in a big way
and Columbia Pictures will get plenty of
free publicity.
Had

Hull, manager, Grand National Pictures, and his salesmen are more than enthusiastic over the setup for the coming season, and the boys and Had are
planning to attend the company convention to be held in May in Chicago.
The Orleans Theatre, Orleans, is having its face lifted. Besides the building of
,
a new front and a modernistic marquee
many other minor changes will be made
and when completed, the house will rank
as one

of Hoosierland’s

best.

Alex Pearson, Connersville, substituting for
Joe Schilling, now in Florida; Theodore
Charles and wife, from Vincennes; Bob
Hudson, Richmond; John Cooper,
fall; F. M. Carroll, Orleans.

Wind-

E. H. Austin, Versailles, is confined to
his home by influenza . . . Doug Haney,
Albion exhibitor, is meeting with some
misfortune it seems. His brother is confined to a Decatur, Ind., hospital with a
shattered arm, and his sister is confined
to the Methodist Hospital, Ft. Wayne, after a major operation.
Anthony Bokas is remodeling his theatre in Argus, Ind. Included in the improvements is a cooling and ventilating system,
new sound system and also the addition
of 75 seats. He expects to open the house
May

15. It was necessary to build an addition to the house to accommodate the increased seating capacity.

Marty Solomon, former branch manager
of the Indianapolis Columbia exchange and
now connected with Columbia’s west coast
studios, was in town this week on a visit.
He was welcomed by his many friends
along the Row . . . Theatrical Managers,
lnd. ing of thei
r

Sh

er

Th

ma

ea

n

tr

e

in Sul
liv

an,

Mrs. A. J. Douglas, 91 years old, mother
of Lloyd C. Douglas, the author, died at
her home in Monroeville, Ind. Her son was
at her bedside. He is the author of several

The Majestic Theatre, Seymour, Ind., is
planning a new front, lobby and foyer to
best sellers, including “Disputed Passage,”
be completed by May 1. Plans indicate a
“Green Light” and “ White Banners.”
modernistic trend and quite attractive. The
is
Pete Mailers of the Mailers Bros, circuit,
Little Theatre, one of the Switow & Sons co
nt
em
circuit houses, will be air-conditioned and
Fort
pl Wayne, recently made a trip to New
a
ready for the summer.
in meet his brother who is on his first
York tto
ge
xteUnited States from Europe. He
visit to the
nsi
John Hauenschild, manager of the Lithasn’t told us vehow
rem he likes this country
tle Theatre, Seymour, Ind., was married to
ode
yet, but if he is anything
like his brothers,
lDorothy Kutchback of North Vernon, Ind.,
George, Charles and Pete,
perhaps he will
April 11. Miss Kutchback has been an emnever go back . . . The Roxy Theatre, Bosploye of the Ritz Amusement Co., North
well, Ind., operated by E. B. Sorenson, reVernon. The newlyweds will honeymoon
cently suffered a loss by fire in the proin the south.
jection booth.
Cruising along Filmrow: Mrs. Annett
Kuebler, Jasper; Ted Nichols, Lyric Theatre manager, looking for a good motion
picture; Mannie Marcus, Ft. Wayne exhibitor, in the city Monday and Tuesday
on business; Robert Nicholas, Ladoga; J. A.
Bailey, Greensburg; Clyde Wilson, Alexandria; C. Kamier, Monroeville; Nick
Pakios, Tipton; Anthony Bokas, Argus;

Chicago — Joe Loeffler, manager
of
the Chicago office of Metro Premium
Co.,

is thinking

of

charging

for the privilege

Dorothy

of keeping

her

job in the office. Dorothy's immediate
predecessor, Hanna Silver, is now the
bride of Ben Bartlestein
and Elmo theatres.
Bartlestein

and

his

last week and are now
in Hot Springs, Ark.

of the
missus

announces

two

new

members

to

Huntington, Jefferson and Tivoli in Huntington operated by Gail Lancaster . . . Don
Hammer, formerly with the Indianapolis
office of Grand National, is now representing Royal Hollywood Industries which features a new kiddie matinee premium of
Hollywood Cowboy guns. Hammer will reptucky.
resent the states of Indiana, Ohio and Ken-

Thinking of Making
Her Pay for Job

Movit

ATOI

the fold : Fred Pennell, Busco Theatre,
Churubusco, and Don LeBrun, Kent, South
Whitley, and the reinstatement of the

Annetta
eloped

honeymooning

Herb Johnson, operator of the Madison
and Ohio theatres in Madison, Ind., was
here on business for several days . . .
Ernest Miller of the Cinema Theatre here
spent a few days visiting in his home town
of Brazil, where he formerly managed the
Lark and Sourwine theatres.
James

Guercio

and

William

Barthel,

operators of Ger-Bar Theatre Equipment
Co., with branches in Chicago and Indianapolis, were in town on one of their infrequent visits.
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Public's Reaction
J^OWNTOWN
theatres here
closed Good Friday until 3 p.
the Little Theatre was dark from
day through Friday, reopening
with

“Forever

remained
m., while
WednesSaturday

Yours.”

First U . S. showing of “When Germany
Fell” was advertised by the Alhambra
Theatre here in connection with the reopening of the house April 8 under the
management of A. J. Cooper, who has been
associated with theatres in this territory
for a number of years.
Tom earner, a booker for Warner Bros,
here, and Fred Reeths jr., manager of
Warner’s Sheboygan Theatre, left last
week for a three weeks’ vacation through
the southwest and west, accompanied by
their wives.
John

A. Goetz, 90, violinist in the old Al-

hambra theatre orchestra,
brother was manager, died
Besides being a musician,
an acrobat. He is survived

where his wife’s
here last week.
Goetz was also
by a son.

William H. Tesch, father of Ray
Tesch, business manager of the ITPA
Wisconsin, has been elected
waukee school board.

to the

A.
of

Mil-

The Higler Theatre Co. will continue its
operation of the Davidson, local legitimate
house, despite the sale of its lease to the
Hotel Medford Co.
The

Milwaukee

County

Post

15, Citi-

zens’ Military Training Corps, and the
Reserve Officers’ Ass’n is holding a benefit theatre party from April 10 to 22 in
cooperation with the Fox theatres.

Marcus-Svirnoff Theatres at Reedsburg.
Incorporators of the former firm are Egon
Peck, M. Towle and A. C. Heller. Of the
latter, Ben Marcus, I. E. Svirnoff and C.
K. Marcus.
Mary M. Canak, 20, a sophomore at
Mount Mary college here, was one of four
winners in the national motion picture
essay contest on “Why I Should Like to
Visit the Country of Marie Antoinette,”
conducted by M-G-M. Louis W. Orlove,
M-G-M exploiteer, told Miss Canak of her
good fortune, which means a free trip to
France.
Paramount

Film

Distributing

Corp.,

a

Delaware corporation, has filed articles in
Wisconsin, listing authorized capital stock
of $10,000 common. George C. Blake,
Madison, is listed as Wisconsin agent for
the firm.
Classic Theatre at Watertown exhibited
at the local home show, giving away free
photos of screen stars . . . The Park Theatre at Waut07na was robbed last week of

Guy L. Beack Stock Co., which includes
in its cast Evalyn Harris and Buddy
Graves, is appearing at the Wisconsin
Theatre in La Crosse for a limited engagement. Miss Harris appeared in Gene
Autry’s film, “Riding Troubadour,”
Graves has worked for RKO
and
Carr.

while
Trem

The Badger Theatre at Merrill gave
American Beauty roses to the first 50
women
attending their Easter Sunday
matinee.
An oil painting of Helena Modjeska,
famed Polish Shakespearean actress, was
presented to the Milwaukee council of the
Polish Women’s Alliance of America last
week by Warner-Saxe’s Modjeska Theatre
here. The presentation program, held at
the theatre, marked the 30th anniversary

Articles of incorporation have been filed
by the Sun Prairie Theatre here and the

of Mine. Modjeska ’s death. Joseph Rosenfeld, manager of the houses, made the
presentation.

Indianapolis — The latest draft of the
Trade Practice Code was discussed at
length Tuesday at the monthly meeting of
the Associated Theatre Owners of Indiana,
but no statement was made available for
publication.
In attendance

were:

L.

Krieghbaum,

Rochester: Leonard Sowar, Muncie; Maurice Rubin, Michigan City; Sam W. Neall,
Kokomo; Trueman Rembusch, Franklin;
Walter Easley, Greensburg; Roy E. Harrold, Rushville; Harry Markun, Ernest
Miller, R. R. Bair, Earl Bell, Tom Baker,
Oscar Kuschner, Marc J. Wolf, Frank
Sanders, and Don Rossiter, all of Indianapolis.
Delegates were named for the national
Allied convention to be held in Minneapolis in June. Those to represent the
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Indiana unit are: Maurice Rubin, president; I. R. Holycross, vice-president, and
Don R. Rossiter, executive secretary.
Plans also were made for the annual
summer meeting and the date is tentatively set for the latter part of June. The
place probably will be the Spink-Wawasee
Hotel at Lake Wawasee, where a very successful meeting was held by the association last year.
The next meeting
held May 2.

Springfield, III. — “The theatre public
— not the producer, the distributor or the
exhibitor — selects the pictures shown in
the 17,000 film theatres throughout the
nation,”

Henry Stickelmaier, Chicago, assistant to the divisional director of Publix-Great States Theatres, of which the
Orpheum Theatre here is a part, told
American Business Club members last
week at their luncheon meeting in the St.
Nicholas Hotel.
Public Relations

His subject was “The
of the Motion Picture

“The average person’s only reaction is
Industry.”
that he liked or disliked a picture,” said
Mr. Stickelmaier. “If the industry had to
depend upon a class audience or so-called
‘intellectuals,’ it couldn’t function. The
producer and exhibitor merely nominate
pictures — the election takes place at the
boxoffice with the third great section of
the industry, the public, as the voters.”
He described movie censorship as the

four nights’ receipts.

Jule I. Kaplan, business manager, agent
a?id cashier of the federal theatre project
here from Feb. 3, 1936 to June 18, 1936,
was fined $200 in federal court here on a
charge of embezzling $138 from the project. Kaplan formerly operated the Columbia Theatre here.

ATOI's Directors
Mull New Draft

Key for Films

of the board

will be

greatest retarding influence on the industry other than government interference.
Formerly city manager of Publix-Great
States theatres in Peoria and Toledo,
Ohio,

and former A. B. C. district governor, Stickelmaier now supervises the buying and booking of pictures as well as assisting in the general management of the
chain.
Thomas
Orpheum

J. Finin, house manager
Theatre, was in charge

of the
of the

program.

Kny Makes

Racine Aware

OfRacine,
" Sergeant
"
Wis. — HarveyMadden
Kny went to

town

in plugging the film “Sergeant Madden”
when it appeared at Warner’s Rialto
Theatre here. In addition to getting Wallace Beery made an honorary sergeant on
the police force, he promoted

a most

lar policeman’s contest with
receiving an A. G. Meaning

popu-

the winner
all-expense

tour to the New York World’s fair, plus
$50 in cash.
Judges in this connected, which aroused
a great deal of interest, included Jack
Keegan, Warner Bros, district manager;
Sam

Shurman, M-G-M
exchange manager; Louis W. Orlove, M-G-M
exploiteer, all from Milwaukee; Harold Schneller, advertising department, Racine Journal-Times, and Manager Kny.
Kny

George Mailers Is Named
Luncheon Host, April 19
Muncie, Ind. — Leonard Sowar, manager
of the Rivoli Theatre here, and regional
vice-president of ATOI announces George
Mailers of the Mailers Bros, circuit will be
host to second district exhibitors in Portland, Ind., at a noon luncheon, April 19.

ATOI

Meeting

April 20

Indianapolis — The monthly meeting of
the Indiana ATOI will be held here April
20 at the Hotel Antlers.

also invited the 175 Ravine Journal-Times carrier boys to see the film at
the Rialto. All in all, the city was fully inplaying

formed that “Sergeant
the Rialto.

Madden”

was

Color Firm to Wolk
Chicago — The Rainbow Color Co. has
been purchased by Edw. H. Wolk, theatre
equipment dealer here, and combined with
his business establishment. Wolk will
continue

the

manufacture

and

distribu-

tion of Rainbow’s show card color, paints,
varnishes, brushes and sundry items.
BOXOFFICE
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Revive Illuminated
Clock Measure
Milwaukee — The proposed measure
making it mandatory for theatres to have
illuminated clocks in their auditoriums has
been revived and recommended for enactment by the common
ary committee.

council’s judici-

Alderman John E. Kalupa launched the
move for clocks in theatres when parents
complained their children were staying
late on the excuse they did not know the
time. Passage of the ordinance also has
been

recommended by the citizen’s committee named by the council to investigate
motion pictures in relation to public
health. Dr. William Murphy has been
named chairman and Mrs. W. F. Roecker,
secretary, of this committee.

House in Missouri Has
New Sales Tax Bill
Jefferson City — Apparently dissatisfied
with the two per cent sales tax bill it
passed, the house has on calendar for perfection a new measure which would increase collections about $2,000,000 annually.
The new bill would empower the state
auditor to force payment of the tax levy
through a staff of investigators and attorneys. The sales tax also would apply to
pool games, bowling and other forms of
amusements not now covered by the law.

Attorney

General

Rules

Special Kiddie Shows lor
Easter Are Conducted
Milwaukee
Easter were

— Special kiddie shows for
observed by theatres in a

number of state cities. Locally 11 Warner-Saxe houses offered a free candy gift
in connection with their special Saturday
matinee. The theatres were the Modjeska,
Uptown,
and

Garfield, Egyptian, National, Milwaukee, Lake, Juneau, Parkway, Princess
Savoy.

At Burlington, Jack Yeo, manager of the
Plaza Theatre, was host to youngsters at
an Easter egg hunt Saturday afternoon.
Several hundred colored eggs were provided with a white rabbit as first prize.
Participating children, all under 12 years
of age, were escorted by police from the
theatre to the scene of the hunt.
Saxe’s Jeffris Theatre in Janesville held
a bunny hunt right in the theatre with
100 chocolate rabbits hidden for the kids
to find. In addition, the house gave away
ten live rabbits as did the Fond du Lac
at Fond du Lac, while the Badger at Merrill presented 12 free live rabbits. Live
rabbits also were given away at the Grand
in Green Bay.
Easter eggs or candy rabbits were given
away at special parties by the Gateway,
Kenosha and Orpheum in Kenosha; the
Venetian in Racine, the Bay in Green Bay
and the Sheboygan
boygan.

Organize

and

Majestic

in She-

The
Drake

opinion, written by Asst. Atty.-Gen.
Watson, held that the entire sales

tax law must be re-enacted by the legislature if it wishes to extend the law.

in Fenton

Fenton, Mo. — The Spring Lake Park,
Inc., has been organized here by John,
Rosa and Marie Claire Koller to own, conduct and operate a public amusement
park, picnic grounds, restaurant, golf
course, swimming pool, riding stables and
all other forms of indoor and outdoor
amusements.

The bill that passed the house merely
amended the existing law by extending for
two years the expiration date. Watson’s
opinion also questioned the legality of the
house amendment intended to bring the
services of laundry, dyeing, pressing and
cleaning concerns within the law.

Chicago Film Council
In Spring Meeting
Chicago — The annual spring meeting
of the Better Films Council of Chicago
was to be held Friday, with principal
speakers including Tom Gorman of RKO
Theatres and Crane Wilbur of the Warner Bros, studio.
Wilbur,

producer

of the

1938

Academy

Award-winning short, “The Declaration
of Independence,” was to talk on “The
Screen Teaches Americanism.” Gorman
was to speak on “The Producer Announces.”
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QOMMUNTTY
Lenten services were held
at the Fox-Illinois Theatre at Jacksonville last week with Rev. Vemon L.
Shontz, pastor of Central Baptist church,
“The

church,

who

Rev. Hudson H. PittFirst Congregational

is making

the Quest

nual pre-Easter affair, spoke

on

an

an-

‘‘Carry

the Light.”
A new type cooking school is to be conducted at the Orpheum Theatre in conjunction with Lever Brothers Co., makers
of Spry shortening. The school will be
presented on three consecutive Mondays,
starting April 17. It will open at 1 p. m.
and continue until about 2:30 p. m„ at
which

phernalia.
The theatre also has announced that it
is resuming Bank Night with a complete
new registration and that registration will
be in accordance with a recent opinion of
Attorney General John E. Martin, which
holds that if free registration is carried
out in the lobby of the theatre and if no
ticket is needed for entrance to the theatre to be eligible for the prize, no lottery
exists.
The case
Venetian,
operating
from April

of Don Nichols, manager of the
charged with setting up and
a lottery, has been postponed
11 to April 25.

A Radio Quiz Program
From Fox , St. Louis
St. Louis

—

Patrons

of

Fanchon

&

The program, titled “Dr. I. Q., the Mental Banker,” will emanate from the Fox
at 9:30 p. m. each Monday night for five
weeks.
Four

assistants with portable microphones ramble through the audience selecting patrons at random, to answer ques-

to the Fox for the next week’s show.
After the five-week run at the Fox, the
show will move to the Chicago Theatre,
Chicago.
The program is being
Milky Way, candy makers.

bankrolled

by

Cultured

The final in a series of Noontide Quest
religious services was held last week at the
Orpheum Theatre.
man, pastor of

to pay the $1,500 Bank Night award won
by a local resident March 30. Police had
raided the theatre and seized all para-

tions put to them by “Dr. I. Q.” from the
stage. Prizes totaling $300 are offered
for correct answers. Other contestants get
a box of candy bars and a pair of tickets

SPR'GFIELD
Springfield, speaking on
Cross and Cross Culture.”

Racine, Wis. — Warner’s Venetian Theatre here has been granted permission by
District Attorney Richard G. Harvey jr„

Marco’s 5,000-seat de luxe Fox Theatre
here, were participants in a new radio quiz
program which started April 10 and was
fed to the country by NBC.

Bill "Unconstitutional"
Jefferson City — The attorney-general’s
office here has ruled that the two per
cent sales tax bill passed by the house
of representatives last week is unconstitutional. The bill extended the present law
for two years.

Bank Night Round
Won in Racine

time many fine gifts will be presented. After that the regular matinee
screen program will be shown. Those who
attend must purchase a regular ticket to
the theatre. Miss Virginia Colby, noted
lecturer and home economist from Cambridge, Mass., will conduct the school on
the Orpheum stage which will be transformed into a model kitchen for the three
afternoons.

Taxes Over $1,000,000 on
4 Theatre Buildings
Milwaukee — Four of the 45 Milwaukee
commercial buildings and industrial properties and their contents with assessable
values in excess of $1,000,000 last year included the Empire Bldg., housing the
Riverside Theatre; the Carpenter Bldg.,
housing Fox’s Wisconsin Theatre;
jestic Bldg, and Garden Theatre
Warner Theatre Bldg.

the Maand the

The 1938 assessment on the first is $1,731,000 for 1938 against $1,926,000 the
previous year; on the second, $1,375,000
compared with $1,436,000; on the third,
$1,370,000 against $1,299,000 and on the
Warner Theatre Bldg., $1,189,000 compared with $1,236,000 in 1937.

Felton— Scripts
Hollywood
Republic "Marines"
has assigned
Felton

to the script of “Calling

Earl

All Ma-
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Anti-Trade Bills' Negotiations Pend to Avert
Death Assured Split-up in Allied Ass’n
Minneapolis — With adjournment
Minnesota state legislature only

of the
a few

hours off, it’s a certainty now that none
of the three bills affecting the theatre industry, introduced during recent weeks,
will be passed. The body adjourns next
week and only measures on general orders
likely are to receive any consideration before the session ends. None of the three
is on general orders.
Thus, for the second successive time a
theatre divorcement law designed to require the Minnesota Amusement Co. to
relinquish its 85 theatres will have died in
committee. This particular bill, belatedly
introduced under mysterious sponsorship,
did not have the support of Northwest
Allied States which, because of the repeal
of the North Dakota theatre divorcement
law terminating the suit before the U. S.
supreme

court to determine the constitutionality of such legislation, decided to
abandon its planned fight for Minnesota
theatre divorcement at this time.
President W. A. Steffes of Northwest

Allied, who declined an invitation to appear before a legislative committee considering the divorcement bill, pointed out
that three years would elapse before the
law could be put into effect in Minnesota
and that the issue would be fought out
before that as a result of the U. S. government making divorcement one of the
objectives of its anti-trust suit against
group of major distributors.

a

Two

other proposed law's, which independent exhibitors felt would affect them
adversely, also are doomed to fall by the
wayside. One of these would have outlawed theatre cash gift nights, including
Bank Nights. The result, it was claimed,
would have been to force many theatres
out of business. A daylight saving bill,
also opposed by the independent exhibitors, failed to come out of committee.

Minneapolis —
The olive branch has
been extended and peace in the ranks of
Twin City independent exhibitors is in
process of being reestablished, thus averting any split in Northwest Allied States.

Bennie Berger announces that negotiations now are pending to eliminate the
friction resulting from the purchase of
“runs” of M-G--M pictures by the Paradise Theatre, local neighborhood house
owned by him and President W. A. Steffes
of Northwest Allied, and showing them
ahead

of competing
borhood theatres.

independent

neigh-

“We
expect

are holding conferences now and
to settle these differences to the

satisfaction of all concerned,” says Berger,
big independent circuit operator, who has
been a storm center the past year because of the Paradise Theatre situation.
“Wants to Play Ball”
Moreover, declares Berger, the exhibitor,
charged with staging the “one-man revolt” in Northwest Allied, now says he
wants “to play ball” and will not go
through with his threat to withdraw from
the body and form a competing independent exhibitors’ organization.
The Paradise purchase of M-G-M runs

was the principal reason for the revolt. It
caused an outbreak at a Northwest Allied

meeting a year ago. The disgruntled
Minneapolis neighborhood exhibitors at
that time called upon Steffes to change
the

Paradise policy. He, however, declared that Berger was in sole control of

the theatre’s operations and he could not
influence the latter in the matter. Furthermore, Steffes contended, the organization
could not dictate how or at what prices
distributors should sell their product or
how
film. much members should pay for their
In view of the fact that national Allied
States will hold its convention here June
13-15,

it was considered vital for harmony to be restored among the independents here and, accordingly, present
developments are all the more welcome.
Besides, it is felt, the ranks of independents
should not be split by dissension at a time
when conditions within the industry are
so critical and cooperation is particularly
needed. A split-up in Northwest Allied
would have been regarded as a tragic development.
Northwest
Northwest
convention

Allot Considerable
To Radio

Sum

Advertising

Lincoln — Radio is in the best position
it has ever been in reference to sharing
in advertising budgets for local theatres.
Every house in town, except the Capitol,
is represented in paid advertising and
drawing about one-third
spent on bally.

of the total money

Previously to radio-minded men like City
Manager Bob Huffman, for the J. H.
Cooper Enterprises, and General Manager
Howard Federer, of Nebraska Theatres,
Inc., little or no money was spent.

Allied
the

Meet

June

will hold

day

before

12
its annual
the

Allied

States

national convention. It is expected that the body will be urged by
some of the present malcontents to pay
less attention to such proposed national
and

state legislation as theatre divorcement and to use most of its efforts to obtain film rental reductions and to eliminate alleged unfair trade practices. Participation in fights for legislation requires
the levying of high dues, the malcontents,
who want lower dues, point out.
Steffes has made known that he will
not accept reelection as president under
any circumstances. At the same time he
is extremely anxious for the independents
to continue to have a strong organization.

Second Story Fire Leaves
Des Moines House Safe
Des Moines — More than 400 persons,
many of them children, walked calmly
from the Beaver Theatre at 7:45 p. m.
Saturday as a fire raged through the
kitchen of Acanthus Masonic lodge on the
building’s second floor.
The blaze, of undetermined cause, had
gained considerable headway before smoke
poured through the theatre ventilators,
giving patrons their first idea that the
building was on fire.
Paul Anderson, owner and manager of
the theatre, asked the crowd to leave in
an orderly manner and announced there
was no danger.
So

slowly

did the people

pass-out checks were
and the theatre was
showing within two
was undamaged with
water spots on the
lodge hall kitchen in
nated was gutted.
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MW

Iowan
Julian

in Hollywood —
Geertz.

who

operates

a string of theatres

in Davenport,

Iowa, pays

a

visit to the “Give Me a Child” set at the Warner studio in Hollywood, where
he and his family are entertained, by Geraldine Fitzgerald (center). Mr.
Geertz is second from right.

75

completion of a performance, or unless there can
be devised some method whereby persons shall be
permitted to remain but two hours and fifteen
minutes, the repetition of the performance will
mean that people, especially children, will remain
and the ordinance will not accomplish its purpose.
Furthermore, the ordinance would probably be

Overlong Program
Bill Is Blocked

regarded

as arbitrary from the standpoint of precluding the exhibition of single features which
require more than two hours and fifteen minutes
to exhibit.

Lincoln — Hope to curtail film programs
to two hours and 15 minutes, thereby
eliminating the bulk of dual features, by
city ordinance, ran into an obstruction,
which all but doomed the action.
Stymie is City Attorney Clarence G.
Miles ruling of “serious doubt”
validity of the measure.
Text of his statement:

as to the

In order for such an ordinance to be valid it
jnust be reasonably calculated to further the
health or morals of the inhabitants of a city, and
it

must in said respects comply with constitutional requirements. It cannot be inferred from
the ordinance as drawn that it is related to the

safeguarding- of morals, for we do not see how the
length of time required to exhibit a show is material in that connection. It does not, by its terms,
prohibit any type or kind of show.
If double
features are deemed
objectionable because of the
likelihood of exhibiting one good and one bad
feature picture at the same
performance, the
ordinance does not, in terms prohibit such. If it
would expressly prohibit double features it would
be- arbitrary or unreasonable, unless the council
as a law making body could reasonably conclude
that the exhibiting of double features is more
likely to result in the exhibiting of questionable
features.
If the safeguarding of health is the objective
of the proposed ordinance, it must be from the
standpoint of eye-strain or some nervous condition brought on by being present where moving
pictures are exhibited for too long a
period of
time. It does not appear how
the shows prohibited in the ordinance will cause such results
when shows permitted by the ordinance do not.
In other words, the ordinance seems to permit an
immediate repetition of the show. Unless all persons are required to leave the theatre after the

We find no cases particularly bearing upon this
type of legislation and we do not believe that the
proposed ordinance is a proper regulation under
the police power of the city.

Steam up against duals and overlong
programs broke before the city council,
March 20, backed by two exhibitors locally
representing five theatres, Howard Federer and Bob Livingston. It also had the
approval of several physicians and the
Better Films Council president, Mrs. Lawrence Wentz. It was bitterly opposed by
R. W. "Bob” Huffman, city manager for
the J. H. Cooper Enterprises-Lincoln
Theatres Corp. (three theatres).
Cooper has
product.
Proponents

75 per cent of the first-run
of the

measure

claim

they

are not licked and will bring further pressure. They are sure the health point in
the ordinance can be made strong enough
to put it within the power of the city
council’s jurisdiction.
“The city attorney makes a point of the
fact that youngsters can sit through one
program after another,” said Mrs. Wentz,
“but it’s my opinion sitting through the
same feature does not amount to the same
nervous

strain as two conflicting

and

dif-

ferent features.”
No other disposition of the proposed
ordinance was made by the council.

K A Y CC IE IE
QEORGE
NESCHER
of Valley Falls,
Kas., made his regular visit early in
the week to Filmrow. There were divers
and sundry others: Frank Morris, Meade,
Meade, Kas.; Tom
Wilhoit, Plattsburg,
Mo.; Shields Wilson, Camdenton, Mo.;
Ralph Winship, Phillipsburg, Kas.; Mr.
and Mrs. Simon Galitzki of the Princess,
Coed

BAKER, home town boy and formerly one of Paramount’s most often
pictured comics, is now heading a 26people unit with Pat Rooney jr. and Herman Timberg jr. Is trying for dates in
this territory with Sam Roberts office,
Chicago, routing . . . Jack Hanssen, who
handles the quizzerbee program every week
at the Varsity on KFOR, trots down the
aisle with Vera Nelson, a steno, on April
30 . . . Blue Barron, the orchestra man,
nearly lost an eye after a severe infection became almost unbearable here. Says
he’ll make a short
York in June.
Dodge

for Paramount

City echoes:

in New

Jerry Zigmond,

tour-

ing the tram with Jake Wilk, Warner’s
eastern story editor, stopped by to pass on
regards to all his friends on theatrerow
and Filmrow in Lincoln and Omaha . . .
Keith Wilson, the Omaha World-Herald’s
picture scribe, picked Jane Wyman as the
prettiest gal attending the festivities, but
it was Barney Oldfield, Lincoln’s Journal
scribbler, who rode beside her in the fivemile parade.
Judge Harlan Palmer, publisher of the
Hollywood Citizen-News, revealed he was
once a barefoot farm boy . . . Bruce Palmer, Oklahoma film editor, got entangled,
so to speak, and missed the premiere
in Dodge City. Had Sam Clark, Warner
exploiteer from Chicago, route him to
Wichita, Kas., where there was a fourhour layover, so he might go to the theatre and see it . . . Alan Hale went east
on a theatre equipment deal for England.

76

He makes more money in the equipment
business than he does making faces at the
camera.

Cottonwood Falls, Kas.; Art
donia and Erie, Kas.; Ray
Harrisonville, Mo.
Louis

time

someone

shows

up

unfairness

to

barbers

cam-

paign, known otherwise as “Union Pacific”
ballyhoo ... Ed Vaughan says the less
sentimental a girl is, the more highly she
values love letters . . . Howard Federer
has given up usherettes as a not so good
idea
way. after all. Lads now flashlight the
George O. Monroe is now popping duals
with both features first run, after a long
period of one first and one second . . .
Appears the Sun will definitely turn into
a big hamburger and coney island joint
. . . Ruth Johnson, Nebraska Theatres,
Inc., secretary, is being hospitalized six
weeks or more because of a shattered pelvis, the result of a horse-backing party.
Joe Scott was spied in the back of the
Varsity Theatre looking very sad. Hard to
tell whether it was the picture he was
watching (not a 20 th Century-Fox product) or the fact that there was no one
on theatre row to bull with. Bob Livingston is vacationing in Tucson and points
west with his wife.

the

missus

are

in

Bob Withers at Republic-Midwest was
trying out his first pair of bifocals the
afternoon when Arthur Cole and Emmett
Scanlan rang the fire bell. Bob couldn’t
tell whether to look down or up in order
to see his way out, and Cole and Scanlan
finally eased his mind by telling him to
sit still.
W. Caldwell,

traveling

representative

of ad sales for 20 th-Fox, was here this
week visiting Charley Crawford, local ad
sales manager. Caldwell, familiarly known
as “Bill,” said someone had told him recently of a good way to get along in the
business — “ Don’t

worry

and

only

argue for fun.”
Barrett Kiesling, publicity director for
Metro, was here last week and held a
luncheon for some of the trade at the
Hotel Muehlebach. Chief purpose was to
discuss trailers, whether they are helpful,
outstanding examples of trailers that have
aided in selling pictures to the public, etc.
Among those who attended the luncheon
were E. C. Rhoden, Lon Cox, H. E. Jameyson, Senn Lawler, Chet Hilton, Buddy
Brown, Ralph Adams — from Fox Midwest;
Ralph Kiefer of Griffith-Dickinson Theatries; C. A. Schultz and Leland Allen of
Commonwealth Amusement Corp.; Lowell
Lawrance of the Journal; Frank Hensler,
Claud

Morris, Leon

Abraham — from

Metro.

UA
previewed “Wuthering Heights”
Tuesday evening at the Kansas City Power
& Light Edison Hall, and had about a
thousand. The affair, arranged by John
McManus of Loew’s Midland, Bill Truog
and W. P. Bernfield of UA, was attended
by heads of women’s clubs, teachers, and
others of the intelligentsia. Reaction was
that it is a fine picture, and should really

Morris

appeal to the class trade. It has some really excellent acting by Merle Oberon, as
well as the other players . . . One woman

together, both claiming any statements regarding their approaching fatherhood are false.

called the next a. m. and said she’d been
phoning friends all morning to be sure to
see it, even had written friends elsewhere.

Harold
stick

and

in Lin-

coln with his face unshaven, he’s immediately branded as a fugitive from Evert
Cummings’

Souttar

Pugh, FreMcKittrick,

Greece visiting . . . Abe Shafer was scheduled to reopen the Shafer, Edgerton, Mo.,
April 14.

film
Every

Topeka, Kas.; Gus DiaArkansas City, Kas.; F.

L. “Doc” Lowe, Sterling, Kas.; C. E. “Doc”
Cook of Maryville, Mo.; Mr. and Mrs.
Riegel, Wiley, Kas.; Mr. and Mrs. Dale
Danielson, Russell, Kas.; Larry Larson,
Webb City, Mo.; Ralph Menefee, Palace,
Hoxie, Kas.; Mr. and Mrs. Joe Ghosen,
Sedalia, Mo.; Elmer Bills, Salisbury, Mo.;
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Bessier, Humboldt,
Kas.; C. E. Lancaster, Strong City and

W.

gENNY

and Novelty,
mond, Salina and

Hellerich

and

Wayne
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One young chap who wasn’t expected to
like it did and sold a couple of tickets by
next day.
Mr.

and Mrs. George C. Gaylord announce the marriage of their daughter,
Harriet, to Edward Earl Webber jr. on
Sunday, April 16, at 3 p. m„
try Club Christian Church.
sailors! Webber
ial Theatre and

★

★

★

★

at the CounBon Voyage,

is manager of the Colonpresident of the Indepen-

dent Theatre Owners Ass’n of Kansas City.
Mrs. Webber was employed at National
Screen Service.
Nat

Hechtman of the Hollywood Advertising Co. is becoming peripatetic.
He was in St. Louis last week and this
week made another trip there. He says
business is good. Maybe the travel is the
reason.
Bev Miller celebrated his birthday last
Saturday. He says it was his 24th, but
that he is 27. Anyway, he got a lot of
greetings, among which was one big one
showing his brogans sticking out from under a pile of contracts for Book Treasures. It came from Lester Martin, Chicago.
Morton Van Praag was scheduled for a
visit here this week. His son, Morton jr.
is shipper
ures.

for Bev

Miller

at Book

Treas-

Mike Roth of National Screen Service
in Omaha was at the Menorah Hospital
. . . Reg Wilson, assistant to George Weeks,
general sales manager of Monogram, is

Will You SELL Your Theatre?
Do You Want to BUY a Theatre?

here for several weeks visiting Les Durland and the other boys — and girls — at
the Monogram exchange. Wilson is making a “tour” of various exchanges.
At Mt. Vernon,

Mo., the other day, Tom

Wilhoit

of Plattsburg , Mo., and his brother-in-law, Ray Richardson of Mt. Vernon,
got Paul Hannon of Paramount into a
bucolic conversation. Now Paul is just
fair on things agricultural, and when the
two exhibitors showed the poor salesman
a flock of chickens that laid capon eggs,
he believed them. They suggested that he
buy a dozen of the fowl fruit to take up

I have a number of reliable buyers for theatres in Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri, Iowa, North
and South
sota.

Dakota,

and

Minne-

near Falls City, Neb., where Paul’s fatherin-law has a place, and start a “capon
farm.’’ Paul thought it a good idea, and
laid $2 on the line for a dozen of the eggs
. . . It’s a swell idea, Paul!
It must be spring. There is talk of new
theatres here and there in the territory
as there always is this time of the year.
In spite of bad business — and in general
business hasn’t been so good the past year
— there always seems to be plenty of money
available for a new show. Maybe the publicity given to the salaries of stars and
production officials has something to do
with it. The availability of “outside”
money for theatres probably has something to do with the high price of houses
when you go to buy them. Movies are
pretty hard to “pick up” anymore, unless
they’re confirmed money losers. Aside
from the rumors, there are a couple of
definite projects under way at Wichita,
Kas. T. H. Slothower is building another
one, and Harold Gibbons, who formerly
(Continued
BOXOFFICE
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If you are interested in buying,
selling or trading theatre properties, business or equipment I
can save you time and money.
Write

R. A. Higdon
P. O. Box

563

Kansas

City, Mo.
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Don Davis Bounds Into
Lead in Bowling Race
of Ray
JJNITED
Wylie toARTISTS’
St. Louis transfer
is an unpopular
move with the trade here. It represents
a distinct loss to the Twin City Variety
Club and to exhibitors hereabouts. Ray,
a bang-up salesman, was one of the hardest working and most enthusiastic members of the club. As chairman of the entertainment committee and a board member he contributed much to the club’s success. Few members took so much interest
in the club or was so well liked. In the
recent

refugees’ relief fund drive he performed yeoman service, selling more

tickets by far than any other film salesman. He was extremely popular with exhibitors. Here’s hoping United Artists
will see fit to return him to Minneapolis
soon.

Abe Kaplan, irrepressible independent
circuit operator, must be slipping. He declined to lead the crowd in a Minnesota
Rouser cheer at the Twin City Variety
Club Easter party this week. Nevertheless,
the party was a success and, truth to tell,
Abe did his part in pepping it up. Plenty
of drink, food and fun for all at this party
and those who missed it have something
to regret.
Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow included Mr. and Mrs. Gus Winegreave, Bismarck, N. D.; Charles Lyons,
Aitken, Minn.; Andy Anderson, Detroit
Lakes, Minn., (who is just back from a
pleasure jaunt to Havana and Florida) ;
Don Buckley, Redwood Falls, Minn.; John
Anderson, Plankington, S. D.; Jack
Wright, Red Wing, Minn.; F. J. Ujka,
Larimore, N. D., and George Westerman,
Milaca, Minn.

Ben Spewack, the capitalist, undecided
as yet where to build his new theatre . . .
J. R. McPherson, National Screen district
manager, in from Chicago . . . Eddie Ruben to Sioux Falls, S. D„ to inspect his
new theatre there . . . Henry Herbel, Warner Bros.’ district manager, in town . . .
At the end of the \A.th week, and with
only two left to go, Warner Bros.’ exchange here still was in first place in its
district which continued to lead the entire
United States . . . After
kado” unit, the Wayne
comes into the Orpheum
tional stage shows are on
LeRoy
his desk

the swing “MiKing orchestra
and two addithe horizon.

Smith, M-G-M booker, is back at
after a vacation in Missouri and

Arkansas . . . Jeanette MacDonald, M-G-M
star, comes into the Northwest on her concert tour this month, but the nearest
she’ll get to Minneapolis is Rochester,
Minn. She also will appear at Sioux Falls,
S. D. . . . The St. Paul Orpheum had a
big week with Stepin Fetchit and Lou
Breese, etc., on the stage. The show

Advertise
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City — Don

Davis,

winning

two

out of three from Cinema Club, bounded
to the top of the Variety Bowling League
this week, supplanting Cresswell, who won
only one match in six. In playing off three
postponed encounters, Cresswell was
whitewashed by Finton Jones, and then
dropped two to the Variety Barkers.
RESULTS
Cinema
Club
I)on Davis
Film Delivery . . . .
Dubinsky Bros. . . .
Cresswell

Photos

LAST
787
734
847
910
817

WEEK

822
820
912
930
829
811
807

1
W.

778
872

2385
2428

805
930

2087
2713

884 2512
838 2550
851
840
854
831 2514
757
875 2478
872
Postponed Game
Cresswell Photos
700
772
839 2377
Finton Jones
844 2587
TEAM
STANDINGS
Lost
801
. 43
Don
Davis
32
Cresswell Photos . . .
42
33
Won
Cinema
Club
41
41
34
Finton Jones
43
35
National Screen
46
.. 39
36
40
34
Variety Barkers . . .
.. 32
Dubinsky Bros. . . .
Andy
Film Delivery ....
594; . 29
HltiH SCORES
Anderson,
B alter Lambader,
Variety Barkers . .
Finton Jones
National Screen . . .

Jimmie
Lewis, 588; Fred
Meyn,
Pritchett, 557; Leon Abraham,
551.

2
L.

2

1

1

2

21

12

2
21

1
21

0

3

3Pet.0
.573
.560
.547
.520
.533
.453
.427
591;
.387

558;

Bill

NEXT
WEEK’S
SCHEDULE
Finton Jones vs. Film Delivery.
Don Davis vs. Barkers.
Dubinslcy Bros. vs. National Screen.
Cresswell Photos vs. Cinema
Club.

played to larger returns
attraction in years.

than

any

similar

Phil Dunas, Columbia district manager,
was a visitor . . . Harry Hirsch, Gayety
impresario, confined to his home by a
mild attack of flu .. . President W. A.
Steffes of Northwest Allied off to New
York to complete plans for the national
Allied States convention here June 13-15
Joe Jacobs writes to his friends here that
he likes his new post as Columbia branch
manager in Omaha.
A1 Putz, M-G-M office manager, is driving a new Chrysler . . . Unseasonably cold
weather and snowstorms is hurting business plenty . . . Joe Fieldman, Universal
salesman, is recovering from a minor
operation which had him confined to Asbury Hospital for a few days . . . A1 Myles,
Universal home office playdate auditor, in
town . . . Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district
manager, visited the Des Moines exchange
. . . Bill Crystal, Grand National branch
manager, visited northern Minnesota and
North Dakota accounts . . . Business is so
good at National Screen that they’ve had
to give Ray Hurwitz, head booker, additional office space.

Katherine Hohn, St. Paul miss, won a
five-year contract with RKO in the Lasky
sear ch-f or -talent contest . . . Frank Eisenberg, United Artists salesman, has invested in a new Buick . . . RKO here in
seventh place nationally in the George
Schaefer drive and climbing ... At 20thFox here, every employe has just received
a bonus check, representing a share of the
prize money won by the Minneapolis office in the S. R. Kent sales contest. The
local branch finished seventh nationally.
It wound up in third place in the short
subjects’ drive, thus copping additional
prize money . . . Max Roth, Republic district manager, a visitor.

Fu
y erRefuTogepes'
VarndietOv
Minneapolis — A

final

report

on

the

Twin City Variety Club’s refugees’ relief
fund drive, submitted at a club meeting,
shows that the campaign went over the
top, with $200 more than the $25,000 goal
being realized. One-third of the sum each
will be turned over to the Jewish-European.
Catholic and Christian refugee committees.
Theodore Hays, grand old man of the
show business here, paid a tribute to the
leadership of Chief Barker W. A. Steffes
in the successful campaign.
“We should vote our appreciation
Chief Barker Steffes from the bottom
our

hearts,”

said Hays.

“This

was

to
of

a big

thing handled in a big way. It couldn’t
have been put over without Steffes’ dynamic drive. He deserves 90 per cent of
the credit. As one of the soldiers who did
their part, nothing ever has given me
greater satisfaction. Everybody should be
happy

in having

had

a

part

in such

a

deserving enterprise.”
Steffes declared that the “men who did
the work” deserved the major part of the
credit. At the same time, he pleaded for
the members to show greater interest in
their club and to give time, money and
effort more freely for charitable pursuits.
Hays said the campaign was a conception of Steffes’ heart and mind and
pointed out that the public now knows
that the Twin City Variety club stands for
charity. The club gave a rising vote of
thanks to Steffes.
It was announced that Steffes and Ben
Blotcky of Paramount, chosen delegates to
the national Variety Clubs’
Detroit, had thrown the

convention in
$200 expense

money allowed each of them into a jackpot to be divided among all other club
members

who

also would go to Detroit. Approximately ten members already have
signified their intention to attend, among
them Abe Kaplan, George Granstrom, Bill
Elson and Ben Friedman. The railroad

fare is $35, the cost of a banquet ticket
$10 and there also is the cost of a hotel
room for one night in Detroit.
Chief Barker Steffes appointed committees to investigate the proposed installation of portable fireproof booths in institutions where the club shows films. The
St. Paul committee comprises George
Granstrom, Abe Kaplan and Hiller Hoffman; the Minneapolis, Theodore Hays,
Ben Blotcky and Eddie Ruben.

Remodeled

Minne

Is Reopened
Omaha — The

in Omaha

Minne

reopened Sunday
sive remodeling.

Lusa

Lusa

Theatre

after undergoing

here

exten-

New seats, sound equipment and lighting effects have been installed and the
house redecorated.
Owner C. M. Olsen has announced that
Bob Bertram, formerly with the Maryland
Theatre, will manage the house.
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is constructing

Simon GalitzJci has opened the Novelty
to give him a third house in Topeka, Kas.
He is operating on a policy of double features shown for 10 cents part of the week
and 15 cents the remainder .
Don’t blame us if you’ve heard this one.
Call W. P. Bernfield of UA. Seven lads
were trying to divide $28 into seven equal
parts. One offered to try it by division.
“Let’s see, seven won’t go into two, but
goes into eight one time with a one left
over. Bringing back the one, we have 21,
and seven will go into that three times.
Answer, $13.”
“That’s not right,” another lad protested. “It won’t check. Well multiply to
prove it. Let’s see, seven times one is
seven; seven times three is 21, 21 plus 7
is 28. Yeah,

I guess

“Here, let me
another offered.

you’re

right.”

check it by
He set down

addition,”
seven in-

dividual 13’s, added the first column, which
gave him seven, and then added the second column, which gave him 21, or a total
of 28.
They settled the matter not by addition,
subtraction or multiplication, but by altercation.

Kansas City — David Dallas, formerly in
Oklahoma and Texas with the Griffith
and other theatres, has been placed in
charge of the Uptown and Dickinson theatres at Parsons, Kas. Dallas succeeds
Harold
ferred.

Modlin,

Hollywood — Ray Milland has signed a
straight three-year acting contract at Paramount.

On

Co. has appointed

the lion’s roar.

Harrison Forman, noted cameraman who
was technical director for the Columbia
film, “Lost Horizon,” lectured and showed
motion pictures on “The Far East Aflame”
in the Music Hall Tuesday night. He was
presented as a speaker for the Jewish
Community Center Cultural series. His
latest explorations took him through the
high plateaus of Tibet, the Chinese war
front and flood areas.

Writes Republic Story
Hollywood — “Girls of the Road,” a Herman Schlom production at Republic, is being scripted by Norton S. Parker.

John Garfield Starrer
Hollywood — “Benefit of Mankind,” a
John Garfield starrer, will be produced
by Sam Bischoff at Warner Bros.
::

April 15, 1939

shifts in personnel

F. E. Ritter of the Isis-Apollo now is manager at the Tower, and has with him Harry
Biederman, who has been assisting in the
suburban situation.
Ritter succeeds Henry Rodick, who goes
to the Uptown as manager. Charles
Barnes, who has been at the Uptown as
house manager, goes to the Linwood as
manager. Owen “Doc” Hitchler moves
from the Linwood to the Vista.
Morrill Moore of the Warwick and Isis
now is at the Isis-Apollo. Glen Carroll
of the Rockhill goes to the Warwick, and
Ralph Wallace of the Vista goes to the
Rockhill.
Dale Havelone of the Madrid now is

the Liberty, Marysville, Mo., and temporarily has been succeeded by Jack Mayes
of Beatrice, Neb.

FOR

THE

EXHIBITOR

— —

CITY TERRITORY

AND

SUPPLIES

AIR CONDITIONING

Peterson "Freezem" Mlg. & Sales Co.
Blowers, washers, spray nozzels, office and
home units.

HA.

Offer — Priced

National

St.

Phone:

Blvd.

18th St.

Tel'. HArrison

Phone:

Theatre Equipment
Wichita, Kas.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

EXHIBITOR

0134

2-2153

ASSOCIATIONS

K. M. T. A.
128 W.

18th St. —

Harrison

and Service
St.

W. P. Humston

Independent Theatre Owners Association
1214 Brush Creek Road — VAlentine 2770
E. E. Webber jr„ Pres. John Wolfberg, Sec.

John Staple, Pres.

Equipment

HA

4783

3345

SOUND

4825

R. 'R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

ENGINEER

ENGINEER

C. R. BUTLER

Sound System Installation and Service
Midwest Service Corporation
2606 Monterey St.
St. Joseph, Mo.

Co., Indp't
Phone

Sound

SERVICE

1818 Wyandotte

Co.

GRand

SERVICE

K. C. SOUND
Syncrofilm

Great Western Stage Equipment Co.
817 Holmes St.
T. L. Greening, Mgr.
Phone: Victor 9078

C. H. Badger, Mgr.

City, Mo.

Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation

Victor 8796

Stebbins Theatre Equipment
1804 Wyandotte St.

18th St. — Kansas

SOUND

Central Theatre Equipment Company
Western Electric - Mirrophonic Sound
Motiograph Projectors
E. C. Leeves, General Manager
130 W.

and

Corp.

VI. 3535
109 W.

A. A. Electric Machinery Co.
Ernest Amoneno, Mgr.
1117 Cherry

Air Conditioning

Engineering

to Sell.

Why Pay More?
G. A. Peterson
1389
316 Southwest
Kansas City, Mo.

Southwest
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Julian King, former local M-G-M salesman and until recently with the company
in Denver, has been transferred to Chicago
under

Ten

DIRECTORY

A HANDY

EQUIPMENT

Leeves’ Central Equipment Co. as another
distributor for their product in the local
territory.

as representative

Baseball Story

TRADE
—

City —

been made by Fox Midwest Theatres, particularly in Kansas City houses.

managing the Brookside, and Paul Reinke
of the Brookside shifts to the Madrid.
Glen Hall has resigned as manager of

Hollywood — “Hit and Run,” a baseball
story Warner is planning for June production, will be directed by William McGann.

Special
Carbon

Kansas
have

is being trans-

a show

Add Omaha “Union Pacific” premiere
reservations: R. A. Higdon, Kansas City
theatre broker.
National

who

Three- Year Milland Pact

the Row: H. C. Musgrave, Minneapolis, Kas.; Rob Montgomery , Independence, Kas.; Joe Lenski, Pittsburg, Kas.;
Glen Klock, Fredonia and Neodesha, Kas.;
W. F. McDowell, Caldwell, Kas.
is going to open

“Hap”

Lew Chatham, theatre manager with
Griffith for some years, and recently of
Norman, Okla., takes over the Booth at
Independence, Kas., succeeding Ted Siler,
who is being transferred.
The Griffith-Dickinson Theatres, Inc.,
is the new name of the Dickinson circuit
since H. J. and R. E. Griffith assumed
joint ownership and management with
Glen W. Dickinson last week. H. J. Griffith is engaged with operation here.

Along

E. H. Hitchcock
at Skidmore, Mo.

Fox Midwest Shifts
Ten in Kaycee

Phones
“Service

2-4012 — 2-4115

As Near

SCREEN
Alexander
Motion

As Your

Telephone

PUBLICITY
Film

Company

Picture Advertising

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa
239 East 72nd Terrace
Phone:

Hlland

2694
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J^ATE SANDLER and Morris Smith were
standing in the gutter (remember, I said
“standing”) in front of the Orpheum Saturday with that gigantic crowd Emil
Franke enticed there to see a midnight
showing of “Yes, My Darling Daughter”
. . . Franke must have had enough biz
to satisfy even him, because “Stagecoach”
apparently played to capacity up until
midnight . . . Clayton says that Donald
the wee timid-souled whiskey drummer in the film, could floor any man in
the cast with a mere twist of the wrist
(Ken dined with them during the filming
in Hollywood, you know, and Trevor was

4

Meek,

the gal involved in that too-much-discussed embarrassing moment of his) .
Elmer

Tilton

should

take

notice

of the

Register’s Sunday Magazine cover and then
pat his Marian Temple on the hack. Marian was on her toes so Clayton used the
color shot from “Man of Conquest” . . .
M. A. Levy, from Minneapolis, and J. E.
.
Scott from Omaha were here this week
. . . Levy is national drive leader for Fox
next year, so this territory will he working
harder than ever to make a showing for
him.
Stan

Mayer

is back

from

parts

east,

including New York, Washington and Chicago, with a lot of good stories and good
reviews of “Helzapoppin” and “The American Way.” Ida Peters’ mother made her

is honking
Buick.

—

Tri-States

How’s

about

has a pretty wife . . . veree

Yeah,

we

mean

you, Roy

Lepo-

Looks as though H. V. Leppert of Dyersville undertakes an awful lot. He is an
exhibitor, operates a poster advertising
firm, and is a mortician.
Rubel,

DM

Pioneer

circuit hot-

shot, says he’s the champ. Jacobs
Stansell of Fox don’t believe it.

and

. . . April 7 was Mary Allen's birthday —
there was a party on Minnie Hudgell of
Central States for the same reason . . .
“Cannonball” Lee looks too cute in that
new green fedora.
Art Anderson has gone highbrow on the
Row. He attended both the classic ballet
and “Faust” recently — is he really serious
about toe dancing as a profession? If
you’re still curious, Art got tanned from
here way down to here under a sun-lamp
at the “Y” . . . The bowling team won
two out of three Monday because Bing
Miller was absent and a hot-shot substitute (not off the Row) was on hand to
fill in . . . Lionel Wasson is getting gray
worrying over getting gray.

Frank Greenland is rushing the season
toy going on a slack and sport shirt diet
already — looks nice, too . . . D. M. friends
want to throw a few grains of rice at the
bride and Fred Miller, formerly with Fox
here and now in Omaha . . . Alice Weaver
deserted the Fox offices for two weeks in

Ruth Stafford’s feet still hurt . . . Jack
Kennedy at Metro gave Don West Hague
& Hague for extra dates secured during
his drive — there’s your cue, Mayer and
Tilton! . . . Lloyd Taylor took the fateful step April 8 at Dennison, Iowa.

SHUCKS!
the

Tall

Corn

of Forest City
rather fish.

—

By

RENE

. . . “Min”

.

McCLUSKEY

Brown

would

co

mm

en

Leo Wolcott,
president from
his sure-fire
etc.

Add to list of exhibitor pilots: Ernie
Cass of Strawberry Point, Charles Recker
of Buffalo Center and Franklyn Brown

Allied Exhibitors’
Eldora, has been

personality

tors with "the bad, bad

on

capable
turning

those

Bank

Night

legislabills,”
He

is
and Cedar
hi
disposition, s

Commuting between Marion
Rapids must be good for the
we

When

can’t find anyone

who

doesn’t

G. E. Mershon’s!

W. A. Middleton

no, he means
does he mean

of Iowa

Falls says

on-nay, they claim. What
when he says, yes, if ever?

April 9 was the reopening date for
the Olympic Theatre at Lenox. Mrs. E. G.
Holben

has it remodeled

to a fare-ye-well

. . . Cheer up, Mike Galer, of Albia, you’ll
soon be over this convalescing period after
your appendectomy.
The

Row

Decorah,
The Masonic convention here last week
brought Will Eddy up from Indianola. The
recent basketball tourney brought L. A.
Kuhl from Corning.

80

new

the “G” ahead of Branton’s moniker stands for? (We know, but we just
want to start the rest of you wondering.)

because

If that Madrid, la., wine is as good as
Filmrowers say, what are the chances of a

Frank

a

says, “ nothing elaborate” noncommittally when we ask him . . . wonder

brag about

sample?
vitz.

got

seem to be “agin” it. Chances are that
the regular Variety dues will be adjusted
for this group, although there are other
factors aside from dues to be considered

tellin’ it to the boss?

Bill Mark, father, runs one theatre in
Grinnell . . . George Mark, son, runs the
other. George is a candid camera fiend
with dark room, enlarger and pretty little
daughter who poses to aid and abet him.
Bob Bernau
pretty.

days — he’s

at Metro

There are rumors on the Row of a
Variety Club for bookers, but managers

what

From

jyjANY thanks to the exhibitors who’ve
been saying they like this column . . .

these

City . . . Jerry Banta

is getting interested in the price of codliver oil and bassinets.

The good word this week is “cachinnate.”
Harry Holdsberg , Ken Clayton, Don Allen
and Speed Lambert seem to cachinnate
about nothing when together . . . Tri-States
has its staff spread all over the Paramount Bldg, while the new offices are
being fixed . . . Over at Central States
they tell us about plans for these offices
in extravagant terms, but G. Ralph at

...AW,
— — —

Oklahoma

the smartest light-weight suit, a sort of
oxford gray with mulberry design . . .
Leo McKechneay is getting busy with his
lettuce and radish-raising activities . . .
Joe Deitch, we hear, is another camera
fan and takes some lovely pictures . . .
Pete Dana from Kaycee accompanied Jerry
Spandau to Pittsburgh Thursday for the
burial of Mrs. Spandau . . . Jerry will remain there until April 18 . . . Bill Toney

who

will miss
passed

Ellen
away

B. Larsen

of

recently.

We had a coke with E. W. Kerr of Council Bluffs Friday and found out the following which we pass on to our multitudinous (?) readers:
1. He is a bachelor (why?)
2. He has a new Buick (Paid for!)
3. He likes roast beef (at least he ate it)

Where’d

t)
you

get

those

pictures,

Nate

Sandler . . . tst! tst! What’d Northwood
think? . . . The theatre at Panora, la.,
has changed hands.
It’s safety pins and oblong underwear
in September for the M. E. McClains of
Charles City.
mo
th
er
Carter
English of Centerville is a dog
’s
an He has a cute purp who is often
fancier.
ge
l
the sole reason
for tiips to DM and the
ch
il
Vet.
d
(N
o
Those “in the know” have it that Henry
Plude, assistant Paramount manager in
Cedar
end
young
about

Rapids, makes those frequent weektrips just to keep an eye on a certain
lady at Central States . . . more
this romance next week.
off the Park

Theatre

at Clear Lake ready to open about
tion Day . . . That new home

Joe Cole is dusting

Decoraof Tom

Arthur’s up there gets talked about a lot
down here. Tom and his Mason City manager, Mr. Nicol, were in this week . . . They
say N. C. Rice of Algona hurrys through
his booking so he can get into a turkish
bath here.
Dick Phillips of Charles City has a swing
(Continued on next page)
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Many Film Stars to
Omaha's Premiere
Omaha — Joel McCrea, Barbara Stanwyck and Akim Tamiroff, featured players in “Union Pacific,” will head a long
list of Paramount film stars attending the
world premiere of the picture here April
28.
Announcement of stars and featured
players expected was made last week by
Y. Frank Freeman, studio production
chief, to Evert R. Cummings, Tri-States
Theatres district manager.
Freeman said Omaha can count on the
presence of Martha Raye, Lloyd Nolan,
Lynne Overman, who has an important
part in the picture; Katherine DeMille,
John Howard, Betty Grable, Evelyn Keyes,
Patricia Morison, Joyce Matthews and
Judith Barrett.
The production
is being adjusted
other top bracket
Their names will
as it is certain
man said.

schedule at Paramount
in an effort to permit
stars to make the trip.
be announced as soon

they can

be present, Free-

Impressed by plans for the Omaha premiere, many other stars from other studios
are expected to make the trip.

... AW,

SHUCKS!
(Continued

from

band, and recently played his clarinet at
the Charles Theatre in an amateur contest (no chips, though) . . . Gentlemen, the
president, Jerry Gerbracht of the Chariton
Chamber of Commerce.
Everybody’s talking about Joe Gerbrecht’s
green ensemble with the yellow scarf and
hankie to match in the Hollywood manner. Get it in Ames, Joe?
Ray

Johnson,

operator

for H. G. Moore

at Cummings, la., is a hero. He’s in the
hospital at DM with a seriously burned
arm which he received when he flipped
a flaming reel out of the projector. It
flew out the window and beneath a car
parked in front of the theatre. Johnson
managed to get it from under the car
without damaging anything but his arm.
The

Bartlett Bros, of Titonka are as inseparable as the famous lies and McKinney duo. Lewis is known as a prankster,
and Raymond is the most accommodating
guy you ever met. They make some good
home films to show at their theatre.

preceding

page)

an expert

on haberdashery.

Izaak Walton’s cronies: Ed Mason of
Osage and Bill Frank of Humboldt . . .
Bobby Jones enthusiasts: Leo Wolcott, Eldora; Walter Peterson, Hampton; Wayne
Dutton, Manchester, and Louis Gaines
of Fairfield is Bobby himself, if scores
don’t lie.
Barney Brotman of Moline was around
this week; so was Frank Bandy of Britt
who hasn’t been seen on the Row for six
months . . . L. E. Palmer has him beaten,
though, because he showed up this week
from Postville for the first time in two
years. He usually books by phone. The
Smith Bros (ix-na on the eards-ba) from
Corydon were noticed chinning with DM
bookers, too.
Floyd

Puffer

of Cresco

will go

a

long

way for a fight; if there isn’t one in DM,
he drives on to look one up in Minneapolis.

manage

Harry Pace, formerly the exhibitor at
West Union, will take over the Audubon
Theatre from Art Miller May 1.

Grand Island Joins in
On Beard Growing

to get such hot bookings that he can’t
get advertising or trailers for the pictures
he’s showing?

Mrs. Bly McCrea opened her recently
acquired Newell, Iowa, theatre last week

Grand Island, Neb. — Beards are sprouting here to help celebrate the arrival of
the Union Pacific special train April 27

H. N. Schrodt wants his friends in
Estherville to know that no Fords are used

en

by Iowa

How

route to Omaha and the world premiere of “Union Pacific.”
Local citizens are anxious to add color

to the train’s stop and whisker growing
is an old art in Grand Island. Local
townsfolk raised beards in 1932 when Hall
county celebrated its 75th anniversary.

does N. C. Rice

of Algona

Film.

Marvin Graybeal is subbing for Cashier
Helen Bolling at the Roosevelt in DM.
Her father died.
There are a lot of rumors
Row about Ray Lumsden of

along the
Iowa City

and

Expected

G. H. Carl of Paton, la., came to DM
to do some booking, but spent all his time

to Be Razed

Lincoln — Two theatrical landmarks appear doomed to go here, but not without
a general hand from theatre row. Tire
Strand, old time shooting gallery, just 50
feet from the busiest corner in town and
which

made Bob Livingston a small fortune in the 11 years he operated it, is

being torn down to make
theatrical enterprise. It
demned as a theatre for
Next to go is believed
which

room for a nonhad been conseveral years.
to be the Sun,

will be incorporated into an adjoining hamburger dispensary, the rear

end hollowed
These moves

out to make a drive-in space.
will clean up two sources of

On Maryville House
Maryville, Mo. — Construction is going
ahead rapidly on the 800-seat theatre C. E.
“Doc” Cook is building here on West Third
St. Robert Boiler of Kansas City drew up
the plans and building is under the supervision of Walter Fleet, also of Kansas City.
BOXOFFICE

two-week-

lobby

dis-

plays in 40 spots around the state.
handling Missouri and Kansas, too.

He’s

Hoese

All Jack

has

Bauma

those

Revolvo

of Pocahontas

Dirty

Faces.”
is Dr.

Bill Eddy of Indianola is an ex-banker
. . . he used to handle more money,
self.
maybe, but now he handles more for himHal Sheridan
and

of the Paramount

Stan

Brown,

former

in Cedar
district

manager for DM who now is in Los Angeles, have a daily chat via short wave.
Note to Hal from Speed Lambert: Drop
us a line and let us know how Stan is.
Stolte

of Tri-States

invites you

to breakfast don’t go. With a shocking
disregard for upper plates and all, Art
can’t resist tempting guests with crispy
cardboard pancakes and chewy rubber

will talk

about these days is that trip he’s planning
into Canada.

doughnuts. This is straight from longsuffering friends who have almost eaten
them . . . Chick Friedman won the $10
from Stroud — the dough is supposed to

We’ll verify all those nice things the
Filmrow gals say about Marvin Fosse . . .
we saw him booking up at Warner Monday
. . . oh boy!

go to charity, and don’t forget you said
so, Chick (I suppose he’ll pull that old
one about its starting at home.)

The
on

Forward

new

With

Katherine Davis of Montezuma
Davis as well as Exhibitor Davis.

If Art
Bob

opposition worry in this town which already is with teeth in neck all around.

Construction

the score, Ray?

screening a shot of that
old daughter of his.

“Angels

Rapids

Two Lincoln Oldtimers

$80. What’s

with

the

Howard

Howard

Pollards

Row

this week,

of Reinbeck
but

nobody

were
saw

. . . Mrs. Pollard got all the attention in that smart purple ensemble!

A. T. Chado, who operates theatres at
Riverside and Oxford, and Lynn Fix,
operator at Cedar Rapids, spent a lot of
time talking things over with A1 Bair
Monday.
J. V. Gerbrecht

at Ames

The Norman Hansens opened Easter after extensive remodeling of their Woodward Theatre . . . A. O. Ludwig opened in
Adair Friday . . . Service Theatre Supply in D. M. sold both houses chairs and
other equipment.

RKO

Adds

McConville

Hollywood — RKO
has added Bernard
O’Brien.
McConville to its writing staff. He is
working on an untitled story for George

is a pilot and
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Exhibitors Again
Yield to M-G-M

Siegel

capitulate again to the company’s demand
for four percentage pictures in the 193940 contract, the same as they have done
the past three years in the face of an
avowed determination to insist on flat
rentals.
This

is indicated

leading

1HI A Two-Day Meeting in
Des Moines Is Set

•pALK at Universal and United Artists is
on pending trips to sales meetings. The
Universal crew, headed by Manager Otto

Minneapolis — While Twin City independent exhibitors are bitterly opposed to
percentages, their eagerness to line up
M-G-M
product will induce them to

by

mi A

by the attitude

shown

independents in private conversations. Most of them seem to regard

will leave Monday night for Chicago. Included in the party will be Larry
Hensler, A1 Hill and Iz Weiner, salesman,
and Booker John Harms.
United Artists force will head for Los
Angeles early in May. Manager D. V.
McLucas, Harry Barker, Bill Barker, Ed
Rostermundt and Jay Schlank will he
shouting

“California

Here

I Come.”

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hower and son,
Bobby, Worthington, Minn., stopped along
Filmrow Monday en route back
ter a trip to Florida.

home

af-

M-G-M product as a “necessity.”
M-G-M will take 40 per cent for four of
its pictures on Saturday and Sunday preferred playdates, or will permit the exhibitor to play the four on a straight

John Wangberg, manager of the Kansas
City RKO
office, was here over Easter.
Likewise Dick Stahl, Universal, from Minneapolis.

guarantee any day of the week.
pany believes this a fair offer.

W.
state

The

com-

There were four percentage pictures on
the M-G-M current year contract but thus
far there have been only two submitted,
“Boys Town”
Hardy pictures
exhibitors flat.

and “Sweethearts.” The
all have been given to the

A survey just made shows that exhibitors in this territory feel that M-G-M
and Warner Bros, have delivered by far
the best boxoffice product this year. It’s
an old story as far as M-G-M
is concerned.

A. Overturf, Paramount, was outlast week calling on exhibitors at

Grand

Island and Hastings . . . Julia Anderson visited home town friends in Des
Moines over Easter.
The

Easter

Parade

found

the

Filmrow

citizenry out in force. John Harms, Universal hooker, got a hig jump on the hoys,
however . . . He was sparkling in a new
suit three days in advance.
Leon Dizon, Warner Bros, salesman, had
his art work on display last week. One
original drawing entitled “Lonely Honey?”
is the choice bit . . . Our apologies to Ed
Rostermundt for misspelling his name.

" Can't

Take

It

With

Held by Seventh
Minneapolis — For

You"

St.

the second

Carl

time

un-

der its present subsequent-run policy, Bill
Elson’s Seventh Street Theatre held over
a picture, “You Can’t Take It With You,”
a full second week. The picture previously
played two weeks at the Orpheum and one
at the Orpheum downtown. It also ran a
full week at the Uptown, Minnesota
Amusement Co. neighborhood house, and
then

immediately was thrown into the circuit’s lower admission Granada, a block
away, for another week. Moreover, practically all neighborhood houses have
played it and held it over for extended
engagements.

“Hy” Chapman, Columbia branch manager, says the picture will be re-sold to
Twin City accounts immediately, starting
with 25 -cent runs.

Lincoln Product Tangle
Is Partially Solved
Lincoln — Straightening out partially the
backed up tangle here in relation to J. H.
Cooper-held films which have long
unplayed, Paramount has sold some

been
first

runs to Bob Livingston’s Capitol, which
normally a second run house.

is

RKO

Radio, the biggest sufferer in lagging dates, has been allowed to peddle
eight first and second run actions and
westerns to George O. Monroe’s Colonial,
which is 50-50 partner with Cooper’s dire
opposition, the Nebraska Theatres, Inc.
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Reese, 20 th-Fox salesman, has resigned to accept a position with Republic
in Iowa . . . Ralph Olson, formerly with
Universal, has joined the RKO sales staff.
Will Singer, Brandeis manager,
in Chicago the past week.

visited

Exhibitors from the Omaha territory
checking in last week included Mr. and
Mrs. John Hoffsinger, Capitol, Madison,
Neb.; Fay Honey, Tecumseh, Tecumseh,
Neb.; Paul Haeker, who has just returned
from a trip to Florida, Parrot, Alma, Neb.;
C. C. Moore, Dunlap, Dunlap, la.; Fred
Wickman, Lyric, Tekamah, Neb.; Albert
M. Bang, Bend, North Bend, Nebr.
Dimes are making dollars for Arthur
Kimball, Omaha Theatre electrician, who
is saving them for a trip for the family
and himself to the San Francisco fair.
Kimball started the dime campaign last
November and already has $45 in a coffee
can.
The

Brandeis Theatre has pledged license and pound fees for ten dogs to the
Vernon and Irene Castle Foundation to
rescue
The
ago
dogs.

dogs from pounds for worthy children, who cannot afford to pay the fees.
foundation was organized here a week
by prominent Omahans interested in

Manager Bill Miskell of the Orpheum
is laying awake nights these days figuring
out how to handle traffic for the world
premiere

of “Union

Pacific”

here April 28.

Des

Moines — The

latest

draft

of

the

Trade

Practice Code, the Neely (antiblock booking) bill, and Iowa legislation
inimical to the trade will be taken up by
Allied-ITO of Iowa and Nebraska at their
annual spring convention here, April 1718, at Hotel Kirkwood.
A luncheon at which local exchange and
circuit representatives will be guests, will
open the convention, with a series of
screenings also scheduled.
Among other business, a vacancy on the
board of directors will be filled.

'Castles' and 'Victory'
Singled by Brandeis
Omaha — The Brandeis Theatre’s policy
of single features for all big films probably will give the house a four-week run
with two features.
“The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle”
(RKO) is in its second week now, and
“Dark

Victory”

< FN ) , scheduled

to open

Thursday, appears a cinch for a two-week
run.
Only big picture for the house which
hasn’t run unwedded, was “Love Affair”
(RKO i and the holdover wasn’t exactly
expected.
“Yes, My Darling Daughter” (FN) also
ran singly but failed to live up to expectations. Some thought it might have
done better with a second feature but the
picture opened after a week of front page
publicity with

censor

troubles.

Small Upward Trend Is
Manifest in Lincoln
Lincoln — The business picture on theatre Row here is somewhat divided. Lincoln Theatres Corp. houses, three in number, according to City Manager Bob Huffman, are about 10 per cent better in ledger
position than for the first quarter in 1938.
A slight gain is also showing at Bob
Livingston’s independent Capitol.
Due to shortage of product, which is
demanding occasional forced holdovers, the
Nebraska Theatres, Inc., are staying about
even with 1938. First weeks on the good
pictures have been strong enough to have
shown the string of three houses an equal
gain, but the light second

weeks

cut down.

Three Ownership Shilts
Ellected in Omaha Area
Omaha — Change

of ownership

houses in the local trade
nounced.

in three

territory are an-

Stanley Blackburn has purchased the
Mainstreet at Fremont, Neb., from R. R.
Booth. Tire house has a 360 capacity.
The Emerson at Emerson, Neb., has been
transferred from Roy Hingst to August
Hingst.
C. E. Werden, who recently purchased
the Capitol at Hartley, la., has sold the
Broadway at Centerville, S. D., to Ernie
Koeniguer.
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SDIT FOR RELEASE FROM BOOKING DEAL WITH
COOP FILED BY RAY SCHREIBER IN DETROIT
to contract

Palmer Park, the House
Involved, Has Joined
Mutual Theatres
Detroit — Another

bomb

was

tossed

into

the independent booking setup in this territory by the filing of a suit in Wayne
county circuit court on behalf of Ray
Schreiber’s Palmer Park Theatre against
Cooperative Theatres of Michigan. The
Palmer Park Theatre, as plaintiff, asks
to be released from its allegedly illegal
contract with Cooperative, asks return of
$250 paid in cash for Coop stock, and

for pictures

desired

by

this

Citing the refusal of Coop to admit the
plaintiff.”
four Midwest Theatres — the lower Woodward group that Roy Schreiber took over
last summer from his uncle, Jacob, which
did not direclty involve the Palmer Park,
as Ray built that house earlier himself
— it is stated that “the reason for the refusal was that the latter theatres are in
direct competition with other theatres
owned
by he was
said ‘selfish
few’.”
Reference
made to
the
Theatre,
with

the

charging
owners

that Coop

Ferndale

is conspiring

of the Ferndale

to pre-

vent William Schulte’s opposition Radio
City from obtaining suitable pictures.

asks for a temporary injunction restraining Coop from booking pictures for the
house.
to

Background of the situation is familiar
readers of Boxoffice over the past

couple

of years, and Coop spokesmen recently indicated that they felt that the
Palmer Park, which withdrew to join

Theatres, the rival booking cooperative, had definite obligations to continue booking through Coop, for which
court action might be sought. The present
suit is apparently in answer.

ueegze"
"Sqrin
rborna Hea
Deaits
Awa

The Palmer Park withdrew from Coop,
it is said, on legal advice that the house
would be liable for the alleged illegal conduct (presumably restraint of trade as
charged) if it remained a member, but
that

Coop continues to insist upon booking for the house.
The latter situation appears to be that
Coop has continued to assign playdates
for films to the Palmer Park, since the
house withdrew, apparently in order to
protect its own interests in the matter.
Actual payment for the pictures played
has been made by Mutual Theatres which
also set the playdates actually used, General Manager Ray Moon of Mutual told
Boxoffice.

New Cooperative
Office in Cincq

Mutual

The

suit returns

to the familiar

charge

that Coop is ‘‘in effect an illegal combination in restraint of trade in violation of
the laws of Michigan.

Cleveland — Cooperative Theatres of
Ohio, now booking approximately 50 theatres in the northern Ohio area, will open

censorship impositions proposed for theatres in Dearborn, Detroit suburb.

a

Calling forth the greatest objection is
the local censorship proposal, which one

Harry Bugie, a Warner Bros, salesman
in the Cincinnati territory for the past 11
years, has joined Cooperative and will be
in charge of the new office.

the conand was
stock at
and half

film company (whose name is being withheld by request) countered by announcing
its intention of refusing to deliver films
to Dearborn houses should the censorship bill go through. It is assumed that
other distributors would follow suit.

terms of its contract, it (Coop) assumes dictatorial powers over its mem-

The curfew proposal is not essentially
more serious than that of various other
cities, and the maximum license, in some

bers, particularly this plaintiff,” the complaint alleges, “contracting for, assigning,
allocating films, contrary to (the

instances as high as $1,000, would probably be held illegal, is the opinion of interested exhibitors.

The

bill of complaint

recites that

house

joined Coop June 21, 1937,
tract to run until June 21, 1940,
required to take two shares of
par value of $250, half in cash
on a note.
“By

and

Detroit — Exhibitor queries notwithstanding, no date has as yet been set for
a hearing on the curfew, licensing and

theatre’s)
Specific

the

wishes.”
reference

is made

to

“Snow

White,” which, it is claimed, Coop refused
to book for the Palmer Park, despite the
theatre’s request, based upon many customer requests. Further, Coop, it is said,
threatened to declare the house in default
on its contract if it booked the picture at
all.
Charge Distributors Coerced
“The

policies of said defendant organization are dictated and controlled by a
few selfish individuals who own a controlling interest of the stock. Defendant
uses the combined purchasing power of
its members to coerce distributors of motion picture films to:
“1. Refuse to
non-members.

sell certain

pictures

to

“2. Refrain from selling any pictures to
certain non-members in direct competition with the ‘selfish few,’ thereby ‘starving’ said non-members out of business.

“3. Obtain favorable prices for pictures
desired by the ‘selfish few,’ while refusing

BOXOFFICE

:: April 15, 1939

ME

To Republic Convention
In New York by Plane
Cleveland — The local Republic boys
claim to be the first conventioneers to go
and return en masse to their annual convention by plane.
Nat L. Lefton, Republic franchise owner,
and his entire crew consisting of S. P.
Gorrell, sales manager; Frank Bellas, Redy
Norton, Jack Lefton, salesmen: A1 Gregg,
publicity director, and Leonard Mishkind,
booker, boarded a plane at the airport at
noon on Tuesday and at 2:30 p. m. of
the same day were in New York and on
their way to check in at the Grand Central Hotel, scene of the gathering.

Cincinnati office May 1 to service exhibitors in the southern Ohio territory.

Milton

A. Mooney

a corps of three bookers — Ray
Cohen and H. E. McManus.

Story to RKO

Hollywood — “All-Night Program,” a behind-the-scenes story of a radio station by
Lester Koenig, has been purchased by RKO.

the

booking

Frisz, Sidney

In Cincinnati, Cooperative has, to date,
signed up the John Elliott circuit of eight
houses, namely the Trimball and Tabb,
Mount Sterling, Ky.; Virginia, Somerset,
Ky.; Palace and Grand, Aurora, Ind.; Glen,
Georgetown, Ky„ and Lyric, Versailles,
Ky.: Warren Schaeffer’s houses in Morehead, Irvine and Carrollton, all in Kentucky; also the Plaza Theatre, Norwood,
Ohio, owned by Harold Bernstein, president of the Independent Theatre Owners
of Cincinnati.

His Chances Were
Slim, Indeed
Dover,
through

Ohio — William
his attorney,

R.

is suing

Bassett,
the Shea

Theatre Corp. for $500.25 for “operating a lottery" at the Bexley Theatre
here.
Bassett,

Radio

started

and buying unit in this territory last fall
with some 30 theatres. He is now servicing
50 houses out of Cleveland and maintains

Bank

who

Night,

said

went
he

to

the

show

on

filed the suit after

discovering he had only one
12,741 of winning a prize.

chance

in
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Convention Plans
Driving Barkers
Detroit — Active preparations for the
Variety Clubs of America Convention
here, April 28-29-30 went into the final
stages this week, with every member of
the club here, both active and associate,
busy on arrangements. Committee assignments are keeping everyone busy, and important new arrangements were being
completed.
Most important of the arrangements
was that of the midnight benefit show, to
be held at the Fox Theatre on Saturday,
April 29. Don Widlund, of Jam Handy
Studios, has been made chairman of the
general committee on that. An extensive
list of patrons and patronesses, including

His Excellency , the Barker —
As Gov. John W. Bricker (second from right) became an honorary member
of the Columbus Variety Club. Left to right, James Balmer, Duke Clark, Nat
Wolf, ex-governor George White, Governor Bricker, and John W. Harris,
national Variety Club president.

leading social figures of Detroit, will sponsor the affair. Judge Dewitt H. Merriam
Columbus — Variety

Club,

tent

two,

made

Gov.

John W. Bricker an honorary member in a gala ceremony. National chief
barker, John H. Harris, Pittsburgh, was
in charge of the ceremonies. Sec’y P. J.
Wood of the Ohio ITO served as toastmaster.
Prominent

guests

included:

National

doughguy, James Balmer, Hands Theatrical Enterprises, Pittsburgh; Duke Clark,
Paramount manager in Cleveland, and first
chief barker of the local tent; Joe Oulahan, manager of Paramount in Cincinnati,
and chief barker of that tent; Everett

this week

Barker

Ira

H.

Over 100 members and their special
guests attended the dinner, with the ladies
present for the dance that followed. Ted
Lewis, who has been appearing in person

Edgar Guest, world-famous poet, will be
a speaker at the convention, and will
write a special Creed for Variety, which
will be presented on that occasion for the
first time.

Powers,
staff.

Jack

Flanagan

at the RKO Palace, made a brief appearance. W. C. Pullins sr. is chief barker.

Cohn

named 20 delegates and five alternates to the national Variety Club convention which will be staged in Detroit,

April 27-30. Those named were selected
because of their record of activity. The
delegates are:
Ira H. Cohn, Ray Downey, I. Elmer Ecker, M. E. England, Harry Feldman, Archie
Fineman, Harry Feinstein, Mike Gallagher,
C. C. Kellenberg, Larry Katz, C. J. Latta,
Joseph Misrach, Art Morrone, Lew Lefton,
Jules Lapidus, Harry Seed, Brian McDonald, Jake Soltz, M. N. Shapiro, A1 Weiblinger. Alternates are A1 Weiss, Mark
Goldman, Joe Hiller, Dave Leff, Art Levy,
National delegates are Hairy Kalmine
and Harold Lund; alternates are Dr. A. I.
Wise and Mark Goldman.
Also attending from Pittsburgh are the
following national officers: John H. Harris,
Chief Barker of Variety Clubs of America;
John J. Maloney, national chairman Heart
of Variety committee; James G. Balmer,
national Dough Guy; John T. McGreevey,
national canvassman. Reservations may be
arranged by contacting Ira H. Cohn by
April 18.

Employe

Columbus — Walker

Theatre

84

engineer,

Ellis

Dies
Janes,

died of a heart

Grand

attack.

Among other leading
slated to attend are:

following a voluntary conference here between local independent interests, headed
by Wes s Huss and Harold Bernstein, and
the RKO Theatre circuit. Ike Libson acted for RKO.
a controversial

point, a first

run was defined as a two-week period.
Thus, regardless of the length of the firstrun engagement, the protection period over
independents begins at the end of the
second

week

of a first-run

Set Annual
Pittsburgh — Eleventh

engagement.

Fete
annual

banquet

C. C. Pettijohn
Herman
Wobber,

industry

figures

and D. J. Palfreyman, MPPDA;
general sales manager, William

C. Gehring, division manager, and
man,
eastern division manager,
Fox; W. F. Rodgers, E. W. Raron,
M-G-M.
E.
M. Saunders, E. K. O'Shea and

William Suss20th CenturyT. J. Connors,
J. J. Maloney,

Neil Agnew,
vice-president; Charles Reagan,
western division manager; J. Unger, division manager; Allen Usher, district manager, and M. A.
Milligan,
mount.

Canadian

general

manager,

of

Para-

Nate Blumberg, president; W. A. Scully, general sales manager; F. J. McCarthy, eastern sales
manager; W. J. Heineman, western sales manager;
E. F. Gomersall, district manager, and J. Cheever
Cowdin, chairman of the board of Universal.
Grad
Sears, general
sales manager;
Roy
Haines, eastern district manager; Robert Smeltzer, district manager
of Warner
Bros.
M. Silverstone, chairman
of the board; Harry
Buckley, vice-president; Harry Gold, eastern sales
manager; L. J. Schlaifer, western sales manager
of United Artists.
Harry Cohn, president and A. Montague, general sales manager
of Columbia Pictures.
E. W.
Hammons,
president and Ed Alperson,
general sales manager, Grand National.
George Schaefer, president; Jules Levy, general

of

Tent No. 1 has been arranged for Sunday
evening, October 15, at the William Penn
Hotel, according to an announcement this
week by Ira H. Cohn, chief barker. The
banquet date this year is set the day after
the Pitt vs. Duke University grid contest
here.

Stump
Theatre

of 20th Century-Fox; A1 Lichtman of
M-G-M;
Barney Balaban, president of
Paramount, and H. M. Warner, president
of Warner Bros.

Cincinnati — First runs with nine weeks
protection over subsequent run houses here
have had their clearance cut to seven,
and those previously favored by 42 days
have been reduced to 30 days clearance,

Heretofore

Industry speakers at the banquet, according to announcement of John E.
Flynn, general convention chairman, include Will H. Hays; Sidney Kent, president

Shave Protection
In Cincinnati

Name 20 Delegates
To Variety Meet
Pittsburgh — Chief

of the governor’s

is chairman of the sponsors’ committee.
Arrangements for the speakers and
honored guests at the banquet have been
placed in charge of Harold C. Robinson,
of Film Truck Service, in place of C. C.
Perry and William Carlson, present and
former chief barkers, who each have other
committee chairmanships.

Bennett, Dayton Palace and chief barker
of the Dayton tent; Nat Wolf, Cleveland
Warner manager and chief barker of that
club; Allen Moritz, Cincinnati Columbia
manager; Ex-Gov. George White; Mayor
Myron Gessaman of Columbus, and Don

Into Orma

Oema, W. Va. — Hollie Stump, formerly
partner with Bruce Haney in the Glenville Lyric, plans a local house.

sales

manager; E. L. McEvoy, eastern sales manager; II. M. Richey, promotion manager, and Ned
Depinet of RKO-Radio
Pictures.
J. Meyer Schine, Louis W. Schine, and George
V. Lynch, Schine Theatres, Inc., Gloversville, N.
Y. ; A. J. Kearney, Shea Chain, Inc., New
York;
M. J. Kallett, Kallett Theatres, Oneida, N. Y. ;
John

A. Nolan, Comerford Theatres Corp., Scranton. Pa.; M. A. Shea, Loew’s Theatres; Major
Louis Lazar, Bellefontaine, Ohio; Harry Kalmine
and M. A. Silver of Warner Brothers Theatres, at
Pittsburgh and Albany.

Set "Guizar's
Final"
Tito Guizar

Hollywood — Final
on the 1938-39

program

lease will be “The

Singing

BOXOFFICE
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JACK SOGG has traveled so far on the
road back to health that he is putting

Norka and Rialto, Akron; Peter Ruffo of
Niles and Paul Ellis of Warren, both Dan

in a couple of hours a day at his M-G-M
desk . . . John Urbansky, owner of the
Lorain Fulton and Jennings theatres, and

Robins
Rue.

Mrs.

George Pank has reopened his Marion
Theatre, Marion. The house was closed
several weeks for remodeling . . . Earl
Seitz of the State, Sandusky, and Strand,
Wadsworth, is spending his spare time

Urbansky left last week for an extended visit to the west coast which will
include the San Francisco Fair.
Peter

Rosian, former local Grand National branch manager, has joined Universal as special salesman-at-large, with
headquarters right here in Cleveland.
Harry Thompson, Schine booker, was
around the exchanges . . . Nate Schultz,
Monogram franchise owner who went to
Chicago to attend the preview of “Streets
of New York,” starring Jackie Cooper, is
usually pretty phlegmatic, but this picture
surely stirred
tives.

him

to the use

of superla-

Sam Stecker of Associated circuit and
Mrs. Stecker are back from a winter in
Florida . . . Mrs. Lena Stillwell of the
Bedford

Theatre, Bedford,
turned Miami Beacher.

Visitors of the Week:

is also a

J. A. Beidler

reand

son of Toledo; John Rundell of the Kaufman and Paramount theatres, Montpelier;
G. A. Swisher, Roxy, Minerva; Charles
Veach of Uhrichsville and Dennison; Leo
Jones, Star, Upper Sandusky; Willard Hart,

houses,

and

Joseph

White

of La-

fice, spent Easter weekend
er in Chicago . . . Warren

Columbus,

Ohio —

The

Ohio

supreme

court recently affirmed the right of an
employe to sue his employer for damages

Mrs. I. J. Schmertz with her daughter,
joy Norman < Estelle Sclimartz) , is back
from Hollywood in anticipatioji of the
May marriage of Raymond, son and heir
of 20 th-Fox branch manager and Mrs.
Schmertz. Esty, as she is known around
here, will return to the coast soon after
the wedding to continue her screen tests.

Nobody has been appointed to succeed
here when this was written.

him

Joe Leavitt, owner of the Independent
Screen Room, and Mrs. Leavitt are back
from a four-week vacation in Florida . . .
Word comes that the Phil Kendises of
Exhibitors Poster Service will be back

Co-operative Theatres of Ohio, operated
by Milton A. Mooney, has added the Erie
Theatre, Port Clinton; Idol Theatre, Lodi,
and Geauga Theatre, Chardon.

from

Word comes from the west coast that
Mrs. Ina Roberts, former publicity director
of the Cleveland Public Library, and now
associated with Publisher Beaton of The

Florida

Howard

before the end of the month.

Roth,

commander

of

Post 313 when he isn’t looking
Paramount booking department,

Variety

after the
and Mrs.

plan to celebrate their tenth wedding anniversary on May 23 with a trip
east which will include Washington, New
York and Atlantic City.
Bert Steam, United Artist district manager, and his wife, Pat, are back from a
southern vacation and Bert’s big worry now
is how he can make his sunburn hold out
until the UA convention in California in
May . . . Stearn says all of his gang will
go with him to the convention, including
the Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and

been

the Medina

Last

Monday 15 members of the interorganization committee, representing as
many different business classifications, met
to discuss the legislation necessary to
amend the original act so as to retain the
protective features. “Pete” Wood, ITO secretary, attended the meeting as a representative of the Ohio theatre interests.
Legal advisors of the committee are preparing an emergency measure to be introduced in the Ohio legislature this week.
According to Wood, immediate action is
necessary in the current session if Ohio
employers are to avoid damage suits.

BOXOFFICE

J. O. Guthrie of the Karolyn Theatre,
New London, is another flu convalescent

C. A. Weinberg, formerly with United
Artists, has been added to the Republic
sales force in Cincinnati . . . Louis Patz
has resigned as local Grand National
branch manager. He has joined National
Screen Service in the Milwaukee territory.

Indianapolis
men.

Cuyhoga court of appeals was reversed
in the suit against the Marion Brass &
Bronze Foundry, involving an employe
who died of silicosis. This will establish
a precedent when other suits for damages
resulting from occupational diseases are
tried.

after a two-week

. . . Word comes to “Duke” Clark, Paramount branch manager, that “Midnight,”
with Claudette Colbert and Don Ameche,
has established itself as a smash hit in
New York.

resulting from the contraction of the “occupational diseases” not covered under the
workmen’s compensation act of Ohio. Until
the decisions of the court, the rule had
that the compensation act laws abrogated the right of an employe to recover
damages for occupation diseases. As a result of the ruling reversing previous decisions, the protective features of the act
have been nullified, opening the way for a
flood of damage suits against employers.

Sweepstakes is out again
battle with the flu.

with his mothIrons of Movie

getting his yacht in shipshape for the summer . . . Nate Charnas and his brother,
Phil, of Toledo, were in town making a
round of visits at film exchanges.

Roth

Ohio Compensation
Ruling Reversed

Variety post 313 is in the midst of a
membership drive . . . Jerry Morrison, who
handles the Cleveland Metro Premium of-

Over

branch

in Medina,

managers
the Schine

Amusement

and

sales-

circuit and

Co. have

got to-

gether on a deal to buy for Schine’s
Princess Theatre and the Medina Theatre, operated by P. E. Essick, M. S. Fine
and C. G. Deckman of Cleveland.
Joe Kauffman arrived in Cleveland last
Monday to take over the management of
the local Universal office, but he spent
most of the week out in the territory
getting acquainted
side of Cleveland.
Saul Bragin,

with the exhibitors

booker

for Warner

out-

Spectator, has taken
side hobby to tennis.

. . . Marvin Samuelson’s second book review matinee at Warner’s Colony Theatre
brought out about as many people as did
the first one — about 200.

in Cleveland

Hollywood Advertising Co.
FLAGS
402

- BANNERS
Film

- VALANCES

Bldg. — PRospect
AL SUNSHINE

4583

as a

Gusdanovic Files
Protection Suit
Cleveland — Before

Judge

Lee

Skeel

in

common pleas court last Tuesday Paul
Gusdanovic, president of the East Shore
Theatre Co., which operates the LaSalle
Theatre, filed petitions to enjoin 20th-Fox,
M-G-M, Paramount, United Artists and
Universal from serving the new Shore Theatre, which opened two weeks ago, claiming
such service is a violation of his existing
contracts with these companies.
The East Shore Theatre Co. alleges that
its contracts now in force with these companies provide protection over any house
in the zone in which the LaSalle Theatre
is located, and also over any theatre built
in the zone subsequent to the signing of
the contracts.

A

Human
about

Interest Story

"Home

Folks"

' HEADLEYS— with AT
HOME '
—
GRANT

An Office

ice skating

theatres

in Nat Wolf’s zone, is back on the job
after a two-week cruise in southern waters

Now

up

MITCHELL. EVALYN VENABLE.
LOUISE BEAVERS
■— and —
An All-Star Cast

Big Feature Rights
Exchanges/ Inc.
Cleveland

- Cincinnati - Indianapolis
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Pa. Revenue

Needs

Forth Admission
Pittsburgh — With

the

state

facing

week as other
ing the motion
warded.

This bill is before
and means.

its

measures seriously affectpicture industry were for-

the committee
dustry.

week’s session opened with J. Albert Reed,
(D), Washington, said such a levy should
be provided and in a resolution he asked
the senate to so inform the governor. The
resolutioh was tabled. Representative
Edwin Winner (R), Montgomery, has been
backing an amusement tax independently
house.

The

Reed

resolution

pro-

posed that “a reasonable tax, to be later
fixed by the legislature, be imposed and
for amusements conducted on the Sabbath
a tax of 25 per cent or more on the gross
price charged; and in the event more
money is thereby raised than is necessary
to provide for the existing deficiency,
then such surplus shall be used to reduce
in like proportion

the four-mill

emergency

tax on personal property.”
The new tax act (H-989), introduced by
Representative Kane, would re-establish
a levy of one cent on each admission
ticket of 25 cents or fraction thereof.

the committee

Divorcement

Act

on

on

ways

Entered

corporations

and

in-

As in sessions past an act has been introduced which would require the employment of two operators in each projection
booth.
Representative Boyd has introduced another labor measure which provides for
the employment of a licensed attendant to
handle

a main control lighting switchboard and the installation of an asbestos
or steel curtain.
Boyd’s

and

Representative Kane.
This bill has been
ferred to the committee on ways and means.

re-

Sunday fishing- would be declared unlawful except where made
lawful by local option, according to terms of an act introduced by Rep. Gates.
Committee on fisheries is studying this measure.

Representative Hocke has introduced an
act < H-980 ) which would divorce producers-distributors from exhibition in
Pennsylvania. This measure had been expected since the opening of the 133rd
regular session. The Hocke act is before

tax bill was belegislature this

New sentiment for an amusement tax
was voiced in the state senate as another

in the

Pushes

Tax Bill

worst financial crisis in history and with
budget worries plaguing Governor Arthur
H. James, the admission
fore the Pennsylvania

by

third measure prescribes qualifications of inspectors of projection booths
stages.

Messrs. Allen and Van Belle (H-1020)
would prohibit any theatre from charging
a larger admission fee on Saturday, Sunday, or a holiday than is charged by such
amusement place during the week. This
act is before the committee
tions and industry.

on

corpora-

Outdoor advertising- would be reg-ulated, licensed
and taxed under terms of a new act introduced

House Bill No. 935, introduced by Rep. Curran,
is another measure to license and regulate outdoor advertising and is before the committee on
ways and means.
Another automatic vending machines licensing
act has been introduced by Rep. Balliet (H-1069)
which is before the ways and means committee.
House Bill No. 908, introduced by Rep. Cordier,
would allow persons under 18 years of age to attend pool rooms and bowling alleys; this act is
before the committee on law and order.
Rep. Holland has introduced an amendment
to
the boxing and wrestling law which applies to,
wrestling matches and exhibitions (H-912) which
is in the hands of the committee on state government.
In addition to these new measures, other acts
formerly put into the legislative hopper are on
the active list. The
Falkenstein measure
to
legalize

a state
mitted to the

lottery (H-10)
comjnittee on

has been recomlaw and
order.

Schrope

and Downey
(H-495) bill, requiring inventory of all moneys
and articles seized with
gambling machines or devices, passed the house,
179-13, and is now known as Senate Bill No. 388
and is before the committee on judiciary special.

Other acts would regulate inspection of amusement park equipments; license billboards and
signs; regulate hours of operation for billiard
rooms; tax the sale of books; license Bank Night
and
other games;
ban Bank
Night and
such
games;
tighted the “equal rights” laws under
the penal code; license and
tax all types of
gambling; require the American
Flag
on
the
screen at each performance together with the
playing of the National Anthem;
permit Sunday
ice sports; license pin-ball games, bingo, radio
games; license horse and dog racing and legalize
gambling;

license decorators; license and tax advertising firms; license photographers, film producers and slide manufacturers; reduce tax on
bowling alleys; regulate indoor and outdoor liquor
advertising; legalize lotteries for churches, schools,
charitable organizations; refund of fees collected
under the state chain store and theatre tax law
which is now declared unconstitutional, but which
decree has been taken to a higher court by Gov.
James; ban on Ascap; tax on soft drinks; providing for referendums on Sunday film exhibitions
every three years instead of five years; capital
stock taxes; establishing standard time
ing for referendum of electors on the
dozens of other measures.

or providissue, and
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TO ALL EXHIBITORS OF WESTERN
ERN WEST VIRGINIA:

APRIL 14 1939
PENNSYLVANIA

AND NORTH-

JUST SCREENED "MAN OF CONQUEST" AND TRULY IT IS THE
PICTURE WE ALL HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR STOP FROM
ALL INDICATIONS REPUBLIC IS GOING PLACES THIS NEW
SEASON STOP GREETINGS TO ALL FROM OUR REPUBLIC
CONVENTION STOP SEE YOU UPON OUR RETURN
JIM ALEXANDER
SAM FINEBERG
GEORGE COLLINS
86
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■pHE exhibitor here can look forward now
to the start of Daylight Saving Time
April 30, the annual “pain in the neck”
season. More communities are expected to
adopt fast time this year. Erie goes on
daylight saving time May 15 . . . The
legislature has not confirmed Mrs. Edna
Carroll as new chairman of the state

operator that he obtained sales rights for
five states, including Pennsylvania, and
has sent out a sales crew to peddle (a

quet for Dr. John B. “Jock” Sutherland
April 11 . . . Sam Neaman, Natrona exhibitor, had his uppers yanked . . .Walt

pun, or not) the bike! . . . B. F. “Dinty”
Moore, newly appointed WB
circuit district manager, is transferring his St. Louis
Variety Club card for local membership;
also he is withdrawing from Franklin
Post, American Legion, Columbus, Ohio,
to join the Pittsburgh Variety Club Post
No. 589 . . . Mrs. George Lefko, wife of
the RKO manager, is much improved in
health.

Disney’s “Snow White” returned here for
Easter Week at the Senator before being
withdrawn from the market the end of
the month.

Harold Lund, Ross Federal Service division manager, reports that Harold Henderson, formerly a checker here for nine

censor board ... A number of the Filmrow boys will attend the testimonial ban-

“There is the best piece of Olympic
timber I’ve seen since Long John Woodruff, Pitt’s antelope-striding Olympic star,
was running rings around the best scholastic runners,” said Carl Olson, Pitt coach,
last week in referring to Guy Peterson.
11-year-old Mt. Lebanon High powerhouse,
son of the West Virginia sales representative for Paramount of the same name.
The Great Dane of track is coming in for
considerable attention and the newspapers have named him the newest middledistance “white hope” . . . Sam Gould,
north side exhibitor, who recuperated in
Florida for about four month s, and Mrs.
Gould arrived here late Saturday night
and

went

immediately

to M.

A. Rosen-

berg’s home where a party was in progress
honoring Jules Lapidus. Sam has the
deepest suntan we’ve seen and he is much
improved in health, but he is not entirely
well.

years, has been appointed Omaha manager. He is a brother of Morty Henderson,
manager

of the

Harris-Wm.

Penn.

Lund

Builds His Own

it done

the

right

way. And again, we don’t know.
Most likely it was a matter of necessity.
At

any rate, he has built his own theatre at Webster Springs, W. Va. Palmer
been occupied with his construction

has
task

for a long period, with
ance from time to time.

little assist-

He operates a theatre at Webster Springs
but he wanted to build his own house.
The wish was the father of the deed.
The building is now completed. So all that
remains to be done is the interior, and

The Mark Browars returned this week
from a vacation in California . . . Jules

he’ll whip this together in no-time-at-all.
He’ll open ’er up in June.

Lapidus, Dave Barnholtz, Lou Hess, Si
Feld, William Satori and Francis Guehl
will attend the Universal convention in
Cincinnati April 15 . . . William R. Grande
has been turning in very good reports on

And may we wish this hard-working
enterprising exhibitors loads of luck!

“The Little Flower of Jesus,” which he
has been playing in the Warner, Notopoulos, Lipsie-Manos and other circuit theatres. New bookings include the Orpheum,
Connellsville; Washington, Washington,
and the Ritz, New Kensington . . . Shutin shows will be presented by the Variety
Club at the Jewish Home for Aged, April
18; at Holy Ghost Convent, April 20. C. C.
Kellenberg books these shut-in shows.
Sam Yakish has installed new chairs at
his Colonial, Coverdale, Pa., and we mean
that he installed them. It was hard work
but he figures he saved $75 . . . W. E.
Evans, the veteran Osage, W. Va., exhibitor, was around this week protesting
16 mm shows in his community which sell
for a nickel . . . George D. Tyson of the
Harris office shuffles off to Buffalo Monday to “catch” the circus which is coming to the Harris Duquesne Garden here
. . . Harry Hendel is general chairman of
the committee which will stage a testimonial dinner for Joseph R. Kauffman
in the Gold Room of the Roosevelt Hotel
Monday evening, April 24.
R. Allison, recovering from a long illness,
installed a new type exercycle at his home
in Cresson. The exercising outfit proved
so beneficial to the Rivoli Theatre Circuit
BOXOFFICE
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and

returned the other day from New York
where he attended a Ross convention
which lasted a week . . . Charles Lynch,
veteran showman in the local territory
and for the past four years Warner manager at Butler, having withdrawn there, is
distributing “The Little Flower of Jesus”
in West Virginia . . . Phil Rosenberg , forsends
has

merly of Filmrow and
his regards from

spent

the winter

'round the town,
Florida where he

. . . The

Harris

of-

fice pulled “Navy Secrets” and substituted the reissued Gable-Lombard film
“No Man of Her Own” (to cash in on
their marriage ) as a second feature with
the reissued

“Cimarron”

at the Senator.

Fred J. Herrington, MPTO
secretary,
was in Harrisburg on legislative matters
. . . John H. Harris, general chairman of
the Easter Ball of the Knights of Columbus April 10 in the William Penn
Hotel, tendered a University Club banquet April 13 to the college hockey varsities of Pitt, Duquesne and Carnegie
Tech, with members of his own team
feted at the same time. The Duquesne
Garden chief and
Ohio-Pennsylvania
Hockey League executive, in his capacity
as national president of the Variety Clubs
of America, was in Columbus, Ohio, Tues-

2.

John

and

Mrs.

Harris

head

the

Lido, formerly the Rex, Philippi, W. Va.,
remodeled and reopened, installed lamps
and

rectifiers supplied by A. & S. Steinberg . . . Billy ZeVan was responsible for

the decorations at the new Avalon, Montgomery, W. V a. .. . American Theatrical
Valance Co., which recently redecorated
the Crafton, Crafton, was busy last week
burg.
doing

a similar

job at the Main,

Sharps-

Glen Caruthers, Grove City exhibitor,
was a Filmrow visitor with his son Jack
who attends a business school in Roanoke,
Va. . . . Harry Walker returned last week
from Florida . . . Also returning from the
sunshine state were the Carl Pokes . . .
Ditto

Pittsburgh — Dick Palmer either believes
in doing things the hard way, or the easy
way. We don’t know.
Probably he wanted

No.

list of patrons for the Roselia Nurses’
Alumnae Ass’n dance in Webster Hall,
April 19 . . . Jimmy Balmer attended the
Variety Club installation at Columbus.

Rudy

Navarri

and

his mother

. . .

Miss Lynne B. Monroe, veteran Shinnston, W. Va., theatre manager, was a surprise Filmrow visitor the other day, making the rounds at the exchanges to pay
for her film service and stopping to say
that she is feeling much better.
Harriet Pettit, secretary to Harry Kalmine at the WB circuit office, returned
last week from Florida . . . Cornelius (Con)
Donovan, well known in theatrical circles
here for 45 years, died last week. A member of IATSE, Local No. 3, and a stage
setter in the old Bijou, Alvin and Nixon,
Donovan retired 15 years ago. Funeral was
from his residence, 5234 Baum Blvd., with
blessing services at St. Paul’s Cathedral.
Harry Feinstein is back on the job here
after a vacation in Florida . . . The Joseph R. Kauffman item on these pages last
week was an office rewrite on two events
and was unintentionally misrepresented.
The

local Universal staff feted their former boss at a party April 1 and the big
testimonial dinner in his honor will be an
event of April 24. Harry Hendel is in
charge of the latter affair which means
that a good job will be done and that the
dinner will go down in “stag” history . . .
Tony Vincent, manager for Dr. C. E. Herman’s four Carnegie theatres, suffered a
painful injury last Saturday morning when
a passing truck pinned one of his hands
to the door of his auto from which he was
emerging on Van Braam St. Stitches were
taken in several fingers at Mercy Hospital.
Billy ZeVan has redecorated the auditorium and remodeled the lobby of the
Sutton Theatre, Thomas, W. Va. Stage
setting has been installed by the same
decorator at the Sutton Theatre, Davis,
W. Va. . . . Fred J. Herrington was in
Harrisburg on legislative matters this week
(Continued

on page

90)

day, to induct Ohio’s Governor John W.
Bricker as an honorary member of Tent
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ID) IE T R CO M T
J)AVE NEWMAN
and Bill Hurlbut had
the dubious privilege of paying for
supper
T.

for the Thursday Night Gang, reports Dough Guy Jack Saxe . . . Charles
Collins, proud father of three col-

leens, is boasting that he “hit the jackpot”— the newest arrival is Charles jr.
Collins has wired his friend, Eddie Cantor,
all about it.

Chargot’s Chopin Theatre
the summer, it is reported.

a spring cold, he was on his way to Variety’s free feed the other night, when the
toothache got him en route, and he had
to go to the dentist for an extraction instead . . . Jack Zide, new Fox Premium
man, is expecting to close a couple of
theatre deals this week.
Charles Stepanauckas’ Oakland Theatre
in Highland Park is the latest to join
Mutual Theatres group . . . Jim West rates
now as a professional photographer; we
know.
William Marsh, M-G-M
auditor, left
last Thursday for Buffalo, after a brief
stay in the Detroit office . . . Roy Ruben
resigned as recording secretary of Local
199, IATSE, to become financial secretary,
succeeding the late Mirton A. Hawkes.
Butterfield circuit is planning to remodel the Garden Theatre at Flint; bids
now being taken . . . Edward A. Long, sign
expert, is busy
stallations.
William
Monday,
showfolk
days, and
the inside

in Ohio

these

days

on

in-

E. Frackelton, Variety’s speaker
used to contact all acts and
playing Detroit, back in the old
really knows show business from
. . . Bernard McGrath and Carl

Staebler, leading executives at the sheriff’s
office , were guests of Jack Dickstein at
the meeting. Another guest was Richard
W. Reading jr.
Hearing on the triple threat attack on
theatre operation at Dearborn was slated
for Thursday of this week.
Sol

Krim

United

has

taken

a

Airlines, so he says

position

with

. . . Bill Carl-

son’s old stage training was needed Monday, when, after introducing an honored
figure on the radio, a guitar string back
of him popped suddenly.
Harry

Russell

has

renamed

the Empire

Booking Office as the Actor’s Empire
Booking Exchange. Jack Miller and
Charles T. Collins — of Hollywood
fame — have joined his staff.

Kiddies

P. C. Schram, Kalamazoo operator,
returned from Florida . . . Hal Berdun
joined
office.

the

William

staff of the
Schulte,

Del-Ray

circuit

has
has

booking

operator,

is

busy remodeling the Tibbetts at Coldwater, as well as enlarging the Majestic
at Richmond, Mich. . . . Doc A. Eiseman
of Flint is planning a new 1,000 seat house
there, Milton Strauss reports.
Arthur and Leonard Slepski plan
switch the White Star, in Hamtramck,
a policy of night shows only . . . M.

88

to
to
J.

may

close for

Jack
nor

Zide, former Grand National salesman, is opening offices at 135 West VerHighway for the new Fox Premium

Co., and is specializing in a 12-week, 36piece tableware deal, which already is going over well. Joe Reich, familiar to many
film men,

Charlie Gamer is getting all the tough
breaks these days. First filmite to produce

Price Cut, Later

is Zide’s “office buddy”

there.

Bill Carlson opened a new “office” the
other day in Irving Belinsky’s store, for
his campaign headquarters.
Carl Buermele is adding three new
girls to the staff of Cooperative Theatres
— Doris Muncie, who worked for Coop a
couple of years ago; Evelyn Grass, formerly with Butterfield, and Dorothy Rose,
also experienced in the picture business.
Sam

Brown,

circuiteer,

has

gone

back

to Rochester, Minn., where his father underwent another operation this week . . .
Sol Krim
might

reports

his pet bear grown

con-

siderably in size over the winter’s siesta —
become a bear-steak and rug soon.

Arthur Caplan, head of Metropolitan
Motion Picture Co., Detroit, is confined to
his home with illness. Meanwhile Mrs.
Caplan is helping out at the office . . .
Joe Portel, owner of Virginia Park and
Greenwood Theatres, is wintering in the
south.
William Cassidy, owner of a chain of
theatres throughout Michigan, is expected
to return the latter part of May from a
winter stay in the south.
George

W.

Trendle,

of United

Detroit

Theatres Corp., left Wednesday on a business trip to New York . . . George W.
Craig,

who specializes in stage and electrical equipment installations, returned
this week from a trip through the east.
Claire Townsend and Moe Dudelson
have been named to the Variety welfare
committee by Chief Barker Perry . . . The
Premium Trio — R. Hal Burriss, Arthur
Robinson, and Nathan J. Haase — were

Monday.
guests of

honor

at

Variety’s

luncheon

Opening, Works
Detroit — A policy of shortened hours
and reduced prices is being tried out with
apparent success by Joseph Bruzy, operator of the Times Square Theatre. The
house is a 1,447-seat downtown
for many years has been
stripped of equipment. It has
successful under a strong
policy for a couple of seasons
re-equipped by Gus Coplan,
to Bruzy a few months ago.
The

J. O. Brooks put in a brief personal appearance at the Butterfield offices, following his discharge from the hospital. He
will be back on the job shortly . . . William B. Chatman, who is establishing the
new Columbia Premiums Co. here, has
just opened offices at Room 614, Fox
Theatre Building.
Mrs.

M.

C. Scholtz,

Koppin circuit, who
the theatre business

formerly

with

the

planned to re-enter
here, has left town

for an extended trip . . . Mrs. Marie Benrock has taken over personal management
of her new house, the Loyal, and gets
quite a kick out of being one of the few
women managers in the business . . . Her
former manager, Roy Campbell, left last
Monday.

price cut went into effect last Monday, and is showing a fair response.

Bruzy ’s theory is that he has enough unfilled seats to do more gross business at
the

lower

price, and admissions was accordingly cut from 15 to 10 cents for Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.
The shortened hours program went into

effect about three or four weeks ago, cutting down from five to four shows a day,
opening the boxoffice at 11:30 instead of
9:30, with the show starting a half hour
later. This means one less operator in the
booth, and reduces lighting expenses.
There is usually a lineup at the boxoffice when it opens under the new policy,
and

the first two hours business has consistently doubled the same period under
the old policy, meaning that the two

hours’ later opening has caused no loss of
business whatever, customers just coming
a little later.

Grosse Pointer Deluxer
To Komer & Goldberg
Detroit — The Komer and Goldberg circuit has taken over the Punch and Judy
Theatre, Grosse Pointe “society” house.
The house, opened about eight years ago,
has consistently maintained a single bill
policy, being the sole neighborhood theatre on this basis for the last two years.
Admission to the smoking loges was 50
cents.
No

J. T. Congress, who formerly managed
the Lyric Theatre for his brother, S. T.
Congress, and H. J. Cokimos, is ill with
rheumatism . . . Joseph Bruzy, who took
over the Times Square sometime ago, is
reported dickering for a sale.

affair that
closed and
been fairly
exploitation
since it was
who sold it

made

changes
until

in the house
the

new

policy will be

management

com-

pletes a survey of the territory’s possibilities. Bookings for the house, hitherto
handled by the Grosse Pointe Theatre Co.,
reorganized last summer, will now come
through Cooperative Theatres, which handles all the Komer & Goldberg houses.

Ashmuns Plan a Third
House at Carof Mich .
Detroit — Construction of a third house,
to seat 650, is planned by R. J. and R. D.
Aslimun, for Caro, Mich., where they
operate the Strand and Temple, only
other houses in Caro. Construction is to
start April 15. A drug store and doctors’
offices are provided for in the building.
Total cost of the project is about $75,000.
The

Ashmuns

also operate

the

Family

at East Tawas, and the Center at Marlette, in addition to booking for the
Crystal at Chesaning, Lyric at Evart, and
the Grand at Davison.
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CINCINNATI
JOHNNY EIFERT succeeds Harry Bugie
as city salesman here for WB. Eifert
is being replaced in West Virginia by Jim
Partlow, recently transferred from Buffalo
. . . Changes are reported by RKO Thetres in Dayton. Joe Goetz temporarily is
managing the Colonial and Bill Clark is
the new manager at Keith’s.
will drop vaudeville.
Maury

White

circuit

The

has

Colonial

taken

over

hooking for Sam Lee’s theatres in Frankfort and Winchester. White, associate of
Ike Libson, is reported incorporating a
hooking combine with Nick Shafer, with
headquarters in Cincinnati . . . Carl Fitzpatrick, Jenkins, Ky., paid one of his infrequent visits to the Row . . . Mike Dolid,
New York, visited the Warner office.
Universal’s regional meet is set for April
15-16 at the Netherland Plaza Hotel here,
with 150 executives, resident managers,
salesmen and bookers expected to attend
. . . Coal strikes in West Virginia and
Kentucky have seriously affected business.
The theatre at Van Lear, Ky., has closed.
RKO’s Dorothy Dwyer was a guest of
George Givot and Paula Stone, appearing
at the Colonial, Dayton, for a weekend of
festivities. RKO' s Joe Goetz was also in the
merry party. The performers have gone to
Springfield, where they will be received
by Phil Charkers . . . R. E. Thayer will
manage the new Rupert, Rupert, W. Va.,
when it opens.
Tim

Kearse,

who

recently

underwent

an

emergency

appendectomy, is reported convalescing nicely . . . Sam Oshrey has
joined Grand National as booker . . . Lawrence Davis is returning from Florida . . .
Ed Burkhardt, 20th-Fox, went
top in the recent sales drive.

over

the

Max Margolis and Republic’s sales force
left for New York April 10 for the annual
sales conference at the Park Central Hotel
. . . Warner’s M. Baughan and Laura
Gustis are on the sick list . . . Universal's
Paul Krieger bade goodbye to his wife and
son, Gordon, who left for Miami to recuperate from their recent illnesses.
Carl Rohs, Cynthiana, visited on the
Row and also made a liberal contribution
to the Variety Club Milk Fund and the
Will Rogers Memorial Fund . . . Bob Harrel of the Avalon, Cleves, is returning from
a three-month winter vacation in the south.
E. L. Keesling and Doc Newboldt were
in town. Other visitors: L. H. Mills, Dixie,
Olive Hill, Ky.; H. A. Trowbridge, Spencer,
W. Va., and Max Goldberg, Pastime, Falmouth.

Lykes,

manager

::
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Detroit — A program of regional meetings designed to build membership last
year for Allied Theatres of Michigan, will
be resumed again in a few weeks. A regional meeting will be held in each of several upstate cities, with free luncheon provided for all nearby exhibitors.
The

meetings will be devoted to a discussion of exhibitor problems, and President Ray Branch, Office Manager Pearl M.
Sprott, and several members of the board
of directors will attend each. These meetings are open to all exhibitors.

Michigan Allied's Stability
In Gratifying Condition
Detroit — Allied Theatres of Michigan is
in a stronger position in the state generally than the organization has ever been
before, it is claimed by Allied spokesmen.
During the past two years, Allied has concentrated upon upstate membership, and
now has the greater majority of independent exhibitors, outside of Detroit, as
members.
During the past year, Allied added 51
new members — and, for the first time in
14 years, the operations did not show a
loss — in fact, for the past 12 months it has
been unnecessary to touch the reserve.
This combination of sound growth and
financial stability places the association
in a strong position in the state generally,
with the membership concentrated chiefly
in other cities than Detroit.
With this background of membership
strength, Allied is in a position to choose
among those members of Cooperative
Theatres who may elect to exercise their
new privilege of joining Allied, as recently
permitted by Coop’s board. No formal action was taken on this step at Allied’s own
monthly directors’ meeting last week, but
apparently each application will be acted
upon on its own merits.

A National Tieup for
Latest Gene Autry
Cleveland — Republic has effected a national tieup with the M. M. Cole Publishing Co. of Chicago on Gene Autry’s latest
Republic picture, “Mexicali Rose,” which
features a song hit of the same name.
Phonograph records and title pages are
used
ture.

to publicize

both

the song

and

pic-

A1 Gregg, publicity director of Republic
in this territory, suggests that exhibitors
place the song on sale in their lobbies
at least two weeks in advance of their

of

Loew’s Stillman, has invented the “Breakfast Matinee” to interest the public in his
current picture, “Prison Without Bars.”
Through a tieup with the Statler Hotel,
all those who attended the 8:30 a. m. performance were served coffee and doughnuts.
BOXOFFICE

J^EW
equipment, amplifiers,
including Operadio sound
double-channel
Weber

ABH

playdate of the picture so as to build up
an advance interest in the production.

"Breakfast Matinee "
Cleveland — Jack

Michigan Allied Will LOUISVILLE
Conduct Regionals

Plan Ligonier Theatre
Ligonier, Pa. — Horace A. Bailey, Johnstown architect, has been named to plan a
1,000-seat theatre which will be converted
from a garage for A. Alexas. Estimated
cost is $15,000.

Syncro-Film sound heads and Jensen 18-inch speakers, has been installed
in the National Theatre by the Falls City
Theatre Equipment Co. The same firm
handled installation of a public address
system

in the same house . .
tional, which had been closed
years, except for occasional
radio shows, was taken over
Harry Schwartz, who operates
Lexington
end bills.
New

and

Frankfort,

acoustical

. The Nafor several
stage and
recently by
theatres at

Ky., for week-

treatment

has

been

ap-

plied to the Norman, Louisville neighborhood house managed by J. M. Wentzell.
H. B. Charnock, manager of a theatre at
Greensburg , Ky., is preparing to open an
airdome there for the summer months . . .
J . H. Meadows, who operates the Strand
at Dawson Springs, Ky., was in the city
the other day. In the city to attend a
dental convention, Dr. John Cornn, dentist
and theatre man at Pineville, Ky., dropped
in on Carrell and Quinn at the Falls City
Theatre Equipment plant.
Cliff Buechel, manager
derson, came in for some

of the Mary Anunexpected pub-

licity in the readers’ column of the Courier-Journal. Itseems a lad from a family
of pinched means got a new wallet, containing a crisp $1 bill, for Christmas.
That day he took in a show at the Mary
Ann, and when he got back home, found
the wallet gone. The lad thought it had
slipped from his pocket in the darkness
of the theatre and that someone probably
had picked it up for keeps. A few days
ago Buechel telephoned the mother to inform her that he had been holding the
wallet since that day, but that the matter
had escaped his attention. Said the mother,
in writing to the newspaper: “I consider
this one of the greatest of little acts of
kindness I ever heard of because of what
this gift meant

to my

son.”

The congregation of St. Anthony’s Catholic Church held its Easter services in the
Ideal Theatre, transforming the stage into
an altar. The church burned several weeks
ago . . . Plans for weekly moving picture
shows throughout the summer months at
Whitesville,

Ky., were

announced

by Fath-

er Jarbo of St. Mary’s-of-the-Woods, located there. Whitesville has no theatre.
The films will be projected
auditorium.

in St. Mary’s

F. Shirley Wilcox, manager of the Grand
at New Albany, Ind., is back on the job
after a brief rest. New equipment has
gone into the Ritz at Loogootee,
aged by Bill McGowen.

Scranton

Ind., man-

Local Celebrates

Pittsburgh — Scranton IATSE Local No.
329, is celebrating its 25th anniversary this
month. The official occasion will be a
banquet at Scranton on April 15. Lawrence J. Katz of Pittsburgh and Harrisburg, international representative, will be
in attendance, representing the western
part

of the state.
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Committees Are Named
For Kautiman Fete
Pittsburgh — Committees for the farewell testimonial dinner in honor of Joseph
R. Kauffman are announced by Harry
Hendel, general chairman, and plans have
been completed for a superb demonstration at the stag affair which will be held
in the Gold Room of Hotel Roosevelt,
April 24.
Kauffman, New Universal manager here,
was transferred to the Cleveland branch
two weeks ago, being succeeded locally by
Jules Lapidus.
Hendel, who is devoting much time to
the arrangements,

said that

the commit-

tee in charge assures Joe’s friends
delightful evening. He said:

a most

“Joe

has a host of friends in this territory who will welcome the opportunity
to attend and we are sure that he will
be extremely

happy

to greet them

on this

occasion.”
The April 24 testimonial will be one of
the finest ever staged here. Cocktails will
be served at 6:30 and dinner will be called
at 7 p. m. sharp.
C. C. Kellenberg is treasurer.
Members of the advisory committee include: Ira H. Cohn, George Sallows, Jim
Alexander, Bennett Amdur, Lawrence Katz,
Harry Kalmine, G. M. Purcell, Mark Goldman, Harry Seed, Ed Morton, A. Notopoulos, George Otte, Abe Weiner, Jos. Misrach,
W. J. Walker, Mike Manos, Elmer Ecker,
Jules Lapidus, Art Levy, Dave Kimelman,
J. H. Harris, Burt Bishop, Jake Soltz, R. D,
Marks, George Lefko, A1 Weiss, Lew Lefton, Morris Rosenberg, Art Morrone, C. C.
Kellenberg. Publicity committee members
are Karl Krug, R. Klingensmith, Kasper
Monahan and Harold Cohen.

M. A. Rosenberg Host
Party for J. Lapidus

at

Pittsburgh — More than 90 friends of
Jules Lapidus were entertained recently
by M. A. Rosenberg, MPTO
president, in
the latter’s home. Film exchange executives and employes, theatre owners, managers and other representatives of independent and circuit theatres attended.
Rosenberg and Lapidus, new local manager
for New Universal, were busy throughout
the evening greeting their friends, and
the former supervised the dispensing of
“eats.”

To Carriers' Meet
Pittsburgh — George

F.

Callahan

sr„

president of Exhibitors’ Service Co., will
attend the annual meeting of the National
Film Carriers, Inc., at the Park Central
Hotel, New York City, May 8-10. The
veteran film delivery man is chairman of
the executive board of the organization.

Reverts to Singles
Mansfield, Ohio — After a two-week trial
with double features, the Ohio Theatre
here is reverting to singles, according to
William Dworski, manager. Protests by
patrons are understood responsible for the
change.

To Script "Alaska"

Hollywood — Robert

Hopkins

and

Loos will script “Alaska” as Clark
next starring vehicle for Metro.

90

Anita
Gable’s

Shift RKO Persons
In Columbus Ohio
Columbus — City Manager C. Harry
Schreiber announces four changes within
local RKO
theatre ranks following the
resignation of Lyle C. Gann, who has
City.
joined
Fox Midwest Theatres in Kansas
Lawrence

D. Caplane

goes to the Palace,

replacing Gann as assistant manager. Caplane has been here over a year, coming
from the 105th Street Theatre in Cleveland.
Noel Baker, for the past 18 months Palace treasurer, becomes assistant manager
at the Grand, replacing Caplane. John
R. Fry, formerly assistant manager at the
Majestic, moves to the Grand. His place
is taken by Walter Shott jr.

from

page

Cleveland — “Union Pacific” is the subject of an extensive campaign by Frederick
Myers, publicity head of the Cleveland
Public Library.
Book reviews of pertinent books will be
given throughout the library system of 33
branches for two weeks prior to the May 5
opening of the picture at Loew’s State.
Working with the Cleveland, New York
and Hollywood Paramount offices, the library secured the shooting script of “Union
Pacific,” autographed by the stars and by
Cecil B. DeMille, producer.
The

introduction case to the exhibit carries a picture of DeMille in action on
the “Union Pacific” set. Another shows
him discussing the script with Joel McCrea and Barbara Stanwyck.
Water

colored

87)

which

is getting to be a habit, but a necessary one. Last week he had the support
of A. P. Way of DuBois and Charles R.
Blatt of Somerset. Fred would like to have
other exhibitors back him up in person . . .
W. C. Littell, well-known projectionist, has
been busy refinishing screens and he has
a long reference list from theatres.
A1 Weiss was absent from his McKeesport theatres and his regular Filmrow
hangouts this week, the reason being that
he took a western plane to Rochester,
Minn., to undergo an operation. He’s at
the Worrell Hospital there and would appreciate a card from you . . . Jim Alexander, Sam Fineberg, George W. Collins,
Hymie Wheeler and Lou Hanna were in
New

of the set, sent

Detroit — Construction is to start within a week on a new 2,300-seat theatre, to
be called the Alpine. The new house will
be at the intersection of Kelly, Hayes.
Houston, and Whittier Avenues, in northeast Detroit. According to available information, 1,200 houses have been built
in this section in recent months, making
this the most active building center in
Detroit.

existing

dark. Opening
ber 1.

At press time it was reported that George
Lefko would depart from the local RKO
office . . . Stanley Theatre is discontinuing
stage shows and will open straight film
Story of Irene and Vernon

DeMille’s

Start 2,300-Seat Nabe
Theatre in Detroit

Harry Michalson, Nat Levy, Walter Branson and March of Time Representative
Wood . . . Owen Cleary spent his Easter
vacation in Washington, D. C.
National Theatre Supply Co. has newly
carpeted the local Roxian and Brighton
theatres . . . Projectors, chairs, lighting
fixtures and other equipments for the newly opened Port, Lumberport, W. Va„ were
installed by the same company, which also
is furnishing air conditioning, lighting fixtures and carpets for the remodeled Main.
Sharpsburg, Pa. . . . Complete equipment
for the new Roxy, Slippery Rock, Pa„
which has just opened, was sold by NTS.

the

Stories of the pioneer west and biographies of men who figured in the settling
of the nation and the building of transportation facilities have been selected for
special display.

York this week attending their Republic convention . . . Here last Saturday
in the interest of the RKO
drive were

policy with “The

sketches

directly from Hollywood, are on display together with pencil sketches of the characters in action. A bound volume of research notes, compiled by
staff, is also on exhibition.

PITTSBURGH
(Continued

" Union Pacific" Drive
By Cleveland Library

The Alpine policy will be second run, it
was learned. It is far enough from other
second-run houses
petition a bit indirect.

Ownership

of the house

to make
remained

is slated for about

comin the

Decem-

Because of the size of the house, its
ownership is indicated as probably either
Wisper and Wetsman or United Detroit
circuit, and the W and W interests expres ed a lack of interest in the project,
leaving UDT as the probable owners. This
was partly confirmed by the fact that Saul
Sloan, the contractor, had built former
houses, for UDT, but no definite confirmation was available.

Richrath Succeeds Patz
As GN Branch Head
Cleveland — Paul J. Richrath has been
appointed local Grand National branch
manager to succeed Louis Patz, who resigned to become affiliated with National
Screen Service in Milwaukee. Richrath

Castle.”
Filmrow Bowling League’s eighth annual banquet has been set for Saturday

was

evening, May 13, instead of the date formerly announced. Place is the Carlisle
Club, Baum Blvd. The boys will wind up
the
21. current season Friday evening, April

Rosiam.

formerly with the GN publicity department in New York.
Mae Vincent resumed her duties as office

manager

and booker which
quished last summer to become

BOXOFF1CE
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Government Lawyer Erbb Provides Testimony as
In Boston Search M&R Hearings Continue
Boston — Seymour Krieger, special government attorney, made the office of the

By BRAD ANGIER
Boston — The seventieth day of hearings

Independent Exhibitors, Inc., his headquarters while collecting data here for use

in the Morse and Rothenberg anti-trust
case was passed this week. William Erbb,
Paramount divisional manager, took the
stand, and it was expected that Tim

in the government anti-trust suit.
Arthur K. Howard, Allied business manager, is understood to have arranged a
number of appointments for the department of justice representative. Howard
declined to comment on the subject.
Krieger, buttonholed by Boxoffice, was
equally discreet, intimating somewhat caustically that the motion picture trade press
has seemed to know more about his business than has he, himself.
Although Krieger did not deny that he
has uncovered a number of angles here
that may be important to the prosecution,
it is understood that local theatre men are
generally reluctant to become identified
with the litigation.

O’Toole, former Columbia branch manager in Boston and now in New Haven
would finish up
The prosecution
that

O’Toole

distributors’ testimony.
had already requested

be produced

“at

a

at that time, February 23, 1938, a great
many of your pictures for that season had
been sold repeat run at the Olympia Thea“I still would not
many,” Wolf replied.

know

Objection

offhand

how

Overruled

“Were some of these repeat pictures at
the Olympia: pictures which had played
either the Colonial or the Olympia on
tre?”

propi-

tious moment.”
Maurice N. Wolf, M-G-M district manager, was on the stand four days last week
and was pressed heavily during a hectic
session which was marked in part by the
theft, and later return, of George S.

“They may have been.”
percentage?”
“And did you find the playing of these
pictures at the Olympia Theatre, repeat
run,

interfered

with

“I don’t think

your

first-run

it did it any

rev-

good.”

Ryan’s briefcase containing hundreds of
pages of notes relating to the trial. The
document case, taken during luncheon
there Tuesday, was later secured by the
prosecuting attorney after he had paid a

“Did you find that it interfered with
your first-run revenue?” Ryan repeated.
enue?”
‘“I don’t believe the playing of an occasional picture would have such a ma-

Loew Plans to Expand
Open-Air Theatre

reward with “no questions asked.”
“At the time that you testified before
the grievance board, did you have any intention as to whether you would, or would

terial effect.”
“Is your answer that you don’t think
playing of these pictures repeat run at
the Olympia had any effect upon your

Boston — E.
cuit owner, is
tre chain to
plans to open
Baltimore.

not, sell second-run in Portsmouth
one?” Ryan asked Wolf.

first-run

M. Loew, independent cirenlarging his outdoor theainclude six situations. He
shortly in New Orleans and

Two ozoners, in Providence and Lynn,
were scheduled to open this week. Loew
also has open-airs
Florida.

at Mt. Vernon,

Va., and

Grand National May Set
Up Boston Sales Force
Boston — Grand National will set up a
sales force here within the next few weeks
if national matters are adjusted by that
time, it is understood. Joseph Kilisky,
who recently replaced Sig Whitman, is still
here as branch manager. Julius W. Levine,
home office representative, was expected
to be back in New York this week.

“Yes,”

the branch

manager

to any-

added,

“Of

notThe
selling.”
Morse and Rothenberg attorney
produced a letter that Wolf testified he
remembered writing to W. A. Scully,
M-G-M
divisional manager. It read: “It
is true that I testified before the grievance
board that we had not sold second-run to
the circuit, and this statement was correct. I wasn’t asked whether or not we
would sell them in the future. As regards
the two pictures we supplied them, I am
writing Mr. Aaron in answer to his letter,
and explaining to him the emergency which
Ryan
arose.”
written

asked Wolf if at the time he had
the letter to Scully, he intended

“to create the impression in his mind that
if you had been asked at the grievance
board whether you would sell in the future, that you would have said that you

Peter DeFazio Succeeds
Anderson at Warner

would sell?”
“I think I would

New Haven — Peter DeFazio, new Warner exchange salesman, was formerly salesman at the Indianapolis and Pittsburgh
branches. DeFazio succeeds Michael Anderson, who has resigned.

not“Since
sell.” the time you testified before the
grievance board,” Ryan asked a few moments later, “have you delivered a great
many of your pictures to Maine and New

|j|

1

Just Across
The Line

Boston — The M&P Theatres Corp. has
been granted a Brookline license and
will put up the Circle Theatre, at Cleveland Circle, on that side of the line.
The property, recently
the Metropolitan Coal
Boston-Brookline

obtained from
Co. is on the

boundrv.

ings are expected

to

result

Tax

sav-

from

the

move.

:: April

15, 1939

said that I would

Ryan

pressed.

counsel, interrupted at one point to demand “how far this logarithmic examination should go. It seems to me that it
has

gone far enough to develop the witness’s testimony on this subject, and I
object to this, recognizing that it is a matter only of discretion.”
“I shall not curtail it at all because this
witness has definitely told what his ideas
were, and he is being questioned now as
to what other situations might arise and
how he would handle them,” ruled Philip
Hendrick, Master appointed by the U. S.
district

court.

“I

take

it they

are

all

opinion
answers.”
A bit of
humor was injected one time
when Wolf, who had been taxed by a
tedious stay on the stand, was asked by
Ryan to name “a couple
M-G-M
1937-38 pictures.”
“Just

in that season

of outstanding

it would

be a little

difficult,” Wolf replied, momentarily baffled by trick of memory. “I could name
quite a few of them, but if they would fit
(Continued

on next page)

Hampshire second-run in Portsmouth?”
“I wouldn’t say ‘a great many.’ We have
delivered some.”
“Have you delivered to them practically
all the pictures they wanted to buy from

Something to Pass
The Time

you“I second-run?”
don’t think so.”
Ryan called Wolf’s attention to a letter the latter had received last year from
I. L. Hirsch. It read: “A great many of
our 1936-37 season’s product were used repeat at the Olympia Theatre and Mr.
O’Shea advised he would appreciate your
attempting to have a second-run deal set
up covering the Olympia Theatre in Ports“Do you
mouth.”

BOXOFFICE

have

revenue?”

“That is difficult to say.”
The anti-trust attorney continued to
concentrate on this hypothetical point.
Edward F. McClennen, chief defense

recollect,”

asked

Ryan,

Boston — A
was

local

first-run

manager

assailed by a flat-walleted individual. “You don't need any money

to get in here," said the manager.
’’No," the other replied, “but if you
would

make

me

a

get some
candy
show." He ate.

slight loan,
to

I could

ec-it during

the

“that

NE
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Ryan brought forward a letter from
J. J. Ford, Maine and New Hampshire
Theatres Co. head, addressed to Louis
Phillips of Paramount Publix Corp. Dated

Wolf Forgets Metro's "Hit”
Films of '37-38 Season
(Continued

from

preceding

page)

right in that year I wouldn't know.”
“That was last season’s product, wasn’t
“I don’t recall that,” Wolf said, reachit?”
ing in a side pocket for his handkerchief.
“I could name a lot of pictures, but whether they fell in that season or the season
before

I wouldn’t

know.”

Ryan suggested “Rosalie” and “Girl of
the Golden West.” Wolf sank back, relieved. He said later that he could remember dozens of features in that particular category. He observed that he hoped William F. Rodgers wouldn't learn
the lapse.
Effect of 10c Admissions

of

One of the exhibits introduced into the
testimony was a letter from William F.
Rodgers to Wolf, telling the then Boston
branch manager: “We find it necessary to
prove in a very important litigation that
ten-cent admission prices perceptibly affect our revenue from earlier or prior runs.
Will you be good enough to review the
past several years and write us on each
situation that comes to your mind where
this condition actually occurred, adding
to each individual situation the pertinent
facts as they affected us such as the —
town, the theatre involved, the admission
prices before the ten-cent admission went
into effect, and what subsequently happened to the higher admission prices, and
the effect upon our film rentals from the
prior run theatre and its effect upon our
revenue from the entire situation.”
Also introduced was Wolf’s reply, which
went: “With reference to the information
you requested on the bad results resultant from serving ten cent theatres. These
cases have been so very few in number and
so long ago that it was a little difficult

July 22, 1932, the missive read: “This year
neither our theatre nor Arcadia are using
Metro second-run because it appears that
the terms are such that he cannot pay for

was greater by ten per cent to 25 per cent
than was the revenue of the other companies that were selling second-run to the
Arcadia. Additionally, when his theatre
showed lessened receipts because of this
competition, he reduced balcony prices
and also reduced matinee prices from 25
cents to ten cents in order to compete with
“There was another important situation where I may be able to get some dethem.”
sired information. However, it will be
necessary for me to refresh my memory.
This is in Lawrence where Rothenberg individually has for years operated a straight
ten cent house immediately adjoining John
Dineen’s Modern Theatre.”
Too-High Propositions
The

subject

of

Impossible

exclusive

runs

played

an important part in Ryan’s questioning,
as it has throughout the trial. The attorney for the plaintiffs asked Wolf if the
latter remembered testifying before the
grievance board during May of 1934 that
he

“had

never

sold

exclusive

in Ports-

“I would say that right now,” Wolf
mouth?”
came back; “that I have never sold exclusive in Portsmouth.”
“Do you recollect that such was your
testimony at that time?”
“I may have, I don’t recollect.”
“Sometime before July 22, 1932, had you
been negotiating with John Ford for the
sale of your

product

second-run

in Ports-

“I have no such recollection.”
mouth?”
“Did you quote Mr. Ford any terms on
which you would sell your product second-run in Portsmouth?”
“I don’t recall that, either.”

it and we know we can’t.”
“Does that refresh your recollection as
to whether or not you had made any terms
to the Maine

and

New

Hampshire

tres for Metro product?”
cuting attorney.
“No,”

said Wolf.

asked

Thea-

the prose-

“If I did, perhaps

we

may have made them a quotation that
was high enough to discourage them. I
have

no recollection of making any definite proposition or having any discussion

Ryan looked up whimsically.
of “Have
terms.”you sometimes made propositions
to exhibitors that were so high that it
would discourage them from buying your
“No,” Wolf

smiled.

“I do not think that

is a possible
thingFor
to do.”
Reasons
Not
product?”

Selling

Wolf was asked if he had “any reason” for not selling Morse and Rothenberg
in Portsmouth after the season of 193031; any reason “which would not apply
to the Maine and New Hampshire TheaWolf
tres Co.replied
also?” that

he

had

and

that

he

had first formed “this reason” during the
1930-31 season. George S. Ryan asked
what happened then. Wolf replied that
Morse and Rothenberg had “cancelled out
five contracts” during that season. He
offered for a second reason the statement
that the plaintiff’s circuit method of operation “was such that I didn’t consider it
worthwhile to sell second run.”
“What was the method of

operating

theatres?” Ryan inquired.
“Well,” Wolf said, “the admission
charges were low, and I think it was an
upstairs house. I think that they resorted
to a great many outside attractions; gifts

for me to get started on anything tangible. I finally recalled the RothenbergMorse case against Maine and New Hampshire in Portsmouth and particularly
some of Mr. Ford’s testimony.
“Rothenberg and Morse’s Arcadia Theatre, Portsmouth, has a 10 cent admission
for adults during the day and the evening prices are — balcony ten cents for
adults and 15 cents on the main floor.
The request for information received from
Mr. Aaron recently and now your letter
refers to ten cent admission, and for this
reason we didn’t report two or
houses charging 15 cents evenings.

three

“Perhaps the statements of Mr. Ford
would be of some value. After discussing
the subject with him this afternoon, we
referred to the transcript of the case and
at my suggestion Mr. Ford very willingly
had the enclosed copies made.
“This testimony was made under oath
and compiled by a court stenographer and
was

filed with the Code Authority on appeal. If you would care to use the original copy as evidence at this trial, Mr.

Ford

will loan me a copy which, if necessary, I can forward direct to the attorneys
handling the case.
“In substantiation of this testimony, Mr.
Ford has figures to prove that our revenue

92

At the Party lor Koerner —
When

the Boston film territory
visional manager, on the eve of
Jack Gross as division head for
informal shot of the head table.

feted Charles W. Koerner, RKO circuit dihis departure for the west coast to succeed
the chain there, the photographer got this
At the left is Koerner, and then are Emmett
Gavin, member of the state parole board, and Harry MacDonald, who succeeds Koerner as division manager here.
BOXOFFICE
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ing as members of partnerships,
acting as officers or directors
corporations;

(
3
)

or
of

of all the owners appear on all signs
Wo
diul
aned letterhead
used in
spd
prdovid
laye
that “the s
llatnamesof
connection
with the opfu
er
ion
” ssac
firms in Ma
husetts.
A number of safety measures are out
for this session. Two bills for film censorship are in the basket. A quantity of
Beano bills have all been killed. Tax
measures, none directly affecting theatres,

As They Conventioned —
Belated , but interesting , shot of 20 th Century-Fox Salesmen Johnny Feloney,
Harry Gold, Jimmy Connolly and Matthew Simons and Booker Norbert Murray of the Boston exchange as the company held its annual sales parley in
Chicago.

and

things. Those were the different elements that caused me to believe that it

wasn’t to our best advantage
ond-run.”

to sell a sec-

‘‘Now, so far as admission prices were
concerned, the admission prices during
the season 1931-32 were the same as during the season 1930-31 when you had sold
them, were they not?”
Wolf affirmed that.
“Have you since dealt with
Rothenberg in other places?”
“We have.”
“In

Morse

and

those spots where you have mentioned the incomplete contracts, did you

cancel those
“Yes.”
“Did

you

contracts?”
cancel

at their request?”

“Yes,” Wolf replied. “We were
that the houses were closed.”

"True-Name" Bill
Argument Aired
Boston — Rep. Francis X. Coyne, whose
nationally known true-name bill has been
filed these past two years with the Massachusetts legislature, requested the body to
hold up action on the measure until he
addressed the populace on the subject over
WBZ.
Coyne’s
(1) Do

trio of bills would:
away with screen

aliases;

(2) Prohibit the use of “assumed names”
by persons owning a business, serv-

Also in abeyance is a measure that would
pend.
enable
the granting of permits for stage
appearances for children under 14. The
original bill on this subject has been
amended in regard to musical comedy and
legitimate play provisions. Under the present law, minors under 14 may not appear
in the Bay State motion picture houses.
When vaudeville was more prevalent here,
houses overlooked the measure in the cases
of a number of screen juveniles, figuring
that the personalities of these persons
would be worth more to the houses than
the liable fines.

Rhode

Island Decision

Nears
Boston —on
The"Mamlock"
Rhode Island
court

has

supreme
for April 17 on

set a hearing

the

Providence ban of “Professor Mamlock.” No steps have been taken in Boston
to revive a litigation inaugurated here following the state Sunday ban on the feature. The latter case was dropped voluntarily by Amkino.

notified

“And is it customary if you hear a house
is closed, with contracts incomplete, to
cancel

the

contracts?”

“If we believe there is no way of forcing collection on them,” Wolf said, “but
this was a little unusual. I don’t remember at any time of having five in one
period. I wouldn’t have been surprised
at a single theatre situation closing. That
happens very often, and if there is no way
of endeavoring to force the thing, there
is no other way

but to cancel

it.”

“In these situations they requested that
you cancel the incomplete contracts and
you cancelled
“Yes.”

them.”

“You

sold them in other
after, did you not?”
“Yes.”

places

there-

nodded.

“The fact that these contracts which
you have mentioned were incomplete had
no effect in causing you to refuse to sell
in other

wUmmM

GIVE

THREE

t

•

t

\i
\

'

TIMES

GREATER LIGHT THAN
LOW INTENSITY
YET
ADDITIONAL

TICKET SALE
PER SHOW
PAYS
FOR

HiyhjQintMiSLly

OPERATION

places?”

“I don’t think that in any of the other
places there was any particular effect upon our other revenue in that situation
whether

ENARC

LAMPS AND
RECTIFIERS

ONE

“And since the season of 1930-31, you
have continuously sold them in some of
their spots, have you not?”
The district manager again

BRENKERT

we

sold them

“No, my question was whether the fact
these contracts were incomplete in some
spots had the effect of causing you to refuse Morse and Rothenberg in other

:: April

NEW' ENGLAND ORGANIZATION
NEW ENGLAND EXHIBITORS
28-30 PIEDMONT

places.”
“No,” said Wolf.
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Maine's Sunday Show Bill Is
Held by Tax Amendment

H°LY
WEEK, for most part, held up
very good with city’s first run houses,
several of them reporting 100 per cent
business and one of them, Fays, checking
up

Portland, Me. — After being tossed from
the house to the senate and back again
to the house, the Sunday motion picture
bill has finally been passed along to a
committee of conference in an effort to
iron out a disagreement between the two
branches over an amendment proposing
a five-cent
sion.

tax

on

each

Sunday

admis-

Only Representatives William P. Donahue, Biddleford and H. C. Buzzell of Belfast spoke in favor of the bill.

the bill was reconsidered April 4, the senate reversing its previous decision and indorsing the measure, 17 to 11. The senate cut out of the bill, by an 18-10 vote,
the house amendment calling for the fivecent tax on Sunday admissions.

Bingo Legalization Bill Is
Killed in New Hampshire

But the lower branch refused to join
the senate in rejecting the amendment,
insisting on passing the bill to be engrossed, as amended, and adopted the motion
of Rep. Robert C. McNamara of Winthrop,
sponsor of the tax proposal, to ask for a
committee of conference.

conferees. A similar group was expected to be named in the senate shortly.

regular city election, and prohibiting anyone operating Sunday shows from working employes more than six days a week.
Monday Holiday Bill Progresses

weekends” was passed to be engrossed by the house, after Rep. Cleveland Sleeper jr„ Rockland, had moved unsuccessfully to have it rejected. Holidays which would be celebrated on Mon-

The

house

April

5

rejected

Rejection

Guaranteed
Years
Call

94

or

for

Write

2

LIBcrty

6855-6

BOSTON
for

D<
Details

and

Prices.

mem-

in Massachusetts

part of the anti-lottery statutes might be
interpreted as to indicate the cash giveaway as illegal. The bill was brought
without the knowledge and support of the
Bank Night office.

to permit pari-mutuel dog-racing in Maine,
accepting an eight to two majority unfavorable report on the bill by the Committee on Legal Affairs. The bill was introduced by Rep. Fred H. Jordan of South
Portland and sponsored by a corporation
which had planned to construct a plant
at Old Orchard Beach. It was described

Richard B. Rubin

and

Boston — The Massachusetts legislature
ory.”
has
declined to pass a bill which would
legalize Bank Night by providing that no

legislation

the hard-of-hecrring aid that excels
Increase good will
and box office
revenue with this
easily installed,
20 Shawmut
St.
mechanically perfect device.

game called “Hollywood Party” is a Bingo
game. Tire judge reserved decision following the hearing of evidence in a test case
with Frederick Quatrano, 31, manager of
the Lido Theatre, as the defendant.

of “skill, knowledge

HollywoodBenne
— Joan
Bennett
“Bay" will star in
tt in
Walter Wanger’s
Sarah Y. Mason
on the script.

“House Across the Bay.”
and Victor Heerman are

giving

it one

of the

biggest

There

is strong

activity in the state this

year to make Good Friday a religious holiday, closing up theatres, etc. Knights of
Columbus are sponsoring the idea and Governor Vanderbilt and other state officials
favor the idea. Woonsocket theatres all
make a practice of closing on Good Friday.
Eddie

Reed,

manager

of

the

Strand,

played “Easter Bunny” to kids in Ward
G at Rhode Island Hospital here Saturday, footing the bill for a show that included an 11-piece orchestra, 10 acts of
vaudeville and free candy for all the youngsters in the ward.
William

J. McCourt,

new

manager

of

RKO-Albee, wasted no time in getting into
harness and, with assistance from Billy
Martin, who is doing special publicity for
the house, effected some good tieups on
“ Love

Affair,” current feature. These included a hookup with the Providence Gas
Co., which ran a big ad spread in daily
papers Tuesday plugging the film and tying

here, for a half hour broadcast next Sunday afternoon; another credit for McCourt
and Martin’s initiative.
Fall River

citizens witnessed

a

spirited

argument at city council meeting Thursday night, brought on by a proposed ordinance which would have prohibited issuance of licenses to theatres hereafter established within 200 feet of a church. Ordinance committee finally voted 3 to 2 to
withdraw the proposed ordinance.
Associated Theatres opened their darkened Playhouse Easter Sunday for showing of an all-Swedish foreign language bill.
Ethel Barrymore is booked in for two nights
later in the month in “White Oaks,” indicating house won’t return to its vaudefilm policy in the near future.

Warner Names Binstock
To Helm Hartford Lyric
New

Haven — The Warner theatre department announces the appointment of

Paul Binstock, formerly with the Randforce circuit, to the managership of the
Lyric

j
|

grosses

Holy Week’s in house history, due entirely
to the draw of Count Berni Vici’s revue
on the stage.

it in with new model gas range. With “Love
Affair" practically certain of a holdover
booking, a condeiisation of the scenario is
being rehearsed by 20 th Century Players,
dramatic group of Radio Station WJAR

Waterbury, Conn. — City Court Judge
Edward Mascolo is studying briefs in an
effort to determine if the new theatre

it is a game

Memorial
Day and

EXCELLOPHONE

for the

Prosecuting Attorney Frank Thealey declares the game is in violation of the state
gambling laws while the defense contends

bill proposing Maine observe principal holidays always on Monday to permit

day are Washington’s Birthday,
Day, Patriot’s Day, Columbus
Armistice Day.

newspaper advertising that “novelty”
parties still flourish.
Also killed was a measure which would
have established a commission to conduct

"Hollywood Party”
Is Under Scrutiny

The bill, with a local option clause, carried two amendments permitting municipal officials of a city to sanction or oppose the showing of Sunday films before
inhabitants voted on the proposal at a

“long

Concord, N. H. — In accordance with an
unfavorable report of the ways and means
committee, the house has killed a measure
which would have legalized Bingo or
Beano games. Nevertheless, it is noted in

sweepstakes to raise more revenue
state and local communities.

Mr. McNamara, together with Rep. Randolph A. Weatherbee of Lincoln and Hodgdon C. Buzzell of Belfast were named

A

fees and pari-mutuel returns.
Committee members opposing the bill
included Senators H. C. Marden of Kennebec, Ralph I. Morse of Waldo, and Clifford G. Chase of Washington, and Representatives Robert B. Dow of Norway, J.
Bennett Pike of Bridgton, W. Mayo Payson of Portland, Leo Shesong, Portland
and Charles F. Dwinal, Camden.

The tax was tacked onto the bill by the
house last week and passed along to the
senate, which body promptly rejected the
measure. At the request of Senator Jeremiah Kennedy (R) of Hancock, however,

house

in committee hearing as a source of considerable state revenue through license

AIR CONDITIONING?
Nothing

Better — Nothing
Than Well Water

ROBINSON

ARTESIAN
CO., INC.

Cheaper

WELL

eynnfield
center,
mass.
Tel. Eynnfield Center 123

Theatre, Hartford, succeeding William Flanagan, who has been transferred
to the Lenox, Hartford. J. Kenny, former
manager of the Lenox, has resigned.
Harry F. Shaw, Loew-Poli division manager, reports that Joe DaMano, assistant
at the Bijou, New Haven, has been transferred to Boston, and Charles Gaudino,
College Theatre student assistant, has been
temporarily appointed to fill the Bijou
vacancy.
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M IE W
all theatre Holy Week tradigREAKING
tion, “Dodge City” opened at the Roger Sherman to record business, and continued big throughout the first week and
holdover, receipts comparing favorably
with top business in the height of the
season.
John Hesse gets the orchids for his tieup with the local Dodge car agency, which
didn’t

dodge the lion’s share of the expense of printing and distributing 20,000

tabloid heralds on Dodge and “Dodge
City;” also arranging two parades of cars
through town and to the theatre prior to
the opening. Hesse gave Annie Oakleys to
the first 100 people to present the heralds
at the theatre.
Over the bounding main, the high road
or the low road, film people are returning
to the Nutmeg State from shake-off-winter vacations . . . The Harry Shaws call
their cruise in southern waters the best
yet. Off for a real change from Harry’s
duties as Loew-Poli division manager, they
couldn’t resist visiting the Trinidad film
exchange and the “beautiful” Barbados
Theatre, and were calling on the Bridgeport houses two hours after landing on
U. S. soil.
B. E. Hoffman, Warner theatre executive, went sea-faring for 18 days, with
Nassau and other short ports of call in the

IHI[ A V IE W

borscht circuit has not yet parted with his
cast, souvenir of an auto accident many
months ago, and is confined to his home.
Loew’s

have

discontinued

the

playing

of the “Star Spangled Banner” at the close
of each show in the New England houses.
The innovation was not too well received
and sometimes
cidents.
Fred

Quatrano

resulted

in unpleasant

is drawing

the plans

in-

for

Racebrook ... Si O’Toole, head of the
Warner New England sound department,
is doing the rounds at the Meadowbrook

While Senator Coles of Bridgeport has
forced his Bingo bill back into committee
following first unfavorable report of the
same judiciary committee on the measure,
New Britain and Plainville are only two
of the several spots where organizations
continue games, and “skill” type of Bingo
flourishes at Savin Rock . . . Waterbury’s
“Hollywood Party” awaits city court decison. . . Worcester games come under
ruling of “not more
secutive days a week.”

than

two con-

Edward Morey, Republic district manager, was a visitor from Boston . . . Henry
Germaine of Paramount was on the sick

No Budget

for Bones

Bahamas . . . Observers of Dan Frnn’s
steady terrific pace in the Warner Theatre
office wonder if he won’t be next on the
vacation list . . . The Warner New England zone still holds to its original first
place in the theatre department drive,
with every effort strained to keep the lead.
Back

from

the shores

of Miami

are Leo

Schapiro and family, of the Guilford Theatre, who topped off the trip with the purchase of a brand new Chevrolet. The Leo
Bonoffs of Saybrook and Madison, Barney
Pitkins, RKO manager, and Lou Moscow,
of Progressive Premium have also returned
from the same parts. Lou stuck to rod
and reel and drained the Miami waters of
kingfish, barracuda, and — almost pulled
in a sailfish . . . Jeanette Berlinger, Grand
National booking manager, is off on a 10day sail to Nassau to recuperate from a
recent operation . . . Adolph G. Johnson of
the Strand, Hamden and Meadow St., returned from ten days at a Dr. Hay health
resort to spend Easter with his family.
. . . Mrs. Philip Saslau, of the Fishman
circuit has also returned from a Miami
vacation with her daughter.
Nathan Podoloff, Arena manager, describes the big-name vaudeville engagements for the sports palace, as “entirely
experimental.” The policy will be to try
to present a revue plus a recognized band.
Paul Tremaine and Paul Whiteman led
off to a sellout, with Glen Gray and his
Casa Loma ork booked for the 16 th; prices
55-85-$1.10, children at half.
Sympathy to Samuel Calechman, of the
Howard Theatre, on the recent passing of
his father, Joseph Calechman, of Wallingford. . . George Wilkinson, of the Wilkinson Theatre, vet exhibitor in this state,
will be honor guest at a Meadow St. banquet soon . . . Nathan Lampert of the
BOXOFFICE
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Bridgeport, Conn. — A big dog wandered
into the lobby of the Majestic the other
night and settled down to watch the audience filing in and out. A few persons
stopped to pat him and the animal was
having a perfect time until he was spotted
by the doorman who called an usher to
toss him out.
The dog didn’t mind being patted, but
being shoved out of the warm lobby into
the rain was another matter and when
the lad tried to drive him out he showed
his teeth and growled. The assistant
manager was consulted, but even in his
presence the dog merely showed some
sharp tusks and held his ground. Finally
the call went for Manager Morris Rosenthal. The dog in his own fashion dared
the manager to come over and place an
unfriendly hand on him. Morris took in
the situation, thought how his tuxedo
would look after a tussle with the canine
and promptly sent an usher across the
street to a butcher market for a bone. It
cost the Majestic a dime, but the dog went
willingly with the bone a lure.
Now Morris is worried that the dog may
come back for more bones. There is nothing in the Majestic budget to provide for
the daily feeding of dogs.

POPCORN

St. . . . Tim O’Toole spent Easter with his
family in Boston . . . Harry Gibbs spent
the holidays in New York.
Weekend notes : I. J. Hoffman, Warner
theatre zone head, is getting in some early
golf practice and a first seasonal tan at

Robert Schwartz’s new theatre in Thomaston, for which ground will be broken
this spring.

the new

list for a few days . . . Irwin Wheeler of
the Playhouse, New Canaan, made one of
his none too frequent sallies on Meadow

Country Club . . . James J. Bracken, Warner contact manager, is learning to swing
a mean club, and now manages to get the
ball off the tee 30 yards . . . Eddie Ruff,
Paramount manager, expects to put on
form and take off pounds at Racebrook
this coming season . . . Lou Schaefer of the
Paramount Theatre is partial to bowling
on his day off, as a means of limbering up
for bigger and better theatre management.
Report is the Arena vaude stage is set
up in some ten hours, but comes down in
half that time.
Warner, Metro and 20 th-Fox men are
back from convention full of the usual
pep-you-up-o. Metro office managers and
bookers have still to meet separately in
New York . . . Morris Joseph and Arthur
Titus are at the Universal meet in Cincinati. . . Columbians will probably be
summoned to the fold sometime after the
end of the drive, May 12, perhaps in a
series of regional meets.
Loew-Poli managers met at the boss’s
office Tuesday for the first interchange of
ideas since Harry

Shaw’s

return.

Report is Sal Adorno and his four sons
are interested in both a summer drive-in
and a new all-year 1,000-seat house on
College St., Middletown . . . Fred Van
Doren is working things out with the
Waterbury Bldg. Department on his Watertown Ave. theatre site, and is simultaneously seeing architects.
National

Theatre

Supply

installed

new

screen and booth equipment in the Capitol, Middletown, now
Morris Pouzzner
operated . . . Speaker and screen tower
are up for the Milford Turnpike drive-in,
and grading is in progress . . . Rumor of
open-air location being considered between Westport and Fairfield.
“Dodge

City”

stayed

three

weeks

in

Hartford, two in New Haven and Bridgeport and full weeks in several split-week
spots on opening in the district.
The

Quittner-Perakos plans for a
(Continued on page 98)

MEANS

new
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JOSEPH
DiPESA, ill
Loew’s
publicist, has
been A.
seriously
at Massachusetts
General Hospital with an ulcerated throat.
Harry Pearlswig, M-G-M
accessories
manager, a?id Anna Grossman are engaged. The wedding is planned for June 18.
Ken Forkey, circuit operator and past
Commander of the Theatrical Post of
American Legion, has recovered from the
grippe.

and copped particular congratulations
from Ken Kurson, Graphic field manager,
for the job.
Mary

Coogan of Universal
delphia for the weekend.

was

in Phila-

Charles White of the Keith’s Memorial
staff was out last week with the grippe..
Louis Glinner has been assigned back
to the Olympia as assistant manager. He
had been resident manager of the Broadway in Chelsea, now closed by M&P.

Anti-lottery trouble has arisen in Bar
Harbor, Me., in connection with the operation of Bank Night. Roy E. Heffner has
been attempting to straighten out the
matter.

A. Rudenstein has changed the name of
the former Princess Theatre in Bridgewater to the Capitol.

Mickey Hochburg of National Screen
Service has been ill. He is the brother of
Nat Hochburg, Ayer theatre operator.
Walter Berganti, who left the Theatre
Service and Supply Co. several months ago
because of an enforced operation, has quit
the equipment game and has gone into the
restaurant business in Woodstock, Vt.
Mary

Connors

Corp. has been
ed ankle.

of the

M&P

Theatres

on the job, despite a twist-

Sam Levine, Grand National booker,
contradicts former boss Marcel Mekelburg
and states he is still living in Brighton.
Maurice Schwartz, M&P publicity assistant to HaiTy Browning, has been laid
low with a recurrent bronchial condition.
John Spencer, brother-in-law of Mayor
Maurice Tobin, city censor, has been ill

Henry Straut, program man, was planning a Maine busmess trip last week.

William J. Cuddy, RKO
booker, announces that the household has successfully collaborated on a name for the fourth
Cuddy youngster. It is Marguerita Ann
Cuddy, suh!
May Fox Woolfall, cashier at Loew’s
State, was out with the grippe last week.
Robert Wenner has taken
Theatre in Whitinsville.

over the Star

Mike

Gorfinkle, president of the Columbia Club, announces that the body will
probably meet Monday, April 17. No
particular business in the offing. The
next social function of the body will probably be the summer outing.
Al Hamilton of the Empress in South
Norwalk, Conn., has been handling the
opening campaign on the new Norwalk
there.
Theatre,

which

will replace

M&P’s

Regent

Phil Berler, chief booker for E. M.
Loew, and Mrs. Berler have returned from
Central America. Both had colds during
much of the foray.

of St.

Howard W. Pettengill, Worcester theatre man, has been under police protection

Martin J. Mullin and Sam Pinanski, circuit partners, were in New York on business.

following the receipt of the “Masked
Raider” notes demanding five thousand
dollars in lieu of death. FBI investigators
have been on the fob in addition to postal

at the Cardinal O’Connell
Elizabeth’s Hospital.

House

Harry Asher, former Grand National division manager now distributing independently, has been widely booking “Mutiny
of the Elsinore.” The Paul Lukas starrer
fust concluded two weeks at the Trans
Lux.
Helen Morris of M-G-M has been
vacation and in New York.

on

a

James Hogan, Paramount director, was
in Worcester last week, visiting the home
folks. He left in the general direction of
England, taking along a scenario penned
by Meyer Marcus of M&P.
The script is
woven around the Guy Fawkes episodes in
London, brought to memory these past few
weeks by recent bombings.

and

police authorities.

No Gags

“If you

want

to

Wanted

Boston — The three stalwarts behind the
RKO booking desk have suddenly become
allergic to such floral offerings as violets
and pansies. It’s nothing to do with an
aversion to springtime but, rather, has
to do with the “Bookers Beauty Contest”
being staged as a humorous segment of
the George Schaefer drive.
The RKO booking trio are working under
three feminine cutouts, each appropriately
topped by a head of each respective male
individual.

Doris
grippe

Bill Spragg, M&P district manager, and
Mrs. Spragg have returned from Panama
perambulations .

Samuel Kurson, head of the Graphic
Theatre circuit, and Mrs. Kurson have left
California after several months on the
coast. They planned to stop over in Boston this week before returning to their
Bangor home.

Richard Welch, assistant to Scott Roberts, Graphic manager in Camden, Me.,
has been expecting a new citize?i any day.

die, laugh at this letter,” grimly asserted
one of the missives which, writing experts
determined, were written by two men.
Berman

of

UA

shook

off

the

last week.

A Boston theatre manager sought a divorce on varied charges, including an allegation that his wife had once chased
him with a butcher knife during one of
their

“ many

tempered

arguments.”

Jack Eames, New Hampshire circuit
owner, is still wearing the Florida sun.
C. F. Millett, operator of the State in
Bridgton, Me., has been oiling his reels.
Both the former Publix manager and Mrs.
Millett are inveterate fishermen.
W. Ray Johnston of Monogram was
have been in town late this week.

to

Leonard Goldberg, former manager of
the State in Quincy, is now handling Price
Premiums here following his resignation
from the Tower in Lowell.
Ben Wilansky, operator
and Stuart, has a new car.
Phil Fox, Columbia
and

of

manager

the

Globe

in Albany,

Mrs. Fox were in town for the holidays . . . Moe Grassgreen, New Haven

exchange
here.

manager

for 20 th-Fox,

also was

Harry Segal has opened new
headquarters on Melrose St.

Imperial

Carl Myrshal, Harwichport operator, returned from Florida to be confronted by a
bad cold and an attached bank account.
The latter is the result of a Bank Night
suit for royalty collections.
Max

Tabackman, head of the Massachusetts Theatre Co., whose holdings include Holyoke, New Haven, New Britain,

and West
days.

Haven

was

in town

for the holi-

Sam Goldstein, Western Massachusetts
Theatres partner, is back in the Bay State
from Honolulu.
George Husson expects his Royal Theatre in Lowell to benefit as a result of a
new government housing project due to
start there August 1. Approximately one
thousand apartments will go up in the
rear of the Husson house.
Abe
and

Weiner,

UA

manager

his Boston bride
mooning in Miami.

have

in Pittsburgh,
been

honey-

Sam Moscow, Columbia division manager in the South, is expected here shortly,
en route to visit his son who has been critically ill for some time at Beth Israel.
Two film men came closer to fisticuffs
at the Hotel Statler last week than some
onlookers may have realized.
Paul
throat.

Levi, Metropolitan Theatre advertising manager, was out with a sore

So that there’ll be no mistake,

Carroll Wilson stimulated an anniversary week at the Campus in Middlebury,
Vt., by staging different novelties daily

there are the designations: “'Cuddles’
Cuddy, ‘Bubbles’ Smith, and ‘Dimples’

96

Grover.”

Phillip

Lavine,

New

England

manager

for the Philip Smith chain, already is talking a new West Indies cruise despite the
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fact fie and Mrs. Lavine have only just
returned from their most recent annual.
Jack

Goodwin,

Metropolitan

manager,

Boston Film Legion Post
Plans Weekend Cruise
pOR the third
council has

announces that the “Union Pacific” special will be here May 4, which ties in with
the 4,332-seat house’s opening
Paramount feature on the same

with
day.

George Kraska, operator of the Fine
Arts, has had his office redecorated.
Fred

Greenway

and

George

Jone

Joe Walsh, will probably darken the
Rialto at Windsor Locks about June 3 for
several weeks of renovations .
con

chatter

on

whether

or not

a certain local theatre deal involved $130,000 brought the quip from a suburban exhibitor: “It’s a lot of money
didn’t put it up.”
John Dervin opens the
the National UA sales
Salesmen Joe Cronin,
George Hager, and Nate
prize money.

even

to New
May 6.
The

of

Loew’s State and Orpheum, and Jack
Goodwin of the Metropolitan, held their
programs over two additional days to
make way for Saturday openings.

Pro and

Boston — The Theatrical Post of American Legion will sponsor a weekend cruise

the

if he

local chapter of
drive April 23.
Herb Schaeffer,
Ross are out for

Members of the Massachusetts Safety
Council will spot registration numbers of
careful women drivers in a Hearst-Loew’s
tieup in which publicist Joe DiPesa will
give candy and corsages to selected
femmes.
William Bishop, local projectionist, has
a new Nash . . . William Harvey, also of
the Fine Arts, has his Terraplane on the
road again.
Nat

Max, Loew’s State Theatre projectionist, is back at work after being on the
sick list for several months.
Jarl Hermanson, who resigned from the
MkP art department several months ago
to go to New York, is still doing the Strand
shows there. Hermanson did the sets for
Frank Fay’s comeback and has been doing work for the Theatre Guild, Dave
Bines and others. He plans to be in Boston within the next few days.

Patrick

Mike

Gorfinkle, president of the Columbia Club, and Miss Dorothy Block are

pointing toward a May 28 “altar-ation.”
Their engagement was announced several
months ago.
Larry O’Toole, Boston and New
theatre artist, is back at T. Wharf
the South Seas.

Assigned

York
from

After Pact

feminine lead in “Spellbinder,”
Lee Tracy, her first assignment.

Anna

starring

Neagle Starrer

Hollywood — Anna

Neagle

will star

“Dawn,” a Herbert Wilcox production
RKO. Michael Hogan scripts.
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Me,.

by insurance.
Only 15 persons were in the house when
the fire, caused by a broken film, started.
They made their escape without injury
and in an orderly manner. Arthur Jack,
son of the manager, was operating the projector when the fire started.

Pouzzner Closes Palace
At Middletown. Conn,
Middletown,

Conn.

—

Morris

tion of parking meters in Portland’s business district. The council voted three to
two against the adoption of the ordinance.
Two of the city’s first-run theatres, the
Strand and State, are located in the area
affected had the meters been installed.

had

Portland, Me. — Fire, starting in the projection booth, swept swiftly through the
Acme Theatre at Kennebunk causing approximately $7,000 damage. Wallace Jack,
manager, said the loss was partly covered

Pouzzner,

who recently acquired the former Lockwood-Adorno operated Middlesex, Capitol
and Palace theatres, has now closed the
Palace, which he had been operating
weekends, and will operate the Middlesex
and Capitol full time. The Capitol has
been furnished with new screen and booth
equipment by National Theatre Supply.
Ernest Doreau remains as manager of the
houses.

The

offspring of two Filmrowites celebrated their birthdays here April 2 —
Lemiye Barbara, two-year-old daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Botwick, and
Ronna Elaine, Nathan Press’ three-yearold daughter. Botwick is manager of the
State Theatre; Press is his assistant.
Scarlet

fever,

pneumonia,

grippe

and

seven-day-flu are on the rampage here,
filling hospitals but not theatres. Harry
Botwick was one of the flu victims but
was back on the job, albeit a bit shaky,
April 7.
The annual Better Homes Exposition,
managed by William Freiday, York Harbor
exhibitor, proved to be serious competition
to theatres last week. Freiday formerly
operated the Deering Theatre, a suburban
subsequent.
Filmrow visitors: John Loftus and Jules
Conviser of Standard Theatre Supply Co.,
Boston:
ton.

Carl Divizia, RKO

McCourt

salesman,

Bos-

to Providence :

Craig
Helms
Boston — William

Keith's

J. McCourt of Keith’s
Memorial has been transferred to the
RKO Albee in Providence as manager.
The move followed Harry McDonald’s
promotion to the division managership.

James Craig has taken over
duties at the Boston house.

McCourt ’s

WHEW HAMPSHIRE
■y^ILLIAM
SHARBY,
manager recently
of the
Capitol Theatre
in Hillsboro,
delivered a talk on “Theatre Management”
at Hillsboro High School. After the discourse, he answered

students’

questions.

An

unfavorable House judiciary committee has killed the state sales bill in the
legislature.
Billy B. Van, former big-time comedian,
who came to New Hampshire for his health
and

became a prominent soap manufacturer, is now also a candy manufacturer.
lives in Newport.

The Playhouse Theatre in Montpelier ,
Vt., which was destroyed by fire April 2,
at an estimated loss of $100,000, will be
rebuilt, it is reputed. The house was
operated by R. S. Gilbert and owned by
the Maine-New Hampshire Theatre Co.
A

in

post commander,

Acme at Kennebunk.
Is Damaged by Fire

He

Hollywood — Barbara Read has signed
a long-term contract at RKO, with the

F. Healey,

a special meeting scheduled for last Thursday, at which time it was planned to further arrangements for the annual embarkation. Also scheduled to come up was
discussion on the possibility of forming a
junior baseball team.

Jerry Lee has been promoted to the
position of doorman at the Fine Arts.
Herb Millard was given a brief case and
cigarette lighter by MkP associates last
week on the occasion of his leaving to join
Prudential in New York.

York and the World’s Fair on
James Sherran of the state censorship board is in charge of reservations.
entire film district is invited.

consecutive year the city
decided against installa-

complete set of Priscilla Parker cosmetics is being displayed in the lobby of
the Modern in Manchester, which will give
a free gift to each lady attending the

Thursday
16 weeks.

and

Friday

shows

for the next

A bill in the legislature is intended to
put racing “bookies” out of business. A
fine of $500 to $1,000 is provided for first
offenders, and imprisonment, in addition
to the fine, for “repeaters.”
Renovations are being made
Opera

at the Gonic

House.

Theatres

have

been

feeling the effects,

to some extent, of New Hampshire’ s annual “mud season,” which has virtually
marooned many persons in the outlying
districts.

PERSONAL
Direct
your

BOOKING

representation
theatre — seven

HERBERT

in

the

days

a

SERVICE
exchanges

for

week.

HIGGENS

250 Stuart Street
HANcock
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house in Jewett City have gone back to
the architect for revision. With favorable
weather, the town should have a new
house next fall . . . What ever happened
to A1 Schuman’s
exhibitors’ club?

plan

for a

Bridgeport

A rash of new Wrisley dish deals has
broken out hereabouts . . . The Princess,
Hartford tries a three-day giveaway of
platinum glassware opening May 4, 5, and
6 . . . Shelton has signed for Mayfair
Bak-N-Ware as of April 27 and 28 . . .
Duchess crystal is launched at the Capitol, Bridgeport May 5 and 6 . . . Park,
Allingtown starts etched gold china on a
20 cent ticket May 11 and 12 . . . Strand,
Plainville will make it Hostess golden glass
two-a-week.
“Wuthering Heights” had a private advance screening for the Yale man of letters, Dr. William Lyon Phelps, and a UA
representative from New York, followed
by good space in the Register quoting the
critic. Phelps found the picture true to
the spirit of the book.
that producers are not
dramas on the screen,
to popular tastes. I
introduce a whole new
tragedies

He said, ‘‘It shows
afraid to put great
not just pandering
believe this might
era of filming great

for the screen.”

St. Stephens Hall, Bridgeport church
has again dropped pictures after experimenting with a few engagements recently . . . Columbia is expecting good business
with “ First Offenders” at the Commodore
Hull, Derby, with support from the large
membership in the Valley in Sheriff Slaving ‘‘Don’t Be a First Offender Club.”
Success of Waterbury’s Rosalind Russell as U. S. woman president on the Columbia network Silver Theatre rumored
presaging similar casting by Metro in the
film version.
Poli, Bridgeport, will be the scene of a
midnight benefit show for the Boys Club
May 6, with Bob Emery and other radio
headliners featured.
Report is Ben Cohen now is on the
Metro distribution end for the Calcutta
and Burma territory in India. Ben was
former manager of the College, New
Haven.

Showman
Keene,

Heads

Church

N. H. — Peter D. Latchis, local exhibitor, has been elected for a three-year

term as president of St. George’s Greek
Orthodox Church. The Latchis Theatre
has donated new seats for the house of
worship.

Leads

Hollywood
Anita Louise

in "Old

Grad”

— Charley Grapewin and
have leading roles in Uni-

versal’s ‘‘Old Grad,” which Harold Young
will direct for Producer Ken Goldsmith.

Deposition Order
Again Sought
Boston — An

order

permitting

the

taking oi depositions in the TenantGorham
$100,000 anti-trust suit, from
certain

major

previously
George

F. Ryan

court at
argument
sought

distributor

employes,

granted but later countermanded, was sought by
Attorney
in the

federal

district

Burlington, Vt. Defendants'
was for a triple motion that

either

dismissal

of the

suit in

total, or deletion of the allegedly “redundant and irrelevant” part of the
bill of complaint, and also requested a

pRED
HELLMAN,
former doorman at
the Barnum has been promoted to
manager of the Colonial. Both houses are
owned by Lou Anger.
Harry

Rose

guested

the

Florence Hogan,
Majestic cashier,
eloped to Brewster, N. Y„ with a rookie
fireman. After the wedding ceremony her
wrist
dent. was

deeply

slashed

in an

Marshal

Hollywood — An extension of his acting
contract has been given to Alan Marshal
at Selznick International.

98

auto

acci-

bill of particulars.

Matt Saunders of the Loew-Poli in New
York to greet Frank Braden, William Conway and other Ringling circus executives.

State High Court Hears
Fears-Blumenthal Suit

The

Boston — The full bench of the state
supreme court sat last week on a suit
brought by Peggy Fears against Alfred C.
Blumenthal, New York producer and her
husband, and against his sister, Miriam
Rogers of Brookline. Miss Fears sought
to attach property, which she claims Blumenthal transferred to his sister to avoid
payment of a judgment for $10,999.10,
which is allegedly based on a separation
agreement between her husband and herself

Vacates Deposition Order
In Maine Trust Suit
Boston — The U. S. district court in Bangor has vacated an order permitting the
taking of defendants’ depositions in the
$100,000 anti-trust suit being brought by
C. F. Millett, operator of the State in
Bridgton, against major distributors and
the Graphic Theatre circuit. The reason
given was that the defendants were not
being afforded enough time. A similar
order will probably be granted later.

Globe

and the back
washed.

stage floor has been
and

side-walls

newly

scraped
white-

The Strand-Palace, Levine house, will
be known as the Palace in the future to
keep it from being confused with the same
circuit’s Strand, downtown
marquee is planned.
Rex

O’Malley

came

up

house.

from

New

his home

in Westport to see his latest film, “Midnight,” as the guest of Edgar Lynch at
the Warner. After the film, O’Malley was
prevailed upon to take a bow from the
stage.

Ed Sokolowsky Manages
The Tower at Lowell
Boston — Ed Sokolowsky, formerly assistant to Paul Ketchum at the Tower in
Lowell, now is managing the house for
Roy E. Heffner.
Leonard Goldberg,

recently

of the State

in Quincy, who replaced Ketchum when
the latter went with Schine, now is a premium representative in Boston.

Meriden Bars Children ;
A Scarlet Fever Wave

Service Grows

Meriden, Conn. — Theatre managers here
are cooperating with Health Officer Dr.
John E. Stoddard in temporarily keeping
all children under the age of 15 years from
their theatres. The move was asked by the
health official in an attempt to end a
wave of scarlet fever which has passed
100 cases.

Boston — Herbert Higgens, booker service operator who has taken over enlarged
quarters at 250 Stuart St., already has
lined up a number of summer situations.
Higgens already represents some two dozen
year-around theatre operators. He was
head booker at Warner for years.

Set Indefinitely
Finn's at Jewett City
Will Close July 7

Boston — “Ballerina,” which opened its
Boston premiere Easter at the Fine Arts
Theatre, will run indefinitely, according

Jewett City, Conn. — Finn’s Theatre,
temporarily housed in the local school auditorium since the hurricane, will be closed
by July 7, it is contemplated. Joseph Quittner and Peter Perakos will build a new
750-seater
fall.

this summer,

to be open

to Sam

Davidson of Cameo Screen Attractions, who held up the local release
so as to spot the Hub opening at the Back
Bay house, operated by George Kraska.

next

Bosketti's Daughter
S-I Extends

journalism

class of the YMCA for ‘‘Star Reporter” at
the Globe and netted a three-column picture plus a couple of prize-winning essays
in the Bridgeport Post.

Richardson

to Wed

Boston — George Richardson, National
Screen Service booker, and Ruth Jacobs
plan to marry on Wednesday, April 19.

Dead

Boston — The daughter of Frank Bosketti, operator of two Lawrence theatres,
died suddenly at the age of 23 with a
streptococcic sore throat. Bosketti lost a
sister only a few weeks ago.
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Contract Breach
Alleged in Suit
Bryan,

Tex. — A suit asking

Miami

Hearing

Trust Motions

$25,000 dam-

ages and recovery of a theatre site at College Station has been filed in district
court against the Bryan Amusement Co.
by the College Hills Estates Co. In its petition, plaintiff proposes to return $3,000
with six per cent from July 5, 1938, to the
defendant and also seeks damages.
The tract in College Hills Estates, just
outside the gates of A. & M. College, was
sold to Bryan Amusement Co. last summer.
The Bryan theatre company has been affiliated with Jefferson Amusement Co. in
Beaumont for several years. College Hills
is five miles from Bryan.
The petition recites the theatre site was
sold at a lower price than its worth, with
the understanding that a theatre would
be built immediately. It further charges
the amusement company did not and
never had intended to erect a theatre on
the described site.
The lot was bought solely to protect the
business of theatres in Bryan against any
new competition, the petition alleges. A
statement quoted as being in the deed follows: “The land is sold for the purpose of
the grantee erecting a theatre for a motion picture show building, together with
such other purposes that are ordinarily
connected with and under the same roof
with such business; and it is understood
that this condition is part of the consideration of this conveyance and runs with
this land.”
The petition further recites that after a
reasonable length of time, the plaintiff
asked defendant to hasten starting of construction, but instead the defendant
erected a large signboard in view of A. &
M. College students and motorists advertising pictures playing in Bryan. There
are nearly 6,000 students at the college.
According to the petition, defendant
was again approached to start construction of a theatre, with defendant then refusing to remove the signboard. The
amusement company advised plaintiff, the
petition states, that instead of building a
new theatre at the college, defendant had
expended nearly $100,000 improving theatre buildings in Bryan.
College Hills Estates Co. charges that
failure to build a theatre on the site in
question has greatly damaged the real
estate company, claiming value of surrounding property would have increased
$60,000 had defendant performed its
“obligation.” The College Hill company
says it has had offers from other theatre
operators to establish a theatre in said
community.
The case will be heard at the May

Miami — Hearing

on

Dallas — H.

P. Pettigrew,

local

“They are both (Cameo
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s

and Surf) threat-

Two Theatre Tax
Bills Face Texas
Dallas — While

a

previous

tax

measure

Riverside Opens
Lumberton,

N. C. — The

Riverside,

a new

750-seater built here by Morris LeGendre
of Summerville, S. C., is now operating.
Sam Trincher is manager.

Answer Deadline May
Be Delayed
Miami — Whether
one

of the

the

Cameo

and

suit against
major

or not

major

defense

Surf

ation in the

death

of

attorneys

in

theatres

Paramount,

distributors

the

April

25

anti-trust

Wometco

will mean

an

and
alter-

deadline

estab-

lished by the U. S. district court

for the

to the
clear.

original com-'
The death of

John P. Stokes, who represented Paramount Enterprises and

Paramount

Pictures,

Inc., is resulting

in a reorganization

of the firm in which

he

and

was

delay

a

partner

any

ened with additional and continuing losses
to their businesses and properties,” and all
portions referring to damages be dropped.
The motion further alleged that no bill of
particulars was submitted with complaint
for damages, that damages alleged were
merely speculative and conjectural, that
prospective profits cannot be recovered,
and that no showing is made that theatres
operated by plaintiffs could be operated
at a profit.
It was claimed, in the conclusion of this
motion that the portions of complaint referring to damages “tend to prejudice and
embarrass the fair trail of the cause.”
Among the many detailed requests made
in the second Wometco motion, requesting
more definite statement or a bill of particulars, specification was asked of the particular portions of the Sherman antitrust law and the Clayton act under which
the court’s jurisdiction was invoked.
The several portions of the complaint
mentioned in the “motion to strike out,”
submitted in the interests of all distributors except Paramount, included such

to pay old age pensions excluded amusements charging 50 cents and under, separate bills passed this week, one by each
house of the Texas legislature, signified
no such exemption for theatres. Tire senate bill proposed to tax theatres charging
over 25 cents in a two per cent general
sales levy. The house bill proposed to tax
gross receipts.
Theatre men most interested were unable
to learn the exact intent of the two bills
regarding theatre receipts. However, it was
pointed out, it is up to the two houses to
get together on a common tax measure,
details about which are expected to be
learned within the next few days.

Senator

theatre

motions

Portions which Wometco’s attorney
asked to have deleted from the original
complaint included such statements as,

filing of answers
plaint is not yet

architect, said his company is working
on plans for a new 1,300-seater to be built
at an early date by the Interstate circuit
in Tyler. The new house will be that
town’s “A” theatre.

on April 24

filed by defendants in the Surf and
Cameo theatres anti-trust suit against
Paramount Enterprises, Inc., Wometco
Theatres, Inc., and major distributors has
been set for April 24. Answers to the original complaint must be filed by April 25,
Filed on the deadline established by the
U. S. district court for additional motions, the new pleas asked for deletion of
certain parts of the plaintiff complaints
and for a more detailed bill of particulars.
Similar motions were asked by counsel for
Wometco and for Paramount.

term.

Plan Tyler House

additional

on Additional

action

in the deadline will await
pletion of that revamping.

on

com-

statement as “existing situation represents a discrimination against the motion
picture patrons of the city of Miami
Beach,” “That theatre-going public in
Greater Miami area is subjected to a terrific toll by way of entrance admissions,”
and that “Said arrangements have been
entered into with complete indifference
on the part of defendants to the comfort
and convenience of motion picture patrons
of the city of Miami Beach.
These strike-outs were requested, the
motion continued, because “the motion
picture business is not affected with a
public interest and the cited portions are
immaterial and impertinent to any claim
being made by plaintiffs against the deStriking out was also requested of this
fendants.”
statement; “They (Cameo and Surf theatres) are both threatened with additional
and continuing losses to their businesses
and properties as will be shown hereinafter.” The motion claimed that threatened losses to business or property does
not constitute an element of damages in
an action under the anti-trust laws; that
no proper basis had been laid for a claim
of additional and continuing losses; and
that no evidence had been presented that,
if current American films were available,
the theatres in question can be operated
at a profit.
This motion was signed by H. P. Adair,
Cyril C. Copps and Victor Blue of the
Jacksonville firm of Adair, Cooper, Osborne and Copps, as was a second motion
asking for a further bill of particulars.
The original complaint was filed shortly after the holidays by Henry K. Gibson,
legal counsel for Herman Weingarten,
president of the Washington and the Garden operating companies.
Crosby-Lamour-Hope
Hollywood — Bing

Crosby,

Dorothy

mour and Bob Hope will be teamed
Paramount’s “Road to Mandalay.”

La-

in
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REPUBLIC'S "MAN OF CONQUEST" ACCORDED
OUTSTANDING WELCOME AT HOUSTON DEBUT
Trade and Civic Leaders
Turn Out in Honor of
The Occasion

"Terrific" and "Colossal"
Pale Before Premiere
Held in Houston
By BESS
Houston — While

W. SCOTT
critics racked

licity director for Interstate, and Raymond Jones, Majestic manager, were a few

their

brains for synonyms for “colossal” and
“terrific” and holiday crowds jostled each
other good-naturedly and all but tore the
lobby microphone loose from its moorings,
the Majestic Theatre here staged Houston’s first world premiere April 6.
Fittingly, the film was “Man of Conquest,” based on the life story of Sam
Houston, Texas’ No. 1 hero who carved
an empire from the Mexico-ruled wilderness 100 years ago and brought into the
national union its largest state.
Richard Dix, who plays the role of Houston, and Gail Patrick and Joan Fontaine
were given a rousing welcome by native
Texans who are noted for doing things
in a real way. The players were feted, lauded in talks by city officials and were given
a tumultuous welcome by crowds that
jammed the two main streets for 30 minutes before the picture started, and again
inside the theatre by a house that was
sold out a week before the premiere.
“During the 11 weeks we worked on the
picture, I saw only rushes for four or five
days,” Dix told his audiences. “That means
I have not seen the completed picture,
and it will be as new to me as it is to you.
I only hope you will like the picture and
be in no way disappointed in our interpretation of your state hero.”
“Tonight I really feel that ‘the eyes of
Texas are upon’ me,” Miss Patrick said.
“I hope you’ll be as proud of the picture
as we are of Texas. I feel like I am back
in Alabama,”

she

added.

Miss

Fontaine

of the film names who
cast from the theatre

spoke on the broadlobby preceding the

premiere.
Local speakers were Mayor Oscar Holcombe, Judge Ben Davidson, Phil Hamberger, city commissioner; J. E. Griffith, postmaster; Mrs. O. H. Carlisle, head of the

On the Stage —
Robert J. O’Donnell, general manager
of the Interstate circuit, and Richard
Dix, lead in Republic’s “Man of Conquest,” giving the Majestic premiere
audience a bit of humor.

was breathless as she was almost swept
from her feet at the outdoor microphone and had to hold it with both hands.
“I

always

heard

the

people

of Texas

were nice, but I didn’t dream they were
this nice,” she said.
R. J. (Bob) O’Donnell, general manager
of Interstate Theatres, Inc.; James R.
Grainger,

president of Republic; Bill Underwood, distributor for Republic in Texas;
Frank O. Starz, district publicity manager for Interstate; Bob Kelley, local pub-

Federated Women’s clubs; Mildred- Stockard, film critic of the Houston Chronicle;
Paul Hochuli, film critic of the Houston
Press, and Ves Box, announcer for KXYZ.
Two previews were held, the first with
seats reserved and the second on the
catch-as-catch-can basis. Dix and Miss
Fontaine arrived early Thursday morning
by train and were greeted by 400 fans.
Miss Patrick was given a similar welcome
when she arrived at the airport. Bob
O’Donnell was toastmaster at a luncheon
for the visitors at noon when the three
stars were given an inscribed desk set by
the local film editors. They were taken
for a tour of the San Jacinto battleground
20 miles from Houston where a beautiful
monument, three feet higher than the one
in Washington, will be dedicated April 21
on a state holiday

known

as “San

Jacinto

Joseph Hoffman, director, and a few of
the Houston Symphony orchestra played
medleys of Texas airs as the crowd gathered for the preview. Cheering hundreds
were on their feet as the strains of “The
Day.”
Eyes
of Texas” began. A cheer and laugh
(Continued on next page)

Republic at Houston —
Studying the story of the world premiere of “Man of Conquest” at the Majestic in Houston are J. R. Grainger, Republic president; Al Lever, city manager for the Interstate circuit, and Herbert J. Yates, chairman of the Republic board. At the right
is a sample shot of the crowd that stormed the premiere.
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"Man of Conquest"
Premiere Thrills

On

the Side

At

the

Premiere

^y^HEN the visitors invited by Republic
reached Houston, they headed first for
the Rice Hotel lobby. There they crowded
around

(Continued

from

preceding

page)

arose as O’Donnell, Dix and George Yates,
producer of the picture, were given certificates of membership in the Houston Whittlers’ Club. To the delight of the fans
who sat near the stars’ box, these players
grew as excited as the audience and cheered as enthusiastically when Houston led
his men to victory at the Battle of San
Jacinto.
The recently perfected cold light beam
that shoots 75 miles into the air and is
made from oxygen, was used from the
roof of the theatre. This giant light of
1,000,000,000 candle power and the plight
of a local photographer, who climbed onto
the theatre roof for a picture and got
caught hanging, head down, with his camera and had to be rescued by firemen,
gave the street crowds as great a thrill
as did the Hollywood stars.
Reviewers gave the
a welcome as did the
bert Roussel, dean of
amusement editor of
said:

film as enthusiastic
preview crowd. Hulocal reviewers and
the Houston Post,

“ ‘Man of Conquest’ is a film for all
Texans to see. But better than that, it
is a picture which, after entertaining at
its world premiere, Houston can send out
to the rest of the world

without

blushing.”

seats

Lloyd Rust, Republic’s sales manager, who was busy trying to get them
in an already oversold Majestic.

Among Those at the
Houston Premiere

*

men

As evening set in, the Republic higherups gathered for an informal dinner which
ended just before show time about three
blocks away at the Majestic.
*
Much

credit for the success of the premiere goes to Hal Norfleet, who handled

in appreciation of the work
riety by the Chief Barker.

done

for Va-

Previous

plans were to make the presentation open to the public at a formal
luncheon in the Baker Hotel, but the Chief
Barker won out in his wishes for a less
pretentious affair at the Adolphus where
Variety has its headquarters. Therefore,
invitations mailed out were restricted to
members and their guests.

Sachs,

of Interstate, Dallas; Ray L. Jennings, Hondo; Robert Wygant, Houston;
Lynn Stocker, Griffith, Dallas; Louis O.
White, Austin; D. W. Warner, Baytown;

*

Lynn Smith, Gonzales; Bruce Royal, Cuero; Alvin Skelton, Dayton; Van Chamberlain, Benavides.
C. B. Lockwood and Mrs. Lockwood,

master

of ceremonies

on

the

Ma-

Roy C. Lee of Dallas had his big lights
in the street which reflected upward for
miles. Due to the jam, he barely had

❖

It wasn’t at all odd to see Louis Charninsky of the Elm Street in Dallas helping handle the crowds. He did fine for
awhile, but when it looked like the ropes
would break, he retreated inside to safer
quarters.

*

Republic has many oldtimers in the film
business and it was noteworthy to watch
Arthur Bromberg of Atlanta, Morris Loewenstein and Sol Davis of Oklahoma City,
and B. F. Busby of Little as they met
old friends and renewed acquaintances.

Houston; I. W. Spreckels, Schulenberg;
Mart Cole, Rosenberg; A. Lewis, A. Farb,
Houston; W. B. Goodrich, Houston; Herman Biersdorf, Doak Roberts, Dallas; L. J.
Piwetz, Lockhart; H. G. Stein, Luling;
R. H. Biggs, Sinton; L. Novy, Austin; R. I.
Payne, Griffith, Dallas; Sam Kirchheimer,
Houston.
J. R. Holloman, Corrigan; Fred V. Cannata, Mrs. Agatha Horwitz, Will Horwitz,
Houston; E. N. Collins, Humble; Regina
Robertson, Sugarland; R. Deering, Loew’s
State, Houston; R. N. Smith, Mission;
Otto Schmidt, Mason; Eph Charninsky,
San Antonio; J. B. Honeycutt and Mrs.
Honeycutt, Houston.
Walter Knoche, Fredericksburg; J. G.
Long,

Theo Routt, Bay City; W. G. Underwood, Lloyd Rust, Hal Norfleet, Louis
Charninsky, Bob Eilers, V. W. Crisp, Fred
Larned,

Seguin,

Phillips to Atlanta
Dallas — Colyar Phillips, who has held
down the booking desk at Sack Amusement Ehterprises here for the past year,
has been transferred to the Sack Atlanta exchange, where he will fill a similar capacity under Branch Manager Howard Wallace.

Ahead

in Hattiesburg

Hattiesburg, Miss.-— Work on the Royal
Theatre remodeling is progressing toward
a May 1 opening. The theatre will be
housed in the building formerly occupied
by Modern Appliance Co.
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Conquest”

world nell,
premiere
here,
R. J. O’DonFrank Starz,
P. were:
K. Johnston,
Harry

John L. Franconi, B. C. Gibson, L. D. Lutzer, Dallas; C. C. Bounds, T. W. Lewis,
Texarkana; Jack Groves, A1 Mortenson,
Houston; R. N. Dugar, Anahuac; C. C.
Coleman, Pilot Point; Burt King, Dallas;

As

O'Donnell

headed by Paul Short, engaged John Doctoroff, famous artist, to do the painting.
It will be hung in the Variety club rooms

“Man

of

film

The Majestic front really looked like
something big was going to happen. There
were more banners, flags and bright lights
than this reporter has ever seen in his
contact with theatres.

*

Handled by an expert, blank bombs were
exploded atop the theatre, with the noise
cracking alongside skyscrapers downtown
and echoing out far into the territory.

Empire Room of the Adolphus Hotel. Variety Club members, through a committee

the

and

jestic stage, R. J. O’Donnell, Interstate’s
vice-president and general manager, again
demonstrated he may have missed his calling. Although carrying highest rating as
a circuit executive, he is equally good as
an M. C. He has what it takes to hold
a big audience and he timed his laughs
right.
*

exploitation. He’s a veteran in publicity
and theatre management. Bill Underwood
signed him last year to work out of the
Dallas branch.

enough room to operate. His service added much color to the occasion.
*

on Apr. IT

attending

exhibitors

Irving Cohn and Tom R. Clemmons, Beaumont; H. S. Cole and Mrs. Cole, Bonham;
Earl Schultz, Crockett.
Joel Smith, Floresville; Hugo Plath,
Houston; A1 Johnson, Jacksonville; Lee
Quillen and Mrs. Quillen, representing Bill
Chesher of Littlefield; William C. Post,
Mexia; J. H. McHenry, Orange; Rubin
Frels, Victoria; Robert Cole, Eagle Lake;
F. D. Wilke, Houston; Victor A. Barraco,
Houston; Arthur A. Milentz, Liberty; Frank
Benson, Bowie.
Carl A. Milentz, Daisetta; Dale Wilson,
Elgin; W. L. Perley, Mount Bell view; R.
B. Weatherall, Madisonville; J. R. Brown,
Tomball; W. Roy Wright, Hempstead;

To Present Portrait of
Dallas — Presentation of the R. J. O’Donnell portrait will be made April 17 in the

Houston — Among

Dallas; Thomas L. Polka, Henderson; H. A. Daniels and Mrs. Daniels,
and many others.

Friendly (?) Rivalry
Houston — A “nifty” was pulled by Bill
Underwood, state distributor for Republic, when he was pulled and pushed
through a crowd of thousands to the microphone in the Majestic Theatre lobby before the “Man
April 6.

of Conquest”

premiere

here

“I am glad to see that Houston can pull
such a show as this,” said Bill, his mike
voice showing how winded he was. “I
am from Dallas and I am glad to see that
Houston can . . .”
The mighty roar of boos stopped even
Bill. He ducked into the theatre without
delay.

An Early Meeting Seen
For MPTO of Oklahoma
Oklahoma City — An early meeting of
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of
Oklahoma is forecast among state theatre
men, but leaders predict the session will
not be called until autumn.
Morris Loewenstein, president of the
MPTO, states no definite date for the
meeting has as yet been set but that it
would not be held until after adjournment
of the legislature.
Developments in the state within the
industry may bring about postponement
of the meeting until August or September.
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Sumner Contact Man
For Buying Pool
By

ERNEST

W.

RONALD
DIXON’S new Haskell Theatre,
practically being rebuilt after fire damage last month, should be ready for opening

FAIR

Oklahoma City — George Sumner, operating a theatre supply firm here, has been
official contact man for the independent
buying pool since it started formation in
Oklahoma over a year ago, it was learned
this week. He will continue in that caMay,

pacity until the organization’s meeting in
when the setup will be perfected and

announcement made of the group’s structure.
A spokesman for the forming body this
week told Boxoffice that “Our pool will,
of course, seek picture price reduction in
some instances where they are obviously
too high. But our main goal will be to
adjust, as far as prices are concerned,
the differences between the independent’s
and the circuit’s prices.”
Leaders of the organization have been
contacting independents over the state asking them to refrain from making new film
contracts until after the group meets here
in May.
Membership dues, according to present
plans, will range from $5 to $10, with dues
shaved accordingly as the group grows
in number.
It is understood the tentative setup includes eight districts over the state with
an organization committee in each district

in about three weeks, according to Architects Pettigrew and Worley, who are handling the job. The Haskell roof has been
raised to provide a balcony about twice
as large as the one before.
H. E. Hardgrave, R&R city manager at
Sherman, in town Monday, said with noticeable pride that the company had let
contract for rebuilding the Texas there,
which was completely destroyed by fire
just after the New Year.
Col. Cole flew in from Washington
the weekend, but left early in the week
other places, declining to say where.

for
for

now working to bring every independent
in Oklahoma to the May meeting. According to present plans, these districts
will be retained after the meeting and
the setup of the pool will be based on this
arrangement.
One

man in each district will be appointed by pool members in that district
to work with the general manager, whose
offices will be here.
The local office will handle all buying,
including film and equipment, and may
shop

for

Other

equip-

visitors

were

P.

was
W.

engaged
Cloud

of

Snyder; Rip Condron, Forney; H. S. Usry,
Decatur; Walter Knoche, Fredericksburg,
and Earnest Rockett, Itasca.
Out

in Decatur,

Tex., the power

of the

press

vs. the screen as advertising mediums has been challenged. While shopping, a woman lost her purse containing
$58. Frantically , she enlisted the aid of
H. S. Usry, manager of the Majestic. The
theatre was full. Usry quickly prepared a
slide offering a reward — put it on the
screen, hi one minute the money was returned to its owner.
is the most

“which

Jerry Stogsdill returned this week from
San Francisco where he went to attend the

operate a maintenance
ment as well.

funeral of his brother who
in the mercantile business.

‘‘Tell me,” said Usry,
powerful advertising

medium, the screen or the press?” He
didn’t argue the question because he’s a
veteran newspaper man himself.
Hans

Smith

has

opened

his fine new

Irving Theatre, 12 miles northwest
las. It is new from the ground
a very attractive showhouse.
the old Irving Theatre about

of Dalup and

He bought
three years

ago, developing the growing situation to
require an ultra-modern 500-seat house.
Houston & Smith were the architects.
With

the

Metropolitan

Opera

paying

its first visit to Texas here this week, attracting over 4,000 the first night at high
admissions, picture theatres went right
along

as usual.

Interstate

( Continued

on page

circuit, for in106-B)
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■p B. NOBLE jr.. State Theatre managing
* director, is back from several weeks’
wanderings about this section of the country just in time to look over remodeling
on one of the building’s store spaces which
is being converted into a barber shop.
Said work was supervised by State Manager Bob Pfotenhauer who learned plenty
about remodeling during his experience.

Joint Holy Week Services were conducted daily during that week in Tulsa at the
Orpheum Theatre, one of Ralph Talbot’s
houses. It was sponsored by the Tulsa
Council of Churches and considerable advertising was given the event by Vandevers, local department store.
The
ter to
J. Roy
for the
Capital
C.

secretary of state issued a charFred S. Gantz, Mary L. Gantz and
Tilely, all of Sand Springs, Okla.,
Star Theatre, Inc., of Sand Springs.
stock authorization was for $10,000.

B.

Warr,

real

estate

developer

in

Oklahoma City who is building an addition to Oklahoma City of considerable size
and importance, is, our “spies” inform us,
drawing up plans for a business district
in the heart of his new addition. Those
plans call for a theatre, which it is understood Warr will build and lease to a
desirable lessee.
The

comity

district court

case

of Allen

vs. Standard Theatres Corp. has been dismissed without prejudice on a motion of
the plaintiffs at their cost. Suit involved
damages as result of an alleged accident
in the Liberty Theatre, Standard house.

Morris Loewenstein

is domg

some fancy

promoting of “The Lone Ranger” serial
given a Sunday spot at his Majestic Theatre with swap by KTOK, local NBC radio
station, of air spots around the radio program of the same name. Also used cards
on trucks and very nice lobby promotion.
Julius

Krisch

is now

manager

vise his rapid-growing chain in that state.
It also covers Broken Bow, town in eastern Oklahoma, as well as some towns in
western Arkansas.
Catherine McKenna, sister of Griffith’s
B. J. McKenna and Williams Exchange
Harry McKenna, has gone to Kansas City
to take a staff position in the new
fith-Dickinson setup there.

Formulate Drive
For Sol Sachs
Dallas — Concurrent
weeks

of RKO’s

Grif-

“Spy No. 36” informs us that Foster
McSwain, very much in the theatre business at Ada, Okla., may be seen bicycling
around town almost every day. He also
has an interest in an Ada automobile
agency.
Orville Von Gulker, who operates the
Roberta Theatre at Okeene, is a busy
man these days. Besides being prexy of
the Okeene Junior Chamber of Commerce,
Von Gulker had a very big hand in recent
city elections there and he informs us,
“everything

went

off successfully.”

E. R. “Red” Slocum of El Reno ( he has
the El Caro ) in the city visiting one and
all and staking your correspondent to a
free lunch which we were not at all bashful about accepting. He says business
could be a lot worse; also it could be a
lot better.
The movement to establish a Variety
Club here, which quieted after Dinty Moore
left for the East, has been resurrected by
some interested parties here; chances look
very good that something definite will be
done about it. Most of the boys and girls
in the trade seem to want a tent here —
which gives the fellows putting their time
into organizing one some encouragement.

Now is a very tough time indeed to find
an exchange manager on the premises, inasmuch as distributors conventions are
(Continued

on page

106-D)

with

the

last five

George Schaefer Drive,
the period from April
21 to June 2 has been
designated by the
three southwestern
RKO
exchanges
Sol Sachs Month.
This

tribute

as
to

Sachs

is in recognition of his first anniversary as southwestern district manager for RKO in the
Dallas, Memphis and
Oklahoma City territories. Tire three offices are driving for
extra cooperation from exhibitors to pile
up record grosses for their respective
branches during the Sachs drive.
C. W. Allen, Dallas branch manager,
and his staff have been on their toes to
make Sol Sachs Month an outstanding
period in company history. Sol has been
with RKO several years, serving as branch
manager before his promotion a year ago.
He has never worked for any other film
company. Rise to his present position is
said to have been made in shorter time
than that of any other film executive in
the south.

Griffith Circuit Adds New
Corporation for Acts
Dallas — A new corporation has been
added to the intricate Griffith interests
here. A Delaware permit has been issued
to Partnership Theatres, Inc., Delaware,
theatrical acts; home office, Texas office
and agent, R. E. Griffith, Dallas.

of the

Victoria Theatre while Martin CooperSmith is in the East on his vacation;
ordinarily Julius is busy as a bee in the
general office at Standard.

OVERNICHT SERVICE

Owen B. Roberts, former assistant manager at the Plaza Theatre, has been upped
to the same position at the downtown Midwest Theatre.

Two

National, strategically located in every film

Tom Bailey, 20th-Fox division manager
for the eastern section of these United
States, was in town but not on business.
Death in the family brought Tom back
to our community.

Miss Ona Johnson, Morris Loewenstein
and Sol Davis went to the wilds of Houston, Tex., for world premiere of “Man of
Conquest” at the Majestic Theatre there.
Easter business showed a pick-up at
the boxoffices here with chances that the
week will be better than last year. All
depends on how the take holds up through
the remaining days of the seven -day
stretch. A decided seasonal pickup was
noticed Saturday and held through the
weekend at nearly all houses.

words with an overwhelming meaning when the show must go on . . . Only

center, can reach EVERY THEATRE overnight ... A call or wire regardless of time,
! day or night, brings NATIONAL

SERVICE

into play and the highest quality merchandise on the way.

NATIONAL THEATRE SUPPLY CO.
ATLANTA

— DALLAS

— MEMPHIS — NEW ORLEANS
OKLAHOMA CITY

—

CHARLOTTE

K. Lee Williams is back in town for a
day, then will be off to Arkansas to superBOXOFFICE

:: April 15, 1939
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£JLARK SPRUCE, a director for M-G-M
Studios in Culver City, Cal., has been
visiting his cousin, Manager John T.
Floore of the Texas Theatre, during a
stop-over
cently.

MONEYBACK
doubled

the

Theatre,

Graham,

Leon,

business

at

Texas,

commencing

the

the

The

Palace

for Mr.

C. D.

and

it more

than

doubled

Theatre

the business

at Munday.

for Mr. P. V. Williams,

Texas,

commencing

the

first night.
It more

than

the

Texas

for

Mr.

doubled

Theatre

H.

S.

the

at

Leon,

business

Haskell,

at

commencing

the

MONEYBACK
introduced

Midlothian,
Monday

In Stamford,

Texas,
and

April

Reeves

on

20 and

21.

In Eden,
O.

Texas,

at the

B. Wood

on

day, May 4 and
These

owners

will be

in

at the

Texas

21.
Thea

Thursday

Texas

the

Boys

re-

Good-

bye,” played a matinee and night performance at the Texas Theatre . . . Mae “Come
Up and See Me Sometime” West and her
stage show is billed for the Majestic Theatre next Saturday.
In the recent local golf tourney for Interstate house employes which was ramrodded by Assistant Skipper LeRoy Handley of the Majestic Theatre, Manager
Homer LeTempt of the Aztec Theatre won
a sand iron; J. T. Floore, ditto at the
Texas was awarded a bottle of champagne as his spoils of the victory, and
Byron Lane, Phillip Handley, and A.
Piegnot, all of the Texas staff were presented with sport shirts as their prizes.
Gladys

Fetch

presented

a

Miami — Herman Weingarten, president
of the Washington and Garden Operating
companies, controlling the Cameo and
Surf theatres in Miami Beach, this week
said reports that he would sell those two
houses

and

Fri-

us

that

to E. W.

Loew

were

“without

the

slightest foundation.”
Weingarten explained the rumor began
when Loew, who has an interest in the local
Drive-In Theatre, was seen conferring
with Henry K. Gibson, legal counsel for
the Weingarten interests.
“Mr. Loew was visiting Mr. Gibson to
retain him as his legal advisor, and to
confer with him on the possibility of his
joining in the pending anti-monopoly suit
being brought in the interests of the two
Miami Beach theatres operated by companies which I head,”

travelogue,

Weingarten

stated.

“ Sunlit Norway Calls” with films in color
Wednesday night at the Municipal Auditorium. The concert-lecture with costume song dramas was in honor of the
music educators of the great Southwest.

“I do not have any intentions of selling. I sold out my theatre interests in the
north with the express purpose of going
into the theatre business down here. Most
certainly I would not consider any offer,
regardless of the size of the profit it might

Western Cycle Will Fade ,
Asserts A . C. Bromberg

entail,
added. while

New

Orleans — Arthur

Bromberg,

presi-

dent of Republic in the southeast, through
here en route to Houston and the world
premiere there of his company’s super
"Man of Conquest,” told Boxoffice:
‘‘I have seen all the fads in motion pictures— vamps, sex, war pictures and others
— but the tops nowadays is the westerns.
Different types of films come in cycles, but
this one will fade in the future like the

and

Theatre

assured

in each

exact
and

than

19

on Thurs-

Thursday

have

sured them that
be more

“Kiss

Orleans

Metro

Renews

Hecht

Hollywood — A new
writing contract
West.”
been given to Ben Hecht at Metro.

has

this suit is in process,”

R. V. Fleischman
Manager

he

Named

of the Cameo

Miami — Newest theatre manager in the
area is R. V. Fleischman, who replaces
Jack VanLloyd as manager of the Cameo
and as buyer-booker for both the Cameo
and Surf theatres. VanLloyd has accepted
a job in Atlanta.
Prior to his present post, Fleischman
handled publicity for the Essex House,
which his father, Maurie L. Fleischman,
built last year. The Fleischmans have
owned and operated theatres throughout
the Greater New York area.

5.

the introduction

instructions

jr., on

at the Mission

April

18.

Thea-

April

20 and

Henry

Friday,

by

McCullom

Texas,

Texas,

Harris,

17 and

by Mr. L. D. Howsley

In Menard.
tre by

Buddy
April

Thursday,

Throckmorton,

day and Friday,

Theatre,

at the Palace

J. D.

Wednesday
and 20.

Theatre

by

Tuesday,

tre by Mr.

In

at the Key

Texas,

and

roadshow,

to New

Texas,

first night.

will be

route

first night.

BANG AGAIN!
at the Roxy

en

Weingarten Denies
"Sell Out" Rumor

of these

accordance
we

in turn

their

doubled,

towns

with

our

have

as-

business

would

commencing

the

first night.
Theatre
these

Managers

towns

are

in

the

invited

vicinity

to be

on any of these dates and watch
business be more than doubled.
If you
one

of

present
the

want the livest advertising feature ever used by theatre managers,

that

business

will

more

than

commencing

night, get in touch

double

the

very

your
first

with

GREGG SALES CO.
302j/2 S. Harwood

Dallas, Tex.

MONEYBACK
Advertising Feature Copyrighted, 1939, by Robert E. Gregg.
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Visitors at Fleischer Studios —
W. R. Lynch (in the white suit), managing director of Paramount Enterprises, is seen here with his theatre managers in a brief break during a
tour of the Fleischer Studios in Miami, Fla. To the right of Lynch is Sam
Buchwald, general manager of the studios, who conducted the tour.
Others, from left to right: George Hoover, Sheridan, Miami Beach, where
Fleischer’s feature-length cartoon, “Gulliver’s Travels,” will have its world
premiere next Christmas; Al Weiss, Olympia; Rowlin Stonebrook, Paramount; Eddie Atkinson, film buyer for Paramount Enterprises.
BOXOFFICE

April

15, 1939

QEEN along the Row: Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Weis; Wendell L. Welch, Dallas, Ga.;
Willis Kent, Los Angeles; Sam Cummings,
Chicago; B. S. Sonney, Dallas, Tex.; Ben
Golden.
Riley

Davis, genial manager
atrical Printing Co., suffered a
tack of the flu.

John
proud

Jenkins

of Popkin

of Thebrief at-

Distributing

is

of a letter from the Lam Amusement Co., Rome, Ga., praising the recent

at the Henry Grady Hotel with a view
toward organizing an Atlanta chapter of
the Variety Club. Orgayiization will be
completed soon, it was said. Purpose of
the club is to bring members of the film
fraternity into closer relationship and to
execute a program of charity activities.
Final shots of “Atlanta at Work,” film
dealing with the city’s varied activities,
were made last week when pictures were
taken of the police department at work.
The film was made by W. H. Kimberly,

showing in Rome of “The Duke Is Tops”
before a white audience. It was the first

president of Visugraphic,
10,000 feet were shot.

time

an all-Negro film was presented before a white audience. The letter from
the Lam Amusement Co. stated the film

schools, parks, golf courses, airport, Cyclorama painting of the Battle of Atlanta,
water works, disposal plants, fire system,

was

hospitals, etc. Among “actors” were Bobby
Jones, greatest golfer in history, and Charlie Yates, Atlanta boy who won the British
championship.

was

met

by “a very enthusiastic and appreciative audience” and “not one remark
heard criticizing this type of program.” The film was
night show.

presented

at a mid-

A
Southern Trailer Made Co. opened offices at 214 Poplar St., Charlotte, N. C.,
to service theatres in North and South

Turning the Tables —
Tex

Ritter, western star for Monogram Pictures, was entertained on his

recent tour in Macon by J. H. Thompson, president of Martin & Thompson Theatres, Hawkinsville; John W.
Mangham

of Southern Monogram exchanges in Atlanta, and Fred Weiss,
Savannah exhibitor. Thompson says
that this is the first time he has ever
had the opportunity of being on the
other side of the fence, since always
in the past the actor and distributor
have held up the exhibitor.

Grainger Announces Film
About New Orleans
New

Orleans — James R. Grainger, Republic Pictures chief, while in the city
Easter Monday en route from Houston to
New York City, announced that his firm
will make a picture about New Orleans
in the 90’s to be called “The Lady Prom
New Orleans,” written by Beth Brown.
Shooting will begin in New Orleans in
May.

Withdraws

Sunday

Petition

Siler City, N. C. — T. Cecil Frazier,
operating the Elder Theatre here, has withdrawn his petition submitted to the local
town board requesting that he be allowed
to exhibit shows on Sundays.

Carolina. Customers include North Carolina Theatres, Inc., amd associated companies, operators of a chain of approximately 85 houses.
J. U. McCormick of Amity Exchange
recently returned from trips to Florida
and Tennessee.
Enthusiastic

meeting

was

held last week

THEATRE
CRESTW00D
New

country

editor — Rush
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CARPET
PREMIER

Springs Designs , Special Theatre

Designs

Crestwood carpet is a special grade primarily
for theatre use that will stand up under the
terrific wear a theatre gives carpet.
Many other qualities also available in a wide
range of new patterns.
in quality,

US TODAY FOR A SELECTION
OF OUR NEW SAMPLES.

WIL-KFN

150 Walton St., ATLANTA
Phone WALnut 4613

FREE

PRINTING
ST.

of the

among passengers on the Eastern Air Lines
inaugural flight marking start of regular
service between New York, Atlanta and
Mexico City. Jenkins was among Atlanta
notables on the historic trip linking the
Mexican capital and this country.

WOOLVELVET

WRITE

SAMPLES

Burton,

weekly Lavonia (Ga.) Times — scooped the
metropolitan papers last week by getting
the first interview with Mae West on her
arrival here for a personal appearance at
the Paramount Theatre.
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design and price.

$3,75 PER THOUSAND

and more than
Scenes include

::

SERVICE
ATLANTA

:: April 15, 1939

321 S. Church,
Phone

CHARLOTTE
8620

S

106-A

DALLAS

20th-Fox Alleges
Contract Breach

They Champion
Dual Bills
Paris,
local

“On the Avenue,” “Star for a Night,”
"Road to Glory,” “Ladies in Love,” “Back
to Nature,” “15 Maiden Lane,” “White
Hunter,” “Under Your Spell,” “Lloyds of
London,” “Fair Warning,” “That I May
Live,” “She Had to Eat,” “Born Reckless,”
“Laughing at Trouble,” “Crack-up,” “Career Woman,” “Chan at the Opera,”
"Womanwise,” “Wings of the Morning,”
“Step Lively, Jeeves,” “Under the Red
Robe,” "Midnight Taxi,” “The Lady Escapes” and “The Great Hospital Mystery.”
The second cause of action alleges that
20th-Fox agreed to furnish six features at
$90 and that Kerr refused to accept or

NEWDIFFERENT!
They're

All Talking About

Our

Conti-Glo Paints
used

in conjunction

owe

else

does.

They

with

demonstration

— in our Filmrow

Display

Founded

BUFF

ALO

sis s. harwood

10G-B

in 1910

examination

will tell."

“As You Like It,” which
not run or paid for.
Four Will Rogers
in the fourth cause

allegedly

was

reissues are involved
of action. Price was

$27.50 and three were not used, “Ambassador Bill,” “Dr. Bull” and “David Harum.”
Sum of $82.50 damages is asked.
Short subjects are involved in the fifth
cause of action. Sixty-seven reels at $134
were contracted for, of which 40 were
played and $80 paid, leaving 27 not played
and $54 balance.

makers

of

W.

R. Holcomb, former east Texas exhibitor, who has been taking things easy
out on his 20-acre place near Garland,
has been on the Row several times lately,
indicating he again has the bug for another theatre. In the meantime, he said,
the weather is just right for plenty of
done.
good fishing.

He

seems

to know

how

it’s

Jack Groves, operator of the Queen at
Houston, was in town arguing with film
men. He should be an expert, his last job
being with United Artists. In fact, he
has sold film for about 15 years. Jack
made a deal for the house recently with
Gail Pettit who built it, and seems to be
putting

it over.

The sixth cause of action involves Kerr’s
Theatre at Sulphur with 56 contracted for
at $1,610 of which 41 were shown and
$1,287 paid. Fifteen refused for which

Around Allied quarters Wednesday were
seen Homer Mulkey of Clarendon, who
made a special trip to book in two or three
big pictures, and R. N. Smith of Mission,

$322.50 is asked were: “Star for a Night,”
“Thank You, Jeeves,” “Under Your Spell,”
“Womanwise,” “Step Lively, Jeeves,” “Fair
Warning,” “Under the Red Robe,” “Tire
Lady Escapes,” “The Great Hospital Mystery,” “Chan at the Olympics,” “That I
May Live,” “Sing and Be Happy,” “She
Had to Eat,” “Born Reckless” and “Big

who has a booking department
office in charge of Bob Eilers.

Lent having been rightfully observed
for another year, we find this week a more
cheerful attitude among exhibitors with

The seventh cause of action involves six
Business.”
films at total of $120 with two refused,

pictures timed for Easter release. “Dodge
City” stood them up at the Majestic last
Sunday. What a picture! Warner Bros,
list.
gets another credit in its money-making

“Californian”

and

“Western

Gold.”

The

To Start Moneyback
Dallas — Robt. E. Gregg, who opened
his Filmrow office of Gregg Sales Co. a

McCollum’s Palace at Stamford: in O. B.
Wood’s Texas at Eden; in Henry Reeve’s
Mission at Menard and in Buddy Harris’
Key Theatre at Midlothian. Recently the
plan was started in the Palace at Graham;
Roxy in Munday; Palace at Seymour and
Texas at Haskell.

COOLING

BUFFALO

Co.,

offices. He is the company’s sales manager and expects to spend more of his
time in Dallas during the coming weeks.

An

taken from their recent advertisement in a
local newspaper:

being used this week in L. A. Howsley’s
Texas Theatre at Throckmorton: in J. D.

St.

Mfg.

vision.

as the

few weeks ago, selling his Moneyback stimulating plan, says Moneyback will start

20111/2 Jackson
DALLAS

Desk

of the company’s sales offices, has been
in town supervising the enlargement,
which includes new decoration for the

such

pay for any of the six: “Alias Brian Kent,”
“King of Royal Mounted,” “Devil’s Highway,” “Smokey Range,” “Utah Trail” and
“Man of Iron.”
The third cause of action asks $15 for

anytime
Rooms.

films avail-

evening's pleasure ends with a headache, leaves the eyes red and irritated, it is a sure sign of defective

copy

it to yourself to see this

marvelous

in the strongest

104)

able, among them being “Dodge City,”
“The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle”
and a stage show downtown.
American

are

page

"Double Feature movies are not harmful to normal eyes. So if a simple

with

eighth involves $20 for “As You Like It”
and the ninth involves 42 two-reel and 58
single reel shorts at a total of $284. Of
these 13 two-reel and 34 one-reel were not
played and $120 damages is asked.

Fluorescent Lights
You

one

advertising

following

Petition alleges the contract was signed
May 1, 1936, and contains nine causes of
action. The first asks $480 based on a
contract for 56 pictures at a total price
of $910. Of these, 32 were delivered and

Whiteside,

from

theatre seats with factory and home office at Temple, has enlarged its Dallas
sales office and display space at 210 S.
Harwood St. on Filmrow. Forrest Dunlap,
who has been dividing time between other

now

20th Century-Fox Film Corp. asking the
aforenamed sum plus interests and costs.
It is answerable May 4.

&

stance, booked

optometrists and opticians, believe there is some good in double

bills, il no

Okahoma City — A $1,224 damage suit
alleging breach of contract by W. T. Kerr,
theatre owner at Davis and Sulphur, Okla.,
has been filed in district court here by

$430 was paid for them. Tire petition alleges Kerr refused to accept the remaining 24 for which he had agreed to pay
$480. These include the following films:

Tex. — Whiteside

(Continued

ENGINEERING

EQUIPMENT
CO., INC.

Dallas. Texas

in Allied’s

little or no complaint about business. Theatres are taking quick advantage of big

The

Variety club rooms soon will be enlarged because of necessity. The membership committee let these get by during the
last few days: Lafe R. Pfeifer and Van
Alen Holloman, Intercuit Circuit; H. Hall,
Hall Circuit, Beeville; Milton Wade, State
Theatre, Gainesville, and Hap Morse, manager of the Dallas baseball club . . . Variety
members attended ground breaking Tuesday noon for an addition to Hope Cottage, exclusive home for babies. A luncheon was included in the program.
R.

B.

Weatherall

attended

the

world

premiere of “Man of Conquest” in Houston the week previous, but this week he
gave

Monday to Filmrow. He’s the showman who put up his Plaza Theatre in
Madisonville as a bonus to the $50,000
Movie Quiz first prize, provided the winner happened to be in his theatre at the
hour the award was announced. He still
owns his show.
Theo. Routt, Johnny Long’s booker at
the home office, was in town with his extra
large booking book.
BOXOFFICE
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Arkansas ITO Is
Planning Meet

Regent,

Little Rock, Ark. — R. V. McGinnis of
Hope, Ark., secretary of the Arkansas ITO,
was here Wednesday conferring with J. F.
Norman, president, relative to the annual
convention of the association, scheduled
here

for April 23-24.

He reports a number of prominent speakers have been invited and that various
problems concerning the exhibitor will
be discussed. Norman states an educational program vital to exhibitors is being worked out and that he probably will
be able to announce the names of the
speakers next week.
Election of officers will be held at this
meet.

1"HE newly-opened Ritz at Stephens, Ark.,
was nearly destroyed when a tornado
struck the town. It will be several weeks
before the theatre will resume operation
. . . Miss Addys Brown, who owns the
Nevada and Gem theatres in Prescott,
Ark., was in town booking and advised that
her manager, W. A. Poole, is confined to
his home ill.
It’s good to see George Hale on Filmrow again. He is associated with C. H.
Collier, who operates the Globe Theatre
at Drew, Miss. George for a number of
years was manager of a theatre in Holly
Springs.
R. V. McGinnis, who operates a theatre
in Hope, Ark., was here and very happy
over the fact that the flu epidemic in his
town has passed.
Margaret

Dallas Film Trade Pays
Tribute to E . Jones
Dallas — Local film and equipment men
mourned the passing on of Earl Jones,
Brownfield, Tex., exhibitor, who
was
buried there last week. Services were conducted by the American Legion.
Earl Jones was 43 years old, was raised
in Brownfield, and had been in showbusiness there 12 or 15 years. During the
world war he was stationed in Hawaii with
the coast artillery and was gassed
testing gas masks at that fort.

Jones is survived by a wife, two sons
and two daughters, and one brother who
is manager of the city-owned light plant
there. Among those attending the funeral
were Charley Lyne of M-G-M; Walter
Penn, Columbia, and Andy Mauldin, Mauldin Theatres at Lubbock.
Flowers were sent by all film exchanges
and equipment houses. Comments on
Jones’

death was that he was an extremely square shooter and that he bought
pictures from everybody whether he needed them or not in his effort to give everybody, especially salesmen, some business.
There was a mutual friendship between
Jones and everyone in the industry, it was
said.

Studio Theatre Is

Planned

at Ingleside

Ingleside, Tex. — Contract for a new
Studio Theatre in the heart of the business district has been let. Building and
equipment will cost $12,000, it is announced.
The new house will be operated by Forrest Newbury. The former Studio Theatre was destroyed by fire early this year.
BOXOFFICE

daughter

of Fred

Ford,

the King and Queen of Cotton to Memphis May 9 to officially open the Cotton
Carnival.
Jimmy
Prichard, Universal’s branch
manager, together with his two salesmen.
Buddy Mansfield and Ben Jordan, and Office Manager Leonard Andrews left Thursday night to attend the regional convention at the Netherland-Plaza Hotel in
Cincinnati

April 15-16-17.

while

Later the American Legion opened a
little theatre in Brownfield and turned it
over to Jones to run, which he did for
a year or two. Seeing possibilities with
pictures, he opened the Rialto on his own
and through the years with growth of the
town opened the Rex. About a year ago
he built the Rio, which friends called the
Three R circuit.

New

Ford,

manager of the Malco Theatre here, designed the royal barge, which will bring

Exhibitors along the Row: R. H. Fisher, Crescent, Belzoni; J. W. Wofford of
Eupora; J. F. Wofford of Union; C. N.
Eudy of Ackerman; P. E. Morris of the

of the ParaAMOS,
£JHARLES mount,
Nashville,manager
still in the hospital
as the result of a fall from a ladder, has
reached the wheelchair stage and expects
to go home shortly. Assistant Manager
Ben Garrett is in charge of the theatre.
Tony

Sudekum,

president

of Crescent

Amusement Co., is proving a “Santa Claus”
to small towns in middle Tennessee by the
erection of attractive modern theatre
buildings in their midst. These $50,000
buildings are real gifts that swell civic
pride. Latest of these are McMinnville and
Shelbyville. Others within recent months
are Harriman, Springfield, and Union City.

Indianola;

The

Tivoli, Chattanooga, a $50,000 remodeling and redecoration fob completed,

opened

again April 8. Improvements include new seats for first floor, new carpets and draperies, and new screen. Emmett Rogers is manager.

Columbia

had

a

“mule

day”

and

a

Henry

of

the

of Clarendon.
W. F. Ruffin, who has seven theatres in
West Tennessee and one in Benton, Ky.,
and

another in Hickman, Ky., has advised he will open his second theatre in
Hickman within a few weeks.
Variety Club, which is sponsoring a
softball team, gave a benefit Bingo party
to raise funds for necessary equipment and
uniforms.
L. R.

Allen, booker for the Commonwealth circuit of Kansas City, together
with K. K. King, city manager in Searcy,
were here booking. They announced the
opening ®f the remodeled Rialto Theatre,
Searcy, on April 8.
Clyde Westbrook mayor of Cleveland, Miss., who operates the Rosedale at
Rosedale and the Shelby at Shelby, has
been
May

invited to the Mayor’s luncheon here
11 as part of the Cotton Carnival.

Jimmy Greig, United Artists salesman,
was here working on his nearby and city
accounts . . . Marjean Baer is the new
biller at Universal.
Charles Collier, who owns the Globe at
Shaw, Miss., is seen along the Row quite
regularly, now that he is a full-fledged
pilot and has his own plane.

gantic

street parade

of mules

on

April 3.

Advertising Bob Burns’ “I’m From Missouri,” Gene Russell, promotion man for
Paramount, Nashville, converted a mule
into a “Sandwich Man” and led him in
the parade. The outfit is shown in the
picture. Incidentally, the mule “Samson,”
used in the picture, is a Tennessee mule,
a state fair winner,
pany for $600.
The

YMCA

and

sold to the film com-

YWCA

sponsored

sale of tickets in Memphis

the

for the show-

ing of “The King of Kings” on April 2,
3 and 4. The response was unusually good
for a ten-year-old

In a surprise move the city council of
Columbia, on April 7, voted 7 to 3 in favor
of Sunday films. Several weeks ago when
the vote was expected a local delegation
was present to oppose. A. E. Shortley,
manager of two local theatres, states that
no plans have yet been made for opening
up on Sunday.

J. D.

Ritz, Union City; Jack Marshall, city manager for Tony Sudekum in Dyersburg ; Ned
Greene, Mayfield; R. X. Williams, Lyric,
Oxford, Miss.; C. H. Collier, Drew; B. F.
Jackson of Ruleville, and J. W . Crabtree

re-run.

A giant replica of the Academy award
statue, 22 feet tall, will grace the royal
barge for the arrival by river of King and
Queen Cotton during the Cotton Carnival
at Memphis, May 9. The replica of the
award symbolizes the film capital, the
theme
Goes

of the carnival

being

“King

Cotton

Hollywood.”

The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Quality Theatre
1912*4

Morris

Equipment

Ave.

BIRMINGHAM,

<£ Supplies
Phone

ALA.

3-8665
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Oklahoma's Solons
Speeding Bills

(Continued

One is the anti-Ascap measure, reported
on favorably by the senate, and the other
is the house bill offered by Representative Flannagan which would set up a state
board of censors, tax every 1,000 feet of
film at $3 and require extensive adherence
to a censorship code to be established.
Other measures which have remained in
committee include another censorship bill,
a Sunday closing law, a bill requiring posting of notices when standing room only
is available, a second anti-Ascap measure, a carnival bill and other measures
which might affect the theatre business
indirectly.
Possibility of passage of either of the
two bills on the house and senate calendar as named above is remote inasmuch
as they have neither the approval nor disapproval of administration forces. Legislative leaders also have intimated only the
more important legislation will be given
consideration in order to bring about a
speedy adjournment.

LEE WILLIAMS, president of the K.
Lee Williams Theatres, Inc., announces
the purchase of three film houses at Nashville. The Gem and Liberty were bought
from R. B. Hardy and the New from
H. H. Baker and R. V. McGinnis. The
Gem, it is announced, will be remodeled
and the New will also continue to operate,
but the Liberty will be closed.
Announcement

is made

of the marriage

of Miss Eunice Harris and Henry Brownlee, both of Russellville, Saturday evening, April 1. Brownlee is manager of the
Ritz and New at Russellville.
Recent

Little

Rock

Filmrow

visitors:

CITY
page

105)

flashing right and left. Nearly all the
local boys have taken them in or are at
present off in another city listening to
the glad words

Oklahoma City — The Oklahoma state
legislature is moving bills quickly and
concentrating on major administration
measures in an effort to bring the session to a close between April 15 and May 1.
Two bills affecting the theatre industry
are on the calendars for action and may
be brought up for hearing before the session closes.

from

about

next year’s product.

You may discount those rumors that
there is to be another theatre supply company here shortly. There already are four
firms representing nearly all of the main
lines of equipment; the opening is a slight
one indeed.
Bob

Pfotenhauer, State manager, is contemplating the purchase of a very fancy
automobile. Undoubtedly it would not be
wise to borrow it for a few weeks, or at
least until Bob’s paternal
the vehicle have abated.

feelings toward

Aside Notes: Neal Barrett is back as
manager of radio station KOMA
. . . There
are a fresh crop of well-founded rumors
afloat that a new newspaper is about to
be brought into Oklahoma City. There is
only one daily publishing firm here now.
Some say Amon Carter of Fort Worth
Star-Telegram, others say Carl Magee, former editor of the Oklahoma News . . .
Bruce Palmer, m. p. critic of the Daily
Oklahoman and Oklahoma City Times, is
brightening up his reviews with better art
of late . . . Oklahoma City Herald, new
tabloid daily, is set to put out regular
weekly amusement section for film and
radio material.

Texas Exhibitors Look
To Summer Season
Dallas — Exhibitors in Texas are refurbishing their houses for the approaching
summer season, with these equipment installations reported by the local branch
of National Theatre Supply:
Coin

changing machine, chrome modernistic furniture, super pedestals and

screen, Rosewin, Dallas; portable projectors and lenses. Regal, Friona; ticket chopper, Crim, Kilgore; ticket chopper and
safe, New Arlyne, Longview; screen, lenses,
reels, rectifiers, ticket register, automatic
rewind, Joy, San Antonio; carpet, Texas,
San Angelo; screen, Ritz, Waxahachie.

Threet Hyman Purchase
Site in Jacksonville
Dallas — At his local office L. M. Threet
of Lufkin said he and Sam Hyman, also
of Lufkin, have purchased a site on which
they will begin immediate construction of
an independent theatre in Jacksonville,
Tex.

B. F. Busby, Fred Lawrence and G. W.
Jones, of Republic Pictures, Little Rock,
left Wednesday for Houston to attend the

The front will have a tower effect with
glass blocks and terra cotta. It will seat
558.

world premiere of “Man of Conquest."
They also were to attend a regional sales
meeting in that city.

Threet operates the Texan theatres in
Lufkin and Livingston. With Hyman, he
will also build theatres in Marshall and
Beaumont, and will remodel a building
recently purchased in Port Arthur.

106-D

By Jefferson
Beaumont, Tex. — Two changes in supervisory posts are announced by Sol Gordon, president of the Jefferson Amusement Co. Fred Minton has been transferred from Beaumont to Port Arthur
where he is now city manager, and Irving
Cohn has been made city manager of the
circuit’s six theatres in Beaumont. Minton
was city manager here since 1935.
Cohn,

former

is succeeded
shall.

Nazi

Novel

to Metro

Hollywood — Metro has purchased “The
Mortal Storm,” a novel of Nazi Germany
by Phyllis Bottome.

manager

by

of the Jefferson,

Holland

Smith

of Mar-

In Port Arthur, Minton succeeds Morris
Clemmons, who has been given a leave of
absence due to ill health, it is understood.

Showman Wins Sunday
Shows in Lumberton
Lumberton, Miss. — Presenting arguments in favor of Sunday shows to the
board

of aldermen against contentions advanced by a local minister, A. L. (Lloyd)

Royal

of the Royal Theatre here convinced the official body that Sabbath

pictures

B. V. McDougald, Drew and Amusu theatres, Monticello; H. J. Pitman, Paradise,
Cotter; K. H. Kinney, Hays Theatre,
Hughes; Mr. and Mrs. G. Sterling, Wright
Theatre, Gurdon.

An improvement program for the Lyric
at Harrison has been started with installation of new seats, draperies, light fixtures
and carpets ... A number of improvements have been made at the Cabot Theatre, Cabot, recently which included installation of new lighting fixtures and
draperies.

Personnel Shifts

should

be permitted.

Royal recently was elected president
the local Rotary Club.

of

of the
Friday.

theatres
neighborho
18 chain
^J*HE
United
were od
closed
Good

All independents, with the exception of
the Joy, followed suit. The downtown
houses, however, remained open to mighty
poor business . . . The latest type of
sound

reproducing equipment has been installed in the Cortez, neighborhood house.

The
by

Ace

the

Theatre,

Negro

house

operated

Bijou Amusement Co., was destroyed by fire April 6. Loss is placed at

$25,000. The fire started in the projection room. The house will be rebuilt . . .
City Park will open officially in May.
Band concerts will be a nightly feature
and are free.
D. W.
Orleans
wife, the
Mulhall,
Orleans

Griffith, producer, was
this week, accompanied
former Evelyn Baldwin .
star of the silent films, is

interviewing
named RKO film.

singers

in New
by his
. . Jack
in New

for an

un-

Looking as if she were on an Easter vacation from boarding school, Joan Fontaine
was in New Orleans April 8 and explained
how her sister happens to be named Olivia
De Havilland and the mother is Mrs. G. M.
Fontaine. Miss Joan told Boxoffice that
both she and her sister were born in
Toyko, the mother’s name at that time being De Havilland, but married again a
man by the name of Fontaine. Going to
Hollywood three years ago she took her
stepfather’s
was

name

and

kept secret that she

Olivia’s sister.
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NOVA SCOTIA'S JURISDICTION IS QUESTIONED
ON A BILL REGULATING FILM DISTRIBUTION
Action Would Interfere
With Commerce, One

Newfoundland

May

Toronto — H the provincial government of Nova Scotia is able to carry out its
intention of compelling the Canadian film distributors to maintain separate offices
in Halifax in order to do business under license of the N. S. Board of Censors, there

View Expressed

is the possibility

the

colony

of Newfoundland,

Montreal — Argument as to whether the
Nova Scotia legislature would be within
its jurisdiction in enacting a bill to license
and regulate film exchanges, was heard

Dominion

at a public hearing in committee at Halifax.
Frank M. Covert, representing Famous

films by means of ocean-going boats known
centers of population. Grand Falls, Corner

Players
claimed

Corp. and 20th
that sections of

There

are

11 theatres

in Newfoundland

250 pictures,
restricted.”

Lynn’s

choice

was

“severely

“I claim that this constitutes a direct
effort to drive me out of business and to
set up a Famous Players monopoly in the
Sydney area,” he said.
J. T. MacQuarrie, of Halifax, representing a company operating one theatre,
quoted findings of the White commission
of 1931 that a “combine exists in the motion picture industry of Canada within
the meaning of the Combines Investigation Act.”
Covert told the committee that Famous
Players was not a film distributor but a
body of exhibitors. As such they had “no
power to withhold films from exhibitors
nor to exact contributions from exhibifor
said.

tors.” The corporation did not contract
more pictures than it required, he

Col. John

Cooper

( Continued
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of Toronto,
on page
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represent-
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K

the

St. John

branches

ship

as ferries. These are located in five
Brook, Buchans, Bell Island and St.

is given

as 6,350.

Proposed

Control Is Illegal

in the

son from whom he gets the films.”
Mr. Fogo suggested an amendment
which would relieve the theatre owner of
contracting for more films than he requires.
There were about 400 films made each
year, Ed Lynn of Sydney, Nova Scotia,
an independent exhibitor, told the committee. By the time a theatre in Sydney,
affiliated with Famous Players, took about

the

Film Circles Certain

could not, because they were “unable to
pay the tribute demanded.”
He said an examination of the whole

operators claimed concerned “relations between the owners and the per-

from

Dominion

Toronto — That the move on the part of
any provincial government of Canada to
compel a company to open a branch office
within the province in order to do business

industry would show “the situation is a
seller’s market.” There were “abuses” in
the business which, he said, independent

to which

distinct

At present the branch exof Newfoundland in addi-

the Queen of St. John's, which seats 1,100 persons.
The total seating capacity of all theatres in Newfoundland

is rampant in this industry, discrimination of the worst kind.” Certain
exhibitors, he claimed, were able to get
programs at early dates while others

“there

is entirely

John's, the latter being the capital city of Newfoundland in which six theatres are
operated. Corner Brook has two theatres. The largest theatre in Newfoundland is

Century-Fox,
the measure

be ultra vires of the provincial legislature because they purported to interfere with trade and commerce. The section to which he referred would give the
Nova Scotia board of censors power to
require exchanges to distribute films to
all theatres on equal terms.
Representing 20 independent exhibitors,
Gordon Fogo declared that the legislature
would be within its jurisdiction in enacting the measure. Mr. Fogo charged that

which

of Canada, might decide upon a similar move.
changes at St. John, New Brunswick, serve the theatres
tion to those of the three Maritime Provinces of Canada.

would

theatre

Follow

geographical area is unconstitutional and could be set aside by reference
to the legal courts is the claim set forth in
local film circles in connection with the
legislative development in Nova Scotia
where the Assembly has been dealing with
a bill requiring film exchanges to open
branches in that province and to submit
terms of rental contracts and information regarding film distribution to the
Nova

Scotia board of moving picture censors under license. Incidentally, the opinion has been expressed that self-regulation
by the trade is preferable to government
control of a business.
The

is adopted
exchanges
expense

in the other provinces then the
would find themselves put to

of operating

further

branches.

Charges that the theatre business was “a
racket operated from Ontario” and that
N. L. Nathanson was not only the head
of the large theatre chain but of a large
number of distributing companies “which
own and control nearly all the important
pictures” were made by Malcolm Patterson, Liberal member for Cape Breton West
in the Nova Scotia legislature.
These statments were vigorously denied
by J. J. Fitzgibbons, vice-president of Famous Players Canadian Corp. at Toronto.
“Anyone who has studied the theatre
business knows that these things are ridiculous,” Mr. Fitzgibbons declared. "There
foundation for saying we are not

is no

situation in Nova Scotia, where legislators have suggested that indications of
monopolistic control exist in the moving
picture business, opens up the possibility
of immediate enforced expansion on the
part of film distributors and theatre chain

running

companies which operate across the country. At present, the major film exchanges
have offices in six key cities to take care

Quebec

our

business

in Nova

Scotia

ac-

cording to regular business practice.”
Various developments in the legislative
field have been arousing more than traces
of anxiety among moving picture officials.
There is the adoption of the bill by the
legislature providing for the enactment of regulations affecting the film

of business routine and physical distribution, the branches being located in Toronto,
Ont.; Montreal, Que.; St. John, N. B.;

distributing
allegedly for
standard of
tion of fees

Winnipeg, Man.; Calgary, Alta; and Vancouver, B. C. But there are nine provinces
all told and those in which no company
branches are located are Nova Scotia,
Prince Edward Island and Saskatchewan.

spectors.
Then there is the creation
tional film board at Ottawa

The

aroused questions such as, “What is it?”
“What will it do?” and “How far will it

offices at St. John take care of requirements in the Maritime Provinces
which are New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and
P.E.I. In the middlewest, the censor for
Saskatchewan sits with the Manitoba
board at Winnipeg, and film exchange
branches at Winnipeg look after business
in Manitoba

and the greater part of Saskatchewan. If the Nova Scotia proposal

serve

business by Orders-in-Council
the purpose of maintaining a
morals through the imposion exchanges and theatres to

as recompense

for censors

and

in-

of the
which

nahas

go?” The functions of this board have
not been defined but the accusation has
been

On

made it will be “another radio commission which has acquired monopolistic
top of these widely scattered

develop-

ments has come the “Nova Scotia crisis”
with earmarks of government control.
powers.”
107

Resentment

Wells Up Against

An Intensified
By

ROY

Censorship
mencing Friday, April 7. A communication from the board of censors caused the

CARMICHAEL

Montreal — To a degree never before experienced, Montreal and Quebec province
are feeling the effect of the intensified
censorship imposed on motion pictures
since appointment of the new board of
censors, headed by Arthur Laramee.
Banning of “Life of Emile Zola” and of
the earlier “Life of Voltaire,” in the first
of which Paul Muni starred and in the
second, George Arliss, still rankles in the
minds of film fans. Not so much was
heard of recent exclusion of “Yes, My
Darling Daughter” but a furore, accompanied by many expressions of indignation,
has been caused by the prohibition of
“Wuthering Heights,” effective unless cuts
are made which would nullify the aim of
the producers.
Scarcely was the announcement made
that “Wuthering Heights,” which had
been advertised to be shown at the Orpheum, where it would have had its North
American premiere, had been withdrawn

hurried cancellation of the theatre’s plans,
and substitution of “The Oklahoma Kid,”
while the Orpheum booked “Prison Without Bars” as its Easter Week attraction.
The ban on “Devil’s Island” was imposed
at the request of the consul-general for
France, in which country the film is also
barred.
In an interview Arthur Laramee, chairman of the Province of Quebec board of
censors, said “Wuthering Heights” had
not been banned, but that the theatre and
the distributors, United Artists, had been
advised that it could not be shown unless
and until certain important excisions are
made. “Whether it will be shown in Quebec province depends on whether the producers will permit the excisions to be
made,” Laramee declared. Representatives
of United Artists immediately got in touch

owing to the censors’ refusal to pass it,
than another bombshell was exploded
from the same quarter. The Princess had

with Samuel Goldwyn, producer of “Wuthering Heights,” and learned that Mr. Goldwyn was adamant in his refusal to permit
any deletions. His representatives in New
York informed the Montreal distributors
that the film would be withdrawn from

arranged

Quebec

to show

“Devil’s

Screen

Island”

com-

province

Time Demand

if the censors

insisted in

Hinted

Ottawa — Now comes a hint from Canadian government sources that a form of
film quota law will be instituted for theatres in the Dominion in the regulations to
be drawn up by the national film board which is to be set up in Ottawa under the
chairmanship of the minister of trade and commerce.

having

the so-called “infidelity angle” removed. This would mean cutting a large
section from the final reel, and would, it
was held, destroy the effect sought by the
producers. If Goldwyn should relent, and
the film is cut, it will have to be shown
again to the censors before permission is
given to exhibit it.

Described by Walter O’Hearn, critic of
the Montreal Herald, as “a film record of
an enduring, endearing classic, which
some critics have called the really great
novel of Victorian England, ‘Wuthering
Heights’ ” can still be read in Quebec, but
how long it will be before the provincial
government declares it to be an offense
even to read it is uncertain in these days
of “padlock” laws.
Mr. O'Hearn comments: “The reason
for the banning, of course, is the nature
of the love story. It is torrid. If you
fancy that Victorian romance never got
beyond the crinoline stage, you don’t
know this book. The heroine loves a gypsy,
but she marries a rich squire. When the
gypsy

returns years later, rich and passionate, she steers him into the arms of

her sister-in-law. But gypsy and squire’s
lady still love — and love until death.
“The fact that this love ends tragically,
that the lovers are not shown any happier for it, was not enough to get this
film by. It showed very plainly in the
stern Victorian moral tradition that the
‘wages of sin is death.’ But, according to
the censors, ‘Wuthering Heights’ was one
in the eye for the sanctity of marriage, so
it can’t be shown.”
As for “Devil’s Island” that is another
matter. France, which recently banned
“Adventure in the Sahara,” because it
supposedly reflected on the honor of a
French officer in the Foreign Legion, also
banned “Devil’s Island,” and the prohibition was extended to the province of Quebec when the censors yielded to a request

The proposed regulation will cover the exhibition of Canadian government
motion pictures, it is said, with owners and managers of theatres being required
to show a number of these releases within stipulated periods.

made by the French consul-general in
Montreal. The consul-general said the
French government had protested against

This action will be taken, it is stated, because Canadian documentary films
not received the desired distribution in the Dominion in past years and because of a suggestion that Canadians should know more about distant parts of the
country through the medium of the screen. There is no voiced proposal, however,
that such films would be supplied to the theatre without charge for so-called national advertising purposes. Assurance has been given that pictures produced
under the sponsorship of the national film board will be of national interest.

distribution

have

of the film anywhere,

assert-

ing that it is “sensational fiction; absolutely wrong in its facts, and detrimental
to the French character.” Meanwhile
“Adventure in Sahara” is announced to be
shown at the Imperial.
It has

be made by the motion picture bureau,
but gives no definite assurance that this
will be the case. He admits there will be
some cases where outside production will
be used.

Nat'l Film Board
Saving Stressed
Montreal — Discussing the creation of a
national film board, Warren Baldwin
sends the Toronto Globe and Mail the following from Ottawa:

“Canada’s $100,000 a year motion picture bureau, with its machinery and
equipment for centralization is left as a
departmental subsidiary of the new
bureaucracy. The film board’s centralization program will be confined to approving
films from the various departments and
checking on duplication. Its expansion
program will be its own creation of what
Mr. Euler, minister of trade and commerce, describes as national films.
“Mr.
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Euler

hopes

that

more

films

will

“The Canadian motion picture bureau,
by its name as well as the size of its expenditure, has been considered by outsiders as a government bureau, rather
than a film producer for the department
of trade and commerce. But Mr. Euler
told the house of commons: ‘The department of trade and commerce has never
thought that it was its particular duty
to produce films that had anything to do
with any activity other than applies to its
own department, namely the promotion of
business

and

sales.’

“In the past ten years the Canadian
motion picture bureau has spent $542,959, exclusive of the original cost of the
plant, which was about $200,000. It has
an efficient director (Captain F. C. Badgley) with a yearly salary of $4,600 a year.

a head motion picture photographer and a senior motion picture photographer drawing $3,600 and $3,000 respectively. There is a production supervisor
paid $3,240 a year. Staff salaries amount
to $47,000 a year, excluding temporary
assistance.

“Production costs of motion pictures
initiated by other departments last year
amounted to $51,998.
“Under the new plan the Canadian motion picture bureau will continue to make
films for the department of trade and
commerce, and will continue to do production work for other departments when
Baldwin

remarks

that

the

departments

feasible.”
of
agriculture, mines and resources, justice, and the post office will continue to
have

their own films, and that the department of finance may have some also,
while the new national film board will

have its own “very special national films.”
He quotes Euler as “sincerely believing”
that the new setup will effect a saving,
and Dr. Manion predicting expenditures
next year at $250,000.
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JJOLIDAYS are thers.-bane of the motion
picture distributo
On Filmrow some
offices were closed for Easter from Thursday afternoon till Tuesday morning.
Theatres, however, benefit, through
charging Sunday prices.
There is gossip around Filmrow to the
effect that the colony may be moved from
Monkland Ave., into the city, perhaps
around Bleury St. or St. Alexander St.
Distributors are said to be loth to renew
their leases, feeling that they are penalized by being situated about four miles
from the business center.
The

Row

is also a

bit discouraged

by

the unyielding attitude the Quebec board
of censors which is applying the severest
moral tests to all pictures and banning
seme which would have been among the
biggest revenue producers.
Two Verdun theatre managers, operating independent houses, have been fined
$50 each and costs for admitting juveniles
under 16. The judge was very caustic
and

by a film made by ASN for the Quebec
ministry of health . . . Local theatres are
also showing a?i ASN trailer of the work
done by St. Mary’s Hospital in aid of a
campaign to raise funds for the institution
. . . Eastern Theatres adopted reports and
reelected directors at a routine annual
meeting.

very high. The brilliance of the Moscow
Ballet makes up for lack of artistry in
other entertainments. The great opera
house is thronged night after night and

Refuse a Manitoba

Montreal police will not emulate Beverly Hills in providing candid cameras
for members of the force. Police Director
Fernand Dufresne expressed doubt that
the city would be able to find money to
pay police salaries if they had
eras for the constables.

to buy cam-

Students of Loyola College have secured
a motion picture projector. They plan to
film college athletic activities and also
show some educational films . . . Safety
factors in accident prevention were filmed
for the benefit of the Insurance Institute
. . . Seville Theatre is showing an outstanding French picture after the regular
show every Monday night.

to

the

press, said: “In spite of the fact that the
motion picture projectionists affiliated
with us represent over 95 per cent of all
operators in the city and suburbs, and
that only a handful belong to the United
States

union, yet again we find the representative of labor on the examining board
is the nominee of the American controlled union ...”
present members of the examining
are Ed McGrath, secretary of the

Marking the close of the skiing
the Electrical Club showed films
ing in the Laurentians and the
None of the Filmrow adepts could
themselves in the pictures . . .

season,
of skiRockies.
identify
London

achieved

a world’s record in theatre construction during the visit of President Lebrun of France. The India Office was converted into a theatre in a few days for a
performance in which Sacha Guitry and
Seymour Hicks starred.
Cunard line announces arrival by the
Queen Mary of George M. Cohan, Jeffrey
Bernard and Maurice Wilson, joint managing directors of Grand National Films
in Europe,

and

Mr.

and

Mrs.

Albert

End-

ers, world’s champion skating pair . . .
Color films of tropical fish were shown to
a local society of Goldfish fans . . . Easter
was

marked by a showing of motion pictures depicting the life of Christ at Central United Church.

War

against

BOXOFFICE

tuberculosis

is being

aided

of labor; George A. Graham, representing exhibitors, and Victor Armand,
for the projectionists.
Press

reports

of this incident

brought

forward

the following letter: “ ... a delegation of the so-called Canadian union,
the One Big Union . . . appeared recently
. . . urging that future appointments be
made from that body to act on the
examining board, under the Amusement
Act.
“The delegation claimed that the motion
picture projectionists, affiliated with the
O. B. U., represented over 95 per cent of
all operators in the city and suburbs. This
statement is absolutely false and can easily be proven as such either by an investigation or through the Department of
Labor at Ottawa. The near-correct
ure is slightly over 20 per cent.

fig-

“The unit of the One Big Union came
into existence about two years ago. The

Ste.

Agathe; P. Cardinal, Roxy,
bert Bey, Cinema, Thetford
Salamis, Laval, Montreal.

To

nearly

taken

by the provincial

Montreal; AlMines, and B.

of the Sea,” he has been

oblig-

Sensation of 30 years ago, “An Englishman’s Home” will be filmed. It will be
modernized to include scenes of devastation by air raids. The play was hissed off
the stage in Berlin. Albert de Courville
will direct the film at Denham
wych Productions.

“Holy Week” saw audiences in most
theatres further reduced, as devout
Catholics observed their religious obligations. Lent is always d lean tune for the
theatres in Quebec province, but the best
pictures

continue to draw. Loew’s, for instance, completed a third weeks’ showing
of “ Pygmalion
Posters outside Loew’s featured a rather
comical portrait of George Bernard Shaw.
A mother and child were gazing at them.
Said the younger; “What has that man
got all over his face?” “Those are whiskers, my dear, just like Santa Claus,” replied the mother. “Then, how does he
talk?” was the child’s rejoinder.
From
Filmrow

govern-

an enthusiastic supporter of the
Bowling League, we have received

this comment: “ Paramount having
‘copped’ a playoff berth have been wait( Continued on page 114)

I. M. RICE <£ CO.
Canada
Distributors
Sound

been

for Ald-

Growing popularity of Parisian films
among the French-Canadians led to an
endeavor to secure the Imperial for display of these pictures. Negotiations were
sufficiently advanced to bring a representative of Famous Players Canadian
Corp. from Toronto to discuss it. A local
organization wished to lease the theatre,
but the deal fell through on the financial
arrangements.

80 per cent of all pro-

jectionists in the city and province.”
the time of writing there has

no action
ment.

Im-

Excitement prevails over the approaching final in the league bowling tournament
which will bring Paramount and United
Amusement teams together to decide the
championship. All Filmrow will be there
to cheer on their favorite.

‘American’ union referred to by the delegation of the One Big Union is the Motion Picture Projectionists, Local 299,
formed in Winnipeg in 1913, and now
representing

T. Trow,

Manitoba

bureau
“Pygmalion,” whose third week at
Loew’s was advertised as “final,” is completing a fourth week. Montreal has seldom known such a hit. Loew’s is the largest theatre in the city, yet it has been
filled to capacity for all showings.

visitors include:

ed to give up a stellar role in “Sally Goes
to Town,” the shipyards film taken at
Clydebank, in which Gracie Fields is the
star.

levelled charges against the Amusement Act Examining board of this province. Their brief, as reported in the

The
board

in advance.

perial, Three Rivers; P. Senecal, George’s,
Therese; M. Adelson, Roxy, Ste.

in “Rulers

government against what it termed preferential recognition of United States controlled labor unions, 15 members of the
Winnipeg central council of the One Big
Union

days

Through Will Fyffee going to Hollywood to play the part of Samuel Cunard

Union's Protest
Winnipeg — Protesting

be booked

Albert Bey, of the Cinema, Thetford
Mines, returned bronzed and enthusiastic
from a West Indies cruise which took him
as far as Venezuela. He promises to repeat
the cruise next year.
Filmrow

Most of the motion picture theatres in
Soviet Russia, a returned visitor reports,
are equipped with jazz orchestras, and the
salaries of some of the band leaders are

voiced regret that $50 was the maximum fine. Youngsters are such adepts at

disguising their ages that the ticket takers at the theatres are often fooled.

tickets must

The
All

Heads

—

Building
for DOO

— Winnipeg
SOUNDBLASTER

Amplifiers

—

Two

Way

Horn

GOLDEN
VOICESystems
of the SILVER
SCREEN
Other Theatre and Projection Equipment
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Rt. Hon. Meighen Is
"Allergic" to Films
Ottawa — Ever

since

Rt.

Hon.

a sway in Ottawa for a few weeks until the police got wise to the game
when

Arthur

Meighen, Conservative leader in the Canadian senate, declared he knew little or
nothing about moving pictures and yet
opposed the formation of the national
film board on the grounds of unnecessary
expenditure of public funds, there has been
comment and gossip regarding the apparently prosaic attitude of the veteran statesman.
This has resulted

in an explanation

that

Senator Meighen is allergic to motion pictures— he confesses that they are not to his
liking because, constitutionally, they bother
him. Tire moving figures on the screen
have an upsetting effect upon him. As a
result he has seen only four films during
his lifetime and one of these was “Wings.”
The information has been forthcoming
that he has no prejudice

against

Score Fee Freedom
A Revived Issue

" Film Test " Racketeers
Skip Ottawa
Ottawa — The old film test racket had

the cin-

the

the promoters

skipped

town

with

$5.00 fees which had been collected from a
number
of youthful

screen

aspirants.

Investigation revealed that the film
studio in the United States which the
racketeers said
not exist at all.

they

represented

did

O If T A W A
QAPT.

FRANK
C. BADGLEY, M. C., director of the Canadian government’s
motion picture bureau, has been re-elected
president of the Red Chevron Club composed of members of the first Canadian
overseas contingent to France in the Great
War. Capt. Badgley was one of the first to
enlist.

ema “and does not doubt it occupies a
considerable place in the interests of the
world.”
Pact-gatherers are now trying to find
out if the screen bothers any other person
in like manner. The smoothing explanation
is interesting at the moment because the
major political parties will shortly be in
the grips of a Federal election and obviously one must not offend a large section
of the populace known as movie-fans.

Policy and Product Parley
Takes Allen to New York

The Capitol Theatre, Famous Players’
ace house, is presenting the University of
Cincinnati Glee Club for the one night,
Monday, April 17.
On

top of adopting the policy of continuous performances from 10 a. m. on Saturdays, Manager Dave Ruben of the Rialto
is now running Sunday midnight shows at
this nabe house. The Rialto also recently
installed a complete air-conditioning system.
Manager Bill Regan of the Frances Theatre presented one midnight performance

Toronto — Harry J. Allen, general manager of Grand National Films, Ltd., here,
has left for New York City to consult with
GN executives regarding plans, policy and
product for the coming season.
For some months the Canadian company, through its branches in Toronto,
Montreal, Winnipeg and other cities, has
been engaged in the distribution of stateright and foreign language features, and
excellent business has been reported with
various pictures such as “Ballerina,”
“Damaged Goods,” “Mayerling,” “Club de
Femmes,” “The Life and Loves of Beethoven” and “Grand Illusion.” His Majesty’s
Theatre, Montreal, played “Ballerina” as
a road show during Easter Week, following a hold-over engagement at the
Hollywood Theatre, Toronto, of eight days.

of the all-Jewish picture, “Bar
and had a good turnout.
The

schools at Meaford

have

Mitzvah,”
been

closed

because of the flu epidemic, this town being one of the last to be hit by the disease.
Don Stapleton, manager of the Centre
Theatre, is once more pepped up over baseball as the sponsor of the Ottawa pro nine
which is to be a farm club this year.
Manager Herb McElroy, of the annual
Ottawa Fair, has booked the United States
navy band as the musical attraction at the
exhibition for one week next August.
The Capitol Theatre ran an all-cartoon
show on Easter Monday morning as an
extra

treat for juveniles
tion week.

during

the vaca-

Metro, Toronto, Opening
Heralded

Archie

by 24-Sheets

Toronto — Emanuel

Stein

had

Toronto

plastered with 24-sheets for the opening
of the Metro Theatre, Bloor and Manning
Ave., the program for which comprised
“Delinquent
Trouble.”
Among

Parents”

and

“Looking

for

the firms which installed furnishings and equipment were Dominion
Sound Equipment, Ltd., General Theatre
Supply Co., Ltd., Toronto Carpet Mfg. Co.,
Ltd., Robert Simpson Co., Ltd., E. L.
Ruddy Co., Ltd., and Collins and Aikman
of Canada, Ltd., all of Toronto, and the
Canadian Office & School Furniture, Ltd.
of Preston, Ont., which supplied the seats.
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Laurie,

assistant

general

sales

manager of Empire-Universal Films, Toronto, made the rounds of Ottawa theatres during a recent visit.
Ludmilla Lvova, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. W. R. Loew of Ottawa, is now on a
tour of Australia and New Zealand as a
ballerina with the Covent Garden Russian
Ballet and was recently a guest of Lady
Gordon, president of the British Drama
League at Sydney, Australia.
Manager
Rideau

Henry

played

an

one day consisting
de la Cavalerie.”

Marshall

Toronto — The score charge question
has again become a live issue in the Dominion through the action of Vitagraph,
Ltd., Canadian distributors of Warner
Bros, and First National features, in
adopting the policy of eliminating the
score fee and granting the concession of
cancellation of individual pictures after
consultation in contracts for the 1939-40
season.
The Independent Theatres Ass’n is
pressing for similar action by other film
renters, United Artists Corp., Ltd., being
the only company which had been selling
pictures without the score charge during
the past year or two. Some time ago Canadian Universal Films did not add this
charge but it was imposed on Universal
Pictures following the amalgamation of
the company with Empire Films, Ltd., to
become Empire-Universal Films.

Theatre Holding Corp, Is
Building in Tillsonburg
Toronto — Raymond Allen, general supervisor of Theatre Holding Corp., Toronto, has announced that construction
has started on the erection of a theatre
at Tillsonburg, Ont., which is scheduled to
open June 15 as a unit of the Allen chain.
The house, which is to be called the
Strand, will have 685 seats. There are
two other theatres in Tillsonburg, one of
which is the Capitol operated by Robert
Hambleton.
The Strand Theatre which is being
erected at Port Colborne, Ont., by Theatre Holding Corp. to replace the theatre
destroyed by fire last winter, is scheduled
to open May 5 under the management of
Sydney Burton who has recently been in
charge of the Royal Theatre at Parry
Sound,

recently purchased by the company. The Port Colborne Strand will
seat 785 persons. Jack Willard, formerly
of Columbia Pictures of Canada, Toronto,
took over the management of the Perry
Sound house on April 10.
The Allens have observed the anniversary of the opening of the Casino Theatre, their large unit in downtown Toronto,
which was opened April 12, 1936. This
theatre has enjoyed a highly successful
career with a policy of pictures combined
with vaudeville.

Eastern Theatres, Ltd,,
Receipts Show

Rise

Montreal — Going against the general
trend of the theatre business in Canada,
receipts of the Eastern Theatres, Ltd.,
owners of the Imperial Theatre, Toronto,
showed a slight improvement over the
corresponding quarter of 1938, Thomas J.
Bragg, president, informed
the annual meeting.

shareholders

at

of the Ottawa

all-French

program

of “Boissiere”

and

for

“Une

Hollywood
“Bridge"Bridge"
of Sighs” will be
To —Adapt
scripted by Charles Perry for Warner Bros.
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Distribution Control
"J'ALK of salmon fishing is beginning to
be heard on Filmrow in Saint John
when branch office staffs can spare a
moment from the busy routine of a hard

Right Questioned
(Continued
ing

the

from

page

winter and spring — it’s evident that there
will be some tall stories heard when vacation time comes around . . . Over in

107)

motion picture distributors, declared the exchanges were independent.

“Every exchange is working for its own
balance sheet,” he said. “They are not
interlocked.”
See Regimentation Danger
Colonel Cooper termed the proposed
measure

“undue

interference

with

normal

business.”
He affirmed, “I am strongly opposed to
the bill. It purports to fix prices at which
films are to be sold in the province. No
other commodity of like nature is thus
regulated. Why should motion pictures be
singled out?”
With reference to charge made in the
legislature that one film distributing clique
held a monopoly grasp on motion pictures
in this province, with detrimental effect
upon theatres not in the favored group,
Colonel Cooper pointed out as a significant fact that “as far as I know, not a
single Canadian theatre has gone bankrupt in the last five years.”
Those opposing the legislation maintain
that

the bill “includes unworkable sections— sections which if enacted would be
unjust discrimination against large vested
interests of vast economic importance to
the Maritimes and Canada as a whole; a
revolutionary attempt to regiment private
enterprise under government control, involving a principle that would therefore
apply to any trade — a dangerous

and

illog-

ical suggestion.”

Badgley on Survey Tour
Preceding Royal Visit
Ottawa — P. C. Badgley, director of the
motion picture bureau, department of
trade and commerce, Ottawa, is making a
survey tour of the whole route across
Canada which will be followed by King
George and Queen Elizabeth in their tour
of the Dominion which is scheduled to
open with their arrival at Quebec City,
May 15.
Mr. Badgley is a member of the royal
tour sub-committee of the Canadian Government, and is in charge of the moving
picture and news photograph arrangements for the trip, his duty being to
organize local plans for cameramen at
each

stop to avoid confusion, all regulations for which will be officially announced by the government on his return
to Ottawa. Pull details are to be supplied
to the newsreel companies through official channels and there has been an
intimation that cameramen will be required to follow instructions to the letter
or all privileges will be cancelled.

License Each

The city council ratified a by-law
effect at a special meeting.
::

It’s a country where they take their
hockey and their ball leagues seriously and
have many star players.
Maurice Griffin, Paramount shipper at
Saint John, has another addition in the
family— his second . . . Friends of Jackman & Condon of the Star Movie, St.
John’s, Newfoundland, will sympathize
with Mr. Jackman in the death of his
brother, Dick . . . The F. G. Spencers are
back in Saint John from Florida, Bosto7i
and New York . . . The Strand and other
houses of the Spencer circuit observed
their usual custom of remaining closed on
Good Friday . . . “Four Daughters” was
brought back for another run at the Saint
John Strand this week.
Among

Cape

Breton

theatremen

seen

Apply to Liquidate the
Estate of A. J. Small
Toronto — Application has been made to
the supreme court of Ontario for the
liquidation of the frozen assets of the estate of Ambrose J. Small so that the
properties can be disposed under terms of
the will. Some of the real estate comprises theatre structures and it was
pointed out in court a portion of the estate
did not return sufficient revenue to meet
expenditures.
The day on which Small died, Dec. 2,
1919, he had sold his chain of theatres to
a company for $2,000,000 in cash. At least
it was presumed eventually he had died
because after closing the transaction he
was last seen alive at the Grand Theatre
here where his office was located. He disappeared, at any rate, and no trace was
found in a continent-wide search which
extended to all parts of Canada, the
United States and into Mexico.
Mrs. Small, declared widow, died a few
years ago and her estate was probated at
approximately $2,000,000. The beneficiaries include the sisters of A. J. Small and
several other minor claimants. Two of
the chief theatres of the chain, the Grand
here and the Russell at Ottawa, have been
torn down.

Installs RCA

Sound

Montreal — New RCA photophone sound
equipment has been installed in the
Capitol Theatre, St. Catherine street by
Dominion Sound Equipments, Ltd. The
Capitol, a Consolidated Theatres house, is
managed toy Leslie W. Dowbiggin.

Seat

Montreal — Verdun theatres no longer
will pay an annual $400 license, but will
pay 85 cents a seat to the municipality.
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Cape Breton the topic in off-hours is
baseball; some of the exhibitors in that
area are baseball team officials as well.

to that

20th-Fox

Extends

Two

Hollywood — Extensions of their term
acting contracts have been handed to
Spring Byington and Arleen Whelan at
20th-Fox.

in Halifax,

Nova

Scotia

capital city, when

the contentious “motion picture branch
office bill” was before the legislature, were
W. H. Cuzner of the Strand, Sydney
Mines; J. W. Farr of the Rivoli, North
Sydney; Fred Gregor of the Majestic, New
Waterford, and Eddie Lynn of the Strand,
Sydney.

Halifax newspapers found “one of Eddie Cantor’s beautiful daughters” on the
R. M. S. Antonia when the liner called
there en route overseas from New' York,
but were at a loss to know which one of
the five girls she was. They learned somehow that she is 22, that Cantor farewelled
her at New York, that she will study dress
designing in Londori and wants to be a
good dress designer without trading on
anyone’s famous 7iame.
as “Miss M. Schaach.”

She

was

registered

The Casino, Halifax, was scene of a recent public gathering that may— by a long
chance — have a far-reaching effect on
Canada. The gathering was the starting
gun of a “British Nova Scotia” movement
that advocates secession of that province
from the Canadian confederation.

Quebec Amusement
Tax Yield Leads
Ottawa — Figures on revenue derived by
the provincial governments from the
amusement tax show Quebec is now far
in the lead with respect to the annual returns from this source. The levy on admissions during the last fiscal year in
Quebec

amounts to $1,018,331, as compared with $929,537 for the previous year
$695,566 for 1936.

and

The totals for the different provinces
scale down to zero, with Ontario and
Saskatchewan deriving no revenue from
the amusement tax, the Ontario impost
having been abolished June 1, 1937. During the last years in which Ontario collected this tax the total amount was
around $2,000,000 for 12 months.
is now over the million mark.

Quebec

The smallest amusement tax revenue
is found in Prince Edward Island where
$11,255 was collected in 1938. There are
three theatres in tiny P. E. I., two being
operated at Charlottetown and one at
Summerside.
There is no provincial amusement tax in
Saskatchewan but the cities and towns of
that western province are privileged to
impose a municipal levy on tickets.

United Amuse.
Montreal — Hugh

Mackay

Elects
was

chosen

to

fill the vacancy left by the death of William C. Pitfield, when United Amusement
Corp.

re-elected its directorate at the annual shareholders meeting held at the
Rialto Theatre here March 31.
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stone, president of the Independent Theatres Ass’n, is back from basking in the
Southland and Harry is not so busy.
"fyJAN TO REMEMBER”
pace at the Eglinton

kept up the
Theatre, Fa-

mous Players’ suburban palace, by holding
the screen for three weeks. It was followed, starting Easter Monday, with “The
Girl Was Young,” directed by Alfred Hitchcock whose “The Lady Vanishes” kept on
the go at this theatre for eight weeks.
George Law,
the Associated

formerly chief booker for
group, is busy talking up

the organization of a “boycott society ” for
the purpose of cutting down on imports
from Germany, Japan and Italy.
Jules Allen, executive of Theatre Holding
Corp., has returned at last from a restful
vacation at Miami. Another to return is
Arthur Cohen, formerly managing director of Famous Players Canadian Corp. N.
A. Taylor, chief of 20th Century Theatres,
has returned from Daytona Beach with
a swell coat of midsummer tan. On his
way

back was Sam
hibitor of Winnipeg.

Wiener,

veteran

ex-

First run in Canada for “Dodge City”
goes into the Toronto Imperial shortly,
with Manager Tommy Daley working up a
big exploitation campaign. “Jesse James”
played the big theatre for two weeks recently.
Associated Screen News has released a
magazine short dealing with life in Canada and one of the featured players is
Harry Mavety, president of the Mavety
Film Delivery Service, who is “caught”
shooting pheasants on Pelee Island.
Everybody along the Row was asking
how the new Centre Theatre at Peterboro
was doing when Sydney Goldstone, manager and part-owner, managed to get back
to Toronto on hurried business.
J. G. Strathy, manager of the Brock at
Whitby, Ont., took advantage of a springlike day to make a Toronto visit, as did

I'HE publicity efforts of Sam Siegel and
Sam Nagler in conjunction with the
Plaza management resulted, among other
things, in the sight of an oldtime stagecoach threading (and jamming up) traffice in downtown streets with a bewhiskered crew in charge. It made the
oldtimers grin and cheer, and the newtimers stare, but none could forget what
it was there for. It was good stuff.

Leonard
Wiarton.

Lush

of

the

Berford

Irving Field has swung

Theatre,

into his stride at

the Royce Theatre, Toronto, where he received a questionable introduction when
thieves smashed the safe practically the
same night that he took over the house.
The robbers did not get much but it cost
him $375 for repairs.
From the West End of the Province came
F. P. Hannah who is once more back at
the Royal Theatre in Windsor, and also
Gordon Hogarth who found the highway
in good shape from Kingsville where he
has the Roxy Theatre.
Manny

Stein will never

forget the night

that his Metro Theatre opened — toward
the close of the last show a fire broke out
in the storeroom, there was plenty of
smoke, people rushed through the exits, the
firemen came, the patrons returned to their
seats to see the rest of the show and it
was all in the papers the next day.
Gordon Borneman of the Muskoka Theatre was in town from Gravenhurst to
prepare
summer
Sam

for the rush season
resort center.
Firestone,

father

ahead — it’s a

H.

Cooper, recovered from lengthy illness, is once more on the move with state

right features, his latest being “Fight for
Peace.” It did well at the LaSalle for its
Toronto first run.
Miss A. E. Elliott went the rounds of
exchanges here to arrange dates for the
Fred Guest theatres in Hamilton which
include the Delta, Empire and Queen.
Toronto exchange and theatremen who
were down in Miami all met Joseph M.
Franklin, head of the Franklin-Herschorn
circuit in the Maritime Provinces and formerly of Toronto where he was RKO representative for Canada. They all told how
well he looked compared with a year ago.
A. E. Rolston made one of his infrequent calls in Toronto. He has to travel
from Little Current, Manitoulin Island,
where he has the Princess Theatre.
Harry

of Harry

Price, general manager of Supe( Continued on next page)

Fire-

a Will MM MPEG
^^ITH
end

the junior hockey playdowns at
as far as this city is concerned,

by the appearance here of Ethel Barrymore and a company of stage actors in a

showmen expect business to pick up. Another factor to contend with has been the

presentation

cold end-of-the-winter weather, which has
interfered with business. Holiday crowds
were slow in making their appearance at

Harold Bishop secured a half page pictorial layout in the magazine section of
the Winnipeg Free Press heralding the

the downtown shows owing
sing weather conditions.

appearance of the Winnipeg-born
star, Deanna Durbin, in her new

to the depres-

The Orpheum, dark for some time, is
scheduled to reopen on April 20 when it
will house Harry
Merry-Go-Round.”

Sherman’s “Broadway
This will be followed

Florida, has arrived in Vancouver
Babe will now eat regularly.

and

J. J. Fitzgibbons, Famous Players general manager, is on his way west . . . Jim
Patterson is back from that 20 th CenturyFox’s convention in Chicago . . , Myron
McLeod, Patricia Theatre, Powell River,
was browsing around Filmrow looking for
special attractions for Easter week.
Norman Duncan is getting ready for one
of his rapid shifts from screen to stage.
This time it is for the presentation of

Harry Dowbiggan, recently injured in a
fire here, is not in the film industry, but
is closely connected with it as his brother.
Tommy, is in the Paramount office in
Montreal and another, George, is the
Famous Players booker in Winnipeg.

“Whiteoaks,” with Ethel Barrymore in
the leading role. The Strand Theatre is

Babe Coval is winding up his work on
the Warner Bros, drive with some trips
into the interior, his latest being into the
Okanagan, where business is picking up
with the budding of the fruit trees. Meanwhile Mrs. Coval, who spent the winter in

Leon Shelly is blossoming out as a public speaker, his latest being an address before the Kiwanis Club on “ Highlights of
the Motion Picture Industry,” which was
one of several which he has recently delivered on this subject.
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Manager Gurr of the Community Theatre swears by and at the birthday club
stunt. He has wanted to drop the club
idea for Saturday matinee juvenile patrons
but the kids are in an uproar whenever
he mentions the thought.

getting a large share
performances.

of high-class

stage

“Three

of “Whiteoaks.”

Smart

Girls Grow

film
film,

Up.”

With 24 -sheets on the streets and a 24sheet on a traveling float, window cards
and advance ballyhoo, Eddie Newman of
the Lyceum exploited “The Son of Frankenstein,” which plays his house next week.
A smart idea on Newman’s part was placing a peepbox containing stills from the
film in the lobby and daring patrons to
take a peek.
The
no

Manitoba

application

censor

board

to exhibit

has received

the film version

of the Bronte classic, “Wuthering
Heights,” which has been banned by the
Quebec censor until deletions have been
made in the film.
J. J. Fitzgibbons , general manager, and
R. W. Bolstead, comptroller, of Famous
Players, will be here Tuesday on their trip
through the west.
Thirty

thousand
tributed in schools

attractive blotters disdrew attention to Hel-

mer Jernberg’s showing of “Snow White”
at the Rio during the Easter holidays.
A story ori Hollywood

babies, especially

the one used in the production of “ Made
for Each Other,” breaks at a nice time for
the Garrick, which is currently showing
that film.
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rior Films, Ltd., timed his homecoming
from Florida for Easter after a stopover
in New York City to look over available
product.
Famous Players has authorized expenditure for a cooling system and extensive
refurnishing in the Capitol Theatre at
Regina where William Novak is manager.
T. H. Moorehead, in from Brampton
where he owns the Capitol, reports lively
business for everybody in the town. He
had

big business

with “Pygmalion.”

C AllLGi AM

A " Royal Visit” Stunt Is
Launched by R. Allen
Toronto — Raymond

Allen

has

launched

the first “Royal Visit stunt for a Canadian
theatre in connection with the approaching tour of the British Monarchs by announcing the giving of souvenirs to
juvenile patrons at the Hollywood Theatre here for three successive Saturday
matinees. Children at these shows will
receive a photographic button of members
of the Royal family and, at each matinee,
a bust of King George will be given to each
of 20 boys or girls in a lucky draw.
On

the final Saturday

of the series there

Harvey, formerly with 20th Century-Fox Films, is now selling for Colonial
Pictures, Ltd . . . Manager Sedgwick of
the Belsize Theatre, Toronto, has been

will be two grand prizes consisting of lifesized busts of each of Their Majesties.

making

hit with the kids by the distribution of blotters regularly each week
at the nearby schools.

by the distribution of announcement
ters at the schools.

Fire Commissioner
Is Fatally Stricken

Camera Shop in Offawa
Presents Free Shows

Gordon

a

Smith

Ottawa — J. Grove Smith of Ottawa, for
many years Dominion fire commissioner
of the Canadian government, has died
following a stroke and thus has passed
one of the outstanding men in fire prevention work. Appointed to the office in
1919, Mr. Smith encouraged cooperative
activity among municipal and industrial
organizations, being closely associated
with Col. John A. Cooper of Toronto,
president of the Motion Picture Distributors of Canada, in the study of film storage conditions and the shipment of prints,
for the elimination of hazards.
Through

this cooperation.

Col. Cooper

held various offices in fire prevention associations and gave addresses on the subject at conventions.

Two

Toronto Filmites

Lose Next-of-Kin
Toronto — Two members of the film
colony in Toronto were bereaved on the
same

day in the death

of next-of-kin.

Annie G. Dickson, wife of John K. Dickson, accountant of Empire-Universal
Films, Ltd., passed away in Toronto General Hospital after a lengthy illness, interment taking place in Mount Pleasant
Cemetery.
The

death also occurred of Simon Foreman of Toronto, widowed father of Molly
Foreman, secretary of B. and F. Theatres,
Ltd., a chain of Toronto suburban theatres affiliated with Famous Players Canadian Corp.

Bob

Montgomery

Hollywood — Next

Story

Robert

Montgomery

starrer for Metro will be “Stronger Than
Desire,” which Leslie Fenton directs for
Producer John Considine jr.

Autry's Leading

Lady

Hollywood — June Storey will be his
leading lady in future Gene Autry westerns, under terms of an acting contract
signed with Republic.
BOXOFFICE

The stunt, the first tieup in connection
with the tour, has been widely advertised

Ottawa — Exhibitors

of Ottawa

blot-

have

Q.LEN PEACOCK
is a showman with a
hobby. Better still he has managed to
combine both to his pleasure and profit.
With his trusty 16mm camera he has
been taking shots of local events, rushing
development himself and throwing them
on the Isis screen here. His news shots
of the Banff winter carnival this week
won wide approval. Big horse show here
this weekend goes on the screen next
Monday showing three accidents in the
horse riding event . . . Glen, in addition to picking up news shots, prepares
and broadcasts a bi-weekly radio talk and
operates the Isis and Gary theatres.
Bill Lacey, ivho writes advertising for
the Strand and Variety, does the frontal
display for both and produces the halfhour stage show at the Variety, has initiated a novel contest for the Strand he
calls a “ voice-test .” Selecting a spoken
paragraph from a trailer of a picture that
has previously played the Strand, he asks
patrons to name the voice and the picture.
There are five trailers used weekly and
cash prizes totaling $100 are given away.

op-

position from an entirely new source although it’s 16mm films again.
A miniature theatre has been established
by a downtown store where
have been presented daily for
from 10 a. m. to 5:30 p. m.,
being 16mm films. For one

Y

free shows
adults only
the pictures
whole week

the program was featured by the “first
authentic motion pictures in sound” of the
coronation of Pope Pius XII and the public was invited to come in at any time.
The so-called miniature theatre is located
in a camera, picture-framing and photo
accessory store and the show was advertised in the daily newspapers in theatrical
style.

Hamilton United Reports
1938 Net Is Greater
Montreal — A
slight increase in net
profit in 1938 is reported by Hamilton
<Ont.) United Theatres which earned
$54,453 compared with $54,355 in 1937.
Operating profit was down slightly at
$77,167.
Dividend payments required $47,274
compared with $43,335. Earned surplus,
after adjustments, totals $85,286 compared
with $78,285. Current assets are reported
at $178,126, current liabilities $10,424, and
working capital $167,702 compared with

Nathanson Takes Over
New Universal Space
Toronto — Paul Nathanson, son of N. L.
Nathanson, president of Famous Players
Canadian Corp., returned from his winter vacation during the past week to take
over his new office on the floor of the
Film Exchange Bldg., 277 Victoria St.,
Toronto, of Empire-Universal films, Ltd.,
of which he is the vice-president.
The suite of offices has undergone
many structural changes with the accounting department of Empire-Universal headoffice moved to the rear of this floor, with
the private offices of Vice-President Paul
Nathanson, General Manager Alfred W.
Perry and A. J. Laurie, assistant general
sales manager, grouped at the front along
with the stenographic
partments.

and

bookers’

de-

The comfortably furnished private theatre remains in its location adjacent to the
offices of Associated Theatres, Ltd., with
the poster and equipment departments at
the back. The offices, film vaults and
accessory departments of the Ontario
Branch of Empire-Universal are entirely
separate from the headquarters of the
company, the branch under the management of Frank Fisher being located on the
second floor of the building.

$147,776.

Ottawa

Centre Ready

for

Feature Hollywood Song
Writer Over CBC Net

" Dark Rapture”

Ottawa — A salute to Nacio Herb Brown,
song writer of film productions, was the

the Canadian premiere of “Dark
at the Centre Theatre, Ottawa,

feature

a special exploitation campaign by Manager Don Stapleton, the engagement to

of a radio program over the national network of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. by Percy Faith and his unit
of instrumentalists and vocalists, the four

Ottawa — Arrangements

Debut
are in hand

for

Rapture”
following

numbers presented being: “Singing in the
Rain,” a screen hit of 1929; “You Are My

open April 19.
The Centre is shortly to blossom forth
with a handsome new marquee and sign
which follows the recent installation of

Lucky Star,” of 1936 vintage; “Alone,” a
hit of 1935, and, finally, “Broadway Melody,” which was featured ten years ago.

the Magic Doors, operated by photo-electric eye, which Mr. Stapleton discovered
on a recent trip to the U. S.
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The

of the round

robin series between Warner’s and United
Amusement to finish. It is believed that
the United team will get the call over
Warner’s, as they have that extra reserve
which lay dormant during the playing
season. Or, was it that they were just
playing ’possum for this opportunity, and
will come through as the champs? Next
issue will disclose the result.”
Observed on Filmrow were the following exhibitors: Mrs. L. Bertrand, Princess, Riviere du Loup; J. Bourdon, Alamo,
Chateauguay; M. Lessard, Colonial, St.
Joseph de Beauce; M. Adelson, Roxy, Ste.
Agathe; Ambrose Nolan, Pix, Aylmer; P.
Cardinal, Roxy, Montreal, and U. S. Allaire, of the Victoria, Victoriaville ... An
event of historica significance, which may
pave the way for the showing of films in
Canadian and American churches, was the
screening in Westminster Abbey of a film
from Palestine.
Rene

Favreau, a commercial radio announcer, heard over CKAC
daily, won

Montreal Standard’s final “movie doubles” prize, owing to his resemblance to
Charley Chase . . . Will Fyffe, Scottish
comedian, star of “To the Victor,” will
depict Samuel Cunard, Nova Scotia Scot
who

founded the Cunard line, in Paramount’s “Rulers of the Sea.” Fyffe has
just completed “The Mind of Mr. Reeder,”
film based on the late Edgar Wallace’s
lovable detective . . . Jean Clement, Parisian film and radio star, made a personal
appearance at a midnight show at the
Papineau, under the auspices of the
United Theatres Bowling League. Ten
vaudeville acts, screen novelties and
ture picture were included in the
tainment.

a feaenter-

Hollywood Theatre, St. Lawrence boulevard, which has presented most of the
leading Yiddish dialogue films, has just
completed a successful showing of “Two
Sisters,” modern drama of Jewish life in
America . . . Thieves, believed to have
concealed
tre, Cote
stole the
worth of

themselves in the Perron TheaSt. Paul, before the show closed,
safe with $600 cash and $200
tickets. They are believed by

British cinema industry has offered to help BBC raise between $25,000,000 and $50,000,000 required to speed
up development of television. Considerably
more than the former sum would be
needed to build a network of television
transmitters all over Britain. The cinema
heads say they will help raise the money
and recoup themselves by showing in their
theatres televised pictures of horse races,
prize fights and theatre stage plays.
Motion picture theatres have had to endure intensive competition during the past
winter from skating stars, commencing
with Sonja Henie. The latest to appear at
the Forum were Megan Taylor, world’s
champion, and Vivi-Anne Hulten, champion of Sweden, 1927-36. Montreal is, of
course, a city of expert skaters, and
many news shorts have been taken here of
events on the ice. Just ahead of the
Forum display, the Palace capitalized on
its advertising by screening “Ice Follies of
1939” with Joan Crawford and James
Stewart.
Royal Cobalt Service is Laval Theatre’s
latest giveaway . . . “Mayerling” has returned to town at the System — Mayfair
Electra and Empire are offering dinnerware . . . Although the festive season is
long past, Rialto found “Christmas Carol”
a popular offering . . . Rivoli and Corona
staged

a dancing contest with Paul Richard’s orchestra . . . Armand Meerte and
his orchestra were at the Francais.
Verdun independent theatres are in
trouble from time to time over admission
of juveniles. Two managers have been
summoned to appear in the courts. One of
their difficulties, it appears, is the influx
of 14 and lb-year-old youngsters from
other suburbs, particularly on Saturdays.
The youngsters pose as being 16 and sometimes look that age, so that it is difficult
to exclude

them.

One

of the tricks em-

ployed by ’teen age boys is to borrow their
father’s felt hat and wear it instead of
their customary cap. The hat usually has
the effect of adding two or three years to
their apparent age.
“Barkers” are regularly employed to attract business in amusement parks. This

O’Brien, manager, to have removed the safe by the back door and
loaded it on a truck. A neighboring
householder heard the burglars and

week many a smile was evoked on Filmrow when at an open window of the office
of Peerless Films, a spaniel belonging to
J. H. B. Briggs, appeared and barked

phoned for a police radio
rived too late.

furiously

Arthur

car

which

ar-

Success of an early Canadian film by
A. D. Kean, a Toronto Star reporter, was
recalled by Augustus
wood studio phoned

Bridle, when a Hollythe newspaper office

to ask particulars . The film was “Policing
the Plains,” and, according to Bridle it
contained “remarkable first-hand scenes
from Canadian western life that no other
producer has ever been able to assemble.”
As a celluloid document of the west it ivas
in the same class, except for its expert
photography, as R. J. Flaherty’s Eskimo
films of 1912, from which came “Nanook,”
before Flaherty went into “Moana,” “Man
of Aran” and “Elephant Boy.” “Policing
the Plains” was shown in Canada about
ten years ago.
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to attract the attention of exhibitors passing by ... A Polish historical

film with English titles, “Love or a Kingdom,” has been showing at the Roxy on
St. Lawrence boulevard. Regarded as one
of the outstanding European films it attracted not only members of the local
Polish colony, but also a large attendance
of English-speaking citizens.
According to Toronto Globe and Mail,
the salary paid John Grierson, Scottish
film expert, during his two months’ stay
in Ottawa as adviser to the department of
trade and commerce, was “about $350 a
week.” The newspaper foresees as a result
of the legislation creating a national film
board there will be created one position
paying
jobs

$5,000 or more
for

the

a year, and

commissioner’s

two new

staff.

The

First Business
on New

Line

Toronto — The honor of making the
first regularly scheduled airplane trip for
business purposes on the new trans-Canada airline service of the federal department of transport fell to Wolfe Cohen of
Toronto, Canadian general manager for
Warner Bros.
Mr.

Cohen made use of the new passenger service by taking a big Lockheed

plane

to Winnipeg, Manitoba, in connection with the business of the branch office in that city and was soon back in
Toronto to complete the round trip.
The

government’s air mail service covering cities between Montreal and Vancouver was inaugurated March 1 and air
mail letters are being generally used by
both film exchanges and theatre chain
companies for routine reports, the air service having superseded telegrams in many
instances. The passenger service did not
get under way until this month. Last August J. J. Fitzgibbons, vice-president of
Famous Players; H. M. Masters of United
Artists and L. M. Devaney of RKO Pictures made use of U. S. airlines to get to
distant points in Canada to organize the
“Greatest Year” campaign because there
was no regular passenger air service in
the Dominion but now the film executives
can fly across Canada in 17 hours.

Thurston in Montreal
Montreal — A visitor to Montreal’s filmdom is Harry Thurston, one of England’s
best character comedians, and the original
stage ” creator
Bill” of “The Better
‘Ole’
fame ofin“Old
London. Thurston is
specializing

in broadcast

One

programs.

for LaCava

Hollywood — Gregory

LaCava

next

will

direct Ginger Rogers in “My Fifth Avenue Girl” for RKO. Morrie Ryskind is on
the script.

Hollywood
— RKO
has assigned
Scripts
"Hunchback"
Frank

Bruno

to prepare the script for the remake of “The Hunchback of Notre Dame.”

board of eight members will draw no
salary, but will have expenses. Hon. W. D.
Euler, minister of trade and commerce,
refused to let the Globe and Mail see
Grierson’s

report, declaring

“it is not

in

the public interest to release it.”
William Elman, district manager of Columbia, has been out of town on a business trip ... Ed English of 20th-Fox, has
been in Chicago at the convention of his
company . . . Archie Cohen of Columbia,
is planning an early trip to visit exhibitors
throughout the province . . . Ping-pong is
the latest Filmrow craze. Contests have
been taking place over Warner’s table. For
a time Joe Bolman, booker of Columbia,
carried everything before him. He met his
Waterloo when he encountered Bill Murray of United Amusement, who, for the
time being at least, is champion . . . Paramount’s Montreal office, headed by W. A.
Brown, is busy with the Four Star Drive,
in which Montreal
dian offices.

is leading
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"CASTLES" IN THE SKY FOR PRE-EASTER WEEK
AVERAGE

CHARLOTTE

Broadway — The
1st half

Girl

Downstairs

Broadway — The
2nd half

Great

Man

(M-G-M),

Votes

(RKO),

(20th-

80

Garrick — Oklahoma
Kid (WB), 2nd loop wk. . .
Oriental— -Strange Faces (Univ) ; Forged
Passport (Rep), plus stage show

85

Palace — Love
2nd wk

90

Affair

(RKO),

plus

stage

show,

Roosevelt — Fast and Loose (M-G-M)
State-Lake — Ambush
(Para), plus stage show.
United Artists — Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M),
held 2nd wk

80

90
85
95

Albee— -lee Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Capitol — Three Smart Girls Grow Up
2nd wk., held
Affair

(RKO),

3rd

130
(Univ),

Man

Votes

130

wk

and Irene

Oklahoma
Three

170

Kid — Dallas

Smart

Girls

150

Grow

Up

(dual) — Portland, Ore
Dodge

Ore

City

Story

150

(dual) — Portland,

(dual) — Omaha

of Vernon

Castle — New

140

City

EXTENDED
Pygmalion,

State — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Stillman — Huckleberry Finn (M-G-M),

2nd

wk. .

Boy

With

the

Circus

Capitol — -Homicide Bureau (Col), 2nd
Majestic — Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Melba — Arizona
Wildcat (20th-Fox)
Palace — Cafe Society (Para)
Tower — Grand Illusion (SR)

half....

90
150
90
110
90

DENVER
Aladdin — Yes, My
Darling Daughter
after a wk. at the Denver

(FN),

100

Broadway — lee Follies of 1939 (M-G-M);
The
Saint Strikes Back
(RKO),
both after a
wk. at the Orpheum
Denham — Midnight (Para), 4 days ending
here; Persons in Hiding (Para), 3 days
Denver — You Can’t Cheat an Honest Mail
(Univ)
Orpheum — Sergeant Madden
Time I Marry
(RKO)
Paramount — Dark Rapture
and the Mob
(Co!)

(M-G-M);

90

wk.,

Seattle;
Ore.
Dove

RUNS

17th

Chicago;
4th

wk.,

Affair,

wk.,

New

5th

wk.,

Kansas

3rd

York

City,

wk.,

City;

Lewis and Joe Venuti’s Orch
Karlton — Little Princess (20th-Fox)
Keith's — Love Affair (RKO)
Palace — On Trial (WB)
Stanley — Three Smart
Girls Grow
(Univ), 2nd wk
Stanton — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)

Minneapolis,
Portland,

Cincinnati,

Los

Next
105

(Univ);

The

Lady

Rialto — Topper Takes a Trip (UA). after a
wk. at each the Denver and Aladdin; Inside
Story (20th-.Fox)

100

90

INDIANAPOLIS

Loew’s— Fast and Loose (M-G-M)
Lyric — The Oklahoma
Kid (WB),
show

KANSAS

110
90
85
80

plus

stage

Orpheum — Blackwell’s Island (FN); Fisherman's Wharf (RKO)
Tower — Hound
of the Baskervilles (20thFox); The Family Next Door (Univ)
Uptown — Hound
of the Baskervilles (20thFox)

50
80
95
75
90
75

ANGELES

wk.,

plus
90
125

MILWAUKEE
Little Theatre — Tundra
(Univ)
Palace — Let Is Live (Col); Blondie Meets the
Boss (Col)
Riverside — My Son Is a Criminal (Col)
Strand — Made
for Each Other (UA) ; The
Great Man Votes (RKO), 2nd wk
Warner — King of the Turf (UA) ; Blackwell’s Island (FN)
Wisconsin — Hound
of the
Arizona

Wildcat

: : April 15, 1939

80
90
100
100
95

Baskervilles

(20th-

(20th*F'ox)

100

MINNEAPOLIS
Aster — Inside Story (20th-Fox); Society
Smugglers
(Univ)
Century — Fast and Loose (M-G-M)
Gopher — Spirit of Culver (Univ)
Orpheum — Huckleberry Finn (M-G-M)
State — Little Princess (20th-Fox)
World — Pygmalion
(M-G-M),
5th wk

90
100
90
100
85
95

HAVEN

College — Fast and Loose (M-G-M);
Tarnished
Angel
(RKO)
120
Loew-Poli — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M) ; Four
Girls in White (M-G-M)
95
Paramount —
. . . one third of a nation . . .
(Para); Charlie Chan in Honolulu (20thFox)
100

NEW

125
100
75
100
100

80
ioo
55
100

185
140
130

90
100
100
95
Up
80
100

90

YORK

80
80
80
100
.

.

.
100
100
75

CITY

Astor — Pygmalion
(M-G-M)
17th wk
Criterion — Bulldog Drummond’s
Secret
Police (Para)
Globe — Let Us Live (Col)
Paramount — I’m From Missouri (Para), 2d
plus stage show
Radio City Music Hall — Story of Vernon
Irene Castle (RKO), plus stage show

Alvin — AVinner Take All (20th-Fox); Mysterious Miss X (Rep), 6 days
Barry — Homicide Bureau (Col); Pride of the
Navy (Rep)
Fulton — Little Princess (20th-Fox), 4 days,
3rd wk
Penn — The Beachcomber
(Para)
Senator — The Eagle and the Hawk
(Para),
reissue; The Mystery of Mr. Wong
(Mono)..
Stanley — Cafe Society (Para); Janis Williams
all-girl band
Warner —
. . . one third of a nation . . .
(Para);

Boy

Trouble

(Para)

PORTLAND,

55
70
50
90
45
65
65

ORE.

Broadway — East Side of Heaven
(Univ);
Spirit of Culver (Univ)
Mayfair — Pygmalion
(M-G-M), 4th wk
Orpheum — I’m From
Missouri (Para);
Ambush
(Para)
Paramount — Dodge City (WB) ; The Flying;
Irishman
(RKO)
United Artists — Three Smart Girls Grow Up
(Univ); Risky Business (Univ)

130
100
90
140
150

PROVIDENCE
Albee — Spirit of Culver (Univ) ; Society
Smugglers
(Univ)
Carlton — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M);
Blondie
Meets the Boss (Col), 2nd wk
Fays — Mystery of Mr. Wong
(Mono), plus
stage show
Majestic — Hound
of Baskervilles (20th-Fox);
Risky Business (Univ)
State — Fast and Boose (M-G-M) ; Mystery
Plane (Col)
Strand — Eagle and the Hawk
(Para), reissue;
Uttle Orphan Annie (Para)

60
35
18 0
100
100
100

;

ORLEANS

Center — Ambush
(Para)
Globe — Jesse James
(20th-Fox)
Liberty — Lady and the Mob
(Col)
Orpheum — Blackwell’s Island (FN)
Saenger —
. . . one third of a nation
(Para)
State — Fast and Loose (M-G-M)
Tudor — Oklahoma
Kid (WB)

NEW
Three

Downtown — Blackwell’s Island (FN); My
Wife’s Relatives (Rep)
Four Star — The Lady Vanishes (GB)
Hillstreet — Love Affair (RKO),
3rd wk. ;
Spirit of Culver (ITniv)
Hollywood — Same
as Downtown

BOXOFFICE

100

Roger Sherman — Blackwell’s Island (FN)
Fisherman’s Wharf
(RKO), 6% days

Esquire — Pygmalion
(M-G-M),
4th wk
Midland — Fast and Loose (M-G-M);
Four
Girls in White
(M-G-M)
Newman — Never Say Die (Para); The Eagle
and the Hawk
(Para), reissue

LOS

115

CITY

Chinese— Tail Spin (20th-Fox);
Musketeers (20th-Fox)

Pantages — Same
as Hillstreet
Paramount — Midnight (Para), 2nd
stage show
State — Same
as Chinese

NEW

Alamo — Mexicali Rose (Rep)
Circle — Winner Take All (20th-Fox)
Indiana — Midnight
(Para)

85
100
75

PITTSBURGH

105
110

95
the

Angeles.

Fox);

18

(20th-

Off

Aldine — Midnight
(Para), 2nd wk
100
Boyd — Hound of the Baskervilles (20th-Fox).. 90
Earle — Stagecoach
(UA)
100
F'ox — I’m From
Missouri (Para), plus Joe

70
80

100

Friend

135

DALLAS
Capitol — Peek's Bad
(RKO),
1st half

and

(Univ) ;

Brandeis — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO)
Omaha — 'Midnight (Para); AY Oman
Doctor
(Rep)
Orpheum — Little Princess (20th-Fox); Boy
Trouble (Para)

and Irene

York

CITY

PHILADELPHIA

8th

Allen — "Love Affair (RKO), 2nd wk
170
City — If War
Comes
(SR)
75
Hippodrome — Tittle Princess (20th-Fox)
90
Palace — You Can't Cheat an Honest Man
(Univ). Stage: Tony Martin and vaudeville .. 125

(Univ),

OMAHA

140

120

CLEVELAND

Up

Record (WB),
4 days ’
Liberty — Boy Trouble (Para); Mr. Moto in
Danger
Island (20th-Fox), 3 days
Midwest — Song of the Plains (M-G-M)
Plaza — Yes, My
Darling Daughter (FN),
moveover
from Criterion
State— Little Pal (Mono) ; Billy the Kid
Returns (Rep)
Tower — Dramatic School (M-G-M), 3 days
Tower — Fast and Loose (M-G-M), 4 days

Affair — Cleveland

130

(RKO)

Grow

115

Criterion — AVife, Husband
Fox)
Liberty — Strange Faces

185

(2nd wk.)

120

(20th-

Girls

OKLAHOMA

120

Keith’s — Spirit of Culver (Univ)
Palace — Wife, Husband
and Friend
Fox), held
Shubert— Great

Story of Vernon
Castle — Omaha

Midnight

CINCINNATI

Grand — Love

Top Hits oi the Week

Love
85

Smart

Roxy — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell (20thFox), plus stage show
125
Strand — You Can’t Get Away
With Murder
(WB), 2nd wk., plus stage show
60

90

CHICAGO
8th wk
Friend

Rivoli — Three
3rd wk

110

Carolina — Tittle Princess (20th-Fox), 1st half.. 105
Carolina — Stagecoach (UA), 2nd half
105
Imperial — Beachcomber
(Para), 1st half
100
Imperial — Paris Honeymoon
(Para), 2nd half. 105
State — Sunset Trail (Para)
110

Apollo — Pygmalion
(M-G-M),
Chicago — Wife, Husband
and
Fox), plus stage show

IS 100%

100
75
120
wk.
100
and
135

SALT

LAKE

CITY

Centre- -Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ) ... 95
Paramount — I’m From Missouri (Para)
95
Studio — Midnight (Para), 2nd wk
95
Utah — Hound
of the Baskervilles (20th-Fox);
Next Time I Marry (RKO)
105
Victory — Mystery Plane (Mono) ; Red River
Range
(Rep)
100

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — Midnight (Para) ; Illegal Traffic
(Para)
Fifth Ave. — Uove Affair (RKO);
Great
Man
Votes (RKO),
2nd wk
Music Box — Pygmalion (M-G-M), 5th wk
Orpheum — I’m From Missouri (Para); Pacific
Diner (RKO)'
Palomar— -Newsboys’ Home
(Univ); Dast Express (Univ), plus stage show.....
Paramount — Three Smart
Girls Grow
Up
(Univ) ; Society Smugglers
(Univ)

90
90
85
90
90
110

119

"The £xhi(ritot 4fai
A

ALGIERS

An

(UA)

An excellent picture. Superb acting, but
will fail at the B. O. in most small towns.
Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 1,500. Capacity: 425. — B. Palmer,
Oncrrgo Theatre, Onargo, 111.

ANGELS

WITH

DIRTY

FACES

James Cagney sure made
this one. The show did a

open forum for exhibitor comment. Please address communications
and requests for report blanks to THE
EXHIBITOR
HAS HIS SAY, BoxMo.
office, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City,

(FN)

a comeback in
swell business.

Played

30-15-10. Small town patronage. Population:
900. Capacity: 130. — E. J. Kleinsasser, Met
Theatre, Freeman, S. D.

February 19-20. Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-10. Neighborhood patronage.
Population: 200. — J. Budjnoski, Buttonwood
Theatre, Buttonwood, Pa.

DRAMATIC

ARIZONA

No good for us. Too highbrow. Most of
the women liked it fairly well, but the men

LEGION

A western

(RKO)

that did not do enough

business

to pay rental. George O'Brien is slipping
very fast. Played February 24-25. Weather:
Cold. Admission: 25-10. General patronage.
Population: 1,500. Capacity: 200. — Martin Renner, Pastime Theatre, La Porte City, Iowa.

B
BOY

OF THE

STREETS

(Mono)

Average program, no star value. Played
February 24-25. Weather: Bad. Admission:
15-10. General patronage. Population: 2,000.
Capacity: 300. — Glenn Neeley, Empress Theatre, Arma, Kas.

BREAKING

RAT

(FN)

This is one of the best college pictures we
have shown and cast is excellent. Pleased
everyone. Did well in spite of bad weather.
Play it. Played February 19-20. Admission:
25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,100.
Capacity: 250. — L. A. Howsley, Texan Theatre, Throckmorton, Tex.

BROTHER

RAT

(FN)

The hit of the season. "Misto" stole the
show. Drew good. Played January 28-30.
Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. General
patronage. Population: 1,400. Capacity: 500.
■— R. L. Hall, Aztec Theatre, Van Alstyne, Tex.

c
CHARLIE

CHAN

IN HONOLULU

(20th-Fox)

Fair picture which failed to draw. They
know Warner Oland is dead. Played February 6-7. Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10.
Rural patronage. — E. M. Freiburger, Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

CITADEL,

THE (M-G-M)

Good, although can't see where the New
York critics get the idea it is best picture of
1938. I sold the picture on their idea to good
business. Played January 20. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 2,500. Capacity: 350. — H. S. Johnson, Pal Theatre, Millen, Ga.

CITY STREETS
A dandy

(Col)

little picture. Too bad

more

peo-

ple don’t get to see these. A human story
with plenty of pathos and smiles, too. Leo unexcelled. Played January 25-26. Weather:
Foggy. Admission: 25-10. County patronage.
Population: 1,000. — W. H. Herbert, Hi-Way
Theatre, Sheridan, Ore.

D
DOUBLE

OR NOTHING

(Para)

A real refreshing variety of entertainment
in this one, the kind that makes them come
back to your boxoffice again. Admission.

120

(M-G-M)

said “No." Rainer gets a little hard to take
at times, and some of the fans asked who in
the world it was that played opposite her.
Played February 19-20. Weather: Good. Admission: 30-10. -Small town patronage. Population: 1,700. Capacity: 300. — S. L. George,
Mountain Home Theatre, Mountain Home,
Idaho.

DRAMATIC

SCHOOL

(M-G-M)

Just fair. Acting good. Appeal very limited.
Played February 15-16. Weather: Good. Admission: 35. Local patronage. Population:
2,800. Capacity: 650. — M. W. Mattecheck, Lark
Theatre, McMinnville, Ore.

THE ICE (RKO)

This is a honey, for my part Irene Dare almost stole the show, enjoyed by all who
saw it. Played February 3-4-5. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 25-10. Small town, rural patronage. Population: 400. Capacity: 300. — Mrs.
Carl Beard, State Theatre, Lewellen, Neb.

BROTHER

SCHOOL

F
FIVE OF A KIND (20th-Fox)
Well received. Patrons always like Quints.
Are anxious to see growth. Good story, too,
and supporting cast. Played January 22-24.
Weather: Foggy. Admission: 25-10. County
patronage. Population: 1,000. — W. H. Herbert,
Hi-Way Theatre, Sheridan, Ore.

FLYING

G-MEN

(Col)

A good serial with a number of good tieups that are well worth the time you spend
on them. Our audiences seem to enjoy this
serial very much. If you play serials, try this
one. Played March 4. Weather: Rain. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population:
26,000. Capacity: 1,000. — Pearce Parkhurst,
State Theatre, Torrington, Conn.

FOUR

DAUGHTERS

(FN)

A very fine picture that needs plenty of
selling to get them in — but will please. Business below par due probably to the blizzard.
Played January 22-23. Weather: Blizzard. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. — C. W. Ritenour, Majestic Theatre, Milford, 111.

G
GARDEN

OF THE

MOON

(WB)

Nice comedy, nice music, but nobody
wanted to see it. Played February 1-2.
Weather: Good. Admission: 35-10. General
patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 400.
111.Earle Williams, Tivoli Theatre, Knoxville,
—

GIRL DOWNSTAIRS

(M-G-M)

Fair. Just a picture with 50-50 appeal.
Played February 22-23. Weather: Good. Admission: 35. Local patronage. Population:
2,800. Capacity: 650. — M. W. Mattecheck, Lark
Theatre, McMinnville, Ore.

HIS EXCITING

HEART

OF THE NORTH

(FN)

Very good action picture. The people
come to see Foran as they like his westerns.
Photography in this is great. Lots of action,
everything a person needs. Played February
26-28. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,500. Capacity:
200. — Martin Renner, Pastime Theatre, La
Porte City, Iowa.

(Univ)

and walkouts on this one. Can't honestly
recommend this picture as being good.
Played March 2-3. Weather: Fair. Admission:
25-10. General patronage. Population: 26,000.
Capacity: 1,000. — Pearce Parkhurst, State
Theatre, Torrington, Conn.

HOLD

THAT

One

CO-ED

(20th-Fox)

of the best comedy

pictures. Played

on New Year's Eve midnight show to a full
house. Everyone pleased. Joan Davis was hit
of the show. Weather: Good. Admission:
25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,100.
Capacity: 250. — L. A. Howsley, Texan Theatre, Throckmorton, Tex.

HOME

ON THE RANGE

(Rep)

Another good Autry and Smiley Burnette
house packer. Played February 24-25.
Weather: Rain. Admission: 25-10. Small town
patronage. Capacity: 250. — Don Landers,
Radio Theatre, Harrisburg, Ark.

I
I AM

THE LAW

(Col)

Great show but failed to draw at the B. O.
Had a severe storm which kept them from
coming out. Played February 19-20. Weather:
Storm and cold. Admission: 15-10. General
patronage. Population: 15,700. Capacity: 400.
— Edelstein Amusement Co., Homer Theatre,
Hibbing, Minn.

I AM

THE LAW

Real good

(Col)

picture that did fair business.

They don't go for gangster pictures here.
Played February 10-11-12. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. Small town, rural patronage.
Population: 400. Capacity: 300. — Mrs. Carl
Beard, State Theatre, Lewellen, Neb.

IDIOT'S DELIGHT

(M-G-M)

People came, but opinion was divided as
to the merit of the production. Played February 18. Weather: Fair. Admission: 35-30. University patronage. Population: 500. Capacity:
200. — H. A. Griswold, Union Theatre, Sewanee, Tenn.

IF I WERE
It may

KING

(Para)

be a big picture but definitely NO

BUSINESS.
Good
acting,
but but
that’s
not what
pulls
them in.
It lost
money,
I personally
enjoyed the picture. Played February 9-10.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small town
patronage.- — J. Foster Bailey, New Theatre,
Coffeeville, Miss.

ILLEGAL

TRAFFIC

(Para)

Plot good, acting poor. Audience reaction
fair. No drawing power. Played February
21-22. Weather: Icy. Admission: 25-15-10.
Small town patronage. Pooulation: 2,000.
Capacity: 570. — H. Workman, Shakopee Theatre, Shakopee, Minn.

J
JESSE JAMES
A

H

NIGHT

Unusual to say the least. In fact a little
bit too unusual. My patrons thought this picture a bit too silly and lacking a real good
plot. Sorry to say we had a few complaints

boxoffice

(20th-Fox)
natural. Pleased

all, so

step

on it. Played March 2-3. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 200. — Jack Wright,
Strand Theatre, Bastrop, Tex.

K
KENTUCKY

(20th-Fox)

Excellent. Walter Brennan marvelous,.
Color very good. Boxoffice fair. Story and
acting excellent. Played February 23-24.

BOXOFFICE

:: April 15, 1939

Weather: Icy. Admission: 25-15-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity:
570. — H. Workman, Shakopee Theatre, Shakopee, Minn.

KENTUCKY

(20th-Fox)

Fine picture, good for small town patronage. Played March 5-6-7. Weather: Rain.
Neighborhood patronage. Population: 3,048.
Capacity: 250. — E. L. Hahn jr., Brad Theatre,
Bradford, 111.

L
LITTLE TOUGH

GUY

(Univ)

GUYS

IN SOCIETY

(Univ)

This subject has a few "dizzy" spots in it
but it drew normal Sunday-Monday business
for us and seemed to please — particularly
the kids. Anyway it departs from the "slaphappy" type of society comedies now so
prevalent. Played March 19-20. Weather:
Fair. Admission: 20-15-10. Family patronage. Population: 63,000. Capacity: 800. — J. B. Stine, Garfield Theatre, Terre Haute, Ind.

M
MAYERLING

(Pax)

Heavy entertainment but quality goods.
While it appealed to only a third of the usual
audience, that third supported it en masse.
Close tieup with our college proved lucrative.
Business was way over average mid-week
business. Played March 1. Weather: Warm
and clear. Admission: 40-30-10. General
patronage. Population: 3,800. Capacity: 562.
— Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre,
Williamsburg, Va.

MELODY

OF THE PLAINS

(Spectrum)

A very satisfactory outdoor musical, plenty
thrills, good comedy. If you play westerns,
be sure and try Fred Scott. Admission: 3015-10. Small town patronage. Population: 900.
Capacity: 130.— E. J. Kleinsass.er, Met Theatre, Freeman, S. D.

MYSTERIOUS

MR. MOTO

(20th-Fox)

Not so hot. Don't believe this series would
ever be good enough to stand up alone.
Played February 22-23. Weather: Cold. Admission: 30-25-20-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 800. Capacity: 450. Horn & Morgan, Star Theatre, Hay Springs, Neb.

P
PARIS HONEYMOON

(Para)

About 90 per cent average at boxoffice. Picture lacks the spirit it needs to carry it over
to audience. Bing either didn't enjoy making the picture or had his mind on his horses.
Francisca Gaal stands out — proper handling
of this, rrirl will place her in top rank at boxoffice. Admission: 40-10. Cosmopolitan patronage. Population: 527. — E. A. Stein, Wickenburg Theatre, Wickenburg, Ariz.

PECK'S BAD BOY

WITH

THE CIRCUS

(RKO)

A swell show to run on Saturday for the
kids, or the weak end of a double. Liked by
old and young. Played to a cash day audience. Plaved February 21. Weather: Fair. Admission: 35-25 General patronage. Population: 3,400. Capacity: 450. — Scott Roberts,
Comique Theatre, Camden, Me.

R
REFORMATORY

(Col)

Good programmer that everyone enjoyed.
Best Jack Holt this year. Played March 5-7.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-10. Population:
169,000. Capacity: 400. — Alice Cornell, Galewood Theatre, Grand Rapids, Mich.

RIDE A CROOKED

MILE (Para)

Swell entertainment. Business below average, but no fault of picture. Pleased all who
came. If you can get them in, the picture
will do the rest. Story and acting very good.
Played February 2-3. Weather: Fair. Admisr

BOXOFFICE

ROAD

DEMON

(20th-Fox)

Just another picture, dealing this time with
automobile racing, but unfortunately people
here do not come to see just another picture.
Played March 2. Weather: Clear. Admission:
30c top. Neighborhood patronage. Population: 2,000,000. Capacity: 800. — Frank Glenn,
Renel Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

s

Excellent business for mid-week. A swell
small town program. Played February 8-9
Weather: Cool. Admission: 15-10. General
patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 300.
— Glenn Neeley, Empress Theatre, Arma,
Kas.

LITTLE TOUGH

sion: 25-10. General patronage. Population:
1,200. Capacity: 450. — Arthur E. Phifield, Park
Theatre, South Berwick, Me.

: : April 15, 1939

SING. YOU

SINNERS

(Para)

Very good. Played November 1-2, 1938. Admission: 20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. — C. Kelley, Rex
Theatre, Custer City, Okla.

SMASHING

THE

SPY RING

(Col)

Fine melodrama that pleased a better than
average Saturday audience. Plenty of action and a plausible story kept the patrons
on edge. Played February 11. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,200. Capacity: 450. — Arthur E. Phifield,
Park Theatre, South Berwick, Me.

SPRING

MADNESS

(M-G-M)

We defy anyone to find five sweeter young
girls than can be found in this picture. We
refer to Maureen O'Sullivan, Ruth Hussey,
Ann Morriss, Joyce Compton and Jacqueline
Wells. And that boy Burgess Meredith is no
slouch. Played February 24-25. Weather: Fair
Admission: 30-25-20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 800. Capacity: 450. Horn &
Morgan, Star Theatre, Hay Springs, Neb.

STAND

UP AND

FIGHT

OVER

BENGAL

CASE

(Rep)

OF DR. MEADE

(Col)

Jack Holt usually brings them in, but this
feature had the lowest gross since last Lent.
The title didn't appeal to very many. Played
February 22-23. Weather: Fair. Admission:
25-10. Rural and small town patronage. —
Harold C. Allison, White Cloud Theatre,
White Cloud, Mich.

STRANGE

FACES

(Univ)

Very good comedy that pleased — and to
nice business. Will take care of one end
of any double bill. Played January 10-11.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-15-10. General
patronage. Population: 63,000. — J. B. Stine,
Garfield Theatre, Terre Haute, Ind.

SUBMARINE

PATROL

(20th-Fox)

A sure-fire hit. Title — not stars — sold it.
My community wants more of this, type.
Played February 9-11. Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 800. — E. A. Patton, Roxy Theatre, Huntington, Ark.

SUBMARINE

PATROL

(20th-Fox)

Looked for two big nights but was I mistaken or not? I'll say so! Didn't pay film
rental. The reason — no names. Played February 25-26. Weather: Good. Admission:. 25-10.
General patronage. Population: 1,400. Capacity: 500.'— R. L. Hall, Aztec Theatre, Van
Alstyne, Tex.

SWEETHEARTS

Camden,

FOR THE MEMORY

This team

becoming

(Para)

more

popular.

Nice

picture. Played February 12-13. Weather:
Clear. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 1,100. Capacity: 230. — A. B.
Jefferis, Piedmont Theatre, Piedmont, Mo.

THAT

CERTAIN

AGE

(Univ)

Deanna Durbin's build-up at our boxoffice
seems slow for some reason. This is an "A"
picture and pleased, but failed to quite reach
average Sunday-Monday business,. Played
February 12-13. Weather: Fair. Admission:
20-15-10. General patronage. Population:
63,000. — J. B. Stine, Garfield Theatre, Terre
Haute, Ind.

THEY

MADE

ME

A CRIMINAL

(WB)

Good

action picture which did fair business. Pleased. Played February 15-16.
Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10. Rural
patronage. — E. M. Freiburger, Paramount
Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

THREE

MUSKETEERS

(20th-Fox)

A good idea for an amusing picture, but it
stalled too often to be good fun. My patrons
resented the famous old story being hacked
to shreds and stayed away to keep it from
being ruined for them. Business hit the average mark. Played March 2. Weather: Warm
and fair. Admission: 40-30-10. General patronage. Population: 3,800. Capacity: 562.— Tom
McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

u

Can't give this a very high rating. Just a
picture which means nothing. Played January 17-18. Admission: 20-10. Small town
patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. — C. Kelley, Rex Theatre, Custer City, Okla.

STRANGE

Theatre,

T
THANKS

(M-G-M)

A
swell picture. Just another M-G-M
socko. Worst blizzard of year hit on Sunday. Played March 5-6-7. Weather: Blizzard.
Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 1,600. Capacity: 300.- — L. Z. Henry, Stuart
Theatre, Stuart, la.

STORM

Me.
— Scott Roberts, Comique

(M-G-M)

When people come to see a show for the
second and third time it means just one
thing. The color was good, all except Frank
Morgan's hair, which had gold threads,
among the silver. Played February 19-20.
Weather: OK. Admission: 35-25. General
patronage. Population: 3,400. Capacity: 450.

UP THE
Fine

RIVER

(20th-Fox)

little show.

Good

entertainment

for

small town patrons. Played February 22-23.
Weather: Rain. Admission: 25-10. Capacity:
250. — Don Landers, Radio Theatre, Harrisburg, Ark.

V
VACATION

FROM

LOVE

(M-G-M)

Fair program picture, no draw. Paid too
much money for same. Played February 2223. Weather: Cool. Admission: 25-15-10. General patronage. Population: 1,700. Capacity:
300.
— Lester
Meyer, Strand Theatre, Chillicothe,
Tex.

Y
YOU

CAN'T TAKE

IT WITH

YOU

(Col)

Lot of good comments, business, bad. Picture played too old. Played February 19-2021. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-15-10. General patronage. Population: 1,700. Capacity:
300 — Lester Meyer, Strand Theatre, Chillicothe, Tex.

YOUNG

DR. KILDARE

(M-G-M)

A good start for a series. Hope the future
ones are as good. Boost it. Played December 29-30, 1939. Weather: Fair. Admission:
25-10. Small town patronage. Population:
2,500.tre,Capacity:
Millen, Ga. 350. — H. S. Johnson, Pal Thea-

YOUNG

DR. KILDARE

(M-G-M)

Another type series from Metro that should
prove a winner. A natural for small towns.
Played February 22-23. Weather: Good. Admission: 10 and two for 35 cents. General
patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 400.
— Earle Williams, Tivoli Theatre, Knoxville,
111.

z
ZAZA

(Para)

Here's a real palooka. Don't show it if you
haven't already. Even the women didn't like
it and I would hate to report what the men
said. A picture like this hurts. Business below
average. Played February 26-27. Weather:
Good. Admission: 30-10. Small town patronage. Population: 1,700. Capacity: 300.- — S. L.
George, Mountain Home Theatre, Mountain
Home, Ida.

121

SeLllina

PRACTICAL

IDEAS

BY

PRACTICAL

SHOWMEN

French Motif for

Trains Personnel

"Snow White"

To Exploit Film

New

York — When

the

French

Salt Lake City — Manager Norman
Sprowl of the Utah Theatre here is conducting a series of weekly sales and advertising meetings with his personnel. After

version

of “Snow White” opened at the Waldorf
here, the front and lobby were completely
redecorated to represent a French theatre.
The public is given a brief idea of how
a Walt Disney film is made by a continuous moving display of sliding panels,
30x40, on one part of the theatre front.
On the other side is a display of original
and detailed line sketches created by the
Disney artists which were a basic guide
to the animators

in the creation

the meetings, the boys are put “on their
own” in exploiting the pictures to be shown.
Fine results have followed the plan.
In “Topper Takes a Trip,” which opened
at the Utah April 14, each usher had an
assignment to put into practice what was
learned at a meeting.
A show

case was put in the lobby containing articles supposedly lost through
people in the audience laughing so hard at
the picture. Displayed were such articles
as false teeth and pieces of clothing.

of “Snow

White.”
There
original

is a lobby display consisting of
French art created by Parisian

designers

and used for display and advertising purposes at the Marignon Theatre

A Philco radio Mystery Control tieup
was arranged for the lobby. Travel window
tieups also were made.

in Paris, where “Blanche Neige et les Sept
Nains,” had a long run.
Covering the entire top of the marquee

Sprowl thinks the greatest waste in the
business results from lack of confidence
in the ability of employes; he, therefore,
is training his staff and preparing them

is a reproduction of “Snow White’s” castle
with huge papier mache heads of the princess and the dwarfs cavorting around. The
songs in French are played over a special
sound apparatus.
Arrangements have been made with the
French Line to carry posters. Special study
guides have been printed and distributed
to French students. The version has been
endorsed by the United
the Hays office.

Parents’

to become

“The

flown

of “David Copperfield,” Alfred Simon,
manager of the Inwood, Forest Hills, L. I.,
visited the public and high schools in the
vicinity and presented the principals with
courtesy passes to be distributed among
honor students.

film's playdate at the Lyceum. In the
clouds ( note arrow) , 500 feet above the

number

drawing

stimulated

bill.

ing passes good

for the

following

week’s

Russian Film Break
New York — Here is an achievement of
which Ben Radin, publicity director of the
Cameo, is certainly proud. Life magazine
devoted a two-page spread to “Alexander
Nevsky,” which is now at the theatre for
an extended run. Radin planted the stills
for the first break ever accorded a Russian
picture by the magazine.
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three

banner,

days

is a

stunt arranged

in advance

kite, part

of the

by Barnes

Perdue.

low, a relatively actionless
play used over the O. K.
Texas.

Easily

for shipment
it was

dismantled
and

of the

same
Be-

stills discircuit in

and

packed

use at other points,

fashioned by E. M. Berg, connected with O. K. in Monahans, Tex.

in-

terest in “Newsboys’ Home.” Coupons were
passed out to school children after classes
and to patrons. The drawing was held on
the day of the show with winners receiv-

of the Baskervilles”

New York — A special screening of "Midnight,” which was held at the Paramount
for taxi drivers at 1:45 a. m„ proved so
that Manager

Bob

also will
“boys.”

Weitman

Mailed
Castles
"
New York on
— A "school
and group
sion guide, profusely

discusillustrated, has been

prepared for “The Story of Vernon and
Irene Castle.” The booklet, which has been
forwarded to exhibitors, circuit officials,
house managers, better film councils and
similar organizations, was written by a
former exhibitor, Harold Turney, now
chairman of the department of drama at
the Los Angeles City College. The guide
features articles that are of interest to
the average theatregoer as well as student.

Jitterbug Contests Prove
Successful at Utica

Screening
" Midnight "
Draws Taxi on
Drivers

successful

of Sprowl’s

Group Discussion Guide

A 10x20 -foot banner ( cut above), 50
feet above a Clovis, N. M., hotel, was

" David
Copperlield"
New York — For the return engagement

A lucky

Hound

get the fullest attention

Both lor " Stagecoach " —

The stunt was tried with a slight variation at the libraries. Passes were given to
the head librarians to distribute to the
lucky persons who had borrowed the book
out at that time.

managers.

boys who worked on special assignments for the “Topper” sequel were Chick
Faddis, Ed Kilpack, and Paul Johnson.

Ass’n and

School , Library Stunt lor

A-l

The

re-

ports he couldn’t find a cab in the Times
Square sector when he departed for home.
More than 4,000 admissions were handed out exclusively to members of the Transport Workers’ Union, Taxi Division. The
time of the show was also a break for the
night shift. Approval was registered at
the slant in the picture which placed the
hackie in a more human light.

Utica, N. Y. — Swing is here to stay, says
George Seed, manager of the Colonial, who
has been running a jitterbug contest for
the past 20 weeks with success. Encouraged
by the response, the management has hired
Harmon La Due and his nine-piece orchestra, and is now holding a combination jitterbug and amateur contest.
The event is staged on Friday nights
with each session dedicated to a different
high school or college. Heralds are passed
out

to the students and competition created. Manager Seed act as the master of
ceremonies. The program has proved to be
a successful boxoffice tonic, he reports.
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Columbia
Adventure
Drama.

in the
French

robbers

Sahara. .9038. . (57)
Foreign Legionnaires

Nov. 16
turn on a

cruel

leader, forcing- his withdrawal by authorities. Paul Kelly, C. Henry Gordon, Lorna Gray.
Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Blondie. .9011. . (78)
Nov. 30
Comedy.
Based on the Chic Young comic strip.
Protecting his job, Dagwood
gets Into a marital
mixup
seeking a
contract. Penny
Singleton,
Arthur Lake, Larry Simms.
Director: Frank
R. Strayer.
Blondie

Meets

the

Boss.

.9009.

. (70)

Mar.

8

Comedy.
Sequel to “Blondie,” in which Dagwood, cheated out of a vacation, resigns, but
finds himself doing housework
when
Blondie,
who tries to get him his job back, wind3 up by
taking the job herself. Penny Singleton, Arthur
Lake, Larry Simms.
Director: Frank Strayer.
California Frontier. .8206. . (67) .......... .Dec. 16
Western. Jones thwarts a gang who steal the
land of Spaniards during the California gold
rush days. Buck Jones, Carmen
Bailey. Director: Elmer Clifton.
Crime Takes a Holiday . .9021. . (61)
Melodrama, A prosecuting attorney uses a
as bait to catch a mob
racketeer, the
almost
First

losing his life. Jack Holt,
ston. Director: Lewis D. Collins.

Offenders.

.9030.

Oct. 5
friend
friend

Marcia

. (61)

Ral-

Apr.

12

Drama.
An attorney, concerned with the problem of rehabilitating wayward
youngsters, gives
up his job to carry out his idea. Walter Abel.
Beverly Roberts, Iris Meredith. Director: Frank
McDonald.
Flight to Fame
(formerly Wings of Doom)
9026.. (57)
Oct. 12
Action Drama. An electronic death-ray for war
planes gets Into the wrong
hands
and
the
demonstration fails, but the party responsible
for the tampering is caught. Charles Farrell,
Jacqueline Wells. Director: C. C. Coleman.
Frontiers of '49 (formerly California
Cavalcade).. 9212.. (64)
Jan. 19
Western. An army major is sent to investigate
the activities of a gang of crooks exploiting
land owners, the trouble starting when
Southern California came under U. S. rule. Bill Elliott, Luana Alcaniz, Charles King. Director:
Joseph Levering.
Girls’ School . . 8012 . . (73)
Sept. 30
Drama. A succession of events following the expulsion from school of a girl for an al! night
escapade. Anne
Shirley, Ralph Bellamy, Nan
Grey. Director: John Brahm.
Homicide
Drama.

Bureau. .9035. . (69)
An expose of the Junk

in which the head of
involved. Bruce Cabot,
tor: C. C. Coleman jr.

Dealers

Jan. 6
Racket,

the Citizen’s League Is
Rita Hayworth.
Direc-

Juvenile Court .. 8026 ..( 61 )
....Sept. 15
Melodrama. A gang of east side roughnecks are
finally influenced to join a club organized to
help the boys overcome their environment. Paul
Kelly, Rita Hayworth, Frankie Darro and His
Gang.
Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Lady ami the Mob, The. .9013. . (65)
Apr. 3
Comedy.
A
dainty, old lady bank owner sets
out to rid the town of racketeers preying on
dry cleaners. Fay Bainter, Ida Lupino, Henry
Armetta. Director: Ben Stoloff.
Law of the Texan. .8285. . (67)
Oct. 24
Western. A Texas Ranger, assigned to stop a
crew of border thieves, pretends to get fired for
insubordination and
heads across the border
where he joins the outlaw band, and captures
the leader. Buck
Jones, Dorothy Fay, Kenneth Harlan. Director: Elmer Clifton.
Let Us Live. .9007. . (69)
Feb. 28
Drama.
A girl with a dauntless spirit battles
to save her lover who was convicted unjustly.
Maureen
O’Sullivan,
lamy, Alan Baxter.

Henry Fonda,
Director: John

Ralph
Brahm.

Bel-

Little Adventuress (formerly Thoroughbred)
9020.. (62)
Oct. 24
Action Drama.
Wonder
Horse Is entered In a
race after the owners pawn all their possessions
to raise the necessary entry fee. Edith rides
the horse and wins. Edith Fellows, Jacqueline
Wells, Cliff Edwards.
Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Lone Star
Western.

Pioneers. .9213. . (56) ....
A U. S. Marshal joins a gang
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to

locate

the

rounding up the whole
thy Gulliver. Director:
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Mar. 16
of train-

leader,

and

Lone Wolf Spy Hunt (formerly
Daughter) . .9014. . (67)
Melodrama.
The Lone Wolf,

Lone

Wolf's

forced

international espionage ring in
aircraft gun plans, escapes and
round

succeeds

gang. Bill Elliott,
Joseph Levering.

to

in

Doro-

Jan. 27
aid an

My Son Is a Criminal. .9029. . (59)
Feb. 22
Action Drama.
A
retired police chief is unaware of his son’s criminal activities, but is
brought face to face with the tragedy when the
police net closes in. Alan Baxter, Jacqueline
Gordon
man, jr.

Oliver.

Director:

C.

C.

Cole-

North of Shanghai. .9038. . (59)
Feb. 10
Action Drama.
A woman
reporter falls in love
with a
hard-boiled cameraman,
and together
they

track down
a spy ring while on assignments in China. James
Craig, Betty Furness.
Director: D. Ross Lederman.

North

of the Yukon (formerly Mounted Police).. 9205 .. (64)
Mar. 30
Action Drama.
Suspended for failing to capture a suspect, a Mountie does some undercover
work of his own and gets involved in a murder,

a kidnapping and a fur-raiding band. Charles
Starrett, Linda Winters, Bob Nolan. Director:
Sam Nelson.
Rio

Grande.

.9202. . (57)

Dec

8

Western
The hero helps the girl find her brother’s killer, and saves the cattle from being stolen.
Charles Starrett, Ann
Doran.
Director: Sam
Nelson.
Romance
of the Redwoods ..(..)
Mar. 30
Outdoor Drama.
Two
log cutters, working at
the same machine, are in love with the same
girl. One of them is accidentally killed when
the machine jams and the other, suspected of
jealousy, is accused
ford, Jean Parker,
Charles Vidor.

First National

stealing antihelps the law

up the gang. Warren
William, Ida Lupino, Rita Hayworth.
Director: Peter Godfrey.

Wells,

a
millionaire’s son. whose parents disapprove,
but grandfather breaks down the barriers. Jean
Arthur. James
Stewart, Lionel Barrymore. Director: Frank Capra.

of murder.
Charles BickGordon
Oliver. Director:

Smashing the Spy Ring. .9015. . (63)
Dec. 29
Melodrama.
An
F.B.I. man
impersonates an
inventor of a gas formula to smash a powerful
spy ring. Ralph
Bellamy, Fay Wray,
Regis
Toomey.
Director: Christy Cabanne.
Strange Case of Dr. Meade, The (formerly
Outside the Law) . .9022. . (66)
Dec. 15
Drama.
A
crusading surgeon fights prejudice
and ignorance to implant modern
medical aids
in a mountaineer community.
Jack Holt, Beverly Roberts, Noah
Beery Jr. Director: Lewis
D. Collins.
Terror of Tiny Town. .9050. . (63)
Dec. 1
Comedy
Melodrama.
Ranch owners blame each
other for cattle rustling, but a third party turns
out to be responsible. Billy Curtis, Yvonne
Moray. Director: Sam
Newfteld.
Texas
Stampede. .9204. . (57)
Feb. 9
Western. A sheriff risks his life trying to make
peace between the sheep raisers and cowmen
of his town.
Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith.
Director: Sam
Nelson.
There’s That Woman
Again. .9006. . (70) .. .Dec. 24
Comedy
Mystery. A sequel to "There's Always
a Woman,”
in which a husband-wife detective
team solves a series of baffling jewel robberies.
Melvyn
Douglas, Virginia Bruce.
Director:
Alexander Hall.
Thundering West. .9203. . (57)
Jan. 12
Western.
A former member
of an outlaw gang
is appointed sheriff. He captures his own gang
and becomes an honest citizen. Charles Starrett, Hank Bell. Director: Sam Nelson.
West of the Santa Fe. .9201. . (57)
Oct. 3
Western. A
young cowboy
exposes a
crooked
cattle dealer who
turns out to be his own
father. Charles Starrett. Director: Sam Nelson,
queline Wells. Director: C. C. Coleman
jr.
Whispering
Enemies. .9023. . (63)
Mar. 24
Action Drama.
A
cosmetic manufacturer
is
forced into bankruptcy when
a
rival concern
launches a
whispering campaign
against his
product. He retaliates in a manner
that gets
him in trouble with the law. Jack Holt, Dolores
Costello. Director: Lewis D. Collins.
You Can’t Take It With You. .9101
(127) Q
Sept. 29
Comedy.
The story of an eccentric household
who
enjoy life by following their artistic inclinations. The granddaughter falls in love with

Angels With Dirty Faces. .351. . (68)
Nov. 26
Action Drama.
An underworld character, doomed to the electric chair, receives spiritual regeneration through a
parish priest, who
persuades him to die “yellow” as an object lesson to hero-worshiping youngsters. James Cagney,
Pat
O'Brien, “Dead End”
Kids. Director:
Michael Curtiz.
Blackwell's Island. .361. . (71)
Mar. 25
Action Drama.
A
gang lord takes over an
island prison, where he lives in splendor, but
a reporter spikes the efforts of the crooks and
politicians. John
Garfield. Rosemary
Lane,
Stanley Fields. Director: William McGann.
Broadway
Musketeers . . 368 . . (62)
Oct. 8
Drama.
A young w oman fancies herself in love
with a gambler and gives up her husband and
baby to marry him.
Margaret Lindsay, Ann
Sheridan, Richard Bond. Director: John Farrow.
Comet
Over Broadway. .370. . (69)
Dec. 3
Drama.
A Cosmopolitan story by Faith Baldwin, th© plot deals with mother love, burning
ambition and sacrifice. Kay Francis, Ian Hunter, John Lltel. Director: Busby Berkeley.
Dark Victory . . 354 . . (106)
Apr. 22
Drama.
A spoiled, flippant millionairess learns
from her doctor-husband that her life is limited
to months and that blindness will be the warning sign. Bette Davis, George Brent, Geraldine
Fitzgerald. Director: Edmund
Goulding.
Four Daughters. .359. . (90)
Sept. 24
Romantic Drama.
Four sisters are in love with
a music student who
lives in their household,
but the one he really loves marries another.
Priscilla, Rosemary
and Lola Lane. Gale Page,
Jeffery Lynn.
Director: Michael Curtiz.
Garden of the Moon. .358. . (74)
Oct. 1
Musical Comedy.
A
bitter feud is waged
between an orchestra leader and the manager
of
a

world-famed dancing spot, in which the former perpetrates a colossal hoax on the latter,
with the aid of a girl press agent for the night
spot.
John
Payne,
Margaret
Lindsay, Pat
O’Brien. Director: Busby Berkeley.

Girls

on

Probation.

.369. . (63)

Oct. 22

Melodrama.
With
a
“crime
does not pay”
theme, in which a good girl is thrown into the
company
of a bad girl and gets herself a prison
record. Jane
Bryan, Ronald
Reagan,
Shelia
Bromley. Director: William McGann.
Going Places. .359. . (84)
Dec. 31
Comedy with Music. A humble clerk poses as a
famous rider at a society steeplechase to promote business for his boss, but is forced to ride
and win the race in order to win the girl. Dick
Powell, Anita Louise. Director: Ray Enright.
Heart of the North.
Action Drama.
A

.362. . (74)
Canadian

®
Mountie

Dec. 10
finds the

real thief after the girl’s father is accused of
stealing a ship’s cargo of furs and miners’ gold.
Dick Foran, Jane Chapman,
Patric Knowles.
Director: Lew Seiler.
Nancy
Drew, Reporter. .372. . (67)
Comedy
Drama. A girl, the ward

of

a

Feb. 18
wealthy

woman,
is held for the woman’s
murder, but
Nancy finds the real culprit. Bonita Granville.
John Litel. Director: William Clemens.
Torchy Blane in Chinatown. .371. . (58) . . . .Feb. 4
Action Drama. Torchy Blane solves the Oriental
murder mystery of three men who had received
death threats. Glenda
Farrell, Barton
MacLane.
Director: William Beaudine.
Yes, My
Darling Daughter. .357. . (85)
Feb. 25
Comedy.
Adapted
from
the
sophisticated
Broadway
stage play. Two
lovers, doomed
to
a
two-year separation plan an
unchaperoned
weekend
together, which
results in a
riotous
family turmoil. Priscilla Lane, Jeffrey Lynn,
May
Robson,
Keighley.

Roland

Young.

Gaumont
Asking

for

Trouble

William

British

(formerly

High) ..(..)
Comedy.
Romance

Director:

Climbing

blossoms

for

a

Dec. 1
wealthy

THE

young man
whose car strikes an artists’ model.
The girl repells him at first but he finally wins
her. Jessie Matthews, Michael Redgrave.
Director: Carol Reed.
Lady Vanishes, The. .8010. . (97)
Nov. 1
Mystery Drama.
A governess mysteriously disappears from a Transcontinental train, and a
spy plot and other sinister roles are enacted
before the mystery is solved. Margaret Lockwood, Paul Lukas. Director: Alfred Hitchcock.
Man With 100 Faces (Reissue) . .8008(73) .. .Oct. 1
Melodrama.
A modern Robin Hood traps American gangsters who
had set a trap for him.
Tom
Walls, Lilli Palmer.
Director: Albert de
Courville.
Based

on

the

famous

opera,

Pagliacci,” in which a Jealous husband
unfaithful wife and her lover. Richard
ber, Steffi Duna. Director: Karl Grune.

Grand
Cipher Bureau.
Melodrama.

kills
Tau-

National

. 312. . (70)
Deals with

the

foreign spies through a counter-espionage system, in which illegal broadcasting stations are
traced down and their codes deciphered. Leon
Ames,
Charlotte Wynters.
Director: Charles
Lamont.
Crashing Through .. 327 ..(.. )
Jan. 20
Western. One of the Renfrew series, in which
a Royal Mounted
officer aids a
girl and her
brother in getting back a
gold mine
rightfully belonging to them.
James Newill, Warren Hull, Jean Carmen.
Director: Elmer Clifton.
Dangerous Secrets (formerly “Brief Ecstasy”)
230 . (60)
Sept. 23
Melodrama.
A
coed marries her college professor, but still imagines she Is in love with a
former sweetheart, but when the latter returns
after five years she finds she loves her husband.
Paul Lukas, Linden Travers, Hugh Williams. Director: Edmond Greville.
Exile Express. .301. . (60)
Jan. 20
Drama.
The chemist a girl works for is found
dead and she is ordered deported. A reporter
follows the girl, rescues her from abductors, and
gets the story and the girl. Anna
Sten, Alan
Marshal. Director: Otis Garrett.
Frontier Scout . . 325 . . (62)
Oct. 21
Western.
A
western with a Civil War
background, in which Wild Bill Hickok as a Kansas town marshal saves his friend’s cattle-commission house from
cattle rustlers. George
Houston,
A1 St.
Sam
Newfield.

John,

Dave

O’Brien.

Director:

Lady Buckaroo. . (69)
Western. A gang of cattle rustlers try to bankrupt ranch owners to gain control of their land
for gold deposits, but a girl beats them at their
own

game.
Dorothy Page,
rector: Samuel Diege.

David

O’Brien.

Di-

Long Shot . .313. . (69)
Jan. 6
Action Drama.
After a streak of hard luck, a
young horseman buys a horse for a song, and It
wins the big race. Gordon Jones, Marsha Hunt,
Harry Davenport.
Director: Charles Lamont.
Ride ’Em Cowgirl . . W 1-2. . (52)
Jan. 20
Western.
A girl enters her horse In the rodeo
show to win the $5,000 prize money so she can
pay her father’s debts. The money is stolen and
she is accused. Dorothy Page, Vince Barnett.
Director: Samuel Diege.
Shadows Over Shanghai. .311. . (65)
Oct. 14
Drama.
An agent of the Chinese government
and an American
newspaperman
match
wits
with a pair of international crooks seeking a
Chinese charm.
Newsreel war clips are fitted
into the story. James
Dunn, Ralph Morgan.
Director: Charles Lamont.
Sunset Murder Case (formerly Sunset Strip
Case).. 345.. (65)
Nov. 18
Melodrama.
A
girl masquerades
as a dancer
in the club where her father, a detective, was
killed, to obtain evidence against the owner.
Sally Rand, Reed Hadley, Paul Sutton. Director: Louis Gasnler.
Titans of the Deep. . 326. . (47)
Oct. 28
Adventure. The film record of a scientific underwater exploration in the Caribbean Sea. Dr.
William
Beebe, Otis Barton. Director: Otis
Barton.
Trigger Pals. .WI-13. . (55)
Jan. 14
Western. A cowboy locates the brains of a gang
of rustlers, who turns out to be the mortgage
holder on his ranch. Art Jarrett, Lee Powell.
Director: Sam Newfield.
Water Rustlers (formerly Last Barrier)
WI-1. . (54)
Jan. 6
Western. When
the only creek in the valley is
cut off, the hero dynamites a hill to save the
property of ranchers.
Dorothy
Page, David
O’Brien.
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Broadway
Serenade. .931. . (113)
Apr. 7
Drama
with Music. A success vs. marriage vs.
career combination, in this story of a struggling
song composer
whose
wife becomes
a
prima
donna, which
ultimately leads to their estrangement. Jeanette MacDonald,
Lew
Ayres,
Frank Morgan.
Director: Robert Z. Leonard.
Burn ’Em Up O’Connor. .919. . (67)
Jan. 13
Action Drama. The owner of a string of racetrack cars thinks a jinx is working against him
when
three drivers crack up, but investigation
reveals the drivers are being doped.
Dennis

Director:

Samuel

Diege.

Nat

Pendleton.

Direc-

Calling Dr. Kildare. .932. . ( . .)
Apr. 28
Drama.
A
doctor’s assistant in a clinic in a
tenement district becomes involved in a murder
case when he keeps secret a call he makes
to
help a wounded
boy. Facing disgrace, he sets
about to absolve the boy and to clear his own
name.
Lionel Barrymore,
Lew
Ayres, Lana
Turner,

Nov. 4
apprehension of

CHECK-UP

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer

O’Keefe, Cecilia Parker,
tor: Edward Sedgwick.

Pagliacci. . (78)
Musical Drama.
“II
his

COMPLETE

Lynne

Carver.

Director:

Harold

S. Buc-

Christmas
Carol, A.. 917.. (69)
Dec. 16
quet.
Drama.
Adapted
from
the Charles Dickens*
Yuletide classic. Reginald Owen, Gene Lockhart. Director: Edwin L. Marin.
Citadel, The . . 909 . . (112) Q
Oct. 28
Drama.
A
young
doctor, who
discards all
medical ethics and ideals for monetary
gain,
finally rehabilitates himself.
Robert
Donat,
Rosalind Russell. Director: King Vidor.
Dramatic
School. .915. . (78)
Dec. 9
Drama.
A girl with an actress complex chooses
a stage career when
romance intrudes on her
study of dramatics. Luise Rainer, Alan Marshall, Paulette Goddard.
Director: Robert Sinclair.
Fast and Loose. .924. . (79)
Feb. 17
Mystery-Comedy.
A dealer in rare books turns
detective to save his life when
he is accused
of the murder and subsequent library raid of
an eccentric book collector. Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Ralph
Morgan.
Director: Edwin L. Marin.
Flirting With Fate. .914. . (70)
Dec. 2
Comedy.
The head of a vaudeville troupe is
stranded in Latin-America. Unable to get engagements, he tries suicide so his troupe can
collect the insurance. Joe E. Brown, Leo Carillo, Steffi Duna.
Director: Frank McDonald.
Four Girls in White .. 921 .. (70)
Jan. 27
Drama.
A
selfish, student nurse, with a
gold
digger complex, is finally redeemed
through
sacrifice after the death of an innocent girl.
Florence Rice, Alan Marshal, Ann
Rutherford,
Una Merkel. Director: Sylvan Simon.
Girl

Downstairs, The (formerly The Awakening of Katrina) . .916. . (77)
Dec. 23
Comedy
Drama.
A wealthy architect thinks he
is in love with a girl he met in a Swiss cafe,
but finds he really loves the girl’s maid. Franciska Gaal, Franchot Tone, Walter Connolly, Rita
Johnson. Director: Norman
Taurog.

Great Waltz, The. .908. . (104)
Nov. 4
Musical Drama.
A romance of old Vienna, built
around the life and loves and waltzes of Johann
Strauss. Dulse Rainer, Fernand Gravet, Miliza
Korjus. Director: Julien Duvivier.
Hardys Ride High, The ..(..)
Apr. 21
Comedy.
The Hardys are about to come
into
a
large inheritance, but evidence is found to
disprove their rights, and
the family settles
down to normal living once more. Lewis Stone,
Mickey
Rooney, Fay
Holden, Cecilia Parker.
Director: George B. Seitz.
Honolulu. .922. . (85)
Feb. 3
Comedy
with Music. An actor and a Hawaiian
plantation owner, exchange places because each
thinks the other has a more enviable life. Comic
and
romantic
complications ensue.
Eleanor
Powell, Robert Young, Gracie Allen. Director:
Edward
Buzzell.
Huckleberry

Finn.

.923. . (91)

Feb.

10

Comedy
Drama.
From
Mark
Twain’s story of
the lad who runs away with a Negro slave, the
town
believing the slave murdered
the boy.
Mickey Rooney, Rex Ingram, Walter Connolly.
Director: Richard Thorpe.
Ice Follies of 1939, The. .925. . (82)
Mar. 10
Musical. Two
talented professionals elope, but
their careers clash and false pride causes them
to drift apart. The
girl becomes
a
famous
film

star and her husband starts the “Ice Follies.” Success for both, after years of separation, reunites them.
Joan Crawford, James
Stewart,
Lew
Ayres.
Director:
Reinhold
Schunzel.
Idiot’s Delight . .920. . (107)
Jan. 27
Comedy
Drama.
From
the Pulitzer Prize play.
Two
small-time vaudevillians, who
fall in love

ON

CURRENT

RELEASES

in Omaha,
meet years later in Geneva.
The
girl, mistress of a munitions manufacturer, is
left flat in an air raid and goes back to her
old love. Norma
Shearer, Clark Gable, Edward Arnold. Director: Clarence Brown.
Kid From
Texas, The. .929. . (70)
Western. A Texas cowhand
shows
east a few fancy ways of playing
O’Keefe,
Simon.

Florence

Rice.

Apr. 14
society back
polo. Dennis

Director:

S.

Let Freedom
Ring. .926. . (85)
Drama
With
Music. A
film with a
theme, the story centering around the

Sylvan

Feb. 24
patriotic
attempts

of railroad operators to steal the settlers’ lands.
Nelson Eddy, Virginia Bruce, Victor McLaglen,
Lionel Barrymore, Edward
terworth. Director: Jack

Arnold, Charles
Conway.

But-

Listen, Darling. .904 .. (75)
Oct. 21
Comedy
with Music.
A
couple of adolescents
plot to get a husband for their widowed mother,
and
finally find him
in a
trailer. Freddie
Bartholomew,
Judy Garland, Mary Astor. Director: Edwin L. Marin.
Out West With the Hardys. .913. . (85)
Nov. 25
Comedy.
The
Hardy
family
visits friends
on an Arizona ranch, and new problems blossom
for Andy as romance
and adventure rides the
West. Mickey Rooney, Lewis Stone, Cecilia Parker, Ann Rutherford. Director: George B. Seitz.
Pygmalion . . 980 . . (87) ^
Mar. 3
Comedy.
From
George Bernard Shaw’s story,
in which a professor of speech sets out to win
a wager by transforming a poor, ignorant flower
girl into a lady. Leslie Howard, Wendy
Hiller.
Director: Anthony Asquith.
Sergeant
jAction

Madden.
Drama.

.927. . (80)
The story

of

an

Mar. 24
American cop,

whose

pursuit of justice made
him
unrelentingly trail his own
son who
had gone from
berg.
cop to killer. Wallace Beery, Tom Brown, Alan

Curtis,

Fay

Holden.

Director:

Josef

von

Stern-

Shining Hour. . 912 .. (75)
Nov. 18
Drama.
A story of conflicting emotions in which
a man
and woman
find love only after each
is already married to someone
else, and the
woman
makes
an important decision to save
the situation. Joan
van, Robert Young,
Frank Borzage.

Crawford, Margaret SullaMelvyn Douglas. Director:

Society Lawyer. .930. . (78)
Mar. 31
Drama.
A
remake, in which
a
conservative
lawyer resigns his position to be a
criminal
lawyer, and loses his fiancee as a result but
is called in to defend his rival in love on a
murder charge. Walter Pidgeon, Virginia Bruce,
Leo Carrillo. Director: Edwin L. Marin.
Spring Madness. .911. . (67)
Comedy
Drama.
A young

girl

Nov. 11
is unhappy over

the prospect of her sweetheart’s departure for
Russia, and a group of her girl friends cause
him to miss his boat so he will stay and marry
her. Maureen
O’Sullivan, Lew
Ayres,
Meredith. Director: Sylvan Simon.

Burgess

Stablemates. .906. . (89)
Oct. 7
Comedy
Drama.
The adventures of a
jockey
and a track follower who become fast friends.
The latter turns out to be an escaped convict,
hut saves the boy and his horse before going
back to jail, leaving the boy enough money
to
complete his education. Wallace Beery, Mickey
Rooney.
Director: Sam
Wood.
Stand Up and Fight . .918. . (95)
Jan. 6
Historical Drama.
A saga of the struggle for
supremacy
between stagecoaches and the first
railroads in colonial America.
Wallace Beery,
Robert Taylor, Florence Rice. Director: W. S.
Van Dyke.
Sweethearts. .910. . (110)
Dec. 30
Musical Drama.
A producer plots against the
sweetheart team of his musical show to prevent
their
W.

signing a film
Donald, Nelson Eddy,
S. Van Dyke.

contract. Jeanette MacFrank Morgan.
Director:

Vacation From
Love. .905. . (65)
Comedy.
A saxophone player

falls

Sept. 30
in love with

a society girl’s photograph, and as she Is about
to be married he crashes in and stops the wedding proceedings, escapes with the bride, and
winds up in a
Paris divorce court. Dennis
O’Keefe. Florence Rice, Reginald
rector: George Fitzmaurice.

Owen.

Di-

Within the Law. .928. . (65)
Mar. 17
Melodrama.
A remake
of the famous play by
Bayard Veiller. A
girl serves three years in
prison for robbing her employer, a charge on
which
she is innocent. When
released, she
plans to marry boss’s son for revenge but falls
in love with him.
Ruth
Hussey, Paul Kelly,
William Gargan.
Director: Gustav Machaty.
Young Dr. Kildare. .907. . (81)
Oct. 14
Drama.
Behind-the-scenes glimpses into the
medical profession and hospital administration.
The first of the Dr. Kildare series. Lew Ayres,
Lionel Barrymore,
Lynne
Carver.
Director:
Harold S. Bucquet.
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Back
Door to Heaven . . 3833
Apr. 21
Drama.
Five people in the same
graduating
class meet ten years later as a lawyer, a night
club dancer, a
bank
president, a
dishonored
ship’s captain, and a
fugitive from the law.
Wallace Ford, Aline McMahon,
Stuart Erwin,
Patricia Ellis. Director: Wm,
K. Howard.
Convict’s Code (formerly Parole)
3822.. (63)
Jan. 18
Action Drama.
A man paroled from prison, sets
out to clear his name and to find the party who
framed him.
Robert Kent, Anne Nagel, Sidney
Blackmer.
Director: Lambert
Hillyer.
Drifting Westward. .3854. . (59)
Western. It’s the old story of the
mine, who has the map
and how

Jan. 25
hidden gold
it turns up

accidentally after the hero is called into
vice. Jack Randall, Edna Duran. Director:
Hill.
Gang
Bullets . . 3818 . . (63)
Melodrama.
A district attorney “joins”
eteering mob, finally driving them
Bridgetown. Robert Kent, Ann
Nagel,
Trowbridge. Director: Lambert Hillyer.
Gangster’s
Drama.

Boy. .3801. . (80)
A high-school honor

student,

serBob

Nov. 23
a rackout of
Charles
Nov. 9
shunned

by all but two classmates because of his father’s
activities as a labor racketeer, takes the blame
when
one of his friends injures a
boy on a
bicycle. Jackie Cooper, Lucy Gilman, Tommy
Wonder.
Director: William Nigh.
Gun Packer (formerly Last Outlaw)
3851. .(49)
Nov. 16
Western. A
government man, sent to investigate the disappearance of stolen gold shipments, finds the gold and the gang through
the help of an ex-convict. Jack Randall, Louise
Stanley. Director: Wallace Fox.
I

Am
a Criminal .. 3812 .. (73)
Dec. 14
Drama.
A mobster’s love for a homeless waif
he adopts in an effort to create public goodwill in his trial on a
manslaughter
charge
brings about his redemption.
John
Carroll,
Martin Spellman. Director: William Nigh.

Little Pal (formerly The Healer) . .Reissue
..3828.. (66)
Feb. 3
Drama.
A
young
doctor, operating a
town orthopedic clinic, effects cures that win
him fame as a miracle healer. Ralph Bellamy,
Karen
Morley, Mickey
Rooney, Judith Allen.
Director: Reginald Barker.
Mr. Wong,
Detective . . 3804 . . (69)
Oct. 5
Melodrama.
A detective meets with many complications before solving three murders
committed by poison gas.
Boris Karloff, Grant
Withers, Maxine
Jennings. Director: William
Nigh.
Mystery of Mr. Wong. .3806. . (67)
Mar. 8
Melodrama.
The Oriental sleuth tracks down
an invisible killer. Boris Karloff, Dorothy Tree,
Grant Withers. Director: William Nigh.
Mystery Plane (formerly Sky Pirate)
..3809.. (60)
Mar. 8
Action Drama.
An inventor of a bombing device outwits a spy who kidnaps him to get the
plans,

and escapes in a plane, the spy in pursuit. An air fight ensues. John Trent, Milburn Stone, Marjorie Reynolds. Director: George
Waggner.
Navy Secrets. .3805. . (60)
Feb. 1
Action Drama.
Two
Naval Intelligence Service
workers find romance
when
they meet while
working
on the same
case. Grant Withers,
Fay Wray,
William von Brincken.
Director:
Howard
Bretherton.
Rollin’ Westward. .3863. . (57)
Mar. 1
Western.
Tex joins a
gang
of homesteaders
but learns that their claims in the cattle country are illegal, and crime runs rampant
until
the guilty parties are brought to justice. Tex
Ritter, Dorothy Fay. Director: A1 Herman.
Song of the Buckaroo (formerly Little
Tenderfoot) . . 3861 . . (60)
Dec. 7
Western.
Tex Ritter turns Robin Hood, assumes the identity of a dead man, and finds
himself with a wife and little daughter. Tex
Ritter. Director: A1 Herman.

Under the Big Top (formerly The Circus
Comes
to Town)
3811.. (61)
Aug. 31
Drama.
The love of two trapeze partners in a
circus owned
by the girl’s aunt, who
objects
to their marriage.
They leave the circus but
go back when
the aunt becomes
ill. Anne
Nagel, Marjorie
Main,
Jack
LaRue,
Grant
Richards.
Director: Karl Brown.
Undercover Agent. .3824. . (56)
Apr. 5
Melodrama.
A postal inspector finds the party
behind a counterfeit sweepstakes ticket racket,

Wanted
by the Police. .3817 . . (60)
Sept. 21
Melodrama.
A youngster working in a garage
discovers his bosses are auto thieves wanted by
the police, and he aids in capturing the whole
gang.
Frankie Darro, Evalyn Knapp,
Robert
Kent.
Director: Howard
Bretherton.
Where the Buffalo Roam. .3860. . (62)
Oct. 12
Western. Tex Ritter captures a gang of buffalo
killers, whose leader turns out to be the man
who
had appointed him as town marshal
to
clean
man.

up

the

gang.

Tex

Ritter.

Director:

A1

Her-

Wild Horse Canyon (formerly Last
Outlaw). .3852. .(50)
Dec. 21
Western. Two pals of the saddle ride the range
searching for the murderer of the brother of
one of them.
Jack
Randall, Dorothy
Short.
Director: Robert Hill.

Paramount
Ambush. .3820. . (62)
Jan. 20
Action Drama. A gang of bandits kidnap a girl
working in a bank because she recognized her
brother as one of the bandits. The boy loses his
life to save his sister. Gladys Swarthout, Lloyd
mann.
Nolan,

William

Henry.

Director:

Kurt

and

Models

Abroad.

.3817.

. (90) . . . .Dec.

30

Comedy.
The adventures of an American theatrical troupe stranded in Paris who
are saved
by a Texas oil millionaire and his daughter who
join the troupe incognito. Jack Benny, Joan
Bennett,

Mary
Boland,
rector: Mitchell Leisen.

Yacht

Club

Boys.

Di-

Beachcomber,
The . . 3863 . . (89)
Mar. 10
Drama.
A
shiftless drifter in the Dutch East
Indies tropics wages a strong fight against a
woman
missionary who
tries to reform him.
Charles Laughton, Elsa Lanchester.
Director:
Erich Pommer.
Boy
Trouble. .3824. . (74)
Feb. 17
Comedy.
Two adopted youngsters nearly wreck
a household and almost cause a divorce, but
the family is drawn together when
one of the
boys becomes ill. Charles Ruggles, Mary Boland, Billy Lee, Donald
George Archainbaud.

O’Connor.

Director:

Bulldog Drummond’s
Secret Police. . 3831 . .
(55)
Apr. 14
Melodrama.
A valuable King’s treasure is lost,
and Drummond
unearths a torture chamber
in
the secret passages of Rockingham
Towers, and
murder, explosions and horror prevail until the
mystery
is solved. John
Howard,
Heather
Angel, Reginald Denny, E. E. Clive. Director:
James Hogan.

Campus
Confessions. .3802. . (66)
Sept. 23
Comedy
with Music. The benefactor of Middleton College puts the clamps down on athletics
but his young son helps the college soar into
athletic prominence and finally overcome
all
opposition. Hank
Luisetti, Betty Grable, William Henry. Director: George Archainbaud.

Sundown
on the Prairie. .3862. . (53)
Feb. 8
Western. A mountain pass is dynamited to trap
a gang of cattle smugglers. Tex Ritter, Dorothy
Fay. Director: A1 Herman.

Disbarred. .3818. . (58)
Jan. 1
Action Drama.
An expose of the criminal lawyer racket, in which a disbarred lawyer poses
as a real estate operator and sets up a law office
headed by a woman.
Gail Patrick, Otto Kruger.
Director: Robert Florey.
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Dec.

28

A tough kid keeps his brother’s
from resorting to trickery to

Frontiersmen.

.3856.

. (74)

Dec.

16

operator

King of Alcatraz. .3804. . (57)
Melodrama.
Gang
king escapes
prison and takes over a ship on

Nov. 4
grows

Sept. 30
from Alcatraz
the high seas,

terrorizing the crew. Lloyd Nolan, Robert Preston, J. Carrol Naish, Gail Patrick. Director:
Robert Florey.
King of Chinatown. .3827.
Melodrama.
A
Chinese

. (57)
woman

doctor

Mar. 17
nurses

a gangster leader back to health after he had
been shot, despite her hatred for him, and he
falls in love with her, but is later killed by
his henchmen.
Anna
May Wong, Akim
Tamiroff, J. Carrol Naish. Director: Nick Grinde.
Little Orphan Annie. .3814. . (58)
Dec. 2
Comedy
Drama.
Adapted from the comic strip,
Orphan Annie, a runaway. Is befriended by a
prizefighter, and the two help rid the community of loan sharks. Ann
Gillis, Robert Kent,
June Travis. Director: Ben Holmes.
With

Wings

(Spec.

Rel) .. 3808 . .

(105) ®
Oct. 28
Historical Drama.
Tracing
aviation history
from the first Wright
Brothers flight to the
modern
army
bomber, the story unfolds itself
around the lives of a woman
and two men who

der the handicap of the town’s political boss.
Bob Burns, Fay Bainter, Jean Parker, Irvin S.
Cobb. Director: Alfred Santell.

Artists

line

I’m From
Missouri. .3830. . (77)
Apr. 7
Comedy.
Burns goes to London to interest the
British army
in his thoroughbred mules, and
meets stiff competition when
a tractor mogul
tries to sell the government calvary tanks. Bob
Burns, Gladys George, Gene Lockhart, Judith
Barrett. Director: Theodore Reed.

Men

Arrest Bulldog Drummond.
.3812. . (58) . . . .Nov. 25
Melodrama.
An international spy commits two
murders to gain possession of an invention for
explosives, valuable for use in warfare, but
Bulldog Drummond
and his girl friend bring
about
the capture of the criminals. John
Howard,
Heather
Angel, H. B. Warner.
Director: James Hogan.

.3809. . (67)
A
wildcat

wealthy
operating an
“underground
railway”
as a getaway for crooks and gets away
with
murder
until a G-Man
joins his organization.
J. Carrol Naish, Mary Carlisle, Robert Preston.
Director: Louis King.

Arkansas Traveler. .3706. .(85)
Oct. 14
Comedy
Drama.
A hobo printer-at-large helps
a widow and her daughter run their paper un-

Star Reporter. .3822. . (62)
Feb. 22
Melodrama.
A
young
newspaper
publisher
inaugurates a campaign against crime, and gets
himself in deep when he learns prominent people are involved. Warren
Hull, Marsha
Hunt,
Morgan
Wallace.
Director: Howard
Bretherton.

Kid . . 3819 . . (61)

Illegal Traffic.
Melodrama.

Neu-

Cafe Society . . 3826 . . (83)
Mar. 3
Drama.
A
glimpse into the Gotham
circle of
cafe society, where
a
news
reporter meets
and falls in love with a wealthy girl. Madeleine Carroll, Fred MacMurray,
Shirley Ross.
Director: Edward
H. Griffith.

Action Drama.
fight manager

If I Were King. .3810. . (101)
Nov. 11
Historical Drama.
A dramatization of the legendary vagabond poet, Francois Villon, and
his romantic French revolution activities. Ronald Colman, Basil Rathbone, Frances Dee. Director: Frank Lloyd.

thereby clearing his girl’s father of the charge.
Russell Gleason, Shirley Deane, J. M. Kerrigan.
Director: Howard
Bretherton.

Starlight Over Texas. .3859. . (59)
Sept. 7
Western. The first in the series of eight prairie
operas Monogram
will make. Story concerns a
Texas ranger in pursuit of cattle rustlers. Tex
Ritter. Director: A1 Herman.

Tough

Western.
Hopalong
Cassidy, in action against
raiders of the Old West, finds romance
when
school teacher comes to the frontier. William
Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Evelyn
Venable. Director: Lesley Selander.

throw the championship fight. Frankie Darro,
Dick Purcell, Judith Allen. Director: Howard
Bretherton.

Monogram

from

childhood devote themselves to aeronautics. Fred MacMurray,
Ray
Milland, Louise
Campbell. Director: William Wellman.
Midnight . . 3828 . . (93)
Mar. 24
Comedy
Drama.
A young woman,
stranded in
Paris, pretends she is a Baroness, and a taxi
driver aids her by posing as her husband.
Claudette
erer, John

Colbert, Don
Ameche,
Francis LedBarrymore. Director: Mitchell Leisen.

Mysterious Rider. .3707. (73)
Oct. 21
Western. An adaptation of the Zane Grey novel
of the outdoors, in which a man, framed on a
murder charge, comes back 20 years later for
revenge, disguised as a masked
mystery rider.
Douglas
Dumbrille, Sidney
Toler.
Director:
Lesley Selander.
Never Say Die . . 3832 . . (80)
Apr. 14
Comedy With Music. A man with 30 days to live
marries an heiress who
is running away from
a
fortune hunter. Martha
Raye, Bob
Hope.
Director: Elliott Nugent.
.

.

. one-third of a nation . . . 3825. . (75) . .Feb. 24
Drama.
A story of the housing problems, that
deals with the slum sections. Sylvia Sidney,
Leif Erickson. Director: Dudley Murphy.

Paris Honeymoon. .3821. . (85)
Musical Comedy.
A wealthy

American

Jan.
goes

27
to

Europe to await the Paris divorce of his fiancee.
In the interim he falls in love with a beautiful peasant girl. Bing Crosby, Franciska Gaal,
Edward
Everett
Tamiroff. Director: Frank
Tuttle.Horton, Akim
Persons in Hiding. .3823. . (69)
Feb. 10
Action Drama.
The astonishing story of a female Svengali who
turns a small-time crook
into America’s most dangerous criminal. Based
on the book by J. Edgar Hoover.
Lynne Overman,
Patricia
Morison, J. Carrol Naish.
Director:
Louis King.
Ride

a

Crooked

Mile.

.3815.

. (70)

Dec.

9

Action Drama.
A
son’s struggle with loyalty
and duty when his father, an ex-Cossack, turns
cattle rustler and
is sent to prison. Akim
Tamiroff,
Leif
tor: Alfred
E. Erikson,
Green.
St.

Louis

Blues.

.3822.

Frances

. (87)

Farmer.

DirecFeb.

3

Musical Romance.
A showgirl, fleeing a ruthless manager, joins a show boat troupe as a
singer, and saves the owner from bankruptcy.
Dorothy
Lamour,
Lloyd Nolan, Tito Guizar.
Director: Raoul Walsh.
Say It in French. .3831. . (69)
Nov. 25
Comedy.
A
young man
returns home
with a
Parisian wife and before he can announce the
news, finds his family facing financial ruin
unless he makes a wealthy nuarriage. Ray Milland, Olympe
Bradna, Irene Hervey. Director:
Andrew
L. Stone.

:: April 15, 1939

125

THE

.Mar. 31
Silver on the Sagre. .3858. . (68)
Western. Hopalong poses as a gambler to find
uses a
who
rustlers,
of
gang
a
the leader of
double as his alibi. William
Boyd, George
Hayes, Russell Hayden. Director: Lesley Selander.

Mar. 31
Sudden Money. .3829. . (62)
Mr. Average
when
happens
What
Comedy.
American Family wins the sweepstakes. Charles
Ruggles, Marjorie Ramibeau, Charles Grapewin.
Director: Nick Grinde.
Sunset Trail . . 3857 . . (68)
Feb. 24
Western.
The
murder
of a
wealthy rancher
climaxes a series of stagecoach robberies and
murders by a cunning gambler and his outlaw
gang. Hopalong poses as a wealthy tenderfoot
to bring about their capture. William Boyd,
George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Jane Clayton.
Director: Lesley Selander.
Thanks
for the Memory. .3811. . (78)
Nov. 18
Comedy
Drama.
A
salesman trying to write
a novel is continually disrupted, first, by annoying friends, then by household chores when
his wife gets a job so he will have time to
write. A quarrel sends him to finish his novel
in a garret, but the couple are reunited when
the book is finished. Hedda
Hopper, Patricia
Director: George ArRoscoe Karns.
Wilder,
chainbaud.
Tom

Sawyer, Detective. .3816. . (68)
Dec. 23
Sawyer,
Finn and Tom
Huck
Drama.
Comedy
while on a country visit discover a murder and
Donald
way.
own
their
in
case
the
solve
O’Connor. Billy Cook, Porter Hall. Director:
Louis King.

Touchdown,
Army .. 3805 .. (71)
Oct. 7
Action Drama. A cadet breaks every known rule
to court the Colonel’s daughter, and becomes
unpopular with his classmen, but proves himself
a
regular guy before the big football game.
Mary Carlisle. Director: Kurt
Robert Cummings,
Neumann.

Jan. 13
7,azn. .3819. . (86)
Drama.
A music-hall actress, who rises to fame
as a Parisian entertainer, falls in love with a
man
whom
she later learns is married. Claudette Colbert, Herbert Marshall. Director: George
Cukor.

Come
On, Rangers !.. 818 .. (57)
Nov. 25
Western.
Succeeded by the U. S. Cavalry, the
Texas Rangers are reinstated when
the army
fails on a difficult task the ex-Rangers handle.
Hatton. DiRoy Rogers, Mary Hart, Raymond
rector: Joe Kane.
In

Arkansaw.

.805. . (66)

Oct.

8

Drama.
A government man, sent to the backwoods of Arkansas to buy property for a dam.
gradually overcomes the hostility of the natives.
Weaver
Bros, and Elviry. Ralph Byrd. Pinky
Tomlin. Director: Nick Grinde.
Federal Man-Hunt .. (64)
Dec. 27
Action Drama.
Believing him Innocent, a girl
aids a convict’s escape from prison, and helps
the police recapture him when
she learns his
background.
Robert Livingston, June Travis.
John Gallaudet. Director: Nick Grinde.
Fighting Thoroughbreds. .808. . (65)
Jan. 6
Action Drama.
The offspring of a
thoroughbred they had tried to disqualify, grows up.
enters the derby and wins the race. Ralph Byrd,
Mary Carlisle, George Hayes. Director: Sidney
Salkow.
Forged Passport. .823. . (64)
Feb. 15
Action Drama. After getting fired for being too
ready with his fists, a government
man
goes
after a gang of alien smugglers and is reinstated in the service. Paul Kelly, June Lang,
Lyle Talbot. Director: Joe Kane.
Frontier Pony
Western.
A

Express . . 854 ..(..)
Pony
Express Rider

Apr. 19
saves the

army’s documents from Confederate spies. Roy
Rogers, Mary
Hart, Don
Dillaway. Director:
Joe Kane.
Home
on the Prairie. .842 .. (58)
Feb. 10
Western. The singing cowboy turns cattle inspector and solves the mystery of the hoof-andmouth
disease in his district. Gene
Autry,
Smiley Burnette, June Storey. Director: Jack
Townley.
I

Stand Accused. .806. . (61)
Oct. 28
Melodrama.
A
struggling young lawyer finds
the money and notoriety in protecting racketeers
appealing until he is forced to protect them
in court, fighting against his best friend. Robert Cummings, Helen Mack, Thomas
Beck. Director: John H. Auer.

I

Was
a Convict. .824. . (62)
Mar. 6
Melodrama.
A
multi-millionaire befriends two
paroled convicts he had met while in prison for
income tax evasion. One of them, intending to
rob him, is rehabilitated when
he falls for
the
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man’s
daughter,
tor from a
kidnap

Beverly
Roberts,
Aubrey Scotto.

Clarence

CHECK-UP

Kolb.

ON

bandits.

the dead man’s daughter together solve the
murder.
Michael Whalen,
Mary
Hart, Chick
Chandler. Director: Gus Meins.
Night Hawk,
The . . 817 . . (63)
Oct. 1
Melodrama. A newspaper reporter hides in the
iron lung of a CTippled child to unearth the
liquor smuggling
racket.
Robert Livingston.
June Travis, Robert Armstrong. Director: Sidney Salkow.
Night Riders. .865. . (57)
Apr. 12
Western. The Three Mesquiteers defy a gambler who uses a
forged land grant to oust
ranchers. John
Wayne,
Ray
Corrigan, Max
Terhune. Director: George Sherman.
Streets.

.819. . (64)

Dec.

5

Drama.
A man
saves a dog’s life in this story
of an Alsatian Shepherd dog on trial for the
murder of a man.
Robert Livingston, Tommy
Ryan, June Storey. Director: John H. Auer.

Pride of the Navy. .822. . (63)
Jan. 26
Drama.
A
young
seaman,
who
fails in the
initial test of his torpedo-boat invention, later
wins success and the captain’s daughter. James
Dunn, Rochelle Hudson.
Director: Charles Lain on t.
Red River Range. .864 .. (56)
Dec. 22
Western. Guests on a dude ranch discover they
have
unwittingly taken
part in what
they

and
saves his benefacplot. Barton
MacLane,

Rhythm
of the Saddle (formerly Song of
the West).. 7108.. (58)
Nov. 5
Western. Gene Autry and Smiley Burnette see
to it all goes smooth at the Silver Saddle Ranch
on Rodeo
Day
and also win the stagecoach
race. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Pert Kelton.
Director: George Sherman.
Rough
Riders Roundup. .853. . (58)
Mar. 13
Western. Two
Border Patrolmen are suspended
for allowing an outlaw gang to escape. They
follow the leader to his hideout and capture
the gang, which wins their reinstatement. Roy
Rogers, Mary Hart, Raymond
Hatton. Director:
Joseph Kane.
Santa Fe Stampede. .863. . (56)
Nov. 18
Western. Following the murder of a rich ore
mine owner and his little daughter, the Three
Mesquiteers enter the town at Santa Fe to capture the culprits and replace the crooked mayor
with an honest man.
John Wayne,
Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune. Director: George Terhune.
Shine On, Harvest Moon . . 852 . . (57)
Dec. 23
Western. A cattle rustler wants a certain ranch
to store his stolen cattle and tries to burn down
the place to get it. Roy Rogers, Mary Hart,
William Farnum.
Director: Joe Kane.
army

Nov. 7
activities

of British soldiers on India’s frontiers. Patric
Knowles, Richard Cromwell, Rochelle Hudson.
Director: Sidney Salkow.
Western

Jamboree.

.841. . (59)

Dec.

2

Western.
A
ranch foreman
saves his boss’s
property from two men
anxious to get him to
sell before he discovers his land holds valuable
helium deposits. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette,
Jean Rouverol. Director: Ralph Staub.
Woman
Doctor. .808. . (65)
Feb. 10
Drama.
A woman
surgeon, with little time for
her husband and child, is faced with a divorce
threat when
her husband falls for a charmer.
They are reconciled when their child is injured
in an accident. Frieda Inescort, Henry
Wilcoxon, Claire Dodd, Sybil Jason. Director: Sidney Salkow.

RKO

charge.

Clayworth.

James

Ellison,

Helen

Leslie

Good-

Director:

George O’Brien,
rector: David Howard.

Radio

Almost a Gentleman. .920. . (65)
Mar. 31
Drama.
A canine shows his love for, and proves
his real worth to, his master, who
had first
befriended him after he had been condemned
as an outcast, and then had defended him in

Laraine

Johnson.

Di-

Beauty for the Asking. .915. . (64)
Feb. 24
Comedy.
A
young beautician markets a new
face cream, and complications ensue when her
advertising agency
secures financial aid for
her through the wife of the man who had jilted her. Lucille Ball, Donald
Woods,
Patric
Knowles,
Frieda
Inescort. Director: Glenn
Tryon.
Boy Slaves (formerly Pure in Mind).. 911
(71)
Feb. 10
Melodrama.
A gang of road kids are paroled
to a man
who pretends to befriend them, but
they become prisoners in his turpentine camp.
Anne
Shirley, Roger Daniel. Director: P. J.
Wolfson.
Fisherman’s Wharf. .844. . (71)
Feb. 3
Comedy
Drama.
A fisherman nearly loses the
adopted son he loves, when
he falls in love
with a worthless woman.
Bobby
Breen, Leo
Carrillo,
haus.

Prairie Moon. .7107. . (58)
Sept. 25
Western. As friendly guardian to three children. Autry saves their ranch from
a
gang
leader who
pretends to hold their interest at
heart. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette. Director:
Ralph Staub.

Storm
Over Bengal . . 807 . . (65)
Action Drama.
A story of the

murder

Arizona Legion. .982. . (58)
Jan. 20
Western. The hero, working secretly as head
of a vigilante group, rids Arizona of marauding

Mysterious Miss X. .809. . (62)
Jan. 10
Melodrama.
An
actor, accused of murder, is
freed by a peculiar twist of fate. But he and

the

a

June

RELEASES

Annabel Takes a Tour. .908. . (61)
Nov. 11
Comedy.
A
motion picture celebrity and her
press agent go on a tour to restore her waning
popularity, but the star tries to swap
her
career for a one-sided romance
with a
titled
married
novelist. Jack
Oakie, Lucille Ball.
Director: Lew Landers.

My
Wife’s Relatives. .810. . (65)
Mar. 20
Comedy.
Mr. Higgins’ home-made
candy business takes a sudden rise when a valuable diamond is lost, and his son, deducing it had
fallen into the candy, advertises the fact to the
public. James Gleason, Lucile Gleason, Russell
Gleason. Director: Gus Meins.

of

on

Wood,
wins.

Mexicali Rose. .843. . (58)
Mar. 27
Western.
Oil stock swindlers victimize a
girl
who runs an orphanage in Mexico. Gene Autry,
Smiley Burnette, Noah Beery. Director: George
Sherman.

Orphans

CURRENT

court

Director:

thought were “fake” rustling parties, headed
by the ranch owner.
John Wayne,
Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune. Director: George Sherman.

Republic

Down

COMPLETE

Lee

Patrick.

Director:

Bernard

Flying Irishman, The. .919. . (73)
Biographical Drama.
A
dramatization
life of
Douglas

Vor-

Apr. 7
of the

Douglas
(“Wrong
Way”)
Corrigan.
Corrigan. Paul Kelly, Robert Armstrong. Director: Leigh Jason.

Fugitives for a Night . .803. . (63)
Melodrama.
A studio manager

Sept. 23
is murdered and

a stooge he had fired, together with the latter’s
girl friend, are
accused.
Frank
Albertson.
Eleanor Lynn, Bradley Page.
Director: Leslie
Goodwins.
Great Man
Votes, The. .913. . (70)
Jan. 13
Comedy.
An academic scholar turns to drink
when his wife dies, but reforms when the Children’s Society threatens to take away his two
children. John Barrymore, Peter Holden, Virginia Weidler. Director: Garson Kanin.
Gunga
Din. .912. . (117) ££
Action Drama. British military
mountain passes of Northern

Feb. 17
adventure in the
India, suggested

vaguely by Rudyard Kipling’s famous poem
of
the Indian water boy. Cary Grant, Victor McLaglen, Douglas
Fairbanks
jr., Sam
Jaffe,
Eduardo Ciannelli. Director: George Stevens.
Law West of Tombstone. .909. . (72)
Nov. 18
Western. A dramatization of the days of the
old west, in which an ex-outlaw moves
to a
new
frontier and establishes law and order.
Harry

Carey,
Tim
rector:
Glenn Tyron.

Holt,

Evelyn

Brent.

Di-

lawless Valley. .981. . (59)
Nov. 4
Western. A young cowboy, sent to prison on a
false charge of stage robbery, is paroled, and
returns to find his sweetheart held prisoner on
her ranch
lords. one

by
of

a couple of lawless
whom
is guilty of

charge.
George
David Howard.

O’Brien,

Kay

valley overthe robbery

Sutton.

Director:

Lost Patrol. . (reissue) . . (73)
Feb. 17
Drama.
A
group of white men, lost in the
desert, are shot down
one by one by hostile
Arabs, until only the leader is left to face the
murderous tribe. Victor McLaglen, Boris Karloff, Wallace Ford, Reginald Denny.
Director:
John Ford.
Love

Affair.

.916. . (87)

Apr.

7

Comedy
Drama.
A couple break their engagement and agree to meet in six months, at the
end of which time the girl is crippled in an
accident. Irene Dunne,
Charles Boyer.
Director: Leo McCarey.
Mad

Miss

Manton.

.906. . (78)

Oct. 21

Mystery

Comedy.
A
society girl with a
detective complex uncovers a murder
but can’t
get the police to believe her. A
newspaper
berates her and is sued for libel, and in the
interim the girl solves the mystery. Barbara
Stanwyck,
Henry
Fonda.
Director: Leigh
Jason.
Man to Remember,
A. .905. . (80)
Oct. 14
Drama.
The life story of a rural doctor, whose
humanitarianism stands out in sharp contrast to
the selfish, hypocritical town biggies who
are
antagonistic to him during his lifetime. Edward
Ellis. Ann Shirley. Director: Garson Kanin.
Mr. Boodle Kicks Off. .904. . (76)
Oct. 7
Comedy.
The father of a collegiate swing band
leader, offers to donate $200,000 to the university
if the coaching staff can make
a football star
of his son who dislikes the game.
Joe Penner.
June Travis. Director: Leslie Goodwins.
Next Time I Marry (formerly
Romance) . .910. . (65)

BOXOFFICE

Trailer
Dec.

::

April
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THE

COMPL’ETE

CHECK-UP

Comedy. Faced with loss of an inheritance unless, she gets an American husband, but in love
with a Count, a girl marries a WPA
worker.
The
quick divorce agreed upon
is forgotten
when romance enters. Lucille Ball, James Ellison, Lee Bowman.
Director: Garson Kanin.
Pacific

Liner.

.914. . (76)

Jan,

6

Action Drama.
A ship's doctor tries to stem the
spread of Asiatic cholera aboard a
traveling
vessel, but the chief engineer hampers
forts, while threats of mutiny and death
Victor McLaglen, Chester Morris, Wendy
Director: Lew Landers.

his efprevail.
Barrie.

Peck's Bad Boy With the
Circus. .948. . (68)
Nov. 26
Comedy
Drama.
Tommy
pinchhits for Ann as
a bareback rider with the circus when Ann is
hurt. He
comes
through with flying colors.
Tommy
Kelly, Ann Gillis. Director: Edward
F.
Cline.
Boom
Service . . 901 . . (80)
Sept. 30
Comedy.
A
penniless theatrical producer and
his assistants fake measles to keep from being
thrown out of their hotel and persuade the
manager to finance their show.
Marx Brothers,
Ann Miller, Frank Albertson. Director: William
A. Seiter.
Saint Strikes Back, The. .918. . (64)
Mar. 10
Mystery-Melodrama.
The
Saint helps a
San
Francisco lassie clear her name
and to wipe
out a
band of thieves who
had framed
her
father, the police commissioner. George Sanders, Wendy Barrie, Jonathan Hale. Director:
John Farrow.
Star of Midnight. .Reissue. . (90)
Feb. 17
Mystery Comedy-Drama.
A Broadway
star disap ears, a columnist is murdered, and numerous suspects are rounded up before the mystery is cleared. William Powell, Ginger Rogers. Director: Stephen Roberts.
Tarnished Angel (formerly Miracle Racket)
907.. (67)
Oct. 28
Melodrama.
A
nightclub hostess, hiding out
from police, disguises herself as an evangelist
and plots to steal a
priceless necklace until
she discovers her fake “faith cures” are getting results. Sally Ellers, Lee Bowman.
Director: Leslie Goodwins.
They Made Her a Spy. .920. . (67)
Action Drama.
In the belief that

Apr. 14
sabotage was

responsible for her brother’s death, a
young
woman
joins the intelligence bureau and rounds
up a foreign spy ring. Sally Eilers, Allan Lane,
Larry Blake. Director: Jack Hively.
Trouble in Sundown. .983. . (57)
Mar. 24
Western. The town banker, victim of a trumpedup charge of robbery and murder, is in the
soup until the perpetrators are found. George
O’Brien,
Howard.
12

Rosalind

Keith.

Director:

Crowded Hours ..917.. (64)
Action Drama.
A
reporter exposes

the

David
Mar. 3
policy

racket in order to clear his sweetheart’s brother. Richard Dix, Lucille Ball, Allan Lane,
Cyrus W. Kendall. Director: Lew
Landers.

Father O'Flynn. . (67)
J. H. Hoff berg
Drama
with Music. An Irish film about a girl
kept captive by her father in a gambling house.
Tom
Burke, Jeane Adrienne,
Director: Wilfred Noy.

Noel-Noel, Madeliene
rice Cammage.

Robinson.

Director:

Tones.”

Director:

Richard

C.

Kahn.

Champs-Elysees . . (89)
Tri-National
Comedy.
A
narration of the history of the
Champs-Elysees in which the love life of Louis
XV
is highlighted. (In French with English
subtitles.) Sacha Guitry, Jacqueline DeLubac,
Lisette Lanvin.
Director and
author: Sacha
Guitry.
Concentration Camp. . (69)
Drama.
Soviet propaganda

depicting

Amkino
the strug-

gle of the German
workers
against Hitler’s
regime. O. Jakov, S. Shirokova, S. Mezhinsky.
Convicts at Large. . (57)
Principal
Comedy
Drama.
An architect blunders into a
net of racketeers who think he is an escaped
convict who
knows
the hiding place of some
stolen jewels. Ralph Forbes, Paula Stone. Directors: Scott E. Beal and David A. Freedman.

BOXOFFICE

O'Neil.

Foolish Virgin, The. . (80)
Walch
Drama.
An elderly lawyer runs off with a young
girl. Her brother follows and the girl is shot
by mistake in a scuffle. Victor Francen, Juliette
Faber, Gabrielle
mant-Berger.
Forbidden
Musical
puts

Dorziat.

Music. . (64)
Satire. Dictator

Director:

of a

Henry

World
mythical

Dia-

Pictures
kingdom

ban on music so his subjects can concentrate on the national debt. Jimmy
Durante,
Richard Tauber, Diana Napier. Director: Walter
Forde.

Marusia. . (105)
Drama
with Music.

A

Ukrainian

folk

Ukrafilm
drama of

a hunch-back whose love for the town’s fairest
maiden leads to the death of the girl and her
true lover. Stephania Melnvk, Nicholas Stehnitzky. Director: Leo Bulgakov.
Mothers of Today.. (90)
Apex
Drama.
A
Yiddish film portraying the story
of a
mother
whose
one daughter marries a
gangster and a son who
almost forsakes his
rabbinical career for a worthless woman.
Esther
Field, Simon Wolf, Paula Lubelska. Director:
Henry Lynn.
Mutiny

of

the

Elsinore.

. (73)

Regal

Action Drama.
From
Jack London’s forceful
drama
of adventure and mutiny on the high
seas, and the hopes and desperations of these
sea-faring men.
Paul
Lukas, Lyn
Harding.
Director: Roy Lockwood.
Neighbors. . (90)
Comedy.
A Jewish
a

comedy

of

Best Films
errors in which

mixup
in names
brings confusion and romance into the life of a radio announcer. Helen

Gross,

Joseph

Orwid.

Director:

Old Curiosity Shop, The.. (70)
Empire
Period Drama.
From
the Charles Dickens
classic of the same name, in which is portrayed
the beloved
Petrie, Elaine

character of “Little Nell.” Hay
Benson. Director: Thomas Bentley.

a

40 Little

Mothers

(Le

Moche)

. . (95) . .National

Piet.

Comedy.
A bachelor teacher in a girls’ school
tries to smuggle in an abandoned
baby found
on his doorstep. The authorities intervene but
the girls stage a strike to reinstate their teacher.
Lucien Baroux, Philippe, Madeleine Robinson.
Director: Leonide Moguy.
400,000,000, The.. (55)
Garrison
Documentary.
The
real facts behind the undeclared war in China as narrated by Dudley
Nichols, from the camera record of Joris Ivens,
the Dutch producer, and John Ferno. Fredric
March. Music by Hanns Eisler.
Friends. . (97) *
Amkino
Outdoor Drama.
How
the Caucasian tribes were
welded
together as a
revolutionary force In
1917, against their oppressors. Boris Babochkin,
Nikolai Cherkassov, S. Kayukov, K. Daushvill.
Director: L. Arnshtam.
Grand
Illusion. . (92)
World
Drama.
The effects of war are presented in
this drama
depicting the hardships endured by
French army officers in a German
prison camp.
(In French with superimposed English dialogue
titles.) Eric von Stroheim, Jean Gabin, Pierre
Fresnay, Dita Parlo. Director: Jean Renoir.
Great Citizen, The.. (114)
Amkino
Historical. Portraying the events in 1925-26 in
Leningrad at the Red Metal Workers
factory,
which led to the downfall of the Trotskyites,
are purported to be a prelude to the “Moscow Treason Trials.” N. Bogoliubov, I. BerseO. Zhakov.
Director: Friedrich Ermler.

Hatred ..(..)
Drama.
A story of the sea, from
O. P. Gilbert. (In French with
English dialogue titles). Starring

Drama.
famous
Charles

Sonata,

The.

. (79) . . .Foreign

World
the novel by
superimposed
Harry Baur.
Cinema

Arts

A Fiench film version of Leo Tolstoy’s
story and Beethoven’s immortal composition. Gaby Morlay, Jean Yonnel.
Director:
Guichard.

Mau-

Bronze Buckaroo, The.. (59)
Hollywood Piet.
Western with All-Colored Cast. Villains attempt
to acquire a piece of land containing a valuable
gold mine. Herbert Jefferey, Spencer Williams,
“Four

Dennis

Feud of the Range. . (Metropolitan) ..(..). .Dec. 1
Western. Starring Bob Steele with the cast of
Gertrude
Messinger, Richard
Cramer,
Frank
LaRue, Bob Burns, Charles King, Bud Buster,
Jack Ingram, Duke
R. Lee, Jean Cranford.
Director: Harry S. Webb.

Kreutzer
Bouquets From
Nicholas. . (75)
Walch Mar. 1
Satire. A
French satire on American
gangs,
the story revolving around
a
simple flower
vender who
becomes
the dupe of gangsters.

RELEASES

Crossroads. . (80). .
Tri-National
Drama.
An industrialist, plagued by blackmailers, becomes convinced that he was a notorious
thief before he lost his memory.
(French dialogue.) Charles Vanel, Jules Berry, Suzy Prim.
Director: Kurt Bernhardt.

nov,

Big Fella.. (70)
Retlaw
Musical Drama.
A quaint, English water-front
yarn of a hapless family. Paul Robeson, Elisabeth Welch. Director: J. Elder Wills.

CURRENT

Crisis.. (86)
Herbert Kline
Documentary.
A
graphic illustration of the
events leading up to Nazi aggression in the
Sudetenland and Czechoslovakia. Leif Erikson.
Dialogue by Vincent Sheean.

and

State Rights

ON

Life and Loves of Beethoven. . (80)
World
Drama. A
French production bringing the Immortal music of the famous
composer
to the
screen and unfolding his tragic love story. Harry
Baur, Annie Ducaux, Pauley Debucourt, Janny
Holt. Director: Abel Gance.
Mamele. . (100)
Sphinx
Comedy-Drama.
Yiddish film about a widowed
mother who continually makes sacrifices for an
unappreciative clan.
Molly
Picon, Edmund
Avenda, Max
Bozyk.
Directors: Joseph Green,
Konrad
Tom.
Man With the Gun, The.. (88)
Amkino
Drama.
The screen version of a true story of
the peasant whose
accidental meeting
with
Lenin impressed him so much
that he joined
the revolutionary forces of Lenin and Stalin
against Kerensky.
M. Shtraukh, M. Gelovani,
Boris Tenin. Director: Sergei Yutkevich.
Marseillaise ..(..)
World
Drama.
A dramatization of the French Revolution. (In French with superimposed English
dialogue titles.) Pierre Renoir, Louis Jouvet.
Director: Jean Renoir.

Orage (Tempest) . . (73)
Tri-National
Drama.
An engineer gives up his wife for a
temptress who
really loves him, but tragedy
ensues.
Lanvin.

(French dialogue with English subtitles.) Charles Boyer, Michele Morgan, Lisette
Director:

Paroled From
the Big House.. (60)
J.D.K.
Drama.
The story of what happens to paroled
convicts, the
love
interest being
centered
around a girl whose father has been killed by
the gangsters and a
cop masquerading
as a
convict to avenge the death of his pal. Jean
Carmen,
Richard
Adams.
Director: Elmer
Clifton.
Puritan, The.. (85)
Lenauer
Drama.
A psychological study of a young man
who dedicates himself to the cause of erasing
immorality in others, and uses that as an excuse to justify his own
vile acts. Jean-Louis
Barrault, Pierre Fresnay, Viviane
Romance.
Sable Cicada.. (87)
Modern Film Corp.
Historical. A
Chinese historical classic of the
fall of the Han dynasty. Violet Koo, Y. L. Wei,
I. E. Koo. Director: R. Poh.
Sacrifice D’Honneur.
Naval Drama.
A
save

School

. (75)
wife sacrifices

Tri-National
her honor to

her husband from court-martial and dismissal from the naval service. (French dialogue.) Annabella, Victor Francen.
Director:
for

Husbands.

. (72)

Comedy.
An adult film,
derer who demonstrates

. J. H.

Hoff berg

portraying a philanto two
conventional

husbands the advisability of flirting with one’s
respective spouses. Diana
Churchill, Henry
Marton.
Kendall, Romney
Brent.
Director: Andrew

Slipper Episode, The.. (80)
French Film
Farce. Two
casual acquaintances tour a large
slice of Europe to return a missing slipper to a
faithless wife. Betty Stockfield, Roger Trevllle.
Director: Jean De Limur.
Smoky
Trails. .(..). .Metropolitan
Jan. 15
Western. Starring Bob Steele with the cast of
Jean Carmen, Bruce Dane, Murdock MacQuarrie,
Carleton Young, Ted Adams, Frank LaRue, Jim
Aubrey, Bob Terry, Frank
Wayne.
Producer:
Harry S. Webb.
Soviet Border.. (94)
Amkino
Action Drama.
Japanese aggression in the Soviet Far East, and how an heroic Soviet family
repelled the invader. E. Tiapkina, E. Federova.
Director: A. G. Ivanov.
Tarzan and
A
statue
explosive
by
for
Ula

the Green Goddess. . (72) ... .Principal
containing a secret formula for an
is the center of a
rigorous search

an English party and an unscrupulous outfit who fight it out in the Guatemalan
jungle
possession of the formula. Herman
Brix,
Holt. Director: Edward
Kull.

Three Legionnaires. . (63) .... .TT
General
Comedy. Two doughboys stationed in an obscure
Siberian village, unaware that the war is over,
stage some
hectic Incidents that nearly land
them before the firing squad. Robert Armstrong,
Lyle Talbot, Fifi D’Orsay, Donald Meek, Anne
Nagel, Man
Mountain Dean. Director: Hamilton
MacFadden.
Two Sisters. . (79)
Drama.
A
Yiddish

film

Foreign Cinema
portraying the sacri-
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TQGtute*
fices

an

younger
With

a

older

sister

continually

sister. Jennie
senberg. Director: Ben
Smile..

THE

makes

Goldstein,
K. Blake.

for

Michael

(78)

her
Ro-

Malmar

Comedy
with Music. Paris’s leading impresario
hires back his former boss whom
he supplanted
and convinces him that everything in life awaits
those who learn to smile. (In French with English sub-titles.) Maurice Chevalier, Marie Glory.
Director: Maurice Tourneur.

Mysterious Mr. Moto. .912 .. (62)
Oct. 21
Melodrama.
Mr. Moto, on the trail of international assassins, deliberately has himself im-

20 th Century-Fox

Arizona Wildcat. .929. . (69)
Feb. 3
Comedy.
When
her foster-father is accused of
lawlessness, Jane organizes a
band of nightriders to find the guilty party. Jane Withers.
Leo Carrillo. Director: H. I. Leeds.
Charlie Chan in Honolulu. .928. . (65)
Jan. 13
Mystery.
While at home
in Hawaii, awaiting
the birth of his first grandchild, Chan solves a
murder committed on a tramp steamer. Sidney
Brooks.

Director:

H.

Bruce

Hum-

Down
on the Farm. .920. . (61)
Dec. 16
Comedy Drama.
The Jones Family vacations on
a farm, and Pa Jones is forced to make
good
his boasts at the corn-husking bee to win
nomination to the state senate. Jed Prouty,
Spring Byington, Louise Fazenda.
Director:
Malcolm St. Clair.
Everybody’s Baby. .935. . (62)
Mar. 24
Comedy
Drama.
One
of the Jones family
series, in which a quack child psychologist hits
the town and the young mother falls for his
fraud.

Jed Prouty, Shirley Deane, Spring Byington, Russell Gleason. Director: Malcolm
St.

Clair.

prisoned on Devil’s Island, where he "escapes”
member
of the suspected band, who unassassins’
Director:

hideout.
Norman

of the

Baskervilles,

The.

.936. . (80) ..Mar.

31

Melodrama.
A. Conan Doyle’s fictionized detective comes to the screen to end the terror of a
300-year-old curse. Richard Greene, Basil Rathbone, Wendy
Barrie. Director: Sidney Lanfield.
Inside Story. .934. . (61)
Action Drama.
A newspaper

Mar. 10
who meets

man,

a night-club hostess through a "stunt” ad, saves
her from being killed by the owner of the club
who feared her disclosure of a murder to which
she had been an eye-witness. Michael Whalen,
Jean Rogers, Douglas Fowley. Director: Ricardo
Cortez.
Jesse James. .921. . (105)
Outdoor Drama.
The

0
tragic

destiny

of

Jan. 27
Amer-

ica’s boldest desperado. Tyrone Power, Henry
Fonda, Nancy Kelly. Director: Henry King.

Hoad Demon. .918. . (70)
Dec. 2
Action Drama.
Racketeers responsible £or the
killing of an Indianapolis racetrack driver try
similar treatment on his son, but are outwitat

ted by a truckdriver who takes the boy’s place
the wheel. Henry Arthur, Joan Valerie, Henry Armetta, Tom
Beck. Director: Otto Brower.

iSatety in Numbers. .900. . (55)
Comedy
Drama.
The Jones

Sept. 9
Family are taken
stock
a
float
who
by a group of promoters
m
issue to the gullible townsiolk by selling tnem
the idea that the old swamp-water
is laden with
health-giving minerals.
Jed
Prouty, Shirley
Deane,
Spring
Byington.
Director:
Malcolm St.
Clair.

Sharpshooters. .916. . (64)
Nov. 18
Action Drama.
A
couple of roving newsreel
cameramen
save a
boy ruler of a
mythical
European
kingdom
from
assassination. Brian
Bari. Director:
Donlevy, Wally Vernon, Dynn
James Tinling.
Smiling Along. .933. . (85)
Jan. 20
Musical Comedy. The adventures of a troupe of
musical comedy artists which goes on its own
when the manager
tries to chisel on a benefit
show. Gracie Fields, Roger Livesey, Mary Maguire. Director: Monty Banks.
of Alexander Graham
Bell, The
Apr. 14
..938. (97)
The story of a great love that was
Epic Drama.
responsible for one of the greatest inventions
Loretta Young,
Don Ameche,
of all mankind.
Henry Fonda. Director: Irving Cummings.

Straight, Place and Show. .911. . (65)
Sept. 30
Musical. A broken-down
race horse is entereu
Ritz
race.
the
wins
the steeplechase and
m
Bros. Ethel Merman,
Phyllis Brooks. Director:
David Butler.
Submarine

Patrol.

.909. . (95)

Nov.

Oct. 28
Suez. .913. . (104)
Historical drama. A history of the construction
of the Suez Canal, with the love interest woven
who
deserts the man
around a countess who
the wife of Louis Naloves her to become
Loretta
Annabella,
poleon. Tyrone Power,
Director: Allan
Bromberg.
Young, J. Edward
Dwan.

Kentucky . . 923 . . (95) 0
Action Drama.
Family

Thanks

feuding,

Feb. 10
women
planes,

competing for honors in airway races. Alice
Faye, Constance Bennett, Nancy Kelly. Director:
Roy Del Ruth.
for

Everything.

.917. . (70)

Comedy
with Music. The
ing agency tries to make
out of a young man
who

Dec.

23

head of an advertisa human
guinea pig
comes to eollect the

$25,000 prize he won from the agency in a national contest. Adolphe Menjou, Jack Oakie,
Jack Haley, Arleen Whelan.
Director: William
A. Seiter.

Little Princess. .932. . (93) 0
Mar. 17
Comedy
with Music. Little Shirley is treated
like a princess until her father is reported killed
in the Boer War.
She doubts the reports and
runs away from school in search of her father.
Shirley Temple, Richard Greene, Anita Louise,
Arthur Treacher. Director: Walter Lang.

Three Musketeers, The. .927. . (72)
Romantic
Comedy
Drama.
A
musical

Meet the Girls. .910. . (66)
Oct. 7
Comedy
Drama.
Two girls, stranded in Honolulu, inadvertently stow away on a liner bound
for the states and become mixed up in a jewel
theft. June Lang, Lynn
Bari, Erik Rhodes.
Director: Eugene Forde.

Up the River. .924. . (75)
Dec. 9
Comedy. A farce directed at football teams of
penal institutions. Preston Foster, Tony Martin, Phyllis Brooks. Director: Alfred Worker.

Mr. Moto on Danger Island . .937 .. (64)
Apr. 7
Melodrama.
Mr. Moto is called upon by a diamond syndicate to run down a gang of clever
gem
smugglers.
Peter Lorre, Jean Hersholt,
Warren Hymer.
Director: Herbert I. Leeds.

While New
York Sleeps. .934. . (61)
Mar. 10
Action Drama.
A newspaper man, who
meets
a
night-club hostess through a
strange ad,
saves her from being killed by the owner of
the club who feared her disclosure of a murder
to which she had been an eye-witness. Mich-
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Feb. 17
comedy

version of Alexander Dumas’ novel of the love
of a swashbuckling adventurer for a lady-inwaiting.
Don
Ameche,
Ritz Bros., Binnie
Barnes, Gloria Stuart. Director: Allan Dwan.

RELEASES

ael Whalen, Jean Rogers,
rector: Ricardo Cortez.

Douglas

Fowley.

Di-

Wife, Husband
and Friend. .930. . (75)
Mar. 3
Comedy. A business man
with a wife aspiring
to operatic ambitions, takes voice lessons himself to wean her away from the idea. Loretta
Young, Warner
Baxter, Binnie Barnes, Cesar
Romero.
Director: Gregory Ratoff.
Winner Take All. .939. . (61)
Apr. 21
Comedy
Drama.
A crooked promoter makes
a
boxing sensation out of a cowboy by fixing his
fights for him, but it took a girl to turn him
into a real fighter. Tony Martin, Gloria Stuart,
Brower. Armetta, Robert Allen. Director: Otto
Henry

United Artists
Cowboy and the Lady, The.. (91)
Nov. 17
Comedy
Drama.
Gary Cooper, this time as a
cowboy, teaches society folk good manners and
wins the heart of rich Merle Oberon for keeps.
Gary Cooper, Merle Oberon, Patsy Kelly, Walter
Brennan. Director: H. C. Potter.
Drums

(99)

0

Sept. 30

Adventure Drama.
Starring Sabu of “Elephant
Boy” fame, this is a story of military adventure
on England’s imperialistic bypasses In Northern
India, where native tribes try to throw off Great
Britain’s yoke. Sabu,
rector: Zoltan Korda.
Duke

of West

Point,

Raymond

The..

Massey.

(105)

Di-

Dec.

29

Drama.
An arrogant cadet proves to his classmen his unselfishness when he takes the blame
for an infraction of rules to save a friend. Louis
Hayward, Joan Fontaine,
Alfred E. Green.

Tom

Brown.

Director:

King of the Turf.. (87)
Feb. 17
Action Drama.
After years of bad breaks, a
former race track biggie comes back because
of his interest in a young jockey, whom
he later
learns

is his

son.

For

his

son’s

sake,

he

tries

to throw the race, but the boy “double crosses”
him and wins the big handicap. Adolphe Menjou. Roger Daniel, Dolores Costello, Walter
Abel. Director: Alfred Green.
Made
for Each Other.. (85)
Feb. 10
Comedy
Drama.
The story revolves around the
love, trials and
tribulations of a
couple of
newlyweds.
Carole Lombard,
James
Stewart.
Director: John Cromwell.
Prison

Without

Bars..

(79)

Mar.

15

Drama.
The new superintendent of a women’s
prison in France introduces more humane
methods of penology, but loses her lover to an inmate she had
befriended. Corinne Luchaire,
Edna

25

Action Drama. A rich man’s son, working at the
Yard, falls In love with the
Brooklyn Navy
daughter of a munitions freighter skipper, who
over
objects to the boy. But they win him
Richard
U-Boat.
they sink an enemy
when
DirecGreene,
tor: JohnNancy
Ford. Kelly, George Bancroft.

Tail Spin.. 925.. (83)
Action Drama. A saga of pulchritudinous
fliers who
risk their lives in speed

two lovers apart, is forgotten when
the girl’s
horse wins the Kentucky Derby. Loretta Young,
Richard Greene, Ralph Morgan.
Director: David
Butler.

CURRENT

fighter. Lynn
Bari, June
Gale, Guinn
Williams, Michael Whalen.
Director: H.
Bruce
Humberstone.

Just Around the Corner. .915. . (71)
Nov. 11
Comedy
Drama.
America’s
child sweetheart
plays the role of an architect’s daughter, whom
she helps get a new start in his career. Shirley Temple, Joan Davis, Bill Robinson, Charles
Farrell. Director: Irving Cummings.
Dec. 30
which
keeps

ON

Pardon
Our Nerve . . 931 . . (68)
Feb. 24
Comedy
Drama.
Two
girls, jobless and broke,
find adventure and profit in managing
a prize

Story

Five of a Kind. .919. . (83)
Oct. 14
Comedy
Drama.
The Dionne Quints in a dancing and singing role, woven
into a
plot of
two rival newspaper reporters, one a girl, who
attempt to scoop each other on every occasion
until they agree to pool their interests in marriage. Dionne Quintuplets, Claire Trevor, Cesar
Romero.
Director: Herbert I. Leeds.
Hound

a

wittingly leads him to the
Peter Lorre, Mary Maguire.
Foster.

Always in Trouble. .914. . (70)
Nov. 4
Comedy
Drama.
Jane Withers tries to get her
family to give up their social-climbing ideas
after her father suddenly becomes
a
multimillionaire, and plunges everything into a turmoil. which is straightened out by the U. S.
Coast Guard. Jane Withers, Eddie Collins, Jean
Rogers, Nana
Bryant. Director: Joseph Santley.

C HECK-UP

Mr. Moto’s Last Warning. .926. . (71)
Jan. 20
Melodrama.
Moto masquerades as an Oriental
shopkeeper to trap a renegade who tries to blow
up the French fleet as it enters Port Said, thus
averting a world war.
Peter Lorre, Ricardo
Cortez, Virginia Field. Director: Norman
Foster.

with

Toler, Phyllis
berstone.

COMPLETE

Best,
Wisher,
Barry
rector: BrianSally
Desmond
Hurst.

Stagecoach. . (92)
Outdoor Drama.
Portrays
that transpire during a
Claire

Trevor,
John
rector: John Ford.

Barnes.

Di-

Mar. 3
the harrowing events
stagecoach journey.

Wayne,

Andy

Devine.

Di-

There Goes My
Heart.. (84)
Oct. 14
Comedy
Drama.
A young heiress working in a
department store meets and falls in love with
a newspaper man with an aversion to heiresses.
Fredric March, Virginia Bruce, Patsy Kelly. Director: Norman Z. McLeod.
Topper Takes a Trip.. (78)
Comedy
Fantasy.
Continues

the

Jan.
adventures

12
of

Topper and his spiritual ghost. Topper’s wife
seeks a
divorce because of “another woman”
who turns out to be a ghost. Constance Bennett, Roland Young, Billie Burke.
Director:
Norman
Z. McLeod.
Trade Winds.. (94)
Action Drama.
A
private detective
girl around the globe as a
murder

Dee. 22
irau- a
suspect,

brings her back and proves her innocent. Fredric March, Joan Bennett, Ralph Bellamy, Ann
Sothern. Director: Tay Garnett.
Wuthering Heights. . (103)
Apr. 7
Drama.
From
Emile Bronte’s novel of a lovecrazed man whose unrelenting hatred in his revenge against a lost love, warped the lives of
those around him. Merle Oberon, Laurence Olivier. Director: William Wyler.
Young
in Heart.. (90)
Comedy
Drama.
A
vagabond
family
vited by a rich, kindly old lady, to live

Oct. 27
is Inat her

home.
They accept with the idea of influencing her to will them her fortune, but the old
lady’s faith in each member
of the family
causes them
to settle down.
Janet Gaynor,
Douglas Fairbanks jr., Roland Young, Minnie
Dupree.
Director: Richard Wallace.
Zenobia ..(71)

Apr.

21

Comedy.
A
village doctor treats a
sick elephant, who develops a strong affection for her
benefactor and
becomes
a
6,000-pound pest.
Oliver
Hardy,
don Douglas.

Harry

Dangdon.
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Universal
liigr Town

Czar.

. (. . )

Apr.

21

Exposed . . 3032 . . (63)
Nov. 4
Action Drama.
A
girl reporter and a
former
prominent prosecutor on the trail of a bandit
gang succeed in rounding up the criminals and
bringing them to justice. Glenda Farrell, Otto
Kruger. Director: Harold Schuster
Family Next Door.. (63)
Mar. 31
Comedy.
A couple spend their savings to buy
land and are about to lose their investment
when they discover rich mineral deposits in the
soil. Hugh Herbert, Ruth Donnelly, Joy Hodges.
Director: Joseph Santley.
Ship. . 3023 .. (60)
Drama.
A
young

girl

takes

Jan. 20
over the

operation of her father’s gambling vessel when
he is murdered by a notorious rival. Romance
blooms when
a
G-Man
comes
to the rescue.
Robert
Wilcox, Helen
Mack,
Irving Pichel.
Director: Aubrey Scotto.
Ghost Town Riders. .3054. . (54)
Dec. 16
Western. A
gang of crooks try to steal the
claim on mining property owned by a girl, but
the hero wipes them
out in a gunfight. Bob
Baker, Fay Shannon.
Director: George Waggner.
Guilty

Trails.

.3052.

. (57)

Oct. 21

Western.
Bob
Baker
gives up
hia sheriff’s
badge after the father of his girl dies. He becomes foreman of the girl’s ranch to help her
pay off a note. He finds the note fraudulent
and the holder the murderer. Bob Baker, Marjorie Reynolds. Director: George Waggner.
His Exciting Night (formerly Adam’s
Evening) . .3036. . (63)
Nov. 11
Comedy.
Charlie Ruggles is the victim of a
series of practical jokes on the first night of
his wedding, being snatched from his bride and
getting involved with a blonde. Director: Gus
Meins.
Honor of the West. .3055. . (58)
Jan. 13
Western. A
sheriff resigns rather than arrest
his pal whom
he knows
is guilty of cattle
rustling, but he captures the gang after his
friend is killed. Bob
Baker, Marjorie Bell,
Carleton Young.
Director: George Waggner.
Lady in the Morgue, The. .2027. . (70)
Apr. 22
Mystery Drama.
A Crime Club mystery wherein the body of a murdered
woman
disappears
from the morgue. Preston Foster, Frank Jenks,
Rowland
Drew. Patricia Ellis. Director: Otis
Garrett.
East Express, The. . 3028. . (63)
Oct. 28
Mystery Drama.
An underworld chief hires a
private detective to retrieve damaging evidence
made against him. In the pursuit of which he
is faced with the solution of two
murders.
Kent Taylor, Dorothea Kent, Addison Richards.
Director: Otis Garrett.
East Warning, The. .3027. . (63)
Jan. 6
Mystery Melodrama.
One of the Crime Club
series, in which Detective Crane is called in to
track down the “Eye,” a mysterious extortionist.
Preston P'oster, Frank
Jenks, Joyce Compton.
Director: A1 Rogell.
Eittle Tough Guys In Society. .3011. . (70) . .Nov. 25
Drama.
The family physician for a
wealthy
family prescribes as a cure for their spoiled and
sullen child, his association with poor boys from
the East Side of New
York.
Jackie Searl,
Mary Boland, Mischa Auer, Little Tough Guys.
Director: Erie Kenton.
Mystery of the White Room . . 3037 . . (58) . . Mar. 17
Melodrama.
Mystery stalks through hospital
corridors when the head surgeon is killed while
performing an operation. Bruce Cabot, Helen
Mack, Joan Woodbury.
Director: Otis Garrett.
Newsboys’ Home. .3015. . (73)
Dec. 23
Action Drama.
A newsboy helps his boss win
a circulation war against an opposition paper,
and helps the editor win the girl he loves.
Jackie Cooper, Edmund
Lowe, Wendy
Barrie.
Director: Harold Young.
Pirates of the Skies. . 3033. . (61)
Feb. 3
Action Drama.
A daredevil transport flier joins
the State Air Force and uncovers a
gang of
crooks who have been transporting their stolen
loot by plane. Kent Taylor, Rochelle Hudson,
Lucien Littlefield. Director: Joe McDonough.
Prairie Justice. .3053. . (57)
Nov. 4
Western. The murderer of Bob Baker’s father
and leader of a gang of outlaws undermining
Dorothy Fay’s ranch, turns out to he the latter’s uncle. Bob
Baker, Dorothy
Fay, Jack
Rockwell. Director: George Waggner.
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CURRE
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Risky Business. .3029. . (78)
Mar. 3
Melodrama.
A hard-boiled newspaper columnist
interests himself in the news angle behind the

Action Drama.
A big- shot gangster makes
a
strong impression on his younger brother, who
leaves school to join his gang. But tragedy
soon takes the place ot glamour. Barton MacLane, Tom
Brown, Eve Arden.
Director: Arthur Dubin.

Gambling
Action

ON

:: April 15, 1939

abduction of a movie financier’s daughter, but
loses his life to save the girl. George Murphy,
Dorothea
Kent,
Eduardo
Ciannelli, Frances
Robinson.
Director: Arthur Lubin.
Secrets of a Nurse. .3022. . (69)
Dec. 9
Action Drama.
A criminal lawyer sacrifices his
reputation to save his rival, a
young boxer,
who
has been framed
In the killing of his
manager.
Edmund
Lowe,
Helen
Mack,
Dick
Foran. Director: Arthur Lubin.
Service De Luxe. .3013. . (85)
Oct. 21
Comedy.
A young woman,
operating a personal
service bureau is called upon by an eccentric
millionaire to sidetrack his nephew, and does
herself a personal service by saving the latter
iiom her man-crazy
rival. Constance Bennett.
Vincent Price. Director: Rowland
V. Lee.
Society Smugglers (formerly Key Woman)
3024.. (70)
Feb. 24
Drama.
A member
of the Treasury Department
trails

a gang of
ating as luggage
ter, Irene Hervey.

Soil

of

international smugglers opermanufacturers.
Preston FosDirector: Joe May.

Frankenstein.

.3004. . (94)

Jan.

13

Horror Drama.
A
scientist’s son sets out to
redeem
his father’s name
and
succeeds in
destroying the monster.
Basil Rathbone, Boris
Karloff, Bela Lugosi. Director: Rowland
V.
Lee.
Spirit of Culver. .3014. . (90)
Mar. 10
Drama.
A war orphan in a military school is
embittered over the belief his father was killed
in action in the World
War.
Jackie Cooper,
Freddie Bartholomew, Henry Hull, Andy Devine.
Director: Joseph Santley.
Storm, The . . 3016 . . (78)
Oct.28
Melodrama.
Men battle the elements and each
other In this drama of two feuding brothers and
a heartless ship captain who sends one of two
wireless operators needlessly to his death.
Charles Bickford, Preston Foster,
Lane. Director: Harold Young.

Barton

Mac-

Strange Faces. .3035. . (66)
Dec.2
Action Drama.
A gangster, murdering an honest
citizen whom
he resembles. Is nipped by two
reporters in his attempt to marry
the town’s
rich heiress. Frank
Jenks, Leon Ames, Dorothea Kent. Director: Errol Taggart.
Swing, Sister, Swing. .3021. . (69)
Dec. 16
Musical. A high-powered press-agent brings a
group of hometown
swing artists to New
York
to present their new
dance, “The
Baltimore
Bubble.” Ken
Murray, Johnny
Downs,
Eddie
yuillan. Director: Joseph Santley.
Swing That Cheer. . 3026. . (63)
Comedy
Drama.
Two
college

Oct. 14
football team

players who can’t get along set their prejudices
aside when they learn the coach’s job depends
on their winning the games. Tom
Brown, Andy
Devine, Constance
Moore.
Director: Harold
Schuster.
That Certain Age . . 2007 . . (95)
Oct. 7
Musical Comedy.
A group of adolescents, whose
play-rehearsing in an empty house is disrupted
by new tenants moving
the house to make them
Melvyn Douglas, Jackie
ward Ludwig.

in, arrange to "haunt”
move.
Deanna Durbin.
Cooper. Director: Ed-

Three Smart Girls Grow Up. .3001. . (87) .. .Mar. 24
Comedy
With Music. Sequel to its predecessor,
“Three Smart
Girls,” in which
complications
and
misunderstandings arise when
one sister
becomes engaged.
Deanna
Durbin, Nan
Grey,
Helen Parrish. Director: Henry Koster.
You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man. .3005. . (76) . .Feb. 17
Comedy.
Gags and guffaws against a
circus
background. W. C. Fields, Edgar Bergen, Charlie
McCarthy.
Director: George Marshall.
Youth Takes a Fling. .3012. . (78)
Sept. 30
Comedy
Drama.
A
farm boy, with ambitions
to go to sea, comes to the city, meets and falls
in

love,

and against the girl’s wishes,
termined to realize his ambition.
On

Is deboard

boat he becomes seasick and goes back to shore
and the girl. Joel McCrea, Andrea Leeds, Frank
Jenks. Director: Archie Mayo.

Warner Bros .

Brother

Rat . . 355. . (89)

James

Dawn
Patrol. .303. . (103)
Dec. 24
Action Drama.
The lives of two British fliers
on the western front during the World
War.
Errol Flynn, Basil Rathbone.
Director: Edmund
Goulding.
Devil’s Island. .313. . (62)
Jan. 7
Action Drama.
A famous surgeon, unjustly sentenced to the infamous Island, heads an escape
party, which ironically is picked up by a ship
bound for the colony. Boris Karloff, Nedda
Harrigan,
James
liam Clemens.

StephenOct. 29

Stephenson.

Director:

Wil-

Dodge City . . 304 . . ( 104) 0
Apr. 8
Outdoor Drama.
A spectacle of the west back
in ’72 when
the railroad reached Southwest
Kansas and the steers out of Texas made that
outpost town
a
roaring beehive of activity.
Errol Flynn, Olivia De
Havilland.
Director:
Michael Curtiz.
Hard to Get. .310. .(79)
Nov. ft
Comedy.
A young would-be architect, working
in a gasoline station, refuses to accept as a
charge the gas bought by a wealthy, spoiled
heiress, and forces her to work it out. Dick
Powell, Olivia de Havilland, Charles Winninger.
Director: Ray Enright.
King of the Underworld. . 317 .. (69)
Jan. 28
Melodrama.
A woman
doctor avenges the murder of her husband by temporarily blinding a
mob
of gangsters, thus aiding the police in
their capture. Humphrey
Bogart, Kay Francis,
James Stephenson. Director: Lewis Seiler.
Nancy Drew, Detective. . 319. . (65)
Nov. 12
Drama.
Bonita Granville turns detective to expose Charles Trowbridge, who
drugs wealthy
old women
out of the way, then takes their
fortune. Bonita Granville, John Li tel, Frankie
Thomas.
Director: William Clemens.
Off

the

Record

(formerly

Unfit

to

Print)

314.. (68)
Jan. 21
Drama.
A
girl reporter marries a newspaperman so they can care for a youngster who has
been made the tool of a gambling ring. Through
the boy they find the leader. Joan Blondell,
Flood.
Pat O’Brien, Bobby
Jordan. Director: James
Oklahoma
Kid. . 308 . . (80)
Mar. 11
Outdoor Drama. A notorious outlaw avenges the
murder of his father and brother, at the same
time ridding a pioneer town from the rule of
the gambler responsible for the murders. James
Cagney, rector:
Humphrey
Lloyd Bacon. Bogart,
On

Rosemary

Trial . . 323 . . (62)

Melodrama.
A
play, in which

Lane.

Di-

Apr.

refuses to lift a finger in his own
fense. His wife disappears but turns up at
moment
to convince the jury that

right

1

dramatization of Elmer
Rice’s
the main character, on trial for

murder,

dethe
her

husband’s act was justified. John Litel, Margaret Lindsay, James
Stephenson.
Director:
Terry Morse.
Secret

Service

of

the

Air . . 320 . . (61)

Mar.

4

Action

Drama.
Based on the federal government’s activities in rounding up a ring of crooks
smuggling aliens into the country across the
Mexican border. Ronald Reagan, Ila Rhodes.
Director: Noel Smith.

Sisters, The . . 302 . . (99)
Oct. 15
Drama.
Portrays the lives and loves of three
sisters and the type of man
each one marries.
Bette Davis,
Errol
Flynn, Anita Louise. Director: Anatole
Litvak.
They

Made

Me

a

Criminal.

.307. . (89)

Jan.

13

Comedy
Drama.
The social reform of a hardboiled fighter who, thinking himself guilty of
murder, hides out on an Arizona fruit ranch.
John
Garfield, Claude
Rains, Ann
Sheridan,
Dead End Kids. Director: Busby Berkeley.
Torchy Gets Her Man. .318. . (62)
Nov. 19
Comedy
Drama.
The sixth of the Torchy Blane
series, in which
a
counterfeiter poses as a
G-Man

to gain police confidence, but is exposed by a girl reporter. Glenda Farrell, Barton
MacLane,
Kennedy.
Director: William Beaudine. Tom

Wings

Adventures of Jane Arden. .321. . (58)
Mar. 18
Action Drama.
From
the newspaper
comic
strip cartoon, detailing the adventures of the
feminine star reporter, who is assigned to trace
down
the mysterious killing of a society girl.
Rosella Towne, William Gargan,
son. Director: Terry Morse.

Comedy.
From
the Broadway
hit stage play,
revolving around the escapades and romances of
cadets at Virginia Military Institute. Wayne
Morris, Eddie Albert, Ronald Reagan, Priscilla
Lane. Director: William Keighley.

of

the

Navy.

.309. . (89)

Feb.

11

Action
A pilot,
his abrother’s
success Drama.
in the naval
air jealous
service,of sets
record
of his own. George Brent, Olivja de Havilland,
John Payne. Director: Lloyd Bacon.
Women
in the Wind.
Action Drama.
An
for an operation on

.316. . (65)
Apr. 15
aviatrix, in need of money
her crippled brother, enters

the women’s air derby, and ends up a la “Wrong
Way’’ Corrigan. Kay Francis, William Gargan,
Victor Jory. Director: John Farrow.
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Gentleman

(20th-Fox)

(RKO)

Mar.

B

Big
Big

Fella
Town

(Retlaw) Feb.
Czar (Univ)

Blackwell’s Island (FN)
Blazing Sixes < WB)
Blondie (Col) Nov. 5
Blondie Meets the Boss
Mar. 4
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Mar. 11

Nicholas

3

Mar.

4

(Col)
(Walch)

Burn ’Em
Jan. 14
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Secret

O’Connor
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(M-G-M)
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Cafe Society (Para) Feb. 11
Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
California Frontier (Col) Dec. 24
Campus Confessions (Para) sept. 17

(20th-Fox) Dec. 24
Christmas Carol, A (M-G-M), Dec. 17
Cipher Bureau (GN) Oct. 29
Citadel, The (M-G-M)
Oct. 29
Come
On, Rangers (Rep) Dec. 3
Comet Over Broadway
(FN), Dec. 17
Concentration Camp
(Amk)
Mar. 18
Convicts at Large (SR) Dec. 24
Convict’s Code (Mono) Feb. 18
Cowboy and the Lady (UA) Nov.
Crashing Through (GN)
Crime Takes a Holiday (Col) May
Crisis (Kline) Apr. 1
Crossroads (SR) Dec. 31

26
7

E

Dec.

3

Family' Next Door, The (Univ)
Fast and Loose (M-G-M)
Feb.
Father O’Flynn (SR) Jan. 21
Federal Man-Hunt
(Rep) Jan.
Feud of the Range (SR)
Fighting Thoroughbreds (Rep)
Jan. 21
Mar.

18
14

11

Fisherman’s Wharf
(RKO)
Feb. 4
Five of a Kind (20th-Fox) Oct. 15
Flirting With Fate (M-G-M). Dec. 3
Flying Irishman, The (RKO)
Mar. 11
Foolish Virgin (SR) Jan. 21
Forbidden Music (SR) Jan. 14
Forged Passport (Rep) Feb. 11
40 Little Mothers (SR) Dec. 31
Four Daughters (FN) Aug. 20

Kicks

My Son Is
Mysterious
Mysterious
Mystery
Mar. 18of

Jesse James (20th-Fox) Jan. 21
Just Around the Corner (20th-Fox)
Nov. 5
Juvenile Court (Col) Sept. 10

From

Texas,

The

(RKO)

Starlight
8

of the

AVhite

Apr. 1
Mystery Plane

Room

(Mono)

N

o

Orage (SR) Dec. 24
Orphans of the Pecos (Vic)
Orphans of the Streets (Rep) Dec.
OutNov.
West26 With Hardys (M-G-M)

Pacific Liner (RKO)
Pagliaoei (GB)
Nerve

17

Aug.

31

(20th-Fox)

11

Red

River

24

25

Little Princess (20th-Fox) Feb.
Little Tough Guys in Society
(Univ) Nov. 26
Lone Star Pioneers (Col)

25

Lone Wolf Spy Hunt (Col)
Long Shot (GN) Dec. 31
Lost Patrol (RKO)
reissue
Love Affair (RKO)
Mar.

28

3

11

Made for Each Other (UA) Feb. 11
Mad ]\Hss Manton (RKO)
Oct. 15
Man to Remember,
A (RKO)
(Rep) Aug. 13
Mamele
(SR) Jan. 21
Man
With 100 Faces (GB) Nov. 19
Man AAith the Gun (Amk)
Feb. 18
Marseillaise (World)
Marusia (SR) Dec. 31
Meet the Girls (20th-Fox) July 23
Men AATith Wings (Para) Oct. 29
Mexicali Rose (Rep) Apr. 1
Midnight (Para) Mar. 11
Mothers of Today (Apex) Mar. 18
Mr. Moto on Danger Island
(20th-Fox) Mar. 18
Mr. Moto’s Last Warning
(20thFox) Dec. 24

Sable

Range
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Sergeant
Shadows

17

T

(Prin)of June
Terror
Tiny 18Town
(Col) July
Texas Stampede (Col)
Thanks for Everything (RKO)
Dec. 10
Thanks for the Memory
(Para)
Nov. 12

30

They
Mar.Made
25

Her

a

Spy

(RKO)

They Made
Jan. 7

Me

a

Criminal

(WB)

legionnaires (Gen’l)
Musketeers
(20th-Fox)
of
a Kind (Inv)
Smart

Girls

Grow

Feb.

11

Up

(SR)

of a

Nurse

25

Tough
Trade

Detective

Kid (Mono)
Winds (UA)

Feb.

26
10

Sept. 17
Sharpshooters (20th-Fox) Sept.
Shine On, Harvest Moon (Rep)

Up

the

River

Fight (M-G-M)
Oct. 9

From

(20th-Fox)

v

Love

27

Nov.

(M-G-M)

12

Oct. 8

Wanted by the Police (Mono)
West of the Santa Fe (Col) Dec. 24
Western Jamboree (Rep) Dec. 24
Where
the Buffalo Roam
(Mono)
Oct. 29
While
Oct.

New
22

York

19
25

24

(20th-Fox)

Winner Take All (20th-Fox) Feb. 25
W’ings of tine Navy (WB) Jan. 21
With a Smile (Malmar) Feb. 18
Within the Law (M-G-M)
Mar. 18
Woman
Doctor (Rep) Feb. 4
Women
in the Wind (WB) Feb. 4
Wuthering Heights (UA) Apr. 1

Y

17

Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN)
Feb. 11
Y'ou Can’t Cheat an Honest Man
You(Univ)
Can’t Feb.
Take25 It With
Sept. 3
Young
Young
Youth

26

Jan.

Sleeps

Whispering Enemies (Col) Jan. 7
Wife, Husband
and Friend
(20th-Fox) Feb. 18
Wild Horse Canyon (Mono) Jan. 7

Society Lawyer (M-G-M)
Apr. 1
Society Smugglers (Univ) Mar. 11
Song of the Buckaroo (Mono) Jan. 14
Son of Frankenstein (Univ) Jan. 21
Soviet Border (Amk)
Mar. 4
Spawn of the North (Para) Aug. 27
Spring Madness
(M-G-M)
Nov.
Spirit of Culver (Univ) Mar. 4
Stablemates (M-G-M)
Oct. 8
Stagecoach (UA) Feb. 11

24

W

Slip|M*r EpKode
(French) June 18
Smashing the Spy Ring (Col) Jan. 2S
Dec.

Dec.

Undercover Agrent (Mono)
liiulvr suspicion (Col) Nov.
Under the Big: Top (Mono)

Shining Hour (M-G-M) Nov. 19
Silver on the Sage (Para) Feb. 18
Sisters, The (WB)
Oct. 8

Smiling Along (20th-Fox)
Smoky
Trails (SR)

(SR)

11

u

Vacation

Nov.

(Col) reviewed
of Missing Men)

Sept. 11
Trigger Pals (GN) Jan. 21
Trouble in Sundown
(RKO)
Mar.
Twelve Crowded Hours (RKO)
Feb. 18
Two Sisters

4

(Univ)

(Para)

Jan. 14
Dec. 31

Trapped by G-Men
under title (River
(Rep)

Madden
(M-G-M)
Mar.
Over Shanghai (GN)

Stand Up and
Stand-In (UA)

Sawyer,

Dec. 24
Topper Takes a Trip (UA) Jan. 7
Torchy Blane in Chinatown (FN)
Torchy Gets Her Man (WB)
Oct. 16
Touchdown,
Army
(Para) Oct. 1

Fe Stampede (Rep) Dec. 17
in French (Para) Nov. 26
for Husbands
(SR) Jan. 28
Service of the Air (WB)
11

Secrets

Sweethearts (M-G-M)
Dec. 24
Swing, Sister, Swing (Univ) Dec.
Swing That Cheer (Univ)

Tom

Sacrifice D’Houneur (SR) Dec. 31
safety in Numbers
(20th-Fox)
Aug. 13
Saint Strikes Back, The (RKO)
Feb. 18
Santa
Say It
School
Secret
Feb.

(GN)

Thundering
West
(Univ) Mar.
25 (Col)
Titans of the Deep (GN)

Risky Business (Univ) Mar. 11
Road Demon
(20th-Fox) Aug. 27
Rollin’ AA^estward (Mono)
Romance
of the Redwoods
(Col)
Room
Service (RKO)
Sept. 17
Rough Riders Roundup
(Rep)
Kough Riding Rhythm
(Conn)

(World

Murder
Case
1
Trail (Para)

6

20

s

Feb.

Sunset
Apr.
Sunset

Three

Rhythm
of the .Saddle (Rep) Nov.
Ride a Crooked Mile (Para) Dec.
Ride
’Em Cowgirl
Rio Grande
(Col) (GN) Jan. 28

23

The

Sept. 24
Submarine Patrol (20th-Fox) Nov.
Sudden Money (Para) Mar. 25
Suez (20th-Fox) Oct. 22
Sundown
on the Prairie (Mono)

Three
Three
Three

B

Apr. 8
King of Alcatraz (Para) Oct. 8
King of Chinatown (Para) Mar.
King of the Turf (UA) Feb. 18
King of the Underworld (WB)
Jan. 14

(20th-

That Certain Age (Univ) Oct. 8
There Goes My Heart (UA) Oct. 1
There’s
That Woman
Again (Col)
Dec. 17

Peek’s Bad Boy With the Circus
(RKO)
Nov. 26
Persons in Hiding (Para) Jan. 28
Pirates of the Skies (Univ)
Prairie Justice (Univ)

(M-G-M)

Jan.

Dec.

Paris Honeymoon
(Para) Dec.
Paroled From the Big House
(SR)

Show
Meade,

Tail Spin (20th-Fox) Feb. 4
Tarnished Angel (RKO)
Oct. 29
Tarzaii and the Green Goddess

Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Mar. 18
Old Curiosity Shop (SR) Dec. 24
On Trial (WB)
Mar. 25

Our
19

(Mono)

(Col) Oct. 29
Strange Faces (Univ) Dec. 10
Stranger From
Arizona (Col)

4

Nancy Drew, Detective (WB)
Nancy Drew, Reporter (FN) Jan. 28
Navy Secrets (Mono) Feb. 18
Neighbors (SR) Dec. 24
Never Say Die (Para) Mar. 11
Newsboys Home
(Univ) Jan. 28
Next Time I Marry (RKO)
Dec. 10
Night Hawk
(Hep) Oct. 1
Night Riders (Rep) Apr. 8
North of Shanghai (Col) Mar. 11
North of the Yukon (Col)

Pardon
Nov.

Texas

Straight, Place and
Fox) Oct. 1
Strange Case of Dr,

(Univ)

Mar.

Over

Star
of Midnight
(RKO) reissue
Sept.
24
Star Reporter (Mono) Feb. 25
St, Louis Blues (Para) Jan. 28
Storm Over Bengal (Rep) Nov. 19
Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox) Apr. 8

a Criminal (Col) Mar. 18
Mr. Moto (20th-Fox)
Rider (Para) Sept. 24
Mr. AVong (Mono)

Prairie Moon (Rep) Oct. 29
Pride of the Navy (Rep) Jan. 28
Prison Without Bars (UA) Feb.
Puritan, The (Lenauer) Mar. 18
Pygmalion
(M-G-M)
Dec. 10

E
Kid

Off

Detective (Mono) Oct.
the Elsinore (Regal)

P

M

F

Doodle

I
I Am
a Criminal (Mono), Dec. 3
I Stand Accused (Rep) Oct. 22
I Was a Convict (Rep) Feb. 25
Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Feb. 18
Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
If I Were King (Para) Oct. 1
Illegal Traffic (Para) Nov. 5
I’m From Missouri (Para) Mar. 25
Inside Story (20th-Fox) Oct. 22

Listen, Darling (M-G-M)
Oct. 22
Little Adventuress (Col)
Little Orphan Annie (Para), Dec.
Little Pal (Mono)

Easy Money (Inv)
Everybody Danoe (GB)

(Col)

Hardys Ride High, The (M-G-M)
Hard to Get (WB) Nov. 12
Hatred
(World)
Heart of the North (FN), Dec. 17
His Exciting Night (Univ) Dec. 10
Home
on the Prairie (Rep) Feb. 18
Homicide Bureau (Col) Feb. 11
Honolulu (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
Hound
of the Baskervilles, The
(20th-Fox) Apr. 1
Huckleberry Finn (M-G-M)
Feb. 18

Let Freedom
Ring (M-G-M)
Let Us Live (Col) Feb. 18
Lite and Loves of Beethoven
Films) Dec. 26

Drifting Westward
(Mono) Mar. 25
Dramatic School (M-G-M), Dec. 10
Drums
(UA) Aug. 6
Duke of West Point (UA) Dec. 24

Offenders

Gangster’s Boy (Mono) Nov. 12
Garden of the Moon
(FN) July 30
Ghost Town
Riders (Univ)
Girl Downstairs (M-G-M)
Dec. 31
Girls on Probation (FN) Oct. 29
Girls’ School (Col) Oct. 1
Going Places (FN) Dec. 24
Grand Illusion (World)
Great Citizen, The (Amk)
Jan. 28
Great Man Votes (RKO)
Jan. 14
Great Waltz (M-G-M) Nov. 12
Guilty Trails (Univ)
Gun Packer (Mono) Nov. 19
Gunga Din (RKO)
Feb. 4

Ladyr Vanishes (GB) Oct. 15
Last Warning
(Univ) Dec. 10
Law of the Texan (Col) Oct. 29
Lawless Valley (RKO)
Nov. 5
12

Mr.

Do Not Recall the Producer or Distributor. All Pictures Listed
Company
Headings. Date Following Title is Issue of Review.

Sept. 10
Mr. AVong,
Mutiny on
Feb. 25

Mystery

Lady and the Mob, The (Col)
Mar. 11
Lady Buckaroo (GN)
Lady in the Morgue (Univ) Oct.

29

Devil’s Island (WB)
Jan. 7
Disbarred (Para) Jan. 14
Dodge City (WB)
Apr. 8
Down
in Arkansaw
(Rep) Nov.
Down
on the Farm
(20th-Fox),
Oct. 15

first

24
10

L

D

Everybody’s Baby (20th-Fox)
Exile Express (GN) Feb. 18
Exposed (Univ) Nov. 26

Gambling Ship (Univ) Dec.
Gang Bullets (Mono) Dec.

i

Champs -Ely sees (Tri- National)
Feb. 25
Charlie Chan
in Honolulu

Dangerous Secrets (GN) Oct.
Dark Victory (FN) Mar. 11
Dawn
Patrol (WB)
Dec. 24

1

H

18

Boy Slaves (RKO)
Jan 21
Boy Trouble (Para) Feb. 4
Broadway
Musketeers (FN) Oct. 29
Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Apr. 8
Bronze Buckaroo (SR) Jan. 21
Brother Rat (WB)
Oct. 22
Bulldog Drummond’s
(Para) Apr. 8

28
25

G

11

Always in Trouble (20th-Fox) Aug. 20
Angels With Dirty Faces (FN)
Oct. 29
Annabel Takes a Tour (RKO) Oct. 22
Arizona Legion (RKO)
Jan. 14
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox) Nov 12
Arkansas Traveler (Para) Oct. 8
Arrest Bulldog Drummond
(Para)
Nov. 26
Artists and Models Abroad
(Para) Nov. 5
Asking for Trouble (GB)

Back Door to Heaven
(Para)
Beachcomber, The (Para) Dec.
Beauty for the Asking (RKO)
Jan. 28

of a Picture, but
Under the Proper

Four Girls in White (M-G-M) Jan
400,000,000, The (Garrison) Mar.
Friends (SR) Jan. 21
Frontier Pony Express (Rep)
Frontier Scout (GN) Sept. 17
Frontiersmen (Para), Nov. 26
Fugitives tor a Night (RKO)
Oct.

Adventure in the Sahara (Col)
Dec. 24
Adventures of Jane Arden (WB)
Feb. 18
Ali Baba
Oct. 30
Almost a

Index of Feature Releases

Exhibitors Who
Know
the Title
INDEX
in Alphabetical Order

7

You

(Col)

Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Oct. 22
in Heart (UA) Nov. 12
Takes a Fling (Univ) Oct. 1

Zenobia

z

(UA)

Mar.

18

SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT,

THEATRES.

@leatlna 4jou.se

SERVICES

Classified Ads 10c Per Word, Payable in Advance.
GENERAL

EQUIPMENT

USED

DUO “SOUND MASTER”
sound heads
with the gyro-stabilizer. Amplifiers with
copper oxide rectified DC exciter supply.
Speakers. Two-way horn systems. If not
at your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
BUY
cash

NOW — We

will quote

you

special

prices, 15% above MANUFACTURING cost — all silent multiple rotor blowers; all sizes of washed air units. If interested, get in touch with us. These prices

are good until May 1. DEALERS WANTED. Rainbow Mist Spray Nozzles, lots of
100 or more — 32c. Years of experience has
taught us how to serve you. Several slightly used blowers for sale — BARGAIN. Peterson “Freezem” Manufacturing & Sales
Co., 316 Southwest Blvd., Kansas City, Mo.

B-1108, Boxoffice,
sas City, Mo.

WEATHER —

DUO “SOUND MASTER”— The Golden
Voice of the Silver Screen. New low cost
economy and junior models. If not at
your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
DUO

“LIGHT MASTER”
super low intensity projection lamps. More light at no
increase in operating cost. If not at your
dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

ARTIFICIAL LEATHER
MOLESKIN—
81c per yd.; Sateen, 60c yd. Six seats
from two yards. Samples on request.

ALL
New
Door

MAKES

116 Merrimac

St., Bos-

BUY,

LEASE,
—

CHANGERS

—

HELP

CHAIRS

plan.

FOR SALE — 500 upholstered theatre
chairs, spring bottom. Contact McArthur
Theatre Equipment Co., 2501 Cass Ave.,
Detroit.

WANTED

theatre equipment. Liberal commissions paid, competitive prices, finance
State
4704

qualifications.

E. 9th

B-1109,

St., Kansas

POSITIONS

City,

Box-

Mo.

WANTED

PROJECTIONIST — 11 years’ experience;
any equipment. Box 1136, Buckeye, Ariz.

ARE YOU
FROM
MISSOURI?
We’ll
prove you can reseat inexpensively. Thousands of used chairs to choose from, 75c
up. Free list. S.O.S. Cinema Supply
Corp., New York.

MANAGER — 9 years’ experience; young,
interested in future; married; go anywhere.
B-1105, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo.

4,000 used American, Heywood and Irwin chairs with upholstered spring-cushion seats; excellent condition; priced very
reasonable. Cinema Seating Co., 4431 N.
Kimball, Chicago, 111.

STRIPS

Durable,

town

Illinois.

EXPERIENCED
AGENTS
AND
PROJECTIONISTS wanted to sell nationally
known

Modern,

small

Indiana,

Late

at $85.00; also have a few guaranteed rebuilt changers at $45.00. AMUSEMENT SUPPLY CO., INC., 341 West 44th
Street, New York City.

DATE

RENT

4704 E. 9th St., Kan-

sas City, Mo.

model

THEATRE

OR

Michigan,

Beautiful,

Extraordinary — that describes 20th Century RAINBOW COLORED
metal theatre

AIR CONDITIONING
ATTRACTIVE

KEEP
shot

date strips. Size 4"xl4". Price 15c each.
You MUST see these. Send 15c for sample. DEALERS WANTED.
20th Century
Plating, Erie, Pa.

PRICES

on

new

and

slightly used air conditioning units, air
filters, washers, blowers, compressors
(refrigeration), cooling coils, heating coils,
motors, pumps, stokers. Cash or deferred
payments on approved credit. Write us
your requirements. Conditioned Air Co.,
926 N. Cass St.. Milwaukee. Wis.
THEM

COOL

WITH

S.O.S. direct

blowers; Variable speed drive, noiseless, Fafnir bearings, from $39.50. Free bulletin. S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New

York.

CLOSERS
Door

Closers

repaired.

Closers for every door. Prompt service. Quotations on request. Columbus
Closer Co., 209 East Long
bus, Ohio.
THEATRE

St., Colum-

TICKETS

UNEXCELLED
QUALITY— 50 rolls stock
tickets, $12.50; 20 rolls, $5.80; 100.000 special printed rolls or machine tickets.
$14.90. Shipping charges paid to 1,000
miles. Cash with order. Kansas City Ticket
Co., Dept. B, 1717 Wyandotte St., Kansas
City, Mo.
BOXOFFICE

COIN

WANTED

30, Aurora, Mo.

B-1107, Boxoffice,

CHANGERS

Peabody,

WANTED — Theatre, Missouri or Kansas,
not under 1,500 population. Address Box

theatre

COIN

SALE

THEATRE,

THEATRES

E. 9th St., Kan-

WANTED — 30,000 c.f.m. or larger Air
Washer in good condition. Cash. N. B.
Fair, Somerville, Tenn.

FLASH!!!

RECOVERING

DOOR

All soundheads
or Motiograph.

SUNFLOWER

FOR

•

Kansas — 1,500 population. One of the
nicest theatres in the state. 700 comfortable upholstered seats. RCA sound.
Rent, $150 equipped. Sell my five year
lease and my equipment, $1,250. Wealthy
community of fine Americans. A bargain
for someone. W. P. Houston, Crawford
Theatre, Wichita, Kansas.

office,

performance. 1,000% customer satisfaction; silent operation; low first cost;
low operating cost. Write for testimonial
folder and prices. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

Commercialeather,
ton.

4704

THEATRE

100%

SEAT

THEATRES

EQUIPMENT

WANTED — Pair Good
cheap. Powers, Simplex

EQUIPMENT

Air Conditioning — MAGIC

$1.00. Display Rates on Request

FOR SALE — 1 Buffalo 40,000 c.f.m. air
washer with pump and motor, $300 f.o.b.
Spur, Texas. 1 Buffalo 30,000 c.f.m. air
washer with pump and motor, $250 f.o.b.
Olney, Texas. 1 Buffalo 17,500 c.f.m. air
washer, with pump and motor, $200 f.o.b.
Olney, Texas. C. F. Hardwick, Palace
Theatre, Spur, Texas.

BRANDT
THEATRE
EQUIPMENT
ON
EASY
TIME
PAYMENTS
at regular catalog
prices. Plan open to reliable exhibitors.
Buy now! Write S.O.S. Cinema Supply
Corp., New York.

NEW

Minimum

;; April 15, 1939

HERE

IS

YOUR

HANDY

BOXOFFICE,
4704 East Ninth St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

ORDER”

With
(Send Order)
Cash

BLANK

10c a word
4 insertions
at price of 3

Kindly insert the following ad
HOUSE" section, running through ALL

CLASSIFICATION

“AD

times in your ''CLEARING
eight sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:

Blind ads — 10c extra to cover cost of postage.
WANTED:

•

Address copy to BOXOFFICE,
Forms close Monday noon

4704 E. Ninth St., Kansas City, Mo.
preceding: publication date.

"HAVE BOOKED THIS PICTURE EOR WORLD
PREMIER- CERTAIN OP A SMASH BOX-OEEICE
ATTRACTION" STATE THEATRE> HARTFORD, Beginning April 12th
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EFFORT

YOUR "BOY OF THE STREETS" STAR

JACKIE COOPER

THE NEW

JUVENILE

SENSATION

MARTIN SPELLMAN
WITH

MARJORIE REYNOLDS
DICK PURCELL

STREETS
r

*• *

Le.tt*tf

of NEW YORK

H • Screenplay and Original Story by ROBERT

A MONOGRAM

PICTURE

D. ANDREW

GOVT
ACTION

ON

DAY

AND

. . . MONOPOLY

INVESTIGATION

"""

PUSH HEAVY

—

DN NEW

NIGHT

I

SCHEDULE

COMMITTEE

... 87 THEATRES

ASSEMBLING

—

. .

TO GATHER
DATA

DATA

FOR

TRUST

FOR WIDE-FLUNG

TRADE

I II iiiiiiiiiii!

BUILDING, 78 OPEN THUS FAR IN 1939; REMODELING

. . . THE PUBLIC, REMEMBER?

PRODUCT

IN RUSH

"THE EXHIBITOR

PAGE

3 ASKS AND TELLS . . . LOWDOWN

HAS HIS SAY" . . . HOW

!
'

FIRST RUNS FARED
Biii

*

*
★
★

★
★

★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

Letters from your patrons ! Hundreds of
thousands write in for photos and literature. They watch for Leo's gay message
each month.

star of the
screen !

Has Judge Hardy’s
dropped in on you
they haven’t, why
on them?
★
Jr

delightful family
yet? If by chance
don’t you drop in
★

★

You’ll
see thisknow
sign :they're in town when you

★
★
★

It reaches
more than
46 million
readers
monthly!

"EVERY MONTH
I CHAT WITH
ALL YOUR
CUSTOMERS!"

Here’s the next issue of M-G-M’s popular LION’S
ROAR column, the fastest-growing column in
America. It is typical of the breezy message which
appears in a special preferred position monthly in
leading national magazines: Cosmopolitan,
Redbook, Time, Look, Liberty, American, College
Humor,
M-G-M

Parents’ Magazine, McCall’s. Ask your
representative to show you the national

publishers’ scientific survey of how this and other
M-G-M advertising covers your community and
pre-sells the attractions of The Friendly Company.

★
★
★
★
★

HERE’S A CHALLENGE.
Mickey
Rooney (himself ... not a stand-in) will
write a congratulatory letter to the five
best copiers
of the personal.
above drawing.
Mickey’s
letters
are very
So send
yours

★

(don’t make it too big) to Leo, M-G-M
Studios, Box O, Culver City, Cal. We are
the final judges ... all drawings become our

★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

property . . . ★none ★will be
★ returned.
★

★
★
★
★
★
★
★

All who send in drawings but don’t win
one of Mickey’s personal letters will receive (with our compliments) The Screen
Forecast, giving all the inside dope
about coming Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
attractions, of which there are many.
★
★
★
★
And one of the most attractive of the
attractions brings together Claudette
Colbert and James Stewart in a Van
Dyke-directed
★

opus entitled “It’s a
★

★

★

No matter what your opinion of the
Wonderful World.’’
aworld
wonderful
may be,picture.
you won’t deny that it’s
★

★

★

★

In addition to Claudette and James,
Guy Kibbee, Frances Drake, Edgar
Kennedy, Ernest Truex are in the cast.

★

★
★
★
★
★
★
★
kr
★

★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

HE’S LOOKING
FOR A BIGGER
WORD THAN COLOSSAL! (Above is a
portrait of the M-G-M representative who
will acquaint your favorite theatre with
information about the new season pictures.
M-G-M is the leading motion picture company in the world. The season coming to
a close has been the best in its history.
But the new season’s line-up is considered
the last word in screen entertainment.
Again— write for The Screen Forecast.)
*

★

WIZARD

★
★
★

★
★

★
★

★
★
★

OF OZ

(More rhythmic notes)
THE TIN
WOODMAN
(Jack Haley)

★
★
★
★

★

hello to “Good-Bye Mr. Chips.” Our
scouts report
performance ishisthat
bestRobert
ever, Donat’s
and director
Sam Wood’s screen translation of the
James Hilton novel is perfection.
★
★

★

★

★

Early in June we shall all say a gay

■lea

The woodman with his blade so trusty
Must yield to oiling daily,
For when he weeps his joints get rusty.
Oh, Jeeper Weeper Haley!
(To be continued)

★

★

★

★

May also comes in like a lion.
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THE PUBLIC,
EVEN a quick reading of the miles of words spoken

before the senate subcommittee conducting hearings on the Neely bill projects a number of interesting
observations into sharp limelight. Here are a few:
Sidney

R. Kent offered the opinion he did not believe

"any honest exhibitor will get up here and testify that
he intends seriously to consult with public bodies before
he buys his product except in a very general way. The
exhibitor will buy his pictures singly or collectively,
whichever way he thinks will make him the most money
irrespective of whether he buys them under this bill or
not. If they do not turn out to be profitable for him at the
boxoffice, it is a bad type of buying so far as he is
concerned whether he consulted public bodies or not."
And further: "When the time comes that we cannot
experiment, when we cannot attempt a new thing even
though it may not be for the moment successful commercially, that moment, we are going back. If these
public bodies think that this bill is going to encourage
the type of pictures on the screen they are clamoring
for, they are very much mistaken ... It is not a question
of morals. It is purely a question of boxoffice and that
Mae

West

went

over big and
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'Disraeli' did not."

REMEMBER?
thinking, however, the opposition centered much, although not all, of its thunder in the arguments illustrated by this quoted comment and did it well.
However, casting aside the distributor arguments about
impediments in production, difficulties of delivering the
true-without variance synopses, higher selling costs resulting in higher prices to exhibitor and public, much
consideration deserves to be directed toward Kent's remarks about stifling production ingenuity if the studios
are to be confined to the sure-fire attraction with no
leeway for inventive enterprise directed toward new
dramatic avenues. If all latitude is to be shorn from
Hollywood and its activities restricted to the carbon copy
formula, it becomes at once obvious that this industry
has no future horizons to which it, and the public upon
which it depends, may look.
Kent, of course, means experiments must be absorbed
by the whole industry, not merely by production, and he
argues

the exhibitor, affiliated or not, if he can be persuaded to look at the long view, must be prepared to
meet his share which the block booking method of sales
partially, but even at that, does not entirely guarantee.
In that viewpoint, he is entirely correct, recognizing that

Charles C. Pettijohn: "You say the public rejects them.
I say the exhibitor rejects them. If they were shown to
the public, I believe there would have been a good busi-

if the average exhibitor were to determine on any departure inproduction his inevitable answer would be an
emphatic, or an indifferent, no.

ness on a lot of these pictures." He was referring to
fiims like "Quality Street" which was either canceled or
rejected to a total of 4,837 dates; to "Winterset" with
3,259; to "A Midsummer Night's Dream" with 2,971; to
"Green Pastures" with 1,506 and to "The Good Fairy"
with 1,397 — all of them out of the groove of the routine
and, in their way and in their day, distinguished works.

They talk about producer, distributor and exhibitor
as the three-part body which makes up this industry.
It is a three-part affair, but a more accurate definition
would be producer, exhibitor and public. The latter
consideration is a vital one and not always has

George J. Schaefer: "I submit to your committee that
nothing in the bill itself prohibits a theatre from exhibiting any picture which it may wish to show ... In fact,
this law does not prevent the showing of entirely immoral
pictures. We cannot assume that any local exhibitor
would not put pecuniary consideration in the interest
of public morals to a greater extent than the producers
and distributors . . . There is nothing in this proposed
bill which obligates the exhibitor to consult his local
community and, bearing in mind that the exhibitor can
only lease and book such pictures as are actually produced, can it be assumed that he would put aside commercial considerations in the interest of public morals?"
Finally, now, Ed Kuykendall: "It [the bill] does not prevent any exhibitor from showing any objectionable or
indecent films he wants to show."
Many more, of course, came to light. To our way

of

proper attention been paid it. That goes for producer
and exhibitor alike, each frequently in his own way predetermining for the ticket buyer what he ought and
ought not see.
Yet the distributor is closer to his larger obligation in
making some of the product like "A Midsummer Night's
Dream" and "Romeo and Juliet" and insisting upon as
many playdates as he can get than the exhibitor who
arbitrarily decides such pictures are too toney for his
audience.

Nobody knows exactly how he arrives at the decision
beyond a quick conclusion drawn from earlier runs and a
general, but not always true, impression it has to be
guns and gals to drag them in.

GOV'T ON DAY-AND-NIGHT SCHEDULE IN RUSH
TO GATHER DATA FOR RILLS IN TRUST ACTION
fbi Men Are Scouring aii
Sections in Searching

Monopoly

out information

Data

New York — Indicating the government
is preparing for an early trial in its suit
against major distributors, department of
justice agents are reported working day
and night gathering material from all parts
of the country for inclusion in the various
bills of particulars to be submitted to
defendant companies.
With FBI men scouring all sections for
information, the government is said to be
making every effort to “bind tight” its
case and further solidify the material already on hand.
According to an Allied leader, speaking
recently to members of his association,
“the government
enough evidence

believes it has piled up
to warrant a successful

prosecution of its case.” With the information already on file, it was further
stated, the department is checking into
some complaints for additional data.
A Thorough Checkup
As an example of the thoroughness with
which FBI men are working, Seymour
Kreiger, who has been spending the last
few months in New York, New Jersey and
Philadelphia, is said to have compiled a
complete clearance and zoning schedule
for the Greater New York area with each
theatre

listed, its seating capacity and admission scales. Also, he is reported to have
gathered data which breaks down the units
of each major circuit and the amount of
product brought for these houses.
Kreiger is said to have interviewed more
than 50 independent exhibitors operating
in New York state since he undertook the
investigation for Paul Williams, assistant
to the attorney general and in charge of
the government’s anti-trust suit. He is
also understood to have tabulated boxoffice reports of the various circuit houses,
picture by picture, for the last few years.
N. Y. Allied Assists FBI
Meanwhile, Allied of New York has been
assisting the FBI agent in the Greater
New

York territory and upstate where several members of the organization have

lodged complaints against the Schine circuit on unreasonable clearances. E. Thornton Kelly, executive secretary of the local
Allied unit, spent a week with Kreiger
visiting towns and exhibitors registering
complaints.
Among the local exhibitors interviewed
by the FBI representative are Max A.
Cohen, president of Cinema circuit and
Allied of New York; Harry Brandt, head
of the ITOA and the Brandt circuit; Laurence Bolognino, general manager of Consolidated Amusements, and a number of
smaller operators. While upstate, Kreiger
visited Irving Sherman of Pearl River and
Michael Boumansour of Malone.
Within the past two weeks, Kreiger has
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Committee
Widespread

Grant Distributors More
Time to Answer Lenrose
New York — An extension to May 8
has been granted for filing by distributer
attorneys of answers in the anti-trust action brought by Lenrose, operating the
Plaza, Newark.
Meanwhile, attorneys indicate there is
no question that a bill of particulars will
be sought. According to those who have
examined the complaint, the petition in no
way sets forth a specific injury by any
one

company against Lenrose. Additionally, it is said the complaint fails to show
how alleged unfair trade practices have
specifically damaged Lenrose.

It is known
agents

that

department

of justice

are

not permitted to discuss developments of their assignments, but seemingly information of his activities leaks
out, much to his annoyance. As soon as
he completes checking up complaints with
individual exhibitors, Kreiger forwards his
findings to Washington.
Other agents have been reported in
Oklahoma

City where, it is said, the government is seriously studying the advisability of filing an anti-trust action.
Reports from the midwest indicate Allied will step into St. Louis or Kansas City
with a new unit to combat the MPTO
group.
Particulars in the all-industry suit filed
by the government are due to be filed any
day by Paul Williams, in charge of the action. Edward C. Raftery and Harry Muller, the former attorney for UA and the
latter comptroller, have been examined
before trial and other company executives
are scheduled for similar hearings.

20th-F ox Deals Run
From 42 to 52
New

York — Contracts

oifered

20th

Century-Fox accounts for the new season provide for a minimum of 42 and
a maximum
of 52 pictures.
RKO's 10-year franchise with 20thFox expires next year when negotiations are expected to get under way on
another

long

term

deal.

Probe

Washington — Representatives of the
temporary national economic committee
have been in attendance at the hearings
on the Neely block booking bill and are
understood to have engaged in informal
discussions with representatives of both
the major companies and the distributors
in an effort to secure information for a
monopoly probe of the industry which the
committee is preparing to launch within
the next few months.
A great mass of data has already been
accumulated, it was said, including that
contained in the NRA report on the industry which has been brought up to date;
material from the files of the department
of justice, and information compiled for
use in the New York suit.
The

been touring New England surveying the
local situation and contacting independent
operators. Reports of his activities in the
trade papers apparently are not to his
liking.

Gathers

investigation

of the motion

picture

industry will be in the nature of a “free
for all,” it is anticipated, in view of the
recent decision of Senator O'Mahoney of
Wyoming, chairman of the TNEC, to adopt
a new policy under which discontented
interests in various industries will be invited to come in and air their complaints.
First industry on which this method will
be tried out will be oil, hearings on which
are slated to open before June 1, and,
if successful, the plan will supersede the
method

heretofore

followed

of having

in-

terested governmental agencies “work up”
a case against an industry and then present it in court style.
No date has been set for the initiation
of the film investigation, but it is said
there are one or two other industries on
which studies have progressed further and
which will be disposed of first.

Strikes and Walkouts
Are Banned by Pact
New

York — Prevention

of

strikes

and

walkouts by operators is provided for in
the agreement signed by Local 306 and
individual distributors covering projectionists at home offices and exchanges.
Further details stipulate a 30-hour week
for night Operators and 35 hours for day
shifts with a uniform scale of $87.50. If
a holiday comes within the five week days,
operators do not have to make up the
lost time. Time and a half is to be paid
for overtime.
Distributors
contract

with

have

agreed

a union

not to make

“hostile”

a

to Local

306, and only this union’s men can be
employed in exchange and home office
booths. Operators, at the same time, agree
to abide by the rules of each
BOXOFFICE
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April

22,

1939

SEEK DEPT. OF JUSTICE BLESSING ON CODE,
BUT MAJORS ARE SEEN PROCEEDING ANYWAY
"Friendly” One
Selling 3 Ways
New

York — Three

different

Only One Indep'dent Unit
Rejects Pact; Allied Is
Still Officially Mum

sales plans

will highlight “The Friendly Company’s”
selling for 1939-’40 when 44-52 features
will be offered by M-G-M, each with a
limited number of precentage pictures.
In the first group, which undoubtedly
is designed for major or large circuit operation, is the plan listing four at 40 per
cent, 10 at 35 per cent, 10 at 30 per cent,
12 at 25 per cent and the balance at 25
per cent or flat rental.
Original discussions veered to six in the
top bracket, but this has been dropped
and the number, four, remains the same
as the current season. Compared with
1938-39, the new groups show an increase
of two in the 35 percenters, two in the 30
percenters and a drop of four in the 25
per cent category. There is no change
in the last group.
The second plan, which is understood
applicable to smaller circuits or operators,
provides four in the top percentage group
which may be 40 per cent, in some instances, and 35 in others; 10 “A” pictures,
which may be listed at 35 or 30 per cent;
16 “B” films at 25 or 20 per cent and
the balance on flat rental.
A sliding scale will comprise the third
plan, the percentage starting at 25 and
building as high as 50 per cent. It is
hoped to have at least two at 50 per cent.
During the current season, “The Friendly
Company” had as few as two and as many
as eight in the 50 per cent classification.
This formula prevails where exhibitors
reject the other two plans, the 25, 30 or
50 per cent being determined on basis of
gross on completion of runs.
Shorts will be offered to theatre owners
on their merits and on past performance
with no exhibitor being compelled by the
F. C. salesmen to buy.

Fewer Columbia Shorts
For the New Season
New

York — Total

number

of shorts Co-

lumbia will distribute next season will be
slightly pared. A new series of six single
reel shorts will highlight the new program. They are to be produced by Hugh
McCollum, who has supervised Community Sing. The title of the new subjects
will be “Fools Who
New
New

Made

Paramount

York — Paramount

History.”
Series
will have

a new

series of 12 cartoons to be called “Stoneage” and produced by Max Fleischer.
Heads

Motiograph

Chicago — H. Thorwell

Mathews,

former

secretary, has been named president and
general manager of Motiograph, Inc.
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Public Relations
Idea Is Dormant
New

New

York — Distributors,

through

their

attorneys, are making all efforts to obtain
from the department of justice an indication of its attitude toward the trade
practice code. It is understood that they
would welcome some sort of approval, and
this not necessarily in formalized manner,
but that they intend to make the instrument effective anyway.
Copies of the third revised trade draft
forwarded to Washington brought no reaction from the department. In this respect, a prominent lawyer aligned with a
major company, visited Washington early
in the week, presumably to contact governmental authorities on the draft.
Although

several groups have made reservations before finally approving the
draft, only one independent exhibitor unit
has formally rejected it in toto. This is
Intermountain Theatres’ Ass’n of Utah of
which John Rugar is president.
No

reasons for the association’s rejections have been forwarded to the distributor negotiating committee and William F.
Rodgers, chairman of the sub-committee,
has sent Rugar a letter asking what the
objections are. So far, Rodgers has not
heard.
No

Word

to Majors

Neither Abram F. Myers, general counsel for Allied, nor Col. H. A. Cole, president, has notified Rodgers directly that
the trade draft is “worthless.” Neither
have the two exhibitor leaders gone through
the formality of acknowledging receipt of
the third revised draft. The only information the distributor’s committee has anent
Allied’s attitude is the organization’s release to trade papers.
William F. Crockett, president of the
MPTO of Virginia, has advised Rodgers
the consensus of his members’ opinion is
that progress has been made and, while
the organization is in favor of the pact, it
is still open for further negotiations. A
copy of the letter, Crockett states, has
been forwarded to the department of justice in Washington. This has been done
voluntarily by Crockett who has expressed
himself previously that the industry is
making every effort to regulate from within.
Although the MPTO of West Virginia
has not responded, distributors feel the
comments by Crockett hold true for the
neighbor unit. M. Moffit, who attended
one of the meetings while negotiations
were on had been called back after the
first day and is understood to have designated Crockett and Ben Pitts as spokesman for the West Virginia unit.
Harry Brandt, president of the ITOA of
New

York, has discussed his unit’s reservations with Rodgers personally and also

York — Unless

industry

leaders have

a change of heart, there will be no direct
public contact for producer-distributor-exhibitor interests. In other words, the highly recommended report of Howard Dietz
that proposed establishment of a permanored. nent public relations bureau is being igAuthority for this attitude is George J.
Schaefer, who, as chairman of the executive committee of the recent MPAYBE
campaign, was being looked to as the person with whom action might originate.
Questioned about what is being done, or
what may eventuate, along these lines,
Schaefer said: “There are no further plans
or thoughts in that direction.”
Dietz’s report, endorsed by most major
publicity heads, favored a permanent public relations bureau to work actively with
newspapers and other media that adopted
a friendlier attitude toward the industry
as a result of the MPAYBE drive.

Shirley Temple Grosses
Reach Twenty Millions
New

York — Shirley Temple’s

pictures to

date have grossed $20,000,000 and now
Sonja Henie has dipped under $2,500,000
in the world market, according to Herman
Wobber, general manager of distribution
for 20th Century-Fox. “Alexander’s Ragtime Band” netted the company $2,600,000
in rental.

in
The Independent, the organization’s publication.
Rodgers feels he cannot meet -with the
exhibitor groups until he knows what the
specific objections are. As soon as this information is forthcoming from all groups,
he will contact them. He will probably
here.
meet first with the Brandt organization
This group believes the draft “is a step
in the right direction,” but seeks clarification of three points covering arbitration
and prohibition by distributors of re-allocating pictures, particularly after a picture
is designated.
Other opinion gathered by Boxoffice
correspondents indicates acceptance of the
draft with minor exceptions as to clarification of various clauses. All exhibitor
leaders praise the work of the committee
which has striven for a formula to readjust the so-called ills of the industry
without government regulation.
It is impossible, according to distributors, to tell at this time how soon a workable draft will be put into effect, but the
general belief is it will be soon.
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"U” Selling 18 on Percentage;
Brackets Run From 25 to 35
Chicago — Universal

will have

at least 18

pictures of the total of 58 on percentage
next season, William A. Scully, general
sales manager, informed Boxoffice here
during the second regional meeting. The
percentages will run as high as 35 per
cent and as low as 25 per cent with the
balance at flat rentals.
Exclusive of the 14 outdoor pictures,
Scully says 14 of the 40 will be in the
top brackets in addition to the three Harry
Edington specials and “The Mikado.” The
Edingtons and “The Mikado” are being
sold separately.
Before percentage pictures are designated, each will undergo about 30 test runs in
key situations, Scully added. This is similar to the M-G-M “yardstick” plan of allocating percentage films. In addition to
the feature lineup there will be 57 shorts,
43 singles, 13 doubles and a special reeler.
In discussing the new sales policy, Scully
asserted, “We will try to get as many percentage pictures as we can. It is just a
question now of whether the exhibitor has
any confidence in the company.
“We are going to sell our pictures on
their merit. There will be no specific
groups laid out and each percentage will
be given a test before we decide its classification. Naturally we are out to get as
many high rentals as we can, but our
policy will be as flexible as the pictures
allow.”
Nate J. Blumberg,

president, stated the

company’s advertising budget will be increased to $1,000,000 for the 1939-40 season. This, he said, is double this year,
but because of the lineup which lends itself to exploitable titles and star names
the trend will be toward further bolstering the inherent values he sees in the
product.
Trade papers will get the bulk of the
advertising, with newspapers and magazines receiving their proportionate shares.
Joseph H. Seidelman, in charge of foreign affairs, struck an optimistic note in
discussing the Latin American markets,
which he considers the salvation of the
company’s foreign business. He said not
only does this apply to Universal, but to
all distributors.
Paul Nathanson and A. W. Perry, Canadian distributors of Universal, did not
attend the local session at the Palmer
House. They were at the Cincinnati meeting.
Clarence Margon, Latin American supervisor, and Charles Kirby, assistant to
Seidelman, after attending the Cincinnati
and Chicago sessions, returned to New
York with Seidelman. Blumberg did not
proceed west from here for the San Francisco palavers.
Frank J. A. McCarthy, eastern division
sales manager, and William J. Heineman,
western division sales head, attended both
eastern meetings. Heineman accompanied
Scully west and they were met on the
coast by Cliff Work, Matthew Fox, Milton H. Feld, Joe Pasternak and John
Joseph, all of whom are now at the St.
Francis Hotel in San Francisco at the
final of the three regionals.
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16 Stellar Vehicles
Qn 193940 Roster

Majors Turn Kindly
Gaze on Combines
New

York — With

two

new

film buying

combines cropping up in recent weeks,
major companies are not turning an unfriendly eye on them, but rather considering them for what they are worth.
This is the contention of an important
distributor spokesman who adds, “We have
no objection to buying combines. We
would rather do business with men who
have a stake in the business than with interests who do not.
“Naturally, we want to investigate these
combines as they are formed to see what
motives are behind them. If they are
sincere we ■will deal with them. If they
are brought about to attempt to cut film
rentals and dictate, we will be forced not
to do business with them and turn to the
original operators of the houses involved.”
In looking askance at buying combinations, the distributor feels he is lacking
direct contact with his customer who is
shunted to the background. Doing business directly with men whose investments
are tied up in theatres has always been
an important factor to the sales manager,
branch manager and salesman and, while
it is agreed buying combines have their
place for group purchases of equipment
and accessories, desirability of direct contact between buyer and seller still remains
uppermost to all companies.
Cincinnati — Milton

A. Mooney,

head

of

Cooperative Theatres of Ohio, will open an
office here May 1 with Harry Bugie, former Warner salesman, in charge. Cooperative has already lined up about a
dozen theatres in this area and also is
serving approximately 50 northern Ohio
theatres out of the Cleveland office.

Titles lor Trio by Harry
Edington lor Universal
Cincinnati — Titles to the three pictures

Harry Edington of Famous Productions
will make for Universal were revealed to
Universal delegates in convention here in
addition to other titles. Douglas Fairbanks jr. will be starred in “Atlantic
Cable,” by Dennison Clift; Cary Grant will
be seen in “La Chienne” (The Spy), a
story by Georges de la Fouchardiere for
which Edwin Justus Mayer is writing the
screenplay. “Green Hell,” an original by
Frances Marion, will be the third.
Charles Boyer also will be featured
prominently on the lineup, William A.
Scully, general sales manager, stated. He
has been signed for at least one.
Instead of making “Haunted Island” as
a serial. Universal plans to chapterplay
“The Green Hornet,” currently a radio
feature. “The Phantom Creeps” is another title replacement, this instead of
“The

Shadow

Creeps.”

Hollywood — Sixteen solo starring vehicles and three co-starring are definitely
set by Universal for next year, a breakdown of the company’s product announcement reveals. In addition, there will be
seven westerns co-starring Richard Arlen
and Andy Devine and seven starring John
Mack Brown.
This is what the analysis, so far as it
goes, shows:
Richard Arlen — Co-star with Andy

De-

vine in “Air Express,” “In Old California,”
“Man from Montreal,” “Raging Rivers,”
“Sea Patrol,” “Steel” and “Way of the
Freddie

Bartholomew

—

Co-star

with

Jackie Cooper in “Bright Victory” and
“Flying Cadet.”
Edgar Bergen — Starred in one with
Charlie McCarthy, of course.
West.”
Charles Boyer — Starred in at least one.
John Mack Brown — Star in seven westerns, untitled.
Jackie Cooper — Co-star with Freddie
Bartholomew in “Bright Victory” and “Flying Cadet;” star in “His Son.”
Bing Crosby — Star in one, untitled.
Danielle Darrieux — Star in “Rio.”
Andy Devine — Co-star with Richard Arlen in “Air Express,” “In Old California,”
“Man From Montreal,” “Raging Rivers,”
“Sea Patrol,” “Steel” and “Way Out West.”
Ruth Donnelly — Two “Family Next
Irene Dunne — Star in one, untitled.
Deanna Durbin — Star in two, untitled.
Douglas Fairbanks jr. — Star in “Atlantic
Door.”
W. C. Fields — Star in one, untitled.
Cary Grant — Star in “La Chienne” (The
Spy).
Cable.”
Hugh Herbert — Two “Family Next Door.”
Joy Hodges — Two “Family Next Door.”
Gloria Jean — Star in “The Under Pup.”
Boris Karloff — Co-star with Bela Lugosi in “Friday, the 13th.”
Little Tough Guys — Two untitled.
Bela Lugosi — Co-star with Boris Karloff in “Friday, the 13th.”
Juanita Quigley — Two “Family Next
Eddie Quillan — Two “Family Next Door.”
Basil Rathbone — Star in “Tower of London” and “Victoria Docks at 8.”
“Sandy” — Two “Family Next Door.”
Door.”
James Stewart — Star in one, untitled.
Margaret Sullavan — Star in one.

Warner
In New

Advertising Men
York Meeting

New York — Nine out-of-town Warner
theatre advertising men held a meeting
early in the week with Joseph Bernhard,
general manager of operations. Discussions pivoted about campaigns for “Confessions of a Nazi Spy” and “Juarez.”
Attending were Dan Finn, New Haven;
Everett Callow, Philadelphia; Frank La
Falce, Washington; Joe Feldman, Pittsburgh; Sid Dannenberg, Cleveland; Larry
Stein, Chicago; Jack Keegan, Milwaukee;
Charles Smakwitz, Albany, and Mort Levine, Atlantic City.
BOXOFFICE

:: April 22, 1939

Scr«*°

l.on 1

IgttO’1'

0'

oil*'*

(ofm6r

*»'

Book It Now!

Jnpg

Ull

ick Your American Chest Out and Show

Confessions of a

The Star:

EDW.G. ROBINSON
The Supporting

Cast:

FRANCIS LEDERER
George Sanders • Paul
• Henry byO’Neill
Lukas Directed
ANATOLE

LITVAK

Screen Play by Milton Krims& John Wexley
Based on materials gathered by Leon G.
Turrou,

ace G-Man

• A First Nat’l Picture

kill

TTiT

GB Ends Producing;

16 States and Canada

Egeing Television

To Daylight Time April 30

New

York— GB

is quietly quitting

pro-

duction to concentrate on television, which
“is the hottest thing at the moment,”
according to Arthur A. Lee, the company’s American representative.
With 20th Century-Fox handling physical distribution of GB product, but one
English picture is on the new season lineup,
“Climbing High,” and it will be sold separately from the domestic program, as was
“The Lady Vanishes” under the current
schedule, Lee says.
Although GB still has control of the
Gainsborough studios in England, these
have been leased to 20th Century-Fox,
while GB’s Shepherd’s Bush studios are
closed.
The company has turned over its English distribution to General Films inasmuch as there is insufficient product to
maintain a selling force, Lee adds. However, its theatre holdings are intact and
these will figure prominently in GB’s interest in television. Ultimately, some 300
theatres will be equipped with television
receivers, he says.
Lee’s statement, limited as it is to one
picture, fails to match with the statement
made by Herman Wobber, general manager
of distribution for 20th-Fox, at the Chicago sales convention when he said there
will be no GBs on the new schedule.

Sees Television in Second
Stage of Development
New

York-— Indicating

commercial

tele-

vision might be far in the future, T. A. M.
Craven, chairman of the FCC television
committee, states the process is somewhere between the first and second development stages and must enter a third
and final stage of a business that can
support itself before it becomes a medium
of wide public use and entertainment.

Deny UA Chain Seeking
More R&R Interest
New

York — Reports

from

Dallas

that

UA Theatres Circuit is purchasing an additional stock interest in the Robb & Rowley circuit in Texas are denied here as is
the rumor which has the same circuit buying into Jefferson Amusement Co., a Paramount affiliate.
William P. Philips, vice-president and
treasurer of UA Theatres Circuit, states
there is no desire by the company to increase its holdings in the Texas circuit
in which it holds 50 per cent of the stock.
“We want Harold Robb and Ed Rowley to
continue their interest and management
of the houses. They are very capable
operators and we want to keep them as
our partners.”
Operations of Metropolitan Playhouses,
local circuit of about 125 theatres in which
UA Theatres Circuit owns 80 per cent of
the stock, showed a net loss of $50,900.46
for the year ended Jan. 31, 1939. Metro j

politan

controls

the

houses

operated

Randforce and Skouxas circuits here.
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New

York — Daylight

saving

goes

into

effect generally in 16 states, exclusive of
Canada which also takes advantage of the
extra hour, starting April 30, and continues to September 24. States included are
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont,
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Georgia
and Idaho.
Some, like Indiana, start a week ahead
of time and end daylight saving September 24. Several towns in Maine begin
April 23, but extend the plan to October
15. Then there are a few towns in Maine
which start April 30 and do not wind up
until September 30.
New York leads all the states in the
number of cities using daylight time. There
are 341 cities and towns, some of which
do not start until June 4 and end the
practice September 4. Other towns and
villages do not list effective dates. Every
city, town and village in New Jersey observes daylight saving. In Pennsylvania
there are 121 cities, towns and villages. In
Delaware, the idea is limited to cities,
towns and villages in New Castle County.
Connecticut generally observes it throughout. Observance in Massachusetts is required by law.
Unofficial starting date in Maine is
April 23 and 149 cities, towns and villages
join in. A state law provides New Hampshire observe daylight saving. The entire
state of Rhode Island changes to daylight
time April 30. There are 55 towns, cities
and Villages in Vermont that start as early
as April 29. Others start May 7 and end
September 24, while a few towns find it
more conveniently to begin May 28 and
end September 3 or September 10.
In Ohio a peculiar condition exists. Due
to demands for daylight saving in cities,
towns and villages outside the eastern
time zone, the entire state was put in eastern standard time on April 3, 1927, by order
of the Interstate Commerce Commission.
A few small towns located near the Indiana state line follow central standard
time.
Only one of the 20 Indiana towns affected starts April 23 and finishes September 24. This is South Bend. Illinois has
94 cities, towns and villages all starting
and winding up at the generally accepted
dates.
Under terms of the state law adopted
April 23, 1931, eastern standard time is
defined as legal time for all of Michigan.
Cities, towns and villages in the lower
peninsula follow eastern standard time
throughout the year. In the upper peninsula central standard time is generally
followed, except that the following named
cities and towns will observe daylight saving by changing to eastern standard time
April 30 and continuing to September 24:
Escanaba, Gladstone, Ishpeming, Marquette, Negaunee, and Rapid River. The
following cities and towns in the upper
peninsula follow eastern standard time
throughout the year: Calumet, Hancock,
Houghton, Manistique, Munising, Newber-

Swing

ry, St. Ignace, and Sault Ste. Marie.
In Georgia, Albany, Atlanta and surrounding towns observe daylight change
in time. Two towns, the only two in
Idaho, namely Kellogg and Wallace, switch
to daylight time May 7 and observe it
until October 1.
In Canada, 76 towns, cities and villages
start daylight saving as early as April 23
and continue into late October. Regina
probably observes it the longest, beginning April 9 and ending October. Metis
Beach starts May 1 and concludes October 31. Probably the shortest term for daylight saving is observed by the town of
Weyburn, Sask., from May 1 until August
31.
Burlington, Ont., starts April 30 and
ends September 10, while Peterborough,
Ont., begins May 20 and ends September
30. Richmond, Que., changes time April
30 and goes back to regular time September 23.
Westfield, N. Y., waits until July 2 and
then concludes daylight saving September
3. Warren, Pa., does not begin until June
3 and winds up September 4.

Schaeler Sees Disney
Staying With RKO
Hollywood — RKO

“expects

to distribute

the next Walt Disney cartoon features,”
George J. Schaefer informs Boxoffice.
Although the Disney releasing deal was
generally believed to have been more or
less set with RKO, a further understanding undoubtedly came to a head during
Disney’s visit to New York where he had
conferences with Schaefer, after stopping
off in Philadelphia to arrange for recordings by Leopold Stokowski, who will
furnish the musical score for “Fantasia,”
also a feature cartoon.
Both Schaefer and Disney arrived here
Monday. Tire RKO president immediately
went into a production huddle with studio executives on the 1939-40 lineup. He
said RKO will have “more top pictures
than ever before, and as many as any
other company.” He added: “We will produce as many
we can $20,000,000
distribute.” The
budget
runs asbetween
and
$25,000,000.
Schaefer also revealed Harold Lloyd is
set with RKO as a producer. “He will
make as many as he wants to make,”
Schaefer said, but will not appear in his
productions. Lloyd’s initial venture, still
undecided, will be part of the 1939-40
schedule.
Schaefer expects to remain here another
week.

FWC Executives Arrive
For Product Parleys
New

York — Charles

Buckley

and

Larry

Kent, Fox West Coast executives, are in
town for National Theatres’ home office
conferences and lining up product details
for next season. They are slated to return to Los Angeles in a few days.
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worked her way into Howard's system and thereafter remained.
came simple, of course, to learn she was Bette Davis.

It be-

Since that time, Miss Davis has passed through a mixture of roles and
a variety of pictures. Not all of them have been happy in the selection,
yet it seems correct to say that to all of them she contributed something.
Moreover, her stature as an actress of genuine distinction has been growing steadily until now it spreads its formidability over a film distinguished
thereby for the impact of its drama and for the unerring excellence of its
craftsmanship. The attraction is "Dark Victory."
Its story can be told in one paragraph. This is the tragedy of a pampered daughter of the rich, doomed to an early death by an incurable brain
malady. She falls in love with the doctor who endeavors to save her through
an operation, and he with her. A merciful plot designed to keep from her
the knowledge of her inescapable fate fails. But they marry anyway and
crowd the final few months with a sort of happiness and peace. As the
doctor-husband starts for New York on the eve of an important discovery in
brain surgery, the girl is given her warning sign — blindness. Shortly thereafter she dies.
If the plot is the consideration,

Ky.,
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western editor. Telephone

server walked into the projection room, late for a screening of “Of
Human Bondage” and his memory slipped on who it was playing opposite
Leslie Howard. She looked familiar in a vague sort of way, but beyond
that no identification. But remembered well is the impression this performer
had created in the difficult role of the uncertain, unmannered cockney girl

that is all there is to it. But plot is not

all the consideration. Not by any manner of means. Around the framework is spun a magnificent performance by Miss Davis as the unhappy
girl who

closes her final chapter on a note of true courage and an understanding humility of the inevitable.
From early defiance and rebellion, as well as confusion, she finds herself
passing through successive stages of fright, despair, then into love and the
calm which she is fortunate in finding before the end. It takes an actress
of genuine measure to avoid falsettos under such dramatic requirements,
but Miss Davis meets the demands, all of them, with superb competence and
sterling abilities.
While “Dark Victory” is very much Miss Davis' show, the Warners,
through Edmund Goulding firmly plying the directorial reins, have surrounded their shining star with splendid support in George Brent, as the
doctor; in Geraldine Fitzgerald, as the best friend; in Humphrey Bogart, as
the trainer of the racing stable, and with a production thoroughly in keeping with the wealthy Long Island background against which the major portion
of the drama is played out.
These may be, and are, important accessories, but inevitably there must
be a return to Miss Davis. It is on her the focal points find their definition,
never to waver. And that is as it should be, for she earns them. This young
performer feels and experiences the emotions and knows how to project them
from the screen to her audience. In short, she is an artiste.

Americana

Via Telephone

Art Schmidt of Loews, returning
from a trip, reports:
“M-G-M's caricature campaign on
Bernard Shaw uncovers amusing

Len Daly, he's in the UA foreign publicity department, remarks
through the earphone:

anecdotes along the way. In Norfolk, a patron appeared at the boxoffice inquiring, 'I never saw that
man with the long white beard in
pictures before. What

It's Close Now

does he do?' "

Turning point time. That major
personnel upset does, or does not,
happen almost any minute now.

"Charlie Chaplin expects to create a fuehrer with his new picture,
'The Dictators.' "

Grapevine
The

Metro

crowd

can

strain its excitement

hardly

over

re-

"Good-

bye, Mr. Chips."
It's a "you-justwait-and-see"
attitude.
This department is patient.
BOXOFFICE

:: April 22, 1939

GESTE

BEAU

starring

GARY
RAY

COOPER
MILLAND

ROBERT
Brian

Donlevy

PRESTON
• Janies

Stephenson

WILLIAM

A. WELLMAN

Producing

and Directing

PARAMOUNT
FOR 1939 '40
For Theatre Men by Theatre Men

Last Three
Germany
New

U. S. Firms
Read

York — Paramount,

20th

Century-

Fox and M-G-M, last of the American
companies remaining in Germany, are
more or less resigned to expulsion by the
Nazi government once “Confessions of a
Nazi Spy” opens here.
General feeling among the top foreign
executives in the three companies is that
the handwriting is on the wall and nothing can be done about it. Judging the way
the wind has been blowing from the Wilhelmstrasse, they say, the release of the
Warner picture is expected to be the straw
which will break final Nazi restraint.
Tire tipoff on the seriousness of the situation came when it was disclosed that
one of the foreign managers had attempted
to meet with his two colleagues to discuss
a probable line of action in an effort to
forestall any such eventuality.
But, indications are, he had little success and the companies are prepared to
face whatever develops individually.
Before sailing on the Washington, Walter J. Hutchinson of 20th-Fox, replied to
a query about the possibility of the companies pulling out together: “I never heard
of such a thing. We’ll stick in Germany
as long as we can do business there.”
On such action, a similar denial came
from M-G-M. That there is a division of
opinion between the studio and the home
office in regard to Germany was revealed
recently. The official attitude, however,
goes something like this: “M-G-M will
make pictures without regard to politics
and with only boxoffice and entertainment in mind.”
Participation in any concerted move regarding Germany is also disclaimed at
Paramount. One executive puts it firmly:
“It is only logical for us to do business
wherever profitable as an obligation to our
stockholders.”
German resentment against Hollywood
has been mounting steadily. The Nazi
government did not like the industry’s
Declaration of Democratic Independence
urging the President and Congress to end
all economic relations between Germany
and the United States.
It boiled slightly higher when the welcome mat to Leni Riefenstahl, the Nazi
“ambassador of goodwill,” was harshly
withdrawn in the film capital.
Recently the Ministry of Propaganda
forbade the German newspapers from mentioning American films. Boycott of American pictures as a result of “Confessions of
a Nazi Spy” has been suggested editorially
while exhibition of American films at the
first-run situations has been curtailed
slightly.
What the German market meant in 1938
is disclosed by an executive who estimates
the three companies did $1,500,000 business.
After deducting all charges, the total was
reduced approximately 80 per cent with
each company netting about $100,000.
Gets
New

York

Code

— “The

Seal

400,000,000,”

being

released by Garrison Film, has been given
a Hays code seal.
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Committee Death
Seen on Neely

Still in

Handwriting

Washington — As

Europe Has Hollow
Sound to Majors
New

York — Continental

Europe

may

not

be an empty shell as a market, but it certainly has a hollow sound to foreign managers who are busily appraising the returns from abroad this year.
As a whole, the foreign market thus
far is standing up nicely which means the
majors ought to gross in the neighborhood of $120,000,000. Estimates, anyhow,
place the amount close to that.
On the continent, however, a drop of
40 per cent is forecasted as foreign managers survey the extension of the Nazi orbit.
Those statistically inclined and in the know
say the majors did a business there of
some $20,000,000 during 1938.
In those estimates for last year, Italy,
Austria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Rumania are included. Only three companies,
Loew’s,
register
Spain,
The

20th Century-Fox and Paramount,
returns from Germany. Items from
if any, are relatively insignificant.
credit side of the ledger shows

France, Belgium, the Scandinavian countries and Poland still operating on a substantial basis. Also included in this group
are Switzerland, Portugal, Jugoslavia,
Greece, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and
Bulgaria.
Thus, as the foreign managers consider
the grosses for 1939, Italy, Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Spain, Hungary and
Rumania are placed on the debit side.
The three companies, naturally, continue
to operate in the German Empire and
make a profit out of it, for otherwise, they
would not remain.
The biggest blow to the companies since
the rise of Hitler was the boot from Italy
and the fall of Spain into a civil war.

Record Turnout Is Seen
For Variety Club Meet
Detroit — A

record

turnout

is expected

at the annual Variety Club convention,
April 28-30, with delegates from all parts
of the country slated to be on hand. A
midnight benefit show at the Fox, April
29, will be among the highlights. Edgar
Guest will be one of the speakers and is
writing a special poem for the occasion.
Prominent sales executives and industry
figures from New York have indicated
their intentions of attending. Jack Flynn,
M-G-M district manager, is chairman of
the general convention. John H. Harris
of Pittsburgh is due to head the national
organization for another term.
Don Widlund of Jam Handy Studios is
chairman of the benefit show committee,
Harold C. Robinson of Film Truck Service heads the committee on arrangements for speakers at the banquet and
C. C. Perry and William Carlson are in
charge of other arrangements.

two

weeks

of hearings

on the Neely bill closed it appeared its
sponsor in the senate would not be able
to secure a majority vote of approval.
Chairman Smith, repeatedly during the
hearings, indicated he was not entirely
convinced the bill would do what is claimed for it. Senator White demanded the
proponents demonstrate conclusively that
it would improve the moral content of
films; Senator Barkley, who attended the
initial session only, was apparently in the
same class and Senator Tobey was absent during the entire period. Even if a
favorable report is made, however, the
measure is in for a bitter fight on the
floor of the senate.
Allied charges the majors maintain their
opposition to enactment of the measure
because of their desire to protect and perpetuate the fruits of the monopoly which
the association alleges they enjoy. The
view was presented in a lengthy summation of the group’s stand by Abram F.
Myers, general counsel, as the senate subcommittee hearings on the bill closed.
He also devoted a generous portion of
his statement to a scathing attack on the
proposed trade practice code and centered much of his fire on the contemplated 20-15-10 cancellation clause which
he argued actually is designed to further
perpetuate the current system of block
booking sales for the major companies and
make it possible for the exhibitor to reject only sparingly in the upper brackets
but all he pleased in the lower. Aside from
specific objections which he outlined, he
added the proposals are “purely voluntary”
on the distributor anyway and, at the
outside, designed to remain in effect for
only two years. He struck for the need
of a fair system of arbitration “to ease
the strain of future conflicts.”
On the Neely bill, he gave it as his
opinion that the only “menace” to the
“Big Eight” is one they do not dare to
mention which he said would be the introduction of competition from independents. He also offered an amendment to
the bill calling for a “general outline” of
synopses to substitute for the “true and
accurate . . . all . . . without deviation”
synopses provided in the original measure.
Principal rebuttal for the opponents was
presented by Charles C. Petti john. His
statement was made up chiefly of answers
to specific arguments made during the two
weeks of public hearings and covered
ground traversed variously by other representatives for the opposition including Sidney R. Kent, George J. Schaefer and Ed
Kuykendall.

Virginia MPTO to Meet
June 12 in Roanoke
Richmond,

Va. — At a board

of directors

meeting of the MPTO of Virginia held
here this week, it was announced that
the mid-summer convention this year
would be held at the Roanoke Hotel, Roanoke, on Monday, June 12. Elmore Heins
of Roanoke is convention chairman.
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87 THEATRES BUILDING, 78 OPEN THUS FAR
IN '39; ACTIVITY IN REMODELING IS HEAVY
Independents Are More
Active Than Majors,
Survey Reveals

Where

and What

New York — Theatres in work, planned and opened since the first of the year,
records of which have been gathered by Boxoffice correspondents all over the
country, including Canada, follow:
State

New

York — With 87 theatres under construction and 78 opened since the first of
the year, Canada stands out front in both
divisions, an analysis by Boxoffice correpondents from all parts of the United
States and Canada shows. Ohio and Texas,
however, take the lead for new theatres
planned. These states each have 10 houses
contemplated in the total of 86, according
to the survey.
Correspondents

report

great

activity in

remodeling, particularly for theatres partially or wholly demolished by various
causes. Activity along these lines is going
on in virtually every state with millions
of dollars being spent to reopen houses
once operated and laid dormant for one
reason or another.
It is also apparent from the analysis
that independent exhibitors everywhere
are more active than the major circuits or
their affiliates. Particularly is this so in
the new theatres under construction where
small circuit operators are reported to be
going full blast in situations which lend
themselves to new projects.
California exhibitors have under construction eight new theatres, which is the
highest number for any state in this country. Texas and Pennsylvania are second,
each with seven, while Tennessee is down
for six, and New York and Ohio are
down for four each.
Leading both the United States and
Canada for theatres contemplated are
Texas and Ohio with a record of 10. Connecticut exhibitors also are busy along
these lines, listing nine houses for the future, some distant and others near. In
California, eight projects are planned,
while Pennsylvania is listed for the same
number. Canada is down for six and
Michigan, five.
Second to Canada and its provinces in
theatres opened during the first three
months are California and Michigan with
six each. Next are Texas and Indiana
with five. New York had four new openings.
In some instances, exhibitors estimate
the value of properties in work, opened or
contemplated. In numerous cases seating
capacities are listed, but these change
from time to time for theatres in work
and planned.
Lack of unusual activity by major circuits and their affiliates is most likely due
to an agreement reached with the department of justice whereby distributors with
theatre affiliations report monthly their
theatre activities and also on dealings;
this, because of the anti-trust suit now
pending in the federal court here.
However, with summer close by there is
BOXOFFICE

:: April 22, 1939

They Are

In Work

Alabama
Arkansas
California
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Michigan
Minnesota

1
2

—

of new
major
warm

an

increase

in the

building. There will be
openings and closings, which is
and independent circuits
months. And with the

wave

many reusual with
during the
reopenings

will be considerable rehabilitation, remodeling and rejuvenation.
Delaware, the District of Columbia, Iowa,
Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire and New
Jersey report little activity on part of
theatre owners in all divisions. The best
New Jersey can say for itself in the last
three months is one theatre planned. In
New Hampshire, only one project is in
work and in Montana, one theatre opened.
Delaware also reports one new venture,
while the District of Columbia is on record
for a projected
In detail:

structure.

Alabama

new

theatre

3
3

3
1
—
6
1

—
—

4
2
3
2
1

5
2
1
1

8
78

86

Mobile — Alex Hournaris of the Roosevelt
Oakdale, Rex, Pritchard and Arlington,
Arlington Pier, has been granted a permit for a new $10,000 theatre on Fulton
Rd., in the government street loop district.

Arkansas
De Queen — The new Queen, owned by
K. Lee Williams Theatres, Inc., and fourth
in the circuit, has been opened as a first
run. Franze Taylor is manager and comes
from

Conchas Dam, N. M., where he managed R. E. Griffith theatres.
Hughes — H. K. Kinney has opened a
400-seat theatre here.
Mena — Opening of the new Lil is expected shortly.
Morrilton — The 350-seat Ritz has made
its debut. W. D. Metcalf is the operator.
Waldo — Frank Keasler and L. W. Watts
have a $12,000 theatre, to be named the
Wa-Kea, under construction.

California

Bay Minette — This town now has a picture house. It opened a few weeks ago.
Brundidge — Local interests are underhere. stood looking for a site for a new theatre
Georgiana — A
recently.

1
3

87

—
—

2
1
1
1

4
3
—
4
10
7
8
2
13
12
6
12
7
10
—
2
—
—
3
2
113
6
16

Totals

2
3
6
1
1

3

—
—
—

1
1

Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Canada

to be

—

—

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
North Carolina
Ohio
Pennsylvania
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Opened

2

2
—
8
8
19
—
—
—
1
3
1
12
2
4
115
—
11
1
—
2
2
?
—
2
5
1
1

Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska

expected

Planned

—

opened

here

Angels Camp — Harvey Amusement Co.
has opened the new Angel, 700-seater.
Chico — N. C. Steel has opened a new 800seat house.
Claremont — Tire Village, a 500 seater,
(Continued

on

page

18)
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under management of Richard E. Bare, is
expected to be opened April 15,
El Monte — Work is to start soon on a
new house to be operated by A. L. Sanborn.
Fullerton — A1 Pavlow plans to build an
800-seat house here.
Five Points — Jimmy Edwards is planning
to build a 600 seater in this Pasadena
suburb.
Gardena — Albert Melinkoff and Harry
Milstein, who have the Torrance, Torrance, opened the new 600-seat theatre
here about two weeks ago.
Hollywood — Tom Smith of the Jade here
will build a 400-seat structure at Vermont
and Hollywood Blvd.
Alex Mounce and George Bromley have
completed plans for a 900 seater at Santa
Monica Blvd. and Vermont. They recently
disposed of the Victory to J. B. Cunningham.
Los
abouts.

Angeles — Mike and Lou Bard announce plans for an 800-seat project here-

Joseph

and William Steinberg have announced plans for a new house.
Cantor opened the Royal, seating

Dave
700.
Louis Berkoff is operator of the new
Midway, which recently made its bow.
Within the next five weeks, Abe and
Mike Gore and Adolph Ramish expect to
open the new 750-seat theatre being constructed here. George Page, who originally
started the venture, sold out to the three
partners in Pacific States Theatres.
A1 A. Galston and Jay Sutton have started work on their new 700 seater to be
called the Center on Whittier Blvd. A
May 1 opening date has been tentatively
set.
Joseph and William Steinberg will have
their new Congress ready for opening
May 2.
Oakland — Laurence Goldsmith has purchased a tract of land on which he plans
a 1 000-seat house.
The new Laurel, owned by A. C. Karski,
has made its debut.
Oildale — Dick Lemucchi, who owns the
Granada, Bakersfield, and Arvin, Arvin,
has an 800-seat theatre under construction
here. To cost $75,000.
Pico — Mac Sinift is constructing a 500seat theatre, slated for opening in April,
and to be called the DelMar.
San Francisco — Pacific Newsreel has acquired property on Market St. for a newsreel house with television features.
Santa Barbara — Louis Kaplan, formerly
operating the Vista, San Diego, and Temple, Glendale, has opened the new Vogue,
700-seater here.
Torrance — George A. Page hopes to
have his new 600-seat house ready for
operation in 60 days.

Connecticut
Bridgeport — M. A. Schuman plans to
construct a 1,000-seat house in the Black
Rock section at a cost of $100,000.
Hartford — Reports have it that Yale
Kaplan is contemplating an outdoor theatre seating 6,500.
Jewett City — Joseph Quittner and Peter
Perakos will build a 750-seat house to replace the one destroyed by a hurricane.
John Barnett will be the manager.
New Haven — Marcel Meckelberg has been
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granted a permit for a drive-in theatre on
Milford Turnpike. Reported interested in
similar ventures in Greenwich and Hartford.
Ridgefield — Prudential circuit is contemplating a 600-seat house.
Stamford — Sam Weiss is expecting work
to be finished on the new Avon in May.
Unionville — Joe Faith has opened the
Luxor, 500 seats.
Waterbury — Frederick Van Doren has
acquired a site for an intimate theatre.
Windsor — Report has it that a new 700
or 800-seat house will go up here soon.

Delaware
Wilmington — A new 1,800-seat theatre,
the Warner, opened recently with Lewis
S. Black as manager. It cost $660,000.

Florida
Ft. Meyers — The Arcade, 1,000 seats,
costing $100,000, opened by the Sparks circuit.
Miami — J. Perry Benitoa has started construction on Negro theatre.
Construction starting on $140,000 house
located at 62nd St. and NW Seventh Ave.
E. N. Claughton, principal.
Tarpon Springs— Construction has started on an 800-seat theatre in the Taylor
Arcade.

Georgia
Atlanta — Plans are set for the Techwood
Theatre, situated in Techwood Homes, a
government housing project, operated by
the Lanier Developing Co.
Hapeville — A $30,000 theatre has opened.
Lumpkin — One of the most modern
houses in this state is the newly opened
Lumpkin.
Macon — The Bibb has opened. Harry
W. Roberts is manager.
Marietta — Strand Theatre, Inc., is planning to open a new theatre in the spring.
Savannah — Mayor James E. McMillan
and the Chamber of Commerce are working
on plans for a new theatre to attract more
people to Savannah Beach.

Illinois
Carbondale — Construction is to start
within a few weeks on a new house under
sponsorship of I. W. Rodgers, owner of
the Rodgers here. The theatre will seat
600, and will be operated on a continuous
show policy.
Carmi — Frank Barnes and Harry Pitner
of Fairfield are planning a second house
here. It will seat 750 and cost $20,000.
Fairfield — Pitner and Barnes will erect
a theatre here. Will seat 450 and cost
$25,000.
Greenville — The Frisnia Circuit is building the 600-seat Bond at a cost of $30,000.
Jacksonville — Fox Midwest opened the
new Illinois. Ralph Q. Bartlett, manager
of the Majestic, also takes over the new
house.
Jerseyville — Ballard, Horn and Metcalf
have opened the 400-seat Jersey.
Oak Park — A 1,000-seat house is being
constructed by S. Pridmore, architect. No
exhibitor lease yet.
Pana — Work is slated to get started May
1, and completed September 1, on the
1,000-seat structure, to cost approximately $75,000 for Harry Tanner, who operates
in Vandalis and Nokomis.
Peoria — George Kerasotes expects to open
the new Varsity this week.

Indiana
Antica — Carey and Alexander have opened the Devon.
Covington — Paul Smith has added a new
theatre in the Steely Bldg, to his chain.
Edinburg — J. B. Sconce has opened the

Great Activity in
Remodeling
Brownsburg.
wood.

He

also operates

in Green-

Fowler — Dick Vlastos building one.
Francesville — Ernest E. Smith expects to
have his new $20,000 theatre in construction here, ready for June opening.
Knox — Dick Vlastos of Fowler has opFairy.
ened the new Knox. He also operates the
Otterbein — James Huckelberry opened
the Band Box, 189 seats, operating every
night except Monday.
Shelby ville — Max Stahl and Nate Kaufman have opened a 640-seat house.
Williamsport — Business men are planning to build a new theatre to be turned
over to Dick Vlastos.

Iowa
Pocahontas — Jack Bouma starts construction on a $25,000 theatre April 1.
Webster City — The Pioneer circuit has
opened the New Webster.

Kansas
Blue Mound — O. L. Christian is building a 350-seat house.
Fredonia — A. W. Pugh has opened the
People’s, 300 seats, with his son, Lon, managing. Pugh also owns the White Way.
Glen E. Klock opened his new house
over the weekend.
Kansas City — Reube
ened the Jay hawk.

Finkelstein

has op-

Kentucky

Berkville — The new 300-seat Berkville
has opened. H. Nivens is manager.
Eminence — A. N. Miles, owner of the
Eminence, contemplates another theatre.
Harrodsburg — Willard Baghardt, who
has the Opera House here, is planning a
second venture. Plans to spend $50,000.
Irvine — M. Goldberg is building a new
theatre.
Latonia — Louis Wiethe has begun construction of a house to seat 1,000 and costing $75,000.

Louisiana
LaPlace — Allen Gibbs opens a new 350seat house here in a few weeks.
New Orleans — Jadel Theatres has started construction on the Circle, to cost
$120,000.
Iberville Amusement Co., of which Tom
Bailey and Milton Starr are principals,
are building a 550-seat house in the colored section at a cost of $21,000. It will
be called the Ritz.

Michigan
Allegan — Carley Amusement Co., Butterfield associate, purchased site for new
house here.
Center Line — William J. Schulte is planning a 1,000-seat house here.
Chelsea — The New Sylvan has been opened by Bennett and Wolverton.
Detroit — Excavation starts April 1 on
George W. Sampson’s new house at Mack
Ave. and Nine Mile Rd. Opening slated
for September.
Report is that new 700-seater is planned
for the west side of town.
Jack Broder’s new Rainbow has opened.
Stanley Oleszkowicz’s new 950-seat Atlas
has opened.
Fremont — William Schulte opened the
(Continued on page 83)
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CANCELLATIONS ODER TRADE PRACTICE PACT
PERPETUATE BLOCK ROOKING, MYERS CHARGES
No Substitute lor Neely
Bill or Government
Suit, He Contends
Washington — In a

denunciation

of the

proposed trade practice code, Abram F.
Myers, general counsel of Allied and that
organization’s spokesman, maintains the
contemplated cancellation clause actually
perpetuates the principle of block booking.
He made the charge in summing up for
Allied its continued advocacy of enactment of the Neely bill and told the senate
subcommittee which for over two weeks
conducted the hearings that “the real
basis of the opposition to the bill is a desire to protect and perpetuate the special
privileges and immunities which are the
fruits of the monopoly which the opponents have gained over the motion picture
industry.”
Myers told the committee he has observed but two “new arguments” against
the bill since hearings took place in 1936.
The first “alleged changed condition,”
Myers said, was Sidney R. Kent’s reference to the falling off in foreign sales due
to conditions in Europe and Asia.
“The point is relevant only on the theory
that this bill is going to hurt the American industry, which we deny,” Myers declared, pointing to the statement of C. C.
Pettijohn, MPPDA counsel, that the industry is making great gains in South
America to overcome its losses in other
parts of the world.
Into

Proposed

at this hearing.”
Taking specific clauses of the trade code
apart, Myers gave his, and Allied’s reaction, thusly:
The proposed cancellation clause, with
its sliding scale of 20-15-10 per cent cancellations “does not alter the principle of
compulsory block booking, and it is to this
principle that the supporters of the bill
object. As a matter of fact,” Myers added,
“this objectionable principle is made all
the more onerous by the very wording of
the proposal. For, under the proposal, an
exhibitor must take all of the feature pictures offered by a distributor at one time,
except westerns, reissues and foreigns, in
order to obtain the cancellation privilege.
“Mr. Schaefer put in the record the
number of RKO contracts for certain
years in which the exhibitors did not take
the total number of pictures offered. Under the proposals made by William F.
Rodgers, those exhibitors would be automatically deprived of the cancellation
privilege, even though they contracted for
only one less than the total number of
pictures in the block. Thus the proposals
not only perpetuate block booking, they
exalt it.”
Myers observed there are a “number of
:: April 22, 1939

New

York — Booking

E

and

dating

pictures

Piece

are but one

of the few

functions

that

attract local exhibitors to the Film Center. Among the other attractions are
ready, willing and able audiences that dote on discussions tending to point the way
to the doom of all independent theatre operators.
As the scene unfolds, a Boxoffice reporter, hiding behind a pencil, observes a
distributor attache in animated conversation with a member of Allied of New
Jersey, known to the reporter as having access to the fringe of confidence accorded
by Allied leaders.
There was no mistaking the enthusiastic countenance of the attache as he
inquired of the Allied man: “Well, how do you like the trade practice draft?”
Allied Man: “There was larceny in their hearts when the distributors gave out
those crumbs.”
Attache: “You sound like Col. Cole.”
Allied Man: “I didn’t need Col. Cole to tell me that from the very first trade
practice meeting everything was planned in advance so that anything they offered
in the way of cancellations would be more than made up for in the higher prices
they would ask for film.”
Attache: “If your organization knew this, why did it agree to participate in
the negotiations, knowing all the while Allied never had any intention of adopting
Allied Mali: “Allied is a sincere organization. Our
negotiations for a very good reason. If we stayed out
them.”
be
charged with being obstructionists, and we are too
say that Allied is the only exhibitor body that refused
Attache: “You’ll never go to heaven.”

committee continued in the
of the negotiations we would
sincere to have the industry
to negotiate.”

Derides " Little Crowd” After
Enactment of Neely Measure
Washington — The

that advocated

Code

Myers then launched into the proposed
trade practice code, which, he said, apparently engendered “feverish activity in
producer circles in New York . . . for use

BOXOFFICE

Conversation

same

“little crowd”

legislation 11 years

ago

pleading “we are about to be put out of
business,” have “done pretty well for
themselves, and in spite of the depression
they are all better off today than they
were then,” C. C. Pettijohn, MPPDA general counsel, told the Senate interstate
commerce sub-committee during his summation of hearings on the Neely bill.
Pettijohn was referring to A. F. Myers,
H. A. Cole, Nathan Yamins and Sidney
Samuelson. “Eleven long years have gone
by and several more hearings have been
held, but they are still with us — none with
fewer theatres than they had then,” he
added.
The MPPDA attorney declared “that at
least 90 per cent of the theatre owners of
America know enough about the business
to recognize that this bill will not accomconditions attached to the exercise of the
cancellation privilege,” but said he would
“burden the committee with only two of
The first, Myers said, is “that cancellations must be made proportionately among
them.”
the several price brackets, so that an exhibitor is, perforce, affected as much by
considerations of price as by subject-matter or content.
“Thus,” he contended, “if, under his
contract, the exhibitor is , privileged to
(Continued on next page)

plish what its proponents seek to bring
about, but on the contrary will defeat its
very
He purpose.”
challenged each of the proponents’
contentions that the bill would serve a
useful purpose. The proposed trade practice code, he held, is the only “constructive, effective, practical and workable approach to the problems presented.”
Taking each of the claims and charges
made in support of the bill, Pettijohn offered a rebuttal as “revealed by testimony
of witnesses before this committee.” In
answer to the sponsors’ belief that the
bill would establish community freedom in
the selection of films, Pettijohn declared
that, while “it is obvious they are using
the same terms, the three groups are talking about three different things.”
Community selection “to the exhibitor”
means a picture which the greatest number of people will come to see, he said.
To representatives of women’s clubs and
welfare groups it means the picture that
they think the people should see. To the
general public it means a free choice to
see any picture that it wants to see, Pettijohn summarized.
Answering the charge exhibitors are required to take all or a specified number of
pictures in a group to obtain any desired
film or films, he said: “The record shows
that one picture plays 10,000 accounts
while another picture in the same group
19
(Continued on page 21)

Cancellations

Maintain

Life

How Myers Suggests
Hurdling Synopses

Of Block Sales, Allied Says
(Continued from preceding page)
cancel only one in each of the two top
brackets, and he wants to cancel more, he
cannot do so. But they considerately allow him to make all the cancellations he
is entitled to in the lowest price bracket.
And if he waives his right to cancel a picture in the higher brackets, he cannot exercise it in the next lower bracket, but
must go clear to the bottom if he wants,
to cancel another picture in lieu of his
waiver in the higher brackets.
“In view of this emphasis on the lower
bracket, the committee will appreciate
why Mr. Yamins was fearful that the producers might do in the future, as they did
under 1SCRA, namely, produce cheap pictures or ‘cheaters’ with a view to having
them canceled.”
Myers then discussed the proposal designed to overcome the inability of an exhibitor to “obtain outstanding pictures not
under contract because, having already
bought a number of blocks, he cannot absorb additional blocks.”
Although such a proposal has been submitted, Myers asked consideration of the
“conditions” attached to it.
“The picture, in the first place,” he
said, “must be one having ‘such exceptional and outstanding appeal as to create
a natural and spontaneous national public demand and for which there is a spontaneous and natural public demand in the
town, city or section in which the exhibitor’s theatre is located and which would
not be shown unless licensed for exhibition to the exhibitor.’ This is quite a burden of proof for an exhibitor to assume;
but listen to the rest of it,” Myers said.
He then read another portion of the
clause and said: “It means that if an exhibitor has the product of three companies
under contract, and this leaves only a
few uncommitted playdates, and he applies to a fourth company for an outstanding picture, he must, in order to get that
picture, take enough others with it to
completely fill his playing time. With his
playing time thus completely committed,
he is in no position to seek outstanding
pictures from the remaining distributors.
This weakness in the provision I have
personally called to the attention of counsel for the companies,” Myers declared,
“but no change in the wording has been
forthcoming.”
A “Barrier”

to Product

The Allied attorney had criticism of another clause, “which appears for the first
time in this latest revision” of the trade
pact. This bears on the clause whereby
an exhibitor who has been a customer of
a distributor and who has refused to contract for such distributor’s features shall
have no right to attempt to use the article
to compel such distributor to license to
him from time to time its outstanding features.
“If I understand this,” Myers interposed, “and I think I do, it means that,
if an exhibitor has once been a customer
of a particular distributor and decides that
the blocks of other companies are more
promising for the ensuing year and hence
does not contract for that company’s out-
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put, he can enjoy no rights as against that
company under the proposal.”
He characterized as “pure window dressing” the paragraph in the pact which
says that “in the future preferred time
will not be demanded for engagements
calling for flat rentals or guarantees.”
In respect to the remainder of the preferred playing time clause, covering percentage engagements, Myers told the committee to “note that if an arbitration
board holds a particular picture unsuitable for Sunday showing, the distributor
may substitute another picture for showing in such preferred time.”
Terminating his remarks relative to the
trade draft, Myers observed “the proposals
are purely voluntary. They are not binding on the distributors. The stated term
is for two years but they may be disregarded before or after the expiration of
the term. Moreover, in view of the fact
that they represent an agreement between
seven of the eight big companies to perpetuate, in modified form, certain oppressive practices, I rather imagine they will
not be put into effect without at least the
tacit approval of the department of justice.
“Fair

System”

Emphasized

“The most important point,” Myers added, “from the standpoint of exhibitors, is
that the effectiveness of every provision
without exception depends on setting up
of a fair arbitration system. They are all
subject to arbitration. Our association has
tried on three occasions to get from the
distributors a clear-cut outline of the
principles and machinery of arbitration.
At the request of counsel for the major
companies I submitted such an outline
two months ago. Evidently this was unacceptable, at least it was rejected in toto.
The present draft contains only a skeleton
outline which our association declared in
January to be inadequate.”
Myers said he agreed with Rodgers’
statement “that there are provisions in
the draft that I like. I personally hope
than an acceptable arbitration system will
be worked out to ease the strain of future
conflicts. But I do unhesitatingly say
that the proposals in their present form
are not a fair substitute for the Neely bill
or for the government’s suit.”
As for the bill itself, Myers

declared:

“The only menace to the Big Eight from
the enactment of the Neely bill is one
which those fighting it dare not mention.
That is the opening of the business to the
competition of independent production.
With compulsory block booking abolished,
the Big Eight, in common with all other
industries, will have to sell their products
on their merits. An independent picture
which is better than a trust-made picture
will supplant it on the screens. The public will benefit greatly from the increased
incentive to make good pictures. Against
these considerations the efforts of the
monopolists must not prevail.”
Myers denied the “slighting charge” of
Schaefer that public groups with which
the bill originated are misguided and are
blindly following a slogan. “It is inconceivable that such great numbers of in-

Washington

statements

— ■ Taking

by opponents

cognizance

of

of the Neely bill

that any “complete and true” synopsis is
impossible of delivery, Abram F. Myers of
Allied would amend Section 4 of the promeasureof with
accurate”
inclusionposed
in lieu
the “an
other.
The section
then would go:
“It shall be unlawful for any distributor of motion picture films in commerce
to lease or offer to lease for public exhibition any motion picture film or films
over 2,000 feet in length unless such distributor shall furnish the exhibitor at or
before the time of making such lease or
offer to lease an accurate synopsis of the
contents of such film. Such synopsis shall
be made a part of the lease and shall include (a) a general outline of the story
and descriptions of the principal characters and (b) a statement describing the
manner of treatment of dialogues concerning any scenes depicting vice, crime or
suggestive of sexual passion. It is the
purpose of this section to make available
to the exhibitor sufficient information
concerning the type and contents of the
film and the manner of treatment of questionable subject matter to enable him to
determine whether he wishes to select the
film for exhibition and later to determine whether the film is fairly described
by the synopsis.”
telligent people would champion the measure if they did not intend to avail themselves of the privileges” the bill would afford, Myers declared.
“Those of us who have studied the problem are not greatly concerned by the
claims which Messrs. Kent and Schaefer
have made on different occasions during
the past three years to the effect that the
Neely bill will disturb or destroy the price
structure of the industry because it would
entail pricing on the basis of groups less
than the total block,” he went on.
Myers then exhibited a standard contract form, noting it provides for four
separate price groups while containing no
identification of the pictures offered.
“This confirms my statement that the
distributors already are pricing their pictures in groups less than a block,” Myers
said. “The witnesses representing the Big
Eight have told you how pictures are made,
but they have told you precious little
about how pictures are sold. No other
business on earth does, or could do, business on this basis; it is possible in the
motion picture business only because a
few great corporations, employing unified
tactics, have acquired a monopoly.”
Myers offered an amendment to section
four of the Neely bill, proposed by the
bill’s proponents, because “they do
want to put unnecessary hobbles on
studios.” The amended section deals
furnishing a synopsis of each picture,

not
the
with
and

is designed to “meet the reasonable criticisms of the opponents of the bill,” Myers
said, in that “general outline” is substituted for “true and accurate . . . all . . .
without
deviation.”
With the
largest record, probably, ever
(Continued on next page)
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Derides " Little Crowd” After
Enactment of Neely Measure
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compiled in any block booking hearing, due
largely to the freedom with which Senator
Neely permitted the inclusion of books, editorials, letters, telegrams and other material offered by any witness, the subcommittee headed by Senator Ellison D. (Cotton Ed) Smith of South Carolina is expected to require a considerable time for
study of the testimony and quite possibly
will not arrive at any decision until late
in the session.
Sen. Sheridan Downey of California
told Neely that the industry was handling
its problems pretty well and should be left
alone.
“If the movies are improving from the
standpoint of standards and morals,” Senator Downey said, “serious consideration
should be given to leaving it in their
hands.”

Consistent

Improvement

No

matter what Congress does, he asserted, exhibitors will continue to show
what their patrons call for and people
will continue to like the same types of
films that they like now. He scoffed at
the claim that pictures would improve and
declared that if the bill was adopted, the
improvement at the end of five years would
foe no greater than if the industry was
left alone, pointing out that motion pictures, in the 30 years of their existence,
had made greater progress than any other
art in a like period of time.
Apparently smarting under suggestions
from industry representatives that they
did not know as much about pictures as
they thought, the two feminine leaders
of the proponents “let loose” in a big way
in summing up, particularly Miss Catherine Lyford, of the Massachusetts Civic
League, who had many cutting things to
say about “Will Hays’ smoke screen” and
the grasping film monopoly.
The high point of her castigation was
the remark that opponents of the bill, in
showing the danger to the industry, had
not proved that if it were passed “Louis
Mayer would have to go on the WPA.”
The question for the subcommittee to
decide, Miss Lyford declared, is whether
“sheer monopolistic power” shall continue
or real community freedom be “restored”
throughout the United States.
“Could Be Worse”
Intimating that the industry might be
worse off than under the Neely bill as
now written, Mrs. Mary T. Bannerman revealed that when the measure was written, the authors refrained from providing
for the “ideal” procedure out of consideration for the pocketbooks of the producers.
The “ideal” legislation, she said, would
require that local organizations see and
pass upon every picture before it be publicly shown and that no exhibitor be permitted to buy a picture before he had
seen it. However, she explained, it was
realized that such requirements would impose a heavy financial burden upon the
producers and the bill, as it now stands,
was written as a “compromise.”
The groups represented by herself
Miss

Lyford
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plays only 2,000 accounts, thus proving
conclusively that most exhibitors are not
required to take all or none of the pictures
released.”
His answer to the charge that compulsory block booking prevents communities
from
have

seeing
shown

are exhibited

desirable pictures, was: “We
that all worthwhile pictures
in theatres

accessible

to any-

one who wants to see them.”
To the charge that pictures are harmful
to children, he said: “We have shown that
a vast number of pictures produced and
released are ideally suited for showing to
The charge that films have a harmful
children.”
effect on the behavior of young people
Petti.iohn met with: “We have shown that
these studies have been discredited in the
scientific and educational world and are
based on research that is unscientific,
outdated and outmoded, and are full of
misrepresentations

and

fallacious

assump-

the

detriment

in all film

of small

rentals

community

to

thea-

He denied enactment of the bill would
greatly improve the quality of pictures.
“We have shown,” he declared, “by the
undisputed testimony of those who make
the pictures that this law would prevent
tres.”
the production of first quality pictures.”
The producers have shown “that the
worst type of pictures today are not made
by responsible American producers and
not sold in blocks but are sold singly,” he
said, denying the claim that enactment of
the bill would prevent the exhibition of
indecent and immoral pictures.
“Uncontradicted” testimony has shown
the bill would curtail production and
sharply reduce employment, “probably by
as much as one-half,” he asserted.
To the claim that the bill would enable
additional
have

independent

producers

to en-

gage in production, Pettijohn said, “We
shown that, on the contrary, the

Neely
He denied a small group of men detertions.”mine what shall be made into a motion
picture. “Practically every successful and
worthwhile book, play or story which it is
possible to produce has been made into a
motion picture,” he asserted.
He refuted the charge producers refuse
to accept voluntarily responsibility to
maintain acceptable standards of decency
in films. “The leading producing companies,” Pettijohn declared, “have recognized their responsibility and have made
steady

and

continuous progress by the development of a definite written code of

standards of production.”
“Control Best at Studios”
To the contention that control over
decency in pictures can be exercised most
effectively at home or in the neighborhoods, he said: “Such control can be exercised effectively only at the source of production, the studios.”
The claim that the sections of the Neely
bill prohibiting compulsory block booking
and prohibiting blind selling are inseparable and necessary to establish community
selection of films, was answered with:
“Community selection of motion pictures
exists today and compulsory block booking
and blind selling have been eliminated by
selective contracts.”
Pettijohn answered the claim that, under the bill, the exhibitor can obtain a
retail selection of films at wholesale prices
with: “This bill would force the wholesale distributor to charge retail prices for
wholesale buys. This would compel an
for the trade practice proposals
distributors, Mrs. Bannerman said.

of

the

Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur’s suggestion to
Chairman Smith that the trade practice
agreement be tried out before legislation
was adopted, she contended, did not mean
that the head of the Motion Picture Research Council has changed his views, intimating that Dr. Wilbur had taken the
proposals as embodying all of the reforms
contemplated under the Neely bill. However, she said, the proposals fall far short
of the bill itself.

bill would make it impossible for independent producers to stay in the business and would tend to monopolize the
business in the hands of a very few large

He went on to say the bill “would decompanies.”
stroy the option to cancel, and selective
contracts: that the intelligent selection of
pictures by exhibitors can be made only
when the picture is ready for booking, not
when it is licensed, which would be impossible under the Neely

bill.”

New York — Asserting that “the best
censors of pictures” are the people and
that “the motion picture industry should
be allowed to solve its own problems without governmental interference,” Bernarr
Macfadden, publisher of Liberty, in an
editorial to appear in the May 13 issue,
asks readers of the weekly to write their
congressman and senators and register
strenuous objections to the Neely bill.
The editorial is headed “The Motion
Picture Business a Political Football” and
goes on to say, “For many years, with the
assistance of Will Hays, a censorship body
has functioned that controls the movie
industry far more intelligently than any
political body, whose knowledge of motion
pictures would naturally be limited.”
Explaining what he believes passage of
the Neely bill would mean, the publisher
further states, “When
huge sums of money,

a producer spends
sometimes millions,

for making a picture, he must be reasonably sure of a market and, if this bill
should pass, it would greatly curtail the
investment in motion pictures. The motion picture business at present is suffering not only from a diminished business
in this country, but from extraordinary efforts being made by all the dictator countries to shut out American films. It is to
the financial interest of motion picture
officials to produce clean films. No other
kind ever made a profit. Therefore, they
can be depended upon in the future, as
they have in the past, to produce pictures
that will have a wholesome, healthy influence on all those

who

view

them.”
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Paramount Finishes
Four of 15 Films
Hollywood

—

Four

of the

15 pictures

Paramount expects to have ready for release by September 1 have been completed, Barney Balaban, president, said
on the eve of his departure for New York
with Stanton Griffis and Russell Holman.
These are “Beau Geste,” “London After
Dark,” “Jamaica Inn” and “What a Life.”
Five other top bracket pictures are in
work, including “Rulers of the Seas,”
“Heaven on a Shoestring,” “Disputed Passage,” “Geronimo” and “The Cat and the
Canary.” To be finished by September 1
are "Dr. Cyclops” and “The Light That
Failed.”
Charles Laughton is starred in the two
English films produced by Mayflower, in
which he is a partner with Eric Pommer.
They are “Jamaica Inn” and “London
After Dark.” “French Without Tears” will
be made with Ray Milland and Ellen Drew.
The Hopalong Cassidy series will be continued by Harry Sherman.
Among stars on the roster will be Ronald Colman, Gary Cooper, Melvyn Douglas, Douglas Fairbanks jr„ Paulette Goddard, Jackie Cooper, Joe E. Brown, Pat
O’Brien, Fay Bainter, and others to be announced. Directors include Frank Borzage, Cecil B. DeMille, Edward H. Griffith, Henry Hathaway, Alfred Hitchcock,
Mitchell Leisen, Frank Lloyd, Lewis Milestone, Theodore Reed, Alfred Santell, Ernest B. Schoedsack, Paul H. Sloane, Andrew Stone and William A. Wellman.

Balaban Says Paramount
Will Have 60 Features
Chicago — Paramount

will have

60 fea-

tures on the 1939-40 lineup, Barney Balaban, president, told Boxoffice here.

"An
Exciting Sight ”
New York — The magic of television
has been taken out of the laboratories
and brought into the limelight.
Before about 100 members of the
press, RCA-NBC on Thursday put
on what might be regarded as the
first practical demonstration of the
new medium as home owners, with
stock RCA receivers, should expect it
to be like regularly from April 30 on,
when scheduled programs commence.
Views brought to the assemblage
included the ceremonies attending the
official opening of the RCA Building at the World’s Fair, eight miles
from the receivers, a short film entitled “Television,” showing the intricacies of television, studio programs, and a three round amateur
boxing match, put on in the RCA
Building in Manhattan where the preview took place.
The reception, both sight and
sound, was splendid. This appraisal
is in full consideration of the dullness of the day where the NBC mobile television unit was operating at
the Fair grounds. Also in consideration of the short stage at which the
new medium has had to shake its
swaddling clothes and the stretch for
improvement beyond.
The images were seen on a stock
receiver, with a screen measuring
seven and three-eights by nine and
three-quarter inches. When, occasionally, light hilations appeared, a
nearby attendant made the proper
adjustments to bring the focus into
proper line.
Overall, it was an exciting sight.
RCA has made good its promise; it
has achieved a technical advancement
that may well mark a new day in the
march of progress. — L. W.

NBC

Regular
New

Paramount
Set for June

Meeting
12-14

Hollywood — Following

studio

confer-

ences with Barney Balaban, Stanton Griffis, Y. Frank Freeman, William LeBaron,
Edwin L. Weisl, Leon Netter, Russell Holman and Robert M. Gillham, Neil F. Agnew, vice-president in charge of distribution, has set June 12-14 as the annual
Paramount convention dates. The place,
the Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles.
Agnew expects to have about a dozen
of next season’s pictures ready for screening to delegates, which will include division, district and branch managers,
salesmen and home office executives.
There will be about 200 in attendance. A
number of studio executives and stars will
be on hand during the three-day meetings.
Balaban, Agnew, Gillham and other
home office executives leave next week for
Omaha

for the premiere of “Union Pacific.” They will then return to New York.
The company will have 60 features, but is
planning to reduce the shorts schedule by
approximately 15 reels. Details of the convention now are being worked out.
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Machinery

for

Television

York — 'Simultaneous

with the press

preview of a television demonstration attending the opening of RCA’s exhibit at
the World’s Fair, NBC put into motion the
machinery for the first regularly scheduled
television programs in America for home
reception.
Regular studio presentations will adhere to a minimum of two hours a week
over W2XBS. Regular evening programs,
built according to a policy developed by
the NBC television staff over nearly three
years of experimental work, will fall on
Wednesday and Friday of each week, beginning May 3. The hour will be from 8
to 9 p. m., Eastern Daylight Saving time.
Outdoor pickups of scheduled news events
will be made on Wednesday, Thursday or
Friday afternoon.
The transmission schedule will be inaugurated with a three and one-half-hour
program April 30, which will pick up the
formal opening of the World’s Fair. There
will also be telecast at the Fair 23 hours
of film programs for the benefit of exhibitors and local dealers demonstrating
commercial receivers. These transmissions will be of 10-minute duration at 15minute intervals.

Goldwyn Would Cut
All Ties With UA
Wilmington — Samuel

Goldwyn’s

action

against UA, recently filed here by Ward
and Gray, attorneys representing Max D.
Steuer, has only one fundamental difference from the one dropped in New York.
In this suit Goldwyn is seeking a complete
break with United Artists as his second
prayer for relief requests the court to find
that “the plaintiff is entitled to the termination of his agreement by notice,”
whereas in the first complaint Goldwyn
sought

“that the plaintiff shall be entitled to be restored to all his rights and
privileges under the agreements, and
these agreements shall be continued in
full force and effect.”
Attorneys for Goldwyn declared the producer became convinced a clean break
was preferable after consulting Steuer
over long-distance telephone. There is a
strong possibility this case may have a
jury trial. It is also intimated that,
should Goldwyn win his separation, he
will bring new actions for damages against
United Artists.
The present action is the outgrowth of
various agreements signed between the
producer-owners of the corporation, which
provided that all distribution contracts
are to be the same and no amendments to
these contracts are to be permitted without the written consent of all the others.
Goldwyn complains Korda breached his
contract by the formation of his new company and through his interest with Columbia in Harefield Productions, Ltd., of
London. He also disputes Korda’s right
to distribute his pictures in Nationalist
Spain, but not through UA.
Fairbanks’ Elton Company, and the “Silvertone plan,” as regards producers who
are not owners, but who release through
United Artists, are other bones of contention.
Besides the relief mentioned above,
Goldwyn seeks a declaratory judgment declaring the defendant has breached his
contract and also such other relief, declaratory, injunctive, coercive, consequential or otherwise as the court may find

just.

Paramount
Stockholders'
Suit to Federal
Court
New

York — The

Paramount

stockhold-

er suit, brought January 6 in the Supreme
court by Frank Jablow and Sam Acker,
each holding 300 shares of common, has
been transferred to the federal court, on
request of A. T. and T., one of the defendants. Among the latter are 31 officers
and directors of the corporation, Western
Electric, Erpi, Paramount, and A. T. and T.
The suit charges waste, mismanagement,
and coercion between the Paramount
board and Erpi which resulted in losses
to Paramount stockholders of over $25,000,000. Paramount gets 50 days in which
to answer.
BOXOFFICE
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WIDE ACCLAIM
FOR ALL THREE
SETTING

new

standards

of quality and per-

formance, Eastman’s latest negative
have met with instant approval. Each
its special contribution

films
makes

. . . fast, fine-grained

P/ns-X, for general studio work . . . high-speed
Super-XX , for all difficult exposures

. . . ultra-

fine-grained Background-X , for backgrounds
and all-round exterior work. All three offer
the high reliability and photographic
typical of Eastman
Eastman

Kodak

sensitized

Company,

quality

materials.

Rochester,

N. Y.

(J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors, Fort Lee,
Chicago, Hollywood.)

EASTMAN
Super-XX
BOXOFFICE
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Plus-X . . .

• • • Mtackground-X

E
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A War Would Halt
Trade in London

studios are required to have sufficient
raid shelters in time of war.
The

Duke

presume theatres might continue to operate as long as there is a supply of film. A
fresh source of product might always be
available from America, it is pointed out,
assuming theatre personnel is not disrupted for military service.
But as for production, even conservative
observers see this reduced to the vanishing point. Producers and stars have already been lined up to tour the country,
to encourage the people and, perhaps, to
encourage military enlistment. This would
be equivalent to Mary Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks touring the United States in
war time to help the sale of Liberty Bonds.
Studios have been assigned duties in
the event of an outbreak. Denham, for
instance, will serve as a depository for
grain and other foodstuffs. Pinewood may
house airplane parts or munitions and
supplies.
Should production continue at all, it will
be along lines calculated to stir interest in
nationalism. Some companies have been
approached by the government, which has
proffered loans of army and navy personnel and equipment, for the production
of films with dramatic and romantic content having the
ground.

army

or navy

as back-

Even now all film studios are being
visited regularly by ARP — Air Raid Precautions— men who show employes how to
wear and manipulate gas masks. All

Kent

recently

appealed

successfully to all executives in distribution and production to cooperate with the
Royal Navy by renting films to battleships.
Although

London — Producers here see the virtual
stoppage of the industry in the event of
war. All manner of speculation exists
over the status of exhibition. Observers

of

air

a fee would be paid, the consideration would be almost negligible. In

America the proffered rentals would probably not be considered but for an emergency measure such as relief and entertainment of sailors during war.
During the last two crises all the films
in the vaults of the companies in Wardour
Street were removed to the country to offset the possibility of explosions and fire
in the heart of the city. In the midst of

film Korda has yet produced will be “The
Thief of Bagdad,” which Dr. Ludwig Berger will direct. Sabu and Conrad Veidt
are starred.

continuous presence in the air of bombers and fighting planes practicing manoeuvers.

Paramount

Executives

To "Pacific" Debut
Hollywood — Paramount
huddling

here

on

plans

executives

now

for

sea-

next

son will attend the premiere of “Union
Pacific” in Omaha April 28 and thereafter continue to New York. The group
will include Barney Balaban, Stanton
Griffis, Neil F. Agnew and Robert M.
Gillham.
Paramount will run to the same number
of features for 1939-40 as this season, but
plans to reduce the number of shorts by
approximately 15 reels.

Mixed

Success

Greets

to determine whether it contained “obscene” material. Meanwhile the film is
still banned in New York and no appeal
is contemplated for some time.

British Isles Paramount
Managers Meet May 5
New York — Paramount branch managers, salesmen and ad salesmen in Great
Britain, Scotland, Wales and Ireland will
hold a three-day convention in London
starting May 5. David E. Rose, managing
director, will preside.
Fred

Police Didn't Make

it seems, she appeared in “Confessions
of a Nazi Spy.” But anybody can see
a cop. Not everybody a hat and furs
like these.
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Conte
ences.

It—

Lya Lys had a policeman by her side
as she arrived from the coast because,

000,000 for release through UA in 1939-40.
This was disclosed by Morris Helprin,
American advertising and publicity head
for Korda, who spent about a month with
the English producer going over plans.
Korda will resume active direction of at
least one film, this to star Merle Oberon.

At present it is literally impossible to
shoot exteriors in England because of the

film, “The Puritan,” continues its
career with mixed success. Herbert Rosener has purchased western
rights. The custom officials in New York
have released the print after holding it

Cosmo-Sileo

York — Alexander Korda will produce five films costing upwards of $3,-

has not directed a picture since “Rembrandt,” almost three years ago. Each of
the new productions will be in Technicolor,
Helprin revealed. The most pretentious

CareerYorkof —"Puritan"
Lenauer International’s

by

New

the September crisis half the studios'
manpower was called for emergency service. It would have been impossible to
continue production if a conflict had
arisen.

New
French
stormy

— 'Photo

Korda to Make Five
For Release by UA

W.

Lange, general foreign representative, is due early next week on the
di Savoia for home office confer-

Weeks

Monogram

Week

New York — Monogram franchise holders will celebrate George W. Weeks Week
starting April 17. This is in the form of
a

sales round-up preparatory to the annual convention in Chicago, May 4-6.

He

Others on the list are "Four Feathers,”
“Over the Moon,” “Jungle Boy” from Kipling’s “Jungle Book,” and the film, yet
unchosen, to star Miss Oberon.

Early "Heights" Reports
On Grosses Are Bright
New

York — Early returns

to the UA

of-

fice here indicate “Wuthering Heights” is
outgrossing all previous Goldwyn productions.
The picture closed its first week at the
Rivoli here with an estimated $50,000, and
is scheduled to run a minimum of four
weeks more. The Rivoli attendance record was broken the first four days of the
engagement, and on one day the 2,000seat house played to 15,600 admissions.
The film broke every record for the past
three years at the Aldine, Philadelphia,
and is set for a five-week stretch.
All house records likewise toppled at the
United Artists, San Francisco. The film
is being held over indefinitely
ted Artists, Chicago.

at the Uni-

Stockholders Retaining
20th-Fox Directorate
New York — Joseph M. Schenck has
been re-elected chairman of the board of
20th Century-Fox and the entire present
roster of officers and directors were uning.
animously chosen to continue in office,
following

the

annual

stockholders’

meet-

Other officers are Sidney R. Kent, president; William C. Michel, executive vicepresident; Darryl F. Zanuck and William
Goetz, vice-presidents; Sydney Towell,
treasurer; Wilfred J. Eadie, comptroller
and assistant treasurer; Felix A. Jenkins,
secretary; John P. Edmondson, J. Harold
Lang and George F. Wasson jr., assistant
secretaries, and Walter S. Bell and Read
B. Simonson, assistant treasurers.
The board continues with H. Donald
Campbell, John R. Dillon, Wilfred J.
Eadie, Jenkins, Kent, Daniel O. Hastings,
Michel, William P. Philips, Hermann G.
Place, Seton Porter, Schenck and Towell.
The board members were elected with
a vote of 1,741,985 shares of outstanding
common stock.
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ing in 1940 were in existence between the
society and the Florida users; that in 1936
alone almost $60,000 was collected from
the users, and that similar sums were expected for the remainder of the term.
While the net profits of the business in
Florida is not shown, the business of the

A Round to Ascap
In Suit Remand
Washington-— The

American

Society

of

Composers, Authors and Publishers won
a modified victory in the supreme court,
in decisions remanding cases involving the
Florida and Washington “anti-Ascap” laws
to courts in those states, in the former
for trial of the society’s bill of complaint
against the statute, and in the latter that
Ascap might submit evidence to support
its contention that the sum involved was
sufficient to give the federal courts jurisdiction.
In neither case did the high court, in
decisions delivered by Associate Justice
Stanley Reed, give any indication of its
views as to the constitutionality of the
state laws, but in a dissenting opinion in
the Florida case, Associate Justice Hugo
L. Black made it clear that he felt the
music organization was a monopoly which
should be halted.
State

Had

Appealed

The Florida case came before the court
on an appeal of the state from the order
of the district court refusing to dismiss
Ascap’s bill of complaint for failure to
set out facts sufficient to show federal
jurisdiction and granting an interlocutory injunction against the enforcement
of the state law aimed at combinations
fixing the price for the privilege of rendering privately or publicly for profit
copyrighted musical compositions.
The Washington case was appealed by
Ascap from a decree refusing an injunction against the state law rendering illegal activities carried on by pools of copyright owners in authorizing by blanket
licenses the performance of their musical
compositions.
Delivering the court’s opinions, Justice
Reed pointed out that the Florida court
granted the injunction but denied the motion to dismiss the bill because “it thought
that great damage would result unless the
injunction issued and that there was grave
doubt of the constitutionality of the act.”
“A Question of Prohibition”
The issue of federal jurisdiction, he
pointed out further, was raised by the
state, which contended that the necessary sum of $3,000 was not involved because the suit was brought for the benefit
of the members of the society and it was
not shown that the loss of any single member due to enforcement of the act would
amount to the jurisdictional amount. But,
he said, the finding of the court that the
aggregate rights of all members exceeds
$3,000 was fully supported.
“The essential matter in controversy here
is the right of the members, in association through the society, to conduct the
business of licensing the public performance for profit of their copyrights,” he
explained. “This method of combining
for contracts is interdicted by the Florida
statute. It is not a question of taxation
or regulation but prohibition. Under such
circumstances, the issue of jurisdiction is
the value of this right to conduct the
business free of the prohibition of the
statute. To determine the value of this
right, the district court had the admitted
facts that more than 300 contracts expirBOXOFFICE

society, as a whole, is profitable. * * *
From these facts, the finding of the district court that the matter in controversy
— the value of the aggregate rights of all
members to conduct their business through
the society — exceeds $3,000 in value is
fully
supported.”
Likewise,
he said, the refusal to dismiss
the bill of complaint was justified, and
since that bill sets out that the exercise
of rights granted by the copyright act is
prohibited by the state law, and that other
constitutional guarantees are infringed,
there is “need to protect complainants”
and “the manner in and extent to which
the challenged statute offends or complies with the applicable provisions of the
Constitution will be clearer after final
hearings and findings.”
Holding that the Washington court erred
in failing to permit the music society to
prove its contention that the jurisdictional
amount was involved, Justice Reed points
out that Ascap had alleged the worth of
its pooled copyrights exceeded $1,000,000
and the royalties from 528 Washington
licensees in 1936 exceeded $60,000, while
it placed the cost of complying with the
state law at not less than $300,000.
In discussing the factors which must be
considered when deciding whether the
courts have jurisdiction, Justice Reed noted
the Washington act, unlike the Florida
statute, does not completely prohibit copyright pooling and allows the copyright
holders to combine as long as they follow
the per-piece system of fee charges and
annually file a complete catalog of their
copyright entries.

National to Open Talks
With Four Major Units
New

York — With

arrival here of Charles

Buckley and Larry Kent of Fox West
Coast from Los Angeles, National Theatres
will shortly launch negotiations on four
major company deals. They will be with
M-G-M, Warner, UA and Columbia and
probably for two or three years with each
distributor. Contracts with 20th CenturyFox, Paramount, RKO and Universal do
not expire until the end of the 1939-40
season.
Reduction of admissions in some coast
houses and resumption of giveaways in
others do not mean the practices are being indulged a la wholesale. Policy changes
are always being made, an executive of
the circuit states and adds these shiftings about are contingent upon local conditions.

B&K Annual Profit Sheet
Shows Slight Decline
Chicago — Net profits of the B&K

circuit

for the year ended Dec. 31, 1938, amounted to $1,270,401, after all charges. This
compares with $1,398,616 for the previous
year. Business for the first 14 weeks of
the current year is off four and a half per
cent as compared to the same period last
year.

— ’Photo

Paramount

by

Cosmo-Sileo

Got Him —

Will Fyffe, well-known Scotch character actor, does a bit of posing as he
arrived from London on the Aquitania,
en route to the coast for a role in
“Rulers of the Sea” which Frank
Lloyd will produce.

Golden Trust Suit
Amicably Settled
Indianapolis — The

$180,000

anti-trust

action brought by Herman and Mrs. L.
Golden of the Parker & Golden theatres
against major distributors and Charles M.
Walker, Alonzo E. Walker and Joseph
Cantor has been settled out of court. The
Walkers operate the Irving and Cantor
the Rivoli and Emerson, east side houses.
Under the settlement, the Parker is to
play 28 days after completion of runs at
the Rivoli or Emerson. If a picture is
shown in both the Rivoli and Emerson,
the Parker plays 23 days after the run
in the one of the two houses in which it
was first shown. The Parker likewise will
play 14 days after the run in the Hamilton. These terms apply when a 15-cent
minimum is charged.
The Parker may charge a 10-cent minimum night admission, but, in that event,
the clearance for the Rivoli and Emerson
is 100 days.
Pictures are to be made available to
the Golden 39 days after the run at the
Rivoli, 14 days after the run at the Irving,
or 11 days after the run at the Irving
as to any pictures furnished the Golden
under a contract which provides for only
11 days’ clearance to the Irving, depending on which showing is first.
In other words, 39 days after the completion of the run at the Rivoli the picture may be shown at the Golden whether
it has been shown at the Irving or not.
The Golden is to have the option of charging 10-cent admissions.

Rebuild at Wildwood
Wildwood,

N.

J. — The

Casino

Theatre

here, destroyed by fire, will be rebuilt.
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Gotham Fund Drive
Leaders Are Named

Schwartz, Century circuit; Jean Lenauer,
Filmarte Theatre; Leo Brecher and others
to be

named. Depinet will have as assistants a captain at headquarters of each
producing and
distributing company.
Ralph I. Poucher of Consolidated will be
Yates’

New York — At an organizational meeting held at the Hotel Astor, the local industry formulated plans for participation
in the Greater New York Fund by breaking down the business into four major
classifications and named chairmen to
head each.
Ben Moss is chairman of the exhibition
division; Ned E. Depinet, distribution;
Herbert J. Yates, accessories, and Herman
Robbins, allied crafts, including accessories
and trailers. Assisting Moss will be
Charles C. Moskowitz, Loew’s; Leslie E.
Thompson, RKO
circuit; Harry Brandt,
president of the ITOA; Max Cohen, president of the Allied of New York; Freddie

right-hand

bower

Casanve,
Robbins’.will meet
The chairmen
Rubin,

general

chairman

and

Charles

with

L.

J. Robert

representing

the

industry, at his office on Thursday to report progress.
A minimum of $100,000 is sought from
the business for the Fund which is a consolidation of 380 New York charities entirely non-sectarian in makeup. Those
companies and employe groups which contribute are not to be solicited by the Fund
again this year.

Metro

Renews

Pete

Brandt Envisions
A United Trade

Smith

Hollywood — Pete Smith has been given
a new three-year contract by Metro as
a producer of short subjects.

New York — Envisioning a single, unified national exhibitor organization once
there is general acceptance of the trade
practice code, Harry Brandt, ITOA president, informs Boxoffice he will initiate a
move

to bring both affiliated and independent operators into line.
Brandt is emphatic that the proposal

would

serve no useful purpose if arbitration machinery is not functioning to the

satisfaction of a majority of theatre interests. On the assumption, however,
arbitration will survive among the concessions offered by distributors, Brandt
sees a lasting step forward toward the
adjudication of the bulk of trade disputes.
That is why he favors one organization.
“Since we will all be in the same pot,” he
says, “we might as well work together.
Even though some of the economic interests, should the formation of such a plan
eventuate, be diametrically opposed, they
will still be bound to live up to the letter
and spirit of an arbitration system and, if
fairness is to prevail, we will all get further on a common meeting ground.”
Brandt would like to see “a cabinet man
whose fairness is beyond reproach” head
the proposed organization. He wants this
man to be “outside the influence of the
A far-flung network of regional offices
Hays office.”
where arbitration rulings over trade disputes could be diagnosed and distributed
to all theatre owners to offset many minor
clashes would go a long way toward alleviating friction, Brandt thinks. Further,
by regularly exchanging ideas between
regional heads who would be constantly
alert to trade grievances as they crop up,
many alleged evils could be averted at the
source, thus creating a permanency in the
eradication of countless exhibitor squawks,
it is his view.

A New York Market
Alexander Trailers

for

New York — Salesmen in the local territory will begin selling trailers for Alexander Prevues, the company recently formed by Julius Alexander, son of J. Don
Alexander of Alexander Film Co. within
a month. Production is being handled at
the company’s laboratories at Colorado
Springs, Colo. An office will open Monday at the Film Center Bldg. Adolph Haas,
assistant to president Alexander, plans to
hold a house warming.

Warner to Make 16 Films
At Teddington Studios
Above

a home

office group

bound

for Cincinnati.

Left to right, Joseph

H.

Seidelman, vice-president in charge of foreign distribution; William A.
Scully, general sales manager; Dan Schaefer, official of the Pennsylvania
Railroad

and a member of Universal’s board, and Nate J. Blumberg, Universal’s president. Below, the Philadelphia contingent. Seated, left to right:
R. Bernhard, student salesman; William Doyle, salesman. Standing in the
same alignment: S. Perlsweig and Jack Engel, salesmen; Moe Koppelman,

office manager;
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Joe Leon, salesman,

and

George

Schwartz,

manager.

New

York — Warner will produce 16 features during 1939-40 at the Teddington
studios in England, according to Sam Sax,
who sailed Friday on the Queen Mary to
assume his new post as British production
chief. Two of the pictures, he states,
will be for American consumption.
ing will start May 3.
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Says Universal Will
Enforce the Pact

Starr

has

lined up

a

cast.

This

will be

followed almost immediately by “I Stole
a Million,” a Burt Kelly production, also
uncast. Producer-Director John M. Stahl
will clean up the season with “A Modern
Cinderella,” in which Irene Dunne will
have the starring part.
Only

in the serial division, and

as re-

has

vealed in the April 8 edition of Boxoffice,
Universal made a dent in 1939-40

schedules. “The
four announced

Oregon Trail,” first of
for the new season, is

completed
quota
weeks

and work is set to start immediately on the second. The four-serial
for 1938-39 was completed several
ago.

Chicago — All provisions of the trade
practice draft will be enforced by Universal as soon as a final agreement is
adopted by the industry, William A. Scully, general sales manager, told Boxoffice
during the three-day regional
here at the Palmer House.
“We are in favor
draft and until we

meeting

of the trade practice
know what the final

language is we will proceed as heretofore.”
An increase in the annual advertising
budget whereby Universal will spend approximately $1,000,000 on the new season’s product also was announced by
Scully. Louis Pollack, eastern publicity
and advertising representative, gave the
delegates an outline of what he expected
to do during the next 12 months in this
respect. A substantial portion of the
money to be spent will find an outlet in
newspapers as well as trade publications.
Emphasis will be the keynote in advertising for such stars as Deanna Durbin, Cary Grant, W. C. Fields, Basil Rathbone, Danielle Darrieux, Margaret Sullavan and other important players signed
from time to time.
Explaining how the company discarded
the use of red ink in the final analysis of
the

first year's operation under his leadership, Nate J. Blumberg, president, said
sales increased 20.43 per cent over last
year. He assured the district, and branch
managers, salesmen and home
office
representatives that no effort will be overlooked to further the company’s progress
for the 1939-40 season.
With W. J. Heineman, western sales
manager; James Jordan, contract sales
head, and Tom Murray, home office executive, Scully entrained for the coast.

Three-Fourths of Program
Now in Exchanges

- Tl

Hollywood — While no start has been
made on its 1939-40 production slate, Universal is within easy striking distance of
completing its program of 40 pictures for
1938-39 distribution, having sent 30 of
them into the exchanges. Four more are
before the cameras at present and another trio is being edited for immediate
release.
This leaves the plant with but three to
make before the 1938-39 season ends in
August and places it well ahead of schedule, as only one of the three remaining
is big-budget in allocation.
Currently in work are “The Sun Never
Sets,” starring Douglas Fairbanks jr., which
is at the half-way mark; “They Asked
for It,” with Joy Hodges; “Ex-Champ,”
co-featuring Tom Brown and Victor McLaglen, and “Old Grad,” which has just
rolled with Charley Grapewin in the title
part. Now in the hands of film editors
are “Big Town Czar,” with Barton MacLane; “For Love or Money” and “The
House of Fear,” third in the four-picture
quota of Crime Club detective thrillers.
“Inside Information,” fourth and final
in the Crime Club series, is scheduled to
roll within ten days, when Producer Irving
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Before the Camera —

—Photos

by

Cosmo-Sileo

All done with lenses in Cincinnati where the first regional was held. Albany
sent A. J . Marchetti, booker; Joe Engel, manager, and George Jeffrey, salesman. From Buffalo, front row, left to right: J. M. Fater, salesman; Carl
Heerdt, booker; W. F. Bork, salesman; John J. Scully, manager; L. J. Leiser,
salesman. From New York, front row. Jules Liggett, salesinan; Leo Abrams,
manager; Max Cohen, assistant branch manager; Ben Price, salesman. Rear:
Harry Furst, salesman; Nat Goldberg, office manager; Phil Winnick, salesman. From Washington: O. Blumenthal, office manager; W. E. Davis and
Barney Frank, salesmen; Bernard Kreisler, manager; Sam Tabor and J. L.
Young, salesmen.
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It's a Beautiful Bag of Clubs and "Mac"

Got It—

To observe his entry into production, with Harry Edington and Famous Productions, RKO
associates — present and ex —
gave A. H. McCausland a farewell dinner at the Hotel Astor. To the left are George J. Schaefer, McCausland, Ned E.
Depinet and M. H. Aylesworth, apparently well pleased with the proceedings and his cigar. To the right, indulging in their
own conversation piece, are Nate J. Blumberg, Major Leslie E. Thompson and Schaefer. The latter now is in Hollywood.

B R
BILL RODGERS was flattered the other
day
brothers

when
three
all, sent him

Ohio exhibitors,
a box of cigars,

having read in Boxoffice that the M-G-M
sales chief has gone in for the long weed
without paper wrappings . . . Rube Jackter says the way he holds on to his Miami

<0> A

ID) WAY

longer

with Warner’s home office exploitation and publicity department . . . W. G.
Van Schmus is convalescing at home after
three weeks in the hospital for a general
checkup . . . Roy Haines is due Monday
from a visit to Pittsburgh, Cleveland and

tan is by attending New Orleans conventions. And by the by, Mrs. Jackter and
the children return from Florida in a few

Cincinnati . . . Having finished the adaptation of “Abe Lincoln in Illinois,” his own
play, which Harry Goetz and Max Gordon
will produce with Raymond Massey in the

days . . . Nicholas M. Schenck will be
bound for Miami any day now to close his
winter home for the summer, which is no

star role, Robert E. Sherwood sailed Friday on the Queen Mary for a vacation
abroad. He expects to return in July, late,
when

the picture gets under way
roe Greenthal and Al Margolies

. . . Monleave for

tongue twister if you’ve been down south
to the land where the sun is your friend
all year round . . . Tom Waller, who keeps
the syndicate writers posted on Paramount
activities, is either on his way or will leave
the day this item appears, for Omaha
with a group of scriveners who will cover

the coast Friday to prepare for UA’s annual sales convention to be held there the
week of May 8.

the opening

RKO’s Alden, Jamaica, is hi the Unity
Hospital, Brooklyn, suffering from a nervous breakdown . . . Charles Cohen was

of “Union

Pacific.”

Herb Berg licked that cold in one day,
but he adds his training in the gym these
days had nothing to do with the quick
victory . . . Sam Sax sailed Friday for
England where he takes up his new duties
as Warner British production head . . . J.
Robert Rubin was in Washington early in
the week . . . Tyree Dillard jr. is back on
the job after an enforced vacation . . . Al
Steffes has been around town calling on
home office sales executives with a brand
new line of gags from Minneapolis-way
. . . Mike Rosen says the title of the picture following “Pygmalion” into the Astor
should be “Hello, Mr. Chips.” The same
pop price policy will prevail . . . Those invitations Charlie Einfeld sent out for the
“Juarez” premiere at the Hollywood, April
25, are beaucoup swanky with two gold embossed Oscars symbolizing the appearance
of Paul Muni and Bette Davis in the film.
The opening will be beaucoup swanky, too,
the invitation calling for a visit to the
cedar chest where tucks and tails will
come out for an airing.
A. H. McCausland finishes at RKO as
Irving Trust representative Tuesday or
Wednesday, at which time he heads for
the coast by car to take up his new duties
as business manager for Famous Pictures,
Harry

Edington’s unit producing for Universal. On Friday, McCausland’s furniture leaves by boat . . . Harry Davies is no
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Barney

Fineberg,

assistaiit manager

of

out of the M-G-M publicity department
for a few days with an ulcerated tooth . . .
Caroline Barrett has returned to the 14 th
floor reception desk post at U A after being home a few days with a cold . . . Bernard Friedman, M-G-M Australian head,
sails for London, May 3, aboard the Normandie . . . Lou Irwin has moved his coast
offices, grapevine sources reveal . . . John
W.

Hicks postponed his coast trip, awaiting Adolph Zukor’s arrival Thursday on
the Queen Mary.

an

Marvin Schenck is mourning the loss of
aunt who passed away early in the

week

. . . Harold Henderson and not Harold Anderson, has succeeded Norman
Brennan as Omaha branch manager for
Ross Federal Service . . . Jack Ellis still
manages to write those poems between
selling conversations with exhibitors on
RKO
product . . . Louis Frisch’s son,
Emanuel, is now a papa. An eight and a
half-pound boy was born Wednesday at
the Jewish Hospital and Mrs. Frisch and
the latest arrival are doing nicely, thank
you . . . Ben Goetz is still on the coast.
The
that
few

reason

he

hasn’t

returned

earlier is

Victor Saville who produced “Goodbye, Mr. Chips” is due in Hollywood in a
days.

I. C. Javal arrives on the Aquitania,
Friday, and will supervise installation of a

Baird television apparatus at GB’s offices
here. The set will be for experimental purpose . . . Wesley Ruggles, Columbia director, is en route to Europe for a vacation before starting directorial work on
“Arizona,” the SEP serial by Clarence
Budington Kelland. Columbia, by the way,
paid $35,000 for the rights . . . George
Friedl, International Projector director of
sound engineering, flew to the coast to
attend the spring convention by the
SMPE . . . Paul Graetz, who produces the
French films being distributed by Columbia, is in town and probably will head for
the

coast before returning to his headquarters in Paris. Budd Rodgers was down
at the boat to meet him.
Irving Greenfield, Loew attorney, had
a tooth yanked the other day after much
debate. But it wasn’t the debate which
led to the dentist getting an upper hand.
It was the ache . . . Paul Benjamin is back
on the job after a week at home with
rheumatic pains caused by winter weather
. . . E. J. Smith, sales manager for Imperial Pictures, is making a southern tour
. . . Harry Gold scampered off to Miami,
but not until “Wuthering Heights” opened
at the Rivoli . . . Louis Gold, who is no
relation to the UA executive, but happens
to be a New Jersey exhibitor, recently returned from the same resort . . . Ditto
Morris Kutinsky, Abe Leff and Jimmy
Binkov . . . Irving Landes, former GB
manager here, has succeeded Sidney Kulick at the local Monogram exchange . . .
Milt Kusell took another shuffle off to
Buffalo this week.
Abe Blumstein and Dick Gledhill
the latest Boxoffice apart the other
And for a very
20th-Fox insert

tore
day.

good reason. It was the
they tore out because it

was

the only first hand info on their company’s product available at the time . . .
Herman Robbins speiit the easter holidays
with his family

in Miami

. . . E. Thornton

Kelly says he’s turning out to be a flying
Irishman these days. First he took a plane
to Rochester and Thursday he used the
air route to attend the Syracuse Allied
unit meet . . . Bill Saal has returned from
Houston where he advance-campaigned
the opening of “Man
That Cadillac car you
BOXOFFICE

of Conquest” . . .
always see in front
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of Loew’s State and the license plate S-10
belongs to Marvin Schenck. If you see a
Lincoln
witz’s.

with

CM2

, it’s Charlie

Mosko-

Larry Kent, chief booker for FWC, is in
town for home office conferences . . .
Herman Wobber’s wife got in from the
coast Monday with the 20th-Fox sales
head down at the Century to meet her . . .
S. Sylvan Simon, M-G-M director, is back
on the lot after a brief vacation here . . .
Bob Snyder has joined Jack Hoffberg’s
company and is now on tour . . . Harry
Goetz and Max Gordon trekked to the
coast after attending the Gridiron Dinner

ing scenes of the cherry blossoms for an
M-G-M TravelTalk short . . . Jack Goetz
and Lou Brecher are going to Toronto,
May 12, when the King and Queen of
England are due there . . . John J. O’Connor took time off on his coast trip for a
brief rest at Palm Springs . . . Harry C.
Arthur is back in St. Louis after visiting
Mike
from

Marco in Hollywood . . . Jack Partington of the F&M office has returned
St. Louis where he staged the annual

police show . . . Ralph Rolan recently returned from a trip to the coast, where he
conferred with Jules Levy . . . D. C. Hickson of General Service Studios is in from
the coast on a brief business visit . . . E. C.

in Washington. Before leaving, the producers completed intricate details for the

Cahill

film rights to “Abe Lincoln in Illinois”
. . . Leon G. Turrou, former G-man and

general

technical advisor on “Confessions of a
Nazi Spy,” already has started on his personal appearance tour in advance of the

Fred Astaire is en route to England . . .
Max Fellerman and Fred Meyers, who, by
the way, is now wearing glasses, made a

film . . . Vivian Brown, A1 Simon’s secretary at WHN, has gone and done it. Married Samuel Glaser on a week’s notice and,
after a four-day honeymoon, returns to
her job Monday. The balance of the

flying trip to Boston, Lowell and Providence over the weekend . . . Haskell Master, Canadian U A head, was in town for a
few days . . . Spencer Tracy stopped over
in Omaha on his way east to visit Father
Flanagan . . . Joe DePisa, Loew Boston
publicity head for 25 years, is confined to
the Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital, Boston
and Lew Brown of the Poli circuit is pinch
hitting until DePisa is back on his feet
. . . Richard Carlson has left the cast of

honeymoon will be completed
tion time comes around.

when

vaca-

Leopold Friedman didn’t return with
Nicholas M. Schenck from the coast and
is spending his vacation there with friends
. . . Arthur Willi left Friday for the south
on more talent hunt for RKO . . . Sidney
R. Kent is out of the hospital after a few
days

for a checkup on his general condition . . . E. C. Grainger and his family are
back from an extended vacation at Ft.
Lauderdale . . . Alice Faye has been in
town and plans to return to the coast
shortly unth her husband, Tony Martin,
who

has been making personal appearances in the east . . . Dr. Allen Roy Dafoe,
famous physician, has been here for talks
with Frederic Ullman jr. and Frank Donovan on another Quintuplet short.
James A. FitzPatrick returns Monday
from Washington where he has been mak-

In Which

Is Shown

“Stars

is now manager of RCA’s Photophone division in addition to director of
service.

in Your

Eyes”

for a role in “Winter

Carnival.”
Posies for the Paramount home office
and studio publicity and advertising force
that turned out the three-section campaign packet on “Union Pacific.” In addition to an arresting jacket, there are special press sheets for promotions, publicity
and advertising with a lot of high class
art work . . . Before sailing for Europe,
Herman Wobber set the week of August
13 for the start of the seventh S. R. Kent
drive . . . April 23 was Shirley Temple’s
tenth birthday . . . Barney Balaban and
Jack Cohn are each sponsoring students

Only One Side of the Beefsteak —

— Photo

— And

by

Ralph

Morgan

Then London —

Fred Astaire, demonstrating what the
best well-dressed Hollywood actor goes
in for. Off the plane from the coast
a?id then almost at once to a boat,
bound

for London.

His next picture is

for M-G-M.
in the Yeshiva College . . . Bill Sussman
was in Boston the latter part of the week,
going there after he and the missus and
William C. and Mrs. Gehring saw Herman
Wobber and Walter J. Hutchinson off for
England.
Buddy Getchall joins Monogram’s publicity department Monday, pinch hitting
for Ruthie Schwerin on trade paper placements until the latter returns ... Ed
Kuykendall left Saturday for his home in
Columbus, Miss., where he'll go hunting
wild turkey and hogs and also go in for a
(Continued

on

page
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This is how Republic’s eastern regional wound up, the place being the New York Athletic Club with Herbert J. Yates and
Jimmy Ross Grainger as the hosts. Prominent circuit men also were guests. This photograph, by careful inspection, includes
Al Steffes, P. S. Harrison, William J. German, Walter Vincent, J. J. Sullivan, William T. Powers, Ben Shlyen and Jack narrower among others. An equal number of beefsteakers decorated the other wall.

BOXOFFICE

:: April 22, 1939

20th-Fox Adds to
Spanish Output
New York — Adding to its number of
Spanish dialogue pictures for LatinAmerica, 20th Century-Fox has contracted
with Jack Skirball for a single production
to be made on the coast. This makes the
fifth on the current schedule with Ramos
Cobian producing the other four.
This

is in line with

views

expressed

by

the company’s executives who stress the
need of turning to the Latin-American
market to recoup losses suffered in the
European market.
Walter J. Hutchinson, director of foreign distribution, who is on the Washington bound for the 20th-Fox overseas sales
meetings in Paris and London, said before sailing the company would continue
its activities in that territory more
ously than heretofore.

vigor-

Despite troubled conditions abroad,
Hutchinson appeared unruffled and told
Boxoffice he expected a banner year.
The seventh anniversary overseas Kent
Drive will be headed by Leslie F. Whelan,
director of foreign publicity, Hutchinson
said, and is expected to get under way in
September.
The other members of the party en
route to the convention were Herman Wobber, general sales manager, and his wife.
Wobber will return on the same boat
May 22.
Sidney

R. Kent,

who

was

supposed

ck—
Ba
rs Arereturns
Zuko
Adolph board
chairman
from an extended
TheParamount’s

Korda, London

Films, UA

"Drums"
Are
New Sued
York — AOver
supreme court action

Zukor Completes a
Four-Month Tour

of the plaintiff’s book entitled “Drums” in
the picture of the same name.
An accounting of profits, an injunction
and damages are sought.

to make

has
been filed here by James Boyd, author,
against Alexander Korda, London Films
Productions and UA, claiming plagiarism

to

have

sailed with the group, will leave instead on the Brazil, May 20 and join
Hutchinson in Rio de Janeiro, June 1, for
the three-day Latin-American sales meeting there. Kent also plans to attend the
Central American convention at Trinidad,
June 21, before returning with Hutchinson.

~Photo by Cosmo SiI<

stay abroad and is
met by George Weltner, assistant to John W. Hicks jr., vice-president in
charge of foreign distribution, and Hicks. In order, left to right: Weltner,
Adolph Zukor, Mrs. Zukor and Hicks.

New

should

continue

pictures that deal with entertainment only is the conviction voiced by

Adolph Zukor following a four-month survey of conditions in Europe for Paramount.

Selling Aggression
Washington — Closer attention to Japanese military activity in China is emphasized in the increased number of newsreels shown in Japan, according to reports
received by the department of commerce.

York — Hollywood

After
and

sampling

filmgoers

the

ideas

of exhibitors

in England,

France,

Hol-

land, Belgium, Norway, Sweden and Finland, Zukor holds that people want to be
entertained and pictures with political
significance are a mistake. However, he
contends,

if subjects of a controversial

ture can be
for it.

made

entertaining,

he’s

naall

Discussing the foreign situation, Zukor
feels the public abroad is taking things
more calmly than here in the United
States. As for Spain, he says the country
looks as if it is opening up again. No
change of policy is indicated in Italy,
Zukor states.
In an analysis of British production,
Zukor thinks the studios will average from
35-50 pictures a year with each reflecting
marked improvement in quality.
Returning to the domestic scene, Zukor
states the only solution for the industry’s
ills is self-regulation. He sees no reason
why all grievances cannot be ironed out
by

respective groups if approached
cerely and intelligently.

sin-

Zukor’s
leaves

immediate plans have him remaining here for about a month. He then
for the coast and joins John W.

Hicks
in
July.jr. on a tour of Australia

Bound

for Foreign Climes —

-Photo

by

Cosmo-Sileo

Walter J. Hutchinson, general foreign sales manager of 20 th Century-Fox,
sails for conventions overseas, and with him goes Herman Wobber, general
sales manager, shown on the right and accompanied by his wife.

2G-D

Big WB

Albany

sometime

Week

Albany — Warner-Vitagraph

exchange

re-

ported “the biggest week’s billing in its
history,” April 15. Employes hope to win
prizes in the Grad Sears Drive.
BOXOFFICE

:: April 22, 1939

MPTOA Stress Is
Upon Arbitration
New
MPTOA

New

York — Although most of the
members find the trade draft ac-

ceptable “in principle,” Ed Kuykendall,
president, states final adoption by the national organization will wait until arbitration is specifically defined.
In an interview with Boxoffice prior to
his departure Saturday for his home in
Columbus, Miss., Kuykendall said he believes the code has numerous benefits, but
these cannot be materially effective unless
the arbitration
proved.

setup

is outlined

Bernerd Sails , Satisfied
With Future of GN

Appeals Court Upholds
' Hell's Angels' Ruling

and

York — The circuit court of appeals here has upheld a decision of Federal Judge William Bondy, and dismissed
a plagiarism action of Richard Barry
against Howard Hughes, the Caddo Co.,
United Artists, and
tre Circuit.

United

Artists

Thea-

Barry had sued in the federal court in
January, 1932, claiming plagiarism of his
copyrighted book, “The Breaking Faith of
an Insurgent” in the Hughes film, “Hell’s
Angels.” He had sought an injunction,
accounting of profits and damages. Judge
Bondy dismissed the action on April 3,
1936.

ap-

New York — Satisfied with future plans
of Grand National, Jeffrey Bernerd, comanaging director of GN Pictures, Ltd.,
sailed Friday on the Queen Mary for England, while Maurice J. Wilson, managing
director of the same company and who
came over with Bernerd, left for the
coast.
Bernerd said his trip here had to do
with future deliveries and this has been
cleared up. Meanwhile, Franklyn Warner,
Fine Arts head, has completed talks with
E. W. Hammons and production resumes
immediately
coast.

on

Warner’s

return

to

“I personally feel,” he added, “that the
theatre owners, regardless of affiliation,
should welcome these proposals and give
them a fair trial. But no decision will be
made by the MPTOA
until I hear from
the board.”
Opposition
and

to government

interference

regulation in the industry will be continued and the MPTOA
will also keep up

its fight for “those things that are fair
and right for theatre owners.”
Explaining the MPTOA
stand, Kuykendall said, “it would be foolish to approve
the draft until arbitration was defined because some arrangements in the plan
which are not fully set forth at this time
might not meet with the approval of the
membership. And if we went on record
now for approving the draft we cannot
renege later if the arbitration setup does
not meet

with

our ideas.”

Sarkadi Charges Wiman
Has Plagiarized Play
New York — Leo Sarkadi has filed suit
in the federal court here against Dwight
Deere Wiman, claiming plagiarism of his
play “The Angel” in “I Married
at the Shubert Theatre.

an Angel”

Sarkadi says the defendant’s show is
based on a play by John Vaszary. This
play he claims uses a substantial portion
of the plot of “The Angel.” He seeks an injunction to prevent either the stage or
picture versions from being produced, an
accounting of profits of the stage play,
and damages.
M-G-M
had purchased the story they
intended to produce from Vaszary. It is
unlikely they will be named in this action, although should an injunction be
granted they will be unable to produce
the picture.

Film Alliance May Get
National Distribution
New York — Film Alliance of the United
States, operated jointly by Harry Brandt
and Nat Wachsberger for the distribution
of foreign product, plans a national sales
organization to handle at least 12 pictures, according to Brandt.

“The Challenge,” initial release, opened
at the Trans Lux, Boston, Friday, and will
have its local premiere at the Globe on
Broadway, Brandt’s house, following
run of the current attraction.
BOXOFFICE
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E

the

of the West, Into the South —
OutNicholas
M. SchencJc, president of Loew’s, returns
and

is greeted

at Grand

Central

by a welcoming

Photos by Cosmo sil£

smiling from Hollywood
committee of two. On the

left, Bertram Nayfack. On the right. Bill Ornstein of Boxoffice who’d feel
unhappy unless he met all trains, boats and planes. Next on his routine:
Buses, but it’s unconfirmed. Schenck said “ Goodbye , Mr. Chips” follows
“ Pygmalion ” at Astor Theatre and that business generally is good.
Below is the delegation which saw Charles C. Moskowitz and Seymour Mayer
of Loew’s off for a delayed Florida holiday. This, incidentally, is probably the
only picture published shounng five Moskowitzes together. Identifications
now, in the left to right routine: Mayer, Gene Picker, Arthur, Joe and
Charles Moskowitz, Mrs. Pearl Scopp, who once was a Moskowitz, and
brother Harry; Marvin Schenck a7id Henry Reiner, the latter with National
Screen.

the

nan,
Film

P1HIIILAIMBLPMIA
piLM MEN have joined the Philadelphia
movement to get visitors to the World’s
Fair to stop over here and leave part of
their money. Representing the industry
on a city-wide committee are Ted Schlanger, Sam D. Schwartz and Abe Einstein, of
Warner; Earle Sweigert, Paramount; Lewen
Pizor, UMPTO;
Oscar Neufeld, Horlacher’s; Si Myers, Metro, and Jay Emmanuel
. . . Moe Sherman, who has just joined the
Monogram sales staff, celebrated the wrong
way — by getting sick . . . Sally Fisher, who
Sid Samuelson’s secretary at New Jersey Allied, has come to take her old job in
the local Allied unit.

of a monument over the grave of Herman
Whitman, former manager of the Earle,
who died a year ago . . . Harry Biben’s son,
Joseph, will become Bar Mitzvah April 29.
Belle Baker will entertain at a reception
next day . . . El Brendel is living in town
. . . George Reinert, Franklin, is putting a
bit of the good old democratic system into
selection of pictures. Each week he reads
off a list of possible Saturday matinee features from the stage, and lets the kids decide which to run by a show of haiids.

was

The

sales staff of Grand

National,

who

were

shifted off the payroll, are still waiting for the company to get organized
again . . . J . H. Hoffberg Co. has made arrangements with Jack Jaslow to release
five pictures in the territory . . . Charles
Hurley, who joined Preferred Pictures in
Washington a short time ago, has resigned,
and is replaced by George Gill, former
manager

of Pop Corson’s Trio Film Exchange, Washington . . . The National
Film Carriers are getting ready for their
convention in the Park Central, New York,

May

9 and 10. James P. Clark will preside. Majors and independent distributors
are invited.

The United Campaign drive among
showmen, headed by Ted Schlanger and
James P. Clark, has come to a rip-roaring
finish, with collections that will eclipse last
year’s . . . Sid Bloomfield, Bell, is providing swing music in the lobby for jitterbuggy patrons . . . Henry Robinson is renovating the Darby . . . Beatrice Weinstein,
Metro,

is reported engaged . . . Many exchange girls will be going to the Steno-

Sid Stanley, Fays, has a "mystic” fortune-teller in his lobby, attracting a lot of
attention as an advertising stunt . . .
Charles Stiefel is back from an extended
stay in New York . . . Frank McNamee,
RKO was off to Lancaster on a visit . . .
Descendants of the Pioneers of South Jersey Colonies will see a film of old Jersey
settlers at their meeting here April 30 . . .
The Showmen’s club will dine and dance
at Palumbo’s this Wednesday. Allen
Lewis is arranging things . . . The Narberth is now under management of Keswick Amusement Co.

will hereafter release through Clark
Distributors . . . Earle Sweigert represented the Variety Club at the Showmen’s Variety Jubilee meeting in Atlantic
City. The group, which picks Miss America, may do it this year at Convention Hall
instead of Steel Pier . . . Bill Clark is gathering up Variety Clubbers to attend the
national convention in Detroit.

Harry Tarrante, Aldine, says the theatre broke a six years’ record with the first
week of “Wuthering Heights” . . . J. Leonard Sessler, Mrs. James Loram, James
Bagley and Dr. James C. Sigman are to
address the Motion Picture Preview Study
group . . . Everett Callow, Warner, is up
to his ears in plans for exploiteering “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” soon to appear at
the Stanley . . . Jim Flynn is arranging a
buffet luncheon of the Film Exchange Employes Union . . . The Anthony Wayne
Theatre showed its awe of marital fidelity
by admitting all couples married 50 years
or more
Each

free to the showing

of “Made

for

Other.”

The Joy Theatre has had its face lifted
and will be exposed to public gaze next
week . . . William Smith, Washington,
Washington, N. J., will take over the Casino Hall, Mt. Pocono, Pa. . . . StanleyWarner shifts take Bill Huffman from
the Oxford to West Chester and Irv Blumberg from the Allegheny to the Oxford . . .
The Motion Picture Forum will hear the
Rev. Joseph Fort Newton and Langdon W.
Post at its spring luncheon . . . The Bradley-Newman Co., new exploiteer group, has
opened offices in Clark Film Bldg.
Peerless

Distributors,

bossed

by Bill Hee-

grapher’s Ball, May 26 at the Stephen Girard. They say the men are welcome too
. . . Sam

Rosen,

Monogram,

put on a spec-

ial screening of “Streets of New York,” the
Jackie Cooper film, for the Crime Prevention Ass’n and

police officials.

Carl Krueger, Paramount advertising
man, was in town visiting Earle Sweigert
. . . He reported the “Union Pacific’’ ballyhoo train to arrive here May 8 will be met
by radio broadcasters, socialites, a color
guard and band from Pennsylvania Military Academy ( where Cecil B. DeMille was
a student ) and 100,000 plain folks, more
or less. A special luncheon is planned for
civic leaders and the press . . . Mrs. Arthur
Goldsmith will address the Century Club
on “Dolls in the Movies” . . . Charles Bierbauer, Colo-nial State, Allentown, is up and
around after his illness.
The Main Line Sewing Circle brought
350 guests to its luncheon at Benny the
Bum’s to raise money to educate German
refugee children in England. Mrs. Ted
Schlanger was one of the drive leaders . . .
Bill Israel thought the roof of the Palace
was coming down during the blizzard the
other day. But it was only one of the signs
over the boxoffice ... Ed Lerman has left
the Affiliated circuit . . . Affiliate had its
first anniversary luncheon at the Adelphia.
Dave Barrist back from his quick cruise
to the West Indies ... A delegation of film
men will go to New York for the unveiling
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With Contracts for Two Amateurs —
In the small shot above, Al Zimbalist, Stanley -Warner advertising and publicity head, greets Sam Sax, Vitaphone production chief, on his arrival in
Philadelphia to award contracts to two winners in the Stanley -Warner
amateur talent contest. Below, Sax sig7is the contracts while, left to right,
looking on are Ed Schrieber, studio publicity man; Lee Stewart, casting director; Jack Steck, WFIL radio announcer; Sam Schwartz, Stanley -Warner
real estate head; Ted Schlanger, S-W circuit head, and Everett Callow, advertising head.
BOXOFFICE
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AL ROSEN *
SCORES AGAIN!
Al Rosen
A nnounces
The Forthcoming

Production

THE

MAD

DOC
OF

EUROPE
Endorsed

by outstanding

editors have

Catholic Periodicals whose

read the shooting script, and

carefully

planned for the past four years, with the keen intuitive
ability he has demonstrated in the past.
ic

From

THE MONMOUTH
than

AMERICAN

"AI Rosen, who has discovered and developed more
any other agent in Hollywood, dealing with such

as Fredric
Garland.

March,
Brian

to the lead

lack

Oakie,

Donlevy,

in his play

and

Virginia
Nancy

on Broadway

Bruce,

Kelly,
and

Ogla

who

Paul

personalities
personalities

Baclanova,

was

Muni,

Judy

the

understudy

whom

he placed

in "Scarface," after his first try in Hollywood; and Wynne
Gibson,
Skeets Gallagher. Harry Green, Regis Toomey, Peggy Conklin and
others
story

too

seems

to have

picking
also

numerous

material

stories

indirectly

their first big
"It has

sold

to mention,
by

his

office

such

the knack

of casting

and

that prove

plays

responsible

as

to the

writers
different

people

and

box-office

for getting

Cary

and

directors

studios;

also

and

Rosen

the foresight

attractions.

Grant

Al

and

Rosen

George

of
is

Raft

opportunities.

been

the

opinion

of this publication,

whose

editor

has

read the shooting script of "The Mad Dog of Europe," that, given
a capable cast and a director keenly sensible to its worth, the filmed
version

should

rank

high

among

the great

motion

pictures

of recent

times."
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CJEYMOUR BAGATELL, booker for the
Charles Morris circuit of Boston, was a
Filmrow visitor in connection with a
change of
The house
plays bills
and three
is manager
in Albany
the Reade

Ward
Alley.

policy at the Colonial, Utica.
now makes five changes weekly,
two days each over weekend,
single day shows. Harry Seed
. . . Walter Reade jr. stopped
en route to Saratoga, where
circuit has a theatre.

Craig, manager of Fabian’s Community Theatre, Catskill, seen along Film
Ditto Bob Fox, assistant manager

of Proctor’s, Troy, also a Fabian theatre
. . . Others visiting exchanges included:
Mrs. Antoinette McNamara of the Valatie,
Valatie, and the Bay, Alexandria Bay ( the
latter theatre, in the Thousand Islands
region, was slated to open April 15, after
a
winter shutdown) ; Clarence Dopp,
Strand, Johnstown; Poland, Poland; Star,
Northville, and a theatre in Frankfort ;
Ollie Mallory, Starr, Corinth; Ernie Wolfe,
Avalon (a modern 500 -seater in Lowville,
beyo7id Utica); Al Feltman, Lincoln; Sid
Dworf, Cameo, Schenectady ; Phil Baroudi, Happy Hour, North Creek; Joe Sternberg, Avon, Boonville; Harry Savett, who
has resigned as maiiager of the James in
Utica to devote his e?itire time to his interests in the Port, Port Leyden, Capitol
in Antwerp and Strand in Vincent; Charlie
Marshall, Hollywood, Ausable Forks, and
the Rex in Keesville.

Steve Tarbell, booker for the Smalley
circuit, called on some of the exchanges.
His boss, William E. Smalley, has returned from the annual vacation in Florida
. . . Changes

at 20th Century-Fox:

Madge

Rider resigned and Betty O’Hare, assistant booker, took her place. Elmer Sichel,
advertising sales manager, became assistant booker. Scott Lester moved up a peg
into the advertising post vacated by Sichel.
Elmer (Bud) Dale, assistant shipper, is
studying in the ad department . . . Still
two woman bookers on the Row, Margaret
Hawkins of Republic, and Mrs. Mildred
Windelspecht, assistant to Abe Van Deusen in RKO. Mrs. J. J. Van Buren is
booking an occasional show for the Cairo
Theatre, Cairo. That is a Catskill Mountain town which gets into full swing during the summer.

The
been

many Albany friends of Eddie Hollander were tickled to learn that he had
appointed general ad sales manager

of 20 th Century-Fox. Hollander was attached to the local exchange for sometime as a. s. m. He left two years ago for
New York City to become eastern division
superintendent of the department . . . Trouble has come in bunches for A. Gerald
Leary. Ill health caused him to take a leave
of absence from his post as branch manager
of Universal. Then his four-year-old
daughter was stricken with pneumonia.
Her condition was so serious that exchangemen feared it would be necessary
to postpone last week’s testimonial dinner
to the popular Leary. The youngster,
however, improved, and the dinner was
held. Filmrow hopes that the sun will
shine brighter for Leary.

26-H

The Schiners, social organization of the
Schine circuit, were to hold an annual
dinner party at Newman’s Lake House,
Saratoga, the night of April 22. A group
from Filmrow planned to attend. In the
past the event has been given in Gloversville, Schine headquarters. Lou Leiser,
Universal salesman, transferred to the
Buffalo

office, and will work from Syracuse. George Jeffrey, a former United

Artist employe, reported here as Leiser’s
successor. We accompanied Manager Joseph Engel, Booker Al Marchetti and Salesman Tony Ryan to the Cincinnati conventio . . . Filmrow sorry to hear that
Nate Sauber, one time Universal manager
in Albany,
ton, D. C.

was

hospitalized

in Washing-

Engagement of Lou Olshen, Columbia
cashier, and Helen Goldstein of New York
has been announced . . . The Capitol, Dave
Rosenbaum’s Elizabethtown theatre, opened after winter shuttering. Charlie Gerard is said to have done a fine job in
overhauling the Lyric Theatre, Tupper
Lake Junction. Installed new seats, sound
proof walls, new curtain and stage, and
other improvements. Gerard is the brother of Sheriff Bill Gerard of Malone . . .
Frank Wieting of the Park, Cobleskill,
Morris Schulman of Vernon, Vivian
Sweet

of the Star, Salem, and Frank Williams, Benton booker, ankled the ex-

changes. Warner’s Strand held “Dodge
City” over until the following Saturday.
Then opened Deanna Durbin’s “Three
Smart Girls Grow Up,” with “On Trial”
as second feature.
Warner’s, by the way, played not only
“Dodge City” but supporting shorts, day
and date for a week, at their Troy, in
Troy, six miles from Albany . . . Abe
Stone’s Eagle ran several candy matinees
for children during Easter vacation week
. . . Mike Kallett will open the Strand,
new house in Long Lake, on Decoration
Day, according to reports. He will operate
on lease . . . Pete Bournakis of the Strand
and Liberty, Watertown, was ill with the
grippe . . . Paul Krumenacher, WarnerVitagraph manager, will move his family
here from Pittsburgh. His wife will arrive
May 1, and two daughters at close of
school year. One is in high school and
the other in college. The Krumenachers
have leased a house . . . Edward Schnitzer,
eastern district sales manager, visited the
Warner exchange.
Bill Clark of the Palace, Fort Covington, and the Coloiiial, Waddington, reported 07i Filmrow. He is not a frequent
visitor ... Miss Mimiie Smith, inspectress
in War7ier excha7ige, is ill . . . Rossi Bros.
reope7ied their theatre in Schroo7i Lake,
April 16, which had been closed about a
mo7ith . . . Bill Murray, officer managerbooker for Gra7id National, did 7iot let a
cold affect his courteous, frie7idly, cheery
manner . . . Whe7i comment was made o?i
the excellent timber of Columbia Salesma7i
Jack Armm’s speakvig voice, he jestingly
replied that he was a former radio a?inouncer.
Exchangemen

who

heard

George

Lofink,

"Charity" Pictures
Get Surveillance
Philadelphia

—

A

city-wide

survey

of

churches, clubs and fraternal organizations that are illegally running film shows,
is being conducted by city police, Boxoffice has learned.
The checkup, first of its kind, is being
made at the request of Fire Marshal
Jacob S. Clinton.
“Many of these shows, which claim to
be for charitable purposes, are really being conducted at least partly for profit to
a few

individuals,” Clinton told this publication. “Charitable means that no one
benefits except the organization.

“Many of these shows are being run in
obvious competition with theatres. They
often choose Saturday and Sunday nights,
the best of the week, to compete with
regularly licensed theatres. That
fair competition, because these

is ungroups

don’t pay the taxes theatres must pay,
and don’t abide by the safety regulations
required of theatres.
“I have asked the captains of the various police districts to have their men
make up a complete list of such groups.
The groups will then be informed they
must notify the superintendent of police
and

the fire marshal’s office 48 hours before the show. We will investigate, and

if it is not for demonstrable

charity

pur-

poses or if safety features are unsatisfactory, we will refuse a license.
“If we do grant a license, we are going
to see to it that a stiff fee is placed on it.
In that way we hope to eliminate much
of this practice, which should not exist

anyway.”

Luigi Borrelli

Philadelphia

—

Luigi

Borrelli,

who

opened

the first Italian theatre in Philadelphia 40 years ago, died at his home, at
the age of 82.

British Censors

Ban

"Mamlock"

London — “Professor Mamlock” has been
banned by the British censor board because the theme, which deals with the
Nazis, has been held too political.
Fabian divisional office, announce during
the first Spelling Bee broadcast from the
Palace Theatre over WABY, pronounced
him very good. He took an audition a
few days before . . . Lofink will help the
master of ceremonies each week. Twentyfive dollars prize money is distributed
among the audience. Words are drawn
from a hat down in the orchestra in the
after part of the program and if spelled
correctly over a portable microphone, the
patron receives five dollars. He or she is
asked to state for home listeners full
name when the money is awarded. Team
spellers

share

in another

$25.

The

Ca-

sino, Waterford, gave “Lincoln in the
White House” equal newspaper billing
with “You Can’t Take It With You.” Bill
played Sunday and Monday, with a Sunday matinee.
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JJAROLD WOOD,
executive, was

• REVIEW

Neighborhood Theatres
in the golf tournament

FLASHES •

at the Hermitage Club last week . . . Bernard Lichtman, son of Pete Lichtman of
the circuit of the same name, and his wife
have returned from their wedding trip to
New

York . . . The newly-organized Richmond Film Society gave their first program of Foreign films last week, called

“The Inspector General” . . . Sam Gordon
had a personal appearance of Cowboy Bob
Baker as an added attraction at the Venus
last Sunday and Monday . . . With only
two more weeks to go it looks as if the
State team has won the championship in
the
Neighborhood Theatres Duckpin
League, with Byrd, Grand and Westhampton finishing up in that order.

Wade Pearson, Northern district manager, Neighborhood Theatres, was in town
conferring with home office officials last
week. Wade just returned from vacationing in Florida . . . Charlie Yerby, assistant
manager at Loew’s, has been confined to
his bed with some very painful boils . . .
Mrs. J. G. Mullen, mother of the manager
of the Bellevue, was married to staff Lieut.
George Hollowell of Langley Field, on
Saturday, April 1 . . . Leroy Ford, projectionist at the Byrd, lost his mother on
April 15 . . . Allen Sparrow, manager of
Loew’s, invited all couples who had been
married for 50 years to be his guests to
see “Made for Each Other.”
Harley Davidson, Paramount salesman,
was in town bragging about his tonsil
operation . . . Alvin Cone, Warner checker,
was married in Norfolk to Miss Hamilton
McKenzie of Richmond . . . Stewart Tucker took his family up to Washington to
see the cherry blossoms . . . Barney Frank,
Universal salesman, and his wife are very
proud of their daughter, who is a professional model, and has been spending
the past four months in Florida posing
for various commercial advertisers. They
also have a son at Columbia University
on the football team . . . Loew’s put on an
old-fashioned “Spook Show” last Saturday at midnight.

Coming and going: Harvey Kelley, assistant manager of the Grand, with his
family, visited Staunto?i last weekend . . .
Ben Caplon, Columbia salesman, was in
town . . . Dave Peterson, Altec engineer
from Washington, was in town relieving
Mervin Ullman for several days.

CALLING

the

series.

$12,000,000 Studio
For Paramount

Hollywood —
new Paramount
an

investment

Balaban,

When
completed, the
studio will represent
of

$12,000,000,

president,

said

in

ing acquisition of 150 acres
land on Pico Blvd. Work on
unit

will

begin

within

and

the

layout

will

modern

sound

a

few

include

stages.

Barney

announcof track
the first
months,
26

Balaban

ultra
de-

clared that no new financing is contemplated in connection with the development.
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KILDARE

(M-G-M)— Surpris-

This

return

engagement

fers principally because
and

extremes

in story

of inconsistencies
and

situations.

Barrymore, Lew Ayres. Lou Ostrow
duced; Harold S. Bucquet directed.

Pic-

pro-

color

tent show,

that

plus

goes

a minor

with

a

traveling

injection

of drama

occasioned by the presence of little Virginia Weidler. Lee Tracy plays a role
that

fits like

a

glove.

Peggy

Rita La Roy and Bradley
Lew Landers directed.

Shannon,

Page

Aheme,

support.

in

a

telling

life-torn
tion is a

Andre

the

story

world.

of undying

Each

love

characteriza-

gem. Production values are impressive. English titles are well edited.

Hugon

co-stars.

RETURN

OF

— Another

JUAREZ AND
MAXIMILIAN
(WB)— Bites off
a sizeable chunk of Mexican history, but

confronted
which
and

digestible

form.

Pro-

ducer-Director Miguel Torres obviously is
with a too ambitious canvas,

is meticulous

as to detail

dull in story. Probably

COMPLETE

but

dreary

will prove

REVIEWS

John

Garfield.

THE

bor-

Sam

Newfield

CISCO

chapter

KID.

directed.

THE

in the saga

(20th-Fox)

of O. Henry's

lovable caballero. The story's emphasis is
mostly on the characters with Director Herbert I. Leeds content to have the action
lope

along

in a leisurely

support by Lynn
Henry Hull.
OF

picture

Bari,

MISSING

with

MEN

sufficient

manner.

Cesar

Splendid

Romero

and

(Rep)— Gangster

action

for adequate

entertainment. The story has a new twist
and some added human interest in little
Tommy
Ryan.
The
Charles Bickford and
Salkow directed.
WANTED

directed.

it into

and

until the last reel. Plenty of gun totin' and
ride 'em cowboy for the youngsters. Joan

BY

ever

this English
hunt of no
scenarized

so

YARD

neatly

(Mono)—

with

its title,

production turns out as a manslim proportions. It has been
with

care,

tain aplomb without
and

cast is headed by
Harry Carey. Sidney

SCOTLAND

Dovetailing

fails to shape

Rains

OUTLAWS
PARADISE
(Victory)— Tim McCoy fans undoubtedly will get their usual
thrill in this one which drags and drags

STREET
HEROES
OF
THE
MARNE
(Spectrum)—
Earthy, tragic, foreboding and provocative
is this French war drama. It treads solid
ground,

Claude

Barclay

FIXER DUGAN
(RKO)— This drama of the
circus has all the noise, ballyhoo and
general

ing to general audiences. Cast acting second rate. Paul Muni, Bette Davis, Brian

suf-

ture's best boxoffice bet will be the following established by the initialer. Lionel

enacted

with

directed

lessening

with

a

cer-

the suspense

a set of entirely

satisfy-

ing performances. James Stephenson, Betty
Lynne. Leslie Perrins. Norman Lee directed.

on the above pictures will appear in an

early issue of BOXOFFICE.

Sound Recording Patent
Suit Awaits Decision
New York — After a trial lasting over
three weeks. Federal Judge Mortimer
Byers has reserved decision in the patent
infringement suit brought by Virgil C.
Crites against Albert A. Radtke, Leonard
Day,

Thomas J. Martin, the Radtke Patents Corp., United Research Corp., and
Warner Bros.
Suit

New

DR.

ingly lacking in the human qualities of its
predecessor which promised so much for

claimed

infringement

of a

patent

Morton Van Praag Makes
Ten Franchise Deals
New York — Morton Van Praag, president of Nation-Wide Coupon Distributing
Co., has closed franchise deals for ten territories for the movie cash coupons which
are distributed by local merchants and redeemable at the boxoffice as part or full
admission payment.
B. Shimp is head of Nation-Wide Coupon Distributing Corp. of Illinois with

for “methods of and means for optically
recording and reproducing sound.” An
injunction, accounting of profits and damages are sought.

Merens and Jack Mednikow associated with him for handling the scheme
in Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana, Michigan,
half of Missouri and part of Kentucky.

It is claimed by Crites that, while he
was in the employment of the American
Development and Operating Corp. in 1916,
he employed Radtke to help him. This
was with the understanding that, if the
latter developed any patent during the
period of his employment, it was to belong to the corporation.

Eddie Rubin heads the Minnesota company, in which Tom and Edward Burke are
associated, and covering Minneapolis,
Omaha and Des Moines.

In 1922, after Radtke had left the employment of the corporation, he received
a patent on the sound device. It is the
claim of the plaintiff that this was perfected while Radtke was employed by
him.

Henry

Beverly Miller is president of the Kansas
City company and Edwin Ansin has the
franchise for Maine, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Massachusetts and Vermont.
Deals have been closed for Cleveland,
Washington, D. C., and the Pacific coast,
but are not yet ready to be announced.
Boxoffice on March 4 exclusively announced Van Praag forming the coupon

company.

Soviet Acclaims

'Fast Time' Reaches
New Communities

As a "Great"
New

Albany — Daylight saving, a headache for
exhibitors during the summer, will be observed on a wider scale in New York State
this year than ever before. Rochester, the
largest city that had adhered to standard
time, voted last fall to join the 40 cities
operating on the ‘‘hour ahead” plan. Syracuse, next to Rochester in population, may
follow suit. The question was scheduled
for a referendum there April 21. The
addition of Rochester and of Auburn, the
latter having a population of about 36,000, means that more than 80 per cent
of the

state’s residents will be in communities which turn ahead the clocks. If

Chaplin

Quit Nova Scotia;

Artist

York — Charles

Chaplin

was

ac-

claimed as a “great and courageous” arttist in articles in the Soviet press on the
occasion of his 50th birthday, according
to word reaching from Moscow.
Commenting on the fact that throughout the vast areas of the USSR and even
in the remote districts which in the past
hardly received a newspaper, Chaplin is
known, one writer says:
“This is serious and intelligent love and
popularity expressed by people who at the
price of terrific struggles have won the
opportunity to enjoy the vividness of art
and, therefore, cherish serious intelligent
art.
“On

behalf

of millions

of Soviet

movie

Syracuse adopts daylight saving time, several smaller cities and villages in that area
will probably do likewise. This would put

fans,” the writer concludes, “we wish to
convey to Charles Chaplin across the Atlantic our gratitude, love and confidence
in his bright future. Among the best

more

artists of our

than 90 per cent of the total population on an altered time schedule, offi-

Three cities, Batavia, Jamestown and Ogdensburg, will operate on a limited daylight saving period this year. Plattsburgh
and Watertown, heretofore on daylight
saving for a part of the summer, will be
among the 42 operating on it from the last
Sunday in April to the last Sunday in
September.
The cities which have not announced a
change are in central, southern and western New York. With the exception of
Binghamton and Elmira, they are in the
class of less than 25,000 population.
(For more information on the national
trend toward daylight savings time please
turn to page 111.

be-

longs to Chaplin.”

cials of the New York State Mayors’ Conference say. Binghamton, southern tier
city with a population of 76,000, is another which might go on daylight saving
time and cause neighboring communities
to do likewise.
Of the 150 villages, only 36 have not
been observing daylight saving schedules.

time, a place of honor

Denver

manager,

was

fined

$1,400

and

theatre
released

to stir up or engender race prejudice, or are calculated to disturb the

peace.”
(Continued

from

page

spell of fishing. He hasn't been home in
two months. After a brief vacation, the
MPTOA
head plans to attend meetings of
the Theatre Owners of North and South
Carolina at Myrtle Beach, S. C., June 5-7 ;
Theatre Owners of the Southeast, Theatre

Parleys in Hollywood

is head, and the KMT A gathering in Kansas City . . . The opening game of the
Yanks at Yankee Stadium drew a host of
film folk Thursday afternoon . . . Joseph
Bernhard says a meeting of Warner theatre zone managers is not scheduled for
another two months, the last being held
here in conjunction with the distributing

of “Goodbye Mr. Chips,” while
rived in New York this week.

Saville ar-

company’s

convention.

Eddie Schnitzer and Sam Lefkowitz left
for Atlantic City over the weekend for a
vacation. The Warnerites had planned to
go to Miami, but when they learned how
hot it is down south they changed to the
eastern seashore, which is nearer home

Filth State Allied Unit
Is Formed in Rochester
Rochester — Allied of New York has
organized its fifth state-wide unit here,
with Max Fogel as temporary chairman
and Charles A. Tibbets as secretary.

. . . E. K. (Ted) O'Shea is due Monday
from a tour of M-G-M exchanges in the
south . . . Dave Levy has a couple of
freckles left over from his Miami baking

Members of the unit’s grievance committee are William Tishkoff, Donald
Whittington and George Frank. Tishkoff

. . . Herman Starr took over "Buddy”
Morris’ duties as vice-president and general manager of Music Publishers, Warner

and Fogel constitute
mittee.

subsidiary, Thursday. Buddy’s
indefinite for the nonce.

26-J

the membership

com-

have

act, sharply regulating the sale and exhibition of pictures, has no effective date,
which

means it goes into force by proclamation when the government deems such
action advisable. It is feared here the loss
of the Nova Scotia outlet might close the
maritime branches and return their function to the Montreal center.
While it makes no provision for regulation of film rentals (as did an earlier
measure), the act requires film companies
to file with the censor board at Halifax
all information with respect to terms and

and

prohibits

preference

or the

giving of “unfair advantage” by distributors to any exhibitor.
Penalties range from $500 to $1,000 and
imprisonment on each proof of guilt.

Sees "Moderate" Upswing
During Second Quarter

year, the industry will experience “moderately improved conditions” during the

26-C)

Owners Protective Ass’n of Texas of which
Judge Roy L. Walker of Lampasas, Tex.

Goetz, supervisor for M-G-M
here, and
Victor Saville, producer, for conferences
with studio executives in Hollywood. Goetz
recently took to America with him a print

exchanges

New York — Although theatre attendance
and boxoffice receipts are expected to hold
at levels only slightly in excess of last

Fred Pelton to Sail lor
London — Fred Pelton, M-G-M
production manager at Denham, sails next week
for New York. He is scheduled to join Ben

N. B. — Local

ordered by their home offices to discontinue selling accounts in the province
of Nova Scotia until corporation lawyers
have probed the ramifications of the new
film control act passed in the last few
minutes of the legislative session. The

a penalty,

under bond when he exhibited “The Birth
of a Nation.” Judge Philip B. Gilliam
held Allen guilty of violating a city ordinance prohibiting showings of films which
“tend

St. John,
been

conditions on individual contracts: it prohibits deprivation of the number of films
the censor body considers necessary to
operation of a theatre, makes overbuying

Exhibitor Fined

$1,400
tor " Nation " Run
Denver — Robert E. Allen, local

Sunday Film Act

plans

are

second lishing
quarter
1939, says Poor’s
Co., in a of
survey.

Pub-

“Reduced amortization charges on films
recently released will allow the showing
of better earnings, even should theatre attendance show no gain from the present
level,” the forecast goes.
Contrasting with this fairly satisfactory
outlook, a combination of political factors are disturbing, is the observation.
These are the government suit, the Neely
bill and threats of National Labor Relations Board hearings on wages, strikes and
union activities.
“It appears logical, however,” says the
report, “that should the producers be
forced to eliminate their theatre investments from their corporate setups, common shareholders would receive their pro
rata equity in both producing and exhibiting divisions, through distribution of

Slotnick, Cantor Repairs
stock.”
On Theatre Progress
Baldwinsville, N. Y. — Reconstruction
is well under way on the theatre owned by
Sam Slotnick and Ruben Cantor which
was recently demolished by fire. The
new structure, seating 850, is expected to
be completed in about six weeks.
BOXOFFICE
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Counter Suit Goldwyn
Answer to Radio Tiff

UA-20th-Fox Tie in
South Africa On

New

in charge

of foreign

dis-

As soon as he can get his visa cleared,
A1 Lowe, formerly UA managing director
for Japan, will leave for Johannesburg to
take charge.
Outlining the company’s policy, Kelly
states UA will not sell its product outright
as it had done formerly to the Schlesinger
interests and M-G-M.
The alliance with
20th-Fox, he says, allows UA to sell its
product individually.
Basis for the UA-20th-Fox alliance is a
chain of independent theatres financed by
Cinema Theatre Investment, Inc. Seventeen are already serviced by 20th-Fox and
six more are expected to be completed by
June.
According to Kelly, CTI is financing
construction of an additional 15 theatres
to be completed by May, 1940. This will
give the UA-20th-Fox alliance an outlet of
38 theatres.
Chairman

of the board

of CTI

is Sam

R. Potter, a Johannesburg financier. Donald W. Mackay and J. H. Basil are joint
managing directors.

Local 702 Contract With
De Luxe Due Monday
York— Local 702, of the Motion

Picture Laboratories Technicians’ union,
is expected to sign a new contract with
De Luxe, Monday. Among the features of
the contract, which will be effective from
the day it is signed until Dec. 30, 1940,
are the provisions for a week’s vacation
with pay and a new wage scale.
John H. Rugge* union president, and
Dick Walsh, IATSE representative, are
representing the union in the negotiations
with Allen Freedman of De Luxe.
Once the contract is signed, Local 702
will resume
dated.

its discussions

with

Samuel

Goldwyn

and

Charles H. Phillips Chemical Co., BlackettSample-Hummert, Inc., and NBC against
them, and Air Features, Selwyn and Co.,
and Olive Higgins Prouty.
Goldwyn’s answer first denies the existence of material on which the plaintiffs
can base a suit, and then launches a
counter action.
He says he purchased picture rights to
“Stella Dallas” in 1926 from Olive Prouty,
the author. He produced a silent in 1926
and a talkie in 1937.
In the latter part of 1937 he placed a
radio version on the air over WABC.
The
plaintiff, Goldwyn goes on to say, disregarded his (Goldwyn’s) rights, placed a
similar program on the air.
The plaintiffs claim the radio version
of “Stella Dallas” belongs to them, having
purchased it from Air Features and
Selwyn in October, 1937. They seek an
accounting, injunction and damages.
Appeal of Mort Eisman, Clara Dellar,
and Robert Louis Shayon against Samuel
Goldwyn, Eddie Cantor, United Artists,
and Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., has been
argued in the circuit court of appeals here
with decision reserved.
The

Consoli-

Bookkeepers Local 20,940
Schedules Mass Meeting

suit which

charged

plagiarism

of

the plaintiff’s play, “Oh, Shah,” in
“Roman Scandals” was dismissed in the
federal court by Judge John Woolsey on
May

New

—

25, 1938.

Ampa Out Alter "Young"
And "Active" Workers
New York — Tentative plans for the new
Ampa regime include the dropping of the
current $10 initiation fee for a limited period in order to attract “young, militant
and active workers,” it was said by Paul
Lazarus jr„ president, following the organization’s board meeting.
At a special session called for Tuesday,
the board will discuss a plan of unusual
departure designed to gain the support of
industry leaders.
The

new officers, besides Lazarus, include Vincent Trotta, vice-president; Herbert S. Berg, treasurer and Kenneth Clark,
secretary.

Distinguished

Guests

lor

Bow
of "Young Lincoln"
Springfield, III. — An invited audience

" Streets of New York"
In Four Loew Cities

witness the world premiere of “Young Mr.
Lincoln” at the Fox-Lincoln here, Abraham
Lincoln’s home city, the night of Memorial
Day. Marian Anderson, noted Negro contralto, will sing a group of songs as a feature of the event.

New York — Loew’s has booked “Streets
of New York” for its first runs in St. Louis,
Kansas City, Indianapolis and Louisville.
Independent circuit operators have booked
the attraction for the Stanton, Philadelphia; Hippodrome, Baltimore; Palm-State,
Detroit; Ritz, Albany.
:; April 22, 1939

New

York — Continuation of the examination of United Artists officials before

trial re-commenced with the appearance of
Charles Stern, eastern district sales manager, on the stand. Robert L. Wright, special assistant attorney general, continued
the questioning. Edward C. Raftery, legal
counsel for the company, continued to
block any leading questions.
Among some of the questions asked were
who services what exchange, who carries on negotiations with circuits for product, and how is it done, and specifically
in regard to the Century circuit in New
York,

an implication that earlier clearance was requested was emphatically denied by the witness, who also declared that
it made no difference whether or not a
man owned one theatre or a circuit as to
the price or run given him.

Raftery at this point refused to allow
any questions to be answered regarding
negotiations for contracts, but only on the
ultimate contracts themselves, which he
agreed to place on record. Raftery also
declared UA reserves the right to select its
own

customers and will not say why certain persons were given preference over
others. To force this issue, he declared
would be a violation of Constitutional
rights.
The examinations continued on Friday
with Stern still on the stand, after a
Thursday session, at the offices of O’Brien,
Driscoll and Raftery, attorneys for UA,

New York — As the first step in its drive
to unionize all home office workers, the
American Federation of Bookkeepers,
Local 20,940, will hold a mass meeting at
the Manhattan Opera House, Friday at
6:30 p. m.

BOXOFFICE

Questioning of UA
Officials Ahead

Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., have filed an answer in federal court to the suit of the

New York — UA is ready to operate in
alliance with 20th Century-Fox in South
Africa following months of extensive
preparation, reports Arthur W. Kelly,
vice-president
tribution.

York

s

during

which time the government inspected contracts. It is expected that

Harry

Gold and Paul Lazarus will be examined Monday, if they return from
Miami by then.

Would

Consolidate

Suits

Against Storage Firm
New York — Application to consolidate
two suits against Lloyds Film Storage
Corp. in the supreme court here reveals
the actions which, heretofore, had been
undisclosed. The plaintiffs who seek identical relief are Pietro Ricci and the Amerital Film Importing and Distributing Corp.
The claim is Lloyds is illegally withholding 36 prints with Italian sound tracks of
features and 55 reels of shorts, total value
of which is $5,000. The plaintiffs each
claim ownership and ask the return of the
prints and damages.

of state governors, university presidents,
historians and distinguished guests will

Special cars will be attached to regular
trains from New York and other key
points

to carry newspaper critics, presidents and history department heads of
leading universities in the east and middle
west and other guests.

New " U " Branch Opens in
Washington on Monday
Washington — Universal opens its new
exchange at 913 New Jersey Ave., Monday,
with B. Bernard Kreisler, newly appointed
manager,

in charge. Frank J. A. McCarthy, eastern district sales manager;
A. J. Herman, district manager, and others
are expected from New
cial housewarming.

York

for the offi-

Trailer Bill Is Passed
By Delaware

Senate

NEW
Dover, Del. — The Rinard trailer bill,
limiting the length of trailers, screen ads,
and previews to three minutes during one
complete show in Delaware theatres, has
been passed by the senate of the general
assembly by a vote of 12 to 3.
The measure, introduced by Sen. Paul
R.

Rinard of Wilmington, makes it unlawful for theatres to display trailers, ads,
previews which would require more than
three minutes to show unless due notice
is first given

patrons

by displaying

con-

spicuously upon the cashier’s window,
upon all billboards on the front of the
theatre and in newspaper advertisements
that such ads were on the screen. The
bill would also make it unlawful for any
theatre to cut into, insert, or display any
ads, preview or trailer in any newsreel and
that newsreels would have to be solely of
news.
The

measure is designed to protect patrons against long previews and other
screen ads after paying to see a complete
program of entertainment, Senator Rinard
pointed out. Opposing the bill, Sen. Earl
Sylvester said that theatre managers know
best how to conduct their business.
Violations call for a fine of $50 for the
first offense and $100 for the second.

New York — Federal Judge William O.
Bondy has allowed the law firm of William J. Donovan $65,000 as an ad-interim
allowance and Irving Trust $37,500 for
its services to RKO from Oct. 1, 1937, to
Sept. 30, 1938.
$95,000 and

Plaza Amusement
Corp., New
York. Capital:
$20,000, $100 par value. Incorporators: Joseph E.
Segal, Harry Friedson, Ruth Kam, 511 Fifth Ave.
Attorney: Harry Friedson, 511 Fifth Ave.
Contimovie Sales Corporation, New
York. Purpose: Apparatus, electric motors, etc. Capital:
220 shares, no par value. Incorporators: Hendrick
Van Der Schalie, 52 Vanderbilt Ave.; James
L.
Robertson, III, 55 Liberty St.; Lillian Vignand.
1692 Grand Concourse. Attorneys: Abberly, Bryde,
MacFall & Amon, 55 Liberty St.
D.

W.
F., Inc., New
York. Purpose: Amusement enterprises of all kinds. Capital: 200 shares,
no par value. Incorporators: Charles S. Hefter,
Marcia Lieberman, Elsie Rathjen, 70 W. 40th St.
Attorney: Philip Witenberg, 70 W. 40th St.
Religious Films Association, Inc., New
York
membership
corporation, has dissolved. Attorney
Myle J. Jolley, 40 E. 41st St., filed dissolution
papers with the Secretary of State.
Official Motion
Picture Producers, Inc., has
been incorporated to conduct a
motion picture
and equipment business in New
York.
Capital:
200 shares, no par value. Directors: Pauline Altman, Edith Plant, Gladys Schwartz, 1450 Broadway. Attorneys: Weisman,
Celler, Quinn, Allan
& Spett, 14 50 Broadway.
Beach Movie Corporation, New
York. Purpose:
Motion picture and theatrical business. Capital:
200 shares, no par value. Incorporators: William
Felstiner, Lawrence
J. Sheldon, Ann Westerman,
270 Madison Ave.
Attorneys: Spiro, Felstiner &
Prague, 270 Madison Ave.
Griffith Theatres, Inc., to conduct theatres, etc.
Capital: 1,000 shares, no par value.
tors: S. L. Mackey, C. O. Layman, and
of Wilmington.

This makes a grand total of $502,500
received by the RKO trustee and his solicitor since the filing of the receivership.
Also allowed by Judge Bondy was $588
to Donovan for disbursements.

Issuance

The

hearing, in which Disney is codefendant with Leopold Stokowski and

Deems Taylor, will resume
fore Judge Joseph Kun.

Booking

this week

be-

Winners

Chicago — Winners of the booking contest for Universal bookers were announced
at the regional here. Jack Susami, Detroit, took first place. Second went to Art
Young, Cleveland. Other winners included:
Orville Peterson, Milwaukee: Ferdinand
Fortunate, Philadelphia; H. Whitman, Los
Angeles; Mark Holstein, Oklahoma City.
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censor,

are carrying on with the temporary authority granted them by the
governor. Mrs. Carroll is at work in the
censor office, but takes no official actions.

Sunday Show Privilege
Is Further Assailed
Harrisburg — The old story that film interests paid Democratic leaders $100,000
to win passage of the Sunday show bill
will probably get a re-airing this week
before the Dauphin county grand jury.
Meanwhile, the state legislature, now
controlled by Republicans, is considering
two bills that would hit at Sunday shows.
One, an outright repealer, was introduced

Discuss
" Censorship
"
New York—
-Prominent industry

J. Albert Reed in the form of a resolution, calls for a special tax of 25 per cent
on all Sunday admissions.

at the Astor Hotel on anti-censorship.
Louis Nizer acted as chairman. Langdon
W. Post, a member of the National Board
of Review executive committee: Edward A.
Golden, vice-president of Monogram, and
several others gave their opinions on the
subject.

Film Processing Patent
Infringement Charged
New York — A patent
has been filed in the

infringement suit
federal court by

Fink-Roselieve Co. against the Camera
House, Inc., claiming infringement, by selling, of a device for Film Processing, patented March 28, 1939.
usual relief, an injunction,
counting of profits, and damages

acare

Against Walt Disney

up.

Meanwhile, Cal Core, former chief inspector, and Florence McCreesh, assistant

by Representative Herbert G. Gates, Armstrong. Another, just put up by Senator

sought.

Philadelphia — Walt Disney won a postponement in the issuance of an injunction requested by Mark S. Tutelman, advertising man, who claims Disney got the
idea of synchronizing cartoons and symphonic music from plans Tutelman drew

Philadelphia — Dispute between Democratic legislators and Republican Gov. Arthur H. James continues to keep Pennsylvania in the position of having no official censor. The Democrats so far have
refused to okay appointment of Mrs. Edna
R. Carroll, Republican politician.

of Industry

Prominents

The

Writ

IncorporaK. D. Rau

Irv-

Previously, Donovan has received $245,000 covering a period from July 1, 1934,
to Oct. 1, 1937, and Irving Trust $155,000 for a like time.

Defer

Censor's Confirmation

YORK

figures
spoke Thursday night at the film division
of the Theatre Arts Committee meeting

Donovan , Irving Trust
Allowed RKO Fees

Donovan had requested
ing Trust, $85,000.

Political Division Holds

Incorporations

Goldstein-Kallet Suit Is
Settled Out of Court
New York — The long pending litigation
between Edward Goldstein and the Kallet
Circuit has been settled out of court, according to Goldstein.
The action, brought by Goldstein last
July, involved payments of royalties on
Bank Night.

Momart "Lottery" Trial
Is Set for May 10
New York — Trial has been set for May
10 in special sessions of the management
of the Momart, Brooklyn, for violation of
the lottery laws. Christos Karnovas, the
manager, entered a plea of not guilty
when

arraigned

in magistrate’s

court.

Loew

Changes

Olympia
New

Trailing

Acquisition

York — With

the acquisition

of the

Olympia by Loew’s, several changes in the
managerial lineup have been made. Edward Crawford, who has been at the Burland, now is at the new house. Martin
Waldman of the Canal is at the Burland,
and Walter Mock, assistant manager at
the Kameo, Brooklyn, has been promoted
to manager at the Canal. Ben Newman
of the Rio and George Kirby of the Elsmere have switched posts.

Caution Members Against
Assigning Music Rights
New

York — Members

of the Dramatists

Guild under term contract to various music publishers have been advised not to
assign recording and television rights of
their works to the administration committee of the Songwriters’ Protective Ass’n.
Ray Henderson, Gus Kahn and George W.
Meyers represent the committee. The SPA
states a majority of their members have
already assigned their rights, despite the
Dramatists Guild order.

Change

in Bristol

Bristol, Va. — Marshall Jesse, head doorman and artist at the Paramount Theatre
here, succeeds William A. Wilson jr„ resigned, as manager of the State here. Both
are Publix-Bamford houses. Wilson moves
to Marion, Va., as manager of the Lincoln.

Maine

Sunday

Shows

Legalized

Augusta — Sunday shows in Maine are
now legal, Gov. Lewis O. Barrows having
signed a bill to that effect.
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See Speedy Settlement in Row
Between IATSE and Local 37

Dies Committee
Into Row
While

Rapid developments on several fronts
indicate a speedy and complete settlement
of the manifold' disputes involving the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage
Employes and its Local 37, which some
days ago had developed to the point where
a nation-wide strike of theatre projectionists was threatened.
Discussions throughout the week between the two groups were moving closer
to an agreement under which local
autonomy will be ordered and the local
officers reinstated. Conferences were arranged after a parley with District Attorney Buron Fitts, as a result of which Fitts
expressed the opinion that the film strike
would be averted.
The walkout threat, an adjunct to the
bitter battle between the IA international
and ousted local officers for control of
Local

37, came when Harold Smith, international representative here, received a

UA Looks Ahead, Passing
Over 20th Anniversary
While

United

Artists

producers

and

their

respective organizations concentrated their activities on mapping plans
for the forthcoming UA sales convention,

telegram

from

President

George

Browne

of the IA ordering him to “stand by” for
further orders, Browne’s action being
prompted by what he termed the producers’ refusal to agree to reopen negotiations under terms of the basic studio
agreement.
Victor Clarke, labor contact for the Hays
office, at that time refused to comment
other than to declare the matter was up
to Pat Casey, also of the Hays office, who
is in New York. When Fitts successfully
initiated the peace moves, however.
Clarke informed the IA that negotiations
for a new basic agreement will be launched
immediately upon Casey’s arrival here.
Acting on this information, the IA representatives wired Browne to withhold further strike action.
Local 37 spokesmen, when Browne’s
“stand-by” order was disclosed, declared
his action was a “phoney bluff,” insisted
the international has no authority to call
a strike, maintained that not more than
1,000 studio workers would answer it if
ordered and said the Federal Bureau of
Investigation would immediately step in
should the walkout take place.
Settlement

of

another

IA

controversy

versary of the company’s founding passed
without official local observances. Sole

also looms with the scheduling of a national labor relations board conference in
an attempt to settle the charge brought
against the IA by Jeff Kibre, a member
of the rebellious faction within Local 37,

efforts in this regard were at the UA exchange, where employes have been supplied with gold lapel buttons citing the

in which he charges the IA is “company
controlled” and was “sold down the river”
to the producers.

company’s anniversary.
Publicists for the UA producers are directing their attention toward the sales
parley, as a feature of which they are

Court action on the fight for control of
Local 37 has been continued, as has the
scheduled grand jury investigation into

to be held here

May

8-10, the 20th anni-

planning a lavish party for the home office and sales representatives. Groundwork for the convention will be laid by
Lynn Farnol, advertising director for UA,
who

is expected in about May 1, accompanied by Monroe Greenthal, exploitation
head, and Albert Margolies, publicist.
Murray Silverstone, chairman of the UA
executive committee, follows a few days
later, according to present plans.
Conventioneers will headquarter at the
Ambassador Hotel. Producer participants
will include Samuel Goldwyn, Walter
Wanger, Edward Small, David Selznick,
Hal Roach, Sol Lesser and David L. Loew.
BOXOFFICE
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CENTER.

“racketeering” charges brought against
the IA by officers of Local 37. Still unsettled, however, is the course of action
to be pursued in relation to the local’s
claims that a $1,000,000 special assessment
fund collected by the international was
illegal and that none of the money has
been accounted for. The district attorney
has subpoenaed the financial records of
the local as one step in his investigation
of the manner in which the funds were
collected.
Further meetings were scheduled between the negotiating committees of the
Screen Writers Guild and the producers
relevant to a working agreement, while the

"satisfactory progress” continued to be reported in the IATSE

Local 37 peace efforts, the situation
took a new turn on the arrival here
of

two

Dies

committee

investigators.

Obviously to probe union affairs, the
visitors are the result of a recent trip
here by an IA committee headed by
Congressman William Schulte, which
precipitated

the

inter-union

conflict.

final draft of the Screen Directors Guildproducer contract has been sent to the two
interested groups for scrutiny. The SWG,
meantime, is giving considerable thought
to the advisability of affiliating with the
American Federation of Labor and to the
status of its connection with the Authors
League of America should such a step be
taken.
The
order

Screen Actors Guild is planning to
another election shortly to fill

vacancies in the Class B council, the voting session of April 16 having been ruled
out on the grounds that less than 20 per
cent of the B membership participated.
Only 887 votes were cast. Seventeen
vacancies are to be filled, with 60 candidates up for the posts.
The proposed SAG-Artists Managers
Guild licensing agreement is nearing the
signature stage, with a nearly-completed
draft to be forwarded to committees
representing the two groups. Contracts
are

to be

on

a

one -year

basis. Kenneth

Thomson, the SAG’s executive secretary,
has returned from Washington, where he
attended sessions of the congressional
committee scrutinizing the Neely block
booking bill.
To

discuss

the

studio

labor

situation,

Joseph Marshall, international vice-president of the Studio Utility Employes, has
checked in from San Francisco.
Ready for signatures is a new agreement
between the producers and the Society of
Motion Picture Film Editors. Negotiations
between
studio
various
ments.

producers and the Screen Publicists Guild have been resumed with
managers checking on duties of
workers

in the

publicity

depart-
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" Tropics " to Roll
“Lady of the Tropics,” co-starring Hedy
Lamarr and Robert Taylor, gets the gosignal at M-G-M within a week.

Few

Roadshows

For the 1939-40
With the 1939-40 product lineup from
most of the major studios having been
either formulated or definitely announced,
indications are that roadshow treatment
for the biggest-budgeted efforts will be
equally as infrequent, at least in this
territory, as it was during the 1938 season. Bookings for roadshows, which are
recorded on a January-to-January dating,
rather than the August-to-August year
adhered to in production and general distribution, found only three features given
such treatment in 1938 in the Carthay
Circle and Four-Star Theatres.
While no definite announcements have
been made as to two-a-day bookings for
the new year’s product in this area, two
pictures are listed as extremely likely candidates—Warner’s “Juarez” and M-G-M’s
“Gone With the Wind,” now being produced by Selznick International. Warner
will roadshow its “Juarez” at the Hollywood Theatre, in New York City, beginning April 28, with every likelihood it will
be accorded similar treatment elsewhere.
Now in discussional stages is a plan whereby it may be two-a-dayed at either the
Carthay Circle or Warner’s Beverly Theatre in Beverly Hills. On this no decision
has been announced, however.
From all indications, “Gone With the
Wind” is slated for roadshow treatment
when completed, although no official plans
have been broadcast as yet.
During 1938 only two pictures — “Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs” and “Marie
Antoinette” — were given two-a-day showings at the Carthay Circle, while the Fourplayed host to but one roadshow, “In Old
Chicago.” This compares with a total of
eight in the two houses the previous year.
Considered strong possibilities should
the once-popular roadshow policy revive
to any great degree are such 1939-40 offerings as:
Metro — “The Wizard of Oz,” Technicolor version of the famous Frank Baum
fantasy; “Northwest Passage,” co-featuring Spencer Tracy, Robert Taylor and
Wallace Beery; “Madame Curie,” and “The
Wizard of Menlo Park,” a biography of
Thomas Edison.
a

20th Century-Fox — “The Rains Came,”
$2,000,000 production just underway;

“Stanley and Livingston,” now completed;
“Hollywood Cavalcade.”
Warner — “The Knight and the Lady,”
with Errol Flynn and Bette Davis; “The
Sea Hawk,” also starring Flynn; Paul
Muni’s “The Life of Beethoven;” “Disraeli,” with Claude Rains.
Paramount — “Rulers of the Seas,” a
Frank Lloyd production; “Knights of the
Round Table,” with Douglas Fairbanks jr. ;
“Invasion,” imaginative concept of the
United States in a defensive war; “Beau
Geste.”
RKO Radio — has two-a-day possibilities
in “The American Way” and “Abe Lincoln in Illinois,” both to be produced by
Max Gordon and Harry Goetz; Walt Disney’s feature cartoon, “Pinocchio.”
Columbia— The Frank Capra produc-
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Are Likely

Hays Approval on
Rosen's Script

Season

Paramount Tieup on
50 th Anniversary
First evidence of a studio’s tying in and
cashing in on a connection with the golden anniversary of motion pictures next
October 6 comes from Paramount, where
an announcement discloses the formation
of a “Golden Circle” comprising 14 studio
players who are to be given an exploitation and publicity buildup in connection
with films’ 50th anniversary.
President Barney Balaban, Stanton
Griffis, Neil Agnew and other New York
executives currently visiting the plant,
have given the plan their official okay.
Players will make a nation-wide tour next
fall, climaxing the jaunt at Menlo Park,
N. J., where Thomas Edison developed the
kinetoscope — forerunner of the modern
film projector — nearly 50 years ago. The
14 “Golden Circle” players include Joseph
Allen, Muriel Angelus, Judith Barrett,
Louise Campbell, Ellen Drew, Betty Field.
Susan Hayward, William Henry, William
Holden, Evelyn Keyes, Janice Logan,
Joyce Mathews, Patricia Morison and
Robert Preston.
Paramount thus takes the initiative in
acting upon the Hays office’s recommendation that the individual companies observe the anniversary. As yet no such
concrete steps have been taken at other
studios, although their respective publicity heads all attended a meeting at the
Hays office some weeks ago at which it
was agreed the industry’s 50th birthday
should be fittingly honored. At that time
a recommendation that a general industry
celebration be held was drafted and forwarded to the producers association in
New York, but so far no answer has been
received. Publicity spokesmen for Warner, M-G-M and other plants have indicated, however, that plans of a nature
comparable to those initiated by Paramount will undoubtedly be mapped.

" Sherlock Holmes " Next
Twentieth Century-Fox has announced
“Sherlock Holmes” as a sequel to “The
Hound of the Baskervilles,” with Basil
Rathbone repeating as the famous sleuth
and Nigel Bruce again set to portray Dr.
Watson.
"Hardy"

Meg

to Van

Dyke

“Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever” will be
directed by W. S. VanDyke for Metro.
tion, “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington;”
“Golden Boy,” which has just been launched; “The Lost Atlantis,” being prepared
by Trem Carr and Fred Jackman on a
$1,000,000 budget.
United Artists — Charles Chaplin’s “The
Dictators;” Samuel Goldwyn’s “The Music
School.”

Recent revival of A1 Rosen’s plans to
produce “The Mad Dog of Europe” as a
picturization of conditions within Nazi
Germany, has taken another substantial
step forward through the disclosure that
the Hays office has gone on record with
the declaration that the script submitted
by Rosen lives up to the requirements of
the production code although branded as
“enormously dangerous” material for distribution outside the United States. Fifteen revisions, none of major importance,
in the script written by Rosen, Herman
Mankiewicz and Lynn Root were suggested by Joseph I. Breen
association.

of the producers’

“The material appears to be acceptable
under the provisions of the production
code,” Breen declared in a communication
to Rosen, “but it is, we fear, enormously
dangerous from the standpoint of political
censorship outside the United States.”
“From the standpoint of political censorship,” Breen’s comment continued, “it
is our thought that you are likely to have
serious difficulty in marketing in the forsors.

eign field.” The Hays official made specific reference to the British board of cen-

During Rosen’s three previous attempts
to launch production on the feature, he
was unable to secure a Hays seal, the association having objected on the grounds
its production and distribution would result in Germany’s refusal to allow entry
to any American film product. This was
one of two major obstacles — the other
being Rosen’s heretofore unsuccessful attempts to finance his venture.
Rosen heads for New York this week,
an eastern group having indicated it is
is prepared to finance him.
Nucleus of “The Mad Dog of Europe”
is some 3,000 feet of negative film comprising actual scenes of street rioting, life
in Nazi concentration camps and other material, brought to this country under the
greatest difficulty. Rosen declares he was
offered $120,000 for the clips and script
by a representative of the German government some years ago and that ExMayor James Walker of New York, who
was acting as his attorney, flatly refused.

Gordon , Goetz to Produce
"Abe Lincoln" lor RKO
To be produced as their second for RKO
Radio release, Max Gordon and Harry
Goetz have acquired screen rights to “Abe
Lincoln in Illinois,” Broadway play. Raymond Massey, appearing as Lincoln in
the stage production, will repeat in the
film version. First RKO Radio-Gordon
production will be “The American
also running on Broadway.
"Golden

Boy"

Role

The lead in Columbia’s “Golden
will be played by William Holden.
BOXOFFICE
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WIDE ACCLAIM
FOR ALL THREE
SETTING

new

standards

of quality and per-

formance, Eastman’s latest negative
have met with instant approval. Each
its special contribution

films
makes

. . . fast, fine-grained

Plus-X, for general studio work . . . high-speed
Super -XX , for all difficult exposures

. . . ultra-

fine-grained Baekground-X , for backgrounds
and all-round exterior work. All three offer
the high reliability and photographic
typical of Eastman
Eastman

Kodak

sensitized

Company,

quality

materials.

Rochester,

N. Y.

(J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors, Fort Lee,
Chicago, Hollywood.)

EASTMAN
Super-XX
BOXOFFICE

Plus-X . . .

... Baekground-X

:: April 22, 1939

29

Committee

of 56 to Complete

FA-GN Distribution

Severance

Petition July 4

Deal Again Is On

Intending the day as a dual celebration of more than customary significance,
the Hollywood Committee of 56 has set
July 4 as the deadline on which it must
obtain 20,000,000 signatures to its Declaration of Economic Independence from
Nazi Germany. Thus far, some 5,000,000
signatures have been garnered, with committee leaders now redoubling their efforts to reach the goal. When its aim has
been attained, a delegation of prominent
Hollywoodians who are members of the
group

and

will journey to Washington to deliver the Declaration to President Roosevelt with a plea that he sever diplomatic
economic relations with Germany.

The

Hollywood Anti-Nazi League meanwhile has got underway with its spring
membership drive, which has taken the
form of a new lecture series under the
title “The March of Democracy.” First
of the group was a presentation of “Air
Raid,” a radio play by Archibald MacLeish, together with which Prof. Norman
Byrne will speak on “Fascism Is Loose
Upon the World.”
With Dorothy Parker as chairman, the
Spanish Children’s Milk Fund is sponsoring an exhibit of sculptured portraits of
Spanish Loyalist leaders by Jo Davidson.
Film industry and civic leaders are on the
list of patrons.
Other liberal activities found Eddie
Cantor speaking at a meeting of the
HANL’s Beverly Hills district; Will Rogers jr. presiding over a conference of the
Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade
to plan rehabilitation for the American

volunteer veterans of the Spanish revolution; a lecture by Vincent Sheean before
the Modern Forum; a discussion of the
plight of Spanish Loyalist refugees by Eric
Muggeridge, son of a former member of
Parliament, under the sponsorship of the
newly-formed Committee of 95, headed by
Milt Gross and Philip Dunne, scenarists;
and a gathering of 500 Hollywoodians to
hear Thomas Mann, exiled German novelist, discuss the situation in Germany. The
meeting was backed jointly by the European Film Fund and the Opportunity
Group, proceeds
refugee aid.
More

than

going

to

non-sectarian

5,000 film folk were

estimated

to have attended when Dorothy Thompson appeared at the Shrine Auditorium
under the auspices of the Modern Forum
to speak on “The Beauty and Terrible
Significance of America.” Sponsoring committee included Norma Shearer, Paul Muni,
Mary Pickford, John Garfield, Sam Briskin, Walter Wanger, Frank Capra, Frances
Marion, Mervyn LeRoy, Lenore Coffee, Bess
Meredyth, Rufus LeMaire, Melvyn Douglas, Sidney Howard and other notables of
the film colony.

Starrer for Raft
Universal

has

signed

George

Raft

to

star in “I Stole a Million” and has engaged Frank Tuttle to direct it as one of
the studio’s first productions on the 193940 slate. Nathaniel West is now scripting and Burt Kelly will produce.

Expected arrival of Franklyn Warner,
president of Fine Arts, from conferences
in New York with President E. W. Hammons of Grand National, following receipt
of word by FA attaches here that the FAGN distribution deal is on again, is interpreted as the forerunner of a new production boom on the GN lot, where only one
picture is currently in work.
Local FA

spokesmen had but limited information as to details of the WarnerHammons huddles beyond declaring they
expect a resumption of FA production to
be ordered within two weeks on one of
four scripts completed and ready for
shooting. Warner headed east last week
after long conferences here with Hammons
and other GN executives relevant to GN’s
financial status, which are resumed by
him in New York.
Meantime GN is playing host here to
Jeffrey Bernerd and Maurice Wilson, of
Grand National Pictures Ltd. of Great
Britain, who are visiting the coast in
search of Hollywood players and talent for
their 1939-40 production program in England. The British GN has no connection
with the American company other than a
mutual distribution arrangement under
which each may release as many of the
other’s films as desired.
Out-of-court settlement of the two-way
battle between Eugene Frenke and Grand
National over distribution rights to
Frenke’s “Exile Express,” starring Anna
Sten, came when GN agreed to relinquish
its claims to the film. Damage actions
involving each party have been dropped
and Frenke is seeking another release for
the picture.
Illness of Margo, in the leading role,
has temporarily stalled production on
"The Miracle of Main Street,” which GN
is producing in both Spanish and English.
Jose Crespo, Mexican star, has been
ed for the Spanish version.

sign-

"Boycott" Expose of Bund
Activity, Next on List
Continuing
mover

its activities

as

a

prime

in the industry’s unofficial Americanization campaign, Warner has an-

nounced plans to produce “Boycott,” a
subject dealing with the German-American Bund and its treatment of a German
shopkeeper in the United States who refuses to affiliate with that organization.
Now in preparatory stages, the vehicle is
being tentatively considered for Alan Hale.

Megs
West

Welcomes

Republic

East —

Arriving for important studio conferences regarding Paramount’s 1939-40
production lineup, this contingent of homeoffice executives was welcomed
at the train by Y. Frank Freeman (third from left) . The lineup includes, left
to right, Leon Netter, theatre operations executive; Stanton Griffis, chairman of the executive committee; Freeman; Mrs. Barney Balaban; Barney
Balaban, president; Neil F. Agnew, sales head; Russell Holman, New York
production
director.
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representative,

and

Robert

M.

Gillham,

publicity -advertising

Next Autry

has signed

B. Reeves

Eason

to

direct “Colorado Sunset,” the next Gene
Autry western, which goes before the cameras April 25.

Team
Charles

Boyer

Boyer

has

and
been

Dunne
signed

by Uni-

versal to co-star with Irene Dunne in “A
Modern Cinderella,” which John M. Stahl
will produce and direct.
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AL ROSEN *
SCORES AGAIN!
Al Rosen
A nnounces
The Forthcoming

Production

THE

MAD

DOC
OF

EUROPE
Endorsed by outstanding Catholic Periodicals whose
editors have read the shooting script, and carefully
planned for the past four years, with the keen intuitive
ability he has demonstrated in the past.
From

*

THE MONMOUTH
than

AMERICAN

"Al Rosen, who has discovered and developed more
any other agent in Hollywood, dealing with such

as Fredric
Garland,

March,
Brian

to the lead

lack

Oakie,

Donlevy,

in his play

and

Virginia
Nancy

on Broadway

Bruce,

Kelly,
and

Ogla

who

Paul

personalities
personalities

Baclanova,

was

Muni,

Judy

the

understudy

whom

he placed

in "Scarface," after his first try in Hollywood; and Wynne
Gibson,
Skeets Gallagher, Harry Green, Regis Toomey, Peggy Conklin and
others too numerous to mention, such as writers and directors and
story

material

seems

to have

picking
also

stories

indirectly

their first big
"It has

sold

by

his

office

to the

the knack

of casting

and

that prove

plays

responsible

different

people

and

box-office

for getting

Cary

studios;

also

attractions.

Grant

Al

Rosen

the foresight

and

Rosen

George

of
is

Raft

opportunities.

been

the

opinion

of this publication,

whose

editor

has

read the shooting script of "The Mad Dog of Europe," that, given
a capable cast and a director keenly sensible to its worth, the filmed
version

BOXOFFICE

should

rank

high

among

the great

motion

pictures

of recent

times."
April

22, 1939
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fsj|ERHAPS some of the smug self-con-

SPEARHEADS

®Hidence which Actor George Raft
flaunted during his last year on the
Paramount lot has been shaken by his experiences since he left the Marathon St.
film foundry. During his stay there, Raft
was suspended by the studio when he refused to accept the part assigned him in
“St. Louis Blues.” This controversy
patched up after some weeks, Raft again
became involved in a similar quarrel over
a role in “The Magnificent Fraud” which
he was to have portrayed. This time,
however, Paramount executives evidently
decided to call Raft’s bluff, with the result
that his contract was torn up and he was
permitted to go out into the world in
search of other assignments which he
might find more to his liking.
He went to Warner’s to appear in support of James Cagney in “Each Dawn I
Die.” Although the studio never confirmed it, several printed reports declared
he was on a long-term contract. However,
upon completion of the assignment, he
was dropped from the Warner payroll and
is now set on a one-picture deal at Universal.
After that, what?

Hedda
thusly:

Hopper

leads

with

her

chin

“What a life! I’m not only playing in it,
I’m living it. Doctor, will you please examine my head — there’s something wrong
with it!”
A unanimity of opinion refreshingly
precedeiital in Hollywood.

Frank Morgan, at the request of Editor
Walter Yust, will write 800 words on the
history

and

forthcoming
Britannica.

development
edition
This

of
the

assignment

considering Morgan's
historical vintage.

From

of

films

should

penchant

for
be

easy,

for gags

showhouse, Mervyn LeRoy’s epics produced under the sign of Leo might be exhibited there with profit.
M. O. Cullem, nationally famous culinary expert, has been hired to serve as
technical advisor on the latest Pete Smith
Specialty, “Culinary Carvings.” Deplorable extravagance; what with so many expert knife-wielders — both in the commissary and in executive huddles — available
right on the lot.

Qy Ivan
win’s adventure with a pair of donkeys
which he encountered in the middle of
the road. In an effort to remove them,
he turned off his motor, coasted close and
blasted the horn, whereupon one of the
asses — evidently with no sense of humor —
lashed out with his heels, inflicting $23
worth of damages to the actor’s car.
Which isn’t the first time that one of
Erwin’s sad attempts at comedy has
engendered lusty kicks.

United Artists celebrates its 20 th birthday this week. The anniversary passed
with little, if any, observation in Hollywood, the organization’s producers and
their respective courtiers following their
usual workaday pursuits.
Samuel Goldwyn said: “I don’t care if
it is 40 years, you can still include me
out;” Walter Wanger played polo; David
Selznick read part of Chapter 18 of
GWTW; Charlie Chaplin refused to be
intimidated; Edivard Small burnished the
iron mask and Hal Roach quietly clipped
Los Angeles Turf Club coupons.

the

Encyclopedia

of

Harry Brand’s emporium of exaggeration comes a story about Stuart Er-

In one

scene

in "Mr.

Smith

Goes

to Wash-

ington" Jimmy Stewart imitates bird calls.
At last he has something in common
with
some audiences.

Recently-opened theatre in Fremont,
Mich., has been named “The Oz,” accord-

Hardy
Hollywood’s preview business, following
the trend of amusement stocks, dipped toward a new low during the week, only two
features having been unwound to keep the
reviewers and others of the free lunch
fraternity out of mischief.

and

Whether the most recent contribution
falls into the good or the gooder category
is purely a matter of personal taste. Certainly it is dependable to play the same

one on the list from any view-

point was Metro’s “The Hardys Ride
High,” sixth of the series which keeps an
eager and appreciative public informed as
to the antics and activities of Judge Hardy
and members of his energetic household.
After viewing a half-dozen of these delightfully wholesome and entertaining
chapters, consensus of critical reaction apparently parallels the dusky dipsomaniac’s
viewpoints on his favorite tipple, to wit,
“They ain’t no bad Hardy pictures — some’s
good and some’s gooder.”

The cast and staff are substantially the
same as those which won acclaim for the
success of the first five. Lewis Stone as
the judge and Mickey Rooney as his
adolescent and irrepressible offspring
again carry home the bulk of the acting
honors, while the remainder of the mummers are characteristically fine in support.
The screenplay was from the collaborating
pens of Agnes Christine Johnson, Kay Van
Riper and William Ludwig, George Seitz
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Reports
"Elsa

Louella

Parsons:

Maxwell

brings

a

new

game

to

Hollywood called ’Likes and Dislikes'."
Whaddya
mean, new? There have always
been Jimmie Fidler and Constance Bennett.

General Films to Back
Leslie Howard Series
Lawrence Fox’s General Films will finance the series of Leslie Howard starrers
which Walter Futter is to produce for
RKO Radio release, under terms of a
deal worked out between Fox and Futter
in the east. First Howard film, “The Man
Who Lost Himself,” is scheduled to go into
work July 1, to be produced in England,
with Howard directing as well as having
the chief Thespic assignment.

Add "Frontier Marshal"

“Frontier Marshal,” featuring Randolph
Scott, has been added to Sol M. Wurtzel’s
1939-40 production slate at 20th CenturyFox. Picture rolls May 15, from a screenplay by Sam Heilman, with Allan Dwan
directing.
John Carradine has a featured
role.

Next "Nancy Drew" Set
Next in the “Nancy Drew” series at
Warner’s will be “Nancy Drew and the
Hidden Staircase.” Bonita Granville and
Frankie Thomas will be featured.

Hammy

merry and melodious tune on the theatre’s
cash register as was heard when its predecessors won their enviable places in the
fans’ hearts.

Number

ing to a blurb from Metro. Now, if the
wizard can be retained to operate the

again was parked behind the megaphone.
*

*

*

The second entry in the two-picture race
also was of the series ilk, essaying to thrill
the audiences — if any — with the latest
hair-raising adventures of one Bulldog
Drummond, sleuth extraordinary. One of
the most pointless of the long line of
Drummond pictures, “Bulldog Drummond’s
Secret Police” is ridiculously melodramatic, a fault which ill-timed and unfunny comedy interludes do not alleviate.
This, coupled with an inept story that
surpasses credibility, leaves the workmanlike cast struggling ineffectually to grasp
the significance of their roles and consequently points the picture as suitable only
for the Saturday matinee trade. James
Hogan directed from a script by Garnett
Weston.
BOXOFFICE
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SMPE Convention a
Cosmopolitan Affair
Attended by more than 150 members
flocking here from the east, Europe and
South America, the annual spring convention of the Society of Motion Picture
Engineers is underway in a five-day session covering a wide range of engineering
advances and technical symposiums. Affair is under the guidance of President
E. A. Williford, Nathan Levinson, executive vice-president and W. C. Kunsmann,
convention vice-president.
Highlight of the opening session was a
review of foreign film markets, presented
by N. D. Golden, chief of the motion picture division of the United States department of commerce, in which Golden
pointed out that intensified political and
economic difficulties abroad curtailed
American domination from 65 to 70 per
cent during 1938. Golden declared, however, that many European nations still
remain as important outlets for American
pictures, and that American distributors
are seeking to offset restricted markets by
concentrating on Latin American, in which
he asserts there are more than 5,200 potential theatre outlets.
American film exports in 1938 decreased 6.1 per cent compared with 1937 — 202,526,821 feet of negative and positive film
having been shipped, Golden said.
Program of speeches throughout the
week included an address by W. B. Rayton, of Bausch and Lomb, discussing the
American optical and lens-grinding industry; A. C. Blaney, of RCA laboratories,
presenting a paper relating to a new “direct positive” system of sound recording;
W. S. Thompson, of the same organization, discussing a Class A-B push-pull
recording system; J. R. Allburger, also of
RCA, announcing a new film developer
compound which it is claimed guarantees
uniform results.
Other discussions included a description by Clinton P. Veber, of Rutgers University, of a “time telescope,” and an explanation by Dr. T. K. Peters, archives director of Oglethorpe University, of the
processes used in the scientifically-sealed
crypt which contains articles of every-day
20th century civilization, to be found perhaps in the 80th century.
Sound engineers and technicians from
various studios and laboratories are presenting reports on scores of new improvements and developments.
The social amenities of the convention
were to be concluded with the staging of
the semi-annual banquet in the Blossom
Room of the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel,
with Bob Hope set as master of ceremonies
and Rudy Vallee to be on hand with some
of his entertainers. Guest list included
such industry names as Harry and Jack
Warner, Joseph Schenck, Y. Prank Freeman, Sam Briskin, Bryan Poy, Howard
Estabrook, Hugh Herbert, Edward G.
Robinson, Prank McHugh, and Mr. and
Mrs. Perc Westmore (Gloria Dickson) .
Closing event of the SMPE session was
to be the delivery of the television committee’s annual report, prepared by Dr.
Alfred N. Goldsmith, citing the relationBOXOFFICE

:: April 22, 1939

AT the SMPE

Coast Convention —

Top left: Nathan D. Golden , chief of the motion picture division of the department of commerce, one of the principal speakers. Top right: Major
Nathan Levinson, executive vice-president of SMPE; W. C. Kunzmann, convention vice-president, and Loren L. Ryder, chairman of the Pacific Coast
section. Seated around the conference table: M. C. Batsel, RCA Laboratories;
Herbert Griffin, International Projector Corp.; D. E. Hyndman, Eastman
Kodak, and J. J. Crabtree, also of Eastman, editorial vice-president of the
Society.

Hays Due on West Coast
Within Next Two Weeks
His work

in connection with the congressional hearing on the Neely blockbooking bill completed, Will Hays has returned to New York, forwarding information to the local Hays officials that he
will be heading for the coast on his annual spring visit within two weeks. The
chief of the producers association had
been expected here several weeks ago but
postponed the trip because of the Neely
session.
Focal point of activity for the Hays office has been the labor crisis brought on
by the threatened but averted nation-wide
IATSE strike, in connection with which
Victor Clarke, labor contact, has been
keeping in constant touch with Pat Casey,
currently in New York.
ship of present engineering strides to the
growth of commercial sight-and-sound
broadcasting.

Hugh Herbert Opens Tour
In Cleveland Theatre
Embarking on a series of personal appearances throughout the east and midwest, Hugh Herbert has opened at the
Palace Theatre in Cleveland, whence he
travels to Chicago, New York and other
key cities.
En route to Ireland for a vacation, Geraldine Fitzgerald, Warner player, stopped
in New York to make a p.a. in conjunction
with the opening of “Dark Victory.”
terviews and radio appearances were
ranged for her. A similar itinerary
scheduled by Warner for Lya Lys, who
left for the east to make a personal

Inarwas
has
ap-

pearance at the world premiere of “Confessions of a Nazi Spy.”
Mischa Auer is due back at Universal
after completing a p.a. engagement in
Chicago, while Phil Regan reports to Republic upon termination of a lengthy tour,
33
winding up in Atlanta, Ga.

whose fairness is beyond reproach” head
the proposed organization. He wants this
man to be “outside the influence of the

A Single Exhibitor
Unit, Brandt's Aim
New

York — Envisioning

a

single, uni-

fied national exhibitor organization once
there is general acceptance of the trade
practice code, Harry Brandt, ITOA president, informs Boxoffice he will initiate a
move to bring both affiliated and independent operators into line.
Brandt is emphatic that the proposal
would serve no useful purpose if arbitration machinery is not functioning to the
satisfaction of a majority of theatre interests. On the assumption, however,
arbitration will survive among the concessions offered by distributors, Brandt
sees a lasting step forward toward the
adjudication of the bulk of trade disputes.
That is why he favors one organization.
“Since we will all be in the same pot,” he
says, “we might as well work together.
Even though some of the economic interests, should the formation of such a plan
eventuate, be diametrically opposed, they
will still be bound to live up to the letter
and spirit of an arbitration system and, if
fairness is to prevail, we will all get further on a common meeting ground.”
Brandt would like to see "a cabinet man

Hays
office.” network of regional offices
A far-flung
where arbitration rulings over trade disputes could be diagnosed and distributed
to all theatre owners to offset many minor
clashes would go a long way toward alleviating friction, Brandt thinks. Further,
by regularly exchanging ideas between
regional heads who would be constantly
alert to trade grievances as they crop up,
many alleged evils could be averted at the
source, thus creating a permanency in the
eradication of countless exhibitor squawks,
it is his view.
Nathan Golden Points
To Latin- America
Hollywood — Latin-America

Plays
New

York — Stragglers

in the play mar-

ket continue, but at a much slower pace.
Current openings include these:

"My

Heart's in the Highlands’’

Number 78 of the season. A one-act play
by William Saroyan produced by the
Group Theatre at the Guild, April 13.
Staged by Robert Lewis, settings and costumes by Herbert Andrews with music by
Paul Bowles. The cast includes Philip
Loeb, Sidney Lumet, Art Smith, William
Hansen, Hester Sondergaard, James
O’Rear, Loren Gage, Phil Brown
Harry Bratsburg. The critics:

and

Robert Coleman, Daily Mirror — Just
what Mr. Saroyan thinks it adds up to,
we don’t know ... a strangely absorbing
adventure in the theatre . . . Perhaps his
highlands are a Utopia where dreamers
can come into their own . . . There is an
amazingly fine performance by young Sidney Lumet . . . Philip Loeb is an exciting
Katzen jammer lyricist.
Burns Mantle, Daily News (one star) — •
It is a fantastic drama about a poor poet
and his loyal son ... So far as this reviewer is concerned there is an incompleted sentence in the program . . . “The
play will be performed without an intermission,” reads the sentence. “And without reason” should have been added.
Richard Watts jr„ Herald Tribune — . . .
Mr. Saroyan’s brief contribution to the
season’s drama is a work of originality and
imagination, indelibly stamped by the
mark of his strange personality . . . given
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offers

the

best opportunities for American film export in 1939, Nathan D. Golden, chief of
the motion picture division of the department of commerce, told the Society of
M. P. Engineers here in an address on the
foreign market.
He listed 5,239 potential theatre outlets
and increasing theatre construction as
reasons why American companies should
pay closer attention to that territory.
Golden recommended, as a stimulus to
the development of that phase of trade,
Hollywood production of Spanish dialogue
films employing stage favorites from
South America.

More Await Turns
On Sound Stages
Production pace has taken an upturn,
with 38 films in work and 14 others in
preparatory stages for immediate starts.
Paramount

slated no less than three for

launching, “Disputed Passage,” “Ruler of
the Seas” and “Homework,” to list a ninepicture total. Warner rolled “Dust Be My
Destiny” to register six. “Memory of Love”
and “Way Down South,” — the latter a
Principal production — hit the starting line
at RKO Radio, which is filming a sextet.
20th Century-Fox launched “The Rains
Came” and “The Jones Family at the
Grand Canyon,” giving it five. Metro has
the same quantity, having started “The
Women.” Columbia got underway with
“Parents on Trial” to total four.
Monogram is filming two, including
“Across the Plains,” a new start. Republic gunned “Colorado Sunset” to score
three plus a serial. Walter Wanger started “Winter Carnival” for United Artists
release, UA thus registered a three-picture
total. Delayed a week, Universal shoved
off “In Old California,” giving it three
also.

Possibilities

a splendid production . . . under Robert
Lewis’s fine direction ... it is a fine
laboratory exercise . . . filled with affection for small people, for the innocents of
the world, who long dimly for a beauty
they vaguely understand ... a curiously
entertaining little play, with a strange eloquence and tenderness all its own.
John Anderson, Journal- American — . . .
the playlet, which is an hour and a half
long, and all in one piece, might be taken
as a parable of beauty ... he conjures up
passages of poignant sadness as definite
as music can be and as inexplicable. He
can impart swift mischief to a line and
make it smile across the play as if it were
a streak of bright paint ... it is a fascinating crackpot, full of hokum and beauty
and the sort of compelling unreality that
is real only on the stage.
John Mason Brown, Post — • . . . the
Group Theatre did succeed in making
playgoers realize that there can be more
to seeing than believing, that seeing can
mean feeling, too, even when you do not
understand exactly what you have seen . . .
And I surmise from those around me who
had tears in their eyes that they were no
less touched than I was by what is poignant, charming and yet indefinable . . . Mr.
Saroyan has managed to widen the theatre’s horizons by escaping from facts and
reason and making the unintelligible seem
intelligible.
Richard Lockridge, Sun — ... it has
freshness and an elusive vitality of its
own and the Group has seen that the pro-

Lumet

duction enhances these qualities . . . Sidney
does a fine, bubbling job as the boy;

Philip Loeb’s poet is the admirable product of understressed acting and beautiful
timing . . . Call “My Heart’s in the Highlands” an engaging oddity and you have
it.
Brooks Atkinson, Times — As a bit of
virtuoso scribbling and acting, it is the
finest new play the Group has put on the
stage this season ... he needs a director
with as exultant an imagination as his
and the ability to capture a dream in
stage dimensions. Let Robert Lewis take
a bow here . . . Score a hundred for Art
Smith’s bewhiskered old tragedian with
aences.
grand manner before impromptu audiSidney B. Whipple, World-Telegram — If
Mr. Saroyan means anything at all, which
is doubtful, it is entirely lost in a welter
of incongruous lines, impossible situations
and humor that demands the immediate
attention of pathologists . . . But, at the
risk of being called a pickle-puss, I would
request the Group Theatre to pay no further attention to Mr. Saroyan’s babbling.

"No

Time for Comedy”

Number 79. Comedy by S. N. Behrman.
In three acts, this opened April 17 at the
Ethel Barrymore Theatre. Staged by
Guthrie McClintic, settings by Jo Mielziner, presented by Katherine Cornell and
the Playwright’s Company. Cast includes
Gee Gee James, Miss Cornell, John Williams, Laurence Olivier, Margalo Gillmore,
BOXOFFICE
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Peter Robinson
critics :

and Robert Flemyng.

R. C., Daily Mirror — . . . boasts a slight
thread of a plot and copious helpings of
that sparkling and beguiling dialogue for
which Mr. Behrman is noted. But that’s
all that Miss Cornell and her assisting
artists need to provide a pleasant, if uneventful evening . . . Miss Cornell, making
her debut as a comedienne, is perfectly at
home in her new metier. Lovelier than
ever, poised, spirited, playing with authority, she delighted her admirers. Laurence Olivier, destined to be the town’s
No. 1 matinee idol, gets more from the role
of the errant husband than Mr. Behrman
put into it.
B. M„ Daily News — . . . his (Mr. Behrman) is a very neat sample, neatly staged
and particularly well-acted by Miss Cornell, supported by that gifted young
Englishman, Laurence Olivier; Margalo
Gillmore and John Williams ... In all, a
lightly, stimulating and pleasant to take
spring theatre tonic.
R. W. jr., Herald-Tribune — It is one of
the most interesting of contemporary
artistic problems that Mr. Behrman has
to wrestle with in his new play. Like all
authors of integrity, he is concerned with
the status of his craft in a world of hatred,
war and chaos, and he is asking himself,
as all of them must ask, whether he can
remain above the battle or must participate in it ... If only for the fact that it
brought Miss Cornell back to us after two
long years of absence, “No Time for Comedy” would be worthy of attention.
J. A., Journal- American — Miss Cornell’s
is a beautifully lustrous performance, finepitched, subtly inflected and projected
with the tremendous power of an actress
of unquestioned authority. Mr. Olivier, as
the playwright, seemed to me much less
successful in a part which demanded some
of Leslie Howard’s romantic gayety and
some of Mr. Lunt’s vividly eccentric brilliance.

J. M. B., Post — After much too long an
absence for the comfort of local theatregoers, Miss Cornell returned to New York
last night to appear with great charm and
that haunting radiance which is uniquely
hers in Mr. Behrman ’s “No Time for Comedy” . . . Mr. Behrman ’s
is not one
of his best comedies. Butplay
it is a trifle
which is at once pleasant, felicitous and
amusing enough, especially in its lighter
moments.
R. L., Sun — Miss Cornell’s role is of primary importance without really being the
primary role. She, of course, enhances it;
with that quiet serenity of hers she commands the play . . . Laurence Olivier plays
Gaylord Easterbrook, the playwright, with
resource and ingenuity . . . John Williams
is admirable as the builder-uppers husband and Robert Flemyng is entertaining
as a spare man. Miss Gee Gee James
brings fresh and comical impertinence to
the part of a colored maid.
B. A., Times— . . . For “No Time for
Comedy” is one of the most thoroughly
comic of the plays that have come off his
(Mr. Behrman’s) immaculately polished
desk — sapient under the surface, gay, and
glittering on top. With the collaboration
of Guthrie McClintic, he has also achieved
a brilliant production.
S. B. W„ World-Telegram — Maybe that
some, who take their theatre too seriously,
BOXOFFICE

Dunn to Katzman for
Melodrama Series

The

SCRIPTERS
— Fori i] n in Bona-Nova
PAUL,
language
— Metro
Artists.

PEREZ
feature

JACQUES
starrer.
— Paramount

to “La
set for

DEVAL

LOUIS
KAYE
Charlie Ruggles

to

Innxaculada,” Spanishrelease through United

“Balalaika,”

to “Homework,”
comedy.

Nelson

Mary

Eddy

Boland-

S. K. LAURENS
to “Our Neighbors — the Carters,” which Charles R. Rogers will produce. Fay
Bainter has the lead.
— RKO
Radio
NORMAN
KRASNA
to “Vigil in the Night,”
from the A. J. Cronin novel; JEROME
CHODOROV
to "Conspiracy,” a Cliff Reid production.
—
Republic
E. V. WESTRATE
starring John Wayne.

to

"Colorado,”

a

western

GERALD
GERAGHTY
to
“Covered
Wagon
Days,” a Roy Rogers western.
GEORGE
BECK
and OLIVE
COOPER
to "Hit
Parade
of 1939.” Sol Siegel will produce.
—
Hal Roach
JOSEPH

KRUMGOLD

to

"The

Housekeeper’s

HAL
YATES
teams with GORDON
Daughter.”
on "The Housekeeper’s Daughter.”
— Selznirk International
GEORGE
O’NEIL
Leslie Howard
will
will have the male
— 20th Century-Fox
HAROLD
Otto Brower
— Universal

DOUGLAS

to final draft of "Intermezzo.”
act as associate producer and
lead.

TARSHIS
to “Harmony
at Home.”
will direct for the Sol Wurtzel unit.

EDMUND

HARTMANN

VAL
BURTON
Racket.”
SON on "Plying
— Warner
Bros.

teamed

to

with

"Billion

CHARLES

Dollar
GRAY-

Cadets.”

DON
RYAN
to “Desert Storm.” Humphrey
gart and Margaret Lindsay will feature.
LAWRENCE
busting story.

KIMBLE

to

“Big

Shot,”

a

Bo-

racket-

CRANE
WILBUR
to "Dead End Kids at Valley
Forge,” story with a military school background.
Wilbur
has headed
for Valley Forge, Pa., to
gather material.
VINCENT
DEAN
building
cott.”

SHERMAN

and

LEE

KATZ

to

"Boy-

FRANKLIN
to "Bridge of Sighs.” Background is the bridge between the Criminal Courts
and the Tombs
in New
York.

" Knights of Round Table"
Awaits European Lull
Because it is aimed largely for the British market, Paramount has tentatively
decided to shelve “Knights of the Round
Table” for at least six months. Studio
spokesmen declare the company will keep
a weather eye on the international situation because, in the event Great Britain
goes to war, the picture’s potential revenue
will be greatly curtailed. Albert Lewin has
been handling production plans.

Stevens
ondirect
"Vigil"
George
Stevens will
“Vigil in the
Night,” the A. J. Cronin novel in which
RKO Radio will star Carole Lombard.
Pandro Berman produces personally.
for signed
"Wind"by SelzMax Doing
Steiner Music
has been
nick International to compose, arrange
and conduct the musical score for “Gone
With the Wind.”
and who never consider anything worth
while, unless it makes them clutch at their
throats in anguish, will resent seeing Miss
Cornell turn her talents to what they consider the lighter form. The experience
merely proves the extraordinary skill of
this actress. The spirit of thoughful
laughter is sometimes more difficult to invoke than tears.

To be featured in a series of eight action melodramas for the state-right market during the 1939-40 season, Sam Katzman has signed Jimmy Dunn to a longterm acting contract. Features will be
based on stories by Peter B. Kyne. First,
“Wings of Steel,” rolls within three weeks.
These are added to Katzman’s Victory Pictures schedule of eight Tim McCoy westerns, second of which, “Trigger Fingers,”
is now shooting on location at Newhall.
In production as Metropolitan Pictures
Corp.’s first melodrama is “Daughter of
the Tong,” featuring Evelyn Brent and
Grant Withers. Lester F. Scott jr. is supervising and Ray Johnson directing for
Harry S. Webb, who declares the film will
be available for release within 30 days.
Set to start this week as its second feature is “The Port of Hate.”
To produce Spanish-language films, articles of incorporation were filed in Sacramento for Atalaya Films, Inc., listing as
directors Maury Cohen, Fortunio BonaNova, Harold Aaron and Arthur Wright.
No production schedule or release has
been announced.
Declaring a decision will be forthcoming shortly as to whether the film will
be produced here or in New York, word
has been received from the east that Dr.
Maurice Rosen and Josef Berne have begun work on the script of “The Life of
Paul Ehrlich,” which it is asserted will
throw a new light on the treatment of
social diseases. Berne will direct. Roman
Rebush and Ludwig Landy, who will produce, have formed a unit to make a series
of English exploitation pictures.

Zehner Replacing

Auster

On Joe Breen s Staff
An interchange of talent between the
producers association and Universal finds
Harry H. Zehner, of the studio, joining the
staff of Joseph I. Breen at the Hays office, replacing Iselin Auster. Auster has
transferred to Universal to become assistant to Milton E. Schwarzwald, who produced the company’s Mentone shorts in
New York and who was brought out to
the coast recently for service in an as
yet undefined executive capacity. Auster
was on the Breen staff for five years.
Jack Gross has reported to the studio to
begin work as assistant to Cliff Work, his
former post as western district manager
for RKO Theatres now being handled by
Charles W. Koerner.
Three personalities have been dropped
from the 20th Century-Fox payroll. Joseph Hoffman has checked off the lot after a year’s service as a scripter. Phyllis
Brooks, contract player, leaves after two
years. Slim Summerville has wound up a
three-year contract as a comedian and
will freelance.
Terminating a 10-year association with
M-G-M, John Meehan has been signed to
a writing ticket by Walter Wanger under
which he will work on an untitled original.
Handles Vicki Baum Story
Sol Siegel draws the production reins on
“Forgotten Girls,” a Vicki Baum story,
at Republic.
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RKO's Production
Schedule Formed
With final plans for its 1939-40 production schedule to be drafted during their
stay, for announcement at the annual sales
convention in New York in June, President George Schaefer guided a contingent
of RKO Radio home office executives in
for parleys at the studio. Schaefer, who
plunged immediately into production conferences with Pandro Berman, studio
head, was accompanied by S. Barret McCormick, advertising-publicity head, and
Gordon Youngman, company attorney.
Ned Depinet, distribution chief, is to follow within a few days, while Jules Levy,
sales manager, who spent some time here
in huddles with Berman, trained for New
York without meeting the incoming officials.
Studio attaches declared that probably
no definite announcement as to RKO
Radio’s product lineup for the new season would be made here, and said that
Schaefer, among other matters, is expected to smooth out details of the deal
whereby Harold Lloyd will produce one or
more pictures for the company during
1939-40.
Paramount

Meeting

in June

Climax of the home office executive
huddles at Paramount came with the announcement by President Barney Balaban that the company’s national sales
meeting will be held in Los Angeles, June
12-14, with 200 salesmen, branch and district managers, home office and studio
executives and foreign representatives in
attendance, the three-day session to be
held at the Ambassador Hotel.
Careful scrutiny of the studio’s production plans for the new season, which Balaban, upon his arrival, announced would
be equal in quantity to the 1938-39 output, has been the order of the day for
the visitors, including Stanton Griffis,
chairman of the executive committee;
Russell Holman, New York production
representative; Neil Agnew, distribution
chief, and Robert Gillham, director of
publicity and advertising. Studio attaches
expected the contingent to return east
after spending nearly two weeks here,
Agnew already having pulled out. Griffis,
Holman and Balaban will stop off en route
in Omaha to attend the world premiere of
“Union Pacific,” April 28.
J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of Universal’s board, has checked in for a
week’s stay, accompanied by John Joseph,
studio advertising-publicity head, who
spent two weeks in the east.
Executives

On

the

Go

Sol C. Siegel, Republic producer, has
trained to New York for conferences with
Herbert Yates. Yates and James Grainger, sales head, are expected here May 1
for studio conferences, coming in from
San Francisco where they will attend the
company’s regional sales meeting April
27-28.
After brief conferences with Harry and
Jack Warner concerning the 1939-40 short
subjects program, Norman Moray, Vitaphone sales manager, left for Kansas City
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Eleanor Powell heads out for New York
to make a series of appearances with Andy
Iona and his orchestra. She returns in
June for picture work . . . S. Sylvan Simon,
Metro director, has returned from a New
York vacation.
k

Billie Burke has announced the engagement of her daughter, Patricia Ziegfeld,
to William Stevenson, Beverly Hills dance
instructor . . . Charles Suess, of Metro’s
advertising department, and his bride, the
former Mary Elizabeth Trask of Pasadena, are honeymooning in Mexico following their marriage.
k

John Litel, Gloria Holden, Rosella Towne,
Howard Lang and Erville Anderson of the
Warner lot appeared at a mass meeting
sponsored by the All-American Continental Congress at the Warner Theatre in San
Pedro. Three of the studio’s historical featurettes were screened . . . Discussing
“Juarez,” John Huston and Aeneas MacKenzie, Warner scripters, addressed 165
members of the faculty of the University
of Southern California.
k

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Astaire are en route
to New York, whence they sail for an English vacation . . . Universal’s Studio Club
will hold its annual dinner dance at the
Biltmore Bowl April 28, with Jack Otterson
in charge . . . Director William Wyler has
returned from a trip east . . . Howard
Benedict, RKO Radio studio publicity head,
is back at his desk after
a week’s illness.
*
As advance man for the “Union Pacific”
premiere, April 28, Walter Bradfield of
Paramount’s publicity staff has trained for
Omaha . . . Charles Chaplin observed his
50th birthday and the 25th anniversary of
his motion picture career . . . With 400
guests attending, the Masquers Club was
to stage its “Cavalcade of Radio” party
April 20. William Collier sr. was to be
toastmaster and invited revelers included
Don Thornburgh, vice-president of the Columbia Broadcasting System; Don Gilman,
vice-president of the National network;
Basil Rathbone, Dick Powell, Joe E. Brown,
Jack Benny, Edgar Bergen, Ned Sparks,
Frank Morgan. Boris Karloff, Jean Hersholt, Edward Arnold, Edward G. Robinson
and others of the film and radio world.
*

Bette Davis, Gary

Cooper, Errol Flynn,

Ann Sheridan, Lew Seiler, Dennis O’Keefe,
George Marshall and Hugh Herbert comprise the committee in charge of the annual Malibu Kennel Club show at Malibu
August 12-13. Ten per cent of the proceeds will go to the Tailwaggers’ Foundation . . . Paramount’s producer, Harlan
Thompson, and his wife, Marian Spitzer,
and

a

three-week

tour of Warner

ex-

changes. Sam Sax, head of Warner’s
British production, has left for New York
after studio parleys. He sails for England immediately upon arrival in the east.
Also going east were Nicholas Schenck,
of M-G-M, after a week’s stay here; C. E.
Ericksen, general manager for Walter
Wanger, attending to New York business

torville.
have returned

from

a

vacation in Vic-

k

Helene Turner has been granted a
three-month leave of absence from her
film editing duties at Republic and has
headed east . . . William Shapiro, vicepresident of Bobby Breen Productions,
trained to New York ★ for a six-week stay.

Hunting locations for his next Universal assignment. Director Joseph Santley is
visiting a number of boys’ schools. Frank
Lawton, studio location manager, accompanies. . . Albert Lewin is back at his
Paramount production desk, his European
k
trip over.

Sonja Henie is planning a six- week
holiday in Norway when her current 20th
Century-Fox acting assignment is comwill
Studio Club
nt’s tourney
. Paramou
hold itspletd. . annual
tennis
April 23
and 30 at the Los Angeles Tennis Club,
with Sam Frey as chairman. John Howard, Elliott Nugent, Andrew L. Stone and
others will compete.
*

Howard

Jackson,

Warner

composer,

discussed the scoring of one of the studio’s
shorts at a meeting of 200 members of the
Cinema Club at the Pasadena Community
Playhouse . . . Hundreds of representatives
of the legal, banking, medical, social, civic
and theatrical world attended a ‘‘Diamond
Luncheon” given in honor of May Robson’s 75th birthday by Warner’s. Tribute
was paid by Jack Warner, Paul Muni,
Bette Davis, the Gleason’s, Marlene Dietrich, Gary Cooper, Hal Roach, Charles
W inninger , Judge Ben Lindsay, Publisher
Harry Chandler and others.
*

Discussing the movie talent school problem, Sol Lesser will take a radio turn
next week, being cut in on the “Inside
Story” show over NBC, April 25. Local
outlet will be Station KECA.
*

Metro’s camera department will hold its
annual golf tournament May 14 at the
Woodland Country Club, with Frank Sahgrue as general chairman . . . Anatole Litvak heads for New York next week for the
premiere of ‘‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy”
. . . Combining business and pleasure, Phil
Goldstone
week stay. has left for New York for a twok

Elliott Morgan, Metro technical research
advisor, has left for England on a leave of
absence . . . Irene Dunne has returned
from her spring holiday at Sea Island,
Ga., and New York.
for his employer, and Troy Orr, of 20th
Century-Fox’s advertising staff, who will
make an advance trailer on “Stanley and
Livingstone” in New York.
Walt Disney has
delphia, where he
three weeks with
concert recordings

returned from Philahas been working for
Leopold Stokowski on
for a cartoon feature,

“The Sorcerer’s Apprentice.”
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La Marre Dismays Million for Remodeling and
With Price Cut Building in So. California
San Francisco — Throwing
into the midst of depression

a bombshell
havoc, Rene

“Volcano” La Marre, manager of the President Theatre here, has upset the admission price stabilization of the downtown
subsequent run houses by lowering his admission to 15 cents instead of the 20 cents
hitherto charged throughout town.
Local exhibitors are claiming the lowest business intake in the many years
show business has been on firm ground
here.
This price lowering means
outlying houses but to the

but little to
Strand, the

Egyptian, the Davies, the Regal, the Embassy, the Circle, the Powell, and the
Casino, this is a great blow for it reduces
the income to a fourth of what it has been.
La Marre forecast earlier that he would
startle the San Francisco exhibitors in the
near future and he fulfilled the promise
in the eyes of local theatremen.
Rumor has it that the local first-runs
may reduce their prices to 40 cents for
the summer rates. This may or may not
be a result of the upheaval by La Marre.
Tire President
and

is one

is still featuring
aways every evening.

of the Borg
Screeno

Arthur Blames

chain

and

give-

Beach,

Cal. — The

three-week

hold-

The State has first-run rights on a
seven-day clearance from Los Angeles, a
factor which has previously run Arthur
into difficulties from which he has been
extricated through aid from Fox West
Coast, which waived rights to a number
of films so he could keep the State in
operation. Zoning ordinances and the
State’s classification as a Class A firstrun house prevent him from taking product away from any of his other six subsequent-run theatres here.
“The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle”
will not be available for the State until
time

Arthur

program
Southern

than

keeping

pace

West Coast, which has just announced a construction and remodeling
to cost more than $400,000 in
California, the building and remodeling either planned, underway or just

completed on the part of independent exhibitors in this territory represents an estimated outlay of almost $600,000, a checkup
reveals. This includes construction of 17
new houses not affiliated with the FWC
circuit, and increases the theatre seating
capacity by more than 10,000.
Fox will build two new houses in Southern California — one in Las Angeles, in
partnership with Dave Bershon, to cost
$125,000, the other in Oildale, near Bakersfield, costing $75,000. Three circuit houses
in Glendale will be remodeled. The Alexander will receive a $19,000 facelift, including new marquee, boxoffice, carpets
and sound equipment; the Glendale will be

ITO Rank and File
Yea Draft Nod
Angeles — Unanimous

ratification

of

will re-

British Air Service Tieup

practice draft with “minor changes and
exceptions” was given by the general membership of the Independent Theatre Owners of So. Calif, and Ariz. in a luncheon
meeting conducted by President A1 Galston.
Upon termination of the session, Galston
and

Robert Poole, executive secretary,
sued the following statement:

is-

“The general membership ratified the
action of the board of directors in approving the trade practice draft subject to a
few minor changes and conditions to be
worked
Poole

out by the directorate.”
also urged the membership to cooperate in the Will Rogers Memorial drive
which was to get under way April 21 in
theatres throughout the country.

Ed Alperson Is Handling
A National Stimulant
Los Angeles — A new form of boxoffice
stimulant, for which he already claims to
have 600 bookings throughout the country,
is being handled by Edward L. Alperson,
formerly a Grand National executive. Business builder will comprise four series of

Royal
in uni-

one-reel shorts, 13 subjects in each series,
in which patrons will be awarded cash
prizes for submitting what is judged the
best title for an original song plugged in
each reel.

form were admitted free for one evening’s
showing of “The Story of Vernon and
Irene Castle” at the RKO Hillstreet and
Pantages theatres. Tiein was made because Vernon Castle flew with the British
air service and lost his life so doing during
the World War.

Alperson will work on a national scale,
with Phil Krasne and Claude Ezell, former
national distributor of Bank Night, as associates. First series of 13 shorts will feature the Sue Hastings Marionettes and
will be filmed in Technicolor. Alperson
has opened offices in Hollywood.

For "Castles" Showing
Los Angeles — Members of the
British Flying
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Corps

who

appeared

remodeled at a cost of $20,000; and Bard’s
will be given a new marquee, paint and
decoration at a cost of $10,000. The Valley
in North Hollywood will be rebuilt, its
seating capacity increased from 300 to 600,
costing $25,000; the California in Venice
draws a new marquee, carpets, projection
equipment and ventilating system, at a
$12,000 expense.
Five thousand dollars will be spent on
the Egyptian, Long Beach; $3,500 on the
Strand, Pasadena; and $20,000 has just
been expended on the California, Huntington Park, the Golden Gate and the Uptown locally.
Independent construction and remodeling includes:
A 700-seat house, just launched by Alex
Mounce
and George Bromley, in Hollywood.
Remodeling of a store building in Leimert Park into a 750-seat house by Joe
Sloat for an early opening.
Virtual completion of a de luxe house at
Five Points, and construction of a theatre
in El Monte, by the Jimmie Edwards circuit, with a total seating capacity of 1,500.

the board of directors’ action in accepting
the revised exhibitor-distributor trade

over in Los Angeles of the “The Story of
Vernon and Irene Castle” at the RKO Hillstreet and Pantages theatres is held responsible by Milt Arthur for his present
product shortage at the State Theatre
here, which has necessitated his closing
the house for a week.

April 25, at which
open the house.

Angeles — More
Fox

Los

Holdover

For Product Shortage
Long

Los
with

To open within 60 days, a 900-seat house
in Inglewood, being constructed by R. B.
Gruneuer’s Southside Theatre Co.
A 300-car drive-in in San Bernardino,
to open in May, owned by M. A. Rogers and
Tom Burgess.
An

800-seat

house,

ing May 12 with
ators.

the Congress,

Steinberg

open-

Bros, as oper-

Center Theatre, local 800-seat house,
nearly completed by A1 Galston and Jay
Sutton.
Cinema Theatre, nearly completed by
Louis Berkhoff.
in Hollywood.

A 700-seater,

it is located

Tom

Smith’s new 400 -seat house in Hollywood, just getting underway.
A new house in Oildale, construction on
which has just started. Dick Lemucchi
is the owner.
Remodeling of a store building on South
Broadway, Los Angeles, by Max Shapiro.
A 900-seater, to be started immediately
by James C. Quinn in the eastern part of
the city, for a July opening.
Plans being drawn for a new theatre in
Santa Barbara, to be constructed by A. W.
Kaplan.
Remodeling of Axel Nielsen’s Solvag
Theatre in Solvag, Danish colony near
Santa Barbara.
Reopening recently of the Figueroa
Playhouse by Dave Rector after being dark
for nine years. Rector remodeled,
orated, and installed new sound
ment.

redecequip-

A 750-seat house in Torrence, being constructed by the Gore Bros, circuit, which
recently purchased George Page’s interest
in the theatre. It will open in May.
The Del Mar Theatre, just opened as a
520-seat house by Mac Sinift.

Pact to Wally Klein
Hollywood — Wally

Klein, who

is work-

ing on the script for “Disraeli” at Warner, has been handed a new contract.
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^AlILT LAKE
g J. CADMAN, sales manager for United
Artists here, upon his return from a

gILL COOVERT, just appointed manager
of the El Camino Theatre in San Bruno,
is nearly ready for the tingling of wedding
bells with Alyce Sheppard, niece of M.

swing

through the Idaho territory, previewed “Zenobia” for the trade here. The
Hal Roach comedy was enthusiastically received.

Naify and one of the Golden State circuit’s
office staff. They announced their engagement last week.

For the fifth year, Harry David, vicepresident and general manager of Intermountain Theatres, was host at a benefit
show at the Centre Theatre, proceeds from
which

Aaron Goldberg of the Goldberg circuit
here visited in Los Angeles . . . Mary Clark,
good girl Friday to R. Cooper, Golden State
Saji Francisco manager, will leave on a

go to the Sliriners’ Hospital.

Universal

recently

previewed

three weeks’ vacation to Honolulu in June
... Ed Rowden, East Bay booker for
Golden State, has been transferred to the
Oakland offices.

its new

Bing Crosby starrer, “East Side of Heaven,”
for the local trade . . . Manager Aperton
of Universal
ern Utah.

is back from

a trip into south-

The Skouras
Los

Manager J. R. Keitz of the Mercury exchange here is on a sales trip into Montan . . . W. W. McKendrick of Monogram
has left for Twin Falls and other nearby
Idaho situations . . . Phil Guss, manager of
Intermountain Theatre Supply, is another
who is on a sales trip into the territory.
The current booking drive finds the local
Paramount exchange in sixth place, a
move up from ninth in the last week.
The

United

Artists

convention

at Los

Angeles is set for May 8 . . . Ben Fish,
U A district manager, is expected here next
week from Portland . . . Charles Walker
of the 20 th-Fox

exchange

is back from

his

company’s convention in the east . . . RKO
will convene sometime in June, the local
office has been notified.
Andy Murdock, exhibitor of Heber City,
is back from a California vacation trip
. . . Frank Soule, auditor for Republic,
is making the rounds . . . Or in J. Hazen
of Service Theatre Supply is back from an
Idaho

trek . . . E. W. Wilson, sales manager for GN, is another who recently completed a sales tour in Idaho.

Branch Manager Mat Aparton, Booker
Bill Fitz-Henry and three salesmen, including Harry Sandstrom, Ed Loy and J. R.
French are headed for the Universal sales
convention in San Francisco next week.
Jack Johnson of the Roxy at Salmon,
Ida., is a local Row visitor . . . Howard
Mathews of Ontario, Ore., sold his Roxy
at Montpelier, Ida., this week.

Scroll —

Angeles — As

guest

of honor

at a

“welcome home” banquet given him by
distributors and exhibitors of the southern
California territory upon his return from
a trip abroad, Charles P. Skouras (center),
president of Fox West Coast, is presented a
testimonial scroll for “outstanding service”
to the industry, the scroll bearing some 300
signatures of exhibitors, distributors and
FWC employes. On the left is Dr. A. H.
Giannini, film financier, who was master
of ceremonies, while A1 Galston, president
of the Independent Theatre Owners of So.
Calif, and Ariz. is at the right.

Louis-Roper
Into 40 FWC

Fight Film
Houses

Los Angeles — With Sam
Blowitz of
Western States Bookings Service handling
distribution in this territory, International
Sports Films spotted its picturization of
the Joe Louis-Jack Roper world championship boxing match into 40 houses in the
Fox West Coast circuit for simultaneous
showings. At the same time Henry Sonnenshine and Irving Jacobs of International announced they had sold Canadian
rights to the clip to Oscar Hansen.
The two-minute and twenty-second bout,
staged at Wrigley Field here, is being given
national distribution by Sonnenshine and
Jacobs,

that

handling through various independent exchanges. The Four-Star exchange in San Francisco is distributing in
territory.

Maurice Saffle was the recipient of a
new photographic set from friends on the
Row, prior to his departure for Seattle.
Los Angeles — Olaf Wog has resigned as
Universal salesman in the Arizona territory
after three years of service. He will be

Wog

Kennedy Joins Columbia
Sales at Salt Lake
Salt Lake City — L.
some time has been
Erpi company of San
to Salt Lake City as
Columbia Pictures.
Branch

Manager

E. Kennedy, who for
associated with the
Francisco, has come
Idaho salesman for

Bill Seib, who

now

is

in charge of the Columbia exchange, formerly covered the Idaho territory, previous
to the transferring of Robert Hill to the
Denver territory as supervisor of Denver
and Salt Lake offices. Wayne Ball, former Denver exchange manager, went from
Denver to Los Angeles as branch manager.
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Quits "U"

replaced by Sam Milner, Republic salesman in Seattle. Wog and his wife have
pulled out for San Francisco for a brief
vacation.

Reopen

in Fillmore

Fillmore, Cal. — The Fillmore here has
reopened, completely remodeled after a fire
partially destroyed it January 10. Jimmie
Edwards, who owned the house at that
time, sold it to M. R. Wise, who is now
operating it. The Filbert Motion Picture
Supply Co. installed new RCA sound.

Seen along the Row — Charles Koerner,
new RKO division chief ... A. Smith of
the Empire, Placerville . . . Mike Luft of
the Varsity in Davis . . . Andrus Saso of
the Padre in San Jose . . . A1 Ackerman of
the Redwood in Redwood City . . . Harry
Oastler of Winnipeg . . . Ned Steel of
Colusa . . . Wylie and Burgess Conley of
Fresno.
Introduction

of

L. C.

Wingham,

new

M-G-M branch manager, to local exhibitors was done in neat fashion at a luncheon
in the Saint Francis Hotel. The dinner,
hosted by George A. Hickey,
sion manager, was attended
local exhibitors.

western diviby numerous

Virginia Lee is the new Warner switchboard girl . . . Neil Agnew, vice-president
in charge of distribution for Paramount,
was

in town for a sales meeting . . . Eleanor Pedronzini of Warners went fishing,

but no luck because

she “just couldn’t

to touch

worms.”

the wiggly

bear

Harry Farris, former Liberty owner here,
has gone to Fresno to take over the Rex
for Tony

Bau . . . Hugh M. Callum of Columbia in town taking shots of the Fair
. . . Capt. P. C. Passman, prexy of General
Register Corp., passed through on the way
to Mexico City.

Jules Levy, RKO general sales manager, in town with Harry Cohen, head of
the western division . . . The State Theatre in Oakland has installed Simplex sound
... A new theatre is reported planned
for 18th and Church Sts. here by C.
Church.

Rogers F unds lor Relief
In Southern California
Los Angeles— Independent operators and
Fox West Coast have agreed to turn over
50 per cent of the funds raised in the
Will Rogers Memorial campaign, now
under way, to the Salvation Army for
relief work in southern California. Charles
P. Skouras, FWC president, has been authorized by Maj. L. E. Thompson, chairman of the drive, to turn over that proportion of the receipts to the charity
organization.
C. T. Lynch,

Metro

exchange

manager,

is in charge of the campaign in this territory. Drive continues until April 28.
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ILO§ ANGELES
gOOKING
visitors: Stanley Steck, Adams
Theatre: Dave Rector, Ebell, Long
Beach; Wade Loudermilk, Glendale, Buckeye, Ariz.; Harry Nace, Nace circuit, Phoenix, Ariz.; A1 Hansen, Vogue, South Gate;
the Lynwood, Lynwood; and the Wilshire
in Santa Monica; Bill Martin, Hemet,
Hemet;

Leo Fenton,

Metro;

Harry

Hollan-

Plan a " Union Pacific "
Celebration April 25

Vacationing here is Harry Percey, Portland, Ore., exhibitor . . . R. E . Williams
has replaced F. E. Hanreddy as manager of
the Ross Federal Statistical Bureau, which
specializes in checking theatres on percentage pictures . . . Jack Langan, Universal branch manager in Denver, stopped
in to visit friends before heading to San

der; Bard’s circuit; Vic Walker, Walker’s,
State and Princess, Santa Ana; C. A.
Simons, Needles, Needles; Ernie Silcox,

Francisco for his company’s
convention.

Studio, Studio City; Phil Greenbaum, Castle and Cairo; Glen Bast, Del Mar, Carpinteria; Bill Sobelman, Victory; A1 Sandow, Bill Robinson; Manny Feldstein, Oxnard; Sid Feder, Stanley, Long Beach;

A. G. Doyle, 20th Century-Fox
manager in Japan, is expected in
Tokyo April 30 en route to New
for homeoffice conferences. He will

Earl Johnson, Bard’s, Adams; Ned Calvi,
Plaza, Hawthorne; Matt Freed, Tujunga,
Tujunga; Frank Valuskis, Valuskis, Buena
Park;

A1 Minor, Burbank, where he operates three theatres; Lester Steiner, Rio;

H. K. Wise, Fillmore, Fillmore; A. L. Sanborn, Rialto, El Monte; Frank Ullman, El
Centro; Bob Leonard, Pala, Escondido;
Roscoe Thomas, Palace, Las Vegas; L. A.
Williams, Meralta, Downey; Russell Clampitt, bemoaning the fact that summer is
coming because the thermometer hits well
over 100 in Trona, where he operates the
Trona; Jack Grew, Temple, Glendale; Ben
Mohi, Princess and Century; Herb Shute,
Barton, San Pedro; Bernard Leavitt, Santa
Monica.
Phil Berg, United Artists booker, is vacationing at Highland Springs ... A hip injury incurred in a recent automobile accident has forced Elton Bickford to take a
few days off from his duties as a Metro
poster clerk . . . George Hickey, Metro’s
western district manager, off to San Francisco on business . . . Dorothy Backstrand,
Universal cashier, has headed for New
York on her vacation,

thus far prevented
ting it.

Second postponement has been called
in the party to be tendered Guy Gunderson
in observation of his 25 th year as a Filmrow figure. This time the affair moves
back to May 1 after being set for April 20
. . . Jack Gross was tendered a testimonial
dinner at the Hollywood Athletic Club upon
the occasion of his transfer to Universal
studio. He resigned as western district
manager

for RKO

Theatres

recently.

Com-

mittee in charge of the “farewell” party
included Rodney Pantages, Newton Jacobs
and Sherrill Cohen.
Thornton

Sargent,

Fox

West

Coast

dis-

trict manager, explained “First Run Operation” for the edification of students in
the class in motion picture exhibition and
distribution at the University of Southern
California . . . Illness of a member of his
family called Charles Buckley, head of the
FWC legal department, to Spring Valley,
N. Y. He’ll be away several weeks . . .
Robert Gates, a Custer, S. D., exhibitor,
was a guest on the Warner studio lot.
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doctors

from

The

sales
from
York
stop

Lilliam Heilman, Universal exchange
telephone girl, celebrated her birthday but
remained coy as to which one it was . . .
Lou and Ed Berkoff plan to open their
new Cinema Theatre May 10 . . . Charlie
Feldman, exchange manager, headed a
delegation of Universal salesmen training
for San Francisco and the company’s regional sales meeting there. Salesmen Lon
Hoss and Buck Wade, and Eddie Cooke, office manager, accompanied Feldman.

TRADE

—

Plans

for observing

producer and Wm. M. Jeffers, president of the railroad, also will be present.

Earl Strebe Takes Lease
On Balboa Beach Ritz
Balboa Beach, Cal. — Earl Strebe has
purchased the lease on the Ritz Theatre
from the Balboa Amusement Co., taking
over immediately. H. J. Seiler, who had
been operating the Ritz, has already started construction on a new 800-seat house
to be known as the Lido.

set-

Booking visitors: Bob Dunnegan, Liberty
and Rio theatres, Blythe, Ariz.; Harry

City

City April 25 in conjunction with an exhibit of new and old railroad equipment.

San-Val Drive-In, who is in the Hollywood
Hospital with a broken leg. Complications
have

Lake

Players in Cecil B. DeMille’s picture,
“Union Pacific,” will arrive in Salt Lake

sales

off at the studio and visit the local exchange. . . Ben Bronstein, local exhibitor,
has checked out of the French Hospital
and has gone to Murietta Hot Springs to
recuperate from a long illness . . . Another
one on the sick list is Seth Perkins, of the

Charlie Feldman, Universal’s branch
manager, has returned to work from the
Santa Barbara Clinic . . . Sam Decker,
former owner of the Majestic exchange,
had lunch with Hi Peskay, who now owns
the company . . . Fred Dabbert, associate
of the California Drive-In Corp., is managing the San-Val Drive-In temporarily.

regional

Salt

April 25 as “Union Pacific Golden Spike
Day,” in recognition of the historical significance of the nation’s first transcontinental railroad, have been made here by
the chamber of commerce.

Hilton on WB
Hollywood — Warner

Script

has assigned

James

Hilton to script “Devotion,” based on the
lives of the three Bronte sisters, as part
of the 1939-40

program.

Gets "Conspiracy”

Hollywood — “Conspiracy,” a Cliff Reid
production, is being scripted by Jerome
Chodorov for RKO.
Goldfarb, Vista, San Diego; Harry Vinicof
of the Vinicof circuit; Bob Whitson, partner in the Whitson-Lewis chain.

DIRECTORY

- A HANDY

GUIDE

FOR

THE

EXHIBITOR

==

LOS ANGELES
EQUIPMENT

AND

SUPPLIES

AIR CONDITIONING
Carabin

Breck Photoplay Supply Company
A Complete Line of Theatre Supplies and
Equipment
1969 So. Vermont
B. F. SHEARER

RE. 3151

Motiograph Projectors
1968 So. Vermont
RO. 1145

EXPLOITATION
Now

PICTURES

Booking

SMYTHE & SONS
Decorators

1914 So. Vermont

DICKENS'SHOP"
’THE CHARLES
OLD CURIOSITY
starring
“THE FORBIDDEN TERRITORY"
Gregory Ratolf
Binnie Barnes
starring
“THE SECRET OF STAMBOUL"
Valerie Hobson

DECORATORS

Specialists in Theatre Decoration
NAT

“Air Conditioning Engineers"
1914 So. Vermont
Los Angeles
— Over 30 Theatres in 1937 —

COMPANY

“Theatre Equipment Specialists”
Heywood-Wakefield Seats
Wagner Silhouette Letters

THEATRE

Engineering Company

RE. 3578

starring
“THE Edgar
CRIMSON
CIRCLE"
Wallace's
Noah Berry
Wm. G. Smith's lewel Productions
1912 So. Vermont
RO. 2205

S HE A T T 1L IE
J^FTER being in retirement for the past
few years, since her marriage to J. von
Herberg of the Jensen-von Herberg theatres, the former noted psychic Gene Dennis came through with a prediction for
Seattle that cracked the front pages of all
the local dailies. This town has been suffering during the past year with a firebug who seems to have a mania for apartment houses and has set fire to three and
four a night at times and has caused
trouble many successive nights. Tire police
have failed to even get a look at the culprit.
Gene Dennis came out with an announcement telling the officers the type of man
to look for, even to his dialect and crippled left hand. She told of him being captured in the very near future. A few years
ago while touring vaudeville houses in
England, Gene caused a sensation in Europe by naming an unexpected winner in
the famous English derby. She also has
worked with the police departments in
various cities, causing the arrests of many
criminals.

Word from Texas tells of June Brunk
attending 250 schools in nine states and
she has done this in six years. June is
the daughter of Glen Brunk, the veteran
tent-rep show owner. Brings hack thoughts
of the days when the tent rep business
in the west was in control of the Galvin
Players, Brunk Players, Taylor Players,
Harvey Sadler and many others. No double
bills in those days, just a good old-fashioned drama every night . . . One of the
busiest men in town at the present time is
Lawrence Wicklund, secretary and business
agent for the Theatre Employes union. Negotiations have been completed and contracts signed with the Ranier Baseball Club
for the coming season.
Negotiations are in progress for a new
contract with the Metropolitan Theatre,
which is about to harbor a number of
traveling road attractions. Lawrence also
announces that eight cashiers have been
sent down to the San Francisco Fair to be
used as “shock troops" during the heavy
rush hours. The girls are especially trained
for busy boxoffices. Tire eight selected
were Frances Hart, Pearl Elliott, Lorraine
Cunningham, Margaret Lyons, Ruth Helm,
Pauline Sullivan, Helena Cline, and Zilda
Proctor, all of whom are familiar faces
around Seattle theatre boxoffices.

Shades of good old-fashioned exploiteering cropped up in town this week with the
opening of the “Castles” film. The Bon
Marche, the town’s leading department
store, devoted seven different windows to
the picture, all being artistically dressed.
Each window carried the motif of a song
from the picture with figures attired in
the latest spring fashions stepping large
song covers . . . The ranks of the local
Stage Employes’ Union were thinned again
this week with the passing of the wellknown stage electrician, Floyd Dartt, who
passed away suddenly of a heart attack.
Floyd had been a member of the local for
the past 30 years.
Ask Glen Haviland what the idea was of
a doorman in a certain theatre calling to
the usher to give “the bald headed guy a
loge.” Yep, Glen was the guy . . . Bill
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Kiesling Studies Film
Tastes in Portland

Forman, top boss of Danz Sterling theatres, announces that the Uptown Theatre
will operate on a new policy of foreign
productions. This will make the third
house in town with that policy. The Montlake has been that way for the past few
years, the John Hamrick Music Box started
the policy with “Pygmalion” some five
weeks ago, and now the Uptown . . . Barrett Kiesling, assistant director of publicity for Metro, is in the Northwest on
one of his tours of the major cities of the
United States. While in Seattle he addres ed a luncheon at the Olympia Hotel
and was also entertained by Fred Mercy sr.
in Yakima who gave a dinner at which
were gathered all the Mercy managers
and newspaper representatives of eastern
Washington.

When Butch Wingham left for San
Francisco to manage the Metro branch
there, he took with him a handsome wardrobe trunk and a weekend bag gifted him
by his show-business friends in Seattle
. . . Sam Milner, for the past couple of
years salesman with Republic Pictures
working out of the Seattle office, has resigned to accept a similar position with
Universal in Los Angeles . . . Eddie Rivers
of the Evergreen Theatres publicity staff,
pulled in his belt, threw back his shoulders
and sallied forth to make a talk on films
to a gathering of 100 per cent women . . .
Jim Hone and his wife were guests of honor
at the Sylvester Quigley wedding. Quigley
is the biggie in the State Capitol.
Coincident with the opening of the new
Liberty Theatre in Walla Walla changes
are announced in the management of the
Mercy’s three houses in that town. Jack
Wright remains as city manager, Dale
Schiffman becomes manager of the Roxy
and Milton Wight is transferred from
Yakima to handle the Liberty . . . Lorraine
Armstrong called to Spokane by the sudden death of her mother, Mrs. Mary
Brown, who succumbed to a heart attack
. . . Jerry Jonas, supervisor of
ing department of M-G-M, is
New York for a few days . .
exchange managers attended

the checkhere from
. All local
a meeting

of the Will Rogers memorial drive committee held in the Northwest Film Club
with Chairman L. J. McGinley outlining
plans for the drive.

Al Goldstein, Danny Matin and Cecil
Fames of the Monogram offices in the
Northwest will fly back to the sales convention scheduled for Chicago early in
May . . . Ben and Mrs. Shearer are visiting
the San Francisco fair on their way home
from their stay in southern California . . .
Other visitors to the fair this weekend
will be L. J. McGinley accompanied by
his wife and daughters, Evelyn and Patricia
. . . Maurice Safier, western division head
for Grand National, spending some time
here with Al Bloom, local head . . . Gladys
Shaw over from American Lake booking
pictures for the Veterans Hospital there
. . . Guy Navarre now owns many items
through an auction sale . . . Leo Adler,
auditor for United Artists, is in town for
a couple of weeks . . . Howard McBride of
the Granada Theatre, Spokane, flying in
(Continued

on next page)

Portland — Barrett C. Kiesling, M-G-M
assistant publicity director, was here this
week gathering information on the trend
of public likes and dislikes in the way of
films and film personalities. Exhibitors’
problems and public reaction to trailers,
film series, and other features were discussed at a luncheon for exhibitors Tuesday at the Benson Hotel.
Kiesling’s book, “Talking Pictures,” is
used as a text-book in courses on motion
picture appreciation in Portland high
schools.
Portland was the 20th stop on Kiesling’s
1939 tour, which covers 40,000 miles and
includes 90 cities. He came here by way
of Boise, Spokane, Wenatchee, and Seattle. Bill Parker, of the Seattle office, accompanied Kiesling here. Kiesling left
Tuesday night for his Manhattan Beach,
Cal., home.

Leave May 1 tor Chicago
Monogram Convention
Los Angeles — Local delegates to the
Monogram national sales convention in
Chicago May 4-6 will train out for the
Windy City May 1, according to present
Party will include Ray Olmstead and
plans.
Howard Stubbins, western district franchise holders; Mel Hulling, district manager; and E. J. McCarthy, salesman in the
local exchange. Representatives from Seattle and San Francisco also will attend.

Clark , Rabwin,

Burhans

Win for Exploitations
Los Angeles — Winners
of Fox

West

Coast’s

in the final week

exploitation

contest,

conducted as a part of the circuit’s quarterly business drive, were Lew Clark, manager of the Dome Theatre, Ocean Park,
who placed first and grabbed himself $50;
Morse

Rabwin, Granada, Wilmington, second place and $30, and Frank Burhans,
Paramount, Oakland, third spot and $20.

Frisco Shuttle
San Francisco — Frank

Newman

has been

appointed manager of the Saint Francis
Theatre here, replacing J. Ericksen, who
takes Samuel Pechner’s place as manager of the Warfield. Both are Fox West
Coast houses.

Book

New

Nudist Film

San Francisco — “Nudists of All Nations”
has been booked to follow the “Nudism in
the Raw” showing at Harvey’s Theatre on
Treasure Island.

Rector to Open
Los
open
from

Angeles — Dave

Theatre

Rector

expects

to

his new 700-seat theatre, remodeled
the Figueroa Playhouse, next week.

Hollywood
— Ann aRutherford,
Remains
"Hardy”
ber of the “Hardy Family,”
a new contract at Metro.
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(Continued

from

preceding

from that town, doing some
and then flying right hack.

motoring about looking for, but not finding, a riding academy. That is, lots of
academies, but no gee-gees . . . J. T. Sheffield is back from his trip to Denver and
Salt Lake.

Angeles — To line up product purchases for the circuit the 1939-40 season,

Larry Kent, head of Fox West Coast’s
booking department, has left for New
York.

Directs "Prison

FIXER

DUGAN

circus

(RKO)— This

show,

plus

signed

ginia Weidler. Lee
glove.

and Bradley
ders directed.

fails to shape

and

land Fitzsimmons have been added
writing department at Paramount.

confronted
which
and

is meticulous

Cort-

'em

Lan-

digestible

form.

Pro-

as to detail

but

dreary

will prove

bor-

which

drags

until
ride
Bar-

THE

of gun

drags

totin' and

OF

Plenty

and

CISCO

chapter

KID. THE

in the saga

(20th-Fox)

of O. Henry's

lovable caballero. The story's emphasis is
mostly on the characters with Director Herbert I. Leeds content to have the action
lope

actor,

held

for

another

along

support
Henry

— Metro
COLE
PORTER,
song- writer, signs to do the
music for “The Broadway
Melody of 1940,” featuring Fred Astaire and Eleanor Powell.
LARAINE
DAY
given new
long-term, acting
contract.

PETE
SMITH
wins new
short subjects producer.

Rita La

Lew

cowboy for the youngsters. Joan
clay co-stars. Sam Newfield directed.

RETURN

— Columbia

DR.
ARTHUR
GUTTMAN,
handed new ticket.

support.

OUTLAWS
PARADISE (Victory)— Tim McCoy
fans undoubtedly will get their usual thrill

to the

OPTIONS
STERLING,

in the title role,

Shannon,

dull in story. Probably

— Another

ROBERT
term.

Page

it into

the last reel.

Writers
Baker

Tracy,

Peggy

composer-arranger,

three-year

contract

DENNIS
O’KEEFE
held for another
ANN
RUTHERFORD,
of the “Hardy
wins new term pact.

as

year.
Family,”

— Paramount

in a leisurely

by

Lynn

Hull.

Bari,

Kenneth

manner.

Cesar

Splendid

Romero

Macgowan

and

produced.

STREET OF MISSING MEN (Rep)— Gangster
picture with sufficient action for adequate
entertainment. The story
and some added human
Tommy
Charles

says he’ll take “air-conditioned”
to California anytime.

Ted Gamble opened “Wuthering Heights”
in regular Hollwood preview style with a
buildup a la Sammy Siegel . . . Speaking
of Gamble reminds us that the municipal
board of review, of which Ted is a member,
recently passed a motion allowing theatre
patrons who object to pictures which have
been passed by the board or who have any
complaint against the operations of it to
be invited to make their complaints direct
to the board hereafter.

Ryan.
Bickford

Schaeffer
rected.

chief speaker . . . Charlie Powers basking in the sun on N. W. 19th Avenue . . .
Jack O'Bryan listening to Jack Kloepper’s
radio . . . Bill Ripley of Longview, Wash.,
on the Row . . . Dude Smith in from Tillamo k . . . White Salmon, Wash., being
represented by Harry Percy . . . Betty
Mount,
is busy.

is headed by
Carey. Armand

Sidney

Salkow

di-

— RKO

and
CORTLAND
pacts.

FITZ-

Century-Fox

NANCY
newal.

KELLY,

WILLIAM
Markey’s

actress,

DRAKE

production

joins

given

writing

contract
staff,

in

re-

unit.

—Warner

associate

contract
a series

producer,

so

YARD

neatly

production

George Gould of Dallas and Ray Henderson of Albany doing the same thing . . .
Paul Forsythe of the Downtown Theatre
looking all over for pictures of the OregonOhio State championship basketball game
. . . Art Kolstad of Hood River, writing to
Jack Kloepper.

Los

burns

its title,
out

certain

aplomb

without

pense and enacted
satisfying

with

performances.

Betty Lynne,
directed.

Leslie

lessening
a

set

James

Perrins.

as

a

It has
with a
the

to
of
re-

FWC
North

Coast

Valley Theatre
Hollywood,

REVIEWS

Stephenson,
Lee

on the above

in an early issue

of BOXOFFICE.

Morros

TERRY
MORSE
will
starring Harry Davenport.

direct

BOXOFFICE

22, 1939

::

April

“Not

Wanted,”

Conway

to Direct
“Tropics"
Conway
will

“Lady of the Tropics,” the Hedy
Robert Taylor feature at M-G-M,
ducer Sam Zimbalist.

Cal.

N. C.

Closed
—

Fox

West

Incorporation
Cal. — Articles

corporation for Boris
tions, Inc,, have been

direct

Lamarr for Pro-

of

in-

Morros Producfiled here, list-

ing Morros as president, Samuel Rheiner as vice-president and treasurer and
Herbert T. Silverberg as secretary.
will produce

French pictures and
for distribution here
Hollywood — Jack

purchased

from

Papers Are Filed

Organization

Bros.

JANE
WYMAN
draws
new
acting contract;
GLEN
LANGAN,
stage actor, signs term, contract.
WALLY
KLEIN,
writer, given new
contract.
He is working on “Disraeli.”
TOM
REED
signs term
writing contract;
NATHAN
LEVINSON,
head of sound department,
given long-term renewal.

has

has closed the Valley Theatre temporarily for remodeling and redecoration.

Sacramento,

pictures will appear

Playhouse

Angeles — A1 Sobler

sus-

of entirely

Norman

Buys McKinney's

McKinney’s Playhouse Theatre
Sun. Sobler takes over May 1.

(Mono)—

with

man-hunt of no slim proportions.
been scenarized with care, directed

COMPLETE

FUZZY
KNIGHT
signs seven-picture
appear with Johnny Mack
Brown
in
westerns for the 1939-40 slate.
GOLDSMITH,
newed for a year.

English

SCOTLAND
ever

Gene

— Universal

KEN

BY

Dovetailing
this

Radio

JACK
LAIT
jr., joins Producer Bert Gilroy’s
writing staff.
MORRIE
RYSKIND
joins writing staff, to work
with Producer-Director Gregory La Cava.
EDGAR
KENNEDY
signs to appear
in six
short comedies on the 1939-40 program.
Bert Gilroy will produce.

—20th

WANTED

Gamble’s efficient secretary, informing a telephone caller that her boss

Kap Kuhn on the Row from Lebanon
. . . Bob White putting in a customary
appearance . . . W. A. Long of Oregon City,

has a new twist
interest in little

The cast
and Harry

produced;

A1 Anderson took his wife and four-yearold daughter to one of his own previews
. . . A1 Finkelstein hurrying to a luncheon
club because the governor was to be the

JANE
WEBB,
radio artist, signs long-term
acting contract. First assignment is a lead in
“Dr. Cyclops.”
MELVILLE
BAKER
SIMMONS sign writing

Oregon

ducer-Director Miguel Torres obviously is
with a too ambitious canvas,

in this one

Hollywood — Melville

the

Lam-

bert Hillyer to direct “Prison Born,” Crescent production for Monogram release.
Picture rolls next week.

Join Paramount

of

a minor injection of drama occasioned by the presence of little Vir-

fits like a
Roy

drama

has all the noise, ballyhoo and general color that goes with a traveling tent

ing to general audiences. Cast acting second-rate. Paul Muni, Bette Davis, Brian
Aherne, Claude Rains and John Garfield.

Born"
has

FLASHES

ground and is now manager of HamrickEvergreen’s Portland Orpheum Theatre.
Ron Harrington, former manager of the
Orpheum, is now manager of the Liberty,
replacing Ray Grombacher, resigned. Frank

JUAREZ AND
MAXIMILIAN
(WB)— Bites off
a sizeable chunk of Mexican history, but

Larry Kent to East

Hollywood — E. B. Derr

pRANK
NEWMAN
jr., after spending 18
months in Hollywood with Republic
studios, has returned to his old stamping

fast hooking

Bill Brewster, one of the oldtimers in
the picture business in this territory, was
on the Row renewing acquaintances . . .
Charlie Hardin has pulled out for his
ranch on the Olympic Peninsula after
spending the winter in town . . . W. D.
Gross has left his theatres in Alaska long
enough to be here for a spell . . . Marian
Walton, Dorothy Mercy and Hazel Segel

Los

REVIEW

page)

remakes

of

will import others
and abroad. First

to be made is “The Aviators,"
Laurel and Hardy have been
from Hal Roach.

for which
borrowed
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The Greats

" San Francisco " Revived
For Special Showing
San

A Price Boost for
3 FWC

Units

Angeles — A

five-cent

Francisco — Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer

presented a special showing of “San Francisco” in the Hall of the Western States
on Treasure Island.
Numerous film stars attended the Hollywood type premiere. Attendance was invitational and included many local celebrities.

More

on Berlin

Hollywood — Added

to

20th

Los

Fox’s 1939-40 lineup is “Say It With Music,”
in which 25 of Irving Berlin’s song successes not used in “Alexander’s Ragtime
Band” will be incorporated. No cast or
technical staff has been set.

at Geary

San Francisco — “Of Mice and Men,”
Broadway stage success, will show at the
Geary here starting April 24. Wallace
Ford, Isabel Jewell, and Lon Chaney jr„
have featured roles.

Hollywood — Jane Wyman, starlet, has
drawn a new acting contract at Warner
Bros.

in

nus Wagner,

Cobb,

Tris Speaker

Babe

Ruth,

and

Ho-

other base-

has been ordered
P. Skouras, the

tying up with the forthcoming centennial
celebration of the game. These stars will

shortly

after

by President Charles
action coming only

several

FWC

houses

had

dropped their prices to 15 cents general admission. Affected by the jump
the

La

Reina,

in

San

Fernando

Valley; the El Portal in North
wood and the Van Nuys in Van
All

move

present

up

35-cent

to 40

cents

from

HollyNuys.
their

scale.

days,
rating. undergoing

be on hand for ceremonies at Cooperstown, New York, June 12, with Foy planning to have a camera crew there to shoot
scenes for the film.

Flynn to Play Role of
South American Hero

and

Flynn

will

portray

the title role in Warner’s “Simon Bolivar,”
story of South America’s liberator. It is
being adapted by Ulrich Steindorff from

Mission

remodeling

an

unpublished

Cleopatra

novel

titled “Caesar

and

in America.”

Another

redecoSan

to Harvey

Francisco — Verges

his Lyceum
ment Co.

to Reopen

in Warner’s untitled
Foy is to produce,

Hollywood — Errol

Solvang, Cal. — The Mission Theatre,
owned by Axel Nielsen, is closed for a few

Davis
Pact to Jane Wyman

Hollywood — Ty
jump

ball greats will appear
picture which Bryan

Remodel
"Mice"

In Story of the Game

the admission prices of three suburban
houses in the Fox West Coast chain

are

Century-

of Baseball

in Fresno

Conley

to Harvey

has

sold

Amuse-

at Beaumont

Beaumont, Cal. — C. O. Davis will reopen
the Beaumont Theatre, 400-seat house,
about April 27. It has been dark for several years.

Hollywood—
Universal
has assigned
Hartmann
on “Racket"

Ed-

mund Hartmann to script “Billion Dollar

Racket.”

34-H
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Exhibitor

Recommend Anti-Dual
Legislation

Oppose

Chicago — An 11 to 4 recommendation that a bill outlawing double features be enacted was made Wednesday by the judiciary committee to the
Illinois house of representatives.

Madison,

health

and vision. The bill was introduced by Representatives Arnold Lund,
Riverside exhibitor, and
Elmer

Schnackenberg

New

Wis. — Labor,

circuit and

of Chicago.

inde-

Madison — A bill has been introduced

in the Wisconsin senate by the state
and local government committee to tax
motion picture film $2.50 per 1,000 feet.

Woes of Bank Night
Up in Wisconsin
Milwaukee

—

Bank

Night,

already

on

the hot-seat by virtue of the Paulson bill
to outlaw theatre games, was given a
fresh black eye when an assistant theatre manager at Janesville and a young
Milwaukee couple were charged with defrauding the Jeffris Theatre of $500 in a
drawing.
The couple, Theodore J. Lesky and Miss
Agnes Gerek, were remanded to the
county jail to await sentence, while Howard Johnson, assistant manager of the
Jeffris, was released on $1,000 bond, pending trial in the action.
Police said the alleged fraud was perpetrated when Miss Gerek, acting as a
judge during the drawing, palmed Lesky’s
winning ticket and then “drew” his number from the drum on the stage where
Johnson was presiding as master of ceremonies.
George Gilman, theatre public address
system operator, grew suspicious when he
observed Miss Gerek’s nervous actions
from the front row of the theatre and reported them to officials.

" Union Pacific" Party to
Be Chicago Guests
Chicago — Part

of

the

campaign

on

“Union Pacific,” which opens May 5 at
the Chicago Theatre, will be the luncheon
for Cecil B. DeMille, April 29, at the
Blackstone Hotel. DeMille and his party
will come to Chicago from the world premiere of the film in Omaha the night before. Guests at the luncheon will be
women’s club and civic leaders in Chicago.
William Hollander, B&K publicity head,
will be in charge of a group of Chicago
newspaper writers who will attend the
Omaha premiere. All will return the next
day on the special Union Pacific train
replica of 75 years ago, which will be on
exhibit here for a day before continuing its
tour throughout the country as ballyhoo
for the film.

Exhibitors Invited
Chicago

—

Exhibitors

throughout

the

territory have been receiving RKO’s invitation to visit its headquarters in Radio
City, when they visit the World’s Fair in
New York. H. M. Richey, director of exhibitor relations, will be in charge of the
headquarters.
BOXOFFICE
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Opponents of the bill opposed it on the
grounds that it would, if enacted, reduce
the profits of exhibitors and lower the income of theatre employes.
Sen. A. J. Connors, author of the bill
and its only proponent at the hearing, described it as a revenue measure and estimated that it would produce about $100,000 a year if enacted.
Opponents countered that the measure
would raise no more than $20,000 annually
and in view of a provision appropriating
$10,000 for its administration, the state
would realize only half that amount, if
enacted.
Provisions

of

Measure

The bill provides for an occupational
tax ranging from $5 on each theatre in a
chain of two to five theatres, $10 on each
in a chain of from six to ten, and increasing to $100 on each house in a circuit of
800 or more.
In addition, it sets a seat tax ranging
from one cent to 15 cents per seat for the
same chain classifications. The tax would
apply only to theatres in Wisconsin, but
houses outside of the state that belong to
the same chain are counted in levying
the tax.
Among those appearing against the
measure were F. J. McWilliams, Portage,
chairman of the board of the ITPA of
Wisconsin; Stephen Thomas, Racine,
representing the Wisconsin Association of
Stage Employes and Projectionists, and
Charles F. Puls jr., Milwaukee, representing the Standard Theatres Co.
A similar bill, No. 414-A, is pending before the assembly judiciary committee.
The assembly state affairs committee,
following a hearing on the Nicol bill,
which would prohibit motion picture distributors or producers from operating

Cartoon-Program Novelty
Interests Great States
Chicago — J. J. Rubens

Theatres

of Great

Interests

Tax on Chains

pendent theatre representatives appeared
before the senate committee on corporations and taxation here in opposition to
the Connors Bill, No. 208-S, which would
assess an occupational and seat tax on
chain theatres.

In discussion before the house, members assailed duals as a menace to

a

and Labor

States

is considering using a new cartoon-program throwaway originated by
Paul McCarthy of Crawfordsville, Ind. The
plan consists of a 13-week cartoon serial
on the back of which are printed weekly
theatre programs. The 13th installment
is left blank in several spots, which children are asked to fill in. The best answers
are awarded prizes by the theatres.
Rubens said that Great States is planning to try the idea in several key situations of the circuit downstate.

theatres in Wisconsin, recommended the
measure be defeated.
Appearing for the bill. Assemblyman
Alex L. Nicol, Sparta, said its passage
would check large group interests which
had “gobbled up” the independent theatre business.
Opposing the measure were Attorney
Puls and Mr. Thomas. The former declared that if the bill were passed, the
quality of pictures would decline, the industry would die out and some 84 circuit
houses in Wisconsin would be closed.
Thomas said theatres prohibited by the
bill would be purchased and operated on
meager capital and wage levels would fall,
and that chains paid 25 per cent higher
wages than independent exhibitors.
Also up for hearing last week was the
Schmitz bill requiring labor unions to
register and file financial reports with the
secretary of state. Joseph Schmitz, Germantown, author of the bill, was the only
person to speak in favor of its passage.
Among the representatives of organized
labor appearing before the assembly committee on labor to oppose the measure was
Jack Worner, business agent of the theatrical stage employes local No. 18, of
Milwaukee.
The daylight savings time issue was revived with a bill by the committee on judiciary introduced in the senate to repeal
the present statute, which prohibits municipalities in the state from using other
than central standard time. A previous
measure was indefinitely postponed in the
assembly.

Defer Action on Amendment
Extending
Madison,

Sign Rights
Wis. — Action

on

the

amend-

ment to the city’s sign ordinance to permit erection of signs above theatre canopies has been deferred by the common
council’s ordinance committee pending
drafting of the proposed amendment by
City Atty. Harold E. Hanson.
The change in the ordinance was suggested at the last meeting of the common
council following the arrest of Edward
Benjii, manager of the Capitol Theatre,
for failure to remove a sign above the
theatre canopy on orders of the city building commissioner.

Warner to Attend Banquet
Honoring Early Patriot
Chicago — Harry

M. Warner,

president

of

Warner Bros., plans to attend the Haym
Salomon banquet May 21 at the Stevens
Hotel. During the banquet the world premiere of “Sons of Liberty,” Warner Technicolor patriotic short telling of Salomon’s efforts to save the original 13
colonies during the American revolution,
will be held.
Proceeds of the $10-a-plate-dinner will
go toward erecting a permanent monument in Grant Park, honoring the memory of Salomon, Robert Morris and George
Washington.

c
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The Peoria Varsity
In a Gala Debut

Universal's Gross
Reported Ahead
Chicago — Gross business on sales for
Universal for the 1938-39 season up to the
present are 20.43 per cent ahead of the
same period for 1937-38, William Scully,
sales manager, told the regional convention here.
J. H. Seidelman, foreign sales manager,
told the convention that despite upheavals
in European countries that the export department shows approximately a 20 per
cent gain for the same period.
Nate Blumberg, president, was enthusiastic in forecasting a profitable year for
the company. The first and second quarters both ended in the black, the third
quarter looks more rosy, and with the next
Durbin picture and the Dunne-Boyer film,
and others set for the fourth quarter, the
company is certain to end on the profitable
side of the ledger, Blumberg said. He
said he looks for one of the best years the
company has ever had.
All company executives spoke, including
besides those mentioned, W. J. Heineman,
western sales manager; James Jordan,
contract-playdate head; F. T. Murray, in
charge of exchange operations; and Louis
Pollack, eastern advertising manager.
Numerous telegrams of congratulations
from leading central and midwest exhibitors were read by Heineman.
Going on from here to the San Francisco regional will be Blumberg, Scully,
Heineman, Jordan, Murray, Seidelman.
Blumberg and Scully are expected to go
to the studios after the San Francisco
meeting for studio conferences with Cliff
Work and Matthew J. Fox.

B&K Gross tor First 14
Weeks Shows Decline
Chicago — Gross revenue of B&K for the
first 14 weeks of the year showed a 4J/2
per cent decline, as compared with 1938, it
was anounced at the annual stockholders
meeting here Tuesday afternoon. Barney
Balaban, in his letter to the stockholders,
as president added that theatre attendance during the same period dropped 1.6
per cent.
Current assets as of December 31, 1938,
were $872,198; current liabilities, $1,901,995. Net profit for 1938 was $1,270,401,
equal to $4.46 a share after preferred dividend payments; compared with $1,398,616, or $4.94 a share for 1937.
Tire company spent $434,344 in 1938 on
remodeling. His report included that the
Oriental Theatre lease was given up, that
B&K assumed operation of the State-Lake
on December 24; and that the leases of
the Illinois Theatre in Chicago Heights,
and the Central in Gary, Ind., were given
up. W. K. Hollander and Walter B. Cokell resigned as directors in 1938, with no
successors being named, leaving only five
directors. Walter Immerman, vice-president of B&K. presided at the stockholders’
meeting. Mrs. Sylvia Diamond, New York,
holder of 200 shares of common stock, has
engaged M. A. Morrison & Co., accountants, to make a private audit of 1938 operations, itwas disclosed.
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Peoria, III. — Peoria’s newest theatre,
the Varsity, located at 2107 Main Street
on Peoria’s west bluff, opened to considerable fanfare with “Out West With the

Talent Hunting —
Herbert

Rawlinson,

lent days, is shown

screen

star of si-

at Chicago

mu-

nicipal airport as he arranged airline transportation for the east, where
he begins work on RKO’s
L. Lasky talent hunt.

second

Jesse

Good Pictures Ever
Magnet to Takes
Chicago — Proof that “if you’ve got the
pictures they’ll come” still obtains in the
film business is seen again in excellent
grosses reported in the loop and most of
the neighborhood theatres this week.
Warner’s “Dodge City” started the second week at the Chicago Theatre, with a
better weekend than the first stanza.
Likewise did RKO’s “The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle,” at the Palace.
United Artists’ “Wuthering Heights” started what may be an auspicious run at the
United Artists Theatre with excellent
business, despite the rainy weather. All
other houses in the loop also reported
much better than average business.
The documentary film dealing with Hitler’s grab of Czechoslovakia, titled “Crisis,”
had a big first week at the Princess Theatre, despite the fact that the theatre
has not been a success in the past. Proof
again that here is something people want
to see — something that is page-one news
daily — and regardless of where it is showing, it will drag in the customers.
The Warner circuit had one of the best
weekends in the last several months, while
B&K and other circuits reported boxoffice
takes up wherever picture combinations
were favorable. — E.D. R.
Great States Reports Business
Keel Holding Steady
Chicago — Business over the Great States
circuit has been on an even keel with
boxoffice takes of last year during the
same first quarter, according to J. J.
Rubens. The Great States general manager said that in several theatres figures
show an improvement over last year but
that on an average business is about the
same as the same period of 1938.

The new luxury type of community theatre was built by George Kerasotes at a
cost
of $155,000. Kerasotes also opened
Hardys.”
and has operated the Beverly Theatre for
the past two years.
The new Varsity is dedicated to the entertainment needs and business progress
of the West Bluff and especially to Bradley Tech College, the institution from which
it derived the inspiration for its name.
Modern in theme and construction, the
new house presents a striking appearance
as well as something entirely new and
modem in a motion picture theatre.
The design and construction are unique
in that no conventional theatre lines were
followed. It is the architectural product
of J. Fletcher Lankton and was designed
by Cletis Foley of the same firm.
Participating in the general goings-on
were members of the exhibition and selling branches of the film trade. Beside
lowing :
the Kerasotes, the list included the folLou

Herron,

National

Theatre

Supply;

Fred Slitter, 20th Century-Fox; Steve Bennis, Lincoln, 111., exhibitor; John McShaffry, Heywood-Wakefield Seating Co.; Jack
O’Brien, RCA Photophone; A1 Kent, Universal Pictures; Jack Shumow, M-G-M;
Jack Armguardt, United Artists; Dominic
Frisina, Frisina circuit, and Chris Bendsen,
Boy Hansen

Co.

Several Chicago Theatres
Put Up New Marquees
Chicago — Several local theatres have
renovated their marquees and signs in the
last several weeks, the jobs being handled
by Tom Flannery of Whiteway Electric
Sign and Maintenance Service.
The Meltzer Brothers erected a new sign
for the Milford Theatre, as did Daubis and
Mandis on their Panorama. Sam Abraham put up a new marquee on his newlyreopened Crest Theatre, while Goodman
and Harrison had the marquee of the 111ington rebuilt.
Incidentally, Flannery has just completed installation of what he terms the
largest upright restaurant sign in the
world, on the new Isbell Restaurant here
on north Rush St.

Ohioan Buys Waterloo House
Waterloo, Ind. — William R. Hough of
Columbus, Ohio, has purchased the Lyric
Theatre here from Ralph Waldo. Hough
has renamed it the Waterloo Theatre.
Chore

for LeRoy

Hollywood — Mervy LeRoy will produce
“The Unvanquished” for Metro, with Mildred Temple set to script.
BOXOFFICE
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Upper Right: Louis, Gus and Nicholas Kerasotes, Bernard Palmer, Bill Ford, Edward Walker, Edward Metzger, Dave
Jones, George Kerasotes.
Second

Row, across: First, Gus, again, J.

F. O'Brien, and Louis, also again. Second: Chris Bendsen, Max Tschauder.
Third: Bill Mehlenback, contractor, turns
over the keys to George Kerasotes.
Left : Jack Shumow,
Kent.

Jack Armguardt,

Right-. Lou Herron, John
sotes, Al Dassau.

and Gus

Al

Kera-

Left, below: Mrs. Max Tschauder, Mrs.
Helen Burnstine, Dominic Frisina, Max
Tschauder, Mrs. Marie Dr overman, Mrs.
Dominic Frisma, Leo Burnstine.
Right, below: Steve Bennis, Fred
Boy) Slitter, John McShaffry.
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1932

Consent

Charge

Decree

Hearing

Chicago — Possibility

that

the

govern-

ment’s action against Barney Balaban,
and the seven majors charging criminal contempt in connection with the 1932
consent decree would be referred to a
master in chancery for hearing was the
status of the case this week.
Attorneys for the defendants appeared
before Judge Charles Woodward with Warren Canaday, assistant district attorney
for the government here in charge of
anti-trust cases, seeking to set the case
for hearing. Canaday suggested that the
case be referred to a special examiner
B&K

May

The
6

Chicago — The suit of the independent
exhibitors against B&K and the majors

neighborhood

house

charging

Princess and Miller, downtown second run theatres, charge 15 cents until
and 20 cents thereafter. Independent exhibitors maintain that these
should have films made available

to them

able to outlying subsequent -run houses,
according to independents, who charge
the chains with violating the clearance
schedule by playing off downtown first
runs.
As
are

a

result of this procedure,

reported

playing

the

pictures

Warner-Saxe

Princess and Fox’s Miller theatres here at
15-cent admission prices several weeks before they become available to a subse-

At the Balaban

over clearance — now called the Adelphi case for identification among the
four legal cases pending locally on
clearance — has

been

May

scheduled

15. It was

moved

back

to be

to

heard

before Judge James Wilkerson in federal court Tuesday, but attorneys for
both

sides

cases

and

An

were
asked

occupied

with

other

for the continuance.

"Extra" Edition Helps

Sell
'Wuthering Heights'
Chicago — One of the best stunts pulled
in the Chicago

loop in years was the extra

edition gag used by Ben
ager of the B&K United
on

the

opening

of

Feldman, manArtists Theatre

UA’s

“Wuthering

p. m.

houses

Milwaukee — Circuits are reported making product available to their subsequentrun downtown houses before it is avail-

Clearance Issue Will
Be Heard May 15

Move

to discuss again the matter of impounding records in the case for use of the
government.
Government attorneys have contended
ever since the suit was filed that its case
cannot be completed without copies of
these records, while defense attorneys have
continually blocked such moves.
Meanwhile, Judge Woodward suggested
that the attorneys on both sides confer
immediately on whether the matter of
the records be discussed before a special
examiner, or whether the entire case be
referred to a master for hearing.
quent run
20 cents.

Charge Clearance
Clause Violated

Violation

day and date with the neighborhood houses in the same price brackets and not before.

The

release schedule has been somewhat further complicated by the opening
several months ago of the Regal also a
second-run house. Recent attempts to revise and clarify the existing zoning and
clearance schedule have proven fruitless.

Ritz Amusement

Into Crothersville

Crothersville, Ind. — The Ritz Amusement Co. of North Vernon, has taken over
the State Theatre here. Walter Siener of
North Vernon has a part interest in the
house here and will be manager.

A special midwest premiere, with kleig
lights and all the other trimmings, ushered
Heights.”
in the picture at the theatre. Simultaneously throughout the B&K circuit in
the loop and suburbs, 5,000 copies of an
extra edition of the Chicago Evening
American were distributed heralding
‘‘thousands
Heights’.”
pictures in
two-column
Feldman

at premiere of ‘Wuthering
The first page carried three
a six-column layout, with a
story on the premiere.
was assisted in the campaign

by Art Catlin, United Artists’ exploiteer.
This is one of many campaigns being put
on by B&K managers and publicists during
the John Balaban managers’ drive of 13
weeks. Managers throughout the circuit
are competing for $2,500 in cash prizes.

Drive Dinner —

As the John Balaban Drive for B&K managers got under way recently at a special luncheon in Chicago, the men were given
details of the drive for which $2,500 in prizes is to be given. Thus far, the drive in its third week has shown marked results
both in better business than the same period in 1938, plus the best selling efforts the circuit has seen in numerous years. It
is the first drive B&K has ever sponsored.
At the speakers’ table are, left to right: Morris Leonard, general counsel; Louis Lipstone, former production head and now
musical director for Paramount; William Hollander, advertising director; Jack Sampson, district manager; Kate Platt, district manager and production head; Dave Wallerstein, district manager; Walter Immerman, general manager; Harry Lustgarden, and Dave Balaban, district managers; Henry Stickelmeier and M. M. Rubens, Great States Theatres.
All the others are managers, bookers and members of the advertising and publicity department.
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Americanism Is a

TACK McPHERSON, district manager of
* National Screen, has named Lou Patz,
formerly with Grand National, to succeed
Ed Safier, in Milwaukee, for the company.

Topic for Council
Chicago — The

annual

spring

meeting

of

the Better Film Council of Chicago featured an Americanism discussion of motion pictures by Crane Wilbur, producer of
the Academy-award winner short subject,
“The Declaration of Independence.”
“These patriotic shorts, which Harry M.
Warner had enough foresight and vision
to produce, will arouse not a dead, but a
sleeping patriotism in Americans,” said
Wilbur. “Through these subjects, children
get a quick dose of Americanism and history that makes an indelible impression.”
Wilbur added that such worthwhile
short featurettes are gradually taking the
place of the second feature in double bill
territories in the country.
The producer, who also has directed and
written several Warner shorts and features, said that the next three in the
Americanism series will be “The Bill of
Rights,” “The Monroe Doctrine,” and
“George Washington.” Ready for release
next month is “Sons of Liberty,” the story
of Haym Salomon of Revolutionary days.
William Brumberg, assistant branch
manager in the Warner Chicago exchange,
spoke on the business and production side
of motion pictures, stressing the manifold
costs that have creeped into the making of
pictures today. He concluded with a list of
the many outstanding pictures ready for
release and announced for next year.
During the morning session, Tom Gorman, RKO Theatres district manager and
publicity director, spoke. He predicted that
films will occupy the same niche in years
to come as paintiijg, drama, and literature
does today. At the same time, he admonished the women that when a worthwhile production comes along they must
help the exhibitors by supporting these
pictures.

Lillian Rabin, back these many days at
her post at Metro Premium from a Bostonto-Havana-to New York vacation, tells
us “it wasn’t one of those cruises for
$49.50.” But a lot more.

With the bowling boys at their annual
party: Hank Porter was out recruiting
team members for next year. After some
of the “offers” he changed his mind . . .
Max Dr ei fuss, who missed the individual
championship by only a few pins though
he bowled more games than the winners,
wanted extra cigars “or something" as a
consolation prize . . . Herman Busch,
Paramount team captain, eyed that trophy
with which Republic, as champs, were rewarded, longingly. Paramount won last
year but this year ended fifth . . . Every
bowler received a billfold as a surprise gift
from the league. After the banquet, the
boys were shown how experts split the
pins in special bowling reels furnished by
M-G-M, Paramount, and Columbia.
outstate exhibitors have

Herman Saperstein of the Wabash Theatre is convalescing at his home , 2000 Indiana Ave., from a recent heart attack.
Jimmy Coston, zone manager of Warner
Theatres, and Henry Herbel, district manager of Warner Pictures, were both speakers at the observance of Notre Dame Night
held here at the Knickerbocker Hotel.
Main speaker of the local program, which
was carried as part of a nation-wide radio
program, was Father E. J. Flanagan, director and founder of Boys Town.

All of the newsreel crews covered the
opening of the smelt run at Marinette,
Wis., the other day. Sam Savitt, Red
Felbinger and several others of the boys
promised to bring home plenty of the fish
. . . Wondered what happened on the way?

Several

27. His brother, Harry Turrell, district
manager of the circuit, is to be best man.

been

using as promotion for Bob Burns’ “I’m
From Missouri,” corncob pipes. The giveaways are available at the local exchange
from Lou Aurelio, Paramount ad sales
manager.

Arthur Treacher goes into the Chicago
Theatre this week on a personal appearance . . . Another p. a. is set for the Oriental Theatre by Hugh Herbert.
Here and away: Spencer Tracy, M-G-M
star, here en route to New York to meet
Mrs. Tracy from where they were to sail
for a European vacation, turned press
his stay here for M-G-M’s
agent during
“Goodbye
Mr. Chips.” Tracy raved over
Robert Donat’s performance in the film
remarking: “I don’t see how he can miss
the academy award for his work in the
picture” . . . Lya Lys, Warner’s female
star of “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” came
in on the Santa Fe Chief, en route to
New York for personal appearances with
the picture . . . Another Chief passenger
was M-G-M’s dance star, Eleanor Powell,
going east also for personal appearances
. . . Jules Levy was here on a swing around
the RKO exchanges.
Warner screened “Dark Victory” for the
Better Films Council this week.

Henri Elman was in New York this week
. . . Larry Stein of Warner Theatres was
in New York at an advertising conference
of the circuit.

Frank Nardi, of Republic, is president
of the Film Bowling League for next year,
elected by unanimous vote, to succeed
Walter Hyland. Treasurer Christ Otto,
and Secretary Chris Chinn were renamed
for another season.

Ted Turrell, manager of the Warner
Beverly Theatre, is getting married May

Outlines Hollywood's Role in
Counteracting Propaganda
Chicago — If

war

comes,

it would

be

Hollywood against the dictators, with
Crane Wilbur, Warner Brothers producer
and writer, making the motion pictures a
big favorite.
Wilbur, who spoke before the Better
Films Council of Chicago, and the Chicago Round Table of Christians and Jews,
during his stay here, said that Hollywood
is not making propaganda, but doing its
best to combat it.
“We must offset efforts of European dictators to swamp our country with their
insidious poison,” he said. “We are telling
a story, a story of America, of freedom, of
our great past. We tell it, the people see
and hear it, but we do not invent the
story. It is history. Therefore, we do not
make propaganda.”

Prowler Gets $900
Ft. Wayne,

Ind. — A prowler

who
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FILMROW

the Shrine Auditorium after closing time,
made away with $900 in admissions to the
Jeanette MacDonald concert. Theatre
attaches reported a ring of keys were
stolen and all desk drawers in the theatre
office looted.
BOXOFFICE

TRADE
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ads of rival theatres clipped from

New Hypo Injected Into the
St. Louis Giveaway Stream
By

DAVE

BARRETT

St. Louis — In this "City of Giveaways”

another

theatre

promotional

stunt

has

been perfected in the person of “Dr. I. Q.,
The Mental Banker,” to the tune of outstanding business and the tinkle of $200
weekly in prize money.
Staged by Fanchon & Marco’s Fox Theatre, the stunt is being put on in cooperation with KWK, local NBC radio outlet. Several assistants pass through the
audience and select patrons to answer
questions put to them by the principal
from the stage. Some of the queries are
of the “yes” and “no” variety, others,
however, requiring more extended reply.
Patrons who successfully answer the questions share in the $200 in prizes.
After five weeks here, Dr. I. Q. will move
on to Chicago for a run at the Chicago
Theatre. The Fox has presented the second of the local series.
It is the very latest in the way of contests, prizes, giveaways, cut-rates, coupon

trial of Rep. Edward

been carrying on a one-man war against
such boxoffice baits. As part of his efforts to eliminate merchandise giveaways
he has bombarded the trade press with

The 22-page brief charged that the reason why the International took over the
affairs of Local No. 143 was because the
local union officers in 1936 speculated in
M.

(Putty Nose) Brady on a charge of extortion in connection with the alleged
collection of $10,000 from theatre owners in 1936 has been indefinitely postponed.
Brady and John P. Nick, IATSE vicepresident, were scheduled to come to trial
before Circuit Judge Robert L. Aronson
on Monday, but prior to that date defense
counsel filed a motion for a continuance
on the grounds that Brady’s presence is
needed in Jefferson City where the Missouri general assembly is in session.
Under Section 938, Article XIV of the
Revised Statutes of 1929, all law suits,
civil or criminal, pending in any court at
any time when the general assembly is in
session must be continued if “it shall appear to the court, by affidavit, that any
party applying for such continuance, or
any attorney, solicitor or counsel of such
party is a member of either house of the
general assembly, and in actual attendance on the session of the same, and that
the attendance of such party, attorney, solicitor or counsel is necessary to a fair
and proper trial or other proceeding in
such a suit.”
The law provides that a legislator cannot be tried until ten days after the legislature adjourns. Since the final adjournment of the present legislature is indefinite, Judge Aronson was unable to set a
new date for a hearing.
Nick and Clyde A. Weston, business
manager of Local No. 143 of the Motion
Picture Machine Operators Union, have
filed a reply brief in circuit court in op-
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Night prize offered by Fanchon & Marco’s
Fox, Missouri and Ambassador theatres
had passed the $1,000 mark and was getting fatter week by week.
Some months ago the Fanchon & Marco
houses, including the St. Louis Amusement
Co.’s fleet of neighborhood and suburban
houses banned merchandise giveaways and
for weeks Harry C. Arthur jr., ranking
executive for Fanchon & Marco here has

position to the ouster suit brought against
them and President George E. Browne of
the IATSE by a number of the members
of Local 143.

"Puttij Nose" Brady
Trial Postponed
St. Louis — The

appeals, trading stamps, free bus and street
car rides, angles that have been used by
local motion picture theatres to attract
cash customers.
Financially, the opportunity to win part
of the $200 offered by Dr. I. Q. to those
who answer correctly the questions put to
them is the biggest thing offered to the
local motion picture theatre patrons since
Circuit Attorney Franklin Miller clamped
the lid down on Bank Night early in 1936
about the time that the combination Bank

the stock market with the local’s funds
and “suffered a very substantial loss.” It
added: “And from that time on at each
international convention members of the
union have asked that he (Nick) be continued in complete charge.”
The brief also contended that an international union is a sovereignty in itself
and can make any rule that is not against
public policy and the members must obey
no matter how unreasonable the rule.
“The plaintiffs cannot be members of the
International and Local No. 143 and not
be bound

by the International,” it continued. As an analogy the brief pointed
to the laws of the Catholic church which
require abstinence from meat on Fridays
and that members go to confession and
to communion during the Easter period.
It said Catholics must obey these rules
though they are not the laws of the land.

Order Negroes to Replace
White Projectionists
St. Louis — The

Colored

Clerks’

Circle

and the National Ass’n for the Advancement of Colored People have informed
Thomas James, owner of the Strand Theatre, that he must replace his four white
motion picture machine operators with
Negroes.
Pickets have been placed in front of the
theatre in an effort to enforce compliance
with the demands of the blacks. A boycott of James’ theatres, which also include the Douglas, has been threatened.

local

newspapers showing the merchandise giveaways played up prominently. More recently in letters sent to various film exchange managers and other interests he
had raised the question of whether the
value of a merchandise gift should not be
deducted from the cash admission price
to arrive at the net admission fee in
fixing the amount of clearance to be
granted to the first and second run houses
over the theatres that use gifts.
Among the theatre owners who have
been most severely criticized by Arthur in
such communications have been Fred
Wehrenberg, head of the Wehrenberg Circuit of South St. Louis, and Clarence
Kaimann, who is interested in a group of
theatres in North and Northwest St. Louis.
That

Arthur’s effort to curb the giveaways hasn’t been very successful is indicated by a glance over the newspaper
advertisements of various theatres. In addition to houses in the Wehrenberg and
Kaimann circuits there are dozens of others offering free gifts of various kinds.
Among the customer-come-alongs currently being used are: Green formal floral
dresserware, initialed dishes, glasses, silver spoons, ovenware, toilet articles of various kinds, dinnerware, soupspoons, beautyware, etc., etc.
Other houses, including some in the St.
Louis Amusement fleet, use the free parking space bait as an attraction for customers. In congested districts the usual
parking rates are 10 and 15 cents.
Still other houses that may not have
gone into the giveaway program on a par
with their rivals have reduced their houses.
In many houses the bills are loaded down
with extra features, perhaps three feature pictures
andfare.
several shorts may round
out the
bill of
Time was when these special bills were
received for New Year’s Eve or one or two
other days in the year, but under present
they are being utilized at speconditions
cial intervals.

months ago the St. Louis Amusement Co. chain and other Fanchon &
Marco houses utilized trading stamps as
a means of avoiding merchandise giveaways but still made it possible for their
patrons to get something for nothing.in Unthe
der this arrangement, merchants
vicinity of the theatres were induced to
give away the trading stamps, which were
redeemable in theatre admissions. This arrangement was two-fold in its benefits. It
retained the goodwill of the merchants
and also enabled the patrons to save money
on their motion picture amusement budget.
Still another arrangement that has been
utilized is the cash refund on street car
or bus ride. Under this plan the patron
pays the regular street car or bus fare to
get to the theatre. He asks the conductor
for a coupon which, when stamped at the
theatre boxoffice, is good for the return
ride home without the payment of another fare.
Some

Fanchon & Marco’s Ambassador Theatre
also had an arrangement with a downtown garage through which its patrons
could have their automobile brought to
the theatre by a garage attendant. The
charge of this service is nominal. It has
nicely.
solved the downtown parking problem very
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Turley Comments
On Perkins Offer
St.

Louis — Commenting

on

a

INDIANAPOLIS

reported

offer of $52,000 for a year’s rental on the
4,000-seat St. Louis Theatre, flagship of
the St. Louis Amusement’s fleet of houses,
said to have been made by Johnny Perkins, rotund comedian and master of
ceremonies. Clarence M. Turley, an official of the St. Louis Amusement Co. said
that there had been some informal discussions of the possibility of Perkins taking over the house about 18 months ago
but no definite proposal actually had been
made.
Turley said that at the time Perkins
approached Harry C. Arthur jr„ ranking
executive here for the Fanchon & Marco
interests, the St. Louis Theatre was just
dropping its stage show policy and had
been operating in the red for some weeks.
He added that both Arthur and himself
had discouraged Perkins’ proposed venture
as a theatre operator on his own account,
but finally told him that if he was still
interested to make a definite proposal
backed up with the proper accompaniment
of Uncle Sam’s legal tender.
“Nothing further was heard of it,” Turley added. “A definite offer was not made.
That was some 18 months ago.”
Perkins, on the other hand, said that
his definite offer for $52,000 for a year’s
rental of the theatre was made nine
months ago and still stands. He believed that the proper brand of vaudeville will
pay in St. Louis and that is the policy he
would install in the St. Louis, if and when
he obtains possession of the house.
He said that he laid his proposition before Arthur, since the Fanchon & Marco
interests have a management and operating contract with the St. Louis Amusement Co. According to Perkins’ version
Arthur took the matter up with Turley
and it was finally turned down.
Turley said that shortly after Perkins’
informal discussion on the subject of taking over the St. Louis that theatre’s policy
was changed to straight motion pictures.
The house is now on a paying basis and
there is little chance of the present management giving it up.
Vaudeville has had but indifferent success in St. Louis. From time to time some
of the first-run motion picture houses
use it in conjunction with pictures, but
after a few weeks its drawing powers wear
down. The latest attempt at flesh and
blood shows was made at the Fox Theatre,
where A1 Pearce and His New Radio Gang
appeared around Easter. While Pearce
set a new house record when he was here
in 1938, this year he slipped some $5,000
or so behind that mark. The Fanchon &
Marco interests have determined when
further attempts will be made with stage
shows at the Fox.
Currently the only stage show in town
is at the American Theatre where dramatic traveling attractions are put on.
Some of the neighborhood theatres in
St. Louis Amusement Co. fleet use stage
shows one or two nights a week.

^HE ROXY at Boswell, Ind., operated by
E. B. Sorenson, suffered a loss of about
$1,500 by fire April 10. The fire was first
discovered in the operator’s booth and is
said to have been caused by a defective
film. Patrons in the theatre at the time
left the house in orderly fashion. The
damage is not covered by insurance . . .
The Arcade Theatre, Cloverport, Ky„ operated by William Conway, was destroyed
by fire April 12. Conway operates several
theatres in Kentucky.
Carl Shalit of Detroit, Columbia district
manager, spent Friday at the local branch
on business . . . Wilma Sullivan of the office staff at Columbia exchange has returned to work after several weeks’ leave
on account of illness.

Curtis Butler, Columbia salesman, is being coached in bicycle riding by Abe Baker,
booker. Butler wants to lose some of his
avoirdupois and has taken to bicycle riding, which is proving quite the thing. He
has already lost 12 pounds.
C. C. Wallace, who recently acquired the
Princess Theatre, Thorntown, Ind., is reported seriously ill. About a year ago , Wallace was seriously injured and never fully
recovered.

Rex Carr, manager of the Alamo, has
purchased new carpet for the foyer and
aisles of his theatre from Ger-Bar Equipment Co.
The newly decorated Prewitt Theatre,
Plainfield, Ind., continues to draw praise
for its beauty and comfort. The house has
been redone from stage to marquee. Inside
walls and ceiling have been redone in neutral toned masonite, and the woodwork,
exterior trim and marquee have been refinished in olive green.

Seen along Filmrow:

Robinson
III.

Strand
—

The

Burns
Strand

was recently destroyed by fire.
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Theatre

Neall, Ko-

Chicago — Work

on

construction

of

the

new 20th Century-Fox and Monogram exchange buildings has been held up during
the last few days due to the truck drivers’
strike. For several days no materials were
delivered to the site of the buildings,
causing the temporary halt.

Film Transporters Face
Evanston License Fee
Chicago — Evanston,

suburb

north

Fish stories will be in order when John
Servaas, head of the Exhibitors Exchange,
returns here after a week of baiting.

Around the neighborhood: A jitterbug
contest is featured at the Oriental Theatre
every Wednesday night; Don Wright, manager of the Rivoli, has decided that the
business of managing prize fighters and
the art of flying are not exclusively male
pursuits; Blair’s St. Clair Theatre features
a “Jitterbug Jamboree” on Friday nights;
Claude Allison, manager of the Strand,
is having pie-eating contests, in addition
to rope tiers, cartoon drawers, balloon
blowers, sack racers and, most important
of all, airplane modelers contests.
The Zaring is going big on shorts in
addition to feature attractions ; Earl Cunningham, manager of the Fountain Square,
is featuring one of the funniest shorts of
the year, “A Day at the Zoo,” and it seemed
to steal the show; the Cinema, first to introduce a continuous matinee policy every
day, is meeting with good success. The
Parker is featuring the 10 best pictures of

1938, ending with ‘‘You Can’t Take It With

You.” “Dodge City” moves
for the second week.

M. J. Kopald of Chicago, factory representative for the U. S. Air Conditioning
Corp., was in town on business for several
days . . . W. C. Carpentier, former field
representative for Independent Theatre
Owners of Ohio, now has headquarters on
the local Filmrow as publicity agent for
the new Roth Park Hotel on Lake Freeman, Monticello, Ind.

Ft.

Wayne,

Ind. — The

Huntingburg

of

May

—

The

at Walnut,
local

theatre,

111.
the

Walnut, has been reopened after a 10- day
shutdown during which the auditorium
of the house was completely remodeled.

that

Mai-

a Theatre
are

being

dis-

cussed locally for erection of a new theatre here.

Hollywood
— “Balalaika,”
Nelson
Adapting
"Balalaika"

Eddy

starrer, is being adapted by Jacques Deval.

Advertise

Remodeling

Get

Ind. — Plans

PICTORIAL
III.

report

lers Bros, have acquired the Riley and
Jefferson theatres here from the Quimby
Theatre Circuit is denied by Harvey G.
Cocks, general manager of the latter firm.
He points out that Peter Mailers books
and manages the Riley and Jefferson thechain. atres under the supervision of the Quimby

Huntingburg,

Chicago, is considering passing a license
regulation that would charge a fee to film
truck companies operating in the town.
The only shipper affected here would be
Lavin Truck Service, which handles all
Evanston shipments for the exchanges.

Complete

to the Apollo

Denies Quimby-Mallers
Deal in Ft. Wayne

A Drivers' Strike Causes
Exchange Building Halt

Walnut,
Robinson,

Sam

komo; Billy Conners, Marion; Theodore
Charles, Vincennes; Bob Scherer, Linton;
J. L. Lausman, Louisville; A. Anderson,
Hodginsville, Ky.; Jack and Ben VanBorssun, Terre Haute; Harry Douglas, Dugger,
and Percy Gladden, Bloomington.

With

Postcard PROGRAMS

A lot of programSizefor a little money.
Fast Service . . . Samples on Request.

KNOX

PRINTING

Hoopeston,

CO.

111.
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grossed $19,000,000. C. W. Trampe, head
of Monogram-Midwest Film exchange here,
and a member of the local motion picture

"Birth of a Nation"
Showing Banned

commission,
hambra.

brought

the

film

to the

Al-

Trampe was of the opinion that the issues raised by Dorsey and other objectors
existed

Milwaukee — Because

representatives

of

28 civic organizations, most of them comprised of Negroes, protested that many
scenes in the sound revival of “The Birth
of a Nation” were prejudicial to the Negro
race, the motion picture commission here
ordered A. J. Cooper to discontinue showing the picture at the Alhambra Theatre
one day after its opening.
The attack on the famous portrayal of
“carpet bagger” days in the south was led
by James W. Dorsey, Negro attorney and
one of the organizers of the Regal Theatre.
Alhambra officials said that the first
day’s showing was well attended, with
many middle aged and elderly people
bringing their children for their first view
of the film, which was revived here last
in 1930 at the Garden Theatre, without
sound effects.
Epoch

Owns

Picture

The picture, which was shown for three
days at the Grand Theatre in Green Bay
without arousing any criticism, is owned
by the Epoch Producing Co. of which H. E.
Aitken, Waukesha, Wis., is president and
D. W. Griffith and Thomas Dixon, author
of “The Clansman,” from which the film
was derived, are still interested.
Roy E. Aitken, another officer of the
producing company, said that in the last
24

years

“The

Birth

of

a

Nation”

has

merely in the minds of the complainants and that those who view the
film would do so with an open mind and
without thoughts of race hatred.
The picture opened with certain scenes
that were deleted at the time of its original
showing and the commissioner ordered that
these cuts be made immediately. The
board did not view the film before its
opening, assuming the
1915 would be omitted.

parts

censored

in

“Sows Seed of Race Hatred”
Commenting upon the reason for the
ban, Otto R. Hauser, Mayor Daniel W.
Hoan’s secretary said:
“The picture is not even historically
true. It doesn’t merit showing here. Many
scenes are obnoxious and arouse passionate hatred. Tire film tends to glorify the
secret

pride
tion, the Ku
were here, I
its showing.

of that vigilante organizaKlux Klan. If Mayor Hoan
know he would not approve
It is sowing the seed of race

The film was shown on a double bill
hatred.”
with “Little Pal,” and Cooper expressed
himself as being surprised that the film,
“an admitted classic for nearly a quarter
of a century, should suddenly be banned
after all these years of public acceptance.
I cannot help contrasting the action of the

An automobile was the giveaway offered
in connection with the first annual Fox
Employes Movie Ball held April 17 at the
Wisconsin Roof ballroom here.

representatives,

in-

cluding John Z oiler, stage employes’ union,
to determine whether the fire department
is overmanned
The

Appleton

and

over-equipped.

Post-Crescent

is holding

its third annual fishermen’s party at the
Rio Theatre in that city, April 25, to
accommodate the crowds. The party has
formerly been held in the local armory.
The Cosmo Theatre at Merrill staged
guest night on Thursday with every patron
purchasing an adult ticket entitled to
bring a guest free.
Savoy
bargain

42

Theatre at Watertown is running
nights each Tuesday, Wednesday

Emmett J. Martt, owner of the St. Louis
Movie Poster Service, has been elected
president of the Rotary Club of St. Louis.
He succeeds William W. Martin.
The French film, “Un Carnet de Bal,”
shown a few weeks ago at the S’Renco
screening room, was brought back for a
repeat showing.
A modern

showboat

on wheels, equipped

with a portable motion picture machine
and screeii and manned by CCC members,
has been taking films furnished by the
national Park Service into various outlying sections of Missouri where regular motion picture shows are not convenient.
Harold

Bassage,

director

of the

Little

and

Thursday

with

admission

at 15 cents.

Harvey Hanson is planning improvements to his Palace Theatre at Antigo.
Mrs.

John

Scharnberg,

wife

of

the

manager of the Strand and Parkway theatres in Madison, was installed last week
as worthy high priestess of Madison
Shrine No. 6, White Shrine of Jerusalem.
Fox

been named manager of the circuit’s Lake,
where he started in the theatre business
12 years ago as an usher.
The
Wisconsin Theatre Enterprises
placed second in the Independent bowling
league at Beloit as the curtain dropped on
the last game of the season last week. The
Enterprises with a .611 percentage, finished six games behind the league leaders.
Cooper's Alhambra Theatre here is featuring Matthew Cryan at the organ with
community singing four times daily.

Republic

jr„ dance directors, inked for another season by Municipal Theatre Ass’n.

Fanchon & Marco reopened the remodeled Union, North St. Louis nabe, with one

Elmer Hoge, former manager of Warner-Saxe’s Granada Theatre here, has

organization

$100,000 mark, an all-time record for this period of the year. The 12week season will open at the Municipal
Theatre in Forest Park on June 2.
the

White

In compliance with a resolution passed
by the common council, Council President
Harry J. Devine has named a committee
six

Reservations for the 21st season of
the Municipal Opera already have passed

in 1915,” he said.

theatres in Fond du Lac and Stevens Point are cooperating with local
photographers in staging baby contests.
Award in former city is $100 and in the
latter $25.

of

John Barrymore will come to the American Theatre the night of April 24 in a
new comedy stage show. His wife, Elaine
Barrie, will play the role of a daughter.

Theatre, has been signed for the 1939-40
season . . . Theodore Adolphus and A1

Burns, Lee Tracy and Walter Connolly, former marines, have been invited
to attend the annual Midwest Marine
Corps reunion at the Pfister Hotel here
June 2 to 4.

Bob

division of the Jewish Welfare Fund Campaign at Hotel Jefferson the night of April
16.

commission today with the splendid reception given the picture by Milwaukee

MILWAUKEE
poX’S
Bank has
Night
started
April PALACE
12 at $1,000,
beenpot,
raised
to
$1,100 with no claimant for the award the
opening night.

DAUL MUNI was the principal speaker at
a dinner meeting of the special gifts

Story Buy

Hollywood — “Gangs of Chicago,” a
story by Martin Mooney, has been purchased by Republic.

night showing of “Alexander Graham Bell"
and then returned to second run-double
feature policy. The improvements cost
about $40,000.

Art Schmidt from Loew’s New York advertising office in town confabing with
Chick Evens, manager, and Jimmy Harris,
p.a. at Loew’s.

International Pictures
Formed in St. Louis
St.

Louis — International

Picture

Corp.

has been formed here to produce and distribute motion pictures “of every kind and
description,” with 1,000 shares of stock at
no par value.
The incorporators, who will serve as
the company’s board of directors, include:
Floyd W. Bolton, 850 shares; Edward W.
Bolton, 100, and Marshall Harris, 50. The
Boltons are residents of St. Louis, Harris
is from Ferguson, Mo.

V onderschmidt Remodels
At Crawfordsville, Ind.
Crawfordsville, Ind. — H. P. Vonderschmidt of Bloomington, who operates the
Strand Theatre here, is remodeling the
house. The capacity is being increased to
seat 1,115 persons, the marquee is being
renovated, and the entire interior is being
redecorated. Vonderschmidt operates several houses in western Indiana.
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Legislature Closes;
Industry Unhurt

Minny Independent Cash Gilt
Feud on Verge of Opening
Gas Station Man Is
Friend in Need

Minneapolis — With the Minnesota legislative session out of the way, the film
trade in the state is breathing easier. The
lawmaking body adjourned Tuesday without passing any bills affecting the industry.
Independent exhibitors are particularly
jubilant because a bill outlawing theatre
cash gift nights and aimed particularly at
Bank Night never even came out of committee. Theatre interests fought this
measure, which, President W. A. Steffes of
Northwest Allied declared, would have put
many theatre owners out of business if
enacted into law.
Another bill providing for daylight saving, which the independent exhibitors also
opposed, failed to reach the floor for a
vote. Theatre owners feared it would injure grosses.
For the second successive session, the
theatre divorcement bill, which would
have required the Minnesota Amusement
Company to relinquish its 85 theatres in
the state, died in committee. Upon this
occasion the measure did not even have
the support of Northwest Allied which
considered that the time wasn’t ripe for
such legislation, in view of the North Dakota divorcement law repeal and the
present government anti-trust suit having theatre divorcement as one of its objectives.
The

theatre divorcement law did not appear until late in the session and its sponsorship was shrouded in mystery.

Louisville, Neb. — Jack McCarty oi the
Louisville Theatre here was driving
through

Davenport, Ia. — Theatre owners here are
wondering if the proposed race track and
subsequent betting on the horses will affect
the popularity of Bingo.
Davenport merchants are advocating a
race track at the Mississippi Valley fairgrounds which went under the sheriff’s
auction hammer Friday. They believe this
is the only possible way to bail out this
$500,000 “white elephant.” However, there
is still one drawback to the proposal — a
little matter of the Iowa criminal code
which prohibits horse race betting.

Dismiss Bank Night Suit
At Estherville, Ia.

Gretna

rear

license

plate.

to the officer an

picked
back.

up

on

a

Miller Buys

the Wahoo

Wahoo, Neb. — A. R. Miller, who formerly owned the Broadway at Audubon, Ia.,
has purchased the Wahoo Theatre at
Wahoo, Neb., from Charles Prokop. Miller
will take charge June 1.
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MW

a

“fight fire with fire” with a combined
“Jack Pot” of their own and the sky the
limit.

McCarty
at a

talked

The threatened Bank Night war will engulf most of the north Minneapolis independent exhibitors, according to present
indications. Plans call for groups of four
theatres to unite.

nearby

to the one

highway

a

he

few

had

Since inaugural of the combined Bank
Nights and bringing the pot up to five
figures, the Alhambra and Northtown
theatres have been playing to empty seats.

days

“Indignation” meetings called by the
suffering exhibitors brought out denunciation of Dickerman. It was pointed out
that he had caused a similar situation
with

two south Minneapolis theatres several years ago. At that time the organization of independent exhibitors went on
record against any combined gift nights
or any pot in excess of $300. Dickerman
was whipped into line and discontinued his
combined cash giveaways.

Minneapolis — Twin City exhibitors will
sponsor a testimonial dinner for Moe
Levy, 20th-Fox district manager here, in
honor of his appointment as the S. R.
Kent drive leader for 1939-40. The event
will occur at the Hotel Nicollet, May 22,
with the entire trade invited to attend.
post

to which

Levy

has

been

as-

signed is the most important in the sales’
department, aside from sales manager, and
this marks the first time that any Northwest executive has received such an appointment. In his capacity as drive leader
Levy will have to visit every 20th-Fox
branch throughout the country a number
of times to arrange details of the local
campaigns and hold sales rallies.
Branch managers and exhibitors from
Omaha and Des Moines will join those of
Minneapolis and the Northwest for the
event.
district. Both

cities are in Levy’s

present

Arrangements for the dinner are being
completed by a committee that includes W.
A. Steffes, Billy Elson, John J. Friedl, Ben
Friedman, Eddie Ruben, Abe Kaplan,
George Granstrom and Sydney Volk.
Tickets will be $5.
Prior

to his promotion to district manager, Levy was local 20th-Fox branch
manager for a number of years.

Granstrom's

rules.

when

Levi] Appointment
Calls Forth Fete

Rousseau’s name was called February 8
for the prize, but he was too late to retheatre’s

As

attendant

that it corresponded

Excavation

the

week

filling station dashed out with the missing plate. The station man had noticed
the car number on the front and saw

Estherville, Ia. — The suit of Ralph
Rousseau against the Central States
Theatre Corp. to recover a $500 Bank
Night award was dismissed by Judge Fred
Hudson.

ceive it, under

last

safety patrol officer stopped him to
question him as to the absence of a

The

Race Betting Bill Effect
On Bingo Perplexes

Minneapolis — Aroused by the combined
Bank Night of the Alhambra and Northtown theatres, independent neighborhood
houses owned by Harry Dickerman, with
the pot now run up to $1,500, competing
independent exhibitors are threatening to

Underway
New

on

One independent group headed by Bennie Berger proposes to start with $1,200
as the pot.

New Policy and Price Are
Ahead for Time Theatre
Minneapolis —
Following the run of
“Ecstasy,” Irving Gillman will install a
15 cent subsequent-run policy in the Time
Theatre, recently acquired from Bennie
Berger, he announces. The policy will be
similar to that now being used by the
Seventh Street and Pantages theatres
which will have clearance over the Time.
Gillman plans to build especially strong
supporting programs of shorts and to play
up these shorts equally with his feature
pictures. He is confident that he can put
over the house, handicapped by its small
seating capacity and comparatively high
operating cost, with the proposed policy.

Advertising Copy for
"Ecstasy" Rejected
Minneapolis — Because

it contained

the

phrase “for men only,” the Journal here
refused ads for “Ecstasy” at the Time
Theatre. Both other local newspapers ran
the ads. The picture is doing sensational
business. The Journal ran ads for it
when it played
year ago.

the

World

more

than

a

Unit

St. Paul — Excavation has started for
the new Highland Theatre, neighborhood
house, which George Granstrom, owner of
the Grandview, one of the finest of the
local uptown houses, is building. The theatre will seat 950 and will be one of the
most up-to-date and beautiful showhouses
in the Twin Cities. It will represent an
expenditure of approximately $125,000.

Many

Hear MacDonald

Minneapolis — Large newspaper display
ads were run in the local sheets this week
to plug the concert appearance of Jeanette MacDonald in Rochester, Minn. This
was the only engagement played by Miss
MacDonald in Minnesota and drew a capacity crowd.

KMT

A Convention

Grievances
Kansas

City

—

The

of Exhibitors

Kansas-Missouri

Theatres Ass’n has postponed
convention two weeks to May

its annual
23 and 24,

Frank

Cassil of St. Joseph, Mo., president, announced here this week. It will
be held in Kansas City.
By that time, Cassil said, the machinery
of the fair trade practice agreement should
be

fairly completely worked out. Independent exhibitors should have a strong
voice in the trade practice setup in the
Kansas City area, and this objective will
be one of the principal
vention.

themes

Iowa and Nebraska

Will Hear

of the con-

blind selling, protection, and unfair competition need no more government regulation. We already have a law on the statute books of the U. S., the anti-trust law,
that if enforced would cure all the ills of
the

these

will be gone into thoroughly,” commented Cassil.
Following his appearance at the Neely
Bill hearing in Washington, D. C., last
week, Cassil made a special trip to New
York to confer with home office executives of production -distribution companies
relative to several clearance and protection situations in the Kansas City area.
“I have definite assurance from RKO,
through H. M. Ritchey, director of exhibitor relations, that every cooperation will
be extended by that company in an effort
to remedy this evil in various situations in
the Kansas City territory. Ritchey will
be one of the guest speakers at the con-

industry.”
Sees Neely

Bill a Hardship

selling as they have been practiced by distributors in the past. At the time the
Neely Bill was first introduced, before I
able to secure a copy, I felt that something was really happening that would be

of great benefit to the independent exhibitor. However, after securing a copy of
the bill and analyzing it, I found that, as
drawn, it is neither practical nor workable, and will work a great hardship on
all exhibitors, especially the independent
exhibitor.”
Cassil added that in his opinion “the
independent exhibitor cannot buy one picture at a time, nor is it possible to comply
with

section four dealing with blind selling, in that it necessitates his personally
viewing each picture before buying. This
creates a situation that would be devastating in its effect in my particular locality.
We are obsessed with double feature billing in the Kansas City trade territory. In
my own situation I make four changes per

compel

week,

me to view from eight to ten pictures to secure the required number for

Other independents in the Kansas City
my needs.”
area
are in much the same situation, Cassil told the committee, and the Neely Bill

W. Davis, Higginsville, Mo.; Wendell Lenhart, Clinton, Mo.; Harry Taylor, NSS on
the Coast; Louis Griefe, Windsor, Mo.;
Hugh Gardner and Ed Harris, Neosho,
Mo.; Carl Sproule, State, Hutchinson;
Warren Webber, St. John, Kas.; Bill Blair,
Osborne, Kas.; Kate Blair, Belleville, Kas.;
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Robison, Grant City,
Mo.; Earl Kerr, Albany and Bethany, Mo.;
Homer Strowig, Abilene, Kas.; Cle Bratton,
Council Grove, Kas.; Mr. and Mrs. C. C.
Rhodes, Warsaw, Mo.; G. J. Spencer, Trenton, Mo.; Gus Diamond, Arkansas City and
Salina, Kas.
The booth of Shirley Booth’s Booth
Theatre at Rich Hill, Mo., burned, Saturday night, April 15 . . . Chuck School,
Metro auditor, is here . . . Carl Shalit,
district manager of Columbia, spent several days this week at the local exchange.
Leon
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Abraham,

Metro

booker, has a new

of Iowa

tice code and
ing) Bill.

the Neely

< anti-block

book-

car, Oldsmobile

.

. .

Walt

Lambader

of

and his sister, Vivian, were concerned in an automobile accident a week
ago — at 17th and Holmes St. A truck ran
into the Lambader car. Walt was uninjured, but his sister suffered minor injuries.
Bob

Withers,

C. M. Parkhurst,

Bud

Riley

Johnny Scott left for Chicago Wednesday to attend the Republic convention.

The “3838 Woodland Corp.” has been
formed to operate the Colonial. E. E.
Webber, who has been in charge of the
theatre, will continue. W. D. Fulton is
interested in the corporation, which brings
him back to an operation he conducted
for several years.
A study

in paradox

reject the fair trade practice code, feeling
that the present draft is inadequate to
correct existing abuses entirely. A unanimous vote was cast to support the Neely
Bill now before Congress.
H. E. Rehfield of the Iowa Theatre at
Bloomfield, la., was elected to the vacancy
on the board of directors. W. B. Franke
of the Humota Theatre in Humboldt was
elected vice-president. November was designated as the month for the annual meeting this year.

would reverse the present setup so that the
exhibitor would have to solicit each distributor instead of, as at present, the distributor soliciting the exhibitor.
Cassil stressed

the impossibility

of view-

ing each film by the independent exhibitor who lives outside the exchange center,
and especially the one that lives from 50
to 400 miles away.
“I will admit
many
the

that

there

are

a

great

evils connected with the motion picture business, from the producer down to
ultimate consumer. We have been

working, through our association for several years, toward a fair trade practice
code that would remove these evils. A
temporary code has been adopted whereby

This

Metro,

and

After hearing the committees’ reports,
the convention voted to neither accept nor

the exhibitor will receive a 20 per cent cancellation privilege on his future contracts.

K A Y C HE IE
THE ROW : M. B. Pressley, Savannah,
Mo., who has taken over the Belton
at Belton, Mo., from Verne Goucher; J.

Allied-ITO

pointed committees to report back Tuesday on the legislation under consideration.

the

he said that in his opinion “if producers
and distributors will treat the fair trade

QN

— The

Bill, Cassil said that “I’m opposed, as an
exhibitor, to both block booking and blind

on

using two pictures on each program. This would necessitate my buying
eight separate contracts every week, and
in order to secure eight pictures it would

the industry will be completely and equitably eradicated. Abuses of block booking.

Moines

Following a luncheon at Hotel Kirkwood Monday, Leo Wolcott, president, ap-

his remarks

vention,” Cassil said.
Cassil commented frequently on the new
trade pact in his appearance in Congress
against the Neely bill. On his return here

practice code with complete sincerity,
there is no question but that the evils of

Des

and Nebraska met here April 17-18 to
consider the latest draft of the trade prac-

Neely

Introducing

was

“We are inviting all exhibitors to bring
to the convention the story of any complaint or grievance they may have, and

Favor Neely Bill

is the advertisement

in my opinion will solve the independent exhibitor’s block booking troubles. I know that, personally, being given

the opportunity to cancel one picture out
of every five that I buy will permit me to
eliminate those pictures that might be
unprofitable

objectionable

to the pub-

Under-production, Mr. Cassil said, was
one of the industry problems at the present time, and one aggravated by double
features. He added that the Neely Bill
would “inevitably result in lessened and
still further lessened production. This, in
my opinion, is the greatest danger that
would arise from the enactment of the
Neely Bill or any other measure which
would retard and expensify production.”
Even if the Neely Bill would do what its

of the Westport the other day: “Ladies —
The Creamer and Sugar Together Tonite

sponsors

or Three Dinner Forks or Bakeware
“ You Can’t Take It With You.”

for all and
concluded.

Free.”

and

lic that I serve.”
A circuit of a number of theatres that
has one buyer of film anyway would not
be put out to any extent by the Neely
Bill where the independent exhibitor
would, Cassil said.

claim that it will do,” its enactment must inevitably result in distress
the

benefit

BOXOFFICE

of none,”
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TRANSFORMING
the Omaha Theatre to
resemble the old Opera House of 1869
for the world premiere of “Union Pacific”
is keeping Manager Eddie Forester in trim
these days. The house will be an exact
duplicate with that false front and Forester
has had to round up everything including
a pot-bellied stove for the lobby. There
will be special lights, too, and a hundred
other ancient items, which have had to
be collected.
John Morphet, St. Louis, and Eddie Verichetto, Chicago, have been transferred here
by Columbia to the sales force of the
Omaha office . . . Robert B. Berke has
been transferred from Detroit by 20th-Fox
to the Omaha office. He replaces Carl
Reese, who resigned to join Republic.
Berke will cover the South Platte territory.
Reese is continuing his residence in Omaha
but is traveling in Iowa.
D. V. McLucas, United Artists manager,
was a Des Moines visitor early this week
.

. . Ras Anderson, WB
fined to his home with

shipper, is conpneumonia. The

WB

force is anxious for his speedy recovery. . . Paramount employes will go
cowboy starting Monday. They will be
dressed in clothes of the 1869 vintage. The

transformation is for “Union
which you should have guessed.

Pacific,”

Mrs. Walter Smit, Fort Riley, Kas., the
former Ethel Good, visited with Regina
Molseed, RKO, several days last week. She
keeps informed on local Filmrow doings
by tear sheets from Boxoffice, which Miss
Molseed religiously forwards every week
. . . Fran Williams at 20 th-Fox was absent
several days last week with a late siege
with the flu . . . Marion

C. Larson

ing in Ted
big premiere

office during

Emerson’s
rush.

is helpthe

Eight Kansas
Run

City Theatres

Triples on Sundays

Kansas City — Plenty of spots are using
triple bills these days to offset competiticn
and weak business. Last Sunday three

when

features were offered by the Circle, Bagdad, Roanoke, Bijou, Baltis, Mokan, Central, and Murray. The Circle sold its program for 15 cents, the Bagdad for 10 cents;
the Roanoke and Bijou for 10 cents; the
Baltis, Mokan, Murray and Central for 15
cents.

Double bills have become regular fare
for 95 per cent of the theatres here as
well as in most other larger towns and
cities of the territory. As a matter of
fact, exhibitors consider it extremely
doubtful whether double bills ever will be
displaced as the customary film fare.
Gradually showmen are coming to the
conclusion that what was at first consid-

Exhibitors
atre

was

have

found

unshuttered

that

in general

last week

so

the

public could hear Mischa Elman, violinist
. . . The Warner force wants to thank the
exhibitors for their help in the Sears
Drive which closed last week.
The Ballantyne Co. has announced the
installation of Magic Weather cooling systems at the State, Holstein, la.; Cozy,
Wagoner, Okla.; Roseland and Lothrop,
Omaha;; Roxy, Crystal City, Mo.; Ozark,
St. Clair, Mo. New Duo “Sound Master”
equipment has been installed in the Ritz,
Winner, S. D., by the Ballantyne Co. . . .
Mary Francis has been appointed office
manager at Monogram under the new
franchise
very busy

holder, Sol Francis. She’s
young lady these days.

a

Jake Rachman, formerly film critic for
the Omaha Bee-News, now creator of the
Town Tattler column in the World-Herald,
is gaining fame. Local eateries have a new
sandwich on the boards. It is the Town
Tattleburger . . . B. A. Tomte, Paramount
salesman, is recovering from bronchial
pneumonia, which has kept him off the
job for the past two weeks.

offering

a bargain

it is essential

offer a real one, which is what
tres did in this instance.

to

the thea-

ered a phenomenon of the depression actually has become a permanent feature of
film entertainment. No matter how good
business may be in the future, the public
has been trained to expect doubles, and
will continue to demand them, in the opinion of observers. One factor in this connection is that there is a growing list of
competitors to the screen, including the
rather vague, but nevertheless gigantic,
shadow of television.
Since

doubles

now

are

the

accepted

thing, few exhibitors ever think of a program in any other terms, and have sought
to learn the best way of presenting two
features. This definitely is a more complicated task in many cases than presenting a single with selected short subjects.
The emotional reaction of the public to
one film shouldn’t cancel out, or wear out,
its reaction to the second film. Again, for
the subsequent run operator, there is always the problem of selecting a combination that will not contain a feature that
has been seen too many times elsewhere ; in
other words, one good feature may not
take money because the other film already
has had too many patrons.

Cliff Lewis, Paramount publicity executive, opened offices in the Fontenelle Hotel last week in advance of the premiere
. . . L. C. Friedman, National Screen Service, Des Moines, was here Wednesday . . .
John McBride, Harry Lefholtz and Carl
Reese left Tuesday night for Chicago and
the Republic sales meeting . . . Mike Roth,
National Screen Service representative
here, visited in Kansas City last week.
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To Orpheum Manager Bill Miskell and
Omaha Manager Eddie Forester orchids in
addition to the prizes given by M-G-M for
top promotion work. Miskell, first place
winner, got a wrist watch. Forester has
a new

traveling bag for second

prize. Mis-

kell’s promotion work with “Honolulu” won
him his prize. Forester did it with “Huckleberry Finn” . . . Bill Trites has been transferred from the Rivoli at Hastings to the
Orpheum here as treasurer by Tri-States.
Trites will replace Jack Kolbo, who has
been pushed up to the job of assistant
manager at the Omaha, succeeding O. N.
Peck, who resigned to move to California.

NOW

BOOKING

Official Motion Pictures of the World's
Heavyweight Boxing Contest Between

IOE LOUIS

|
=
1

I JACK ROPER I

|

1

|

Blow-By-Blow

Knockdowns

WIRE

in Slow

WRITE

Motion

TELEPHONE

=

1

|

Alyce Jane McHenry, Omaha’s famous
upside down stomach girl, was featured in
the newsreel at the Omaha last week. The
fans also saw W. M. Jeffers, president of
the Union Pacific Railroad, with Cecil B.
DeMille, producer of the film, in the trailer
telling the locals about the premiere of

|
=

“Union
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An Extra Premiere

to Meet

" Union Pacific " Demand
Omaha

— So

great

is the

demand

for

tickets for the world premiere of “Union
Pacific,” to be held here April 28, that
a midnight premiere will be held at the
Orpheum starting at 11:15 the same night.
When tickets for the public went on sale
at the Omaha for the regular premiere,
they lasted but two hours and the line
started forming at 5:30 a. m. in advance
of the 10 a. m. boxoffice opening.
The

Omaha had previously been scheduled to stage the premiere with the Orpheum and Paramount theatres, all TriStates Theatre Corp. houses, showing the
film exclusively to Union Pacific railroad
employes and members of the company’s
Old Timer clubs.
In an effort to meet public demand
Evert R. Cummings, Tri-States district
manager, conferred with Paramount officials and arranged the second premiere.
Cecil B. DeMille, producer, the film’s stars,
and other notables will appear at the Orpheum for the midnight show as well as
at the Omaha.

Golden Symbol Spike
Will Be Displayed
to

Omaha — The original golden spike, driven
complete the Union Pacific railroad,

will be on display here at the world premiere of “Union Pacific.”
The spike will be exhibited as a central
feature of a historical exposition at the

Des Moines

Omaha Taking On
Locale of 1869

Group
Des

miere of “Union Pacific,” which will be
celebrated here starting Wednesday and
continuing through Saturday.
Officially the celebration does not start
until Wednesday morning but many stores,
especially taverns, have taken on oldtime
fronts.
growers

are

as

numerous

Shows

Moines — The

Films
final program

of the

Des
was

Omaha — Omaha started taking on the
appearance of an 1869 city last week as
costumes, decorations and false store fronts
moved in as forerunner of the world pre-

Whisker

Fine Arts

as

ladies’ new spring hats and members of
the many whisker clubs in the city have
been holding regular gatherings.
Omaha believes the celebration will set
a new high for premieres and is going all
the way to create a standard.
There will be parades, banquets, luncheons, dances and exhibitions to be topped
by the double premiere, which will be
staged at the Omaha and Orpheum theatres, the latter in a midnight show.

Fight Films Legal
Des Moines — Gov. George A. Wilson has
signed the bill to permit the showing of
prize fight pictures in Iowa legally. The
pictures have been shown without regard
for the law for a number of years here.

Moines Fine Arts Ass’n’s film survey
presented Tuesday night at the Jewish Community center.
Pictures in condensed versions were A1

Jolson’s

“The

Jazz

Singer,”

filmed

in

1927; “All Quiet on the Western Front,”
produced in 1930; Walt Disney’s first
Mickey Mouse, “Steamboat Willie,” and a
Fox Movietone talking picture interview
with George Bernard Shaw.
The association sponsored a series of
five motion picture programs which traced
the American film from its earliest form
to the talking picture of today. The pictures were supplied by the New York Museum of Modern Art film library.

Toss Stench
Minneapolis —
from the Century

Bomb

A stench bomb
Theatre balcony

tossed
during

the showing of “Topper Takes a Trip”
caused 1,000 patrons also to take a trip —
outside the showhouse to escape the obnoxious odor. The management refunded
admission to most of them. It is believed
that the bomb was thrown by a youth of
high school age.

Kaye— on
“Homework"
Hollywood
“Homework,”
a Paramount
comedy with Mary Boland and Charlie
Ruggles, is being scripted by Louis Kaye.

city auditorium, April 26-29.
It will be brought here under armed
guard and it will be the first time it has
left California since it was taken there
after

completion of the railroad at Promontory Point, Utah, May 10, 1869.

A Free
Omaha,

Day Between
Council Bluffs

Omaha — Supporters for a free bridge
across the Missouri River here between
Omaha and Council Bluffs will have their
day on the date of the world premiere of
“Union Pacific,” April 28.
Ak-Sar-Ben, owners of the bridge, who
hope to some day make it free, have announced that it will be toll free on that
date to enable the Iowans to get over for
the big event at no extra cost and return.

" Pygmalion " Promotion
Nets 8 "Plain" Women
Lincoln — Ed Vaughan’s exploitation
stunt for “Pygmalion” here turned into a
dual property. Not only did it provide
assist picture ammunition, but it disclosed
something about the nature of women in
general.
Stunt was to transform some plain
woman

into a glamour girl. To get material, he placed an ad in the paper ask-

ing for a “plain, homely, and beauty shopuntouched woman.”
Of the 46,000 women, all ages, in Lincoln, eight applicants showed up, which
was

nominal

admittance

that

they

con-

sidered themselves at least “plain,” if not
“homely.”
Vaughan figures the finding reveals the
vanity in woman is at least 99.44 per cent
present.
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BOBback and
Barbara Livingston arrived
from a trip taking in Hollywood
and the San Francisco Fair. Bob was the
guest of Y. Frank Freeman at Paramount
and Director Lloyd Bacon at Warner . . .
Jack Hanssen, announcer on the Lincoln
Theatres Corp. roadshow, will be married
to Vera Nelson, a stenog, April 30 . . .
Joe Scott was in town having so much
trouble selling one film, he threatened to
become an exhibitor himself to prove it
was

good.

Alvin Hendricks says it’s a lie that Howard Federer warms his feet on him at
night . . . Ed Vaughan declares the wages
of sin
raised
grens
quarts

and house managers haven’t been
in 2,000 years . . . The M. E. Lofhad a third anniversary and five
celebration last week. Lofgren was

quoted

as saying there’s a reason for anniversaries and New Years coming once
a year . . . Nebraska theatre doorman
estimates 6,000 people stopped to look over
the 10 -gallon hat with the autographs of
the Dodge City “stars” excursion written
thereon, brought back by Barney Oldfield,
of the Sunday Journal and Star.
Flattery

item:

Boxoffice

(Lincoln)

rated a closeup in Universal’s newsreel with
Jane Wyman at the Dodge City parade.
Tip from Paramount’s front office says
Barbara Stanwyck’s film commitments may
keep her from making the “Union Pacific”
jaunt. There are enough others to go
around anyway . . . Charlie Morehead was
up from Beatrice to pick up some film

for a Sunday midnight show. Says his
wife and daughter are in Colorado . . .
Harold Hellerich is counting the days until
Hopalong
to handle

Cassidy once more
at the Lincoln.

becomes

his

First day the “Tobacco Road” tickets
went on sale at the Liberty, George F.
Monroe, the manager, says 275 seats were
sold. That’s one-eighth capacity and the
legiter doesn’t come in until May 4 . . .
Theatre Row is slightly interested in the
danceries’ attempt to get out of their
deadly competitive situation. Means the
prices will probably advance, and make
the theatres once more inviting to the
weekend customers who now hoof for a
quarter . . . Incidentally, speaking of “Tobacco Road,” John Miles, formerly holder
of the job now handled by Merle Potter on
man.
the Minneapolis Journal, is the advance

do

Glenn Trump,
the theatre

Journal sports writer, will
Row beat for Boxoffice

April 22-May 6, while the regular finger
for the paper is in New York loud- shirting
and World’s Fairing . . . Wally Johnson,
with a couple of girls in tow, was in town
for a dance and announced he had been
having a great time on the west coast for
a couple of months.
Bill Lindeman, once with J. H. Cooper
Enterprises in Colorado, is in California
building aeroplanes . . . Mr. and Mrs.
George Monroe sr. are thinking of a long
vacation somewhere.
BOXOFFICE
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Don Davis Retains Top
Place in Pin Battle
is in a dither because
CJTAN MAYER
someone accidentally destroyed a film
chart

he’d

been saving which was published in Boxoffice some time ago. He’s
writing Kaycee for another. Just proves
the lasting quality of some Boxoffice material (not our stuff) . . . Wheel The sisters at St. Catherine’s may see “Sweethearts” yet. G. Ralph Branton says he’ll
see to it. We doff our funny-looking new
spring bonnet to you, G. Ralph; sure, ’tis
a heart as big as a wash tub you must be
havin’.

Ken Clayton wore his house slippers
( very floppy ones) to a screening Monday
evening. Why? Well, first he got his
booties very wet hunting Boxoffice on
Grand Ave. during that very damp April
blizzard; second, the broggans in question
had holes in both soles anyhow; third, he
wanted
. . . We

to win a bet that he wouldn’t dare
challenge

to pistols at dawn

who-

ever said we have a pick on Tri-States.
WE HAVE NOT. In fact, we think the
joint has a corner on swell people, and that
settles that.
A

terrific bill poster exploiting Mono-

to film “Angela is 22” which played here
a while back . . . Why is there such a
dearth of blonds (male) on the Row? Art
Anderson, Friedman, Thiele and Carter,
with Don West in the stellar role are the
only ones we can think of off hand . . .
Tilton (oh, yes, another blond) is doing
right well for “Man of Conquest’’ here
with a full page picture in color on last
Sunday’s Magazine and a 11:30 screening
for the independent exhibitors Monday
. . . Monogram strutted its stuff on the
“Streets of New York” the same evening
at the Family.
Boxoffice

our

Variety Club

to Dantes

Inferno,

too.

Mel Evidon is kicking up his heels because his office won first place in Columbia’s national personal achievement campaign, which ended March 18. He’s still
not satisfied, though, and has goaded the
boys into first place of the pre-convention
liquidation campaign, which
started
March 18 and will run until May 12. Bing
Miller is taking one week of his vacation
now to visit St. Louis. (Note to Bing:
Please feex it up for us with that tall, dark
man at Columbia. He’s mad at us and we
know nothing excepting that you’re it).
Word O’ the Week: “goluptious” . . .
We hope that Chick Friedman’s promised
picnic proves as goluptious as his Christmas party . . . Opal Judd is a rare combination, clever and thoughtful, too . . .
Thanks to Monogram, that cute “Tailspin
Tommy” plane is zooming around our ears
with Pilot Mitzi at the controls . . . Walt
“Dimples” Lohman curses us about the
publicity we give him, then crabs because
we failed to mention him as being among
those present in Chi last week . . . and
they call us ladies inconsistent! .... That
was a mighty handsome gal doing the
Lambeth with Joe Ancher at the Tromar
Thursday . . . Speed
ing around again.

Lambert’s

been

hang-

Sinclair Lewis and John J. Wildberg are
forming an independent unit on the coast
BOXOFFICE
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the DM

expects

R&T

Einton Jones
Film
Delivery
Don Davis
Barkers

by

GUIDE

Phone:

18th St.

Blvd.

Victor 8796

Theatre Equipment
Wichita, Kas.

878
952

1000
862

1003
841

2941
2351

.

810
836

086

W.1
2
1

2
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1
2

1
02

2
1
3

2

1
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3
0
Pet.
.564
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.526
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.423
.385

SCORES

Air Conditioning

Engineering

and

Corp.

18th St. — Kansas

City, Mo.

SERVICE

K. C. SOUND
Sound

SERVICE

Equipment

and

1818 Wyandotte St.
W. P. Humston

SOUND

Service
HA

4783

ENGINEER

ENGINEER

0134

C. R. BUTLER

St. Joseph, Mo.
Phones

2-2153

~

K. M. T. A.
Harrison

'

Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation

Co., Indp't
Phone

I

Sound System Installation and Service
Midwest Service Corporation
2606 Monterey St.

IATIONS

John Staple, Pres.

National

Syncrofilm

ASSOC
EXHIBITOR
Independent
Theatre
Owners Association
1214 Brush Creek Road — VAlentine 2770
E. E. Webber jr., Pres. John Wolfberg, Sec.
18th St. —

2595
2587
2790

THE EXHIBITOR

3345

Stebbins Theatre Equipment Co.
1804 Wyandotte St.
C. H. Badger, Mgr.
Phone: GRand

128 W.

785
878

. .
. . .

SOUND

Tel'. HArrison

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

2494
2381

861
873
912

VI. 3535

Great Western Stage Equipment Co.
817 Holmes St.
T. L. Greening, Mgr.
Phone: Victor 9078

Southwest

849
834

Harlan
Everett, 591; Walter
Lambader,
584; Chuck School, 584; Norris Cresswell, 560;
Charles Siebenthaler, 559; Jimmie Lewis, 555;
Leon Abraham,
552; Walter Kirkham,
551.

109 W.

Central Theatre Equipment Company
Western Electric - Mirrophonic Sound
Motiograph Projectors
E. C. Leeves, General Manager
130 W.

878
836

to Sell.

A. A. Electric Machinery Co.
Ernest Amoneno, Mgr.
St.

MONDAY
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AIR CONDITIONING

Why Pay More?
G. A. Peterson
1389
316 Southwest
Kansas City, Mo.

1117 Cherry

the for-

CITY TERRITORY

Peterson “Freezem" Mlg. & Sales Co.
Blowers, washers, spray nozzels, office and
home units.

HA.

887
LAST

INDIVIDUAL,

FOR

SUPPLIES

Offer — Priced

Cresswell,

850 2548
700
STANDINGS
TEAM
Won
I.ost
41
34
Don
Davis
. 44
. 44
34
Cinema
Club
. 42
36
Cresswell Photos
Einton Jones
36
. 36
37
National Screen
. 42
42
Variety Club Barkers
45
. 33
Dubinsky Bros. . . .
Film Delivery ....
48

itself

KANSAS

Special

successive

DIRECTORY

A HANDY

AND

second

758
856

Cresswell Photos
Cinema Club

McKinney , and the Two Lou’s, Elman and Levy. The big idea is to elect
officers and reopen the club.

EQUIPMENT

with

....

Dill, inskv Bros.
National Screen

and

TRADE

positions

RESULTS

that

to spread

chew-

ing its nails until it hears who’s in the
dough . . . Universal folks cleared out Monday for their convention in Chicago. Boss
Jerry Spandau will join them there from
Pittsburgh. Joe Smith (the little guy with
a yen for a Hudson Bay blanket) says
going

scooped

know

the

mer league leader. Cinema Club’s threegame victory over Cresswell last Monday is
what did the trick.

with a big ( whoops ! We mean “colossal”)
stag at the Savory, May 5. The committee in charge includes Nate Sandler; lies

April 15, the force received a telegram from Sears a yard long, but no mention of who won what. Since the midwest
division was in first place the week ending

they’re

should

trading

umn on the front page . . . wouldn’t you
say we’re on our toes (or on the R & T’s) ?

Drive

is sitting around

publication

shots

City — For

two games in last Monday’s matches were
relinquished to the Barkers. Cinema Club
has moved from third place to second,

three weeks on that individual-buyingpower prosperity story ... it ran finally
last week, taking three-quarters of a col-

gram’s latest product now stares in the
Vitagraph second-floor windows, and it’s
getting on the harrassed Warner staff’s
nerves . . . With the ending of the Sears

April 1, the gang

big

Kansas

week the Don Davis boys have kept on top
of the Variety Bowling league, although

4825

R. 'R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

"Service

2-4012 — 2-4115

As Near

SCREEN
Alexander
Motion

As Your

Telephone”

PUBLICITY
Film

Company

Picture Advertising

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa
239 East 72nd Terrace
Phone:

Hlland

2694
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MAX ROTH,
Republic district manager, paid a visit to Gilbert Nathan-

advertising sales department head, rated
front page with picture mid story on his

son, local branch
Saari an addition

“rescue” of occupants oj a burning house.
Fact that no one was at home to be saved

manager . . . Herbert
to the 20th-Fox office

staff . . . Ray A. O’Brien, RKO home office representative, in town . . . Irving
Gillman happy because “Ecstasy” is knocking ’em dead at his newly-acquired Time
Theatre. Looks as though he’ll clean up a
lot of dough on this one . . . Harold B.
Johnson, Universal branch manager, visited Duluth and Superior accounts . . . Morton Van Praag, president of Nation-Wide
Coupon Distributing Corp., here conferring
with his local distributors, Tom and Ed
Burke.
“Bruzz” Rubel, stock broker and Twin
City Variety Club member, is a double
for Ricardo Cortez. Last week a
gal
stowed

him

on

the

street for his auto-

graph, saying “you’re Ricardo Cortez,
aren’t you.” Rubel replied in the negative,
but the maiden couldn’t be convinced that
he was telling the truth . . . “Mikado in
Swing” proved one of the biggest stage
shows ever to play the Orpheum here . . .
Moe Levy, 20 tli-Fox district manager, to
Omaha on business.
Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included Don Buckley, Redwood Falls,
Minn.; Mrs. Helen Lehman, Enderlin, N.
D. ; Ed Gleason, Osseo, Wis.; Chantelois
and North, Iron River, Wis.; A. F. Gumm,
Rib Lake, Wis.; Harry Knowlton, Plum
City, Wis., and Tom Novack, Glencoe,
Minn. . . . Twin City Variety Club members who will attend the national convention in Detroit, Mich., late this month include Chief Barker W. A..Steffes, W. H.
Workman, Abe Kaplan, Ben Friedman,
George Granstrom, Bennie Berger, Eddie
Ruben, Ben Blotcky and Syd Volk.
Pat

Luce,

secretary

to

Joe

inspires the name “Wrong Way Kelly.”
By the way, Kelly has requested that exhibitors refrain from telephoning him at
Cherry 5353 too late at night, as baby is
sleeping.
Charles

DuRyck

in and

out of time at a

furious pace these days in quest of Teno-Win customers . . . Sam
Zuckman,
owner of the Mounds Theatre, St. Paul,
claims that Marty Lebedoff, Minneapolis
exhibitor, has nothing on him when it
comes to “three of a kind.” For additional
information, send self-addressed envelope
to the Mound Theatre . . . Ben Spewak
plans to handle the riding stables himself
when he builds his proposed combination
theatre and horse academy at SavageBloomington . . . Believes this sport will
take with Twin City people. Is considering a trip to the west coast to confer with
Darryl Zanuck on the purchase of polo
ponies for the venture.
Jack Wright made the front page in
the Red Wing, Minn., newspapers on his
anniversary as manager of the Auditorium
there . . . Tom and Eddie Burke are reporting a big response to their Nationwide
Movie Cash deal . . . Leonard Amdur, Fiddlers’ club treasurer, made the sports page
of the Journal via a letter to Halsey Hall,
sports writer . . . What was Dick Wagner, genial Sioux Falls, S. D., doing in
Flandreau

t’ other

day?

. . . Jan

By TOMMY

20 th-Fox branch manager, vacationing
. . . Universal sales staff off to Chicago

'J'HE South

convention this week . . . Sportsmen’s
Show drew tremendous crowds to the
Auditorium for a week and probably hurt
theatre grosses plenty . . . Charlie Weiner, Monogram co-franchise holder, was
accompanied by his wife and child on his
last trip into North Dakota. They remained at Bismarck while he covered the
territory . . . The Lyceum, legit roadshow

at Mitchell on May 8. Dean
of Canton is president.

Charlie

Stoeflet,

M-G-M

Dakota
Owners’
organization will holdTheatre
a general
meeting
“Red”

Nash

Ed Sorenson of Elkton, S. D., has taken
over the Bruce Theatre, Bruce, from Guy
Abbott.
R. W. Brewer is erecting a new theatre
at Letcher, to be ready about June 1.
Herb

Borah is redecorating and installing new sound equipment in his theatre at Bryant.

Ike

Sorenson, State Theatre, Chamberlain, in Minneapolis over the weekend.

salesman,

passing the cigars and candy. He’s a
proud and happy daddy — a girl and his
first . . . Harry Hirsch and his right hand
man, Harry Katz, of the Gayety (stock
burlesque), frequent luncheon guests now
at the Twin City Variety Club . . . First

Jimmy
Eshelman, city manager at
Huron for Minnesota Amusement Co.,
leaves for Washington, D. C„ next week as
South Dakota delegate to the American
Red Cross convention. While in the east
Dr. and Mrs. Eshelman will visit the New
York

Paramount
pulling ’em
territory.

installing new popcorn machines, according to H. W. Lane, representative for the
Burch Manufacturing Co. in this territory.

Emery Eckberg, manager of the South
St. Paul Hollywood Theatre, sporting a
new
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Dodge

. . . “Kelly”

Evidon,

Warner

Frosch,

World’s

Numerous

Fair.
South

Dakota

exhibitors

are

Among those putting in machines recently were Charlie Schinkel, Groton; B. C.
Hoover, Gettysburg; Vita Theatre,
fish; Lee Altfellisch, Clark.

Spear-

live-wire

National

Theatre

Supply fellow, Hiawatha ’d to Milwaukee
and back this past weekend . . . Bob Frenzel, former St. Paul showman and now in
business in Detroit, Mich., is reported as
abandoning all his vows of bachelorhood
in favor of that fateful step . . . Ray Close,
the tall, blonde and handsome m. c. at
Pantages Theatre, likes girls with pretty
smiles, so it seems. At least one.
Did

You Know Department: Earl Maxwell, the affable sound man, once was an
undertaker . . . W. A. Steffes at one time
operated the Northern Bar on Broadway
. . . Billy Elson in his more ambitious days
sold books at the Anna Eva Fay performances. Once was a writer on Variety, theaatrical publication. Later was an Orpheum
and RKO
circuit booking agent . . . Al
Hill was a go-getter
Fargo, N. D., hi the
days????
Pantages

Theatre,

shoe salesman in
more adventurous

15-cent

loop

grind

house, is spotting “Lone Star Ranger”
serial as a Saturday afternoon attraction,
marking the first time this house has
gone for the cowboy stuff . . . Paramount
already is starting to plug “Union Pacific” with cards and banners in its exchange here . . . C. W. Aaron, M-G-M
traveling auditor, a visitor . . . George
Ostrund planning a remodeling job at
(Continued on next page)

Notes

CHARACK
Harold Lyons, 20th
man, is getting great
exhibitors

for the

Century-Fox salessupport from local

“Harold

Lyons’

Anni-

versary Date Drive.”
A deal has just been closed whereby
Charles Lee will operate both theatres in
Parker.

The Capitol, which was constructed less than a year ago by its operator, A. Chapman, was running in opposition to the S. T. theatre, owned and operated by the Estee interests for the past 12

years. Besides taking over these two theatres, Lee will continue to operate his theatres at Marion and Bridgewater.
Joe Jacobs,

new

manager

of the Omaha

Columbia

exchange, was renewing acquaintances during the past week with
South Dakota exhibitors served out of the
Omaha office. Some years ago Joe was
manager for Universal before it closed its
Sioux Falls office. He made a host of
friends in this vicinity.
Ernie

“Beachcomber” engagement in one of the
territory’s smaller key towns proved a
rip-roaring boxoffice success. Another
winner, “Midnight,” also is
in profitably throughout the

Matt

South Dakota

Podoloff,

house, gets another attraction — “Kiss the
Boys Goodbye,” April 28 and 29 . . . Gordie Greene had Joe Griffin, popular tenor
who has played many engagements at the
Minnesota and State here, as his Palace
headliner last week.

Jannsen

exploited “Gunga Din” at his Lyric Theahats.tre here by having his staff wear jungle

Koeniguer

has

taken

over

the

Broadway at Centervills, and will continue his operation of theatres at Bristol
and Clear Lake and at Heron Lake, Minn.
With nearly every newsreel carrying
shots of the sensational premiere of
“Dodge

City” at Dodge City, Kas., all exhibitors are literally fighting for early
dates on this epic Technicolor production.
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Sees " Moderate " Upswing
During Second Quarter
New York — Although theatre attendance
and boxoffice receipts are expected to hold
at levels only slightly in excess of last
year, the industry will experience “moderately improved conditions” during the
second quarter of 1939, says Poor’s Publishing Co., in a survey.
“Reduced amortization charges on films
recently released will allow the showing
of better earnings, even should theatre attendance show no gain from the present
level,” the forecast goes.
Contrasting with this fairly satisfactory
outlook, a combination of political factors are disturbing, is the observation.
These are the government suit, the Neely
bill and threats of National Labor Relations Board hearings on wages, strikes and
union activities.
“It appears logical, however,” says the
report, “that should the producers be
forced to eliminate their theatre investments from their corporate setups, common shareholders would receive their pro
rata equity in both producing and exhibitinging divisions, through distribution of
stock.”

KAO

Dividend

New York — KAO has declared a $1.75
dividend on the seven per cent cumulative preferred out of operating surplus,
payable July 1 to stockholders of record,
June 15.

How

MINNEAPOLIS
(Continued
his St. Paul De
Dunas, Columbia

from

preceding

Tracy Will Appear in
" Boys Town" Sequel

page)

Luxe Theatre . . . Phil
manager, in town.

Carl Krueger of Jam-Handy, was in
town to confer with Charlie Weiner, his
local distributor . . . Wife of Joe Behan,
Warner head booker, back in
Hospital for a minor operation
Kent, independent Hollywood
was here conferring with Reno
roadshow and state rights
relative

to his newest

St. Mary’s
. . . Willis
producer,
Wilk, local
distributor,

production,

“Mad

Omaha — Spencer
more

when

once

M-G-M

may

start pro-

Plot of the new film has not been decided upon, but the actor and the priest
discussed possibility of telling the story of
one or more of the boys from the time
they leave the home.
Tracy stopped here on his way to New
York, from where he expects to sail for a
short vacation in Europe.

Okla. Theatre Supply Is
Ready

lor Kaycee

Entry

Oklahoma City — J. Eldon Peak, president of the Oklahoma Theatre Supply Co.,
has announced that a formal opening of

Visiting Stars Appear

the firm’s Kansas City offices at 126-128
West 18th street will be held shortly, following completion of redecoration. L. J.
Kimball has been named to handle sales

Forest Lake, Minn. — With Bess Ehrhardt, Roy Shipstead and Oscar Johnson,
skating stars of the M-G-M
film and
flesh-and-blood show, “Ice Follies of 1939,”
vacationing here when the picture was
scheduled for showing at the Forest Lake
Theatre, Frank Fowler, owner of the
house, got a break. All three agreed to
make a personal appearance in connection

for Heywood-Wakefield

chairs.

HollywoodScript
— Warner
has assigned Vin"BoYCott"
cent Sherman and Lee Katz to prepare

the film’s showing.

the

motion

will appear

called “Father Flanagan,”
duction in September.

opening date for the Harold Field-Harold
Kaplan new $150,000 suburban theatre at
St. Louis Park.

to operate

Tracy

Flanagan

produces a sequel to “Boys Town,” it was
announced here following a conference
between Tracy and Msgr. E. J. Flanagan,
whom the actor portrayed in the film to
win the 1938 Academy award.
The picture, which will probably be

Herb Blass, Warner office manager,
Youth.”
trying to shake off a cold and singing
bass to the employes . . . Father of Mabel
Bemis, Warner inspectress, passed away
in Monmouth, 111. . . . Ben Friedman, Max
Torodor, Syd Volk and Billy Elson are
working hard on the Jewish Federation
drive . . . May 10 is set as the tentative

with

as Father

script on

“Boycott.”

picture theatres

profitably
Here is a new book full of HOW TO DO IT information, written by a man
who believes that the first objective of theatre management is to make money.
In this book he covers motion picture theatre management from A to Z,
giving the best results of years of experience as a guide in establishing
successful policies, building profitable business, and efficiently operating any
size theatre.

The Management of
Motion Picture Theatres
By FRANK

Get

This Great

Management!

Aid

GET

to Theatre

H. RICKETSON,

Ir.

President, Fox Inter-Mountain Theatres, Inc.

IT TODAY!!
Send check or money

375 pages, 6x9, illustrated, $3.50
order to

ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS, 4704 East Ninth Street, Kansas City, Missouri
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September Meeting
For W. Va. 1TO
Clarksburg, W. Va. — Independent
Theatre Owners of West Virginia will
hold its first annual convention here in
September, Danny
Davis, secretary,
stated this week. This exhibitor group
is

expected

States

to

join

national

Cleveland — A discussion

Allied

"Sales Tax Applies
To Distributors"
of the

state

of several trade

practices as they affect local independent
subsequent run operations, begun last week,
was continued here Wednesday, with nearly the complete membership of the Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors Ass’n attending.

Ass'n.

Columbus — Authority

Cleveland MPEA’s Parleys on
Trade Practices Continue

tax

Policies taken up included elimination
from newspaper advertising of all copy
relating to giveaways or to two-for-ones;
the possibility of eventually eliminating
all giveaways in the Greater Cleveland
area; elimination of double features on
Sunday or at least on one change a week,
and the advisability of passing on to the

commission in exempting film distributors
from collecting sales tax on rentals has
been challenged in a taxpayer’s suit filed
in the Franklin County court of appeals.
The specific charge maintains collections
of approximately $1,250,000 are due the
state.
A regulation of the tax commission
exempts collection of sales tax “where the
right to use personal property is conferred by payment of an admission charge.”
In the petition, however, it is claimed
“Rentals of items of tangible property and
retail sales of such items are basis for the
collection of the tax.”
Named in the suit were: Big Feature
Rights Corp., Columbia, GB, Grand National, Loew’s, M-G-M, Monogram, RKO,
Republic, 20th Century-Fox, First National,
Universal, UA, WB and Vitagraph, all with
Cincinnati offices, and Paramount in
Cleveland.
Ohio has had a three per cent sales tax
the past four years.
Representatives of the distributors and
the executive board of the ITO will meet
Thursday in a special session called by
P. J. Wood, ITO of Ohio secretary. They
will discuss methods to be employed by
the industry in assisting the defense of
the commission. The particular interest of
the ITO lies in a contract clause that provides for payment of all taxes within the
state by the exhibitors. An alternative
writ of mandamus, answerable May 20,
was granted by the court.
Ohio

Revenue

To New

Needs

predictions

of Gov-

Slide Film Firm Moves
Sales

Co.,

pro-

ducers of slide films and visual sales presentations, has moved to 3123 E. Jefferson Ave.
BOXOFFICE
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ME

to litigants for ami-

cable adjustment of differences which resulted in affidavits for injunctions to restrain 20th Century-Fox, Warner Bros,
and Paramount from serving product to
the newly erected East Shore Theatre prior
to or simultaneously with the LaSalle Theatre operated by Paul Gusdanovic came
from Judge Lee Skeel in common pleas
court here.
Judge Skeel pointed out that the new
selling season is near and suggested that
a satisfactory agreement for the short
duration of the current season could be
reached out of court.
Hearings for injunctive action against
preferential or equal product to the East
Shore Theatre will ensue in case no agreement is reached.
Gusdanovic claims breach of the clearance and run clauses in his contract, which
he alleged guaranteed him protection
against new theatres in the same zone.

Ohio at Mansfield

Goes

to Single Bills

Mansfield,

ernor Bricker that additional taxes will
be unnecessary, it now appears that others
close to the budget problem have different
opinions. Senator Kane, chairman of the
joint committee on relief, has stated flatly that new taxation measures are necessary. He suggests two alternatives: increase the sales tax from three to four
per cent and add a cent to the gasoline
tax, or increase the admission tax, plus
some sort of new utility taxes.

Detroit — Associated

Cleveland — Advice

Back

Lead

Tax Suggestions

Columbus — Despite

Advises Agreement
On Clearance Tiff

Ohio — The

Ohio

Theatre

will

revert to the single feature policy after
a two weeks’ trial of double features.
While Warner Bros, representatives here
declined to comment on the reason for
abandoning the dual programs, it was
understood that it was the result of general protests over the switch two weeks
ago. Patrons complained the programs
under the new setup were too lengthy.

public the three per cent state tax on
gross admissions which theatres here are
now absorbing.
Because it has long been the policy of
the MPEA to refrain from any legislation
affecting the conduct of any theatre.
President Ernest Schwartz emphasized
that any uniform policy, such as the elimination of premium copy from newspaper
advertisements, can only be accomplished
by individual agreement of members. To
this end, it was voted that a petition covering this item be drafted and acted upon.
It was virtually the unanimous opinion
of the independent exhibitors that they are
opposed to premiums. They also are agreed
that theatre premiums can be stopped only
if giveaways are eliminated from all theatres in the area. No definite action has
been taken on this matter as yet.
Curtailing double features to at least
one change a week, and that change
preferably on the Sunday, was strongly
advocated by Schwartz and organization
spokesmen.
“Double features on Sunday are poor
business,” one of the members stated.
“With the theatre gross at its present
low ebb, and with summer facing us, it
would seem to be good business to play
single features on Sunday with the increased turnover made possible by such a
policy. However, the choice of the days
on which to cut out duals is strictly up
to the individual exhibitor,” he added.
“The Cleveland exhibitors are paying
out of their own pockets a minimum of
$150,000 annually by absorbing the three
per cent state tax on admissions,” F.
Arthur Simon, exhibitor-lawyer, told those
assembled. “By passing this tax on to
the public, which already is 100 per cent
tax-conscious, considerable saving can be
effected ranging from a minimum of $800
for the smallest house to several thousand
dollars for larger houses. Whether this
saving is applied to reduce the losses or
to increase the profit is immaterial, so
long as it can be accomplished.”
Simon advocated adding one cent to admissions above 10 cents, leaving the 10cent admission undisturbed. Members put
this proposed policy on docket for further
discussion.
Buffet luncheon for members
the general meeting.

Fake Solicitors
Are Reported
Detroit — Reports

Schmitts in Celina
Celina,

Ohio — A

new

theatre, the Fay-

ette, has been opened here by Fred
Schmitt and his son, Robert. In past years
the location had been used as a business
block, although sometime back there was
a theatre. The younger Schmitt has been
quite active in theatre work, both locally
and in Ft. Wayne.

preceded

of persons

posing

as

BOXOFFICE
representatives and seeking subscriptions for this publication
from members of the trade in Detroit
and

the surrounding
ed the authorized

H.
a

F. Reves.

area,

have

representative

If you

are

in

reachhere,

doubt

on

solicitation, Reves may be contacted at 424 Book Bldg, or by calling
Cadillac 9085.
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Over 60 Measures Affecting
Trade on Harrisburg Docket
Pittsburgh

— More

than

60 acts affect-

ing the motion picture industry are before
the Pennsylvania legislature in its 13th
week. Several new and drastic measures
have been introduced since last week’s
legislative lineup as published in Boxoffice.

Representative Gates has forwarded an
act i H-1342) which would repeal the Sunday motion picture act of 1935; the enactment of this measure would close all theatres in the state on Sunday. Tire act was
referred to the committee on law and order.
This act has the backing of no less than
a dozen leading Sabbath and reform organizations who are maintaining a sizeable lobby in Harrisburg.
Representative Johnston has introduced
an act to amend the Sunday motion picture act of 1935, by prohibiting children
under 15 years of age to attend theatres
on Sunday. Sponsored by Sabbath groups,
this act (H-1345) is before the committee
on law and order.
Another act, introduced by Representative Malloy, would require theatre manager or employe to summon a police officer whenever any woman becomes so ill
that she requires assistance to leave the
theatre; the officer to secure and note in
writing the automobile or taxi cab registration number; the act provides penalties for violation in the amount of $25 and
costs of prosecution or 30 days imprisonment. Referred to the committee on labor, this act (H-1367) was believed designed because alleged white slavers have
been known to have “needled” victims
while in theatres.
Churches, charitable institutions, fire
companies and police organizations would
be permitted to hold bingo and radio
games upon payment of a fee to the department of revenue, under terms of a new
act (H-1365) introduced by Representative Falkenstein, which has been turned
over to the committee on ways and means.

Variety Convention
To Present Stars

has been declared unconstitutional, but
which decree has been carried to the high
court by Gov. Arthur H. James; and a
state ban on ASCAP.
Representing the MPTO of W. Pa., Inc.,
as exhibitor contact with the situation in
Harrisburg is Fred J. Herrington, veteran
secretary of the organization.
At press time Sen. G. Mason Owlett (R,
Tioga), majority floor leader, and other
members of the legislative finance and
ways and means committee were forwarding an amusement tax and an additional
5 per cent tax on state liquor store sales
to raise approximately 15 million dollars
during the biennium, filling the gap left
by invalidation of the 1935 foreign franchise tax.
Lawmakers

Planning

"Americanism
Harrisburg

—

Day"
Pennsylvania

senate

has

adopted a resolution designating May 1
as “Americanism Day” which is now in the
house before the committee on rules. A
house resolution would establish this June
8 to 14 as Flag Week; the subject now in
the senate is being studied by the committee on education.
An act is before the house which would
require theatres to exhibit the American
flag upon the screen together with the
playing of the National Anthem at the
beginning of each and every performance.

Detroit — Booking

of stellar attractions

for the Variety Club Banquet, to climax
the convention on April 29, is announced
by Chief Barker Perry, with George Jessel
and Ethel Shutta topping the list of those
booked definitely.
Jessel will function as a toastmaster, as
will Norman Prescott of radio fame.
Jessel and Ethel Shutta will also appear
later in the evening at the Midnight Benefit Show to be held at the Fox Theatre.
Among industry leaders who will attend, in addition to those previously listed,
are George W. Weeks, general sales manager of Monogram, and Ned E. Depinet,
vice-president of RKO.
Advance hotel reservations indicate a
record attendance of about 1,200.
City officials will throw open all municipally-controlled enterprises of interest
to Variety members and guests. Many local industrial and civic organizations are
giving special cooperation to convention
committees.
The staff of Henry Ford’s Greenfield
Village will be among the hosts, while executives of larger auto plants, including
Chrysler, Packard, and General Motors,
will entertain with personally-conducted
tours through their plants.
Political Leaders

to

Variety Convention
Detroit — In addition

Velas Plans One
Wheeling,

W. Va. — Chris Velas has plans

for an 800-seat theatre at Woodsdale, between this city and Elm Grove. Ohio and
West Virginia exhibitor expects to have
the Woodsdale theatre ready for opening in September.

to the many

prom-

inent industry figures who will attend the
national Variety convention here April 2829-30,
of the nation’s political leaders willmany
be present.
Gov. Luren D. Dickinson of Michigan is
to be on hand, and other governors expected include Bricker of Ohio, Heil of Wisconsin, and James of Pennsylvania. Mayor

Representative Habbyshaw’s new act (H1265) would amend the counterfeit laws
to provide penalties for “modern” fraudulent methods and artifices to procure the
operation of automatic machines; this is
before the committee on judiciary special.
Exhibitors are again confronted with numerous labor measures, including (H-1034) ,
requiring two operators in the booth at
all times; (H-1044), requiring a licensed
switchboard attendant and asbestos or steel
curtain; <H-1027), requiring inspectors of
projection rooms to be competent projectionists of at least 10 years’ experience.
Other recent acts would establish a
standard admission price at all times;
provide for local option on Sunday fishing;
divorce producers-distributors from exhibition; regulate and tax outdoor advertising; establish a tax of 1 cent of each
admission of 25 cents or fraction thereof;
establish a tax of 25 per cent of the
gross receipts on Sunday admissions; outlaw Bank Night and similar theatre games;
refund license fees collected under the
state chain store and theatre tax act which

52

Exhibitor in Hollywood —
Getting a glimpse into the inner workings of a Hollywood motion picture
studio during a recent visit to the film capital, a party headed by John B.
Sollenberger, operator of a theatre circuit in Harrisburg and Hershey, Pa.,
pauses for the photographer on the Warner lot. The lineup, left to right:
Mrs. Charles F. Zeigler, Mr. Zeigler, Mrs. Sollenberger, Jeffrey Lynn —
studio featured player — and Sollenberger .
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library of educational films in the world.”
“These are sent to the schools of Ohio,”
Dietrich stated, “and they are circulated
at the rate of 500 reels a day. Our library is growing all the time and at present we have more than 1,000,000 feet of
educational films for use in the schools.
We recently completed 22 reels on Ohio
geography

and historial subjects and arrangements have been made to show these
pictures in the Ohio Bldg, at the New York
World’s Fair.
In response to an inquiry as to what
happens to the sums collected from the $3
per reel censorship tax Dietrich said that
all money taken in from censor fees, after
operating expenses have been deducted, is
split two ways. Half of it goes to the
educational library and the other half goes
to the “promotion of Ohio” but a small
part is used each year, the major part
of this half going into general revenue
fund.

Launch Second Gateway —
Columbus, Ohio — The second “Gateway
to Hollywood’’ talent search got under way
here with statewide eliminations and from
an initial field of 100 two promising local
youngsters were selected.
Columbus newspapers helped make the
auditions a success. Many RKO dignitaries
were in town for the “press open house.”
Pictured are (left to right) Nat Holt,

Kelly

of Chicago
standing guest.

is to be

another

out-

The “Creed of Variety” will be presented
for the first time at the banquet by Edgar
A. Guest, famed Detroit poet, who is its
author.
The

list of delegates

complete

list:

Baltimore — Frank
Louis Rome.
Buffalo — Robert
Lavene.

H.

Durkee

and

J.

T. Murphy

and

Jacob

Cincinnati — J. J. Oulahan
Wessel.

and

H.

Cleveland — Nat

Wolf

Columbus — William
Stern.

and

Dallas — R. J. O’Donnell
derwood.

Detroit — Charles
Carlson.
Indianapolis — Sol
Greenberg.
Kansas
H. Jones.

David

C. Pullin

Dayton — R. E. Wells
nett.

and

and

C. Perry

Max

J. B. Un-

and

Greenberg

J.

Miller.

and

Everett

Memphis — M. A. Lightman
Prichard.

Ben-

William

and

Fred

and

Finton

and James

Shurman

and

A.

Oscar

Minneapolis — A1 Steffes and Ben Blotcky.
Omaha — Walter M. Green and A. Mendenhall.
Philadelphia — E. M.
Beresin.
Pittsburgh — Harry
C. Lund.

Horwitz

Kalmine

and
and

Jack

Harold

St. Louis — Roy Colvin and John Walsh.
Washington — Rudolph L. Berger and
A. Julian Brylawski.
BOXOFFICE

lot; Art Willi, New
C. Harry

ger.
Louie

Allman

York

Schreiber,

was

in from

talent

city mana-

New

York

assist house publicity director, Johnny
croft, with the ballyhoo.
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what

said, “We

is censorable
censor

in

Ohio,

chiefly on

two

points, namely moral and political.”
In the morals classification. Dietrich included crime pictures. And politically objectionable pictures, are, in his opinion,
those which tend to affect our citizenship
adversely.

to

Bar-

Censorship Removal
Measure Advances

Cleveland's Variety Club
Delegates Selected
Cleveland — Nat Wolf, Warner zone manager and Variety Club president, has named
the following delegates to attend the national Variety Club gathering in Detroit:
Frank D. Drew, M-G-M branch manager;
Dave Miller, Universal district manager;
Harry H. Goldstein, Paramount district

Columbus — Three measures of vital concern to the industry will be considered
quickly in the Ohio legislature. After much
sidetracking, House Bill 83 proposing complete removal of censorship, will be given

manager, and M. B. Horwitz, general manager of the Washington Circuit. Alternates are Frank Boyd, of American Seating Co. and Peter Klein, attorney.

immediate hearing. At the time a substitute bill will be offered, covering an amendment to the present law that will merely
abolish censorship on newsreels. The ITO
is instrumental in the preparation of the
second bill.

ing are Nat Barach, National Screen Service; Bert Stearn, United Artists district
manager; Milt Harris, director of publicity

House Bill 563 is to legalize dog races.
An interesting angle to this bill is the
bitter dispute caused in the legislature last
week when the Lucas county (Toledo)
prosecutor appeared in opposition — the
author is a representative from the same
county. Senate Bill 232 is an amendment
to the act legalizing horse racing; it will
permit night racing.

Among the local members who have signified their intention to attend the meet-

for Loew’s theatres, and Nate
Monogram franchise owner.

Chief of Education
Talks Censorship
Cleveland — E. N. Dietrich, head of the
Ohio state department of education, was
the chief speaker at one of the meetings
of the Cleveland Cinema Club which celebrated Motion Picture Festival Week from
April 12 to 16. Most of his talk was confined to censorship, its scope, its value and
its place in the community.
Censorship, Dietrich told the members
of the Cinema Club, needs no defense. It
serves a twin purpose of curbing possible
offenses and of providing the state with
a considerable fund which is used to build
and

maintain

what

he claims

Schultz,

"Bell'' Thrills
Pittsburgh — Officials

of the

local Bell

Telephone Co. crowded into the 20th-Fox
screening room Monday afternoon and
were thrilled as they witnessed a private
showing

City — R. R. Biechele

Milwaukee — Sam
Olson.

Hollywood
scout, and

to the convention

has been released by John E. Flynn, general chairman. Two are sent by each Tent.
The

Defining
Cleveland, RKO circuit regional manager;
Herbert Rawlinson, featured player on the

of “Alexander

Graham

Bell.”

"MNOW
ANHABOOKING
TTAN
First of Four

Warwick

Dramas

EDOWN"
SHAK
immediately
after

Sold to RKO
ing. A New

screenSeries of Action Thrillers!

Big Feature Rights
Exchanges/ Inc.
Cleveland

-

Cincinnati

-

Indianapolis

is “the finest
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12th Anniversary for
The Hilliard Square

C1IUIEVIEILAMID)
QREGORY
the

VOGAE
and Bill Gross, Columbia bookers, are in the money as
result of finishing in third place in

the Columbia personal achievement campaign . . . Mrs. Georgia Moffett, Variety
Club secretary, is vacationing in Florida
. . . Perc Essick of the Scoville, Essick
and Reif circuit is back from Florida where
he went to put the finishing touches
his convalescence after a severe illness.

to

Announcement has been made of the engagement of Ray Essick, son cf P. E.
Essick of the Scoville, Essick and Reif
circuit, to Miss Lois Parker of this city.
The wedding will take place some time
later in the spring . . . Speaking of such
things as engagements and weddings, Raymond Schmertz, son of 20th-Fox branch
manafer, and Mrs. 1. J. Schmertz, will be
married to Miss Lois Wolf on May 21 at
Wades Park Manor.
Richard Miller, former manager of the
Heights Theatre, has been appointed to
the United Artists sales force covering the
Toledo territory by District Manager Bert
Stearn. He succeeds Jim Hendel, who has
been transferred to the Cincinnati branch
with headquarters in Columbus . . .
“Dodge City,” heavily exploited
local Warner publicity boys, went

by the
over so

big at Warner’s Hippodrome that it was
held over for a second week. “Ballerina”
at the City Theatre also won a second
week’s run by reason
with the public.

of

its popularity

Selig Pitt, local Amkino representative,
has moved from the Park Bldg, to the
Film Bldg, and may be located at Room
218 . . . Robert Bernstein, special representative for Loew’s Joseph Vogel, spent
last week in town conferring with local
Loew District Manager Harry Long . . .
Visitors of the week included George Delis
of the A. G. Constant circuit; Bob Menches, Liberty Theatre, Akron; August Ily,
Ohio, Lorain . . . A. M. Goodman, United
Artists branch manager, and Mrs. Goodman are back from a family gathering in
Baltimore where Matt’s brother, Al, the
orchestra leader, joined them. The Goodmans spent the weekend at Sarnia, Canada, getting their summer home ready for
the season.
Jack Sogg, M-G-M
city salesman, was
given an ovation upon his return to the
office last week following a long and severe illness. Sogg returned especially to
celebrate his 13th anniversary with the
local office. District Manager J. J. Maloney and Branch Manager Frank Drew
presented him with 13 roses . . . Bob Long,
M-G-M
checking supervisor and brother
of Loew’s Col. Harry E. Long, is at Charity Hospital where he recently underwent
an operation . . . Dorothy Goodman Goodman and her year-old son are here on a

visit from Los Angeles. As
man she was a member of
ner office family, where
married Mort Goodman,
exploiteer and now doing
for Warner Bros, on the

Dorothy Goodthe local Warshe met and
then territorial
publicity work
coast.

Contrary to previous announcements, the
Warner Madison Theatre, Mansfield, is
not going to have Bank Night at this
time, according to Zone Manager Nat Wolf
. . . Come

the end

of April, Marvin

Sam-

uelson, manager of Warner's Colony Theatre, will recess his Wednesday matinee
book

reviews until the fall. The book reviews, inaugurated the beginning of this

month in cooperation with local women’s
clubs, got away to a good start, but with

An Office

in Cleveland

Hollywood Advertising Co.
FLftGS - BANNERS

- VALANCES

402 Film Bldg:. — PRospect
AL SUNSHINE

54

4583

Holzworth offered three cash prizes totaling $10 and seven pairs of passes to the
persons who came nearest to guessing
the number of theatre parking tickets —
accumulated over 16 months — which were
on display in the lobby.

the coming of the end of women’s club
activities for the season, it was deemed
wise

to parallel the theatre and club activities resuming again in the fall . . . The
Drive-In Theatre opened last Friday, definitely establishing the summer season regardless of the weather.
A marquee laff — The Penn Square Theatre advertised “Public wedding (on our
stage) with "Men Are Such Fools” . . . The
Oakland Theatre, Marion, closed for several months, reopened last week. It is
operated by D. P. Bowman of Columbus.
Miss
Horwitz

Eva

Urdang,

secretary

to M.

B.

of the Washington Circuit, is vacationing in Florida . . . Fox district man-

ager, George Roberts’ daughter, Jane, a
law student at Columbia, was home last
week for her spring vacation.
Art Himmelein, former exhibitor, arrives
home from a winter in Florida this week.
He will spend a month in Cleveland and
then go to Kelly’s Island for the summer
. . . Phil Kendis of Exhibitor Poster Service
and Mrs. Kendis have returned from a two
months’

vacation

in Florida.

Leo Jones, ovmer-manager of the Star
Theatre, Upper Sajidusky, took a full-page
ad in the April 13 issue of the Upper Sandusky Daily Chief Union to acquaint the
people of the town that he has contracted
for M-G-M and 20 th-Fox pictures for the
coming season. Stressing his confidence in
Upper Sandusky, which he expressed by
buying what he terms the best available
film product, the ad featured the pictures
of the Ten Best Star Box Office Attractions
as determined by national poll, while the
border of the ad was made up of pictures
of the stars of both companies.

RKO Officials Hold Meet
On Convention Plans
Cleveland — RKO

officials held

a meet-

ing here over the weekend to discuss matters relative to the forthcoming RKO convention. Present were Harry Michalson,
short subject sales manager; Nat Levy, district manager; George Branson, head of

Now

Cleveland — The Hilliard Square Theatre,
owned by Associated Theatres, celebrated
its 12th birthday this week.
Manager Fred Holzworth arranged a
program of events designed to make his
patrons birthday-conscious. Two nights
patrons were presented a box of candy,
and on Saturday night ladies were given
a rose. Throughout the week, every 20th
person buying an admission ticket received
a pass to a subsequent show good for a
month. And to add that touch of rivalry,

the Schaefer Drive, and Herbert
blatt, local branch manager.

Green-

To —Script
Hollywood
Ernest “CavalrY"
Haycox will script
“Seventh Cavalry”
Cooper will star.

for Sam

Goldwyn.

Gary

" Dodge City " Scores New
Records at Canton, O.
Canton, Ohio — Manager William Harwell reports that new house records were
set for three consecutive days during the
recent
Ohio.
run.
over
On

engagement of “Dodge City” at the
As a consequence the film was held
four

days

Friday,

beyond

the

usual

week’s

Saturday

and

Sunday,

the

previous mark fell before a flood of patrons filing past the boxoffice and all three
days there were long lines of standees.
A

unique exploitation
moted by Harwell.

campaign

was

pro-

Rigaumont to Design New
North Canton Theatre
Canton,

Ohio — Victor

A. Rigaumont

of

Pittsburgh, nationally known theatre engineer, has been engaged by Inter-State
Theatres, Inc., to design the proposed new
$100,000 theatre at nearby North Canton.
Rigaumont has built several theatres in
the Pittsburgh district and designed the
new Park Theatre in Mansfield, newest
unit of the Inter-State group. New house
will open Labor Day, George A. Delis, district manager here, announced.

Judy at Cleveland State
During Week of Apr. 21
Cleveland — Loew's State Theatre is advancing the date of inaugurating stage
shows. Originally set for May 12 with the
presentation of Eleanor Powell, Col. Harry
Long announces that Judy Garland will
be the stage attraction at the State Theatre the week of April 21.
Colonel Long is not prepared to state
whether or not
larly adopted.

New

this policy will be regu-

Warner

Shifts

Cleveland — Herbert Ochs, Warner Bros,
branch manager, announces the following
changes effective on Monday: Walter
Brandt, who has been in charge of city
sales henceforth will handle the river territory while Joe Minsky, who has been
handling that territory, takes over the city
sales.
BOXOFFICE
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manager of the Butterfield-operated Temple at Bay City, will
be the guest of eastern Michigan film
salesmen at the Variety Banquet. Frank
J. Downey is in charge of reservations
J^OY

TILSON,

. . . Bill Flemion has booked the LondosNagurski wrestling match film for a first
run at the Palms-State, opening April 26
. . . A1 Dezel is extending his roadshow
booking activities into Ohio again . . .
Arthur Robinson was sadly disillusioned
this week.
Excellent Pictures has taken over distribution of some 35 films on which S. K.
Decker holds rights . . . Charles 4. Garner is about to start his new sales campaign . . . Lloyd Hammond will start production next week on “Film Fumbles” . . .
David M. Idzal is becoming known as the
“Commissioner

of Charity.”

The Belinsky twins, Max and Lew, are
organizing a team of softball devotees to
represent the Film Exchanges in Detroit
amateur leagues this season. Among those
signed up for the team are Dave Kaplan,
Irving Belinsky, Dal Fear, Sam Wilson,
Bill Robinson, Stan Malinowski, Cliff
Perry and Joe Rennick.
Twentieth-Fox exchange has a new air
conditioning unit . . . Metroites have a
series of identifying license tags for their
autos this year . . . Bob Berke, 20 th-Fox
salesman, has been transferred to Omaha.
Floyd Keilor, who was ad salesmanager,
has been promoted to salesman. His post
remains unfilled temporarily .
Michael J. Chargot has moved the offices of his circuit to the Grand Victory
Theatre . . . Charles C. Perry has been
so busy talking over Variety convention
arrangements that he has lost his voice
. . . Wilson Garnall is now manager of
the Arc for Variety Enterprises . . .
Charles A. Simms is back as Granada
manager.

a

According to report current this week,
new theatre is to be constructed at

Blissfield, Mich., for F. Guy, who operates
a theatre at Tecumseh, Mich. . . . Cliff
Lewis was in Detroit this week in advance
of Paramount’s “Union
will be here May 1.

Pacific” train which

Don C. McHenry, Variety Enterprises
head, is talking about two more theatres
. . . The Granada is bringing ’em in on
Saturdays by offering four features for
one admission price after 8:30 p. m„ running Sunday’s bill right after the last
Saturday show . . . Joseph Simon is making
a go of it at the Delray . . . Mrs. Marie
Benrock, new owner of the Loyal, and
her family all were sick this week. Her
brother, Michael Selwa, and his wife ran
the house in the emergency.
Irwin (Polly) Pollard
ling the prize money

of RKO is handfor the Bowling

League . . . Phil Smith’s Drive-In Theatre
is slated to open in a few weeks . . . Judge
George T. Murphy of traffic court attended his first Variety luncheon Monday as
an Associate Barker with David Flayer of
the Amo . . . Variety Welfare Committee
BOXOFFICE
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is giving five shows

for shut-ins

this week.

Harold Robinson’s son is seen around
the business more frequently these days
. . . Jack Douglas is a master of French
dialect. Alley Oop! . . . Carmen Morales
of the RKO office is the attractive singer
of the Tropical Serenaders, who charmed
Variety luncheoneers Monday . . . Alex
Schreiber and the Krims were talking
something this week, details undisclosed
. . . Del Delbridge’s daughter was married
over the weekend. Mrs. Irving Belinsky
discloses Del was her matinee idol in
his Michigan Theatre days.
The busy season for remodeling is on.
Items reported this week: A. L. Rupert,
installing RCA sound in the Rupert; air
conditioning repairs at Ben Cohn’s Senate; new air conditioning for Stoia and
Miskinis’

Midway

at Dearborn.

Universalites returning from the Cincinnati meeting include: Eddie Heiber, manager; Jack Stewart, Abe Fischer, Bert
Tighe and Jack Susami . . . Stanley Oleszkowicz’s new house is the Atlas, not the
Avalon . . . W. J. Turnbull of National
Theatre Supply sold projection and sound
equipment to General Motors for installation in their exhibit at the New York
World’s Fair . . . Lee Carrow, who operates the Dreamland at Carson City, is
building a new summer theatre of 350
seats at Crystal Lake.
La Verne Burbank is putting new sound
and projection equipment in his Davison
at Davison . . . Syd Hunt is installing a
new marquee on the New at New Baltimore . . . Ashman Bros, are rebuilding

Grant Injunction
To J. F. Bruzy
Detroit — Suit has been filed by Joseph
F. Bruzy, owner of the Times Square Thetre, against “The Times Square Theatre
and Times Square Operating Co,” as an
aftermath of difficulties growing out of
the purchase of the house by Bruzy from
Gus Coplan, former owner.
Bruzy

asked for and received a temporary injunction, he stated, restraining

Coplan or Coplan’s alleged creditors from
taking steps against Bruzy, who continues
to operate the house. According to Bruzy,
he has been making payments on the purchase contract to Coplan, and the creditors, claiming money due them from Coplan, have made difficulties for the management by taking legal steps to collect
the funds Bruzy has been assigning to
Coplan. The injunction is intended to
remedy this situation temporarily.
Bruzy also is asking to be released from
the contract and receive back what he
has paid in, as he claims conditions at
the Times Square, as revealed by the creditors’ claims, were not as he was given
to understand them to be. Coplan’s present whereabouts is not known, Bruzy said.

their Strand

at Caro,

enlarging

it to seat

550 . . . Arthur Sanford, a former manager for Butterfield at Cadillac, is now assistant to Walter Norris, the circuit’s city
manager at Grand Rapids, Mich. . . .
Cem Merritt has returned from abroad
(Florida and Cuba ) to his Palace at Windsor, Ont. . . . Michigan Theatre had the
best business in many months with “Dodge
City" and “Society Lawyer” over the weekend . . . United Detroit managers expected a general shift this week, following
the recent death of William Elliott, manager of the Palms-State . . . Harold Brown,
UDT’s booker, was married Saturday and
is plotting

a

week’s

honeymoon.

Barker Richard W. Reading — the Mayor
— was sick the first of the week . . . Ann
Arbor’s Dramatic Festival will be held for
five weeks this year, May 15-June 17 . . .
A Melvin Turner was found early Sunday
throwing rocks through the cashier’s window at M. Robbins’ Echo Theatre. At the
police station, he had
ed to hear

an excuse — “I want-

the Echo.”

Roy Roben, former recording secretary
of Local 199, IATSE, was elected financial
secretary to fill the vacancy caused by
the death of Mirton A. Hawkes. D. F.
Erskine was re-elected vice-president and
Joseph Sullivan is recording secretary.
H. S. Morton has been elected to the board
of trustees . . . J. O. Brooks has returned
to the Butterfield offices after several
weeks’ illness . . . The Garden at Flint
has been closed for remodeling by Butterfield.
Max

Kolin,

Theatre,
Johnson

projectionist

at the Maxine

has been nominated, without opposition, as new Commander of Russell
Theatrical Post of the American

Legion. Installation party will be June 14
at the Legion Home . . . Johnson Post,
Variety Club and the Detroit Federation
of Musicians will unite May 12 in a charity show for the inmates of the new Veterans’ Hospital at Dearborn, using Variety sound equipment and a band of over
100 pieces . . . Joseph Reich was confined
to his home by illness this week.
Work has started on the new Shafer
at Garden City . . . Bennett & Straight,
architects for Stephen Garber’s new theatre to be constructed on Plymouth Road,
are receiving construction bids . . . B. E.
Jolly, production manager of Ross Federal
Service, New York City, is visiting here
... A summer cooling system is being installed in the new Crystal Theatre by
American Refrigeration Co. . . . William
A. London of Associated Theatres
ing his mother in Florida.

is visit-

Harlan Starr, Monogram’s manager,
gleefully reports two first runs in a row
(Continued on page 57)
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Begin Bally on Midnight
Benefit Show in Detroit
£]THEL J. SHIELDS of M-G-M and Chris
Liebel of the advertising department
of the Cincinnati Post were married April
15. Following a wedding supper at the
Cincinnati Club, the couple left for Cuba
and a honeymoon . . . Striking miners
caused approximately a dozen cancellations at local exchanges on Sunday features in West Virginia and Kentucky. Kenver Theatre in Kenver, Ky., closed down.
The sad news of the death of J. Barbour Russell, a pioneer exhibitor of Maysville, Ky., reached the Row . . . Joe Stern of
Ironton is receiving condolences on the
death of his mother.
Phil Chakeres visited on the Row with
his son-in-law, Frank Collins. Chakeres,
who has taken over bookings for two theatres at Jackson, is planning a trip to
Greece, his native land.
Paramount’s Evalyn Sweet was married
to Phil Sauer, reporter on the Cincinnati
Times-Star . . . Cliff Lewis, Hollywood, is
here in advance of “Union Pacific” . . .
Jay Goldberg, son of Lee Goldberg of Big
Features Rights, is home from Wisconsin
U. for a visit.
The Ruppert Theatre, Ruppert, W. Va.,
has been taken over by R. Thayer, formerly of Gassoway . . . The Madison at
Blanchester has been taken over by Earl
Hewitt.
Warner Club entertained with a farewell
party for Harry Bugie at the local exchange. Bugie was presented a handsome
gift on his departure after many years
service to enter the booking field with Milton Mooney of Cleveland.
Harvey Day is Warner’s new Kentucky
sales agent. Their Lenore Schmidt sends
many thanks to the exhibitors who aided
in the Grad Sears Drive, just ended . . .
Dwight Jones, owner of the Mar key and
Kaymar theatres, Jackson, is now being
booked by Phil Chakeres.
Silent films will feature the Gus Sun
Jubilee Week celebration at Springfield,
April 23 . . . Charles J. Sonin, M-G-M
accessory chief, is here from New York.
Metro’s E. M. Booth and Mrs. Booth
will attend the national Variety Club convention in Detroit . . . Benny Cairns of
Paramount’s
here.

music department,

is visiting

Jimmy Hendle, with UA in Cleveland,
has been transferred here. He is due on
the 24th . . . UA’s district manager, Harris
Dudelson, and sales force leave May 4 for
the company’s annual convention on the
coast.

UA-ites Going
Cleveland — United

West

Artists executive

and

sales members are shopping for travel
clothes suitable for their trip to California
to attend the UA convention on May 7.
Those going from here will be Bert Stearn,
district manager; A. M. Goodman, branch
manager; Norman Levin, Lou Geiger,
Richard Miller, salesmen.
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Detroit — The

advertising

campaign

on

the Midnight Benefit Show next Saturday
night at the Fox Theatre is underway
with details in charge of Fred Schader.
Seats are being sold on a reserved basis,
prices ranging from $1.00 to $2.50. Net
proceeds will be used for a welfare project which Variety Club, sponsors of the
show, will disclose next week.
Around 100 billboards, daily spot announcements over local radio stations, and
newspaper publicity will be used.
The trade is cooperating by running
trailers describing the objectives of the
benefit. Tickets are being sold at the Fox
Theatre boxoffice, Film Exchange Drug
Store, Variety club rooms, and Grinnell
Music Store.

Film Drug Noses
In for Crown
Detroit — In one

Points
55
Points
Film Drug:
Amusement

6.2
Won
58
57

Monogram
Film
Truck
20th Century-Fox
Republic
United Artists
High

teams,

did

not

keep

standings

in each of
81
DIVISION
Games
Pins
77
13,836
.
36
13,929
84
.
66
3,228
14,417

FIRST

Name
Barney Adair
J. Regina
Irwin Pollard
Jack Susami
Lou Metzger
A1 Rupert
Sam
Pavella
Milt Cohen
Frank Jones
Lester Sturm
Name

.
.
.
SECOND

Bert Holmes
Walter
Goryl
Art
Knapp

Pittsburgh — Altec

Service

is now

54
39
games — Republic,

three

58
73
2,587 ;

C’entury-Fox, 2,580. One game — Republic, 952 j Amusement
Supply, 921.

Individual
visions:

a fair-sized group of Barkers from Variety’s pre-convention luncheon. Chief
Barker Perry spoke on the activities of
the coming national convention and was
interviewed by Billy Repaid of radio fame.
Entertainment was furnished by the Harrington Sisters and the Tropical Serenades.

Altec-Lipman

54
57

High
individuals, three games — Jack
Susami, 081; Frank Jones, 608. One game — Jack
Susami, 288; Sam Pavella, 256.

Pre-Convention Luncheon
Pulls Detroit Barkers
weather

Lost
57

Supply

Co-Operative

20th

Detroit — Rainy

of the closest races in

local history, Film Drug nosed out Amusement Supply for the Film Bowling League
crown. Games last Friday wound up the
47
season, with the standings of the teams
following:
49

in position

to

service all Lipman Mfg. Co. theatre sound
reproducing systems, according to Herb
Lipman, young engineering executive. Service for the Lipman theatre equipments
may be had by calling Altec or the Lipman Service Bldg, on Filmrow.

Cully Buermele
Joe Decker
Bob Misch
Wade
Alien
Cliff White
Andy
Anderson
Jne Rennick
THIRD

Name

Stanley Malinowski
Ed Foye

. .

New sound equipment has been installed
in the Dixie Theatre at Williamsburg, Ky.,
managed by Foster Lane, of the Falls City
Theatre Equipment Co. of Louisville . . .
Fire swept the Arcade Theatre at Cloverport, Ky., managed by J. S. Conway, who
also manages a theatre at Cannelton, Ind.
The blase did an estimated $10,000 damage to the theatre and other business establishments in the same building.

.
.
.
.

65
61
72
72
71
60

Irving

Saint er

.
..

162.34
160.46
160.28
160.25
160.22
159.17
155.67
157.68
155.22
Avg.

11,072
11,465
9,782

159.36
157.42
156.38
156.6
153.65

12,438
11,346
10,334

152.66
11,922
11,081
7,494
10,973
11,340
11,190

72
48
75
57
75

152.29
151.15
148.39
149.15
Avg.

DIVISION
Games
.
.
.

8,475
Pins
10,374

59
69
63
78
66
66
72
66
66
76
66

151.34
150.25
149.60
149.58
148.28
146.61
146.4

8,943
11,680
9,447
9,796
10,516
9,697

144.21

in

9,525

141.32
144.17

10,748

136.55

9,521
to wind
up

was
.

115.1

9,031

69

grand finale Saturday (tonight) at the
7,936
Silver Room of the Detroit-Leland Hotel,
where awards were to be presented to
winners. In addition, a business session
and election of officers was to be held.
Pittsburgh

— Republic

and

Monarch

are tied for third honors in the Filmrow
Bowling League with the final contests
scheduled for April 21. New Universal
cops the trophy hands down with Superior
19
in the runner-up position. Joe Pemberton with a 195 score took the $1 weekly
award for high individual score.
Won
62
55

Universal

An attempted holdup at the Lyric Theatre in Louisville was frustrated when R.
L. Ransaw, assistant manager, cuffed the
would-be robber and sent him fleeing. He
was picked up several hours later by police.

162.38

78
78

.
.
.
.
.

season

165.32
Avg.
165.21
164.18

10,425
6,428
11,372

72
66
72

Seplovvin

Jay Conover
Sam
Merson
Emil Beck
Moe Dudelson
Sid Bowman
Dave Kaplan
Jack Stewart

171.78
171.53
170.8
168.78
166.36

DIVISION
Games
Pins
9,322

.

Alexander
FOURTH
Name
J. Thompson
Ralph Ruben
Freddie Sturgess ....

The

69
40

....

Gene

Sam

.

12,184
11,086

.

Ray Koskie
Cloud
Art
A1 Boyer
Max
Blumenthal
Jack Saxe
Jake Sullivan
Irving Belinsky

E. CAMPBELL, manager of three colored theatres here, said there was a
time when doormen at the Palace, situated in the heart of Louisville’s black
belt, asked the customers to check any
weapons they might be carrying at the
boxoffice and pick them up on the way
out. The management was afraid a lively
western or gangland film might stir up too
much excitement. Once, Campbell explained, a customer became so feverish
that he threw a shoe at the villain and it
went right through the screen.

11,216

diAvg.

173.00
179.24

11,228
84
72
14,190
11,988
45
75
69
11,334
12,396
7,457
DIVISION Pins
Games
69
75

.

four

Superior
Monarch
Republic
Paramount
Columbia
Foew’s
20th-Fox

45
45
37
36
25

Lost
26
36
36
44
45
56

19
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Laugh-Fest Promised at
Salesmen s Gathering

(Continued
Conneaut

Lake,

Pa. — The

laugh-fest

of

the year is promised at a “Get Together
of Good Guys” at the Conneaut Hotel,
Tuesday, May 16. Affair is sponsored by
salesmen and exhibitors of the northern
Pennsylvania territory, and is (1) to further goodwill; (2) to further Filmrow Relief Fund; (3) and is staged “In Memoriam of Testimonials.”
Golf tournament is scheduled for 2 p. m.
and it is expected that this “game” will
bring out the best and worst of the industry players. Dinner will be served at
7:15 o’clock. The Conneaut Hotel management has reserved the hotel for this
event and all rooms (at $2) are available
for those who wish to remain over night,
according to Jack Judd of National Screen
Service, general chairman of the “Frolick.”
Tickets are $3.50 per person, this including
green fees.
Reservations for this stag shindig are being received by Jim Alexander at 1701
Blvd. of the Allies, Pittsburgh.

Child Star Guardianship
Court Battle Underway
Detroit — Action

involving

the

legal

guardianship of 13-year-old Linda Ware
has been started in probate court here by
her father, George W. Stillwagon. He
seeks to set aside action of a Los Angeles
court last October appointing an aunt,
Mrs. Anna Catherine Stillwagon, as the
girl’s guardian, claiming he did not have
the money to go to Hollywood last fall
to contest the case.
Stillwagon claims his brother and sister-in-law took the girl from Detroit,
where she had appeared over a radio station, to Hollywood without his knowledge
or consent, and adds his suit is motivated
by a desire to avoid any such parental
complications as in the Bartholomew and
Coogan cases, and not by any desire to
share the girl’s earnings.

Geo. Nelson

Terminates

30-Year Career in Trade
Fairmont,

W.

Va. — Thirty

years

in the

theatre business at the same spot — the
record of George Nelson — ended April 15
when his lease expired at the Nelson
Theatre.
The veteran showman had operated under several short-term extensions for three
years. The Nelson Theatre property was
being dismantled this week and will be
utilized as an addition to a dime store,
which adjoins the theatre landmark.
Nelson’s future plans are unannounced.

Move Harris Offices to
William Penn Hotel
Pittsburgh — Harris

Amusement

Com-

panies are removing general offices to the
third floor of the William Penn Hotel.
Departing from their quarters in the Clark
Bldg, for much larger space in the hotel,
the Harris organization will occupy William Penn offices by mid-May.
BOXOFFICE
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at the Palms - State — ‘ ‘ The Mystery of Mr.
Wong” and “Streets of New York.” Latter
comes in only two days after the world
premiere at Hartford, Conn. . . . Margaret
Vandenberg of Grand Haven has added
her Crescent to the group booked by Mutual.
Sam

All Is Ready lor J. R .
Kauffman Testimonial

Decker, former head of Monogram,

left Tuesday for New York, prior to returning to Hollywood . . . William Flemion’s son is now up and around after his
appendectomy . . . Warren Slee, M-G-M
exploiteer, is working upstate for the opening of “ Pygmalion ” at the Majestic, Grand
Rapids . . . Butterfield managers are
awaiting the verdict of Judges E. C. Beatty
and Frank J. Downey on the exploitation
contest on “Honolulu.”
Anne Zimmerman (Mrs. Leonard Schechter) has been transferred from Washington, D. C„ to the U. S. Veterans’ Hospital
(new) at Dearborn. She formerly worked
for Columbia . . . H. B. Snook, RCA sales
manager, and staff are expected in town
about ten days . . . Leonard Schechter
reports several deals closed for TrailerMade Service in the territory.
Harry Heilmann, former Tiger baseball
star, has started a daily baseball broadcast at 12:45 p. m. from the front of the
Michigan Theatre . . . Henderson M.
Richey will be official greeter for exhibitors and managers visiting the World’s Fair,
a letter from RKO’s Ned E. Depinet informs. . . W. E. Lyon’s Burton Theatre
at Flint was reported sold this week . . .
Max Ornstein is sending greetings to his
friend, Col. George McCoy of Columbia.
W. Emerson Clyma of National Picture
Service reports plans for a documentary
film on the resources of Detroit, to be
filmed in natural color . . . David damage, brother of Arthur of the Avenue
and a showman in his own right, was ill
this week with a severe cold . . . Ben
Cohen, convalescing at Miami, is keeping
in touch with home by phoning the Hollywood for the boxoffice report almost
nightly. He just completed a side trip
to Cuba . . . Merrill Hanna, manager of
the Hollywood, has abandoned plans for
a theatrical directory.
Harold Munz of the Century reports a
considerable after-Easter pickup in busines . . . Douglas Brosey of the Amsterdam has decided showmen and reporters
work equally long hours . . . Francis Higgins, sound engineer, is experimenting in
the field of aviation radio . . . Wayne
Brenkert is on the west coast contacting
Brenkert distributors. He returns the end
of the month . . . The Martha Washington in Hamtramck, operated by Frank A.
Strukel, was the scene of a fire Monday.
I. J. London donated the use of the
Beacon Theatre for a special show for
the benefit of German refugees, sponsored by the Women’s Auxiliary of the
B’nai B’rith, Sunday. The Cohen Bros,
cooperated by donating the services of the
Hollywood Theatre operator . . . Anthony
Rudzinski of Golden State Film Co. here
is spending several months at the Los An-

Pittsburgh — No

activity

was

scheduled

for Monday evening, April 24, at the Variety Club due to the testimonial dinner
that evening for Joseph R. Kauffman, who
has been transferred from the local New
Universal office to the Cleveland branch
as manager.
In addition to the large crowd of local
film men and exhibitors a number of New
Universal executives are expected to be
present. Harry Hendel, general chairman,
stated this week that progress had been
made in arrangements for the affair and
that members of the committee felt satisfied that the Kauffman banquet would be
one of the best ever staged here. Assess“stag.” ment is $5 per person and the dinner is
The Kauffman testimonial will be given
in the air conditioned Gold Room of the
Roosevelt Hotel, with cocktails at 6:30
and dinner served promptly at 7 p. m.
C. C. Kellenberg is treasurer.

H. C. Coffman

Acquires

The Warner-Virginia
Bridgeport,

W.

Va. — Warner-Virginia

Theatre, operated for several years by
Charles Warner, has been acquired by
H. C. Coffman who was busy this week
installing equipment. Coffman was connected with the Nelson Theatre, Fairmont, W. Va., for a long period.

40th Anniversary
Wheeling,

W.

Va. — Fortieth

anniversary

of the IATSE, Local No. 64, was celebrated
here at a dinner-dance in the Windsor
Hotel. More than 200 were in attendance.
Larry Katz, International representative,
was among those present.
Points May
Carlisle,

Pa. — The

Opening
new

$250,000

unit of

the Comerford chain going up here is expected to open May 15. The house, which
will seat 1,600, has been designed by Michael DeAngelis.
geles branch, looking over films for roadshow distribution.
Ray Moon’s Mutual Theatres added the
new Flat Rock Theatre, in the town of
that name, to the list this week . . . Irving Belinsky, in his off moments, holds
the sonorous title of vice-president of the
Aesculapian

Pharmaceutical Ass’n and eximpresario of the Downtown Casino — the
A.P.A.’s just held a dance at Northwood
Inn, with Irving on the receiving line.
Roy Black is planning a trip to the
Orient, ’tis said . . . George Pomerville
is on the sick list . . . Jack Ferentz, Walter Rickens and Max Kolin marched in
the Army Day Parade . . . Max Kolin is
promoting the Scribes’ Party at the Legion Club, April 21.
Joseph Bruzy reports boxoffice grosses
picking up decidedly at the Times Square.
He drops admission four days a week to
a dime . . . Charles C. Perry left Sunday for New York, to be gone until
Wednesday.
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J^S reported in these pages last week,
George Lefko, RKO
manager, is being transferred from Pittsburgh. At press
time he had no statement as to where he
was headed, but he did admit that he was
to leave the local branch office . . . Lou
Padlof, foi’merly local film salesman, visited here this week and reported that he had
just sold his Ohio Theatre, Leipsic, Ohio,
to Clarke Young, who operates two theatres at Bowling Green, Ohio . . . Harry
Thomas, well-known independent distributor was here this week with Herbert Kline,
producer of “Crisis.” Kline spoke at the
Monday evening dinner at the Variety
Club which was in charge of Harry
Kramer.
David Parry, of the UA exploitation
staff of New York, who is the son of
Florence Fisher Parry, Press columnist,
was here in advance of “Wuthering
Heights,” now on view at Loew’s Penn . . .
Advance man for RKO’s “Castles,” now
showing at the Stanley, was William Baum
. . . The trout season was officially opened at a stream near State College, Pa.,
by C. J. Latta, Tony Stern and B. P.
“Dinty” Moore of the
Total catch was one (1).

Warner

circuit.

angle Theatre, East Liberty, and took $10
in quarters from the hands of Miss Rita
Kelly, cashier . . . Guy Peterson’s family
has moved to Columbus, Ohio, thus removing from Pittsburgh the local Paramount salesman’s son and namesake who
may wear the stars and stripes of the
United States in the 1944 Olympic Games.
The young sprinter will enter Ohio State
University next term.
Art Levy, Sid Sugarman, Charlie Kosco,
Joe Gins and George Tice will represent
the local Columbia branch exchange at
the

company regional convention in Atlantic City, May 8-11 . . . Harry Seed has
been devoting much time to the Will Rogers National Theatre Week, now under way
. . . The Joseph Shapiros were hosts to
the main line film salesmen in their home
one evening last week. All the boys were

present with the exception of Austin Interrante. Vince Josack reports that he
helped entertain. The same group of film
men will be feted next at Connellsville
sometime in June, according to some of
the

boys. Meanwhile, everyone is planning to attend the film frolic at Conneaut
Lake Park, Tuesday, May 16.

Helen has been named
for the annual Wilkins-

burg

School’s

Junior

High

May

ing RKO’s “The
Irene Castle.”
Richard

Story

Barthelmess

initial feature
of

Vernon

returns

to

be-

and

Max

Cransfield

West Virginia exhibitor, Sol Goldberg, added his presence at Harry Feldman’s Family Night Party at the Variety
last Friday, attendance being 80.

Entertainment for this occasion was furnished by Bernie Armstrong , Pat Haley,
Dorothy Bushey and “Those Three
the Kinder sisters, all of KDKA.

Girls,”

Lee Balsly, national ad sales manager
for 20th-Fox for many years, has resigned
and is entering the theatre business with
R. Allison’s Rivoli circuit which
quarters at Cresson, Pa.
Victor McGovern
— 'Photo

" Ganging

by

Cosmo-Sileo

Up" —

The

Lefton

brothers

as they attended

the

eastern

regional

sales convention

wrote

has head-

the sketches

“Rhythm on a Budget,” presented
week by the Y Triangle Players; music

for
last
and

lyrics for the revue were the work of Joseph O'Brien . . . Capt. Billy Bryant of
local showboat fame made news the other
day when he offered Lily Pons a job at
“$15 a week

with cookies”

when

the opera

and
the

for reader

Daylight saving time will start April 30
and end September 24, Mayor Scully has
proclaimed . . . Mario Battiston hired a

of

Manufacturers’ Outlet are offering a new
theatre premium deal . . . Pete Alderman
was up and around this week after a long
illness ... A negro thief the other day
reached into the ticket booth of the Tri-
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St. John’s Hospital. Last Friday the Barkers presented a show at the Industrial
Home for Crippled Children . . . Harry H.
Goldstein, Paramount district manager,
visited here the other day . . . Sixty ladies
were in attendance at the recent afternoon

star attended a show
River steamer.

Lipman Mfg. Co., and well known on Filmrow, is in Los Angeles . . . John Perry
pulled seats at his Ritz, Belle Vernon, Pa.,
on Monday, when flood waters visited.
Water was up to the seventh row of seats
when he reported to this publication . . .
Charlie Anderson was in town and was
anxious to hear from Salem, W. Va., where
he had just opened his new theatre and
where the main street was flooded.
Jacobs

Variety Club shut-in shows for the Protestant Home for the Aged, Wilkinsburg , and

of Republic Pictures at the Park Central in New York. In the usual order

screen in “Only Angels Have Wings,” which
is scheduled for early opening at the Alvin . . . Victor Lipman, formerly of the

Larry

Paul K. Herrmann, 66, orchestra leader
at the Nixon Theatre for 22 years, died
last week . . . C. C. Kellenberg has booked

Club

Sacha Guitry’s wicked French film “The
Story of a Cheat” at his Art Cinema . . .
Fay Wray and Dean dagger tried out their

film programs,

has a fractured leg. He is recuperating from a long illness and now with a
leg in a cast he will be confined to his home.

former

Film revivals continue, with “The Whole
Town’s Talking” and “Great Guy” on view
at the Barry . . . Gabe Rubin presented

straight

man

. . . Marshall “Biggie” Goldberg, Pitt’s
All-American grid star and son of the

Day.

new stage play “The Brown Danube” this
week at the Nixon . . . Stage shows were
discontinued at the Stanley following the
final appearance of Fred Waring and His
Pemisylvanians Thursday evening, the
theatre opening next morning with

Urling & Davis circuit has closed the
Farmington and Littleton (W. Va.) theatres . . . One distributor reports notification of the closing of seven West Virginia theatres because of the coal strike
. . . R. Allison, Rivoli Theatre circuit
operator, and his wife and son. Bud, were
painfully injured in an auto accident last
week. Mrs. Allison sustained face and
head lacerations and Bud lost several teeth
and suffered other injuries and the theatre

social of the Ladies Theatrical Club, hosted by Mrs. Lew Lefton and Mrs. Ed Lebby

Ladies’ Theatrical Club honored Mrs.
Joseph R. Kauffman at a social in the
Variety Club Tuesday afternoon. Mrs.
L. J. Katz was hostess . . . Dave Kimelman is King at the Tuesday, April 25 dinner at the Variety Club. No social has been
planned at the club for April 28 as many
of the most active Barkers will be in Detroit attending the national convention
of the Variety Clubs of America . . . James
Jaffur’s daughter
Queen of the May

Alexander and Sam Fineberg taking off
City.
a couple of days to vacation in Atlantic

and

Nat.

convenience,

The

Jack,

last-named

Albert

is Ohio

Re-

public franchise owner.

M. N. Shapiro

was

Variety

about

paring to attend the club’s national convention in Detroit April 27-30 along with
40 other local members . . . Jules

Lapidus,
Hess,

Dave

Club’s

on the sick list last

week.

Dough

Barnholtz,

Guy

Si

Ohio

horse and outfitted a “Jesse James” to
gallop around Export exploiting the show
but the animal turned out to be a sort of
“Ferdinand” and didn’t cooperate.

is pre-

Feld,

Lou

Bill Satori and Francis Guehl departed late last Friday for their Universal

convention . . . The Republic
eers attended a performance

on the Captain’s

conventionof Olsen &

Johnson’s “ Hellzapoppin’ ” while in New
York, this being in addition to viewing
“Man of Conquest.” Lou Hanna flew back
before the others, George W. Collins and
Hymie arriving on Saturday, with Jim

Nathan Rosen, Center avenue exhibitor,
is recuperating from an illness in Florida
. . . Pittsburgh’s outdoor play season opened Sunday at Kennywood Park and the
picnic season will begin May 17 . . . MPTO
directors met last Friday, having abandoned the April 7 date as it was Good
Friday . . . Fred Beedle was down with the
grippe last week . . . Unpaid pledges to the
Variety Club Milk Fund total $4,300 . . .
M. A. Rosenberg , MPTO president, was in
ters.
Harrisburg

last week
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the $100,000 anti-trust suit being brought
against the Graphic Theatre circuit and
major distributors by Kenneth Gorham
could be maintained. Defendants asked
for a dismissal on the grounds that they
had been served in the wrong district.
Judge Howe granted in part a motion
that George S. Ryan, plaintiff counsel,
should file a bill of particulars.
He also allowed Ryan’s motion to take
oral depositions of representatives of major distributors. No witnesses were to
have been called this week in the Morse
& Rothenberg case, so that the anti-trust
lawyer would be free to take testimony in
the Vermont matter.

Six Bank Night Royalty
Suits Pend in Maine

Flora situation; Wendell Hones’ Opera
House at Presque Isle; Richard Elliott’s
Community in Guilford; Walter P. Mills’
Milo in Milo; George Pettengill’s Cameo in
Mattawaumkeag; and the Somerset Theatres’ Strand in Skowhegan.

Expect Federal Attorney
To Repeat Hub Visit
Boston — Seymour Kreiger, special attorney for the U. S. Department of Justice, is expected to return to Boston to
continue the collection of evidence for
use in the government motion picture
anti-trust suit. Kreiger’s most recent
visit terminated on Good Friday. He conferred with a number of theatre operators, both circuit and solo.

Boston — Frank

Date Waits
Lydon,

eastern

regional

vice-president of Allied States Ass’n, had
not determined the date for the regional
Allied confab in New York at the time of
going to press. Local Business Manager
Arthur K. Howard stated that no business
meeting of the Independent Exhibitors,
Inc., was scheduled.

Want

Replied Callahan: “While it seems as
though your manager should know exactly what is going on in the town, the
fact remains that we played on a guarantee and percentage arrangement, and the
exhibitor settled with us on the basis of a
admission.

Teamed

on

Hollywood — Hal

is teamed

with

Gordon Douglas on the script for “The
Housekeeper’s Daughter,” which Hal Roach
will produce.
::

April

22, 1939

exhibitors

pay the exchanges more than they earn.”
Another interesting slant on New England theatre business was revealed in a
letter from J. K. O’Donnell, manager of
the Haines Theatre in Waterville, Me.
Publix District Manager A. J. Moreau,
wrote O’Donnell: “Mr. Paul, operator of
the local State Theatre, has taken over
the two gasoline pumps in front of Arbos
Garage on Silver Street — and — judging
from the ad he is going to operate a combination theatre and gas station.
The advertisement read :
“State Filling Station”
24 Silver Street
FREE
FREE
FREE
A fully paid 25c orchestra ticket to
the State Theatre FREE with each 6
gallons of gas purchased at 95c!”
Entered among the exhibits was

NE

the

deposition of Norman Collyer, taken during the recent E. M. Loew anti-trust case,
calling attention to certain votes of the
Paramount Publix Corp., of which Mr.
Collyer was assistant secretary.
“I understand Mr. Ryan and Judge Kaplan have agreed what I have here may
be accepted,” David Watchmaker, Ryan’s’
associate in the case, told Master Philip
Hendrick.
“You

are not offering

Boston — Half

a

it against

century

ago

in New

York

to the dot, the old American

lam

trical company of Messrs. Lewis Haljr. and John Harvey tried double

features

with

success,

and

thea-

were

“This is the first I have
said Crocker.
“I don’t know

whether

heard

it was

with anybody other than
replied Watchmaker.

Judge

of it,”

taken

up

Kaplan,”

“Are you offering it against Maine &
New Hampshire Theatres?” broke in John
V. Spalding.
Watchmaker nodded.
“Is this a secret treaty secretly arrived
at?” Spalding wanted to know.
Part of the Collyer deposition concerned
an

October 23, 1919 meeting of department heads, at which it was reported that

the board of directors, subject to the approval of the stockholders, recommended
the issuance of $10,000,000 of preferred
stock

of the corporation, cumulative, convertible, bearing interest at eight per cent.

“The biggest bankers in the world have
finally realized that there is a tremendous
future in the motion picture business,”
the report concluded. “It is surely going
to be a survival of the fittest.”
Lease Payments Revealed
Local angles were revealed, by the reading of the minutes of the executive committee meetings held in 1929 and 1930.
The lease of the Strand at Portland, Me.,
by Olympia
for a term

Theatres, Inc., was authorized
of 20 years at a gross rental

of $65,000 annually.
Approved was an expenditure by Rhode
Island Theatres, Inc., for the purchase of
the Paramount at Newport for $300,000.
Also approved was the acquisition by
Rhode Island Theatres, of a lease of the
Strand at Providence for a term of 15
years, from March 1, 1930, at an annual
gross rental of $100,000 during the first
five years, $105,000 during the second five
years, and $110,000 during the last five
The executive committee allowed the
years.
acquisition by Olympia Theatres, Inc.,
from M. A. Shea of an assignment of a
lease of the Strand at Holyoke for a term
of 20 years, from April 3, 1932, at an
nual net rental of $20,000.

an-

William A. Scully, M-G-M
sales manager, was asked by Ryan, his deposition
revealed, if he knew “Of any situation in
the states of Maine and New Hampshire
where any subsequent run exhibitor in a
town where the Maine & New Hampshire
circuit has been operating since the season of 1931-32, has been able to get any
major product subsequent run?”
“That I do not know,” Scully replied.
“Well, is it not a fact, Mr. Scully, that
in no situation in Maine and New Hampshire has any subsequent run exhibitor
operating in competition with the Maine
& New Hampshire Theatre circuit been
able to get any major product subsequent
“I could
Scully.

not

answer

that,”

replied

re-

a theaif they

could persuade authorities to lift a
ban. Massachusetts had never had a
playhouse.

bia?” asked Frank W. Crocker.
“Yes,” replied Watchmaker.

Colum-

Precedent for Stage
State

puted to be planning to open
tre in Boston the next year

"Daughter"

Yates

Knowing

as well as you do, what do you think?”
Replied Bevan: “Answering your question, I think he must have charged 15
cents because exhibitors generally do not

And

last year’s flood, have protested the rejection by the Massachusetts legislature
of a proposed flood control bill.

ANGIER
Erbb of Paramount

Listeners got a laugh from the M&PFox written disputes regarding admission
prices at the Kameo Theatre in Pittsfield.
A1 Bevan of the circuit wrote E. X. Callahan, present 20th Century-Fox branch
manager, that the M&P manager in Pittsfield declared the house was a ten-cent
situation.

Flood Control

Boston — Athol and Orange, where a
number of theatres were inundated during
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Boston

By BRAD
— William

and Tim O’Toole of Columbia remain to
be called this week as the concluding distributor witnesses in the Morse & Rothenberg anti-trust suit, as additional film
monopoly litigation continued to divide
the attention of Plaintiff Attorney George
S. Ryan.

15-cent

Boston — A number of Bank Night litigations, for the collection of allegedly delinquent royalties, are pending in Maine.
Roy E. Heffner is taking action against
the Powers Theatre in Caribou, Richard

Confab

Suit Erbb, O’Toole

M&R

Boston — U. S. District Judge Harlan
Howe ruled in Burlington last week that

in

Witnesses

Concluding

Gorham Anti-Trust
Action Maintained

“If that should prove to be the fact,
Mr. Scully, would not it be an extremely
unusual situation in the motion picture
run?”
The defense objected to the question,
industry?”
(Continued on next page)
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Sunday Show Bill Is
Approved in Maine
Portland — The

Maine

house

has

voted,

78 to 34, to concur with the senate in supporting a Sunday motion picture bill
without a proposed five-cent tax on each
Sunday admission. In so doing it carried
out the recommendation of a conference
committee appointed when the two
branches failed to agree on the tax amendment.
The house was persuaded to pass the
bill through the efforts of Rep. Montague Young of Old Orchard Beach over
the protests of Rep. George H. Hinckley
of South Portland.
The bill now goes to Gov. Lewis O.
Barrows for his signature.

Projector Safety Device
Bill Is Recommitted
Boston — A

legislative

measure

re-

Schwartz , Strand Amuse.
Bridgeport

Reconsidered
—

Termination

of

New

Haven — Replying

Jack

Schwartz’s lease on the West End Theatre which was to have resulted in his return to the Park City, and the resumption
of the West End operation by Strand
Amusement Co., has brought about a reconsideration of the entire matter. Latest report is that the exhibitors will retain their present respective theatre interests and the exchange will not be effected.

—

The

anti-Ascap

has assigned

Leon

Russel to the script of “Desert Tempest.”

bill, more

specifically titled “an act concerning
copyrights and public performing rights in
musical composition and dramatics and
repealing all laws in conflict therewith,”
has been rejected by the senate, and since
it is a senate bill, it is conceded that the
house will follow suit.
Exhibitors are also free of any taxation
concern with the announcement that further state income levies are out for this
session, although some time ago a bill
“concerning taxation of amusements” was
filed by title only. Two-men-in-a-booth
again suffered defeat this year. The only
legislation of interest to theatremen which
remains for action is Senator Albert Cole’s
S. B.-277 favoring the return of Bingo for
“charitable” organizations with certain restrictions. Rumor has it that the judiciary committee is reconsidering its first
unfavorable report and will probably approve the bill, with revisions to satisfy the
constitutionality angle. Cole may make it
necessary for people of towns considering
the games to vote in favor.

loins RKO

Hollywood — Morrie

Scripts "Tempest"

Com-

Conn. Anti-Ascap
Bill Is Rejected

Ryskind
Hollywood — Warner

to Labor

missioner J. M. Tone’s request for an
opinion on the fact that theatre scrubwomen are working seven days a week in
many Connecticut spots, Assistant Attorney General Frank J. DeSesa states that
these women may not be considered as
janitors and therefore are entitled to one
full regular working day off each week.
It is assumed that the duties of these
cleaning women include dusting, cleaning
and washing the theatres when empty,
and do not include the responsibility of
taking full charge of the theatre buildings.

Hartford
to

quire the installation of special safety
devices on projectors used in Massachusetts was recommitted last week after having been given leave to withdraw. A
measure to permit stage appearances of
youngsters in legitimate houses was approved. Lengthy hearings on a number
of wages and hours bills were concluded
last week with no decision forthcoming
before press time.

Exchange

Rule Six-Day Work Week
For Conn . Scrubwomen

Ryskind

has joined

the writing staff at RKO, to work
Gregory LaCava, producer-director.

with

Final Witnesses to
Be Called Soon
(Continued

which in accordance with procedure, was
answered
nevertheless.
“No,” said
Scully.
The M-G-M sales manager gave an indirect boost to Sam Davidson, Cameo
Screen Attractions, as testimony proceeded. Asked by Ryan to name a foreign picture that had done “outstanding
business,” Scully mentioned “Mayerling.”
He was unable to “recall the name of a
single outstanding foreign picture other
than ‘Mayerling’ in the last seven years.”
Ryan hit directly at the case at hand
in subsequent testimony, asking Scully:
“If we assume that for the season 1930-31
Morse & Rothenberg were getting the
product of all the major companies except
Paramount, at their house in Portsmouth,
subsequent run; and for the following
season they were unable to get the product
of any of the major companies, can you
explain how it happened that all those
major distributors at the same time de“No,”cided tosaid
Scully.
refuse
to sell subsequent run?”
Edward
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franchise

holder;

M.

E. Morey,

Boston

manager;

Sam

Seletsky,

Jack

Davis,

F. McClennen,

defense lawyer,

interposed, “That question is objected to
assuming as facts things of which there is
no Ryan
evidence.”
asked Scully at another point, “If
an exhibitor were unable to get the major
product or to get any major product,
would you tell where he would get the
necessary number of pictures to operate
on that policy, using 312 pictures a year?”
“I believe,” said Scully, “there are
enough pictures available for a man to
operate on that policy, even if it would be
necessary for him to play repeat pictures
A List of Independents
on revivals.”
“All right, Mr. Scully, let us assume that
you are going to operate a theatre in a
town in Maine or New Hampshire, and you
cannot get any major product, and you
want to operate on a policy of double features, three changes a week, requiring 312
pictures a season. Now, will you enumerate the companies and the number of

ic in Eastern Huddle—
Republ
This group of Republic conventioneers at the Park Central Hotel for the eastern regional
England
Wilson.

from preceding page)

~Fhoto by Cosmo'sileo

includes
Al Fecke, Jack

Herman Rifkin, New
Jennings and Charles
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films released last year by those companies
on which you would operate?”
“I cannot name the number of pictures
released by each company last year,” replied Scully.
“Well now, let us take Republic. Do
you know how many pictures, approximately, Republic releases?” asked Ryan.
“No, I do not, but I believe they might
have released 48 or 50 pictures,” answered
Scully.
“How many pictures did Monogram release last year?”
Scully said he thought there were
about 40.
“What other independent company can
you think of that released pictures?”
Scully mentioned Grand National,
stating he thought they released about 35.
“What other independent
Ryan pressed.

companies?”

“I believe there are several other independent companies operating in Boston,
that sell pictures in Maine and New
Hampshire,” Scully said. “I think there is
a gentleman by the name of (Mark) Jeffery that had some pictures in New England. I do not know the name of his company. I think there is a gentleman up
there by the name of (Leo) Britton that
was selling independent pictures.”
“Did you know that last year Jeffrey,
who had been selling only a few independent pictures, gave up his business and
went into the insurance business?” Ryan
asked. “Did you know that Britton has
been engaged in the premium business?”
Scully replied that he did not.

bees insincerity
In Trade Reform

Unaccounted Fees

n

Bring Indictment
New

Haven — Failure

to

account

for

sev-

eral large fees including a $27,000 fee as
attorney for the receivers in the $24,000,000 reorganization of the Fox-New England Theatres, Inc. in 1933, has resulted in
federal income tax conspiracy indictments
against Attorney Abraham S. Weisman
here and his accountant, Meyer Bailey.
Fox-New England Theatres reorganization was a corollary of the receivership of
the Fox Theatres Corp., ordered in New
York by Judge M. T. Manton. Receivers
in the New England matter were Mayor
Thomas J. Spellacy of Hartford, Benjamin
Slade of New Haven, and Samuel Springer
of New York. For their work as receivers,
at that time, it has been revealed Slade
received $35,000, Mayor Spellacy, $23,000,
and Springer, $7,500. The order resulting
in the Fox-New England receivership recited that the Fox Theatre Corp. was
owner of all the stock of the New England
outfit and the court was apprehensive
that $14,000,000 in the New England company bonds might be foreclosed.
Receivers and their counsel were appointed by Judge Edwin S. Thomas, who
resigned last week from the federal bench
The circuit was acquired about four years
ago by Loew’s and now is operated as PoliNew England Theatres.

\\T

New

■

Haven — Dr.

■! II

J.

B.

Fishman,

on

the

board of directors of Allied Theatres of
Connecticut and for many years a leader
in independent exhibitor activity in the
district, believes distributors are “absolutely insincere” in their trade practice
offers to exhibitors this year.

reform

Says Fishman, “If the exhibitor does
not agree to buy the shorts, he pays for
them indirectly anyway, as the price of the
shorts is added to the price of the features
Score charges are added on to the price,
of course. Preferred playing time is taken
care of by boosting the guarantee to such
a high figure that it no longer makes any
difference when the picture is played.”
“The only thing left in the proposed
code is the 20 per cent cancellation clause,
and that in practice also operates against
the exhibitor because the minute an exhibitor cancels a picture it is automatically placed in the lowest classification.
Actually taking advantage of the cancellation privilege raises the average for the
year
instead of Allied
loweringis it.”
Connecticut
awaiting further
advice from Washington headquarters.
Renew

Nancy

Hollywood — Nancy

Kelly

Kelly

acting contract renewed

has

had

her

at 20th-Fox.

“Well, are there any other independent
pictures that an exhibitor in Maine and
New Hampshire could get?”
“I think there is a young man up there
by the name of Samuel Davidson who sells
pictures. I don’t know the name of his
company.”
Ryan tusked for other independents.
“I think that there is a fellow up there
by the name of Eddie Kleine that had independent pictures. How many he had
I do not know.”
“Do you know the number he had was
four?”
“No, I don’t.”
“Any others?” asked Ryan.
Scully could only recollect two other
pictures that were being distributed by
Select Pictures.
Whence

160

“Or there might be some independent
pictures that he could buy.”
“Do you know of any such pictures,”
Ryan asked.
“No,” said Scully.
::

April

PLUS ILLUMINATION

FLUORESCENT
LAMPS
This modern

Pictures?

“Do you know, that except for Davidson, those others you have named have
gone out of the independent film business; that is, Jeffrey, Britton, Kleine, and
Select Pictures?”
“I wouldn’t say Select Pictures have
gone out of business,” replied Scully.
“Are they still in business?”
“I think so.”
“Who is it that operates that concern?”
“Mrs. (Florence Scully) Slater.”
“There are 154 pictures, according to
your figures,” Ryan summed. “Now, what
would an independent exhibitor operating
subsequent run in Maine and New Hampshire do to get the other 160 pictures that
he would need for exhibition?”
“He might buy some foreign pictures,”
Scully suggested.
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manager

JJERMAN RIFKIN, president of Repub A lie Pictures Corp. of New England,
sponsored a special trade screening of
"Man of Conquest” at the Uptown Theatre Tuesday morning. Gene Keenan, newly appointed territorial Republic publicist,
used the affair as a pivot upon which to
peg his exploitation campaign on the
feature.
Edward Ansin, Interstate Theatres partner, is back home after another hospitalization at Beth Israel.
A permit for a drive-in theatre has been
given the owner of a tract of real estate
on the Worcester turnpike,
ingham and Natick line.

near

the Fram-

world

premiere

New York.”
Dora Kraska of Imperial Pictures
been trying to shake off the grippe.

Ed Lennon of the Boston Globe is in
charge of arrangements for the Annual
Press Frolic to be held at the Copley Plaza
on April 27. The Boston Newspapermen’s
Benevolent Ass’n again is sponsoring the
affair.
Louis Cohn of the Winchester Amusement Co. was in town last week . . . Russell Mack of the Seville in South Portland
was a recent visitor . . . John Anthony,
manager of the Modern in Manchester,
ditto.
Roy

Gill is readying to show film outdoors, at Riverside Park, Auburndale, Mass.

. . . Wendell Rogers local sales representative of the American Mat Co., has been
on the job despite the grippe.
Bob
Livingston, Nebraska operator,
thinks he has a formula for successfully
combating radio competition. Livingston
has been trying out a policy change whereby Sunday afternoon prices go into effect
in the evening, while the higher tariffs
hold

in the better -attended

afternoon.

Joe Longo, United Artists publicist out
of Boston, was doing advance work last
week in Indianapolis . . . Nathan Yamins
and

Stanley Sumner have been in Washington attending Neely bill hearings.

Warren Nichols, Peterborough exhibitor,
had for recent visitors his daughters, one
from Abbott Seminary in Andover and the
other from LaSalle in Auburndale.
Joe Davis, former operator of the Colonial in Southington, Conn., was in the film
district recently . . . Arthur Lockwood,
cuit operator, has been in town.

cir-

Steve Broidy, Ben Welansky, and Nate
Furst were at Hartford last week for the

Paul Levi, publicity manager of the Metropolitan, returned to work last week from

the hard-oi-heerring aid that excels
Increase good will
and
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Marty

Glazer

had

been

cov-

Sam Kurson, head of the Graphic Theatre circuit, and Mrs. Kurson stopped over
in Boston last week, en route to Bangor
headquarters following a lengthy west
coast sojourn . . . Ken Kurson, Graphic
field manager, was in town last week.
Jar l Hermanson, former M&P artist, now
doing motion picture and legit work in New
York, was in town last week . . . Tom
Martell of the U. S. Army Motion Picture
Service was booking in Boston last week.
Bill Riseman and Alec Lercari have concluded modernizing the Strand, Warner
house in Woburn . . . Mildred Reed is now
at the National Screen Service.
Mona

Whitehaurer

has been

installed as

secretary to Harry McDonald, successor to
Charles W. Koerner as RKO
divisional
manager. Originally from Quincy, Miss
Whitehaurer comes to Boston from Providenc . . . Dorothy Hamlin is acting secretary to H. M. Addison, Loew’s State manager, while Joan Gallagher vacations.
Herman

Bamberger

has

been

in town

ahead

of the Rogers & Astaire, “The Castles,” collaborating on publicity with Jack
Granara of RKO . . . Cambridge theatres

are cooperating in a "Major
lor that municipality.
Maurice

Schwartz

Bowes

of the M&P

Day”

publicity

office returned to ivork last week despite
a bronchial condition . . . Esther Callahan
of the Par amount-affiliated
been on sick leave.

circuit

has

Solly Levin, who has been checking for
M-G-M
these past few weeks, was appointed assistant contract clerk last week.
Irving Sussman, Metro Premium Co.
owner, left Boston headquarters last week
and stopped over in Connecticut and New
York before heading west for business.
Branson,

RKO

midwest

divisional

AIR CONDITIONING?
Nothing Better — Nothing Cheaper
Than Well Water

ROBINSON

ARTESIAN
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WELL

EYNNFIEED
CENTER,
MASS.
Tel. Lynnfield Center 123

and

“George
meeting

captain

of

the

prevalent

Schaefer Date Drive,” held a pep
of exchange employes last week.

has

Leo Young, who did considerable radio
exploitation when he was here with Harry
Asher, is continuing aerial publicity in
Portland where he manages the Strand.

Walter

EXCELLOPHONE

of

Thad Barrows, labor and projectionist
leader, is on the coast for the convention
of SMPE. Barrows is expected to be away
for approximately three weeks.

the
sick bed.
ering.
Mrs. Louis Coriarty, operator of the Bijou in Uxbridge, is understood to be considering a sales proposition on the house.

at the State of “Streets

Lila Isen, Wholesale Film Service veteran, was laid up last week as a result of
an automobile accident in Cambridge. Her
husband, David Shapiro, was also in the
crash but was less painfully injured.
Irene Sullivan of the M-G-M checking
department returned to work last week
from sick leave . . . Elizabeth Dervin,
M-G-M cashier, was back last week following grippe . . . Fred Green, Woonsocket
exhibitor, was ill with the grippe last week.
Max

Magovsky,

president

of the

Ex-

change Employes’ Local, continued on the
job at National Screen Service last week
by virtue of several back plasters. He returned to active duty recently before fully
recovering from influenza.
Herman Rifkin, Julian Rifkin, Ed Morey,
Charles Wilson, Sam Seletsky, Jack Davis,
A1 Fecke, and Jack Jennings are back in
Boston following the Republic confab in
New York.
Paul Ketchum, former manager of the
Tower in Lowell who went with the Schine
circuit in Rochester, New York, has been
moved to the Monroe as manager.
Bert Jacocks, local Warner buyer
booker, and Mrs. Jacocks returned
week from a southern vacation.

and
this

Jack Goodwin, managing director of the
Metropolitan, advises that the installation
of new seats in the loges has given that
portion of the house additional popularity .
The new fixed chairs replace former movables.
Harry Snyder, New England division
manager for the Alexander Film Co., has
spotted a test campaign on Kellogg Rice
Krispies at Fall River.
Ed Carroll of the Stuart has been Bermuda-izing . . . Bernard Levy, manager of
the Holyoke Theatre in Holyoke, has been
supervising the modernization of the Frederick E. Lieberman house.
Harry Pearlsweig of M-G-M marries in
June . . . James MacFarland is now publicity head for GB.
L. R. Nichol, assistant to Frank Buck,
arrived in Boston last week with a $25,000
live animal shipment. Storms at sea resulted in the death of about half of the monkeys, reptiles and birds aboard.
The Brockton and Modern theatres in
Brockton were threatened last week by a
general alarm fire that caused $65,000
damage to the adjoining Opera House

PERSONAL
Direct
your

BOOKING

representation
theatre — seven

HERBERT
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the

days

a

SERVICE
exchanges

for

week.
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block . . . S. C. Martin of Ross
has been shifted to Chicago.

Federal

The

legislative committee on constitutional law was asked last week to impose a

$25 limit on

The Massachusetts department of labor
reports a sharp increase in building construction in 55 communities last month.
The increase in the number of building
permits issued was 88 per cent over the
previous month.
Alex

Slocum, Maine salesman for Alexander Film Service, continues ill in Norwalk, Conn . . . Roy Heffner jr„ manager
of the Key in Middleboro, underwent a
minor eye operation last week . . . Jerry
Govan, M&P booker, has been ill.

Richard Rubin is installing air-conditioning at his State Theatre in Saugus . . .
Leon Bolduc, North Conway exhibitor, has
been going over southern circulars in advance of a vacation.

real estate tax rates . . . Al

Lauder, manager of the Trans-Lux, held
“Crisis” for a second consecutive week at
the Washington Street theatre . . . Elissa
Landi was in town last week, appearing at
the Plymouth.
H. M. Richey,

recently

Fair.

information
der room.

Available

here, will be host

Ben

RKO

of E. M. Loew’s

Domingo,

Theatre

city man-

franchise

of the “Priscilla Parker Giveaways,” was out of town this week with
the new cosmetic premium line.

Kenneth Douglass and Leon Foster of
Capitol Theatre Supply Co. have installed
projection equipment at the Orpheum in

will be secretaries,

clerks, and even

manager

ager, held over “Three Smart Girls Grow
Up” for a second week at Keith’s Memorial . . . Ernie Warren, former Warner
salesman now handling the New England

to visiting local exhibitors who take advantage of RKO’s invitation to make that
distributor’s Radio City offices their New
York headquarters during the run of the
World’s

L. R. Barhydi,

Cort Square in Springfield, and Mrs. Barhydt have a new feminine citizen at their
home.

a ladies’ pow-

(Continued

on

page

65)

Dennis Shea, Turner Falls exhibitor, is
back from Canada . . . John Dervin, Nat
Ross, George Haggar, Joe Cronin, and Herb
Schaeffer leave next month for the west
coast convention of United Artists.

Sam

Davidson of Cameo Screen Attractions has the third of the new Tim McCoy
series in his vaults ... Ed Fahey, district
manager for Feiber & Shea, staged a recent fashion show at Nashua, complete
even to having a boardwalk and a radio
commentator for an emcee.

William Alperin, one of our newer
friends, has been booking pictures for only
six months, yet he is already well known
in the film district. Alperin is now an executive of the Lieberman circuit, working his

Joe Marquis, manager of the M&P Egyptian in Brighton, has been elected president
of the board of trade which he helped
revive there.

way

in Boston, part of Monogram’s
tion sales drive.

pre-conven-

Jack Goldstein, directing arrangements
for the motion picture ball to be sponsored
by the Boston Friars’ Club, April 28, at
Boston Gardens, is making his headquarters at the office of M. Murray Weiss.

Francis Cronin, manager of the Community in Dedham for Ralph Snider, tied
in with the policemen’s ball there by sponsoring a jitterbug contest. Cronin, formerly of the Metropolitan, handed out ten pairs
of passes and capitalized in a publicity way
with a crowd of 2,000. The former Boston
theatreman replaces Ben Pickett who went
to the Bijou in Providence.
Sally Fisher, well-known here because
of her post as secretary of Allied Theatres
of New Jersey, is now in Philadelphia with
her former boss, Sid Samuelson . . . Clara
Deutsch is now at the Hotel Lincoln office
in New York.
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and

cashier

at

not only books pictures but acts as a general efficiency man for the various houses.

former Keith’s Memorial assistant publicist
and Graphic circuit manager.

Walter Hartwig plans to open the Ogunquit Playhouse on June 27 for an elevenweek period . . . “George W. Weeks’ Week”
has been prevalent these past seven days

bookkeeper

working out at the Young Men's Christian
Union gym. While he takes time out to
develop his muscles, Willie is also helping
the Lieberman chain develop into one of
strongest combines in New England. He

Richard Mahn, secretary to RKO Divisional Manager Charles Koerner, left for
the west coast this week, driving Koerner’s
Cadillac. He was accompanied by Mrs.
Mahn . . . Also along was Frederick Rush,

William Riseman was in Newark, N. J„
this week. Riseman and Lercari had the
redecoration contract for the Cameo and
American, Harold Eskin houses there . . .
Jack Riff, poster distributor, was in New
York this week.

up from

Warner's. Handball is Willie's chief hobby
and he can be found almost every evening

More

power

to you, Willie, but don't get muscle-bound!
ie

ic

"k

Lionel Forkey, at the right, is another well-known New England chain executive. He works out of the Rialto in Everett, Mass., and is one of the few
Morse circuit managers allowed to book his own pictures. Incidentally,
Forkey is one of the fastest bookers in town.
He comes into the office, looks through his
little black book and tells you just what he
wants and when. That's the way we like to
do business. Lionel continues that outstanding Forkey family trait of taking over rundown theatres and putting them on a moneymaking basis.
*

Hartford, Conn., was

*

*

the scene

of the gala

world's premiere of "Streets of New York"
on April 12th. Many Monogram executives,
from President W. Ray Johnston down, attended together with a corps of magazine and
newspaper writers. This picture stars Jackie
Cooper and young Martin Spellman, one of
the discoveries of the year. With such a grand start, “Streets of New York"
is going to mean better business for many exhibitors. Come on and join the
crowd!

Steve Broidy

Monogram
39 CHURCH

STREET

Pictures, inc.
•
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CONGRATULATIONS to United Artists
on its 20th anniversary, to be celebrated by Lou Wechsler, New Haven exchange manager, and others over the
country on April 23 to May 20. The New
Haven exchange first opened for business
in 1921 under Henry Scully, since deceased, but fondly remembered by many
in the territory. Lou Wechsler, present
manager, has been here for over three
years. Mary O’Brien has been greeting
the customer with the same cordial smile
since the inception of the office. Katherine Sullivan and Therese Speratore also
have been with the office almost ten years.

And congratulations to our friend Harry
Gibbs of Connecticut Films Distributing
Co. on being very much alive and hardly
ever kicking, in spite of the report which
had him dead last week.

Tim O’Toole and Ben Lourie, Columbia
manager and salesman, have won high
place and substantial money prizes in the
Columbia Personal Achievement Campaign. Lourie also is receiving honorable
mention in the current Liquidation Drive
. . . Bill Cinelli, RKO salesman, won a
$100 prize in the March of Time sales
contest.
Welcome for a few weeks to Matt Saunders of the Loew-Poli, Bridgeport, who is
subbing as publicity director for the circuit for Lou Brown who is subbing as Loew
publicity director in Boston for Joe DePisa, temporarily incapacitated by a
throat ailment.

Welcome also to Nestor Auth, new assistant at the Bijou, New Haven, who
had four years’ experience with Loew’s
at the Penn, Pittsburgh, and subsequently
at the Broad, Columbus, and State,
Boston.

Word from Bob Cobe reveals the former
Republic manager is now president, treasurer, chairman of the board of directors,
and lord high executioner of a new corporation, Open Air Theatres of America, Inc.,
with Salisbury, Mass., as a first venture.

Sal Adorno announces he will have his
Middletown open-air theatre ready May
15, and that during the summer he will
construct a 900 to 1,000 seat theatre for
September 1 opening.
Prosperity has seeped into the booking
departments. Larry Germaine of Warner’s
theatre department has a new De Soto.
Sam Germaine of 20th- Fox chose a black
Chevrolet coach.

If winter vacation items continue,
they’ll be running into the annual summer

POPCORN

H A V IE i

jaunt news . . . Jack Findlay of Westerly
and Mystic, is the latest to skip for a few
weeks . . . Mrs. A1 Schuman of the Black
Rock, Bridgeport, has just returned from
Hot Springs, Ark., stopping at Alabama
on the way home to bring her father north
for a visit . . . Jeanette Berliner, Grand
National booker, back at her desk fresh
as a daisy, after a recent illness and cruise
to Nassau to recuperate . . . George Le
Witt of Plainville and New Britain, also
has succumbed to that West Indies cruise
. . . Max Tabackman of the Rivoli, West
Haven, finds the Boston air much better
for recuperating from the grippe and such
. . . Bob Munzner, assistant at the Ma-

Poli managers are taking advantage of
the New England setting of “The Story of
Alexander Graham Bell” to secure the cooperation of the Southern New England
Telephone Co. Poli, New Haven, will display old types of phone equipment in the
lobby. Telephone company sent out bulletins to its employes plugging the picture
. . . This might have been an opportunity
City.
for something like the big time in Dodge

Neely Bill Opposed

Castle dance innovations on “The Story of
Vernon and Irene Castle” . . . Bob started
plugging “Ice Follies” two months ago
when Bess Ehrhardt and her troupe were

By Yale Educator

appearing in the Arena “Ice Follies” and
a special press luncheon was arranged at
the Hotel Taft to honor them. The picture was subsequently pulled several times

New

Haven — Opposing

the

Neely

to the public good . . .”
Dr. May now is serving as a director of
the American Film Center, member of the
motion picture project of the American
council on education and the advisory
committees of the MPPDA on the use of
motion pictures in education.

MEANS

PROFITS

BURCH POPCORN MACHINES ARE
MADE ESPECIALLY FOR THEATRES
SAMUEL HORENSTEIN
288 Palmer St., Box 239,
NEW BEDFORD, MASS.
Massachusetts and Rhode
Island
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Greaseless,

Bill,

Dr. Mark A. May, president of Theatre
Patrons, Inc., and executive director of
the Yale Institute of Human Relations,
writes in a letter which has been published
in the April 13 issue of Theatre News:
“ ... In fact, it is not at all unlikely
that the passage of this bill would actually
result in worse movies instead of better
ones . . . Every fair minded person is glad
to admit that during the past five years a
great improvement has been made in the
quality of motion pictures ... It was a
long time before the producers were persuaded that the higher type of pictures
would pay, but they risked making a few,
and, thanks to block-booking, they paid.
I am convinced that if it had not been for
block-booking a great many people in
America would not have had an opportunity to see such pictures as ‘David Copperfield,’ ‘The Life of Louis Pasteur,’ and ‘The
Life of Zola,’ to mention only a few . . .
I believe it would be for the public good
for the exhibitor to have the right to cancel up to 20 or 25 per cent of the blockbooked pictures in order that he might be
able to exhibit other pictures, especially if
these could be selected in cooperation with
civic organizations. But as the bill now
stands, I am convinced that our organization should oppose it on the ground that
it represents governmental interference
with business in a way that is detrimental

Odorless,

For Full
WriteDetails,
Representatives

J. I. CONROY
104 Elson Road — P. O. Box 54
WALTHAM, MASS.
New Hampshire, Vermont,
Maine, Connecticut

jestic, Bridgeport, writes there’s nothing
like Maine for that post-flu pep-up.

Bob Russell secured feature section
space and art in the Register, Echo and
Theatre News on Castle Walk and other

before itsis current
booking.
Kresge’s music
counter
featuring
the music.
In the heated competition for membership in the Loew’s Dollar Club (the lucky
man gets a certificate and a crisp dollar
bill nicely framed and out of reach),
George Freeman of the Poli, Springfield,
is the latest winner. George succeeded in
luring 1,000 boys from a nearby school
into the theatre. The distinction goes to
the man who brings a minimum of $100
extra revenue in by means of a particular
stunt.
Receipts of the B-41 Exchange Employes’ raffle of $25 will go to the sick
benefit fund which contributes part-pay
to members after the first two weeks’ absence from the job. Following a short
special meeting on May 26 for the drawing, the union will have its annual election of officers in June, President Katherine Fitzgerald announces. The new officers then take office in August.
Herman Rifkin, Charlie Wilson and four
Boston Republic salesmen, stopped to pick
up George Rabinowitz, Republic exchange
manager, en route to convention. Edward
Morey, division manager, who has been a
frequent Elm City visitor, made the trip by
train . . . Milton Hyams became so overheated with enthusiasm for the new Metro
product, that he spent the last two days
of the convention in bed with the grippe
. . . On May 24-25 Metro will have an exclusive regional meet at the Hotel Astor,
New York, for office managers, checking
managers and bookers, with George
Weber, Frank Mullen, and Phil Lazarus
constituting the New Haven contingent
. . . RKO meet is tentatively scheduled for
second week in June, probably last on the
convention list.
There are more ways than one of making a week’s pay, and keeping a date too,
says Nat Rubin, speaking of the boss’ party
the other night ... It wasn’t the money,
it was the sentiment, says Mike Tomasino, who was robbed as he drove into his
garage recently. The thief took $105 receipts which he carried in one wallet, his
pen, watch and brief case. Tomasino
(Continued on page 66)
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Drive-In Season
Brings Activity
Boston — It’s open

ERS of the
SAUND
AGER
jyfAN
oli MATT
York City for
was inL. New
Loew-P
the Circus Saints and Sinners session.

air time.

The

Drive-

In in Weymouth, original ozoner in New
England, got under way last week, Saturday. Phil Smith opened his Cleveland
Drive-In the day before; and planned to
get going today in Detroit. E. M. Loew
expects to have a solid line-up in the near
future at Lynn, Providence, Baltimore and
New Orleans, in addition to his Philadelphia and Florida situations.
Joe Burchini and Bob Cobe spot in Salisbury may open next month. Marcel Mekelburg is already buying product for Milford, Conn. Joe Cifre and George Swartz
are holding off rebuilding in Methuen, but
work is rushing on several locations where
Drive-In Theatres Corp. will operate.

BOSTON
(Continued

from page 63)

New Bedford . . . E. W. Avery and C. H.
Dustin are doing a certain amount of renovation work at the Premier in Meredith.
A. P. Stewart formerly operated the New
Hampshire location.

of the TheLegion, has
dues. The
dollars.

Marcel Mekelberg, treasurer
atrical Post of the American
the call out for the annual
yearly tariff amounts to three

D. J. Toussaint has taken over the Municipal Theatre at East Millinocket, Me.
J. Mack formerly had the house.
George R. Farnum, formerly impartial
member of the local code committee, declared the other day that “Boston is one
of the most expensively administered communities of its size in the world. We have
the highest tax rate of any city in the
country with a population in excess of half
a million. A recent study of costs of 12
comparable American cities showed that
the average per capita cost was $47.66 —
in Boston it was $76.02.”
Irving Anshen of the Master Motion Picture Co. and Helen Hookailo of the equipment division of M&P are heading for a
September, or thereabouts , wedding.
Sadie Coblenz, secretary to Office Manager Henry Wolper of M-G-M, and Louis
Miller of Brockton are engaged and planning an European honeymoon.
George

Kraska,

operator

of the Fine

Arts, has held “Ballerina” for a second
consecutive week.
George Richardson, National Screen
Service booker, and Ruth Jacobs were to
have been married Wednesday.

Readying

"Sighs"

Hollywood — Dean

at WB

Franklin

is ready-

ing “Bridge of Sighs” at Warner Bros.
Background is the bridge between the
Criminal Court’s building and the Tombs
in New York.
BOXOFFICE

The Civic Theatre at Waterbury has decided to call it a season and cancelled the
last two plays.
The Warner, Torrington, has tied up
with the Torrington Creamery and is giving free ice cream to the kids at Saturday
morning matinees.
Loew-Poli will give a midnight vaudeville show May 5 for the benefit of the
Boys’ Club and on May 9 the house will
be taken over by the Everyman’s Bible
Class for their Masonic day exercises.
Martin Good

Rider, the Indian boy who

plays with Shirley Temple in “Suzannah
of the Mounties,” made a personal appearance here . . . Jean Parker and Kathcently. arine Hepburn were also in the city reLouise Platt, the Stamford film actress,
will take over the summer theatre at Guilford this year.
“Dodge City” was held a second week at
the Warner . . . The Rialto, Norwalk,
played “Ave Marie” and “The Life and
Death of Pope Pius XI” on the same bill
for one day.
Harry Rose of the Globe pulled “I Demand Payment” after one showing.

M&P Beacon Is Acquired
By Welansky Interests
Boston

— Ben

Welansky

interests

have

taken over the Beacon Theatre on Tremont
St. The leasehold of M&P, which operated
the landmark for years, recently expired.
James Darby, former Metropolitan treasurer who moved to the Beacon several
years ago as resident manager, has been
named manager of the Regent in Norwalk, Conn. The latter location, undergoing modernization, will open soon as
the Norwalk Theatre.

Pagliarini Will Open
House at Apponaug
Boston — Alexander

Pagliarini

Loew Staffs Vote
On TMAT Issue
Boston — TMAT

local organizational

ef-

forts approached a showdown last week
when elections as to recommendations
were held at Loew’s State and Loew’s Orpheum. Six votes were protested, one by
both Loew’s, Inc., and the union, as ballots were sealed for consideration by the
state labor commission. The latter body
held a hearing Monday, at which time decision was reserved. The TMAT must be
supported by a majority of eligible employes if the union is to be recognized at
the two local Loew’s spots.
William Scott, national organizer for
the motion picture division of the TMAT,
has been in town. Also here, coordinating with local organizer Tom Roach has
been Counsel Gustave Gerber.
H. M. Addison, Loew’s divisional manager, was forced to postpone a business
trip to be on hand this week.

Exchange
Union
Nominate Employes'
New Officers
Boston — With

the possibility of an

ex-

change employes’ local walk-out in sympathy with IATSE endeavors to solidify
projection ranks, the first general meeting
of the film district union in nearly two
years was held last week.
Max Magovsky of National Screen Service was nominated to succeed himself as
president of the local. Mike Gorf inkle
of Columbia, Jack Martin of Republic,
Matty Moriarity of Warner, and Carroll
Denehy of Grand National were also
nominated as presidential candidates.
Nominated for vice-president were Ann
Rolfe of 20th-Fox, incumbent, and Gladys
Moynihan of RKO. Margaret Tedder of
Columbia is running against Frank Rahilly
of RKO for the treasurership. Ann Early of
Paramount, present secretary, is unopposed
for that office.
Each exchange is to vote for one of its
members to serve on the board of directors.
This system replaces last year’s procedure
whereby directors were practically handpicked.

is to open

a motion picture theatre in Apponaug,
R. I. Pagliarini is having a bowling alley
remodeled for operation as a theatre three
days a week. Joe Cifre is furnishing the
equipment.

REASONS

FOR

Script —Republic's
Hollywood
Republic’s "Parade"
“Hit Parade

of

1939,” a Sol Siegel production, will be
adapted by George Beck and Olive Cooper.

SUPPORTING

REPUBLIC
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Slate Four Filmites lor
Friars' Club Posts
(Continued

from

page

64)

Phil

managed to drop $400 he had been carrying around for a week, out of another
pocket on to the automobile seat, without
being detected but the man fooled him by
diriving off with the car. All that doesn’t
matter as much to him, however, as the
loss of the brief case, which was a gift
from A1 Kane, former Paramount manager here.
World premiere of Monogram’s ‘‘Streets
of New York” at the State, Hartford, was
publicized on the air by the Friends of
Boys, ivho dramatized the plot on WTHT.
The State, in turn, gave the organization
a benefit showing of the picture Saturday
afternoon for its summer camp. Dave
Kinzler gets credit for the stunt of giving
ten pairs of guest tickets to the first ten
submitting longest lists of Hartford streets
corresponding in name to New
York
thoroughfares. The Hartford Times gave
this good space.
Harry Lavietes, Phil Sherman, Nat
Furst, Larry Germaine, and Leo Ricci
were among those present at the State
opening and had their pictures taken in
the office. How Kinzler will use the pictures to help put Jackie Cooper over is
not very clear.
Larry

Decker

delivers the goods as secre-

tary of his church’s Men’s Club in New
London . . . John Hesse followed up the
private “Wuthering Heights” preview for
Professor William Lyon Phelps by securing the cooperation of Donald Eldridge,
head of Visual Education work in the public schools, in announcing, studying and
plugging the picture in Motion Picture
Clubs and ‘‘lit” classes. Hesse had
of his striking lobbies as well.
Checks

are

beginning

another

to pour

in

for

this year’s Will Rogers Memorial Drive,
Lou Wechsler reports. Several meetings
of the committee including all exchange
heads,
office.

have

been

held

at

the

20th-Fox

Ed Fitzpatrick, Waterbury Loew-Poli
manager, is gaming renown as a sports
manager with his latest presentation, a
tennis match of Long Island University
Blackbirds vs. the Brasscos, group of Connecticut stars, including Waterbury K. of
L. players. Fitzie now plans to match up
his victorious Brasscos urith New York
Renaissance, world’s pro champions. The
manager also has been president of Waterbury amateur baseball league . . . Enthusiasm of James Bracken, Warner contact manager, for the ancient and noble
sport of St. Andrew has grown so with his
achievement of a M)-yard drive this week,
that he has given up tennis altogether .
Captain Walter Branson of the George
Schaefer Drive and Harry Michalson, RKO
short

subject sales manager, visited Barney Pitkin and the New Haven exchange
last week and delivered a few inspiring
talks on the drive which still has seven
weeks to go. Important pictures still to be
released for the current season were announced as “Little Mother” and “Fifth
Avenue Girl” with Ginger Rogers; “Virginia City,” an epic of the west; “Career,”
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Strong

“Memory

radio

of Love,”

contest
with

picture,

Carole

and

Lombard.

John Glackin is not only Sound View’s
only exhibitor. He’s one of the pillars of
the church as well, and often officiates at
the collection plate. Glackin will open the
Strand and Casino for the summer season
about June 1 . . . Tim O'Toole and Ben
Lourie will be walking the boardwalk at
Atlantic City in between convention talks,
beginning May 8.
Ralph Pasho of the Gem, Naugatuck, is
competing for the local championship in
ping-pong, in which he wields a mean
bat . . . Sam Hadelman of the Capitol,
Bridgeport, should be a father by the time
he reads this column . . . Nathan Lampert

Boston — Edward

Ansin,

Steve

Broidy,

Nate Furst, and Morris Pouzzner, are scheduled to be elected trustees of the Boston Friars’ Club at the annual meeting of
the film fraternity Tuesday, at 7:30 p. m.,
in the Hotel Statler clubrooms. The four
film

men, all independents, were unanimously nominated by Joe Cifre, Joe Cohen,
Maurice Green, Ben Stein, and William
Mancuso.
Ted Fleisher, Louis Gordon, Louis Klebenov, Harry Rogovin, and A1 Somerby
have been nominated for election to the
ensuing

year’s

nominating

committee.

Frolic and Ball Will
Be Held on April 28

of the

“borscht” circuit is promised removal of his cast in two more months.
Meantime, Broadbrook has been closed

Boston — The Boston Friars’ Frolic, and
motion picture ball, to provide funds for
the showing of films to shut-ins, will be
held Friday, April 28, at Boston Gardens.

and

Four

Sam Lampert is now managing Windsor. Colchester has been taken over by

Nathan’s son-in-law and daughter, the
Marcovs . . . Sympathy to Michael Daly on
the death of his father-in-law . . . Congratulations to Sid Swirsky on another
birthday and a few less hair . . . Carmen
Mascoli of the Alhambra, Waterbury, and
Grace Rossi have that dreamy look and
are talking about a date in September.
Rialto,

Windsor

Locks,

will have

its

bands will provide the music; contracts have been signed with Tom Dorsey,

Phil Spitalny,
die Liner.

Tommy

Reynolds,

and

Ed-

Lou Brown Subs lor
DiPesa at Loew's

Boston — Lou Brown was brought here
from New Haven last week by H. M. Ad-

dressing-up job some time in June, with
perhaps a short closing . . . The LoewPoli division offices were completely re-

dison, Loew’s divisional manager, to handle local Loew’s publicity while Joseph A.
DiPesa is confined. DiPesa has been at
the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary

painted in Harry Shaw’s absence, and
Charlotte has her office bedecked in new
spring drapes.

following throat hemorrhages. His condition is said to be considerably improved.
A1 Longo handled the advertising for

Wallace Rosenthal, former assistant
manager at the Lincoln before the Joseph
Levine regime, is back in the same post
under Mrs. Jack Crawford . . . Joe Einhorn, assistant to Ernest Pelson under Levine, is now working with Alfred T. Mannon, national distributor of “Unashamed,”
nudist film. Mannon just returned from a
southern business trip.
Dick Cohen is cutting in with his new
18 -week Hostess Carving set, which starts
this month at the Capitol, Waterbury;
Park. Allingtown; Lyric and Apollo, New
Haven; Community, Oakville, etc. Dick is
also booking a 20-week enamelware series.
Demolition of the church on the future
theatre site of Joseph Quittner and Peter
Perakos in Jewett City has begun and
construction will go full speed ahead now
. . . More information is desired on a certain mysterious “woo-woo” story which is
circulating on Meadow Street . . . 20thFox inspection department loses some of
its pulchritude when Cynthia Cavelier
leaves this week to be married to Dr.
Ralph Severino of this city.
Speaking

of

pretty

girls, Edna

May

Bereton of the Capitol, East Haven, boxoffice would get plenty of votes for first
place . . . And speaking of cashiers, Flo
Hogan of the Majestic, Bridgeport, eloped
with a fireman last week, was in an auto
accident on her honeymoon, and came
home with a fractured arm.
Richard Greene, film star, will come to
Yale in the near future to pose in some
closeups

for “Briton

at Yale.”

Loew’s

State

and

prior to Brown’s

NEW

Orpheum

for

a

week

arrival.

HAMPSHIRE

JHE State Theatre in Manchester was
used five mornings, April 17-21, for sessions of the annual Spring Cooking School,
sponsored by the Manchester Electric Appliance League. Ranges, refrigerators and
other

devices that make Milady’s household work easier were displayed on the

stage.
Philias J. Chabot, 69, a veteran musician and former member of the legislature, is dead in Dover. For 50 years a
bandsman, he played with the old Lafayette Band of Somersworth, the Dover Cornet Band, the Rochester City Band and
the Pacific Mill Band.
Charlotte Lewis of Littleton, “Miss New
Hampshire of 1939,” has returned to her
studies at Plymouth Normal School after
a jaunt

to Florida.

Construction of a new grandstand and
modernization of the clubhouse are due
to start at the Rockingham Park race
track in Salem.
The State Operating Co. has been granted a city permit to repair the marquee
of the Palace Theatre in Manchester.
Buildings damaged by last September’s
hurricane at Pine Island Park, Manchester’s summer amusement center, are being repaired.
BOXOFFICE
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Unusual Pace Set

Three-Day SETOA Convention
Will Be Held in Jacksonville

Bg Remodeling
Dallas — New

construction

and

remodel-

ing of theatres in the southwest reflects
unusual activity for this season as judged
by the following jobs now under way in
the offices of Corgan & Moore, Dallas theatre architects. Several new balconies are
being added in remodeling.
A complete remodeling job is being done
for Lonnie Legg at the Superba Theatre
in Denison. Work includes addition of a
125-seat balcony.
A new theatre for the Long circuit, 550
seats, the structure also to include store
spaces, is expected to start in Cleveland
in two weeks. It will be called the “Pines.”
A 925-seat theatre for the Arkansas
Amusement Co. (Robb & Rowley) will be
started the middle of May at Little Rock.
At the same time contract will be let to
remodel the Highland Theatre there for
the same interests, the work to include
a new 125-seat balcony.
The new Campus Theatre, Stillwater,
Okla., is practically finished. Building seats
440. Griffith Amusement Co. is the owner.
Three new houses in New Mexico are
under way for the R. E. Griffith Theatres.
The Tower at Carlsbad is about one-fourth
complete. It seats about 800. Foundation
is in for the Hobbs in Hobbs, seating 884.
Contract for the 900 -seat Clovis at Clovis
will be let April 24.

Trade

Practice Draft Is

Taken Coolly in Texas
Dallas — Comments

from

Texas

exhibi-

tors approached by Bqxoffice for their
opinions on the new trade practice draft,
have been few and far between. L. C. Tidball, of the Isis in Ft. Worth, said the draft
was all right as far as it went but that it
didn’t go far enough. He admitted, however, he had not made a complete study
of the document. He said he had nothing
to do with making the draft and preferred to wait for the final measure as
adopted before giving any further opinion.
Raymond Cornes, Cornes Theatre, Farmersville, said he was not familiar enough
with the new draft to offer an opinion.
Many other exhibitors answered practically as did Cornes.

Second Suit by 20th-Fox
Against Theatre Owner
Oklahoma

City — The

second

suit within

Little

Rock,

Ark. — The

board

of direc-

tors of the Arkansas ITO met in Little
Rock Sunday afternoon to discuss plans
for the association’s annual convention to
be held here April 23-24.
In addition to prominent out-of-state
speakers, J, F. Norman, president of the
organization, stated that State Senator
Gene Higginbotham of Hardy had been
invited to speak. Other features on the
program include a banquet and floor show
on Monday evening, April 24.
Norman also stated 55 new members had
come into the Arkansas ITO during the
past few months and that a large attendance is expected.
Here for the meeting Sunday were Louie
Haven, Forrest City; O. G. Wren and
J. F. Norman, Little Rock; Bill Malin,
Augusta; Charles F. Bonner, Pine Bluff;
K. K. King, Searcy, and Sidney Wharton,
Warren.

Allied President Cole to
Arkansas Trade Parley
Dallas — Col.

H.

A.

Cole, president

of

Allied States Ass’n, said he expected to
remain in his Dallas office the next two
or three days. He returned from Kansas
City early in the week but declined to state
the purpose of his visit. He planned to
leave Sunday for a social visit to the Arkansas independent exhibitors’ convention
in Little Rock on that day and Monday,
with sessions to be presided over by President Jeff Norman. The Arkansas independents are not affiliated with a national
body, Col. Cole said.

K. Lee Williams Names
Four New Managers
Oklahoma

City — K.

Lee

Williams

convention

of the

Outstanding speakers have been invited
to talk on trade problems. Not immediately available, the list of acceptances is
said to be impressive.
Deep sea fishing, golf tournament, beach
parties and other entertainment features
are planned, according to M. C. Moore,
president of the organization. Riley P.
Davis, of Theatrical Printing Co. and golf
chairman, said names of various committees will be announced later. Mayor Hartsfield, of Atlanta; Mr. Hastings, manager
of the Ansley, and Hewitt M. Heninger,
manager of the George Washington Hotel,
spoke.
Among those who attended the meeting
were Bill Griffin, Culman, Ala.; Mack
Jackson, Alexander City, Ala.; Col. Thomas E. Orr, of Albertville, Ala.; Hammond
Green, also of Albertville; R. E. Martin
and Hugh Martin, both of Columbus, Ga.;
Ernest Martin, of Montezuma, Ga.; J. H.
Thompson, of Hawkinsville, Ga.; Mrs.
Louis Bach; H. Solomon, of Chattanooga;
Mrs. Sam Borisky and Mrs. Abe Borisky,
both of Chattanooga; Mr. Shingler and
Mr. Cowart, both of Edison, Ga.; M. G.
Lee, Cuthbert, Ga.; Frank Harris, representing George Wilby theatres; Jack Barrett; Riley P. Davis; Charlie Karr, booker
for Martin Theatres; Johnny Harrell, of
Martin Theatres; Mr. Mowbrey, of Blue
Ridge, Ga.; Mrs. Taylor of Copper Hill,
Tenn.; E. E. Whitaker, of Lucas & Jenkins; Eddie Watson, of Montevallo, Ala.;
Harold Spears, and many others.

Meeting
has

t
wa

a manager

of Oklahoma
Date Soon

Oklahoma

City — Announcement

of the

date for the annual convention of the
Oklahoma MPTO is expected to be made
soon by Morris Loewenstein, president.
Setting of a date has been held up pending adjournment of the legislature. The
lawmakers are due to break up and go
home April 22. No action by them on
laws affecting the industry is looked for.
The MPTO convention was crowded out
last year by the national MPTOA
ing here.
New
Horatio,

Horatio

Ark. — The

meet-

Sound
Horatio

Theatre,

which was recently changed to the Ace
Theatre, has installed a new RCA sound
system. Buster Smith is manager of the
house.
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Bill Frazier has been named
at Nashville, Ark.

annual

Prominent in discussions slated for the
calendar are the Neely anti-block booking
bill, the distributors’ trade practice revision proposal, the government suit to divorce exhibition from production and distribution, increased film rentals, and other
moot subjects.

MPTO

announced the appointment of four new
managers for his theatres and installation of a repair shop and service headquarters here in Oklahoma City. Bill Dilbeck is in charge of the new repair shop.
New K. Lee Williams Theatres, Inc.,
managers include the following:
Louis Littlefair, permanent manager of
the three Williams theatres at Nashville,
Ark. Comes from Stanford, Tex.
R. C. Lloyd, city manager at Broken
Bow, Okla., formerly manager of houses
at Conchas Dam, N. M„ and Roswell, N. M.

r
to de
un
,
x.
Te now

The Biggerstaff suit asks $322 damages
based on contracts signed June 26, 1936,
for features and shorts.

Atlanta — The

Southeastern Theatre Owners’ Ass’n will
be held May 28, 29 and 30 at the George
Washington Hotel in Jacksonville, a called
meeting of members at the Ansley Hotel
here decided.

Map Convention

k.e,
Artlrl
evai
Tkhs
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,
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ten days against a theatre owner for alleged breach of contract has been filed by
20th Century-Fox Film Corp. in district
court here against Doc Biggerstaff, who
operates the Ritz at Blanchard, Okla.
Previous suit was filed against W. T. Kerr,
operator of theatres at Davis and Sulphur,
Okla.

Ark. ITO Directors
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Impressive Tribute
Is Paid O'Donnell
Dallas — Three

hundred

friends

of R. J.

O’Donnell paid him tribute Monday
Adolphus Hotel during ceremonies
culminated in the presentation to the
Barker of his portrait, tendered by
bers of the Variety Club.

at the
which
Chief
mem-

Former Attorney General William C. McGraw made the principal address during
the presentation on behalf of the Variety
Club.

O’Donnell is “one of the first citizens of Dallas, is known throughout the
nation and is beloved by all who know
him,”

McGraw

said.

“Show business in the old days had a
tinsel quality, something that shone by
night but was

rarely connected

with every-

Victimize Merchants With
Unauthorized Ad Sales

Oklahoma Senate

Dallas — From the Allied office a complaint of R. N. Smith at Mission, was told
involving transient advertising schemes
attempted in two of his towns recently.
At Falfurrias salesmen sold merchants
some sort of screen advertising against
strict orders of Smith to the ad company

Whips Work Law

representative, it was told. It seems money
was collected for the advertising from
merchants, but wasn’t delivered.
About two months before, ad salesmen
sold spaces for clocks to be used in Smith’s
theatres in Donna and Falfurrias. Money
was collected by salesmen for these ads,
but nothing further was heard from the
clock salesmen, it was said.
Commenting on the complaint, Col. Cole
recalled many times warnings have been
issued to exhibitors to be on the lookout
for advertising schemes of this kind.

day living” McGraw said. “But it is men
like Bob O’Donnell who have put it on
a fine basis and made the theatre and show
business the highest type and part of a
community. He’s a man whose warm
impulsiveness and great generosity have
endeared him to close friend and casual
acquaintance
The

alike,” McGraw

said.

speaker told of Variety Club’s
tensive charity undertakings under

leadership

and

influence

exthe

of O’Donnell.

Touched by McGraw’s tribute to him and
the welcome of the crowd, O’Donnell probably for the first time in his life was
unable

to respond for the moment. However, he expressed appreciation from his

heai’t to club members and
the nice things he said.
John

Doctoroff,

famed

to McGraw

artist who

for

did the

portrait, was presented by O’Donnell. Paul
Short handled arrangements for the program and was chairman of the portrait
committee. The picture hangs in the Variety club rooms.

Oklahoma City — Without serious opposition the senate has repealed the controversial wage-hour law, 28 to 6. It is
expected the house will follow in the steps
of the senate.
The

law

established

a

commission

to

determine wages and hours for all industry in the state. A number of codes were
established when the bill was attacked in
court

by Associated Industries of Oklahoma, and the commission halted hearings pending ruling by the court. The
theatre industry was understood to have
been next in line for hearing on wages

and hours
tracked.

when

the

measure

was

side-

The

bill was passed by the last legislature within the space of a few hours
after the U. S. supreme court had held a
similar

act, passed

by the state of Wash-

ington, constitutional. Washington’s act,
however, did not apply to men, whereas
Oklahoma’s
minors.

did, as well as to women

and

Two weeks ago the state supreme court
held the law was constitutional, insofar
as it applied to the wages and hours of
women, but held unconstitutional the section applying to men and minors.
Gov. Leon C. Phillips, early in his administration, signed an executive order removing the office personnel in charge of
the wage and hour bill. Ease with which
the repealer was whipped through the senate is almost definite indication the act
will be repealed.

"Tillie" to Republic
Hollywood — Screen rights to “Tillie the
Toiler,” from the comic strip by Russ
Westover, have been acquired by Republic.

Big Doings at the Dallas Variety Club —
The trade has become so accustomed to the Dallas Variety Club doing what it does in a big way that there was no surprise
when the O’Donnell portrait presentation ceremony became an event. Paul Short, division manager for National Screen
Service, did the formalities in the top shot at the microphone. At the left are William McGraw, former state attorney general, toastmaster; John Doctoroff, artist who painted the portrait; the subject, himself, R. J. O’Donnell, vice-president and
general manager of the Interstate circuit and the club’s chief barker; Mrs. O’Donnell; R. E. Griffith, president of
R. E. Griffith Theatres and first assistant chief barker, and W. G. Underwood, Republic franchise holder and charter
member of the club directorate. At the right, the Dallas delegation to the national Variety convention in Detroit gets set
for the trip with plans to bring home a convention scalp for 1940. Present, bottom row: B. C. Gibson, United Artists
special representative; Harry Sachs, Interstate chief booker; “Buddy” Harris, TAD Screen sales manager; Lloyd Rust, Republic manager; Burt King, RCA division head; George P. O’Rourke, president O’Rourke Construction Co.; Duke Evans,
general manager Evans Printing and Poster Co. Second row: Jack Underwood, Columbia manager; James O. Cherry,
Dallas Interstate city manager; O’Donnell; Wallace Walthall, National Screen branch manager; E. J. Solon, Interstate
treasurer; Short; Meyer Rachofsky, vice-president Mercantile National Bank; Robert L. Jones, chief of police; Elmer
Zrenner, Interstate sound supervisor ; Frank Starz, Interstate director of advertising and publicity.
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GUIDE . . . to a Happy Landing
HAVEN'T you seen incoming planes make perfect
three-point landings as they glide into port? At
the controls are highly trained pilots who skillfully guide these planes into a smooth and gradual
descent. They glide them in to a perfect and Happy
Landing.

The Theatre Architect is "at the controls" of theatres
he designs. He makes it easy for the Exhibitor to get
his building costs down to earth without any sudden
or unforeseen

shock to the showman's

pocketbook.

Because of the Theatre Architect's experience and
forethought he takes an easy glide and guides the
Exhibitor into a finished theatre building with all cost
included.
We have been pilots for many successful theatres.
Let us guide you with your building or remodeling
problems.
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Club members were well entertained Tuesday night at a stag party
given by the Dallas Athletic Club. The
Barkers wore western regalia and reported
a big evening.

Joe Clemmons jr., of the Dodd
koff, was advancing his bookings

at MalaTuesday.

Paul Wood is now owner of the Deport
Theatre at Deport with purchases of the
interest of Ralph Moore, of Stonewall,
Okla. The theatre building, however, belongs to a corporation of local business
men. The staff consists of Woody Esliclc,
projectionist; Mrs. Tom Ferguson, cashier
and Thomas Terry, doorman.
The 17 Variety delegates leave next
Wednesday night to attend the national
convention in Detroit. Good odds are they
will land the 1940 convention for Dallas.
Ed

Hartley,

head

of National

Theatre

Supply’s sound department, passed through
Dallas Wednesday on his return to New
York from a tour of southern branches.

Is Approved

visitor. He is interested
equipment distribution.

VARIETY

Mrs. Earl Jones, widow of the late exhibitor who died in Brownfield a few days
ago, was on the Row in company with
Audry and Mrs. Cox, of Lamesa. Mrs.
Jones plans to operate her three Brownfield theatres with the aid of her two sons,
it was learned during their Dallas visit.

Dyer Receivership Report
in theatres

Oklahoma City — Roy L. Sullivan’s final
report as receiver for Dyer Theatre Supply Co., has been accepted by the county
district court here.

Rubin Frels of Victoria and Ted Lewis
of Texarkana, were headquartering in the
Allied office, conferring with Col. Cole,
and during intermissions did booking for
their theatres.

The

report lists assets as follows: Accounts receivable, $1,406.05; meter deposits, $35.00; inventory, new, $1,444.19;
office fixtures and equipment, $100; inventory, used, $1,184.10; truck, $250, and
cash $69.70, for a total of $4,489.04.
Liabilities listed: Merchandise accounts

Lynn

Stocker, of the R. E. Griffith organization, defeated Herman Biersdorf,
20th Century-Fox manager in their playoff for first prize in the Variety Golf
Tournament. Both scored 96, but Stocker
had an eight handicap for the win. He
was given the silver goblets, valued at
$200, and donated by the film salesmen.
Biersdorf automatically qualified for second prize, a gold watch donated by Interstate circuit.

payable, $4,965.89; other accounts receivable, $921.97, and checks returned to
payee, $161.20, for a total of $6,049.06.
Principal accounts payable were listed
as follows: William Screen Co., $254.81;
Wenzel Co., $1,270.78; Edward H. Wolk
Co., $222.01; Lavegzi Machine Works,
$217.69; National Fan and Blower Corp.,
$278.91; Daly Ticket Co., $100; General
Scientific Corp., $60; Palmer Show Card

L. C. Griffith of Oklahoma City spent
the weekend in Dallas visiting with his
brother, R. E.
Plans

are

being

made

for

Louis

Novy, Diterstate’s Austin
(Continued on page 72)

AAA

Paint Co., $72.70; Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co.,
$837.11; United States Air Conditioning
Corp., $583.67; National Theatre Supply
Co., $112.19; Brown and Bigelow, $103.80;
and Garver Electric Co., $426.10.

Interstate

circuit’s annual convention to be held at
Galveston and tentatively set for the second week in May. During past years all
theatremen in the organization and executives from the home office, except a
few stationed at home to carry on necessary business, were in attendance. This
year the number of employes to go will be
larger, it was said.

Senor Rodriquez, of A. Rodriquez Y
Hno., Monterey, Mexico, was a Pilmrow

by Court

and

city

Expenses

of receivership

were

listed as

$233.76.
The original petition for receivership was
filed in district court July 1, 1938, by
Co.
Harry Williams for the Williams Screen
Tom Dyer, former president of the supply firm, now is connected with the Oklahoma Theatre Supply Co., as a traveling
representative.
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j^FTER a healthy week’s run at the Aztec
Theatre, “Dodge City” was moved over
to the Texas Theatre Sunday for an extended engagement . . . “Jesse James”
played a return date at the Palace Theatre last week.

Independent Pool
Meet bp Map 1
Oklahoma

Guillermo Calderon is attending Draughon’s Business College to brush up on his
English . . . Constantin Bakaleinikoff ,
Hollywood motion picture orchestra conductor, directed the Southwestern Orchestra and Chorus of 1,000 on the Municipal
Auditorium stage Saturday night. The
event was broadcast over WAOI and the
blue and red networks.

“Harlem Rides the Range,” an all-Negro
western distributed by Sack Amusement
Enterprises, played a midnight engagement at the Empire Theatre Saturday.
This is the only local house showing this
type of racial pictures.
The San Antonio Sunday Express has
brightened up its theatrical pages with
extra large photographs . . . The Sun,
weekly tabloid, made its initial appearance on downtown streets this month sans
theatre ads and radio material.

Leon Remodeling
Dallas — Server

Leon

is remodeling

Signs Edgar Kennedy
has

signed

be-

announce the group’s mass meeting will be
held here around May 1 unless organization falls behind. It has been decided
not to go ahead with final plans until
every section of the state has been thoroughly organized.
It is also announced that the plan for
assessments to finance operations of the
pool, previously set at $5 to $10 per month,
has been dropped in favor of an assessment of three per cent of the feature
picture billings of each individual operator.
Backers also intimate that within a
week they will be ready to announce the
complete organization setup and to release a statement of the policy.
Buying of pictures by interested organizers is still being held up pending organization of the pool and adoption by
the group of buying policies.

Edgar

Kennedy to appear in six short comedies
on the 1939-40 program. Bert Gilroy will
produce.

For Posterity —

Left to right: Hal Norfleet, Molly
O’Daniel, Dr. E. H. Sellards.

Austin,

Tex. — The

gift of a

print

of

“Man of Conquest,” the story of Sam
Houston, to the University of Texas proved
to be an outstanding publicity stunt for
Republic Pictures. Hal Norfleet, southern
director of publicity, originated the idea.
Working

Tornado at Stephens , Ark.,
Damages Ritz Theatre
Stephens,

RKO

are now

his

Aztec Theatre at Albany and installing
new equipment, including a new sound
system from National Theatre Supply Co.,
according to J. I. Roberts, branch manager
of that equipment house.

Hollywood — RKO

City — Meetings

ing held in separate sections of the state
to organize each district into a unit for
the forming independent buying pool of
independent theatre owners. Backers also

Ark. —

The

tornado

that

swept this town damaged the Ritz Theatre. The house was not open at the time,
however, for the Ritz does not operate on
Wednesday nights. Ten buildings were
destroyed, one person injured, and damage estimated at $50,000 was caused by
the tornado.

through the Men’s Inter-Community Ass’n of the University, the print
was sealed and buried in solid concrete
in the grounds of the University Museum.
The ceremonies were held during the
University ex-student round-up, and 25
years from date (1964), the seal will be
broken and the print screened. Thereafter the print becomes the property of the
Museum. Miss Molly O’Daniel, University
freshman and daughter of the governor
of Texas, accepted the film for the MICA
organization, and Dr. E. H. Sellards for
the Museum.

NOW

Simplex "E" Sound
Same

High Quality as Simplex 4-Star Sound

Just a little smaller ior the small theatre with seats up to 800 — DE LUXE
Sound head with Rotary Stabilizer on all sizes.

Whittlers 1—
Judge Allen B. Hanney of Houston
initiates Gail Patrick, Richard Dix
and Joan Fontaine (left to right) into
the Houston Whittlers Club on the occasion of the world premiere of “ Man
of Conquest.” In the background is
Mrs. George Nicholls, wife of the director, and to her left, Hal Norfleet, in
charge of exploitation for Republic
Pictures. The other men are members of the Whittlers Club.
BOXOFFICE
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Interstate Will Start Its
Seventh Austin House

R&R-United Hold a
Two-Day Meeting
Dallas — The

Robb

&

Austin,

Rowley-United

cir-

cuit opened a two -day convention here
Wednesday at the Adolphus Hotel. Partners and managers were in attendance.
It was a “family” affair, with discussions centered on new ideas for selling
R&R houses.
From the home office were H. B. Robb,
E. H. Rowley, Mike Rice, attorney; C. V.
Jones, Don Douglas and others from the
booking and accounting departments.
Theatre managers in attendance:
Texas — J. Y. Robb, Big Springs; W. A. Stuckert,
Brenham;
Stanley Swift, Cameron; K. N. Greer,
Cisco; A. E. McClain, Colorado; Doug
Mitchell,
Commerce;
B. L. Collins, Corpus Christi; Earl
Schultz. Crockett; W. L. Pullen, Dallas; Spencer
Sanders and J. D. Hillhouse, Dallas; P. J. Poag,
Del Rio; C. W. Taylor, Hillsboro; Lamar
Parrish,
Huntsville; G. W. Spence, Laredo; Courtney and
Dunn,

Mineral Wells; W. R. Gerhard, Mt. Pleasant; J. F. Jones and Alex Blue, Palestine; Lawrence Miller, Robstown;
Lance
Davis, Rotan;
J. D. Jones and H. L. Youngblood, San Angelo;
H. E. Hardgrave, Sherman;
John Lilly, Sulphur
Springs; H. M. Rogers, Sweetwater; H. H. Hoke
and Howard
Bland jr., Taylor; Leaman
Marshall,
Terrell; Dave Callahan, Waxahachie.
Oklahoma — T. M. Davidge, Durant; S. L. Stokes,
McAlester; G. B. Proctor and H. M. Marsh, Muskogee.
Arkansas — Wallace Kauffman,
Benton;
Ralph
Noble, Little Rock; Ray
Morrow, Malvern, and
Ed Rowley jr., Memphis, Tenn.

Krasna

Scripts "Vigil"

Hollywood — Norman

Krasna

will

script

“Vigil in the Night,” from the A. J. Cronin
novel, for RKO.

Tex. — Ground

breaking

Plans for a theatre in the south area
were drawn several years ago, but construction was postponed. Recent rapid
development, however, with many new
residents south of the river, brought about
construction at this time. Interstate officials were in Austin last week conferring
with Novy on details of the new theatre
which will seat 750 and be similar to the
Varsity, the circuit’s deluxe neighborhood
house adjacent to the University of Texas
campus.

Continue
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Modernization
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Featured

Roles
Bogart

and

Margaret Lindsay have been assigned featured roles in “Desert Storm” at Warner.
Don Ryan is on the script.

DALLAS
(Continued

from page 70)

manager,
came up to attend
the O’Donnell
portrait presentation
program.

opening up Sanders’ new Cactus Theatre,
Glenn put over an attractive four-page
special section carrying many congratulatory ads from merchants.
Boyd Scott of New Braunfels is now
manager of the Strand and Ritz in Uvalde,
succeeding Foster Lyman, transferred to
Seminole, Olcla., it was learned on the
Row.
After 12 years as theatre manager in
Port Arthur, Fred Putnam has resigned
as head of the Pearce. The new manager
is A. M. Avery, from Jefferson Amusement’s home office in Beaumont.
A balcony is being constructed in R. N.
Smith’s Plaza Theatre in Donna.

COOLING

BUFFALO

Theatre

Glen Fannin, with M. A. Sanders in Lubbock, stopped off two days en route home
from Pecos where he went to take part in

Fluorescent Lights
marvelous

Waters

Oklahoma

City — Five

promotions

one resignation are announced
fith Amusement Co.

and

by Grif-

Kenneth Blackledge, former city manager at Frederick, Okla., is new city manager at El Reno, Okla., and Lew Chatham, city manager at Norman, has resigned to become an executive with the
Gnffith-Dickinson circuit in Kansas and
Missouri.
The El Reno properties were purchased
two weeks ago from Orville Enloe and
F. E. Loomis. Blackledge took over their
management April 15 when Griffith assumed control of the three theatres there.
Earle Settle, manager
and Yale at Okmulgee,

of the Orpheum
has been named

manager of Griffith’s Ramona, Grand and
Ritz at Frederick, Okla., and Foster Lyman, former Griffith-Pickens manager at
Uvalde, Tex., has been moved to Seminole, Okla., to manage the Rex, State
and Rialto.
Fred Jackson, formerly city manager at
Seminole, is now city manager at Norman,
succeeding Chatham.

Co. of this city has obtained a permit to
make $4,000 worth of repairs to the theatre operated by it in Wylam, a suburb of
Birmingham. This will make more than a
half dozen houses this concern has modernized during the past 20 months.
Draw

They're

a

The new theatre will front on Congress
Ave. at the intersection of Live Oak St.
It will be the seventh Interstate theatre
here, all under supervision of City Manager
Louis Novy. The other houses are the
Paramount, Queen, State, Varsity, Capitol
and Texas.

Hollywood — Humphrey

NEWDIFFERENT!

for

new Interstate theatre in south Austin,
estimated to cost between $35,000 and $40,000 was expected to take place during the
week. A building permit was issued several days ago.

Five Promoted in
Griffith Ranks

ENGINEERING

EQUIPMENT
CO., INC.

DALLAS.

TEXAS

CaroSouthbanker,
owner and
theatre
lina chain N,
prominent
g B. ANDERSO
opened his newest house at Hemingway,
S. C., April 13, to overflow audiences. The
sound equipment was furnished by the
Sound Engineering Service Co. of Charlotte which maintains all the sound equipment of the entire chain of Anderson
theatres.
The Colonial at Kannapolis
opened by P. Reynolds.

has been

A deluxe colored theatre has been opened at Florence by R. F. Wilson. It is called the Lincoln.
W. L. Rogers and J. T. Northam are opening a new house, the Chatham, at Pittsboro, next week.
Included

in a plan to raise $5,875,000

in new revenue by a “spread of
burden necessary to maintain the
tions of South Carolina without
undue hardship on any group or
its
citizens” is an admission tax on
ments.

the tax
instituworking
class of
amuse-

Speaking on “The Art of the Motion
Picture” at the Woman’s Club in Charlotte, Emil Bernstecker, manager of the
Carolina, said “It is difficult for the motion picture to be art, because pictures
must entertain. The motion picture is an
industry, not an art. It is bound by all
the laws of economics, not aesthetics.”
“Pictures must please all kinds of minds,”
he continued, “with all kinds of tastes, developed and undeveloped. He pointed out
that the motion picture is still in its infancy compared with other arts.
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M HE M P H I S
A. ROSS, general manager
J^ENSMORE
of the Ross Federal Service and Richard Ross, director of branch operations,
spent several days in Memphis this week
with their local manager, Cliff Wallace.

The cigars are on Dave Flexer this week!
Yes, you guessed it — it’s a boy! “ Joel Peter
Flexer” was born on April 12 and weighs
six and one-half pounds. “Honey,” his
wife, and Joel Peter are getting along swell
and their present address is the Baptist
Hospital, Memphis. Dave operates the
Varsity Theatre, Armory; Tower at Sardis and the Ritz at New Albany.
Jules V. Serkowich, publicity man for
RKO, was in town a few days this week
arranging advance tieups on the “Story of
Vernon and Irene Castle” and also working
out the details of the campaign to be conducted during the Cotton Carnival for the
selection of “Miss Memphis,” who is to
receive a trip to Hollywood by plane and
a screen test of the RKO studios.

Malco Theatres, Inc., have advised that
M. A. Lightman jr. has been transferred
to Jackson, Tenn., for the next few weeks
in a supervisory capacity. Quite a bit of
redecorating and repair on the Paramount
and State theatres is under way there.
Exhibitors seen along the Row this week:
S. T. Lyles of the Ritz at Oxford: H. G.
Brewer of the Savoy at Clarksdale and
the Savoy at Tunica; C. W. Tipton of
Manila,

Monette and Carraway; R. R. McCormick, Senatobia; C. N. Eudy, Ackerman; C. M. Mounger, Calhoun City; J. W.
Wofford, Eupora; J. F. Wofford, Union;
Lyle Richmond, Senath; John Mohrstadt,
Hayti; A1 Wilson, Red Bay, Ala.; Whyte
Bedford, Hamilton; W. F. Ruffin, Covington; Roland Adams, Bruce, Miss.; Norman
Fair, Somerville, Tenn.; L. F. Haven of
Forrest
ley.

City, Marianna,

Wynne

Arkadelphia. This is the first trip Cecil
has made to Memphis in many, many
weeks and we are glad to know that he
has fully recovered from the severe attack of flu he had during February.
The Daisy and Palace theatres, colored
houses on Beale St. that are operated by
Paul Zerilla and Joe Maceri, are being
equipped with new seats . . . Walter Parham, who operates the Holly in Holly
Springs and the Royal in Memphis, has
advised that he is having new carpets laid
in the Royal.

Tom Balias of the Madison, Memphis,
has installed a new popcorn machine . . .
Sidney Wharton, who operates the Pastime
and Avalon theatres in Warren, Ark., is
installing a new air-conditioning unit in his
Pastime house.
“Dink” Jones, who recently took over the
theatre in Carlisle, Ark., has changed the
name of this house from the Uptown to
the Rex and is doing extensive repairing.
“Dink” has the Rex at Sheridan and the
Rex at Lonoke. For a great many years
the theatre in Carlisle had been owned
and operated by Cliff Hummel.

INTERNATIONAL
CHAIRS EXCEL
IN DESIGN

Conrad Bach, salesman for National
Theatre Supply Co., advises that Burris
and Henley Smith, who operate the Imperial Theatre, Pocahontas, Ark., are installing an air conditioning unit.

Until

Lumber ton Groups Agree
Against Sunday Shows
Lumberton,

Miss. — At

a

meeting

of

1. Unit

city officials, ministers and business men
of Lumberton, it was agreed that there will
be no picture shows on Sunday.
For the past few weeks the local theatre has been in operation at times that
did not conflict with church services.

Supply Co. spe?it several days in the Fuller Gillam Hospital in Mayfield, Ky., this week
due to a tonsillotomy.
Glenda Andrews, wife of Lew Andrews,
Malco Theatres office manager, will be

Moorhead,

Miss. — Fire

which

started

in

the projection room badly damaged the
Strand Theatre here, and will necessitate
the closing of the house for some time.
Patrons escaped injury.

confined to her bed for approximately another six weeks. Mrs. Andrews has been
ill since the birth of her child several
weeks ago.

A T HL A\ M T A

Charlie Bonner who has operated the
Community Theatre, Pine Bluff Ark., for
a great many years, is doing extensive
remodeling and installing new carpets . . .
J. C. Kistler, exhibitor at Wilmot, Ark.,
is installing a new air conditioning unit
in his Strand Theatre.

^|DOLPH KLAZ of Hollywood, representing Million Dollar Productions, is in
town for a while, conferring with John
Jenkins.

Mrs. M. B. Stegar and Jack Watson,
who operate the Palace Theatre at Tunica,
Miss., were in town this week and advised
they were building a new marquee on
their theatre . . . T. M. Jordan and wife,
who operate the Majestic Theatre, Iuka,
Miss., paid Filmrow one of their rare
visits this week.

Cecil Cupp, together with Mrs. Cupp,
were in town several days this week booking for his Royal and Co-Ed Theatres in
BOXOFFICE
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Arthur Bromberg, franchise owner, and
others in the Atlanta delegation to the
Republic convention at Houston, held in

as

a

Along the Row: Herman Wink, Dalton,
Ga.; R. D. Page, Mt. Pleasant, Tenn.;
Mike Carmichael, Monogram’s Charlotte
manager.
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“You can’t do better tha?i to choose International.” See our new samples now.

connection with the premiere of “Man of
Conquest” have returned to this city.
They included Carl Floyd, manager; A. E.
Rook, Sam Wilson, George M. Jones and
Perry Spencer.
Jimmy Campbell and Buddy Chalmers,
ace Paramount salesmen, were in town
briefly after a week in the territory.

International
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Ml 111 A
features are now being run at
ROUBLE
three local houses, the Parkway, community house in Southwest Miami; the
Miami Drive-In, billed as the world’s largest outdoor moving picture theatre, located
just outside the Northwestern Miami city
line; and the Cameo on Miami Beach. At
the latter house a shift in the time schedules has been made to make it more convenient for patrons to see the entire showing of both features. By beginning half
an hour later than it has been opening —
at 2 p. m. instead of 1:30 p. m. and running until midnight instead of until 11:30
p. m., patrons may enter as late as 9 p. m.
and catch the complete run of both features.
Four

changes of personnel in local Paramount houses followed the recent resignation of Johnny Dwyer, assistant manager
at the Paramount. George Allen, who has
been assistant to George Hoover at the
Sheridan, has come over from Miami Beach
to be the assistant manager at Rollin K.

Mil III

Two City Managers
Named by Griiiith

mieres at Miami Beach houses is over for
another season. There was the excitement

Are

shore
when

Oklahoma City — The following promotions and managerial changes have been
made by Griffith Amusement Co. officials:

a drama, based on the life of Simon Bolivar, was given initial presentation at the
local Federal Theatre. It is understood

Boyd Scott has been named city manager of the Griffith-Pickens theatres at
Uvalde, Tex.

that the opus, “Whom Dreams Possess,”
is being given serious consideration in Hollywood. Dr. Barbara Ring and Rudolph
Elie are the authors. Believed to be the
forerunner of a South American cycle, this

David Dallas, formerly a house manager at Holden ville, Okla., and last with
Tad Screen Advertising Service at Dallas,

of a ivorld premiere on the western
of Biscayne Bay last week, however,

new play is being given a fortnight's
at the Miami Federal Theatre.

run

Glimpsed at the International Pan
American airport at Dinner Key last week
were Helen Hayes and her husband,
Charles McArthur. They were returning
from a vacation in Jamaica. The diminutive star was eager to begin rehearsals for
her new play,
which she plans
this summer.
her leading man,

“Ladies and Gentleman,”
to open in San Francisco
Herbert Marshall will be
she revealed.

has been named city manager for GriffithDickinson theatres at Parsons, Kas.

Oklahoma Supply Opens
Unit in Kansas City
Oklahoma

City — The

Oklahoma

tre Supply Co. announces
other office and showroom

Thea-

opening of anin Kansas City,

Mo., at 126-128 West 18th St., which will
serve as headquarters for the distribution
of Heywood-Wakefield seats and U. S.
Air Conditioning equipment to points in
Kansas, Nebraska, western Missouri and
western Iowa.

Sto7iebrook’s big Flagler St. spot named
after the chain; Ben Moomaw has been
transferred from the Cinema Casino to the
Sheridan; Jack Worley has been shifted
from an assistant manager’s post at the
Community to a similar assig?iment at the
Cinema; while Dave Alcock, formerly chief
usher at the Olympia, has been advanced
to be assistaiit manager to Austin Moon at
the Community . Hazen Witt moves up as
new chief usher at the Olympia.

on

The new cashier at the Biscayne-Plaza
the southern tip end of Miami Beach

is Miss

Lottie Cohn, who was formerly associated with the Indianapolis branch of
Columbia Pictures. While one or two of
the houses on the north beach usually are

closed for several months during the summer, Edgar Pearce enjoys a steady summerlong patronage at his house. It is
located in the most thickly populated sector of the island.
The big yellow Florida moon is going to
look bigger and more delectable than ever
this summer to that ingenious and affable
manager of Wometco’s State Theatre,
Charlie Ozborn. He, his wife and his
daughter, Gloria Ann, will be watching it

JOHN

GREY, widely known state independent theatre owner, has announced
acquisition of a lease on a building at
Woodward, Okla., upon which remodeling
operations for a new theatre in that city
have already been started.
H. J. Logan, a young exhibitor from
New York state, has bought C. E. Runyan’s theatre, the Runyan, at Barnsdall,
and will take over operation within the
next few days.
V. Sam

Faris has completed

a topnotch

set of signs and displays for Harry Waldron’s new State Theatre at Harrah, Okla.
Incidentally “Hurricane,” as Faris is
known in these parts, had the Row talking as a result of a feud between himself
and George Sumner, Sumner Theatre
Supply Co. When the latter moved to an
upstairs spot Hurricane agreed to paint
a

sign showing where Sumner did business. Despite considerable heckling, the

through

sign wasn’t
a letterhead

Shortly
the north

doing business “upstairs” with the
ing notations beneath: “Sign will
this space as soon as Hurricane finds
then followed tabulated notations
lows:

the flowering jasmine mid bougainvillaea clambering over the patio of the
new home, which they completed rece?itly
in Holleman Park.
before his recent departure for
the Truman Talleys (Movietone

vice-president) and Gene Tunney were
glimpsed dining together at the Tower
Hotel, Tunney having dashed down from
Palm Beach to see the film executive before he and his wife departed on the first
leg of what is going to be a half way
round the world jaunt. They leave on the
Queen Mary this month.
Apparently

the big rush

of world

pre-

pointing

out

completed, so George pasted
of his firm onto the entrance
the

fact that

11a. m„ April 15 — No
12 a. m„ April 15 — No

his firm

was

followbe on
time,”
as fol-

sign.
sign.

1 p. m„ April 15 — No sign.
2:50 p. m., April 15 — Hurricane drunk.
April 16 — Hurricane sober.
Sunday morning — Hurricane has a headache.
Monday morning — Hurricane
Hurricane, quite indignant

very ill.
about the

whole business, has gone on a “sign-strike”
as this is being written.

The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Quality Theatre Equipment & Supplies
1912% Morris Are.
Phone 3-8665
BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
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K. Lee Williams Theatres, Inc., are well
into remodeling and rebuilding of eight
of the ten houses recently purchased.
New

air co7iditioning units are being installed in the Tower and Arrow theatres

at Broken Bow, in the Queen and Gem
at DeQueen, m the Pme at Dierks, m the
Dixie at Askdown a7id in the Gem and
Liberty at Nashville.
Incidentally Williams is also testing an
idea that has been unusually successful so
far. Each week a special show is held for
the school youngsters in and around DeQueen. Schools are dismissed and teachers escort the boys and girls to the theatre in a body while buses bring them in
from the country schools for the shows.
The teachers are permitted to pick the
pictures that will be shown and half of
the 10-cent admission goes to the school
to be used for whatever purpose desired.
The dimes are collected at the school by
the teachers.
J. A. Bethmie is reported to have opened
a new Negro theatre at McAlester . . .
Melrose Wheeler is the new ste7iographer
on the K. Lee Williams office staff.
Robb
opened

& Rowley circuit has reportedly
a new theatre at Durant, Okla.,

opposite Shipman & Bullards’ recently
opened house there . . . C. S. McDowell
of the Buffalo Theatre at Buffalo, Okla.,
a Filmrow visitor.
A perso7ial note to our readers — we have
received letters from a good many exhibitors over the state from time to time ;
we’d

like to

receive

more.

Tell

us

all

abo7it what you're dovig or just what’s on
your mi7id; we’ll be glad to hear from
you. The name and address to save you
the trouble of checking it in the mast —
Er7iest W. Fair, Box 4547, Oklahoma City.
This week’s
State Theatre

report on
managing

T. B. Noble jr.,
director — In the

city the first part of the week from several weeks traveling through the midwest,
hefty working on accumulated business,
purchase of a power saw to construct a
storage cabinet for his fishing expeditions,
off to the Gulf of Mexico.
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NOVA SCOTIA FILM CONTROL MEASORE PASSED
IN LAST 10 MINUTES OF LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Drastic Reforms

Provides Stringent Curb;
Will Become Effective
Via Proclamation
Halifax,

N. S. — While

many

Clearance

pulled before passage, the new provincial motion picture control bill enacted
the legislature nevertheless bids fair

to go far in revising the system of clearance and method of selling film in this
territory.
Practically an entirely new measure was
drafted upon the framework of Malcolm
Patterson’s bill on the day before prorogation, and received Royal assent only ten
minutes before the legislature was to close
its session.
The

new act, as passed, makes no provision for the regulation of prices to be
paid for films although it does compel
the exchanges to file with the censor
board at Halifax all information with respect to terms and conditions under which
films are sold, leased or exchanged while
no exhibitor in Nova Scotia can be deprived of the number of features which the
board will deem to be required for the
operation of a theatre during a year. No
theatre will be permitted
uct and any exchange

Needed— Taylor

of its teeth

were
by

in Canadian

to overbuy prodcan be deemed

guilty of “unjust discrimination” if it
makes or gives any undue preference or
unfair advantage to any theatre owner,
the penalty being a fine of from $500 to
$1,000 and imprisonment on each proof of
guilt.
Of importance is the fact that the new
act will not go into force automatically
but will become effective through proclamation, the date of which is not scheduled in any clause of the legislated bill.
This means that the act will become law

Toronto — “A campaign for drastic reforms in the Canadian clearance situation is in order,” declared N. A. Taylor,
vice-president of the Independent Theatres Ass’n and director of 20th Century
Theatres, following his return from a vacation in the southern states, in reference
to published statements regarding a move
for the modification if not the abolition
of clearance schedules in the Dominion.
“I should like to see clearance either
abolished or so moderated that it bears
some resemblance to the purpose for which

Ottawa — From an official source it is
learned that the bill before the Canadian Senate providing for the establishment of the National Film Board has
been

held

for reconsideration

as

a

re-

sult of the objections of Rt. Hon. Arthur Meighen, Conservative leader in
the Upper Chamber.
The
and

bill, which

final reading

passed

its third

in the House

had

of Com-

mons under the guiding

hand

of Hon.

W. D. Euler, minister of trade and commerce, has received
hands

of various

claimed

that

treatment

at

parliamentarians

it meant

the
who

duplication

of

government services and unnecessary
expenditure. John Grierson of London,
England,
in a

had

report

recommended

to Hon.

Mr.

the

Euler

board
after

trip to Canada.

a

::
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to priority rights enjoyed by some theatres over others whose distance from favored theatres should preclude any competitive claims against them. But I am
not ready to put forward any plan of action on these matters until the association
has had an opportunity to consider the
The matter.”
Canadian situation bristles with
whole
possibilities because of the passing of the

with the Independent Theatres Ass’n in
detail and whatever plan is formulated will
be the result of the considered opinion of

bill by the Nova Scotia legislature to prohibit “unjust discrimination” by the film
exchanges in the distribution of product.

at the pleasure
ment— in other
ered necessary.
are many acts
never

of the provincial governwords, when it is considThroughout Canada there
of legislature which have

been put into force — in some instances because regulations promulgated

Plan Private System
Of Film Exchanges

by orders-in-council have been considered
sufficient. The theatres, cinematographs
and amusements acts of the different provinces make provision for regulations which
can be changed by orders-in-council at any
time and legislated acts remain on the
shelf for indefinite periods. Some acts are
never
and

enforced because a government hesitates to interfere with traditional customs
practices of private business.

No Trade Bills Before
Toronto — Insofar as the film industry
is concerned, the current session of the
Ontario legislature is a blank with not one
bill on the agenda having any bearing on
the distribution or exhibition of moving
pictures or the operation of theatres or
even 16mm shows.
The report of the Ontario Board of
Moving Picture Censors for the fiscal year
terminating March 31 has been under
preparation during the past three weeks
and the formal record of the Censorship
and Theatre Inspection Branch of the
Treasury Department may arouse passing
comment on the floor of the House when
it is distributed among the legislative
members. No bills to amend the Theatres
and

Cinematographs Act have been submitted either by the government or by a
private member.

Extend

Dennis

Hollywood — The
Dennis O’Keefe
year by Metro.
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“I am just as concerned with the subject
of unfair priority practices as with excessive protection. There is an onerous situation in Toronto and elsewhere with regard

it was conceived,” he continued. “I intend to take up the subject of clearance

Ontario Legislature

Film Board Bill
Is Held Up

the organization.

has

O'Keefe

acting
been

contract

extended

of

for a

Ottawa — A system of private film exchanges appears to be springing into existence in the Dominion in connection
with several organizations outside of the
moving

picture business and a new opposition threatens to create a problem for
both trade and government officials.
On top of the announcement that the
National Film Society was proceeding with
an exchange plan for the distribution of
cultural pictures of British and foreign
origin with the assistance of a subsidy
from

the Empire Relations Trust of London, England, so that branches of the society could make use of features in various
cities, comes the information that the
United Church of Canada had decided to
go into the film business on its own account. This is one of the largest religious
denominations in the Dominion.
Rev. C. H. Dickinson, an official of the
church, announced that a plan had been
undertaken whereby the product of religious film producers in England and the
United States would be distributed in
Canada.

Take Tenders lor New
Theatre in Toronto
Toronto — Bulk and
separate trade
sub-contract tenders will be received until
April 25 by B. Swartz, 139 Queen St., West,
architect, for the proposed
ton Streets show place.

College-Clin-

Owned by Mrs. Joshua Smith, it is expected expenditures will approach $75,000.

Dominion

Mayors

For Gouge
Ottawa

—

The

amusement

tax

issue

The meeting was held under the chairmanship of Mayor H. R. Cory of Trenton,
Ont., who was delegated to wait upon Hon.
Eric Cross, minister of public welfare and
municipal affairs, for the presentation of
the recommendation along with the request for early action either by the legislative assembly or Order-in-Council.
The cities desire authority for the collection of a tax equivalent to 20 per cent
of the face value of admission tickets in
order to secure additional general revenue
to relieve the burden on real estate. Mayor
Cory explained that a municipality was
not required to impose the tax but the
right would be provided if a city council
desired to make use of it. Places of
amusement within the limits of a city
would be affected.
“The Provincial Government has been
absolutely fair to municipalities all down
the line,” declared Mayor Cory when asked his opinion regarding the attitude of
the Province. “The Ontario Mayors Ass’n
has never before approached the government with a proposal for the betterment
of conditions within the municipalities
and we have always received every consideration on all other questions.”
Foremost in the agitation for the municipal amusement tax in recent months
has been the City Council of Windsor,
Ont., which recently sent a circular letter
to other municipalities on the subject. On
receipt of this letter the Toronto Board of
Control decided to take no action because
of the gasoline tax increase in which the
cities have secured a share. At the subsequent conference of mayors in Ottawa,
however, the proposal was unanimously
endorsed.
Mayor Stanley Lewis of Ottawa was
elected president of the Canadian Federation of Mayors and Municipalities at the
three-day convention.

Hunter to Centre
Century

Theatres,

Ltd., has appointed K. P. Hunter as manager of the Centre Theatre, London, in
succession to Lloyd Mills who was recently made manager of the Elgin in Ottawa.
Hunter was formerly assistant manager to
Charles L. Stephenson of the College
Theatre, Kitchener, Ont.
Valley

Forge

Hollywood — Crane

for Material
Wilbur,

WB

writer,

has gone to Valley Forge, Pa., to gather
material for “Dead End Kids at Valley
Forge.” a story with a military school
background.
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Move

p

J.
“PADDY”
theatres
and NOLAN,
a former owner
mayor of ofthree
the
Canadian capital, was sent to the hospital after being on the ailing list for
some time. Then Paddy got his Irish up,
refused to be doctored and quit the hospital. He reports a substantial gain in
weight and has announced to all and
sundry that nobody can keep a good Irishman down.

on Amusements

again sprang into prominence at the annual meeting of the Canadian Federation
of Mayors and Municipalities here when
the mayors of no less than 38 municipal
governments in the Province of Ontario
held a session at which a resolution asking the Provincial Government for permissive legislation for the collection of a local
levy on theatre admissions was unanimously approved.

Toronto — Twentieth

Favor

"Bell" Inaccurate,
A Paper Claims
Ottawa — The

Ottawa

Journal

has taken

quite seriously the complaint of the City
Council of Brantford, Ont., traditionally
to Canadians the birthplace of the telephone, to the effect that film feature
based on the life of Alexander Graham
Bell is not accurate. In an editorial the
Journal has the following to say under
the heading of “Should Historical Films
Be True to History?”:
“The City of Brantford quite naturally
is proud of its association with the invention of the telephone. It was there that
Alexander Graham Bell conceived the
idea of talking over wires and there the
first experiments were made.
“One can understand the feelings of
Brantford, therefore, when a film version
of the life of the inventor Bell ‘virtually
ignores’ that city, to quote the words of
an indignant resolution passed by Brantford Council. That body wants the producer, Premier Hepburn or the Ontario
Censor Board to assure justice to Brantford.
“We have not seen the picture but if it
is true, as they say, that Brantford is virtually ignored we think the city is justified in its protest. Allowance must be
made, in films as in stage presentations
of historical subjects, for poetic fancy.
It is necessary, of course, to eliminate
much that may be important but is not
essential to the building up of dramatic
interest. Time and space must be compressed into the confines of an hour and
a half. But even so if the film or play
purports to be historical or biographical,
there should be no misrepresentation of
known facts, no distortion of incidents
that serves to make fiction out of what
is alleged to be reality.”
Brantford

Asks

"Alexander

Ban on
a

funded.
N. A. Taylor, director of 20th Century
Theatres, Ltd., and vice-president of the
Independent Theatres Ass’n, was in Ottawa for several days to confer with Manager Lloyd C. Mills of the Elgin Theatre,
a unit of the 20th Century group.
Sir Gordon Craig, general manager of
British Movietone News, London, visited
Ottaiva to discuss plans for newsreel coverage of the Canadian tour of the British
Monarchs and later sailed for England on
the Aquitania.
Betty Ann Stapleton, daughter of D. B.
Stapleton, proprietor of the Centre Theatre, and Mrs. Stapleton, has returned to
Sacre Coeur Convent, Montreal, after
spending Easter Week with her parents.
Manager Marshall of the Rideau Theatre has been busy with a morning cartoon
show for juveniles and with a four-act
vaudeville show which was added to the
regular double bill comprising “Kentucky”
and “Boy Trouble.”
Ottawa has experienced still another
kick from the long-dying winter in the
form of a belated snowstorm which did not
help business. It’s the latest spring in 38
Thomas Palmer, 26-year-old son of the
years.
late F. H. Palmer, former film critic of the
Ottawa Citizen, has a leading role with
Alla Nazimova in the stage play, “The
Mother,” ivhich is currently opening in
New York. He was well known around
Ottawa theatres before going to New York
eight months ago when he secured a part
in “Here Come

Bell"

Toronto — In

The scheduled performance of the University of Cincinnati Glee Club at the
Capitol Theatre, April 17, was cancelled
for “reasons beyond the control of the
theatre,” it was announced, and money for
tickets sold in advance has been re-

formal

resolution,

the

City Council of Brantford, Ont., has
asked the Ontario Board of Moving Picture Censors to ban the picture, “The Life
of Alexander Graham Bell,” unless a version of the film is prepared showing the
proper place of the city of Brantford in
the story dealing with the invention of
the telephone. Copies of the resolution
have been forwarded to Premier M. F.
Hepburn, the Ontario Censor Board,
members of Parliament and the producers
of the picture. The resolution reads:
“This Council respectfully requests the
Ontario Censor Board to take such action
as may be necessary to have that part
of the film dealing with the invention of
the telephone carried out in its proper
sequence and the City of Brantford given
its place in the story. Any story of the
life of Graham Bell in which his residence
in Brantford and his activities in connec-

the Clowns.”

Miss Charlotte Witton, C. B. E„ executive director of the Canadian Welfare
Council since its inception 19 years ago,
has resigned because of ill health. One
feature of the Council’s work has been the
publication of periodic recommendations
on current film releases in Canada.

Megs — “Deal
Hearts"will direct
Hollywood
Gregoryin Ratoff
“Deal in Hearts” for Producer Raymond
Griffith at 20th Century-Fox.
tion with the invention of the telephone
during that time is not given a proper
place would not be founded on fact. The
showing of this picture as at present constituted will do an injustice not only to
the City of Brantford but to the Province
as a whole and create a false impression in
the minds of the public as to the facts in
connection with the life of Graham
BOXOFFICE
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Motion Picture Program
At Ad Club Meeting

WINNIPEG

Toronto — The Advertising and Sales
Club of Toronto featured a moving picture program for its dinner at the Royal
York Hotel when a large gathering of advertising executives of Canadian industries and representatives of advertising
agencies witnessed a presentation of all
types of commercial films with brief addresses by Frank O’Byrne and Jack Chisholm of the Associated Screen News and
a speech by Paul West, associate editor of
Time and Life magazines. Special reference was made to the value of the screen
as a medium of advertising and of the prospective use of film programs, theatrical
and otherwise, for the exploitation of a
commodity in conjunction with newspaper
displays and radio.
Another use of documentary films was
demonstrated in Toronto at the luncheon
of the Canadian Bankers Ass’n on April
18 when many of the leading financiers of
the Dominion watched with interest a film
depicting the banking system of the
United States which had been compiled
by the Federal Reserve Bank of Minnesota. This specifically dealt with the
Federal Reserve system of banking procedure which is different to Canadian
banking practice.

Projection Equipment and
Films Before Educators
Toronto

—

The

annual

convention

Toronto — The Conciliation Committee
of the Film Section, Toronto Board of
Trade, dealt with routine matters at its
regular April meeting, it was formally announced, a number of minor cases being
discussed.
action has been taken in one complaint affecting a Toronto zone in which
one neighborhood theatre had been given
priority over another house in a new rental
contract, it is understood, after it had
been pointed out that the exchange had
given preferential treatment to the exhibitor who paid a considerably higher
rental.
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DOUBLE

SUICIDE

Vienna, Feb. 3. — The sensational
news leaked out today that a beautiful young baroness committed suicide
by taking poison at Meyerling at the
same time that the Crown Prince took
his

life.

The

two

acts

were

London, Ont. — Films, talking and silent,
are not the worst enemy of the legitimate
stage. The tired business man is, according to Samuel R. Littlewood, dean of dramatic critics of London, England. He is
in Canada to adjudicate at the Dominion
Drama Festival in this city.
Speaking at the Canadian Club luncheon, Mr. Littlewood said that Victorian
prejudices which cramped the style and
limited the action of the theatre in the
past are dying out, and it is now being
generally recognized that the theatre is
not trivial but one of the most inspiring
things in cultural life.
He believed that the theatre needed

com-

dignity and a proper
not be regarded as
frivolous.

mitted simultaneously.”
Sim Rost of the Garrick tied up “Made
for Each Other” in a number of satisfactory ways, among them a number of windows on the avenue; a tieup with a local
motor car company which had three
bannered cars touring downtown streets;
a tieup with the Winnipeg Roller Rink,
and stories in the dailies.
“Yes, My Darling Daughter” has passed
the Manitoba censor board in the abridged
form approved by the New York board

Helmer Jernberg’s bright idea of playing “Snow White” during Easter week
when school children were taking their
holidays, seems to have panned out well
■judging from the crowds which saw the
film . . . Frank Willis received excellent
cooperation from downtown stores in his
tieups for “Little Princess.”
Harry Sherman’s “Broadway Merry-GoRound” plays at the Orpheum for one
week commencing April 20. Eddie Newman
has arranged a display in the Embassy,
downtown restaurant, in the form of a
large blowup of a still of a bubble dancer
in the

show featured as “the world renowned Viennese beauty, Hedy, featuring

her Ecstasy
Gordon

dance.”

Simmons,

formerly

manager

of

the Warner’s Winnipeg office, has been
replaced by Lou Geller, formerly of Warner’s at Calgary. Harry Pearlman, formerly booker, is now manager at Calgary.
The scheduled visit here of J. J. Fitzgibbons and R. W. Bolstead of Famous
did not take place. Both men remained in the east under pressure of busines . . . Wolfe Cohen, general manager
for WB, is in the city . . . Leo Devaney,
RKO general manager, was a visitor.

Cracksmen unsuccessfully attempted to
rifle the safe at the Tower . . . Advance
seat sale for Ethel Barrymore’s appearance
here in “Whiteoaks” is now under way.

should
merely

not to exist,” Mr. Littlewood stated. He
told about a London, England, business
man who, after a discussion of Hamlet,
declared he was too worn out after a
hard day’s work to have his soul “put
through a mangle” and much preferred
to spend any evening watching highkicking chorus girls.”
“No one,” he concluded, “should live
a life in which he has nothing more to
do than pile up the almighty dollar or
dime.”

No Government Plans on
" Covering " Royal Tour
Ottawa — Other than the declaration
that hundreds of applications had been
received from newsreel companies, freelance cameramen, commercial photographers and amateurs and amateurs for
permission and authority to take moving
pictures of the British Monarchs on their
tour of Canada starting May 14, the Canadian government has made no announcement regarding organized plans for film
coverage of the Royal trip.
F. C. Badgley, director of the Canadian
Government Motion Picture Bureau, Ottawa, to whom was assigned the supervision of Royal Tour arrangements with
respect to newsreel details, has been making a personal survey of the cross-country
route and has not yet prepared his recommendations to the Interdepartmental
Committee of the Government in charge
of the Royal visit.

Players

H. A. Bercovicli of the Rex, Regina, was
a visitor here . . . O. T. Soole of Carman,
Man., spent some time in Winnipeg . . .
Manager Harold Bishop of the Capitol,
who was on the sick list last week, is now
back on the job.

status and
something

“The tired business man is the most
dreadful person in the world. He ought

the almighty

of

Routine Matters Occupy
A Conciliation Body

::

A

will play next week at the Metropolitan. Stories on the ban carried by local
dailies should result in good boxoffice.

tional films in Ontario’s school system
aroused passing attention but no definite
step was taken toward the inclusion of
visual education on an official basis in the
curricula of either lower or high schools.
It was pointed out that considerable progress had been made in the use of educational films for the teaching of georaphical, historical and other subjects in
the schools of the Province of Quebec and
in western Canada but the idea had not
yet taken root in the school system of
Ontario where a more conservative influence is felt.

BOXOFFICE

PUBLICIZING
the return of “Mayeriing,” which opens next week at Helmer Jernberg’s Bijou, Manager I. H. Allan of Grand National, distributors of the
film, has worked out a highly interesting
bit of exploitation. Allan has reproduced
a newspaper clipping which is flashed on
the screen in connection with the trailer
for the film. The clipping is from the
Winnipeg Daily Free Press of 1889, and
reads as follows:

and

the Ontario Educational Ass’n for one
week here was featured by an exhibit of
projection equipment and films suitable
for classroom use in primary and secondary schools, the display being presented
in a building of the University of Toronto
for the inspection of officials of the Department of Education, school trustees and
teachers throughout the Province.
Proposals for the adoption of educa-

No

Babbitt Still Favors High
Kicking Over High Art

Redesign

Capitol

Regina, Sask. — Green, Blankstein, Russell & Ham, Winnipeg architects, will supervise rebuilding plans on the Capitol
here, a Famous Players
000 will be expended.

link. Over

$40,-

J. M. RICE & CO.
Canada
Distributors
Sound

Heads

The

GOLDEN

All

Other

—

Building
for DUO

— Winnipeg
SOUNDMASTEK

Amplifiers

—

Two

Way

Horn

VOICESystems
of the SILVER
SCREEN
Theatre and Projection Equipment
and Supplies
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' Revival Week ' Goes Over
At the Elgin in Ottawa
L. NATHANSON,
president of Famous
Players Canadian Corp., returned to
Toronto after attending a business conference in New York City . . . Paul Nathan son, vice-president of Empire-Universal
Films, Ltd., and Alfred Perry, general
manager of the company, represented
Canada at the annual sales convention of
Republic in New York.

but is an
sport.

acknowledged

Manager

H. Alexander

Gordon Sparling, production director of
Associated Screen News, is in Hollywood
where he is stopping at the Plaza Hotel.

Miss Margot Blaisdell of Montreal,
scenarist of Associated Screen News, has
been around Toronto in search of story
material.

M. H. Yudin, manager of the newlyopened Centre Theatre in St. Catharines,
Ont., visited with his father-in-law, H.
Freedman, proprietor of the Circle Theatre, and reported big business during
Easter week.
Harry

Painter, manager

on

the

of the Lansdowne

Theatre, is offering a real early-attendance bargain to the juveniles on Saturday
afternoons in the form of a five cent admission to 2 o’clock after which
to 10 cents.

it jumps

Ray Lewis of Toronto was hostess at the
Heliconian Club for a tea for the officers,
sponsors and team workers of the Summer Symphony Orchestra which was a
get-together for the season’s series of concerts at the University of Toronto arena.

of the Montreal

branch of Empire-Universal Films, spent
several days in Toronto to look up old
friends. For years he was the Toronto
manager for Warner Bros.
Leo M. Devaney, general manager of
RKO of Canada, has returned to the Ontario capital after a business round-up in
Winnipeg, Man.
Vern Hudson, manager of the Capitol
Theatre, was largely responsible for the
big success of the annual ladies’ night of
the North Toronto Business Men’s Ass’n
in Capitol Hall despite the last blizzard of
winter.

Stewart

Exhibitors from the vicinity of the birthplace of the Dionne Quintuplets were visitors in Toronto. These included Frank
Giaschi of the King George, Huntsville,
and Gordon Borneman of the Muskokoa
the second

re-

L. W. Payne of the Capitol, Listowell,
made the trip to Toronto by automobile.
On the previous occasion he was forced
to take the train because of the snowblocked highways.

Reburn

of

Toronto,

former

Canadian champion skater and point-winner for Canada at the German Olympiad
in 1936, is leaving for Hollywood next week
to appear as Sonja
next picture.

Henie’s

partner

in her

Leonard Bishop, manager of the Tivoli
Theatre, Hamilton, reports his weekly
stage quiz stunt called “Dr. Query and
His Brain Twisters” continues to pack
’em on Friday nights with Dr. J. O. Lambert appearing as the college professor.
Prizes totaling $80 are dispensed.
Only
at

at Gravenhurst, this being
cent trip for the latter.

authority

one attraction

Toronto’s

during

downtown

Easter

theatres

Week
earned

a holdover, this being “Three Smart Girls
Grow Up” at the Imperial where Manager
Tom Daley put on an extensive campaign.
Harley Rankin of the Plaza, Tilbury,
Ont., has worked up quite a reputation as
a breeder of Springer spaniels, the pups
being in demand among film exchange
executives and exhibitors.

Mount

Pleasant

Business

after each game in the Maple Leaf Gardens— at least until next fall. Charlie
never played a game of hockey in his life
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has

patrons and the general public for “return engagements” which were restricted
to one-day presentations.
Exploited as the six outstanding films,
the week's schedule comprised the following varied pictures, the programs being
made up of the one revival feature and
various short subjects of recent years.
The series opened with “Bordertown,”
starring Paul Muni and Bette Davis, followed on the second day with “Farewell
to Arms” with Gary Cooper and Helen
Hayes; the third was “The Charge of the
Light Brigade;” next was “Anthony Adverse;” the fifth was “The Informer,” an
Academy Award winner, and the final attraction was “One Night of Love,” a popular musical romance. These features provided every type of entertainment, it was
pointed out.
Following this special revival series, the
Elgin opened with the Canadian premiere
of “Wuthering Heights” which promises
to have an extended engagement in view
of the wide publicity over the withdrawal
of this feature by United Artists from the
Province of Quebec because of the demand
of the Quebec Board of Moving Picture
Censors for a substantial revision of the
film story.

Confederation Gross for
Ten Months, $413,904
Montreal — Confederation Amusements,
Ltd., for the ten months ended Dec. 31,
1938, report gross receipts amounting to
$413,904. Operating expenses, including
administration and general expenses, import, sales and excise taxes, depreciation,
bond

and

other interest and bond underwriting expense totaled $307,295.82, to
which must be added amusement and general taxes, licenses and federal and provincial income taxes aggregating $87,964.14.

By United Amusement

Men’s

With the close of the hockey season,
Charles L. Querrie, manager of the Palace, will be heard no more with his comment over the Canadian radio network

Mills

A Rosy Financial Report

Alf Sedgwick, manager of the Belsize, is
staging a frolic in his theatre on April 28
the

C.

was paid on the company’s preferred stock
in December, 1938, the balance of $12,982.52 being added to surplus account.

Bob Eves, manager of the Eglinton
Theatre, appears to be well away on another record run, this time with “The
Lady Was Young” which has been held
over for a second week. “The Lady
Vanishes” and “A Man to Remember” both
had long engagements here this year.

for

Lloyd

From the resultant net profit of $18,344.52, a dividend of $5,362 ($1 per share)

Ralph Diamonti, manager of the Hollywood at Niagara Falls, Ont., accompanied
by his father and Sam Giazzie, his partner, made the rounds of the Toronto film
offices and renewed acquaintanceships.

Ass’n of which he is the president. Many
big prizes have been hung up for the stage
and screen program.

Ottawa — Manager

supervised a “Revival Week” at the Elgin
Theatre here with splendid results because
of a thorough advance campaign which
included the soliciting of requests from

— Photo

by

Cosmo-Sileo

At Republic Meeting —
Paul

Nathanson, son of N. L. of Famous Players Canadian Corp. and

Canadian

Republic

Pictures

franchise

holder, and A. W. Perry, general manager for Republic in Canada, at the
eastern
the Park

regional
Central

sales

convention

Hotel, New

York.

in

Toronto — Progress is reflected in the
annual financial statement of United
Amusement Co., Ltd., which operates three
theatres in Hamilton, the report for 1938
showing that interest totaling $6 per
share had been paid on the seven per
cent preferred stock as compared with
$5.50 in 1937.
Net

profit for the past year, after allowance for depreciation and taxes, was
$54,453 and earned surplus was given as
$85,286. The assets include $163,000 in
call loans; properties, less depreciation,
$357,752; land, $222,655, and cash on hand.
$8,860. Current liabilities were reported
as $10,424 and the item for capital stock
is $835,920.
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MONTREAL

Films Classified
By Welfare Unit
Ottawa — The

Canadian

Welfare

Coun-

cil has issued the following recommendations on current releases in a white paper
titled “Motion Pictures the Family Will
Like” for the guidance of educational, religious and other bodies:
“ The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”
— Mark Twain’s beloved classic of boyhood. The photography is unusually picturesque and lovely. The family.
“ You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man” —
Good fun is provided in this vehicle. Several gags are old and others new. The
family, particularly the younger children.
‘‘The Little Princess” — Very good, lavishly produced in Technicolor. The family, particularly the younger children.

‘‘Cafe Society” — Elaborately produced:
a sophisticated social comedy relating to
the antics of members of so-called cafe
society, a set which has received much
publicity of late. Adults and older adolescents.
“Stagecoach” — A rousing western melodrama, combining action, comedy, human
appeal and romance. Rated as exceptional. This picture is something to see
and not to write about, as only in the
movies can the spectator be snatched from
his seat and carried along with what he
is watching. Mature-family.
“The Three Musketeers” — This is an
hilarious musical comedy version of the
famous novel. The family.
“Wife, Husband and Friend” — A good
adult comedy, with sparkling dialogue.
Superior entertainment. Adults and
young people.
“The Ice Follies of 1939” — Although the
story is weak, the skating scenes are impressive, particularly the closing ones
which are photographed in Technicolor.
The family.

“Pygmalion” — A
satirical comedydrama; dialogue is witty and the cast
excellently chosen. Given exceptional rating. Wendy Hiller’s acting is outstanding
in this, her film debut. For adults and
older children.

“Q Planes” — An espionage melodrama,
based on an actual incident which made
news a year ago. The aerial scenes are
intriguing. The family.

“The Outsider” — Romantic drama with
a medical background. Adults and older
children.
“Stolen Life” — A romantic drama starring Elisabeth Bergner, who plays a dual
role. Adults and older children.
“The Flying Irishman” — A fair production suitable mostly for aviation enthusiasts, supposedly the story of Douglas
“Wrong Way” Corrigan’s struggles to become a famous aviator. Will appeal mostly to men and children.

“Let Freedom Ring” — A western drama
with good horseback riding, fist fights and
the colorful background of the old pioneering days. Nelson Eddy sings several
times. The family.

“Mystery
BOXOFFICE
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■^^ITH the disappearance of Lent, local
motion picture theatres remark an improvement in attendance, but the lingering, long-drawn out winter, with side
streets still deep in snow and slush is calculated to keep people at home by their
radios, so that the recovery is not of the
proportions hoped for. As is always the
case, really outstanding pictures continue
to draw the largest audiences.
A visitor of consequence gave Filmrow
the once-over on a business trip to Montreal. He was Col. John A. Cooper of Toronto, once a noted editor, now president,
newly reelected, of the Motion Picture
Distributors and Exhibitors of Canada, of
which he is also treasurer. Col. Cooper
gave special attention to the fire-protecrow. tion devices of the various offices on FilmDismantled since the days of the silent
film, the old Sun Theatre on Notre Dame
St. was reequipped and reopened as the
Cambrai a few months ago, but was again
closed. It has now been taken over by
William Karp of the Broadway, who
changed the name to the “Glen” and opened it Easter Sunday.
Jimmy Pearson, salesman for 20 th-Fox,
traded in his Pontiac and has bought a
stylish new Nash . . . Patrons of the Park
Theatre, Verdun, benefited by the
thoughtfulness of the city cleaning department which piled up the snow and
ice scraped from the streets into a wall
on the edge of the sidewalk on Church
Ave., thereby protecting the theatre
crowds from being splashed with slush by
passing automobiles.
Motion pictures of Ottawa’s traffic
around Confederation Square will be used
by Mayor Lewis to arrive at the best
means

of regulating it. “Seeing is believing” was the Mayor’s retort to a suggestion that conditions now prevailing in
that area “could be worse.” The pictures
will tell the story.

“The Stars Look Down,” a new film by
Dr. A. J. Cronin, author of “The Citadel,”
will be produced by Britain’s new producing company, Grand National, which will
invest $2,500,000 in making British pictures. Jeffrey Bernerd, director and general manager of GB and Maurice Wilson,
founder and managing director of Highbury Studios, will be joint managing directors of Grand National. Will Fyffe will
be one of their stars.
based upon Hal Forrest’s cartoon strip,
“Tailspin Tommy.” Should appeal to
everyone.
Comment
follows:

on several short subjects is as

“Jerusalem” — A most
elogue. The family.

Luise Rainer, who delighted the world
in “The Great Waltz,” and “The Good
Earth” has been six weeks in Europe
where she is on a year’s leave from Hollywood. She will star in a stage comedy
by Jacques
Deval,
of “Tovarich,”
which
will tour
for aauthor
few weeks
in Britain
before its London opening. Miss Rainer
chose Deval’s comedy out of 300 plays.
A good deal of motion picture pioneering was done in Verdun, and memories of
these early days were evoked in conversation between the Boxoffice correspondent and D. Leduc of Empire-Universal.
Mr. Leduc recalled that Hector Decarie,
the Canadian strong man, was oumer of
the Bijou on Wellington St., one of Verdun’s earliest cinemas, which had the
hypnotist, Cardin, as manager. The Olympia, run by N. Calamatos, ivas another
pioneer, and a third was the Palace, then
run by Dave Wolfe, which is still in the
forefront. Burlesque shows were a feature
days.
of
the Bijou and Olympia in those far-off
Ed

English, province of Quebec manager for 20th-Fox, has a smile these days.
The Montreal office came in second in the
Film Delivery section of the K-6 drive, and
John Casey, of the same staff, headed the
ad sales drive for all America.
Leslie Gordon

Barnard, president of the

Canadian Authors Ass’n, listed the banning of “Life of Emile Zola” and “Wuthering Heights” among the examples of “folly,
stupidity and mismanagement” in Quebec, but said, while he blushed for its
follies, he also felt a high pride in the
greatness of the province.
The United Church of Canada will pioneer the production of religious films in
the Dominion, and will cooperate with
producers of similar films in Britain and
the United States. It may inaugurate a
film exchange system shortly.
Province of Quebec mayors regard with
admiration and envy the nerve of Ontario
mayors who have decided to ask the Ontario government to give them the right to
levy amusement taxes up to 20 per cent
of the cost of admission. “Why didn’t we
think of that?” asked the head of a Quebec municipality.
The new Bell and Howell film, “How
Movies Move and Talk,” is being shown
to teachers’ conventions throughout Canada, thus making the school field more
familiar with the theatre business.

They'll Probably Speak
English lor the Films
Montreal — Motion

interesting trav-

“Dream of Love” — A charming and artistic production through which the lovely music of “Liebestraum” weaves its way.
Adults and young people.

“That’s Africa” — Strange and most
teresting. Excellent. The family.
“Customers Wanted” — Amusing.
ily and junior matinee.

in-

Fam-

picture

contracts

necessitating the speaking of English entered into by the guardians of the Dionne
quintuplets are likely to prevent the
French-Canadian Educational Society from
attaining its ambition to surround the
Quints with a purely French-Canadian
personnel and bring about the discharge
of present attendants. Apart from their
film future, good reason for change would
have to be shown, declared Judge A.
Valin, himself a French-Canadian, who is
79
chairman of the board of guardians.

2S A. FIELDING

of Saint

John

and

P. R.

Fielding of Bridgewater, N. S„ represented the Spencer interests at Halifax
when the contentious film exchange regulation bill was under discussion . . . There
is no basis in the rumor that the Spencer
circuit is going ahead with a new theatre
in Campbellton, N. B. A site has been purchased, but that’s all so far.
Floyd Mason of the Capitol, Springhill,
N. S„ was a visitor to Filmrow in Saint
Jolm . . . Another exhibitor in town was
E. S. Finnegan of the Marino, St. Andrews,
N. B., who was on his way home from Halifax . . . Jack Goldmg and Gordon Spencer
of the Saint John Kinsmen Club, both
sons of theatremen, took an active role
in sponsoring the trip of John Paul, Indian
holder of the Capitol running trophy, to
the Boston Marathon.

"Censoritis" Wave
Sweeps Canada

JT

Toronto — In various ways, Canada is
going tnrough another phase of censoritis
wmcn nas the exchange head offices in
Toronto

ail a-stir.

Moving

APPARENTLY
hasname
become
fashion to change the
of the
a theatre
there is any decided change in its

when

picture inter-

ests are not the only ones who are “getting it” because General J. C. Draper, Toronto’s chief of police, has started the ball
rolling for the censoring of blood and
uiunaer radio programs which, he says,
are not good for immature minds while the
rejection of books and magazmes by federal authorities has become active, the Department of National Revenue announcing that 39 magazines and 17 books had
been prohibited entry into the Dominion.
Warner Bros, headquarters for Canada
had to make a quick substitution of

dress. The latest example is Dick McCartie’s Westminster in New Westminster. Dick gave it a thorough overhauling
and redecoration and now calls it “The
Fox,” just as Jack Cooperband changed
the Fairview to Roxy when he rejuvenated
his house.
Charlie

Ramage

has

returned

from

a

trip to the interior where he found a decided optimistic outlook for future business, probably due to the fine spring
weather and the consequent start of
operations
W.

in field and

S. (Bill) Jones

orchard.

succeeded

in having

the B. C. board of appeal pass “Boy
Slaves” after it had been rejected by the
censor board.

Easter Week business in Saint John was
excellent, insofar as the theatres were

“Oklahoma Kid” for “Devil’s Island”
when the latter was withdrawn in Quebec

concerned, reflecting a gradual improvement in the local economic situation as
well as the fact that outside residents at
last can come to town without fear of being
snowbound . . . Miss Evelyn Crowley and

on the protest of Noel Henri, French Consul-General, the picture being considered
"detrimental to the French character.”
The Ontario Board of Moving Picture

J. J. Fitzgibbons, Famous Players general mariager, has indefinitely postponed
his trans-Ca7iada trip.

Censors saw nothing wrong with “Wuthering Heights” but the release of the picture
in Quebec has been postponed by United
Artists pending consideration of a story
revision.

Howard Boothe, Dunbar Theatre, returned from his trip to the south full of
pep and new ideas which he will share
mind. his patrons, whom he ever has in
with

“Jerry” McCarty of RKO and Miss Kay
Cronin of Empire-Universal were among
those tripping the light fantastic at the
Easter Rose Ball.
E. A. Whelpley, RKO branch manager
at Saint John, was pleased as Punch over
the ru7is of “Gunga Din” in that city,
Moncton and Halifax. He’s talking up the
RKO World’s Fair hospitality plan to the
trade in the Maritimes; the seventh floor
of the RKO building, Radio City, is being
as a guest headquarters and information bureau for exhibitors visiting
the big fair.

Warner

Title Change

Hollywood — “The Man Who Dared” is
the new title for Warner’s “I Am Not
Afraid.”

Garrette

Much

Reminisces

reserved

Through arrangements made by the
Halifax Chronicle and Daily Star with the
Casino management, girls and boys from
St. Paul’s Home for Girls, the Protestant
Orphanage, St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic
Orphanage, Halifax Industrial School and
St. Patrick’s Home were privileged to see
Shirley Temple in “The Little Princess.”
Margaret Vyner, English actress who recently completed a role in Jessie Matthews’ “ Climbing High,” disembarked at
Halifax en route to Montreal to take
charge of an exhibit of fashions created
by Norman Hartnell, dressmaker for the
royal family.

C A IL C. A R Y
T

H. BRADSHAW,
operating the Plaza
Theatre, returns this week from a three

weeks’ jaunt in Victoria, B. C„
has been vacationing.

where

he

Lou

Geller of Warner Bros, was transferred to the Winnipeg office April 12 and
his managerial duties were taken over by
Sam I. Pearlman, who was chief booker
at the Calgary office. His promotion means
an upward shift for members of the local
staff.
Vernon Skorey returned from 20th-Fox
convention full of enthusiasm for the coming year. He goes on the road this week
to push the new product.

80

Calgary — George Garrette, oldtime
Canadian press agent who has been on
the road since 1904, is advance man for
the Ethel Barrymore stage show, “Whiteoaks” now playing the Famous Players
circuit. George hit Calgary last week,
after an absence of seven years, which
meant

a

regular

talkfest with

the

Much to the relief of his brothers. Tommy of Paramount, and George, booker for
F-P at Winnipeg, Harry Dowbiggan is on
the convalescent list.

news-

papermen.
As with all showmen these days, the
gossip veered round to the fillums and
that reminded George of an early experience. ’Way back in 1907, George was out
with a Jesse James’ stage show touring
the Dominion. The Brandon boys played
Frank and Jesse, Boris Karloff was cast
as Quantrell and Garrette, who was manager and press agent, doubled in the role
of Bob Ford. ’Twas winter on the prairies
when they pulled into Swift Current to
find that the Magic Theatre had burned
down the night previous. Some hard work
on the part of Garrette, finally secured
accommodation in the C. P. R. freight
sheds. Back of the drops were bales of
hay and as the show had reached the exciting holdup scene the firing of blank
cartridges set fire to the hay . . . and
Swift Current had another fire.
George Garrette was press agent in
advance of the Maurice Evans tour in
Richard II last season. The whole Garrette family is in show business. Son
Grant, operating the Opera House in Orilla, Ont., was married last week and daughter Jeanette, who started her dancing
career as a child with the Cap Plunkett
shows, is now with the Sans Souci Club
company in Havana.

to

the

gratification

of

Larry

Bearg, B. C. manager for Famous Players, “Little Princess” ran its second week
at the Strand with full houses.
Archie Calladine aiid his wife got away
o?i that exte7ided California trip on which
he will try to forget all about
theatres, the Rio a7id Marpole.

his two

There was quite an influx of out-oftown exhibitors. Myron McLeod of the
Patricia, Powell River; Jim Haworth of the
Rialto, Ladysmith; Ralph Calladine of the
Plaza and Columbia theatres, Victoria,
and G. G. Baiss of the Capitol, Duncan.
”Alexa7ider Graham Bell” made
the preview at the Kerrisdale.

a hit at

Paramount Bowlers Win
From United Amusement
Montreal — Social event of the week

was

the playoff in the final of the Filmrow
Bowling League, when Paramount met and
defeated United Amusement by two games
out

of three. The Pines Bowling Academy was appropriately decorated with
large banners for the occasion, and more
than 50 Filmrowites attended. The event

was presided over by A1 Jeffrey of United
Artists, president of the league. John
Casey of 20th-Fox, superintended the
cocktail bar.
Teams were: Paramount — Tom
Dowbiggin, M. Brown, Sol Levitt, Margaret
Elliot and Irene Doray. United Amusement— John Ganetakos, John Parker, Bill
Murray jr., Nina McKenna
and Biddy
Moynihan. Mildred Dowbiggin filled in
on first string for Miss McKenna.
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WELL

STARTING

ALONG

COMPLETED

GOLDEN

PARENTS
ON
TRIAL — Jean
Parker, Johnny
Downs, Noah Beery jr. Producer: Irving Briskin. Director: Hans
Schwartz.

BOY — William, Holden, Barbara
Stanwyck, Adolphe Menjou, Joseph Calleia, Edward Brophy. Producer: William
Perlberg.
Director: Rouben
Mamoulian.
Original: Clifford Odets. Screenplay: Lewis Meltzer, Daniel

o

o

MU.
SMITH
GOES
TO
WASHINGTON — James
Stewart, Jean Arthur, Edward
Arnold, Astrid
Allwyn, Thomas
Mitchell. Claude Rains, Eugene
Pallette, Guy Kibbee.
Producer: Frank Capra.
Director: Frank
Capra.
Screenplay: Sidney
Buchman.
THE
MIRACLE
OF
MAIN
STREET— Margo,
Lyle Talbot, Wynne
Gibson, Veda
Ann
Borg,
Clara Blandick, Willie Best, Walter Abel. Producer: Jack Skirball. Director: Steve Seltely.
Original: Boris
Ingster.
Screenplay: Fred
Jackson.

LADY
OF THE
TROPICS — Hedy Lamarr, Robert
Taylor, Basil Rathbone.
Producer: Sam
Zimbalist. Director: Jack Conway. Screenplay: Ben
Hecht.
THE
WOMEN — Norma
Shearer, Joan Crawford,
Rosalind Russell, Ann
Sothern, Joan Fontaine,
Virginia
Cukor.

Grey, Ann Morriss, Ruth Hussey. Producer: Hunt Strom.berg.
Director: George
Original: Claire Booth.

STUNT
PILOT — John Trent, Marjorie Reynolds.
Producer:
Paul
Malvern.
Director: George
Waggner.
Original: Hal Forrest.
ACROSS
THE
PLAINS — Jack
Randall, Joyce
Bryant. Producer: Robert Tansey. Screenplay:
Robert Emmett.
Director: Spencer Bennett.

ANDY
HARDY
GETS
SPRING
FEVER — Mickey
Rooney, Lewis Stone, Cecilia Parker, Ann
Rutherford, Fay Holden, Charles Peck. Producer:
Lou Ostrow. Director: W. S. Van Dyke.

OUR
LEADING
CITIZEN — Bob
Burns, JosephAlien, Susan Hayward.
Producer: George Arthur. Director: A1 Santell. Original: Irvin S.
Cobb.

HEAVEN
ON
A
SHOESTRING
—
Pat O’Brien,
Olympe
Bradna,
Roland
Young,
Reginald

STAR
MAKER — Bing Crosby, Louise Campbell, Ned Sparks, Linda Ware, Emory
Parnell,
Florence Farley. Producer: Charles R. Rogers.

Director: Roy Del Ruth. Original: Arthur
sar, William A. Pierce. Screenplay: Jack
len, Frank
Butler, Don Hartman.

CHARLIE
CHAN
AT TREASURE
ISLAND— Sidney Toler, Cesar
Romero,
Pauline
Moore,
Douglas Dumibrille, Sally Blaine, John Carradine, Peter Lynn.
Producer: Sol Wurtzel. Director: Norman Foster.

EAST

IN
OLD
Devine.
Cabanne

—
Richard
Carlson, Ann
Walter Wanger.
Director:

CALIFORNIA — Richard
Arlen, Andy
Producer: Ben Pivar. Director: Christy

BE MY
DESTINY — Pat O’Brien, John Garfield, Margot Stevenson, Allen Jenkins, Billy
Halop. Director: Lew
Seiler. Original: Jerome
Odium.

THE
HOBBY
FAMILY — Irene Rich, Gabriel Dell,
Jean Sharon, Henry O’Neil. Producer: Gordon
Hollingshead.
Director:
William
McGann.
Original: William Brockway.

Carroll,

Movita,

Polly

Ann

Wheeler
Oakman,
Pat O’Malley. ProPaul Malvern.
Director: George WagOriginal: Jack
London.
Screenplay:
West.

21
O
2
O

WHAT
A LIFE —
Jackie Cooper, John Howard,
Betty Field, Lionel Stander, Janice Logan,
Vaughn
Glaser. Producer: William
LeBaron.
Director: Ted Reed.
Original: Clifford Goldsmith.
Screenplay:
Billy
Wilder,
Charles
Brackett.

>
W
^
2
O
C3
2
H

W

o

Inescort, Otto
Jane Darwell,
Producer: Sol

SIDE, WEST
SIDE — Kane Richmond, Amanda Duff, Henry Armetta, Leona Roberts, June
Gale. Producer: Sol Wurtzel. Director: Ricardo
Cortez. Screenplay: Robert Ellis, Helen Logan.

W
n

IT

COULD
HAPPEN
TO YOU
—
Stuart Erwin,
Gloria Stuart, Douglas Fowley, Raymond
Walburn, June Gale. Producer: Davil Hempstead.

^

Director: A1 Werker.
Original:
mian. Screenplay: Allen Rivkin.

q

Charles

Hoff-

^

co

THE
MUSIC
SCHOOL
— Jascha Heifetz, Joel McCrea, Walter Brennan, Andrea Leeds, Gene Reynolds, Tommy Kelly, Porter Hall. Producer:
Samuel
Goldwyn.
Director: Archie
Mayo.
Original: I. A. R. Wylie. Screenplay: Jane Murfin, I. A. R. Wylie.
OLD
GRAD
—
Charley Grapewin, Anita Louise,
Dick Foran, Frances Robinson, Berton Churchill. Samuel Hinds, Richard Lane. Producer: Ken
Goldsmith. Director: Harold
Young. Original:
Matt Taylor. Screenplay: Harold Buchman.
THE
SUN
NEVER
SETS — Douglas Fairbanks jr.,
Basil Rathbone, Virginia Field, Lional Atwill,
C.

DUST

CALL — John

MEMORY
OF
LOVE
-—
Carole Lombard,
Cary
Grant, Helen Vinson, Kay
Francis, Jonathan
Hale, Charles Coburn,
Katherine
Alexander.
Producer:
George
Haight.
Director: John
Cromwell.
Original: Bessie Breuer. Screenplay:
Dudley Nichols, Hagar Wilde.
FIVE
CAME
BACK- — Chester Morris, Wendy
Barrie, Kent Taylor, Joseph Calleia, John Carradine, C. Aubrey
Smith, Allen Jenkins. Producer: Robert Sisk. Director: John
Farrow.
Original: Richard
Carroll. Screenplay: Jerry
Cady, Dalton Trurmbo.
ALL
THE
TOMORROWS — Frieda
Kruger, Don Douglas, Ann Todd,
J. M. Kerrigan, Adrienne Ames.
Siegel. Director: Sidney Salkow.

WINTER
CARNIVAL
Sheridan. Producer:
Charles Riesner.

CaeYel-

Young,
ducer:
gner.
Joseph

Gardner, Pat O’Malley. Producer: George Arthur. Director: Lewis
Milestone.
Original:
Patterson McNutt.

TIDAL
WAVE — Ralph
Byrd,
Dorothy
Lee,
George Barbier, Frank Jenks, Marc Lawrence.
Producer: Armand
Schaeffer. Director: John
Auer.
Original Screenplay: Gordon Kahn.

THE
RAINS
CAME — George Brent, Myrna
Loy,
Tyrone Power, H. B. Warner, Cesar Romero,
Joseph Schildkraut, Maria Ouspenskaya, Henry
Travers, Jane Darwell.
Producer: Harry Joe
Brown.
Director: Clarence Brown.
Original:
Louis Bromfield. Screenplay: Julien Josephson,
Philip Dunne.

k
WOLF

BULLETS
AND
BLIZZARDS
—
Tex Ritter, Snub
Pollard. Producer: Ed
Finney.
Director: A1
Herman.
Original: John Rathmell.

THE

CAREER — Anne
Shirley, Leon
Errol, Edward
Ellis, Janet Beecher, John Archer, Alice Eden,
Raymond
Hatton.
Producer: Robert Sisk. Director: Leigh Jason.
Original: Phil Stong,
Chester Erskine.

6

ON
BORROWED
TIME — Lionel Barrymore,
Sir
Cedric Hardwicke, Bobs Watson, Eily Malyon,
Una Merkel, Beulah Bondi.
Producer: Sidney
Franklin. Director: Harold Bucquet.

DISPUTED
PASSAGE — 'Dorothy Lamour,
Akim
Tamiroff, John
Howard.
Producer:
Harlan
Thompson.
Director: Frank Borzage. Original:
Lloyd C. Douglas. Screenplay: Anthony Veiller,
Sheridan Gibney.

WAY
DOWN
SOUTH
—
Bobby Breen, Clarence
Muse. Producer: Sol Lesser. Director: Bernard
Vorhaus.
Screenplay: Clarence Muse, Langston
Hughes.

s

Aubrey Smith, Barbara O’Neil, Douglas Walton. Producer: Rowland V. Lee. Director: Rowland V. Lee. Screenplay: W. P. Lipscomb.

GIVE
ME
A
CHILD
—
Priscilla Lane, Jeffrey
Lynn,
Spring
Byington, Gale
Page, Gladys
George, Johnnie Davis. Producer: Sam Bischoff.
Director: Lloyd
Bacon.
Screenplay: Robert
Rossen.
DEAD
OR
ALIVE — Jane Wyman,
Tom
Kennedy,
Allen Jenkins. Producer: William Jacobs. Director: William Clemens.
Screenplay: Earl
Snell.

a
>
THEY
ASKED
FOR
IT — Joy Hodges.
Michael
Whalen,
Dick Foran, Lyle Talbot. Producer:
Max
Golden.
Director: Frank
MacDonald.
Screenplay: Arthur Horman.
EX-CHAMP
—
Tom
Brown,
Victor McLaglen,
Constance Moore, Nan Grey, William Frawley,
Thurston Hall. Producer: Burt Kelly. Director: Phil Rosen.

FAMILY
REUNION
—
John Garfield, Priscilla
Lane, Jeffrey Lynn, Gale Page, Claude Rains,
Dick Foran, May Robson, Lola Lane. Producer:
Henry
Blanke.
Director:
Michael
Curtiz.
Screenplay: Philip Epstein.
THE
BATTLE
OF CITY HALL — Dead End Kids,
Bonita
Granville, Ann
Sheridan,
Frankie
Thomas, Eduardo Ciannelli, Henry O’Neil, Jane
Wyman,
Ronald Reagan.
Producer: Max Siegel.
Director: Ray
Enright.
Original: Jonathan
Finn. Screenplay: Jonathan Finn.
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fomnon BUREAU
MT517
MT518
MT519

ADVERTISING

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety
Moving words projector

AIR CONDITIONING
MT505
MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516

Air

of BOXOFFICE

conditioning

plants — com-

plete systems
Heating
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Pans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed

Air filters
Air diffusers,
Cooling coils

DECORATIONS

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT537
MT538
MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543
MT544
MT545

high

MT554
MT555
MT55 6
MT55 7
MT558
MT559

and FURNISHING

MT560
MT561
MT562
MT5 63
MT564

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous
colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental
Rubber seat upholstery
Rubber floor & wall coverings

lamps

Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers
Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge
Lighting

plants,

MT569
MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577
MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT586
MT587
MT588
MT589

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps

USE

The MODERN

YOU

THIS

units

individual

MT641
MT642
MT643
MT644
MT645
MT646
MT647
MT648
MT649

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum
Disinfectants
Deodorant
blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators
Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MT650
MT651

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT652

Hand

MT653
MT654
MT655
MT656
MT657

Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans
Plumbing fixtures
Toilet seats

driers,

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes
Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms, staff
Screen cleaning tools
Venetian blind cleaners

IT BY NAME

THEATRE

Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.
4-22-39
Chicago, 111.
Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items. (List Key Numbers Below).

Remarks:

Name
Theatre
City

82

State

electric

SOUND
MT661
MT662
MT663
MT664
MT665
MT666
MT667

Sound systems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers
Condensers

complete

MT668
MT669
MT670
MT671
MT672

Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn

MT673
MT674
MT675
MT676
MT677
MT678

Lens assemblies, sound
Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

PROJECTION

COUPON

WANT ISN'T LISTED, ASK FOR
UNDER "REMARKS"

•

SANITATION

Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps

MAINTENANCE

LIGHTING
MT550
MT551

Lumiline

MT552
MT553

velocity

STAGE

IF WHAT

will find this

page a ready source of information on
products which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU.

Information on the following items may be secured by sending in the coupon.
Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed is wanted,
just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

•

MT4S1
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT4S7
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499
MT500

Readers

1
1
(

MT591
MT592

Projectors, complete
Projectors, standard

with

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT596
MT597
MT598
MT599
MT600
MT601
MT602

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type
Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MT603
MT604
MT605
MT606

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

MT607
MT608
MT609
MT610
MT611
MT612
MT613
MT614

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels

MT615
MT616

Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic

MT617
MT618
MT619
MT620
MT621
MT622
MT623
MT624
MT625
MT626
MT627
MT628
MT629
MT630
MT631
MT632

Change-over devices
Slide projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers
Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

MT633

Rectifiers, magnesium-copper
sulphide

EQUIPMENT

sound
MT685
MT686
MT687
MT6S8
MT689
MT690
MT691

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MT692
MT693

Footlights
Switchboards

STRUCTURAL

picture

MATERIALS

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT706
MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, viterous enamel
Fronts, porcelain enamel
Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715

Accounting

MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719

Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

systems

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket
Ticket
Ticket

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff

issuing machines
registers
holders
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Building Survey
Shows Upswing
(Continued

And

from page 18)

new Fremont, seating 300 and costing $30,000. Walt Nichols is manager.
Harold Hedler has opened the new Oz.
Cost $30,000. William Haeken is manager.
Grosse Point— The new Esquire is due
to open soon with George Sampson as general manager.
Houghton — Braun and Thomas, who
operate the Kerredge and Orpheum in
Hancock, plan a new house here.
Marshall — W. G. Thick’s new Bogar has
opened here.
Whitehall — Charles W. Bissell expects to
open a new 350-seat unit in May. Howard Carter of Howard City will manage.
Minnesota
Fergus Falls — Ben Ash, local exhibitor,
and Ben Spewak are planning a new house.
Minneapolis — The new 1,100-seat house
going up in St. Louis Park is expected to
open May 1. Cost is estimated at $100,000.
Harold Kaplan will manage.
Sauk City — F. L. Parson has opened the
Main Street. The 550-seat house cost $50,000.
Mississippi
Baldwyn — A new 1,500-seat house has
opened.
Ethel — W. C. Riley has opened a new
house.
Rolling Fork — J. R. Marsh hopes to have
his new $15,000 house opened in 30 days.
Missouri
Columbia — Commonwealth Circuit has
opened the 444-seat Boone.
Dexter — Dr. Brentlinger opens his new
450-seat theatre, April 6.
St. Louis— Fanchon & Marco is contemplating a new 2,500-seat house in the colored section at a cost of $250,000. Site is
at Finney and Pendleton Aves. Leo F.
Abrams is the architect.
Sam Shucart heads a syndicate constructing a 1,500-seat house in Richmond
Heights at a cost of $200,000.
Thomas James plans a $100,000 Negro
house on Sarah St. Will seat 1,000.
Riverview Theatre Co. plans a new house
on Riverview Blvd. Nat Koplar is head of
Riverview.
Montana
Ennis — J. P. Erie is managing
son which has opened.

the Madi-

Nebraska
Liberty — The Liberty has opened, 980
seats, under management of George F.
Monroe.
O'Neill — Construction has started on a
new house to be built by Sumner Downey
and operated by Mrs. Georgia O. Rasley.
Downey owns the Royal here which is
operated by Mrs. Rasley.
New Hampshire
Meredith— A 400 to 500-seat theatre is
expected to be finished here by June 15.
New Jersey
Grantwood — Plans have been completed
and work is expected to start soon on
theatre here.
New York
Ellenville — John Spodaro, who has the
Shadowland, expects to have a second
house ready for summer opening.
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These

in the Dominion

Bantford, Ont. — William Taylor expects
to open the 600-seat College, April 1.
Campbellton, N. B.—- F. G. Spencer Co.,
Ltd., real estate firm with extensive theatre holdings, has acquired a site for
theatre.
Chester, N. S. — Ken Corkum and Eric
Reddum are building a theatre.
Cornwall, Ont. — Palace Amusement, Inc.,
has started construction on two theatres.
Dawson City, B. C. — E. A. Troberg is
building a 400-seater.
Domaine d’ Esterel, Ont. — A 300-seat
house has opened here.
Freeholder, Ont. — Palace Amusement,
Inc., is starting construction on a 1,000seat house.
Galt, Ont. — Famous Players Canadian
have opened the Grand. James McDonough is manager.
Glencoe, Ont. — Bruce S. McLeod is constructing a theatre.
Kelowna, B. C. — R. Whillis and W. Bennett are planning a 1,200-seat theatre,
costing $75,000.
Kirkland Lake, Ont. — J. O. Scott has a
house under construction and plans to invade Oshawa.
Leamington, Ont. — Robert Hamilton is
building a theatre costing $40,000.
Louisville, Que. — G. A. Risquette has
opened the Parisien.
McGregor, Man. — A $10,000 house has
been opened.
New Glasgow, N. S. — The Roseland has
Goshen — The Neiholdt Bros, have opened the Goshen.
Mount Martin — The Martina Bros, have
opened a new house.
New York City — Randforce circuit has
opened the College, Brooklyn.
Max A. Cohen is dickering for the new
600-seat house being built on the site of
the former George M. Cohan.
RKO is considering building a new house
in this area.
The Century circuit is constructing a
995-seat theatre on Nostrand Ave., Brooklyn.
The Interboro circuit is constructing the
Cambria, St. Albans, L. I.
Utica — Nathan and Sam Goldstein are
planning to build a new house.
Wappinger Falls — Phillip Eisenberg plans
a summer opening for the Academy.
Woodbourne — Shalemson is planning to
open the 675-seat Nemo in May.
North Carolina
Blowing Rock — Work has started on a
new theatre for G. C. Robbins and H. P.
Holshouser, owners of the Carolina, with a
June opening slated.
Charlotte — A 600-seat house is expected
to be opened here April 1.
Nashville — An April 1 opening is slated
for the 400-seat Pine to be managed by
Mrs. Mabel C. Kingsley.
Siler City — Mrs. R. Curtis and T. C.
Frazier opened a new house here.
Statesville — Fuller Sams has started operation of his new 500 seater.
Ohio
Alliance— C. G. Deckman and Myer Fine
have opened the 1,000-seat Mount Union,
with Frank Meyers as manager.
Canton— Interstate Theatres is planning
a $60,000, 750-seat house near North Canton this summer, according to George A.
Delis, district manager.
Chardon — Chardon Theatre Enterprises

opened under N. W. Mason’s direction.
Ottawa — William Kaper is building a
400-seat house costing $20,000.
Peterboro, Ont. — Sam Ulster and S. Goldstone have opened the Center, 700 seats,
with Goldstone assuming management.
Port Colburne, Ont. — Theatre Holding is
building a theatre here.
Regina, Sask. — The Rex, destroyed by
fire, has been rebuilt and is now open.
St. Catharine, Ont.— L. T. Coyle, manager of the Granada, reports construction
starts this summer on theatre next to
Capitol.
Oscar Hanson is erecting a theatre costing $100,000.
Paul Kamin is erecting a 700-seater.
Sudbury, Ont. — J. Cohen has started on
a new house.
Plans are under way by R. G. Stevens
of the Regent to build a 1,200-seat theatre.
Sydney, N. S. — D. P. MacDonald has
opened the Vogue.
Tillsonburg, Ont. — Theatre Holding is
planning to build a theatre.
Trenton, Ont. — With two theatres already in this town of 6,300, a third house
is planned on the site of garage building
occupied by Wright Motors.
Toronto — The Metro, 700 seats, is expected to open shortly. Emanuel Stein
represents the owners.
V. Simone has broken ground for a new
house.

has opened the new 530-seat Geauga.
Cincinnati — Construction will get under
way here shortly on a new house by F&Y
Construction.
Cleveland — Frank Cost opened the new
Shore April 1.
Crestline — R. T. Kemper of the State,
Shelby, and associates plan a new 500seat house here at a cost of $30,000. A
summer opening is planned.
Elmwood — Maury White of United Theatres contemplates a new house.
Euclid Heights (Cleveland) — Jim Scoville’s new 1,600-seat Shore is expected to
open in April.
Minerva — Manos Amusement Co. plans a
new 900-seat house.
New Philadelphia — F. & S. plan a new
theatre.
North College Hill — North Amusement
Co. will erect a new house.
Painesville — Construction has started on
a 1,000-seat house by A. G. Schwartz and
J. H. Shulman.
Pomery — Lyons and Jenkins expect to
open their new theatre May 1.
Selina — The new Fayette, which opened
Easter Sunday, will be managed by Robert
J. Schmidt.
Shaker
acquired
Park for
$350,000,

Heights — Community Circuit has
a site at Fairmount and North
a new 1,500-seat house to cost
with opening set for late this

Wellesville — Lampros Bros, intend to
year.
build a new house.
Woodsfield — Interstate Theatres, in conjunction with Mrs. Mena Fleishman,mm
will
start a new house shortly.
Pennsylvania
Bedford — H. M. Cromwell has opened the
Pitt, seating about 700 and costing $60,000. He also operates the Bedford here.
Freedom — George C. Davis and Walter
Orling have opened the 500-seat Freedom.
Germantown — Abe Sablosky and associ(Continued on page 28)
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Even Distribution
In Most Areas

Stoneboro — A theatre
tion.

from

preceding
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ates have started a 1,200-seater.
Jeanette — Oliver A. Kinchel is tearing
down the Princess for a new 1,000-seat
house, costing $80,000.
Jeanette — Mike Manos is planning a
September
house.

opening

for his new

construc-

Tafford City — Rocco and Warren, local
merchants, are building a 550-seater.
Waynesburg — J. Ullon, druggist, reported interested in theatre project.
South

(Continued

is under

900-seat

Ligonier — George Alex of Johnstown announces intentions of building a new house

here.

Media — Harry Dembow is considering a
new theatre.
Mercer — J. A. Blatt is rushing plans for
immediate construction of a new theatre
to replace the recently destroyed Liberty.
New Brighton — The Lampros Bros., of
Farrell, have purchased the John Martsolf
property on Third Ave. and Ninth St. for
a 600-seat house.
Philadelphia — Byron A. Thalheimer, a
realtor, is taking bids for a new $250,000
theatre and store project at Sprague St.
and Vernon Rd.
Pittsburgh — Plans are announced for a
municipal open air amphitheatre to be
built in South Park.
Sharon — Louis Shafron is constructing
theatre with capacity from 750 to 1,000
seats on E. State St.
Slippery Rock — Edgar E. Shaffer, formerly manager for Lipsie-Manos, is building a 500-seat house costing $15,000. Theatre will replace a former garage.
Smithton — Reports have Audley Sheppard building a new theatre.

Carolina

Aiken — I. Efron has opened the Lincoln,
Negro theatre.
Anderson — The State has opened, Jimmie Cartledge manager.
Charlotte — Carolina Theatres, Inc., are
building a 525-seat house to be opened
in June.
Columbia — Palmetto Theatres, Inc., have
started construction on the Five Points
Theatre, costing $23,000.
Fort Mills — The new Majestic has opened under management of J. R. Patterson
with his brother, D. C. as treasurer.
Lumberton— B. B. and H. H. Anderson,
operators of the Carolina and Pastime,
plan a new house.
South

Dakota

Carthage— Dana Hones of Artesian, N. D ,
has set May for the opening of his new
house.
Sioux Falls — Eddie Ruben’s $100,000
Hollywood has opened.
Leo Heibel, formerly with Paramount
and now operating the Century at Leola,
is looking for a site for a new venture.
Sisseton — Sando Holman is planning a
$50,000 theatre for this town.
Tennessee

The

Most

Comfortable

The

Most

Convenient

The Best Address

Texas
Cleveland — The J. G. Long Circuit plans
a new $30,000 house.
Corpus Christi — Corpus Christi Theatres,
affiliated with Robb & Rowley, plan a
new house.
DeLeon — M. D. Stewart is planning to
build.

in Hollywood

. . .

Ideally located in every respect . . .
near
ters .

business and shopping
. . just two minutes

cenfrom

Hollywood's new radio city ... an
easy distance to the beaches and
every motion picture studio in town.
Hotel or housekeeping rooms . . .
Twenty-four hour telephone
. . Maid service.
Daily Rate From
Monthly

Rates

service

$2.50

From

$40

6376 YUCCA

HOLLYWOOD
84

Dickens — Bill German’s new Dickens has
opened.
Edcouch — Mike Bendiz, who formerly
operated the Texas here, has a new house
under construction.
Ft. Stockton — The O. K. Circuit has
opened the $20,000 Grand.
Houston — Frank Wilke opens his new
house on Harrisburg Blvd., a block from
his Boulevard, shortly.
Ingleside — F. I. Newberry has opened
the Studio.
Irving — Hans
shortly.

Smith’s

new

Forging Forward
Odessa — H & H Theatres and Westex
house.
Theatres
have purchased a plot for a new
W. C. Scott expects to begin construction
soon on a 1,000-seat house to cost $50,000.
Pecos — Tate Sanders, who operates at
Lubbock, plans to open his new house here
April 15.
Port Arthur — Jefferson Amusement Co.,
Paramount
house here. affiliate, plans a new 850-seat
San Angelo — H. B. Robb of Dallas and
John D. Jones have purchased a site and
contemplate a new 2,000-seat house.
San Antonio — A. Z. Litz and Dr. T. T.
Parker expect to have their $20,000, 800seat house open by May 1.
Hugh Potter is interested in the new
development which includes a 1,100-seat
house to cost $75,000.
Seagoville — R. Q. Coleman has opened
a new 300-seat house here.
Victoria — Long-Griffith have purchased
site on W. Forest St. for new $65,000 theatre project.
Waxahachie — R & R has taken a lease
on the new theatre to be constructed here.

Virginia

Harriman — The Crescent Amusement Co.
will construct a theatre larger than the
Princess, which was destroyed by fire.
Madisonville — The new Hollywood is
open and doing well.
Nashville — Crescent Amusement
announces plans for an 850-seat house, costing $60,000, located in Woodbine. House
to open May 1.
Crescent circuit has another suburban
house, the Belle Meade, under construction.
Newbern — W. F. Ruffin is rebuilding the
Palace which was destroyed by fire.
Sparkman — R. L. Haylor will open a new
300 seater in 30 days.
Springfield — The Crescent circuit expects to open the Capitol June 1.
Stephens — G. B. Wilkes hopes to open
a new 300-seat theatre in the next month.
Union City — J. Dee Henry has opened
the Ritz for Tony Sudekum, a 500-seater.

Halifax

Building in South

theatre

Portsmouth — Bob
new house.

Levine

is opening

a

Richmond — Charles C. Phillips, who is
active in a cooperative community here,
intends to include a 1,200-seat house in
the project.
Tappahannock — R. B. Wallace has opened the Daw.
Wytheville — Sam
new house.

Craver

has opened

his

Washington
Columbia City — Wakefield
have opened the Pix.

West

and

Harrison

Virginia

Grafton — Charles Anderson and associates of the Alpine Circuit have closed for
a new 900-seat house here, to be opened
in September.
Hundred — Walter B. Urling’s new 300seat project, the Alpine, made its bow
over the weekend.
Lewisburg — E. C. Custer has
theatre under construction.

leased

the

Martinsburg — Frank Ponton of Huntington has acquired lease on the theatre being
built by Frank C. Foreman. House will
have 450 seats and will cost about $40,000.
Oceana — Ira Toler is planning a new
theatre, to seat 550.
Spencer — H. H. Robey plans to build a
450-seat house to be called the Robey.

Wisconsin
Baraboo — C. L. Roser
400-seat Juliar.

has

opened

the

Milwaukee — Standard Regal Amusements has opened the Regal here.
Oshkosh — A. E. Kuehn and Dr. J. J.
here.
Haubrick are building a 500-seat house

opens

Jasper — A. B. Rhodes and Jefferson
Amusement Co. plan to open their new
house soon. Both operate the Lone Star.
The new theatre will be a first run.
Lubbock — P. E. Smith and W. O. Bearden have opened the $25,000 Arcadia.
As soon as city zoning difficulties are
cleared up, Griffith Amusements plans a
700-seat house.

Tomahawk — Howard W. Robarge plans
a new 500-seat house here.
Wisconsin Rapids — Frank Eckhardt has
opened the new Wisconsin. The 800-seat
house is said to have cost $125,000.

District of Columbia
Washington — Neighborhood Theatres has
leased property here for a new theatre.
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Skott
For Auld Lang

Subject

Syne

This is the short now available to exhibitors participating in the current annual Will Rogers Memorial Drive. It runs
10 minutes. The reel makes a straightforward appeal for contributions, but does
it in a manner that should strike a cordant

€HORT
J+P

note in the heart of any person sympathetic to a noteworthy cause. Robert Sherwood is the first to appear. He is the
author of
successful
Sherwood,
ers stood
great gift

“Abe Lincoln in Illinois,” the
current Broadway stage show.
briefly, likens the qualities Rogfor with those of Lincoln — “a
of laughter ... a man of the

plain people.” There follows two short
scenes from the play, with Raymond Massey, the star, portraying first an episode
in which Lincoln made an election speech,
and another embracing Lincoln’s last
words of his second inaugural address —
“with malice toward none,” etc. Then to
some interesting shots of the hospital in
Saranac Lake, where the needy of stage
and screen seek rehabilitation. Deanna
Durbin then introduces Spencer Tracy,
who, as a friend of the famed humorist,
pleads the purpose of the cause as one that,
were Rogers alive, would “be close to Will’s
heart.” Lowell Thomas fills in the necessary spots with offscreen dialogue.

OF

THE

RKO

(March

Master
Orient

of the

of Time — No. 9)

Paramount

(Popeye

and

directed

by Dave

April

and

with

Fleischby Max
the aid

of Technicolor, the laugh-provoking situations had a Paramount Theatre audience on Broadway

in

unusually

fine

spirits. It's not only a short for children, but it makes for top entertainment
for adults. The Fleischers have introduced a number of up-to-date
swell music tunes to

and

frozen-faced

patrons

giggle. The story
Lamp
serves as
Olive

the
are

the

situations
give any

jitters

of Aladdin and
a
background

and
the
for

Popeye

as Aladdin.

away with “shots” of drawings of a bombing site. Then comes the warning by
Sears. Fred Zinneman directed.

N E W S REEL

off with

Tuesday,

All

pomp and color of the fairy tale
in evidence and the villain, who
the

heroine,

gets his just deserts. Don't
to book it and hold it over.

hesitate

20 Mins.

an aircraft manufacturing plant’s models
come into strange hands. But the showdown comes when Purcell attempts to get

Oyl, a scenarist at Surprise Pictures. She, of course, is the princess in

the script, with

Movietone

News,

April

No.

61:

S

11
The

world

crisis;

America observes Easter; Crown Prince and Princess of Denmark
and Henry; army
day celebration; Marian Anderson concert; British ship disaster; Lew Lehr and
the college boys at the
rodeo; Dick Metz winning a golf tourney.
in

News
the

of the Day, No. 259: Albania and Poland
war crisis; keeping America
neutral; the

rodeo.
amateur

skippers

the

war

RKO

the

Thames;

college

boys’

The Easter Day paHenry Ford; Danish

on

tour; refugees in England; the “upside-down stomach girl’’ wins a health contest;
crisis; the Marian Anderson concert.

Pathe

News,

No.

76:

Highlights

of

the

world crisis; dedication of the Ford’s World’s
Fair exhibit; battling the depression; Danish royalty on the west coast.
Universal Newsreel,
coup; Nation observes

Soldiers of the Sea

rites;

RKO Pathe
(Reelism)
9 Mins.
What it takes to be a marine is told here
in an interesting manner. The subject
is handled with a minimum of flag waving. The evolution of a civilian into a
member of the U. S. Marines is traced
comprehensively affording audiences a
kaleidoscopic picture of the numerous duties and tasks of the “soldiers of the sea.”
Highlight of the reel is a clip of the
Marines in action as they take a position
during a mimic battle.

M-G-M

(Cartoon)

No. 761: Italians’ Balkan
Army
Day; colorful Easter

a mountain avalanche in the French Pyrenees; British ship disaster; the Fords at the

World’s

Fair; Danish
side-down girl’’ grows

royalty on the coast; “upup; college boys' rodeo.

Thursday,
Movietone

News,

No.

April

62:

13

Army

air

students

at

Randolph Field; Chief Justice Hughes’ 77th birthday; glass exhibit at World’s Fair; Hollywood
stars at San Francisco’s Fair; famous jewels in
New York on display; foreign affairs; convention
of twins; contest for perfect baby; Lew
is beewildered; a
rowing tank; El Chico, the Derby
favorite.
News of the Day, No. 260: Mediterranean mystery; Yankee Clipper at Marseilles; glass exhibit
at World’s Fair; Chief Justices Hughes’ 77th
birthday; coast guard tests “alligator;” famous
jewels in New
York on display; convention of
twins; nursery secrets; midget auto racers.
News,

No.

73:

Yankee

Clipper

blazes

air trail; Chief Justice Hughes’ 77th birthday;
Madrid; famous jewels in New
York on display;
Poland’s foreign minister; weather phone service;

The Little Goldfish
21 Mins.

on

Paramount
News, No. 72:
rade; British ship disaster;
royalty

Secret

(Musical)

::

20 Mins.

Paramount.

One for the jitterbugs. Tire emphasis
is on swing, unfortunately, since apparently there wasn’t much attention paid to
humor. A band leader goes wrong and
assumes a cloak of respectability as a
chemistry instructor at a girls’ school.
There he falls in love with the assistant
dean whose pet aversion is swing. But it
finally gets her and all ends well.
BOXOFFICE

Cartoon)

By {ar the best subject the
ers have turned out. Produced

19 Mins.

is often eloquent and

Somewhat
M-G-M

WEEK

(Crime Doesn’t Pay)

Based on recent newspaper reports of
the incident where undercover agents for
foreign nations photographed armament
plans by the U. S„ the subject strikes another note in sounding Americanism to
Americans. There is a brief introductory
and closing message by Arthur A. Sears,
government agent, who warns of the penalty to spies seeking confidential information. With Richard G. Purcell in the lead,
and also the dupe for a trio of foreign
agents, the subject shows how pictures of

Marian Anderson concert at the nation’s capital;
a
mountain avalanche in the French
Pyrenees;
British ship disaster; the visit of Danish royalty;

Compiled from reportedly the first uncensored films from Japan, this is a fine
documentary of a nation ruled by war
lords. Despite the inference, there is
nothing sensational about the pictures in
the sense of presenting an expose. But as
an insight into the makeup of the national
character of the Nipponese, it is an exemplary piece of pictorial reporting. Underlying the religion of the country is
the stern fealty of the Samurai that to die
a warrior is the best way to serve the
Emperor. How the war against China has
changed the complexion of the country is
shown by glimpses of urban and rural family life, the propaganda machine at work
and the financial effect of the burden of
war. Manchukuo is dealt with at length
and, to round out the subject, the camera
follows the Japanese army and navy as
they attempt to conquer China. Victor
Jurgens’ photography
always interesting.

M-G-M

Aladdin and His
Wonderful Lamp

tries to scamper

Japan:

J£evlew‘5l
®
While America Sleeps

7 Mins.

Rudolph Ising is responsible for this
Technicolor animation which stacks up
with the best of them. Even a goldfish
can have a dream and what goes on in
the mind of this perturbed creature when
removed from the comforts of a fish bowl
to explore the depths of the sea makes for
an amusing reel. The color work and
variety of fish specimens are cleverly handled. Good on any program.

preview of the World’s Fair; new national
ball museum at Cooperstown, N. Y.
RIvO

Pathe

News,

No.

77:

State

base-

funeral

for

Senator Lewis; Chief Justice Hughes’ 77th birthday; U. S. S. Saratoga battle practice; glass exhibit at World’s Fair; ex-service men
swell army
reserve; 15-year-old diving champ tries comeback;
the
White House;
fire-fighting
units.

New

Jersey’s

Forestry

Service

Universal Newsreel, No. 762: World’s Fair shots;
the White
House; grain sent to Europe’s war
bins; Chief Justice Hughes’ 77th birthday; the
CCC
re-forest burn areas; art goes “back”
to
nature; nursery secrets; F. D. R. has new assistant; chorus girls train on beach; miniature war
with miniature guns; Danish royalty at coast fair;
sandlot champs start season.
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'The SxAilrltot

-f^ai -fjls Say

A

ALGIERS

(UA)

While played on Movie Quiz Night, nothing but good comments on the acting of Boyer
and Lamarr. Played February 28-March 1.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small town
patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 200.
— Jack Wright, Strand Theatre, Bastrop, Tex.

AMBUSH
Just a

(Para)
fair picture which

played

to very

small gross. Gladys Swarthout's name
scared some away. Played February 21-22.
Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. Small
town patronage. — Ritz Amusements, Park
Theatre, North Vernon, Ind.

ANGELS

WITH

DIRTY FACES

(WB)

Business, normal. Patrons tiring of the
Dead End Kids I think. Too many gang pictures from Warner, better go another route.
Played March 5-6-7. Weather: Fine. Admission: 25-15-10. General patronage. Population: 1,700. Capacity: 300. — Lester Meyer,
Strand Theatre, Chillicothe, Tex.

ARKANSAS

TRAVELER

(Para)

You can't go wrong on Bob Burns in this
picture. Capacity business in spite of four
inches of snow. Played February 3-4. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 700. — R. A. Moore, State Theatre, Clarence, la.

ARMY

AND

MODELS

ABROAD

(Para)

This for us is no attraction at all. If Jack
Benny could only draw in pictures like he
does on the radio all would be forgiven.
Seems if the public only wants to hear him
and not see him. Played March 21-22.
Weather: Clear. Admission: 30c top. Neighborhood patronage. Population: 1,965,000.
Capacity: 800. — Frank Glenn, Renel Theatre,
Philadelphia, Pa.

ARSON

RACKET

SQUAD

(Rep)

Good program picture for doubles only.
No draw. Played February 24-25. Weather:
Cold. Admission: 25-15-10. General patronage. Population: 1,700. Capacity: 300. — Lester Meyer, Strand Theatre, Chillicothe, Tex.

B
BROTHER

c
CHAN

IN HONOLULU

(20th-Fox)

Good action; business poor. Played February 24-25. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10.
Rural patronage. Population: 600. Capacity:
568. — C. E. Norcross, Tower Theatre, Seiling,
Okla.

CITADEL, THE (M-G-M)
Drew many patrons not regulars. Young
folks stayed away. A fine picture, capably
acted, but not No. 1 picture of year in my
estimation. Played February 22-23. Admission: 25-10. County patronage. Population:
1,000. Capacity: 300. — W. H. Herbert, HiWay Theatre, Sheridan, Ore.
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and requests for report blanks to THE
EXHIBITOR
HAS HIS SAY, BoxMo.
office, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City,

COME

ON, RANGERS

(Rep)

Our personal opinion is he (Rogers) is the
coming western star. One of the best westerns we ever played. Give him a few more
like this and he will be the top western star.
Played on a Friday and Saturday. Weather:
Cold. Admission: 15-10. General patronage.
Population: 15,700. Capacity: 400. — Edelstein
Amusement Co., Homer Theatre, Hibbing,
Minn.

COME

ON, RANGERS

COWBOY

AND

THE

LADY

(UA)

Wasn't so impressed until I saw the picthen on almost
the second
night's
the night.
boxofficeture,was
double
the run
first
January 18-19. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,400. Capacity: 500. — R. L. Hall, Aztec
Theatre, Van Alstyne, Tex.

CROWD

ROARS,

THE (M-G-M)

Played late but is a good show. Robert
Taylor much better in this type picture for
small towns. Play it. Played January 30-31.
Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 700. — Charles F.
Dearman, Fox Theatre, Smithville, Tenn.

D
DAWN

PATROL

(WB)

FATE

THE (Para)

A fair picture with a fair cast. Could
have been better. Played February 18.
Weather: Cold. Admission 25-10. General
patronage. Population: 26,400. Capacity: 999. — Pearce Parkhurst, State Theatre,
Torrington, Conn.

G
GANG

BULLETS

GIRLS ON PROBATION
Made
Snow.

(FN)

for double featuring only; stars unknown. Played February 3-4. Weather:
Admission: 10 and two for 35 cents.

General patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 400.111.
— Earle Williams, Tivoli Theatre,
Knoxville,

GREAT

WALTZ,

THE

(M-G-M)

Not a picture for small towns, but the few
who came praised it. Played February 23-24.
Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 3,100. Capacity:
500. — Ritz Amusements, Park Theatre, North
Vernon, Ind.

GUN

LAW

(RKO)

Fair western in George O'Brien style. He
has a self-confident smirk not likeable. Business fair. Played February 17-18. Weather:
Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural and small
town patronage. Population: 1,500. Capacity:
Ark.
200. — E. B. Wacaster, Ozark Theatre, Ozark,

I
I AM
No

A CRIMINAL

(Mono)

production value and no stars to attract. Did the poorest business in months.

Have learned my lesson, they just don't
come. Piayed February 3-4. Weather: Clear.
Admission: 40-15. General patronage. Population: 2,950. Capacity: 480. — A. E. Andrews,
Emporium Theatre, Emporium, Pa.

MEXICO

(Para)

Good western, business normal. Played
February 24-25. Weather: Cold. Admission:
25-15-10. General patronage. Population:
1,700. Capacity: 300. — Lester Meyer, Strand
Theatre, Chillicothe, Tex.

JESSE JAMES

(Mono)

Good little programmer, well directed and
photographed. A little short on action, so be
careful to spot it with an action picture if
you double. Admission: 25-15-10. General

(20th-Fox)

Good. People liked it very much and the
color helped. Played March 2-4. Weather:
Good. Admission: 35. Local patronage. Population: 2,800. Capacity: 650. — M. W. Mattecheck. Lark Theatre, McMinnville, Ore.

JUST AROUND
(M-G-M)

Good comedy which pleased, average business. Played February 5. Weather: Good.
Admission: 20-10. Rural patronage. Population: 2,100. Capacity: 200. — E. M. Freiburger,
Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

FRONTIERSMAN,

(Mono)

J

F
WITH

BOY

Due to lack of playing time in first-run
houses, the public, because they have not
heard of this show, immediately classify it as
not worth seeing. Played February 24-25.
Weather: Cloudy. Admission: 30c top. Neighborhood patronage. Population: 1,965,000.
Capacity: 800. — Frank Glenn, Renel Theatre,
Philadelphia, Pa.

(Univ)

Old and no draw whatever. Might do on
double feature, if boosted with strong support. Played February 22. Weather: O. K.
Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 800. Capacity: 200. — F. L. Clarke, Cozy
Theatre, Hazen, Ark.

FLIRTING

GANGSTER'S

IN OLD

A show on which I received many compliments and no kicks. It drew up to standard
on a Sunday. Played February 26. Weather:
Cold. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage.
Population: 800. Capacity: 200. — F. L. Clarke,
Cozy Theatre, Hazen, Ark.

DEVIL'S PARTY

patronage. Population: 8,800. Capacity: 388.
— Harry M. Palmer, Temple Court Theatre,
Washington, Ind.

(Rep)

Lots better than his first, "Under Western
Stars.'' My folks like him. Singing extra
good in this picture. Played February 18-19.
Weather: Rain. Admission: 25-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 1,350. Capacity:
250.- — Don Landers, Radio Theatre, Harrisburg, Ark.

RAT (FN)

Very good comedy. The title hurt the boxoffice. Played February 12-14. Weather:
Cold. Admission: 25-10. General patronage.
Population: 1,500. Capacity: 200. — Martin
Renner, Pastime Theatre, La Porte City, la.

CHARLIE

open forum for exhibitor comment. Please address communications

Played

GIRL (Rep)

A nice show that we bought right and one
that pleased the customers,. Had many compliments. Played January 31, February 1.
Weather: Stormy. Admission: 25-20-10. Town
and rural patronage. Population 1,300. Capacity--: 316.— J. Cullman, Orpheum Theatre,
Ada, Minn.

ARTISTS

An

THE

CORNER

(20th-Fox)

Shirley Temple has lost her boxoffice appeal. She may be alright for Friday and
Saturday, but not for a Sunday. This picture is not up to standard. Played February
5-7. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,500. Capacity: 200. —City,
Martin
La Porte
la. Renner, Pastime Theatre,

L
LET FREEDOM

RING (M-G-M)

A really good show spoiled by too much
propaganda. A very little bit of this goes a
long way with my audience. The flag waving sequences did not set well with the few
that actually paid to see this saga of liberty.
Business exactly one-half normal. Played
March 13-14. Weather: Fair and warm. Admission: 40-30-10. General patronage. Population: 4,000. Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

BOXOFFICE
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M
MR. DOODLE

KICKS

OFF (RKO)
Played this because it was the least of all
available evils and after bad results wonder why we worry about selecting a feature
at all when such an occasion arises. Played
March 1. Weather: Clear. Admission: 30c
top. Neighborhood patronage. Population:
1,965,000. Capacity: 800.— Frank Glenn, Renel
Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.
MR. MOTO'S LAST WARNING (20th-Fox)
All "Mr. Moto" pictures are hits, even to
my high class trade. Played with The
Frontiersman'' on a Friday and Saturday.
Played February 10-11. Weather: Fair. Admission: 35-25. General patronage. Population: 3,400. Capacity: 450. — Scott Roberts,
Comique Theatre, Camden, Me.
MR. WONG, DETECTIVE (Mono)
Worthy of a top spot on a double. The
series has possibilities. Played February 15.
Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-15-10. General patronage. Population: 8,800. Capacity:
388. — Harry M. Palmer, Temple Court Theatre, Washington, Ind.
MYSTERIOUS RIDER (Para)
lust an ordinary western that should please
where westerns are liked. Played February
17-18. Weather: Fair. Admission: 10 and two
for 35 cents. General patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 400. — Earle Williams,
Tivoli Theatre, Knoxville, 111.

o
. . . ONE-THIRD OF A NATION (Para)
I do not believe this is good entertainment. Some liked it, some did not. I did not.
Played February 28-March 1. Weather: Good.
Admission: 20-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 700. Capacity: 200. — C. A. Kelley,
Rex Theatre, Custer City, Okla.
OUT WEST WITH THE HARDYS (M-G-M)
This show like all the Hardy series has
special appeal and draws very well in the
neighborhood theatre. Their continued success of course is due to flawless direction,
acting and human interest. Played February 26-27-28. Weather: Rain. Admission: 30c
top. Neighborhood patronage. Population:
1,965,000. Capacity: 800. — Frank Glenn, Renel
Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.
OUT WEST WITH THE HARDYS (M-G-M)
Not as well liked as others. Rooney overacts in parts to no advantage. Stone good as
always. Played February 5-6. Weather:
OK. Admission: 35-25. General patronage.
Population: 3,400. Capacity: 450. — Scott Roberts, Comique Theatre, Camden, Me.

P
PAINTED

DESERT

(RKO)

O'Brien is not liked here and we played to
a very small house. George is still too fat;
how any good-looking girl could fall for a
thing like him is beyond me. Played February 22-23. Admission: 25-10. Small town
patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 350. —
Warren J. Gavin, Rio Theatre, Stevens.ville,
Mont.
PARIS

HONEYMOON

January 18-19. Weather: Good. Admission:
25-20-10 Small town and rural patronage.
y: 300.— F. D. MorPopulation: 1,600. Capacit
ris, Meade Theatre, Meade, Kas.
ROAD

DEMON (20th-Fox)
This picture has no stars. The auto races
were taken from newsreels. O.K. for the
Blizkids. Played February 10-11. Weather:
zard. Admission 25-10. General patronage.

Population 1,500. Capacity 200.— Martinla. Renner, Pastime Theatre, La Porte City,

R
RHYTHM OF THE SADDLE (Rep)
This combination is about our best mortgage lifters. Population: 1,100. Capacity:
300. — E. C. Arehart, Strand Theatre, Milford,
la.
RIDE A CROOKED MILE (Para)
A title that does not mean much, but if
you can get them in they will like it. Played

1
d R:to
netQ
pebT
aphT
hfx
yW

SERVICE DE LUXE (Univ)
Did not draw too well — but those who did
not come missed a good, clever picture.
Played February 8-9. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. County patronage. Population 1,000. Capacity 300. — W. H. Herbert,
Hi-Way Theatre, Sheridan, Ore.
STAND UP AND FIGHT (M-G-M)
Good, but it did not draw for some reason.
Played February 26-28. Weather: Good. Admission: 35. Local patronage. Population:
2,800. Capacity: 650.— M. W. Mattecheck,
Lark Theatre, McMinnville, Ore.
STORM,

THE

Enough action and noise for a dozen photoplays. However, they seemed to like it and
it did normal mid-week business. Good cast
and very capably produced. Played March
16-17. Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-15-10.
Family patronage. Population: 63,000. Capacity: 800. — J. B. Stine, Garfield Theatre,
Terre Haute, Ind.

TEX

RIDES

WITH

TRUE

THE

BOY

SCOUTS

(GN)

STORIES

:: April 22, 1939

ALTEC

FILES

Bros. Theatres,

Chicago, 111.

Exhibitor Finds
Diagnosis
Quick
“Plain Miracle

ff

I can't see how Ritter rated as one of ten
best. He can't sing as good as Jack Randall
but perhaps it's his songs,. They say his
new Monogram westerns are better. Hope
so. Weather: Fair. Small town patronage.

CHICAGO— "We

Population: 750. Capacity: 300. -—
Jackson Theatre, Flomaton, Ala.

business on a Tuesday matinee in the Olym-

Sammie,

were

playing

to a good

TOM SAWYER, DETECTIVE (Para)
Not much drawing power here except for
the kiddies. Played March 24-25. Weather:
Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage
Population: 700. Capacity: 300. — Mrs. M. H.
Robertson, Joyo Theatre, Coleridge, Neb.

pia Theatre, when for a reason we couldn’t
find, the sound went dead on our No. 1

u

promptly arrived at the theatre. He immediately discovered there was no voltage in
the photo-electric cell, resulting from a
broken connection in a coupling unit.

UNDER WESTERN STARS (Rep)
Excellent. Ran on double feature

with

"Higgins Family'' to capacity business and
all patrons were well pleased and I received
much favorable comment on Roy Rogers.
Played

February 3-4. Weather: Fair. Admission: 30-15. Rural patronage. Population:
700. — W. Clark, Colonial Theatre, Waddington, N. Y.

w

machine,’ said Doc Rafalski, General Manager of Bland Bros. Theatres.
"We called Altec, and C. G. Bosworth

"Bosworth

had the No. 1 machine

func-

tioning normally in a few minutes. It was
only necessary to double up on the No. 2
machine twice from the time he got to my
theatre.
"The

WILD HORSE CANYON (Mono)
Seemed to be a good enough western but
just average at the boxoffice. Played February 15-16. Small town patronage. — H. C.
Allison, White Cloud Theatre, White Cloud,
Mich.

uncanny way the Altec man instantly puts his finger on what is wrong may
be the result of engineering ability, but its
•
•
me.” •
to
just a plain miracle

Exhibitors whose theatres are protected by an
YOU

CANT

TAKE

IT WITH

YOU

(Col)

The picture was like the title — too long,
too drawn out. Failed to draw. Didn't make
film rental. Played February 15-16. Weather:
Good. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,400. Capacity: 500. — R. L.
Hall, Aztec Theatre, Van Alstyne, Tex.
ZAZA

Altec Service inspector’s regular visits have
greater peace of mind. They can devote their
full energies to problems claiming their undistracted attention. Write to

ALTEC

(Para)

Why in h — do they put two fine stars in
a picture like this and charge you more for
it. Played March 22-23. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-20-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 1,600. Capacity: 300. — F. D. Morris, Meade Theatre, Meade, Kas.

250 West 57th Street, New

OF

BOXOFFICE

FROM

NED (DOC) RAFALSKI,
General Manager of
Bland

(Univ)

(Para)

Not up to Bing Crosby's standard and a
few more of this and Paramount won't have
the star Bing once was. Played February
23-24. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity:
200. — Jack Y/right, Strand Theatre, Bastrop,
Tex.

_JfACTU|E

THE

SERVICE

THE

MOTION

York City

ORGANIZATION
PICTURE

INDUSTRY
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"CASTLES" STILL TOP; MANY TYPES RATE HIGH
AVERAGE

BOSTON

Fenway — I’m From Missouri (Para)
Memorial — -Three Smart Girls Grow Up

(Univ),
150

135
55
120

(Univ)..

100
110
110
100

CHICAGO
Apollo — Grand Illusion (World), held 2nd wk...l00
Chicago— Dodge City (WB), plus stage show,
held 2nd wk
130
Garrick— Prison Without Bars (UA), held
2nd wk
90
Oriental — Boy Slaves (RKO), plus stage show.. 90
Palace — The Castles (RKO), plus stage show,
held 2nd wk
130
Roosevelt- I’m From
Missouri (Para)
State-Lake — Disbarred (Para), plus stage show.
United Artists — Ice Follies of 19.39 (M-G-M),
2nd wk

90
85
85

CINCINNATI

Grand — Wife, Husband
Fox), 2nd wk

and

Top Hits of the Week

190

CHARLOTTE

Story

Three Smart Girls
Kansas City
Dodge
Prison

Up

Friend

Navy

Dodge

City — Dallas

Love
Yes,

1st part....

Majestic — Dodge City (WB)
Melba — Let Us Live (Col); Mystic
1st half

(WB),

2nd

70

on

stage,

90
. .

wk

85
125
100

DENVER
Aladdin — You Can’t Cheat an
(Univ), after a wk. at the

Honest
Denver

Man

Broadway — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M); Next
Time I Marry
(RKO), after a wk. at the
Orpheum
Denham— -I’m From
Missouri (Paia)
Denver — The Little Princess (20th-Fox)
Orpheum — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO); Within the Law (M-G-M)
Paramount — King of the Turf (UA) ; Romance
of the Redwoods
(Col)
Rialto — Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN),
after a wk. at each the Denver and Aladdin;
Society Smugglers (Univ)

90

140
95

125

DETROIT

Michigan — Midnight (Para);
Palms State — They Made Me
Never Say Die (Para)
United Artists — Ice
2nd wk

Follies

1939

120

(20th-Fox),

Alamo — Rough
Riders’ Round-up
(Rep)
Circle— Dodge City (WB)
Indiana — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO)

Serenade (M-G-M)
of the Baskervilles

KANSAS

4th

and

50
150
80

75

wk.,

135
130

Newsboys’
100

(Univ);

(M-G-M),

10

110
100
95
90

days.... 110

Vernon
(UA)

and

Irene

; Pardon

Castle
105

Our

155
Friend
(UA)

(20th120

Den-

95
170

Everybody’s Baby (20th-Fox), held
Uptown — Same
as Esquire, held

130
210

160

LOS ANGELES

Aldine — Midnight
(Para), 3rd wk
Boyd — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Earle — Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Fox — East Side of Heaven
(Univ), with Shirley Ross and Judy Canova on stage
Karlton — Hound
of the Baskervilles (20th-

130
100
105

Fox)
Keith’s — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ)..
Palace — Never Say Die (Para)
Stanley — Dodge
City (WB)
Stanton — Winner
Takes All (20th-Fox)

125
140
105
160
80

90
150
75
200
150
225
50
100

MILWAUKEE
Theatre — Forever Yours (GN); Adventures of Chico (SR)
70
Palace — I’m From
Missouri (Para); Bulldog
Drummond’s
Secret Police (Para)
80
Riverside — Risky Business (Univ) ; Dixie Dunbar, Eddie Peabody, Jackie Heller on stage.. 140
Strand — Hound of the Baskervilles (20th-Fox);
Wife, Husband
and Friend (20th-Fox)
85
Warner — Dodge City (WB);
The Adventures
of Jane Arden (WB)
135
Wisconsin — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell

Alvin — Hound of the Baskervilles (20th-Fox)
Barry — I Was a Convict (Rep); Torehy Gets
Her Man
(WB)
Fulton— The Lost Patrol (RKO), revival;
Star of Midnight (RKO), revival
Penn — Huckleberry Finn (M-G-M)
Senator — Cimarron
(RKO)
revival; No
Man
of Her Own
(Para), revival
Stanley — Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M);
Major
Bowes’ World’s Fair Review
Warner — The Saint Strikes Back (RKO);
Secret Service of the Air (WB)

PORTLAND,

Little

Everybody’s

Baby

. . . one

third

of a nation

(20th-Fox)

. . . 150

. . .

(Para) ;
90
110
80
110
100
100

HAVEN

College — Wife, Husband and Friend (20th-Fox),
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)
100
Loew-Poli — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
.... 75
Paramount — Three Smart Girls Grow Up
(Univ); Last Warning
(Univ), held for 2nd
wk. at Paramount
170
Roger Sherman — Dodge City (WB);
Women
in the Wind (WB), held for 2nd wk. at the
Roger Sherman

180

ORLEANS

Center — Three Musketeers (20th-Fox)
Liberty— Pacific Liner (RKO)

80
90

LAKE

(Para);

80
75
115
80
90
75

150
100
120
100
110

CITY

Centre — Story of Yernon and Irene Castle
(RKO)
Paramount — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
( 20th-Fox)
Studio — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ),
2nd wk
Utah — Disbarred
Trip (UA)
Victory — Exposed
Moon
(Rep)

110

ORE.

Broadway — Wuthering Heights (UA); King
of the Turf (UA)
Mayfair — East Side of Heaven (Univ) ; Spirit
of Culver (Univ), 2nd wk
Orpheum — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO); Secret Service of the Air (WB)
Paramount — Dodge City (WB);
The Flying
Irishman (RKO),
2nd wk
United Artists — Three Smart Girls Grow Up
(Univ); Risky Business (Univ), 2nd wk

SALT

Everybody’s Baby
(2l)th-Fox)
Century — Topper Takes a Trip (UA)
Gopher — King of the -Turf (UA)
Orpheum — Love Affair (RKO)
State — Midnight (Para)
World — Pygmalion (M-G-M), 6th wk

NEW

110

PITTSBURGH

Chinese — Huekleberry Finn (M-G-M);
Burn
’Em Up O’Connor (M-G-M)
Downtown — Dodge City (WB)
Four Star — Prison Without Bars (UA)
Hillstreet — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO);
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Hollywood — Same as Downtown
Pantages — Same as Hillstreet
Paramount — I’m From
Missouri (Para), 5 days
only, plus stage show
State — Same
as Chinese

Aster —

120

120

Orpheum — Wife, Husband
and
Fox) ; Topper Takes a Trip

CITY
150

of

(RKO),
2nd wk
Omaha — Stagecoach
Nerve (20th-Fox)

final

Seattle.
3rd

Loose

145

OMAHA
Brandeis — Story

Philadelphia.

Daughter,

and

wk.,

Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Newman — Dodge City (WB), held
Orpheum — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO),
held
Tower — Alexander Graham
Bell (20th-Fox);

NEW

125

Esquire — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ),
’K'1'1
Midland — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M);

90

Tower — Fast
6th

95

INDIANAPOLIS

Loew’s — Broadway
Lyric — The Hound
(20th-Fox)

155

York;

(Para)

King of Chinatown (Para), 3 days
Midwest — Little Princess (20th-Fox)
Plaza — Paris Honeymoon
(Para), moveover
from Criterion
State — Blondie Meets the Boss (Col);
Romance
of the Redwoods
(Col)

MINNEAPOLIS
110
115

On Trial (WB)..120
a Criminal (WB);
80

of

160

Liberty — Say It in French (Para);
Home
(Univ), 4 days
Liberty — The
Family Next Door

RUNS
New

show.

100
80
130
130

PHILADELPHIA

(20th-Fox);

Adams — Three Smart Girls Grow lip (Univ),
2nd wk. ; The Saint Strikes Back (RKO)....
Cinema — Ballerina (SR)
Pox — Little Princess (20th-Fox), plus stage
show

Criterion — Midnight

160

75

CITY

170

ver.

110

130
105

wk.,

wk.,

Darling

90

175

Melba — Society Lawyer
(M-G-M),
2nd half.
Palace — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO)
Kid

80

My

3rd

3rd

wk.,

. . . .

CITY

OKLAHOMA

(dual) — Omaha

Affair,

Midnight,

(Rep),

170

City — Cleveland, Philadelphia
Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle — Kansas City

18th

YORK

(20th-Fox)

Roxy — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell (20thFox), 2nd wk., plus stage show
Strand — Dodge City (WB), plus stage show....

175

Crisis, 6th wk., New York.
Three Smart Girls Grow Up,
wk., New York.

100
80
190

190

Dodge

EXTENDED

Murder

150
70
100
150
90

(Univ)..

Radio City Music Hall — Story of Vernon and
Irene Castle (RKO),
2nd wk., plus stage
show
Rivoli — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ),
4th and final wk

Haven.... 180

120
120
110

115
95
160

NEW

190

Dodge City — Kansas City
Three Smart Girls Grow Up
(dual) — New Haven

130

— Bough
Riders’ Round-Up
(Rep),
part
— Tom
Sawyer, Detective (Para),
part

Tower — Oklahoma

(dual) — New

110

DALLAS
Capitol
2nd
Capitol
3rd

(dual) — Boston

Without Bars — Cleveland

for

Castle

Astor — Pygmalion
(M-G-M),
18th wk
Criterion — Within the Law
(M-G-M)
Globe — Prison Without
Bars
(UA)
Paramount — Midnight (Para), plus stage

210

City

Out

225

Up —

Pygmalion,
Minneapolis.

(20th-

Allen — Little Princess (20th-Fox), 2nd wk
City- — Ballerina (SR)
Hippodrome — Dodge City (WB)
Palace — Fast Side of Heaven
(Univ). Stage:
Vaudeville, headlined by Gracie Barrie
State — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Stillman- — Prison Without Bars (UA)

Angeles

Grow

Dodge

CLEVELAND

of the

City

Lyceum — Time

and Irene

(dual) — Los

....130
(Univ),
120

Keith’s — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Lyric — Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Palace — Broadway
Serenade
(M-G-M)
Shubert — Vernon and Irene Castle (RKO),
held

Capitol — Pride

of Vernon

Castle

Stagecoach

Albee — Dodge City (WB), held
Capitol — Three Smart Girls Grow
3rd wk., held

Orpheum — Story of Vernon and Irene
(RKO)
Regent — Mysterious Miss X
(Rep)
Saenger — Three Smart Girls Grow Up
State — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Tudor — Honolulu
(M-G-M)

45

Flying- Irishman (RKO)
Metropolitan — Dodge City (WB) ; Adventures
of Jane Arden
(WB)
Orpheum — Huckleberry Finn (M-G-M);
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Paramount — Same
as Fenway
State — Same
as Orpheum

Broadway — Within the Law
(M-G-M)
Carolina — Three Smart Girls Grow Up
Imperial — Bodge City (WB)
State — Federal Man-Hunt
(Rep)

IS 100%

Topper

Takes

100
105
105

a
100

(Univ);

Shine

On,

Harvest
100

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — Love Affair (RKO); Great Man
Votes (RKO),
3rd wk
90
Fifth Avenue — Little Princess (20th-Fox);
Fast and Loose (M-G-M)
100
Music Box — Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN)..110
Orpheum — Dodge City (WB) ; Winner Take
All (20th-Fox)
120
Palomar — Gambling Ship (Univ); Cipher
Bureau (GN), plus Major Bowes’ Amateurs
on stage
Paramount — Three Smart Girls Grow
Up
(Univ);

Society

Smugglers

BQXOFFICE

(Univ),

2nd

wk.

110
.100
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Alphabetical Index TO THEGooklnq
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This Index is designedA mo
as a»•#
time saving
guide
ior
exhibitors ti.'li
whoA
ejrrvyi**#
know the title of a feature, but do not recall the producer or distributor. All features listed here appear in the BOOKING CHART
in release week squares alongside the proper company headings. The date following title is issue of review. Number at end
of line is production number.

A
Adventure In the Sahara (Col)
Dec. 24
9028
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(M-G-M)
Feb. 18
923
Adventures of Jane Arden
(WB) Feb. 18
321
Almost a Gentleman
(RKO)
Mar. 11
920
Ambush
(Para) Jan. 21
....3820
Angels With Dirty Faces (FN)
Oct. 39
351
Annabel Takes a Tour (RKO)
Oct. 22
908
Arizona Cowboy
(Col)
Arizona Region (RKO) Jan. 14.. 982
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)
Nov. 12
929
Arrest Bulldog Drummond
3812
(Para) Nov. 26
Asking for Trouble (GB)
8012

B
Back

Door

to Heaven

(Para)

3833
Apr. 15
Beachcomber, The (Para) Dec. 3.3863
Beauty for the Asking (RKO)
Jan. 28
915
Big Town Czar (Bniv)
Blackwell’s Island (FN) Mar. 4
Blind Alley (Col)
9011
Blondie (Col) Nov. 5
Rlundie Meets the Boss (Col)
Mar. 4
Blue

Montana

Skies

(Rep)
Boy Friend (20th-Fox)
Jan. 21
Boy Slaves (RKO)
Boy Trouble (Para) Feb. 4
Boys Reformatory (Mono)
Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Apr. 8
Bronze Buckaroo (Sack) Jan.

844

911
3824

Up

O’Connor

7.
3831

(M-G-M)

919

C
Cafe Society (Para) Feb.
California Frontier (Col)
Dec. 24

11.... 3826
8206

Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M) . . .
Captain Fury (UA)
Charlie Chan in Honolulu
(20th-Fox) Dec. 24
928
Chasing Danger (20tli-Fox)
Jan. 7
941
Christmas Carol, A (M-G-M)
Dec. 17
917
Cipher Bureau (GN) Oet. 29. . . . 312
Climbing High
(20th -Fox)
8012
Code of the Secret Service (WB)
Code of the Streets (Ilniv)
Come On Rangers (Rep) Dec. 3. . 818
Comet Over Broadway
(FN)
Dec. 17
370
Confessions of a Nazi Spy (WB-FN)
Convict’s Code (Mono) Feb. 18.3822
Cowboy and the Rady (UA)
Nov. 26
Crashing

Through

D

(GN)

327

Dark
Victory (FN) Mar. 11... 354
Dawn Patrol (WB) Dec. 24
303
Disbarred (Para) Jan. 14
3818
Dodge City (WB) Apr. 8
304
Down on the Farm (20th-Fox)
Oct. 15
920
Dramatic School (M-G-M)
Dee. 15
Drifting Westward
(Mono)
Mar. 25
Duke of West Point (UA) Dec.

E

East

Side

of Heaven

915
3854
24

(Univ) . . Apr.

Everybody’s Baby
(20th-Fox)
Dec. 3
Exile Express (GN) Feb. 18
Exposed (Univ) Nov. 26 ...

F

15

935
301
3032

Fast and Loose (M-G-M) Feb. 18. 924
Family Next Door (Univ) ... .Apr. 15
Federal Man-Hunt
(Rep)
Jan. 14
880
Feud of the Range (Metropolitan)
Fighting Thoroughbreds (Rep)
Jan. 21
808
First

Offenders

(Col)

Mar.

Fisherman’s Wharf (RKO)
Feb. 4
Fixer Dugan
(RKO)
Flirting With Fate (M-G-M)

BOXOFFICE

914

Forged Passport (Rep) Feb. 11..
Four Girls in White (M-G-M)
Jan. 21

823

Frog, The (GB)
Frontier Pony Express

11.. 9030
844
922

919

(Rep)

921
8011

G
Gambling Ship (Univ) Dec. 24.. 3023
Gang Bullets (Mono) Dec. 10.... 3818
Gangster’s Boy (Mono) Nov. 12.. 3801
Ghost Town Riders (Univ)
3054
Girl Downstairs (M-G-M) Dec. 31 916
Going Places (FN) Dec. 24
359
Great Man Votes (RKO) Jan. 14 913
Great Waltz (M-G-M)
Nov. 12.. 908
Gun Packer (Mono) Nov. 19
3851
Gunga Din (RKO)
Jan. 28
912

H

Hard

to

Get

(WB)

Nov.

12

310

Hardys Ride High (M-G-M) ....
Harlem Rides the Range (Sack)
Heart of the North (FN) Dec. 17 362
His Exciting Night (Univ)
Dec. 10
3036
Home
on the Prairie (Rep)
Feb. 18
842
Homicide Bureau (Col) Feb. 11.9035
Honolulu (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
Honor of the West (Univ)
Hotel Imperial (Para)
Hound of the Baskervilles
Apr.

I

922
3055

1

936

I Am
a Criminal (Mono) Dec. 3.3812
I’m From Missouri (Para)
Mar. 25
3830
1 Was a Convict (Rep) Feb. 25. 824
lee Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Mar. 11
925
Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)
Feb. 4. 920
If I Were King (Para) Oct. 1...3810
Illegal Traffic (Para) Nov. 5... 3809
In Early Arizona (Col) Apr. 1..9211
Inside Story (20th-Fox) Oet. 22. .934
Inspector Hornleigh (RKO)
945
It’s a Wonderful

World

(M-G-M)

J

Jesse James (20th-Fox) Jan. 21..
Just Around the Corner (20thFox) Nov. 5

K

921
915

Kentucky
(20th-Fox) Dec. 24... 923
Kid From Texas (M-G-M) Apr. 8 929
King of Chinatown (Para)
Mar. 11
3827
King of the Turf (UA) Feb. 18
King of the Underworld
(WB)
Jan. 14
317

L

Rady and the Mob (Col) Mar. 11.9013
Rady Vanishes (GB) Oct. 15... 8010
Rady’s From
Kentucky, The
(Para) Apr. 15
3834
Rast Warning
(Univ) Dec. 10... 3027
Raw
Comes to Texas (Col)
9214
Raw West of Tombstone (RKO)
Nov. 19
909
Rawless Valley (RKO)
Nov. 5... 981
Ret Freedom
Ring (M-G-M)
Feb. 25
926
Ret Us Rive (Col) Feb. 18
9007
Rittle Orphan Annie (Para)
Dec. 3
3814
Rittle Pal (Mono)
3828
Rittle Princess (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
932
Rittle Tough Guys in Society
(Univ) Nov. 26
3011
Rone Star Pioneers (Col)
Apr. 15
Rone Wolf Spy Hunt
Jan. 28
Rong Shot (GN) Dec.
Rost Patrol (RKO)
Rove
Rncky

Affair
Night

Made for Each
Feb. 11

(RKO)

9213
(Col)

(M-G-M)

M

Other

9014
313

31
Mar.

18

T O

Mr. Moto’s Rast Warning
(20th-Fox) July 30
Mr. Moto on Danger Island
(20th-Fox) Mar. 18
My Son Is a Criminal (Col)
Mar. 18

926
937
9029

My Wife’s Relatives (Rep)
Mar. 11
810
Mysterious Miss X (Rep) Jan. 21 809
Mystery of Mr. Wong
(Mono)
Mar. 18
3806
Mystery of the White Room
(Univ) Apr. 1
3037
Mystery Plane (Mono) Mar. 4. ...3809

N

Apr. 15
854
Frontiers of ’49 (Col) Mar. 11... 9212
Frontiersman (Para) Nov. 26.... 3856

(20th-Fox)
931

Bulldog Drummond’s
Secret
Police (Para) Apr. 8
Burn ’Em
Jan. 14

Dee. 3
Flying Irishman (RKO)
Mar. 11
For Rove or Money (Univ)

^ HIDE

^

916
933

(UA)

Man
From
Wyoming
(Mono).. 3864
Man of Conquest (Rep) Apr. 15.
Mexicali Rose (Rep) Apr. 1
843
Midnight (Para) Mar. 11
3828
Missing Daughters (Col)

Nancy
Nancy
Jan.

Drew,
Drew,
28

Detective (WB)
Reporter (FN)

. . .

319
372

Navy Secrets (Mono) Feb. 18... 3805
Never Say Die (Para) Mar. 11.. 3832
Newsboys Home
(Univ) Jan. 28. .3015
Next Time I Marry (RKO)
Dec. 10
910
Night Riders (Rep) Apr. 8
North of Shanghai (Col) Mar.
North of Yukon
(Col)

865
11.9038
9205

o

Off the Record (WB) Jan. 28... 314
Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Mar. 18 . . . 308
Oklahoma
Trail (Col)
On Trial (WB)
Mar. 25
323
One Third of a Nation (Para)
Feb. 11
3825
Only Angels Have Wings (Col) . .
Orphans of the Street (Rep)
Dee. 17
819
Outside These Walls (Col)
Out West With the Hardys
(M-G-M)

Nov.

26

913

P

Pacific Riner (RKO)
Panama
Rady (RKO)

Dec.

31 . . .

Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox)
Nov. 19
Paris Honeymoon
(Para)
Dec. 24

914

931
3821

Peck’s Bad Boy With the Circus
(RKO)
Nov. 26
948
Persons in Hiding (Para) Jan. 28.3823
Phantom
Stage (Univ)
3056
Pirates of the Skies (Univ)
3033
Prairie Justice (Univ)
3053
Pride of the Navy (Rep) Jan. 28 822
Prison Without Bars (UA) Feb. 25
Pygmalion

(M-G-M)

R

Dee.

Racketeers of the Range
Red River Range (RenV
Return of the Cisco Kid
(20th-Fox)
Rhythm
of the
Nov. 20
Ride a Crooked
Dec. 10

Saddle

11....

980

(RKO)
864
940

(Rep)

7108
Mile

(Para)
3815

Ride ’Em Cowgirl (GN) .Tan. 2R.W1-2
Riders of the Rio Grande
(Mono)
Rio Grande (Col) Apr. 8
9202
Risky Business (Univ) Mar. 11.. 3029
Road Demon
(20th-Fox) Aug. 27. 918
Romance
of the Redwoods
(Col)
Rolling Westward (Mono) Apr.
Rookie Cop (RKO)
Rose of Washington
Square
(20th-Fox)
Rough Riders Roundup
(Rep)
Mar.

25

942
853

s

St. Louis Blues (Para) Jan.
Saint Strikes Back (RKO)
Feb. 18
Santa Fe Stampede (Rep)
Dee.
Say It
Secret
Feb.
Secrets
Nov.

1 3863
923

28. .3822
918

17
803
in French (Para) Nov. 20.3813
Service of the Air (WB)
11
320
of a Nurse (Univ)
19
3022

Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Mar. 25
Sharpshooters (20th-Fox) Sept. 24
Shine On, Harvest Moon (Rep) . .
Shining Hour (M-O-M) Nov. 19..
Silver on the Sage (Para) Feb. 18
Smiling Along (20th-Fox) Dec. 17
Smoky
Trails (Metropolitan) . . .
Society Lawyer (M-G-M)
Apr. 1
Society Smugglers (Univ)
Mar. 11
Some Like It Hot (Para)
Song of the Buckaroo (Mono)
Jan. 14
Son of Frankenstein (Univ)
Jan. 21
Sorority House (RKO)
Spirit of Culver
Spring Madness

(Univ) Mar.
(M-G-M)

927
910
852
912
3858
933
930
3024

3861

4. .3014

Nov. 26
Stagecoach

911
(UA)

Feb.

11

Stand Up and Fight (M-G-M)
Jan. 7
918
Star of Midnight (RKO)
reissue
Star Reporter (Mono) Feb. 25.. 3822
Stolen Life (Para)
.storm Over Bengal (Rep) Nov. 19 807
Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox) Apr. 8
938
■Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle (RKO)
838
Strange Case of Dr. Meade (Col)
Oct. 29
9022
Strange Faces (Univ) Dec. 10. . .3035
Street of Missing Men (Itep)....
Streets of New York (Mono)
Apr. 15
Submarine Patrol (20tli-Fox)
Nov. 5
Sudden Money
(Para) Mar.
Sundown on the Prairie

3802
909
25

(Mono) Apr. 1
Sunset Murder Case (GN)
Sunset Trail (Para) Oct. 29
Sweepstakes Winner (FN)

3862
345
3857
373

Sweethearts (M-G-M)
Dec. 24... 910
Swing, Sister, Swing (Univ)
Dec. 17
3021

T
Tail Spin (20th-Fox)
Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
Terror of Tiny Town
(Col)
July 30
Texas Stampede
(Col)
Thanks for Everything
Fox) Dec. 10
Thanks for the Memory
Nov. 12
The Dove

925

9050
9201
(20th917

(Para)

3811
(RKO)

The Gorilla (20th-Fox)
The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
There’s That Woman
Again
(Col) Dec. 17
9000
They Asked for It (Univ)
They Made Her a Spy (RKO)
Mar. 25
920
They Made Me a Criminal (WB)
Jan. 7
307
Three Musketeers (20th-Fox)
Feb. 11
927
Three Smart Girls Grow Up
(Univ) Mar. 25
3001
Three Texas Steers (Rep)
866
Thundering AVest (Col) Apr. 15.. 9203
Tom
Sawyer, Detective (Para)
Dec. 24
3816
To the Rescue (GN)
328
Topper Takes a Trip (UA) Jan. 7
Torehy Gets Her Man
(AVB)
Oct. 15
318
Torehy in Chinatown (FN)
Torehy Runs for Mayor (AVB)
Tough Kid (Mono) Jnn. 14
Trade AVinds (UA) Dec. 31

371
Apr. 1
3819

Trigger Pals (GN) Jan. 21
Trigger Smith (Mono)
Trouble in Sundown
(RKO)

AVI-13
3851

Mar. 11
12 Crowded Hours

983
18 917

(RKO)

Feb.

U
Undercover Agent (Mono)
Union Pacific (Para)
Unmarried
Up

the

Wanted

(Para)

River
by

3824
.

(20th-Fox)

W

Scotland

Nov.

12 924

Yard

(Mono)

3829

Water Rustlers (GN) Mar. 18..AV1-1
AVestern Jamboree (Rep) Dec. 24 841
AVhiie New York Sleeps (20thFox) Oct. 22
922
AA’hispering Enemies (Col) Jan. 7
AVife, Husband and Friend (20 thFox) Feb. 18
930
Wild Horse Canyon (Mono)
Jan. 7
AA'ings of the Navy (AVB) Jan.
Winner Take All (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
Within the Law
(M-G-M)
Mar. 18
Wolf Call (Mono)

21

3852
309
939
928

AVoraan Doctor (Rep) Feb. 4.... 808
AVomen
in the Wind
(AArB)
Feb. 4
316
Wutherlng Heights (UA) Apr. 1

Y
Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN)
Feb. 11
357
You Can’t Cheat an Honest
Man
(Univ) Feb. 25
3005
You Can’t Get Away
AVith
Murder
(AVB) Jan. 28

Z
Zaza (Para) Jan. 7
Zenobia (UA) Mar.

3819
18
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A

ALL-STAR

THREE
A

COMEDIES

A Star Is Shorn (17) ... .Apr.
Boom
Goes the Groom

31, '39

Ducking

STOOGES
They

(16)
Violent Is the
(18)
We Want Our

(17)
Not Guilty

(17)
Yes. We

Enough

(18)

Now
It Can Be Sold (17)
Pie A La Maid (18)
With Charley Chase.
Sue My Lawyer
(17)
Swing You Swingers
(18)
With Andy Clyde.
The Chump
Takes a
(. . )
The Nightshirt
The Sap Takes

June 2, ’39
Dec. 23
Sept. 16
20, '39

Bump
May 5, ’39
(18) .. .Oct. 28

Bandit
a Sap

Mar.

Flame
(8)

Peacefnl Neighbors
The Animal Cracker
(7)
The
The

Gorilla Hunt
(..).. Feb.
House That Jack Built

(7)
COLUMBIA
Bermuda

24, ’39

Apr.

14, ’39

TOUR

Isle of Paradise

(10) .Not.

4

Big Town
Commuters
(9) . Feb. 3, '39
Province of Quebec (10)
Dec. 15
COMMUNITY

SING

No. 11(10)
Songs of Yesteryear.
No. 12 (10)
Scotch Songs.
No. 7 Parade
No. 8 Strauss
(. . )
No. 9 Songs
(. . )
Third

of Hits
Waltzes
of

the

Aug.

26

Sept. 15
(9) .Mar.

24, ’39

Apr.

21, '39

West

May

19, ’39

Series

No. 1 College Songs (10)
No. 2 South Seas (10)

Oct. 1
Oct. 4

No. 3 Season’s Idea (11)
No. 4 Girls’ Names
(..)
No. 5 Friendship Songs

Dec. 2
Dec. 30

(10)
No. 6 Moon Songs
KRAZY
KAT

Jan.
(10) ... .Feb.

Golf Chumps
(. . )
Gym
Jams
(7)
Hot Dogs on Ice (7)

Apr. 6, ’39
Sept. 9
Oct. 21

Krazy’s Bear Tale
Krazy’s Shoe Shop
The Lone Mountle
MUSIC
(New
A

Night

HALL
series)

in

a

27, ’39
24, ’39

(7)
Jan. 27, ’39
( . . ) . .May 12, ’39
(6) ...... .Dec. 10
VANITIES

Music

No.

1(..)
SCRAPPY

Hall

May

21, ’39

Jan.

15, ’39

CARTOONS

A Worm’s Eye View (. .) Apr. 28, ’39
Early Bird (5)
Sept. 16
Happy
Birthday (7)
Not. 17
Scrappy’s
(6)
Scrappy’s

Added

SCREEN
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

Attraction

.Sideshow

Feb. 3, ’39
(7) . . . . Mar. 3, ’39

SNAPSHOTS

1(10)
2(10)
3(10)
4 (10)
5(10)
6(10%)
7(10)
8(9%)
9 (. . )
SPORT
REELS

(Series
Sept.
Oct.
Not.
Dec.
Jan. 6,
Feb. 17,
Mar. 17,
Apr. 8,
May 12,

17)
16
14
20
15
’39
’39
’39
’39
’39

Demons
of the Deep (9)
Aug. 19
Diving Rhythm
(. . )
Apr. 21, ’39
Football Giants (10)
Sept. 28
Get Ready Navy
(10)
Jan. 6, ’39
King Vulture (10) Special. . .Dec. 23
Navy
Champions
(10)
Mar. 17
Odd Sports (10)
Feb. 10
Ski Rhythm
(10)
Nov. 4

92

24, ’39

May
PARADE

19, ’39

No.

1 Harry Newman
Commentator (10)
Not.
2 Inside the White House

(11)
No. 3 Inside

the

Jan.

Capitol

(..)

Apr.

Grand

18

6, ’39
28, ’39

National

CAVALCADE

OF

short
color.

PARADE

PETE

SMITH

Jan.
Jan.

DOESN’T

PAY

It Over (20)
America Sleeps

Apr.

15, ’39
Dec. 24
KIDS

(8)

ROBERT

Rural Hungary
(..)
Apr. 29, ’39
Singapore and Jahore (9) . . . .Dec. 31
Sydney — Pride of Australia
(9)
Dec. 3
HISTORICAL
mysteries
the

Rock

(11) . . . Sept. 3

MUSICAL
Dream

of

Love

(11)

Ang.
Dec.
Feb.

20
31
11

28, ’39
Dec. 10
Not. 12

POPEYE
©Aladdin

Apr. 7,’39
after dark,

animals
CARTOONS

and

His

Wonderful

Lamp
(22)
Apr.
7,
Bulldozing
the Bull (7)
Aug.
Cops Is Always Right (7)... Dec.
Customers Wanted
(7)
Jan.
Goonland
(8)
Oct.
Leave Well Enough Alone
(7)
Mutiny

Aint

Nice

’39
19
30
27
21

Apr. 28
Sept. 23

(7)

POPULAR
SCIENCE
(In Clnecolor)
No. 1 (10)
No. 2 (II)

Sept. 2
Nov. 4

No. 3 (10)
No. 4 (10)
SCREEN

Jan. 6, ’39
Mar. 10
SONG

Beside a Moonlit Stream (8). July 29
Prank Dailey and His Orchestra.
GRANTLAND
LIGHTS

RICE

SPORT-

Jan.

28

Apr. 15, ’39
Dec. 17
Doris Wesof washing

Somewhat
Secret (21) ... Mar. 25, ’39
M-G-M
CARTOONS
IN SEPIA
(New Series)
Jitterbug Follies (9)
Feb. 25, ’39
Little Gold Fish (8)
Apr. 15, ’39
Mama’s
New
Hat (9)
Feb. 11
Seal Skinners (9)
Jan. 8, ’39
AVanted No Master ( . . ) . .Mar. 18, ’39
M-G-M
NEWS
OF THE
DAY
Released twice weekly.
COMEDIES

Aladdin’s Lantern (10)
Alfalfa’s Annt (11)

Champion Alrhoppers (10) . . . .Oct. 28
Deals with the fascinating sport

BOOP

of gliding
Frolicking
planes.
Hijinks

CARTOONS
Sept. 16

COLOR

CLASSICS

All’s Fair at the Fair (7) . . . .Aug. 26
Always
Kickin’ (7)
Jan. 27, ’39
Small Fry (7)
Apr. 21, ’39
The Playful Polar Bears (7). Oct. 28
COLOR
CRUISES
(New Series in Clnecolor)
Costa Rica (10)
Dec. 2
Land of Inca Memories (10) . .Jan. 27
Mexico (10)
Oct.. 7
Republic of Panama
(9) . . . . Mar. 24

Sept. 17
Jan. 7

Clown
Princess (10)
Apr. 15,
Duel Personalities (10) .. Mar. 11,
Football Romeo
(10)
Nov.
Men
in Fright (10)
Oct.
Party Fever (10)
Aug.
Practical Jokers (9)
Dec.
Tiny Troubles (10)
Feb.

’39
’39
12
15
27
17
18

and

soaring

Frogs

in motorless

(10)

Dec.

with
trained frogs
cluding a jumping contest.

Good Skates (10)
Ice skating with
Hold Your Breath
Depicting
a novel
meet.

23
in-

Apr. 14, ’39
champions.
(10)
Feb. 17
underwater track

Hunting Thrills (10)
Racing Pigeons (10)
Story of the racing

Sept. 2
Sept. 30
homing

of

Sporting
Aug. 5
pigeons. Test (10)
Ouestion answers in the field of
sport supplied by Ted Husing.
Super-Athletes (10)
Nov. 25
An analysis of the progress made
in track and field sports.
The Sporting Irish (10)
Mar. 17
Sports in Ireland.
Two Boys and a Dog (10) .Jan. 20, ’39
Adventures
of two
boys and
a
wire hair terrier on a pack trip
In the Rocky Mountains.

HEADLINER
UNUSUAL
A Song Is Born (10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Bnsse Rhythm
(10)
Oct. 7
Henry Busse and His Orchestra.
The Champagne
Music of the
Lawrence
Walk
(10)
Mar. 3
Lawrence Walk and his Orchestra.
Hal Kemp
and His Orchestra
(10)
Dec. 2
Lights! Action! Lucas (11) .. .Sept. 2
Clyde Lucas and orchestra.
Music Through the Years
(11)Garber
Jan
Orrin Tucker

and
and
and

Orchestra.Feb.
Orchestra
a

3, ’39
Nov.

Queen

4

(11)
Apr. 7, ’39
Vincent Lopez and Orchestra, Betty Hutton, Barry Wood,
Del Casino, Dick Todd.
PARAMOUNT
Released twice

NEWS
weekly.

PARAGRAPHICS

(17)

Once Over Lightly (19)
Dec. 31
The story of two barber colleges
becomes a musical comedy plot by
a close shave. Johnny Downs
and
Dixie Dunbar.

GANG

Jan.

Jan. Dec.
20, ’392
On (7)
With the New
(7)
Pudgy in Thrills and Chills
(7)
Dec. 23
Sally Swing (7)
Oct. 14
So Does an Automobile (7).. Mar. 31

COMEDIES

Happily Buried ( . . )
Men of Steel (21)
Kenneth
Stevens and
ton in a musical saga
machines.

OUR

11, ’39
Dee. 17
Apr. 8, ’39

No. 9 (10)
Sea police,
fashions.

Mar.

BENCHLEY

(10)
Three Kings

MINIATURES
City of Little Men
Great Heart (11)
Ice Antics (9)

14

Paramount

Sept. 17

Ancient Egypt
(9)
Jan. 21, ’39
Cairo — City of Contrast (9).. Sept. 10
Glimpses of Australia (9)... Apr. 15
Imperial Delhi (8)
Feb. 18
Jaipur — The Pink City (8)... Oct. 29
Java Journey (10)
Mar. 18
Madeira — Isle of Romance
(8)
Oct. 1

on

15
28
18
11

An Hour for Lunch (9) . .Mar. 18, ’39
How
to Watch
Football (9)... Oct. 8

Sept. 24

Captain’s Christmas (8)
Dec. 17
Honduras
Hnrricane (9)
Oct. 15
Old Smokey
(7)
Sept. 3
Petunia National Park (9)... Jan. 14
FITZPATRICK
TRAVELTALKS
In Technicolor

Man

Jan.

Buzzy Boop at the Concert
(7)
My Friend the Monkey

..(21)
Wrong
Way
Out (17)
CAPTAIN
AND
THE
CARTOONS

The

Series)

SPECIALTIES

Marine Circus (9)
©Penny’s Picnic (10)
Weather Wizards ( . . )

6

Money to Loan (21)
Mar. 11, ’39
They’re Always Caught (22).. Sept. 3
Scientific crime detection unearths
the murderer of a mayor of a large
city.

Treasure

(New

week.

(10)
Sept. 10
Grid Rules (10)
Oct. 15
^Heroes at Leisure (10)
Feb. 11
OHot
on Ice (10)
Oct. 22
Man’s Greatest Friend (10).. Not. 19

20

M-G-M

Burled

of the

Double Diving (10)
Football Thrills of 1937

BETTY

Think
While

are

STUFF

No. 1 (10)
Col. Stoopnagle.
No. 2 (10)

CRIME

Titles

No. 1 (10)
Oct.
New Roadways
(10)
Jan.
Story of Alfred Noble (11).. Feb.
The Story of Dr. Jenner (10) .Mar.

How
to Sublet (8)
Mental Poise (8)
Opening Day
(9)

Love on a Tap (11)
Mar. 18, ’39
Miracle of Salt T,ake (11) .. .Nov. 12
‘-'♦■•eamlined Swing
(9)
Sept. 10
They Live Again (10)
Oct. 22

(10%)
Jan. 20, ’39
A Night at the Troc (10) . .Mar. 2,’39
Good
Old
American
Home
(..)
PICTUREGRAPH

Mummy

Hare

(7).. Not. 3
May 26
Not. 24

(8) . .Jan. 26, ’39
Circus
Sept. 23

for

Feb.
Bonzana

RHAPSODIES

Little Moth’s Big
Lucky Pigs ( . . )
Midnight Frolics

Jan. 6, ’39
Curly
Sept. 2

No

10, ’39

Happy
Tots (7)
Mar. 31
Hollywood Graduation (7) . . . Ang. 26
Kangaroo Kid (7)
Dec. 23
Little Match Girl (re-sale)
(8%)
Dec. 16

Word

^ Indicates
©Indicates

PASSING

(7)
WASHINGTON

No.
Jan.

COMEDIES
Go

(16%)
Apr. 7, ’39
Flat Foot Stooges (17)
Not. 25
Mutts to You (18)
Oct. 14
Three Little Sew and Sews

(17%)
Mar. 24, ’39
Home
on the Range (17)
Dec. 9
Many
Sappy Returns (18) .. .Aug:. 19
Mutiny on the Body
Feb. 10, ’39
Sept. 30

Did

Following:

Running: Time. Date Is National Release, 1938, Unless
Otherwise Specified.

GUIDE

Columbia

(15%)
COLOR

Numerals

Circus

Co-Ed

(10)

Mar.

10

Fisherman’s Pluck (10) .. Apr. 14, ’39
Mildewed Melodramas
(11) . . .Sept. 2
Oh Say, Can You Ski? (10).. Dec. 16
Raising Canines (10)
Nov. 11
Rube Goldberg’s Travelgab
(9)
Oct. 14
That’s Africa (10)
Feb. 10
Unfinished Symphony
(10) .. .Jan. 13
PARAMOUNT

PICTORIAL

No. 2(10)
Sept. 2
Wellesley College; Amazon
activities; and Paris at night.
No. 3(10)
Oct. 7
Oceanic oddities, mountain
sunrises, elephants.
No. 4(10)
Nov. 4
Prospecting
for
oil, mountain
climbing and a visit to southeastern United States.
No. 5 (9)
Dec. 9
17 year locusts, outdoor scenes and
the hit parade of yesterday.
No. 6 (10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Great
Britain’s Kenya
Colony,
horse gadgets and
a
visit with
Stan
Shaw
and
his Milkman’s
Matinee.
No. 7(10)
Feb. 3. ’39
The
Mexican
Charro
at
play,
plumed
birds
and
all
about
accordions.
No.

8 (10)

Mar.

3

OCCUPATIONS
(In

Color)

No. 1 (10)
«JNo. 2 (10)
No. 3 (10)
No.
No.

Aug. 5
Oct. 7
Dec. 2

4(10)
5 (10)

Feb. 3, ’39
Apr. 14, ’39

RKO
DISNEY

Radio

CARTOONS

Brave Little Tailor (9)
Sept. 23
Donald’s Golf Game
(8)
Nov. 4
Donald’s Lucky Day (8) . .Jan. 13, ’39
Farmyard
Symphony
(8)
Oct. 14
Ferdinand the Bull (8)
Nov. 25
Goofy and Wilbur (8)
Mar. 17
Merbabies (9)
Dec. 9
Mickey’s Parrot (8)
Sept. 9
Mother Goose Goes Hollywood
(8)
Dec. 23
Practical Pig (..)
Feb. 24, ’39
Society Dog Show
(8)
Feb. 3, ’39
Mickey Mouse enters Pluto in the
Society dog show and Pluto does
not win.
The Whalers
(8)
Aug. 19
The Ugly Duckling (9)
Apr. 7
EDGAR

KENNEDY

COMEDIES

A Clean Sweep (17)
Beaux
and Errors (18)

Dec. 2
Oct. 7

Edgar’s father-in-law again starts
all the mischief as Edgar becomes
the

butt of a practical
cause of his obesity.

Clock Wise (16)
Father-in-law’s
drives

be-

Mar. 24
grandfather clock

Edgar nuts as
fully tries to get rid

Maid to
Edgar
in-law
tions.

joke

he unsuccessof it.

Order (18)
Jan. 27, '39
tries to marry his fatheroff with amusing complica-

HEADLINER

COMEDIES

Romancing
Along
Phil Harris and
Sea Melody (19)
Ted Fio Rlto
with Rita
cellino.

(21)
his

and

Oehrnan

Dec.
Orchestra.
His

and

36

Oct. 21
Orchestra

Muzzy

Mar-

Swing Vacation (19)
Feb.
LEON
ERROL
COMEDIES

24, ’39

Crime

13, ’39

Rave

BOXOFFICE

(18)

Jan.

:: April 22, 1939

Errol entertains bank bandits
his home
without knowing it.

FASHIONS

at

©Fashion Forecasts,
(11)
(11)
Winter styles.

Home
Boner (20)
Mar. 10, ’39
Major Difficulties (19)
Nov. 18
Stage Fright (18)
Sept. 23
Leon’s wife cures him of his aversion to her being on the stage.
MARCH

OF

©Fashion

TIME

No. 1 (20)
The
Czech-German

Sept. 2
crisis up-to-

Fighters

and

Britain’s

No. 3(20)
...Oct. 28
Inside the Maginot line.
No. 4(19)
Nov. 25
Uncle Sam — The Good Neighbor.
()No. 5 (18)
Dec. 23
The
Refugee — Today and Tomorrow.
No. 6(18)
The State
No.

of

the

Nation.

Jan.

7 (19)

Young
No.

and

Mexico’s

8(18)

Mar.

NU- ATLAS
Cafe

17

New
17, ’39

(10)

Dec.

Hello Mama
(11) ...... .Apr.
George Jessel, Four
Eton
Frieda Sulivan.
Readin, Ritin and Rhythm
(10)
Samovar
Serenade
Codolbon & His
Moscow
Choir,
Malina.

23
Ar-

14, ’39
Boys,

,. . .Feb. 17, ’39
(10)
Mar. 17
Gypsy Orchestra,
Karavaeff, Luba

Styles and Smiles (10)
Sept. 30
Virginia Verrill, Charles King, Harrison & Fischer, Marion Daniels.
Talent Auction (10)
Oct. 28
Irene Beasley, Five Reillys, Paul
Robinson, The Merry Macs, Bobby
Bernard.
Tropical Topics (10)
Jan. 20, ’39
The Rimacs, Roslta Ortego, Sisters
Virginia.
Under a Gypsy Moon
(10) .. .Sept. 2
Venetian Moonlight
(11) . . . .Nov. 25

What
Every
(11)
What Every
(10)
What Every

Released

RADIO

twice

(’36-'37

Mystic
Viking

Should
Should

Know
2

Know
Nov.

Inventor

25

Should

(10)

Jan.

20, ’39

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

54(9)
55 (9%)
56 (9)
57 (9)
58 (9)
59 (9)
60 (9)
61(9)

No.

62 (9)

MAGIC

Siam
Trail

(. . )
(10)

Mar.
Feb.

(7)Stranger
The

Rides

Dec. 30
Sept. 9
Nov. 18
Mar. 24
Jan. 27
Aug. 26
Oct. 7
Oct. 21

Again Jan.

13, ’39
Nov. 4
Feb. 10
Dec. 2

Boarder
Hats

Jan.

that’s

4
2

Series)

Western Welcome
Cowboy band.
Prairie Poppas (18)
Ranch
House Romeo
REELISMS

(New

(18) . . . .Sept. 8
Dec. 16
(17) . . . . Apr. 7
Series)

Air Waves
(10)
Dude
Ranch
(9)
Gold (9)
Newsreel (10)

Mar. 10
Nov. 11
Feb. 10
Dec. 9

Pilot Boat (9)
Feb. 3,
Soldiers of the Sea (9) . . .Apr. 7,
Submarine
Circus (10)
Sept.
Trans-America
(11)
Oct.

'39
’39
16
14

20th Century-Fox
ADVENTURES

OF

A

NEWS

CAMERAMAN
Daily Diet of Danger (10) .Jan. 6, ’39
Filming Big Thrills (10)
Sept. 30
Recording Modern Science
(10)
Aug. 19
THORGERSEN-SPORTS

Athletic Oddities ( . . )
Thoroughbreds
(10)
Timber Toppers (10)
Shooting for Par (10)
Hunting
Dogs
Inside Baseball

BOXOFFICE

(. . )
(. . )

(8)

Nov. 11
Sept. 30
Oct. 28
Jan. 6
Mar. 3, ’39
Apr. 14, ’39

:: April 22, 1939

Dogs

One

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

Armed

Bandit

GOING
PLACES
WITH
GRAHAM
MCNAMEE
( 9)
. . . .Sept. 12
( 9)
Oct. 3
( 9)
Nov. 14
( 9)
(9)
Nov. 28

54
55
56
57
59

No. 60 (10)
No. 61 (9)
No. 63 (9)

Jan.
Feb.

30, ’39
20, ’39
Mar. 13

May 15, ’39
PRODUCTIONS

Bank
Notes (19)
Mar. 15
Gus Van, Minor &
Root. Three
Wiles, Barton Quintet, Ruth Daye.
Beauty Shoppe (19%)..
Sept. 28
Buck and Bubbles, Imogens Coca,
Marty May, Harrison and Fischer.
Cafe Boheme
(17)
Apr. 12
Saul Grauman
&
Co., Rosita Ortega, Pied Pipers, Luba
Malina,
Roy Smeck & His Aloha Islanders.
Music and Models (19)
Dec. 14
Jack Arthur, Carolyn Marsh, Six
Debonairs, Irene Vermillion & Co.
Nautical Knights (19) ... .Jan. 11, ’39
Arthur & Morton Harvel, Moore &
Ravel, Judy
Starr, Stump
and
Stumpy, The Khezzis.
Patio Serenade (17)
Nov. 16
Tito Coral, Laura Suarez, Armida,
Gloria Belmonte and others.
Pharmacy
Follies (..).. .May 17, ’39
Three
Playboys, Frazee
Sisters,
Emerson's
Mountaineers,
& Starr.
Rhythm
Cafe (20)
Oshins &
Lessy, Virginia
Four Eton Boys, Vic Hyde.
Side Show Fakir (17ya)
OSWALD

Gilrone
Sept. 7
Verrill,
Oct.

12

26

House

(21)
Feb. 11, ’39
Sons of the Plains (19) . .July 30, ’38
Mauch
Twins, Rosella Towns.
Swingtime in the Movies
the

Jan.
lot with

Warner

7,
’39
Fritz

(20)

(New

The

Dec.

Tech.
Oct. 1
Nov. 19

(9)

Touch

(10) . . . .Feb.

18

17
31

21, ’39

Mar.
Dec.

Master’s

Series)

25
17

VITAPHONE
There Goes the
Fifi D’Orsay.

GAY-ETIES
Bride

VITAPHONE

(20) . . . Aug.

27

VARIETIES

(20)
Rollin’ in Rhythm
(. . )
Sophomore
Swing (20)
Small Town
Idol (20)
Stardust (22)
Sundae Serenade (20)
The Knight Is Young (20)
Toyland Casino (21)
Two
Shadows
(20)
Zero Girl (22)

Sept. 24
Apr. 15
Jan. 21
Feb. 11
Dec. 10
Feb. 25
Oct. 29
Oct. 8
Oct. 22
Sept. 3

Ski Girl (10)
Jan. 14, ’39
Table Manners
(11)
Oct. 15
The Great Library Misery

COLORTOUR

Robbin’

ADVENTURES

COLOR

(New

Good

Oct.
No.

Illustrated,

(11)

10

Sept. 10

TRUE

ADVENTURES

(By Floyd Gibbons)
A Minute From
Death (11)... Mar. 4
Chained (..)
Apr. 1
Defying Death (12)
Oct. 15
High Peril (12)
Feb. 18
Identified (12)
Sept. 17
The Human
Toils of the
Treacherous

Bomb
(12) .. .Jan. 7, ’39
Law
(12)
Nov. 12
Waters
(12) . . . .Dec. 10

SERIALS

1

2

No. Jan.
3

7, ’39

Dec. 8
Jan. 28

COLUMBIA
Flying
G-Men
15 chaptera
Robert Paige,
Craig,

LOONEY

TUNES

Chicken Jitters (7)
Daffy Doc (7)
It’s an 111 Wind
(7)
Porky in Egypt (7)
Porky in Wackyland
Porky the Gob
(7)

CARTOONS

Smoke

MELODY

11
15
18

Jan.
7, ’39
Aug.
27

(7)

Secret
(15

28, ’39
James

Fiske.

Magician ... May

6, ’39

pirate’s
island.

treasure

on

The Spider’s Web
15 chapters. Out

an

adventurer’s

Oct. 22, ’38-’39
of the Spider

magazine
stalks crimedom’s most
amazing
character
impersonated
by Warren
Hull who
comes
to
grips with
The
Octopus.
Iris
Meredith is the heart Interest.
REPUBLIC

*39
’39
18

(10)
Nov. 12
Ray Kinney and His Hawaiians
(10)
Oct. 1
Russ Morgan & Orchestra
(11)

Feb.
(In

25

Color)

Sept. 5
Sept. 12
Oct. 17
Nov. 7

A Day at the Zoo (7)
Mar. 11
A Feud There Was
(7)
Sept. 24
Bars and Stripes Forever (7). Apr. 8
Count Me Out (7)
Dec. 17
Daffy Duck in Hollywood (,.).Dec. 3

Aug.

Dog

(7) . . . . Jan.

Daredevils

of the

Red

Circle
June 10, '39
Hawk
of the Wilderness
Dee. 3
12 chapters. Herman
Brlx, Jill
Martin.

24

(• )
Apr. 8
His Busy Day
(10)
Aug. 20
Clyde McCoy and Orchestra.
Happy
Felton &
Orch. (..).. Dec. 3
Jerry Livingston & Orchestra
(10)
Feb. 4
Jimmy
Dorsey and His Orchestra
(10)
Oct. 22
Larry Clinton and His Orchestra
(10)
Sept. 3
Merle Kendrick and His Orchestra

Modern

Gray,

of Treasure Island . . . Mar. 17
episodes). Story of burled

MASTERS

Blue Barron & Orch. (10) .Jan. 21,
Clyde Lucas & Orch. (10). .Jan. 7,
Clyde McCoy & Orchestra
(. . )
Mar.
Dave Apollon and His Orchestra
(11)
Dec.
Dave Apollon and Orchestra

MELODIES

Jan.
Lorna

Richard

Mandrake
the
12 chapters.

Apr. 1
Nov. 26
Jan. 28
Nov. 5
(7) . . . .Sept. 24
Nov. 26

Porky’s Movie Mystery (7).. Mar.
Porky’s Naughty Nephew
(7). Oct.
Porky’s Tire Trouble (7)
Feb.
The Lone Stranger and Porky

Gone

Dec.

PARADE

Nature’s Mimic (10)
Points on Pointers (9)

(7)
Wholly

(10)

Series)

M KURIL

15

White

Nov. 12
Dec. 31
Mar. 18
Mar. 4

CARTOONS

Ghost Town
Frolics (7)
Pixie Land
(7)
Rabbit Hunt
(7)
Sailor Mouse
(7)
The Big Cat and the Little
Mousie (7)

the

SPECIALS

(10)
Feb. 25
Mechanix
Illustrated (10) . . . .Nov. 5
Miracles of Sport (10)
Sept. 10
27

Nov.
in

Cleaning Up (..)
Hats and Dogs (20)
Home
Cheap Home
(..)
Projection Room
(. . )
Murder With Reservations

(10)
Mechanix

Mar.

(18)
^Lincoln

A Vaudeville Interlude (..).. Nov. 19
Gadgeteers (10)
Feb. 18
Swing
( 10) . . Aug. 6
Louis Cat’s
Prlma.Jamboree

Oct. 1

(7)

Sept. 17

(20) on
Fun

The Hermit Kingdom
(10) .. .Aug. 27
Long Bright Land
(10)
Sept. 25
A trip to New
Zealand.

Universal

Campus
Cinderella (19)
Declaration of Independence

Pow
Wow
(9)
Immortal
Brush

Dec.

A Fat Chance (..)
Boarder Trouble (20)

THE

Eire

MENTONE

different.

and

25

Feld, Katherine Kane, John Carroll, Charles
Foy
and
Jerry
Colonna.

(20)

China Today
(10)
Mechanix Illustrated

27, ’39

WESTERNS

A

1, ’39

HEADLINERS

Trouble

Feb.

TECHNICOLOR

Sept. 19
Oct. 10
Nov. 21
Dec. 6
Jan. 2
Feb. 6
Mar. 6
Apr. 3
May

(7)

(7)
Oct. 22
Little Pancho Vanilla (7)
Oct. 8
Prest-O Change-O
(7)
Mar. 25
Robinliood Makes Good (7)... Feb. 11
The Mice Will Play (7)
Dec. 31
The Night Watchman
(7)... Nov. 19
You’re An
Education
(7).... Nov. 5

FICTION

Sophomore
Swing
(19) .. Jan.
BROADWAY
BREVITIES

Sept. 28

CARTUNE
Nov.
Dec.

WHITLEY

(7)

THAN

BROADWAY

(7)
©The
Three Bears (6)
Village Blacksmith (6)
Wolf’s Side of the Story
(7)

Eternal

Fisherman’s Paradise (9)
Sept. 19
Fishing off Catcay Bay, Bahamas.
On the Wing
(10)
Dec. 30
The hunting of wild geese.
Snow Falls (9)
Feb. 24
picture

Bell

Vitaphone

17, ’39
17, ’39

(..)
Goose Flies High
(7)
©Housewife
Herman
(7)
©Nutty
Network
(..)
One Gun Gary in the Nick
of Time
(..)
©String Bean Jack (7)
©The Glass Slipper (7)
The New
Comer
(7)..
©The Owl and the Pussycat

SPORTSCOPE

(9)

the

13

UNIVERSAL
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

United Artists

()Deep End
(10)
Oct. 7
Top-ranking women
diving champions photographed in action by
the slow motion camera.

(New

Feb. 27
Oct. 3

and

STRANGER

KINDER-

Sept.
Girl

(7)
The Cat

SCENIC

Bow Strings
Archery.

ED

HIS

Frozen Feet (..)
Feb. 24
©Gandy
Goose in Doomsday
(6)
Dec. 16
Gandy Goose in G-Man
Jitters (..)
Mar. 10
Gandy Goose in the Frame Up

re-

COMEDIES

Dogs (10)
Grass (10)

ski

Boy

Feb.

weekly.

Daze

Hain-Ateur Night (7) . . . .Jan. 28, ’39
Johnny Smith & Poker Huntas

Magic Beans (..)
The Birth of a Toothpick

Good Neighbors (..) . . . . Apr. 28, ’39
Isle of Pleasure (11)
Feb. 3, ’39
Land
of Contentment
(10) .. .Oct. 14

weekly

PARADE
FLASH

PATHE

RAY

Mar. 31, ’39
NEWS

LOWELL
THOMAS
CARPET

Dog-Gone
(16)
Apr. 21, ’39
Hectic Honeymoon
(17)
Nov. 4
Plumb Crazy (16)
Feb. 3
Pat C. Flick as a plumber causes
considerable commotion
on a job.

A

AND

3

NEWS

PATHE
leases)

Bird
Blue

No.

Goldrush

CARTUNES

Baby Kittens (7)
Dec. 19
Crack Pot Cruise (7) . . . .Apr. 10, ’39
Disobedient Mouse
(8)
Nov. 28
Little Blue Blackbird (7)... Dec. 26

TERRY-TOONS

Oshins & Lessy, Jack Arthur,
mida and The Kldoodlers.

PATHE

LEW
LEHR
GARTEN

MUSICALS

Rendezvous

twice

1
Sept. 16
Dec. 23

MOVIETONE

Released

Know

No.

LANTZ

20, ’39
Feb.

America

Forecasts,

(..)
FOX

date and
Father
Divine’s new
"Heaven on the Hudson.”
No. 2 (18)
Sept. 30
U. S. Fire
dilemma.

WALTER

Lone Ranger Rides Again . Feb. 25, ’39
15 Chapters. Robert
Livingston,
Jinx Falken, Chief Thunder Cloud.
UNIVERSAL
Buck
Rogers
Apr. 11, ’39
12 Chapters. Larry Crabbe, Jackie
Moran,
Constance
Moore,
Jack
Mulhall.
Radio

Patrol

Oct. 4

12 episodes (20) — Grant WlthersCatherine Hughes.
The valuable
formula for flexible steel and Its
possession by a number
of people
is the basis for this one.
Red Barry
Oct. 18
13 chapters averaging about 20
minutes
each.
Larry
(Buster)
Crabbe brings the popular comic
strip character to life.
Scouts to the Rescue
Jan. 17, ’39
12 Chapters. Jackie Cooper, Jack
Mulhall, Vondell Darr, Bill Cody

14, *39

93

Pate at top of column is week ending. Number in square is
national release date. 1938-39. Production number is at right.
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RELEASES

NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

19

DECEMBER

26

R — July 20
Terror of Tiny
|~2]
Western
9211
In Early Arizona (58)
Bill Elliott
Dorothy Gulliver
R— April 1

[l5| Action inDrama
9028
Adventure
the Sahara
(57)
Paul Kelly

|~4~| Melodrama
Cipher Bureau (70)
Ames-Woodbury
R— Oct. It

Sunset Melo
Murder
Case
a
dram
[is]
Case)
(For. Sunset Strip

Lenora

312

Sally

n
Musical Drama
Great Waltz (104)
Lutse Rainer
Fernand Gravet
R— Nov. 12

908

[JJ1 Comedy
Drama
Spring Madness (67)
Lew
Ayres
Maureen
R— Nov.

O’Sullivan
26

0
Drama
Gangster’s Boy (80)
Jackie Cooper
Lucy Gilman
R — Nov. 12

Melodrama
n
Illegal Traffic (87)
J. Carrol Nalsh
Mary Carlisle
R— Nov. 5

3809

911

3801

0
Drama
If IHistorical
Were King
(101)3810
Ronald Colman
Frances Dee
R — Oct. 1

Gray

R — Dec.

0

Com.

Blondie

24

DECEMBER

3

Town

M’drama

(63)
9050

(72)

Rio

Grande

10

(57)

Charles Starrett
R — Apr. 8
Ann Doran
Western
0

9i

Penny Singleton
pto)
Comedy
9011
Arthur Lake R — Nov. 5

(66)
345

Rand

Shining Hour ma
(75)
Dra
flgjCrawford
Joan
Margaret Sullavan
Melvyn
R
— Nov. Douglas
19

Gun Packer (49)
Western
pi
(For. Last Outlaw)
Jack Randall
R— Nov. 19

912

3851

Thanks Come
for the
3811
dyMemory
[j8]
(78)
Bob
Hope-Shlrley
Ross
R— Nov.
12

the
With
Out West
Hardys (85) Drama
913
p5| Comedy
Mickey Rooney
Lewis
R — Nov.Stone
26

Gang Bullets (63)
Ann
Melodrama
[23] Nagel
Robt. Kent
R — Dec. 10

Flirting

With

Fate

Joe
E. Brown
[2]
Comedy
R — Dec.
3
Leo Carrillo

Dramatic School
Luise Rainer

Alan
Marshal
0— Dec.
Drama
R
10
Paulette Goddard

Song

J.

R.

26

(78)

of

the

1

Buckaroo

0 (60) Little
Western
38
Tenderfot
R(For.
— Jan. 14
Tex Ritter

Little Orphan Annie
0
Ann Com.
Gillis Drama

R— Nov.

914

3818

mond (58) rama
Arrest
Bulldog
Drum-3812
[25] Melod
Howard

(70)

Kent

(58)
3814

R — Dec.

3

Ride a Crooked Mile (1
0
Action
Drama
38
Akim
Tamlroff
Frances Farmer
R
— Dec.
10
Leif
Erikson

Say

It In French (69)
3813
Comedy
0
Ray Mllland
O. Bradna
R — Nov. 26

|~5~| Western
7108
Rhythm of the Saddle(68)
(For. Song of the West)
Gene Autry-S. Burnette
R — 'Nov. 26

981

Western
n
Lawless Valley (59)

George O’Brien
Kay Sutton
R— Nov. 5

Comedy

0

Drama

Always in Trouble
Jane Withers
Jean Rogers
R — Aug. 20

914

(70)

0
Action Drama
807
Storm Over Bengal (65)
Patric Knowles
Rochelle Hudson
R— Nov. 19

Santa Fe Stampede
Western
0
Three
Mesquiteers
R— Dec. 17

Annabel
Takes
a Tour908
edy
Com
0
(61)
Jack Oakle
Lucille Ball
R — Oct. 22

Law
West of Tombstone
909
Western
[xgj
Harry
(72) Carey
Tim Holt
R — Nov. 19

Peck’s Bad Boy
With 948
[25]
theComedy
Circus Drama
(68)
Tommy
Kelly

Sharpshooters (64)
[is] Action Drama
Brian Donlevy-Dynn
R — Sept. 24

Submarine Patrol (95)
909
Drama
[2&| Action
Greene
Richard
R
— Nov.Kelly
5
Nancy

y
Just
Around
[Hj Comed
(71)

915
Drama
the Corner

Shirley Temple
Bert Lahr
R — Nov. 5

(56)
863

916
Bari

Come On, Rangers (57)
818
Western
[25]
Roy Rogers
R — Dec. 3

Ann Nov.
Gillis
R—
26

Western Western
Jamboree
|~2~|
Gene Autry

(59)
841

Smiley Burnette
R; — Dec. 24

Orphans
of the Street
(64)
Tommy
Ryan
R
—
Dec.
17
8
Bob
Livingston
Drama
[5]

Next Time I Marry (65)
0
Comedy
910
(For. Trailer
Romance)
Lucille Ball
R — Dec.Ellison
10
James

Road

Demon

(70)

Action
Henry
Arthur Drama
f2 ]
R — Aug.
27
Joan
Valerie

918

Up the River (75)
["9]
Comedy
Tony
Martin
R — Nov.
12
Phyllis Brooks

9

Cowboy and the Lady
Drama
] Com.
(91)
[17
Gary Cooper
Merle Oberon
R— Nov. 26

Action Drama
0
Exposed (63)
Glenda Farrell
Otto

Kruger

R — Nov.

Western
0
Prairie
Justice
(67)
Bob Baker-Dorothy

LANWEAORNU
ESR-F.

3032

26

dy
His Exciting
ComeNight
[n]
Chas. Ruggles
Ona Munson
R — Dec. 10

3036
(63)

Little
ToughDrama
Guys
0
Com.
Society (70)
Mary Boland
Mlscha
Auer
R— Nov. 26

3053

[~2~]
Action
Drama
Strange
Faces
(66)
Dorothea Kent

3035

R
— Dec.
10
Andy
Devine

Secrets of a Nurse
fijl Action Drama
Edmund
Lowe
R — Nov. 19
Helen Mack

(6J
3C

Fay

Il2j
Nancy
(65)
Bonita

Drama
WB319
Drew, Detective
Granville

WB318
(62)
Her Man
GetsDrama
Torchy
[19] Com.
Glenda Farrell
Barton
R— Oct. MacLane
15

MIT SCEL

WB310
edy
Com
0
Hard
to
Get
(79)
Dick Powell
Olivia de Havllland
R— Nov. 12

GB8010
Melodrama
0
Lady Vanishes (97)
Margaret Lockwood
Paul Lukas
R— Oct. 16

94

in
3011

The Frog ( . . )
GB8011
[15] Melodrama
Noah Beery-G. Taylor

0
Action
Angels
WithDrama
Dirty FN351
Faces
(97)
James

Cagney

R
— Oct.
29
Pat
O’Brien

Comet Over Broadway
FN370
Drama
0
R—(69)
Dec. 17
Kay Francls-John Litel

©Heart
the North
|7q|
Actionof Drama
FN3;
(74)
R— Dee.
17
Dick
Foran-G.
Dlckso

Feud of the Range (..)
Bob
Steele n Metropolitan
0 Wester

Bronze Buckaroo
(. . ]
Herbert Jeffrey
[jp] Negro Western Sa
Mantan
Moreland
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|
Western
8206
liifornia Frontier (57)
uck Jones R — Dec. 24
Drama
range Case
Meade (66)

of

9022
Dr.

30

DECEMBER

17

8

1
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2
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4 125
10
6
7 158
11
18
13 14
26
19 20 21 22 23 24
25
27
29
28

DECEMBER

F

T

ESI Comedy

JULY.

1939

T

T

S

M

2
9
16
23
30

3
4
5
6
7
8
10 11 12 13 14 16
17 18 19 20 21 22
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F

8
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Hooking
A

DECEMBER

24

Mystery

W

9006

31

[29]
Melodrama
Smashing
the Spy

There’s That Woman
Again (70)
Melvyn Douglas
Virginia Bruce
R— Dec. 17

GUIDE

JANUARY

9015
Ring

(63)
Ralph Bellamy
Fay Wray
R — Jan. 28

TO

dhati

J

CURRENT

JANUARY

7

21

|

14

|~5~| Melodrama
9035
Homicide
Bureau (69)

Thundering

R— Cabot-R.
Feb. 11
B.

Western
|l2)
Chas. Starrett
Iris Meredith
R — Apr. 15

Hayworth

RELEASES
JANUARY

West

(67)
9203

Frontiers of ’49 (54)
R—
11
[19]
Western
9212
B. Mar.
Elliot-L.
DeAlcanlz

i'or. Outside the Law)
Holt
R— Oct. 29
Water Rustlers (64)
Wl-1
Western
16 1
Dorothy Page; R-Mar. 18
[~S~| Action
Drama
Long
Shot (69)

j
Drama
A Christmas Carol
sginald Owen
>rry Kilburn
—Dec. 17

917
(69)

]

3812

Drama

Am
a Criminal
>hn Carroll
ay Linaker
— Dec. 3

Western
]
ontiersmen (74)
llliam Boyd
velyn Venable
— Nov. 26

(73)

3856

[23] Comedy
Drama
916
The Girl Downstairs (77)
(For. The Awakening
of
Katerina)
Franchot Tone
Franciska Gaal
R — Dec. 31

|2l]
Western
Wild Horse Canyon
(For. Last Outlaw)
Jack Randall
R — Jan. 7

[30] Musical Drama
910
©©Sweethearts
(110)
N.
MacDonald
R — Eddy-J.
Dec. 24

3852
(50)

Tough
Kid dram
(61)
a
[28] Melo
F. Darro-J. Allen
R — Jan. 14

3819

dy
Come
[30]
Artists
and
Models
Abroad (90)

3817

Gordon

Jones

Marsha

Hunt

R — Dec.

Stand
Up cal
and Drama
Fight
Histori
[ti]
Wallace Beery
R
— -Jan. Taylor
7
Robert

R — Benny-Joan
Nov. 5
J.

Roy

Rogers-Mary

Disbarred
[~1~| Action (68)
Drama

Drama

920

J.

(65) Carlisle
Mary
Ralph
R
— Jan. Byrd
21

R — Jan.

14

Musical

8021

Western
lost Town
,)b Baker

Riders

3054

[23| Com. with Music 917
Thanks
for Everything
(70)

[30] Action (95)
Drama
©Kentucky
Loretta Young
Richard Greene
R — Dec. 24

Adolphe Menjou
Arleen Whelan
Jack Oakle
R — Dec. 10

|23] Action Drama
3015
Newsboys
Home
(73)
Jackie Cooper
Wendy
Barrie
R — Jan. 28

923

|~6~|
WhileAction
New

914

Drama
922
York Sleeps

(61)
(For. Inside Story)
Michael Whalen
Jean
Rogers
R
— Oct.
22

Duke of West Point
Drama
9]
(105)
[2
Louis Hayward
Joan Fontaine
R — Dec. 24

Ride ’Em Cowgirl
Dorothy Page
R — Jan. 28
Western
[20]

(86)

Ambnsh

[13]
ClaudetteDrama
Colbert
R
— Jan. Marshall
7
Herbert

WI-2

3819

3822

(62)

[20] Melodrama
Gladys
Swarthout
R — Jan. 21
Lloyd Nolan

3820

Mysterious Miss X
(62)
[ip] Mystery-Comedy
809
Mary
Hart
Michael
R
— Jan. Whalen
21

Last
(63)
[~6~| Warning
Melodrama
Preston Foster
Frances Robinson
R — Dec. 10

i

Great Man
Votes (70)
[l3|
Comedy
913
John Barrymore
Peter
Holden
R — Jan. 14

Charlie
Chan Drama
in Hono[13]
Action
928
lulu (65) R— Dec. 24
S. Toler-P. Brooks

w

3027

Son Horror
of Frankenstein
[13]
Drama
Basil Rathbone
Boris Karloff
Bela

Lugosi

Com.

with

Going Places
Dick Powell
Anita Louise
R — Dec. 24

Mus.

Arizona Legion (58)
R — Jan. 14
Western
[20]
Geo. O’Brien

982

Smiling Along (85)
R — Dec. 17
933
cal
G.
Fields-M.
MusiMaguire
[20]

Trip

(94)
3004

R — Jan.

Honor of the West
[13]
Western
B. Booker-M. Bell

21

Gambling

Ship

(60)

|2p] Action Drama
Robert Wilcox
Helen
R—
Dec.Mack
24

3023

(58)
3055

FN359

(84)

Criminal
(89)
They
MadeDrama
Me a WB307
[13]
Com.
John
Garfield
R
— Jan.
7

[~7~] Negro Western Sack
Harlem Rides the Range

April 22, 1939

(62)

919
Burn
’Em UpDrama
O’Connor
[13] Action
(67)
R — Jan. O’Keefe
14
Dennis

Topper Takes a
(78)
Comedy
[12] Bennett
Connie
Roland
R — Jan. Young
7

(64)

[24] Action Drama
WB303
Dawn
Patrol (103)
Errol Flynn
Basil Rathbone
R — Dec. 24

OFFICE

Exile Express (60)
R — Feb. 18
301
Anna
Marshal
Drama
|2o| Sten-Alan

Hart

[22] Action Drama
Trade Winds (94)
Fredric March
Joan Fontaine
R — Dec. 31

ling. Sister, Swing (69)
pn Murray-K. Kane
—Dec. 17

3818

[~6~| Action Drama
808
Fighting Thoroughbreds

Travis

WI-13

Convict’s Code (63)
Ann
Nagel
|lg| Melodrama
R—
Feb. Kent
18
Robert

Pacific
Liner Drama
(76)
[~6] Action
Victor McLaglen
Chester
R
— Dec. Morris
31

Comedy

918
(95)

820
drama (64)
Federal Melo
Man-Hunt
[27]
R. Livingston

852
Shine
Harvest Moon
|g3] onWestern
(57)

(65)

31

Otto Kruger
Gail Patrick
R — Jan. 14

Bennett

Pais

Western
[14]Jarrett
Art
Lee Powell
A1
St.
R — Jan.John
21

Zaza

3816
Drama
[23] Com.
Sawyer, Detective
Tom
(68)
Donald O’Connor
Billy Cook
B — Dec. 24

[22|
Western
864
Red River Range
(66)
Three Mesquiteers

iown on the Farm (61)
>nes Family
d Prouty-S. Deane
—Oct. 16

313

Trigger

(..)
Herbert

Jeffrey

Mantan

Moreland

Off

the Record (68)
WB314
Drama
Com.
[21]
(For.
Unfit
to Print)

Pat
O’Brien
R
— Jan.
28 l
Joan
Blondel

Smoky Trails ( . . )
[l5|
Metropolitan
Bob Western
Steele

AUGUST,
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FEBRUARY

[27] Melodrama
9014
Lone Wolf Spy Hunt
(67)

11
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C.

Starrett-I.

FEBRUARY

18

[27]
Drama
921
Four Girls In White (70)
F. Rlce-A. Marshal
A. Rutherford R — Jan. 28
I27] Comedy
Drama
920
Idiot’s Delight (107)
Norma
Shearer
Clark Gable
R — Feb. 4

3854
(49)

To the Rescue ern
(. . )
West
[Jo]
Renfrew Series

1939
F
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M
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OCTOBER,
S

M
1

T W
2
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4

8

9
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29 30

with
(85)

Music

922

Eleanor Powell-Burns
Allen-Robert Young
R — Feb. 4

&

11 1 Action Drama
3805
Navy Secrets (60)
Fay
Wray-G.
Withers
R — Feb. 18
|~3~|
Drama
Little
Pal

Reissue
(66)

3828

Huckleberry
[ip] Comedy

S
7

12

13

14

FEBRUARY

4

25
Let

Us

Live

(69)

[gg]
Drama
90(
H. Fonda-M.
O’Sullivan
R— Feb.

18

r'

328

Film (91)
Drama
923

M. Feb.
Rooney-W.
R—
18

F
6

81

|~3~|
|~3~| Com.
Honolulu

1939
T
5

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

[22| Son
Action
9029
My
Is aDrama
Criminal
(59)
Alan Baxter
R
—
Mar.
18
Jacqueline Wells

Meredith

|Jq] Action
Drama (59)
9038
North
of Shanghai
B.
Furness-J.
Craig
R — Mar.
11

[20]
Western
327
Crashing Through
(. . )
(Renfrew Series)
James Newlll

SEPTEMBER,
8

MARCH

|~9~| Stampede
Western(57) 9204
Texas

(For. Lone Wolf’s
Daughter)
Warren
William
Ida Luplno
R — Jan. 28

Western
I25]
Drifting Westward
Jack Randall
R— Mar. 26

RELEASES

S

Connolly

Fast andCom
Loose
( 79 > 924
edy
|J7|
Robert
Montgomery
Rosalind
R — Feb. 18Russell

|~8~| Western
3862
Sundown
on the Prairie

Let Freedom King (86)
[24]
DramaEddy
With Music 926
Nelson
R
— Feb.
Virginia

25
Bruce

Star Reporter (62)
I22] Action Drama
3822
R—
25
W. Feb.
Hull-Marsha
Hunt

(53)Ritter
Tex
R — April 1

Comedy

9i

*ys Pygmalion
(87)
Leslie Howard

1

Wendy
Hiller
R — Dec. 10

n
f

|~J]
Western
Tex
Ritter
R<
— Apr.
1
Rolling Westward

38t
(57) *

bi

(For. The Healer)
M. Rooney-R. Bellamy
|27|
Musical
Paris Honeymoon
B. Crosby-F. Gaal
R — Dec. 24

3821
(85)

J~3~| Mus. Romance
3822
St. Louis Blues (87)
Lloyd Nolan
Dorothy Lamour
R — Jan. 28

Hiding (69)
Persons in
3823
[Jo] Action Drama
Overman
Lynne
J. Carrol Naish
R — Jan. 28

Boy Trouble (74)
3824
Comedy
[J7]
(For. Two
Weeks
With
R—Pay)
Feb. 4
C. Ruggles

Woman
Doctor
(65) 808
ma
Dra
[Jq]
F. Inescort
R — Feb. 4

Forged Melod
Passport
(64) 823
rama
[J5|
PaulFeb.
Kelly-June
Lang
R—
11

. . . one third of a nation
I24]
Drama
3825
(75)
R— Sldney-L.
Feb. 11
S.
Erikson

Cafe Society (83)
11
n
Drama
Madeleine
Carroll382 IIa
Fred MacMurray
R— Feb. 11

•»
i-

I

[26] Action Drama
822
Pride of the Navy (63)
James
Dunn
Rochelle Hudson
R — Jan. 28

r
Hi

Home
on Wes
the ter
Prairie
842
n (58)
[Jo]
G.— Autry-S.
Burnette
R
Feb. 18

|~3~| Comedy
Drama
Fisherman’s Wharf
Bobby Breen
Leo Carrillo
R— Feb. 4

844
(71)

Boy Slaves (71)ama
Melodr
[Jo]
(For. Pure in Mind)
Anne Shirley

911

Roger
R
— Jan. Daniel
21

|27| Outdoor Drama
921
©Jesse James
(106)
T. Power-N. Kelly
H. Fonda
R — Jan. 21

Sunset Trail (68)
|24]
Western
3857
W.
Boyd
R — Oct. 29

|~3~|
Comedy
929
Arizona Wildcat (69)
Jane Withers
Leo Carrillo R — Nov. 12

[20]
Melodrama
926
Mr. Moto’s Last Warning (71) R— July 30
P. Lorre-R. Cortez

Tail Spin n(83)Drama
925
[Jo] Actio
Alice Faye-C. BennettNancy Kelly
R— Feb. 4

Made for dy
Each
Other
a
Dram
[Jo] Come
(85)
Carole
Lombard

[J7] Action Drama
912
^|Gunga
Din (117)jr.
Doug Fairbanks
R — Feb.
4
Joan
Fontaine-C.
Grant

Beanty for the Asking
915
(64)
Comedy
[24]
L.
R — Ball-D.
Jan. 28 Wood

Lost Patrol (73)
[J7] Drama
Victor McLag'en

Reissue

Star of Midnight (90)
|Jy|
Drama
Reissue
G. Rogers-Wm.
Powell

TheRom.
Three
|J7|
Com.Musketeers
Drama 927
(72)

Pardon Our Nerve (68)
I24]
Action
931
R— Nov.
19 Drama
Lynn Barl-G. Williams

Ritz Bros.-Don
Binnie
R
— Feb. Barnes
11

Ameche-

12 Crowded Hours (64)
n
Action Drama
91
Dix
RRichard
— Feb. 18
Ducille Ball

Friend (75)
Wife, Husband and
Comedy
n
Loretta Young
R — Feb. 18
Warner
Baxter

Stagecoach

King of the Turf (87)
n Drama
IJ7] Actio
Adolphe
Menjou
R
— Feb. Costello
18
Dolores

93

(92)

Claire
Trevor
n
Outdoor
Drama
R—
11
JohnFeb.
Wayne

MIT SCELLWA
ANR-F
NEE.ORUS

Jimmy
R
— Feb. Stewart
11

|28| Melodrama
WB317
ICing of the Underworld
(69)
Kay Francis
Humphrey
Bogart
R — Jan. 14

96 1

3033
Skiesa (61)
the Dram
ofon
Pirat
Acti
£3] es
Rochelle Hudson
Kent Taylor

PhantomWestern
Stage (57) 3056
[Jq]
Bob Baker

You
Can’t
Cheat
IJ7]
Comedy
Honest
Man
(76) an 3005

Marjorie

W. C. Fields
RBergen
— Feb. and
25
McCarthy

[~4~| Action Drama
FN371
Torchy in Chinatown

[JJ|
Action
Drama
WB309
Wings
of the
Navy
(89)
Geo. Brent
Olivia de Havilland
R — Jan. 21

(58)
Glenda
Barton

Farrell
MacLane

Reynolds

Nancy
Drew,
Reporter
[Jg| Com.
Drama
FN372
(67)
R
28
B.— Jan.
Granville-J.
Litel

Society Smugglers (70)
[24] Key
Drama
3024
(For.
Woman)
Preston Foster
Irene Hervey
R — Mar. 11

Risky
Business (78)
Geo. Murphy
n
Melodrama
302
R—
Mar. 11Kent
Dorothea

ter (85)
Yes, My Darling
[25] Comedy
Priscilla Lane
Jeffrey
R — Feb. Lynn
11

[~4~| Action Drama
WB32
Air (61)
Secret
Service of the

DaughFN357

Ronald Reagan
R — Feb.
John
Litel11
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li die Meets the
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M

7
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Western
Lone Star Pioneers
Bill Elliot
Dorothy Gulliver
R — Apr. 15
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25

Dramas
[24] Action
ring Enemie
Whispe
J. Holt-D. Costello
R— Jan. 7

GUIDE

9023
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G.hatt
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CURRENT

APRIL

15
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1

P| Action Drama
9205
North of Yukon
(64)
Chas. Starrett
Linda Winters

’

Lady and
the Mob 9013
(65)
|T|
Comedy
Fay
Bainter-Ida LupinoLee
Bowman
R — Mar.
11

First

Broadway
Serenade
Drama8 with
Music (113)
931
R[7]
— Apr.
J. MacDonald-L.
Ayres

Kid From
Texas (70)
[14]Apr.
Rom.
Comedy
929
R
8
D.— O’Keefe-F.
Rice

Undercover
Agent
m
Melodrama
Russell Gleason
Shirley Deane

Streets of New York (73)
3802
Jackie
Drama
[l2| Cooper
R
— Apr. 15
Marjorie
Reynolds

Offenders

(61)

9030

a
[l2|
Walter Dram
Abel
R— Mar. 11
Beverly Roberts

a
Dram
or the
[30] Outdo
Romance
of
Redwoods .( . )

C.

Bickford-J.

Parker

925
Follies of 1939
l Crawford
smy Stewart
il Ayres
iMar. 11

Action

(82)

Drama

[l7| Melodrama
928
Within the Law
(65)
Ruth Hussey-Paul Kelly
R — Mar. 18

Drama
[24| Action
Sergeant
Madden
(80) 927
Wallace Beery
Alan Curtla
R — Mar. 25

Society Lawyer
(78)
930
Drama
[3y]
V.— Apr.
Bruce-Walter
Pidgeon
R
1

3809

stery Plane (60)
rm. Sky Pirate)
l Trent
R — Mar. 4
Melodrama
3806

Trigger Wes
Smith
(59)
n
ter
g
Jack Randall

3854

(53824
6)

tery of Mr. Wong
37) R — Mar. 18
is Karloff-D. Tree
Comedy

i

3863

chcomber, The
tries Laughton
la Lanchester
Dec. 3

(89)

[l7| Melodrama
King: of Chinatown
Akim
Tamiroff
Anna May Wong
R — Mar. 11

3827
(57)

[24] Comedy(93)Drama
Midnight

3828

Claudette Colbert
Don Ameche
Rj — Mar. 11

Sudden Money
(62)
3829
Comedy
[31]
R
Mar. 25
C.— Ruggles-M.
Rambeau

Never
I’m From
Missouri (77)
n
Comedy
3830
R
— Mar.
25
Bob
Burns-Gladys
George

Silver on the Sage (68)
Wm.
Boyd18 (Hopalong)
3858
R—
Western
]
||jFeb.
843
Melodrama
t'as a Convict
ton MacLane

884

(62)

'erly Roberts
Feb. 26

[13]
Western
853
Rough
Riders Roundup
(58)
R. Rogers-M. Hart
R — Mar. 25

|2o]
Comedy
My Wife’s Relatives
Higedns Family
R — Mar. 11

810
(65)

Say

"* f-t'-.-vv. .
Die

(80)

[l4|
3832
R
— Comedy
Mar.
11 - Music Raye
Bob
Hope-Martha

Secret
Police
(55) 3831
rama
Melod
[l4|
Bulldog Drummond’s
J. Howard
R — Apr. 8

Night Riders (58)
R
— Apr.Mesquiteers
8
Three
Western
[12]

Mexicali Rose (58)
Gene Autry
Western
[27]
Smiley
R
— Apr. Burnette
1

865

—
Melodrama

918

Dove

n
983
Trouble
Sundow
(57)
ern
West
[24] in
Geo.
O’Brien
R — Mar.
11

» Saint Strikes Back
64)
1. Sanders- W. Barrie
-Feb. 18

Action

Drama

934

iide Story (61)
Bhael Whalen
m
Rogers
-Oct. 22

Almost a Gentleman
Drama
[31]
J.
Wood
R— Ellison-H.
Mar. 11

(65)
920

Drama

3014

Outd’r Drama
WB308
lahoma Kid (80)
mes Cagney
semary Lane
imphrey Bogart
-Mar. 18

(OFFICE

(67)
They Made Her a Spy
[l4j Action Drama
920
R — Mar. 25
Sally Eilers-Allan Lane

|~7~| Biog. Drama
919
Flying Irishman (73)
Corrigan
RDouglas
— Mar. 11

|l7] Com. with Music 932
©Little Princess (93)
Shirley Temple
Richard Greene
R — Feb. 25

937
|24] Comedy
Drama
935
Everybody’s Baby (62)
Jones Family
R — Dec. 3

a - 936
dram
(80)the
villes Melo
Basker
of
Hound
[31]

|~7~| Melodrama
Mr.
Moto (64)
on Danger
Island

R. Greene-W.
B.— Apr.
Rathbone
R
1

Peter Lorre
Jean Hersholt
Amanda
R — Mar. Duff
18

Barrie

Drama Bars
[15] Without
Prison
(79)
Edna
Best
Corinne Luchalre
R — Feb. 25

rit of Culver (90)
ckie Cooper
iddie Bartholomew
-Mar. 4

Affair (87)
916
Drama
dy
pf] Come
Irene
Dunne-Chas.
Boyer
R— Mar.
18

B. Cabot-H.
R — Apr. 1

Mack

[l8| Action Drama
WB321
Adventures of Jane
Arden (58)
R.

Towne

:: April 22, 1939

R — Feb.

18

[24] Com. with Music
Three Smart Girls
Grow Up (87)
Deanna
Durbin
Nan Grey
R — Mar. 25

3001

[35] Action Drama
FN361
Blackwell’s Island (71)
Lane
RJ.— Garfield-R.
Mar. 4

Family

Next

Door

(63)

Hugh ] Herbert
Comedy
{31Hodges
Joy
R — Apr. 15

On Trial
(62)
[T|
Melodrama
WB323
John Litel
RMargaret
— Mar. 25Lindsay

[~7~]
Comedy
East
Side

938

Don
Ameche-Loretta
RYoung-Henry
— Apr. 8
Fonda

Wuthering Heights
Merle Oberon
R— Apr. 1 Drama
Laurence
Olivier
p7]

[17] Melodrama
3037
Mystery of the White
Room
(58)

Story
of Alexander
Graham
Bell (97)
Drama
[14]

(103)

WithHeaven
Music
of

Code y of they Streets
Care
Harr

(. . )

R
Apr.
15
B.—(88)
Crosby-J.

Blondell

a
as
kie
on Dram
Fran
ActiThom
[14]ita
Quigley
Juan

City
©Dodg
Errol eFlynn

(104)

Women
in the Wind(65)
WB316
Melodrama
[X5]
Kay Francis

WB304
[jj] Outd’r Drama
ROlivia
— Apr.de8 Havilland

Wm.

Gargan

R-Feb.

4
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Missing
Only
Angels
Wings
( . . ) Have
[15] Action Drama
C. Grant-J. Arthur

M.

Rooney-L.

Stone

|l9l Melodrama
3829
Wanted
by Scotland
Yard (62)

[~5~|
Lucky

Comedy
Night (..)

Myrna

Loy-Robert

933
Taylor

Boys
Reformatory
[~T] Action
Drama
Frankie Darro

(. . )

Tell No Tales ( . . )
[l2|
Action
Drama
Melvyn
Douglas
Louise Platt

Drama
3833
Door to Heaven

Wallace Ford-Aline McMahon-Patricia
Ellis
R — Apr. 15

[28] Comedy
Drama
The Lady’s
tucky (77) From

3834
Ken-

Ellen Drew-George
R — Apr. 1 5

Raft

[~5~|
FnionOutdoor
Pacific Drama
(..)
Barbara Stanwyck
Joel McCrea

[25]
Drama Men
Street Action
of Missing:
(• •)
Chas. Bickford-H. Carey

[13 Action Drama
922
Fixer Dugan
(. . )
Lee Tracy-Peggy Shannon

|28]
Melodrama
Bookie
Cop ( . . )
Tim
Holt

Jack Randall ern
West
[26]

Some

Like

It

Hot

(..)

Ross

Hotel

Imperial

I. Miranda-R.

[19]

(80)
Milland

Unmarried
B.

|2l|
Zenobia

945
(76)

923

|28| Outdoor Drama
Return of the Cisco
(. .)
Warner
Baxter
Lynn

Bari-Henry

|2i]
Musical
Climbing High (71)
Jessie Matthews

940
Kid

Hull

Stolen
(ma
. . )
Dra
[26] Life

[26]

MIT SCELLWA
ANRN-F
EER
O
. US
98

Redgrave

Drama

|~5~j Comedy
Drama
Sorority
House
(. . )

Panama

Anne

L.
Lane a
Melodram
]
[12Ball-A.

Shirley-J.

Ellison

Lady

(. . )

Racketeers of
Range
(. . )

the

(ocl
Melodrama
The Dove ( . . )
S.

Western
[19]O’Brien
Geo.

Duna-L.

Carrillo

[~5~] Action
Drama
Chasing
Danger
(60) 941
Preston Foster
Lynn
Bari7
R
— Jan.

Rose of Washington
Square Musi
( . . ) cal
|l2|
Alice Faye

The

942

Tyrone Power
A1 Jolson

Boy Friend ( . . )
J. Withers-A. Whelan

[19]

Comedy

Gorilla

(. . )

Ritz Bros.
|26| Com. Melodrama

|~5~| Action
Captain
FuryDrama
(..)
Burke

Victor McLaglen-June
Lang-Brian Aherne

[~5~] Love
Comedy
For
or
June Lang
Robt.

|22|
Drama
FN354
Dark Victory (106)
Bette Davis
Brent;

Bergner-M.

Man
of Conquest (97)
[l5| Outdoor Spectacle
Richard Dix-Gail PatR—rick-Edward
Apr. 15
Ellis

Three Texas
Steers
. . )
ern ( 866
West
[5]
The Three Mesquiteers

8012

[2i| Action Drama
Big Town Czar ( . . )
Barton MacBane
Eve Arden
Ed Sullivan

George

Twelvetreeil

Drama

Rogers

Comedy
(71)

Oliver Hardy-Billie
Harry Langdon
R — Mar. 18

(. . )

Jones-H.

[28] Montana
Western
844
Blue
Skies (..)
Gene Autry-June Storey

F. Astaire-G.
R — Mar. 18

[21]
Melodrama
Inspector Hornleigh
Gordon Harker
Miki Hood

Meredith

Western

Carroll-Movita

Bob Hope-Shirley
Musical
Gene
[l2| Krupa

838
cal
|28| ofMusi
Story
Vernon
t.ncl
Irene Castle (92)

(21] Comedy
Drama
939
Winner Take All (61)
Tony Martin-Gloria Stuart
R — Feb. 25

(..)

Riders
of (the
Grande
. . ) Rio

Ritter

E.

fl9]
Western
854
Frontier Pony Express
(57)
Roy Rogers
Mary Hart
R — Apr. 15

Cowboy

It's a Wonderful World
(. •)
C. Colbert-J.
Stewart
Comedy
[19]

Wolf
(..) Drama
|~8~| Call
Action
John

[21]
Hack
(85)

(..)

[~8~|From
Western
Man
Wyoming 3864
(. . )
Tex

James Stephenson
Betty Lynne

Daughters

Starrett-I.

[25]

(28|
Drama
932
Calling Dr. Kildare (..)
Lew Ayres-Lynn Carver
Lionel Barrymore

27

Richard Arlen-Marian
Marsh-Rochelle Hudsoi
30
|22| Action Drama

C.

High

6

20

10

Arizona

(21]
Comedy
The Hardys Ride
(81)

S

T
4

28

(. . )

Chester Morris
Action Drama
|n) Dvorak
Ann

1

18

16

14

18
25

1940
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1940

R-Mar.
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[29]
Com-idy
FN373
Sweepstakes Winner (..)
M. Wilson-J. Davis

Drama
Money

They Asked for It ( . . )
B. Lundigan-J.
Hodges
[19] Action Drama

(. . )

Kent

|~S~| Action Drama
Confessions of a Nazi
Spy G.
( . . Robinson
)
Edw.
Lya Lys

Torchy Runs for Mayor
[13] Action Drama
Glenda
Farrell
(. •)
Barton MacLane
R — April 1

You Can’t Get Away
With Murder (78)
Actio
[20]
R
— Jan.
28n Drama
H.
Bogart-Gale
Page

Service
( . . )Secret
Code
of the
R. Reagan-R. Towne
ma
[27] Action Dra

BOXOFFICE

April 22, 19

SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT,

Classified Ads

THEATRES,

10c Per Word,

Payable

I WHILE THEY LAST— Jensen V-10 auGENERAL

DUO “SOUND MASTER” sound heads
with the gyro-stabilizer. Amplifiers with
copper oxide rectified DC exciter supply.
Speakers. Two-way horn systems. If not
at your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
BUY
cash

in Advance.

EQUIPMENT

ditorium speakers, $35.00. Jensen V-18
auditorium speakers, $45.00. Cash with
order. The BALLANTYNE
CO., 222 No.
16th St., Omaha, Neb.

NOW — We

will quote

you

USED

are good until May 1. DEALERS WANTED. Rainbow Mist Spray Nozzles, lots of
100 or more — 32c. Years of experience has
taught us how to serve you. Several slightly used blowers for sale — BARGAIN. Peterson “Freezem” Manufacturing & Sales
Co., 316 Southwest Blvd., Kansas City, Mo.
USE YOUR CREDIT — Buy on easy time
payments at S.O.S.! Get theatre air conditioning equipment at regular catalog
prices. Write S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp.,
New York.

COIN
BRANDT

EQUIPMENT

Air Conditioning— MAGIC

WEATHER—

100%

performance. 1,000% customer satisfaction; silent operation; low first cost;
low operating cost. Write for testimonial
folder and prices. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
DUO “SOUND MASTER”— The Golden
Voice of the Silver Screen. New low cost
economy and junior models. If not at
your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
“LIGHT MASTER”
super low intensity projection lamps. More light at no
increase in operating cost. If not at your
dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St„ Omaha, Neb.

ATT.
New
Door

MAKES

CLOSERS
Door

Closers

repaired.

Closers for every door. Prompt service. Quotations on request. Columbus
Closer Co., 209 East Long
bus, Ohio.

THEATRE

St., Colum-

TICKETS

BOXOFFICE

:: April 22, 1939

—

FLASH!!!

116 Merrimac

St., Bos-

CHAIRS

Work and mateto suit. Also for

sale, all types of reconditioned used theatre chairs. Ben B. Poblocki & Sons Co.,
2159 Kinnickinnic Avenue, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.
4,000 used American, Heywood and Irwin chairs with upholstered spring-cushion seats; excellent condition; priced very
reasonable. Cinema Seating Co., 4431 N.
Kimball, Chicago, 111.
306 BOX SPRING VENEER back seats,
excellent condition, $3.50 each. Blue Moon
Theatre, Lindsay, Oklahoma.

AIR CONDITIONING

BUY

COOLING EQUIPMENT
NOW BEFORE IT GETS HOT! S.O.S. Direct Shot
Blowers with variable speed drives, from
$39.50. Free bulletin lists models for
every size theatre. Write S.O.S. Cinema
York.

THEATRES
BUY,

LEASE,

OR

small

town

theatre —
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois.
B-1107, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St„ Kansas City, Mo.
•

THEATRES
FOR

SALE — Modern

FOR

SALE

three hundred

seat

theatre in fifteen hundred population Missouri town. Runs six days a week and
paying, but owner must sell for family
reasons. In best, modern building in town,
with

theatre front. Fine location and opportunity for person who understands picture business. Terms if desired and secured. Full particulars if interested.
B-llll, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
THEATRE,

Peabody,

Kansas — 1,500 population. One of the
nicest theatres in the state. 700 comfortable upholstered seats. RCA sound.
Rent, $150 equipped. Sell my five year
lease and my equipment, $1,250. Wealthy
community of fine Americans. A bargain
for someone. W. P. Huston, Crawford
Theatre, Wichita, Kansas.
FAST MONEY-MAKING
theatre, small
fast growing town, central Texas; 368
seats, good equipment. Big payroll town.
No competition. B-1113, Boxoffice, 4704
E. 9th St., Kansas City. Mo.

POSITIONS

WANTED

PROJECTIONIST — 9 years’ experience;
reliable; sober; married. References.
B-1114, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo.
MANAGER — 6 years’ experience; young;
married; go anywhere; available now.
B-1110, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas

BOOKS
FREE — The 1938-39 Picture Guide combined with the Date and Record Book is
yours with a year’s subscription to Boxoffice — only $2,000 a year (52 issues). Provides for all bookkeeping, dating, advertising and exploiting pictures. Write Subscription Department, Boxoffice, 4704 E.
9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

BINGO

WANTED
RENT

Beautiful,

City, Mo.

ATTRACTIVE
PRICES
on new and
slightly used air conditioning units, air
filters, washers, blowers, compressors
(refrigeration), cooling coils, heating coils,
motors, pumps, stokers. Cash or deferred
payments on approved credit. Write us
your requirements. Conditioned Air Co.,
926 N. Cass St.. Milwaukee. Wis.

Corp., New

STRIPS

Durable,

Extraordinary — that describes 20th Century RAINBOW COLORED
metal theatre

SUNFLOWER

OPERA CHAIRS — Rebuilt like new. We
also build new cushions and backs to fit
present standards.
rials guaranteed. Terms

DATE

Modern,

*

Late

RECOVERING

THEATRE

Supply
UNEXCELLED
QUALITY— 50 rolls stock
tickets, $12.50; 20 rolls, $5.80; 100.000 special printed rolls or machine tickets.
$14.90. Shipping charges paid to 1,000
miles. Cash with order. Kansas City Ticket
Co., Dept. B, 1717 Wyandotte St., Kansas
City, Mo.

CHANGERS

RESEAT
FOR
LESS ... at S.O.S. !
Thousands of used opera chairs, 75c up.
Choice of American Seating, Irwin, Ideal,
etc. Many
reconstructed, refinished.
S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

DUO

DOOR

CHANGERS

ARTIFICIAL LEATHER
MOLESKIN—
81c per yd.; Sateen, 60c yd. Six seats
from two yards. Samples on request.
Commercialeather,
ton.

on Request

date strips. Size 4"xl4". Price 15c each.
You MUST see these. Send 15c for sample. DEALERS WANTED.
20th Century
Plating, Erie, Pa.

at $85.00; also have a few guaranteed rebuilt changers at $45.00. AMUSEMENT SUPPLY CO., INC., 341 West 44th
Street, New York City.

SEAT

Rates

THEATRE

EQUIPMENT

COIN

-fiouie

$1.00. Display

model

your

NEW

Minimum

FOR
SALE — Complete motion picture
booth equipment for cash. B-1112, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

special

prices, 15% above MANUFACTURING cost — all silent multiple rotor blowers; all sizes of washed air units. If interested, get in touch with us. These prices

&Leatina

SERVICES

Write

CARDS

$2.00 Per Thousand

today for sample card and
complete information.
BOX 1100. ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS
4704 East Ninth St., Kansas City, Mo.

Address copy to BOXOFFICE,
Forms close Monday
noon

4704 E. Ninth St„ Kansas City,
preceding: publication date.

Mo.

STARS INCLUDE:

RAYMOND

SPENCER

MASSEY

Star of the current Broadway success, "Abe Lincoln
in Illinois." Courtesy Max

duce

the picture

Courtesy

DEANNA

TRACY
of MGM.

Courtesy

DURBIN

LOWELL

of Universal.

THOMAS

Courtesy Movietone

ROBERT E. SHERWOOD

News

THIS SHORT SUBJECT RUNS 10 MINUTES. SUPPLIED GRATIS TO
ALL

EXH|B|T0R$

TAK|NG

COLLECTIONS

FROM

THE

Author of "Abe Lincoln
in Illinois." Courtesy of
The Playwrights Co., producers of the play.

AUDIENCE

Proceeds for the future support of the Will Rogers Memorial Hospital, Saranac Lake, N. Y., and for its kindred philanthropies,
maintained for the needy of stage and screen. And for the aid of local institutions specializing in the care of handicapped children

WILL

ROGERS
WEEK

■■

BEGINNING

NATIONAL

THURSDAY,

APRIL 20th

• MAJOR

THEATRE
L. E. THOMPSON,

WEEK

Chairman

Order prints from the following Zone Chairmen of WILL ROGERS NATIONAL
THEATRE WEEK . . . or from any branch manager or film salesman:
District
ALBANY
ATLANTA
BOSTON
BUFFALO
CHARLOTTE
CHICAGO .
CINCINNATI
CLEVELAND
DALLAS
DENVER

.

Zone Chairman and Company
Philip Fox, Columbia
John Ezell, Universal
Morris Wolf, Metro
Sydney Samson, 20th Century-Fox
Robert J. Ingram, Columbia
Jack Osserman, RKO
Edwin Booth, Metro
Frank D. Drew, Metro
Doak Roberts, Warner Bros.
H. A. Friedel. Metro

District
.
Zone Chairman and Company
DES MOINES
R. M. Copeland, Paramount
DETROIT
Frank Downey, Metro
INDIANAPOLIS . . .George T. Landis, 20th Century-Fox
KANSAS CITY
William Warner, Warner Bros.
LOS ANGELES
Clayton T, Lynch, Metro
MEMPHIS
James Rogers, Columbia
MILWAUKEE
Arthur N. Schmitz, RKO
MINNEAPOLIS
Harold Johnson, Universal
NEW HAVEN
Lou Wechsler, United Artists
NEW ORLEANS
E. B. Price, Paramount
NEW YORK CITY. . Harry H. Buxbaflm, 20th Century-Fox

District
OKLAHOMA CITY
OMAHA
PHILADELPHIA

Zone Chairman and Com
Ralph B. Williams.
Al Mendenhall, Paramoi
F. L. McNamee, Rl

PITTSBURGH
"Harry Seed, Warner Br
PORTLAND
Louis Amacher, Me
ST. LOUIS
John E. Garrison, Univer
SALT LAKE CITY . . . Charles Walker. 20th Century-F
SAN FRANCISCO . . Dennis J. McNerney, United Arti
SEATTLE
Lawrence J. McGinley, Univer
SIOUX FALLS
Sherman Fitch, RF
WASHINGTON
....
Sam Wheeler, 20th Century-F;

■Ml

I BHH B

■: '■

..... .

■■I

HARDY
LAUGHS
at the

CcuutoC
BROADWAY

I

1■
m

and | MAJOR BDWARD

BOWE^

DOORS

HELD

OPEN
9:4 S A.M.

OVER

2nd
WEEK

''Crowded

''Highly

"A

house

entertaining.

sheer

delight

''Thoroughly

''Up

"Audience
ride high

has
and

could

with

from

. . . human, down-to-earth!”
— Rose Pelswick, Journal- American
standard. Hearty comedy.”
— Kate Cameron, News

of

fun

watching

handsome!”
be a slicker

treat

Don’t

"The HARDYS
(They become

- Golduyn

the

Hardys

— Eileen Creelman,
... a swell

by all.”

Metro

Mirror

beginning to end!”
— fVm. Boehnel, fVorld-Telegram

M-G-M

plenty

hilarity!”
— Bland Johaneson,

Recommended
without reservations.” — Howard Barnes, Herald-Tribune

enjoyable

to the high

"What

rocked

Irene

time

Sun

is had

T hirer,

Post

Miss

RIDE HIGH"

millionaire* overnight I )

- Mayer’s

LEWIS STONE • MICKEY
PARKER • FAY HOLDEN

Springtime

Tonic

with

ROONEY • CECILIA
• Directed by George Seitz

Note to Ad-men!
Use this cartoon in your

Screen play by Agnes Christine Johnston. Kay Van Riper. William Ludwig

(Above from extra-space ad campaign)

campaign. You can reproduce direct from the above.

HOLD-OVER
BUSINESS!
2nd Week at Big Capitol, N.Y., is your
tip-off to hold extra time open!
(And the next in M-G-M’s Springtime Fanfare of Hits is Myrna Loy , RobertTaylor in “Lucky Night.”
And more lucky nights and days thereafter!)

PUBLISHED

EVERY

ASSOCIATED
Vol.

SATURDAY

BY

PUBLICATIONS

34

Number

BEN

23

April 29, 1939

MAURICE

Member
Audit Bureau of Circulations

Editorial Offices-. 9 rockefeller

york

city;

Publication

Office:

William

plaza, new

4704

G.

Pormby,

Editor;

Jesse

Shlyen,

Managing Editor; J. Harry Toler, Modern
Theatre Editor; Louis Rydell, Advertising
Manager; Ivan Spear, Western Manager.

e. 9th

DIFFERENT

UNDER

IN HIS rebuttal of the arguments mustered by the

majors against the Neely bill, Abram F. Myers, for
Allied, ranged from an outline of his law career to the
trade practice code, the government suit and way stops
in between. It made thirty pages on the mimeograph.
All in single space, too.
On page 9, Myers cited brief excerpts from letters written by Colonel H. A. Cole and Sidney Samuelson after
they had left the witness stand. "It was following their
testimony that a member of the committee expressed
doubt as to what good, if any, would be accomplished
by the bill," Myers

KANN

Editor-in-Chief

ST., KANSAS CITY, MO.,' Hollywood'. 6404 HOLLYWOOD blvd.; Chicago: 332 s. Michigan blvd.

ITS

SHLYEN

Publisher

explained.

In part, from Cole's letter:

INSPECTION

retains some power of selectivity and many of his category evidence it in booking of films dealing with nudists,
white slavery, venereal diseases and drugs.
Cole was

not alone.

Samuelson

tried the same

argu-

ment with: "Inasmuch as the vast majority of American
motion picture patrons prefer clean, wholesome entertainment itwon't take very long under the operations of
the Neely bill for the offensive picture to disappear altogether because there will not be a forced sale market
for such type of productions."
This is the baldest of untruths. Any honest opinion
in the business immediately will recognize it as such.
Whether members of the senate subcommittee who were
subjected to such an argument were taken in by it is
unfortunately undetermined.
Samuelson also made much of the chains which will

"I wish to state that any exhibitor who goes contrary
to the will of the best people in his community might just
as well close his doors and quit business. Undesirable
pictures would certainly not be run in the theatre where
the community at all expressed its feelings in reference
to them, if the exhibitor himself has the power to make
the selection; and I have never found communities that

drop with a loud clank from the theatreman, once he
can purchase only those films which he is certain his

were

the question of how the exhibitor will find out will continue a large one calling for specific answer.

backward

in so expressing

themselves."

Let's indulge in a bit of analysis. The surface kind
will prove sufficient. On his opening statement, agreement and at once, too. Now Allied has been hammering
away at exhibitor inability to select the film which best
fits his community requirement. By community requirement pictures with exactly the proper moral content are
obviously
moral

meant. This being so, Cole's reference to "undesirable pictures" must allude to those in which the
elements are not all they ought to be.

There are, of course, plenty of undesirables around
from an entertainment point of view, but it comes as
news to this department there were any from the other.
It is pretty generally acknowledged that the production
code has done a first-rate job of censorship at the source.
There are those who maintain, either through experience
or guesswork or perhaps just impression that the code
has even set up hurdles beyond the moral, so vigilant
has it been in its operations, and that many films are
lacking vitality as a consequence. A transgression has
been committed from time to time, it is true, but to make
the blanket charge Hollywood today is making product
undesirable from a moral viewpoint is going a step
much too far and attacking a phase of self-regulation
which has earned immunity on its record.
Furthermore, to argue this type of picture, if there are
any at all, would be kept out of theatres by cloaking
the exhibitor with the power of selection becomes wishful thinking or, more likely, a statement designed to impress a group of senators who know nothing of the
workings of the industry. The fact is the exhibitor still

community wants to see. Unless community
comes more voluble than it is now in many

voice beinstances,

"In the event he makes a mistake in his selection, it
will be necessary for the exhibitor to assume such a loss.
But under no circumstances would he be compelled to
force upon his community pictures that they absolutely
do not want to see," Samuelson also declared.
Here is a statement endeavoring to convey the impression the theatre operator has no out, once he buys
the product; that he must show everything he purchases
regardless of suitability or otherwise. It ignores the untold number of instances where a film is paid for and
shelved and it seeks to create the false impression the
distributor insists all contracted product must be given
screen time. Trade custom, as widely constituted today,
essentially belies the statement.
But even if this were true, where does the exhibitor's
responsibility to his community enter? Certainly, he is
expected to kill off "pictures that they absolutely do not
want
to see"
and their
cost.regardless of where and how he gets them
The

exhibitor stands between manufacturer and consumer and, in significant measure, controls the situation.
That carries with it an obligation which is supposed to
be met irrespective of any and all other circumstance.
The

responsible man in exhibition
ducts his business accordingly.

knows

this and

con-

GOV'T PROBING CLEARANCES ON BOTH COASTS;
MAJORS ARE ADJUSTING TO STAVE OFF SUITS
Legal Action and Threats
Speed Rearrangements
In Many Situations
New

York — Government

agents

on both

coasts are dipping into alleged abuses on
clearances with a view of rearranging
schedules and zoning where it is felt the
small operator has been hurt. Meanwhile,
distributors are making every effort to
effect changes, some precipitated by
threatened or actual law suits, as demonstrated by various actions in the east.
Most recent settlement of an anti-trust
case is that of Herman and Mrs. L. Golden
of the Parker and Golden theatres in Indianapolis. Under terms of an out-ofcourt arrangement, the Parker will now
play 28 days after the Rivoli or Emerson
and, if both the latter houses play the pictures, the Parker may play 23 days after
either the Rivoli or Emerson. In the event
the Parker charges 10 cents, clearance
for the Rivoli and Emerson is 100 days
over the house.
Some

Are

Altered

Recent alterations in schedules include
Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, Jackson Heights
and Long Island, and Westchester county
affecting the Pickwick, Greenwich, Conn.
Efforts are being made to bring about an
amicable adjustment of the Malone, N. Y.,
status resulting from a reduction of admission prices by the Schine circuit’s Malone theatre as it relates to Michael Boumansour’s Plaza, in the same town. Harry
G. Kosch, Allied of New York attorney, is
preparing to file suit against distributors
and the Schine circuit unless relief is
granted.
Here from the coast for almost two
weeks, presumably on new season’s product
buys, were Charles Buckley, executive aide
to Charles P. Skouras, and Larry Kent,
film buyer and booker for Fox West Coast.
While here they conferred with National
Theatres’ executives on clearances in Los
Angeles and surrounding towns where approximately 100 small theatres either have
reopened, after extensive remodeling, or
new units opened.
Most of the reopened houses charge 15
cents and such policies have necessitated
FWC to lop off 10 and 15 cents from its
affiliated properties.
The low admissions in competitive houses

They Have New
For It Now
New York — Distributors
ing to get around the use

One

are attemptof the words

"protection" and "clearance" in all
dealings and are now
employing as
the more practical, from their point of
view,

the

previous

4

term

runs."

"availability

after

One Definition of Clearance
New

York — Clearance,

which

looms

as

one

o{ the

most

vital

issues

in next

season's

selling, according to an important sales manager, "is the right of a distributor to grant and not the right of an exhibitor to demand. The exhibitor has a
right to negotiate protection, but distributors, after all, own the pictures and they
know what clearance they want to give."
Speaking for M-G-M, William F. Rodgers,

general

sales

manager,

company "is glad to correct clearances where they work hardships on
ers. We have done so in the past and, as soon as a complaint comes
tion, we review

the entire

situation

and

have definitely hurt FWC business, it is
stated. FWC has been known to have the
highest average admission, not only for
the coast, but in comparison with national
price scales.
Albert J. Law and a corps of assistants
for the past three years have been investigating clearance and other complaints
on the coast, checking into the files at all
major exchanges and circuits in Los Angeles. Distributors are cognizant of reports
filtering from the west of a contemplated
anti-trust action that will encompass
charges of greater importance than clearance. However, the general understanding is that FWC and major circuits have
been operating 99 per cent under the decree issued several years ago.
Revelation

May

Be

Near

Just what the government is driving at
in the coast investigation is not known at
this time, but the lid may blow off as soon
as the department of justice goes through
with its threatened action.
Spyros Skouras had luncheon with Thurmon Arnold within the past week and is
understood to have discussed the west coast
clearance situation.
In preparation of the conspiracy and
anti-trust action pending against all major
companies in the local federal courts, Robert L. Wright and Seymour Kreiger, assistants to the attorney general, for the
past few weeks have been examining before trial several UA executives, including
Edward C. Raftery of O’Brien, Driscoll &
Raftery, counsel for the distributing company; Harry Muller, comptroller; Charles
Stern, eastern district manager; Edward
Mullen, office manager at the New York
exchange; and Harry Gold, eastern sales
manager who returned from a Miami vacation Wednesday.
Indications are Columbia and Universal
executives will be called upon after the UA
men are through. These three companies
neither control nor operate theatres. L.
Jack Schlaifer, western sales manager for
UA; Paul Lazarus, home of five executive
for the same company, also may be called.
It is probable Murray Silverstone, managing director, may be asked some questions
and also George J. Schaefer, now RKO
head, on deals when he was with UA.
Revival of old complaints are hinted at
in the questions asked by the FBI men.
The famous Quittner case involving an
action against Paramount in Middletown,

says

his

theatre ownto our atten-

act accordingly."

N. Y., was brought up while Stern was being examined. Raftery asked this phase
of the examination be dropped as UA had
sold to Joseph Quittner before he brought
suit. This was confirmed by Stern.
Among the towns touched on at recent
hearings by Kreiger and Wright were Newburgh, Middletown, Poughkeepsie, Peekskill and Brooklyn, in New York, and
others in New England.
George Walsh operates for Paramount in
the four upstate New York towns. UA
executives declared deals for product were
not contingent on deal for all towns; that
a separate deal was made for each situation and, if negotiations could not be consummated in any one of the towns, it would
be left out. However, it was stated, no
such occasion has arisen.
Also

Eye

Boston

Suit

The Morse & Rothenberg situation in
Boston also came up with the department
of justice agents anxious to know why
Mullin & Pininski were favored. It developed UA does not sell M&P, which has
about 100 theatres in New England, but the
opposition with the exception of New
Bedford, Mass., where the distributor could
not get together with the competitor, who
was “too tough.”
An effort to dig into the Middletown
situation was cut short when it was disclosed Paramount has no opposition in the
town.
Distributor attorneys are aware of the
fact that the department has considerable
information and questioning of witnesses
before trial is to get them to make statements of proof. At the same time, it is
held, the government is “groping around”
for other clues, but the feeling among major company representatives is they will
(Continued on page 14)

Query Is Referred
To Myers
New
Stem.

York — Seymour Kreiger,
ment attorney, was examining
UA

district manager,

ing definitions of various

governCharles

and

trade

seekterms.

He asked what "buying power" meant.
Edward C. Raftery, UA attorney, interrupted with, “Ask

Abe
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TRADE PACT OBJECTIONS ARE CURABLE AND
WILL BE, MAJORS SAY; SOLUTION MOVES ON
Major committee

Meeting

To Consider Specific
Unit Reservations
New York — With reservations made
various independent exhibitor groups

by
on

provisions of the trade practice draft virtually all along the same lines as those
outlined by Harry Brandt, president of the
ITOA, distributors are reasonably certain
these objections will not be difficult to
straighten out.
Efforts to this end were made when
distributors held a meeting Wednesday
with

W.

F. Rodgers, chairman of the distributors’ sub-committee to consider the
specific reservations received from the various units.
Exhibitor organizations which participated in the negotiations, with the exception of Allied which has not yet officially put itself on record as to its stand,

have notified the distributors’ committee
of their willingness to go along provided
the necessary clarifications are made.
However, there is considerable doubt
whether anything can be done about one of
the four reservations made toy the ITOA.
This concerns re-allocation of pictures.
While the complaint is held to be chiefly
directed against one major company, the
ITOA states “once classified, a designation
should stand.”
In this connection, the ITOA adds, “We
feel that the code should prohibit a distributor from re-allocating pictures for any
reason such as re-designating a B picture
or, as sometimes happened in the past,
even

a C picture as an A picture.”
Other Exceptions

The other exceptions by the New York
independents which seemingly correspond
to those made by other suits throughout
the country include a clarification of the
phrase “other terms and conditions.” A
great deal of confusion will arise as to
exactly what is the subject of arbitration
unless this is done, according to the ITOA.
Also brought up is the question of independents having a voice in the selection
of neutral panels to be set up for arbitration purposes and to the restriction of
arbitrators

to award

liquidated

damages.

“This,” it is held, “perpetuates the present
unfair provision of the standard contract.”
Distributors are prepared to hold another meeting among themselves on clarifications as soon as specific points objected
to are brought to their attention. Letters
asking for such information are out.
With the exception of the re-allocation
phrase, distributors feel the clarifications
are merely a matter for lawyers to clear
up in simple language.
First and most important in the mind
of distributors now is to get the seven
independent exhibitor groups, the ITOA
and Allied, if the latter will, to approve
the general terms of the draft. What
BOXOFFICE
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German
Dates

Travelogues

Are

Hard

/. H. Gallagher Leaves
Associated Publications
New

York — After an association

of eight

years, Joseph H. Gallagher last week resigned as general manager of Associated
Publications, representing Boxoffice and
affiliated publications in the East.
Ben Shlyen, publisher, expressed regret
at making this announcement for he held
Gallagher in high esteem.
The post of general manager, created a
year ago, will not be filled. In prior years
Gallagher was advertising manager. He
plans a short vacation after which he will
announce his future plans.

Loew Minority Appeal
Date Will Expire May 1
New

York — Time

for appeal

to Garner
Hollywood — American exhibitors have
been practically unanimous in turning
thumbs down, at any price or under any
conditions, of a series of one-reel German
travelogues, for which Mary Warner, of
Altadena, Cal., has distribution rights in
this country.
When

interviewed

by

Boxoffice,

Miss

Warner admitted the films are “as tough
as the very devil” to sell to theatres. This
spirit of apparent frankness pervaded her
entire discussion with one exception — a
vagueness as to the origin of the pictures
and the arrangements under which she
became their American distributor. The
reels, 24 in all, are “100 percent travelogues,” Miss Warner declared, which she
has had in her possession since October,
1938, all with the general theme of demany.
veloping interest in spring travel in Ger-

of Supreme

Court Justice Louis A. Valente’s decision
in the Loew minority suit expires May 1.
In the event no appeals are made, fees to
attorneys for plaintiffs will be made
ly thereafter.

Finding

short-

Three minority stockholders’ suits against
Loew’s are still pending in the Wilmington courts, two in the state and one in the
federal. Arnold Hermann is the plaintiff
for one in the state and federal courts and
Anna Goldstein is the complainant in the
second state action.
However, there was no indication of an
appeal over the weekend. The Wendel
estate is appealing a recent dismissal of its
suit for back rent on the Capitol. Loew’s
has a counter action pending for monies
erroneously paid to the estate.

Regardless of her claim that they do
not propagandize. Miss Warner declares
she has had but few theatre bookings. The
films are being handled by her personally
in this territory and representatives have
been

appointed in Chicago, Dallas, Minneapolis, San Francisco and New York, none
of which, save New York, are reporting
successful handling. In the latter city,
the films are in the hands of Lloyd’s.
Schools Most Interested
Most interest, and most bookings, she
reports have come from schools, where
they are shown to classes in modern
languages, geography and kindred subjects. In no case, Miss Warner avers,
have the reels been subsidized — those theatres which have screened them having
paid rental therefor.
She

principles
will come

are to be followed
after that.

in arbitration

Leo

F. Wolcott, president of Allied Independent Exhibitors of Iowa and Nebraska, has informed W. F. Rodgers, chairman of the distributor sub-committee,
his group has neither rejected nor accepted
the draft, but wants to review it again.
Certain recommendations which the membership has in mind are not included in
the

and, to this end, future correspondence will be directed. Robert Poole,
general manager and secretary of the ITO
of Southern California and Arizona, met
with his members last week and found
them

draft

in favor of “going forward.” Likewise, several reservations are being made.
While the general attitude of distributors
is to get the trade draft working as soon
as possible, the picture in final perspective,
as represented toy comments and suggestions, must be forthcoming before the next
step is taken.

says the reels are in no way camouflaged in that they are clearly marked as
having been made in Germany. As to
methods
subjects

by which production was financed, Miss Warner declares, different
were made under sponsorship of

various

German groups and that, for instance, a reel dealing with the natural
beauties of one German locality was financed by an organization similar to the
All-Year Club of Southern California,
while others treating of German industry
were made with backing supplied by industrial organizations covering each phase
of business. Some were produced by UFA.
The only theatre in this territory which
has screened any of the reels is the Continental, a Los Angeles house. Miss Warner
attempted to gain distribution through
Selected Pictures, local independent exchange, but the deal fell through when
the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League applied
pressure on the distributor by insisting
(Continued on page 10)
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DISTRIBUTORS FIND REISSUES SWEET SOURCE
OF INCOME; EXPECT $5,000,000 THIS YEAR
New York Area Alone May
Return Almost Half of
Anticipated

What They're Down
For at 20th-Fox

Dual Programs

Gross
Hollywood — Annabella

New

York — Reissues

continue

to be

a

great source of revenue, according to distributors, and it is estimated approximately $5,000,000 will be grossed nationally by the eight major producer-distributors for the current year on this type of
product.
For the local territory, it is figured the
gross will run from $1,500,000 to $2,000,000. Some exchanges will net as low as
$100,000 for the season while the highest
estimate is reported at $300,000.
While every company lists reissues, or
revivals, as part of its national release
schedule during the year, the local demand for old pictures with boxoffice
names includes films produced as far
back as 1930.
Where theatre owners ask for certain
pictures not on the shelf, but released
many years ago, the exchange usually has
one print made up. The cost is normally
more than returned from a single engagement, usually the first run in town. This
gives the distributor a working print on
which he has already covered the cost and
netted a profit.
Big Eastern

Deal

One of the most important local deals
in this connection recently was closed between Milt Kusell, Paramount eastern district manager, and Harry Brandt, head of
the Brandt circuit, for a series of reissues,
the deal involving $25,000 for the distributor. The Brandt outfit is the largest consumer of revivals in this territory, owning
and booking for more than 65 houses.
Neil F. Agnew, Paramount’s general
sales manager, has decided to reissue “The
Eagle and the Hawk,” originally released
May 6, 1933 with Fredric March, who is
now a hit in “The American Way” at the
Center. Cary Grant, Jack Oakie and
Carole Lombard are also in it. This is
for national consumption.
For purely local dates in the next few
weeks will be “Paramount on Parade,”
released April 20, 1930. Maurice Chevalier heads a star-studded cast. It has
been booked into the New Amsterdam
where it opens shortly. Paramount expects to net about $1,000 on the local
showings with the New Amsterdam contributing from $250 to $300 of the sum.
Other parts of the country also have
benefited handsomely on reissues. While
the total gross is difficult to figure accurately because only three months of the
present fiscal year and six of the releasing season have elapsed, distributors estimate $5,000,000 as the approximate figure.
M-G-M is planning to revive four within the next few months. They are “San

6

Only 4 Companies Have
No Revival Plans Set;

and

the

Popular

Ritz

Bros, are missing from the list of designated assignments in 20th Century-Fox’s
product lineup as far as it divulges what
assignments are to be. However, an Annabella vehicle made in England may reach
the domestic release schedule. The Ritzes
continue
in the company’s star and featured lineup.
However, additional assignments, some
definite and some tentative were set at
the Chicago sales convention. Henry Fonda
and Nancy Kelly are slated for “Drums
Along the Mohawk;” Tyrone Power and
Richard Greene for the leads opposi.e
Sonja Henie in “Everything Happens at
Night” while Power probably will star in
“Johnny Apollo;” Alice Faye is down for
"Dance Hall;” Miss Kelly for “Red Cross
Nurse;” Ameche for “The Postman Walks
Alone” and also for “Dance With the Devil”
with George Raft.
Shirley Temple will do Maeterlinck's
“Bluebird,” rights for which cost $100,000
with release set for Christmas. The company is already talking about this as “another Snow White.”
Following is the breakdown, by stars
and players, as prepared by Boxoffice
and based on the company’s own lineup:
Don Ameche — Star in “Swanee River;”
co-star with Alice Faye in “Holly wool
Cavalcade,” “The Postman Walks Alone”
and “Dance With the Devil.”
Binnie Barnes — Co-star with Warner
Baxter in “He Married His Wife.”
Warner Baxter — Co-star with Binnie
Barnes in “He Married His Wife.”
Walter Brennan — “Stanley and Livingstone,” “Maryland.”
George Brent — Co-star with Myrna Loy
and Tyrone Power in “The Rains Came.”
June Carlson — Four Jones Family films.
Charles Coburn — “Stanley and LivingJane Darwell — “The Rains Came.” ,
George Ernest — Four Jones Family films.
stone.”
Alice Faye — Star in “Little Old New
York;” co-star with Don Ameche in “Hollywood Cavalcade;” star in “Dance Hall.”
Grade Fields — Star in “Sally of the
Henry Fonda — Co-starred with Nancy
Shipyards.”
Kelly in “Drums Along the Mohawk.”
Richard Greene — Star in “A Briton at
(Continued on page 18)

Francisco,” which was released June 26,
1936; “Rose Marie,” February 19, 1928,
when it was first produced, and later
again, January 13, 1936; “The Champ,”
November 15, 1931, and “Mutiny on the
Bounty,” November 1, 1935. The same
company also reissued four last spring.
RKO currently has on its national re-

lease schedule “Star at Midnight” and
“The Lost Patrol,” which are being shown
as a double feature program.
From the RKO archives and shown during the Jewish holidays in many circuit
theatres locally was “King of Kings,” produced by Cecil B. DeMille some years ago
for RKO Pathe.
Columbia, 20th-Fox, UA and Warner
have not as yet signified intentions of
reviving any pictures. However, if any of
these companies do decide, announcements
will be made toward late spring.
Capitalizing on the popularity of John
Wayne, Monogram plans to reissue eight
westerns in which he appeared. These are
intended for the summer. Already, the
company has brought back “The Sweetheart of Sigma Chi” and “Little Pal,” forRooney.merly known as “The Healer,” with Mickey
Republic has not set any reissues and it
is questionable whether any will be rescheduled. This company will only revive
films, it appears, where there is a general
demand for specific pictures.
Universal recently ballyhooed a horror
combination of “Frankenstein” and
“Dracula” and followed with “Son of
Frankenstein”

and

Another

“Dracula’s Daughter.”

Dual

Revival

On

next season’s lineup, a double feature revival will be “My Man Godfrey”
and “The Old Dark House.” Among the
stars featured in the two films are Carole
Lombard, William Powell, Charles Laughton, Melvyn Douglas, Mischa Auer, and
Raymond Massey.
All companies contribute to the programs for the string of 42nd St. houses,
which are the local haven for reissues.
Without them most of the theatres may
be forced to darken. Some exchanges
make available 50 different features and
up a season. The independent companies
also find some of their former outstanding product in demand on 42nd St.

Aguillar Back to Paris;
A Report to Seidelman
New

York — Gene

Aguillar,

Universal’s

representative in Spain, has returned to
the Paris office after making a comprehensive survey of the territory. His report is on its way to his foreign chief,
Joseph H. Seidelman.
Although all the companies have already
sent their representatives into Spain for
the purpose of resuming operations, no
definite word has come through on the
attitude of the Franco government.
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BELIEVE

IN

turn please

TCpanunountS

Paramount’s

CpammountA

has DOUBLE

has DOUBLE

THE THRILLS
OF
A SINGLE FEATURE

THE PRODUCTION IN
A SINGLE FEATURE

Two

terrific

train

two

thrilling

gun

wrecks

. . .

fights ...

a

thrilling hold-up of a U. P. pay
car by killers who dare all for a
bag of gold... the most exciting
bandit chase ever filmed, rifles
spitting

fury into

the Western

All

the

America’s most
crowded upon
your
that

great
and

bottomless
huge

gambling

splinters

by U.

hall

ever

only

DeMille

Stanwyck

. .

axed

to

and Brian Donlevy . . . a romance

P. strong

staged.

i

B.

stars, Barbara

arm

stronger

i

even

than

the thrilling

love story of "The Plainsman"
... all making this the "Finest
DeMille

'J i

Cecil

below.

to

squads . . . and the finest Indian
battle even Cecil B. DeMille
has

era
till

Joel McCrea, by such feature players as Akim Tamiroff,
Robert Preston, Lynne Overman

mountainside

canyon

spectacular
the screen

of

could produce, could direct . . .
a cast of thousands led by two

of soldiers . . . giant locomotive
down

life

eyes stretch with the wonder of it all . . . scene after scene

night . . . death-defying crossing
of burning trestle by trainload
hurtling

spectacular

i

picture

of them

all".

FINDS TELEVISION IS HERE, BUT WITH SCOPE
DEPENDENT UPON HOW FAST SETS ARE BOUGHT
Fortune Magazine Points
To Only "Handful" of

RCA-NBC

Sets in the Country

With

New

York — Declaring

“television

is a

reality in 1939,” Fortune finds its development hinges upon the sale of sets of which
“there are only a handful in the entire
country.” The magazine arrives at this
conclusion in the second and final of two
articles. The current instalment deals
with entertainment values of television
programs. The first discussed the development and stressed the $13,000,000 already invested along experimental lines.
“That $13,000,000 investment is pressing for an outlet; and the outlet — a bottleneck in every sense — is the television program,” says the current article.
“The whole progress of the art depends
on the sale of sets, and set sales, in their
turn, depend on two things — aside from
the cost of the sets themselves: an adequate number of programs on the air each
day and a high standard of programs. It
is perfectly evident to everyone in the industry that advertisers will not buy television time until the public buys sets;
and since at present there are only a
handful of sets in the entire country, it is
clear that the public has a long way to go.
How far it will go depends upon how well
it can be amused.
Faces

“Tough

Problem”

“The art of television faces probably a
tougher evolutionary problem than any of
our so-called modern ‘arts.’ It inherits
practically all the problems of radio and
movies, with none of the solutions of either. Indeed, the solution to the television
program not only does not exist — it is not
even in sight.
“The television director is confronted
with a much more exacting problem than
the movie director. The best movie directors ‘overshoot’ from three to as much
as 12 times, then edit and cut the film,
improvising it vastly in the process. The
television director, on the other hand,
must do his editing on the spot in rehearsal, and cannot take anything over.”
The article goes on to present numerous
problems confronting telecasting of studio
entertainment, not the least of which is
the almost prohibitive cost. Into this picture is drawn the viewed inefficacy of the
present television receivers, “which introduces fundamental limitations.”
“On the one hand,” the article states,
“to follow events on the screen it is necessary to concentrate intently. On the other,
some people complain that concentration
on so small a screen (the largest RCA
receiver’s screen measures about eight by
ten inches) is fatiguing and cannot comfortably be sustained for so much as two
hours.
“Yet there is no question in the broad(Continued on page 14)
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Opening

By LEONARD
New

Inaugurate

York — The

of World's

WEISBERG

first regular

high

defi-

nition television service in the United
States was launched by RCA-NBC with
President Roosevelt delivering the opening

address at the World’s Fair, April 30. The
launching of the new industry occurred
simultaneously with the inauguration of
regular public programs and placing of
commercial television receivers on the
market. The sets range from $200 to $600,
and were advertised by RCA in six full
page amusement ads in special World’s
Fair editions of five metropolitan newspapers.
A special preview of a television broadcast from the Fair grounds, received on
15 sets priced at $600 before an audience
of some 100 press representatives on the
62nd floor of the RCA Building, was an
unqualified success. Both indoor and outdoor scenes were splendid in their clarity
and detail. The outdoor shots marked the
first time that pictures relayed by the
NBC mobile unit were rebroadacst from
the company’s tower transmitter atop the
Empire State Building.
To show the versatility and potentialities of the new medium, the telecast from
the Fair caught not only a group of speakers, including David Sarnoff, president of
RCA; Lenox R. Lohr, NBC president; Gen.
James G. Harbord and Graham McNamee,
whose images and voices were received

The TRK-12, RCA

Telecasts
Fair

with precision, but also dipped into the
studios for the transmission of a threeround amateur boxing match and a short
film, entitled “Television,” which detailed
the intricacies of studio videcasts.
In every major respect, the reception
was both intriguing and exciting. Occasional y, a slight light hilation would appear, but this was quickly corrected by an
attendant upon making an adjustment on
the set, similar to the tuning of a radio
receiver. The images were reproduced on
a screen seven and three-eights by nine
and three-quarter inches, which are reflected from a mirror in the lid of the
cabinet. About 20 persons were in front
of each set, those seated nearest being
about four feet away, while those furthest
away were about 24 feet. From a distance
of about ten feet, the program, lasting just
short of an hour, caused no eye strain.
McNamee, who introduced the program,
pointed out the significance of the transmission of the boxing match in that it
foreshadowed a service which eventually
would enable newspapers to cover out-oftown sports events.
That motion pictures will play a prominent part in at least the early stages of the
new medium was demonstrated by the fine
reception of the short. Film shows are
expected to offer a big advantage in public television programs because telecasters
admit they are faced with an economic
situation that precludes live talent.

Calls It—

Television receiving set which
7% by 9% inches on a mirror
viewing. The receiver utilizes
cabinet is 40% inches high, by
do not have to get all dressed

has a 12-inch Kinescope, producing images
under the side of the raised lid for indirect
36 tubes in addition to the Kinescope. The
34% wide and 197/8 deep. Listeners, however,
up like these models.
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'’Juarez," at once, falls into the
limited category of distinguished
films. It has about it the definite
of distinction because it faithfully translates into terms of celluloid
the correct historical fabric of the
times it sets out to dramatize. It is
rich in production qualities and it is
affluent in the number and the calibre of its principals.
Moreover, it drives home with
intelligence the fundamentals of
democracy without degenerating
into a lather over them and, in the
doing, thereby does a genuine service for the free thinking peoples of
this and, it is to be hoped, of all
other lands as well. In that respect,
"Juarez" which is of 1864 is as 1939
as
if its major events had taken place
today.
No

studio would

have

found

this

an

H.

Bldg.,

Allpleofchange
the him."
many facets of another
sterling picture from the Warner
biographical album flow to and from
this single utterance of Benito Juarez,
Indian-born peon who rose to the
presidency of the Mexican republic
and threw off the yoke of European
imperialism with the ultimate defeat
and execution of Maximilian of
Hapsburg.

Hubbard.

MILWAUKEE — 210 East
Michigan
St.,
Brunner. Telephone Kilbourn 6670-J.
Essex

a president misrules, the peo-

aura

Berrigan.

ATLANTA — 148% Walton St., N. W., Lee Fuhrman,
Southeastern editor. Telephone Walnut
7171.

BUFFALO — The

when

easy task. It is a serious conjecture how many could have handled such a crowded epoch so well.
Events were overshadowing men,
yet men were casting the events.
Thus,

while "Juarez" is the somewhat personalized story of the Mexican liberator and the Austrian emperor and his Belgian wife, it is essentially the narration of the times

and

the place those principals occupied in those times. Actually, the
film becomes history again unfolded
in broad strokes before the eyes.
Brian Aherne, as Maximilian, is
predominantly on the screen; to
many this will be his picture, by
merit deserved. Paul Muni, as

Spy"

IT IS highly anti-democratic, of

course, to force an individual to
do that which he does not voluntarily elect
to do.beBut
for democracy's
sake,
it might
a very
good piece
of business if some way were to be
found

to compel

every

sibility in the country

theatre posto play "Con-

Nazi Spy." plug for this
Call it fessions
anof a outrageous
Warner or any other film if you like,
but the observation stands.
For this, gentlemen of the exhibition fraternity, is a bird of unusual
plumage. It is, firstly, an exciting
and tingling film that could rest
easily on its entertainment haunches.
Secondly, and this column very definitely thinks firstly, it is the sort of
attraction that reaches far beyond
mere

show business and, by its nature, deserves the widest of circu-

lation in the nation's and the community's interest.
Call that wildly enthusiastic ballyhoo for any film if you like, but this
observation stands along with the
first.
"Confessions of a Nazi Spy," by
the very title, conveys its story.
Based on the material gathered by
Leon G. Turrou, former G-man, and
factually authenticated throughout,
this is one hundred and two minutes of dynamite. It deals with Hitler and Goebbels, German-American bunds and swastikas, Nazis and
the Gestapo, storm troopers and the
F.B.I., armed insurrection and religious persecution, concentration
camps and espionage, propaganda
and intolerance — all of them paraded without subterfuge or disguise
right down to the line to the Sieg
Heils and the Heil Hitlers and heightened by a March of Time type, offscreen commentary occasionally interwoven by John Deering.
Hollywood has never done anything quite like this. Here is a fantastically dramatic news chronicle
converted into entertainment, not

Juarez, is excellent, a critical adjective long since earned. Bette Davis,
as the unfortunate Empress Carlotta,
has little to do, but that little in

propaganda, with never a punch
pulled or a situation cushioned. It
has excitement, action and guts
splattered all over its footage.
This is one time, if ever there was
the desire, that this department

keeping with her pronounced abilities. There are many more and to
them all a salute. They rate it.

wishes it operated a theatre. "Nazi
Spy" takes all the field days of the
year and rolls them into one.

Additional

"Notes"

on

Page
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Omaha Gets Taste
Of Film Hoopla
Omaha — Paramount’s long-anticipated
ballyhoo for “Union Pacific” broke here
with a roar Friday evening as the picture
flashed simultaneously on the screens of
three theatres, culminating a three-day
celebration in which it is estimated some
400,000 persons participated.
State and county officials, Hollywood
stars, nationally known industrial chiefs,
and railroad executives were on hand as
the proceedings were carried across the
country in broadcasts over NBC, CBS and
Mutual. Omaha took a special interest in
the affair, since it was built around a local
celebration known as Golden Spike Days.
Authorities estimated that about 150,000
visitors augmented Omaha’s normal 225,000
population during the three-day program.
Immediately after the simultaneous
showings at the Orpheum, Paramount and
Omaha, besides a special midnight show
at the Orpheum, Friday night the special
train bearing half a dozen starlets, Cecil
B. DeMille and a staff of aides started its
tour of the east and south in behalf of the
film.
Among the players that came on from
Hollywood for the premiere were George
Raft, Lynne Overman, Lloyd Nolan, Brian
Donlevy, Anthony Quinn, Patricia Morison, Evelyn Venable, Margaret Roach, Joel
McCrea, Barbara Stanwyck, Betty Grable,
Robert Preston, and Evelyn Luckey.
Since Wednesday the city has been in a
continuous state of excitement over countless events designed to provoke enthusiasm
for the film as well as Golden Spike Days.
Fifty-two blocks, including the business
section, were roped off and decorated in an
1869 atmosphere, complete to hitching
posts, prairie schooners, Indians and pony
express riders. Parades of all sorts were
going

on incessantly. The most spectacular occurred Friday, with 38 bands and
45 floats in the procession.
Following the parade an elaborate luncheon for the stars and distinguished guests
was held at the Fontenelle Hotel. In the
evening the Hollywood visitors gathered at
the Orpheum, where a description of
the event was carried over the air.

Reisman Returning Aiter
Extended Foreign Trip
New York — Phil Reisman, in charge of
foreign distribution for RKO, docks on
the

Normandie Monday after an extensive trip abroad. Ted Carr, co-managing
director for United Artists in England, also
is on board and will attend the UA convention during his stay here.

Advance

Para . Meet

New York — To prevent conflict with the
Allied national convention in Minneapolis,
which Y. Frank Freeman and Leon Netter
will attend, Neil F. Agnew has advanced
the Paramount annual convention at the
Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles, four days
to June 8, 9 and 10.
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Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses S. Grant,
General Sheridan, Oakes Ames and

‘Union Pacific’

NEW YORK — Chalk up another
bull's-eye for Cecil B. DeMille and,
while at it, mark down "Union Pacific" as one of the top pictures of a
year that still has eight months to
run.
Mammoth

in sweep,

meticulous

in

detail, abounding in the skulduggery and warfare which attempt to
block construction of the U.P. and
criss-crossed with a three-cornered
love story, this outdoor film should
find audiences as wide as the open
spaces in which it was produced.
Essentially, the plot deals with the
building of the U.P. to Ogden, Utah,
in a race to lick the Central Pacific,
plying from the west, to that point.
The trials and tribulations met in
overcoming Henry Kolker and his
selfish designs, battles with the Indians and the uncouth villainies of
Brian Donlevy and Robert Preston
are all vividly portrayed. There is
an undercurrent of Americanism
never obviously protruding from the
background with such figures as

German Travelogues Find
Dates Hard to Garner
(Continued

from

page

5)

the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, which
she declares was forced to admit that the
while

German-made

and

to

Leland Stanford either appearing or entering the narrative

by dialogue mention.
Joel McCrea in the role of the
trouble shooter; Barbara Stanwyck,
as the engineer's daughter and postmistress with an Irish brogue; Akim
Tamiroff and Lynne Overman as McCrea's aides; Kolker, as the menace
behind Donlevy and Preston, and a
large supporting cast turn in as fine
a collective job as anything recently essayed in Hollywood.
Scope and breadth never interfere
with the love story. The overall yarn
attempts, and succeeds in catching,
the pioneering hardships encountered in the laying of the tracks on
which the Iron Horse chugs its way— K.
further into the west.
"Union Pacific” is a job very well
done, patiently handled and a credit,
as well as a boxoffice attraction of
no mean extent. To DeMille goes
all credit for one hundred and thirtyfive minutes of swell entertainment.

Chicago Monogram Site ;
UA Meets on Coast

that, no matter what claims might be set
forth, the reels were still German-made
and subject to classification as propaganda.
Miss Warner at one time attempted to
gain a working subsidy through the German Railroads. However, she declared,
while that group showed considerable interest in the project, it backed away from
it when the question of actual cash-onthe-line came into the discussion, and thus
do not figure in her business transactions.
Declaring she has been selling films of
one sort or another for the past eight
years, Miss Warner asserts she is handling
the German reels strictly as a business
proposition. In a further demonstration of
apparent frankness, she confessed that she
has been none too successful thus far in
attempting to wrest a livelihood through
booking them.
Conflicticns arise on one point. Miss
Warner asserts she showed the films to

films,

Governor

be

frowned on from that organization’s standpoint for that reason, contained no propaganda and could be classed as no more
than travelogues. The HANL, however,
brands

this as false. A spokesman declares Miss Warner never actually screened
the films for it; that a check was made
some six months ago, in which HANL
found the travelogues depicted only the
“sweeter” side of German life; and that,
for this reason, objections were raised to
them as propaganda. It was this League
stand which was instrumental in Selected
Pictures’ decision not to handle them, the
HANL
attache declared. Acting on its
established policy, the League does not intend to take additional steps against Miss

New York — Two sales conventions will
get under way the latter part of the week.
Monogram being the first, starting Thursday at the Drake, Chicago, and UA the
second with an informal gathering slated
for Sunday when home office executives
and the field force meet in Hollywood.
UA will have a special train leaving
Grand Central Wednesday with home office personnel and New England and Philadelphia forces aboard and pick up field
staffs en route. Another group will leave
Thursday and will include Tom Walker,
Hal Roach’s eastern representative, and
ether executives. Clarence Ericksen, general manager for Walter Wanger, has been
here for about a week and heads
lywood in a few days. He may
UA

for Holjoin the

special.

Warner until such a time that it learns
she is making a concerted effort to obtain
further bookings, when, the HANL spokesman said it will again move in in an effort to curtail their showings.

Lloyd's Refuses Comment
On German Film Series
New

York — Complete

and

cold

silence

is maintained by a spokesman for Lloyd’s
Film Storage Corp. when inquiry was made
by Boxoffice as to method of handling
the one-reel travelogues on Germany which
uting.
Mary Warner of Altadena, Ca„ is distribBeyond

admitting

by

inference

that

Lloyd’s stores the films for the metropolitan area, the spokesman merely declared
the company was not at liberty to discuss
the pictures.
“We are not the distributors and we take
all orders from Miss Warner. This pertains
to information,
spokesman’s

also,” was the extent

of the

remarks.
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FLASH TO THE NATION!
Walter Winchell in hundreds of newspapers:
“M-G-M breaks the tape in Hollywood’s
Anti-Dictator race with WHILE AMERICA
SLEEPS’ at the Capitol, a two-reel factual spy
expose. An eye-opener for people who think
the Ratzis are 3,000 miles away.”
Dynamite on the screen!
Sell tickets with showmanship!

WHILE

AMERICA SLEEPS
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MYSTERIOUS

RIDER, THE:

Douglas Dumbrille,

Sidney Toler, Russell Hayden,
Charlotte Fields.

Heyburn,

I think the industry owes

ducer Harry Sherman

the “Western”

Weldon

a vote of thanks for keeping

average

please any audience

pro-

so high. This film will

and we need more

as the excellent selections made

casts such

in this Zane Grey

story. Highly exciting. Excellent plot. Swell scenes.
A-l class. Played March

Mr. W. E. LEWELLEN
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ARE All THAT
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TRUE PRESS
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Z a R E GREY'S

* HERITIGE
"The appeal of the great outdoors,
plus romance and action, are the
essentials of heritage of the
desert.

This

version

is pictorially

beautiful. A fast moving
and
much

tactful direction

of the DESERT *
been

intelligently welded.

turned performances
and

make

its amplifications

understanding

HERITAGE

Well

OF

THE

DESERT
Varietywill

the plot
more

believable,

than

satisfy.”

and entertaining.”

Motion Picture Herald

screenplay

contribute

to the entertainment.”

Motion Picture Daily

"Producer

Sherman

and Paramount

can well be proud of this well-made
and highly entertaining Zane Grey
"Here is a picture whose production
manifestly, from the outset, was
aimed
"Superior outdoor picture, praiseworthy in every department. Should
score decisively at the box office.”

New

York Film Daily

western

at a

new

approach

theme,

So

thoroughly

and most capably directed. In the
matter of direction Selander has

in the

the injection of a

quality of depth
that it emerges

story. It is beautifully photographed

and

was

really captured

significance.
this achieved

as an outdoor

Zane

drama

the spirit of author

Grey’s
novel.”
Motion
Picture

Review

of the top rank.”

Reporter

"heritage

of

the

desert

"Drama, action, thrills and wellwritten screenplay, plus expert

is not

trouping, direction and production,

an ordinary western picture. Appealing love story, plenty of dramatic
instance. Sometimes the film has a

"Combining believable drama with
an abundance of thrilling action,

spiritual quality but comedy

the whole

been

neglected.

Action,

has not
suspense

beauty

mounted

of

make

against natural

Arizona

this picture one of the finest

in Producer

Harry

list of successes.”

Showmen’s

wastelands,

Sherman’s

long

Trade Review

and surprise have been included in
abundance and all elements have
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Hollywood — Clark

is shopping

for a tractor. He found that the muledriven variety he is using on his farm

(Continued from page 7)
casters’ minds but that the most powerful
program at television’s disposal is the news
event. What they do question is their
ability to cover the news in competition
with the present services. So far, no one
has figured out a way to send a reliable
television signal 200 miles, let alone across
the ocean. The really hot news of the
world, breaking unexpectedly, will escape
the videcasters for many years to come.
“The art’s limitations in size and space,
however, may well prove to be more a
blessing than handicap, because they direct the attention of television program
producers to new and unexplored techniques in staging and narration. Instead
of relying on stunning spectacles and
thousands of extras for dramatic force,
television will capitalize largely on the effectiveness of close-ups. And whatever
the technique finally adopted, the public
stands to gain by the new types of entertainment developed by the new medium.”
So far as present plans go, the article
holds, the public will have to wait a long
time for feature-length films. “For, aside
from the fact that it is difficult and tiring to watch a television screen continuously for from 50 minutes to an hour and
a half, the cost of such films puts them
completely out of the television price class.
Sees Dangerous

Precedent

“The general figure of Hollywood production is about $5,000 per minute for a
Class A film — or about $450,000 for a whole
picture. While videcasting a movie in the
early days of television, with only a few
thousand sets distributed, could not have
much effect on the theatre boxoffice, it
would, from the theatre owners’ point of
view, be a dangerous precedent. Thus even
if television wanted feature films, it could
not get them on the same rental basis
that a theatre does and would have to
pay a large proportion of the production
cost.”
Although these arguments apply to new
pictures, the article states that even if
“older” features are available for telecasting these would be “stale” in the public’s mind, and “revivals of distinguished
films” would probably be “special events
rather than program staples.”
While the problem of program material
is pressing, “still more urgent is the question of what the programs will cost. The
most obvious way to an estimate is
through the known production costs of
radio.”
The article here purports to show “the
complexities of television production as
compared to radio” and observes “it is
right here that the economic dilemma of
the industry appears.” Because “a television program will average three or four
times the cost of a comparable radio
show,” with a television talent bill estimated at $30,000, production costs roughly put at $20,000, plus time costs.
Admitting that “these deductions may
14

well prove false in every particular,” the
article, nevertheless, tries its hand at
hypothetical television audiences, which
follow:
“An audience of 8,000,000 may be a
reasonable figure for the industry to
shoot at, if no time limit is set. It is
highly unlikely that television will get any
such coverage. Considering the necessity
for close attention from the viewer, it is
doubtful that there will ever be more than
a 25 per cent coverage of the available
audience, except in very special cases.
This leaves an actual television audience
for any given program of only 2,000,000
sets.
“The most popular radio program ever
created, according to surveys, reaches 40
per cent of the total number of radio
families in the country. On this basis a
good television show might reach a maximum of 1,000,000 listeners. In this case
the program budgeted for television, with
time costs added, would cost its advertising sponsor about 10 cents per family
— or at least 20 times the cost of a good
radio show.
“For this, the advertiser may attract
10 per cent of the available audience, or
200,000 people — which means that his
program will cost him nearly 14 cents a
set, even more than the gilt-edged program. And though television is the best
advertising medium yet discovered, it is
hard to see how it can be 20 times as
effective as radio. And as yet no American
business has reckoned with an advertising
budget that allows 10 or more cents per
In conclusion, the article sums up:
“In general, any valid speculation about
television has been cramped into the patset.”tern of the present radio industry and
many of the impasses that have appeared
— most particularly the great spread between possible cost and possible revenue
— are a result of this kind of thinking.
It is entirely possible that the final structure of the industry may be completely
different from radio — even, perhaps, taking the form of an ‘entertainment utility,’
with listeners paying the costs directly
through service charges or rentals of receivers.
“But one point is clear: to fight its way
to profit the industry cannot afford to
confine itself to any given formula either
of advertising, economics, or show business. It may, indeed, have to break down
all of these formulas and build new and
better ones from its own hard-won experience. And more amazing than the
physical fact of television is the fact that
the industry is prepared to do just that.
“The final answer lies with the American public. But the country’s drive toward scientific advancement and a higher
standard of living is so strong and so
wide that it is impossible to conceive,
either emotionally or historically, that
television can be neglected or left undeveloped.”

at present doesn't work fast enough
and, anyway, he feels that driving a
tractor might
exercise.
How

the

provide

California

a

new

sun

form

distorts

of
the

perspective!

Gov't Probe Into
Clearance Is On
(Continued from page 4)
stand on their rights, or fall by them.
Among the series of questions asked at
the informal hearings in the federal building are: What is a zone? What is a
neighborhood? Who defines them and
how far do they extend? What is meant
by the Loew split? the RKO split? What is
a controlled town? Does price determine
run?
Distributor attorneys feel there is no
limit to which the department of justice
is going to gather evidence for its suit.
The Orange County suit against Paramount in Newburgh has also been studied.
Specific clearance questions center about
the Crescent, Astoria, a Skouras house in
opposition to Harry Brandt’s Winfield, and
Century Circuit’s Patio, in the Flatbush
section of Brooklyn, and Loew’s Century.
The Crescent, according to distributor
representatives, plays seven days ahead of
the Ditmars, New Meriden, Hobart, Vernon,
Idle Hour, Fisk, Winfield, Fair and Palace, Corona,
L. I.itThe
follows
Loew’s
Century
which,
was Patio
stated,
is the
last
run Loew house in that zone. The late
A. H. Schwartz of Century circuit built the
Century and sold it to Loew’s many years
ago.
Location, type of management, size of
the theatre and policy determine run and
not price, a UA sales executive informed
Kreiger on examination. Mullen’s testimony was directed chiefly to the Patio
and how clearances are determined. He
said UA sells the theatre and couldn’t
discuss
new clearances because none were
set.
Gold’s testimony centered about deals
made with Warner and Loew circuits.

Bausch

& Lomb

Luncheon

For Optical Glass Men
New

York — The

25th

anniversary

of

the first optical glass experiments in this
country was marked with a celebration attended by more than 100 scientists, business executives and army and navy officers who were guests of the Bausch &
Lomb Optical Co., one of the pioneers in
the manufacture of lenses for film projectors, at a luncheon at the RCA Bldg. M.
H. Eisenhart, president, presided in the
absence of William Bausch, vice-president, who was ill.
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Expects

Want Baby With
Powell Face
Hollywood — William
Myrna

Loy

are looking

Powell
for a new

and

a brunette and one which
Powell as much
as pos-

Over-imaginative

mothers

need

not

apply.

Munro Due Here for
Australian Checkup
New York — A general review of the
Australian product situation as it affects
20th Century-Fox will be made when
Charles Munro, executive head of Hoyts’
circuit, and Maurice Sloman, executive
secretary, arrive here for home office conferences next month. Munro and Sloman
are now on the Monterey which docks in
Los Angeles May 15 and will head east at
once.
That this is no ordinary trip is reflected
in reports circulating through the customary channels. And that there is more to
the visit than appears on the surface is
probably why Clarence V. Hake, Australian
managing director for 20th-Fox, has postponed his return in order to be on hand
for Munro ’s arrival.
The situation is more serious than admitted and may have wide repercussions.
For some time, 20th-Fox has felt it was
not getting the revenue it should from
Australia. Hoyts, in which 20th-Fox has a
controlling interest, is the largest and most
influential circuit in Australia.
Munro finds himself in a curious position. He completely outstripped all competitive theatre circuits when he obtained
long-term franchises from RKO, Columbia,
Warner, UA, in addition to 20th-Fox.
Although he is in a dominant position,
the fly in the ointment appears to be 20thFox’s dissatisfaction over the manner in
which its own product is handled. It is
claimed 20th-Fox pictures are not getting
the full playing time and proper release
dates as a result of other product Hoyts
must play.
Product like “Alexander’s Ragtime
Band,” “Suez” and “Jesse James” are not
given the opportunity to run as long as
they can profitably, it is said, because they
are moved to make room for other pictures.
Hoyts’ chief and keenest competition
comes from Greater Union Theatre, which
plays Universal, Republic and Monogram
and some M-G-M in the subsequent spots.
Apparently Munro faces the need to find
a solution whereby he can appease 20thFox executives without weakening Hoyts.

New
New

Shorts Series

York — RKO

Pathe

has
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Until Next

Ohio Film Rental Impost
Cost Seen $1,200,000
Columbus — Exhibitors of this territory
will be assessed $1,200,000 in back taxes
if a petition filed by the state tax commission in federal court to collect the
state three per cent sales tax on film
rentals is allowed, in the opinion of P. J.
Wood, secretary of ITO of Ohio, Allied
unit.
The commission seeks to secure $750,000
from major and independent distributors
on film sales or rentals since the sales
tax

went into effect in 1935. The petition followed a mandamus action filed

by a state taxpayer to force such course
upon the commission. Wood points out
that film contracts contain a provision
stating special film taxes are to be paid
by the

theatre

owner.

Tax Revenue
Heavy

Report Shows

Nine-Month

Loss

Washington — A loss by exhibitors of
many million dollars in admissions during
the nine months ended with March is disclosed by figures just compiled by the bureau of internal revenue, showing the admission tax collections in the first three
quarters of the current fiscal year, ending
June 30, next, were more than $1,250,000
less than those of the corresponding period
a year ago.
The figures were made public in the bureau’s monthly report of collections for
March, showing receipts from admissions
in that month of $1,606,996, a loss of
$166,000 from the $1,773,075 collected in
the same month last year. As compared
with February, when collections totaled
$1,503,127, however, the March receipts
showed improvement.
The bureau reported that during the
first quarter of the current calendar year,
admission tax collections were $4,674,258,
compared with $4,786,887 in the same
month last year, and for the nine months
of the current fiscal year were $14,988,832
compared with $16,240,149 last year at this
time.

North African Newsreel
20th-Fox Unit a Topic
Paris — Plans to establish a Fox Movietone News production unit in North Africa
with Ettore Villani in charge will be outlined by Truman H. Talley at the European
newsreel convention, May 15 and 16. Talley considers the Mediterranean area the
“danger spot” and will reveal a setup calling for wider coverage there. Russell Muth,
European managing director, Central European News Director Robert Hartman,
Herman Webber and Walter J. Hutchinson will also attend the meetings.

the

entire cast of the radio program “Information Please” for a series of 13 one-reelers to be included on the 1939-40 program. The cast: Clifton Fadiman, John
Kieran, Franklin P. Adams, Oscar Levant.
BOXOFFICE

To Delay

Repealer
Session

baby.

For "The Thin Man Returns" at M-G-M,
they now need a
one-year-old boy,
preferably
resembles
sible.

N. Y. Censor

Ted Carr Here
New

York — Ted Carr, co-managing director of United Artists for England, arrives Monday on the Normandie to attend
the annual sales convention in Hollywood.

New York — Because of a crowded calendar in Albany, the bill introduced for
abolition of the censorship board in this
state is not expected to reach the floors
of the assembly or senate until sometime
next year, according to Harry Brandt,
president of the ITOA. He so informed
a group of industry representatives gathered at the Hotel Astor recently at an
anti -censorship meeting sponsored by
Theatre Arts Committee film division.
Brandt also stated he has already
talked to Governor Lehman whose views
are said to favor disbanding the board.
The ITOA head added Lehman promised
to give the bill his personal attention
when it comes up.
Others who spoke at the meeting included Langdon W. Post jr„ chairman of
the session and also executive of the National Board of Review; Edward A. Golden, vice-president of Monogram; Rita
Hochheimer, director of visual education
for the

New York State Board of Education; and A. J. Isserman, counsel for

the Consumers’ Union.
The specific tenor of the speakers was
that censorship has no place in the
American, and
therefore, democratic
scheme of things. There was mutual feeling, however, that a form of censorship
as it would control decency and obscenity in films, has a duty to perform.
Golden warned that “if this business
of screen censorship is permitted to spread
as it will if not eliminated, we can look
forward to censorship of radio, the press,
the stage and literature.”
Assailing censorship as “the cancer of
civilization,” he said: “There is not great
opposition organized against film censorship in the film industry only because
the censors haven’t the courage of their
bigoted, narrow-minded convictions. If
they had, there would undoubtedly be a
universal movement to restrain them.”
Brandt said theatre owners are “vitally
interested in the removal of censorship.”
As an exhibitor, he declared it difficult
to reconcile the fact that, while the New
York censor board turned down more than
70 foreign films, these same films were
shown throughout New Jersey where a
censor board does not exist.
That motion pictures, unhampered by
censorship, “are a means of communicating ideas, points of view — philosophical, social, political” was the thought expressed by Miss Hochheimer. “I make a
plea for pictures for the intelligent adult,”
she asserted. “For people like us whose
thoughts are being molded by motion pictures we see, we must have pictures that
are

real, vital pictures with social significance. Not life as it was in the good

old

days,

but

problems

of today — the general

and

vital issues

stuff of our

lives.”

" Conquest " in Loop
Chicago
soon at
Grainger
made the

— “Man of Conquest” will open
the Roosevelt here, James R.
and Herbert J. Yates having
deal during a stopover.
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A BOX-OFFICE SMASH
THAT JUST CAN’T MISS!
JACK

HARROWER,

"Compares favorably with
leading pictures of any
studio."
—

Motion

Picture Herald

★
"Monogram

has followed

'Boy of the Streets' with a
topper."—

Hollywood

Reporter

★
"Exhibitors can start boasting about it now."
— Motion

Picture Daily

★
"Highly

exploitable

good returns."

— Jay Emanuel

★.

for

Publications

FILM

DAILY

JACKIE COOPER
AND

MARTIN SPELLMAN

STREETS
NEW YORK
WITH

MARJORIE
DICK

REYNOLDS
PURCELL

Directed by WILLIAM

NIGH

Screenplay and original story by ROBERT

D. ANDREWS

What They're Down
For at 20th-Fox
(Continued

WITH Loew bookings set in a
number of out-of-town situations and a deal for New York com-

ing up, Monogram's flushes over
"Streets of New York" are mounting. Your reporter-at-large, having
heard about the extent of the excitement, figured it was time to check in.
So he saw the picture and concludes
this:
"Streets of New York'' represents
a high for its producing auspices.
It is a down-to-earth film well produced and showmanly directed by
William Nigh with cast performances
of merit and an unusually compe-

Ohio Humor
The

information

Railroads — New York headquarters
at 1 1 West 57th Street — is seeking
theatre tieups in this country through
numerous travel agencies and is offering travel reels about Germany.
"This motion picture plan is part of
our large spring campaign to advertise travel in Germany/'

states.
Pete Wood

of the Ohio

its letter
ITO

ran

into this and, having a sense of
humor, suggested ironically that
some of his members run the film.
It appears Pete got a few replies.
Samples:
Fred Jones, Ritz Theatre, Parkersville: "Having in mind the action of
the German government with respect to American-made pictures, I
would be very glad to show these
German-made reels and thus do my
share toward helping Germany obtain good American money to spend
for propaganda urging Germans to
spend their money to see Americanmade pictures.”
Herman Linberger,

bus: "Ship me immediately Reel No.
3 showing the green countryside
where the railroad tracks parallel
the concentration camps. I am quite
certain pictures such as this will induce my patrons to spend their vaSam
very

cation in Germany."
Lackowitz, Marvel,

Colum-

In other words, the success-story
formula. But script and direction
do far more for this briefest of narrative outlines than this briefest of
descriptions conveys and they do it
adroitly and well.

business."
Distribution

is in the hands

of a

6)

Text of a letter from Mort Blumenstock in New York to Charlie Einfeld,
then in Hollywood:
This is the funniest thing that has
happened around here in weeks.
Lee Blumberg and his boys were
discussing some exploitation angles
for the "Confessions of a Nazi Spy"
pressbook. All this going on while
the offices are being repainted.
Lee hits on a very strong point and
was debating it with his boys when
from somewhere above him came a
voice:
"Sure, keep dat in. Dere's nuttin'
too tough you can say about them
lousy
Here Nazis."
was a guy way up on a scaffold with a brush in his hand who had
been part of the conference
his realizing it.

without

The same thing happened to Paul
Lazarus. He was telling some of the
boys in his office about a strong line
of copy and a guy on the scaffold,
still shaking the brush, spoke right up
and said:

So, if our campaign on "Nazi Spy"
seems inspired I want you to know
that the painters had a hand in it.

The picture opened

at the Strand

here in Ne.w York Friday. That's the
same day on which Hitler answered
the President's ten-year peace appeal. Now there's an exploitation
stunt.
Mary

Warner

of Altadena,

Cedric

Hardwicke — “Stanley

and

Living-

Sonja Henie — Star in “Everything Happens at Night;” star in untitled mystery
story by S. S. Van Dine.
stone.”
Ken Howell — Pour Jones Family films.
Henry

Hull — “Stanley

and

Livingstone.”

Nancy Kelly — “Stanley and Livingstone,”
co-starred with Henry Fonda in “Drums
Along the Mohawk;” “Red Cross Nurse.”
Peter Lorre — “Woman
in Room
13,”
“Great Hotel Murder” and two more Mr.
Motos.
Myrna

Loy — Co-star

with

Tyrone

Power

and George Brent in “The Rains Came.”
Billy Mahan — Four Jones Family films.
Elsa Maxwell — “Hotel

for Women.”

Maria Ouspenskaya — “The Rains Came.”
Tyrone Power — Star in “The Mark of
Zorro;” co-star with Myrna Loy and

bus: "I think my patrons would be
much interested in Reel No. 2

showing the destruction of the nonAryan mercantile establishments in
Berlin last year. Anyhow, I am
thinking of getting out of the theatre
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tent job of acting by a youngster
named Martin Spellman who gives
Jackie Cooper, the star, a run for
honors, if he does not actually walk
away with them. The yarn deals
with the efforts of Cooper to outlive
his East Side environment and his
newsstand by study for the law and
shaking off the gangster influence
he has to combat before finding
himself uninterruptedly on his way.

"Dat's fine . . . the doity ..."

Star, Colum-

page

Yale;” also in “Stanley and Livingstone;”
“Everything Happens at Night.”

Inter-Office Memo
office of German

from

Cal., and,

obviously and immediately not related nor identified in any manner
with the Warner organization.
Names are apt to be confusing at
times.

George Brent in “The Rains Came;” may
star in “Johnny Apollo,” “Everything Happens at Night.”
George
Raft — “Dance With the Devil.”
Cesar Romero — “The Rains Came.”
Joseph Schildkraut — “The Rains Came.”
Montague Shaw — “The Rains Came.”
Shirley Temple — Star in “Lady Jane,”
“The Bluebird.”
Sidney Toler — “Charlie Chan at Treasure Island,” “Charlie Chan in City of
Darkness,” “Charlie Chan on the 20th
Century Express” and one other Chan.
Spencer Tracy — “Stanley and LivingHenry Travers — “The Rains Came,”
“Stanley and Livingstone.”
Jane Withers — Star in “Chicken Wagon
stone.”
Family,” “High School,” “The Roughneck”
and

“The

Brat.”

Universal Winds
Of Regionals

Up Last

in Frisco

San Francisco — With J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the board; Cliff Work,
studio general manager; Matthew Fox,
vice-president and assistant to Nate J.
Blumberg, president; Dan Kelly, casting
director; John Joseph, director of advertising and publicity; Joseph Pasternak,
Harry

Edington and Walter Lantz, producers, in attendance, William A. Scully,
general sales manager, wound up the third
and last of Universal’s
meetings here.
Plans

for the new

season

three

regional

were

outlined

by Scully and William J. Heineman, western sales manager, and A1 O’Keefe, coast
district manager, also among the speakers. Studio personnel and producers gave
the delegates highlights of what is in store
for 1939-40.
Branch managers, salesmen and bookers from San Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle, Portland, Denver and Salt Lake were
on hand, in addition to James Jordan and
F. Tom Murray of the home office.
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GOV'T FILES PARTICULARS, REVEALS LITTLE;
SEEKS TO CLOAK ITS WITNESSES IN SECRECY
to cite specific instances. When such an
answer was imperative, the government

Action Is in Compliance
With a Court Order
Issued March 7

“did not know.” In this regard, the
prosecution apparently was taking advan-

New York — So worded as to shed no
light on specific cases illustrating the basis
for its monopoly charges, the government
has filed its bill of particulars in the antitrust case and, at the same time, moved
to maintain the secrecy of its witnesses

tage of Judge Bondy’s order which allowed
it to file what it had on hand and to follow up with the balance not less than 20
days before trial. This is construable as
placing the entire case right back on the
laps of the companies. Now that they have
their particulars they must, by law, file
an answer.
They

might

demand

a

verified

bill of

until the far-flung suit comes to trial.
The bill itself was filed in accordance
with an order of Federal Judge William
O. Bondy on March 7. The manoeuvre to
maintain the hidden identity of witnesses

particulars, but Judge Bondy’s order blocks
them there. They might ask additional
time to answer, but the judge has stated
he will not tolerate unnecessary delays.

took the form on an application by attorneys for the department of justice to re-

by so doing it might mean
ly into the hands of the

scind an order of the court’s referring to
the eighth demand made by the majors.
The government had charged “that on
many occasions, too numerous to mention, the producer-exhibitors had forced
independent exhibitors to dispose of their
theatres to them as a result of coercive
methods employed by them.” The majors
had pounced upon this point and won an
order from the court requiring that each
individual case of a theatre, its owner and
the method of coercion employed be
named.
Hint Coercion Fear
The government’s current application,
which will be argued before Judge Bondy
on May 5, states that, if it is forced now
to disclose the names of witnesses before
trial, there is a possibility the defendants
may, by means of their business relations
with these unlisted witnesses, “discourage”
them from testifying at the trial. Alternatively, the government claims these witnesses may testify reluctantly and unwillingly on behalf of the prosecution because of possible promises to favor them
in their relations with the majors in the
future.
Despite the power of the court to punish for contempt any such attempt to intimidate witnesses, the petition goes on
to say, the court would be powerless to
prove anything. If witnesses are to be
handicapped by fear, the termination of
business relations and retaliations, the
government states it feels its case will be
sadly hurt. Paul Williams, special assistant attorney general who is prosecuting
the case, cited an example in an alleged
admission by Austin C. Keough of Paramount whereby that company refused
product to an independent who testified
against it in a similar action. “The entire affair,” declared Williams,” can be
conducted so subtly that the government
will have the impossible task of policing
the entire country to discover attempts at
coercion.”
As to the actual bill itself, a glance
shows the government made no attempt
BOXOFFICE
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References

to Contracts

Disclosing No Names;
Answers General
“knew.” This gives the majors little solace
as it still leaves them in the dark as to
specifically

what

contracts

or agreements

they must prepare to defend.
Only one attempt was made by the government to follow the court’s order to the
letter. This was in the case of stars
under contract to one or more studios at

playing directgovernment in

time. Here the government, admitting its list to be incomplete, cited 14
stars and the companies to which they
had been under contract.
Also listed was 158 theatres in 37 key

that they would tip their hands and disclose what their defense is going to be.

cities, which are claimed to be metropolitan de luxe first runs;. Qf these, it

If they

is stated that Paramount has. 54; Loew’s,
21; 25.
RKO, 25; Warners,.!: 26. and 20thFox

Lastly, they

might

file their

answer

but

file a general denial, the government in that case could, and probably
would, get an early trial.
The bill of particulars, in detail, defined
numerous terms that the trade is familiar
with, such as “first run,” “quality high
grade production,” “preferred run,” affiliated theatres,” “major companies,” and
the like.
Monopolizing and preference were gone
into, and explained, as were contracts and
agreements between the majors which the
government claims as the basis for its
suit.

In no one instance did the government cite contracts. Instead it alleged

that “some are written and some are oral”
but who signed them, when they were
signed, by whom they were signed was always a mystery. The government never

the same

Agreements between the majors for exclusive first runs and the banning of independent and foreign product were other
points dealt with generally.. The time of
the monopoly was also' vague, . with 1918
being given as the starting date and running to the present. .
Continuing in similar vein, the government says there has been a gradual decrease in the number of feature films
since 1916, but it does not know whether
this is pursuant

to any

agreement

(Continued

on

page

26- A)

Gov't Starts "Local Monopoly
Drive; Oklahoma Is First
Washington— Moving to implement its
New York suit against the major companies, the department of justice Thursday filed a petition in equity in the Oklahoma district court, charging four theatre chains and all of the major producers
with unreasonable combination in restraint
of trade.
The

Oklahoma

suit

series of ten or more

is the

which

first of

Assistant

a

At-

torney General Thurman Arnold has announced were under consideration, and
names as defendants the Griffith Amusement Co. and Consolidated Theatres, Inc.,
each operating chains in Oklahoma and
Texas; R. E. Griffith Theatres, Inc., and
Westex Theatres, Inc., each operating
chains in Texas and New Mexico, and
Paramount, M-G-M, Loew’s, RKO, Vitagraph, Universal, 20th Century-Fox Film

or not.

This phrase was repeated constantly. However, the bill sets forth, the decrease has
been due to, and has aided the monopoly,

”

Corp. of Texas and 20th Century-Fox Film
Corp., United Artists and Columbia.
In a formal statement explaining the
reasons for and purposes of the suit, Arnold pointed out that the principal
grounds of action on which the New York
suit is based are that independently owned
theatres are being driven out of business;
the construction and operation of new
theatres is handicapped because any new
enterprise is subject to the arbitrary control of a present existing monopoly; new
or independent enterprise in the production of pictures is handicapped in the same
way

because

the existing combination substantially controls the most important
theatre outlets on a nation-wide scale;
and independently owned theatres are so
narrowly limited in the choice of films
(Continued

on

page

26-A)
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Schaefer, Lesser
Huddle on Deal

Jerry Brandt Makes
Monogram Deal
Hollywood — A
deal is set to be
signed that will bring Jerry Brandt,
son
with

Hollywood
have started

— < Preliminary
between George

negotiations
J. Schaefer,

president of RKO, and Sol Lesser whereby the producer will continue to release
through RKO for a number of years. The
deal will have no bearing on Lesser’s arrangement with United Artists which
calls for at least one picture by Ernst
Lubitsch and one or two a year from Lesser. Lubitsch is a partner only in the
pictures he makes with Lesser.
Now in work is “Way Down South” with
Bobby Breen. Louis Hyman, special
representative for Lesser, plans to take
the print to New York the end of June.
In addition, another Breen picture is due
RKO under the current contract. Lesser
is now making “Everything’s On Ice,”
starring Irene Dare, six-year-old ice
skater, and this most likely will be the
first under the new RKO arrangement.
Further discussions await arrival of
Ned E. Depinet, RKO
vice-president in
charge of distribution, who is scheduled to
leave New York within the next week to
confer with Schaefer on finalizing the
company's annual sales convention, tentatively slated to get under way in New
York, June 19.
William Shapiro, partner of Lesser’s, is
in New York looking over the play market.
He intends to be there another fortnight
before returning for further conferences
with Schaefer and Depinet.

with

New York — Further discussion of the
current plan for the resumption of Hollywood financing of Broadway plays will be
held when the Dramatists Guild’s council
meets Monday. The plan is a long way
from realization since it must meet with
approval of guild membership, Broadway
managers and, finally, the
panies.
It is understood the plan
fective for one year and calls
ing of individual contracts
parties concerned.

major

com-

would be effor the signby the three

Warner Not Adding Any
Spanish Dialogue Films
New York — Warner at the present time
is not contemplating adding any Spanish
dialogue pictures to its program for the
Latin-American market, asserts Joe Hummel, general manager in charge of foreign sales.
Unruffled by the sudden wave of
est in Latin-America, Hummel says
ner has been concentrating on the
American market for the last seven

interWarSouth
years.

“We realized its potentialities a long
time ago,” Hummel explains, “and we always marshalled our best forces where we
could do business.”
If the occasion arises, Warner will meet
every necessity the market requires, he
adds. As far as South America is con-
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the

late

E. B.

Derr,

Joe

Brandt,

Monogram

producer,

the combination scheduled to produce eight features for the Monogram

New Season Selling
Starts Off Slowly
New
York — Notwithstanding conventions held by Warners, M-G-M, 20th-Fox,
Universal and Republic, new season’s selling is off to a slow start locally, according
to branch heads.
Two

reasons are attributed: One is exhibitors are waiting until final phases of
the industry trade pact are cleared up.
The second is the usual annual delay
brought about by failure of distributors to
get together with major and more important independent circuits.
Exchange managers report very few
deals closed so far with exhibitors usually
not affected by circuit negotiations and
which generally are set by this time.
One major company whose convention
was held several weeks ago has not yet set
a definite policy for its salesmen to work
This

is due to the general

Despite the tardiness, neither distributors nor exhibitors are greatly concerned
chiefly because current contracts provide
a flow of product until the end of August.

Execs

to

Atlantic City Regional
Atlantic City — About 120 Columbia
home
office executives, division and
branch managers, salesmen and bookers
from the east will attend the four-day
regional convention opening May 8 at the
Ritz-Carlton here. A. Montague, general
sales manager, will preside and announce
product and sales policy.

Disney Representatives
Arrive From the East
Hollywood — Hal Horne, eastern representative for Walt Disney, and Richard
Condon, publicity manager, arrived here
from New York over the weekend for conferences with Walt and Roy Disney over
forthcoming shorts and feature product.
They

were preceded by Lois Confal, eastern accountant. The trio will remain for
about a month.

cerned, this will depend on the report Karl
Macdonald, Latin-American supervisor,
brings
survey

Los Angeles — With the return of Larry
Kent, FWC
executive from New York
where he conferred with Spyros Skouras,
it is learned there will be no changes in
the clearance schedules affecting the circuit. Kent accompanied Charles Buckley,
attorney and right hand man to Charles
P. Skoura-s, east. They are understood to
have insisted no alterations be made in
clearance and zoning next season.
However, where theatres have cut admissions there will be no change in run,
but availabilities following first runs may
be affected.
Spyros Skouras and Buckley visited
Thurmon Arnold, head of the anti-trust
division under Attorney General Frank
Murphy,

in Washington where it is understood the discussion pivoted about the

local clearance situation, the coast investigation being conducted by Albert Law on
trade practices and also several phases of
the government all-industry suit pending
in New York.
It is further

understood

Skouras

and

Buckley explained to Arnold their reasons
for upholding current clearances here and
that the department of justice has agreed
with them in their contentions. Buckley
is due to leave New York Monday or
Tuesday. Kent plans to return to New
York in about a month to sit in on National
Theatres’
season.

product

negotiations

for

next

sales man-

ager’s plan to wait until the final terms of
try.
the trade pact are adopted by the indus-

120 Columbia

Stay Unchanged

together

1939-40 program. Derr delivered eight
to Monogram for the current season.

on.

Hollywood Backing Plays
Plan Still Being Talked

ol

FWC Clearance to

back Monday after a four-month
throughout the territory.

O'Connor Sees Industry
Facing a Triple Threat
New York — Theatre business is facing a
triple threat starting next week, according
to John

J. O’Connor,

vice-president

and

general manager of RKO’s circuit. Just
back from a cross-country trip, O’Connor
says, “Business currently is holding up
but we do not know what to expect with
daylight
change

saving,

the

World’s

Fair

and

a

in weather.”

Grainger
Kaycee,

in Chicago
Then

and

to Frisco

Chicago — James R. Grainger is here
for a two-day visit and leaves Tuesday
night for Kansas City where he will spend
a day before proceeding to San Francisco
for the final Republic regional which gets
underway May 8.

Two
New
Rome
Altec.

Units to Altec

York — Altec has signed Neighborhood Theatres of Richmond, Va., and the
circuit of Baltimore
vicing. E. O. Wilschke

New Metro
York

for sound sernegotiated for

s "Lambe
—
M-G-M
willth"
distribute
Handle

“Lambeth Walk,” produced
wood studios, England.
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New British Duties

"Appeasement" bg
Italg Is Forecast

Costing $1,750,000
New

York — With

the domestic

New
York — Possibility of ENIC, the
Italian government monopoly, embarking
on a policy of appeasement for a solution
to the stalemate now existing there is ex-

industry

glumly

facing an increase of approximately $1,750,000 in costs as a result of
the new British taxes on imports, foreign
managers here are hoping for an early
clarification of a number of debatable
items.
Considerable doubt is expressed on
chances to lighten the taxes. England is
on a war-time basis and since films are
looked upon as a luxury, the industry will
have to share the burden, an executive
points out.
The new duties are six pence (equivalent to 12 cents in American money) per
foot on first positive or negative film and
two pence for all subsequent copies
whether negative or positive. There is an
additional two pence tax on all separate
sound tracks.
Under the old duty, the American companies payed five pence per foot on negative film and one pence per foot on
positive film.
Included in the new scale of duties and
excise taxes is a .515 pence excise tax on
all film

printed in England. This particular tax will affect newsreels a great

deal.
While
from

the tax on negative film has increased from 10 to 12 cents, it has jumped
two to 12 cents on positive film. As

a

result, American companies will probably resort to shipping over the original
prints since it will be cheaper. This is
expected to work a hardship on the smaller companies which have to wait for the
return of the original before shipping it
elsewhere.
On the other hand, British exhibitors
will probably favor the legislation. Their

chief complaint has been that the American companies ship over a positive film for
trade purposes and a lavender film from
which

good

a duped negative is made in England. Consequently, it has been maintained, the duped prints were never as
as the original.

Kenneth M, Young Is
President of Pathe
New
named

York — Kenneth M. Young has been
president of Pathe Film Corp., replacing O. Henry Briggs. Other officers

are T. P. Loach, vice-president and
urer, and M. M. Malone, secretary.

treas-

During the annual stockholders’ meeting, at which all directors were unanimously relected, the earnings of Du Pont
Film Co. for the first two months of the
year were reported at $155,707 against
about $116,000 last year.
Pathe directors named were Henry J.
Guild, Allan P. Kirby, Robert M. McKinney, Robert R. Young, Louis Phillips,
Charles A. Stone and Young.

Subs
Hollywood

at "Wind"
—

Sam

Wood

Helm
has

replaced

Victor Fleming as director of Selznick’s
“Gone With the Wind” while the latter
takes a “week’s rest.”
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general

pressed by Fred W. Lange, Paramount’s
foreign representative for continental Europe.

Lange,

— Photo

by Arthur

Muray

Joins Dulaycolor —
Aldo Ermini, color film expert formerly with Technicolor and now on the
staff of Dufaycolor. He will be in
charge

of the development and introduction of the process in the film field.

who

docked

on

the

Conte

di

Savoia, says all kinds of rumors are floating around in Paris and Rome. One report which has gained considerable
credence has a commission representing
ENIC visiting this country for a general
discussion of the mutual problem involved.
On this point, Lange hastens to add,
Giacomo Paulucci, head of ENIC, denies
the appointment of such a commission.
But nevertheless, the impression remains
that such a move is likely.
Turning to Spain, Lange says there is
nothing new. The Hays office in Paris is
planning to send a committee composed of
two

or three American distributor
sentatives to Spain to determine

reprewhere

the companies stand in regard to the revenue that has accumulated during the civil
war, he reveals.
This step will be necessary since the
companies will have to invest a great deal
of money to resume operations and are

Monogram Plans
Six Top Films

anxious
Chicago — Six top bracket pictures,
representing an increase of three over the
current season’s schedule, will highlight
Monogram’s 1939-40 output of 54 features, of which 24 will be westerns. Two
Jackie Cooper films and “Murder in the
Big House” were the three top films on
the current program.
The annual production budget will be
increased $1,000,000, it is learned. W.
Ray Johnston, president, will preside at
the convention which gets under way
Thursday at the Drake. Scott R. Dunlap
and

a

group of stars, directors and producers will arrive Wednesday. George
Weeks, general sales manager, is due from
Detroit, where he attended the Variety
convention, Wednesday. Louis Lifton,
John Harrington and Manny Reiner of
the home office are due Tuesday.

Forty Features on New
Columbia Schedule

product are now being discussed in advance of the first regional which opens
next week at Atlantic City.

Discussing
Reich

Germany,

Lange

believes the

needs American product
plement to German pictures.

as a supWhat re-

action the showing of “Confessions of a
Nazi Spy” will have, he does not know.
Lange discloses the majors are still
very

much in the dark on what is happening to their offices and funds in
Prague. Just recently, he says, Paramount sent its European manager, Andre
Olson, into Prague. Olson is the first
outside American representative to reach
the former capital of Czechoslovakia and
his report is awaited with interest by the
home office.
asHis

comment on conditions abroad: “They
look better than they read here.”
Whether he will go to the coast has not
been decided. Lange, however, will not
attend the sales convention since he plans
to return by the end of May.

Paramount

Local 702-Consolidated
Pact Deal Resumed
York — Local 702, of the Motion

after Franco’s victory parade in Madrid,
May 15. According to Lange, it would be
useless to discuss business there until the
celebration is over.

As for the continent generally, Lange
serts revenue is holding up nicely.

New York — Columbia will announce 40
features, 16 westerns and approximately
106 shorts for next season. Details of the

New

No

to know whether it will be worthwhile, Lange explains.
action will be taken, however, until

Effects Deal

With N. /. Associated
Pic-

ture Laboratories Technicians’ union, has
resumed negotiations with Joe W. Coffman of Consolidated for a new pact. The
union recently signed a one-year contract
with De Luxe effective from April 25, 1939,
until December 30, 1940.

New
made a

York — Paramount has finally
deal with Associated Theatres of

New Jersey, buying combine of 14 theatres
headed by Irving Dollinger, former Allied
of New Jersey president. Up until a few
weeks ago the distributor refused to sell
the combine.
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Alike in Mustache

New Legislation Is
Not Disconcerting

Only

London — Staid Britishers took time out from the war jitters to find the combined daily press extending congratulations to a native son in most significant
fashion. The incident that provoked mention in virtually all newspapers was the
fact that Charles Chaplin was observing his 50th birthday, combined with the
fact that he is producing “The Dictators,” combined with the fact that Adolf
Hitler celebrated his birthday but four days apart.
A full-page article in the Sunday Referee is a typical example of the manner
in which editorial writers contrasted the sharply divergent paths from obscurity
to fame that the two men have trod. The banner headline read:

New York — Of the 600 bills introduced
in the 46 states which have held regular
legislative sessions since the first of the
year, 13 affecting the industry have been
passed in ten states. None of these is on

“Two Babies Were Bom Within Pour Days of Each Other Fifty Years Ago.
Today the World Loves One and Hates the Other.”
The writer then launched his story with the following opening paragraphs:

theatre divorcement, censorship, admission or reel tax. Industry observers say

“Fifty years ago today Charlie Chaplin was born. Four days later Adolf Hitler
arrived in the world. Students of horoscopes say that it is this four days’ difference in their birthdays which has made their careers so different.

the

“Oddly enough, both of them adopted the same toothbrush mustache as their
symbol. They are both world famous. Yet their fame and their mustaches are the
only things

they have

in common.”

Wilson Successor
Still Undecided
New York — Australian distributors are
still undecided on the successor to Sir
Victor Wilson, MPDA president, whose contract expires at the end of June, according to Cecil F. Mason, Columbia’s general
manager for Australia and New Zealand.
Considerable speculation has been
aroused concerning the vacancy in view
of the recent restrictive legislation which
has piled up in New South Wales. There
has, been some talk that an American
should fill the spot.
Mason reports the respective governments in New Zealand and New South
Wales have reluctantly entered into the
policy of regulating the industry. He feels
the proper solution may be found in the
distributor-exhibitor committees which
have four members each.
Self-regulation is the answer to the troubles, he maintains, if the various parties
can bury the hatchet. Mason believes considerable improvement will be reflected in
boxoffice returns once the squabbles disappear.
Exploitation and advertising of pictures
is strongly entrenched in Australia and
New Zealand, according to Mason, where
16 per cent of the outlay is used for that
purpose as compared with an estimated
six per cent in this country.
He relates that Australia has a dual
bill policy while in New Zealand single
bills are the established custom. The reason for that, Mason explains, is that in
1919 an influenza epidemic swept New
Zealand and length of shows was restricted by law from 8 p. m. until 10 p. m.
They run slightly longer now, he adds,
with the feature and short subjects but
the policy has proven so popular with
theatregoers that no one has undertaken
to change it.

Tower

Release

Opener

New York — “Double Crime Behind the
Maginot Line,” Tower’s first release, opens
at the 55th St. Playhouse May 6. Other
dates out of town follow immediately.
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$170,000 to Paine
In Erpi Action

Twenty-one states remaining in session
have pending about 325 bills that directly
or indirectly affect the industry. Of these,
California, Massachusetts, New York and
Pennsylvania carry the bulk.
Following is a list of bills which have
passed in ten states:
Arkansas — Legalizing Sunday films.
Delaware — Sunday openings permitted
after 2 p. m. in cities of more than 25,000
population.
Kansas — The elimination of sales tokens.
Maine— Permitting Sunday exhibition
between 3 and 11 p. m.

New
York — Federal Judge John C.
Knox has awarded approximately $170,000 to John G. Paine, suing as assignee
of approximately 100 music publishing
houses against Erpi.
The suit was filed for $211,783, and
claimed unpaid royalties on songs which
Erpi was authorized to use in conjunction
with films.
The publishers licensed Erpi in 1927
and later in 1929 and were to receive royalties on all the songs. The dispute arose
on an extremely complicated portion of
the agreement, as to whether Erpi must
pay royalties on songs copyrighted in the
United States and Canada by the plaintiff’s clients, and which are in the public
domain in Europe, and whether full 100
per cent licensing fees must be paid on
recordings of songs abroad and used only
in several countries and not through the
entire continent.
The first portion of the
the judge upholding the
second the defendant.
however, that both sides

favorable measures passed outnumbered those regarded as unfavorable.

complaint found
plaintiff and the
It is understood
will appeal.

Maryland — Legalizing
Wicomico county.

Nebraska — Anti-marathon

Suit

Martini

bill.

tax on all' forms of entertainment
missions over 25 cents.

with ad-

North Dakota — A licensing authority to
pass on the building of new theatres in
towns
where one or more shows now operate.
Tennessee — Allowing

the

majority

of

citizens of municipalities to approve Sunday shows instead of the four-fifths vote
formerly required.
Vermont — Permitting Sunday shows
after 6 p. m.
Following are the states still in session,
the latest of which is expected to adjourn
early in June:
California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,

March

against “Here’s to Romance,” in which it
was alleged the song, “Midnight in Paris,”
was a plagiarism of the plaintiff’s copyrighted work, “Passa L’Amore.”
Magidson and Conrad had written
and

in

Pennsylvania,

South

Car-

olina, Texas, and Wisconsin. Alabama’s
legislature is scheduled to reconvene July
18 after adjourning in special session on

New York — A $1,000,000 damage action
against 20th Century-Fox, Movietone
Music Corp., Sam and Harry Fox, Sam
Fox Publishing Co., Con Conrad, Herb
Magidson, and Nino Martini, brought by
the Foreign and Domestic Music Corp.,
Samuel Cummins, the Societa Anonima
Musicale Bixio, and Cesare Andrea Bixio
has been discontinued and settled out of
the federal court here.
The suit had sought an injunction

“Midnight in Paris”
sung it in the picture.

shows

North Carolina — Repeal of the Sunday
closing law in Johnston, Hyde and Yadkin counties. Also legalizing of pari-mutuel betting on dog racing in Onslow and
New Hanover counties and an amusement

Ohio, Oklahoma,

$1,000,000 Damage
Over Music Settled

Sunday

had

31, while special sessions
pected in Georgia and Idaho.

Wisconsin

are

ex-

Trade United

Against Film Tax Try
Milwaukee — Concerted

support

by cir-

cuit and independent exhibitors and exchange men in opposition of a bill introduced in the state senate providing for a
tax of $2.50 on each 1,000 lineal feet of
film leased or sold in Wisconsin has been
assured.
In the event

the bill is passed

by both

houses, the taxes would revert to exhibitors, but exchange men have promised to
take action in lining up opposition for the
hearings.
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Trade in Tribute
At Cocalis Rites

Paramount Stockholders'
Suit Drop Is Sought
New

New York — More than 1,500 friends
paid tribute to the memory of Soteros D.
Cocalis, veteran circuit operator who died
at the age of 52 at Mt. Sinai Hospital,
during a high pontifical mass at the Greek
Orthodox Cathedral, Tuesday afternoon.
Burial was at the family plot, Mt. Olivet
Cemetery, Maspeth, L. I. Cocalis had been
ill but a short time. Death was attributed
to an intestinal disorder. He is survived
by his widow, four daughters — Marya, who
is in Greece; Virginia, Ethel and Betty —
and three sons, James, George and Alexander.
The reigning Greek prelate of North and
South America, Archbishop Athenagoras,
officiated. He was assisted by eight
priests. During the services the Royal in
Elizabeth, N. J., the first theatre owned
by Cocalis, was darkened. All other units
in the circuit of 46 houses ceased operation for one minute at the conclusion of
the feature, with a snipe on the screen
explaining the reason.
Five
others

flower

cars

carrying

and

friends

more

than

100

up

the

made

procession. Many of Cocalis’ associates in the industry made the trip to
the cemetery.

York — Contending the bill of complaint failed to comply with rules of civil
procedure which provide plaintiffs must
state causes of action in separate paragraphs, Paramount attorneys have moved
for

a

dismissal of the minority stockholders’ suit filed by Frank Jablow and
Sam Acker. Hearing is set for May 5.
In the event the federal court denies

the motion. Paramount will seek an amended bill of complaint. If this is denied,
Paramount will then demand a bill of
particulars with each charge set forth by
the plaintiffs.

New York — Paramount’s net profits for
the first quarter of the current year were
$469,134 greater than for the same period
last year. For the current quarter ended
April 1, the company’s earnings amounted
to $1,300,000 which included $678,000 direct and indirect interest as a stockholder
in partially owned non-consolidated subsidiaries. This compares with $830,866 for
the first 1938 quarter and this included
from

non-consolidated

subsidi-

funeral

Among those attending the services were
William F. Rodgers, Jules Levy, Monroe
Stein, James J. Thompson, Si Fabian, Bob
Woolf, Spyros and George Skouras, F. J.
A. McCarthy, Ted O’Shea, Edwin W.
Aaron, Louis Frisch, Sam Rinzler, Roy
Haines, Harry Brandt, A1 Suchman, Laurence Bolognino, John Benas, Leo Brecher,
Adam and Peter Adams, Milton Kusell,
Lee Newbury, Dave Levy, Harry Buxbaum,
Joe Lee and Tom Connors.

New

York — Another minority stockholders’ action, the second on record, has
been filed against Paramount, the latest
by Rae Nasoff, owner of 200 common
shares, with Saul E. Rogers as her attorney. The complaint names 31 officers
and directors and Paramount Theatre
Service Corp., and alleges $20,000,000 damages to stockholders since 1935. The suit
is in supreme court.
Indications are the action will be combined with that instituted by Joseph Nemerov of Pollock & Nemerov, attorneys for
two stockholders with 300 shares each.

First Quarter Profit of
Paramount Is Greater

$806,000
aries.

May Combine Two
Paramount Suits

Steinberg, St. Louis; Gilbert Nathanson,
Minneapolis; Elmer Tilton and Harry
Warren, Des Moines and Omaha, and
Robert R. Withers, Kansas City.
Plans submitted during the convention
now are being discussed by the franchise
holders.
Grainger is expected to present the plan
to the western franchise holders at the
coast regional next week in San Francisco.

Among

charges

in the Nasoff

complaint

are: “abandonment of pictures already
under way, inefficient directing, inexperienced and inefficient officers, inefficiency in preparing scripts, stupid purchases of stories, acquiring unneeded
stars” and also that
and Cecil B. DeMille
picture

that

did not

“William LeBaron
never produced a
lose money.”

It is claimed “Hotel Imperial,” designed
for Marlene Dietrich, was never completed and represented a waste of $1,250,000. Also included in the allegations are
“the loss of $1,000,000 in write-offs on
story inventories in 1935-36, and a loss
of $400,000 through the appointment of
John E. Otterson as president.”
Paramount attorneys recently were successful in having the Nemerov action,
which

seeks to have directors and executives, past and present, revert $25,000,000

to the company’s treasury, transferred
from supreme to federal court.

Also Walter Reade. Leo Justin, Andrew
W. Smith jr., Leon Rosenblatt, Bernie
Brooks, Charles Stern, Dave Sohmer, Morris Epstein, Nat Cohn, Louis George, A1
Hovell, Fred Schwartz, John Conway,
Matty Kutinsky, Herman Gluckman, H.
M. Richey, John Bolte, Harry Thomas,
Louis Weber, Jack Bowen, Charles Rosenzweig, Abe Leff, Mike Rudin, Henry Randel,
Sam Lefkowitz, Jack Hattem, Max Felder,
David Weinstock, Bill Sussman and Moe
Sanders.

Republic Is Discussing
Employe Bonus Plan
Chicago — Preliminary plans toward
completing a bonus plan system for employes of all Republic Pictures franchise
holders were discussed at the regional
held here, James R. Grainger, president
and general sales manager, announced.
The plan would be to institute a plan in
all territories similar to that inaugurated
several years ago in the south by Arthur
C. Bromberg in Atlanta and other exchanges where he has the Republic franchise. It was received here with enthusiasm by all of the franchise holders:
Irving Mandel, Chicago; Indianapolis and
Milwaukee; Barney Rosenthal and Nat
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It's the President's Son —
James

Roosevelt

and

Merle

Oberon

London, on Tuesday 'prior to
Haymarket Theatre. Among
bassador Joseph P. Kennedy
George and Queen Elizabeth,
dinner.

were

guests of honor

by RCA

at Carlton

Radiophoto

House,

the premiere of “Wuthering Heights” at the
the notables present at the dinner were Amand many British government officials. King
it appears, attended the opening, but not the
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O’DONNELL left for Dallas, Thursday, and Nate Goldstein departed for
Boston the same day after conferring with
Leon Netter at the home office . . . Milton Maier has concluded his vacation and
is now into the environment of work
again at RKO’s legal sanctum . . . Joseph
Kavanaugh, receiver for the Uptown, Detroit, operated by RKO — and, incidentally,
the same man is receiver for the Downtown, same city, not operated by the
major

circuit — has been in town for palavers with John J. O’Connor and other
RKO home office executives . . . Nat Holt,
Ohio district manager for the circuit,
made a flying trip here on bookings last
week

. . . Lynn Farnol will take the airways to the coast Monday to prepare for
the UA convention . . . Max Weisfeldt is

shouting to the rooftops about Columbia’s
three shorts booked into the Capitol and
the one

at the Roxy

. . . Lya

Lys, War-

ner’s Viennese player, has gone back to the
coast to start work in “Boycott” . . . Barney Balaban, Neil F. Agnew and Charles
Reagan flew to Omaha for the premiere of
“Union Pacific.” Allen Usher, midwest
district manager, met them in Chicago
and joined the party.

Al Zimbalist, Warner circuit exploiteer
in Philadelphia, was in town the other
day meeting old friends . . . Walter Immerman, film buyer for the B&K circuit,
has been here from Chicago on new deals
. . . A. S. Rosenthal, formerly with Republic studios, has opened a tax consultant’s office on the coast. His sister, Ann,
who is an attorney, leaves soon for Hollywood where she expects to rejoin E. L.
Alperson in his new enterprise . . . Henry
Randel, local Paramount branch manager,
intends to spend his vacation in Hollywood after the sales convention, June
8-10

. . . Barney

in the company

and

John

of Adolph

Balaban

seen

Zukor at Lady

Astor’s Hunting Room the other noon and
at a nearby table, John W . Hicks jr. and
Russell Holman . . . Herman Rifkin, Republic New England franchise holder, met
with James R. Grainger, Herman Gluckman. Jack Bellman and Morris Epstein at
the Astor for an informal session.
Fragments

from

the

foreign

depart-

ments: Ralph Doyle, RKO’s general manager for Australasia, is on the Monterey
bound for New York and the convention
. . . One
desk

traveler

is Charles

glad to be back

Roberts,

at his

Columbia’s

home

0 KITE IB • @ PPDC1
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office supervisor for Latin America. He
practically lived out of a suit case for the
last six months while surveying his territory . . . Harry Hunter, Paramount’s Australian manager, who is now on the coast
visiting relatives, gets here about May 10
for talks with John W. Hicks jr. . . . Republic’s vice-president in charge of foreign
activities, Morris Goodman, is now in Colombia on his swing through South America.

Fog held up the Conte

di Savoia and

Fred

Lange, Paramount’s general European manager, for four hours while Al
Deane and George Weltner cooled their

heels on the dock . . . 20 th-Fox’s manager for Japan, Arthur Doyle, docked on
the Coolidge on the coast Sunday and
heads for New York within a few days . . .
M-G-M’s genial Australian manager, N.
Bernard Freedman, leaves on the Normandie Tuesday midnight

.

.

.

Dave

Blum,

Loew’s publicity director, reports his Jersey chicken farm prospering but admits he
could use more customers . . . Tom Mulrocney arid Walter Gould of United Artists
discussing the new British duty tax over
lunch at Dave’s Blue Room. “Just another
headache” chorus they . . . Karl MacDonald, Warner supervisor for Latin America, is due today.
Helen Shaw Lesser is mourning the loss
of her mother, Mrs. Mary Shaw. Another
daughter, Mrs. William Benson Emerson,
also survives . . . Boris Morros is here
again from Hollywood . . . J. J. Milstein,
eastern representative of Edward Small
Productions, is in Hollywood and, of course,
will attend the UA sales convention . . .
George Burns and Gracie Allen are here
from the coast. Vacation stuff . . . Charles
E. McCarthy

is making

large and

import-

ant plans for the premiere of “Young Mr.
Lincoln” at the Fox Lincoln, Springfield,
111., on Decoration Day. Marian Anderson, noted Negro contralto, might not have
been acceptable in Washington,
field appears to be willing.

but Spring-

Bill Rodgers, E. M. and Mrs. Saunders,
Tom Connors, Ted O’Shea, Max A. Cohen,
Jules Levy, Herman Robbins, George Dembow, George Weeks, Harvey Day, Dave
Palfreyman, Rube and Mrs. Jackter, Chick
Lewis, Stanley Hand, Mike Vogel, and Fred
Jurgens were among the New York group
leaving Thursday and Friday for the annual Variety Club convention in Detroit.
Ned E. Depinet was in Oklahoma City and

J 3H1
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Golding

Dear Boss: Just heard of something that should surprise your friend, Neil
Agnew. A Negro woman, Goldie Mills, was slapped by another customer
for laughing too loudly at “Little Orphan Annie," at the Prospect Theatre in
the Bronx. The guy, one Boris Slifkin, didn't think it was so funny and became annoyed. One word led to another so he socked her. Manager Henry
Danenberg called the cops and they hauled the fellow off to court.
Yup, I checked
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Dick Condon and Joe Heppner, the latter partner in Metropolitan Photos, arrive
in Hollywood Monday in advance of the
UA sales delegates. Heppner’s job will be
to make as many pictures as he can at
the convention . . . Morris Carnovsky,
Group Theatre actor, is doing the narration for “The City,” which will have to do
with city planning . . . Gregory Dickson
has resigned from Walt Disney’s staff on
the coast. He’ll probably be heading east
soon . . . Seymour Mayer, Loew district
manager, returns from Miami and Havana
within the next few days . . . Many home
office employes have been down with colds
in the past week . . . Ben Piazza returned
on the Conti di Savoia after seeing the
birthplace of his mother and father for
the first time. He said conditions in Italy
are not conducive to production and Major
Pictures, Emanuel Cohen’s company, is inactive. He’ll be here for a while before
leaving for the coast.

Monroe Greenthal and Al Margolies are
in Hollywood paving the way for the UA
sales convention which opens there May 8
and runs for two days thereafter. Margolies may stay for a week beyond, confabbing with publicity heads of various of
his company’s producers . . . Ralph Rolan,
in from Washington, off again for Memphis this time . . . Bob O’Donnell here
from Dallas. Typical scene at “21”: O’Donnell, Grad Sears, Ned Depinet, Herman
Robbins, Cress Smith . . . Howard Barnes,
film critic of the New York Herald-Tribune, has returned

Doris Le Roy
later joins the
tucky Derby .
the many film
turf classic.
Sam
dozen
Park

Kestenbaum
pounds

from

Hollywood

.

.

.

is here from the coast and
Jock Whitneys for the Ken. . Albert Warner is among
men who plan to attend the

has taken

off about

a

since he took over the man-

ager’s job at Rapf & Rudin’s Gramercy
theatre. And by the by, he has done

a swell job, eliminating dual features and
putting on real exploitation campaigns
. . . Louis Lifton, Manny Reiner and John
Harrington leave Monday for Chicago to
handle advance preparations for the
Monogram convention . . . Harry M. Iverson is the new comptroller at Monogram,
succeeding Ben S. Agren, resigned ... A.
J. Herman, Universal eastern district
manager, has been contacting exhibitors
in Boston and Washington during the past
week . . . Ralph B. Austrian, assistant
RCA vice-president in charge of recording

Kann

Dave

had planned to fly to the Auto City over
the weekend . . . Pete Harrison flew to Detroit and missed a swell pinochle game on
the Detroiter which carried the New Yorkers out for the Variety Club festivities.

it, of course.

"Little Orphan

Annie,"

licenses, is in Hollywood on a general survey of the studios . . . Frank Cassil, president of the Kansas-Missouri Theatre
(Continued

on

page

26-B)

For a critical appraisal of
"Juarez" see page 8.

is right.
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"Juarez”

Opens

on Broadway

John L. Lewis, national labor leader
and head of the C. I. O., with Mrs.
Lewis.

and

Draws

Gradwell L. Sears, president of Vitagraph, Inc., and Mrs. Mervyn Le Roy.
She is Harry M. Warner’s

daughter.

a Noted

Audience

Sidney R. Kent, president of 20 th
Century-Fox, was among the company
heads present. With him is Mrs. Kent.

Jack Cohn, vice-president of Columbia.
His wife was there, if not in the picture.

A Warner group. Left to right: Sam E. Morris, vice-president in charge of
foreign distribution; Major Albert Warner, and Joseph Hummel, general
foreign sales manager.

I. J. Hoffman and Moe Silver, Warner theatre zone managers from New
Haven and Albany.

Part of the throng along Broadway as the formal premiere was about to
get under way. Police were courteous, but insistent, in maintaining an uninterrupted flow of traffic.
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Opening Blast for
"Rose" at Derby
New

York— The

opening

Just $1,000,000,000

gun in the na-

tionwide exploitation campaign for “Rose
of Washington Square” will be fired May
6 in Louisville, Ky„ with the annual running of the Kentucky Derby.
Twentieth Century-Fox will distribute
thousands of roses to the guests at the
Brown and Kentucky hotels to put the
visitors in the proper mood. This will be
followed with the exclusive broadcast of
the event, which

the company

a cost of $50,000. Ted Husing,
nouncer, will give a straight
the race, while A1 Jolson
half of the picture.

tied up

at

sports anversion of

will talk in be-

The

broadcast goes over 93 CBS stations in the United States, Canada and
Honolulu.
Immediately following the air sendoff,
the

picture will be plugged via the distribution of 2,000,000 heralds by 75,000

boys who sell Liberty magazines throughout the country. The heralds will carry a
reproduction of the June cover of Movie
Mirror showing Tyrone Power, one of the
stars of the picture. This part of the
campaign is designed to tie theatres in directly, since there is space on each herald
for local theatre imprint. Details are
being worked out between the McFadden
circulation

department

and

20th Century-

ad sales staff. Charles E. McCarthy, director of advertising and publicity,
will be on hand to see all goes without
a hitch.

New York — Joseph John Davilla
has filed one of the most pretentious suits in recent years in federal
court here asking for damages which,
if proven and allowed, would total at
least $1,000,000,000.
Davilla claims to be the composer
of a song entitled “If I Were a
Spider and You Were My Fly” written in 1918. The chorus of this song,
he asserts, was plagiarized in “The
Desert Song.” An injunction, accounting of profits and $250 for each
screen presentation, radio broadcast,
stage presentation and each record
are asked.
The numerous defendants include
Harms, Inc., M. Witmark & Sons,
Sigmund Romberg, Otto Harbach,
Oscar Hammerstein II, Lawrence
Schwab, Frank Mendel, Warner
Bros. Pictures, Vitagraph, the Stanley Co. of America, the StanleyMark-Strand Corp., RCA Mfg. Co.,
the National Broadcasting Corp., the
Brunswick-Balke-Collender Co., the
Brunswick-Balke-Collender Co. of
New
York, the Brunswick-Radio
Corp., Brunswick Record Corp.,
American Record Corp., Columbia
Broadcasting System, Bamberger
Broadcasting Service, Knickerbocker
Broadcasting Co., Marcus Loew
Booking Agency, W.B.O. Broadcasting Corp., and Columbia Phonograph
Co.

Fox’s

KAO Corp. Annual
To $987,587 April 1

Net

New York — Keith- Albee-Orpheum Corp.
and subsidiary companies show a net profit
of $987,587 for 52 weeks ending April 1.
This is equal to $15.36 per share on the
64,304 shares of seven per cent cumulative
convertible preferred.
For the first quarter ending April 1,
a net profit of $327,186 is reported as compared with $336,594 for the same period
last year.
An annual net profit of $773,729 for the
year ending April 1 is reported by B. F.
Keith Corp. and subsidiary companies. Net
of $218,364 for the first quarter ending
April 1 shows an increase over $196,646
for the same period last year.

Crew's Booth Bill Out
By a Vote of 81-33
Albany — Assemblyman Crew’s two-menin-a-booth bill went down to defeat by a
vote of 81 to 33. The anticipation is it
will not be attempted again this session
although, by a parliamentary rule, his motion to lay the measure on the table was
carried.
Religious groups and small exhibitors
led the protest.
New York — Allied of New York claims
chief credit for organizing opposition to
the Crew’s

26

bill.

RKO Debentures
Deadline Is May

Trade
1

New
York — Under RKO’s confirmed
plan of reorganization, May 1 has been
set for expiration of the period during
which holders of 10-year six per cent gold
debentures of RKO
Corp. may exercise
their election to receive, for each $100
principal amount of debentures, one and
forty-three one hundredths of a share of
new six per cent cumulative convertible
preferred stock of $100 par value.
The plan provides owners of debentures
who do not make such election will receive
one share of new preferred and five shares
of new common for each $100 of debentures.
The corporation and subsidiaries reports
1938 profit of $18,604 after amortization of
leaseholds, provisions for the losses of affiliated companies not consolidated, minority interest and taxes, but before provision for dividends of $297,801 accrued
during the year on cumulative preferred
seven per cent stock of KAO Corp. This
compares with a 1937 profit of $1,821,166
before provision for KAO preferred dividends.

Paramount Americanism
Subject Announced
Hollywood — Paramount will do its share
toward promoting the cause of Americanism in fighting foreign influences. Emerging from a tentative shell of secrecy, William LeBaron states the company will produce “Heil America.” Writers, directors
and cast are not announced.

Goldwgn Complaint
Dismissal Moved
Wilmington — Instead of filing an answer in the Samuel Goldwyn suit, attorneys for United Artists on Friday moved
for dismissal of the complaint on the
ground the action failed to state a cause
of action. It is now up to the federal court
to set a date for arguments. Indications
are the date may be in June. If not this
month, the hearings will go over to the
fall.
Murray Silverstone, executive head of
UA, issued a statement in New York shortly after the papers were filed here.
George Wharton Pepper, former U. S.
senator from Pennsylvania and a member
of the firm of Pepper, Bodine, Stokes &
Schoch of Philadelphia; Robert H. Richards of Richards, Leyton & Finger of Wilmington, and O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery
of New York were the attorneys filing the
UA motion.

Object to Questioning
By a U. S. Attorney
New York — Efforts by Seymour Kreiger,
department of justice attorney, to get
Harry Gold, eastern sales manager for
UA,

to reveal inside information on negotiations with major circuits on product
deals were blocked when Edward C. Raf-

tery of O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery, attorneys for the distributor, objected to
the line of questioning.
Gold and Edward Mullins, local office
manager
have

for the UA exchange, were examined Wednesday and further hearings
been delayed indefinitely due to the

company’s annual sales convention in Hollywood beginning May 8. The indication
is examinations before trial will be resumed in a month.
Kreiger went over the same ground covered when he interrogated other UA executives and the answers were designated
as “opinion evidence.” The questions and
answers revolved on whether or not clearances as they now exist are satisfactory
and whether they can be improved, why
certain theatres are given preference over
others and whether or not UA could make
more money if other methods are adopted; also what constitutes a roadshow, how
admission prices are determined and the
manner in which first, second and subsequent runs are decided.

A Film Series to Trace
History of Industry
New York — The Museum of Modern Art
Film Library will hold a series of daily
programs consisting of 70 films illustrating the major steps in the history of
motion

pictures

as part

of the large ex-

hibition “Art in Our Time.”
The program will mark the 10th anniversary of the Film Library and also
inaugurate the new building of its parent
organization, the Museum of Modern Art
at 11 W. 53rd St., which will be opened
to the public May 11.
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RICHMOND

RICHMOND
has chosen the two finalists
in the “Gateway to Hollywood” search
for local talent, Miss Kathleen Pagan and
Tivis Wicker. These two were chosen by
the judges when they broadcast from the
stage of the Byrd Theatre last Tuesday
night. Judges of the event were Elizabeth
Copeland, film editor, News Leader; Norman Rowe, radio editor, Times Dispatch;
Edith Lindeman, film editor, Times Dispatch and Herbert Rawlinson, screen
player.
Muhleman
builders, were

and
Kay hoe, Richmond
awarded the contract for

the construction of the Glebe Road Theatre, Arlington, which will be operated by
Neighborhood Theatres, when completed
. . . The marriage of Virginia Lee Snead,
secretary to Sam Bendheim jr., general
manager of Neighborhood Theatres, to
Julian ChocJcley of the United States
Navy had to be postponed because of the
fleet being suddenly sent back to the west

W © R IF © IL K

Gov't Moves In on

\K7ITH

"Local Monopoly"
(Continued

from

page

ordered
Pacific.

19)

that

they cannot by competition and experimentation suit the particular tastes of
their communities.
The

objectives

of that suit, he declared,

“cannot be attained so long as there exist
chains of theatres exercising monopoly
power in various sections of the country,
even if the affiliation between such chains
and the major companies is broken.
“If the major producers are deprived
of control over local theatres, they must
have for themselves a competitive market
of truly independent theatres in which to
distribute their product. They must not
be at the mercy of local monopolies which
control the market in particular areas. To
leave the chain theatres in control of the

coast from Norfolk . . . Frank Fowler, Wilmer and Vincent home office, was a recent

market

after divestiture by the major companies would be simply to substitute a

visitor . . . Ralph Binns, Washington manager, Horlacher and Eddie Fontaine, Paramount Washington manager, were also
here.

number

of local monopolies for the national monopoly which now is charged to

Walter Broadwell, poster artist of
Neighborhood Theatres, was to be married
to Miss Shannon Jones of Chase City this
Saturday

. . . Elmer Wilschke, Altec representative from Philadelphia, was in town
recently . . . Morton G. Thalhimer, president of Neighborhood Theatres, has been
re-elected to the board of directors of the
State Chamber of Commerce . . . The new
State Theatre in Portsmouth will be
opened the middle of May by the Levines
. . . Harold Lucas has returned to the
Colonial, Norfolk, as assistant manager to
Stanley Barr.

Government Particulars
In; Little Revealed
(Continued

from

page

19)

because the affiliated theatres exhibit the
larger number of first runs based on the
total output.
Should the government lose its fight in
the courts, it is planned to strike for a
law in Congress giving the anti-trust division more power to enable it to fight
such alleged monopolies and new actions
will be filed as a result, Williams, government prosecutor, so declares. Too much
money and too many complaints have been
registered in Washington to stop now and
the government will keep on until it forces
those concessions from the industry, which
in the opinion of the justice department
will open competition and end monopoly,
he adds.

Get Asiatic Film
New
York — UA
has acquired world
rights except in United States and Canada to an adventure feature to be made
on an Asiatic expedition by Armand
Denis and Leila Roosevelt. The two
sailed Saturday on the Aquitania for
Burma. UA is extending its 20th anniversary drive to July 1.
BOXOFFICE

exist.
Local

the biggest

fleet visit to Norfolk

V in 30 years, the town enjoyed a business boom. “Great while it lasted,” commented local managers after the Navy

Such control would be equally disastrous to independent theatre owners.
monopoly control may be quite as

effective in stifling competition as national monopoly control and at the same
time be more disorderly. It would also
put the producers, who had divested themselves of their theatres, at the mercy of

64 ships out on short notice for the

Competition from carnivals is worrying
local exhibitors. The Managers Association named a committee to look into< the
matter. The committee : Roscoe Drissell,
Pierre Boulogne, Graham Barbee, Stanley
Langhorne
vine. The group

Barr,

city manager,
announced.

Weiford and Eddie
had a session with

Lethe

are

un-

results

of which

Elmore

Heins as chairman of the convention committee for the MPTO
of Virginia meeting here June 12 is busy with

plans.
Recent

visitors

from

the

Washington

Filmrow; Carter Barron, Loew’s division
chief, to chin with Roscoe Drissell; Barney Frank, Universal; Vince Daugherty and
Jack Bryant, Paramount,
rity of United Artists.
Bunk

Wilder,

head

and

of Wilder

Dick

Har-

Theatres,

is reported much improved in the progress of his convalescence in Connecticut.
General Manager Sidney Bowden and
Harry Valentine, advertising manager, are
carrying on for him here.
Gerald

Trout,

assistant

manager

of the

policy of the department of justice “to
focus its actions upon the distribution of

Colonial, has resigned to become advertising manager of the local Sears-Roebuck store . . . The Park Theatre has entered into the good old community spirit

a

by

the local monopoly.”
The new suit was

brought

under

the

product rather than particular individuals,” the assistant attorney general explained.
Outlines Policy Reasons
“The reason for such a policy is that
there are usually a number of groups restraining trade at various stages in the
production or distribution from the raw

sponsoring the Fairmont
gram over radio station WGH

Park pro. . . From

Portsmouth comes word that Levine’s
State is near an opening.

new

eral purpose as the suit in New York, but
whereas the latter is aimed against national monopoly the new case is designed to

materials to final sale,” he pointed out.
“Constructive enforcement of the antitrust laws must be aimed to free the
channels of trade at every stage of the
process with respect to any product. Most
products are the result of a tangle of goods
and services. Many anti-trust violations
are the result of defensive combinations
against aggressive tactics of others. The
moving picture situation contains many
examples of this type of combination. All
must be taken up together to the end
that independent theatres, independent
producers and consumers may have the
benefit of real competitive conditions in

areas in which they operate,” Arnold said.
“In order to effectuate this object a dissolution of the larger chains may be necessary. Accordingly this suit asks that these
defendants be dissolved and their properties rearranged under several separate
and independent corporations in such a
manner as to create competitive conditions

the industry.”
Restoration of competitive conditions in
the industry, Arnold added, may require

and prevent further violations of the Sherman act. It also asks for injunctive relief
directing that the practices which resulted

a re-arrangement of corporate structures
and ownership and since this can be done
only by civil decree, a proceeding in equity
rather than a criminal suit was adopted.
The situation in the southwest at which
the department aims in its new case, it was
disclosed, is only one of many in various
parts of the country, and suit was brought
against these particular defendants, Arnold explained, “only because the investigation involving them happened to be
completed first.”
The Oklahoma

suit has

the same

break local “monopolies” acquired through
the alleged ability of the chains to make
blanket contracts for all the desirable pictures without competing with local independent exhibitors.
“This action seeks among other things
to break the monopoly combination in the

in this monopoly control and its oppressive exercise be enjoined. More particularly, an injunction is asked restraining
the

defendants from jointly and collectively negotiating contracts with the major distributors for the licensing of feature pictures. It also seeks to enjoin the
producers from seeking to license pictures
except

on a local, competitive basis. Finally, it asks an injunction against the

acquisition of additional theatres or financial interest therein by the defendant

gen-
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Senate Eulogy Ties
In With Film

offices on

Bingo Brandt took advantage of his presence at the “Juarez” opening to pre-sell
“The Challenge” to some friends . . .
Charles Bowers has been temporarily
transferred from the managerial staff of
the Strand to the Hollywood . . . The airconditioned Hunting Room at the Astor
offered a respite during the first and
short-lived summery blast ... F . J . A.
McCarthy had George Schwartz, Univer-

Washington — Tribute
railroad construction
Senator
Thursday
preceded
"Union

Vergesslich, former Warner manager in Atlanta, is in town after a long
vacation at Miami, recuperating from ill
health. He has a deep tan and looks in
tip-top shape . . . Eleanor Powell is making personal appearances at the State . . .
Penny

Singleton, the “Blondie” in Columbia’s films with the same name, appeared
at the Criterion in person Thursday and
Friday concurrently with the showing of

"Blondie Meets the Boss” . . . Irving
Greenfield of Loew’s legal department is
spending his weekend at the Jersey shore,
or points nearby . . . Eddie Aaron hopes
to reduce that paunch as soon as the Westchester golfing season gets under way.
And

he promises to go at it with a vengeance. . . Sam Clark, Warner circuit ad
head in Chicago, was in town for a few
days . . . Joe Unger has been making a
tour of Paramount’s southern offices . . .
Ike Libson, Cincinnati RKO theatre partner, has been visiting friends about town.
Park

Central

Hotel

coffee

shop, a customer asked for a “Roger Ferri
plate” and a cup\ of coffee. Curiosity
aroused, Boxoffice’s wandering corresspondent looked into the matter and discovered the dish co?isists of scrambled
eggs mixed with hash brown potatoes.
Further examination revealed the 20thFox’s dynamic editor of the Dynamo is a
man of simple epicurean tastes. Scrambled eggs and hash brown make up a
major portion of his diet when he eats at
the Park Central. That’s how
blueplate named after him.

Roger

got a

Vince Trotta, Paramount art director,
is back at his desk after spending a few
days in Cleveland . . . Herbert Wilcox and
Anna Neagle are among the film folk in
town . . . William V. Rowland left Sunday for Mexico . . . Cliff A. Schaufele has
been

promoted to manager of the Majestic, Hornell, N. Y. . . . Henry Rappe and
Ben Mancuso of Cosmo-Sileo did most of
the background photography for the pre-

from
by

R. Burke
the

one

Pacific"

of Nebraska

floor.

day
in

the

The

and

does not plan to return to his headquarters until May 4. Meanwhile, he is
writing friends in New York about the
swell time he is having taking the baths
. . . Eddie Schnitzer spent the early part
of the week at Albany and Buffalo . . .

speech

premiere

of

Omaha.

Senator

Burke's home city is Omaha.
Marking the opening of a

four-day

Leon

from

the excitement,

advises

the new

ar-

rival’s name is Susan Judith and she’s
7iow home in her new surroundings . . .
Arthur Willi, RKO talent scout, is back
froin his souther?i trip in connection with
“ Gateway to Hollywood” . . . Adolph
Schimel, Universal attorney, also is passing out the weeds now that he and Muriel
— that’s his wife’s name — are selecting
cradle finery for the seven-pound fiveounce girl, whose name is Jane and who
arrived at the Lenox Hill Hospital, April
22 ... L. W . Conrow, Altec president, has
returned from a fortnight in the south . . .
Jascha Heifetz is back in Hollywood after

26-B

now

Charles Buckley, Fox West Coast executive, managed to visit his family at Spring
Valley during his visit here on business.
He spent inany uyinters and summers at
the New York summer resort before moving to the coast . . . Virginia Cherrill, now
the Countess of Jersey of London, is here
on a visit a7id meeting old friends . . . S.
Charles

Emfeld

has gone

back

to the coast

7iow that “Co7ifessions of a Nazi Spy,”
“Juarez” a7id "Dark Victory” have debuted
on Broadway . . . Benjamin Glazer still
aroimd the coast and still lookhig over the
plays . . . Barney Balaba7i and Stant07i
Griffis are back from the studios full of

standard again. Doctor’s orders to the
contrary have been x-escinded ... Si Seadler’s gout is with him again and so is the
twitting of vax’ious of his friends on that
account . . . Arthur Mayer is interested in
Colonial trimmings when he can find
them closer to his farm at Mount Ivy,
N. Y., than Williamsburg, Va. . . . Metro
plans to ship Bob Montgomery to London

.

.

. Harry Kalmine deserted the Pittsburgh zone for a few days while checking
up on vaudeville and band names here . . .
Alice Faye and her husband, Tony Martin,
vacationing at White Sulphur Springs, W.
Va„ will be back in town again for the
premiere of "Rose of Washington Square”
at the Roxy, May 5 . . . Stephen Slessinger,
publisher’s representative, has left for the
coast with the manuscript of Zane Grey’s
new novel based on the life of George
Washington . . . Tom Walker, Hal Roach’s
eastern representative, leaves for Hollywood, May 4, to attend the UA convention
there . . . Sidney Piermont of Loew’s home
office booking department returned from
a weekend in Cleveland where he saw
Judy Garland open. The M-G-M star has
city.
gone back to the studio from the Ohio

Louis Nizer is author
which have just made

of two pamphlets
their appearance.

One is “The Right of Privacy” a?id “Hew
Principles of the Law of Radio” . . . Al
Steen of the Film Daily staff is the father
of a boy. It’s his second child, which makes
it one of each sex . . . Alice Faye attracted

who ivrote the script for “East Side of
Heaven,” are here on home office visits
preparatory to the start of the next Edgar
Ber gen-Char lie McCarthy and Bing Cros-

recuperating

and

A1 Sherman’s diet has netted him ten
pounds to the good in the last few weeks

Edward Theatre and co-managing director of the Birch-Carroll and Coyle circuit
of Queensland, Australia, will swell the
Australian contingent here in May.
after

G-Man

Para7nou7it’s

only mild attention at “The Boys From
Syracuse” the other evening . . ..David
Butler, director, and William Conselman,

Frisch,

former

a concert tour to finish his role in “Music
School” for Sam Goldwyn.

liminary research on “Confessions of a
Nazi Spy” which opened Friday . . . Dan
Carroll, managing director of the Prince

Emanuel

G. Turrou,

on a lecture tour in connection with “Confessions of a Nazi Spy” already has visited
Cleveland, Mansfield, Lima, Akron, Washington, Pittsburgh, Johnstown, Utica and
several other eastern cities, appearing before civic and business groups.

pushed a key at the White House
which commemorated the inaugural of
the Omaha
celebration.

George Weeks, Ted O’Shea, H. M. Richey,
Max Cohen, Milt Kusell and E. Thornton
Kelly formed a festive board.
Joe

Edward

on next season’s production and distribution plans . . . Earl Hines, Roanoke, Va.
exhibitor, is vacationing at Hot Springs

to pioneers in
was
paid by

celebration of "Golden Spike Days,"
President Roosevelt on
Wednesday

sal’s Philadelphia manager, in tow . . .
Joseph Bernhard, Sam Morris and Moe
Silver made a trio . . . Lou Weinberg,

at the

Paul Graetz plans to return to Paris
sometime next week. He has been conferring with Columbia executives and
Budd Rogers, his American representative

24)

Ass’n, recently visited the home
trade practice reactions.

Up

of town. Mrs. S. is recuperating nicely,
tarium.
following
an operation at the Leroy Sani-

by for Universal. Next year’s stuff . . .
Grad Sears is back after a few days out

plans

Bill Rodgers

for the 7iew season.

is back

on

the

cigarette

to star in “The Earl of Chicago” and “A
Busman’s Holiday.” This, incidentally,
scotches those scattered rumors around
the town last week or more that M-G-M
might discontinue production in London.
“With three hits in a row, why should
we?”,

is how one company
swers the reports.

executive

an-

Jack Skirball was in secretly over the
weekend 071 a perso7ial matter . . . Joe
Rosenthal has returned from a quick trip
to Mo7itreal where he pmch hit while Arthur Hirsch was visiting friends here . . .
Louis Geller’s brothers, Max axxd George,
both de7itists, have opened offices at 521
Fifth Ave. . . . Charles L. O’Reilly has 54
soft drhik co7icessions at the World’s Fair
. . . “Lep” Friedma7i returns from the
coast about May 10 and C. C. Moskowitz,
7tow in Hava7ia, is due back three days
ahead, which means Wednesday or Thursday . . . Nicholas M. Sche7ick is slated to
return from Miami in a few days . . .
Murray Bracker, formerly with Kay Kamen, is 7iow ivith Paramount as Harry
Royster’s

assistant.

James R. Grainger left over the weekend for California to join H. J. Yates who
arrived there Sunday . . . Joan Bennett
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flew in from the coast to appear on the
Orson Welles air show Friday night. She
left for Hollywood Sunday . . . Returning
from a visit to the RKO
studios, Jules
Levy,

general

sales manager,

says

within

the next six weeks such pictures as “Virginia City,” “Memory of Love,” “Little
Mother,” “Five Came Back” and “Career”
will be ready for distribution. He is now
in the throes of setting sales convention
plans . . . Louis Lifton is in a veritable
dither setting plans for publicity breaks
on Monogram’s convention which gets under way in Chicago, Thursday. As usual,
when a convention of this company’s is
held in the Windy City, Henri Elman
stages a swell party . . . A1 Rosen, who
plans

to produce “The Mad Dog of Europe” is in town arranging financing.

L BONDY,

Bros, theatres and others. Syracuse, Buffalo and points west are on his itinerary.
Bondy is the son of Judge William Bondy
. . . Jack Bellman, Republic eastern district sales manager, visited the local exchange. No official word was forthcoming
on reported changes in New York State
franchise holders, but Filmrow buzzed with
stories.

The percentages sought by Republic from the franchisers are said by
outsiders to be the nub of the situation
. . . Kingsley Ryan, Ausable Forks and
Keesville exhibitor, ankled Film Alley for
the first time in some weeks . . . Another
Allied leader of this territory calling on
the exchanges was Mitchell Conery of the
Conery

circuit, Ravena. “Mitch” is regional vice-president, while “King” is a
member of the grievance board.

More Draft Study;
Basic Terms Stay
New York — Following an all-day meeting at the Astor with sales managers, attorneys for distributors now are studying
recommendations made by Harry Brandt,
president of the ITOA, and various other
independent exhibitor groups, on the trade
pact.
Again it is emphasized there will be no
changes in the basic terms of the draft,
but it is only a matter of language revision
to meet the approval of exhibitor groups
which aided in negotiating the pact.

Jerry La Rocque of the Shadowland,
Warrensburg, and Harry La Mont of
I.O.O.F. Hall in Berlin, were mountain
town exhibitors rounding the film offices
. . . Morris Shulman, owner of theatres
in Clark Mills, Vernon and Inlet, was
down, too. His house in Inlet, a summer
resort spot, is not yet open . . . Neil Hellman, associated with his father in the
Paramount and Royal, Albany, traveled up
the Row to arrange bookings for the Fifth
Avenue, Troy, starting May 12. Heilman
Corp. will assume control of this 1,200seat subsequent run on May 1, it is said.
The Rosenthal Estate has operated the
theatre. It is reported the Heilmans will
close for 10 days while making changes.
The

William F. Rodgers, general sales manager of M-G-M and sub-committee chairman on the trade practices, left Thursday
for Detroit where he had several business
appointments and where he attended the
annual Variety Club convention over the
weekend. Other well-known New Yorkers
likewise attended.

ITOA

Stand Clear ; Await

Distributors on Pact
New

York — That

“the

ITOA

stand

is

clear — we are waiting for the distributors,”
was the sentiment of the organization at
a regular meeting at the Hotel Astor when
questions arose relative to the trade practice draft. The ITOA has declared itself
agreeable to the draft in principle, but is
withholding a definite commitment until
four points, three of them pertaining to
arbitration, are clarified.
A few theatre owners admitted their
managers have been approached by the
Theatrical

Managers,

Agents

and

Treas-

urers’ Union, which is seeking to unionize
managerial personnel. The thought was
expressed that such a move might prove
embarrassing to theatre owners because it
would be difficult to strike an average wage
scale for managers.
A spokesman

said negotiations

with

Lo-

cal 306, projectionists’ union, over new
terms and working conditions, had reached an impasse because the union has refused to appoint a committee to arbitrate.
BOXOFFICE

New York independent distributor, was here contacting Warner

house was refurbished
down last summer.

during

a close-

Film salesmen report that the concrete
block work for the 750-seat theatre being
built by the Kallett circuit in Pulaski,
on the site of the house destroyed by fire
several months ago, has been completed.
Three shifts are employed, the goal being
a June 1 opening. The new theatre probably will be the finest between Syracuse
and Watertown. Fortunately, there were
only 16 patrons in the old house when
fire started underneath the stage about
6 p. m. They left on seeing smoke, but,
strangely, the operator did not learn of

the blaze until the screen had been burned, it is said. Opening of the front doors
created a draft which fanned the flames.
Another spaghetti eating contest was
pulled by George Seed, energetic manager
of the Colonial Theatre, Utica. The first
one created a barrel of laughs, according
to an eye witness, Dick Hayes, Paramount
salesman . . . Milton Kusell, Paramount
district manager, called on Clayton Eastman at the local office . . . George Stanton is refurbishing Burt’s Theatre in Luzerne, a lower Adirondack summer resort
town popular with Albanians. Reseating
is part of the job . . . Samuel Fine of the
Rivoli, Troy, was a Filmrow caller . . .
Parke Agnew and Bill March, traveling
M-G-M
auditors, visited the local office
. . . Boys on the Alley are getting out
their golf clubs for weekend games, now
that spring is here. M-G-M
claims the
championship five-man team, based on
last year’s scores. Team consists of Ralph
Pielow, Gene Vogel, Herman Ripps, Bill
Gaddone and Claire Avery.
Add

Gloversville, N. Y. — Mr. and Mrs. Louis
Schine headed the list of 100 who attended the annual formal party of the Schiners, social organization of circuit employes
at Newman’s, noted Saratoga establishment, Saturday evening, April 22. William E. Benton, of Saratoga, associated
with the Schine brothers in the operation
of several northeastern New York theatres,
was on hand for the affair, a merry one
running into the wee’ sma’ hours.
Bill Kraemer, Schine booker, chairmanned the arrangements committee. His
brother, connected with Columbia’s home
office in New York, was one of the faraway guests. A. H. Van Deusen, assistant
manager

and booker of RKO’s
change, was another guest.

Albany

ex-

car drivers:

Benny

a voice that builds goodwill

Dare,

20th

for the com-

pany . . . Schenectady theatres are baiting kid patronage at Saturday matinees
with westerns, serials, etc., and gifts. Lincoln advertises “Big Party — Gifts — Free
Candy.” Mount Pleasant offers “Free Photos and Candy to All.” Cameo, “Giant
Gift Matinee.” American, “Free Candy.”
Rivoli, “Free Airplane Buttons at Matinee” (theatre ran first episode of “Flying
G-Men,” last week). The Strand, “10 Lone
Ranger Sweaters, Free at Matinee Show!”
(“The Lone Ranger Rides Again” on the
bill). The Plaza opens at 11:30 Saturday,
screening five cartoons before regular show
begins.
A photo in the Times-Union showed Moe
Silver, Warner theatre upstate zone manager, at the speakers’ table with Mayor
John Boyd Thacher, Leon Turrou, former
G-man; John J . McCann, president of the
Albany Advertising Club, and George Williams, Times-Union managing editor, at
the Ad Club luncheon addressed by Turrou. Another picture was that of comely
Mrs.

Employes Organization
Hosts Louis Schines

new

Century-Fox salesman, and Margaret Hawkins, Republic booker . . . Inez Denning,
of Columbia, is another Filmrow girl with

Silver, wearing a striking hat creation. More than 300 attended the affair

. . . Warner’s advertised a “money-back”
guarantee at the Strand for “Dark Victory” . . . Bernard Kranze RKO Albany
manager, met Eddie McAvoy, eastern sales
manager, at Syracuse and accompanied
him to New York for the weekend.

Siegel of Republic Goes
East lor New Talent
Los

Angeles — M.

production

head,

J.

Siegel,

left for New

Republic

York,

Fri-

day
for a month’s
to hunt takes
talent night,
and stories.
E. H. stay
Goldstein
charge of the lot in Siegel’s absence.
Herbert J. Yates, board chairman,
announces that no change in studio personnel is contemplated. He plans a substantial increase in budgets for the new
season.
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Pennsylvania Taxes Out,
But Trade Bills Roll On
jyjANY local exhibitors have been
placed in an unpleasant dilemma by
the city charter committee which wants
them to run a short on the proposed new
charter. The exhibitors hate to appear to
be unsympathetic with the aims of the
committee, but at the same time don’t
want to let controversial political stuff
get into the theatre . . . Clark Films are
building four new vaults to take care of
increased business . . . Bob Snyder, of J.
H. Hoffberg Co., has just been made a
father — after 20 years

of marriage,

Neufeld reports. “Delivery
Horlacher,” Oscar adds.

not

Oscar

made

by

The Nixon-Grand is closed after four
unhappy weeks. It opened with a policy of
10 cents to 6 p. m., 20 cents thereafter .
Then it changed to 10 cents all day. Now
Joe Wiener has locked the doors . . . Lou
Goodkin, Benson, has his kid in the hospital getting separated from his appendix
. . . Ed Lerman has left Affiliated, taken
a fob at Harry Fried’s Seville, Bryn Mawr
. . . Warren J. Hahn is a new Affiliated
manager . . . Edgar Moss, 20 th-Fox, back
in tovm after a cruise around the circuit
. . . Harry T. Jordan, Trans-Lux, was host
to Percy Furber, president of the TransLux Corp.

Club at
Detroit.

the

national

convention

in

Crime fiction and gangster films lead
youth to crime, Rev. Bernard C. Farley,
Eastern Penitentiary chaplain, told St.
Joseph’s College . . . Original Walt Disney
cartoons are selling here for from $5 to
$50, says Art Dealer J. L. Sessler . . .
Attendance at Variety Club Tuesday stag
nights is bigger than in years . . . Chaney
and Fox and Itona Bradley were the honored guests at the Variety Club the other
evening . . . Vince O’Donnell, RKO, off to
Scranton on business . . . And Al Zimbalist, Warner, hopped off to New York.
Frank

McNamee,

RKO,

had

golf pros

and

sports writers over to see a screening of a new series of sports shorts . . .
The Phillips brothers want it known that
Irving is taking over the Park by himself,
and Morris is not involved . . . Oscar Neufeld’s Kathryn Case will soon appear in
Raleigh cigarette ads . . . Increased demand for foreign pictures in this territory
has led to visits by representatives of New
York companies. Here last week were Joe
Burstyn, of Mayer and Burstyn; Barry
Barrison, World Pictures, and Bob Snyder
of J. H. Hoffberg.
Eddie

Charlie

Cohen

and

A1

Rothberg,

Penn

Theatre Equipment, announce they’re
combining their store with the building
next door . . . Sam Lefko, RKO, was one
of an international group of ten winning
$125 awards in the “March of Time” contest . . . Affiliated is reported planning to
add two new houses . . . The industry
mourned with Joe Forte, Sherwood, at
the death of his wife. And with Sylvia
Nyden, Fox, at the passing of her father
. . . Local

Monogrammers are packing enthusiastically for the international convention in Chicago this week. Making the
trip will be Sam Rosen, branch manager;
Bill Porter, office manager, and the salesmen, Sam Palan, Charlie Hite and Moe
Sherman.
Birthday

presents

for the first half of

May are due the following: Mae Finlayson, Monogram, on the 5th; Mary Meadowcroft, Republic, on the 1th; Claire
Fineman Segal, Republic, on the 10th, and
Lillian Gimbel, UA, on the 15th. The girls
say they won’t accept automobiles or
yachts, but will take jewelry and fur coats
. . . Showmen Clubbers raised the roof and
knocked holes in the floor at their spring
dinner-dance at Palumbo’s. Allen Lewis
and Ben Biben arranged the bang-up affair . . . The Grand National office is all
spruced up waiting for the picture to
come.
Tillie Grisbord
called

is humming

a little song

“Here Comes the Bride.” She becomes one May 6 . . . Sam Rosen, Mono-

gram, put on a screening of “Streets of
New York” for the board of magistrates
and the municipal court probation officers.
The
M.

week before he had the crime prevention bureau and police officials . . . E.
Horwitz and Jack Beresin are the official representatives of the local Variety

26-D

Gabriel, Capitol Films, is negotiating with Clark Films to have it handle several releases . . . Will Goldberg was
in town for a visit to his studio; laid plans

Philadelphia — Film
easier as reports from

men are breathing
Harrisburg indicate

no new taxes this year, which means theatres won’t have to face the various admission taxes that have been proposed.
But there has been no let-up in the
stream of bills affecting the industry in
one way or another. Newest ones have to
do with Sunday shows. One bill would
ban them altogether. Another would permit local option to continue, but would
forbid the admission of children under 15
on Sundays.

B IU IF IF A IL O
^RANSFER
of three Shea circuit leases,
on the Century, first-run downtown
house; Bailey, East Side community house,
and the Riviera, in North Tonawanda, to
the

Nikitas Dipson-Basil Brothers interests is announced by Max M. Yellen, executive of Greater Buffalo Theatre Corp.,
owner of the Century, which was built in
1921 for the Loew circuit. It has been

operated

by

the

Shea

organization

for

about

ten years. The change includes outright purchase of the Bailey Theatre
building, which in addition to the theatre

has ten stores and a second-floor bowling
alley. Operation by the new interests is
scheduled to begin August 1. Beyond confirming that his company’s leases will expire July 31, Vincent R. McFaul, president
general manager of Buffalo Theatres,

for repeating Paderewski’s “Moonlight
Sonata,” when the Polish pianist plays at
the Academy of Music . . . N. T. G. is expected in from New York to look over

and

talent for his World’s Fair show . . . Ben
Shindler, Wilmington, will mark his 25 th
wedding anniversary May 14, with a big

The Century is a 3,000-seat house, and
in recent years has been the action picture theatre of the Shea circuit, generally
double features. The Bailey has 1,900
seats and the Riviera has 1,400. Yellen
said the Dipson-Basil organization is planning extensive changes in the Century.
Addition of the three houses will give the

affair.
“The Crisis,” unusual picture detailing
the seizure of Czechoslovakia, is now being
booked by Warner all through its circuit.

Quarterly 20th-Fox Net
Reaches $1,224,250
New

York — Twentieth Century-Fox reports a consolidated net of $1,224,250 for
the 13 weeks to April 1, comparing with a
net of $1,641,537 for the corresponding period of 1938 and $1,748,374, exclusive of
dividends of $882,000 from National Theatres, for the final quarter of last year.
The current net is after allowance for federal taxes and does not embrace
dends from National.
After

allowing for
ments, the profit for
represents earnings of
on 1,741,986 shares of
ing at April 1.

Cash

or New

Offered

any divi-

preferred requirethe initial quarter
50 cents a share
common outstand-

Debentures

by the Warners

New York — Expiring Warner debentures
will be redeemable in cash June 29 or holders may exchange them for equal principal
amount new debentures maturing in 1948
provided the exchange is indicated on or
before June 28. The retiring debenture
issue falls due in September.

Inc., the Shea
clined comment.

operating

company,

de-

Dipson-Basil group a circuit of 18 in the
Buffalo area. Realtors estimated that the
purchase involved about $260,000.
The Temple, new
Pulaski, will be ready

Kallett house in
about May 12 for

its opening . . . The Kalletts have reopened their Long Lake house and are
reported contemplating building in Old
Forge

. . . The Martina brothers have reopened the Friendship Theatre, Friendship, for Saturday night shows . . . The
Rochester Palace, closed about six years,
has been reopened as the Sun, by Joseph
Woltenbein, formerly a projectionist at
the Hudson . . . Harold Raives, son of Sol,
widely known Rochester exhibitor, has
been made booker for 15 Schine theatres,
including those in Buffalo, Rochester, East
Rochester,
cuse.

Fairport

and

Alexander

the Palace,

Syra-

Agents

New
York — Ansel C. Knowles and
Adolph Haas are in charge of the local
Alexander Previews which has delayed its
selling start on trailers until May 15. A
special housewarming with invitations to
exhibitors will be held in the Film Center, where the office is located, May 13.
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IF THERE

ARE

ALWAYS

VACANT

SEATS

IN

YOUR

SHOWHOUSE...

von need an L-O-F Theatrefront
Unless you’re the only "movie” for miles
around, you’ve got to fight for your share
of the crowd.
Good pictures alone won't win "turnaway” audiences. Your theatre must
stand out — must have the light and color
and swank that reaches out and attracts
the crowds.
Alert

It must

theatre

be a stopper.

operators

smart,

Vitrolite, Vitrolux
almost unlimited
design

OF

A

and

modern

are

ensembles

of

lighting

that

the showmanship

attracts

and

theatre-goers.

Being entirely glass and metal, L-O-F
Theatrefronts do not rust, rot or decay.
There is nothing to peel or require paint.
And they may easily be kept
years at lowest maintenance
up

crowds.
colorful

to

win

your

like new
cost.

share

of

for
the

Find out how easily an L-O-F
Theatrefront can be designed to

suit your needs and installed in old or
new construction. Send for latest litera-

and Extrudalite offer
latitude for colorful

interesting

are alive with

eye-appeal

Dress

everywhere

increasing audience-appeal with L-O-F
colorful Theatrefronts of Glass & Metal.
These

They

ture and the name

effects.

of a nearby

L-O- F dis-

tributor. Libbey -Owens-Ford Glass
pany, 1310 Nicholas Bldg., Toledo,

ComOhio.

MODERN

Theatrefront
VITROLITE— the

color-

ful structural
for

easily

and

VITROLUX
L*0*F
tempered

glass

cleaned,

ern wallfacings,
interior.

—

mod-

exterior

the

new

color-fused,
plate

glass

luminous
color,
and illumination.

for

signs

EXTRUDALITE

—

modern
L-O-F
rative storefront

decometal

with

patented

minimizes

glass

L O

PLATE

F

famous
and

Make

sash

the

that

breakage.

GLASS

for finer

—

finish

clarity — for
undistorted window displays.

certain your Vitrolite installation is made

by a Franchised
dealer .
•
• #

L-O'F

For Mirror s, L-O-F Pla f e
Glass , clear or in colors .
For Lighting , Vitrolux
color -fused,
Plate Glass.

tempered

LIBBEY
Visit the Libbey -Owens-Ford Glass Exhibit, 1939 Golden Gate International
Exposition , on San Francisco Bay .

•

OWENS

•

FORD

Theatrefronts
VITROLITE

•

VITROLUX

•

EXTRUDALITE

Is This Happening

To You?

Fine new equipment has "partner" for Rotary
Stabilizer
amazing new Shock-Proof Drive!
So much emphasis has been placed on sound by
Hollywood movie men that far-sighted exhibitors can
no longer overlook the necessity of modern sound
equipment.
Movie makers are concentrating on sound because
the public demands good sound. And the public naturally patronizes the theatres that provide it.
Your theatre can offer movie-goers the world’s finest
sound— if you equip it with the new RCA Photophone
Magic Voice of the Screen. You can do this at a price
within your means. And your increased audiences will
soon put that price — and more — back in your box office.
In more than 5000 theatres the Magic Voice of the
Screen is proving a smart investment, hailed by exhibitors as a real money-maker. And now RCA Photophone offers you a new Magic Voice — equipment
even better than its popular predecessor — a Magic
Voice which offers you more important features than
any other sound equipment in the world!

Only the New Magic Voice of the
Screen Offers all These Features!
This

splendid

new

stant film speed
Better

sound

means

better box

office — and

RCA Photophone’s service organization
in which you’ll be interested.

RCA

tubes

mean

has a low cost theatre

better sound.
service plan

to the famous
new

Magic

convenience,

equipment

by adding
Rotary

Voice
new

gives

Stabilizer!

brings
added

you full assurance

the amazing
you

Besides

new

reserve

new

Drive

this great feature, the

styling, new

power

of con-

Shock-Proof

and many

protection,

new

other outstand-

ing proofs that it’s the best value you’ve ever seen! Ask your
RCA Photophone representative for complete information.

OBSOLETE EQUIP
MENT
YOU

COSTS
MONEY

IN MORE
THAN

WAYS
ONE!

_ __ _

I

m

M> M
■m
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Theatre

men

from

coast-to-coast

are

writing such letters
as these about
T&

AMERICAN

L

Interior view from front of the Fox Theatre, Sterling, Colorado
showing American Bodiform Chairs

orm

Interior view from rear of the Roxy Theatre, Fargo, North Dakota
showing American Bodiform Chairs recently installed
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Pioneers and pacemakers in theatre, auditorium, school, church,
stadium and transportation seating
Branch Offices and. Distributors in Principal Cities
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MODERN

1 rarely reads an advertisement, seldom investigates either claims or specifications and buys

purely on blind faith and big promises. He's now pretty
much in the minority and his ilk is passing rapidly.
Number 2 is more canny. He looks sharply for and
demands product guality at HIS price. Failing to drive
HIS bargain, he falls for substitution, often suggests it
and thereby gets done in by his false sense of thrift.
Number 3 is the smart buyer. He reads his tradepaper regularly, listens politely to sales argument and
does his own probing for guality. Thus bargaining intelligently for what he knows he needs and giving the
seller a fair break, he seldom gets burnt. His group is
growing.

54

Shaw

•

Published

cor-

THEATRE

A ruling passion to deprive the other fellow of a fair
profit seldom completes a satisfactory deal from the
standpoint of the buyer who really wants quality.
Therefore, it behooves every exhibitor to know all there
is to know

about what he's about to buy.

In urging reliable manufacturers to advertise and
inform you in advance regarding the guality and use
values of their products, we aim to steer
this industry around the rocks of substitution and sophistry that usually attend
a cut-rate transaction.

should be addressed to Publisher’s Representative, Harrison Toler Company,
332 S. Michi-

gan Ave., Chicago,
tive, A. J. Stocker,

111., or

Sports

(2) The "Scotch" Variety, and
(3) The Sagacious Group.

3G

By A. G. Ashcroft

the Site of an

(1) The Good

M. Moore

How to Judge Quality in Carpets
for Theatre Service

By Angus

As their own purchasing agents, theatre owners may
be pretty accurately classified into three main groups:

to

Eastern

9 Rockefeller

Plaza,

RepresentaNew

York.
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E
THE growing confidence of many theatre owners and operators as expressed in current construction and institutional modernization is an indisputable

sign of faith in the future of show business. Despite prolonged growing pains, idle
dissipation; real and imaginary ailments
within an industry that develops hypochondria with too little provocation, theatre property modernization moves steadily ahead.
In no more forceful manner can faith
in the perpetuation of any industry be
confirmed than by capital investment.
Money invested and credit being extended
in new theatre buildings and equipment;
renovation of old properties is concrete
evidence of abiding faith in the future
of filmdom.
Examples of this inspiring confidence
are many. Each new theatre built; every
modernization project completed stands as
a material contribution to our industrial
security. Significantly, too, construction
and property improvements continue in
spite of certain upsets in trade relations
inter-fraternal arguments that frequently bob up to momentarily impede
the normal progress of the moving picture
industry.

V
more

definitely assuming the moral
sponsibilities ofproperty ownership.
A

This

Noteworthy

exceedingly

re-

Example

hopeful

outlook

on the

future

of picture show business is brilliantly reflected in the new theatre project we have selected for illustration and

comment herein. In all respects it is typical of the industry-wide trend that inspires thoughts of progress and permanency— and incidentally, of profits and
prestige for theatre owners.
Upon its completion in December (1938),
the new Center Theatre, in Durham, North
Carolina, was dedicated to the public by
the following pronouncement of policy so
intimately

expressed

in

its initial pro-

gram :
“The new Center Theatre stands, a
monument of beauty in architecture, devoted to civic and community interests
and

pledged

to a policy of the Best in Enterainmet. . . The Center represents
our faith in the future of Durham. It
represents another institution which we

and

The self-reliance of the exhibitor so
evidently shown in country- wide structural activity is indeed most reassuring.
It means that the theatre owner is now

A shimmering white facade in streamlined
design, equipped with all modern facilities
for forceful advertising at the point of
sale. Durham’s new Center Theatre exemplifies progress in modern cinema planning.

A gracefully winding stairway to the balcony in the new Center. Railings are of
aluminum in velvet finish. Fine carpeting and many other functional provisions
are featured in this view.
hereby entrust to your care and which we
sincerely dedicate to the pleasant task of
making life more cheerful. ... If we
succeed in spreading happiness to you and
yours in the months and years to come,
we shall deem our reward sufficient and
ourAnvision
well justified.’’
inspection
of this fine new cinema
designed by Architect Earle Stillwell for
North Carolina Theatres, Inc., promptly
adds

force to the foregoing public proclamation. In it every possible provision has
been incorporated for the comfort and
convenience of patrons thus to perpetuate
“the pleasant task of making life more
cheerful” for Center patrons. E. H. Geissler, construction engineer for Wil-Kin Theatre Supply Company, of Atlanta, Georgia,
supervised the decoration and installation
of equipment and furnishings in the new
Center.
Durham, North Carolina, it might be well
to explain, has a population of 70,000.
There are six theatres in the city proper,
besides one in a nearby mill village and
another on the campus of Duke
sity. The university has a student
approximately 3,500.
Descriptive Details
The
North

Univerbody of

new Center, with a seating capacity of 1,325, is owned and operated by
Carolina Theatres, Inc., a unit of

Wilby-Kincey Theatres. Two other popular Durham theatres, the Carolina (1,700
seats) and the Rialto <700 seats) are
also owned and operated by this company,
all under the resident management of
Noble

Arnold.

The

new

Center

has a cor-

ner location facing one of the city’s main
thoroughfares in the business section of
Durham.
The high points of House Appeal in the
design, formation and furnishings of the
new Center are many. It is a highly

The MODERN
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functional theatre in which architectural
form and good taste in furnishing are the
predominant factors. The illustrations afford some idea of the beauty and efficiency
evolved through the careful selection and
effective application of modern materials,
both outside and within this exceptionally
fine new theatre.
The entire exterior
is finished in white

of the new Center
stucco, moderately

streamlined and cleverly designed to present an interesting view from three directions of traffic. A fluted facade rises
above

the round boxoffice, which is located at the exact center of the corner

intersection of the two streets. Convenience of access is pronounced. A three
directional 3-line attraction board using
silhouette changeable letters, together with
well-placed illuminated poster displays,
provides
cilities.

excellent

outdoor

advertising

fa-

The round boxoffice is made of solid
aluminum with velvet finish and all frames
are of the same material. Walls of the
entrance lobby are of cream colored glass
with black glass bases. The ceiling of the
marquee is of porcelain.

Looking from the balcony stageward

gives

an idea of the beauty of the Center’s auditorium. Attention is focussed on the
screen, as it should be. Air inlet grilles
are located inconspicuously in the ceiling
scallops which are provided for improvement in sound reception.
dimmers which blend
other continuously.

one

color

into an-

The “Center” signs on the front and
two ends of the marquee are studded with
twinkle lights. The attraction boards are
designed for the use of silhouette letters
ranging in size from 16-inch down to
6-inch and the display sign is bordered
with amber neon with comers in blue
neon. All lights on the display sign are
fixed, with the name sign twinkle lights
providing the only animation.

Further evidence of House Appeal is to be
noted in this view from the main stairlanding toward the mezzanine immediately above the commodiously equipped foyer
in the Center Theatre, Durham, N. C.
A star design on the sidewalk which
forms the floor of this lobby, centering
beneath the boxoffice, is in four colors,
red, blue, black and magenta. Two glass
doors at the left of the main entrance
lead to the Negro balcony and a boxoffice
for colored patrons is located inside this
entrance.
A grille at the rear provides intake for
air conditioning. A small section of the
air conditioning evaporating condensers
may be seen on the roof at the rear in
the illustration of the new
elevation.
An

Outdoor

Center’s

front

Attraction

The marquee and display signs present
a striking appearance during the daytime
as well as at night. On the marquee, playing on the face of the building at night,
are eighteen 1,000-watt
ber and red. These
BOXOFFICE

floods in blue, amare on automatic
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Upon entering the theatre, the patron
is instantly impressed with the excellent
taste and well-pronounced functional form
and furnishing that prevails throughout
the interior. One of the outstanding features of atmospheric effect coupled with
a most practical provision for customer

Cover Illustration
Fine carpeting in a special design
created by the architects forms the base
of a decorative motive in this modern
theatre lobby. A sectional view of the
outer lobby and mezzanine approach to
the Berwyn Theatre, at Berwyn, Illinois. Pereira & Pereira were the achitects. The colorful pattern design of
the carpet was carried to the walls in
a particularly pleasing effect by Hanns
Teichert, theatre decorator. Correctly
applied lighting and conservative functional furnishings add further to the
establishment of a receptive mood for
entertainment. (Photo by Hedrich-Blessing Studio, Chicago).

convenience is the main staircase leading
to the balcony. Here the gracefully curved
rail of aluminum construction in a new
velvet finish provides for two-way traffic.
Of particular interest also are the two
full mirrors on the stair-landing and a
glass brick panel indirectly lighted from
the rear with reflectors.
Another view looking from the main
stair-landing toward the mezzanine discloses further ingenious planning and provision for patron convenience. Below this
position one may see a portion of the
commodiously arranged foyer. An alcove
is located at the right and at the left of
the landing are to be seen the entrances
to the men’s lounge. Tire ladies’ lounge
and cosmetic room is at the left of the
men’s

quarters. Aside from the main fixtures visible on the mezzanine and in the

foyer, all light sources are concealed. The
entire area, including the stairways is
luxuriously carpeted in modern pattern
that harmonizes beautifully with the decorative scheme. Drinking fountains and
the staff club-room are also located on
this mezzanine floor.
Attention Centers on Screen
Looking further from the first balcony
one receives an impressive view of the
auditorium, in which attention is focussed
by decorative and lighting effect on the
proscenium. An admirable setting for the
picture has thus been contrived. The interior is finished throughout with acoustical plaster with ledged or scalloped surfaces in the ceiling and walls to provide
sound reception as nearly perfect as it is
possible to make it.
The decorative scheme of the auditorium
is simple but effectively interesting in
every particular because of the judicious
application of indirect lighting channels on
the side walls. These channels are equipped with 3-watt lamps with reflectors and
amber lenses. The channels are also
equipped with 25-watt frosted lamps. The
frosted lamps and the reflectors are on
separate circuits and each is connected
(Continued on page 42)
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By Ansel M.

TIME and again the editor has urged

us the vital point that a continuance of our current state of employment rests largely on our ability to
“dig up’’ and disburse new angles of
thought for the indulgence of our readers.
Under such unremitting pressure we are
kept pretty much on the alert for situations that may have some bearing on the
economics of theatre building, provisioning and maintenance.
Our effusions are always somewhat ambidextrous in the sense that we may find
occasion to lay siege to either one or both
sides of a situation as we find it or as
it may strike our own fancy. Usually, we
try to hue to the line of logic. Frequently,
we are constrained to consider and comment on the ethics of transactions as well
as principles involved in the merry whirl
of trade. Obviously, the chips must be permitted to fall where they may. We speak
plainly — in print, or otherwise.
upon

The

Problem

Presented

In this instance, we direct our attention
to a peculiar situation that has long baffled us. To come now abruptly to the
point, we may as well put the problem
that has puzzled us in the form of a question. Thus: Why do so many theatre owners either encourage or permit the use of
cheap linings beneath their carpets?
To get at the foot of this prevalent practice which so directly affects the life and
therefore the cost of theatre carpeting, we
recently made some inquiry. Our search
for facts to form the basis of our final
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conclusion led us in several directions.
First to the carpet mills, next to the manufacturers of carpet linings, thence to the
dealers and carpet contractors and finally
to the consumers themselves. Our findings, in composite, are as follows:
That carpets and rugs used in the modem theatre need more to be looked upon
first as contributions to the atmospheric
or decorative effects of the establishment,
and second, as a pure and simple matter of
dollars and cents invested. In this secondary phase we find the source of the
situation to which we refer.
So far as the decorative angle is concerned, the choice of floor coverings is
largely a matter of personal preference and
taste limited by the initial budget available. Actually, it is possible nowadays to
get a most satisfying color and decorative effect in carpeting of any reasonably
suitable grade.
The dollars and cents factor, however,
resolves itself into a problem that is altogether different. Anyone who is about
to buy new carpeting or rugs for theatre
service is bound to come to the conclusion,
if he will but investigate, that the actual
cost of the carpets is not their initial price
but their cost per year.
A $2.00 per yard fabric that wears four
years means an actual cost of 50 cents per
yard a year; one at $4.00 a yard that lasts
ten years costs 40 cents a year, and so on.
This is the simplest sort of grade school
mathematics and anyone can understand
it. But there is a catch to it— which is that

can tell just how long any particular grade of carpet is going to wear.
Cause

and

Effect

In the process of buying carpets, it is
but fair to assume that the theatre man
will do his best to see that his quotations
from competing floor covering concerns
will be on a reasonably equal basis so far
as grade or type of fabric is concerned.
A reputable floor covering house will try
to see that this grade is not allowed to
sink below the danger line for public
service. However, when it comes to the
carpet lining, we find our peculiar situation. And it is one in which we believe
everyone will benefit by plain speaking.
A theatre carpeting job is generally
spoken of in the floor covering trade as
a “contract job” and as such it is the
object of most intense competition. Theatre men naturally welcome this because
it assures them of low prices. But during
the past several years, this intensity of
competition has definitely worked to the
disadvantage of theatre men in one very
important respect: It has led to the general practice of quoting carpets laid over
the cheapest possible linings. Floor covering men do not favor this but often
it is forced upon them.
Now, while carpet linings make up but
a small fraction of the cost of the job,
this much is literally true: The actual
dollars and cents value of the lining to
the theatre operator is just as great as
that of the carpet itself. Perhaps this
sounds like an overstrained comparison,
but in reality it is an understatement.
For it is a fact, well established by experience and technical tests, that a given
piece of carpet will wear more than twice
as long when laid over an all-hair cushion compared with its service if laid on
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the bare

floor. It was

this fact that

led

to the widespread adoption of hair cushioning for carpets many years ago in place
of the
linings.

old

fashioned

cotton-and-paper

In appraising the situation from an outsider’s point of view, let us not impugn
the motives of anyone concerned. It would
be more kindly to sum it all up by saying

The subsequent introduction of cheaper
imitations and clever simulations of animal hair linings caused great confusion
among users of carpets and rugs. For

that the temptation to tamper with quality has affected carpet linings similarly
to other commodities used in theatre outfitting. While the seller must share responsibility with the buyer for mutual
transgressions, the latter unfortunately

one

must

Buyers

Become

Confused

thing, the producers of cheap paddings fostered this confusion by dying the

vegetable fibre to look like real hair — a
deception which became highly effective
on competing jobs. As a result, the buyer
did not know what he was getting —
whether it was all vegetable fibre or 20
per cent hair or what.
Furthermore, the buyer was confused by
the fact that cheap paddings when new
are as soft as a genuine all-hair cushion.
Of course, the vegetable fibre soon lost its
resilience and, by packing down hard,
lost its ability to protect the carpet
against wear — but that was a future hazard
which only too frequently was outweighed
by the small saving in original price.
And to make matters worse, the packing
down of a cheap cushion takes place so
gradually that it escapes notice until too
late and the damage appears suddenly on
the surface of the carpet. As a matter of
fact, not one carpet user in five hundred
ever takes the trouble to look and see what
actually has happened to his carpet
ions under service conditions.

cush-

Due to these things coupled with the
straitened financial conditions of many
theatres during the depression, cheap linings were widely used. The temptation to
try cheapness was too great. Too great
for the contractor who was hard pressed
by competition. Too great for the purchaser who consoled himself with the idea
that “here’s my chance to save some
money unbeknown to my patrons.”
But now that some years have passed,
the reactionary results begin to appear
and the tide is turning. The recoil is
apparent in many recarpeting jobs, because it is now revealed that in the cheap
vegetable fibre or mixed hair-and-jute
paddings users are getting practically the
same kind of short-life performance they
received from old fashioned paper lining
before the advent of the all-hair carpet
cushion.
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pay the fiddler.
The Mystery

than ten years’ service in an ordinary
apartment (not a public place). This lining is less than half of its original thickness and now so hard that when rapped
with the knuckles it sounds like a board.
When the carpets wore out, the padding
was

useless and new lining had to be purchased. As a result, the management is

layinglining.
all new
hair

carpets

over

genuine

all-

Fortunately, however, we see signs of
improvement. Manufacturers of modern
materials are no longer concealing quality
from the consumer until after the virus

3. Main lobby of the Palace Theatre, in Chicago, showing original carpet
and carpet lining laid more than 14 years
ago. This amazing service record for a
carpet in the heaviest traffic spot of the
theatre indicates the enormous increase in

of price competition has been introduced
to the victim. Quality is not only being

wearing service all-hair lining lends to the
carpet. The higher priced padding has

proclaimed. It is being explained, logically, to the consumer.
Through the courtesy of Clinton Carpet
Company, of Chicago, whose product

paid for itself many times — yet is still gcod
as new, and when the carpet finally does
wear out, it will not need to be replaced.

Subsides

“Ozite” is familiar to millions, by reason of extensive national advertising, we
are permitted to make an illustrative comparison of the performance of two grades
of carpet linings under a-ctual service
conditions. The pictures presented here
are

scene shots from a new talking picture recently produced by this manufacturer for use in sales training among floor
covering salesmen and for general public
enlightenment on the service values of
carpet linings. The release of the film is
so recent that these pictures have not
heretofore been published in any form.
We

substantiate our recital with a reproduction of these very interesting pictures, which are numbered to conform to
the following descriptions:
No. 1. Carpets in a typical apartment
of a Chicago apartment hotel — all worn
out after less than ten years of semi-private occupancy. These carpets were laid

No.

No. 4. Another view in the Palace Theatre, Chicago. Original carpet cushion,
laid 14 years ago in the heaviest traffic
spot in the main lobby. Still soft and
resilient as when new — despite daily traffic of thousands. The lining stays soft
because it is made entirely of animal hair.
Pinched between the fingers as illustra.ed,
it springs back to form instantly.

Lining Test
Readers
and

who

who

contemplate

may

he in doubt

advisability

of laying

new

recarpeting
as to the

carpets

over

old linings are invited

to send

swatch

lining fabric

The

of the present

to

Modern Theatre Information Bureau for a free test. A prompt report

over jute carpet padding, which (see picture No. 2) became completely packed
down like a board within a few years.
In the corridors of this same hotel, the
carpets were ruined at the end of about
five years for the same reason. All new
carpets are now being laid over genuine
all-hair lining, due to the unsatisfactory
experience with padding made of vegetable
fibre.

will be made

No. 2. Showing how the jute cushion
has become packed down hard after less

Chicago,

and

a small

on

serviceability

the quality, condition
of your

old lining, to-

gether with recommendations

as to its

further use or replacement in the interest of protecting your investment in
new carpets. Address your inquiry to
THE

MODERN
THEATRE
INFORMATION BUREAU, 332 S. Michigan Ave..
Illinois.
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By A. G. Ashcroft*

THE recent increase in the number of

groups organized to furnish consumers with more and better information
on consumer goods is merely one indication of a trend and development which has
taken place during the past few years.
Consumers in all directions are demanding to be educated to make proper choices
between products of apparently similar
value. Obviously, in the matter of theatre
equipment and furnishings, quality is importantly associated with investment and
profit. The theatre owner or manager, the
individual responsible for the purchase of
carpet, is a special consumer who must
correlate quality with several factors.
Among these are color, design, house appeal, maintenance . . . but most important
of all . . . wear.
Consumer

Consideration

Not so many years ago price alone appeared to establish quality. If you paid a
lot of money for an item, it was supposed
to be good. But today, these price differences are much smaller, and the consumer needs to be well-informed before
buying.
Manufacturers are well aware of that
fact. Most of us have noticed the technical or scientific slant in certain advertising campaigns. Hardly a day goes
by without an advertisement with a scientific approach. Marketing studies, like
those of the General Motors Research
Group for example, inform purchasers of
automobiles on the relative importance of
* Product Engineer, Alexcmder
Sons Carpet Company.
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of a section of the surface or pile

quality
fairly
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it looking
soft
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pile.

down)

of

Unfortunately, the products of the textile industry are not as well formed for
this type of consumer analysis as are
those products of an electrical or mechanical nature. Soft floor coverings have in
addition to the structural characteristics
which give luxuriousness, softness under
foot, and acoustical values, their intangible
quality characteristics involved in color
tones and patterns. Carpet manufacturers
have also a peculiar consumer tradition to
overcome.
Misconception

of the oldest traditions, and perhaps the most difficult to change, is the
belief that the type of weave represents a
measure of quality difference in floor
coverings. Years ago this may have been
a fact, but in the light of progress made
in construction variations, changes in mill
processes, development of textures and
many technical improvements, weaves no
longer represent a measure of quality.
The terms Chenille, Wilton, Axminster
or Velvet mean absolutely nothing in an
estimation of quality value. Evaluations
are made by newer methods. These methods are not simple, but on the other hand
they are infinitely more accurate and
leave less to chance.
The purchaser of carpets for theatres or
any public building where traffic is exceedingly heavy, is most concerned with
the durability of the original appearance
and the wear life for the investment.
When the number of persons walking on
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A significant fact developed by the
wear-testing research of the past few
years is that the durability of a carpet’s
pile surface to wear is affected more by
the density or compactness of the wool
in the pile than by any other single structural factor. To illustrate this: If one
carpet has twice the height of pile of another, it may wear twice as long; but — if
a carpet has twice the compactness or density of wool per cubic inch of pile, tests
have shown the wear life to be four times
as long. As a buyer of floor coverings you
estimate density by pressing down on the
pile, and obtain a relative measure of
compactness in this simple way.
In our product engineering we have developed carpets especially designed for
theatre requirements. One of the best
known of these is named Crestwood, of
which there is more yardage in general
use in theatres and public buildings the
country over than any other single carpet
quality. Its success in actual use under
every drastic condition of foot traffic has
corroborated the facts determined by research.
Accompanying this article is a series of
macro-photographic studies which indicate visually the relative compactness and
surface appearances of certain types of
carpet. These photographs will show factors of carpet quality that the human eye
cannot see. In each of these groups of pic-

Figure

surface of Crestwood carpet. Note the compactness and the number
of the wool fibers. This

note

carpet.
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will

axminster

loose,

straight

small quality characteristics involved in
seat room, types of brakes and various
mechanical developments.

a carpet in a year approaches 500,000 to
1,000,000, as it does in many theatres, the
resistance of the pile to rapid wear is an
important technical approach that establishes quality.
Leading carpet mills have spent a great
deal of money in the development of a
force of chemists, engineers and scientific
equipment capable of research and study
of this and similar problems. Thus the
guess is eliminated in quality evaluations.
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Figure 5. A
cross-section of Crestwood weave.
Note the compactness of the wool fibers and the
density
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Examination

Figures 1, 2 and 3 show views down into
the pile or surface of the carpet, from
above. The compactness and closeness and
number of the wool fibers woven into the
Figure
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tures, Crestwood figured carpet manufactured for theatre use is shown in comparison with other types of carpet.
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Figures 4, 5 and 6 show cross-sections or
“edge-wise” views. Note how sturdily and
straight the wool fibers appear, like so
(Continued on page 51)
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the few open
formances.

By Angus

backing shots had demanded the work of
twenty-four weavers for five weeks. And
then, in March, 1927, when the rug was
laid at the Roxy, began a twelve-year answer to the vital question: “How will it

this “colossal” rug, created for the foyer
of the world’s then largest theatre, Samuel
Rothafel’s “Roxy” in New York City.
The mastodonic masterpiece weighed
two tons and measured 41 feet wide by
58 feet long. Into its inch-deep pile had
gone eight and one-half million double
tufts of fine imported wool. Forty miles
of surface chenille strips and 160 miles of

For the Roxy rug had a terrific grind
wear?”
to face, an intense magnification of the
wear and tear which comes to every rug
or carpet, especially those in theatres and
other public places. There were days, for
instance, when as many as 35,000 people
would cross and recross the rug within

born back in 1927, twelve years

Supreme

of the Roxy’s per-

Some 245,000 patrons a week would scuff
their soles across its wool surface, grinding into it tons of dirt and grit, day after

W. Clarke Jr.

ago, the world’s largest oval rug ever
woven on a power loom. Even the
hyperboles of the theatre world were no
exaggeration of the size and character of

T WAS

hours

Test

Starts

day throughout the showman’s relentless
and unending 365-day year. Could any soft
surface floor covering “take it” under such
treatment? Time alone could tell, and the
real question was, “How long?”
Despite the considerable expense which
Roxy had put into the purchase of this
gargantuan rug, he expressed himself at
the time as feeling that the giant would
pay for itself in a year, provided it lasted
that long! The design of the rug, its impressive size and its rich colorings added
to the appearance of the Roxy lobby as
could no other single item of furnishing.
Into it had been woven a unique design, featuring in symbolic forms the microphone and ether waves, the renowned
activity of “Roxy and
gether with the Rothafel
arms, animal forms and
theatre’s decorations in
motif. Everyone agreed

His Gang,” tofamily’s coat of
the theme of the
Hispano-Moorish
that the scheme

was “just right for the Roxy.”
On March 10, 1927, the doors were
thrown open and the grinding onslaught
began. Within seven weeks one million
people had crossed the rug, crowding into
the 6,200 seats for three to five performances daily. The filth of late winter gave
way to the wet of spring rains, but admissions didn’t fall off and the rug took
the resulting punishment unflinchingly.
Those who viewed with interest both the
rug and the traffic began to say, “Roxy’s
right: a year’s
enough.”Surprise
A First-Lap
Then came the big surprise. A year wore
itself out, but the huge rug did not. Cleaning staffs alternated with customer traffic
and the rug, responding nobly, looked like
new. Legend began springing up about this
wear-defying woolly giant. Among the
stories told about it was the one which
persisted that every six months the rug
yielded 6,000 wads of chewing gum. Such
tales may have been partially or wholly
untrue, but there was no denying one
fact: The Roxy rug was withstanding the
milling, gruelling grind of merciless traffic
(Continued on page 46)

The

Rockettes, a group of the Roxy’s glamorous girls, add a few graceful figures to
the design of the giant chenille rug in the
rotunda of the famous Roxy Theatre.
Twenty-five million people have crossed
this rug since it was laid in 1927. More
than a billion and a half footprints passed
over it before it was decided to replace it
with a replica. A new rug is now being
woven. (Photo
Mills, Inc.)
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contemporary theatre carpet patterns today. Eye appeal, decorative harmony and
tread softness are the plus wear characteristics of 1939 theatre carpets, the majority of which have been designed for
mood conditioning in its most resourceful
form.

HOUSE APPEAL “under foot” is now

more generally
showmen as a
ness promotion with
tary effect on public
favor is to be found

appreciated by smart
shrewd piece of busia particularly salufavor. For in public
the fountain source

of steady patronage that backs up the
house despite derelict pictures and devious
other counter-attractions that cause boxoffice receipts to bob up and down.
Long ago fine carpets and other forms
of decorative floor covering for theatres
ceased to be considered a luxury by showmen who have investigated and found that
their several functions properly exercised
actually tend to create new patronage and
keep it flowing steadily day in and day out.
It is a peculiar trait of humankind to be
impressed and pleased or displeased by
what it is permitted to walk upon. The
magic of fine carpet seems to strike a responsive chord as a definite appeal to the
ego of human nature. Which probably accounts for its most useful and prolific
function in the lobbies, foyers, restrooms
and auditoria of our modern moving picture theatres. To walk on an expanse of
rich floor covering creates a thrill and a
sense of importance that appeals to the
elite and the poor alike.
Since the beginning of time it has been
considered a regal privilege to place foot
upon soft and resilient rugs and runners.
The effect of fine floor coverings today is
no less exhilarating to human interest
than it was in the days when carpet weaving was confined largely to the demands
of dynasties.
Carpets for theatres have a vastly more
important function than that of decoration or merely serving as a softener to the
tread or as a counteractant to noise and
confusion in the theatre. This aesthetic
factor may be correctly described as “Mood
Conditioning.”
In the few minutes that elapse between
the time a ticket is purchased at the boxoffice and the patron becomes seated,
there exists an unusual opportunity to cultivate institutional prestige for the theatre. Within that brief space of time, the
mood for enjoyment of the program can
be either increased many times over or
completely checked out.
House Appeal has much to do with the
creation of a receptive mood and attractive floor coverings contribute more
liberally to the mood than many of us
imagine.
Designers and weavers of theatre carpets have not lost sight of the “floor
show” function in producing the other important phase of theatre carpeting quality— wearability. Theatre floor coverings
must withstand terrific wear.
Tasteful modernism is the motive of all

Illustrated:

A

currently

popular

line of

theatre carpets. Reading top to bottom:
(1) Lea) design — tans and rose red. (2)
Tan sprays and scrolls on textured blue.
<3> Fern design — ivory and tans on rose.
(4) Moderne design — ■ tans on rust. (5)
Moderne scroll design — tan, rust, gold and
black. (6) Lea) design — ivory, rust and
tan on brown. (Courtesy Alexander Smith
& Soils Carpet Company) .

A wide scope of selection is possible in a
more restricted price range, since experience of the past has proven conclusively
that the cheaper grades of floor covering
materials are especially unsuited to the
several unique functional requirements of
the modem theatre. Yet in the present
price range, a theatre owner can find
more real value in carpeting for his theatre than ever before.
The intrinsic value of new theatre carpet numbers now on display is pronounced.
It is not only to be seen in the snappy new
patterns on exhibition, but quality is actually evidenced in the feel of these specially
woven fabrics under foot.

WHY

MATTING?

By the correct installation of floor matting, dirt brought in on the feet of incoming traffic can be confined to the area
underneath the mats at the theatre entrance. It is a well-known fact that dirt
which is noticeable on the floors beyond
the immediate entrance does not come in
through windows or air vents, but comes
up on the feet of incoming traffic.
This dirt is whirled into the air by the
heating or ventilating system and clings
to the side-walls and ceiling, making it
necessary to redecorate more often. By
the proper means of dirt elimination at
the theatre entrance, maintenance cost can
be greatly reduced.
Secondly, for safety’s sake, it is absolutely necessary to eliminate insofar as possible the danger of patrons’ slipping on
wet or smooth floors. An accident resulting from someone’s slipping on the floor
creates public ill-will and often the expense
of a costly litigation. This danger can be
practically eliminated by the installation
of properly constructed mats equipped with
the correct type of bevelled nosing on the
sides and ends.
Thirdly, attractiveness is very essential
to a theatre entrance or lobby and by
using colored mats two purposes are fulfilled: Modernization and additional appeal to the interior color scheme. The use
of colored mbber matting is the trend of
the times. Original designs can be worked
out, also, which will cause favorable comment and afford many features heretofore
impossible to obtain by the use of matting.
The main reason theatre property owners have not used sufficient matting to
remove dirt in the past was because of the
unattractiveness of old style mats. Now
they find they can use sufficient matting
and have additional attractiveness in the
lobby or entrance as well. Moreover, if the
floor itself is unsightly and not worth the
expense of refinishing, matting can be put
on top of it, using attractive color to fill
both purposes with one low cost.
The MODERN
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To

the

left, one

Heywood’s

new,

of

low-

priced, volume-production
chairs. This design, O.C.
625, has a sleek, swanky
aisle standard.

Below,

one

of three

backs

available

new

Heywood

on

the
low

priced chairs. This style
has a
turned - over,
protective back panel.

GARDNER
MASSACHUSETTS
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Still Another Sign of Faith
in the Future of Filmdom
(Continued

from page 33)

to individual dimmers.

By this arrange-

ment, efficient control of both “picture”
lights and house lights is possible. With
two spot-lights that illuminate the ornamental plaster on the wing walls on the
house light circuit, a pleasing effect is
produced when the house lights are built
up gradually. The stage curtains are of
hand-painted plush.
A pipe organ with thirteen sets of pipes
is a special presentation feature at the new
Center. The instrument is spotted from
overhead during performances and crosslighted when house illumination is on from
special spots located above the exit signs.
The Center is completely air conditioned
for utmost comfort, health protection and
sanitation for all seasons of the year.
Regardless of outdoor temperature changes,
the atmosphere within the Center will be
maintained automatically at comfortable
levels during every performance by one
of the best engineered air conditioning
systems yet to be installed in the South.
There are two balcony sections; one
for negroes. There is no discrimination,
however, in the matter of quality in appointments. The first balcony of the Center seats 450 patrons while on the main
floor there is seating accommodation for

30807

30842

MOHAWKS

ARE

EARS

810 patrons.

FOR PUNISHMENT
It isn't the use — it’s the ABUSE
theater

carpets down!

pound — pound

It’s not

Emphasis

that gets
alone

on

Comfort

All seats are of the very latest design,
with but one motive prominently in mind
— “comfort.” They are of the air cushioned type and are upholstered on the back
and bottom in a beautiful shade of coral
leather. Special care was taken not to
crowd the rows too close together and
each row is placed far enough from the
one in front to assure even the tallest
person ample leg room throughout the
longest program.

the

of feet. It’s the slush and the

There

mud

and

the tracked-in

are sixteen connections for earphones spotted throughout the orchestra
section. A separate speaker unit connected with the sound equipment to transmit
everything that is said or every sound
made on the screen to the patrons with
impaired hearing.

traffic-oil. It’s the

stepped-in candy and the sticky gum. That’s

why Mohawk

builds extra stamina and ability

to "take it’’ in every foot of Mohawk

Projection and sound reproducing equipment installed in the Center is of the
latest type, selected for exactness in the
presentation of film studio technique. In
fact, throughout this modern theatre no
expense was spared to provide the best of
moving picture entertainment in an environment that encourages the right mood
for thorough enjoyment of pictures properly presented.
North Carolina Theatres, Inc., and all
those who collaborated in the construction and outfitting of this fine theatre
have certainly confirmed their confidence
in the future of show business. Such projects, designed in the public interest, are
surely a most valuable asset to the
entire moving picture industry at this
time.

Theater

Carpets. They re theater-wise, whether your
choice is Rialto, Scotia or one of the Broadway Group. Call in a Mohawk

specialist on

Theater Carpeting when you plan to recarpet.

Remodel

MOHAWK
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CARPET

MILLS,

INC.

•

AMSTERDAM,

NEW

YORK

early this Spring!

Beat

the

general housing boom and you’ll be able
to buy your materials and labor at better
prices. Right now is the time to start.
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SWEEPING
For daily care of carpeting, floor covering manufacturers are agreed that a
light touch which removes dirt, dust and
refuse is the best possible means to prolong the life of the carpet. For this purpose, a light-weight carpet sweeper seems
to provide the correct answer. It serves as
an ideal accessory to the heavy-duty suction cleaner which is a prime necessity
for theatre carpeting maintenance.
The carpet sweeper is never hard on
carpeting because of its lightness and ease
of use. It removes surface dirt and dust
and can be used constantly about the theatre to pick up refuse quickly and silently.
For this latter reason alone, it may be
said to be indispensable.
Like everything else in this streamlined
world of functional design, the carpet
sweeper has been modernized. It is now a
thing of highly improved efficiency and
good looks as well. The cases of various
models, made of plywood and metal, are
of the modern streamline design; compact
to permit sweeping under low furniture. A
transparent top is also attractively incorporated to show when dust pans need
emptying and to avoid overloading. It also
serves to lessen moth and germ danger.
Operating efficiency of modern sweepers
is assured by scientific construction. One
line of sweepers, that produced by E. R.
Wagner Manufacturing Company, of Milwaukee, has a recently added feature
known as the “combed brush,” which is
said to impart remarkable efficiency to
this type of cleaning. Two double-acting
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house.
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combs are included in the mechanism to
remove dirt and lint from the circular
brushes, in this manner avoiding the matting which occurs in an ordinary brush.
Other features of the modern carpet
sweeper are positive brush adjustment or
floating brush adjustment to meet varying thicknesses of carpeting, steel encased
brush spools, oil-less wheel bearings and
solid rubber wheels to provide smooth and
quiet operation. The dust pans are rattleproof and an easy working release opens
them to full width. A thick, live rubber
bumper extends all around the case of the
modern sweeper.
Surprisingly, this efficient accessory to
cleanliness and sanitation in theatre maintenance is quite inexpensive. Because of
this fact, as well as because no other
cleaning tool can quite take its place in
providing quick, silent cleaning service, no
theatre should be without a carpet sweeper.
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Accamd

be something

internal. But look at this

carpet. Positively dangerous and disgraceful. See that spot with the seam ripped

By Helen Kent

and the threads bare? That’s what
tripped me. Oh yes, all of these people

had an excellent myoppor1IDDECENTLYto 1observe
pet
some of

lIlvV tunity
theories in action. My neighborhood
theatre, a small but conveniently located
house, which I attend most regularly, has
but lately emerged from a complete course
of interior redecoration which included
recarpeting. In fact, the carpet situation
apparently opened the eyes of its management.

You see, I’m just a movie fan at heart
and I attend the projection parlors and
thrill to the antics of the glamour girls
and boys most faithfully. I go to my

It ran

somewhat

as follows, with

Mrs.

Zilch carrying the solo: "Mr. Jive, what
do you intend to do about this? Does
someone have to break a neck before you
repair your property?” Must I explain
that the befuddled Mr. J. was given no
time to answer her tempestuous tirade of
questions. She was in no mood for arbitration.
She continued, firing rapidly: “No, I
don’t seem to be injured badly — but mark
you, I’ll see my doctor tomorrow. May

saw it — they’ll tell you how it tripped me.”
Then came the lacing, after Manager
J. practically prostrated himself before
her. She really went to town on this.
She started with, ‘‘By the way, Sir, we
members of the Ladies’ Civic Betterment
Society have been discussing your theatre recently. We’ve been wondering why
you have allowed it to run down. You
seem to be doing good business, yet nothing
is ever done to make this place more
attractive. This frayed carpet here offers
an instance. Why should we patronize a

neighborhood movie — which isn’t old nor
yet exactly new — at least twice a week.
That’s how I happened to be there when
the accident occurred. That also accounts for the fact that I was able to
watch with more than ordinary interest
the progress of redecoration which ensued.
It appears rather odd that theatre modernization should have been brought about
by an unfortunate accident. But in this
case, I believe that the present success
my little theatre is experiencing may be
traced back directly to that mishap. Had
Mrs. (shall we call her) Zilch, a pillar of
society in our community, not tripped on
her way out, we the patrons, might not
now have such a pleasant place in which
to view our movies — and we might not
be found there so often.
How

It Happened

We all admitted that the place was
getting rather frowzy as places of amusement generally go; but it took Mrs. Z.
to prove the point to Mr. (we’ll call him)
Jive, the not-so-proud owner and manager of the offending theatre. She berated him roundly, for a fat and fortyish
woman sprawled ungracefully in the dead
center of the theatre lobby is not a sober
sight to the patrons — nor yet again to
the sprawlee, who in this case happened
to be the socially settled Mrs. Z. So
naturally we couldn’t even risk a titter.
Placed upright on her feet again by
an alacritous but somewhat abashed usher,
she demanded to see the manager, who
was summoned forthwith. She became
progressively redder in the face and more
ferocious in mien; and actually I believe
she regretted the fact that no compound
fractures were in evidence. When Mr. J.
came hurrying forward with the most
apologetic facial expression I ever hope
to see, the recently prone dowager turned
on him the roundest volley of refined
abuse and pointed advice that such a fine
lady could possibly muster.
I was there, so I heard the whole thing.

44

Indian designs, reminiscent of past redskin glories along the Mohawk Trail, comprise the decorative motif introduced at
E. M. Loew’s new Mohawk Theatre, in
North Adams, Massachusetts, by William
Riseman and Alec Lercari. The Boston
theatre decorators gave the new house a
horizontal treatment, using subdued Indian
colors in interpreting the theme along a
modern line. Beiges, golds, tans and rusts
harmonize warmly with the choice of beau-

tiful carpets and colorful seats of the most
comfortable type.
The tradition is further followed, as far
as is functional, in an oval lounge with
walnut paneling set off by a large glass
block window. Mowll and Rand were architects for this newest independent circuit cinema, which is a balcony house
with a seating capacity well over a thousand.
The

MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

place that can’t compare with the homes
of our servants in either upkeep or comfort?”

She Didn’t Want Dishes
He looked a bit sheepish and muttered
something about competition and cost of
operation,

citing several

premium

induce-

ments he’d been offering for more patronage. He really laid himself wide open
there and she took up the cudgel. “Yes,
sir — that’s another thing. Why do you
insult us with dishes? Some of us have
Spode and Wedgewood, yet we’re expected
to be foolish enough to come to the theatre for cheap dishes rather than entertainment. That’s pretty bad psychology,
Mr. Jive.”
Then having cooled off a bit, she offered him some constructive advice. Said
she: “What I’d suggest — and all the rest
of the ladies agree with me — is that you
give your cheap dishes to some charity
institution and start running a theatre
again. Recarpet this whole place and clear
away the cobwebs. Call in an interior
decorator and have the place made into
a credit to the community. We ladies
aren’t going to stand for much more of
this foolishness.”
So this was how a procrastinating theatre owner was pushed into a planned
rehabilitation of his premises. There were
quite a few of us patrons standing about
the lobby that night when Mrs. Zilch came
acropper and made her famous speech in

explain
guy,

that

Mr.

Jive

is really

a

right

and

being a part of our little community, he likes to foster good feeling
among all who live and work there. So
you see, we patrons felt we had a very
real interest in his place of business and
all that was happening to it. Realizing
this, he very wisely encouraged our interest— thus maintaining a better boxoffice pressure during the operation than
he ever had before it.
The redecoration took practically no time
at all and was no trouble to the patrons.
An improved air conditioning system
carried away all odor of paint and it dried
so quickly that not a single accident to
clothing occurred. We all got a huge
kick out of reporting to one another on

the progress of the job. After the painting was finished the entire house looked
new and different. But our theatre man
didn’t stop there.
Carpets Caught Our Fancy
New

lighting

fixtures

were

installed

throughout the house. Modern side-wall
fixtures in the auditorium, where the old
ceiling

fixtures were capped inconspicuously; an indirect cove arrangement in
the lobby and pleasing indirect fixtures in
the

lounge. Nothing was done ostentatiously, but the effect was revolutionary.
However, I believe the one thing which
gave us patrons the greatest thrill of the
entire project was the installation and
unveiling of the carpeting. We felt that
(Continued on following page)

“Wait till I get the guy who
sold me that ‘cheap’ carpet lining!”

the best Ladies’ Civic Betterment manner.
When he turned to us for refuge, Mr. Jive
must have seen in our eyes that we all
too readily agreed with the suggestion.
Hence, it soon began to be noised about
that the little theatre was going to be
“fixed up.” Everyone in the neighborhood
was talking about it and saying what a
fine thing Mrs. Zilch had done for the
community. As the remodeling proceeded,
she went about basking in the compliments of all of us and quite often she’d
remark that such a progressive person as
Mr. Jive certainly deserved community
support. Evidently the carpet incident left
no permanent injuries.
Public

Interest

Promoted

Next time I went to the place after the
aforementioned accident, I found a neat
poster displayed in the lobby, saying in
effect that the house was to be completely redecorated and refurnished and to
“please excuse the management if any
slight inconvenience should be encountered.” It also announced that the theatre would be open for regular business
throughout the operation and invited our
interest and continued patronage. The
same message was run on the screen —
and to applause, mind you.

I’ll never forget how we all talked about
the renovating project. You’d have thought
we were all consulting designers. When
any of us saw Mr. Jive at the entrance
or in the lobby, we’d always ask about the
progress he and his decorators were making. He seemed quite happy about the
whole thing, too. He would discuss color
schemes with us and describe the new
furnishings he was going to buy. Once
I remember he showed a group of us waiting in the lounge a few samples of carpet
in which he was particularly interested;
even invited us to express our choice.
Now in case that customer consultation
gesture sounds a bit far-fetched, I must
BOXOFFICE
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''I thought

that carpet lining was

all hair. . .but it's

only dyed to look like hair. No wonder it was 'cheap'
. . . but you ought to see our aisle carpets, wearing
out already.
me

from

Next

genuine

will protect

our

time

no slick salesman

Circle
carpets."

Tread

OZITE
CIRCLE

can switch
that I know
TREAD

• For FREE BOOKLET on the Proper
Care of Carpets, write to the Clinton
Carpet Co., Dept. 100, Merchandise
Mart, Chicago

CARPET

CUSHION

away worn carpeting was laid on bare
wood flooring, the luxurious new floor
covering was being placed over a cushioning almost as thick as the carpet itself. Evidently we home-carpeters weren’t
the only ones who were learning tricks
nowadays.

carpet was directly responsible for the refurbishing process anyway, and here was
concrete evidence that Mrs. Zilch’s famous flop had not gone for naught.
It was about my third visit to the
theatre after the accident that I found
new carpet being laid in portions of the
house. Of course, it was kept mostly covered, but my friends and I caught a
glimpse of the coloring and pattern. Mr.
Jive and his decorator had decided on a
conservative all-over leaf design in beautiful shadings of mottled burgundy, which
seemed to us a most perfect selection to
enhance the decorating scheme already
in evidence.
Also we

noted

that whereas

A

couple

of nights

later

I found

the

entire house recarpeted, and what’s more,
since carpet had been his downfall and
resurrection, a new rubber matting completely covered the entranceway to the
theatre. It was as colorful and attractive
as could be, in colors harmonious to the
carpeting. He leaves the matting in
place at all times now since it so beautifully covers a faded tile floor and serves

the cut-

also as constant
carpet.
The

protection to the new

Grand

Opening

It was on this occasion also that I first
saw the announcement that a Grand Opening of the redecorated theatre was to take
place on the following Friday night. We
hadn’t realized that Mr. Jive would actually celebrate something he had been
practically forced into by his patrons.
But, being a canny showman and a good
sport, he was going to have a Grand
Opening.
And it was successful, too. He offered a
fine show, sans double-features and dishware, and by this time every last bit of
the redecoration was in shipshape order.
Every piece of new furniture was in place
on the beautiful carpet and the whole
scene fairly sparkled with beauty. Oh,
and I nearly forgot — Mrs. Zilch made a
presentation on the stage of a scroll
awarded to Mr. Jive by the Ladies Civic
Betterment Society for his progressiveness in providing the best of entertainment in a refined, comfortable and safe
environment. He accepted blushingly.

Life Story of Woolly Giant
That Stood the Grind
(Continued

from page 38)

far beyond its life expectancy
of installation.

at the time

The story of the second year and the
third and subsequent years was the same
as that of the first. When the Roxy celebrated its third anniversary in 1930, G. W.
Griswold, its manager, was inspired to say
in a letter to G. P. Reynolds, of the contract department of the Mohawk Carpet
Mills, who had woven the rug:

his gir \.Jbtc6
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Beautiful

Cost

Modern

Interiors

Little This Easy
IVIoST THEATRES

of Millsboro, Del., achieved the quietly
charming interior shown here. Celotex Plank,
Tile, and Texbord were used— all stock materials purchased from a local lumber dealer.

Way

show good pictures.

And remember — there’s triple benefit in using
Celotex Interior Finish Products— (1) they
beautify, (2) they improve conditions, and (3)
they furnish efficient insulation, making your
theatre warmer in winter and cooler in summer.

But most people would rather see good pictures
in pleasant, up-to-date, cheerful surroundings.
Given a choice of good programs in two
theatres, young folks — and their parents, too—
would choose the one which has recently modernized its interior with Celotex Interior Finish
Products.
That’s how

the Ball Theatre

Call in your Celotex Dealer, and see how
inexpensive such audience-building interior
treatment can be!

in the village

Celotex
BRAND

INTERIOR
The

word

Celotex is a brand
and

THE

46
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“The writer is positively amazed at the
life and durability of this rug, subjected
to daily traffic for over three years. It
is really remarkable when you consider
that we have entertained 25,000,000 patrons during this period. We have had as
high as 245,000 persons enter the theatre
in one week; and at various times we have
had 35,000 pairs of feet in one day walking
on this rug. Moreover, the present indications are that it will last indefinitely.
... I believe I can sum up the high regard that we all have for this rug, in
that we still look upon it as one of the
show-pieces of the Roxy Theatre.”
Subsequent years brought the demise of
the great showman himself, Samuel L.
Rothafel. Only today, however, in 1939,
is the Roxy rug being replaced. This
Spring the looms will hum again for this
purpose and soon a new two-ton youngster
will replace the twelve-year-old oval in
the lobby of the renowned Roxy Theatre,
still one of the show places of the nation.
The story of the Woolly Giant is told.
May it inspire in the minds of our readers
a broader conception of true value — serviceability in theatre floor coverings.
Acoustical treatment in the auditorium
has become a necessity which can be easily accomplished through the medium of
modern materials. Acoustical treatment
in other portions of the house is also now
a wise move to lend quietness and the
charm of relaxation.
The MODERN
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LITERATURE
The following concerns have recently
filed copies of interesting descriptive literature with The Modern Theatre Information Bureau. Readers who wish copies of
such literature may obtain them promptly by addressing The Modern Theatre, 332
S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 111.
American Mat Corporation, of Toledo,
Ohio, submits a portfolio containing information on various types of floor matting, entitled “A Mat for Every Purpose.”
Literature on all mattings manufactured
by the company and the purposes for
which they are suited is in a convenient
reference form.
Air Conditioning Manufacturers’ Association, Washington, D. C., presents “The
Story of Air Conditioning,” an amusing
but informative treatment of the subject.
Illustrations throughout by John Groth,
well-known cartoonist, add to the attractiveness and educational value of the
pamphlet.
Bigelow-Sanford Carpet Co., Inc., of
New York City, offers a 92-page brochure
on “The Purchase and Care of Carpets.”
The book is written especially to apply to
public institutions and is found to be quite
valuable from the standpoint of the theatre man.

Unretouched

Carrier Corporation, of Syracuse, New
York, announces a new water cooling system in a folder devoted to a description
of the features of the compact unit. Illustrations and diagrams add to the interest
of the new piece of literature.
Celotex Corporation, of Chicago, Illinois, submits a profusely illustrated, spiralbound booklet entitled “Less Noise — Better Hearing,” which covers the subject of
acoustical treatment most thoroughly.
Various types of products manufactured by
the company and their adaptations are
discussed and pictured.
Neumade Products Corporation, of New
York City, presents Catalogue No. 4 covering the complete line of products developed and manufactured by this concern.
Lighting and projection room accessories
of all types and sizes are described, illustrated and prices are given.
Vacuum Cleaner Specialty Company, of
New York City, offers a folder on the
Paragon Suction Renovator, said to be
particularly adaptable for commercial use.
Prices for standard equipment, accessories
and additional equipment are given.
Vallen, Inc., of Akron, Ohio, submits a
most attractive folder entitled “Responsibility,” in which the features of Vallen
curtain operating equipment are outlined.
Interesting cut-away pictures of the equipment are shown and described.
E. R. Wagner Manufacturing Co., of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, presents a folder
describing the Wagner Komb-Kleaned
Sweeper. Carpet sweepers in a wide range
of prices are colorfully illustrated and advantages of the automatic self-cleaning
feature are stressed.
Notice:

Manufacturers

of all products

adapted to theatre modernization or maintenance are invited to file latest copies of
their catalogues or descriptive literature
with The Modern Theatre Information
Bureau. — The Editor.
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CONDUCTED IN COLLABORATION WITH LEADING THEATRE ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS

Erection

ol a Modern

Cinema

on the

Site of an Old-Timer
Detailed description of a property improvement
economically

effected

by

judicious

planning

and

application of modern materials. Particulars and pictures supplied by CORGAN
<&
MOORE, Architects, of Dallas, Texas.

T

’HIS department
of The Modern
Theatre section

has long and persistently advocated the
erection of new theatres on sites presently
occupied by old theatres. Time and again
we have observed the
disastrous effects of
procrastination wherein competition has
crept in to embarrass or abrogate the
rights of priority held by present owners
J. M. CORGAN

who fail to improve until after it’s too late.
Furthermore, we have urged the present
incumbents to improve their properties
before being compelled to do so by force
of competition because we believe such
action on the part of established owners

will prevent over-seated situations in many
instances.
Not being familiar with nor having inquired about the motives that inspired the
recent rebuilding of the Cherokee Theatre,
in Enid, Okla., we will not attribute the
project to any particular object the owners,
Griffith Amusement Company, may have
had in mind other than to give the citizens of Enid a more inviting place in
which to be entertained by moving picture
presentations.
However, the case gives cause for our
introductory comments, because it happens
to be a new modem theatre erected on
the site of an old one. Only parts of the

A day-time view of the front elevation of
the new Cherokee Theatre, which replaced
an old established house.

Opening night scene at the recently renewed Cherokee Theatre, in Enid, Okla.
old super-structure
cipally the walls.

were

A Well-Planned

salvaged — prinProject

Under the architectural design and
supervision of Corgan & Moore, of Dallas,
Tex., the Cherokee was completely rebuilt at a cost of approximately $32,000
for construction and $12,000 for new
equipment and furnishings. The new
Cherokee, of which George Limerick is
manager, has a seating capacity of 988.
Proceeding from front to rear, we describe the rebuilding of the Cherokee Theatre from the data supplied by the architects. The front of the new theatre is
50 feet wide by 40 feet high. The entire
facade is in a light buff face-brick laid
up in pattern. Its coping is of fluted terra
cotta in a cream color just slightly lighter
than the brick.
On each side above the marquee long
perpendicular glass block panels are located. Concealed floodlights in changeable colors are installed behind the panels
to lend a brilliant effect. The lights in
the chase are arranged so that at the
bottom they are bright, fading upward
until they are out of sight. Each panel
is capped with a copper-colored terra cotta
spandrel.
In the center, a 3-foot-6-inch pilaster
runs to the top and projects above the
building. It was designed especially to
receive the sign and is capped with a
terra cotta ornament. Two steel casement
windows in the center near the upper part
of the front give ample ventilation to the
projection room, without detracting from
the beauty of the front.
The marquee is semi-V-shaped and constructed of concrete and steel. The facia,
of rose colored sheet asbestos, has a twoline interchangeable letter board on each
side of the “V.”
bands of stainless
These mouldings
three offsets at

The trim is of l^-inch
steel snap-on moulding.
are placed on each of
top and bottom of the

The MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

Interior of the Cherokee’s auditorium looking toward the screen. An example of good
taste in decoration and outfitting arrived
at economically through judicious planning.
marquee. Both the sign and marquee
trimmed in neon tubing.
Tiled

Floor

are

Features

The lobby floor is of tan tile in pattern with a gold tile base. This same tile
base continues around the circular boxoffice, which sets in the center of the
lobby and has a bulkhead of sheet asbestos in rose color. It is trimmed with
aluminum metal bands and the entire
portion above the bulkhead is of plate
glass with extruded aluminum settings.
The ticket machine, a 3-unit model, sets
in a chestnut marble change ledge. Modern decorative lobby boards were made and
installed in the lobby by the art department of the operating company.
The foyer is covered with colorful carpet laid over a concrete floor. A drinking fountain is conveniently located in
the foyer and the standee rail is open
and accentuated with draperies. The rest
rooms axe approached from each end of
the foyer.
Large and commodious ladies’ and men’s
rest rooms are provided. The floors here
are tiled with a tile base, and the rooms
are equipped with the newest type toilet,
urinal and lavatory provisions. The toilet
rooms proper are cut off from the rest of
the rooms by partitions, which allow the
extra space for lounging and smoking accommodation. Each retiring room is well
ventilated with a 16-inch vent leading directly outside and the doors have automatic closers.
The projection room of the new theatre
is completely fireproof. Its floor is a concrete slab and the walls and ceiling are
of cement plaster on plaster channels. The
booth is well ventilated by two steel casements to the outside and a 20-inch ventilator and exhaust fan in the ceiling.
Porthole frames and covers are of a special design by the architects and are absolutely fool-proof. They fall automatically when enough heat melts the fusible link
at the door, either machine or at the
rewind bench. The entrance door is also
hung on a fusible link. It closes automatically during ordinary operation and
when the fusible link is melted an extra
weight falls, closing the door tight. The
door is tin clad and is operated by a threepoint latch and safety device.
Acousti-Decorative

Panels

Walls in the auditorium of the new
Cherokee Theatre are decorated in acoustical panels of modern design. The ceiling
is panelled with the same material in tile
formation and has offsets with the ceiling
rolling back and gradually rising at each
offset toward the balcony. This method
of treatment is ornamental, acoustically
efficient and economical. Side-walls do
not have to be built so high when this
is done and the decoration cost can be
cut materially when this method of wall
and ceiling coverage is used.
The house lighting in the auditorium is
accomplished by bright and dim circuits
in each side-wall fixture. These fixtures
are of the trough type, throwing the light
back on the wall. The effect is to secure the treatment with light rather than
in the fixture itself. The dim circuit is
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lamped with different colored bulbs
give a softly blending diffusion of
on the walls and the bright circuit
in white, giving ample light in the
torium.

that
light
is all
audi-

THEATRE

The

finished project affords an interesting study of what may be accomplished
in theatre property restoration by conscientious planning and efficient followthrough in functional furnishings.

MODERNIZING

GUIDE

Through the co-operation of our affiliated architects, leading manufacturers, their engineers, designers, dealers, contractors and others, a majority of whom are active members of The Modern Theatre Planning
Institute, we are prepared to assist the theatre-owner in selection and
application of all commodities and services needed in remodeling and
modernizing by placing him in touch with dependable sources of supply. As sponsor of the Institute, we strive to impartially relay each
inquiry only to sources of reliable information. However, we do not
guarantee all statements or claims made in connection with products
offered.

MAIL

THIS FORM

The MODERN

THEATRE

Planning

Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan
Chicago, III.

FOR

FREE

Institute,

please

□ Acoustics
G Air Conditioning

□ Decorating
□ Heating Equipment

□ Amplifiers
□ Architectural

G Lighting Fixtures

□ Carpets
□ Coin Changers
□ Complete

Remodeling

Theatre

4-29-39

Ave.

Gentlemen: Without cost or obligation
covering the following subjects:

Service

INFORMATION

□ Lounge Furniture
□ Plumbing Fixtures
□ Projectors
□ Projection Lamps

arrange

to have

data

supplied

to us

□ Seating
Screens
□ Signs and Marquees
□ Sound Equipment
□ Theatre

Fronts

□ Ticket Machines
□ Other

Seating

Subjects

Capacity..

Address
City
State..
Signed..

(Owner-Manager)
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A Water

Cooling

Unit

for Low-Cost

Service

A new water cooler, built with the same
type condensing unit used in large air
conditioning installations has been developed by Carrier Corporation, to provide
low-cost drinking fountain service.
Styled in bronze, the new water cooler
is only 15 inches square and can be installed in places where space is limited.
Water flows at the touch of the hand, but
there is no splash with the deep-drawer
bowl.
Other features of the cooler are: A
water-regulating valve that automatically
eliminates stream fluctuation: a valve

that automatically regulates the water for
palatable temperature: provision for a glass
and bottle filler; and a connection for installation of a cold-water line to a separate remote fountain. A pre-cooler adds
approximately 50 per cent to the capacity
and reduces operating cost.

VISUAL

Better Projection Pays is a point which
no exhibitor can well deny. Yet how
many really provide that which insures
better projection? — Better Equipment?
You’re running a show shop; selling entertainment; serving the public. Your
entire theatre is the display room in which
you can either attract or discourage regular customers.

y

This picture is a preview of the new
1,000-seat Vogue Theatre, as visualized by
the architect, and which will be constructed for Intercoast Amusements, Inc.,
in Santa Rosa, Calif. The entrance will
pass through a store property 50 by 128
feet in area, then open to the auditorium,
which is 62 by 150 feet in size. The front
will be constructed of concrete, with a
glass tower and plenty of illumination.
S. Charles Lee, of Los Angeles, is the
architect.

RCA

Advances

Photophone

Cahill to

Management
RCA

Photophone announces that E. C. Cahill has been advanced
to Manager of the
Photophone Division,
in addition to his duties as Director of the
General Service activity of the company.
You'll like the new IRWIN No. 127 Chair immensely as soon
as you see it. The legless standards are gracefully curved,
beautifully paneled and striped, and topped by armrests in
natural color.

Many
seating-

of

the

New

and

Golden

Fairs
chairs.

the

installations in both

are

York
Gate

IRWIN

Like an expensive suit of clothes that's tailored to the minute, but not flashy, it reflects quality in every detail and the
excellent good taste of the owner.
It's a chair that will go a long way toward providing an
air of refined attractiveness to any theatre; and, of course,
it
provides
an abundance
of famous.
the "neck-to-knee"
comfort
for
which
all IRWIN
chairs are
See it at the
nearest
National

Theatre

Distributed

Display Room,

or write for complete

details.

by

NATIONAL

THEATRE

Harry Sommerer, forfer manager of the division, has been made
assistant to the execue.

c.

cahiee

tive

vice-president.

Prank Deakins, vice-president in charge
of all Photophone activities, said in referring to the appointment: “Under Ed
Cahill’s capable direction our engineering
and manufacturing forces at both Camden
and Indianapolis plants will continue to
give the theatre industry the finest sound
equipment, both for recording and reproduction. With Ed Cahill in charge of home
office activities, Ralph Austrian in charge
of recording, licensing contracts; Homer
Snook, directing sales, and the capable executives and technicians in Hollywood,
RCA Photophone is organized to serve the
needs of its customers.”

GRAND
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RAPIDS,

MICH.

Soft and comfortable carpets, contrary
to notions held by some theatre operators,
are not a luxury, but a vital necessity,
which enhances the House Appeal of your
theatre.
The MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

How to Judge Quality in
Carpets for Theatres
(Continued

from page 37)

many blades of grass. In each case the
magnification is 16 times!
Figures 7, 8 and 9 show the backing construction, which in itself denotes quality
by its degree of compactness or ruggedness.
As a theatre man there is no need to
tell you about appreciation of new effects
in color, pattern and design, because you
are well aware of the importance of these
to your “house appeal.” But the foregoing
observations will show you that there is a
scientific basis for the structural processing characteristics of carpets, which give
them the all-important wear resistance.
Known ability to resist wear is the prime
quality factor to be sure of, when you buy
theatre carpet.

Slack Rope Take-up
New Vallen Device
A new automatic slack rope take-up device, designed to eliminate all slack and
whipping of curtain ropes and cables, is
the latest addition to the

saw and heard a television broadcast
the first time.

for

All Exhibitors,
Please Note

Public interest has exceeded all expectations of the experts who spent months of
study and careful planning in designing
the exhibit to accommodate as many as
possible. Though the building has 5,000
square feet of floor space and there is a
complete staff to direct tours of the displays, it now seems that future attendance will tax all facilities to the limit.

If you have recently remodeled or
otherwise modernized your theatre and
are particularly proud of the result,
please send us photographs and details. Through the presentation of
these Case Histories, it is our purpose
to raise the standard of theatre construction and outfitting and thus render a service to the entire industry.
Your cooperation is requested. — The
Editor.

Of all the many modern things that contribute to House Appeal, good-looking carpets, well cared for, can be depended on
for public appeal.

This Modem Paint
Has Started

in

Theatre Decoration

line of proscenium equipment made by
Vallen, Inc., of
Akron, Ohio.
According
to announcement, the
device is

new

pact, comsturdi’y
built and
may
be
easily
bolted to the floor back-stage. The new
development, called Vallen “Uni-Tension,”
is entirely self-adjusting, compensating
for all slack caused in curtain cables and
ropes by use or weather changes, and
keeping the ropes at uniform tension at
all times.
Stamped from machine steel with cushion springs and a cast wheel four inches
in diameter, oil-less and noiseless bearings,
the new unit can be furnished to fit any
curtain size in any type of auditorium.

Frisco Fair Scene of
Television Premiere
Drawing an opening-day audience of
over 12,000, television’s public debut has
already created a “housing problem” in
RCA’s exhibit at San Francisco’s Golden
Gate International Exposition.
Though more than 10,000 visitors were
televised during the two-day celebration
which marked the Exposition’s opening,
waiting crowds filled all entrances of the
large building. During the first day, it
was estimated that one out of every 12
persons in the crowd of 150,000 visitors
saw this newest and most startling miracle
of the electronic arts.
In the studio, crowds filed before the
lens of the television camera at the rate
of 15 persons per minute for 12 hours.
In the reception room four television receivers mirrored this parade of people from
every state and many lands as thousands
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dries with the soft, glareless surface so
essential to eye comfort. It can be easily
cleaned with wallpaper cleaner.
Texolite comes in 10 attractive pastel
shades— and 1 1 brilliant deep colors. They
can be blended to meet your particular

With TEXOLITE* you can meet today’s
modern trend in interior decoration— a
demand

for rich and striking color treatments. And you can meet it at low cost.
For in most cases, only one coat of
Texolite is needed to cover the majority
ol surfaces. And Texolite goes a long way,
too. A single gallon will usually cover
from 600 to 800 square feet of wall or
ceiling surface.
Texolite has high light reflectivity. It

requirement.
Send today for a 40-page FREE

book,

“Modern Principles in Paint and Decoration.” It may save you many dollars on
your painting and decorating problems.

TEXOLITE

Product

of UNITED

STATES

United

Co., 300 West

Send

NAME.

States Gypsum
me

the 40-page book

GYPSUM
Adams

St., Chicago,

of interior decorating

ADDRESS

COMPANY

trade-mark

111.

facts — “Modern

Principles

CITY

MT-4-29

in Paint and Decoration.

STATE.
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The front of the building was removed
to allow for a center boxoffice at the sidewalk line and two sets of entrance doors.
Over the lobby portion is the projection
room

Another Decorating Project and the
Problems It Presented
By Hanns

UE

to

A careful survey was made of the district
and of the building, figures jotted down
and an idea formed of a possible solution.
It was felt that if the theatre could accommodate 500 patrons and admission
prices were held to 10 and 15 cents, money
could be made. The big problem was to
remodel and equip the building at minimum cost.

the interest shown in

our last previous article, in which
we gave you the architect’s viewpoint on the
solution of construction and decorating
problems of the Plaisance Theatre, Chicago, we are once
more giving you a
similar description of
another local theatre we
few weeks ago and have
Roy

decorated just a
again asked Mr.

B. Blass, the architect, for his cooperation in compiling the data.

On

this job we ran into and

were

forced

to solve some of the most difficult problems of painting which it has been our
misfortune to meet. The interior of this
building had been used as a garage and
the garage people had calcimined, sprayed
cold water, and then on top of that, had
used an oil paint on certain surfaces.
This may
but we

not mean

much

to the layman

will tell you that from

the decora-

tor’s viewpoint, it meant considerable difficulty. For when you use oil paint over
surfaces that have been treated with calcimine, there is only one thing that can
happen and that one thing is a beautiful
batch of peeling.
The ceilings and walls all looked very
much like those old whitewashed fences
that you saw in your youth and to put the
plaster surfaces in shape took many days
of headache and hard work; but nothing
being impossible (so we are told), the
difficulties were gradually solved and the
finished theatre interior now provides evidence that a successful job was done.
The following is the architect’s report
on this theatre, the Crest, located at 2424
Lincoln Avenue, Chicago, and we wish to
thank Mr. Blass for his cooperation and
intense interest in our efforts to solve the
decorative problems of the owners.
A House Reclaimed
Some

twenty

years

ago

a

theatre

on

Chicago’s near north side was closed and
remodeled into a garage. Recently it was
decided there was a possibility again that
a theatre would pay
ated at a reasonably

* Theatre
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R. Teichert*

if opened and
low admission

operprice.

Decorator, Chicago, Illinois.

Plans were made to utilize every portion
of the building possible and the result is
that the seating plan worked out for 502
seats in rows 34 inches back to back, with
two longitudinal aisles. Of necessity, the
lobby is small and the usual foyer was
eliminated. Small washrooms are arranged for men and women and stairs to
the projection room were installed.

with toilet room adjoining and
nected with an office and fan room.

con-

A
medium-sized canopy was erected.
Since cost was a factor, the design of the
canopy is simple but effective, with large
changeable price signs in red neon at each
end substituted for the usual changeable
silhouette letters.
The front of the theatre is covered with
porcelain enamel facing material and four
large metal poster cases were installed
with interior lighting. The boxoffice was
made attractive by the use of porcelain
and glass, Venetian blinds and the new
fluorescent lighting.
In

the lobby, the decorating was arranged to create an effect of spaciousness
because the room is small. The walls, subject to the most abuse, were covered with
pin-point fabric in a deep blue. The aisle
door recesses and various alcoves were
painted in sun-tan and decorated with a
modern motive in shades of blue and
white.
Carpeting

Contributes

Facing the entrance doors is a
circular mirror extending almost

large
from

floor to ceiling and surrounded by modern decoration. Two
leather-covered
lounges are designed to fit the alcoves.
The entire lobby floor is covered with
carpeting in shades of mulberry and all
lighting is indirect and soft, to bring out
the beauty of the decoration.
The auditorium presented a problem in
decoration which the painting contractor
solved. Its ceiling was broken up by a

Notes on Painting of
Acoustical Materials
Wall and ceiling surfaces are generally
painted to renew or change their original
color. Light produces brightness and becomes visible only when the surfaces reflect it. Therefore, it is obvious that paint
and light are interdependent and almost
synonymous in this respect.
Of the total amount of light delivered
in a room area, a certain percentage will
be absorbed or “soaked up” by the various
surfaces within the room, and another per-

The Crest lobby is of necessity small, but
in arrangement and decorative effect it is
unusually attractive. Clever decorative
design creates an effect of spaciousness.
great many beams and with the duct work
ui connection with the new ventilating
system, it presented a bad appearance. To
conceal this, the decorator painted the enure ceiling area and ducts a deep red and
carried the same color down the walls
about three feet. This effect was perfect
and eliminated the big expense of instal ing a new suspended ceiling. The rear
wail was covered with acoustical material
and painted the same color.
The side-walls were also in extremely
bad condition due to the fact that considerable patching was done instead of an
entire new plastering job. Of course, the
intent was to save money. To overcome a
w^d condition, the decorating scheme was
laid out so that shaded lines made by an
air gun covered the worst portions and a
dado line is carried along to the height of
a patched portion. In addition to the
economy of hiding the patched walls, the
decorative scheme tends to give the auditorium an enlarged appearance due to the
streamlined effect. The whole scheme is
simple but appropriate.
Harmony

in House

Appeal

To tie in with the decoration, seats with
maroon cushions and backs and red end
standards were ordered. The aisle carpet
is deep red and the stage draperies are of
plain maroon velour. The lighting consists of vertical troughs which throw illumination only toward the screen, thus
preventing eye strain. This method of
illumination also aided the decoration in
concealing the defective walls and broken
up ceiling area.
Upon completion, a check was made of
the final cost and it was found that the
entire work was done in close accord with
the first estimate and budget which was
set up at the beginning of the work.
Here again you will find definite proof
in boxoffice figures that the public was
ready for this house and has patronized
it even beyond the hope of its owners. But
rather than accept this report as final, we
suggest if you are interested in having the
owners’ viewpoint, that you write to the
owners of the Crest Theatre direct.
And while we are on the subject of letters— we ask that you feel free to write to
us on any of your decorating problems and
we will do our best to assist you.
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will be area.
reflected
or “turned
back”
into the centage
room
Reflection
factors
of
ceilings, generally, should be high.
Porous or soft acoustical materials used
as wall and ceiling finish obviously collect
dirt more rapidly than hard plaster.
Washing, sandpapering, vacuum-cleaning
may temporarily or partially restore original color, but ultimately adequate light
reflection must be obtained by painting,
provided the material is paintable.
In the case of certain modern acoustical
interior finishes, maintenance of adequate
light reflection by painting, when needed,
presents no problem.
To renew light reflection until painting
is necessary, sandpapering and vacuumcleaning may serve the purpose; some
efficient acoustic tiles may even be washed
with sponge and water. Then in the ordinary course of general redecorating, some
acoustical materials can be painted with
standard paints or tinted attractively with
water-base paints. All acoustical interior
finish materials are not paintable, however,
without affecting their sound quality. This
point should be checked carefully before
paint is applied.

15 foot-candles serve a splendid purpose.
For strictly picture theatres, and during the screen presentation in the aforementioned houses also, two and preferably
three levels of illumination are desirable:
A bright circuit to produce as much as
5 foot-candles for use during openings
and closings; a medium circuit of 1 to 2
foot-candles for intermissions and for
special short subjects; and a graded
illumination of approximately 0.1 footcandles at the front and 0.2 foot-candles
at the rear for use during the showing of
pictures. Emergency circuits and safety
facilities required by law are of course
independent of the normal lighting facilities.

“TOUCH CONTROL”
MAKES

PEABODY
CHAIRS
• EASY TO ENTER
• EASY TO LEAVE

Illumination Levels
In the Auditorium
The illumination levels to provide best
results in the modern auditorium depend
somewhat on the character of the theatre.
For theatres which offer stage presentations, where the audience is part of the
atmosphere, illumination levels of 10 to

Advisory Service

Before

Since modern theatre decorating is
a specialized art requiring counsel,
creative talent and planning ability
which are not usually available at all
points of the country, Mr. Teichert
has agreed to serve our readers in an
advisory capacity. He will be glad to
correspond with any of our readers
who may wish information and advice
on decorating procedure. All such inquiries will be given prompt attention.
Address your inquiry to The Modern
Theatre,

Chicago,

332
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you

buy

to investigate
Peabody
Socket
Hinges.
of any
Not

another
the

Chairs

with

kind

only

to get

Catalog

but

5

trouble-free

Folder

on

Chairs

they

are

to

comfortable.

be sure

Noiseless
Ball

Bearing
gadgets

of order.

are Peabody

PEABODY
Box

the

out

ing seats, designed
stay

Chair,

Control,

Self-Cushioning Roller
There are no springs, no

mechanically,
to

Theatre

Touch

the ideal

smart,

stand

Write

Peabody

SEATING
North

chair

rich look-

hard

use

and

today

for

free

Theatre

Chairs.

COMPANY
Manchester,

Ind.

Avenue,

Illinois. It will be immediately referred to Mr. Teichert for

analysis and
tion.

advice, without

obliga-

29, 1939

53

It may
month

be that not even one patron a

says of you and your theatre, “He

has dirty carpets.”
But if carpets are clean, your patron,
perhaps unconsciously, absorbs a favorable impression which, coupled with the
others that you create, brings him back.
If you underestimate the importance of
giving floor-coverings ultra-best care,
consider the case of the Roxy Theatre, in
New York.

Good Housekeeping is a By-Law
Modern Theatre Management

When it was opened in 1927, a two-ton
rug, the largest in the world at the time,
was placed in the lobby. When the late

in

Samuel L. Rothafel, “Roxy,” gave the
order for the rug, he declared he would
be satisfied if it gave two years’ service
before appearing shabby. As a matter of
fact, its successor was not ordered until
late in 1938. In the spring of 1939 the old
rug still was in use, its colors still rich
and attractive, plenty of good wear still
left in a rug over which more than 100,000,000 persons have walked.

By William Shaw

THERE is an old story, left over from

the heyday of vaudeville. It concerns a sign, posted just inside the
stagedoor, so newly-arriving performers
would see it almost as soon as they entered the place.
Here’s the sign:
WE KNOW
THIS THEATRE IS
LOUSY. HOW IS YOUR ACT?
That was a good story in its day, and
it still is, to those who never have heard
it, but I know what a better one would be.
It would be the story of how
tre got that way.

the thea-

Audiences, and actors, and pictures,
never made any theatre lousy, excepting,
of course, as to general reputation.
It’s managers who make theatres lousy.
About every so often you see that an
after-dinner speaker, or a columnist, or an
editorial writer, has referred to the
American hotel proprietor as the world’s
biggest housekeeper. That is a simple
way of describing his enterprise in serving many thousands of guests quietly and
satisfactorily, day in and day out.
I prefer, however, to regard the American theatre manager as the world’s biggest housekeeper. Collectively he caters
to so many more guests every day that
the hotel man is an extremely poor second. The hotel proprietor, moreover, enjoys the ability to adapt his service to his
clientele. Not so with the successful theatre manager. He takes what he gets — and
succeeds in making a uniformly high percentage of his patrons like it and come
back for more.

an accumulation
created on him.

of impressions you have

Theatre appearance, staff service, each
plays its important part.
And each of these comes under that
heading of “Housekeeping.”
I have a friend who quit going to a
Chicago Loop hotel because there was dust
in the radiators. I imagine he reacts just
as promptly, and with full favor, to a
spic-and-span, well cared-for theatre. And
there seems to be no doubt that there are
millions like him.
If you doubt it, consider the case of the
Majestic Theatre, Chicago, in the best
days of the Orpheum circuit.
Playing exactly the same shows that
appeared in the other theatres of the
chain, and with no greater seating capacity, it did consistently bigger business,
week in and week out.
Its expenditure for soap, polishes and
cleansing compounds was twice that of
any other Orpheum theatre. It was run
by a good housekeeper.

How

54

of grit, dirt and filth. Carpet manufacturers, in fact, use machines imitating foot
traffic to test the wearing qualities of their
products.
There is only one way by which to govern the length of life of the carpet in your
theatre, and that is through the kind of
care you give it. Selection may not have
been the most advisable in the first place.
Average number of patrons may vary.
Weather conditions change, and play their
part. But maintenance can be controlled,
and will be by any manager intent on pro-

Much Money Will You Make
When Your Carpets Last
Twice As Long?
1*he sums of money, which owners of Super Theatre
Cleaners say they save on floor coverings, are almost
unbelievable.

But

it does

pet replacement is put
fooling. Figure it up.
The

It is no news to point out that the modern theatre manager accomplishes this
through a variety of methods.
Pictures are only a part of the story,
important though they are.
The patron who walks out on a Western is as likely as not to bob up hopeful y a few nights later when you are
showing an episode from the life of Louis
XIV, or one of those Alcatraz things. He
thinks you sold him a bill of goods in the
form of that horse opera, but he is willing to chance it again at your hands.
This is partly the great American
gambling instinct, partly the product of

This famous Roxy rug is vacuumcleaned every night with heavy-duty
cleaners. Such constant care has forestalled expensive replacements while insuring, meanwhile, outstanding attractiveness and an important favorable first impression for anyone entering the theatre.
No theatre investment, as large as that
for carpets, wears out as quickly. Traffic
is concentrated. Patrons trail in all kinds
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tecting one of the biggest items of investment in his theatre.
Care of carpet should begin even before
a theatre is opened to the public. No
carpet should be laid until after all construction work is ended, all litter, dirt,
plaster, rubbish removed and every area
thoroughly scrubbed.
When grit falls on carpet it settles down
to the “roots” of the fibers unless it is removed promptly by vacuum cleaning. At
the base of the carpet it cuts like razor
blades. If workmen track across a new
carpet they start its destruction before you
ever open your doors to your first patron.
There are various good preparations on
the market to remove spots and discolorations from theatre carpets, but they
do not remove gritty particles, and it is
these that are the big menace to any
floor covering. Vacuum-cleaning, and
only thorough vacuum-cleaning, can remove them.
For best housekeeping in your theatre,
vacuum-clean every inch of floor-covering
every day. Use heavy-duty commercial
models if your theatre is anything but the
smallest. Keep regular household models
busy everywhere, too, as much to impress
patrons with your vigilance as for the
purpose of giving carpets full care.
Vacuum clean your draperies frequently.
Vacuum clean all seat upholstering and
the couches and upholstered chairs in
your lobby, lounge and retiring rooms. But
do it consistently and thoroughly, as some
managers do not. Don’t hesitate to let
your patrons see some of this vacuuming
going on.
More than 12,000,000 use vacuum cleaners in their homes. They are the firststring housekeepers of this country. Sell
them further on your theatre by showing
them you “keep house” the same
Note:

If you would

way.

like to have

a book-

let on all the details of correct carpet care,
write to the Institute of Carpet Manufacturers, Empire State Building, New York
City, saying that you read this article in
Boxoffice,

and

without charge.

one

will be mailed

to you

Bug Repelling Hoods
Big Help to Lighting
It is well known that bright light attracts insects, as evidenced by hordes of
flying pests which swarm around exposed
electric lights during the summer nights.
Entomologists have discovered that light
transmission of certain colors has the reverse effect and actually repels insects.
Amber or green color hoods, with holders to exclude all white light, placed over
ordinary electric lamps provide a pleasing decorative effect of soft colored light
that is said to positively repel flying insect pests. If the theatre front or canopy
is now lighted by exposed bulbs of white
or other insect-attracting colors, it would
be well to investigate bug-repelling color
hoods before summer comes. The hoods
may son
beandattached
removed during
when the
not “buggy”
needed.

American

Compiles New

Manual

All types of floor matting and the correct application of each in the theatre
field are discussed in detail in a new, profusely illustrated and informative catalogue now being made available to interested parties by the American Mat Corporation, of Toledo, Ohio.
Rubber, wood, composition and steel
matting for commercial, industrial and
decorative uses are included in the complete matting service offered by the company, which maintains a trained staff of
engineers, located throughout the United
States, who are available to solve any
specific floor matting problem.
The more important types of matting
are fully described in the catalogue, which
treats the various factors which induce
the installation of floor matting, including
safety, sanitation, modernization, cleaning
costs, comfort and beautification, each of
which is discussed authoritatively and at
length in the new publication.
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Trouble

or. . .

by Short Wave

Charlie Maass’ short wave set is built into
the trunk compartment of his car. Details
of how

Scene : On Hartford, Conn., road, five
miles north of Canton, Conn.
Place: In the front seat of Altec Service

a bit to tell you that the Rialto Theatre
in New Britain, Conn., just called you on
the long distance telephone and said they

man
Charles Maass’ Packard sedan.
Charlie is driving. He is going to the
Strand Theatre in Winsted to make a
regular service call.
Time: 1:30 p. m. on Monday afternoon.
Charlie is listening to a test frequency
come-in over the speaker on the short
wave receiver. This test is being made

were

between Chai'lie’s home station, where
another licensed amateur is operating his
home station controls, and Charlie on his
trip to Winsted in an experiment to check
his base field intensity (such as done by
all large broadcasting stations). Suddenly the test frequency comes in stronger and
then breaks to —

having trouble with the sound equipment. It seems there is bad scratching
and static-like noises on both machines,
with loss in volume and they are worried
about keeping the show on the screen, as
the noise is becoming worse.”
Charlie: “Tell ’em — now let’s see — I can
cut over through Collinsville and get there
in 15 or 20 minutes, when they call back
that I’m on my way. If any other calls
come in I’ll be at the Rialto Theatre in
New

Britain,

Conn.

We’ll

do

these

field

Mobile, WIJRP in
in, Charlie, if you

intensity tests later.”
Voice: “Goodbye, Charlie, I’ll tell ’em.
You’re coming in fine business. So we’ll
sign now.” (Charlie hangs up receiver and
turns off transmitter and test equipment
and steps on the gas. Eighteen minutes

get this.’’ (Charlie immediately pulls over
to the side of the road, turns on the
transmitter and calls his base station.)

later, Charlie’s car pulls up in front of
the Rialto Theatre, New Britain, Conn.
Charlie grabs his bag and a couple of

Charlie: “Hello WIJRP,
Hartford —
WIJRP Mobile, about five miles north of
Canton, Conn., coming back. Go ahead old

“D Spec” condensers from his spare parts,
based on the facts of his call, which gave
him a clue to the trouble. He opens the

man, what’s the trouble? The signals are
coming in fine so far, with slight fading

amplifier and replaces one of the condensers in the speech circuit and one in
the filter circuit and corrects the trouble.
Sound hits the screen in perfect quality

Voice:
Hartford

“Hello WIJRP
calling: Come

on rounding these mountain turns.”
Voice: “O. K. Charlie, I raised the power

four

it worked
panying article.

minutes

are given in the accom-

after the arrival of Charlie.

Projectionist: “Say, Charlie, that was
sure quick work. Howinell did you get here
so fast and how did you know what was
the trouble so that you had the parts right
up here in the booth with you?”
Charlie: “Didn’t you know I have a short
wave, two-way communication set in my
car? When you called I was between Hartford and Winsted and making field intensity tests when I was informed you
had called and of your trouble, so I turned
around and came here through Collinsville.
Well, you are O. K. now so I may as well
get on my way to my regular call in
A

“Ham”

Hookup

The automobile in which Charles E.
Winsted.”
Maass covers his territory as a theatre
sound service inspector for Altec Service,
is a

short-wave radio “station.” It contains a short-wave two-way communication transmitter, which has proved sufficiently powerful and sensitive to receive

and transmit messages anywhere in Maass’
territory. This extends in a 50-mile radius,
east-southeast and northwest of Hartford.
He

can make

contacts

either while park-

ed, or while in motion, with several Hartford stations as well as with a number of
stations in his territory and his own base.
Tire transmitter is licensed under the call
“WIJRP,”
cense.

Mr.

Maass’

“ham”

station

li-

His outfit uses a regular handset, similar to those used in home telephones. He
can carry on a conversation exactly as on
a telephone, that is, he can talk and listen
at the same time.
The handset is slightly lighter than the
standard home telephone set, and has a
200-ohm mike button. All operating controls are arranged so the rig can be operated from the driver’s seat while the car
is in motion.
Hardly an Amateur
Mr.

Maass was for two years radio officer on the “S.S. Leviathan.” He also
spent time as chief radio officer on such
While making frequency tests as he rode
through Connecticut five miles north of
Canton, Altec theatre sound serviceman
Charlie Maass picked up an emergency call
that was started by Rialto Theatre , New
Britain, telephoning to his home, which,
in turn was relayed to him by shortwave. His two-way radio has call letters
“WIJRP”
home
base. Mobile, and “WIJRP” at the
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vessels as the “S.S. H. F. Alexander,”
“S.S. President Jefferson,” S.S. City of
Panama” and was also with Captain Fried
on the ‘‘S.S. America” when that vessel,
through it’s radio, did heroic rescue work
of the “S.S. Florida” in the winter of 1929.
The receiver is a four-tube super-regenerative circuit which controls for tuning
from 55 to 63 megacycles. Receiver and
all controls for turning on and off receiver and transmitter are housed in the

may be
the driver’s
seat
in carried
motion, onor from
from either
the rear
of the
car, when tuning adjustments are required.
Transmitter tunes from 56 to 60 megacycles. Both transmitting and receiving
antenna are of the telescopic type and
when not in use only stand slightly below
the car top. When extended for use they
are only about three or four feet above
the car top.

“glove compartment” of his Packard. When
the glove compartment is closed there is
no indication of a set being in the car,
except for the handset which hangs on a
holder on the dashboard.

New

The transmitter is a master-oscillator
and power-amplifier circuit and is installed
in the trunk at the rear of the car. The
receiving antenna is mounted on the side
of the car by the right front door. The
transmitting antenna is mounted through
an insulator from the top of the regular
sedan body trunk, and runs directly to
the transmitter.

Microphone Unit
Announced by RCA

One

microphone which is said to combine in a compact, streamlined case all
the characteristics of three different type
microphones, making it suitable for radio,

Todays Audiences
ARE

MORE

CRITICAL

The present

projection

quality.

aberration,

color fringe, etc., are terms

that are

All operating controls are arranged so
the rig can be operated from the driver’s
seat while the car is in motion. Transmitter can be tuned from the trunk and
receiver speech circuit is carried back to
the transmitter so that duplex operation

familiar

Flatness

to a

one reason

among

or any public address use, is announced by RCA Manufacturing Company.
A handy switch at the base makes the new
unit uni-directional, bi-directional or nondirectional instantly.
Perfected in the same research laboratories which developed the first ribbon
type velocity microphone and the first
uni-directional carload pattern microphone,
the new unit finds numerous applications
in radio studios, on movie sets, in theatre
auditoriums, night clubs, and any other
indoor or outdoor location where an ordinary velocity, pressure or uni-directional
microphone proves insufficient for every
application.
With the control switch in the unidirectional position, the instrument picks
up only sounds reaching the front, or live
side — turning a deaf ear to those emanating from any other angle. As a bi-directional microphone, it performs like an
ordinary velocity instrument, being respon( Continued on following page)
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car storage battery if required, and by the
use of a vobropack this six volts is stepped
up to the 300 volts required to operate a
transmitter.

btt- — - — — «
White, Silver and
Shatter-Proof Beaded — - -

extent of amateur

Address
334,

332

The

MODERN

S. Michigan

Ave.,

THEATRE,
Chicago,

III.

m

DEVICES CO.
10516 WESTERN AVE., CLEVELAND, OHIO

New Microphone Unit
Announced by RCA
(Continued

sive on only two sides. In the third position, the control switch permits sounds
coming from any angle to be picked up.
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Exhibitor Finds
Quick Diagnosis
“Plain Miracle”
CHICAGO—

"We

were

playing

to

a

good

business on a Tuesday matinee in the Olympia Theatre, when for a reason we couldn’t
find, the sound went dead on our No. 1
machine,” said Doc Rafalski, General Manager of Bland Bros. Theatres.
"We called Altec, and C. G. Bosworth
promptly arrived at the theatre. He immediately discovered there was no voltage in
the photo-electric cell, resulting from a
broken connection in a coupling unit.
"Bosworth had the No. 1 machine
tioning normally in a few minutes.
only necessary to double up on the
machine twice from the time he got
theatre.

funcIt was
No. 2
to my

"The uncanny way the Altec man instantly puts his finger on what is wrong may
be the result of engineering ability, but it’s
just a plain miracle to me.”
Exhibitors whose theatres are protected by an
Altec Service inspector’s regular visits have
greater peace of mind. They can devote their
full energies to problems claiming their undistracted attention. Write to

■ALTEC
250 West 57th Street, New York City
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The microphone is really two “mikes” in
one — a bi-directional velocity microphone
and a non-directional pressure instrument.
The output of each comes down to the
control switch, which cuts in one or the
other, or both. When the two are connected in series, they give the uni-directional response.
Because of its small size (2 V2 by 8V2
inches) , the three-way unit is ideal for use
by speakers or singers before an audience.
It is not large enough to act as a barrier,
and can be adjusted in an instant to pick
up or “ignore” audience reaction.
In small quarters, space may be conserved by using it as a unidirectional microphone and placing it against a wall or
in a corner. Its value is also apparent for
use with public address systems, particularly portable types, because of its adaptability and light weight.
Its directional characteristics are said
to be uniform at all frequencies, an advantage which has come to be accepted
by many engineers as exclusive with velocity-type microphones. This has been
accomplished in the new device by using
ribbon units for both the velocity and
pressure sections. The new model designated Model 77-C has a uniform frequency
response from 40 to 10,000 cycles. In spite
of its small size and light weight a high
order of sensitivity ( — 62 db for a 10 bar
signal) has been achieved through new
structure design and the use of new magnet
material.

Lens Making Art Now
Centers in America
amounted to a "declaration of Independence” for the lens making art in
the United States was voiced by W. B.
Rayton, of Bausch & Lomb, when he told
the Annual Spring Convention of the Society of Motion Picture Engineers, in session Tuesday, April 18, in Hollywood, that
the American optical industry has now
reached the point where its raw materials
(optical glass) and its technical skill recognizes no superiors in Europe or elsewhere.
In his paper presented to the motion
picture technicians, Mr. Rayton traced the
development of the optical industry in this
country from the latter part of the nineteenth century, when we were dependent
upon Europe for optical materials and
bowed to the superior technical prestige
of its projection lens makers. The world
war cut off European sources of supply
and served to stimulate a more rapid advance in the optical art and industry here,
he said.
The engineer members of the Society
visited the Paramount studios as guests
of Loren Ryder, director of recording, and
were given an opportunity to see projection
background shooting at the studio, an art
of production which is generally closed to
studio visitors. Paramount, however, extended the chance to the research engineers to enable them to get a practical
knowledge of production conditions to aid
them in laboratory experiments continually being conducted in the East.
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The Perisphere Presented
A Sound Problem

ANYONE who can imagine himself

shouting to hear his echo in a spherical room 180 feet in diameter can
well appreciate the confusion of sounds
that would result if he shouted within the
Perisphere at The New York World’s Fair
1989, were it not properly treated with
acoustical materials. Multiply this one
echo by a chorus of a thousand voices, a
full symphonic orchestra, plus the rumble
of moving machinery, and you will have a
real problem in sound control.
Housing “The City of Tomorrow’’ exhibit, the Perisphere is one of two huge

millions of minute air cells contained within this sound absorbing material. Acting
like a vigilant and permanent barrier to
make doubly sure no sound will be reflected back into the central chamber another sound absorbing material, a rheeted
mineral wool product has been installed at
a distance of some eight feet behind the
units comprising surface treatment. This
material is fitted in between the structural
steel girders and the inner surface of the
sphere’s outside shell. It functions not
only as a further means of preventing
troublesome echoes from returning to the
audiences in the Perisphere, but as efficient heat insulation.
The result of this acoustical treatment,
according to the World’s Fair engineers
and Mr. Swan, the acoustical consultant,
will be the complete elimination of reverberations, double tones, or garbled words,
by imprisoning sound waves. Hundreds of
thousands of spectators who will pass
through the Theme Center Exhibit will
hear every voice, sound and musical note
clearly and distinctly while marveling at
the spectacle spread before them.

Are You Afraid to Look
the Calendar
in the Eye?
Hot
the

Your surest guide when planning to
modernize your theatre property is to
deal with responsible men. They’ll assure you the finest the equipment market has to offer and they’ll save you
money over the long pull.

failing- to provide the high
standard of comfort possible
with
cooling equipment. modern

REYNOLDS BLOWERS
Cool and Ventilate
Economically

Model of the interior of the Perisphere,
from which spectators will view “The City
of Tomorrow” exhibit at the New York
World’s Fair. (Photo courtesy Celotex
Corporation ) .

Quietly
Without Vibration
Eight models
from
2,500 cfm
to

geometrical figures which will comprise
the dominant Theme Center of the Fair.
The largest structure of its shape ever built,
there were no precedents to be followed
in acoustically treating its interior. The
problem was further complicated by the
fact that the interior dome-like wall is to
be used as a motion picture screen during
the presentation of the Theme Exhibit.
For projection purposes, the surface must
be smooth — for sound absorption the surface must be porous.
Because it was necessary that the room
remain a shell, acoustical treatment and
noise reduction in this huge spherical room
presented a challenge to Clifford M. Swan,
acoustical consulting engineer for The New
York World’s Fair, 1939. Finally, working
in cooperation with Mr. Swan, the scheme
of treatment suggested by Jacobson &
Company, Inc., New York City, using modern acoustical products was adopted. Here
is how the dome-like interior was treated
acoustically.
The surface of the inside curved ceilings
and walls, visible to the eye of the spectator, is composed of a rigid sound absorbent board of shredded wood fibres
bonded together with a high temperature
cement, installed in large painted sheets
with flush joints. The surface treatment
is backed by two different materials installed in checkerboard pattern, one being
plasterboard, the other a material similar
to outer surface but coarser in texture. The
purpose of the checkerboard pattern is to
avoid interference by distributing echoes
which cause poor hearing conditions.
Music, songs and voices in the forms of
sound waves originating within the sphere,
enter the porous field and are trapped by
BOXOFFICE
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with reciprocal expressions of esteem and
respect. I grant you the proceedings may
be “comic” in the eyes of the profession,
but when I see gratitude beaming from
the eyes of the theatre owners for a
“crooked” job well done, accompanied by
the invitation from him for “us to hist
one,” I never fail to offer my standard
toast,
Now “Here’s
and thento I crime.”
get tripped up by a labor

It's That Gypsy Instinct That
Me to Out-of-Way Places
By Gordon

HAVING just re-

turned to home
base in Milwaukee after a 6,000mile jaunt that took
me on a pear-shaped
tour through fifteen
states calling on theatre owners, I now feel
more than ever impressed with my prow’
ess as a perambulatin
air conditioning engi.
er
ne
During the trek in my trusty Zephyr,
which took me south to the Gulf, west into
Texas and back by way of Kansas, Oklahoma and Missouri, I engineered nine
theatre jobs on location besides taking
care of some fishing and my “fan mail”
which followed me en route. Who said

“theatre owners won’t write?” I must
have averaged answering three letters a
day while away. Took my typewriter with
me. Was graciously received wherever I
stopped and hospitably entertained. Was
razzed and kidded quite a bit, too, but this
served to make me feel “at home.”
Many of my gracious hosts had written
inviting me to visit them personally and
look into their air conditioning complaints
first hand. Therefore, my trip was largely
an invitational affair. Had a lot of fun.
Met a lot of swell folks. Am now seriously considering the acquisition of a trailer
in which to stow my typewriter, drawing
board and fishing tackle and taking to the
road. It’s the gypsy in me, I guess.
Business

Is Bothersome

You see, I am not a business man. I
am a professional man — but not a professional comic. I suppose even the editor
will accord me my amateur status in that
respect.
When I get on a theatre job and find
something done wrong or being done contrary to instructions, nobody dares laugh
at me. I haven’t yet found anybody even
in the mood for levity. Equipment men
and contractors have been known to swear
at me right in my face. But I swear back
at them — with a smile.
When I specify two 18.000 c.f m. blowers for a particular job and accidentally
learn that a contractor bidding for the

* Air Conditioning
Wisconsin.
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Engineer, Milwaukee,

Propels

Coaxing

contract asks for prices on 16,000 c.f.m.
blowers, what am I expected to do? Smile
and crack a joke? I’d much rather crack
somebody’s head. It just happened that
this fan manufacturer knew what was
specified for the job since I had previously
asked for prices, and he called my attention to the bidder’s request. Thus we
scotched it before anybody got hurt.
Let’s be charitable and assume it was
“carelessness” on the bidder’s part. It
could have been, you know. But how does
that help me if the job did not function
perfectly because of a deficiency of air? It
is for this reason that on every job I do,
I personally stick around like Grant did
around Richmond, because just one little
slip on anybody’s part could cause me lots
of grief when “testing time” comes.
Practically every theatre air conditioning job of any size has three phases: The
technical, the business aspect and the political side of it. The technical end I can
usually handle without assistance. On the
business aspect of it, the owner and I just
put our heads together and work out a
budget. The political end of the job, however, is where adroitness and astuteness is
needed by all of us, and sometimes even
that is insufficient.
to Contend

and

Cussing

When I am called in on a job, should I
not become rapidly aware of the psychology of every man-jack connected with it.
there’s stormy weather ahead — for me. I
have to know who to coax and who to

H. Simmons*

Things

union, contractors’ association, municipal department or Industrial Commission
about some item on the job, causing my
budget of costs to skyrocket. But when
I do, I get so lugubrious that possibly my
listeners might have some license to laugh.

With

In certain towns, the union is strongly
entrenched. In others, there isn’t any
union nor any local skilled labor. In certain sections of the country, there are contractors’ associations, whose members always sell labor and material at cost —
cost to you. And overhead on material and
labor is an item of cost.
In certain states there are Industrial
Commissions whose mandates about conditioning jobs sometimes seem unreasonable. If an installation is not “according
to code,” it cannot be started up.
Now, I never argue with these fellows.
It’s like talking back to a traffic cop. I
take ’em out and get ’em stewed if I can:
anyhow I buy a drink and then say: “Look
here, Old Top, I’m just a small guy trying to get along and if you don’t get
broad-minded about this there won’t be
any job for me and lots of other hungry
fellows, for this owner cannot afford to
spend the dough to do it your way. Besides, it isn’t necessary and you know it,
and you know that I know it. So let’s get
It may take a few more beers, but I
together.”
don’t
begrudge ’em, and we usually part

cuss, and just how much. I’ve never yet
come back from any job with a “shiner”
and told my wife, “Dearie, I ran into a
door.” This should attest the fact that
“cussing” with me is an asset, not a
liability.
But can theatre owners cuss?

They are

the cussedest bunch I know. No, I didn’t
make any rhetorical mistake. But their
business makes them that way. They have
to contend with both the producers and
the public, but I only have to contend
with theatre owners. So I listen to ’em
cuss sympathetically, well knowing that
flesh and blood can only stand so much
and I wish that I could help them in other
ways than by air conditioning.
But a shoemaker should stick to his last
and I’m sticking to mine. Sometimes I
feel I am stuck with it, but the feeling soon
passes. And sometimes I wish in a vicious
manner that theatre owners would spread
their air conditioning work over twelve
months instead of three. Most times the
job can be done cheaper during the offseason and more time and thought can be
given to it — obviously resulting in a better
Overwhelming

Sympathy

job.If we — all of us — could only learn to
pause for a few minutes occasionally in
our headlong rush to accumulate money
or get something done that isn’t really so
important, and would contemplate something that brings a smile or a happy memory— that constitutes “Soul Conditioning.”
And now since the fat is in the fire and

Are You Confused?
The subject of Air Conditioning explained in common, non-technical
every-day terms becomes less baffling
to the man who wants to buy equipment. If you are confused regarding
the application of air conditioning to
your theatre, write a letter to Gordon
H. Simmons, 926 N. Cass Avenue,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, outlining your
conditions, seating capacity, room
dimension, present equipment, etc.
Give him the facts, ENCLOSE POSTAGE for reply and he'll be glad to
analyze your layout and give you unbiased recommendations on your requirements.
The MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

I unexpectedly came out from behind my
whiskers as a full-blown philosopher, I
may as well tell the world that I’ve alleviated thousands of souls and lightened
their loads by helping to erase the sweat
from many a forehead, which allows relaxation and rest for an hour or two, at
least. These people do not know that I’ve
been around, but they know that somebody has — and they’re grateful. (Whoops
— sounds like Little Sir Echo! — Ed).
When I go into a poorly conditioned
movie house on a hot day and watch a
thousand people sweat and squirm, I shed
bitter tears. The contemplation of such
mass misery makes me feel like I know
you do about the Japs being in China.
Such wholesale humidity streaming
from so many brows tears at my heartstrings while distracting my attention
from the picture. Often, under such circumstances, I reach for my wife’s hand to
hold for consolation, and once I was in
such anguish that I accidentally and absent-mindedly squeezed the hand of the
wrong wife.

Air Conditioning Story
In Walt Disney Style
A new 12-page booklet which tells “The
Story of Air Conditioning” in an instructive and entertaining manner has just been
released. Illustrated in the Disney cartoon style, the booklet creates four hypothetical characters — Tempy, Drippy, Dusty
and Stirry — to personify temperature, humidity, cleanliness and air motion, respectively, the four elements to be contended
with in air conditioning.
Personality sketches of these characters
and a graphic description of their treatment in an air conditioning system serve to
simplify an ordinarily complex subject.
Copies are available from the Air Conditioning Manufacturers’ Association, Southern Building, Washington, D. C.

Read Gordon H. Simmons, the gent who
conducts the corner to the right. He’ll
give you a lot of helpful hints on your
air conditioning system.

SIMMONS'
Problems

presented

herein

are bona

representing- reader interest.
proval of correspondents.

Q-AND-A

fide and

Original

signed

only the most timely and typical for reproduction here. The following letter from
an exhibitor in Arkansas is characteristic
of many:
articles regupleasure and
is that they
the exnibnor

“I am planning to install a new ventilating system in my theatre this summer,
and wish your advice. The building is 25
by 100 feet, with ceiling 16 to 19 feet, and
seats about 300. I find air cooling comfortable at nights except for a very few,
and do not wish to install washed air unless necessary. My present equipment consists of a three h. p. flat belt motor with
a large old-style noisy blower. It discharges
air directly into the building near the
upper third of the screen on one side only.
“I should be pleased to have your recommendation for blower and motor, with best
location for them, size and length of duct
or ducts and grille, and best location lo.
them. Any suggestions and information
will be appreciated, and I might even reciprocate with a cheroot — or something. —
E.B. W.”
The Answer: “I received your letter of
February 9th and am glad that you approve of our efforts in Boxoffice.
“These articles are written in the interest of the exhibitor, first, last and all
the time, trying to put him on guard
against, possibly I should say, the seller’s
lack of information about the exhibitor’s
special needs.

For AIR CONDITIONING
and REFRIGERATION
Continuous cooling and
recirculation of the same
water over and over with
this MARLEY
All-Steel
Water Cooling Unit.
Small, neat.
★

Quiet, inexpensive
operation.
★ Easy to install.
★ Prompt delivery.

Models lor INDOOR

or OUTDOOR

Service

""MAI ILEY*.
Stop Wasting

WriteNOW

Water

Losing

for Full Descriptive

3001 Fairfax Road

BOXOFFICE

and

Profits I

“Should any salesman, plumber or hardware dealer write me as you have, I’d respond just as gladly. The mis-information
about air conditioning that you exhibitors
now have was picked up from these folks,
so they too need to be set straight if air
conditioning as a science and an industry
is to progress.
“I do not pose as an infallible authority
on air conditioning matters. I have made
mistakes, too. But I don’t make the
mistake twice. So having made so
mistakes, I suppose there are not
more possible left for me, unless
so frank is one.

same
many
many
being

Literature

Kansas City, Kans.

concoctions

for the purpose

letters are on file for examination,

Increasing with every issue, the Corner’s
correspondence has now reached such volume that we must be selective, taking

The Letter: “I read your
larly in Boxoffice with both
profit. What impresses me
seem to be in the interest of
first; the seller, second.

CORNER

are not imaginary

“In regard to your problem, I could
more intelligently handle it if I had even
a crude dimensioned sketch of your house.
I need to know the length of your audi-

subject

of mis-

to the ap-

torium only. Possibly your lobby and foyer
cut off 25 feet of the 100 feet total you
report.
“In this event, you can distribute your
air from the stage-end of your house
through two supply openings on each side
of the stage, but get these openings high
up. I recommend top of openings within
two feet of ceiling line (any cross beams
on your ceiling?) and size of each to be
22 by 60 inches. Use a special air diffuser
grille that must be selected according to
the depth and width of your house.
“You will need 12,000 c.f.m. of air at
1-inch static pressure. Purchase a blower
to this specification and you can use it
whenever you air condition.
“Your present motor is large enough
for the blower that I have in mind. But
I’d prefer a ‘V’ belt drive as well as a
variable speed motor.
“You might let me know the temperature of your city water or if you can get
a small-bore deep well at low cost. Should
your water be pretty cold, a cooling installation will cost very little additional
to a ventilation system.
“As to best location of blower and motor,
I would need a sketch of your house before
I could properly advise you. Sometimes
they are put under the stage, and again
sometimes at stage level and back of screen
or even to one side of it, depending of
course upon the room available. Its location is usually selected to cut down on
duct work.
“Should your blower be mounted anywhere near your sound equipment, put a
noise isolation base under it and select a
blower having an outlet velocity of about
1,200 feet per minute.

“Possibly the location of your present
blower would be satisfactory lor your new
blower, provided you select a quiet one.
And it might well be that some of your
present duct work can be used, too. But
you’d have to give me a sketch showing
its location and size, otherwise I’d just be
guessing. And guessing is the surest way
to get into trouble on these jobs.
“For a cheroot, I’d make you a plan.
And if it’s a good one, I’ll supply a fancy
border with artistic lettering. But, seriously, I am quite willing to be of any
assistance to you that I can be. I can
give you some direction possibly in regard
to how to handle your job. As a reader
of my

articles in Boxoffice,
titled to it. My public must

you are enbe served. —

:: April 29, 1939
G. H.S.”
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THE SUPPLy HlflfiT
Something
Entirely New
in Theatre Decoration! Predecorated, beautifully finished
KOLOR-TRIM
MOLDINGS
for use with NUWOOD
— the modern
interior finish that
decorates, insulates, controls sound.
Write
WOOD
Room

for complete

facts.

CONVERSION

134-4

COMPANY

First National Bank
ST. PAUL, MINN.

Building

WHAT
AND

WHEN
YOU
FASTEN
ANYTHING
IN MASONRY,
DEPEND
ON THESE
CHICAGO
PRODUCTS
Expansion nuts where exterior finish
is important.
Four theatre style expansion bolts
nently.
for fastening: theatre seats perma-

Room

601,

EXPANSION

134

S. Clinton

BOLT

WHERE

NEED

TO FIND IT

WAGNER
WAGNER

CO.

St., Chicago

MAY

Multiple-Size Silhouette Letters and
3-in-l Mounting Units (Glass-in-frame
Construction). Send for literature.

Drill points, chucks and setting tools.
SEE YOUR
DEALER
— or write us.

CHICAGO

YOU

Chicago

—

SIGN

New

SERVICE,

Yrork

—

Detroit

—

Inc.
Toronto

Specify GoldE
Standard
Products and
know
you
have the best in Spotlights,
Rewinds,
Rewind
Tables,
Film Cabinets, New Aluminum Magazines, Stereopticons, Cleaner Stands, New
Roto-Chrome
Color Spot-

“MAGIC
-WEATHER”
FANS
AIR-WASHERS
COMBINATION
Amazing

ups,

1214-22

cost within

BALLANTYNE
Omaha,

St.

Illinois

BE SURE

THAT

GIVES

CO.

Mazda

YOUR

YOU

Lamps

SUPPLIER

GENUINE
made

by G. E.

Nebr.

Service and Upkeep of
Theatre Vacuum Cleaners
Mechanically, the better electric cleaners are so constructed that they only need
oiling and general cleaning once every
three or four months. Dust bags, however, should be emptied daily and cleaned
thoroughly when they begin to get stiff.
Better still, put them on a regular schedule
for cleaning once a month.
How should bags be cleaned? Turn
them inside out and clean with a vacuum
cleaner, by air pressure. Bags may be drycleaned by a special process only. Get in
touch with the manufacturer of the machine and ask him. Don’t attempt to do
it without advice from the factory. And
never wash bags because some are specially treated to increase filtering qualities.
Oiling should be done on a regular schedule. Be sure the workman wipes off surplus oil to prevent clogging or danger of
staining carpets. Non-squeak wheels with
graphite centers are self-lubricating, therefore they need not be oiled.
Storage is most important, also. Store
electric cleaners near the place they will
be used, preferably on the same floor to
obviate damage due to bumping the machine from step to step. Never put them
beside a steam pipe because heat affects
rubber. Dark storage is better than light.
Maintenance of a theatre vacuum cleaner
affects its efficiency. So always remember that the one that takes up the most
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CO.

Madison

UNITS

results at a

222 No. 16th

MFG.

W.

Chicago,

reason — The low cost cooling equipment that quickly pays for itself.

THE

light, Changeover, Takeetc. —
New
Catalog.

GOLDE

dirt fastest gets clogged soonest and must
compensate for that handicap. That means
that any cleaner is penalized in proportion to its goodness.

New A. S. R. E. Data Book

frigerant properties, insulation, cork and
small air conditioning systems.
The price of the Data Book remains the
same, $4.00 per copy in the United States
and $4.50 elsewhere. Copies may be ordered from the publishers, The American
Society of Refrigerating Engineers, at 37
West 39th St., New York, N. Y.

On Refrigeration Ready
The Refrigerating Data Book, published by The American Society of Refrigerating Engineers, now widely used by men
in every branch of refrigeration and air
conditioning, appeared again in the Fourth
Edition on February 1, with a wealth of
new material and all data brought up-todate in line with the newest developments
and practice in these fields.
The practical value of this standard reference work is already well known, since
it is the only publication in which all the
essential data and information on refrigeration are assembled in a single conveniently arranged volume. As in previous editions, the men whose combined
efforts result in the finished Data Book
comprise a cross section of the best brains
in the refrigeration and air conditioning
industry.
The new Fourth Edition is even more
practical and useful than earlier ones.
Many chapters have been rewritten entirely, in order that the entire contents
be up-to-date. These new chapters include those on compression systems, absorption systems, dry ice, fluid flow, re-

Safety Precaution in
the Erection of Signs
There is considerable liability attached
to the erection of a sign or marquee over
a public street. Anyone without the
necessary experience and equipment is liaable through ignorance, carelessness or
accident to damage not only your sign or
property, but the person or property of
others, and unless a responsible firm is
doing this work, you would be liable for
such damages, with the possibility of being involved in an expensive legal action
for injuries sustained or property damaged.
Therefore, it is just good business protection for you to be sure to have a responsible firm erect and service your sign
and marquee. Such a firm will be fully
covered by workmen’s compensation,
lic liability and property damage
other forms of insurance which will
tect both you and themselves against
loss or liability.
The MODERN
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puband
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GLASS

INDEX

BLOCKS
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ADVERTISING
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During the past several years, the
popularity of glass block construction has
been spreading to all parts of the country
— and into all types of buildings. In
European countries the progress of glass
blocks as an accepted building material is
even more pronounced. Probably the
largest immediate market in this country
is in factory buildings, where large areas
of glass blocks can be used to provide better light and insulation for manufacturing operations.

Advisory Board
The PLANNING
INSTITUTE
la conducted in collaboration with the following theatre architects, structural designers and engineers, who have agreed to act as technical
advisers to the Institute and editorial text
contributors to THE
MODERN
THEATRE
from their respective localities,
Charles
Detroit,

N. Agree,
Michigan.

virtually all types of commercial
tures.

Samuel C. Allen,
Saginaw, Michigan.
Clifford A. Baleh,
Los Angeles, Calif.
Bruce F. Barnes,
St. Louis, Mo.
Arnold E. Baschen
Hannibal, Mo.

&

Assoc.,

Roy A. Benjamin,
Jacksonville, Fla.
Bennett & Straight,
Dearborn, Mich.
T. H. Buell &
Denver, Colo.
Corgan
Dallas,

& Moore,
Tex.

Erwin G. Fredrick,
Chicago, III.
I. Hohauser,
York, N. Y.

Inc.,

Donn Hougen,
Wisconsin Rapids,

Likewise, the almost unlimited decorative and lighting effect possibilities of
glass blocks, in both general business and
theatre construction, give promise of such
a volume of business that they may ultimately equal or exceed the volume of use
for strictly practical purposes.

Wis.

Houston & Smith,
Dallas, Tex.

many

Mark
D. Kaliselier,
Chicago, III.
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Lewin,

N

Liebenberg & Kaplan,
Minneapolis, Minn.
MacKie
& Kamrath,
Houston, Tex.

Look

to GENERAL for proper POSTURE—-comforting ease and grateful
relaxation that win good-will. Look for
colorful, modem design that makes an
interior distinctive.

Marr & Holman,
Nashville, Tens.
Pereira & Pereira,
Chicago, 111.
Worley,

National
National

Carbon Co., Inc
Super Service Co

L.

Rapp,

quality seating
is surprisingly

Inc.,

e c o n o m

Victor A. Rigaxnount,
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Ben Schlanger Associates,
Ellasoph & Greenspoon,
Montreal, Quo., Canada
Spillman & Spillman,
San Antonio, Tex,

cal.

Just consult a
GENERAL dealer

lor

a

new

chair

or reseating job. He
will SQUARE
give you
"A

O. W. Stiegemeyer,
St. Louis, Mo.
David Supowitz,
Philadelphia, Pa.

DEAL

IVetherell & Harrison,
Des Moines, la.
NOTE:
The Institute does not undertake
the practical functions of an architect or
designer. Its service is intended merely
to ,nace our readers in touch with reliable
local sources of preliminary information
and advice on theatre planning and structural problems. Inquiries pertaining to
Architectural Service
will be
relayed
promptly to the nearest member
of the advisory board.
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types of construction and for modern theatre projects particularly.
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Sign Letter Co
Service Corj)

Kaplan & Sprachman,
Toronto, Ont., Can.

Edward
Paul
Chicago, 111.
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A
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struc-

Glass blocks are designed to be entirely
practical for both exterior and interior
use. They bring to building construction
not only efficient light transmission, but
also a considerable degree of insulation
value. Furthermore, the fact that glass
blocks are corrosion resistant, require no
painting, remain impervious to varying
weather conditions and are easy to keep
clean makes them especially desirable in

Co.,

Eugene DeRosa,
New York, N. Y.

Wm.
New

This is particularly true in factories
where air conditioning is used. And in
this respect, glass blocks have also found
ready acceptance in the theatre field,
where close temperature ranges must be
maintained. The many utilitarian values
of these blocks make them desirable in
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MT517
MT518
MT519

ADVERTISING

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety
Moving words projector

MT505

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516

plete
Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed

conditioning

Air filters
Air diffusers, high velocity
Cooling coils

DECORATIONS

and FURNISHING

MT552
MT553
MT554
MT555
MT556
MT557
MT558
MT559
MT560
MT5G1
MT562
MT5 63

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT52G
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT537
MT538
MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543
MT544
MT545

AIR CONDITIONING

plants — com-

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous
colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental
Rubber seat upholstery
Rubber floor & wall coverings

LIGHTING
MT550
MT551

MT564

Lumiline lamps
Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers
Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge
Lighting

plants,

SANITATION

units

individual

MAINTENANCE

MT569
MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577
MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes
Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum
Disinfectants
Deodorant
blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators
Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MT650
MT651

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT652

Hand

MTG53
MTG54
MT655
MT656
MT657

Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans
Plumbing fixtures
Toilet seats

driers,

USE
YOU

WANT

THIS

COUPON

ISN'T LISTED, ASK FOR

UNDER

IT BY NAME

"REMARKS''

The MODERN THEATRE
Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, 111.

4-29-39

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items. (List Key Numbers Below).

Remarks:

Name
Theatre
City

64

State

electric

SOUND
MT661
MT662
MT663
MT664
MT665
MT666
MT667
MTG68
MT669
MTG70
MT671
MT672
MT673
MT674
MT675
MT676
MT677
MTG78

Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
MT58 6 Ladders, safety
MT587 Uniforms, staff
MT588
Screen cleaning tools
MT589 Venetian blind cleaners

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps

MTG41
MT642
MT643
MTG44
MT645
MT646
MTG47
MT648
MTG49

Sound systems, complete
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers
Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn
Lens assemblies, sound
Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

PROJECTION

STAGE

IF WHAT

will find this

page a ready source of information on
products which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU.

Information on the following items may be secured by sending in the coupon.
Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed is wanted,
just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.
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MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499
MT500

Readers

MT591
MT592

Projectors, complete with
Projectors, standard

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT596

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

MT597
MT598
MT599
MT600
MT601
MT602

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MT603
MT604
MT605
MTG06

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

MT607
MTG08
MTG09
MTG10
MT611
MT612
MT613
MT614
MT615
MTG16

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic

MTG17
MT618
MT619
MT620
MT621
MT622
MT623
MT624
MTG25
MT626
MT627
MTG28
MT629
MT630
MT631
MT632

Change-over devices
Slide projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers
Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

MT633

Rectifiers, magnesium-copper
sulphide

EQUIPMENT

sound
MT685
MT6S6

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MTG88
MTG89
MTG90
MT691

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MTG92
MTG93

Footlights
Switchboards

STRUCTURAL

picture

MATERIALS

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT706
MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, viterous enamel
Fronts, porcelain enamel
Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719
MT720
MT721
MT722

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers
Ticket issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff
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• “I dropped

into the Majestic the other night.

There’s where I’m going after this when

I want

to really enjoy a show. I’ve never seen better
theater lighting. I found my seat without stum-

impressions. When people desire to see a particular feature they go to a theater they know will
present it properly and in comfortable surroundings. Such presentation means just one thing —
high intensity projection.

bling and groping. My eyes didn’t get tired and
I figured that was because there was no sharp
contrast between the screen and the walls

Simplified High Intensity projection costs little
more than obsolete low intensity projection.

around

But it does give your patron the impulse to return.

it. It was a color feature and I’ve never

seen more natural color on the screen.”
Patrons do comment in this manner on theaters they visit and their friends respond to their

Ask your Dealer’s
Facts on Equipment

Salesman for the
ami Operation Costs
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(Hollywood

is concerned, Hollywood’s progressive organizations united to plan a
calendar for their participation in

“National Security Week” as proclaimed
by the National Conference of 100.
In charge of events locally is the
American Committee for Peace Through
Democracy, which has been sponsoring an
intensive campaign in support of the
Thomas Amendments to the U. S. Neutrality Act. Taking a leading part also,
under the direction of Melvyn Douglas,
Miriam Hopkins and other film folk, is the
Hollywood Committee of 56, ten members of which are included in the list of
national sponsors. Plans are being drafted
to have newsreels made of the entire committee membership, telling why each supports the Thomas amendments. Climaxing
the week was to be a “town meeting” on
the steps of the City Hall, April 29, with
Mayor Fletcher Bowron of Los Angeles as
one of the honored guests.
Douglas was also in the foreground,
sharing the limelight with Gloria Stuart,
as the Motion Picture Democratic Committee went into action in connection with
the Los Angeles municipal elections.
Douglas and Miss Stuart headlined a radio
program, titled “Municipal Follies,” which
was broadcast over Station KEHE, listing
the MPDC’s recommended candidates for
city council, the municipal courts and the
board of education. Douglas further
found the time, along with George Soule,
Waldo Frank and others of the film
colony, to endorse a national congress of
Mexicans and Spanish Americans who
were to meet April 28-30 for a discussion
of their minority problems. The Hollywood Anti-Nazi League also planned to
send a representative.
“Democracy Is Born in America” has
been selected as the second lecture in a
series sponsored by the HANL as part of
its spring membership drive, with Dr. Norman Byrne, local educator, as the speaker.
Series comprises eight lectures.
Dr. Holland D. Roberts, Stanford University professor, spoke on “The Cinema
as an Educator” in one of the lecture
series sponsored by the Associated Film
Audiences, attended by scores of Hollywood notables and educational leaders.
Also engendering considerable interest
:: April 29, 1939

Blvd; Ivan

Spear,

Western

In a sudden reversal from what, a few
days earlier, appeared to be rapid steps
toward

complete settlement, warfare between the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes and its rebel studio
unit, Local 37, has broken out again on
several fronts. Efforts to negotiate peace,
undertaken by District Attorney Buron
Fitts and Dr. Towne Nylander of the national labor relations board proved futile
when international officers refused to accept a “settlement or else” ultimatum presented by ousted officials of the local.
Superior court hearing on attempts by
each

faction
tions against
and a grand
until May 2,
on that
charges

to secure permanent injuncthe other has been resumed
jury investigation, continued
appears slated to be opened

date to inquire into the local’s
that more than $1,000,000 in

“special assessments” have been illegally
collected from the membership by the international. Also continuing their probe,
though more or less undercover, are two
special investigators representing the Dies
committee, sent here last week to look
into the turbulent situation.
Both

the international,

currently

in con-

trol of Local 37’s headquarters, books and
operations, and the local declare they will
carry the fight through to the finish —
statements which appear to have doomed
any possible hope of settlement.
The local is currently bending all efforts
to enforce
court

and

a “dues strike” against the international, pending the outcome of the
grand jury hearings, and has

Manager)

to Ultimatum

Fans Jurisdictional

this area

CENTER

PRODUCTION

IA Cold Shoulder

Determined to make the occasion significant and successful, at least insofar as
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THE

Office — Suite 219 at 6404 Hollywood

Full Support for
Security Week
crowded

OF

VIEWS

Flames

been

granted

court

assurance

that

studio

employment will be guaranteed its members even though their IA cards are delinquent.
With the date to be set shortly, the
Screen Actors Guild’s Junior Council has
approved a proposal to conduct a new
election to fill 17 vacancies on the council, the senior SAG
directorate having
tossed

out the election held April 16 because a quorum of 20 per cent of the membership was not present to vote.
The Screen Directors Guild has set May
21 as the date for its annual election of a
board

of directors, who in turn will convene to choose a president, first and second vice-presidents, secretary and treasurer. Assistant directors will name a new

governing board June 18. Nominating
blanks for the senior election are already
in the mail. Fifteen new board members
will be chosen. Meantime final action on
the SDG-producer working agreement is
temporarily stalemated due to the absence
of Mabel Walker Willebrandt, SDG
counsel.
Still reportedly on the verge of signatures is the Screen Writers Guild-producer basic pact, the SWG executive board
having met to hear a report on the status
of negotiations.
Producers, studio managers and
Screen Set Designers are ironing
points

in the

demanded
Readers

new

wage-hour

the
out

agreement

by the SSD. Producers are considering demands filed by the Screen
and Screen Publicists Guild.

in the film colony’s liberal circles is a
mass meeting planned for May 11 by the

rated

North
ish
Vayo,
will be

the home of Ella Winter and Donald Ogden Stewart, chairman of the HANL. On
hand to pledge support in the name of
Lardner, who was killed in Spain while
fighting with the Loyalists, were Anatole
Litvak, the Lewis Milestones, Arthur

American Committee to Aid SpanDemocracy, at which Julio Alvarez del
foreign minister of Loyalist Spain,
the chief speaker.

Hollywood Now, official publication of
the HANL, reported that German-American Bund members, at a recent meeting,
were ordered to write the sponsors of the
Eddie Cantor, Walter Winchell and Robert L. Ripley radio broadcasts threatening
to boycott their respective products if
those personalities are not taken off the
air.
To be devoted to rehabilitating veterans
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, a James
Lardner

Memorial

Fund

has been

inaugu-

by Vincent Sheehan, the announcement coming at an informal reception at

Sheekman, John
Ira Gershwin, E.
William Dieterle,
McClaine, Gale
Biberman and Mr.

O'Hara, Mr. and Mrs.
A. DuPont, Fritz Lang,
Robert Benchley, John
Sondergaard, Herbert
and Mrs. Frank Tuttle.

"Coed"

to Meg
Simon
S. Sylvan
Simon
will direct “Dancing
Coed,” Eleanor Powell starrer for Metro.

H
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Balaban

Disclosure

Paramount

Building

Climaxing an important series of home
office-studio conferences which had been
underway for two weeks, President Barney Balaban of Paramount announced the
acquisition of a 150-acre tract of land on
Pico Blvd., near the 20th Century-Fox
studios in Westwood, and disclosed plans
for the construction of a new $12,000,000
studio. The announcement, confirming
periodic rumors that Paramount was considering such a move from its present
headquarters in Hollywood, came just
shortly before Balaban, Stanton Griffis,
chairman of the executive committee, and
Russell Holman, New York production
executive, trained out for the east.
Work on the first units — two sound
stages, dressing rooms and the sectional
part of a mill — will begin within a few
months, the completed project to be
known as “Paramount City.” A total of
26 sound stages will be constructed. Balaban declared no new financing is contemplated in connection with the development
of the plant.
The community will embrace a railway
station, postoffice, police headquarters,
hospital, fire department, nursery, garage
and restaurant, the buildings throughout
to be air-conditioned. Y. Frank Freeman,
vice-president and studio manager, and T.
Keith Glennan, studio operations manager, will be in direct control of building
activities. The present Marathon Street
plant will be kept in operation while the
new studio is under construction.
Because of the company’s interest in the
Du Mont Laboratories, television manufacturers, executives have ordered the installation of television sets as a means of
communication within the plant.
Shortly before Balaban announced plans
for construction of the new studio, the
Paramount president had disclosed that
the company will produce approximately
60 features for the 1939-40 season and
pointed out that “because

Confirms

of the highly

ME

m

London, and “Ruined
Donat.

Report
Standard

Track

Report Due
met to conclude preparation of their
recommendations on sound track standardization. The proposed

standards,

after approval by the Research Council, will be submitted to the American
Standards

Association

mittee on motion

sectional

pictures

com-

for formal

adoption as "American
standards."
George Friedl jr. and Frank Gilbert, of
the

Society of Motion Picture Engineers, attended the discussion as

special

guests.

satisfactory condition” of the studio under the management of Freeman and
William LeBaron, the company is further ahead with its new program than
it has ever been at a corresponding period.
Balaban declared that by September 1 a
backlog of at least 15 pictures will have
been created.
Balaban

and

his party return in June

for the company’s national sales convention. Robert Gillham, director of publicity and advertising, remained over to
accompany Terry DeLapp, studio publicity
director, to Omaha, Neb., for the premiere
of “Union Pacific.” DeLapp and Gillham
were preceded east by Bob Speers. A
special train carrying Cecil B. DeMille,
his production staff and 20 players was
also dispatched to Omaha.
Metro

British

Conference

Deep in conferences at M-G-M concerning that company’s British production
plans for 1939-40 is Victor Saville, producer at Metro’s Denham, England, plant.
He joins Ben Goetz, managing director of
production abroad, who is huddling with
studio executives here. So far an-

if.
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Francisco, are Cliff Work, Universal’s general manager; Matty Fox, vice-president;
Milton Feld, production executive; Dan
Kelly, casting director; John Joseph, advertising-publicity director, and David
Lipton, studio publicity head. Special
guests at the session were Producers Joe
Pasternak, Harry Edington and Walter
Lantz. Gathering was presided over by
William Scully, general sales manager;
William Heineman, western sales chief,
and A1 O’Keefe, west coast district head.
Representatives from the San Francisco,
Los Angeles, Seattle, Portland, Denver and
Salt Lake City branches attended.
Legal matters are occupying the attention of Leo Spitz, former RKO Radio
president and now company attorney, who
has joined President George Schaefer and
other eastern executives now sojourning
at the studio. Next arrivals will be Herbert Wilcox and Anna Neagle, due May 1,
with Wilcox planning to start production
of his first American-made film for RKO
Radio at the local plant about May 17. It
is a feature based on the life of Edith
Cavell, British nurse, with Miss Neagle
starring. Also on the lot, conferring with
Schaefer, Pandro Berman and other
executives concerning 1939-40 production
plans, is Max Gordon, who was signed recently to produce “The American Way”
and “Abraham Lincoln in Illinois” for the
company next season.
Sol Siegel, Republic associate producer,
is expected back on the lot shortly after a
trip to New York to confer with Herbert
Yates, company headman, regarding his
next assignment. In from San Francisco,
where he exploited the opening of Republic’s “Man of Conquest,” is William Saal,
special company
Warner

exploited-.

Assign Anatole Litvak
has assigned Anatole Litvak to

direct “Footsteps in the Dark,” which will
star Edward G. Robinson.

i
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City,” to star Robert

Back at the studio following termination of the company’s third and final
regional sales convention, held in San

Sound track standards sub-committee of the Academy Research Council
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The Engineers

nounced are three pictures — “Busman’s
Holiday” and “The Earl of Chicago,” for
which Robert Montgomery will be sent to

H i ' fr 1 P JBf a i:

1J R

Do Burbank —

Nearly 200 members of the Society of Motion Picture Engineers and their friends made a tour of the Warner studio in
Burbank as one of the features of the SMPE’s annual spring convention April 17-21 and were guests of Jack Warner at
luncheon. The visitors pause here for the photographer.
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Paramount

Fledglings Groomed

lor Stardom —

Paramount believes that several of these young players may reach stardom and is grooming them for that purpose. They
are, left to right, Judith Barrett, William Henry, Susan Hayward, Joseph Allen, Ellen Drew, Robert Preston, Janice Logan,
John Hartley and Patricia Morison.

Condor Revamp Plan
Gets Court Favor
Writing what is expected to be virtually
the final chapter in the Condor Corp.’s
16-month-old status under Section 77-B of
the bankrutpcy act, Federal Judge George
Cosgrave has given his approval to a reorganization plan drafted by Felix Cunningham, attorney for the company’s
creditors, calling for the establishment of
Condor Pictures, Inc., to take over assets
and liabilities amounting to an estimated
$140,000.
The plan, worked out by Cunningham
with Loyd Taraday, attorney for Condor,
calls for the issuance of $100,000 worth of
Class “A” stock, representing all unsecured
claims, plus $40,000 worth of Class “B”
stock to creditors who had filed individual
claims for damages as a result of the
Securities and Exchange Commission’s refusal to issue the old Condor a stock permit. Next step will be the election of a
board of directors, numbering five, to
operate the new company, membership of
which, Taraday predicted, would probably partially comprise R. S. Rogers, Paul
Atkinson and Simeon Allen of the creditors’ committee.
Dependent upon its success in securing
adequate financing, Taraday said, the
new Condor intends to re-enter production
as a means to facilitate payment of accrued debts and dividends on the new
stock issue. Trustee Clinton Miller will,
within the next 30 days, turn over all of

Jerry Brandt Making
Monogram Deal
A deal is set to be signed that will
bring Jerry Brandt, son of the late Joe
Brandt, together with E. B. Derr, Monogram producer, with the combination
scheduled to produce eight features for
the Monogram 1939-40 program.

BOXOFFICE
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the old Condor’s physical assets, books,
records and other materials to the directorate of the new company.
Except for the disclosure of additional
details as to the projected return to activity of Fine Arts Pictures as a production unit for Grand National release, the
GN situation remains in status quo, with
“The Miracle of Main Street” still the
only film in work on the lot. Franklyn
Warner, FA president, has not yet put in
his expected appearance following huddles in New York with E. W. Hammons,
headman of GN, at which terms of a new
GN-FA deal were worked out. FA attaches
have learned the program has been reduced to 16 pictures, five of which will be
slated for immediate starts, instead of the
original 26-picture quota. Up for early
consideration are “Full Speed Ahead,”
“Wonder World” and another in the
“Cipher Bureau” series.

Major Production
Holds Even Pace
Production speed in the major plants
holds even, with 38 films shooting and
nine more being readied to start.
Paramount gunned “Our Leading Citizen” and “Are Husbands Necessary?” to
total ten. “Coast Guard” and “The Man
From Sundown” hit the cameras at Columbia, which is filming six. Metro has
five, including “Lady of the Tropics.” Republic planned to start “Hit Parade of
1939,” giving it four in work. “Elsa Maxwell’s Hotel for Women” went into production at 20th Century-Fox, which studio
is also shooting four.
United Artists has a total of four,
Samuel Goldwyn having launched “The
Real Glory.” Monogram sent “The Girl
From Nowhere” into production, giving it
a pair. Three are in work at Universal,
including “Inside Information,” a new
Crime Club mystery.
Neither RKO Radio nor Warner listed
any new starts. RKO Radio is filming
three and Warner has five in production.

Corrigan Tops List
Of "Outs-and-Ins"
Heading the list of recent ax-swingings
and personnel changes on the RKO Radio
lot is the disclosure that Doug (Wrong
Way) Corrigan has been dropped from the
roster, the studio not exercising its option
for the second on a two-picture acting contract. Another deal failed to jell when
company executives shelved “The Flying
Yorkshireman,” purchased for Eddie Cantor, and relinquished their claim on the
actor’s services. Leaving the lot are Kay
Sutton and Donald McBride, stock players, while P. J. Wolfson returns to the
writing roster after functioning as producer on one picture.
Adding steadily to his production unit,
Harry Edington has signed Ned Brown to
head the story and writing department of
his Famous Players, Inc., which will release through Universal.
Warner has promoted Bill Holmes to
the post of chief film editor for the Bryan
Foy production unit. He replaces Terry
Morse, who was lifted to a directorship
some time ago.
Twentieth Century-Fox has lopped five
writers off the payroll, the quintet including Sam Ornitz, Elizabeth Meehan, Jack
kins.
Vernon,
Joseph Hoffman and Belle HopJoining the executive staff of Walter
Wanger Productions is Ben Landis, Chicago attorney and once an associate of
Eddie Cantor.

Letting " Mohawk " Cost
$1,500,000
Twentieth

Century-Fox

has

allotted

$1,500,000 to the making of “Drums
Along the Mohawk/' to be produced in
Technicolor with John Ford directing.
Cameras roll about June 1 with Henry
Fonda and Nancy Kelly in the leads.
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Robert Montgomery will head for England within a few weeks, having been assigned to appear in two pictures for
Metro’s

English

production

unit.

*

Anthony Coldeway, Warner writer,
planed to Columbus, Ohio, to visit his son
. . . Alan Hale has returned from a New
York vacation . . . Discussing the Warner
historical featurettes, Hugh
Reticker,
studio art director; Gloria Holden, Rosella
Towne, Howard Lang, Ted Osborne and
Erville Alderson attended a meeting of
the Friday Morning Club.
★

from a stroke. He was 68 years old. In
addition to his son, he is survived by his
widow, Margaret, and a sister, Mrs. Bert
O’Neill, of Jersey City . . . Maurice Leo,
Warner writer, reports for work next week
following a vacation in New York.
*

Paramount’s studio club will hold a
spring dance May 6 at the Beverly Hills
Hotel, Manny Harmon’s orchestra supplying the music. Peggy Schwartz, Olive Long
and Ruth Duignan are in charge of arrangem ts. . . Director Mitch Leisen has
left for a New York vacation, to be followed within a few days by Mrs. Leisen.
k

.

.

Walter Damrosch, conductor-composer, arrives May 15 to make his film
debut in a Paramount picture . . . The
Louis D. Lightons are celebrating their
20th wedding anniversary . . . Mr. and
Mrs. Sam Briskin have trained out for a

A. Edward Sutherland
from a business trip to New
back

.

four-week

vacation

in the east.
*

Una Merkel will leave for Suffern, New
York, when her current Metro assignment
is completed, to appear in a summer stock
presentation. Madge Evans will accompany her.

has
York

returned
. . . Also

from Mmihattan, where he vacationed with his family, is Irving Berlin . . .

Corey

Ford, who has been writing for Producer Hal Roach, wound up his stint and
departed for his New Hampshire farm . . .
Walter Lantz is back at his cartoon production desk following his attendance at

Universal’s regional sales meeting in San
Francisco . . . For radio engagements and
a vacation, Joan Bennett has planed out
for New York . . . Heading in the same
direction on busuiess in connection with
his recently-formed independent
tion unit was Boris Morros.

produc-

*

•k

Pete Smith is back at M-G-M
after a
two-week vacation in Palm Springs . . .
Jack Skirball, production head at Grand
National, planed to New York on personal
business . . . Winding up a two-week trip
to Northern California, Fred Quimby,
Metro’s short subjects
at his studio desk.
Services

is back

held at Blessed

Sacrament

Church, with burial following
Cemetery, following the death

at Calvary
of William

J. O’Brien,

were

supervisor,

father

of Actor

Pat

O'Brien,

ington, D. C„ and
Congress.

D. Lee Dolan,

president

*

Jascha Heifetz, famed violinist, has returned to Hollywood to resume work in a
Samuel Goldwyn production. His wife,
Florence Vidor, accompanied him.
*

Gale Page is planning a month’s vacation in Santa Barbara . . . The Authors
Club is laying plans for its 1939 show, comprising a formal stag dinner to be followed
by skits and acts written, acted and directed by members. Grover Jones, Gene
Lockhart and Emmett Daly are in charge,
with Phil Ohman and Robert Armbruster
•k

The cast and crew of “Geronimo” at
Paramount gave Director Paul Sloane a
birthday gift in the form of a striped
donkey with a message painted on its back

of the

Reaffirming

the motion

picture

indus-

try’s recognition of the importance of
friendly relations between nations of the
western hemisphere, Joseph M. Schenck,
producers association president, tendered
a luncheon at 20th Century-Fox for delegates convening here for the Inter-American Travel Congress, representing every
nation in the Americas. Attending the
party were Sonja Henie, Tyrone Power,
Tito Guizar, Don Ameche and scores of
others, while visitors included Jose Tercero, Pan-American Union chief of Wash-

already selected to compose original music
for the occasion. Affair will be held May
26 at the Masquers clubhouse.
*

Metro Studio Club’s fourth annual benefit dinner dance, held at the Earl Carroll
Theatre Restaurant, drew a record turnout of stars, executives and studio employes. Music was furnished by two orchestras. Louis B. Mayer headed the honorary
executive committee, which comprised
Edgar Mannix, Sam Katz, Ben Thau, Al
Lichtman and J. G. Mayer. W . P; Hendry
was general chairman, aided by J. G.
Mayer

and Ida Koverman. Other committees: Checking, Edith Farrell; decorations,
Edwin Willis; electrical, Lou Kolb; entertainment, Billy Grady; favors, Ida Koverman; floor, W. S. Van Dyke; menu,
Frances Edwards; music, Edward Ward,
Mickey Whalen; parking, W. P. Hendry;
photography, Milton Brown; publicity,
Howard Strickling, Ralph Wheelwright,
Harleigh Schultz; reception, Edith Farrell;
sound equipment, C. S. Pratt; table arrangements, Goldie Appleby; tickets, Jack
Melbourne, William Suess; transportation,
Bill Enoch; souvenir program, advertising ,
William Spencer; advertising design, Harvey Aulbach; front cover and illustrations ,
Allied Advertising Artists; editor, Frank
Whitbeck; secretaries, Beatric Netzel,
Elizabeth Clark, Gertrude Irwin.
★

J. Carrol Naish and his wife have embarked on a three-week vacation which
will take them to San Francisco,
couver, Lake Louise and Banff.

Van-

★

An

attendance

annual

of more

than

1,000 is ex-

pected at the Warner studio club’s first
informal sprmg dance, to be held

May 1 at the Florentine Gardens . . .
John Payne, Warner player, planed out
for Cleveland to open a brief personal appearance tour which will carry him to
Washington and New York.
★

Jeffrey

Lynn

is planning

a trip to San

Francisco to see the World’s Fair . . .
Nelson Eddy is due in to resume picture
work at M-G-M, having completed his
1939 concert tour in Wichita, Kas.

A Guest at 75 —
May Robson celebrates her 75 th birthday. The grand old lady of stage and
screen is shown here flanked by Jack Warner (left) and Harry Warner, who
were hosts at a lavish luncheon party honoring her on a Warner studio sound
stage. Hundreds of stars and civic notables attended.
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L. Warner,

Henry

John
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Mrs. Wallis

Cedric Gibbons.
Dieterle, Gilbert

and

Mrs.

Payne

receive

at the Warner

their programs.

Beverly

Jo,ck L. Warner

(Louise Fazenda) .

Dolores
Roland.

Mrs.

Wayne

and

Blanke.

( Anne

Shirley).

greets Mr.

Marie

Del Rio, William

in Hollywood

Wilson

and

Mrs.

and

WayneMcAvity.
Morris,

John

The

Warner Beverly Theatre in Hollywood, dressed up for the premiere.

Edward

Nick

Douglas

Fairbanks

jr.

Grinde

Rosemary

Lane

and

Garfield.

Mrs.

G. Robinson

and

scans

the

Tom

pro-

serious defect is that the numbers

Plays .... Possibilities
New York — And still the pktys pertiet
Far less in ntr::b:r now, but making their

ttame muting ... It is tnly lair to tell ymi
. . . my Btoghfeem laughed heartily and

bow

•ften. And their applause was fmq*««nt
and robust . . . Virginia Bolen is the hit of
the show in our book.

anyway.

The latest:

"Sing ior Your Supper "
Number 80. A
at the Adelphi,
Federal Theatre

musical revue presented
April 24, by the WPA
Project. Compiled and

directed by Harold Hecht. Production numbers staged by H. Gordon Graham,
scenery designed by Herbert Andrews,
costumes by Mery Merill, dances staged
by Ned McGurn, ensembles by Ann
Sokolow, music by Lee Wainter and Ned
Lehac, lyrics by Robert Sour, and sketches
by Dave Lesan, Turner Bullock and John
Murray. Cast includes Carl Chapin, Virginia Bolen, Eddie Fuller, Bowen Tufts,
Bidda Blakely. The critics:
Robert Coleman, Daily Mirror — ... a
dull charade, sans standout songs, sock
sketches or potent personalities. It is one
of those insomnia chasers that even a
Federal

Theatre

well-wisher

has

a

hard

Bums Mantle, Daily News (two and a
half stars) . . . there is entertainment for
a lot of people at Federal Theatre prices
. . . there is taste in the costuming and a
touch of quality. The lighting (by Feder)
is 100 per cent adequate. The staging is
fluid in action and generally well contrased. . . There is another song called
“Pop’s Got a Job” . . . that puts zip into
the first act finale.
Richard Watts jr., Herald-Tribune . . .
a clumsy and desultory revue, unworthy of
its sponsors and the time they have put
in on it. Despite several excellent ideas
that

might have been turned into effective numbers, the long-promised show is a
remarkably dreary affair in almost every
particular.
John Anderson,

Journal- American — One

'Jesse James' Plaint A Long-Term Pact
For RKO-Lesser
Amicably Adjusted
Amicable adjustment, through an exchange of correspondence, of a protest
filed with Darryl Zanuck of 20th CenturyFox by J. J. Pelley, president of the
Association of American Railroads regarding the manner

in which

railroad

of-

ficials were characterized in “Jesse James,”
has been reported by spokesmen for the
studio production chief.
Pelley had directed a letter to Zanuck
charging that the story content of the
film, in which the bandit was labeled an
innocent victim of unscrupulous railroad
officials, was “pure fiction” and that, for
that reason, the picture is a false and misleading representation of the railway industry in this country. Pelley declared
that actual research in the Library of
Congress has demonstrated that point
after point in the picture is false either
directly or by implication. Hence, Pelley
set

forth, the

railroad

industry

is par-

Preliminary negotiations have started
between George J. Schaefer, president of
RKO,
RKO

and Sol Lesser whereby the producer will continue to release through
for a number of years. The deal

will have no bearing on Lesser’s arrangement with United Artists which calls for
at least one picture by Ernst Lubitsch and
one or two a year from Lesser. Lubitsch
is a partner only in the pictures he makes
with Lesser.
Now in work is “Way Down South” with
Bobby Breen. Louis Hyman,
special
representative for Lesser, plans to take
the print to New York the end of June.
In addition, another Breen picture is due
RKO under the current contract. Lesser
is now making “Everything’s On Ice,”
starring Irene Dare, six-year-old ice
skater, and this most likely will be the
first under the new RKO arrangement.
Further discussions await arrival of Ned

ticularly concerned over the “possible public effect” of the film’s showing because
the alleged misrepresentation of railroad

E. Depinet, RKO vice-president in charge
of distribution, who is scheduled to leave
New York within the next week to confer

history “is a serious obstacle to popular
understanding of the facts about railroad

with Schaefer on finalizing the company’s
annual sales convention, tentatively slated
to get under way in New York, June 19.

transportation even today.”
Research, Pelley asserted, proved beyond doubt that James embarked on his
notorious career because of mistreatment
by the Missouri militia and that scenes in
the film asserting he had a secret agreement with a railroad president as to amnesty if he surrendered are without
foundation in fact.
Zanuck has refused to comment on the
matter other than to relay information to
his attaches that Pelley’s protest has been
answered and that the subject is now
closed. Studio spokesmen pointed out,

72

William Shapiro, partner of Lesser’s, is
in New York looking over the play market. He intends to be there another fortnight before returning for further conferences with Schaefer and Depinet.
however,

that the receipt of such complaints from every conceivable type of

organization regarding virtually every picture produced — not only at 20th CenturyFox, but at all studios — is an item of accepted routine to which not too much
significance is attached.

are not

only thin but too long . . . Most of the
sketches are based on good ideas but they
lack expert explosiveness . . . “Papa’s Got
a Job” has real possibilities . . . For Its
mm
reputation it would have been wiser,
I suspect, for the Federal Theatre not to
•pen the show at all.
John Mason Brown, Post — Neither the
Federal Theatre nor the cause of relief
was aided
last night
and

by its opening at the Adelphi
. . . The interminable evening

the costly 18 months required to produce it have resulted in one good number

— in

a

genuinely

pantomime

number

touching
called

song-and-

“Papa’s

Got

a

Richard Lockridge, Sun — Even the longest rehearsals wind somewhere to productions . . . Much of it may demonstrate the
sorry truth that a miss is as good as a
mile, and it still seems a little under-rehearsed in spots, but on the stage it is,
andJob.”
a load off everybody’s minds . . .
Now and then the revue boils up into
pleasant

foolery

as in a

burlesque

“Ping

Pong on the Pacific.”
Brooks Atkinson, Times — The mandatory cuts in personnel, the repeated loss
of performers to the commercial theatre
as well as preoccupied management have
robbed “Sing for Your
ever spontaneity it may

Supper” of whatonce have had . . .

“Papa’s Got a Job” is modem theatre at
its best ... It is a pity that a mediocre
revue should acquire so much political
significance. For the commercial theatre has produced many shows worse than
this one without giving so many papas
and

mamas

a job for a year and

a half.

Sidney B. Whipple, World-Telegram —
The entire company tries hard to please,
and it is with regret that I have to report
a conviction either that too many cooks
spoiled this particular broth or that it
grew cold from standing too long ... At
least one of the company deserves to be
singled out . . . Virginia Bolen . . . and
with good direction and a little more
training she may develop
musical comedienne.

into a first-class

"The Mother"
Number

81. A three-act

drama

by Karel

Capek. Produced by Victor Payne-Jennings in association with Kathleen Robinson at the Lyceum, April 25. Cast includes
Nazimova, Reginald Bach, Stephen Ker
Appleby, Carl Norval, Alan
Palmer, Montgomery Clift.

Brixey,

Tom

R. C., Daily Mirror — . . . the drama won
considerable acclaim in London. But we
doubt that it will duplicate its British
success over here . . . Madame Nazimova,
the star, gives one of her less interesting
performances ...
it rambles leisurely
along without ever coming to a definite
and telling point.
B. M„ Daily News (two and a half stars)
— It is an intelligent anti-war play in general effect. But I have a feeling that its
point is too strenuously labored to be as
effective drama as it should be. Madame
Nazimova gave the mother of this play
about

everything

she has in her emotional

equipment.
R. W. jr., Her aid- Tribune —
. . , has
only its good intentions to recommend it.
Clumsy and ineffective in its writing and
(Continued on page 74)
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TUCKED away in the lengthy state-

phere

ment on Paramount’s new season
production plans which Headman

the “Fitches”

effect on profit-and-loss statements
be pleasing to all concerned.

corps

Yvonne
suing

Du

Ann

Val, French

Sheridan.

She

film actress, is
contends

her-

court

recog-

nized the wisdom of entrusting “big pictures” to men of Sherman’s experience
and proven ability — men who have come
up from the ranks, winning for themselves, while en route, enviable reputations
for always delivering a maximum of solid,
down-to-earth entertainment for every
production dollar made available to them.
Permit more of such men to replace some

will have to decide just what constitutes that intangible something called
“oomph.”
Perhaps
Leonard

it will help hizzoner if he remembers it is the quality which Robert Z.

productions

ain’t got too much

the

will boast

two

sons, to

His

next

the

Irish."

picture

Publicity
Crosby and

will

be

“Three

Cheers

publicizing

DeLapp

assistants
splendid

the

trek

rate

and

laurels

job they

to Omaha

and

their

for the

delivered
and

the

in

pre-

miere in that city of “Union Pacific." The
venture garnered more space through local
news outlets than was ever before given a
single
time.

picture

over

a

comparable

period

of

Johnny Miles contributes:
“The largest call for knife and axe
throwers — thirty in all, has been put out
by Samuel Goldwyn for special effects in
his ‘The Real Glory,’ starring Gary

of.

Add "Abie's Irish Rose" department:
Warner Bros, has given a new term contract to Max Siegel, an associate producer.

of the over-paid, art-for-art’s-sake geniuses who have never produced profitable
pictures, regardless of the limitless budgets, talent and facilities at their disposal— of whom there are still too many
at most major studios — and the immediate

of able

outstandingly

materially

tycoons

and

Bob Gillham. Terry

will

business judgment Paramount’s executives
are applying to studio problems.
The industry as a whole would benefit
company

on

be portrayed by Donald O’Connor
Billy Lee. The sons of the Fitches.

self to be the original “oomph” girl, seeks
to restrain Miss Sheridan from further use
of the appellation, and to collect a paltry
five grand in alleged damages. As a legal
point in connection with the litigation, the

if more

performances

by

Paramount enters the “family” series
derby. Its celluloid clan is to be known as

Harry Sherman ‘Cassidy’ series
that these are the best of the
It is for this reason and bethe skill with which Sherman

addition to the Cassidys.”
This decision must meet with a hearty
amen from everyone who is familiar with
Harry Sherman and the consistently high
calibre of his product. At the same time
it manifests further evidence of the sound

put in a near-panic

racetracks of Crosby’s stable of oatburners, it is not surprising that a horse running away from anything should precipitate the crooner into a panic.

“Incidentally we have had thousands of
letters from exhibitors all over the coun-

produces and mounts these outdoor features that we decided to let Sherman
make two other big action pictures, in

was

a Considering
runaway horse.”
past

Barney Balaban issued upon his departure for points east was a paragraph of
more than passing significance. It concerns Producer Harry Sherman and bears
reproduction in full:

try on the
telling us
westerns.
cause of

players

for

blurb declares that “Bing
a street filled with atmos-

Apparently Silent Samuel’s soft-spoken
publicist never attended a major company
sales
meeting.
Cooper.”
Headline in Los Angeles Times:
DOPE HUNTED
IN HOLLYWOOD
Dopes should be as easy to find in Hollyivood as relatives on the Metro studio
payroll.

Bandits
The

yield from the film citadel’s preview orchards showed a marked increase,
at least in quantity, during the week, seven
features having been slated for the perusal of the debut devotees.
Fox’s “The Return of the Cisco Kid” and
Metro’s “Calling Dr. Kildare” were probably the more important members of the
septet, with the Warner Baxter starrer
easily outshining the other and earning,
with equal ease, this vote for the best of
the lot.
Comparing

favorably

with

the better

of

such a
coupled

and

promising initialer. This lack,
with inherent story weaknesses

and

inconsistencies, must be blamed largely upon Harry Ruskin and Willis Goldbeck, who collaborated on the script, and
because of it, the cast — although substantially the same as that appearing in the
first — is resultantly deterred from appearing as advantageously. Probably most of
the following the film will enjoy at the
wickets will be through the excellence of
its forerunner. Harold
ed the megaphone.

the current cycle of expensively-produced
westerns, the further adventures of O.
Henry’s loving and lovable Caballero prove
topflight screen entertainment. Sterling
performances by Baxter, Cesar Romero,
Henry Hull and Chris-Pin Martin; impressive production mountings credited to
Kenneth Macgowan; able direction by
Herbert I. Leeds from a Milton Sperling
screenplay, and exceptionally beautiful
scenic backgrounds and the photography
thereof contribute their respective shares
toward a
noteworthy ensemble. The
Cisco Kid should experience no difficulty
in again riding to profitable grosses in all
showings.
The second in M-G-M’s “Dr. Kildare”
series proved to be disappointingly wanting in the down-to-earth humanities
which had classified its predecessor as
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Banalities

*

Bandits

of more

*

S. Bucquet

wield-

vintage

furnish

the motifs for another pair of pictures —
Columbia’s “Blind Alley” and “Big Town
Czar” from the Universal plant. The former, an off-the-beaten-track crime saga,
is an interesting study, well enacted by
Chester Morris and Ralph Bellamy and
paced with somber authenticity by Director Charles Vidor. The story framework,
adapted by Philip MacDonald, Michael
Blankfort and Albert Duffy from the play
by

James Warwick, was a sound vehicle from which to work and Fred Kohlmar, as associate producer, has made the
film above-par in every respect.
Not so
Hopelessly

*

*

*

Balance of the week’s output included
RKO
Radio’s “Sorority House;” Paramount’s “Stolen Life,” and the Miguel C.
Torres

independent

production

with Universal’s contribution.
stereotyped, it is just another

of “Juarez

and Maximilian.”
“Sorority House” treats of campus life
with more than ordinary accuracy, its
sincerity indicating satisfactory acceptance
by general audiences
story treatment.

*

modern

in the endless string of crime-does-notpay dramas. Arthur Lubin directed and
Ken Goldsmith produced.

despite

illogical

“Stolen Life,” English-made, will doubtless be received more warmly in its native
country than in the United States — as
most American theatre patrons, demanding at least a smattering of action along
with their dialogue, will probably find it
typically
ment.
On

British

only one

in its lethargic

count

can

anything

unfoldtruth-

fully be said in favor of Miguel Torres’
“Juarez and Maximilian” — and that is the
unquestioned historical authenticity wliieh
is the

framework of an otherwise unfortunate enterprise. It is dull, dreary and
repetitious, monotonously scripted, poorly
photographed and dispiritedly enacted by
a cast of meaningless names.
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" Northwest Passage " May
Not Be Shot in Color

Plays . . . Possibilities
(Continued

While definite confirmation from the
studio is lacking, indications are that
Meti'o’s “Northwest Passage,” which starts
shooting about May 15 on location near
McCall, Idaho, while originally announced
for Technicolor treatment, will be filmed
in black-and-white.
M-G-M
spokesmen declare there are
conflicting reports on the subject, but
state the general impression on the lot is
that

the filming of the best-selling Kenneth Roberts novel, starring Robert Taylor and Spencer Tracy, will be in blackand-white process — although no official
announcement has yet been made.
A

check,

at the

Technicolor

plant

by

Boxoffice reveals that M-G-M, despite
the nearness of the projected starting
date, has made no definite commitments
for color process work or for Technicolor
cameras, giving further indication that
reports the film will be made in blackand-white are founded in fact.
“Northwest Passage” was originally
launched last September, in Technicolor,
and several thousand feet of brackground
material were filmed in that process before studio executives decided to shelve
the project until this spring because of
unfavorable weather conditions. This color
material will, of course, have to be junked,
as it would prove useless in a black-andwhite film.

Morros

to Produce

Pan-American
Sponsored

Fair

Festival

by 21 Latin- American

coun-

tries, Boris Morros will produce “La Fiesta
de la Raza,” a Pan-American musical festival, for the New York World’s Fair under
terms of a contract which Morros has
flown

east

to sign. Morros holds commitments for Leo Carrillo, Dolores Del
Rio, Ramon Novarro, Rosita Moreno and
other

Latin-American film players to appear in the show, which will be a twohour affair, booked for a six-week rim
opening in May. Total cast will comprise
some 80 entertainers.
Morros plans to take the show to Central and South America for roadshowing,
following the Fair engagement, after
which he will bring it to Hollywood for
filming as one of his independent picture
productions.

Wanger

Borrows

“House Across the Bay,” next Joan Bennett starrer for United Artists. Sarah Y.
Mason and Victor Heerman are writing
the script.

A
Warner

finds

Noel

Smith

transferred

74

“Secret

Service”

adventure.
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very little . . . Here are some of the most
garrulous phantoms since the departure of
Hamlet’s father.
Journal- American (critic unnamed) —
. . . shows how the fierce nationalism and
greed that has been unleashed upon the
world today may utterly destroy what is
left of civilization . . . she carried by far
the greatest part of the dialogue in a
wordy play, but typical of Nazimova, you
weren’t aware of the difficulties of the
part until the final curtain had fallen.
J. M. B., Post — What Capek struggles ineffectually to get said would no doubt be
worthy of being said, now if ever, were it
only well said. What is surprising is that
in the saying of it Capek could have made
it so unmoving. You would think that both
as a preacher and a tear-jerker he had
everything in his favor . . . contains more
than its quota of death, but its abundant
dead refuse to stay buried . . . Reginald
Bach is amusing as the stuffy major’s
ghost.
R. L., Sun — The play becomes, after a
scene or two, a mere matter of waiting for
the inevitable next death and the rather
sheepish appearance of the newly dead in
the company of ghosts . . . remains as flat
as it is grave . . . Nazimova plays with
emotional force and sincere feeling . . .
Reginald Bach is excellent . . .

at
to

Hollywood’s motion picture industry,
which is head-over heels in its own “God
bless America” production policy, will furnish important cogs in the entertainment
planned for the gigantic “Stand By
America” mass meeting to be held in the
Hollywood Bowl, May 1, under sponsorship of the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Already definitely committed to appear are Rudy Vallee and Bobby Breen, with chairmen of
the meeting lining up other film talent to
supplement the program.
Vallee,

currently

working

in

a

20th

Century-Fox picture, will sing “God Bless
America.” Irving Berlin’s new patriotic
song, and young Master Breen will render
“Danny

Boy,” accompanied by Leon Leonardos Columbia Broadcasting orchestra.
Representative Martin Dies will be the
principal speaker.
One

of the
tions to the

more

important

industry’s

contribu-

unofficial

Ameri-

canization drive, Charles Chaplin’s “The
Dictators,” is now scheduled to get under
way May 15, the veteran producer-comedian has revealed. Revamping of the
Chaplin studio, installation of sound
equipment and other technical work has
been completed and process work is set
to begin immediately.
Republic added another title to the nowimposing list of forthcoming patriotic productions when it was disclosed plans are

B. A., Times — ... a poorly contrived
drama with an ending that gives the lie
to the whole argument, and, excepting

underway to film “The Life of George
Washington” with Richard Dix in the title
role.

Nazimova’s individual performance, it is
indifferently staged and perfunctorily
acted . . . throws out many sparks Horn
one of the flintiest minds that ever used
the theatre, it is a play of many scraps
and much conversation.

Paramount Plans Series
Of National Previews

S. W., World-Telegram — I have not, in
the last three years seen such hackneyed
theatrical devices used to stimulate audience interest in a play . . . Under these
circumstances it is amazing that Madame
Nazimova does as well as she does. As
it is, she overplays, magnifies all of her
cliches, strikes unbelievable poses, wrings
her hands, and behaves as no mother on
this earth or above it ever did in time of
trouble . . . should be hurried out of sight
just as fast as is humanly possible.

Sherman

Adds

Continuing
“The

Double

Film

to line up a featured
Dyed

Paramount

is planning

a number

Deceiver,”

cast for

one

of his

higher-budgeted efforts for Paramount’s
1939-40 slate, Producer Harry Sherman
has signed Alan Mowbray for a top character spot in support of Tito Guizar. Final
script, based on a story by O. Henry, has
been turned in by Wanda Tuchock and
picture will roll next week on location at Lone Pine with Dan Venturini directing.

and

sports editors. Robert Gillham, publicity-advertising chief, has set Rufus
Blair, national press contact, to cover key
cities and the Pacific Coast; Harlan Hobbs
will work

through

Texas

and

Hubbard

the

mid-

south; Jack Daily, the west and northwest; and C. N. Odell, of the homeoffice,
the Atlantic seaboard.

Sequel to " Gables "

As a sequel to “Anne of Green Gables,”
made some years ago, RKO
Radio has
slotted “Anne
on the L. M.

of Windy Poplars.” Based
Montgomery novel, it will

feature

Anne Shirley, with Cliff Reid producing from a script being prepared by
Michael Kanin.

",Music

School"

Tour

As a Goldwyn
plug for is“The
Musica
Samuel
planning

Will Produce

Metro’s “Nick
will be produced

of pre-

views of “Invitation to Happiness”
throughout the country, the picture to be
shown separately to men and to women,
and also to a masculine audience of drama

to Cast

the

“Nancy Drew and the Hidden Staircase,”
rolling next week, in place of William
Clemens. Smith had been slated for the
next

page

staging, confused in its thinking, it proves
to be a completely unsatisfactory play,
filled with sound and fury and signifying

Of High-Budget

Mayo

Walter Wanger has borrowed Archie
Mayo from Samuel Goldwyn to direct

h Draws "Drew”
Smit
change in directorial assignments

from

Industry Contributes to
Americanism Meeting

Series

Carter” detective series
by Lucien Hubbard.

School,”
personal

appearance tour covering 22 key cities for
the 45-piece child symphony orchestra
which is appearing in the picture. Tour
opens at the Hollywood Bowl, June 16.
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Shorter Week Proposal
Is Now Marking Time

Prominents Present

Five-Week

With Pat Casey, chief labor contact for
the Hays office, delaying his return to the
coast for at least another two weeks, question as to when the annual producer-labor
basic working agreement conferences will
be held continues to be a matter of complete mystery to local representatives of

As "Juarez" Bows

A five-week personal appearance tour
through the midwest is being planned by

the producers’ association. Consequently,
according to Victor Clarke, Casey’s lieutenant here, no further work is being
done locally regarding possible adoption
of a universal five-day working week for
the motion picture industry — a
factor
which is closely woven into the long-delayed producer-union parleys.
Clarke declares Casey has been “up to
his ears” in the prolonged internal warfare within the IATSE, one of the signatories to the basic studio pact.
Meantime, other Hays office spokesmen
say. Will Hays has forwarded the information that he expects to arrive in Hollywood within 10 days for his annual spring
visit.

OPTIONS
—•Columbia
ARTHUR

LAKE

draws

tinued appearances in
—Famous

new

the

contract

“Blondie”

for

con-

DOUGLAS
FAIRBANKS
jr. signs three-year
pact to do one picture yearly for Harry Edington’s
unit. This is in addition to the one-picture commitment under which
Fairbanks will appear in
“Atlantic releases.
Cable,”
Universal

Edington’s

production.

Goldwyn

JAN FORTUNE
signs
has been scripting “The
—Metro

term writing contract.
First Co-Ed.”

ARTHUR
GUTTMAN,
contract extension.
SAM
wins new
ALAN

first

musical

MESSENHEIMER,
pact.
CURTIS,

actor,

director,

He

given

composer-arranger,

draws

new

contract

and

role in “Northwest Passage.”
DOUGLAS
MacPHAIL,
actor-singer, handed
new
contract. Next assignment
is “Babes
in
Arms.”
— Paramount
ROBERT
player.
— RKO

PAIGE

signs

long-termer

as

featured

Radio

JOHN
F. HAMILTON,
term contract.

stage

actor,

given

long-

PETER
RURIC
joins writing staff.
A A ROM
GONZALEZ,
composer-arranger
retained to adapt and score the miusic for “Girl
From
Mexico.” He has just completed a similar
chore on “The Dove.”
—Republic
JUNE
STOREY
given new
term
She is Gene Autry’s feminine lead.
— Selznick

—20th

acting

deal.

given

long-

International

HARRY
STRADLING,
term contract.

cameraman,

Century-Fox

SYBIL
contract.

JASON,

ELEANOR
contract.

child

HANSEN,

actress,

given

actress,

given

long-term
new

OWEN
FRANCIS,
JOHN
TAINTER
FOOTE
WALTER
BULLOCK
join writing staff.
JACQUES
KAPRALICK,
artist, held for
other term.
—Warner

and
an-

Bros.

MARGOT
STEVENSON,
currently in “Dust Be
My Destiny,” wins contract extension.
LEON
SCHLESINGER
held for another year
as cartoon-maker.
He has been with the company for nine years. Schlesinger’s 1938-39 schedule will be completed and delivered by June 1,
26
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and
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Attended by scores of Hollywood film
notables and diplomatic leaders of the
west coast, Warner Bros, gave “Juarez,”
the Paul Muni-Bette Davis starrer, its
western premiere at Warner’s Beverly
Theatre, April 25, coincident with the
opening of its two-a-day showing at the
Hollywood Theatre in New York City.
The

premiere here, first of such magnitude in several months, inspired a number of social soirees, with Mr. and Mrs.
Jack L.. Warner, Hal Wallis, Bette Davis,
Edmund Goulding, Eric Wolfgang Korngold, Henry Blanke, William Dieterle and
Muni all hosting “after-premiere” parties.
Attending the screening as guests of
the Jack Warners were Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Joe Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert
Preston, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Preston, Mr.
and Mrs. Ralph Lewis, Mr. and Mrs.
Samuel Goldwyn, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas
Fairbanks jr., Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Fairbanks sr., Mr. and Mrs. Hal Roach, Mr.
and Mrs. Pandro Berman, Mr. and Mrs.
Mervyn LeRoy, Mr. and Mrs. Buron Fitts,
and Mrs. Y. Frank Freeman, Constance Bennett, Elsa Maxwell, Marlene
Dietrich, Charles Chaplin, Erich Remarque
and the Hon. Rafael Heredin jr., Mexican
consul.
Guests of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Blanke
include Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Lubitsch,
Mr. and Mrs. Walt Disney, Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Laszlo, Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Entenmann, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Curtiz, Baroness D’Estournelles de Constant and
Dorothy Arzner.
Others

attending

Rosemary
Lewis, Anita

the function:

Lane, Jesse Lasky, David
Louise, Jeffrey Lynn, Wayne

Morris, Frank McHugh, Henry O’Neill,
Gale Page, John Payne, Mary Pickford,
Irene Rich, Edward G. Robinson, Minna
Wallis, Jane Wyman, Brian Aherne, A. C.
Blumenthal, Sam Bischoff, Lucille Ball,
Joseph Calleia, Jackie Coogan, Donald
Crisp,

Lou Edelman, John Garfield, Arthur Edeson, Bryan Foy, Leo Forbstein,
Rufus LeMaire, Anatole Litvak, Robert
Lord, Orry Kelly, Maxie Rosenbloom,
Norman Reilly Raine, Harry Rapf, Wolfgang Reinhardt, Miriam Hopkins, May
Robson, Charles R. Rogers, Gilbert Roland,
Max Steiner, Gloria Stuart, Walter Wanger, Perc Westmore, T. C. Wright, William Wyler and Marie Wilson.

term

MAX
SIEGEL,
associate producer, given new
term pact. His next assignment is “Three Cheers
for the Irish,” with Pat O’Brien.
CREIGHTON
HALE
given new
term
acting
contract; AENEAS
MACKENZIE,
scripter, held
for another term.

including
Tunes.”

on

Tour

For Rogers Is Planned

Republic

for Roy

Rogers

following

com-

pletion of his next western starrer, “The
Road to El Dorado,” now being scripted by
Norman Houston and Gerald Geraghty for
an early May start.
The same studio will send Phil Regan
out on a p. a. trek to San Francisco, Portland and Seattle when “The Hit Parade
of 1939,” in which he is to be starred, has
been sent to the cutting rooms.
Comedian Billy Gilbert, accompanied by
Harry

Lang, has opened a p. a. engagement at the Paramount Theatre in New
York City, with the itinerary to include
other theatres in eastern key cities. Jack
Haley,
headed
Judy

screen

and

radio

comic,

has

also

for New York to complete arrangements for a tour.
Garland, having added Cleveland

to her p. a. schedule, has delayed her return to Hollywood. Following that stint,
she will check
work.

in at M-G-M

for picture

Hugh Herbert is appearing at the Palace Theatre, in Chicago, for a week, after
which he goes on to New York. John
Payne, Warner player, has headed for the
midwest for a two-week stand.

Mr.

series.

Productions

—Samuel

( Pictures

Midwest

“Looney-

Innovation

lor Better

Lights and Shadows
Believed to be the inauguration of a new
policy, Nicolai Remisoff, muralist and
stage designer, has been signed to sketch
master scenes from the script of Paramount’s “Heaven on a Shoestring” to insure proper angle, light, shadow and balance. The idea originated with Director
Lewis Milestone, who claims it will speed
production and insure better artistic effects.

SCRIPTERS
— Columbia

PAUL
FRANKLIN
—Famous
Productions to

“Coast

Guard.”

THEODORE
DREISER,
D. A. DORAN
and
—
Metro
DORIAN
OTVOS
to “Sister Carrie,” a novel byDreiser, which Harry Edington has optioned for
possible production for Universal release.
CURT
GOETZ
to “The Road to Rome,” Clark
Gable-Myrna
Loy co-starrer, which Joseph Mankiewicz will produce.
ROBERT
TAYLOR
given new term acting deal.
He

is currently in “Lady of the Tropics,” opposite Hedy Lamarr.
DON
CASTLE
renewed as featured player.
GEORGE
FROSHEL
and JOHN
GOLDER
to

“The Mortal Storm,” the Phyllis
Sidney Franklin is the producer.

Bottome

novel.

Curie,”

forth-

JACQUES
THERY
to “Madame
coming Greta Garbo starrer.
Morros Productions

— Boris

ALFRED
SCHILLER
Hardy comedy, as his
term writing deal.
— Paramount

to “The Aviators,” Laurelfirst assignment on a new

SIDNEY
SKOLSKY,
former newspaper columnist, joins writing staff.
STEVE
FISHER
returns to writing department,
without assignment; FRANK
BUTLER
year renewal of writing ticket.
JITLIEN
JOSEPHSON
Burns
starrer.
LILLIE
HAYWARD
—
Republic
“Emergency
Squad.”

to

“Casey

and

given

Jones,”

IRVING

FRANKLIN
COEN
polishes
night,” to star Col. Roscoe
will produce.

Schaeffer

one-

a

Bob

REIS

to

“Flight at MidTurner. Armand

JACK
TOWNLEY
to “Higgins Family No. 4.”
MORGAN
COX
to “The Return of Zorro,” which
—
Hal Roach
Robert
Beche will produce as a 12-chapter serial.
FELIX
to next Oliver
edy, as yet untitled.
— 20th Century-Fox
ELEANOR

HARRIS

Hardy-Stan

to

“The

Story

ARTHUR
ARTHUR
and ROBERT
—
Universal
“Deal
in Hearts.” Raymond
Griffith
Young.”
JACQUES
DEVAL
borrowed
— Victoryvelop “Modern Cinderella,”
Dunne and Charles Boyer.
HAROLD

BUCHMAN

to

Laurel

of

SHERMAN

Brigham

HARARI
to
will produce.

from Metro to deco-starring Irene

“Dames.”

G. A. DURLAM
to “Kid Racketeers,”
a
series of eight action melodramas
Jimmy
Dunn.
Sam Katzman
produces.
— Warner
Bros.
VINCENT

com-

to

“Girls

first of
to star

Without
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SJn "The Male
STARTING
J

T1IE

^
jv

MAN

FROM

WELL

SUNDOWN— Charles Starrett.

Iris Meredith, Dick Botiller, Sons
neers, Art Mix. Producer: Harry L.
rector: Sam Nelson.

of the PioDecker. Di-

ALONG

PARENTS
ON
TRIAL — Jean
Parker, Johnny
Downs, Noah Beery jr. Producer: Irving Briskin. Director: Hans Schwartz.
Original: John
Atwater, Robert Bren, Lambert Hillyer.

THE
MIRACLE
OF
Lyle Talbot, Wynne

STREET— Margo,
Veda
Ann
Borg,
Clara Blandick, Willie Best, Walter Abel. Producei : Jack Skirball. Director: Steve Sekely.
Original: Boris
Ingster.
Screenplay: Fred
Jackson.

55
0

LADY
OF THE
Taylor, Basil

Sbalist.
(3

q
5?

Hecht.

MAIN
Gibson,

TROPICS — Hedy Lamarr, Robert
Rathbone.
Producer: Sam
Zim-

Director: Jack Conway. Screenplay: Ben

MAIZIE
WAS
A LADY
—
Ann
Sothern, Robert
Young, Ian Hunter, Ruth Hussey, Richard Carle,
Art Mix, Cliff Edwards.
Producer: J. Walter
Ruben.
Director: Edwin L. Marin. Screenplay:
Mary McCall.

2

O
THE
GIRL FROM
►r
Methot, Warren

COMPLETED

NOWHERE — Anne Nagel, Mayo
Hull, Sarah Padden.
Producer:
Orig-

STUNT
PILOT — John
Trent, Marjorie Reynolds.
Producer:
Paul
Malvern.
Director: George
Waggner.
Original: Hal Forrest.

BULLETS
Brodell,
Director:

HOMEWORK
— Charlie Ruggles, Mary
Boland,
Donald
O’Connor, Billy Lee, Joyce Mathews.
Producer: William
Wright.
Director: George
Archainbaud.

DISPl TED
PASSAGE — Dorothy
Lamour,
Akim
Tamiroff, John Howard,
Gordon
Jones, David
Allison. Producer: Harlan Thompson.
Director: Frank Borzage.
Original: Lloyd C. DougVeiller, Sheridan
Gibney. las. Screenplay: Anthony

LAWFUL
OUTLAWS — William Boyd, Betty
ran, Russell Hayden, Willard Robertson,

E. B. Derr. Director:
inal: David Silverstein.

Lambert

Hillyer.

AND
BLIZZARDS — Tex Ritter, Mary
Snub Pollard. Producer: Ed
Finney.
A1 Herman.
Original: John Rathmell.

-

ZE
?
^
5
K

<

a*

THE
DOVE — Leo Carrillo, Steffi Duna, Tim Holt,
Mildred Shay, Carol Tevis, Paul Fix, Donald
McBride.
Producer: Cliff Reid. Director: Lew
Landers.

o
0S

CAREER — Anne
Shiriey, Leon
Errol, Edward
Ellis, Janet Beecher, John Archer, Alice Eden,
Raymond
Hatton.
Producer: Robert Sisk. Director: Leigh Jason.
Original: Phil Stong,
Chester Erskine.

MoRay

Bennett, Britt Wood,
Pedro de Cordoba, Kenneth Harlan, Francis MacDonald.
Producer:
Harry
Sherman.
Director: Lesley Selander.
Original: Clarence
E. Mulford.
Screenplay:
Josef Montiague.

FIVE

CAME
BACK — Chester Morris, Wendy
Barrie, Kent Taylor, Joseph Calleia, John Carradine, C. Aubrey
Smith, Allen Jenkins. Producer: Robert Sisk. Director: John
Farrow.
Original: Richard
Carroll. Screenplay: Jerry

Cady, Dalton Trumbo.
LITTLE
MOTHER — Ginger Rogers, David Niven,
Charles Coburn, Frank Albertson, Horace MacMahon, Barbara Pepper. Producer: Buddy DeSylva. Director: Garson Kanin. Original Screenplay: Norman Krasna.

TIDAL
^
W

Pi

MOUNTAIN
RHYTHM — Gene
nette, June
Story, Maud

Harry

Grey.

Director:

ELSA
MAXWELL’S
Maxwell, Jimmy
^
O

Autry, Smiley BurEburne.
Producer:

Breezy

HOTEL
Ellison,

FOR
Ann

Eason.

WOMEN— Elsa
Sothern, Linda

Darnell, John Halliday, Alan Dinehart, Joyce
Compton, June Gale, Jean Rogers.
Producer:
Raymond
Griffith. Director: Gregory Ratoff.

H
JONES
FAMILY
AT
THE
GRAND
CANYON —
csj
Shirley Deane, Russell Gleason, Jed
Prouty,
Spring Byington, Florence Roberts, Kenneth
Howell, Horace
MacMahon.
Producer:
John
Stone. Director: Mai St. Clair.

WAVE — Ralph
Byrd, Kay
Sutton, Dorothy Lee. George Barbier, Frank Jenks, Mickey
Daniels, Henry Otho, Marc Lawrence. Producer:
Armand
Schaeffer. Director: John Auer. Original Screenplay: Gordon Kahn.

CHARLIE
CHAN
AT TREASURE
ISLAND — Sidney Toler, Cesar Romero, Pauline Moore, Douglas Dumbrille, Sally Blaine, John
Carradine,
Peter Lynn, Donald MacBride.
Producer: Edward Kaufman. Director: Norman
Foster.
THE
RAINS
CAME — George Brent, Myrna
Loy,
Tyrone Power, H. B. Warner, Cesar Romero,
Joseph Schildkraut, Maria Ouspenskaya, Nigel
Bruce, Mary Nash, Henry Travers, Jane Darwell.
Producer: Harry Joe Brown.
Director: Clarence Brown. Original: Louis Bromfield. Screenplay: Julien Josephson, Philip Dunne.

EAST

SIDE, WEST
SIDE— Kane Richmond, Amanda Duff, Henry Armetta, Leona Roberts, June
Gale, Thomas
Jackson. Producer: Sol Wurtzel.
Director: Ricardo Cortez. Screenplay: Robert
Ellis, Helen Logan.

WINTER
CARNIVAL
—
Richard Carlson, Ann
Sheridan, James
Corner, Robert
Armstrong,
Robert Allen, Marsha Hunt.
Producer: Walter
Wanger.
Director: Charles Riesner. Original:
Budd
Schulberg. Screenplay: Budd
Schulberg*
Maurice Rapf, Lester Cole.

>
^

MODERN
Boyer.
Stahl.

CINDERELLA
— Irene Dunne, Charles
Producer: John Stahl. Director: John
Screenplay:

Harold

IN

OLD
Moore,

Shumate.

THE

CALIFORNIA — Richard Arlen, Constance
Andy Devine. Producer: Ben Pivar. Director: Christy Cabanne.

HOBBY

FAMILY— Irene

Rich,

Gabriel

n

NANCY
DREW'
AND
THE
HIDDEN
STAIRCASE
— Bonita
Granville, Frankie
Thomas,
John

£

Litel. Producer: Bryan
Foy.
liam Clemens. Screenplay: Ken

74-B

Director:
Garnet.

Goldsmith. Director: Harold
Young-. Original:
Matt Taylor. Screenplay: Harold Buchman.

Dell,

Jean Sharon, Henry O'Neil, John Ridgely, Fred
Tozere. Producer: Gordon Hollingshead. Director: William McGann.
Original: William
Brockway.

£

OLD
GRAD
—
Charley Grapewin, Anita Louise,
Dick Foran, Frances Robinson, Berton Churchill, Samuel Hinds, Richard Dane. Producer: Ken

Wil-

THE
OLD
MAID — Bette Davis, Miriam Hopkins,
George Brent, Humphrey
Bogart. Jane Bryan,
Jerome Cowan, Louise Fazenda, James Stephenson, Marie Wilson, Donald Crisp. Producer:
Henry
Blanke.
Director: Edmund
Goulding.
Original:
inson.

Zoe

Akin9.

Screenplay:
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ITO Backing Fete

For Gunderson
Los

Angeles — While

its board

of direc-

tors is working on the “minor changes”
in the exhibitor-distributor trade practice
code

whic£ it cited as necessary when affixing its"* approval of the draft “in substance” recently, the Independent Theatre
Owners of So. Calif, and Ariz. is lending

Hollywood

its weight to insure the success of a testimonial dinner planned by Filmrow for Guy

Visitors —

Gunderson, United Artists salesman, observing his 25th anniversary as an exchange figure.
Dinner has been postponed several times
and is now set to be held May 16. This

A first-hand glimpse of young Hollywood in action is caught by B. A.
"Dutch” Stover, operator of the Capitol mid Liberty theatres, Bend, Ore.,
and Mrs. Stover, during a chat with Jackie Cooper (left) on a Paramount
studio set. Stover, a crack golfer, broke away from his business for a film
city vacation during the spring season.

Fine, Sentence for

could

be barred

under

the ordinance,

and

“if the law were carried out,” he claimed,
“it would be illegal to publish or display a
picture of Christ on the cross.”
Police Judge Gilliam, before whom

Showing "Nation"
Denver — Because he showed “Birth of a
Nation” for five days at the Jewel Theatre, Robert E. Allan, owner of the house,
was

fined $1,400 in police court and sentenced to serve 120 days in the county jail.
The police claimed the showing violated

a city ordinance which prohibits the production, advertising or showing of motion
pictures which are “contrary to good order
and morals, and the public welfare, and
which tend to stir up or engender race
prejudice, or are calculated to disturb the
peace.” Allan was served with a summons
on the opening day of the run and appeared in police court the following day,
with the case being continued a week after
it was

ascertained the American Civil Liberties League desired to enter the case.
Allan was served with additional summonses, one each day of the run. The fine
imposed was the minimum, consisting of
$200 for the first offense and $300 for
each

day thereafter. The ordinance provides a minimum of 90 days in jail for
subsequent offenses.
Emmett Thurmon and William Perry,

the

case was tried, overruled a motion to dismiss the case on the grounds of unconstitutionality, and said the ordinance “does
everything but name this particular picture.” He said the law might be vague, but
the showing of “Birth of a Nation”
direct violation of the law.
Carle

Whitehead,

local attorney

was

in

law invests officials with “a power which is
destructive of democracy and freedom” and
is “undemocratic, un-American and unconstitutional.”
The complaint against Allan was signed
by W. F. Turner, president of the Denver

Allan

of the National Ass’n
vancement of Colored People.
was freed on
position of the appeal.

Planning

bond

for the Adpending

dis-

Deluxer

San

Francisco — George Page has purchased a building in Calistoga and will
remodel it into a de luxe theatre. Page
recently sold his Hanford house to T&D
circuit.

attorneys for Allan, said they would appeal. They argue the ordinance is unconstitutional and vague and tends to
give the police dictatorial powers, and

Poole

declared the ITO’s suggested revisions to the trade pact would be forwarded to the general exhibitor-distributor
committee in New York within a few days.
The

general

membership

of the independ-

ent theatremen’s organization has unanimously backed the directorate’s action in
approving the code.

for the

American Civil Liberties League, appearing as a friend of the court, argued the

chapter

date was selected at a meeting of Filmrowites called by the ITO, at which President Galston and Robert Poole, executive
secretary, arranged for cancellation of the
banquet on May 4, previous tentative date.

Coast Memorial Drive
Returns Are Slow
Los Angeles — No returns had been filed
by midweek from exhibitors enlisted in
the Will Rogers Memorial drive, which
opened April 21 for a seven-day period.
Fox West Coast collections are being
cleared through Dan Topper of FWC headquarters, for forwarding to the campaign
committee in New York, with 50 per cent
of the revenue from 190 Fox houses in
California, Montana and Idaho going to
various local charities.
Some 45 independent exhibitors in southern California and Arizona are forwarding
their pledges directly to campaign headquarters, according to Clayton Lynch,
Metro exchange manager, who has been
handling the drive in this area.

Perry

termed the ordinance “the most vicious type of censorship imaginable.”
Allan had been told by police in advance
of the showing he would be arrested if he
persisted in showing “Birth of a Nation.”
“The law produces censorship without
providing a censor,” Perry charged. “There
is no place a theatre manager can go for
a ruling on a picture. This law provides
for the most flagrant violation of the
fundamental rights of citizens I have ever
encountered. It abrogates freedom of
meeting and free speech. If it is permitted to remain in force, no theatre owner
dare

and

display a picture without first obtaining a ruling from the police department, which under the ordinance is permitted to charge and practically to try
convict any person in the theatre

business.”
Perry charged
BOXOFFICE

famous

religious pictures

They Boomed

Drive —

The trio of National Theatre executives who made a tour of all divisions on
behalf of the Spyros Skouras Showmanship campaign now in full swing.
This picture was taken at Los Angeles. Left to right, Andrew Krappman,
assistant to Charles Skouras; Arch Bowles, field marshal in charge of the
drive, and Edward Zabel, New York home office executive.
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A Heavy Response
To Allied Drive
Los Angeles — Now in the throes of a
membership drive, and planning an early
meeting of those already lined up with
the organization, the newly-formed California, Arizona and Nevada chapter of
Allied States Ass’n of Motion Picture Exhibitors reports an “unusually satisfactory’’ response has been elicited from independent exhibitors who have been approached for affiliation.
The new
American
headed by
holds the
the Allied

Allied chapter grew out of the
Federation of Theatre Owners,
James C. Quinn. Quinn now
post of executive secretary of
branch. Other officers include

Seth Perkins of the
Corp., president; Jules

Drive-In Theatre
Wolf, Washington

Theatre, vice-president; and Fred Hershorn, Trojan Theatre, treasurer. These
officers, together with L. L. Bard and
B. J. Leavitt, form the board of directors.
As

to the

number

of

current

Allied

members, Quinn declared it was “too early
to talk about that,” but said he had received “many expressions of gratitude and
interest” from exhibitors in the territory.
The

new

chapter’s stand on the exhibitor-distributor trade practice code will

parallel, in every respect, that already expressed by the national Allied organization, Quinn said — briefly, that the code is
a “step in the right direction,” but not
worked out to the point where controversy
can be reduced to the minimum.
Establishing headquarters at 1908 So.
Vermont Ave., the new Allied chapter has
issued a broadside to scores of exhibitors
as the first move in its expansion program.

■pHE former Princess Theatre Bldg, at
N. W. Sixth Ave. and Burnside St. has
been sold by M. Lowell to Clarence and
Leo Pallay, who are planning to spend between $12,000 and $15,000 making the
30xl00-foot edifice into a first-class theatre .. . Charlie Whiteside on the Row
from Corvallis . . . G. L. Rose in from
Freewater . . . Harry Gamble
ing N. Bonneville, Wash.
Herb

Sobottka,

manager

represent-

of Hamrick-

Evergreen’ s Paramount, running his fingers through his hair over a concert series
for his house . . . Tom Shearer taking a
long-distance telephone call arid repeating the conversation to Millicent Smith
so she can get orders down in short-hand
. . . Zollie Volchalk laying out an advertising campaign in Mose Mesher’s office
. . . Jimmy Beale talking about his new
home . . . Agnes McRae out to lunch at
the UA headquarters.
Stanley Lang of Portland’s
Theatre purchasing a new pipe

Capitol
for his

already over-stocked collection, but sticking with the same old tobacco . . . Walt
Finney wondering if anybody can change
a bill faster than he . . . Herb Larson of
the Oregonian having a coffee on Ted
Gamble . . . Bill Ripley in from Longview
. . . A1 Adolph in from Salem and talking
about his baby.
Mrs. E. A. Hartman in from Estacada
... A. West Johnson representing Eugene
. . . Bob Farrell telling a friend he’s
through with politics— until the next session of the legislature . . . Earl Hunt is
taking up golf again . . . Oscar Phelps in
from Hillsboro . . . Marc Corey talking to
Harold Hunt of the Journal . . . H. J.
Updegraff visiting B. F. Shearer’s office on
business . . . Denny Hull on the Row from
North Bend.

Police Protection for
A Play in Seattle
Seattle — Police

protection

for the

run

of “The Drums Roll On,” to be shown at
the Music Hall Theatre for three days,
has been requested by managers of the
stage company. The play is a satire on
dictators, Stanley Cohan, executive secretary for the company, said, adding he
had received scores of telephone calls
threatening disturbances if the play goes
on as scheduled. The police will be on
hand.

Money Talks, Dealers Wanted
Blowers — Washers — Silent Multiple
Blowers — Spray Nozzles.
17.000
22.000
32.000
40.000
17.000
26.000
40.000
50.000

C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.

Washers
Washers
Washers
Washers
Blower, Steel
Blower, Steel
Blower, Steel
Blow er, Steel

Less Pump
and
Bess Belts and
or more 32c.

PETERSON

Motors.
Motors.

"FREEZEM”

MFG.

Kansas City, Mo.
Nozzles, lots 100

& SALES

G. A. Peterson, Phone HA. 1389
316 Southwest Blvd., Factory
2620 Charlotte St., Office
Kansas
City, Mo.
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Los Angeles — Three new seating jobs
are reported by the Kroehler Theatre Seat
Co., with factories located in Inglewood.
A complete setup of Kroehler Push-Back
chairs has been installed in the Center
Theatre, which Jay Sutton and A1 Galston
will open about May 1. Additionally, installation of a new loge section in Ned
Calvi’s Plaza Theatre, Hawthorne, has
been completed, and an order has been
received from the Steinberg Bros, for seats
for their new Congress
der construction.

Theatre,

now

un-

Rotor
$198.00
237.00
310.00
353.00
131.00
187.50
247.00
287.00

F.O.B.
Spray

Kroehler Reports 3 New
Theatre Installations

To Helm

Center

Los Angeles — M. J. Coffman will manage the new Center Theatre for Jay Sutton and Albert Galston, moving over from
the Casino
house.

CO.

Theatre,

also a Sutton-Galston

Park to Jack Goldman
Los

Angeles — Jack Goldman has purchased the Park Theatre from Dave Cantor. Goldman also operates the Pico.

"Golden Spike Dap"
Held in Salt Lake
Salt Lake City — April 25 was “Union
Pacific Golden Spike Day” here and the
event, preceding the debut of Paramount’s
“Union Pacific” at the Centre Theatre by
four days, was celebrated in a big way with
parades and displays.
The

lobby at the Capitol was noteworthy.

Titled in large letters as “Tire Epoch of
America Westward,” it presented an animated picture, life-sized, of the driving
of the last spike in the tracks of the Union
Pacific Railroad, with the train giving off
fire and smoke.
The depot was outstanding
murals covering the spacious
wooden

with many
edifice. A

replica of the old wood-burning

gine, “Old Fifty-Eight,”
the streets.

was taken

en-

through

Among film luminaries here for the occasion were Cecil B. DeMille, producer;
Madeleine Carroll, Fred MacMurray,
George Raft, Lynne Overman, Akim Tamiroff, Robert Preston, and Lloyd Nolan, as
well as William M. Jeffers, president of
the U. P.

Universal Sales Moguls
Visit Company Studios
Los

Angeles — Training

in from

Univer-

sal’s regional sales meeting in San Francisco, William A. Scully, chief of sales;
William Heineman, western sales manager;
A1 O’Keefe, west coast district chief; and
James Jordan and F. T. Murray of the
home office, are spending a few days at
the Universal studio looking over current
films and conferring with Cliff Work,
Matty Fox and other studio executives.
The sales moguls plan a swing around the
western division, including Portland, Seattle, Salt Lake City and Denver, before returning east.

Metro's Western Exchange
Bookers Meet May 14-15
Los Angeles
managers and

— A convention of office
bookers of the five western

Metro

exchanges will be held in San Francisco, May 14 and 15. The San Francisco,
Seattle, Portland, Salt Lake City and Los
Angeles exchanges will attend.

Plan in San Carlos
San Francisco — Arch
ern California division
West Coast, announces
be built by the circuit
will seat 800 and show

M. Bowles, northmanager for Fox
a new theatre will
at San Carlos. It
first-run films.

Milt Arthur Reopens
Long Beach, Cal. — Dark for seven days
due to inavailability of product, Milt Arthur’s State Theatre has reopened with
“The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle”
and “Peck’s Bad Boy With the Circus.”
BOXOFFICE
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PRODUCTION,
exhibition and distribution friends of Jack Gross honored him
with

a testimonial dinner at the Hollywood Athletic Club, observing his departure from the western managership of

RKO

Theatres to become production assistant to Cliff Work at the Universal
studio. Sherrill Cohen was master of
ceremonies. Speeches were handed out
by Lou Halper of Warner Theatres; Fred
Meyer, Charles Skouras, Fox West Coast
president, Matty Fox, Work,
tages and Gross.

Rodney

Pan-

Universal screened “The Family Next
Door” and “East Side of Heaven” for the
sales force . . . Metro Premium Co. has
moved to new quarters in the Majestic
exchange, deserting their former location
at the Selected Pictures office.
Virginia Pride, bookkeeper at the Ideal
Seating Co., is convalescing at the Cedars
of Lebanon Hospital following an appendectomy. . . Wayne Ball, new Columbia
branch manager, is planning a big party
for exhibitors and Filmrowites when Columbia moves into its new exchange shortly .. . The United Artists exchange is
gleaming in a new coat of paint, but the
odor is still terrific.
A guest at the Warner studio during his
current visit to southern California was
George Joseph of the Joseph Bros, circuit
of Manila, Philippine Islands . . . Breck
Photoplay Supply Co. installed new Lansing sound equipment in Frank Fouce’s Arrow Theatre on Main Street, and is in-

and Royale; Harry Vinicof, Vinicof circuit;
George Bromley, who is building a new
theatre in partnership with Alex M ounce;
Mac Sinift, Daly; Leslie Taylor, Raymond,
Pasadena. He is a son of Harry Taylor,
branch manager for National Screen Service; Mrs. Jennie Dodge, Mission, Ventura; Johnny Menard jr., Showshop, Glendale; Fred Siegal, Palomar, Oceanside;

Angeles — Fox West Coast has announced its Chinese Theatre, first-run
house in Hollywood, will change over to
a legitimate stage policy beginning May

George Bourke, Nuart and Tivoli, Sawtelle; Hugh Bruen, operator of the Whittier, Wardman and Roxy in Whittier.

12 and

More

bookers:

Art

Brick,

Palace,

Las

Vegas; Kurt Laemmle, Glassell and Franklin; Mrs. Foster Jackson, Elsinore; Elsinore; Fred Hershorn, Trojan; Ed Patterson, of the Sierra, Eagle Rock, and the
Daly, local house; Grace Mullins, booker
for the Nace circuit of Arizona; Sam Katzman. Palms, Palms; Saul Mayler, booker
for the Harry Vinicof circuit; Harold
Glass, Gordon; Harvey Levinson, Cozy;
Isaac Victor, Victor, Long Beach — not to
be confused with Billy Sobelman, who
came in to book for his Victory, a local
theatre.
Cullen Espy, Fox West Coast district
manager, has been elected president of the
Fox Westcoasters Club, taking office May
1. Other new officers include Clella Thorne,
vice-president; Albert Ensinen, treasurer,
and Agnes Arnold, secretary . . . Embarking on his first tour of inspection since
taking over the post from Jack Gross,
Charles Koerner, new western district manager for RKO
Theatres, has headed for
San Francisco, thence to Denver . . . Mrs.

stalling 800 International “ Floating Comfort” theatre seats in Lou Berkoff’s Cinema
Theatre, scheduled to open May 11.
In for bookings: R. B. Gates, Buttonwillow Theatre, Button willow; Leon Levy,
Wiltern; E. M. Ward, Valley, Lancaster;
Max Sinker, Oriental nad Alvarado; Mike
Rapaport, Arlington; Dan Irvine, Gem,
Southgate; Eddie Shanberg, Riviera; William Swanson, Ojai, Ojai; Vincent Russo,
Casino, San Diego; Don Carruthers, Coronado, Coronado; Russell Clampitt, Trona,
Trona; H. W. Cook, National Park Service,
Death Valley Junction, who books pictures
for hotels and camps there; Frank Fouce,
Arrow, California and Electric, all Spanish-language house; Paul Swickard, operator of a house on Whittier Bivd.; Nate
Boasberg, in from Inglewood; Bill Knotts,
Covina, Covina; Glen Bast, Del Mar, Carpenteria; Ray Pearson, Lone Pine, Lone
Pine; Isaac Blum, Mecca, Mojave; Bob
Klingberg, Majestic, Santa Monica; Judge
LeRoy Pawley, Desert, Indio; Bob Tengfoerg, Majestic, Santa Monica; Bernard J.
Leavitt, El Miro, Santa Monica; Charlie
Olds, Arroyo, Arroyo Grande; Paul Glick,
Canoga, Canoga Park; Ivan Rowley,
Ward’s, Pismo Beach; Earl Sinks, Vogue,
Hollywood; Claude Davis, Seville, Inglewood; Jimmy Edwards, Edwards circuit.
Jules Wolf came in to acquire bookings
for his Washington Theatre, catering to
the colored trade, as did Al Snadow, who
runs the Bill Robinson Theatre in the same
district . . . Other bookers included Dave
Cantor and Al Weeder of the Park, York
BOXOFFICE

Chinese Theatre
Turns to Flesh

TRADE

Los

continuing

for an

indefinite

pe-

riod, possibly several months. Loew’s State,
FWC’s downtown house which has been
booking day-date with the Chinese, will
continue as a motion picture house, with
the Egyptian in Hollywood to take over
as first-run in Hollywood.
be

Stage presentation at the Chinese will
“Folies Bergere,” moving down from

the San Francisco World’s Fair. Show
will be presented three times daily, coupled
with newsreels and short subjects. Final
straight picture booking will be “The Return of the Cisco Kid” and “Hound of the
Baskervilles,” going in May 3 for a week.

Assigned

to Serial

Hollywood — “The Return of Zorro,”
which Robert Beche will produce as a
12-chapter serial for Republic, will be
whipped into screen form by Morgan Cox.

Grace

Langley

has

returned

to work

as

Eddie Cooke’s secretary at Universal, after
a two-week vacation . . . George Zakon,
exhibitor from Boston, Mass., was a guest
at the Warner studio. He is currently on a
vacation in southern California.

DIRECTORY
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—
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^■HIS town acquired another first-run
house with the gala, flower-festive reopening of the Uptown Theatre. The house,
one of the Danz Sterling chain, has always been in the suburban class, but now
has been remodeled and the new policy
will be imported films drawing city-wide
patronage of lovers of this type of attraction. Warren Lemmon is the new manager of the Uptown . . . With baseball opening its season in town this week the
show-shops have been feeling it at the
boxoffice. This town is baseball crazy
and some 12,000 to 14,000 fans are in the
new stadium every evening for the night
games. With the Hollywood Stars opening the season with the Seattle Rainiers,
Gail Patrick was on hand, for her hubby,
Robert Cobb, is vice-president of the film
team. Miss Patrick was host to the men
of both teams at a gathering in the Olympic Hotel which was an honest-to-goodness coke party and enjoyed by everyone.
Another

Hollywood

visitor this week

is

Ned Sparks, the “sour-puss” comic who
was spotted sitting around the Olympic
Hotel. ( This is not a hotel plug but this
is the town’s big “stay joint’’). Ned was
wearing a disguise of dark glasses and the
rest of his face was hidden by a big cigar.
Believe it or not he had a grouch on, for
he remembered when, some years ago, he
was offered a lot on Lake Washington for
$30. Today those lots are worth thousands,
and he knows it .. . Bryant Washburn,
former silent screen star, is very busy in
town giving auditions to the many boys
and girls appearing on the Jesse L. Lasky
“Gateway to Hollywood” tryouts. Winners
who will get a trip to Hollywood and a
screen tests were Fletcher Tweedt of the
Boeing Airplane Co. and Miss Jean Morrison of Portland.
Death claimed one of Washington’s pioneer showmen this week in the person of
Peer

“Peter” Faldborg. Having just returned from a visit to his old country,
Peter passed away in Wilbur, where he
has had theatres since 1917. He was 68
years of age . . . Chuck Foster, young
maestro of one of the coast’s popular swing
bands, is honeymooning here. His bride
is the former Virginia Bidwell until lately
stand-in for the star Annabella . . . Jesse
Jones who has just acquired ownership
of the Rivoli Theatre in Portland, was a
visitor this week, and tells of plans to
take over more theatres in the Rose city.
Jesse was accompanied by Archie Holt, former film salesman here who is now manager of the Rivoli . . . Eddie Lamb, local
manager for Radio Pictures, was given the
assignment as talent scout this week. Seems
a University of Washington freshman,
Miss Vernita Murphy, sent her picture to
the studios in Hollywood and was Eddie
surprised when he received a wire telling
him to get in touch with the girl and
send her south by plane.
The Northwest Film Club has sent out
notices that the regular Open House held
on Wednesdays will be held on Tuesdays,
starting April 25. There will be buffet
supper and contests for some 30 prrizes . . .
George Kerer is in the Northwest handling

74-F

the Louis-Roper fight films . . . Morrie
Saffle who takes over the management
of the local Metro office is due in from
Salt Lake any day now to establish residence. George Hickey, western district
manager for the company, will arrive with
Morrie . . . Eddie Maher, coast manager
for Heywood-W ake field Seating Co., is
here from Los Angeles. He came in from
Portland with Tom Shearer and they are
holding business
Shearer.

sessions with

B. F. “Ben”

Ben Fish, division head for United Arttists, in town and very busy making arrangements for the special preview of
“Wuthering Heights” . . . Members of the
20th Century-Fox exchange celebrating
the opening of their new quarters and also
their victories in the recent sales drive
with a dinner presided over by Herndon
Edmond, local manager. The exchange won
$500 second prize on short subjects and
a healthy bonus for every employe for
their position in the feature sales . . .
Another division manager here is Cal Calloway of Warner, who is spending a few
days here with Bill Shartin.
Mrs.

Tom Berry of Edmonds has returned from her two-week trip to Los
Angeles and the San Francisco fair . . .
Helen Virginia King, the little girl about
town who hands out the cigarettes a la
“Johnny presents,” won a free trip to Paris
by entering a contest held by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. Helen refused the trip because
she lacked the $100 personal expense
money

she was expected to have. However, she will be able to make the trip,
for the local Metro office got busy and
the expense money was provided so the
lucky girl will leave for Paris on the Normandie. What a lot of folks on the Row
did not know was, that Helen for the past

No FWC Change
In Clearance
Los Angeles — With the return of Larry
Kent, FWC. executive from New York where
he conferred with Spyros Skouras, it is
learned there will be no changes in the
clearance schedules affecting the circuit.
Kent

accompanied Charles Buckley, attorney and right hand man to Charles P.
Skouras, east. They are understood to
have insisted no alterations be made in
clearance and zoning next season.
However, where theatres have cut admissions there will be no change in run,
but availabilities following first runs may
be affected.
Spyros Skouras and Buckley visited
Thurman Arnold, head of the anti-trust
division under Attorney General Frank
Murphy,

in Washington where it is understood the discussion pivoted about the

local clearance situation, the coast investigation being conducted by Albert Law on
trade practices and also several phases of
the government all-industry suit pending
in New York.
It is further

understood

Skouras

and

Buckley explained to Arnold their reasons
for upholding current clearances here and
that the department of justice has agreed
with them in their contentions. Buckley
is due to leave New York Monday or
Tuesday. Kent plans to return to New
York in about a month to sit in on National Theatres’ product
next season.

negotiations

for

National Theatres' Drive
Shows Big Gross Gain

few months has beeii working in the mornings at the local Grand National exchange
as an inspectress, intent on learning that
trade.

Los Angeles — Estimate of results of the
first week of the National Theatres Spyros
Skouras drive, as received at Fox West
Coast headquarters, shows a 50 per cent
jump over normal business, with John

The Catholic Church
outdoor pageant on May

Hamrick’s Evergreen district in Portland
in first place. A total of 27 operating districts, including various subsidiaries of

will stage a big
10 at Vancouver,

Wash., to celebrate the landing of a Father Blanchet there some 100 years ago.
Representatives of the Catholic Commission first sought Spencer Tracy for the
role. Tracy was flattered but said he would
be vacationing in Europe at that time. Don
Ameche was the next actor approached
and he, too, was flattered, but he had a
great idea. He suggested that the role of
priest could be better played by a priest,
that it was better to turn a priest into
an actor than vice versa, hence Father
Robbins of Seattle will handle the role.
Visitors this week

include

Eddie

Hudson,

head

of General Film Exchanges in Portland and Seattle; W. A. and Mrs. Cochrane, Snoqualmie; Loren Wahl, Bellingham; Maurice Safier, western division
manager for Grand National; John and

Mrs. Schabel from Aberdeen; Jack Allender, California; Al Fernandez, Pysht; Roy
Irvine, Ritzville; Jay and Mrs. Tew, North
Bend; Mrs. Margot Cunningham and Janet
Lee, in from Portland to visit the L. O.
Lukans.

NT,

are competing, with $25,000 to be distributed in bonuses.

Two Exhibitors Are Sued
By "U" Over Contracts
Los Angeles — Acting on instructions
from the home office, Universal Film Exchange has brought suit in superior court
against Ben Bronstein and George Harter, charging them with illegally revoking
contracts for $2,032.50 worth of Universal
pictures which it claims the exhibitors had
agreed to purchase for their Carmen, De
Luxe and Arlin theatres.

Remembers

a Friend

San Francisco — Due to his boyhood
friendship with Celso Hurato, leader of the
Guatemala Marimba Band, Leo Carrillo
took a night off on his visit here and acted
as emcee at the La Fiesta where the band
is playing.
BOXOFFICE
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Police Seek Closing
"Grinds" 1 A. M.

He Found

Sacramento — Authors

Los Angeles — Declaring the practice
constitutes a grave health hazard and fire
menace, the police, health and fire commissions have recommended adoption of an
ordinance closing the Main Street “grind”
houses at 1 a. m. instead of allowing them
to continue their present all-night policy.
Fire Chief Scott declared more than 1,000
vagrants spend the night in eight “grind”
theatres in the district, sleeping, eating,
drinking and smoking.

SA1LT

LAKE

M -G-M,
through Local Manager Samuel
Gardner, has presented a print of
“Miracle of Salt Lake” to authorities of the
local L. D. S. Church . . . Maurice Saffle
left this week for Seattle and his new
post with M-G-M . . . The Utah industrial
commission has been advised by the state’s
attorney general against the employment
of children under 16, even though school
and other authorities might be willing to
issue such permits.
Gladys Swarthout is slated for a singing
engagement at Logan, Utah, Nino Martini
will appear here at the L. D. S. tabernacle,
and

other

concert stars scheduled for appearances here include Mischa Elman, violinist; Helen Jepson, singer; and Jeanette
MacDonald . . . W. W. McKendrick, Monogram branch manager, is mourning the
death of his sister. Burial was locally.

Phil Guss of Intermountain Theatre
Supply is back from a swing of southern
Utah . . . H. C. Fuller, RKO head here,
spent some time in Idaho and Montana
on business, of course . . . Bill Seib, Columbia branch manager, and his sales staff
will attend the company convention in
Los Angeles, May 20-22 . . . L. E. Kennedy,
a new Columbia salesman, has gone out on
his maiden trip into Idaho.
Mat Aparton, Universal branch manager,
and his sales force were in San Francisco
for the company’s regional and a peek at
the Fair ... A visitor was J. T. Sheffield
of Sheffield-Republic

. . . Frank

A. Soule,

Republic’s traveling auditor, has quit the
local office and is now in Denver, adding
machine and all.

To the Frisco Fair last week went Harold
Chesler, assistant Intermountain booker,
and T. M. Chesler of Bingham . . . Carl
Lind, Metro salesman, is father of a new
baby girl . . . George Smith, Paramount
district manager, is due here for a sales
meeting.

Names
Balboa

Way

continuously

are

looking for new ways to write of people
falling in love; producers always are seeking new ideas to incorporate in their films,
and now is found a new way to enter the
theatre business.
Hoyt Lescher, local donut magnate,
started showing films in an adjoining lot
to catch the eyes of customers. Much to
Lescher’s amazement, the films were attracting more customers than his “coffee
and” shops. So he fenced around the lot
and converted it into a drive-in theatre.
He will charge admission and serve coffee and donuts.

Cal. — Andy

Anderson

has

been appointed manager of Earl Strebe’s
Ritz Theatre. Anderson formerly managed Strebe’s house in Palm Springs.

Eastland Circuit to
Add Three Units
Los Angeles — Three new theatres will
be added to the Eastland Theatres, Inc.,
circuit through a building boom just announced by Jack Y. Berman, head of the
chain. All will be located in the east side
of the city. Construction contract already has been let for the first, which will
be pointed for a September 1 opening.
Second will be remodeled from a store
building. Third is still in formulative
stages.

Elephant Trains Do a
" Sit-Down " at Fair
San

Francisco — Treasure

Island’s

color-

ful Elephant Trains were participants in a
“sit-down” strike when Exposition officials
allowed automobiles to park on the
grounds.
Guests to the farewell dance of the
Inter-American Travel Congress in the
California Hall ballroom were allowed to
park their cars in the Court of Nations,
as a convenience. Key system officials
declared their contract forbade any interIsland automobile transportation and sidetracked all their trains for the evening.

L. MARKOWITZ

here . . . It’s a girl for Emil Davis and the
wife, of course. The Western Poster employe is handing out cigars. Ask for yours
if you missed out.
Sid Burnstein

Pat Beardslee, head inspectress at Republic, is out with a bad cold . . . Bill Saal
is here in advance of Republic’s “Man of
Conquest,” opening soon at the Paramount
. . . Gerald Hardy, who operates three
houses in Fresno, was a visitor.
His leave of absence

Los Angeles — Starting May 5, RKO’s
western district will plunge into a onemonth playdate drive dedicated to Harry
Cohen, western district manager, with
Denver, Salt Lake City, Portland, Seattle,
San Francisco and Los Angeles exchanges
participating.

Americanism Meeting Set
At Temple in Glendale
Theatre

three Warner historical featurettes — “Sons
of Liberty,” “Declaration of Independence” and “Lincoln in the White House”
— to be the feature of the program.

FWC

Dip at the Marquis
— Fox

West

Coast

the

over, Jimmy

job at the

Myers

Republic

ex-

3000 Exhibitors

Can’t be Wrong . . .

has

been turned over to disabled war veterans
for an Americanism meeting April 30, with

Hollywood

on

change. . . Plans for Republic’s regional
meeting here May 8-9 at the Empire Hotel
are rapidly taking form, and local executives promise big things for the occasion.

A Month Date Drive by
RKO for Harry Cohen

Temple

has joined

division manager; Howard Butler and Gordon Allen are slated to leave for Monogram’s convention in Chicago.

is back

Cal. — The

of Los Angeles

the local office of Metro Premium . . . Latest seat orders reported by Jim Riley include: Monterey Bowling Alleys, Gerald
projection room, and George McPherson’s Yearington Theatre, in the Nevada totvn of that name . . .Mel Hulling,

Los Angeles — Kurt and Max Laemmle,
defendants in a suit alleging they owed a
commission to H. H. Barsky in reference
to their purchase of the Franklin Theatre,
were victorious when Superior Judge
Joseph Marchetti dismissed the action on
all counts. Harry L. Rackin, who sold the
theatre to the Laemmles, acted as a witness for the defense. Barsky deals in
theatre properties.

Glendale,

is reported behind the

new Bridge Theatre, 400-seater being
built on Geary St. here . . . The local
Universal exchange hosted representatives
who attended the company convention

Karski’s

Commission Suit Against
Laemmles Is Dismissed

Andy Anderson

Beach,

BOXOFFICE

a New

has

dropped admission prices at its Marquis
Theatre from 35 to 20 cents.

Start Being Smart!
TRAILER-MADE, Inc.
1909 S. Vermont

Los Angeles
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of "Floating
Theatre
^
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The recent trend in theatre seating only proves that INTERNATIONAL
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the leaders in modern

theatre chair design with such features as
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Better Theatre News Trade in Wisconsin to Unite
Sections Praised Against Bill for Film Tax
Indianapolis
their efforts

— Local newspapers
to give Indianapolis

and
and

surrounding areas more interesting theatre news sections were lauded April 20 at
the regular monthly luncheon meeting of
the ATOI at the Antlers Hotel.
There was also a general discussion on
projection and sound.
The following were in attendance: Lon
Walker, Charles Walker, Irving Theatre;
Nathan Tamler, Oliver and Rex theatres;
George Kinney, Udell Theatre; Carl
Niesse, Vogue Theatre; Claude Allison,
Strand Theatre; Ed Zeyen and A. C. Zaring, Zaring Theatre; Robert Hessendenz,
Walker, Lido and Park theatres; Earl Bell,
Howard Theatre; Grey Kilbourne, Bair’s
Ritz and Uptown theatres; Mr. Quinn,
Vogue Theatre; Alfred Ackerman and
Mark Gates, Tacoma Theatre; Charles
Tamler, Garfield Theatre; Oscar Kuschner, Hollywood Theatre; Mrs. Grace Wolfard, Hamilton Theatre; Harry Markun,
Talbott and Belmont theatres; Ernest Miller, Cinema Theatre, and Don Rossiter,
association office.
The next meeting will be held the third
Thursday in May.

Indianapolis — George Mailers, operator
of the Hines and Princess theatres, Portland, Ind., was host to the Association
Theatre Owners of Indiana District 2 with
a dinner at the Portland Country club.
Short talks were given by Leonard Sowar,
Isaac Holycross, Wayne P. Garman, Charles
W. Schneider, Guy D. Hammitt, Roy Kalver and George Mailers. The meeting was
in charge of Leonard Sowar, city manager of the Theatrical Managers theatres in
Muncie and regional vice-president of the
ATOI.
Theatre men in attendance included
Leonard Sowar, Muncie; Isaac Holycross,
Paramount, Anderson; E. K. Crouch, Palace, Fairmount; Robert Secrest; Orpheum,
Hartford City; Matt Scheidler, Orpheum,
Hartford City; Roy Kalver, Adams, Decatur; Arthur W. Howard, Howard, Monon; Paul Wycoff, Riviera, Anderson; Fred
Nessel, Riviera, Anderson; Harry Van Noy,
Paramount, Anderson; Guy D. Hammitt,
Strand, Crawfordsville; David M. Martin,
Strand, Crawfordsville; Frank Walters,
Orpheum, Hartford City; Charles W.
Schneider, Miami, Union City; K. H. Sink,
Miami, Union City; Frank Millspaugh,
Strand, Muncie; Melvin B. Grundy; Rivoli, Muncie; Wayne R. Garman, Ritz,
North Manchester; George Mailer, Fred
C. Heniser, Princess, Roger Ludy, Hines,
Portland.

The next meeting of the second district
will be held in June. Place to be announced later.

Wins

given

New

Contract

— Margot

Stevenson,

cur-

rently in “Dust Be My Destiny,” has been
a new contract by Warner.
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Chicago- — Not

satisfied

with

the

one

anti-dual bill up before the house and
which has been reported favorably by
the

judiciary

committee,

another

bill

has appeared in Springfield before the
state legislature. It is one introduced
by Representative Sandquist and calls
for limiting of the length of a motion
picture

show

to two

been referred
mittee.

to

hours.
the

It, too, has

judiciary

com-

Bank Night Raids
Irk Exhibitors
La Crosse, Wis. — Frank L. Koppelberger,
manager of the La Crosse Theatres Co.,

on the circuits’ Rivoli and Hollywood theatres in connection with Bank Night drawings in view of the fact that they are
appealing

to the State Supreme

Court

Cir-

cuit Judge August C. Hoppmann’s recent
decision denying their demurrers to the
public nuisance action of Circuit Judge
Robert S. Cowie, La Crosse.
The Hollywood was raided by Sheriff
L. G. Schaefer and a corps of deputies
under the authority of a search warrant
signed by County Judge Roy V. Ahlstrom
after Judge Cowie, “as circuit judge of
La Crosse county and a resident of the
city of La Crosse” had filed a written complaint with the court alleging the Hollywood has “set up and

promoted

Milwaukee
exhibitors and
sent a united
bill introduced
committee on

— Circuit and independent
exchange men plan to prefront in opposition to the
in the state senate by the
state and local government

providing for a tax of $2.50 on each 1,000
lineal feet of motion picture films sold,
leased or distributed for public use in
Wisconsin.
Under the provision of the measure, reports are to be filed with the state treasurer on or before the 15th day of October, January, April and July of each year
stating the footage used within the preceding three months, accompanied by the
required tax.
Default payments are to be penalized by
an interest charge of one per cent a month
for the time due. The state treasurer is to
make the necessary rules and regulations
and prescribe the forms to be used.

and Ted Bolnick manager of the Welworth Theatres Co., were critical of raids

George Mailers Hosts ATOI
District 2 With Dinner

Hollywood

Another Bill Against
Illinois Duals

a lottery

for money.”
Because the theatre’s Bank Night records were confiscated in the raid, the Hollywood was unable to conduct its $1,800
drawing. Bolnick said the theatre was
hopeful of renewing its drawings in the
near future.
The Rivoli was raided April 22 on a
similar warrant, but the theatre held its
drawing at an unannounced place and William Freise, manager of the house, announced the winning number from the
theatre’s orchestra pit. No complaint for
the $900 award appeared. Sheriff’s officials in the audience at the time left the
theatre

empty handed. They had confiscated a silk canopy banner, advertising
cards, registration card and book and steel
index cabinet in their afternoon raid.
Koppelberger had the following to say
concerning the most recent action:
“Judge Cowie started a lawsuit in this
county to restrain us from operating Bank
Night after convictions in criminal cases
had failed. Everyone is operating Bank

All persons subject to the tax are to
keep records, books, identifying tags and
other documents for the reels or films
which are to be open to inspection in
order to bring about full collection of the
levy. The penalty for violation would be
a fine of not less than $100 or imprisonment of not less than one month nor more
than six months, or both.
Proceeds from the film tax would be
used to augment the state payments for
old age assistance. The act is intended
to become effective on July 1 of this year.
The bill by Assemblyman Alex L. Nicol,
No. 552-A, which would have restricted
ownership of motion picture theatres in
Wisconsin to exclude film producers and
distributors, was killed last week in the
assembly without debate, thereby disposing of this measure for the 1939 session.

Lido, Argos , to Bow
Indianapolis — Anthony B o k a s announces the opening of his new Lido Theatre in Argos, Ind., for this weekend. GerBar, Inc., was in charge of remodeling
and equipment installations.
Night so far as we know in the states of
Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa.
“We are going to operate Bank Night
until the supreme court passes upon the
question. We are not delaying the decision,
but have asked our attorneys to obtain
a decision of the supreme court in the least
possible time. In the meantime we are
going to operate.
“We want to advise the public that Bank
Night will be conducted in the future as it
has been in the past. The drawings will
take place at the regular hour on each
succeeding Saturday night until some legal
authority decides otherwise.
Our right to do business is at stake and
our board of directors has decided to resist the judge’s attack to the limit. We
are law abiding, doing business as other
theatres do business, seeking to do only
the things that other people do.”

C
75

Republic's Regional
Proves Stimulating
Chicago — Republic closed its third
regional meeting here with central district
franchise owners and salesmen pledging
to James R. Grainger, general sales manager and president of Republic Pictures,
their utmost on sales effort for “Man of
Conquest,” and the forthcoming 1939-40
program.
A special scroll was presented to Grainger signed by all of the men attending the
meeting. A similar pledge and token of
appreciation was sent to Moe Siegel, studio
head of Republic.
During the meeting Grainger announced

that “Man of Conquest,” the Republic
special, would open shortly at the B&K
Roosevelt Theatre in the Chicago loop,
and

that

a

deal

had

been

signed

with

Great States Theatres, not only for “Man
of Conquest,” but also for the entire 193940 Republic lineup.
Herbert Yates, head of Republic and
Consolidated Film, said that the company
would make a determined drive for the
South

American

market

with

the 1939-40

lineup. “Now that we have the U. S. market well in hand,” Yates said, “we will go
after South American business and no
doubt produce many of our pictures with
the thought in mind of catering to that
public there.”
Yates also said that Republic will probably make about six Spanish language
films especially for export next season to

South America and other Spanish-speaking countries.
John Balaban was a speaker at the closing session of the regional, and other
guests include Bill Hollander of B&K,
Jules Rubens of Great States, and Jim
Booth of Essaness Theatres.
Yates, Grainger and A1 Adams, advertising and publicity head, returned to New
York by plane following the meeting.
Yates left Wednesday for the west coast
for studio conferences with Siegel. Grainger will leave New York Thursday for San
Francisco and the last of the regionals
there May 8 and 9. Grainger will then
spend a week with Yates at the studio,
before returning east. Yates will remain in
Hollywood relieving Siegel for a month,
while the studio head takes a rest.

Notes

on the Convention

Grainger made it clear that Republic is
in no hurry to take anything but the best
possible dates and theatres on its special,
“Man of Conquest.”
After Yates announced the approximate million and a half dollar increase in
the production budget, Adams told the
men that his advertising budget would be
increased proportionately as much.
Adams
manager,

and
who

Max

Roth,

presided

central
at

the

district
regional,

spent most of the night before the opening session getting all the decorations in
place for the convention room. There
was no doubt, we are sure, in the mind of
any of the men, when they entered the
room, but that Republic is distributing a
certain picture, titled “Man of Conquest.”
The title was plastered everywhere.
Jack

Schwartz,

Chicago

salesman,

came

back

just in time from his Florida vacation to attend the regional. And the tan
he had showed that he took plenty of the
sun cure.

Branson Says RKO Drive
Surpassing Last Year
Chicago
January
Branson,
Schaefer

— Here for the first time since
for more than a day, Walter
drive leader of the RKO George
Drive, said that the volume of

dates on this year’s campaign
overtops that of last year.

thus

far

“Matter of fact,” he said, “this is the
biggest corresponding period we have ever
had in number of dates and engagements
booked on RKO product.”
He returned to New York

this weekend

to finish up the last minute activities pursuant to the drive which closes June 2.

May has been designated in Branson’s
territory as “Branson Month” for the drive.
Every office in this district is making a
final determined effort to come out on top
in the campaign.

At TOP
Republic's
Chicago Meeting —
VIEW: James R. Grainger, president; Herbert

J. Yates, chairman of
the board; Barney Rosenthal and Nat Steinberg, St. Louis franchise holders. SECOND SCENE, seated: Sam Decker, Lee Mandel, Chicago; Max Roth,
central district manager; Irving Mandel, Chicago, Milwaukee and Indianapolis franchise holder, and Bill Marriott, Indianapolis manager. Standing:
Max Dreifuss, Chicago; Harry Gorman, Indianapolis; Harry Lorch, Chicago manager; Jack Frackman, Milwaukee manager; Homer Knox, Indianapolis; Jack Schwartz, Chicago; Matt Lavin, Milwaukee; Frank Nardi,
Chicago. THIRD PICTURE: St. Louis salesmen, Jimmy Gately and Dave
Nelson, and Steinberg and Rosenthal again.
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Projectors Are Stolen
Chicago — A plate glass window in front
of the office of Trailer-Made Service of
Illinois, Inc., 1300 South Wabash, was
broken over the weekend and a number of
16mm projection machines taken which
were on display in the window. Johnny
Mednikow, president, said that nothing in
the office was disturbed.
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"Lincoln" Premiere
At Springfield
Springfield,

III. — This

home

town

of

Abraham Lincoln will play host on Memorial Day, May 30, to an array of motion
picture stars from the 20th Century-Pox
studios at a studio world premiere of
“Young Mr. Lincoln.”
Film luminaries will come to the city
from Culver City, Cal., in a special tiain
chartered for the event.
Springfield has been chosen by the officials of the studio because the story of
the picture is laid in and around the city.
Many scenes of the picture show the early
days of Springfield, realistically reproduced from photograph and historical material gathered.

— BOXOFFICE

Photograph

by Candid

Illustrators,

Chicago.

Les Freres Balaban — An Unusual Picture —
Chicago — Spending

two

hours

in Chi-

cago between trains en route to New York,
Barney Balaban, president of Paramount,
poses for this exclusive Boxoffice photograph, taken in the office of John Balaban, who is responsible for Balaban &
Katz and Great States’ circuits operation,
with all of the Brothers Balaban present, except the senior brother, A. J. Balaban, who is due back here next week, after
having been in Europe nine months.
Shown in the picture are, left to right,
Harry and Elmer Balaban, who operate
their own circuit of theatres in Chicago,
including the nationally known Esquire
Theatre; John, Barney, and Dave, who is
district manager for B&K in Chicago.
As he left the Santa Pe Super-Chief,

Parleys Soon
Criminal
Chicago

—

shortly

will hear the case in

Judge Woodward’s courtroom here, since
the federal jurist is leaving on a vacation.
The master will report his findings later
to Judge Woodward.
Meanwhile, attorneys for B&K have answered the anti-trust suit filed by Prank
Ford, operator of the Stadium Theatre,
BOXOFFICE

premiere

Contempt

Activity is promised

Eldredge

He said that business generally in theatres is about the same this year compared with last year this time, but considerably under 1937. With Balaban was
Stanton Griffis, chairman of the executive committee.
Balaban was to be through here later
this week en route to the Omaha world
of “Union

Pacific.’’

on Hearings

in the government’s criminal contempt
case against Barney Balaban, B&K and all
of the majors except Columbia.
Referred to Special Master in Chancery
Edgar Eldredge of Ottawa, 111., former
judge of the third district appellate court,
is the entire case. Attorneys for the defendants, Warren Canaday, federal assistant district attorney general in charge
of anti-trust prosecution; Judge Charles
Woodward, before whom the case was set,
and Master Eldredge are to confer immediately on setting of a date for hearings.
Master

Barney said that Paramount will have
about one-third of its top pictures for
1939-40 ready to show at its forthcoming Hollywood convention of salesmen.
With production going forward at a rapid
pace, the Paramount chief said that by
September 1 about one-half of the top
pictures for next season will have passed
the shooting stage.

in

Action

Evanston. Included in the answer is a
request to strike out the demand for treble
damages sought by Ford, a motion to dismiss the case entirely, and another motion
to make separate causes out of the seeking
of a jury trial and damages.
The independent exhibitors’ anti-trust
suit against B&K and the majors is set
for May 15 after numerous postponements.
This leaves the anti-trust suit of V. U.
Young’s Gary Theatre Co., against B&K,
Warner Theatres, and the majors, still
pending. Latest development is the possibility of taking of depositions shortly by
attorneys for both defendants and plaintiffs, though nothing definite has been set.

Gordon
New

Haven,

Buys

Ind. — Roy

Haven
Gordon

of Port

Wayne has purchased the Haven Theatre
from Harry Landy, who has operated the
house for the last year.

All film stars in the picture not working at the time will be present, and several other actors and actresses will attend
the premiere. Officials and directors of
“Young Mr. Lincoln” also are expected to
be present.
The cast of “Young Mr. Lincoln” comprises Henry Fonda, playing the title role,
Marjorie Weaver, Alice Brady, Arleen Whelan, Richard Cromwell, Eddie Collins, Pauline Moore, Eddie Quillan, Donald Meek
and others.
Springfield was selected for the premiere showing of the film on the early
life of Abraham Lincoln through the efforts of A. R. Zimmer, manager of the
local Fox-Lincoln Theatre, and Fred C.
Souttar, Fox-Midwest district official at
St. Louis. The men wrote Sidney Kent,
president of the Fox studios and Darryl
Zanuck, vice-president in charge of productions, about two months ago.
Marian Anderson, famous colored contralto, will sing at the premiere before an
invited audience of governors, university
presidents, historians and other officials.
All arrangements for the first showing
will be taken care of by the studios, and
the premiere, following the true motion
picture tradition of opening nights, will
be resplendent with spotlights and klieg
lights. City officials have promised full
support of the huge civic undertaking.

Aitken Asks Rehearing
OnMilwaukee
"Birth — of
Nation"
i Roy Aitken,

Waukesha,

one of the owners of “The Birth of a Nation,” has asked the motion picture commission here to grant a rehearing on its
decision which prohibited the picture
from continuing its showing at A. J.
Cooper’s Alhambra Theatre here.
Aitken said he believed the commission’s
judgment was hasty, but he refused to indicate whether court action would be
started in the event the commission refused to change its order.
Joseph C. Grieb, manager of the Auditorium here, was given authority last week
to bar motion picture exhibitions considered offensive to racial or religious
groups. Grieb was instructed to preview
all
movies prior to their exhibition in the
building.
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Matis Makes "Hit" With
An "All Pooch" Show
JjVERYONE at the Universal exchange is
waiting patiently for the final push in
the Bill Heineman Drive. The local branch
has been in the lead for some time . . .
W. H. MacNabb is the new manager at the
Ritz Theatre in Tipton, Ind., Mailers Bros.’
house. The former manager, James A. Ackron, has accepted a job with Weir Cove
Enterprises, Inc., Weirton, W. Va. He will
have charge of four theatres.
George Jacoby is coming from Universal's
west coast division to join the sales organization at the local branch. G. C. Craddock, branch manager; Abe Kaufman,
Wilbur Grant and W. H. Sherman, salesmen, returned Friday from the company
convention in Chicago at the Palmer House.
H. Landy, operator of the Haven Theatre, New Haven, has sold out to Charles
Landstoffer . . . J. J. Kebler, operator of
the Star, Uniontown, Ky„ had to cancel
some of his bookings because the theatre
was surrounded by flood waters of the Ohio
River . . . George French, shipper at
Universal, is confined to the Methodist
Hospital, after a severe heart attack.
Four

downtown

theatres,

Apollo, Circle,

Indiana and Loew’s, are participating in
the Will Rogers National Theatre Week.
. . . To celebrate the debut of Hollywood’s
youngest contract player, 11 -month -old
Sandra Henville, in “East Side of Heaven,”
the Indiana Theatre is sponsoring a “Personality Baby Contest.” First prize is $25;
second, $15; third, $10. In addition, there
will be 50 pairs of tickets given for honorable mention.
Louise Rousseau of the RKO Pathe News
production department was a visitor at
the local exchange. Miss Rousseau was
behind schedule, so her visit was brief
. . . Carl Niesse, the loquacious one, is
being questioned about the size of his
parking lot at the Vogue. It seems exhibitors in other sections of the country
are now challenging the remark made by
Walter Winchell some time ago that the
Vogue has the largest free parking lot in
the world.
Ted Nicholas, who has a mania for beautiful plants and a hobby of collecting rare
specimens of flowers, was amazed when
many of his collection disappeared during
the recent rampage of the White River.
Not only did his summer cottage decide to
take a trip downstream, but his rare plants
and shrubs went along.
Perc Gladden, operator of the Roxy,
Bloomington, and the oldest exhibitor in
the state, was along the Row looking hale
and hearty as ever. Perc hasn’t aged a
day in the last ten years and claims to
have the fountain of youth in his backyard which seems a fact, indeed.
Fred Dolle, president of the Fourth Ave.
Amusement Co., Louisville, is planning to
leave for New York the week of May 8
to negotiate for 1939-40 product.
V. J. Shipwright, sales manager for Ray
Bell Films, Inc., of St. Paul, was here
for several days lining up new accounts
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.

.

Harold

V.

Beverly Theatre,
ing a new V-8.

Neese,

manager

Brazil, was in town

of

the

sport-

Joe Schilling of Connersville was in on
his regular Monday visit accompanied by
Mrs. Schilling. Both returned recently from
their midwinter sojourn in Florida.
Perc Barr, manager of the Chicago office of National Screen Service, was here
making arrangements for National Screen’s
new setup of handling distribution of accessories and advertising materials for major exchanges. National Screen will make
its temporary headquarters in the Paramount Bldg., 115 W. Michigan St.
Ralph Abbett of Jam Handy Films of
Detroit spent several days in Indianapolis
on promotional work for the new Jam
Handy all-T echnicolor patriotic short subject, “New England, Yesterday and Today.” The reel has a running time of nine
minutes and is being distributed by Big
Feature Rights Exchanges in Indiana and
Kentucky.
Frank Parrish, a graduate of Butler
University, and appearing this week as

Milwaukee
Wamer-Saxe’s

23 in celebration
Week.

George Mailers, Portland; Trueman Rembusch, Franklin; H. C. Murphy, Columbus;
Joe Schilling, Connersville.
The Hines Theatre at Portland, operated by the Mailers Bros., has been conducting a cooking school in collaboration
with merchants. At the last session over
600 housewives packed the theatre.

$1,500 Fire Damage
St. Louis — The
4247-49 Manchester

Manchester Theatre,
Ave., a unit in the St.

Louis Amusement’s fleet, recently was
damaged about $1,500 when a fire broke
out in a small room in the rear of the
house. Presumably the cause of the blaze
was an electric hot plate used to melt
butter for a popcorn machine. There was
no performance in progress at the time.
The house was open as usual that night.

Assign

Max

contract. His next assignment is “Three
Cheers for the Irish,” with Pat O’Brien.

of "Be Kind

to Animals”

Elkhart, Ind. — Nat Bernstein, operator
of the Homan Theatre, Hammond, Ind.,
and the Times Theatre, Waukegan, 111.,
will operate the State Theatre, which is to
be constructed here.
The house will be started immediately
and

is expected to be opened by September 1. It will seat 650 persons and will be

There

latest modern
are four other

design

and

houses

in Elkhart,

by Indiana-Illinois

equip-

Theatres.

Jail Three lor Fraud
In Bank Night Draw
Janesville,

Wis. — Howard

Johnson,

as-

sistant manager of Saxe’s Jeffris Theatre
here, and Theodore Lesky and Agnes
Gerek, both of Milwaukee, are serving jail
sentences imposed by Municipal Judge
Ernest Agnew for obtaining money by
false pretenses in connection with a $500
Bank Night at the Jeffris.
The major parts of the sentences were
suspended on condition that restitution be
made. Johnson, formerly with WarnerSaxe in Milwaukee, must serve 45 days
and Lesky and Miss Gerek five days each.

Siege of Smallpox Hits
At Mooresville, Ind,
Mooresville, Ind. — This town has been
hit by a siege of smallpox. More than 40
cases have been reported here and in
nearby community.
Harmon Allison, operator of the Ritz,
was ordered by county health officers to
close his theatre until the quarantine has
been lifted.
The
ban order included churches,
recreational centers, dances and civic club
meetings.

MacPhail

Siegel

Hollywood — Max Siegel, associate producer at Warner, has been handed a new

of

made

Bernstein Will Operate
New Elkhart Theatre

all operated

Greensburg; Bob Hudson, Richmond; Harold Neese, Brazil; William
Luckett, Scottsburg; Mrs. Hilda P. Long,
Sheridan; Harry Van Noy, Anderson;

manager

Theatre,

At Manitowoc, the Capitol Theatre presented the dog actor, Ringlo jr., on April

Helen Vinson, film star and wife of the
tennis player, Fred Perry, visited here until

Easley,

Matis,

addition to the dog film, “To the Victor,”
an exhibition of training by Sonia, a Seeing eye dog, under the direction of John E.
Stann, her owner, was part of the show.
Matis also arranged with the Wisconsin
Humane Society to present their John Le
Feber medals to persons who have become
recognized by the society for kind deeds
from the stage of the theatre. Ten such
medals were presented. The show came in
for
good share of publicity as a result of
the atieup.

of the
ment.

Seen along the Row: Dick Vlastos, Fowler; Anthony Bokas, Argos; Nick Paikos,
Tipton; Roy Harrold, Rushville; Walter

John

Milwaukee

a hit with an “All Pooch Movie Show”
April 20 in connection with the observation of “Be Kind to Animals Week.” In

soloist with Abe Lyman’s band at the
Lyric Theatre, was one of the judges for
the Butler University beauty contest and
sang some of his most popular numbers
during the show.

her husband when he appeared in a feature match with Don Budge at the new
Naval Armory.

—

Hollywood — A new

Renewed
acting contract

and

a role in “Babes in Arms” have been
given to Douglas MacPhail, actor-singer,
by Metro.
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Chicago Theatre Lines Up
Imposing Stage Program
TIMMY
Chicago — The Chicago Theatre has an
outstanding array of stage talent set for
the house in the several forthcoming
weeks.

Currently

Clyde

McCoy

and

his or-

chestra is on the stage, with Bette Davis’
current hit, “Dark Victory,” on the screen.
Following McCoy, comes Joe Saunders
and his orchestra,
on the screen. This
weeks. Next, Eddie
band, to be followed
Starting Monday

with “Union Pacific”
will probably go two
Duchin is set with his
by Eleanor Powell.
night, May 15, for a

four-week run, will be “Professor I. Q.”
which broadcast will be given every Monday for the four-week period from the
stage of the Chicago Theatre. It is another of the current cycle of questionand
Q.”
he
for

-answer programs, and “Professor I.
will come here from St. Louis, where
has been clicking at the Fox Theatre
Fanchon and Marco.

" Dodge City " Does Big
Business Outstate
Chicago — Reports from out-state continue to emphasize that one of the best
boxoffice

pictures this season

ner’s “Dodge City.”
Frank Ford operator

of

will be Warthe

Sterling

Theatre, Sterling, played to 5,600 admissions during a three-day run of the picture in a town of 10,000 persons. A. H.
(Les) Hainline set a house record at his
Lamoine Theatre in Macomb with the picture, in a town of 8,000 persons.
The picture did so well locally at the
Chicago Theatre in its two-week run there
that it was moved to a top house, the
Roosevelt for the third week of its loop
run. Indications were it might go a fourth
week there.

has

WINN

as

resigned

district

bers of the Chicago Cubs’ team,
was taking home for his son.

^ manager for Grand National Pictures,
to become branch manager of the Warner
exchange. Winn succeeds Bill Warner,
who has resigned from the Kansas City
Warner post, after having
eral years.
Moe

Wells

has

become

held it for sevUnited
one

Clean

of the best

bands that is giving the song 'plenty of
play is Orrin Tucker and his orchestra, ivho
played it during their run at the Chicago
Theatre.
mourned

the

loss

of

Steve

for United

Sam

Clark

opening

comes

to town

was

in Hew

of “Juarez”

and

York

for the

“Confessions

of

a Nazi Spy.”
Here and away: The Santa Fe Super
Chief passenger list included Gus Edward,
Bill Gilbert, Penny Singleton, Mrs. Mervyn

meeting

Barrymore

is observing

Bill Brumberg, assistant branch manager of the Warner exchange, was the
principal speaker Wednesday night at a

Art-

They certainly
had “atmosphere
weather” for the first week of “Wuthering
Heights” at the United Artists Theatre. It
rained solidly off and on every day, and
finally on the eighth day of the run, the
sun came out.
John

Artists’ office here

Up and Paint Up- Week with redecorating and repainting of the exchange.

LeRoy, Barney Balaban, Stanton Griffis
and Eleanor Powell in the last few days, all
en route from Hollywood . . . John Balaban
went to New York with his brother, Barney,
and was due back the latter part of this
week.

Montgomery, who dropped dead in front
of his offices, the Capitol-Monogram
building. Steve was one of the real pioneers in the industry, having been connected with it for 32 years. He was manager of the local Fox exchange in 1915,
and was later Universal Picture manager
here. He also was salesman
ists for many years.

he

Republic’s “Man of Conquest” will go
into the Roosevelt Theatre either May 26
or June 2.

song -plug gers in town, now that his “I
Forgive But Can’t Forget You” has become more or less of a hit. One of the

Filmrow

which

of the South

Shore

Women’s

Club.

$20,000 for Remodeling
Mondovi, Wis. — The Grand Theatre is
being remodeled at an estimated cost of
$20,000.

$1,500 Fire Loss at Roxie

in his

newest stage effort, “My Dear Children,”
at the Selwyn Theatre, beginning May 8.

Boswell, Ind. — The Roxie Theatre was
damaged to the extent of about $1,500

His

when

wife, Elaine
ter in the play.

Barrie, plays

his daugh-

Evelyn Lang at Warner Bros, exchange,
when she learned that they would have a
double feature — “Women
in the Wind”
“Blackwell’s Island”— for the employes

fire broke out in the attic. The
atre is operated by E. B. Sorensen.

the-

Hollywood
— Paul
Franklin
Scripts
"Coast
Guard" has
signed
lumbia. to script

“Coast

Guard”

been

for Co-

screening one night, said she wouldn’t feel
right if they didn’t give away dishes, too.

Chicago Filmrow Soithall
League Starts May 15

Buys — "Lincoln
Boggs"to
Hollywood
Screen rights

Jules Levy, RKO
general sales manager, here the other day, was proudly displaying a baseball signed by several mem-

Hamilton’s “Abraham Lincoln
been purchased by Republic.

Harry

Boggs”

have

Chicago — The Filmrow Softball League
will get under way Monday night. May 15,
with games scheduled weekly thereafter
every Monday night, beginning at 6:30
o’clock. Teams entered this year in the
league, which will play the games in Grant
Park, are Paramount, Henri Elman, 20th

TRADE

Century-Fox, Film Carriers-Photoplay,
Filmack, and Hotel Crillon.

■■ A

HANDY

DIRECTORY
GUIDE

FOR

THE

EXHIBITOR

t—

CHICAGO

"Movie Tattler" Program
Is Ottered Over WCFL
Chicago — Hal
program

Tate, Chicago

radio com-

mentator, has begun a “Movie Tattler”
over radio station WCFL.
Tate

is heard five times weekly, Monday
through Friday, at 10:30 to 10:45 a. m.
Tate will offer star interviews, last minappearing

ute-cinema news, and reviews of pictures
in first-run theatres.

Partners Remodel

at Percy

Percy, III. — D. S. Cross and Santo Busciglio are remodeling the old Princess
Theatre building and plan to have their
grand opening in about 30 days. The house
will also be known as the Princess Theatre.
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ing holds possibilities of upsetting
dustry that is very complex.

Neely Bill Draws a
from

in-

“Few

people understand what is involved in the distribution of films in order
that the 17,000 theatres of the 48 states
may have shows for the 10,000,000 people
who go to them every day.

Paper's Comment
Milwaukee — Comments
nal on block booking:

an

the Jour-

“The movement to pass the Neely bill
in congress for abolishing block booking
in the motion picture industry has resulted in some good. It has forced producers to grant to exhibitors the privilege
of rejecting a larger percentage of films.
“That should be a gain in the direction
of better films. If an especially bad film
is produced, there is no reason in the
world why the makers should be able to
palm it off on the public through forced
booking. The wide rejection of such a
film by exhibitors would make the producers more careful.
“Also, an extension of the rejection
privilege will enable exhibitors to avoid acceptance of films that offend morals, or
religious feelings, or any of a number of
factors that constitute problems for theaatre owners. Every neighborhood differs
from every other in its opinions about
films, just as two individuals often differ.
“But with this gain made through a new
voluntary code that has been written, it is
doubtful if the Neely bill itself should be
passed. The total abolition of block book-

“When a film is produced, 250 positive
prints, costing $200 each or $50,000 for
the lot, are made. These have to serve the
theatres by a schedule prepared weeks in
advance. To make this schedule work with
precision, there are 431 film exchanges in
31 key cities. Over 12,000 experienced
workers are engaged in this distribution.
“Also, it is understandable that the bulk
of the bookings have to be by prearrangement. It is not possible for the exhibitor to
go to the exchange and select a film, as he
would buy a suit of clothes, every time he
wants a change of program.
“All this involves presale to a large extent, and that is what block booking is in
essence. That it has been abused to market some third and fourth rate films is
unquestioned. But the block booking plan
itself, if good faith is maintained,
ably the best possible.
“With

is prob-

exhibitors having a larger percentage of rejections, they can quickly

checkmate any tendency to put in the potboilers. Fine. But for the government to
step in and completely unsettle so far
flung a system would probably be to lower
the standard of pictures rather than

Convention
on

the Univer-

Foreign Manager J. H. Seidelman commented that despite the fact that the disappearance of territories as possibilities
for American films, such as Germany,
Czechoslovakia and others, during the past
year, to the extent

of a 7 per cent shrink-

age, Universal’s foreign gross is up about
20 per cent. Universal will continue after
the foreign market, especially South America now, and that it will maintain its
policy of promoting men in the domestic
sales department to foreign
ings whenever they occur.

Seidelman,

just back

a few

office

open-

months

make in England.
of those pictures.

“The

Mikado,”

President Nate Blumberg emphasized to
the men the close harmony between the
production and distribution departments,
and made clear that “there will be no
politics in the operation of Universal so
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Notes

long as I am

with

it.”

Both Blumberg and W. J. Heineman,
western division sales manager, told the
salesmen that Universal’s 1939-40 product
will contain many pictures that have been
produced as the result of suggestions by
exhibitors to the sales staff.

Emphasizing that the “director is the
‘guts’ of any picture,” Blumberg told the
convention that more and more Universal
is going to have top-flight directors take
complete production charge of the pictures
they are directing, so as to have closer
cooperation between the studio and the
director.

It was

brought

out

that

dickering with a dozen
stars for picture deals.

or

the
so

studio

is

top-flight

Ernest

ley will announce his decision
tions for rehearing of the

F. Oak-

on the moouster suit

against John P. Nick, vice-president of
the IATSE, and Clyde A. Weston, business
agent of Local No. 143, on Monday, May 1.
This was announced Wednesday afternoon.
Judge

Oakley took the motion under advisement the afternoon of Monday, April
24, without listening to arguments of
counsel. Neither Paul Dillon nor Sigmund
Bass, counsel for Nick and Weston, were
in court when the court took the motion
under

advisement, after calling for arguments. Dillon arrived in court shortly afterwards.
Munro Roberts, attorney for sixty-three
interveners in the suit, wanted to argue
his motion

to set aside Judge Oakley’s appointment of a receiver for Local No. 143,
but the court announced that both motions would be received without argument,
and that a ruling would be made the
afternoon of April 26. The later hearing
date was then decided upon.

A preliminary report by Receiver James
A. McKeown stated that Local No. 143 had

Bert Day Resumes Sales
Post With Monogram
St. Louis — Bert Day, manager

of Grand

National’s local office, has resigned from
that post to rejoin the local Monogram
sales force under Manager Robert Taylor.
He was with Monogram some months ago
but resigned to assume the position of
manager of the Grand National office in
Omaha, Neb. Then when Tommy Tobin
resigned to become manager in East St.
Louis for the Frisina Amusement Co., he
was brought to St. Louis to take over
Tobin’s job at the local exchange. His
successor at Grand National has not been
announced.
Taylor plans to attend the Monogram
national convention in Chicago, May 4,
5 and

6.

Build at Barry

is one

American exhibitors have no kick coming on taxes, Seidelman said. In France,
Mr. Exhibitor pays 38 per cent tax to the
government. And the government has its
checker right in the boxoffice alongside
the cashier.

St. Louis — Circuit Judge

on deposit in three banks and securities with a face value of $52,600. Frank
P. Aschemeyer, attorney for the receiver,
was instructed to make a detailed report
of the present value of the securities, which
include government bonds.

ago

from a trip to all of the company’s offices
in Europe and South America, said that
Universal has first call on all pictures, its
associate company, General Films, will

Rehearing Motion

$52,268

raise it.”

Chicago — Afterthoughts
sal regional convention:

A Ruling Mag 1 on

J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of Universal’s board, sent one of his infrequent
telegrams, telling of the outstanding product forthcoming.

The product announcement, which the
men received encased in a leather portfolio, was just 11 days in the making from
“ideas to the finished job.” It was put
together by Lou Pollack, eastern ad head,
under the supervision of John Joseph, advertising, publicity and exploitation director. Pollack used 32 artists in getting the
book out. It is bound with plastic binding.

Barry, III. — Construction has been
started on the new 500-seat theatre being
erected here by Russell Armentrout, who
also operates the 300-seat Star Theatre.
The new house will be known as the Clark
Theatre. Local labor is being used.

New

Sound

at Pittsfield

Pittsfield, III. — The Clark Theatre has
installed new sound equipment purchased
through the Exhibitors Supply Co. Russell
Armentrout is the owner.
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A Small Town

Exhibitor

" Union Pacific" Preceded
By Big Bally Campaign

Proves Selling Ability
Sycamore, III.— Evidence of what can
be done in the way of promotion and
exploitation of pictures in a town of 4,000
persons has been illustrated by Stuart
Tomber, manager of the Fargo Theatre
here.

Chicago — Before Cecil B. DeMille’s
“Union Pacific,” one of Paramount’s big
pictures of the season, goes into the Chicago Theatre for its run next Friday, May
5, the film will have had one of the biggest
exploitation campaigns the city has seen
in months.

Tomber came here last November from
the B&K Variety Theatre, Evanston, 111., to
take charge of the 600-seat house. Since
coming here he has sold several cooperative pages in the Sycamore Tribune to the
merchants of the city, has run benefit
shows

Leading the ballyhoo, of course, was the
luncheon for Cecil B. DeMille held today
(April 29) at the Blackstone Hotel, for
which club women and civic leaders turned
out.

for the city’s charities, etc.

His latest effort is “Go to the Movies
Week.” The featured picture was Universal’s “Spirit of Culver.” Tomber had the
Tribune run stories and pictures on practically every page and promoted paid endorsements on the Fargo Theatre from the
women’s clubs, the Chamber
and the American Legion.

of Commerce

To bolster up week night business, Tomber even originated his own giveaway
plan, calls it “Lucky Seat.” One night during the week, he offers $20 in cash prizes
to patrons who are sitting in the seats
whose number is called from the stage.
The numbers of the seats are deposited in
a hopper. The lucky seat numbers are
pulled out by a child on the stage.

Colvin Leads Delegation
Of Barkers to Detroit
St. Louis — Ray Colvin, head of the Exhibitors Supply Co., past chief barker of
the St. Louis Variety Club and one of the
two

local delegates to the national convention of Variety at Detroit, departed for
the Motor City April 25.
He left here in advance of the balance
of the local delegation to the big meeting

so that

he could participate in the conference of national officers.
Johnny Walsh of Progressive Pictures is
the other delegate from the local tent.
Other members of Tent No. 4 who plan
to head for Detroit are Lou Ansell, Joe

Ansell, Fred Wehrenberg, Clarence Kaimann, Joe Schulter, Tommy Williamson,
Tony Matrici and Barney Rosenthal.
On the morning of Thursday, April 27,
eighteen members of the Dallas Tent arrived in St. Louis en route to the Detroit
gathering. While here they were the guests
of Tent No. 4.

Holdup

Nets $450

Shelbyville, Ind. — Two
young welldressed gunmen held up the Ritz Theatre
here, operated by Nate Kaufman and Max
Stahl, and escaped with approximately
$450. The holdup was staged after the
evening’s receipts had been checked in late
Saturday, April 22, and after the bandits
had spent the evening in the theatre as
patrons.

Another

in Indiana

Greensburg, Ind. — Inadvertently omitted
from the survey of theatre construction
recently published by Boxoffice was the
500-seater being built here by W.
ley. Opening is planned in July.
BOXOFFICE
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F. Eas-

On

display

over the weekend

was

to

be the original “old fifty-eight,” the 70year-old wood-burning locomotive, which
was used in the production of the picture.
Also on display with the old-timer at the
Northwestern Station was the first coach
ever built in the United States, together
with the Union Pacific’s latest streamliner,
capable of doing 125 miles an hour, pulling 12 standard sleeping cars.

Star-Shooting —
Billy Balaban,

son

of B&K

Theatres,

picture

of

“Blondie”

of John
is shown

Penny

Balaban,
taking

Singleton,

of Columbia’s

a

the

series on the

famous cartoon character , at Chicago’s
Dearborn Station, en route to New
York.

With
appear

the

train

were

in the picture:

four

starlets

Judith

who

Allen, Julia

Faye, Evelyn Lucky and June D’Arcy.
In addition, 150,000 window cards

on

the picture’s run are being used in all
Pennzoil service stations, Northwestern
and

Illinois Central

stations

in the

Chi-

cago area. All theatres in the B&K circuit ran trailers on the picture. Special
newspaper art was used, including a fullpage color layout in the Chicago Tribune,
plus a page layout in the Daily News.

Kerant of at
preside
OTES,
KERAS
St.
QUS
a patient
s, was
Theatre
sotes
John’s Hospital as a result of an appendicitis attack.
The

Pantheon Theatre is being air-conditioned by the York Ice Machinery Corp.,

of which Schmidt
resentatives.

Bros, are the local rep-

The microphone used with the amplifying system during the weekly stage shows
at the Orpheum Theatre has been fixed so
that it can be raised or lowered through
a hole in the stage as needed during a
program.
The second Spry cooking school session
at the Orpheum Theatre was attended by
1.300 women last Monday. The women were
required to purchase a regular matinee
ticket and remained for the afternoon

The $10,000 replica of the old woodburning locomotive and train was on display inwindow.
Mandel
son

Brothers’

State

and

Madi-

O'Brien Completes Several
New Sound Installations
St. Louis — Jack O’Brien, RCA
sales
manager in St. Louis, has made several installations recently of new equipment in
this territory.
New

installations

have

been

Bremen, Janet, O’Fallon and
tres, all in St. Louis, owned
mann Bros.
George Kerasotes equipped
opened Varsity, Peoria, with

made

in the

Baden theaby the Kaithe newlynew sound

equipment, and completed similar installation in the Lawford, Ravana, 111.

program.

New RCA equipment goes into the Mars
Theatre, Martinsville, 111., which Nate

Verdie Kinner of Kerasotes Bros.’ Havana Theatre at Havana, ran into a ditch
and damaged his car during a rainstorm
while en route to Peoria to attend a party

Fitzjarrald has opened, and into the theatre which Toney Serra is opening in Edwardsville.

celebrating the opening of the new Varsity Theatre there. P. S.: He bought a
new car.

Fred Slenker Takes Over
Royal at New

Boston

New Boston, III.— Fred O. Slenker of
Rock Island, who operates several western
Illinois houses, has purchased the Royal
Theatre from Mrs. Banna Mae Ohlwein.
The name has been changed to the New
Boston Theatre, and Mrs. Ohlwein and
Arnold Willits will remain with Mr. Slenker
to assist in operating the house.

Construction on Herrin
Theatre Progressing
Herrin,

III. —

Work

is

progressing

nicely on John Marlow’s new Hippodrome
Theatre which will replace the house destroyed by fire some months ago. The
work is being done with local labor and
the house will open in about six weeks.
Plans for the theatre were prepared by
O. W. Stiegemeyer, St. Louis, and call for
a two-story structure to seat about 1,200.
With equipment, the new house will cost
upwards of $100,000.
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Esquire in Chicago to
Feature News Casts
LOUIS ANSELL, chief barker of the St.
Louis Variety Club, obtained some very
favorable publicity for the motion picture
industry in this port the other day when
he was

photographed by the daily newspapers as he presented checks for German

refugee children to Rev. William H. Huelsmann and Rabbi Ferdinand Isserman. Two
thousand dollars was netted for this worthy
charity by the recent benefit shows at
Fanchon & Marco’s Fox Theatre and the
Coronado Hotel with Paul Whiteman and
his orchestra as the principal attraction.
Father Huelsmann obtained the share of
the funds for the committee for Catholic
refugees from Germany, Rabbi Isserman
represented the American Jewish joint distribution committee, while Rev. C. Oscar
Johnson, chaplain of the Variety Club, will
transmit the funds to take care of the
Protestant refugee children.
On

May 5 Benny Goodman and his orchestra will o-pen an engagement at Fanchon & Marco’s 5,000-seat Fox Theatre.
This booking is in keeping with the policy
of the management of the Fox to present
only outstanding stage attractions. Recently Al Pearce and His New Radio Gang
played to fine business at the Fox although
they fell about $5,000 behind the all-time
record they set for the theatre in their first
appearance there last year.
Reno Bianchi of Charleston, 111., and
Mrs. George Karsch of Farmington, Mo.,
were among the out-of-town exhibitors
seen along the Row early this week.
Clarence Groedecke of Webster Groves,
former exhibitor, is said to contemplate the
opening of a restaurant and tavern in the
vicinity of Filmrow in the near future.
The remodeling of George Pliakos’ Lincoln Theatre here is about completed.
C. D. Hill, manager, will head the local
Columbia Pictures delegation to the annual
sales convention to be held in Chicago
May 14, 15 and 16. Others will be Art La
Plante, Jimmy Bradford and Elmer Ferris.
Barney Rosenthal of Republic Pictures
bounced in and out of town on April 26.
Back from a sales trip that morning he
later went to Springfield, 111. He planned
to be back in time to join the St. Louis
delegation to the Variety Club national
convention in Detroit.
Paul Brands is remodeling
Grand Theatre in Mascoutah,
open it at an early date.

the 600-seaf
III., and will

C. D. Hill, manager of Columbia Pictures, went to Columbia, Mo., on business
April 25.
Joe Hewitt of Robinson, III., plans to rebuild his 500-seat Strand Theatre which
was destroyed by fire recently. Lost in the
fire was a very fine collection of early
editions of leading motion picture trade
publications. Some of the numbers were of
pioneer papers no longer published. He also
owns and operates the 720-seat Lincoln.
H. Wylie, formerly with the United Artists sales organization in Milwaukee, Wis.,
was recently transferred to the St. Louis
office.

^*HE

Chicago — Harry and Elmer Balaban’s
Esquire Theatre, first in many innovations already since it was opened a year
ago February, is to be first in another
exploitation stunt expected to go into effect this week.
A tieup has been made with WBBM,
Columbia Broadcasting Chicago outlet,
whereby three-minute newsflashes direct
from the radio station’s news studio will
be announced over the theatre’s p. a. system. Each three-minute newscast will be
used to conclude the Esquire Hour. First
trials will be held at the two nightly shows,
after which it will be extended to the
afternoon programs if it proves
ficient interest to the patrons.

Little Theatre here is now operating only Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, while the Alhambra Theatre has
shifted to subsequent run films.
Jim Stuart, most sought after male
model in New York, stopped off here last
week en route to Hollywood to visit his
sister, Mrs. George Graebner.
The common council judiciary committee has returned the Kalupa ordinance,
providing for illuminated clocks in all
theatres, to the council without recommendation.
Fox’s Miller Theatre last week featured
Myron
Hallenbeck, mentalist, as an added
attraction.

of suf-

A direct wire from the station to the
theatre has been set up. Plans call for
closing curtains of the theatre stage while
the newscast is being given. John Harrington and Tod Hunter, WBBM
news
commentators, will alternate giving the
news casts to the theatre.

Latest local nightery to adopt
time movie” fad is the Cape Cod

Erwin Koenigsreiter, who has managed
a number of local houses at various times,
has been granted the lease on the new
650 -seat theatre in Greendale, federal
housing project just west of Milwaukee.
Opening of the house is slated for April 29.
Kurt Rex of Reeseville has announced
the showing of motion pictures in the
Woodman Hall in Juneau.

Three Chicago Warner
Managers Win Prizes
Chicago — Three Chicago Warner theatre managers won prizes in the recent exploitation contest on “Submarine Patrol.”
Winner of a $100 check was Ben Cohn,
manager of the Frolic Theatre. Two managers copped $50 each: Al Blasko, Symphony Theatre, and Marlowe Conner,
Rhodes.

Work is progressing on the new house
being erected at Oshkosh by the K. & n.
Amusement Co.
Mickey Rooney, film star, has been made
an honorary member of the Junior Chamber of Commerce at Appleton, and has
been invited to be guest of honor at the
Fourth of July celebration in that city.
The Bay Theatre at Green Bay was
richer by a false tooth last week found in

Closes Seat Sales
St. Louis — Recent sales concluded by the
Exhibitors Supply Co. of St. Louis, headed
by Ray Colvin, included 500 new chairs
to Sam Komm
for his Miners Theatre in
Collinsville, 111., and 600 chairs to V.
Merritt of Taylorville, 111., and Tony Serra
of Springfield for the new Lux Theatre,
Edwardsville, 111., which will open about
May 1.

one

of the house’s

On Being Honest

ventilators.

John Boles, during his appearance at
the Riverside Theatre here last week, held
a reunion with Mrs. Jack Keegan, wife of
the general manager of Warner’s Wisconsin theatres. More than a decade ago both
Mrs. Keegan and Mr. Boles were students
at the Dallas Academy of Music in Texas,
where their chief instructor was Henri La
Ponte,

Springfield, III. — That honesty
always beget honesty is illustrated

the “old
Inn.

Mrs.

Keegan’s

step-father.

John Barrymores Appear
In St, Louis Benefit
doesn’t
by this

Senate Theatre yarn. An unidentified patron emerging from the theatre asked Miss
Mignon Cook, cashier, to give her change
for a ten dollar bill. The bill dropped
inside the cashier’s cage and when Miss
Cook stooped to pick it up she found a
five dollar bill also. She insisted it, too,
belonged to the customer, who in turn
said that it was not her money. So the $5
went into the cashier’s till. A check of
receipts showed the theatre $5 ahead at
the end of the day. A newspaper story
the next

day expressed the theatre’s willingness to return the money to its owner
if claimed.
Later in the day three people came to
the theatre to claim the money, but none
of them could establish that it belonged
to them.

St. Louts — Back

on

the

stage

after

a

15 years’ absence, John Barrymore opened an engagement at the American Theatre here on the night of April 24. The
vehicle was “My Dear Children.” His
wife, Elaine Barrie, who Thursday announced they would divorce, was in a supporting role.
Funds derived from benefit motion picture shows sponsored by the Normandy
Kiwanis Club at the Studio and Normandy
theatres in that suburb the nights of April
27 and
principal

28 will be

for the

under-

privileged children’s work which
charity work of the club.

used

is the

Hollywood
— Warnerto has
assigned
Assigned
"Girls"
cent Sherman to script
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Simultaneous
"Union

Run for

Pacific" Set

Omaha — The Tri-States’ Paramount Theatre, unshuttered for the world premiere
“Union Pacific,” will show the picture for a week along with the Omaha,
site of the premiere.

A Special Election
On Duals Possible

Building Undeterred

Lincoln — Now that the attempt to force
a city ordinance against dual features has
seemingly been stymied, showman say an

Minneapolis — Despite all the depression
talk and the complaints that business is
below par and many houses are operating

attempt will be made
tion on the matter.

in the red, there’s plenty of theatre building activity in and around the Twin Cities

Bg Business Wail

of

The Paramount and Orpheum were used
for Union Pacific railroad old timers and
employes Friday night with the Orpheum
staging a midnight premiere with the
stars appearing
lic demands.

to accommodate

the pub-

With the Paramount and Omaha showing the film there will be over 5,000 seats
available for five shows daily. As a result a holdover may not result, although
early demands indicated the picture may
have more than two weeks at the Omaha.
The Orpheum, following Friday night’s
premiere, went back to its regular bills.

Both Bob Livingston, Capitol, and Howard Federer, Nebraska Theatres, Inc. (four
theatres) , have been huddling with Max
G. Towle, the county attorney, who says
it can be put on a special election ballot.
Towle was the legal adviser of the two
when they brought the proposed ordinance
to the city council, which was ruled against
by the city attorney as not within the
regulatory scope of the council.
Attempt to rid the town of duals is opposed by the Lincoln Theatres Corp., a
J. H. Cooper Enterprises (three theatres),
which are in a very strongly bought position.

Sixty- Year-Old Lamp
Adds Authentic Touch
Omaha — When Eddie Forester, Omaha
Theatre manager, set out to get props for
the transformation of the house to the
1869 style for the world premiere of “Union
Pacific,” he wanted it to be authentic.
As a result a lamp, which hangs in the
lobby, is more than 60 years old, was
used at the time the railroad was being
built. The wick was taken out and electric light put in. That is the only modern touch.
All lamps in the lobby
tique shops.

to get a special elec-

came

from

an-

Many Film Critics Attend
Premiere in Omaha
Omaha — Newspaper film critics from
both coasts and throughout the middlewest were in Omaha last week for the
world premiere of “Union Pacific.”
Lucius Beebe, New York Herald-Tribune, who made the trip from California
with Producer Cecil B. DeMille, headed the
list.

200 Theatre Patrons Exit
Calmly

During a Fire

Minneapolis- — About 200 persons in the
Minnesota Amusement Uptown Theatre,
largest local neighborhood showhouse,
walked calmly to the exits when fire broke
out and smoke began to fill the building.
There

was

no hysteria or anything approaching a panic.
The fire started back stage, apparently
in scenery piled about. Flames that shot
upward were centered in the roof at the
rear of the building.

and there’d be even more if showhouse
permits could be obtained.
On May 10, Harold Field and Harold
Kaplan will open their new $150,000 St.
Louis Park suburban theatre, a 1,000seater that is one of the most beautiful
showhouses in the Northwest.
George Granstrom, owner of the Grandview, St. Paul, also is building a beautiful new $125,000 showhouse in his home
town. In West St. Paul the Franklin
Amusement Co. of this city recently opened a new $150,000 theatre.
Several more theatre permits have been
applied for both in Minneapolis and St.
Paul, but a fight has been launched
against their issuance on the grounds that
the cities already are overseated and many
houses are losing money.

Omaha
Complete

Theatre

Given

Overhauling

Omaha — The Omaha Theatre was given
a complete overhauling last week.
Outside walls were washed down, the
interior redecorated and the floors recarpeted. New seats were installed in the
mezzanine and new bottoms in the main
floor seats.

The

flames were confined to the ventilator shaft at the rear of the theatre.
Firemen and patrolmen held a huge crowd
back from the street in front of the showhouse.

Sound equipment in all three Tri-States
theatre houses, Omaha, Paramount and
Orpheum, was reconditioned.
Omaha Manager Eddie Forester reported work at the Omaha had been contemplated for some time.

Other scribes here for the event were
Merle Potter, Minneapolis Journal; Ed
Sullivan, Chicago Tribune; Landon Laird,
Jack Moffitt, Kansas City Star; Lowell
Lawrance, Kansas City Journal; Harold
Hunt, Portland Oregonian; Ken Clayton,
Des Moines Register-Tribune; Vernon
Pope, Look; John Charmichel, Chicago
Daily News; Herb Graffis, Chicago Times;
Dorothy Day, Chicago Herald and Examiner; Tom King and Edith Mann, Salt
Lake Tribune and Mike Cowles and John
Cowles, publishers of Look, Des Moines.

World-Herald Prints Special
Edition for Celebration
Omaha — Special editions for the fourday celebration of the “Union Pacific”
world premiere jumped the Omaha WorldHerald circulation.
A special Sunday edition, in advance
of the celebration, jumped circulation 20,000 and ran over 200,000 all during the
week.
The

premiere

souvenir

day of 100 pages was
the paper reported.
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In Behalf of Showmanship —
E. C. Rhoden addresses his group in connection with National Theatres’
Spyros Skouras Showmanship Campaign. At the dais. Milton Hossfeld and
Edward Zabel, New York executives; Rhoden, Andrew Krappman, assistant
to Charles Skouras, and Arch Bowles, field marshal in the campaign.
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New Product Sales
"Exceptional"
Minneapolis — Film

exchange

heads

here

report “exceptionally good” new-season
product sales. All claim to be ahead of
the corresponding period a year ago.
Selling for most companies only recently started. Thus far only out-side accounts have been contacted. Nevertheless,
many Twin City independents of their
own volition have been negotiating deals,
branch managers say.
M-G-M, with its four percentage pictures, has not encountered any opposition
so far, it’s declared, and deals have been
“pouring in” the past several weeks.
Paramount business is running well
ahead of last year, according to Ben
Blotcky. Many sales also are reported by
Joe Podoloff, 20th-Fox branch manager.
Universal started new-season selling immediately after its staff returned from the
Chicago convention. Much encouragement
is found by C. K. Olson, Warner exchange
manager, in the way that exhibitors are
signing contracts for new-season product.
L. E. Goldhammer, RKO branch manager,
also says sales have been above par.

A New

Question

Contest

Called
"Kwizz andTime
"
Omaha — Question
answer

contests,
popular for many months over the radio,
are now available for theatres under a
recently introduced entertainment known

as “Kwizz Time.”
Folders are distributed to each patron
upon entering the theatre. The folder
carries numerous statements, which make
up the

Republic Conventioneers —
At the Chicago regional meeting. TOP: The Kansas City crew, Clyde M.
Parkhurst; Johnny Scott; Robert M. Withers, franchise owner, and Charlie
Riley. CENTER: Omaha and Des Moines, Burt Thomas and C. A. Pratt,
Des Moines; E. J. Tilton, franchise owner for the two keys; Harry Lefholtz,
Jack McBride and Carl Reese, Omaha. BOTTOM : From Minneapolis, Abbott Swartz; George Fosdick; Gilbert Nathanson, franchise owner; Ben
Meshbesher.

replacing Ted Siler as manager of the
Booth, Independence, Kas., on May 1.
Siler is being transferred.
W. G. McKinney, former Topeka, Kas.,
exhibitor, who has been managing the
Dickinson at Lawrence, has been made
supervisor of the Varsity and Dickinson
there.

Griffith-Dickinson
Shifts Continue
Kansas

City — Griffith-Dickinson

Thea-

tres, Inc., has named Irwin Tucker, formerly in Oklahoma, manager of the Dickinson at Fayette, Mo. He succeeds Ken
Baird, who goes to Herington, Kas., as
manager of the Dickinson there. Ray
Helson, formerly manager at Herington,
has resigned.
Charles Hoge, who has been doing special comptroller work in the home office
the past several months, is now manager
of the Dickinson at Olathe, Kas., his home
town. Bob Parker, at Olathe two years,
is being transferred.
Lee Chatham, formerly at Norman,
Okla., for Griffith Amusement Corp., is

84

Griffith-Dickinson is giving the Uptown,
Parsons, Kas., a thorough remodeling. A
new cooling system, sound, screen, etc.,
are being installed. When finished, the
Uptown will reopen and the Dickinson
there will be closed for remodeling.

contest. Patrons pull a seal answering “true or false” to each one. They
do not leave their seats.
It is an individual, personal and confidential contest among all.
Whenever a
contestant answers the

question wrong his card will show a “stop”
indicating the mistake.
“Kwizz Time” is being distributed by
Consolidated Sales Corp., Omaha.

No Lethargy

Fargo, N. D. — Stepin Fetchit, well known
“lazybones” Negro of the films, playing a
three-day vaudeville engagement here, was
found

guilty of disorderly conduct in municipal court after being arrested early
Tuesday morning in front of a residence
where, police testified, he was creating a
one-man riot. He said he was trying to
gain entrance to the house, claiming he
had

lost $100 there and also had not recovered his overcoat and phonograph. He

spent

With Beverly Miller
Kansas City — J. Erwin Dodson, familiar
Filmrow figure and long identified with
various phases of the industry here, has
gone with Beverly Miller, distributor of
Book Treasures, to work on merchant accounts.

Here

the balance

of the night

was

fined $100 and

day

sentence.

Sullivan

there.

He

given a suspended

60-

Adds

Sunflower

Wichita, Kas. — O. F. Sullivan, who
operates the Civic here, has taken over the
Sunflower at Florence, Kas.
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worry.last few
Walter

joined in the festivities
J^LL PILMROW
for the world premiere of “Union Pacific” by shutting down to let employes
watch the big Friday morning parade.
Many of the gals donned crinoline dresses
and joined the throngs.
Helen

Baum, M-G-M bookkeeper is vacationing in sunny California away from
all the Omaha hustle. When she returns
Mary Lyon, M-G-M
staff, will hike for
visits in Fort Dodge, Webster City and
other Iowa points.
Dolores Andersen, daughter of Mrs.
Lola Andersen, Warner Bros, inspectress,
a capable baton twirler, led the Tech High
band in the big parade. Dolores has quite
a reputation in musical circles.
A

packed

house

watched

the screening

of ‘‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” Monday.
Exhibitors and a lot of Filmrow were on
hand to see the picture. It will be a big
release here.
The

Universal staff returned from Chicago but minus any stories for the Boxoffice correspondent. Chief business reported was that the major league ball
games were all rained out.
“Union Pacific” is getting a fast booking at Paramount. Nebraska arid southwest Iowa exhibitors are getting on the
premiere band wagon. The advance publicity on the four-day celebration for the
premiere has been terrific.
Ras

Andersen,

Warner

Bros.,

is back

publicity

weeks

Bradfield
department,

he hasn’t

of

the

has

been

J. N. Barney, Wolbach, Neb., exhibitor
made his semi-annual visit to Filmrow
last week. Other exhibitors included: H. H.
Thomas, De Luxe, Kingsley, la.; George
Hall, Rosebowl, Franklin, Neb.; H. O. Peterson, Genoa, Neb.; A. L. LaFrentz, Star,
Ute, la.; R. E. Brown, Harlan, Harlan,
la.; C. J. Ernst, Harris, Avoca, la.
Wade Knapp, Brandeis Theatre doorman, looked the part in his old time costume. His whiskers had even made considerable headway . . . Lou Kozal, TriStates ad artist, has promised to retain
his mustache after this week. He will
trim it, however.
The

Omaha

Theatre

booked

“Wuther-

Either a new carpet
solid floor has been
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Slothower
Sandra

Plans to Open

About

June 15

in Omaha

tion’s listeners dope fresh from the Paramount lots last week when he airmailed
back interviews with studio officials. May
made the trip to California to return with
the special train coming to premiere.
or a return to the
promised for Ted

Emerson’s office in the Omaha Theatre.
He figures he can’t lose with either.

Wichita, Kas. — T. H. Slothower plans
to open his new $38,000 Sandra Theatre
in downtown Wichita about June 15. The
modernistic new theatre seats 700, will play
second run. Slothower operates the State
and Southern also in Wichita.
Another new house for Wichita, the one
being constructed by Harold Gibbons at
607 East Douglas, will be ready about May
15. It is not yet named. Costing about
$40,000, the new Gibbons
seat slightly over 600.

Theatre

will

is

WHO

the SMARTEST O
MAN IN TOWN !

Mr, Exhibitor ,
You Will Be
When You Book

K

TRADEMARK
COPYRIGHTED

For Conducting

REGISTERED
’39 — PAT. PEND.

A NEW
NOVEL AND
ORIGINAL PLAN
True and False Intelligence Tests

A RIOT OF FUN
AN AVALANCHE OF LAUGHS
Individual - Personal - Confidential Entertainment
For the Whole Family
It's Easy — It's Diiierent — It's Profitable
A STREAMLINED
THAT IS AS NEW

I. Q. CONTEST
AS TOMORROW

BOOK

ing Heights” in ahead of the premiere
after first listing “Pygmalion.” The George
Bernard Shaw film will come later to
avoid the premiere excitement. There has
been a lot of clamor for the picture here.
Ted Emerson, Tri-States publicity maestro, finally admitted Monday that the premiere and four-day celebration was bigger than he had figured. There was consolation for his many weeks of early

Paramount

for the past two weeks working on “Union
Pacific” publicity . . . Foster May, WOW
special events announcer, gave the sta-

on the job after being layed up due to illness ... A. Mendenhall, Paramount manager, and W. A. Overturf, were Harlan, la.,
visitors last week.
Ben Kalmenson, New York, western and
southern sales manager, and Rud Lohrenz, district manager from Kansas City,
visited the Warner Bros, offices last week
. . . Warner Bros, employes will have a
party soon. It was previously scheduled for
Friday, but postponed due to the big rush
in the city.

had
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SALES CORPORATION
OMAHA,

NEBR.

85

Cash Giveaways at Beer
Joints a New Menace

Social Center Applies for
Regular Film Permit

Minneapolis — "Bank Nights” at the theatres here are encountering opposition from
3.2 beer parlors and night clubs that are
putting on a combination cash giveaway

Minneapolis — First instance of a social
center applying for a regular film permit
to enable it to show pictures for commercial purposes in the auditorium of its
building occurred here this week when the
Phyllis Wheatly Settlement House filed its

called Clover Leaf Club. There’s a big
jackpot and cn Monday nights the drinkeries are filled with hopeful participants.
It is hurting business at the theatres.

application.
Development was regarded with considerable concern by some of the independent
exhibitors, but President W. A. Steffes of

Royal Reception
Also Hurts

Northwest

Minneapolis — There was a new kind of
opposition for local theatres last Saturday night when a reception at the municipal auditorium for the visiting Crown
Prince and Crown Princess of Denmark
drew a huge throng.
Admission to the affair was 50 cents a
ticket. There also was music and other
entertainment.

Secretly Made Films Show
Tavern Law Infractions
Minneapolis — Motion pictures showing
gambling and liquor law infractions in
local night clubs, unlicensed clubs and
taverns generally have been shown to the
grand jury and now are being exhibited
around the town.
Dr. C. M. Roan, a mayoralty candidate,
employed seven operatives to shoot the
pictures. They visited the clubs and took
the pictures with cameras concealed behind
their coats. In so doing, Dr. Roan claims,
the operatives risked their lives.
As a result of the hot political campaign
the lid is on here and niteries, etc., are
toeing the mark.
The night clubs are helped by a law
just passed by the legislature extending
closing hours week-days
Sundays to 2 a. m.

to 1 a. m.

“Inasmuch
any member

Calls
Answer
ing Six"Date"
Omaha —
hundred thirty-eight
Omahans

called Tri-States

theatre

asking for "dates” with Betty
Judith Barrett while they were

offices

Grable or
in Omaha

for the world premiere of “Union Pacific,”
Evert Cummings, district manager reported.
"They

didn’t ask for Barbara Stanwyck,” Cummings said, “because they
think Robert Taylor is coming too.”
Cummings stock reply was “no dates for
the stars.”
There were no feminine calls, however,
wanting a date with Joel McCrea.

Doing Their Part —
This shows

Ted

Mendenhall,

Kansas City — Jim Lewis of RKO, president of the Variety Club Bowling League,
announces the annual bowling dinner at
Variety Club May 8, a week following the
close of the season. Prizes will be distributed and bowlers will exchange alibis
for low

scores — or explain

the "big ones.”
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how

they

left, and

Ike Ruben,

right, in their recently

ac-

quired whiskers for the “Union Pacific”
premiere in Omaha. Mendenhall is
Paramount
and

a

Ruben
Omaha.

branch

former
is

manager

Des

Moines

Paramount

in Omaha
boy.

salesman

shot

been

at loggerheads with the body because it had done nothing to stop Bennie

Berger

from buying “runs” of M-G-M pictures at the latter’s opposition house and
showing them ahead of competing independent theatres at a lower admission
scale.

Ike
in

Answers

St, Paul Clergy

Attack Upon

Bid Trade Leaders
Aid Convention
Kuykendall,

president

of MPTOA, and approximately 100 others, many of them non-members of the
organization, representing every state in
the union, have been named members of
the

transportation committee of the national Allied States’ convention to be held
here June 13-15. President W. A. Steffes
of Northwest Allied announced the appointments this week.

Steffes hopes that Kuykendall, not
affiliated with Northwest Allied, but prominent in the film industry, will attend the
national Allied convention for the open
sessions during which problems of the
business will be threshed out, he says.
It will devolve upon transportation committee members to help stimulate attendance and to supply information relative
to train schedules, etc.
Steffes this week also sent a request to
Paramount to change the date of its sales

Variety Bowling Dinner
Announced for May 8

as Northwest Allied hasn’t
in this section of the city

effort to stop the permit,” Steffes said.
The settlement house is located near the
Homewood Theatre, owned and operated
by Sol Lebedoff who, apparently, is no
longer a Northwest Allied member. He has

and

Kept Busy

will not fight

who would be hurt, we’re not especially
interested and probably will not make any

Minneapolis — Ed

Tri-State Phone

Allied “probably”

the permit. The organization isn’t especially interested in this particular case,
except that it might create a precedent,
according to Steffes.

convention from June 12-14 to a later or
earlier date so as not to conflict with the
Allied States gathering here.

Pictures

St. Paul — This town has been stirred
up by attacks by ministers and educators
against gangster and crime pictures which
are accused of being responsible for much
juvenile delinquency. Pictures in which
the “Dead End” kids have appeared are
among those that have been singled out.
Manager Golden of the Orpheum came
out in a defense of motion pictures in a
story that was strongly played up by the
Pioneer Press. He says that the blame for
juvenile

delinquency rests
vironment and influences.

on

home

en-

Screen for Sisters
Granger, Ia. — Sisters from here attended a special showing of motion pictures
by Monogram at the recreation hall of
St. Catherine’s in Des Moines. The screening was attended also by the Sisters of
Mercy from St. Catherine’s and the Des
Moines Mercy Hospital. Opal Judd of
Monogram donated prints of the films,
"Barefoot Boy,” “The Pope,” “The Mother,” and "New England Yesterday and
Today.” H. G. Moore’s son, Jack, who
is attending Drake in Des Moines, furnished portable equipment and acted as
operator.

Luke

Smith

Hellerich's Aide

Lincoln — New assistant manager of the
Lincoln is Luke Smith, who is directly under Harold Hellerich.

Fred Dickinson Dies
Brookfield, Mo. — Fred Dickinson, 77,
prominent Brookfield business man and
father of Glen W. Dickinson, theatre circuit operator at Kansas City, died April 25.

Nelson, Miller Buy

Strand

North Loup, Neb. — L. B. Nelson and
Ivan Miller have purchased the Strand
here and will reopen the house.
BOXOFFICE
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" Union Pacific" Train
In Kaycee on May 15
Kansas City — Union Pacific’s special
“Union Pacific” train will be here May 15
at the Union Station in connection with
the showing of the Paramount picture of
that name which opens at the Newman
May 10.
The train is a combination of old-time
locomotive and cars and modern equipment. A wood burning engine capable
of making 30 miles an hour will be hooked
up to a steam Diesel, so modern it has not
yet been put in service by the UP. Old
coaches and cars, used when the UP was
being built, will be coupled with modern
streamliner cars.
The train is making a trans-continental tour, beginning in Los Angeles, continuing as far east as New York and Boston, then returning via the Kansas City
route. It will be on display at the station
here the morning of May 15 till noon,
when it will proceed to Kansas City, Kas.,
for a 35-minute
west

display.

It will continue

for “appearances” at Topeka,
hattan, Junction City, Salina, etc.

Man-

ten in “Sky

pROM
Paul Hannon of Paramount, who
recently spent $2 for a dozen capon eggs,
comes word that R. E. Richardson of Mt.

Jesse L. Lasky

Vernon, Mo., who, along with Tom Wilhoit of Plattsburg, Mo., sold him on the
idea of starting a capon farm, spent a
whole day driving around over the country trying to find the eggs . . . Last week
Paul received an anonymous communication from Omaha — a large poster showing
a rooster standing proudly above a pile of
eggs accompanied

by the inscription,

“I’m

laying for you! ”
Art

Schmidt,

assistant

to Oscar

Devils,” with

Doob,

general advertising counsel of Loew’s, was
here last week at the Midland . . . Lester
Martin, sales manager of Book Treasures,
Chicago,

was here visiting Bev Miller, distributor. Jess Collins, Miller’s distributor
in the Iowa-Nebraska sector, also was in
from Des Moines.
M. D. Utterback, Wellington, Kas., an
infrequent exhibitor visitor, was on the
Row . . . Mike Roth was in evidence, too
. . . The reason Jim Foland is standing out
in front of his “joint” on Filmrow so
much these days is that he has just got-

and

Spencer

RKO

have

Tracy.

launched

another “Gateway to Hollywood” talent
hunt, this time for singers. Auditions here
will be held at KMBC, May 4 and 5, by
Dave Todd, Bryant Washburn, and Leo
Pillot. The Orpheum, under Bob Haley,
is local headquarters for the effort.
The Filmrow Parade: Walt Talbot,
Rogers, Ark.; Homer
Garber, Baxter
Springs, Kas.; Harry Till, Hamilton, Mo.;
Warren and Merl Swank, Burlingame,
Kas.; J. H. Whitted, Weston, Mo.; Mr.
and Mrs. L. D. Medcalf, Gayety, Ash
Grove, Mo.; Frank Anderson, Kirksville,
Mo.; C. C. Rhodes, Warsaw and Buffalo,
Mo.; Gus Diamond, Salina, Kas.; John
Whiting, Downs, Kas.; M.
Mo. erty, Mo.; Charles Thomas,

H.

and

Will

S. Heath, LibSweet Springs,

Danberry

wrote

in from

King City, Mo., this week . . . Jack Shriner
is on the Lake of the Ozarks this week
. . . John Huston has taken over at Glas( Continued

on page

90)

A Successful Party Held
By Kaycee Cinema Club

TRADE

Kansas City — The Cinema Club’s most
successful party took place at the Variety
Club when Reel No. 1 installed its new
officers.

—

A HANDY

George Charno, attorney, spoke after
the dinner. Sammy Naster furnished the
Vine Street Varieties Orchestra from the
Lincoln Theatre and over half a dozen acts
for entertainment. Finton H. Jones, insurance expert, emceed the affair.
R. R. Biechele of Variety administered
the Cinema Club oath to Harry Wheeler
of Paramount, new president; to other
officers, and to new members. The club
presented retiring president Stan Goldberg a handsome brief case. Following
the dinner and entertainment, members
danced. Approximately 60 attended, including the ladies, each of whom was presented a rose.
New members are Bob Conn, 20th-Fox;
John Long, 20th-Fox; Jim Weakley, booker at Republic -Midwest, and Walter Lambader, Metro, who was unable to attend.
In charge of the affair were Harry
Biederman, Charley Siebenthaler, and
Charley Decker.

Columbia Is 100%
BOXOFFICE
Kansas City — In these days of 77-B
and 50 cents on the dollar, the Columbia exchange personnel is 100 per cent
BOXOFFICE — salesmen, bookers, and
branch manager. Ben Marcus says
Columbia always has been ’’boxoffice,''
but it was only in the last week that
the exchange became 100 per cent subscribers of the magazine — Marcus, Bill
Bradfield, Tom Baldwin, Herb Stulz,
Charley Reynolds, Zack Beiser, Eugene
Snitz.

BOXOFFICE

DIRECTORY
GUIDE
KANSAS

EQUIPMENT

AND

FOR

SUPPLIES

HA.

Offer — Priced

AIR CONDITIONING
National

St.

Phone:

Blvd.

Central Theatre Equipment Company
Western Electric - Mirrophonic Sound
Motiograph Projectors
E. C. Leeves, General Manager
130 W. 18th St.
Tel. HArrison 3345
Great Western Stage Equipment Co.
817 Holmes St.
T. L. Greening, Mgr.
Phone: Victor 9078

C. H. Badger,
Southwest

Mgr.

Phone:

Theatre Equipment
Wichita, Kas.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

EXHIBITOR

18th St. — Kansas

K. C. SOUND
Syncrofilm

Sound

SERVICE

Equipment

1818 Wyandotte

and

SOUND

Service

St.

W. P. Humston

HA

4783

ENGINEER

ENGINEER

0134

C. R. BUTLER

St. Joseph, Mo.

Co., Indp't
Phone

SERVICE

Sound System Installation and Service
Midwest Service Corporation
2G0G Monterey St.

Co.

GRand

City, Mo.

Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation

SOUND

Victor 8796

Stebbins Theatre Equipment
1804 Wyandotte St.

and

Corp.

VI. 3535
109 W.

A. A. Electric Machinery Co.
Ernest Amoneno, Mgr.
1117 Cherry

Air Conditioning

Engineering

to Sell.

Why Pay More?
G. A. Peterson
1389
316 Southwest
Kansas City, Mo.

—

CITY TERRITORY

Peterson “Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
Blowers, washers, spray nozzels, office and
home units.
Special

THE EXHIBITOR

2-2153

ASSOCIATIONS

Independent Theatre Owners Association
1214 Brush Creek Road — VAlentine 2770
E. E. Webber jr., Pres. John Wolfberg, Sec.
K. M. T. A.
128 W. 18th St. — Harrison 4825
John Staple, Pres. R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

Phones
"Service

2-4012—2-4115

As Near

SCREEN
Alexander
Motion

As Your

Telephone"

PUBLICITY
Film

Company

Picture Advertising

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa
239 East 72nd Terrace
Phone:

Hlland

2694
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JACK
at

KENNEDY
says
our service for

Metro films are
entertaining St.

Catherine’s. Which means they’ll not only
see “Sweethearts,” but also a number of
those M-G-M top-notchers. Jack was as
accommodating as ’ell, despite a grievous
oversight by an exploiteer whose professional traits we forgot to take into consideration (we’re slipping) . . . anyway,
we’ll see you personally about such things
hereafter. Jack.
At least two of a packed, enthusiastic
house ivalked out on the beautiful Mr.
Eddy here Monday — but not Art Anderson.
M. L. Dixon, Mt. Pleasant; W. B. Franke,
Humboldt; Ruth Cota, Waukon, and Abe
Hahn, Bedford were among exhibitors
whooping it up for encores everytime Eddy
paused to get his breath and mop his
alabaster brow.
The

boys say the Central
ting too narrow for the

alleys are getgraceful Bing

Miller . . . Paramount’s Henry Peterson
sprained his ankle just getting soberly out
of his car . . . Helen Baxter has the mumps
. . . Paramount’s convention in Los Angeles,
June 12-14 will be attended by a number
of foreign representatives, and for the
first time in seven years salesmen and
bookers are taking in the show. Local
boys are wondering if Harry Hunter, general manager in Australia and one-time
Des Moines branch manager, will attend.
There are two new cars and a coke machine over at Fox . . . A. W. Rigelman and
Chuck Parish have the cars . . . Everybody has an interest in the coke machine
. . . Stan Mayer says their new product is
going hot . . . Sales now are far ahead of
deals for last year at this time.
The H. D. Wolfbergs are trying to get
acclimated to Iowa again after a Florida
vacation

. . . Jerry McGlyn, recently transferred from M-G-M
office manager to
salesman, is doing a bang-up job on the
39-40 product. Likes his work, too . . . Bud
Shumow, second booker, was operated on
at Omaha, but he’ll be
in about 10 days. He’s
in time for the Metro
pervisors of checkers,

up ’n at ’em again
gotta get in shape
convention for subookers and office

managers in Kaycee, May
Dunn, Frank Gaskell, and
from here are going too.

6-7 . . . Howard
Fred Armington

Lou Kahn over at the Grand got a
couple of nice breaks on the Russian film,
‘‘Professor Mamlock,” which he showed
Tuesday. The Register and Tribune carried a page one box on the fact that it
was banned in England; then the Sunday
preceding the showing, a still was run beside the announcement of the Iowa Medical Society meeting here (the picture is a
story of what happened to a Jewish surgeon when the Nazis took over Germany).
The good word this week is “gaby.” A
gal called Renee Mack seems to be the only
gaby on the Row (the word is “gaby” mind
you, not “gabby”) , anyhow, she wouldn’t
dare call anyone else a gaby even if she
imagined there were any others.
Desks:

Philosophy

under

glass on

Stan

Mayer’s desk . . . The battered Texas
Ranger on Copeland’s . . . Tom-cat car-
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toon on Chick Friedman’s . . . Pipe rack
beside Art Anderson’s . . . Ugly tub-like
ash tray on McKinney’s . . . Picture of
Von Brandt, owner of Iowa’s first film
route, on lies’ . . . Cute little mdio on
Carol Baldwin’s . . . Check protector on
Chansky and Carter’s . . . Talisman rose in
coke bottle on Fox gal’s . . . Family photos
on Dave Dewey’s.
Walt Lowman is getting letters from
Iowa teachers asking about his thesis on
the film game mentioned in this column
some

time

ago

. . . Jess Carter

is respon-

sible for Mrs. Roy Chansky’s belief that
Lilly’s (a mortuary here) was a highclass night club . . . George Hatch at
Inland has a new Dodge. Inland broke
into the news last week because one of the
boys

built a boat

upstairs

....AW,
From

which

got big-

ger than the room.

Now

he has it on the

main floor and Carol Baldwin says they’re
planning on tearing down the building to
get it out.

The confirmation of Morris Smith’s boy,
Jordon, was celebrated by everybody on
the Row but Jordon, as nearly as we can
discover. Anyhow, Morris wants to know
what became of that quart of Old Taylor
and wants it announced that the colored
cateress’ tipsy conditio-n was her own doing, not his . . . Chuck lies and Mitzi Lee
blew out their birthday candles on the
same

day,
storm last
six hours
with Mrs.
mend your

April 24 . . . That April snowweek delayed film deliveries some
. . . Now will you behave, Bing,
Miller here from St. Louis to
sox and keep you home nights!

SHUCKS !
the Tall Corn— By

RENE

McCLUSKEY

^E

be told that
ten-spots!

his hogs or in front of his theatre falling down coal chutes. His leg was still
sore from his last descent down the chute
when we got there.

Was that Dale McFarland we passed
on the road out of Davenport? He was
returning from a visit with his parents
and we were heading for DM after a trip
to Davenport to snoop for Boxoffice.

JOURNEYED
all the way from DM
to Davenport last Tuesday to discover
that P. D. Alleman owns a farm, and
spends his time either out there calling

Our high regard for Leo Wolcott of Eldora went clear over the top when he
didn’t forget to leave us notes on the
Allied-ITO meeting last week . . . Thanks,
Mr. Wolcott,
be too busy.

we

honestly

thought

ers n’everything . . . he’s the first man in
the biz we’ve encountered who smokes
our brand, too. Jerry’s brother, Sam, of
Universal in Los Angeles, just ended a
visit in Clinton . . . Jerry’s mother, L. H.
Cramer from Reno is there now . . . looks

Jack

. . . Walt Kinnean expert swimmer
Harold Barnes, the
an artistic outdoor
cook on it, but alas!

He’s sort of dieting on orange juice, cokes,
etc. Harold has quit smoking, goes for
stage productions, and stacks up extra
tall as a boss according to his employes.
Favorite occupation of Bill Eddy, the
theatre man from Indianola and Mt. Ayr:
Looking up at Old Style Lager signs.

Don’t take Warner’s new slogan “Walk
upstairs and make $10” too seriously . . .
we trotted up all out of breath only to

fresh

out

of the

of the Orpheum

in Daven-

with(fancy
Blackstone’s
us
that!) adOh

well, mebbe because we can’t do the cake
and canary act, but Jack, neither can the
advance man.

Russ

Hill, manager

of the

Capitol

at

Ottumwa, was “fetched up” in the film
trade, which accounts for his reputation
as one of the smartest theatre men around.
He’s

a

Emil

like Robert Benchley
man turns out to be
and a budding pilot.
manager, has built
fireplace and loves to

Neary

portvance
was man
tooto busy
see

young enough to be his sister, too. (Don’t
forget you promised to send us wooden
dogs for
our collection now and then,
Jerry)
.

We enjoyed talking to the hands at
the Capitol Theatre in Clinton . . . Elmer
Laurent, the operator, looks and talks

were

They tell us Dale’s gained some 50 pounds
lately — sits around playing bridge too
much.

you’d

A very hospitable gent is Jerry Greenebaum at Clinton . . . Chocolates for call-

they

confirmed home-boy, and doubtlessly will read this with his house-slippered feet propped up on his own fireside.

Franke ’s consistently

bad

spelling

on the DM Orpheum’s marquee and elsewhere is beginning to look suspicious to us.
Sure you don’t do it to crack the local
columns, Emil? You’d have to make a
study of it to spell that poorly.

Lyle Nolan, Ruthven, used to be an aviator at Kelly’s Field in Texas and the
yen to fly things still sticks, so he builds
four-foot box kites now. He gave one to
Roy Chansky at Service Theatre, despite
the fact that he makes about 50 per day
and still can’t supply all of his customers
(most of them grown-ups).
That

fellow who

is always

in Jail (cafe)

at Fairfield is Bob Cochran. The photographic bug has him by the throat to the
tune of $85, they say. The Hoffman boy
at Knoxville is another camera addict.
BOXOFFICE
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Golden Gloves Bout
To Aid Crippled

^*ED
Ruben’sWis.
right-hand
man,BOLNICK
down fromEddie
LaCrosse,
. . . Don
Buckley, Redwood Falls, Minn., exhibitor,
here, telling about the elaborate bowling

Kansas City — On Tuesday, May 9, at
Memorial Hall in Kansas City, Kas., the
Kansas City Star and Variety Club will
sponsor a 12-bout amateur Golden Gloves
match featuring Tony Novak, national
AAU champion, and others.
Proceeds

from

the sport card, above

ex-

penses. will go to Variety Club’s crippled
children’s fund in Kansas City, Kas. The
plan is, if this succeeds, to make it a
Greater Kansas City affair next year.
Sam Abend of Film Delivery was made
chairman

of ticket sales following announcement of the show at Variety Club
Monday evening.
At one of the most important meetings
of the year for Variety Club Monday evening Jim Lewis of RKO, president of the
Variety Club Bowling League, announced
the tentative date of the League’s annual
“distribution of prizes” dinner on May 8,
probably in conjunction with a meeting
of the Jinx Club.
William Warner, who last week resigned
as branch manager of the Warner exchange after a number of years in that
position, will be presented a dinner Monday evening by Variety Club. He is leaving for California next week. Jack Shriner
and Finton Jones were named committeemen to handle the affair.
R. R. Biechele, past president of the
club and “national officer” the past year,
was reelected to the latter post.
Plans for air conditioning the club were
discussed by Charley
elstein, and others.

Gregory,

Reube

Fink-

Report of the shut-in committee by C. A.
Schultz of Commonwealth indicated that
Variety Club recently has shown films to
shut-ins at St. Mary’s Hospital and the
crippled children under sponsorship of the
Visiting Nurses’ Ass’n. Schultz contributed his own theatre, the Ashland, for a
show to the Jewish Orphans’ Home.
The little girl that Variety Club adopted is making fine progress in her fight
against the effects of infantile paralysis,
Arthur Cole, chairman of the charity
committee, reported. Doctors hope for
big improvement in her condition during
the next year.

Greater 16mm
Reported

Interest

by Humston

Kansas City — Interest in 16mm equipment is greater than it has ever been, Paul
Humston, head of Kansas City Sound
Service Co., reported on his return this
week from a selling trip over the territory.
Humston placed almost a dozen orders for
new projectors:
W. K. Hanna, Axtel, Kas., roadshow
operator; H. A. Parker, Kansas City, roadshow; H. B. Wright, Springfield, Mo., roadshow; Lloyd Lockhart, Santa Rosa, Mo.,
roadshow; Junior College, Ft. Scott, Kas.;
High School, Sweet Springs, Mo.; C. R.
Butler, St. Joseph, Mo., and Dr. Dayton
D. Campbell, DDS, Kansas City, who will
use the equipment for showing dental
films in lecturing.

BOXOFFICE

alleys he’s building
one of his theatres

in connection with
. . . After the na-

tional Variety clubs’ convention in Detroit,
Ben Friedman, local exhibitor, will join
the missus in Chicago and set out for
Louisville to attend the Derby.
Sim
local

Heller, Grand Rapids, Minn., exhibitor, was a last-minute addition to the
party attending the national Va-

riety Clubs’ convention in Detroit. The
party was headed by Chief Barker W. A.
Steffes and also included Bill Elson, Abe
Kaplan, George Granstrom, Bill and Sydney Volk, Ben Blotcky, Eddie Ruben, Ben
Eriedman and Bennie Berger.
Plans proceeding
party which Twin

for the testimonial
City exhibitors are

throwing for Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district
manager, at the Hotel Nicollet here May
22 in honor of his appointment as S. R.
Kent drive leader for 1939-40 . . . Ask
Frank Eisenberg, United Artists salesman,
how he set his own fine for speeding in
Bemidji, Minn. It’s quite a story. Frank
told the authorities $5 was all he had and
that it was necessary for him to move on
immediately to the next town. So they
took it.
Bill and Sydney Volk both left town at
the same time to attend the national Variety convention. They weren’t neglecting
business, they said, because “there isn’t
any” . . .- What two Twin City independent
exhibitors, Twin City Variety club members, were stopped by the police as “suspects” in front of the Nicollet Hotel en
route to the club while crowds were gathered outside the hostelry to catch a glimpse
of the Danish Crown Prince and Crown
Princess.

Harry Simon, Walker, Minn., exhibitor,
passed through en route home after four
months in Florida, vacationing. He tells
of harpooning a 550 -pound turtle through
the eye. He towed it to shore and brought
the shell back in his auto trailer . . . Reno
Wilk’s “Assassin
St. Paul Garrick

of Youth” goes into the
for five days.

RKO’s smash hit, “Story of Vernon and
Irene Castle,” had its initial territory showing at the Granada, Duluth, where it’s
knocking ’em dead and will run two weeks
. . . What a big headache the Minnesota
Amusement Co. got rid of when it turned
back

the

4,200-seat

Minnesota

here to the building’s
are without a tenant.

owners

Theatre
who

still

C. K. Olson, Warner Bros, branch manager, showing everybody a telegram received by him from Carl Leserman, sales
manager, telling about the tremendous
boxoffice reaction everywhere to “Dark
Victory.” Clarence also takes occasion to
remind everybody that still another natural, “ Dodge City,” also is coming up .. .
Bennie Berger, independent circuit operator, lucky again betting on fights. Cleaned
up on the last Armory card.
Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district manager,
in Des Moines on business . . . Approximately 3,000 heard Jeanette MacDonald,
M-G-M
star, in her concert recital at
Rochester, Minn. It was her only Minnesota engagement and many from the Twin
Cities attended it . . . Jack Goldhar, United
Artists district manager, a visitor . . .
R. C. LiBeau,

Paramount

division

mana-

ger, in town.
Charlie Isaacs, Hollywood gag man, visiting his parents here . . . Pat Luce, secretary to Joe Podoloff, 20th-Fox branch
manager, back from a vacation. She just
remained at home and took a rest . . .
Morrie

St. Paul

World

Theatre

had

the terri-

tory’s premiere showing of the Louis-Roper
fight films which J. L. Stern is distributing. The pictures also were shown, along
with W. A. Steffes’ “The Grand Illusion,”
at the Twin City Variety Club’s first Sunday night screening for members. Both
pictures were very well received . . . Quite
an experiment for Pantages Theatre, 15c
subsequent-run grind house, running a
first-run serial, “Lone Ranger Rides
Again,” Saturday matinees.
Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included Eppy Parsons, Renville, Minn.;
Bert Parsons, Springfield, Minn.; Freeman Parsons, Sauk Center, Minn.; Mr. and
Mrs. Joe Schindel, Granite Falls, Minn.;
Don Anderson, Pine Island, Minn.; Everett Dilley, Northfield, Minn.; Lyle Webster, Rice Lake, Wis.; Peter Campbell,
Val Halla, N. D., and Cecil Charbeneau,
Baldwin, Wis.
Wife of Joe Behan, Warner’s head booker, out of hospital and recuperating from
the effects of another operation . . . Local
RKO
exchange climbed from seventh to
sixth place nationally in the George Schaefer sales drive . . . Udell Gill, Farmington, Minn., exhibitor, in St. Mary’s Hospital here, recovering from a throat infection.

and

Abrams, M-G-M
exploiteer, presented Harold Kaplan, former Minnesota
State manager, with a collection of

autographed photos of M-G-M luminaries
for the new St. Louis Park Theatre which
Kaplan and Harold Field are opening
May 10.
Bill Mussman, 20th-Fox North Dakota
salesman, driving a new car . . . Morrie
Abrams busy plugging “Pygmalion.” He
no sooner got back from Duluth and Superior than he was off for South Dakota
points . . . Paramount screened “Lady’s
From Kentucky” and the comment was
excellent. It goes into the Century next
month . . . Harry Hirsch’s spring stock
burlesque season at the Gayety ended
April

27.

Swedish films into the Lyceum again
weekends . . . Jewish picture drew big
crowds to Sol Lebedoff’s Homewood
atre all week . . . Prmcess, another

Thelocal

neighborhood house, had first-run of another foreign film, the anti-Nazi picture,
“Professor Mamlock” . . . Folks agreed
with Manager Bill Sears of the Orpheum
that the Wayne King show last week was
one of the best band units to play his
house.

He

had

caught

the show

in Chi-

cago . . . Minneapolis American Ass’n
baseball team back for a home stand and
that

isn’t going

to help

theatre

business.
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Ill I N C CO) IL N
CJOL FRANCIS bowed in for a screening
of “Streets of New York” the other
night at the Varsity. First time he’s been
here since he became the Bob Ringler
replacement

for Monogram

. . . Bob

Liv-

ingston’s wife no sooner got back from
the San Francisco fair than she wanted
to light out for New York. Bob let her
look at his boxoffice reports while he told
her all the reasons why she couldn’t go
. . . Charlie Shire almost got on the radio
the other night, only losing out because
he could run faster than the man with the
mike.
George Monroe says he has no intention
of hiring a bodyguard, for his doorman
at the Colonial, no sluggings now in more
than a month . . . Ed Vaughan found
these “ Pygmalion ” transformations nothing new. He's used to having gals go from
being the apple of his eye into a quick
reverse and become the pain in his neck
. . . Surprising how many Lincoln men
have decided to go to Wichita, Kas., to
hear Nelson Eddy. Most of them act as
chauffeurs for the Mrs., who was stubborn to the point of threatening a bit of
rolling pin bending over noggins.
Places they yearn to go for vacations:
Bob Huffman, to Colorado for a look at
some mountains, laws and in-laws . . .
Howard Federer, to Chicago to see his girl,
who

hasn’t been able to dig out from under inventories, income tax statements and
general business to come here . . . Alvin
Hendricks, to Texas to see the folks and
tell ’em that damnyankee is really two
words . . . Orville Rennie, Hastings, to

Hollywood or New York to find out what’s
happened to the guys and gals he knew
when . . . Evert Cummings, Omaha, anywhere a clean shaven face is the rule,
not the exception . . . Ray Holtz,
bury, wherever the fishing is good.
Orrin

Tucker

and

Lawrence

Fair-

Welk,

a

couple of bands who made recent short
subjects for Paramount, are due here soon
. . . George Monroe jr. says the “Tobacco
Road ” tickets are over half gone, and it
looks like the Rubinoff competition is a
rumor, not a fact, even if both are here
on the same night . . . Vincent Lopez is
in town
terbugs.

the night

before, too, for the jit-

Minneapolis — John (Jack) Elliott, 60,
who died in Los Angeles last Sunday, was
long a prominent Minneapolis showman.
He ran away from his Minneapolis home
when a boy to learn to be “the world’s
champion high diver” and returned to earn
a fortune through the purchase of “Birth
of a Nation” distribution rights.
Elliott managed the old Unique Theatre
here, playing vaudeville and pictures, from
1905 to 1915. In the latter year he formed
a partnership with Harry Sherman, now
a Paramount producer of westerns. The
partners bought what were called the
world's rights to “Birth of a Nation” and
launched a film distribution business.
Among the films handled by the Sherman-Elliott Co., in addition to “Birth of
a Nation,” were “Ramona,” “The Submarine Eye,” “The Crisis” and “The Garden
of Allah.” They were sent out as roadshows, some of them with orchestras and
vaudeville acts.
Fortunes earned by the partners were
dissipated in other theatrical enterprises
and in 1918 the firm filed a voluntary
petition in bankruptcy. After this both
partners moved to Los Angeles. During
his later years Elliott held several studio
jobs and managed
ture theatres.
The

a string of motion

Minneapolis

film distributing

City — James

Winn,

resigning

as

managership at Kansas City. Before aligning with GN, Winn was district manager
for Warner in Chicago.

on

"Squad"

Hollywood — Lillie Hayward and Irving
Reis have been signed by Paramount to
collaborate

on

the screenplay

for “Emer-

Two

Help Out on Lincoln

Theatres' Air Stint
Lincoln — Lincoln

Theatres

Music

Hollywood — An

Director

extension

of

tract as musical director has been
to Arthur Guttman by Metro.

Corp.

radio

stint, a nightly five-minute Hollywood
news broadcast, is being handled April
24-May 5, by John Montgomery and Dean
Pohlenz, while Barney Oldfield, the Sunday Journal and Star’s columnist is New
Yorking. Pohlenz is on the Journal and
is doing the writing, while Montgomery,
of KFOR’s continuity staff, is the
erer. Oldfield renews May 7.

Goldwyn

Signs

deliv-

Writer

Goldwyn has signterm writing deal

First Co-Ed”

It Came

his

Loren

Turner,

good

ham ed !

mountain

came

to

whip for the opening of “Dark Victory,”
and the boys told him they had worked
every conceivable angle.
Imagine their embarrassment when one

con-

handed

into the office and asked them if a window display he had tricked up in his furniture store using “Dark Victory” sets and
ballyhoo would be all right with Federer!

of the

Mo.,

has

Mrs.

Gandy,

veteran

film figure, now

is

off icing with American Films (Paul Humston and Eleanor Bell) . . . W. Pincus has
the Roper-Louis fight pictures in slow
motion. They look very good, too.
Republic-Midwest screened “Man
of
Conquest” for city exhibitors Wednesday
afternoon at 20th-Fox. Last Thursday
Fox Midwest and the Fox Tower held a
special screening at Edison Hall.
Visitors: George Owens, Lathrop, Mo.;
Jess DeLong, Mankato, Kas.; Joe Lenski,
Pittsburg,
ville. Mo.

Kas.;

H.

A. Porta,

Humans-

Miss

Helen Rau, formerly with Paramount, Universal and Magic Eye Distributing Co., was on the Row this week seeking
a new affiliation. She has been out of
work for some months, but hopes to be
on the Row steadily again. Friends may
reach her by calling Boxoffice.
William

Pincus

and

Max

Barewin

have

just closed a deal with the Griffith-Dickinson circuit on the Louis-Roper fight
pictures, which they are handling.

Ringler Now

an Exhibitor

Peabody, Kas. — L. O. Ringler now is
operating the Sunflower Theatre here.
W. P. Huston formerly had the house.
Ringler used to be Monogram distributor
at Omaha and Des Moines.

Polishing
Hollywood—
“Flight "Flight"
at Midnight,” to
serve as a starring vehicle for Col. Roscoe Turner, ace airman, is being polished
into screen form by Franklin Coen for
Republic. Armand Schaeffer produces.

BOWLING
LAST 811
MONDAY

RESULTS
Screen

889
814

680
785
941

511
904
560

807
508
836

742
783

Mo-

Howard Federer, general manager of the
Nebraska Theatres, Inc., has two men
working publicity. He was laying on the

Name

boxoffice.

Finton Jones
Film Delivery
Don Davis
Lincoln — The

87)

Independence,

Cresswell Photos
Dubinsky
15ros
Cinema
Club
Barkers

Unasked

page

just recovered from left-sided mumps . . .
Those cowgirl pictures from Grand National really are a new angle on Westerns,
and exhibitors are finding their novelty

his first assign-

of the town’s leading merchants on the
busiest intersection walked, unsolicited,

gency Squad.”

Extend

busi-

from

co, Kas., from Leo Porter.
house is the Avalon.

National

midwest district manager for Grand National at Chicago, succeeds Bill Warner,
who has resigned the Warner Bros, branch

Collaborate

pic-

ness was sold to Elliott’s younger brother,
the late F. York Elliott.
Elliott is survived by his widow and a
son.

with “The
ment.

James Winn Joins Warner
As Kaycee Branch Head

90

(Continued

Hollywood — Samuel
ed Jan Fortune to a

Kansas

K A Y c IE IE

Late John Elliott Was
Prominent Showman

National
Barkers

Screen

2380
2264

788

2786
2618
1663

852
613
801
518

1586

46

STANDINGS
43
AV

TEAM
Don
Davis
Cinema
Club
Cresswell Photos
Finton Jones

906
784
770

. .

44
43

. . .

43

2401

AV

L

1
2
3
0

2
1
0
3

1
2
1
2

2
1
2
1

2420
L
35
37
45

.543
43

Dubinsky Bros
Film Delivery
INDIVIDUAL
Walter Lambader,
Chuck School, 587.

50
38
38
SCORES 38

HIGH

674;

Frank

.568
Pet.

Lambader,

.531
.531
.531
.469
.444

600;
.383

NEXT
WEEK’S
SCHEDULE
Film Delivery vs. Barkers.
Finton Jones vs. Don Davis.
National Screen vs. Cinema Club.
Dubinsky

Bros.

vs.

Cresswell

BOXOFFICE

:

Photos.
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Honorary Degree for
John /. Maloney
Latrobe,

Pa.— One

of St. Vincent

Col-

lege's most distinguished alumni will
be honored at the commencement exercises in June when an honorary Doctor
of Laws

degree

is conferred

upon

John

J. Maloney, district manager for Loew's,
Inc. The honor is in recognition of Ma-

Meadville, Pa. — In an effort to “settle
this matter once and for all,” District Attorney H. A. Mook has filed an appeal with
the

loney's service to the motion picture industry and to civic and educational
progress.

Celebrate Bergman s Boost
With Outing and Dinner
Cleveland — Edwin Bergman will be honored by his friends and film associates
with

an

outing and dinner at the Mahoning Country Club, Girard, Ohio, on
May 18, on the occasion of the double
celebration of his promotion from field
to city salesman, and to commemorate
his 14 years of continuous service with
Pox Film Co. and 20th Century-Fox.
Joe Minsky, Vitagraph city salesman, is
in charge of ticket sales and in order to
have the service equal the occasion, he
asks

that he be notified as soon as possible how many will be on hand for the
golf tournament that is scheduled to start
at 1 p. m., and how many will attend the
dinner.
Ladies are welcome, Minsky states, and
the party will be strictly informal. The
Mahoning Country Club is owned by Peter
Wellman, who operates the Mock Theatre
in Girard.

Pennsylvania supreme court to determine whether theatre Bank Nights constitute a lottery.

Stating that the appellate courts of
Pennsylvania never have been asked for
an opinion of the matter, Mook appealed
from a permanent injunction obtained by
the Park Theatre Corp. of Meadville to
prevent his office and all law enforcement
officers and the owner of a rival theatre
from seizing theatre records or Bank Night
equipment, or arresting theatre employes.
This injunction had been made permanent
by Judge O. Clare Kent in an opinion filed
in Crawford county court last January 21.
Action of Dist. Att’y Mook is the first
challenge of Bank Night in the high court
since the theatre attendance game was
introduced in this state several years ago.

Silver Anniversary for
A Local in Bradford

capacities, announces.
ganized May 1, 1914.

Greensburg, Pa. — Judge Richard D.
Laird this week found Bart Dattola guilty
of violating the Sunday show law at a
theatre operated by the latter in New
Kensington and ordered Dattola to report
to quarter session court for sentence. The
court’s opinion was that every time the
theatre was operated on Sunday it constituted a separate violation.
An observation was also made that the
violations unquestionably took place with
the knowledge of local officials as Dattola
contributed 15 per cent of his Sunday
earnings to the New Kensington Junior
School Patrol, which operates under police supervision.

Improvements

for Manos

Ellwood City, Pa. — Extensive improvements will be made at the Manos Theatre. There are private plans for a new
boxoffice, modern marquee, chrome finished doors, lobby mats, remodeling and
decorating.

Renovate

at Clarksburg

Clarksburg, W. Va. — Claude Robinson,
veteran showman, has completed plans for
alterations and the installation of a new
air conditioning system at the Robinson
Grand Theatre. Estimated cost of the
improvements is $20,000.
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annual

Local

election

and

335 was

or-

installation

of officers resulted in the re-election of all
executive members, as follows: Francis
Foran, president, 2nd term; W. M. Hall,
vice-president, 2nd term; E. W. Heath, a
member for 19 years, renamed secretarytreasurer for the 16th term; R. W. Iver,
a member for 20 years, renamed as business representative for the 15th term.

Brick Hurled

at Theatre

By Nazi Sympathizer
a

Pittsburgh — A Nazi sympathizer hurled
brick through a lobby panel of the

Nixon

Theatre early last Saturday morning. On the entrance doors was painted

the word “jude” (German for Jew).
The Nixon attraction was the tryout engagement of Burnet Hershey’s “The Brown
Danube,” which condemns Nazi persecutions in Austria following the “anschluss”
of a year ago.

AFL

Bill Posters , Billers

Merge

in One

Cleveland — Amicable settlement has
been effected between Paul Gusdanovic,
president of the East Shore Theatre Co.,
operating the LaSalle Theatre and two
distributing companies, 20th Century-Fox
and Vitagraph, in a dispute involving contract rights.
Gusdanovic

Alliance

Pittsburgh — Jurisdiction of all American Federation of Labor unions engaged
in the distribution of free advertising
has been placed under the International Alliance of Bill Posters and Billers
of America. International President Leo
Abernathy of this city, said the AFL
executive council ordered the change.

asked

for an

injunction

to

restrain 20th Century-Fox and Vitagraph
from serving product to the newly opened
Shore Theatre, which is located about two
miles distant from the LaSalle, on either
a prior or a day-and-date run basis. He
claimed his contract called for protection
over

present and future theatres in competitive area.
Because present film contracts have not
much longer to run. Common Pleas Judge
Lee E. Skeel, in whose court the petition
for injunction was filed, suggested that a
compromise agreement be reached for the
remainder of the contract period.
The

settlement reached involved adjustment of price for the LaSalle Theatre together with a guarantee that pictures
shall become available to both the LaSalle
and

Bradford, Pa. — Members of IATSE’s Local No. 335 are planning a special celebration to mark the local’s 25th anniversary, E. W. Heath, secretary and treasurer, now serving his 16th term in these

Recent

Dattola Found Guilty of
Breaking Sunday Law

Gusdanovic Settles
Contract Dispute

Bank Night Appeal
To Supreme Court

Shore

theatres

for day-and-date

runs.

Silver Anniversary Stag
Planned for Showmen
Pittsburgh — Representatives of the
various film distributing companies met
this week at the Monarch exchange to
plan a silver anniversary testimonial in
honor of George Sallows and George P.
Communitz of Morgantown, W. Va. The
25th anniversary celebration will be sponsored by friends in the motion picture industry together
with the business men’s
association
of Morgantown.
Also in connection with the testimonial,
the Independent Theatre Owners of West
Virginia will stage a meeting at Morgantown. The date, being arranged this week,
will be June 5 or June 6, according to I. T.
Sweeney, general chairman. The affair
will be stag and tickets wil be $3.50. Details of the testimonial and the silver anniversary of the Morgantown showmen
will be completed soon.

Charter to Building Union
Covering

Amusements

Pittsburgh — Building Service Employes’
International Union has assumed jurisdiction over personnel in the amusement
field, under a charter bestowed by the executive council of the AFL. The charter
creates Local 188 of the building service
union

here, with jurisdiction over attendants, janitors, charwomen, elevator operators and vendors in bowling alleys, billiard rooms, baseball parks, sports arenas
and amusement parks, according to Charles
C. Levey, international representative.

media

Scripts “Brigham

Young"

Hollywood — “The Story of Brigham
Young” is being scripted by Eleanor Harris
for 20th-Fox.

ME

91

Barkers Meet Four
Days in Detroit
Detroit — Highlight of local trade activities this week was the Variety Conven*tion, with four days devoted to national
activities here. General program is as
follows:
Thursday, April 27 — 1 p. m.
national officers only.

Meeting

A Welcome

of

Friday, April 28 — 10 a. m. Opening session of general convention for all delegates, officers and guests.
Saturday, April 29 — 10 a. m.
sion of convention; election
officers

Closing sesof national

for 1940; selection of 1940
vention city. 6:30 p. m. Banquet.

con-

Sunday, April 30 — Visits to points of
interest in and around Detroit by all delegates and guests.
Among the stars slated to appear in the
floor show at the banquet are George
Jessel, Ethel Shutta, Lloyd Nolan and
George Raft.

Award

came

in late to sit at the foot of the table

— Max says what he got on special order
was better . . . Irving Belinsky was passing out cigars. (Mrs. says there’s no reason) . . . Moe Dudelson is praying for a
team

that will keep out of the cellar, encored by Syd Bowman.

Sam
next

Seplowin

says

he

may

not

bowl

year

. . . The boys are getting temperamental— want to have the same ball
every game now . . . Irving Belinsky made
an eloquent plea for friendship, and was
self-crowned with the League Trophy he
just won . . . Jake Sullivan is concerned
with the problem of forfeits.

City Theatre

Detroit — Contracts
week

The

friendly

spirit of the open

tribute to the bowlers’ sportsmanship. Mrs. Ray Cloud is reported quite
ill . . . Sam Seplowin was busy collecting
cigars, and passing out the cheese . . . The
Battle of the Matches had all eyes for a
few minutes.
Donors of the refreshments included:
Hal Burriss, Joe Reich, Sol Krim, W. J.
Turnbull, Phil Kaplan, Nat Haase, Art
Knapp, and Cliff White; they were enjoyed . . . Ralph Ruben and Sam Merson
shared that extra order of potatoes. Ralph
is going to reduce . . . Dave Flayer is quite
a raconteur.
Allen, retiring president,

received

a special hand-made trophy from Ralph
Ruben . . . Jake Boodner, 5 ft., 4 in., has
a real war record, we found. He knew the
Roosevelt brothers in action well — saw
Quentin fall, had Archie for his Captain,
and carried his Colonel, Theodore jr., four
miles when he was injured. Jake was
badly injured himself.
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this

Banquet

Max Blumenthal claims the record as
the only man to have his name on the cup
on three winning teams.
At the Variety

side of the speakers’ table . . . Fred
Schader and Ralph Ruben arrived in time
to make up a special press gallery.
Joe

Sullivan, Variety charity show operator, is the dignified new recording secretary of IATSE, Local 199 . . . Two shutins’ shows this week — April 21, Little Sisters of the Poor-Old Age Home, and April
Free

Hospital,

reports

Art

Both Henry and Edsel Ford were slated
to be personal hosts to visiting Varieteers
at their plant yesterday . . . Jack Goldhar,
UA’s district manager, injured his arm
Sunday when he deliberately threw his
horse to avoid some youngsters who got
in his way. Goldhar
man, friends report.

is tops as a horse-

Lew Kane, ex-booker, is reported
ing the east with a unit show . .
Carlson had to do a long ad-libbing
over the radio; C. C. Perry reports

tour. Bill
stunt
it was

Bill’s best speech ever <he won’t write
them out any more) . . . Billy Repaid,
luncheon announcer,
ming his trees.

spent

Sunday

Counter Admission
Slice Temporary
Detroit — The move of the Times Square
Theatre to a ten-cent policy for four days
a week is followed by two further policy
changes. Signs have appeared on the
Loop Theatre, directly across the street,
operated by Associated Theatres, “all seats
10 cents,” apparently as an answer to the
newly publicized Times Square policy.
Joseph Bruzy, manager of the Times
Square, thereupon made a checkup of his
ten cent business, and found that Wednesday had been the best weekday in the
history

Luncheon:

Crowd was bigger than the number of
seats and tables spread, for first time in
weeks . . . Sol and Mac Krim, coming in
late, rated special places on the wrong

election

a

Wade

awarded

Notes

26, Children’s
Robinson.
was

were

for work on the new Schafer Theatre at Garden City, by Bennett & Straight,

architects, as follows: General contractors, Board & Yates; electrical work, Dearborn Engineering Co.; plumbing, heating
and ventilating, Morris Garelik.

Bowling

MAX lastBLUMENTHAL
missed out on the
steak served, when Emil Beck

Contracts for New

Garden

Tablecloth
At the

Back Party —

Jack Sogg. Cleveland salesman for M-G-M, is welcomed back to the office
after an illness. The party also observes Sogg’s 13 th anniversary with the
company. Left to right: Eddie Brauer, salesman; Phil Harrington, office
manager; F. D. Drew, manager; Sogg; B. D. Stoner, salesman, and J. J.
Maloney, district manager.

trim-

was an early Mickey Rooney film, “Little
Pal,” and a western, “Trigger Smith.”
Bruzy thereupon decided to drop the
admission at the Times Square to a dime
for all days in the week. He said that,
while he did not want to engage in a
price war, he felt that the dime policy was
his only answer to the booking proposition,
contending he was able to get only one
major product.
The Loop ten-cent

LaRose

and

his jitterbugs

gave

a

big show at the club rooms Saturday evening. Occasion was Wisper and Wetsman
Night, with both Lou and Frank on hand
to welcome guests . . . Jack Flynn, general convention chairman, forgot to wear
his own banquet pin Monday.

policy

was

only

a

temporary one, it was indicated at Associated offices, when the house returned
over the weekend to its regular prices.
Action was taken to bring the situation
to the attention of the distributors serving
the Times Square and notice was said to
have been served on Mutual Theatres,
which book films for the house, by RKO.
Mutual allegedly was advised that the tencent policy would have to be discontinued
on changes using RKO films.
Harry Ludwig, director of the Police
Quartette, was pianist, and Carl Sobie,
famed tenor, was soloist . . . Sobie, as
special representative of the Wolverine
Brewing Co., gave all present plenty of
samples . . . Harry Ludwig’s fall was
caused by an obstruction on the floor, not
Sobie’s samples.
Joe

Joe

of the house under his management, for total gross business. The bill

Sullivan

is practicing

a new

parlor

trick, juggling two forks . . . Dave Flayer
and your scribe were partners again . . .
Irving Goldberg is worrying about finding
a dancing partner. Perry suggests Adolph
. . . Jack Flynn emceed the air show, asDowney.sisted by Carlson, Perry, and Frank J.
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Box-Office
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lieb, Harry Golding, Joe Gellman, Morry Goldman,
Jack Graham.
John H. Harris, Lou Hess, Dr. C. E. Herman,
Lou Hanna, J. B. Hanna, Dr. Wm.
Hersh, Lew
Hepinger, Robert Hendel, L. T. Haughton
and
guest; Austin Interrante, James Jaffur sr., James
Jaffur jr., Jack Judd, Joseph R. Kauffman,
Eli
Kauffman,
Morris Kauffman,
Larry Katz, Dave
Kimelman,
Dr. Koontz and guest; C. C. Kellenberg, Frank King, Robert F. Klingensmith, Jules
Lapidus, A1 Lostetter, Art Levy, John
Lipsie,
William Lipsie, Robert Leiber, Lew Lefton, Milt
Lefton, Godfrey Lefton, Dick Lange, W. A. Lowe,
George Lefko, Chris Lambropoulos, John Lambropoulos, Rodger Lidstone, C. J. Latta, R. D. Marks,
John J. Maloney, John T. McGreevey, Art Morrone, M. McKnight, Joseph Misrach, Jack Mapel,
A. D. Mayer, A. W. McCormick, Charles Mergen,
James
Madden,
N. A.
Malanos, A. Mungello,
Theodore Mikalowsky, Dave
Miller, Carl Miller,
Mike Manos, Sam
Neaman,
James
Nash, George
Otte, John Osborne, Lou Padolf, Frank Panoplos,
Saul Perilman, G. W. Purcell, Larry Puglia, S. A.
Peters, Bob Post, John Perry, Peter Profili, B. H.
Potts, Dick Palmer, Pete Quiter.
M. A. Rosenberg, Sam
Reichblum, Max
Reichblum, Leon Reichblum, J. W. Ray, Abe Rothenstein, Harry
Rees, Dr. Phillip Rosenthal, Dave
Rosenfeld, Jack Rosenfeld, Jack Rothman,
James
Retter, Pete Rosian, J. M. Reich, Morris Roth,
William Satori, Harry Seed, Ed Stuve, Mr. Smally, Tony Stern, M. N. Shapiro, Benjamin
Steerman, Milt Samuels, Max Shulgold, Ben Shanblatt,
M. E. Sperling, Herman
Stahl, Harry Stahl, John
Stahl

sr., Dave Silverman, Jake Silverman, William Scott, Dr. Thomas
Schubb, M. Shapera, M.
Sussman, Abe
Steinberg, Sam
Steinberg, Mannie
Steinberg, Leon Tolochko, E. S. Thorpe, Walter
Urling, Lou Vogel, Chris Velas and guest; Tony
Vincent, Kivie Wolfe, Jerry Wechsler, Abe Weiner,
Victor Weschler,
ler, A. P. Way,

W. J. Walker,
John Walsh.

Hyman

M.

Whee-

Universal's New Lineup
Engenders Enthusiasm
Cleveland — Joseph

branch

Kauffman,

Universal

manager, returned from the Universal regional convention in Cincinnati

completely sold on the idea that his company will have the finest lineup of product of any in the industry during the
1939-40 season.
Available

for

spring

and

lease are such productions
Never Sets” with Douglas

summer

re-

as ‘‘The Sun
Fairbanks jr.

and Basil Rathbone; "Modern Cinderella,”
a John Stahl production with Irene Dunne
and Charles Boyer; “First Love,”
Deanna Durbin; “I Stole a Million,”
George

The

Cleveland

force,

seated:

Pete

Rosian,

special

representative;

J.

R.

Kauffman, manager; George Rosenbaum, and Joe Krenitz, salesmen. Standing: W. L. Sincere and J. W. Frew, salesmen, and A. W. Young, office
manager. Center: The Pittsburgh crew: Lou Hess and Si Feld, salesmen;
Fred Guehl, booker; William Satori, salesman, and Jules Lapidus, manager.
Bottom:

George

And

the

Gomersall,

home

team,

salesmen,

Cincinnati:

and

Harry

F. Schreiber,

Young,

Jerry

Marks

and

Victor McLaglen

Will Rogers Drive Finds
Cleveland Responsive

and

booker.

Cleveland — Exhibitors

Cleveland

200 Friends Fete
Joe Kauffman
Pittsburgh — Around

200

O’Toole, imitator, Florence Morse, the
Zeron Twins and other acts. Special
favors, cigarette holders, were distributed
with the compliments of Metro Premium Co.
David Miller, Universal district manager, and Jules Lapidus, new local branch
manager for the company, were in attendance.

friends

paid

tribute to Joseph R. Kauffman at a banquet Monday evening in the Gold Room
of the Roosevelt Hotel. The honor guest,
who has been transferred by Universal
from the local office to the Cleveland
branch

as manager,

was

presented

with

a

fine wrist watch which was properly engraved as a reminder of the occasion. All
present signed an autograph book for the
film man who has been well known in
this territory for a decade.
Walter
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Framer was in charge of the entertainment program, presenting Ollie

Among those present at the Joseph
Kauffman testimonial banquet were:

R.

Ben Amdur, Sam Amidur, James H. Alexander,
Aronson. Earl Avonson, G. Angeli, C. A. Anderson, Paul Ayers, Burt Bishop jr., Ben Blowarsky, Andy
Battiston, Ed
Beedle, Dave
Brown,
Ken Blakely, Charles R. Blatt, Mark Browar, E.
S. Bigelow, Ira H. Cohn, George W. Collins, Robert Caskey, Mr. Cupler, Harry
Cohen, Glenn
Caruthers, Nick
Dipson
and
six guests; Bart
Dattola, Danny
Davis, C. A. Dickinson, Robert
Dunbar, Charles Dortic, I. Elmer
Ecker, M. S.
England,
Arthur
England,
George
Elmo,
Dr.
Harry Epstein, Si Feld, Ben
Friedland, Harry
Feinstein, Harry Feldman, Sam Fleishman, Harry
Fleishman. Archie Fineman, Dave Fineman, Chas.
Frock, Samuel Fineberg, Morris Franklinger, Milt
S.

Frankel,

Andy

Gibson,

Francis

Guehl,

Saal

in “Ex-

This line-up of pictures, some of which
are completed and some now in producChamp.”
tion, are designed to put to rest the old
alibi of poor business in the summertime,
according to Manager Kauffman.

At the "U" Cincinnati Meeting —
Top:

Raft

with
with

Gott-

area

in

the

Greater

are giving the Will Rogers

Hospital

Memorial Drive the greatest cooperation in its history. Chairman Frank
Drew states that practically every theatre
in this area is running the Rogers reel and
taking up a collection. Exhibitors in the
territory also are giving outstanding supIn Cleveland, Loew’s State Theatre is
having the collection taken by members
port.the Junior League.
of

Remodel

at Cheboygan

Detroit — Plans

for

a complete

new

front

for the Kingston Theatre at Cheboygan,
Mich., are now being prepared by Bennett
& Straight, Detroit architects.

Buy

Sullivan

Hollywood — Warner

Sullivan’s Hollywood”
two-reel subject.
BOXOFFICE

Story

has

purchased

to be made

::

April

“Ed

into a

29, 1939

KENTUCKY
THIRTY

years

ago M. Switow,

founder

was

of

11 the

extensive Switow theatrical enterprises, first ventured into the business at
Shelbyville, Ind., with the purchase of the
old Crystal Theatre. Today the Modern
Amusement Co., parent organization of
the firm, which operates theatres in Kentucky and southern Indiana, stands as the
fruit of that venture. Now the Switows
are going back to Shelbyville again — as
owners of the new Ritz Theatre, which
opened its doors the first of this year.
Harry Switow announced that the firm
will take over the reins there May 15, and
that it has given his dad much
tion to get back to the starting

satisfacpoint.

referred to committee
peared again.

and has not ap-

The

Kentucky State Highway Patrol is
planning to use films in national traffic
safety demonstrations ... A young woman,
blonde and pretty, attempted to hold up
two women with a toy pistol in the lobby
of the Columbia Theatre at Paducah, Ky.,
last week. Nabbed in the act, she was held
in the office of Manager Harry Moore
until police arrived and took her in custody. Indicted speedily when she refused
to answer authorities on personal history,
she pleaded guilty to a count of robbery
and was sentenced to ten years in prison.
“The

Movies Discover America,” an editorial written in the Courier- Journal by

every respect. With this transaction, Richard Chichester , manager of one of the

Boyd Martin, that newspaper’s dramatic
critic, attracted wide attention. In effect,
it said that the motion picture industry
is just beginning to awaken to the fact
that Hollywood formerly knew so little of
what was going on in the other states that
they overlooked vital themes of American
history which lay all around them. He

Switows’ theatres at Seymour, Ind., will
move on to Shelbyville to take over the
Ritz.

pointed to such recent hits as “Jesse
James” and “ Dodge City” as evidence of
the new trend.

The Ritz was owned by Nate Kaufmann,
widely known in the Hoosier state as a
basketball official, and Max Stahl. It is
a 100-seater and is thoroughly modern in

Talent scouts for 20th Century-Pox were
reported nosing about the city last week.
. . . A. H. Robinson, manager of Majestic
at Springfield, Ky„ was in the city to see
the Falls City Theatre Equipment people
...

A

real estate enterprise under consideration at St. Matthews, suburb of

Louisville, calls for erection of a small theatre . . . New sound equipment, a screen
and other mechanical apparatus has been
installed in the New Manchester Theatre
at Manchester, Ky.

the

courtesy

a recent swing through the coal mining districts of eastern Kentucky, W. E.
Carrell, Falls City Theatre Equipment Co.
executive, found a number of theatres shut
up tight because of strikes in the coal fields
. . . The Eminence, new theatre at Eminence, Ky., opened for business last week.
Manager is A. N. Miles . . . New • sound
equipment has been installed in the Dixie
at Williamsburg , Ky., by the Falls City
concern. The manager there is Foster Lane.
New blower systems have been installed
in the Alhambra Theatre at Rockport, Ind.,
and the Storm Theatre at Oakland City,
Ind., managed, respectively, by H. L. Hargis
and

E. Geisse . . . Fire recently did several thousand dollars damage to the Opera

House, old-time theatre at New Albany,
Ind. Erected three-quarters of a century
ago, the building was a landmark there
. . . John Hauenschild jr., assistant to
Manager Hod Wagner of the Majestic and
little theatres at Seymour, Ind., and Miss
Dorothy Kutchback were wed recently at
North Yernon, Ind. . . . Stage drapes have
been ordered for the Griffith Theatre at
LaGrange, Ky., home of the retired film
magnate, D. W. Griffith.
Guy

Craig, Indianapolis
change manager, flew down

Columbia
the other

exday

with H. C. Kaufman, of Columbia’s home
office, Kaufman flew on to Atlanta, Ga.
. . . An ordinance sponsored by local theatre men to make the traveling shows pay
a heavy price if they want to compete here
apparently has gone begging. It was introduced to the city council several weeks ago.
BOXOFFICE

Maury White and Nick Shafer’s booking
combine has signed up Sam Lee for Winchester and Frankfort.
Vaudeville and films may be the autumn policy of RKO Albee, No. 1, downtown theatre . . . Warner Club presented
H. Bugie, who resigned recently as city
salesman, a handsome pen and pencil set.
United Artists is celebrating its 20th
anniversary. A testimonial, consisting of
endorsements from exhibitors throughout
the territory, is underway . . . Sam Galanty, Columbia’s district manager, is here.
The local sales force galloped in second
in the national Personnel Achievement
Campaign.
Grant Theatre, Georgetown, Ohio, a
new house, will open May 1, with J. H.
Davidson at the helm . . . Robert Wilson

Mining

of Nat

Wolf, Warner zone manager, local Jewish
refugees were entertained with a program
of American travel pictures in the Warner
screen room, followed by a reception and
tea in the Warner clubrooms. Mr. Wolf
assembled the travel pictures, designed to
show the newcomers the beauty spots of
the

On

booker and buyer for
FRISZ,is former
J^AY
Schine,
coming here to join the
Mooney-Bugie Cooperative booking combine, soon to open offices here. The coop recently signed the Elliott Ward circuit.

is opening the
Main, W. Va.

Nat Woli Hosts Refugees
At Travelogue Showing
Cleveland — Through

CINCINNATI

United States. The reels were donated by the exchanges and the motion
picture operators offered their services
without charge. The Warner Club room
facilities were turned over to the refugee
committee of the Council of Jewish Women sponsoring monthly entertainments for
the refugees. About 70 women attended.

Main,

town

a

theatres

new

theatre

continue

at

to fold

due to the long- ■drawn-out strike in Kentucky and West Virginia coal fields, where
no settlement is in sight . . . Big Features
has arranged to
roadshow “Picture Brides”
and has taken over distribution of Red
Cross subjects,
to be given to exhibitors
gratis.
Lee Goldberg has returned from Cleveland where he installed Carl Scheuch and
Bernie Rubin at the helm of the newlyopened Big Features office. Goldberg also
took time off to meet old acquaintances,
including Col. Nat Wolf, former zone manager for Warner’s, and Col. Harry Long
of Loeiv’s, whom he hadn’t seen for 11
years.

Independent

Film Service

IsCleveland
Exclusively
Lande's
— Harry A. Lande now
sole control

of Independent

Film

is in

Service,

Film

Bldg. Nate Gerson, formerly associated with Lande in the operation of the
exchange, has severed his connections.
Lande is now concentrating on booking
the Louis-Roper
territory.

2-reeler

throughout

the

Emil George
and installing

is building a new front
a new marquee on his

Brown

Wapakoneta

Theatre,

. . . Public-

ity Shooter Gregg was here for Republic’s
“Man of Conquest,” which opened at the
Shubert April 21. Gregg put on an intensive campaign in schools and colleges
including a special preview
nent educators.
Rudy
is back

for 20 promi-

Knoepfle, Republic representative,
on the job after six weeks of hospitalization nursing a fractured jaw. All of
(Continued on page 98)

Lead in Industrial Film
Detroit — Detroit

now

leads

the

coun-

try in industrial film production, F. W.
Noyes, personnel director of the Jam
Handy Picture Service, Inc., told the Detroit Board of Commerce. His firm now
employs 650 persons.

Now

An Office

in Cleveland

Hollywood Advertising Co.
FLAGS
402

- BANNERS
Film

- VALANCES

BWlgf.— PRospect
At SUNSHINE

4583

Another

Action

Winner

“Crashing Thru Danger”
— with —

"Big

Boy"

Williams, Ray
Sally Blaine

Walker

and

“Colorful Meller Filled with Thrills and
has Unusual Theme of Trouble-Shooters at Work"— THE FILM DAILY.

Big Feature Rights
Exchanges/ Inc.
Cleveland

-

Cincinnati

-

Indianapolis

:: April 29, 1939
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Detroit Film Bowlers
Elect Pollard Head
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MAX HEINE, who has been in Texas
for some time on film business, is expected to return to his home in Detroit
soon. May re-enter the business here . . .
Eddie Pascoe, exhibitor, is in an optimistic frame of mind about business these
days . . . Cooperative Theatres’ directors
held their regular board meeting last
Wednesday.
William J. Schulte, busy redecorating
his Coldivater Theatre, has not yet selected
a name lor his new house, under construction in Center Line . . . Eugene D. Straight,
theatrical architect, was away on a trip
to Houghton, in the Upper Peninsula, last
week.
Paul Schlossman, western Michigan circuit owner, swore out a warrant for Lawrence Rasmussen, former manager of his
Grand Theatre at Grand Haven, who disappeared April 11. Charge is embezzlement of $1,000 . . . Alex Schreiber should
be added to the list of filmdom’s camera
addicts . . . Construction of John Vlochos’
new theatre at Flat Rock recalls the days
of George Bunte’s 220-seat Regent there.
It became an indoor golf course in 1931.
Cameron B. Walker, who is establishing
the American Film Industries Co. here,
was away on a trip to upstate cities this
week.
S. K. Decker, former Monogram chief
here, has returned to Hollywood after a
brief trip to New York . . . Suggested name
for the softball film team — the Softies.
Carl Schroeder, 63, secretary and vicepresident of the Majestic Theatre, Wyandotte, for many years, and its active manager for a decade prior to 1929, was
buried Tuesday in Woodmere Cemetery.
His widow and four children survive.
J. Ollie Brooks has decided to postpone
his convalescence vacation until July 2,
when he will go up north fishing.
William H. Robinson — son of Harold C.
— is another addition to the ranks of camera addicts . . . Eddie Murphy is finding it
like old times again — out on the road most
of the week; this time it’s for Mutual
Theatres, though . . . Sam Brovm expected back from Mayo Hospital, Rochester,
Minn., this week; his father is reported
doing fine there.
Lester Sturm, 20th-Fox manager, was
out of town the first of the week . . . W.
Benjamin,

pausing

in the

rush

for Grand National again . . . Flint’s new
theatre construction is reported under
way.
Mrs. Cully Buermele has two talented
nieces, Maryln and Joanne McArthey (yep,
that’s Scotch), who gave a fine acrobatic
act at Variety Saturday night . . . Jack
Dickstein finally woii the Battle of Salami.
Col. Mac McCoy nearly abandoned his
car and took to a horse on the clay roads
encountered upstate this week . . . Anne
O’Donnell, the Colleen of Filmrow, says
she’s feeling Swedish instead now . . .

office,
lately.

J. H. Menthner, owner of a grocery at
Beaverton, Mich., is starting to build a
new theatre there. Town has not had a
regular house in some years . . . The Film
baseball team started spring practice
Wednesday at the school field at 21 st and
Porter Streets.
Lou Greenley and lady are busy furnishing their new home at 17560 Cherrylawn
Avenue; at home weekends . . . Seen Jim
West’s new brown fedora? Picture business must be good . . . Sergeant Charles
Snyder had a special sign made by Hal
Burriss this week. The Sergeant also figured in the papers in capturing a reckless
driver Friday.
Hal

Burriss

decided

to go

home

early

Saturday night — but his artist’s soul just
wouldn’t let him stay away from those
drums . . . Max Blumenthal had a lively
visitor Saturday, but passed him off to
Bill Flemion . . . Vitagraph offices are
being remodeled, providing clear glass partitions instead of frosted to put the salesmen on display.
A lady friend told Ed Kirchner she saw
Bill Hurlbut and a very old man who must
be his father at the opening ball game. We
find the “father” was Harlan Starr, who
has long claimed to be a month younger
than Kirchner.
Varieteers

will all be out in their formats

tonight. Ralph Ruben says he’ll rent one
. . . Frank Krueger will remain on as
manager of the Punch and Judy Theatre,
newly acquired by the Goldberg twins.
William A. London and Harold Smilay
of Associated have both returned from
their Florida vacations . . . Charles Perry
has a double of the same name, we found
this week — the other C. P. is with the
Aldine Theatre at Philadelphia . . . The
Belinsky twins, Max and Lou, announce
twins arriving to Booker Herman Zold.
(How did they know so soon?)
Lou

Ostrow,

producer

of

the

Hardy

series, had a red face this week when Detroit fans found a real boner in the Detroit-located “Hardys Ride High’’ — bells
for traffic control — there ain’t no sech
animals here . . . Fred J. Cassin has returned, after three years, as special representative with Theatrical Advertising

of busi-

ness— and he’s been making plenty of upstate trips — is enthusing over prospects
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Sylvia Shiftman, of W. R. Stebbins’
is very preoccupied on Cass Ave.
There’s a reason.

Company — He’s been
Parker in between.

with

the

Highland

Eddie Pascoe is the proud owner of the
White Star, not the Slepskis any more.
Our apologies . . . The ten-gallon hat seen
around Filmrow Saturday belonged to
either some western star or a Hamtramck
exhibitor, the local denizens concluded . . .
Charles A. Garner, recovered from his
cold, says he hopes he gets a big obit.
Irving

Belinsky

has

added

chef-fing

to

his accomplishments. He’s also learning
to shave instead of carve . . . Azel says
he’s jealous of Gunga Din . . .
(Continued on page 98)

Joseph

Detroit — The election of Irving Pollard
of Republic as president of the Detroit
film bowling league for 1939-40 resulted
from the annual banquet and business
meeting at the Detroit-Leland Hotel here.
Jack Saxe, Monogram, is first vicepresident; Art Knapp, 20th Century-Fox,
second vice-president; Sam Merson, Detroit Blue Print & Supply Co., secretary,
and Barney Adair, treasurer.
Prizes were presented for
1938-39 season, as follows:
Jack Cohen trophy to Irving

all

winners

Belinsky,

of

sponsor

the
of

the winning team, Film Drugs; engraved Eversharp pencils, donated by the League, and $5.00
each in cash was presented to each member
of
the winning team; special prize to winning team,
donated by Harold Robinson, $25.00.
Team
$46.40;

cash prizes: Film Drugs, $52.00; Amusement Supply Co., $55.40; Cooperative Theatres,
Monogram
Pictures, $45.60; Film Truck

Service, $44.00; 20th Century-Fox, $49.00; Republic Pictures, $58.20; United Artists, $31.20.
Special prize for individual high: Barney Adair,
Individual prizes, in order listed in each class,
$25.00. games; Susami, trophy; Jones, $5.00.
three
One game: Susami, trophy; Pavella, $5.00.
Class A: Adair, trophy; Pollard. $5.00; Susami,
$4.00; Metzger, $3.00; Rupert, $2.00.
Class B: Holmes, trophy; Goryl, $5.00; Knapp,
$4.00; Decker, $3.00; Misch, $2.00.
Class C: S. Malinowski, trophy; Loye, $5.00;
Cloud, $4.00; Boyer, $3.00; Blumenthal, $2.00.
Class D:
Thompson,
trophy; Rubin,
$5.00;
Sturgess, $4.00; Seplowin, $3.00; Conover, $2.00.
Following the banquet, the entire party adjourned for card and other games, and refreshments, lasting until “the small hours.”

Detroit
Operators'
Club
Holds Annual
Election
Detroit — The

Screen

Craft

Club, whose

membership is composed of motion picture operators, held its annual election
of officers on Wednesday evening. M. B.
Coulton, Norwood Theatre, was made president; Sol Conn, National Theatre, vicepresident; N. Goldstaff, Graystone Theatre, financial secretary and treasurer, and
retary.
Don Karo, Chopin Theatre, recording secIt was voted that the entire fund
treasury, provided for the expenses

in the
of the

annual banquet of the club and amounting to over $300, be used as a refugee
fund instead.

Individual Amplifiers
For Drive-In Theatre
Detroit — The Drive-In Theatre, slated
to be reopened by Phil Smith in about
two weeks, is installing new individual
amplifiers for each car position in the
“house,” a total of 400. This is expected
to eliminate the use of the large loud
speakers whose noise caused complaint
from residents of the neighborhood last
season. Cost of the installation is about
$10,000.

Industry Loses a Veteran
InDetroit
Louis— Myll's
Death
Louis Myll,
veteran

motion
picture figure, died at his home here
April 20. Myll, who about four years ago
became manager of the Showboat and
Cocoanut Grove successively at Eastwood
Park here, was with Pathe in the early
days, working as an assistant producer. He
is survived by his wife, the former Alma
Hanlon, silent screen star.
BOXOFFICE
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CJPEER MAROUSIS, well-liked exhibitor
at New Castle, has returned to his
home from a hospital there, after having
suffered a broken leg several weeks ago.
He

was

struck

by a

hit-run

driver.

All

Speer’s friends are hoping that he won’t
be tied up too long and are glad that his
injuries
a note
back in
ers are

were not more serious . . . Here’s
for old-timers: Milt Crandall is
Pittsburgh . . . Variety Club Barkinvited to attend the May 3 en-

Aspinwall.

tertainment at the

Veterans’

Leon G. Turrou, former
in advance of the opening

Hospital,

G-man, here
of First Na-

tiorial’s “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” which
is based on materials gathered by him,
will be the guest of honor and speaker at
a luncheon meeting May 1 of the InterClub Council of Pittsburgh in the William
Penn Hotel . . . Nate Lazier reports that
his

Berio candy vending machine business at theatres is good mid will continue

so, if the various Pennsylvania legislative tax acts are not passed . . . George
Lefko, RKO manager, who is being transferred from Pittsburgh, had not announced his new post with the company at press
time.
Don D’Carlo, Filmrow theatrical booker,
will furnish the complete show for the
annual entertainment sponsored by the
Fraternal Order of Police at the William
Penn

Hotel, May 3 . . . A1 Weiss, McKeesport showman, is at Kahler Hotel, Rochester, Minn., following an operation performed in that city . . . Samuel R. La

Rosa jr„ who has been exploiting “Little
Flower” is now operating his own ballyhoo
truck and is working outdoor exploitation
for “High School Girl,” which is distributed by Monarch . . . Ralph Craig came
in from Huntingdon to substitute for H. A.
Doman, Harris DuBois manager, who is
undergoing an appendix operation at a
Pittsburgh hospital . . . Stage shows will
be returned to the Stanley within a few
weeks. Harry M. Kalmine, WB zone manager, was in New York this week booking
the best of available stage attractions . . .
Hoot Gibson will be around soon with the
Russell Bros. Circus.
Mike Karolcik, Perryopolis exhibitor,
lost his new Easter hat when a heavy wind
lifted it from his head as he emerged from
one

of the Filmrow

exchanges.

It disap-

peared so quickly that he didn’t even see
it in the air. As we announced some weeks
ago Mike will be a candidate for re-election as a Fayette county commissioner . . .
Mrs. A. Mitchell Palmer, who lost her
$4,500 -a-year job as chairman of the
Pennsylvania Board of Censors, is now
engaged by Mrs. Evalyn Walsh McLean,
of Hope Diamond fame, as a companion
to her children. Mrs. Edna R. Carroll,
4904 Roosevelt Blvd., Philadelphia, who
was named by Gov. Arthur H. James as
successor to Mrs. Palmer, has been rejected
by the senate and the matter is now before the committee on executive nominations.

in a three-week contest for total pins in
nine games, the former outfit having a
lead of 258 pins following the initial meeting. Bowling league season of Local 171
winds
Wife

up soon and the members will celebrate at a banquet in the east end . . .
of John Nickel, projectionist at a

Squirrel Hill theatre and formerly engaged as a Filmrow pi’ojectionist, was tortured by two thugs who invaded the Nickel
home on the North Side early last Saturday morning. Demanding money, the
holdup men slapped and pinched her and
one of the bandits, who later made away
with a quarter, burned her hand with a
lighted match, finally leaving her tied in
a chair . . . Several dozen of the local
film men are in Detroit attending the
national convention of the Variety Clubs
of America; it is expected that John H.
Harris will be renamed as national chief
barker.
Let's give a big hand to Harry Hendel
who was responsible for that grand testimonial to Joseph R. Kauffman. Harry did
a fine job and the tribute was for a fine
guy. Thanks are also due C. C. Kellenberg,
treasurer . . . Bob Freeman was in Detroit
this week to get a look at the new Brenkert projector . . . Archie Fineman took
his ailing father to Atlantic City this week
. . . Jimmy Retter, California, Pa., exhibitor, recently returned from Los Angeles,
brings greetings from Abe Schnitzer, vet
local fihn man who now costumes the
screen

artists, and from
berger, former local Metro

Harold Weinbooker, who is

now

ivorking on productions for the company studios . . . Ben Stahl, formerly of
Universal exchange, shoived up this week
from Cleveland. . . Mrs. M. N. Shapiro
accompanied the local Variety Club dough
guy to Detroit where he is attending the
club’s national convention.
of

Sympathy to Gus Vaveris on the death
his older brother, Charles, formerly

connected with the A. N. Notopoulos theatres at Altoona and Johnstown . . . Charles
Kosco, Columbia sales representative, and
brother Joe, Brockway, Pa., exhibitor, were

BOWLING
Pittsburgh — Final

standing
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the

Film-

Bowling League showed New Universal running away with the field for the
second consecutive year. In second place
and nine games behind the league leaders
was the Superior team. Republic finished
third, nosing out Monarch by one game.
Columbia, in the last stretch, jumped into
fifth place over Paramount. S. Perilman
of Superior copped the final week’s $1
award for high score, turning in a 165
game.
Here’s

the way

they finished:
Lost

Universal
Superior
Republic
Monarch
Paramount

Bowling team of the IATSE Local 171
of Pittsburgh, captained by John Lengyel,
and Local 444 of New Kensington, captained by Blacky Bordonaro, are engaged

of

row

20th-Fox
Complete

Won
65
56

19

4K
47
39
37
25

47
36
37
45
2K

at Annapolis, Md., the other day to attend the wedding of their brother Lieut.
George Kosco of the U. S. Navy. Charlie
was best man. The Kosco parents were
in attendance with their seven daughters,
one coming from South America for the
wedding and reunion . . . Bill Lipsie and
family returned recently from a Florida
vacation . . . When “Uncle” Ben Browarsky and M. N. Shapiro vacationed at Hot
Springs, the former served
companion and banker.

Abe Weiner, UA manager, and Harry
Rees, Jimmy Nash and Bill Scott, sales
representatives, depart next Wednesday
for their sales convention in Los Angeles.
Paramount’s “Union Pacific” special train,
with Joel McCrea, Barbara Stanwyck and
other stars of the film, together with Cecil
B. DeMille, producer, is expected to pull
into Pittsburgh May 10; the picture is to
open at Loew’s Penn on May 12 . . . With
stage shows discontinued for several weeks,
Dave

Broudy,

resume

will

be

published
league
13.

Stanley

orchestra

conduc-

tor, is vacationing in Florida . . . MPTO’s
Fred Herrington was attending Harrisburg
legislative sessions this week (as usual).
E. J. Moriarty, Loew’s office manager;
John Zomnir, chief booker, and Earl
Super, in charge of checking, are attending a convention of M-G-M office representatives at Washington, D. C., April 29
and

30 . . . Ira H. Cohn, 20th-Fox manager, who has “gone” for photography in
a big way during the past year, was honored by the acceptance of five of his
photos in the second annual exhibition of
news and pictorial photography for the
gallery at Kent State University, Kent,
Ohio. Nice going for a fellow who has
found a new hobby . . . Sympathy to Nick
Dipson, circuit operator, whose brother,
George, died in Greece.
Sam Hyman, former New Kensington
exhibitor, is remodeling the Saybrook
Apartments, in the Oakland district,
which he purchased recently. A number
of the Filmrow folks reside at the Saybrook . . . Alfred “Freddie” Steinberg, son
of Mannie Steinberg, Herron Avenue exhibitor, was painfully injured when run
down by an automobile near his home
. . . Sympathy to Helen Gajer, assistant
to John Mayer at the M-G-M
exchange,
whose mother died last week . . . Julie
Apel, who has been missing from the National Theatre Supply office, has been
under

observation at a local hospital. Except for her vacations, this is the first
time she has been absent from work in
18 years

with NTS.

C. C. Kellenberg of 20th-Fox is chairman of the committee on arrangements
for Americanization Day, May 1. Variety
Post of the American Legion has set back
its regular meeting from May 1 to May 8
because of Pittsburgh’s first annual
Americanization Day, according to Commander Harry M. Kalmine . . . One
( Continued on next page)

hun-

59

. .

week.
Eighth annual banquet of the
be held at the Carlisle Club, May

as the latter’s

next
65
will

FOR
COMPLETE
GRAND

SALE

LIPMAN
SOUND
Reasonable.
THEATRE,

EQUIPMENT

McDonald,

Pa.

Pittsburgh Barkers Map
Active Month of May
Pittsburgh — Before departing for Detroit for the national convention of the
Variety Clubs of America, Chief Barker
Ira H. Cohn of Tent No. 1 announced the
local activities for May.
Family Night Party hosts and hostesses
have been scheduled as follows: May 5,
Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Armstrong; May 12,
John S. Stahl jr.; May 19, Mr. and Mrs.
L. J. Katz; May 26, Mr. and Mrs. Saal
Gottlieb.
Kings for the regular Monday dinners
are: May 1, Buck Gelder; May 8. Tony
Stem: May 15, Ike Browarsky; May 22, I.
Elmer Eeker; May 29, John T. McGreevey.

Alternates Named
For Convention
Pittsburgh — M. A. Rosenberg, president of the MPTO
of W. Pa., Inc., and
David Leff, Bloomfield exhibitor, were
named as local Variety Club delegates to
the

national Variety convention at Detroit, replacing M. J. Gallagher and Ray
Downey, who were unable to attend.

Probe a Cash Game
Insurance Scheme
Harrisburg — Pennsylvania state insurance department is investigating charges
that “insurance lottery” tickets are being
sold in Washington county in connection
with theatre Bank Nights. Rep. Russell
E. Reese <D>, Fredericktown, who has
introduced an act (H-753) to ban Bank
Nights, charged that duplicate lottery
tickets are sold on a house-to-house basis,
the payoff of prizes being dependent on
the time a Bank Night prize was awarded
at a particular theatre. The Pittsburgh
state insurance office was instructed by
Matthew H. Taggart, insurance commissioner, to investigate the charges of the
legislator. Reese stated that the houseto-house solicitors sold what they called
“award insurance” on theatre Bank Night
prizes, offering prizes to lottery holders,
whether or not they were eligible for the
theatre prizes, which are paid only if the
winner is in the audience.

PITTSBURGH

Stephen Lang Speeds New
Whitesville Theatre
Whitesville, W. Va. — New theatre under construction here will cost approximately $25,000, according to Stephen Lang,
of Whitesville, owner. Brick work has
been completed and the architect has
been taking bids on air conditioning and
heating system. The new Boone county
theatre

building is a one-story brick construction, base being 92x35 feet. A store
room is included in the plans. Front will
be of porcelain enamel. Architect for the
house is G. W. Schofield of Charleston,
W. Va.

DETROIT
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Simon
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got a seco?id radio gratis from
linsky, Saturday — what’s

Chelsea,

Mich.,

Be-

the secret?

is the scene

of a newly

reported theatre deal; details not yet available . . . Clive Waxman, office manager
for RKO, will become state salesman for
Monogram Pictures on Monday, Manager
Harlan Starr discloses. Bill Hurlburt,
George Custer and
tend the Monogram

Lou Greenley will atsales meet at Chicago,

May 4-6, in addition
man.
J. O.
the

Brooks,

back

to Starr
at

his

and
desk

Waxfrom

hospital,

is postponing his convalescence-vacation till later . . . He immediately designed a snappy new letterhead
exclusively for news releases, that is an

eye-catcher

on

any

from

preceding

page)

and thirty friends of Jules Lapidus
on hand for his Family Night Party

at the Variety Club. The Universal manager and Mrs. Lapidus spent a busy evening greeting all who presented themselves and seeing that they were comfortable, refreshed and entertained . . . Fred
J. Herrington, MPTO
secretary, has been
spending most of his time in Harrisburg
this month. Those few days he is back
at the office (the latter part of the week)
he may be found reading new legislative
acts and laws.
E. B. Morton has added a dozen pipes to
his collection since the first of the year
. . . Herb Lipman installed new machinery
at his Filmrow manufacturing plant last
week . . . Andy Scharick, home office
representative of Universal, was a visitor
the other day . . . Bert M. Stern, U A district manager, and Edgar Moss, 20th-Fox
district manager, were here last week . . .
With Paderewski scheduled to give his
farewell concert here May 6 in the Syria
Mosque, Gabe Rubin has recalled the
Paderewski picture “Moonlight Sonata,”
for his Art Cinema. This picture, produced
in England, holds the house record for
Rubin, and to please all music lovers he is
presenting its return engage?nent with the
Fre7ich production, “Life and Loves of
Beethoven.” This is the greatest double
screen performance of immortal music
ever offered, and our advice to one and all
is to attend the Art Cinema.

editorial desk.

William Deutsch, brother of Joan DeTuscan, fencing champion who lately appeared at the Fox, has invented a new
type razor he is starting to market, opening offices over in the Morgan Building.
His sister, incidentally, and her husband,
just completed an engagement at the
Palladium, London.

98

'Continued
dred
were

M.

Schmaltzbach, 20th-Fox’s representative who has been coming here for

years, is with us again and welcome too . . . Carl M. Sherkel of Houtzdale was a recent visitor . . . Lewis Miller,

New

Parkersburg

Planned

House

lor Loew's

Pittsburgh — A new theatre is being
planned for Parkersburg, W. Va., for which
the lessee is Loew’s Theatres, Inc., New
York, according to word received here this
week. Sketches have been completed but
a starting date for the announced project
is indefinite.
New theatre will be constructed of brick,
two stories and basement, the building to
include several store rooms. Site is on Market street. Seating capacity will be
around 3,000.
W. F. Miller of the Citizen’s National
Bank Bldg., Parkersburg, is the architect.
Owner’s name is not revealed.

Harris Circuit Quarters
In William Penn Hotel
Pittsburgh — Harris

Amusement

Com-

panies’ new office suite in the William
Penn Hotel, when completely remodeled
and ready for occupancy, will be the last
word in theatrical offices anywhere. Complete wing of the hotel on the third floor
is being modernized for the Harris offices. This suite comprises 24 rooms, each
with private bath. Leased for a period of
five years, the new headquarters will be
ready for opening within three weeks.
New screening room will seat upwards of
40. The Harris offices have been located
in the Clark Building for several years.

Interrante 20th-Fox's
Top-Rank Salesman
Pittsburgh — Austin Interrante is 20thFox’s No. 1 salesman in the U. S. and
Canada. George Moore, also working out
of the local branch exchange, is second
in the company standing. Two other
Pittsburghers are among the first ten in
the 20th-Fox field. They are E. S. Thorpe
and C. C. Kellenberg.

CINCINNATI
(Continued

from

page

95)

Rudy’s friends are glad to see him
Row again.
M-G-M
building

and
plans,

20th-Fox

are

anticipating

at the

scanning

new

offices

on Filmrow patterned after the new Warner Bros, building. The new buildings will
be in close proximity to present locations.
A. N. Miles visited on the Row. Miles
opened his new theatre at Eminence on the
12 th . . . Mrs. Dave Bernard of Jameston,
Ohio, also was a visitor as was Herb Byrd
of Dayton.
Universal’s Col. Paul Krieger left with
his daughter, Polly Lou, for Miami Beach,
where he will join his wife and son,
Gordon, who are there on a health trip.

many

manager of Leon Reichblum’s State Theatre, Wilkinsburg, underwent an emergency
operation at the Columbia Hospital last
week.

“Dodge City,” breaking house records,
was held over for a third week at the
Victory, Dayton. Also a holdover in Cincy
. . . “The Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle” is proving very popular and is a
holdover in its third week.
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Boston Cinema

Club Loses

Harry Martin as President
Boston — Harry Martin has resigned as
president of the Boston Cinema Club, the
withdrawal following the appointment of
the former Universal office manager to
the position of city salesman for that distributor. Membership of the Cinema Club
is composed of exchange and circuit office
managers and bookers. Local salesmen
have a fraternity of their own.
William Cuddy, RKO booker, is acting
president of the Cinema Club until an
election can be held. Nominations are
scheduled to be made at a Hotel Bradford
meeting on May 8. Indications are that
Cuddy, who now is first vice-president of
the organization, will be installed permanently.
Martin, at a meeting last week, was
urged

to retain his membership, inasmuch as the new position will enable him
to be in Boston most of the time. He declined, however, as he had previously indictated to Boxoffice that he might.
Under organization by-laws, a
new
member must be elected to the executive
committee to bring that group up to seven
members. Present executive setup includes Officers William Cuddy, Tom Fermoyle of M&P; Harry Smith of RKO, and
Members Sam Berg of 20th-Fox; Charles
Repec of Metro, and Jerry Go van of M&P.
The membership of the Cinema Club includes representatives from Paramount,
20th-Fox, Loew’s, Inc., RKO,
Warner,
United Artists, Universal, Columbia, Western Massachusetts Theatres, Maine & New
Hampshire Theatres, M. A. Shea Enterprises, M&P, Ralph Snider Theatres, Interstate Theatres, Cameo, Monogram, Republic, Gordon -Lockwood, and TrailerMade.
Cinema Club members are:
Abraham
Barry, Louis Beckman,
Samuel Berg,
Max
Burlone, Jerry Callahan, Joseph Carroll,
William J. Cuddy,
Matt
Donohue,
Walter
G.
Dyer, Thomas
Farrell, Stanley A. Farrington,
Theodore Fleisher, T. F. Fermoyle, J. Warren
Gates, Walter C. Gillis, J. A. Glazier, G. N. Govan,
Henry
Greenberg, Eugene
J. Gross, David
W.
Grover, Larry Herman,
George Hershenson, Herbert Higgins, Seigfreid Horowitz, William
L.
Hughes, Nate Levin, Samuel Levine, George Levy,
Harry J. Martin, Cyril F. McGerigle, William P.
Murphy,
Nobert E. Murray, Nathan
Oberman,
Thomas
F. O’Brien, Charles Repec, John F. Rice,
Harry Schlar, Daniel Seletsky, John A. Shea, Walter Silverman, Harry P. Smith, A1 Wheeler, Frank
J. Wolf, Charles D. Wilson, Harold E. Young,
Bert Jacocks.

Millbury Theatre Permit
Contested by Turturro
Boston — Litigation looms in Millbury
where Dominic Turturro, who for years
operated the Town Hall, contends he was
assured by the Selectmen that no one
else would be allowed to come into the
town. Bernard Feldman, partner of Joe
Mathieu in Winchendon, has been granted
a permit to build in the locality.

Books Barthelmess
Boston — Harry

Segal

Film

of Imperial

Pic-

tures has booked “Spy of Napoleon,”
starring Richard Barthelmess, into the
Trans Lux for its Boston first-run. Also
new in the Imperial vaults, now on Melrose Street, is Jimmy Durante’s
Clyde’s “Forbidden Music.”
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: : April 29, 1939

and

NE

June

Maine Cleans Out
Her Dusty Laws
Portland, Me. — Two centuries-old statutes were erased in Maine when the
legislature passed and Gov. Lewis O. Barrows signed a bill allowing Sunday motion
picture shows, and another bill removing
the penalty against white men for sale
of fire-water to Indians. And theatre men
were

glad to note that while the poor Indian will have to pay a state tax in buying liquor, tickets to theatres Sundays will
not be additionally taxed.
The new law sanctions permanent Sunday shows only after the respective municipalities have acted favorably upon it. The
action must be taken in the form of a
referendum in each community. Between
the date the law becomes effective — July
23 — and the date of regular municipal
elections, municipal officers in each town
and city have the right to approve or
deny the holding of Sunday picture shows.
The

law was passed after a fight extending over several legislative sessions.

Attempts to tack on a five-cent tax on
each Sunday admission were defeated when
theatre men made it plain they preferred
no Sunday shows to that "dangerous precedent.” Now that Sunday shows are assured, Maine theatres are wondering just
what effect the new law will have on
week-day receipts.
The legislature, which adjourned April
21, was particularly good to Maine theatres
in other respects, for it rejected bills proposing a state lottery and pari-mutuel dogracing. A bill to have several holidays observed on Mondays to provide long weekends was defeated; but, with the passage
of the Sunday
much.

bill, theatre

man

didn’t care

First Place to Stoddard
In M&P

Circuit Drive

Boston — Chet Stoddard was the M&P
North Shore district manager to win the
recent Testimonial Drive sponsored by the
circuit personnel. A1 J. Moreau, head of
the northern New England district, was
the runnerup. William E. Spragg, South
Shore head, was third.
In launching the drive to mark the sixth
anniversary of M&P Theatres, the district
manager said: “In our own minds, we
know that no testimonial, no matter how
fine, would adequately pay tribute to the
courage and fineness of Martin Mullin
and Sam Pinanski. But, if we can demonstrate, in any way, just how great is our
esteem and admiration for them; if we
can show in a tangible and showmanly
manner just how deep is our love and respect for them; then we may feel that we
have expressed something we have held in
our

hearts

for a

Vaude

long time."

Back

at Manchester

Manchester, N. H. — Vaudeville has resumed, in addition to the regular film features, at the Strand here.

Documentarij Phase
Marks M&R Suit
Boston — A letter that Edward C. Grainger wrote in October of 1935, under a Fox
Film Corp. letterhead, to Tom
Bailey,
present

20th-Fox district manager occasioned the most interest during the latest
sessions of the Morse and Rothenberg trial,
marked primarily by the
documentary evidence.

introduction

of

Depositions for use in the anti-trust case
against major distributors and the Graphic
Circuit for Kenneth Gorham of Middlebury, Vt., occupied much of the time of
George S. Ryan, attorney for the plaintiff.
Highlights of the letter addressed to
Tom Bailey and signed by Edward C.
Grainger,
low:

which Ryan exhibited in developing the M&R monopoly charges, fol-

“ . . . I asked you to be sure and put in
a clause in that contract (with the Providence Metropolitan Theatre) to the effect
that we would cancel the contract if at
any time we felt the theatre was unfairly
competitive to any other theatre to whom
we were selling our product . . . attached is
a complaint from Ed Fay ... we certainly
get little enough out of our first run Providence account without trying to make it
worse, which I was convinced we were
trying to do if we sold the Metropolitan
Theatre two or three blocks away from
our first-run theatre . . . Please note the
orchestra price is 25 cents and the balcony 15 cents. You told me the price was
25 cents . . . Please be sure that you book
this theatre only one picture a week until
Mr. Clark returns.
$200,000 or $13,000
Referring to Shea and the situation in
Nashua, N. H. the letter had this to say:
“Personally, I think> we are better off
not selling second run in Nashua. I feel
that we get little enough revenue out of
Nashua as is evidenced by the fact that
in 1933-34 we received $8,865 ... I feel
that a town that gives us as little revenue
is not big enough to support two runs,
particularly when we feel that the first
run is giving us the most out of the town
that is possible to get.
“Mr. Shea told me when he took hold
of Nashua first run pictures were being
sold for 15 cents and 25 cents and that
he gradually got it up to a point where he
is charging 25 cents and 40 cents . . . Mr.
Shea takes the position that if we want
to sell this exhibitor in Nashua we can
sell him first run and he will cancel his
first-run contract, and it is up to us to
decide whether we prefer to do business
with Shea and not Morse, or whether we
prefer to do business with Morse and not
Shea . . . Mr. Shea gives us in excess of
$200,000 . . . Mr. Morse gives you $13,000.
“ . . . Please be sure that in Nashua
you serve no more pictures until I get a
decision from Clark . . .
Very truly yours,
E. C. GRAINGER.”

Hollywood
— rizin
Harold
g
Scena

Buchman
es"
"Dam

is scen-

arizing “Dames” for Universal.
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Record Increase in
Will Rogers Fund
Boston

—

Early

indications

indicated

that New England’s National Theatre
Week contributions to the Will Rogers
Fund will perhaps break earlier records
for the charity drive. Maurice N. Wolfe,
M-G-M district manager, aided by Branch
Manager John Dervin of UA, headed activities in this territory. Credited for giving the enterprise a final punch in theatres was the short, “For Auld Lang Syne”
which was available at National Screen
Service.

Want Veteran Hospital
Service Continued
Boston — Major Patrick F. Healey, state
film head and commander of the Theatrical Post of American Legion, has announced the organization is on record in
favor of passage of a legislative bill for
the continuance of the hospital service to
veterans at the John Adams Hospital at
Soldiers Home
in Chelsea. Governor
Leverett Saltonstall recently recommended
discontinuance of the institution as an
economy measure. Petitioned the film
district Post: “The motion picture industry, and other interested citizens in addition to the American Legion, appreciate
the value of this institution and contribute
extra and additional services willingly.
Curtailment of this service to physically
disabled veterans would be a hardship,
and the governor’s economy measures
could be better applied in other directions.”

Draws

Featured

Pact

Hollywood — A contract as a featured
player has been signed by Robert Paige
at Paramount.

Page

Bob

Boston — One may be a film critic for
ten dollars. The sawbuck is the charge
ior a course in dramatic criticism being
offered currently by the university extension division of the Massachusetts department of education. George Brinton Beal,
motion picture editor of the Boston Sunday
Post, tells how and why in no more than
fifteen lecture periods.
There are several kinds of criticisms, it
seems: objective and subjective, personal
and impersonal. Acting is both an art
and a business. The critic has a certain
relationship to the actor. There are standards of criticism. The theatre has a certain
place in the civic structure. Criticism
and theatrical reporting are two different
things. Film criticism even has a future,
but that’s not brought out until the final
lecture. Beal tells all at Harvard Hall for
a sawbuck.
Film men, prospective or actual, may
find certain interest in some of the other
courses being offered by the university
extension. There’s one cn personality in
retail selling which goes through a sale
from
what
and

"Approach, presentation, and close;
to do in each step; kinds of appeals
how

to use

them.”

There’s

another

Three " True Name" Bills
Fail in Massachusetts
Boston — The trio of so-called "True
Name” bills of Representative Francis X.
Coyne have been defeated in the Massachusetts legislature. Still recommitteed
at the time of going to press was a bill for
the compulsory installation of a safety
control device on projectors.
Wages

and

hours

proposals

abeyance. Also amorphous
tity of tax measures.

remained
were

in

a quan-

Benchley
on writing

advertising

copy.

Practical air-conditioning is one of the
courses in this particular branch which
includes a series of instruction on heating
and ventilating. One can even get to be a
detective, perhaps, by undergoing instruction in scientific crime detection.
Motion picture projection is being taught
by Louis Frey, southern New England
atreman, at a five dollar fee.

the-

“This course in motion picture projection
has been planned to aid those who have
some knowledge of motion picture work
to secure

an operator’s license,” it is described. “Subjects are: Wiring and uses
of the booth, machines, spotlight, rheostat, motor generator, mercury arc rectifier, compensator, economizer; rules and
regulations of a booth; operation of the
mechanism of the machine, including
sprockets, loops, intermittent movement,
automatic fire shutter, cam, lenses, takeup devices, upper and lower magazines,
timing

stereopticon;

motors;

and

photo-

graphic arcs.
Including instruction on rewinding and
patching films, the projection course is
complete except as to details on how graduates are to gain admission to local unions.

ddlePuboblroiciz"Finoog ls"
Wi
Mith
Boston — Publicity warfai’e is current in
Middleboro. Roy E. Heffner jr„ advertised
free coat hangers and cigarette lighters to
April 1 patrons of the Key. Wayne Crankshaw, manager of the Middleboro, stymied
the stunt by mailing out matches and
nails, together with the advice, “Here’s
your April Fool in advance. It won’t be
April Fool if you see ‘Cowboy and the
Lady’ at the Middleboro Theatre.”
The latest offensive was led by Heffner who advised potential patrons, “You
won’t go into a ‘Tailspin’ if you see ‘St.
Louis Blues’ at the Key Theatre.”

Lila Izen Seeks Damages
In Suit Over Collision
Boston — Lila Izen, Wholesome Film
Service executive long prominent in New
England film affairs, is the plaintiff in a
lawsuit for the collection of damages for
injuries she allegedly incurred in a recent automobile accident in Cambridge.
David Shapiro, her husband and business
associate, was uninjured in the mishap.
The driver of the colliding automobile was
fined

Universal in Cincinnati —
New Englanders present at the Universal regional sales meeting in Cincinnati.
First row: Harry Martin, salesman; J. Murphy, hooker; Francis Dervin and
Irving Shiftman, salesmen, all of Boston. Second row: W. P. Kelly, Boston
manager; A. J . Herman, district manager; Morris Joseph, New Haven manager, and, John Curran and Herman Konnis, Boston salesmen.

100

$100

last week

DiManno

for careless

Greenway's

Boston — Salvatore

DiManno

driving.

Aide

is now

as-

sistant manager and treasurer at Loew’s
State Theatre. Most recent Fred Greenway subordinates have been Jay Curley,
Walter

Murphy,

and

Vaughn
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B
business manaExhibitors, Inc.,

HOWARD,
J^RTHUgerRof theK. Independ
ent

spoke last week Friday before the Woodbourne Women’s Club at Forest Hills.
Harold
Boston.

Sachs,

Columbia

auditor,

Joe Longo, UA advance man out of Boston, went from Indianapolis to Buffalo on
Heights.”

H. M. Addison, Loew's divisional manager, left town last week on a business
loop after being detained here by a labor
commission meeting.
George

Kraska,

Fine

Arts operator,

has

again held “ Ballerina .” Both Kraska and
Sam Davidson, distributor, reported marked local interest in the national contest
on the film which involves a 1-month,
expense trip to Paris.

all-

Plans are in embryo for the annual
M&P home office outing which this year
will probably be held some time in June
at Plymouth.
Joe McConville , Columbia
in town last week.

executive,

was

Alvin Kenney of the Theatrical Post of
American Legion has been acting adjutant
during

the

past few meeting of the organization because of the enforced absence,
for business reasons, of Harry P. Smith,
RKO booker.
George
has been
operation

Markell, Hudson theatre man,
convalescing following a minor
at Beth Israel.

Louis Stern of Beaumont
selling for Ben Rogers.

Pictures

is now

William H. McLaughlin, Stoneham exhibitor, and Harry Aaronson, manager of
the Rialto in Scollay Square, were delegated by the Theatrical Post of American
Legion to act as officials during the running of the Boston Marathon.
Helen Morris of the M-G-M accounting
department and Gerald Swaebe, former
New England theatre owner and salesman,
are looking toward a honeymoon.
Fred Geisler plans to open
Boat in Auburn, Me., sometime
Roy
were
week.

the Show
in May.

E. Heffner of Bank Night and Specialty Pictures, and Mrs. Norine Heffner
in New York throughout most of last

Harry Asher has had
Street office remodeled

his 50 Piedmont
and redecorated.

AIR CONDITIONING?
Nothing Better — Nothing Cheaper
Than Well Water

I
102

ROBINSON

ARTESIAN
CO., INC.

WELL

EYNNEIELD
CENTER,
MASS.
Tel. Lynnfield Center 123

S

Asher
week.

was

T

in New

York

O

on

N

business

last

Martin

Sheridan,

due to hit Chicago

William Scully, Universal
a recent Boston visitor.

executive,

was

Monogram
next

month

publicist, is
in connec-

tion with the NBC “Inside Story” series.
Sheridan also plans to attend the Capitol
Publishers’ convention in New York.

is in

Louise Conley has returned as secretary
to M&P District Manager Frank McManus
after having a baby.

“Wuthering

O

William Riseman, partner of Alec Lercari in theatre decorating, returned here
last week from Newark where the two are
to rejuvenate the Cameo and American
for Harold Eskin.
Ed

Ducey

working

on

was

in Pittsfield

a theatre-merchant

in the supervision of Studio Technicians’
Local 37 affairs under an emergency declaration by George Browne.

last week
tieup.

Mrs. Joseph Kaliski, wife of the Grand
National branch manager, arrived in Boston last week. She had been in Pittsburgh
since Kaliski left Washington for the Hub
post.
Ethel Simes of Netoco, New England
Theatre Operating Co., has been recovering
from the results of a foot ailment.
The ‘‘Union Pacific” Special is due to arrive in Boston on May 4, coincidental with
the opening of the Paramount feature at
the Metropolitan. The train is also due to
pass through Springfield and Worcester on
the same day. Combining on publicity for
the affair are Harry Browning, Jack Goodwin. Paul Levy, Martie Glazer, Jack Saef,
Mario Daru, and Meyer Marcus.
Charles Brent, Oklahoma film and circus man, put on a roadshow engagement of
“Marihuana” last week at the Victoria
in Lawrence.
David Shapiro has been overseeing the
redecoration of the Wholesome Film office.
Ben

John F. Gatelee, western Massachusetts
projectionist union executive and IATSE
official, has been on the west coast aiding

Domingo, RKO city manager, furnished talent for the recent Police Reporters’ Club Ball.

Sara Krivitsky, secretary to M&P General Manager Cuddy, and Sid Krivitsky,
20 th-Fox accessories manager, lost their
grandmother on Patriot’s Day. Their father
had passed away only a few days previously .
Lee Dixon, film dancer, continued to be
featured last week at the Cocoanut Grove.
Henderson, formerly of the Metropolitan, has been acting as utility assisting manager at the Paramount since

Martin Mullin and Sam Pinanski attended the opening of the Norwalk Theatre, formerly the Regent, last week Thursday in Connecticut.
Max Magovsky, first president of the
Exchange Employes Local, has practically
recuperated from a torn back ligament.
Vincent Bellacqua, long in the film district, is scouting exhibitors with a desire to
purchase old theatre chairs, particularly
those of the folding type.
Salvatore

DiManno,

assistant

to Fred

Greenway at Loew’s State, is among the
more recently engaged local theatremen.
Mrs. Emma Means, operator of the Colonial in Machias, Me., was booking in the
film district last week.
Julian Rifkin, general manager of the
Rifkin circuit, came out last week in a
new Pontiac.
William Scott, national organizer for
the motion picture division for the TMT,
and Gus Tarb Gerber, union counsel, left
Boston last week for New York.
Steve Broidy and Ben Welansky of Monogram were in New York last week . . . Sam
Haase, theatre broker, spent part of last
week in Connecticut.
Angeline

A. Maney,

former

Metropolitan

advertising assistant, lost her brother-inlaw last week. He was Dr. Charles Lynch.
He succumbed from heart trouble following an asthmatic attack.
Ralph Snider, circuit owner, returned
last week from an extended Florida stay.

Hibbard

M&P's
James

relinquishment of the Beacon Theatre. Henderson was assistant there to
Darby, now manager
walk in Norwalk, Conn.

of the

Nor-

Don

Martin,

formerly

manager

of the

Park

and other local houses, is now resident head of the Beacon, new acquisition
of Ben Welansky interests.
Joe Walsh

and

Lou

Anger,

heads

of the

A&W
A new lock has been installed on the
Church Street entrance to the Columbia
accessories department. That site, as well
as numerous others in the film district,
was the scene of a recent theft.
Salvatore Adorno
ozoner in Middletown
May.

plans to open his
about the middle of

Amusement Co., whose $100,000 antitrust suit is being tried along with the
Morse and Rothenberg actions, were in
town last week.

Roger Sargent, with Technicolor on the
West Coast, and Marion Leslie, both from
Burlington, Vt., are married.
Opening of baseball in Boston and horse
racing in Narragansett are doing their part
in vacating both local theatres and the

PERSONAL
Direct
your

BOOKING

representation
theatre — seven

HERBERT

in
days

the
a

SERVICE
exchanges
week.

HIGGENS

250 Stuart Street
HANcock
5788-5790
BOSTON

film district.

for

George Moffat, former Paramount assistant who is resident manager of the
State in East Milton, is the father of a new
feminine citizen.
Marion

Bell, M-G-M

BOXOFFICE
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::

mana-

April 29, 1939

ger’s secretary,
clubs.
The

has given

up skis for golf

manager

of a suburban theatre
for a recent weekend by
packing his Gladstone with pajama lowers, shaving kit, toothbrush, two quarts of
rye, and a portable radio.
equipped

himself

C. J. Scollard, associated with Joe Kennedy when the latter was interested in
Maine and New Hampshire Theatres and
RKO, was in town last week.

head,
ness.

flew to Chicago

Jack

Saef, M&P

and

back

on

“Ann" Bernardette Powell Steen, niece of
Theatre Owner George Hackett whom
Steen married when in the Hub. Modesty

busi-

publicist, augmented

his

on

the part of the present

New

England

“Sherlock Holmes” campaign by planting
original sketches for the production in both
the Transcript and Christian Science
Monitor.

editor, who introduced ’em, blocks any discussion as to the genesis of the second
name.

Alann Bradford Steen arrived at noon
Saturday, April 22, at the Murray Hill

Dan Finn of New Haven was among the
Warner advertising men conferring in New

Hospital in New York. The “Alann” is a
compound of “Al” Foster Steen, former
New England editor of Boxoffice, and

York last week with Harry Goldberg, director of advertising and publicity for Warner
Theatres.

Deeno Moss, now with M-G-M, is to
become secretary to Office Manager Henry
Wolper.
The film district plant of Hairenik Ass’n,
gutted by a recent fire , is now being repaired. A strip of the adjoining Stuart
Street sideivalk had commenced to undermine.
Robert Sternberg, M&P district manager,
underwent a recent birthday.
Paul Pelletier of the Theatre Service and
Supply Co., has been ill with the grippe
. . . Shaking off a bad cold has been Al
Borrelli of Specialty Pictures.
Ed Carroll, operator
back from Bermuda.

of the

Stuart,

Maurice

is

He

knows

and
Wendell Rogers, local American Mat Co.
representative, plans to launch the family
cabin cruiser shortly in preparation for
deep sea fishing.

never

better

out

George LeWitt, exhibitor at the Strand
in Plainville, Conn., has been Caribbean
cruising.
Joe

Burns,

DiCarlo

Jack

Hughes,

and

Anthony

of the local Trocadero have returned from bear hunting at Sandy Mc-

Donald’s in New Brunswick, each with a
bruin, all weighing in excess of 300 pounds.
Dave Whalen, former Bostonian, now
Republic exploitation manager, has been
in Richmond,

Va., handling

“Man

Lillian Jacobson of the Fine Arts has
been laid up with a strained back and neck,
the result of an automobile accident.
George Jeffrey, former Boston film man
recently with U A in Ohio, is now with Universal in Albany.
Thad Barrows, local IATSE executive
who has been on the West Coast for the

Zussman,

BOXOFFICE

in

as

color

combinations

a faux-pas.
"the

Maurice

Senator"

is

because

He

system

must

have

in the

some

market

sort of a

because

he

guesses the right trend even when war
scares and crises make the going tough.
of value

both

in the market

gram to good

and

feel that Maurice

in his film interests

has

because

a
he

good
uses

sense
Mono-

advantage.

Armand Picard, in the lower right corner, is one of the newer exhibitors
in the business. He hails from Rhode Island where he used to run shows at
Church

Hall

R. I., where

in Arctic.
he should

Now
do

he

has

a bang-up

graduated

to the Star

Theatre

in Natick,

job.

Being in the picture business, it's only
natural that we try to classify our customers as resembling this star or that one.
When
to

Armand first walked in, we immediately noticed his striking resemblance
that comedian, Vince Barnett. Lots

of luck

in your

new

enterprise!

We're still pretty much excited about
"Streets of New York," starring Jackie
Cooper and Martin Spellman. At a screening here, the exhibitors agreed that the
picture had that certain something that
will pull in the customers and send them
home

shouting

its praises.

Listen

to what

MOTION
PICTURE HERALD
had to say about "Streets of New York": "Not
only is this the best Monogram offering of the year, but it compares favorably
with the leading pictures turned out by any studio. Should by any chance
an independently produced picture be nominated for any of the Academy
awards, ‘Streets of New
one or two honors." We

York' would have
feel mighty proud

an odds-end
of that.

chance

to carry

off

Steve Broidy

back, “Everything

Sam Olansky, theatre city hall contact,
has been working on official business for
the city.
Irving

Theatre

of Con-

quest.”
Some Boston Friars Club members had
to walk to and from the fourth floor of
the Hotel Statler clubrooms last week because of a strike of maintenance workers.

SMPE convention, wrote
is Fair out here.”

styles and
makes

known

ahead.

secret

We

of Keith’s Memorial to accommodate “The
Story of Vernon and Irene Castle” fans.

of the Gem

of his many political contacts. In addition, he is one of the very few men able
to dabble in the stock market and come

Mario Daru, advertising assistant at the
Paramount and Fenway, was one of the few
Massachusetts film men that caught the
fifteen trout limit when the season opened
the other Saturday.
Harry McDonald, RKO divisional manager, has authorized 8:30 a. m. openings

London

East Boston gets our nomination as one
of the slickest dressers in the business.

Metro

Premium
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Daughter Reports Strock
Is Fatally Stricken
^•HIS WEEK’S alibi for business being off
in Rhode Island theatres is “track’s
open.” Narragansett Park got its spring
meet under way with ideal weather last
Saturday and a crowd of 35,000 on hand.
That there’s plenty of money around is
evidenced by the day’s betting total of
$588,791 — a good day’s gross in anybody’s
language. So from now till May 13 the
Rhode Island boys can "blame it on the
track” — not forgetting that daylight saving starts this week, as a secondary alibi.
Albee with “Castles” and “Saint Strikes
Back” paired doing quite good and seems
certain of two and perhaps three weeks’
run, with “ Awful Truth” and “Lost Horizon” slated for a revival booking to follow.
After which, if reports prove true, house
will either go dark or put in stage shows.
Reports also being heard around town
that Greenwich Theatre, East Greenwich,
will be operated by Stanzler interests instead of by Joe Gorman, East Greenwich
fish merchant, and others associated with
the local corporation which outbid Phil
Smith interests for lease of that community-owned house. Arnold Berger, manager

Concord Ruling Terms
Cash Game Lottery
Concord, N. H. — “Bank days” are “in
violation of the law against lotteries and

for Smith circuit there, was tendered a
farewell dinner April 17 by employes of
the house. Berger is slated to go to one
of the circuit’s theatres in New York state.
House went dark April 15, with new management reported to be installing new
sound

equipment
opening April 28.

for re-

Shea's Paramount, Newport, which had
been scheduled to reopen Easter Monday,
remains dark except for Saturday night
American Legion “bingo” parties. A new
legit group which is planning to operate
in Newport this summer is said to be negotiating for the Paramount as its place
of operation.
Cooling system installation begun at the
Community Theatre, North Providence, this
week. Installations at Associated Theatre’s Bijou, Palace and Park not yet started. Anthony Romano reports.
Bates Theatre, Attleboro, Mass., is tied
in with a prize recipe stunt being staged
by the Daily Sun
getting passes.

in that city, runners-up

Graves

Return

Boston — Allard M. Graves, Vermont and
New Hampshire theatre executive, and
his bride have returned to White River
Junction

constitute a gambling practice,” says an
opinion given by the attorney general’s
department.
The ruling was handed down in answer
to a question put to the state prosecution
office by James J. Reen of the state liquor
department.

in preparation

following

Sam
Boston — Sam

a six-week

Asher
Asher,

honeymoon.

Field,

later Selznick producer. He became personnel director of the northwest
division, and a year later headquartered
in Minneapolis. From 1930, until he became house manager of the Metropolitan
in 1934, he managed theatres in Aberdeen,
South Dakota, in Minneapolis and in St.
Paul, Minn.
He

resigned a few months ago as resident manager of the Scollay Square Theatre in Boston. Strock leaves a daughter,

Colette, a widow (the former Peggy Winston of the Metropolitan line), and a
baby son.

" Hollywood Party " Into
Waterbury House
Waterbury, Conn. — Loew’s will introduce “Hollywood Party” at the Loew-Poli
here as a possible weekly feature, giving
away

Dies
a

Boston — J. Clyde Strock, formerly
house manager of the Metropolitan here,
died suddenly in the South, word received
here from his daughter indicates. Strock
went into the theatre business in 1927.
His first position was as student manager
at the Metropolitan in Boston. Five
months later he went to Minneapolis to
open the Minnesota Theatre. Previously
he had been part owner of Missouri Military Academy in Mexico, Mo.
Strock, who held the rank of Major,
came to New York in 1928, where he
worked out of the office of Milton J.

veteran

IATSE

operator

and brother of Harry Asher, independent distributor here, died last week
after an illness of some weeks.

$100 in 20 prizes in a film starguessing contest. Manager Edward Fitzpatrick will m. c.
The game was recently cleared of the
lottery stigma in the city court case against
the Lido Theatre management, which had
used it. The theatre was discharged after
being

J^LTHOUGH
Portland voters will not have
a chance to pass on local Sunday
motion picture shows before the municipal

tourists arrive, probably

election December 10, they have the promise of three members of the city council
that Sunday shows will be permitted on
and after July 20, the date on which the
new law goes into effect. A clause in the

held midnight shows Patriot’s Day Eve.
The Strand featured “The Story of Veriion
and Irene Castle,” the State La Follette’s
“Spook Party,” and the Colonial a stage
show.

law gives the municipal officers such authority. The other two members of the
council said they had not yet made up
their minds.

“‘Dodge City” opened to SRO at the
State April 19 and the house was filled all
afternoon and evening. Manager Harry
Botwick liked the crowds while newspaper

As seen by local theatre
for the council’s
for many months

men,

one reason

attitude is the fact that
restless Portlanders have

been attending Sunday shows in Biddeford, 30 miles from here. No one objected
to this flouting of the state’s blue laws,
and the same was true at Winthrop. Moreover, Portland was never completely innocent, for baseball and football games
have been played here on Smidays for
years. Under the old law, such games were
illegal.
Howard and Wilfred Duffy, operators
of the New, Capitol and Ocean theatres
at Old Orchard Beach, opened their Pier
Dance Pavilion April 22. The theatres will
open for the summer season when the

104

The

Strand,

State and

in a month
Colonial

or so.

arrested, and although the prosecutor threatened to appeal, sufficient
grounds for the appeal were not found.
Loew’s used Ten-O-Win and other money
games in this house before Bank Night and
all similar ideas were ruled out last year.

theatres

critics liked the picture . . . State employes are to hold a smoker this week.
The new theatre at Togus was dedicated
April 17 and Stephen F. Chadwick of
Seattle, national commander of the American Legion, was the principal speaker. It

Utilizes Wreath Award
To Boost a Feature
Boston — “What Houston was to America a century ago, you are today ... a
modern ‘Man of Conquest,’ ” said George
Demeter, Pan-Hellenic president, in presenting a laurel wreath to Tarzan Brown
when the latter won the Boston Marathon.
The stunt was planted by Gene Keenan,
new Republic publicist in this territory.
A later angle came in the theft of the
wreath a few moments after its presentation, the offer of a $100 reward, and its
subsequent recovery.

is a modernistically designed brick structure with white stone facings.
Donald Frank, an employe of the Scenic
Theatre at Westbrook, is recovering from
a bad fall in which he fractured his right
ankle while working at the theatre . . .
Walter Dyer, Paramount shipper, shot a
77 at Maine’s first golf tourney of the
season . . . The Desert of Maine, nature’s
bid for boxoffice receipts, will cost the
visitor 55 cents instead of 25 this season.

Quarantine at Meriden
Still Kept in Force
Meriden, Conn. — The theatre quarantine, issued some weeks ago and restricting children under 15 from theatre attendance because of a serious scarlet fever
epidemic,

is still in effect. No early termination of the quarantine is seen likely.
BOXOFFICE
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M IE W
pjOUSES that hloom in the spring: The
Rivoli Theatre, Bantam, closed some
four years past, will blossom forth as the
Bantam Theatre, on Decoration Day.
Washington Theatre Corp., of which Joseph Reed is a principal, and which runs
the Bryan Memorial, Washington Depot,
will operate. The small house will be completely remodeled, redecorated, newly
equipped and air conditioned. Contractors
and definite number of seats to be decided this week.
M&P’s Regent Theatre, Norwalk, emerged as good as new 1 from a general facelifting last week, and stepped up from a
third run to a first-run house, playing day
and date and same admission as the Empress, South Norwalk. Al Hamilton, manager, genially greeted many visitors from
the film district.
Weiss Amusement’s 750-seat Avon, Stamford, is expected to open for business in
May,

as a first-run house . . . The Milford Turnpike drive-in, to be operated by
Marcel Meckelberg, nears completion. Contract has been signed with National Screen
for trailer service.

The

HHII A V IE HI

Rialto

Theatre,

New

Britain,

will

inaugurate a two-a-week foreign picture
policy, alternating with Polish mid Italian
pictures. For some unannounced reason,
the Polish programs will sell at 35 c; the
Italian, 30c . . . Massachusetts Theatres,
Inc., operates the house.
By

May

7, Columbia

will be the gem

of

the ocean at Atlantic City and Tim O'Toole
and Ben Lourie will be getting new notions. . . Lou Wechsler will be convening at the Coast in May with other United
Artists men . . . Edward Ruff and Henry
Germaine look like the only other envied
travelers to the Gold Coast this year, the
Paramount meet being set for June 12 . . .
Morris Joseph nursed a cold all through
the Universal convention.
Speaking

of Morris

Joseph,

the

entire

territory is helping Meadow Street’s manager-with-the-longest-record celebrate his
25 th anniversary with Universal with a
successful anniversary Play date Drive, May
21 to 27.
“Wuthering Heights” opened to excellent
business at the Roger Sherman . . . Following a special preview for Dr. William

Now it can be told. The unpublicized
vacation destination of John B. Findlay,
of Westerly and Mystic, was a Bermuda

Lyon

cruise. He also witnessed the Masters’ golf
tournament in Augusta, Ga. Findlay is retired president of the Westerly Golf Club
and still serves on the board of directors

Bob Russell got the Register to furnish
2,000 colored funny sections, refolded them

. . . Irving C. Jacocks jr. and Mrs. Jacocks have returned from a ten-day automobile tour southward, winding up in New
Orleans. The Jacocks were accompanied
by Mr. and Mrs. Barrett Jacocks . . . Jeanette Berliner is back at her desk at Grand
National, looking quite svelte after her recent illness. After a short cruise on the
S. S. DeGrasse, with stops at Miami, Havana and Nassau, Jeanette is keyed up to
her usual high pressure tempo again.
As predicted,
running

smack

the winner
into the

vacationers
good

are

old tradi-

tional summer leaves . . . Loew’s is first
to announce that theatre managers’ lists
are being made up. Joe Amstead of the
Elm Street, Worcester, leads off on May 6,
with Monk Maloney of the Poli, Worcester, doubling duty. Harry P. Shaw reports
all managers must be rested and back on
the job by August 15 to start work on an
even bigger and better “new

movie

season.”

Columbia’s “ First Offenders” gained considerable impetus from a mammoth “Father and Son” day at the Arena last Sunday (4 to 6 p. to., in order not to compete with regular theatre performances),
under the auspices of Sheriff Slavin’s First
Offender club. Attorney Samuel Leibowitz,
noted N. Y. criminal lawyer, was chief
speaker, together with Mayor John Murphy, Albie Booth, famous Yale athlete,
and the sheriff himself, who sold his radio
series idea “First Offender,” to Columbia
for production. Several vaudeville acts
completed the program.
Fishmans

will build a new

booth

in the

Lyric Theatre and install new sound equipment. Similar repairs were made at the
Winchester recently.

BOXOFFICE

club

Phelps, Manager John Hesse arranged a preview for teachers and film
leaders in the public schools.

with “Blondie” on top, and, pasted large
streamers announcing “Blondie Meets the
Boss” at the Loew-Poli. The “funnies”
were then distributed. Bob is using 3,000
fan photos, distributed with Liberty magazines ... He takes care of the 20 Liberty
newsboys at a Saturday
body’s happy.

show,

and

Saunders,

F. P. A. is the latest notable resident and
mayor that Exhibitor Smith of Newtown
will be telling us about, the noted columnist
having just moved from Weston to a nice
little Newtown Colonial home in the middle
of 160 acres . . . Federal Communications
Commission data shows that Stanton Griffis of New Canaan , chairman of the Paramount Pictures board, is part owner of
the Hartford Times, operator of WTHT . . .
William

Cameron

filling in for Lou

full page ads for key towns on “The
of Alexander Graham Bell.”

Menzies,

production

di-

rector of the breathlessly -awaited “Gone
With the Wind,” was born in New Haven
and
Yale. studied architectural engineering at

Eddie Dowling, who brought “Our Town”
to New Haven and Hartford last week, has
a special fondness for Hartford, whence
came backing for his first play, “Sally,
Irene and Mary” . . . Dowling spoke on
WTHT
and said, “It seems to me that
the people of Hartford ought to rise up
and demand legitimate plays ... it ought
to be profitable to get plays at lower
admission here (Bushnell), for the intake
might still be as large as in New York
where the capacity is smaller.” In New
Haven, Dowling addressed the Yale Drama
School classes in play-writing.
Bridgeport General Electric has produced five television receiver models, ranging from $250 to $1,000, from a 5-inch
picture table set to 30-tube console.
Connecticut

Brown

as Loew-Poli publicity head, while Brown
fills in for Joe DePisa in Boston, is also
keeping in constant touch with his Bridgeport Poli house . . . Matt persuaded the
telephone company to cooperate with six

College

for Woman

alum-

nae in New Haven sponsored “The Girl
Was Young,” an Alfred Hitchcock film, at
the Lincoln, April 27-30, for the benefit
of their scholarship fund.
Bob Russell arid Nat Rubin of the LoewPoli, New Haven, have been inducted into
the coveted Loew’s Dollar Club for their
stunt in bringing 1,000 boy scouts into the
theatre to see the recent March of Time
Scout release.

Story

cream containers collected considerable change for NVA week fund, in spite
of the fact that money was conceded less
free than last year ... On the Poli circuit, Springfield held the high of $807
Ice

“Dodge City” spent a third week at the
Regal, Hartford, and was held two weeks
at other key spots . . . World premiere
of “Dark Victory” was at the Strand,
Hartford, with theatre opening at 10:30
a. m. to make it extra special, and a three
weeks’ run planned- — two at the Strand
and a third at the Regal . . . E. M. Loew’s,
Hartford and Paramount, New Haven, held

POPCORN

tra week at the College, New Haven; “Love
Affair,” at the Palace, Hartford, and “Ice
Follies” at the Elm Street, Worcester.

every-

Glen Gray and his Casa Loma orchestra packed the Arena again and exhibitors
cried about the loss of Sunday business
. . . Next, Mai Hallett.
Matt

over “Three Smart Girls Grow Up” . . .
“Vernon and Irene Castle” lingered an ex-

last year; New Haven, $800 . . . “Show
of Shows” at Hartford’s Bushnell on May
15 will present such stars as Molly Picon,
Mary

Eastman, Jules Nussman and his orchestra, and George Jessel as m. c. The
(Continued on next page)

MEANS

PROFITS

BURCH POPCORN MACHINES ARE
MADE ESPECIALLY FOR THEATRES
SAMUEL

HORENSTEIN

288 Palmer St., Box 239,
NEW
BEDFORD,
MASS.
Massachusetts and Rhode
Island

Greaseless, Odorless,
Noiseless
For Full
WriteDetails,

J. J. CONROY
lOt

Elson
Road— P.MASS.
O. Box
WALTHAM,

New

Representatives

Hampshire,
Maine,

5t

Vermont,

Connecticut
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(Continued
£|IRCUS season starts early this year with
the Downie Bros., the first show in on
May 22. The Ringling show is scheduled
for June 27.
Jack Sidney, assistant manager, is looking after things at the Loew-Poli while
Manager Matt Saunders is in New Haven
pinch-hitting
chief.
Excavation

for

Lou

Brown,

has

started

publicity

at Middletown

for a new 800-seat theatre on Main St. below College St. There will be bowling alleys in the basement.
The

screen

uprights

place for that
Milford.
The

Warner,

new

have

been

drive-in

Torrington,

put

in

theatre

at

has

launched

vaudeville shows
Levine house.

in opposition

to the State,

Despite reports to the contrary, St. Stephen’s hall is continuing to show Hungarian films.
Newest summer
the New England

theatre this year will be
Playhouse at Ridgefield.

The old Loomer Opera
mantic is being razed.

house

Leon G. Turrou, the former ace G-man
who wrote “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,”
in town to address civic club shortly before
the film opened at the Warner theatre.
Negotiations for the sale of one of the
ace neighborhood houses in the city are
rumored to be under way.

Morriarty New
Hub Exchange

Boston — Tom Woodbury has resigned
as manager of the Larcom Theatre, Beverly house recently taken over by E. M.

Boston — Matthew Morriarty of Warner
was elected president of the Exchange
Employes local by a substantial majority
last Monday night. He succeeds Max
Magovsky of National Screen, who declined
to succeed himself.

Woodbury has long been prominent on the North Shore theatre scene,
having been at the Larcom about two
decades ago when Glover and Neil Ware
operated the house. Woodbury later
moved to the Ware which the brothers put
up to augment the Larcom. He was city
manager for George Ramsdell after the
Malden circuit operator came into the
city. When Loew leased the Ware several
years ago, Woodbury moved to the Larcom
which Ramsdell
til a few weeks

continued
ago.

to operate

India

Wharf at 5:30 p. m. Disembarkation will be at 8:00 a. m. the following
Monday morning.

bagful of agates gratis to children
ing each Friday afternoon show.
Concord

Theatre

in Concord

attend-

tied in

with

the Concord Monitor-Patriot in giving free tickets to persons whose names
were obscured in advertisements in a special page published by the newspaper.
The Casino Ballroom at Hampton Beach
opened its summer season April 19 with a
Patriot’s
The
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Day

Boston — The Strand Theatre in Woburn, former Louis Boas house now operated by Warner, has been entirely redecorated under the supervision of William
Riseman and Alec Lercari. The former
ornate spot has been entirely replastered
and new fluorescent lighting added to
bring out the subtle color harmony of
henna, silver, red, and rust. Formica is
used advantageously. The lobby has been
given a rich appearance by the judicious
use of Flexwood in a quartered-walnut
effect.

dance.

Practical Arts Auditorium in Manchester ivas thronged on the night of April

21 for a concert
ored contralto.
Jerry

Bangs

by Marian

Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Hebrew
the Aged is sponsoring.

Home

for

Paul Binstock, new Warner Lyric manager, Hartford, officially inaugurated Will
Rogers week at his theatre with a special
visit (and press publicity thereon) to Acting Mayor James F. McCourt at the City
Hall.
N. C. Wrisley’s new premium promotion
idea sets up a proposed set in the theatre
lobby and in a popular local store . . .
Patrons who like the set and will attend
shows to receive it register on special cards.
After two months, the operators union
still is picketing the Capitol, Waterbury.
Mike Sirica protested to the union that the
operator furnished was not considered
capable and satisfactory and insisted on
his right to choose.
The horse-racing crowd is reported to
be banking on the ability of the Bingo
Bill to pass in Hartford and pull racing
along with it. Otherwise, the proponents
Bingo.
of
racing will refuse their support to

Phil

Sherman

of Monogram

has

been

presented with an imposing -looking pair
of almost-free tickets to the clubhouse at
Narragansett . . . When Tex Rickard’s
life story is filmed in Hollywood, it is reported several New Haven old-timers in
the sports world will be used . . . Sid
Swirsky, Columbia booker whose face
you’ve seen on those Personal Achievement stickers, achieved a case of the grippe
last week . . . Harry Wenzel of Mutual
Advertising Service has never missed a day
in the two years since his arrival from
New York to become part of the Street
. . . Maurice N. Wolfe, Metro Boston district manager, spent a few days visiting
with Tom Donaldson at the New Haven
exchange.

It’s an epic of the soil now for Erwin
Neuman, assistant manager at the Bradley, Putnam, who has returned from a
honeymoon in New York, to settle down
on a neat little farm which he had all
ready . . . Congratulations are in order,
too, for the John R. Barnetts of Finn’s,
Jewett City, who just celebrated their

and
Anderson,

of Lebanon,

head

col-

of the

stunts and laughs department of the Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey Circus since
1930, has been resting up in his home town
before assuming his new role in charge of
antics at the Children’s
York World’s Fair.

page)

third anniversary ... To Katherine Fitzgerald of Republic and her husband, who
celebrate their fourth anniversary May 30,

HAMPSHIRE

jyjARBLE TIME prompted the Crown
management in Manchester to offer a

The

Other officers, all re-elected, are Ann
Rolfe, vice-president: Ann Earley, secretary; Frank Rahilly, financial secretary
and treasurer. The executive board of ten:
Jack Martin, Robert Grenier, Tim Doherty,
Bertha Harris, John Twigg, Sam Paul, Jean
Eaton, Elmer Foster, Martin Earley, and
Charles Asdot.

Complete Redecoration
For Strand at Woburn

Boston — The Theatrical Post of American Legion will meet May 1, it is scheduled, to conclude plans for the forthcoming film district weekend cruise to New
York. The excursion, an annual affair
which is open to all film men and their
friends, is set to get under way Saturday,
May 6, when the Eastern Steamship leaves

MEW

Head of
Local

un-

Legion Post Completing
Annual Cruise Plans

preceding

at Willi-

T, Woodbury Terminates
Two Decades of Service

Loew.

from

World

at the New

Mr. arid Mrs. Samuel Y. Merchant, owners of the Lyric in Manchester, who are on
a tour in the west, have written friends
describing a visit to Boulder Dam, which
they said was the finest spectacle seen thus
far. They expect to return to Manchester
in June.

to Therese Speratore of United Artists, and the Mr., whose second anniversary rolls ’round May 31.

Hymie Schwartz, of the Hillcrest, Taftville, and his daughters, were Meadow
Street visitors for the first time in a few
years, and got a big welcome
cow of Progressive Premium
new

. . . Lou Mosis sporting a

Oldsmobile cabriolet and a green
fit which is a breath of Esquire.

out-

Broidy Broadcasts
Boston — The Friars Club and the Motion Picture Ball to be held April 28 came
in for 13 minutes of radio time when Steve
Broidy, Monogram New England general
sales manager, was interviewed over WAAB.
BOXOFFICE
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MOTHER LEGAL DELAY HURDLED IN MIAMI
TRUST ACTION WITH HEARING ON MOTIONS
Court Reviews Defendant
Pleas for More Detail
In Particulars Bill
By

EDITH

CUMMINGS

Miami — Motions for the filing of more
detailed bill of particulars and for the
striking of certain portions of the original
complaint have been reviewed by Judge
John W. Holland of the federal district
court as the last anticipated legal delay
prior to the filing of answers in the pending anti-monopoly suit here.
The complaint, alleging violation of the
Sherman anti-trust law and the Clayton
act, and claiming damages as the result
of that violation, was filed last January
in the name of the companies operating
the Cameo and the Surf theatres on Miami
Beach. Defendants are the two local
theatrical chains, Paramount, Inc., and
Wometco, Inc.; and the major film distributors.
At the previous hearing on motions to
dismiss and motions claiming lack of jurisdiction by the district court, all of which
were denied by Judge Holland, April 25
had been named as the date on which defendants were to have filed their answers
to the original complaint. Following the
sudden death of one of the defense attorneys, Senator John P. Stokes, this time
was extended for two weeks, with the concurrence of the plaintiffs’ attorney, Judge
Holland announced at the conclusion of
the hearing on the additional motions.
When the original suit was filed January 19, the amount of damages sought for
the Cameo and Surf totaled $432,000.
With $3,000 losses alleged to be accruing
weekly, this amount will have climbed to
$477,000 by the date on which answers
now are due.
Virtually all of the portions of the original complaint which defense attorneys
sought to have stricken out were clauses,
sentences and paragraphs having reference to damages.
“Damages are, however, a minor consideration with my clients,” the plaintiffs’
attorney, Henry K. Gibson, declared in refuting defense attorneys’ statements on
their current motions for striking out part
of complaint and for bills of particulars.
“Our major interest is in securing pictures
within a reasonable period of time, within
a period of time considerably less than the
existing five months and three days clearance and protection period.”
One claim of the defense attorneys,
which the judge indicated clearly would
be given no weight or consideration, was
the much stressed fact that the situation
against which the plaintiff is protesting
existed prior to his entering into the local
theatrical picture. The condition in itself
would have given the individual planning
to open theatres in his area grounds for
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a complaint
mated.

of monopoly,

the judge

inti-

The amount of damages claimed was
attacked by Albert Bernstein, attorney for
Wometco Theatres, Inc., who contended
that his 12 years’ of contact with local
theatres made him certain that the
amount claimed to have been lost by the
two new Miami Beach theatres, the Cameo
and Surf, could not have been made. He
further requested statements of just what
the theatres in question have made, and
an itemization of damages sought.

they are physically worn out, prints blurred and sound tracks muddled; and their
boxoffice value is exhausted because of
the length of time since their original release,” he added.
“It is quite

impossible

to comply

with

defense attorneys’ request for specification of times of conspiracy and persons
actually involved in them when the existing situation arose virtually through a
‘wink
of the eye and
he
continued.
An

inference

by

a nod
defense

of the head,’ ”
counsel

that

“Twenty-five new theatres would be
erected in this area were there assurance
available that they could secure pictures,

the two theatres in question had no business intruding into the known situation
here (one in which existing contracts give

were the existing ‘monopoly’ broken,”
counsel for the suing theatres told
court.

the total output of four of the major distributing companies to Wometco, and the

“Such

films as are now

obtainable,

the
the

total output
after

the lapsing of the five months’ clearance
period, are worthless in two senses; i.e.,

of the other

four

to Para-

mount) will, it was apparent in Tuesday’s
hearing, be prejudicial against the defense’s cause.

Call Oklahoma Independents
To Mass Meeting May 9
Oklahoma

City — A week

from

next Tues-

day, on May 9, a mass meeting of independent exhibitors is scheduled to be held
in the municipal auditorium here
ganization of a state buying pool.

for or-

The organization has been planned for
several months with interested groups in
seven different districts of the state organizing their own units. It is understood
that this organization work has been completed and that the organization committee in each district now is contacting
every independent exhibitor therein in an
effort to have the entire independent exhibitor group of the state at the mass
meeting.
A skeleton setup as previously described
in Boxoffice will at that time be presented to the assembly for its ratification.
This plan calls for establishment of a
local office to administer the affairs of
the pool under a board of directors composed of the chairmen of each of the
forenamed district committees. After each
independent

has been

sold by the distribu-

tor salesman upon that
uct he will advise the
of the pool, under the
this individual will set
that contract. However

company’s prodgeneral manager
present plan, and
about negotiating
each member of

the pool will do his own selection of product and attend to bookings after the contract has been signed. It is planned to
have the district chairman arrange these
bookings during weekly business trips to
Oklahoma City to save members traveling
costs of each individually coming to Oklahoma City where all exchanges except
United Artists are centered.
The

first plan

to have

the

setup

fi-

nanced by direct assessments of $5 to $10
per month has been discarded in favor of
a three per cent of film rental basis. To
date

no

fees of any kind have been collected and organizers are pointing out
that independents coming into the pool
will not have to contribute funds other
than that three per cent charge after
they have joined.
Federal Agent

to Speak

It is understood that a representative
of the department of justice also will be
on hand to address the delegates. Field
men from the department have been in
the state for several weeks contacting independent exhibitors and taking testimony
and statements with regard to alleged
anti-trust law violations and monopoly
situations.
George Sumner, local theatre supply
firm head, has been acting as contact man
for the organization and as the liaison
man for the various groups in different
sections of the state. Last week he released the first statement of the buying
pool’s plans, purposes and his interests
therein, to the trade press. Heretofore
all actions of the independents have been
clothed with the strictest secrecy. Leaders still refuse confirmation of their names
in connection with the group, but it is
understood a formal call for the mass
meeting to be released this week will
carry

the names of most of the members of the “steering committee” that has
fostered the organization work. Sumner’s statement follows:
“Considering myself a small independent
dealer in theatre equipment I find myself
(Continued on page 112)
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0. G. Wren Heads
Arkansas ITO
Little
Rock
the

J. F. Norman, Little Rock, retiring
president of the ITO of Arkansas, and
O. G. Wren, Little Rock, newly elected
head of the organization, appear at the
top. Below are J. A. Mclnaney, Alexander Film Co., Colorado Springs,
Colo.; S. M. Perrin, same firm, Dallas; Col. H. A. Cole, Allied president,
Dallas, and R. V. McGinnis of Hope,
Ark.

the

O.

G.

Wren

of Little

annual convention
tion here this week.

of that organizaW. E. Malin of

trade

practice proposal, pointing out Allied’s objections to the document, and
outlined briefly the national body’s legislative program.
Mills explained the purpose of Ascap, its
working procedure and its results. He

Johnston Confident
Before Television
offers no

—

Augusta was named vice-president and K.
K. King of Searcy, secretary.
The new board of directors is composed
of Jack Rhodes, West Memphis, chairman;
W. L. Landers, Batesville; J. F. Norman,
Little Rock; R. V. McGinnis, Hope; D. E.
Fitton, Harrison; W. R. Lee, Batesville;
Louie Haven, Forrest City.
Guest speakers included Col. H. A. Cole
of Dallas, president of the national Allied
organization and of its Texas affiliate; E.
C. Mills, chairman of the administrative
committee of the American Society of
Composers, Authors and Publishers, and
D. R. Milsten, Ascap counsel for Arkansas and Oklahoma. The state legislature
has sought to impose restrictive measures
against the Society.
Cole spoke briefly on the distributor

At the ITO Meet —

Atlanta — Television

Rock

was elected president of the Independent Theatre Owners of Arkansas at

said the
music

purpose is to promote and encourage creative achievement, to develop
and art, and declared the Society

to be one of the industry’s most serviceable agencies.
J. F. Norman, outgoing president, urged
complete support of the organization and
its new administrative group.

threat

Convention

Notes

here.
“And it can’t become a threat for five,
10, maybe 15 years,” he went on. “It costs
too much to produce programs and too
much is now invested in radio.”
Johnston admitted, however, that many
Hollywood
television.

“big shots” were

thinking

about

Regarding the future, he said: “We will
probably work out some arrangement with
the telephone companies whereby people
will be able to drop a quarter in a meter
and see a ‘B’ picture, or drop in 40 cents
and see an ‘A’ picture.
“But before television reaches the home,
we will have it in the theatres. Television will not displace the movies. It will
be just another step in the advancement
of the motion picture industry.
“A film which Hollywood spends months
to produce could never be enacted before
the television camera. You could never
get the scenery or background effects. The
industry will continue to make pictures
and these pictures will be broadcast.”
Johnston paused here briefly and conferred with W. T. Murray, manager of the
Rialto,

on details of the southern premiere of “Streets of New York.” John
Mangham, head of Monogram-Southern,
and other officials discussed business with
Johnston.

108

Little Rock
which appeared
meet

were

— Among famous names
on the registry at the ITO

“Mickey

Mouse”

and

“Jesse

James.”
First timers at the convention included
Buster Smith from Horatio; E. W. Capps
of Foreman, and C. W. Tipton, Manila.
Through the courtesy of Ralph Noble,
manager of the Arkansas Amusement
Corp., the Arkansas Theatre was provided
for the screenings Sunday afternoon. Pictures ran from 2 p. m. to 11 p. m. Most of
the exhibitors attended and reported the
newest films to be excellent.
Another

oldtimer

at the meet

At the top are K. K. and Mrs. King
of the Rialto in Searcy, Ark. He was
elected secretary -treasurer of the ITO.
Below are Robin Wightman, Arkadelphia; Mrs. O. J. Harkey, Hardy; Helen
and Ann Murdock, Little Rock; Frank
Probst, Little Rock; Todd Ferguson,
M-G-M, Memphis.

From Six States
For Convention
Little Rock — Following is the registration list of delegates and visitors to the
ITO of Arkansas convention here this
week:

to

motion picture industry in its present stage of development, W. Ray Johnston, president of Monogram, declared

In Little Rock —

who

has

not been present for several years was D. E.
Fitton of Harrison.
Cecil Cupp, of Arkadelphia, announces
that Robert Wightman, formerly with
Arkansas Amusement Corp., Little Rock,
has been employed to manage both of
Cupp’s Arkadelphia houses, the Royal and
Co-Ed. Cupp also stated that he planned
extensive improvements at both houses.
A cooling system will be installed at the
Co-Ed for full time summer operation.
The Royal will be closed for two weeks in

Arkansas — V. Woodson, Paramount,
Searcy; Frank Probst, Crescent, Little
Rock; W. E. Blume, Ozark Pop Corn Co.,
Little Rock; E. W. Capps, Ace, Foreman;
Buster Smith, Ace, Horatio; G. Carey,
Strand,

Paris; Cecil Cupp, Royal, Arkadelphia; B. V. McDougald, Drew, Monticelio; Mr. and Mrs. M. S. McCord, Malco
Theatres, Inc., Little Rock; Sidney Wharton, Pastime, Warren; Horace, Stanley,
Beebe; E. W. Savage, Booneville; L. F.
Haven sr., Forrest City; L. F. Haven jr„
Forrest City; W. E. Malin, Lura, Augusta;
W.

L. Landers, Landers Theatre, Batesville; C. W. Tipton, New, Manila; J. J.
Rhodes, Crittenden, West Memphis; Ray
Wilson, New, DeWitt; Jim Kane, Conway

Theatre, Conway; Fred Lawrence, Republic Pictures, Little Rock; Harrigan Wortsmith, Republic, Little Rock; Mr. and Mrs.
W. A. McDowell, Ouachita, Mt. Ida; W. R.
(Continued

June
for complete
modeling.

on page

114)

redecoration

and

re-

Todd Ferguson, of M-G-M, Memphis,
was about the busiest man about the convention hall . . . Biggest and joiliest man
around was Buddy Harris, Tad Screen
Service, Dallas.
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several instances equipment and remodeling work is being done on a cash basis.
Most purchases are still on time paper,

Industry in Outstate
Oklahoma Revives

of course, but there have been a surprisingly large number of sales made for
cash; money set aside by the small town
operators for the time when they believed
business conditions would merit
ture of improvement money.

expendi-

Oklahoma City — Small town business in
this state, a pretty dead proposition for
the past few years, is experiencing a sharp
revival of interest as conditions show some
signs of improvement.

Rucker Opens New House
At Round Rock May 5

While reports to Boxoffice show small
town grosses have not risen sharply they
are nevertheless maintaining for the first
time in many months a more or less even
trend, with indications that business will
show decided improvements during the
forthcoming year.

Dallas — Wallace Rucker, former sales
manager in Texas for GB, wedged an
opening in show business with his new
theatre at Round Rock. The opening is
for May 5. Name of the theatre was not
selected early this week.
F. I. Newberry expected to open the

This

sentiment

has

brought

about

a

brisk

business in remodelings and purchases of new equipment by small town
theatre owners. It has also been noticed
in the increased number of sales of small
town properties at fairly good figures.
Several dark houses have been reopened
during the past three months. Some have
been in localities heretofore deprived of
a theatre through lack of business of any
kind.
Equipment men are also noting that
when orders are placed a better grade of
merchandise is being purchased by the
average small town operator. Improvements to auditoriums and fronts heretofore completely neglected are also being
noted.
An unusual angle of this rebirth of
small town houses in the state is that in

Legislature Avoids
Burdening Trade
Oklahoma

completely rebuilt Studio Theatre at Ingleside on May 4.
Bookings for the two houses will be
handled in Dallas by Forrest White, of
Index Booking Service. The Maple in
Dallas and the Texas at St. Jo, operated
by T. L. Richey, also are being booked by
White.

Howsley

On

the Go

Throckmorton, Tex. — L. A. Howsley of
the Texas, has been busier than a politician running for office with two irons in
the fire simultaneously. He was active
in a Sunday show election and at the
same time was putting over “Money Back”
at the Texas. He said the plan has increased his midweek business two to three
times over normal.

You’ve

City — The

close of the Okla-

homa state legislature’s 17th gathering
leaves the theatre industry virtually untouched by any of the adverse legislation
proposed during the session. Repeal of the
wage-and-hour laws of the previous session is looked upon by many theatre men
as a definite gain, as wage schedules which
had been set up for industry considered
by

the

board, previously
sideration to the problems

gave little conof the employer.

A drastic censorship bill, an anti-Ascap
bill to which theatremen gave no support,
a

Sunday

were

closing

bill, and

an

SRO

bill

major efforts by legislators to control the industry.

Extensive

educational

work

by

MPTO

members

in their own communities undoubtedly had a great deal to do with the
fact that no harmful legislation was passed.
At the last convention it was repeatedly
stressed that local theatremen should get
acquainted with their legislators and help
them to understand the inside problems of
the business so that they could view legislation with viewpoints backed by a knowledge of how the proposed legislation would
actually affect theatre business. Considerable credit is due Morris Loewenstein,
prexy, for the educational campaign, as it was carried out during the
months prior to the legislative session.

MPTO

Got Something ’
with this

which delivers MORE AIR on less
current cost and in an even manner pleasing to patrons.

IMMEDIATE DELIVERIES
BLOWERS
WASHERS
MOTORS
TEX-ROPE

210 SOUTH
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A

J^OW

VISITORS:
Dewey Mousoon,
manager of the Knickerbocker
Theatre,
Nashville; Carter Wellborn, Guntersville,
Ala.; Oscar Lam and Harold Laird, Rome,
Ga.; Fred and Joe Jabely, LaGrange, Ga.;
Harvey Woodward, Winder; Nat Hancock,
Jefferson, Ga.; Grover Wise, Birmingham;
L. J. Duncan, West Point; Carl Capes, Buford; John Carter, Brookhaven; Hugh
Manning, Etowah, Tenn.
Mrs. Joy Lament, wife of Jack Lamont,
division manager for GN, has returned
from a ten- week trip to Hollywood, where
she visited her mother, who was ill.

ATLANTA

Jolly Club held a successful dance Saturday night at the Atlanta Athletic Club.
A big crowd attended and a good time
was enjoyed by all.
Abe Brown, genial host at the K&B
Soda Co., has improved his establishment
with new chairs, tables and soda fountain
stools.
larged.

The

kitchen

has

also

been

en-

Capital City Supply Co. reports sale of
complete equipment, including marquee,
for a new house at Cordele, Ga. Officers
of the company, which recently opened, are
Oscar J. Howell, president and general

MEMPHIS

manager,

and

P. A. <Gus)
tary-treasurer. Howell was

King, secrefor 15 years

with

Queen Feature Service at Birmingham and King was for seven years with
National Carbon Co.
Walter Brandenburg has returned from
Kentucky, where he successfully showed

“High

School

Girl.”

Jack

NEW

Lamont, GN division manager, reports “Damaged Goods’’ booked solid for
several weeks in the territory. Film opened
in Birmingham, where it broke records.
Mrs. Alonzo Richardson, Atlanta censor,
praised the picture.

ORLEANS

Paramount branch office is being
decorated and air-conditioned.

re-

Harry Silverman was here en route from
Oklahoma City to Charlotte.
Claire Hilgers, Republic southern disterritory.
trict manager, is on a swing around the

Jack

Lamont, GN division manager,
turned from a trip to New Orleans.

re-

Jack

Van Loyd has taken over management of the Bibb Theatre at Macon, Ga.,
succeeding Mr. Roberts. Van Loyd comes
from the Cameo at Miami Beach.

CHARLOTTE

Universal's Southeastern
At

the

Cincinnati

hooker;

Randolph

regional

sales

Carter Wellborn has closed
Theatre at Guntersville, Ala.

Crew —
convention.

Elliott, salesman;

Harry

D.

ATLANTA:
Graham,

manager; C. T. Jordan, salesman; Si Falis, salesman; John
ager; E. F. Cox, salesman. MEMPHIS:
L. H. Andrews,
Prichard,

manager;

B. H.

Jordan

and

H.

I. Mansfield,

R.

B.

southern

Gann,
district

T. Ezell, manhooker; J. A.

salesmen.

NEW

ORLEANS:
E. O’Neill, salesman; N. LaMantia, hooker; C. McMillan, salesman; W. M. Richardson, manager. CHARLOTTE : R. H. Masterman and J.
Greenleaf, salesmen; F. J. A. McCarthy, eastern sales manager; Paul Baron,
branch manager; R. T. Good, salesman; J. M. Bishop, hooker.
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Atlanta

friends

were

his Center

shocked

to learn

of the recent death of Charlie Crute, president of the Lyric Amusement Co., Huntsville, Ala. Crute was well known and well
liked in local film circles.
Paramount

salesmen

here

are proud

of

their fine showing — second place — in the
national sales contest, and are shooting
hard at the first place mark.
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T)ONALD DIXON expects to open his new
Haskell Theatre in East Dallas within
ten days. The house is almost completely
rebuilt from the former one destroyed by
fire.
Paul Scott, former Dallas exhibitor, who,
friends think, is about to get back in show
business, continues
tact with the Row.

his rather

close con-

“Lash of the Penitentes,” owned by Mike
Levinson, did extraordinary business at
the Capitol on Elm St. The film was
booked in for five days and held over for
two. As a regular thing the Capitol plays
from two to three pictures a week.
R. J. O’Donnell, Interstate’s general
manager, flew to New York for business
conferences, expecting to join Variety
delegates later in the week at Detroit for
the national convention. He was one of
17 to represent the Dallas club.

lanta, called at the Dallas
left Tuesday for Oklahoma

and

First-Runs Demand

H. B. Robb and E. H. Rowley left this
week to attend the world premiere in
Omaha

of “Union

Pacific.”

St. Louis Variety members were laying
in waiting for the Dallas contingent to
pass through there on their way to the
national convention in Detroit. They said
to name it, whether it be a sight-seeing
trip, golf, or anything else. The 18 Dallasites may have an interesting story to
tell about Kansas City hospitality when
they return.
Walter

Stoeppleman,

former

exhibitor

L. V. Yates,

offices on Harwood
long

(Continued

a

Texas

on page

St.

exhibitor,

West Memphis, Ark. — An article recently published in the Crittenden County
Times says that a movement has been
started

in that

city to procure

first-run

films for local houses and “put an
to the discrimination shown against

end
this

section by Memphis film exchanges.”
Petitions have been circulated among

It is also contended that “under the
present system used by the Memphis exchanges, it is impossible for West Memphians or any other theatre within a

Julius Gordon, Jefferson official, spent
several days in Dallas this week in the
circuit’s booking

By West Memphis

people living in West Memphis, it is stated,
and will be turned over to the attorney
general in this state, provided the film
exchanges ignore the request.

and now the “Treasure Hunt” man, has
added two new salesmen. His latest account is in Athens where he will start the
stimulant at the Dixie.

Allan Glenn announces he is no longer
connected with Warner Bros. He has
been with the company several years,
most recently as exploitation and publicity
representative for the south.
E. S. (.Dutch) Olsmith,
ager, has been relying on

exchange
City.

is

114-C)

certain radius of Memphis to get a booking of a film before it has shown in one
of the Memphis

houses.”

Universal mana cane the last

few

days because of a broken blood vessel in his leg. An accident he sustained
on the links.
Mrs. Mitchell, sister of Jack Lilly, of
Greenville and of John Lilly, of Sulphur
Springs, was gravely ill at her home in
Commerce and fear was expressed for her
recovery. She is the mother of John
Mitchell, former Texas exhibitor and now
a banker in Lubbock, and of Doug Mitchell
with the Commerce theatres.
Arriving in Dallas Tuesday afternoon
from a social visit to the Arkansas independent exhibitors convention in Little
Rock Sunday and Monday, Col. H. A. Cole
said it was a successful affair with about
40 theatre owners attending. The Arkansas ITO is an unaffiliated unit.
L. V. Yates is now operating the Bryson
Theatre at Bryson, small oil town in west
Texas. Burt Davis was the former operator of this house. The Liberty, owned
by E. E. Lutz, is the second theatre there.
Yates formerly owned the Yates Theatre
in Bridgeport which he sold to the J. W.
Curleys.
Dallas friends on Filmrow were advised
of the death of W. Z. ( Uncle Billy) Spearman in Edmond, Okla. He was president
of the MPTO
of Oklahoma for several
terms and operated theatres in Edmond
many years.
Reports

also reached

the

Row

of the

death Tuesday of Glenn Dickinson’s father at Kansas City. Glenn Dickinson,
former owner of the Kansas circuit bearing his name, is now a partner in Griffith-Dickinson Theatres, Inc., a merger
of properties of those interests.
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s

Universal

seated:

J. H. Lutzer,
C. E. Hilgers, Republic’s southern division manager with headquarters in At-

CITY

salesmen.

L. D. Lutzer, salesman.
J. E. Hobbs,

stalwarts

E. S. Olsmith,

manager;

to the
manager;

Standing

regional

convention

are J. E. Mitchell,

OKLAHOMA
H. H. Martin,

in Cincinnati.

W. R. Pittinger, C. M. Miller and

CITY,

seated:

salesman.

office manager,

W.

Standing

G. Wray,

and

salesman;

is M. M. Holstein,
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Concentration Rules

Okla. Independents
Called to Parley
(Continued

from

page

Buying of Houses

107)
Oklahoma

confronted with the same problems and
in the same difficult situations that are

have

passed

City — Before

many

years

theatre

of the

state

part of the every-day business day of
the independent exhibitor. If I were alone
in these efforts I would feel that the
energy I have been using for several
months would be wasted. But I have not
been.

are

“Every informed person in the business
knows that in the field of independent
equipment some of the dealers are selling
the chain operators equipment at from 30
to 50 per cent below list prices, while on
the other hand these same dealers are
selling the independent theatre at a much
higher figure. Yet my grievance is not
with the chain operator because he builds
himself a strong organization but with the
independents who have in the past refused
to weld themselves together in just such a
strong setup. The tremendous amount of
effort being put forth by the present
group of independents in their efforts to
organize this buying pool has convinced
me that the independent exhibitors of the
state have at last realized they cannot
hope to survive competition as long as
each goes his separate way.
To Survive Competition

trades and purchases
tors as well.

predicting that the element of competition in other than the metropolitan
cities of the state will fade if not be completely eliminated.
The trend has been noticed not only in
the circuit operations but in the sales,

Circuits

Over the Waves —
That triple-threat entertainer, Nelson
Eddy, as he was caught in Miami by
a local fail’s camera on his return via
the West Indies clippership after a
concert in Havana. It was about his
third interest, rather than either of
his other two assignments, the films
and

tor’s picture contract. That is a disgrace
to the intelligence of these men. When

“Furthermore

the pressure

of the larger

radio, that the jovial young

bari-

tone elected to talk. He’s particularly
keen just now about sculpturing . He
was accompanied by his bride.

operators

to gain control of every independent situation ranges from placing opposition houses against them to running
de luxe houses for a ten-cent admission.
No independent can possibly stand by him-

SIMPLEX TYPE "E"
FOUR ★ * * ★ SOUND

operating

in the

state

operaseveral

A checkup by Boxoffice of theatre
sales and purchases during the last six
months has revealed that independents are
adopting this plan also. In the past a
number of independents have acquired one
or two theatres in as many as four or
five cities or towns with competition in
each town. Now most sales made are those
in which swaps are engineered or in which
independents with money to spend for expansion, are buying up competing properties in their own cities and towns rather
than looking for other “pastures.”
Today’s ambitious independent, it is revealed, is far more interested in having
four theatres in one city than a single
theatre in each of four cities.
Simplicity of operation, advantages in
booking films and purchase of equipment,
having them close at hand are advanced
and better control of the properties by
as reasons for the idea.
self against these sort of tactics. He has
just one thing that he can do; organize
with all other independents in a group
that will have the strength to do away
with practices such as these.
“The whole situation induces the independent man to take some sort of action.
Yet before they start any applied pressure
the full support of every independent man
in the field must be gained.
“If the federal government falls down
on the job, then the independent man can
fall back on public opinion. As I understand it, every independent man in this

The Small Theatre Owner's (200-800 seats) Opportunity to Give Big Time Reproduction at a Price
Heretofore Considered Impossible.

tle his difficulties in a peaceful way.”
Personnel of the preliminary organization setup is expected to be announced
late this week. It also is understood that

Just $1.00 (one dollar) a day will pay for SIMPLEX TYPE “E" SOUND—
only four or five extra admissions — The enthusiasm of your patrons will

from among the “steering committee”
group that has been leading organization
of the various scattered groups.

territory

will use his best efforts to set-

a pre-organization

bring extra dollars in dividends.
section — Wire Now.

Don't Wait — be the Leader

in your

NATIONAL THEATRE SUPPLY CO.
ATLANTA

—

DALLAS

—

MEMPHIS —
OKLAHOMA

NEW ORLEANS
CITY

—

CHARLOTTE

chairman

Air Condition

will be named

at Pelham

Pelham, Ga. — The Pine Theatre, operated by Interstate Enterprise Corp., has
purchased air conditioning equipment.

Renew

Messenheimer

Hollywood — Metro
contract of Sam
arranger.
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of independent

years ago set out to secure complete operation control of a number of worthwhile
cities and devoted their efforts in that
direction rather than broadening out in
other cities.

“As we all know, the third party, or
chain operator, enters into every exhibi-

the independent has been properly organized he also will receive consideration and
recognition. Then no longer will this third
party be able to dictate how many days
he has to wait for a picture and in many
cases how much the independent has to
pay in film rentals.

leaders

has

renewed

Messenheimer,

BOXOFFICE
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Child Labor

Rules Infringement Proof
Must Precede Accounting
Charlotte,

N. C. — Infringement

of the

book, “Marshal Ney: A Dual Life,” must
be shown before the plaintiff is entitled
to know how much money Loew’s, Inc.,
and Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer have made on
the film, “The Bravest of the Brave,”
Judge E. Yates Webb ruled in federal district court in action for $250,000 brought
by LeGette Blythe, author of the book,
against the film company and distributors
of the film.
At

the

same

time,

Judge

Webb

sus-

tained defendants’ objection to answering
questions in an interrogatory submitted
by plaintiff, answers to which his counsel
said were necessary to the preparation of
the case. Defense counsel took exception
to eight of the 31 questions submitted. The
eight dealt with revenue derived by defendant companies from exhibition of the
short subject, “The Bravest
which plaintiff contends
copyright of his book.

of the Brave,”
infringes the

E. Riggs McConnell, defense counsel, indicated his clients might be willing to
settle for a “reasonable sum” and then
offered to settle immediately for $1,000,
which was promptly rejected by W. C.
Davis, counsel for Blythe.
Judge Webb again withheld judgment
on the defense motion filed last fall that
M-G-M be dismissed as a party defendant
to the suit on the ground that Loew’s
produces and distributes the pictures appearing under the trade name M-G-M.
McConnell gave notice that if the

Charge
^HE state of Louisiana is building a
$1,000,000 amusement park at Lake
Pontcharian. A beach, of course, will be
one of the main attractions . . . “Snow
White” is in its second week at the Regent,
New Orleans, and doing good business . . .
Roller skating is attracting hundreds of
younger

An

people to the New
nicipal Auditorium nightly.

offshoot

of Bank

at the dog track
short distance

Night

Orleans

Dance

Oklahoma City — Thirteen charges of violating the state child labor law have been
filed against Forrest M. Sweiger. manager
of the Plaza Theatre here and Kathryn
Duffy

of the Kathryn

Duffy

Dance

Studio.

Mu-

A “style revue,” in which children of the
dance school participated at the theatre
April 15, is basis for the charge.

is operating

Mrs. Duffy expressed surprise at the
charges. She said that she had asked
Sweiger to obtain permission from proper
authorities at the state capitol before she
sent the children.

in St. Bernard

from

Over

Violation

parish, a

the heart of Canal

St.

A patron picks five dogs and for the correct list he gets $100. There are smaller
prizes too . . . Bob Kelly, GN branch manager, has been replaced by Bill Minder of
Atlanta.
The Imperial Theatre, Mr. and R. J.
Brunet is celebrating its 17th anniversary.
L. Gascon, the projectionist, has been in
the booth since its opening. The Boswell
Sisters made their first stage appearance
at the Imperial . . . T. O. Tuttle, the
premium man, is in circulation again after
an absence from the Row for three months.
It might be interesting to know that T. O.
won his suit for several hundred dollars
against a New York supply house.

case goes on trial and Blythe loses, the
defendants will petition the court to
charge against him the entire cost of the
suit.

Sweiger, she said, neglected to obtain the
permission, because none of the children
or the studio was being paid and he didn’t
suppose there would be any objections.
Later, after the matinee, he called W. A.
Pat Murphy, state labor commissioner, and
discussed the performance.
The

second

show

was

presented

at the

Duffy School “annual spring revue,” with
the understanding that this would bring it
within the law. Mrs. Duffy said, “I said
I’d rather give up my own show than disshe

appoint the children
explained.

and

their mothers,”

Mrs. Duffy and Sweiger are charged with
permitting children under 16 years of age
to perform or dance in a public theatre, an
occupation

“injurious

to health

and

morals

and hazardous to life and limb.”
The complaint was signed by Mrs. Zelda
Harrell, deputy labor commissioner.

MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCTIONS, Inc.
Exclusive Producers and Distributors of The Finest All-Colored Cast Pictures
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Overton Petitions

ITO Notes

For "A'Troduct

Little Rock — Quite a
faces were seen Sunday

Overton, Tex. — A petition asking for the
release to the Overton Theatre of a “fair

Arnold, ITO special representative, reports 62 new members have been obtained.

number of Grade A pictures” for use in this
house has been presented to Jefferson
Amusement Co. in Beaumont by over 260
citizens and business men of Overton and
surrounding territory.

Many oldtimers, who hadn’t attended a
convention for several years were on
hand. Renewed interest in the association
was apparent among all.

Hotel

This theatre, reputed to have cost $50,000, was built last year by a group of local
business men forming the Overton Amusement Co. The Jefferson circuit, at this
time operated the Strand, and later built
the Gem, a smaller theatre.
The

petition

to Jefferson

follows:

“Whereas, prior to the building of the
Overton Theatre, by representative citizens of Overton, representatives had been
appointed and had made overtures to the
Jefferson Amusement Company to provide
the town with a theatre in keeping with
the business done in the town, and to
provide the town with Grade A pictures at
reasonable prices; and,
“Whereas, the said Jefferson Amusement Company had refused to provide the
town with such desired theatre, and continued running with the exception of Sunday and Monday, pictures which the citizens considered not to be conducive to
the bringing of patrons from the trade
territory into the town, and at such prices
as were considered extremely high for such
pictures as were shown; and,

“Whereas, representative
Overton prepared plans and

citizens of
began con-

number of new
and Monday at

Marion, meeting place for the annual convention of the Arkansas ITO. Jack

★

Charles Bonner of the Community Theatre, Pine Bluff, is in somewhat of a predicament. His young son, Charles Richard, age 7, appears to be in competition
with

him. Young Bonner is an accomplished dancer, having appeared here and
in other cities over the state. He recently completed his fifth appearance at his
father’s competitive theatre in Pine Bluff.
Charles Senior, however, says he isn’t going to interfere and that his idea is to
“let the best man

win.”

KING’S

KING'S

See

KING

for Theatre Remodeling and Re-vamping.
KNOWING HOW
SINCE 1910
PLANS

ON

REMODELING

KING

SCENIC

JOB

20 1 1 V2 Jackson St.
DALLAS

ALO

315 s. harwood

struction of a de luxe theatre, and thereupon Jefferson Amusement Company began construction of another smaller theatre for the sole purpose of consuming all
product in order that the Overton Theatre
not be able to secure Grade A pictures, and using its power, purchased all
current runs of pictures (with the one
exception of United Artists) for the sole
purpose of forcing the said representative
citizens to close the Overton theatre; and,

companies to sell them second run of pictures for the Overton Theatre, and have
been refused the use of second run of the
pictures in Overton for obvious reasons;
“Therefore, the undersigned representative citizens of Overton, Texas, and surrounding territory, do petition the Jefferson Amusement Company to release to
the Overton Theatre a fair number of

Over

114

A pictures for use in this house.”
Offer to Lease
seven pages of signatures were attached to the petition, the names being
of bankers, professional men, merchants, teachers, farmers and housewives.

In connection with presentation of the
petition, John E. Timberlake of Overton
Amusement Co. said:
“The trip to Beaumont was made on
April 19. A nice little talk was had with
Mr. Julius Gordon, but of course all that
was gained was an offer to lease our house

COOLING

BUFFALO

Wightman, Royal, Arkadelphia; Bill Headstream, Melba, Batesville; Mrs. John Harkey, Ozark Amusement Co., Hardy; H. E.
Ruh, Ozark, Berry ville; C. F. Bonner,
Community, Pine Bluff; R. V. McGinnis,
New, Hope; H. E. Harrington, New, Hope;
Ernest Conard, Dixie, Huntsville; Orville
Conard,

Dixie, Green Forest; Lester McCormick, Majestic, Green Forest; Mr. and
Mrs. K. K. King, Rialto, Searcy; Hy Sanders, Robb and Rowley, Little Rock.
Colorado — J. A. Mclnaney, Alexander
Film Co., Colorado Springs.
Louisiana — N. B. Blount, RCA, New
Orleans.
Greig,

United

Artists,

20th Century-Fox; Ben Jordan, Universal;
Howard L. Dean, Paramount; Mike Carmichael, Monogram; M. E. Wiman, Monogram; Herbert Kahn, Columbia; R. P.
Dawson, National Theatre Supply; R. V.

which,

BUFF

108)

the desk a $100 bill. “I can’t cash that,”
the ticket seller said. “Nobody else can,
either,” replied Blume. It happened to be
an old confederate certificate.

those

CO.

page

Tennessee — Bailey Prichard, Peerless
Adv. Co.; H. I. Mansfield, Universal;
Jimmy Prichard, Universal; Nat Wyse,

Grade

FREE

from

W. E. Blume, formerly of the Rialto,
Searcy, and now connected with a Little
Rock firm, tendered the ticket seller at

“Whereas, these owners of the Overton
Theatre have importuned the producing

individual treatment of theatre auditoriums please patrons inside.

(Continued

Lee, Gem, Heber Springs; Mr. and Mrs.
O. G. Wren, Crescent, Little Rock; J. P.
Norman, Best Theatre, England; Mr. and
Mrs. D. E. Pitton, Lyric, Harrison; Robert

Missouri — James
St. Louis.

★

might

FRONTS AND LOBBIES
pull them in,

From Six States
For Convention

ENGINEERING

of course, we are not interested

EQUIPMENT
CO., INC.

Dallas,

texas

in.”

Reagin, RKO; Mrs. R. V. Reagin, RKO;
Ollie Williamson jr„ Warner Bros.; J. A.
Carruth, Warner; A1 Moore, Warner; T. B.
Haynes, Columbia;
Screen Service; M.

R. H. Conway, Nat’l
Lindner, Nat’l Screen

Service; Mr. and Mrs. O. D. Bland, Nat’l
Theatre Supply; O. Jones, Monogram, and
Todd Ferguson, M-G-M, all of Memphis.
Texas — Col. H. A. Cole, president of
Allied; S. M. Perrin, Alexander Film Co.;
A. J. Del Cambre, United Artists; Buddy
Harris, TAD Screen Service, all of Dallas.

Stoeppleman to Launch
New Game at Athens
Dallas — Walter

Stoeppleman,

owner

of

“Treasure Hunt,” was making special plans
this week for opening of the boxoffice
stimulant in Ed and
Theatre in Athens.
Further

Will Dorbandt’s

completing

his

Dixie

distributing or-

ganization, Stoeppleman said that “Dad”
McKean, former Bank Night distributor
and former Fox and Paramount manager
in St. Louis, will handle “Treasure
in the St. Louis territory.

Hunt”

Frank Mims, former Texas film salesman, will arrive in Dallas May 1, to join
the

“Treasure
pleman said.

Hunt”

sales force, Stoep-

Tommy Boothe Wins $150
Prize lor Management
Cleveland, Tex. — Tommy Boothe, manager of the Cleveland Theatre, won first
prize and $150 in a 20-week contest among
23 J. G. Long theatres for most successful
management over the circuit, including
the highest increase in business. Boothe
reportedly divided the prize money with
other employes of the theatre.

BOXOFFICE
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Film Education and Not
Censorship Is Needed
]yj A. LIGHTMAN, president of Malco
Theatres, who is chief barker of the
Variety Club in Memphis, together with
Tom Young, assistant chief barker, and
Jimmy Prichard, canvassman, were scheduled to leave by car Thursday for Detroit
to attend the national convention of
Variety, April 27-28-29.
M. H. Brandon, president •/ Film Transit, Inc., has returned to Charlotte after
spending several days in Memphis . . .
Norman Moray, general sales manager for
Vitagraph, was here for a sales meeting.
D. E. Fitton, who for the past 15 years
has operated the Lyric at Harrison, Ark.,
was in Memphis a few days this week for
the first time in five years.
Exhibitors seen along the Row: Bill
Ellis, Ellis at Cleveland ; Orris Collins,
Capitol and Majestic, Paragould; Nathan
Flexer, Waverly; Emma Cox of Osceola;
J. J. Sharum, Walnut Ridge; Joe Applebaum, Hollandale; Joe Wiley and J. Dee
Henry, Roxy, Union City; Ned Green,
Legion and Princess, Mayfield; John
Shannon of Portageville; Charles Collier
of Shaw.
M.

M.

Buchanan,

better

known

as

“Buck,” has announced he will open a
new 350-seat theatre in Athens, Ala., to
be known as the Bama . . . Charles E.
Kessnich, district manager for M-G-M,
paid the Memphis office a visit.
Sidney Wharton, who owns and operates the Pastime and Avalon theatres in
Warren, Ark., spent several days in Memphis booking. This is the first time Sidney has been here since the convention
last December.
John Mangham, president of Monogram
Southern, spent several days here installing Mike Carmichael as his new
branch manager to succeed M. E. Wiman,
transferred to Atlanta. Carmichael comes
to Memphis from Charlotte where he was
manager for Monogram.

The

Paramount exchange is now operating on a five-day week. If this arrangement proves satisfactory during the summer, it will become a permanent policy.

Charles Portwood, adsales manager for
Columbia, thrown the other day from his
motorcycle, suffered lacerations of the
head and bruises about the body. He is on
the job with several stitches in his scalp,
plus a lot of bandages.

Clyde Westbrook, mayor of Cleveland,
Miss., was here and advised he had taken
over the Regent in Cleveland. After extensive remodeling , he will open it as the
Wesco.

Advertise

PICTORIAL

With

Postcard PROGRAMS

Siae
A lot of program for a little money.
Past Service . . . Samples on Request.

KNOX

PRINTING

Hoopeston,

BOXOFFICE

CO.

IU.

Orleans — “It

is better

to

educate

was directed at “arbitrary local boards”
and not at the industry’s censor. Will
Hays, she explained.
Mrs. Friend was re-elected president of
the council and others named were: Mrs.

Bill Bugie, Paramount’s branch manager, is; among those who attended the
Little Rock convention.

A. B. Tucker, advisory vice-president:
Mrs. Charles Gussman, secretary; Mrs.
John E. Hogan, treasurer.

Perry Spencer, publicity man for Republic, spent several days here working on

The group went on record against double billing and “gambling” in theatres.

a?i advance campaign for “Man of Conquest,” which opened at the Warner
Theatre, April 28 . . . Jimmy Rogers, Columbia’s branch manager, has returned
from a trip into the territory.
John Barrymore

and wife, Elaine Barrie,

appeared here in “My Dear Children” at
the Ellis Auditorium to capacity crowds on
Friday and Saturday . . . Jack Mulhall,
actor, spent several days in Memphis working on RKO’s talent search.
Norman Colquohoun, RKO salesman, is
now calling on accounts on crutches. In a
fall he broke his ankle and he will be
forced to wear a cast for six weeks. With
the aid of a chauffeur and the crutches,
he hasn’t missed an account.

HOT

Early Morning Fire Guts
House at Monroe , N. C.
Monroe,

BUY

N.

C. — State

theatre

here

was

gutted in an early morning fire which
burned several adjacent buildings.
Wheeler Smith, manager of the theatre,
estimated his loss at about $25,000 half
covered by insurance. No one was in the
house at the time. The fire started in a
building in the rear of the theatre.
Tos
Pembroke,

Opens
Ga. — S.

at Pembroke
G.

Tos

has

opened

his new house here. Tos also operates
houses at Reidsville and Claxton.

WEATHER

is just around

the corner

. . .

Ollie Williamson, Warner’s branch manager, spent several days in Nashville,
Tenn., with Tony Sudekum of the Crescent
Amusement and Kermit Stengel of Rockwood Amusements.
Spring is in the air and vacation time
is here. Margie Ryan of the National
Screen Service is off on a two-week trip
and Irvine Bryant of the cashier’s department at Fox, as well as Bob Williams
of the advertising department, are also
on well-earned rests.

New

the public on the value of good pictures
than it is to attempt censorship by arbitrary boards,” Mrs. Joseph E. Friend,
president, told the Louisiana Motion Picture Council at the annual meeting of the
organization. Her attack on censorship

U. S. AIRCO
FANS

- WASHERS

- CONTROLS

NOW!
Why

put off installing cooling equipment?
Write us now for our low prices.

W1L-KFN
il
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OK

LA. CITY

JULIAN MITCHELL, formerly with the
Crescent film exchange here in Oklahoma City, is leaving for Dallas shortly
to become manager of a new theatre being constructed there. The house is as
yet unnamed.
The first half of the Shipman- Bullard
team, operating a theatre in Durant, has
a good sideline — he’s a member of the
Oklahoma State Highway Patrol. We understand he makes considerable impression
on Filmrow folks when he comes to town.
“Quizzer
by KTUL

Baseball” is a new theatre audience-radio broadcast game being put on
at Tulsa from the stage of South-

western’s Plaza Theatre. It is the usual
quiz program with emphasis on the national sport, and is sponsored by four
Tulsa business firms.
Report on “ The Wanderings of T. B.
Noble jr” — back at his desk following a
trip to the Gulf for fishing, with business
stopovers in Dallas.
The $4,500 emergency appropriation for
the maintenance of the Will Rogers memorial was passed by the legislature. The
money will be appropriated for maintenance from January 1 this year to June 30.
The memorial is at Claremore.
Business is on a slight upgrade at local
neighborhood and subsequent run houses,
though double bills still reign supreme.

Allied's Newest Unit Is
Formed in Los Angeles

S A IT

Dallas — A new Allied organization has
been formed in California, with headquarters in Los Angeles, it was announced Wednesday, by Col. H. A. Cole, president of

^

Allied States Ass’n.
“I have been in correspondence the last
couple of months with Mr. James C. Quinn
of Los Angeles, who now advises me they
have formed an organization and have
applied for affiliation with Allied and
now we can number them among the Al-

was

lied groups,” Col. Cole
New officers follow:
Seth

Perkins,

said.

president:

Jules

GOO Seater for Martinsville, Va.

Mae

West

Show

Dallas — Mae West and company was
to highlight the Majestic stage for a week
starting Saturday.

From
Tucker

has

resigned

We understand an individual is giving
serious thought to setting in another theatre in Capitol Hill, suburb of Oklahoma
City. Standard has its Circle there and
Sam Caporal has the Yale.

Vernon, Tex. — Its face lifted and renovated inside, the Majestic here has been
reopened by C. C. Hamm, who owns the
house with his brother, V. E., of Wichita
Falls. The Majestic has been dark about
a month.

Money Talks, Dealers Wanted
Blowers — Washers — Silent Multiple Rotor
Blowers — Spray Nozzles.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.

Washers
Washers
Washers
Washers
Blower, Steel
Blower, Steel
Blower, Steel
Blower, Steel

Cess Pump
and
Fess Belts and
or more 32c.

PETERSON

Motors.
Motors.

"FREEZEM”

§198.00
237.00
310.00
353.00
131.00
187.50
247.00
287.00

F.O.B.
Spray

MFG.

Kansas City, Mo.
Nozzles, lots 100

<5, SALES

G. A. Peterson, Phone HA. 1389
316 Southwest Blvd., Factory
2620 Charlotte St., Office
Kansas
City, Mo.

So successful was the Robb & RowleyUnited convention last week in Dallas that
officials decided it will be an annual event
from now on, according to reliable sources.
One

the
the
and
none

Majestic Renovated

17.000
22.000
32.000
40.000
17.000
26.000
40.000
50.000

CO.

highlight was the talk from Hollywood made by Lou Anger, personal attorney and representative of Joseph Schenck,
address coming into the Dallas convention over the wires. Anger told about
good pictures coming up from Fox
all the other companies, leaving out
of them.

Unfortunately

the photo

taken

at the

banquet was too dim for good reproduction. The photographer said excess smoke
in the room affected his light. However,
the managers and partners as listed in
Boxoffice last week were there and at the
dais were H. B. Robb, E. H. Rowley, Mike
Rice, Don Douglas, C. V. Jones, G. S.
Rheinhardt, D. G. Bell, all of the home
office, and L. L. Brickhouse, of Little
Rock.
Film
they
from

managers

were

invited to tell what

knew about next season’s
their respective companies.

entitled “The First Century of Baseball” and is released by the American

League. The Optimist
Gang was responsible

Club’s Knot Hole
for obtaining the

picture.
“Lasso,”

a

Paul

produced

Willett

here

featurette,

in Cinecolor

is

utiliz-

ing the Jefferson Senior High School’s
famous lasso girls pep squad, Mexican
cowboys, and other local atmosphere as
the background for the short subject soon
to be released.
Carla & Fernando, the Warner Bros,
dancing stars who broke all attendance
records for the Gleam Night Club here,
are now being featured in the stage show
at the National Theatre
limited engagement.

Funeral

services

here

for Mrs.

for an

Velma

un-

Mon-

tague, who was shot to death near Edinburg last week, were held in Lockney,
Tex., Sunday. Mrs. Montague was well
known in the Rio Grande Valley as a
theatre operator. She is survived by her
husband, Dr. L. J. Montague, two small
daughters, and mother, Mrs. James Still.

Screen

Service

took

a big dish

both days. As a usual thing with all
conventions in this section, NSS was very
in evidence

with

esting displays
The NSS
the MPTOA

in the convention

room.

Snooper, which was born at
convention in Oklahoma City,

made

its appearance with “inside” information on the private lives of the conventioneers— and a “whoopee” order blank
which left nothing to the imagination.

Joe Estes, National’s special service manager, is editor of the Snooper.
Paul

Short

addressed

the convention

on

the value of the new Photo-Art Process
Posters. He brought along plenty of sam-

ples.
One of the interesting highlights was
the illuminating talk by Besa Short, head
of Interstate’s short subjects department.
She is acknowledged to be one of the outstanding program builders of the industry. Mrs. Short, on the special invitation
from Messrs. Robb, Rowley and C. V.
Jones, spoke on the value of building,
booking and selling shorts and illustrated
her talk with actual samples of successful
campaigns.
The

Seventy-five persons were guests at dinner the second night, winding up the af-

National

Convention

product

fair.

much

114-B

the R&R

as operator

of two of his father’s houses to accept a
position as city manager with the new
Griffith-Dickinson circuit in Missouri.

Theatre last week. Guy Airey, vice-president of the San Antonio Padres, was in
charge of the gratis performance. The film

Paragraphs

L. C. Griffith back in town after a visit
with R. E. Griffith at Dallas.
Irving

Wolf,

Martinsville, Va. — Plans have been announced by Dr. E. M. McDaniel for construction of a building to house a theatre, drugstore, grocery and apartments.
The theatre will seat 600.

Awaiting

FREE
Saturday morning show on
baseball was presented at the Aztec

being

vice-president; Fred Hernshorn, treasurer,
and James C. Quinn, executive secretary.
L. L. Bard and B. J. Leavitt join the officials to form a board of directors.
Quinn is a former Texas independent
exhibitor owning the Texas-Grand in El
Paso up until about 15 years ago.

<Q> N IE

colorful and

inter-

allotted time

to Joe Estes

was

five

minutes, but when he warmed into his
subject and was showing signs of quitting,
Ed Rowley

shouted,

“Go

to tell ’em.”
hasWallace
Walthall

on Joe, somebody

was

“The Grand Old Man of
confined his remarks to a
and

scholarly

“Thank

BOXOFFICE

introduced

as

Filmrow” but
very gracious

You.”
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TENNESSEE

Locke Bolen Will Replace
Present Jackson House

PETITION for Sunday shows in Humboldt was defeated by a 3 to 2 vote . . .
The Maury Theatre of Mt. Pleasant, following a favorable vote by the city council, presented its first Sunday schedule
April 16.
Sunday shows were defeated in Pulaski
also the past week. Two ballots resulted in
a tie. Mayor W. R. Rackley broke it. But
E. R. Jackson, manager of the local theatre, will try again.
Robert Tunks, manager of the Lyric,
Guthrie, Ky., and Miss Mackie Sory of
Adams, Tenn., are now one.
Crescent Amusement will build a new
theatre at Paris to replace the Capitol.

Interstate Circuit Shifts
Hughes
Paris,

to Paris, Tex.

Tex. — J. T. Hughes

of Brecken-

ridge has been transferred by the Interstate circuit to Paris as active manager
of the Grand, Plaza and Lamar. His
coming in no way affected the connection
of C. J. Musselman with the circuit, who
remains as a partner in the operating
company.
Hughes replaces John Burke who resigned to engage in another line of business. In Breckenridge, Hughes has been
succeeded as city manager by Bill Smith,
transferred by the circuit from Amarillo.

Interstate Circuit Will
Meet

on May

Dallas— -The

8-12

Interstate

convention,

an-

nual affair with the circuit, is definitely
set for Galveston starting May 8 for four
days. Meetings will be held at the Galvez.

Act for Health
Tyler,

Tex. — On

instructions

from

local

health officers, theatre owners here will
clean and disinfect their properties as a
further safeguard against flu and pneumonia, which have been prevalent.

DALLAS
(Continued

from page 111)

operating the Bryson Theatre at Bryson,
located in an oil area. The house was
first established by Burt Davis and associates.
Although not a delegate, Horace Falls,
assistant general manager of Griffith
Amusement Co., made an “extra” on the
trek to Detroit and the national Variety
convention.
Prank Keasler, whose main office as
a lumberman is in Hughes Springs, and
who has been casting part of his lot in
show business, was on the Row . . . Film
men reported a fine time at the “Open
House” last weekend at the palatial new
home just completed by Henry Hall at
Beeville. Henry, during the development of
Hall Industries circuit in south Texas, always has been a great entertainer.
BOXOFFICE

T J. SHARUM,
Jackson,

Ala. — Locke

Bolen

is making

plans for early construction of a new
theatre, to replace his present Jackson.
The new structure will occupy the site of
the old one, but will be much larger and
more conveniently arranged. Temporary
housing for the show will be provided
while the new building is being erected.

N. C. — C. V. Davis,

New

Sparkman

now

has

a

permanent film house. It is owned by
Mr. and Mrs. James Taylor. The house,
recently constructed, seats 350.

m in a m i
"J^HIRTY
key houses
in thea
United managers
Theatresof are
climaxing
spring junket with a flight to Havana
this week on a specially chartered Pan
American clippership. These men, guests
of E. J. Sparks, president of United Theatres, began their jaunt with deep sea fishing expeditions, going out into the gulf
stream in chartered fishing cruisers at
Stuart. United Theatres have more than
100 houses in Florida.
Among visiting theatremen this week
have been F. J. (Bill) Allig of United
Theatre Supply Co., who also took off for
foreign shores from Miami, flying the
airlanes to Nassau; Hubert Lyon, RKO
southern manager, and Walter Rodgers,
theatre executive from Cairo, III., were
also in Miami briefly. The latter departed by clippership for Havana.
Discontinued during the rush of the
winter season, the Wometco publication
Contact again will be issued regularly,
starting with the May number, its editor,
Sonny Shepherd assures the local Boxoffice

Trend Toward

Wider

Of Stage Shows
Oklahoma

Use

Seen

City — Advance

information

secured by Boxoffice points to wider use
of stage shows by theatres in cities and
towns over the state during the forthcoming year.

House

Ark. — Sparkman

The Camden, a new theatre seating 350,
opened Wednesday at Camden with Jack
D. Guest and O. G. Arnold as owners. This
is Camden’s fourth film house.

local

operator, announces plans for a new theatre here. Construction is expected to
start soon. A lot on Green street, adjoining the Caldwell Hotel, has been purchased.

Sparkman,

of the Sharum,

New rugs have been installed at the
Community, Pine Bluff. The house also
has been remodeled.

C. V. Davis Plans New
House at Morganton
Morganton,

manager

1 Walnut Ridge, announces that the New
Theatre Co. has bought the equipment of
the Marmaduke Theatre and will move it
to Walnut Ridge in the near future.

correspondent.

Escape from the onus of antique films,
imposed upon it by existing contracts and
the long standing protection period enforced on current releases, is momentarily
secured, the management of the Cameo
reports, by the booking of such features
as the current " Mamele ” with its strong
racial appeal and with the popular Molly
Picon as an added attraction.
Construction is due to be started on
two new Miami theatres in May, one a
downtown house and the other a suburban to be erected at the principal intersection of the proposed new white housing project. Work has not been started
on the new Negro theatre, whose erection
was announced some time ago.

The

use of stage units has been practically dormant during the past year, with
talent available for worthwhile presentations such as to make desirable units almost impossible to obtain.
It is known that a number of theatre
owners, heretofore cool to the idea of
stage units, are giving serious consideration to the presentation of local groups,
semi-professional talent and touring units.
Stiffening of small town ordinances
regulating carnivals and tent shows so
that these units are finding it more and
more difficult to make profitable tours
has had much to do with consideration by
the theatre owners.

Roberts Enthusiastic Over
Smaller Sound System
Dallas — J. I. Roberts,

National

Thea-

tre Supply Co. branch manager, is hopped up over arrival of new sound equipment which the company has designed
for the smaller theatres from 200 to 800
seats.
The new system occupies minimum
space in the projection booth and is readily accessible for inspection and servicing,
Roberts said. A microphone and phonograph input jack is provided, he said.

Russellville Opening
Russellville,

Ark. — The

remodeled

New

Theatre has opened. The ceiling and
screen have been raised and the projection booth has also been raised and made
fireproof. An enlarged balcony provides
50 additional seats for white and 50 for
colored. New draperies, carpets and lighting fixtures were added. H. A. Brownlee,
manager of the Ritz, will also manage the
New. Both are owned by Malco Theatres,
Inc.

The Queen Feature Service, inc.
Quality Theatre
191tiyz

Morris

Equipment

Ave.

BIRMINGHAM,

& Supplies
Phone

ALA.

3-8665
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Oklahoma

Texas Notes

Many

Alpine — R. O. Rayburn is now manager
of the Cactus Theatre, succeeding Gene
Lacy. The theatre is owned by M. A.
Sanders of Lubbock.
Ft. Stockton — G. A. Cole has opened
his attractive Cole Theatre in a building
he recently purchased and remodeled.
Friona — Ray Landrum expects to open
the new Regal Theatre in two weeks.
Goose Creek — L. A. Gelling has arrived from Kilgore with the assignment of
district manager of East Texas Theatres
for this area and as manager of the Arcadia at Baytown. He will have charge
of
He
L.
of
at

the Tri-Cities, LaPorte and Conrow.
has been with the circuit 11 years.
R. Rigby remains as assistant manager
the Arcadia and manager of the Alamo
Pelly on Fridays and Saturdays.

Kosse — L. W.
Kosse Theatre.

Kruger

has

reopened

the

Marshall — Irwin Waite, former manager for the Interstate circuit in Dallas,
and

here

as manager

of the Para-

Port Arthur — Frank P. Ahysen, 53,
former manager of the Majestic here, died
in Baltimore after a brief illness.

How

Equipment

Closes

"Average

Deals

Oklahoma City — Sales of equipment by
the Oklahoma Theatre Supply Co. for the
past week have been announced as follows by President J. Eldon Peak:
Air conditioning units were sold for the
Tower and Arrow theatres at Broken Bow,
Okla.; Queen and Gem, DeQueen, Ark.;
Pine Theatre, Dierks, Ark.; Gem and Liberty theatres, Nashville, Ark., and Dixie,
Ashdown, Ark.; all K. Lee Williams Theatres, Inc., houses.
Systems have also been sold to Clarence
Auskerman for his Wakita Theatre at
Wakita, Okla., to W. T. Henderson for his
Alvo, Medford, Okla., and to W. H. Sonneman’s Concord at Springdale, Ark.
Six hundred new seats and marquee letters have been sold to Harry Loewenstein,

Atlanta — A.
reports

that

in

objects

New

made

my

living

on

to

Orleans

k"
Will Sticpicture

of the western

"I have

would
and

is over.
Westerns

was

pass

the

and

western

super

western

that the regular

films

would

go

opus
action

on

Mayor Makes Opening
Newever/'Texas Official

for-

of

Waxahachie, Tex. — With the mayor
snipping a red ribbon across the new
Texas front, that theatre was formally
opened

a few days ago with gala ceremony. The Texas is owned by the Robb

& Rowley-United circuit and it replaces the
former Texas destroyed by fire during the
Christmas holidays.
Another theatre here for the circuit —
the Ritz — is now under construction to be
completed about May 15, when the company will be operating three houses with
the present Ritz making the third. D. P.
Callahan is the local R&R city manager.

Siler City Debut

Buy Steinbeck Story
Hollywood — Screen rights to “Grapes
of Wrath,” by John Steinbeck, have been
purchased

motion

Bromberg
said

the day

however,

Siler City, N. C. — Formal opening and
dedication of the Elder Theatre was a recent big local event. Mrs. Runa Curtis,
of Liberty, and T. Cecil Frazier, of here,
are owners and manager of the house,
which seats 600.

to operate

C.

he

Western

for years/' he declares, "and have not
turned cgainst them. What I did say,

Tivoli, Ardmore. Richard S. Fryer purchased 300 seats for his Ritz at Grove,
Okla., and 610 seats were sold to the Griffith Amusement Co. for the Murray at
Ponca City, Okla.
An air conditioning unit, new carpet,
light fixtures, screen and rectifiers were
sold A. W. Phillips for his Rio at Grandfield, Okla.

who recently was employed by Jefferson Amusement Co. in Beaumont, has been

transferred
mount.

Supply

by 20th-Fox.

picture theatres

profitably
Here is a new book full of HOW TO DO IT information, written by a man
who believes that the first objective of theatre management is to make money.
In this book he covers motion picture theatre management from A to Z,
giving the best results of years of experience as a guide in establishing
successful policies, building profitable business, and efficiently operating any
size theatre.

The Management of
Motion Picture Theatres
By FRANK

Get

This Great

Management!

Aid

GET

to Theatre

H. RICKETSON,

Jr.

President, Fox Inter-Mountain Theatres, Inc.

IT TODAY!!
Send check or money

375 p °ges' 6x9« illustrated, $3.50
order to

ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS, 4704 East Ninth Street, Kansas City, Missouri
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Major Exchanges May Pull Out
Of Nova Scotia Tem porarily

Final Reading for
Film Board Bill
Ottawa — The bill providing for the creation of the National Film Board for
Canada finally received its third and final
reading in the senate of the Dominion
Parliament, after it had been favorably
reported upon by a special committee of
the Upper Chamber. Captain F. C. Badgley, M.C., director of the Canadian Government Motion Picture Bureau, appeared
before this committee to describe its intended functioning. Captain Badgley is an
official of the Department of Trade and
Commerce whose minister is Hon. W. D.
Euler who introduced the bill in the House
of Commons.
The
House

bill has yet to be returned to the
of Commons for ratification of the

senate’s endorsement after which it has
to go through the procedure of Royal
Assent. Following this, a period of time
will elapse before the act becomes effective for the appointment of members
to the commission, of which there will be
eight headed by Hon. Mr. Euler. It has
been intimated on the floor of the house
that no representatives of the motion picture business in the Dominion will be
appointed to the board although it is felt
that its findings will affect the industry.
The measure received rough passage
through Canadian Parliament with various members raising strenuous objections
to the establishment of another unit of
public service which has all the earmarks
of becoming a controlling factor in private
business in a manner similar to the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. The opposition
also raised the cry that the National Film
Board would become expensive and still
another

drain

on the taxpayers’

purse.

Toronto — A threat that the major film
distributors of Canada would withdraw
their accounts from Nova Scotia pending
a settlement of the situation arising from
the

enactment of the so-called film exchange bill by the Nova Scotia legislature

has

been

made by companies with headquarters in Toronto. This was confirmed
in a dispatch from St. John, N. B., where
branch offices for the Maritime Provinces
are located and was taken to mean that
future

bookings, further than those already dated for early release, would be

withheld until details have been straightened out.
Executive officials in Toronto are maintaining discreet silence, although it has
been announced by United Artists Corp.,
Ltd., that legal advice has been sought
on the clause of the act which reads as
follows:
‘‘If any

film

exchange

shall knowingly

Toronto — Thomas H. Moorehead, owner
of the Capitol Theatre, Brampton, Ont.,
and former head of a chain of theatres
in Ontario, has been elected president of
the Peel County Conservative Ass’n, one
of the most important political posts in
the province.

Administration of
Film Act Puzzles
the

recorder’s court a decision in a superior court case involving the administration of the Moving Picture Act. The
case was called April 20 before Mr. Justice Guilbault and postponed because of
an overcrowded court roll.

movie-conscious.

During a
lecture in an operating
theatre of the hospital a series of films
dealing
the

with

end

surgery

of which

were

the

fessor announced that
over."
From
of a

a rear

student:

a Mickey

row
"Put

Mouse

run

off at

university
"the

pro-

show

is

came

the shrill voice

on

news

and

a

we'll pay

reel

and

25 cents

each."
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not been
dismissed

obthe

According to the Moving Picture Act,
Brown states in his declaration to the

internes, nurses and
Toronto General Hos-

pital appear to be

The complaint was laid in the recorder’s
court by E. Korzeniewski. At the hearing
there, Brown objected to the jurisdiction
of the court on the ground that the authorization of the attorney general for the

objection, the point was taken to the superior court by way of the present prohibition action.

They'd Pay Money
For Mickey
Toronto — The
students of the

recorder’s court from hearing a complaint against Joe Brown, theatre employe,
of having admitted to his theatre at 2350
Notre Dame St., East, children under the
age of 16.

of the charge had
tained. When the recorder

K

make

or

give

any

undue

or

discrimination.”
The new act, which will go into force
only by Royal Proclamation, gives the
Nova Scotia Censor Board control of film
exchanges and theatres through power of
license cancellation.
While corporation lawyers are delving
into the provisions of the new act, Col.
John A. Cooper, president of the Motion
Picture Distributors of Canada, has gone
to Ottawa to confer with officials of the
federal government for a discussion of the
legislative situation. Previously, Colonel
Cooper had spent a considerable time in
Halifax, N. S„ and St. John, N. B., to
consult provincial and other authorities.
It has been found, incidentally, that the
statutes of other provinces referring to the

Act

Montreal — One hundred and ten complaints against theatres are awaiting in

laying

wilfully

operation of exchanges and theatres contain provisions similar to those recently
adopted by the Nova Scotia legislature but
the enactments are not so explicit or condemnatory in their implication and, moreover, have not been called into use. For
instance, the Theatres and Cinematographs

The superior court case is an application for a prohibition order to prevent the

Name T . H. Moorehead
To a Political Post

or

unreasonable preference or unfair advantage in any respect whatever, such film
exchange shall be deemed guilty of unjust

court, “the enforcement of the present
law and the control of operations made
under its disposition are entrusted to the
attorney general.” Accordingly, it is suggested, the complaint in the recorder’s
court should have been laid either in the
name of the attorney general or with his
explicit authorization.
On behalf of the Recorder-in-Chief
Amedee Thouin, it is claimed that the
section of the Moving Picture Act does not
require any authorization from the attorney general and that the complaint was
legally and regularly laid.

of Ontario provides: “The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may impose a
license upon and make regulations . . .
for prescribing the terms and conditions
under which such films may be sold, leased
or exchanged,” etc. This has
of the Ontario act for some
with many other provisions.

been a part
years along

No Selling as Salesmen
Stay in St. John
Saint

John — Ordered

to cease

further

selling to Nova Scotian houses as an outcome of the new film exchange control
legislation passed in that province, branch
office managers and salesmen mostly stayed in town last week and waited for word
of developments.
The

feeling was that surely some compromise would be reached involving the
abandonment or further modification of
the legislation, which the legislature adopted without the originally proposed heavy
penalty provisions. However, the new law
would give the provincial censors wide powhas

ers to determine when “discrimination”
affected an exhibitor adversely, to

restrict or cancel

distributors’

licenses, to

say how many of a company’s films an
exhibitor will require, and so on. Exchanges would have to pay a $250 yearly
license fee.
As

matters

stood

early

this week,

the

act had not yet been proclaimed — which
is necessary before it can go into effect —
and negotiations to solve the deadlock were
being conducted privately.
Referring to the head-office instructions to stop selling until corporation counsel had an opportunity to examine the
new act fully, the Halifax Mail headlined:
“Film Famine in Nova Scotia Looms Over
Legislation — Stop Sales to Theatres in
Province.” Said the accompanying story,
(Continued on next page)
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New

10 Per Cent Tax Moves

Forward
By

ROY

for Quebec

clause in the City of Quebec bill authorizing the collection of a ten per cent amusement tax, in addition to the present civic
tax of 75 cents a seat per year and a host
of other charges.
new

impost

will

raise

City
Legitimate Squawk

CARMICHAEL

Montreal — Exhibitors in Quebec province, already overburdened with taxation, groaned in spirit when news came
from the provincial legislature that the
Private Bills Committee had passed a

The

Amusement Tax Bill
Flayed by Paper

the

total

taxation

on theatres in Quebec City to approximately 37 per cent of admission
revenue, a crushing load which may force
many out of business.

Montreal — A protest against the annoyance caused to cinema patrons by those
who open packages of candy during the
show is voiced in the Montreal Standard
by “Movie

Fan.”

He

writes:

“Is there any possibility of having legislation enacted to provide drastic penalties
for those morons who persist in attending
theatres armed with cellophane-wrapped
sweets. Then there is the other type who
interprets the dialogue in advance for the
benefit of a companion and anyone else
in the vicinity; they are usually dramatic
critics par excellence who can figure out

Fear is expressed by Montreal exhibitors
that similar taxes will be authorized here.

the plot and
ficulty.

“It is a certainty,” remarked one theatre
manager, “that if Quebec finds the new
tax collectible, Montreal will not be long in

“I almost forgot to mention those who
persist in entering a row of seats in one
aisle, only to walk clear across to the
other side, and on their departure leave

claiming a similar privilege.” At present
taxes on Montreal cinemas are estimated
at about 28 per cent of the revenue from
admissions.
A prominent exhibitor with a special
knowledge of theatre operation in the City
of Quebec, told Boxoffice no theatre in
Quebec has ever earned a dividend. One
of the largest cinemas has difficulty in
meeting

its bond interest, and the provincial capital is one of the least profitable locations for a motion picture theatre.

“It is my opinion,” he said, “that the
Quebec theatres will be forced to close
their doors if the new impost is levied.”
There is one chance, however, that the
new tax may be disallowed. Although it
has passed the lower house, it is not yet
as the Quebec City bill has to go before the legislative council for approval.
There is little time for lobbying. That the
trade will organize and fight the clause

its outcome

without

any

dif-

the same way and perhaps return to recover a lost glove which they eventually
find in their inside pocket.
“Cellophane is a useful article, but
arouses a murderous instinct in yours truly
when it is being ‘quietly’ ripped from a bar
of chocolate in a theatre. Add this to the
current
deny

styles in ladies’ hats,

that we

need

and

then

a law!”

Possible Withdrawal
From Nova Scotia

law

when it comes
cil is expected.

up in the legislative coun-

Exhibitors, confiding in the upper house,
remark that Quebec has one advantage
over other Canadian provinces. It is the
only province with an upper house or
legislative council, which may negate the
lower house.
Inclusion of a 10 per cent tax on amusements in the Quebec bill took theatre owners by surprise. When the bill, as drafted,
was submitted to the legislative assembly’s
Private Bills Committee, it contained
clauses levying taxes on public utilities,
banks and the liquor commission, as well
as a sales tax. Some of these imposts were
rejected on the advice of Premier Maurice
Duplessis and others sharply reduced. It
was

after the failure of their other proposals that the lawyers for the City of
Quebec sprang the amusement tax and
persuaded the wearied legislators to vote
it through.

Termer

to Child

Actress

Hollywood — Sybil Jason, the child actress, has been given a long-term contract at 20th-Fox.
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(Continued

from

preceding

“Possibility of theatre patrons

page)

in this prov-

ince being faced with a ‘famine’ in film
entertainment within the next six or seven
months was foreseen today by informed
sources closely associated with the motion
picture industry in Nova Scotia.
“If the film distributors in Saint John
‘mean business,’ there is likely to be a
scarcity of films after present contracts
with theatre operators expire next fall.
“Most

theatres in the province have sufficient films booked on contracts to carry

them

through to the fall. After the expiration dates, 1939-40 contracts will not
be negotiated, the Saint John announcement indicated.”
Ordinarily at the present

time, following

their company conventions, branch salesmen would be out on the road selling the
new product. With Nova Scotia — their
biggest market — temporarily on the shelf,
the salesmen have to concentrate upon New
Brunswick,
foundland.

Prince

Edward

Island and New-

Branch office staffs were closely watching the developments, concerned over the
possibility that, if Nova Scotia were
“dropped” from film distribution, the Maritime offices here would be closed and the
reduced area would be handled direct from
Montreal.

Ottawa — Dealing with the decision of
38 mayors of Ontario in supporting a
resolution asking for a restoration of the
amusement

tax on theatres

within

a mu-

nicipality, the Ottawa Journal had the following to say in an editorial under the
heading of “Another Amusement Tax.”
“The mayors of Ontario have decided
to ask the Ontario Government for the
right to levy for municipal purposes an
amusement tax up to 20 per cent of the
cost of tickets admission to theatres, sports
events, etc. They would restore the amusement tax which was levied by the Province
for the benefit of its own revenues from
war days until recent times.
“With

the financial problems of municipalities under modern economic conditions
we have every sympathy. The mayors are
thoroughly
will be
burden.

justified in demanding a readjustment of taxation so that real estate
relieved of some of its onerous

They are quite right in their contention that distribution of relief costs has

constituted a major injustice to the municipalities, has loaded them with debt and
taxes, has retarded recovery in the building trades. But they are quite wrong,
the Journal believes, in seeking a new tax
as the way out.
“Goodness knows there are enough taxes
now and we are thoroughly opposed to the
creation of any new ones. Amusements
have a legitimate place in the social
scheme and it is highly objectionable that
any government should come along to levy
a toll on the dimes and quarters and dollars that bring to the lives of the people
a little something of color and romance.
We were well rid of this nuisance tax
when the Ontario Government abolished
it and it would not be any more pleasant
to take because imposed by City Hall
rather than Queen’s Park.
“The mayors are on safe ground
they

demand adjustment
tions, but they should

plague

new

and

higher

when

and tax reducavoid like the

taxes.”

Theatre Courtesy Cards
To Blind in Ontario
Toronto — Through an arrangement with
the Canadian National Institute for the
Blind, sightless persons in Ontario are
able to enjoy entertainment at the theatres
without charge through the presentation
of a special courtesy card. Some of the
blind attend a performance once each
week throughout the year.
A check-up has revealed that the blind
prefer a conversational type of picture in
which the scenes are of lesser importance
while action pictures also get the call.
First choice of recent pictures in Toronto
was

“Love

Affair”

while

the second

favor-

ite was “Gunga Din.” Both of these
tures had played the Uptown.

Long-Termer
Hollywood — A
been

fea-

to Cameraman
long-term

contract

given to Harry Stradling,
man, by Selznick International.
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Madison, Toronto,
To W. S. Brady
Toronto —

The

Madison

Theatre,

RAPPAPORT,
owner of the Hollywood Theatre, Campbellford, is a

tradi-

tional stronghold of the organized independents over a period of many years,
has reverted to the control of William S.
Brady

of Toronto after having been operated as a chain unit of Hanson Theatres
Corp. during the past 18 months under
a lease arrangement. Brady has resumed
the active management of the theatre and
has been busily engaged with immediate
plans

and future policy which have entailed numerous calls at Toronto film
distributing offices to line up bookings.

The Madison was originally owned and
operated by the late John C. Brady after
he had retired from the railway business
and

it was

not long before his Irish characteristics carried him to the forefront
of independent exhibitors in the tackling
of trade problems. During the height of
his career, the late Mr. Brady was the
perennial president of the Motion Picture
Theatre Owners of Ontario in which role
his commanding personality was very effective in legislative and trade conflicts.
William S. Brady, a son, carried on the
family tradition until the theatre was
taken over by the chain interests in the
fall of 1937 and he now returns to the
business with renewed vigor.
The Madison, which seats approximately 1,000 persons, is situated at Bloor and
Bathurst Sts., where it is flanked by the
Alhambra and Bloor theatres. The first
attraction at the Madison under the new
Brady

regime

was

“Trade

Winds.”

grandfather again in quick succession —
this time, a daughter in Detroit is happy
in the arrival of a baby girl. A few weeks
ago his daughter in Atlanta, Ga., was
blessed with a boy.
Following his return from the M-G-M
convention in Chicago, Gordon Lightstone,
Toronto branch manager of Regal Films,
Ltd., has attracted much attention with
his panoramic photograph of the eyeopening advertising exhibit at the meeting.
Mr. and

Mrs. Noble

Toronto — The

controversy

over

Sam Lester, veteran manager of the
Doris, Toronto, returned home the other
night to find that robbers had made off
with an assortment of family valuables
after gaining entrance through a basement window. Not even the trace of a
fingerprint was left.
Manager Jack Arthur is booming a campaign leading to the Canadian premiere of
“Union Pacific” at
at an early date.

“The

member

of the house for Brantford, protested against the showing of the picture
in Ontario unless it were revised to show
played by Brantford in the development of the telephone by Bell, a

Canadian.
“I have registered a strong protest with
the motion picture censor board,” declared
the Brantford member. “Any picture which
gives no hint of the vital work on the
telephone in Brantford should
hibited in Ontario. Anyone

not be exseeing the

picture would get the idea that Bell’s
research and experiments were carried on
entirely in the United States.”
Hagey suggested that a compromise
might be effected by the inclusion of a
prologue which would depict Bell’s Brantford experiments, which were a matter of
historical record, and showing the Bell
homestead and memorial in the Ontario
centre known as the “Telephone City.” A
private screening of the picture was held
in the Parliament Bldg, here at which were
present the members of the censor board,
a deputation from Brantford and members of Parliament. O. J. Silverthorne,
chairman of the board, announced that no
decision had been reached.
BOXOFFICE

the

Toronto

Uptown

Harry Price, general manager of Superior Films, Ltd., Toronto, went to Montreal to arrange for the release of “Everything Is Rhythm” after securing the rights
for this picture for Canada.
C. Thomas Ross, owner of the Royal
Theatre, Bowmanville, drove to Toronto
to find that the film offices had not yet
opened

for the day’s business

the title of “early

and

earned

bird.”

Mrs. T. D. Maitland, one of Ontario’s
capable women exhibitors, was in from
Ingersoll where she has operated
land Theatre for years.

the Mait-

William L. Stewart, famous for
partee, was a welcome visitor at
changes and booked a healthy list
tures for his Rex Theatre, London,
Miss

Agnes

his rethe exof picOnt.

Elliott, representing

Fred

Guest

of Hamilton, Ont., was noted booking films for the Delta, Empire and
Queen’s theatres in that city.
Mrs.

“The Girl Was Young’’ has played its
third week at the Eglinton Theatre, Toronto suburban house, and Manager Bob
Eves says it looks good for several more.
Following

the death

of his wife, John

K.

Dickson, accountant of Empire-Universal
Films, Ltd., head office, has been away on
an ocean cruise out of New York City for
a much-needed rest.
vice-president

of the In-

dependent Theatres Ass’n of Ontario,
spent several days in Buffalo, N. Y„ on
important business.

Life of Alexander Graham Bell” reached
the Ontario legislature when H. L. Hagey,

the part

Thea-

tre, Sutton, were around Toronto’s Filmrow preparing for the summer season at
the Lake Simcoe town when the theatre
will operate every night in the week.

N. A. Taylor,

"Bell"
roversy Over
Conthes
Reac
Ontario Solons

of the Simcoe

Motion Picture Distributors of Canada,
conferred with government officials in
Ottawa prior to the bringing down of the
annual budget in the House of Commons.

Col. John

A. Cooper,

W HUM

president

of the

IP IE Cl

■^yOLFE
general
manager
for
Warner,COHEN,
was in the
city on
his return
from Calgary.
Lou Geller, newly appointed manager at
Winnipeg for Warner, has returned to
Calgary where Mrs. Geller awaits him.
They will return to the city together.
Leo Devaney, general manager
was a visitor to the city.

for RKO,

Frank Kershaw, district supervisor at
Winnipeg for Famous Players, is in Regina.
Clare

Fallis of Rainy

River

is in Winni-

peg.
Percy Cohen, Warner,
folks in Georgia.

Simon Meretsky, wife of the widely-known Windsor theatre owner, has been
a patient in a Toronto hospital where she
has been undergoing treatment for a
serious ailment.
Harry S. Dahn, former executive official
of Famous Players Canadian Corp., has
been in Buffalo, N. Y ., for an important
business conference.
Greeted on Toronto’s Filmrow were John
Allen, proprietor of the Tivoli at Thorold;
Howard Hager, owner of the Regal Theatre, Hagersville; R. F. Garrett of the Imperial Theatre, Barrie, and Mr. Wienberg
of Hamilton.
William Taylor, ivlio recently opened the
College Theatre at Brantford, Ont., ivas a
visitor in Toronto when he reported that
business had been highly satisfactory.
Manager

S.

Goldhar

of

the

Avenue

Theatre

on Eglinton Avenue, has announced a slight admission reduction for
the summer, new adult prices being 20
cents
hour. to 7:30 p. m. and 25 cents after that

Harry Lester, aggressive manager of the
Bonita Theatre here, has inaugurated a
dresserware gift series for lady patrons.
Oliver Stewart, who opened the Circle
Theatre at Alliston, Ont., a short time ago,
reports nice business with two changes
each week, night admission prices being
30 cents
dren.

for adults

and

15 cents

for chil-

is off to visit his

H. M. S. Walker, chief
of Dominion Sound, who
supervising installation of
ment at the Capitol, has
where he will perform a
the Capitol there.

sound engineer
was in the city
the new equipgone to Regina
similar task at

J. M. RICE & CO.
Canada
Distributors
Sound
The
All

Heads

—

Building
for DUO

— Winnipeg
SOUNDMASTER

Amplifiers

—

Two

Way

Horn

GOLDEN
VOICESystems
of the SILVER
SCREEN
Other Theatre and Projection Equipment
and Supplies
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Saskatchewan
Recovery

Opens

Promise

Regina, Sask. — With more than a million acres already seeded and the land
fast drying in the northern part of the
cultivated area of the province, life is returning to Saskatchewan after a strange
— insofar as climatic conditions were concerned— winter. Numerous small theatres
are opening up as roads from country
farms are open once more. Even the odd
new house is being built.
In Regina, Famous Players Canadian
Corp., in the wake of the opening of the
rebuilt Rex independent after last fall’s
fire, is spending $50,000 to renovate the
Capitol and another $10,000 on the Grand,
a second run house.
However, FP is not spending any money
on houses in Moose Jaw, Saskatoon, North
Battleford or Prince Albert, other major

" Mamlock " Run Opens
The Somerset Ottawa

Up as

Grows

Ottawa — First run

cities. Saskatchewan’s nine years of
drought have been hard on admission
prices. But this is a new year ahead and,
despite the farmers protest against the
low price of wheat, it may be a good crop
year. Wheat is gold to this farming

Henry Humphreys, Grenfell, who operates a circuit of small houses at Whitewood, Broadview, Wapella, Wolseley and
Grenfell, has opened up all units in keeping with the snow-cleared roads.

appear
bottom

JN KENTVILLE, N. S„ much interest has
been aroused by George N. Fielding’s
“most popular baby” prize contest at the
Capitol, a Spencer house. It was conducted weekly through April, with grand
prize for the month and passes for the
lucky parents . . . “Ernie” Atkinson, partner in Atkinson & McKenzie, operators of
the King’s Theatre, Annapolis, has
branched out also into the garage business
on a big scale, with a large modern establishment.
Mayor Frank S. King, operator of the
Magnet, Shelburne, N. S., has just completed 30 years as a Mason and has held
about every important office in the lodge
. . . Harold Gaudet of the Capitol, Summerside, P. E. I., motored recently to
Saint John and then entrained for Montreal en route to the N. Y. World’s

Fair.

“Lou” McKenzie, Vitagraph branch
manager at Saint John, was seen recently looking over his powerboat cruiser in
anticipation of getting it out of winter
storage as soon as the ice cakes clear
away. His baby son, “Kim,” is delighting
the proud papa by outgrowing all the
other youngsters his age . . . Speaking of
children: The Vitagraph office has word
that “Yes, My Darling Daughter”
banned by the Nova Scotia censors.

was

Nova Scotia has been in the midst of a
scare over the supposed sighting of a submarine in several places off the coastline.
Bill Guss of Regal was in Lockeport, N. S.,
when the first report reached that town.
At first everyone was skeptical, but later,
when more fishing vessels saw the same
“ apparition ,” airplanes and naval craft
were called into the search for the invader. . . Bill said conditions looked a little better along the Nova Scotia south
shore as the Dominion was helping the
lobster fishermen financially .

W.
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O. Bligh of Bligh’s Theatre,

Berwick,

in the display, a line across the
of the advertisement merely indicating that it was being published
of

A pre-release screening was held in the
Somerset with many clergymen and prominent residents in attendance as guests of
Manager

M. Berlin. The latter issued invitations for the regular engagement, used

many

window cards and posters and secured a variety of displays. The picture,
which was booked for one week, opened
practically simultaneously with the cabled
announcement from London that "Professor Mamlock” had been banned by the
British censor and this fact was given
prominence in the Ottawa papers. The
feature has not been approved in Quebec,
is across

from

the Canadian

Capi-

Stapleton Etfects Tieup
For
Bow— Forofthe" Rapture
"
Ottawa
Canadian premiere
“Dark

Mrs. Michael J. Foster, the former Miss
Lilliam V. Franklin of Ottawa and Saint
John, is coming from New York to visit
her parents, J. M. Franklin of the Franklin & Herschorn circuit, and Mrs. Franklin, while her husband is touring Canada
in the special publicity train ahead of
the Royal Tour train. He will represent
the Columbia Broadcasting System.

Mam-

through the support and co-operation
a number of businessmen.

which
tal.
N. S„ made a business trip by car to the
Nova Scotia south shore with his son,
Lester . . . Harold Parker, formerly of
Regal, was in Saint John recently to do
booking. His wife remained in the city to
visit her parents while he returned to
Yarmouth, N. S., where he manages the
Capitol.

of “Professor

lock,” Soviet picture, opened at the Somerset Theatre, April 24, after an extensive
advertising campaign which included a
full-page co-operative page in the Ottawa
Citizen which was paid for by numerous
Ottawa merchants whose names did not

province.
Fred Erhardt has opened a new theatre
at Strasbourg. It is a 35mm house and
has already ousted the 16mm organization
that previously served the town. Plans
are under way for the building of a community theatre at Merryfield.

at

Rapture”

at the

of
Theatre,

Centre

Manager Don Stapleton secured an effective tieup with the Ottawa Motor Sales,
local Dodge automobile dealers, in a separate campaign advertising the use of Dodge
trucks in the African adventure picture.
The automobile firm used advertising space
in the newspapers and had a display in
the company’s

showrooms.

Tieup With Paper
A

Saint John film man tells this one
on himself, and always with a reminiscent
wince:

“A

few

days

ago I was

playing

a

friendly game with some of the ‘boys’ and
my luck was just so-so. Well, I picked
up my hand on a deal near the close of
the evening and — there before me was a
royal straight flush! I never had one
handed to me before. You might know
what happened then — someone called out
‘Mis-deal!’ I wouldn’t have minded, only
I’ve seen the same thing dozens of times in
comic strips and film comedies, and I never
thought it would happen to me. It was
the only mis-deal of the evening. It cost

Toronto — A contest tieup with the Daily
Telegram, effected by Tom Daley, manager of the Imperial, for “Dodge City,” provided 15 pairs of guest tickets for correct
answers involving the reading of the classified advertising.

Nazis Are Busy
In Alberta
Ottawa — Nazi

Canadian

me $50.”
Hedley Doty of Yarmouth, N. S., left
for New York to join a big game fishing
party. He will make colored travelogues
and sports reels with them in South America . . . Charles O’Neill, formerly with
UA in Saint John, is a bridegroom-to-be
. . . Harry Worden of the M-G-M
staff,
Boston, looked after Saint John’s John
Paul, Indian runner, in the Boston Marathon . . . The Strand, Saint John, brought
back “You Can’t
for a repeat run.

Cheat

an

Honest

Man”

propaganda

is at work

in the western province of Alberta,
cording to information received by
department

the movement
of federal

of justice,

is receiving

authorities.

acthe
and

the attention

Word

is forth-

coming that two German government
films for propaganda purposes have
been received in Calgary.
It has

also

representative

been

divulged

of the

film trade

ronto, who is a British subject,
ceived threatening letters

that

a

in Tohas

and

retele-

phone messages from Nazi sympathizers and that the official had sought
the protection

of a guard.
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JHOMAS
NAYLOR
of Cosmopolitan
Films, Ltd., Toronto, spent several days
in Ottawa to cooperate with Manager M.
Berlin of the Somerset Theatre on the
campaign for the week’s
“Professor Mamlock.”

engagement

of

P. J. Nolan, owner of the Nola, Rexy
and Avalon theatres, and Miss Marion
Nolan,

his daughter, both traveled to Toronto to get a line on current attractions.

Manager

I. Singerman

found

business

so

good with “Gunga Din” at the Imperial
Theatre, that he held the picture for an
extra day.
Don
Centre

Stapleton, owner of the Ottawa
Theatre, is all pepped up with the

season’s prospects for the local professional baseball team in the CanadianAmerican League. He is one of the heavy
backers of the club.
James
Superior

Davidson, popular salesman of
Films, Ltd., Toronto, made the

Kershaw Taking Tenders
On the Grand , Regina
Regina, Sask. — While workmen already
are busy putting in first stages of the
new air conditioning system and others
are installing the new RCA Phototone
sound system, one of the few of its kind
in Canada, at the Capitol Theatre here,
Frank

Kershaw, western regional supervisor of Famous Players Canadian Corp.,
has called for tenders for $10,000 improvements to the Grand.
A new vitrolite front, new marquee, air
cooling system, carpets and restrooms are
included in plans for the Grand. Just
when work will commence will be decided
later, Kershaw said prior to returning to

his Winnipeg office after a
ness visit in Regina.
H. S. Walker, Canadian
of Dominion Sound, Ltd.,
to Winnipeg from Montreal
sound in the Capitol there
on to Regina to direct the
RCA Phototone here. He

four-day

busi-

superintendent
Montreal, flew
to install new
and continued
installation of
planned to fly

rounds of the local independents
ings on state-right features.

Local exhibitors who are turf-minded
now believe that summer must be on the
way at last because Connaught Park
Jockey Club, operating the local track, has
announced the dates for the annual meet
from August 4 to 19.
Manager
Theatre

Midnight

Show

Toronto — Manager
a big midnight show

for Businessmen
Charlie Querrie had
at the Palace Thea-

tre here when the Danforth Businessmen’s
Ass’n held its annual frolic.

Pact

to June

Storey

Hollywood — June Storey, Gene Autry’s
leading lady, has been given a new term
acting contract by Republic.
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J.

again

Marshall
had

of

a French

the

Rideau

picture

star-

ring Danielle Darrieux, namely "Port Arthur,” which played on an all-French
program with “Le Tigre du Bengale.”
“Wuthering Heights,” in its Canadian
premiere at the Elgin Theatre, secured
such patronage that it was held over for a
second week by Manager Lloyd C. Mills.

Hamilton,

Reburn, former Canadian figure-skating champion who appeared as a
star in the touring Ice Follies last winter, has gone to Hollywood to be the skating partner of Sonja Henie in scenes of
her next

picture, “Second

Mansfield

Fiddle.”

Montreal — Mansfield

owner

Theatre

owner

operator of the local Royal and Gregory theatres, will shortly add two new
houses to his holdings, according to recent
announcement.
Plans call for the demolition of an old
show place at Orillia and replacement by a
modern, thoroughly up to date structure,
to open about July 1, and the leasing of a
new

Leamington
uled for opening

theatre, which is schedthe same date.

New Theatre for Amqui
Is a Possibility
Que. — According

to information

from informed sources, this town’s 5,000
population may shortly enjoy a new, modern showplace.
While definite plans have not as yet
been made public, Sayabec, P. Q. interests
reportedly are seriously considering the
erection of the theatre.

C. J. Casper Supervising
Construction at Leamington

Loss Greater

On Loew's. Montreal

Ont. — Leslie Gregory,

and

Amiqui,
Stewart

Co., Ltd.,

of Loew’s Theatre Bldg., here, reports for the year ended Dec. 31, 1938,

Leamington, Ont. — C. J. Casper, local
Erie St. theatre owner, will supervise day
work at his new $65,000 Talbot Street
house,
according to details made public
here.

a net loss of $33,527 after all charges, including depreciation, etc., compared with
net loss of $15,421 in 1937.
Balance sheet at Dec. 31, 1938, shows
current assets of $35,851 compared with
current liabilities of $4,584, leaving net
working capital of $31,267 against $88,243
in the previous year.
John G. Porteous, president, states the
loss was incurred almost in its entirety in
the period ended Sept. 1, 1938. From that

With foundations already installed, it is
anticipated that general mechanical trade
sub-contract awards will shortly be announced.

Brockville, Ont. — D. M. Ross,
Pearl Street general contractor, has

local
been

date Loew’s Montreal Theatre was leased
by Consolidated Theatres, Ltd., in accordance with offer received from Famous

awarded

car-

Players

Canadian Corp., Ltd. Rental received under such lease resulted in operations showing profit since January 1 this

year.

Served

by Trans-Canada Airlines to Vancouver
and thence to Hollywood. He was accompanied to Regina by “Siggie” Sigurdson, western Canada superintendent of
Dominion Sound.
The Capitol will close for final work
on the $50,000 renovations program May
27, two days after the Royal visit, and
will reopen June 9.
V. Armand, building superintendent of
Famous Players Canadian, has been directing the work on the theatres.

for book-

Leslie Gregory Will
Add Two Houses

Toronto

With Castle

— Special

interest

has

Road,

Contract to Rebuild at
Brockville Awarded

the

masonry,

brick

work,

pentry and plastering contracts for rebuilding of the fire-destroyed New Theatre at an estimated figure of $15,000.
Total expenditures in connection with
the municipally-owned theatre will run
to an approximate $60,00.
The theatre is owned by the town, and
leased to Messrs. F. I. Ritchie and J. M.
Dobbie. Architectural work is in the hands
of Davidson and Smith, Court House Ave.

been

taken in the presentation of “The Story
of Vernon and Irene Castle” at the Uptown Theatre, because of the presence in
various cities and towns of Ontario of
numerous wartime pilots who served in
the Royal Flying Corps during the time
preceding the death of the noted danceraviator, many of whom had trained at
Camp
Mohawk, Armour Heights and
Beamsville in Ontario and Fort Worth,
Tex., at which points Castle had been a
flying instructor.
A number of these pilots attended a
special preview of the feature in the Film
Exchange Bldg, and were deeply moved by
the

J. P. Thomson, 1191 Windermere
Windsor, is the architect in charge.

story, describing it as a “swell picture.” It was pointed out in newspaper
interviews that Vernon Castle had served
in Canada for some months before being
transferred to Texas and became well
known to many Canadian flyers.

"Heights"

Slightly Cut ,
Is Playing in Quebec
Montreal — The fuss over the “banning”
of “Wuthering Heights” in the Province of
Quebec, which the board of censors contended was not actually a prohibition, but
merely meant that certain cuts must be
made,

has ended satisfactorily to the distributors and exhibitors. With a few cuts

made

in the final scene, the film was released by the censors and commenced its
showing at the Orpheum, Thursday, April
20, a fortnight after its announced North
American premiere had been cancelled.
The

cuts have been more than compensated for in the eyes of the trade by the
advertising given the film when protests
over the “ban” were aired in the press of
the United States and Canada.
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MONTREAL
PREPARATIONS
for the visit of Their
Majesties, King George and Queen Elizabeth, to Montreal, May 16, are now engaging the attention of theatre managers.
large chains already have had a meeting to discuss their requirements and have
ordered lavish supplies of flags, bunting
and other decorations. United Amusement Corp. theatres will be well to the
fore, judging from samples of bunting,

when she was a Gaiety girl, one of the
beauties famed for their musical comedy
successes and their real life romances.
More

The

etc., noted by the Boxoffice
dent in the office of William
sistant general manager.

corresponLester, as-

There is some talk of the Montreal theatres closing for a couple of hours or more
in the afternoon of May 16 in order to allow the staffs time to get a glimpse of the
royal visitors, whom otherwise they would
only see in the films.
Film

producers who have historical pictures under contemplation should send
their fashionists to Montreal Art Gallery
where an exhibition of designs arranged
by the National Gallery of Canada is on
exhibition. Costume designs are a feature of the exhibits from Britain, Russia,
Hungary and other countries, while Austria shows original designs for productions
at the Burg Theatre and the Opera,
Vienna, and Germany similar designs from
the Berlin opera. Latvia is represented
by some striking and fantastic costumes
for ballets at the Opera in Riga. Imagination and symbolism characterize the Polish designs and there are some quaint abstractions from Denmark.
The

frontier nursing service in the Kentucky mountains is the subject of a film,

“The

Forgotten Frontier,’’ exhibited during a tea given by Lady Tweedsmuir at
Rideau Hall. The picture was shown by
Miss Marvin Breckinridge, New York.
“Prison Without Bars,” enjoyed a second week’s run at the Orpheum. At the
same time it was running in the east end
at the National, a French house, where it
was announced as “Prison Sans
but was shown in English.
Midway

Theatre,

in

Barreaux,”

addition

to

two

films, “Adventure in Sahara,” and “Overland Stage Raiders,” gave a stage show,
“Follies of Gay Paree.” A new chain of independents was evidenced in the grouping
of advertisements of the Midway, Electra,
Verdun, Palace and Perron, all now
der the ownership of Ben Garson.
Seville, a

United

theatre,

un-

presented

French film “Un Mauvais Garcon,” with
Danielle Darrieux and Henri Garat, Monday night, following the regular show in
which

the features were “Young Dr. Kildare” and “Ride a Crooked Mile.” A
French film will be shown at the Seville

at 11 p. m. every Monday, an innovation
of the new manager, Morris H. Katz.
John

Reidy,

manager

of the

Princess,

was first to book the Louis-Roper fight
film, the negative of which was rushed
to Montreal by airplane from Los Angeles.
A

two-reeler,

it shows

the fight in both

fast and slow motion — London’s Gaiety
Theatre, first home of the glamour girl,
is to be pulled down. The news caused
many a titled woman to sigh for the days

120

Gaiety girls married into the peerage than came from any other profession.

Captain Frank C. Badgley, director of
the government motion picture bureau,
Ottawa,

already has made a start on preparations for coverage of the Royal visit.
This week his office sent out stills of the
refurnished apartments in Government
House arranged for occupancy by the
King and Queen. Captain Badgley and
J. G. Parmalee, deputy minister of trade
and

commerce, explained the contemplated national film board to the senate banking and commerce committee which approved the bill to set up the board. It

will coordinate the activities of the government departments which use motion pictures.

Toronto — Formal

announcement

has

been made by L. M. Devaney, general manager of RKO
Pictures of Canada, Ltd.,
that the British feature, “Sixty Glorious
Years,” will be presented at the Capitol
Theatre, Ottawa, during the visit to the
Canadian Capital of Their Majesties, King
George VI and Queen Elizabeth. The Royal
film has been booked into the Capitol from
May 12 to 18 and it is expected that the
opening performance will be held in the
presence of a distinguished gathering of
statesmen, Parliamentarians, government
officials, church dignitaries and members
of the diplomatic corps.
In

connection with the Canadian release, it is recalled that one star of the
production, Anna Neagle, was the guest of
Their Excellencies, Lord Tweedsmuir and
Lady Tweedsmuir, at Government House,
Ottawa, on the occasion of the presentation

Keen interest was aroused among his
old acquaintances when the Montreal

of “Victoria the Great” in the fall of 1937,
Miss Neagle being also the star of that

Standard announced mistakenly that Carroll Levis, subject of a sketch in Boxoffice,
recently was in Canada touring with two
stage units. Carroll cannot leave England
because of his engagements there, but

picture.

hopes

to make a holiday trip to the Dominion at Christmas to visit his mother
in Vancouver.
Edgar

Middleton,

who

in 1933 wrote

first talking picture biography — the
cial life of the Duke of Windsor,

the
offithen

Prince

of Wales — and who was collaborating in a motion picture biography of
Queen Mary, is dead in London at the
age of 44 . . . Mrs. J. Norman Smith is
named convenor of the cinema committee
of the local Council of Women, Montreal
branch of the National
en of Canada.

Council

of Wom-

Filmrow had its first busy week for some
time. Visitors: M. De Roussy, France Film;
P. Cardinal, Roxy, Montreal; O. E. Fontaine, Empire, La Tuque; Miss S. Pare,
Alhambra, Ste. Agathe; G. Pajios, System, Montreal; Charles Rioux, Cambrai,
Quebec; George Champagne, Roxy, Shawinigan Falls; Ambrose Nolan, Pix, Aylmer;
J. Bourdon, Alamo, Chateauguay ; G. Lapierre, Ideal, Beauharnois ; E. Fassio, Rex,
Lachute; J. Adelson, Roxy, Ste. Agathe;
Eugene

Venue,

Radio,

Palace, Granby;
Ste. ert,
Therese.
D. A. Burpee,

a

" Sixty Glorious Years"
When Royalty Visits

Longueuil;
P. Senecal,

secretary

Toronto — The Municipal Bills Committee of the Ontario legislature turned
thumbs down on the legislation sought by
the City of Toronto to compel theatre
owners to provide parking lots for the
automobiles of patrons in proportion to
the number of seats in a theatre. The proposal, according to C. M. Colquhoun, city
solicitor, was a move to reduce traffic congestion but the parliamentary committee
could not see the necessity for the measure.
The

Legal Bills Committee of the legislature gave approval to the bill which
makes it impossible for anyone in Ontario except a British subject to change
his or her name for business or other

reasons

and to provide that future applications by a British subject must be
made before a county court judge after
publication of notice for three weeks in
a newspaper. This will apply to those

who

want to adopt new names for theatrical and radio as well as for ordinary
business purposes.

J. RobGeorge’s,

Back Up Announcement

of the Province

of Quebec Exhibitors Ass’n, and partner
in Burpee and West, distributors, is seriously ill at his home . . . After being banned, “Yes, My Darling Daughter” made
its appearance at the Capitol, where, after
a week’s

Turn Down Bill to Compel
Park Lots at Theatres

run, it was followed

by “Let Free-

dom Ring.”
The Orpheum is not one of Montreal’s
largest theatres, but in enterprise its proprietor, Joe Lightstone, is unsurpassed. But
for hard luck when the film was banned
temporarily he would have had a North
American
Premiere of
“Wuthering
Heights.” Now, after a fortnight’s delay,
he has secured the film’s release and is
showing it. In preparation for the big
opening night, the theatre was closed
Thursday until 6 p. m.

Regina, Sask. — “The most sincere and
honest announcement of policy we’ve seen
yet,” was the verdict of one, repeated by
others, exhibitor on reading the 16-page
announcement by 20th Century-Fox in the
recent issue of Boxoffice.
Particularly pleased was Joe Huber,
manager

of Winnipeg office of 20th Century-Fox, visiting Saskatchewan on spring

tour. “It substantiates the reputation we
have had in the territory and it is gratifying to have our exhibitors feel that way
about it,” he said. “The exhibitors do not
like bunk in announcements. This is one
they can believe and they expect us to,
and know we will, play the game.” He
also remarked on the large number of exhibitors familiar with the Canadian issue
of Boxoffice.
BOXOFFICE
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SASKATCHEWAN

Sidelights on Film
Committee Report

^EWSREELS
are in heavy demand at
all houses, especially country points,
since the recent war headlines from Europe . . . Peter George of General Films,

Halifax — Sidelights on the film committee report at the annual meeting of the
Nova Scotia Chapter of the Imperial Order
Daughters of the Empire :
The committee objected to the double
bill, “Frankenstein” and “Dracula” for
children under 16, but was told by the
provincial censors board that no theatregoers had protested about it . . . Wolfville,

Regina, shot scenes of the Saskatoon Winter Fair for Movietone. Crowds in provincial showhouses roared with pleasure
later as Commenator Lowell Thomas
was heard struggling with pronunciation
of the name of the province in the accompanying commentary. Try it yourself some time. Most “foreigners” say
Saska-chee-waan. It is Saskatchi-wun.

N. S„ apparently still doesn’t like British
films . . . The committee found that

Plenty of favorable comment was heard
around Regina on the enterprise of Otis

children do not stand properly at attention when the National Anthem is being
played in theatres.
At the annual meeting of the New
Brunswick Chapter, held in Saint John,
difficulties of the British film industry
were reviewed and success of recent British pictures discussed ... In that province
every theatre shows occasional British
films; one distributor, it was said, had

Bowes, manager of the Grand, in arranging a two-page newspaper cooperative tieup with Regina merchants in the Star

116 British picture bookings

. . . The

“Pygmalion” . . . Excellent cooperation
was reported received from censors and
distributors.

Alexandra

lor Week

"

Into

Royal

Toronto — The
first French-language
film to be screened in a local downtown
theatre, “Life and Loves of Beethoven” is
playing a week’s engagement at the Royal
Alexandra into which it has been booked
as a roadshow by Harry J. Allen, general
manager of Grand National Films. The
Royal Alexandra is primarily a legitimate
house.
French films are enjoying increased
popularity in Toronto where they were
practically unknown until the presentation
of “Maria Chapdelaine” in Eaton’s Auditorium two years ago. French features are
shown frequently on Saturday mornings at
a neighborhood theatre under the auspices
of L’Alliance Francaise and the French
Department of the University of Toronto,
while other recent presentations have included “Club de Femmes” and “Ballerina.”

"Nevsky"
Dominion

Canadian

premiere

of

“Alexander Nevsky,” Soviet feature directed by Sergei Eisenstein, opens at the Hollywood Theatre, ace house of the Premier Theatre chain. May 1, for an unlimited run. This picture, which aroused
local critics at a private screening, is being released in the Dominion by Cosmopolitan Films, Ltd., Toronto, of which L. Clavir
is general manager.

Signs

Three- Year

Pact

Hollywood — A three-year pact to do
one picture yearly has been signed by
Douglas Fairbanks jr. with Harry Edington, producer, who will release through
Universal.

BOXOFFICE
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Saskatoon’s first “reserved seat preview” was staged by Frank Miley, Capitol
manager, for advance build-up on “Pygmalion.”
Best wishes

to Lou

Geller

since

taking

over his new post as manager of Warner’s
office at Winnipeg Cinema Center. He
comes in from the Calgary sales office to
replace Gordoji Simmons, who has resigned.
R. C. Marks of Leaske has taken over
the theatre at Blaine Lake and opened it
for a busy summer . . . Romer Swinghamer, Bruno, is now operating the Majestic in Cudworth. The showhouse is
owned by Anton Wunderlich . . . C. Kresse
got his Lanigan house open April 8 and
found business surprisingly good despite
late spring snows.

JONES,

RKO

distributor,

gave

a

private screening of “60 Glorious Years”
for Mrs. T. A. Johnston, provincial film
convenor of the Imperial Order of the
Daughters of the Empire, emphasizing the
growing interest being taken by women’s
organizations in motion pictures, and the
importance of securing their approval and
support.

April 29, 1939

That French production, “Club de
Femmes,” with some 200 fascinating
French girls headed by Danielle Darrieux,
is off to a good start and in great demand
according to Leslie Allen, GN distributor
for B. C.
Ray Castle, Little Theatre, Oak Bay, is
back with his wife from that trip to the
World’s

Fair in San

Francisco.

Charlie Ramage varied the monotony
by a trip to the Island to line up a few
bookings for Regal Films.
J. McDoiiald, exhibitor at Hedley and
Keremos, was in town for a couple of days
on one of his rather infrequent trips.

Garrette,

advance

agent

for

from

Edmonton by train late in the evening so the curtain start has not been set
for earlier than 9:45 p. m. Despite that
fact, parties of 15-35 are coming from
cities and towns for 350 miles around to
see it. No further stage shows are planned
for this season, according to Frank Kershaw, Famous Players Canadian Corp.
western supervisor.

Harry Bercovich, manager of the Rex,
Regina, addressed the Usadians club on
“The Motion Picture Industry” last week
. . . The Rex is showing the Louis-Roper
“fight” pictures for three days and can’t
get over a minus-three-minute fight taking 17 minutes on the screen.
Sale of the big Truax-Traer strip mine,
Estevan, to the Great West Coal Co. at
Bienfait and a fire at another big mine in
the lignite field has hit Estevan hard,
throwing several hundred men out of work.
Right

in there

again

with

the

rest of

the townsfolk, the Lyric and Eagle theatres of Swift Current are preparing for
the second annual Frontier Days celebration on May 26 which, this year, will coincide with the passage through the western
part of the province of King George VI
and Queen Elizabeth. It is hoped to have
the royal train stop briefly to witness the
city which, for the day, will be transformed into a replica of an old cowtown.
Deadline for growing beards for the men
was April 15. The showhouses will be on
a street in “International City” and are
being dressed up appropriately, the Lyric
with a Swedish or Viking ship motif and
the Eagle as an American Eagle.
Jack

gILL

With “Confessions of a
Nazi Spy”
booked for a two weeks’ run, Ivan Ackery,
Orpheum Theatre, is anticipating full
houses for the entire period.

Bows in the
on May 1

Toronto- — The

his “Grand Festival of Entertainment.” The Grand is a second run

cen-

sors board puts “not for children” on films
disapproved in this respect . . . Blocks of
seats had been reserved by chapters for

" Beethoven

plugging
house.

George

Ethel Barrymore’s company which will
present “White Oaks” at the Capitol, Regina, for one night, April 28, was a visitor
to Regina last week . . . The show arrives

Zaitzow

of Melville, who

owns

the

Princess in the railway town and also another show house at Watrous, was in Regina reportedly looking for a buyer for the
Princess.
Big business

was

reported

by Harry

Hur-

witz of the Tivoli at Saskatoon on “Stagecoach.” Despite local conditions, admittedly the poorest in years of springs, the
show held up nine days ... V. Armand,
superintendent of buildings for Famous
Players Canadian, Winnipeg, has been
visiting western Canada points . . . Joe
Derry, owner and operator of the Palace
and Bijou theatres of Kenora, Ont., passed
through Regina en route to Vancouver
with his wife for a vacation.
Scenes of the Wascana Winter Club
carnival staged in Regina were screened
at the Capitol by Bill Novak through arrangement with General Films, a much
better job than last year’s . . . Regina and
Saskatoon film supply houses report a big
sale of amateur motion picture equipment
for forthcoming

royal visit.

Managers Bill Novak of the Capitol, Regina, and Charlie Bahrynowski of the
Metropolitan have tied in on a sharing
plan for a big auto truck billboard display
announcing current pictures.
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Jfkott Subject ?2evlew5t
New

England , Yesterday
And Today

Jam Handy
20 Mins.
This travelogue of a section of the United
States, for a change, rates with the best
of this type of subject. Singularly, it contains all the charm, beauty, scenic delights and historical pleasantries that usually form the basis for foreign travel reels.
Frame after frame of the quaint New England coast towns possess vignette-like
qualities in their photographic appeal. As
historical landmarks blend old with new,
fascinating montage effects of battle
scenes and early settlers’ movements slide
by. Wooden windmills, antique shops, full
rigged ships, lighthouses, cobbled streets,
fishing villages, mountains, lakes, endless
facilities for every conceivable type of summer resort, weathered inns and palatial
estates abound in profusion. This is the
work of a commercial producer. The client
is the New York, New Haven and Hartford
Railroad. Two references to trains, neither
lasting more than a few seconds, are the
extent of the “plug.” The subject is available in two and one reel editions, gratis.

Weather

Wizards

M-G-M (Pete Smith Specialty) 10 Mins.
The importance of the weather man to
citrus growers whose crops are in danger
of frosts is vividly portrayed. Little does
the ordinary layman know the hardships
farmers live through to protect their all
and how important it is to keep in constant
touch with the local weather man for
warnings. But here the fear of frost and
the ruin it might bring, if not for the
weather man, are clearly pictured. It is
as gripping as it is entertaining. Fred
Zinneman directed.

A Ducking

Muscle
20 th-Fox

(Dribble-Puss Parade)

20 th-Fox (Magic Carpet) 10 Mins.
Eric Mayell has photographed this
strange country of the Far East with keen
perception. The result is an interesting
travelogue. Brooding temples, temple
dancers and tropic waterways are all part
of Siam. The most amusing bit is the
celebration of the Siamese New Year in
which people spray water on each other.
Lowell Thomas does the narration.
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Columbia
Many

(No. 8)

a nostalgic memory

11 Mins.
will be stirred

group leads off with “Vienna Woods,”
“Life in Vienna,” “Voice of Spring,” and
“Blue Danube.” Christine McIntyre is the
featured vocalist.

A Day at the Zoo

but a good one. It takes handful of experts at the swatting art and, with Pebble
Beach, Cal., and Augusta, Ga., courses as

Vitaphone

(Merrie Melodies)

7 Minutes

A clever and witty parody on what goes
on at the zoo. It’s one of the funniest
cartoons to make an appearance this year
and is chockfull of laughs. Departing
from the conventional humor treatment,
the situations are handled in a delightfully
whacky manner. There is nothing dull
about it. When seen at the Strand, New
York, an audience guffawed appreciativeoff.ly at most of the gags. Which is the tip-

Air Waves
RKO

Radio

(Reelism)

by the gay Vienna that was as Gene Morgan leads the audience in the singing of a
number of lovely Strauss waltzes. The

Smooth

program tick. It’s interesting behind-thescenes material and an adequate subject
for any program. There is a brief reenactment of the development of radio from
the crystal-set stage to the present and
then a glimpse of how a program is put
together to the split second.

Approach

RKO Radio
(Sportscope) 10 Mins.
Another reel concerning itself with golf,

attractive backgrounds, shows how it’s done
in regular and slow motion. Pretty shots,
skilfully executed
tographically.

and well handled

The Happy
Columbia

pho-

Tots

(Color Rhapsody)

6V2 Mins.

A sprightly Technicolor cartoon which
should appeal to youngsters. Believe it or
not, the king’s proclamation asserts
“Movies Are Your Best Entertainment.”
The remainder deals with jesters entertaining the king with a unique ocarina
band and other novelties.

10 Mins.

A visit to the National Broadcasting Co.
studios and a peek at what makes a radio

They Did Go

Mystic Siam

11 Mins.

Sing

Mayhem of every possible description
occurs in this reel which deals with the
antics of the members of the wrestling
profession. It is an eloquent testimonial
to what level the sport has degenerated.
After a number of sequences in which
prominent wrestlers are shown plying
their trade, there are viewed some whacky
innovations such as free-for-alls, wrestling
in the mud and snow. Naturally all the
situations are ripe for laughs and Lew
Lehr makes the most of it.

Their Last Bean
20 th-Fox

(Terry-Toons)

7 Mins.

Lightweight cartoon fare in which Willie Fox is the chief character. The fox
family is down to its last bean and Willie
sets out to replenish the family feed basket. He leads the hounds and riders a
merry

and impudent
mainder of the reel.

chase for the re-

NEWSREELS

Columbia (Three Stooges) 17 Mins.
The Three Stooges indulge in their
customary slapstick with the customary
results. It all depends on one’s evaluation
of what constitutes humor before judgment can be passed. If the antics of the
Stooges are funny, then here is a funny
comedy in which they are hired by a
couple of crooked promoters to sell memberships in a duck club. Naturally, there
are no ducks around so the boys get in hot
water with their clientele which consists
of the mayor and chief of police.

Community

Maulers

Tuesday,

April

18

Fox

Movietone News, No. 63: President Roosevelt speaking- to the Pan American
Union; the
fleet goes west; ship dynamiting
at Virginia
Capes; Colonel Lindbergh
arriving; same
for
former Barbara Hutton; Iran royalty gets sendoff; Polish Foreign Minister Beck; President Lebrun; fashions; Lew Lehr and a beauty contest;
and horse racing, boxing and rowing.
News

of the Day, No. 261: Roosevelt peace message; the fleet goes west; President Lebrun reelected; Lindbergh and Hutton return; Washington inaugural trip re-enacted; dynamiting derelict off Cape Henry; and sport news.

Paramount
News, No. 74: Lindbergh returns;
Washington
trip re-enacted; skyline sculpture;
court etiquette; Roosevelt peace message;
the
fleet goes west; Boston wins the Stanley cup;
wrestling on smelts; and horse racing.
RKO
Pathe
News,
No. 78: Roosevelt peace
message; the fleet goes west; President Lebrun
re-elected; Washington
trip re-enacted; Bruins
take hocky title, and horse racing.
Universal

Newsreel,

No.

763:

Roosevelt

peace

message; the fleet goes west; tornado hits Oklahoma; Lindbergh returns; Britain rushes air armada; Clipper ends pioneer flight; Washington
ride re-enacted; skyline sculpture; wrestling on
smelts; and horse racing.
Thursday,
Fox

Movietone

News,

April
No.

64:

20
Ice

jam

in

Lake

Michigan; return of Spanish warships; French
six-ton airliner; British airplane carrier; electric robot; Pope Pius XII; worship in Madrid;
summer
fashions; Lew
Lehr’s unnatural history;
baseball opens in Brooklyn; jallopies; skiing at
Mt. Rainier; and the Boston marathon.
News

of the

Day,

No.

262:

Pope

prays

for peace;

cricket

army on the march; electric robot; Chamberlains in limelight; Justice Douglas sworn in;
summer
fashions; Queen Mary and the younger
set;

jallopies; skiing; baseball opens
lyn; and junior boxing at Annapolis.

in

Brook-

Paramount
News, No. 75: Forest fire in west;
touring Danish royalty; midgets arrive in U. S. ;
Justice Douglas sworn
in; Bergdoll ends exile;
Albania’s retreat; British prepare; Joe Louis wins
again; baseball centennial; and baseball opens in
Brooklyn.
RKO
Pathe News, No. 79: British prepare; electric robot; Britain tests two-pound guns; glider
pilots; Hibernian
holiday for President Hyde;
springtime at the Whipsnade
zoo; salmon buck
r.ver to spawn; and Australian life guards ride
breakers.
Universal Newsreel, No. 764: Britain prepares;
Italians hail speed-up; puppet city hails new
government; Justice Douglas sworn in; celebrate
Sixth Ave. “L”
demise; army
transport sails;
shoe styles; Pope prays for peace; typical U. S.
mother chosen; British art to World’s Fair; salmon buck river; old jallopies in race; junior
at Annapolis; and skiing.

boxers
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'The Sx/iilritoz -f/ai 4^1 5 Say
A

ALWAYS

something

IN TROUBLE

(20th-Fox)

Jane Withers,' poorest picture to date. Only
good for second feature. Played February
3-4. Weather: Snow. Admission: 10 and two
for 35 cents. General patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 400. — Earle Williams,
Tivoli Theatre, Knoxville, 111.

ANGELS

WITH

DIRTY FACES

(FN)

No excuse for a picture of this kind to be
made. What a happy day it will be when
Warner will learn to make pictures other
than gang and racketeer pictures. Played
February 12-14. Weather: Fair. Admission:
25-10. Family patronage. Population: 6,200.
Capacity: 1,000. — W. R. Paara, DuPage Theatre, Lombard, 111.

ARKANSAS
Did

TRAVELER

consider it much. Played January 27-28.
Weather: Moderate. Admission: 40-15. General patronage. Population: 2,950. Capacity:

ARTISTS

AND

Emporium

MODELS

Theatre, Em-

(Para)

Sorry to report this did not draw or please
those who did come. Lowest Thursday-Friday business since opening. Film very dark
for our Mazda lamps. Skip this one. Played
February 23-24. Weather: Fair. Admission:
25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,200.
Capacity: 450. — Arthur E. Phifield, Park Theatre, South Berwick, Me.

c
COME

ON, LEATHERNECKS

Here's one
good program

(Rep)

company that delivers darn
pictures throughout the year.

Keep

it up Republic. Neighborhood patronage. Population: 2,000,000. Capacity: 480. —
Philip L. Hirsh, Spruce Theatre, Philadelphia,
Pa.

COMET

OVER

BROADWAY

(FN)

Very poor. Played February 22-25. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Family patronage. Population: 7,000. Capacity: 1 ,000. — W. R. Paara, DuPage Theatre, Lombard, 111.

D
DICK FORAN

WESTERNS

(WB)

I bought these westerns old and have had
very good luck with them. It is a pity I
can't get more with
ing, then they would
25-10. Small town
360. Capacity: 150. —
Theatre, Macclenny,

DOWN

just a little less singbe perfect. Admission:
patronage. Population:
E. D. Chessman, Baker
Fla.

IN ARKANSAW

(Rep)

Here's a sleeper. Radio has made these
people popular and our family trade ate it
up. It will never win any production awards,
but it brings 'em in and pleases 'em. Played
February 16-17. Weather: Fair. Admission:
20-15-10. General patronage. Population:
63,000. — J. B. Stine, Garfield Theatre, Terre
Haute, Ind.

F
FIVE OF A KIND
Curiosity brought

(20th-Fox)
them

128

better. The plot was

very

weak, indeed. Judy didn't sing enough
either. Something was lacking in the pic-

office,

good old "A" mark. Played March 5-6.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. General
patronage. Population: 26,400. Capacity: 999.
— Pearce Parkhurst, State Theatre, Torrington. Conn.

Mo.

4704

E. 9th

St., Kansas

and it onlyhave
made been
the "B"
grade,
whereasture
it should
tops,,
rating
the

City,

Played February 10-11-12. Weather: Very
cold. Population: 700. Capacity: 400. — W. D.
Rasmussen, Crystal Theatre, Le Roy, Minn.

FLIRTING

WITH

FATE

(M-G-M)

The poorest picture this star has ever made.
No business on this one. Played February
11-13. Weather: Good.
Small town patronage.

FOUR

Admission: 25-10.
Population: 3,100.

DAUGHTERS

Ritz The-

(FN)

A good picture. It was refreshing to see
a few new faces for a change. Played February 26-27-28. Weather: Snowy. Admission:
25-10. Small town and rural patronage.
Population: 600. Capacity: 300. — Mrs. M.
Robertson, Joyo Theatre, Coleridge, Neb.

H.

I
IDIOT'S DELIGHT

(M-G-M)

This did the Worst business

on a Sunday

and Monday in many weeks. As a whole
very bad for small town patronage. In fact,
small towners know better than city folk.
Played February 19-20. Weather: Fair and
cold. Admission: 35-15. Rural patronage. —
C. V. Martina, Rialto Theatre, Albion, N. Y.

IDIOT'S DELIGHT

(M-G-M)

Why was.te star value on a show like this.
The title is true. Played February 20-21.
Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage.— Stanley Spoehr jr., State Theatre,
Emmaus, Pa.

IF I WERE

KING (Para)

A very good picture of its kind, but who
likes this kind? I only found a few in my
town. Played February 8-9.
Admission: 10 and two for
eral patronage. Population:
400. — Earle Williams, Tivoli
ville, 111.

Weather: Cold.
35 cents. Gen1,900. Capacity:
Theatre, Knox-

J
JUST AROUND

THE

CORNER

far. Maybe she's slipping. Played February
19-20. Weather: Good. Admission: 35-25-10.
Rural patronage. Population: 700. Capacity:
200. — E. L. Danielson, Castle Theatre, Mabel,
Minn.

K
KING

OF ALCATRAZ

A double

MY LUCKY

STAR (20th-Fox)

It wasn't so lucky for me, as, the weather
turned cold and everyone stayed home. Admission: 25-10. Played February 19-22. Suburban rural patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 400.-— A. N. Beezley, New Grand Theatre, Littleton, Colo.

o
OUTLAW

EXPRESS

feature attraction. In fact, Para-

1,900. Capacity: 400. — Earle Williams,
Theatre, Knoxville, 111.

Tivoli

L
(M-G-M)

Not as good as I had expected. I was
kind of disappointed, as had expected to see

(Univ)

Oh, how I wish I had never heard of Bob
Baker. One of my patrons, on the way out,
remarked he had never seen such a
show in his life. Business down. Played
February 24-25. Weather: Fair. Admission:
25-10. Small town patronage. Population:
360. Capacity: 150. — E. D. Chessman,
Theatre, Macclenny, Fla.

OUT

WEST

WITH

THE HARDYS

Baker

(M-G-M)

It's a pleasure to stand in the lobby at
the end of a show and tell my customers
goodnight after I've shown them a picture
like this. I didn't have that guilty feeling
I've had so many times in the past year.
Average business in a young blizzard. Played February 19-20-21. Weather: Snow. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population:
600. Capacity: 230. — W. O. Woody, Stockton
Theatre, Stockton, Mo.

OUT

WEST

WITH

THE

HARDYS

(M-G-M)

This is, a worthy successor to the previous
subject in this series. It did a real good
business. Played January 29-30. Weather:
Good. Admission: 20-10. Neighborhood patronage. Population: 200. — J. Budjnoski, Buttonwood Theatre, Buttonwood, Pa.

STAGE

RAIDERS

(Rep)

Not as good as previous westerns made by
these three. Played February 11. Weather:
Good. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 3,100. Capacity: 500. — Ritz
Ind.
Amusements, Park Theatre, North Vernon,

P
PERSONS

(Para)

mount has a lot of this kind these days. It's
the same old story. Played February 10-11
Weather: Bad. Admission: 10 and two for
35 cents. General patronage. Population:

LISTEN. DARLING

M

OVERLAND
(20th-Fox)

Usual song and dance show. Played to the
poorest business of any Temple picture so

in to see this, one.

As for the quints' acting, singing and dancing ability, it is quite terrible. I would say
the picture is only fair, not much to it.

much

open forum for exhibitor comment. Please address communications
and requests for report blanks to THE
EXHIBITOR HAS HIS SAY, Box-

Capacity: 500. — Ritz Amusements,
atre, North Vernon, Ind.

(Para)

not attract the masses, and consequently very light take. My patrons did not

480. — A. E. Andrews,,
porium, Pa.

An

IN HIDING

(Para)

Just another picture to fill up time. Played
March 7-8. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 1,900.
Capacity: 200. — Jack Wright, Strand Theatre,
Bastrop, Tex.

PRIDE OF THE NAVY

(Rep)

A peach of a picture and very well done.
A lot of action and comedy — the kind most
people like. Played Sunday-Monday. Boxoffice above average. Played March 12-13.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 15-10. General
patronage. Population: 7,500. — L. J. Boudreau,
Grant Theatre, Eveleth, Minn.
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R
RIDE A CROOKED
A

weak

MILE (Para)

picture suitable

only for double

J. Budjnoski,
wood, Pa.

Buttonwood

SWEETHEARTS

(M-G-M)

Theatre,

Button-

billing. The same thing goes for "Tom Sawyer, Detective" and "Thanks for the Memory." No wonder Zukor took his name off
the prints. Weather: Good. Admission: 3010. Small town patronage. Population: 1,700.
Capacity: 300. — S. L. George, Mountain Home
Theatre, Mountain Home, Idaho.

Beautiful, but where was the story? Everyone disappointed. Played February 19-20.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Rural pat-

s

This picture attracted the musical minded
people, but for the others it was a pain in
the neck. More than 50 per cent of the footage is taken up with singing by one or the
other. Played February 5-6-7. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 35-15. Rural patronage. Population: 5,300. Capacity: 790. — C. V. Martina,
Rialto Theatre, Albion, N. Y.

SALESLADY

(Mono)

Where they dug this one up from nobody
knows, but bury it before your patrons smell
it. Played March 10-11. Weather: Rain. Admission: 20-10. Population: 169,000. Capacity:
400. — Alyce Cornell, Galewood Theatre,
Grand Rapids, Mich.

SHINING

HOUR,

Played

February 23-24. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 26,400. Capacity: 999. — Pearce Parkhurst, State Theatre, Torrington, Conn.

HOUR,

THE (M-G-M)

Why don't they forget Joan. She made the
poison list once and my patrons just don't
go for her. The rest of the cast was swell,
but they just couldn't overcome this handicap. Played February 5-7. Weather: Nice.
Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 1,750. Capacity: 385. — Mayme P.
Musselman, Princess Theatre, Lincoln, Kas.

SMILING

ALONG

(20th-Fox)

Poor. Gracie Fields is a good actress but
a poor show for cheap night. Business bad.
Played February 1-2. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 700.— Charles F. Dearman, Fox Theatre, Smithville, Tenn.

SONG

OF THE BUCKAROO

(Mono)

Played with "The Crooked Circle" and
made a satisfactory double bill. Ritter not
a card here, but he has his following. Played
February 4. Weather: Fair. Admission: 2015-10. General patronage. Population: 63,000. Capacity: 800.- — J. B. Stine, Garfield
Theatre, Terre Haute, Ind.

STRAIGHT,

PLACE

AND

SHOW

(20th-Fox)

Why exhibitors get gray — too much Ritz
Bros. Played January 27-28. Weather: Good.
Admission: 20-10. Population: 500. Capacity:
250.— H. L. Hyde, Cozy Theatre, Geneseo,
Kas.

STRAIGHT,
Just a

PLACE

AND

picture with

SHOW
a

few

(20th-Fox)
wise

cracks.

Patrons don't seem, to go for these Ritz boys.
Missed a lot of regular Saturday customers.
Played

February 17-18. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-20-10. Town and rural patronage.

Population: 1,300. Capacity: 300. — J. Cullman,
Orpheum Theatre, Ada, Minn.

SUEZ (20th-Fox)
Annabella stole this picture as far as we
were concerned. Give her more opportunities, Fox. Very fine picture which failed at
the boxoffice on account of a blizzard and
cold weather. Played February 19-20.
Weather: Blizzard. Admission: 30-25-20-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 800. Capacity: 450. Horn & Morgan, Star Theatre,
Hay Springs, Neb.

SUEZ

(20th-Fox)

A very good show

I thought, but somehow,

it didn't do the business. Played February
15-16. Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10.
Neighborhood patronage. Population: 200. —
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ronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 200. — F. Lee, Cove Theatre, Covington, Ohio.

SWEETHEARTS

(M-G-M)

T
TAIL SPIN (20th-Fox)

THE (M-G-M)

A nice little picture. We ran this on a
dish night as the first main feature and did
a sweet little business. Orchids to you, Joan
and Robert, and more power to you Metro.

SHINING

Ruby

The reaction to this was spotty, the best
reports coming from the feminine side of our
house. Evidently meant to be something
"big," this, side-slipped to only average level.
Without Joan Davis it would have been very
dull at times. Business was below average.
Played February 18. Weather: Fair and
warm. Admission: 40-30. General patronage. Population: 3,800. Capacity: 562. — Tom
McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

THANKS

FOR

EVERYTHING

(20th-Fox)

I don't know what was wrong with this
picture but it just didn't have that something
that a winner needs. Not a special, but better than a programmer. Play it, but at the
right price. Admission: 25-10. Small town
patronage. Population: 1,750. Capacity: 385
—Mayme
P. Musselman, Princess Theatre,
Lincoln, Kas.

THANKS

FOR

THE MEMORY

(Para)

Nice little picture. Pleased here. Good
wisecracks help put it over. Played February 24-25. Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200.— C. Kelley, Rex Theatre, Custer
City, Okla.

THANKS

FOR

THE MEMORY

(Para)

A good little program picture with some
Witty gags. Should have a supporting feature in competitive situations, however everyone pleased. Played February 28. Weather:
Cold. Admission: 25-10. Country and city
patronage. — J. R. Wills, Eaton Theatre, Eaton,
Colo.

THERE'S
Clever

THAT

WOMAN

comedy

AGAIN

that comes

(Col)

very

MUSKETEERS

Lots of laughs.

(20th-Fox)

Fair

boxoffice.

The

Ritz

Bros,.' defense when attacked by the Cardinal's guards worth price of admission alone.
Played March 22. Weather: Okay. Admission:
25. Agricultural and mining patronage. Population: 4,500. Capacity: 600. — Don Ballard,
Lyric and Sherman theatres, Sullivan, Ind.

THREE

MUSKETEERS

(20th-Fox)

Good enough musical comedy, which failed
to draw because it was done in costume.
Played March 13-14. Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity 265.— E. M. Freiburger,
Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

TRADE

WINDS

(UA)

Pretty fair considering ordinary story and
mostly a scenic. Stars were the draw in this
case. Why use them, in such weak story
when

they're

capable

TRADE

WINDS

of better?

Played

(UA)

Good for your best playing time. Joan
Bennett would please our patrons to continue
to be a brunette. Did extra business,. Played
February 16-17. Weather: Rain. Admission:
20-10. Small town patronage. Population:
1,400. Capacity: 300. — Wiley Booth jr.. Booth
Theatre, Wolfe City, Tex.

u
UP THE RIVER (2Qth-Fox)
Very funny in spots, but it is the same

old

story: You've got to have somebody in the
picture if you expect it to click. Played
January 29-31. Admission: 25-10. Small town
patronage. Population: 1,750. Capacity: 385.
-— Mayme P. Musselman, Princess Theatre,
Lincoln, Kas.

V
VACATION

FROM

LOVE

(M-G-M)

Very nice little comedy, but 1 made the
mistake of playing it Sunday opening. Not
strong enough drawing card for Sunday dating and was a boxoffice flop. Pleased those
who came, however. Played January 1-2.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-15-10. General
patronage. Population: 63,000. Capacity: 800.
— J. B. Stine, Terre Haute, Ind.

Y
YES, MY

DARLING

DAUGHTER

(FN)

Good enough for top spot in this town any
time. May Robson excellent. Played March
8-9. Weather: Good. Admission: 21-11. Small
town patronage. Population: 1,700. Capacity:
385. — Glenn Dalton, Rex Theatre, Yale, Okla.

YOUNG

DR. KILDARE

(M-G-M)

Placed in too high a bracket for me to
make money on it, but proved to be excellent entertainment. If a series of "Kildare"
stories are made believe they'll eventually
win out at boxoffice. Played February 5-6.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-15-10. General
patronage. Population: 63,000. Capacity:
800. — J. B. Stine, Garfield Theatre, Terre
Haute, Ind.

YOUNG

IN HEART. THE (UA)

Not what it was cracked up to be. Not
a Sunday picture. Not strong enough. Played
February 26-28. Weather: Fair. Admission:
25-10. Family patronage. Population: 7,000.
Capacity: 1,000. — W. R. Paara, DuPage Theatre, Lombard, 111.

w

close to

equaling the first one of the series, "There's
Always a Woman." Difficult to say whether
Blondell or Bruce was better as, the wife. Did
average business for 3-day change. Population: 1,300. Capacity: 200. — Elise Morgan,
Melodian Theatre, Cheney, Wash.

THREE

March 15-16. Weather: Fair. Admission: 2510. Family patronage. Population: 7,000. Capacity: 1,000. — W. R. Paara, DuPage Theatre,
Lombard, 111.

WINGS

OF THE NAVY

(WB)

Flu,
fever average
and rodeo
couldn'tShould
keep
this
onescarlet
from doing
business.
be a winner under average conditions. Swell
from every angle. Played March 14-15.
Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10. Small town
patronage. Population: 1,500. Capacity: 224.—
F. M. Baker, Best Theatre, Handley, Tex.

z

ZAZA

(Para)

A very slow, bloodless version of what
once was an exciting, racy tale. Complete
and ruthless censorship has made this a
hopeless, anemic piece of non-entertainment.
It is, a listless thing that should never have
been released. Business very, very poor.
Played

February 13-14. Weather: Fair. Admission: 40-30. General patronage. Population: 3,800. Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey,
Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

ZORRO

RIDES AGAIN

(Rep)

Very good serial. Held up all through. Admission: 20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. — C. A. Kelley, Rex
Theatre, Custer City, Okla.
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"HEIGHTS" IS HEAVY STANZA'S TOP AT 220%
AVERAGE

BOSTON

Fenway — Hound
of the Baskervilles (20thFox); Secret Service of the Air (WB)

135

Memorial — Three Smart Girls Grow Up
Almost a Gentleman (RKO), 2nd wk

105

(Univ);

Metropolitan — Dodge City (WB); Adventures
of Jane Arden (WB). 2nd wk
Orpheum — Huckleberry Finn (M-G-M) ;
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col), 2nd wk
Paramount — Same
as Fenway
State — Same
as Orpheum

100
110
120
70

CHARLOTTE
Broadway — Romance
of the Redwoods
(Col).. 100
Carolina — Fast Side of Heaven (Univ), 1st half 95
Carolina — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO),
2nd half
95
Imperial — Cafe Society (Para),
Imperial- — Four Girls in White
2nd
half

1st half
(M-G-M),

90
100

State — King of Chinatown (Para), 1st half.... 100
State — Home
on the Prairie (Rep), 2nd half.. 100

CHICAGO
Apollo — Grand Illusion (SR), 2nd wk
Chicago — Dodge City (WB), plus stage show,
2nd wk., moved
to Roosevelt for 3rd loop
wk

75
120

Garrick — Prison Without Bars (UA), first half
of wk. ; Love Affair (RKO), beginning 3rd
loop wk., moved
from first two weeks at
Palace; 2nd half of wk

90

Oriental — The Lady and the
Family Next Door (Univ),
Palace^— The Castles (RKO),
, held 3rd wk

Mob (Col); The
plus stage show..
plus stage show,

Roosevelt — Sergeant Madden
State-Lake — St. Louis Blue
wk., stage show

(M-G-M)
(Para), 2nd

United Artists — Wuthering
2nd wk

Heights

(UA),

90

held

125

CINCINNATI
Albee — Midnight
(Para), held
Capitol — Dodge City (WB), 2nd wk., held
Keith’s — Society Lawyer
(M-G-M)
Lyric — Eagle and the Hawk
(Para), revival..
Palace — Stagecoach (UA), held
Shubert — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO), 2nd wk., held over

130
120
110
120
130
120

CLEVELAND
Allen— Let Us Live (Col)
City — Ballerina (Cinatlantica), 2nd wk
Hippodrome — Dodge City (WB), 2nd wk
Palace — The Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox); Stage: Hugh Herbert and vaudeville

75
90
85
100

State — Made for Each Other (UA)
Stillman — Let Freedom
King (M-G-M)

105
110

DALLAS
Capitol — The Lash (SR)
Majestic — You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man
(Univ)
Melba — Within the Law
(M-G-M), 1st half....
Melba — Off the Record (WB);
Harmonica
Hi-Hats on the stage
Palace— Midnight
(Para)
Tower — Dodge City (WB), 2nd wk

160
135
100
150
135
125

DENVER
Aladdin — The
after a wk.

Little Princess
at the Denver

(20th-Fox),

Denham — I’m From Missouri (Para), 2nd
Denver — Spirit of Culver (Univ); Clyde
McCoy
band

105
wk.

.110

Rialto — Yrou Can’t Cheat an Honest
Man
(Univ), after a wk. at each the Denver
and Aladdin; First Offenders (Col)

110

100

DETROIT
(Univ),
100

Cinema — Ballerina (SR), 2nd wk
100
Fox — Love Affair (RKO), plus stage show.... 115
Michigan — Dodge City (WB); Society Lawyer
(M-G-M)
110
Palms State — Midnight (Para); Streets of
New
York (Mono)
105
United

Artists — Broadway

Serenade

(M-G-M)

90

INDIANAPOLIS
Alamo — Starlight Over Texas (Mono), 1st
Alamo — Sunset Trail (Para), 2nd half
Ambassador — The Mystery of Mr. Wong
(Mono)

half

Apollo — Dodge City (WB), 2nd wk
Circle — Saint Strikes Back, The (RKO)
Indiana — I’m From
Missouri (Para)
Loew’s — Wuthering Heights (UA)
Lyric — Women
in the Wind (WB)

KANSAS
Esquire — Three
holdover

Smart

Midland — Wuthering

130

60
80
70
90
110
80
85
90

CITY

Girls

Heights

Grow
(UA)

Up

(Univ),

; The

220
205
185
170
160

EXTENDED

NEW

150

You Can’t Cheat an Honest
Man — New Orleans
Wuthering Heights — New Orleans, 2nd wk
Broadway Serenade (dual) —
Portland, Ore
Dodge City — Oklahoma City
Wuthering Heights — Philadelphia

150
150

City,

3rd

wk.,

140

New

Smart

You Can’t
Denver.

Girls

Cheat

an

Grow
Honest

Up,

York.

Man,

3rd

wk..

3rd

wk.,

Kid

85

wk
(M-G-M)
(M-G-M),

100
110
110
115

3rd wk
wk., plus

125
Vernon and
plus stage
120

CITY

Criterion — Dodge
City (WB)
140
Liberty — Persons in Hiding (Para) ; Trouble
in Sundown
(RKO), 4 days
110
Liberty — . . . one third of a nation . . .
(Para); Nancy Drew, Reporter (FN), 3 days 95
Midwest— lee Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
90
Plaza — Little Princess (20th-Fox), moveover
from
Midwest
90
State — Home
on the Prairie (Rep); Barefoot
Boy
(Mono)
90
Tower — Midnight (Para), moveover from
Criterion
120

L’ Alibi, 3rd wk., Fifth Ave. Playhouse,
New York.
Love Affair, 3rd wk., Chicago.
Midnight, 3rd wk., New York.
Prison Without Bars, 3rd wk., New York.
Story of Vernon and Irene Castle, 3rd wk.,
New York.
Three
Seattle.

CITY

OKLAHOMA

RUNS

Chicago,

YORK

Rivoli — Wuthering
Heights (UA)
.*
220
Roxy — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox), 3rd wk., plus stage show; held.. 110
Strand — Dodge City (WB), 2nd wk., plus
stage show; held
115

140
140

Pygmalion, 19th wk., New
York
City;
7th wk., Minneapolis.
Alexander Nevsky, 5th wk.. Cameo, New
Fork.
Story of Alexander Graham
Bell, 4th and
final wk., New
York.
Dodge

ORLEANS

Astor — Pygmalion
(M-G-M), 19th
Capitol— The Hardys Ride High
Criterion — Mutiny on the Bounty
reissue
Globe — Prison Without Bars (UA),
Paramount — Midnight (Para), 2nd
stage show; held
Radio City Music Hall — Story of
Irene Castle (RKO),
3rd wk.,
show

OMAHA
Brandeis — Dark
Victory (FN)
Omaha — Wuthering Heights (UA);
the Hawk
(Para)
Orpheum — Three Smart Girls Grow
Bulldog

Drummond’s

Secret

185
Flagle

and
105

Up

Police

(Univ) ;
(Para)...

135

PHILADELPHIA
From
Texas (M-G-M)
so
Newman — Dodge City (WB), holdover
.115
Orpheum — The Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle (RKO), holdover
85
Tower — Alexander Graham
Bell (20th-Fox);
Everybody’s Baby (20th-Fox), holdover .... 70
Uptown — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ),
holdover
75

LOS ANGELES
Chinese — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M); Everybody’s Baby (20th-Fox)
...100
Downtown — Dodge City (WB), 2nd wk
100
Four Star — Prison Without Bars (UA)
70
Hillstreet — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO);
Peck’s Bad
Boy With the Circus
(RKO), 2nd wk
100
Hollywood — Same as Downtown
100
Pantages — Same
as Hillstreet
100
Paramount — Eagle and the Hawk
(Para),
plus stage show
90
State — Same as Chinese
100

Aldine — Wuthering
Heights (UA)
Boyd — Alexander Graham
Bell (20th-Fox)
Earle — You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man
(Univ)
Fox — Society Lawyer
(M-G-M), plus Chick
Webb
and Ella Fitzgerald on stage
Karlton — Midnight (Para)
Keith’s — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Palace — Within the Law
(M-G-M)
Stanley — Dodge City (WB), 2nd wk
Stanton — Women
in the Wind
(WB)

Palace — Midnight (Para); Persons in Hiding
(Para)
100
Riverside — First Offenders (Col); John Boles ....
in person
185
Strand — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox); Everybody’s Baby
(20th-Fox) . . 1 10
Warner- Dodge City (WB);
Adventures of
Jane Arden (WB), 2nd wk
100
Wisconsin — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M);
Inside Story (20th-Fox)
125

MINNEAPOLIS
Aster — King of Chinatown
(Para); Beauty
for the Asking (RKO)
85
Century — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ).. 150
Gopher — Never Say Die (Para)
85
Orpheum — Oklahoma
Kid (WB), plus stage
show
100
State — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
World — Pygmalion (M-G-M), 7th wk

College — The Hound
of the Baskervilles
(20th-Fox); Inside Story (20th-Fox)
Loew-Poli — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO);
12 Crowded
Hours (RKO),
moved
to College for 2nd wk
Paramount — Three Smart Girls Grow Up
(Univ); Last Warning
(Univ), 6 days, 2nd
wk
Roger Sherman — Dodge City
in the Wind (WB), 2nd wk

(WB)

;

135

115

80

Women
100

100
95
130
105
100
120
80

205
120
135
170
60
90
125

ORE.

Broadway — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M);
The
Family Next Door (Univ)
125
Mayfair — Wuthering Heights (UA) ; King of
the Turf (UA), moveover
100
Orpheum — The Castles (RKO);
My Son Is a
Criminal (Col), 2nd wk. for The Castles ... 100
Paramount — Midnight (Para); King of Chinatown (Para)
125
United Artists — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M) ;
Within the Law
(M-G-M)
140

SALT

LAKE

CITY

Centre — Dark
Victory (FN)
Paramount — Love
Affair (RKO)
Studios — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox), 2nd wk
LTtah — Kid From
Texas (M-G-M);
Sergeant
Madden
(M-G-M)
Victory — Forged Passport
Ship

105
100
100
100

(Rep);

Gambling

(Univ)

100

80
100

HAVEN

140
80

PITTSBURGH

SEATTLE
Blue

NEW

. . . .

Alvin — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ) ....
Barry — F'orged Passport (Rep); North of
Shanghai (Col)
Fulton — East Side of Heaven (Univ)
Penn — Dodge City (WB)
Senator — Snow White (RKO), revival
Stanley — Blackwell’s Island (WB) ; Tony Martin and Jimmy
Joy Orchestra
Warner — Huckleberry Finn (M-G-M), 2nd d.t.
wk

PORTLAND,

MILWAUKEE
120

Smart Girls Grow Up
Crowded Hours (RKO)

Top Hits of the Week
Wuthering Heights — New
York City
Three Smart Girls Grow Up —
Pittsburgh
Dark Victory— Omaha
Dodge City — Pittsburgh
The Lash — Dallas
Three Smart Girls Grow Up —
Minneapolis

160

Orpheum — Broadway
Serenade (RKO),
2nd
wk. ; Fisherman’s Wharf
(RKO)
Paramount — Blackwell’s Island (FN); Boy
Trouble (Para)

Adams — Three
3rd wk.; 12

NEW

Center--The Girl Downstairs (M-G-M)
85
Globe — Cowboy and the Lady (UA)
90
Liberty — Abused
Confidence (Bercholz)
100
Lyceum — The Citadel (M-G-M)
100
Orpheum — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO), 2nd wk
125
Regent — Snow' AVliite (RKO), 5th city run ....125
Saenger — You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man
(Univ)
150
State — Wuthering
Heights (UA), 2nd wk
150
Tudor — Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(M-G-M)
95

90
120
85

loop

IS 100%

Mouse — Three

Smart

Girls

Grow

Up

(Univ); Society Smugglers (Univ), 3rd wk. .100
Fifth Avenue — Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle (RKO); The Saint Strikes Back
(RKO)
110
Music Box — Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN),
2nd wk
110
Orpheum — Dodge City (WB); Winner Take
All (20th-Fox), 2nd wk
100
Palomar — Ride a Crooked Mile (Para); Last
Warning
(Univ), plus stage
Paramount — Sergeant Madden
Everybody’s

Baby

show
(M-G-M);

(20th-Fox)

BOXOFFICE

90
90
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Alphabetical Index TO THE

CURRENT

This Index is designed as a time saving guide for exhibitors t
know the title of a feature, but do not recall the producer or distributor. All features listed here appear in the BOOKING CHART
in release week squares alongside the proper company headings. The date following title is issue of review. Number at end
of line is production number.
A
Across the Plains (Mono)
3855
Adventure in the Sahura (Col)
Dec. 24
9028
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(M-G-M)
Feb. 18
923
Adventures of Jane Arden
(1VB) Feb. 18
321
Almost a Gentleman (RKO)
Mar. 11
920
Ambush
(Para) Jan. 21
3820
Angels With Dirty Faces (FN)
Oct. 29
351
Annabel Takes a Tour (RKO)
Oct. 22
908
Arizona Cowboy
(Col)
Arizona Legion (RKO) Jan.
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)
Nov. 12
Arrest Bulldog Drummond
(Para) Nov. 26
Asking for Trouble (GB)

14..

3812
8012

Back Door to Heaven (Para)
Apr. 15
3833
Beachcomber, The (Para) Dec. 3.3863
Beauty for the Asking (RKO)
Jan. 28
915
Big Town
Czar (TJniv) Apr. 22.. 934
Blackwell’s Island (FN) Mar.
Blind Alley (Col)
Blondie (Col) Nov. 5
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Mar. 4
Blue Montana Skies (Rep)
Boy
Friend (20th-Fox)
Boy Slaves (RKO)
Jan. 21
Boy Trouble (Para) Feb. 4
Boys Reformatory
(Mono)
Bridal Suite (M-G-M)
Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Apr. 8
Bronze Buckaroo (Sack) Jan.

4
9011

844
943
911
3824
3820

931

Burn ’Em
Jon. 14

Up

O’Connor

3831

(M-G-M)

919

C
Cafe Society (Para) Feb.
California Frontier (Col)
Dec. 24

11.... 3826

Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Captain Fury (UA)
Charlie Chan in Honolulu
(20th-Fox) Dec. 24
Chasing Danger (20th-Fox)
Jan. 7
Christmas Carol,
Dec. 17

A

(M-G-M)

8206
. . .

928
941
917

Climbing High (20th-Fox)
Apr. 22
8012
Code of the Secret Service (FN) . .374
Code of the Streets (Univ)
3019
Come On Rangers (Rep) Dec. 3.. 818
Comet Over Broadway
(FN)
Dec. 17
370
Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN) 353
Convict’s Code (Mono) Feb.
Cowboy and the Lady (UA)
Nov. 26
Crashing Through
(GN)

D

18 . 3822

E
East Side of Heaven
Apr. 15

(Univ)

Everybody’s Baby
(20th-Fox)
Dec. 3
Exile Express (GN) Feb. 18

3006
935
301

F
Fast and Loose (M-G-M) Feb. 18. 924
Family Next Door (Univ)
Apr. 15
3020
Federal Man-Hunt
(Rep)
Jan. 14
820
Feud of the Range (Metropolitan)
Fighting Thoroughbreds (Rep)
Jan. 21
808
First Offenders (Col) Mar. 11.. 9030

BOXOFFICE

Frog, The (GB)
Frontier Pony Express

919
823

(Rep)

G
Gambling Ship (Univ) Dec. 24. .3023
Gang Bullets (Mono) Dec. 10.... 3818
Gangster’s Boy (Mono) Nov. 12.. 3801
Ghost Town Riders (Univ)
3054
Girl Downstairs (M-G-M) Dec. 31 916
Going Places (FN) Dee. 24
359
Great Man Votes (RKO) Jan. 14 913
Gun Packer (Mono) Nov. 19
3851
Gunga Din (RKO)
Jan. 28
912

H

Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
Apr. 22
934
Harlem Rides the Range (Sack)
Heart of the North (FN) Dec. 17 362
His Exciting Night (Univ)
Dec. 10
3036
Home
on the Prairie (Rep)
Feb. 18
842
Homicide Bureau (Col) Feb. 11.9035
Honolulu (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
922
Honor of the West (Univ)
3055
Hotel Imperial (Para)
Apr. 22
Hound of the Baskervilles
(20th-Fox)

Apr.

I

1

936

I Am
a Criminal (Mono) Dec. 3.3812
I’m From Missouri (Para)
Mar. 25
3830
I Was a Convict (Rep) Feb. 25. 824
Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Mar. 11
925
Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)
Feb. 4. 920
If I Were King (Para) Oct. 1...3810
Inside Story (20th-Fox) Oct. 22.-934
Inspector Hornleigh (RKO)
Apr. 22
945
It’s a Wonderful World (M-G-M)

I

Jesse James (20th-Fox) Jan. 21..
Jones Family in Hollywood
(20th-Fox)
Just Around the Corner (20thFox) Nov. 5

K

921
946
915

Kentucky
(20th-Fox) Dec. 24... 923
Kid From Texas (M-G-M) Apr. 8 929
King of Chinatown (Para)
Mar. 11
3827
King of the Turf (UA) Feb. 18
King of the Underworld
(WB)
Jan. 14
317

L
Lady and the Mob (Col) Mar. 11.9013
Lady’s From
Kentucky, The
(Para) Apr. 15
3834
Last Warning (Univ) Dec. 10... 3027
Law
Comes to Texas (Col)
9214
Law West of Tombstone (RKO)
Nov. 19
909
I.et Freedom
Ring (M-G-M)
Feb. 25
Let Us Live (Col) Feb. 18
Little Orphan Annie (Para)
Dec. 3
Little Pal (Mono)
Little Princess (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
Little Tough Guys in Society
(Univ) Nov. 26
Lone Star Pioneers (Col)
Apr. 15
Lone Wolf Spy Hunt (Col)
Jan. 28
Long Shot (GN) Dec. 31
Lost Patrol (RKO)
Love Affair (RKO)
Mar.
Lucky
Night (M-G-M)

926
9007
3814
3828
932
3011
9213
9014
313

18

916
933

M

Made for Each
Feb. 11

Other

(UA)

Maiden
Voyage
(M-G-M)
Man of Conquest (Rep) Apr.
Mexicali Rose (Rep) Apr. 1

15.
843

3828
9027
926
937
9029

My Wife’s Relatives (Rep)
Mar. 11
810
Mysterious Miss X (Rep) Jan. 21 809
Mystery of Mr. Wong
(Mono)
Mar. 18
3806
Mystery of the White Room
(Univ) Apr. 1
3037
Mystery Plane (Mono) Mar. 4. ...3809

N

921
8011

Apr. 15
954
Frontiers of ’49 (Col) Mar. 11... 9212
Frontiersman (Para) Nov. 26.... 3856

327

Dark
Victory (FN) Mar. 11... 354
Dawn Patrol (WB) Dec. 24
303
Disbarred (Para) Jan. 14
3818
Dodge City (WB) Apr. 8
304
Down on the Farm
(20lh-Fox)
Oct. 15
920
Down
the Wyoming
Trail
(Mono)
3864
Dramatic School (M-G-M)
Dec. 15
915
Drifting Westward
(Mono)
Mar. 25
3854
Duke of West Point (UA) Dec. 24

914

Forged Passport (Rep) Feb. 11..
Four Girls in White (M-G-M)
Jan. 21

7.

Bulldog Drummond’s
Secret
Police (Para) Apr. 8

844
922

Flirting With Fate (M-G-M)
Dec. 3
Flying Irishman (RKO)
Mar. 11
For Love or Money (Univ)

982
929

B

Fisherman’s Wharf (RKO)
Feb. 4
Fixer Dugan
(RKO)

Midnight (Para) Mar. 11
Missing Daughters
(Col)
Mr. Moto’s Last Warning
(20tli-Fox) July 30
Mr. Moto on Danger Island
(20tli-Fox) Mar. 18
My Son Is a Criminal (Col)
Mar. 18

Nancy
Nancy
Jan.

Drew,
Drew,
28

Detective (WB)
Reporter (FN)

. . .

319
372

Navy Secrets (Mono) Feb. 18... 3805
Never Say Die (Para) Mar. 11.. 3832
Newsboys Home
(Univ) Jan. 28. .3015
Next Time I Marry (RKO)
Dec. 10
910
Night Riders (Rep) Apr. 8
865
North of Shanghai (Col) Mar. 11.9038
North of Yukon
(Col)
9205

o

Off the Record
Oklahoma
Kid
On Trial (WB)
One Third of a
Feb. 11

(WB) Jan. 28... 314
(WB)
Mar. 18... 308
Mar. 25
323
Nation (Para)
3825

Only Angels Have Wings
(Col) .9001
Orphans of the Street (Rep)
Dec.

17

819

Outside These W'alls (Col)
Out W'est With the Hardys
(M-G-M)
Nov. 26

9031
913

P
Pacific Liner (RKO)
Dec. 31...
Panama
Lady (RKO)
Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox)
Nov. 19
Paris Honeymoon
(Para)
Dec.

24

914
925
931
3821

Peck’s Bad Boy With the Circus
(RKO)
Nov. 26
948
Persons in Hiding (Para) Jan. 28.3823
Phantom
Stage (Univ)
3056
Pirates of the Skies (Univ)
3033
Pride of the Navy (Rep) Jan. 28. 822
Prison Without Bars (UA) Feb. 25
Pygmalion

(M-G-M)

Dec.

11....

980

R
Racketeers of the Range
Red River Range (Rep)
Return of the Cisco Kid
(20th-Fox)
Ride a Crooked
Dec. 10

(RKO)

984
864
940

Mile

(Para)
3815

Ride ’Em Cowgirl (GN) Jan. 28.W1-2
Rio Grande (Col) Apr. 8
9202
Risky Business (Univ) Mar. 11.. 3029
Road Demon
(20th-Fox) Aug. 27. 918
Romance
of the Redwoods (Col) .
Rolling Westward (Mono) Apr.
Rookie Cop (RKO)
Rose of Washington
Square
(20th-Fox)
Rough Riders Roundup
(Rep)
Mar. 25

s

942
853

(Rep)

918

Sorority House (RKO)
Apr. 22.. 924
Spirit of Culver (Univ) Mar. 4.. 3014
Spoilers of the Range
(Col)
9206
Spring Madness
(M-G-M)
Nov. 26
911
Stagecoach (UA) Feb. 11
Up

and

Fight

Storm Over Bengal (Rep) Nov. 19 807
Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox) Apr. 8
938
Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle (RKO)
838
Strange Case of Dr. Meade (Col)
Oct. 29
9022
Strange Faces (Univ) Dec. 10... 30.35
Street of Missing Men (Rep) ....
Streets of New York (Mono)
Apr. 15
Submarine Patrol (20th-Fox)
Nov. 5
Sudden Money
(Para) Mar.
Sundown on the Prairie

(M-G-M)

3802
909
25

(Mono) Apr. 1
Sunset Murder Case (GN)
Sunset Trail (Para) Oct. 29
Sweepstakes Winner (FN)

3862
345
3857

Apr. 22
Sweethearts (M-G-M)
Dec. 24...
Swing, Sister, Swing (Univ)
Dec.

373
910

17

3021

T
Tail Spin (20th-Fox)
Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
Terror of Tiny Town
(Col)
July 30
Texas Stampede
(Col)
Thanks for Everything
Fox)
Thanks

Dec. 10
for the

Nov. 12
The Dove

925

. 9050
(...9204
(20th-

Memory

917

(Para)

3811

(RKO)

The Gorilla (20th-Fox)
The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
The Sun Never Sets (Univ) ....
There’s That Woman
Again

944

(Col) Dec. 17
9006
They Asked for It (Univ) ......
They Made
Her a Spy (RKO)
Mar. 25
920
They Made Me a Criminal (WB)
Jan. 7
307
Three Musketeers (20th-Fox)
Feb. 11
927
Three Smart Girls Grow
Up
(Univ) Mar. 25
Three Texas Steers (Rep)
Thundering West (Col) Apr.

3001
866
15. . 9203

Tom Sawyer, Detective (l’ara)
Dec. 24
To the Rescue (GN)
Topper Takes a Trip (UA) Jan.
Torchy Gets Her Man
(WB)

3816
328
7

Oct. 15
Torchy in Chinatown
(FN)
Torchy Runs for Mayor (WB)

318
371

Apr. 1
Tough Kid (Mono) Jan. 14
Trade Winds (UA) Dec. 31

322
3819

Trigger Pals (GN) Jan. 21
Trigger Smith (Mono)
Trouble in Sundown
(RKO)
Mar. 11
12 Crowded Hours

(RKO)

Wl-13
3854

Feb.

983
917

18

U

Undercover Agent (Mono)
Union Pacific (Para)
Unmarried
(Para)
the

River

(20th-Fox)

3824

Nov.

12 924

W

28.. 3822

Dec. 17
863
Say It in French (Para) Nov. 26.3813
Secret Service of the Air (W'B)
Feb. 11
320
Secrets of a Nurse (Univ)
Nov. 19
3022
Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Mar. 25
927
Sharpshooters (20th-Fox) Sept. 24 916
Shine On, Harvest Moon (Rep).. 852
Shining Hour (M-G-M) Nov. 19.. 912
Silver on the Sage (Para) Feb. 18 3858
Smiling Along (20th-Fox) Dec. 17 933
Smoky
Trails (Metropolitan) . . .
Society Lawyer (M-G-M) Apr. 1 930
Society Smugglers (Univ)
Mar. 11
3024
Some Like It Hot (Para)
Song of the Buckaroo (Mono)
Jan- 14
3861
Son of Frankenstein (Univ)
Jan. 21

Stand

Jan. 7
918
Star of Midnight (RKO)
reissue
Star Reporter (Mono) Feb. 25.. 3822
Stolen Life (Para)

Up

St. Louis Blues (Para) Jan.
Saint Strikes Back (RKO)
Feb. 18
Santa Fe Stampede

1 . 3863
923

RELEASES

Wanted
by Scotland Yard
(Mono)
3829
Water Rustlers (GN) Mar. 18..W1-1
Western Jamboree (Rep) Dec. 24 841
While New York Sleeps (20thFox) Oct. 22
922
Whispering Enemies (Col) Jan. 7
Wife, Husband and Friend (20thFox) Feb. 18
930
Wild Horse Canyon (Mono)
Jan. 7
Wings of the Navy (WB) Jan.
Winner Take All (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
Within the Law
(M-G-M)
Mar. 18
Wolf Call (Mono)
Woman
Women

Doctor (Rep) Feb.
in the Wind
(WB)

Feb. 4
Wuthering

3852
309

21

939
928
4. . . .808
31«

Heights

(UA)

Apr.

1

Y
Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN)
Feb. 11
357
You Can’t Cheat an Honest
Man
(Univ) Feb. 25
3005
You Can’t Get Away
With
Murder (FN) Jan. 28
364

z

Zaza (Para) Jan. 7
Zenobia (UA) Mar.

3819
18.. v
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ADD-STAR

THREE
A

COMEDIES

A Star Is Shorn (17)
Boon) Goes the Groom

Apr.

21, ’39

Ducking

STOOGES
They

(17%)
Mar. 24, ’39
Home
on the Range (17)
Dec. 9
Many
Sappy Returns (18) .. .Aug. 19
Mutiny on the Body
(17)
Not Guilty

(17)
Yes, We

Feb. 10, ’39
Sept. 30

(18)

Now It Can Be Sold (17) .June 2, ’39
Pie A Da Maid (18)
Dec. 23
With Charley Chase.
Sue My Dawyer
(17)
Sept. 16
Swing You Swingers
(18)
With Andy Clyde.
The Chump
Takes a
(..)
The Nightshirt
The Sap Takes

Jan.

20, ’39

Bump
May 5, ’39
(18) .. Oct. 28

Bandit
a Sap

Mar.

Jan. 6, ’39
Word for Curly
Sept. 2
Mummy
Feb.
Bonzana

24, ’39

(7)
WASHINGTON

May
PARADE

19, ’39

No.
No.

Have

1 Harry Newman
Commentator (10)
Nov.
2 Inside the White House

(11)
No. 3 Inside

the

(..)

Apr.

Grand

10, ’39

Flame
(8)

Peaceful Neighbors
The Animal Cracker
(7)
The
The

Gorilla Hunt
(..).. Feh.
House That Jack Built

(7)
CODUMBIA
Bermuda

Apr.

24, '39
14, ’39

TOUR

Isle of Paradise

(10). Not.

4

Big Town
Commuters
(9) . Feh. 3, ’39
Province of Quebec (10)
Dec. 16
COMMUNITY

SING

No. 11(10)
Songs of Yesteryear.
No. 12(10)
Scotch Songs.
No. 7 Parade
No. 8 Strauss
(. .)
No. 9 Songs
(..)
Third
No.
No.

of Hits
Waltzes
of

the

Aug.

26

Sept. 15
(9) Mar.

24, ’39

Apr.

21, ’39

West

May

Series

19, ’39

1 College Songs
(10)
2 South Seas (10)

Oct. 1
Oct. 4

No. 3 Season’s Idea (11)
No. 4 Girls’ Names
(..)
No. 5 Friendship Songs

Dec. 2
Dec. 30

(10)
No. 6 Moon Songs
KRAZY
KAT

Jan.
Feb.

(10)

Golf Chumps
(. . )
Gym
Jams
(7)
Hot Dogs on Ice (7)

Apr. 6, ’39
Sept. 9
Oct. 21

Krazy’s Bear Tale
lvrazy’s Shoe Shop
The Bone Mountle
MUSIC
(New
A

Night

in

HADD
series)
a

27, ’39
24, ’39

(7)
Jan. 27, ’39
( . . ) . .May 12, ’39
(6) ...... .Dec. 10
VANITIES

Music

(10%)
Jan. 20. ’39
A Night at the Troc (10) . .Mar. 2, ’39
Good
Old
American
Home

No.l

(..)
SCRAPPY

May

21, ’39

Jan.

15, ’39

CARTOONS

A Worm’s Eye View (. .) Apr. 28, ’39
Early Bird (5)
Sept. 16
Happy
Birthday (7)
Nov. 17
Scrappy's Added
Attraction
(6)
Feb. 3. ’39
Scrappy’s Sideshow (7) . . . .Mar. 3, ’39
SCREEN
SNAPSHOTS
(Series 17)
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

1 (10)
2 (10)
3(10)
4 (10)
5(10)
6(10%)
7(10)
8(9%)
9 (. . )
SPORT
REEDS

Demons

of

the

Diving Rhythm
Football Giants

Deep
(. . )
(10)

(9)

Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.
Jan. 6.
Feb. 17,
Mar. 17,
Apr. 8,
May 12,

16
14
20
15
’39
’39
’39
’39
’39

Aug.

19

Apr. 21, ’39
Sept. 28

Get Ready Navy
(10)
Jan. 6, ’39
King Vnlture (10) Special. . .Dec. 23
Navy
Champions
(10)
Mar. 17
Odd Sports (10)
Feb. 10
Ski Rhythm
(10)
Nov. 4

132

6, ’39
28, ’39

short
color.

PETE

Jan.

PAY

Marine Circus (9)
©Penny’s Picnic (10)
Weather Wizards (..)

Apr.

15, ’39
Dec. 24
KIDS

(8)

ROBERT

Ancient Egypt
(9)
Jan. 21, ’39
Cairo — City of Contrast (9).. Sept. 10
Glimpses of Australia (9) . . Apr. 15
Imperial Delhi (8)
Feb. 18
Jaipur— The Pink City (8)... Oct. 29
Java Journey (10)
Mar. 18
Madeira — Isle of Romance
(8)
Oct. 1
Rural Hungary
(9)
Apr.29, ’39
Singapore and Jahore (9) . . . . Dec. 31
Sydney — Pride of Australia
(9)
Dec. 3
HISTORICAB
MYSTERIES
on

the

Rock

(11) .. Sept. 3

MUSICAB
Dream

of Dove

(11)

Aug.
Dec.
Feb.

20
31
11

POPEYE
©Aladdin

BENCHDEY

Jan.

28, ’39
Dec. 10
Nov. 12

Apr. 7, ’39
after dark,

animals
CARTOONS

and

His

Wonderful

Damp
(22)
Apr.
7,
Bulldozing
the Bull (7)
Aug.
Cops Is Always Right (7)... Dec.
Customers Wanted
(7)
Jan.
Goonland
(8)
Oct.
Leave Well Enough Alone
(7)
Mutiny

Aint

Nice

’39
19
30
27
21

Apr. 28
Sept. 23

(7)

POPULAR
SCIENCE
(In Cinecolor)
No. 1 (10)
No. 2 (11)
No.
No.

Sept. 2
Nov. 4

3(10)
4 (10)
SCREEN

Jan. 6, ’39
Mar. 10
SONG

Beside a Moonlit Stream (8). July 29
Frank Dailey and His Orchestra.
GRANTDAND
BIGHTS

RICE

SPORT-

Champion Airhoppers (10) . . . . Oct. 28
Deals with the fascinating sport
of gliding and soaring in motorless

BOOP

Frolicking
planes.
Hijinks

CARTOONS
Sept. 16

CODOR

CLASSICS

CODOR
(New

CRUISES
Series

In Cinecolor)

Costa Rica (10)
Dec. 2
Band of Inca Memories (10) . .Jan. 27
Mexico (10)
Oct. 7
Republic of Panama
(9) . . . .Mar. 24

and
and
and

Orchestra.Feb.
Orchestra
a

PARAMOUNT
Released twice

Nov.

Queen

(11)
Vincent Lopez and
ty Hutton, Barry
sino, Dick Todd.

3, ’39
4

Apr. 7, ’39
Orchestra, BetWood, Del Ca-

NEWS
weekly.

(17)

Jan.

28

Apr.

15, ’39
Dec. 17
Doris Wesof washing

Somewhat
Secret (21) .. .Mar. 25, ’39
M-G-M
CARTOONS
IN SEPIA
(New Series)
Jitterbug Follies (9)
Feb. 25, ’39
Dittle Gold Fish (8)
Apr. 15, ’39
Mama’s
New
Hat (9)
Feb. 11
Seal Skinners (9)
Jan. 8, ’39
Wanted
No Master ( . .) . .Mar. 18, ’39
M-G-M
NEWS
OF THE
DAY
Released twice weekly.
COMEDIES

Aladdin’s Dantem
(10)
Sept. 17
Alfalfa’s Aunt (11)
Jan. 7
Clown
Princess (10)
Apr. 15, ’39
Duel Personalities (10) .. Mar. 11, ’39
Football Romeo
(10)
Nov. 12
Men in Fright (10)
Oct. 15
Party Fever (10)
Aug. 27
Practical Jokers (9)
Dec. 17
Tiny Troubles (10)
Feb. 18

PARAMOUNT

PICTORIAL

No. 2(10)
Sept. 2
Wellesley College; Amazon
activities; and Paris at night.
No. 3(10)
Oct. 7
Oceanic oddities, mountain
sunrises, elephants.
No. 4(10)
Nov. 4
Prospecting
for
oil, mountain
climbing and a visit to southeastern United States.
No. 5(9)
Dec. 9
17 year locusts, outdoor scenes and
the hit parade of yesterday.
No. 6 (10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Great
Britain’s Kenya
Colony,
horse gadgets and a
visit with
Stan
Shaw
Matinee.

and

his

Milkman’s

No.
7(10)
’39
The
Mexican
Charro Feb.
at 3.
play,
plumed
birds
and
all
about
accordions.
No.

8 (10)

Mar.

3

Dec.

23
in-

Apr. 14, ’39
champions.
(10)
Feh. 17
underwater track
Sept. 2
Sept. 30
homing

of

Sporting
Aug. 5
pigeons. Test (10)
Ouestion answers In the field of
sport supplied by Ted Husing.
Super-Athletes (10)
Nov. 25
An analysis of the progress made
in track and field sports.
The Sporting Irish (10)
Mar. 17
Sports in Ireland.
Two Boys and a Dog (10) .Jan. 20, ’39
Adventures
of two
boys and
a
wire hair terrier on a pack trip
in the Rocky Mountains.
(In

OCCUPATIONS
Color)

No. 1 (10)
SJNo. 2(10)
No. 3(10)
No.

4 (10)

No.

5

Ang. 5
Oct. 7
Dec. 2
Feb.

(10)

Apr.

RKO
DISNEY

3, ’39
14, ’39

Radio

CARTOONS

Brave Dittle Tailor (9)
Sept. 23
Donald's Golf Game
(8)
Nov. 4
Donald’s Ducky Day (8) . .Jan. 13, ’39
Farmyard
Symphony
(8)
Oct. 14
Ferdinand the Bull (8)
Nov. 25
Goofy and Wilbur (8)
Mar. 17
Merbabies (9)
Dec. 9
Mickey’s Parrot (8)
Sept. 9
Mother Goose Goes Hollywood
(8)
Practical

Circus Co-Ed
(10)
Mar. 10
Fisherman’s Pluck (10) . .Apr. 14, ’39
Mildewed Melodramas
(11) .. .Sept. 2
Oh Say, Can You Ski? (10) . .Dec. 16
Raising Canines (10)
Nov. 11
Rube Goldberg’s Travelgab
(9)
Oct. 14
That’s Africa (10)
Feb. 10
Unfinished Symphony
(10) .. .Jan. 13

(10)

Hunting Thrills (10)
Racing Pigeons (10)
Story of the racing

UNUSUAL

A Song Is Born (10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Busse Rhythm
(10)
Oct. 7
Henry Busse and His Orchestra.
The Champagne
Music of the
DawreJice Walk
(10)
Mar. 3
Lawrence Walk and his Orchestra.
Hal Kemp
and His Orchestra
(10)
Dec. 2
Dightsi Action! Ducas (11) .. .Sept. 2
Clyde Lucas and orchestra.
Music Through the Years
(11) Garber
Jan
Orrln Tucker

Frogs

with
trained frogs
cluding a Jumping contest.

Good Skates (10)
Ice skating with
Hold Your Breath
meet.
Depicting a novel

HEADBINER

PARAGRAPHICS

Once Over Lightly (19)
Dec. 31
The story of two barber colleges
becomes a musical comedy plot by
a close shave. Johnny Downs
and
Dixie Dunbar.

GANG

11, ’39
Dec. 17
Apr. 8, ’39

No. 9 (10)
Sea police,
fashions.

Mar.

All’s Fair at the Fair (7) . . . . Ang. 26
Always
Kickin’ (7)
Jan. 27, ’39
Small Fry (7)
Apr. 21, ’39
The Playful Polar Bears (7) .Oct. 28

COMEDIES

Happily Buried ( . . )
Men of Steel (21)
Kenneth
Stevens and
ton in a musical saga
machines.

OUR

14

Jan. 20,
On (7)
With the New
(7)
Dec.’392
Pudgy in Thrills and Chills
(7)
Dec. 23
Sally Swing (7)
Oct. 14
So Does an Automobile (7).. Mar. 31

(10)
Three Kings

MINIATURES
City of Dittle Men
Great Heart (11)
Ice Antics (9)

Jan.

Paramount

Sept. 17

Captain’s Christmas
(8)
Dec. 17
Honduras
Hurricane
(9)
Oct. 15
Old Smokey
(7)
Sept. 3
Petunia National Park (9)... Jan. 14
FITZPATRICK
TRAVEBTABKS
In Technicolor

Man

15
28
18
11

An Hour for Bunch (9) . .Mar. 18, ’39
How
to Watch
Football (9)... Oct. 8

Sept. 24

. .(21)
Wrong
Way
Out (17)
CAPTAIN
AND
THE
CARTOONS

The

Series)

SPECIADTIES

Buzzy Boop at the Concert
(7)
My Friend the Monkey

It Over (20)
America Sleeps

Treasure

(New

week.

(10)
Sept. 10
Grid Rules (10)
Oct. 16
^Heroes at Deisure (10)
Feb. 11
(JHot on Ice (10)
Oct. 22
Man’s Greatest Friend (10).. Nov. 19

6

Money to Doan (21)
Mar. 11, ’39
They’re Always Caught (22).. Sept. 3
Scientific crime detection unearths
the murderer of a mayor of a large
city.

Burled

of the

Double Diving (10)
Football Thrills of 1937

20

M-G-M

Think
While

are

STUFF

Jan.

DOESN’T

PARADE

SMITH

BETTY

CRIME

Titles

No. 1 (10)
Oct.
New Roadways
(10)
Jan.
Story of Alfred Noble (11).. Feb.
The Story of Dr. Jenner (10). Mar.

How
to Sublet (8)
Mental Poise (8)
Opening Day
(9)

Dove on a Tap (11)
Mar. 18, ’39
Miracle of Salt Bake (11) .. .Nov. 12
streamlined Swing
(9)
Sept. 10
They Dive Again (10)
Oct. 22

Hall

(..)
PICTUREGRAPH

OF

No. 1 (10)
Col. Stoopnagle.
No. 2 (10)

(7).. Nor. 3
May 26
Not. 24

(8) . .Jan. 26, ’39
Circus
Sept. 23

18

National

CAVADCADE

Dittle Moth’s Big
Ducky Pigs ( . . )
Midnight Frolics

Jan.

Capitol

(^Indicates
©Indicates

PASSING

No

RHAPSODIES

Happy
Tots (7)
Mar. 31
Hollywood Graduation (7)... Aug. 26
Kangaroo Kid (7)
Dec. 23
Dittle Match Girl (re-sale)
(8%)
Dec. 16

COMEDIES
Go

(16%)
Apr. 7, ’39
Flat Foot Stooges (17)
Nov. 25
Mutts to You (18)
Oct. 14
Three Dittle Sew and Sews
(16)
Violent Is the
(18)
We Want Our

Enough

Did

Following

Running Time. Date Is National Release, 1938, Unless
Otherwise Specified.

GUIDE

Columbia

(15%)
CODOR

Numerals

Pig

(. . )

Feb.

Dec. 23
24, ’39

Society Dog Show
(8)
Feb. 3, ’39
Mickey Mouse enters Pluto in the
Society dog show and Pluto does
not win.
The Hockey Champ
The Whalers
(8)
The Ugly Duckling

(7) . . . .Apr. 7, ’39
Aug. 19
(9)
Apr. 7

EDGAR
KENNEDY
A Clean Sweep (17)
Beaux
and Errors (18)

COMKDIK>
Dec. 2
Oct. 7

Edgar’s father-in-law again starts
all the mischief as Edgar becomes
the

butt of a practical
cause of his obesity.

joke

be-

Clock Wise (16)
Mar. 24
Father-in-law’s grandfather clock
drives Edgar nuts as he unsuccessfully tries to get rid of it.
Maid to
Edgar
in-law
tions.

Order (18)
Jan. 27, ’39
tries to marry his fatheroff with amusing complica-

HEADLINER

COMEDIES

Romancing
Along
Phil Harris and
Sea Melody (19)
Ted Flo Rito
with Rita
cellino.

(21)
his

and

Oehman

Dec.
Orchestra.
His

and

36

Oct. 21
Orchestra

Muzzy

Mar-

Swing Vacation (19)
Feb.
LEON
ERROL
COMEDIES

24, ’39

Crime

13, '39

Rave

(18)

BOXOFFICE

Jan.

: April 29, 1939

Errol entertains bank bandits
his home
without knowing it.

at

Home
Uoner (20)
Mar. 10, *39
Major Difficulties (19)
Nov. 18
Stage Fright (18)
Sept. 23
Leon’s wife cures him of his aversion to her being on the stage.
MARCH

OF

TIME

No. 1(20)
The
Czech-German

Fighters

and

Britain’s

No. 3 (20)
Oct. 28
Inside the Maglnot line.
No. 4(19)
Nov. 26
Uncle Sam — The Good Neighbor.
yNo.
5(18)
Dec. 23
The Refugee — Today and Tomorrow.
No. 6 (18)
The State
No. 7(19)
Young
Crisis.

of

the

Nation.

Jan.

20, ’39
Feb.

America

No. 8 (18)
No. 9 (19)
Japan: Master
NCI-ATLAS

and

Mexico’s

17

New

Mar. 17, ’39
Apr. 14, ’39
Orient.

of the

MUSICALS

Cafe Rendezvous (10)
Dec. 23
Oshins & Lessy, Jack Arthur, Armida and The Kidoodlers.
Hello Mama
(11)
George Jessel, Four
Frieda Sulivan.
Readin,

Ritin

and

©Fashion

Apr.
Eton

14, ’39
Boys,

Rhythm

(10)
Feb. 17, '39
Samovar
Serenade (10)
Mar. 17
Codolbon & His Gypsy Orchestra,
Moscow
Choir, Karavaeff, Luba
Malina.
Styles and Smiles (10)
Sept. 30
Virginia Verrill, Charles King, Harrison & Fischer, Marion Daniels.
Talent Auction (10)
Oct. 28
Irene Beasley, Five Reillys, Paul
Robinson, The Merry Macs, Bobby
Bernard.

LEW
LEHR
GARTEN
What
Every
(11)
What Every
(10)
AVhat Every

PATHE
leases)
RADIO

(’36-'37

Know
Sept. 2

Girl

Should

Inventor

Know
Nov.

Should

25

Jan. 20, ’39
MAGIC

Mar.
Feb.

(7)
Goose Flies High
(7)
©Housewife
Herman
(7)
©Nutty
Network
(7)
One Gun Gary in the Nick
of Time
(7)
©String Bean Jack (7)
©The Glass Slipper (7)
The New
Comer
(7)
©The Owl and the Pussycat

(7)Stranger
Tlie

Rides

16
10

Jan. 27
Aug. 26
Oct. 7
Oct. 21

13, ’39

<7)
©The
Three Bears (6)
Village Blacksmith (6)
Wolf’s Side of the Story

Nov. 4
Feb. 10
Dec. 2
Sept. 23

CARTUNE
One

Nov.
Dec.

4
2

27, ’39

ski picture that’s different.
RAY
WHITLEY
WESTERNS
(New Series)

(New

(18) . . . .Sept. 9
Dec. 18
(17) . . . . Apr. 7
Series)

Air Waves
(10)
Dude
Ranch
(9)
Gold (9)
Newsreel (10)

Bandit

Mar. 10
Nov. 11
Feb. 10
Dec. 9

Pilot Boat (9)
Feb. 3,
Soldiers of the Sea (9) .. .Apr. 7,
Submarine
Circus (10)
Sept.
Trans-America
(11)
Oct.

’39
’39
10
14

No.
No.
No.
No.

54
55
56
57

(
(
(
(

(7)

PLACES

GRAHAM

Fisherman’s Paradise (9) . . .Sept. 19
Fishing off Catcay Bay, Bahamas.
On the Wing
(10)
Dec. 30
The hunting of wild geese.
Snow Falls (9)
Feb. 24

Western Welcome
Cowboy band.
Prairie Poppas (18)
Ranch
House Romeo

Armed

Mar.

27

MCNAMEE

9)
9)
9)
9)

Sept. 12
Oct. 3
Nov. 14
Nov. 28

No. 59 (9)
No. 60 (10)
No. 61(9)

Jan.
Feb.

No. 62 (..)
No. 63 (9)
MENTONE

30, '39
20, ’39
Mar. 13

Apr. 10, ’39
May 15, ’39
PRODUCTIONS

Bank
Notes (19)
Mar. 15
Gus Van, Minor &
Root, Three
Wiles, Barton Quintet, Ruth Daye.
Beauty Shoppe (19%)
Sept. 28
Buck and Bubbles, Imogens Coca,
Marty May, Harrison and Fischer.
Cafe Boheme
(17)
Apr. 12
Saul Grauman
&
Co., Rosita Ortega, Pied Pipers, Luba
Malina,
Roy Smeck & His Aloha Islanders.
Music and Models (19)
Dec. 14
Jack Arthur, Carolyn Marsh, Six
Debonairs, Irene Vermillion & Co.
Nautical Knights (19) ... .Jan. 11, ’39
Arthur & Morton Harvel, Moore &
Ravel, Judy
Starr, Stump
and
Stumpy, The Khezzis.
Patio Serenade (17)
Nov. 10
Tito Coral, Laura Suarez, Armlda,
Gloria Belmonte and others.
Pharmacy
Follies (..).. .May 17, ’39
Three
Playboys, Frazee
Sisters,

20 th Century-Fox
ADVENTURES
CAMERAMAN

OF

A

NEWS

Daily Diet of Danger (10) .Jan. 6, ’39
Filming Big Thrills (10)
Sept. 30
Recording Modern Science
(10)
Aug. 19
ED

THORGERSEN-SPORTS

Athletic Oddities (9)
Thoroughbreds
(10)
Timber Toppers (10)
Shooting for Par (10)

BOXOFFICE

Nov. 11
Sept. 30
Oct. 28
Jan. 6

:: April 29, 1939

Emerson’s
& Starr.

Mountaineers,

Gilrone

Rhythm
Cafe (20)
Oshins &
Lessy, Virginia
Four Eton Boys, Vic Hyde.

Sept. 7
Verrill,

Side

Oct.

Show

Fakir

OSWALD

(17%)

Ghost Town
Frolics (7)
Pixie Land
(7)
Rabbit Hunt
(7)
Sailor Mouse
(7)
The Big Cat and the Little
Mousie (7)

Sept. 6
Sept. 12
Oct. 17
Nov. 7
Aug.

15

Feb. 27
Oct. 3

(7)

THAN

1, ’39

Campus
Cinderella (19)
Sept. 17
Declaration of Independence
(18)
Nov. 20
Lincoln in the White House
(21)
Feb. 11, ’39
Sons of the Plains (19) . .July 30, ’38
Mauch
Twins, Rosella Towns.
Sons of Liberty (20)
Swingtime in the Movies
(20) on
Fun

(20)
Rollin’

Sept. 24
Apr. 15

25
17
12
31
18
4

PARADE

Series)
Oct.
No.

1

2

Illustrated,

No. Jan.
3

(10)
Mechanix

Illustrated

Feb. 25
(10) . . . .Nov. 5

Mechanix
Miracles

Illustrated No.
of Sport (10)

7, ’39

(7)

Apr. 1
Nov. 26
Jan. 28

(7)

and Teabiscuit
in Egypt (7)
in Wackyland
the Gob
(7)

(7)

Apr.

22, ’39
Nov. 5
(7) . . . .Sept. 24
Nov. 28

Porky’s Movie Mystery (7).. Mar. 11
Porky’s Naughty Nephew
(7). Oct. 15
Porky’s Tire Trouble (7)
Feb. 18
The Lone Stranger and Porky
(7)
Wholly

Smoke

MELODY
Artie

Shaw

Jan.
7, ’39
Aug.
27

(7)
MASTERS

and

Orchestra

(10)
Apr. 29,
Blue Barron & Orch. (10) .Jan. 21,
Clyde Lucas & Orch. (10) . .Jan. 7,
Clyde McCoy & Orchestra
(..)
Mar.
Dave Apollon and His Orchestra

’39
’39
'39
18

(11)
Dec. 24
Dave Apollon and Orchestra
(•■)
Apr. 8
His Busy Day (10)
Aug. 20
Clyde McCoy and Orchestra.
Happy
Felton & Orch. (..).. Dec. 3
Jerry Livingston & Orchestra
(10)
Feb. 4
Jimmy
Dorsey and His Orchestra
(10)
Oct. 22
Larry Clinton and His Orchestra
(10)
Sept. 3
Merle Kendrick and His Orchestra
(10)
Nov. 12
Ray Kinney and His Hawaiians
(10)
Oct. 1
Russ Morgan & Orchestra
(11)
Feb. 25
MERRIE

MELODIES

(In

Color)

A Day at the Zoo (7)
Mar. 11
A Feud There Was
(7)
Sept. 24
Bars and Stripes Forever (7) . Apr. 8
Count Me Out (7)
Dec. 17
Daffy Duck and the Dinosaur
(7) Duck
Daffy
Dog

Gone

in Hollywood
Modern

The

20, ’39

Jam.
with

Master’s

7, ’3©
Fritz

Vaudeville

Apr.
22, ’393
(..).Dec.

(7) . . . . Jan.

Tech.
Oct. 1
Nov. 19

Touch

(10) . . . . Feb.

18

GAY-ETIES

There Goes the
Fifi D’Orsay.

A

Series)

(9)

VITAPHONE

Bride

(20) .. .Aug.

27

VARIETIES

Interlude

(..).. Nov.

19

Crawfords at Home
( . . ) . .Apr. 15, ’39
Gadgeteers (10)
Feb. 18
Swing Cat’s Jamboree
(10).. Aug. 0
Louis Prima.
Tax
Trouble (10)
llobbin’ Good
(10)

Mar.

18, ’39
Dec. 10

Ski Girl (10)
Jan. 14, '39
Table Manners
(11)
Oct. 15
The Great Library Misery
Sept. 10

TRUE

ADVENTURES

(By Floyd Gibbons)
A Minute From
Death (11)... Mar. 4
Chained (..)
Apr. 1
Defying Death (12)
Oct. 15
High Peril (12)
Feb. 18
Identified (12)
Sept. 17
The Human
Toils of the
Treacherous

Bomb
(12) . . . Jan. 7, ’39
Law
(12)
Nov. 12
Waters
(12) . . . .Dec. 10

SERIALS

Dec. 3
Jan. 28

Roving Camera
(10) . Mar. 25, ’39
LOONEY
TUNES
CARTOONS

Porky
Porky
Porky
Porky

lot

(New

Pow
Wow
(9)
Immortal
Brush

4. Apr. 22,’39
Sept. 10

Nature’s Mimic (10)
Points on Pointers (9)

Chicken Jitters
Daffy Doc (7)
It’s an 111 Wind

May

(11)

ADVENTURES

The Hermit Kingdom
(10) .. .Aug. 27
Long Bright Land
(10)
Sept. 25
A trip to New
Zealand.

China Today
(10)
Mechanix Illustrated

Warner

VITAPHONE

(..)

Seeing Spots (20)
Apr. 29, ’39
Sophomore
Swing (20)
Jan. 21
Small Town
Idol (20)
Feb. 11
Stardust (22)
Dec. 10
Sundae Serenade (20)
Feb. 25
The Knight Is Young (20) . . . .Oct. 29
Toyland Casino (21)
Oct. 8
Two
Shadows
(20)
Oct. 22
Zero Girl (22)
Sept. 3

COLOR

the

SPECIALS

Mar.
Dec.
Nov.
Dec.
Mar.
Mar.

COLORTOUR

25

Feld, Katherine Kane, John Carroll, Charles
Foy
and
Jerry
Colonna.

BREVITIES

Rhythm

Feb.

TECHNICOLOR

A Fat Chance (..)
Boarder Trouble (20)
Cleaning Up (..)
Hats and Dogs (20)
Home
Cheap Home
(..)
Projection Room
(..)
Murder With Reservations
in

(7)

(7)
Oct. 22
Little Pancho Vanilla (7)
Oct. 8
Prest-O Change-O
(7)
Mar. 25
Robinliood Makes Good (7) . . .Feb. 11
The Mice Will Play (7)
Dec. 31
The Night Watchman
(7)... Nov. 19
Thugs With Dirty Mugs (7) May 6, 39
You’re An
Education
(7)
Nov. 5

Vitaphone
BROADWAY

Daze

Ham-Ateur
Night (7) . . . . Jan. 28, ’39
Johnny Smith & Poker Hunt as

FICTION

62 (9)
...May
UNIVERSAL
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

12

CARTOONS

Bell

No.

The

WITH

19

Sept. 19
Oct. 10
Nov. 21
Dec. 5
Jan. 2
Feb. 6
Mar. 6
Apr. 3

(New

Oct. 1

the

STRANGER

THE

Universal
GOING

Jan.

A

(8)

Dec.

54(9)
55 (9%)
56 (9)
57(9)
58 (9)
59 (9)
60 (9)
61 (9)

United Artists
Fire

Goldrush

CARTUNES

(7)

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

24

Dec. 30
Sept. 9
Nov. 18
Mar. 24

Again Jan.

(7)

and

(10)
Mechanix

Apr. 21, ’39
get ready for

(9)

(7)
The Cat

17, ’39
17, ’39

Frozen Feet (7)
Feb.
©Gandy
Goose in Doomsday
(6)
Dec.
Gandy Goose in G-Man
Jitters (7)
Mar.
Gandy Goose in the Frame Up

SPORTSCOPE

REELISMS

Should

LANTZ

Kittens

Charlie Cuckoo (..)
Apr. 30, ’39
Crack Pot Cruise (7) . . . . Apr. 10, ’39
Disobedient Mouse
(8)
Nov. 28
Little Blue Blackbird (7)... Dec. 20
Magic Beans
(. . )
Feb. 13
The Birth of a Toothpick

KINDER-

re-

()Deep End
(10)
Oct. 7
Top-ranking women
diving champions photographed in action by
the slow motion camera.

A

Boy

HIS

Mystic Siam (10)
Viking Trail (10)
TERRY-TOONS

COMEDIES

Big Leaguers (9)
The Chicago Cubs
the pennant chase.
Bird Dogs (10)
Blue Grass (10)
Bow Strings
Archery.

AND

Baby

Good Neighbors ( . . ) ... .Apr. 28, ’39
Isle of Pleasure (11)
Feb. 3, ’39
Land
of Contentment
(10) . . . Oct. 14

Eternal

Dog-Gone
(1G)
Apr. 21, ’39
Hectic Honeymoon
(17)
Nov. 4
Plumb Crazy (16)
Feb. 3
Pat C. Flick as a plumber causes
considerable commotion
on a job.
PATHE

3

SCENIC
weekly

PARADE
FLASH

No.

Know
(10)
LOWELL
THOMAS
CARPET

Tropical Topics (10)
Jan. 20, ’39
The Rimacs, Rosita Ortego, Sisters
Virginia.
Under a Gypsy Moon
(10) .. .Sept. 2
Venetian Moonlight
(11) . . . .Nov. 25
PATHE
NEWS
Released twice

Forecasts,

Mar. 3, ’39
Apr. 14, ’39

(11)
Mar. 31, ’39
FOX
MOVIETONE
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

Sept. 2
up-to-

crisis

date and
Father
Divine’s new
"Heaven on the Hudson.”
No. 2 (18)
Sept. 30
U. S. Fire
dilemma.

WALTER
Hunting
Dogs
(11)
Inside Baseball (..)
FASHIONS

COLUMBIA
Flying
G-Men
15 chapters.
Robert Paige,
Craig,

Richard

Mandrake
the
12 chapters.
Secret
(15

Jan.
Lorna

of

Treasure
treasure

28, ’39
James

Fiske.

Magician . . . May

episodes).

pirate's
island.

Gray,

Island.
Story

on

The Spider’s Web
15 chapters. Out

an

6, ’39

. .Mar.

of

17

buriod

adventurer’s

Oct. 22, ’38-’39
of the Spider

magazine
stalks crimedom's most
amazing
character
Impersonated
by Warren
Hull who
comes
to
grips with
The
Octopus.
Iris
Meredith is the heart interest.
REPUBLIC
Daredevils

of

the

Red

Circle
June 10, ’39
Hawk
of the Wilderness
Dec. 3
12 chapters. Herman
Brix, Jill
Martin.
Lone Ranger Rides Again . Feb. 25, ’39
15 Chapters. Robert
Livingston,
Jinx Falken, Chief Thunder Cloud.
UNIVERSAL
Buck
Rogers
Apr. 11, ’39
12 Chapters. Larry Crabbe, Jackie
Moran,
Constance
Moore,
Jack
Mulhall.
Radio

Patrol

Oct. 4

12 episodes (20) — Grant WithersCatherine Hughes.
The
valuable
formula for flexible steel and Its
possession by a number
of people
is the basis for this one.
Red Barry
Oct. 18
13 chapters averaging about 20
minutes
each.
Larry
(Buster)
Crabbe brings the popular comic
strip character to life.
Scouts to the Rescue
Jan. 17, ’39
12 Chapters. Jackie Cooper, Jack
Mulhall, Vondell Darr, Bill Cody

14, ’39

133

Date at top of column is week ending. Number in square is
national release date, 1938-39. Production number is at right.

(2hatt
NOVEMBER

12

NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

19

Running time (company estimate) follows title. Letter "A"
indicates Adult classification, otherwise Family suitability.
R — is review date. Symbol (J indicates BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon Award Winner. Symbol © indicates color photography.

26

R— Julyof 20
Terror
Tiny Town
[T| Com.
M’drama

[15] Action Drama
9028
Adventure in the Sahara
(67)
Paul Kelly
Lenora

Gray

R — Dec.

p
Melodrama
Sunset Murder Case
(For.
Case)Sunset Strip
Sally

[n] Comedy
Drama
911
Spring: Madness
(67)
Lew
Ayres
Maureen
R — Nov.

O’Sullivan
26

[~9~|
Drama
Gangster’s Boy (80)
Jackie Cooper
Lucy Gilman
R — Nov. 12

3801

[H] Historical Drama 3810
If I Were King: (101)
Ronald Colman
Frances Dee
R — Oct. 1

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

3

(63)
9050

Rio

Grande

10

California

(57)

[15]
Buck

Charles Western
Starrett
[8]
Doran
RAnn
— Apr.
8

17

Frontier

(57)

Western
Jones
R — Dec.8206
24

9202
Meade (66)
Strange Case

Blondie (72)
|30|
Comedy
9011
Penny Singleton
Arthur Lake R — Nov. 5

*4

DECEMBER

of

Dr.

P
Drama
9022
(For. Outside
the Law)
J. Holt
R — Oct. 29

345
(65)

Rand

912

Drama
Shining:
Hour
(75)
[is]
Joan Crawford
Margaret Sullavan
Melvyn Douglas
R — Nov. 19

ern
West(49)
|l6]
Gun Packer
(For. Last Outlaw)
Jack Randall
R — Nov. 19

Out
West
With
the 913
p
Comedy
Drama
Hardys (85)
Mickey Rooney
Lewis Stone
R — Nov. 26

3851

Gang
(63)
Melodrama
[23] Bullets
Ann Nagel

Flirting With Fate
Comedy
[2]
Joe
E. Brown
Leo Carrillo
R — Dec. 3

(70)
914

3818

3812
a
Arrest
Bulldog
Drummond (58)dram
[25] Melo

J.

Howard

R— Nov.

26

School

(78)

915

(60) of the Buckarno
Song
[T|
Western
3861
(For. Little Tenderfoot)
Tex
Ritter
R — Jan.
14

Robt. Kent
R — Dec. 10

3811
edyMemory
Com
Thanks
for the
p
(78)
Bob Hope-Shirley Ross
R— Nov. 12

Dramatic

Luise Rainer
Drama
[9]Marshal
Alan
R
— Dec. 10
Paulette
Goddard

Little
Orphan
Annie 3814
(58)
[~2] Com.
Drama
Ann
Gillis
R. Kent
R — Dec. 3

Ride a Crooked Mile (70)
[9] Action
Drama
3815
Akim
Tamiroff
Frances Farmer
R
— Dec.
10
Leif
Erikson

Western Jamboree
(59)
Gene Autry
841
Western
[2]
Smiley Burnette
R — Dec. 24

Orphans of the Street
819
Drama
[IT]
(64)
Tommy
Ryan

OA Christinas Carol
Reginald Owen
R— Dec. 17
Drama
[l6] Kiiburn
Terry

I Ain

a

Criminal

John
Carroll
[14]
Drama
R
— Dec.
3
Kay

(69)

917

(73)
3812

Llnaker

Frontiersmen (74)
William Boyd
rn
|pj]
R—
Nov. Weste
26
Evelyn Venable

3856

Say It In French (69)
3813
Comedy
p
Ray Mllland
O. Bradna
R — Nov. 26

863
(56)

p7~| Action Drama
807
Storm Over Bengal (65)
Patrlc Knowles
Rochelle Hudson
R— Nov. 19

ern
[is] FeWest
Santa
Stampede
Three Mesquiteers
R — Dec. 17

908
Comedy
[il]
Annabel Takes a Tonr

909
West
fl8|West
Law
of ern
Tombstone

(61)
Jack Oakle
Lucille Ball
R— Oct. 22

(72)
Harry Carey
Tim Holt
R — Nov. 19

915
Drama
y
[H] Comed
Just
Around the Corner
(71)
Shirley Temple
Bert Lahr
R — Nov. 5

Action
p
hootersDrama
(64)
Sharps
Brian Donlevy-Lynn
R — Sept. 24

916
Bari

Come On, Rangers (57)
818
Western
p
Roy Rogers
R — Dec. 3

p
Comedy
Drama
Peck’s
Bad Boy
With 948
the Circus (68)
Tommy
Kelly
Ann Gillis
R — Nov. 26

ine
Submar
Drama(95)909
[25] Action Patrol
Richard Greene
Nancy Kelly
R — Nov. 5

[~2~|
Comedy
Next Time
I Marry
(For. Trailer
Lucille Ball
R
— Dec.Ellison
10
James

Bob
Livingston
R
— Dec.
17

910
(65)

Romance)

Road Demon
(70)
pf] Action Drama
Henry Arthur
Joan
Valerie
R— Aug. 27

918

Up the River (75)
Tony
Martin
Comedy
[9]
R—
Nov. 12
Phyllis Brooks

924

Down on the Farm (61)
Jones Family
920
Drama
Comed
PI Oct.
R—
15y
Jed Prouty-S. Deane

’

Cowboy
and Dram
the aLady
[17] Com.
(91)
Gary Cooper
Merle Oberon
R — Nov. 26

MIv SCELLAWA- NE
RNF.ED
OUS

Comedy
[ll]
His Exciting Night
Chas. Ruggles
Ona Munson
R — Dec. 10

3036
(63)

WB319
Drama
P
Nancy Drew, Detective
(65)
Bonita Granville

p
Com.
Drama
Little
Tough
Guys
Society (70)

3011
in

Mary Boland
Mischa Auer
R — Nov. 26

[19] Com. Drama
WB318
Torchy Gets Her Man (62)
Glenda Farrell
Barton MacBane
R— Oct. 15

[15] Melodrama
The Frog ( . . )
Noah

Beery-G.

GB8011
Taylor

P Action Drama
FN351
Angels With Dirty Faces
(97)
James Cagney
Pat
O’Brien
R— Oct.
29

[~2~[
Action
Drama
Strange
Faces
(66)
Dorothea Kent

3035

R
— Dec.
10
Andy
Devine

Secrets of a Nurse
[~9j Action
Drama
Edmund
Lowe
R— Nov.Mack
19
Helen

(69)
3022

Swing,
Sister,
Swing (69)
R
— Dec.
17
Ken
Murray-K.
Kane
,
P
Musical
3021

Ghost Town
Riders
Bob Baker
Western
p

Comet Over Broadway
(69)
FN370
Drama
Qfj
R— Dec. 17
Kay Francis-John Lltel

Feud
of the Metropolitan
Range ( . . )
[~f| Western
Bob Steele

(64)

3054

©Heart
the North
[lo]
Actionof Drama
FN362
Dick
Foran-G.
R — Dec.
17
(74)

Dickson

(. . )
Bronze Buckaroo
t Jeffrey
Western Sack
Herber
[ip] Negro
Mantan

1

Moreland

1

TO A

BOXOFFICE
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JUNE,
s

M

T

6
4
5
12
11
13
18 10 20
25 26 27

DECEMBER

\V

T

S

2 3
1
8
0 10
7
16
17
14 15
24
22
21
23
28
20 30

24

[24] Comedy Mystery 0006
There’s That Woman
Again (70)
Melvyn Douglas
Virginia Bruce
R — Dec. 17

1939

JULY.
F

S

u

T

YY

T

S

1
2 3 114 5 6 7 8
0 10
12 13 14 15
16 17 18 26
10 20
30 24 25
27
21 22
23 31
28 20

DECEMBER
rama
[29] Melod
Smashing
the Spy
(63)

1939

AUGUST
F

31

8

M

T

W

T

8

F

1
2 173 4 5
11 12
8
0
7
6
18 10
16
15
13
23 10
20 21
14
20
27
22
24 25 26
28
30 31

JANUARY

9015
Ring

Ralph Bellamy
Fay Wray
R — Jan. 28

Booking
JANUARY

7

|~5~] Melodrama
9035
Homicide
Bureau (59)

Thundering

B.
R — Cabot-R.
Feb. 11

Chas. Starrett
Iris Meredith
R — Apr. 15

Long Action
Shot (69)
[6~|
Drama
Gordon Jones
Marsha

Western
Hp
Wild Horse Canyon
(For. Last Outlaw)
Jack Randall
R — Jan. 7

3852
(50)

3816
Drama
[23| Com.
Sawyer, Detective
Tom
(68)
Donald O'Connor
Billy Cook
R — Dec. 24

864
Western
[22|
Red River Range
(56)
Three Mesquiteers
R — Apr.

29

910
Musical Drama
[30] Sweethearts
(HO)
N. Eddy-J.
R — Dec. 24

MacDonald

Hunt

313

R — Dec.

Exile
Trigger Pals (55)
WI-X3
Art
Western
[14]Jarrett
Lee
Powell
R — Jan.
21
A1 St. John

Tough
Kid odr
(61)ama
[23] Mel
F. Darro-J. Allen
R — Jan. 14

3819

Express

(60)

301
DramaMarshal

j

IUde ’Em Cowgirl
Dorothy Page
ern
R
— Jan.West
28
[20]

Daughter)
(For. Lone
Wolf’s
Wiarren
William
Ida
Luplno28
R — Jan.

Crashing

edy
ComModels
[30]
Artists and
Abroad (90)

3817

018
(95)

R
— Jan. O’Keefe
14
Dennis

Girls

Bennett

820
odrama
Mel
|2t|
Federal
Man-Hunt
(64)
R. Livingston
J. Travis
R — Jan. 14

Drama
po| Actio
uckyn (95)
^Kent
Loretta Young
Richard Greene
R — Dec. 24

923

3818

808
Drama
Fighting
pf] ActionThoroughbreds
(65)
Mary
Carlisle
Ralph Byrd
R — Jan. 21

|~6~] Action
YY'hile New

(86)

3819

ma
Dra
Claudette
Colbert
[13]
Herbert
R — Jan. Marshall
7

3822

Great Man Votes
(70)913
Comedy
[13]
John Barrymore
Peter Holden
R — Jan. 14

Drama
922
York Sleeps

[13]
Action
928
Charlie
Chan Drama
in Honolulu (65) R — Dec. 24
S. Toler-P. Brooks

(61)
(For. Inside Story)
Michael Whalen
Jean Rogers
R— Oct. 22

Ambush
(62)
[20] Melodrama
Gladys Swarthout
R — Jan. 21
Lloyd Nolan

3820

Mysterious
Miss X
(62)
gp Mystery-Comedy
809
Mary
Hart
Michael
R
— Jan. Whalen
21

914

In White

(70)

Arizona Legion (58)
|2o]
R — Jan. Western
14
Geo. O’Brien

Gable

R — Feb.

Drifting Westward
JackMar.
Randall
R—
25
Western

(49)
3854

Paris Honeymoon
R — Crosby-F.
Dec. 2 4
B.
Caal
Musical
[27]

(85)

Pride

(63)

of the

Navy

4

3821

Hp
Action
James
Dunn Drama
R
— Jan. 28Hudson
Rochelle

822

©Jesse
James Drama
(105)
|27] Power-N.
Outdoor
T.
Kelly

921

982

Smiling Along (85)
[Io|
Musical
R — Dec.
17
G.
Fields-M.
Maguire 933

H.

Fonda

R — Jan.

21

Mr. Moto’s Last YVarnHp
Melodrama
926
(71) R—
July 30
P. ing
Lorre-R.
Cortez

Duke
YVest
ma Point
[29]of Dra
(105)
Louis Hayward
Joan Fontaine
R — Dec. 24

Topper

Takes

a

Trip

Comedy
2] Bennett
[l
Connie
(78)
Roland
R
— Jan. Young
7

|~q~| YVarnlng
Melodrama
Last
(63)
Preston Foster
Frances Robinson
R — Dec. 10

3027

Son Horror
of Frankenstein
[13]
Drama
Basil Rathbone
Boris Karloff
Bela

Lugosi

with Mus. FN359
Com.Places
[3l|
(84)
Going
Dick Powell
Anita Louise
R — Dec. 24

(94)
3004

R — Jan.

Honor of the West
Western
[13]
B. Booker-M. Bell

R — Jan.
7
John
Garfield

Gambling Ship (60)
[20] Action Drama
3023
Robert Wilcox
R
— Dec.Mack
24
Helen

21

(58)
3055

[13]
Com.
They
MadeDrama
Me a YVB307
Criminal
(89)

p7~| NegroRides
Western
Sack
Harlem
the Range
(..)
Herbert Jeffrey
Mantan Moreland

:: April 29, 1939

327

Idiot’s Delight (107)
Norma
Shearer
[27|
Comedy
Drama
920

HD

Zaza

J. Benny-Joan
R— Nov. 5

(..)

921
ma
F.
Rlce-A.
Marshal
Dra
[27]
A. Rutherford R — Jan. 28

919
a
Burn
’Em nUpDram
O’Connor
[J3]
(67)Actio

Convict’s Code (63)
flg| Nagel
Melodrama
Ann

Disbarred (68)
pi] Action Drama
Otto Kruger
Gall Patrick
R — Jan. 14

Through

(RenfrewWest
Series)
ern
[20]
James Newlll

(52)
YVI-2

Robert
R—
Feb. Kent
18

[23] Action Drama
3015
Newsboys Home
(73)
Jackie Cooper
Wendy Barrie
R-r-Jan. 28

' DXOFFICE

|2q]

R — Feb.
18
Anna
Sten-Alan

Lone Wolf Spy Hunt
(67) Melodrama
9014
[27]

31

Victor McLaglen
Chester Morris
R — Dec. 31

[24] Action Drama YYB303
Dawn Patrol (103)
Errol Flynn
Basil Rathbone
R — Dec. 24

Frontiers of ’49 (54)9212
n
Wes
R
11 ter
[19]
B.— Mar.
Elliot-L.
DeAlcanlz

9203

|

21

Four
[6~|
Historical
Stand
Up and Drama
Fight
Wallace Beery
Robert Taylor
R — Jan. 7

Action Drama
Pacific Liner (76)

, Ml
Action Drama
Trade Winds (94)
Fredric March
Joan Fontaine
R — Dec. 31

JANUARY

(57)

RELEASES
JAN
UARY 28

CURRENT

Clark

852
Western
|p|
Shine on Harvest Moon(57)
Roy Rogers-Mary Hart

[23] Com. with Music 917
Thanks for Everything
(70)
Adolphe Menjou
, Arleen Whelan
Jack Oakie
R — Dec. 10

YVest

Bkatt

JF

TO

14

Western

gH]

Hayworth

Water Rustlers (64)
YVi-1
Western
jg |
Dorothy Page; R-Mar. 18

016
Drama
|23] Comedy
The Girl Downstairs (7 7)
(For. The Awakening
of
Katerina)
Franchot Tone
Franciska Gaal
R — Dec. 31

GUIDE

A

Off the Record (68)
[21] Com. Drama
YVB314
(For. Unfit to Print)
Pat O’Brien
Joan
Blondell
R
— Jan.
28

Smoky Trails ( . . )
[15] Western Metropolitan
Bob Steele

(69)
King of the Underworld
Hp
Melodrama
YVB317
Kay
Francis
R
— Jan.
14 Bogart
Humphrey

Booking
A

FEBRUARY

|

Bkatt

TO

GUIDE

CURRENT

FEBRUARY

4

11

18

F

S

S

1

2

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

T

FEBRUARY

[9]
Western
9204
Texas Stampede (57)
C. Starrett-I. Meredith

W

T

OCTOBER.
M

T

NOVEMBER.

1939

W

T

F

MARCH

1939

S
S

M

T

5
6
7
12 13 14
19 20 21
26 27 38

29 30 81

25

9029
Action
|22|
(59)
Criminal
Is aDrama
Son
My
Alan Baxter

|lp| Action Drama
9038
North of Shanghai (59)
B. Furness-J. Craig
R — Mar. 11

|loj
Western
To the Rescue
(. . )
Renfrew Series

1939

M

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

RELEASES

FEBRUARY

SEPTEMBER,
S

W
T F
S
12
3
4
8
9 10 11
15 16 17 18
22 23 24 25
29 30

4

MARCH

Let Us Live (69)
9007
a
R—
Feb. Dram
18
|28|
H. Fonda-M. O’Sullivan

R— Mar. 18 Wells
Jacqueline

11

|~8~| Comedy
Blondie Meets the
(70)
(For. Blondie Steps
RPenny
— Mar. Singleton
4
Arthur Lake

9009
Boss
Out)

328

-

1

[j] Com.

with

Honolulu (85)

Music

922

Eleanor Powell-Burns
Allen-Robert Young
R— Feb. 4

&

m
Action Drama
3805
Navy Secrets (60)
Fay Wray-G. Withers
R — Feb. 18

|

[n Drama
Reissue 3828
Little Pal (66)
(For. The Healer)
M. Rooney-R. Bellamy
|T| Mus. Romance
3828
St. Louis Blues (87)
Lloyd Nolan
Dorothy Lamour
R — Jan. 28

|lo| Comedy
Drama
923
Huckleberry Finn (91)
M. Rooney-W.
Connolly
R — Feb. 18

3823
s in
Drama
g (69)
n Hidin
Person
[iq] Actio
Lynne
Overman
J. Carrol Naish
R — Jan. 28

3824
Boy
(74)
Comedy
|l7|Trouble
(For. Two
Weeks
With
C. Ruggles
R —Pay)
Feb. 4

808

t (64) 823
rama
Forged
Passpor
Melod
|l5|
une Lang
Paul
Kelly-J
R— Feb.
11

ma
Dra
Doctor
(65)

Inescort

R — Feb.

4

MIT SCELLWA
ANRN-F
EER
O. US

Rolling

Westward

Tex Ritter
ern
R[T]
— Apr. West
1

Ice

Follies

of

1939

(82)

Joan Crawford
q]
Jimmy
Stewart
[i
R— Mar. 11
Lew Ayres

(57)

3863

925

Mystery Plane (60)
(Form. Sky Pirate)
3809
[I] Action Drama
John Trent
R — Mar. 4

Sunset Trail (68)
3857
Western
[24j
W.
Boyd
R — Oct. 29

Cafe

Society

Beachcomber,

(83)

a
Dram
n
Madeleine
Carroll
R
— Feb.MacMurray
11
Fred

3826

The

(89)

Charles Comedy
Laughton
|lp|
RElsa
— Dec.
3
Lanchester

3863

. . . one third
ofaa nation
3825
Dram
|24|
(75)
S.
Erlkson
R — Sidney-L.
Feb. 11

I

Was

a

Convict

(62)

e
Barton Melod
MacLanrama
|^
R
— Feb.
y 25
Beverl
Roberts

824

848
(58)

)
Boy Slavesodr
(71
ama
Mel
[jqj
e in Mind)
r. Pur
(Fo
Anne
Shirley
Roger Daniel
R — Jan. 21

a
[ip] Actio
Spin n(83)Dram
Tail
Alice Faye-C.
Nancy Kelly
R— Feb. 4

|l7| Action Drama
912
^SGunga Din (117)
Doug
Fairbanks jr.
Joan
Fontalne-C.
Grant
R — Feb.
4

925

Bennett-

[xo|
Western
3056
Phantom
Stage (57)
Bob Baker
Marjorie Reynolds

fill Action Drama
WB309
Wings of the Navy (89)
Geo. Brent
Olivia de Havilland
R — Jan. 21

Beauty
the dy
Asking915
Come
|24| for
(64)
L.
R — Ball-D.
Jan. 28 Wood

Reissue

Star of Midnight (90)
Reissue
Drama
|l7|
G. Rogers-Wm.
Powell

[X7|
Com. Musketeers
Drama 927
TheRom.
Three

Pardon Our Nerve (68)
931
Drama
Action
[24]
R
— Nov.
19
Lynn Barl-G. Williams

a
Lost
Dram(73)
[17] Patrol
Victor McLagien

a
Dram
[io|
Made Come
for dy
Each
Other
(85)
Carole Lombard
Jimmy
Stewart
R — Feb. 11

136

980

Burnette

911

m Action Drama
FN371
Torchy in Chinatown
(58)
Glenda Farrell
Barton MacLane

Bruce
25

Comedy

QPygrmalion
Leslie
Howard (87)
R — Dec. 10
Wendy
Hiller

(67) Karloff-D.
R— Mar. 18Tree
Boris

G.— Autry-S.
R
Feb. 18

m
Action Drama
3033
Pirates of the Skies (61)
Rochelle Hudson
Kent Taylor

Virginia
Rj
— Feb.

|~3~|

Mystery of Mr. Wong
m
Melodrama
3806

ern
[joj on West
Home
the Prairie

|T|
Comedy
929
Arizona Wildcat (69)
Jane Withers
Leo Carrillo R — 'Nov. 12

Let Drama
Freedom
|24|
With Ring
Music(85)
926
Nelson Eddy

[i>2| Action
Drama
Star
Reporter
(6 2) 3822
W.
Hull-Marsha
Hunt
R
— Feb.
25

(53)Ritter
Tex
R — April 1

[ip]
Woman

844
(71)

924

m
Western
3802
Sundown
on the Prairie

F.

[~3| Comedy
Drama
Fisherman’s Wharf
Bobby Breen
Leo Carrillo
R — Feb. 4

Fast and Loose (79)
Comedy
[17]
Robert
Montgomery
Rosalind Russell
R— Feb. 18

(72)
Ritz Bros. -Don
Binnle Barnes
R — Feb. 11

Ameche-

W. C. Fields
McCarthy
RBergen
— Feb. and
25

|l8| Com.
Drama
FN372
Nancy
Drew,
Reporter
(67)
B.— Jan.
Granville-J.
Lltel
R
28

Drama
917
Hours (64)

Richard Dix
Lucille
R—
Feb. Ball
18

Friend Comedy
(75)
[3~|
Wife, nusband
and
Loretta
R—
Feb.
Warner

The Saint Strikes Back
[lo|
Melodrama
911
R—(64)
Feb. 18
Geo. Sanders- W. Barrie

Inside

Story

(61)

930

l Whalen
MichaeRogers
Jean
22
— Oct.
R
Drama
Action
|Jq]

Young
18
Baxter

934

|~3~]
Outdoor (92)
Drama
Stagecoach

King Actio
of the
Turf a (87)
n Dram
fl7]
Adolphe Menjou
Dolores Costello
R — Feb. 18

|l7|
Comedy
3005
You
Can’t
Cheat
Honest
Man
(76) an

[~3~|
Action
12 Crowded

Claire Trevor
R
— Feb.
11
John
Wayne

Society Smugglers (70)
3024
ma
Dra
g
(For.
Key
Woman)
Preston Foster
Irene Hervey
R— Mar. 11

|25| My
terComedy
(85)Darling
Yes,
Priscilla Lane
Jeffrey
R — Feb. Lynn
11

FN357
Daugh-

f~3~] Melodrama
3029
Risky
Business (78)
Geo. Murphy
R—
Mar. 11Kent
Dorothea

|~4~| Action Drama
WB320
Secret
Service of the
Air (61)
Ronald

Reagan

R—
JohnFeb.
Litel11

Spirit of Culver (90)
Jackie Cooper
3014
Drama
[io|
R
— Mar. Bartholomew
4
Freddie

Oklahoma
Kid (80)
James
Cagney
pj| Outd'r
Drama
W 15308
Rosemary Lane
R— Mar. 18
Humphrey
Bogart
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Hooking

APRIL

25

|24| Action Drama
Whispering Enemies
J. Holt-D. Costello
R — Jan. 7

0023
(63)

928
(65)
Kelly

027
I24] Action Drama
Sergeant Madden
(80)
Wallace Beery
Alan Curtia
R — Mar. 25

Western
|22|
Trigger
Smith (59)
Jack Randall

Melodrama

King of Chinatown
Akim
Tamiroff

3827
(57)

Anna May Wong
R — Mar. 11

[30| Action
Drama(64)0205
North
of Yukon
Chas. Starrett
Linda Winters

[~3~1
Comedy
Lady and the Mob
Fay
Bainter-Ida
Lee Bowman
R — Mar. 11

fl3]

Western
Riders

R. Rogers-M.
R — Mar. 26

Hhatt

CURRENT
rriRBFMT

^

APRIL
0013
(65)

Lupino-

930
Drama
Society
(78)
[3l| Lawyer
V. Bruce-Walter Pidgeon
R — Apr. 1

3854

First Offenders (61)
[l2|
Drama
9030
Walter Abel
Beverly
R
— Mar. Roberts
11

Kid From
Texas (70)
[14] Rom.
Comedy
929
D.— O’Keefe-F.
Rice
R
Apr. 8

Undercover
Agent
[5]
Melodrama
Russell Gleason

Streets
[12]
Jackie

|24| Comedy
Drama
Midnight (93)
Claudette Colbert
Don Ameche
Ri — Mar. 11

3828

Sudden
|3l|

3820

Money dy
(62)
Come

C.
R — Ruggles-M.
Mar. 25

Rambeau

(56)
3824

Deane

R
— Mar.
25
Bob
Burns-Gladys

3830
(7 7)

George

853

Roundup
Hart

[20|
Comedy
My Wife’s Relatives
Higeins Family
R — Mar. 11

[24]
Trouble

810
(65)

15
Reynolds

Geo.
O’Brien
R — Mar.
11

920
(65)

Almost
Gentleman
ma
[3^] a Dra
J. Ellison-H. Wood
R — Mar. 11

Wanted
Yard

by
(62)

3820

Scotland

James Stephenson
RBetty
— Apr.Lynne
29

Never Say Die (80)
[14]
R
— Comedy
Mar. 11 - Music 3832
Bob
Hope-Martha
Raye

J.

Howard

R — Apr.

(85)
Back
Door to Heaven
3833
Drama
[21]
R — Apr. 15
Wallace
Ford-Aline
Mahon-Patricia
EllisMc-

Night Riders (58)
ern
West
|l2|
Three
R
— Apr.Mesquiteers
8

8

865

Love Affair (87)
916
Drama
pf| Comedy
Irene Dunne-Chas. Boyer
R— Mar. 18

They Made
[14]
(67)Action

Her a Spy
920
Drama

R — Mar. 25
Sally Eilers-AUan

Frontier
Pony Express
(57)
[19]
Western
854
Roy
Rogers
R
— Apr.
Mary
Hart15

Smiley Burnette
R — Apr. 1

Western
983
in Sundown
(57)

The Hardys Itide High
(81)
934
Comedy
[21]
R — Apr.
22
M.
Rooney-L.
Stone

[14]
Melodrama
Secret
Police (55) 3831
Bulldog Drummond’s

843

Mexicali
Rose ern
(58)
West
[27|
Gene Autry

Law
Comes to Texas
9214
(57)
Western
[l6]
Bill Elliott

Melodrama
of New York (73)
3802
Drama
Cooper

R
— Apr.
Marjorie

|~7~| Comedy
I’m From
Missouri

APRIL 22

RELEASES
rft.fuses

15

p7~]
Drama
with
Music (113)
931
Broadway
Serenade
R
8
J.— Apr.
MacDonald-L.
Ayres

Silver onWes
theter
Sage
3858
n (68)
[3l]
Win. Boyd (Hopalong)
R— Feb. 18

Hough
(58)

TO

APRIL 8

1

Shirley

(l7l

GUIDE

or Drama
|30[ Outdo
Romance
of Redwoods (67)
C. Bickford-J. Parker
R — Apr. 29

Melodrama

Within the Law
Ruth Hussey-Paul
R — Mar. 18

1940
F S
5 6
12 13
10 20
26 27

A

MARCH

[li]
Western
Lone Star Pioneers
Bill Elliot
Dorothy Gulliver
R — Apr. 15

[17]

JANUARY.
S M T W T
1 2 3 4
7 8 0 10 11
14 15 16 17 18
21 22 23 24 25
28 20 30 31

Fixer Dugan
(68)
Action
Drama
922
R|2i]
— Apr.
29
Lee Tracy-Peggy Shannon

Lane

Flying
Irishman
(73) 919
Drama
|Y] Biog.
Douglas
Corrigan
R—
Mar. 11

I17] Com. with Music 032
©Little Princess (93)
Shirley Temple
Richard Greene
R — Feb. 25

^4] Comedy
Drama
935
Everybody’s Baby (62)
Jones Family
R — Dec. 3

[31]
Melodrama
936
Hound
villes of
(80)the Basker-

Mr.
Moto
ondram
Danger
a
Melo
Island
(64)
|Y|

R. Greene- W.
B. Rathbone
R — Apr. 1

Peter Lorre
Jean Hersholt
Amanda
R— Mar. Duff
18

Barrie

fl5|
Drama
Prison Without Bars
(79)
Edna
Best
Corinne Luchaire
R— Feb. 26

I24] Com. with Music
Three Smart Girls
Grow Up (87)
Deanna
Durbin
Nan Grey
R — Mar. 25

[xs] Action Drama WB321
Adventures of Jane
Arden (58)
R. Towne
R — Feb. 18

[25] Action Drama
FN361
Blackwell’s Island (71)
J. Garfield-R. Lane
R — Mar. 4

1
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3001

|3l]
Comedy
Family
Next Door
Hugh
Herbert
Joy
Hodges
R — Apr. 15

[T|
Melodrama
On Trial
(62)
John

Litel

Margaret Lindsay
R — Mar. 25

3020
(63)

WB323

938

Winner Take All (61)
[21] Comedy
Drama
939
R— Feb.
25
Tony
Martin-Gloria
Stuart

Inspector

Hornleigh (76)
945
a
dram
R|2i]
— Apr.
22
Melo
G.
Harker-Miki
Hood

Blondell

|~8] Outd’r City
Drama
©Dodge
(104)WB304
Errol Flynn
ROlivia
— Apr. de8 Havilland

Zenobia

(103)

East
Side of Heaven 3006
[7] Comedy-Music
B.—(88)
Crosby-J.
R
Apr.
15

Story
of Alexander
Graham
Bellma
(97)
Dra
[14]
Don
Ameche-Loretta
RYoung-Henry
— Apr. 8
Fonda

Wuthering Heights
Merle
Oberon
Drama
[7]
RDaurence
— Apr. 1 Olivier

[17] Melodrama
3037
Mystery of the White
Room
(58)
B. Cabot-H. Mack
R — Apr. 1

937

(71)

Oliver
Comedy
i|Hardy-Billie
R[i>
— Mar.
18
Harry Bangdon

Code of the Streets
Harry Actio
Carey
n Drama
[14]
Frankie Thomas
Juanita Quigley

(70)
3019

Women
in the Wind (65)
WB316
[15] Melodrama
Kay Francis
Wm.

Gargan

R-Feb.

4

Burke

Big Town
C/.ar (66)
Barton MacLane
R—
on Drama
Eve
Arden
Acti22
[21]Apr.

Dark

Victory

(106)

FN354
Bette Davis
Drama
[22]
George Brent; R-Mar. 11

|,

MARCH,
S

Hooking Hhatt
A
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RELEASES

MAY

M

APRIL,

1940

MAY

13

[T|
Drama
9031
Outside These Walls (61)
D. Costello-M. Whalen

Blind Alley (68)
[u] Action Drama
Chester Morris
Ann
Dvorak
R — Apr. 29

MAY

C.

Grant-J.

9001

Arthur

W

M
T W
T F
S
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

20

[15] Action
Only
Angels Drama
Have
Wings
(. . )

J

S

Action
[27]
Western
9206
Spoilers of the Range (58)
Chas. Starrett
Iris Meredith

1940

1940

Missing

S5 M 6
12 13
19 20
26 27

T

F

S

12
3
4
8
9 10 11
15 16 17 18
12 23 24 25
!9 30

31

27
Drama

JUNE 3

9027

Daughters

(58)

Richard Arien-Marian
Marsh-Rochelle Hudson
R — Apr. 29
Arizona

Cowboy

(. . )

I25]
Western
C. Starrett-I. Meredith

(28]
Drama.
932
Calling Dr. Kildare (86)
Lew Ayres-Lynn Carver
Lionel Barrymore
R — Apr. 29

933

[~5~[
Comedy
Lucky Night (8 2)
Myrna

Loy-Robert

Taylor

Tell No
TalesDrama
(. . )
[l2|
Action
Melvyn Douglas
Louise Platt

It’s a Wonderful World
[19]
Comedy
(. .)
C. Colbert-J. Stewart

Down
Trail the
( . . Wyoming
)

|~j~| Action Drama
3820
Boys Reformatory
(61)
Frankie Darro

Tex

Bridal

Suite

Comedy
Drama
iden Voyage (..)

(. . )

Robt.
Annabella
|26] YoungComedy

The

Drama

3834

Lady’s From
tucky (77)

Ken-

Ellen Drew-George
R — Apr. 1 5

Raft

|~5~[ Outdoor Drama
Union Pacific (..)
Barbara Stanwyck
Joel McCrea

Some
Like It Hot ( . . )
Musical
(l2|
Bob
Hope-Shirley
Ross
Gene Krupa

Hotel

Imperial

Burke

3864

the

Across

Ritter

Plains

(. . )

ern
s
the
of 3855
Rider
(For.
)
[Y|
Grande
Rio West
Jack

W olf Call ( . . )
[is] Action Drama
John Carroll-Movita
|28] Comedy

-,obt. Young-Billie
Reginald Owen

Unmarried

(80)

B.

I.— Miranda-R.
R
Apr.
22DramaMilland
]
[19

(..)

Jones-H.

Stolen

Randall

Life

Twelvetrees
(. . )

R — Bergner-M.
Apr. 29
E.
Redgrave
Drama
[26]
I25] Action Drama
811
Street of Missing Men
(65)
Chas. Bickford-H.
R — Apr. 29

[~5~[
Western
866
Three Texas Steers ( . . )
The Three Mesquiteers

Carey
[~5~]Montana
Western
844
Blue
Skies (..)
Gene

Melodrama

[HI
Rookie
Cop (60)
Tim Holt; R-Apr.
Musical

Man
of Conquest (97)
[15] Outdoor Spectacle
Richard Dix-Gail PatEllis
R —rick-Edward
Apr. 15

Autry-June

Storey

923
29

[5] Comedy
Drama
Sorority House (63)
838

Story

Anne
Shirley-J.
R — Apr. 22

924

Ellison

Panama
Lady ( . . )
[13] Melodrama
L.

Ball-A.

925

Lane

Geo.

of Vernon
tnd
Irene Castle (92)
F. Astaire-G. Rogers
R — Mar. 18
[28] Outdoor Drama
Return of the Cisco

940
Kid

(71)
R— Apr.
Warner
Baxter
Lynn

Bari-Henry

29

Hull

Racketeers of the
ern
Range West
(60)
[Tq]

984

Melodrama
Dove ( . . )

The
S.

Duna-L.

Carrillo

O’Brien

943
[~5~| Action Drama
941
Chasing Danger (60)
Preston Foster
Lynn Bari
R — Jan. 7

Action

942

Boy Friend ( . . )
J. Withers-A. Whelan
Comedy
[19]

The Gorilla ( . . )
g
Com. Melodrama
Ritz Bros.

944

946
Comedy
Drama
wood (. . )
aes Family in Holly,1 d Prouty
Shirley

Tyrone Power
A1 Jolson

(28]
Musical
8012
Climbing High (71)
J. Matthews;
R-Apr.22

Captain

Rose
Washington
cal
[12]of Musi
Square ( . . )
Alice Faye

Deane

Drama

Fury

(. . )

Victor McLaglen-June
Bang-Brian Aherne

|~5~| Comedy
For Love or
June Lang
Robt. Kent
R — Apr. 22

Drama
Money

They Asked for It ( . . )
a
Dram
n .
Actio
s
gan-J
[Tq]Lundi
Hodge
B.

(66)

The

138

[~9~] Action Drama
FN353
Confessions
of a Nazi
Spy (102)
Edw. G. Robinson
Lya Lys
R — Apr. 29

[13] Action
Drama
Torchy
Runs
for WB322
Mayor
(60)
Glenda Farrell
Barton MacLane
R — April 1

g Action
FN364
You
Can’t Drama
Get Away
With Murder (78)
H.
Bogart-Gale
R — Jan.
28

Page

Never

Sets

Fairbanks

Virginia

g

FN373
Comedy
g
Sweepstakes Winner (59)
M. Wilson-J. Davis
R — Apr. 22

Sun

Doug

(..)

jr.

Field

Drama

Secret FN374
of the (62)
CodeServic
[27] Action e Drama
R.

Reagan-R.

Towne
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<?Leatma

E3SE33L
•

genf^al

THEATRE

equipment

WHILE

THE'. LAST— Jensen V-10 auditorium spe&’k'ers, $35.00. Jensen V-18
auditorium sneakers, $45.00. Cash with
order. The '
16th St., Om

; LANTYNE
Neb.

copper oxide
Speakers. Tw
at your

CO.,

222

No.

FLASH!!!

rite us. The B ALLAN 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

d£»le)

Co., 222

LIBERAL TIME PAYMENT
PLAN on
theatre equipment now available! Regular
low catalog prices prevail. Send for free
explanatory booklet.
ply Corp., New York.

NEW

S.O.S.

Cinema

DUO “SOUND MASTER”— The Golden
Voice of the Silver Screen. New low cost
economy and junior models. If not at
your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
DUO

“LIGHT MASTER”
super low intensity projection lamps. More light at no
increase in operating cost. If not at your
dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

EQUIPMENT
OPERATING

Durable,

Beautiful,

BRANDT

COIN

CHANGERS

—

Late

shape. Valued $1,000; our bargain price —
$650.00. WESTERN
FEATURE
FILMS,
1018 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago.

CLOSERS

St., Bos-

$15,000

BUYS

New

MAKES

Closers

Door

for every

Closers

repaired.

door. Prompt

ser-

vice. Quotations on^r^iuest. Columbus
Door Closer Co., 209 Ead^ong St., Columbus, Ohio.
i ' V,

CHAIRS

York.

306 BOX SPRING VENEER back seats,
excellent condition, $3.50 each. Blue Moon
Theatre, Lindsay, Oklahoma.

Icialprinted rol s or machine tickets,
BOXOFFICE

:: April 29, 1939

year

WANTED

FAMILY

MAN

desires

chance

Angola,

Indiana.

FIRST CLASS PROJECTIONIST— Sign,
lobby work. Anywhere. Steady. 4008 Clarendon, Chicago.

PRICES

LIBERTY — Projectionist; experienced; do lettering; married, sober, references. B-1115, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

BINGO

on

new

and

slightly used air conditioning units, air
filters, washers, blowers, compressors
(refrigeration) , cooling coils, heating coils,
motors, pumps, stokers. Cash or deferred
payments on approved credit. Write us
your requirements. Conditioned Air Co.,
926 N. Cass St.. Milwaukee. Wis.
KEEP
YOUR
PATRONS
COMFORTABLE with an S.O.S. Direct Shot Blower,
$39.50 up. Sturdy, dependable cooling.
Free bulletin shows correct size for your
theatre. S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New
York.

If you

New

haven't

NOZZLES
Spray

received

your

copy

of the

1938-39 PICTURE GUIDE, it is because you may have overlooked prompt
renewal of your subscription to BOXOFFICE. For your convenience, and as a
RUSH ORDER to our circulation departform

below.

BOXOFFICE:
Please enter my subscription to BOXOFFICE,
53 issues per year (13 of which contain The
MODERN
THEATRE
Section), including the
NEW
BOXOFFICE
PICTURE
GUIDE,
DATE
& RECORD
BOOK.
] $3.00
t

MIST

CAROS

$2.00 Per Thousand
Write today lor sample card and
complete information.
BOX 1100, ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS
4704 East Ninth St., Kansas City, Mo.

AIR CONDITIONING

SPRAY

$14.90. Shipping charges paid to 1,000
miles. Cash wif order. Kansas City Ticket
Co., Dept. B, 1717 Wyandotte St., Kansas
City, Mo.

two

AT

4,000 used American, Heywood and Irwin chairs with upholstered spring-cushion seats; excellent condition ; priced very
reasonable. Cinema Seating Co., 4431 N.
Kimball, Chicago, 111.

RAINBOW

SALE

PROJECTIONIST — 17 years’ experience.
Any equipment. References; reliable; married. Will go anywhere. Jess Walker,
Oskaloosa, Kansas.
YOUNG

TICKETS

UNEXCELLED
QUALITY— 50 rolls stock
tickets, $12.50; 20 rolls, $5.80; 100,000 spe-

FOR

ATTRACTIVE

theatre, good equipment, good business. Owner does not have time to operate. Address Mission Theatre, Mesilla
Park, Los Cruces, New Mexico. Would
like to sell immediately.

|

THEATRE

J. M. Highfill, Boon-

old

ment, use the

ALL

WANTED

to start for himself by managing or leasing your theatre. Lifetime experience.
Willis Roberts, 507 South Martha Street,

AMERICAN
SEATING
CHAIRS, 95c
each! 1,400 available, panel backs, squab
seats. Good used condition. Many other
similar values. S.O.S. Cinema Supply

ATTRACTIVE

Request

WANTED — By lease or rent;
theatre.

POSITIONS

116 Merrimac

THEATRE

Corp., New

THEATRE
small town
ville, Mo.

RECOVERING

Commercialeather,
ton.

on

THEATRES

at $85.00; also have a few guaranteed rebuilt changers at $45.00. AMUSEMENT SUPPLY CO., INC., 341 West 44th
Street, New York City.

SEAT

Rates

BUY, LEASE, OR RENT
small town
theatre —
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois.
B-1107, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

CHANGERS

model

ROOM

EQUIPMENT — Two Powers 6B projectors,
with Scott-Ballantyne sound heads, amplifier and speaker; Strong low intensity
lamps with rectifiers. Everything in fine

DOOR

COIN

Display

THEATRES

ARTIFICIAL LEATHER
MOLESKIN—
81c per yd.; Sateen, 60c yd. Six seats
from two yards. Samples on request.

Air Conditioning— MAGIC WEATHER—
100% performance. 1,000% customer satisfaction; silent operation; low1 first cost;
low operating cost. Write for testimonial
folder and prices. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

COMPLETE

Modern,

S1.00.

STRIPS

date strips. Size 4"xl4". Price 15c each.
You MUST see these. Send 15c for sample. DEALERS WANTED.
20th Century
Plating, Erie, Pa.

Sup-

EQUIPMENT

U.

DATE

Extraordinary — that describes 20th Century RAINBOW COLORED
metal theatre

[ASTER” sound heads
Uizer. Amplifiers with
ed DC exciter supply,
horn systems. If not

DUO “SOI
with the gj n

'TYNE

Minimum

Ciu-ssified Ads 10c Per Word, Payable in Advance.

4ou5e

For

1 Year

] Remittance

[

Enclosed

] $3.50
j

For

] Send

2 Years
Invoice

THEATRE

Nozzles,

broken

water

to the finest spray possible ; foolproof. Lots of 100 or more, 32c. Silent
steel rotor blowers and washed air units.
Dealers Wanted. G. A. Peterson, 2620
Charlotte St., Kansas City, Mo.
•

STREET

ADDRESS

TOWN

STATE

NAME
POSITION

Address copy to BOXOFFICE,
Forms close Monday noon

4704 E. Ninth St., Kansas City,
preceding publication date.
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SALUTE

TO COURAGE

A FEW words about "Confessions of a Nazi Spy" which becomes an essential topic for
this page

Because
goes hand
Because

by virtue of the following reasons:

the film is an approach
in hand

to the responsibility

that this industry must

with its first responsibility of producing

the film is daring in conception,

and

recognize

entertainment.

certainly so in execution,

and

because

it

is about

high time those in Hollywood and in New York understand respect cannot be maintained under a policy which circles completely around issues symptomatic of the times
without brushing against them.
Actually, these two reasons are one. They represent once more the argument familiar to those who follow this column that films cannot lay claim to maturity until they
willingly become aware of their social obligations and do something about them.
Motion pictures, designed as they are to entertain, have within their structure the power
to think intelligently and to influence their audiences to think intelligently as well. This
is a grave obligation to assume and can result in great harm if the application is carelessly or indiscriminately ventured. It suggests, at once, that mistakes will be made.
They will, of course, and they will be the subject of wide regret.
But, in no wise, ought

this be permitted

to dim the perspective

or to becloud

the need

for the industry to make itself more realistic. These are stern days when half way measures, wavering between indecision and weakness, have divided the world into an appalling
struggle between democracy and dictatorship and have placed the outcome in serious doubt.
Any step, minute or otherwise, which serves to clarify fhe issues on the democratic side,
therefore, becomes important and perhaps important beyond what might be its normal value
if these were normal times.
By our approach, "Confessions of
mercial venture but not entirely so,
minute. It tells its story with daring
It pulls no punches. It names names
dangers of all foreign espionage.

a Nazi Spy,” no doubt produced largely as a comdeserves to fall into the classification of the not-soentirely unknown to the usual Hollywood enterprise.
and it names places. It drives home something of the

Thus, it does democracy well, renders a service which may prove to be of inestimable
worth and, at the same time, remains an exciting and dramatic piece of entertainment in
the accepted sense.
Consequently, this salute to courage.
thing resembling the Warner backbone.

We

wish

others in the industry displayed

t(

some-

NEXT LEGAL BARRAGE BY DEP'T OF JUSTICE
TO LAND IN LOS ANGELES AND ALBANY AREAS
Western

Suit Intimated

By Completion
3- Year Survey
New

of

New York — Many industry executives
and exhibitors interested in the gov-

York — Government

upon Seymour Kreiger’s intensive study
of complaints made by Allied members.
Additionally, Harry G. Kosch, attorney
for Allied of New York, is withholding a
contemplated suit against major distributors in connection with Michael Boumansour’s Plaza, Malone, N. Y., the understanding being that the department of
justice will take over and incorporate the
issues in the action reported due to be
filed in Albany.
Bill

of Particulars

A bill of particulars has been supplied
to distributors by the government in the
all-industry suit. According to attorneys
for the majors, the government is “sparring around” in its declarations of uncertainty as to specific dates and places of
alleged violations of the Sherman Act. It
is reported these maneouvres are designed
to influence a consent decree. Despite
what wavering may exist in the minds of
some companies, UA and Columbia, par-

Schlaifer IsNext

UA

York — L. Jack

Schlaifer,

ern sales manager,

will

sales

to give

at the

executive

examination

conducted

by

before

Robert

L.

be

west-

the

next

testimony
trial being

Wright

Seymour Kreiger, assistants to the
torney general. The date is May

and
at22.

Previous UA executives to testify include Harry Muller, comptroller; Harry
L. Gold, eastern and southern sales
manager
Charles Stem, eastern district manager; Edward Mullins, office
manager

at

the

local

exchange.

Ed-

ward C. Raftery of O'Brien, Driscoll <£
Raftery, attorneys for UA, was
the
initial witness.

4

also
been

conducting an extensive investigation of sales and major circuits
activities in New York state and New
England.
Before

joining

department

the FBI

of justice

division
in

of the

Washington,

Kreiger was secretary to U. S. Circuit Court Judge Thomas Swan here.
He is a virtual
Men ranks.
As

for

Robert

newcomer

in

L. Wright,

the

who

Ghas

been assisting Kreiger in examinations
before trial of UA executives, he has
been,

and

still is, identified

with

the

government's suit against B. & K. for
alleged breach of consent decrees in
Chicago.

ticularly the latter, frown upon the consent decree formula. The government has
never been able to include Columbia in
the decrees against FWC in California and
B&K in Illinois. Various attempts have
been made, but, because of no theatre affiliations, Columbia attorneys never were
a party to such agreements. UA feels its
is purely a distributing company without
a direct interest in the production or exhibition of pictures.
In recent examinations before trial conducted here by Robert L. Wright and
Kreiger, the government tipped its hand
to distributors when questions were asked
of various UA executives on clearances of
the Cocalis, Bolte, Century, Brandt and
Consolidated circuits, and also the Kimball, Yonkers, and a theatre in Gardiner,
Me. According to major company counsel, this gives them an idea who is behind
the complaints.
Questions

In UA Quiz
New

ernment's industry suit have been wondering who Seymour Kreiger is and
about his background. He has

investigating

agents who have been checking up independent exhibitor complaints for some
time are expected to file new anti-trust
suits in Los Angeles and in Albany, with
the latter probably the first to follow in
the footsteps of the Oklahoma City action
instituted by the department of justice
against the major distributors, Griffith
Amusement Co., Consolidated Theatres, R.
E. Griffith Theatres, and Westex Theatres, operating in New Mexico and Texas.
Intimation of the western suit is seen
in the fact a corp of investigators has
virtually finished a three-year survey of
conditions in connection with the consent
decree entered against FWC several years
ago. The upstate action is predicated

Have

Pre-Trial Examinations
Of UA Occasioned

This Explains Who
Kreiger Is

Touch

Circuits

Further, Harry Gold, eastern and southern sales manager for UA, was interrogated indirectly about the Kincey circuit
in the Carolinas, the Jefferson Amusement
Co. of Texas, the Saenger string of theatres in the south and also the Warner,
Loew and RKO deals, all of which he personally negotiated. UA also permitted the
government to inspect contracts and control cards and rendered photostatic copies
at the expense of the department of
justice.
L. Jack Schlaifer, western sales manager, is to take the stand shortly and is to
discuss deals affecting FWC and other
coast circuits. FWC recently determined
after home office conferences by Spyros
Skouras, Charles Buckley and Larry Kent
not to alter the clearance setup on the
coast. This decision may have some bear-

By Reticence
ing on the contemplated suit. Buckley
left for his headquarters in Los Angeles
the latter part of the week.
The reason for the UA examinations before trial is due to the refusal of attorneys for the company to answer letters
and questionnaires sent by Paul Williams,
in charge of the anti-trust action. Lawyers are confident they have been within
the law in all dealings with exhibitors,
pointing out that, while the tendency is
to sell major circuits first run, this does
not apply in numerous situations, such as
New England, where competitive independent exhibitors for the past number of
years have bought UA. The circuit involved in this case also operates in other
key cities where the distributor sells 100
per cent.
The clearances Schine has over independents have been among the questions
asked various UA executives. Gold was
pointedly asked if he would give a “decent” run to independents in the Schine
situations, but the answer was blocked by
Edward C. Raftery, attorney, on the
ground it was theoretical.
Revealed

On

January

In January

14, Boxoffice

tipped off

the government’s campaign on clearances,
stating then “changes in prevailing clearances, in addition to negotiations and acquisitions of new sites and theatres, are
being closely watched by the government
in connection with the pending anti-trust

"Chips"
New

Regular

May

York — “Goodbye

at the Astor, May

16

Mr. Chips”

opens

16, on a popular price

policy.
suit.”

UA Franchises Now
Down to Three
New

York — Only

exist today

with

three

UA

exhibitors

franchises

and

the two-

year deal Harry Gold, eastern and
southern sales head, made
with the
Loew

circuit expires

at the end

season,

questioning

hearings

in

the

department

suit against

the

majors

One

is with

the

at

of justice

reveals.

Wometco

circuit

in which

Sidney
is with

Meyers are partners. A second
Herman Cohen, who owns and
the

United

San Francisco a
West Coast. The
Parker,

Portland,

Wolfson

of

Florida

operates

Mitchell

of next

preliminary

Artist

and

Theatre

in

competitor to Fox
third is with J. J.

Ore.,
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"FOOL PROOF" ARBITRATION PLAN IN WORK;
PARITY FOR INDT'T EXHIBITORS ON BOARDS
Distributors Are
Lauded for Pact

Attorneys

MPTOA

feels that the trade practhe distributhe right di“While there
there is no

tice proposal as submitted by
tors is a tremendous step in
rection,” he told Boxoffice.
are some elements lacking,
doubt

but that the vast majority of exhibitors subscribe to those proposals that
have been included in the draft. True,
some desirable ones have been left out, but
we feel this is the beginning of an era
of happy association between exhibitors
and distributors.”
The MPTOA head

also complimented

Studying

Suggestions on Third
Revised Trade Pact

Detroit — Ed Kuykendall, president of
the MPTOA, took time out from the Variety Club convention activity here to
praise the activities of the distributors
committee in the trade practice negotiations.
“The

Are

the

work

Variety is doing within the industry. “Variety means the bringing of men
and women within the industry together,
and softens the antagonism and bitterness
in the business,” said Kuykendall. “Not
only that, but it also inspires respect for
those in the amusement field from without
the industry, thereby giving the legislative
bodies of the land more respect for our
business, which is of infinite value to us

New York — Attorneys now are working
on what a distributor spokesman describes

Theatre business in the neighborhoods
and on Broadway so far is up to par, according to important circuit men, and this

Selection of neutral panels in each territory will be at the invitation of all interests and not confined to any one group.
Sales managers and lawyers state it is
impossible to tell how long it will take to

Newspapers estimated prior to the opening that 1,000,000 or more would attend
the inaugural festivities. This kept many

develop the “fool proof” system, but it is
generally felt that when the plan is announced there will be no cause for complaints.
Suggestions and recommendations on
the third revised draft are being studied
by

the lawyers who are planning to rewrite the language to conform to the expectations of the majority of independent

exhibitor groups. Harry Brandt’s four
points which he outlined in the ITOA
house organ are described by distributors
as the essence of the recommendations
made from other sources.
No

Formal

Approval

So far, not one independent exhibitor
organization has approved the trade pact
as it stands. Neither has the MPTOA.

Club,

Allied is officially ignoring

than O’Donnell in Dallas.”
Kuykendall was to return to Columbus,
Miss., his home, following the convention.

Rodgers Terms the British
Competition Negligible
Detroit — Competition from English and
French pictures is still negligible in the
United States, in the opinion of William F.
Rodgers, general sales manager of M-G-M,
who was here attending the Variety Club
convention.
“They are producing some great pictures in England and France,” said Rodgers, “but despite critics’ ravings over
those pictures, we have no fear in this
country of dangerous competition. We
are offsetting this and any possible competition, by our production activities in
Europe. Those pictures will have a definite flavor of Europe and will still be
good in the U. S„ too.”
Rodgers said that it is the

American

filmgoer who still dictates the type of pictures to be made. The industry is making from 400 to 600 pictures a year primarily for the American public. A picture
that satisfies America in the main also
satisfies the foreign market, he said.
BOXOFFICE

:: May
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New York — Local theatre operators are
keeping their fingers crossed as far as the
World’s Fair is concerned.

as a “fool proof” arbitration plan.
Further, there will be equal representation on all boards with the personnel to
be divided evenly between distributors and
independent exhibitors.

in the industry.”
Kuykendall paid tribute to R. J. O’Donnell, chief barker of the Dallas Variety
saying that “no person in the industry has done any more in a charitable
vein in any other section of the country

Fingers Crossed
On N. Y. Fair

tors’ negotiating committee
ing its remarks to the body

the

distribu-

and dispatchthrough trade

papers. Allied’s objections, which have
been published in Boxoffice, are the most
pronounced of the lot.
There will not be another conclave of
sales heads and their attorneys until the
next revision is completed. Distributors
state the last draft was the final draft
and point out that, when it was sent out,
it contained a note leaving the way open
for further changes, if found necessary.
Working on the arbitration setup are
Tyree Dillard jr., M-G-M
counselor, and
I. Howard Levinson, Warner lawyer. Dillard’s experience during the NRA code
days has given him a comprehensive background on the fallacies and good points
of the arbitration system as practiced
then.

Levinson also has been studying arbitration as endorsed by the American

Arbitration Ass’n and other industries.
Previous to his M-G-M
connection and
association with the Code Authority, better known as Campi in those days, Dillard
was right hand man to Sol A. Rosenblatt,
code administrator for the theatre industries.
It is too early to forecast, according to
distributors, what procedure will be taken
as soon as the final arbitration plan is
completed.

And,

likewise, no one

will haz-

may

be due to the fact they feel the opening of the Fair, April 30, was oversold.

away, but estimates made after the opening place attendance figures at between
500,000 and 600,000.
So far none of the Broadway houses has
gone out of the way to combat the Fair
with exceptional or unusual programs.
However, the big noise on the street has
been “Confessions of a Nazi Spy” with Fred
Waring and his Pennsylvanians on the
stage. Other theatres report no ill effects
caused by the Fair, thus far anyway.
However, Broadway theatre operators are
looking forward to the Fair as bringing
in additional audiences. By this, it is
meant, that visitors will attend the Broadway houses after taking in the various
sights at the exposition.

Board

Meet

Delay

New

York — Loew’s board meeting, scheduled for Wednesday, has been postponed
until May 10 because several directors are
out of town. Nicholas M. Schenck, Leopold
Friedman and C. C. Moskowitz are now
back in New York, having been on vacation
for the past two weeks. Action on the
common dividend is not due until next
month.

ard
will
It
the

a guess as to when such a system
be made operative.
is known, however, that as soon as
next revise is finished, the exhibitor

groups which negotiated will be asked to
adopt the trade pact. This will be followed
by statements seeking approval by other
theatre organizations.
Every attempt will be made to have
Allied endorse the next draft, it is learned, but whether or not this is forthcoming will not deter the industry from putting it into effect. It is felt by a number
of trade leaders that many advantages
are being given exhibitors which they
never had before and that it is up to them
either

to take them or leave them. Distributors, or at least some of them so
state, are making sacrifices which will
appreciably affect their revenue after the
trade pact becomes an industry program.
In doing so, it is held, they expect
tors to pledge their support.

exhibi-
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FEMS GET EARLY FOOTHOLD IN TELECASTING;
DISTRIBUTORS, CAUTIOUS, BUT INTERESTED
Bulk Now Is Commercial;
Entertainment Edging
Into Scene, However
By LEONARD
With

Cooperation

WEISBERG

of Michael

J. DeAngelis

New York — Films will play an important part in the first regular public service
television programs that NBC-RCA
has
inaugurated, a spokesman for the broadcasters informs Boxoffice. This is borne
out

in the programs that have been received daily at the RCA exhibit at the

World’s Fair, which opened last Sunday.
Despite a declared reluctance on the
part of some distributors to “cooperate”
with television, an NBC program executive
advises “the picture companies are glad
to have us use their films — they say they
want to learn, too.”
Under NBC’s present plans the bulk of
film to be utilized for television programs will consist of commercial and educational shorts, newsreels and back issues
of the March of Time. The latter reel
has been tied up exclusively by NBC, which
feels the particular treatment in the MOT
releases makes them especially adaptable
for television.

“Din”
Most

May

Be

How

It Works

in London —

Photograph shows interior of the Marble Arch Pavilion in the West End,
or Times Square, of London. The theatre is equipped with Baird Television
equipment and shows images on a screen 12 by 15 feet in size.

Starter

up-to-date of NBC’s
tions for telecasting is a

film presentaspecially pre-

pared, condensed version of “Gunga Din,”
which was reviewed exclusively in the
March 25th issue of Boxoffice. It was
this publication, also, that presented the
first comprehensive picture of the extent

Sees "Public Demand” Inducing
Theatre Swing to Television

films will play at the World’s Fair in a
copyrighted article in the issue of April 15.

The “Gunga Din” subject, which runs
about 20 minutes, may well be the forerunner of other specially treated films
made available to NBC. Through its connections with RCA, which, in turn, controls NBC, RKO is expected to provide an
open source for films to be telecast. During experimental periods, Pathe, which
likewise releases through RKO, provided
NBC with numerous newsreels and shorts

New York — A prediction that “public
demand” will make it incumbent upon
more progressive theatre operators to install television equipment, “just as they
did when sound pictures overcame the
silent era,” is made by Ian C. Javal, commercial director of Baird Television, Ltd.,
who is here from London with a staff of
engineers and $150,000
television equipment.

worth

of theatre

that were used during trial telecasts. Although no confirmation is forthcoming,
Pathe is said to be planning some special
newsreels for telecast purposes.
Paramount has opened its film vaults to
Du Mont, in which it has an interest, and
which has already embarked on a largescale newspaper advertising campaign for
its television receivers. In one of its recent advertisements, Du
Mont
said:

To demonstrate the practicality of his
view, Javal says he will have in operation
in about one week a Baird receiver that
will show images on a screen 15 by 12 feet,
said to be the largest in the world in the
television field. It will be set up in the

“Sooner than you realize, regular television schedules will include ‘on-the-spot’
telecasts of every major event in the news,

which

in sports or in the entertainment field.”
From its transmitter in New Jersey, Du
Mont has been conducting telecasts for
the past three months. Paramount shorts
(Continued

6

on page

35)

GB projection room here. Within a few
days five engineers will have arrived from
England to help arrange the equipment.
Javal

GB

is enthusiastic

over the manner

in

television in theatres is being received in London, where, by May 24, seven
theatres will be operating with Baird

equipment. Seats in the seven houses aggregate 18,000 and about half of them,
Javal estimates, have been sold at an average price of slightly under $5 each for
the most ambitious telecast yet undertaken

by the British Broadcasting
Derby at Epsom Downs.
Although

he

Co. — the

is non-committal

as

to

names, Javal says he has brought his theatre television equipment here at the invitation of circuit operators whose observers have been studying results of Baird
operations in London. Javal declines to
put a price on the installation of his company’s theatre sets, but declares once a
steady flow of programs is available, the
cost of acquiring this material for screen
projection will be less than for newsreels,
“because no film is required — you just
tune in the event you are interested in.”
While Javal has brought here transmitting equipment, he does not plan to
utilize it. He expects to take advantage
of the NBC, CBS or Du Mont telecasts for
demonstrations of his theatre and home
sets.

Baird’s activities abroad are virtually confined to research, manufacture
and sale of television apparatus. Javal
estimates there are about 7,000 television
receivers in London homes. The Baird
line includes sets from $175, with a screen
7%x6!4 inches
13x1 11/2 inches.

to

$600,

BOXOFFICE
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CORNERSTONE
OF 11, O
THEATRES!
Strength! Security!
(over)

FOR 15 YEARS!
irst in
RS!
Exhibitors named

M-G-M

the star company and it’s
truer than ever today!

First in

HITS!
At every year’s end M-G-M
leads all companies. That’s
a matter of record!

The

“A square shake !”
Friendly Company,

practises what

First in the
hearts of its
CUSTOMERS!

it preaches!

FIRST IN BOX-OFFICE

POLLS! In the past year again M-G-M

led all these Box-Office surveys: Film Daily's Nation-

wide Ten Best Pictures; Quigley Publications Box-Office Champions; Box-Office Magazine Blue Ribbons; Variety's
Top Picture Grossers; Skotemen’s Trade Review Best Major Productions; Parents' Magazine Family Best; Ladies
Home Journal’s American Women’s Favorites; New York Critic Circle's Best and many more including the just
completed National Box-Office Digest Annual Poll for the past year covering thousands of theatres showing
M-G-M

is first again! Year after year it’s the same:

ONLY

ONE

COMPANY

CAN

BE FIRST!

BEWARE OF THE
FLASH IN THE PAN!
Let 15 years of experience be your guide. Net results at
the end of each year are the only thing that count in
this business. When 11,000 satisfied customers balance
their books at the close of each season, they say: “I’m
playing safe with the leader. Let the other fellow gamble on
a flash in the pan.” They prefer Security to Insomnia!
And here’s a point that every far-seeing exhibitor must
consider in the coming year.
(next page)

YOU

DON’T

KEEP YOUR

CROSSED

HAVE

TO

FINGERS

WITH

M-G-M!

There’s Safety in Numbers!

There is only one company in this entire business *
that by virtue of its set-up can guarantee security !
— that’s M-G-M!
(read why above)

think this over !

M-G-M HAS 18 EXPERIENCED
TOP-RANKING PRODUCERS! MANY
MORE THAN ALL OTHER COMPANIES!
That's how M-G-M removes risks
which you have to face elsewhere!
The solid rock of security on which M-G-M bases its studio production is
that, come what may, you are protected. WE WILL NOT ALLOW THE
SALETY OE YOUR THEATRE INVESTMENT TO REST ON THE
GENIUS OF ONE OR TWO OR THREE! M-G-M’s production ranks
are rich with talented showman brains ready for any emergency. You do
not have to keep your fingers crossed!

A void this!

Do it the M-G-M

THAT

GOES

FOR

STARS

THAT

GOES

FOR

DIRECTORS

THAT

GOES

FOR

WRITERS

THAT

GOES

FOR

STORY

PROPERTIES

THAT

GOES

FOR

M-G-M

in 1939-40

There’s Safety in Numbers!

way!

Look!
(next

page )

YOUR BOX-OFFICE WILL
%
a
REMEMBER M-G-Ms

SARY

© i<)
o

■^<0

1940
A milestone in the annals of show business! ‘03
Unte'i
the bank -roll for the greatest stage hits, mosfc celebrated
D c 5*
book successes! Reaching for the stars at unprecedented
cost
O
to add names and yet
more names to the already, fabuloi
y
°

aggregation of M-G-M

^

personalities. A fortime®

for advertising! With our customers of Fifteen
Friendly Years we set out to make 1939-1940
a box-office celebration to be remembered

in

the glowing pages of this industry’s history!
(Turn the glowing pages now!)

ing

ONLY

CAN

ONE

COMPANY

COMMAND

MILLION

SUCH

DOLLAR

PROPERTIES!

Brilliant with Multi' Star Casts/
A

“QUO
NARRATIVE

OF

VADIS.”

THE

CHAPTER

TIME

OF

NERO.

I.

,$

(A Selznick-Intemational Picture.
Produced by David O. Selznick)

Stage Hits!

Best-Sellers !
Novel
FANNIE

HURST'S

Y achievement The book
u enenaally btg. ia big(he
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only a few of the many
planned for 1939-40!

Big Properties

on
pages
In following
greater detail
read about

these

and other famed vehicles from which
Leo’s 15th Anniversary line-up will
be selected.

OPEN

DOOR

POLICY!

A Preamble of Sincere Frankness!
Take the keys and enter the treasure house of our production.
We have no secrets from our customers. M-G-M would prefer
to be able to say right now that each one of the pictures on the
following pages will be delivered as described, and that the
casts as contemplated now will remain intact months from now.
But our customers of Fifteen Friendly years know the sincerity of
our methods which make understandable to them why we reserve the right to amend our plans to meet changing conditions,
new trends during the course of a long year.
We

report herewith the early status of what is destined to be

the most ambitious and costly studio expenditure in the history
of M-G-M. The ultimate perfection of each production is our
sole concern and yours. Time and circumstance may necessitate
changes but they will be changes designed for betterment only.
The 15th Anniversary line-up of M-G-M will be notable for multistarring pictures, for the importance of the properties selected
and for the scale on which they are made.

A

MINIMUM

OF

40-A

MAXIMUM

OF

52

The following is a tentative prospectus. From these
and others, M-G-M’s 1939-1940 releases will be drawn.
NORTHWEST

PASSAGE,

to resume

produo

THE WIZARD

OF OZ. In Technicolor. Awaited

tion on location in May; based on Kenneth

by entire show world as the most amazing

Roberts’ famed best-seller; King Vidor director; Spencer Tracy, Robert Taylor.

screen magic ever unfolded. Based on cele-

THE WOMEN,

Morgan, Ray Bolger, Bert Lahr, Jack Haley,
Billie Burke and thousands of others.

sensational Claire Boothe stage

hit of Park Avenue’s wives and sweethearts,
starring Norma Shearer, Joan Crawford,
Rosalind Russell and an all-female cast of
about 40 players; George Cukor, director.

brated L.Frank Baum’s book of globe-circling
fame. Cast includes Judy Garland, Frank

Directed by Victor Fleming.
TONIGHT

AT 8:30 is among

the newly ac-

quired important properties; Noel Coward’s
sensational international stage hit in which
GONE

WITH

THE WIND,

Margaret Mitchell’s

most discussed book of our time; Clark

it is planned to star Norma

Gable, Vivien Leigh, Leslie Howard, Olivia

GUNS

De Havilland, directed by Victor Fleming.
In Technicolor.

spectacular drama

A Selznick- International Picture. Produced by David O. Selznick

IT CAN’T

HAPPEN

HERE, based on Sinclair

Lewis’ famed novel of upheaval in America.
ZIEGFELD

FOLLIES.

Gigantic new

type of

musical entertainment, as pretentious as
Ziegfeld would have made it if he had had
M-G-M’s

resources; multi-starred.

SILENT NIGHT, an exciting and highly roman-

tic co-starring vehicle for the screen’s singing
sweethearts, Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson
Eddy.
MADAME

AND

Taylor,

Hedy

novel by Eve Curie depicting the thrills,
hardships, struggles and final triumph of
the discoverer of radium.

NINOTSCHKA,

comedy by Melchior Lengyel;

Parisian and Russian background,, starring
Greta Garbo; Ernst Lubitsch director.

(temporary

with

Lamarr,

music;
Miliza

title),

Robert
Korjus,

Robert Young; by Walter Reisch and Samuel
Hoffenstein.
A DAY

AT THE

CIRCUS,

Marx

Brothers; to

start shortly.
ON

BORROWED

TIME, Lionel Barrymore, Sir

Cedric Hardwicke

and Bobs Watson,

the

child sensation of “Boys Town” and
“Calling Dr. Kildare”; stage hit by Lawrence
Edward Watkins; director, Harold Bucquet.
RETURN

OF THE

Hammett;
BROADWAY

CURIE, starring Greta Garbo; famed

FIDDLES

Shearer.

THIN

MAN,

by Dashiell

William Powell, Myrna Loy.
MELODY

OF 1940. Fred Astaire,

Eleanor Powell in the most sumptuous

of

this successful series; novel story treatment.
BABES

IN ARMS,

musical

drama

novelty,

based on Rodgers and Hart stage success; large
cast includes Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland,
June Preisser, Betty Jaynes, Douglas McPhail;
Busby Berkeley, director.
(More great productions
listed two pages beyond — ► )

NO MATTER

IF YOU’RE

BIG

OR LITTLE!

CLARK

HEDY

GABLE

LAMARR

NORMA

SPENCER

SHEARER

TRACY

THESE
STARS
in M-G-M

MICKEY

ROONEY

HITS
will

give

WALLACE

BEERY

you

SECURITY!
FRED ASTAIRE

EDDIE CANTOR

It would take a complete issue of a magazine to fully illustrate the entire gallery of
M-G-M personalities. In addition to the 24 stars above there are 53 other important
featured players, most of whom would be considered of STAR rating by any other
company. And all are under exclusive contract to M-G-M. In its extensive directorial
and writing ranks M-G-M likewise pridefully includes the outstanding hit-creators of
the industry. There’s safety in numbers and M-G-M backs its assurance of a new year
of big attractions with a large and expert personnel.

ROBERT

TAYLOR

MYRNA

MARX

LIONEL

LOY

BROTHERS

BARRYMORE

JOAN

CRAWFORD

GRETA

GARBO

ROBERT

DONAT

ROSALIND

RUSSELL

JEANETTE

MACDONALD

WILLIAM

ROBERT

POWELL

MONTGOMERY

JAMES

STEWART

NELSON

MARGARET

SULLA VAN

ELEANOR

JUDY

EDDY

POWELL

GARLAND

And Remember : M-G-M’s Promotion
Plans cal I for the expenditure of
$2,500,000, the Greatest of all time!

BEAU

BRUMMEL,

by Clyde Fitch; planned

to star Robert Donat.
I HAD

A COMRADE,

descriptive of present-

t

day conditions in Germany; by a British
nobleman, Viscount Castlerose.

I
I

AMERICAN

NEWLYWEDS.

Introducing a new

family series, dealing with a typical young
married American couple; now being developed by those who created the Hardy and
Kildare series.

(Continuing 1939-1940 Prospectus from preceding pages )

MAY

FLAVIN,

Myron

Brinig’s novel of an

abandoned wife’s life struggle.
THE YEARLING, Marjorie Kinnan

Rawlings’

successful novel; Victor Fleming, director.
WINGS

OVER THE DESERT, Harold Buckley’s

THUNDER

AFLOAT, Ralph Wheelwright

and

Commander Harvey Haislip’s story of submarine chasers during last war; W allace Beery.

melodrama of aviation over Sahara.

SMILIN’

THROUGH,

starring Jeanette

Richter’s novel of

MacDonald; a triumphant musical version
of the immortal heart-stabbing romance.

Mexico; awaiting availability of Spencer
Tracy and Myrna Loy.

I LOVE YOU AGAIN, by Octavus Roy Cohen;

SEA OF GRASS, Conrad

embattled farmers and cattle men in New

awaiting availability of William Powell and
Myrna Loy.

KIM, Kipling’s famed novel, plans for which

call for record studio budget.
SOLDIERS
QUO

HANDS

THREE, another Kipling thriller.

VADIS, a multi-starred production by

Taylor.

THE RUINED

EARL

based on the celebrated novel “Kindling.”
THE GREAT

CANADIAN,

OF GLASS,

melodrama

COMES

by Gene

OF

CHICAGO,

starring

Robert

Montgomery; Brock William’s engaging,
fast-moving story.

TO TOWN,

THESE

GLAMOUR

GIRLS, Cosmopolitan

Magazine story by Jane Hall and Marion
Parsonnet; for selected young female players.

by Max

Marcin; Joan Crawford.
A LADY

BORDER,

Clark Gable and

Myrna Loy; story of the American hockey
circuit by Robert Hopkins and Vicki Baum.
HOUSE

THE

Towne and Graham Baker; friendly rivalry
on the hockey field between Canadian and
U. S. military academies; starring Robert

the creators of “Ben Hur.”
CITY, starring Robert Donat;

ACROSS

by Clements

Ripley; being prepared for Joan Crawford.

Further HARDY FAMILY and DR. KILDARE J)
productions, continuing the high standard I
which have established these two great
American themes among picture-goers.

BALALAIKA,

adapted from

the successful

London musical by Eric Maschwitz; Nelson
Eddy and Ilona Massey, the exotic new prima
donna ; big scale musical dramatic production.
SUSAN

AND

GOD.

Rachel

Crothers’ play

starring Greer Garson, distinguished for her
performance in “Goodbye, Mr. Chips.”
THE ZIEGFELD

GIRL, all-star cast in story by

William Anthony McGuire, author of “The
Great Ziegfeld.”
WITCH

IN THE

WILDERNESS,

novel by

Desmond Holdridge; starring Spencer Tracy ;
King Vidor, director.
LOVER COME

WEST, a comedy of Indians, rodeos and

the wild and woolly; now being prepared
for the Marx Brothers by Bert Kalmar and
Harry Ruby.

MODEL,

starring

Joan

Crawford; vivid, exciting and deluxe drama
of a modern maiden in our streamlined
generation.
20,000

AT ETON, by George Oppenheimer

and Thomas Phipps; starring Mickey Rooney,
to be produced by our successful unit which

LEAGUES

UNDER

THE

SEA, Jules

Verne’s world renowned story in Technicolor.
BANJO

EYES, comedy-drama

with music for

Eddie Cantor.
WINGS

A YANK

AVENUE

BACK TO ME, based on Sigmund

Romberg’s “New Moon”, starring Jeanette
MacDonald, Nelson Eddy.
GO

PARK

ON HIS BACK (title tentative), Myles

Connelly’s breezy, clever comedy story of an
aviatrix and aviator; James Stewart.

just completed “Goodbye,. Mr. Chips”.

NICKEL

WAR

picture business,” with a central showman
character; a strongly romantic story.

EAGLES, a novelty thriller combining

imagination and living actors in a story of
patriotic appeal; general treatment like that
of “The Lost World” and “King Kong”; unprecedented production cost to bring you a
sensational attraction.
BUSMAN’S

HOLIDAY,

SHOW,

JOURNEY’S

“cavalcade of the motion

END, based on Robert C. Sherriff’s

famous play; starring Robert Donat.
THE ROSARY, Edward E. Rose’s famed stage

success.

the baffling and

delightfully absorbing London

murder

Montgomery.

by Dorothy Sayers; starring Robert
stery
(myTHE
LIFE STORY OF THOMAS EDISON
Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney respectively present Edison as boy and man.

GREAT

SHOP

LAUGHTER,

brated novel.

AROUND

THE

Fannie

Hurst’s cele-

CORNER,

starring

Margaret Sullavan, James Stewart, Frank
Morgan; directed by Ernst Lubitsch.
(next page says a mouthful!)

ELL-GAME

OR

You can remember the past
You can profit in the present
You can plan on the future
With one company only!

METRO-GOLDW¥
THE FRIENDLY

COMPANY

“Cornerstone

of

1 1,000 Theatres”

AT LEAST 32 FROM 11 PRODUCERS FOR UA;
LARGEST, NUMERICALLY, IN FIRM HISTORY
Goldwyn Is Down for Two;
Sessions Start Monday
For Four-Day
Los

Meet

Angeles — Eleven

producers

will

contribute at least 32 pictures to UA program for 1939-40, Murray Silverstone,
head of world-wide operations, will divulge
Monday

as the gavel sounds

for the open-

ing of the company’s convention at the
Ambassador Hotel. Samuel Goldwyn
figures in the official production lineup.
Other contributing producers will be David
O. Selznick, Charles Chaplin, Alexander
Korda, Douglas Fairbanks, Walter Wanger, Hal Roach and Edward Small. This
is the current roster. To them will be
added David L. Loew, Sol Lesser and Ernst
Lubitsch. The lineup is numerically the
largest in the company’s history.
Selznick will deliver three. These

are:

“Intermezzo,” starring Leslie Howard,
who also will act as associate producer.
John Van Druten did the screenplay from
the original by Gustave Molander and
Gaesta Stevens.
“Rebecca,” directed by Alfred Hitchcock from the novel by Daphne Du Maurier.
A third not as yet titled.
Chaplin will deliver “The Dictators,”
which he wrote and is producing. In it
the comedian will have his first speaking
role.
Goldwyn is down for two. One is “Music
School” with Jascha Heifetz. Archie Mayo
will direct, with a cast including Joel
McCrea, Andrea Leeds and
Walter
Brennan.
“The Real Glory” starring Gary Cooper
with Andrea Leeds, David Niven, Walter
Brennan, Reginald Owen,
Broderick
Crawford, Maurice Moscovich. Henry
Hathaway directing.
Korda will deliver five. “Four Feathers,”
Technicolor production of the novel by
A. E. W. Mason. Zoltan Korda directed,
with a cast including Ralph Richardson,
C. Aubrey Smith, John Clements and June
Duprez.
“Over the Moon” starring Merle Oberon
with Rex Harrison. In Technicolor and
directed by Thornton Freeland from a
script by Robert E. Sherwood.
“Thief of Bagdad,” in Technicolor, with
Sabu and Conrad Veidt. Ludwig Berger
will direct.
“Sinner,” based on “Manon Lescaut,”
starring Merle Oberon. Korda will direct
personally for the first time in three years.
“The Jungle Boy,” starring Sabu, in
Technicolor, based on Kipling’s “Jungle
Book.”
Roach

also is down

for five.

“The Housekeeper’s Daughter,” from
the novel by Donald Henderson Clarke.
(Continued
BOXOFFICE

:: May

on page

42)

Ready

for the Convention

Gavel —

UA executives assembled in Los Angeles for the annual sales convention.
In case there may be doubts as to who’s who, here goes: Top row, left to
right: Harry D. Buckley, vice-president in charge of exchange operations;
Arthur W. Kelly, vice-president in charge of foreign distribution, except
the United Kingdom; Paul Lazarus, general contract manager; Lynn Farnol,
director of advertising, publicity and exploitation. Second row: Harry L.
Gold, eastern divisional sales manager; Murray Silverstone, chairman of
executive committee; L. Jack Schlaifer, western divisional sales manager.
Bottom row: Emanuel Silverstone, American representative for London
Films; E. T. Carr, co-managing director of the British company; Monroe
Greenthal, director of exploitation, and Albert Margolies, publicity manager.
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COLUMBIA TO OBSERVE TRADE PACT TO HILT,
IF GOVERNMENT AND EXHIBITORS ACCEPT IT
Says Sales Organization
Decentralization Ideal
Cooperation

Set-up

Atlantic City, N. J. — "Every word, comma and period” of the proposed trade
practice code will be observed by Columbia, A. Montague, general sales manager,
will make known on Monday as the first
of three sales regionals gets under way
at the Ritz-Carlton and learns the company will distribute 40 features, 16 westerns and perhaps a larger number of shorts
next season.
“Columbia has taken an important
tion in the recent trade conferences

better business
tire industry.

setup

throughout

the

en-

“We have been a rapidly-growing industry; at times we have suffered from what
may be called ‘growing pains.’ If by an
‘across-the-table’ conference, those pains
can be eliminated or, at least, alleviated,
we believe, as I am sure a vast majority
of the exhibitors in this country believe,
that they can be better treated than by
a Neely
“We

bill or any
mental supervision.
look forward

other

form

to a dawn

of governof better

understanding — and it is Columbia’s desire to play an important part in that
understanding.

As

we

strive

to under-

stand the other fellow’s problems, we earnestly request that the other fellow listen,

posion a

fair practice code and the company emphatically expresses its intentions of living
up to the last word, comma and period of

Two More Regional Meets
Scheduled in Chicago
And Los Angeles
with an open mind, to our problem. And,
as we intend sincerely to work with our
theatre accounts, we ask the same sincere
effort from them in our behalf.”
More than 125 home office executives
and members of the field force from 16
branch
session

offices are here for the four-day
which terminates Thursday. Two

additional regionals are planned. The second will be held May 14-16 at the Drake,
Chicago, and the third May 20-22 at the
Ambassador, Los Angeles.
Jack Cohn, vice-president, will open
the session with a welcoming note to the
conventioneers and then will turn the
meeting over to Montague who will preside throughout. Aside from his state-

that agreement,” Montague will officially
declare. “I want to convey to everyone
that, if the code is accepted by the government and by exhibitors individually and
in groups, we definitely intend, I repeat,

ment outlining Columbia’s intent on trade
practice formulation, Montague, in his opening address, will generally discuss product currently in release as well as features which will round out the 1938-39
lineup. On Tuesday, he will divulge the
product for the new season, after which
various home office and sales executives
will talk.

to live up to the very letter of the agreement.
“Our sales organization happens to be
ideally geared to put this into effect. Because of our decentralization policy, which
has been in force for many years and the
responsibility it has placed on local
branches and salesmen, our sales force is
in a fine position to handle individually
any code problems which may arise in
their respective territories.

Rube Jackter, assistant general sales
manager, is down for an address on the
value and importance of manpower. Maurice Bergman, director of advertising, publicity and exploitation, will discuss plans
germinating in his department; Joseph A.
McConville, general foreign sales manager, will review the situation overseas;
Louis Weinberg and Louis Astor, circuit
(Continued on page 35)

“We have a definite situation to face
which I believe, as does the company, will
bring about a
finer understanding, a

They Follow Through —
Top row, left to right: Rube Jackter,
assistant sales manager, and Louis
Weinberg, circuit sales executive. Second row, in same order: Louis Astor,
who also handles circuit sales, and
Max J. Weisfeldt, short subjects sales
supervisor . Third row: Abe Schneider,

The Vice-President —
Jack Cohn, the official head
Columbia convention group.

24

of the

company treasurer, and Maurice Bergman, director of advertising , publicity
and exploitation.

The Sales Manager —
A. Montague, who will actually
the Atlantic City convention.

run

BOXOFFICE
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"oh, by the way"
HARDYS

RIDE HIGH

hitting the high spots everywhere
biggest of entire Hardy hit parade!

CALLING

DR. KILDARE

gets rave reviews (Lew Ayres, Lionel Barrymore and big cast)
definitely establishes another b.o. series

LUCKY

NIGHT

sure-fire, happy-go-lucky hit
Myrna Loy, Robert Taylor— spontaneous combustion

IT’S A WONDERFUL

WORLD

nothing like it since "It Happened One Night"
Claudette Colbert, James Stewart excruciating!

GOODBYE,

MR. CHIPS

the best picture of any year— you’ll see!
Robert Donat, Greer Garson (the star of 1939!)
That’s just a few in coming weeks and
more big ones in June, July, August from

THE

FRIENDLY

COMPANY

ALLIED may not have formally
recorded

Published

Every

Associated

Editorial
York

Saturday

by

Publications

Offices: 9 Rockefeller

Plaza, New

City. Louis Rydell, Advertising Manager. Wm. Omstein, Eastern editor. Telephone Columbus 5-6370, 5-6371, 5-6372.

Cable address: “Boxoffice, New York.”
Western Offices: 6404 Hollywood Blvd.,
Hollywood, Calif. Ivan Spear, Manager.
Telephone Gladstone 1186.
Publication Offices: 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo. Telephone Chestnut 7777.
Other Associated Publications: Boxoffice
BAROMETER,
Boxoffice RECORDS,
Boxoffice

PICTURE

GUIDE,

published

annually; THE MODERN
THEATRE, published monthly as a section of Boxoffice.

its reactions

to the

trade practice code, and perhaps
therein is some sort of a legalistic
and technical string which can be
pulled in, if and when. However,
and by way of emphasizing what is
clear anyway, this paragraph from an association bulletin,
is of some interest:
pretty

Allied has been hoping that those
in ultimate authority in the Big Eight
would see the need of voluntarily
abandoning the
tices which are

monopolistic practhe targets of so

many suits by the government and
by injured exhibitors and which are
under the fire of so many religious,

ATLANTA — 148% Walton St., N. W., Lee Fuhrman,
Southeastern editor. Telephone Walnut
7171.

educational and welfare organizations. Thus far the sales executives
have offered merely an agreement

BOSTON — 14 Piedmont
St., Brad
Angier,
England editor. Telephone Liberty 9305.

among

ALBANY — 21-23

BUFFALO — The
CHARLOTTE

Walter

Ave.,

M.

Courier-Express,

— The

Observer,

CHICAGO — 332 S. Michigan
Central editor. Telephone

Berrlgan.

W.

E.

Mary

B.

New

J. Martin.
Parham.

Ave., Eugene D.
Wabash
4575.

Rich,

CINCINNATI — 127 Tremont St., Ft. Thomas,
Clara Hyde. Telephone Highland 1657.

Ky.,

CLEVELAND — 12805
Cedar
Road.
Cleveland
Heights, Elsie Loeb. Telephone Fairmount 0046.
DALLAS — 210 S. Harwood,
western editor. Telephone
DENVER — 319
DES

S. Clarkson

MOINES — 1700

V. W.
7-3553.

Crisp,

St., J. A.

Grand,

Rene

DETROIT — 424 Book
Bldg.,
phone Cadillac 9085.

H.

South-

Rose.

McCluskey.
F.

Reves.

Tele-

HOLLYWOOD — 6404 Hollywood Blvd., Ivan Spear,
Western editor. Telephone GLadstone
1186.
INDIANAPOLIS — 42575 Churchman
Ave.,
N. Rudeaux. Telephone Drexel 3339.

Howard

KANSAS
CITY — 4704 East Ninth St., Jesse Shlyen,
Midwest editor. Telephone CHestnut 7777.
LITTLE
ROCK— P.
Telephone 3-0156.
MEMPHIS — 399

So.

O.

Box

Second

253,

Lynn

Hubbard.

St., Oarolyne

Miller.

MILWAUKEE — 210 East
Michigan
St„
Brunner. Telephone Kilbourn 6670-J.

H.

MINNEAPOLIS — 507

Wolff.

Essex

Bldg.,

Maurice

C.

NEW
HAVEN — 42 Church St., Suite 915, Gertrude
Pearson. Telephone 6-4149.
NEW
ORLEANS — 1509 Bodenger
Blvd., J. W.
Leigh. Telephone Algiers 1495.
NEW
YORK
CITY — 9 Rockefeller Plaza, William
Ornstein, Eastern editor. Telephone Columbus
5-6370, 5-6371, 5-6372.
OKLAHOMA
CITY — P. O. Box 4547, E. W. Fair.
Telephone 7-1038.
OMAHA — 1402 South 55th St., Monte Davis.
PHILADELPHIA
—
903
Manning
St., Joseph
Shaltz.
PITTSBURGH— 1701 Blvd. of the Allies, R. F.
Klingensmith. Telephone Atlantic 4858.
PORTLAND,
ORE. — The News- Telegram, D. W.
Polivka.
ST. LOUIS — 5149 Rosa Ave., David F. Barrett.
Telephone Flanders 3727.
SALT
LAKE
CITY — 605 Utah
Savings &
Trust
Bldg.. Viola B. Hutton. Telephone Hyland 4359.
SAN FRANCISCO — 1095 Market St., Nathan Cohn.
Telephone Market 6580.
SEATTLE — 2417 Second
phone Elliott 8678.
WASHINGTON—

1426
IN

Ave.,

Joe

G. St„ Earle
CANADA

Cooper.
A.

Tele-

Dyer.

CALGARY,
ALTA. — The Albertan, Wm.
Campbell.
EDMONTON,
ALTA. — The Bulletin, W. A. DeGraves.
HAMILTON,
O. — 20 Holton Ave., N., Hugh
Millar.
LONDON,
O. — Free Press, Chas. E. Oarruthers.
MONTREAL,
QUEBEC — 4330 Wilson Ave., N. D. G.,
Roy Carmichael. Telephone Walnut
5519.
REGTNA,
SASK. — The Star, Andy McDermott.
ST. JOHN, N. B. — 34 Cranston Ave., S. Trueman.
TORONTO,
ONTARIO — 242 Millwood Road, Milton
Galbraith.
VANCOUVER,
B. C. — 615 Hastings, C. P. Rutty.
VICTORIA,
B. C.- — 350 Robertson, Tom
Merriman.
WINNIPEG,
MAN. — 709 Selkirk Ave., Ben Lepkin.
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seven of the Big Eight to perpetuate these practices in only slightly modified form. Surely, there must
be those among them who realize
the dangers inherent in this procedure,
from

were

tional heritage. Eloquent promises
made that every facet of our

young, but inspiring, history would
be tapped to make us realize how
great and beautiful our nation is.
More than that — they promised to
make pictures that would hold aloft
and in defiance of all "isms" the precious principles of democracy for
which our forebears were willing to
give their lives . . .
But after witnessing some of the results ... I, for one, am of the opinion that, unless Hollywood quickly
does something meritorious with the
material at hand history should be
relegated back to the libraries where
it can be taken or left.
About the only good that has come
out of the current screen revival of
Americanism is that they (the producers) have given foreign people the
impression anew that America is still
peopled

with

cowboys

and

Indians.

This might, at least, have the desirable effect of keeping a lot of foreign lecturers from our shores. But

two points of view. First, unless the demands of the government

if movie producers can't do any better than they have by digging into

the public are measurably complied with, assaults from those quarters
will continue. Second, an agreement

our past they had better drop the
whole matter. A lot of perfectly good

and

to perpetuate oppressive trade practices may suffer from, the same legal
infirmity as an agreement to initiate
such practices.

And,

eye to the future, this:

This bulletin should be regarded
merely as a plea for a broader vision
and a more liberal policy by the Big
Eight. It should not be construed as
defining the attitude of Allied towards
the trade practice proposals thus far
submitted. The policy of Allied in that
respect will be determined at the
forthcoming convention in Minneapolis on June 13-14-15. It is hoped that
the exhibitors will then have a more
liberal, at least a
to consider.

complete,

program

Sequel: Virtually determined

is the

majors' viewpoint they have gone
as far as they can and that future
changes in the draft will be for language clarification only.

On Patriotism
William
York

Boehnel, critic of the New

World-Telegram, asks if cowboys and Indians make a
film

"patriotic." By which

he means:

Toward the end of 1938, when hindsighted Hollywood suddenly realized
that a rebirth of Americanism was
sweeping the country, producers
shoveled out heaps of blather about
what the Film Capitol would do to
make citizens conscious of their na-

history is going on right before their
eyes that would make stirring motion picture entertainment if treated
sincerely and honestly.

For "Fairminded"
That

Hollywood

production

head

writing as "Fairminded" might have
his case aired if he will provide his
name.

It does not have to be published necessarily, but this department must know who he is. He

ought to be sufficiently fairminded
to furnish it.

Faithiul Reader
Quick one from Carl Krueger, now
handling exploitation for Paramount
at the studio:
"You

ran an item about

my

son,

Jerry, taking out a BOXOFFICE subscription when he was 15 days old
and declaring what a swell paper
it was. Well, the kid is now six
months

old and

still reading

it."

Encouragement
The

Mainstreet

recently advertised
"No
paper:

dishes

in Racine,

Wis.,

in a local news-

given

away

Thurs-

It seems there is hope for pictures
on the screen yet.
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MONOGRAM HIKES TO 30 FEATURES; WESTERNS
STAY AT 16; SET $8,850,000 SALES QUOTA
Budgets Up 50 Per Cent
On 18 and 25 on 12,
Convention Hears

"Mr. Wong in Havana,” "Mr. Wong’s
Chinatown Squad" and “Mr. Wong in

and
“Sky
Marcia

New
York.”
John
Trent

are down for "Tomboy,” “Hoosier Schooldays,” "Haunted House” and “Kid Re-

will continue

the

Tailspin

Tommy character in “Aces of the Air,”
"Transcontinental Plane,” "Danger Flight,”

Chicago — Monogram has increased its
feature lineup from 26 this season to 30
next while westerns remain constant at
16. Eight John Wayne western reissues
bring the total schedule to 54. This was

Patrol.”
Mae Jones

(Continued

and

Jackie

on page

Moran

34)

porters.”

divulged at the company’s four-day sales
convention which terminated at the Drake
on

Sunday with individual meetings between franchise holders and George W.
Weeks, general sales manager.
The planned 30 are to be divided into
three groups. The top six are to be known
as W. Ray Johnston Anniversary Specials
to signalize the 25th year of the Monogram president in the industry. Twelve
are to be listed as Boxoffice Attractions
and another
Series.

dozen

as Showmen’s

Success

A sales quota of $8,850,000 representing
an increase of $2,505,000 over the current
session, is the company objective, W. Ray
Johnston, company president, told the
convention. Budgets are up 50 per cent on
18 of the new program and 25 per cent
on the final 12.
The

top pictures

will include;

“Rip Van Winkle,” based
by Washington Irving.

on

the

story

“Queen of the Yukon,” by Jack London.
“Son of the Navy,” by Grover Jones and
True Boardman.
“His Father’s Son," by Matt Taylor.
“Oliver Twist,” by Charles Dickens.
“Under Northern Lights,” suggested by
the words and music of Charles Wakefield Cadman.
Others will be:
“Freckles
ton-Porter.
Boris

Comes

Karloff

Home,”

in "Mr.

by Jean

Wong

These Monogram

Strat-

Vanishes,”

Men

Approach

New

Season

With High Hopes —

but here are the chief figures who attended and participated, directly or
otherwise, in the four-day meeting at the Drake, Chicago. The large photograph is W. Ray Johnston, president of Monogram. Flanking him on the right are Edward A. Golden, vice-president of distribution, and George W. Weeks, vice-president
in charge of sales. Below are Scott R. Dunlap, vice-president in charge of production, and Leon Fromkess, company treasurer. In the third panel are Norton V. Ritchey, general foreign manager ; Louis S. Lifton, director of advertising and publicity; John S. Harrington, manager of film and accessories; and Lloyd Lind, assistant to the sales manager. The panel
immediately below these four includes Charles Bigelow, production manager; Ralph Bettinson, foreign representative, and
E. B. Derr, Paul W. Malvern, William T. Lackey and Ed Finney, associate producers all.
The

28

annual

sales convention

is behind

them

now,
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in 21
including SATURDAY

EVENING

POST * COLLIER'S * LIBERTY
★LIFE * LOOK * TIME * PHOTOPLAY and all fan magazines
With

this

advance

to give this show

selling,

everything

get

ready

you've

got. . .

ONLY ANGELS
HAVE WINGS
PRINTED

IN

U.S.A.

A CAMPAIGN

CONTESTS
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As an incentive to all theatre managers and advertising men
to develop EXTRAORDINARY campaigns on ONLY ANGELS
HAVE WINGS, COLUMBIA will offer $4,000 in prizes for the best
campaigns inclusive of advertising, publicity and exploitation.
The contest is open to everyone and prizes will be awarded
strictly on the merits of the campaigns regardless of the sizes
of the communities. A committee of judges, to be announced
shortly, will make the awards.

FIRST PRIZE .... $1,000
TEN PRIZES ... of $300 each
® For further details watch trade paper advertising on ONLY ANGELS HAVE WINGS
and the next issue of The Columbia Mirror
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Outline of Policies at
Monogram

Not Officially Recorded

Meet
Chicago — One

(Continued

from page 28)

On Friday, Jack Kirsch, president of the
Allied of Illinois, and Morris Leonard,
president of the Chicago Exhibitors’ Ass’n,
delivered short messages on behalf of
their organizations. Elman, resident Chicago representative, made the address of
welcome. Dunlap reviewed the new product and Weeks, the course of the company’s activities during 1938-39.
Departmental

Jaffe, Monogram’s attorneys, spoke on
company development after which Johnston introduced Martin Spellman, youngster who appears with Jackie Cooper in
“Streets of New York.” John W. Mangham, Atlanta; John Franconi, Dallas, and
William Hurlburt, Detroit, preceded Golden whose topic was “Sell Monogram.”
John Balaban of B&K was down for
a brief talk at the opening of the Saturday session. Foreign affairs came within
the province of Norton V. Ritchey, general
foreign manager, and Norman Bede Rydge,
chairman of the board of British Empire
Films, Ltd., distributors for Monogram in
Australia. The remainder of the morning
session was turned over to Charles W.
Trampe,

Milwaukee; Sam Rosen, Philadelphia; Reginald Wilson, eastern division
manager; Mel Hulling, western division
manager; Joseph J. Felder, New York,
Steve Broidy, Boston, and John Trent,
Monogram star.
In the afternoon, Leon Fromkess, treasurer, was initial speaker. Howard Stubbins, Los Angeles franchise holder, followed. Manny Reiner, pressbook editor,
discussed exploitation and Joseph A.
Kehoe, manager of the non-theatrical department, his field. Dunlap thereafter
introduced Frankie Darro while Weeks and
Golden concluded the session. In the evening, the company held its seventh annual
banquet as part of the Johnston Silver
Jubilee observance.
Other New Yorkers here included
George West, franchise holder, and John

34

the World’s

Scotty Dunlap was the white-haired boy
of the gathering ... all the celluloid peddlers deluging him with nice words for
turning out “Streets ★ of New

York.”

Ray Johnston has been celebrating his
25th anniversary in the industry since the
start of the year and was feted by his
entire film family at a banquet Saturday.
*
Eddie Golden marched into the convention room with a six-gallon sombrero atop
his head and was greeted with wild “yippees” from the gang.
*

George Weeks raced from one huddle to
another with various franchise holders and
their salesmen, trading the newest Gotham gags for wisecracks from the hinterlands, in between sales confabs.

with his assortment
and jitterbugging.

of stories, funny faces
★

Henri Elman was a genial host at a
cocktail party at the Chicago exchange
Thursday afternoon. The office was
jammed with local exhibitors.
★

Martin Spellman, 12-year-old discovery
who scored in “Streets of New York,”
saw the sights with his mother under the
guidance
of Boston’s
Ben Welansky.

Steve

Broidy

and

*

The three Monogram musketeers handling arrangements were Lou Lifton, Johnny Harrington and Manny Reiner.
*

One of the gayest groups present was
the far west turnout comprised of Howard Stubbins, Ray Olmstead, M. J. McCarthy, F. H. Butler and G. P. Allen.
*

The most popular refrain was “How Do
You Do, Mr. Johnston” with Joe Felder,
Norton Ritchey, Leon Fromkess and William Jaffe hitting the high notes.
★

Frankie Darro, Monogram’s young action star, circulated around the hall and
won

friends. “He’s regular” was comment heard from everyone who met him.
★

Plans

In the afternoon, Louis S. Lifton, director of advertising and publicity, outlined
merchandising plans and Lloyd Lind the
benefits of cooperation with the contract
department. Thereafter came Edward Silverman and Sidney Spiegel of the Essaness
circuit. William Jaffe of Rosenblatt and

think

•k

Frankie Darro will star in “Arm of the
Law,” “East Side Kid,” “That Gang of
Mine” and “Boys of the City.”
Tex Ritter is down for eight westerns,
as is Jack Randall. Two of those in which
the latter will appear will be based on
stories by James Fenimore Cooper.
Informal meetings were held on Thursday in which Johnston, Scott R. Dunlap,
vice-president in charge of productions;
Edward A. Golden, vice-president in
charge of distribution; and Weeks were
the principals. That afternoon a reception and cocktail party were held in the
local exchange with Henri Elman host.
In the evening, franchise holders conferred and the advisory committee held a
dinner.

would

Fair was being held in Chicago from the
high-spirited exuberance of the Monogram
conventioneers. The film boys took over
the Drake, lock, stock and barrel.
★

George West

was the convention

jester,

S. Harrington, manager of films and accessories. The field delegation embraced:
Albany — E. E. Lowe.
Atlanta — John Mangham, Fred Mathis,
M. E. Wiman, Randall Bryan and P. H.
Savin.
Boston — Steve Broidy, Ben Welansky,
Leo F. Britton, Nat Furst, Eugene J. Cross
and Ben Stein.
Buffalo — Harry Berkson, Nathan R.
Sodikman and Mitchell Pantzer.
Charlotte — M. L. Stevens, W. E. Osborne, and J. E. McElroy.
Chicago — Henri Elman, Charles Lindau,
Morris Heilman, Jack Barry and Seymour
Borde.
Cincinnati — William Onie, Milton Gurian, Robert Drew and W. J. Burns.
Cleveland — Nate Schultz, Lee W. Chapman, Sam Schultz and Jack Finberg.
Dallas — Ed Blumenthal, John Franconi,
Connie Dreher, Jack Gruben and W. J.
Cammer.
Denver — Lon T. Fidler.
Des Moines — Forrest E. Judd and Walter Lohman.
Detroit — William Hurlbut, Jack Saxe, M.
Harlan Starr, Lou Greenley and George
Custer.
Indianapolis — Carl Harthill and Barney
Woolner.
Kansas City — Lester Durland, Ralph
Schertzer and M. G. Shackelford.
Los Angeles — Howard Stubbins, Ray
Olmstead and M. J. McCarthy.
Memphis — W. G. Carmichael and Joe
W. Jones.
Milwaukee — Charles W. Trampe,
ward C. Krofta, H. Edward Lurie
William Kent.
Minneapolis — Ben

Nathanson,

Edand

Charles

Hitting the night spots with the “Tailspin Tommy” of Monogram’s air dramas,
John Trent, were John Mangham, Nate
Furst, Harry Berkson, Sam Rosen and
Harry Bachman.
Weiner and Morris W. Steinman.
New Haven — Philip Sherman.
New Orleans — Harry Spann and W. C.
Aiken.
New York — Joseph J. Felder, William
Moses, Charles Penser, Ben Schwartz, Irving Landis and Sol Kravitz.
Oklahoma City — Carr Scott, Claude A.
York, R. J. Clark and G. E. Benjamin.
Omaha — S. J. Francis and Elmer
Huhnke.
Philadelphia — Sam Rosen, Charles C.
Hite, Samuel Palan, W. Z. Porter and Moe
Sherman.
Pittsburgh — Mark Goldman, Jack
Cohen, William Leibler and Saul Perliman.
Portland — Cecil Fames.
St. Louis — Robert Taylor, Lester Levy
and Bert Day.
Salt Lake City — W. W. McKendrick and
A. K. Shepherd.
San Francisco — F. H. Butler and G. P.
Allen.
Seattle — A. M.
Matin.

Goldstein

and

D.

D.

Washington — Harry Bachman, Ben Oletsky, Harry Crull and F. E. Taylor.

Jackie Cooper Reported
Balking on Contract
Chicago — Although

Jackie

Cooper

ap-

peared in two pictures on the current season’s lineup, his name thus far is absent
from Monogram’s new program. It is understood the youthful star is demanding
exacting terms from the company which
gave him a new start. He may later be
signed for at least one.
BOXOFFICE
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Films Loom Large in
Telecasting Plans
(Continued from page 6)
and abbreviated features have been largely used.
United Artists recently turned over to
NBC a print of “Return of the Scarlet
Pimpernel” for telecasting. Having no
theatre affiliations, where the competition
of telecasts of films on home receivers
might be felt, UA spokesmen say they are
willing to cooperate with the new medium
until accounts they serve look upon it
with disfavor. The same attitude appears
to have been adopted by Columbia, Universal and 20th Century-Pox. Although
the latter has a heavy interest in National Theatres, these houses are almost
entirely in the mid-west and on the coast.
At present, only audiences within a 50mile radius of New York are able to pick
up telecasts. The Don Lee System on the
coast is in the experimental stage with
television. M-G-M, a spokesman declared,
is “watching” television, and has not taken
a definite stand about offering films.
Warner seems to stand alone in a contrary attitude. The company is committed to a “policy of not cooperating,
taking the position that it wants to stave
off the evil as long as possible,” an executive declared. NBC answers with: “No one
has anything to gain by putting blocks before television. People will still want to
go to the movies. Everyone throught radio
would displace newspapers as far as spot
new was concerned. People are still buying nev/spapers. And radio is helping
them

buy more.”
For

23 Hours

Weekly

Of the 23 hours of television scheduled
each week by NBC, 13 will be largely devoted to films, although these will be
interspersed with occasional outdoor shots.
The films will be shown on Wednesdays,
between 4 and 8 p. m.; Thursdays, between
11 a. m. and 4 p. m., and again on Fridays,
between 4 and 8 p. m. This schedule,
including the provisions for telecasting
films, has been set up by NBC, “and are
subject to repetition and change.”
It is estimated millions of visitors to
the fair will learn about television as a
direct result of the exhibits now in operation by RCA, General Electric and Westinghouse. Each of these companies has
provided either auditoriums with as many
as 200 seats, or standing room for patrons
to see the telecasts on stock receivers.
Within the walls of the RCA Building,
the theory and practice of television will
be demonstrated in seven distinct sections:
The Hall of Television, Television Laboratory, Radio Living Room of Tomorrow,
“Telemobile” Unit, television camera setup and model television transmitter,
“Flask” type television receiver and television receiver in a clear glass cabinet. The
main exhibit will be 13 of the latest stock
model receivers and a projection type receiver which will focus on a 6-by-10 foot
screen.
General Electric will give its fair guests
not only an opportunity to see television in
action, but to take part in its programs.
A talent director will take them before the
BOXOFFICE

:: May

E. T. Carr Terms Television
Formidable Competition
Hollywood

— The

British

industry

First Columbia Meet
is

Gets Lineup Data

gravely concerned over the great strides
television is making, Edward T. Carr states.
According to United Artists’ co-managing
director in England, the feeling generally
is that television has become a formidable
competitive factor.
Here for the convention, Carr had little
to say over the report he is talking a new
deal with UA except, “the contract still
has a few months to run.”
On television he spoke more freely. He
believes the one advantage the industry
has is that control lies in the hands of
film men.
“I think,” he says, “television may sweep
the country the way talking pictures did.
People literally fought their way into the
theatres to see the televised photos of the
Farr-Burman fight.”
As for the competitive angle, Carr maintains it can be eliminated by combining
mutual interests in a sane and far-sighted
manner.
British production, he says, is starting
to pick up. One result of the quota, Carr
affirms, is that it caused the making of
bigger and better pictures. They are not
making as many but the quality has improved, he adds.
camera and give them a short course in
acting for their own amusement and that
of their friends in the audience. A studio
in the GE building will be equipped with
a number of receivers, a camera and
transmitting equipment. The receivers
will be able to pick up all television programs broadcast in the New York area.
Visitors to the Westinghouse exhibit also
will be invited to speak and act for a few
minutes before a television camera. They
will go through their paces in a glassed-in
studio and the crowd in an adjacent
room will hear their voices and see their
images on one of 12 Westinghouse receiving sets. About 125 persons can be accommodated at a time.
Ford

also shows signs of being television-minded. A receiver is being installed in the executive lounge of the Ford
display for the entertainment of guests as
a means of advertising the company’s cars.
The idea is described as a gesture of
courtesy and not as an indication that
Ford will enter television manufacturing.
Further indicating the potentialities of
films in television, NBC has sent Max Gordon, television advisor, to Hollywood to
“study the use of film for television broad-

casts.”

Makes Bob Taylor
A Cowpuncher

Hollywood — Robert Taylor has been
presented, by Barbara Stanwyck, with
a western saddle and bridle to match.
They are artistically handcarved from
dark tan leather, highlighted with dark
brown leather and trimmed in highly
polished copper. The saddle
cially designed for roping.
Steer?

is espe-

(Continued

from page 24)

sales; Max J. Weisfeldt, short subjects; A1
Seligman, accessories; Sam Liggett, nontheatricals, and Maurice Grad, sales promotion.
The home office group here also includes
Abe Schneider, treasurer; L. Jaffe, H. C.
Kaufman, G. Josephs, Milton Hannock,
W. Brennan, Frank McGrann, A1 Sherman,
B. E. Zeeman, V. Borrelli, Arnold Picker,
Irving Moross, J. Freiberg, S. Raisler, T.
McCue, Irving Sherman, Harry Takiff, R.
H. Sachs, L. Hanower, F. J. Barry, R. Bach
and representatives from Australia, Puerto
Rico, Cuba and Mexico.
Men from the field are:
Albany — Phil Fox, branch manager; E.
Hichstim, J. Armm, M. Cohn and S. Goldberg, salesmen.
Atlanta — Sam Moscow, southern division
manager; W. W. Anderson, branch manager; B. A. Wallace, U. T. Koch, E. B.
Foster and S. Laird, salesmen.
Boston — I. H. Rogovin, branch manager;
E. Cohen, S. Simons, T. A. Donahue, H.
Olshan, J. Wolf and A. Barry, salesmen.
Buffalo — Joe Miller, branch manager;
C. H. Ferguson, J. Bullwinkel, J. Lindsay
and C. Harter, salesmen.
Charlotte — R. J. Ingram, branch manager; G. Roscoe, R. D. Williamson and C.
Patterson, salesmen.
Cincinnati — A. S. Moritz, branch manager; C. R. Palmer, H. W. Pullman, L. E.
Davis, P. Niland and J. Curran, salesmen.
Cleveland — L. Zucker, branch manager;
M. Glick, J. Share, S. Gerson, O. Bloom
and G. B. Vojae, salesmen.
Dallas — J. B. Underwood, branch manager; H. Craver, W. L. Penn, J. L. McKinney, W. S. Hurst, and A. M. Whitcher,
salesmen.
Memphis — J. J. Rogers, branch
ger; H. Kohn, T. B. Haynes, H. A.
man, salesmen.
New Haven — T. F. O’Toole, branch
men. ager; B. J. Lourie and S. Swirsky,

manaChrismansales-

New Orleans — H. Duvall, branch manager; J. Winberry and J. J. Fabacher,
salesmen.
New York — N. Cohn, N. Y. state division
manager; I. Wormser and S. Trauner,
branch managers; J. Sokoloff, S. Schussel,
M. Fraum, J. Wenisch, E. Helouis and S.
Feinblum, salesmen.
Oklahoma City — C. A. Gibbs, branch
manager; J. A. Smith, S. Gibbs and J. P.
Hudgens, salesmen.
Philadelphia — H. E. Weiner, branch
manager; J. Schaeffer, D. Korson, W.
men.
Bethell, M. Goldstein and L. Wurtele, salesPittsburgh — A. H. Levy, branch manager; S. Sugarman, J. Gins, C. B. Kosco,
G. Tice and J. Kohler, salesmen.
Washmgton — S. A. Galanty, mideast division manager; O. D. Weems, J. B. Walsh,
C. A. Wingfield, N. Caplon and J. Kushner,
salesmen.
A1 Lowe
New

York — A1

to Africa
Lowe,

United

newly appointed managing
South Africa, sails on June
his post.

Artists’

director for
3 to assume
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RAZY' Sam Houston has been
-< given a first-rate screen bioAlraphy in ‘'Man of Conquest.”
of Rehough the film is a product
turns
usually
which
lublic Pictures,
>ut •'quickies.” there is nothing sliphod about this Capitol offering. On
he contrary, it is a handsome and
•emarkably faithful historical phooplav— the peer of any of the moes into
1011 picture’s recent research
he burgeoning period of our West.
a solid
giving
Dix
Richard
With
*nd powerful portrayal of the title
-ole fine supporting characterizations and fast-paced direction, it is
in instructive and vastly entertaining show
One of the greatest of our pioneer
fighters and statesmen was not
balled crazy for nothing. It is to the
everlasting credit of "Man of Conquest” that it makes no bones about
Houston's frailties, but presents him
With

all the

contradictions

of per-

sonality that make for a man rather
•han a mere figure. The film introduces him as he is enlisting in Andrew Jackson's army of squirrel
hunters which beat the British at
New Orleans, it resolutely documents the Houston carousing which
broke up his first marriage and
prows him torn between personal
power and patriotism begreed forefor
his valiant defense of Texas
aWhich led to that state's incorpor
tion in the Union. The narrative is
inevitably sketchy, but it rings curibuslv true
To a large extent this is due to
the fact that few of the principals
have been definitely typed. The players in "Man of Conquest” fit their
roles persuasively, as they did in
^Stagecoach,” and the result is a
film which really evokes the past.
Instead of using it as a springboard
lor the exploitation of personalities.
When Houston goes on a four-month
Idrunk after his wife leaves him.
when he champions the Cherokee
biidian nation, pits his wits and
loyalties against those of Andrew
Jackson, or changes from an exploiter of Texas to the avenger of
ilhe Alamo, the human texture of
ithc screen drama is not only rich
in color and excitement, but it is
highly convincing.
i Mr Dix reclaims all of his past
benown

in his steady and many faceted portrayal of the Tennessee
jtitan who made American expansion
jinto the Southwest possible. He
looks and acts the part of "a common man.” searching restlessly for
a place to stretch his soul in a
country of rapidly shifting frontiers.
He succeeds thereby in stamping
the production with its Individual
character and making it cohesive.
It is good to see him playing at the
top of his form again. Edward Ellis
is little 6hort of triumphant as
Andrew Jackson. Gail Patrick is
definitely acceptable as Margaret
Lea, who is a romantic foil for
Houston in the latter portions of
the photoplay, and Robert Barrat
gives a vivid impersonation of Davey
Crockett of Alamo fame. For that
matter, the whole company knows
its business and acquits itself in excellent manner.
While tlje script spans too many
years not to be episodic. George
Nichols Jr. has staged it with considerable suspense and continuity.
There are some rather obvious montage effects, but when the action
reaches a genuine climax, such as
the battle on the banks of the San
Jacinto, when Houston whipped
Santa Ana’s superior forces, the
film becomes a splendid martial
pageant. Always the situations are
based on character and authentic
incident rather than the romantic
conceptions which Hollywood so
frequently employs In its reconstructions of vanished eras. "Man
of Conquest” is a notable and intriguing
addition to the screen's
collection of Americana.

Richard Dix Enacts
Houston With Gusto

jNtttr Hflrk
Man of Conquest,’ a Spectacle-Charged Biography of
Sam Houston, Reminds the Capitol of the Alamo
By FRANK

By KATE CAMERON.
“Man of Conquest,” Republic picture, screen play by Wells Root,
E. E. Paramore Jr. and Jan Fortune based on story by Harold Shumate
and Wells Root, directed by George Nicholls Jr. and presented at the
Capitol Theatre.

S. NUGENT

Hollywood's Good Neighbor program, so proudly begun by the
Warners' ■'Juarez” went into full
when Republic's
•retreat
Man ofyesterday
Conquest” swept into the
Capitol with the war cry, Remember the Alamo' and a jubilant reenactment of the rout of Santa
Ana's army at San Jacinto. It is
not a tactful film, but it’s a remarkably good one, colorful, vigorous and dramatic. It is based,
of course, on the life of Sam Houston, one of the stormiest petrels in
our national history, and it cunningly justifies the revolution in
Texas and its subsequent annexation by the United States as a vicship. tory of democracy over dictatorEven Andy Jackson is privileged
to make a forward-looking comment upon that theme. “Up in
you said we'd buried
Washington
freedom
under a pile of dirty politics.” he tells Sam Houston. "Well,
just remember that America is still
the land of the free— and there's
many a brow-beaten people who'd
trade their dictatorships in a minute for a good dose of our dirty
politics. Not that our brand of
freedom ain’t got its faults
couldn't help it being run by ornery
humans like Congressmen and you
But I reckon that the
and me
United States is still the only place
in the world where a man can cuss
the President out loud and all the
President can do is cuss back or
else go flshin'. That’s what I call
democracy.”
Or good old homespun philosophy
which sanctifies a cleverly staged
land-grab and chiritably ignores—
or blames on white renegades— the
bilking of the Cherokees and the
scrapping of their treaties.
the picBut that is apart from discredit
ture itself and should not
an admain,
the
in
is,
it
For
it.
mirably contrived biography, honest
sodmention Houston's makenough to among
the Indians,
den spree
ing dramatic capital of his progression from self-aggrandizing adventurer to instrument of national
developmert. Houston, as Richard
Dix has pHyed him, is a full-bodied
portrait, earthy, human and virile.
Scarcely less notable is Edward
Ellis's performance of Andrew
godJackson. Houston’s political ation
father. By a strict interpret
Hickory
the film’s Oldion
script,
the
of
would have been combinat
saint
and prophet Mr. Ellis, with a lift
of an eyebrow or a twitch of the
mouth, has managed to suggest
that the halo is gilded, that Andy
was the wily old rascal history
proves him to be, a statesman of
highly practical idealism.
The picture finds Houston almost
at the beginning of his astonishing
career, but whisks him quickly
through all its early stages and does
not pause until he has resigned
the governorship of Tennessee because of the Eliza Allen scandal.
It hurries forward again, through
his wound-licking sojourn with
the Cherokees, to the Texas campaign with the massacre of the
Alamo and, climactically, the surging charge of the outnumbered
Texans through the siesta-numbed
ranks of the Santa Annans. And
before the effect of the battle spectacle has had time to wear off, the
picture telescopes the seven years
between Texan independence and
Texan annexation and ends— with a
victory for Jacksonian democracy
over Mexican dictatorship.
Obviously, not a good-neighborly
attitude, but a picture well worth
seeing and hearing.

rkllto-Telegram

“Man of Conquest”
Called Epic Film
By

Richard Dix as Sam Houston
Comes Into His Own Again.
WILLIAM

BOEHNEL.

a
st”ingenterConque
Salute with twenty-one guns
"Man
And how
It Is
beginn
very
the of
tains! From
of
fine, rousing, spectacular blend
called
stuff, heroic
vibrant
strong,
Americanism and adventure
rough,
scope,
in
g
In characterization, sweepin
"Man of Conquest,” at the Capitol,
It deals
which not only sounds the clarion majestic In sentiment, for builder
with a two-fisted empire
call of freedom
and democracy
In a colorful and courageous era
when a young but mighty nation was
in high, resoundrd and southward
spreading westwa
ing notes but
and when men and women thought
mesrelatessage its
of liberty
not only of their sacred rights for
and the right of
the day but for the future as well.
man to govern
Here, then, is the very stuff of which
made and
patriotic spectacles areplayer
himself In a vigs have
authors, director and
orous, colorful,
It.
of
best
and
most
the
made
thrilling manner.
Houston,
This is the story of Sam
Salute,
too. the
mer prestige
as WU|Uun BoehneL
soldier, politician, adventurer, man
return to his forof the people and lover of liberty
an actor, forthpraise, of
right, capable beyond
t had such
Richard Dix. whoSamhasn’
Houston since
a meaty role as
"Cimarron.
the days he appeared Inof Conquest
What makes "Man
simple fact
the
is
Is
It
the epic film
action
that it never once sacrifices
propaor drama on the altar of
,
ganda. In its simple, direct beautiful prose It restates the principles
foundwi
on which this nation was
world
and will continue to exist
it does
without end. God willing, but
that withso with a full realization
ct, without susout dramatic confli
ge, no
oense and action its messa
re isn
matter how fiery or since
For It is
worth a hoot in hell.
tain.
,, before
truism of the cinema that
first enter
you can preach you must
Strong. Vibrant Stuff.

s
Houston'
begins with
Allen,
and Justice.
to Eliza
firstItmarriage
unhappy
how he becomes a member of the
the
at
Cherokee tribe out of disgust
treatment he has received from the
white men. how he gives up his Indian allegiance In a deal with Andrew
save the redmen's land,
Jackson to
and how, finally, he leads the Texans
to victory against Mexico and marries Margaret Itea.
A Career Story.

of
In its outline it Is a career story
but in Its
an, ed,
Americ
a pioneer
ce ing
simply
a dignifi
It Is
substan
stated plea for liberty and Justice as
well as a rip-snorting, red-blooded
siory of love and adventure, which
you cannot afford to miss.
The cast is excellent Richard Dix.
long one of the finest actors on the
screen, comes into his own again as
Houston, giving a performance that
is matchless In its conception and
execution. Joan Fontaine is properly pretty and fragile as Eliza, Gall
Patrick Is stanch and true as Margaret Lea and thert is a truly fine
characterization by Edward Ellis as
Andrew Jackson. The others in the
cast include Victory Jory. Robert
Barrat. Oeorge Hayes. Ralph Morgan, Robert Armstrong. C. Henry
Gordon. Janet Beecher and Pedro
de Cordoba, and they couldn't be lm- ,

It’s good to have Richard Dix
hack on the screen in the kind of
role he can handle with confidence
and the gusto which he put into his
memorable
performance
of “Cimarron’s” Yancey
Cravat. The
role of
Sam Houston, in the Capitol’s “Man
of Conquest,”
to
order
for him. has
He been
gives made
us the
doughty avenger of the Alamo in a'
highly
light. He but
is aa
hero of sympathetic
fictional proportions,
man, for all that. He is a fighter,
politician and a man of action who
knows what he wants and gets it.
George Nichols Jr., who directed
the film for Republic Pictures, has
done a fine job in catchin., the
spirit and movement of the times.
He keeps the story moving at a fast
pace and he handles the big fight■~g scenes with superb generalship.
A Faithful Record.
The picture is a faithful outline
of Sam Houston’s colorful life. It
begins with his political campaign
foi governor when his fellow Tennesseean, Andrew Jackson, takes
the stump for him. It takes Sam
through his marriage to pretty
17-year-old Eliza Allen, the unhappy period of drunkenness following Elizas desertion and his
resignation from office.
It skims over the period of his
service with the Cherokee Indians
and follows him through his romance with Margaret Lea and the
stiinng adventure in Texas when
he, as head of a small army of
Texans, wrested the state from
Mexico by defeating Gen. Santa
Anna at Jacinto.
The Jacinto battle scene is thrillIngly done. Santa Anna is lured
into position and, at the psychological moment, Houston strikes with
his inferior force to the battle cry
of “Remember the Alamo.”
The cast supporting Richard Dix
is an able one. Edward Ellis gives
impressive picture of Jackson,
as campaigner and President. Joan
Fontaine is a pretty, petulant Eliza
and Gail Patrick is lovely in the
more ton’s
sympathetic
second wife.

role of Hous-

The balance of the excellent cast
includes Victor Jory as Travis;
Robert Barrat as Davey Crockett;
George
Hayes as
Sam’s faithful
friend, Lannie
Upchurch;
Ralph
Morgan as the peace-loving Stephen
Austin, who tried to keep the
Americans of Texas from open rebellion against the Mexicans; Robert Armstrong as Jim Bowie, and
C. Henry Gordon as the Mexican
General, Santa Anna.
There is a sweep and bigness to
the latter part of the picture that
is tremendously impressive, and
the whole historical setting, from
Tenessee to Washington to Texas,
Is intensely interesting.
This is the most important picture that Republic has made for
several years and the result justifies the time, trouble and money
expended

on it.
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posed Secession when that was the
most unpopular thing a man could
do in Texas.
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A bang-up historical drama, the Capitol Theatre’s “Man
of Conquest” tells the story of Sam Houston and the fight for
Texas independence from Mexico. It’s also the first milliondollar production from the studios of Republic Pictures, whose product has hitherto been on the low budget side and
whose initial ambitious venture is a satisfactory one.
Filmed on a large and sweeping
scale, the picture is packed with action,
offering stirring battle scenes, Indian
fights and an interesting recreation of a
colorful period in American history. The
climax, of course, is the battle of San
Jacinto, an impressively staged sequence
in which the Texas soldiers defeat Mex- j
ico’s troops with the rousing war cry.
“Remember the Alamo.”
Richard Dix, starred in the title I
role, gives a convincing performance and $| »
is assisted bv a large and able cast. Characterizing him as an adventurer, poll- cu»i •» hero in Tuns’
the film is a biograph- ,l*ht ,or ,r"donl
and soldier,
ticianaccount
ical
of Houston from the days when he trapped andl
hunted with the Cherokees until the time when he helped bring)
about the annexation of Texas bv the Union.

BROADWAY-N.y.C

JJost

!2ork

Colorful Career of Sam Houston
Faithfully Taken From Biography
By ARCHER
The lives of most men need considerable dramatic needling to make
them adequate scenarios for movie
thrills. Even historical figures
the center of great events require
the molding of the fletioneer. But
the life of General Sam Houston,
liberator of Texas from Mexican

MOVIE METEK-n
rule. Governor of Tennessee and
Texas, United States Senator, intimate of President Andrew Jackson
and adopted son of a Cherokee
Indian chief sounds like the pink
elephant phase of a Hollywood
scenarist
you seeTheatre
“Man of
Conquest"
at When
the Capitol
your
natural
assumption is that Republic Pictures,
an outfit given to sensational West-,
erns, couldn’t control itself. But
reference to the authoritative !ITe

His friendship with Andrew 1
of Sam Houston, “The Raven,” writJackson, whom he joined at New
ten by Marquis James, reveals an
astonishing thing. "Man of ConOrleans, his campaign for Governorship of Tennessee, his unhappy first marriage and his
adoption by the Cherokee tribe
are traced in considerable detail
Iduring the first part of the film.
The second half of the picture
concerns itself with Houston’s part
in the history of Texas.
By EILEEN CREELMAN.
And it's the second half that
contains most of the action, showHollywood is continuing to discover America. Its latest
ing Houston starting off to carve
an empire for himself in the
bit of flag-waving, “Man of Conquest” at the Capitol
Theater, is a more welcome picture than most. This is
Southwest and ready to lead other
adventurers in a revolution that
sound melodrama, a spectacular outdoor piece with a real
would make Texas a *free state.
Opposed at first by Stephen
character to lead its action. “Man of Conquest,” in fact,
Austin, who did not want to fight
is one of the best American historical films in a year filled
Mexico’s general. Santa Anna, he
with good Westerns.
swings both Austin and his folPerhaps "Man of Conquest” is an
This is the story of Sam Houston, <lpic. It’s a most worth while piclowers to his side after Santa
ture anyway Richard Dix, the
who was quite a man. The title,
Anna’s massacre of the garrison
hero of "Cimarron,” plays Sam
of the Alamo. And. persuaded by
in ‘ spite or because of its blatantly Houston with a vigor and intelliJackson, now President, of the
dramatic quality, exactly suits Sam
gence that brings the character to
necessity for Texas becoming part
Houston. He was just that, a man i'fe Edward Ellis, the doctor of
of the Union, he leads his men to
"A
Man
to Remember.” is Andrew
of conquest, fiercely ambitious,
victory at San Jacinto
Jackson, a colorful character and
eager to lead, willing to fight. He
Patriotic in theme and vigorwell played. Gail Patrick is the
seems to have been in and out of
courageous, understanding Marously handled, the picture is good
trouble all his life. Always he had
garet, and Joan Fontaine the first
entertainment. In addition to Mr.
good
friends.
Usually
he
had
a
"’ife. who was terrified by her husDix the cast includes Edward Elfight
on
his
hands.
band
and by his life.
lis, who contributes a believable
"Man of Conquest" tells of some
"Man of Conquest” takes in quite
portrait of Andrew Jackson; Gail
of those fights, tells of them in
a lot of territory, wandering from
Patrick, who is charming as the
strong dramatic terms, remember- Tennessee to Arkansas, to Wash
young woman wno became Houng that motion pictures should ington, and down into Texas, then
move, that audiences enjoy action.
ston's second wife, even thougn
part of Mexico. The political drarrfa
Man of Conquest" gives them
she’s a bit too glamorously made
action, from that first glimpse of of the book is particularly interestup for a pioneer girl. C. Henry
ing in this year of 1939, once more
Gordon, as Santa Anna; Ralph
young Sam coming home from a
ear of hunting with the Indians demonstrating that one's viewpoint
Morgan as David Crockett, and
all depends upon what country is
through his political success, his
Robert Armstrong, Robert Barrat
seizing whose land. The American
tragic marriage with Eliza Allen, settlers
and George Hayes as a few of the
in Mexico were dissatisfied
his flight -back to the Indians, and with the Government. With Sam
fast-shooting citizens of the day.
that last wild adventure in Texas.
It was Sam Houston who brought
Texas into ths Union; and it was
really Texas who brought Sam
Houston into the Union too. His
conquest of that State made him
realize for the first time that he
was really a white man, and an
American.
All this makes for grand frontier
drama, and as stirring a spectacle
as the movies have given us for a
.ong time. Hollywood likes to describe this type of fiim as an epic.

Needless to say, this astonishing
life cannot be covered completely
hi the compass of a feature-length
picture. I must confess that the acting and production values, while a
prodigious advance for a small company like Republic, are undistinguished compared to epic efforts of
a major company.
Richard Dix is a sincere and
straightforward actor but incapable

WINSTEN

a brilliant interpreof projecti
quest"
followsaccuracy,
Houston'somitting
life wi'h
tation of a nghistorica
l figure. Joan.
praiseworthy
or
Fontaine as his first wife and Gail
telescoping incidents only because
Patrick
as his second are a couple
there
are
limits
to
time,
footage
and
scenery.
of good-looking actresses.
Barrat and Robert ArmstroRobert
ng as
When you see Houston drowning
Davey Crockett and Jim Bowie are
his sorrows among the Indians, connothing out of the ordinary. George
suming whisky out of what seems
to be a Vat 69 four-fifths, remember Hayes, the comic figure of the "Hopthat the real Houston, a hero of Gar- along Cassidy" series, figures as
Houston’s companion on his long
gantuan proportions, drowned that
sorrow in barrels, not bottles. Nine drunk. That’s all right, but there
again Hayes is just Hayes. He
barrels, to be exact: four of Monongahela whisky, one com. one co- doesn’t help create the illusion of
gnac. one gin, one rum and one wine. 1830 in the Midwest. Our familiar’
takes over
The Cherokees, his adopted brothers, villain, C. Henry Gordon,
the villain’s role as Santa Ana.
began calling him “Ar-dee-tah- Victor Jory as William Travis Only
and
ekee," which means 'Big Drunk.” Edward Ellis
as Andrew Jackson
This period followed his Govergive
more
to their roles than the
norship of Tennessee, which he had
resigned due to the mysterious
honest, journeyman minimum.
tragedy of his first marriage. Before
The lion's share of the praise for
that he had been a pioneer, a sol- “Man of Conquest" goes to Sam
dier of reckless courage and a
Houston,
the pioneer who lived a
friend of the Indians. Afterwards
he returned to sobriety, fighting a ready-made movie scenario just M
if it were a man's life. All the producers had to do was try to come
reasonably close. They did very
well, all thmgs considered.

canny military campaign against the
Mexicans, becoming the President
of Texas, and later its Governor
when it entered the Union.
When the Civil War came Sam
Houston, whose, physical courage
had never been in question, rose to
heights of moral courage. He op-
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Houston at their head, they rebelled and took Texas away from
Mexico. "Man of Conquest” looks
upon this with approval, and makes
the settlers' revenge for the Alamo
a rip-roaring battle. If Republic
can keep up to the standard of
this, its first big picture, there will
be a new company to reckon with
among the major studios.

THE INDEPENDENT
MAJOR COMPANY

Dallas Variety Grabs
Convention for 1940
By GENE RICH
Detroit — Showmanship as done in the
south was displayed by the Dallas delegation to the Variety convention in grabbing the sixth annual conclave for the
Texas city, in 1940.
The convention routine will closely follow that of this year in the Auto City,
and will open on Thursday, April 18, to
run the customary three days. Bob O’Donnell, chief barker of Dallas, will be general chairman.
The get-together closed here with a bang
Saturday night when over 600 barkers from
the 21 tents in the United States, plus
top film and circuit executives, gathered
for the annual stag banquet in the BookCadillac Hotel.
All national officers were re-elected for
another term. They include: John Harris,
Pittsburgh, national chief barker; Duke
Clark, Cleveland, national first assistant
chief barker; John J. Maloney, Pittsburgh,
national second assistant chief barker;
Frank Drew, Cleveland, national property
master, and James G. Balmer, Pittsburgh,
national dough guy.
National canvassmen — one selected from
each tent with the requirement that he be
a present or past chief barker — were
chosen as follows: Ira H. Cohn, Pittsburgh: W. C. Pullin, Columbus; Allan
Moritz, Cincinnati; Ray Colvin, St. Louis;
William Carlson, Detroit; Nat Wolf, Cleveland; Jake Lavene, Buffalo; Dick Biechele,
Kansas City; Marc Wolf, Indianapolis;
Abe Lichtman, Washington; Earle Sweigert, Philadelphia; Charles Trampe, Milwaukee; Walter Green, Omaha; Robert
O’Donnell, Dallas; Everett Bennett, Dayton; Lou Rome, Baltimore; M. A. Lightman, Memphis, and William Jenkins, Atlanta.
One of the outstanding reports to the
convention was that by Texas’ Bob O’Donnell on “Good of Variety,” during which
he made numerous suggestions for charitable work that were accepted by the delegates. Other members of this committee
were Max Stern, Columbus, and J. J.
Oulahan, Cincinnati. From his report came
the following additional activities to be
undertaken by Variety:
1. National Variety award, to be presented annually, to the man or woman in
the United States, who, in the opinion
of the national board of Variety, has done
the outstanding humanitarian work of
the year. The national officers voted later
to award the 1938 plaque to Father Flanagan, director of the nationally-known
Boys Town, near Omaha.
Future awards will be chosen from
names selected by editors of nationallyknown magazines and newspapers.
2. An award, in the form of a plaque,
to be presented to the Variety tent which
in that year has carried on the most worthy charitable activities, in the opinion
of the national board. This will be presented at the annual convention.
3. The national organization will purchase portable incubators, equipped with
oxygen tent connections, for premature
babies. These will be placed at the discontinued on page 42)
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Under the Big Top
William F. Rodgers, M-G-M sales manager, and his aides — Tom Connors, Eddie
Saunders and Jack Flynn — were busy dishing out some

of M-G-M’s

noted “friendli-

Nat and Jules Levy, the RKO brothers,
ness.”about the hotel everywhere . . . Ned
were
Depinet was one of the late arrivals on
Saturday afternoon, coming in from Chicago, just in time for the banquet.
Dave Palfreyman of the MPPDA office
was pinch-hitting capably for his chief,
Will Hays.

MPTOA’s Ed Kuykendall was one of the
early birds in. Ed was complaining about
A1 Steffes making him a member of the
transportation committee of the national
Allied convention to be held in June in
Minneapolis. “It’s
me from Alabama
but he didn’t even
chairman,” kidded

not so bad that he put
instead of Mississippi,
make me a committee
Ed.

Bob O’Donnell, leading the gang from
Dallas, has a lot of ideas for putting on
the next convention . . . Bill Jenkins rushed east right after the close, to attend
the opening of the World’s Fair the next
noon. He is on Grover Whalen’s general
advisory committee . . . Henderson M.
Richey was another filmite flying east . . .
John H. Harris was all set to take the
train back to Pittsburgh half an hour
after the banquet was finished.
Among those introduced at the banquet
were Herman Robbins, Harry Kalmine,
Rube Jackter, T. J. Connors, Maurice Milligan, Jules Levy, Harry Dembow, George
Weeks, George Trendle, Detroit Tigers’
Hank Greenberg, Neil Agnew, Max A.
Cohen of New York, and all national officers and canvassmen.

$250,000 for Charity
From Variety Clubs
Detroit — The 21 Variety Clubs of America have pledged a quarter million dollars
to be spent for charitable activities in
their cities this coming year.
Each tent, however, pledged it would
pass its quota as was done this year. This
year’s total was to have been $175,000,
but reports of the Variety tents totaled
$250,000.
There was a keen rivalry between the
various tents in reporting their charitable
activities.
The sincerity of Variety in carrying on
its charitable work — known as “The Heart
of Variety” — was illustrated in the address by the national chief barker, John
Harris, Pittsburgh. Harris asked each group
to establish a definite charity and to center all activities on that organization.
“Tie to some charity that makes your
efforts worth while,” said Harris. “You’ll
never know the thrill and joy until you
experience it yourself in going to some
home

and giving poor unfortunate children a little love and affection which they

never get in an institution. Then you’ll
know what real success for your tent is.”
Approximate pledges for next season’s
charities from each tent: Pittsburgh, $50,000: Columbus, $6,000; Cincinnati, $12,500;
St. Louis, $3,000; Detroit, $15,000; Cleveland, $11,000; Buffalo, $5,000; Kansas City,
$6,000; Indianapolis, $5,000; Washington,
$15,000; Minneapolis, $17,500; Philadelphia, $15,000; Milwaukee, $10,000; Omaha,
$10,000; Dallas, $30,000; Dayton, $1,500;
Baltimore, $10,000; Memphis, $3,000, and
Atlanta, $5,000.
Several of the clubs have special chairmen for the “Heart of Variety” charity.
Among these: Dr. I. A. Wise, Pittsburgh;
J. F. Luft, Columbus; Ray Colvin, St.
Louis; Arthur Robinson, Detroit; Harry
Goldstein, Cleveland; Elmer Lux, Buffalo;
A. H. Cole, Kansas City; Ben Amsterdam,
Philadelphia, and Eddie Shafton, Omaha.

Trend of the Times Is
A Convention Topic
Detroit — Trends of the times in the industry were found among the conversations
of the exhibitors and distributors attending the Variety convention here.
And plenty of 1939-40 deals were put on
the fire here to be finished at a later date.
The influence of films upon children
was a topic that aroused a strong reaction. A leader in one section of the
country cited the effect of the Dead End
kids upon his own young son, saying his
— Jim West Photo

National Oiiicers —
As re-elected at the Variety Club convention in Detroit. Seated. I, left to
right: Duke Clark, Columbus, first
assistant chief barker; John Harris,
Pittsburgh, chief barker; John J.
Maloney, Pittsburgh, second assistant
chief barker. Standing: Frank Drew,
Cleveland, property master, and James
G. Balmer, Pittsburgh, dough guy.

youngster many times imitates the activities of the film rascals.
Similarly, this exhibitor said that in a
recent cartoon a big safety pin became
animated and chased children. By the
same token, his youngster was afraid that
a safety pin would do the same to him.
Double features were decried in the
main by exhibitors everywhere about the
convention halls. Here, where the dual
policy is almost universal, exhibitors gathered in clusters with the thought that they
are “agin ’em.”
BOXOFFICE
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At Least 32 From
On

Adolphe

from

will direct, with
Menjou

page 23)
Joan

Bennett

and

co-starred.

“Of Mice and
Steinbeck’s book.
rect and produce.

Men,’’ based on John
Lewis Milestone will di-

“1,000,000 B. C.” described as "an
imaginative picturization of the beginning
of time.’’
“Captain Caution,"
Kenneth Roberts.

from

the

novel

by

The fifth is a picturization of a novel
by Thome Smith.
Roach also will unite Laurel and Hardy
in four.
Small will make seven.
“Kit Carson,” with Joel McCrea,
Fonda and Frances Dee.
“My Son, My
Son,” from
Spring’s novel. Louis Hayward
starred.
“Quantrill, the Raider.”
“Valentino,” based on the
dolph Valentino.
“South of Pago
Seas background.

Pago,”

based

Howard
will be

with

a

South

from

the

on a story by

Fairbanks resumes activity with “The
Californian,” dramatizing the story of
Lola Montez.
No detail is offered on Lubitsch’s
which Lesser will produce. Aside

first,
from

declaring that Loew’s first will be a
“famous Broadway play,” Silverstone offered no additional information. Detail on
Wanger’s lineup was not complete at press
time. It will be reported in next week’s
Boxoffice.
From 32 Cities
Delegates from 32 cities in the United
States and Canada are here for the fourday convention. In addition to launching
product and sales policy for the new season, the sessions also will observe the 20th
anniversary
ing.

of the

organization’s

found-

Arriving here Sunday, the conventioneers were entertained by Mary Pickford
at Pickfair where the occasion was a lawn
party. Various UA producers, directors
and players were there to assist the
hostess.
The initial session gets under way Monday with addresses of welcome by Murray
Silverstone, head of world-wide operations
of UA; Harry Gold, eastern sales manager; Jack Schlaifer, western sales manager; Arthur W. Kelly and Harry D.
Buckley, vice-presidents, and E. T. Carr,
joint managing director of UA in England.
During the afternoon session, producers
and their representatives will summarize
their programs for the coming season.
Monday evening, delegates will be shown
“Four Feathers,” Alexander Korda’s first
for the new year in the private theatre of
the hotel. Discussion of new product is
expected to ride over until the morning
session on Tuesday at which time “The
Man in the Iron Mask” will be shown.
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This is to be followed by a summation of
advertising and exploitation plans by Lynn
Farnol, director of advertising and publicity, and Monroe Greenthal. director of
exploitation.
In the afternoon, Gold and Schlaifer
will launch their meetings with men from
the field. In the evening, a dinner will be
held at Earl Carroll’s night club. On
Wednesday, sales palavers are to continue.
In the evening, the UA convention special
will transport the entire convention to
San Francisco where, on Thursday, the
day will be spent visiting the Fair on
Treasure Island. In the evening, the special begins its return journey east.
Greenthal and Albert Margolies, publicity manager, made up the advance
guard, having arrived from New York over
last weekend. Farnol flew in on Wednesday. Sam Cohen, foreign publicity manager, left New York by rail on Sunday

life of Ru

“Two Years Before the Mast,”
Richard Henry Dana classic.
“Food of the Gods,”
H. G. Wells.

Henry

and was followed by Kelly, vice-president
in charge of foreign distribution, and
Lowell V. CalveUl of Selznick International
the next day. Silverstone, accompanied
by his wife; Buckley, accompanied by his;
Carr, accompanied by Mrs. Carr, and Edward Raftery, secretary of the company,
entrained west on Tuesday.
Thursday’s departures from the east
included Gold, Schlaifer, Paul Lazarus,
general

contract manager; Charles Schwartz, counsel; Emanuel
Silverstone,
American representative for Korda, and
Tom Walker, eastern representative for
Hal E. Roach. Morris Helprin, domestic
advertising and publicity representative
for Korda, flew in Sunday from New York.
Others

from

the

home

office

include

Walter Gould, La tin -Am eric an sales manager, resident in New York; Thomas Mulrooney, foreign sales manager; Seymour
Poe, assistant to Schlaifer; Charles M.
Steele, sales statistician; N. A. Thompson,
comptroller; Len Daly, assistant to Cohen,
Steve McGrath, assistant to Lazarus; Phil
Dow, assistant to Gold; Jack Wrege, in
charge of playdates; Ronald Sidley, in
charge of tabulations, and Robert Goldfarb, in charge of accessories.
Producers’ New York representatives attending are James Mulvey for Samuel
Goldwyn; Harry Kosiner for Walter Wanger: J. J. Milstein for Edward Small; Silverstone for Korda: Calvert for Selznick
International; Walker for Roach, and
Helprin. also for Korda.
District managers here embrace Haskell M. Masters, Ben Fish, Charles Stern,
Jack Goldhar and Bert Stearn, as well as
Moe Streimer, special representative for
the company in New York.
Here

from

and

Henry

D. Hearn.

Chicago — Irving Schlank, Ben Eisenberg, Frank Young, Jack E. Armgardt,
Will Baker and Nat Nathanson.
Cincinnati — Harris Dudelson, Irving

United Artists Schedule
(Continued

Roach

Boovy

11 Producers

the field are:

Atlanta — T. L. Davis, manager; R. J.
Barnes, Lynn Dunn and William Shiell jr.
Boston — John J. Dervin, George Hager,
Joe Cronan, Herbert Schaefer and Nathan
Rcss.
Buffalo — Syd Lehman, J. J. Jasper and
Matt V. Sullivan.
Charlotte — Jay Schrader, Robert M.

Sochin, Wade H. Windsor and James Hendel.
Cleveland — A. M. Goodman, Lou Geiger,
Norman Levin and Dick Miller.
Dallas — Hugh Owen, T. R. Barber, B. C.
Gibson, Floyd A. Jones and Alfred J. Del
Cambre.
Denver — A1 Hoffman, Earl Collins, Fred
Lind and Alex Singelow.
Detroit — Morris Dudelson, I. E. Weingarden.
man.

E. P. Pickier

and

Sydney

J. Bow-

Indianapolis — G. R. Frank, Elmer V.
Donnelly, Milton M. Krueger and E. R.
Golden.
Kansas City — W. E. Truog, John Graham, Guy Bradford and O. O. Flake.
Los Angeles — E. W. MaeLean, Guy S.
Gunderson, Fred Gage and Kenneth R.
MacKaig.
Milwaukee — James S. Abrose, Noe Provencher, Leon Weingarden.
Minneapolis — Ralph S. Cramblet, Frank
Eisenberg, C. J. Chouinard, Everett Lovelett and F. J. Kaiser.
New Haven — Lou C. Wechsler and Lewis
Ginsburg.
New Orleans — C. E. Peppiatt,
Dureau and Floyd P. Murphy.

Milton

New York — Clarence Eiseman, Nat Beier,
Leon Herman, Sam Rifkin, Sam Stem.
Dave

Burkan,
rence Brown.

Edward

Mullen

Omaha — D. V. McLucas,
Ed

Rostermundt,
liam E. Barker.

Harry

and

Law-

J. E. Schlank,

Barker

and

Wil-

Philadelphia — Harry G. Bodkin, Morton
Magill, Sol Krugman and Joe Singer.
Pittsburgh — Abe I. Weiner, Harry Rees,
William Scott and James H. Nash.
St. Louis — Ben J. Robins, James Greig,
Edward A. Ashkins and Ray J. Wylie.
Salt Lake City — R. J. Cadman, W. K.
Miller, Joe Solomon and E. M. Gibson.
Saji Francisco — D. J. McNerney, Ollie
H. Watson, Paul Bush and A. W. Hartford.
Seattle — Guy F. Navarre, A. H. Kloepper.
O’Loughlin.
Jack O’Bryan, Frank M. Higgins and John
Washington — Fred
Silver, Fred M. Sandy
From Canada:

A. Rohrs, Mark N.
and Richard Harrity.

Calgary — Abe Feinstein.
Montreal — A. J. Jeffrey.
St. John — Charles C. Chaplin.
Toronto — Sam Glazer, Pete Myers
Dave Axler.
Vancouver — Sam Nagler.
Winnipeg — Dave
Rackow.

Griesdorf

and

and

Victor

Variety Club Charity on
National Scale Planned
(Continued

from

page

40)

posal of local chiefs of police in all cities
where a Variety tent is located, to be
rushed to homes whenever and wherever
needed. About 150 to 200 incubators will
be purchased, according to present plans.
This will be the first national charity
ever undertaken jointly by all Variety tents.
Arrangements also will be made to have
the incubators available for use in cities
near those with Variety tents.
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Arbilraiion Plan lo

New

Majors Next Week

Allied to Accept

New

York — Admitting

the

arbitration

proposals as contained in the latest trade
practice draft “are not final by any
means,” a distributor’s representative informs Boxoffice a revised edition of the
arbitration section, based on criticisms
by independent exhibitor organizations,
will be distributed among sales managers
next week for examination.
In the opinion of this spokesman, the
forthcoming arbitration proposals will
have undergone sufficient alteration to
it acceptable to “the majority” of exhibitors, both independent and affiliated.
Rather than risk criticism should his advance information not find acceptance
among all participating distributors, the

Unit Urges National

York

Maintain UA Must
Observe Code
New

York— Widespread

New

feassub-

scribe and that means UA as well. Allied of New York believes. A move to
bring

this

about

will

be

the unit's convention which
May 25 for three days.

launched
opens

at

here

make

informant declared “all objections have
been overcome — most of them were a matter of rephrasing the language — and the
lawyers have done this.”
There is some concern, it appears, over
the recourse left open to participants in an
arbitration procedure if the person against
whom there is a decision refuses to acknowledge it.
“Of course, we could go to the courts
and seek adjudication based on the fact
that this party signed an arbitration clause
and agreed to abide by all decisions,” it
was pointed out, “but this would only defeat the purpose of arbitration.”
The hope was expressed by this executive that every signatory to an arbitration
agreement would live up to it in letter
and spirit.

Oklahoma Convention
Exhibitors on June 26
Oklahoma

City — Theatre

of

Owners

Ass’n

of Oklahoma, of which Morris Loewenstein
is president, will hold its annual convention at the Biltmore Hotel here June 26.
Roanoke,

Va. —

MPTO

of Virginia

will

hold its semi-annual convention here June
12. William Crockett is president.
Kansas

City

—

The

Kansas-Missouri

Theatre Ass’n, headed by Prank C. Cassil,
will convene for its annual convention at
the Hotel President May 25 for a two-day
session.
Jacksonville

—

Southeastern

Theatre

Owners Ass’n will hold a two-day convention here May 29-30. It is an annual affair. Milton C. Moore is president.
Myrtle

Beach,

S. C. — Theatre

Owners

of

North and South Carolina, of which Lyle C.
Wilson is president, will convention here
June 4-6.

Slate Overseas
New

York- — The

seventh

Drive
Overseas

Kent

Drive will take place from September 3
to December 16, according to Leslie F.
Whelan, drive director.
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E

Pact

York — Allied

of New

York,

dis-

senting sharply with the attitude of national Allied of which it is a member

application

of any trade practice code is not
ible unless all major companies

Trade

toward

trade practice formulation, is expected to urge upon Col. H. A. Cole, president, and Abram F. Myers, chairman of
the board, a change of front which would
lead to adoption of the pact. The action,
it is anticipated, will be taken at the open
forum sessions of the state unit convention slated to be held here May 25-27 and,
according to Allied of New York hopes,
may

An Industry Forum
Posed by Sleffes
Minneapolis — W.

A. Steffes

has

invited

distributor and exhibitor heads to participate in an open forum discussion of
trade practice reforms which will highlight the annual Allied convention here
June 13-15 at the Nicollet Hotel. All exhibitors, regardless of affiliation, have been
asked to attend and vote as they please.
Harry Brandt, president of the ITOA,
has already accepted the invitation for
himself and a committee, stating “I believe an open discussion by independent
exhibitors of independent exhibitors’ problems would go a long way towards cementing the strained relations that now are
actually in effect in our industry.”
William P. Rodgers, chief spokesman
for the distributors negotiating committee, likewise has indicated his intention
to be present.
In a communication sent to exhibitors
and other interests. Col. H. A. Cole, president of Allied, states: “Let’s settle this
trade practice conference argument, once
and for all. If you want arbitration, be
there to vote for it. If you prefer conciliation, that is your privilege.”
Assuring exhibitors and distributors the
open forum will be free of premeditated
design, the communication adds, “This
matter is not going to be packed or
framed, as every theatre owner in the
United States is going to have a voice and
a vote on this all-important matter. If
the theatre owner is interested in the future of his business, here is an opportunity for him to do his own thinking and
voting, and not just follow his leader
blindly.”
Open-mindedness will be the
in that “Each theatre owner will
an opportunity to hear the other
from there on he is on his own.

keynote,
be given
side and
He votes

as he pleases. If the majority of independent theatre owners in the United
States wants to accept the trade practice
reforms as submitted by producers, you
may rest assured the members of the
negotiating committee and all officers of
Allied will find no fault, and we are positive the representatives of the producerdistributors will feel likewise.”

have an effect on the course of deliberations of national Allied’s convention
in Minneapolis June 13-15.
New York Allied, one of its spokesmen
declares, is not completely satisfied with
the agreement as it now stands. It views
a fair arbitration system as the answer to
most of the difficulties current between
buyer and seller, recognizes the pact as it
stands as a step in the desired direction, is
willing to take distributors at their word
when they indicate revisions after a trial
and, further, believes national Allied ought
to pursue the same approach. For these
reasons, it appears to be the unit’s opinion
that Cole and Myers have in their hands
the possibility of emerging as sort of Messiahs in independent exhibitor association
leadership if they take advantage of the
opportunities which Allied of New York
feels are within their grasp.
This, it is advanced, can come about only
if a change in viewpoint is adopted. Such
a change, it is being suggested, must include evidence of a desire to understand
no millenniums can be attained overnight
and that a switch in national Allied’s
front must be made in recognition of the
advisability of effecting trade reform by
self-regulation and not by recourse to, or
dependence upon, government law suits or
a Neely bill. This indicates the depth of
the chasm between policy considerations
governing Allied of New York and the national association of which it is a member.
The local group also subscribes to the
belief the time is here for national Allied
to readjust its internal procedure. Into
this classification it lists a relinquishment
of secret sessions, confined to what is described as a chosen few, and an abandonment of “star chamber” proceedings in
favor of the “open convenant openly arrived at” formula.
The open forum planned by New York
Allied has not been formally signalized,
but has been part of the convention program for some time, and antedates national Allied’s plans along these lines. Representatives of all distributors will be invited to speak their minds, if they want to.
Exhibitors, regardless of affiliation, will
have the same type of invitation extended
to them. Thus, as an Allied man points
out, “If Harry Brandt or any ITOA member wants to have the floor, it’s his and
there will be no shouting him down, either.
The trade press may talk if any of its accredited members want to and we may
even call upon
tions that may

such men

to answer

ques-

arise.”
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Allied May Demand
Probe of MPPDA

The
Two

Washington — Allied may initiate a
movement for an exhaustive investigation
MPPDA
next fall, when the administration monopoly committee is expected to undertake a study of conditions
in the film industry, it was intimated by
Abram P. Myers, counsel of the organization, in commenting on the govern-

films, each

outstanding

during the week. One is “Rose
and the other “It's a Wonderful
tion, Boxoffice reviewers having

of the

ment’s newest suit against the major companies, filed last week in Oklahoma.
“Recently,” Myers said, “the department of justice intimated that it was contemplating ten more anti-trust cases dealing with motion pictures. This would
mean that there are nine cases yet to
come. At least that many will be necessary to reach all local monopolies and
abuses of power not included in the main
proceeding now pending in New York.
“Many observers are convinced that the
job will not be completed until there has
been a thorough airing of the manifold
activities of the Hays Association. Chief
points of interest are efforts of that association to control public and exhibitor
opinion by widespread propaganda, and
its lobbying activities. Astonishment has
been expressed at the testimony of Carl
Milliken at the Neely bill hearings concerning the elaborate plans for carrying
the association’s propaganda into the
churches, the schools and the homes. It
is possible that a
movement
for a
thoroughgoing investigation of the Motion Picture Producers & Distributors of
America

will be launched

In a bulletin to members
tion, Myers denominated

next

fall.”

of the associathe Oklahoma

suit as “second in importance only to the
omnibus proceeding against the Big Eight
filed in New York last July.
“It furnishes an effective answer to the
propaganda being fed the exhibitors by
the Big Eight and its thinly disguised
agents to the effect that theatre divorcement and enactment of the Neely bill
will expose independent exhibitors to the
ruthless competition of allegedly independent chains such as Griffith, Schine,
Blank, Brandt, etc.

“That answer is: Monopolistic practices
will not be tolerated by the United States
government whether practiced by the Big
Eight, so-called independent chains, cooperative buying combines, or other interests. There are many who should note
well this attitude on the part of the government.”
Referring

to the allegation

in the gov-

ernment’s complaint that exclusive privileges were given the circuits, Myers
pointed out that “the Big Eight apparently accord the so-called independent chains
the same privileges and advantages over
smaller independents that they give the
affiliated theatres over such rivals,” asking whether the independent chains are
“able to command these special favors because of their massed buying power or
have the Big Eight built them up by special privileges with the idea of eventually
taking

44

them

over?”

Reviewers

"Rose

in its own

Insisted
field, came

through

from

the

coast

of Washington Square,” from 20 th Century-Fox,
World” from M-G-M. Both deserve special menso declared. Here is the lowdown:

of Washington

New York — Music hath its charms;
trees with blossoms and 20th Century-Fox

Square"

spring its potency for bedecking the
has both music and boxoffice potency

in “Rose of Washington Square.” It will satisfy all the customers who visit
your theatre, whether by chance or design.
In this musical extravaganza, a cavalcade of popular hit tunes familiar from
prohibition days, you will hear A1 Jolson, in blackface, sing such melodies as
''Mammy,’’ “Nothing Could Be Finer Than to Be in Carolina,” “California, Here I
Come” and Alice Faye sing “My Man,” made famous by Fanny Brice in the days of
Florenz Ziegfeld, “Rose of Washington Square,” among others.
Jolson works hard. In one number he even puts on his old act of singing
and tap dancing; and the audience at the Roxy ate it up. Miss Faye’s best song
is “My Man,” which is the last in the film.
It’s theatrical to the hilt and more than one familiar name and theatre are
brought into the script. Not seen, but mentioned by Jolson, is Sophie Tucker.
Seen from the outside and within are such theatres as the New Amsterdam, Winter
Garden and the Irving Place in the days when vaudeville and musical shows were
tops for anybody’s money.
Darryl F. Zanuck has

spared

no

expense

in reproducing

actual

scenes,

such

as the one in Washington Square and the “Rose of Washington Square” sequence,
which, in itself, is a swell number with a combination chorus of tap dancers and
singers helping Miss Faye. There is a dance team in the same number which
is unparalleled.
For name values there are Tyrone Power delivering a fine performance,
Jolson and Miss Faye lending marvelous support and Marie Wilson, Douglas Fowley and William Frawley, who does a worthwhile job as the drunkard and stooge
for Jolson. The plot has Jolson and Power in love with Miss Faye, the former befriending her and the latter a gambler always in trouble, promising to stay
out and finally going to jail to keep his promise. Miss Faye, as his faithful wife,
has to depend on Jolson more than once for his help and he comes through like
a major.— ORNSTEIN.

"It's a Wonderful

World"

New York — It’s not only what they’ve done that counts, but how they’ve done
it in M-G-M’s “It’s a Wonderful World.”
Reading from the very uncustomary left to right: Claudette Colbert in her
brightest teamer with James Stewart. Megaphone, W. S. Van Dyke II. Original
story by Ben Hecht and Herman J. Mankiewicz, with Hecht
play. Produced by Frank Davis. Comedy supporters: Guy
Edgar Kennedy, Ernest Truex and Andy Clyde.

credited
Kibbee,

for the screenNat Pendleton,

With a distinct essence of “It Happened One Night” to scent its plottage,
this gives off the sort of aroma that should permeate every healthy funny bone.
To

say that it will lay them in the aisles is only one reviewer’s
viewers, as heavyweight sports writers, seem to enjoy opinions.

opinion.

Yet, re-

“It’s a Wonderful World” was enjoyed as no other comedy has been for memory’s longest stretch. Simply because it has that perfectly inane quality that
reaches out to where it’s least expected at a time when natural reflexes are geared
along ominous lines. If it’s not stretching a point it is to be hoped that, when
daffier comics are called for, the studios will call for Miss Colbert and Stewart,
with Van Dyke around to guide them. Because that is the combination that has
set to motion something resembling a new high in zany goings-on.
Miss Colbert shades her performance as a scatter-brained poetess with the
ultimate she has gained in memorable roles of similar stature. Stewart, here a
private detective bent on solving a couple of murders while himself a fugitive
from justice, just about reaches a pinnacle of deft humor antics. And with nary
a choice in the matter, Stewart begets Miss Colbert to plague him just about
every inch of his sleuthing way. Miss Colbert would like to “assist.” Enter Hecht
and Mankiewicz, for the screwiest set of complications that ever befell a detective with a partner like Kibbee and a pair of counter-detectives like Kennedy
and Pendleton.
— WEISBERG .
Don’t take our word for all this. Take 86 minutes and see for yourself.

ica, Cuba, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Havana
and some of the northern countries of
South America. At one time, he was head

Schaefer and Liebeskind
Latin American Heads
New

York — Personnel

realignments

in

RKO’s foreign department find the Latin
American territory parcelled out under
dual control of Gus Schaefer and Nat
Liebeskind. Ben Y. Cammack, formerly
in charge of that territory, becomes assistant to Phil Reisman, general foreign
manager.
Schaefer, who is now on special assignment, will be in charge of Central Amer-

of Universal’s foreign department, and
prior to that, was in charge of sales in
Central
mount.
Chile,

and

Eastern

Uruguay,

Europe

Brazil

and

for

Para-

Peru

are

placed

under Liebeskind’s direction in addition to Argentina of which he is the
managing director.
Another change has Leon Britton, who
is in charge
moted to Far

of Japan and China,
Eastern manager.
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Paramount Optimistic,
Balaban Declares
New

the

York — Paramount

future.

Barney

is optimistic

Balaban,

over

president,

sounds the company’s forecast in a letter to
stockholders issued in conjunction with the
company’s

1938 financial

report.

He says:

“Despite European upheavals, with unsettled markets abroad and no apparent
improvement

in industry

here, your

com-

pany’s earnings have shown a definite upward trend during the past six months.
The consolidated companies’ operating
earnings for the last quarter of 1938 were
greatly

in excess of those for the corresponding quarter of 1937. This improvement in earnings continued through the
first quarter of 1939, as compared with the
first quarter

— Photos

by

Wide

World

of 1938.”

Paramount Pictures, Inc., reports combined consolidated earnings, including its
share
1938.

of undistributed earnings of partially-owned companies, of $4,105,675 for

The company and subsidiaries showed a
net of $2,865,675, including $322,397 profit
on purchases of debentures but after
charges of various descriptions. This net,
however, did not embrace approximately
$1,240,000 which represented the company’s
net interest as a stockholder in the combined undistributed earnings of partiallyowned companies. When this is computed
with

the

net profit, the combined consolidated earnings, plus the share of undistributed earnings of the partially-owned
companies, total $4,105,675.

— Photo

by

International

The net of $2,865,675 is equal to earnings of 68 cents a share on 2,465,927 shares
of common outstanding after allowing for
dividends of $1,186,072 accrued on 142,171
shares of six per cent first preferred at a
$100 par value each and 555,071 shares of
six per cent cumulative convertible second
preferred at $10 par value each. Computed
on the consolidated earnings of $4,105,675,
the earnings per common share would be
$1.18. This compares with a net of $6,045,103, excluding undistributed earnings
of partially-owned companies in 1937 when
the earnings per share were $1.97 on the
2,465,900 shares outstanding and a net
profit of $6,670,103,

including

the

com-

pany’s share of the undistributed earnings
of partially-owned corporations. On the
latter basis, the common earned $2.22 a
share in 1937.
Income from theatre receipts, film
rentals and accessories totaled $100,927,938
in 1938 as compared with $104,185,953 the
preceding year. Total income was $104,360,380 as against $109,033,470 in 1937.
Theatre operating expenses, as well as general expenses including rentals, film
rentals, real estate and other taxes dropped
last year to $46,787,241 as against $47,297,606 in 1937. Likewise did film distribution cost, including the cost of film
accessories and producers’ and others’
share of film rentals, which ran to $16,812,862 in 1937 and $15,838,093 in 1938.
Earned surplus at the close of the year,
representing accumulations since January
1, 1935, was $9,346,993. On January 1,
1938, it was $7,667,400.
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Photo by Wide World

n Pacific" -Minded in Omaha —
"Unio
How the celebration for the premiere of the Paramount
was

handled

of yore, men
had

made,

in the Nebraska
grew

beards

city. Store fronts were

and

went

into quartets

picture of that name
covered as of the days

and

women

the crinolines — or are they? — of the post Civil War

dug

out, or

period.
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Alias Move on RKO

A Bill ol Particulars

Appeals Is Stymied

Asked of Vocafilm

New
has

York — The Atlas company, proponents of the RKO plan of reorganization,
been stymied in an attempt to dispose of the three appeals taken from

New

Judge William Bondy’s order approving the plan.
Tlie circuit court of appeals refused to
allow Hamilton C. Rickaby’s request to
consolidate the appeals and decided to hear
them separately. Those appealing are Ernest W. Stirn of Milwaukee, holder of 1,234
shares of Class “A” stock of RKO; H.
Cassel & Co., holding $175,000 of debentures, and the Copia Realty and Fabian
Operating Corp.
Rickaby sought a dismissal of Stirn and

in connection
suit, charging

New York — Possibility that the decision
of bondholders to receive either preferred
or common stock in exchange for their
debentures of RKO may be held up until
late June, arose in the federal court this
week, when H. Cassel and Company, holders of $300,000 of 10-year six per cent gold
debentures moved for a suspension of the
decision until after their appeal is decided in June.
Cassel, which is appealing for itself and
bondholders similarly situated, disclosed
in its application, that if the company is
forced to choose at the present moment
it will have forfeited the right to appeal,
because it will then have disposed of its
debentures.
Another argument, more for other bondholders rather than Cassel, is that Atlas
has declared it will not underwrite the
new $1,500,000 issue until all appeals are
disposed of. It is essential for bondholders to know, the petition recites, what the
terms of the underwriting agreement are
going to be. If they do not, they will
not know what to choose.
The plan of reorganization, which was
confirmed on April 11, states that 20 days
after confirmation all bondholders must
inform Irving Trust, the trustee, whether
they wish five shares of common and one
of preferred, or 1.43 of preferred for each
$100 of debentures now held.
The appeal of H. Cassel has been marked for June 5 by the circuit court of
appeals for argument.
will be handed down

A decision px-obably
in a week.

it had

of the

Sherman

anti-

filed suit in July, 1933,

invested some $4,200,000 in contracts and had an estimated business of

$4,357,000 yearly when the defendants,
through alleged monopolistic means, put it
out of business.
— 'Photo

by

The bill of particulars, which Vocafilm
must furnish in 40 days, must contain the
names and addresses of producers and

Cosmo-Sileo

Ireland , Next Stop —
Geraldine

Fitzgerald

who

scored

exhibitors of pictures, and the names and
addresses of the manufacturers, vendors,
and lessors of equipment and parts, whom
the plaintiff alleges were similarly treated

in

“Dark Victory,” is in New York en
route to Ireland on a visit. She completed “Give Me
ing Hollywood.

a Child”

by the defendants. Also the names and addresses of exhibitors, who at the time of
the trial, the plaintiff will seek to prove,
were prevented from obtaining pictures
other than those made with the defend-

before leav-

Metro Adds Cantor

ants’ equipment. Next it must furnish
names of exhibitors who were prevented
from installing equipment other than that

In "Banjo Eyes"
New

York — Eddie

of additions

Cantor

to M-G-M’s

heads

new

up with “Banjo Eyes.”
Norma
Shearer will

season

be

a list
line-

starred

in

“Pride and Prejudice,” the play by Helen
Jerome from the novel by Jane Austen.
“Blackmail” will have
son in the lead.
Ernst

Lubitsch

Edward

will

direct

G. RobinMargaret

Sullavan and James Stewart in “Shop
Around the Corner.” Jeanette MacDonald
will be co-starred with Nelson Eddy for
the second time in “Silent Knight.” She
also will appear in the musical version of
"Smilin’ Thru” which Robert L. Leonard
will direct.
“Park

Avenue

Model,”

an

original, has

been added to Joan Crawford’s starring
schedule. The two pictures Robert Montgomery will make in England are “Earl of
Chicago,” an original, and “Busman’s Holiday,” based on a novel by Dorothy Sayres.
Another family series will introduce the
“American Newlyweds,” dealing with a
typical young married couple.
Since the initial announcement, Fred
Astaire has been signed to appear opposite
Eleanor
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Knox

claimed it organized in 1927 to service
theatres with equipment for sound pictures,
based on its patents. The company claims

Powell

in “Broadway

Melody

of

To Ask Debenture Deposit for
Preferred Shares Exchange
New York — Federal Judge William Bondy has signed an order authorizing Irving
Trust, as trustee of RKO, to request the
holders of certificates and debentures, who
have elected under the plan of reorganization of RKO
to receive new preferred
shares, to deposit their debentures and
certificates with them for stamping and

John

with Vocafilm’s $65,953,125
it was put out of business

through violation
trust act.
Vocafilm, which

Copia’s appeals on technical grounds of
failure to file the record of appeal on time.
This also was denied.

Decision on RKO Stock
Faces a Delay to June

Judge

Telephone and Telegraph, Western Electric, and Electrical Research Products, Inc.,

Federal

Nathan Rosenberg, representing the Cassel company, will argue his case before
the circuit court, June 5. It is probable
the other appeals will be heard and decided during June.

York — Federal

has ordered Vocafilm Corporation of America to serve bill of particulars on American

listing
1940.” with the New
The

York

Stock

Exchange.

petition, requesting the authorization, declares 65 debenture holders, having a total of $300,000 in securities, have
elected to receive only preferred stock at
a rate of 1.43 shares per $100 in securities
rather than the alternate of five shares
of common and one of preferred.

of the defendants; then the names of exhibitors, using Erpi equipment, who were
prevented by Erpi from exhibiting pictures
other than those made with Erpi equipment.

Valley Stream Drive-In
Is Opened by Sun Rise
New

York — Sun

Rise

Auto

Theatres,

Inc., has reopened the Drive-In Theatre
at Valley Stream. The open air house has
a capacity of 400 automobiles. The Court
House, Newton, N. J., a new theatre built
by J. D. Weidenhafer, will open May 15.
Max Felder has closed the Lincoln, in
Harlem, a colored house; Williston, Mineola, also is dark. Educational Film Service has reopened the Highbridge, Highbridge, N. J. Morris Payenson and Mae
Mendelson are the principals.
Robert
operate

Mapletaft is president of the reorganized company which continues to
the Plaza, N. J.

Infringement Suit Filed
Over French Picture
New York — L. Lawrence Weber has filed
a supreme court action against Vedis Films
and Lenarch, Inc., for an injunction, accounting of profits, and damages over the
French
Filmarte picture,
Theatre “Trois
here.

Vaises”

now

at

Vedis obtained the picture from Sofror
Films in New York.
The plaintiff claims to have paid $10,000
to the Select Theatres Corp. in June, 1938,
for all picture rights to their play, “Three
Waltzes,” which the Shuberts were putting on.
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Television Seen as

Holds Goldwyn Asks

Step to Recovery

For "Legal Advice"
Wilmington — In its motion for dismissal
of the suit filed in federal court by Sam-

New
RCA,

uel Goldwyn, UA holds the producer’s
“complaint, in form and substance, is
purely a request for legal advice.”
A hearing on the motion may be held
in the middle of June when the new term
commences. If not then, the matter is
expected to go over to the fall term.

America
most

prominent legal firms are representing UA in the action here. They are

Richards, Layton &
neys Pepper, Bodine,

Holding that the complaint fails to
state a cause of action and is vague, the
UA motion lists the following:
1. — To dismiss the action because the
court lacks jurisdiction of the subject
matter in that the complaint fails to aver
a justiciable controversy as required by
Article 3, Section 2 of the Constitution
of the U. S. and by Section 274 (d) of
the Judicial Code authorizing declaratory
judgments <48 Stat. 955, as amended by
49 Stat. 1027 28 U. S. C. A. 400).
(a) The complaint makes no averment
that plaintiffs at any time asserted any
right or made known any intention to
terminate the contracts set forth in exhibits “B” and “C” thereof. The complaint at most indicates that there has
existed some differences of opinion as to
whether plaintiffs have a right to terminate the contracts and what plaintiffs
ask the court to do is to advise them as
an abstract matter whether grounds warranting termination do exist.
(b) The complaint merely seeks an
opinion advising plaintiffs on a hypothetical state of facts as to their right to
terminate the contracts, if they should
elect to do so at some future date, though
changed circumstances may have a material bearing upon the rights of the parties in this respect.
(c) The complaint contains no prayer
for executory or coercive relief on the
basis of the facts averred and the abstract declaration of the existence or nonexistence of a breach of contract will not
serve

to terminate conclusively any differences of opinion what may exist or
to render more certain the business relations of the parties.
2. — To dismiss the action because the
complaint does not admit of relief of such
a character as the court in the exercise
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Here on Television —
Arthur

A. Lee, vice-president

of GB

of America, greeting Ian C. Javal, commercial director of Baird Television,
Ltd., of London on his arrival aboard
the Aquitania.
(See story on

Finger, local attorStokes & Schoch of

Philadelphia, and O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery of New York. Robert Richards submitted the dismissal request.

president

of

on televito stock-

and exemplifies the type of contribution to our national economy that is

needed to help recovery
store prosperity.

and

to re-

“It is, of course, too early to draw any
conclusions as to the retail market demand for television receivers this year

Korda

Three

Sarnoff,

“The public introduction of television
marks the birth of a new industry in

Attorneys for UA claim they do not
know what Goldwyn is seeking in his
action since he does not criticize the distribution system, but hints at Alexander
and London Films breaching a contract made several years ago. If the Korda-London Films angle is the bone of contention, the lawyers add, jurisdiction of
the case belongs in London, which would
mean that an action must be filed in
England.

York — David

makes a few observations
sion in his annual statement
holders. He says :

of its sound

discretion

page

6)

should

within the limited area and with the limited program service now available. We are
confident, however, that television will
grow as more television broadcasting stations are erected and as program service is
increased. We believe television will make
a significant contribution to the social and
economic life of our country. As the new
service and products increase in public
use, television will provide new employment for thousands of workers in factories, studios and mercantile establish-

grant.

'a)

The complaint, in form and substance, is purely a request for legal advice concerning the right of the plaintiffs

to terminate the contracts at some optional future date on the basis of the
facts which are subject to changed legal
import viewed in the light of subsequent
intervening events. Such an abstract
declaration of right to terminate cannot
conclude the future rights of the parties
or better their business relations. No relief of a conclusive nature is sought.
The complaint contains no averment that plaintiffs have suffered any
damage, or have been or will be exposed
to irreparable harm or injury.

Earnings

Gain

ments.”
For
Quarter

Reported

by RCA

New York — RCA reports net earnings
of $1,448,110 for the first quarter of 1939,
representing a gain of $10,309 over the
$1,437,801 earned in the first quarter last
Current earnings were equal, after preyear.
ferred dividend requirements, to four and
six-tenths cents a common share compared with four and five-tenths cents
earned in the corresponding period of 1938.

(b>

(c)
at law

An adequate
or in equity.

remedy

exists either

3. — To dismiss the action because of a
failure to join as defendants Alexander
Korda, London Films Productions, Ltd.,
Douglas Fairbanks, and the Elton Corp.

RCA-Brenkert Tie Details
Still Being Perfected
Detroit — The negotiations for a tieup of
dealer distribution between Brenkert Light
Projection

Co. and RCA Mfg. Co. are continuing, it is learned here. Plans are
virtually completed, but, because of the
new model being brought out and the
physical details of handling the distribution, no official pronouncement is to be
made until plans are perfected in every
detail, probably in about 30 days.

Warner

Expanding

Its

Exploitation Staff
New York — Warner is expanding its
field exploitation staff with the addition
of three new men and appointment of
Lee Blumberg, head of the press book staff
at the home office, in charge. Blumberg
will supervise under Mort Blumenstock,
eastern advertising and publicity director.
Dick

Hyland, of the home office publicity staff, has arrived in Dallas from

which

point he will be in charge of exploitation in the south. A new man will
be installed shortly in the Atlanta area.
Both men will be under supervision of
District

Manager Fred Jack. Hyland replaces Allan Glenn.
Monroe Rubinger, also of the home office, goes to Kansas City and will be in
charge of the newly formed prairie district,
under District Manager Rud Lohrenz.

Jaffe on Coast
Dunlap

Due May

31

New York — Stuart Dunlap, M-G-M’s
general manager for South America, sails
on the Santa Lucia from Valparaiso on
May 13 for home office conferences with
Arthur M. Loew. He is due here May 31.

Hollywood — William Jaffe of Rosenblatt
and Jaffe is here from New York on a two
weeks’

visit on business described as important. He refuses to divulge its nature.

Jaffe

came on following an address delivered at the Monogram convention in
Chicago late last week.

E
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n
Freema
Prior to

ia , but Gets Lunch First —
Sails forfor Austral
Australia, via England, the Loew executives tendered

his departure

“Photo by Cosmo si“
a fareviell luncheon

to N. Bernard

Freeman,

ma?iaging director for the organization “down under.” The place was the Yacht Room of the Astor. Among those present,
in the left to right manner, were E. B. Hatrick, Harold J. Cleary, Judge I. Frey, Oscar A. Doob. Marvin Schenck, Eugene
Picker, Harry Kleindienst, Charles Goldsmith, David Blum, E. M. Saunders, Joseph Rosthal, Si Seadler, Howard Dietz, David
Bernstein, the guest of honor; William F. Rodgers, Mort Spring, Thomas J. Connors and Henry F. Krecke.

B R
])OUGLAS
FAIRBANKS
sr. and Mrs.
Fairbanks are at the Waldorf Towers,
having arrived from the coast by air . . .
Charles E. McCarthy, his stint as overseer
of the “Rose of Washington Square"
broadcast from Churchill Downs behind
him, is back in New York from Louisville
. . . Warren William has joined the “Union
Pacific” special . . . John Byram of the
Paramount’s New York production staff
sails for Europe Saturday. Part of the
trip will concern a search for an unknown
girl for “Victor Herbert” . . . Maurice
Bergman, at the Tavern and looking engrossed, denies it had anything to do with
his forthcoming speech at the Columbia
convention now under way in Atlantic
City.
Bernie Brandt has given up his legal
leanings and joined his brothers, Harry,
Billy, and Lou in the operation of the
Brandt circuit. The youngest of the clan
is assisting Harry

and

formerly

was

asso-

ciated with Milton C. Weisman’s firm . . .
Al Fisher is coach for the Loew-M-G-M
baseball nine which Friday played its
first game of the season against RKO at
the George Washington Stadium . . . Fred
Herkowitz, assistant to Louis Goldberg,
RKO
theatre district manager, tore a

€> A
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M. Kramer, June 11 . . . Freddie Meyers
was in Cincinnati and Max Fellerman in
Minneapolis during the past week . . .
Joan Bennett flew to the coast over the
weekend after appearing on the Orson
Welles broadcast . . . Eddie Cantor is in
from the coast. Ditto for George Burns
and Gracie Allen. And Harry Goetz and
Max Gordon . . . William C. Gehring is
making a tour of 20th-Fox exchanges under his supervision . . . Irving Hoffman is
handling publicity for the Song Writers’
Protective Association . . . Paul Lazarus
had a birthday, Thursday, but was steeped
in preliminary UA convention work and
forgot all about it . . . Sam Engel, 20thFox associate producer, is en route to
England for special background shots.
After debating
a Packard and a

considerably between
Buick, Walter Gould

has

decided in the favor of the latter .. . Geraldine Fitzgerald, the new Warner star, who is in town on her way to
Ireland, excited considerable comment by
her attractiveness in photos taken on her
arrival . . . Bill Sussman returned from
Cincinnati over the weekend while another 20 th Century-Fox division manager,
William J . Kupper, trained in from a visit
of the prairie district offices.

Sixth Avenue’s
a cane to get

Lou Davidson, 20th-Fox exploiteer, is in
Springfield preparing for the big pre-

around these days. It’s one of the latest
in designs with a light in it for ambling in

miere of “Young Mr. Lincoln” . . . William C. Chambliss, assistant to Rodney
Bush, is the father of a baby girl, Cleo
Jane, born at the New York Hospital . . .
A Railway Express agent stepped gingerly
to the reception desk on the 21st floor of
the MPPDA, slid a package to the man on

ligament walking down
boardwalk. He is using

the dark . . . Matty Polon of RKO’s theatre booking department at the home office says married life agrees with him.
Bravo, Polon!
Skouras

Shifts:

Bob

Goodfried

of the

Terminal, Newark, is now at the Rockland, Nyack; M. Endres, assistant manager
at the Merrick, Jamaica, has been elevated
to manager of the Hempstead, Hempstead;
Frank Karlo is new assistant manager at
the Merrick; Hilda Barry of the circuit’s
booking department will be the bride of
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duty and chortled: “It’s for Gable Hess,
or should it be the other way around?” . . .
Dave Palfreyman is a walking ad for
Lookout Mountain in Tennessee.
Bill Jaffe has leased a house

at Rye

for

the summer. Max Coheii, president of Allied of New York, transfers to Larchmont

where

he has

leased

a home,

plus an

op-

tion to buy, if and when . . . “Buddy” Moss
recommends, confidentially ,
that this
thing called matrimony is plenty O. K. . . .
Astor scene: Clayton Bond lunching with
the Metro crowd. Which means Bill Rodgers, Eddie Saunders, Tom Connors and
Wallace Aarons ... Si Seadler getting
ready for those weekend hikes up, around,
on and near Bear Mountain . . . Pete
Mayer, son of Arthur, flew in from the
coast for a birthday upon the farm ... A
Tavern twosome: Earle W. Hammons and
David

J. Chatkin. They used to be neighbors in the Paramount Building.

Bill Elson, Minneapolis RKO
theatre partner, has been in town for the
past few days . . . Nate J. Blumberg expects to visit the Universal studios about
the middle

of next

month

. . . Erich

Pom-

mel-, production head for Mayflower in
England, sails May 10 on the Normandie
for New York. He will attend the Paramount coast sales convention, the company having acquired two of his pictures
for next season . . . G. L. Carrington, Altec
vice-president, is back from a trip to the
middle west and south . . . Joy Hodges
has returned to the Universal studios
after being elected "Yumph Girl” of 1939
by Columbia U . . . C. C. Moskowitz arrived by boat Sunday morning from
Havana . . . Leo Samuels of the local Walt
Disney office is honeymooning via car in
the south. He married Alda Quirighetti
Sunday, and will be a confirmed benedict
in two weeks, when he reports back to
work.
John Scully, Buffalo
manager, got into town

Universal branch
the same day his

brother, William A., general sales manager, returned from the San Francisco
convention . . . Moe Streimer, UA special
sales representative, is conventioning with
the delegates on the coast, his doctor
having

given him

an okay

BOXOFFICE
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lander, oldest of 16 children

in the family

and until recently with Loew’s, passed
away the other day and is being mourned
by her former associates . . . John H. Foss,
former actor, is operating the Cameo,
Yonkers, on a single feature policy . . .
Joseph M. Schenck flew in from the coast
Tuesday on one of his regular visits . . .
Dave Blum, who has discarded the weed
as a general habit, broke down and smoked
a

Corona Perfecto at the Bernard Freeman farewell luncheon at the Astor.

Abe Montague’s Bermuda tan is being
given an extra coating at Atlantic City . . .
Penny Singleton, the Columbia actress,
left Sunday

for Chicago

for personal

ap-

State bookings in out-of-town newspapers,
the ads being designed to reach prospective Fair visitors . . . Roy H. Haines is
back from a quick visit to Buffalo and
Boston . . . Charles Boyer has been awarded the annual gold medal of the Federated
British Film and Stage Assn. . . . Ernesto
P. Smith, Cuban Columbia manager, arrived on the Oriente and Sigwart Kusiel,
Mexican head, arrived by plane over the
weekend to attend the annual sales meeting in Atlantic City.
Ray Bell, Loew’s Washington publicity
head who usually does all right by himself
in exploitation contests, sailed the other
day on the Normandie as winner of the
“Marie

Antoinette”

award

. . . Art Schmidt

pearances in connection with “Blondie
Meets the Boss” . . . Herbert Wilcox is
now on the coast preparing his first RKO

of the circuit’s home office advertising
staff has finished another trip to the field

production in Hollywood . . . A1 Selig returned from Boston after a week in the

. . . Matt Saunders, manager of the LoewPoli, Bridgeport, has been pinch hitting

Beantown . . . Alexander Korda has delayed his initial Hollywood production for

for Lou Brown, who is relieving Joe DiPesa in Boston . . . C. Robinson of the
Embassy, North Bergen, N. J., has been
transferred to the Ziegfeld here. Joseph

UA

until next June. He’ll be here in November for the company’s annual stockholders’ meeting.
Billy Ferguson

celebrated

the

opening

of the World’s Fair by attaching himself
to a top-bracket spring cold . . . Walter
Reade jr„ heads for the coast and a
month’s vacation June 12. He purposely
picked that date because it will allow him
to get a close-up of King George and
Queen Elizabeth of England on their arrival the day before . . . Milton Weiss displayed some of that Metro resourcefulness
by ordering coffee and doughnuts for a
flock of previewers when the print was
delayed an hour at the projection room
. . . Morris Helprin gets the cloth for his
sports suits, hand woven by a farmer in
eastern Pennsylvania . . . Harry Brandt is
excited about the new and shiny material
that is going to adorn the renovated front
of the Globe . . . Thornton Kelly can’t wait
until the Allied convention and exposition
at the Astor

gets under

way — and

Because he’s all primed for a "long”
end to rest up — for about 14 days.
Cecil B. DeMille,

here from

closes.
week-

the premiere

of “Union Pacific” in Omaha, spent a few
days and then went to Boston on behalf

Stica of the Dyckman is now at the Embassy and Bert Rothschild has switched
from the Ziegfeld to the Dyckman . . .
Paul Graetz, head of Transcontinental
Films, is among the Normandie passengers
due in Paris from New York in a few
days. While here he conferred with Joe
McConville, Columbia foreign head, and
Budd

Rogers, in charge
nental distribution here.

of

Transconti-

Mostly

about the Loew’s foreign department: Arthur M. Loew is hobbling
around on crutches because of too much
unaccustomed vigor on the tennis courts
. . . Bill Melniker, head of foreign theatre
operations, is recuperating from an operation at the Mt. Sinai Hospital . . . Quiet
a gang down to see Australian manager,
N. Bernard Freeman, off on the Normandie. There were Dave Blum, Mort Spring,
Henry Krecke, Harry Bernstein, Arthur
Moskowitz, Joe Rosthal, Maury Frantz
and the Misses Hyde and Simon. And the
Australian contingent was represented
full force: Clarence V. Hake of 20 th Century-Fox; Cecil Mason of Columbia; Norman Bede Rydge of Greater Union Thea-

tres and Captain
an example

Harold

of “ friendly

Auten

. . . Just

enemies.”

Robert Hitchcock Rubin, son of J. Robert, M-G-M legal head, has opened an
insurance office with Frankie Shields and
George Seligson in the Loew Building . . .
Crane Wilbur and John Litel will make
personal appearances at the Hyam Salomon Fund Dinner in Chicago, May 21,
in conjunction with the premiere of “Sons
of Liberty” . . . Bert Sanford, Altec district manager, gave a lecture before the
Syracuse University theatre management
group. The course is sponsored by J.
Myer Schine and conducted by Gus
Lampe, district manager for the circuit.
A. J. Rademacher, Altec branch manager,
answered questions in an open forum . . .
Laurence Olivier appeared as guest of
Radie Harris on WOR, Thursday night
. . . Moe J. Siegel, Republic production
head, is in town on his regular visit to the
home office. E. H. Goldstein is in charge
of production during Siegel’s absence
the Hollywood plant.

from

Notes from a matchbook cover: Cocktails with vivacious Joy Hodges at swanky
“21.” The Universal player, who registered
in "I’d Rather Be Right,” has a big yen
to return to musical comedy stage. She
may do so in the fall. Marian Orford and
Hank Linet were on hand to greet the
guests . . . Lillian Roth showed up .. .
Radie Harris telling of her radio scoop on
the pairings of the “ bodies beautiful” by
M-G-M, specifically Hedy LaMarr and
Johnny Weissmuller. Radie broke the news
first last January that Doug Fairbanks
jr., was going to marry a Hartford socialite .. . Later the same evening to the Silver Room of the Hotel Ambassador where
the University of Wisconsin New York
Alumni feted Fredric March and his wife,
Florence Eldridge. March’s next will be
‘The American Way” for RKO. He tapped
Boxoffice’s

roving

correspondent

on

the

shoulder and asked, "what class?” “’35”
said the r. c. "Oh, you’re still a kid,” retorted Freddie.
Herman Gluckman, local franchise holder for Republic, took a party of friends
(Continued on page 50)

of his new attraction . . . Jules Levy observed a birthday the other day. Some of
his associates observed it with him at
“21.” It was a small party at which were
present Ned E. Depinet, Phil Reisman,
Cresson Smith and Walter Branson . . .
Bob Gillham is in town from the coast . . .
Sam Dembow, who caught a heavy cold
while in St. Louis, is virtually over it by
this time . . . Joe Moskowitz is even busier,
now that Joseph M. Schenck is in New
York from Hollywood . . . The UA offices
are practically devoid of executives, what
with the convention under way in Los
Angeles.
Bob Wolff’s sales staff is third in the
George J. Schaefer drive with J . Sharkey
of Detroit, first, and C. Boasberg of Buffalo, second . . . Jerry Horwin, co-author
of "Rose
for the

of Washington Square,” has left
20 th-Fox studios after several

months here staging "Our Dear Children,”
in which John Barrymore appears and of
which Horwin also is co-author ... Si
Seadler

is plugging
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and

Loew’s

—
to Lo
Wentwas confined
Arthur Loew
to ew
his desk with
So They
AndBecause

“Photo by Cosmo sil(

a sprained ankle — tennis,
the reason — some of those who attended the luncheon illustrated in the
upper corner of the page on the left went to him, including the photographer. This group, left to right, includes Mort Spring, assistant to Loew;
the slightly incapacitated executive; N. Bernard Freeman, Henry P. Krecke,
Joseph Rosthal, legal aide, and David Blum, foreign publicity chief around
the Loew organization.
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Metro's Regionals
Start in Capital

(Continued
to see
opened

Washington — Conferences leading to a
resume of routine office methods by
M-G-M
office managers, bookers, checking supervisors and home office representatives were held at the Shoreham
Hotel here over the weekend. The session
was the first of six regionals to be held
this month in New Orleans, Kansas City,
San Francisco, Chicago and New York.
Alan

F. Cummings, in charge of exchange operations, presided. Others from
the home office included Charles K. Stern,
Parke D. Agnew, William Brenner, Irving
Helfont, Charles F. Deesen, Isidor Hirsch,
Charles E. Quick, Arthur Lacks, Ira S.
Martin, Rose Klein, Mike Simons, Banks
Hudson jr., Jay H. Zimmerman and John
P. Hanna.
The local branch was represented by
Fred

G. Rippingale, office manager, Murray Greenfield, Morris Zell, Eddie Kushner, Peter Prince and Joseph Kronman.
Delegates from the Charlotte office were
Bernard J. Ross, office manager; Thomas
R. Jones and David H. Williams.
From Cincinnati were William J. Devaney, office manager; Charles Weigel and
Charles Banford.
Pittsburgh’s office was represented by
Edwin J. Moriarty, office manager; John
Zomnir and Earle Super.
The Philadelphia exchange sent Joseph
E. Farrow, office manager; William F.
Gabriel, Benjamin J. Hayney, Frank J.
Sculli and Ralph Gillette.

Gold and Silver Money
Clips lor RKO Drive

connection with the “Studio Appreciation
Drive.” The men receiving the tokens are:
Bob Wolff, branch manager in New
York, and Phil Hodes, Eddie T. Carroll,
J. J. Dacey, Jack Ellis, Louis I. Kutinsky,
Harry Zeitels, salesmen; and Frank L.
Drum, office manager.
R. J. Folliard, branch head in Washington; H. E. Kahn, E. W. Grover, O.
Knox and A. P. Folliard, salesmen, and
J. R. Hildebrand, office manager.
J. F. Sharkey, manager in Detroit, and
W. D. Ward, F. M. Bonnem and M. E.
salesmen;

and

C. R. Waxrnan,

of-

fice manager.
y> -j*
J. B. Brecheen, manager in Charlotte,
and R. F. Branon, R. S. Mitchell and F. W.
Gebhardt, salesmen; W. W. Lake, office
manager.
G. C. Brown, sales chief in Atlanta, and
R. C. Price, F. W. Salley and P. Harrison,
salesmen; and I. P. Stone, office manager.
H. F. Taylor, manager in Calgary, and
J. S. McPherson, salesman, and P. Cardell, head booker.

Roxy Paying 37 V2 Cents
New York — The Roxy has declared a
quarterly dividend of 37 V2 cents per share
on the outstanding preferred, payable June
1, 1939, to stockholders of record May 18.
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“Man of Conquest” the day it
at the Capitol. That night, he

dined at Lindy’s and toward 8 p. m., left
the party for a few minutes to get a paper.
He came back looking white as a ghost,
which brought numerous queries from the

A Philly Clearance
Trial Postponed
Philadelphia — Harry Fried, who runs
the Seville, Suburban and Anthony Wayne,
de

luxe

out-of-town

houses,

reveals

his

friends. And after a long wait, Gluckman regained his voice and color and
proudly exhibited a bulldog edition of the
naily News which gave the picture four
stars . . . Hiller Innes, Paramount production manager at the home office, is on a
Bermuda cruise . . . Samuel Ornitz, screen

suit against Stanley-Warner and major
distributors, scheduled to come up in federal court this week, has been postponed
until September.
Talk that the case is being settled out

writer;

“No overtures have been made to me,”
Fried told Boxoffice. “And I myself am
not taking the initiative in making over-

Col. Robert

Gerard,

technical

ad-

visor on “Beau Geste,” and Don Hartman, Paramount scripter, are in Europe,
having arrived there on the Champlain
. . . C. C. Moskowitz, Leopold Friedman
and Seymour Mayer, all Loew-ites, are
back from their vacations and are now
figuring out what they're going
when the next sabbatical leave
around.

to do
comes

Loew's Clears UA Quickly
Alter Neighborhood Firsts
New York — Loew’s clears all UA pictures
in five weeks or less after first run showings in the neighborhoods. This information was imparted to Seymour Kreiger,
investigator for the department of justice,
as he interrogated Harry L. Gold, eastern
sales manager, and Charles Stern, eastern

of court by Ben Golder, S-W’s
is denied by Fried.

adjudicator,

Fried

indicated the Bryn Mawr Businessmen’s Ass’n may take an active part
in the dispute. Some time ago the business group sent a protest letter to the
tures.”
distributors and the department of justice,
asserting that the “unreasonable” clearance schedules under which Fried had to
operate sent movie-goers out of the area
to Warner houses, hence taking away
shopping business
with them. The
readying

that would have stayed
group is also reported

a suit of its own.

Inroads Into S. America
By Italy and Germany
New

York — More

Italian

and

German

district manager, at preliminary examinations in connection with the government
suit.

pictures

The Metropolitan, Brooklyn, is the first
run for the Loew circuit in that borough.

Macdonald, Warner supervisor for LatinAmerican territories.
But American films are still far ahead
of the field with the closest competition
coming from Spanish pictures produced in
Mexico and Argentina, Macdonald adds.
During his recent survey, Macdonald
conducted sales meetings in Buenos Aires,
Santiago, Rio de Janeiro, Lima and Peru.
He also renewed the franchise deal with
Jamaica Theatres of Kingston, Jamaica,
for another year.

In many

New York — Gold and silver money clips
have been given a number of RKO managers and salesmen for their cooperation in

Cohen,

from

instances a week after the Metropolitan shows pictures, they begin playing
in independent theatres, they said.
In Long Island, the Valencia, Jamaica, is
the first run. This house is followed by
the Triboro, Prospect, Hillside, Willard,
Woodside, Plaza (Corona), then to the
second run Astoria, which is day and date
with Skouras’ Forest Hills.
Clearances have many times been waived
by

both Loew’s and RKO
where subsequent runs have been hard hit for bookings, they continued.
The Music Hall protection also was discussed. The theatre has seven days over
Greater New York. In some cases, it is
known independent exhibitors have played
day and date and even ahead, such as in
shore towns served by Philadelphia and
Albany exchanges.

Leonard

Is Home

Olfice

Rep. of Wilcox-Gordon
Hollywood — Charles Leonard, former
member of the UA advertising department
in New York who transferred west as copy
contact between home office and producer,
has been

named producer home office representative for Herbert Wilcox and Max
Gordon Plays and Pictures Corp. It is a
joint appointment made by George J.
Schaefer, president, and S. Barret McCormick, director of advertising and exploitation' of RKO. The latter returned to New
York early in the week.

are entering Chile and the Argentine as a result of trade deals concluded between those countries, reports Karl

Brazil, he touts, as being a great potential market whose rich resources are yet
to be developed. Business generally in
South

America
donald adds.

is holding

up nicely, Mac-

Exhibitors' Lounge at
World Fair to Open
New York — Formal opening of RKO’s
exhibitors’ lounge for World’s Fair visitors,
located on the seventh floor of the RKO
Bldg., takes place next week. H. M.
Richey, director of exhibitor relations for
the company, will be in charge.
Meanwhile, a few out-of-town theatre
operators have already visited the headquarters. They include James H. Eshelmon of Huron, S. D.; Leon Rich, New
Orleans; Mitchell Lewis, Houston, and A.
C. Gordon, Boise.
The
and

lounge

will have

a main

room,

meas-

uring 37 by 20 feet, a ladies’ powder room
two executive offices. A large crowd

is expected to take advantage
cilities during the Allied of New
vention here.
BOXOFFICE
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ARE THEY

CATHOLIC,

JEW, PROTESTANT?

(Think of this when you read tonight’s headlines!)
greatest city join hands

You’ll be proud to be part of this. You’ll be

good, to help all of its people now,

glad that in this topsy turvy world there’s
some

sanity left and it’s working

your own

city. You’ll agree this is Ameri-

covering all communal
annual solicitation.
Some

you

the sick, the needy, the troubled. As you

day’s pay a year to the GREATER
NEW
YORK FUND ... a united gesture whose

glance at the headlines in your newspaper

significance will roar across America
the world.

this means.

Protestant, Catholic, Jew in the world’s
of your company

will communicate

Motion Picture Division, Greater New

read these lines may have great

. . . but everyone who bears the name of
American should contribute at least a

NEW
YORK
FUND
goes to a united
effort of all races and creeds to take care of

The Fund Chairman

who

obligations in one

wealth . . . each should give in proportion

give to the GREATER

tonight, think deeply what

to

“build for tomorrow” a healthier, happier
city. 380 allied groups are benefitted,

right in

canism in its truest sense and you’ll get a
tug at the heart to think that the brotherhood of man touches you closely today.
Whatever

for the common

with you. Others kindly send contributions direct to

York Fund, 15 40 Broadway,

New

York City

and

The Cocalis Circuit to
Continue Undisturbed
QJ.EORGE

Port Henry, and Ollie Mallory
Corinth, were on Filmrow.

Antoinette McNamara, another active Allied member, could not get the painting
and minor repairing finished in time for
the opening on April 15 of the Bay in
Alexandria Bay. Date set back to April 28,

Ralph Landsnaen, assistant booker at
Metro, suffered the miseries of la grippe
. . . Joe Dealy of the Liberty Theatre in
Liberty, Sullivan County, made one of his
infrequent visits to Film Alley. Sidney
Cohen of the Lyceum in Woodridge, and
Martin Eisenberg of the Maple in Jeffersonville, were other Catskill Mountain exhibitors to the Metro exchange. Arranged

THORNTON,
Saugerties exhibitor, is refurbishing the Orpheum
in Tannersville, Catskill Mountain town,
for an opening about May 15 ... He is an
Allied leader in this section . . . Mrs.

according to Filmrow men . . . Mrs. McNamara also operates the Valatie in Valatie, near Albany.
Bookers visiting Filmrow: Bill Kraerner
( here for three days) of Schine circuit ,
Glover sville ; Frank Williams, Benton circuit, Saratoga; Allen Jones, Conery circuit, Ravena. Mitchell Conery accompanied Jones. Conery operates theatres in
Ravena, Delmar, Schoharie, Middleburg,
Worcester mid Hensonville (latter is a
summer town) . . . Arthur Newman, Grand
National manager, has moved his residence to Western Avenue . . . Dave Willig,
manager of the Conery Theatre in Delmar
and former lessee of the Lansing in Troy,
ankled Filmrow. Ditto, Jimmy La Belle,
manager of the Family in Watervliet,
Harry Savett, operator of theatres in Port
Leyden, Antwerp and elsewhere; Irving
Barker of the New Theatre in Hoosick
Falls; W . E. Bird of the Arlington in East
Arlington, Vt.; Eugene Van Ornum of Harlan Memorial in Essex.

of the Starr,

bookings for an expected big summer season, although the three operate their theatres all year . . . Jimmy Moore, assistant
Warner booker, is swinging into form on
the links over weekends.
Si Fabian was in Albany for a day . . .
No changes in staffs or policies at Fabian
theatres of the area were announced . . .
Ward Craig, manager of the Community,
Fabian house in Catskill, vacationing at
his home in Rochester . . . Craig, incidentally, will enjoy a six-day, all-expensespaid trip to Bermuda as winner of second
prize in a Metro short subject contest. He
conducted a peace plan contest tied with
“The Life of Alfred Nobel." Craig worked
through the local schools and newspapers,
obtaining many entries and heavy publicity. Best plan, selected by a Catskill
committee, was forwarded to Secretary of
State Cordell Hull.
Larry

Cowen,

managing

director

of the

Grand,

Mrs. Ralph Pielow, wife of Metro’s local
manager, spending a week in Boston as
guests of Mr. and Mrs. John Burns. Burns
is Boston manager of M-G-M
. . . Pearl
McGee, 20th Century-Fox biller, was honored with a surprise birthday party, April
28. Among
fellow workers attending:
Helen Wisper, Beatrice Borrell, Winifred
Allen and Gladys Powell . . . Harry Bissell, one time Columbia manager here, and
Jim Bailey, former Columbia booker and
office manager, visited Filmrow. They
have an advertising proposition, it is said
. . . Irving Mendelson succeeded Carter
Allen as assistant booker for Paramount.
Mendelson was formerly a salesman with
another local exchange . . . Bernard H.
Mills, Republic manager, visited Utica to
set exploitation and dates for “Man of
Conquest” . . . Eileen Downs, secretary to
Lou Golding, Fabian division manager, almost lost her new car when a fire spread
to the garage in which it was housed at
Green Island. Automobile was driven out
undamaged.
Harry Berkson, Monogram
franchise
holder in the Buffalo and Albany territories, was on Filmrow. He and Salesman
Gene Lowe went to Cooperstown for a
call on William E. Smalley . . . Walter H.
Wertime, owner of the Chester in Chestertown, Adirondack Mountain town, visited
the
Paul

exchanges. Wertime is a Cohoes attorney with extensive realty holdings . . .

Krumenacher, Warner branch manager, was in Pittsburgh over the weekend
to move his family here . . . Wife, son and
daughter of Joseph Engel, new Universal
manager, came here from Cleveland to
join him . . . Allen Sirrine of the Empire,

50-B

Albany, was a New York weekender to attend the Fleet Ball. He is a
lieutenant in the U. S. Naval Reserve . . .
Among
game

the

film

people

at

the

opening

of the Albany Eastern league baseball club were: Ralph Pielow, Metro manager, and Mrs. Pielow; George Lofink,

Fabian division office; Phil Fox, Columbia manager; Neil Heilman, local exhibitor, and Arthur Newman, Grand National.
Despite threatening weather, a recordbreaking first day crowd of 8,155 passed
through the turnstiles.
One

hundred persons enjoyed themselves at the spring frolic of the Warner
Club held at Loftus Restaurant in Menands, Albany suburb. Following a dinner
and dancing, Andy Roy, manager of the
Strand, ran a Professor Quiz contest . . .
Arrangements committee consisted of Jack
Swartout, manager of the American, Troy,
and

club president; Bill Tallman, assistant manager of the Strand, Albany, and

vice-preside?it in charge of entertainment;
Bert Windelspecht , Warner theatre office,
treasurer; Jimmy Moore, assistant Warner exchange booker, club membership
chairman. Among the others attending
were: Charley Smakwitz, Warner theatre district manager; Paul Krumenacher,
Warner branch manager; Leo Rosen, manager of the Troy in Troy; Sid Somers,
manager of the Lincoln in Troy; Eddie
Selette, manager of the Albany, Albany;
Harry King, assistant manager of the
Madison, Albany; Leo Drexler, Warner
theatres assistant contact man.
Louis Benson, RKO
salesman, was
taken to Albany Hospital. He was said to
be quite ill. The exact nature of the sickness was to be determined by tests.

New York — Operation of the Cocalis circuit will continue undisturbed, probate of
the will of Soteros D. Cocalis, who died
April 22, discloses. The residue of the
estate is estimated at $500,000.
William A. Scully, Universal’s general
sales manager; E. T. Hardaloupas, president of the Hellenic Trust Co., and James
J. Thompson of the Cocalis office, are
named executors.
The

estate is to be maintained

through

a 20-year trust fund, with trustees and
executors given the power to conduct the
circuit at their discretion. Three sons,
James,

George and Alexander, are to receive the principal of the trust upon ex-

piration.

.

REVIEW

FLASHES

CAPTAIN

FURY

(UA)— Action

*

is the

cipal asset of this saga of an
Robin Hood, ably portrayed
Aherne,

through

who

fights

and

prin-

Australian
by Brian

rides

his

way

a
noteworthy adventure melodrama, boasting several new twists and

rating as popular audience fare. A competent supporting cast is topped by Victor
McLaglen.
rected.

Hal

Roach

produced

INVITATION TO HAPPINESS
terful blend of romance,
and

human

interest

and

di-

(Para)— A masaction, comedy

certain

to be

big box-

office. Fred MacMurray turns in a "hit"
performance as a low-brow prize fighter,
with Irene Dunne and Charles Ruggles
notable

in support.
duced and directed.

Wesley

Ruggles

pro-

IT'S A WONDERFUL
WORLD
(M-G-M)— Hold
tight — to the seat — and forget the seafood,
mama.
Metro has dished out the filet
mignon
a

of romantic comedies which telescopes laugh upon laugh until it gets to be

habit.

W.

Claudette

Colbert,

art, Guy Kibbee. Frank
S. Van Dyke directed.

PANAMA

LADY

James

Davis

Stew-

produced.

(RKO)— Romantic

melo-

drama whose straight-from-the-shoulder
situations and dialogue lift it above its
obvious

budget

limitations

excessive

originality.

Lane.

Hively

ROSE

Jack

OF

— A

and

a

lack

of any

Ball,

Allan

directed.

WASHINGTON

honey

and

Lucille

SQUARE

natural

as

(20th-Fox)
a

follow-up

for "Alexander's Ragtime Band," with
plenty of songs made famous by A1 Jolson
and Fanny Brice.
office humming.
Faye,

A1

Jolson.

It should
Tyrone
Gregory

keep the boxPower, Alice
Ratoff

directed.

SCORCHED
EARTH, THE (Mindenburg)— An
indictment of Japanese aggression in
China

which

misses

its point

because

of

sloppy editing and confusing narration.
Newsreel clips compose the film.

COMPLETE REVIEWS on the above
pictures will appear in an early issue
of BOXOFFICE.
BOXOFFICE
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PHILADELPHIA
QOING
the rounds is the report that
the projectionists’ union is planning to
make an attempt to get back that pay cut
its members took two years ago . . . Skip
Weshner, Warner, is at home sick. As is
Syd Mesibov, Warner advertising man . . .
The jitterbug contest idea, tried out by
several houses this year, has been taken
over by the Federal Theatre, to boost the
opening of its “Prelude to Swing”
Fays closed last week, after doing
ming business all winter. Sid
manager, is reported planning to

. . . The
a humStanley,
take an

up-state job until the place opens
the fall.

again in

Warner advertising men did a lot with
the visit of Leon G. Turrou, ex G-man,
who was adviser for “Confessions of a
Nazi Spy.” Everett Callow accompanied
him to a press breakfast. Temple University student meeting, two radio broadcasts, and a B’nai B’rith reception. Then
Milt Young took him over for a visit
around the circuit, Reading, Lancaster and
nearby points . . . Frank Friestock,
Cumberland, at New Cumberland, Pa., is
planning to build a new $50,000 house in
the same town . . . Saul Krugman, former
Grand National branch manager, has become United Artists’ Harrisburg salesman. And he joined the staff just in time
to get in on the Hollywood convention trip.
Other UA trippers are Harry D. Bodkin,
Joe Singer and Mort Magill. They’re also
going to visit San Francisco’s World Fair.
Herb Given is reported slated to replace
Krugman as Grand National branch manager . . . Garrison Film’s “Four Hundred
Million” will be released through Clark
Films . . . The office team, traditionally
the most anemic bunch in any business,
came through to win the soft ball championship in the Horlacher league. Jim
Clark

was the star pitcher . . . The Columbia Pictures gang is getting ready to
leave for the Atlantic City convention . . .
The Monogrammers have gone to Chicago.
Bill Porter, office manager, spent the last
day in the office beaming at everybody in
his new suit.

Oscar Neufeld

is busy with another

Greeting a French-German-Russian

Walter Potamkin from the Adelphi to the
Frolic, and Charles Wagner vice versa . . .
The wife of Stanley Benford, Earle, is

Demands End to Theatre
Action, 14 Years Old

sick . . . Michael Dolid, Vitaphone salesman, was in town to see Bill Mansell,
Warner branch chief . . . John Nolan,
Comerford, is ill in a New York hospital.

Philadelphia — A theatre
which has been dragging

Peymsylvania may get into pictures yet,
with the current wave of historical films.
RKO is reported getting ready to film
“Pennsylvania Uprising,” which deals with
the protest by settlers against the treaties
made in the 1760’s by the British with the
Indians . . . Four “ Queens for a Day” were
feted at the Variety Club last week — Mrs.
Charles Zagrans, Mrs. William Clark, Mrs.
Harry Blumberg and Mrs. Ben Blumberg.
Entertainers included Tony Martin, Larry
Vincent and Chaney arid Fox . . . Many
premium deals which run out early this
month in Stanley -Warner houses are not
being renewed. The circuit is apparently
now putting more
shows.

reliance in three-hour

of

his philanthropic ventures. He’s helping
promote the Eastern Bicycle Championship races at League Island Park end of
this month. Profits are to go to building a
clubhouse for South Philadelphia youngsters, to get them off the streets . . .
Movement on in the Showmen’s Club to
arrange a dinner for Ray O’Rourke, Doris,
former president . . . Ascap Representative
Hillary Brown was in town for a visit . . .
Variety Clubbers are back from the Detroit
convention. Those who made the trip
were Bill and Jim Clark, Jack Beresin,
Eli M. Orowitz, Albert J. Fischer, Ben
Amsterdam.
Berger, Ideal, is having a 25th anniversary party . . . Dave Yaffe has left
Allied, gone back to his law practice. His
place is now officially taken by Sally
Fisher, formerly of Allied of New Jersey.

Exhibitors,

looking

forward

with

dread

to a dull summer, will face more competition in the new Bucks County Playhouse,
New Hope, which will bring screen stars
of prominence to play leading roles.
Among those already named are Robert
Montgomery, Luise Rainer, Lillian Gish,
Lucille Watson, Burgess Meredith . . .
Morris Kret, Affiliated, is seriously ill . . .
Norman “Nooky” Beckett is fixing over
his cigar store . . . The Arcadia, Wilmington, is closed. Fred Leopold, manager, has
been shifted to the Grand Opera House,
as was his assistant, Stanley Zebrowski.
Wallace
where.

J. Harding

was

transferred

are planning a bang-up housewarming in their new North Broad Street
office this week . . . Affiliated shifts send
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lawsuit here,
along for 14

years, came to a weary finish last week,
when Judge Leopold Glass demanded both
parties make concessions and settle the
matter.
The case arose out of an agreement
made in 1925 for the sale of a theatre to
Abraham Graboyes by
litigation was before
court once and superior
hearing the arguments
decided it was time to

Louis Kapner. The
the state supreme
court twice. After
again, Judge Glass
call a halt.

neon clock has acquired such a reputation
for accuracy that the City Hall's electrical
bureau, a little way down the street, uses
it to check up on the city’s timepieces —
according to Max Miller, Golman circuit
publicity man.
Exploitation plans for the “Union Pacific” train, being arranged by Earle
Sweigert, Paramount, and Everett Callow, Warner, grow more and more elaborate. Newest item is a special luncheon in
the train’s diner. Half a dozen Hollywood
cuties will be there . . . Herman Tucker,
Quality

Print, won

at Frank

a bottle of champagne

Palumbo’s

the

other

night,

by

pitting his skill at the “bowling alley”
there against a Sears and Roebuck champ
team . . . Gene Marcus, Allied Pictures,
has gone back into the production field.
He’s completing a picture in New
soon to be released in this area.

York,

else-

Lew

Allied men

Lovely —

Philadelphia Warner circuit officials smile in welcome to Lya Lys, ivho appears in “Confessions of a Nazi Spy.” A performer on the French stage,
she was born in Berlin of Russian parents. Shown with her are, standing:
Dave Weshner, downtown zone manager; Ted Schlanger, zone circuit head;
Jim Flynn, neighborhood manager. Seated: Joseph Bernhard, general manager; Harry Goldberg, general advertising director, and A. J . Vanni, Wilmington zone manager.

Norbert Nawn, Lansdowne, is a doublethreat man. He alternates between taking
tickets and playing the organ . . . Warner
Brothers are said to be planning to make
a film on the grounds of Valley Forge
Military Academy, if the latter will approve. . . The News Theatre’s handsome

Oscar Neufeld’s Kathryn Case appears
on the Pic this week . . . Lewen Pizor,
UMPTO boss, has been named to the
transportation committee for the national
Allied meeting . . . Homer Keller, Topton
Palace, Allentown, is sick at home . . .
Exhibitors seem more interested in getting to the New York Fair than in business complications.
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B IU IF IF A l CO
ANNOUNCEMENT
of plans for a $700,000 building to house an 1,800-seat
theatre on the site of the old ShubertTeck stirred a lot of interest in Buffalo
this week. It came from Harry Deitsch,
realty representative of a New England
insurance company (Massachusetts Mutual Life), which took over the property
about three years ago on default of a
mortgage. Deitsch’s plans call for stores,
bowling alley and cafe in addition to the
theatre, and also for construction such as
to provide parking space for about 400
automobiles on the roof of the building,
which would be two stories high.
The announcement set forth that “a
nationally known theatre organization has
signified its intention of operating \he
theatre.” Vincent R. McFaul of Buffalo
Theatres, Inc., said his company had been
approached, but nothing further had been
discussed. The N. K. Dipson-Basil Brothers interests, who recently acquired leases
on the downtown Century and the North
Tonawanda Riviera, as well as buying the
East Side Bailey, also were contacted, but
representatives were non-commital . Dewey
Michaels, owner of the Palace ( burlesque )
and the Mercury, also was mentioned.
The Teck has been a Buffalo landmark
for 50 years. On its stage performed all
the big names of the legitimate theatre,
while on its screen after the war were
shown several of the film spectacles that
made film history. For the past three
seasons it has been merely a shell of itself. All portable or removable equipment
was sold to film houses.
Ruben Farber of the Commodore, East
Side community house, has been seriously
ill for several days . . . Twenty exhibitors
were Paramount Manager Ken Robinson’s
guests at the reception accorded the touring Union Pacific exploitation party here.
The visiting players scored triumphs, and
lured 30,000 persons to the railway terminal.
The Star, Thomas Amerose’s house
in Middleport, is all new inside, including
seats, carpet and projection equipment.

Loew 28-Week Profit Is
$118,831 Below 1938
New York — Net profit of Loew’s for the
28 weeks ended March 16, 1939, was $118,831 under the net earnings for the same
period last year.
The figures show $6,368,847 as net for
the current 28 weeks after setting up a
$900,000 reserve for contingencies, as compared to $6,487,678 and a $400,000 contingency reserve for the same period the
previous year.
The

current earnings, after all deductions, are equivalent to $3.68 a share on
common stock, in contrast to $3.76 a share
for the same 1938 period. Operating profit
of Loew’s and subsidiaries, after deducting
preferred dividends, amounted to $10,516,538, as compared with $10,207,339 for the
identical period in 1938.

New York Fund Leaders
Make Report May 10
New

acMarcel

Pagnol’s latest, “Regain,” which will be
released under the title of “Harvest.”

50-D

general manager of Neighborhood Theatres, has signed contracts with Altec for
the servicing of all theatres in the circuit.
Katherine

Mebane

Fridley,

cashier

of

the National, was killed in an auto accident near Hanover Courthouse . . . Dora
N. Cason, sister of Al and Herman Nowitsky, Wilmer and Vincent officials, died in
Norfolk on April 14 . . . Edith Lindeman,
film editor, Times Dispatch, rounded up

Coming and going; Bob Folliard, RKO
Washington manager, visited town . . .
Lanny Ross, the film and radio star,
visited friends here . . . Herman Rubin,

B. S. Moss is chairman of the exhibitors’
committee; Ned E. Depinet, distributors;
and Herman Robbins and Ralph I. Poucher, respectively, the allied industriesaccessories and laboratories groups.

GN Sets Four Features
For Release in May

Junior

High School and the Medical College Auxiliary . . . The Neighborhood
Theatres Duckpin League finished up last
week, with the State team copping first

city manager, Neighborhood Theatres,
was over from Petersburg . . . Allen Sparrow, Loew’s manager, visited Norfolk . . .
Eddie Martin, Republic salesman, in town
. . . Tom Pitts, manager of the East End
and Patrick Henry theatres, visited his
home office in Fredericksburg . . . C.
Harry

New

York— Grand National has set release dates for four pictures in May, the
first batch of new product the company
has made available since its production

John

Taylor, RCA district service manager, and his wife visited Bill Attmore . . .
Curtis Caldwell, manager of the Lee,

Appomattox,
the doctor.

in town

with his wife to visit

Warner and Eua month ago.

Extensive

Control

“Six-Gun Rhythm” is down for May 13;
“Panama Patrol,” second of the Cipher

Organized

Songwriters

squabble with Franklyn
gene Frenke more than

May

27; “The

Singing

Cowgirl,”

May

31.

Given

New

York — Complete control over recordings, transcriptions and synchronizations of their compositions has been given
songwriters, about 600 strong, after lengthy
negotiations with music publishers and the
Song Writers’ Protective Ass’n. The deal
becomes effective June 1 for two years.

New York — Paramount’s motions to dismiss the suit by minority stockholders and
its alternation plea for a bill of particulars clarifying the complaint will be heard
on May 14, it is decided by mutual consent
of opposing counsel.

Hays Group Turns Down
Fair's Exhibit Offer
New
advisory

York — Members
council

of the advertising

of the Hays

office turned

down

a proposal by the World’s Fair committee to stage an industry exhibit in one
of the available buildings.

Biggest Gross in History
Goes
to " —Snow
Hollywood
“Snow White
White "and

distribution

issued for same ... Joe Mullen, manager of the Bellevue Theatre, visited his
mother and new stepfather at Langley
Field last Sunday . . . Sam Bendheim jr„

It had been intended to report the figures at the fund dinner at the WaldorfAstoria Monday evening, but late returns
made this impractical. The fund gathered
close to $85,000 in the industry last year.

Paramount Minority Suit
Motions Are Delayed

quired for American

been

prize, followed by Byrd, Grand, Westhampton, Venus -Ponton and BrooklandBellevue.

Chicago — The four districts formerly supervised by John McPherson, National
Screen Service district manager who has
resigned to promote a theatre game in
California, will function temporarily with
respective zone managers in charge, each
answering to Percy Barr, branch manager
here.

Get
Pagnol's Latest
York — French Cinema Center

southern premiere of “Man of Conquest” at Wilmer and Vincent’s Colonial
. . . The state highway department is now
checking all billboards throughout the
state to see whether or not permits have

York — Chairmen of the four principal industry committees working in behalf of the Greater New York Fund are
expected to make known results of their
efforts at a meeting in the offices of J.
Robert Rubin, motion picture division
chairman, May 10.

Bureau series, May 20; “Exile Express,”
starring Anna Sten and Alan Marshal,

New

the

her series of public addresses last week
when she spoke before the Chandler

Temporary Zone Heads
Over Four NSS Units

McPherson was in charge of the Chicago, St. Louis, Minneapolis and Detroit
areas. He was in New York over the
weekend, prior to going to Los Angeles
where he will establish headquarters for
a game called Movie Cash.

^AVID WHELAN, director of exploitation
for Republic Pictures, was in town for

Seven

the
Dwarfs” has outgrossed any picture ever made with an estimated gross

of $6,740,000, according to a claim advanced by the Walt Disney studio. An
additional $2,000,000
eign runs.

is expected

from

for-

Peter Mayer Quits Pathe ;
To Europe With Kline
New York — Peter Mayer has resigned as
coast editor of Pathe News. He joins
Herb Kline on a trip abroad to make a
documentary film.
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THE

AND

NEWS

(Hollywood

Office — Suite 219 at 6404 Hollywood

Arbitration Plan to

Labor

Majors Next Week

SWG

New York — Admitting the arbitration
proposals as contained in the latest trade
practice draft “are not final by any
means,” a distributor’s representative informs Boxoffice a revised edition of the
arbitration section, based on criticisms by
independent exhibitor organizations, will
be distributed among sales managers next
week for examination.
In the opinion of this spokesman, the
forthcoming arbitration proposals will
have undergone sufficient alteration to
make it acceptable to “the majority” of
exhibitors, both independent and affiliated. Rather than risk criticism should his
advance information not find acceptance
among all participating distributors, the
informant declared “all objections have
been overcome — most of them were a matter of rephrasing the language — and the
lawyers have done this.”
There is some concern, it appears, over
the recourse left open to participants in
an arbitration procedure if the person
against whom there is a decision refuses
to acknowledge it.
“Of course, we could go to the courts
and seek adjudication based on the fact
that this party signed an arbitration
clause

and

agreed

to abide

by all deci-

sions,” it was pointed out, “but this would
only defeat the purpose of arbitration.”
The hope was expressed by this executive that every signatory to an arbitration agreement would live up to it in letter and spirit.

Producer-Labor Agreement
Action Waiting on Hays
With Will Hays’ expected arrival in
Hollywood next week, followed a few days
later by Pat Casey, labor contact, local
Hays office attaches expect action to be
taken on a number of matters now either
hanging fire or being handled through the
New York office. Of prime importance
among these is the setting of a date for
the annual producer-labor
agreement conferences and

basic working
the possibility

that a five-day work week for the industry may be adopted.
Although Hays has not notified the local
office of his specific plans while on the
coast, the general belief is that the omnipresent Hollywood labor turmoil will reBOXOFFICE
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PRODUCTION

Blvd; Ivan

Spear,

Turmoil

as

and Local 37 Resist

1. Indicating an early return to thg
National Labor Relations Board, the
Screen Writers Guild executive board
vetoed a working agreement as approved
by the producers.
2. With court being requested by the
local to schedule a new trial immediately,
superior court declared the International
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes’
suit seeking a
permanent injunction
against Local
mistrial.

37’s ousted

response

to the

fied the contract
The IA-Local

veto

by

the

SWG

of producer-approved working agreement,
the producers have written the Screen
Writers Guild denying that they (the producers) had rejected the guild’s minimum
demands, and charged that the guild committee did not act in good faith in vetoing
the drafted pact. Guild President Brackett, in reply, hints that the producers are
dodging the facts.
The SWG
continues to hold out on
in its producer

negotiations:

An 80 per cent Guild shop, three-and-onehalf-year agreement and insistence that
the writer own all material written by him
during layoff periods. Producers offer
a seven-year contract which prohibits
writers from working while on layoff.
NLRB officials have been notified of the
failure of the negotiations, which came

at a special meeting.
37 mistrial order was

based on the court’s decision that the I A
had not presented sufficient evidence that
an “emergency” existed when,
international representatives

last March,
seized con-

trol of Local 37’s records and headquarters. Superior Judge Emmett Wilson
shortly thereafter fined Jeff Kibre, Joseph
Carpenter and Guy Cooper, local ousted
officers, for contempt of court for opening new local headquarters and for distributing cartoons and letters deriding the
international officers after being served
with

officers to be a

3. Three successful candidates in the
April 16 election to fill 17 vacancies on
the Screen Actors Guild junior council
filed suit in superior court to test the
validity of the election and securing a
temporary injunction restraining the SAG
from ordering a new election.

three points

Manager)

Continues

Assurance that Hollywood’s turbulent
labor situation will remain in turmoil indefinitely came as the result of developments on three fronts:

In

Western

CENTER

a court order restraining such tactics. Also issued was a temporary order

restraining

was

the international

from

tamp-

ering with the local’s records pending setting of a date for a new trial. The IA
further ordered to post a $40,000 bond

to protect approximately $56,000 in dues
and assessments from the local, upon
which Local 37 announced termination of
its “dues strike.”
The suit against

the

SAG,

which

was

filed on behalf of the three extras by Attorney Alvin B. Baranov, is causing the
Guild to temporarily sidetrack its other
activities, chief among them final details
prior to signing of its agency-licensing
contract. This is reportedly nearly ready
for submission to the Artists Managers
Guild for signatures. The complaint filed
by Baranov, which names the entire SAG
board of directors and present members
of the junior council as defendants,
charges that Ed Heim, Paul Cook and Eddie Aquilina, elected in the balloting, were
refused seats on the council. The Guild,
however, maintains the election was invalid because less than 20 per cent of the
“B” membership turned out to vote.

rati-

Supporters of Heim, Cook and Aquilina
planned a mass meeting seeking further
assistance in their fight to seat the trio
and 14 other elected members.

ceive most of his attention. Casey has
been east for more than a month contacting international union executives in
an effort to arrange an early date for the
labor parleys and endeavoring, also, to
clarify the position of the IATSE in the
setup, that international having granted
autonomy to four studio locals and now
being in the midst of a bitter jurisdictional
dispute with its Local 37.

The Society of Motion Picture Film Editors met to ratify its new producer contract, under which wage tilts and improved working conditions have been
gained. Producers have approved a new
bargaining agreement with the American
Society of Cinematographers. Now up
for consideration before producers is a
100 per cent Guild shop agreement with
the Screen Set Designers.

after the producers

association

had

H
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Calendar Kept Full
By Progressives
No letup is apparent in the diversified
activities scheduled for May by the film
colony’s many
progressive, anti-Fascist
organizations. Spurred by the success of
the “Town Meeting” held on the steps of
the Los Angeles hall and attended by
more

than 12,000 peace-lovers, these liberal groups have scheduled numerous lectures, organizational meetings and social
events for the next few weeks.
Keynote speech at the “Town Meeting,”
called as a climax to “National Peace and
Security Week,” was an address by Mayor
Fletcher Bowron of Los Angeles. Film

colony was represented by Melvyn Douglas, Irving Pichel, Herbert Biberman and
Gale Sondergaard, and those attending
pledged support of the campaign to urge
the United States to adopt the Thomas
amendment to the Neutrality Act. Sponsors included Bette Davis, Miriam Hopkins, Carl Laemmle, Joseph Schenck,
Gloria Stuart, Edward G. Robinson,
George Cukor, Groucho Marx, Kenneth
Macgowan, Jeffrey Lynn, Anatole Litvak
and scores of other Hollywood notables.
Continuing its spring membership drive,
the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League held the
second in its eight-lecture series, with Dr.
Norman Byrne, featured speaker, discussing "Democracy Is Born in America.” The
League is also a spearhead in organizing
local liberal circles in preparation for the
launching of the nationwide $1,000,000
Spanish Refugee Relief campaign, which
gets under way here May 9 with the arrival
of Julio Alvarez Del Vayo, foreign minister of the Loyalist Spanish government
during the recent revolution. Dorothy
Parker, Theodore Dreiser, Lillian Heilman,
Paul Muni and others are among the
sponsors.
Viola Brothers Shore and John Howard
Lawson, scenarists, appeared as guest
speakers in a lecture-demonstration held
by the Associated Film Audiences, discussing the screen’s interpretation of controversial subjects. Next event for the
AFA

will be “A Day on Location,” scheduled for May 7, for which tin-types, peep-

shows, old-time movies and other
tisements have been announced.
Sponsored

by

Ernst

Lubitsch,

diver-

William

Dieterle

and Mrs. Bruno Frank, the European Film Fund is showing an exhibit of
oil paintings and water colors created by
Werner Philipp, foreign artist.

Final

Congressman Dies Guest
At 20th-Fox Luncheon
Congressman

Martin

Dies,

featured

speaker at the “Stand By America” program in the Hollywood Bowl, was officially welcomed to the film capital at a luncheon at 20th Century-Fox attended by leading industry executives and a group of the
studio’s top-ranking Thespians. Joseph
M. Schenck, as head of the producers association, introduced the visitor, who
spoke briefly to an audience comprising
Louis B. Mayer, Y. Frank Freeman, George
J. Schaefer, Jack and Harry Warner, Samuel Goldwyn, Darryl F. Zanuck, Walter
Wanger, William Goetz and Irving Berlin,
as well as the acting roster.

German-American Writers
Congratulate Warner
For

his courage in producing “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” Jack Warner has received telegraphic congratulations from

the German-American
New York City. The

Writers
message

Ass’n, of
declared:

“German-American Writers’ Ass’n, representing free and democratic German literature, congratulates you on great WarNazi

ner Bros, production ‘Confessions of a
Spy.’ Our association especially appreciates your courageous stand in showing true color of Naziism and stressing

fact that ‘German people are not Hitler,’
and declares that picture is a monumental
contribution to democracy. It must be
seen by every American.”
The wire was signed by Oskar Maria
Graf,
Georg. Ferdinand Bruckner and Manfred

Assign

UA Prepares for
Sales Convention

Bischoff

Warner has assigned production of “The
World Moves On,” a prohibition-era story
by Mark Hellinger, to Sam Bischoff. Film
rolls May 15 with Humphrey Bogart and
Ann Sheridan heading the cast.

details of United Artists’ 20th anniversary sales convention, opening at the

Ambassador Hotel, May 8, for a four-day
session, are being drafted by Lynn Farnol,
advertising-publicity director, aided by
Monroe Greenthal and A1 Margolies, here
in advance of a contingent of officials,
executives, district and branch managers
and salesmen who will arrive May 7 on a
special convention train.
Headed by Murray Silverstone, chief of
UA operations, the eastern delegates will
meet with Samuel Goldwyn, David O.
Selznick, Walter Wanger, Edward Small,
David

L. Loew

and

Sol Lesser,

UA

pro-

ducers. The company’s 1939-40 product
lineup will be announced and its sales
policy outlined. One of the convention
highlights will be a lavish party for the
visitors, now being plotted by representatives of the UA production units.
On the same day, May 8, Republic will
open its western regional sales meeting in
San

Francisco. Herbert J. Yates, currently at the studio, and E. H. Goldstein

will attend from Hollywood, with the twoday session to be conducted by James R.
Grainger, sales head.
Two weeks later, May 20-22, Columbia
has scheduled its third and final regional
sales huddle, to be held in Hollywood. Abe
Montague, general sales manager, Rube
Jackter, his assistant, and representatives
of six western exchanges will be on hand,
as will Harry Cohn, president, and, possibly, Jack Cohn, vice-president of the
company.
This will be followed June 8-10 by
Paramount’s western sales convention,
which President Barney Balaban has indicated he will attend. Also scheduled to
journey to Hollywood for the meeting are
Neil Agnew, distribution head; Russell
Holman, eastern production contact and
Robert Gillham, head of advertising and
publicity.
From present

aspects,

the

Paramount

huddle

will wind up the west coast’s participation in the annual barrage of sales
conventions, although RKO Radio studio
attaches declare there is a possibility a
western regional parley will be called by
that company following its national
vention in New York late in June.

Sennett a Co-Producer

con-

on

" Hollywood
Cavalcade "
Darryl Zanuck has signed Mack Sennett,
veteran

Hosts to an Investigator —
Harry M. and Jo,ck L. Warner play host to Congressman Martin Dies , head
of the committee investigating un-American activities, at a luncheon at the
Warner Studio. Jack Warner, holding the paper, is flanked by Harry Warner, left, and Congressman Dies, right. Seated next to Dies is Hal B. Wallis,
executive producer. Other guests are American Legion officials.
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comedy-maker, to function as coproducer with Harry Joe Brown on 20th

Century-Fox’s “Hollywood Cavalcade.”
Sennett will also act as technical director.
Picture rolls shortly under Director Irving
Cummings, from a screenplay by Ernest
Pascal. Alice Faye and Don Arneche will
co-star.

Landers

Lew Landers
Seizer” at RKO

Directs "Seizer"

will direct
Radio.
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Increase in Budgets
Awaiting Republic
Announcing that no changes in the studio personnel are contemplated and declaring that he will order a substantial
increase in budgets for the new season’s
production program, Herbert J. Yates,
chairman of the board of directors of Republic, is spending several weeks at the
North
M.

Hollywood studio. His first undertaking was a series of conferences with
J. Siegel, production head, concerning

the lineup for the next few months, following which Siegel headed for New York
for a month’s stay to hunt talent and
story properties. E. H. Goldstein has
taken charge of studio operations during
Siegel’s absence.
Yates will head

for San

Francisco

During

to

his first trip to Hollywood,

Maurice

Wilson,

head

of British

Grand

National, drops in on the set of GN’s “ The Miracle of Main Street.” Wilson,
third from left, is seen with Wynne Gibson, Mrs. Wilson, Veda Ann Borg,
Director Steve Sekeley and Jack Skirball, GN production head.

attend the company’s western sales meeting May 8-9.
The Republic headman announced the
Gene Autry features for 1939-40 will be
tilted in cost about one-third over their

Plays .... Possibilities

present $60,000-$80,000 range and that the
1939-40 Autrys will be sold at a 50 per
cent increase over current season rentals.
Yates

predicted

foreign

grosses

this year

for the studio’s output will be doubled,
despite precarious world conditions.
The new season lineup, Yates said, will

New York — Reviews of the new plays
which continue to filter through, follow:

include six deluxe “Jubilees” at $750,000
each and four “Anniversary Specials” to
cost around $1,000,000. Following his stay
here, Yates will jaunt to Europe with

Number 82. A drama by Randolph Carter based on the novel by Emily Bronte,

Autry
tour.

on

a six-week
RKO

personal

Conferences

appearance

End

Signalizing an early breakup of production conferences, S. Barret McCormick,
RKO

Radio’s publicity-advertising director, and Max Gordon and Harry Goetz,
whose production unit is affiliated with
that company, have returned to New York.
President George Schaefer is scheduled to
follow within a few days, after spending
some time here in huddles with Pandro
Berman, studio production head, relevant
to the
Schaefer

1939-40 production program.
has also been conferring with

Harold Lloyd regarding the latter’s deal
to move in as a producer for one or more
pictures on the new season’s slate.
Intending to stay a month or more,
Hal Horne and Richard Condon, eastern
representatives for Walt Disney, have
checked in at the cartoon plant. Chief
topic of scheduled conferences will be
the drafting

of exploitation

plans for Dis-

ney’s next full-length cartoon, “Pinoccio,”
now in production. Horne is also set to
announce, within a few days, a successor
to Gregory Dickson as studio publicity director, Dickson having resigned.
S. Charles Einfeld, Warner publicityadvertising chief, has returned here following a sojourn in New York, during
which he supervised the premieres of
“Dark

Victory,” “Juarez” and “Confessions of a Nazi Spy.” He is now mapping
exploitation plans for a trio of forthcoming releases.
Having returned from a quick trip to
Manhattan. Boris Morros is searching for
space for his new independent firm.
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"Wuthering

Heights”

production staged and designed by Stewart Chaney, presented by Robert Henderson and Harry Young at the Longacre
April

27. The cast includes Edith Barrett, John Emery, Viola Roache, Francis
Compton, Robert Bartron, Sherling Oliver,
Peggy Converse. The critics:
Robert

Coleman,

Daily

Mirror — We

still

think there’s a rousing drama in the
Bi’onte novel, but Mr. Carter hasn’t been
able to capture it for the stage . . . compressed behind the footlights seems a
dull and puny affair . . . It’s a dismal,
depressing study in pettiness, viciousness
and insanity. We doubt that it will be
with us very long.
Burns Mantle, Daily News (two stars)
. . . the nicest thing is the fresh new
Victorian settings by Stewart Chaney . . .
Edith Barrett escapes the sweetness of her
earlier stage adventures and brings considerable ruggedness and fire to Catherine
. . . John Emery stalks about, a hoarse,
unhappy, lumbering Heathcote, ruled by
his director and his author and not caring
much for either.
Richard Watts jr„ Herald-Tribune — It
is conceivable that there have been worse
plays presented in town this season . . .
I can assure you, though, that there has
been nothing quite so thoroughly and
hopelessly dull ... it can be added that
the new drama represents one of the most
embarrassing defeats that the screen has
yet inflicted upon
tunate stage . . .

the sometimes
Miss Converse

unforis the

only

person to come out of these unfortunate proceeding with any increase in
prestige.
John

Anderson,

Journal- American — In

the constant warfare between the drama
and the novel, the drama scored another
assassination last night at the Longacre
by hacking the life out of Emily Bronte’s
morbidly bitter masterpiece of love and
hate on the Yorkshire moors . . . Edith
Barrett enacts poor Cathy as Snow White
might
John

play Lady
Mason

Macbeth.
Brown,

Post — It has

been

the experience of this reviewer that neither the Brontes nor their novels make good
stage or screen material . . . The cardinal
sin of both play and film is that, despite
their good intentions, they achieve the
feat of making Emily Bronte incredibly
duil.
Richard Lockridge, Sun — About all he
misses is the mood of wild poetry which
gives the book its peculiar and compelling
quality ... I am afraid that, since there
is very little of the Bronte poetry remaining in the play, the leading characters
become somewhat trying on the stage of
the Longacre as they suffer before Stewart Chaney’s unusually handsome sets.
Brooks Atkinson, Times — But the burial
services conducted over the novel at the
Longacre last night are going to make a
lot of people think twice before they ever
look inside a Bronte work again. There
is nothing wrong with Randolph Carter’s
dramatization, except that it is overpoweringly dull . . . The Longacre is practically
picketing the Rivoli this week ... It was
a remarkable exhibition of human fortitude on both sides of the footlights.
a

Sidney B. Whipple, World-Telegram . . .
great deal of its artificiality is translated into drama ... it seldom is capable

of arousing intense excitement or emotion. I hasten to add that this cannot be
the fault of the exceptionally good cast,
and that it must, therefore, be attributed
to the difficulties of the adaptation . . .
One of the soundest performances is that
of Peggy Converse.
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HOLLYWOOD’S favorite adjectives,

had a part in its creation
well be proud.

running

the gamut from colossal to
unsurpassed — with epical, stupendous, magnificent, terrific and al} their
mouth-filling cousins falling into line —
worked overtime last week, and with justification, since three of the four features
shown at preview definitely indicated the
calling-forth and dusting-off of the most
extravagant critical superlatives. To allocate the three as to relative merit would
be both difficult and unfair, since each
is an outstandingly splendid attainment
of its individual
tion. Every one
seems slated for
choice as to their
content is purely

and distinctive producof the impressive trio
record grosses, while a
respective entertainment
a matter of the theatre

patron’s tastes. Declaring them to have
finished in a three-way dead heat would
give none the worst of it.
Paramount’s “Union Pacific,” another
triumph for Past Master Cecil B. DeMille
and perhaps his greatest accomplishment,
is a lusty slice of cinematic red meat.
Spectacular, sweeping and sincere, it races
through the pages of early American
road history, leaving in its wake a

railwide

trail strewn with every tried and true element of engrossing action. Meticulous as
to production detail, unstintingly mounted
and painstakingly directed, it sacrifices
nothing of showmanship import and
emerges
play

as a treat supreme for the melodrama addicts. A
tautly-spun screen
from the typewriters of Walter De

Leon, C. Gardner Sullivan and Jesse Lasky jr., tells of the building of the Union
Pacific railroad westward from Omaha
and the hardships and obstacles, natural
and man-made, which confronted the
hardy pioneers responsible therefor; a
story which affords each member of a

“Confessions

of a Nazi

and

filming may

Spy”

is the most

important salvo to date in Hollywood’s unofficial but nonetheless determined Americanization campaign, a broadside which
will certainly be heard in every nook and
cranny of the Americas, if not around the
world, for both its superior entertainment
qualities and the forthright and daring
manner in which it delivers its convincing
preachment of patriotism, which even the
most bigoted dare not term propaganda.
Truly flawless is the work of Edward G.
Brian Donlevy,
Overman.
The

other

Akim

two

Tamiroff

and

distinguished

Lynne

offerings

were Warner Brothers entries, “Juarez”
and “Confessions of a Nazi Spy.” Sombreness is the dominant characteristic of
the former, an historically-accurate celluloid repetition of a bloody and significant
page torn from the turbulent history of
Mexico. Thespically, it is quite probable
the most important picture in the triumvirate, boasting a star-studded cast emblazoning the magnetic names of Bette
Davis, Paul Muni, Brian Aherne, John
Garfield, Claude Rains, Gale Sondergaard
and a dozen or more of comparably important supporting luminaries. While
there are those who will opine that, as
entertainment, the picture suffers because
of its lack of lighter moments, all must
acclaim it as a masterpiece of productive
artistry, with honor to Associate Producer
Henry Blanke, Director William Dieterle,
and Scripters John Huston, Aeneas MacKenzie and Wolfgang Reinhardt for their
singleness of purpose in not comprising
the authentic austerity of the feature’s
genesis for the sake of popular appeal.

Robinson, Francis Lede?-er, Paul Lukas,
George Sanders and a host of less important, but equally good, Thespians.
They, with the technical and production
staff from Producer Robert Lord and Director Anatole Litvak to Scenarists Milton Krims and John Wexley, as well as
Leon

Turrou, the ex-G Man who functioned as advisor, must be credited with
hard-hitting, excellent work, combining
to make an equally hard-hitting and excellent motion picture.

It may be incongruous to mention the
fourth entry in the preview sweepstakes
in the same breath with the three abovenamed
“Lucky

cinematic triumphs, for Metro’s
Night” would have had to be entered in a much less impressive field to

make

a respectable showing. Far beneath the talents and popularity of its

co-stars Myrna Loy and Robert Taylor,
it is, with scattered exceptions, a dull and
utterly preposterous attempt to once again
recapture the charming abandon of the
classic, “It Happened One Night.” Taylor
and Miss Loy flounder, ill-at-ease, through
long stretches of pointless dialogue and
actionless situations concocted by Vincent

large and wisely-chosen cast opportunity
for praiseworthy performance; with special mention the just dues of Joel McCrea, Barbara Stanwyck, Robert Preston,

“Juarez” must not be considered from an
entertainment perspective alone. It is a
prestige picture of which everyone who

Lawrence and Grover Jones, a set of conditions that Director Norman Taurog could
not surmount. Louis D. Lighton garners
dubious credit as the producer.

4 GN Films Sel for

changes include “Panama Patrol,” a Fine
Arts feature which Franklyn Warner, FA

Personnel Additions

Prompt Release

president, had withheld temporarily; “Six
Gun Rhythm,” a Tex Fletcher western;
and “The Singing Cowgirl,” made by
Coronado.

Mark Major Units

Warner,
After several months in the doldrums,
during which production idleness found
the

company unable to supply its exchanges with films, Grand National has
hit an upbeat with four features slated
for immediate release, another before the
cameras and at least four more lined up
for early shooting.
Most important of the product acquired
is the

Eugene Frenke effort, “Exile Express,” turned over to GN for American
distribution after months of argument.
GN paid a substantial but undisclosed sum
to Frenke for delivery and the negative
is en route to New York, with two civil
suits involving possession of the feature,
filed some weeks ago in superior court,
withdrawn. Frenke is now huddling with
Jack

Skirball, GN production head, concerning production of two more Anna Sten
starrers, first of which probably will be
“Music for Madame.”
Other product turned
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over

to GN’s

ex-

who

has been

in New

York

for

several
FA

weeks, has returned and is expected to approve starting dates for three
features scheduled for GN
release.

Skirball is still shooting on “The Miracle
of Main Street” in two versions, Englishspeaking for GN distribution, Spanishlanguage for 20th Century-Fox.
Maurice Wilson, president of British
Grand National, Inc., trained out for New
York, accompanied by his wife, after a
short stay in Hollywood and brief conferences with Skirball and other GN studio attaches. He confined his visit purely
to a survey of the film capital and a vacation, discussing no possible product
deals.

Gregory

Dickson

has

been

appointed

chief publicist for Samuel Goldwyn Productions, moving over from a similar post
at the Walt Disney studios, where a successor to him has not yet been named.
Dickson takes over at Goldwyn’s for
John P. Miles, who has been retained on
the staff for special assignments in connection with the two current Goldwyn
productions,

“Music

School”

and

“The

Another
Real
Glory.”addition to the Goldwyn staff
is Bill Lasky, son of Jesse Lasky sr„ who
has
ter.

been

signed

as an

assistant

film cut-

Charles

Resumes

Research

Lillian K. Deighton has returned to Selznick International to take charge of the
research department, the same position
she held until her resignation a year ago.

Leonard has been named producer-home office representative for Herbert Wilcox and the Max Gordon-Harry
Goetz production units at RKO Radio, the
appointment having been made by President George Schaefer. Concentrating on
advertising and publicity in connection
with pictures made

by these production
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ganizations, Leonard has taken headquarters on the RKO Radio lot. His last position was as one of the advertising executives for United Artists.
With

Victor

Fleming

checking

cording to studio announcement, for “a
week’s rest” under doctor’s orders, Sam
Wood has taken over direction of Selznick International’s “Gone With the
Wind.” Selznick is pushing for completion of the film by June, and to that end
has four units working simultaneously.
To

be

replaced

by

Raymond

Hatton,

just signed to a term contract, Max
hune has wound up his association

Terwith

Republic as a member of the “Three
quiteers” western series. He had
featured in the films for four years.
Paramount has boosted Don Robb

Mesbeen

Lya Lys, Warner player,
from New York where she

has returned
attended the

premiere of "Confessions of a Nazi Spy”
. . . Raymond Griffith, 20th Century-Fox
producer, has left for New York for a
month’s

scripters- — Talbot Jennings, Sheridan Gibney, Maxwell Shane, Julian Josephson,
Nat Perrin and Melville Baker have checked off the lot upon completion of their
respective assignments.
Inter-factional union disputes and negotiations with producers notwithstanding,
studio employment registered an upswing
in April over March, according to business managers of the various crafts. A
preliminary report from Central Casting
revealed placements for extras had risen
5,000, to a 21,000 total, over the previous month.

Albert Levoy, who was an aide to Nat
Levine while the latter was an M-G-M
producer, has been promoted to associate

Awaiting
When

Proper Site

have

left for

Manhattan

for

an

eight-

holiday . . . Dennis O’Keefe is planning a month’s sojourn in Mexico . . . Don
Ettlinger and Karl Tunberg, 20 th CenturyFox writers, have returned from England,
where

they have been on a writing
mitment for several months.

com-

x

Russell

Hayden

and

June

Clayton

are

leasing William Boyd’s Malibu Beach
home for the summer . . . Frank Butler
and Don Hartman have been granted
leaves of absence from their Paramount
writing chores. Hartman plans a European trip and Butler is vacationing in
Oceanside . . . Two hundred actors, directors and executives attended a dinner
on an M-G-M sound stage honoring
Barrymore on his 61st birthday.

Lionel

*

Samuel Goldwyn turned over one of his
sound stages to the Assistance League as
the locale for a public circus and charity
ball . . . Mr. and Mrs. Henry Fonda have
left for New York, en route for a vacation
in South America . . . Frieda Inescort has

a suitable site has been

located

in

Hills, Sol Lesser will begin construction of a $100,000 bloc of film offices, plans for which have been drawn up.
The building will house eight complete
executive units and will contain projection rooms, dining, cutting and conference
rooms and a gymnasium. Sol Lesser Productions and the Ernst Lubitsch Corp. will
occupy two of the units, the remaining six
to be leased out.
Lesser must vacate his present quarters
in the old B. P. Schulberg studios by July
15, with Columbia moving in then to take
full possession. Between that time and
September 1, when Lesser expects to have
his new building completed, temporary
quarters will be utilized.

Borrow John Wayne
RKO

Radio

has

borrowed

John
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and Anna Neagle to Hollywood at a cocktail-tea. Wilcox is here to produce a picture in which Miss Neagle will star . . .
Hank Levy, publicity director for the Ted
Factor agency, and Consuelo Dominguez
Scarlott were married April 17, they have
revealed . . . A. G. Doyle, 20th CenturyFox manager in Japan, is spending a few
days at the studio en route to New York
for business conferences.
*

Nelson Eddy and his wife have returned
to Hollywood, Eddy having completed his
concert tour . . . Spencer Tracy is due
back from his European vacation May 25
to start to work in a new M-G-M feature
. . . First dance ever sponsored by women
members of Paramount’s studio club was
to be held Saturday at the Beverly Hills
Hotel, with Peggy Schwartz as chairman,
assisted by Olive Long, Lillian Rock and
Ruth

Duignan . . . Jack Benny is vacationing at Catalina Island . . . Nat Finston, Metro music head, will be guest conductor of the Los Angeles Philharmonic
orchestra, May 7, in the first concert for
the group’s

continuance

her

fund.

*

Ivan

younger sons, John Desider and Gabriel Curtiz ... A nominating committee

consisting of Walter Wanger, Mary McCall jr., Lucile Gleason, William Seiter,
Frances Goodrich and Ewell D. Moore will
name candidates for the Motion Picture
Relief Fund’s annual election June 27. A
president, four vice-presidents and a
treasurer will be chosen.
*

Fifth annual be7iefit polo game, sponsored by the Hollywood Auxiliary for the

Kahn, talent scout for 20th Century-Fox, has left on a two-month scouting expedition through the south and

midwest . . . Edward Small left for Honolulu for a two-week rest . . . Sonja Henie
was designated by the Norwegian consul
to handle arrangements for entertaining
Crown Prince Olaf of Norway and his
wife, Princess
day stay.

Martha,

due

in for a two-

*

Harold Lloyd, potentate of Al Malaikah
Temple, Shriners, was guest of honor at
a dinner given by the Temple Guard at
the Wilshire Country Club . . . Claudette
Colbert entertained the newlyweds, Tyrone
Power and Annabella,
tor Edmund Goulding
next week.

at dinner . . . Direcleaves for New York

Children’s Hospital, is scheduled for Sunday at the Riviera Country Club. The
committee includes Otto Kruger, Roger
Imhoff, Mary Astor, C. B. DeMille, Walter
Connolly, Reginald Denny, Rachel Field,

Film Preservatives Study
Released by Council

James Edward Grant, Edward G. Robinson, Buddy Rogers, Mary Pickford, George
Temple, Walter Wanger and George Zucco
. . . Don Ameche and Al Jolson planed
to Louisville to attend the Kentucky
Derby.

comprehensive report on film preservatives has been issued by the Research
Council of the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences. It is based on extensive

★

Wayne

from Republic to star in “Pennsylvania
Uprising,” a story of America before the
Revolution written by Neal Swanson. P. J.
Wolfson is working on the screen play and
will produce.

accompanied
*

two

Beverly

Warner

President George J. Schaefer of RKO
Radio welcomed Producer Herbert Wilcox

Mrs. Alma Curtiz, 81-year-old mother
of Director Michael Curtiz, has arrived
from Budapest, Hungary, to make her
home with her son and his wife, Bess
Meredyth. She is accompanied by her

Construction by Lesser

of three

Sidney Buchman, Columbia scripter, is
vacationing in New York . . . George Burns
and Grade Allen, with their two children,

on

also.

the screening
torical featurettes.

*

left for Manhattan,
husband.

of “Blackmail,”

with

★

producer at the studio, with “House of
Glass” as his first assignment. He will
serve as an associate of John Considine jr.
the production

Jerry Sackheim, Universal story editor, is
vacationing in New York for six weeks
. . . Crane Wilbur addressed some 2,000
members of the Ebell Club in conjunction

holiday — his first in four years.

week

from

the production office to assistant business
manager on two current pictures, and has
promoted Charles Cook, of the accounting
department, to a post as assistant to
Charles Boren, head of the labor contracts
bureau in the operations department. Six

some

tk.6

out, ac-

Producer-Director William K. Howard
will address the conference on delinquency
and crime prevention of the California
Probation
May 13.

Officers’

Ass’n

at Oakland

on

Available

throughout

the

industry,

a

tests conducted by the council’s committee
on improvement in release print quality.
Membership comprises L. E. Clark, Gerald
Best, A. C. Blaney, Gordon Chambers,
George Crane, Ferdinand Eich, J. G.
Frayne, Emery Huse, K. F. Morgan, Hollis
Moyse,

Ray

Wilkinson,

Gordon

Mitchell.
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Production Static With
39 Features in Work

Paramount Secretive on
"Heil America !" Plans

REVIEW

Production speed at the major film
plants remains static, 39 films being in
work and another seven scheduled to
start.

Once again proving that the industry’s
“anti-dictator” Americanization production policy is no flash in the pan, but a
dominant factor in the film lineup for

FLASHES

1939-40, Paramount has disclosed guarded plans for its first important contri-

Columbia gunned “A Woman
Is the
Judge” to total six. Monogram has two
in work, neither new starts. Metro
launched “Stronger Than Desire” after
one postponement, which gives it a total
of five in production. Paramount, with
eight on its sound stages, has no new ones
scheduled. Sol Lesser put “Way Down
South” into work as an RKO Radio release, that plant thus totaling three.
“Stand Up and Sing” and “The Road to
El Dorado” received the nod at Republic,
which also is filming another pair. 20th
Century-Fox is idling along
Universal is concentrating on

with
three

five.
fea-

tures, including the just-started “In Old
California” and a serial. Warner fired up
"Not Wanted” to total six in work.

CAPTAIN

film-making unit, for “La Inmaculada,”
first in a series of Spanish-language pictures. Andrea Palma, Mexican actress,
has been signed to star. Incorporation
papers have been filed in Sacramento,
listing Maury Cohen, former president of
Invincible Pictures and at one time an
RKO
Radio producer; Fortunio BonaNova, Harold E. Aaron and Arthur Wright
jr., as directors. Cohen will be in charge
production. No studio
lease has been negotiated.

Hood,

Aheme,

who

through

a

ably

is

of an

the

Australian

portrayed

fights

and

noteworthy

by

rides

Brian

his

adventure

drama, boasting several

prin-

new

way
melo-

twists

space

or

re-

McLaglen.
rected.

Hal

Roach

produced

and

Sam

Katzman has scheduled “Kid Racketeers,” first of an eight-picture series
starring Jimmy Dunn, for an immediate
start under the Victory Pictures banner.
Based on stories by Peter B. Kyne, the
action series will be aimed for state-right
distribution.

di-

mignon
a

of romantic comedies which telescopes laugh upon laugh until it gets to
habit. Claudette Colbert, James

PANAMA

LADY

(RKO)— Romantic

pro-

melo-

drama whose straight-from-the-shoulder
situations and dialogue lift it above its
obvious

budget

limitations

excessive

originality.

Lane.

Hively

ROSE
— A

Jack

OF

and

lack

Lucille

Ball,

of any
Allan

directed.

WASHINGTON

honey

and

a

SQUARE

natural

as

(20th-Fox)
a

and Fanny Brice. It should keep the boxoffice humming. Tyrone Power, Alice Faye,
Gregory

Ratoff

directed.

SCORCHED
EARTH, THE (Mindenburg)— An
indictment of Japanese aggression in
China

which

misses

its point

because

of

sloppy editing and confusing narration.
Newsreel clips compose the film.

COMPLETE

REVIEWS

on the above

pictures will appear in an early issue
of BOXOFFICE.

Single-Coated

The press of other picture commitments
has caused Paulette Goddard to tear up
her term acting agreement with David O.
Selznick, who hereafter will sign her on

Presaging a substantial price reduction for process work, Cinecolor, Inc., has
announced its production facilities will

basis.

She

is set for

the leading role in Selznick’s “Titanic,”
which rolls this summer. Currently in
Paramount’s “The Cat and the Canary,”
she next goes into Charles Chaplin’s “The
Dictators.”

Leaves

Republic

Ill-health, aggravated by a recent nervous breakdown, caused Aaron Rosenthal
to resign his position as head of the Republic studio legal department. Sylvia
Gilford now is handling the work.

56

production of “Dr. Cyclops,” the studio
announcement reveals merely that William
LeBaron, production head, will rush the
picture into work immediately and will
clothe

every phase of its making in secrecy. Identity of the writers working on
the story have been withheld, and the
studio declared an effort will also be

Processing

Of Films by Cinecolor

shortly be converted to handle processing of single-coated film in color. A. L.
McCormick, president of the company,
claims the innovation will also eliminate
many difficulties inherent in the processing of duplitized film, including simplified
splicing, a sharper image,
dling by projectionists.

and

to shield
rector and cast.

the

identities

of the

di-

The possibility that still another property of similar theme and scope may hit
the screen has been revealed with the report that Edmund
Grainger, Universal
producer, is seeking film rights to “Secret
Armies,” a documentary volume of foreign
espionage activities in this country, written by John Spivak.
Along more concrete production lines,
the present schedule calls for Charles
Chaplin to send “The Dictators” into
actual work, following months of preparation, at his studio next week. So far
only Chaplin himself, who will play a
dual role, has been definitely announced
for the cast.

follow-up

for "Alexander's Ragtime Band," with
plenty of songs made famous by A1 Jolson

A Picture-to-Picture Deal
For Paulette Goddard

a picture-to-picture

bution to the cycle, a vehicle titled “Heil
America!” Employing the same hushhush tactics which are surrounding its

made
IT'S A WONDERFUL
WORLD
(M-G-M)— Hold
tight — to the seat — and forget the seafood,
mama.
Metro has dished out the filet

A1 Jolson.

C. C. Burr has launched “Two-Gun
Troubadour,” a Fred Scott musical western, for Atlas Pictures and state-right release. Ray Johnson is directing.

and

rating as popular audience fare. A competent supporting cast is topped by Victor

Stewart, Guy Kibbee. Frank Davis
duced. W. S. Van Dyke directed.

A May 15 production start has been set
by Atalaya Films, newest independent

of

(UA)— Action

cipal asset of this saga
Robin

be

Independent Production
Picture Is Animate

FURY

easier han-

New Color Process by
Color Development
Not quite at the commercial stage as
yet, but set to be marketed within a
short time, another new color photography process for which claims of superiority and economy are being made is
being perfected by the Color Development
Co., newly-established outfit which has
established laboratories here.
Company

is headed

by Howard

C. Brown,

formerly with Cine-Color, Inc., who carries the title of general manager. The
new process, according to Brown, utilizes
sheeps’ blood corpuscles in place of starch
grains as dye carriers, which Brown declares produces a finer-grained screen
and removes most of the objections to
other types of additive color processing.
Filters are inlaid into the surface of ordinary black-and-white film stock, which
can then be run through standard cameras and screened through standard projectors. Chalmers Smith and Ray Pinker,
the inventors, have a basic patent.
Certain manufacturing problems in connection with coating the film, obtaining a
sufficient quantity of sheeps’ blood from
slaughter-houses and selection of the correct dyes remain to be cleared up. Brown
said, before the new
named— is marketed.

process — as yet un-

Assign Ray Enright
Warner

has

assigned

Ray

Enright

to

direct “On Your Toes,” the musical in
which Zorina and Eddie Albert will be featured. Shooting starts June 5.

RKO Hively
Radio Draws
has assigned
Jack Hively
"Spellbinder"
direct “The Spellbinder,” co-featuring
Tracy and Barbara Read.

BOXOFFICE

:: May

to
Lee
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Judy Garland Completes
Cross Country Tour

— Columbia

After spending several weeks on the
road trying out the songs she will sing

FRANCES
HYLAND
KARL
BROWN
to
— Metro

SCRIPTERS

- — Columbia
BILL,

ELLIOTT

signed

action pictures on the
CHARLES
VIDOR
ticket.

to

star

in

six

1939-40 slate.
handed
new

outdoor

directorial

—Metro
TALBOT
term deal.

JENNINGS

joins

writing

staff

on

GRACE
HAYES
draws term, contract as ^actress. First assignment is "Babes in Arms.”
—Paramount

17-year-old high school
McLAUGHLIN,
BETTY
student, given term acting contract.
I signed as musical adPASTERNACK
STEVE
Deceiver,” a Harry
visor on "The Double-Dyed
production.
Sherman
NEUKURT
and
writer,
BUTLER,
FRANK
MANN, director, each held for another year. Butler goes on vacation.
JACK
YELLEN
joins writing staff.
scripter, held for another
BIN YON,
CLAUDE
year. He is currently on loan to Columbia.
given term acting contract.
DALE
VIRGINIA
joins writing staff.
ST. JOHN
ROGERS
ADELA

She will work on
George Arthur.

a

"I Want

Divorce”

term

signs

JONES

GORDON
- — Republic

acting

for

Producer

contract.

signed
LANE
and BURTON
FREED
RALPH
of 1939,
to write the music for "Hit Parade
rolling next week with Phi! Regan starred.
signs to appear in ten
HATTON
RAYMOND
"‘Three Mesquiteers” westerns.
— 30th Century-Fox
joins writing staff in Sol
LEWIS
ARTHUR

Wurtzel’s

production unit.
given new one-year writSPERLING
MILTON’
a
I Am
on "Here
ing pact. He is working
Stranger.”
story editor, given new
JOHNSTON,
JULIAN
contract.
,
and FRANK
HILL
ETHEL
DRAKE,
WILLIAM
join writing staff, all without assignL. JAMES
ment as yet.

— Universal
EVE
GREENE
— Warner

added

to writing

staff.

contract to apsigns term
KENNEDY
TOM
pear in three films yearly. He is featured in the
“Torchy Blane” series.
given new term writing conHILTON
JAMES
Passage.”
tract. Next assignment is “One Way

Universal Starting May

8

On "Bright Victory"
In a sudden

switch

in production

sched-

FRED
MYTON
to “Gun
in which Bill Elliott will

in her next M-G-M
picture, “Babes in
Arms,” Judy Garland has returned to the
film capital to prepare for the film assignment. Her personal appearance tour
took her through the east and midwest.

of

Joseph

Santley

will direct

“Bright

Vic-

tory.”

of 20th Century-Fox’s “Rose of Washington Square.” Martin, who has been on
the road for 11 weeks, continues on to
Chicago for a three-week stand.
Hugh Herbert has headed for New York
after spending seven days in Chicago. Due

BARNEY

Addto the
"Copperhead"
schedule of two-reel

Added

his-

torical featurettes at Warner is “The Copperhead,” which Gordon Hollingshead will
supervise. Ted Osborne has the lead. Short
will be made in Technicolor.

“Hit Parade"
has

Sidney

Salkow

to direct “The Hit Parade of 1939,” which
rolls May 10 with Phil Regan starred.
BQXOFFICE

:: May

and

Legion,”

to

RIAN
JAMES
to
— 20th Century-Fox

SUTHERLAND
MORGAN

a

to

COX

to

serial.

“Reno,”

for

Producer

“Housekeeper’s

Robert

Daughter.”

head

ANDREW
BENNISON
to “Riders of the Law,”
Johnny Mack
Brown
western.
JAY DRATLER
and GERTRUDE
PURCELL
to
“The Sheik Returns,” which Ben Stoloff will produce and direct.

of the company, to make an extensive survey of the Mexican production
scene in an effort to determine whether
the establishment of a
film processing
laboratory would be feasible.
Upon returning, Coffman will go into
huddles with Yates, who is currently at
Republic’s

North

Hollywood

"Blackmail"

studio.

— Warner
SHERMAN
Producer

KOCH

Barney

Jansen Will Clef

BUYS

“Arizona

Cyclone”

for

to “Forgive

Us

Our

Trespasses.”

Briskin Head

Although Producer Sol Lesser has stepped out of active management to devote
his energies to his new United Artists deal.
Principal Pictures will continue to function
as a production unit, having announced a
schedule of three Bobby Breen starrers
for release through RKO
Radio during
1939-40. Barney Briskin, Principal production manager, assumes control. Titles include “Master Skylark,” “The Open Road”
“All Wires.”

Send Annabella

to France

Hughes

“Philadelphia Story,” stage
—Metro
Katharine Hepburn
is starring.

“Courageous Seaman,” by
vehicle for Wallace Beery.
—Monogram
“Wings
Over the
and “Junior Police,”
— Paramount

play

George

Andes,”
by Scott

in

which

Kayser,

by Hubert
Darling.

as

a

Hilton,

in "Frenchie"
To20thStar
Century-Fox
will send Annabella,
Tyrone Power’s new bride, to France in
June to star in “Frenchie,” to be made
there by the company’s English production unit under Robert T. Kane. A Hollywood director, not yet selected, will accompany her.

“Deadwood
City,” by Harrison Jacobs, to Producer Harry Sherman
as a high-budgeteer on his
1939-40 program.
—Republic

New
Added

“Rolling River,”
— RKO
Radio

by

Peter

“Headline Holiday,”
Reid will produce.

by

B.

Wolfe

Kyne.
Kaufman.

Cliff

Century-Fox
a

play

by

Gina

a Messenger” as a “Little
Ken Goldsmith producing.

Withers

Film Set

to the schedule

of Jane

vehicles at 20th Century-Fox

Kaus

40 season is “Corncob Kelly’s Benefit,”
a story by Peter B. Kyne, which John
Stone will produce.

To Hawaiian

Tough

Withers

for the 1939-

and

“Listen, Kids, by Lee Loeb and Mort Braus.
Max Golden will produce from a screenplay by
Loeb.
“Call
vehicle,

to

“The
John

Principal Continuing ;

Set Early

Musical score for Walter Wanger’s
“Winter Carnival” will be composed and
conducted by Werner Jansen. Picture is
for United Artists release.

-—20th

LOWE
Pivar.

BRESLOW
to
starrer, which

NAT
HIKEN
to “Slapsie Maxie,” first of a series
of .shorts to feature Maxie
Rosenbloom
and
Johnny
(Scat) Davis.
Hiken is a radio writer.
HOWARD

“Blackmail” goes on M-G-M’s early production schedule as an Edward G. Robinson vehicle, with John Considine jr. producing and Henry Potter directing.

—Howard

Ben

to Salkow

assigned

Murder.’

OWEN
FRANCIS
and LOU
Roughneck,” a Jane Withers
Stone
will produce.
—
Universal

“City in Darkness,’
Ladislaus Fodor.
— Universal

Republic

Show

Due back from Mexico City shortly is
Joe Coffman, of Consolidated Laboratories,
who was sent there by Herbert J. Yates,

STORY

sectional committee on motion pictures of the American Standards Association, which is active in the formal standardization of motion picture equipment
and techniques.

SIDNEY

SARECKY

JOHN
TWIST
— Hal Roach
Sisk.

and

the

and

“Zorro’s
Fighting
—
RKO
Radio

Surveys Mexico as Site
For Consolidated Lab

Honeyin Eng-

EDMUND
NORTH
to “Safari, to be produced
by Anthony
Veiller.
CAPTAIN
GEORGE
ARTHUR
to
“Madame
Mystery, Isa Miranda starrer. Three other writers
are already on the script.
- — Republic
S. K. LAUREN
to “Our Neighbors — the Carters.” Charles R. Rogers will produce.
SAM
FULLER
“Bowery
Boy.”

in Hollywood is John Payne, Warner player, who appeared in the midwest.

Edouari Representative
On Standards Forum
Farciot Edouart, of Paramount, will represent the Academy Research Council on

Frontier,”

RUSSELL
CROUSE
to “The Life and Melodies
Victor Herbert,” which Andrew
L. Stone will

produce.
STUART
PALMER
to “Dog
Lynne Overman
will be featured.

ules, Universal will roll “Bright Victory,”
co-starring Jackie Cooper and Freddie
Bartholomew, May 8, in place of “Flying
Cadets,” also a Cooper-Bartholomew vehicle, which is shoved back on the slate.

Lord of the
be featured.

HAROLD
GOLDMAN
to “Busman’s
Hang.”
moon.” Feature is slated for production
land by Victor Saville.
— Paramount

Concluding a week’s engagement with
her husband, Tony Martin, in Philadelphia, Alice Faye has gone on to New York
to appear in connection with the opening

back

to “Five Little Peppers.”
“The
Man
They Couldn’t

Guys”

Hawaii

has

Holiday

beckoned

and her parents,
week holiday.

who

have

Shirley

Temple

left for a six-
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Think Ramish Bears
Plaint to Capital

San

Los Angeles — Scheduled to leave for
Washington, D. C., within a few days,
Adolph

Ramish, head of Royal Amusements, Ltd., theatre circuit and distribution organization in Hawaii, is headquartering temporarily at the offices of the

Gore
ner.

Bros, circuit, in which

Ramish

he is a part-

will be accompanied

east by Lou

P.

S HE A T Y IL HE

Fourth of Six Regional
Metro Meets in Frisco
Francisco — ‘The fourth

of a

series

of six regional meetings between M-G-M
office managers, bookers and checking
supervisors takes place at the St. Francis
Hotel here May 14-15.
Alan F. Cummings, in charge
operations, will preside. He
joined by Charles K. Stern, Joel
William Brenner and Parke D.
the home office.
Delegates from five branches
attend are:

of branch
will be
Bezahler,
Agnew of
who

will

Rosen, an associate and theatre insurance man. Neither would reveal the
purpose of their trip, Rosen declaring it

Angeles — Ralph W. Carmichael, office manager; Jack Valpey and Clifford
L. Harris.

would be merely a “vacation.”
While Ramish evaded direct questioning
and said he would make no statement until
he had reached his destination, it was
the general consensus of opinion in local
distribution circles that he will file charges
with the department of justice charging
that Consolidated Theatres of Honolulu is
conspiring with the major distributors to

Portland — Mrs. Theo. I. Hasbrook, office manager; Andrew S. McCarl jr„ and
Delmore Nickerson.

withhold adequate product from the Ramish chain, in direct violation of the Sherman anti-trust laws. The belief that this

San Francisco — Thomas Aspell jr., office manager; Harry W. Schmidt, Harry
Weaverling, Harry B. Foxe, Leslie R.
Smith and Mervyn J. Noonan.
Local arrangements for the conference

is the object of his mission is lent additional credence by the fact that on several previous occasions Ramish has journeyed here and to New York from Honolulu for conferences with the major distribution company executives pertaining to
the zoning and allocation of product in
his Hawaiian houses.

New Allied Unit to Send
One Man to Conclave
Los Angeles — The
California, Arizona and

recently-organized
Nevada chapter of

Allied States Ass’n of Motion Picture Exhibitors will send at least one delegate to
the national

Allied convention

in Minne-

apolis, June 13-15, according to James C.
Quinn, executive secretary of the branch.
The delegate, as yet unselected, will carry
with him complete information as to the
local Allied membership’s stand on the
exhibitor- distributor trade practice code,
discussion of which will be one of the chief
topics of the convention.
As another step in its membership drive,
the Allied chapter here is endeavoring to
build exhibitor interest in the organization through distribution of a semi-monthly bulletin, which is going to unaffiliated
exhibitors, as well as to present Allied
members. First issue, prepared by Quinn,
contains

a summary of the Neely blockbooking bill hearings in Washington, D. C.,

Los

Salt Lake City — George A. Derrick, office manager; Sam Cooper and Byron
Darley.
Seattle — Joseph E. Comer, office manager; Harry Blatt and Ralph M. Nicholson.

are being handled by Langdon C. Wingham, branch manager, and Ernest Van
Pelt, exploiteer.

Wilshire " Showcase " With
Loew's State in L. A .
Los

Angeles — Fox
cided upon the Fox

the Hollywood-district “showcase” to play
first-run, day-date, with Loew’s State
downtown when the Chinese, current firstrun house in Hollywood, inaugurates its
stage show policy May 12. At the same
time the Carthay Circle Theatre will be
reopened to play day-date with the United
Artists on continued first-run policy which
heretofore has been in effect at the Wilshire.

Ralph Hathaway Moving
To the Carthay Circle
Los Angeles — -Fox West Coast will shift
Ralph Hathaway from the Fox Wilshire
Theatre to the Carthay Circle when the
latter house opens May 12 day-date with
the United Artists downtown. Hathaway
will function as house manager under
Ray Deusern. The Wilshire, at that time,
will begin
with Loew’s

" Stall Week " as Part of
Spy r os Skouras Drive
Los Angeles — As a means
ing increased interest on the
sistant managers and other
members, Fox West Coast

of stimulatpart of ashouse staff
slated April

West Coast has deWilshire Theatre as

first-run
State.

day-date

bookings

Inc., executives concerning 1939-40 product
buys for the Fox West Coast circuit, Larry
Kent, head booker for FWC, has returned
from New York. The chain has made no

of the Spyros Skouras Showmanship campaign now under way among divisions of
National Theatres, Inc.

definite commitments

with

any

of the dis-

tribution companies for the new

of “Wuthering

Heights.”

H. S. McLeod of the Theatre Utility Service Co. with headquarters in Portland
announces that his partner , Bill Stober,
will open Seattle offices on Filmrow, with
Bill making his headquarters here . . .
Wallace Early, manager of recordings and
record sales for RCA Victor Corp. was
a visitor this week. He tells that the sales
of phonograph records for the first quarter of this year were double those for the
same period last year. Hits from various
musical films were among the top sellers
. . . Frank Neuman sr. is out on an inspection tour of the Northwest Evergreen
Theatres, of which he is president.
Oscar Oldknow on a tour of the National
Theatre Supply offices, flew out for Salt
Lake and Chicago after spending some
time here with Heaton Randall, local manager . . . Another visitor this week is Max
Morris, president of Western Poster Co.,
who arrived from San Francisco. He spent
a few days here with Don Beckman, the
local representative . . . Art Slater, head
of the Northwest Film Service, is off to
attend the convention of carriers being
held in New York, while Jimmy O’Neal
accompanied by his wife, Sylvia, and his
daughter, Joan, is away for San Francisco
and Los Angeles, both on business and
pleasure.
Jack Rue will be transferred from the
Portland branch of Republic Pictures to
Seattle to fill the vacancy left in the sales
staff by Sain Milner who went to Los
Angeles to join the Universal sales staff.
J. T. Sheffield, president of Republic Pictures of the Northwest, has not yet announced who will be placed on the Portland sales staff . . . Pete Higgins left
by plane for Los Angeles to attend the
birthday of his dad. The grand old man
was celebrating his 98 th year . . . Danny
left by

plane

for Minneapolis

to

Goldstein, Monogram head in the Northwest, and Cecil Fames, in charge of the

27-May 4 as “staff week,” during which
managers of local FWC houses have stepped aside and turned over operational
duties to their assistants. Stunt is a part

58

presentation

Matin

Angeles — Having completed conferences in the east with National Theatres,

product.

haven’t been so honored. The whole affair
was very refreshing and added to the

spend a few days there before attending
the Monogram convention in Chicago. Al

Larry Kent Back From
Eastern Conferences
Los

fJIGHLIGHT of the week was the classy
premiere of the picture, “Wuthering
Heights,” which opened at the Music Box
Theatre. Telegrams sent from Hollywood
and signed by Sam Goldwyn invited the
selected guests to attend the opening night
of the picture. The theatre was kept dark
all day until the premiere time in the
evening. State, city and county officials
and numerous other pillars of northwest
society were among the audience and
everything worked out very smooth. This
is the first time in many years such a
doggy formal opening has been worked.
Even several world premieres in past years

season’s

Portland office, will follow three days later
than Danny . . . George Smith, district
manager for Paramount, flew out for Salt
Lake and from there left for Omaha
to attend the premiere of ‘‘Union Pacific”
. . . Addie Young, back from a Spokane trip, will leave this weekend with
Ethel Dow for a vacation trip to California.
BOXOFFICE

:: May
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WALL, Arizona territory salesman for 20th Century-Fox, is organizing a Filmrow salesman and bookers club
. . . Jimmy Graff, manager of the Hub
Theatre on Central Avenue, is congratulating himself on a narrow escape. He
ejected a disorderly patron, who promptly
flashed a knife on him. Graff threw up
his arm, warded off the blow and escaped
unstuck . . . John Menard came in to
book for his Norwalk Theatre, Norwalk,
and the Downey in Downey.

are building

Elliott, manager of the Fox Palace, downtown house, who died of a heart attack.
His widow and a brother survive . . .
Kroehler Seating Co. is installing its new
Push-back chairs in the Congress Theatre, which Manager Claude Spaeth says
will open May 15, and in the Center
tre, the new Al-Galston-J ay Sutton
case.

Theashow-

Ben Kalmenson, Warner’s southern and
western salesmanager, stopped in at the
local exchange before going out on a
tour

of the company’s Pacific Coast offices. W. E. Calloway, western district
manager, trained out with Kalmenson for
San Francisco, Portland and Seattle . . .
Dick Dickson, Fox West Coast district
manager, was guest speaker at a meeting
of the University of Southern California’s
cinematography class . . . Joe Green, former operator of the Raymond Theatre in
Pasadena, dropped in to have lunch with
Sam Nathanson of the Tri-National exchange.
Frank

Valuskis,

in for bookings

Columbia

given

the

Booking:

Sam

to

move

into

Subbing for her husband, laid low after
a bout with the dentist, Mrs. E. A. Stein
came in from Wickenburg, Ariz., to book
some product for the Wickenburg Theatre . . . H. M. Duncan, former operator of
the Hillcrest Theatre in San Diego, was a
visitor. He’s now connected with the
Southwest Advertising Co. in that city . . .
Other booking visitors included Bill Martin, in from Hemet . . . Bernard Leavitt,
El Miro Theatre, Santa Monica . . . M. C.
Sinift, Daly and Del Mar theatres . . .
Harry Vinicof of the Vinicof Circuit . . .
Alex Mounce and George Bromley, who
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H

Palms

Theatre,

managing director of the Temple and Vermont theatres . . . Leo Hamacher, Victory,
San Diego.

company's convention in Chicago . . .
Charlie Olds, of the Arroyo Theatre, Arroyo Grande, in for bookings and to look
for an operator for the house . . . H. J .
Seiler and his son. Mason, came in to line
up product for their new Lido Theatre, now
under construction at Newport Beach.

Moore,

to date

on

the Film

in the

dead

of night,

the
the

dismantled

Les Funk came in from Bellflower to
book for his Bellflower Theatre . . . Ditto
Ben Mohi of the Princess and Century
theatres . . . Ronald Vincent, operator of
the Laguna at Laguna Beach.
Junior Mercy of the Mercy circuit, Seattle, has arrived for a short vacation . . .
Ben Peskay, operator of the Palms Theatre,
Palms, is back in town after a trip to

TRADE

Dixie; Claud Davis, Seville, Inglewood; C. A. Simon, Needles.

Last Rites in Hollywood
For Frank E. Woods
Hollywood — Funeral

services for Frank

E.

Woods, pioneer scenarist and company organizer, were held here. He became associated with D. W. Griffith in
1911 in the Biograph Co. and was credited
with writing the first continuity. Woods

was 79.
Later he was

associated

with Thomas

Ince, Mack Sennett, the Famous
Lasky Co., and Paramount.

H.

Players-

DIRECTORY

- A HANDY

GUIDE FOR THE EXHIBITOR

■■■■

LOS ANGELES
EQUIPMENT

AND

AIR CONDITIONING

SUPPLIES

Breck Photoplay Supply Company

its new

drive-in theatre, the Pico Drive-In donated two radios to lucky patrons in a
stunt arranged by Manager Chet Black.

Katzman,

week’s

Palms . . . Harry Goldfarb, National Theatre, National City . . . Murray Hawkins,

Carabin
was

after a

Bakersfield; Johnny Hawkins, Elite, Beverly Hills; C. A. Ferry, Granada, Alhambra; D. B. VanDerlip, Arcadia, Arcadia;
Jo L. Steinbeck, Fairoaks, Pasadena; Hal

terri-

Filmrow headquarters May 6, occupying
the space formerly taken jointly by
Grand National and the Independent
Theatre Owners headquarters . . . Believed
to be the first giveaway ever staged in a

BOXOFFICE

versal exchange manager,
vacation.

them contributed by Filmrow’s avid pingame sharks . . . Harold Gordon, Monograin salesman from San Francisco,
dropped, into see friends, en route to his

eatery

for his

Arizona

York . . . Jean Shapiro is taking dictation again from Charles Feldman, Uni-

the gambling device and removed therefrom an estimated $25 in nickels, most of

big winners

Cafe’s far-famed marble game are
unknown intruders who broke into

to Salt Lake City . . . Sam Milner, who replaces Olaf Wog on the Universal sales
been

New

in Hollywood.

Booking: M. A. Kurstin, Boulevard
Theatre; H. G. Adams, Upland, Upland;
Herb Shute, Barton, San Pedro; H. M.
Thomas, Ramona, San Diego; E. E. Owen,
LaShell, Long Beach; H. E. Brookings,
Beacon, Glendora; Pete Simos, Virginia,

Valuskis Theatre, Buena Park, and sporting a new suit . . . Herb Rosener , down
from San Francisco to look into affairs at
his Grand International and Esquire
theatres here . . . Personal business has
taken Stanley Steck of the Adams Theatre

staff, has
tory.

house

Tom Cleary, 20th Century-Fox auditor,
is in for a routine visit . . . J. E. Poynter,
San Clemente theatreman, came in for
bookings . . . Guests of Producer Bryan
Foy at the Warner studio were Fred
Mercy jr„ of the Mercy Circuit, Seattle;
Jack Wright, city manager at Walla
Walla, and Peter Higgins, another Seattle
exhibitor.
Only

Sam Decker, former president of the
Majestic Pictures exchange, returned from
his Detroit holiday . . . Services were held
at the Brown-Wiget Mortuary for Jack

a new

A

Complete

Line of Theatre

Supplies

"Air Conditioning

and

Equipment

1969 So. Vermont
B. F. SHEARER

RE. 3151

COMPANY

"Theatre Equipment Specialists ”
Heywood-Wakefield Seats
Wagner Silhouette Letters
Motiograph Projectors
1968 So. Vermont

THEATRE

RO.

1145

Engineers"

1914 So. Vermont
— Over

30 Theatres

EXPLOITATION
Now

Los Angeles

in 1937 —

PICTURES

Booking

DICKENS'SHOP”
'THE CHARLES
OLD CURIOSITY
starring
"THE FORBIDDEN TERRITORY”
Gregory Ratoii
Binnie Barnes
starring
“THE SECRET OF STAMBOUL”
Valerie Hobson

DECORATORS

starring
“THE Edgar
CRIMSON
CIRCLE”
Wallace's
Noah Berry

Specialists in Theatre Decoration
NAT SMYTHE & SONS
Decorators
1914 So. Vermont

Engineering Company

RE. 3578

Wm.

G. Smith's Jewel Productions

1912 So. Vermont

RO. 2205
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FTP Director Moves to
Restore Vaude Unit

ID) IE N y IE r
JOHN GREVE has opened his new West
Theatre with 600 seats at Craig, Colo.,
spending $20,000 on the spot . . . Directors and members of Gibralter Enterprises,
Inc., owners of theatres in the Denver
area, met here at the office of President
Charles Gilmour. All were present except
Nathan Salmon of Santa Fe, N. M. Those
attending were Gilmour, John Greer, Santa
Fe; William Ostenberg, Scottsbluff, Neb.;
Ed Schulte and Clarence Chidley, Casper,
Wyo.; Everett Cole, Alamosa, Colo., and
Eddie Ward of Silver City, N. M. Routine matters were discussed.

Jack Langan, Universal exchange manager, was a busy man for a few days, entertaining and holding business conferences
with these men from headquarter offices:
W. A. Scully, general sales manager; W . J.
Heineman, western sales manager; F. T.
Murray, home office representative, and
J. J. Jordan, contract playdate department, all from New York, and A. J.
O’Keefe, western district manager,
Angeles.

of Los

Daylight saving for Denver will come up
for a vote at the city election this month.
Theatres are against it, with radio stations
and bond and security houses principal
backers. Those financing the opposition
label it “daylight confusion time.” After
a test of a year, daylight saving was overwhelmingly beaten at a city election in
1921.

The Bideawee is being used a night a
week for political meetings, splitting the
week into two sections of three days each,
with Spanish features used three days and
American films, on a double bill basis, the
other three. Julian Guttierrez has been
moved from the Bideawee to manage the
Mexico, both owned by Albert Coppell, who
controls most of the Spanish films in this
territory. Sam Guttierrez is now manager
of the Bideawee.
Dave Davis of Atlas Theatres installed
two new projectors, lamps and generator
in the Granada, Monte Vista, Colo . . .
Joel Stone of National Theatre Supply is
on a sales trip north.

Gibralter Enterprises has added the Wigwam, Basin, Wyo., taking over from J. S.
Ward; E. J. Schulte of Casper will supervise. The house will close three weeks for
extensive repairs . . . Harry Taylor, western sales manager of National Screen Service, was here conferring with Sebe Goodlett, manager.
Seen

on

the

Row

were

J. C. Parker,

Delhart, Tex., and W. H. McDonald, Torrington, Wyo. . . . The Graham Bros, of
the theatre equipment firm of that name
each spent three weeks at the Fair at
’Frisco and

report

it well worth

seeing.

Lon Fidler, Monogram exchange manager, is heading for Chicago and the company’s regional sales meet . . . For the first
time, a double bill of independent reSattinger Buys

Galston

Casino

Los Angeles — Carl O. Sattinger has purchased the Casino Theatre from the Galston Corp., headed by A1 Galston and Jay
Sutton.

60

leases goes into the Paramount

slated to
Los Angeles — In the first concrete

move

stay two weeks. It is Republic’s “Man
of Conquest" and Monogram’s “Streets of

to rebuild

New

eral Theatre Project since “purge” orders
from Washington last February removed
more than 400 from the payroll, Alexander

York.”

L. C. Snyder, owner of the State, Fort
Collins, Colo., while in town, bought a
complete ventilating equipment at National
Theatre Supply . . . Ben Fish, western
sales manager of United Artists, made his
periodic visit to the local exchange before heading back to Los Angeles for the
UA regional. Accompanying him were A1
Hoffman, manager, and Salesmen Earl
Collins, Fred Lind and Alex Singleton.

Commercial

Film exchange is all dolled
up, with even the floors done over in
new covering and striking diamond shape
designs in the entrance. Nat Wolfe, manager, now gets a new shine every morning
on the way to work, and expects to put
a mat outside for you to wipe your feet on.
Just back after a visit to the Fair at
San Francisco, and, incidentally, attending
the regional sales meet of Universal, are
Jack

Langan,

Denver

manager;

Salesmen
booker, and
nell andMahon,
Emmett
Warner.
C. U. Yaeger

of Bank

Night

Tom

Mc-

Art O’Confame

left

on his annual pilgrimage east, with the
Kentucky Derby as the objective. Yaeger
has a standing order for tickets to this
blue-ribbon event. He will be gone about
six weeks.
Gerbase, Republic-Sheffield exchange manager, and Frank Sheffield,

Gene

the personnel

of the local Fed-

Leftwich, southern California FTP director, has announced plans to re-establish
a vaudeville unit to replace the one disbanded some months ago.
Leftwich gained sanction for the move
during

recent conferences at FTP headquarters with Mrs. Hallie Flanagan, national director, after presenting evidence

that such vaudeville units are in great demand at various CCC camps in the area.
The local FTP director, who took over the
post only a few weeks ago, also is busy
completing plans for transferring “Two-aDay,” the record-breaking variety show
now in its final two weeks at the Hollywood Playhouse, to the San Francisco
World’s
given

Fair. He is seeking 13 replacements in the cast, that number having

notice in order to step into a professional engagement.

$2,20 and Seats Reserved
When 'Folies' Make Bow
Los

Angeles — Fox

West

Coast

plans

a

$2.20 reserved-seat premiere when “Folies
Bergere” inaugurates the Chinese Theatre’s new straight stage show policy May
12, with tickets thereafter to be scaled at
$1.10, 75 and 55 cents, all reserved, for
three performances daily. Maury Burke,

Glenn Gregory, Grand National exchange
manager, has blossomed out as a song

treasurer at FWC’s Carthay Circle, moves
into the Chinese to handle ticket sales.
FWC executives are still undecided as to
whether the Egyptian, in Hollywood, or
the Fox Wilshire will replace the Chinese

writer, wth “Somehow I Remember You.”
Several publishers have made offers.

as first-run, day-date
State downtown.

salesman,

are

on

their

gional meet of Republic

way

to

the

re-

at ’Frisco.

SALT
fed Inman in who
hotel
, as
FARLEY
dians employed
extras
the filming
of “Northwest Passage” at McCall, Ida.,
last summer, accepted $6,542.80 in settlement of action against Loew’s, Inc.
J£EITH

Paul Mantz, motion picture technical
advisor and stunt pilot, recently here with
his crew and three airplanes making sequences for a forthcoming Columbia picture, was presented as a special feature
over radio station KDYL in a “Special
Events Broadcast.”
KDYL in Salt Lake City exclusively handled the arrival of the Union Pacific-Paramount train en route to Omaha for the
world’s premiere

of “Union

Pacific.”

house

with

Loew’s

LAKE
here within the next week
with Manager Bill Seib.

RKO’s

“Love

for a conference

Affair” is a holdover

at

the Studio Theatre, local first-run. “The
Story
of Alexander Graham Ball” also is
a holdover.
Guests of Manager Norman E. Sprowl,
Salt Lake City police officers and their
sons

witnessed

a

special

preview

show-

ing at the Utah Theatre of Wallace Beery’s
new starring picture, “Sergeant Madden.”

Samuel Gardner of Indiaiiapolis , formerly of Salt Lake City, has become successor
to Maurice Saffle in this city as manager
for M-G-M, according to George A. Hickey
of Los Angeles, western division manager of
the organization.

A stage show and three film attractions,
including motion pictures of the Joe LouisJack Roper championship fight started a
four-day engagement at the Roxy.

Manager Norman Sprowl, Assistant Manager Simmons and the crew of ushers have
put out some attractive advertising this
week on “Persons in Hiding,” a story by
J. Edgar Hoover. In a case in the lobby

R. C. Hill, Denver and Salt Lake supervisor for Columbia, recently promoted to
this office from the managerial post at the
Salt Lake exchange, is reported coming

“The only clues found by the FBI to
locate ‘Persons in Hiding’” are attracting
a good deal of attention previous to this
showing at the Utah.
BOXOFFICE

:: May

6, 1939

Northwest

Trade

Metro Manager

Fetes
Saftle

Seattle— -A representative group of
Northwest theatre owners and executives
attended a luncheon at the Olympic Hotel
in honor of Maurice Saffle, new Seattle
branch manager for Metro. George Hickey
of Los Angeles, Pacific coast supervisor
for M-G-M, was host at the affair. In
an informal talk following the luncheon,
Hickey extolled the record made by Saffle
as Metro’s Salt Lake
past ten years.

manager

during

the

John

Hamrick, head of Hamrick-Evergreen Theatres of Seattle, spoke briefly on behalf of the numerous exhibitors
present.
Guests

included John Hamrick, A1 Rosenberg, Jack Rosenberg, Prank Christie,

Hal

Daigler and Joe Rosenfield of Spokane, all of Hamrick-Evergreen and Evergreen State Theatres; John Danz and Bill
Forman of Sterling Theatres; Leroy V.
Johnson, general manager Jensen-Von Herberg Theatres; Joe Danz of the Embassy
Theatre; Wally Rucker, Mac Rubenfeld
and Bill Parker of the Metro Seattle office; B. P. Shearer, head of the theatre
equipment firm of that name; Cecil Gwinn,
of Centralia and Chehalis; Capt. A. E.
Lathrop and Miss Miriam Dickey of the
Lathrop theatres in Alaska ; Mildred Bishop
of Lewiston, Ida.; Mrs. T. C. Berry and
Corinne Brown of Edmonds; Mike Berovic
of Tacoma, Puyullup and Sumner; Mr.
and Mrs. Cochrane of Snoqualmie; Ed
Halltaerg and Henry Davidson of Port Angeles; Bill Struppler from Pullman; Ernie
Shields of Kent; Walter Graham
of
Shelton
land.

and

Elma;

Pete

Higgins

of Kirk-

of Samuel Pechner
J)UE TO the deathment
and the appoint
of Erickson to
take his place as manager of the Warfield
the Fox West Coast managerial staffs underwent a slight change. Frank Newman
of the Grand Lake took Erickson’s place
at the Saint Francis; Evan Jefferies, formerly of the State, Oakland, replaced
Newman; John Westphal of the State,
Richmond, replaced Jefferies; Charles
Minehart, assistant manager of the Paramount, Oakland, was promoted to the
managerial spot at the State, Richmond.

Howard Butler, local exchange manager
for Monogram, is in the hospital suffering
from a jaw fracture caused by a head-on
collision with a telephone pole while returning home out Geary street. Butler was
to have attended the convention in Chicago this week. Ten stitches were taken
under his chin and six over his left eye.
A bookers and salesmen convention for
M-G-M
employes is being planned to be
held here in the middle of this month . . .
After being ousted as the treasurer of the
local AFA organization, Connie Mitchell,
well liked thespian, was elected as the
new business agent for the local. This
new job carries a much larger salary and
less hours than his former position.

Mervin Baker, young graduate of Santa
Clara College has just been added to the
staff at National Theatre Supply here. He
ivill be the new inside salesman . . . The
Gilda Theatre in Portola, formerly owned
by Gilda Toomy has just been added to
the Harvey Amusement circuit. Ross Jones
will manage the house.

Protest Renting Seattle
Civic Field lor Races

civic field was not built for such purposes
as auto racing, being designed for use by
high schools and amateur athletics.

Seattle — Protest against rental of the
Civic Stadium for midget auto races during the coming summer was voiced in
resolutions filed with the city council by
MPTO
of the Northwest. The communication, signed by Jim Hone, executive secretary of the organization, asserted the

Meanwhile a fourth petition for the racing concession was filed with the council.
Harold Brunhaver, representing the Midget
Auto
The

Racing Ass’n, asked for a Wednesday night lease throughout the season.
entire matter will be settled soon by

the public

safety

committee.

PORTLAND
PORTLAND
played host during the week
to four Universal executives, namely
William A. Scully, general sales manager;
William J. Heineman, western sales manager; A. J. O’Keefe, western district manager, and J. J. Jordon, home office representative of New York. It marked the
first visit to Portland for the two New

Wash.; the Kuhns — father and son — of
Lebanon, also their dog, and H. Clive Durkee of Springfield . . . Art Adamson has
moved to Corvallis from Portland. In the
college town he will assume management
of his Albany and Corvallis houses, replacing Hal Vaughn, resigned.

Yorkers of the foursome, Scully and Jordon. Here they looked over the new Universal exchange under the direction of
Manager R. O. Wilson and conferred with
Ted R. Gamble of the J. J. Parker theatres. They left for a brief visit to Seattle, but returned for a fishing excursion
on the Columbia river.

Hudson of the Feature Film exchange has moved from across the street
from M-G-M to the Filmrow proper and
is now sharing quarters with Cecil Fames
. . . Mildred Johns, secretary to Charlie
Powers at 20th-Fox, is vacationing in San

Visitors on the Row during the week included Bill Ripley of Longview, Wash.; Wes
Johnson of Eugene, Mrs. E. A. Hartman of
Estacada, Harry Percy of White Salmon,

Earl Hunt of Hamrick-Evergreen assumed
the job of advertising director for a few
days while Betty Mount was away from
her office for a week.
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Eddie

Oscar Neu of the Neu-Made products
was seen talking to Jim Riley of the Pacific Theatre Supply Co. on the Row while
visiting friends here. Also seen along the
Row: Charles Koerner, new RKO division
chief; Paul Aggetelli, Roxie, Sacramento;
Arthur Fukada, Harvester; Harry Hyashino, Lincoln, Stockton; A1 Chamberlain,
Rio Vista; Lew Marks, Sacramento; Gerald Hardy, Fresno; Bill Baron, Powell,
here; Howard Sheehan, Vogue, Hollywood.

Mark Morris and wife left for Seattle
. . . Eddie Uson just appointed manager
in Modesto for the Redwood Theatres. He
replaces Mitchell . . . All the local Harveys,
including Rotus, Rodda and Gerald are
now in Reno visiting the ITO meeting.
They stopped over for a little fishing on
the way. Homar Teighmeyer accompanied them.
Rene “Volcano” La Marre believes that
he will startle the local theatre gentry
quite a bit when his newest idea goes into
effect in the next few weeks. La Marre
upset the cart when he lowered prices a
while back, but he claims this new idea
will beat any of his previous ones and
they

really can’t take

much

topping.

Jozsef Fazekas, San Jose Lyric operator, just left for a sojourn into Arizona
to catch up on some camping. The wife
and son took over the theatre and are
running it until he returns ... A small
fire broke out in the dressing room of the
Strand Theatre here, but as the fire department arrived before it spread, there
was little loss.

Gunderson
Occupy

Dinner Plans

ITO Officials

Los Angeles — Last-minute details of
the Guy Gunderson testimonial dinner, to
be held May 16, are occupying most of the
attention of Robert Poole, executive secretary, and A1 Galston, president of the
Independent Theatre Owners of Southern
California and Arizona. They
bers of the arrangements

are memcommittee

headed by Jack Dillon, 20th Century-Fox
exchange manager, Galston being credited
with

having conceived the idea of honoring Gunderson, United Artists salesman,
who is observing his 25th anniversary as a
Filmrow figure.
Banquet is to be held at the Elks’ Club
with Frank Whitbeck of the Metro studio
advertising

department

Meantime,

the

ITO

as toastmaster.
directorate

is con-

tinuing work on “minor changes” in the
exhibitor-distributor trade-practice code
which it declared were necessary when affixing its approval of the draft recently.
Revision to the pact are to be forwarded
to the New York committee shortly, Poole
said.

Francisco . . . W. C. “Curt” Hoare, manager of the Riviera in Astoria, was in town
talking things over with Ted Gamble . . .

Kinema
Los

to Bronstein

Angeles — Ben Bronstein has purchased the Kinema Theatre, a 700-seater,
from D. Scheinman. Theatre operates on a
25-cent scale.

STARTING
COAST
Gene

O

GUARD — Randolph Scott,
Tierney, Walter Connolly,

Claire Du

Q

rector:

Brey. Producer:

Edward

WELL

Ralph Bellamy,
Sarah Edwards,

Fred Kohlmar.

Di-

Ludwig.

ALONG

GOOD
GIRLS
GO
TO
PARIS, TOO— Joan Blondell, Melvyn Douglas, Walter Connolly, Isabel
Jeans. Joan Perry. Producer: William Perlberg.
Director: A1 Hall. Original: Lenore Coffee, William Joyce Cowen.

COMPLETED
MAN
FROM
SUNDOWN — Charles Starrett, Iris
Meredith, Bob
Nolan, Sons of the Pioneers,
Richard Fiske. Producer: Harry L. Decker. Director : Sam Nelson.

THE
MIRACLE
OF
MAIN
STREET
— Margo,
Lyle Talbot, Wynne
Gibson, Veda
Ann
Borg,
Clara Blandick, Willie Best, Walter Abel. Producer: Jack Skirball. Director: Steve Sekely.
Original: Boris
Ingster.
Screenplay:
Fred
Jackson.

O

Ji>
'
V

BABES
IN ARMS — Mickey
Rooney, Judy Garland, Rand
Brooks, Douglas MacPhail, Betty
Jaynes.
Producer: Arthur
Freed.
Director:
Busby
Berkeley.
Original: Richard
Rodgers,
Lorenz Hart.

o

STRONGER
THAN
DESIRE— Walter
Pidgeon,
Virginia Bruce, Ilka Chase, Rita Johnson, Lee
Bowman,
Richard Lane.
Producer: John Considine jr. Director: Leslie Fenton.
ANDY
HARDY
GETS
SPRING
FEVER — Mickey
Rooney, Lewis Stone, Cecilia Parker, Ann
Rutherford, Fay Holden, Charles Peck. Producer:
Lou Ostrow.
Director: W. S. Van Dyke.

THE
GIRT,
FROM
NOWHERE — Warren
Hull.
Anne
Nagel, Mayo
Methot, Lester Mathews.
Producer: E. B. Derr. Director: Lambert Hillyer.
Original: David Silverstein.

2
O

2

H

2
&

THE

O

DOUBLE-DYED

DECEIVER

Gale Sondergaard, Alan Mowbray,

CC

<

—

Tito

Emma

Guizar,

Dunn,

June Clayton. Producer: Harry
Sherman. Director: Dan
Venturing
Original: O.
Henry.
Screenplay: Wanda
Tuchock.

OUR
LEADING
CITIZEN — Bob
Burns, Joseph
Allen, Susan Hayward, Elizabeth Patterson. Fay
Helm. Producer: George Arthur. Director: A1
Santell. Original: Irvin S. Cobb.
THE

Crews,

Emory
Parnell, Florence Farley. Producer: Charles R. Rogers. Director: Roy
Del
Ruth.
Original: Arthur
Caesar, William
A.
Pierce. Screenplay: Jack Yellen, Frank Butler,
Don Hartman.

CU

.

THE
SPELLBINDER — Lee Tracy, Barbara Read.
Producer: Cliff Reid. Original: Joseph Anthony.
Screenplay: Bert Granet.

WAY

HIT
PARADE
OF
1939 — Phil Regan. Producer:
Sol Siegel. Director: Sidney Salkow. Screenplay:
Olive Cooper.

THE
ZERO
HOUR — Frieda Inescort. Otto Kruger.
Don Douglas, Ann
Todd, Jane Darwell, J. M.
Kerrigan, Adrienne Ames. Producer: Sol Siegel.
Director: Sidney Salkow.

STAND
UP AND
Tommy
Ryan,

MOUNTAIN
RHYTHM — Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, June Storey, Maude
Eburne. Producer:
Harry Grey. Director: B. Reeves Eason.

Schloim

SING— Bruce
Ralph Byrd.

Director'

Arthur

Cabot, ZaSu Pitts,
Producer: Herman
Lubin.

|20T
H-F
OX

CHICKEN
WAGON
FAMILY— Jane
Withers,
Spring Byington. Producer: Edward
Kaufman.
Director: Herbert
I. Leeds. Original: Barry
Benefield. Screenplay: Viola Brothers Shore.

THE
REAL
GLORY' — Gary Cooper, Andrea Leeds,
Kay
Johnson, David
Niven, Walter
Brennan,
Reginald Owen, Broderick Crawford. Producer:
Samuel Goldwyn. Director: Henry Hathaway.

&

•
g
2
^

STAR
MAKER — Bing Crosby, Louise Campbell, Ned Sparks, Linda
Ware, Laura
Hope

INSIDE
INFORMATION — Dick Foran, Mary Carlisle, June Lang, Harry Carey, Grant Richards,
Selmer Jackson, Joseph Sawyer. Producer: Irving Starr. Director: Charles Lamont. Original:
Martin Mooney,
Burnet
Hershey. Screenplay:
Robertson White.

DOWN
SOUTH — Bobby Breen, Alan Mowbray, Ralph Morgan, Sally Blane, Steffi Duna.
Clarence Muse. Producer: Sol Lesser. Director:
Bernard
Vorhaus. Screenplay: Clarence Muse,
Langston Hughes.
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Fred Stone, DenProducer:
Bryan

Bryant,

MILLION

THE

PLAINS — Jack

Randall,

Glen Strange, Frank
Yaconelli.
ducer: Robert Tansey. Screenplay: Robert
mett. Director: Spencer Bennett.

DOLLAR

LEGS — Betty

Grable,

Hartley, Donald O’Connor, Jackie Coogan,
Crabbe. Producer: William C. Thomas.
tor: Nick Grinde. Screenplay: Lou Kaye.

Joyce
ProEm-

John
Larry
Direc-

LITTLE
MOTHER — Ginger Rogers, David Niven,
Charles Coburn, Frank Albertson, Horace MacMahon, Barbara Pepper. Producer: Buddy DeSylva. Director: Garson Kanin. Original Screenplay: Norman Krasna.
THE
DOVE — Leo Carrillo, Steffi Duna, Tim Holt,
Mildred Shay, Carol Tevis, Paul Fix, Donald
McBride.
Producer: Cliff Reid. Director: Lew
Landers.

TIDAL
WAVE — Ralph Byrd, Kay Sutton, Dorothy
Lee, George
Barbier, Frank
Jenks, Mickey
Daniels, Henry Otho, Marc Lawrence, Minerva
Urecal. Producer: Armand
Schaeffer. Director:
John Auer. Original Screenplay: Gordon Kahn.

ELSA
MAXWELL’S
HOTEL
FOR
WOMEN — Elsa
Maxwell, Linda
Darnell, James
Ellison, Ann
Sothern, John
Halliday. Producer:
Raymond
Griffith. Director: Gregory Ratoff.
JONES
FAMILY
AT THE
GRAND
CANYON— Jed
Prouty, Spring Byington, George Ernest, June
Carlson, Florence Roberts. Producer: John Stone.
Director: Malcolm St. Clair.

THE
MUSIC
SCHOOL — Jascha Heifetz, Joel McCrea, Walter Brennan, Andrea Leeds, Gene Reynolds, Tommy Kelly, J. Farrell MacDonald,
Porter Hall. Producer: Samuel Goldwyn. Director: Archie Mayo. Original: I. A. R. Wylie.
Screenplay: Jane Murfin, I. A. R. Wylie.
WINTER
CARNIVAL
—
Richard Carlson, Ann
Sheridan, James
Corner, Robert
Armstrong,
Robert Allen, Marsha Hunt.
Producer: Walter
Wanger.
Director: Charles Riesner. Original:
Budd
Schulberg. Screenplay: Budd
Schulberg,
Maurice Rapf, Lester Cole.

IN

OLD
CALIFORNIA — Richard Arlen, Constance
Moore, Andy Devine, Noah
Beery sr. Producer:
Ben Pivar. Director: Christy Cabanne.

DUST
(jli NOT
WANTED — Gloria Dickson,
pij
nis Morgan,
Tommy
Bupp.
*>
Foy. Director: Terry Morse.

ACROSS

I5E MY
DESTINY — Pat O’Brien. John Garfield, Margot Stevenson, Allen Jenkins, Charley
Grapewin, Ward
Bond, Billy Halop. Director:
Lew Seiler. Original: Jerome Odium.

THE

MAN
IN THE
IRON
MASK— Louis Hayward. Joan Bennett, Warren
William, Walter
Kingsford, Peter Cushing.
Producer: Edward
Small. Director: James Whale. Original: Alexander Dumas. Screenplay: Frederick Jackson.

THE
SUN
NEVER
Basil Rathbone,
C.

SETS— Douglas
Virginia Field,

Fairbanks jr.
Lional Atwill,

Aubrey Smith, Barbara O’Neil, Douglas
ton. Producer: Rowland V. Lee. Director:
land V. Dee. Screenplay: Ww P. Lipscomb.

WalRow-

LIGHTHOUSE
HARRY— Bert Wheeler, Marie Wilson, Gloria Dickson, Eddie Foy jr., Cliff Clark,
De Wolfe Hopper. Producer: Bryan Foy. Director: Noel Smith. Screenplay: Fred Niblo jr.
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Koppelberger Repeats

Anti-Double

Bank Night Stand

To Third Illinois Reading

Crosse, Wis. — Frank L. Koppelberger, general manager of the La Crosse
Theatres Co., reiterated his statement
that he will continue to conduct Bank
Night at his Rivoli Theatre here until it
has been declared illegal by the supreme
court of the state of Wisconsin or by the
state legislature.
Latest move by Circuit Judge Robert S.
Cowie in his attack against the game was
the signing of a complaint against the
theatre company which resulted in the

Feature

Measure

La

issuance of a warrant charging the firm’s
officials and employes with conspiracy to
violate the state criminal code.
Issued by County Judge Roy V. Ahlstrom, the blanket warrant named Koppelberger, Edwin Schwalbe, secretary of
the company; William Freise, manager of
the Rivoli, and Mrs. Velva Carroll, stenographer. All pleaded not guilty and were
released on bonds.
The

warrant

alleged

that

the

building . . . the gambling and lottery devices for the purpose of committing the
crime and offense of operating a lottery
. . . and for the purpose of evading due
process of the courts and for the purpose
of destroying and concealing evidence of
the crime duly charged.”
Following a raid by sheriff’s officers on
the Hollywood and Rivoli theatres here,
the Rivoli held its last Bank Night drawing Saturday afternoon in Athletic park at
the southern city limits, in the presence
of two witnesses and the theatre officials
and employes named in the warrant, and
announced the winning number from the
stage of the theatre in the evening, according to testimony submitted in a John
Doe hearing.
In Wisconsin

Over

Two

Years

in his statement,

declared

that “as a matter of common knowledge,
Bank Night has been conducted in the
state of Wisconsin and adjoining states
for more than two years, and apparently
it has been received with favor by the
large majority of theatregoers.
“The question as to whether or not
Bank Night constitutes a lottery has not
yet been decided in the state of Wisconsin. Suits have been brought in the past
against officers of different theatres, not
only in La Crosse, but elsewhere, and in
each case the juries found the defendants
not guilty of conducting a lottery.
“The attorney general of the state of
Wisconsin recently gave an opinion in
which he stated that Bank Night lacked
one of the essential elements of a lottery
and that it was a matter for the legislature to regulate or control. The attorney
general has refused to bring any suits to
prosecute individuals for the conduct of
Bank Night and in view of his action
there is no presumption that conducting
the institution known as Bank Night constitutes a crime.

“The

La
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Co.

the legislative maw this week is the measure providing abolition of double features.
Recommended for passage by the judiciary
committee, the proposal would abolish
twin bills as a menace to the health and
eysight

is con-

of children

and

adults.

It cur-

ducting Bank Night at present and expects to continue Bank Night as long as
it has not been declared illegal by the
supreme court of the state of Wisconsin or
by the legislature of the state.
Theatres company has a large investment in the city of La Crosse and in
conducting Bank Night its methods have

rently is up for third reading.
Another bill of industry import is the
proposal to outlaw films of all stars who
have been divorced more than once. It is
on the call slate of the house with a
chance

yet for action in the present session. It generally is given slim possibil-

ity of enactment.

Theatre Chain Tax Bill
Meeting Opposition

“The

been
and

defend-

ants “did wilfully and feloniously conspire
together to destroy, conceal and remove
and did destroy, conceal and remove from
the premises of the La Crosse Theatres Co.

Koppelberger,

Springfield — Leading in significance
and interest the parade of trade bills in

well known to the public. The company takes the position that its officers
employes are not guilty of any conspiracy to commit a crime by reason of

the conduct

Absolve

of Bank

Night.”

Two in Brazil

Assemblymen

Of Lottery Charges
Beverly Theatre Corp. operating the Beverly Theatre, and Stanley Cooper, manager of the Citizens Theatre Co. operating the Lark and Sourwine theatres here,
with

the operation of lotteries in connection with Bank Night, have been dismissed.
Prosecuting Attorney Bert Laymon
made the dismissal motion in Clay circuit
court. He said prosecution of Bank Night
cases have failed to lead to convictions
wherever they were tried.
This is the second dismissal in the state
of Bank Night prosecutions in the past
few months. The case at Decatur, Ind.,
against Roy and Isadore Kalver, operators
of the Adams, Madison and Cort theatres
had

ing on the prosecutors’

Dassow

considerable

At Chicago

bear-

action.

Succeeds

Paul

Charles W. Trampe, owner of the Rainbow and Climax theatres and head of the
Monogram-Midwest Film Exchange, Milwaukee, said the bill would hurt many
theatres while seeking to tax only a few.
He also declared that the cost of administering the tax bill would be prohibitive.
E. L. Brown, Milwaukee, representing
the state conference of electrical workers,
and Mark Morgan, associated with the
Eskin Theatres, Inc., Milwaukee, warned
that excessive taxes would put the theatres and employes out of business.
G. E. Vandercook, Milwaukee attorney,
representing Fox-Wisconsin Amusement
Co.; Charles F. Puls jr., Milwaukee, counsel for Standard Theatres Co., and
Stephen Thomas, Racine, representing the

Also aired was bill No. 389-S, which
would repeal the present statutory prohibition against daylight saving time.

Hunt

NTS Helm

Chicago — Jack McPherson, district
manager of National Screen Service, has
resigned and is going to the west coast
where he has acquired the franchise for
Movie Cash, new patron attraction. His
successor will be named shortly.

Appearing against the bill was
ley, Wisconsin labor leader.

Chicago — Hal

Tate,

Chicago — The
passed

Chicago

censor

board

has

without any cuts Warner’s “Confessions of a Nazi Spy.” The film opens
shortly in the loop.

who

has

in-

augurated a “Movie Tattler" gossip
on radio station WCFL, Chi-

column

cago, is now using news
BOXOFFICE
regularly on

Tate

in Chicago

J. J. Hand-

BOXOFFICE Flashes
Over WCFL

Tate also is using
OFFICE reviews.

Passes

and

Grobschmidt, South Milwaukee, offered an amendment to double rates in
the bill and boost the seat tax 50 per cent.

Wisconsin Ass’n of Stage Employes and
Projectionists,
all appeared against the
bill.

Chicago — R. W. Dassow has been named
branch manager for National Theatre
Supply here. He succeeds Lou Hunt, who
has resigned.

"Nazi Spy"

Alfonsi, Pence,

John

Brazil, Ind. — Grand jury indictments
charging Harold V. Neese, manager of the

there, undoubtedly

Madison, Wis. — Exhibitor and labor
representatives appeared before the assembly committee on judiciary here
against the Alfonsi-Grobschmidt chain
theatre tax bill, which seeks to levy an
occupational tax ranging from $5 to $100
per unit and a seat tax of from one to 15
cents per seat depending on the size of the
circuit.

this week

highlights

asked

give their opinions on
want double or single
Chicago

flashes from
his program.
of BOX-

his listeners

to

whether they
attractions in

theatres.

C
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jamborees, etc. A1 Bachman, manager of
the Harding Theatre, conducted a Mickey

Showmanship Drive Netting
B&K Gains in Grosses
By

GENE

Rooney “doubles” contest recently, which
brought plenty of youngsters into the
theatre.
Harry

" Gifties " Game

RICH

Chicago — Balaban & Katz, the circuit
which was in on the ground floor in the
days when pictures were really exploited

Hadfield,

manager

of the Belpark,

recently conducted a full-week birthday
celebration, for his fifth anniversary as
manager of the house. It also marked his
46th year in show business, and marked
him as dean of the Chicago managers. He

and

Chicago — Charles Collins,
O’Type or Two” column in
Tribune, recently carried a
from a reader, mimicking
titles of pictures. Wrote the

The current John Balaban Drive being
held this second quarter has awakened a
dormant quality that promises to repay
handsomely many times in bigger grosses
the $2,500 being expended in prize money
for the winning managers.

“You can find some strange titles among
the movie ads if you study the announcements of the neighborhood houses. For
example, on the day I looked I found
that these masterpieces were on view:

of photography exhibits that will run the
duration of the drive. He has begun with

“Bertha — ‘Large Water Pitcher’
‘Three Glasses.’
“Harvard — ‘Large Red Drip Jar’
‘Cover.’

a series of commercial picture displays, including original color photos from the
Chicago Tribune. He has tieups with all of
the amateur camera clubs in the city, and

“showmanship was in flower,” is leading the way back to those days again and
proving that showmanship is not dead.

Practically

every

one

of the 53 theatres

in the B&K circuit in metropolitan Chicago is showing a profit for this second
quarter

this year, which is a distinct improvement over the same period in 1938,
when most of the theatres were in the
red. Not only is the drive bringing out the
exploitation ability of the managers, but it
is educating them to keep expenses down
to a minimum, as the final winners will be
determined not only by the increase in
grosses but also by net return over last
year for the same period. Thus, with
expenses kept to the lowest possible
amount, the theatres will show even
greater net returns.
The

current

drive

is the

first man-

agers’ drive that B&K has ever conducted.
During the golden era days of ParamountPublix operation when Sam Katz was at
the helm of the theatres, the
tres participated in national
there has never been a special
Decision to conduct this drive

local theadrives, but
local drive.
came after

the recent Great States’ Theatres drive,
in the first quarter, produced excellent
results.
Thus far it is estimated in the first five
weeks of the drive, business is up in
many of the houses between 10 and 20
per cent over last year. Of course, there
has been some good product from the distributors which is a main factor, but added selling effort on the part of the managers together with curtailing of expenses

“Eastside — ‘Royal

nerware.’ ”
ably. no doubt
has

helped

Contests

and

Windsor

in his “Line
the Chicago
contribution
giveaways as
reader:

Kiddie

and

shortly will begin displays of amateur candid camera shots. MacMullen is also
serving coffee and cakes every afternoon
from Monday through Friday from 4:30

consider-

to 7:00 o’clock. He promoted both items
in exchange for credit cards together with
displays of the products.
These are just a few of the many tieups
and stunts that B&K managers have been

Parties

Suburban houses have been offering
numerous kiddie parties throughout the
weeks, special Shirley Temple parties,
birthday parties, etc. Managers have been
aiding each other with a wonderful spirit
of cooperation through putting up special
announcement cards, 40 by 60 posters in
lobbies, and running trailers for other
theatres on special attractions.
Such was the instance recently when
Ben Feldman, manager of the United
Artists Theatre, pulled an unusual stunt
in putting out an “extra” edition of the
Chicago Evening American on the premiere of “Wuthering Heights.” Not only
the papers distributed near the theatre, but also throughout the loop and in
most of the suburban B&K houses 5,000
papers were distributed.
were

Likewise,

all theatres

in the

Roy MacMullen, manager of the Granada Theatre, one of the big de luxe neighborhoods of B&K, is conducting a series

Din-

Maroon

the grosses

and

conducted a special kiddies’ matinee the
Saturday afternoon of the week, with gifts
being given each youngster who attended.
Photography Exhibits

loop

using during the John Balaban Drive. Results thus far more than prove the value
of such exploitation, not only from the
standpoint of immediate results, but also
from those that are more far-reaching and
institutional in type.

State & Randolph Fence
Bright With B&K Bally
Chicago — B&K scored a beat this week
in appropriating the large fence at the
corner of State and Randolph, which surrounds the wrecking crew now at work
tearing down the old Capitol Bldg. Painted
in brilliant hue is a huge board ballyhooing the week’s

current

attraction.

re-

cently used posters on “Grand Illusion”
for Manager Sam Soible which ran at the
Apollo Theatre.
Many of the managers are running contests of various types, including jitterbug

Banquet Ushers Eckhardt
Chicago Silver Jubilee
Chicago — In tribute to Clyde W. Eckhardt’s 25th anniversary in the business,
over 500 exhibitors in this territory have
designated July as the Clyde W. Eckhardt
Silver Jubilee. The event will be ushered
in with a testimonial banquet for the
20th

Century-Fox

Watch

branch

manager.

to Davis

Mt. Vernon, Ind. — Louis Davis, manager of the New Vernon Theatre, was announced as one of the winners of the
M-G-M
exploitation contest
lulu.” He received a watch.

Named

The Songbird in Indiana —
When Jeanette MacDonald made her appearance in Evansville, Bloomington
and Ft. Wayne she drew the attention of the trade as well as the public.
Here she is shown in the accepted left to right sequence with Guy Hammit,
Strand Theatre, Crawfordsville; Harry Frederickson, Lafayette, Lafayette;
Arthur Clark, Indiana Theatre, Bloomington, and Harold Marshal, M-G-M
exploiteer from the Indianapolis branch.

64

on

“Hono-

the Devon

Francesville, Ind. — Ernest Smith has
named his new theatre, being erected here,
the Devon.

Case

Sells Boone

Thorntown, Ind. — W. C. Case has sold
his Boone Theatre to Clifford C. Wallace
of Indianapolis.
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NEW
two-story building is being
contemplated on Filmrow which will
take

care of six major producing companies and furnish office room and space
for kindred industries. The building as

planned will be of fire-proof construction
and comply with the state and city fire
code. The project will be financed by
outside capital. Plans have been drawn
and if the proper lease can be arranged
the

new

nothing

building will be ready for occupancy before next winter. However,
definite has been done.

G. C. Craddock, Universal branch manager, made a flying trip to Ft. Wayne,
Ind., during the week on business. Florence Newton, an inspectress at the Universal branch, was sent to the Methodist
Hospital, Thursday, for an emergency
appendectomy.
George

French,

Universal

Wednesday at his home
illness. He was buried
Ind., his former home.
of the oldest employes at
of the company, having
service 15 years. He was

shipper,

died

after a week’s
at Mt. Vernon,
French was one
the local branch
been in active
67 years old.

New

carpet, modernistic lighting fixtures and a screen have been installed in
the Miami Theatre, Union City, Ind.
Branch managers
product very slow

report sales
because of

of new
general

conditions, low boxoffice grosses and unsettled conditions in general. Locally,
conditions have been bad since the first
of the year.

Theatre

attendance

has been

adversely affected by epidemics of influenza, some smallpox, and streptococcus.
Many patrons have stayed away from the

theatres

during

winter.

Now

with

the

summer season approaching, out-of-door
entertainment again will affect boxoffice
receipts.
The Switow Circuit has acquired the
Ritz Theatre, Shelbyville, Hid., from Max
Stahl. The acquisition of the Ritz, returns
the Switow family to their native heath.
It was here that the first theatre operated by the Switow family was opened
many years ago.
Abe Kaufman is now the city sales
representative for the Universal exchange.
George Jacoby, recently added to the
sales organization, will succeed Kaufman
in the state.
Sam Haber, for many years with Big
Feature Rights, Inc., working out of the
Cincinnati and Louisville branches of the
company, comes to Indianapolis exchange
and will represent the company in Indiana.
The

Indianapolis Bookers Club was entertained Friday night at a fried chicken

dinner at the country home of Sam Eibeck, Affiliated Theatres, Inc. From- all
reports the boys had a very good time.
Henry Herbel, Warner Bros, district
manager, Chicago, spent several days in
the city, conferring with Fred Greenberg,
local branch manager.
Recent installations by National Theatre Supply Co. includes: Seats in the
Tivoli Theatre, Richmond; tile, Strand,
Crawfordsville; projector and screen in
the

Decatur Catholic High School; carpet and lighting fixtures, in the Wells, Ft.
Wayne; air washer system, Alhambra,
Rockport;

matting,

Douglas,

this week, instead of four . . . The Strand
Theatre, fishing enthusiasts are ready to
issue a “Liar’s License for Fishermen.” It
gives you the privilege of telling the best
fish story without being questioned, says
Manager Claude Allison, noted fisherman.
Judy Canova of the “Mr. P. W.” fame
and a featured film star, who appeared on
the Circle Theatre stage last week with
Sister Annie and Brother Zeke, has taken
delivery of the latest addition to the Ford
family of cars, a Mercury, from the C. O.
Warnock Co. here.
Phil Schloss, Crystal Theatre, Ligonier,
Ind., was in town and mentioned he was
contemplating the installation of a new
air-conditioning system.
ATOI was represented at the annual
convention of the Indiana Indorsers of
Photoplays by Mrs. Norma Todd, secretary. The convention was held at the
Spink Arms Hotel in Indianapolis.
Phillip Wood, from the RCA home office in Camden, N. J ., ivas in town several
days checking on recent installations . . .
N. C. Weinberg of Indianapolis is the new
agent in Indiana for “Photo
boxoffice stimulant.

Nite,” new

Elissa Landi, film and stage star, speaks
this week at the English Theatre under
the auspices of the Contemporary Club.
Her

subject

is “The

Difference

Between

Stage and Screen Acting.” The actress
augments her discussion with demonstrations of stage and screen acting technique . . . Defective wiring was blamed for
a fire in an old opera house in Vincennes.
The

Indian-

fire caused an estimated $15,000 damage to business stores in the building.

apolis.

Sam Shucari Group

Bingo

enthusiasts

signed

petitions

seek-

ing removal of the safety board’s ban on
Bingo at a meeting Wednesday night at
the Indiana Ballroom. The meeting was
attended by 23 police officers.

Adds to Holdings
St. Louis — A syndicate headed by Sam
Shucart, which is building a new 2,000
seat theatre on Clayton Road, Richmond
Heights, St. Louis county, has acquired an
interest in the Will Rogers Theatre, 800seater here at 1217 North Union Blvd.
The same interests also hold a financial
stake in the Norside in North St. Louis,
and when the theatre on Clayton Road is
completed the growing chain will have
4,300 seats. Negotiations are reported for
the purchase or construction of other
neighborhood and suburban units.

Seen along Filmrow: Sam
Switow,
Louisville, Ky.; Douglas Haney, Albion;
Trueman
Rembusch, Columbus
and
Franklin;

Frank Carey, Lebanon, now recovering the use of his right hand which
was injured about a year ago; J. B. Stein,
Terre Haute; Mannie Marcus, Ft. Wayne;
John Micu, Ft. Wayne; Bruce Kixmiller,
Bicknell; A. F. Baldwin, National Theatre, home office representative; Joe Schilling, Connersville, and Mrs. Ora Meesner,
Batesville.

Orders Modified in
Si. Louis Ousier
St. Louis — Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oakley has modified his orders in connection
with the ouster suit against John P. Nick,
vice-president of the IATSE, and Clyde A.
Weston, business manager of Local 143,
eliminating instructions to Receiver James
A. McKeown to canvass the membership
and

weed out operators who
ing union cards improperly.

may

be hold-

The court increased McKeown’s bond
from $100,000 to $150,000. The bond was
furnished by the Aetna Casualty & Surety
Co. The receiver is in control of assets
valued at $114,171.
The receiver has also been authorized
to move the offices of the union from 4

This activity, coupled with the recent
announcement that the Ansell Bros, on

Around the neighborhood: Eddie Zeyen
announces full week runs at the Zaring
Theatre, a departure from the regular
program. The Tuxedo Theatre is now

June 1 will operate independently of the
St. Louis Amusement Co. and contemplate
the acquisition of three other houses in
the near future, is creating much interest

equipped with new air-cushion seats and
the last word in process projection is used
with a black and white cast, easy on the
eyes . . . Carl Niesse of the Vogue Theatre,

South

in this sector.

takes special pride in presenting “Yes, My
Darling Daughter.” He knows the star,
Priscilla Lane, personally . . . Earl Cunningham, manager of the Fountain Square,
Granada and Sanders theatres, announces
a slight change in the Sanders Theatre.
There will be three changes of programs

McKeown
reported to the court that
during the first 16 weeks of this year the
union had an average weekly income of

There

is much

specula-

tion as to whether there isn’t a real major
realignment of theatres in St. Louis and
St. Louis county in the offing. Some are
wondering
made

whether

Harry

Koplar

may

re-

enter the field in a big way. He hasn’t
any announcement of his plans.
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Eighth St. to the Federal Commerce Trust Bldg, at Broadway and Pine
St. and to pay a rental of $80 a month for
this space.

$1,220, chiefly from

assessments

of five to

ten per cent on members’ salaries. He
estimated the average income for the balance of 1939 at $900 a week.
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Set Hearings for 3

Back

Anti-Trust Suits
Chicago — Hearings on three of the four
anti-trust suits pending in federal court
here affecting the industry, are set for
the week of May 15.
May 16 was the date set this week for
filing of answers by defendants in the suit
of Prank Ford, operator of the Stadium
Theatre, Evanston, on clearance. Defendants are B&K, Sam Meyers and the major
companies.
Previously set was May 15 as the date
for hearings in the independent exhibitors’
suit against B&K and majors. Set for
May

17 before

Special

Master

Edgar

Eld-

redge are hearings in the government’s
criminal contempt case against Barney
Balaban, B&K and seven majors.

Theatre

Division Formed

For JWF in Indianapolis
Indianapolis — For the first time in the
history of the Jewish Welfare Fund, a
theatre division was created in Indianapolis and it is reported by the committee
that they went over the top with 200 per
cent of the quota attained. The committee
representing the theatres included Joe
Cantor of the Emerson and Rivoli theatres,
Harry

Markun,
tres, and Marc

Theatrical
cuit.

Talbot and Belmont theaWolf, general manager of

Managers,

Inc., a theatre

cir-

The seven-day campaign to raise funds
in Indianapolis for the United Jewish Appeal ended with the quota of $123,400
topped by several thousand dollars.

Benjamin Succeeds Winn
At GN District Helm
Chicago — Ben Benjamin, former Chicago
branch manager of Grand National, and
now Detroit branch manager, returns here
Monday as district manager, succeeding
Jimmy Winn. Winn recently resigned to
become branch manager for Warner Bros,
in Kansas City.

Monogram Meeting;

to Cradle

Louisville — When Switow Theatrical
Enterprises took over the lease on the new
Ritz Theatre at Shelbyville, Ind., from
Nate Kaufman
and Max
Stahl, they
turned back the pages of motion picture
history.
It was in Shelbyville that Michael Switow, father of Sam, Harry and Fred, present operators of the Switow chain, first
became interested in the film industry
many years ago. Old-timers in Indiana
still recall when Mike Switow operated a
confectionery there and projected lantern slides as an added attraction to stimulate business.
Since, the Switow chain has grown
steadily. It now includes ten houses in
Indiana and several in Kentucky.

Chicago — The Windy City, mecca for the
greater portion of the conventions this
year, this weekend sees the international
gathering of Monogram Pictures at the
Drake Hotel.
Meeting here, with
eral sales manager,

George Weeks, genin charge, are the

domestic salesmen, plus heads of the company’s distributing outfits in London, Paris,
Australia and several South American
countries. The meetings are scheduled
from Thursday through Saturday, May 4,
5 and 6.
Next week, May

14 to 16, Sunday

through

Tuesday, Columbia’s second regional confab will be held, with Abe Montague,
general sales head, conducting the meetings. Aiding him will be Phil Dunas, midwest division manager, Chicago, and Carl
Shalit, central division manager, Detroit.

Chicago Club Women
Guests of DeMille
Chicago — Cecil
about 125 women

Columbia Slated

Besides these meetings, there have been
many others this year here, topped off with
the national conventions of M-G-M
and
20th Century-Fox. Regionals also were
held by Universal and Republic Pictures.

B. DeMille was host to
club leaders at a special

“Union Pacific” luncheon here at the
Blackstone Hotel, as the Paramount producer passed through in advance of the
picture which was to open Friday at the
Chicago Theatre.

Columbia

Pays $2,541

In Plagiarism

Suit

DeMille, in his talk to the women,
stressed the importance of the motion

New
York — Davis E. Smalley, vicepresident and sales manager of Continental Carbavar Co., Brazil, Ind., has

picture in preserving
age of America.

agreed to a $2,541 settlement of his $10,000 plagiarism suit against Columbia.

the historical

herit-

“America’s historical background,” said
DeMille, “is as colorful as the art galleries,
ancient landmarks, etc., of the other nations of the world, and infinitely more robust and alive. Our American film industry is creating an American art gallery
with the many
historical productions
Hollywood now is turning out.”
DeMille told of the vast research projects carried on by the industry in producing motion pictures with an American
historical background. He explained that
only

the film

industry

has

sufficient

fi-

Smalley’s federal court
charged he sent the company

complaint
his book,

“Stumbling,” and never heard anything
more until his plot turned up in the film,
“The Man Who
Ralph Bellamy.

nancial

backing

on any

particular

Lived

to do

Twice,”

starring

adequate

research

phase

of American

his-

tory, adding that research for his “Union
Pacific” cost about $85,000, and that of
his previous effort,
nearly $90,000.

“The

Buccaneer,”

Mrs. Richard M. McClure, president of
the Better Films Council of Chicago, was
chairman

of the

while

DeMille

was introduced by Paramount’s
manager, Jim Donohue.

branch

Additional

meeting,

ballyhoo

for the film was

the

arrival here later in the day of the “Union
Pacific” caravan, including the 70-year-old
wood-burning locomotive and coaches,
with the contrasting present-day Union
Pacific’s streamliner steam-turbine locomotive. This was on display all day Sunday at the Northwestern
tracted 20,000 persons.

Three Will Go to Paree —
Three of the four national winners of M-G-M’s “Marie Antoinette” contest
as they had lunch at the Blackstone Hotel in Chicago preparatory to leaving for New York on the first leg of their round-trip prize award to Paris.
Left to right: Mrs. Helen Davis Szold, Chicago; Ben Feldman, manager of
the United Artists Theatre; Helen Virginia King, Denver, and Mary Canak,
Milwaukee.
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Station

and

at-

Hollywood players who arrived on the
special train were George Raft, Robert
Preston, Lynne Overman, Anthony Quinn,
Brian Donlevy, Evelyn Venable, Judith
King, Margaret Roach, Luana Walters and
Sheila D’arcy.
The train and film players went on to
Detroit from here, while DeMille and Mrs.
DeMille went on to New York.
BOXOFFICE
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6, 1939

Bingo Operators, Fans
Unite Against Ban
Indianapolis — Since about 100 Bingo
operators and enthusiasts found out that
Police Chief Morrissey meant what he said
when he laid down his “No Bingo” ban in
Indianapolis, the operators and enthusiasts gathered at the Indiana Theatre
Ballroom to organize opposition to the
safety board’s ban on the game.
In addition to the 100 there
“uninvited” guests —
on the meeting, as
there would be an
Bingo in order to
test case.

were

23

policemen, who sat in
it had been rumored
attempt made to play
form the basis for a

Tom Devine, manager of the ballroom,
said the hall was rented for $175 in the
name of the Brotherhood of Railroad
Trainmen. Boyse H. Eidson called the
meeting to order shortly after the police
arrived and explained the purpose of the
meeting.
“I think we have been fair,” he said.
“We were ordered to close and we closed,
now we are going to form an organization
to go to the proper chambers and find
out whether playing Bingo is a violation of

A St, Louis Tax Bill Aims
At Outdoor Amusements
St. Louis — The first of a series of new
tax raising bills has been dropped into the
legislative hopper by Alderman William
Warnick. It is directed against outdoor
amusements to which an admission charge
is made, including automobile racing,
baseball, football, ice hockey, soccer, softball and tennis. It is expected to raise
$250,000 annually.
The bill fixes the tax fee at five per
cent of the gross receipts for each such
event and also requires an additional $5
annual license fee.
Currently the city receives only $100 annually from the St. Louis Cardinals of the
National League and the St. Louis
Browns of the American League.
There is a probability other tax raisers
also will make their appearance soon.
There is talk of an admission tax for motion picture, dramatic, vaudeville and
burlesque theatres and a bill to take a

cigarettes is also under consideration which would net $400,000 an-

nually.
The city’s existing deficit is $3,300,000
and the municipal fathers are faced with
the necessity of getting more money to
keep up present payrolls.

"Deadwood"

to Sherman

Hollywood — “Deadwood City,” by Harrison Jacobs, has been purchased by Producer Harry Sherman as a high-budgeter
on his 1939-40 Paramount program.

BOXOFFICE
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operator of the Strand Theatre in Freeport, 111., was buried Monday. He was 60
years

Harry and Elmer Balaban’s Des Plaines
Theatre got international recognition
when the Tokyo (Japan) Electric Light
Co. printed a picture of the theatre marquee and sign as a correct type of lighting for modern buildings in a publication
it issued. The Des Plaines Theatre was the
only American

structure

listed in the book.

The Essaness golfing foursome — Harry
Brown, Vogue; Roy Zermain, Buckingham;
Carl Levine, Mode, and A1 Binenfeld,
Devon Theatres — officially opened the
1939 season for the fourth year the other
day. The only improvement thus far has
been in the ribbing . . . Incidentally Harry
Brown is so sold on double features that
he married the same girl
ond ceremony took place
bride — Evelyn Muller, also
Bob Montgomery says that
the Woods should get the
the loop’s best-dressed

twice. The secrecently. The
of Chicago . . .
Ed Nikodem of
nomination as

theatre

Jimmy

old.

Ian Keith will star in and direct “Hamlet,” which the Federal Theatre will open
this week at the Blackstone Theatre.
Monroe Rubinger, who has been added
to the Warner exploitation staff from
New York, is spending a month here under
the tutelage of Sam Clark, after which he
will be stationed
in Kansas City.

in Rud

Lohrenz’s

district

Here and away: Patricia Ellis was
through on the Skychief of TWA, en
route back to Hollywood, after eastern
personal appearances . . . Morton Downey
was on the Skysleeper en route to New
York . . . On the Super Chief of the Santa
Fe headed back for Hollywood was Lya
Lys, star of Warner’s “Confessio7is of a
Nazi Spy.” Her visit here was good for
plenty of space on a “chasing romance”
. . . Grade Allen and George Burns and

manager.

has been William T. (Bill) Kerrigan,
cago publicist and newspaper man.

their radio troupe
ward bound.

were

on the Chief

east-

ChiJack

Kirsch,

president

of Allied

tres,inis back
from a several
tion
Hot Springs.

Savage of B&K’s publicity department has returned after his recent

weeks’

Theavaca-

appendectomy.
Baseball

has

started

in the

B&K

Working

Em-

ployes’ Softball League again this year.
Supervisors of the various districts are:
Jerry Winsberg, north ; Thurston Wayner,
northwest; Hugh McGinnis, west; Roland
Schwartz, south, and Dean Jones, loop.
Joe Kearns is in charge of athletics for
the circuit.

TRADE

on Western

Hollywood — “Riders of the Law,” a
Johnny Mack Brown western for Universal, is being readied for screen adaptation
by Andrew Bennison.

"Gun

Lord" to Myton

Hollywood — “Gun Lord of the Frontier,” to feature Bill Elliott, is being scripted by Fred Myton for Columbia.

Jack O’Toole, formerly Pox and Tiffany
Pictures’ manager in Chicago, was buried

DIRECTORY

A HANDY

GUIDE

FOR

THE EXHIBITOR

CHICAGO

“cut” of the receipts of street carnivals
and similar events. At present, theatres
pay $150 a year. Carnivals are nicked $25
a month.
tax on

30 years . . . John P. Dittman, well-known
in the industry locally, and for many years

Added to the advertising and copy-service department of Filmack Trailer Co.

the law or not.”

A

this week in Cheyenne, Wyo., where he
died. He had been in the industry about

“J'HE 20th Century-Pox Employes Club has
elected Howard DeTamble president
for the coming year. Other officers are:
Mabel Carpenter, vice-president; Esther
Baillie, treasurer; Anne, Jacobson, secretary, and Leo Schauer, social chairman.
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April Films Classified by
Windy City Council
^*HE Little Theatre, downtown house
which opened last December, is dark.
The

Mysterious

Hollebeck , following

his

engagement at Fox’s Miller Theatre here,
■played the Alhambra for several days.
Only admission to a stage and musical
performance at the Davidson Theatre
here April 29 was a toy, a game or a piece
of play equipment with the receipts from
the performance going to the Milwaukee
WPA toy loan project. The theatre program was furnished by the music project
orchestra and the marionette division.
Finger printing booths were set up during crime prevention week sponsored here
by the Junior Chamber of Commerce at
the Warner, Modjeska, Uptown and Garfield theatres.
N. & S. Theatres, Inc., conducted by
Herbert J. Neuser and Oliver Schmidt,
have taken over the operation of the Violet, north side neighborhood house, from
Merrill Devine.
Standard
over the
house.

Vliet

Times,

Theatre
west

side

Co. has

Ben Miller, Sam Shurman, Oscar Olson,
Charles Trampe and Jack Painter flew to
the Variety Club convention at Detroit
last week.
Plans

are underway

group pictures listed
Council of Chicago for

“The Family Next Door,” Universal;
"Ice Follies of 1939,” M-G-M; “Story of
Vernon and Irene Castle,” RKO; “Lady
and the Mob,” Columbia; “I’m From Missouri,” Paramount. “The Castles” is rated
as a “must-see” film.
For adults and young adults are listed:
“Burn ’Em Up O’Connor.” “Fast and
Loose,” “Four Girls in White,” M-G-M;
“Code of the Streets,” “Strange Faces,”
Universal; “Dodge City,” “Oklahoma Kid,”
Warners; “Forged Passports,” Republic;
"Wife, Husband and Friend,” 20th-Fox;
“Grand Illusion,” World Pictures; “Prison
Without Bars,” UA; “With a Smile,” Foreign, and “Wuthering Heights,” UA.
For adults only are listed:
“Boy Slaves,” RKO; “Last Warning,”
Universal; "Ambush,” Paramount; “School
for Husbands,” Wainright Productions;
"Abused Confidence,” French-Pathe.

taken

neighborhood

for the remodeling

of Fox’s Myers Theatre at Janesville
estimated cost of $45,000.

Chicago — Family
by the Better Films
April include:

at an

Wrecking operations are under way on
the site of a new theatre and store building to be constructed at Houghton, Mich.,
by Brauns & Thomas Co., operators of the
Kerredge and Orpheum theatres at Hancock, Mich.

big runs

every-

where, Warner’s “Dark Victory” did a big
week at the Chicago Theatre and was
moved to the Roosevelt only because a
definite date previously had been set for
Paramount’s
cago.

“Union

Pacific”

Of "Faster" Time
Chicago — With Chicago on daylight savings time, Warner Theatres are taking
pains to tell their patrons about it in the
hope that receipts won’t drop off around
9 o’clock nightly, as usually happens when
the plan first goes into effect.
Program copy and lobby signs in many
of the theatres include these lines:
“This is the time of the year when the
topic of conversation turns to the subject
of daylight saving.
“The government makes us all push the
clock ahead one hour, just to be sure that
we lose an hour of sleep, and then it stays
light so long at night that we can’t go
to bed early and no one knows what becomes of all light that’s saved.
“Of course, that extra hour of daylight
does some good, it keeps the cows more
contented and the chickens lay more eggs
but there is no harm in an egg that’s
laid an hour earlier and you don’t need
daylight to tell if the egg is bad, that
can be done just as good in the dark.
“However, please bear in mind, that if
you miss our first show because you have
been fooled by the daylight in the evening,

A Big Week for " Dark
Victory " in Chicago
Chicago — In step with

Patrons Are Notified

at the

Chi-

Meanwhile, “Dodge City” finished a
four-week loop run — two at the Chicago
and two at the Roosevelt. “Dark Victory”
is being held a second week at the Warner
in Milwaukee, where it did better than an
average week’s business the initial weekend. It did similarly at the Indiana in
Indianapolis.

you

still have time to see a complete performance by getting to the theatre as

late as 9 p. m.”

Albion Theatres , Inc .
Adds Another Link
Albion,

III. — Albion

Theatres,

Inc.,

which

recently took over the Majestic Theatre here, also has acquired the Hollywood Theatre from J. R. Collins and Leland Bunting. Both Bunting and John R.
Bowman, who has been manager of the
Majestic, are continuing with the new firm.

Robert S. Guiterman inaugurated wrestling on alternate Tuesday nights. May 2, at
his Capitol Theatre in Manitowoc.
Charles Braun staged a benefit show
April 29 at his Hartford Theatre in Hartford with proceeds going to the cancer
control fund.
Everett F. Istas, for the past two years
employed in the experimental department
at the Heywood-W akefield Lloyd plant in
Menominee, Mich., has been transferred to
Gardner, Mass., where he assumes a
traveling post.

,pHE annual Police Circus at the Arena,
produced by Fanchon & Marco, established an all-time record with a “take” of
approximately $215,000 for the 10-day run
. . . Forest Park Highlands, leading summer park, opens its 43rd season May 7,
continuing the free entertainment policy
established several seasons ago. Harry
Lange has been re-engaged as master of
ceremonies and will recruit acts and
musicians

Arthur A. Johne, 54, early projectionist
at Evanston, 111., and Sheboygan, died in
the latter city last week. He is survived
by his wife, father and sister.
Reginald B. Streeter, former announcer
of station WOMT,
Manitowoc, was released by police after he had agreed to pay
Francis Kadow, manager of the Mikadow
Theatre in that city for damages to sound
equipment he had smashed in the theatre.
Streeter maintained he had some salary
due from Kadow, who also operates the
radio station. Opening of the theatre was
delayed about a half hour because of damage to the equipment.
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The

for each

current

week’s

legit season

show.
was

rung

down

April 29 when “My Dear Children” closed
at the American Theatre. It did only fair
despite swell space in the local daily press
to the “latest” marital split-up
Barrymore and Elaine Barrie.

of John

The Civic Theatre, Warson Road, opens
June 20. The season is to be extended to
include

six plays to run

six nights

each.

The composition wallboard placed over
plaster walls in a second floor hallway of
the New Shenandoah Theatre, was torn
down

by a vandal on April 27. The management estimates the damage at $150.

The Royal in Mount Vernon, 111., has
reopened after being dark some time.
Glenn Stenson is contractor for the new
Maxon Theatre in Portageville, III., being
erected by J. E. Shannon. It is a 500-seater
and was designed by Bruce F. Barnes of
Clayton, Mo.
“Ecstasy” opened another run here at
the Hollywood Theatre, May 4. It is to rim
a week. It ran four weeks at this house
about two years ago, despite opposition by
the Better Films Council of Greater St.
Louis and local church folk.
Ignace Jan Paderewski’s only motion
picture, “Moonlight Sonata,” released a
year ago but Jiot shown publicly in St.
Louis up to this time, has been booked for
a week’s run, starting
Rogers Theatre.

May

4, at the Will

“The 400,000,000,” a Chinese war film,
has been booked for a five-night engagement at the S’Renco Screening Room,
opening on May 6.
BOXOFFICE
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Commission

Reaffirms

ment of Colored

" Nation " Ban Order
Milwaukee — The motion picture commission here has reaffirmed its original
order permanently barring “The Birth of
a Nation” from exhibition in Milwaukee.
A rehearing on its previous decision was
held by the commission at the request
of Roy E. Aitken Waukesha, one of the
owners of the film.
At the second hearing, the mayor’s office was crowded with Negroes and white
friends, who protested that the film placed
Negroes in an unfavorable light as a race.
Aitken urged that the film be restored
to good standing and insisted that it was
historically accurate and had been shown
in schools as an educational film. Supporting Aitken were Ben Miller, secretary of the Film Board of Trade; Frank
Rigas, a real estate broker interested in
the Alhambra Theatre, where the picture
was barred April 16 and Charles W.
Trampe, local distributor and exhibitor,
and a member of the commission.
Aid. Samuel Soref and the Rev. E. Leroy
Dakin, president of the local chapter of
the National Association for the Advance-

Chicago

—
—
—
—

cited

modern

gotten.”

Tri-National Oilers
Chicago — J. E. Otterson, president of
Tri-National Films, conferred here with
Harry Smythe, district manager, over the
product which the company will distribute
next season.
Otterson said that he has 12 pictures
selected out of a possible 75 which his
concern will handle in the U. S. for 193940. Among these will be two Otto Kruger starrers, another with Raymond Massey, and another with Marguerite O’Hare.
Smythe will occupy space in a private
office in the new Monogram exchange
now being erected.
Otterson returned to New York immediately after his conference with Smythe.

OF TUNE

4

930 — Wife, Husband and Friend — W. Baxter, L. Young, B. Barnes
9030 — First Offenders — W. Abel, Bev. Roberts, I. Meredith, J. Downs
— Gun Justice — Ken Maynard (Reissue)
918 — Love Affair — I. Dunne, C. Boyer, M. Ouspenskaya, L. Bowman
843 — Mexicali Rose — Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette
— Down the Wyoming Trail — Tex Ritter
— Death Kiss — B. Lugosi, A. Ames
— Enlighten Thy Daughter
WEEK OF JUNE 18
318 — Women in the Wind — K. Francis, W. Gargan, V. Jory, M. Rosenbloom
3830 — I'm From Missouri — B. Burns, G. George, J. Barrett, G, Lockhart
937 —
840 —
—
—

Mr. Moto in Danger
In Old Chicago — T.
Prison Without Bars
Big Town Czar — Ed

983 —
—
—
—
—

Trouble in Sundown — G. O'Brien, R. Keith, R. Whitley, C. Wills
Tidal Wave — Kay Sutton, Frank Jenks,, R. Byrd
Wolf Call — Movita, John Carroll, Polly Ann Young
Fighting Champ — Bob Steele
Sign of Four — Sherlock Holmes
WEEK OF JUNE 25

—
—
—
—

Dodge City — E. Flynn, O. DeHavilland, A. Sheridan, B. Cabot, A. Hale
King of Chinatown — A. M. Wong, A. Tamiroff, J. C. Naish, S. Toler
Sergeant Madden — W. Berry, T. Brown, A. Curtis, M. Lawrence
Everybody's Baby — J. Prouty, S. Deane, S. Byington, R. Gleason
Romance of the Redwoods — C. Bickford, J. Parker, G. Oliver
For Love of Money — J. Lang, R. Kent, R. Lane, C. Witherspoon
Night Riders — John Wayne, 3 Mesquiteers
Peg of Old Drury — Anna Neagle, Sir Cedric
Across the Plain — Jack Randall
Just My Luck — C. Ray, E. Nugent, A. Grey

BOXOFFICE
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Almost

Island — P. Lorre, J. Hersholt, A. Duff, L. Ames
Power, D. Ameche, A. Faye, A. Brady (Reissue)
— Corinne Luchaire, E. Best, B. Barnes (Foreign)
Sullivan, B. MacLane, E. Arden, Tom Brown

;: May

6, 1939

Hardwicke

Gene Punches, chief of service at the
Orvheum Theatre, is back to work after
being injured in an automobile accident
east of Springfield, April 23. He received
abruises.
bad scalp wound and other cuts and

cooking school at the Orpheum Theatre,
Monday. The school was more successful
at the Orpheum than at any place it has

Oklahoma Kid — J. Cagney, H. Bogart, R. Lane, D. Crisp
80-WB
Never Say Die — B. Hope, M. Raye, A. Mowbray, A. Devine, G. Sondergaard . 82-Para
Little Princess — S. Temple, R. Greene, A. Louise, C. Romero, I. Hunter
94-20th-Fox
Made for Each Other — C. Lombard, J. Stewart, L. Watson, C. Coburn
95-UA
Outside These Walls — D. Costello, M. Whalen, V. Weidler
59-Col
Texas Stampede — Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith
57-Col
Risky Business — G. Murphy, D Kent, E. Ciannelli, El Brendel, L. Ames
67-Univ
Zero Hour — A. Ames, O. Kruger, F. Inescort
School for Husbands — Rex Harrison, June Clyde
Boys' Reformatory — Frankie Darro, Grant Withers
Abraham Lincoln — W. Huston, U. Merkel
WEEK OF JUNE 11

Springfield last week making arrangements for the showing. He announced
that more than three score motion picture
critics have been invited to attend the
premiere. Authors of many stage and
film hits and Lincoln writers also will be
on hand, as will press representatives
from theatres over the nation. Heading
the list of celebrities will be governors of
ten middle western states and their aides.
Admissions probably will not be available
to the general public until the following
day, the seating capacity of the theatre
restricting the audience to celebrities and
personalities high in the cinema world.

More than 1,600 women paid 30-cent
admission fees to attend the final Spry

for June

Rep
74-Mono
61-Mono
95-Jud

323 — On Trial — M. Lindsay, J. Litel, E. Norris, J. Chapman, J. Stephenson
61-WB
3831 — Bulldog Drummond's Secret Police — J. Howard, H. Angel, H. B. Warner
54-Para
980 — Pygmalion — L. Howard, W. Hiller, W. Lawson, M. Lohr (Foreign)
87-M-G-M

304 —
3827 —
927 —
935 —
9019 —
—

TJODNEY BUSH, director of exploitation
for the 20th Century-Fox film produc“
tion, “Young Mr. Lincoln,” to be world
premiered at the Fox-Lincoln Theatre
here on the night of May 30, was in

Otterson Discusses Films

Releases
WEEK

308 —
3832 —
932 —
—
9031 —
9204 —
3029 —

People,

“anti-this and anti-that” attitudes that
have developed because of economic conditions and argued that “there was no
need to perpetuate events, even if historically true, which would be better for-

80-20th-Fox
62-Col
58-Univ
88-RKO
58-Rep
53-Mono
71-Jud
72-Jud
64-WB
79-Para
69-20th-Fox
lll-20th-Fox
79-UA
66-Univ
60-RKO
Rep
65-Mono
55-Mono
70-Jud
104-WB
57-Para
81-M-G-M
62-2Qth-Fox
67-Col
67-Univ
57-Rep
80-Mono
52-Mono
66-Jud

yet been

tried.

The “Falcon” hero of an aviation serial,
paid a visit to Springfield and presented a
junior “G” man badge for air detectives
to Manager Edmund
Metzger of the
Strand Theatre where the series is being
shown much to the delight of a crowd of
admiring youngsters.

Mrs . Annie

Harlow

At Her Miami

Dies

Home

Indianapolis — Mrs. Annie Harlow, founder and former manager and owner of the
Hamilton Theatre in Indianapolis, died
Sunday in Miami, where she had made her
home several years.
In the theatre business on the east side
of Indianapolis many years, Mrs. Harlow
was known widely in the community. The
Hamilton now is operated by her daughter,
Mrs. Grace D. Wolfard, with whom Mrs.
Harlow

lived during summer months.
vivors are the daughter, Mrs. Wolfard;

sisters, all of Baltimore, and
daughters of Indianapolis.

two

Surfour

grand-

Screen "Nazi Spy" Before
Civil Liberties League
Chicago — A
private screening, admittance to which will be by invitation only,
will be

held Wednesday night of “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” at the Warner
Screening Room.

Guests will be members of the Chicago
Civil Liberties League, an organization
which includes many of the city’s outstanding progressive leaders.
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MT517
MT518
MT519

ADVERTISING

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety
Moving words projector

MT505

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516

plete systems
Heating
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed

conditioning

Air filters
Air diffusers,
Cooling coils

DECORATIONS

MT520
MT521
MT5 22
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT53X
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT537
MT538
MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543
MT544
MT545

AIR CONDITIONING

plants — com-

high

velocity

and FURNISHING

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous
colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental
Rubber seat upholstery
Rubber floor & wall coverings

Lumiline lamps
MT552
MT553
Candle flame lamps
MT55 4 Floodlight lamps
MT555
MT556
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
MT557
Dimmers
MT558
MT559 Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting units
MT5 60 Flashed opal glass
MT5 61
Pot metal opal glass
MT5 62 Fuses, indicator type
MTS 63 Fuses, cartridge
MT564 Lighting plants, individual

MAINTENANCE
MT569
MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577
MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT586
MT587
MT588

LIGHTING
MT550
MT551

MT589

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps

SANITATION
MT641
MT642
MT643
MT644
MT645
MT646
MT647
MT643
MT649

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum
Disinfectants
Deodorant
blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators
Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MT650
MT651

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT652

Hand

MT653
MT654
MT655
MT656
MT657

Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans
Plumbing fixtures
Toilet seats

driers,

USE
YOU

WANT

THIS

COUPON

ISN'T LISTED, ASK FOR

UNDER

IT BY NAME

“REMARKS"

The MODERN THEATRE
Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.

5-6-39

Chicago, 111.

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items. (List Key Numbers

Below).

Remarks:

Name
Theatre
City
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State

electric

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes
Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms, staff
Screen cleaning
Venetian

blind

SOUND
MT661
MT662
MT663
MT664
MT665
MT666
MT667
MT668
MT669
MT670
MT671
MT672
MT673
MT674
MT675
MT676
MT677
MT678

tools
cleaners

Sound systems, complete
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers
Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn
Lens assemblies, sound
Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

PROJECTION

STAGE

IF WHAT

will find this

Information on the following items may be secured by sending in the coupon.
Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed is wanted,
just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

•

MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT48 6
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499
MT500

Readers

page a ready source of information on
products which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU.

MT591
MT592

Projectors, complete with
Projectors, standard

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT596

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

MT597
MT598
MT599
MT600
MT601
MT602

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MT603
MT604
MT605
MT606

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

MT607
MT608
MT609
MT610
MT611
MT612
MT613
MT614
MT615
MT616
MT617
MT618
MT619
MT620
MT621
MT622
MT623
MT624
MT623
MT626
MT627

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers
Film cleaners

MT628
MT629
MT630
MT631
MT632
MT633

EQUIPMENT

sound
MT685
MT6S6

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MT688
MT689
MT690
MT691
MT692
MT693

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage
Footlights
Switchboards

STRUCTURAL
MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

picture

MATERIALS

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705

Fronts,

MT706
MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, porcelain enamel
Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

viterous

enamel

MISCELLANEOUS

Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719
MT720
MT721
MT722

Accounting systems
Change
makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers
Ticket issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

Rectifiers, magnesium-copper
sulphide

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff
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Plans Huddles on

Buying Pool May Come Up at
Northwest Allied Meeting

Trade Measures
of

Omaha — Charles E. Williams, president
the Nebraska and southwest Iowa

MPTO, back from a ten-day attendance
at the Neely bill hearings in Washington,
told Boxoffice that plans are being made
for a meeting of the Nebraska and Iowa
group sometime this month to discuss the
Neely bill and also the proposed trade
practice draft.
Final arrangements await word from
members of the board of directors as to
whether one general meeting will be held,
probably in Omaha, or whether regional
assemblies of exhibitors will be called.
Williams

at first hoped

to hold a meet-

ing during the premiere of “Union Pacific” here last week but although there
were many exhibitors in Omaha the heavy
program attending the premiere made a
session impossible.
Williams expressed alarm for the small
exhibitors should the Neely bill go through,
but said it was only his opinion and many
exhibitors, with whom he had talked, did
not agree with him.
He reported his observations were that
the bill had a 50-50 chance of getting out
of committee but thought it was doubtful
that the senate would have time to act this
session should it reach the floor.
Williams earlier stated, when the trade
practice draft appeared, that “it was by far
and large the best thing exhibitors had
been

offered.”

Middle

West

Exhibitors

To Levy Testimonial
Minneapolis — Representative exhibitors
from the middle west will gather here
at the Hotel Nicollet on May 22 to attend
a testimonial banquet to Morton A. Levy,
20th-Fox’s prairie district manager. The
affair will be a tribute to Levy’s promotion
to leadership of the seventh annual S. R.
Kent Drive.
The exhibitors’ committee includes W.
A. Steffes, Billy Elson, John J. Friedl, Ben
Friedman, Eddie Ruben, Abe Kaplan,
George Granstrom and Sydney Volk.
A large
pected.

home

office

delegation

is ex-

Minneapolis — When
Northwest Allied
holds its annual convention here next
month, just prior to the national Allied
States meeting, the matter of a proposed
film buyers’ pool is expected to be for consideration again.
Independent exhibitors hereabouts are
agitating for such a pool to combat rising
film costs. With theatre income on a
long downward trend, they claim, it is essential that picture rentals be lowered.
Instead,
ward.

they point

out, the trend

is up-

A number of the independents are particularly aroused because distributors

Conclude Third Metro
Regional in Kaycee

was tendered William “Bill” Warner by
Variety Club. With Senn Lawler of Fox
Midwest as emcee, it was a real tribute to
a veteran of the film business in Kansas
City. Bill had been identified with the
industry here for 35 years. He left Tuesday for the coast.
Jay Means, veteran exhibitor, who was
unable to attend, wrote a poem for Warner. It touched the heart.

Yellen

to Paramount

Hollywood — Jack Yellen
Paramount writing staff.
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result, they

assert, their film

costs are

raised and they’re worse off than ever.
One of the principal fights at the convention, it’s indicated, will be to attempt
to pledge members to desist from buying
“runs” of pictures inasmuch as this policy,
it’s claimed, has the effect of boosting
film costs. One of the most prominent of
the independents here — Bennie
buys “runs” for his Paradise
local neighborhood house.

Berger —
Theatre,

It will be urged that the organization
devote more of its efforts to fighting for
lower film costs, instead of mixing in
legislative matters. However, President
W. A. Steffes, who insists that he will not

how

Kansas City — Delegates to the third of
six M-G-M
regional meetings for office
managers, bookers, checking supervisors
and

home office representatives will conclude a two-day session at the Muehlebach
Hotel May 7. Meetings have already been
held in Washington and New Orleans,
with others to follow in San Francisco,
Chicago and New York.
Home office representatives attending
include Alan F. Cummings, in charge of
branch operations, who presided; Charles
K. Stern, Joel Bezahler, William Brenner,
Parke D. Agnew and Mike Simons.
Delegates from five exchanges include:
Denver — Michael Cramer, office manager, James B. Mitcheletti and Arthur R.
Mitchell.
Des Moines — Howard T. Dunn, office
manager, Frank H. Gaskell and Fred D.
Armington.
Kansas City — Herbert W. Genter, office manager, Leon S. Abraham, Kenneth
Gilmore, Albert L. Adler, Walter W.
bader and Woodrow W. Sherrill.

Lam-

Omaha — Voight B. Trent, office manager, Hazel Andersen and Howard E.

St.

Kansas City — Approximately 60 attended the dinner Monday night, May 1, which

a

accept re-election under any condition,
feels that the organization cannot dictate

Clark.

Around 60 at Farewell
Dinner lor Wm . Warner

generally are putting more pictures into
higher brackets and, thus, allegedly more
than offsetting any advantage that might
have been gained from the increased
number of cancellations to be allowed. As

Miller.

Louis — Earl Herndon, office manager, Clarence R. Ritzier and French S.

A Remodeling

Practice Code

Is Major

Item on Allied Agenda
Minneapolis — A complete threshing out
of the proposed industry code promises to
make

the national Allied States’ convention here June 13-15 one of the most important and notable industry gatherings
ever to be held.
Leaders of all branches of the industry
have been invited to attend the meeting.
Every independent exhibitor, regardless of
whether or not he is affiliated with any
of the Allied bodies or any other organization, is asked to be present. The entire
code negotiating committee will be on
hand, as will be the leading executives
of all the producing companies, according
to W. A. Steffes, convention chairman. An
attendance of 800 is anticipated by Steffes.
One
a

or more

sessions

will be devoted

to

discussion of the proposed code. Opponents and proponents will have an opportunity to explain why it should or

shouldn’t be adopted. After the arguments
Steffes says, a vote will be taken among

Program

By Grilfith-Dickinson

Hiawatha, Kas., gets a new cooling system, canopy, and a general overhauling;
the Booth, Independence, Kas., gets a new
cooling system, canopy, and possibly seats;
Dickinson, Fayette, Mo.,
modeled and re-equipped.

all present, expressive of independent exhibitors’ opinion regarding what the fate
of the proposed code should be. The code
meetings will be open, he announces.
Ed

Kansas City — Griffith-Dickinson is
launching a remodeling program.
The Dickinson, Osawatomie, Kas., will be
redecorated. New equipment, including
a new cooling system, canopy, boxoffice
and front, will be installed; the Dickinson,

the

the companies should sell their pictures or how much they should charge
for them any more than it can dictate to
exhibitors how much they should pay for
their film.

will be re-

Kuykendall,

president

of

MPTOA,

appointed

by Steffes a member of the convention transportation committee although head of a rival body, already has

signified his intention to attend the Allied convention, Steffes says. Kuykendall
favors adoption of the code.
So as not to conflict with the Allied
convention and in order that its heads
miy

attend

the meeting

here, Paramount

has changed the dates of its Los Angeles’
sales convention from June 12-14 to
June

8-10.
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Minneapolis Nabes May Hike
Prices With the New Park
Minneapolis — Harold

Field

and

QMAHA cific”
may premiere,
have but
givenDesthe Moines
“Union went
Pato it. The town bristled with our Filmrowers ... We parked the car and had
walked just two blocks when we ran into
G. Ralph Branton and Evert Cummings

Harold

Kaplan’s elaborate new 1,200-seat house
at St. Louis Park, local suburb, to be
opened May 10, will be scaled at 30 cents,

standing

loge seats, where smoking is permitted, 35 cents. In consequence of the
admission, which is 5 cents higher than
other local neighborhood and suburban
theatres, excepting the Uptown, the Park
will have neighborhood clearance over all
opposition houses, behind the Uptown.
This action may be the forerunner of a
general boost in theatre admission prices,
however. Theatre circles insist that such a

gallons

theatre’s close proximity to all uptown
Minneapolis locations have been put out
in profusion throughout the entire city.
There has been some resentment expressed
by certain of the local independent neighborhood exhibitors over the placing of these
cards and one-sheets in the neighborhood
of their theatres.

Des Moines — F. E. Judd, Monogram
manager here, announced this week that
Martin Spellman, child actor, and his
mother will attend the company convention in Chicago May 4-5-6, and later return to the coast via Des Moines, their
home town.
Mother’s Day tentatively is set as the
day for the appearance here. The radio
script of “Streets of New York” will be
broadcast with Spellman playing his own
role and Drake University players filling
the other spots.
F. E. Judd, Walter Lohman, and Jess
Collins will attend the Chicago convention
from the Des Moines offices.

Jess Collins Back With
Monogram Sales Staff
Des Moines —
Jess Collins, former
Charles City exhibitor, has rejoined the
Monogram company here as salesman,
according to F. E. Judd, manager.
Judd

and Collins were formerly associated when they worked together for
Grand National. Collins is a past president of the Allied Theatre Owners.
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mar-

the rest of the people

were

wear-

mouths agape. They had arrived Wednesday and ivere so intrigued with the affair
they wired their wives to fly over . . . Ken
Clayton kidding Hollywood’s Shiela Graham who had her stockings rolled comfortably down to her ankles . . . Ray Copeland ducking back into his room on the
fifth floor to finish his morning shave
while Salesman Robbins laughed at the

Print by Plane —

chatter

The

-print of Monogram’s

New

York”

arrives

“Streets

by Livingston

of

Air-

ways plane for its midwestern premiere showing in Waterloo, la., the
home

town

Monogram
John

of

W.

F.

Moines

E.

Cass,

Sumner,
authority

holder ;

Cass,

la., who

Orcutt,

to

right:
Airport

Monogram

Strawberry

tre man; Joe

Johnston,

Left

Waterloo

Judd,

franchise

Ernest

Ray

president.

Livingston,

head:

Lester

Monogram Child Actor to
Attend Sales Meeting

Theatre

lugging tripod and camera across the Paxton lobby and later standing limply with
the same in the elevator, apparently tired
but happy . . . lies and McKinney on
Farnum St. with hands pocketed and

are a deterrent, however. Business in recent weeks has been badly off both downtown and uptown and even such fine pic-

Tack cards and one-sheets advertising
the St. Louis Park opening and stating the

the Omaha

Everybody else saw miles and miles and
miles of parades, but we saw: Art Stolte

tilt is justified because operating costs
during recent years have risen without
any advance in boxoffice scales. Adverse
economic conditions have been and still

highly praised “Three Smart Girls Grow
Up” also did far below normal for a Deanna Durbin picture.

under

que . . . Evert’s Tyrolean chapeaux had
it all over the tall silks, beavers and ten
ing.

with

tures as “Wuthering Heights,” “Story of
Alexander Graham
Bell” and “Stagecoach,” for example, in their first runs
have shown to unsatisfactory returns. The

MOINES

flew

in

Des
plane,

Point

Cass

thea-

Theatre,

the print

in;

U. S. civil aeroiiautics

inspector.

Waterloo, Ia. — Monogram’s Des Moines
office flew the print of “Streets of New
York” here for the opening day after
securing permission from the civil areonautics authority and a special permit
from the mayor because of city ordinances.
At 5:30 p. m., 2,000 handbills were dropped
from the plane, 19 out of 50 marked as
passes.
Jack Smith, theatre page editor for the
Waterloo Courier, interviewed Jackie
Cooper and Martin Spellman by special
telephone hookup from the Monogram
Studios in Hollywood. Both ends of the
conversation
ence.

could

be heard

by the audi-

The campaign included the following:
200 jumbo window cards in town and 11
surrounding towns; ads in all the small
newspapers around Waterloo and an opening ad of three column by 8V2 inches in
the Courier, and 18 hand-painted
cards placed in leading stores. The
campaign cost $73.01.

Two

Draw

WB

22x28
entire

Termers

Hollywood — Aeneas MacKenzie, scripter, has been held for another term by
Warner. The same studio has handed
Creighton Hale a new term acting pact.

of three darky

chambermaids

. . .

Don

West and wife (we covet that smartlooking bag you carried, Mrs. W.) eating
leisurely in the Paxton dining room . . .
G. Ralph and Evert Cummings hopping
quickly into an upgoing elevator with
some film people, looking more like
celebs than the celebs themselves, too, we
might

add.

We wonder if that promotion given a
DM man on the Union Pacific was a plug
for the picture. At least it got “Union
Pacific” in the head on the story . . . How
come no Boxoffice people from Kaycee
showed up? We were looking forward to
seeing what this Ben Shlyen fella looks
like. (Ed. Note — Ben Shlyen was in New
York. Read Boxoffice, smarty).
At the Hotcha

party

on

the Fontenelle

mezzanine for stars and big-shots (howinell did we get in there?) : A. H. Blank
wearing a very red carnation and talking
animatedly with one and all .. . G. Ralph
Branton

teetotaling

with

a coke

and

look-

ing faultlessly
. . Omaha’s
Keith
Wilson put
( sendtogether
us 35 . cents,
Keith,
stamps not accepted ) a la Heigh Ho Silver,
speculating on the possible progeny of a
newspaperman and a
trade journalist
while Hollywood Columnist Ed Sullivan
opined it'd have good circulation . . . Evelyn Venable smiling sweetly at us ( bet she
wouldn’t have if she’d known we didn’t
have the faintest notion who she was. We
were looking only because we thought she
was pretty and because
by George Raft).

she

was

escorted

Most exciting happening. Seeing three
misguided flatfoots booting Steve Brooks,
Hollywood publicity man, out of the theatre and into the hoosegow . . . “We got
him out” was all we could get from Bill
Pine, a studio scenario man.
Summary: We enjoyed running
Moines folks and. noticing how
they

were

into Des
superior

to the rest of the mob.
(Continued on page 78)
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ON TOP AGAIN
WASHERS

FOR 1939

AND BLOWERS

Our Washers and Blowers have excelled all other makes so far in 1939, not in conversation but by actual
installations. Why do we excell? That is easy to explain. First, our company is one of the oldest concerns
making theatre ventilation. They specialize in theatre air conditioning. They do not make equipment
undersize to sell for price only. They do not make equipment of light weight or construction so that their
dealers can make the huge chain store profit. But still the price on their equipment is but a few dollars
higher than the light weight cheaper equipment. Many a theatre man has not only taken out cheap equipment but they have also taken out cheap makes of cooling cores.
Why experiment when you can buy the best equipment for just a few dollars
more? Buy the equipment that over sixty per cent of the best theatres in the country are using.

OUR

1939 IOWA

INSTALLATIONS

LYRIC THEATRE, WEST DES MOINES,
VARSITY THEATRE, DES MOINES, IA.
IOWA THEATRE, WATERLOO, IA.
STRAND THEATRE, MARSHALLTOWN.
PALACE THEATRE, WATERLOO. IA.

IA.

TO DATE:

PRINCESS THEATRE, MOUNT AYR, IA.
GRAND THEATRE, KNOXVILLE. IA.
STATE THEATRE. LENOX, IA.
TOY THEATRE, TIPTON, IA.
CEDAR THEATRE, MECHANICSVILLE. IA.

IA.

For Quick Delivery , Phone or Wire

DES
1121 HIGH
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THEATRE
PHONE

3-6520

SUPPLY
DES

CO,

MOINES,

IOWA

73

Omaha
" Union

Really

Cuts Loose

festivities at the historical exhibit

for

city auditorium.
The first smash

came

with

in the

the arrival

of the special train from California carrying Producer DeMille, Paramount officials
and film stars.

Pacific” Premiere

There were 200,000 to watch the parade
from the depot of the dignitaries and
250,000 the next morning to watch the historical parade, highlight of the many
parades.
Horse-drawn vehicles of the 1869 vintage carried the visitors, flanked by two
companies of soldiers, garbed in civil war
uniforms. There were countless bands
and historical floats.
The

Union

Pacific

Old

Timers

banquet

in the huge Ak-Sar-Ben coliseum for 3,000
was served in 18 minutes by a corps of
waiters. Mary McCormic, the opera star,
sang.

George Raft, here with the Hollywood delegation, did a soft shoe dance in
response to the demands.
Present were three governors, Roy Cochran, Nebraska; H. H. Blood, Utah, and
Nels H. Smith, Wyoming. The board of
directors of the Union Pacific railroad,
fairly dripping with
wizards, was present.

eastern

financial

Joel McCrea, one of the film’s stars, unable to be present due to studio work,
talked by long distance from Hollywood.
Ed Sullivan, among the many writers
present, said “The Union put on a better
show at Ak-Sar-Ben than Hollywood ever

Typical of the crowds that greeted the progress of the “Unio?i Pacific” special
train from Hollywood to Omaha is this scene at Grand Island, Neb., with
the producer of the Paramount release, Cecil B. DeMille, and Barbara
Stanwyck, star of the film, taking the boivs.

There were 40,000 persons massed in
front of the Omaha to witness the program, broadcast over three local radio
stations.

Omaha — This town went all the way, far
beyond the most enthusiastic expectations
of any official of the city, Paramount or
the Union Pacific railroad, to set a new
standard for world premieres last week
when

The film players appeared twice, at the
Omaha and at the Orpheum.
Paramount

it wildly, and without restraint, presented a four-day celebration for the world

premiere
There

of “Union Pacific.”
were parades; not

one,

but

as

Present

There were Neil Agnew, vice-president in
charge of sales; Terry DeLapp, publicity

as two a day; luncheons and a banquet, at which 3,000 were served in a
record time of 18 minutes; thousands of
men with whiskers and more thousands of
women
and children dressed in 1869
clothes.
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Officials

Paramount officials, headed by President Barney Balaban were all present.

many

There was a mammoth costume ball and
street dancing and the premiere, presented
simultaneously in three theatres, plus a
fourth premiere in a midnight show.
It was the most spectacular civic celebration ever held in Omaha — in fact, in
the whole Missouri Valley and Hollywood,
here in the persons of Producer Cecil B.
DeMille, Paramount officials and Paramount stars, in its own words was
“amazed.”
DeMille, a builder of spectacles, admitted he had been outdone, as he witnessed two huge parades that 250,000 people, who lined the streets for blocks and
blocks, gathered to watch.
It sounds like a lot of money but those
in charge of the celebration estimated
$417,000 was spent. There were an estimated 25,000 men and 40,000 women in
costumes of some sort, at an estimated
cost of $140,000.
Decoration costs were $25,000 for false
fronts on store buildings and street deco-

saw . . . Cecil B. DeMille’s eyes popped.”
The Omaha, where the dignitaries assembled, Orpheum and Paramount presented the premiere, followed by a midnight show at the Orpheum to take care
of the demands.

chief; R. M. Gillham, director of advertising and publicity; R. C. LiBeau, Kansas
City, district manager; Bill Pine, associate
producer of the picture; C. M. Reagan,
western division manager; Allen Usher.
Chicago
man.

manager;

Barbara

And typical of the wildly enthusiastic
parade is this shot of the procession
rolling past the Orpheum Theatre in
Ojnaha.
rations.

Omaha

contributed

$32,000;

G. Richardson,

Stanwyck

was

the

camera-

darling

of

the populace. With her from the Paramount lot came Sheila D’arcy, Evelyn
Keyes, Judith King, Janice Logan, Evelyn
Luckey, Patricia Morison, Margaret Roach,
Luana Walters, Evelyn Venable and from
the Union Pacific cast, Lynne Overman,
Robert

Preston,
thony Quinn.

Brian

Donlevy,

and

An-

Police worked in 18-hour shifts to handle the crowds. All the available man
power

of the gendarmes

was

used

but at

Paramount’s expense was estimated at
$80,000. Although the Union Pacific railroad expenditures are not official and the
railroad has declined to say how much it
spent, members of the local committee
said they understood it was around

that traffic couldn’t move at many times
and street cars, many of them re-routed,
were held for hours.
It was something Omaha had never seen
before and probably will never see again.
It was terrific.

$100,000.
The celebration

A. H. Blank, Tri-States theatres president, and Ralph Branton, were here along
with J. H. Friedl, general manager of the
Minnesota Amusement Co.

even

had

President

Roosevelt’s touch as he pressed a key on
his desk at Washington to officially open
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Niieries Tied In on
Weekly Gift Night
Minneapolis — A
$100 “gift night”
scheme sweeping the city’s night clubs
and beer parlors is raising havoc with
Monday night theatre attendance. The
stunt originated here.
It’s called the “Clover Leaf Stakes.” For
fee of $5 monthly, the sponsoring organization places its insignia in any cafe
or niterie, furnishes registration cards and
a

collects stubs from patrons’ tickets.
A $100 stake is offered each week. If
the $100 cash prize is unclaimed, the
week’s stake is added to the following
week’s prize. The pot builds up until it’s
claimed by a winner. In the manner of
registration, the drawing and building up
of the pot, the stunt resembles Bank
Night.
Patrons of an establishment pay nothing for registering their names. The
numbered stubs are placed together in a
rotating barrel and one is drawn as the
winner. The drawing occurs between 10
and 11 p. m. each Monday night in the
organization’s headquarters and the name
of the winner is telephoned instantly to
all taverns having membership. The patron, in order to claim his prize, must be
present in the place where he’s registered
and he has two minutes in which to present his registration card and claim the
prize. He is permitted to register in only
one place.
Three hundred odd establishments now
are registered here. More are coming in
every week, according to H. A. Jolley,
president and originator.
Jolley says he’s incorporating and planning to go into St. Louis, Des Moines and
west coast cities immediately. In cities
ether than Minneapolis, he says, it will cost
registration spots $10 a month, instead of
$5, the amount charged here.

Paramount-Union

Pacific

Bring Stars to Kaycee

IL II M C (0) IIL M

A Hot Band to Greet

ALL

UA Conventioneers

TALK

around

here

at present

is

naturally on the “Union Pacific” celebration at Omaha, undoubtedly the biggest thing in midwest film exploitation.
Some of the Lincoln film heads journeyed
to North Platte, Thursday, to meet the
train bearing the stars, and went on in
to Omaha on it. Bob Livingston was noted
having a big time talking over old times
with Mrs. Cecil B. DeMille.
Whisker clubs in Lincoln and outstate
Nebraska were too numerous to mention
. . . York and St. Paul boys got stuck with
their beards, though, and were asked by
the cities to keep them on until the Robert Grewell and Golden Jubilee days May
13 and

July 3-4, respectively .

North Platte, Fremont, and Grand
Island each had miniature Golden Spike
days and came out in droves for the stars
as they passed through . . . Complete
story of “Union Pacific” landed in all the
outstate weeklies, along with cuts of a
pair of cute lassies in the costumes

of ’69.

Everything is harmonious between the
Lincoln bowling alleys and the Lincoln
theatre corporation, since the former
proved their balls and pins would not be
heard inside the new Nebraska . . . Incidentally, Ed Vaughan and M. E. Lofgren
appear to be the bowling
tre Row.

champs

of thea-

Kansas City — It will be early in the day
for a hot time Friday morning at 9:50,
but that is what was arranged at the
union station by W. P. Bernfield when the
United Artists train from the East pulled
in en route to Hollywood and the UA
convention. The Hosking Conservatory
Girls Band, 60 of them uniformed in red,
provided most of
solos, specialties.
Joining

Brains

of the

haven’t

Temple

and

helped
Fox

the

thea-

tres, McCook, have come up with “Pal
Nite.” Idea is to let two in for a set price
. . . Billing for Bud Anderson’s Jungle
Oddities Circus went up last week . . .
Murriel Simpson, manager of the Palace
at Clearwater, reports his Saturday matinees are going over pretty well with the
farmers.

train

here

“Peppers"

Hollywood — Columbia’s “Five Little
Peppers” is being scripted by Frances
Hyland.

from

the

local

Excavation Completed for
New Tri-States Theatres
Des

Moines — Excavation

has been

com-

pleted for a new 800-seat neighborhood
motion picture theatre here on Ingersoll
Ave., it was announced Friday by Jake
Bassman, owner of the property.
The building, costing $20,000, will be
completed August 1, Bassman said, and has
Corp.
been leased to the Tri-States Theatre
The

Paulsen Co. is building the structure, a brick and tile building 30 feet high
with ground measurements of 44 by 115
feet.

It is to have
istic front.

a glazed

tile modern-

The theatre is to be air-conditioned and
wired for the use of special hearing aids
for the hard-of-hearing.
a regular stage.

It will contain

The Tri-States Theatre Corp., which
has leased the theatre building, now operates eight motion picture houses in Des
Moines. Bassman said the new theatre
will be opened sometime in September.

Collaborate
Prepares

fireworks — drills,

exchange were W. E. Truog, branch manager; John T. Graham, Guy Bradford,
and O. O. Flake. Branch managers and
salesmen from the Omaha and St. Louis
offices also were scheduled to join the
train here.

Leo Farrell’s Rialto at Mason City is
getting a good play . . . March of name
bands like Ted Fio Rito, and Clyde McCoy through
flickers
any. midstate

the

the

on

Script

Hollywood — Val Burton and Charles
Grayson are collaborating on the script
for “Flying

Cadets”

at Universal.

Kansas City — Here May 15 with the
special Paramount-Union Pacific train,
which is going across country and back
to Hollywood

in the

interests

of “Union

Pacific,” will be Lynne Overman, Brian
Donlevy, Robert Preston, William Henry,
Patricia Morison, Anthony Quinn, Evelyn
Venable, Sheila Darcy, Judith King, Margaret Roach (Hal Roach’s daughter),
Luana Walters, Evelyn Lucky, and several
other Paramount players who are joining
at New York.
Among those who attended the “Union
Pacific” premiere at Omaha last week
from Kansas City were Arthur Cole, Landon Laird of the Star; John Cameron
Swayze of the Journal; Gene Gillette of
the United Press; R. C. LiBeau, district
manager of Paramount; George Harttmann, exhibitor; Earl Jameson, Film Delivery; Roy Miller and Pete Dana of Universal, and Ben Marcus of Columbia.
BOXOFFICE
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The Hobart Gates Visit Litel —
Mr. and Mrs. Hobart Gates talk over the motion picture business and kindred subjects with John Litel. right, while visiting the Warner studio in
Burbank. Gates is a theatre operator in Custer, S. D.
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Raids on Bank Nighi
Made in LaCrosse
LaCrosse,

Wis. — Circuit Judge

Robert

S. Cowie, conducting a one-man fight
against theatre cash gift nights, has the
trade here in a turmoil.
Despite the fact that criminal actions
against theatres running the cash gift
nights have failed, Judge Cowie, continuing on the warpath, signed complaints and
obtained search warrants that enabled
him to raid the Hollywood and Rivoli
theatres shortly before scheduled Bank
Night

and

Banko

drawings — a

$1,800

drawing in the former’s case.
All paraphernalia and equipment were
seized by the raiders, but immediately
after the raid at the Rivoli, a Frank
Koppelberger house, a loudspeaker was
set up

in front of the theatre and announcement was made that the house had
a duplicate set of registration cards and
the cash gift night would be held as usual.

“We are going to operate Bank Night
and other cash gift nights until the supreme court passes upon the question,”
declared Koppelberger. “This civil action,
which follows unsuccessful criminal suits,
will be fought to the highest court.
one in Wisconsin, Minnesota and
operating Bank Night, as far as
aware, and there is no valid reason
exception should be made in the

EveryIowa is
we are
why an
case of

LaCrosse.”
The Hollywood is an Eddie Ruben house.
Ted Bolnick, its manager, says he cannot
see the

“justice or necessity of the unwarranted raid” and declared the action
"smacks of persecution and a desire to
satisfy one’s personal whim.”
In his complaint. Judge Cowie alleges
the theatres are promoting a lottery for
money. He had instituted the unsuccessful criminal actions, too.

Eliminate Bank Night,
Bingo in Devils Lake
Devils

Lake,

N.

D.— Following

an

torney general’s office declares that actions to revoke licenses will be instituted
against theatres in any North Dakota
town which fails to discontinue the cash
gift nights.

AIR CONDITIONING
US

BEFORE

YOU

316 S. W.

Blvd.

friends.
apolis’ loss.

St. Louis’

gain

is Minne-

Eddie Ruben went from the Variety
Club national convention in Detroit to
Louisville where he’ll attend the Kentucky
Derby. The wife accompanied him . . .
Charlie Weiner of Monogram is having his
fishing equipment overhauled. Says he’s
going after the muskie championship this
summer. Caught a 32- pounder last year.
Says he has a date with Johnny Johnson
for the opening of the lake trout season
. . . Everybody agreed with Manager Bill
Sears of the Orpheum that the Wayne
King show was one of the best ever housed
at his theatre. Bill had caught it in Chicago and came home raving — and rightly.
It did a swell business.
Harry Hirsch’s Gayety (stock burlesque)
closed its spring season April 27 and now

<S

City, Mo,

son, Red Lake Falls, Minn.; Ed Gannon,
Lidgerwood, N. D.; Elmer Bang, Eureka,
S. D., and Mike DuFae, Milbank, S. D.
. . . Kenneth M. Gray, National Screen
office manager, in New York for an altar
march. Will be back with his bride next
week . . . Bill Crystal, Grand National
branch manager, making a trip around
the territory.
Warren

assistant

Warner

Wally

Eddy,

resigned

.

.

. Paramount

screened “Union Pacific” before enthusiastic audience. Big picture goes into
Minneapolis State and St. Paul Paramount, May 19 . . . Opening American
Association baseball game here drew its
biggest crowd, more than 9,000 paid, of
any initial contest since 1926.
A. W. Schwalberg, Warner
head of exchange operations,
visit . . . Fred Ableson, RKO
driving a new

car . . . Colleen

home office
paid a local
salesman, is
Moore,

for-

mer film star, in town with her doll’s
house, on exhibition at local department
store . . . W. H. Workman, M-G-M branch
manager, bothered by his eyes, but sticking on job . . . Harold Johnson, Universal
branch manager, visited northern Minnesota accounts. All of his salesmen are out
on a two weeks’
Moe

Levy,

selling trip.

20 th-Fox

district

manager,

the two Harrys — Hirsch and Katz — are
devoting themselves to wrestling, with a
little golfing on the side . . . United Artists sales staff off for the Los Angeles convention and enthusiastic over entertainment program, which includes a visit to

It’s doing business every place where they
sell it, according to Morrie Abrams,
M-G-M exploiteer . . . Bennie Berger, independent circuit operator, was considered

Mary Pickford’s home and a jaunt to the
San Francisco fair . . . Irving Gillman is
back from New York, where he went to
make film deals for his recently acquired
Time Theatre.

for state boxing

Darrell Donnell, advance man for RKO’s
second “Gateway to Hollywood” series, in
town, making preliminary arrangements.
James Moore, test director, and Jack Mulhall, the actor, due here May 17 to make
the tests . . . Emmy Flasche of the Warner office staff received a butterfly set
from fellow employes on the occasion of
her birthday celebration last week . . .
Florence Opheim, secretary to J. MacFarland, National Screen branch manager,
will spend her vacation at the New York
World’s Fair.

f
k

Simon,

Walker,

Minn.;

Advertise

PICTORIAL

n

C. P. Knud-

With

Postcard PROGRAMS
Size

A
lot of program for a little money.
Fast Service . . . Samples on Request.

KNOX

PRINTING

Hoopeston,

CO.

A
j
A

A

commissioner,

an

honor-

ary post . . . “Ecstasy,” playing a secondrun at the Time Theatre, drew big
crowds for three weeks . . . Spring-like
weather has ruined matinee business both
downtown and in neighborhoods.
A sight to behold is Marty (Homewood
Theatre) Lebedoff, his winsome missus
and the nurse each carrying one of the
tots as they escort the famous triplets to
the baby doctor for the usual checkup.
All doing fine, doc says . . . Ted Bolnick,
Eddie

Ruben’s right-hand man from LaCrosse, Wis., visited the Twin City Variety
Club the other night and, as a result, is
buying cigars in box lots. Nice pitching.
Danny Maiten, Monogram representative,
stopped in Minneapolis en route to the
Chicago conclave.
Bill Shartin, formerly
here and now Seattle

Warner
branch

salesman
manager,

spoke

friends

via Dick

to his local film

Cullom's sports column in the Minneapolis Journal. Big Bill apparently is already a Seattle downtown quarterback, as
he was here. He gave Cullom the lowdown
on sport things out west . . . Looks more
like spring now. Kay Green, the showman,
back

111.

plenty
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Anderson,

booker, driving a
12-cylinder Cadillac
coach. But it’s a 1931 model and he picked
it up for a song, reconditioning it himself
. . . Ben Landy sent here from New York
as Colmnbia assistant booker, succeeding

on visit to Des Moines brajich . . . “Pygmalion” is a surprise boxoffice clicker
even in the smaller South Dakota spots.

r

Nozzles

Kansas

good

Harry

G. A. PETERSON

PETERSON "FREEZEM" MFG.
SALES COMPANY

invitation screening of “Professor Mamlock” at his Time Theatre . . . The very
popular Ray Wylie, now assigned to the
United Artists St. Louis sales staff, made
a flying weekend trip here to close up his
local affairs preparatory to moving his
effects to the Missouri metropolis. Ray
paid a visit to the Twin City Variety Club
Saturday night with the missus and received a royal welcome from club members
present who number him among their very

Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow included Russ Pettingill, Superior,
Wis.; Clarence Kaake, Duluth, Minn.;

BUY

Silent Multiple Rotor Blowers
Washed Air Units, All Sizes
Spray

Chicago, a visitor . . . Lyceum, legit roadshow house, again taking a whirl at
Swedish films . . . Irving Gillman held an

order

of the state attorney general’s office that
theatre cash gift nights must be stopped,
city officials here have announced that
Bank Night and Bingo in the two local
theatres will be eliminated. The state at-

SEE

gEN NATHANSON,
Morris Steinman and
Rich Wilson accompanied Charlie
Weiner to the Monogram convention in
Chicago . . . Carl Krueger of Jam Handy,

on

the Avenue after a winter’s hibernation in San Francisco. Reports things

slow on the west
BOXOFFICE
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Granada

One Link to Koeniguer
In a Proposed Chain
tjVERETT R. RUSHING, formerly with
Grand National and Paramount, out of
Des Moines, has joined Alexander Film
Co., according to E. L. Harris, district manager, and will have charge of the Western
Iowa territory from Des Moines.
On
Mo.;

the Row: Frank Weary, Richmond,
J. W. Grantham, Baxter Springs,
Kas., who stopped in on his way to Louisville to attend the Kentucky Derby; Mrs.
John Travis, Crane, Mo.; Rex Barrett, Columbia, Mo.; Larry Larsen, Webb City,
Mo.; B. D. Billeter, New Cambria, Mo.;
J. W. Davis, unofficial mayor of Higginsville, Mo.
Jack

Schlesinger

went

out on

the road
of the Holly-

this week for Nat Hechtman
wood Advertising Co.

the water

last the better part of Republic-Midwest’s office staff picnicked at
works, North Kansas City.

Visitors over the weekend

included

Mike

Cullen, district manager of Loew’s, Inc., at
the Midland; George West, of Monogram;
Max Roth,
Midwest.
Tom

of Eldon,

have

O. L. Christian

Sproule

Mo.,

is remodeling

TRADE
——

only

father, Charles Travis, Sarcoxie,
hibitor, were on the Row.

at

Mo.,

Garber, Baxter Springs, Kas.; Tom Wilhoit, Plattsburg, Mo.; L. O. Ringler, Sunflower, Peabody, Kas.; O. F. Sullivan,
Wichita and Florence, Kas.; A. J. Simmons, Lamar, Mo.; J. B. Coverston, Southwest City, Mo., and Pineville, Ark.; Ward
Spielman, Baldwin, Kas.; Joe Lenski,
Pittsburg, Kas.; Nick Kotsis, Holden,
Mo.; George Hayob, Marshall, Mo.; Sam
Sosna, Manhattan, Kas.
Jean (“Mabel” to you) Fiske, joins
the Warner exchange Monday, May 8,
Winn, branch manat Grand National,
acting

as

Buys Cunningham

Cunningham, Kas. — Paul Heck has taken
over the Cunningham Theatre here from
Gladys McGeorge.
:: May

Mrs. Smith’s name was called as winner of that amount at a drawing in the
theatre here but she did not appear to
claim it.

A HANDY

GUIDE
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18th St. — Kansas

Great Western Stage Equipment Co.
817 Holmes St.
T. L. Greening, Mgr.
Phone: Victor 9078

Theatre
Equipment
Wichita,
Kas.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

EXHIBITOR

Sound

1818 Wyandotte

2-2153

ASSOCIATIONS

18th St. —

Harrison

and

SOUND

Service

St.

W. P. Humston

HA

4783

ENGINEER

ENGINEER

0134

K. M. T. A.
128 W.

SERVICE

Equipment

C. R. BUTLER

Sound System Installation and Service
Midwest Service Corporation
2608 Monterey St.

Independent Theatre Owners Association
1214 Brush Creek Road — VAlentine 2770
E. E. Webber jr., Pres. John Wolfberg, Sec.

john Staple, Pres.

SERVICE

K. C. SOUND
Syncrofilm

St. Joseph, Mo.
Phones

Co., Indp't
Phone

City, Mo.

Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation

SOUND

Victor 8796

Stebbins Theatre Equipment Co.
1804 Wyandotte St.
C. H. Badger, Mgr.
Phone: GRand

and

Corp.

VI. 3535

Central Theatre Equipment Company
Western Electric - Mirrophonic Sound
Motiograph Projectors
E. C. Leeves, General Manager
130 W. 18th St.
Tel. HArrison 3345

Southwest

ITIONING
COND
Air Conditioning

Engineering

109 W.

A. A. Electric Machinery Co.
Ernest Amoneno, Mgr.
St.

AIR
National

to Sell.

Why Pay More?
G. A. Peterson
1389
316 Southwest
Kansas City, Mo.

1117 Cherry

—

CITY TERRITORY

Peterson "Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
Blowers, washers, spray nozzels, office and
home units.
Special

THE EXHIBITOR

secre-

The Variety Club Golden Gloves fights
scheduled May 9 in Kansas City, Kas.,
have been called off.

BOXOFFICE

Atlantic, Ia. — Judge Whitney Gilliland
has ruled no case exists against the Iowa
Theatre in the suit of Mrs. Earl Smith,
Wiota, la., who asked that the theatre
pay her a $450 Bank Night prize.

DIRECTORY
KANSAS

ex-

Also on the Row: Glen Klock, Neodesha,
Kas.; Harry Musgrave, Wamego, Kas.;
Mike Smith, U. S. Army booker; Homer

Heck

in Aberdeen

a building

is operating

doing the booking and
tary to Douglas Desch.

Ruling Against Patron
In Bank Night Case

is really

Newton and Winfield, Kas. . . . John Travis of Crane and Deepwater , Mo., and his

as secretary to James
ager. Jean has been

“A” pictures wil be shown. The house’s
regular policy is to take second choices.

Jack Johnston

visit here to plug “Pygmalion.” Among
other things, Morrie declared there’s a
general upturn in theatre business.

to write so much!

now

Min-

The latter’s admission has been raised
from 25 to 35 cents and the pick of the

Ritz

Aberdeen, S. D. — The Evening News
here published a lengthy interview with
Morrie Abrams, special M-G-M exploiteer
from Minneapolis, on the occasion of his

at Blue Mound, Kas., into a 350-seat
house. He operates at Colony and Lane,
Kas., also.
Lee

Over

Uptown,

has been taken over by the Granada, another Minnesota Amusement house, a
block distant.

McPherson, Kas. — The A. F. Baker
Enterprises of Kansas City (A. F. and
George Baker) have purchased the Ritz
from Jack Johnston here.

feeling this “fishing weather” lately. In
his Movie News last week he asked for
public contributions from patrons so that
he wouldn’t

did

the

nesota Amusement Co.’s leading neighborhood house, is being repaired and redecorated following the fire of last week which
smoke and other damage, its policy

of Republic-

district manager

Edwards

From

Take

Is Repaired

Minneapolis — While

The acquisition is the forerunner of a
circuit which Koeniguer hopes to build up
to ten houses.

"Break”

Saturday

Uptown

Centerville, S. D. — The
Broadway
Theatre here has been acquired by Ernie
Koeniguer of Bristol, S. D., from Mrs. A.
Werden.

Bakers

Takes Over as

4825

R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

“Service

2-4012 — 2-4115

As Near

SCREEN
Alexander
Motion

As Your

Telephone''

PUBLICITY
Film

Company

Picture Advertising

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa
239 East 72nd Terrace
Phone:

Hlland

2694
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SHUCKS!
the Tall Corn — By

^^E VISITED Oskaloosa for Boxoffice
last week, and discovered that the theatre people up there are a busy crew. We
found I. C. Barnhart taking tickets at the
Princess . . . Bruno Pierce tending the

RENE

pREMIERE
Notes: E.
mount salesman, was

McCLUSKEY

Slater O'Hare and M. A. Fauver of
Brooklyn had a strange experience last
week. The telephone operator next door
came in to tell Fauver that the man across

Mahaska boxoffice himself . . . Bob Gilbert taking the ducats at the Rivola (Bob
was some late for work that day, though) .

the theatre was calling the insurance agent at his offices off the theatre
lobby. He could see the man seated at his
desk through the plate glass window, but

Bob Gilbert told us that he’d like to see
Tim Evans of RKO and Bill Curry from
Paramount again. Says if the gang comes

he couldn’t get him to answer. When
Slater and Fauver investigated, they found
the insurance man dead!

up for bowling again, he’ll frame THEM
this time . . . Ray Copeland here at Paramount says his boys can whip that Oskie

from

miere.

crowd any old day. Sounds like they’ve
taken you up. Bob, and you just outa the
hospital a week!
A

restaurant

trailer cost

Bruno

L. A. Miller
darndest

of Allison is still trying his

for a hole-in-one.

Asked if he’d like to show “Pygmalion,”
John Waller of Osceola said he guessed
he’d pass this one up. “I’ve showed horse
pictures, dog pictures, and cow pictures in
my day,” drawled John, “but I’m derned
if I’m gonna go in fer hog pictures.” John’s
the same guy, you know, who stumped the
young fellow who announced himself as a
bonded checker by asking him to show his
bond.
J. W. Fratus bought the Capitol Theatre
at Dubuque from Leo J. Diener. Beulah
DeNune will open her new Toy Theatre
at Tipton May 8. A lot of DM filmrowers
are going to attend Sam Schlaes’ shin-dig
May 18 for his re-opening of the remodeled Orpheum in Moline.
The

bookers

up at Paramount

wish

that

Ruth Cota, the charming lady from Waukon, would do her booking personally
more often. She was in last week for the
first time in a year or so, but took Nelson
Eddy to fetch her. The boys say she’s
always to be found where anything interesting isgoing on. She saw Jeanette MacDonald in Rochester.
Note

to Jerry

Greenbaum

at Clinton:

steaks at Allen’s which you recommended were OK.
How’s Winie, the
red-eyed Scotty? And how soon are you
going somewhere to send us a wooden
dog? I wooden wait too long, if I were

Newbold

of Keosaugqua

tended the Omaha

“Union

Pacific”

atpre-

DES MOINES
(Continued

Pierce

of Oskaloosa a nice juicy steak. His
daughter, Joan, liked the picture of one
on the screen so well, she insisted that
Bruno cook a steak just like it for her
that very evening.

from

page

we got a bigger kick out of the smart chatter of Keith Wilson ( who said he thought
our column sparkled ) and Ed Sullivan
(who called us “Mac”) than seeing all the
stars from Hollywood . . . And now Keith
Wilson owes us 70 cents more . . . Afterthought'. The guy who wrote “/ Love a
Parade” was nuts. N other afterthought:
We forgot to buy ourself a wooden dog,
doggone!
Getting back in DM and coming down
to earth: John Barrymore was here . . .
Saw the beauteous Don West smoking in
the lobby at “Kiss the Boys Goodby” . . .
Opal Judd was among those who went to
the Relays for a sunburned beezer . . .
Dutch

Reagan

came

back home

for this af-

fair in a blaze of glory . . . Walt ‘“Dimples” Lohman found himself in a spot with
plans to escort a co-worker, an out-oftown gal showing up to be taken the last
minute. As usual, though, he handled
the situation with the finesse of a true
Drake son. Tra la la! “Here’s to the
man who wears the “D” tra la la . . . Vincent Lopez managed to make himself the
most
very

We heard that Harold Barnes of Clinton had quit smoking. Are you still off
the weed, Harold?

unpopular band leader who has appeared at the Tromar here yet. Acted
uppity with his cornfed customers

. . . We saw Harry Holdsberg’s little curly
head bobbing up and down to Lopez’s
rhythm. Later he rested his pups by
smoking his pipe and visiting with Art
Grossman . . . Ken Clayton’s eyes bugged
out when he bumped into a jitterbug
wearing a gold spike in his lapel.

Opal Judd wants Jack Kuech of Charles
City to know how delighted she was with
the very fawncy scrapbook he sent her
when he heard she was addicted to sech
things.
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All Exhibitors —
KANSAS-MISSOURI

OF

THEATRE

ASS'N

and FRIDAY

May 25-26
PRESIDENT HOTEL
KANSAS

the

Omaha

the week's

run

of ‘“Union

CITY, MO.

will be

Pacific.”

The Orpheum set something of a record
with two world premieres in one night.
First one was at 8:00 for members of the
Union Pacific railroad Old Timers club.
The second was the midnight show for
the
hand.public with the visiting film stars on

Filmrow displayed no jealousy. Employes in nearly every exchange donned
old-time costumes during the week. Mary
Lonergan, RKO, was the envy of the Row
with her costumes. One was worn by her
aunt 45 years ago with a hat furnished
by Mrs. Charles Williams. The other, for
afternoon attire, was her mother’s wedding dress. As Regina Molseed, RKO, put
it, everyone felt like they had helped build
the railroad when it was all over.
The town was full of visiting exhibitors
from the Omaha territory. There were
so many our news services couldn’t keep
track of them . . . End premiere notes.
Members of the United Artists force,
headed by Manager D. V. McLucas, left
Thursday night for California and the U A
sales meeting. With him were Bill Barker, Harry Barker, Ed Rostermundt, Jay
Schlank. On Sunday they will be guests
of Mary Pickford at Pickfair. On Thursday,
after three days of business, they will visit
the World's Fair at Sail
pleasant trip all around.

Francisco.

the local exchanges . . . Frank
public auditor, was in Omaha.

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND
THE ANNUAL CONVENTION

OWNERS

on

A

A. S. Dickinson, in charge of fire prevention work for the MPPDA, was in
Omaha Friday, May 5, making a tour of

ATTENTION!

THURSDAY

false front

retained through the “Union Pacific” run.
It was an exact duplication of Omaha’s
old opera house and looked the part.
Orval Rennie, manager of the Rivoli at
Hastings, ivas in Omaha to handle the
Paramount during the unshuttering for

72)

Those

you.

Congratulations are in order for Manager Eddie Forester and the Omaha staff
and Manager Bill Miskell and the Orpheum staff for the orderly way things
went off. There were long hours of extra
ium.
work for everyone with sleep at a prem-

The
Barbara

J. Rubin, Parathe first whisker

casualty. An infection settled in his upper lip, the result of a razor slash when
removing the excess brush. It is coming
along o.k. now.

Soule, Re-

The Variety Club Quarters in the Fontenelle Hotel were closed last week to undergo a complete renovating . The quarters will be redecorated and new furniture
installed and will be ready for use again
in about two weeks. A formal opening
may

be held.

Exhibitors in the early part of the week
were Art Records, Majestic, Hebron,
Neb.; Dale Buckholz, Persia, la.; C. C.
Moore, Dunlap, Dunlap, la.
BOXOFFICE
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Trade Is in Step in

"Reform” Move

Fast-Growing Flint

By a Lack

Flint,

Mich. — In keeping with the industrial progress of this fast-growing city,
three new theatres are planned which will
add

nearly 3,000 seats to the
ready here in 17 houses.

15,371

al-

Willard H. Johnson, a restaurant operator, is building a new 600-seater at 3820
North Saginaw St. It will be of cement
block

and steel, with a stucco and enameled iron front. Cost is estimated at
$22,000.
Five blocks north, Abraham Eiseman

is constructing a new 1,142-seater. A small
balcony will seat 136.
The Garden, downtown house owned by
Butterfield, will be virtually a new house
when it is constructed. Only parts of the
old walls will be incorporated in the new
building.
Eiseman will spend nearly $50,000 on
his project, Butterfield $57,000.

Flint, Mich. — Double bills on Monday
and Thursday and singles on Saturday
and

Sunday changes have been substituted for vaude-film programs at the
Rialto, Associated Theatres unit, here. The
policy will prevail during the summer
months, a return to the combination type
of program indicated for the fall.
Admission prices have been dropped to
25 cents for matinees and 35 cents for
evenings.

Detroit — New officers have been elected
by the Greater Detroit Motion Picture
Council, with W. W. Wittinghill re-elected as president. Other new officers: Mrs.
Arthur Kerwin and Marquis E. Shattuck,
vice-presidents: Mrs. C. R. Thom, recording secretary; Mrs. A. R. Carr, corresponding secretary: Mrs. Max Williams,
treasurer; Father Edward J. Hickey, Dr.
Clarence Frank, Miss Eleanore L. Hutzel
and Mrs. Treesa Way Merrill, directors.

Billboard Control Bill
Is Held in Abeyance
Pittsburgh — City council has refused to
indorse a bill now in the legislature which
would regulate placing of billboards and
collect a fee from advertising companies
that

use land adjoining roads for billboards. No action will be taken until the
objections of advertising companies have
been heard.

Get $700

Youngstown, Ohio— Burglars broke into
the office of the Ohio Theatre recently,
escaped with a small safe containing the
entire week's receipts amounting
than $700, Paul Raful, manager,
to police.

to more
reported

BOXOFFICE
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Cleveland — A plan to eliminate

Cincinnati — Exchanges
here report
about 30 theatres in the coal mining
towns
Ohio
coal

of West
have

Virginia,

been

strike.

forced

Film

Kentucky
to close

cancellations

ing made daily, exchange

and

by

the

are

be-

officials

all copy

on premiums, giveaways or two-for-ones
from newspaper advertisements in the
Greater Cleveland area has not materialized. Three meetings of the Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors Ass’n, whose membership consists of independents only, were
held to discuss the plan and to secure
signatures of all members to a petition
agreeing to such policy. To date it has
been impossible to secure all signatures to

re-

the petition. Because the association recognizes no motion which tends to govern

port.

Managerial Shuffle by
United Detroit Chain
Detroit — The

death

of William

the

Elliott,

veteran manager of the Palms-State Theatre, United Detroit’s first run house, a
month ago, resulted in a wholesale shift
of managers.
Miller,

formerly

manager

of

Rosedale, being replaced at the PalmsState by Joseph Bonino, formerly assistant at the Ramona. Irving Katcher moves
from the Regent as assistant manager to
the same post at the Ramona, and Cliff
Brown, second assistant at the Michigan,
becomes first assistant at the Regent. A
new second assistant will be appointed
for the Michigan.

Madison, have resigned. Howard Wills, formerly at the Ramona, is now assistant
manager at the Vogue. Malcolm Rose is
the new assistant at the Riviera and C. E.
O’Brien takes over
at the Michigan.

as

assistant

manager

Tax Bill on Roadshows
Of Endurance Nature
Louisville — Although it had been regarded in some quarters as a dead issue,
a licensing bill covering roadshows of an
endurance nature, which was introduced
and pushed by Louisville theatre interests,
was passed, but not in original form, by
the Louisville board of aldermen.
Instead of providing a $200 a day tax
on such exhibitions, the bill, as passed,
provides for a $75 a day fee. While theatre interests were not wholly satisfied
with the revised bill, still they regarded
it as some measure of protection against
what heretofore had been more or less
tax-free competition.
The bill, as drawn up by the theatre
interests, was aimed primarily at a return
of the “Roller Derby,’’ which walloped
boxoffice receipts during its stay of several weeks last year.

"U"

Adds

operation of a theatre, any plan affecting operation must be mutually agreed
upon by all members to have the backing
and support of the organization.
There is a possibility that if such a plan
cannot be worked out to cover the entire
Greater Cleveland area, isolated sections
might
areas.

put it into effect within

their own

the

Broadway-Capitol, took Elliott’s place.
Claude Deardorff was moved from the suburban Rosedale downtown to the Broadway-Capitol. James Easson, formerly Elliott’s assistant, and temporarily in charge
since his death, is now manager of the

Cyril Varndon, assistant at the PalmsState, and Thomas Kent, assistant at the

Detroit Film Council
Elects New Officers

Robbers

of Petitioners

Coal Strike Closes
Thirty Theatres

Roy

Part Time Duals Replace
Vaude at Rialto, Flint

Stalemated

Greene

Hollywood — Eve Greene has been added to the Universal writing department.

Written Opinion Soon on
Cash Gifts in Akron
Akron,

Ohio — Judge Don Isham of municipal court announces he will shortly
give a written opinion in the Highland
Theatre case involving the giving away
each Saturday night of cash gifts ranging
from one cent to $50.
Manager Harry Brown of the Highland
Theatre was arrested on two successive
Saturday
the city
chance.

nights, charged with violating
ordinance governing games of

Cliff Giesseman Resigns
UDT Post for Sales Work
Detroit — Cliff Giesseman,

for 15 years

with

the United Detroit Theatres, has resigned. His future plans, while uncertain
at the moment, will be along sales lines,
outside the trade.
In the past few years,
personally managed the
vaudeville house, and the
Theatre here. He also was
visor of all houses in the

Giesseman has
Michigan, ace
United Artists
assistant superUDT circuit.

Mutual Adds Trio, Making
38 Under the Combine
Detroit — Three more theatres are being added by Mutual Theatres, making a
total of 38 now booked by the unit. These
include the Majestic at Wyandotte, operated by George A. Wilbur; Crescent at
Grand Haven, operated by Mrs. Margaret
Vanderberg, and the new Flatroc at
Flat Rock, being built by John Vlochos.
The Flatroc will seat 500 in a formerly
theatreless town 25 miles southwest of
Detroit.

Joins Industrial Pictures
Detroit — Newell D. Ely has joined Industrial Pictures, Inc., producers of sound
slide films, as contact man.
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When

the Barkers

Converged

on Detroit —

They were greeted by the reception committee pictured at the left in the entrance to Greenfield Village, Dearborn.
Standing: L. C. Becker, Irving Belinsky, Ralph Ruben, Mac Krim, Eddie Stuckey, Cem Merritt, Bill Turnbull. Front:
Frank Wetsman, Miss June Smargon, one of the guests, and Wade Allen. RIGHT : The national canvassmen of Variety
Clubs

of America. Standing : Allan S. Moritz, Cincinnati: Lou Rome, Baltimore; R. R. Biechele, Kansas City; R. J. O’Donnell, Dallas; Eddie Shafton, Omaha; M. A. Lightman, Memphis; Marc Wolf, Indianapolis; and Charles Trampe, Milwaukee. Seated: Everett Bennett, Dayton; William Jenkins, Atlanta; John Walsh, St. Louis; Jake Lavene, Buffalo; Nat
Wolf, Cleveland; and Bill Carlson, Detroit.
/

tent was tireless and faultless in ministering to needs and comfort of the visitors.
Highlighting the banquet was an address by John B. Kennedy, news commentator and “voice” of M-G-M’s News of the
Day. He reminded that “users of force
always perish by the force they set in
motion.” His reference was to Hitler, Mussolini and other leaders of totalitarian
states, whom he berated as enemies to
civilization. His address was broadcast over
the Michigan network.

Harry

F.

Michigan

Kelly,
and

acting

governor

of

regularly

secretary

of

William

F.

state, left, with
Rodgers.

M-G-M's

Speakers were introduced by George Jessel, banquet master of ceremonies, who
came in from New York for the event.
The Fox Theatre presented a complete
floor show, and Ethel Shutta sang several
songs in her incomparable style.
More
ments:

of the

Malcolm

The Hear! of Show
Business Revealed
By

speakers,

Bingay,

and

their com-

noble

is love

of God

and

your

present size. “A man is told to drop
everything and do nothing if he wants to
live long, but an organization exists on
doing things,” said Guest. “Variety will
live to a ripe old age, because it is always

response to the emergency that confronted little Katherine Variety Sheridan

doing
things.”
John great
J. Maloney,

and the natherefrom.

the finale in the convention banquet Detroit proved a congenial host and the local

Charity

“Creed of Variety,” tracing the founding
of the organization and its growth to its

Through the business sessions, presented
in more detail elsewhere in this issue, to

80

Is a High Spot

Edgarman.”
A. Guest, nationally known poet,
fellow
of the Free Press, presented in poetry a

and generous friend, Debusiness in cheering the

in that Pittsburgh Theatre
tional movement that sprang

Church,

Convention Banquet

alms.

is glad it was host to
of America in annual
the true heart of show
roistering lighter side

of frivolity to the quiet tug of man’s humanity to man — and children — it saw that
heart. While realizing it could participate
only as a kindly
troit joins show

of Detroit’s Grace Episcopal
who gave the invocation.

editorial director of the

Detroit Free Press, commented that “the
Heart of Variety is really the heart of
show business. Variety is dedicated to the
axiom of having a great desire to do good
without any thought of publicity for it.
That is real charity, not the giving of

B. O. TELLER

Detroit — Detroit
the Variety Clubs
convention. It saw
business; from the

MPTOA’s Ed Kuykendall gets a kick
out of Boxoffice special edition,
shown to him by Rev. B. W. Pullinger

Charlie

Perry, Detroit chief barker

official host of the convention.

a?id

Pittsburgh,

chairman

of the charitable committee, “The Heart
of Variety,” announced the presentation
of the Variety Humanitarian Award to
Father Edward Flanagan of Boys Town.
A silver plaque will go to tent No. 11,
BOXOFFICE
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Big Top Notes
Detroit — The 21st tent to be admitted
to the Variety Club lineup was announced
as Atlanta, with Bill Jenkins as chief
barker.
“Silent Al” Steffes pledged an additional amount for charity from Minneapolis
so that the national total would be a
quarter million dollars. This, despite the
fact the barkers from the Northwest
raised $25,025 for refugees this year.
M-G-M’s district manager in Detroit,
Jack Flynn, left, talks with one of the
barkers out of range, as Edgar A.
Guest, poet, looks on.

Moe Horwitz, Cleveland, was on hand.
He just returned from a rest cure in
Florida.

Allan

Moritz, Cincinnati;

F. J. Wessel,

Cincinnati, and J . J. Oulahan, Cincinnati, strike a pose before the banquet
got under way, left to right.

Though 150 more convention badges were
ordered than last year, headquarters ran
out early. Registration was over the 600
mark.
The
Sim

convention

sent

greetings

to Gus

in Springfield, Ohio. Sun is a nationally-known theatrical booking agent.

Decorations for the convention were
handled by Cem Merritt, Don Widlund,
Elmer Kiehler, Warren Slee and many
others.
Jack
Moe

Horwitz,

Drew,

Cleveland

Cleveland,
M-G-M

arid
branch

ager, look at the Boxoffice

Frank

Lieb

and

Everett

Chicago office of M-G-M’s
Day, took newsreel pictures.

Ryan
News

of

the

of the

man-

“birdie.”

in

Bob O’Donnell started off with a bang
asking for the 1940 convention for

Jake Lavene, left, Buffalo, in serious
thought, as Robert Murphy, also of
Buffalo, talks with someone elsewhere.

Dallas. Among his comments: “There are
10,000 reasons why you boys should want
to come to Texas . . . Seriously, it is our
intense desire to pay homage to Variety,
of which we are a part . . . Texas is the
largest state in the union, and thank
God, the healthiest . . . Your trip to
Texas will be well worth your while . . .
The state is growing and it’s young (that’s
my Rotary Club speech. I’ve got a Chamber of Commerce one coming later) . . .”
A telegram containing the names
every Dallas member was addressed

Drew

again with Max Stern of Columbus, right, in an anticipatory attitude.

Washington, for the most
charity accomplishment and

outstanding
contribution

the convention asking for the 1940 meeting . . . After Dallas got the okay, by acclamation, O’Donnell, beaming, said, “And
we didn’t even have to use the letter
from Governor Lee O’Daniel.”
It was

voted

that

whenever

a

member

charity work shows that “others
(Continued on page 48)
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of one

tent moves

to another

city where
to trans-

Many of the delegates spent hours swapping ideas on welfare and charity.
Jake Boodner appointed himself a special reception committee of one for the
Cleveland delegation . . . George W. Weeks,
Monogram general sales manager, was
among those present. Although living in
New

York, he’s a member of Detroit Variety and a native of Ann Arbor . . . Ralph
Ruben wore an extra big brown bow tie.

renewed

Variety’s

Directions are shown by Irving Belinsky, Detroit, to Jim Cherry, Dallas,
left, and Eddie Fontaine, Washington.

a tent is located, he is entitled
fer his membership.

to the “Heart of Variety” during the past
year. Washington is the tent which purchased incubators for premature babies
and cut the deaths in such medical cases
by nearly 50 per cent.
John Harris, national chief barker, spoke
briefly, observing that the world has been
made better for there having been a Variety Club, and offered his thanks to ail
the tents for their cooperation.
C. C. Perry, chief barker of Detroit,
his tent’s allegiance to the national organization, and welcomed all
guests to the banquet.
Richard Reading, mayor of Detroit, and
a member of Variety, was another speaker.
Harry F. Kelly, secretary of state, and
acting governor of Michigan, said that

of
to

Sidney
Freddie Greenberg , left, Indianapolis,
and Marc Wolf, also of the Hoosier
state, busily engaged in perusing the
program.

Kent

was

kept

away

by illness

. . . Edgar Guest’s new Creed of Variety
is being printed and mailed to all attendants at the banquet and also to every
Tent of Variety.
(Continued

on page

84)
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Ohio Cities Hear Turrou
On Subversive Activity
■J'HE Queen City Variety Club will hold
its sixth annual supper dance, Saturday night, May 13, at the NetherlandPlaza. Columbia’s B. M. Allan Moritz is
general chairman. Tickets are five simoleons, entitling one to wine, dine and
dance, to view the super-colossal floor show
staged by Col. Arthur Frudenfeld and Noah
Schecter, and to be a personal participant
in Variety’s generous charitable activities.
All monies go to the charity fund. Mike
Greenberg is in charge of tickets. Step
right up, folks.
Universal’s booker, Frank Schrieber,
spent the weekend at the American Bowling Congress in Cleveland. Frank’s average is 230 . . . Clark Raider has taken over
the Twin Theatre at Waynesville, formerly
owned by D. D. Breakfield.
Word also comes that Lester Rosenfeld
is building a new theatre at Dunbar, to
be called "The Rosey.” The boys at RKO
suggest Rosenfeld call the new house
“Cakes.”
Miss Louise Kolitz, Al (RKO) Kolitz’s
daughter, will sing in the May Festival
Chorus, with Madame Helen Jepson as
soloist. Kolitz himself was formerly of the
San Carlos Opera Co.
Mae

West

and

her

Hollywood

Review

have been booked for the opening of Taft’s
vaudeville venture . . . Republic’s Max
Margolis has recovered from an attack
of arthritis, which sent
pital for several days.

him

to the

hos-

Harry Bugie, former Warner salesman,
now with Cooperative, booking combine,
is opening an office on Filmrow . . . Mrs.
Fon Sexton visited this week . . . Mr. and
Mrs. Leo Dwyer of Selina also were here
. . . M-G-M's
visitor.

J. S. MacLeod

E. D. Jenkins,

Pomeroy,

is convert-

into a

theatre,

Bill Onie, Bill Burns, Bob Drew, and
Milt Gurian left Thursday for the Drake
tion.
Hotel,

Chicago,

and

Monogram’s

conven-

Gene Custer has broken ground for a
new theatre on the east side of Charleston,
W. Va. Custer now operates a house on
the west side.
The father of Charley Ahren of Charleston is seriously ill. Ahren operates the
Sunset Theatre . . . J. F. Drebert has remodeled his two theatres in Boomer and
Smithers, W. Va.
Lee Goldberg of Big Features Rights has
closed with Mascot for distribution of the
serial, “ Devil Horse.”
for New York City.

Goldberg

left May

2

Warner’s Lenore Schmidt spent the
weekend with the Phil Chakeres’ at Springfield.

Initial Stage Show
Judy Garland

a Hit

League Park singing “The Star Spangled
Banner.” She made a hit with the baseball fans and continued her popularity
conquest throughout her engagement.

JOSEPH W. GOLDBERG,
Louisville, who
* travels for Big Features Rights in
Tennessee and eastern and western Kentucky, left for a trip around his circuit
. . . Col. C. B. Blake, owner of the Savoy
Theatre, Louisville, is up and around again
following return from the Mayo Clinic,
where he underwent an operation.

Carl Weber of the Weber Machine Corp.
stopped in for a chat with Carroll and
Quinn

for details

THE
82

F&Y

BUILDING

SERVICE

328 E. Town

Columbus,

—

O.

furnished authentic data for Warner’s
“Confession of a Nazi Spy,” spent last
week in this territory addressing civic
groups on subversive activity.
In Lima he spoke before the largest
group of Rotarians ever assembled there,
according to “Doc” Elliott, Warner city
manager, when 73 out of a total of 79
members attended. This number was swelled to several hundred with guests of members. Ray Brown, Warner southern district manager; Dick Wright, Warner northern Ohio district manager; Glenn Nelson
of Sidney, and "Bunny” Somers of Sidney,
Warner managers, also attended.
Turrou’s

talk

in Mansfield

was

spon-

sored by the Women’s Auxiliary of the
American Legion. The Akron Rotary sponsored the Akron speech at the Mayflower
Hotel, including a WADC
broadcast. In
Canton, the chamber of commerce and the
American Legion heard Turrou.

occasion of Turrou’s appearance on tho
platform. This speech, scheduled for a
half hour broadcast over station WCLE,
had its time extended to a full hour by
popular

request

"Confessions

of

the

of a Nazi

day at Warner’s

listening
Spy”

public.

opened

Fri-

Hippodrome.

Hollywood — Music
"Wind"has signDoing David O.forSelznick
ed Max Steiner to do the musical score
for “Gone

With

the Wind.”

KIIEMTCJCKY

The Virginia Amusement Co., Hazard,
Ky., operating a string of theatres in
the eastern Kentucky coal mining areas,
plans to close three houses if the labor
situation in the coal fields gets any worse.
This comes from Lawrence Davis and Tony
Cassenilli, joint officials. A number of
other houses through that section have
been shut down.

Write

Cleveland — Leon G. Turrou, former FBI
investigator who uncovered the German
spy ring in the United States, and who

In Cleveland, a record number of members and guests of the Advertising Club
filled the Statler Hotel ballroom on the

With

Cleveland — M-G-M’s Judy Garland became Cleveland’s sweetheart as the result
of her week’s engagement at Loew’s State
Theatre as headline attraction of the first
stage show presented at the theatre in
the past two years.
Judy opened the local baseball season at

is another

M-G-M
is contemplating a new home
adjacent to Filmrow . . . H. T. Kaho,
owner of the Orient Theatre, West Jefferson, and well known to the trade, is
dead.
Mrs.

mg an abandoned church
which will open June 1.

of the Falls City Theatre Equipment Co. Quinn has been holding out,

covering up vocal talents behind a business front. Last week, however, it came
out. He appeared in a musical show in
one of the Louisville churches and turned
up as a soloist. Carroll, looking forward
now to the launching of his new speed
boat — one he built himself — left for a
swing through his territory.
M.

H.

Sparks

mid

Ray

Coleman,

co-

operators
around

of the Swan Theatre at Edmonton, Ky., were in the city looking

. . . Appropriately , two

horse

rac-

ing pictures were on the bill in Louisville during the week of the Kentucky
Derby, which was expected
office receipts to quite a

to swell boxfigure. One,

“ King

a

of

the

Turf,”

was

feature

at

Loew’s, and the other, “The Longshot,”
at the National, which was reopened for
Derby

Week.

Charles E. McCarthy of 20th-Fox publicity section called on Boyd Martin, dramatic critic for the Courier -Journal, and
A. A. Daugherty, ditto for the Times, to
be his guests at a special showing of
“Young Mr. Lincoln”
field, 111.
The

Screen

Guild

this month

at Spring-

of Louisville, a new-

comer to the field, brought “The Lady
Vanishes” to the Columbia Auditorium,
which the guild equipped recently with
sound.
Phil Harnden, cameraman for Falls City
Theatre Equipment, made some shorts of
Karl McCready, Louisville boy selected as
the

“typical All-American boy,” at a recent Youth Congress in New York, which
are to be screened in Louisville theatres.
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Forbes Files Suit Against
Oliver Over Shares
Detroit — Suit has been filed by Ernest
H. Forbes, against the Oliver Theatre Supply Co., Inc., Leroy P. and Clara Langford.
Forbes long has had his theatre supply
business here, and has been heading the
Oliver Theatre Supply for about three
years.
According to the bill of complaint, Forbes
and Langford together made an agreement
with Margaret Oliver to take over all
shares of stock of the company; Forbes
was to turn over the business of his two
supply stores, in Detroit and Cincinnati,
and Langford, it is alleged, was to make a
cash payment, said, in the attached agreement copy, to have been $2,500. Tire Oliver
company at that time had certain contract
rights and business making it valuable.
It

is alleged that Langford has attempted to secure a selling agency for
RCA products recently, in his own name,
and that such a change would ruin the
value

of the Oliver company. Forbes accordingly asks for a temporary injunction
to restrain completing of such an agreement by Forbes with RCA, and asks the
court to determine what amount is due him
from

Langford. It is stated in the agreement that the Oliver stock was divided
equally between Forbes and Langford,
with one odd share remaining in the company treasury.

RKO May Continue Stage
Shows in Cleveland
Cleveland — Present indications are that
the RKO Palace will continue its combination stage and screen policy throughout
the summer. Nat Holt, district manager,
has announced that big band and radio
names will headline the stage attractions.
Other summers, the Palace has dropped
vaudeville in favor of a straight picture
policy.

New

Premium

Line

Cleveland — A special invitation to exhibitors in this territory has been extended by Quality Premium Distributors, Inc.,
for display of the new dinnerware line
secured by that firm. Sidney Garfinkle,
local manager with offices in the Film
Bldg., says the new item, 22 Kt. edged
Gold Harvest Moon Dinnerware, is manufactured by Edwin M. Knowles Potteries.

Book "Fight for Peace"
Cleveland — “Fight for Peace,” feature
picture based on the text written by Willem
Hendrik Van Loon and released here by
Big Feature Exchange, is being booked
into leading theatres throughout the territory, Bernard Rubin, local office manager reports. Harry Reinhart, after playing it at the Strand Theatre, Canton,
booked it for his Mozart and McKmley
theatres.

RKO

Story Buy

Hollywood — “Listen, Kids” has been
purchased by RKO
from Lee Loeb and
Mort Braus as a production vehicle for
Max Golden. Loeb will script.
BOXOFFICE
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BRAGIN and Charles Albert, bookers for the Warner theatre department,
made a tour of the territory over the
weekend, covering both the northern and
southern districts . . . H. K. Norwine,
owner of the LaFrance Theatre in Swanton, has officially taken over the Lyric
Theatre, Delta. The house was formerly
operated by Fred Schram . . . C. H. Mellen has sold the Princess Theatre, Sylvania, to L. C. Ely whose home address
is Toledo.
John

Coyne

of the M-G-M

hooking

de-

partment was M-G-M’ s contribution to
Charity Hospital last week. The previous
week it was Bob Long, checking supervisor, now dismissed, and the week previous to that it was Gladys Nelson, chief
biller, who is still on the convalescent list
following

an appendectomy . . . Phil Harrington, M-G-M office manager, has moved
the closing hour of the booking department

up to 3:30 p. to. daily. Four
the former zero hour.

o’clock was

Milton A. Mooney has added Louis Eick’s
Elzane and Fenray theatres of Martins
Ferry to the accounts now being serviced
by his Cooperative Theatres of Ohio . . .
Motion Picture Exhibitors, a non-theatrical booking agency located at 626 Film
Bldg., has changed its name to Major
Films, Inc. . . . G. W. Erdmann, secretary of the Cleveland Motion Picture Exweek

hibitors Ass’n, drove over to Buffalo last
to break in his new Oldsmobile, which

is dolled up like Mr. Astor’s horse, with all
the gadgets on the market including an automatic window washer.
Nat L. Lefton, Republic franchise owner,
spent the week in the Cincinnati territory.
Likewise Al Gregg, Republic publicity director, who was there working out a campaign on “ Man of Conquest” which got its
Ohio premiere at Shubert’s in Cincy . . .
Al Sunshine, local representative for Hollywood Advertising Co., makers of satin banners, marquee displays and summer clothes
for theatres, is now calling on the Ohio
and Pennsylvania exhibitors, having just
returned from a trip through Indiana . . .
Harry Horwitz, manager of the Astor Theatre, is well again after giving his family a
scare, when for no apparent reason he remained unconscious for 24 hours.
Visitors coming and going: Lou Brager
of the Warner home office was in town
on business with Warner zone manager,
Nat Wolf . . . W. N. Skirball, back from a
California vacation and on to New York
on business . . . J. O. Guthrie in from New
London . . . Also Sol Bernstein of Mansfield, Peter Ruffo of Niles, George Manos
of Toronto, Ken Boothman of Mingo Junction, Larry Jacobs, associate of Jack
O’Connell

Now

of the Ohio

An Office

and

Loop

- BANNERS

in Cleveland
- VALANCES

402 Film Bldg. — PRospect
AL SUNSHINE

The

opening

4583

of

the

baseball

season

wouldn’t have anything to do with
number of exhibitor visitors during
past week,

would

the
the

it?

Carl Laufer of Trailer-Made products
announces that his office has signed up
more than 100 accounts in and about
northern Ohio . . . Price Premiums, reports Dick Deutsch, manager of the local
office, last week closed contracts for dish
giveaways with Ernest Schivartz for the
Broadvue, with Frank Gross for the Cedar
and Grand a7id with Mrs. Lena Stillwell
for the Bedford Theatre, Bedford . . .
Harry Reinhart of Canton and Ben
Schwartz, general manager of the Reinhart circuit, were in town on a bookingbaseball expedition last week.
Remember the date, May 18. That’s when
the testimonial dinner in honor of Eddie
Bergman,

20th-Fox

city salesman,

will be

held. Place: Peter Wellman’s Mahoning
Country Club at Girard, Ohio. Tickets may
be purchased from Joe Minsky, Vitagraph
city salesman. Minsky’s suggestion are:
Bring the ladies, bring your friends, bring
your golf clubs and bring your appetite.
(Also bring $2.50 per ticket.) Testimonial
is to celebrate Bergman’s 14 years with
Fox and his recent promotion to the post
of city salesman.
‘‘So That’s How I Became a ‘G’ Man” is
the refrain Dick Wright, Warner district
manager in northern Ohio, sings as he tells
some of the exciting undercover actions of
ex-G-Man Leon C. Turrou, whom he accompanied last week on his speaking tour
of this territory — things that were not incorporated in the speeches made before
Chambers

of Commerce,
vertising clubs.

Reserved

Rotary

and

Ad-

Seat Policy Is

Followed
"Victory"
Ciiillicothe — lor
Harland
Fend, manager

of

Warner’s Sherman Theatre, established
“Dark Victory” as the outstanding picture
attraction of the town by giving it a premiere under the reserved seat policy.
The reserved seat policy was for one
evening

only, one

regular

run. The slight advance in admission price to 42 cents was in keeping

with

the “class”

day

in advance

of the

performance.

Western

Favorites

TIM McCOY
BOB STEELE
FRED SCOTT
KEN MAYNARD
HOOT GIBSON

theatres.

Hollywood Advertising Co.
FLAGS

Toledo, and the Beidlers, senior and junior,
of the Smith and Beidler Toledo houses.

Gets

Your

Needs

Filled at

Big Feature Rights
Exchanges/ Inc.
Cleveland

-

Cincinnati

-

Indianapolis
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Notes

Under
(Continued

George Jessel, M. C. at the banquet,
got a laugh when he remarked that "Brazil is the only place they haven’t thought
of sending Zukor.”
Dave Idzal, manager of the Fox Theatre,
and Jack Hurford, his aide, deserve credit
for the swell show they presented from the
Fox.
The banquet was opened with the bugle
corps of the U. S. second infantry station
at Fort Wayne, Mich.
A stop-light, borrowed from the city of
Detroit, was in use to let the speakers
know when to stop their discourses.
The national officers and canvassmen
were in session practically every minute of
the convention, discussing the many phases
of Variety’s charitable activities.
The Detroit clubrooms, as well as several additional suites on the eighth floor,
were at the disposal of all convention
visitors.
Local

theatres and radio stations admitted delegates upon display of their convention badges. Many guests remained
over for sessions on Sunday, while some
attended the Detroit-Cleveland baseball
game.
Every type of card game was in evidence, as well as that old stand-by, African
golf, many of which continued into the late
hours Sunday.
Tlie special edition of Boxoffice was well
received and practically every guest at
the banquet left with both their copy of
the paper and the banquet program under
their arms.

William Pine, Paramount associate producer, did the radio emceeing. His staff of
speakers included Sheila D'arcy, Anthony
Quinn, Lynne Overman, Brian Donlevy,
Bill Henry, Robert Preston and Patricia
Morison.

the Big
from

page

was

sirens who lured the Cincinnati convention a year ago to vote to come to Detroit. The gang, barkers all, includes:
Paul Frischkorn, piano; Jerry Bowden,

Top

81)

in Montreal

He asked
him.

Cem

on the convention
Merritt

dates.

to pinch-hit

for

Mayor Richard W. Reading of Detroit,
who is an associate barker by the way,
rates a big hand for his fine cooperation,
including police escorts and special parking facilities.
Ed Kirchner, John H. Harris’ righthand man at the Family in Detroit, worked
like a Trojan on convention arrangements.
Night before the first meeting, he resolved to drop all responsibility but was
too faithful a worker, so stuck it out.
Detroit all but tore down the ancient
City Hall for the conventionites. On
Wednesday, a quarter ton chunk of the
third floor balcony fell to the ground
before the barkers even got started.
The competition was terrific. On Thursday, the Book-Cadillac also had the Crown
Prince and Princess of Denmark, not to
mention
York.

the World’s

Fair opening

in New

piano; Bill Gage, sax; Wayne Edwards,
trumpet, and Eddie Collis, clarinet. DiBurriss. rected by the Master of Percussion, Hal

Brownie Akers, delegate from the fartherest tent, was the first delegate to register. He is from Dallas . . . F. O. Starz
was the Dallas tent’s press agent . . . The
boys set up special headquarters, with a
neon sign and all, on the same floor as
the Detroit tent . . . Said Detroit’s chief
barker, Charlie Perry: “Those southerners
are even trying to steal the shingles from

ourThe
roof.”
Variety Club conventionites visited
the Ford plant and Greenfield Village.
Special police escorts were provided in both
Detroit and Dearborn.
The Dallas delegation stopped off in St.
Louis en route to see the St. Louis Cardinals-Pittsburgh Pirates baseball game.
The reception committee, headed by Cem
Merritt, of Windsor, Ontario, included
Wade Allen, Frank Wetsman, Bill Turnbull,
Eddie

Walter Myor, doorman at the Adams,
was busy at his post as special doorman
for the clubrooms. He’s on the door every
Saturday night, too.

Stuckey, Irv Belinsky, Clair Townsend. Mac Krim, and Ralph Ruben, all of

Detroit. They were dressed for the occasion, with barker regalia, and met all trains
and planes.
Eddie

That Friday night musicale was furnished by the Variety Syncopators, the same

were
seems

Telegrams From Many
Who Could Not Attend

Shafton of Omaha reported a reception committee of 40 cops — only they
out for the Danish crown prince, it
. . . John

Bill Jenkins
(Continued
besides

from

page

Harris

was

heard

com-

plaining that his reception was “lukewarm,” after all the wires to get the exact
time, too! Wonder what he would call hot?
is good

at telling the still

45)

the government can help our unfortunates. You can do the job much bet-

ter than the government.”
Other speakers included Lloyd Nolan,
Paramount star; William F. Rodgers, general sales manager, M-G-M; Ned Depinet,
vice-president of RKO
Radio Pictures;
Jack Flynn, general chairman of the convention, and others.
Norman Frescott, who has been master
of ceremonies at all previous Variety conventions, officiated in a similar capacity

new story of how the Atlanta Tent, “baby”
of the convention, was organized . . . Omaha Barkers were so accustomed to the
idea of helping Father Flanagan’s famed
Boys Town, that they never bothered telling other tents about it till the picture
came along. Eddie Shafton tells about
the Bread Club — each member subscribes
$5 a year — enough to furnish
the home for one day.

bread

for

Pittsburgh’s small model of their show
truck for shut-ins is an attractive boost
for that unique industry charity adopted

A floor of the Book-Cadillac was set
aside for visiting barkers who brought
their wives so the ladies could have a little
more peace and privacy. There was plenty
doing on the strictly stag floors ... A
capable staff from the Detroit Convention
and Tourist Bureau assisted in handling
the visitors.

to the enjoyment of all who attended. He read numerous telegrams of
greetings to Variety including those from
A1 Lichtman Jack Benny, Bob Hope, Madeleine Carroll, Bing Crosby, Bob Burns, J.
Edgar Hoover, Gracie Allen and Gov. John
H. Bricker of Ohio.

Jack Douglas arranged the broadcast
over WMBC,
moved over to the Statler

Cem Merritt’s reception committee of 25
was resplendent in special uniforms. Canes
and all got plenty of attention from local
residents.

A reel showing the charity activities of
the various tents was screened.
One of the best received stunts of the
evening was that of Joe Gentilee and
Toby David of radio station CKLW, Detroit

Room for this occasion . . . Cosette Merrill Bagley, who used to do the noonday
announcing on W8XWJ, is recovering from
illness and getting swell reviews for her
news commentating at WBEN, Buffalo.

here,

and

Separate places on the floor of the
convention hall were provided for official
delegates and for other barkers, with Irv
Belinsky made official sergeant-at-arms
to separate the official voters from the
kibitzers.
Leo

84

M. Devaney, RKO chief from Toronto, was unable to attend, because he

Windsor, Ont. They simulated a national and international broadcast by outstanding personalities in tribute to Variety. Among those impersonated humorously by David were President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Mrs. Roosevelt, Hitler, Mussolini,
Chamberlain, Hailie Selassie, Jimmy Fidler,
Louis B. Mayer, Greta Garbo, Myrna Loy,
W. C. Fields, Wallace Beery, Darryl Zanuck and Father Coughlin of Detroit.

by Variety
bottle
ment. was

. . . That
a graphic

Bill Carlson
inviting
Pacific”
for ’em
and the
for the
W.

sent

big Pittsburgh
record

milk

of accomplish-

out special

postcards

the industry to the special “Union
luncheon . . . Crowd was too big
to handle in the Bagley Room,
ballroom adjoining was taken over
overflow.

R. Ramsey of Motiograph
(Continued on page 86)
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Contests for Juvenile
Patrons Introduced
Detroit — Dummy

Contests

are

the

latest

in Detroit houses, James G. O’Brien who
is promoting them disclosed this week.
Tieup is for children who patronize a
particular theatre. Each child gets a slip
at the door, with questions with one phrase
blank,

as “I like
because it increases safety.” Contest is scheduled to
run four weeks, and the winner gets a big
Charley McCarthy dummy.
Several DeLodder circuit houses and the
Granada, of Variety Enterprises, are using

the contest, O’Brien

said.

Old Time Stunt Proves
Effective for Lamm
Cleveland — Julius

Lamm,

V. RULE of Harrison has been operating the Gem Theatre at Beaverton
about one night a week. It will probably
be superseded by the new Menthner Theatre . . . The Ritz Bros, will make a personal appearance at the Pox the week of
May
Mac

12.
Krim

complains

R. G. Taylor, owner
at Grand Rapids, and

manager

of

that

his pet bear

is getting wilder and doesn’t recognize him
any more; by the way, "his” name is Amy
now . . . Norman Powell, ticket-taker at
Fred DeLodder’s East End Theatre, was
knocked unconscious Monday night by a
bandit who slugged him and seized $30 in
receipts.
of the Southlawn
George Wilbur of

the Majestic, Wyandotte, have joined Mutual Theatres . . . Herman Bird of the

Warner’s Uptown Theatre, dug up a stunt
that has been successful as a boxoffice
builder in former times, and proved that

at Standish is the first Mutual member to drop out of the organization . . .
Mrs. Hazel Myers, who took over the Gem

once a good stunt — always a good stunt.
He distributed 5,000 heralds with a big

at Shelby following the death of her husband, E. D. Myers, has renamed it the
Shelby and is joining Mutual.

bright
Spot.

red

circle underneath

which

Our

ap-

peared the following: ‘‘Breathe on This
If it turns BLUE, See Your Doctor.

If it remains RED, see ‘Yes My Darling
Daughter’ at the Uptown Theatre.”
It did the trick, Lamm reports.

Sam Ackerman, owner of the East Side
Theatre, and wife — who has just recovered
from a severe illness — motored from Hollywood, Fla., to San Diego, and will go on
to Hollywood and the studios, to San Francisco and the Fair, and then home about
June 1. Son Al is managing the house in
his father’s absence.

gEVERAL
local exhibitors are planning
to attend the New York Allied meet at
the

Astor

Hotel

May

23-25

and

take

in

the World’s Pair. Others state they hope
to attend the national Allied convention
at Minneapolis June 13-15. Details may
be had by contacting the MPTO
headquarters here . . . Ed Kelley is offering
a new theatre ticket game known as “Winzit.” “Intelligence Questionnaire” is another contest being developed here . . .
Plans of O. E. Wee and Frank McCoy for
a $1 top summer season at the Nixon went
to smash . . . Mrs. John J. Maloney and
Mrs. Joseph Misrach are enjoying a West
Indies cruise . . . Charles Kurtzman, Loew’s
Penn manager, participated on a WCAE
Sports Quiz radio program . . . Diamond
Street

Theatrical Corp. was being
tered this week at Harrisburg.

char-

Gabe Rubin’s next attraction at the Art
Cinema is Maurice Chevalier’s picture
“ With A Smile,” a French production . . .
Tony Stern of the Warner circuit is King
at the Variety Club’s Monday dinner. May
8; John S. Stahl jr., Homestead exhibitor,
is host at the club’s family night party
Friday, May 12; King for the May 15 dinner will be Ike Browarsky . . . It’s a daughter at the Al Singers. Papa is manager
of WB’s Strand, Oakland district . . . Paul
Krumenacker, Albany branch manager for
Warner Bros., was here over the weekend
to remove his household goods to that city.
Former office manager at the local branch
exchange has leased a house at Albany
and has taken his family there . . . Since
the death of Samuel E. Bleyer the Leona
Theatre, Homestead, has been managed
by Clyde H odder, treasurer of the Leona
Theatre Co.
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Mrs. Marie Benrock, owner of the Loyal,
has recovered from her illness . . . Roy
Campbell, former Loyal manager, is expected to make a new connection soon . . .
Reports of a new house being built at
Charlotte, Mich., are current.
Harold Robinson is still recovering from
effects of the first baseball game. Must
have been the peanuts and pop . . . Bill
Carlson has still another membership. He
has taken the Royal Arch Degree of Acacia, Masonic chapter.
Art Robinson, despite all the time he’s
putting on welfare work these days, is
able to report the best quarter for business in the past four years . . . Edward
Jacobson of the Rainbow must be a philatelist. Anyway, he is wishing his house
was bigger to handle more business.
Detroit Federation of Musicians held its
annual ball and dance festival Monday evening at the Hotel Statler . . . Alden Smith’s
Drive-In in Grosse Pointe was slated to
open this week.
Gil Light, operator of the Michigan, is
landscaping his new home in Huntington
Woods. He has completely recovered from
the “rainy weather rheumatism”
to afflict his broken thumb.

that used

Theatrical Post of the Legion will hold
its annual election Monday, with installation on June 14 . . . Frank MacDonald,
another Michigan theatre operator, is a
FOR
COMPLETE
GRAND

SALE

LIPMAN
SOUND
EQUIPMENT
Reasonable.
THEATRE,
McDonald,
Pa.

radio “ham,” with his own station
He works in code, by the way.

license.

The

Nightingale’s Club was named “Detroit’s Official Night Owls” by the News,
following its annual banquet. The Nightingales bowled in the city tournament, and
will enter 32 men in the national A. B. C.
tournament here next fall.
Wayne

Brenkert,

back

from

his western

trip, is off again for the south, including
New Orleans, on a sales trip . . . W. James
Olson of Clare was a Detroit visitor . . .
Jack Saxe says he prefers Canada to northern Michigan for an outing.
Harold Brown, booker for United Detroit Theatres, was married to Glenna
Koch April 15. They spent their honeymoon in Chicago and are taking a cottage at Commerce Lake for the summer.
Film

Type

Co. has

moved

to 3123

East

Jefferson Ave. ... A “Variety Train" to
Grayling, Mich., is being talked of for
June 9-11. Families would go along, entertainment would feature the Variety
Syncopators, canoe trips down the Au
Sable, a big night at Spike’s Tavern < ask
the Olsons ), and generally taking over the
town. It is Frank Wetsman’s idea. Lou
Wisper and Hal Burriss are abetting him.
Lou Metzger, Wade Allen, Hal Burriss
and Irving Belinsky were out for the first
baseball practice of the Film Team
Wednesday. Looks like Irving will be captain. Burriss was first casualty — a broken
finger, lumps on the left leg, badly bruised
right arm

from

a batted

ball . . . “You’re

only young once.”
Abe Liftman’s People’s Theatre rated a
$10,000 cut in tax assessment when Manager Newton Jackson reported that even an
anti-Nazi policy caused the house to lose
money . . . C. Piquette Mitchell, 69, former
prominent Detroiter, died April 26 in Los
Angeles. His wife, Helen Lane Butler, is
a film scenarist and a sister of Actress
Laura Treadwell.
James

G. O’Brien, who has been promoting the Granada Dummy
Contest, is
organizing a similar one at the Arc, sister
house . . . Rex F. Glasson, account executive with Brobuck, Inc., producers of sound
slide films, died April 26 from pneumonia.

Sentence

Theatre Bandit

Pittsburgh — Charged

three

employes

of the

with

the

Hill Top

holdup

of

Theatre,

Warrington Ave., February 14, and convicted on two charges of robbery and violating the firearms act, James Brunner,
23, of Bridgeville, was given 10 to 20
years in Western Penitentiary by Visiting Judge E. E. Creps of Indiana county.
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Tent Stakes
Detroit — A
“Who’s Who
Barkers” at the Variety Club

of Visiting
convention:

Pittsburgh — Tent No. 1. From where it
all started. C. B. (Chief Barker) Ira H.
Cohn, leading a prosperous administration,
pilots this pioneer unit. Ask him about
that award in the camera contest . . . “Old
Faithful” Jim Balmer, said to have never
missed a meeting, looks great . . . The
much-traveled Harold Lund is the whitehaired boy of Ross Federal . . . Commander Harry Kalmine (of his American Legion Post) is also a director of the Pittsburgh Catholic Lyceum . . . John Maloney
of M-G-M
does a swell job of finding
out who’s who and why . . . None of the
original organizers of the National Club
has ever missed a convention.
Columbus — Tent

No.

2.

Presents

the

Variety Twins — Pete Wood and Max Stern
. . . Missed J. Real Neth, who is recovering from a serious accident . . . Bill Pullin,
C. B., is a great fellow heading a swell
tent.
Cincinnati — Tent No. 3. May challenge
for the Variety golf championship. Chief
threats: Paramount’s Joe Oulahan, C. B.,
and Fox manager, Jim Grady . . . Pop
Wessel, the service man, is a big help to
Cincinnati.
St. Louis — Tent No. 4. Ray Colvin and
John Walsh united on one thing — they
know all the points of interest from the
word go . . . C. B. Louis Ansell presents
them

as the convention’s

Cleveland — Tent

No.

clown

6. A

.

Eddie

among

Rubin

and

Ben

the active “Minnie”

Blotcky

are

Philadelphia — Tent No. 13. Bill Clark
heads Exhibitors Service, is Chief Barker,
knows his way around . . . Great helpers
are Barkers Jack Beresin and “Emo” Orowitz . . . Earle Sweigert can tell heartmoving stories of the aid this Tent has
given youngsters afflicted with infantile
paralysis.
Milwaukee — Tent No. 14. C. B. Sam
Shurman proves that valuable goods comes
in small packages. A little guy with a
great heart . . . Oscar Olson is another
hard-working Badger.
Omaha — Tent No. 16. Harry Shumow
is C. B., aided by the irrepressible Eddie
Shafton.
Dallas — Tent No. 17. C. B. Bob O’Donnell is a Texas Ranger and an Admiral of
the “Swedish Navy” . . . Enthused over
Freeman Memorial Hospital . . . J. B.
Underwood and Lloyd Rust, living up to
their title as the Dallas Clowns, with a
story to tell.
Dayton — Tent No. 18. Growing like a
house afire. C. B. is Everett Bennett, associated with Clown Roy Wells.
Memphis — Tent No. 20. M. A. Lightman
is heading this new one and has a reputation for getting things done.
Atlanta — Tent No. 21. Just hatched.
Charlie Kessnich is organizing it. Bill
Jenkins of the Lucas & Jenkins circuit, an
important exhibitor
gate to Detroit.

in the south, is dele-

gang.

There’s C. B. Nat Wolf, head of Warner
Theatres, and RKO Chief Nat Holt . . .
Dave Miller, new Universal chief, made

A " Pygmalion " Campaign
Conducted in Portland

plenty of friends, and he’s tops on dialect
stories . . . M-G-M
Chief Frank Drew
is a National Tent officer, needing no introduction.

Portland — "Pygmalion,” which opened
to a capacity crowd at the State Theatre
here in spite of a heavy sleet and rain
storm, received a wide publicity campaign
ranging from plugs over radio station
WGAN
to personal letters sent to the

Buffalo — Tent No. 7. Jacob Lavene
never missed a convention, a fine brotherbarker, with a live-wire associate named
Bob Murphy.

city’s “400” by Manager Harry Botwick.
Highlights of the campaign, which stimulated much comment, included front page

Kansas City — Tent No. 8. C. B. George
Baker can still tell good ones about that
Bowling Convention . . . Dick Biechele
doesn’t like to be asked WHICH
Kansas
City . . . Biechele and Finton Jones make
another good team of clowns.
Baltimore — Tent No. 9. Louis Rome
C. B., assisted by Frank Durkee, who
an important exhibitor there.

is
is

Indianapolis — Tent No. 10. Marc Wolf
is a big man in a big way . . . Clown team
here is the Greenberg Duo— C. B. Fred and
Sol — from Warner Bros.
Washingto-n — Tent No. 11. Abe Lichtman, C. B., has a swell-performing Capital
Tent . . . Julian Brylawski is a respected
showman and civic leader . . . Rudy Berger,
M-G-M
welfare

manager, is great on important
activities . . . Chief Carter Bar-

ron of Loew’s and John Payette of Warner Theatres make a fine team.
Minneapolis — Tent No. 12. C. B. A1 Steffes is no stranger in national gatherings,
because of his leadership of NW
Allied
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for the second time in four days from
Chicago arranged a barter treaty for onions
and potatoes . . . George McArthur, passing out nicknames, uses syrup for coffee
. . . Our waiter kept counting an extra
man at the table — must have been counting Nat Haase twice . . . McArthur, who
sells strip tickets lost his own.
John

Howard gets the orchids for arranging the UP show, together with Earl
Hudson and staff of UDT, who made general arrangements, brought down the society debs and others . . . Bill Carlson had
to do more ad libbing on WMBC
when the
UP
day. special was a bit late . . . Detroit
Passenger Clubmen were guests for the

Max Heine, now a member of the Dallas
Tent, was a convention visitor — to his home
town. He may return here, too, one of
these days . . . Frank A. Wetsman now is
known as “Daddy” by youngsters in several of the institutions where Variety has
shown free pictures. It’s a tribute to his
fatherly interest in their welfare.
M-G-M newsreel men made shots of the
banquet ... Joe Sullivan and Clayton
Wilkinson were responsible for the projection of that special film. Joe has just
started to wear glasses.

Frank

team.

natty

Big Top Notes

cohorts.

advertising in the Portland Evening Express, Press Herald and Sunday Telegram; plugs over WGAN
and WCSH
at
“Recess Time” held Saturday morning and
during sidewalk broadcasts prior to the
Wednesday opening; radio contests conducted by WGAN
with tickets awarded
to winners: special advance lobby displays;
a tieup with the Portland Public Library
whereby a display of Shaw’s works was
effected; outdoor billing and personal letters written by Botwick to leading women’s clubs and

the Portland

Players, com-

posed of the city’s elite.

Detroit — Variety has received numerous requests for organization of
in

Toronto,

Chicago

and

New

York, all of which will be acted upon
before next fall, it was disclosed here
at the

annual

convention.

one of Variety’s first members, made his
first visit to the club rooms . . . We met
at the banquet. Captain Don Leonard of
the Michigan state police — an old schoolmate and guest of Hal Robinson.

The boys didn’t know the newsreels at
Greenfield Village were sound — and they
had to make some changes in the sound
track accordingly.

St. Louis Columnist in
A Poke at Hollywood
St.

Louis — Katharine

columnist

of the

Darst,

St. Louis

popular

Globe-Demo-

crat, in her “Here and There” column
charges that “the motion picture moguls
in Hollywood for years have been making
the Hollywood columnists into replicas of
the three little monkeys who see no evil,
hear no evil and speaks no evil, and that
this systematized censorship of news concerning Hollywood stars proves a boomerang when some real news does break into

Action This Year on
New Tents Pleas
tents

Lorenzen was the man who furnished all those roses, but not the pretty
girls that went with them . . . Lou Emery,

She contends that the “scandals” among
the film players become eight-column banner headlines because of the “contrast
they offer to the sweetness of the publicprint.”
ity handouts.” She also charges writers
of syndicated columns emerging from Hollywood “dare not write
once

openly”

and

that

they offend the “powers” of the industry “their livelihood is cut off, they are

refused

admittance

to the studios.”
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Boston — Daylight

saving

time

Sessions a Certainty
Case Continues

Summer
As M&R

A Rap Administered
Light Saving Time
became

legal throughout most of New England
this week, to no joy of theatremen. William Erbb, Paramount district manager in
New England, said it was a definite cause
for May and June being the “worst” theatre months in this territory. He was testifying in the Morse and Rothenberg antitrust case.

By BRAD
Boston — Hearings

A Recess to May

ANGIER
in

the

Morse

and

When Erbb named “the month of May
and the month of June” as the “two worst
months of the year,” Prosecuting Attorney George S. Ryan asked him about July
and August.

Rothenberg anti-trust case, commenced
last winter, draw toward summer sessions
before Philip Hendrick, U. S. district court
master, in the federal building. George S.
Ryan, lawyer for the plaintiffs, returned
after taking depositions in other New England anti-trust cases and kept William
Erbb, Paramount district manager, on the
witness stand. Ryan was absent one day
to handle the Bank Night anti-lottery
case in Rhode Island.

“Nothing wrong with July, after the
Fourth of July,” responded Erbb. “It is
more or less dependent upon the weather.
If we have a rainy summer, business is

Ryan asked Erbb what made him “feel
it would be advisable to sell pictures second run to the Maine and New Hampshire
Theatres Co. in Portsmouth but not to any

marvelous.”
“What is it that causes the months of
May and June to be worse than July and
August,” the lawyer wanted to know.
“The advent of daylight saving time.”
“Is daylight time in effect in July and

other exhibitor.”
“There is a great difference in supplying your first-run account who may operate a second run theatre (supplying him
second run product) than there would be
from a distributor’s standpoint in supplying second run to a house that is owned

August?”
“People have become used to it by that
time,” Erbb opined. “They don’t take as
much advantage of it by the time July and

Erbb. operated by another individual,” said
and

August come around.”

Bowdoin

Square

to Be

Welansky's
May 15
Boston — Ben Welansky has

set

up

a

The deal, combined with the recent acquisition of the Beacon, gives the circuit
five local houses. Also involved in the
combine are the Globe, Stuart and Columbia.

Premiere
—

Republic Film

“Man

of Conquest”

will be

given its New England premiere at the
Paramount and Fenway theatres here, it
is announced by Herman Rifkin of Republic. The M&P first-run spots will open
May 11 with the historical feature. It
will be one of the first occasions that any
independent production has opened with
a premiere at these locations.

Allied Meeting
May 9
Boston — Arthur

K. Howard,

lied business manager,
meeting
Inc.,

has

of the Independent

for

legislation

Tuesday.
and

May

9.
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Ala

to know

why.

which

will also be our

ad-

Ryan wanted to know how.
vantage.”
“There are a great many instances,”
replied Erbb. “It has been a very common
practice in the past for the subsequent
run cheap admission houses to practically
live off the thunder and publicity created
by a first-run theatre.
Paging

Lieberman

“A very marvelous example of that,”
Erbb went on, “would be the Tremont
Theatre in Boston, operated by Mr. Lieberman who, in my opinion, had made a
practice of booking the same star in a
picture in the Tremont Theatre as would
be playing the Metropolitan, if that star
is a great favorite with the people. An
instance occurred at the time of Mae
West, when she was at the height of her
popularity, that when we were playing a
new Mae West picture at the Met we
found a previous Mae West picture was
playing at the Tremont. That practice
continued until we found it necessary to
discontinue serving that house with our
The Paramount district manager’s tesproduct.”
timony at a local grievance board meeting was introduced. Regarding Charles
Morse’s same Portsmouth situation, Erbb
had testified, “I believe that the man had
plenty of experience before he went into
Portsmouth. The swimming pool is no
good to a man unless he can get water to

Exhibitors,
National

litigation will be

the problems given primary
tion at the confab. Howard

wanted

“Simply,” continued Erbb, “because the
first-run exhibitor also controls the bookings of the second run house. He will
protect those bookings and protect his
theatre (his first run theatre) to his best
advantage,

deal whereby his interests will take over
the Bowdoin Square Theatre on May 15.
The house was owned by the Lothrop
estate, and was managed for years by A1
Somerby who left several months ago to
devote full time to Howard Athenaeum.

Boston

Ryan

among

consideraindicates.

NE

“And by that answer,” Ryan said, “did
fill it.”
you
mean to imply that the theatre was
no good to the plaintiff unless he could
get the product of your company and
some of the other five or six important

Agreed
Boston — A two
agreed
and

to

by

has

Portland,

recess
in

anti-trust

been

ly five months.
In two anti-trust
in the week

Upon

week

attorneys

Rothenberg

litigation

15
has

the

case.

underway
cases

in federal

defendants

been
Morse
The

for near-

heard

early

district court

petitioned

at

for dis-

missal of the $100,000 suit of C. F. Millett of Bridgeton and Frank LePage of
Millinocket.
that
be
to

A subsidiary

demand

was

allegedly "redundant and irrelevant” portions of the bills of complaint
deleted and that a bill of particulars be filed. Defendants, in addition

the

majors,

include

Theatre

circuit.

No

coming at press

the

decision

Graphic

was

forth-

time.

Edward McClennen, one of the defense
counsels
and a former law partner of
companies?”
Justice Brandeis, promptly objected.
“I think I ought to have an answer to
that,” Ryan said. “The man spoke in
parables, which are always susceptible to
interpretation.”
“I suppose the Master has a right to
draw
an smiled.
inference from the parable,”
Hendrick
Ryan withdrew the question.
He asked Erbb if the latter had felt
“that the almost total inability to secure a
supply of major pictures of some run
would have a tendency to force it out of
“I don’t know that I considered that it
business?”
was
going to force the theatre out of busi“How would you explain the answer
which ness,you
no.” made to that question, as follows: ‘(Question) Have you felt that the
almost total failure of a theatre like that
to get major product would have a tendency to force it out of business? (Ans“I thought
you were asking a slightly
wer) Yes, I have’?”
different question there,” Erbb said.
“Is your opinion still the same in that
“Rather, the exception proves the rule,”
Erbb came back. “The theatre is still in
respect?”
business even today, several years later.
So I would say that if the theatre has not
been getting any major product, yet I
feel Mr. Morse must have been successful
in the Arcadia Theatre over this period of
time, with some form of entertainment
that was patronized by the people of
Portsmouth. Otherwise, I feel, he, being
an astute business man, would no longer
be in that situation as of this date.”
Ryan asked him if he had in mind that
the situation “has been getting Columbia
pictures first run in Portsmouth?” Erbb
signified that he didn’t know that. And
(Continued on page 89)

traveled by train, he whisked over the
Connecticut landscape in a shiny new Ford.
Then and Now in the Trade
In

his long

career,

he

has

had

in his

employ some of the shining lights of Meadow Street: John Pavone, now Warner
exchange manager, then salesman; Ben
Simon,

now 20th-Fox manager, then salesman; Barney Pitkin, now RKO manager,

then

shipper; Sidney Swirsky, now Columbia booker, then shipper; Theresa
Speratore, now United Artists booker, then
on the office staff, and Sam Germaine,
now 20th-Fox booker, then salesman.
Looking back so many years, Morris Joseph finds “that I have a great many
things

to be thankful for.” He has managed the Universal Cleveland office, the
New York office and the Kansas City
office, and after this vast experience in

dealing with exhibitors, he says “without
any reservation that the exhibitors in Connecticut as a class have more human
qualities and are more likely to bend backwards to help at a time when help is
needed,

than

exhibitors

in any

other

ter-

ritory I have worked in.”
In May, 1934, Joseph was tendered a
20th anniversary testimonial dinner at the
Hotel

Twenty-five Years With Universal —
“Dean” Morris Joseph, who celebrates his 25th anniversary as Universal exchange manager for New Haven, and will receive the greetings of the entire
film district.

By

GERTRUDE

PEARSON

New Haven — “A quarter of a century
of progress” is marked by “Dean” Morris
Joseph’s 25th anniversary as Universal
exchange manager in New Haven May 21.
Progress on the part of a now highlydeveloped industry, of prime importance
to millions, from the meager beginnings
of 25 years ago; progress on the part of
Morris Joseph, who has grown and adapted himself as the expanding requirements
of his job demanded.
When Joseph was first transferred to
the managership of the New Haven office
from Springfield, Mass., the film district
was

a far cry from the present flourishing group. As a matter of fact, the company considered establishing the exchange
at Bridgeport, which it considered a better

shipping point than New Haven, particularly since it was nearer New York, when
the films were being sent. On looking
over the situation, the new Connecticut
manager convinced the officials that New
Haven had many advantages, and thus
started the Elm City along its career as a
film center. At that time the tremendous
producing structure was in its infancy of
two companies, Universal Film Mfg. Co.
and General Film Co. Universal established itself in the Poli Theatre Bldg., and
General,
dow St.
reigned
made it

next to the Royal Hotel on MeaFor about four years, these offices
supreme; then Famous Players
a trio.

Only One-Reelers to Sell
Joseph set up his branch, with Harry
Germaine (now of Price Premium Co.), as
shipper, and Irving C. Jacocks, booker
(now operator of the Branford Theatre and
former president of Connecticut MPTO).
He set out to sell his one-reels, for in
those days there were no longer films, not
by contract, as is the present practice.
In those good old days an exhibitor would
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buy a week’s service, consisting of five or
six reels a day, or 35 to 40 reels, since
one day was the longest run. He would
pay a flat price of from $30 to $100, which
latter was for first run. After plenty of
high -pressured

salesmanship,

an

exhibitor

would have only to agree, ‘‘All right, start
me next Monday,” without having to put
his John Hancock to a thing. This practice continued until about 1917, and many’s
the time the exhibitor would renege on the
whole deal.
‘‘Now it can be told and laughed at,”
Joseph says. ‘‘Today when an exhibitor
signs a contract, he expects to live up to
the letter of that contract, and the same
applies to the distributor. In those days,
the only way the exchange knew how
much business was done for the day, was
to count the shows in the back room that
weren’t

picked up at 2 o’clock. These haphazard methods and resultant griefs were
quite different from the commercial lines
on which the film business is conducted

today;
they

and while there have been controversies between exhibitors and distributors,
always seem to be ironed out to the

mutual satisfaction of both parties.”
The first account Joseph sold in this
territory was I. J. Hoffman, then operating his first venture, the 300-seat upstairs
house, the Pastime, Ansonia. Hoffman is
now zone manager here for the large
Warner Theatre district, which takes in
houses in Connecticut and Massachusetts.
George

Wilkinson was then, as now, operating the Wilkinson Theatre in Wallingford. Jimmy DeLucia had the Dreamland
and Harry Lavietes, the Pequot, in New
Haven, but most of the exhibitors of those
times are no longer
ritory.
By

operating

in the ter-

1919 Joseph proved his superb salesmanship powers by selling the company
an idea that he should be provided with
a car, and while most of the film men

Taft, at which 229 Connecticut exhibitors and distributor representatives, including R. H. Cochrane and F. J. McCarthy of the home office, joined to honor
him. He received many congratulatory
messages, but the one he prizes most is
the one from ex-Gov. Wilbur Cross of
Connecticut. City and state officials indeed have much appreciation to express
for the location of the film center here,
in which Joseph was so largely influential.
This year, Morris Joseph himself will
be host to the film district at a cocktail
party in the Universal offices on Meadow
Street, May 22. As soon as the date is
definitely confirmed, special invitations
will go out to the trade which will be
pleased once more to help the “Dean”
celebrate a genuine milestone in his life
and that of the business.

Hub

Critics to Illinois

For " Lincoln " Premiere
Boston — Boston

film critics will attend

the Springfield, 111., premiere of 20th Century-Fox’s “Young Mr. Lincoln” on
May 30.
Scheduled to entrain for the midwest
are Joyce Dana of the Record; Helen
Eager of the Traveler; Marjory Adams of
the Globe; John Beaufort of the Monitor;
John Hutchens of the Transcript; Elinor
Hughes of the Herald; Peggy Doyle of the
American, and Prunella Hall of the Post.

Kurson Forms Personnel
Division for Graphic
Boston — Newell Kurson, Graphic Theatre circuit executive and Boston representative of the chain, has announced the
formation of a new personnel department.
Managers have not yet been assigned to
the chain’s houses in Northeast Harbor,
Me., and Schroon Lake, New York, both
due to open about July 1.

Serial Title Change
Hollywood — Title

of

the

Universal

serial, “The Shadow Creeps,” has
changed to “The Phantom Creeps.”
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Summer
M&R

Sessions for

Case Certain
(Continued

from page 87)

did Erbb have in mind, Ryan asked, “that
a theatre operator like the operator of the
Arcadia might make a profit on Columbia pictures first run but not make a
profit on other nights of the week?”
“Mr. Ryan, that is an experience of a
great many theatres,” Erbb replied.
Sales

Erbb

Tactic

in

told the court that although

the

Boston office of Paramount did not “subscribe to newspapers from certain key
cities,” New Haven did. That brought the
request for an explanation.
“In that situation we had several Warner theatres,” said Erbb, “theatres that
were operated by Warner Bros, in the
state of Connecticut. The practical purpose, as I understand it, why Mr. Ruff
subscribed to newspapers is that he keeps
a record of how many days, and on what
changes, Warner Bros, in their larger
situations play important product or play
what they consider the important product.
“So, consequently, he lists, or he keeps
(his secretary reads the newspaper ads and
writes this information up in a calendar
that is in a loose-leaf book set up as a
calendar, by divisions of weeks) . . . and
by such a method Mr. Ruff can keep tabs
on how our product is being played in
these important situations and how the
product of all distributors is being played,
for the purpose of being able to use it as
a good sales argument when he sits down
with I. J. Hoffman, for instance.
“If he gives such and such a theatre
this change in a week of such a given
picture, Mr. Ruff can refer to that particular record and point it out as a sales
argument as to why he should have, perhaps, a preferred date on some picture
that he thinks well of, of our own.”
Erbb said that he “would like to have
him (Morse) cancel the contract” with
Paramount in Nashua, N. H. When Morse
had declined to cancel, Erbb continued to
supply him with pictures, he said.
“When he refused to cancel the contract,
did you cancel dates and refuse to supply
pictures to him?” Ryan asked.
“A situation arose where I sent him a
letter cancelling some pictures that he had
booked. The circumstances, the background of that particular letter . . . what
preceded it was that he had a fire in the
Park Theatre, Nashua, and destroyed during this fire a considerable footage of film.
I sent him a bill for the footage, and, as
I recall it, he refused to pay the amount
that was billed and registered a complaint, or gave us as a reason for not
paying, that the film was in very bad
physical condition when he received it
and that the bad condition of the print
was the thing that was responsible for the
fire.”
“Did you check up to find out whether
or not it was in bad condition?”
“I did.”
“Did you find out that it had been in
bad physical condition when supplied to

in fair condition when shipped.”
“Did you then seize upon that episode
as an excuse for refusing to supply pic-

Annual Symposium

tures to the Park Theatre?”
“I believe I wrote to Mr. Morse ... in
fact, I know I wrote to Mr. Morse a letter in July, cancelling pictures that were
booked for the following September. I believe there were other letters of complaint

On Films Goes On

from

Mr. Morse, other than the one regarding this particular picture that was
partially destroyed by a fire within his
booth. I checked the condition. I called,
obviously, for the print cards and checked
the condition of the prints as of the date
of writing that letter. I found that the
prints on those pictures were in Number
Two condition as of the date I wrote the
letter, and I could well anticipate that by
September those prints might well altogether be in very bad physical condi-

tion.”
"Movie
Cash " Promotion
Franchise to Ed Ansin
Boston

—

Edward

Ansin,

Interstate

Theatres partner, has taken over the New
England franchise of “Movie Cash.” The
theatre-merchant stimulant tiein is being
sponsored by Morton Van Praag, formerly
with Trailer-Made.
Merchants, under the scheme, give with
each purchase coupons which may be used
for theatre admission tickets. The exhibitor is later reimbursed in cash for the
coupons he takes in.

For

"Little Tough

Hollywood — As

a vehicle

Guys"
for the “Lit-

tle Tough Guys,” Universal has purchased
film rights to “Call a Messenger,” by
Sally Sandlin and Michael Kraike.

A.

&

G.

New

New

Haven — Demonstrating

the work

of

Haven

schools in motion picture appreciation, and indicating “the potential
value of the theatrical motion picture as

an educational device,” the New Haven
Junior Motion Picture Councils presented
the second part of their annual symposium
in the form of a discussion and showing of
short films of travel and adventure at
Troup Junior IJigh School before a large
adult and student audience. Donald A.
Eldridge, director of visual education, was
in charge.
Four
Irish,”
“King
Egypt”
manner

shorts, Paramount’s “The Sporting
RKO’s “Underwater,” Columbia’s
Vulture,” and Metro’s “Ancient
were shown, introduced in a novel
by a play in which parents discussed with their children the mechanics,
moral and social implications and educational artistic value of each. The discussion, which is worked into the playlet
as dialogue after each short is shown, was
prepared by the pupil members of the
school motion picture clubs, oldest of whom
was in grade ten, while others represented
grades as low as the sixth.
The printed programs state that
“through the cooperation of local theatre
managers and distributors, New Haven
school pupils are given many opportunities
to profit by the educational content of outstanding current motion pictures.” Reference is made in part to distribution of
study guides.
The last in the current series of public
programs will be held June 1. Newsreels
and documentary films will be featured.

Karagheusian

Carpeting was selected
over that of other manufacturers, for the new Supreme Court Building in
Washington — as well as
for swank Radio City Music Hall.

Je*S*
Gulistan quality, long wear, and fine
appearance is becoming the new
economy choice for both large and
small theatres.

EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR
N. E. THEATRES

CAPITOLIZE

CAPITOL THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY
<lA NEW ENGLAND ORGANIZATION
NEW ENGLAND EXHIBITORS
28-30 PIEDMONT

STREET

•

BOSTON.

1

FOR]
MASS.

him?”
“I found out that the print was marked
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T Cl M

Labor Row lo Board
Of Massachusetts
Springfield,

New

England

Mass. — Thomas

representative

E.

CJTEVE BROIDY,
Ben Welansky, Nat
Furst, Leo Britton, Gene Gross and
Phil Sherman left town this week for the
Monogram convention.

Roche,

of the Theat-

rical Managers Agents’ and Treasurers’
Union, reports that hearing will be held
before the state labor relations board this
week to determine whether the majority
of the managers and assistants of the
Western Massachusetts Theatres, Inc., are
members of the TMAT.
The union charges that the theatre chain
has refused to bargain, and also complains
that George W. Coleman, former manager
of the Arcade Theatre, was discharged for
his organizing activity. Roche said it was
expected the management would question
the majority and that secret ballot would
follow.

Flesh to Bridgeport and
Rose Proves His Point
Bridgeport,

Conn. — In

just

one

year

since he has been manager of the Globe
Theatre, Harry Rose, who came here from
Providence, has proved conclusively there
is a strong demand here for vaudeville.
Using acts without any big names and
a 25-cent top admission, Rose has built
up such a following for his house, a 2,792seater, that it has become necessary to
open the second gallery. And even then
there is only standing room on each of
the three floors a full -hour before the
vaudeville is due to start.
The house now draws from all classes
on vaudeville night. Rose watches the
bookings closely and succeeds in getting
a goodly number of turns that were well
known to vaudeville fans when that type
of entertainment

was

Bolster Second
By Changing
Boston — Ben

in its hey-day.

Week

Run

Auxiliary

Domingo,

RKO

city

man-

ager, held the “Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle” for a second week at Keith’s Memorial. Following his established policy,
Domingo brought in a new combination
feature, “Spirit of Culver,” for the second
stanza. A similar booking schedule was
employed at the Paramount and Fenway
when “Dodge City” which formerly played
at the Metropolitan, was brought into the
twin houses with a new bottom picture.
The scheme is pointed toward repeat trade.

Adapts "Big Shot"
Hollywood —

“Big

Shot,”

ing story, is being adapted
Kimble for Warner Bros.

a

racket-bust-

by Lawrence

AIR CONDITIONING?
Nothing

Better — Nothing
Than Well Water

ROBINSON

ARTESIAN
CO., INC.

Cheaper

WELL

EYNNFIEED
CENTER,
MASS.
TeL Lynnfield Center 123
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'William Clarry has been in town with
“White Woman’’ which opened this week
at the RKO Boston. Clarry, who owns an
interest in the film, centered at the RKO
publicity office in Keith’s Memorial
at the Paramount Exchange.
Don Widlund, traveling
for Jam Handy, is expected

and

representative
here.

Leo Bendslev of the Community Theatre in Wellesley spent the other weekend
biting.
at Sebago

in

Maine.

The

fish

weren’t

Arthur K. Howard, business manager of
the Independent Exhibitors, Inc., and
Carol Howard, just celebrated their 12th
wedding anniversary.
Jack Granara, RKO
Theatre publicist;
Chet Grenier, film district printer, and
Emmett Gavin of the state parole board,
have already inaugurated Sunday golf.
Tony

Gelinski has been appointed assistant to Manager Don Martin at the
Beacon, recently taken over by Ben
Welansky.
Irving Hirsch of Columbia
from the coast.

has been

here

town.
York

. . . Lou

Astor

of Columbia

was

in

Charles Brent, former Oklahoma theatreman, is at the Rialto in Stamford,
Conn.,

with

“Marihuana.”

Irving Isaacs, operator of the Telepix
Cinema, has put up an Arlington Street
sigii to attract potential patrons inside
the Park Square Building where the news
reel theatre is located.
Louis Goldberg, of Goldberg Bros, in
Denver, conferred here with Kenneth R.
Douglass and Leon Foster. The Capitol
Theatre Supply handles
and shipping cases.

the

firm’s

reels

Claire Singer of the M&P
accounting
department was a New York traveler . . .
Germaine Reichman, with the accounting
department of the same circuit, went to
New York to drive back her automobile,
which she left there throughout the
winter.
Cal Wilson, former local RKO Theatres
employe who now is manager of the
Campus in Middlebury, Vt., a Graphic
house, came to Boston to visit his father,
who has been ill.
Ben

Rosenberg and John Carroll, managers of the Fenway and Paramount,
opened with first runs last week. The twin
houses,

which

often

play

second-run

fol-

Ernie Warren has been in Maine and
New Hampshire setting dates on his new
cosmetic giveaway.

lowing the Metropolitan,
Imperial’’ and “On Trial.”

Arthur C. Welch, assistant manager at
the Comique in Camden, Maine, and Mrs.
Welch, have a new citizen in their home.
The name of the eight and a half pound
son is Robert Austin Welch.

Patrick F. Healey, state film head, is being boosted for the state commandership
of the American Legion. The Theatrical
Post, of which Major Healey is present
commander, will elect delegates at its
June meeting for the annual state legion
convention.

John Sebetes, at the Beacon when M&P
relinquished the situation, has moved to
the Globe as chief of staff.
Stuart Clark has been appointed manager of the Colonial in Belfast, Me. Clark,
formerly

assistant

at the

Graphic

tre circuit house, replaces William

Thea-

O’Brien.

Cornelius Russell, operator of the Bijou
and Park in Bangor, was a visitor.
Charles Morse and Louis Rothenberg are
going ahead with repairs at the Strand in
Haverhill.
Charles Israelson has opened his Wells
Beach Theatre, together with a bowling
alley and dance hall, novelty shop, and
adjacent attractions.
Morris

Josephs,

New

Haven

branch

manager for Universal, was a Boston visitor .. . Sam Haase, theatre broker, returned from an unexpected trip to New

Direct
your

BOOKING

representation
theatre — seven

HERBERT

in

the

days

a

SERVICE
exchanges
week.

HIGGENS

250 Stuart Street
HANcock
5788-5790
BOSTON

for

“Hotel

Harry Browning, M&P
publicity director, accompanied film critics to Worcester
to meet
there.

the “Union

Pacific”

special train

Newell Kurson is trying out flesh along
the Graphic Theatre circuit. Experimental
spots are Newport and Middlebury, both
in Vermont. A number of acts have been
booked

out

office.
lowed.

No

of the local RKO
definite schedule

The fuel strike has
film district locations

Theatrical,

has been

fol-

been giving certain
chilly moments.

Herman Rifkin, president of the Republic Pictures Corp. of New England, visited
New

York ... Ed Morey, Republic manager, hit Springfield on business . . . A. J.
Herman, eastern manager for Universal,

was here briefly, and
ington.
Jack

PERSONAL

spotted

Granara,

RKO

later left for Washpublicist, has

tied

in “Alexander Graham Bell” ivith the Old
Colony Trust Co. on a historical angle, a
slant played up largely by the banking
situation . . . Another publicity sock effected by the ad man was a combine of
“ Three Smart Girls Grow Up” ivith T. D.
Whitney Co. Windows and newspaper ads
were promoted, centering about the
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sweater worn in the film by Helen Parrish. The garment was manufactured by
Bernat Mills at Jamaica Plain in suburban
Boston.
Mona

Lightowlers

Theatres
here.

is the

new

divisional manager’s

RKO

secretary

John Gatelee, Springfield projectionist
and IATSE official, still was on the west
coast, seeking to rearrange affairs of
Local 37.
John Dervin, United Artists branch
manager, is heading for the United
Artists’ convention in Hollywood with
Herb Schaeffer, Nat Ross, Joe Cronin,
and George Hager.

Supply Co. install new fluorescent lighting at the Capitol Theatre in Fall River,
Mass.
Ross Cropper, RKO branch manager,
and his local sales force plan to leave here
about the middle of June for the RKO
national sales convention, to be held this
year at the Westchester Country Club in
New York.
Annesti Pouchi, film district leading
victualler, has brightened his dinery with
a new showcase.
Myer Stanzler has had a new projector
installed in the Community Theatre in
Wakefield, R. I.
To answer a dozen queries that composi-

tion played throughout “Trade Winds”
Chopin’s Prelude No. 20.

was

Herrick’s, Inc., has been granted a
Massachusetts charter. Incorporators of
the ticket-selling business, whose capital
is 500 shares of no par stock, is composed
of Mary M. Desmond, Anne A. Carlisle,
and Carl F. Schipper jr.
Harold

Eskin, New Jersey and Connecticut circuit operator, was a visitor . . .

Ditto was Tim O’Toole, former local Columbia branch manager, now in a similar
capacity in New Haven.
Tom

Duane,

Paramount

salesman

president of the Boston Salesmen’s
lost his mother last week.

and
Club,

Mrs. Harry Browning, wife of the M&P
advertising manager, is recovering from
an operation.
Meetings of the Exchange Employes’
Local, now scheduled to be held regularly,
have been set for the last Monday of every
month.
George Kraska, Fine Arts operator, has
held Sam Davidson’s
fourth week.

“Ballerina”

for a

Now vacant at the east end of the film
district are the former Price Premium offices at Piedmont St. and Broadway, and
the former Imperial headquarters at 12
Piedmont St.

We ran into a funny situation this week.
Facing us on our desk were the pictures
of two exhibitors, both from Taunton,
Mass. They are competitors in the true
sense of the word, yet we were able to
place them side by side with no difficulty
resulting. Joe Druker, the gent on the
left, has been in the business just about
all his life. He used to have a house in
Waltham and now operates the Grand

Robert M. Savini of Astor Pictures was
here last week, after lunching in New
York with Ben Shlyen and Red Kann of
Boxoffice.

Savini

conferred

with

Roy

E.

Heffner, his local distributor.
Johnny Woods, Earle LaVere, and
Johnny Ware are featured on the RKO
Boston stage.
Harry Snyder, New England manager
for the Alexander Film Co., has been
training John Vaughn for the position of
Maine salesman. Vaughn formerly was
with the American Tobacco Co.
Sam and Nathan Goldstein are involved
in a TMAT petition to the state labor
commission for recognition of the union
local by the Western Massachusetts Theatres, Inc.
Dorothy Johnson, publicity woman here
for the past few years for Shubert, is in
Los Angeles where she has been appointed
personal representative for J. J. Shubert,
who is preparing the next “Follies” there.
She is due back in the fall.
First sound film ever screened in Lowell,
Vt., will be shown there May 6 upon the
inauguration of the Green Mountain
state’s first rural electrification project,
which also will bring light and power to
Eden and Eden Mills. REA officials have
chosen “The River” for the occasion.
Jack Goodwin, managing director of the
Metropolitan, held over “Dark Victory”
for a second week at the key M&P spot.
Anne George, New York composer and
writer, is here at the LaSalle putting final
touches on a song for Dorothy Lamour.
Nathan Yamins,
England, has had
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Allied head of New
the Capitol Theatre

in Taunton. Joe's son, Melvin, is an exhibitor in his own right, holding forth at
Weymouth, Mass. The smile you see on
smile," put on
Thomas

especially

Gaffney

when

Joe's face is known as his "conservative
the
"How's business?" is asked.
*
*question
*

is the next genial chap we

attempt to give the once-over.

Tom operates Taunton's Casino Theatre at the present time. However, in the
past he used to be in the shoe business. We have it from reliable sources
he has broken in some darn good shoe salesmen,
ton. Tom is a bon vivant and a pretty

many

of them

now

in Bos-

snappy dresser to boot. He lives with his
two sisters and is a regular visitor to this
office. He says that he is working on a
new invention. It will be an alarm clock
for the unemployed.
have any bell!
*

"Streets

of

New

*

You

see, it won't

*

York"

with

Jackie

Cooper is going great guns. It's a definite box-office picture. It has drama,
laughs and even a few tears, and when
all of these are mixed together you have
a real entertainment. Be sure to set aside
a

date for this "must." The radio columnists, including George Fisher, Jimmy
given this picture a big hand.

Fidler and

Kate

Smith,

have

all

Steve Broidy

Monogram
39 CHURCH

STREET

Pictures, inc.
•
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Race Libel Measure
Held Too Stringent
Boston — Held dangerous by members of
the legislative committee on constitutional
law, at a public hearing last week, was a
measure which would prohibit so-termed
libel of races. Fears were expressed that
the measure as drafted was too stringent
and might be interpreted too drastically.
Massachusetts film men, although subject to severe censorship interpretations on
that score at present per the Sunday setup, continued to keep close tabs on the
health of the petition.
When
Alice Brady asked, innocently
enough, when a reference was made to
Australia in a recent picture, “Isn’t that a
lot of bush?” the query was clipped. Similar treatment was given to the phrase,
“Thick Mick,” in “Ah, Wilderness.” Along
a somewhat similar route, “Birth of a Nation” was recently refused a permit to
play here.
On

the present bill, Committee

Chairman

Joseph F. Francis remarked, “There are
some people who think Amos ’n’ Andy are
quite funny, but there are others who
might claim that it holds up a race to
public contempt.”

Several carnivals have applied for licenses only to find that city is firmly

■pHE
booth . at
Hippodrome
has projection
been enlarged
. . the
Russell
Stewart
of Chicago, in town to renew his longstanding friendship with Matt Saunders
of the Loew-Poli.
State,

Torrington,

dropped

night to turn the theatre
talent group of actors.

films

one

over to a home-

Edgar Lynch of the Warner and Morris
Rosenthal of the Majestic may soon consider a golf match to decide who will
get the next RKO
booking. The houses
alternate

on

Michael
“The

the studio’s product.

Carroll of the American

Little Princess”

showed

as a benefit matinee

for St. John’s school. More than
dren from the school attended.

700 chil-

closed
tions.

this year

to such

traveling

attrac-

Otto Esposito landed space in the TimesStar for “The Castles” when he found a
local man who saw the crash in which
Vernon died. The Post
non's mechanic is now
and

learned that Verliving in the city

gave the story a picture spread without the theatre having any advance knowledge that they were getting the yarn.

Majestic Manager Morris Rosenthal
was going trout fishing until he found
he had to start at 6 a. m. He canceled
the
withto the
comment
that
too
kind plans
hearted
awaken
a fish
thathe’s
early.

Theatrical Post Outlines
Memorial Day Services

Mekelburg Assumes GN
Branch Helm in Hub
Boston — Marcel Mekelburg, former independent exchange owner, who later was
Gaumont

British manager in several localities, this week became the newest local
branch manager for Grand National.
Mekelburg replaces Joseph Kaliski who
left to handle GN in Washington.

Boston — The Theatrical post of the
American Legion will hold special services
on Memorial Day. Outstanding among the
activities will be the decoration of graves
of past comrades.
"In

thinking

of our

many

friends

and

comrades who have died for our country,”
stated past commander and state film
head, Patrick F. Healey, “it would be well
for each and every one of us to pause for
a moment and realize that the best way
we

^^HETHER
or not Westbrook — home of
Rudy Vallee and State Representative

only Portland has a City Licensing or Examining Board, the situation was not ideal

John R. Smith, who was one of the leaders in the fight to legalize Sunday motion
pictures in Maine — will have Sunday films
in the interim between July 20, when the
bill becomes law, and December 11, when a
municipal election will be held to permit
citizens to vote on the question, will be
determined at a meeting of the city council
Monday . . . Although Mayor Roscoe F.
Libby admits he personally is not in favor
of Sunday shows, he expresses the belief
that the councillors will authorize them
for showing prior to December 11. No
statements could be obtained from any of
the councillors.

in the eyes of “out-of-towners.”

Missed in the shuffle of bills passed and
rejected in the legislature is the one concerning booth construction which was signed by Gov. Lewis O. Barrows, after being
redrafted, near the end of the sessioji. The
bill provides that all booths be constructed
of fire-resistant materials. As originally
presented, it covered only asbestos and angle iron.

The famous “Union Pacific” train, scheduled to arrive in Boston May 4, will be
met by a Portland delegation composed
of A. J. Moreau, M&P district manager;
Harry Botwick, State Theatre manager;
Richard

Bates, radio station WGAN
announcer, who is arranging for a special
broadcast to be relayed through Portland.
Guy P. Gannett, known nationally as the
“flying publisher,” is making plans
the group to Boston in his plane.

to fly

“Mr.

Hollywood,” a radio program presented over WSCH by Leo Young, manager
of the Strand, is temporarily off the air.
Visiting Filmrow: Bill Benjamin, NSS
salesman from Boston, and Mrs. Benjamin;
Ernest Warren, former WB salesman, now
connected with a premium company; Tom
Feloney, 20 th-Fox representative, Boston,
and Francis Gooch, manager of the Uptown, Bath, with Mrs. Gooch and young
son.

Also signed at the end of the session was
a bill giving the right to grant MPMO
licenses to the state commissioner of insurance. Heretofore that right has been
invested in a local examining board composed of Chelsea Waldron, State projectionist; Warren MacDonald, building inspector, and a Mr. Howard. The chief
drawback to a State Licensing Board, as
seen by Waldron, is the possibility that
present high standards may be relaxed.
At the same time he admitted that since
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can pay homage to them is by resolving that we shall do all in our power to

preserve and keep sacred the true principles of Americanism, the same principles
for which they fought and died.
“Especially should this resolve be made
this year when the rumors of war are so
prevalent and especially should we resolve
that Americanism is the only ‘ism’ that
shall survive in America and by making
these resolutions we shall be proving that
our

comrades

Boston — Filmites were scheduled to
leave Boston at 5:30 p. m., Saturday for
the

weekend cruise to New York, sponsored annually by the Theatrical Post of
the American Legion. James Sheeran,

Joseph Kantor, Sam Levine, Harry Aaronson, and Carl Goodwin reported at press
time that a large number of reservations
had been made.

M&P
Is Won

Inspection

and

Walter Hartwig announces he will open
the Ogunquit Playhouse in Ogunquit, Me.,
on June 26. Popular legitimate theatre will
be open

11 weeks.

not died in vain.”

Many Have Reservations
For Annual Cruise

The State is to have a new front soon
. . . Chelsea Waldron, projectionist at the
State, has taken a camp at Lakeside Park
on Big Sebago for the summer . . . Both
the Maine and State theatres were given
a clean bill of health by the city Licensing
board.

have

Testimonial

Drive

by Al Moreau

Boston — Al Moreau, district manager for
Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont, won
the

M&P

testimonial drive concluded recently. Moreau, in announcing the Mullin
Pinanski tribute, told his managers

“I want each of you to know that I have
the fullest confidence in your ability to
keep this district out in front.” Moreau
was right. A report last week listed a
“winner” prematurely.
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ALTHOUGH
“Forty-Second
still
holds the house
record forStreet”
the Roger
Sherman, “Wuthering Heights” came close,
more than doubling the usual business, and
standing them up for the first six consecutive days of the two weeks’ run ... Of the
six towns chosen to put over the longdistance telephone conversation stunt from
Hollywood with Mickey Rooney on “The
Hardys Ride High,” three were on the
Poli circuit — Springfield, Bridgeport and
Hartford. In Springfield, columns of
newspaper publicity were given to the
stunt, which Manager George Freeman
tied in with the Shriners’ Home for Invalid Children. Ruth Jameson, feature editor of the Cassical High School Recorder,
was chosen to talk to Mickey from the
Home. The conversation was amplified by
special arrangement with the telephone
company, and Mickey scored tremendously with his closing words, “If you ever need
anything, come to your uncle Mickey and
you won’t be disappointed.”
In Bridgeport, Manager Matt Saunders
elected Jerri Connors of the Times-Star
staff to talk to Rooney from the Poli
office. A six-column spread across the top
of the page, with art, proclaimed the stunt
to Bridgeport the following day. Saunders
also arranged to have an airplane trail
a 250-foot banner on “The Hardys” for
half an hour on opening day, in both New
Haven and Bridgeport. The airplane advertising has heretofore been used only
on big game days over the Yale Bowl.
Mechanic Victor Cassella of the Bonoff
Theatre, Madison, and National Theatre
Supply here, and Mary DeGennaro were
joined at St. Lawrence’s Cathedral. The
couple are on a two-week honeymoon . . .
Lucy Flack, operator of the Capitol Theatre, Milford, is on three weeks’ cruise to
Honduras. Lucy’s brother, Bill Nomijko, is
in charge of the theatre . . . Irving Sussman, owner of Metro Premium, was in
calling on several accounts with A1 Daytz
. . . . Advertising Manager Bill Wool of
Metro also paid A1 a call . . . Roy Haines,
eastern sales manager, dropped in on John
Pavone . . . Roy Phelps of Elm City, who
photographed “Dark Rapture,” is off again
with the Denis-Roosevelts for Indo-China
where the expedition will gather data and
shoot film for four to six months. Trucks
to be used went on ahead by freighter
. . . Nick Cavaliere, also a New Havener,
talks of taking pictures of the pineapple
industry in Hawaii for American Can . . .
Margaret McDonough of the Paramount
exchange pushed off the vacation caravan
with a week in Washington, reserving another week for next fall.
Biggest holdover ad seen in these parts,
a half-page splash, announced to the New
Haven public that “Wuthering Heights”
would stay on at the Roger Sherman . . .

Theatre building on Howe and George is
also for sale, at a reported $20,000 asking

for number of contestants, with 28 classes
on the one-day program.

price.
Conventioneers: Eddie Ruff and Mrs.
Ruff are planning a 16-day boat trip to
California via the S. S. President Garfield,
leaving here May 19 and arriving in time
for the Paramount convention. While on
the coast, the Ruffs will visit their cousin,
Charles R. Rogers, producer . . . A1 Kane
is also contemplating the sea route . . .
Henry Germaine, salesman, and Richard
Carroll, booker, will make up the New
Haven representation . . . Lou Wechsler
and other United Artists managers will
pay the Golden Gate Exposition a call before settling down to the business of conventio . . . RKO meet may be at the
Westchester Country Club, with the golf
course outside as a teaser.

Boys’ Club midnight stage show Saturday night at the Loew-Poli, Bridgeport,
was tremendous, with Gene Tunney as
m. c„ Harry Hershfield, assistant, and a
program including James Melton, Ripley,
Barry Wood, A1 Mitchell, Guy Hedlund,
and a boxing exhibit between Tunney and
Heywood Broun, famed columnist . . . Max
and Ethelda Tabackman have the auction
bug . . . Sidney Swirsky, booker, will be
with O’Toole & Lourie when the Columbia
Atlantic City convention swings into action
. . . When Jack Fishman of Fishman Theatres rushes from Meadow Street, it’s to
keep the pot boiling in important biological
chemistry experiments at the Yale Medical
School Lab, where he is Research Fellow.

Congratulations to Eddie Fitzgerald,
Paramount assistant booker, on being elected president of the New Haven Grays . . .

Ernest Pelson, manager of the Lincoln
under Joseph Levine, is now associated
with Bob Mintz in New York . . . B. E.
Hoffman, chairman, officially opened the
Jewish Welfare drive here with a powerful appeal. Both I. J. and B. E. Hoffman,

Congrats to Henry Germaine, who doesn’t
look a day, but actually is a year older
. . . Harry Shaw is busier than a onearmed paper-hanger these days, giving all
houses on the circuit thorough inspection,
checking on cleaning activities, summer
lobby preparations, cool colors, and everything else between basements and roofs.
The houses show the results by emerging
with that bright, spruced-up look.
Sam

Badamo is busy because his airmindedness is bringing the College programs to radio audiences almost daily now.
The only difference between Jimmy Fidler and Sam is about $5,000 a week. Sam
points with pride to the fact that much
of the gossip on his WELI Movie Club of
the Air appears in Winchell’s column the
following week . . . Breaking ground for
the new Robert Schwartz house in Thomaston, held up beyond schedule, is expected
in a few weeks. Meantime, Schwartz has
negotiated a lease with the city on his
present quarters for the next four and a
half years.
E. M. Loewrs Court Street Theatre,
Springfield, continues its three-a-week
vaudeville policy after 16 weeks, emphasizing mdividual acts rather than name bands
. . . The Arena, New Haven, brings Larry
Clinton the Sunday following Mai Hallett
to its new vaudeville series, which started
on an every -other -Sunday schedule. Unreserved admission has been reduced from
55 to 40 cents afternoons, and reserved 85
to 75 cents, with children at 25 cents. The
innovation has been a huge success . . .
Connecticut State Horse Show at the Arena, May 13, is expected to set a new high

POPCORN

6 o’clock news broadcasts . . . Once more
the 280-seat Lincoln, foreign film house,
is for sale . . . Skeletoyi of the former Group
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The Colonial, Walnut Beach, is outfitted
with new drinking fountains, carpets, and
other spring trappings . . . The Smiths do
not contemplate opening the Tower this
summer . . . When Sam Badamo sets up
his plane model lobby display for “The
Flying Irishman,” most of the models will
be by Sally Rosen, of the famous Film
Delivery outfit . . . Adolph Johnson has
sold the Saybrook Theatre and the Rivoli,
West Taven, his 73-week gold-etched china
deal . . . Joseph Quittner and Peter Perakos
are finishing cellar excavation for the new
Jewett City house, planning to darken
the present Finn’s at the close of school.
William Hutchins of National Theatre
Supply is the architect for the rapidlyemerging Bantam Theatre, and will supply
seats and equipment . . . Lucy Flack has
contracted with National for the installation of a new pair of E-l Simplex projectors for the Capitol . . . Republic’s first
booking in the state on the heralded “Man
(Continued on next page)

MEANS

PROFITS

BURCH POPCORN MACHINES ARE
MADE ESPECIALLY FOR THEATRES

For “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” John
Hesse had striking 18x32 posters carried
on front of trolleys, with big red swastika
teaser. One hundred “Beware of Nazi
Spies” posters were tacked up in factory
yards. Hesse also tied in with the WICC

Warner executives, were among the city’s
most generous contributors . . . Leo Schapiro introduced his new assistant at the
Guilford Theatre, Irving Griffler, to the
wonders of Meadow Street last week . . .
Al Davis, Metro poster clerk, caught a
14 V2-inch pickerel at Pond Lily . . . Sam
Rosen hires himself a boat and an oarsman
at Momauguin and fishes the hard way
. . . Joe Cohen, booker for the Middletown
Theatres, now Pouzzner -operated, was in
from Boston to visit the exchanges, and
go on to New York for the weekend.

SAMUEL

HOREN5TEIN

288 Palmer St., Box 239,
NEW
BEDFORD,
MASS.
Massachusetts and
Rhode
Island

Greaseless, Odorless,
Noiseless
WriteDetails,
For Full
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J. J. CONROY

El son Road — P. O. Box
WALTHAM,
MASS.

New
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Maine, Connecticut
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A Group in Ridgefield
Forms a Corporation
JjJDDIE REED, manager of the Strand, is
going to try a mid-week midnight opening of “Union Pacific” this week. The
Strand has pulled midnight openings in
recent years on several super-doopers, but
these have always been holidays or weekend dates.
Bill Morton, doing special publicity for
RKO-Albee, put across a nice campaign
on “Castles,” which helped two weeks’ run
of film at that house. Program included
good

newspaper co-op, including four column art in center Sunday theatre layout.
Morton planted himself in the bus terminal
on opening day for a radio interview with
WJAR’s “Where Are You Going” quiz.
Morton, of course, told he was on the way
to the theatre to see the film.
Most of the downtown theatres here are
running special kid shows Saturday 10
a. m.’s now. Idea was first introduced by
Loew’s State as means of showing serials
for kid trade. Fays followed with cartoon
and comedy programs a few weeks ago and
now Associated Theatres is using the idea
Saturdays also, as is the Avon in the East
Side residential section.
Manager McGhee of E. M. Loew’s DriveIn says business in opening weeks good considering cool weather. With daylight saving now under way, Drive-In goes into a
one-show a night policy.
Manager Ted Rosenblatt of the Community Theatre, North Providence house,
is having
Park

and

a cooling system installed. Installations are also scheduled for Palace,
Bijou (Associated Theatres).

Fall River, Mass., city council last week
killed by a 5-4 vote a proposed ordinance
to deny Sunday amusement license to any
theatre located within 200 feet of a church.
On the day following excavation work was
due to get started for a new 1,000-seat
house to be built by Herman Rocklin and
Samuel Robinson, with Labor Day opening
under

an unannounced
ment promised.

chain’s

manage-

Annual Shrine Circus, which yearly gives
stiff opposition to Providence theatres,
promises to be an even bigger headache
for house managers this year. Affair will
be staged at Narragansett race track June
12-17 instead of at Rhodes ballroom as
formerly.

Samartano's Health
Results in Citation

(Continued
Ridgefield, Conn. — The New England
Playhouse, Inc., of West Lane, Ridgefield,
has filed certificate of incorporation at
Hartford. Officers are Philip S. Carr, president; Alfred V. Leaman, vice-president;
Alfred Wagstaff, treasurer, and Marjorie
Ames Carr, secretary, all of New York
City. Directors are Carr, Leaman and
Wagstaff.
It is reported the company will build a
theatre in the town, which has never had
a regular motion picture house. Pictures
have been shown under the sponsorship
of the township.

New Haven — The Loew-Poli Ushers’ Club
will hold its semi-annual dinner-dance at
the Seven Gables Inn May 9. Invited guests
of honor will be Harry F. Shaw, LoewPoli division manager; Robert E. Russell,
Poli Theatre manager; Nat Rubin, assistant, and Bill Scanlon, student assistant.
The committee in charge consists of Ray
Zilenski, Denis Macquire, Tony Purificato,
and John Mengillo. About 80 guests are
expected.

Managers Bowling League
Ends Season With Dinner
Bridgeport, Conn. — The Managers Bowling League of the Strand Amusement Co.
completed its season with a midnight

Morris

Jacobson

Sun-

ny Greenberg of the Park City, Del Roccio of the Strand, Mike Jacobson of the
Palace and Michael Carroll of the American. Morris Jacobson is general manager of the circuit.

NEW

£JARL E. MERRILL, 67, who played in
the Boston Symphony Orchestra for
20 years and made a tour with the famous
singer, Madame Melba, is dead in Wentworth . . . Prof. W. Benfield Pressey, in
charge of Dartmouth’s scenario writing
course, speaks on “The Motion Picture,” in
a series of lectures in connection with the
Holiday,

June

special ci-

Delegation from the State Theatre, headed by Manager Bernard Carney, attended
the funeral of William M. McCarthy in St.

When

the

Palace,

epidemic

received

became

a

of

serious

factor

to the boxoffice, Samartano contacted the health department and was
given a special prescription to mix into
the water air washer system of the theatre. In this manner, the house was kept
purified at all times and a pleasant odor
prevailed. The theatre temperature was
70 at all times and within the specifications prescribed by the health department.
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Nat

Rubin

are setting up another

Joseph’s

Cathedral,

knock-

the lobby in advance of
For “Huckleberry Finn,”
arranged a parade of the
Department Band and a
to the theatre.

“Mystery Plane.”
co-feature, Elder
West Haven Fire
Huck Finn double

Ben Simon, 20 th-Fox
home office visitor. Ben

manager, was a
is still trying to

figure out who

put the delightful bedwarm-

ers in his and Moe Grassgreen’s berths
on the convention-bound train . . . Nathan
Lampert of “borscht” fame is now getting
about with a small cast on his leg . . . It
looks like seven or eight weeks in a sling
for Hugh Maguire, RKO booker, who had
the tough luck to slip on the Film Bldg,
step and crack an elbow . . . Max Furman
of the Loew-Poli maintenance department,
a former Virginian, is moving his family
to New Haven . . . Nat Rubin is saying
“enie-meenie” to help him decide which
girl to take to the Ushers’ Ball . . . With
Bill Scanlon, there’s no question; it’s
“Scandal and Scandal” . . . Mike Tomasino
of the White Way has brought Mrs. Tomasino home from a New York Hospital
. . . Max Tabackman of the Rivoli, West
Haven, is considering golf lessons . . . Hymie Levine and Lou Moscow are also going
would

like to engage

as pro, but can’t meet
Pavone

of

Ben

his fee.

National

Theatre

Supply attended the camera exhibit at
the Grand Central Palace in New York
. . . Mrs. George Rabinowitz is a frequent
Boston visitor . . . Paramount’s reissue,
“The Eagle and the Hawk,” is the first one
ever bought by Warner’s for the entire
circuit. Cameo, Bridgeport, open may 17
with the picture.

19-24.

tations of cooperation from the mayor’s
office and local health department for his
support in the scarlet fever epidemic drive
to safeguard theatre patrons.

the Loew-Poli

manager

money giveaway
distributes cards
to the customers,
the audience on

film facts and gossip. The 50-minute
stunt, which distributes 20 prizes amounting to $100 each week, had an auspicious
start. Thus far no other Loew-Poli house
is set for the game . . . Bob Russell and

William

The State Operating Co. has received
a permit to build platforms and stagings
for air-conditioning machines at the State,
Manchester.

Meriden — J. G. Samartano,

Hollywood Party, new
at the Poli, Waterbury,
bearing pictures of stars
and the manager quizzes

Lourie

HAMPSHIRE

Hanover

page)

of Conquest” was May 5 at E. M. Loew’s,
Hartford. Walter Keenan, new Boston
publicity man for Republic, will work on
exploitatiO'n around the district.

in for golf, and

third annual

Aid

Wheel. Presof the Rialto,

of the Hippodrome,

preceding

out corner lobby display on “Rose of Washington Square . . . Bill Elder at the Bijou
displayed 11 -foot airplane propellers in

Loew-Poli Ushers’ Club
Dinner-Dance May 9

dinner at Lenny’s Wagon
ent were Murray Kaufman

from

It's O'Brien's Week
Boston — It has been “Tom
O’Brien
Week” in the Boston film district; at least
at Monogram’s Church Street sector. The
booker occupied the six days in amassing
more dates during Monogram conventioneering that even progressive Steve
Broidy set for a target.

Manchester.

In connection with “Pygmalion,” the
Scenic in Rochester held a contest, offering a prize to the person making the most
words out of the title.
Slight damage was caused when fire
broke out in the projection room at the
Lakeport Opera House. The evening show
crowd had just left the theatre.

Isaac Grishaver

Dead

Boston— Isaac Grishaver, former theatre partner of George Solomon, died last
week. He was a defendant in the suit
being

brought by George S. Ryan in behalf of Solomon, concerning the Thompson Square and Hollywood theatres in
Charlestown.
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FEDERAL SUIT TO DISSOLVE GRIFFITH SET-DP
CONSIDERED FORERUNNER OF SIMILAR MOVES
Ten Distributors Named

in

Slow Buying

Move; Charge Monopoly
Laws Are Violated
Oklahoma

City — The

federal

govern-

ment’s suit to dissolve the Griffith Amusement Co. and allied Griffith organizations
and their operations setup in the southwest is expected to be the forerunner of a
number of similar suits to be filed in
other sections of the country pending the
outcome of this action.
The suit has been filed against four of
the Griffith companies and ten distributors in the western district court of Oklahoma under signature of Charles E. Dierker, U. S. attorney for the western district
of Oklahoma and is attested by a number of other U. S. attorneys including Attorney General Frank Murphy, Thurman
Arnold, Wendell Berge, Holmes Baldridge,
Paul Williams, Robert L. Wright, Seymour
Simon and Wade H. Loofbourrow.
Charging monopolies violating the Sherman anti-trust act, the suit asks court
orders to dissolve and rearrange the four
Griffith companies.
Named as defendants are the Griffith
Amusement Co., Consolidated Theatres,
Inc.; R. E. Griffith Theatres, Inc.; Westex Theatres, Inc.; L. C. Griffith; H. J.
Griffith; R. E. Griffith; Paramount Pictures, Inc.; Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Distributing Corp. of Texas; Loew’s, Inc.;
RKO Radio Pictures, Inc.; Vitagraph, Inc.;
Universal Film Exchanges, Inc.; 20th
Century-Fox Corp.; 20th Century-Fox
Corp. of Texas; United Artists Corp., and
Columbia Pictures Corp.
No statement from Griffith officials has
been forthcoming, though officials have
been in constant conference with company
attorneys headed by D. I. Johnston, veteran theatre industry attorney here. It is
understood that considerable legal talent
will be imported during the next week by
the various defendants and that a good
representation of the Washington staff
working on industry cases will arrive here
shortly to prosecute the government’s
tion.

ac-

Selection of Oklahoma City as the center of the first prosecution and the Griffith Amusement Co. as the company involved is understood to be only the first
of a number of similar actions; this being somewhat of a test case. A number of
department of justice investigators have
been working in this territory, both out of
Oklahoma City and Dallas offices, for the
past three months, as previously reported
in Boxoffice.
It is unofficially understood that selection of Oklahoma City also was influenced
by the A. B. Momand suits against the
Griffith Amusement Co. and most of the
defendants in this government action.
BOXOFFICE
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S

Trails Federal Suit

Oklahoma City — Picture buying has slowed almost to a standstill at local exchanges following filing of the federal anti-trust suit against four of the Griffith
companies and major distributors here. Film salesmen report it almost impossible
to sell independent exhibitors who have not as yet closed their contracts and who
can get by for one or two months without signing further deals.
Independents
be

an

expect

Ahead

broader

consideration

of the governments

of pictures

suit and

are

and

clearances

for that

reason

to

with-

With Okla. Combine,

Despite
Oklahoma

some

immediate outcome
holding inking of contracts.

City — On

Government's
May

9, approxi-

mately one hundred independent exhibitors are expected to gather in Oklahoma
City to attend a mass meeting for creation of an independent buying pool and
possibly an independent exhibitors association.
In some quarters it was expected that
the government’s action of last week
against the Griffith Amusement Co. might
have some bearing upon the plan, but it
has been disclosed by reliable sources that
the pool setup has been unofficially approved by government agents and by
These suits, upon which preliminary
hearings still are pending in federal district court here, allege practically the
same points as brought out by the government’s bill of complaint. Momand has
charged creation of monopolies and violation of the anti-trust laws and has asked
$4,500,000 damages in his two suits.
An

early hearing upon a requested injunction to prevent the companies from
negotiating any contracts, acquiring further theatres, etc., will probably be heard
here within a few weeks. Actual hearing
of the suit itself is not expected at an
early date, however.
“In fairness to the defendants in this
particular proceeding,” Thurman Arnold
told a local newspaper by long distance
telephone, “It should be said that there
are many chains of theatres in the United
States whose situation is similar. The
first proceeding is brought against these
particular defendants only because the investigation involving them happened to be
completed first.”
Another possible reason was seen in
that Holmes Baldridge, former Oklahoma
Cityan and a graduate of the University of
Oklahoma school of law, is the chief of
the departments trial section.
Arnold declared that if the government
wins its case in New York and the major

Suit

special legal talent. Demands that the
meeting be held when leaders were queried
following the government’s
in plans being continued.

action resulted

It is unofficially understood that Orville Von Gulker, Okeene theatre operator,
former newspaper owner and graduate of
the University of Oklahoma is among
those for consideration as possible heads
of the organization.
Invitations were being mailed this week
to all independent theatre owners on
record to attend the meeting.
producers

lose control over local thea-

tres, “they must have a competitive market of truly independent theatres in which
to distribute their product. They must
not be at the mercy of local monopolies
which control the market in particular
Any other course, he asserted, “would
be merely substituting a number of local
monopolies
for the national monopoly
areas.”
which is now charged to exist. Local
monopoly

could be just as stifling to competition as national monopoly, and much

more disorderly.”
The suit is brought under Section Four
of the Act of Congress of July 2, 1890,
known as the Sherman Anti-trust act and
after listing Griffith operations and setups in the area, identity of the defendants
and definition of the terms “first run,”
“second run,” “first run theatre,” “second
run theatre,” “feature,” “first class picture,” “clearance,” “first run clearance”
and “second run clearance” states that
the distributors named as defendants have
collectively for each of the past five years
released more than 95 per cent of the
first class pictures in the Griffith towns;
75 per cent of all feature pictures in . the
Griffith towns, etc. It further states that
(Continued

on page 99)
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Okla. MPTO

Meeting

Slated June 26-27

pAT RUSSELL, Dallas attorney, who has
practiced his trade in the film business

Oklahoma City — June 26 and 27 have
been definitely set as the convention dates
for the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of
Oklahoma annual convention, according
to an announcement of Morris Loewenstein, president. The convention will be
held in Oklahoma City at the Biltmore
Hotel.
Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA
president, will
address the meeting and is already set to
talk about national legislation, the
MPTOA
program and the trade pact.
Last year’s meeting was not held due
to the fact that the 18th annual convention of the MPTOA
was held in Oklahoma City. The state association devoted
all of its activities to playing host to the
MPTOA.

Interstate Managers Will
Convene in Galveston
Dallas — Executives and theatre managers of Interstate circuit will be in Galveston starting May 8. for four days comprising the annual get-together of the Interstate family for this year.
Karl Hoblitzelle, president of the circuit,
and R. J. O’Donnell, general manager, will
preside over the sessions. Business meetings will be held at the Hotel Galvez,
on the Gulf.

for many years, has been a frequent visitor on Filmrow . . . On Filmrow Monday,
Lee Threet showed friends a sketch of
the new Jackson Theatre to be built in
Jacksonville by himself and Sam Hyman.
The front will be of colored glass and the
design as modern as many you see in the
Boxoffice Modern Theatre section.
A round trip to California, New York,
and then hack to Waxahachie, is planned
by Ben Knock, well knoum film figure who
is interested in the Pastime at Itasca with
Earnest Rockett. Ben was in town Tuesday
and, as always, not without that big cigar.
Henry
besides

Reeve of the Mission at Menard,
booking pictures Tuesday, was

seeking

information on advertising “promoters” who have victimized merchants of
that area. Reeve is working in behalf of
the Menard chamber of commerce, of
which he is an active member.

predicted

the 1940 national

convention

for

Dallas was “in the bag.” Their guess came
true in a dispatch reaching Dallas before
they

did. One delegate already is talking up the convention. He says 1,200
barkers will be here.
Johnny Blevins of Dublin spent several
days on the Row, and Jack Groves, new
operator of the Queen in Houston, was on
his second official visit since taking over
that house. Friends almost expected Jack
to forget momentarily he was an exhibitor
and to start in selling film to one of his
visiting contemporaries. His last film job
was with United Artists.
Westward Ho! was the send off for
Hugh Owen and his Dallas contingent
as they left Dallas Thursday evening for
the United Artists sales convention in
Hollywood. With him were T. R. Barber,
A1 Delcambre, Floyd Tomes, and B. C.
Gibson,

salesmen.

Row

Bissinger, 26 years a veteran in exhibition ofmotion pictures, celebrated that
anniversary this week. He owns and operates the Queen which E. H. Hulsey built
over 20 years ago. Today the Queen thrives
on double bills and a dime admission.

The Variety delegates reached Dallas
safely Wednesday morning after their
trek to Detroit. Before they left, it was

Henry Sorenson, of Modern Theatre
Equipment Co., made a business trip to
Wichita Falls this week to confer with his
former partner in the equipment business,
Henry Ford, a capitalist in that section.

Max Burger, formerly in show business
at Enid a?id Ardmore, Okla., was on the
Monday making application for product for a theatre he expects to open soon
in Sherman. His location, he said, is on
the town square. Burger sold his Ardmore
Theatre recently to the Griffith interests.

Lou
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THE KING OF PREMIUMS
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SOLD IN TWO DIFFERENT PATTERNS HZZ*
Exclusive

Distributors

COULTER PREMIUMS
DETROIT,

MICH.

— and

for summer

months.

Home Spun Wild Rose
Glass Deal

1627 Fort Street

—28

Coulter Premiums

Many
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Different Premium
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Deals
for Theatres

admissions
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Two Proposed Tax Measures
Aimed at Florida Theatres

N. 0. Would Shifl
Gas Tax on Films
New

Miami — Already one of the heaviest tax
paying groups in the state, Florida theatres are the object of two proposed bills
now before the state legislature, both of
which exhibitor
criminatory.
One

interests

charge

are dis-

of these bills, up for its first reading

last week, proposes to “levy an annual license tax on all persons, firms, partnerships, corporations or associations of persons engaged in the business of operating
two or more theatres in the state of Florida.” The other, a proposal which becomes
confiscatory in the case of numerous small
upstate houses, is an annual seat tax of
$1 per seat. This latter bill has not yet
been reported out of the finance and taxation committee.
This current biennial legislative session
has approximately three more weeks to
run.
Sparks Target of First Bill
It is generally conceded that the first
bill is the expression of a grudge against
the Sparks Theatres, more than 100 of
which are operated throughout Florida
under the direction of Col. E. J. Sparks.
This bill states in part: “Because of the
advantages accruing from the operation
of multiple theatres, wherever situated,
and because of the basic difference inherent in such character of operations,

Are

there is hereby levied an annual license
tax . . . for each theatre located in the
state and belonging to a group or chain
of theatres based on the number of theatres included in such group or chain and
included under the same general management, supervision, ownership or control,
whether operated in this state or not.”
(This would take in the local Miami DriveIn, a unit in the New England chain of
E. W. Loew) .
The proposed tax would be graded thus:
On groups up to five, $75 each; on groups
from 6 to 14, $150 each; from 16 to 24,
$300 each; from 26 to 39, $600 each; from
40 to 59, $1,000 each; 60 to 79; $2,000,
and for groups of more than 80, $3,500
each.
In the case of the Sparks theatres the
passage of these two bills would mean an
addition of more than $500,000 to the state,
county, city in ad valorem taxes and license fees now being paid. It is conceded
that the passage of either bill would mean
the closing of “marginal”
out the state.

houses

through-

In the cases of the two local chains.
Paramount Enterprises, Inc., and Wometco
Theatres, Inc., additional taxes which
would be made obligatory by the passage
of these bills would be well in excess of
$20,000

for each

organization.

The

“seat”

Orleans — Looking

for some

way

to

appease

oil and gasoline men who are demanding that the city tax of two cents
a gallon on gasoline be eliminated, City
Hall is considering placing an extra two
cents on each theatre admission ticket and
reviving

the

censorship

for a footage fee on
ious exchanges.

law

which

calls

all films in the var-

The gasoline tax netted $800,000 a year
for the city, a sum which was allotted to
WPA
projects and accordingly served to
bait an approximate three million dollars
from the federal government. With a
state election in the offing, WPA employes
are not being neglected as far as canvassing for retention of the assessment upon
some industry, in this instance the film
business.

tax would not, of course, apply to the
Miami Drive-In where patrons bring their
seats with them.
Failure to pay this annual tax is to be
deemed a misdemeanor, punishable by a
fine not to exceed $500 or by imprisonment for not more than six months, or
both

fine and imprisonment
tion of the court.

While

passage

of

at the discre-

either

bill is

not

thought to be likely, the Florida legislature is disconcertingly unpredictable, so
there are three uneasy weeks ahead.

You Ready for Summer
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towns, with the purpose
each of the defendant

See Griffith Action

The

As a Forerunner
(Continued

from

page

and effect of permitting
exhibitors to control or

monopolize the supply of feature pictures
able for exhibition in said towns.”

have

next

defendant

these distributors released 80 per cent
the rentals in Griffith towns.

of

“The defendant exhibitors have been
able to take over and operate numerous
theatres and keep other theatres closed in
said Griffith towns,” the 37th paragraph
of the petition states,
. by virtue of
control exercised by them over licenses of
feature pictures for exhibition in said
towns.”
After stating that prints of these films
are made in other states and transported
across state lines it sets for the alleged
violations as follows:
“39. For the past five years the defendant exhibitors have constituted a
combination with
each
other and
with
each
of the defendant
distributors to unreasonable restraint of interstate trade and commerce
in motion picture films
and to monopolize the first and second run exhibition of feature pictures and
the operation
of first and second run theatres in the Griffith
towns in violation of Sections 1 and 2 of the
Sherman Act in the following manner:
“40.

Said exhibitors have refrained from competing with each other in the acquisition and
operation of motion picture theatres in said
towns . . . 41. During each of the past five years
said exhibitors have collectively contracted with
each of the defendant distributors for all of the
feature pictures annually by requiring for exhibition at all of the theatres operated by them
in said towns, in advance of the production and
distribution of such feature pictures and before
such feature pictures or any
of them,
have
been
offered to any
other exhibitor in said
towns, with the purpose and effect of controlling
and
monopolizing the playing of feature pictures available for exhibition in said towns.
By said contracts said exhibitors have combined with each other to compel each of the defendant distributors to grant to all of them
in
all of said towns the following exclusive privileges
during the entire time they have operated theatres in said towns:

states

each of the past five years said distributors have uniformly granted to each of the
exhibitors, in each town where
they

operate theatres, the same clearance
ture pictures released by any of said
by means of which unfair action:

(b) Second run clearance on all of said feature pictures was exclusively granted to said
exhibitors in all of said towns that operated
second run theatres.
(c) Competing
exhibitors were
forced to
play all of said feature pictures that they
were permitted to license at such admission
prices and after the lapse of such periods
of time as the defendant exhibitors and the
defendant distributors agreed upon
as sufficient to prevent said competing exhibitors
from
attracting patronage away
from
the

It then

taken

exhibitors.”

states

that

such

actions

were

with the full knowledge of their effect upon competing situations and fur-

ther explains the definition
setup and its operation.

of a “circuit”

“Said circuit by the power acquired is now so
great that its continued existence will tend to
subject competing exhibitors in the Griffith towns
to other and additional restraint in violation of
the Sherman
Act,” the last paragraph
of this
section states, “Even if the foregoing restraints
are enjoined, unless said circuit buying power is
eliminated.”

Following this the “relief prayed” is set
forth in nine paragraphs as follows:
“1. That the combination in restraint of trade
and
commerce
together with
the attempt
to
monopolize and the monopolization of the same,
hereinbefore described, be declared illegal and a
violation of the Sherman
Act.
“2. That
them, and

the defendants herein, and
each of
each and all of their representatives,

(Continued

on

page

102)

“42.

(a) The
exclusive privilege of selecting
from the feature pictures released by said
distributors such feature pictures as said exhibitors deemed suitable for exhibition in said
towns, as and when
prints thereof became
available, before said pictures were released
to any other exhibitor in said towns.
(b) The
exclusive privilege of receiving
clearance on said feature pictures over competing theatres in said towns.
“43. The
foregoing exclusive privileges have
enabled the defendant exhibitors to unreasonably
restrain, suppress and entirely eliminate the competition offered by other theatres operating in
said towns in the licensing and exhibition of particular pictures by:
(a) Preventing them from obtaining enough
first class pictures for exhibition on any run
to operate their theatres successfully.
(b) Forcing them
to maintain admission
prices higher than those warranted
by the
quality of the entertainment they were able
to offer, that is, feature pictures previously
exhibited or rejected by the defendant exhibitors.
(c) Preventing them
from
showing
any
feature picture released by the defendant
distributors with first run clearance in any
of the said towns.
(d) Preventing them
from
exhibition of
any feature picture released by the defendant
distributor with second run clearance in any
of said towns where any of the defendant exhibitors operated one or more
second run
theatres.”

It then

charges

that

for the past

five

years, “all of the defendant distributors
have continuously combined with each
other and with each of the exhibitor defendants to unreasonably restrain interstate trade and commerce in motion picture films and to monopolize and attempt
to monopolize the various runs.
“During each of the past five years,” the 45th
paragraph states, “said exhibitors have collectively contracted with each of the defendant distributors for all of the feature pictures released
by them, which said exhibitors required for exhibition in said towns, in advance of the production and distribution of such feature films
and before such feature pictures or any of them,
have been offered to any other exhibitor in said
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FayCobb
the
J^LONG ette,
Ga.; Row:
R. E. Mrs.
Hook Lucille
and his
brother,
A. J. Hook, of Aliceville, Ala.
T. C. Lambdin
see for Amity.

is now

traveling

Tennes-

on all feadistributors,

(a) First run clearance on all of said feature pictures were exclusively granted to said
exhibitors in all of said towns.

defendant

A T 1IL AiTA

distributors

granted exclusive privileges of selection of top films while the 47th paragraph states:

“During

95)

paragraph

avail-

Hank Hearn, traveling in the Carolinas
for United Artists, was a visitor en route
to the convention in Los Angeles.
Collyar Phillips, from Dallas, is now at
his desk in the Atlanta branch of Sack
Amusement.
Mrs.

Willingham

Wood

of Washington,

Ga., and Mrs. Violet Edwards of Monticello, Ga., have acquired the Liberty Theatre at Pickens, S. C., from George Wilby.
Headed

by Sam

Moscow,

division mana-

ger, the Atlanta
delegation
Columbia’s
convention
in Atlanta
City to
May
8 to 11
includes W. W. Anderson, manager; J.
Sidney Laird, office manager; U. T. Koch,
B. A. Wallace and E. B. Foster, salesmen.
L. J. Duncan of West Point entertained
about 50 persons at a barbecue last week.
Shep Fields, orchestra leader, and his band,
which

were playing at Lanette, were a feature of the affair. J. U. McCormick of
Amity was among Atlantans present.
Frank

Sands,

formerly

with

WB.

is now

selling Surprise. W. B. Alexander, Surprise salesmen, recently returned from a
trip through northern Alabama.

AN ENGINEERING SERVICE
Right Here in the Southeast
As a further service to exhibitors and theatre
owners we offer engineering service and advice
including complete plans and specifications on
cooling systems, projection booth design, seating
plans, lighting, stage and drapery layouts, decorating and remodeling and any other feature of
architectural and engineering character.
A Wil-Kin
exhibitor.

service at absolutely

no

cost to the

Our engineers are theatre trained specialists with
years of theatre experience.

WIL-KIN

150 Walton St., ATLANTA
Phone WALnut 4613

321 S. Church. CHARLOTTE
Phone 8620
‘Everything

for the Theatre

Except

the Film’
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cuit through Alabama,
South Carolina.

and

Tennessee,

North

Lon M. Sparks and Sheldon P. Sparks
come on regularly from Texas to join their
brother in these semi-annual junkets.
They and the other Texans, Stubbefield
and Casey were the guests of Colonel and
Mrs. Sparks at their Miami Beach home
at the conclusion of the Havana cruise.
The group of 41 which went on the fourday fishing party from Stuart was the
largest ever to quit this mideast coast port.
This annual spring fishing trip is particularly planned for the season when
that master gamefish, the tarpon, is running, Colonel Crovo, who always acts as
Colonel Spark’s first mate
ing forays, explained.

Eleven

Cruisers

Take

on

these

fish-

Sparks

Party Into Gulf Stream

Proof the Tarpon

Miami — Eleven cruisers, including six
chartered boats out of Salerno, several
from Stuart and several private yachts,

Is Running —

Which season always brings forth Col. E. J. Sparks, president of the United
Theatres circuit, as host to his staff and other trade friends. ABOVE, front
row: Frank B. Sparrow, George L. Bennett, Robert R. Thomas, Mark A.
Dupree, William E. Roberts. Harry B Vincent, William A. Krause, Frank
B. Bell and Luther B. Cooper. Second row: J. Rex Farrior, Richard R. Montgomery, Jack Fitzwater, Col. John L. Crovo, Lon M. Sparks, E. J. Sparks,
Ernest Morrison, Vernon D. Hunter, Sheldon P. Sparks and Carl B. Casey.
Back row: Jess L. Clark, Harry Stubbefield. Alexander R. Ninninger , Paul
G. Robinson, Parish P. Peeler and Guy A. Kenimer.

were utilized to take the Sparks fishing
party out into the Gulf Stream. Tops in
the first day’s catch was the catch made
from the Diane on which Col. E. J. Sparks
went out. It included two sailfish. A
piscatorial “Believe It or Not” marked the
second day’s angling when four sailfish
were hooked at the same time! Another
interesting catch was a 400-pound shark
which was brought to boat after a twohour fight.

Miami — This year’s annual fishing trip,
an event which Col. E. J. Sparks arranges
each April for a group of his friends and
representative managers of United Theatres, started with four days of deep sea
fishing in the Gulf Stream off the Florida
coast at Stuart and concluded with a

These spring fishing parties have been
given annually for more than 20 years by
Colonel Sparks who is credited with being
a

Wednesday-through-Saturday holiday in
Havana. The party flew over and back

trip

was

taken

in

100

in

the

popularization

of

records
were

On the evening of the party’s arrival
in Havana, after taking off from Miami
in their specially chartered clippership,
they were entertained at dinner at the
Cosmopolita by Senor Garcia of the
Nationale Teatro. Following dinner Senor
Garcia staged a special performance at
his house for the visiting theatremen.

the

In the group which returned Saturday
from Havana were Col. John L. Crovo,
manager of the Arcade Theatre, Jacksonville; George L. Bennett, manager of the
Ritz, Ocala; Harry B. Vincent, manager
of the Rialto, Orlando; Lon M. Sparks and
Sheldon P. Sparks of Waco, Tex.; William A. Krause, manager of the Imperial,
Jacksonville; Vernon D. Hunter, manager
of the Beacham, Orlando; Robert R.
Thomas, city manager of West Palm
Beach; Richard R. Montgomery, manager Florida Theatre, West Palm Beach;
William E. Roberts, manager of the Florida, Gainesville; Paul G. Robinson, manager of the Florida and the Ritz, Hollywood; Mark A. Dupree, manager of the
Eustis; Jack Fitzwater, manager of the
Clearwater; Alexander R. Ninninger, manager of the Sunset and the Queen, Ft.
Lauderdale; Ernest Morrison, formerly
with Paramount and the United Theatres,
now on leave of absence; Luther B.
Cooper, manager of Ritz, Winter Haven;
Frank B. Sparrow, manager of Cocoa
Theatre; Parish P. Peeler, manager of the
Oakley, Lake Worth; Henry Stubbefield,
Waco, Texas; Guy A. Kenimer, manager
of the Florida in Jacksonville; Carl B.
Casey, Dallas, Texas; Frank B. Bell, man-

factor

Members of the party at Stuart
guests at the Pelican Hotel.

in a chartered Pan-American clippership.
This April holiday marks the spring
outing of this group which celebrates the
advent of autumn each year by a November hunting trip to Mexico. Last
spring’s fishing
Florida Keys.

big

Bimini where one or more world’s
are broken every season now.

The

host, Col. E. J. Sparks,

of United
ager

of the

Officials and personalities in the Havana entertainment world outdid themselves in extending hospitality to the visiting Floridians. Among other gestures
made to the party was the rearranging of
show schedules at four night clubs so that

president

Theatres.
Florida,

Ft. Myers;

Jess

L.

Clark, manager, Tampa, and J. Rex Farrior, Tampa, a legal counsel for the United
Theatres.
This group and Charles Warwick jr.,
Lake Worth; Locke Crumley, Harold
Cohn and J. H. Lipscomb, Jacksonville;
Frank I. Alig, Lakeland; Harry Botto,
Bradenton; Joseph Sparrow, Plant City;
R. B. Wilby, Jack Demestre, and E. T.
Brown, Atlanta; Fred Jack, Dallas; Robert
Sanford, Covington, Tenn.; Earl Auger,
New York; Erl Roman, Miami, and M. C.
Talley and Bayless B. Garner, Lakeland,
were on board the deep sea chartered
fishing cruisers. Credit for outstanding
catches was given to Colonel Sparks and
his brother, Sheldon P„ and to Jack,
Southern district manager for Warner
Bros., and

Wilby,

of the Wilby-Kincey

cir-

the
and

group could go from one to another
catch the entire performance at each.

Col . Cole Will Attend
New

York Allied Meet

Dallas — Col.

H.

A. Cole,

president

of

Allied States Ass’n, is soon to head east
again, mainly to attend the New York
Allied convention on May 23-25.
In the interim he expects to meet with
the boards of directors of the Indiana
body in Indianapolis, on May 16; the
Columbus, Ohio, unit on May 17, and the
Detroit directors on May 18.
Col. Cole had no further comment here
on the blanket government suit or the late
suit against the Griffith interests which so
far has bewildered the local film colony.
BOXOFFICE
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Southeastern
Meeting

Paramount’s division
/"NSCAR MORGAN,
r
manager out of New York, togethe
mandistrict
rn
southe
Wilkes,
Harold
with
this
ager, spent several days in Memphis
week with their local manager, Bill Bugie.

when

Al Pollock of St. Louis, representative
of the Stanley Frame Co. of New York, was
Naa guest of Bob Bostick, manager of
tional Theatre Supply Co. at the Variety
Club luncheon, Monday.
Earl Vandiver, exhibitor at Kennett, Mo.,
spent a couple of days in town this week
booking . . . Cliff Wallace, branch manager Ross Federal Service, is now driving
a brand new car.

Monogram Southern Exchange employes gave a steak fry Saturday night,
April 29, at Riverside Park, as a farewell
party to M. E. Wiman, their former branch
manager, and an initiation party to their
new manager, Mike Carmichael. About 20
The

people were there. Wiman goes to Atlanta
as assistant to John Mangham upon his
return from their convention in Chicago.
H. J. Spann, branch manager in New Orleans, and Charles Aiken, salesman, are
scheduled to arrive here Wednesday morning by car where they are to pick up
Wiman, Carmichael and Joe Jones, salesmen, and the five will drive to Chicago.
unconfirmed rumor is that B. R. McLendon, general manager of the Tri-State
Theatres of Atlanta, Tex., has purchased
a building in Lewisville, Ark., and will start
remodeling within the next few days for
a theatre. This is the first time there
has ever been a theatre in this town, which
is located a few miles from Stamps, Ark.,
where McLendon now operates a theatre.
An

Howard Dean, salesman for Paramount,
was married to Vida Woodson of Searcy,
Ark., on April 22 in Little Rock. They will
make their home in Little Rock, as Dean
covers the Arkansas territory.
Rud Lohrenz, Warner district manager,
was in Memphis a couple of days this
week. Both Warner salesmen were in town
BOXOFFICE

:: May
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John W. Mangham called his converging sales force into session at Nash-

ville.
Present in Nashville,
in Chicago, were:

as they

also were

Atlanta — Mangham; M. E. Wiman, circuit sales head; Fred Mathis, salesman;
Randall Bryan, salesman; P. H. Savin,

of exA. A. Schubart, RKO’s supervisor
change operations, together with Sol Sach,
days in
district manager, spent several
Memphis this week.

is
Ben Jordan, Universal salesman,
was
which
atch,
wristw
new
a
ting”
“strut
wife
given him as a birthday gift from his
Nelle McCalmon, contract clerk at
Shaw
Paramount, was married to Alfred
of Coffeeville, Miss., Saturday night, April
was
30, at Hernando, Miss. The wedding
scheduled for June, but it looks like they
stole the march on everybody.

Trails Chicago

Nashville — A southern sales meeting of
the southeastern Monogram
branches
trailed the annual convention in Chicago

at the
Monday, May 1, was Ladies day
ged
arran
was
am
progr
The
Variety Club.
on, branch
by Republic and W. M. Snels
the Day.’’ About
manager, was “King for at
the luncheon.
125 people were present

week
Charles Canfield was in town this
the
over
taken
had
he
that
d
advise
and
Ritz Theatre at McCrory, Ark., and would
theresume operation Friday, May 5. This
atre has been operated for some time by
G. W. Barber.

Monogram

vice-president and office manager.
Charlotte — M. L. Stevens, manager; W.
E. Osborne, salesman; J. E. McElroy,
salesman; O. S. Barnett, booker.
Memphis — W. G. Carmichael, manager;
Joe Jones, salesman.
New

Premiere

Orleans — J. Harry Spann, manager; W. C. Aiken, salesman; Buford
Stiles, booker.

Smiles —

Happy smiles were on the faces
John W. Mangham,
president
Monogram
franchise
ston,
Johnston
negotiate

of
of

- Southern, southeastern
owner, and W. Ray Johnpresident of Monogram, when
was in Atlanta recently to
the deal for the southern

premiere of “Streets of New
starring Jackie Cooper and
Spellman, at W.
Theatre here.

M.

for the sales meeting.
Louis.

Murray’s

Lohrenz

York,”
Martin
Rialto

left for St.

As a result of the Little Rock convention
very few Arkansas exhibitors were seen
along the Row this week. However, the
following were seen: J. R. Adams, Bruce,
Miss.; Jack Wilbanks, Walnut, Miss; Preston Vance, Crenshaw, Miss.; R. R. McCormick, Senatobia, Miss.; Mr. and Mrs.
R. B. Cox of Batesville, Miss.; Louise Mask,

HOT

Please turn to page 28 for particulars
of the Monogram convention lineup.

Theatre for Union. S. C.
Union, S. C. — All
and Aubrey B. Glas
eral manager, have
the remodeling of a
into a theatre.

States Theatres, Inc.,
and J. D. Luker, gensigned a contract for
business building here

Bolivar, Tenn.; Jack Marshall, Dyersburg,
Tenn.; R. B. Gooch, Selmer, Tenn.; Otis
Taylor, Dresden, Tenn.; J. W. Crabtree,
Clarendon, Ark.
The Avon Theatre, Booneville, Miss., is
now closed. It is reported that it is to
be reopened soon under new management.
Elsie M. Wagner, secretary and treasurer
of Film Transit, Inc., has returned from
a vacation in Chicago.

WEATHER

cooung'Vquipment
Don't Delay — Get Ready Now — Keep 'Em
Coming — Don't Drive 'Em Off
Immediate Delivery
NATIONAL FANS AND WASHERS
Used in Over 3.000 Theatres
See Us Now

for Prices, Sizes and Quick Deliveries

NATIONAL THEATRE SUPPLY CO.
ATLANTA

—

DALLAS

—

MEMPHIS — NEW ORLEANS
OKLAHOMA CITY

—

CHARLOTTE
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stage

Amity Wins a Serial
Texas Pact Suit
Dallas — Suit by Stage and Screen Productions, Inc., against Amity Film Exchange asking $12,000 damages for alleged breach of contract was decided in
favor of the defendant in Dallas district
court this week.
The contract signed in 1936 was for the
distribution in this territory of three
serials, “Custer’s Last Stand,” “The Clutching Hand” and the “Black Coin.”
Amity distributed the first serial, but
declined to accept the other two, according to testimony. Amity paid $6,000 for
the first serial, it was shown, but for the
other two the plaintiff asked damages.
The court held the contract was not
mutual because terms dictated by plaintiff were too specific. The court held further that the first serial was made before
the contract was signed and the last two
were not produced until after the signing.
The contract provided the producer could
change title, subject matter, story, cast
etc., and that the producer, in reference
to the last two serials, was not bound to
produce anything or deliver anything, the
court held, and further, that the contract
was not mutual according to proof made.
The court held the plaintiff hadn’t
proved damages as it still owned the two
serials which still had a market value in
this territory, and that provisions requiring the exchange to buy all advertising
and accessories from the producer was in
violation of the Texas anti-trust laws.
Louis
Weiss, Hollywood producer,
brought the suit to Dallas on behalf of

KING'S

FRONTS AND LOBBIES
pull them in.

NG'S of theindividualKItreatment
atre auditoriums please patrons inside.
See KING

for Theatre Remodeling and Re-vamping.
KNOWING HOW
SINCE 1910
PLANS FREE

ON REMODELING

KING

SCENIC

and

Screen.

Individuals

namea

with the Amity Exchange were Ed Blumenthal, and John Franconi who now own
the Monogram franchise for Texas.
The plaintiff was represented by J.
Manuel Hoppenstein and R. G. Carter of
Dallas and by Harold B. Lehrman of New
York. Mike Rice, well-known film
circuit attorney, represented Amity.

statement to Boxoffice: “A settlement is
now being negotiated with the probability
simul-

taneously by the local Monogram Exchange and will be handled in a new
manner as regards distribution. If these
negotiations do not go through the case
will be appealed.”
When mentioning “new manner” Weiss
referred to the possibility of “double serial”
in place of “double feature.”
Later in the day, Blumenthal, head of
the Monogram exchange, said the two
serials would be handled by his office.

20111/2 Jackson St.

THE
visual educational department of
the PTA has made arrangements for
films to be exhibited here in 1940, according to Safety Chairman E. S. C. Coppock. in charge of the placement work.
Jorge Negrete, Mexico City’s leading
baritone and film star, played a three-day
personal appearance at the National Theatre here last week. The actor -vocalist
also will be seen at the Azteca Theatre,
Houston, followed by engagements in Corpus Christi, Cotulla. Alice, Kingsville,
RobstowJi and other South Texas towns.
He is touring under the management of
J. J. Jimenez, Latin- American Film Exchange manager.
Casting their lines upon Corpus Christi
bay last Sunday were Mr. and Mrs. Eph
Charninsky and Miss Emily Williams of
the Interstate-Consolidated Theatre office here . . . Among the recent visitors
at the above city offices were Johnny
Smith, Metropolitan Theatre, Houston and
Louis Epstein of Hollywood.
Recent visitors at the Azteca office here
included Sam Schwartz, skipper of the
Azteca Theatre, Eagle Pass, and W. B.
Hardin of the National Theatre Supply
Co., Dallas, Tex.

Two Texans Win Trips to
Paris in Essay Contest
Dallas — Frank Weatherford, manager
of the Worth, Ft. Worth, and Miss Effie
Burkhalter of Amarillo were winners in

in the

ALO

31s s. harwood
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COOLING

BUFFALO

from

page

99)

“3.

...
be perpetually enjoined and
restrained from jointly or collectively negotiating
contracts for the licensing of feature pictures with any of the defendant distributors . . .
4. From
licensing feature pictures for exhibition
on any run at any theatre in any of the Griffith
towns, except upon
a
local competition basis
whereby all the operations in each of said towns
will have an equal opportunity to license pictures
for that area without regard to these theatres
or anj' of them constituting a part of a circuit
of theatres ...
5. ...
be dissolved and that
their respective properties be rearranged under
several separate and independent corporations in
such a
manner
as to terminate effectively the
aforesaid monopolistic control in the licensing
any

exhibition of motion pictures and prevent further violations of the Sherman Anti-trust Act and
said exhibitor defendants, their officers, directors, agents and representatives be required to
make
such divestiture and conveyance of their
stockholdings and properties as shall be necessary
in order to accomplish such dissolution.
that

the Metro Trip-to-Paris Contest for essays
on “Marie Antoinette.” Weatherford won

BUFF

(Continued

officers and directors, and each and all of their
respective agents, servants and employes, and all
persons attempting or claiming to act on behalf
of the defendants, or any of them, be perpetually
enjoined and restrained from continuing to carry
out, directly or indirectly, expressed or implied,
the attempts at monopolization, the monopolies
and all restraints of said interstate trade and
commerce
in motion pictures described herein,
and from entering into and carrying out, directly
or indirectly, expressly or implied, any monopolies or restrain of interstate trade and commerce
similar to those alleged herein, to be illegal.

and

JOB

CO.

As a Forerunner

and

Following the opinion plaintiffs announced they would appeal. Within a few
hours, however, Weiss made the following

that the two serials will be released

See Griffith Action

ENGINEERING

theatre

managers’

division.

EQUIPMENT
CO., INC.

Dallas. Texas

“6. That the Court appoint such receivers and
trustees as may
be necessary and appropriate to
effectuate a dissolution of the said exhibitor defendants and each of them' and of the aforesaid monopoly in the licensing and exhibition of
motion pictures.
“7. That the defendant exhibitors and each of
them be enjoined and restrained from acquiring
any
additional theatres or financial interests
therein, excepjt where they shall establish to the
satisfaction of this court that such acquisitions
will not unreasonably restrain competition or
create

or tend to create a monopoly in the licensing of feature pictures for first run or second
run exhibition or in the operation of first run or
second run exhibition or in any of the towns in
which they operate theatres.
“8. That the plaintiff shall have such other
further relief as the court shall deem just.
“9. That

the

plaintiff

recover

the

costs

and
and

disbursements."

The filing of the action did not come as
a complete surprise to Griffith officials
for they have been aware for several
weeks that government agents were in the
field conducting investigations and taking
testimony from independents as well as
conducting research at the various film
exchanges here.
“Since

we

knew

that

it was

coming

eventually we are glad that it has arrived,” one official told Boxoffice off the
record, “We will welcome a ruling by the
court so that we can then know just where
It is also felt here that one of the reasons for filing of the action against the
Griffith
we are.” setups was that it is an entirely
independent setup without any producer
or distributor affiliation.
Setup of the Griffith Amusement Company Is as follows: L. C. Griffith, president; Foster McSwain, vice-president; H.
J. Griffith, secretary; R. E. Griffith, assistant secretary; B. J. McKenna, assistant secretary; H. R. Falls, assistant gensurer.eral manager and H. M. Lowenstein, treaJn

Oklahoma

operates

Kiva,

the

the

Griffith

following

Amusement

theatres:

Ritz; Bartlesville — Odeon,

Company

Ada — McSwain,

Lyric, Liberty,

Rex;
Blackwell — Rivoli, Midwest;
Chandler—
H. & S.. Odeon; Duncan — Palace, Folly; Elk City
— Elk; Enid — Aztec, Criterion, Arcadia, Mecca,
Cherokee; Guthrie — Melba. State, Guthrie; Henryetta — Blaine, Morgan;
Hobart — Kiowa;
Hugo —
Erie, Ritz; Norman — Sooner, Varsity, University;
Oklahoma
City — Rialto;
Okmulgee — Orpheum,
Yale, Inca, Rex;
Seminole — Rex, State, Rialto,
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Ritz;

Shawnee — Bison,

— Aggie,

Mecca,

Criterion,

Avon;

Stillwater

Campus.

In Texas the firm operates at Borger — Rig, Rex,
Circle; Kermit — Kermit, Texas; Pampas — LaNora,
Rex, State; Wellington — Ritz, Texan and at Wink,
the Rig and Rex.
Consolidated Theatres, Inc. has L. C. Griffith as
president; McKenna
as vice-president; H. J. Griffith as secretary-treasurer, and R. E. Griffith as
assistant secretary. In Oklahoma
its operations
include: Altus — Empire, Delta, Ritz; Chickasha —
Washita, Rialto, Midwest, Ismo, Ritz; Claremore
— Yale, Palace; Clinton — Del Rio, Rialto; Cushing
— Punkin,
Paramount,
American;
Drumright —
Tower, Midwest, Rex; Frederick — Ramona,
Ritz,
Grand; Holdenville — Grand, Dixie, Liberty; Hominy— Ritz; Mangum — Temple, Greer, Rialto; Oklahoma City — Reno; Ponca City — Poncan, Murray,
Ritz; Sapulpa — Yale, Empress;
Sayre — Ute, Rio;
Vinita — Lyric, Aztec; Wewoka — Ket, Paramount,
State and three theatres in El Reno, Okla.
In Texas Consolidated operates at Cleburne, the
Yale and Palace; Goldsmith, the Ector; Lubbock,
the Palace, Lindsey and
Texan;
Midland, the
Yucca, Ritz and Rex, and at Sunray, the Sunray.
In partnership arrangements
following companies:
(a) Lowenstein
Ritz, Paramount,

Theatres
Rex.

(b) Walmut
Amusement
Princess, Walmur.
(c) W.
Chief.
(d)

J.

Moore

at
Co.

Theatre

at

it

operates

Ardmore,
at

the

Tivoli,

Bristow,

the

Fairfax,

the

Tall

Wade-Tex
Theatres at Gainesville,
jestic, Plaza, Ritz and Texan.

the

Ma-

(e) Coleman
Interests at Miami, the Coleman
and Glory-B.
Westex Theatres, Inc. has R. E. Griffith as
president; F. L. Stocker as vice-president; R. I.
Payne as secretary-treasurer, and B. J. McKenna
as assistant treasurer.
In New
Mexico it operates the Yam
and Kiva
at Portales and in Texas has the following operations:
At Ballinger — Texas, Palace; Belton — Beltonian,
Beltex; Brady — Brady, Palace; Burkburnett — Palace, Tex; Clarksville — Avalon, State and Colonial;
Georgetown — Palace and Ritz; Gonzales — Crystal;
Hereford — Star; Lampasas — LeRoy and Rio; Lockhart— Baker;
Luling — Princess; Merkel — -Queen;
Odessa — Lyric and
Texas;
Plainview — Granada,
Fair and Texas; Sansaba — Palace; Spur — Palace
and Spur; Stamford — Grand and Ritz and at Winters— State and Queen.
R.

E. Griffith Theatres, Inc. has R. E. as president; Stocker as vice-president; Payne as secretary-treasurer, and McKenna
as assistant treasurer, and in New
Mexico operates the following
locations: Alamogordo — White
Sands
and
Alamento;
Carlsbad — Cactus and Cavern; Clovis —
Lyceum, Mesa and Plains; Conchas Dam — Conchas;
Deming — Luna;
Eunice — Lea; Gallup — Chief and
Navajo; Hobbs — 'Reel and Rig; Jal — -Rex; Lovington — Mesa, and at Rockwell — Yucca and Pecos.
In Texas
it operates at Olney the
Olney, Princess and at Post the Garzo.

Westex,

With
it is affiliated the Long-Griffith Theatres operating the following locations in Texas:
Alvin — Alvin; Bay
City — Franklin and Colonial;
El Camp — Floyds and Liberty; Texas City — Jewel
and Texas; Victoria — Rita and Queen, and
at
Wharton
the Queen.
Another
affiliation, Griffith- Arizona
Theatres,
Inc., operates the following locations in Arizona:
Ajo — Oassis; Benson — Benson;
Bowie — B o w i e;
Coolidge — San Carlos; Duncan — Duncan;
Elroy —
Elroy; Florence — Isis; Hayden — Rex;
McNary —
Rivoli; Pima — Pima; Ray — Iris; Safford — Safford
and
Ramona;
Springerville — El
Rio; Sonora —
Juarez; St. Johns — Ritz; Superior — New Upton and
at Willcox, the Willcox.

The Griffith Brothers began their theatre business at San Marcos, Texas, and
in 1917 at Fairfax and Yale, Okla., and
in the last 22 years have acquired the
forenamed properties as well as others unaffected by the action.
A great part of the setup is a partnership arrangement proposition whereby the
firm buys an interest in a local setup, improves it and operates it under an operating contract with the other party to the
partnership remaining as city manager
and retaining his interest in the setup.

Readies
Gtintersville,

Roadshows
Ala. — Preparations

have

been completed by James W. Trippe, manager of Affiliated Roadshow Attractions
here, for roadshow units on “Our Scarlet
Daughters” to tour Alabama, Georgia and
Tennessee. Other units for other territories are contemplated, as they also are
for other attractions.
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A Formal Denial for
Complaint Changes
Miami — Denial

of

the

several

motions

for striking out certain portions of the
complaint filed in the current anti-monopoly suit in district federal court here
has been formally issued by Judge John
W. Holland.
There was one exception to this otherwise blanket denial: Judge Holland ruled
that attorneys for plaintiffs should specify
the exact manner in which the two independent theatres (the Cameo and the
Surf on Miami Beach) have suffered
damages in the actual market value of
their theatre properties as a result of
the alleged monopolistic conditions said
to have been brought on by Wometco
Theatres, Inc., Paramount Enterprises,
Inc., and major distributors.
The original complaint stated that the
Cameo had been damaged in its market
and actual value in the amount of $75,000; and the Surf, in the amount of
$50,000. Subsequent losses since the opening of the theatres have totaled $3,000
weekly, the complaint states. With triple
damages asked, this will make the total
figure $500,000 before trial is completed.
Answers to the original complaint are
due from defendants on or before May 9.
Independents From Other
Want Copies of Complaint
Miami

— Legal

Areas

representatives

of inde-

pendent theatres throughout the middle
west, the south and from Pennsylvania,
Vermont and West Virginia have written
counsel for the two independent Miami
Beach houses, the Cameo and the Surf,
for copies of the complaint filed for them
against two local organizations. Paramount
Enterprises, Inc., and Wometco Theatres,
Inc., and the major producers, charging

PI

III A

pOLLOWING the closing of his Miami
office this week, Col. E. J. Sparks, president of the United Theatres, Inc., will
be in Jacksonville briefly before he goes
on to his summer home at Asheville, N. C.
Oils, ivatercolors and wash drawings created by a group of artists from the Fleischer Studios are currently on exhibition at
the local Federal art galleries in the Miami
Woman’s Club. The exhibition of
vasses, many of which have been
since the studio’s removal from New
to Miami last autumn, is open to the
eral public until mid-May.

candone
York
gen-

Fishing trips will be alternated with golf
matches on the summer sports schedule of
Paramount managers and executives.
Members of this group teed off for their
first session this season on fairway and
green Wednesday.
An

observer noted recently this amusingly “relative” and feminine setup on a
double bill at Key West’s Monroe Theatre :
“Four Daughters” and “The Sisters.”
Somewhat irrelevant, however, was the fea-

violation of the Sherman
and the Clayton act.

anti-trust law

In each instance the attorneys volunteered the information that they were preparing to file similar suits. A New Orleans attorney wrote that he had contacted the department of justice about an
action he expected to file in the name of
independent operators throughout the
state of Louisiana. Another, from a midwestern metropolis, wrote that following a
visit to this city by an assistant attorney
general, he was preparing to file a complaint similar to the one now in the district
court in Miami.

A Hospitalization Plan
For Wometco Employes
Miami

— Announcement

of a

new

free

hospitalization plan for Wometco Theatre employes is made by Mitchell Wolfson
and Sidney Meyer. Effective immediately,
this plan applies to any full time employe
who has been with the organization for
a year or more.
Hospitalization expenses up to and including 14 days, operating room and ambulance expense are included in benefits
to those who have been with Wometco
Theatres for a year or more. Hospitalization up to and including 21 days, and
X-ray expense in addition to operating
room and ambulance charges are to be
given to employes of ten years’ standing.
Funds to provide for this free hospitalization are being allocated from the
Wometco Theatres Charity Fund so there
is no expense or premium collected from
employes.
Tire plan will be administered by a board
to include either Mr. Wolfson or Mr. Meyer
and two employes to be selected by ballot.
Nominations for these two trustees are being made at staff meetings at all the
Wometco houses this week. The individual
receiving the highest number of votes will
serve on the board for two years; the second highest, for one year.

PI
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ture at a special 10:30 performance

that

same evening. It was “Slaves in Bondage.”
Representing the industry on the airways last week was Dave Fleischer from
the local Fleischer Studios. He Clippershipped over and back to Havana last
weekend.
Application is being filed by Dade county
commissioners for federal funds with which
to construct a $600,000 auditorium, with
seating capacity of 5,000. Two proposed
locations are named in the application,
one on the bayfront and the other on N. W.
Seventh Ave. at 28 th St. This proposed
auditorium has been under discussion for
some time, having the concerted support
and approval of local musicians.

The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Quality Theatre
191 2%

Morris

Equipment

Ave.

BIRMINGHAM,

& Supplies
Phone

ALA.

3-8665

S
102-A

"Deserves
men went to Edstate
mond last theatre
week to attend the funeral

J^JANY

of “Pop” Spearman, one of the oldtimers
of the state theatre business who with his
operated the only two houses in Edmond, a few miles north of Oklahoma City.
He was a former MPTO
president. His
son, Bill, will continue to operate the two
houses, we understand.

son

Griffith

Amusement

Co.

at

last

has

opened the new 450-seat house, the Campus, at Stillwater, making it three houses
there. Claude Leachman is city manager
and partner.
Dudley Tucker, with the Columbia poster department, has finally announced he
will marry that young lady he has been
courting for quite a spell. The wedding is
set for June.

sou?id, rebuilt projectors and
The house opens this week.
Turner

Morrisett,

at Claremore,

put

manager
over

a

260

chairs.

of the Yale

big Style

Re-

view at his house when he presented “Four
Girls in White.” Thorough cooperation
from all Claremore merchants was secured for the show.
Doji “Hi-Fi” Davis reports the following RCA sales: The Booth at Rich Hill,
Mo.;

American at Guymon, Okla.; Empress at Waurika, Okla.; new Coronado
in Warr Acres at Oklahoma City; the
Grand at Siloam Springs, Ark., and the
Princess at Tishimingo, Okla.

Harry Nolan of Texas in town visiting
T. B. Noble jr., State Theatre manager
director.

the Cake"

Vernon, Tex. — Effective and consistent
work in theatre management on the part
of Jimmie Allard of the Vernon Theatre,
brought the following comment editorially
in the Vernon Times :
“Jimmie Allard, manager of the Vernon
Theatre, deserves the cake when it comes
to getting out stunt advertising for his
shows. For nearly 20 years now, from
our office window we have watched the
advertising work of different managers
of the Vernon Theatre. Each one of the
different managers carried out his own
particular ideas for advertising pictures.
But our hat goes off to Jimmy for his
unique tricks. Work, to Allard and his
assistants, is one of the least obstacles
in their way when it comes to carrying
out some scheme. Only this week, a part
of two

days

was

spent

in erecting

what

was
Red Slocum was in town with his staff
to celebrate something or other. Red has
the El Caro at El Reno, Okla. With Red
on the tour of our night spots, was his
wife, Delois Mayo, his cashier; Hollis
Herod, projectionist, Bill Hendrix, ad man
and Tommy Taylor, chief of service.
A birthday goes on the records for
Elaine Fonville, State Theatre cashier.
Pat Patchen, Standard Theatres ad
man, wrestling with some sinus troubles.
He won the bout eventually .
Joe

H.

Cooper,

president

of Standard,

is due

in town within the week, accompanied by Joe Phillipson, his general manager. E. Paul Phillips also is expected in
shortly. Bert Turgeon, Standard booker
here, is expected to return with Cooper
to the New York City office to supervise
all booking there when
Cooper and
Phillipson finish their local inspection.
George Sumner sold Max O. Philips for
his new theatre at Coyle, Okla., complete

$2.000— Not $12,000

Clair E. Hilgers, Republic southern district manager, in town getting things set
for “Man of Conquest”
at the State.

Your Oklahoma correspondent is mighty
good in general in his writeups, so in
connection with the two items mentioning
me

I feel that the errors were purely accidental. I suppose I should feel good in

getting a writeup saying that I was spending $12,000 remodeling my Blue Moon
Theatre here, but I will have to admit the
truth — which is that this is only a little
cotton town of 1,730 people and the actual
amount spent (through the courtesy of the
Lindsay bankers) was $2,000.
The second item referred to “Harry
Waldron’s State Theatre at Harrah.” I
did not know that there was a theatre in
Harrah. I have no connection with it, of
course.
Would greatly appreciate your correction
of the above points by printing this letter.
Yours sincerely, HARRY
WALDRON , Blue
Moon Theatre.

102-B

this week

public’s

attention

‘Honolulu.’

E. B.

Coleman,

doing

publicity

Southern states for M-G-M,
for a day calling on friends.

in

17

also in town

Another visitor during the Southwest
Dental Congress here was Lester Sack of
the Sack Amusement Co., Dallas, with Dr.
Abraham Romansky
child of St. Louis.

and

Dr. Aaron

Rots-

Promotioji — Spence Pierce, who manages the Midwest had all the autos and
doorknobs tagged with green tags “Warning! Pm From Missouri and I’ll Show you
this is swell entertainment,” of course
plugging Bob Burns picture of the same
name running at the Midwest. Same house
also is distributing “Confessions of a Nazi
Spy” leaflet, although film isn’t set for
two weeks.
We

glad

want

to thank

girls who

wrote

the many

film boys

us after our note sug-

gesting that they do so. We’ll always be
to hear from you with either news

of what you're doing or what’s on your
mind. Address ’em to Ernest W. Fair,
Box 4547, Oklahoma City, Okla.
Finally, a personal note about ourselves.
Starting some day this week we are going
on the radio with a daily 15 minute movie
program over KOCY; have pity though,
for it’s our first experience. It’ll have a
local sponsor and no connection with
Boxoffice; strictly movie fan stuff.

Howell

Wins

Dallas — Tommy
Theatre
national

Contest

Howell

of

the

to

a

picture

called

”

Barrett C. Kiesling Pays
Santone

Bill Underwood, Claude Ezell and Ned
E. Depinet came in for a few days stay.

and
Lindsay, Okla. — In your April first and
April 22 issues of Boxoffice for this territory my name was mentioned in the Oklahoma news column.

opening

supposed to be a thatched hut depicting a Honolulu home. All this was worked
out by Jimmie and his crew to call the

a Third Visit

San Antonio — Hollywood’s “ambassador of good will,” Barrett C. Kiesling, assistant publicity director of M-G-M
studios, who has lectured before clubs and
schools in every state in the union, and
author

of the text book, “Talking Pictures,” a volume in motion picture appreciation used in Texas senior high
schools, paid his third visit to the Alamo
City as the guest of the San Antonio
Motion Picture Council at a luncheon in
the Pan-American Room of the Gunter
Hotel.
Mrs. J. K. Beretta is president of the
council, which boasts some 20 leading
women’s

organizations

in the Mission

City.

To Disney lor Film
Disney, Okla. — Doc Merman, director
of Majestic Pictures, Inc., Hollywood; Alan
Kadden, associate director, and Joe
O’Donnell, playwright, are here to begin
plans for filming a picture. Disney is a
boom town near
Dam Project.

the PWA’s

Grand

River

n"
"White Woma
Handl
Dallas —e"White Woman,”
Paramount
production starring Carole Lombard,
Charles Laughton and Charles Bickford,
is being distributed by Sack Amusement in
conjunction with Max Heine Attractions.
It has been booked by Interstate for all
of its key city houses.

Bison

here won first prize in Metro’s
short subject contest for his ex-

ploitation of Robert Benchley’s “How to
Raise a Baby.” He will receive his choice
of a seven-day all-expense trip via American Airlines to either the company’s
studios in Hollywood or to the New York
World’s Fair.

Cooling lor Three
Mission, Tex. — Three links in the R. N.
Smith theatre chain, including the Mission
here, are being remodeled preparatory to
the installation of new cooling equipment.
The others include the Plaza, Donna, and
the Rio, Raymondville.
BOXOFFICE

:: May

6, 1939

New
J^EMMEL YOUNG of Hope has been made
manager of the Saenger and Rialto theatres, Malco houses, in that city. The
appointment was recently made by M. S.
McCord, secretary-treasurer of the Malco
Theatres, Inc. Young, who is only 21, has
been assistant manager at Hope since
January 1, and has been serving as acting manager recently. He is the son of
Mrs. S. R. Young. First starting with the
old Paramount-Publix Corp. in 1929, he
later moved to Kansas City where he was
graduated from high school and attended
the University of Missouri. He returned to
Hope for the Saenger and Rialto theatres
under M. A. Lightman jr„ who was then
city manager for the Malco houses.
The Gem at Nashville will he completed
within a few weeks, it is announced . . .
Mr. and Mrs. J. Y. Woodson of Searcy
announce the marriage of their daughter,
Vida, to Howard L. Dean, Memphis, Tenn.,
on Monday, April 22. Dean is Paramount’s
representative for Arkansas . . . The Majestic, Stuttgart, has recently installed a
new Neon sign in front . . . Jack Kirsch,
owner of three theatres in Chicago, was
in Ft. Smith recently for a visit with his
friend, George Hernreich. Kirsch is president of the Independent Allied Theatres
in Chicago.

Baxley and Harris Will
Expand Premium Unit
Dallas — L. C. Baxley

and

Buddy

Harris

are expanding their Coulter Premium deals
from the office they opened here a few
months ago. Baxley started the line here
about two years ago and this year was
joined in the enterprise by Harris. A
Coulter chinaware deal is one of their
current offerings.
This product has been used by the
Tower, Corpus; Ritz, Big Spring; Rialto,
Laredo; Rialto, Denison; Palace, San
Marcos; Palace, Seguin; Texas, Palestine;
Texas, Sherman.
Baxley and Harris are widely known
over the southwest. The former is a veteran in film sales and the latter in screen
advertising.

Record

Business in Texas

For
"Man of Conquest"
Dallas — Record business is being

gar-

nered by Republic’s “Man of Conquest”
throughout Texas. At Madisonville all
records were broken in R. B. Weatherall’s
Plaza Theatre. Outstanding business was
reported by Mart Cole of Rosenberg and
by the Paramount at Amarillo.
The fine showing made by the film has
brought it bookings by all circuits, and on
preferred time, with requests for dates
continuing in gratifying volume.

Stanley Renovates at Beebe
Beebe,

Ark. — Horace

Stanley,

operator

of the Beebe, has installed new seats, projection equipment and carpet and has redecorated the lobby.
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Austin — Republic’s

“Man

Honor
of Conquest”

has achieved the status of a resolution in
the Texas house of representatives. Presented by Rep. Ross Hardin and adopted
by the house, the resolution reads:
WHEREAS,
The screening- of a film entitled
“Sam Houston, Man
of Conquest” will shortly be
shown in the Theatres of Texas; and
WHEREAS,
This picture teems with facts and
circumstances
surrounding
Sam
Houston,
the
Man
of Conquest and is a historical presentation
of the life of this illustrious statesman; and
WHEREAS,
The
be a
delight, as
Texan; and

witnessing of this picture will
well as instructive to every

WHEREAS,
The portrayal of the character,
habits and
life of this illustrious statesman,
scholar and patriot presents an opportunity for
every school boy and girl in Texas to enlarge their
field of knowledge
and gain inspiration from
seeing this picture, now, therefore,
BE
school

IT

RESOLVED,
By the House
of Representatives, that every citizen of Texas, including
children, avail themselves of the opportunity to see one of the most outstanding, educational pictures presented during our generation.

two successive days and C. A. O’Neil is in
St. Louis trying to raise money to pay off
his 50 employes. The track cost $45,000
to build. Everybody who attempted to
operate the track lost money.

Meets in N. Orleans
Orleans

—

The

second

of

six

regional meetings between M-G-M office
managers, bookers, checking supervisors
and home office representatives was held
at the Roosevelt Hotel here in a two-day
conference over routine office methods.
Th first session was held in Washington,
with another over the weekend in Kansas
City and sessions in San Francisco, Chicago and New York to follow this month.
Home office representatives included
Alan F. Cummings, in charge of branch
operations, who presided, Charles K.
Stern, William Brenner, Harold Postman,
Parke D. Agnew and Mike Simons.
Delegates from five exchanges attended
the meeting. From Atlanta were Thomas
E. Lucy, office manager, Sam B. Perloff
and Harris B. Wynn.
From Dallas were Anthony V. Philbin,
G. Leroy Whittington and Vernon L.
Smith.
The Oklahoma City branch sent Lloyd
W. Royalty, office manager, and Roy M.
Avery jr.
Memphis was represented by Thomas B.
Kirk, office manager, James F. Heard and
Clifton B. Peck jr.
The local branch delegates included Eldon F. Briwa, office manager, Hypolite A.
Arata, John G. Simpson and Herbert L.
Schlesinger.

Dallas Exchange Opened
For Spanish Features
Dallas — Miss

Bessie

Emanuel

of

New

Illinois Anti-Dual Measure
Draws Newspaper Fire
Oklahoma

City — “What!

No

Double

Features Today?” was the caption on an
Oklahoma City Times editorial last week,
which stated as follows: “The Illinois
legislature is giving serious consideration
to a bill to prohibit the showing of double features in motion picture theatres.
It seems out of line for an assembly of
legal minds to tackle a problem so trivial.
One feature picture is all that anybody
ought to see at one sitting, but the fact
remains that millions of people prefer
double features, and it would be denying
them a measure of personal privilege to
bar them from the screen. Double features are presented in theatres all over
Oklahoma and everywhere. The houses
where double features are shown usually
are crowded as much as the single feature houses. It would be as reasonable to
ask the legislature to prohibit half the
people from wearing long underwear because the other half prefers the short kind.
However, when the theatres supply the
lawmakers with season passes, such regulatory acts generally die quickly.”

AIR CONDITIONING
SEE
Los

Angeles is here opening an office for the
distribution of all-Spanish pictures and
has located on the third floor of the Film
Exchange Bldg.
Her organization is called the Foreign
Film exchange, with branches also in
Mexico City and Los Angeles.
The Dallas office will serve Texas,
Oklahoma,
rado.

Miss Marguerite Johnson, ex-secretary
to the Harrison interests (pictures) , is
now the wife of Joe Brown who leads the
Gentlemen of Rhythm orchestra which
recently appeared in the St. Charles Hotel.
She made the trip to Atlanta to have the
ceremony performed . . . Sales of radio
time advertising in Louisiana in March
were 111 per cent higher than in February and 29.3 per cent more than in
March, 1938. A year ago sales increased
23.5 per cent in March over February.
The dog racing track in St. Bernard
parish has folded after a hilarious run of

Second of Six Metro

New

gIGN on the marquee of a downtown
theatre: “Mama Runs Wild With Mary
Boland” . . . H. C. Buckwalters, Altec
Theatre Service, is now the half owner of
a brand new baby which arrived at his
home last week. Cigars were passed
around to denizens of the Row.

Mexico, Florida and Colo-
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Vancouver Againsi
Fast Time Move

35 British Films Were

Vancouver — The motion picture industry
of Vancouver is united in opposition to a
proposed plebiscite to be held in connection with a civic by-election on May 10
to decide on a daylight-saving by-law.
Frank Gow, suburban theatre director for
the Famous Players, was emphatic in his
statement that the closing of the theatres
an hour earlier than the existing time
would

so seriously affect audience attendance that they might be obliged to close
three or four suburban houses as people,
generally, attend evening performances
after dark. He concurred in a statement
that the whole thing was being fathered
by interests who would materially benefit
by increasing the public’s leisure in the
afternoon at the expense of that in the
morning. Hugo Ray, Beacon Theatre, was
another voiceful opponent and the opposition of the motion picture industry, including the projectionists, was backed by
the Vancouver Trades and Labor Council,
the Teamsters Local Council and others.
The arguments on both sides were hot,
heavy

and, at times, acrimonious. A plebiscite on the same question in 1932 was
defeated by 2 to 1.

Eastern
Again

Canadian
Have

Cities

Fast Time

Toronto — Daylight saving time went
into effect for another year in a number of cities and towns in eastern Canada
when the clocks were put ahead one hour
on April 30, the municipalities including
Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Hull, Belleville, Brockville, Guelph, Hamilton, Kingston, Niagara Falls, St. Catharines and
Welland.
Other cities will follow suit on subsequent dates, the change in time being effective in Peterborough on May 20 and in
Sudbury on June 4. The City of London
in western Ontario will continue on standard time throughout the summer as usual.

Port Colborne Again Has
Theatre ; Opened May 1
Toronto — The town of Port Colborne,
at the mouth of the Welland Canal on
Lake

Erie, has a theatre once more to replace the one destroyed by fire last winter. On May 1 the Strand Theatre, seating 795, was opened there by Theatre
Holding Corp. under the management of
Sydney Burton.
The Strand, which is entirely new
throughout and has a simplified modernistic design, is equipped with Northern
Electric sound system, Simplex projectors,
Canadian Alco air conditioning installation and opera chairs made by the Interior Hardwood Co. of Kitchener, Ont.
The Theatre Holding Corp., which now
operates 34 theatres in the Province of
Ontario under the supervision of Raymond
Allen, will have further expansion on
June 1 with the scheduled opening of the
new Strand Theatre in Tillsonburg, a
center in the thriving
district of the Province.
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::

May

tobacco-growing

6, 1939

rs' Tax
OntarioBidMayo
Right
Opposed

Imported in 1938

K

Toronto— Figures ol the customs division of the department of national
show that 35 British features

revenue
were

imported

into

the

Dominion

dur-

ing the calendar year of 1938, or approximately the same as the 1937 total. The figure for 1939 will be lower,
it is expected.

Ottawa — Strenuous
taken

objection

has

been

by organized bodies of the Canadian Capital to the renewed proposal of

the Ontario Mayors Ass’n for permissive
legislation by the Ontario legislature for
the collection of an amusement tax up to
20 per cent of the face value of admission
tickets by the respective municipalities,
this levy to replace the Provincial assessment which was abolished June 1, 1937.

Amended Equipment
Tariffs Confirmed

The

Ottawa

Allied

Trades

and

Labor

Ass’n

has unanimously adopted a resolution voicing unqualified opposition to a
revival of the amusement tax in any form
and

Ottawa — Amended and reduced tariffs
on projection machines of both theatre
and portable type with or without sound
equipment, screens, spotlights, light effect machines, arc lamps, rectifiers, generators and complete parts of all thereof
imported into the Dominion are consolidated as Item 427h of the Canadian tariff
schedule which was included in the
changes effected with the bringing down
of the budget by Hon. Charles Dunning,
minister of finance, in the House
mons, Ottawa. The duty of such
from the United States is given in
list at 15 per cent which confirms

of Comimports
the new
the rate

fixed in the trade treaty effective January 1 last, the former duties on these devices ranging from 15 to 37 V2 per cent.
British preferential treatment on this
equipment from Great Britain provides for
duty free entry into Canada.
Likewise the budget revision provides a
tariff rate of 10 per cent on imports from
the U. S. A. under Item 462b of 35mm motion picture cameras for use by professional producers having studios in Canada and parts for such cameras, as compared with duty-free preference on imports from the United Kingdom and 15
per cent general tariff on imports from
other countries.
On
from

the other

hand

there

is an

increase

25 to 27 V2 per cent on imports

from

the United States of phonographs, gramophones and finished parts, disc or cylinder
records and mechanical organs and pianos
for use in theatres, halls and otherwise.
This is listed under new Item 597a. The
duty on
Kingdom

such imports from the
remains at 15 per cent.

United

No change has been made in the duties
on imports from any countries of moving
picture films, either positive or negative,
in any width, these having been reduced
in the trade agreement with the United
States to remain effective for a period of
three years and to continue thereafter
until six months from the date on which
either country shall have given notice to
the other government of intention to
terminate the pact.
Also effective with the bringing down of
the budget was the abolition of the special
three per cent excise tax on all items from
the United States listed in the agreement
and

on a considerable number of additional articles such as advertising acces-

condemning the suggestion that municipalities should be given the right to
impose a local tax.
The

Central Council of Municipal Associations, representing taxpayers in the
various wards, has also rejected a proposal that support be given a move for a
city amusement tax and called upon the
Ottawa city council to make a further reduction in present taxation because of
grants received
ernment.

Scream

from

the provincial

gov-

Foils Holdup

Attempt at Delhi
of

Toronto — Mrs. Richard D’Hondt, owner
the Delhi Theatre at Delhi, Ont.,

screamed

so lustily when a bandit attempted to rob her as she sat in the boxoffice of the theatre that he took to his
heels and fled although he had flashed a
revolver

to scare the exhibitor

into hand-

ing over the night’s receipts.
An unsuccessful attempt to break into
the Arcadian Theatre in downtown Toronto was made by two men, Michael
Stefanyk and Vernon Kennedy, who were
captured on the roof of the building by
two police officers after they had tried to
pry open a window. In county criminal
court. Manager Stanley Hamer testified
that he found fresh jimmy marks on the
window frame and a jimmy which fitted
the marks was found near the men on
the roof. The judge refused to believe
their story that they were looking for the
girl friend of one of the
manded them for sentence.

men

and

re-

sories. The sales tax of eight per c&nt
continues to be applied on practically all
imports from the U. S. despite the agitation that such levy be materially reduced
or wiped out. Neither the sales tax nor
excise tax is applied to imports from the
United Kingdom and it was held that further reduction of charges on goods from
the U. S. A. would have the effect of cutting down British preferential treatment.
Further, the Dominion government needs
the revenue because the Minister predicted
a deficit of $60,000,000 for the current
fiscal year ending March 31, 1940. The
cancellation of the three per cent excise
levy had been planned
action was delayed.

for April 1 last but
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The Quebec Board
And How It Works
Montreal — The Province of Quebec
Board of Censors of Moving Pictures — to
give it its full title in English — though
much abused and much criticised, with
what from a motion picture industry
point

of view appears to be ample justification, is, nevertheless a
painstaking,

hard-working institution, and not too well
paid. Viewing on an average over 4,000
films a year, including shorts, the members, or at least two of them, sit every
morning in the week, except Sunday, and
frequently in the afternoons too. For this,
the chairman, Arthur Laramee K. C., received $2,500 a year, and the other two
members, J. C. Macdiarmid and T. A. McArthur, are paid $1,500 each. Mr. Lar-

amee

and

Catholics,
testant.
The

Mr.
and

McArthur

Mr.

are

Macdiarmid

Roman

is a Pro-

staff consists of a secretary,

an in-

spector, a “cutter,” (of films) and a censor of posters. The office is a suite in the
basement of the old Courthouse on St.
James St., and there the members sit
daily from 9 a. m. to 1:30 p. m., and often
later, to comply with the regulation which
insists that all films — even trailers, must
be viewed and passed by at least two
members.
Feature films
six to 11 reels,
viewing on the
In a recent 12

as a rule consist of from
and the censors count on
average six reels an hour.
months, they passed 4,000

films

of which nearly 1,000 were “modified,” and banned 70.
To aid them in their judgement, the
Censors frequently call for assistance from
the priests of the Roman

Catholic

Arch-

bishop’s parish, and from such outstanding Protestant clergymen as the Very Rev.

TORONTO.

Archdeacon

A. P. Gower-Rees,

Rector

of

St. George’s Anglican Church, or the Very
Rev. Archdeacon J. M. Almond (“Father
John” to the boys overseas) of Trinity
Memorial Church, also Anglican. From
time to time, as required, a prominent
Rabbi is called in. Expert interpreters
also are asked to elucidate when foreign
language expressions puzzle the censors.
Tire interpreter, often the consul of the
country concerned, is asked to view the
film, translate the script, and offer an
opinion

as to whether any part is objectionable to his countrymen. The censors

do not bind themselves to act on the suggestions of any of these authorities, but
they are closely guided by what they read
of new films in motion picture trade magazines, and, in particular, by the reports
of the United States League of Decency,
and the bulletins of the censor boards in
Great Britain, Australia, Pennsylvania,
to name the most severe, and other places.
Playing no favorites, the members feel
they can relax a little when films starring
Shirley Temple, or even Mickey Mouse, are
shown.
Secret regulations,
known
as a attitude
“Code,”
determine
the censors
in their

JJOWARD
KNEVELS, veteran manager
of the Famous Players’ chain, drew
country-wide publicity when he was the
victim of a holdup in which two gunmen
secured $1,200 after beating him up. During his career he has been manager of
the Toronto Imperial, the Capitol and
Regent theatres in Ottawa, the Capitol in
Halifax, had a theatre in Hamilton for a
short time and finally became manager
of the Imperial in Montreal — so the newspaper boys most everywhere gave him
real space in the news columns.
L. Clavir, general manager of Cosmopolitan Films, Ltd., Toronto, reports that
Soviet pictures are going over big in Canada since the country has become roused
against Herr Hitler.
Frank O’Byrne of Associated Screen
News, Ltd., Toronto, has been visiting
Kitchener and Niagara Falls, Ont., in
preparation for the making of a special
film for the Ontario hydro-electric commission.
As

president

of

the

Mount

Pleasant

Business Men’s Ass’n, Al Sedgeurick, manager of the Belsize Theatre here, organized a frolic at the theatre which drew a
packed house to enjoy a special program
and to make a try for the 150 prizes donated by merchants.
Peter Palmer, graduate of the Royal
Military College, has returned to Toronto
after some weeks in Hollywood where he
served as technical adviser for a picture
starring Robert Taylor in a story of the
famous Canadian military school.
Dave Miller, widely known as a theatre
manager in Canada and also for his radio
work, is now at the Casino Theatre in
London, England.
Charlie

Dentelbeck,

president

of the To-

ronto Operators’ Union for a score of
years and projection authority with
Famous Players, was in Port Colborne,
Ont., prior to the opening there of the
new Strand Theatre.
Rohama

104

Siegel, script

writer

for 20 th

Century-Fox, is back
a couple of months

home in Toronto for
to visit her mother,

Mrs.

will motor

Ida Siegel, and
wood in June.

to Holly-

Business men of Oshawa, Ont., entertained 100 men and women over 75 years
of age at a luncheon and then took them
to a performance of “Midnight” at the
Regent Theatre where they were the
guests of Manager L. Osier.
Manager Manny Stein of the Metro Theatre, Toronto, let himself in for some banter when he played a double bill, the titles
of which on the marquee read: “Delinquent Parents” “Looking for Trouble.”
Raymond Allen, supervisor of the Premier Theatres, Toronto, has announced
the installation of complete new sound
equipment at the Mount Dennis Theatre.
Incidentally, Ray and Mrs. Allen have
just moved into a new home which is the
envy of associates in the film business.
The Grand Theatre, London, Ont., has
been closed for the summer, following the
holding
that
unit.

of the Dominion

house

which

is a

Drama

Festival in

Famous

Players’

Paul Kamin, who is shortly opening a
new independent theatre in St. Catharines,
Ont.,

made the rounds of Toronto
changes and equipment firms.

ex-

Manager H. Freedman held “Trade
Winds” for a second week at his Circle
Theatre in the Toronto north end.
Harold Kay, manager of the Fox Theatre in the Beaches district, has added the
inducement of premiums consisting of
ovenware and dinnerware.
Robert G. Stevens has let the contract
for his new theatre at Sudbury, Ont., to
Hill-Clark-F rands, Ltd., the building to
cost $90,000. He already owns the Regent
at Sudbury and theatres at Sturgeon Falls
and Creighton Mine in northern Ontario.
Charles

DePaul

is spending

(Continued

on page

$45,000
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for

toward pictures. These regulations are a
state secret, kept from the public because
knowledge of them might lead to further
criticism of the board, according to Mr.
Laramee, is sufficiently difficult, and
whose path is quite thorny enough. In
a general way, it is known that films making heroes of gangsters are frowned upon.
At least 50 were banned last year. “Infidelity” in the marriage relation and divorce also are condemned, and no film
is permitted to disparage any religion or
any race.
Once a picture is passed, its troubles
may not be over. On a complaint from
any

citizen, the board may decide to review the film, and it may even be banned
after being at first permitted.

This was the case a few days ago with
“Devil’s Island,” a film announced to be
shown at the Princess, which was passed
“with

modifications,”

but

banned

on

the

eve of the showing, when the Consul-General for France protested in the name of
his country, that it falsely represented
conditions in the penal settlement.
The

board

was

established

in 1909, and

since has consisted of three members, including the chairman. Last year the Quebec legislature revised the regulations governing the board and decided to increase
it to five members. Arthur Laramee, K.C.,
was appointed chairman, and the other
two members, Mr. Macdiarmid and Mr.
McArthur, have been permitted to remain
without an increase in numbers. The body
continues to function under the regulations as last revised in 1925. The act
passed

last year

will not come

into force

until proclaimed by the lieutenant-governor. Mr. Macdiarmid has been 18 years
a member, Mr. McArthur, five.
Recently

Premier

Duplessis

announced

that it was the government’s intention to
make the film industry pay the cost of the
board. Distributors and exhibitors hope
this means only a change in bookkeeping
methods as they already pay $3 a reel for
censorship. This, however, is less than
charged in Ontario, where distributors pay
$5 a reel.
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New Sequences Will

of Alexander Graham Bell” made by 20th
Century-Fox.
“Mayor Waterous of Brantford, Ont.,
has been so vociferous over the omission

Authenticate 'Bell'

of his fair city from

Montreal — Mayor

H.

J.

Waterous

of

Brantford, Ont., announces he has been
advised in a letter from H. Louis Hagey,
Liberal member of the Ontario legislature
for Brantford, that 20th Century-Fox is
cancelling, for the time being, all Canadian bookings of the film version of “The
Story of Alexander Graham Bell.”
The move follows a series of protests on
behalf of the city of Brantford, where
Bell invented the telephone, a phase not
included in the motion picture. Mayor

the picture

that

the

studio has promised to add a ‘Brantford
angle’ for Canadian consumption only.
“This seems petty when the great career
of Bell is considered.
“Alexander Graham Bell was born 1847,
in Edinburgh, Scotland, educated at Edinburgh and London universities. Ill health
brought the family to Canada and they
resided in Brantford from 1870 to 1872.
It was later, while in Boston studying
phonetics for training teachers of the
deaf, that Bell perfected the instrument
that later became the foundation of the

Waterous has been informed that the producer, with the approval of the Bell fam-

modern telephone.
ed a summer home
he died.

ily, will endeavor to “correctly interpret”
the Brantford angle.
He said a cameraman would be sent to

“If residence credit should get into
screen biographies, mayhap Nova Scotia

Brantford from Montreal to “shoot” certain scenes, and pictures also are to be
taken

in Hollywood, with a Brantford setting, and the film revised accordingly.
In his letter to Mayor Waterous, Mr.
Hagey said he had received information
from O. J. Silverthorne, chairman of the
Ontario motion picture censorship board,
that a director of the film company in
Canada had been to New York to discuss
with other officials Brantford’s protest.
He also received instructions from Hollywood as to steps to be taken to correct
the situation.

“Alexander Bell" Awaits
Revision; Not Rejected

and

Auld

Reekie

In later years he ownin Nova Scotia, where

may

yet be heard

Toronto

Proclaims

Holiday

lor Royal

Toronto — Mayor

Ralph

from.”

May

20

Visit
C.

Day

of

To-

ronto has proclaimed a public holiday for
Monday, May 20, the day on which the
British Monarchs will visit the city in
their official capacity, and all places of
business will be closed with the exception
of the theatres and various minor establishments which do not observe holidays.
There is a possibility that the theatres
will be closed for a stated period of several hours to enable all employes to witness the Royal procession to the City Hall,
the Provincial Parliament buildings and
the Woodbine race course where Their

Will MM 111 PEG
■yNITED ARTISTS’ “Wuthering Heights,”
which met with censor trouble in Quebec, passed the local board without any
trouble. Playing the Garrick, the film is
expected to do excellent business.
“Mayerling” played a week with splendid results at Helmer Jernberg’s Bijou.
Grand National staff in Winnipeg will
be increased with the addition of two new
men..

Paul

Nathanson, vice-president of Empire-Universal will be in the city next

week.

Wolfe Cohen, general manager
ner, has returned to Toronto.

for War-

Al Schwalberg of the New York
of Warner spent a few days here.

office

Dave Griesdorf, Winnipeg UA manager,
and Vic Rackow, salesman, are leaving
for the UA convention to be held in Los
Angeles May 8, 9, 10.
Frank Kershaw, district manager for
Famous Players, has returned from Regina.
A group of Italian films, presented in
aid of Italian schools in Winnipeg, were
shown

at the Rion last weekend. Included in the group were scenic views of
historic and romantic spots in Florence,
Rome and Assisi, a football game, shorts
of airplane maneuvers, and a comedy.
Ethel

Barrymore

arrived

in the city to

the running

of the

Censors,” declared Mr. J. P. O’Loghlin,
general manager of 20th Century-Fox
Corp., Ltd., Toronto, in vehemently denying a report that the picture depicting the
life of the Canadian inventor of the telephone had been rejected by the board on
the ground that it did not credit the City

the

of the

open in “Whiteoaks” which is playing two
nights and a matinee at the Orpheum.
Eddie Newman has been a very busy man
doing double duty.

Toronto and other cities will also observe a general holiday on May 24 for
Empire Day, the anniversary of the birth
of Queen Victoria, which will make a
second holiday in the one week.

complete renovations. New sound equipment, new seats and screen will be installed. The house will undergo complete
modernization.

of Brantford, Ont., as the locale of Bell’s
experiments and the creation of the telephone.

“GO Glorious Years" Runs
Timed to Royal Tour

Toronto

—

“The

feature,

‘Alexander

Graham Bell,’ has not been condemned by
the Ontario Board of Moving Picture

Majesties

“The picture has been held in abeyance
pending negotiations,” Mr. O’Loghlin declared. “It is a matter of appeasement
and I am positive that this can be arranged. I have taken up the subject with
our head office and as soon as the revision
can be made the picture will be released.
The censor board is only waiting for word
from our office and a slight revision is all
that is necessary. ‘The Life of Alexander
Graham Bell’ has not been condemned.”

Minimize

Criticism on

“Alexander
Calgary,

Bell"
Alta. — Western

Canada’s

will witness

historic King’s
Canadian turf.

Plate,

Toronto — “Sixty

classic

been

Glorious

Years,”

the

British production portraying the life of
Queen Victoria, has been booked to open
May 19 at the Uptown Theatre, Toronto,
ace house of the Famous Players Canadian chain, to coincide with the visit in
Toronto on May 22 of Their Majesties,
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. The
Canadian premiere is scheduled to open
May 12 at the Capitol Theatre, Ottawa,
with Their Majesties officiating in an extensive program of functions and ceremonials in that city over a period of four
days. May 17 to 20. The picture will play
in various cities across the Dominion to
coincide with the Royal Tour.

re-

“Cinematic biographies, condensed and
dramatized for the screen, must of necessity leave out much that will not fit
into
made

the continuity. Nearly everyone
has brought criticism for some such

reason, the latest target being “The

BOXOFFICE

:: May

Story

Regina

The

Re-Sign,
Hollywood

— A

tract has been
by Warner.
Way

Assign
new

term

given

to

Hollywood — Charles

been

writing

James

handed

a new

May

7

for

Mrs. Lou Geller has arrived in the city
from Calgary. With the appointment of
Lou

Geller as Winnipeg manager
ner, Mrs. Geller will take up
in the city.

for Warresidence

Alf. Piggins, head booker for Warners
has arrived here from Toronto . . . Eugene O'Brien and C. Tidwell, traveling
auditors for Warners are in the city.
Earle

W.

Kurtze

of the

WLS

Artists

Bureau

is in the city discussing arrangements with Don Gauld for the coming
Barn Dance show at the Orpheum.

WLS

Karby

of Melville, Sask., is a vis-

con-

Hilton

Vidor,

director,

Canada
Distributors
Sound

Contract

contract

J. M. RICE

is “One-

Passage.”

Vidor

closes

Hilton

His next assignment

New

Capitol

French film “The Life of Beethoven,” distributed by Grand National, has
booked for early showing in the city.

Sam
itor.

action to that protest issued by the mayor
of Brantford on “The Story of Alexander
Graham Bell” is reflected by Spotlight
in The Albertan, Calgary:

The

has

by Columbia.

The
All

Heads

—
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for DUO

& CO.
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Amplifiers

—
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J^OW that skiing and bowling activities
are over for another year, the young
bloods of Filmrow are counting the days
till the baseball seasons opens, and are
checking up their memories to ascertain
whose funerals they attended on ball game
days last year so that there will be no duplication of excuses.
More

sedate members of the film community have been getting their fishing
tackle ready. Although the trout fishing
season is open and reports have filtered
through that they are biting voraciously ,
the roads to most of the camps are still
impassable with snow or mud. From three
to five miles through wet woods or slushy
mountain trails is a deterrent to all but
the most enthusiastic. Some of the boys
compromised with their fishermen’s consciences by attending the Anglers’ and
Sportsmen’s show where exhibitions of fly
casting and films illustrating expert angling made them itch to be off to the club.
Exhibitors, with the exception of those
located near lakes and streams, have no
time to go fishing. They have busy days
ahead preparing for the expected crowds
of visitors when King George and Queen
Elizabeth come to town. There are decorations to be attended to and patriotic
shorts and trailers to secure.
Fifty dollar fines are still being inflicted on independent exhibitors whose independence causes them to ignore the law

cluded an orchestra

composed

of Harry

Paynter, manager Empire-Universal, violin; J. Ganetakos, United Amusement,
guitar and piano; Ed. Yaworsky, Grand
National, mandolin; A. Cohen, Columbia,
mandolin, and M. Isman, manager, Warner's, saxophone. A trio, whose personnel
evoked interest and expectation amongst
the ladies, was composed of J. Parker,
United Amusement; J. Casey, 20 th-Fox
and Ted Kelly, Dominion Sound. M.
Brown, Paramount’s manager, produced
a one-act play, and Grand National sent
its own tap dancer, Miss E. Druxerman.
M. Metzger, laboratory superintendent
of Associated Screen News studios in Montreal, has returned from Hollywood where
he attended the convention of the Society
of Motion Picture Engineers.
Paramount

has

a

chance

to

produce

something really picturesque in “Calgary
Stampede,” which it has put into production. The company will travel to Alberta
from

Hollywood
door scenes.

to make

most

of the out-

Dionne Quintuplets get the same kind
of publicity accorded other film stars.
Three stories about them appeared in the
daily

newspapers this week. One announced that Their Majesties had consented to receive the little girls in private
audience at Toronto; a second announced
a forthcoming new short to be filmed after
their birthday and released in June, and

prohibiting the admission of juveniles wider 16. Two more fined that sum a fortnight ago, tivo more this week, and another couple come up for trial soon. Admission of quite a few juveniles could be

a third speculated: “Are the Dionne Quintuplets through?” It said their fate as
movie stars is being weighed solemnly at
20th-Fox whose contract with them ex-

paid

culty.

for by one $50 fine, and the unfortunate managers are trying to figure out
where the profit lies.
Filmrow visitors noticed include: A.
Rosenberg of the Canada, Montreal: P.
Cardinal, Roxy, Montreal; B. Salamis,
Fairyland, Montreal; D. Berzan, Centre
Palace, Montreal; E. Venne, Longueuil; P.
Senecal, Ste. Therese; Tony Allevato,
Rouyn; E. Fassio, the Rex, Lachute; A.
Chouinard, Princess, Quebec; E. Beaumont,
Levis; T. Trow, Imperial, Three Rivers,
and M. Adelson, Ste. Agathe.
A stag party was given on the Orpheum
stage to Wilfrid Proulx, assistant manager, who is on the eve of becoming a
benedict. He received a substantial souvenir of the occasion, subscribed by his
friends and admirers and handed over by
Joe Lightstone, manager.
The Theatrical Bowling League held a
banquet at the Mount Royal at which the
championship cup was handed to Loew’s,
the winners, by F. H. Wamicker of the
Strand. W. P. Busay, assistant manager
of the Princess, president of the League,
presided, and the ever popular George
Rotsky, of Consolidated, graced the event
by his presence.
Filmrow
an

Bowling

League

also arranged

entertainment to wind up the season, of which more details may be given
later. Features learned in advance in-
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pires December 31.

Lack

terial for the Quints’

Fame

of

pictures

Comes

story

ma-

is a

diffi-

Third reading was given in the Dominion senate to the bill establishing a National Film Board. Now the question agitating the trade and the civil service is
who is going to get the well-paid job of
chairman. Rumor has it that an outstanding figure in the government motion picture field refused the post because he
feared it would not be permanent, the
board's

constitution being
vision every three years.

subject

to re-

Says Britain’s News Review. “At the
request of Premier Edouard Daladier’s
touchy French government, Columbia Pictures’ “Adventure in the Sahara,” tale of
burning hatred in the desert, went up in
smoke last week. All that remained of a
$500,000

film was deposited in the company’s ash can.” Nevertheless, the film
has been making the rounds of Montreal
theatres with apparent appreciation.

Noting the eagerness with which departing patrons glanced at the clock over
the door of a bank facing the theatre,
“Bill” Wright, manager of the Monkland,
installed a lighted clock in front of the
theatre. His action could not have been
more timely for the bank clock promptly
went out of action for a week.
Three Notre Dame de Grace
picture managers were lined up

motion
against

three local business men in a “True or
False?” contest the other evening. The
questions concerned the geography and
history of the suburb, and sad to relate
the theatre men went down. They had
the excuse that they are so closely tied
down to their theatres that they do not
get around much. The theatrical trio
were Captain C. J. Decle of the Empress;
W. H. Wright, Monkland, and Phil Godel,
Westmount.

Unknown
of Westmount,

Montreal’s part in a film star’s success
is the subject of the following comment
by Lionel Shapiro, Broadway columnist

one fine sunny day last summer noticed a cameraman busily taking pictures
of their famous floral clock realized that

of Montreal Gazette: “Annabella, the
French film actress has just married Tyrone Power, and in the fullness of her

these pictures would soon be
theatregoers all over the globe.

happiness

Montreal — Few

citizens

who

For

this Associated

Screen

viewed

camera

by

man

was photographing a Canadian Cameo.
The story of the Westmount floral clock
has now been woven into a provocative
short subject “Did
which is now being
Theatre.

You Know
That?”
shown at the Palace

The latest Canadian
studios of Associated

Cameo
Screen

from the
News in

Montreal

is a fascinating collection of arresting, little known facts, all of them
to be found somewhere in the Dominion.
For instance, did you know that a certain
Canadian island at a certain time of the
year is the scene of a strange
For it is human beings, not

migration?
birds, who

migrate. Do you know that part of Canada lies farther south than some parts of
Spain? You will be surprised to discover
that in this modern day and age some
people

still tell time

all places,
capital.

right

by the sun — and

in Ottawa,

the

of

nation’s

we think she should

intone

a lit-

tle prayer of thanks to Montreal and Toronto. These cities made it possible for
her to go to Hollywood where she found
so much professional success and personal
happiness. A picture called, ‘Wings of
the Morning’ brought her to the attention

of L.Hollywood.”
Rosenfeld, general manager for Columbia in Canada, Jules Allen and Herb
Allen, of the Premier Operating Co. were
down here on business from Toronto and
conferred with William Elman, province
of Quebec
Paul

manager

for

Columbia

.

.

Nathanson, Empire-Universal’s president was in town from Toronto . . . Frank

Leduc of the Montreal office of EmpireUniversal has gone to the Gaspe coast on
business.

"Seaman"

for Beery

Hollywood — Metro

has

purchased

“Courageous Seaman,” a story by George
Kayser, as a vehicle for Wallace Beery.
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Aid Comes Too Laie
president of the New
C. C. JONES,
DRBrunswick
University, has announced

For Film Producer
Toronto — An ironic development, coupled with a sharp contrast in influences,
is noted in the fading out of Canada’s
one and only venture in feature film production and the almost simultaneous
move

on

the part of the Dominion government to provide an indirect subsidy
for that industry — but too late to save
the situation.
While Hon. Charles Dunning, federal
minister of finance, was tabling his
budget before the House of Commons in
conjunction with which concessions were
being
heard

provided for Canadian film producers, the sound of hammers could be
on the Pacific Coast as the studio

of Central Films, Ltd., was
to physical wreckage.

being

reduced

More than one year ago the film company at Victoria, B. C„ made representations to the Canadian tariff board at Ottawa through provincial political leaders
and

organized business men for a downward revision in the tariff on cameras

and

other equipment for use in the making of pictures, the company having received a setback in the amendment of
the British film quota act which had the
effect of excluding Canadian pictures from
quota qualification.
Concessions have now been granted by
the

Dominion government but the producing company which might have benefited most is no longer in operation. The
reduction in the duty on cameras and
electrical equipment will, however, prove
to be an advantage for the companies in
Toronto and Montreal which are turning
out 35 mm. short subjects. The nominal
tariff of 10 per cent on 35 mm. cameras
will not benefit newsreel men, however,
because the new schedule applies only to

importers “having studios in Canada equipped for motion picture production.” Can-

that Louis B. Mayer, Hollywood film executive and a native of Saint John, will
receive the honorary degree of LL.D. at
the encaenia exercises of the university
on May 18. As far as is known, this will
be the first time such an honor will have
been conferred upon a film magnate on
this continent.
Col. John A. Cooper, president of the
Caiiadian film board of trade, and J . P.
O’Loghlin, Canadian district manager of
20 th Century-Fox of Toronto, were expected to attend a meeting in Halifax for
discussion of the film exchange regulation
bill.
A. A. Fielding,

general

manager

of the

F. G. Spencer Co., Ltd., suffered a loss recently when one of the summer cottages
on his estate at East Riverside was destroyed by fire. Insurance partially covered the loss.
C. A. Chaplin, Maritime manager of
United Artists is attending the convention
in Los Angeles.
J. M. Franklin of the Franklin-Herschorn circuit has returned to Saint John

ada itself also derives an advantage for its
own government motion picture bureau
which has a laboratory and which may be
augmented when the proposed National
Film Board gets under way. Even here,
however, the bureau turns out relatively
more 16 mm. product than that of 35 mm.
width and the narrow-film cameras do
not come within the scope of amended
tariff.
At

the same time, the impression prevails that the government may encourage
studio developments of the more or less
distant future.

VIII C T © R III A
gUPER pictures and super exploitations
were used by Victoria theatres to meet
the stiff competition

from

the Shrine

In-

door Circus, the Canadian Senior Men’s
Basketball Championship playoffs between
the Victoria Dominoes and Windsor
Alumni, the Annual Musical Festival,
Ethel Barrymore at the Royal Victoria
Theatre, Shawn and his Men Dancers at
the

Royal, and several other major attractions which hit the city around the
same time. In spite of all these extra
attractions, the local picture houses reported only a slight drop in attendance.
Headed

by Raymond

Barrett,

master

of

Manager J. M. Robertson had an attractive lobby display which consisted of a colorful oriental archway over the staircase
leading to the theatre balcony. Two large
pillars supported the archway and on each
were placed stills and advertising for the
picture. Hanging from the archway were
three large cardboard lanterns in various
colors. On either side of the archway
were 5x3-inch stills showing pictures of
the main characters. From the ceiling
of the theatre a colorful array of oriental
lanterns was hung.
Three small turtles, with names of film
stars painted on their backs, and two

from

Florida

Colin
Sussex,

where

Danson

he spent

the

of

the

Strand

N. B., and

Mr.

and

winter.
Theatre,

Mrs.

J. V.

McLaughlin of the Opera House, Newrow.
castle, N. B., were recent visitors to Film-

The Mayfair Theatre, Franklin-Herschorn), Saint John, has had new lighting
fixtures and carpets installed.
W. W. O. Fenety has redecorated
Gaiety Theatre, Fredericton, N. B.
R. R. Kertson
Grand

of

the

Opera

his

House,

Falls, N. B., also is planning
provements to his theatre.

im-

Friends

of W. P. Tedlie, for years owner-operator of the Neighborhood Theatre,
Hartland, N. B., will be pleased to hear
that he is making a success of his position in the post office department at
Hartland. The theatre is now one of the
Bernstein & Lieberman circuit.
Exhibitors

in northern

New

Brunswick

are hoping that bigger grosses will be in
the offing now that the ice is running out
of
the rivers and warm weather is almost
here.

U. S. Airshows Hit
Winnipeg Grosses
Winnipeg — Winnipeg exhibitors have
been competing unsuccessfully against
American radio programs being carried
through Canada by the Canadian Radio
Corp. Managers of downtown first-run
houses and the men who operate the
neighborhood subsequent run theatres
agree

that business shows a drastic falling-off regularly on certain nights of week.
These are Tuesday and Thursday nights.
On these nights Winnipeg listeners are
able to listen to Edward G. Robinson, Dick
Powell and George Jessel on Tuesdays and
the M-G-M Good News program and Bing
Crosby on Thursdays.
While formerly these programs were not
carried by the local station, CKY, and the
radio

audience had to tune in U.S.A. stations which were not always available, at

the present time there is no difficulty in
hearing these programs. The situation
is aggravated in this city because these
programs are heard at times which are
definitely in conflict with running times
of features at the theatres. While the
Tuesday night programs which start at
7:00 p. m. and 7:30 p. m. make it possible
for radio audiences to hear them and still
catch late shows, the Thursday night
broadcasts commence at 8 p. m. and 9

ceremonies, Major Bowes’ newest roadshow
drew good crowds to a two-day showing
at the Capitol Theatre. Extensive newspaper advertising publicized the showing.

giant turtles now decorate the Atlas Theatre aquarium and are causing much comment among the many patrons who stop
to observe their antics.

“Mikado,” which played at the Capitol
for a week, proved to be just the picture
for a city like Victoria where a large per
cent of the population is English or of
English origin. To advertise the showing,

The Junior Quiz broadcasts from the
Atlas Theatre stage will wind up with a

p. m. and make it a choice between radio
and the theatres, with the theatres often
a second choice.
Various moves to combat this counter

special contest between previous winnei’S.
The winners will be presented watches donated by a local jeweler.

attraction have proved unsuccessful. One
house which has a supper show at reduced
prices finds that insufficient.
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New Montreal Filmrow
Reports Premature

O T Y AW

A

To Strong Opposition

^URING
Toronto — From an official source it is
learned that there is no likelihood of the
construction of new film exchange premises in the downtown section of Montreal to replace the Filmrow in the extreme west end of Greater Montreal at
least for a year or even longer. It was
recently rumored that the exchange buildings accommodating the Montreal
branches were to be abandoned in favor of
a centrally-located structure because of
criticism that the present facilities are
about four miles from the center of the
city.
The buildings now in use are among the
newer exchange offices, having been
opened

in 1930, the film building in Toronto having been put into commission
for the purpose in 1922. Originally, the
exchanges in Montreal were located at 12
Mayor Street in the heart of the business
section but were moved to the outskirts
to overcome the fire hazard from the
numerous warehouses in the immediate
vicinity. The new structures in the west
end were built on the unit plan with wide
spaces

between the respective offices. Exhibitors and others have felt that Film-

row was “too far out” for the convenience
of all concerned but intimation is forthcoming that nothing can be done about
new premises for another year at least.

RKO

Confers With Dafoe

On Quints Two-Reeler
Montreal — Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe is conferring with RKO
officials about a new
quintuplet picture. The film, as yet untitled, will mark the fifth birthday of the
little girls, and will be released to theatres in June as a two-reel special.
In addition to the five-star birthday
celebration, the short will present the
eventful life history of the famous quintet, narrated by Alexander Woollcott.
In a series of conferences with Frederic
Ullman jr., RKO
Pathe vice-president,
and Frank Donovan production manager,
Dr. Dafoe agreed that the cameras might
be set up in the Callander nursery as soon
as the five little girls had rested after
their call on the British King and Queen.

Confederation

Amuse .

Reports Increased

Net

Montreal — Confederation Amusements,
Ltd., Montreal, for the ten months ending December 31, 1938, reports net profit
of $18,345, after bond interest and other
charges, including general amusement and
income tax, equal to $3.41 per share on
5,357 shares of 8 per cent participating
preferred.
This compares with net profit of $9,999,
or $1.86 on each of the same number of
shares in the previous ten-month period
ended February 28, 1938.
Gross receipts for the ten months
amounted to $413,604, against $332,202 in
the previous period. The company is
changing its fiscal year to conform with
calendar year.
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the presentation of the Canadian premiere of “Wuthering Heights”
at the Elgin Theatre, tea was served free

Soviet Films Stir Critic

to patrons in the lounge through a commercial tieup arranged by Manager Lloyd
C. Mills. Incidentally, the feature was
held a second week.
When Ken Soble presented his amateurs
in the contest on the stage of the Rideau
Theatre, more than usual attention was
devoted to the maestro because of the announcement of his engagement to Miss
Francis Seibel, 19-year-old college coed
who is taking a household science course.
He

has bought

the home

’n everything.

Before opening with “Dark Victory” at
the Centre Theatre, Manager Don Stapleton published an “open letter” to the
women of Ottawa regarding its merits as
an extra bit of exploitation on the society pages of the local press. It was the
first time for the stunt by this exhibitor.
Manager M. Berlin of the Somerset
Theatre, Ottawa, raised admission prices
for the one week’s run of “Professor Mamlock,” night prices being advanced by 10
cents to 40 cents top. He made good use
of the “approval” by the Catholic
of Decency in his campaign and
all round were gratifying.
The

Capitol

Theatre

has

been

Legion
results

in much

demand for special events, being the largest auditorium in the Canadian Capital.
The latest gathering was for a Sunday
afternoon lecture by Fx-ank Bell of New
York, representing the Christian Science
Church.
F. Radford Crawley was awarded first
prize for the best locally produced film in
a contest sponsored by the National Film
Society,

Ottawa

Branch,

the winning

en-

try being a 16 mm
scenic of “lie d’ Orleans.” The fudges were J. B. Scott of the
Canadian Government Motion Picture
Bureau, President Douglas Leechman of
the society and E. W. Harrold, film critic
of the Ottawa Citizen.
Manager H. Regan recently staged another big bill at the Francais Theatre,
Ottawa, which comprised: Two features,
"Atlantic

Flight”

and

“Riding

the

Lone

Trail;” last episode of “Darkest Africa;”
first episode of “The Lone Ranger;” a 2reel comedy and a cartoon.
The road houses with their floor shows
and dance orchestras are springing into
action in the Ottawa district, now that the
rough winter is a matter of the past. And
it’s another

worry

for the exhibitors.

Profit Drop Reported
By Electrolux Corp .
Montreal — Electrolux Coi'p. reports net
profit for the three months ended March
31, 1939, amounted to $443,914, after all
charges and after deducting federal income tax and making provision for surtax on undistributed profits. Per share
earnings for the quarter amounted to 36
cents on the 1,237,500 shares outstanding.

Toronto — Declaring that he was “very
much against it being shown locally,” Roly
Young, film critic of the Toronto Globe
and Mail, published a
violent attack
against Soviet films in connection with a
pre-release review of “Alexander Nevsky”
in which he charged that anyone buying
a ticket to see a Russian picture “is committing treason.” He wrote:
“Granted that the picture in question
may not contain any propaganda, the fact
l’emains that it is imported to this continent by Amkino, a Communist film trade
organization, and that a portion of its
profits go back to Russia. These profits
help to support the Soviet studios which
do

manufacture pi’opaganda motion pictures and in turn help to support the state.

I do not think it is any of my business
what happens in the Russian state. They
can shoot each other off and do what
they

darned well please among themselves. That’s their business. But when
they start spreading their doctrine by
subversive methods into my country . . .
then it is my business, and as long as we
have our Tim Bucks and Stewart Smiths
working to overthrow the existing order
of things in this country, I believe that
anyone who helps finance that (by even
such a remote method as buying a ticket
to see a movie that has been made in Russia) is committing treason. The Communists of this country may be within the
law in their workings, thanks to our freedom of speech (which they would so
quickly take from us) but I strongly object to any indirect aid being given them
in their attempts to undermine our constitution. With the hundreds of fine featui-e motion pictures being turned out annually in Hollywood, Bi'itain and France,
I fail to see any legitimate reason (except catering to the radicals in our midst)
for importing films fi’om Russia
Italy ... or Germany.
“This

is not

a

question

...

or

of quality

as

far as this film is conceimed.
tion of ethics.

It’s a ques-

“The film is a Communist product! The
proceeds will go to the Communist state!
That state is actively engaged in spi’eading propaganda throughout the American
continent. The persons renting that film
are making a conti’ibution toward the
funds necessary to carry on that pi'opaganda. The theatre showing the film is
making a similar contribution against the
state in which it is located. The person
buying a ticket to see the picture is making just as much
of a
contribution
against
and

Canada as if he put a small proportion of that money into an envelope
sent it to the Soviet Government to

help them in their effort to overthrow
democratic government.
“You

can

do

I’ve told you how

what

you

like about

our
it,

I feel.”

In the last quarter of 1938, net profits
were $527,782, or 43 cents per share, and
in the first quarter of 1938 the corporation
earned $668,246, or 54 cents per share.
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to Town

Bishop Goes
Shaw's

on

" Pygmalion "

Toronto — Well

known

for his publicity

campaigns here is Harold Bishop, manager of the Capitol, and he did himself
proud with a series of smart stunts for the
of Bernard
opening
at
his theatre.

Shaw’s

“Pygmalion”

Following a reserved seat preview, patron opinion was transmitted over the facilities of radio station CJRC, with comments presented by L. C. Brockington,
board chairman of the CBC; Mayor John
Queen; Bruce Murray, prominent in local dramatic circles, and Frank Morriss,
film and dramatic critic of the Winnipeg
Free Press.
A postcard sent to patrons on one side
carried a cut from the film, and on the
other this message: “Just saw ‘Pygmalion’
at Loew’s here — it’s a grand show. Don’t
miss it when it comes to Winnipeg.”
Envelopes marked “For Women
Only”
were placed in beauty parlors, and the
curious sex, upon opening them, found
cards plugging the film. A scene from the
script of the story was enacted over the
CJRC

“Let’s Act” program and letters urging attendance at the local showing of

“Pygmalion” were sent to dramatic, social and educational organizations. Four
thousand bookmarks were placed.

in
DAWSO
JOHN
AGER ent
of three
jyjAN
storedisplay
mentN’S
depart
a promin
screenthe
in
Oberon
Merle
by
gowns worn
ing of UA’s “Wuthering Heights” attracted
a great deal of the attention of the gentle
sex and should augment audience interest
in the feature, which is at the Plaza.
The B. C. projectionists’ union staged
another annual supper and dance last Sunday night, and added the attraction of
vaudeville, supplied by artists from the
Beacon Theatre stage show.
E. L. Bobier, exhibitor of Rex Theatre,
West Summerland, B. C., spent several days
in town attending to booking and other
matters connected with his house.

Records
Ottawa
come

out

Own

Crash

astounding feature has
in connection with the official
department of transvivid reconstruction
near St. Felicien in
made possible by the

A

development of the motion picture film in
the ill-fated aircraft, all three occupants
of which were killed in the accident.

played

The camera, with which background
and wild animal shots were being secured
for an unstated film production, was not
damaged in the crackup and, after the

Free Press story proclaiming “Pygmalion” as the best film of the year was
the pivot of a lobby display set up by
Bishop. In his newspaper ad copy, he
up the “money-back”

angle.

''Blondie Art Contest"
Is Held in Tillbury
Tillbury,
engendered

Ont. — Much
by Harland

film
enthusiasm was
Rankin of the

Plaza Theatre here with a “Blondie Art
Contest” for boys and girls under 16.
First and second prizes were $2 and $1,
respectively, with eight other awards of
theatre tickets for the film.

James A, Emerson Dies ;
Familiar in Montreal
Montreal — A well-known figure in motion picture circles here passed with the
death of James Angus Emerson, 43, who
had been in the theatrical business here
since his youth.
A member of the International Ass’n of
Theatrical Stage Employes, Emerson served with the old Bennett Theatre, now the
Orpheum, and had been with Loew’s Montreal Theatre for the past 11 years. He
was a graduate of Notre Dame College,
Montreal.
His

widow,

the former

bin, of Rouse’s

Mamie

St. Au-

Point, N. Y., survives.

Warm Weather Afiects
Grosses in Calgary
Calgary, Alta. — Warm
weather for a
week has hit the boxoffices in Calgary.
Business has dropped in downtown and
suburban houses with only “Stagecoach”
and “The Mikado” pulling in the patrons.
This is an annual phase here. First
few hot days in the spring and first cold
days

in winter always empties the theatres. A return to normal patronage always follows.
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able

had been developed, air board officials of the Dominion government were
to make a complete report of the

accident

Winnipeg — At once recognizing the inefficient “co-ordination of film-making
activities of the different government departments” and the importance and value
of the motion picture as “one of the great
interpretative instruments of the century”
which “helps to produce understanding
and helps to create national unity,” the
Winnipeg Free Press editorially praises
the newly-created National Film Board
which, if properly handled, will eliminate
waste in federal film-making and help
“the world

to understand

Canada.”

Warning that the “production of ordinary films will not justify the new board,”
the paper points out that John Grierson
of England and Pare Lorentz of the United
States have “performed inestimable service to their fellow citizens and at trifling

— • An

inquiry by the federal
port, Ottawa, when a
of an airplane crash
Northern Canada was

Support by Press
For Film Board

although there were no eye-witnesses. It was found that the cameraman

was

in the act of taking pictures immediately prior to the crash because the
geographical features of the vicinity were

recognized in the film, and the final footage indicated the exact evolutions of the
plane practically to the moment that it
struck the ground. Incidentally, a contributory cause was found when a medical examination was made of the body of
the pilot which showed that he had suffered a heart seizure at a critical flying
moment.
The board found from examination of
the film that the plane had made several
descents to low altitude to enable pictures
to be taken of a herd of caribou on the
frozen surface of a lake. It was decided

cost” with their documentary films.
“In England short films describing the
work of the herring fishermen and the
post office have actually stimulated the
economic strength of the fishermen and
the postal services, besides performing the
great service of helping the growth of mutual understanding. In the United States
such films as ‘The River’ and ‘The Plow
That Broke the Plains’ have brought out,
with vivid appreciation, the drama, in the
first case of the Mississippi, and in the
second

case of the great frontier movement that opened the American western
plains to settlement and wealth through
the vicissitudes of the dust bowl era down
to the present day.”
Holding that film-making in Canada
has “not been first class” and “much of
it has been inferior,” the editorial asserts
that “the new scheme (the board) offers
a chance of doing most important and
valuable work ... It can be made to serve
a wholly admirable purpose in helping the
world to understand Canada. It can also
be used for the even more important purpose of helping Canadians to understand
each other. We can, at comparatively
tle expense, bring closer together the
farm immigrants of the prairies with
fisherman stock of Nova Scotia. It
tell the North Ontario gold miner
the fruit growers of the Okanagan

litnew
the
can
how
live.

the

help the Bay street broker to understand the New Brunswick potato farmer. It can bring the Quebec habitant before the Tuner Valley oil man in such a
way that both will readily appreciate the

right front window of the cabin “and that
during a turn the aircraft was stalled and
struck the surface before control could be

common citizenship that binds them togethr. . . Whatever helps to produce understanding helps to create national unity.

that the picture was

being taken

from

regained.” Through the screening of the
film, “it was found that the weather was
excellent for flying with very little wind
and that the aircraft had not encountered
any obstruction prior to the crash.” A
wing tip was the first part of the craft to
touch
tures.

the

ground,

according

to the pic-

Those killed were Pilot Oscar Therrien,
who was at the controls; Capt. Herve St.
Martin, a famous Canadian flying veteran, and John C. Stadler jr., of Westmount who was engaged in the photographic work.

It can

“This

is the

great

aim

that

must

be

constantly before the newly-formed National Film Board,” the editorial contends
. . . “The justification of the new Film
Board will lie in the actual production of
its films . . . Production of ordinary films
will not justify the new board . . . Canadians generally will applaud it (the board)
and

eagerly

wait

Extend

for its results.”

Kurt Neumann

Hollywood — Kurt
has been
mount.

held

Neumann,

for another

year

director,
by Para-
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TORONTO
(Continued

from

asking, “Suppose I get threatening letters,
what will I do? What if the patrons wreck

page

104)

the theatre?

the enlargement and improvement of the
Princess Theatre at Sault Ste. Marie, Ont.
The present seating accommodation is 470
and will be raised to 950.
Famous

Players

Canadian

Corp.,

for the deaf have been installed in a section of seats. Incidentally , Mr. Drohan has
entirely recovered from his severe illness.
Following the airplane trip of Wolfe
Cohen, general manager of Vitagraph,
Ltd., announcement has been made of the
appointment of Lou Geller, formerly of
Calgary, as manager of the Warner Bros,
branch at Winnipeg to which Mr. Cohen
flew over the Trans-Canada Air Line. Sam
booker,

becomes

man-

Simon Meretsky, on a business visit here,
announced the installation of a new sound
system and screen in his Capitol Theatre
at Windsor, Ont.
Harry Lester, wise-cracking manager of
the Bonita Theatre, Toronto, has been on
the spot in an international way because
a local organization of business men has
arranged to stage an impersonation contest at the theatre as part of a community charity program. When it was announced that Hitler, Mussolini and Stalin
were to be impersonated, Lester almost
went into a fit and has been going around

How

oh

By Their Armbands

why?”

Regina, Sask. — Cameramen from newsreel companies who will accompany the
royal train across Canada in May and
June when King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth visit the Dominion will have to

John
has

Allen, former manager of the Columbia Pictures’ branch office at Calgary,
taken up residence in Toronto.

has

installed a new screen in the Capitol Theatre at Chatham, Ont., of which A. P. Drohan has long been manager. Earphones

Pearlman, former
ager at Calgary.

Why,

Plan Remodeling

wear

special colored armbands, identification cards and buttons, according to orders from Ottawa.

tor His

The

Majesty's, Sherbrooke
Sherbrooke,

Que. — Present

plans

color of the armband

will indicate

how

close the cameraman or crew may approach the royal pair. The cameramen
will travel across the country in a pilot
train carrying press men and preceding
the royal train by 30 minutes. About 65

ma-

terializing, the old His Majesty’s Theatre,
dark since 1925, will be entirely made over
and reopened as a film theatre, probably
late in 1940.

until December 31, 1939. At the expiration of this lease, it is anticipated the

newspapermen and 20 newsreel and government photographic bureau men will be
aboard on official business. Two British
companies are among those planning to
send crews.

building will be fire-proofed and renovated, and the present seating capacity of
650 increased.

All speech pickups in any of the five
times His Majesty speaks on his tour, both
in Canada and the U. S., will be made

The property, owned by J. W. Gregoire,
is leased to Sherbrooke Amusement Co.

Pact to Tom

through two gold-plated microphones.
They must also carry to the radio. The
sight of a battery of microphones before
him is disturbing to the royal speaker so

Kennedy

Hollywood — A contract to appear in
three films yearly has been signed by Tom
Kennedy at Warner. He is featured in the
“Torchy

Blane”

the lone two must feed all outlets, including camera tracks.

series.

In Ten
Hollywood
— A “Mesquiteers"
contract to appear
Monogram
Hollywood — "Wings
by
by

“Three Mesquiteer” westerns
has been signed by Raymond

Properties
Over

the

Andes,”

Jennings

Hubert Hilton, and “Junior Police,”
Scott Darling, have been purchased

motion

Joins Metro

Hollywood — Talbot Jennings has joined
the writing staff at Metro on a term deal.

by Monogram.

to operate

in ten

for Republic
Hatton.

picture theatres

profitably
Here is a new book full of HOW TO DO IT information, written by a man
who believes that the first objective of theatre management is to make money.
In this book he covers motion picture theatre management from A to Z,
giving the best results of years of experience as a guide in establishing
successful policies, building profitable business, and efficiently operating any
size theatre.

The Management of
Motion Picture Theatres
By FRANK

Get

This Great

Aid

Management ! GET

to Theatre

H. RICKETSON,

Jr.

President, Fox Inter-Mountain Theatres. Inc.

IT TODAY!!
Send check or money

375 Pa9es- 6x9- illustrated, $3.50
order to

ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS, 4704 East Ninth Street, Kansas City, Missouri
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Subject /*? evlewi.

Skott
RKO

Paths

(Sportscope)

9 Mins.

A glimpse of the National League champion Chicago Cubs as they go through
their preliminary paces at their beautiful
training quarters in Catalina Island. The
short is timely and will prove interesting
to baseball fans who are given the opportunity to watch Manager Gabby Hartnett,
Dizzy Dean, Dick Bartell and other members of the team in action. The subject
has a lot of good stuff. It also could have
singled out more individual players at their
respective positions and would have been
more colorful. Photography is top-notch.

The Hunting Dog

Paramount

(No. 5)

are caught in that breathless “point,” inmobile as carved statues. The short was
made in Georgia and shows how the bird
dogs are trained from puppyhood to become skilled retrievers— the pride of every
hunter.

women who analyze “doodlers;” a man
who assembles anatomical odds and ends
for the medical profession; a town crier;
and a talented young woman whose subject for sculpturing is hands.

Paramount

to leave well enough alone. It’s a moderately entertaining cartoon which shows
Popeye buying a pet shop so the animals
can have their freedom. But after a time,
he decides it’s better for them in their
cages than to be pursued by the dog
catcher.

Tropical Ice Gardens, Hollywood’s all-year
round skating rink. Stars like Norma
Shearer, Joan Bennett, Mickey Rooney,
Allan Jones and Dick Purcell skate with
ease. Ann Sheridan is shown taking her
first lesson while Franklin Pangborn encounters some difficulties. There also are
professional skaters
strate their skill.

who

Hamateur
Warner

A

7 Mins.
which

should please. It’s about the blessed event
of a baby rooster which has the barnyard
society all agog. Along comes a hawk who
makes off with the new arrival. But the
winged officers of the law spike his wings
and baby rooster is returned to his parents.

NE

Marine Circus

Tuesday,

Aj>ril

Moving
RKO

If the mood

25

Savannah

as the laugh getter. It’s done
and recommended strongly.

School

News war
of
Fair;

the

Hull’s

BOXOFFICE

:: May

17 Mins.
audience

WSREELS

News
of the Day, No. 263: British royalty
watch
sham
battle; Rome
in air raid defense
drill; Liner Paris burns at dock; Naval
Air
graduation; Annabella-Tyrone Power wedding; candid camera fans pick Miss California;
Kansas
Relays, and trout fishing contest.

Paramount
News, No. 76: Savannah
holds paper festival parade; Liner Paris burns at dock;
Australian steeplechase; Tripoli crowds hail Goering; Italians complete Albanian occupation; refugees join French foreign legion; Maxie Baer and
Lou Nova start training; film stars marry, and
double talk experts explain daylight saving.
RKO

Pathe News, No. 80: Italy seizes Albania; Washington inaugural journey ends; Secretary Perkins holds press conference; Naval
Air School graduation; Gen. Hugh
S. Johnson;
Gilded Knight
wins
again, and
fiesta honors
battle of the Alamo.
Universal Newsreel, No. 765: Italy seizes Albania; Lindbergh visits President; Liner Paris
burns

of the average

isn’t too exacting, this Leon Errol number ought to run a gamut of laughs from
chuckles to guffaws; the very least is that
it should be received as extremely comical. Errol is in fine form. Barbara Jo
(Continued on page 58)

Movietone News, No. 65: Liner Paris burns at
dock; U. S. warships on move;
Italians seize
Albania;
British royalty
survey
armaments;
Savannah holds paper festival parade; Lindbergh
visits Roosevelt;
Archbishop
Spellman
heads
N. Y. archdiocese; Winston Churchill; AnnabellaTyrone Power wedding; Naval Air School graduation; Lew Lehr
and
monkeys;
Yankees
open
season; trout fishing season begins; motorcycle
daredevils, and Kansas Relays.

Columbia (New World of Sports) 9% Mins.
A visit to Annapolis and a peek at the
middies at play. Athletics are an important factor in their training and the midshipmen are shown indulging in gymnastic work, boxing, fencing, rowing and
sailing. The reel winds up with a sequence
of the traditional Army and Navy football
game.

7 Mins.

Vanities

(Leon Errol Comedies)

M-G-M (Pete Smith Specialty) 9 Mins.
A hangup aquatic short replete with a
number of deft Pete Smith touches always
good for laughs. The camera descends
to the bottom of a marine tank and there
some first-hand glimpses are obtained of
the finny members of the deep. There is
a humorous sequence showing a man feeding the fishes with a persistent porpoise

Navy Champions

(Merrie Melodie)

Leon Schlesinger continues his series
with the latest devoted to amateur night
in a theatre. Animals vie with humans in
a try for the big chance for bigger and
better things. Some good laughs. Oddly
enough the winner of the contest is the
fellow with all his relatives in the audience, and believe it or not, they all look
alike. Fun for everybody.

in Technicolor)

spirited bit of cartoon mirth

demon-

in color,

Night

Barnyard Egg-Citement
2Qth-Fox

Columbia
(No. 8)
9V2 Mins.
Audiences are given the opportunity to
watch the stars gallivanting around at the

Regardless of the time and temperature, one can’t go wrong on this reel.
Figure skating, as done by a skilled pair
like Maribel Vinson and Guy Owen, is
easy on the eyes and poetry of motion.
They do a number of graceful stunts on
ice with ease and rhythm. Together, they
dance a rhumba and waltz on skates
which is something to see and should
captivate audiences. Peggy Fay and Dick
Toucey provide the comic touch in an
amusing sequence.

7 Mins.

Little action in this one as Popeye learns

Skates

(Grantland Rice Sportlight)
Paramount
10 Mins.

Alone

(Popeye)

(Terry-Toons

Screen Snapshots

11 Mins.

Highlight of this engrossing reel is the
clip dealing with Jean Parker. It so happens Miss Parker has an interesting sideline. She designs dresses and the camera
goes right into her studio to show her at
work. She displays an amazing amount
of virtuosity at it. Other items are young

Leave Well Enough

(Ed Thorgersen’s Sports Review)
20 th-Fox
11 Mins.
Make room for this on the program
because it is a splendid short dealing with
bird dogs. The camera studies of the dogs
are handsome enough to be framed. Dog
lovers wall get a thrill as the hunting dogs

some

Good

Unusual Occupations

Big Leaguers

at dock; Xmas
preview; Yanks
open season; fleet leaves for coast; Naval Air School
graduation; Washington
inaugural journey ends;

paper

festival,

and

Gilded

Knight

wins

again.
Thursday,

April

27

Movietone News, No. 66: Hull states America’s
policy; Chamberlain announces conscription plan;
the war
in China; winter lingers in lake regions; World Pair exhibits hold rehearsal; New
Mexico students air-minded; circus day in Chicago; Duke University’s centennial; astronomers
study partial eclipse; Flying Hutchinsons, General Franco and Ex-King Alfonso; fashions; Lew
Lehr and
sea food.
the
Day, No.
264:
in China;
Britain

Preview
of World’s
spurs army
drive;

plea for peace; America’s
bishop; King Features’ New
York
lic boys get boxing lesson, and

newest archparty; Cathochampionship

ping pong match.
Paramount
News, No. 77: Union Pacific celebration; National Gallery of Art takes shape;
transport problem; bicycles for touchdowns; curb
exchange gets new president; Cuban
ment; “Death Valley” Scotty, and
preview.
RKO
Pathe

News,

No.

81:

Cadets

youth moveWorld’s Fair
parade;

ra-

dio newspaper; Hawaii
and sugar; Hull’s plea
for peace; fashion preview, and girl diving stars.
Universal Newsreel, No. 766:
Britain starts
conscription cadets parade; new
“dive bomber”
tested; ice-making
chemicals; world’s
biggest
cheese; giant Clipper christened; World’s Fair
railway exhibit; May
Robson’s 75th birthday;
Maxie Baer starts training; college divers, and
Movie stunt men.
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"The Sxhilritot 4ja& 4jis Say
A

ALGIERS

(UA)

An

Good acting, but no business in this town.
Charles Boyer not liked. Miss Lamarr, Oh
Boyl With good stories and direction, she
will be sweet music to the boxoffice. Played
February 23. Weather: Cold. Admission: 2510. Small town patronage. Population: 2,600.
Capacity: 300. — H. S. Johnson, Pal Theatre,
Millen, Ga.

ANGELS

WITH

DIRTY FACES

BURN

(WB)

Very good. Business normal. Too
of the Dead End Kids. James Cagney

much
good,

Pat O'Brien miscast, Ann Shirley excellent.
Played March 5-6-7. Weather: Cool. Admission: 25-15-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 1,400. Capacity: 300. Lester Meyers, Strand Theatre, Chillicothe, Tex.

ANGELS

WITH

DIRTY FACES

bringing

out "crime doesn't pay" sufficiently. Cagney is perfect. Played February
19-21. Weather: Bad. Admission: 25-10.
Rural and small town patronage. Population:
1,500. Capacity: 200. — E. B. Wacaster, Ozark
Theatre, Ozark, Ark.

WILDCAT

'EM UP O'CONNOR

CITADEL,

as good as other Jane Withers pictures and did not draw as well. Played
March 5-6. Weather: Okay. Admission: 2510. Small town patronage. Population: 3,000..
Capacity: 600. — Ritz Amusements, Park Theatre, North Vernon, Ind.

THE (M-G-M)

as yet this year. Played March 5-6-8. Weather: Stormy. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 300. —
Mrs. M. H. Robertson, Joyo Theatre, Coleridge, Neb.

BROOKLYN

D
DEVIL'S ISLAND

BLIND ALIBI (RKO)
"Blind Alibi" fair, but Richard Dix is getting too old for the dashing hero. Played
February 22-23. Admission: 25-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity:
35fl — Warren J. Gavin, Rio Theatre, Stevensville, Mont.

BLONDIE

(Col)

One of the best series shows. Hope the
next keeps up to the same high standard.
Pleased the few who saw it. We are looking forward to the next of this series. Played February 1. Weather: Cold. Admission:
25-15-10. General patronage. Population:
400. Capacity: 193.— Dean C. Trippler, Canova Theatre, Canova, S. Dak.

BLONDIE

(Col)

Penny Singleton and Arthur Lake — Good
picture. Business, very short. Played February 22-23. Weather: Good. Admission: 2510. Population: 600. Capacity: 568. Rural
patronage. — C. E. Norcross, Tower Theatre,
Seiling, Okla.

BLUEBEARD'S

EIGHTH

WIFE

(Para)

A swell show but not for small towns.
Played February 10-11. Weather: Good. Admission: 15-10. Rural patronage. Population:
600. Capacity: 200. — Nate Bragg, Opera
House, Guide Rock, Neb.

BORDER

G-MAN

(RKO)

George O'Brien — A good western, but too
much romance involved to please a Saturday audience. Played February 9-11. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Suburban
rural patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity:
400. — A. N. Eeezley, New Grand Theatre,
Littleton, Colo.

BROADWAY

MUSKETEERS

(FN)

Good program picture but failed to draw.
Played February 12-13. Weather: Good. Admission: 30-10. Rural patronage. Population:
900. Capacity: 228. — W. Clark, Palace Theatre, Fort Covington, N. Y.

114

(WB)

They all liked this one. And I say it is,
good entertainment. Film rental too high to
make a profit. Played March 10-12. Weather:
Good. Rural patronage. Population: 900.
Capacity: 180. — T. Tomter, Grand Theatre,
Highmore, S. Dak.

B

(WB)

That Warner outfit sure slips in some
foolers. We got down late, as we did not
expect a crowd, and found the help half
crazy with a full house and a line standing
outside. Played March 15-16. Weather: Clear.
Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 1,100. Capacity: 350. — A. B. Jefferis. Piedmont Theatre, Piedmont, Mo.

DIVORCE

OF LADY

X (UA)

Fair picture, but title keeps patrons away.
Only suitable as double feature. Why do
they want to force these English pictures
over on us? Played March 14-15. Weather:
Fair. Admission: 30-15. Industrial patronage.
Population: 1,050. Capacity 650. — Grobaski
Bros., New Mazda Theatre, L'Anse, Mich.

DRACULA,
Broke

FRANKENSTEIN

all records

(Univ) dual

for these

days.

If you

haven't played this combination, do so. It
will pull them into your theatre. Played
February 13-14. Weather Rain, fair. Admission 20-10; 25-10. Small town and rural
patronage. Population 1,200. — Lincoln A.
Wood, Park Theatre, South Berwick, Me.

DRACULA,
What

FRANKENSTEIN

became

(Univ) dual

of the records this was

going

to break for us? Played February 22. Weather Good; cold. Admission 25-10. Small
town and rural patronage. Population: 1,200.
Capacity: 200. — L. E. Davis, Conia Theatre,
Waconia, Minn.

DRAMATIC

SCHOOL

(M-G-M)

Mainly did
a woman's
the
women
not seem picture,
to care but
for even
it. Luise
Rainer's dialogue seems to annoy most people. Played March 3. Weather: Fair. Admission: 30c tops. Neighborhood patronage.
Population: 2,000,000. Capacity: 800. — Frank
Glenn, Renel Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

F
FISHERMAN'S

WHARF

Just fair. Somehow

G
GOING

PLACES

(WB)

While a bit far-fetched, a masterful bit of
directing made this a worthwhile picture.
Business a little above average. Weather:
Good. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 1,500. Capacity: 425. —
B. Palmer, Onargo Theatre, Onargo, 111.

GOODBYE

BROADWAY

(Univ)

A fair program picture which I played in
the middle ol the week to average business.
February 15. Weather: O. K. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population:
800. Capacity: 200. — F. L. Clarke, Cozy Theatre, Hazen, Ark.

A good picture, but no one came to see it.
Metro pictures have meant nothing to me

FROM

River" Bobby Breen has been going down
hill. Didn't draw here. Played March 5-6.
Weather: Ead. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. —
E. L. Danielson, Castle Theatre, Mabel, Minn.

Played

c

COWBOY

(20th-Fox)

Not

(M-G-M)

A very good automobile racing picture
that did well enough on our bargain nights,.
Play it and it will satisfy. Played February
8-9. Weather: Nice. Admission: 25-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 1,750. Capacity:
385. — Mayme P. Musselman, Princess Theatre, Lincoln, Kas.

(WB)

Splendid picture. Business off account bad
weather. Some criticism of ending for not

ARIZONA

open forum for exhibitor comment. Please address communications
and requests for report blanks to THE
EXHIBITOR
HAS HIS SAY, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City,
Mo.

(RKO)
since "Rainbow

on the

GREAT

MAN

VOTES,

THE (RKO)

An excellent picture that did not appeal to
most of our customers. John Barrymore no
boxoffice draw. Played March 14. Weather:
Okay. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 3,000. Capacity: 600. —
Ritz Amusements,, Park Theatre, North Vernon, Ind.

H
HEART

OF THE NORTH

(WB)

Very good action, beautiful color and wonderful boxoffice picture. Had the best weekend on it in three months. Played March 2425. Weather: Fair. Admission: 35-15. Rural
patronage. Population: 1,000. Capacity: 425.
— Earl R. Allen, Worcester Theatre, Worcester, N. Y.

I
IF I WERE

KING (Para)

One fine production, although hard to get
them in on costume type shows, once in
though, they say perfect. Rathbone proves
himself as a character actor. Played March
12-13. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10.
City and country patronage. Population: 1,300.
Capacity: 200. — J. R. Wills, Eaton Theatre,
Eaton, Colo.

K
KENTUCKY

(20th-Fox)

Record breaking business,. Played February 10-11. Weather: Good. Admission: 2510. Rural patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 200.— Ruby F. Lee, Cove Theatre,
Covington, Ohio.

KING

SOLOMON'S

MINES

(GB)

Drew

well and pleased after heavy exploitation campaigns. Played January 22-23.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 30-10. Rural patronage. Population: 900. Capacity: 228. —
W. Clark, Palace Theatre, Fort Covington,
N. Y.

L
LAW

OF THE TEXANS

(Col)

One of the worst westerns we have ever
played. Our patrons were very disappointed
in the show and so were we. Very amateurish. Played March 1. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 400. Capacity: 193.— Dean C. Trippler,
Canova Theatre, Canova, S. D.

LISTEN, DARLING

(M-G-M)

Fine program picture. Business better than
usual. Paid too much for this program picture and made no money. Played March
8-9. Weather: Fine. Admission: 25-15-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 1,400.

BOXOFFICE

:: May

6, 1939

Capacity: 300. — Lester
atre, Chillicothe, Tex.

Meyers,

Strand

for this. It seemed to please though. Played
March 10-11. Weather: Bad. Admission: 2510. Rural patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. — E. L. Danielson, Castle Theatre,
Mabel, Minn.

The-

LITTLE PAL (Msno), reissue
The kids gave us the razzberry. They expected to see Mickey (Rooney) as he is today— not just out of diapers. Fairly good
picture. Business 150 per cent. Tough competition too. Played February 26-27. Weather: Fair. Admission: 15-10. General patronage. Population: 7,500. — L. J. Boudreau,
Grant Theatre, Eveleth, Minn.

RIDING

WITH

WINGS

(Para)

A wonderful picture and enjoyed by all
who came. Business only fair, or in other
words far below what a picture like this
should do, particularly when thinking of the
rental asked for it. Played March 9-10. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 450. Capacity: 240. — J.
Foster Bailey, New Theatre, Coffeeville, Miss.

MEN

WITH

WINGS

SCOUTS
On

(Para)

DETECTIVE

TO

THE

chapter

strong.

SHINING

HOUR

The

NEXT

N

TIME I MARRY

This was an extra good comedy program
played on our .
bargain nights and pleased
all. These pictures please our rural patronage better than any Class A picture.
Played February 14-15. Weather Fair. Admission 20-10. Small town patronage.
Rur Popual
lation: 1,400. Capacity: 300. — Wiley Booth
pat jr..
ron
Booth Theatre, Wolfe City, Tex.
ag

o

ONE

IN A MILLION

(20th-Fox)

Picked this up old and it outgrossed "Thin
Ice," with the same star and Tyrone Power,
but both gave very good satisfaction. Will
do any house good. Admission: 30-15-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 900. Capacity: 130. — E. J. Kleinsasser, Met Theatre,
Freeman, S. D.

OUT

WEST

WITH

THE HARDYS

(M-G-M)

Not as good as "Love Finds Andy Hardy"
but "buildup" of this series brings extra
patronage. Picture satisfies generally. Played February 26-28. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population:
.
1,100. Capacity: 250. — H. H. Thomas,, DeLuxe
Theatre, Kingsley, la.

P
PARIS
Bing
Edward

HONEYMOON

(Para)

Crosby sings some good numbers.
Everett Horton takes care of the com-

edy. Not as good as "Sing You Sinners,"
but will please all Crosby fans. Played February 22-23. Weather:
Cold. Small town patWe
at
ronage. Population:
2,400. — Loyd Pearson,
h
er
Salem Theatre, Petersburg,
111.
:G
o
o
R d
.
ei
RIDE A CROOKED MILE N(Para)
gh
bo I can find
"Cockeyed" is the only word
rh
oo
pda
BOXOFFICE :: May 6, 1939
t-

SWEETHEARTS
Pop

(M-G-M)

ula
Wonderful
production, however will not
tio
n: in small town. Played February
do business
700
. C
a25 —
Ca
3,
ron
0
a
g
ej.r. Br
111 .
Bprac
Th 048
E. L. Ha
.
P.op ad
adit
ea .
hn
ula
fo y:
tr
SWEETHEARTS ti(M-G-M)
rd
e,
on:
,
Too much singing. Nelson Eddy no actor
and no draw with our patrons as they know
just what the picture will be with these two
(Eddy and MacDonald) starred. Played
March 12-13. Weather: Fair. Admission: 3015. Industrial patronage. Population: 1,050.
Capacity: 650. — Grobaski Bros., New Mazda
Theatre, L'Anse, Mich.

T
THANKS

FOR

EVERYTHING

(20th-Fox)

Very ordinary musical comedy starring
Menjou, Oakie, Whelan, Haley and Martin.
Some liked it and others thought it silly.
Seemed to miss out some way when it
should have been good considering the cast.
Could be passed without regret. Played
March 17-18. Weather: Good. Admission: 3010. Rural patronage. Population: 1,000. Capacity: 345. — S. L. George, Mountain Home
Theatre, Mountain Home, Ida.

THANKS

FOR

EVERYTHING

(20th-Fox)

This, was not so good for our boxoffice
take, and those that came felt they were not

DR. KILDARE

YOUNG

(M-G-M)

IN HEART,

THE (UA)

fair have
show, a but
it. You've
gotA to
lot. just
of didn't
known dopersonalities
in gny picture now to make it click. Played
February 19-21. Weather: Cold. Admission:

1,
Cap
385 — Ma
P. Mus
ymKa
Pr7i50.
Tahcei
L.in
sel
e s.
col
attyr:
nce
man
n,
e,
ss
,
YOUTH TAKES A FLING (Univ)
We wasted a Sunday date on this. It did
not draw average business and majority of
patrons were disappointed. Played February

Pop
Em ul
in ati
en on
ce :
ll

1,
Ca
250 — A. N. Mil
pEa
. Ky
es,
The300.
mcii
.
atr
ntey:
n
e,
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,
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tr
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Pop

ula

si

e.

(M-G-M)

An excellent picture. Audience reaction
was great. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 650. Capacity: 200. —
Ralph W. Weir, Arcade Theatre, Williston,
Fla.

Even this could not bring them in. What's
happened to this business? A good picture
well liked by all, but the comment here is
that it is about time Taylor was being put
back in the type picture he is best fitted
for. Played March 17-18. Weather: Fine.
Admission: 30-25-20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 850. Capacity: 350. — Horn
Ad
mi
<5 Morgan, Inc., Star Theatre, Hay Springs,
s
Neb.

(RKO)

TO HANDLE

Y
YOUNG

A story on the Charlie Chan type. To my
notion Karloff doesn't look the type well
enough. The action and sequence were OK,
SISTERS. THE (WB)
I say it is only fair film 1
fare. Played FebNot so good. My patrons didn't like to
ruary 21-22. Weather: Sleet. Admission: 15see Flynn in the part that he took. Played
10. Small town patronage. Population: 12,March 19-20-22. Weather: Cold. Admission:
000 Capacity: 500. — H. L. Stolzman, Eagle
0
Theatre, Austin, Minn.
Joy
H. Ro
M
pacity: — Mr
be
s. N .
o
Co30l0.
The
rt
2
eb.
so
MYSTERIOUS MR. MOTO
(20th-Fox)
atr
eri
n
,
e,.
dge
,
STABLEMATES (M-G-M)
Many here like these Mr. Moto's best of
any mystery detective pictures, but the numCan't go wrong on this one. Heartwarmber who come is too small to make much
ing story, ideal cast. Played March 5-6.
7
profit. Picture up to average of series. PlayWeather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Smalltown
ed March 14. Weather: Fair. Admission:
patronage. Population: 650. Capacity: 200. —
25-10. Small town patronage. Population:
Ralph W. Weir, Arcade Theatre, Williston,
Fla.
450. Capacity 240. — J. Foster Bailey, New
.
Theatre, Coffeeville, Miss,.
1
Sma
STAND UP AND FIGHT (M-G-M)

0

HOT

(M-G-M)

Had a number of good comments on this
one and also a few said they did not care
for it at all. I enjoyed the good all-star cast,
but it has no drawing power in our small
town. Played March 17-19. Weather: Good.
Rural patronage. Population: 900. Capacity:
180. — T. Tomter, Grand Theatre, Highmore,
S. D.

(Mono)

out fine for
short. Good

A good
picture
goodcriticized.
business. Played
Can't
see
why this
has tobeen
March 12-14. Weather: Bad. Admission: 3510. General patronage. Population: 1,000.
Capacity: 250. — H. S. Coulter, Rio Theatre,
Meeker, Colo.

(Univ) serial

going

(Col)

story, etc., but can only be classed as —
western, bang! bang! Played March 10-11.
Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. City and
country patronage. Population: 1,300. Capacity: 200.— J. R. Wills,, Eaton Theatre, Eaton, Colo.

TOO

RESCUE

six and

WEST

A western that will work
double bills. Is more like a

kids eat it up and the adults don't walk out.
Population: 1,100. Capacity: 300. — E. C. Arehart, Strand Theatre, Milford, la.

Good air picture which failed to hold up.
Played March 19-20-21. Weather: Stormy.
Admission: 25-20-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 1,500. Capacity: 370. — F. D. Morris, Meade Theatre, Meade, Kas.

WONG,

THUNDERING

s

5

MR.

AIR (RKO)

I passed this up once then went back and
picked it up. The boys in the overalls
thought it was about the funniest thing they
had ever seen and it did average business.
Maybe the critics were wrong. Played February 15-16. Weather: Bad. Admission: 2510. Rural patronage. Population: 600. Capacity: 230. — W. O. Woody, Stockton Theatre, Stockton, Mo.

M
MEN

ON

overly repaid. From the reviews I simply misjudged its drawing power. Played February
19-20. Weather: Warm. Admission: 40-15.
General patronage. Population: 3,000. Capacity: 480. — A. E. Andrews, Emporium Theatre, Emporium, Pa.
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The Most Comfortable
The Most Convenient
The Best Address in Hollywood . . .
Ideally located in every respect . . .
near
ters .

business and shopping
. . just two minutes

cenfrom

Hollywood's new radio city ... an
easy distance to the beaches and
every motion picture studio in town.
Hotel or housekeeping rooms . . .
Twenty-four hour telephone
. . Maid service.

service

Daily Rate From $2.50
Monthly Rates From $40
6376 YUCCA

HOLLYWOOD
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Selling Seats
Waterloo Delivers

Ia. — They

did things

Fort
up

big

in W. Ray Johnston’s home town for the
opening of Monogram’s “Streets of New
York,” with Jackie Cooper, at the Iowa
Theatre.
By special telephone hook-up with Monogram studios in Hollywood on opening
night. Jack Smith, film critic of the
Courier, interviewed Cooper and Martin
Spellman, also in the film, from the Iowa
stage. Extra loudspeaker was set up in
the lobby and the words of Smith, Cooper
and Spellman were heard by hundreds
outside who were unable to buy tickets
for the opener.
Fifty circulars marked with stars and
good for a pair of admissions were included in a batch of 2,000 dropped from
the sky a day before the opening at 5:30
p. m„ catching the “going-home” crowds.
A tipoff on this was carried over station
WMT the day before it happened. Fortyfive of the “star” bills were returned to
the boxoffice.
A congratulatory telegram from Johnston was blown up for the theatre front.
Other telegrams from Boris Karloff, Marjorie Reynolds, John Carroll, Cooper,
Spellman, and Scott R. Dunlap, producer,
were mounted on an easel as a lobby display.

For Kiddie Goodwill
Bridgeport,

Conn. — Philip

IDEAS

It's Never Too Late to
Sell a Motion Picture

For Ray Johnston
Waterloo,

PRACTICAL

Schwartz

Worth,

Tex. — Although

old gun collection in a First National Bank window attracted many passers-by, as did an 1898 model automobile
parked on a conspicuous downtown corner, which grabbed so much attention it
had to be removed after one day.
Aside from numerous radio, newspaper
and merchants tieups, a campaign feature
was a “Jesse James Trio,” composed of
girls in old fashion costumes, bonnets and
pigtails, who appeared on a Saturday
morning Kiddie Show at the theatre, at
the Kiwanis Club, and on the Interstate
circuit radio program. The trio gave its
version of the Jesse James song in the
film.

Benny and Pennies Sell
" Artists and Models "
a

publicity

stunt

in connection with the showing of “Artists
and Models Abroad,” the Majestic here
offered a free admission ticket to the theatre to the first 50 persons bringing a
1922 Lincoln penny to the boxoffice betwe n 1 and 1:30 p. m. on the opening
day.

of

the Parkway is the first to take advantage of the advent of the spring season.
On Saturday afternoons he is handing
out free juvenile baseball outfits to the
holders of lucky tickets. This is the first
time the idea has been tried here.

Explanation in connection with the offer: “It has often been said that Jack
Benny has the first cent he ever made.
We are anxious to secure a limited quantity of similar coins and will give a ticket to
see Jack Benny

SHOWMEN

playing

An

Wis. — As

PRACTICAL

A Campaign Series
Around Shirley

the Parkway Theatre here fourth run,
“Jesse James” was given an exhaustive
campaign which created considerable interest and brought outstanding business
for three days.

Sheboygan,

BY

in this hilarious comedy.”

New

York — An

exploitation

series built

around Shirley Temple was executed by
publicity representatives of RKO and
20th-Fox for the engagement of “Little
Princess” in several key city houses of
the RKO circuit. City by city, the stunts:
Boston — The seven-year-old daughter
of a PWA worker, who wrote a letter to
the Evening American inviting Shirley
to visit her humble home, in turn was
made a “Princess for a Day,” as the guest
of the child star. With her mother, she
spent a night at the Ritz-Carlton, was
entertained at a luncheon the next day,
and wound up on a shopping tour of the
Hub’s large department stores.
Cincinnati — A “Shirley Temple” drawing and coloring contest was held in conjunction with the Times-Star, with consideration given to the age of contestants,
ranging from six to 16 years. For the
best drawings, the Times-Star awarded
$50 in cash prizes.
Newark — A “Princess for a Day” stunt,
similar to the one in Boston, was conducted here, in this instance in cooperation with the Ledger. The contest was
open to little girls between the ages of
8 and 11.
New York — In this area the little girl
most closely resembling Shirley was
awarded $100 in cash, a complete Shirley
Temple outfit, and numerous other prizes
obtained through tieups with business
firms. The winner was determined
through photographs submitted to local
RKO theatres.
Contests similar to the one in New
York were also promoted in Brooklyn and
Queens,
Westchester and New Rochelle,
N. J.

24-Page Tabloid Prepared
By Babb in Mount Vernon
Mount

Vernon,

Ohio — A special 24-page

tabloid, containing 20 scenes from forthcoming film productions and considerable
art work on the New York World’s Fair,
was distributed to 10,000 homes here by
James
Theatre.Platt, manager

of Schine’s Vernon

The tabloid, also containing cooperative
merchant ads, features 10 all-expensespaid trips to the World’s Fair for patrons
of the Vernon. Merchants are cooperating
with the Vernon in making the trips possible.

No Glamour

Here —

Ken Rockwell of the RKO Colonial in New
war with this display for “ Grand Illusion."

116

York

took the illusion out of

Preparation of the publication was under the supervision of Kroger Babb, Schine
ad man, Platt, and Ronald Sturgess, manager of Schine’s Vine here.
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JjXHIBITORS can avail themselves of a
special deal offered by the Warren
Smith Perfume Co. of Defiance, Ohio. The
company is manufacturing a new perfume named after Pranciska Gaal which
is on sale at leading five and ten cent
stores. Free lobby display material will
be supplied and exhibitors can tie in with
the window displays in the stores featuring the perfume. The perfume is being
advertised in a list of fan magazines.

Irene Castle’s love for dogs was capitalized in Omaha by Manager Will Singer of
the Brandeis for a good promotional stunt
during the run of ‘‘The Story of Irene and
Vernon Castle.” Singer induced a number
of prominent citizens to sponsor a movement, the purpose of which was to save
dogs from the pound and present them,
along with license plates to worthy youngsters. The organization is now known as
the Vernon and Irene Castle Foundation.

SeUinj ^eati

SHOWMEN

"Neighborhood Movies"
Stimulator Clicking
Philadelphia — “Neighborhood

Movies,”

Baron of Metro Busy on
Campaigns in Mideast
a

new boxoffice stimulator, is working out
effectively under the supervision of Jack
Blumberg at the President Theatre, StiefelBlumberg house.
“EXTRA — See yourself, friends and
neighbors
the sign.

on

our

screen,” reads

A special cameraman makes the round
of the neighborhood each week, taking
shots of street scenes, games, parties,
meetings and so on. The film is made up
quickly and shown as a regular short during the following week.

An Exhibit of Relics for
' Stagecoach1 ' in Pitt
Pittsburgh — Containing

a

free

exhibit

for “Stagecoach,” a museum in a tent on
Penn Ave. adjoining the Roosevelt Theatre
attracted thousands the past few weeks.
The

Harry Rose, manager of the Loew’s
Poli-Globe, Bridgeport, Conn., utilized a
dairy tieup for his campaign on “Star Reporter.” Some 5,000 milk bottle covers
carried Marsha Hunt’s picture and endorsement for drinking milk for beauty.
Eight trucks were also used in the promotion with both sides bannered with plugs
for the picture.

exhibit included old guns, arrowheads, pistols, tomahawks, trunks, costumes, pioneer household articles, Indian
relics and other materials associated with
the period of history recorded in the
Walter Wanger production. Guides and
attendants were costumed as cowboys.

•

With production well underway on Paramount’s forthcoming “Gulliver’s Travels,”
contracts already have been closed with
seven leading toy manufacturers to sponsor toys and novelties based on characters
to appear in the cartoon.

at Racine offered two cash prizes totaling
$15 for the best display advertisements
created for “Life of Alexander Graham
Bell.” Contestants were shown the picture
at a special preview.

o

STATE

“For going too FAST untie this ticket
AND when you get it LOOSE” reads a
clever car tag prepared by B. J. Edwards,
manager of the Westex, Onley, Tex., for
the Metro film, “Fast and Loose.” An invitation message and playdate copy followed.
Owner John Kumler of the Pantheon
Theatre, Toledo, Ohio, used a plane from
which was released hundreds of parachutes as a ballyhoo for “The Flying
Irishman.” Title of the picture was
stamped on each parachute.

Dept,

OF

Wis. — Warner’s

INSANITY

of Motor

Vehicles

"Love Affair" Bally
seven-foot

model

of

the

Queen Mary was loaned to the Palace by
the Cunard White Star Line office as part
of the ballyhoo on “Love Affair.” With
it was used a silver silk cloth background
which under a spotlight gave a wave effect. The Cunard Line also devoted a window on Michigan Boulevard to the picture.
BOXOFFICE
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Charles Baron, exploiteer, who directed openings of the Shaw film, has been
busy of late with “Sergeant Madden” displays, one of the features being a Wallace
Beery photo contest, and “Ice Follies” campaigns. For “Four Girls in White” Baron
used registered nurses in connection with
key city openings.

EXHIBITORS!!!
Cash In With
This Money - Making
Popcorn

Machine

Make 70c Clear »
On Every Dollars
is a

real

money-maker

for
that
And

Theatre

BACKSEAT
LICENSE No. DRIVER’S
E77797*

Name

clear on every dollar! The money
comes in fast, too, because of the

@pays handsome profits! Yes, 70c

de
Unlike tra
Any

it draws.

Other Machine

Not the old-style handoperated, street comer
style. But a
beautiful
modernized
all - electric
model

that operates anywhere — and
instantly

draws

a

big trade.

It has

light, color and motion —
and it really gets the
business.

f
* Address
«*>

Shut

ac-

centered on “Pygmalion,” which was given
one of the most comprehensive campaigns
in recent years. Most effective were the
numerous “Miss Pygmalion” contests, and
in this connection 11 of the 15 “Miss
Pygmalions” in the local territory were
fully outfitted with Easter clothes.

you — a
popcorn machine
really gets the business.

THIS CERTIFIES, that the person described and named below,
has passed all tests for hysteria and nervousness on the 20th day
of
March, 1939, ancf is herewith licensed to operate, dominate, irritate and
criticize the Chauffeur either from the rear or from the front seat.

- — 1 IOLL/GR ur .
ncLrruL
/\L/ v
up! Stop worrying about the driverl Make an

THEATRE,
Hollywood.
nAl t'i2HTCD^,I^GS
OF Sunday,
c™,5 NAVY"
rue™
, , „Start'l’e
Mar.

ancl "YES,
26th,
FOX

Has
appointment

with

MY
DARLING
PARAMOUNT

a

large popping capacity, with a full size
attractive cabinet. Electricity costs as little as lc

for every dollar's
of popcorn.

Effective! —
Hollywood — Dave

Chicago — A

Venetian

exploitation

tivities in the local area for several months

Here

Ad Display Contest
Racine,

Pittsburgh — M-G-M’s

Martin,

manager

of

the Fox Paramount, reached into Bill Hendrick’s Encyclopedia of Exploitation and
came out with a stunt he used with effective and amusing results for a double bill
consisting of “Wings of the Navy” and
“Yes, My Darling Daughter.”
He distributed “backseat driver’s license”
cards whenever possible to the man in the
party of patrons leaving the theatre. The
cards were usually turned over to the
women who read the copy through.

Low Down
Learn

How

worth

Payment— Easy Terms

Easily

You

Can

Own

and

Operate This Sensational Money-Maker.
Get the Facts — And See for Yourself That
You, Too, Can Cash in!

Write
/ Other
j chines

For Free Catalog Today!
efficient improved Popcorn Mafor every location. Also Peanut

\
/

Lunchand
Equipment.
Get Our
j Roasters
Money-Making“HotCatalog.
Dog” /(

V and

ADVANCE
■ ■6334

MFG. CO.

St. Louis Ave., ST. LOUIS, MO.
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"UNION PACIFIC" PREMIERE IN OMAHA DOES 300
AVERAGE

CHARLOTTE

Broadway — Persons in Hiding (Para), 1st half. 95
Broadway — . . . one third of a nation (Para)
2nd half
95

Carolina — Dark Victory (FN)
Imperial — Four Girls in White (M-G-M),
1st half
Imperial — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M), 2nd
half

110

State — Pacific Liner (RKO), 1st half
State — Stranger From Arizona (Col), 2nd
half

100

100
100

Union

Pacific — Omaha

Dodge

City — (2nd

New

Apollo — The Hound
of the Baskervilles
(20th-Fox)
100
Chicago — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox) plus stage show
100
Garrick — Love Affair (RKO), 3rd loop wk.,,.100
Oriental — Twelve Crowded
Hours (RKO), plus
stage show
85
Palace — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO)
plus stage show, 3rd wk
90
Roosevelt — Dodge City (WB), 3rd loop wk. ...100
State-Lake — Three Musketeers (20th-Fox) plus
stage show, 2nd loop wk
85
United Artists — Wuthering Heights (UA), 2nd
wk
95
World
wk

Playhouse — Ballerina

(SR),

held

2nd

125

CINCINNATI
Albee — Dark Victory (FN), held over
Capitol — Midnight (Para), 2nd wk., held over..
Grand — Dodge City (WB), 3rd wk
Keith's — Hound of the Baskervilles (20thFox)

130
130
130
130

Lyric — Stagecoach (UA), 2nd wk., held over.. 120
Palace — East Side of Heaven
(Univ), held... 130
Shubert — Story of Dene and Vernon Castle
(RKO),
3rd wk
110

300

wk.) — Pitts-

burgh
Wuthering

205

Heights — New

York

Haven,

(both dualled)

200

I’m From Missouri — Minneapolis..
Dark Victory — Omaha

175
150

Dodge

City — Denver

150

Story

of Alexander

OKLAHOMA

150

EXTENDED

RUNS

Pygmalion, 20th wk., New
Alexander Nevsky, 6th wk.,
York City.

York City.
Cameo, New

65

Little
Love

Princess,
Affair,

Midnight,
City.
Prison

3rd

3rd

3rd

wk.,

wk.,

wk..

Without

100

State — Midnight (Para).
and 5 acts vaudeville

175

Stillman — King

of

the

Stage:

Turf

Judy

Garland

(UA)

65

DALLAS
Capitol — Pardon
1st half
Capitol — Law
2nd half
Majestic
Melba —
Palace —
Tower —

Our

Nerve

(20th-Fox),
80

West

of

Tombstone

(RKO)
90

— Stagecoach (UA)
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Love Affair (RKO)
Midnight (Para), 2nd wk

130
100
120
100

Broadway — Story
(RKO),
after

New

Bars,

York

3rd

wk.,

City.
New

York

Fisherman’s Wharf
the Orpheum

(RKO),

after

a

wk.

at

Denham — Never Say Die (Para)
Denver — Dodge City (WB)
Orpheum — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M);
Society Lawyer
(M-G-M)
Paramount — Hound of the Baskervilles (20thFox) ; Women
in the Wind
(WB)

110
75
150
90
135

Rialto — The Little Princess (20th-Fox), after
a wk. each at the Denver and Aladdin;
Mr. Moto on Danger Island (20th-Fox) . . . . 115

DETROIT
Adams — Love Affair (RKO),
Fox; Boy Slaves (RKO)
Cinema — South
(Malmar)

Riding

after

(UA) ; With

Fox — Story of Alexander
Fox), plus stage show

Graham

1 wk.

at
105

a
Bell

Smile

120

(20th-

Michigan — Dark Victory (FN) ; Kid From
Texas (M-G-M)
Palms State — Dodge City (WB), after a wk.
Michigan; Sudden Money (Para)
United Artists — The Hardys Ride High
(M-G-M)

115
115

at
110
125

INDIANAPOLIS
Alamo — Trouble in Sundown
(RKO), 1st half. 80
Alamo — Forged Passport (Rep), 2nd half
50
Circle — The Lady’s From
Kentucky
(Para)... 110
Indiana — East Side of Heaven
(Univ)
90
Loew’s — Ice Follies of
Lyric — On Trial (WB),

1939 (M-G-M)
plus stage show

KANSAS

CITY

Esquire — East Side of Heaven (Univ)
Midland — Let Freedom Ring (M-G-M); Prison
Without Bars (UA)
Newman — Dodge City (WB);
3rd wk
Orpheum — Dark Victory (FN)
Tower — Winner Take All (20th-Fox); Orrin

118

80
90

125
70
75
140

90
90
90
85
300
65

150
300
120
150

PHILADELPHIA
City.
AA’uthering

Heights,

3rd

wk.,

New

3rd

Aldine — AA’uthering Heights (UA), 2nd wk
Boyd — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
Earle — Love Affair (RKO)
Fox — The Lady’s From Kentucky (Para), plus
Ben Blue and Virginia Verrill on stage
Karlton — Midnight (Para), 2nd wk
Keith’s — East Side of Heaven
(Univ)

York

Tucker and
Uptown — Same

Band
as Esquire

175
115

ANGELES

Chinese — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox); The Kid From
Texas (M-G-M).. 150
Downtown — Wuthering
Heights (UA); Torch}’
Runs
for Mayor
(WB)
125
Four
Star — Prison Without
Bars
(UA), 2nd
wk
75
Hillstreet — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO), 3rd wk.; Society Smugglers (Univ)..
Hollywood — Same as Downtown
Pantages — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO), 3rd wk. ; Exposed (Univ)
Paramount — The
Lady’s
From
Kentucky
(Para), plus stage show
State — Same
as Chinese

Palace — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M);
Winner
Take All (20th-Fox)
Riverside — My Wife’s Relatives (Rep), plus
stage show

of Vernon and Irene Castle
2 wks.
at the Orpheum;

90
95

CITY

Brandeis — Dark
Victory (FN)
Omaha — Union Pacific (Para)
Orpheum — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M);
AA’ithin the Law
(M-G-M)
Paramount — Union Pacific (Para)

Denver.

100
125
100

100
100

Strand — Midnight (Para); I’m From
Missouri
(Para)
85
Warner — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ) ;
Women
in the Wind
(WB)
135
Wisconsin — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M);
Society Lawyer
(M-G-M)
140
MINNEAPOLIS
Aster — Twelve Crowded
Hours
(RKO);
Sudden
Money
(Para)
Century — Three Smart Girls Grow
Up
(Univ), 2nd wk
Gopher — Let Us Live (Col)
Orpheum — I’m From Missouri (Para), plus
stage show
State — Wuthering Heights (UA)
World — Amphitryon
(French)

NEW

Paramount — I’m From
Missouri (Para); Persons in Hiding (Para), 5 days
Roger Sherman — Wuthering Heights (UA) ;
Spirit of Culver (Univ), held over

NEW

90
100
80
175
95
40

HAVEN

College — The
Story of Vernon
and
Irene
Castle (RKO);
Twelve
Crowded
Hours
(RKO),
2nd wk
Loew-Poli — Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M);
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)

100
85
80
200

ORLEANS

Center — Code of the Streets (Univ)
Globe — They Made Me a Criminal (WB)
Liberty — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO),
3rd showing
Orpheum — Hound
of the Baskervilles (20thFox)
.
Regent — Woman
Doctor (Rep)
Saenger — Dodge City (WB)
State — Let Freedom
Ring
(M-G-M)
Tudor — Pearls of the Crown
(Lenauer)

Palace — You Can’t Get Away
AA’ith
( WB)
Stanley — The Castles (RKO)
Stanton — Dodge City (WB)

85
90
95
100
75
100
125
100

145
110
100
90
120
95

Murder
100
90
140

PITTSBURGH
Alvin — Three
2nd wk

Smart

Girls

Grow

Up

(Univ),
105

Barry — My Son Is a Criminal (Col)
110
Fulton — East Side of Heaven (Univ), 2nd wk. .100
Penn — Love Affair (RKO)
85
Senator — Magnificent Obsession (Univ), reissue;
Mr. Moto in Danger Island (20th-Fox)
60
Stanley — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M);
Fred
Waring
stage show
130
Warner — Dodge City (WB), 2nd d.t. wk
205

85
150

MILWAUKEE

DENVER

105
125
200

OMAHA

Chicago.

Story of Vernon and Irene Castle,
wk., Chicago, Denver, New
Orleans.

LOS

Palace — The Hound of the Baskervilles (20thFox). Stage: Jimmy
Dorsey and Orchestra
as vaudeville headliners

7o
70
100

75

Chicago, CincinCity, New
York

125

90

100

(20th-Fox)
Dodge
City, 3rd wk.,
nati, Cleveland, Kansas
City.

CLEVELAND
Allen — Dodge City (WB), 3rd wk
City — Potemkin
(Amkino); The Country
Bride (Amkino)
Hippodrome — The Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle (RKO)

CITY

Criterion — Three Smart Girls Grow Up
(Univ)
Liberty — 12 Crowded
Hours (RKO);
The
Girl Downstairs (M-G-M), 4 days
Liberty — Risky Business (Univ) ; Peck’s Bad
Boy at the Circus (RKO), 3 days
Midwest — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Plaza — Dodge City (WB), moveover from
Criterion
State — Smashing the Spy Ring (Col); The
Little Adventuress (Col)
Tower — The Hound
of the Baskervilles

Graham

Bell — Los Angeles

YORK

Astor — Pygmalion
(M-G-M),
20th wk
Capitol — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M), 2nd
wk.
Criterion — Back Door to Heaven
(Para)
Globe — Prison Without Bars (UA), 3rd wk
Paramount — Midnight (Para), 3rd wk. plus
stage show
Radio City Music Hall — Dark Victory (FN),
plus stage show
Rivoli — AVuthering Heights (UA), 2nd wk
Roxy — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell (20thFox), 4th wk. plus stage show
Strand — Dodge
City (WB),
3rd wk. plus
stage show

Top Hits of the Week

105

CHICAGO

NEW

IS 100%

SALT LAKE

CITY

Centre — Union Pacific (Para)
Paramount — Broadway
Seremide (M-G-M) ....
Studio — Love Affair (RKO), 2nd wk
Utah — Persons in Hiding (Para); Spirit of
Culver (Univ)
Victory — Inside Story (20th-Fox); My Son Is a
Criminal (Col)

145
105
100
110
105

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox); Sudden Money (Para), 2nd wk. ..100
Fifth Avenue — Dark Victory (FN); Society
Lawyer
(M-G-M)
90
Music Box — AVuthering Heights (UA)
110
Orpheum — The Hound
of the Baskervilles
(20th-Fox); Spirit of Culver (Univ)
90
Palomar — Mexicali Rose (Rep); Mystery of
Mr. AVong (Mono), plus stage show
Paramount —The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M);
The Kid From
Texas (M-G-M)
Uptown — The

Lady

A’anishes

Moving

(GB)

90
90
110

Vanities

(Continued from page 113)
Allen is his foil, as the wife. Rather than
pay a $10 a month increase in rent, the
Errols decide to move. It seems easy at
first, but obstacles in an Errol comedy
have a way of piling up that always makes
things complicated, especially when the
matter of moving is involved. The Errols
are shunted from pillar to post in a quest
for a home, finally taking refuge in the
open, and, because it happened during
darkness, on a railroad track. Scrapes
with the police, beetle inspectors, condemnation authorities, etc., are part of
the pattern. It can’t miss.
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TO

Alphabetical Index TO THESooki
This Index is designed as a time saving guide for exhibitors who
know the title of a feature, but do not recall the producer or distributor. All features listed here appear in the BOOKING CHART
in release week squares alongside the proper company headings. The date following title is issue of review. Number at end
of line is production number.

A
Across the Plains (Mono)
3855
Adventure in the Sahara (Col)
Dec. 24
9028
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(M-G-M)
Feb. 18
923
Adventures of Jane Arden
<WB) Feb. 18
321
Almost a Gentleman (RKO)
Mar. 11
920
Ambush
(Para) Jan. 21
3820
Angels With Dirty Faces (FN)
Oct. 29
351
Arizona Cowboy
(Col)
Arizona Region (RKO) Jan.
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)
Nov. 12
Arrest Bulldog Drummond
(Para) Nov. 26
Asking for Trouble (GB)

9207
14.. 982

3812
8012

Back Door to Heaven (Para)
Apr. 15
3833
Beachcomber, The (Para) Dec. 3.3863
Beauty for the Asking (RKO)
Jan. 28
915
Big Town Czar (Univ) Apr. 22 . . 934
Blackwell's Island (FN) Mar. 4
Blind Alley (Col) Apr. 29
Blondie (Col) Nov. 5
9011
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Mar. 4
Montana

Skies

(Rep)

844

Boy
Friend (20th-Fox)
Boy Slaves (RKO)
Jan. 21
Boy Trouble (Para) Feb. 4
Boys Reformatory
(Mono)
Bridal Suite (M-G-M)
Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Apr. 8
Bronze Buckaroo (Sack) Jan.

943
911
3824
3820

931
7.

Bulldog Drummond’s
Secret
Police (Para) Apr. 8
Burn ’Em Up
Jan. 14

O’Connor

919

11 ... . 3826
8206

Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Apr. 29
Captain Fury (UA)
Charlie Chan In Honolulu
(20th-Fox) Dec. 24
Chasing Danger (20th-Fox)
Jan. 7
Christmas Carol,
Dec. 17

A

932

941

(M-G-M)

917

(GN)

18.3822

327

D
Dark
Victory (FN) Mar. 11... 354
Dawn Patrol (WB)
Dec. 24
303
Disbarred (Para) Jan. 14
3818
Dodge City (WB) Apr. 8
304
Down on the Farm
(20th-Fox)
Oct. 15
920
Down
the Wyoming
Trail
(Mono)
3864
Dramatic School (M-G-M)
Dec. 15
915
Drifting Westward
(Mono)
Mar. 25
3864
Duke of West Point (UA) Dec. 24

E
East Side of Heaven
Apr. 15

(Univ)
3006

Everybody’s Baby
(20th-Fox)
Dec. 3
Exile Express (GN) Feb. 18

935
301

F
Fast and Roose (M-G-M) Feb. 18. 924
Family Next Door (Univ)
Apr. 15
3020
Federal Man-Hunt
(Rep)
Jan. 14
820
Feud of the Range (Metropolitan)
Fighting Thoroughbreds (Rep)
Jan. 21
808
First Offenders (Col) Mar. 11.. 9030
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922
914
919
823
921
8011

(Rep)

Apr. 15
854
Frontiers of ’49 (Col) Mar. 11... 9212
Frontiersman (Para) Nov. 26.... 3856

G
Gambling Ship (Univ) Dec. 24. .3023
Gang Bullets (Mono) Dec. 10
3818
Ghost Town Riders (Univ)
3054
Girl Downstairs (M-G-M) Dec. 31 916
Girl From
Nowhere
(Mono) ....
Going Places (FN) Dec. 24
359
Gracie Allen Murder Case (Para)
Great Man Votes (RKO)
Jan. 14 913
Gun Packer (Mono) Nov. 19
3851
Gunga Din (RKO)
Jan. 28
912

H
Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
Apr. 22
934
Harlem Rides the Range (Sack)
Heart of the North (FN) Dec. 17 362
Home
on the Prairie (Rep)
Feb. 18
842
Homicide Bureau (Col) Feb. 11.9035
Honolulu (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
922
nonor of the West (Univ)
3055
Hotel Imperial (Para) Apr. 22.. 3836
Hound of the Baskervilles
Apr.

1

936

I
I Am
a Criminal (Mono) Dec. 3.3812
I’m From Missouri (Para)
Mar. 25
3830
I Was a Convict (Rep) Feb. 25. 824
Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Mar. 11
925
Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
920
Inside Story (20th-Fox) Oct. 22.. 934
Inspector Homleigh
(RKO)

928

Convict’s Code (Mono) Feb.
Cowboy and the Rady (CA)
Nov. 26
Through

Frog, The (GB)
Frontier Pony Express

Apr. 22
It’s a Wonderful

Climbing High (20th-Fox)
Apr. 22
8013
Code of the Secret Service (FN) . .374
Code of the Streets (Univ)
3019
Come On Rangers (Rep) Dec. 3. . 818
Comet Over Broadway
(FN)
Dec. 17
370
Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN) 353

Crashing

Forged Passport (Rep) Feb. 11..
Four Girls in White (M-G-M)
Jan. 21

3831

(M-G-M)

(RKO)
844

(20th-Fox)

C
Cafe Society (Para) Feb.
California Frontier (Col)
Dec. 24

Wharf

929

B

Blue

Fisherman’s
Feb. 4

Fixer Dugan
(RKO)
Apr. 29...
Flirting With Fate (M-G-M)
Dec. 3
Flying Irishman (RKO)
Mar. 11
For Rove or Money (Univ)

World

(M-G-M)

I

Jesse James <20th-Fox) Jan.
Jones Family in Hollywood
<20th-Fox)

21..

945
936

921
946

K

Kentucky
(20th-Fox) Dec. 24... 923
Kid From Texas (M-G-M) Apr. 8 929
King of Chinatown (Para)
Mar. 11
3827
King of the Turf (UA) Feb. 18
King of the Underworld
(WB)
Jan. 14
317

L
Rady and the
Radv’s From

Mob (Col)
Kentucky,

Mar.
The

11.9013

(Para) Apr. 15
3834
Rast Warning
(Univ) Dec. 10... 3027
Raw
Comes to Texas (Col)
9214
Raw West of Tombstone (RKO)
Nov. 19
909
I.et Freedom
Ring (M-G-M)
Feb. 25
Ret Us Rive (Col) Feb. 18
Rittle Orphan Annie (Para)
Dee. 3
Rittle Pal (Mono)
Rittle Princess (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
Rittle Tough Guys in Society
(Univ) Nov. 26
Rone Star Pioneers (Col)
Apr. 15
Rone Wolf
Jan. 28

926
9007
3814
3828
932
3011
9213

Spy

Hunt

(Col)
9014

Rong Shot (GN) Dec.
Rost Patrol (RKO)

31

Rove Affair (RKO)
Mar.
Ruclty Night (M-G-M)

M

Made for Each
Feb. 11

Other

313
18

916
933

(UA)

Man of Conquest (Rep) Apr. 15. . 801
Mexicali Rose (Rep) Apr. 1
843
Midnight (Para) Mar. 11
3828
Missing Daughters (Col) Apr. 29.9027
Mr. Moto’s Rast Warning

A

(2katt

S

CURRENT

GUIDE

RELEASES

.926
(20tli-Fox) July 30
Mr. Moto on Danger Island
(20th-Fox) Mar. 18
My Son Is a Criminal (Col)
Mar. 18

937
9029

My Wife’s Relatives (Rep)
Mar. 11
810
Mysterious Miss X (Rep) Jan. 21 809
Mystery of Mr. Wong
(Mono)
Mar. 18
3806
Mystery of the White Room
(Univ) Apr. 1
3037
Mystery Plane (Mono) Mar. 4.... 3809

N
Nancy
Jan.

Drew,
28

Reporter

372

Night Riders (Rep) Apr. 8
North of Shanghai (Col) Mar.
North of Yukon
(Col)

O

P
Pacific Riner (RKO)
Dec. 31... 914
Panama
Rady (RKO)
925
Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox)
Nov. 19
931
Paris Honeymoon
(Para)
Dec. 24
3821
Peck’s Bad Boy With the Circus
(RKO)
Nov. 26
948
Persons in Hiding (Para) Jan. 28.3823
Phantom
Stage (Univ)
3056
Pirates of the Skies (Univ)
3033
Pride of the Navy (Itep) Jan. 28 822
Prison Without Bars (UA) Feb. 25
Dec.

11....

980

Racketeers of the Range (RKO)
Red River Range (Rep) Apr. 29
Return of the Cisco Kid

984
864

R

(20th-Fox) Apr. 29
Ride a Crooked Mile
Dec. 10

940

(Para)

3815

Ride ’Em Cowgirl (GN) Jan. 28.W1-2
Rio Grande (Col) Apr. 8
9202
Risky Business (Univ) Mar. 11.. 3029
Road Demon
(20th-Fox) Aug. 27. 918
Romance
of the Redwoods
(Col) Apr. 29
Rolling Westward (Mono) Apr.
Rookie Cop (RKO)
Apr. 29
Rose of Washington
Square
(20th-Fox)
Rough Riders
Mar. 25

Roundup

1.3863
923
942

(Rep)

853

S
St. Uouis Blues (Para) Jan.
Saint Strikes Back (RKO)
Feb. 18
Santa Fe Stampede (Itep)
Dec.
Say It
Secret
Feb.
Secrets
Nov.

the

Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Mar. 25
Sharpshooters (20tli-Fox) Sept. 24
Shine On, Harvest Moon (Rep) . .

927
916
852

19.. 912
18 3858

Smiling Along (20th-Fox) Dec. 17 933
Smoky
Trails (Metropolitan) . . .
Society Lawyer (M-G-M)
Apr. 1 930
Society Smugglers (Univ)
Mar. 11
3024
Some Like It Hot (Para)
3837
Song of the Buckaroo (Mono)
Jan. 14
3861
Son of Frankenstein (Univ)
Jan. 21
Sorority House (RKO)
Apr. 22.. 924
Spirit of Culver (Univ) Mar. 4. .3014
Spoilers of the Range
(Col) ... .9206
Stagecoach (UA) Feb. 11
Stand Up and Fight (M-G-M)
Jail. 7
918
Star of Midnight (RKO)
reissue
Star Reporter (Mono) Feb. 25.. 3822
Stolen Life (Para) Apr. 29
3864

»09
25

Prairie

1
Case (GN)
(Para) Oct. 29
Winner (FN)

Sunset Trail
Sweepstakes

3862
345
3857

Apr. 22
Sweethearts (M-G-M)
Dec. 24...
Swing, Sister, Swing (Univ)
Dec.

17

373
910
3021

T
Tail Spin (20th-Fox)
Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
Terror of Tiny Town
(Col)
July 30
Texas Stampede
(Col)
Thanks for Everything
Fox)
Thanks

Dec. 10
for the

925
935
9050
9204

(20tli-

Memory

917

(Para)

Nov. 12
3811
The Dove (RKO)
926
The Gorilla (20th-Fox)
944
The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
The Sun Never Sets (Univ)....
There’s That Woman
Again
(Col) Dec. 17
9006
They Asked for It (Univ)
They Made Her a Spy (RKO)
Mar. 25
920
They Made Me a Criminal (WB)
Jan. 7
307
Three Musketeers (20th-Fox)
Feb. 11
937
Three Smart Girls Grow
Up
(Univ) Mar. 25
3001
Three Texas Steers (Rep)
866
Thundering West (Col) Apr. 15.. 9203
Tom
Sawyer, Detective (Para)
Dec. 24
3816
To the Rescue (GN)
328
Topper Takes a Trip (UA) Jan. 7
Torehy Gets Her Man
(WB)
Oct. 15
Torehy in Chinatown (FN)
Torehy Runs for Mayor (WB)

318
371

Apr. 1
Tough Kid (Mono) Jan. 14
Trade Winds (UA) Dec. 31

333
3819

Trigger Pals (GN) Jan. 21
Trigger Smith (Mono)
Trouble in Sundown
(RKO)

Wl-13
3854

Mar. 11
12 Crowded Hours

983
18 917

(RKO)

Feb.

U
Undercover
Undercover

Agent
Doctor

(Mono)
(Para)

3824

Union Pacific (Para)
Unmarried
(Para)
Up

17
863
in French (Para) Nov. 26.3813
Service of the Air (WB)
11
320
of a Nurse (Univ)
19
3022

Shining Hour (M-G-M) Nov.
Silver on the Sage (Para) Feb.

on

3802

(Mono) Apr.
Sunset Murder

the

River

3835
3838

(20tli-Fox)

Nov.

12

924

W

28. .3822
918

(Mono)

Apr. 15
Submarine Patrol (20th-Fox)
Nov. 5
Sudden Money
(Para) Mar.

865
11.9038
9205

Off the Record (WB) Jan. 28... 314
Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Mar. 18... 308
On Trial (WB)
Mar. 25
323
One Third of a Nation (Para)
Feb. 11
3825
Only Angels Have Wings
(Col). 9001
Orphans of the Street (Rep)
Dec. 17
819
Outside These Walls (Col)
9031
Out West With the Hardys
(M-G-M)
Nov. 26
913

(M-G-M)

(Rep) Apr. 29
Streets of New York

Sundown

(FN)

Navy Secrets (Mono) Feb. 18... 3805
Never Say Die (Para) Mar. 11.. 3832
Newsboys Home
(Univ) Jan. 28.. 3015
Next Time I Marry (RKO)
Dec. 10
910

Pygmalion

Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20tli-Fox) Apr. 8
938
Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle (RKO)
838
Strange Case of Dr. Meade (Col)
Oct. 29
9022
Strange Faces (Univ) Dec. 10... 3035
Street of Missing Men

Wanted

by

Scotland

Yard

(Mono) Apr. 29
3829
Water Rustlers (GN) Mar. 18..W1-1
Western Jamboree (Rep) Dec. 24 841
While New York Sleeps (20thFox) Oct. 22
922
Whispering Enemies (Col) Jan. 7
AVife, Husband and Friend (20thFox) Feb. 18
AVild Horse Canyon (Mono)
Jan. 7
AVings of the Navy (AVB) Jan.
AVinner Take All (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
Within the Law
(M-G-M)
Mar. 18
Wolf Call (Mono)
AA’oman
Women

Doctor (Rep) Feb.
in the AVind (AVB)

Feb. 4
Wuthering

930

3852
21 309
939
928
4.... 808
316

Heights

(UA)

Apr.

1

Y
Yes, My Darling
Feb. 11
You Can’t Cheat

Daughter

(FN)
357

an

Honest

Man
(Univ) Feb. 25
You Can’t Get Away
With
Murder (FN) Jan. 28
Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox)

3005

. . .

364
947

Z
Zaza (Para) Jan. 7
Zenobia (UA) Mar.

3819
18

6, 1939
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Numerals

Following

Titles

are

Running
Time. Date Is National Release, 1938, Unless
Otherwise Specified.

CURRENT
THREE

Columbia
ADD-STAR

A

COMEDIES

A Star Is Shorn (17)
Boom
Goes the Groom

Apr.

21, ’39

STOOGES

Ducking

They

(16) Is the
Violent
(18)
We Want Our

(17)
Not Guilty

(17)
Yes, We

Enough

Feb. 10, ’39
Sept. 30

(18)

(18) Andy Clyde.
With
The Chump
Takes a
(. .)
The Nightshirt
The Sap Takes
(15 y2)
COI.OR

Jan.

20, ’39

Bump
May 5, ’39
(18) .. .Oct. 28

Bandit
a Sap

Mar.

10, ’39

RHAPSODIES

(8) .. Jan.
Circus

26, ’39

(7)
Sept. 23
The Gorilla Hunt
(. ) .
Feb. 24, ’39
The House That Jack Built

(7)
COGUMBIA
Bermuda

Apr.

14, '39

(10)

Nov.

TOUR

Isle of Paradise

4

Big Town
Commuters
(9) . Feb. 3, ’.39
Province of Quebec (10)
Dec. 15
COMMUNITY

SING

No. 11 (10)
Songs of Yesteryear.
No. 12 (10)
Scotch Songs.
No. 7 Parade
No. 8 Strauss
(..)
No. 9 Songs
(..)
Third
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

1
2
3
4
5

of Hits
Waltzes
of

the

Aug.
Sept.

24, ’39

Apr.

21, ’39

West

Series

in

HADD
series)
a

27, ’39
24, ’39

Apr. 6, ’39
Sept. 9
Oct. 21

Krazy’s Bear Tale
Kraz.v’s Shoe Shop
The Done Mountle

Night

Oct. 1
Oct. 4
Dec. 2
Dec. 30

Jan.
(10) . . . .Feb.

Golf Chumps
(. . )
Gym
Jams
(7)
Hot Dogs on Ice (7)

A

19, ’39

College Songs (10)
South Seas (10)
Season's Idea (11)
Girls’ Names
( . .)
Friendship Songs

MUSIC
(New

15

(9) Mar.

May

(10)
No. 6 Moon Songs
KRAZY
KAT

26

(7) . . . . Jan. 27, ’39
( . . ) . .May 12, ’39
(6)
Dec. 10
VANITIES

Music

Hall

Jan. 20, ’39
(10W
A Night at the Troc (10) . Mar. 2, ’39
Good
Old American
Home
(..)
PICTUREGRAPH
No.

1 (..)
SCRAPPY

May

21, ’39

Jan.

15, ’39

CARTOONS

A Worm’s Eye View (,.).Apr. 28, ’39
Early Bird (5)
Sept. 16
Happy
Birthday (7)
Nov. 17
Scrappy’s Added
Attraction
(6)
Feb. 3. ’39
Scrappy’s Sideshow (7) . . . .Mar. 3, ’39
SCREEN
SNAPSHOTS
(Series 17)
No.
No.
No.
No.

1 (10)
2(10)
3 (10)
4(10)

No.
No.
No.

5(101
6(10%)
7(10)

No.
No.

Sept. 16
Oct. 14
Nov. 20
Dec. 15
Jan. 6. ’39
Feb. 17, '39
Mar. 17, ’39

8 (9%)
9 (. . )
SPORT
REEDS

Demons

of

the

Deep

Diving Rhythm
Football Giants

(. .)
(10)

Apr. 8, ’39
May 12, ’39
(9)

Ang.

19

Apr. 21, ’39
Sept. 28

Get Ready Navy
(10)
Jan. 6, ’39
King Vulture (10) Special .. .Dec. 23
Navy
Champions
(10)
Mar. 17
Odd' Rhythm
Sports (10)
Ski
(10)

120

Feb.
Nov. 104

COMEDIES

No

Feb.
Bonzana

24, ’39

(7)
WASHINGTON

May
PARADE

19, ’39

Have

No. 1 Harry Newman
Commentator (10)
Nov.
2 Inside the White House

18

No.

(11)
No. 3 Inside

the

Jan.

Capitol

(..)

Apr.

Grand

6, ’39
28, ’39

National
OF

PETE

Jan.

SMITH

(10)
Grid Rides
^Heroes

It Over (20)
America Sleeps

..(21)
Wrong
Way
Out (17)
CAPTAIN
AND
THE
CARTOONS
Buried

Treasure

Man’s

Greatest

Apr.

15, ’39
Dec. 24
KIDS

(8)

Sept. 17

FITZPATRICK
TRAVEDTADKS
In Technicolor
Ancient Egypt
(9)
Jan. 21,
Cairo — City of Contrast (9).. Sept.
Glimpses of Australia (9)... Apr.
Imperial Delhi (8)
Feb.
Jaipur— The Pink City (8)... Oct.
Java Journey (10)
Mar.
Madeira — Tsle of Romance
(8)

’39
10
15
18
29
18

Oct. 1

Rural Hungary
(9)
Apr.29, ’39
Singapore and Jahore (9) . . . .Dec. 31
Sydney — Pride of Australia
(9)
Dec. 3
HISTORICAD
mysteries
The Man on the Rock (11) .. Sept. 3
MINIATURES
Aug.
Dee.
Feb.

20
31
11

Dove on a Tap (11)
Mar. 18,
Miracle of Salt Dake (11) .. .Nov.
Streamlined Swing
(9)
Sept.
They live Again (10)
Oct.

’39
12
10
22

MUSIC
Dream

of

AT,
Dove

(11)

Weather

(17)

■ .

Jan.

28

Apr. Dee.
15, ’39
17
Doris Wesof washing

Secret (21) .. .Mar. 25, ’39
CARTOONS
IN SEPIA
Series)

Jitterbug Follies (9)
Feb. 25,
Dittle Gold Fish (8)
Apr. 15,
Mama’s
New
Hat (9)
Feb.
Seal Skinners (9)
Jan. 8,
Wanted
No Master ( . .) . .Mar. 18,
M-G-M
NEWS
OF THE
DAY
Released twice weekly.
OUR

GANG

’39
’39
11
’39
’39

COMEDIES

Aladdin's Dantern (10)
Alfalfa’s Aunt (11)

POPEYE
©Aladdin

14

(7)
Mutiny

Feb.lt

Oct. 22

(10) . .Nov.
Mar.

(..)

19

No.
No.

An Hour for Dunch (9) . .Mar. 18, ’39
How
to Watch
Football (9)... Oct. 8
Jan. Dec.
28, ’39
10

(9)

Nov.

Sept. 17
Jan. 7

Clown
Princess (10)
Apr. 15,
Duel Personalities (10) . .Mar. 11,
Football Romeo
(10)
Nov.
Alen in Fright (10)
Oct.
Party Fever (10) .
Aug.
Practical Jokers 19)
Dee.
Tiny Troubles (10)
Feb.

’39
’39
12
15
27
17
18

Apr. 28
Sept. 23

(7)

Sept. 2
Nov. 4
Jan. 6, ’39
Mar. 10
SONG

RICE

SPORT-

of gliding

Sept. 16

and

soaring

Frogs

in motorless

(10)

Dec.

with
trained frogs
cluding a jumping contest.

Good Skates (10)
Ice skating with
Hold Your Breath
Depicting a novel
meet.

23
in-

Apr. 14, ’39
champions.
(10)
Feb. 17
underwater track

Hunting Thrills (10)
Racing Pigeons (10)
Story of the racing

Sept. 2
Sept. 30
homing

of

CLASSICS
Sporting Test (10)
Aug. 5
pigeons.
Ouestion answers in the field of
sport supplied by Ted Husing.
Super-Athletes (10)
Nov. 25
An analysis of the progress made
in track and field sports.
The Sporting Irish (10)
Mar. 17
Sports in Ireland.
Two Boys and a Dog (10) .Jan. 20, ’39
Adventures of two
boys and
a
wire hair terrier on a pack trip
in the Rocky Mountains.

TTFADTJNFR

UNUSUAD

A Soup* Is Born (10)
Basse Rhythm
(10)

Jan.

0, *39
Oct. 7

Henry Busse and His Orchestra.
The Champaene
Music of the
Lawrence
Walk
(10) .... .Mar. 3
Bawrenoe Walk and his Orchestra.
TTal Kemp
and His Orchestra
(10)
Dec. 2
T/ie:hts! Action! Tjicas (11 ) . . . Sept. 2
Clyde Bucas and orchestra.
Mn sic Through tlip Years
(11)
Feb. 3, ’39
Jan Garber and Orchestra.
Orrln Tucker and Orchestra
(10)
Nov. 4
Three Kings and a Queen
(11)
Apr. 7. ’39
Vincent Dopez and Orchestra, Betty Hutton, Barry Wood, Del Casino, Dick Todd.
PARAMOUNT
Released twice

NEWS
weekly.

Co-Ed

(10)

Mar.

10

Fisherman’s Pluck (10) .. Apr. 14, ’39
Mildewed Melodramas
(11) .. .Sept. 2
Oh Sav. Can You Ski? (10).. Dec. 16
Raising Canines (10)
Nov. 11
Rohe Goldberg’s Travelgab
('■ I)

That’s Africa (10)
Unfinished Symphony
PARAMOUNT

Oct.

14

Feb.
(10) . . .Jan.

10
13

PICTORIAD

No. 2(10)
Sept. 2
Welleslev College: Amazon
activities: and Paris at night.
No. 3(10)
Oct. 7
Oceanic oddities, mountain
sunrises. elephants.
No. 4(10)
Nov. 4
Prospecting
for
oil. mountain
climbing and a visit to southeastern United States.
No. 5(9)
Dec. 9
17 year locusts, outdoor scenes and
the bit parade of yesterday.
No. 6 (10)
Jan. 6. ’39
Groat
Britain’s Kenya
Colon v.
horse gadgets and
a
visit with
Stan

19
’39
30
27
21

Beside a Moonlit Stream (8). July 29
Frank
Dailey and His Orchestra.

Frolicking
planes.
Hijinks

CARTOONS

COTOR
CRFTSFS
(New Series in Cinecolor)
Costa Rica (10)
Dec. 2
Fnnd of Tnca Memories (10) . .Jan. 27
Mexico (101
... Oct. 7
Republic of Panama
(9) . . . . Mar. 24

Ma

Nice

RIGHTS
GRANTRAND

All’s Fair at the Fair (7)
An*. 26
Ahvnvs
Kickin' (7)
Jan. 27, *39
Small Fry (7)
Apr. 21, '39
The Playful Polar Bears (7) .Oct. 28

Circus

Wonderful

Champion Alrhoppers (10) . . . .Oct. 28
Deals with the fascinating sport

Jan. 20,
On (7)
With the New
(7)
Dec.*392
Pmljry in Thrills and Chills
(7)
Dec. 23
Sallr Swine: (7)
. . Oct. 14
So Does an Automobile (7).. Mar. 31
COIzOR

Aint

3 (10)
4(10)
SCREEN

12

Paramount
BOOP

His

No. 1 (10)
No. 2 (11)

8, ’39

BENCHDEY

Day

CARTOONS

and

POPUDAIt
SCIENCE
(In Cinecolor)

11, ’39
Dec. 17

Apr.

Apr. 7, ’39
after dark,

animals

Bulldozing
the Bull (7)
Aug.
Damp
(22)
Apr.
7,
Cops Is Always Right (7)... Dec.
Customers Wanted
(7)
Jan.
Goonland
(8)
Oct.
Reave Well Enough Alone

PARAGRAPHICS

Once Over Dightly (19)
Dec. 31
The story of two barber colleges
becomes a musical comedy plot by
a close shave. Johnny Downs
and
Dixie Dunbar.

(New

Friend

Wizards

ROBERT

COMEDIES

Happily
Buried
Men
of Steel
(21) ( . . )
Kenneth
Stevens and
ton in a musical saga
machines.

Somewhat
M-G-M

(10)

Marine Circus (9)
fSPenny’s Picnic (10)

Sept. 24

Captain’s Christmas
(8)
Dec. 17
Honduras
Hurricane
(9)
Oct. 15
Old Smoltey (7)
Sept. 3
Petunia Nntional Park (9) . . .Jan. 14

City of Dittle Men
Great Heart (11)
Ice Antics (9)

Jan.

Bu77y Boop at the Concert
(7)
My Frien<l the Monkey

Money to Doan (21)
Mar. 11, ’39
They’re Always Caught (22).. Sept. 3
Scientific crime detection unearths
the
murderer
of
a
mayor
of a large
city.

No. 9 (10)
Sea police,
fashions.

Series)

Sept. 10
Oct. 15

leisure

on Ice (10)

6

PAY

week.

SPECIADTIES

(10)

at

OHot

20

M-G-M

Think
While

(New

Double Diving (10)
Football Thrills of 1937

Opening

Jan.

DOESN’T

PARADE

of the

No. 1 (10)
Oct. 15
New Roadways
(10)
Jan. 28
Story of Alfred Noble (11).. Feb. 18
The Story of Dr. Jenner (10). Mar. 11

BETTY

CRIME

short
color.

How
Sublet(8)
(8)
Mentalto Poise

STUFF

No. 1 (10)
Col. Stoopnagle.
No. 2 (10)

{^Indicates
©Indicates

PASSING

Go

Jan. 6, ’39
Word for Curly
Sept. 2
Mummy

CAVADCADE

Happy
Tots (7)
Mar. 31
Hollywood
Graduation (7) — Ang. 26
Kangaroo Kid (7)
Dec. 23
T.ittle Match Girl (re-sale)
(8%)
Dec. 16
Dittle Moth’s Big Flame
(7).. Nov. 3
Ducky Pigs ( . . )
May 26
Midnight FVolics (8)
Nov. 24
Peaceful Neighbors
The Animal Cracker

Did

(16%)
Apr. 7, ’39
Flat Foot Stooges (17)
Nov. 25
Mutts to You (18)
Oct. 14
Three Dittle Sew and Sews

(17 %)
Mar. 24, ’39
Home
on the Range
(17)
Dec. 9
Many
Sappy Returns (18) .. .Aug. 19
Mutiny on the Body

Sow
It Can Be Sold (17) .June 2, ’39
Pie A Da Maid (18)
Dec. 23
With Charley Chase.
Sue My Dawyer
(17)
Sept. 16
Swing You Swingers

RELEASES

Shaw

and

his

Milkman’s

tinee.

(In

OCCUPATIONS
Color)

No. 1 (10)
(SNo. 2(10)
No. 3(10)
No.

4(10)

No.

5

Aug. 5
Oct. 7
Dec. 2
Feb.

(10)

Apr.

RKO
DISNEY

3, ’30
14, ’39

Radio

CARTOONS

Brave Dittle Tailor (9)
Sept. 23
Donald’s Golf Game
(8)
Nov. 4
Donald’s Ducky Day (8) . .Jan. 13, ’39
Farmyard
Symphony
(8)
Oct. 14
Ferdinand the Bull (8)
Nov. 25
Goofy and Wilbur (8)
Mar. 17
Merlmbies (9)
Dec. 9
Mickey’s Parrot (8)
Sept. 9
Mother Goose Goes Hollywood
(8)
Dec. 23
Practical Pig (..)
Feb. 24, ’39
Society Dog Show
(8)
Feb. 8, ’39
Mickey Mouse enters Pluto in the
Society dog show and Pluto does
not win.
The Hockey Champ
The Whalers
(8)
The

Ugly

(7) . . . .Apr. 7, ’39
Aug. 19

Duckling

(9)

Apr.

EDGAR
KENNEDY
A Clean Sweep (17)
Beaux
and Errors (18)

7

COMEDIES
Dec. 2
Oct. 7

Edgar’s father-in-law again starts
all the mischief as Edgar becomes
the butt of a practical joke because of his obesity.
Clock Wise (16)
Father-in-law’s
drives

Mar. 24
grandfather clock

Edgar nuts as
fully tries to get rid

Maid to
Edgar
in-law

he unsuccessof it.

Order (18)
Jan. 27, ’39
tries to marry his fatheroff with amusing complica-

tions.
HEADRINER

COMEDIES

Romancing
Along
Phil Harris and
Sea Melody (19)
Ted Flo Rlto
with
cellino.Rita

(21)
his

and

Oehman

Dec.
Orchestra.
His

and

36

Oct. 21
Orchestra

Muzzy

Mar-

No.The
7(10)
’39
Mexican
Charro Feb.
at 3.
play,
plumed
birds
and
all
about
accordions.

Swing Vacation (19)
Feb.
REON
ERROR
COMEDIES

24, '39

No.

Crime

13, ’39

8 (10)

Mar.

3

Rave

(18)

BOXOFFICE

Jan.

:: May

6, 1939

Errol entertains bank bandits
his home
without knowing it.

at

Home
lioner (20)
Mar. 10, ’39
Major Difficulties (19)
Nor. 18
Stage Fright (18)
Sept. 23
Leon’s wife cures him of his aversion to her being on the stage.
MARCH

OF

U. S. Fire Fighters and Britain’s
dilemma.
No. 3(20)
...Oct. 28
Inside the Maginot line.
No. 4 (19)
.Not. 26
Uncle Sam — The Good Neighbor.
ONo.
5(18)
Dee. 23
The
Refugee — Today and Tomorrow.

No.

the

..Jan.
Nation.

7 (19)

Young
Crisis.

20, ’39

.

America

No. 8(18)
No. 9 (19)
Japan: Master
NU-ATLAS

and

Feb.

Mexico’s

17

New

Mar. 17, ’39
Apr. 14, ’39
Orient.

of the

MUSICALS

Cafe Rendezvous (10)
Dec. 23
Oshins & Lessy, Jack Arthur, Armida and The Kidoodlers.
Hello Mama
(11)
Apr.
George Jessel, Four
Eton
Frieda Sulivan.
Keadin, Ritin and Rhythm

14, ’39
Boys,

(10)
Feb. 17, ’39
Samovar
Serenade (10)
Mar, 17
Codolbon & His Gypsy Orchestra,
Moscow
Choir, Karavaeff, • Luba
Malina.
Styles and Smiles (10)
Sept. 30
Virginia Verrill, Charles King, Harrison & Fischer, Marion Daniels.
Talent Auction (10)
Oct. 28
Irene Beasiey, Five Reillys, Paul
Robinson, The Merry Macs, Bobby
Bernard.

PATHE
leases)
RADIO

weekly

FLASH

(’38-’37

What
Every
(11)
What Every
(10)
What Every

HIS

Should

(7)
The Cat

Know
Sept. 2

Girl

Should

Know
Nov.

Inventor

25

Should
.Jan. 20, ’39
MAGIC

THOMAS

CARPET

Mystic Siam (10)
Viking Trail (10)
TERRY-TOONS

Mar.
Feb.

(7)
Goose Flies High (7)
©Housewife
Herman
(7)
©Nutty
Network
(7)
One Gun Gary in the Nick
of Time
(7)
©String Bean Jack (7)
©The Glass Slipper (7)
The New
Comer
(7)
©Tlie Owl and the Pussycat
(7)Stranger
The

(7)
©The
Three Bears
Village Blacksmith
Wolf’s
(7)

Side

Dec. 30
Sept. 8
Nov. 18
Mar. 24
Jan. 27
Aug. 26
Oct. 7
Oct. 21

Again Jan.

Rides

13, ’39
Nov. 4
Feb. 10
Dec. 2

(6)
(6)

of the

23

One

Armed

Apr. 21, ’39
get ready for
..Nov.
Dec.

4
2

Fisherman’s Paradise (9) .. .Sept. 19
Fishing off Catcay Bay, Bahamas.
On the Wing
(10)
Dec. 30
The hunting of wild geese.
Snow Falls (9)
Feb. 24
that’s

RAY
WHITLEY
(New Series)

different.
WESTERNS

A

Western Welcome
Cowboy band.
Prairie Poppas (18).
Ranch
House Romeo
(New

(18) . . . .Sept. 9
.Doc.16
(17) . . . . Apr. 7
Series)

Air Waves
(10)
Dude
Ranch
(9)
Gold (9)
Newsreel (10)

...Mar. 10
Nov. 11
Feb. 10
Dec. 9

Pilot Boat (9)
Feb. 3,
Soldiers of the Sea (9) .. .Apr. 7,
Submarine
Circus (10)
Sept.
Trans-America
(11)
Oct.

’39
’39
16
14

Bandit

(7)

Mar.

27

No. 54
No. 55
No. 56
No. 57
No. 59
No.
No.

PLACES

GRAHAM
( 9)
( 9)
( 9)
( 9)
(9)

Sept. 12
Oct. 3
Nov. 14
Nov. 28

60 (10)
61 (9)

.Jan.

30, ’39

Feb. Mar.
20, ’39
13

No. 62 ( . . )
No. 63 (9)
MENTONE

Apr. 10, ’39
May 15, ’39
PRODUCTIONS

Bank
Notes (19)
Mar. 15
Gus Van, Minor &
Root, Three
Wiles, Barton Quintet, Ruth Daye.
Beauty Shoppe (1 9%)
Sept. 28
Buck and Bubbles, Imogene Coca,
Marty May, Harrison and Fischer.
Cafe Boheine (17)
Apr. 12
Saul Grauman
&
Co., Rosita Ortega, Pied Pipers, Luba
Malina,
Roy Smeck & His Aloha Islanders.
Music and Models (19)
Dec. 14
Jack Arthur, Carolyn Marsh, Six
Debonairs, Irene Vermillion & Co.
Nautical Knights (19) . . . .Jan. 11, ’39
Arthur & Morton Harvel, Moore &
Ravel, Judy
Starr, Stump
and
Stumpy, The Khezzis.
Patio Serenade (17)....
Nov. 16
Tito Coral, Laura Suarez, Armlda,
Gloria Belmonte and others.
Pharmacy
Follies (..).. .May 17, ’39
Three
Playboys, Frazee
Sisters,

20th Ceniury-Fox
ADVENTURES
CAMERAMAN

OF

A

NEWS

Daily Diet of Danger (10) .Jan. 0, ’39
Filming Big Thrills (10) . . . . .Sept. 30
Recording Modern Science
(10)
Aug. 19
ED

THORGERSEN-SPORTS

Athletic Oddities (9)
Thoroughbreds
(10)
Timber Toppers (10)
Shooting for Par (10)

BOXOFFICE

:: May

Nov. 11
Sept. 30
Oct. 28
..Jan. 6

6, 1939

Emerson's
& Starr.

Mountaineers,

Gilrone

Rhythm
Cafe (20)
..Sept. 7
Oshins &
Lessy, Virginia Verrili,
Four Eton Boys, Vic Hyde.
Side

Show

Fakir

OSWALD

(17%)

Oct.

Ghost Town
Frolics (7)
Pixie Land
(7)
Rabbit Hunt
(7)
Sailor Mouse
(7)
The Big Cat and the Little
Mousie (7)

Sept. 5
Sept. 12
Oct. 17
Nov. 7
Aug.

15

1, ’39

(7)
Little

Sept. 24
Apr. 15

25
17
12
31
18
4

Seeing Spots (20)
Apr. 29, ’39
Sophomore
Swing
(20)
Jan. 21
Small Town
Idol (20)
Feb. 11
Stardust (22)
Dec. 1®
Sundae Serenade (20)
Feb. 25
The Knight Is Young (20) . . . .Oct. 29
Toyland Casino (21)
Oct. 8
Two
Shadows
(20)
Oct. 22
Zero Girl (22)
Sept. 3
ADVENTURES

PARADE

Series)
Oct.

1

2

Illustrated,

No. Jan.
3

(10)
Mechanix

Illustrated

Feb. 25
(10) . . . .Nov. 5

Mechanix
Miracles

Illustrated No.
of Sport (10)

7, ’39

Sept. 17
Nov.

(7)

Apr. 1
Nov. 26
Jan. 28

(7)
(7)

Apr.

32, ’39
Nov. 5
(7) . . . .Sept. 24
Nov. 26

Porky’s Movie Mystery (7).. Mar. 11
Porky’s Naughty Nephew
(7). Oct. 15
Porky’s Tire Trouble (7)
Feb. 18
The Lone Stranger and Porky
(7)
Wholly

Smoke

MELODY
Artie

Shaw

Jan. 7, ’39
Aug. 27

(7)
MASTERS

and

Orchestra

(10)
Apr. 29, ’39
Blue Barron & Orch. (10) . Jun. 21, ’39
Clyde Lucas & Orch. (10) . .Jan. 7, ’39
Clyde McCoy & Orchestra
(..)
Mar. 18
Dave Apollon and His Orchestra
(11)
Dec. 24
Dave Apollon and Orchestra
(• • )
Apr. 8
His Busy Day
(10)
Aug. 20
Clyde McCoy and Orchestra.
Happy
Felton &
Orch. (..).. Dec. 3
Jerry Livingston & Orchestra
(10)
Feh. 4
Jimmy
Dorsey and His Orchestra
(10)
Oct. 22
Larry Clinton and His Orchestra
(10)
Sept. 3
Merle Kendrick and His Orchestra
(10)
Nov. 12
Ray Kinney and His Hawaiians
(10)
Oct. 1
Russ Morgan & Orchestra
(11)
Feb. 25
MERRIE

MELODIES

(In

Color)

A Day at the Zoo (7)
Mar. 11
A Feud There Was
(7)
Sept. 24
Bars and Stripes Forever (7) . Apr. 8
Count Me Out (7)
Dec. 17
Daffy Duck and the Dinosaur
(7) Duck
Daffy
Dog

Gone

in Hollywood
Modern

in

the

White

26

Mouse

(21)
Feb. 11, ’39
Sons of the Plains (19) . .July 30, ’38
Mauch
Twins, Rosella Towns.
Sons of Liberty (20)
Swingtime in the Movies
the

Warner

Apr.
22, ’393
(..).Dec.

(7) . . . . Jan.

(New

Pow
Wow
(9)
Immortal
Brash
The

Master’s

May

lot

20, ’39

Jan.
with

7, ’39
Fritz

Oct. 1
Nov. 19

(9)

(10) . . . . Feb.

Bride

VITAPHONE
Vaudeville

Tech.

18

GAY-ETIES

There Goes the
Fifi D’Orsay.

A

Series)

Touch

VITAPHONE

(20) .. .Aug.

27

VARIETIES

Interlude

(..).. Nov.

19

Crawfords at Home
( . . ) . . Apr. 15, ’39
Gadgeteers (10)
..Feb. 18
Swing Cat’s Jamboree
(10).. Aug. 6
Louis Prima.
Tax Trouble (10)
Robbin’ Good
(10)

Mar.

18, ’39
Dec. 10

Ski Girl (10)
Jan. 14, ’39
Table Manners
(11)
Oct. 15
The Great Library Misery
Sept. 10

TRUE

ADVENTURES

(By

Floyd

Gibbons)

A Minute From
Death
Chained (..)
Defying Death (12)
High Peril (12)
Identified (12)
The Human
Toils of the
Treacherous

(11)... Mar. 4
Apr.)
Oet. 15
Feb. 18
Sept. 17

Bomb
(12) .. .Jan. 7, ’39
law
(12)
Nov. 12
Waters
(12) . . . .Dec. 10

SERIALS

Dec. 3
Jan. 28

Roving Camera
(10) .Mar. 25, ’39
LOONEY
TUNES
CARTOONS

Porky and Teabiscuit
Porky in Egypt (7)
Porky in Waekyland
Porky the Gob
(7)

25
11
31
19
39
5

(18)
^Lincoln

4. Apr. 22, ’39
Sept. 10

Nature's Mimic (10)
Points on Pointers (9)

Chicken Jitters
Daffy Doe (7)
It’s an 111 Wind

Mar.
(7)... Feb.
Dec.
(7)... Nov.
(7) May 6,
(7)
.Nov.

(11)

The Hermit Kingdom
(10) .. .Aug. 27
Long Bright Land
(10)
Sept. 25
A trip to New
Zealand.

No.

Oct. 22
Oct. 8

(7)

Campus
Cinderella (19)
Declaration of Independence

SPECIALS

(..)

China Today
(10)
Mechanix Illustrated

Vanilla

25

Feld, Katherine Kane, John Carroll, Charles
Foy
and
Jerry
Colonna.

(20)
Rollin’

COLOR

Fancho

(20) on
Fun

Mar.
Dec.
Nov.
Dec.
Mar.
Mar.

12

CARTOONS

19
10
21
6
2
6
6
3

BREVITIES

COLORTOUR

Feb.

Jan. 28, ’39
Huntas

TECHNICOLOR

Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.
Jan.
Feb.
Mar.
Apr.

Rhythm

(7)

Prest-O Change-O
(7)
Robinhood Makes Good
The Mice Will Flay (7)
The Night Watchman
Thugs With Dirty Mugs
Vou're An
Education

FICTION

A Fat Chance ( . . )
Boarder Trouble (20)
Cleaning Up (..)
Hats and Dogs (20)
Home
Cheap Home
(..)
Projection Room
(..)
Murder With Reservations
in

Daze

Ham-Ateur
Night (7)
Johnny Smith & Poker

Vitaphone

WITH

MCNAMEE

THAN

BROADWAY

The
GOING

19

Feb. 27
Oct. 3

(7)

62 (9)
May
UNIVERSAL
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

(10)
Mechanix

CAKTUNE

Bell

No.

(New

Universal

the

STRANGER

THE

Oct. 1

Dec.

54(9)
55 <9ys)
56 (9)
57 (9)
58 (9)
59 (9)
60 (9)
61 (9)

United Artists
(8)

Goldrush

CARTUNES

(7)

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

Story
Sept.

Fire

and

17, ’39
17, ’39

Frozen Feet (7)
Feb. 24
©Gandy
Goose in Doomsday
(6)
Dec. 16
Gandy Goose in G-Man
Jitters (7)
Mar. 10
Gandy Goose in the Frame Up

LANTZ

Kittens

Charlie Cuckoo (..)
Apr. 30, ’39
Crack Pot Cruise (7)
Apr. 10, ’39
Disobedient Mouse
(8)
Nov. 28
Little Blue Blackbird (7)... Dec. 26
Magic Beans (..)
Feb. 13
The Birth of a Toothpick

KINDER-

re-

Bow Strings (9)
.Jan. 27, ’39
Archery.
*>Deep End
(10)..
Oct. 7
Top-ranking women
diving champions photographed in action by
the slow motion camera.

RBELISMS

31, ’39

WALTER
Baby

Good Neighbors ( . . ) ... .Apr. 28, ’39
Isle of Pleasure (11)
Feb. 3, ’39
Land
of Contentment
(10) .. .Oct. 14

SPORTSCOPE

picture

AND

Boy

Know
(10)
LOWELL

COMEDIES

Big Leaguers (9)
The Chicago Cubs
the pennant chase.
Bird Dogs (10)
Blue Grass (10)

ski

Mar.

LEW
LEHR
GARTEN

Eternal

Dog-Gone
(16)
Apr. 21, ’39
Hectic Honeymoon
(17)
Nov. 4
Plumb Crazy (16)
Feb. 3
Pat C. Flick as a plumber causes
considerable commotion
on a job.

A

3

SCENIC

PARADE

PATHE

No.

FOX
MOVIETONE
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

Tropical Topics (10)
Jan. 20, '39
The Rimacs, Rosita Ortego, Sisters
Virginia.
Under a Gypsy Moon
(10) . . . Sept. 2
Venetian Moonlight
(11) . . . . Nov. 25
PATHE
NEWS
Released twice

Forecasts,

Mar. 3, ’39
Apr. 14, ’39

(11)

Sept. 2
crisis up-to-

date and
Father
Divine’s new
“Heaven on the Hudson."
No. 2(18)
Sept. 30

of

©Fashion

TIME

No. 1(20)
The
Czech-German

No. 6(18)
The State

Hunting
Dogs
(11)
Inside Baseball (..)
FASHIONS

COLUMBIA
Flying
G-Men
15 chapters.
Robert Paige,
Craig,

Richard

Mandrake
the
12 chapters.
Secret
(15

Jan.
Lorna

Gray,

28, ’39
James

Fiske.

Magician.

. .May

C, ’39

of Treasure Island. . .Mar. 17
episodes). Story of burled

pirate’s
island.

treasure

on

The Spider’s Web
15 chapters. Out

an

adventurer’s

Oct. 22, ’38-’39
of the Spider

magazine
stalks crimedom’s most
amazing
character
impersonated
by Warren
Hull who
comes
to
grips with
The
Octopus.
Iris
Meredith Is the heart interest.
REPUBLIC
Daredevils

of

the

Red

Circle
June 10, ’39
Hawk
of the Wilderness
Deo. 3
12 chapters. Herman
Brix, Jill
Martin.
Lone Ranger Rides Again .Feb. 25, ’39
15 Chapters. Robert
Livingston,
Jinx Falken, Chief Thunder Cloud.
UNIVERSAL
Buck Rogers
Apr. 11, ’39
12 Chapters. Larry Crabbe, Jackie
Moran,
Constance
Moore,
Jack
Mulhall.
Radio

Patrol

Oct. 4

12 episodes (20) — Grant WlthersCatherine Hughes.
The
valuable
formula for flexible steel and its
possession by a number
of people
is the basis for this one.
Red Barry
Oct. 18
13 chapters averaging about 20
minutes
each.
Larry
(Buster)
Crabbe brings the popular comic
strip character to life.
Scouts to the Rescue
Jan. 17, ’39
12 Chapters. Jackie Cooper, Jack
Mulhall, Vondell Darr, Bill Cody

14, ’39

121

Pate at top of column is week ending. Number in square is
national release date, 1938-39. Production number is at right.

Booking (2k
A

GUIDE

NOVEMBER

TO

19

J

CURRENT

NOVEMBER

26

[X5| Action Drama
9028
Adventure in the Sahara
(67)
Paul Kelly
Lenora

Gray

R — Dec.

Melodrama
|X8|
Sunset Murder Case
(For. Sunset Strip
Case)
Sally

Running time (company estimate) follows title. Letter "A"
indicates Adult classification, otherwise Family suitability.
R — is review date. Symbol Q indicates BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon Award Winner. Symbol © indicates color photography.

RELEASES

DECEMBER

Terror of Tiny Town
R— July 20
M’drama
[Y] Com.

3

(63)
9050

DECEMBER
Rio Grande (57)
[j]
Western
Charles Starrett
RAnn
— Apr.
8
Doran

10

California
9202

Buck
HU

17

Frontier

DECEMBER

of

24

(57)

Jones R — Dec.8206
24
Western

Strange
Meade Case
(66)

Blondie (72)
|3p|
Comedy
9011
Penny Singleton
Arthur Lake R — Nov. 5

24

DECEMBER

Dr.

There’s That Woman
Again (70)
HU Comedy
Mystery 900(
Melvyn Douglas
R — Dec. 17
Virginia Bruce

9022
Drama
(For. Outside
the Law)
HU
J. Holt
R — Oct. 29

345
(65)

Rand

912

Drama
[Jfjj
Shining- Hour (75)
Joan Crawford
Margaret Sullavan
Melvyn Douglas
R— Nov. 19

Mickey Rooney
Lewis Stone
R — Nov. 26

Western
[lg]
Gun Packer (49)
(For. Last Outlaw)
Jack Randall
R— Nov. 19

[l8]
Thanks
(78)

3851

Ross

3812
drama
I25] Melo
Arrest
Bulldog:
Drummond (58)
J.

Howard

Flirting
With Fate
[2~|
Comedy
Joe E. Brown
Leo Carrillo
R — Dec. 3

(70)
914

R — Nov.

26

|~9~|
Drama
Dramatic
School (78) 915
Luise Rainer
Alan Marshal
Paulette
Goddard
R
— Dec. 10

Song of Western
the Buckaroo
|Y|
3861
(60)
(For. Little Tenderfoot)
Tex
Ritter
R
— Jan.
14

3818

Gang
Bullets
(63)
Melodrama
HU
Ann Nagel
Robt. Kent
R — Dec. 10

3811
Comedy
for the Memory

Bob Hope-Shirley
R — Nov. 12

913
a
Dramthe
Out
Westdy With
[25] Come
Hardys (85)

Little Com.
Orphan
Annie 3814
(58)
[2]
Drama
Ann
Gillis
R. Kent
R — Dec. 3

Ride a Crooked Mile (70)
[9"] Action Drama
3815
Akim
Tamiroff
Frances Farmer
Leif
Erikson
R
— Dec.
10

1>A Christmas Carol
Reginald Owen
R— Dec. Dra
17
Terry
Kilburn ma
!U

I Ain

a

Criminal

(69)
917

(73)

John
Carroll
[li]
Drama
R — Dec.
3
Kay

3812

Linaker

Frontiersman

(74)

William Boyd ern
West
[ie|
R — Nov. Venable
26
Evelyn

3856

863
(5 6)

Come On, Rangers
(57)
818
Western
HU
Roy Rogers
R — Dec. 3

Girl

Western Jamboree
(59)
841
Western
[if] Autry
Gene
Smiley
R
— Dec. Burnette
24

[~5~|
Drama
819
Orphans
of the Street
(64)
Tommy

Downstairs

(77

na) Awakening
(For.
The
o
Kateri
91<
Drama
H|] Comedy
Franchot Tone
R
— Dec. 31 Gaal
Franciska

Wild

Horse

Canyon

(50)

(For. Last Outlaw)
Western
HU
Jack
Randall
R
— Jan.
7

3852

Sawyer, Detective
Tom
(68)
381(1
Drama
H|] Com.
Donald
O'Connor
Billy

3813
Say It In
French (69)
Comedy
[25]
Ray Mllland
O. Bradna
R — Nov. 26

Western
|Jg|
Santa Fe Stampede
Three Mesquiteers
R — Dec. 17

The

Red

Cook

River

R1 — Dec.

Range

(56)

R
— Apr.Mesquiteers
29
Three
Western
[22]

Ryan

24

864:

Bob
Livingston
R — Dec.
17
Shine

on Harvest

Moon (5

Roy
WesternHart85!
[23]Rogers-Mary
■
909
n
Wes
E|| West
Law
ofter
Tombstone
(72)
Harry Carey
Tim Holt
R— Nov. 19

n Drama
Actio
H]
shooters (64)
Sharp
Brian Donlevy-Lynn
R — Sept. 24

916

Bari

948
Drama
[25] Comed
Peek’s
Bady Boy With
the Circus (68)
Tommy
Kelly
Ann Gillis
R — Nov. 26

|~2~|
Comedy
Next Time
I Marry

909

(70)
Road Demon
[Y] Action Drama
Henry Arthur
Joan Valerie
R — Aug. 27

Drama(95)
I25] Action
ine Patrol
Submar
Richard Greene
Nancy Kelly
R — Nov. 5

(For. Trailer
Lucille Ball
James Ellison
R — Dec. 10

910
(65)

Romance)

918

["9"]
Comedy
Up the River (75)
Tony Martin
Phyllis
R
— Nov. Brooks
12

924

Down on the Farm
(61)
fie]
Comedy
920
Jones
Family Drama

Thanks

R — Oct.
15
Jed
Prouty-S.

with Music
[23] Com. Menjou
Adolphe
(70)
Arleen
Whelan
R — Dec.
10
Jack
Oakie

Deane

Trade

Com. Drama
|7|
Cowboy
and the Lady

a
Com.
HU
Little
ToughDram
Guys
Society (70)

3011
in

|~2~|
Action
Drama
Strange
Faces
(66)
Dorothea Kent

3035

Andy
Devine
R
— Dec.
10

Mary Boland
Mischa Auer
R — Nov. 26

Secrets of a Nurse
[7j] Action Drama
Edmund
Lowe
Helen
R
— Nov.Mack
19

(69)
3022

122

Drama
HU Action
With Dirty
Angels
(97)
James Cagney
Pat
O’Brien
R — Oct.
29

Swing, Sister, Swing (69)
fiel
Musical
R— Dec.
17
Ken
Murray-K.
Kane 3021

Ghost Town
Riders
fig]
Western
Bob Baker

F.
ANWEAORUNES1

MIv SCELL

GB8011
Melodrama
H] Frog
(. . )
The
Noah Beery-G. Taylor

Winds

Everything

91

(94)

Fredric March
R — Dec.
31
Joan
Fontaine
[22| Action Drama

(91)
Gary Cooper
Merle Oberon
R— Nov. 26

WB318
Drama
H] Com.
y Gets Her Man (62)
Torch
Glenda Farrell
Barton MacLane
R — Oct. 16

for

FN351
Faces

Comet

Over Broadway
FN370
Drama
[|]
(69)
R — Dec.
17
Kay
Francis-John
Litel

|iq]
Actionof Drama
FN362
©Heart
the North
(74)
Dick
Foran-G.
Dickson
R — Dec.
17

Newsboys
Home
(73)
Jackie Cooper
I23]
Action
Drama
301
R — Jan. 28
Wendy
Barrie

(54)
3054

Dawn

Patrol

(103)

Errol Flynn
Drama
R — Dec.
24
Basil
Rathbone

[24] Action

WB3C

C/

(. . )
Rangeolitan
Feud of the Metrop
|Y] Western
Bob Steele

Bron/.e Buckaroo
(. . )
[jo] Negro Western Sack
Herbert Jeffrey
Mantan
Moreland

BOXOFFICE

May

6, 1£

1939

JUNE,
M

s
4

11

18
25

.

T

W

6

7

5
18 13
19
80
87

14
81

86

88

DECEMBER

F

1
8

8

S

3
9 10
16 17
83 84

15
83
89

1939

JULY.

X

30

M

S

8

T
3

4

169

10 11

33
30

17
31
84

18
35

W

80
87

81
28

1939

8

5
6 7
18 13 14 15
36
19

JANUARY
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JANUARY

TO

(2ka.it

Jr

CURRENT

JANUARY

21

FEB
RUARY 4
RELEASES

|

28

*i
9]

Melodrama

9015

mashing: the Spy
(63)
talph Bellamy

Ring

j~5~| Melodrama
9035
Homicide
Bureau (59)
B. Cabot-R. Hayworth
R — Feb. 11

'ay Wray
t— Jan. 28

AA’ater
|g j

Thundering West (57)
9203
Western
|U
Chas.
Starrett
Iris Meredith
R — Apr. 15

Western
Rustlers
(54) VV1-1

Dorothy

Page;

R-Mar.

18

[~0~| Action Drama
313
Long Shot (69)
Gordon Jones
Marsha Hunt R — Dec. 31

Trigger Pals (55)
Western
Art
HU Jarrett
Lee Powell
A1 St. John
R— Jan. 21

AVI-13

Frontiers
ofter
’49n (54)9212
jjtj] Wes
RB.— Mar.
11
Elliot-L.
DeAlcaniz

Exile Express (60)
301
Drama
]Sten-Alan
Anna
Marshal
R]2o
— Feb.
18

Ride ’Em Cowgirl
Dorothy Page
R
28 tern
g— Jan.Wes

Lone AVolf Spy Hunt
I27] Melodrama
9014
(67)
Daughter)
(For. Lone Wolf’s
Warren
William
Ida Lupino
R — Jan. 28

Crashing

(. . )
327

(52)
AVI-2

Four

910
jo] Musical Drama
(^©Sweethearts (110)
s . Eddy-J. MacDonald
1 — Dee. 24

[~6~| Historical Drama
Stand Up and Fight
Wallace Beery
Robert Taylor
R — Jan. 7

918
(95)

Girls In White (70)
921
Drama
[27]
F.
Rice-A. Marshal
A. Rutherford R — Jan. 28

919
n Drama
[23] Actio
Burn
’Em Up O’Connor
(67)

Dennis
R
— Jan. O’Keefe
14

Honolulu

(86)

[3] Com. with Music 922
Eleanor Powell-Burns &
Young
R—Allen-Robert
Feb. 4

Idiot’s Delight (107)
[27]
Comedy
Drama
920
Norma
Shearer
Clark

|2gj Melodrama
Fough Kid (61)
Darro-J. Allen
R— Jan. 14

Through

ern
|2q|
(RenfrewWest
Series)
James Newill

3819

Convict’s
Code (63)
[J§| Melodrama
Ann Nagel
RRobert
— Feb. Kent
18

3822

Gable

R — Feb.

Drifting AVestward
ern
Jack
Randall
West
I25]
R
— Mar.
25

4

(49)
3854

Navy
Secrets
(60)
R —1 Feb.
18 Drama
3805
Action
11
Fay Wray-G. Withers
Little
Pal
|~3~|
Drama

(66)
Reissue

3828

(For. The Healer)
M. Rooney-R. Bellamy

3817
Comedy
jjjj
Artists
and Models
Abroad (90)
T. Benny-Joan Bennett
R — Nov. 6

27]

Drama
rred n (58)
]Y| Actio
Disba
Otto Kruger
Gail Patrick
R — Jan. 14

820

Melodrama

Federal Man-Hunt
(64)
R. Livingston
J. Travis
R — Jan. 14

30|

Action

Drama

923

Zaza

[jii]

(86)

914

922
a
n Dram
[6] Actio
AVhile
New
York Sleeps
(61)
(For. Inside Story)
Michael Whalen
Jean Rogers
R — Oct. 22

Drama
[29]
Duke of West Point
(105)
Louis Hayward
Joan Fontaine
R — Dec. 24

3027

|~7] Negro Western Sack
Harlem Rides the Range
(••)
Herbert Jeffrey
Mantan Moreland

DXOFFICE

May

6, 1939

3820

Paris

Honeymoon

cal
R — Crosby-F.
Dec. Musi
24
[27]
B.
Gaal

(85)
3821

St. I.onis
[~3~|
Mus.

Blues
(87) 3822
Romance

Lloyd Nolan
R — Jan. 28
Dorothy
Lamour

Pride of the Navy (63)
g
Action Drama
822
James
Dunn
Rochelle
R — Jan. 28Hudson

dy (70)913
Great Man
Votes
Come
[13]
John Barrymore
Peter Holden
R — Jan. 14

Arizona Legion (58)
Western
[20]
R — Jan. 14
Geo. O’Brien

[J3] Action Drama
928
Charlie Chan in Honolulu (65) R— Dec. 24
S. Toler-P. Brooks

Smiling Along (85)
933
Musical
[20]
R — Dec.
17
G.
Fields-M.
Maguire

Fisherman’s AA'harf
[3]
Comedy
Drama
Bobby
Breen
R — Feb.
4
Leo Carrillo

982

©Jesse
James Drama
(105)
[27] Outdoor
T. Power-N. Kelly
H.

Fonda

R — Jan.

921
21

Arizona

Wildcat

(71)
844

(69)

Jane Withers
929
Comedy
[3]
Leo Carrillo R — -Nov. 12

Mr. Moto’s
Cast Warn[20]
Melodrama
926
ing (71) R—
July 30
Lorre-R.
Cortez

P.

Trip

[13]
Drama
Son Horror
of Frankenstein
Basil Rathbone
Boris Karloff
Bela

Lugosi

3004
(94)

R — Jan.

Honor of
the West
Western
[13]
B. Booker-M. Bell
[31] Com. with Mus. FN359
Going Places (84)
Dick Powell
Anita Louise
R — Dec. 24

Ambush
(62)
|2o| Melodrama
Gladys Swarthout
Lloyd Nolan
R — Jan. 21

Mysterious
Miss X
(62)
[Jo] Mystery-Comedy
809
Mary
Hart
Michael Whalen
R — Jan. 21

Topper Takes a
(78)
Comedy
P
Connie
Bennett
Roland Young
R — Jan. 7

a
Melodram
[6] AA’arnlng
Last
(63)
Preston Foster
Frances Robinson
R— Dec. 10

3819

Drama

Claudette Colbert
Herbert Marshall
R — Jan. 7

|~g] Action Drama
808
Fighting Thoroughbreds
(65)
Mary
Carlisle
Ralph Byrd
R— Jan. 21

Drama
[g] Action
Pacific
Liner (76)
Victor McLaglen
Chester Morris
R — Dec. 31

^Kentucky
(95)
Loretta Young
Richard Greene
R — Dec. 24

3818

21

Gambling
(60) 3023
[20]
Action Ship
Drama
Robert Wilcox
Helen
R
— Dec.Mack
24

[~3~] Action
3033
Pirates
of the Drama
Skies (61)
Rochelle Hudson
Kent Taylor

3055
(58)

They
MadeDrama
Me a AA’B307
Com.
[13]
Criminal
(89)

Off Com.
the Record
|2i|
Drama (68)
WB314
(For. Unfit to Print)

King of the Underworld
[28]
AA7B317
(69)Melodrama

John Garfield
R — Jan. 7

Pat O’Brien
Joan Blondell
R — Jan. 28

Kay Francis
R
— Jan. 14 Bogart
Humphrey

Smoky
TrailsMetropolitan
(. . )
[15]
Western
Bob Steele

|~4~|(58)
Action Drama
FN371
Torchy in Chinatown
Glenda

Farrell

Barton

MacLane

EH

Sook
A
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T
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|

FEBRUARY

11

18

FEBRUARY

|~9~| Western
9304
Texas Stampede (57)
C. Starrett-I. Meredith

I
|

|jo] Action Drama
North of Shanghai

a nal9039
n aDram
Crimi
Is
Son
My
Actio
|22|
(59)

Alan

9038
(59)

Baxter

85

MARCH

87

4

88

83
89

5

M

T

6

18

86

87

W
89

1

84

11 88

30

Boss
9009

Pygmalion
(87)
Leslie Howard dy
Come
[H
R—
Dec.
10
Wendy
Hiller

Ice

Joan
Crawford
o]
[l
Jimmy
Stewart
Lew
Ayres11
R — Mar.

(82)
925

Out)

8

3

4

11

18

MARCH

80

Blondie Meets the
m
Comedy
(70)
(For. Blondie Steps
RPenny
— Mar. Singleton
4
Arthur Lake

T

7
8 9 10
14 15
17
81 83 83
38
30

14
81

MARCH

30

19

s

Let Us Live (69)
9007
Drama
[2g|
R — Feb. 18
H. Fonda-M. O’Sullivan

Jacqueline
R — Mar. 18 Wells

B. Furness-J. Craig
R — Mar. 11

|io|
Western
To the Rescue ( . . )
Renfrew Series

84

25

1939
F
8

13

8

T

14

FEBRUARY

NOVEMBER,16

1939
F

M

15
83
89

18

2d
W

34

Lone

Star

85

18

Pioneers

Bill
[is]Elliot
Western
R — Apr. 15
Dorothy Gulliver

(56)
9213

338

[ip] Comedy
Drama
923
Huckleberry Finn (91)
M. Rooney-W.
Connolly
R — Feb. 18

m

Comedy

Fast and Loose (79)
Robert
Montgomery
Rosalind Russell
R — Feb. 18

984

3868
Western
|T|
Sundown
on the Prairie
(53)
Tex Ritter
R — April 1

m
Let Drama
FreedoWith
Ring
Music(85)986
m
Nelson Eddy
Virginia
R
— Feb.

m

Bruce
25

Action Drama 3838

Star Reporter (62)
W.
Hull-Marsha
Hunt
R
— Feb.
26

|~1~|
Rolling: Western
Westward
Tex Ritter
R — Apr. 1

980

3863
(57)

Follies

of

1939

[~8~|
Action
Drama
Mystery
Plane
(60)
(Form. Sky Pirate)
John

Trent

Within the Law
(65)
R—
Mar.
18
[X7|
Melodrama
988
Ruth
Hussey-Paul
Kelly

3809

R — Mar.

4

[~8~j Melodrama
3806
Mystery of Mr. Wong:
(67) Karloff-D.
R— Mar. 18Tree
Boris

3823
[iq] Action Drama
Persons in Hiding: (69)
Overman
Lynne
J. Carrol Nalah
R— Jan. 28

3824
Boy
(74)
Comedy
|j7]Trouble
(For. Two
Weeks
With
C. Ruggles
R —Pay)
Feb. 4

Sunset Trail
(68)
3857
Western
|2j|
W.
Boyd
R — Oct. 29
.|24|
. . one
(75)

3825
Drama
third
of a nation

S.
R — Sidney-L.
Feb. 11

808
Drama
|io|
Woman
Doctor (65)
F. Inescort
R — Feb. 4

843
Western
|io|
Home on the Prairie (58)
G. Autry-S. Burnette
R — Feb. 18

Melodrama
[ip|
Boy Slave* (71)
(For. Pure In Mind)
Anne Shirley
Roger Daniel
R — Jan. 21

911

|io| Comedy
Drama
Made for Each Other
(85)
Carole Lombard
Jimmy
Stewart
R — Feb. 11

|lo]
Western
3056
Phantom
Stage (57)
Bob Baker
Marjorie Reynolds

fill Action Drama
WB309
Wings of the Navy (89)
Geo. Brent
Olivia de Havilland
R — Jan. 21

Society

(83)

Madeleine
Carroll
ma
Dra
[3]
Fred MacMurray
R — Feb. 11

3826

[17] Action Drama
912
QGunga
Din (117)
Dour
Fairbanks jr.
Joan Fontalne-C. Grant
R — Feb. 4
[17]
Drama
Lost Patrol
(73)

Reissue

McLag'en

[l7| Rom. Com. Drama 927
The Three Musketeers
(72)
Ritz Bros. -Don
Blnnie Barnes
R — Feb. 11

(89)
3863

I Was a Convict (62)
|6l
Melodrama
824
Barton
MacLane
R — Feb. 26
Beverly Roberts

Beauty
[24]

for
the
Asking: 915
edy
Com

L. (64)
Ball-D. Wood
R — Jan. 28

King of Chinatown
|n|
Melodrama
Akim
Tamiroff
Anna
May
R— Mar.
11 Wong

(57)
3827

12 Crowded
Hours (64)
[3]
Action Drama
917
Richard Dlx
Lucille
Ball
R — Feb. 18

Rough
Riders Roundup
853
R|l3|
—(58)
Mar. Western
25
R. Rogers-M. Hart

The
(64)Saint Strikes Back
[lo|
Melodrama
918
R— Feb.
18
Geo.
SandersW. Barrie

Star ofDram
Midnight
(90)
Reissue
a
[17]
G. Rogers- Wm.
Powell

931
Pardon
Our Drama
Nerve (68)
[24] Action
Lynn
Bari-G.
Williams
R
— Nov.
19

Ameche-

|~3~|
Comedy
Wife,
Husband
and
Friend
(75)
Loretta
Warner
R
— Feb.

930

Young
Baxter
18

Inside

Story

(61)

[ip] Action Drama
Michael Whalen
JeanOct.
Rogers
R—
22

934

|l7]
Comedy
3005
Y'ou Can’t Cheat an
Honest Man
(76)
W. C. Fields
Bergen and McCarthy
R — Feb. 25

3024
Society
Smugglers
(70)
Drama
[24]
(For. Key Woman)
Preston Foster
Irene Hervey
R— Mar. 11

fig] Com.
Drama
FN372
Nancy
Drew, Reporter
(67)

Comedy
|25| My
Yes,
ter (85)Darling

B. Granville-J.
R — Jan. 28

Priscilla Dane
Jeffrey Lynn
R — Feb. 11

FN357
Daugh-

[~3~| Melodrama
3029
Risky Business (78)
Geo. Murphy
Dorothea Kent
R — Mar. 11

Secret
Service
of WB320
the
[4~|Air
Action
Drama
(61)
Ronald Reagan
R
— Feb.
John
Litel11

<v)Little Princess (93)
Shirley
[17] Com. Temple
with Music 932
R
— Feb. Greene
25
Richard

Prison

Stagecoach (92)
or Drama
Outdo
[3]
Claire
Trevor
R—
11
JohnFeb.
Wayne

n Drama
[l7j Actio
King
of the
Turf (87)
Adolphe Menjou
Dolores Costello
R — Feb. 18

Lltel

Beachcomber, The
[ip]
Charles Comedy
Laughton
RElsa
— Dec.
3
Lanchester

Erikson

drama
[15] Melo
Forged
Passport
(64) 823
Paul Kelly-June Lang
R— Feb. 11

Victor
|ip| Action Drama
925
Tail Spin (83)
Alice Faye-C. BennettNancy Kelly
R — Feb. 4

Cafe

Without

Bars

(79) Best
Edna
Drama
R|l5|
— Feb. 25
Corlnne Luchaire

Spirit of Culver (90)
3014
Jackie Cooper
Drama
|Iq|
R — Mar. Bartholomew
4
Freddie

Room
(58)
Mystery
of the White3037
fl7| Melodrama
R — Apr. 1
B. Cabot-H. Mack

Oklahoma
Kid (80)
James Cagney
[ix] Outd'r Drama
WB308
Rosemary Lane
R— Mar. 18 Bogart
Humphrey

Arden (58) of Jane
Adventures
[l8| Action Drama
WB321
R.

Towne

R — Feb.

18

EOUS

ELLAN

^ MISC
124
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MARCH

9023
(63)

Costello

927
[24] Action Drama
Sergeant Madden
(80)
Wallace Beery
Alan Curtis
R— Mar. 25

||22| Western
Trigger Smith (59)
[Jack Randall

3854

[24] Comedy
Drama
Midnight (93)
Claudette Colbert
Don Ameche
Rj — Mar. 11

3828

1940

W
T F
S
3
4
5
6
10 11 12 13
17 18 19 20
24 25 26 27
31

FEBRUARY,
S

M

T

W

4
5
6
7
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18 19 20 21
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1940

T F
S
12
3
8
9 10
15 16 17
22 23 24
29

APRIL 8

1

|3p] Action Drama
9205
North of Yukon
(64)
Chas. Starrett
Linda Winters

930
Drama
[34] Lawyer
Society
(78)
V. Bruce-Walter Pldgeon
R — Apr. 1

[31]
Sudden

Hooking
A

APRIL

[3]
Comedy
Lady and
the Mob
Fay Bainter-Ida
Lee Bowman
R — Mar. 11

[~7~[ Drama
Broadway

edy
Com
Money
(62)

C. Ruggles-M.
R — Mar. 25

9013
(65)

Lupino-

with Music 931
Serenade (113)

RJ.— MacDonald-L.
Apr. 8

|~jT| Melodrama
Undercover
Agrent
Russell Gleason
Shirley Deane

Ayres

3824
(56)

3829

Rambeau

p7~|
Comedy
I’m
From
Missouri 3830
(77)
Bob
Burns-Gladys
George
R
— Mar.
25

3858
ern
[31] onWest
Silver
the Sage (68)
Wm.
Boyd (Hopalong)
R— Feb. 18

Comedy

810

My Wife’s Relatives
Higeins Family
R — Mar. 11

[24]

T
2
9
16
23
30

APRIL

[3p| Outdoor Drama
Romance of Redwoods (67)
C. Bickford-J. Parker
R — Apr. 29

|2o]

M

1
7
8
14 15
21 22
28 29

25

|24) Action Drama
Whispering: Enemies
jj. Holt-D.
R — Jan. 7

JANUARY,
S

(65)

983

Trouble in Sundown
Geo. O’Brien
R — Mar. 11

15

(67)

920
(65)

ma
[31] a Dra
Almost
Gentleman
J. Ellison-H. Wood
R — Mar. 11

&

O'hatt

CURRENT

J24] Comedy

Drama

935

(62)

Law
Comes to Texas
[is]
Western
9214
(57)
Bill Elliott

Spoilers of the Range (58)
Chas. Starrett
9206
Western
[27]
Iris Meredith

Kid
(70) 929
[14] From
Rom. Texas
Comedy
D.— O’Keefe-F.
Rice
R
Apr. 8

Tlie Hardys Ride High
[21]
Comedy
934
(81)
M.
Rooney-L.
Stone
R — Apr.
22

Calling Dr. Kildare (8 6)
(28]
DramiaCarver
932
Lew Ayres-Lynn
Lionel Barrymore
R — Apr. 29

Streets
New York 3802
(73)
[12] of
Drama
Jackie Cooper
Marjorie Reynolds
R— Apr. 15

Wanted
by Scotland
Yard (62)
[19] Melodrama
3829

Never Say Die (80)
[14] Comedy
- Music 3832
Bob
Hope-Martha
Raye
R
— Mar.
11

James Stephenson
RBetty
— Apr.Lynne
29

Back
(85)
|2i|

Door to Heaven
Drama
3833

Wallace Ford-Aline McMahon-Patricia
Ellis
R
— Apr. 15

J.

Howard

R — -Apr.

Night Riders
(58)
rn
Weste
[l2|
Three Mesquiteers
R — Apr. 8

916
Love
Affair
Drama
dy (87)
17 1 Come
Irene Dunne-Chas. Boyer
R — Mar. 18

[3l|
Melodrama
936
Hound
of the Baskervilles (80)

|~7~| Melodrama
937
Mr. Moto on Danger
Island (64)

R. Greene- W.
B. Rathbone
R — Apr. 1

Peter Lorre
Jean Hersholt
Amanda
Duff
R — Mar. 18

Barrie

[~7~]
Drama
Wuthering Heights
Merle Oberon
Laurence Olivier
R — Apr. 1

[24] Com. with Music
Three Smart Girls
Grow Up (87)
Deanna
Durbin
Nan Grey
R — Mar. 25

[25] Action

Drama

3001

FN361

Blackwell’s Island (71)
J. Garfield-R. Lane
R — Mar. 4

OXOFFICE

:: May

[31]
Comedy
Family Next Door
Hugh
Herbert
Joy Hodges
R — Apr. 15

3020
(63)

|T| Melodrama
WB323
On Trial (62)
John Litel
Margaret Lindsay
R — Mar. 25

6, 1939

|

First Offenders
[12]
Drama(61) 9030
Walter Abel
Beverly
R
— Mar. Roberts
11

tucky (77)
The Comedy
Lady’s Drama
From
Ken|28|
3834
R — Apr. 15
Ellen Drew-George
Raft

8

865

Frontier Pony Express
[ig]
Western
854
(57)
Roy Rogers
Mary
Hart16
R
— Apr.

Street of Missing Men
[25]
811
(65) Action Drama
R
— Apr.Bickford-H.
29
Chas.
Carey

Rookie
Fixer
They
Made Drama
Her a Spy
[14] Action
920
(67)
RSally
— Mar.Eilers-Allan
25
Dane

Dugan

(68)

HD
Action
Drama
922
RLee
— Apr.
29
Tracy-Peggy
Shannon

Story
of Alexander
[14]
Graham Dra
Bellma
(97)

938

Inspector Hornleigh (76)
945
a
Melodram
[21]
G.
Harker-Miki
Hood
R — Apr.
22

Climbing Higli (71)
]28|
Musical
8012
J. Matthews;
R-Apr.22

Code of the Streets
Drama
[X4j Action
Carey
Harry
Frankie Thomas
Juanita Quigley

[~8~| Outd’r Drama
WB304
©Dodge
City (10 4)
Errol Flynn
Olivia de Havilland
R — Apr. 8

Women
in rama
the Wind
(65)
WB316
Melod
[15]
Kay Francis

Dark Victory (106)
FN354
Drama
[22]
Bette Davis

Wm.

George

R-Feb.

4

Hull

Burke

p7~[ Comedy-Music
East
Side of Heaven 3006
(88)
B. Crosby-J. Blondell
R — Apr. 15

Gargan

Bari-Henry

(71)

Oliver Hardy-Billie
Comedy
| Langdon
R|2i
— Mar.
18
Harry

(70)
3019

923

Return of the Cisco Kid
[28] Outdoor Drama
910
Warner
(71)Baxter
R — Apr. 29

Zenobia

(103)

(60)

Winner Take All (61)
|2ij Comedy
Drama
939
R — Feb.
25
Tony
Martin-Gloria
Stuart

Lynn

Don
Ameche-Loretta
Fonda
RYoung-Henry
— Apr. 8

Cop

[28]
Melodrama
Tim Holt; R-Apr. 29

Story
Vernon
Irene ofCastle
(92) iml
[28]
Musical
838
R — Mar. 18
F. Astaire-G. Rogers

pfl
Biog. Drama
919
Flying- Irishman (73)
Douglas
Corrigan
R— Mar. 11

Everybody’s Baby
Jones Family
R — Dec. 3

APRIL

29
RELEASES

APRIL 22

Smiley Burnette
R— Apr. 1

Western

TO

[14] Melodrama
3831
Secret Police
(55)
Bulldog
Drummond’s

843

Western
[271
Mexicali
Rose (58)
Gene Autry

GUIDE

Big Town
Czar (66)
Barton
MacLane
[21] Action Drama
Eve Arden
R — Apr. 22

Brent;

R-Mar.

11

Sweepstakes

Winner

(59)

R[29]
— Apr.
22
M.
Wilson-J.
Davis
Comedy
FN373

MARCH.
s

Hooking
A

MAY
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S
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1940
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T

1
8
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[25]
Action
Only
Angels Drama
Have

Drama
Blind
Alleyn (71)
[ii] Actio
C. Morris-A. Dvorak
R — Apr. 29

933
Taylor

[12] Action Drama
Tell No Tales ( . . )
Melvyn Douglas
Louise Platt

C.

935

[19]
It’s
a

Comedy World
936
Wonderful

C. (..)
Colbert-J.

Grant-J.

Tex

Bridal

23 24 25

9001

JUNE 10

30

Arthur

Suite

[26]
(For.
Robt.

Stewart

Down
the
Wyoming
rn
Weste
|l8]
Trail ( . . )

|~1~] Action Drama
3820
Boys Reformatory (61)
Frankie Darro

(. . )

Comedy Voyage)
Maiden

Young-

Annabella

3864

|~j~|
Across

3835

3836
Drama
[12] Imperial
Hotel
(80)
I. Miranda-R. Milland
R — Apr. 22

Western
the Plains

(For.
Riders
Rio Grande)

Ritter

Jack
Wolf
|jg]
John

|~5~| Outdoor Drama
Union Pacific (137)
Barbara Stanwyck
Joel McCrea

18

Missing
Daughters
(58)
[22] Action
Drama
9027
Richard Arlen-Marian
Marsh
R — Apr. 29

|~g~|
Western
Arizona
Cowboy
( . . )9207
C. Starrett-I. Meredith

|~5~|
Comedy
Lucky Night (82)
Myrna Loy-Robert

S
4

11

19
26

JUNE 3
[~4~]
Drama
9031
Outside These Walls (61)
D. Costello-M. Whalen

F
3

2
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(. . )

of

the

Girl

From

Anne

Randall

HU

Call ( . . )
Action Drama
Carroil-Movita

Some
Like It Hot (3837
. . )
Musical
[19]
Bob Hope-Shirley Ross
Gene Krupa

Cnmarried
(..)
[26]
Drama
3838
B. Jones-H. Twelvetrees
Stolen

Life

(90)

(• .)
Gracie

Allen

Murder

Case

Nowhere

Nagel-Warren

(. . )
Hull

Melodrama

[~9~| Action Doctor
Drama
Undercover

[j]
Comedy
Gracie
Allen
Warren
William

Lloyd

wood (. . )
Jones
Family
in Holly[Y| Comedy
Drama
946
Jed Prouty

[~9~| Mr.
Drama
Young
Lincoln
Henry
Fonda
Marjorie Weaver

Nolan-J.

C.

(..)
Naish

E.— Bergner-M.
Redgrave
3864
R
Apr. Drama
29
H|]

|~5~|
Western
866
Ihree Texas Steers ( . . )
The Three Mesquiteers

[15] Outdoor
Spectacle
Man
of Conquest
(97) 801
Richard Dix-Gail Patrick-Edward Ellis
R — Apr. 15

844
Western
[5]
Blue Montana
Skies (..)
Gene Autry-June Storey

[5] Comedy
Drama
924
Sorority House (63)
Anne
Shirley-J. Ellison
R — Apr. 2 2

[12] Melodrama
Panama
Lady ( . . )

|~5~| Action Drama
941
Chasing: Danger
(60)
Preston Foster
Lynn Bari
R — Jan. 7

cal
[12]of Musi
Rose
Washington
Square ( . . )
Alice Faye

L.

Ball-A.

925

Lane

Racketeers
of ern
the
West
[19]
Range (60)
Geo.

942

984

The Dove
(. . )
[26] Melodrama
S. Duna-L.
Carrillo

926

943

The Gorilla (..)
HU Com. Melodrama
Ritz Bros.

944

O’Brien

Boy
Friend
( . . )dy
Come
[19]
J. Withers-A. Whelan

Shirley

Tyrone Power
A1 Jolson

Captain

Fury

( 947
. . )

Deane

(. . )

n Drama
[26] Actio
Victor
McLaglen-June
Dang-Brian Aherne

[~5~| Comedy
For Love or
June Lang
Robt. Kent
R — Apr.

Drama
Money

They
Askedn for
It ( . . )
Drama
[jtjj Actio
B. Lundigan-J. Hodges

(66)

The

Sun

Never

Sets

Doug
Fairbanks
Drama
[26]
Virginia Field

(..)

jr.

22

F.WARNER*

[e~| Action Drama
FN353
Confessions
of a Nazi

[13] Action
Drama
Torchy
Runs
for WrB322
Mayor
(60)

Spy (102)
Edw. G. Robinson
Lya Lys
R — Apr. 29

|2p| Action
FN364
You
Can’t Drama
Get Away
With Murder (78)

Code
of theDrama
Secret FN374
[27] Action
Service
(62)

Glenda Farrell
Barton MacLane
R — April 1

H. Bogart-Gale
R — Jan. 28

R.
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SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT,

THEATRES.

(zleaxln -tjou&e

SERVICES

Classified Ads 10c Per Word, Payable in Advance.
GENERAL

EQUIPMENT

COIN

DUO “SOUND MASTER” sound heads
with the gyro-stabilizer. Amplifiers with
copper oxide rectified DC exciter supply.
Speakers. Two-way horn systems. If not
at your dealers, write us. The B ALLAN TYNE Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
S.O.S.

SELLS

EQUIPMENT

ON

BRANDT

DUO

“LIGHT MASTER” super low intensity projection lamps. More light at no
increase in operating cost. If not at your
dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

sound head.
ville, Mo.
FOR

SALE

—

CHANGERS

EQUIPMENT
Simplex

Billert’s

Garage,

— Cut-Awl

RECOVERING

with

Bynum-

machine.

on

THEATRE

OWNER,

HOW

new

THEATRE

ABOUT

TICKETS

UNEXCELLED
QUALITY— 50 rolls stock
tickets, $12.50; 20 rolls, $5.80; 100,000 special printed rolls or machine tickets,
$14.90. Shipping charges paid to 1,000
miles. Cash with order. Kansas City Ticket
Co., Dept. B, 1717 Wyandotte St., Kansas
City, Mo.

BOXOFFICE

:: May

6, 1939

theatre;

two

projectors; RCA sound; city population, 150,000; for sale or lease. Lomas
Company, 23 Elm St., Springfield, Mass.

WANTED

THEATRE
WANTED — By lease or rent;
small town theatre. J. M. Highfill, Boonville, Mo.

POSITIONS

WANTED

LIBERTY — Projectionist; experienced; do lettering; married, sober, references. B-1115, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

CHAIRS

Back, Squab Seat. Many other outstanding bargains. For Free List 15R, write
S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

SPRAY
RAINBOW

MIST

NOZZLES
Spray

Nozzles,

water

broken

4,000 used American, Heywood and Irwin chairs with upholstered spring-cushion seats; excellent condition; priced very
reasonable. Cinema Seating Co., 4431 N.
Kimball, Chicago, 111.

DOOR

Door

MAKES

to the finest spray possible; foolproof. Lots of 100 or more, 32c. Silent
steel rotor blowers and washed air units.
Dealers Wanted. G. A. Peterson, 2620
Charlotte St., Kansas City, Mo.

BINGO

CLOSERS
Door

Closers

repaired.

Closer Co., 209 East Long
bus, Ohio.

CARDS

$2.00 Per Thousand
Write today for sample card and
complete information.
BOX 1100, ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS
4704 East Ninth St., Kansas City, Mo.

Closers for every door. Prompt service. Quotations on request. Columbus

What

and

A BLOWER?
We’ve got them for all theatres, $39.50 up. Equipped with variable
speed drive, Fafnir bearings. S.O.S. Cinema
Supply Corp., New York.

THEATRE

seat

Simplex

St., Colum-

Cost

slightly used air conditioning units, air
filters, washers, blowers, compressors
(refrigeration), cooling coils, heating coils,
motors, pumps, stokers. Cash or deferred
payments on approved credit. Write us
your requirements. Conditioned Air Co.,
926 N. Cass St., Milwaukee, Wis.
MR.

HUNDRED

SALE

1,400 AMERICAN
SEATING
CHAIRS,
95c EACH!
Good used condition, Panel

Do

AIR CONDITIONING
PRICES

EIGHT

Late

ARTIFICIAL LEATHER
MOLESKIN—
81c per yd.; Sateen, 60c yd. Six seats
from two yards. Samples on request.
Commercialeather, 116 Merrimac St., Boston.

New

machine

$125.00 new. Guaranteed excellent condition. $37.50. B-1116, Boxoffice, 4704 E.
Sth St., Kansas City, Mo.

ATTRACTIVE

—

THEATRES
SEAT

ALL

USED

COIN

at $85.00; also have a few guaranteed rebuilt changers at $45.00. AMUSEMENT SUPPLY CO., INC., 341 West 44th
Street, New York City.

FOR

•

AT

DUO “SOUND MASTER”— The Golden
Voice of the Silver Screen. New low cost
economy and junior models. If not at
your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

SALE

THEATRES

CHANGERS

EQUIPMENT

Air Conditioning— MAGIC WEATHER—
100% performance. 1,000% customer satisfaction; silent operation; low first cost;
low operating cost. Write for testimonial
folder and prices. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

FOR

S1.00. Display Rates on Request

model

TIME!

Exhibitors — Take advantage of low equipment prices, and buy on Easy Payments.
If you need equipment and lack ready
cash, write S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp.,
New York.

NEW

Minimum

!
j

|
Whatever

HERE

You

—TO

BUY

SELL

OR

—MISCELLANEOUS

EQUIPMENT

ARTICLES

you want — it will pay you to advertise your needs in

THE

IS YOUR

CLEARING

HANDY

BOXOFFICE,
4704 East Ninth St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

HOUSE

“AD

ORDER”

(Send Order)
Cash
With

BLANK

10c a word
4 insertions
at price of 3

Kindly insert the following ad
HOUSE'' section, running through ALL

CLASSIFICATION

Want?

—TO SELL YOUR THEATRE
—TO BUY A THEATRE
—A JOB, A POSITION OPEN

times in your “CLEARING
eight sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:

Blind ads — 10c extra to cover cost of postage.
WANTED:

•

Address copy to BOXOFFICE,
Forms close Monday
noon

4704 E. Ninth St., Kansas City,
preceding: publication date.

Mo.
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oh, by the way

“Hello

Mr.

“GOODBYE

Exhibitor”

MR. CHIPS’’ opens at the Astor, N. Y. on May 16th

launching this most talked about attraction in the same showmanship manner which gave nationwide fame to “Pygmalion” (still
S.R.O. as it concludes a sensational 6'month run at the Astor.)
While

the fame

of “GOODBYE

MR. CHIPS” (Robert Donat, Greer

Garson) spreads throughout the nation, M-G-M
hello to hit after hit. For instance:
Hold-overs

NIGHT”
crowds

are mounting

as the “HARDYS

exhibitors will say

RIDE HIGH”!

“LUCKY

(M yrna Loy, Robert Taylor ) starts off with happy-go-lucky
everywhere.

“IT’S A WONDERFUL

WORLD”

(Claudette

Colbert, James Stewart ) rolled preview audience in the aisles. It’s
socko at the b. o. “CALLING DR. KILDARE” (Lew Ayres , Lionel
Barrymore ) thrills opening engagements and establishes Dr. Kildare
as another Hardy
Goodbye

series. And

that’s just a few in coming

weeks!

Mr. Exhibitor, you’re in the chips as usual with Mr. Leo.
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IT MUST

BE

THAT's quite a hunk of statement, the one Colonel

SPRING

or the other, and they have
on the entire controversy.

merely

given you their views

H. A. Cole directed to the selfsame trade press which
Allied frequently maligns but which does a swell job of
reporting its activities so regularly and despite those

"Each theatre owner will be given an opportunity to
hear the other side and from there on he is on his

wild-eyed

own.

cracks about producer

"subsidy.''

It's about the national convention slated for Minneapolis in mid-June. Not far off now and a lot to do about
getting lots of exhibitors on hand to hear speeches made
and pleas for war chests sounded. That's been the
come-on for years, always barring the parties, the bending of the elbow and the rip-roaring fire-eating of A1
Steffes which is usually the best part of the show anyway.
This, incidentally, is why we wish A1 does his retiring
from national exhibitor politics after Minneapolis if he
plans to retire at all. He said so in New York a few
weeks ago within earshot of a number of men, then
denied it when he got home.
Anyway, this column is wandering. To get back, it
appears Allied in 1939 is going democratic. Steffes has
invited MPTOA leaders to serve on his various committees and, really, it's a funny gag because A1 pulled it in
the first place and because some of those invited propose
accepting in the second place. Anyone, high or low,
who wants to spend the carfare and indulge in his own
brand of yelling is privileged to do so or, at least, so
says Cole's statement.
This newly-discovered

democratic

front, not always

so

openly and disarmingly displayed in Allied's methods of
operations is really something. For the first time and
for instance, insofar as this somnolent column can discover, Allied, and very officially at that, unbends sufficiently to recognize "nothing up to the present time has
been done to settle these controversial statements," by
that alluding to opposing points of view on trade practice formulation, the Neely bill and theatre divorcement.
And, further, in proposing an open vote, limited only
in that the ballot casting must be confined to independent exhibitors, Cole has this to remark, but take it in easy
stages:
"Please bear in mind that the negotiations committee
of the Allied States Association, in opposing the acceptance of the trade practice proposals in their present
form, were only doing what they thought was for the
best for their members and all independent exhibitors.
Personally, none of them had anything to gain, one way

He

votes as he pleases. If the majority of independent theatre owners in the United States wants to
accept the trade practice reforms as submitted by the
producers, you may rest assured that the members of
the negotiations committee and all officers of Allied will
find no fault, and

we

are positive that the representa-

tives of the producers-distributors

will feel likewise."

Times change, don't they? Or do they with Allied?
This is a far cry from the death-to-the-monopoly war
whoops that have been resounding and echoing through
every Allied bulletin out of Washington. This is a far
cry, indeed, from the perfect steam roller that has rumbled through every national Allied conclave within this
writing memory, and its owner immodestly thinks it's
still a pretty good memory. It is also quite a leap from
the long prevailing rule by few to a determination by
the majority and, no matter how it may be approached,
quite a lump to swallow in one statement.
All of this can mean several things, actually. Convention ballyhoo keyed to a new note suggests itself first.
Frankly, we don't know if it is or not. Frankly, again, we
are quite suspicious and if that, in turn, means throwing
ice water on the parade, Allied, on its record, can take
the blame.
There is just a chance, however, that pressure from
within certain Allied quarters may be responsible for
what, on the surface, is such an about-face. We are not
too
certain about this, either, but we have been hearing
things.
At any rate, Cole finishes off by making it clear "the
matter is not going to be packed or framed," two unpleasant words yet of his own authorship. But we're
probably trying to get too penetrating about all of this
and, besides, space is up anyway.
It must be spring and nothing
into such a cooing mood.

else that sends

Allied

MAJORS PRIMING TO ANSWER CODE CRITICS;
SELECT RODGERS AS A ONE-MAN REBUTTAL
Distributors' Figure
N. Y. Allied Forum
On May

N. Y. ITOA Bullish
On Pact Outcome

to

25-27
New

New

York — William

F.

Rodgers,

gen-

eral sales manager for M-G-M and focal
figure for the distributors’ negotiating
committee, will answer all critics of the
trade practice pact at the open forums of
Allied of New York, at the Astor Hotel,
May 25-27, and the national Allied convention in Minneapolis, Nicollet Hotel,
June 13-15.
Rodgers’ talks will not be in the line of
an attack on any one group of exhibitors,
but will be in answer to statements made
by Abram F. Myers, general counsel, and
other Allied leaders at the recent Neely
bill hearings in Washington. They will
also serve as a response to E. L. Kuykendall, head of the MPTOA, who in his latest bulletin finds sundry points in disagreement with his organization’s stand
on trade practice formulation.
There have been other forms of criticism, such as the article printed in the
monthly organ of the ITOA, headed by
Harry Brandt. His opinions, seemingly,
are in consonance with the seven other
independent exhibitor groups which participated in the negotiations here.
Legal

Revisions

Under

Way

Distributor attorneys, for the past three
weeks, have been working on legal revisions of the third revised draft. They
have consulted with Milton C. Weisman,
attorney for the ITOA, and sounded him
out on the arbitration setup. In 1934,
Weisman formulated an arbitration plan
for the Fashion Originators’ Guild in the
dress industry and this has been upheld
by the courts. Following a conference
with Weisman, attorneys for the major
companies were scheduled to sit down
again with sales chieftains to finalize a
draft which is supposed to meet as many
objections as possible from theatre operating groups.
It is expected the final draft will be
completed in a few days. “There will be
no further revisions,” a spokesman informs Boxoffice. Every precaution is being made to have the final pact as “fool
proof” as possible from all angles.
Before Rodgers gets up before conventionites at the New York Allied meetings,
he will have every detail of the final
trade practice program ready for presentation. With the exception of arbitration,
now being worked out, there will be no
changes in the basic principles of the last
draft, as Boxoffice has reported on frequent occasions. Distributors feel they
are giving “more than some companies can
reasonably and economically offer,” but
they are willing to go along in an industry movement designed to better condi-

4

Metro Sales Manager
Also Attend National
Allied Conclave

York — That

constructive

changes

in

the trade practice draft will be made in
accordance with the recommendations
made by independent exhibitor groups is
seen by the ITOA. Through a spokesman
for the ITOA, Boxoffice is told the sentiment of the members is they are “absolutely and definitely confident the major
companies are going to do everything they
can to iron out the requests of the exhibiMembers feel “the requests we made are
right.” Knowing the personnel of the distors.”
tributors’ committee working on them, confidence is expressed a draft acceptable to
all independents will be the final result.
As soon as distributors complete the revised trade practice program, it is the
intention of Harry Brandt, president of
the ITOA. to pass the word on to every
exhibitor in the country. He is spokesman
for the seven unaffiiiated groups which
met with the distributors' committees.
There may be another meeting of the exhibitor leaders, this one to be called by
Brandt if he approves the changes to be
made.
Milton C. Weisman, attorney for the
ITOA, and Brandt have been in touch with
Robert W. Perkins, Warner general counsel, several times during the past two weeks
on arbitration phases of the draft. As
soon as these points are cleared up, Weisman will meet with major company attorneys for a final session and a general understanding on the language to be incorporated in the industry program of selfregulation.
Brandt has sent W. A. Steffes, chairman
of the Allied convention, a request to be
heard at the three-day meetings in Minneapolis.
tions for all its component participants.
The keynote of the local Allied sessions
will be whether the government should
regulate the industry or “whether we are
big enough to regulate from within,” according to a spokesman for the organization. “We do not want Neely bills or government suits,” he adds and confirms his
unit’s impression that much can be gained
by round table conference.
“We are for constructive progress and
the approach on this is to confine industry disputes within the business and not
have the business policed by government
agencies,” he continues. There also are
some factors in the local Allied organization who feel now is the time to accept
the trade pact and that, if it fails to work
out in certain respects, kinks can be
ironed out through further negotiation.
In his latest study of the draft, Kuy-

to

kendall terms the elimination of separate
score charges as ending a “10-year argument and an abuse of long standing. This
is the best clause in the code, simple,
direct and means just what it says.”
Under the heading of exclusion privilege,
the MPTOA head, in his bulletin states:
“The cancellation proposal, while a long
way from the simple, forthright proposal
presented by the MPTOA to the distributors for a 20 per cent minimum, unconditional cancellation clause in all contracts
for ten or more feature pictures, is a big
improvement over any previous cancellation proposal offered by the distributors.
It offers a sliding scale cancellation of
10 per cent to 20 per cent, but imposes
five conditions on the exhibitors:
Conditions

on

Exhibitors

“(1) You must buy every last feature
picture offered, except westerns, reissues
and foreigns.
“(2) Written notice to cancel must be
given within 14 days of the mailing of the
notice of availability if a first run, or
within 14 days of a first run exhibition
if a subsequent run.
“(3) You must not be in ‘material default’ under your contract.
“(4) You can only cancel the fixed
percentage of pictures out of each price
bracket, except the lowest price bracket.
“(5) If you fail to exercise the option
to cancel in a higher bracket, it cannot
be used in the next lower bracket, but
only in the very lowest price group.”
On trade announcement, Kuykendall
says it “is just a promise to give all the
information they can on the pictures to
be released before they start selling. It
is binding on no one.”
Regarding public demand for the exfeature,
he to
comments:
whole thingceptional
boils
down
persuading “The
the
distributor to split his product in a reasonable way to get part of his pictures
exhibited where there isn’t room for all
of them, and of course, involves prices
and terms for the pictures. Arbitration
restricted to two questions of fact is suggested, but is seriously doubted if it will
be of any use.”
Anent preferred playing time, Kuykendall holds “there are several conditions
imposed on this proposal, and if they
can’t agree on the trade, the question
may be referred to several voluntary arbitrators, ifboth parties at the time agree
to Where
submit the
to arbitration.”
distributors promise not to
sell exclusive runs, with certain exceptions and also to continue business with
(Continued on page 14)
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LAWYERS TO ASK MORE PARTICULARS MONDAY;
LINES IN GOV'T ACTION NOW DRAW SHARPER
Contend No Specific Data
Is Furnished by Justice
Dep't; Want

Details

New York — Declaring they are in no
position to start preparing a history of
the film business since 1918 and pointing
to a recent decision of Federal Judge John
C. Knox in the Vocafilm $65,953,125 antitrust suit against A. T. & T„ Western
Electric and Erpi, major company attorneys on Monday are scheduled to file motions for a further bill of particulars to
supplement the one filed by Paul Williams and his assistants in response of
Federal Judge Bondy’s order.
The lawyers contend there is no specific
information furnished by the department
of justice and the major companies want
to know the identity of each organization involved in each complaint, what
they are charged with, the dates and
places where the alleged actions took
place. Unless this is done, distributors
say they will be put into a position of
floundering around without any specific
course to guide them.
Information

by Vocafilm

Vocafilm, as a result of Judge Knox’s
edict, must furnish in 40 days the names
of addresses of producers and exhibitors
of pictures and names and addresses of
manufacturers, vendors and lessors of
equipment and parts which the plaintiff
alleges were similarly treated by the defendants. Also the names and addresses
of exhibitors, who at the time of the trial,
the plaintiff will seek to prove, were prevented from obtaining pictures other than
those made by the defendants’ equipment.
Next, it must furnish names of exhibitors

Have

Hundreds,

and

many

gation.
This

studying Judge Knox’s ruling
undoubtedly have an importon the all-industry case. Judge
slated to answer late in the

week on the distributors’ request that the
government furnish particulars for paragraph eight in the original complaint.
This has to do with exhibitors’ names and
theatres on which the government hopes
to pivot its case.
In withholding the information, the

straightened

out

without

comes to light in affidavits submitted in opposition to the argument advanced before Federal Judge William O.

of exhibitors and theatres allegedly submitted to coercion, are moving for compliance of the original court order calling
upon the government to supply the data.
In the last three years, the department
has referred to Loew’s alone over 110
specific complaints, William F. Rodgers,
general manager of distribution, sets forth
in his affidavit combating Williams’ motions. Sidney R. Kent for 20th CenturyFox, Gradwell L. Sears for Warner and
Ned

E. Depinet for RKO, in their affidavits, make the same general reference,
but without specific number. All four
executives declare many
adjudications

tion; Neil F. Agnew, vice-president in
charge of sales for Paramount; Gradwell
L. Sears, president of Vitagraph; an affidavit signed by Louis D. Frohlich of
Schwartz & Frohlich, attorneys for Columbia; and an unsigned memorandum sub( Continued

on

page

10)

New

York — There
bility Federal Judge

is a

strong

William

with less
case.

is pressed with other
it is probable a judge

crowded

docket

Trial is expected
and
in
as

run

industries

a yardstick.
In the meantime,

if similar

may

be

by Sidney R. Kent, president of 20thFox; William F. Rodgers, general sales

over

the cost and

run

into millions for defense,
less of the outcome.
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the

majors

legal

are

the

to start in October

for a full year

other

will get

with

Ned E. Depinet,
of RKO distribu-

Bondy

will not preside at the trial of the government suit against the majors. The
veteran jurist
work and thus

observers

talent

indulging

retained
in

already

cases

accepted
familiar
by

Majors

have been made and that they have on
record a number of Instances wherein the
department of justice has expressed its
appreciation. It is pointed out that these
complaints, in each instance, have been
accompanied by full data as to names,
place and circumstances leading to the
cause

of complaint and that no intimidation or interference in the normal business relations between complainant and
distributor have followed. The affidavits,
thereafter,
to keep
secrecy.

state their authors fail to understand why the government now seeks

its potential

witnesses

cloaked

in

Williams told the court the government
had sent six men around the country to
check

the proposed

witnesses

to learn

if

they were willing to have their names disclosed so that the defendant majors might
prepare their defense. He informed the
court that almost to a man, these exhibitors objected on fear of reprisal. Colonel
William Donovan, Richard Dwight and
Robert W. Perkins spoke for the defendants, assuring the court there is no basis
in fact for any apprehensions entertained
by the government.
Donovan pointed out that, for proper
defense preparation, the defendants had
to have the information. With over 5,000
theatre acquisitions since 1918, he declared
it would be impossible to trace the facts
through

the thousands of individuals involved in these deals merely by way of

guessing which cases the government might
introduce in its prosecution.
In his affidavit, Kent waxed indignant.

be

possi-

O.

by

"It is impossible,” he said, “to denounce
with sufficient emphasis such statements
or the policies which have prompted the
making thereof. This court is, in effect,
being advised that these defendants must

Bondy May Not Try
Gov't Case

government pleaded the identity of persons and theatres complaining would lead
to intimidation on the part of the defendants. This prompted immediate denial

manager for M-G-M;
vice-president in charge

liti-

Bondy by Paul Williams, special assistant attorney general, that the government case will be jeopardized if it is compelled to list its witnesses before trial.
The majors, in pressing for the names

were prevented from installing equipment other than that of the defendants;
then the names of exhibitors using Erpi
apparatus and who were prevented by
Erpi from exhibiting films other than
those made with Erpi equipment.
Judge Bondy and the department of
are
will
bearing
was

Maintain

New
York — Hundreds of complaints
lodged by independent exhibitors with the
department of justice in the last few years
have been referred to the majors involved

who

justice
which
ant
Bondy

Settled Complaints

the

speculation
figure it will
regard-

dealt with as irresponsible lawbreakers, who have no regard for the judicial
process. It is being told that they will,
if they discover who is to bear witness
against them, visit upon him economic
punishment and destruction. I unequivocally state that they have not one iota
of substance. If, in fact, any exhibitor
has expressed such fears to the assistant
attorney general, or to any of his assistants, I wish to take this opportunity of
advising him that his apprehensions are
wholly
Judge unfounded.”
Bondy has reserved decision, but
with a remark held significant when he
said the companies should know what
they had to defend. Donovan advised the
court the defendants are dissatisfied with
the answer filed by the government and
planned to file a demand for a further
and more specific bill of particulars.
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ism's sake, appear to be finding
more frequent expression around
the country. They run something
like the following:
This reviewer

would

like to amend

a few of his past statements before
it is too late, unless it is too late
already. A few times, he went on
record

as hoping that American pictures would cope more boldly with
problems of today and living people.
But tentative examples in which the
movies have taken up the cudgels for
liberty ("The Lady and the Mob"),
freedom ("Let Freedom Ring") and
American traditions of democracy have
not been encouraging . . . For anyone
who has a deep respect and feeling
for American freedom, these pictures
are offensively commercial workings
of a patriotism that should not be
used cheaply. I should like to have
patriotic motifs severely restricted to
those who can make proper use of
them. They most certainly do not
belong in racketeer farces unless patriotic feelings are to end up as stale
jokes. — Arthur Winsten, in the New
York Evening Post.

Rose.

McCluskey.
F.

all for patriot-

A jump now to Houston where Hubert Roussel of the Post thinks this:
... If "Let Freedom Ring" is the
model of a new "cycle" in Hollywood,
I, for one, will be sorry. The reason
is very simple indeed. I believe that
a widespread shouting up of unthinking, headlong patriotism, in the hectic
and emotional style of the movies, will
fill this country with a wave of intolerant feeling that could well furnish
an

entering wedge for the very conditions we most loathe and fear at
the moment . . . Patriotism is something much deeper than a flag, a
band and a uniform. It is the mass
tradition of a race and country, and
without definite genius, you cannot
hope to define it in a single dramatic situation.
This is no time to set up a belief
that the man who refuses to rise,
take three steps to the front and

sa-

lute when Eddie Cantor sings "Over
There" in a musical comedy is unAmerican and an agent of Hitler ... If
I were a movie producer at this critical moment, I would leave direct
preaching alone. I'd go in for the
much deeper and more effective message that was radiated in M-G-M's recent production of "Huckleberry
Finn." There was no flag waving in
that one, but it made me feel fully
as close to America, and as jealous
of her bountiful gifts to her people, as
I did when I was, wearing a uniform.

Sense of Humor
"So This Is Justice for All” is how
Bob Allan, manager of the Jewel,
Denver, starts his communication.
Then:
One thousand, four hundred dollar
fine, 120 days in jail, ye gods; sounds
as if I went out and held up a few
theatres. No. Just an honest-togoodness theatre owner who dared
in the face of politics and other
forms of suppression to show a classic that has been flung on the silver
screens to some 53,000,000 people,
"The Birth of a Nation."
What is this country

coming

to?

In order to show a legitimate motion
picture today is an exhibitor forced
to apply to the police department and
the city hall fathers for a permit? The
city of Denver has an ordinance that
says, "Any motion picture that tends
to stir up racial hatred or inflict
racial prejudice" etc. is a violation
and, as such, the exhibitor (poor
fool) is subject to a jail sentence and
a stiff fine. If that be true (glory be)
then "Dodge City," "Jesse James,"
"Gone With the Wind" and a few
others are definitely a violation of
this ordinance and the exhibitors of
these pictures can well count
spending the summer in jail.

on

Undoubtedly, you are familiar with
what has happened; the tale of my
sentence and fine have brought comment from all parts of the country. I
am writing this letter merely as a
suggestion to you to warn every exhibitor in the reading part of your circulation that he had better contact
local police departments and obtain
a permit to show his next attraction.
word
"Themycondemned
ateMya last
hearty
mealis, and
attorneys
have

appealed

the case."

The

National

Legion

Not Clear

of Decency,

listing "Juarez” in its Class A, Section 1 division — unobjectionable for
general patronage — appends
arate notation reading:

a sep-

"Reviewers requested that attention be directed to the fact that the
motion
picture,
'Juarez,' isreliable
not to be
considered
as uniformly
in
its historical references."
What has this to do with appraisal
from a moral point of view?

Only Five Per Cent
That important executive who may
have strolled from his current post
is ninety-five per cent against any
such ideas now. The determining
five is a cinch.
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Ronald

COLMAN

WILLIAM

A. WELLMAN

A Paramount

PARAMOUNT

Picture

FOR

• From

1939-40

the story

for Theatre

by Rudyari

Men

Kipling

by Theatre

Men

UA Pad Observance
Termed Impossible

He Was

Moved

Up —

Harry L. Gold, eastern sales manager
of UA, now is a vice-president of the
distributing company. His duties are
unchanged.

Outside

Selznick

York — Although

Selznick

Washington

Interna-

tional is committed to deliver three only
to UA for 1939-40, outside deals with other
distributors are unlikely, according to John
Hay Whitney, chairman of the board, who
is en route to the coast following his return from Europe on the Queen Mary.
The exception, of course, is the releasing
deal on “Gone With the Wind” with
M-G-M.
With “Intermezzo” and “Rebecca” set
as the first two of the UA’s three, Whitney states the final will be either
“Titanic” or “Ordeal.”
Lombard and Fairbanks
For Individual Selznicks
Hollywood

—

Carole

Jr.
Lombard

Douglas

agreement.”

Britain Is Counting
Hollywood

Deals

Unlikely , Says Whitney
New

Los Angeles — There is no possibility of
United Artists becoming a party to, or
observing, the exhibitor-distributor trade
practice pact, according to Murray Silverstone’s explanation as stated at the organization’s sales convention here. Said he:
“In reality we have 11 distribution companies, just as we have producers. Every
producer has the individual right to see
his pictures through from the time they
are conceived to the time when the last
dollar of revenue is collected therefrom.
Each has the right to reject any or all
contracts on his pictures. Obviously, then,
our organization cannot become a part
of the pact arrangement, because its provisions would be impossible to apply to our
distribution and sales setup. I am, however, in sympathy with the spirit of the

and

Fairbanks jr. are slated for individual pictures by Selznick International
next season, but how the brace of films,
(Continued on page 14)

—

figures in Great
chinery in the
Senator Gerald
kota who cites

on

in a War
How

the

industry

here

Britain’s propaganda manext war is disclosed by
P. Nye (R), of North Daan excerpt from Sidney

Rogerson’s “Propaganda in the Next War,”
one of a series under the general title
“The Next War,” edited by Capt. Lidell
Hart.
Nye introduced the following passage
into the Congressional Record: “In the
realm of the cinema we may be able to
depend on the natural bias of the United
States film manufacturers in favor of
Great Britain as opposed to Germany,
Japan or Italy, and on their command of
the machinery of international film distribution. This will be an asset both with
the stock entertainment picture and the
newsreels.
“Our pictures will not count any more
in the continental countries than they do
now. Germany has a better hold on the
European market than we have, though
neither of us can seriously challenge the

He's Advanced , Too —
Jack Schlaifer, western sales manager
of UA, also a vice-president of the distributing company. His duties are unchanged as well.

What Who Will Make
For New UA Schedule
Los Angeles — A breakdown of star and
cast assignments in various attractions
planned by UA producers for next season
shows this:
Robert Armstrong — “Winter Carnival.”
Alan Baldwin — “Winter Carnival.”
Joan Bennett — Star in “House Across
the Bay”; featured in “The Housekeeper’s
Walter Brennan — “Music School;” “The
Daughter.”
Richard
Real Glory.” Carlson — Co-star with Ann
Sheridan in “Winter Carnival.”
Charles Chaplin — Star in “The

Dicta-

John Clements — “Four Feathers.”
Gary Cooper — Star in “The Real Glory.”
James Corner — “Winter Carnival.”
Broderick Crawford — “The Real Glory.”
Frances Dee — “Kit Carson.”
tors.”
June Duprez — “Four Feathers.”
Henry Fonda — “Kit Carson.”
(Continued on page 14)

Americans.”

Train Stop at Kansas

City Brings UA Field Force Before Camera —

Panoramic shot of the majority of the conventioneers, but not all. This group includes men from the east, New England,
middle west arid middle Atlantic states, but not New Orleans and Dallas men who traveled into Los Angeles on their
own. A case of ditto on the west coast exchange centers, as well.
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Attorneys Will Ask
More Particulars
(Continued

from page 5)

mitted on behalf of Universal by Chadbourne, Hunt, Jaeckel & Brown, attorneys.
UA has asked for a separate bill of particulars and the government must furnish
this by May 26, according to Judge Bondy’s
order. This company, acting on its own,
as is Columbia, is seeking details from
the department regarding the unfair business practices alleged in paragraphs 214
and 215 in the complaint. It also asks an
explanation of what is meant by charging
excessive prices to independents and not
to affiliated circuits; also what is meant
by block booking since this is not the
policy of the company, forcing of shorts
and instances where, when, and what is
meant by oppressive clearances imposed
on unknown exhibitors.
In its preliminary examinations of UA
executives, the government has attempted
to veer its line of questioning to cover
the basic allegations of its suit. Several
independent and major circuit names have
been brought to light, but in the opinion
of UA attorneys these are of no importance. Counsel for the distributor believe
government attorneys are “fishing” and
that, when the time comes, it will answer
and substantiate all deals made. L. Jack
Schlaifer, western sales manager, just
elected vice-president, will be the next
UA witness. He will face Seymour Kreiger
or Robert L. Wright, both department of
justice agents, May 26.
The reason for Universal submitting a
memorandum, as explained by Charles D.
Prutzman, general counsel, is because the
company is stepping up its budgets on
1939-40 product. To do this, increased
rentals will be sought. While the memorandum follows the same assurances
given by other majors, Universal feels it
does not want to go on record officially
that it will not go after more money for
its product. It is held that the fact this
is to be done may be misinterpreted by
some exhibitors in the event an affidavit
were made. However, local department
of justice agents are dissatisfied with the
memorandum and will move to have an
officer of the company affix his signature.
No Intimidation Promised
The general outline of oral arguments,
affidavits and the Universal memorandum
insist there will be no intimidation now
or later in the event names are revealed
by the government.
In the consolidated motion for six distributors now being prepared by attorneys for Paramount, Warner, M-G-M,
Universal, 20th-Fox and RKO, attention
will be drawn to the contention that parts
of the bill of particulars do not comply
with Judge Bondy’s order. It is expected
sharp criticism of the government’s tactics
also will be made in pointing this out.
There is no deadline set for the government to furnish Columbia with a separate bill of particulars. The reason this
company is acting on its own is because
it has no theatre affiliations.
Reports are current at local department
of justice headquarters that Federal Judge
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Paramount Indebtedness
Is Reduced $10,000,000
New

York — A

reduction

of over

$10,-

000,000 during the past three years in the
interest-bearing indebtedness of Paramount Pictures, Inc., and its consolidated
subsidiaries is reported by the board.
During the same period over 110,000
shares of first preferred and over 89,000
shares of second preferred were converted
into 857,000 shares of common, showing
a total reduction of over $12,000,000 par
value of senior shares. Also, all arrears
on first and second preferred and all current preferred dividends amounting to approximately $7,000,000 have been paid up.
A quarterly dividend of 15 cents on the
common payable July 15 to stockholders
of record June 30 is declared, in addition
to a $1.50 dividend on the first preferred
and 15 cents on the second preferred, payable July 1 to stockholders of June 15.

Metro Starting National
Theatres' Deal Talks
New

York — William

F. Rodgers,

E. M.

Saunders and Tom J. Connors of M-G-M
started negotiations with Spyros Skouras,
J. J. Sullivan and William T. Powers over
the weekend on a new product deal for
National Theatres. This is the first major
circuit deal begun by M-G-M for the new
season. The talks are in the preliminary
stages and are expected to be continued
for some time. In August, National winds
up a three-year pact with M-G-M.
John W. Clancy may be assigned the case;
that David L. Podell may act as the trial
lawyer for the government with Williams
and his corps of assistants on the supplementary sidelines; that part of the
case may be decided by the judge and
other issues by jury.
In view of the Vocafilm decision, film
attorneys feel Judge Bondy will grant
their request for full details on paragraph eight.
Major companies for some time have
been surveying the field for data to be
used as part of their defense. The 22nd
floor in which the Hays office is located
now has at least one attorney from every
major distributor regularly assigned to
work there.
Meanwhile, from Miami, Boxoffice
learns independent exhibitors in New Orleans, Pennsylvania, Vermont, West Virginia and the midwest have written to
counsel for Herman Weingarten, whose
anti-trust suit against Wometco and Paramount Enterprises is pending, for information.
Adolph Ramish and Lou P. Rosen were
scheduled to arrive in Washington from
Los Angeles to consult with department of
justice men in connection with allegations the Consolidated circuit in Honolulu
is attempting to hold up product from the
Ramish and Gore circuits.
Although May 18 is the date set for
R. E. Griffith, Griffith Amusement Co.,
Consolidated Theatres, Westex Theatres,
Inc., and major companies to file answers
in the government’s anti-trust suit instituted in Oklahoma City, a delay is expected to be sought.

Three Allied Groups
Work on Clearance
New

York — Three

Allied regional

units

in this state are working on revisions in
clearance and zoning schedules. As soon
as plans are prepared, they will be submitted to the parent organization, Allied
of New York, before reaching distributors.
In Buffalo and Rochester, the executive
committees have almost completed drafts
for clearing all pictures in those areas in
60 days instead of three and a half months.
In Albany, the committee is developing a
system for that zone, Troy and Schenectady which would reduce clearances from
44 days to 21 days.
A meeting of the Buffalo unit was held
early in the week when the first annual
convention to be held at the Astor here,
May 25-27, was discussed in addition to a
second zoning draft. Prior to this gathering, the Albany membership convened for
convention palavers.
E. Thornton Kelly, executive secretary of
Allied of New York, is planning to establish a sixth regional unit in Sullivan county
which would take in at least 13 towns,
including Monticello, Liberty, Fallsburg,
Roscoe, Livingston Manor, Narrowsburg,
Woodridge and Hurleyville.

Alexander Preview Starts
Trailer Sales Next Week
New

York — The

newly

organized

Alex-

ander Preview Co. next week commences
selling its line of trailers with July 15 for
initial deliveries.
The company was formed by Don Alexander jr„ son of the founder of Alexander Film Co., commercial producers. Associated with him are Harold N. Schwarz,
vice-president, and Byers E. Smith, secretary-treasurer.
Distribution offices have been set up in
New York, Chicago, Atlanta, Dallas, San
Francisco and Colorado Springs. The lastnamed city is the production center.
The product combines title board animations with live action scenes especially
filmed for the trailers, which will be from
50 to 65 feet in length.

Technicalities and
Squabbles Delaying
New

York — Technicalities

Legal
RKO
and

differ-

ences of lawyers on various applications
continue to drag out the RKO organization. A decision by debenture holders on
whether or not to accept one share of
preferred and five common under the plan
has been put over until the application of
H. Cassel & Co. for appealing the reorganization formula is determined by Federal Judge William O. Bondy.
Chemical Bank & Trust Co., trustees under a collateral note indenture of July 1,
1931, has asked the court to approve payment of $34,375 for services, in addition
to a previous $10,000, for the period Jan.
27, 1933 to April 30, 1939. Disbursements
of $4,025 also are sought. Wright, Gordon,
Zachry & Parlin, attorneys for the bank,
are seeking $22,500 for services.
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Ring

s 'singing

em

in at the

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL
J

AS THE CRITICS CHORUS:

..'EAST

SIDE

OF
HEAVEN' is the most
delightfully amusing film
Bing Crosby has ever done
. . . Sandy is the most adorable infant in a film since
Baby LeRoy DAILY
." — Kate Cameron,
NEWS
". . . much too ingratiating to
be missed../'— Ben R. Crisler,

NEW

YORK

TIMES

"...totally delightful. ..Sandy
Henville...is one of the most
beguiling infants to be
found..." — Bland Johaneson,

DAILY MIRROR

— Rose
"You’ll find it
greatPelswick,
fun."

JOURNAL-AMERICAN
"Sandy Henville...is our fa— Herbert Drake,

vorite actor of the month."

N.Y. HERALD

TRIBUNE

"One of the finest pieces
of unadulterated screen entertainment to come along
in months."— Will iam Boehnel,

WORLD-TELEGRAM

RADIO

CITY
,“S

y>t

42 OF COLOMBIA'S 56 SET; 14 TOP FILMS ARE
LISTED; BUDGET STEPPED DP FOR NEW YEAR
16 Action Features, Four
Serials and 130 Shorts
Also Are Scheduled
Atlantic

City — Forty-two

of its 1939-

Capra production starring Jean Arthur
and James Stewart. Adapted by Sidney
Buchman from “A Gentleman From Montana,” by Lewis Ransom Foster. Edward
Arnold, Guy Kibbee, Eugene Pallette, Ruth
Donnelly, Beulah Bondi, Astrid Allwyn
and Larry Simms are in the support.
“Arizona,” by Clarence Budington Kelland. Jean Arthur will star and Wesley
Ruggles will produce and direct from a
script by Claude Binyon.
A second from Wesley Ruggles, story
and cast later.

40 program of 56 features, including westerns, are set at Columbia, the eastern
regional, first of three, was told in session at the Ritz-Carlton. The lineup includes 16 action films, four serials and
130 shorts.
The schedule calls for a record appropriation exceeding any previous budget
by $5,000,000, which embraces a minimum
of 14 features in the high bracket category. Additionally, a reserve budget of
$2,000,000 has been established beyond the
$5,000,000 increase for production. A

“The Bigger They Are” by Ben Hecht
and Charles MacArthur. Cary Grant will
star and Howard Hawks will direct from
a script by Charles Lederer.

“great director” production policy and an
elastic budget for each effort are to bulwark the new product.
The company lists 14 properties from

“Super Clipper,” dealing with transoceanic flights. Alexander Hall will direct.
“Singapore.” Columbia lists this as one
of its important films, but no data is

which

given.
One Joan Blondell-Melvyn Douglas,
combining the same team which appeared

it “may choose” further productions apart from the 26 features and 16
westerns named by title or series. Analysis of the product and sales policy came
from Abe Montague, general sales manager. The 14 top films are divided into
groups of six and eight; the 26 into two
groups.
Columbia struck for stronger affiliation
with “smaller exhibitors” with announcement it has broken all records for the
number of accounts sold on new season
product, thus enabling its sales personnel
to “concentrate
counts.
Attention

more

fully” on small ac-

to Latin

in “There’s Always a Woman” and “Good
Girls Go to Paris.”
Three “Blondies,” continuation of the
series based on Chic Young’s cartoon strip

Singles or Duals

with Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake and
Larry Simms.
“Give Me Liberty,” starring Joe E.
Brown in a story by Grant Garrett.
A second Joe E. Brown.
“Men in Sing Sing” with Warden Lewis
E. Lawes in his own story.
“American at Scotland Yard” with a
well-known male star,” not designated.
Three starring Edith Fellows, based on
Lothrop.
“Five
Little Peppers” by Margaret Sidney
Two Lone
William.

Wolf

films starring Warren

Four Jack Holts.
One Mrs. Martin Johnson.
This is as far as the definite list goes.
The company includes the following from
which, it declares, it may choose further
productions:
“The Life of Alfred Nobel,” by Peter
Freuchen.
“Chopin,” by Sidney Buchman.
“The Incredible Mr. Williams,” by Cy
Bartlett.
(Continued

Are

on page 14)

Up to

Exhibitors, Says Montague

America

With the declaration that “concrete”
plans are being worked out to aid Latin
American exhibitors to obtain greater revenue with the company’s product through
successful exploitation methods, the foreign
policy was disposed of.
Jack Cohn, vice-president, stressed the
importance of maintaining enthusiasm for
the industry’s efforts.
“One of the dominant factors,” he said,
“in building up the motion picture business was the fact that exhibitors themselves created their own showmanship in
selling any given picture. This has been
lacking in the last few years.
“This simply means, that exhibitors who
intend to rely upon the distributor to sell
the picture are remiss in doing a job that
primarily belongs to them. Distributors
must scatter their shots in advertising
and publicity and, as a result, the specialized community showmanship has been
glaringly missing.”
Montague emphasized that “Columbia
now has the proper talent knocking at
our door because we have the right directors and the right stories.”
His reference, specifically, was to the
following program:
“Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,”

12

“The Tree of Liberty,” by Elizabeth
Page. Frank Lloyd will produce and direct.
A second Frank Lloyd production, story
and cast later.

$2,000,000 Reserve Budget
Beyond Production Cost
Hike Is Established

Frank

Atlantic

City — Answering

A1

Licht-

man’s remarks made in Chicago during
the M-G-M convention that “If we don’t
get rid of two, three and four-feature programs in our theatres, we’ll live to mourn
the death of this great business of ours,”
A. Montague, general sales manager of
Columbia, told the eastern sales force in
convention here “it is not Columbia’s
policy to tell exhibitors how to operate
theatres.” Lichtman was not mentioned
by name.
Montague further added, “Columbia believes the business of production must rest
in the hands of those capable of producing
pictures. The business of distribution
must rest in the hands of those who best
understand distribution. And equally as
forcefully, I want to state it is Columbia’s
understanding that exhibition had best be
left to those who make it their business
to operate theatres and
vestment in exhibition.

have

their in-

“If it is the exhibitor’s policy to run
single features we will cooperate with that
individual to see that he makes a success
of that policy. And if he prefers double
features, again we will cooperate to assure
his success. We believe single features

may be successful where such a policy is
accepted and wanted and that is equally
true of double feature bills.”
Holding the company is always open to
constructive suggestions, Montague continues with “we believe the exhibitor has
an equal right to conduct his business
without unfair interference. He has as
much right to his policies as we have to
ours, and the sooner we learn to respect
and understand the rights of others, the
better it will be for all.”
Montague suggests that, before “some
highly-placed individuals” start talking for
public consumption, the policies advocated
should first be tested. Without mentioning Loew’s the general sales manager of
Columbia points out that, despite Lichtman’s picture of doom for theatres playing more than one feature, this circuit experimented with single bills and, “it
proved a failure and the circuit went back,
with a great fanfare, to doubles.”
In conclusion Montague said, “Don’t let
us preach: ‘Don’t do as I do but do as I
say!’ Action speaks louder than words —
and I believe in plenty of action, when it
is constructive, good showmanship and
boxoffice for the industry as a whole.”
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What Who Will Make
For New UA Schedule

42 of Columbia's 56
Features Are Set

(Continued
Louis

^Continued

from

page

12)

“The Weakest Link,” “Dress Rehearsal”
and “Pig-headed,” all by Clarence Budington Kelland and all published in the
Saturday Evening Post.
“The Cavalier of Tennessee,”
Meredith Nicholson.
“City
Kandel.

for

Conquest,”

novel

“Miss Quis,” play by
and Vinton Freedley.
“The
Booth.

Stars

Shine

novel

Ward

by

by

Abem

Morehouse

Twice”

by

Clare

“The Pioneer” by Courtney Ryley Cooper, Frank R. Adams and Frances Marion.
“The Man Who Won the War,” Atlantic
Monthly story by Robert Buckner.
“The Mad
Rumelhearts,”
Maude Smith Delavan.
“The Second Mrs.
serial by Noel Pierce.

novel

Draper,”

“Valley Forge,” Pulitzer
Maxwell Anderson.

by

McCall’s

Prize

play

by

“When God Laughs,” by Jack London.
Charles Starrett will star in 10 westerns
which will feature “Sons of the Pioneers”
as an added musical attraction. Wild Bill
Elliott will appear in six.
The serials include:
“The Shadow,” based
gram of that name.

dime-novel

The shorts lineup follows:
Eight Three Stooge comedies,
two reels.

each

in

Ten

Phantasies. New cartoon series produced by Mintz with Scrappy, Krazy Kat
and other characters.
Six Fables cartoons, a new series.

Twelve
Twelve

Who

Made

History,”

a

new

Screen Snapshots.
World of Sports.

Six “Washington Parade.”
Six “Pals and Pets,” a new
Ten Community Sings.

series.

Six “Famous Moments of Comedy,” a
new series.
Six Cinescopes, also a new series.
Series of shorts to be known as Mrs.
Martin (Osa) Johnson series.
The

“Happy Hour Entertainments,” juvenile program service continues. Twelve
units are to be added next season. Each is
selected by representatives of women’s or
civic organizations who certify the programs are suitable for juvenile audiences.
Columbia adds that many of the units embrace three-reel features made especially
for the service.
Cohn introduced Abe Schneider, treasurer, and Nate Spingold. Montague did the
same with Rube Jackter, his assistant,

14

8)

in “My

Son,

My

Rex Harrison — “Over the Moon.”
Jascha Heifetz — “Music School.”
Leslie Howard — Star in “Intermezzo.”
Son.”
Marsha Hunt — “Winter Carnival.”
Tommy Kelly — “Music School.”
Oliver Hardy — Co-star with Stan Laurel in four to be made by Hal Roach.
Stan Laurel — Co-star with Oliver Hardy
in four to be made by Roach.
Andrea

Leeds — “Music

Real Glory.”
Joel McCrea — “Kit

School;”

Carson;”

“The
“Music

Adolphe Menjou — Featured with Joan
School.”
Bennett in “The Housekeeper’s Daughter.”
Maurice Moscovich — “The Real Glory.”
David Niven — “The Real Glory.”
Merle Oberon — Star in “Over the
Moon” and “Sinner.”
Reginald Owen — “The Real Glory.”
Helen Parrish — “Winter Carnival.”
Ralph Richardson — “Four Feathers.”
Sabu — Star in “The Jungle Boy;” also
in “The Thief of Bagdad.”
Ann Sheridan — Co-star with Richard
Carlson in “Winter Carnival.”
C. Aubrey Smith — “Four Feathers.”
Conrad Veidt — “The Thief of Bagdad.”
Loretta Young — Star in “Whose Wife.”

United Has Three From
Selznick in Lineup
(Continued

western

Eighteen “All-Star” comedies featuring
Charley Chase, Andy Clyde, Buster Keaton and others. Each in two reels.
The single reelers follow:
Sixteen Color Rhapsodies, cartoons in
Technicolor produced by Charles B. Mintz.

Six “Fools
series.

Hayward — Star

page

on the radio pro-

“Terry and the Pirates,” from Milton
Caniff’s syndicated cartoon strip.
“The Green Archer,” from the novel by
Edgar Wallace.
“Deadwood Dick,”
hero character.

from

Majors Ready Answer
To Critics of Pact

from

page

These are “Intermezzo,”
a third not named. Aside

will be associate producer.
is one member of the cast.
with

Paulette

Goddard

in the

“The Flashing Stream,” play by Charles
Morgan, drama critic of the London Times.
“Freedom of the Press,” described as a
“cavalcade of American journalism.”
Maude Adams will appear in a film for
the first time and Vivian Leigh will do another after “Gone
Lombard-Fairbanks
nated by title.
In view

With the Wind.” The
vehicles are not desig-

of the fact “Ordeal”

goes

into

production simultaneously with “Rebecca,”
it is assumed here this will be the final UA
release for ’39-’40.
who

there

4)

are “some

more

The distributors’ agreement not to force
exceptions.”
shorts is “a forthright declaration of policy but depends entirely on good faith
of the distributor to mean anything, as
the prices and terms are fixed by the
Kuykendall sees lawyers still wrangling
distributor.”
over the arbitration procedure although
it is to apply to new contracts. Listing
cancellations, score charges, designated
playdates, short subjects and
posals coming within the

other proarbitration

sphere, he asks: “Why can’t these be put
into immediate effect? No exhibitor gets
any benefit from any of them until they
are put into actual use by the distributors.
They

were agreed upon in principle almost a year ago and are still just a promise by the distributors to do something

Contending two principal
sometime.” bitration are unreasonable

matters of arclearance and

overbuying, Kuykendall states any voluntary arbitration system dealing with these
will have to follow pretty much the simple
standard voluntary arbitration procedure
that

is always available
mercial disputes.

to settle com-

to say

8)

“Ordeal,” a novel by Nevil Shute on
which Sam Engel, formerly with 20th

“Titanic,”
lead.

customers,

page

discussing arbitration, he adds, because of the multiple interests involved
arbitration cannot even get started unless agreements are signed. He goes on

from "Gone With the Wind” which, of
course, goes through M-G-M, the last of
the UA trio will be one of the following:

Century-Fox,
Alan Marshal

from

In

as well as several others from S-I, will be
distributed is not apparent.
UA will have three from this producer
next season.
“Rebecca” and

regular

(Continued

emphasized the importance of manpower, and Maurice Bergman, who outlined advertising, publicity and exploitation plans.
Other speakers were Max
Weisfeldt,
short subjects sales supervisor; Louis
Weinberg and Louis Astor, circuit sales
executives, and George Josephs, manager
of sales accounting.

there is no way of enforcing decisions if a losing party feels aggrieved
and refuses to comply with awards. In
this respect, he points out the advantages
of organized conciliation over arbitration.
Among important matters omitted from
the revised proposals, according to Kuykendall, are those dealing with double and
triple feature programs, unfair non-theatrical competition, giveaways, premiums,
lotteries, radio competition of Hollywood

programs and cut-rate admissions for
which no solution is offered.
Reports of distributors demanding 20
per cent rental increases negates the purpose of the cancellation clause, in the
opinion of the MPTOA
head, who adds:
“The whole trade practice program can
easily be wrecked by chiseling branch
managers and salesmen not carrying out
the honest intent of these proposals.”
Declaring United Artists’ reasons for
withdrawing from negotiations “are not
very clear,” on the contention this company does not sell in blocks, Kuykendall
asks: “How can you arbitrate clearance
on United Artists pictures if they refuse
to have anything to do with the whole
program? If they do not offer their pictures in blocks, the cancellation proposal
would not apply to them anyhow. And
why should they object to eliminating a
score

charge

which

Hays

they never

collect?”

on Coast

Hollywood — Will Hays, MPPDA
head,
is here from New York on his annual
spring
about

visit. His stay is undetermined, although he is tentatively set to return in
five weeks.
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Rodgers Calls for an
Arbilralion Study

New
and
with

New

York — William

F. Rodgers,

spokes-

formula

The

un-

third major

However, unless the angle on reallocation of pictures is straightened out satisfactorily by one major company, the lone

makeshift plan but one that will hold up
and, at the same time, prove a boon rather
than a boomerang.
The Monday session may be followed by
another, but decision on further meetings
will be made after the first session. Abe
Montague, general sales manager for Columbia, and UA representatives will be
among the missing, the former now holding regional conventions and the latter
partici-

Schlaifer, vice-president in charge of
western sales for UA. Schlaifer is expected to testify all day which would necessitate shifting the Smith questioning to
the later dates. Lester Krieger will handle the interrogation for the department of
justice.

trailer

are M-G-M

is begun, it would be the first ever initiated in the New York area aside from the
government suit, which was filed last July.

and

According to Jack Fields, secretary-treasurer of Rosyl Amusement Co., operator of
the Cameo, his house is forced to wait 40
days after the Fulton, Skouras unit, which
Fields says is 12 blocks away.
This condition is said to exist because
the Apollo, also a Skouras house and 21
blocks from the Fields house, takes seven

C. Patterson

jr.,

parent
Corp.

company,

Radio-Keith-

Thursday, reports at the RKO home office, while not officially confirmed, led to
the belief Patterson was being considered
for the chairmanship of the RKO board
under the reorganization plan. No one
would comment for publication other than
say “there

is something

to it.”

RKO Will Convention
York — RKO

will hold

its annual

No Commitments Follow
Roosevelt-Korda Talks
New

»

he had

a number

nature. Roosevelt’s first trip abroad in his
official capacity was mainly to boost
“Wuthering
London

tions.

New York — With the formation of “The
Play’s the Thing Productions,” in which
Gene Towne and Graham Baker are associated, RKO has signed up its sixth independent production unit. The two writers will make four pictures yearly under
the new setup, the first to go into work
May 15.
Other independent producers on the lot
include Leo McCarey, Gregory LaCava,
George Stevens, Herbert Wilcox and the
Max Gordon-Harry Goetz unit.

York — Admitting

of “general talks” with Alexander Korda
while in London, James Roosevelt, vicepresident of Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., denies
making any commitments of a specific

He

Towne-Baker Pact Sixth
RKO Independent Unit

E

on its own

two

Washington — Richard

New

New York — A. W. Smith jr., former general sales manager for UA, will be called
by the government on examination before
trial either June 4 or 5. He has been
asked to appear May 22 along with L. J.

13, 1939

other

sales convention at the Westchester Country Club, Rye, June 19-22, final plans
having been made, said Jules Levy, general sales manager. About 200 are expected, including a sizeable representation
from abroad.

to Call A. W.

May

to embark

The

Nathe

At Rye, June 19-22

Smith jr. to Testily

::

expiration

New York — With the arrival of Richard C. Patterson jr. from Washington,

after a perusal has informed insiders “it
looks pretty good.” Notwithstanding, the
desire of distributors is not to send out a

BOXOFFICE

follows

Jersey City — The management of the
Cameo is calling upon major distributors
for a revision of existing clearance under
threat of an anti-trust suit. If an amicable
adjustment is not reached and an action

of dis-

May Join R-K-0

the RKO
Orpheum

Rodgers, it is understood, has had the
new arbitration plan several days and

Government

in charge

assistant secretary of commerce, is reported resigning from that post and considering an offer to become chairman of

holdout, the entire draft will be jeopardized, not only with the ITOA, but also as
far as other independent units are concerned.

from

Backed by Suit Threat

produce

Richard C. Paiierson

complete scrutinizing the arbitration setup, the plan will be submitted to Weisman
before it is put into final form to send to
exhibitor units which participated in the
negotiations.

withdrawn

will

company’s franchise with
tional Screen Service and marks

activity.
Warner.

Wednesday, the discussions veered principally around the reallocation clause rather
than arbitration.
After distributors and their legal aides

having

vice-president
tribution declares.
arrangement

of the

Although Milton C. Weisman, ITOA attorney, met with Robert W. Perkins, general counsel for Warner, on the draft

company
pation.

York — Paramount

sell its own
trailers beginning
its first release of 1940, Neil F.

Agnew,

man for the distributors’ negotiating committee, has called a meeting of sales managers and attorneys at the Astor Monday
to study the new arbitration
der the trade practice draft.

Clearance Change Bid

Paramount Plans
Own Trailers

Heights.” He reports enthusiastically that it is breaking records in
and Paris.

also met with UA’s European managers in Paris to discuss continental condi-

After staying in town for a few days
with his family, Roosevelt planed out to the
coast at the end of the week.

One . Possibly Two. Jackie
Coopers lor Monogram
Hollywood — Monogram’s
ule includes one, and

1939-40 sched-

possibly

two, Jackie

Cooper pictures, according to Scott Dunlap, vice-president in charge of production.

days’ clearance against the Orient, operated by Rosenblatt-Welt. The Orient is
claimed to be 23 blocks from the Cameo
and takes seven days against it.
Fields claims his rentals for fourth run
exceed those paid by Skouras for first run,
although he is allegedly denied the privilege of “free competition.” He charges that
neither the Apollo nor Orient is in the
same

competitive class as the Cameo because of seating and location. The latter
has 1,400 seats, while the Apollo and Orient

are said to have 520 and 600 seats, respectively.
Fields declares he has unsuccessfully appealed to major distributors to revise the
clearance and claims he expressed willingness for the Fulton to have “reasonable”
protection over the Cameo, but excluding
the Apollo and Orient. It is known that
Fields has placed the case in the care of
an attorney for adjustment, failing which
the attorney is at liberty to commence an
action charging

violation of anti-trust

Action on Loew

laws.

Dividend

By Directors on June 7
New York — Action on the next Loew
quarterly dividend will be taken by the
board, June 7. Directors’ meeting on
Wednesday discussed routine matters.
Earnings for the third quarter are running about parallel with last year and it
is estimated the company will show a
profit approximating $5.50 a share on the
common for the year. Foreign returns
show business in Italy considerably off,
Great Britain running ahead of last year
and France holding up.

St. Louis Amusement to
Renovate Two Houses
New York — The St. Louis Amusement
Co. will spend $43,000, in addition to which
the landlords of the properties will contribute $100,000, for the complete remodeling and renovation of the Mikado and
Pageant in St. Louis, Harry C. Arthur jr.,
head of the circuit, states. His company
will spend $25,000 and the landlord $50,000 on the Mikado, while $18,000 will be
spent by St. Louis Amusement
$50,000 by the owner on the
Both houses are now closed.

Co., and
Pageant.
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Amendment

Denied in

Tippett-"!!" Suit
New
York — Supreme Court Justice
Philip J. McCook has denied an application of John D. Tippett, Inc., for leave
to amend its complaint against Universal
Pictures and others and for leave to drop
part of the action.
Tippett

is suing

Universal,

the

Print

Stock Corp., Eastman Kodak, Consolidated Film Industries, Carl Laemmle, Maurice Fleckles, J. E. Brulatour, Inc., and
Jules Brulatour, for $600,000 damages on

Monogram
They

chose

Men

Return

the air route from

alleged breach of a five-year contract to
handle Universal’s raw stock, made in
1932. He has filed three suits against
various defendants and this one charges
the inducing by the other defendants of
Universal to cause the breach of contract.

From Confabs —
Chicago

to New

York.

The

group

includes

Tippett has sought to add to his causes
of action against Fleckles, Laemmle and

Stacy Woodward, Joseph Kehoe, head of the non-theatrical department;
Robert Robinson of TWA; Lou Lifton, advertising and publicity head;
Harold Flavin of Apco; Thomas P. Loach, Ben Schwartz, New York salesman; Joseph Felder, New York branch manager; John Trent, Monogram
star; and Waiter Palase. In the rear are Leon Fromkess, treasurer; Bill
Moses, New York salesman; George Burroughs, Lloyd Lind, assistant to
George W. Weeks; Irving Landis, New York salesman; Norton V. Ritchey,
general foreign manager; Edwin Van Pelt and John S. Harrington, the
latter, manage r of film and accessories.

Print Stock, by charging they had diverted the profits from his contract with Universal to themselves. He had also sought
the dropping of that part of his action
which is directed against Eastman Kodak,
Consolidated, J. E. Brulatour, and Jules
Brulatour, on the grounds that he has
settled that part of the suit.

Price Cuts Futile as Gross

In denying both applications, Justice
McCook stated the suit had been placed
on the ready calendar for trial and an
amended complaint could not be served
at this time.

Booster in Philadelphia
By JOSEPH SHALTZ
Philadelphia — The net effects

of

the

price cuts instituted by Stanley-Warner 12
weeks ago have been practically nil, a
survey by Boxoffice reveals.
Business here is down about 20 to 25
per cent, as compared with peak 1937
trade, and the most that can be said for
the new S-W policy is that it somewhat
cushioned that decline.
A

Warner official, asked by this publication to assess the results of the price

cut move that attracted so much
tion in this territory, said:

atten-

“Revenue in our big downtown
has not, in general, increased.
getting more customers — which is a
sign — but the increased patronage
celed by the lower admission price
ed from each patron.

houses
We are
healthy
is cancollect-

“One new development has been noticeable. That is our increased ability to carry
holdovers, which is very important for us.
We are holding over more pictures for
second

weeks

than

ture like ‘Wuthering
narily would have

we

did before.

A

pic-

Heights,’ which ordilasted two or three

weeks, is now entering its sixth. ‘Dark
Victory’ is entering its third.”
Significant is that S-W’s quiet move to
extend price slashing to its neighborhood
houses was abruptly halted, after only
four houses cut admissions by a nickel.
(The cuts in the de luxe downtown houses
averaged 10 to 15 cents per ticket.)
The S-W statement on its downtown
business is considered even too rosy by
independent

16

exhibitors.

Some

of them

ex-

pressed the opinion the S-W
actually lost by the move. The
customers has not increased
make up for the lower prices,
One

representative
ganization said:

of an

circuit has
number of
enough to
they said.

exhibitor

or-

“The prices in downtown theatres have
been high for such a long time that Philadelphians got out of the habit of going
downtown for their entertainment. They
became neighborhood patrons, and the
new price cut did not make them change
their habits, except perhaps for the first
few weeks, when the novelty attracted
them.
“Any increased business the downtown
houses may have got probably came from
the 10 or 12 key-run neighborhood houses,
which charge higher prices. And those
houses, with one exception, are owned by
Warner. Hence the Warner chain was
merely taking business away from itself.
“I am told on good authority that Warner’s regret the price cut.”
Only one downtown house, according to
this informant, is taking in more money.
That is the Palace, whose former gross
of an average $4,000 has been boosted to
$5,500 and $6,000. But that is apparently
due mostly to the new three-hour show
policy.
The extra-long show is turning out to
be the liveliest business-getter. Following
its success at the Palace, S-W has introduced it as a one-day-a-week policy in
about a dozen neighborhood houses, where
it does booming business.
This policy may become standard in

neighborhood Warner houses, especially
since the chain totally dispensed with
dishes

and other premiums at the beginning of this month. Almost every Warner neighborhood house was using premiums.
Several independent exhibitors, questioned on the subject, said their business was
off, but did not attribute the drop to the
S-W price cut.
They

blamed

it on

poor

pictures,

the

decline in government spending, particularly in WPA rolls, and the increased sophistication of theatre audiences.
Very few independent neighborhood
houses have tried to boost business with
help.
a price cut. Their feeling is it wouldn’t
Proof of that is seen in the experience
of the Nixon-Grand. It opened a month
ago with a policy of 10 cents matinee, 20
cents at night. Two weeks later it dropped
to 10 cents all day — with a double
ture. Last week it closed its doors.
A few neighborhoods

have

fea-

instituted dis-

guised price cuts. One is the “early bird
matinee,” in which a nickel or so is lopped
off early in the day.
Another scheme, introduced this week
by Dave Shapiro’s Admiral, is the “onecent sale.” Every Tuesday, the Admiral
has announced, two adults will be admitted for one regular admission ticket —
priced 25 cents — plus one cent. In other
words, that means admission prices will be
13 cents apiece for adults going together.
missions.
The policy will not include
BOXOFFICE
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No British Suit Bar
For Blumenthal

Notarius Freeman
At Paramount

Aide

Studio

New

New York — Declaring “there is not the
slightest intimation that the plaintiff in his
English suit has commenced the action

York — Louis Notarius of the Paramount home office executive staff, leaves
the end of the month to become assistant
to Y. Frank Freeman at the studios.

Negro

Contralto

For Hollywood
New

York

contralto,

— Marian

to Sing

Premiere
Anderson,

Negro

has been engaged by 20th Century-Fox to sing at the Hollywood open-

ing of “Young

Mr.

Lincoln,”

on June

2.

maliciously or without probable cause,” the
appellate division of the New York supreme
court has reversed a decision of Supreme
Court Justice Samuel I. Rosenman and
vacated
from

an injunction obtained by Paramount Pictures preventing Ben Blumenthal
suing in England.

Blumenthal had sought to recover alleged commissions due him for the sale
of Paramount’s theatres in England and
for alleged breach of contract whereby
Paramount had promised not to interfere
with his negotiations.
Blumenthal already has started action
against Oscar Deutsch of Odeon Theatres
in London and has indicated he will seek
to examine before trial, Max Schach, William Greve, J. C. Graham, David Rose,
Oscar Deutsch, and George Elcock to prove
his case.

Plagiarism Suit Dismissal
Hearing

Set lor June 2

New York — Federal Judge John W.
Clancy has set June 2 as the date for
the hearing on an application by Columbia
to dismiss a $250,000 suit against them
by Gerald K. Rudulph.
Rudulph

claims

plagiarism

of his play,

“Expose,” written in 1932 and rejected by
Columbia, in “I Am the Law,” which starred Edward G. Robinson. An injunction
and accounting of profits are sought.

Camera

Journey With the United Artists Conventioneers —

Candid, and other, shots of some of the delegates. To the left are Charles Stern, district manager, and Harry G. Bodkin,
Philadelphia branch manager. In the upper panel on the left are Jack Wrege, New York; Bert Steam, Cleveland; Phil Dow
and Nat Thompson, New York. Upper panel on the right are Eddie Golden, Indianapolis ; Morton Magill and Sol Krugman, Philadelphia, while seated is Milton Krueger, Indianapolis. The train scene below includes Larry Brown, Sam Stern
and Mark Silver, Washington and Dave Burkan, Moe Streimer and Sam Rifkin, New York. By the trainside in Los
Angeles it’s a case of James Mulvey, eastern representative of Samuel Goldwyn, Inc.; Edward Raftery, secretary of UA;
Mrs. Murray Silverstone; Harry D. Buckley, vice-president; Mrs. E. T. Carr who stands next to Carr, joint managing director in England; Mrs. Buckley and Silverstone, chief of world-wide operations.
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B R
SCHMUS returned to his
G. VAN
yy Music
Hall office this week, his waist
line considerably trimmed, after being under the doctor’s care several weeks . . .
Dewey Washington, who appears in Paramount’s “Grand Jury Secrets,” is looking
over the town and taking in the Fair . . .
Adolph Haas played host to local exhibitors and trade paper men Friday afternoon at the housewarming for Alexander
Previews in the Film Center Bldg. . . .
Manny Reiner, Monogram publicist, spent
two days in Lancaster visiting relatives
before returning from the Chicago convention. . . Eddie Smith, court reporter,
turns professional pitcher for the Federal
Court-Admiralty Bar game slated for
May 27.

(0) A

D

WAY

tative books on these subjects. Then go
back and let the boss kick you around,
and be grateful. The books are fun and
revealing and smack of authenticity.
They’re all by the same authors, Jeron
Criswell and Louise Howard, and are
titled: "How to Crash Tin-Pan Alley,”
“How to Crash Broadway,” and "How Your
Play Can Crash Broadway.” . . . Among
those present at the AMPA were: S. Barret McCormick, H. M. Richey, Howard
Strickling, Bill Ferguson, Rutgers Neilson,
Lou Lifton, Leon Bamberger, Steve Brooks,
Vincent Trotta, Chester Bahn, Joel SwenGene

son, “Hap” Hadley, Don Velde,
Towne and Lee Blumberg.

Al Selig,

Nate Blumberg, Universal president, on
Monday will tender a special luncheon to

Monroe Greenthal mid Al Margolies returned from Los Angeles and the UA convention Thursday. Lynn Farnol followed
the next day while Harry L. Gold and L.
Jack

Schlaifer, newly appointed vice-presidents in charge of distribution, are on their
way by rail. Murray Silverstone stays on
the coast for a few additional days, then
hits into New York again . . . Plaza scene :
Bill Rodgers lunching with Spyros
Skouras; Bill Powers and Jack Sullivan
with Eddie Saunders. Must be the M-G-MNational Theatres deal . . . Gene Towne
will be around town for a couple of weeks.
Thereafter, it’s Hollywood to prepare for
his and Graham Baker’s first for RKO.
After the boss has kicked you around all
day and you go home thinking maybe this
is a whacky business after all and how
much easier and profitable it would be to
become a Broadway producer, song writer
or actor, run, do not walk to your nearest
newsdealer

and

pick up a trio of authori-

the press at the Rainbow

Room

opening
performance
of “ The
the Rivoli
. . . Bob Weitman

after the

Mikado”
sneaked

at
in

an extra preview of ‘‘Union Pacific” at the
Paramount Tuesday, the first showing of
the film being shown at 6:20 and the second 11:30 . . . Mrs. Hal Roach got in from
the coast Friday to join her daughter,
Margaret,

and

Virginia

Field who

preced-

ed her earlier in the week. The producer’s
mother is due shortly for a visit . . . A. J.
Herman, eastern Universal district manager, is back from Boston after a quick
trip . . . Mischa Violin, Music Hall associate producer, sailed on the Santa Paula
on a 16-day cruise to Haiti . . . Myer P.
Beck is busy functioning as eastern representative of Birdwell and Associates . . .
Ben Y. Cammack, newly named assistant
to Phil Reisman at RKO, is here from
Hollywood. Which rounds out an extensive
trip of South
the Far East.

America,

South

Africa

and

Joe Seidelman has joined the Walk-toWork-Contingent these mornings. Nicholas M. Schenck is among them. And, by
the by, Joe is “toying” with the idea of
making another European trip very shortly ... Al Zimbalist, advertising and publicity spokesman for 60 Warner Philadelphia houses, was a Gay White Way visitor Wednesday and Thursday . . . Bill
Scully lives four blocks from the World’s
Fair and, believe it or not, hasn’t been
near the modernized Flushing Meadows
sightseeing grounds . . . Leto Hill, formerly of the St. Louis Amusement Co., is
managing the DeWitt, Bayonne, for Warner. He was with the major circuit before joining F&M in St. Louis . . . Ted
Schlanger was another Warner visitor from
the Quaker

City

with

Lester

Krieger

in

with him on bookings . . . John Gunther’s
"Inside Europe” has been purchased by
M-G-M and may be produced on the 193940 schedule . . . Joseph L. Stein of the
Copyright Protection Bureau is in Redlands, Cal., vacationing at the orange
ranch of Danny Field. Following that, he
dips into official business while en route
east.
Fred W. Lange, Continental manager
for Paramount, sails for home on the
Normandie the end of the month with his
bride, Rosita Montenegro. The couple
were married over the weekend at John W.
Hicks’ home in Westchester . . . Shirley
Ross, Paramount player, is appearing in
Atlanta and returns to New York, May 19,
following which she will go back to Hollywod. . . George Raft has gone to Holland, Mich., for the annual tulip festival.
From there he heads for the coast . . .
Lowell

Thomas

will be one of the speakers

who
Mr.

will broadcast the opening of “Young
Lincoln” in Springfield, III., on Memorial Day . . . Irene Rich is back in town
after six months in Hollywood. She plans
to stay for a couple of weeks and then
back west . . . Rocco Paone is doing a
What with Hollywood names and the “Union Pacific” special in town, there
inevitably followed a party. The National Art Club in Gramercy Park was
the place. There, club quarters were done over sufficiently to reflect the atmosphere of a gambling hall and saloon of the ’60s. Among those present
were Evelyn Venable and Lynne Overman, shown above as they arrived in
New York with Margaret Roach. The applauders below, left to right and
seated, include Patricia Morison, Warren William, William H. Pine, Luana
Walters and Robert Preston.
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swell job twirling the baseballs for Columbia . . . Ralph R. U?iks is the new Albany
branch manager for Ross Federal, succeeding K. A. Davis who has returned to
the coast.
Ernest

Emerling,

assistant
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A.

Doob, arrives in England Monday on a
three-week vacation in London and Paris.
The betting is five to one he will visit all
the Loew theatres in those countries before coming back home . . . Douglas Fairbanks sr„ canceled his sailing on the
Queen Mary, but Frederick Lonsdale didn’t
. . . Herman Stern, non -theatrical head
for Universal, has closed another deal to
supply the company’s complete output to
80 veteran hospitals and soldiers’ homes
beginning July 1 ... R. V. Keifer of the
Keifer circuit in Canada was among the
visitors at the RKO
reception suite. He
leaves in about a week for Chicago, then
departs for northeastern Canada, where he
lives . . . Gene Towne, discussing his new
RKO deal, says “I’m going to emphasize
the story and make the star fit the story,
not the story the star.” That was a cheer
you just heard . . . Louis Hayward and
Ida Lupino arrive from the coast Monday,
the trip being a belated honeymoon.
Ben Kalmenson, Warner’s western and
southern sales manager, is back at his desk
after a

three-week

trip visiting branches

in the west . . . Billy Brandt’s son, George,
has become a partner in Radio Attractions ,
radio show producers in the RKO Build-

president

for years in charge of RKO’s mail room,
has proved so adept at photography that
H. M. Richey has appointed him official
lens snapper at the RKO
World’s Fair
Exhibitors’ Lounge . . . Homer Harmon is
preparing an elaborate and “exciting”
souvenir booklet telling all about the Roxy
— which the Roxy
to its patrons.
Charlotte

will sell, not give away,

of Samuel

Goldivyn,

Inc., returned

brated
and

her 13th year with M-G-M, alternating as secretary to William F. Rodgers

E. Wallace Aarons . . . During the dismantling of the electric sign on the Astor

to make room for “Goodbye, Mr. Chips,”
the old sign for “Pygmalion,” by George
Bernard Shaw, which featured Leslie
Howard, presented some broken wordage,
as follows: Howard Shaw’s Lion
lar Prices.” It tickled Harry

at PopuBrandt’s

funny bone . . . Vincent McFaul of Shea’s,
Buffalo, was a visitor with William F.
Rodgers . . . Dave Levy, Metro’s New Jersey branch manager, dropped in for a

Sachs

on

Wednesday

cele-

“social”

chat

with

Bernie

Brooks.

Before

he left Brooks’ office, Dave had been sold
a flock of shirts by an itinerant shirt
peddler.
The annual outing of the Columbian
Club, comprising Columbia employes, takes
place at the Pinebrook Country Club, riear
Bridgeport, Conn., May 29 . . . The annual
ITOA outing is set for mid-July . . . After
15 years with M-G-M, Miriam Garrison
decided to spend her full time as a housewife. So the “girls” put her in the middle
of a festive table at the Blue Room at the
Hotel Lincoln and bade her farewell. A
pair of silver candlesticks was a gift from
about 20 of her friends, among whom were
Rena Sachs, Amy Schiff, Anne Nilsen,
Ruth Gillis, Henrietta Klein, Zelda Davis,
Goldie Weltman, Gertrude Schwartz, Roberta Elston and Elizabeth Heslin.
Joan Bennett canceled her sailing on
the Queen Mary . . . George Weltner spent
a week’s vacation on his boat Marjon,
named after his two children Marjorie and
— Photo

London

by

Cosmo-Sileo

to Hollywood —

John Hay Whitney, chairman of the
board of Selznick International, is in
from London and now about to reappear in Hollywood. When Whitney
flies, he usually buys two tickets. The
second is parking area for his legs.
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James Roosevelt, vicefrom. Europe on the Queen Mary.

On the right is Roosevelt’s wife. In his arms is Kate, his youngest
The other child is Sara Delano Roosevelt, the older girl.

ing . . . Tom Donaldson, Metro’s New
Haven branch manager, visiting Tom Connors and Grover Whalen’s exposition . . .
Leo Greenfield, manager of the Borough
Hall, prefers to explore new fields for his
entertainment. His last trip out he wound
up in Harmon, N. Y. . . . Leonard Bloom,

-ph°" bv °“n ” 811

Her Oldest Son—
Greets
herFranklin
MotMrs.
D. Roosevelt was at the pier when

John

. . . Radie Harris came up with Virginia Field as guest star over her WOR
radio program. Miss Field, who is now
vacationing in New York, has just finished
pictures for Universal and United Artists
. . . Ben Judell, independent operator and
producer, is at the Astor Hotel . . . Paula
Greenwald, secretary to A1 Deane, took a
week’s

vacation

in Virginia

. . . Illness kept

Mrs.

Florence

Marston,

daughter.

executive

secre-

tary of the Screen Actors’ Guild, at home
for a few days . . . Ned E. Depinet hopes
to get away for a coast visit by the end
of the month . . . RKO Pathe cameramen,
Larry Riley and Bert Cunningham, are
tossing coins to see who doesn’t get the
mountain climbing assignment for the
next Sportscope which will be filmed
sometime in June.
Howard Dietz at “21” for a haircut . . .
Harry Arthur in from St. Louis again and
back there by noiv . . . H. M. Bessey, secretary-treasurer of Altec, is in Baltimore
and Atlanta on a ten-day trip . . . Si Seadler's been home again. The gout . . . Oscar
Doob has been patronizing the Tavern
quite regularly of late. So have many other
film men . . . Harry M. Warner is in the
east. While passing through Chicago, he
dropped in at the exchange and chatted
briefly with James Coston, Henry Herbel,
Tom Gilliam and Bill Brumberg and went
for a one line quotation, “ I'm feeling fine
and on personal business” . . . Rudy Vallee, Sally Rand, Jed Dooley and Walter J.
Diggs are again members of the American
Federation of Actors’ council for another
four years . . . Betty Goldsmith, secretary
to James Roosevelt, is back from the
continent.
Moe J. Siegel, Republic studio head, has
taken off quite a bit of weight. He sailed
Saturday for the coast. H. J. Yates is due
back from Hollywood, June 1. He will be
preceded by James R. Grainger by at least
a week . . . Having lost the first game of
the season, the M-G-M-Loew team made
another try at it Saturday night at the
George Washington Stadium, this time
against Columbia . . . Ben Roman
is
mourning the loss of his oldest daughter,
Mercedes Knapp, who passed away after
a short illness . . . Henry Danziger of the
Film Board of Trade entered the Jewish
Hospital, Brooklyn, over the weekend for a
(Continued

on

page

22-D)
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Boardwalk
Atlantic City — Jack Cohn again tried
out a new yarn on the assembled delegates and it proved to be the laugh hit of
the day.
*

*

*

Joe

McConville, expert on foreign affairs, was busy showing Australian Head
Cecil Mason, Puerto Rico Manager F.
Knocke and Cuban Executive Ernesto
Smith

the

wonders

ground.”

of

*

*

“America’s

Play-

Maurice Bergman kept plying the sales
lads with questions leading to angles on
advertising Columbia product.
*
*
*
A1 Seligman

took a walk along the board-

those

walk and was heard muttering: “Boy,
hotel fronts would look good with

some

24

sheets

on

‘Only

Angels

Have

”

Wings.’
Allan S. Moritz

*

*

looked

Joe

Miller,

the

*

*

Buffalo

wizard;

Tim

O’Toole, the New Haven flash, and Nat
Cohn, New York division manager, made
a bee-line for the most comfortable couch
in the Ritz-Carlton lobby to discuss sales
plans for the new season. Or was it sales
plans?
*

*

*

Harry Rogovin, after a year or so in
Boston, still refuses to adopt a Harvard

*

*

George Josephs and Joe Freiberg had
the time of their lives watching the boardwalk parade.
*
*
*
Hank Kaufman, in charge of everything,
took praise for his arrangements with his
inevitable smile and a bow to aides Bernie
Zeeman and Vince Borelli.
*
*
*
Picker

was

on Rudolph Bach,
Gallic importations.
*

practicing

his French

who sells Columbia’s
*
*

“Pahdon Mah So’thin Accent” could have
been the theme song for Southerners R.
J. Ingram, John B. Underwood, J. J.
Rogers, H. Duvall.
*
*
*
Legalite

the personification

of “What the Well-Dressed Cincinnatian
Would Wear.” He was a symphony in
pastel shades.
*

*

advising

*

Opened by Columbia

accent.

Arnold

*

Three Foreign Offices

Gossip

Bashful

Irving

Moross

had

no

trouble

how to keep the boys out of difficulties. They all knew the answers.
*
*
*
Sam

Moscow

finally had

Montague

dispensed

new

offices in Paris, Brussels and Marseilles with plans to establish new
branches shortly in Bordeaux, Algiers and
Lille, J. A. McConville, foreign manager,
told
here. delegates at the Columbia convention

McConville also told of acquisition of
a number of pictures produced in foreign
countries. World-wide releasing rights to
French pictures have been arranged with
Paul Graetz of Transcontinental Films.
Four

British productions a year are anticipated through a
deal with Irving
Asher. Deals have been made for Tamil
and Hindustani pictures for distribution
throughout Ceylon, Straits Settlements,
Dutch East Indies and other Far Eastern
territories, as well as for pictures produced
in the Philippines.

to pose

for a picture — when Abe Montague
Rube Jackter ganged up on him.
*
*
*
Abe

Atlantic City — Further extending foreign distribution, Columbia has opened

and

with talk at the

banquet, insisting that the “no speeches”
rule be lived up to all the way. But that
didn’t bar Louie Weinberg
off a couple of gags.
*
*
*

from

Nate Spingold came down with
home office crowd to find the
festivities in full swing.

getting

the late
banquet

Conventioneering —
The foreign
at Columbia's
Atlantic
City contingent
sales regional.
The group
above includes Arnold Picker, lawyer;
Charles

Roberts, Latin- American supervisor; Ernesto Smith, Cuban representative; F. Knocke, Puerto Rican
distributor; J. A. McConville, foreign

sales manager, and Cecil Mason, Australian representative. In beeksteak
regalia are Lester Blanke, producer;
Sam J. Briskin, general manager of
production, and Jack Cohn, vicepresident. The general group, made up
of home office executives includes,
left to right kneeling, Vincent Borelli,
Seth

Raisler,

Rudolph

Bach.

Stand-

ing, left to right, are Maurice A. Bergman, Louis Weinberg, Irving Moross,
Joseph Freiberg, Louis Astor, Maurice
Grad, George Josephs, A. Montague,
William Brennan, Leo Jaffe, Rube
Jackter, Lou Melamed, Sam Liggett,
Irving
Takiff. Sherman, Al Seligman, Max
Weisfeldt, Tom McCue and Harry
— Metropolitan Photos
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MPTOA Urges Neely
Bill Be Proiesled
New

York

—

Charging

the

spokesmen

favoring the Neely bill “failed or refused
to pay any attention to the actual provisions of the bill and its practical application to our business,” during hearings
in Washington, the current general bulletin of the MPTOA urges exhibitors to register with Congress their objections to it.
The strategy of the bill’s promoters in
“denouncing compulsory block booking and
blind selling” was “intended to confuse
the issue and divert attention away from
the

destructive, impractical and unworkable features” of the bill, the bulletin
states.
The real issues as seen by the MPTOA

BUFFALO

involve “reallocating pictures, juggling
prices, designating playdates and refusing
to deliver pictures that have been produced,” stressing “the selective contract
is the practical and constructive method.”

NEW

And More

of It—

Immediately
general

above
foreign

Columbia

includes

Joseph

A.
at

S. Goldberg,
and

and

conclave

panel

part of the

the field. From

A. Montague,

sales manager,

sales

lantic City. The

Armm

are

sales manager,

McConville,
the

YORK

on

the

right

delegation

from

Albany:

Phil

PHILADELPHIA

E. Hochstim,

Fox,

N. Cohn.

in At-

manager ; J.

Buffalo:

C. Har-

ter, C. H. Ferguson, Joe Miller, manager; J. Levee and J . BullwinJcel. New
York:

J. Safer, W.

S. Feinbaum,
M.
and

Fraum,

Sol

I. Wormser,
E. Helouis,

Trainer,

S. Schussel.

Weiner,

Katz,

J. Wenisch,

J. Sokoloff

Philadelphia:

manager;

L.

H.

E.

Wurtele,

J.

Schaeffer, M. Goldstein, Ed Rosenbaum, D. Corson and W. Bethell.
Washington:
field, J. B.
mideast
Kushner.

BOXOFFICE

B. Caplon,
Walsh,

division

Sam

C. A. WingA. Galanty,

manager,

and

J.
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Then Seadler's Crack
Closed Ihe Meeting

New York — That strip of land known
as West 42nd St. has other attractions
besides

By

LEONARD

WEISBERG

and

York — The only “holdover attraction” in Ampa’s history was the cause
celebre for a record turnout at the organization’s regular luncheon
Astor.

*

meeting

management,

grind

shows,

flea

with

the

"Johnny
"Preston
Man.
"Mischa

following

mar-

Weissmuller — Jungle Man.
Foster — Government Muscle

M-G-M
advertising and publicity chieftain.
With Paul Lazarus, Ampa president, as
referee, the verbal bout got under way
with Goldberg throwing the first counter
attack. He drew a comparison between
radio programs, which Dr. List serves as
physchologist and consultant, and film
production. Whereas, Goldberg pointed

To Paramount Meet

tastes, producers are planning advertising
campaigns at the rate of one a week, and
always in advance.
“Also,” he declared, “radio is not affected by the elements of heat, rain or
snow. Radio sells its merchandise through
entertainment. Motion pictures have to
get money for entertainment. In other
words, radio gives away what we have to
sell.”
In rebuttal. Dr. List made it clear he
was not defending radio. Speaking as an
individual who has engaged in advertising
research, he thought it deplorable that the
fourth largest national industry “has to
depend upon a carload of artists who can
make

or break a company.” The producing companies, he said, “lose themselves
in their artists.”
He criticized the “heart throb” in advertisements used in the MPAYBE
campaign as being identical in construction,
“while
have

millions of paragraphs of inspirational copy” were available that would
prevented such repetition.

Dietz thought Dr. List’s observations
were more “emotional than scientific.”
There would be little progress in films, he
said, if the industry

should

give the pub-

lic exactly what it wanted. “Perhaps we
are trying to give them what they don’t
know that they want,” he declared.
Dietz thought that if the situation was
reversed — “if radio charged an admission
and movies were free” — Dr. List would not
be present. “Radio must chart a market
in order to make a sale,” he said. “We
must sell pictures on merit alone and we
have not under-rated our audience. The
public would have rejected us long ago if
it had not approved our course.”
The progress of the world has not been
made through scientific surveys, Dietz
said. New industries have been developed,
rather, by “impractical” men. “Marconi
could not have taken a survey before inventing the wireless,” he concluded.
Dr. List answered Dietz by exhibiting the
pages of two magazines containing an ad-
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for Paramount

prietary, Inc., Sydney,
rived from the coast

Film

Service

Pro-

Australia, who arWednesday; F. C.

charge of Central America with headquarters in Havana, due here the end of the
week; Henry Klarsfeld, French head with
offices in Paris, slated to arrive May 29;
C. R. Dickinson, general sales manager
in London, and Tony Reddin, publicity and
advertising head for the British company,
arriving here May 30 on the Aquitania.
David

Rose, general manager for Paramount in England, will be unable to make
the trip at this time, but may come over
in the fall. Fred W. Lange, managing director for Continental Europe, sails May
31 on the Norviandie for his headquarters
visit at the home

That Paramount may have to curtail its
exports to Australia is deemed likely by
Hunter

who admits the 25 per cent rejection clause in New South Wales will
cause some revision of selling plans. He
points out a similar condition exists in
Victoria.
Distributors, according to Hunter, look
upon the situation as one resulting in
economic waste. All the companies bring
in negatives and develop prints for which
they

pay a full duty. But since an exhibitor can kick out 25 per cent of the
program, it means all that expense goes
with it.

of the

Metropolitan

definite yet, but it is

any other exhibitors that might wish to
join has been under way for more than
two years. The subject was first brought

Henry, Manila manager, now visiting his
family in Seattle; Arthur L. Pratchett, in

in Paris after a month’s
office.

is nothing

Investigation into the organization of
such a combine of Allied members and

New York — Paramount’s annual sales
convention in Los Angeles, June 8-10, will
be attended by seven foreign executives,
including John W. Hicks jr., in charge
of foreign affairs. Among those who will
be on hand are Harry Hunter, managing

vertisement

president of Northwest Allied, Minneapolis, during his visit here at the Monogram
convention.
“There

Foreign Executives

director

Chicago — Possibility of organization of
a national booking and buying combine
with members of Allied States Theatres
as the nucleus was voiced by A1 Steffes,

very much in the air,” Steffes told Boxoffice. He intimated that further plans
would be formulated at the forthcoming
national convention, June 13 to 15, in
Minneapolis.

Auer — Madman."

times. His adversaries were Harry Goldberg, director of advertising and publicity
for Warner theatres, and Howard Dietz,

out, radio builds “tailor-made” programs
which can be revised at will to suit all

Booking Combine

circuses

theatres.

quee billing:

at the

About 70 members and guests were on
hand to hear Dr. J. S. List defend his
views, expounded two weeks ago during
an Ampa session, to the effect that film
advertising is about 35 years behind the

medicine

20-hour

Something of a Simthsonian-ish approach crept up on the Harris Theatre

New

Hotel

Hints at an Allied

Nothing Scientific
About It

Life In-

surance Co., that dwelt on “humans’ relationship to life,” and two ads for current films. The latter, he criticized, both
featured a man and woman in the same
position — “the same as were printed back
in 1915.” This ended the re-cross rebuttal.
That is, everyone thought it was ended
until Si Seadler, Dietz’s sidekick, jumped
from his seat, and with an arm extended
Messiah-fashion, crackled;
“The position of man and woman hasn’t
changed much since the Garden of Eden.”

up at the national convention
kee two years ago, and has

in Milwaubeen raked

over the coals many times since, but without any concrete action ensuing.
Steffes said the present outlook is for
one of “the biggest and best conventions
we’ve ever had.”
Ed Kuykendall, president of MPTOA,
who also attended the Monogram convention here, said that if pressure of other
business, including the meetings of numerous MPTOA state units, did not conflict, he would try to attend at least part
of the sessions in Minneapolis.

1TOA Delegation of Five
To Allied Convention
New

York — The

ITOA

has

selected

a

committee of five to represent the organization at Allied’s national convention at
Minneapolis, June 13-15, as well as Allied
of New York’s conclave at the Hotel Astor
here, May 25-27. Harry Brandt, president, heads the committee, which comprises Milton C. Weisman, general counsel and arbitration advisor, Leon Rosenblatt, Rudy Sanders and David Weinstock.
While a formal stand regarding the
trade practice draft is not forthcoming
from the ITOA, individual reaction veers
to the opinion the committee will advocate
accepting

the

proposals

as

“a

starting

At a meeting at the Astor, Brandt was
nominated to succeed himself as ITOA
president. The nominating committee
also recommended that the entire incumbent slate be re-elected. David Weinstock
point.”
is first vice-president; Stanley Lawton,
second vice-president; Maurice Brown,
secretary, and Charles Goldreyer, sergeantat arms. Elections take place May 24.

Three Hornell

Theatres

Are Pooled by Warner
Hornell, N. Y. — Warner has pooled, and
not acquired as previously reported, the
Hornell, Strand and Stuben here with the
Majestic. Up until the time of the deal,
Louis L. Pressler operated the Hornell as a
second run, and Irving Cohen the Stuben,
as first run, and the Strand, second run
with action films. The Warner Majestic
is a first run.
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Appeal Board Upholds

IB HU IF IF A IL <Q> Mexican Labor May

K. C. "Spy" Permit

JOHN BASIL, (Vasiliadis), 82, father of
the four Basil brothers, Nicholas, Constantine, Theophilos and Basil, is dead
after a long illness. His sons operate the
Basil chain in Buffalo and Niagara Palls.

Kansas

City — The city’s forces of censorship this week stood ground against

protests on “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,”
and the picture continued to play at the
RKO Orpheum.
A delegation of German-born Kansas
Citians called on city officials in an effort to get the film suppressed. Three
days

later, another group presented a petition to the mayor, Bryce B. Smith, and
to the acting city manager, Eugene C.
Zachman. The petition charged the film
“is detrimental to the public good and
tends to defame and ridicule” the Americanism of “a large number of Americans
of German descent and loyal associations
and organizations
can citizens.

composed

of such Ameri-

“It further tends to incite discord and
racial feeling and violates the traditions
of the American people and the Constitution of the United States, which was
founded upon the principles of justice and
equality for all, regardless of race and
creed.”
Mrs. Eleanore C. Walton, city censor,
already had approved the film. When the
petition was presented to city officials,
they called on the censorship appeal board,
composed of M. D. Stevenson, past president of the Real Estate Board; Robert L.
Mehornay, former school board member,
and Mrs. A. P. Barry, past president of
the Kansas City Council of Parents and
Teachers. The appeal board saw the film,
and upheld Mrs. Walton in her passing
of the picture.
Said the board, “We find nothing in
the picture immoral, obscene or detrimental to the public good (namely detrimental to the community at large).”
The petitioners were headed by Herman
A. Gastreich, editor of the Kansas City
Presse, and numbered almost 100.
The American Legion strongly
ed the showing of the film.

L. Warner

states:

believe any group, instigated by a German
vice counsul, should interfere with the
right of American citizens to see ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy.’ Naturally we do not
expect every individual to agree with the
contents of our story, but we feel that no
other than the duly constituted authorities has the right to censor American

motion

bought

the Central Park, north end community theatre, from the Mieczlaw Kon czakowski interests and will operate himself. He formerly ran the Roxy, now a
unit in the Basil circuit. Konczakowski
took over the Central Park from the McGrane- Altman Corp., which now is devoted to amusement park operation.

new Crippled Children’s Guild Hospital,
and also to set up a research fund.

Application for $34,375 Is
Filed by Chemical Bank
New York — Asking $34,375 for services
as trustee of RKO
under the collateral
note indenture of the company, dated July
1, 1931, the Chemical Bank and Trust Co.
of New York has filed an application in
federal court. The bank also seeks disbursements of $4,025, the total covering a
period from January 27, 1933, to April 30,
1939.
The bank’s attorneys, Wright, Gordon,
Zachry, and Parlin, also filed a request
covering the same period and asked for
$22,500. Both parties already have received
$10,000 each on account.
The bank bases its application on a ratio
of $5,000 yearly, with the additional compensation of $13,125 represented by special services at the beginning of the receivership, at a rate of $2,500 a year.

day

York — Rates and tariffs on interstate transportation highlighted the twomeeting of the National Film Carriers, Inc., at the Park Central, which

No

Trouble

in Omaha

Brandeis. It was a typical midwestern
reception and the only comment was of
approval from the theatregoers.
BOXOFFICE

:: May

13, 1939

E

in Mexico
companies

walking out as a result of the Confederation of Mexican Workers’ continued demands for a boycott on Hollywood films
appears likely.
The call for a

boycott

arising

from

a

dispute between the confederation and
the Rodriquez circuit of Monterey is seen
as a prelude to the demands by National
Federation of Motion Picture Employes for
a new labor contract.
reported

in Boxoffice,

the

present

contract

expires in August and the indications are the union’s new terms will increase the operating overhead by more
than 50 per cent, in addition to placing a
prohibitive liability on business in the
way of indemnities.
One executive sees the present situation as an attempt to cow the American
companies so they will be more receptive
to the
talking

union’s terms when
a new contract.

it comes

to

All representatives of the American
companies in Mexico City have decided to
act as one united group since they feel it
is the only way to prevent the unions
from completely dominating the situation.
Exhibitors in Mexico City are in position akin to the middle of the fire and
frying pan. The confederation has asked
these exhibitors to refuse the product of
the companies supplying the Rodriquez
circuit and the companies have threatened
the theatre owners with law suits if they
do so.

Metro's Fifth Regional
At Chicago May 20-21
Chicago — Tire fifth of a series of six regional meetings between M-G-M
managers, bookers and checking
visors takes place at the Palmer
here
been

May
held

office
superHouse

20-21. Other meetings have
in Washington, New Orleans,

Kansas City and San Francisco. The last
24-25.
conference
takes place in New York, May

New

wound up with the re-election of James P.
Clark of Philadelphia as president and
treasurer; Thomas Gilboy of San Francisco, vice-president, and Clint Weyer, executive secretary. L. V. D. Benton of Atlanta was elected to the board of managers and the executive counsel of the
MPPDA, and exchange supervisors for the
major companies attended a luncheon on
the final day of the meetings.

pictures.”

Omaha — “Confessions of a Nazi Spy” encountered no troubles when it ran at the

New York —
A showdown
which may see the American

As
Fire of undetermined origin did about
$1,000 damage to the home of George J.
Gammel, operator of the New Ariel, Unity
and Seneca theatres . . . The local Variety
Club is arranging to endow a ward in the

National Film Carriers
Talk Rates, Tar ills

“I understand this movement was headed by Herman Gastreich, German vice consul in Kansas City, who obviously is not a
citizen of the United States. We do not

one

become

H. Inderbitzen, who quit the exhibition field about three years ago to
undersheriff of Erie County, has

support-

Charges German Official
Sought Censor Repeal
Hollywood— Jack

Byron

Force a Walkout

Buys Lot for Theatre
Cliffside, N. J. — John Avrutis has purchased a large plot on Anderson Ave., on
which he will build a theatre, with work
expected to get under way this summer.

Alan

F. Cummings, in charge of exchange operations, will preside. Others
from the home office will be Charles K.
Stern, Joel Bezahler, Parke D. Agnew,
William Brenner and Mike Simons.
Delegates
attend, are:

from

five

exchanges

set

to

Chicago — John G. Kemptgen, office
manager, Edna Frank, David Moskovitz,
Walter Bennin, Harry A. Hopkins, Arthur
O’Toole and Charles Vetrover.
Detroit — Gilbert

L. Becker,

office man-

ager, John J. Dembeck, Ambrose W. Fitzgerald and William B. Potts.
Indianapolis — Foster B. Gauker, office
manager, Donald S. McLeod, and Dewey
V. Taute.
Milwaukee — Joseph J. Imhof, office
manager, Arthur J. Sontag and William
Sorenson.
Minneapolis — Albert C. Putz, office manager, Arthur Zuelch, and George J. Deutz,

Texas Exhibitor Files
J^BOUT 300 film men helped the local
Allied unit celebrate the official
opening of its new quarters at 219 N.
Broad St. Most exchange men and a good
section of exhibitors in the area dropped
in to be greeted by Sid Samuelson and his
new assistant, Sally Fisher. Out-of-towners included H. M. Richey of the New
York RKO
office; Edward Auger, RCA;
Adolph Haas, Alexander Films, and George
Gold and Lee Newbury, Allied of New
Jersey. Allied will be holding a general
membership meeting this week at the
Broadwood.
Jack Litto is happy about the new airconditioning system at the Eureka . . . The
freak storm last week washed away all the
grass Moe Verben, Record, laboriously
planted . . . Len Hetelson, Colonial , is taking up golf; spent his first day out by
caddying! . . . Allen Lewis, Dante, drove
the wife arid kids to Baltimore, had car
trouble up arid back, still looks worn out
. . . Skip Weshner, Warner, is well again,
back on the job . . . Ted Schlanger and
Lester Krieger, Warner, off to New York
on business.
Clark Films had a good representation
at the National Film Carriers convention
in New York. From the local office went
Bill and Jim Clark, Larry Daily, Dorothy
Dennis, Oscar Neufeld, Joseph Kennedy, E.
Harding . . . Bill Madison, Studio, is ill
. . . Sam Palan, Monogram, is exhibiting
a glittering traveling bag he won for being one of the outstanding Monogram
salesmen in the country . . . Max Miller,
News, is back at his candid camera tricks.
Luke
named

Gring, Erlen, has a strange woman
Madame Zuleika at the theatre,

reading people’s minds . . . Tillie Grisbord,
UMPTO, is back at work as Mrs. Max
Solomon. She spent a hectic few days at

attracted tens of thousands of visitors . . .
All the critics carried big stories on the
train, and interviews with the brilliant
carload of film people aboard — Warren
William, Lynne Overman, Brian Donlevy,
Robert Preston, Patricia Morison, Sheila
Darcy, Judith King, Luana Walters,
George Raft and others. Exhibitors and
the press were given a special luncheon.
The

Columbia

boys

off to the Atlantic

Million dollars worth of publicity was
snared by Warner and Paramount, working hand in hand in exploiting the stopover of the ‘‘Union Pacific” ballyhoo train.
The train, consisting of two super-super
steam-electric locomotives, a lb-year-old
wood-burning engine, one of the first
American passenger coaches and a car
used by Barbara Stanwyck in the picture,
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an

injunction to restrain the distributors from holding Atlanta playdates
behind Texarkana and asking the privilege
of dating pictures without regard to an
outside influence.

30 days behind the Paramount-Richards
two houses in Texarkana.

with the show “I Married an Angel,”
playing here, will go to Hollywood when

Pat S. Russell, Dallas attorney, is representing McLendon. Reports are that other
clearance suits affecting other territories
will be filed if this suit is successful.

the run’s over to take the lead in “On
Your Toes” (Warner) . . . The Palace’s
3-hour show policy will be shifted to the
Earle this summer, because latter has
double the seating capacity.
Percy Friedman, Yeadon, made his own
films of the New York World Fair, ran
them as 12-minute reels at his theatre . . .
Al Zimbalist is going to New York with
Fred Whartnaby, 19-year-old winner of
the Stanley -Warner talent quest. The boy
will appear in a Vitaphone musical short
. . . Mollie Ellman, Monogram, is plugging
the Stenographers’ Ball at the Stephen
Girard, May 26, will sell you a ticket on
the least provocation.
Jim Flynn, Columbia, president of the
Film Exchange Employes Union, was given
a gold watch, and Lou Krause, IATSE
treasurer, a
fountain pen set at the
Union’s

dance

in the Broadwood

...

A

citizens’ group is being organized to boost
the Federal Theatre here . . . Harry Biben
arranged a swell show at the Bellevue

Fox, dancers . . . Joe Farrow, Frank Scully, Ben Hayney, William Gabriel, Ralph
Gillette, went to Washington for the
Metro regional.

distribution among its women’s clubs, in
return for free time on the air . . . Charles
Kirkel is reported planning a new theatre
in Roxborough . . . Joe Bernhard and
Harry Mayer, Warner, and Abe Sablosky
were guests of Harry Biben at the confirmation party for his son Joseph.

asking

the front rows of seats, the screen, backstage . . . Vera Zorina, lively performer

and understandable” . . . Frank McNamee,
RKO, reports the Will Rogers Drive, just
winding up, was more successful than ever
before in this area. The Boyd circuit made
the best showing.

ballyhooing Paramount’s “Cafe Society”
. . . Victoria, Harrisburg, closed, will become a five-and-ten store. Manager Jerry
Wollaston moves to the Rio . . . The Carman made a tremendous splurge of 700
free tickets — given to Station WPEN
for

Thursday in Judge Atwell’s federal court
here against the eight major distributors

The plaintiff alleges distributors have
been making pictures available for Atlanta

Stratford for the Musicians’ Relief Fund.
Among the performers he brought were
Dusolina Giannini, Met star; Ella Logan,
lent by Warner Bros., and Chaney and

had a pretty and
girl in the lobby

Dallas — B. R. McLendon, operating two
theatres in Atlanta, Tex., filed suit late

City convention — Harry Weiner, Jack
Schaeffer, Dave Korson, Bill Bethell, Lester Wurtele . . . Defective wiring caused a
disastrous fire at the Howard, damaging

the World’s Fair, wound up by describing
the Fair as “a mixture of a circus and the
Franklin Institute — only not so enjoyable

Lee Kline, Orpheum,
scantily-clad cigarette

A Clearance Suit

Birthday presents for the month are due
to Steve Copolla, Republic, on the 23rd,
and Mrs. A. M. Ellis, wife of an exhibitor
and mother of two more, on the 21th. Mr.
and Mrs. Sam Rosen, Monogram, have
their wedding anniversary on the 26th,
and

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Porter, also Monogram, mark theirs on the 30 th . . . Warner’s sixth annual Manager’s Week drive
is over; ballots now being counted. City
Zone

Manager Jack Flynn played no favorites, visited every one of the 61 theatres
in his zone to help the manager get votes
. . . Mae Desmond, old Philadelphia favorite, is opening in stock again at Newfoundland, Pa.
The five Warner neighborhood houses
that use vaudeville are discontinuing the
policy for the summer.

A. W.

Smith

jr. Wed

New York — A. W. Smith jr., former
general sales manager of United Artists,
has married Gail Klawson.

Ross Service

Transfers

Unks

Albany — Ralph R. Unks, former assistant manager of the Philadelphia office,
has succeeded Kenneth Davis as manager
of the Albany office of Ross Federal
ice. Davis served here for a year.

TON
^ILMING
restrained
is
,NTn.»r

4-L «

town

Serv-

sts Local 473
Projectioni
picketing of
further
from
f i vet _ vnn

r i 'Vi nn f va

independent house, under an injunction handed down in favor of the Rialto

Theatre Co. by Chancellor W. W. Harrington in chancery court here. The chancellor declared that there is actually no strike,
that the former projectionists were placed
in employment the day after they left the
theatre, and that evidence showed no
justification for picketing. Projectionists
walked out several months ago on charges
the management refused to negotiate a
new contract.
More

than

600 persons

were

forced

to

leave the National, Wilmington’s only Negro theatre, when fire in the projection
booth spread smoke through the building.
Damage to the machine and booth was
estimated at $600 by Manager Howard Lee.
Leon G. Turrou, former member of the
FBI and author of the screen script for
the
the
the
the

film, “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” was
guest of Manager Lewis S. Black of
Warner Thearte at a press dinner in
Hotel DuPont. Later Turrou spoke in

the YMCA and the YW and YMHA. Turrou’s visit to Wilmington was coincidental
ner.
with the opening of the film at the WarManager A. J. Belair of the New Rialto
Theatre announced enlargement of the
theatre at a cost of approximately $80,000.
The seating capacity of the theatre will be
increased from 450 to 750, he said. W. H.
Lee of Philadelphia is the architect, and
Hellinger, Inc., Philadelphia, the general
contractor .
Alexander

H. Errickson,

62-year-old

em-

ploye of Loew’s Theatre here, died suddenly at his home in Roselle recently. He is
survived by his wife and three children.
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Morros Plans Feature

A

For RKO Release
Hollywood — Boris

Morros

will produce

a full-length comedy with Stan Laurel
and Oliver Hardy for RKO this summer
under a deal worked out with George J.
Schaefer, president. The picture will be
based on a French

comedy,

“The

Avia-

tors.”
Calgary RKO
14th Schaefer
New

Branch Tops in
Drive Week

York — As

the

George

Schaefer

Drive enters its 14th week, RKO’s Calgary
branch under managership of H. F. Taylor is in the lead with Detroit in second
place and New Haven third.

To Ask Dismissal
Wilmington — Attorneys

for UA

within

the next week will file another motion to
dismiss the amended complaint filed by
Max Steuer last week on the ground the
action instituted by Samuel Goldwyn fails
to state a cause of action.

IL B

jyjRS. M. A. CARPENTER has returned
to Lake George from her annual winter stay in Florida and will open the Lake
Theatre in the Village of Lake George
about June 1. Her son-in-law, Bob
Yates, well-known entertainer, having a
job at the World’s Fair, will book for the
Lake George house from New York. Mrs.
Yates will assist her mother in operating
the 600-seat theatre. The Yates play
Florida during the fall and winter . . .
Lou Fischer has completed repairs to the
Bradley Opera House in Fort Edward . . .
The Palace in Fort Covington, near the
Canadian border, is closed, according to
reports received on Filmrow. Bill Clark
owns the theatre . . . W. E. Bird, operator of the Arlington in East Arlington,
Vt., has taken a cottage two miles from
town, for the summer months . . . Elmer
Sichel, 20th Century-Fox assistant booker,
and Bill Gaddone, Metro booker, are frequent weekenders to their respective
home towns, New York and New Rochelle
. . . George Jeffrey, Universal, showed
Filmrow one of the most striking automobiles in a long time. A Packard with
a very fancy paint job . . . Improvements
made

by George Stanton at Burt’s Theatre, Luzerne, include a new sound and
cooling system.

RICHMOND

J. M. Moody, Wytheville; Frank O’Brien,
Richmond; F. L. Steele, Roanoke, and Allen Sparrow, Richmond . . . Sam Bendheim jr., general manager of Neighborhood Theatres, is the proud daddy of a
baby girl, Kay, born May 6. Mother and
daughter are doing well.
Frances Tyler, cashier of two Petersburg theatres, was married to Ellis King
. . . Charlie Hulbert, Floyd Stawls and Bob
Egan have organized bowling teams at
their theatres and will hold elimination
matches with the winner challenging the
State team, winner of the League crown
this year . . . Frank Storino, manager of
the Lincoln, has postponed his trip to
Europe because of the war scare . . . Robert
Taylor is now doorman at the Patrick
Henry.
Campbell,

veteran

film salesman,

is

now handling “Moonlight Sonata” in this
territory . . . Mercer Stillman, Berio representative, has been installing new machines in various parts of the state, his
latest at Loew’s, Richmond; Lyric, Hampton, and Amelia, Amelia . . . Clarence MacDonald, chain operator of Columbus, Ohio,
and brother-in-law of Walter Coulter, was
in. town visiting . . . David Kamsky, advertising manager of Neighborhood Theatres, is sporting a new Plymouth . . . Walter Vincent, vice-president of Wilmer &
Vincent, was here several days.
Ben Pitts, Virginia theatre chain operator, is also president of the Fredericksburg
Broadcasting Corp., which was granted authority last week to operate a station.

BOXOFFICE

:; May

Leonard L. Rosenthal, Troy attorney-exhibitor, was the principal speaker at the
annual Brotherhood Service in the Third
Street Temple, that city . . . The Casino
in Long Lake, and the Adirondack in
Speculator, are being readied for a summer opening, according to Filmrow reports. R. P. Gallup operates the Adirondack.

Bill Barney, owner of the Grand in
Watervliet, recovered speedily from a
tonsillotomy ... A new arrival, a boy,
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Dave Willig.
Father is manager of Conery’s Theatre
in Delmar. Incidentally, Willig is of an
inventive bent. He recently perfected a
theatre sidelight for use in smaller houses.
Helen

Wisper,

secretary

to M. A. Grass-

green,

20th Century -Fox branch manager, had a birthday, marred by a bad
cold. A family party marked the event
. . . Filmrow visitors: Phil Straus, Pine
Plains exhibitor; Morris Slotnik, Oriskany
Falls and Waterville theatre operator;
Henry

^yORD
from Roanoke that Elmer Heins
has selected these brother exhibitors
to be on the convention committee of the
MPTO
of Virginia, convening there on
Monday, June 12: Hunter Perry, Charlottesville; Frank Falls, Iynchburg ; R. F.
Plank, Blacksburg: D. D. Query, Marion;

Bob

campaign for the first exhibition in this
section of “Zenobia,” Hal Roach United
Artists comedy, was undertaken at the
Lincoln in Troy.

News from genial “Mitch” Conery, of
the Conery circuit, Ravena: Dave Willig
has

succeeded Roger Marmon as manager of the Conery Theatre in Delmar, Albany suburba?i town; three changes of

bill instead of four are being made weekly at the Valley Theatre, Middleburg,
managed by D. H. Reed; the Conery in
Hensonville, Catskill Mountain village,
will open for the season about June 1.

An

extra heavy

newspaper

advertising

1938 Net lor RKO Corp .
Reported as $18,604
New

York — Irving

Trust,

as trustee

of

RKO Corp., in a federal court report,
shows the company in 1938 netted $18,604 after all ordinary charges, but before
providing for a dividend of $7 per share
on 42,543 Keith-Albee-Orpheum shares.
Estimated net for the 13 weeks ending
April 1 is $388,823 after all charges. Net
income for 1937 was $1,821,166.
RKO Radio Pictures and subsidiaries
showed a 1938 loss, after all charges, of
$1,247,554 against a corresponding loss of
$236,909 in 1937.
Pathe News, Inc., showed a 1938 net of
$97,199 against $6,011 the previous year.

Rothacker Joins Quigley
As V . P, in Hollywood
New

York — Watterson

R.

Rothacker,

prominent in the laboratory field until
1926, when his firm became a part of Consolidated Films, has been named vicepresident of Quigley Publishing Co., with
headquarters in Hollywood.
He was variously connected with the
original First National and Paramount
companies as vice-president at the studio.

Freider and Henry Grossman, proprietors of three houses in Hudson; Dayton La Pointe, operator of the Crandall in
Chatham; Mrs. H. L. Wodenberg of the
Clinton in Clinton; Phil Baroudi, of the
Happy
Indian

Hour,
Lake;

North Creek, and the Lake,
Frank Wieting of the Park,

Cobleskill; Morris Kronick
pheum, Amsterdam.

of

the

Or-

Jack Kaplan, Buffalo independent distributor, was in town . . . Grand National
branch office is distributing two new pictures, “Exile Express,” starring Anna
Sten, and “Panama Patrol,” a spy film
with a patriotic theme ... At a night
screening in the Warner Bros. Theatre
downtown office were: Moe Silver, Warner upstate zone manager; Charles Smakwitz, district manager; J. E. Curley, advertising manager; Max Friedman, zone
booker; Joe Weinstein, short subject
booker; Arthur J. Newman, Grand National manager; Bill Murray, assistant office manager-booker, and several others.
Bernard Mills, Republic franchise holder, visited New York in connection with
“Man of Conquest.” Picture shoum for the
first time in this territory at Charles Gordon’s Olympic, Utica ... Si Fabian is
making weekly trips to Albany, Wednesday usually being his day here . . . The
Star, Hudson, will close for the summer
about May 15, under plans of Frieder and
Grossman . . . The Community and the
Warren, which they also operate in that
city with Walter Reade, will remain open
. . . Vivian Sweet of the Star, Salem, and
the

Swan,

Greenwich,

called

on

the

ex-

changes after a two weeks’ bout with
pneumonia . . . Joe Engel, Universal manager, visited Kallett circuit headquarters
in Oneida and Smalley circuit offices in
Cooperstown . . . Louis Bucken of the
Amenia, Amenia, helloed along Filmrow.
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BROADWAY,
(Continued

from

page

Feeney — are moving into a brand new, airconditioned, enlarged office on the 11th
floor of 729 . . . Stanton Griffis enjoys
all the current television programs with

verse with Joe Schenck

19)

who

also was

on

include Robert Florey, Paramount director; Duke Ellington, prominent orchestra
leader, and Flora Mahieu, actress.

hand to “hello” Jimmy. “This is just a
friendly visit,” said Schenck in answer to
questions. Schenck, incidentally, is spending most of his time seeing the current
hits along Broadway. He places his ap-

A. J. Balaban, just returned from
Switzerland , plans to remain in town for
several weeks before heading for Chicago.
He says he has a lot of ideas in mind and

proval on “The Little Foxes” and “No
Time for Comedy” . . . A1 Loew’s wife is
recuperating from an operation in a
Washington, D. C., hospital. He sails next
month for South Africa alone and will be

minor

operation

... lie de France

arrivals

‘‘letting things unfold.” No production
plans are in view and he’s just taking it
easy for the time being . . . Bill Ferguson
has started his weekend trips to his summer home in Ogonquit, Me. He uses the air
lanes as well as the highways to commute
. . . David Idzal, managing director of the
Fox,

Detroit,

visited

the

National

Thea-

tres’ headquarters last week . . .A. L.
Sack, head of Sack Amusements, is in
town from the coast . . . Peter Mayer, son
of Arthur, sailed on the Queen Mary in
connection with his new association with
Herb Kline. Mervyn Freeman has been
named temporary Pathe News coast head,
succeeding Mayer.
Lep Friedman landed on the coast Friday from Honolulu and left immediately
for New York, where he is due Monday
. . . Howard Strickling preceded Louis B.
Mayer’s arrival by two days. Mayer spent
last weekend at Lexington, Ky., for the
Kentucky Derby and then went to Washington for a day . . . Carl Laemmle jr.,
spent three days in Chicago before coming to New York . . . Spencer Tracy arrives Monday on the Normandie from
Europe . . . Frank Orsatti flew in from
Hollywood over the weekend with plans to
spend ten days in town, the same as Mayer
and Strickling . . . Edward A. Golden, vicepresident of Monogram, came in from
Chicago, Monday, all by his lonesome. The
other boys flew home.
Benny Fields, just back from a vacation
at Hot Springs, opened at the State,
Thusday. He was among the theatrical
personalities at the Giants-St. Louis Cards
game at the Polo Grounds, who included
Eddie Cantor, Artie Stebbins, Marvin
Schenck, Gene Picker, Ben Joel, Leonard
Schlesinger, Jim Finey, and others . . .
Goetz is slated to return to Hollywood, May 19 . . . Ben Goetz is due back
from the coast in a week . . . Joe Vogel,
for his last 16 suits, has ruled out vests,
winter or summer . . . W. J. Shine of Ross
Federal in Cincinnati has been in town.
H. J. Henreddy of the Los Angeles office
has succeeded C. R. Corrandini at Indianapolis, the latter now in Boston and still
with Ross Federal . . . Henry Fonda is en

joined

by her

later

.

.

. After

all these

months, the Herbert Drakes (she’s Dee
Lowrance of the UA publicity department)
are anxiously awaiting the arrival of their
new sailboat, aptly christened “Wench,”
which some friends are sailing down from
Maine on her maiden voyage.
Jack Cohn’s three secretaries — Virginia
McCullough, Beatrice Lee and Dorothy

■

REVIEW

easily recognizable. A quick, warm welcome to her son and Mrs. Roosevelt was
off.
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On

the way

out, she stopped

to con-

If found, return to Max Cohen. Reward
. . . William Guyer has replaced Joe Bloom
as the Balbie-Thompson representative at
the Warner home office . . . Walter Reade
jr., is right in the thick of spring. He
spent all of Sunday inspecting the peach
and cherry
New
Jersey. blossoms

*

FLASHES

GIRL FROM
MEXICO. THE (RKO)— Slapstick
comedy which attains riotous proportions
due

to

Leon

spirited

Errol.

laughs

work

Should

of

Lupe

collar

Velez

plenty

from the gallery. Robert
duced; Leslie Goodwins directed.

and

of belly
Sisk

pro-

GRAND
JURY SECRETS
(Para)— Pretty good
entertainment is this story of two brothers,
one

a

reporter

and

the

other

an

assistant

D. A., who vie against each other for honors, with the former trying to steal the
latter's girl friend. John Howard, Porter
Hall, Gail Patrick. James Hogan directed.
HOUSE
OF FEAR,
thriller endowed

THE (Univ) — A
with all those

mysteryelements

making for a first-rate shudder-shocker. Its
attractiveness is heightened by a gentle
sprinkling

of

comedy.

Irene Hervey,
directed.

Alan

William

Dinehart.

Gargan,
Joe

May

ONLY

ANGELS

HAVE

WINGS

(Col)— Intense-

ly gripping and spectacular air adventure
feature, for which there should be no
ceiling

as

regards

its popular

appeal

and

revenue possibilities. The story is a sweeping masterpiece of action, suspense and
crisp dialogue;
Cary

Grant

and

the

large

Jean

cast, headed

Arthur,

superior, while production and direction
Howard Hawks are deft and effective.
TELL

by

is strikingly
by

NO

TALES (M-G-M) — Knockout newspaper melodrama freighted with action
suspense and weaving an exciting

story

of kidnaping

and

Melvyn

amateur

Douglas delivers
ance. Edward Chodorov
Fenton directed.

COMPLETE

an ace performproduced; Leslie

REVIEWS

pictures will appear
of BOXOFFICE.

detection.

on the above

in an early issue

at his dad’s place in

Myer Beck needed a reference in order
to become an acceptable tenant in an
apartment house. He got such a dandy
from

Russell Birdwell he’s thinking of demanding one from his landlord . . . “If
you wouldn’t miss Bear Mountain this
year,” reads the Warner Club poster, June
21 is the day of the club’s annual outing,
aboard the very good ship, Peter Stuyvesant . . . Edmund Goulding is due to leave
the coast for a Gotham vacation upon

to commence

and

Jimmy Roosevelt’s arrival on the Queen
Mary was the cause of an unexpected
flurry on the pier when his mother, Mrs.
Franklin D. Roosevelt, showed up to greet
him. Attired in a plain grey suit and
small blue chapeaux, Mrs. Roosevelt, was

office model (DuMont — adv.) receivr. . . Arthur Lee says the new theatre-size television set will be ready for
operation in the GB projection room next
week . . . Lost: One perfectly healthy voice.

completion of “The
Payne has returned

Harry

route to Europe and returns to the 20thFox lot in June . . . Jascha Heifetz was in
Detroit during the week and then went
back to Hollywood to resume film work.

his

work

Old Maid” . . . John
to the Warner studios
as the lead in “Career

Eddie Cohen, until recently with the
20 th Century-Fox foreign department, has
joined Vedis Films, French producers with
offices in the RKO Building . . . Charlie
Man.” of Howard Dietz’s staff is nursing
Cohen
the after-effects of a
highly inflated
cheek, which was the after-effect of an
operation on a
pesky tooth . . . Irene
Filiak, Warner fashion editor, is set for a
South American cruise in mid-June . . .
Larry Golob, magazine contact for Warner, is back from a business trip to Baltimore and Washmgton . . . Erich Pommer
leaves London for conferences here with
Budd Rogers on the Queen Mary, May 17.
Both men will attend the Paramount sales
convention in Los Angeles.
John W. Hicks jr. will make his belated coast trip with the Paramount convention delegates next month ... Joe
Rosthal of M-G-M’s foreign department is
mourning the loss of his mother . . . Leah
Peterson has returned from a week’s vacation in Toronto, her home town. The
young

woman is cashier at the local Paramount exchange and drove back in 15
hours, which is good driving . . . Sam

Rinzler now opens his speeches with “My
friends” instead of “Ladies and gentlemen” just to be on the safe side . . .
Those flowers you see gracing the window
sill of Len Cohen come direct from
Nicholas M. Schenck’s garden in Great
Neck . . . Joe Seidelman’s boy, Robert, was
Bar Mitzvahed, May 6, at Temple Israel in
New Rochelle . . . Alec Moss is reducing
with a venegance and visiting the gym
suite regularly these days . . . Cliff Lewis
accompanied Evelyn Venable to the coast
via the air lanes.
Hattie

Helborn

has

been

practicing

up

on her golf now that spring is here on a
belated visit . . . Max Fogel and William
Tishkoff of the Allied Rochester unit have
been in town visiting E. Thornton Kelly
for a couple of days.
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NEWS

(Hollywood

SAG
Screen

moved

to

Question
Actors

curb

Guild

"the

board

has

ordering a
players on

the question “Shall the Extras Remain
in the Guild?" The Guild board expresses confidence the group will remain in the fold. The ballots are return17

’B" council

also

are

to select

members.

Studio employment, from Thespic to
technical, is slated for an upswing in at
least three studios during the next few
months, with Metro, RKO
Radio and
Paramount all announcing concentrated
production drives. Metro’s schedule will
give regular employment to more than
5,000 workers in every department, and

Tentative

Work

A harmonious

various departments at Paramount are being made.
Just prior to his departure for New
York, President George Schaefer of RKO
signed Gene Towne to head an independent production unit which will deliver four features to the company yearly.

The unit will be known as “The Play’s
the Thing” Company. Towne, now in
Manhattan perfecting the deal, returns
May 15 to begin preparations for his first
production, as yet unannounced. All will
category.

Graham

Baker, Towne’s collaborator in scores of
screen stories, will continue the association, having been named vice-president,
while Henry Herzbrun is secretary.
Paramount did not exercise its option
on Barbara Stanwyck, signed on a onepicture deal, and has lopped Grade Allen, Moppet Billy Lee and William Haade
from its contract list.
Frank DeMond, head of the Republic
sound effects department for the past five
years, has resigned. No successor has
been appointed as yet. Also leaving the
lot is Max Terhune.
13, 1939

footing

on at least one

of

sent to SDG and producer representatives for signatures. Pact is for nine
years, providing for the formation of a
separate group, the Unit Managers Guild,
and calling for an immediate 80 per cent
Guild shop for both units. The agreement
specifies the amount of time a director
may have to prepare for a picture and
provides he shall be consulted concerning
the cutting of each feature. An arbitration and conciliation committee will be
established, and minimum wages for first
and second assistant directors and unit
managers has been set.
Commenting on the “fairness, good
judgment and spirit of all parties represented,” Joseph Schenck, president of the
producers association, declared the con-

A new
cerned.”

May

Reach

Agreement

Hollywood’s many labor battlegrounds has
been reached with the announcement that
committees representing the producers and
the Screen Directors Guild have approved
a tentative basic working agreement, which

its art staff in preparation for a heavy
summer schedule, and similar increases in

::

Manager)

and Directors

handling

BOXOFFICE

Western

Producers

90 per cent of the roster of stars and featured players will be before the cameras.
RKO Radio has added a score of artists to

be in the high-budget

Spear,

has been

Employment Upswing
In Studios Ahead

Radio

Blvd; Ivan

CENTER

self-appointed

Saviours of the extras" by
mail vote of 6.000 Class B

able May 19. Extras

PRODUCTION

THE

Office — Suite 219 at 6404 Hollywood

Extras to Vote on
The

OF

VIEWS

AND

H

tract was “a demonstration
of labor

of enlightened

problems

by

all "con-

SAG

tossed out, the SAG has already placed ballots in the mail for a new election

to fill 17 vacancies on the Class B council. They are to be marked and returned
by May 19. The extras’ original complaint
was dismissed in Superior Court, and a
temporary injunction restraining the SAG
from ordering a new election was dissolved.
First balloting was declared illegal on the
grounds less than 20 per cent of the Class
B membership participated. Committees
representing the SAG
and the Artists
Managers Guild met to discuss changes
in various

clauses in the proposed agentlicensing agreement, the revised program
then to be considered by the SAG board
at its regular meeting May 15.
The Screen Writers Guild is marking
time awaiting word from the National Labor Relations Board as to when a new
hearing on its charges against the producers may be set. A word battle between
the producers and the SWG was launched
over the recent blowup of negotiations for
a working pact as attorneys for the producers addressed a letter to the SWG
denying

that

the

producers

had

rejected

trial in the fight between the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage
Employes and its Local 37 for control of
that studio union is scheduled for May 22

the Guild’s minimum demands and charging the Guild committee did not act in
good faith in vetoing the drafted pact.
Charles Brackett, SWG
president, replied

in Superior

with a hint that the producers were dodging the true facts.
Meantime the Screen Playwrights, Inc.,

covering
members.

Court. I A international representatives have posted a $30,000 bond
collection of dues from Local 37

Jeff Kibre, one of the local’s ousted officers, who was arrested on a charge of
criminal syndicalism, was released when
District Attorney Buron Fitts refused to
issue a complaint. A short time earlier
Kibre had planted a bombshell in the IALocal 37 setup by offering to resign his
office providing the IA immediately return autonomy to the local. His offer
went begging, however.
Joseph Carpenter, ousted president of
the local, went on record with the declaration that Kibre ’s arrest was a “frameup”
and reiterated the intention of himself
and his associates to carry their fight for
control of the local through to the last
ditch.
Although the three plaintiff extras are
allowed until May 15 to file an amended
complaint to test the validity of the junior
council election last April 16, which the

present

holder

of a

producer

contract,

is

being flooded with protests over allocation of screen credits, settlement of which
are
being handled
committee.

by the SP’s arbitration

Formation of a film trades council to
coordinate the various industry crafts
which

are affiliates of the American Federation of Labor is being planned by representatives of the teamsters, carpenters,

machinists, laborers, technicians, plasterers and painters. Studio managers and
producer-labor contacts are discussing demands of the Screen Publicists Guild for
a working agreement. A new contract
between Screen Set Designers and producers is in the hands of attorneys for
their final approval. Having ratified their
basic pact with the producers, the Society
of Motion Picture Film Editors met to set
May 18 as the date for its annual
of officers.

election
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Anti-Nazi League May
Enter Rosson Case
It is likely the Hollywood Anti-Nazi
League will officially interest itself in the
case

of Richard Rosson, M-G-M cameraman, and his wife, arrested and detained
near Graz, Austria, by German authorities
on a charge of photographing in a district
not covered by his official permits.
The

League

is expected

to step in pro-

vided activities on behalf of the Rossons’
immediate release fail to accomplish the
desired results before the end of the week.
Such activities have been initiated by
Winfield Sheehan, Metro producer for
whose film Rosson was photographing
backgrounds in the Austrian territory,

The Smiths in Hollywood —
During a short trip to Southern California, former Governor Al Smith of
New York and Mrs. Smith were the guests of Harry M. Warner at luncheon
at the Warner studio in Burbank. Here the camera catches the famous
public figure and his wife chatting with Warner.

Sheehan having contacted state department officials in Washington and the
German consulate here.
If Rosson’s release, and that of his wife,
is not forthcoming, the League will call a
meeting of its executive board, according
to Sonya Dahl, HANL executive secretary,
and pressure will be brought to bear
through various consular departments in
the nation’s capital, with which the
League has strong contacts. The directorate will also, she declared, make a strong
appeal to the German consulate here.
Sheehan,

who

sent Rosson

to Austria

to

shoot

scenes of the Spanish Riding Academy in Vienna, issued a statement declaring Rosson had obtained recommendations to the German authorities that he
be permitted to make the various scenes
desired.
“The

assistance of the German government officials for the eight weeks Rosson has been working there has been most

cordial, cooperative and helpful,” Sheehan
said, “and I feel certain that this mistake
will be cleared up within the next few
days.”
Other activities of Hollywood’s various
progressive organizations has been of a
more routine nature. The Hollywood
Committee of 56 has delivered a first installment— comprising

some

2,000,000

sig-

natures— of its Declaration of Economic
Independence from Nazi Germany to
Congress, a delegation from the New York
committee acting as messengers. The
Committee will continue its drive
tain at least 20,000,000 signatures
declaration.
The

HANL

held

its third

to obto the

lecture

in a

series as a part of its spring membership
drive, with Dr. Norman Byrne speaking
on “The Battle Lines Are Drawn.” Sixth
lecture in the Associated Film Audiences’
series found Alice Ingi’aham, John Howard Lawson and Viola Brothers Shore participating in a round-table discussion of
"The Screen’s Interpretation of Controversial Subjects.” All progressive groups
turned out for a mass meeting at the
Shrine Auditorium at which Julio Alvarez
Del Vayo,
Spain, was

foreign minister of
the featured speaker.

Loyalist

Hollywood Now, official HANL publication, carried a strongly-worded recommendation of the current Warner release,
“Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” citing the
production as a “courageous step” on the
part of Harry and Jack Warner and Hal
Wallis.

Two Anti-Dictator
Films Are Added
Acquisition

of a pair of important

story

properties in the down-with-the-dictators
vein by two studios highlights the latest
developments in the industry’s unofficial,
but nonetheless significant, campaign to
instill patriotism and democratic
ments into its 1939-40 lineup.

preach-

Metro purchased “The Heroes” from
Erich Maria Remarque, novelist exiled
from Germany because of his authorship
of “All Quiet on the Western Front,” “The
Road Back” and other postwar stories. His
new book concerns the plight of political
refugees who are forced to flee their native lands without passports. Spencer
Tracy, Margaret Sullavan and Robert
lor have been set for the leads.

Tay-

Simultaneously 20th Century-Fox added
“I Married a Nazi” to its files. This was
written as a magazine serial by Oscar
Schisgall and will emerge shortly in book
form under the title “Swastika.”
Second vehicle in the Warner

lineup,

“Boycott,” has been tabbed to go before
the cameras June 5 with Alan Hale and
Lya Lys in the leads. The story deals
with the activities of the German-American bunds, and follows “Confessions of a
Nazi Spy,” now in release, on the Warner
program.
" Cavalcade

"

in

Color

“Hollywood Cavalcade,” 20th CenturyFox’s $2,000,000 extravaganza, will be
filmed in Technicolor, studio executives
have decided. Mack Sennett and Harry
Joe Brown

Convention

Interlude —

Grouped at the Monogram sales meeting in Chicago are Scott R. Dunlap,
vice-president in charge of Monogram production; John Balaban of the
Balaban & Katz circuit; W. Ray Johnston, president of Monogram; Morris
Leonard, president of the MPTO
of Illinois, and Ed Kuykendall, president
of Motion Picture Theatre Owners of America.

24

will co-produce.

To Remake
" Valiant
"
Century-Fox
has assigned

Twentieth

Sol

Wurtzel’s production unit to remake “The
Valiant,” made by the old Fox company
in 1929 with Paul Muni as the star.
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lipevEPORTS

from

RKO

Radio

that

\m Berman,
Jane Loring,
assistant to Pandro S.
is to be made an asso-

of perfumes has been secured by M-G-M
from local wholesalers for use in the per“The
Just fume
to department
make surein the
film Women.”
smells sweeter.

ciate producer, again poses the question
as to why more women do not attain high
production or executive niches in the industry and, further, why those few women
who have done so have failed to stay at
the top. As screen writers they rank with
the best; and in law, medicine, education
and the business world the feminine sex

So

long

made

a

stepped over from Fanchon-Marco to become an associate producer at Paramount;
she made but two pictures before retiring.
Dorothy Reid, widow of Matinee-Idol Wallace Reid, enjoyed a brief flurry as a
Monogram producer, but has now dropped
from sight. Dorothy Arzner, the only
feminine director — and at one time ranking at the top — has not wielded a megaphone for several years.
Perhaps the brains of the industry are
overlooking a bet. It is entirely possible
that the application of keen feminine
minds to production might tap a new
reservoir of entertainment, applying that
fresh outlook to motion picture-making
which many opine is so badly needed.
Miss Loring, for example, seems, from
her experience, fully as qualified as many
men now carried on studio payrolls as
associate producers. She has been with
RKO

Radio for eight years or more, working her way up to a film-editing berth be-

fore moving over to Berman’s office, and
for whom she handles many of the myriad
details which are so essential to the manufacture of celluloid entertainment.

The

Motion

Picture

Relief Fund

might

ten — count ’em — ten previews, Hollywood’s
correspondents had to put their filling
stations on the cuff for an extra tankfull
of gas in order to get around and view a
wide assortment of entertainment — real
and alleged.
Of the decade, 20th Century-Fox’s “Rose
of Washington Square” was universally
conceded to be the best offering. A worthy
successor

to the mortgage-lifting “Alexander’s Ragtime Band,” it should fare
equally well at the theatre turnstiles, possessing much the same general entertainment ingredients and theme. Alice Faye
and Tyrone Power are cast in the top
spots and

can be credited with characteristically splendid performances, but it is
A1 Jolson, in a triumphant screen return,
who garners the lion’s share of plaudits
through a sincere, wisely-modulated portrayal which demonstrates that he still is
master of the grand showmanship which
BOXOFFICE.
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concluded

a

change

in the

choice

for the

position

Dickson, erstwhile praiser
cellence for Walt Disney. A review

son's accomplishments in the

than

par exof Dick-

motion

picture

publicity field — both in New York and Hollywood— must develop the conclusion that he

easily raise some badly-needed dollars by
conducting a sweepstakes on the moot
question as to who will get the direction
and writing credits on Selznick’s “Gone
With the Wind.” According to present indications there will be as many entries as
in the Kentucky Derby.

Akim

Tamiroff

operations

at

a

has

witnessed

local

hospital

six

in

major

the

past

two weeks. He's learning technicalities
surgery for a forthcoming role.
He
easily
by

might

have

familiarized

’with the finer points

himself

of major

of

song

numbers

Biggest

beating

qualified

paralleling

to do

the

a

job of drum

standardly

high

cali-

bre of Goldwyn product. Incidentally, another recent appointee in public relations
circles

from

whom

ance may be
who

a

workmanlike

expected

perform-

is Charles

Leonard,

formerly headed the United Artists advertising department in Hollywood and who

is now functioning as producer-homeoffice
representative for Herbert Wilcox and the
Max
RKO

Gordon-Harry Goetz production units at
Radio. He will handle advertising and

by these

in

connection

with

pictures

made

organizations.

surgery

in "Ice Follies."

Hollywood’s
week :

is splendidly

publicity

just as

haunting Hollywood's cutting rooms. Remember Joan Crawford's widely-publicized

Headache

of

the

Significantly illustrative of the cumulative boxoffice potentialities of the better
family series pictures are the following
figures on M-G-M’s

“Hardy”

features;

payable

On completion of first week’s run in
six key spots “The Hardys Ride High”
grossed a total of $74,088; “Love Finds
Andy Hardy” in same spots grossed $63,604, and “Out West With the Hardys,”

payments which originated in 1932. Fairbanks kicked in when the supreme court

$69,574.
Public

ruled the government had erroneously refunded some $72,000 to the former actor.

chapter which dealt with Andy’s tender
passion the outstanding best of the three,
in fact the best of the series to date. Yet
its two successors are bidding to outgross

Douglas

Fairbanks

sr., wrote

a

check

to the U. S. internal revenue department in the amount of $103,730.65,
thus settling a dispute over his income tax

Leo’s praisery

reports

that $5,000 worth

A Diversified
What with cocktail soirees for visiting
English producers and stars and United
Artists conventioneers and no less than

better

Gregory

has consistently proven it is fully as capable as are the men. However, the roster
of women producers, directors or executives of motion pictures is woefully slim,
and none of the few names thereon is currently in action. Witness Fanchon, who

as he

top spot of his publicity department was
indicated. Sam
Goldwyn
could not have

him a lasting favorite. The screenplay, apparently inspired by the lives of
Fanny Brice and Nicky Arnstein, is a credit to Nunnally Johnson, who based it on
a story by John Larkin and Jerry Horwin. Johnson also shares staff honoi'S as
associate producer with Gregory Ratoff,
directed.

The

picture, with

its garn-

ishment of song hits of the early ’20’s, will
exert a delightfully nostalgic tug on the
heart strings of that generation which has
turned gray at the temples, those boys
and girls whose heels hit hard on the
pavements of early prohibition days; and
will, at the same time, have a powerful
appeal to the youngsters.
*

*

that picture

critical consensus

and

on

an

voted

ascending

the

curve.

Decade

made

who

and

*

ed a warm and moving canvas in “Invitation to Happiness,” so excellently blending
a tender love story, action, humor and
human interest that it is hard to conceive
of any

type of audience not finding something in the picture to its liking. Fred
MacMurray turns in what is probably his
best screen performance in a flawless
characterization as an ill-educated, lowbrow boxer who aspires to the championship and who, along the way, marries the
blue-blooded Irene Dunne. The screenplay, witty and sentimental by turns, is
from the nimble brain of Claude Binyon,
using an original
framework.
Not

as subtly

by Mark

handled,

Jerome

as its

but equally

cer-

Among the runners-up, three in number, a pair were contributed by Para-

tain of its share of patronage, “Some Like
It Hot” is a timely bit of showmanship

mount, “Invitation to Happiness,” winner
of second honors, and “Some Like It Hot,”
while the third was Hal Roach’s “Captain
Fury,” produced for United Artists release.

designed to intrigue the nation’s swing
fans. To assure such acceptance. Producer William Thomas gained the services

Producer-Director

Wesley

Ruggles

paint-

of one of the country’s leading hot-lick
artists, Gene Krupa, and his orchestra, the
(Continued on page 29)

Conventioneers
News

at UA

Hear

plification. Ernst Lubitsch will move over
to UA
after doing two pictures for
M-G-M.
Sol Lesser will be associated
with Lubitsch. David Loew, heading another new UA unit, drew praise from the
UA chieftain for his production integrity
and reputation.

Good

Sales Meet

Believes
Naming

of two new vice-presidents; assurance by Murray Silverstone, chief executive in charge of world-wide operations,

that no further changes in the company’s
executive and distribution personnel are
contemplated; announcement of a $3,000,000 advertising appropriation for the 193940 season, and amplification of the product lineup as published in Boxoffice last
week, highlighted the 20th anniversary
sales convention of United Artists.
Appointed to vice-presidencies were
Harry Gold, eastern general sales manager, and L. J. (Jack) Schlaifer, western
general sales chief. Both will continue in
charge

of their respective distribution territories as well as being elevated to the
executive status.

higher

In his opening address to the convention, Silverstone went to some length to
quash rumors regarding possible further
changes, assuring the delegates that no
one is going to be brought into the organization and stressing the fact that his
contract provides he has sole word as to
the distribution and sales setups of the
corporation.
Farnol, advertising-publicity director, amplified the announcement concerning a $3,000,000 advertising budget by
declaring the record allotment will be
expended on individual campaigns for the
pictures to be distributed by UA during
the coming year, each to receive an outlay of from $60,000 to $100,000. On certain selected pictures, Farnol explained,
extended use of national weekly magazines in addition to newspapers and the
trade publications will be made. Among
the pictures to be so treated are Alexan-

picture contemplated. Charles Chaplin
could not appear, but was represented by
A1 Reeves, who spoke briefly on Chaplin’s
plans for filming “The Dictators.”
In his welcoming address, Silverstone
sketched UA’s history from the time the
organization was conceived by four people 20 years ago, declaring that then, as
now, the company was predicated on the
idea that each producer can work out his
own destiny from the time his picture is
conceived until the last dollar in revenue
has been collected therefrom. He reviewed the corporate structure of UA, explaining in detail the functioning of the
company’s producers’ fund. Silverstone
paid tribute to the sales organization for
its record during the season now drawing
to a close and predicted a happy future for
the company.
He gave assurance that UA’s policy “will
continue to provide for the distribution of
the best pictures from all parts of the
world,” in addition to those made by the
American producers, declaring that while
most foreign product will continue to
come

Lynn

der Korda’s “Four Feathers,” Walter
Wanger’s “Winter Carnival,” and two
David O. Selznick productions, “Intermezzo” and “Rebecca.” The MPPDA
already is cooperating in a nationwide campaign to draw organized support to “Music
School,” a Samuel Goldwyn production.
Eleven Producers Report
The major share of the convention time
was

devoted to amplification of the production program, with UA producers or
their representatives appearing on the rostrum to give full details concerning each

Final Columbia Meet
Will Open May 20
Los

Angeles- — The

third and

last of Co-

Abe Montague, general sales manager,
will preside at the meeting here. Also
from the home office will be Rube Jackter
and D. E. Pratt, with Jerome Safron,
division manager,
sonnel of six exchanges.

leading

tures will be distributed “if considered up
to UA’s standards.”
Silverstone outlined the status of the
contracts now held by UA with its 11
producers. He declared that although
Mary Pickford has no present plans for
production, her contract is in effect until
1945, and provides that any pictures she
may make must be released through UA.
He said Chaplin, Douglas Fairbanks and
Samuel Goldwyn have similar agreements,
in which connection Silverstone stated
that Fairbanks definitely will make a picture for the coming season. He explained
that UA’s pact with David O. Selznick is
for a short term, which he considers regrettable, as he paid tribute to the chief
of the Selznick International organization
for the consistently high quality of his
pictures. Salesmen were told, in this connection, that Selznick’s future destiny as
a UA producer is in their hands.
Walter Wanger, Hal Roach and Edward
Small will all continue as UA producers
until 1945, Silverstone continued in amThese

will be present:

Denver — R. C. Hill, Denver-Salt Lake
City supervisor; B. M. Shooker and S.
Dare.
Los

lumbia’s regional sales meetings opens at
the Ambassador Hotel here May 20 for
three days. Previous sessions were held
in Atlantic City and Chicago.

western

from Alexander Korda, other English, as well as French and Spanish, pic-

the per-

Angeles — W. C. Ball, branch manager; H. W. Wineberg, S. Fisher, H. M.
Lentz and M. L. Meyer.
Portland — J. R. Beale, branch manager;
C. E. Tillman, W. J. Withers and L. Metzelaar.
Salt Lake City — W. G. Seib, branch
manager; K. Lloyd, H. Green, L. E. Kennedy and W. Sterzer.
San Francisco — L. E. Tillman, branch
manager; C. Scott, P. Weinstein,
erts and M. Klein.

E. Rob-

Seattle — L. N. Walton, branch manager;
R. A. Ackles, W. G. Beckwith and W.
Kostenbader.

He

detailed reasons

Bill Wrong

why

UA

could not be-

come a party or observe the exhibitor-distributor trade-practice agreement.
A $25,000,000 figure was Silverstone’s
estimate of the amount to be spent on
the approximately 32 pictures to be made
by UA’s 11 producers for 1939-40 distribution. Since the date of the inception of
UA, he said, more than $400,000,000 worth
of pictures

have been delivered to the organization by various producers without
cent of guarantee, which situation he

one

cited as a striking example of producers’
confidence in the distributing company.
Having attained 100 per cent records in
selling during the current season, 15 UA
salesmen were presented bonus checks of
$250 each, plus an emblematic button.
Jack Schlaifer made the presentation to
the following:
James Hendel, Cleveland, and Earl Collins, Denver, leaders in the eastern and
western territories, respectively; Harry
Rees, Pittsburgh; F. M. Higgins, Seattle;
Mark Silver, Washington; Nat Nathanson,
Chicago; E. V. Donnelly, Indianapolis; A.
H. Klepper, Seattle; F. P. Murphy, New
Orleans; E. A. Ashkins and Ray Wylie,
St. Louis; Richard Harrity, Washington;
Guy Gunderson, Los Angeles; J. H. Nash,
Pittsburgh, and Morton
delphia. Collins has been
of the Denver branch.

Magill, Philamade manager

High

spots in the social side of the convention were the lawn and cocktail party
given at Pickfair by Mary Pickford, and
attended by producers, stars, directors and
others as well as the conventioneers; a
dinner-dance at Earl Carroll’s theatrerestaurant Tuesday night and a farewell
cocktail party given Wednesday night by
the Selznick International organization.
Gold

and Schlaifer, the new vice-presidents, were honored by the sales force at
a special luncheon in observance of their
promotions. Most of the out-of-town visitors trained out Wednesday night for
San Francisco, to visit the World’s Fair
there as guests of the company, en route
back to their respective territories.

Wellman

Unit Moves

The William A. Wellman
unit has moved into new

production
and more

spacious quarters at Paramount, inheriting the suite vacated by Wesley Ruggles.
Wellman’s
Light

26

Neely

Commenting on the industry generally,
Silverstone voiced the opinion that the
Neely bill is a step on the wrong track
toward solving its problems. The elimination of poor pictures, he stated, would
automatically remove the need for legislation of this type, as it would the evil of
dual-billing. Television, according to the
UA chieftain, will not harm motion pictures if the industry properly arms itself
through the making of better pictures and
through the elimination of double bills.

That

next

production

will be

“The

Failed.”
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'Our America' Reportedly
Will Absorb Will Hays
With

local

will

Walter

probably spend a majority of his time
working with Cecil B. DeMille on plans

endowed

to rush
patriotic

officials declaring

he

More Scenarios
Dartmouth

completion of “Our America,”
film which will represent the

motion picture industry at both "World’s
Pairs, Will Hays, chief of the Ass’n of
Motion Picture Producers, has arrived for
a stay of from ten days to two weeks.
Hays is not expected to call any official
producer

meetings but will go
ference with studio attorneys

into conregarding

the U. S. government’s monopoly
sociation attaches here said.

American family. During DeMille’s absence in the east, work has been carried
on under the direction of Herb Moulton,
with Jeanie Macpherson and Jesse Lasky
jr. at work on the script.
Pat Casey, Hays office labor contact, is
expected in from New York before Hays
returns east. On Casey’s arrival, a date
will be set for the annual producer-labor
basic working agreement parleys which are
now

long overdue, and out of which parleys students of the scene predict will
come the first moves toward an all-in-

RKO

sholt will be

deal

whereby

featured

in

Jean

Her-

three

“Dr.

Christian” pictures annually for RKO
Radio release have just been announced
by the studio. Based on the radio plays
in which Hersholt has been appearing for
the past two years, the series will be produced by William Stephens, president of
the Stephens-Lang Corp., which
tablished headquarters at the

has esGeneral

Service studios. First film will be “Meet
Dr. Christian,” rolling June 15 for release October 1.
Officers of Stephens-Lang, besides
Stephens, include Howard Lang, vicepresident and treasurer, and Henry Herzbrun, secretary.

Sound Directors Compare
Quality oi Recording
Major

studio

sound

directors

and

their

assistants met at Universal for their regular monthly discussion of current studio
sound recording progress, and listened to
comparative runnings of product made in
each studio during the past few weeks.
They were guests of Bernard Brown, chief
of sound at Universal.

McCrea
Warner
Samuel

to Warner

has borrowed

Goldwyn

Joel McCrea

to portray

from

the title role

in “Career Man,” which rolls June 1. Ann
Sheridan is set for the feminine lead and
Lloyd Bacon will direct.
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and

two

years

ago

Thalberg

Memorial

a

in screen

course

at Dartmouth college, has forwarded 128 scenarios, contributed by

versity.
every studio

in Hollywood,

to the

uni-

Field

With

a major release now being negotiated, J. D. Trop, former vice-president
of Harry Sherman Productions, has announced plans to re-enter film-making activity with a program of outdoor pictures
featuring animals and people. As his first,
he has acquired the rights to “Adventure
in Taku,” filmed in Alaska with a native
cast, from Norman Dawn, and will supervise its editing and scoring. Trop plans

Production Huddles

to produce four pictures yearly, including
“Lostling,” from an original story of his
own. No studio or office space has been
acquired.
Swinging

Occupy Visitors

into

action

after

several

months of preparations, Cathedral Pictures slated a May 12 starting date for
Conferences regarding Selznick International’s production plans for the immediate future are expected to occupy the

“The Great Commandment,” first of a
projected group of pictures illustrating the
Biblical influence on modern youth. John

attention of John Hay Whitney, chairman of the S-I board of directors, upon

Beal has been signed for the lead and Irving Pichel directs. Cathedral is headed
by the Rev. James K. Friedrich of the
Beverly Hills Episcopal Church and Jack

his arrival here from New York. Next S-I
feature to hit the cameras, about June 1,
is “Intermezzo,” preparations for which
will be given a once-over by Whitney in
huddles with David O. Selznick. He will
remain for only a week.
Also due in from a trip to London and
Paris, where he aided in handling the

After concluding several important production deals and straightening out the

In 3 Films Annually
of the

library

who

openings of “Wuthering Heights,” is James
Roosevelt, vice-president of Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., Ltd. He went abroad several
weeks ago.

week.

to Feature Hersholt

Details

the Irving

The Production

suit, as-

“Our America” was launched under DeMille’s guidance and contains highlights
of many historical films made in Hollywood, all woven into the story of one

dustry five-day working

screen
writing

Wunger,

J. D. Trop Will Re-Enter

to

1939-40 product lineup with Pandro Berman, studio production head, President

Coyle, formei’ly connected with Republic.
The unit is headquartering at Selznick
International.
Sam

Katzman will start “Kid Racketeers,” first of a series of action melodramas starring Jimmy Dunn, May 15.
Films are for state-right release, based on
stories by Peter B. Kyne.
Boris Morros has set a deal with George
J. Schaefer,
whereby

president

that company

of

RKO

Radio,

will release the ini-

tial Morros production, “The Aviators,”
co-starring Laurel and Hardy. The film
goes before the cameras July
make of a French comedy.

J. Schaefer of RKO
Radio returned to his New York headquarters. He
was accompanied east by Ben Cammack,
general sales manager for Latin America,
who checked in at the studio after a tour
through the far east and South Africa for

Normal

a day or two of conferences
ing for New York.

with

1 as a re-

George

before

head-

Herbert Yates, Republic’s head man, and
Sol Siegel, associate producer on the lot,
have returned from the company’s regional
sales convention in San Francisco. Yates
remains here for some time yet smoothing
out details of Republic’s 1939-40 production plans and other matters pertaining to
studio operations.
Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount vicepresident, trained to Galveston to attend
the Interstate Circuit’s annual convention.
He is being entertained there by Robert J.
O’Donnell and Karl Hoblitzelle, partners
with Paramount in theatre operations in
Texas.
Howard Strickling, chief of Metro’s
studio publicity department, has gone to
New York to confer with Howard Dietz
regarding the company’s new product. He
joins Louis B. Mayer, studio production
pilot, there, Mayer having left last week
and stopping off at the Kentucky Derby
en route. Bringing studio conferences pertaining to production plans for its British
unit to a close, Ben Goetz, in charge of
Metro’s British operations, has trained out
for New York and London. He will be followed shortly by Victor Saville, producer
in the Goetz unit.

Speed Manifested

Studio is Production
ByProduction
maintaining normal
37 before

augmented by
starting line.
Columbia
“Prison

has

the cameras
11

new

seven

and

vehicles
in work,

speed,
set to be
on

the

including

Surgeon,” a new starter. Monogram, having just completed a pair, is

idle. Metro gunned “Blacktemporarily
mail” to total five. Paramount gave the
nod to “The Double-Dyed Deceiver” and
“Are Husbands Necessary?” giving it a
nine-picture deal.
RKO Radio lists “The Spellbinder” and
“Timber Stampede” as new starts, registering five in production. Republic
gunned “Oklahoma Outlaw,” raising its
pace to three. Twentieth Century-Fox
shoved off with “The Chicken Wagon
Family” and “Harmony at Home,” the
total lineup standing at five. Universal
rolled “The Underpup” and “Bright Victory,” raising its total to four features and
a serial. United Artists lists three, none
new starts. Warner turned its cameras on
“Elizabeth and Essex,” new title for “The
Knight and the Lady,” making five in
production.

Victor

Young

will do the musical

“Geronimo''

Scoring“Geronimo,”
for Paramount’s
Foster starrer.

score

the Preston
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<?Lmemo.
James Dunne has returned from Palm
Springs, where he spent two weeks, to begin work in a forthcoming motion picture.
*

Al Alleborn, Warner unit manager, left
for New York on his first vacation in five
years . . . Ned Holmes, Warner exploiteer,
headed for San Francisco to handle the
“Confessions

of a Nazi
★

tki

Fred MacMurray has returned from a
fishing trip in Northern California . . .
Sidney Howard, the scenarist-playwright,
has gone back to New York after a writing job at Selznick International . . . Leon
Schlesinger's employes draw a four-day
holiday over the Memorial Day weekend
as a reward for pushing production o?i his
cartoons . . . Johnny Mack Brown is vacationing in Bakersfield for a few days.

Spy ” opening.

A. Edward Sutherland to El Paso on
business . . . Mrs. Hal Roach left for New
York to bring her daughter, Margaret,
back to the film capital . . . Warner
hosted 180 officers of the U. S. Coast
Artillery at a studio screening of “Confessions of a Nazi Spy.” Crane Wilbur, contract director, addressed the gathering.
*

Harry M. Warner, Crane Wilbur, John
Litel and Claude Rains will go to Chicago,
May 21, to attend a $10 -a-plate dinner to
raise funds to erect a memorial to Haym
Salomon, Revolutionary patriot. Rains
will make a personal appearance at the
world premiere there of “Sons of Liberty,”
Warner featurette based on Salomon’s life
■ . . Bob Burns is now a yachtsman, having acquired a fishing boat down at Balboa . . . Monte Blue will be guest of honor
at a dinner to be given by the Will Rogers Memorial Highway Ass’n at Santa
Monica. He is national president of the
organization.
★

*

Harry Cohn, unit manager for the Pete
Smith short subjects unit at Metro, has
planed to New York on business . . . Frank
Morgan has gone east to attend the
World’s Fair . . . Director Sidney Lanfield
plans a two-week vacation at Prescott,
Ariz., when his current 20 th Century-Fox
assignment is completed.
Mai St. Clair plans to leave for Honolulu within a few days, upon completion
of his current 20th Century-Fox directorial assignment. His wife will accompany him.

Harold Lloyd Takes Space
On the RKO Radio Lot
Harold Lloyd has taken production
space on the RKO Radio lot, continuing to
retain space at General Service studio for
the Harold Lloyd Corp. Lloyd will make
at least one comedy for RKO Radio on
the 1939-40 slate.

Doing

to write

28

"Beau

Geste"

has assigned

Music

Alfred Newman

the score for “Beau

Geste.”

Langdon,

Oliver Hardy

and

Jean

Hal Roach’s “Zenobia.” Publicist Jules
Seltzer accompanied them.
Currently in Detroit on a p. a. is Nancy

editor of MacLean’s magazine, Canada,
and Mrs. Moore were the guests of Norman Reilly Raine on the Warner lot . . .
Mr. and Mrs. J. Carrol Naish have left

Duncan, are set for a week
York, beginning June 1.

for Vancouver on a month’s vacation.
They plan to drive through the Canadian
Rockies to Banff and Lake Louise.
★

Glenda

Farrell

and

Marsha

trained out to join the “Union
special in which Cecil B. DeMille

Hu?it

Pacific”
is tour-

ing the east . . . Paramount’s studio club
met to plaji production of a full-length
feature picture, of which Ted Palmer will
be in charge . . . IATSE Local 37, planned
a “jamboree” for May 12, with Frank Tuttle directing, and proceeds going into the
local's autonomy

defense

Anna

May

Wong

has

at Loew’s, New

sailed for a two-

month tour of Australia, while Tex Ritter’s
p. a. jaunt has been postponed until July,
his next Monogram western having been
moved up to a May 15 starting date.
Ray Corrigan,
after five weeks

Republic, has checked in
of Florida, Alabama and

Louisiana;

Payne,

John

back

on the War-

ner lot after p. a.’s in Cleveland, Richmond and New York; John Boles, completing a lengthy concert engagement;
Mickey

Rooney spent a week at the Paramount, San Francisco; Joan Davis checked
in at 20th-Fox after four weeks in the
east and midwest.

fund.

★

Director Henry King has returned from
a trek to New York and Florida . . . Some
celebrants

attended

the

United

Art-

ists studio club’s first annual party, held
at the UA studio . . . Lester Ziffren, 20th
Century-Fox scripter, discussed his experiences as a war correspondent in Spain
as featured speaker before students of
Long Beach Junior College . . . Brian
Donlevy pulled out for New York to join
Cecil B. DeMille’s
ballyhoo train.

“Union

Pacific”

Republic
HoldsAhead
" Parade
"Irish" Going
Republic has shelved “Hit Parade of
1939” temporarily, due to inavailability of
big-name bands for the musical, and will
prepare for an immediate start on “The
Fighting Irish” as the next starring vehicle for Phil Regan, who was set for
“Hit Parade.” Sol C. Siegel will produce.

special

OPTIONS

*

Fay Bainter is due back at Warner’s
next week, after a short cruise to the
West Indies . . . Mr. and Mrs. Andy Devine are planning a motor trip to Oregon
and Washington . . . Cecil B. DeMille has
returned

from

a

three-week

tour

around
Pacific”

Aiden Roark, 20th Century-Fox writer,
has deserted his pen for the polo mallet,
heading for the east to play with the
visiting British squad.

Hall Draws

— Metro

J. WALTER
RUBEN
given renewal of his contract as associate producer. Next assignment is
“Thunder Afloat,” to star Wallace Beery.
DON
CASTLE
given acting contract renewal.
HARRY
RUSKIN
given new
writing contract,
lie is working on “Miracles for Sale,” which Tod
Browning will direct.
DALIES
FRANTZ,
pianist, draws term contract
—
as Monogram
an actor.
JACK
RANDALL
signs eight-picture deal for
the 1939-40 production season. Two of the eight
will be specials,
“The
Pioneers”
—
Paramount
CAROLYN
tract.
—
Republic

Clipper

JOE

Al Hall has been

signed

by Columbia

to

direct

“Super Clipper,” which is on William Perlberg’s production slate following
“Golden Boy.”

based on James Fenimore
and “The Prairie.”

LEE,

child

in

given

WALTERS,
cameraman,
given
newal. He has left for a brief New

tion.
— 20th Century-Fox
PAUL
McVEY
signed
aid

actress,

the

musical

as

scoring

term

con-

contract reYork vaca-

technical
on

Cooper’s

“Stanley

advisor
and

to

Liv-

ROBERTSON
WHITE
joins story department
to write an untitled original for Shirley Temple.
ingstone.”
THURSTON
KNUDSON
ticketed to write and
score background
— Universal

Cortez Assigned
Twentieth

Paramount

Harry

Parker are in Portland, Ore., for a week’s
p. a. in conjunction with the exhibition of

Kelly, 20th-Fox player. Universal’s “Little
Tough Guys,” including Hally Chester,
Harris Berger, David Gorcey and Charles

the country on the special “Union
ballyhoo train.

*

cities. Erik Rhodes, screen-stage comedian, is set for a midwest tour beginning
May 19.

•k

★

Appearing in Salt Lake City, June 10,
with “Juarez,” John Garfield will follow
the Warner film in a dozen or more key

Clement Ripley arrives at Warner from
Charleston, S. C., in June to begin a
scripting assignment . . . Harry Moore,

500

Paramount’s studio club will hold its
ninth annual outing June 18 at Catalina
Island with Joseph Robbins handling arrangem ts. . . More than 100 members
of the Paramount Camera Club exhibited
their work at the monthly salon in the
studio monitor room.

Garfield
WithCities
" Juarez "
Touring Key

Century-Fox

has

assigned

Ricardo Cortez to direct “Heaven With a
Barbed Wire Fence,” from the story by
Dalton Trumbo, starting June 15.

music

for

“Stanley

and

Liv-

GLENN
TRYON
signed as dialogue director
ingstone.”
“The
Underpup,”
a Joe Pasternak production.
—
Walter
Wanger

on

LORETTA
YOUNG
signs one-picture deal to
star in “Whose
Wife,” an original screenplay by
Gene Towne and Graham
Baker, which Tay Garnett will direct.
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SCRIPTERS
— Samuel

• REVIEW

Goklvv.vn

JOHN
BALDEliSTONE
star David Niven.
MALCOLM
— Metro

STUART

WILLIAM

completes

BOYLAN

LUDWIG

and

"Raffles,”

to

"Black

DAVID

FLASHES

Gold.”

HERTZ

to

GIRL FROM
MEXICO, THE (RKO)— Slapstick
"Blackmail,” the Edward
G. Robinson feature.
*
SHERIDAN
GIBNEY
to
"Not Too Narrow, Not
comedy which attains riotous proportions
Too Deep” for Producer Joseph Mankiewicz.
due to spirited work of Lupe Velez and
HAD
BUCKLEY
and BERTRAM
MILLHAUSER
to an untitled "Nick Carter” detective
Lucien Hubbard
is the producer.

thriller.

ORTH

lo

"Son

of

the

Navy,”

Errol.

ENGLUND
to "The Star Maker,” Bing
vehicle which Charles R. Rogers is pro-

a
A.,

who

HARRY
HAMILTON
to "Seven Million Dollars,” a story by Sinclair Lewis.
DERFY
FREEMAN
to
"Abraham.
Lincoln
Boggs," which will star Edward
Ellis.
— RKO
Radio

honors,

with

— Eduard

Hod”

for

reporter

and

vie

to

"The

Life

of

Ru-

dolph Valentino."
Century-Fox

WILLIAM
ANTHONY
McGUIRE
of Lillian Russell,” an Alice Faye
McGuire wilt also produce.

the

to “The Life
starrer which

the former

THE
with

Man

Re-

W.

Man

Re-

"The

Invisible

RIPLEY'
CLEMENT
James Cagney starrer.
GAMET
KEN
Family” series.

the

to

to

in

Paul

Jones,”

the

"Hobby

an

each

trying

assistant
other

for

to steal

the

(Univ) — A
all those

Expediting the reorganization of Condor Corp. and the establishment of its successor, Condor Pictures, Inc., as approved
in federal court recently, Judge George
Cosgrave has granted authority to Trustee Clinton E. Miller to compromise a pair
of claims totaling $30,000 against the company. One claim, filed by M. W. Corum,
charged he was due $4,500 for services as
narrator on a series of short subjects,
which Miller has settled for $800. The
is a

$23,500 claim filed by the administrator of the estate of Amedee J.

Van

Buren, former head of the corporation, settled by Miller for $5,500.
Miller is expected to turn over the old

Condor’s physical assets, books, records
and other data to the directorate of the
new

company

by

June

1, at which

time

present plans call for Condor to re-enter
production as a means of facilitating payment of accrued debts and dividends on a
new $140,000 stock issue. Condor has been
in 77-B for the past 16 months.
Grand National, enjoying an uptrend
with the acquisition of four features for
immediate release, is set for a production
boom next week, Fine Arts Pictures being
slated at that time to roll “Trouble in the
Pacific” as the first in a batch of three
for GN release. Franklyn Warner, head
of FA, has signed Elmer Clifton to direct.
This will be followed immediately by
“Dead

Man’s Cipher,” which Charles Lament will produce and direct, and “Wonder World.” GN itself has no immediate
production plans other than cutting and

scoring

of “Miracle of Main Street,” recently completed in both Spanish and
English versions.
BOXOFFICE
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Grant

sprinkling

of

comedy.

William

REVIEWS

di-

(Col)— Intense-

and

Jean

Arthur,

and revesweeping

is strikingly

ior; while production and
Howard Hawks are deft and
TELL

super-

direction
effective.

by

TALES (M-G-M) — Knockout newspaper melodrama freighted with action
suspense and weaving an exciting

story

of kidnaping

and

amateur

Melvyn

Douglas delivers
ance. Edward Chodorov
Fenton directed.

Gargan,

crisp
Cary

NO

and

mysteryelements

detection.

an ace performproduced; Leslie

on the above pictures will appear in an

early issue of BOXOFFICE.

Spearheads
(Continued

Compromise of Two Claims
Against Condor Allowed

other

WINGS

May

Man.”

"John

second

HAVE

Joe

masterpiece of action, suspense and
dialogue; the large cast, headed by

making for a first-rate shudder-shocker. Its
attractiveness is heightened by a gentle

COMPLETE

KURT

turns,” sequel to
— Warner llros.

ANGELS

Dinehart.

ly gripping and spectacular air adventure
feature, for which there should be no ceil-

pro-

latter's girl friend. John Howard, Porter
Hall, Gail Patrick. James Hogan directed.

— Universal
SIODMAK
to "The Invisible
turns,” -which Joe May will direct.
P. LIPSCOMB
to "The Invisible

other

against

HOUSE
OF FEAR.
thriller endowed

JACKSON

ONLY

Pro-

Small

FREDERICK
— 20th

Man

of belly

Alan

ing as regards its popular appeal
nue possibilities. The story is a

D.

“Old

plenty

GRAND
JURY SECRETS (Para)— Pretty good
entertainment is this story of two brothers,
one

to

collar

from the gallery. Robert Sisk
duced; Leslie Goodwins directed.

— Republic

DALTON
TRUMBO
ducer Robert Sisk.

Should

Irene Hervey,
rected.

her

— Paramount
KEN
Crosby
ducing.

Leon

laughs

— Monogram
MARION
original.

•

to
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from

delight of jitterbugs everywhere. Those
with less itchy feet should receive their
share of entertainment as delivered by the
ingratiating Bob Hope and Shirley Ross.
The elements provided in the script by
Lewis R. Foster and Wilkie C. Mahoney
were deftly blended by Director George
Archainbaud.
*

A swaggering

*

Robin

Hood

is

“Captain Fury,” acted to the hilt by Brian
Aherne in a commendable outdoor melodrama which, despite its “down under”
locale, possesses all the ingredients of the
reliable, never-cloying western. Hal
Roach, handling the megaphone, proved
he has lost none of his directorial skill,
painting an actionful picture from a lusty
screenplay by Grover Jones, Jack Jevne
and William DeMille. Aherne is supported by a competent cast headed by Victor
McLaglen.
*

25)

Hoffman and Barry Trivers allows her to
make full use of her standard bag of
Thespic tricks.
*
*
*

“Hotel Imperial,” debuting Paramount’s
new star, the Italian actress, Isa Miranda.
A

world

*

Australian

*

page

war story with
ground, it is slow-moving

a Russian backand dull, though

well enacted. “Rookie Cop,” RKO Radio’s
tale of a young policeman and his dog,
will be most enthusiastically received by
the juvenile matinee trade. Universal’s
“For Love or Money” is a diverting comedy, in the screwball cycle and not to be
taken
which

too seriously. “Fixer Dugan,” in
Lee Tracy returns to the screen

under the RKO Radio banner, is a wellhandled story of circus life, proving once
again that Tracy is one
more competent actors.
*

Off

the

beaten

*

of the

screen’s

*

track — too

far off, for.

*

In the average-program

class:

“Panama
Lady,” acceptable on
counts as solid entertainment, despite

all
the

low-budgeted production mounting accorded it by Cliff Reid for RKO
Radio.
Other than Lucille Ball, who delivers a
strikingly sincere performance, the cast
is unimportant. Jack Hively directed
from a screenplay by Michael Kanin, based on an original story by Garrett Fort.

the most part — was “The Scorched Earth,”
a B. V. Mindenburg production. Obviously
intended as a scathing denunciation of
Japan’s aggressive measures in China, it
resolves itself into a meaningless endeavor because of careless cutting and a rambling commentary which arrives nowhere.
The

reel is made up of newsreel clips illustrating various stages in the Sino- Japanese conflict and will probably be acceptable in only a few houses.

“Boy Friend,” in which Jane Withers
not only acquires her first romance, but
involves

herself

with

a

police-training

school. John Stone’s production mounting and brisk direction by James Tinling,
should

further enhance the boxoffice popularity of the gingery 20th Century-Fox
moppet, while the scenario by Joseph

Name

“Torchy’s

hy"
Next "Torc
to a Murder”

Invitation

will

be the next in Warner’s “Torchy Blane”
series following “Torchy — Dead or Alive,”
now in production. Jane Wyman
and
29
Allen Jenkins will head the cast.

tion by the Contestnite Corp. of 52 onereel novelty musicals, each containing a
new, untitled, unpublished song. Theatres
are to offer cash and other awards to
patrons for what judges consider the best
and most original title given each song.
Shorts will be booked for one week each,
the contract thus covering a year’s playing time. Alperson declares he has obtained authoritative legal advice that the

Visitors From

stunt violates no lottery or “rackets” laws.
The Jensen-von Herberg circuit owns
26 houses and, as franchise holder, can
secure distribution on the stunt for every
other theatre in the state.
First series of six subjects, marionette
shows, have been completed in natural
color, original music and lyrics having
been written by Mort Greene and Hal

the Northwest —

Visitors at the Warner Studio during a recent trip to the film capital, a
group of northwestern showmen chat with Jane Wyman, studio contract
player. Lineup, left to right: Peter Higgins, Seattle exhibitor; Jack Wright,
Mercy Circuit manager of Walla Walla; Miss Wyman, and Fred Mercy jr.,
Mercy Circuit executive.

Drop Clearance Suit

Alperson F ranchising

Against FWC Chain

"Coniesiniie" Game

Los Angeles — Suit brought by D. Scheinman and the Kinema Mission Corp. against
Fox West Coast, charging conspiracy to
withhold adequate first-run product, was
dismissed with prejudice in U. S. district
court.
Plaintiffs had charged their Mission
Theatre was entitled to first-run clearance in southeast Los Angeles and that
the Gentry Theatre, operated by FWC in
partnership with Lola Gentry, was receiving all first-run product in violation
of zoning ordinances.

Los

Angeles — Currently

invading

Borne,

and scored by Borne and his orchestra. Next group of six will be miniature musicals with Vera Van and Jimmy
Newill as vocalists, to be produced at the
Cocoanut Grove, to be followed by another six-film series of animated cartoons.
When all remaining territories have been
franchised, Alperson will add a number of
exploiteers to his field force to handle
cooperative exploitation campaigns with
theatres throughout the country. To augment this, he has prepared an elaborate
the

northwest as one phase of a nation-wide
drive to secure franchise holders, Edward L. Alperson, organizer and president of Contestnite Corp., has sold his
new

“You Title the Song" boxoffice stimulator to the Jensen-von Herberg Theatre
circuit for the entire state of Washington, he has informed aides here. Alperson, who announced formation of the company some weeks ago, has also franchised
one theatre chain in Texas and has sold
several eastern territories. '4S|i
* f
Plans for the stimulant
include produc.3 ;
r1

1

Alperson’s associates in the enterprise
are C. C. Ezell and Phil Krasne, Krasne
having been attorney for Grand National
at the time Alperson was president and
later distribution head for that company.
Headquarters have been established at
6912 Hollywood Blvd. in Hollywood.

New Allied Unit Sending
Pair to Minneapolis
Los Angeles — A meeting of the board
of directors, at which tentative plans for
attending the national Allied convention
in Minneapolis June 13-15 were discussed,

■

i

"press book" available to all theatres playing the contest, which describes the stunt
and suggests publicity, commercial tieups,
exploitation and advertising angles.

V

was held by the recently-formed California-Arizona-Nevada chapter of Allied

li
*
V
iK* 1

TBK

States Ass’n of Motion Picture Exhibitors.
James C. Quinn, executive secretary of
the branch, declared after the meeting
that probably two delegates will be sent
to the convention. They have not been
selected as yet. The local membership’s
stand on independent-circuit relationships
in this territory, as well as its opinions of
’
Jr- the exhibitor-distributor trade practice
code, will be presented to the main Allied

jM

The Westerners
The

Arrive —

west coast contingent, on arrival for the Monogram Chicago convention, was met by several Chicagoans and easterners already in the Windy
City for the confab. Those kneeling, left to right: J. S. Harrington, manager
film and accessory operations; Martin Spellman and Frankie Darro, players; M. J. McCarthy, Los Angeles; Manny Reiner, assistant publicity director.
Standing, left to right: Howard Stubbins, Los Angeles; Ella Logan, songstress, who also was on the train; Scott R. Dunlap, vice-president in charge
of production; George West, Cincinnati, St. Louis and Kansas City franchise
holder; Archie Silverman, Providence, R. I., exhibitor; W. Ray Johnston,
president; Mrs. Spellman; Lester Durland, Kansas City; John W . Mangham,
Atlanta; Lou Lifton, publicity head; Herman Marks, Chicago; Ray Olmstead,
Los Angeles; Lloyd Lind, assistant to George Weeks, sales manager. On train
steps are Henri Elman, Chicago; Mel Hulling, western division manager, mid
G. P. Allen, San Francisco.

30

body, Quinn said.
Seth Perkins, president
lied chapter, presided.

of the new

Al-

Film Players , Pete Smith
To Feature Congress Bow
Los Angeles — Florence Rice, the Dead
End Kids and Gene Autry are slated to
appear at the opening of the Congress
Theatre, May 19, with Pete Smith, M-G-M
short subjects producer and narrator,
scheduled as master
ing bill for the new

of ceremonies. Opende luxe house will be

“Stand Up and Fight” and “They Made
Me a Criminal.” Joseph Steinberg is the
owner and Clark Spaeth the manager.
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^HE sudden death of Ira Furman, Metro
branch manager in San Francisco, of a
heart attack, called George Hickey,
M-G-M’s western division manager, back
to the Bay City just after he had arrived
here . . . Harry Hoffman, who runs the
Soboba Theatre in San Jacinto, came in
sporting a luxurious goatee. It’s all a part
of the annual Ramona pageant there, he
explained . . . Jack Schwartz of the
Schwartz Amusement Co., Indianapolis,
stopped in to visit his friend Mel Levinson
of Metro Premium. Schwartz has taken
over Sebastian’s Cubanola, a Hollywood
night spot . . . On the lookout for product
was Joe Vecchetti, who operates the Rialto
in Cottonwood, Ariz., and the Grand in
Clarksdale, same state.
Fred Young, B. F. Shearer representative, has returned from Salt Lake and will
pull out almost immediately for Portland
and

Seattle . . . N. C. Son, former
tor, dropped in to see his Filmrow

exhibifriends

. . . Jules Wolf has booked “Song of Freedom,” starring Paul Robeson, to open at
his Lincoln Theatre, colored house. May 13.
Leo Fenton, Metro Theatre, came in for
bookings . . . Ditto Earl Johnson, operator
of Bard’s Adams, and Harry Hollander,
booker for the Bard circuit; Bryon Cunningham, Victoria Theatre; Bill Sloat of
the Maynard . . . Irving Epsteen, Fox West
Coast insurance manager, trained out for
Detroit

on business

. . . A1 Haynie,

man-

ager of FWC’s Boulevard Theatre, has
moved into first position for Class C
houses in this district entered in the Spyros Skouras showmanship drive.

man, visited his friends

Esther

A. F. Cummings

and

Parke

Goldberg

Film Delivery family, are honeymooning in San Francisco following their

Fox West Coast opened its Carthay Circle Theatre after several months of darkness on a new day-date policy with the
United Artists downtown. Opening bill, a
moveover from Grauman’s Chinese and
Loew’s State, was “Return of the Cisco
Kid” and “The Hound of the Baskervilles”
. . . Leo Brewerton, operator of four theatres in Calgary, Alberta, and Lester
Meyer, Chillicothe, Tex., exhibitor, were
guests on the Warner lot.

TRADE

Steiner of the Rio.

. . . Universal screened “For Love or
Money” for its sales force . . . Sam Ackerman, Detroit exhibitor, is here on vacation.
Morry

Sudman,

head

booker

at 20th Cen-

tury-Fox, and Paul Moyer, his assistant,
chatted about exchange affairs at luncheon
with Tom Cleary, company auditor, here
for his annual checkup . . . Dode Samuels, RKO Radio salesman, has returned
from a two -week trip through his Arizona
territory . . . Stanley Steck, operator of
the Adams Theatre, is in from a jaunt to
Salt Lake City . . . “Pilk” Pilkington,
formerly with one of the Warner exchanges
in Texas and now an automobile sales-
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for

bookings:

Lou

Cohen,

Bonito

Theatre; Gene O’Keefe, Maywood; Ronald Vincent, Laguna, Laguna Beach; Mac
Sinift, Del Mar, sporting a new red Packard; Jack Goldberg, Garden, Belvedere
Gardens; Saul Mayler, Vinicof Circuit
booker; J. E. Poynter, San Clemente, San
Clemente; Jack Goldman, Pico and Park;
Nate Boasberg, Ritz, Inglewood; Frank
Johnson, Washington, and Jim Grew,
Temple, both from Glendale; L. R. Williams, Meralta, Downey; Vic Rosen, manager of the Warner Beverly Hills Theatre; A1 Snadow, Bill Robinson; Bob Elder,
Arlington, Arlington;
ley, Desert, Indio.

Judge

LeRoy

Paw-

The Million Dollar Theatre has dropped
its admission prices from 25 to 15 cents
. . . Kermit Maynard, the western player,
made

a personal appearance at Mac Sinift’s Del Mar for the Saturday matinee
crowd . . , Stanley Steck, who operates the
Adams Theatre here, has disposed of his
theatre property in Ogden, Utah.
A group of fish-minded Filmrowites were
guested by Harry Holland, who runs the
Bishop Theatre, Bishop, on an expedition
into the High Sierras. Seeking to lure the
wily trout were Johnny Filbert of Filbert
Motion Picture Supply Co.; George Bourke,
operator of the Nuart and Tivoli theatres
in Sawtelle, and Joe Rubenstein, RKO
salesman . . . Columbia is set for its new
headquarters, boasting spacious executive
offices and
sumptuous
furnishings
throughout. Exchange Manager Wayne
Ball is planning

a house-warming.

DIRECTORY
-

-

GUIDE FOR THE EXHIBITOR
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AND

AIR CONDITIONING

SUPPLIES

Carabin
Breck
A

he gave up the post because adequate living quarters were too expensive

of

marriage at the Elk’s Temple. Milt runs
the Film Cafe . . . Columbia finally moved
into spacious new exchange along the
Row . . . Frank Plumley, who books for the
Louis Long circuit of Safford, Ariz., came
in to acquire film . . . Ditto Boris Posner
of the Arlington; Bob Leonard, who runs
the Pala Theatre in Escondido; C. O.
Davis, New Beaumont Theatre, Beaumont;
Andy Anderson, Ritz, Balboa.

Shapiro, Selected Pictures . . . Bob Tengberg, in from the Majestic Theatre, Santa
Monica, and reporting the remodeling is
coming along slow but sure . . . Lon Hoss,
Universal salesman, looking perturbed when
his desk begins falling apart.

says

Agnew

Metro’s branch operations department in
New York, stopped in en route to San
Francisco for the gathering of western
territory bookers . . . Milt Rose and his
bride, the former Jeanette Goldberg of the

Leo Schwartz of Trailer-Made, back from
San Francisco and chatting with Max

Floyd Henning er , who was head booker
in the RKO Radio exchange in Panama
for four months, has returned here. He

In

Filmrow.

W. E. Calloway, western district sales
head for Warner, has returned from San
Francisco and Seattle, where, he set several circuit film deals . . . Mondy Sondy,
who runs the Kiva Theatre here, is back
from the Bay City also, where he went on
business.

Kurt Laemmle, accompanied by Brother
Max, came in for product for his Glassell
and Franklin theatres; ditto Harold Glass
of the Gordon; Justin La Font, Forum,
Barstow; Merrill Shapiro, manager of Mac
Sinift’s Del Mar;

along

Photoplay
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Supply
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30 Theatres

EXPLOITATION
Now

Los Angeles

in 1937 —

PICTURES

Booking

CHARLES DICKENS'
’THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP"
starring
"THE FORBIDDEN TERRITORY"
Gregory
Ratofi
Binnie Barnes
starring
"THE SECRET OF STAMBOUL"
Valerie Hobson

THEATRE

DECORATORS

Specialists in Theatre
NAT

SMYTHE

starring
"THE Edgar
CRIMSON
CIRCLE"
Wallace's
Noah Berry

Decoration

& SONS

Decorators

1914 So. Vermont

RE. 3578

Wm.

G. Smith's Jewel Productions

1912 So. Vermont

RO. 2205

H
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gXCITEMENT
of the week was the personal appearance in town of Jeanette
MacDonald. The famous star visited the
local Metro branch in the afternoon and
in the evening attended the Filmrow preview of “It’s a Wonderful World.” After
the preview Jeanette was introduced to all
the

guests present. In town on a concert tour, the star grabbed oodles of good
publicity in all local dailies for her fine
cooperation with the news hounds and
cameramen. Miss MacDonald is down on
the list of all the boys
regular fellow.”

and

gals as “one

Through the efforts of the MPTO of the
Northwest and their executive secretary,
Jim Hone, the city council voted 6 to 3 to
reject five separate applications to rent
the Civic Auditorium field for midget auto
racing this summer.
Popcorn Smith is proving the efforts of
hard work. Several of the downtown theatres now have a popcorn machine alongside the boxoffice in the lobby. Smith,
who handles the Burch product in this
territory, is back in town after being away
for the past couple of months.
Seattle’s habitues of the “skidroad”
were ready to “sign the pledge’’ after their
terrifying experience recently of seeing an
ape face to face. Bottles of first class
“dehorn” and “grapo” were smashed on
the sidewalk in the wake of the walking
monster as the gentlemen below the line
shivered from the anthropoid apparition.
A prowler car with the officers armed
with sawed-off shotguns was hurriedly dispatched to the scene. At first it was believed that the elixirs of the skidroad
gentry had been mixed too potent but
when the officers themselves saw the walking ape it was time to do something . They
arrested the ape and found a man inside
the ape skin. They took him to jail and
charged him with illegal advertising on
the street. The guy was advertising a
jungle picture at one of the south end
theatres.
Seattle and

the state of Washington

go into pictures.
forts of Herndon

will

Largely through the efEdmond, Seattle branch

manager for 20th Century-Fox; Truman
Talley, general manager and producer of
the company's “Magic Carpet” travelogue
series, will make a production of the state
of Washington during this month.
Excitement

was

caused

in downtown

Se-

ment there for the visit of Norway’s
prince.

crown

Al Maass, president of the Theatre Employes Union, Local B-18 of San Francisco, arrived in toum for a hurried visit
during which time he was honored with
a life membership in the Seattle Local
B- 22. With Maass on the trip were Pearl
Elliott and Frances Hart, two members of
the Seattle local who are working at the
Fair in San Francisco as cashiers. The
girls made a short report on their work
at the Fair.
W. A. Scully, general sales manager for
Universal; Bill Heineman, western sales
manager; J. J. Jordon, head of the contract-play-date department, all from New
York, and Al O'Keefe, western district
sales manager, from Los Angeles, spent
some time here with J. McGinley, local
manager, then all left by plane for Salt
Lake City.
Mrs. Martin Brown called here from
Yakima by the death of her mother, Mrs.
Rae Harris. Martin owns the Avenue Theatre in Yakima . . . Dr. Frank Parsley,
local physician and surgeon who caters to
the show business, suffered painful injuries
when his plane crashed here. After the
accident the doctor refused aid until he

O. BEMIS is back from the Reno conventio . . . Bob Rasmussen is haunting the Row . . . R. Blanche of the film
lab firm is at his Menlo Park home, restman,

ing .

. . “Doc” Henning, the premium
is reported thinking of going into

the “horse picking” business ... A. Blanco
is planning a new theatre in Campbell
shortly . . . Local friends were saddened
by the death of Ira Furman, former
M-G-M
manager, who died after a long
illness.
Ned

Steel has

acquired

the Chico

(not

a horse), which he’ll probably reopen this
fall . . . Boyd Allen is slated to open the
Forest in Boulder Creek. He’s the son of
Bob Allen, operator of the Grand in Tracy
. . . Pat Patterson was warmly greeted this
week from Los Angeles, which, he says,
“is swell” . . . Comiie Mitchell is now business agent of the local wing of the AFA,
resigning as treasurer of the thespic group.
Lloyd Ownby of NTS is leaving for L. A.
on a business-pleasure trip . . . Jim Riley
of Pacific Coast Theatre Supply already
is there for the same reason . . . A. W.

other apparel of the 1870’s, 12 members
of the Union Pacific Railway “ Old Timers
Club” marched gaily up Pine St. to attend
the premiere of the picture. The group
earlier attended a dinner honoring Frank
Davis, oldest active locomotive engineer in
the U. P. service in this district, tendered
by Producer DeMille through the offices

Hartford is now in charge of UA’s Salt
Lake exchange. Jack O’Laughlin of Seattle succeeds him as salesman in the local
branch . . . The UA convention contingent
came here from L. A. via special train to
glimpse the Fair sights.

Theatres.

Ted Gamble, general manager for the
J. J. Parker theatre interests in Oregon,
who was recently named to the board of
governors of the University of Washington, has been named chairman of the Portland committee in charge of entertain-
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Bill Hamrick

was

first division

winner

in the spring eclectic tournament of the
Sand Point Golf Club. Bill had a selective
card of 57-5-52 . . . Seattle will get a motion picture world premiere and the
equivalent of a brand-new show shop at
the same time in the reopening of the
Liberty Theatre set for Friday, May 12,
with the first showing anywhere of “Only
Angels Have Wings.” Since the Liberty
was closed for remodeling and modernization on March 29, more than $80,000 has
been spent by its owners, Jensen and von
Herberg, in renovating it. Mike Newman,
ace publicity man for Columbia, is here
from Los Angeles to personally handle the
campaign for the premiere. Leroy V. Johnson is general manager for the Jensen-von
Herberg interests in the Northwest.
The Grand Theatre, a local suburban,
has now been added to the roster of Danz
Sterling theatres . . . Murray Peck, for
the past year manager of Brown’s Avenue
Theatre in Yakima, is back in town and
ivill be master of ceremonies in charge of
the new floor show at the Oasis.
The Circle Theatre here has changed
hands. New owner is S. Sumioke. House

attle on the opening day of “Union Pacific” at the Paramount Theatre. Garbed
in beaver hats, frock coats, hoop skirts and

of the Hamrick-Evergreen

had performed a major operation on Andy
Gunnard, for many years theatre manager
here and in California. After the successful operation the doctor himself was operated on for a broken nose.

Rene “ Volcano ” La Marre
duced a new theatre giveaway
form

has introidea in the

of legalized dog racing called “Greyhound Derby.” Live greyhounds are used
on the stage in two races each evening.
La Marre is now managing the Allendale
and New Hopkins, both in Oakland, for
the Goldsmith circuit.

will continue with its present double feature policy . . . Word from Spokane tells
that Howard McBride of the Granada there
is very sick after an operation . . . Harry
Taylor,

western division manager of National Screen Service, in from Los Angeles to visit Jack Flannery, Northwest
manager for the company.

Frank Seltzer, publicity director for Hal
Roach studios, a visitor in town . . . Ethel
Dow,

secretary to Bill Shartin of Warner’s office, and Mrs. Whitney Young, wife
of Cy, salesman for Warner east of the
mountains, are vacationing in California.
They
cisco.

will take

in the Fair

at San

Fran-

Visitors this week include Pete and Mrs.
Constanti from Aberdeen; Mickey Carney
from Enumclaw; Morrie Nimmer from
Wenatchee, also Charley Grieme from the
same town; George Endert jr. from Friday
Harbor; W. A. Cochrane from Snoqualmie; Sid Turner, business manager for the
Mercy interests in Yakima; Carl Miller of
the Warner Theatre in Aberdeen; Cecil
and

Mrs. Gwinn from Centralia, to attend the Jeanette MacDonald preview;
Mrs. C. A. Thompson who operates the
new Seeley Theatre in Pomeroy . . . Mike
Berovic booking “Man of Conquest” into
his Tacoma theatres, the Beverly and Riviera, day and date.
Ben Kalmenson, western division sales
manager for Warner, arrived in from Los
Angeles with W. E. Calloway, western district manager. They will spend a couple
of days here with Bill Shartin . . . Jimmy
and Sylvia O'Neal finally getting away for
their visit to San Francisco where they
will be the guests of Roy Cooper . . . Morris Saffle, new head for Metro here, has
his family settled on Queen Anne Hill.
BOXOFFICE
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SALT

LAKE

PINCUS of the
]y[ANAGER CHARLES
Centre Theatre is back from a twoweek business trip to San Francisco . . .
The vast amount of publicity received by
“Union Pacific,” what with the Golden
Spike Day celebrations and numerous tieups has enabled the Paramount feature
to break all records at the Centre here,
according to Bill Beaver, assistant manager. A Golden Spike Day observance is
planned by Rock Springs, Wyo., for May 13.
John Ford, 20 th-Fox director , on a recent visit here, announced that one of his

Republic Convention
Held in Frisco

for the promotion and sales of Republic’s
next crop was planned.
Business meetings were held both days
in the Empire with
ing the first day.

"Brigham

Those attending the luncheon last Monday were: A. M. Bowles and Charles Thall
of Fox West Coast; R. A. McNeill and M.
A. Naify, Golden State and T&D circuits;
George Nasser, Nasser Bros. Theatres; Joe

A recommendation that the showing of
films depicting gangster activities and
crime in the United States be curtailed
for foreign countries was made by Mrs.
Ruth

Rohde, former U. S. minister to Denmark. Such films she declared conveyed
an undesirable and wrong impression to
peoples abroad.
An enthusiastic audience of approximately 5,000 greeted Jeanette MacDonald when
the star gave a concert at the L.D.S.
tabernacle here recently.
A

release

each

week

from

Grand

Na-

tional, following “Exile Express,” which
will be available the latter part of the
month, is pledged by Branch Manager
Wilson.
The

San

Francisco

convention

has

the

boys of Sheffield- Republic. A new branch
manager, to succeed M. K. Ross, who has
resigned, was to be named at the parley.
Joe Lawrence

is packing

his State

The-

atre with “Dawn Patrol” . . . S. B. Steck,
former local exhibitor now operating a
chain of houses in Los Angeles, was a recent visitor.
Joe Koehler of the Roxy at Twin Falls,
Ida., has been named mayor of Twin Falls
. . . Bill Seib, branch manager for Columbia here, is back at his desk, recovered from a seige of the flu.
Utah

winners in the “Gateway to Hollywood” contest are Barbara Louise Smith
of Ogden and Raymond Fife of Cedar City.
Film contracts await the ultimate winners.
Branch Manager R. J. Cadman and his
sales force, including Earnie Gibson, Joe
Solomon and Walt Millar were the UA men
who headed from here for the company’s
convention held in Los Angeles May 8.
Among the home office visitors who have
called upon Manager Mat Aparton of Universal since his return from the company
convention are A. J. O’Keefe, western division manager; Bill J. Heineman, western
sales manager; W. A. Scully, general sales
manager, and F. T. Murray, manager of
branch operations.
New sound has been installed by W. E.
Shipley in his Gem Theatre here ... A
recent visitor was Rick Ricketson, FWC
division manager, headquartering in Denver . . . Back from the SMPE meetings
on the coast is Phil Guss, operator of the
Intermountain Theatre Supply.
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J|OW

it rado,
can California
be toldand
— Jesse
Jones
ColoOregon
andof Archie
Holt, former branch manager for GB in
Seattle and later connected with the same
firm

San Francisco —
Republic’s western
regional convention was held here last
Monday and Tuesday in the foyer of the
Empire Hotel.
Previews of the films planned for the
coming year were discussed and new ideas

company’s important coming productions
would he a biographical film entitled
Young.”

PORTLAND

a luncheon

highlight-

Blumenfeld, Blumenfeld circuit; Sam Levin, San Francisco Theatres, Inc.; Rotus
Harvey, Harvey Amusement Co., and
Morgan Walsh and George Mann, Redwood and Midland Theatre Circuits. The
above-mentioned attended as special
guests of the salesmen and bookers at the
convention.
Among
the Republic conventioneers
were: H. J. Yates, chairman of the board
of Republic Pictures and president of Consolidated Film Industries; J. R. Grainger,
president and general sales manager of
Republic; M. J. Seigel, president in charge
of production in Hollywood studios; Wm.
A. Saal, special representative from New
York office; Grover C. Parsons, western
district sales manager; Floyd St. John,
franchise owner of San Francisco and Los
Angeles offices; J. T. Sheffield, franchise
owner of Butte, Salt Lake City, Denver,
Portland, and Seattle offices; Sid Weisbaum, W. I. Boland, S. C. Martenstein,
Joe Crane, and J. P. Myers from the San
Francisco office; F. A. Bateman, J. S.
Stout, and A. J. Frey from the Los
Angeles office; Robert Boomer, Butte;
Paul McElhinney, Salt Lake City; E. Gerbase and Frank Sheffield, Denver; J. H.
Sheffield, Portland; E. L. Walton, and J.
W. Rue, Seattle.

Ask Closing Law for Eight
" Grinds " in Los Angeles
Los Angeles — Acting on a recent recommendation of the city health commission,
the

police, social service and fire commissions have requested Mayor Fletcher

Bowron

to adopt

a 1 a. m.

closing ordin-

in Portland, have formed a partnership and assumed management of the New
Rivoli Theatre. They are putting on a
new front on the house, changing the
name to “Pix” and expect to revive
theatre’s old policy of stage shows.

the

Bob Farrell jr., former manager of the
New Rivoli, will devote his full time to the
practice of law . . . Universal’s Johnny
Harvey has been kept busy with a flood of
business . . . Mose Mesher taking time
out for a screening . . . Jack Flannery of
National Screen service in Seattle was
a Portland visitor during the week.
Guy

F. Navarre,

Oregon

and Washington

UA sales manager; Jack O’Bryan and
Jack Kloepper of the Portland office; J. J.
O’Laughlin, eastern Washington representative, and Sam Naglet of British Columbia and Abe Feinstein of Alberta, Canada,
all left Portland for UA’s 20th anniversary
convention in Los Angeles. The group expects to visit the exposition in San
cisco during their return trip.

Fran-

Jules Seltzer, assistant director of publicity for Hal Roach, is in town for the
opening of “Zenobia” at J. J. Parker’s
Broadway. Sam Siegel is also here from
Seattle. The opening was in the form of
a Hollywood premiere with Oliver Hardy,
Harry Langdon and Shirley Deane
ing from the film center.

attend-

A
circuit court suit has been filed
against the Circle Theatre company, in
which

local 159 of the AFL motion picture operators’ union seeks a declaratory
judgment permitting them to picket the
house. G. T. Woodlaw, president of the
theatre company, claims his firm has paid
as high a wage as any house charging the

same

admission prices, but the complainants allege the Circle reduced pay of
operators 16% per cent February 1.

The foreign film, "Ecstasy,” threatens
to give all of Oregon’s small towns censor
boards. Before the picture was banned in
Portland, contracts had been signed to
show it in approximately 25 towns outside
Portland, which is the only city in the
state with a censor board. Oregon City
was the first test spot, where the film
ran three days before the city council
enacted an ordinance creating a censor
body. Other towns expect to follow suit.

ance for eight Main Street “grind” houses
which, they claim, cater to 1,400 persons
nightly.

Cinecolor Develops New
16mm Color Process

The mayor has been asked to maintain
an intake bureau for the registration of
homeless men who, heretofore, have been

Hollywood — Cinecolor, Inc., has a new
and economical method of processing 16mm

using the theatres as all-night havens. The
fire and health commissioners claim the
continued practice may possibly result in
serious fires and is detrimental to public
health.

Ham-eddy

branch
apolis branch.

worth

of printing and processing equipment, which will give the Burbank laboratory a volume capacity of 600,000 feet of
16mm film per week.

Transferred

Los Angeles — Harvey Hanreddy has been
transferred from the local Ross Federal
Service

films in color, according to an announcement by President A. L. McCormick. The
company currently is building $40,000

as manager

of the Indian-

Property

Hollywood — Film

to Warner
and

television

rights

to “The Patent Leather Kid,” by Rupert
Hughes, have been acquired by Warner.

33

STARTING

A
►-3
O
O

WOMAN
18 THE
JUDGE — Rochelle Hudson,
Frieda Inescort, Otto Kruger, Gordon
Oliver.
Producer: Ralph Cohn. Director: Nick Grinde.
Screenplay: Karl Brown.

2
BLACKMAIL — Edward
G.
Robinson.
Producer:
rh
John W. Considine jr., Albert Levoy. Director:
i
H. C. Potter. Screenplay: William Ludwig, David
2
Hertz.

WELL

ALONG

COAST
GUARD — Randolph Scott, Ralph Bellamy,
Frances Dee, Walter Connolly, Adrian Morris,
Ann
Doran, Sarah Edwards, Claire Du
Brey.
Producer: Fred
Kohlmar.
Director: Edward
Ludwig.

GOLDEN

BOY' — William Holden, Barbara
Stanwyck, Adolphe Menjou,
Joseph Calleia, Edward Brophy. Producer:
William
Perlberg.
Director: Rouben
Mamoulian.
Original: Clifford Odets. Screenplay: Lewis Meltzer, Daniel
Taradash.

ON
BORROWED
TIME — Lionel Barrymore, Sir
ANDY
HARDY
GETS
SPRING
FEVER— Mickey
Cedric Hardwicke, Bobs Watson, Eily Malyon,
Rooney, Lewis Stone, Cecilia Parker, Ann
RuUna
Merkel, Beulah Bondi.
Producer: Sidney
therford, Fay Holden, Charles Peck. Producer
Franklin. Director: Harold Bucquet.
Lou Ostrow. Director: W. S. Van Dyke.
THE
WOMEN — Norma
Shearer, Joan Crawford,
MAZIE
WAS
A LADY
—
Ann
Sothern, Robert
Rosalind Russell, Ann
Sothern, Joan Fontaine,
Young, lan Hunter, Ruth Hussey, Richard Carle
Virginia Grey, Ann Morriss, Ruth Hussey. ProArt Mix, Cliff Edwards.
Producer: J. Waltei
ducer:
Hunt
Stromberg.
Director: George
Ruben.
Director: Edwin L. Marin. Screenplay
Cukor. Original: Claire Booth.
Mary McCall.

o
2
o
2

ROLL,
WAGONS,
Edward
Finney.

ROLL — Tex
Director: A1

THE
GIRL
FROM
NOWHERE
—
Warren
Hull
Anne
Nagel, Mayo
Methot, Lester Mathews
Producer: E. B. Derr. Director: Lambert Hillyer
Original: David Silverstein.

Ritter. Producer:
Herman.

H
2
S
ARE
HUSBANDS
NECESSARY?— Fred MacMurO
ray, Madeleine Carroll, Akim
Tamiroff. Prog
ducer: Jeff Lazarus.
Director: Edward
H.
«;
Griffith. Screenplay: Virginia Van Upp.
«
<
CL,

COMPLETED

THE
DOUBLE-DYED
DECEIVER
—
Tito Guizar,
Gale Sondergaard, Alan Mowbray, Emma
Dunn,
June Clayton. Producer: Harry Sherman. Director: Dan Venturini. Original: O. Henry.
Screenplay: Wanda
Tuchock.
NIGHT
WORK — Charles Ruggles, Mary
Donald
O'Connor, Billy Lee, Edward
Joyce Mathews.
Producer: William
Director: George Archainbaud.

Boland,
Gargan,
Wright.

THE
SPELLBINDER — Lee Tracy, Barbara Read,
Allan Lane, Pierre Watkin. Producer: Cliff Reid.
Director: Jack Hively.
Original: Joseph Anthony. Screenplay: Bert Granet.
O
TIMBER
STAMPEDE — George O'Brien, Marjorie
M
Reynolds, Chill Wills, Elmo Lincoln. Producer:
P5
Bert Gilroy. Director: Dave Howard.

.
IN
OLD
CALIENTE — Roy
Rogers, Mary
Hart,
ft*
George Hayes, Katherine DeMille, Jack LaRue.
W
Producer-Director: Joe Kane.
Original Screenw
play: Norman
Houston, Gerald Geraghty.

CAREElt
—
Anne
Shirley, Leon Errol, Edward
Ellis, Janet Beecher, John Archer, Alice Eden,
Raymond
Hatton.
Producer: Robert Sisk. Director: Leigh Jason.
Original: Phil Stong,
Chester Ersltine.

MICKEY'
THE
KID — Bruce Cabot, ZaSu
Pitts,
Tommy
Ryan, Ralph Byrd, Jessie Ralph, KenMOUNTAIN
RHYTHM — Gene Autry, Smiley Burnetii Duncan. Producer: Herman
Schlom. Direcnette, June Storey, Maude
Eburne.
Producer
otr: Arthur Lubin.
Original: Alice Altschuler.
Harry Grey. Director: B. Reeves Eason.
Screenplay: Doris Malloy, Gordon Kahn.

SECOND
q
HARMONY
[i*
Frawley,
jjjj
H
o
c*

Sol

AT
HOME — Robert
Jean Rogers, John

Wurtzel.

Director:

Otto

Kellard, William
Eliott. Producer:

Brower.

^

Tyrone

Power

John

Stone

THE
REAL
GLORY' — Gary Cooper, Andrea Leeds,
Kay
Johnson, David Niven, Walter Brennan,
Reginald Owen, Broderick Crawford. Producer:
Samuel Goldwyn. Director: Henry Hathaway.

LNDERPUP — Gloria Jean, Ann Gillis, Nan Grey,
Robert Cummings,
Doris Lloyd, Ernest Truex,
Melva Doney.
Producer: Joe Pasternak. DirecS
tor: Richard Wallace. Original: I. A. R. Wylie.
E|
Screenplay: Grover Jones.
M

►t-

Henie,

Carlson, Florence Roberts. Producer:
Director: Malcolm St. Clair.

UA

fD

FIDDLE — Sonja

Oliver
May
5ud/ Vall®e- L-;'e Talbot Edna
Jane Withers,
—
FAMILY
WAGON
CHICKEN
Director: Sidney Lan
Producer: Gene Markey.
Spring Byington, Leo Carrillo, Marjorie Weaver,
field.
Kaufman.
Producer: Edward
Richmond.
Kane
Director:
Herbert I. Leeds.
Original: Barry
JONES
FAMILY
AT THE
GRAND
CANYON— Jed
Benefield. Screenplay: Viola Brothers Shore.
Prouty, Spring Byington, George Ernest, June

BRIGHT
VICTORY
—
Jackie
Cooper, Freddie
Bartholomew,
Melville Cooper, Alan Dinehart.
Producer: Bu-rt Kelly. Director: Joseph Santley.

ELIZABETH
AND
ESSEX— Bette Davis, Errol
Flynn,
Olivia de
Havilland,
Basil
Rathbone, Henry Daniell, James Stevenson, Vincent
Price.
Producer:
Robert
Lord.
Director:
Michael Curtiz. Original: Maxwell
Anderson.
Screenplay: Aeneas MacKenzie, Norman
Reilly
Raine.
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INSIDE

MODERN
Boyer,
Lynd.
Stahl.

INFORMATION — Dick Foran, Mary Carlisle, June Lang, Harry Carey, Grant Richards

Selmer Jackson, Joseph Sawyer. Producer: IrvIrene Dunne, Charles
—
CINDERELLA
Original
Director: Charles Lament
Helen
Inez Courtney, Nydia Westman.
Screenplay
Martin Mooney, Burnet Hershey.
Producer: John Stahl. Director: John
White.
Robertson
ate.
Shum
Harold
Screenplay:
IN OLD
CALIFORNIA — Richard Arlen, Constance
Moore, Andy Devine, Noah Beery sr. Producer
Ben Pivar. Director: Christy Cabanne.

NOT

WANTED — Gloria Dickson, Fred Stone, Dennis Morgan, Tommy
Bupp, Greta Meyer, ChrisGIVE
ME
A
CHILD
—
Priscilla Lane, Jeffrey
tian Rub.
Producer:
Bryan
Foy.
Director:
Lynn,
Spring
Byington, Gale
Page, Gladys
Terry Morse.
George, Johnnie Davis. Producer: Sam Bischoff

Tom
OR ALIVE — Jane Wyman,
TORCHY — DEAD
ProAllen Jenkins.
Shannon,Director:
Frank Jacobs.
Kennedy,William
ducer:
Noel Smith.
Screenplay: Earl Snell.

Director:
Rossen.

Lloyd

Bacon.
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DIVORCEMENT, CHILD ADMISSION AND CENSOR
UNIT MEASURES TRIPLE-THREAT IN ILLINOIS
Business" 9

u Nobody's

Backing
the

Chicago — Joe Mendel, Chicago state senator who introduced the three bills in
senate, would not comment on the measures when contacted by BOXOFFICE.

He

would

not discuss

any

phase

of them,

why

he introduced

the bills, who

soring them, etc. He replied hotly that "it is nobody's business what
Jack Kirsch of Allied said that he knew nothing of the bills, while
ard of B&K and Exhibitors' Association had the same to say.
Both said their organizations had nothing whatever to do with

A Syndicate
Houses

Involving

Headed

Indianapolis — The report along Filmrow
which has been extant for the past several months in regard to a syndicate, headed by Charles M. Olson, operator of the
Lyric Theatre, taking over a number of
Indianapolis theatres, is now a fact. In
all nine theatres are involved.
This week details of the deal were given
out by Mr. Olson. The theatres include
the Uptown, Ritz, St. Clair, Oriental and
Strand, operated by R. R. Bair; the Vogue
Theatre operated by Carl Niesse and the
Apollo, owned by Olson and currently being operated by Fourth Avenue Amusement
Co. as a move-over house for their firstrun downtown theatres. In addition the
Rivoli Theatre on the East Side which is
also owned by Olson and which is under
lease to Joe Cantor.
Mr. Olson is well known to Indiana theatremen as he operated the old Alhambra Theatre on Washington St., since torn
down, for a number of years and at one
time retired from the theatre business.
His retirement was short lived as the
lure of the theatre business was too strong.
The officers of the new Charles M. Olson

Anti-Dual Measure
Not Disturbing
Chicago— -While the bill introduced
in the house of representatives of the
Illinois legislature

to ban

tures on the ground
to health
over

is ready

atre interests do
it.

Exhibitor

they

said

are

fea-

local the-

not

perturbed

seem

when

that even

queried

by

though

the

bill should pass the house, they would
not start active opposition to it until
it reaches the senate. It is there that
public hearings
where B<&K and

would be held and
other local interests

who

apparently are opposed to banning duals would make
their fight
against the bill.
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C

of the bills.

Enterprises

Nine

are

Chas.

Olson,

president;

Niesse,

general manager. They will establish offices at 321 Traction Terminal
Bldg, in the next few days.
to acquiring the above theacompany has announced an

extensive

building program with the construction of three new de luxe theatres.
One is to be constructed in the vicinity
of 38th and Meridian Streets, another in

Irving, suburb in the east part of Indianapolis, and another on West Washington
Street. W. A. Brennan Co. will be in
charge of the selection of property sites
for the new theatres.
In addition to the building program outlined by the new company, the theatres
just taken over are scheduled for extensive
remodeling. Mr. Niesse announces there
will be no changes at the present time in
the personnel.

Vetoes an Amendment
Signs Above

for

Canopies

Madison, Wis. — Mayor James R. Law
has vetoed the amendment to the city
ordinance which would permit signs above
theatre canopies.
The amendment was adopted following
action against Edward Benjii, manager of
the

Capitol Theatre, on charges of violating the ordinance. Upon its adoption

by the council, the action
atre was withdrawn.

against

the the-

Under
which
the

the old sign ordinance, no installations were permitted above canopies
extend more than four feet from

front of the building. The
ment removed this restriction.

amend-

Mayor Law gave as his reasons for
vetoing the amendment his belief that it
would be a hazard to the fire department
in fighting fires on these buildings and
that

Senator Joe Mendel of Chicago.
bill No. 397 makes punishable by
not less than $10 nor more than
exhibitor who permits any child
years of age to enter his theatre

after 9 o’clock, or to remain in the theatre
after 10 o’clock in the evening, if the
child entered prior to 9 o’clock.
Senate Bill No. 398 calls for a state

Jean Marks, vice-president; E. M. Olson,
treasurer, R. R. Bair, secretary, and Carl

In addition
tres, the new

Chicago — Bills calling for divorcement
of exhibition from distribution, for a state
censorship board, and for regulation of
child admissions to theatres have been
introduced into the Illinois state legislature
by State
Senate
a fine of
$200, any
under 14

by Olson

a menace

for action,

leaders,

BOXOFFICE,

double

is spon-

I introduce."
Morris Leon-

any

State Senator Joe Mendel
Introduces Proposals;
Second Reading Due

it would in general lead to confusion and unsightly appearances on many

of the city’s principal
The ordinance is an

thoroughfares.
old one, but it is

censor

board of three persons, whose salaries are not determined by the bill. All
pictures would have to be submitted to the
board for review, at a cost of $3 per 1,200
feet or fraction thereof, plus an additional
$3 for every additional print used in the
state. All fees are to go into the school
fund of the state.
Every print would be required to carry
a certificate of registration to be shown
on the leader of each complete feature or
short, of approximately four feet. The
bill also calls for the supervision of banners, posters, ad copy, etc., by the same
censor board, which would be a part of the
state department of registration and education. Violation of the bill would be punishable by fine of not less than $100, nor
more than $500, or imprisonment in jail
not to exceed one year, or both.
Senate
of any

bill No. 399 calls for divorcement
producer-distributor

owned

houses

in Illinois within thirty days after enactment of the bill. Violation of the bill is
punishable by $10,000 fine, a year in jail,
or both.
The bill reads, in part: “It shall be
unlawful for any motion picture theatre to
be operated in this state which is owned,
controlled, managed, or operated, in whole
or in part, by any producer or distributor
of motion picture films or in which any
such

producer or distributor has any interest, direct or indirect, legal or equitable,

through stock ownership or otherwise.”
It also calls for an annual report by
each theatre owner to the state that there
is no producer-distributor
theatre.

interest

in his

All of the bills have been referred to the
committee on license and miscellany and
are due for their second reading soon.

only recently that attempts have been made
to enforce it. A three-fourths vote is required to override the
it is doubtful whether

mayor’s veto and
supporters of the

amendment will be able to secure
cient votes to defeat the veto.

suffi-
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Here Are the Assembled

Monogram

Conventioneers

in Chicago —

Group photograph of the delegates to the seventh annual convention which was held at the Drake Hotel and ran four
days. Among those at the dais are George W. Weeks, Henri Elman, W. Ray Johnston, Scott Dunlap and Edward A. Golden.
pictures on his 1939-40 schedule will have
some locale of particular interest to the
South American market. In the Tailspin
Tommy series, featuring John Trent, one

Monogram Is Alert
To Latin Market
By

GENE

film will be titled, "Wings Over the Andies.” Movita will appear in one to be
called “The Girl From Rio,” while one of
the Boris Karloff series will be named

RICH

Chicago — Monogram will not be caught
napping in the South American market,
toward which so many of the American
film companies are looking for additional
revenue. Take it from Norton V. Richey,
foreign manager, and Scott Dunlap, in
charge of production on the west coast.
Both

gave

their views

to Boxoffice

dur-

ing the company’s convention here.
“Monogram is not asleep as far as South
America is concerned,” said Ritchey. “Last
year I covered the entire South American
field and arranged individual distribution
setups in every country. We will have

“Mr.

Wong

in Havana.”

All of the company’s product
offered in the South American
though no Spanish-language
be made by Monogram.

will be
market,

product

will

“The South American situation is going
to be big, and Monogram will get its
share,” said Dunlap.

Sights Showmanship
Revival Trend

some

Chicago — "The thing that gives me the
biggest kick about this business of ours
now is that the motion picture exhibitor
is going back to the picture business

up a few Spanish-language pictures either
in Hollywood or Mexico for distribution

again.” said Scott Dunlap, Monogram
duction head, at the convention. “He
( Continued on page 18)

pictures on our program next season, too, that will have definite appeal
for that territory. Besides we may pick

in South America.”
Ritchey said that

the

South

proreal-

countries are becoming motion picture conscious, that there is a vast building boom
of theatres going on at present. He added
that while Argentine pictures — mostly those
of the two top companies, Lumiton and
Argentina Sonofilm — are getting better,
and while there is competition from Mexican and French companies, American companies are more than holding their own
in the South American market, and in the
long run will gain supremacy.
German films, he added, are presenting

over

salvage

of the continental

ropean market “as soon as everyone gets
the jitters and we can make some

long-term contracts again.”
Dunlap said that between

36

Eu-

six and

eight

Chicago — Frivolity

and

good

fellowship

dominated the scene as Monogram executives were hosts to Monogram franchise
holders and salesmen, and numerous Chicago exhibitors, at the concluding event
of the convention here, the banquet.
Speakers

included

President

W.

Ray

Johnston; Eddie Golden, vice-president in
charge of distribution; Scott R. Dunlap,
vice-president in charge of production;
George Weeks, general sales manager; Ed
Kuykendall, president of MPTOA; A1 Steffes, president of Northwest Allied.
Only serious vein of the evening was
the presentation of tokens from the franchise holders and salesmen to executives
of the company. Gifts were received by
Johnston, silver goblet set; Dunlap, silver
cocktail set; Golden, wardrobe trunk;
Weeks, overnight traveling bag; John S.

general sales manager, wrist-watches. All
received scrolls that were signed by the
salesmen and franchise
vention.
Entertainment was

holders

at the con-

furnished

through

the courtesy of Balaban & Katz, and
erous Chicago night clubs.

num-

Golden Cites 6,000 Monogram
Contracts in the Bag

more

considerable

Of Congenial Host

Harrington, manager of film and accessories, desk light set; Lou Lifton, publicity director, gladstone bag; Leon Fromkess, treasurer, and Lloyd Lind, assistant

American

propaganda than quality and, consequently, are losing out.
Ritchey reported business in England the
best in years, and predicted there will be

Monogram Plays Role

Chicago — Edward

Talks of Plans —
W.

Ray Johnston, Monogram president, in an informal moment gives

the lowdown on the Monogram
cago convention to Eugene D.
Boxoffice Central editor.

ChiRich,

M. Golden,

vice-presi-

dent in charge of distribution for Monogram, was one of the most enthusiastic
executives at the annual convention here.
“Yes sir,” he told Boxoffice, “we passed
the 6,000-mark in exhibitor accounts this
year, our biggest to date, and we will no
(Continued on page 38)
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Not a Secret

Monogramettes
By

GENE

RICH
Chicago — It was

Chicago — Ray Johnston and Scotty Dunlap were plugging their own particular

the clasps from Archie Silverman, prominent independent exhibitor from Providence, R. I., who was here at the time.

Spellman,

the

youngster

who

brat,
have
great
some
that

to which Marty came back, “he may
been when you knew him but he’s a
kid and a swell guy now.” If only
of Hollywood’s adults were more like
youngster.

Howard Stubbins of Los Angeles was
given jibes from all sides about the west
coast fair. Some of the boys even put up
banners advertising
his suite.
Frankie

Darro

The Men

had

Gotham’s

everyone

big fair in

in hysterics

of Monogram

conCity.

They began with a cocktail party at the
Drake Hotel, convention headquarters,
where news service representatives, radio

By the way, Eddie Golden found Silverman, who operates the key-run Strand in
Providence, as he was about to board a

Martin

to film fans

Arriving a couple of days ahead of the
convention proper, Lou Lifton, publicity
head, and his aid, Manny Reiner, had
things steaming at full speed by the time
the first sessions got under way.

the San Francisco “county” fair, as one
of the easterners termed it. Both received

stars in “Streets of New York,” is a great
trouper and defends all Hollywood. Said
someone that Jackie Cooper was a little

secret

at large vention
in wasChicago
thatinMonogram’s
being held
the Windy

world’s fairs. Johnston had a New York
fair tie clasp, while Dunlap had one from

train for the east, after a three-week
Hollywood vacation. So Silverman stayed
over and enjoyed the convention with the
boys.

no

network announcers,
paper folk gathered
Monogram gossip.

Trent Obliges —
Popular at the convention was Monogram player John Trent, former TWA
pilot. Here he does the autograph
formalities for air hostesses Geraldine
Marvin and Eunice Fike.
with his skits, especially
Adolf Hitler.

his take

off on

Harold Flavin, who has his own poster
printing outfit in New York now, and was
formerly a press agent, came out with the
New York contingent “for a rest,” he said.
He no more than got here but was put
to work by Lou Lifton and Manny Reiner.
Everybody

of importance

newspapers,

on

the

daily

trade press and radio commentators, was in attendance at the pre( Continued on next page)

and trade and newsfor hours seeping in

Out of all this came,

among

other breaks:

Appearances of Martin Spellman, John
Trent and Frankie Darro on radio stations WGN, WCFL, and the Columbia
network.
Story

breaks

in every

newspaper

in the

city — five of them — at various times during the convention. Most of the papers
used picture breaks, too.
Pictures of W. Ray Johnston, the players and others releasing the new photocarrier pigeons of the Chicago American.
Frankie
men’s

Darro

association

as a judge
beauty

at a business

contest.

Personal appearances of Darro
man at the Oriental Theatre.
Stories
Chicago
ment.

and

pictures

Tribune’s

with

Golden

and Spell-

Darro
Gloves

on the
tourna-

Take Time Out to Eat —

Monogram franchise holders at dinner meeting in Chicago, reading clock-wise and starting at lower left-hand corner:
J. S. Harrington, manager film and accessories; John W. Mangham, Atlanta; A. M. Goldstein, Seattle; Mel Hulling, San
Francisco; Ray Olmstead, Los Angeles; John Franconi, Dallas; Joseph Felder, New York; J. R. Wilson and Lloyd Lind,
home office; Lon Fidler, Denver; Harry Berkson, Buffalo; Bill Hurlbut, Detroit; Harry Bachman, Washington; Leon
Fromkess, home office; Eddie Golden, home office; W. Ray Johnston, Scott R. Dunlap, George Weeks, Norton V. Ritchey,
foreign manager; Steve Broidy, Boston; George West, Cincinnati, St. Louis and Kansas City; Ben Welansky, Boston; Robert Taylor, St. Louis; S. J. Francis, Omaha; Forrest W. Judd, Des Moines; Lester Durland, Kansas City; Carr Scott, Oklahoma City; Charles Weiner and Ben Nathanson, Minneapolis; Nate Schultz, Cleveland; Henri Elman, Chicago; Bill Onie
Cincinnati; Sam Rosen, Philadelphia; and Charles Trampe, Milwaukee.
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Carl Harthill Honored

Monogramettes
(Continued

from

preceding

At Monogram

Meet
JOSEPH

page)

*

convention publicity-seeking cocktail party
which Lifton and Reiner pulled at the
Drake.

Kirsch

Henri Elman
of Filmrow.”
There

was

— Marc

of Illinois Allied alluded
of Chicago,

as the

a literary gent

Goldman,

Ernest

“Mayor

manager.

John Trent, the handsome ex-aviator
who turned actor for Monogram, was in
for a lot of kidding after he did a stint
on

that cereal company’s show, in exchange for a Monogram plug. They kept

calling him “Corn Flakes” Trent. And
joke was that he did the commercial

the
for

Kellogg’s.
Tablecloth

scribblings

from

the

banquet:

John

Indianapolis

—

Carl

Harthill,

branch

manager of Capitol-Monogram Pictures
here, has returned from the Monogram
sales convention in Chicago quite jubilant over the honor paid him by company
officials in the presentation of a luggage
portfolio

and

to

scription on the watch reads: “Presented
Harthill by Monogram Pictures

Carl

a bill fold watch.

The

in-

Corp. for outstanding salesmanship.”
Oh yes, the reason for this honor. Carl
tied for second place in individual sales
during the 1938-39 season.
Also in attendance from here was Miss
Mildred Winer, one of the few women
bookers in the business.

A1 Steffes and Ed Kuykendall got plenty
of laughs out of the convention when each
made

the other’s

speech.

Dick

Sachsel’s “Pete Protoplus” impersonation was a classic, and George Weeks
appeared to be a relieved sales manager
when he was finally let in on the gag.
The St. Louis salesman and booker, Les
Levy, displayed a good singing voice . . .
There were plenty of songs offered during
Johnston’s song-fest, led by Ray himself singing “When Irish Eyes Are Smiling.” Other impromptu singers of the same
song were Kuykendall, Scotty Dunlap, and

Monogram Passes 6,000
Mark in Contracts
(Continued
doubt

Johnny

Harrington’s.

Harry Smythe, district manager for TriNational Pictures, whose office is in Monogram here, did a swell m. c. job.
John Trent, Marty Spellman and
Frankie Darro were in for a busy evening
of autographing for the waiters . . . Incidentally, Darro proved himself as an excellent entertainer and showed that he
was ready for more than the usual roles
he has been getting lately in films.
Among the Chicago guests at the banquet were Jack Rose, Walter Immerman,
Dave Balaban, Abe Platt, Joe Kaufman,
Mannie Stutz, Jack Kirsch, John Dromy,
Charles Ryan, Leo Solomon,
heimer, Dick Sachsel, Johnny
Stanley Butte, Charlie
kos, Moe Wells (who

38

Lou ReinMednikow,

Miller, Van Nomihad the orchestra

go

way

1939-40.”
Referring

in

L. Miller made

as

the

In-

fire

a trip to his home
break in
there a
reported
time in

from

beyond

indirectly

page

that

36)

next

year

to the trade

prac-

“And today as we close our convention,”
he continued, “it is most gratifying to
us that this policy has compensated our
company to the point where over 6,000
exhibitors have extended their hand of
friendliness to us.
“We are proud of the appellation that
has been applied to our company that
Monogram is, was, and always will be
friend.”

and

troubadours

strolling

plugging

his

songs again), Sam Tishman, Dave Wallerstein, Max Fellerman of the RKO
film
booking office in New York; Nate Platt,
Eddie Brunnell, Joe Pastor, Joe Weiss,
Jack

Sampson, Tippy Harrison,
ban, and Abe Kaufman.

John

operator

of

will indeed be an “ Oddity
Have you ever seen one?

the

Strand,

in the News."

John Butler, formerly with Superior
Pictures here, was a visitor. He is now in
the newspaper business.
Along the Row: Joe Schillmg, Conner sville; Harry V onderschmitt and Art Clark,
Bloomington; D. D. Lee, Cayuga; George
Mailers, Tipton; Harry Van Noy, Anderson; Leonard Sowar, Muncie; Doyle Carter, Bloomington.
Nick Paikos, operator of the Diana Theatre, Tipton, was limping along Filmrow
with a cane this week. Claims he twisted
his knee while getting out of his car.

in

“We have long ago earned for ourselves
the name of the ’friendly company,’ and
we always have practiced that policy under the leadership of W. Ray Johnston.
We have never deviated from that policy,
and always have strived for the square
deal and a fair shake ever since we entered the film business.

the exhibitors’

Boice,

Warsaw, one of the few theatres in Indiana featuring a local weekly newsreel,
is said to be spending considerable time
and effort training swans. A trained swan

Dunlap Sights Revival
Oi Real Showmanship

tice discussions, Golden said: “Our policy of exhibitor friendship speaks for itself; it needs no regulation.

Ray

“Silent Al” Steffes, who went through the
motions, but whose voice was really

resigned

Mrs. W. C. Carpentier, wife of “Bill”
Carpentier, former field representative for
the ITO of Ohio, is recuperating after a
major operation. She is still confined in
a hospital here.

Marc just sold a story, “Happiness Girl,”
to the Monogram production department.

them from the auto city were Clive Waxman, new salesman, George Custer and
Lou Greenley.

has

inspection

many weeks, Perc remained in Bloomington on the day he usually makes his weekly trip to Filmrow.

to

It was Bill (Barney Oldfield) Hurlbut
of Detroit, Harlan Starr, manager of the
Detroit exchange, swore Bill tore down the
highway as they drove to the Windy City
like a tornado. Others who drove with

theatre

town of Brazil, Ind., no doubt to
his new car and give his friends
look-see . . . Percy Gladden is
under the weather. For the first

in the crowd

Pittsburgh

J. SCHERER
of

diana Fire Marshal’s office to become
chief at Hammond, Ind.

Announcement of the Jackie Cooper pictures for next season got a big hand from
the conventioneers.
Jack

head

(Continued

from

page

16)

izes after all that the picture is the main
thing in his business, and is forgetting
about bank nights, raffles, dance nights,
dustry.
and
all the other
“We

make

tripe that hurts

the in-

the pictures in Hollywood

for

the
up
sell
the

exhibition of motion pictures, and it’s
to the theatre man to decide how to
them. And they are learning now that
old-fashioned method of real showmanship is the best way and that dance halls,
premiums, etc., are for the men who want
to get into those particular fields, and
that the two

don’t mix

properly.”

But the War
Still On

Is

Chicago — A high humor note of the
Monogram
convention banquet here
had

Al

Steffes,

Allied

wheelhorse,

in-

troduced by Eddie Golden as Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA president, and Kuykendall as Steffes. The Allied stalwart
proceeded to lambast Allied in the Kuykendall vein, and Kuykendall poured
it on MPTOA
in the Steffes manner.
This to the
diners.

huge

amusement

of

the

Bala-
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Chicago Filmrow Girls
gDDIE CANTOR’S next picture, to be
made this time for M-G-M, will be a
musical, starting in August, he said as
he stopped off here en route to New York
for continuation of his radio show there
during the first part of the Gotham Pair.

and
Jack

“ This’ll Make
Buchanan.

You

Whistle,”

with

Ben Kalmenson, Warner southern and
western general sales manager, was here
this week, conferring with Henry Herbel.

It’s “Commodore” George Topper now.
Get George to tell you all about how he
maneuvered himself and his wife back to
the California mainland after they were
stalled in the Pacific Ocean in a boat.

Columbia’s “Blondie”
Singleton,
of the famous comic strip,
in Penny
the series
appeared at several B&K houses this week,
during her stopover from New York en
route back to the coast.

There were 115 in the special trains that
went to and from Hollywood for the
United Artists convention from here. Eleven-car special trains were used, going out
on the Santa Fe and returning by the
northern Union Pacific routes.

B&K
dickering too long on Eleanor
Powell for the Chicago Theatre lost the
M-G-M star and her revue. The unit goes
to the Palace Theatre the week of May 26.

Cole Porter, through Chicago on TWA,
stopped to tell the local folks that he was
en route to Hollywood to write the songs
for M-G-M’s “super-colossal” dance film,
which will star Fred Astaire, Eleanor Powell, Buddy Ebsen and George Murphy.
Sid Selig, formerly with his brother at
the Gem Theatre on South State St., and
connected with Filmack Trailer Co., comes
out of hibernation at Elkhart, Ind., long
enough to postcard us that he is enjoying his post as assistant to Sid Holland,
city manager there, for Indiana-Illinois
Theatres.
The

Three

Ritz

Brothers

were

here

en

route this week to Detroit for a week’s
daffiness at the Fox Theatre. They arrived on the Santa Fe Chief.
Mr.

and Mrs. Elmer Benesch have invited their friends in the industry to a
reception in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of

Incidentally, Frankie Smith of the Palace, says the RKO offices are still dickering for Orson Welles and a unit for the
Palace later on.
Alex

Forbes,

the United

chief night

watchman

Artists’ Theatre,

at

died recently.

Among the film lights on A. D. Lasker’s
private golf course last Sunday were Jack
Shumow of M-G-M, Roy Bruder, Harry
Balaban and Joe Kaufman.
All B&K managers were guests of Walter Immerman, Monday night at the Chicago Theatre for “Union Pacific.” The
mezzanine for the same night was sold out
to Union Pacific employes in Chicago.
Word was received here this week of
the death in Santa Monica, Cal., of Roy
Seery, former First National branch manager in Chicago. Seery left here in 1927.

Troy.

H. M. Warner stopped through en route
to New York Tuesday. He made one of his
infrequent visits to the local exchange
and chatted briefly with Jimmy Coston,
Henry Herbel, Tom
Gilliam and Bill
Brumberg.

Did you know that we have a new tradepaper representative in our midst? Ask
Beth Morganstern of Allied.

Irving Pick has taken over the local office of Progressive Premium Co., New
Haven, on a franchise basis. Bob Lippert

their

son, Bernard, next Sunday
noon, May 21, at their home, 2953

afterNorth

Jack Miller is confined to Michael Reese
Hospital where he underwent an operation
this week . . . Irving Barnett of the Savoy
Theatre is back on the job after a minor
operation . . . Ben Feldman, manager of
the United Artists Theatre, is recovering
from a wrenched back he suffered in a bus
accident recently . . . Elmer Immerman,

TRADE
■77, A

HANDY

It’s Christ Otto, “czar” of the Film
Softball League, now. They gave Otto
the title, when he got all of the boys together and finally got the league under way
for another season.
The
those

June releases for Chicago announced last week inadvertently omitted
of Sack Amusement Enterprises,

which are: “Vengeance of Rannah,” and
“Silver Trail," both with Rin Tin Tin jr.,
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Chicago

— Preliminary

efforts

toward

organization of a Filmrow Girls’ Club
were started Thursday night at the Congress Hotel, when girls representing the
various exchanges attended.
Definitely non-union and
proposed
wholly for social and charitable purposes,
the plan has the backing of the various
exchange managers on the Row.
Temporary committee of the organization consists of Selma Hackman of 20th
Century-Fox, Ila Elwood of Metro,
Beth Morganstern of Allied Theatres.
Several

and

of the exchange managers, including Jack Osserman of RKO
Radio;

Clyde Eckhardt of 20th Century-Fox, and
Allied’s Jack Kirsch, were scheduled as
some of the speakers at the initial organization meeting.
First plans of the organizers are for the
assumption of some worthy charity by the
girls and the sponsorship
to aid that charity.

of social events

Star in Wanger
Hollywood — Loretta

Film

Young

has signed a

one-picture deal with Walter Wanger to
star in “Whose Wife,” from an original by
Gene Towne and Graham Baker. Tay
Garnett will direct.

Republic Title Change
Hollywood — Republic’s “Tidal Wave”
has been retitled “S. O. S. Tidal Wave.”
remains

as general
gressive here.

sales manager

for Pro-

Allied's offices in the Exhibitors’
ing are being redecorated.
New

Build-

projection machines and sound, together with other equipment, have been

sold by National Theatre Supply’s office
to Roy E. Coats for his Bowen Theatre in
Bowen, 111.

DIRECTORY
GUIDE

FOR

THE

EXHIBITOR

-

CHICAGO

after a three-week illness, is back at the
Garrick Theatre. During his absence, Jim
Thompson pinch-hit for him.
Clyde Eckhardt, 20 th Century-Fox
branch manager, was in Milwaukee, Monday, attending the house warming of the
new exchange of the company.

Propose Social Club
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Indiana ATO Moves
Convention Dates
Indianapolis — A shift in dates to July 5,
6 and 7 for the mid-summer convention
of the Associated Theatre Owners of Indiana, with the Spink-Wawasee Hotel,
Lake Wawasee, the location resulted from
the meeting here
board of directors.

of

the

organization’s

“The dates previously had been set for
June 20, 21 and 22,” said a board spokesman, “but it was thought that as the
exhibitors would be busy then with promotional activity for July 4, the three
days immediately following the holiday
would afford a better opportunity for relaxation and enjoyment of the gathering.”
Among organization actions was a decision to restrict the various trade bulletins and other services to the membership.
Present at the board meeting were:
H. Lisle Krieghbaum, Rochester; W. T.
Studebaker, Logansport; Maurice Rubin,
Michigan City; Roy E. Harrold, Rushville;
I. R. Holycross, Anderson; Sam Neall,
Kokomo; Walter F. Easley, Greensburg;
Ernie

Miller, Harry Markun, Frank Sanders, Tom C. Baker, Earl Bell, Oscar Kuschner and Don R. Rossiter, all of Indianapolis.

Film Transit Service
Again After Huddles
Indianapolis — As the result of negotiations between the ATOI and the Indiana
Film Transit Co., service has been restored
to the Busco Theatre, Churubusco, operated by Fred Pennell, and to the Kent at
South Whitley, operated by Don LeBrun.
Film transit service was discontinued
about six weeks ago when Indiana Film
maintained that in order to retain these
theatres on their schedule they would be
forced to violate the federal wage and
hour laws. However, by rearranging their
schedules, these theatres are now included
in regular service.

Missouri High Court
^"HE local Variety Club Tent presented two
therapy tanks to the Milwaukee Children’s hospital last week. Miss Sophie
Yoerg received the tanks in behalf of the
hospital from Ben Miller, secretary of the
club.
Mrs. Anna Winter, 55, first organist ever
to perform at the console of the Alhambra
Theatre organ when it was installed years
ago, died last week in a local hospital.
She is survived by her husband, a son and
a daughter.
The Alhambra Theatre, which has been
showing subsequent runs, is reported going
to vaudeville shortly.
The General Theatre Co. has taken over
the Rex at Oshkosh. Incorporators of the
firm are Wesley J. Ladwig, Harley W.
Bender and Robert C. Born.
B. E. Marker, projectionist at the Beverly Theatre, Janesville, was married recently to Miss Dorothy Peterson.
Children of St. Joseph’s Orphanage were
guests of the Strand Theatre management
in Green Bay at a showing of “Huckleberry Finn’’ and “Home on the Prairie.”
Fredric March, film star, has donated
the first $500 to the fund to pay for the
new type lighting control which is to be
installed in the University Theatre, now
nearing completion at Madison. March is
an alumnus of the University of Wisconsin.
Jack Yeo, Burlington exhibitor, again
will operate the Riviera ballroom at Lake
Geneva this summer.

Corps

Reunion

Milwaukee — Walter Connolly, film star,
has indicated his intention of attending
the Midwest Marine Corps reunion here
June 3 and 4.

them

during

a

stay

of execution

of the

court’s orders, pending an appeal to the
Missouri supreme court. This action by the
court leaves the assets and affairs of Local
No. 143 in charge of James
who was appointed receiver.
Judge

Oakley

A. McKeown,

also overruled

the motion

by Attorney Roberts on behalf of the defense intervenors to vacate the order appointing the receiver.
When

Paul Dillon of counsel for the defendants asked the court the amount of

a supersedeas bond, Judge Oakley responded that he had anticipated the question
and

and

had

reached the conclusion the defendants were not entitled to a supersedeas. If this stay had been granted, Nick
Weston could have taken charge of

Local

No. 143 again pending
come of the litigation.

the final out-

“The court is firmly of the opinion the
greatest injustice and irreparable damage
would result to the exercise and enjoyment of the personal rights of the individual members of Local No. 143, and
the union, if the receiver be super-

seded pending the appeal by the defendants, who the court concluded are directly
responsible for the thoroughly inequitable
condition found to exist in the internal
affairs of Local No. 143, and for which

Blame

the eve-

ning, “Sons of Liberty,” the Warner
Technicolor two-reeler, based on the roles
Salomon and Morris played in the American Revolution, will have its world premiere.

40

denied

state supreme

Chicago— Final plans are being completed for the Haym Salomon Memorial
Dinner to be held Sunday night, May 21,
at the Stevens Hotel. Proceeds of the $10
banquet will go toward a memorial to be
erected to Salomon, Robert Morris and
George Washington, in Grant Park.
Addresses during the evening will be
broadcast nationally over three networks.
The NBC Blue network, through WENR,
will broadcast from 9:30 to 10:30 p. m.;
CBS, through WBBM, from 9:45 to 10:30
p. m., and Mutual System, through WGN,
from 9:30 to 10:15 p. m. Harry Warner is
and

Monday, May 1, Judge Oakley denied Nick and Weston a new trial and also

Nick and Weston and the intervenors
have filed affidavits for appeal to the

Plans lor

to attend,

On

no monetary bond could give adequate recompense,” Judge Oakley said. He said his
ruling also applied to the defense intervenors.

Patriotic Banquet

expected

St. Louis — Munroe Roberts, attorney for
defense intervenors, has announced that
he will apply to the Missouri supreme
court for a writ of mandamus to compel
Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oakley to permit
the posting of a supersedeas bond by
John Nick, vice-president of IATSE, and
Clyde A. Weston, business manager of Local No. 143 of the operators union in connection with the ouster suit decided against
the defendants.

within

To Marine

Liberty and Dana were the other Indiana towns affected by the discontinuance of service.

Completing

Writ to Be Sought

Over

court.

Slump

on Change

to 'Fast' Time

Chicago — The

change

to daylight

sav-

ing time was given as the reason for boxoffice takes being off considerably during
the last several days.
In the loop the only standout

xin' —president
Ast Jack
RelaKirsch,
Jus
Theatres

of Allied
of Illinois, right, basked in

the sunlight at Hot Springs, Ark., during his recent vacation, first since he
took over the post. Left is Joseph
Stein of Chicago, real estate operator.
The picture comes to Boxoffice
through its Wabash Avenue Filmrow
operative,
er-Made.

Johnny

Mednikow

of Trail-

of all the

attractions was Warner’s “Dark Victory,”
which continued to stand ’em in the lobby
at the Roosevelt Theatre, where it was
moved for a second week after a big initial
stanza at the Chicago. The film was set
for a third loop week.
“Union Pacific,” despite an outstanding
advance campaign, had only a good week,
with a second week set at the Chicago.
Universal’s “Three Smart Girls Grow Up”
limped through its second week at the
Palace, while all else including M-G-M’s
“Lucky Night,” were off considerably.
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Bank Night Hearings

Crime Programs Hii

Slated in Madison

By Parole Parley
St. Louis — A
resolution viewing with
concern the effect of radio and motion
picture crime dramatizations was stiffened
at the closing sessions of the Central
States Probation and Parole Conference at
Hotel Statler here last week to permit the
conference to take joint action with other
organizations against such entertainment.

Madison, Wis. — Arguments on an order
to show cause in the case of Circuit Judge
Robert S. Cowie vs. the La Crosse Theatres Co. and the Welworth Theatres, Inc.,
both of La Crosse, were scheduled to be
heard late this week before the state supreme court here.
The theatre companies demurred to a
civil action by Judge Cowie in which he
sought discontinuance of Bank Night by
the Rivoli and Hollywood theatres on
charges of being a public nuisance. Their
demurrer was overruled by Circuit Judge

Originally the resolution merely depreciated crime dramatizations, but in the
final form they were amended to read
“the conference recognizes the basic good
intent of the sponsors of radio programs
and motion pictures which dramatize

A. C. Hoppmann, Madison, and the theatre companies filed an appeal on this
decision to the high court.
Following hearing of the arguments, the
court will decide whether the case should
be placed on its calendar for early hearing or be allowed to take its regular course.
Although police officials have raided the
Rivoli Theatre several times, the house
continues to conduct its Bank Night on
Saturdays with the drawing held in some
unrevealed place.

St, Louis Clerics Make
on ",Nazi Spy"
Attack
St. Louis — A number of Protestant
Catholic

and
clergymen from their pulpits on
May 7, denounced Warner Bros.

Sunday,
“Confessions of a Nazi Spy” and urged
the members of their congregations to
stay away from theatres that display the
film. Some charged that the picture is
part of the international propaganda being used to plunge the United States into
war with Germany and Italy to save the
far flung possessions of the British Empire. The forthcoming visit of the British
King and Queen they also regarded as part
of the same plot.

Special Director Meeting
Of Indianapolis Combine
Indianapolis — Tom
manager of Affiliated

crime, but we nevertheless view with concern the development of certain patterns
of thought in the youthful audience which
have all too frequently found expression

Brumm
Milwaukee— Mike

Sells Ritz
Brumm,

exhibitor

on

the city’s north side for 30 years, has relinquished his Ritz Theatre to the FoxWisconsin circuit.
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plan of concerted

ac-

our attitude.”

Real Harm in the Home,
A Film Panel Agrees
Milwaukee — Motion pictures are not
harmful to children, particularly those who
live in happy homes under wise parental
guidance,

Chicago — Leon

Turrou,

ex-G-man,

The
and

author and technical adviser of Warner’s
“Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” was escorted
to Milwaukee for his personal appearance
there before the American Legion and at
the

Warner Theatre by motorcycle officers. He was taken there by Larry Stein,
Warner Theatre zone publicity director,
here.
motorcycle

escort

was

Illinois- Wisconsin border
consin police took over.

changed
where

speakers agreed in a panel discussion at a meeting of the Milwaukee
Films Council.

Better

'Spy Sleuth' to Milwaukee
In Warner Film Buildup

at

Wis-

The

visit in the Wisconsin city was advance ballyhoo for the film, opening shortly at the Warner Theatre.

real danger

is in the possible effect

on the “problem child” whose home life is
unhappy or warped, or on delinquent children whose unstable emotion may be unduly stimulated. It was agreed that in all
cases where children went to films, it was
desirable that parents discuss and explain
the films after the children return home.
Participating in the discussion were Mrs.
Otto L. Falk, West Allis, president of the
Washington School PTA; Miss Mary
Gough, Wauwatosa teacher; the Rev. Herbert W. Blashfield, pastor of Whitefish
Bay Community Church; Dr. Sara Geiger
of the county mental hygiene clinic, and
Miss Merle Miller of the Family Welfare
Ass’n.

Closed to Remodel
St. Louis — The 800-seat Mikado Theatre, which has been under lease to the
St. Louis Amusement Co., will be closed
until completion of an improvement program estimated to cost about $50,000.

No Fast Time
Madison, Wis. — The state legislature’s
second bill to repeal Wisconsin’s law prohibiting daylight savings time was killed
last week.

some

tion for conveying

gion.

The

buying and booking combine, held a special meeting Tuesday of the board of directors at the Chamber of Commerce
Bldg.
Board members include Percy Dickson,
Eagles Theatre, Wabash; Roy Harrold,
Princess, Rushville; Frank Carey, Colonel,
Lebanon; Paul Meloy, Strand, Shelby ville;
Herb Johnson, Madison, Madison; Walter
Easley, K. of P. Theatre, Greensburg;
Bruce Aspley, Glascow, Kentucky.

in formulating

The advance ballyhoo for Warners’
“Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” is Leon
G. Turrou, shown above as he arrived
aboard the TWA Skyclub at the Chicago airport. From there he was
escorted by Larry Stein, Warner publicity director in this zone, to Milwaukee where he spoke at the Warner
Theatre and before the American Le-

the

C. Baker, general
Theatres, Inc., film

in anti-social acts;****and resolve a committee be appointed to approach other
national organizations and join with them

Spy Sleuth Via Sky —

The "Jack-Rabbits"
Coming Out
Milwaukee — "lack-rabbit" exhibitors
again are expected to be numerous in
Wisconsin this summer. Towns already
booking weekly film include Amherst,
Nelsonville and Sharon. In each case
the shows
chants.

will be backed

by local mer-

Indianapolis Theatre
Closes for Summer
Indianapolis — The

Indiana

Theatre

has

been

closed for the summer. The reopening will be in September. Col. Ken Collins
will return to his office at the Apollo
Theatre. Pictures originally scheduled for
the Indiana will be split between the
Apollo

and

Circle.
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COMETHING
apparently is radically
wrong. Almost an entire week has

“Chick,” who masterminds
really thrilled recently when

passed without John P. Nick, vice-president of the IATSE, breaking into print in
a big way. The papers attempted to
make up for it by complimenting editorial-

as judge for a “baby” contest and then he
learned that the contestants were really
babies.

ly Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oakley’s decisions in the legal moves in connection with
the ouster suit against Nick and Clyde A.
Weston, business manager for Local No.
143 of the operators union.
The local carnival season is now in full
swing. There is hardly a neighborhood in
town without one or more of these affairs. Early reports are that business is
off compared with 1938 takes for same
period. Cold and rainy weather crimped
their style some.
The American Theatre, the town’s only
legiter, brought its season to a close recently. During the season of 1938-39 a
total of 18 weeks of stage shows appeared
there.
The world's biggest ticket counting task
is now in progress. Within the next several
days more than 750,000 reserve seat tickets
for the 1939 Municipal Opera season must
be sorted at the boxoffice in the lobby of
the Arcade Building. Nat H. Hall, office
manager, who supervises the task, said no
other theatre in the world requires such

Loew’s, was
asked to act

Robert Taylor, local manager for Monogram Pictures, returned from the sales
convention held at the Drake Hotel, Chicago, last week all pepped up for the biggest year in the history of his exchange.
He heard some wonderful news at the Chicago ivory sessions.
The recent report that Clarence Groeteke, Webster Groves, had quit the exhibition end of the film business and contemplated taking over a popular tavern on
Filmrow was in error. Groeteke, who operates the Webster Theatre, 12 th and Clinton Sts. here, instead of quitting the exhibition business, as the report had it, recently took over the Armo Airdome on
Morganford Road, south of Arsenal St. So,
instead

of being an ex-exhibitor,
panding his theatre holdings.

he is ex-

Midget auto racing has started again in
this sector and will provide some extra
competition for the local motion picture
theatres during the remainder of the
spring and summer. Walsh stadium will
be the scene of the local races.

Columbia's Second
Regional May 14
Chicago — Columbia’s second of three regional sales meetings gets under way here
May 14 for three days at the Drake Hotel
with home office executives, personnel of
nine branches and Canada set to attend.
The initial sales meeting wound up a fourday session May 11 in Atlantic City, while
a western meeting gets under way May
20 for three days at the Ambassador Hotel,
Los Angeles.
Home office representatives who will attend include Jack Cohn, Abe Montague,
Rube Jackter, Louis Astor, Louis Weinberg,
Max

J. Weisfeldt, H. C. Kaufman, Maurice Grad, George Josephs, Milton Hannock, Irving Moross, L. L. Savage and I.
Altshuler.
Central

Division

Manager

Carl

Shalit

heads a group from Detroit that includes
H. R. Schilds, R. F. Cloud, G. L. McCoy,
C. H. Townsend and C. Baker.
Midwest Division Manager Phil Dunas
leads a Chicago group including C. W.
Phillips, G. St. Clair, T. Greenwood, F.
Flaherty, I. Joseph and M. Delano.
Other exchanges will be represented as
follows:
Milwaukee — W. G. Craig, branch manager; H. Kaufman, C. Butler, A. J. Gelman
and L. Schubnell.

a lengthy advance period in the preparation of tickets for sale purposes.

The first outdoor performance of
trained elephants, lions and chimpanzees
at the St. Louis Zoo in Forest Park on

A Technicolor sound film “Steel, Man’s
Servant” was shown at a recent meeting
of the Engineers Club of St. Louis, through

Sunday, May 7, attracted 25,000 spectators. No wonder some of the local shows
reported their matinee business was off.

Indianapolis — O. J. Ruby, branch manager; T. J. MacEvoy, S. R. Chapman and
D. Chapman.
St. Louis — C. D. Hill, branch manager;
L. A. LaPlante, J. Bradford, C. Ferris and
R. Mortenson.

Gordon Carter is to succeed Harold Bassage as director of the Little Theatre of
St. Louis.

Minneapolis — H. J. Chapman, branch
manager; M. E. Mazur, I. Marks, D. H.
Conley, M. W. Sgutt, A. L. Aved and W.
Evidon.

the courtesy of E. A. Rieke
can Bridge Company.
Harold

W.

Evens,

of the Ameri-

better

known

as

RKO

Representatives

Hold

" Gateway " Auditions
MARIE FRISINA, daughROSE
ter of Dominic Frisina, Taylorville,
president of the Frisina Theatres Amusement enterprises, was guest soloist with
the Springfield High School band in a
program in the school auditorium.
jyjlSS

“Union Pacific” opened its engagement
at the Orpheum Theatre with excellent
boxoffice returns.
M. E. Berman,
Theatre,
700-seat

offered
theatre

manager

of the Orpheum

the facilities of his 2,for the world premiere

of “Young Mr. Lincoln,” scheduled for
May 30 at the Fox-Lincoln Theatre, seating less than 1,000, but the offer was declined.
The Frisina Amusement
Company's
first annual theatre managers meeting
was scheduled to take place May 10. Thirty
managers from theatres throughout the
circuit were to take part in a full day’s
program of screenings with a luncheon
and dinner followed by a business session
in the evening.
The Frisina Theatre nine defeated
Springfield Junior College 8 to 2 in five
innings May 4.

42

St. Louis — Jack Mulhall, veteran star
of the silent screen and now a goodwill
ambassador
“Gateway
and Harry
tive, have
search for

for

the

RKO-Jesse

Lasky

to Hollywood” talent search,
Reiners, RKO field representabeen in charge of the local
screen possibilities. Auditions

were held at KMOX, CBS outlet here. Mulhall and Reiners also visited the tryouts
for the Municipal Opera choruses and
contacted the Little Theatre, various
school dramatic groups and also made a
round of the night clubs and hotels to
study

the

local talent. At their headquarters in the Park Plaza Hotel they
auditioned their finds and put the local
finalists through recording and still tests.
One St. Louis young man and perhaps one
young woman have a good chance to make
the trip to Hollywood for a studio test
with RKO paying all the expenses.

Des Moines — M. H. Evidon, branch manager; A. B. Leak, M. Goodman, M. L. Godwin and O. Miller.
Kansas City — B. C. Marcus, branch manager; T. Baldwin, W. Bradfield, C. E. Reynolds, H. S. Stulz and Z. Beiser.
Omaha — J. H. Jacobs, branch manager;
E. Dunas, E. L. Brichette, J. Morphet and
R. Adler.
Canada — L. Rosenfeld, general manager;
D. Coplan, general sales manager; A. Cass,
W. Elman, I. Levit and M. S. Bernstein.

Judell Proposes Program
Of 36 Action Pictures
Chicago — Ben Judell, Chicago exchange
operator, and who has been producing on
the west coast, stopped off here en route
to New York, where he said he will complete details for resuming production by
September.
Judell said he would announce “and go
through with” a program of 36 pictures,
all action-melodramas, with moderate
budgets. He will continue distribution
through
changes.

Plans

Fort Wayne

Drive-In

Fort Wayne, Ind. — Roy Gordon, former
manager of the Jefferson and Riley theatres for Quimby, is contemplating a local
drive-in theatre.

independent

Anniversary

state-rights’

ex-

at Portland

Portland, Ind. — Mailers Bros. Hines Theatre is currently celebrating its ninth anniversary. Roger Ludy is manager.
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MINNEAPOLIS EXHIBITORS WORRIED OVER
"LUXURY TAX" PROPOSAL ON ADMISSIONS
Mayor Advocates Levy.
But Exhibitors Fear
closings
Theatre

Buying Combine Plan to Be
iijr
ic n '
Meet
Presented at Allied
Minneapolis — In a move to try “to lower film costs for the independent exhibitor in line with decreasing grosses,” machinery will be set in motion at the Allied
States national convention here June 1315 to organize a national film buying circuit, according to W. A. Steffes, convention chairman, who says that preliminary

Claim Product Sales

Minneapolis — Film exchange heads here
claim new product sales are running above
par. Their business shows gains over the
corresponding 1938 period, they declare,
even though theatre patronage is in a
slump.
Exhibitors are hopeful that the present
downtrend soon will be arrested and they
refuse to permit it to deter them from
buying for the 1939-40 season, according to
the branch managers. In fact, they are
eager to make deals and, as a result, an
unusually large number of contracts have
been closed during the past month, it is
asserted.
speaking,

theatre

owners

sail

along with the companies that have delivered the best boxoffice product in the aggregate the past season, the exchange
heads admit. For this reason M-G-M and
Warner products are most in demand. As
far as this territory is concerned, these
two companies have done the best for exhibitors during 1938-39, the trade points
out.
Year after year, exhibitors say, M-G-M
consistently delivers a high average of boxoffice pictures. It puts the company in an
advantageous
cedes.

sales position, the trade con-

Following its fine 1938-39 lineup, Warner is selling 36 specials, with 24 listed in
the two top groups. Company representatives feel it is justified in cashing in on
the 1938-39 performance and the promising 1939-40 product outlook. Some exhibitors, however, are complaining about the
“demand.”

Minneapolis — Bennie Berger, independent circuit operator, has taken over the
Oxford Theatre, Sauk Center, which has
been closed.
: : May

13, 1939

been

prepared

by Al-

It would be the most powerful buying
circuit in the United States, serving 2,500
independent theatres, individually owned,
throughout the United States, the same
as the heads of large chains buy for their
entire circuits, Steffes says.
With an invitation to attend extended
to all independent exhibitors, and with
producing company executives planning to be present, the convention is expected to be the most important trade
get-together ever held and may result in
a peace pact within the industry.
Such a proposed pact would call for the
settling of as many differences as possible at the meeting itself and a decision
to settle other problems henceforth around
the conference table peacefully, instead of
seeking relief in the legislative halls and
courts.

Minneapolis — Exhibitors here are concerned over a proposal by Mayor George
E. Leach for a “luxury tax,” hitting the
theatres with an additional admission tax.
The

mayor, who led the field for renomination in the primaries just held, advocates the “luxury tax” to help raise funds
for increasing relief needs.
Theatre business is badly off and exhibitors believe it would be necessary for them
to absorb another local admission tax.
They feel it could not be passed along to
patrons without injuring an already sick
boxoffice still further.
The exhibitors point out that costs have
risen substantially during recent years
without any admission boost and with income very much on the downgrade. Any
further aggravation of the present trend,
such as the proposed new admission tax,
would cause numerous theatre insolvencies, they fear.

A second company, RKO, following on
the heels of Paramount, has changed sales

At present the city’s finances are strained to meet the relief needs and the problem of how to raise more funds is one

convention dates so that officials can attend the Minneapolis convention. Originally scheduled for June 16, the RKO convention has been set back to June 19.
Steffes has been informed by W. Ray
Johnston, Monogram president, that he has
changed his plans calling for his presence
in California all next month and, instead,
will come to Minneapolis. So also will

of the gravest confronting the municipality. It even has been proposed that the
salaries of city employes be reduced to aid
in tiding over the emergency.

Herbert Yates, chairman of Republic’s
board, who has postponed his European
trip in order to be here, Steffes says.
Others who just have informed Steffes
that they’ll come to Minneapolis include
Harry Sherman, Paramount producer, and
Spyros and George Skouras.
The open forum on the proposed industry code, with a vote to be taken on the
question of whether it should be ratified
or rejected, is designed to be the most
comprehensive independents expression of
opinion yet registered, Steffes says.

Brainerd, Minn. — The Baer brothers'
Brainerd Theatre here is offering record entertainment bargains. It offers
night,
when

giveaways

plus

first runs

every

except Sunday, for 15 cent admission. Wednesday is dime night
there are double features
dition to a cash giveaway.

Bennie

Berger

has

too. His leading
cents admission.

two

theatres

house

Although they realize the situation’s seriousness, exhibitors are prepared to fight
to the last ditch against the threatened
admission tax.

K. C. Cinema Club Picnic
Scheduled on May 17
Kansas City — Big times are ahead for
the Cinema Club, according to Harry
Wheeler of Paramount, president. On
May 10 the young men’s group held open
house at Variety Club, with a Dutch lunch
and other entertainment. On May 17 is
scheduled the club’s first 1939 picnic at
Swope Park. Hot dogs, pickles, potato
salad, beer and mustard will be the guests
of honor. A large turnout is expected
since
times. the club’s picnics are noted

Record in Bargains
Offered by Baers

cash

Bennie Berger Annexes
Sauk Center Oxford

BOXOFFICE

have

many

Topping Last Year

Generally

plans already
lied leaders.

in adhere,

charges

25

for good

In charge of the picnic is the entertainment committee, composed of Harry Biederman of the Tower, Larry Biechele of
NSS,
west.

and

New

Johnny

Scott

of Republic-Mid-

Eagle Operators

Lexington, Mo. — Hewitt &
Schowee,
partnership, are the new operators of the
Eagle Theatre here. They have taken over
from John C. Young, who has retired due
to ill health.

MW

43

Irving

Schlank

Chicago.

J. Chouinard

UA Pauses
Two

— Pictorial

in Kaycee —

Press

Service

shots of the United Artists sales force from the east, south
west westbound to the annual convention in Los Angeles.

and

Minneapolis — The

Time

Ben

Eisenberg

S. Cramblet

and

of
C.

of Minneapolis.

Photos

mid-

Time Theatre Changes
Foreign Film Policy
sure-seater, under
Gillman, has gone

and

Ralph

Theatre,

to
loop

its new owner, Irving
in for a policy similar

to that of W. A. Steffes’ World, also a
downtown sure-seater. The policy is that
of presenting foreign and unusual pictures.
It has been very successful at the World.
For a starter Gillman is offering three
foreign pictures in a row. He opened with
“Ecstasy,” French film, which previously
had played the World and which ran for
three weeks at the Time, and followed
this with a Russian offering, “Professor
Mamlock,” and another French production, “Story of a Cheat.” Other foreign
pictures also are under contract.
Gillman is calling the house “a TransLux theatre.” He also will play up news
shots and other shorts.

James

Greig

Bradford

of St. Louis

of Kansas

and

Guy

City.

A Letdown Follows
"Pacific" Bow
Omaha — Local

of the big letdown
for
the world
Grosses
were

theatres

felt

after a week

the

effects

of hilarity

premiere
of “Union Pacific.”
affected noticeably.

Even

“Union Pacific” slumped, but regained its composure and finished out the
week strong to move into a holdover at a
heavy clip.

Paramount Print Being
Exhibited lor Reaction
Minneapolis — Jack

Three

generations

Kansas

City

daughter,

Mrs.

her son, Dick.
Union
daddy
in Los

44

UA

of Truogs.
branch

George
Bon

W.

Hayden,

voyage

E.,

manager,
and

stuff at the

Station when daddy and granddeparted for the UA convention
Angeles.

studio

publicity

Dailey,

representative,

Perfect

Paramount

has

been

in town with a print of “Invitation to
Happiness,” exhibiting it at invitational
screenings to obtain audience reactions to
determine if the film should be released
in its present form or altered. Audiences
have included leading club women, social
workers, ministers, etc.

spring

weather

may

have

had

some

effect. A three-day Shrine celebration from five states hit the weekend, coming on the heels of the premiere. Two
successive pageants played before 40,000
by the Shrine groups and the season’s
prize fight cut in perceptibly.

big

But, generally, the talk was the premiere “hangover.” The natives were back
resting and tending their gardens.
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Cl M
^HANKS
Omaha

A

H

A

KMT

to exhibitors and filmites in the
trade territory for the fine assistance and support given Fritz Daly, who

Would

Switch Runs

ion plate, in a sports outfit with
shoes.

even

Paramount

salesman,

will

be back on the job soon. He’s been ill
several weeks . . . Johnny Winn of Grand
National went dancing the other evening
and ended up with an injured ankle. John
was doing a fancy jitterbug step at the
time . . . Carl White of Quality Theatre
Supply is herding a new car.
Bert

Beams,

Auditorium

Theatre,

Red

Cloud, Neb., is happy. The town’s voters
turned down a proposal to build a municipal swimming pool which would not
have helped Bert’s business any . . . Mary
Hansen of RKO has a new hair-do of the
upswing variety . . . Bill Wing of Warner
is vacationing in the hometown of Neligh,
Neb.
P. G. Estes, exhibitor at Parker, S. D„
was on Filmrow last week and told Boxoffice he is hoping to spot a good theatre in the Omaha trade territory. Estes
recently sold his theatre at Parker to Lee
and Tappan . . . Dora McLaren, Warner
cashier, also is vacationing.
Ralph Goldberg, local circuit owner, gets
more of a kick out of the shorts than the
feature at screenings. Ralph has a hearty
chuckle, especially when it’s an animated
cartoon . . . Will Singer, Brandeis manager, has gone to Chicago for a few days,
but will be back by the tune the ponies
start running

Ak-Sar-Ben

Merrill,

Lyric

Theatre,

Edgar,

Neb., is known as the “Edison”
Omaha territory. Merrill is one

of the
of the

practices. Also on the agenda, for discussion at least, will be an independent
buying pool. A study is being made by
Frank Cassil, St. Joseph, president of the
association, and experiences of similar
groups will be submitted at the convention.

to an extent that calls for any radical booking change. They feel business is

Since

bad

all along the line because of generally adverse economic conditions, warm
spring weather coming earlier than usual
a tightening of spending for all luxury lines.
The propagandists for uptown first runs
point out that most of the neighborhood
houses now are newer and more beautiful
than the downtown spots, that they are
located nearer to their prospective patrons,

meeting and guest speakers. There will be
a closed meeting for exhibitor members
only at 3:30 p. m. Friday’s sessions open
at noon, with a closed meeting during the
afternoon and open house and buffet
luncheon for the industry at 5:30 p. m.

that they offer the same shows as downtown plus gift nights and that they have
loop.
free parking facilities unavailable in the

Reopen in Washington,

Ben Friedman Takes Over
Princess in St. James

Mo.

Washington, Mo. — Closed since last June,
the 400-seat Garden here has been rebank

opened by Commonwealth.
is managing.

other exhibitor groups are contemplating similar moves over the country, the

KMTA
wants to sound out member reaction to the possibility of such a plan here,
Cassil said.
The convention will open Thursday
morning with a meeting of the board.
Luncheon will be followed by an open

and

R. V. March-

Minneapolis — Ben Friedman, owner of
the two theatres at Mankato, Minn., and
the Edina and Westgate, suburban houses
here, has acquired the Princess Theatre,
only house in St. James, Minn., from Harry
Nelson. The latter is retiring on account
of ill health.

20th-Fox Title Change
Hollywood — The title of 20th-Fox’s
“The Girl From Brooklyn” has been
changed to “White Lady of the Orient.”
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White

celebrated their 21st wedding anniversary last week. Marie Gamerl of Warner celebrated her eighth.

Exhibitors on Davenport street included
Lou Ireland, Logan, la.; Max Shoemaker,
Tabor, la.; Frank Hollingsworth, Beatrice,
Neb.; John Noffsinger, Madison, Neb.

SUMMER

1 LET THEM

IS JUST

KNOW

AROUND

THE

CORNER

IT'S COOL

|

INSIDE!

DURINGADMAYIS
WITH
IflHI dlbvIAL.I MAILE
IF THIS
°UNTORDER
10% D1)ISC
MAY ^PFPIAI

1
VALANCES AND FLAGS RENTED ON ALL
MAJOR FEATURES AT LOW RENTAL PRICES

W. W. Troxell, who operates several theatres in Nebraska with son, Mort, says
there have been a lot of good rains in
the state. That means better business for
the exhibitor next fall . . . Carl and Hazel

:: May

trade practice code, and complaints by exhibitors on specific items of unfair trade

disinclined to believe that the neighborhood houses are cutting into the loop first

state’s oldest exhibitors. He built his own
sound and air-cooling equipment and installed his own light system . . . C. A.
Craig, Strand Theatre, Pierce, Neb., was
on the Row this week. Also Charles Stuart,
Mayfair, Shenandoah, la.

BOXOFFICE

at the Hotel President here Thursday and Friday, May 25 and 26.
Exhibitors will discuss the Neely antiblock booking and blind selling bill, the

track.

The Paramount exchange is going great
guns in the drive, now placing third in
the nation. Ike Rubin is second among
salesmen and Wendell Overturf is first
among ad sales.
Bruce

Ass’n

for many outstanding pictures. However, there’s a rub — uptown trade, too, has
been far below normal.
Most of the industry leaders here are

runs

Pool Up
pected to attend the 21st annual convention of the Kansas-Missouri Theatres

Minneapolis — Some figures in local trade
circles wish they could switch first runs

about “Exile Express” that he’s talking to
himself . . . Leon Dizon, the Warner flash-

B. A. Tomte,

at Meet;

Kansas City — At least 200 exhibitors
from western Missouri and Kansas are ex-

to the neighborhoods and suburban situations and turn the loop houses into second and subsequent runs. The main reason
is the fact that loop trade has been poor,

“yaller”

200

Trade Bills, Buying

did a dandy pinch-hit job for your regular Boxoffice scribe, now back on the job.
W. C. Kunzman of National Carbon
stopped in Omaha on his way east. He
had a nice coat of tan from some time
spent in California . . . Freddie Horn,
Grand National manager, is so excited

A Expecting

ORIGINAL

3

|

msiNGr
aovdCOMPANY

118 SOUTHWEST

BLVD.

Victor 8798

KANSAS

CITY, MO.

=
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A Dinner Climaxes
Bowling Season

Kansas City Censor Approval
Of Anti-Nazi Film Sustained
Kansas

City — The city’s forces
sorship this week stood ground

Second Appeal
To Board

of cenagainst

protests on “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,”
and the picture continued to play at the
RKO Orpheum.

later, another group presented a petition to the mayor, Bryce B. Smith, and
to the acting city manager, Eugene C.
Zachman. The petition charged that film

case,

when

No " Spy " Trouble

“It further tends to incite discord and
racial feeling and violates the traditions
American people and the Constitution of the United States, which was
founded upon the principles of justice and
equality for all, regardless of race and

Omaha —

“Confessions

countered no troubles

Brandeis.

It was

a

of

a

when

Nazi

Don
Spy”

it ran

typical

en-

at the

was of ap-

On

Eleanore C. Walton, city censor,
had approved the film. When the
was presented to city officials, they
on the censorship appeal board,

composed of M. D. Stevenson, past president of the Real Estate Board; Robert L.
Mehornay, former school board member,
and Mrs. A. F. Barry, past president of
the Kansas City Council of Parents and
Teachers. The appeal board saw the film,
and upheld Mrs. Walton in her passing
of the picture.
Said the board, “We find nothing in
the picture immoral, obscene or detrimental to the public good (namely detrimen-

Hollywood

Valentino's

—

Life

Producer

Edward

has set Frederick Jackson
Life of Rudolph Valntino.”

Individual

Small

Lambader,

to script “The

“Black

Gold”

Hollywood — Producer Sam Goldwyn’s
“Black Gold” will be adapted by Malcolm
Stuart Boylan.
tal to the community at large).”
The petitioners were headed by Herman
A. Gastreich, editor of the Kansas City
Presse, and numbered almost 100.
The American Legion strongly
ed the showing of the film.

support-

Missouri-Kansas Theatres Association |

E

Place — President
Time — Thursday

and

City, Mo.

Friday, May

25 and

26.

May 25
meeting.

|
E

10:30 a. m. — Board

E
=

12:30 p. m. — Luncheon, followed by open meeting and introduction of guest speakers.

=

3:30 p. m. — Closed

meeting.

|
E

May
12:30 p. m. — Luncheon
1.30 p. m. — Closed

=
E

26

(open).

meeting

for business

and

election of officers.

5:30 p. m. — Buffet luncheon for distributors, exhibitors and members of the industry.

Frank

51

Ritter,

Lambader,

619;

674.

E
E

|
E
E
=
=
|
E
=
=
E

Frank
Leon

average: Walter Lambader,
191; Leon Abraham,
187.

194;

Team
high 10: Cinema
Club, 1,101; Barkers,
1,051; Finton Jones, 1,028; Cresswell, 1,027; National Screen, 1,025; Dubinsky Bros., 1,000; Don
Davis, 972; Film Delivery, 960.
84
Individual

games

and

W.
Lambader
F. Lambader
. . .
Leon Abraham
II. Everett
G. Friedel
D. Cooper
J. Lewis
W.
Pritchett
F. Hitter

A.
J.
C.
W.
•I.
\V.
N.
St.

J. Barnett
.1. Gregory
F.
K. Meyn
I^evy

K.
M.
B.
G.
E.
I..
■I.
1).

. . . .
. . .
. . .

. . .

. .
. .

(CC)
(CP)
(CC)
(4)
(DB)
(CC)

Jameson jr. . .
Stone
Dubinsky
. . .
Baker
Duncan
Pritchett . .
Wangberg
Elliott

<N>
(CC)
(Dl))
(F)
(B)

(F)
(.1)
(CI>)
(DIM

(CC)

well

Photos;

B, Barkers;

. . . .

<N>
(N>
(CC)

160

81
63
72
60
42
27
84
27
78

156
158
156
157
154
155
153
154
153
154
150

72
27
72
69
72
84
76
75
72
15

Club;

J, Finton
CC, Jones;
CinemaN,
Dubinsky

161
164
161
163
160

152
147
149
148
113
132
134
131
133
138

63
30

Davis;

DB,

171
170
166
170
165
168

160

(DD)
(F)
(DB)

(DD)
(CC)
<N>

Goldberg

174

63
78
39
57
45
72
78
78
84
63

(J)

C. Siebentlialer
J. Lysowski
. . .
L. Biechele

J. Averill
C. Gregory

177
175
176
173

(B)
(B)

(N>
(CP)
(DD)
(F)

A. Russell
•I. Scott

178
176
180

57
48

(DIM
. . . .

75
42
36

<F)
(CP)

. .
. .

ltegan
Bradfield

Aver.
191
187
194
186
181

81
67
78
09
39
60
84
66

(DB)
(B)

Canright
C. Potter
G. Serslev
Tonge

S.

84

(DI5)
(I»B)
(CC)

(B)

T. Wilkins
I*. Robinson
G.
W.

averages follow:
Games

(DB)
(B)

(•!)
Team*
(J)
(F)

Anderson
Muehmore
Decker
Abrams
Maguire
Kirkham
Cresswell
James

*I)I>, Don

Ei 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111II 11111111II 1111111111111111111111r;

269;

Team
high 30: Cinema
Club, 3,075; National
Screen, 2,941; Barkers, 2,913; Dubinsky
Bros.,
2,886; Don 2,776.
Davis, 2,834; Finton Jones, 2,807; Film
Delivery,

F. Hensler
B. Kubit/ki

]
E

Walter

45

Individual high 10: Frank Lambader,
Abraham, 263; Jim Lewis, 259.

Twenty-first Annual Convention
Hotel, Kansas

682;

30:

40

38
33

....

high

40
46

44
39

Bros.

Delivery

Individual high
Frank Lambader,

Adapts

. . .

Barkers

miiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii|±

1

Screen

Dubinsky

Lost
40
38

48
46
Won
44
44

Club

National

Film

creed.”
Mrs.
already
petition
called

the

Davis

Cinema

Cresswell Photos
Finton Jones

midwestern

reception and the only comment
proval from the theatregoers.

to

Don Davis’ champions who won 48 out of
84 games played. Frank Ritter rated the
individual high 30 with 719. Frank Lambader was high 10 with 269. Walter Lambader scored the individual high average
with 194. Cinema Club was team high 30
36
with 3,075 and team high 10 with 1,101.
The final standings:

that episode.

of such Ameri-

climax

president.
Scrolls and cash prizes were distributed
to members of the eight teams, led by

ap-

mit the print was confiscated. The appeal board sustained the censor and
the film has not been shown here since

“is detrimental to the public good and
tends to defame and ridicule” the Americanism of “a large number of Americans
of German descent and loyal associations

of the

the

plication here for a
permit to "Ecstasy." The permit was denied, and
the picture opened without a per-

days

composed

in 1937, concerned

grand

president; Frank Lambader, secretarytreasurer, and George Baker, honorary

city censorship appeal board been invoked in a motion picture controversy.
That

City — The

in the form of a dinner party in the clubrooms. Officiating were Jim Lewis, league

Kansas City — In only one other case
in recent years has the power of the

A delegation of German-born Kansas
Citians called on city officials in an effort to get the film suppressed. Three

and organizations
can citizens.

Kansas

Variety Club Bowling League for the 193839 season was held last Monday evening

Bros.;

CP,

75
National
F, Film

Screen;
Delivery.
Cress-

46
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Meadows

Transfer Control

To lies and McKinney
TFD ROLSKY

of the National

and St. John

is having to work like a trooper these
days. Reason is that Bob, his son, and
the Mrs. left last Sunday for Carthage,
111., where Bob will be engineer on a rural
electrification project. Bob has been assisting his father in the operation of the
two Kansas City suburban houses.
On Filmrow the other day was J. E.
Pennington, who operates at Topeka, Kas.
Pennington is changing the policy of his
Best next week, and will use bit shows
on the stage to supplement singles. He will
make two feature changes a week. In case
you didn’t know,
as you like it.”

a “bit show”

Dr. P. L. Lisbona,

is “burlesque

familiarly

known

as

“Doc,” was in from Maitland, Mo., where
he operates the Maitland. “Doc” comes by
the appellation honestly. He is a dentist,
has practiced at Maitland 25 years. He still
is at it. He looks altogether too young for
a professional man of
his story and he sticks
his professional duties
Maitland, he also runs
and Graham, Mo.

25 years, but that’s
to it. In addition to
and operation of the
theatres at Guilford

pencil combination, and brief cases ... At
the banquet Saturday evening, employes
of the exchange here were guests, and the
ladies received a handkerchief , compact,
and corsage. Very nice.
Bill Bradfield

Don “Hifi” Davis, spurting around over
Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, etc., etc.,
brings back an order for RCA sound from
Rich Hill, Mo., for Mrs. Booth and son
S. W. of the Booth Theatre; and from
Oklahoma City for RCA in Cecil Davis’
( how these Davises get around ) new $45,000 de luxe suburban Coronado . . . W. L.
Norris, former Filmrow figure who has
been in Chicago, was in town.
C. A. Schultz and O. K. Mason of Commonwealth Amusement Corp. and Bob
Withers of Republic-Midwest, entertained
the office forces of the two companies at
Variety clubrooms Friday, May 5. Mason
showed 16mm films of his trip to Canada
last year, and of Bob Withers’ recent trip
to Mexico, along with others, in color of
the employes of both offices, which were
taken by him. At the Dutch lunch, the
“Dagwood” sandwiches started by Johnny
Scott really went down in a big way.
Mrs.

Joe

Maguire

attended

the

Wilhoit got his exercise
dent by laughing.
On

BOXOFFICE
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the Row:

out

of the inci-

C. S. Laird, Madison,

Kas.;

L. O. “Bob” Ringler, Peabody, Kas.; E. P.
Michaels, Braymer, Mo.; Louis Griefe,
Windsor, Mo.; Crump Taylor, Appleton
City, Mo.; Ensley Barbour, Springfield, Mo.
In a town

down

in Arkansas

the other

day a theatre advertised it would give
away a house and lot. After the drawing,
the winner received the big prize — a dog
house and a lot of puppies.

TRADE

GUIDE
KANSAS

EQUIPMENT

AND

HA.

New Offices for Millers
Franchised Activities
Kansas City — Beverly Miller has moved
Book Treasures, Trailer-Made, and Movie
Cash offices and supplies, from 111 West
18th St. to 130 West 18th St. He has
hired Eleanor LePage as secretary, and
has added a new shipper, Avery B. Dickson.
Morton Van Praag jr. is the other shipper.

Phone:

Blvd.

Theatre
Equipment
Wichita,
Kas.

EXHIBITOR

2-2153

John Staple, Pres.

Sound

SERVICE

Equipment

1818 Wyandotte

and

Service

St.

W. P. Humston

HA

4783

ER
INEBUTLER
ENG
C. R.

SOUND
ENGINEER

St. Joseph, Mo.
Phones
“Service

2-4012 — 2-4115

As Near

SCREEN
Alexander
Motion

As Your

Telephone”

PUBLICITY
Film

Company

Picture Advertising

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa

K. M. T. A.
Harrison

SERVICE

K. C. SOUND
Syncrofilm

0134

ASSOCIATIONS

18th St. —

City, Mo.

Sound System Installation and Service
Midwest Service Corporation
2606 Monterey St.

Independent Theatre Owners Association
1214 Brush Creek Road — VAlentine 2770
E. E. Webber jr., Pres. John Wolfberg, Sec.

128 W.

18th St. — Kansas

Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation

Co., Indp't
Phone

and

Corp.

VI. 3535

SOUND

Great Western Stage Equipment Co.
817 Holmes St.
T. L. Greening, Mgr.
Phone: Victor 9078

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

Air Conditioning

Engineering

109 W.

Central Theatre Equipment Company
Western Electric - Mirrophonic Sound
Motiograph Projectors
E. C. Leeves, General Manager
130 W. 18th St.
Tel. HArrison 3345

Southwest

'

AIR CONDITIONING
National

Victor 8796

Stebbins Theatre Equipment Co.
1804 Wyandotte St.
C. H. Badger, Mgr.
Phone: GRand

I

THE EXHIBITOR

A. A. Electric Machinery Co.
Ernest Amoneno, Mgr.
St.

for

films between various points in Iowa, Illinois, and Nebraska. The Meadows Transfer will operate in Iowa, Nebraska, Illinois,
North and South Dakota, Minnesota, and
Missouri.

to Sell.

Why Pay More?
G. A. Peterson
1389
316 Southwest
Kansas City, Mo.

1117 Cherry

of its capital stock

CITY TERRITORY

SUPPLIES

Offer — Priced

purchase

$50,000.
lies and McKinney operate Iowa Film
Delivery in Des Moines, which transports

FOR

Peterson “Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
Blowers, washers, spray nozzels, office and
home units.
Special

through

DIRECTORY

A HANDY

derby

... At the M-G-M meeting here, bookers
were presented giant pencils, a pen and

new

if he yelled “Taxi!” as Bill drove up. He
did. Bill chased him down the street.

On Pilmrow the past week: Mr. and
Mrs. J. N. Welty of Hill City, Kas., who

Ledoux, Holton, Kas.; F. L. “Doc” Lowe,
Sterling, Kas.; Art Pugh, Predonia, Kas.;
Cle Bratton, Council Grove, Kas.

a

other night, and Tom (“The Wag”) Wilhoit, operator of the Lyric, told a big
country lad he could get in to see the
show for 10 cents rather than 25 cents

swears she wasn’t in a fight, wasn’t dancing on a newly-waxed floor, wasn’t skating.
She didn’t even jump off a building. She
just up and fell down at home, fractured
her wrist.

Platte City, Mo.; J. Ward Spielman, Baldwin, Kas.; Nick Kotsis, Holden, Mo.;
George Nescher, Valley Falls, Kas.; Perd

has

Commission to acquire joint control of
Meadows Transfer, Inc., also of Des Moines,

two-toned Oldsmobile. He drove up in
front of the Lyric at Plattsburg, Mo., the

Frances Smith, biller at Republic-Midwest, is carrying her arm in a sling. She

were en route to the “Darby;” R. H.
Montgomery, Independence, Kas.; E. L.
Lewellen, Rosedale, Mo.; R. G. Young,

of Columbia

Des Moines — Charles F. lies and Harold
E. McKinney of here were authorized by
Division 5 of the Interstate Commerce

4825

R. 'R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

239 East 72nd
Phone:

Hlland

Terrace
2694
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two six-town circuits, close down
the winter months.

Traveling Circuit Operation
Shows Notable Increase
Kansas City — The number of roadshows
in operation in western Missouri and Kansas has increased 25 per cent since May
a year ago, according to a survey made
by Paul Humston, head of the Kansas
City

Sound Service
ber of villages and

Co. here. The numtowns in which such

shows operate has increased proportionately.
In order to operate at or near a profit,
a roadshow has to have at least six towns,
in each

of which

it presents

a film pro-

gram one night each week. Humston’s
survey reveals that there are 50 roadshow
circuits, operated by about 40 persons, presenting programs in approximately 300
towns in the area. Many of the programs
are shown to as many as 1,000 persons
each night during the summer months,
June, July and August. Estimating the

average

attendance

PODOLOPF, 20th-Fox branch manager, is on a swing around Wisconsin
situations . . . Meyer and Sam Stern,
Omaha Bank Night distributors, were up
to see their brother, J. L„ local distributor
. . . A1 Myles, Universal home office auditor, has been confined to his hotel room by

per roadshowing

is 500

persons — a conservative estimate — the total weekly attendance is 150,000 per week
in those 300 towns.
During the summer only half a dozen
or so of the roadshows charge admission
to their film programs. The remainder of
the shows are sponsored by merchants, and
are offered gratis. A few operators, of
course, show free in some towns and charge
in others.
Seventy-five to 80 per cent of the operators continue during the winter months.
However, during this season, most, if not
all, charge an admission of from 10 to 20
cents. During this period the audience
average drops to approximately 125 per
night, September through May. This represents an attendance of some 37,500 per
week. In some instances, operators with

the flu . . . “Yes, My Darling Daughter”
was chosen as the opening attraction for
the new $150,000 St. Louis Park Theatre,
owned and operated by Harold Field and
Harold Kaplan.
Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included Klug brothers, Zumbrota, Minn.;
Louis Handy, Preston, Minn.; Paul Perizzo,
Blue Earth, Minn.; Al Inman, Fairfax,
Minn.; W. J. Carter, Plainview, Minn.; Joe
Schindle, Granite Falls, Minn.; J. C. Snyder, Williston, N. D.; Don Buckley, Redwood Falls, Minn.; E. G. Gannon, Lidgerwood, N. D., and A. Olson, Grantsberg, Wis.
Maurie

Abrams, M-G-M exploiteer, accompanied Salesman George Turner on

the latter’s Wisconsin trip . . . Film salesmen report North Dakota badly in need of
moisture and fears over the crop prospects already in evidence . . . United Artists bunch scheduled to be back from the
Los Angeles sales convention May 20.
The ingenious Gorie Greene, Palace
manager, staged a wrestling match in popcorn and molasses as an added attraction
and it packed ’em in. Greene also was
responsible for wrestling in ice cream . . .
W. H. Workman, M-G-M branch majiager,
still indisposed, but insists on remaining
on the job . . . Myron Adcock, Warner
salesman, is building a new home.
Following her marriage, Leona Sogge
Bang has resigned from the M-G-M office
staff . . . Charlie Clausen, owner of the
Green Theatre, Anoka, Minn., is recuperating from a major operation in St. Andrews Hospital here . . . “Hy” Chapman.
Columbia branch manager, advises that
he’s re-selling

48

“You

Can’t

Take

It With

You,”

“The

Awful

Truth”

and

for

The majority of roadshow operators still
use portable 35 mm. equipment, but the
trend during the past year has been strongly toward 16 mm. machines, which are
less expensive. One thing that is holding

MINNEAPOLIS
JOE

one

“Lost

Hori-

zon” . . . Charles B. Vogel, M-G-M home
office maintenance department representative, a visitor . . . Moe Levy, 20th-Fox
district manager, off on a visit to his Des
Moines branch.

up more rapid change-over to 16 mm.
equipment is the lack of availability of
16 mm. films.
The 16 mm. product available is restricted almost entirely to independent producers. Cost of film product of major
companies on 16 mm. is almost prohibitive, and is at least double that of 35 mm.
film for the same users. Roadshow operators can get major product in 35 mm. for
towns without an established theatre fairly reasonably. The cost under these circumstances has gone down in the last
year or two. Only part of the major product is, however, available to this type of
exhibitor.
Availability

of major

Cinema

Club , Eater ie ,

Is Opened

in Omaha

Theatre,

Harold

months.

his party occupied a box at the Minneapolis-Indianapolis double header last
Sunday.

Look out, you Filmrow golfers. Myron
Adcock of Warner Bros, is brushing up his
game for the avowed purpose of taking you.
And Myron is no mean pellet pusher . . .
Harry Kessel, for 22 years in the M-G-M
music department, has resigned to take
over the Kenesaw night club here . . . J.
Everett Lovelette is the new United Artists
salesman, replacing the popular Ray Wylie who has been transferred to St. Louis
. . . The Columbia party to the Chicago
sales convention included, in addition to
Chapman, branch manager. Salesmen Al Aved, Don Connelly, Irving Marks,
Max Mazur and Mannie Sgutt and Head
Booker Bill Evidon.

opening

of the Cinema

Club, Omaha’s newest eat and drink spot,
was observed last Monday.
The club is located under the State

Ben Kalmenson and Henry Herbel, Warner western division and district managers,
respectively , spent the weekend here . . .

on Broadway. Incidentally , Tommy is getting to be Quite a baseball fan. He and

on 16 mm

While they are called “roadshows,” they
operate on regular schedules, showing the
same day in the same town each week.
They use the same building, where they
have seats set up, and only move the
equipment itself in order to hold down
overhead.

Omaha — Formal

B. Johnson, Universal branch manager, visited northern Minnesota accounts
. . . Casper Choinard, United Artists salesman, is driving a new Pontiac . . . Tommy
Charack, popular Warner salesman, has
written a new play which will be produced

product

at a reasonable price for roadshow operators would aid the field tremendously,
Humston believes.

closed

for

the

past

several

The National Entertainment Enterprises, headed by Ralph Goldberg, president of the Goldberg Theatre Corp., here,
are operating.

The spot looks like a cinch to click. It
is large and roomy with ample dancing
space. Entertainment is furnished by a
25mm projector.

Lee Sproule Leases Two
Theatres, Will Retire
Newton,

Kas. — Retiring, at least temporarily, from the exhibition field because of ill health, Lee Sproule has leased
his Rex Theatre here to Ray Roberson and
the Ritz at Winfield to Roy Taylor.
Sproule says he plans to take an extended vacation and may re-enter the business “provided conditions

get better.”

WarsAnything
Don't Settle

“Hy”

Kansas City — Wars don't settle anything. For confirmation ask Ray Cressa veteran of the Spanish war at

well,

W.

A. Steffes on business trip to Chicago . . . George Turner, M-G-M
salesman, showing letter from temperance lecturer, stating that he had been suggested

as “The Horrible Example” to sit on the
platform during his talks on the ravages
of drink. Gave George and his friends
quite a laugh . . . Al Rivkin, 20 th-Fox
scenarist, visiting his in-laws here en route
from Hollywood to New York.

21.

Ray

fought

on

the

Loyalist

side

for principles, not money.
He's now
looking for a job, and to hear him tell
it, he'd prefer something quieter than
the activity around the Spanish peninsula.
Cresswell

is the

son

of

Norris

local Filmrow photographer
member of the Variety Club.
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special extra in Hollywood, is appearing
currently in 18 different films . . . Bobby

I’HAT striking brunette with the long
Dutch bob, the black and white checked
jacket, and

the patent

bag swung

Fogel, the boy who’d rather attend Drake
University here than sign a fat contract in
pictures, is dancing this week at Dave

dashing-

ly from one shoulder at John Barrymore’s
performance the other evening proved to
be Mrs. Emil Franke. Yes, Emil was
along, too, but who’d look at him with her
around? . . . We saw Stan Mayer at the
Fort Coffee Shop after the show. He left

Fidler’s new Hollywood club. And Dave’s
really got something this time; swell food,
excellent drinks, and hospitality galore.

for Kaycee next morning to visit his mother .. . Over at M-G-M
we discovered:
That Jack Kennedy was out; Jerry McGlynn’s looks are enhanced by an astonishing streak of gray through his black
curly hair; Howard Dunn had a tummyache; Jerry Banta was responsible for the
strange disappearance of Perkins’ little red
wagon, but Bob Johns and Chuck Plows
had a finger in the pie, too; and last, Bob
has built a display board which looks like
a miniature stage and is causing no end
of comment among exhibitors.

Marion Temple snags out a Hi-Yo Silver
pencil box for Mitzi, which we left three
different places before we finally got it
home . . . Frank Thomas has a new car
. . . Conrad Curtis at Paramount has been
smoking a cob pipe ever since he saw
“I’m From Missouri” — he’s the only one
who doesn’t object . . . Frank Soule is the
new face in at Republic — an auditor from
New York, they tell us . . . RKO, Central
States Theatres and Tri-States have increased the advertising budget for “Man
of Conquest,” anticipating big grosses.

— Pictorial Press Service

Winner

Talks to Rooney —

John G. McManus, manager Loew’s
Midland, Kansas City, eavesdrops on a
telephone conversation between Mickey
Rooney, in Hollywood, and 16-year-old
Dorothy Dennis. The long-distance
call was the result of a winning list
of questions submitted by Miss Dennis
in a contest conducted by McManus.

Kansas

City — A new

angle on using the

“long distance telephone call to a star”
stunt resulted in securing much word-ofmouth advertising, newspaper space and
publicity for John G. McManus, manager
of Loew’s Midland here.
Instead of having a critic or city official
talk to a star, McManus arranged for a
high

school

girl to be

given

an

Cinecolor Develops New
16mm Color Process
Hollywood — Cinecolor,
and economical method of
films in color, according
ment by President A. L.
company currently is

bit’s foot, but he doesn’t know whether it’s
off the left hind leg or not . . . Hal Robinson’s nose is peeling, but he still looks
good to us ... R. W. McEwan walked off
to Kaycee without notifying Boxoffice
. . . Mildred Barquist in at Thiele’s place
has a furrowed brow over her shorthand
notes dealing with water temperatures,
air-conditioning , etc. . . . They’re calling
Lou Elman’s farm the “Rancho Elmano”
. . . Mabel Baldwin visited her sister in
Omaha, and the UP premiere, too.
Harry

Gillette, Des

Inc., has a new
processing 16mm
to an announceMcCormick. The
building $40,000

Moines’

own

finally met the great Pete Dana

from

Kaycee — nize people — he’s here to check up
on “Mikado,” which broke all house records at the Strand in Iowa City . . . Mike
Roth at Omaha will be pleased to note
that we gave a flattering report of his
premiere behavior to Chick Friedman in
DM. Chick has just suffered the fourth
of a series of peculiar accidents — at Christmas time, a cat (a real cat) scratched him
severely on the nose; later, a box of
matches exploded unreasonably in his
hand; then he slipped and cracked a rib
in an Omaha bathtub; and now he ran into
his car door and got himself a sore temple
and a dizzy head! . . . The RKO boys are
all a-flutter about the convention coming
(Continued on next page)

extra-

FAMii

oppor-

tunity to have a “telephone date” with
young Mickey Rooney. Editors of the various school papers were called in and
given the story that some girl between 13
and 17 years of age would be given a chance
to talk to Mickey Rooney by long distance.
Entry blanks were available at the theatre, the entrants submitting a list of five
questions they wished to ask. The best list
won. There were 138 entries.

We

In at National Poster, Carl Sokolof
showed us a picture of the kids and then
bought us an ice cream bar as though we
were one . . . C. R. Smith carries a rab-

*u m -mime....

HOTEL HARK TWAIN
Travelers acclaim the fine food in
the two modern restaurants - the
Steamboat Cabin Coffee Shop and
the Old English Tap Room -they
praise the friendly atmosphere and
fine service - and they never forget
the modern rooms and the IDEAL
LOCATION of the Mark Twain.

300 ROOMS

worth

of printing and processing equipment, which will give the Burbank laboratory a volume capacity of 600,000 feet of
16mm film per week.

fa* 2

Opens

Colored House

St. Joseph, Mo. — E. J. Courter, son of
J. W. Courter, who operates the theatre
at Gallatin, Mo., this week opened the
Louis, colored house, here. The theatre
has been dark two or three years.
BOXOFFICE
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T.V.LORAMMgr

ST. LOUIS
ONE

OF THE ALBERT

PICK HOTELS
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....AW,
—
E. PRATT
has quit
play golf so
his favorite
Pratt used to
in

From

SHUCKS!
the Tall Corn — By RENE

of Washington

tells us he

shooting craps, and doesn’t
he’ll have plenty of time for
occupation — motion pictures!
be a juggler and has engaged

some baseball
fused to divulge.

activity

which

he

re-

T. A. Duncan (Pratt’s assistant manager
at Washington) won’t like it, but we still
maintain that he’s soft-spoken and beautiful.
Nate

Sandler

has

a boy, Bob, who

plays

a swell game of tennis. He’s on Iowa’s
team and was recently elected president
of the “I” club.
Filmrow

welcomes

F. E. Shipley

back

into the racket after a four-year absence.
He opened the State Theatre at Lenox
May 5. He formerly operated the theatre
at Creston.
We

saw Wes
rying west on

IIL liCO

Mansfield from Tama
Filmrow Friday, and

hurtried

to catch up with him, but he out-distanced
us. We’ll get you later, Wes.

■pHE CAPITAL city’s theatre boys have
had plenty to contend with lately. After
Omaha’s “Union Pacific” days ended, Ru-

McCLUSKEY

W. H. Dussler wouldn’t talk
M-G-M, so we’re forced to comment
checked suit.

in at
on his

Nazi

Lewis Lepovitz broke his glasses twice
during his recent remodeling at the Iowa

as yet . . . Hennessy and Smith, Marysville, Kas., added the Strand, Blue Springs,

here in Lee Township. We’re definitely
set to go over one of these days and try

Neb., to their long string . . . Stuart Nesbit’s Plainview (Neb.) house is holding up
well despite the heat.

the popcorn

machine.

Open letter to Attorney Newbold in Keosauqua: Your pretty red-headed wife,
Barbara, tells us that you look a little like
a Jap, and that while in Omaha, you
telephoned Barbara Stanwyck and left your
number for her to call back (she didn’t).
We thought you’d like to know.
During the opening
Theatre in Knoxville,

for door knobs. The regular ones hadn’t
arrived yet, and that was the only way to
get the doors open without marring them.

E. W. Kerr of Council Bluffs was bustling
around the Row in a nobby green outfit
Friday. He has taken over the Casino
at Marshalltown and has a new house
under construction there, we understand.

of this column send suggestions to Carroll Baldwin at Inland? The winner will

The initial sales meeting wound up a fourday session May 11 in Atlantic City, while
a western meeting gets under way May
20 for three days at the Ambassador Hotel,
Home office representatives who will attend include Jack Cohn, Abe Montague,
Rube Jackter, Louis Astor, Louis Weinberg,
Max

J. Weisfeldt, H. C. Kaufman, Maurice Grad, George Josephs, Milton Hannock, Irving Moross, L. L. Savage and I.
Altshuler.
Central Division Manager Carl Shalit
heads a group from Detroit that includes
H. R. Schilds, R. F. Cloud, G. L. McCoy,
Midwest Division Manager Phil Dunas
leads a Chicago group including C. W.
Phillips, G. St. Clair, T. Greenwood, F.
Flaherty, I. Joseph and M. Delano.
Other exchanges will be represented as
follows:
Milwaukee — W. G. Craig, branch manager; H. Kaufman, C. Butler, A. J. Gelman

50

cruiser which Ralph Leach
the back room at Inland
nearing completion and he
a name for it. Will readers

be published here along with some of the
cleverest ideas (we shudder to think what
they may be! ) .
and

L. Schubnell.

Indianapolis — O. J. Ruby, branch manager; T. J. MacEvoy, S. R. Chapman and
D. Chapman.
St. Louis — C. D. Hill, branch manager;
L. A. LaPlante, J. Bradford, C. Ferris and
R. Mortenson.
Minneapolis — F. J. Chapman, branch
manager; M. E. Mazur, I. Marks, D. H.
Conley, M. W. Sgutt, A. L. Aved and W.
Evidon.
Des Moines — M. H. Evidon, branch manager; A. B. Leak, M. Goodman, M. L. Godwin and O. Miller.
Kansas City— B. C. Marcus, branch manager; T. Baldwin, W. Bradfield, C. E. Reynolds, H. S. Stulz and Z. Beiser.
Omaha — J. H. Jacobs, branch manager;
E. Dunas, E. L. Brichette, J. Morphet and
R. Adler.
Canada — L. Rosenfeld, general manager;
D. Coplan, general sales manager; A. Cass,
W. Elman, I. Levit and M. S. Bernstein.

Adapting

Spy”

are holding

Vernon

Van

“Blackmail"

Hollywood — “Blackmail,” to feature Edward G. Robinson, will be scripted for
Metro by William Ludwig and David Hertz.

“Stagecoach,”

bert Maltz story, “The

Earth.”

Happiest

the AlMan

on

well, though.

his Strand

Theatre

having

its Western

Ne-

braska premiere at Harry Rodell’s Crystal
Theatre at Mitchell, is doing okay . . . Bob
Huffman, of Lincoln Theatres Corp., staged
a special show for cleanup week . . . Barney Oldfield, regular conductor of this
pillar, returns from New York and the
fair next week.

DES MOINES
(Continued

from

preceding

page)

up at New York in June . . . H. P. Wolfberg and Harry Shumow were here for the
Variety

Club

whing-ding.

Harry Holdsberg or somebody must have
suffered the pangs of childbirth to bring
that promotion idea for “Four Girls in
White” into the world. The theatre lobby
has the air of a maternity ward with male
ushers

soft-shoeing

little nurses’

caps.

it around

in those cute

You

almost

can

smell

the antiseptic and hear the doctor say “It’s
a girl!” ... A couple roaming around the
loop dressed a la Union Pacific and labeled
“We’re fugitives from that blazing Omaha
Premiere” got a lot of attention, too . . .
Speaking of Omaha, let the following tale
drive the golden spike which marks ejid
of track on the affair for this column:
OMAHA
Telephone:

EPILOGUE

Tingaling

and

aling

and

yohoo !
Clayton (sw.eetly): “Clayton speaking.”
Voice (toughlike): “This is Mr. Smuts
of Omaha.

You

Clayton
Voice

wuz

at the premiere,

(still sweetly) :
(still toughlike):

“Oh
“An’

wuzn’t

yes, inplenty

drunk, too, wuzn’t ya?”
Clayton: “Well era, now Mr. Smuts.”
deedy.”
Voice: “Nevermind, I saw ya, and what
wuz teh idie pokin’ yer elbow in women’s
eyes without apologizing, Huh?”
Clayton (amazed silence!!!).
Voice, alias Paramount’s No. 1 fabricator, Terry DeLapp (snickering) : “Hey,
ya?”about those Iowa redheads.”
Clayt,
now
Coitain.

Buy
Buy — “Happiest
Man"
Hollywood
Metro has acquired

up

closed

at Wakefield , Neb., long enough to install
indirect lighting . . . Charley Prokop announced he had sold his Wahoo Theatre,
but the new owner has not been named

week at the Grand
plungers were used

That cabin
is building in
Express is fast
is still without

Chicago — Columbia’s second of three regional sales meetings gets under way here
May 14 for three days at the Drake Hotel
with home office executives, personnel of
nine branches and Canada set to attend.

binoff, Orrin Tucker, Vincent Lopez, “Tobacco Road” and Lang Thompson poured
into Lincoln for personal appearances.
“Union Pacific” and “Confessions of a

George Storm of Cambridge, Pomeroy,
Kellogg, Roland and a few other places
used to be an optician. We were favorably
impressed with the Viceroy you gave us to
smoke, George.

Bruce Pettit is back in Winterset after
dining out in California with John Wayne,
formerly of Winterset.

Midwest's Columbians
To Chicago Meet

IL N

Runyan

Original

Hollywood — “A Call on the President,”
Damon Runyan original, has been purchased by Metro as a vehicle for Producer
Edgar Selwyn. Melville Baker is set for
the script.
BOXOFFICE

:: May

13, 1939

New Tax Suit Aims

Repealers Again Fret

"Fast" Time Costly
To Harris

At Film Rentals

Sunday Show Law

Pittsburgh— John H. Harris, head of
the Harris Enterprises, estimates that

Columbus — A

second

taxpayer’s

suit

against the Ohio tax commission questioning their right to exempt film rentals from tax collections, has been filed
in Franklin county (Columbus) court of
appeals. W. S. Cowan, local attorney, is
pressing both suits.
The original suit, answerable May 20,
involves $750,000 and mentions only the
three per cent sales tax. This ties in the
distributors who “must pay the tax.” In
the second suit, answerable June 3, the
action is based on violation of the use
tax collection laws. This law was written
sometime after the sales tax measures, and
covers buying from out-of-state to avoid
payment of the sales tax. Cowan said, in
giving the reason for the new suit: “After
filing the first suit, I noticed it might be
possible that many of the exhibitors were
buying film from out-of-state, and the
second suit was instigated with the sole
purpose of including the rentals of all
films.” Exhibitors are liable for the payment of such a tax.
Cowan, member of a firm of tax experts, admits quite candidly his company
was seeking flaws in the tax setup when
it discovered a “technical error” in the
exemption of film rentals. In Ohio, the
court has the right to compensate a
plaintiff with a “reasonable percentage”
of any monies saved the state government. And, in this particular case, with
$1,250,000 at stake, attorney’s fees will be
in excess of $50,000.
In event of a decision favorable to the
plaintiff, the entire amount becomes due
within 60 days. It is understood that regardless of the decision, the loser will carry
the case to a higher court.

RKO

Pittsburgh

—

Greenblatt

has

deals signed

for the com-

pany’s 1939-40 product, this exclusive of
circuit contracts. Branch manager here
for a number of years, at one time he was
a film sales representative in the Cleveland territory.

Pa.— Larry

Puglia

has
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Back of the change is believed to be the
anticipated shift of policy by the Fox Theatre on June 1, when the house will probably drop vaudeville, for the second time
in its history, and adopt a double-bill
policy. Such reports have prevailed for
a long time, and appear confirmed currently.
The Fox and the Adams have been sharing film product, the Fox getting first
choice. With the Fox going into double
bills, demand for product will be heavier,
but presumably the Adams would strengthen its product with the increased admission price, while the Fox would make an
appeal on a double bill basis primarily,
following the relationship between the
Michigan and United Artists of the opposition UDT group.

Move

Film Shows
favoring

for the

ex-

hibition of motion pictures on Sunday in
Pennsylvania is defended editorial in the
Post-Gazette as follows :
“Under existing state law, the question
of whether motion pictures shall be shown
on Sunday afternoons and evenings in any
city or town is up to the people in that
community. Upon petition, a referendum
is held and in accordance with democratic
tradition the wish of the majority prevails.
“But that is not what the old ‘blue law’
die-hards want. Where they cannot win a
local option election they seek to impose
their ideas on the majority. They have
inspired a bill thrown into the legislative
hopper to withdraw the right of the people to decide the issue for themselves and
put
ment.a general ban on Sunday entertain-

Senator Reed recently advocated in a
senate resolution an amusement tax of 25
per cent or more on the gross price
charged for Sabbath entertainment.
Other Sunday acts would license ice
hockey; prohibit children under 15 years
of age from attending theatres; provide
for referendums on Sunday shows every
three years instead of every five years;
provide local option on Sunday fishing;
establish weekday admission prices for
Sundays, and there are various liquor measures on licensing, referendums, etc., for
Sundays.
A second measure to prohibit children
under the age of 15 from attending theatres on Sundays has been introduced in
the assembly. Sponsored by Senator Mallery, this measure is before the committee
on law and order.
Also in the legislature are two bills introduced by Senator Dent which would
amend and extend provisions of laws governing operators of pool rooms and bowling
alleys, requiring operators to secure
censes from the county treasurer.
Nuisance

Taxes

li-

Re-enacted

Penal Code Act passed the house 165-0
and is now before the senate. House “history” number 14 has published an error
in connection with House Bill No. 1027;
this was designated as an act prescribing
qualifications of inspectors of motion picture projection rooms and stages, but the
May 1 record shows another subject under
this number, introduced by the same
sponsor, Representative Boyd.
The legislature passed the $163,000,000
emergency tax program, re-enacting all
the nuisance taxes of 1935 with the exception of the amusement tax which was repealed in 1937.
Bills designed to close up honky-tonks
and girl shows in connection with liquor
places and to reduce the number of liquor
dispensaries were advanced in the house.
The Curran-Royer bill strikes a hard blow
at the liquor places in downtown Pittsburgh by requiring at least 1,200 square
feet of space in any liquor shop where entertainment iscarried on.
The Harrisburg lawmakers are occupied
with a bill to set up a state tax commission to draft a complete tax program for
the next session of the legislature. Adjournment of the present session is not in
sight.

set

back his remodeling at the Opera House
until after Memorial Day. The interior
will undergo alterations and a new balcony will be added. Sam Barbalet is the
architect.
BOXOFFICE

prices at the Adams

Theatre, first-run house operated by Harry
Balaban, were raised from 40 to 50 cents,
the first significant hike in admission
prices here in a long time. Matinee and
children’s admission remain unchanged,
however.

measure

demand

Representative Gates introduced a
similar act in the House three weeks ago
(H-1342) .

Balaban Ups Prices
At Detroit Adams
Detroit — Admission

second

repeal of the Sunday show law of 1935
has been forwarded in the general assembly in the form of an act introduced by
Senator Gilbert Wolfenden, of Indiana,
Pa. This is Senate bill No. 731, and it has
been
mittee.referred to the law and order com-

“We do not believe that efforts to turn
back the hands of the clock to 1794 will
get very far. House Bill No. 1342 should be

Puglia Defers Revamp
Waynesburg,

Harrisburg — A

inter-

daylight saving measure," according
to Julius Levin in the Sun-Telegraph.

Pittsburgh — The

assumed office as branch manager here
for RKO-Radio, under Nat Levy, district
manager. Greenblatt, manager of the
Cleveland branch of this company for a
number of years, succeeds George Lefko,
who has assumed duties at Greenblatt’s
former branch exchange. Lefko felt that
a change of climate would be beneficial to
Mrs. Lefko who has been in poor health
during recent years, and he asked for the
transfer.
Lefko departs from the local office with
100 independent

his

father, the late Sen. John P.
voted for the adoption of the

For Sunday

Posts

Herbert

"His
Harris,

costs

Editorial Defends

Leiko and Greenblatt
Exchange

daylight saving time
ests $50,000 annually.

killed.”

"Reno"

Miss

for Sisk

Weirton,

Hollywood — Ellis St. Joseph’s

has been purchased
Sisk production.

by RKO

“Reno”

as a Robert

Anas
W.

Weds

Exhibitor

Va. — Miss

Ann

Anas,

daughter of N. G. Anas, and James S.
Ackron, Portland, Ind., exhibitor, were
married here last week.

ME
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Columbia Meets in
" Nation

"

Ban

Stays

Chicago May 14

Detroit — Nine-year-old ban of Circuit
Judge Robert M. Toms against screening
of “The Birth of a Nation” here publicly
still stands. This was learned this week,
when the film was privately screened for

Chicago — Columbia’s second of three regional sales meetings gets under way here
May 14 for three days at the Drake Hotel
with home office executives, personnel of
nine branches and Canada set to attend.

Police Censor Sergeant Charles W. Snyder, upon request of Jack Moss, roadshow
distributor, who was considering handling
it in this territory.

The initial sales meeting wound up a fourday session May 11 in Atlantic City, while
a western meeting gets under way May

Action

was considered by Assistant Corporation Counsel Nathaniel H. Goldstick
and Assistant Prosecuting Attorney William
Dowling to seek to withdraw or vacate
the court order, if the film was found to
have

sufficient contemporary

merit

20 for three days at the Ambassador

Hotel,

Home office representatives who will attend include Jack Cohn, Abe Montague,
Rube Jackter, Louis Astor, Louis Weinberg,

to jus-

tify it, but a verdict of “no cause for
action” was rendered by the trio of officials who saw the film.

Max
CLEVELAND

J. Weisfeldt, H. C. Kaufman, Maurice Grad, George Josephs, Milton Hannock, Irving Moross, L. L. Savage and I.
Altshuler.
Central Division Manager Carl Shalit
heads a group from Detroit that includes
H. R. Schilds, R. F. Cloud, G. L. McCoy,
C. H. Townsend and C. Baker.
Midwest Division Manager Phil
leads a Chicago group including

Dunas
C. W.

Phillips, G. St. Clair, T. Greenwood,
Flaherty, I. Joseph and M. Delano.
Other exchanges will be represented
follows:

F.
as

Milwaukee — W. G. Craig, branch manager; H. Kaufman, C. Butler, A. J. Gelman
and L. Schubnell.
Indianapolis — O. J. Ruby, branch manager; T. J. MacEvoy, S. R. Chapman and
D. Chapman.
St. Louis — C. D. Hill, branch manager;
L. A. LaPlante, J. Bradford, C. Ferris and
R. Mortenson.
Minneapolis — F. J. Chapman, branch
manager; M. E. Mazur, I. Marks, D. H.
Conley, M. W. Sgutt, A. L. Aved and W.
Evidon.
Des Moines — M. H. Evidon, branch manager; A. B. Leak, M. Goodman, M. L. Godwin and O. Miller.
Kansas City — B. C. Marcus, branch manager; T. Baldwin, W. Bradfield, C. E. Reynolds, H. S. Stulz and Z. Beiser.

CINCINNATI

— Metropolitan Photos

Atlantic City Conclave —
When the mideastern contingent gathered with other Columbia field and
home office men for the regional convention in Atlantic City, the photographer was alert with the above results. CLEVELAND : G. B. Vojae, S.
Gerson, J. Share, M. Glick, L. Zucker (branch manager) and O. Bloom.
PITTSBURGH : J. Kohler, G. Tice, C. B. Kosco, A. H. Levy (branch manager), S. Sugarman, and J. Gins. CINCINNATI : J. Curran, C. R. Palmer,
A. S. Moritz (branch manager) , P. Niland, H. W. Rullmam and L. E. Davis.

Program Is Completed lor
Sallows , Comuntzis Fete
Pittsburgh — Complete program for the
silver anniversary and testimonial dinner
in honor of George Sallows and George
Comuntzis, Morgantown, W. Va., theatre
owners, scheduled for the Hotel Morgan
of that city Monday evening, June 5, were
announced this week.
I. T. Sweeney is general chairman.
Members of the general committee include
Charles Dortic, Pete G. Comuntzis, Milton
Lefton and J. A. Towler. The advisory
committee includes motion picture sales
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representatives: Richard Lange, James
Nash, William Satori, Guy Peterson, Jim
Thorpe, Charles Kosco, Vince Josack, Martin Terner, Eli Kauffman, Mort England,
Max Shulgold, Sam Fineberg, Jack Mundstuk, Lou Vogel, Newt. Williams, William
Liebler, Sam Steinberg, Dave Rosenfeld,
Billy ZeVan and W. C. Jervis. Representing the ITO of W. Va. are R. J. Hiehle,
R. D. Marks, Garland West and Danny
Davis. Morgantown civic committee is
headed by J. L. Hatfield. In charge of
publicity are Robert F. Klingensmith, Ken
Woodward and Danny Davis. Lou Vogel
will be toastmaster.

Omaha — J. H. Jacobs, branch manager;
E. Dunas, E. L. Brichette, J. Morphet and
R. Adler.
Canada — L. Rosenfeld, general manager;
D. Coplan, general sales manager; A. Cass,
W. Elman, I. Levit and M. S. Bernstein.

Transfer Sam

Haber

Louisville — Sam Haber, who formerly
operated in Kentucky for Big Feature
Rights Exchanges, has been transferred to
cover Indiana, Lee L. Goldberg, head of
the firm, announced. Goldberg’s brother,
Joseph W., Louisville representative, left
for

a

two-week trip into western Kentucky and western Tennessee territory.

Theatre for Washington
Washington, Pa. — A new 950-seat theatre for this city was announced last week
when

S. Lloyd Beall, local architect, advertised for bids on a general contract.
The house is to be operated by Eugene
Basle, the son of the late George Basle,
former

partner

with

Michael

BOXOFFICE
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J^L WEISS has returned from Rochester,
Minn., where he underwent an operation. Popular McKeesport showman was
back two weeks ahead of schedule and he
was very glad to get home although he had
to leave behind the company of three
lovely nurses. He had been named as a
delegate to the Variety convention and
was disappointed that he was unable to
attend . . . Another delegate to the Detroit convention unable to attend was M.
A. Rosenberg, who suffered a foot infection. He was able to be up and around
this week . . . Vacation season is under way
and one of the first to be missed
row is Tom Ray of 20th-Fox

on Filmad sales

department . . . “Dark Victory” has been
set to open in Loew’s Penn May 19 . . .
Newspapermen and friends attended a private screening of Republic’s “Man of Conquest” in Duquesne Garden and later
had cowboy chow with the rodeo hands.
Harry LaViiie, Republic district manager, was here on business last week . . .
Lou Vogel of NSS has been busy in the
local territory with Jack Judd, NSS’s manager . . . Jerry Roth vacationed in New
York . . . Col. Billy Wheat is planning
the reconstruction of his Sewickley Theatre marquee . . . Abe Weiner and his UA
boys attended the company convention in
Hollywood, one of the social features being a party at Pickfair. Dave Brown, office manager, was in charge here while the
sales organization is away . . . Herb Lipman has modernized his Filmrow office
with leather swinging doors and fine hardware and fixtures . . . Jimmy Totman,
Warner publicity agent, has taken another
house in West View, one with a yard. His
David is five months old ... I. T. Sweeney
is keeping himself busy with details for the
George Sallows-George Comunitz 25 th
anniversary party at Morgantown, W. Va„
June 5 . . . It’s a daughter, the third one,
at the Richard Marks at Clarksburg , W. Va.
M. N. Shapiro is at Mayo’s, Rochester,
Minn., for observation, having gone there
from the Detroit Variety Club convention
and taking Mrs. Shapiro along . . . Here
is our

usually weekly item: Fred J. Herrington was at Harrisburg last week doing

his bit for exhibitors in regards to adverse legislative matters . . . We had a
pleasant meeting the other day with
Charlie Reamer, the vet film man who
didn’t get on the bandwagon
came in — and he went out.
about all the old-timers.

Dave Kimelman, Paramount manager,
devoted the week to activities in connection with the Union Pacific Special and
the opening of the epic production at
Loew’s Penn . . . Joe Minsky, Vitagraph
city salesman at Cleveland, spent the past
weekend with friends here. He’s in charge
of an industry shindig scheduled for May
18 at the Mahoning Country Club, Girard,
Ohio, which is owned by Peter Wellman
:: May

13, 1939

hospital with pneumonia and the daughter of the local WB branch manager was
stricken with a paralyzed face. Both were
out of danger this week . . . George D.
Tyson
Derby

of the Harris circuit was in Cleveland the other day to view the Roller

which opens
den May 30.

here at Duquesne

Gar-

Lewis E. Miller of the State, Wilkinsburg, is recuperating at Cumberland, Md.,

following an operation . . . Mrs. John
Walsh, wife of the Fulton manager, and
their infant daughter, are at their old
home at Newport, R. I., for the summer
. . . The Bernie Armstrongs were called
out of the city and were unable to serve
as host and hostess at the Variety Club’s
party last Friday. House committee, headed by C. C. Kellenberg , took over and attendance was 44. John S. Stahl jr. was
host May 12. The IATSE will be in the
spotlight May 19 when Mr. and Mrs. L. J.
Katz are hosts . . . Bill Naidenoff, the
theatre decorator, may be reached at Fred
Solomon’s American Poster Supply Co. . . .
(Continued

on

page

58)

"BIG WIGS" of the Pittsburgh
Critic Fraternity Join the
Nation in Praising

“MAN

MR. COHEN,

OF CONQUEST”

Post-Gazette . . .

"The picture hits hard, swift and often. All in all, the cause
of and the entertainment possibilities of early Americana have
seldom

been

served

better on the screen."

MR. KRUG, Sun-Telegraph . . .
" 'Man

of Conquest'

is likely to land

year's 10-best list. As
of early Americana,

MR. MONAHAM,

Republic

a vital, thrilling and

a

place

on

the

comprehensive

it is on a par with 'Stagecoach'

slice

"!

Pittsburgh Press . . .

’* 'Man of Conquest' can take its place in the front ranks . . . it's
rousing, vibrant cinema, adhering closely enough to historic fact
to give it reasonable
fashioned.

authenticity

. . . well-acted

and

cannily

when sound
He inquired

Tickets for the Filmrow Bowling League
banquet are $3.50 each. Eighth annual
banquet is scheduled this Saturday evening, at the Carlisle Club . . . Manas and
Harris circuits are hot after several spots
. . . Ladies Theatrical Club enjoyed a
Tuesday afternoon social in the Variety
Club.

BOXOFFICE

(formerly Peter Pegadiotes, Farrell, Pa.,
exhibitor several years ago) . . . The
Harry Seeds were much relieved this week
after frightful and unfortunate afflictions
suffered by their son and daughter last
week. Son Martin was confined to an Erie

“MAN

OF CONQUEST”

The Story of Texas' Sam
— With—

★RICHARD
*GAIL

DIX

PATRICK

■►VICTOR

Houston

★JOAN
*RALPH

FONTAINE
MORGAN

TORY
■►EDWARD
And a Cast of Thousands

ELLIS

Republic Pictures Corp. of Pittsburgh
1701 BLVD.

OF

THE

ALLIES

ATlantic

4858

gUBURBAN
and upstate visitor-exhibitors
at the Film Bldg, this week included:
John M. Golden, Irving, Redford; J. M.
Mellon, Chandler, and circuit operator;
Rene Germani, Monroe; Lee Ward, Mount
Pleasant; Cina Kirchner, Belleville; Herman A. Bird, Standish; Walter R. Woodward, Hartford: Louis Kimmel, Royal Oak;
P. C. Schram, Kalamazoo: A. Bzovi,
Ecorse; Martin Christiansen, Muskegon,
and John Lomax, Flint.

George W. Trendle has a $5,000 masterpiece, an oil painting by one Pietro Belloto da Volciano — decorating the Michigan Theatre — Dr. A. R. Valentiner, director of the Art Institute, informed this
week — but he won’t say which of the dozen
paintings it is . . . Nat Haase is bubbling
with enthusiasm over the new Metro
Premium deal — Reports
for it already.
Jack

Detroit RKO-ites are sporting new gold
engraved money clips, the gift of Pandro
S. Berman, for winning national top place
in the studio appreciation month contest.
Charles A. Garner is distributing “Wild
Innocence,” new feature starring Chut, the
famed boxing kangaroo, formerly with the
Ringling Circus . . . A1 Dezel booked “Parole From the Big House” at A1 Westaway’s William and it drew such record
business it was held over for an extended run.
Pete

Simon

is practicing

to be a holdup

man

. . . Bill Flemion is thinking of inventing a thought-collector . . . Wally
Baker knows plenty of good lawyers . . .
Max Blumenthal is trying to air condition
the

projection booth at
change screening room.

Roy

A. Campbell,

who

the

Film

Ex-

lately managed

Mrs. Marie Benrock’s Loyal here, has been
pinch-hitting for William Schulte’s Marine City Theatre, due to the latter’s illnes . . . Ralph Peckham, former Grand
National manager here, has his old post
back, returning from Buffalo; while W.
Benjamin, who replaced him here, goes
back to Chicago in same capacity.
Mrs. Verloe Miller, chef for the Film
Exchange Cafe (plug for Belinsky), became a grandmother Wednesday — fivepound daughter born to Mrs. Arthur Allen . . . Myrtle Clements, secretary to
UA’s Jack Goldhar, is leaving to visit her
mother, who has been ill in Toronto.
Gladys Shudnell of UA received a fine
box of trailing arbutus from her home
town . . . Another UA gal promises an
interesting announcement in June . . .
William Flemion announces Excellent is
distributing the pictures
per-Joe Louis fight.
Sylvia Shiffman
fice has recovered

of the Jack

Ro-

of the Film Bldg, ofher presence of mind

— says her preoccupation was due to hunger, not love . . . W. R. Stebbins, her boss,
had

the sidewalk by the Main Gate repaired this week — must be too much business coming in, wearing it out.

Bruce E. Ender, formerly in show business in Chicago and the west, is managing the Clifford Apartments Hotel . . .
Jacob Boodman is that five feet plus of
energy who helps out Max Blumenthal.
Howard Craven smokes his pipe and
listens to the ball game on the radio these
afternoons ... So do Charles Snyder and
Max Blumenthal, minus the pipe . . . Sam
Seplowin, Irving Belinsky and Irving Pollard were out to the ball game in person
Wednesday.
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Hurford

was

four houses

busy

closed

staging

three

shows Saturday night — at his own Fox
Theatre, for the bowlers at the D. A. C.,
and for the Variety national convention
. . . Cully Buermele reports the license
boost for theatres, recently reported in
Dearborn, has been laid on the table; licenses temporarily remain at $50 per house.
Among

those we

met

this week:

Caspar

J. Lingeman, county clerk, a former leading spirit of the Bonstelle Theatre, and
Tony

Nader, old schoolmate and newspaperman, now official county Cupid, as

marriage license clerk . . . Hank Greenberg was the one outstanding personality
everybody at the Variety Banquet craned
their necks to see.
Max Schnur, president of the Delray
Theatre Co., is expected in town from
New York headquarters next week . . .
Lester Sturm has appointed Art Knapp
his special correspondent . . . The “Union
Pacific’’ special brought out Frank Stuart
of Midwest Theatres . . . Emil H. Beck,
independent booker, in his capacity as a
model railroad specialist, was also vastly
interested . . . Wayne Brenkert is expected back in town this weekend from
the new distributorship opening in New
Orleans.
Alfred J. Krausman is organizing the
Krausman Picture Co., with offices at
8-267 General Motors Bldg. . . . Barney
Kilbride has gone to Virginia to recuperate,
following difficulty with blood circulation
in his leg.
“Cully’’ Buermele took the weekend to
go down to the Kentucky Derby again . . .
Mrs. Buermele is away for three or four
weeks visiting friends in Chicago . . .
William Steffes is ill in the hospital, while

James

C. Ritter

Re-elects Officers
Detroit — All officers were re-elected by
Cooperative Theatres of Michigan at its
recent annual meeting. The re-elected
slate, all of whom are Detroit theatre
owners, are Fred DeLodder, president; Ben
J. Cohn, vice-president; James C. Ritter,
secretary; Barney Kilbride, treasurer. Directors are Ben Cohen, Charles Komer,
Wade Allen, Lew Wisper and Gustave W.
Funk.
No important

change

of policy was

made

in any respect, according to Carl Buermele
who remains as general manager.

a victim

of the

Trout season has opened big. Filmites
going forth with rod and reel are Sam
flu.
Barrett, Frank Wetsman, Allen Usher,
Jack Thompson, Hal Burriss and Jack
Sturm . . . Owen Blough and Carl Rush
are heading the theatrical committee for
Poppy Day.
Albert Shooks, Russell Hall and Sam
Mitchell have joined Theatrical Post of
the American Legion . . . Max Kolin has
moved to a new hotel, with the aid of
Sound Engineer Bill Marley . . . Jack
Ferentz, Buddy Fields, Pop Stole, Nicholas Tsouklas, Max Kolin and Harry Berns
were guests at the Legion Scribes’ party —
where the vets and journalists get together.
Detroit

to date

has

461

entries

in the

“Gateway to Hollywood" contest — a figure that places it 64 per cent ahead of
any other city per capita . . . Julius
Fodor, Benton Harbor-St. Joseph exhibitor, reports business on the upgrade in
these two resort towns.
Nat Haase of Metro Premium has taken
over the swivel chair since his secretary
had a rear-end collision with his best set
of dishes in it . . . Harlan Starr led the
Monogram gang off to Chicago, leaving
the girls to run the office.
Jack Flynn back in Detroit, after a fast
visit to Chicago . . . Frank J. Downey is
still getting compliments on the smooth
handling of that Variety Banquet crowd.
Has anybody ever seen Saul Korman
of the Grant without that cigar? . . .
Frank Jones, Vitagraph booker, was sick
for the past ten days with a strep throat
. . . Evelyn Cantor, RKO receptionist, was
out with a bad cold.
S.

C.

Waldron

is touring

the

north

Michigan resort sector, promoting National marquees . . . Howard Harris is
sporting a new hat — lost his last one
an aviation accident.

in

Jack Goldhar, flanked by Moe Dudelson, Syd Berman, Ed W eingarden and
Ernie Pickier left Thursday for the tenday UA convention in Hollywood, taking
in the San Francisco Fair en route.
Five

Cooperative Theatres

has been

crates

of oranges,

donated

to Va-

riety roaders
Club by
“Union
Pacific”torailwere intheturn
distributed
St.
Francis’

Home

for Boys,

German

Protes-

tant Orphan Home and Jewish Old Folks’
Homes, through Harold C. Robinson’s
trucks . . . Variety’s welfare committee,
Arthur Robinson, chairman, had a show
for shut-ins at St. Francis Hospital in
Hamtramck.
George

W. Carr, International seat representative, reports several chair deals expected to be closed soon.

Sol and Mac Krim are announcing
forthcoming shows at the Lasky with a
40-foot banner, the work of Lobdell Movie
Sign Co., and are getting similar huge
banners, for the Harmony and Park . . .
Frank
W. MacDonald,
radio “ham”
of the Michigan
Theatre,the
officially
owner
(Continued

on
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page
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Union Pacific Special
In Three-Hour Stop
Columbus-— The “Union Pacific” special,
heralding the Cecil B. DeMille picture,
made a three-hour stop here. On board
were George Raft, Warren William, Glenda Farrell, Brian Donlevy, Patricia Morison, William Henry, Evelyn Venable, Robert Preston, Sheila Darcy, Evelyn Luckey,
Luana Walters, Judith King and Anthony
Quinn.

Associate producer of the Paramount “Union Pacific,” Bill Pine, headed
the party with assistance of location director, Art Rosson.
Mayor Myron B. Gessaman was a guest
at breakfast on the train and was presented with a silver spike. WHKC, Mutual
station, carried a special radiocast. The
entire party visited Gov. John W. Bricker
at the statehouse, presenting him with an
orange wood gavel.
One of the largest crowds of the tour
was on hand to see the celebrities and inspect the train. Greater Columbus schools
were dismissed for the morning to permit
the students to attend. In cooperation
with The Citizen, John Barcroft of the
RKO
Palace arranged a candid camera
contest of shots taken of the stars.
The train left the city shortly before
noon for Dayton, with ten newspapermen
as guests, including Cecil Sansbury of Boxoffice.

Flesh on Occasion
Ai Albee, Cincy
Cincinnati — Stage

shows

are

$12,000 Damage
Akron Marquee

invading

downtown theatres, with the announcement that the RKO Albee will inaugurate
an intermittent flesh and first-run film
policy, beginning May 26.
Cliff Boyd, former manager of the RKO
Shubert, already has inaugurated stage
shows
tre.

at the

Further

Taft

(independent)

pronouncement

from

Thea-

RKO

sets

September 1 for the regular stage showfilm policy of the Shubert, now running
feature films only.
The

Albee

is being

reconditioned

back

stage.

Dressing rooms are being renovated, new back-drops and scenery erected, and batteries of huge spotlights in-

'J’WENTY-FIVE roses, the gift of the office, and a huge box of confections
greeted Florence Schomaker May 6, in
recognition of 25 years with Universal on
Filmrow.
Morris Zaidins, manager of the Gayety,
is the proud papa of a son, born at the
Jewish Hospital.

Owensboro, Ky. — Malco Enterprises, of
Memphis, headed by M. A. Lightman, has
closed a deal for the erection of a new
theatre at Owensboro, Ky. This one will
cost in the neighborhood of $50,000.
Malco now operates two theatres here —
the Empress and the Bleach, which were
acquired some 18 months ago.

Metro’s Pep Club staged a long distance
bowling contest with the Milwaukee
M-G-M exchange. Results were wired after the games, the local ladies, alack,
bowing to superior skill, even though Edna
Ossege boasts a good average, sent the
victors a box of candy. A dinner followed

J. C. Tunstell is Malco’s resident manager there. Malco also operates three
houses at Henderson with Leon Pickel as
man in charge.

at Scottie’s.
Si Stewart announces Panama Patrol,
Exile Express, The Singing Cow Girl and
Six Gun Rhythm, latest GN product ready
for release.

Cleveland — Two of last week’s first run
pictures were held over for second weeks.
“Three Smart Girls” moved from Warner’s
Hippodrome to the Allen, and “Wuthering Heights” moved from Loew’s State to
Loew’s Stillman.

Jerry Steel Helps
Out Oberlin
Oberlin,
Apollo

Ohio — Jerry

Theatre

is

Steel

o£

cooperating

the
with

Oberlin College as general advisor for
the equipment to be used in the new
3,000-seat college auditorium started
last week. The auditorium will be used
for non-theatrical

''This," declares
splendid example
terests may be

entertainment.

an observer, "is a
of how parallel in-

combined

tual interest of each,
acid

on
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the open

:: May

for the

instead

sore

mu-

of pouring

of competition."
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Akron — Fall of the Orpheum Theatre
marquee a year ago last March is the basis
for a $12,000 damage verdict rendered last
week in common pleas court in favor of
the estate of the late Archie J. Baringer,
railroad clerk, who was fatally injured in
the mishap.
The suit was directed against the Botzum Theatres Co., operators of the Orpheum, and the Bellows-Claude Neon Co.,
which was removing an electric sign while
dismantling the marquee. Defendants admitted liability, contesting only damages.

stalled. The hydraulic machinery which
controls the pit is being overhauled. The
stage will be sanded.
New York and Chicago booking offices
of RKO are to book the larger attractions.
Popular

prices are to prevail.

CINCINNATI

Malco Will Build Third
Owensboro, Ky., House

"Heights" "Smart Girls"
Are Held in Cleveland

Verdict in
Mishap

Republic’s Max Margolis is suffering
from arthritis . . . Their “Man of Conquest” opened to excellent business at
Dayton, May 5, following above the average grosses in the RKO Shubert here.
Mae

West

will be the Queen

City

Va-

riety Club’s star attraction at the annual
charity fund dinner-dance. May 13, in the
Netherland Plaza. Col. Arthur Frudenfeld
is in charge of the floor show, and the
event promises to be the biggest and best
ever.
Max Max of Bluefield, W. Va., was a
visitor on the Row, prior to the Derby,
and invited a number of the filmites to
his box for the big race.
Samuel Goddard has taken over the
theatre at Rockford . . . Ground has been
broken for a new house, to be called the
Globe, at North College Hill, local suburb . . . R. J. Schmidt and son are operating the new Fayette Theatre, at Selina, O.
Sales conventions depleted many offices
this week. The UA gang, headed by Harris
Duddelson, with Sales Representatives
Irving Sochin and James Hen del, new

Columbus
Cleveland,

man
transferred here from
left for Los Angeles. Wade

Windsor, who became ill May 4, was unable to leave. Following the convention
business the boys are to take in the Fair
at San Francisco and to be entertained
at Mary Pickford’s
eastward again.

home

before

traveling

Columbia's contingent took in Atlantic
City, with Allan Moritz, Harold Rullman,
Pete Niland, Charley Palmer, Link Davis
arid Jim Curran in the party.

on

Si James, exhibitor of Eaton, O., is
a fishing trip in Canadian waters.

Sam Hunter, 20 th-Fox, Huntington, W.
Va., is the father of a new baby boy, and
cigars are much in evidence.
Other visitors seen at the Row were
Miss Bertha Wolfe of Owenton, Ky.; A.
Miller, booker for Chesbrough’s; Paul McKay,
don,
O. Montgomery; L. C. Shenniman, Lon-

Ira Furman, manager of M-G-M’ s San
Francisco office, died this week. He was
well known in the Queen City, being at
one

time

The
closed
Dehue,

traveling

following

auditor
towns

for M-G-M.
report

theatres

due to the coal miners’ strike:
Helen, Kenvier, Lorado, Poweltown,

Stotesbury and Ward, W. Va., and Hardburly, Lackey, Wayland and Van Lear, Ky.

A THUNDER DRAMA
OF SURGING

ACTION

“SPECIAL with
INSPECTOR”
CHARLES

How

QUIGLEY
RITA HAYWORTH
GEORGE

McKAY

See
the V. S: Customs Agents
Exj>ose the Crooks

Big Feature Rights
Exchanges, Inc.

LOUISVILLE
gIGWIGS
Louis B.
here Derby
and calling
Downs.

of the industry, headed by
Mayer, were all over the place
Week, absorbing mint juleps
their shots out at Churchill

Quite

naturally, Derby Week had a refreshing effect on local boxoffices and
gave the promotion men plenty of stuff
to work with. For instance, over Strand
way. Manager Alton McCoy went in for a
complete, well-done Derby Day program
at the Downs, and distributed them over
the city as a plug for “The Lady’s From
Kentucky.” It was a swell stunt. Both the
Strand and the Brown, the latter under
the reins of Carroll Hannah, went in for
midnight shows Derby Eve.
Add to the long list of Kentucky Colonels the names of Joseph M. Schenck, 20th
Century-Fox chairman; David Butler, director; Walter Brennan and Don Ameche.
In announcing commissions for Schenck,
Butler and Brennan, Gov. A. B. Chandler
of Kentucky, speaking at the annual preDerby dinner of the Honorable Order of
Kentucky Colonels, praised them for their
work in producing the picture, “Kentucky.”
Ameche’s commission was held up until he
had sung “Easter Parade” for the gathering. Don’s personal appearance at the
Rialto, in connection with the showing of
"The Story of Alexander Graham Bell,”
filled the place to overflowing and tied up
motor and pedestrian traffic out front to
such a point that police had to go on
special duty to bring the situation in hand.
Incidentally, Ameche saw the big race from
the box of Mr. and Mrs. Dennis H. Long.
Long is secretary-treasurer of the Fourth
Avenue Amusement Co.

Miss Anna Bell Ward, Lexington, Ky„
partner of John P. Elliott in the WardElliott Enterprises of Lexington, which
operate theatres at Paris, Georgetown,
Somerset and Mt. Sterling, Ky., entertained with a Derby breakfast at the Jockey Club. Among guests were Former Gov.
Ruby Laffoon of Kentucky a?id Mrs. Laffoon; N. L. Nathanson, Toronto, head of
Famous Players Canadian Corp., and Mrs.
Nathanson; Jack Cohn, New York, vicepresident of Columbia Pictures Corp., and
Mrs. Cohn; Sam Briskin, Hollywood, Columbia producer, and Mrs. Briskin; L. E.
Keiler, Paducah, Ky., owner of theatres at
Paducah and Murray, Ky., and Mrs. Keiler; George Landis, of the Indianapolis

Latonia

New

Name

Clarksburg, W. Va. — The theatre at
nearby Bridgeport, formerly known as the
Warner-Virginia, will be named the Latonia when reopened by H. C. Coffman,
former assistant to George Nelson, who
has retired from exhibition at Fairmont
after 30 years.

Remodel

at Roscoe

Roscoe, Pa. — The Roscoe Theatre, recently acquired by Anthony Latella, has
been closed for extensive remodeling. Former operator of the theatre was Andy
Battiston.

5G

Expansion Is Manos
Answer to Slump

office of 20th Century-Fox, and Mrs. Landis; Nelson Ward, owner of the Trimble
and Tabb Theatres at Mt. Sterling, Ky.,
and

Mrs.

Ward;

Charles

Mayhugh,

mana-

ger of the Kentucky and Virginia Theatres at Somerset, Ky., and Sam and Harry
Switow, of the Modern Amusement Co.,
Louisville.
The Switows — and by the way they’re
active members of the order of Colonels
— did considerable entertaining, too. They
were the hosts at a party in their office
suite above their Kentucky Theatre, and
then

served as joint hosts at a birthday celebration at the Kentucky Hotel in
honor of Charles C. Pettijohn, general
counsel for MPPDA.
Perhaps we should

have said “General” Charles
for this was his rank two
head of the farflung Colonel
of the Messrs, and Mesdames
Charles M. Reagan, western

C. Pettijohn,
years ago as
army. Guests
Switows were
sales manager

for Paramount, and Mrs. Reagan; “Peck”
Gomersall, of Universal’s Chicago office,
and Mrs. Gomersall; the Landis’; Harvey
Day,

of 20th Century-Fox’s New York office, and Mrs. Day; William Sussman, eastern division manager for the same concern, and Mrs. Sussman; Fred Meyers, of

RKO,

New

York,

and

Mrs.

Meyers;

Gor-

don Craddock, of Universal’s Indianapolis
office, and Mrs. Craddock; Jim Grady, of
20th Century-Fox’s Cincinnati division,
and the Mrs., and Joe Negger, Indianapolis, 20th Century-Fox.
the hotel party, other guests presented Pettijohn a watch. Assisting the
Switows at this affair were the Jack Cohns,
the Sam Briskins, the L. E. Keiler s, Miss

Pittsburgh — While there is decided
pessimism on all fronts here, with the
coming of the summer season and with it
the daylight saving period together with
local area industrial problems, Michael
Manos, circuit executive, announces that
he is expanding, and will back his optimism with a
building and remodeling
program that will cost upwards of $350,000.
At Jeannette, Pa., the Monessen Amusement Co. is building a 977-seat theatre
which Manos visualizes as Iris finest theatrical property. He states that the plans
of Victor A. Rigaumont, architect, were
given very special attention because of
Manos’ regards for Jeannette, where, 36
years ago he entered the business world
as a confectioner. Located at 5th and
Clay avenues, the Jeannette theatre, to be
named the Mason, will be de luxe in each
department. Present plans are for an
early Fall opening.
Manos announced the purchase of a new
theatre site at Blairsville, Pa., where
plans are complete for the construction of
a 720-seat theatre for the Indiana County
Theatre Co. The new building will be of
modern construction, one story, with two
store rooms and large lobby. Indiana
County Theatre Co. owns and operates
the Manos Theatre at Blairsville, which
seats 1,000. No name has been selected for
the new house.

At

Ward,

Brian McMahon, U. S. assistant attorney general, and Jack Conley, New
York, among others.
Among other notables who saw the
Johnstown dash were Arthur M. Loew, New
York; Frank Orsatti and William Scott,
who

flew in from the coast; John Cromwell, RKO director; William G. Stuber,
formerly of Louisville, now chairman of

the board of Eastman Kodak; Cromwell’s
wife, Mary Brian, the actress; Edmund
Lowe and Mrs. Lowe, and George Raft.
Charles Behlin, of the Behlin Enterprises,
Lexington, Ky., was among the many city
and state Derbyites.
Mrs.

Stanley

Extensive

remodeling

has

been

planned

by

Manos for the Indiana Theatre, Indiana, Pa., owned by the Monessen Amusement Co. Front of the building will be
extended to increase the seating capacity
from 820 to 1,120 seats on the first floor.
Work will be started by June 1. Modern
front will replace the present one and the
interior will be remodeled and redecorated.
Monessen Amusement Co. will remodel
the Manos Theatre, Ellwood City, Pa., and
install a new marquee, modern structural
glass front, new seats, fixtures and equipments. Auditorium will be redecorated.
Manos is negotiating for three theatres
not revealed for publication as yet, which
he hopes to acquire at an early date.

Jacques, man-

ager of RKO’s Cincinnati office, and the
were in town for a social affair.

Blatts in Meadville
Meadville, Pa. — Blatt Brothers circuit
has acquired and is operating the Victor
Theatre here. The change was effective
several days ago. Former operator was
Richard Vetter. Blatt Bros, have been
active of late remodeling several theatres
and building a new one at Mercer.

Projectionist Bowlers
Hold an Election
Detroit — The

Nightingales

Club,

membership is composed of film
tionists who are bowlers, at its
election held May 1 unanimously
the following officers for the

whose

projecannual
elected
ensuing

Blatts to Modernize

year. Gilbert E. Light, Michigan Theatre, president, (re-elected) ; Edgar Douville, Globe, vice-president; Samuel Cornelia, financial secretary; Walter Rickens,
Beverly, treasurer; J. Davidson, Graystone,
recording and corresponding secretary.

Patton, Pa. — Grand Theatre, one of the
Blatt Bros, enterprises, will be modernized
and newly equipped under the direction
of William J. Blatt. The front will be
remodeled and a new office built.

First place for the 1938-39 season was
awarded to the National Carbon Co. team.
Preparations are now in progress for the
ABC bowling tournament scheduled to be
held here this year.
BOXOFFICE
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Extension on Majestic
In Philipsburg, Pa.
Philipsburg,

Pa. — A

45-foot

will be made on the rear of the
Majestic Theatre, with seating
to be nearly doubled, under plans
Lindsay, manager, and Frederick

Tablecloth
■AT

architect. The new rear space was formerly occupied by the Ledger Printing Co.,
which was burned out early last December.
Lindsay, who operates the Majestic in
association with the Odd Fellow’s, will observe his sixth anniversary as manager
of the theatre on July 1. He hopes to
have the addition and a modernization
program completed by that time.

of

the

11th

annual

banquet of the Variety^ Club, Tent No. 1,
has been rescheduled for Sunday, October 29. The Tech-Notre Dame grid contest will be played at the Stadium here
the day before the banquet.

Mrs. Thomas
Parkersburg,

W.

Builds

Va. — A

new

Take

Monogram

and

Honors

Cohen,

No.

business
to meet
tions . .
division,

Ralph

pleas court

W.

Liddy,

day, thinks

m.

is like being a judge — you’ve got
the public under difficult condi. Judge Joseph Gillis, conciliation
was speaker of the day.

Judges aplenty — others present were
Robert Sage, Charles Rubiner, Gerald
Groat, James J. Jeffries and Ned Smith
. . . Kid McCoy, otherwise Norman Selby,
was a speaker . . . Col. George McCoy of
Columbia argues with the Kid who is the
Real

McCoy — Kid

won

the decision.

McArthur claims he was “in the middle”
and he was right . . . Frank Lorenzen is
counting the days to Decoration Day —
and not sure what day of the week.
Mac

Krim

has donated

his mascot

1

sales-

man for Monogram, was awarded a watch
traveling bag, and William Leibler received a bag as second award, at the Chicago meet.

bear

to the Zoo — instead of making her into
a rug . . . Brother Sol Krim single-billed
“Jesse James” at the Lasky, following his
successful policy of dropping duals on really outstanding pictures.

Pittsburgh — When

the

Filmrow

bowling

Mo

on

rr

e

The

final standings:

Universal
Superior
Republic
Monarch
Columbia
Paramount

65
57
48
47
39
37

Boew’s
20th-Fox
W.
J.
H.
L.
P.
W.
B.
J.
G.
S.
J.

:: May

19
g7
36
37
45
47

25
19
Games

59
65
Avg.

73
77
81
74
57
48
78
84
81
57
83

153.58
146.56
143.63
137.1
134.54
133.3
139.71
129.13
138.5
127.63
127.49

Walters***
Scholl***
Shearer**
Michaels*
Quiter*
Hepp*
Josack*
Pemberton***
Ball*
Perilman**
Clark**

BOXOFFICE

Host

78

Won

Lake,

Mort Vinson is a steady luncheon fan —
Adcraft, Variety and other clubs . . . Bill
Carlson ad-libbed over WMBC
last two
luncheons; then this time they took the
program off the air.
Mrs. Paul Frischkorn, whose husband is
official Variety pianist, and Bill Carlson
have something in common — she is Norwegian, he’s Swedish . . . Lieutenant John
Bartkowiak had two of his Dearborn Safety
Boys up to the club Saturday doing a real
musical number; has a return engagement
next Saturday.

terms
good

69
is
77
53
75

A.
V.
A.

Marino
Josack**
Sims

84
81
48

M.
F.
B.
A.
E.
J.
J.
J.
A.
II.
M.
C.

Uet'ton*
Silverman
Hollenbaugli
Bostetter
Maekins
Mayer
Alexander
Palmer
Levy
Passarell*
Mann
Bruno

81
66
84
59
47
38
39
72
48
59
66
59

J. Daugherty
B. Hanna**
J. Veldenzer
J. Ryave
F. Marino
C. Miller
I). Allen
M. Broudy
J. Fontaine
J. Omstein
B. Thomas
II. Silverman
B. Nesbit
S. Ueiberfarb
I. Stein
J. Hanna
J. Weltner
M. Barrett
J. Saecone

*Winners
score.

of

77
72
61
57
61
80
78
67
15
77
75
60
36
51
36
18
69
62
83

weekly

awards

for

high

127.39
127.4
126.20
126.20
135.62
125.52
125.49
125.49
124.21
124.17
123.66
121.35
123.5
121
121.15
120.32
119.63
119.38

owners

of

on friendly

with representatives of all film distributing companies at a “get together of
guys” at the Conneaut Hotel, Tues-

day, May 16. The “frolick” will include a
golf tournament or two and a banquet.
M. A. Rosenberg, MPTO
president, will
officially represent the exhibitors and
Burtus Bishop jr., Loew’s branch manager
at Pittsburgh, will speak for the distributors. “Good Will” medallions will be handed to each person.
Initial golf game is scheduled for 2 p.
m., May 16, and the “dinner to remember” will be served that evening at 7:15.
Stag affair tickets are priced at $3.50, this
including green fees. Rooms at the Conneaut Hotel are $2, but banquet guests
are not required to regiser. Jack Judd is
general chairman and James H. Alexander
is treasurer. Proceeds will be donated to
the Pittsburgh Filmrow Relief Fund.

Boost lor Asher Shaw
In the UDT Ranks
Detroit — Asher

Shaw,

department

He

succeeds

Clifford

former

head

at United

Theatres, is promoted
sistant supervisor of

of

Detroit

to the post of astheatre operations.
Giesseman

who

re-

signed two weeks ago to enter non-theatrical business. Shaw’s former post will
be taken by Harold Brown, who was formerly a booker at UDT, Earl Hudson, director of publicity, announced.
Reports are current that Giesseman may
return to show business and that several
good offers have been made to him.

Considers Old Revivals
An Unwise Practice
Detroit — “I

V. Kally*
M. Freedel*
U. Hanna
E. Joyce
1). Eefton

Pa. — Theatre

the tri-state district will meet

the booking

IL I N G
league wound up its season, Universal
emerged the victor on the winning of 65
games and losing 19. W. Walters of
Paramount took top individual score with
249 for ten frames, and also took high 30
with 574. Second high ten went to J.
Clark of Universal with 229. Second and
third high 30 went to J. Scholl of Metro
with 534 and P. Quiter of Universal with
534. High team score honors for one game
were annexed by Republic with 774 and
Superior with 768.

Conneaut

c.

show

theatre

will be opened here under plans of Mrs.
Peter Thomas, well known local theatre
manager. Location is near the Hiehle
Theatre, and seating capacity will be
around 400. Mrs. Thomas, who operates
the New Palace, hopes to have the new
house ready for opening by August 1.

Pittsburgh — Jack

for common

LUNCHEON-

Charles C. Perry, chief barker, just returned from the N. Y. Fair . . . George

Pittsburgh Barkers Move
Fete Date to Oct. 29
Pittsburgh— Date

VARIETY

Detroit — Judge

addition

400-seat
capacity
of Garth
Schollar,

THE

Pitt Area Trade Frolic
Will Be Held May 16

Notes

don’t

think

really

old

pic-

tures should be reissued and brought back,”
Sergeant Charles W. Snyder, police censor, told Boxoffice this week. “Take the
case of ‘The Sheik.’ Valentino was a great
artist in his day, but styles of acting have
changed, and his work looks humorous to
modern audiences. People tend to laugh
when they see it, and that is an injustice
to Valentino’s"Ren
memory.”
o" to
Hollywood

“Reno”

— John

for Producer

Twist

Twist

Robert

is

scripting

Sisk at RKO.

118.51
114.13
113.49
113.35
113.7
111.25
110.32
109.53
109.15
109.14
109.8

Warns of Spies in
Steel Mills
Pittsburgh — Spies infest
steel mills, declared Leon
former

106.14
106.4
105.68
103.55
103.5
101.4
98.21
97
96.66
93.51
93.44

G-man

who

vance of Warner's

was

this city's
G. Turrou,
here

in

“Confessions

adof

a

Nazi Spy." Turrou, on whose material
the film is based, addressed the Interclub Council of Pittsburgh in the William Penn Hotel. Lya Lys, who has a
leading

role

in the

for press interviews
a luncheon.

picture,
and

was

was

here

guest

at

individual
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Late W, A . McShatfrey
A Pioneer Exhibitor
TACK ESSICK of the Scoville, Essick and
Reif circuit is postponing his trip to
Hollywood until sometime in June. The
change of date from the middle of May is
so that he can be No. 2 man at the wedding of his brother, Ray, on June 15 . . .
The baseball lure has hit Filmrow so, is it
any wonder that the general public is
passing up films these days in favor of
League Park?
Nat Levy, RKO district manager, was
here completing the managerial exchange
in which Herbert Greenblatt takes George
Lefko’s place in Pittsburgh, while Lefko
comes to Cleveland. George is a shining
example of the old story “local boy makes
good.” He was a salesman out of the
Cleveland office prior to becoming branch
manager in Pittsburgh six years ago . . .
Commander Howard Roth of Variety Post
of the American Legion has decreed May
13 as the last Post meeting of the season.
Activities uyil be resumed in the autumn.
Bob Menches
Akron, made the
other day, being
few out-of-town
week . . . Meyer
have taken back

of the Liberty Theatre,
rounds of exchanges the
conspicuous as one of the
exhibitor visitors of the
Kaplan and Nate Shultz
the Arion Theatre which

they sold to Sam Fine in 1938 ... In Lansing, Miss Lina Pagot has purchased the
Lansing Theatre from Albert Paglia.
Al Sunshine of Hollywood Advertising
Co. is calling on the theatre owners in the
Ohio -Pennsylvania
styles in summer

territory with the latest
seat covers . . . Nate

Schultz, Monogram franchise owner, headed the local delegation attending the convention in Chicago last weekend. In the
party were Sam Schultz, booker, and salesman Lee Chapman and Jack Finberg.
Bob

Handler

added

long road paved with
offered to drive the
the train and speed
to the convention.
packed into the car,

another

brick to that

good intentions. He
Monogram boys to
them on their way
All the bags were
the passengers were

assembled and ready to go, when lo! —
the car refused to budge. So the baggage
was unpacked, shifted into a taxi and the
conventioneers set forth leaving Bob and
his good intentions parked in front of the
Film Bldg.
Warren

Irons, who

has been

Monessen,
67, who

died

Pa. — William

(Continued

A. McShaffrey,

at his home

on

Route

71

east of here, was one of the pioneer exhibitors of the country. Ill for a year,
he underwent several major operations
last fall in the McKeesport Hospital.
McShaffrey came here in 1904, when the
nickelodeon was just beginning to make
its appearance. He rented a storeroom on
Donner Ave. and his business developed
so rapidly that he later constructed a large
theatre on Sixth St. He conducted this
business with his son, Roy, until eight
years ago, when he leased the property to
the Monessen Amusement Co., controlled
by Michael Manos. In 1928 he acquired
the property on Donner Ave., now known
as the Manos Theatre, and upon his retirement, he leased both properties.

E. B . Morton

Field

Pittsburgh — His 25th year in the theatre equipment field is being observed by
E. B. Morton, local branch manager for
National Theatre Supply. Morton first
was associated with Rowland & Clark.
Next he joined Hollis, Smith and Morton,
Inc., which company he acquired outright
in 1924. He sold out to NTS two years
later.

ID) IE ir R CO) II T
(Continued

from

page
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of station W8QIX, has talked by air with
European and African stations.
Bill Schuttenhelm takes his night off on
Tuesdays . . . Joseph A. Smith and Mrs.
H. R. Moore, operating the Exhibitors’
Truck Service, have dropped all film trucking except on their original route to Adrian, Mrs. Moore informs.

on the sick
Emil H. Beck, independent booker, reports accounts coming in nicely . . . Mort
Grass will have a new premium tieup
ready for fall distribution.

it is operated by the audience, object being to engender enthusiasm of participation and to eliminate any suspicion of
controlled manipulation . . . Arthur Unger
of Coulter Premiums is readying himself
for a trip to St. Louis and Kansas City in

a

interest
ium deals.

of several

important

prem-

Edward A. Long, of Long Sign Co., took
trip into Ohio this week . . . Walter

Woodward, who lately took over the Watervliet, Mich., Theatre, was one of a group
of six who caught a 125-pound sturgeon
there last week — sent him to Kalamazoo

Warren A. Slee has that extra chair for
his visitors now . . . He used to be a

and Branch

sailor — everything

Manager

Matt

Goodman

lead-

their two-hour

58

stop-over.

from

deckhand

last Friday

in regu-

Lodge, near Emporium, which was destroyed by fire several months ago. They have
37 acres of woodland and a new hunting
and

fishing cabin . . . Dr. W. C. Frost, after some delay, opened the Castle (formerly the Pearl and State) at Castle
Shannon. Dean McCloskey is manager.
House has been modernized and newly
equipped . . . Max Shulgold is busier and
happier than usual, now that GN is coming through with some product . . . Bring
your golf sticks to the industry shindig
at Conneaut Lake May 16.

10 Years Ago
IN PITTSBURGH

was

to edit-

ing the ship’s newspaper . . . James Sharkey is leading the Detroit RKO exchange,
still in top place in the home stretch of
the national George J. Schaefer Drive.

manager of the Harris State, McKesport. . . Teddy Joyce departing from

Loew’s

Penn after highly successful engagement of a year as master of ceremonies. Livingstone Lanning, Penn manager, replaced Teddy by bringing in Wesley Eddy . . . Theatre at Liberty destroyed
by fire . . . Following the removal of
many film exchanges to the Blvd. of the
Allies, those remaining on Forbes street

10 years ago were UA, FN, Fox, Alexander’s Columbia, Standard, Tiffany-Stahl,
Educational, World Wide and Supreme.
Warner Bros, granted permit to build
new de luxe theatre at Erie . . . John C.
Fisher,

nephew

of

Governor

Fisher

of

Pennsylvania, named manager of the Orpheum and Grand, Titusville . . . Only
four foreign stars left on this side of
the Atlantic were Greta Garbo, Nils Asther, Maurice Chevalier and Vilma Banky . . . Dr. Lee DeForest predicted for our
publication that English would become the
universal language because of talking pictures. . . Sam E. Bleyer named as manager for the new Park Theatre Corp., Meadville . . . T. L. Rogerson, West Virginia,
whip and broom manufacturer, purchased
the M. A. Sybert theatres at Moundsville
and McMechen.
Alex Moore elected chairman of the
board of the MPTO
of W. Pa. Anthony
P. Jim, president, and Fred J. Herrington, secretary, holding regional conventions . . . Meyer E. Goldstein with Educational. . . Jack Graham with World
Wide

for exhibition — alive.
The UA boys got away last Thursday
on the first leg of their Hollywood convention with District Manager Bert Stearn
ing the parade . . . Paramount’s “Union
Pacific” trainload of stars were greeted
by about 500 enthusiastic fans during

53)

JOHN
P. HARRIS’
Memorial
McKeesport,
was dedicated
at a Theatre,
brilliant
opening, with John H. Harris and D. A.
Harris officiating; J. A. McDonald was
named house manager. Morty Henderson

25 Years

In Equipment

met

page

Tom Andrews, Ed Lebby and Bob Lynch
have been rebuilding their Log Cabin

Mrs. McShaffrey, the widow, survives, together with the son, Roy, of this city, a
granddaughter, Lois McShaffrey, and a
Pa.
sister,
Mrs. F. M. McCullough of Oil City,

list for the past few weeks, is back in circulation again and enthusiastic over a new
game device which he has developed for
theatres. The novelty of the device is that

the

MPTO
directors
lar session.

from

men

. . . Alice Ziegler at UA out-bossing, out-working and out-talking any three
in the business . . . (Those were

the

happy

days!)

. . . Local

hits of the

week:

“Bridge of San Luis Rey,” “Chinatown Nights” with Wallace Beery, “Close
Harmony” with Buddy Rogers, “Show
Boat” with Laura La Plante, and “Hole
in the Wall” with Claudette Colbert and
Edward G. Robinson.
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Safety Device Bill
Discarded in Mass.

Anti-Trust Litigants Utilize
Recess to Assimilate Data

Bqston — A bill to require installation
of safety devices on 35mm projectors in
Massachusetts has been tossed out by the
state

legislature. The measure was recommitted several weeks ago after its extinction had been practically assured.
Labor and tax measures still pend for
action by the Bay State legislature which,
according to present indications, may sit
well into the summer. The fact that the
new biennial law will erase any convening
next year except on special calling, stimulates the possibility of an extraordinary
1939 session.
A bill to prohibit stage appearances of
children under 14 years of age was still
in the works at the time of going to press.
Indications were that the measure, which
would supersede the present fifteen-yearold limitation, would be filed in the waste
basket.

Allied Eastern Regional
Meeting Called May 20
Boston — The

eastern

regional

England theatremen was Rodgers’
sion of a recent Malden affair.

in Malden?” George S. Ryan,
the plaintiff, asked Rodgers.
“Yes,”

the

Loews,

attorney

for

Inc., executive

re-

Yamins, president of the Independent Exhibitors, Inc., is to name three
directors of the local organization. One
stra-

tegically established by Lydon’s recent
vice-presidential selection by Col. Harry
A. Cole.

then

“Did he have
“Yes.”
time he talked

“Was the purpose of making that fact
publicly
known in any way to induce Mr.
den?”
Ramsdell to purchase the Loew or Metro
“To the contrary,” Rodgers stated.
product?”
“Was the purpose to operate a thea“Yes.”
tre in Malden?”
“Did Loew ever operate a theatre
Malden?” asked Ryan.
Rodgers replied they had not.

in

from
con-

“Who was with him?”
tion?”
“Several of his partners

: : May

13, 1939

him

whose

cannot recall at the moment.”
“Do you know a Mr. Nathan
“Very well,” said Rodgers.
“Did

Yamins

“The
“Did

second time, yes.”
Mr. Max Levenson

at the

come

on

names

I

Yamins?”

with

Mr.

come

Rams-

on

with

come

on?”

time.”

“Did Mr. Arthur K. Howard
dell?”
Rogers didn’t think so.
“Do
know
Mr.s. Howard?”
“Yes,”yousaid
Rodger

“Were

there

rather

lengthy

discussions

been, Ryan continued, “And did they
culminate in a franchise being entered into
“Yes,”
by the corporation operating theatres in

“And with that did Loew’s, Inc., abanMalden?”
don the intention to operate a theatre in
“Yes,” said Rodgers.
that city?”
When Ryan asked Rodgers

if he

could

name “any place in greater Boston where
Metro has refused to sell a subsequent run
to an

exhibitor

who

was

willing to pur-

chase at reasonable terms,” the general
sales manager replied, “We would never

“In refusing to sell the Uptown Theatre did you do it to protect any other account than the Loew Theatre?”
“Yes, those theatres in the vicinity
aside
from
Loew’s.”
“Well,
wasn’t
the reason you refused to
sell the Uptown Theatre that you wanted
to protect

Loew's

State

Theatre

against

the competition of that theatre?”
“Yes, sure.”
“In other words,” said Ryan,
wanted
to protect
“First-run.”
“You

BOXOFFICE

with

with you?”

Loew Theatre < Loew’s State)?”
“Not intentionally,” said Rodgers.

Harry Kirchgessner, National Screen
Service head, has received no word of any
such proposed amalgamation, he declares.
National Screen Service is expected to
begin construction of a new office building shortly, on property acquired last year
at the Broadway comer of Winchester
Street.

Train Starters —

charges in a Maine superior court. Previous victories were at Bath and Rockland.

someone

to the situa-

sell the Uptown Theatre in Boston.”
“Was the reason you refused to sell the
Uptown Theatre you wanted to protect the

Boston — Entirely bare of confirmation
has been the increasingly prevalent chatter that poster departments of local majors may be concentrated under a National Screen Service roof. Some have
even named the inauguration date as
June 1.

Boston — A
lottery case inaugurated
against Bank Night at Bar Harbor, Me.,
has been thrown out of court. It is the
third instance that Roy E. Heffner has
been successful in combating lottery

in regard

in regard to the Malden situation?” Ryan
asked.
When Rodgers admitted that there had

“Yes.”

Central Poster Department
Reports Are Groundless

Bank Night Victorious
At Bar Harbor , Me.

Metro

“Has he been secretary of the Inde“Yes.”
pendent Exhibitors, Inc. for some time?”

did your company make arrangements to build a theatre in Mal-

“Did Mr. Ramsdell come on
Massachusetts to talk to somebody

nected with
“Yes.”

Ramsdell?”
Mr.“Also
the second

plied.
“As a matter of fact,” Ryan continued,
“had Metro been shut out of Malden for

“And

Nathan

vacancy

ver-

“Do you remember that sometime ago
there was some difficulty in selling the
Metro product to the Ramsdell Theatres

meeting

the regular line of legislation, general industry conditions, and organization problems.

will fill the

Closely scrutinized has been the deposition of William P. Rodgers, M-G-M
divisional sales manager, recently introduced in the trial. Interesting to New

a year or two?”
“One year, I believe.”

of Allied States Ass’n will be held May
20 at the Hotel Astor in New York City.
Prank Lydon, eastern regional vice-president who called the confab, told this
publication that discussions would follow

appointment

Boston — Attorneys in the Morse &
Rothenberg anti-trust suits continued on
a fortnight recess this week, but used some
of the time in brushing up on details in
the litigation which has been before a
master for nearly half a year.

Thad C. Barrows, Metropolitan chief
projectionist, and Margueritte Engs of
Paramount Studio would have arrived
in Boston last week on the “Union
Pacific” special if they had only stayed
aboard after this shot was snapped
on the Wesf Coast where Barrows
attended the SMPE convention.

wanted

“Right,”

your
to

own

protect

“you

house.”
your

own

said Rodgers.

Ryan
askedsituation
Rodgers that
if it for
struck
“as
an
unusual
one him
season,
house?”
as for example 1930-31, all major companies refused to sell subsequent runs to
the Arcadia Theatre in Portsmouth,” and
then “for the following season all major
companies should simultaneously refuse to
(Continued on page 62)
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Major Healey Will Lead
Legionnaires Service

Lieberman's Exploitation
Program All-Inclusive
part in the “Union
jyjAINE, ”too, took
publicity stunt in Boston May
Pacific
4. Manager Harry Botwick of the State
Theatre here interested Guy P. Gannett,
of Maine’s most influential newspapers, in the project and as a result
several newspapermen, including Gannett,
had a good time and the film received
newspaper and radio publicity. The picture
is to open at the State May 9.
publisher

Others in the Maine delegation included
Frank Vennett, manager of the Opera
House, Bath; B. Storer, editor of the Bath
Times; Jim O' Donald, manager of the
Haines Theatre, Waterville; “Rabbit” Talbot, Waterville Sentinel reporter, and Ray
Gailey, Portland Evening Express reporter.

Boston — When
ick E. Lieberman

circuit-owning Fredergoes in for direct mail

advertising, it’s with no diminutiveness.
A recent Lieberman broadcast contained
monthly

programs

to the Repertory,

Boston — Major Patrick F. Healey, state
department of public safety executive and
Commander of the Theatrical Post of the
American

News

Reel, Normandie, Bijou, Square, and Tremont theatres; an announcement that the
Tremont is being newly renovated to include modern rest rooms; a jewelry store
ad, tying in a Tremont theatre building
store with “Trade Winds”; and no less
than four passes apiece to each of the
six theatres. The latter involved service
charges of a dime per person.

Legion, will head district legionnaires when they decorate the graves

of past comrades on Memorial Day. Resting places visited will include those of
Lieutenant A. Vernon Macaulay, Orlando
Catignani, Carl Morse Crawford, John
Fullick, Royal Greene, Edward V. Magann. Merle G. Mitchell, Arthur Tartro,
William C. Spearin, Frank Zampino, John
Malcom
Blue, Benjamin Wolpe, and
George

Weinstein.

The regular schedule of shows has been
resumed at the Capitol Theatre, Sanford.
A film caught fire in the projection booth
April 29 and was partially destroyed. The
900 persons present were immediately
transferred to the State Theatre. Manager Burton Perkins of the Capitol said the
booth and part of the theatre were wet
down somewhat.
The
move

Westbrook

city council will make

no

to legalize Sunday shows in the interim between the time the law legalizing

them

becomes operative in July and December, when citizens vote on the matter,
unless theatre managers make application. No such application has yet been
made.
Charles Israelson opened his Wells Beach
Casino Theatre May 6. Mrs. A. Leavitt is
at Ogunquit preparing to open Leavitt’s
Theatre for the summer. George Sharby
of Sharby circuit is in charge of the sale
of 16mm films, which are used by schools
and hospitals. He was in Brattleboro, Vt„
last week.
On file in superior court is a suit brought
by Preble, Inc., of Portland, against four
individuals and corporations , separately ,
for $2,500 in each case, alleging the sums

Bostonians

in Hollywood —

Guests of Actor Henry O’Neill on the Warner lot during a recent visit to
Hollywood were Mr. and Mrs. George Zakon. Zakon, at the left, is a Boston
theatre operator.

Fete for Morris Joseph
Now Set for May 23

"Union Pacific" Special
Is Greeted in Boston

to be due for rental of Keith’s Theatre
from May, 1938, to the following August.
Defendants are Frederick E. Lieberman,
Morton T. Lieberman, both of Boston;
Keith Theatre, Inc., Proven Pictures, Inc.,
of Maine, both of Portland.

Boston — The “Union Pacific” special
arrived in Boston last week with one
crate of Sunkist oranges and a load of

Despite a statement by the board of
motion picture examiners that several local
operators are without work because of
two closed theatres, the Portland city coun-

some years ago.
was a new idea.

cil last week granted a first
license to Merle G. Gelks
ton, Mass. The councillors
not refuse a license to a

class operator’s
of North Grafsaid they would
man who had

Hollywood personalities. The first shipment of that particular fruit ever made
from California rolled over U. P. rails

Robert

Tony

Russo,

manager

of the

Premier

Littleton, N. H., has fully recovered from a long illness and is back on
the job . . . Making trips through Maine
now are Johnny Moore, Paramount sales
manager out of Boston; Ed Bradlee, Paramount salesman, and Bill Benjamin.

with

Brian

Cooling for State
N. H. — A $25,000 air-condi-

tioning system is being installed in Shea’s
State Theatre here by C. H. Wolf, Columbus, Ohio, engineer.

60

in the DeMille

Donlevy,

Lynne

Overman,

Henry,

and

AnPa-

Film critics, together with M&P Publicist Harry Browning, met the train at
Worcester and from there proceeded to
the

Meadow

St., commemorating his 25th anniversary as Universal manager here, has
been definitely set for Tuesday, May 23,
instead of May 22, as previously announced.
Members of the trade from all over the
state, as well as out-of-state

featured

thony Quinn, William
tricia Morison.

Ritz Carlton and cocktails.
ands viewed the rolling publicity.

Thous-

visitors, will

be onhashand
congratulate
the industry
“Dean,”
who
been toidentified
with the
in Connecticut since its early beginning.

GN

Has Prints

Boston — Marcel Mekelburg, newly appointed Grand National branch manager,
reported the arrival here last week of
prints of “Exiled Express” and “Panama
Patrol.” J. W. Levine, field representative here from New York, reported that
the shipment marks the beginning of exmons tensive
Corp. distribution by the E. W. Ham-

Sam

Manchester,

star transportation

celluloid, received an ovation at South Staiion. He is from suburban Boston. Evelyn Venable was also aboard, together

qualified.

Theatre,

Preston,

The

New Haven — Date of Morris Joseph’s
cocktail party at the Universal offices on

Moscow

Loses Son

Boston — Stanley Moscow, son of Sam
M. Moscow, died last week at Beth Israel
Hospital. He was buried Thursday in
Woburn. The son of the southern district
manager of Columbia had been ill here
for many weeks.

Mekelburg

Opens

Drive-In

Boston — Marcel Mekelburg, Grand National branch manager in Boston, opened
his new Drive-In
Conn., Sunday.

Theatre

BOXOFFICE
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JOSEPH A. DIPESA, for many years Bos^ ton publicity manager for what is now
Loew’s, Inc., is up and around at his
49 Undee Road home in Brighton. DiPesa,
who recently suffered throat hemorrhages,
is planning a brief trip to the White Mountains. H. M. Addison, divisional manager,
has extended him a long rest period and
has

brought Lou Brown up from
dence to handle assignments.

Provi-

Pete Tulloch, who quit the Paramount
Theatre staff to become a state policeman,
is the father of nine pounds of new male
citizen.

George C. Cronin, manager of the Empire in Providence, is acting district manager for Associated Theatres during the
illness of Anthony Romano.
Leo? i J. Bamberger, sales promotion manager for RKO, is remembering one and
another New England exhibitor with postcards mailed from the World’s Fair Post
Office. It’s all because of the Pathe News
Special, “World of Tomorrow.’’
Leonard Goldberg is back with Morse &
Rothenberg, following a turn with the
Tower in Lowell and with a local premium
concern.

A1 Swerdlove,
new blue Buick.

premium

man,

is plus a

Al Duffy, former publicist for Shubert
here and now writing for Columbia, combined on “Blind
Helen

Morris

Alley."
has

resigned

from

the

M-G-M office force effective May 20. It’s
domesticity with Gerald Swaebe, former
local film man now in New York.
William Marsh, M-G-M, has been in
Boston . . . Harry Segal, Imperial head,
culminated New York business last week.

year of continuous
tributor.

service

with

the

dis-

Charles Tucker, who has been ill, returns in June to manage the Hyannis
Theatre for Interstate.
Marion Bell, district manager’s secretary
Pops.
at M-G-M, attended the opening night at

Construction has started on a new openair theatre near the Framingham-Natick
line.
Harry
has been

Asher,
ill with

independent
the flu.

distributor,

Maurice N. Wolf, Metro district manager,
called a New England district meeting here

John Henes has darkened the Apollo
where he has been spotting a number of

Friday

foreign features.

and

and Saturday. The attendants included office managers, salesmen, bookers,
checking supervisors.

Francis Cronin, formerly with the local
Metropolitan and now manager of the
Community in Dedham, has
proached by several New York
with business offers.

been approducers

Morris Joseph, Universal branch manager in Connecticut, is the piece de resistance of a Silver Anniversary Week. The
stanza

of May

2-27

marks

Joseph’s

Myer Stanzler is taking over the Greenwich Theatre, former Phil Smith house in
East Greenwich, R. I. . . . P. Edward Comi,
of the Theatre Service Supply Co., has
. nstalled projection equipment at the location which, it is understood, has been acquired on a five-year lease.
Sain Davidson, Cameo Screen Attractions
head, is lining up a number of summer
situations

25th

for “Pearls of the Crown."
(Continued on page 64)

The

Charles F. Hanlen of the Ocean Park
Theatre in ditto Maine was in town last
week . . . Abe Montague and Lou Astor,
Columbia executives, were also here.
Tom Wall, former house manager of the
Metropolitan and now resident manager
for M&P at the Capitol in suburban Boston, is recuperating following an appendix
removal. Morris Streletsky has been taking over.
Charles Wilson, Republic booker, had his
automobile stolen from the district one day
last week. It was recovered.
Dan Murphy, operator of Loring Hall in
Hingham, has been ill with the grippe.
Frank

Leavitt, manager

of the Park

in

Everett for Irving Green, is about to undrydock a recently acquired forty-foot
cruiser.
Phil Bloomberg
in Salem.

has darkened

the Empire

William J. Cuddy, RKO
booker and
Cinema Club president, called a meeting
of the film fraternity Monday at 60 Church
St.
Mike Gorfinkle of Columbia has
laid up with a dislocated vertebra.

been

Harry Rogovin, Boston branch manager
for Columbia, headed for Atlantic City this
week with Fellow Conventioneers Tim Donohue, Harry Olshan, Manny Cohen, Saul
Simons, Joe Wolf, Abe Barry, and Harold
Sachs.
Mrs. Harry Browning, wife of the M&P
advertising manager, is convalescing at
her Arlington home following
tion and an operation.

hospitaliza-

Joe Longo, United Artists publicity man,
formerly with Loew here, was in Detroit
last week.
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Provide

COMFORT
That Builds Steady

Capitol Theatre Supply Co

PATRONAGE

28-30

Piedmont

Street

Boston
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Recess in M&R Suit

jyiLevy,
™ ever

Is Being Utilized
(Continued
sell any product

from

page

later,

branch

manager,

had

desirable account?”

59)

to that subsequent

asked

Jersey

“He told me,” said Rodgers, “in one
place where he had sold them, I think
either Newburgh or Poughkeepsie, where
run ex-

hibitor?”
‘‘It strikes me as unusual,” Rodgers replied.
Edward McClennen, defense counsesl,
had objected to the question on the
grounds that it was immaterial and that
it assumed as facts things of which there
were no evidence.
Ryan,

New

told him any fact that would indicate that Morse & Rothenberg was an “un-

Rodgers

he had

reason to believe that their representative had altered a contract, which
escaped his attention until after it was
approved. And in another case he had so
much difficulty in getting together with
him and so much difficulty in handling
their account that the upshot of it was,
they

requested to be relieved of the contract, and he was glad to accommodate

if David

“Did

he say that they altered

the con-

tract after it had been approved?”
“No,” Rodgers said, “he said they had
altered the contract after it had been presented for signature.”
“After it had been presented to the exhibitor for signature, and before delivery
to the distributor, the exhibitor made
some change in the contract?”
pressed.
“That’s right,” said Rodgers.
“Is that

anything

objectionable

Ryan

in the

contracts with Metro Distributing Corp.?”
“In this particular case it was very objectionable,” Rodgers replied.
“At any rate,” Ryan said a few minutes
later, “the contract was eventually ap“That’s

right,” Rodgers

stated.

them.”

MONOGRAM
NEWS

OF THE

WEEK

This week it's our pleasure to present one
of the few women exhibitors in New England. Fellows, meet Mrs. Rose Coriaty of
Uxbridge, Mass., who has been doing a
first-class job in running a theatre and raising a family. When her husband passed
away four years ago, Mrs. Coriaty took over
his theatre — the Bijou — and proceeded to
learn the ropes. Today she handles practically every detail of the business, even
books her own pictures. lust one look at
this brave woman's smile will show you
that she has been successful in her work.

proved?”
800-Seat
Classical House
Planned in Ridgefield
Ridgefield, Conn. — Casey & Wheeler, operators of the Playhouse, New Canaan,
will build an 800-seat theatre along classical lines, with September set as opening
date. Excavation already has begun.
Policy will be similar to that of the New
Canaan house. Pictures were shown 20
years

Nate, however. He's about the only man who can smile and hold his cigar
in position at the same time. Nate, you know, operates the Playhouse in Ayer,
Mass., and the Jason in East Weymouth.
He lives on a beautiful estate in Hingham.
Some time ago Nate bought his young son
a pony in the hope of training the lad to
become a western star. But Nate's hopes
are smashed and the boy's chances of becoming another Tex Ritter are nil. You see,
the pony died.
*

*

Welansky takes over that location Monday. Robie has recently been assistant
to Max
new

acquisitions,

fifth of the Monolocal houses.

Adopt Counter

Cards

Boston — Small counter cards with
easels, prepared along herald lines, have
proved popular in New England with such
theatremen as Ed Bomes of the Hollywood in East Providence; Jack Markle of
the

Coolidge Corner and Brookline Village in Brookline, and A1 Rudenstein of
the Princess in Bridgewater. Hy Teich of
Pour Star Program Company is putting
out the novelties.

Heads

Club

Cuddy, vice-president at the time
Martin of Universal resigned because of his promotion to city salesman,
succeeded to the post without an election.

Steve Broidy

62

the

gram exchange owner’s

Club.
Harry

come in. Ask us about "Boys' Reformatory"
next time you stop in. "Wolf Call," a story
about the Royal Canadian Northwest Mounted Police with beautiful Movita,
is also ready. Jack Doyle, the Irish thrush, liked the picture so well that he
upped and married Movita a coupe of weeks ago.

STREET

Michaels at the Columbia. Immediate renovations will be started on the

Cuddy

Box office reports on "Streets of New
York" with Jackie Cooper prove our contention that the picture is a sockeroo! Another picture in the Frankie Darro series has

39 CHURCH

Hall.

Boston — William J. Cuddy of RKO
is
the new president of the Boston Cinema

*

Monogram

Town

Boston — Arthur Robie may be manager
of the Bowdoin Square Theatre when Ben

distributors alike.

Here's another firstie for you! When we asked Nate Hochberg to pose
with a smile, we thought he would remove his cigar from his mouth. Not

in Ridgefield’s

Arthur Robie May Helm
The Bowdoin Square

She deserves a big hand. Mrs. Coriaty is
highly respected in the film district by other
exhibitors and

ago

Pictures, inc.
BOSTON

Balloting had formerly been thought necessary under organization by-laws, but
Martin’s retention of membership in the
executive committee obviated that step.

Richard Jennings Rites
Boston — Fellow members of the theatrical post of the American Legion officiated
at a military funeral for Richard Jennings,
head

engineer for Keith’s Memorial. Jennings died of pneumonia last Monday at
the age of 43. His widow, the former Doris
Dalton, and two children survive.
BOXOFFICE
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JN SPITE of complaints about business,
a quick survey of the Connecticut spring
scene shows us almost a dozen new building or renovation projects, totaling about
$600,000 in estimated cost, all since January 1 . . . New type propaganda, applied
psychology, or what have you: Jack Fishman’s sign in the Fishman Theatre office:
“WE ARE DETERMINED
NOT TO WORRY.” They say it works!

William Hutchins of National Theatre
Supply will supervise installation of Western Electric sound equipment in the new
Drive-In Theatre on the Milford Turnpike,
which is rapidly nearing completion. Milford Drive-In Theatre Corp. of Connecticut, in charge of J. DiMauro of Boston, is
the operator . . . Also in the great outdoors will be Sal Adorno’s Airdome, in
preparation for which he is grading the site
next to his parking space in Middletown,
after which he will proceed with installation of cushioned seats and a canvas roof.
Patrons will have free parking. Adorno expects to be open the middle of June.
The Shrewsbury Drive-In on the Boston
and Worcester Turnpike has already opened for its second season . . . John Hesse,
Roger Sherman, New Haven, manager, and
Edward Lynch, Warner Theatre, Bridgeport, pilot, are exchanging places for a few
weeks.

Morris Joseph’s silver anniversary party
at the Universal office has been switched
to Tuesday, May 23, and advance plans
promises a memorable day for the Dean
and all his well-wishers . . . Sam Hoffman
and others of the younger set, including
Leo Schapiro, will do the “boogy-woogy”
. . . The Loew-Poli Ushers’ Ball at the
Seven Gables had its date changed to May
16 .

. .

Warner

Club

spring

informal

at

the Gables was attended, almost exclusively
by the Theatre Department.
Accident report: Burton Van Doren of
the Hamilton, Waterbury, fell off the roof
of his garage recently and broke two ribs.
Van Doren is recuperating at the Grace
Hospital in Waterbury. Meantime plans
for the construction of his new 600-seat
theatre have been suspended pending his
recovery.

Last Thursday came and went in the
legislature, but the Bingo bill was not
dragged out of committee. The bill now
awaits decision on horse and dog-racing.
Many think racing, which is being backed
by Big New York interests with a view to
building a race-track m Stamford, has an
excellent chance of passing, even over the
governor’s threatened veto. A Bridgeport
wag remarks, however, that “if political
caution is to be cast aside in favor of a
legislative program that will stand before
the nation as a thing of beauty, Bingo may
be left waiting at the church.”
“The Hardys” rode high in Hartford,
Bridgeport and New Haven and had extended stays. Jack Sidney, assistant, and
Otto Esposito, exploitation man, at the
Loew-Poli, Bridgeport, have drummed up
a Hardy Family fan club of over 5,000
members, each of which gets a Hardy Certificate with autograph facsimiles. Jack,
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incidentally, is doing a good piece of work
in the absence of the boss, Matt Saunders,
who is acting publicity head at New Haven.
On

the day

when

everyone

was

airplane of his own plugging “The Hardys
Ride High.” Saunders also promoted a full
page co-op ad in the Post and Telegram,
Bridgeport, on “Three Smart Girls Grow
Up ’ . . . and let a baker do their baking
which was used by a prominent Connecticut bakery. Jack Mulhall, the butler of
the picture, and a native of Bridgeport,
was tied in for a local angle.
Rumors: That National Screen will take
over the Paramount poster department as
of June 1 here, although Manager Edward
Ruff denies any official notification of
such

a move . . . That someone has purchased the Barnum Theatre, leased for the

past

six years by Lou Anger of Bridgeport. Jack Schwartz of the West End

Marcel

that

he

is the

pur-

Mekelburg , connected

with

the

has been ill, and Leo Bonoff, the boss himself, is pinch-hitting . . . George LeWitt,
operator of the Strand, Plainville arid Arch
St., New Britain, has returned from a
Caribbean cruise and is subbing as manager these days . . . John Glackin has been
forced to take time off because of illness

Another

his young

convention

son were

has

gone

Mea-

by

the

boardwalk and Tim O’Toole, Ben Lourie
and Sid Swirsky have returned to pass on
the good word about Columbia . . . Last
Friday, Tom Donaldson, Metro’s local liontamer, escorted Milton Hyams and Morton
Katz, salesmen; Charlie Lazarus and Phil
Gravitz, bookers; Frank Mullen, office
manager,

and George Weber, checking supervisor, to the Hub City, where they attended a two-day district sales meeting.

A special luncheon at Hugo’s, Cohasset, and
the baseball game between the Boston Bees
and Brooklyn Dodgers relieved that strictly business aspect.
Hollywood Party is now being tried at
the Strand, Stamford, as well as the Poli,
Waterbury . . . With the advent of daylight saving time, the Plaza, Stamford,
operates from 3 to 12 p. m. on Sundays
. . . Proven Pictures Theatre, Hartford,
announces new low prices of 10 cents until
1 p. m., 15 cents
cents

evenings

.

till 6 p. m., and
.

a

the

Ylth

hole at
CiviHills

the Bijou and wife, Helen, of the Poli division office Ohio bound on June 21; Nat
Rubin of the Poli bound for Woodmontby-the-Sea June 26; Bob Russell of the
Poli still undecided what he’ll do the last
two weeks in July; and Sam Badamo of
the College, off for some swimming and
fishing and favorite Lake Winnpesaukee
August

1.

The Harvey family’s own double feature,
E. J. and George, manage Warner’s Palace
and Empress theatres, Danbury, respec-

the

tively. . . Lou Schaefer, Paramount Theatre manager, was one of the bigwigs at
New Haven Day celebration at the

World’s Fair . . . Dr. J. B. Fishman and
Abe Fishman are among the early Fair

Unpleasant

New

Haven.

reminders:

In

Connecticut

5.2 per cent more applications for unemployment benefits were received in March
than in February . . . Massachusetts and
Vermont had about the same increase; New
Hampshire and Rhode Island had a 28 per
cent increase . . . John Pavone’s beige
Cadillac coupe is the talk of Meadow St.
. . . Arthur Lockwood, former Middletown
operator, was a rare visitor on the street
. . . John Panora of Stafford Springs is
spending much time in Niantic, getting
his summer home in shape after the ravages of the late hurricane . . . Steve Panora has recovered from his recent illness.
Nathan

Lampert

of Colchester

is now

getting around on crutches and may dispose of those in another month . . . Recent visitors at the Lampert home were
sO'ns-in-law Philip Eisenberg, former Wobbinger Falls exhibitor, and Stanley Cohen,
operating in Red Hook, N. Y. . . . Republic’s “Man of Conquest” had a fine opening at the E. M. Loew’s, Hartford, heralded
by a
top-notch advance campaign by
George Landers, manager. Landers secured
a stagecoach, in which a Texan singer in
crinoline rode to~ the State House. The
lady waited on the governor of Connecticut with an invitation from the governor
of Texas to attend the opening.
Gene

Keenan,

Boston

publicity

man,

spent some time in Hartford, and Dave
Whalen, national publicity chief, came in
from

New

15-25

. It’s wonderful:

POPCORN

birdie on

The good old summer time at last: LoewPoli vacations continue with Bill Scanlon
of the Poli leaving June 5; Bill Elder of

visitors from

Milford Drive-In, has been named manager
of Grand National, Boston . . . Ralph
Thurston, manager at Saybrook Theatre,

. . . Le Witt and
dow St. visitors.

shot

looking

for the “red airplane” carrying the Russian flyers, Matt Saunders sent up a red

denies emphatically
chaser.

Lourie

Racebrook Country Club . . . Ralph
tello is playing the pro at Orange
these days, and does it in 80.

Ben

York

. . . The

district is com-

miserating with George Rabinowitz,
( Continued on page 65)

MEANS

Repub-

PROFITS

BURCH POPCORN MACHINES ARE
MADE ESPECIALLY FOR THEATRES
SAMUEL

HOREN5TEIN

288 Palmer St., Box 239,
NEW
BEDFORD,
MASS.
Massachusetts and
Rhode
Island

Greaseless, Odorless,
Noiseless
WriteDetails,
For Full

104

J. J.
CONROY
Elson
Road
— P. O. Box
WALTHAM,
MASS.

New

54

Hampshire,
Vermont,
Maine, Connecticut

Representatives.
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T Cl
(Continued
Sacha

Guitry

from

feature,

page

61)

which

pulled

well

at the Fine Arts, combines American
logue with French and Italian.

dia-

Walter Berganti, formerly associated
here with Edward Comi, took a recent
day off from his Vermont
ness and was in town.

restaurant

busi-

Julius W. Levine, Grand National auditor, has been in town . . . Max Michaels
has darkened the Columbia.
Harry

Bring Mementos

Goldstein,

M&P

manager

at the

Morton, is drawing juvenile trade with several merchant tieups. In addition to the

to Officials —

long extant grab-bag
has handed out movie

In the top picture, taken in Boston, Governor Saltonstall of Massachusetts
is shown receiving an orangewood gavel, presented by Bill Pine, associate

matinees, Goldstein
albums to stimulate

collections of fan photos, afforded at regular performances. The selling of the back
page of the album covered the tariff of
that hand-out.

producer on “Union Pacific.” The players surrounding the governor, and
whose visit to the city is occasioned by the opening of the Paramount feature, are, from left to right, Margaret Roach, William Erbb, Paramount district manager for New England; Evelyn Luckey, Sheila Darcy, Anthony
Quinn, Luana Walters and Bill Pine.

Sheila O'Sullivan and Mrs. O’Sullivan,
sister arid mother of film-starring Maureen,
passed through Boston last week aboard
the S. S. California from Glasgow and
Belfast. Sheila has been with the Abbey
tions.
Players

in Dublin

and

has cinema

aspira-

Fred and Portland Allen were in town
last week. They flew to Nantucket for a
brief sojourn, piloted by State Aviation
Inspector Edward Rich.
Harry Einstein, former Boston furniture
man who has become Parkyakarkus of
screen
week

and

radio, became

of an eleven-pound

the father

last

son.

Wally Brown, recently with Rudy Vallee, was featured this week on the RKO
Boston stage.

In the lower photo Mayor George L. Putnam of Springfield receives a replica
of the Golden Spike. At the presentation, left to right, are Brian Donlevy,
Patricia Morison, Mayor William P. Yoerg of Holyoke, Mayor Putnam, Evelyn
Venable and Nathan Goldstein, president of Western Massachusetts Theatres.

The
Legion

Theatrical Post of the American
numbers in its membership three

majors, three captains, and two firstlieutenants from among the Officers Reserve Corps and National Guard ranks.
John
gOTH the Norwalk and Empress theatres
at Norwalk played “The Castles,” probably the first time one picture has been
shown in two theatres in that city. The
film was held over two extra days in each
house.
The Globe has installed metal entrance
and exit signs on the lobby doors.
Several managers have ventured on to
the links this early, but they are keeping
quiet about their scores.
The

Loew-Poli, Waterbury,
lywood Party once a week.

is using Hol-

The Rialto, New Britain, is giving away
bean pots and the Lido, Waterbury, is

out American

handing
semble.
The

Maid

Lyric, dark for weeks, relighted with

weekend holdover of “The Hardys Ride
High.” “Dark Victory,” also goes extra
time at the State, Waterbury.
The Crown,
managements

Empress, Garde and Capitol
at New London cooperated

with

the Patrolmen’s Benevolent association for the annual kiddies matinee. The
same film was shown at all four theatres.
The

Palace,

9:45 a. m. on
cent admission
Bryan

New

Britain, now

►
►
64

AIR CONDITIONING?
Nothing

Better — Nothing
Than Well Water

ROBINSON

ARTESIAN
CO., INC.

Cheaper

Memorial,

Washington

LTNXFIELD
CENTER,
MASS.
Tel. I.ynnfield Center 123

a

at

ten-

Dervin, United

Nathan

PERSONAL
your

BOOKING

representation
theatre — seven

HERBERT

in

the

Depot,

days

a

SERVICE
exchanges
week.

HIGGENS

250 Stuart Street
HANcock
5788-5790
BOSTON

Yamins

is

for

man-

has had the Capitol The-

atre Supply install new lamps
fiers at the Strand, Park, and
Fall River, Mass.
Hy

Teich

of the

Four

and rectiEmpire in

Star

Press

has

novel “Dudley News”
out a M&P
turning Levin,
been
for Nathan
manager of the
Dudley in Roxbury. A typical head on the
tabloid-size one-sheet was “War Declared!
G-Men Move to Wipe Out Crime.” It had
to do with the revival of “Scarface.” Two
advertisements pay for the hand-out.
Kenneth

on Wednesdays

Artists branch

the distributor’s 20th
pushing
ager, is still Date
Anniversary
Drive which ends May 20.

R.

Douglass,

Capitol

Theatre

Supply Co. head, has been furnishing E.
M. Loew with a quantity of equipment for
the latter’s southern
Ben

Direct

WELL

opens

Saturdays and has
until 12:30 p. m.

running “Bargain Nights”
with a quarter admission.

►
►
►

en-

household

Rosenberg,

Drive-In

manager

theatres.

of the Fenway,

has

J

been covering new apartment buildings in his residential section for names
which he uses in direct mail efforts to
make the “Fenway
district newspaper,
was

habit” contagious. A
the Back Bay Leader,

sold on the idea of selecting local per-

awards,

sonalities for weekly “Hall of Fame”
each selected netting ducats.
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Sheridan and Moger Will
Be on the Air May 16

" Man of Conquest" a
Hit in New England
(Continued

from

page

63)

lie manager, who is languishing while Mrs.
Rabinowitz renews auld acquaintance in
Boston for two whole weeks . . . With no
Loew house in New London, what can it
be that attracts Elliott Kronish so? . . .
Pouzzner, new operator of the Middletown houses, is spending a considerable
amount of time in the town . . . Nick

Boston — “Man
of Conquest” opened
Thursday, day and date, at the Paramount and Fenway. The feature, according to Herman Rifkin, is getting unprece-

Morris

Mascoli of the Carroll and Plaza, Waterbury, is wrapped up in real world affairs
when

he isn’t busy

Hymie

Levine

with

pictures.

Waterbury, and Warner’s for other spots
in the territory . . . Progressive Premium
has sold the Capitol, Middletown, the
the Bluebell china deal . . . Robert Lippert, Chicago representative of Progressive, was a Meadow Street visitor for several days . . . Lido, Waterbury and Hamilton, have started Progressive’s linen . . .
Way, New Haven, has bought Adolph

Johnson’s

Interstate, Warner, Loew’s Poli, Ralph
Snider, E. M. Loew, Western Massachusetts Theatres, and other leading combines.

is all aflutter over Grand

National’s new “Panama Patrol” and “Exile
Express,” which Loew’s, Inc., has hooked
for New Haven, Hartford, Bridgeport and

White

the

dented New England theatremen’s interest. Deals have already been made with
Maine & New Hampshire Theatres,

gold-etched

china.

Roadshow
Boston — Charles

Boston — Martin Sheridan, Monogram’s
publicity man in New England, and Art
Moger,

local theatre and newspaper cartoonist, will work out of Chicago on
NBC’s “Inside Story” program on May 16.
The pair plan to entrain from Boston on
Sunday, two days before.
Sheridan will enact the part of a hardluck guy who bought a house, clothes, car,
etc., in anticipation of a contest prize
which, by some last moment vicissitude, he
failed to get. The gentleman, according to
Sheridan,
to recoup. is now in another contest trying

in Boston
Brent,

New

England

Goldberg

Rejoins M&R

roadshow man, opened with “Wages of
Sin” day and date this week at the Beacon and Globe. Brent, together with Pat
McGee of the Schine circuit, own local
distribution rights to the feature. The
booking at the Ben Welansky houses

Boston — Leonard Goldberg has resigned as New England representative of
Price Premium Co. Goldberg, who recently quit as manager in Quincy for
Charles Morse and Louis Rothenberg to

marks the Boston premiere of this celluloid and a high spot for Hub playing of an
exploitation picture.

assume a similar position at Roy E. Heffner’s Tower in Lowell, is returning to the
former circuit.

Frances Horwitt, formerly at the Warner
exchange and now of Elgin, 111., came back
to visit with her baby . . . Regent, Norwalk, had some trouble with silk stocking complaints because of aluminum bands
on chairs . . . Price Premium has closed
its office in the film district here . . . Lou
Brown ran in to look the family over and
premise an early return from Boston,
where he is subbing for Loew’s publicity
man, Joe DiPesa . . . Tom Donaldson was
the guest of Morris Hadelman of the Shelton Theatre at a Kiwanis luncheon in
Shelton . . . Sam Rosen, of Rosen Film
Delivery and Mrs. Rosen have left for a
few weeks at Miami Beach, where Sam
will doubtless catch plenty of big fish.
Leo Ricci is renovating rest rooms at
his Capitol Theatre, Meriden . . . F. W.
Franke, Universal traveling auditor, is in
town for three weeks with tall tales of
his promotion to shipper during the recent
strike in New York . . . The Fredric
Marches have a summer home in Weston
and already have occupied it .. . Gene
Tierney, Greens Farms deb, has been withdrawn from the Columbia
Guard,” because she was
young for her part.
Although

M&P

Regent,

picture, “Coast
ccmsidered too

Norwalk,

opened

first run with “Alexander Graham Bell,”
the policy has not been definitely decided
. . . Bob Russell arranged a special WELI
broadcast with an interview by Golly of
one of the chief operators of the telephone
company on the eve of the “Bell” opening
at the Poli. News flasher was also used.

Wins in Word-Making
Rochester,

N. H. — By making

191 words

out of “Pygmalion” in a contest sponsored
by the Scenic Theatre, Miss Paul Lamontagne won first prize, a month’s pass.
Helen Eastman and Donald Bullis, both of
Union, took second and third prizes, respectively.
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piRST summer-like Sunday of the season,
May 7, saw something of a decline in
theatre patronage. Further evidence that
summer is near at hand is the Albee usher
staff’s donning of summer garb this week
. . . Eddie McBride, resident manager of
Loew’s State, back in town Sunday after
a six-day vacation that included a trip
to renew acquaintances in and around
Buffalo, thence to New York to take in
the World’s Fair and plane ride back
here Sunday. During McBride’s absence.
District Manager H. M. Addison took over
the manager’s desk at the State here.
Assistant Manager Vaughn O’Neill maneuvered a couple of nice stunts for “Calling Dr. Kildare” while McBride was away.
Strand Theatre’s Wednesday midnight
premiere of “Union Pacific” got that film
off to a nice start, with business building
steadily since opening. Manager Eddie
Reed is working tieup with Pennzoil Co.,
he having lobby display inviting patrons
to enter 100 -word composition on “Why
I Liked Union Pacific” and oil company
giving free oil change at filling stations
as prizes for best writings. Oil firm also
plugging film in newspaper ads, posters at
200 filling stations, and handbill distribution.
RKO District Manager Harry MacDonald down from Boston last Friday to help
get campaign moving on "Mikado,” which
opened at RKO-Albee May 10 for indefinite run. MacDonald and Sidney C. Davidson, Universal special promotional man,
had a cocktail party and invitation showing of film set for the Biltmore May 10
with 100 guests, including society, club,
music, and educational big shots of city and
state.
Greenwich

Theatre,

East Greenwich , re-

opened May 4 after three weeks’ shutdown
following expiration of Phil Smith Enterprise’s lease on the house.

ing by Joseph H. Gorman and Harold
Green, East Greenwich residents, the house
was redecorated, new sound equipment,
screen and projection machines installed
and air-conditioning equipment put in.
Joseph Stanzler is manager.
Lippitt Playhouse, summer theatre at
Cumberland, R. I., scheduled to open with
dramatic stock June 5, first resort enterprise to get started this season hereabouts.
Lauren Kenyon Woods of Boston will be
general manager of house and tenant
troupe.
Ben Greenberg , manager of Stadium,
Woonsocket, was one of the Rhode Island
theatre group present at “Union Pacific”
reception staged at Ritz-Carlton, Boston,
last Thursday night. William H. Burlingame, Woonsocket newspaperman, accompanied Greenberg to the party.
Manager Bernard Fay of Majestic, tipped off that radio networks would carry
special broadcast plugging “Rose of Washington Square” last Saturday, saw to it
that local stations carried frequent interpolated announcements telling listeners
the film was coming to the Majestic soon.

★ ★ ★ ★-SEAT-SELLING
HERALDS
ON

and AD-NOVELTIES
MONOGRAM'S

“OTREETS
OF NEW
^
with JACKIE

YORK’

COOPER

Samples

24-Hour

on

Service

FOUR-STAR
40

Winchester

St. —

Request

PROGRAM
Boston

—

HUB.

CO.
1055

Prior to open-
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"A very useful book."
— SAUL

S. HAYES,

Strand

Theatre,

Boothbay

Harbor,

Me.

"Very good."
—GEORGE

A. BISHOP,

"A great improvement
— E. L. PIERCE,

Fall River, Mass.

this year over last."

Dreamland

Theatre, Livermore

Falls, Me.

"An excellent helper."
— ROBERT

"Very handy

— MRS.

CUTTING,

Ramar

Theatre, Warner,

N. H.

for reference; saves time."

MARION

WOLTON,

Globe

Theatre, Holyoke,

Mass.
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Good Citizenship Is

Allied

Group

Hoblitzelle's Theme

Buying

Pool

Galveston — Good

citizenship

was

stress-

ed by Karl Hoblitzelle, president of Interstate circuit, as he addressed about 150
employes of his organization, Tuesday,
during a four-day annual convention of
that group which started Monday, May 8,
and ended Thursday, May 11. Sessions
were held in Hotel Galvez.

Oklahoma

City — Leaders

for Oklahoma;
Idea

of the organi-

Shelved
early fall following
membership drive.

completion

of the

zation working on a buying pool of independent exhibitors in the state met here
Tuesday and shelved the idea, for the time
being, in favor of an independent theatre
organization to be known as Allied Theatre Owners of Oklahoma, affiliated with
Allied nationally.

By citizenship, he was emphatic that
every man should be active toward the upbuilding of his community. If a theatreman failed in this, he was not only a poor
citizen but also a poor showman.

Perfection of the organization will be
completed at the next membership committee, at which the constitution and bylaws of the Texas Allied organization will
be considered and adapted by the new
group. It is understood also that part of

At the last minute, plans were changed
to hold a meeting of the leaders from each
district rather than a giant mass meeting
to decide whether or not to go ahead with
the buying pool plan.

the setup of the Oklahoma Press Ass’n
may be written into the new association,
particularly division of the organization
into eight district groups and holding of
meetings in each district every three
months.

“The first duty of every person is to be
a good citizen,” Mr. Hoblitzelle said. He
dwelt on the European situation, saying that if citizenship had been up to par,
the grief on that continent today would
have been avoided. Being a good citizen

Orville Von Gulker, owner of the Roberta Theatre at Okeene, Okla., was named
temporary chairman of the organization;
C. E. Norcross of Seiling, Okla., was named
secretary, and George Sumner, head of
the Sumner Theatre Supply Co., was made
corresponding secretary and charged with
directing an organization campaign. A
goal of 100 members within the next three
months has been set.

also includes paying of one’s poll taxes
giving the individual the right to vote,
according to Mr. Hoblitzelle.
Compliments

Field

Men

All Interstate managers were felicitated
for their efforts and results during the
past year. These same managers and assistant employes then stood in tribute to
A. Martini, veteran Texas showman, who
affiliated with Interstate about the time
this world’s largest circuit was

formed.

It was because of Martini’s unusual
interest and the fact that Galveston offered recreational advantages that the convention was again held here, Hoblitzelle
said.
Showmen need recreation, he said, to develop what manpower they may possess,
and for this reason all sessions were held
in the afternoon to allow delegates leisure
recreational hours during the morning
periods.
Problems affecting various phases of
theatre operations were discussed on an
open forum basis. John Moroney, Interstate attorney, told of various court decisions that have affected show business
from the circuit angle.
O’Donnell

Presides

R. J. O’Donnell, Interstate vice-president and general manager, presided at all
sessions. At the Tuesday afternoon session, speakers were P. K. Johnston, Interstate head booker; Louis Charninsky, Elm
Street manager in Dallas; Can Alen Holloman; (Uncle) Joseph E. Luckett; Mrs. Besa
Short, the circuit’s short subjects expert;
all of Dallas;. John Fanning, Brownsville; W. M. Shieldes, Tyler; Jimmy Allard,
Vernon; Bill Heliums, Austin; Eddie
Bremer, Houston; and others.
Thursday’s sessions were given over partly to visiting film and theatre executives,
and among the arrivals were Y. Frank
Freeman, of Hollywood; Austin Keough,
of New York, and M. B. Kincey, of Atlanta,
Ga., and Bryan Foy, of Hollywood, an
associate producer for Warner Bros.
Film men from Dallas were numerous
during the last two days. An elaborate
banquet Thursday night wound up the
convention.
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Another meeting of the organization
committee will be held here in the next 30
days. A state convention has been set for

Theatre Tax Bill
the

protests

On invitation, Col. H. A. Cole, president
of national Allied, attended the meeting,
discussing organization plans. He advised against formation of a buying pool,
pointing out a strong organization should
be built up before going ahead with any
such plans.
“You can get a lot more done for your
own interests through an intelligently directed association that has your interests
at heart,” Cole said after outlining the
Allied setup and relating experiences of
how unit associations had helped individual independent theatre men.

More Protest Florida

Miami — Besides

The organization committee consists of
Von Gulker, Norcross; A. A. Moulder of
Sapulpa; John Gray of Enid; Mrs. Juanita
B. Berry of Norman, and A. B. Momand of
Shawnee.

registered

with Dade

county’s representative at Tallahassee, where the Florida legislature is
holding its biennial session, from the offices of Col. E. J. Sparks; Paramount’s
general manager, W. R. Lynch; and Wometco’s Mitchell Wolfson; H. A. Joslin,
president, and George Raywood, business
agent of Local 316 of the Motion Picture
Machine Operators, also have sent protests to the capitol against the passage
of the proposed bill to tax each theatre
seat in the state $1 annually.
All of these protests call attention to
the fact that the inevitable closing of
many theatres, which would follow the
passage of such a law, would mean the
throwing out of work of several hundred
theatre employes.
Local theatre men believe that their
representative at the capitol will be successful in securing the quashing of this
confiscatory proposal, introduced by the
representative from Santa Rosa county.
No action has been taken as yet on
either it or the other proposed levy, a tax
on chain theatres.
The legislative session will be concluded
this month.

Miss Winifred Johnson, active in P-TA
groups and author of books and articles
on motion pictures, also addressed the
group. She pointed to the need of exhibitors being able to select pictures appropriate for their towns.
“If you do not do something, then no
one else will,” she declared. “With proper
campaigning, many groups — even your
chambers of commerce, when fully informed— will rally to your support.”
Also at the meeting were: Mrs. Pearl
Dooley, Purcell; C. M. Auskerman, Wakita; J. D. LanKister, Allen; Roy T.
Shields, Enid; John Grey, Enid; Harry
Holt, Maud; J. E. Holt, Coalgate; William
H. Strieker, Sand Springs; Sam Caporal,
Oklahoma City; George Schultz, Talooga,
and Mrs. A. A. Moulder, Sapulpa.
Dues were set at one cent per seat
monthly beginning June 1, with most of
the above named organizers making payments in advance to supply funds for the
membership drive.
Those at the meeting represented most
of the active organizers of the group, who
have been working for several months on
the buying pool plan. Each carried from
10 to 20 proxies of other independents
from each of the eight districts into
which the organization has been divided.
Von

Star at Convention
Myrtle

Beach,

S. C. — Tom

Keene,

west-

ern star, has been engaged as the chief
attraction for the Southland exhibitors
convention that will be held here June 5
and 6.

Gulker estimates there are approximately 200 independent theatre owners in the state eligible for membership.
A resolution was voted at the meeting

thanking

Boxoffice

the organization’s
formative stage.

for

its coverage

activities

during

of
its

S
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ID) A
ALL ACE W. RUCKER
may show the
trade a thing or two with the new
theatre he is opening at Round Rock. He
developed a plan for that situation which
takes in more than the town itself. While
doing this he also became somewhat of an
archaeologist. Under the floor he excavated he found the last bottle of beer
emptied by Sam Bass. At least the bottle
was of a much different shape than you
see today. Under that same floor of an
old saloon 50 years ago was found a half
pint also of different characteristics than
you see today. This he is keeping for a
souvenir if he doesn’t bring it to Filmrow.
Rucker was assisted in this research by
Buddy Pope, who did the remodeling job
for the Round Rock theatre.

Chester Neece of Hubbard, who hasn’t
been on the Row very frequently of late,
was here Tuesday, and expressed his usual
interest in independent exhibitor affairs.
During past years he has attended many
state and Jiational conventions.
The little boy of the Raymond Comes,
Farmersville, has been under treatment in
a Dallas hospital, we are sorry to learn.

Tommy White, who lives and operates a
theatre 12 miles from Buchanan Dam at
Burnet, was in town Tuesday. He has a
fine little theatre there and the town has
benefited by vacationists and weekenders
going to the big lake. However, it is doubt-

IL IIL A

ful if Tommy gets much of that out-ofdoor business. He also operates in Boerne.
Bill Wesley, former Texas film salesman, has been prospering in and around
Mexico City with state rights films. He
was in Dallas this week mingling with old
friends.

W. B. King has been hobnobbing amojig
Houston exhibitors, but he ivent there
primarily for a big remodeling and decorating fob, which may be in the bag on
his return to Dallas.
Theo Miller, former mayor of Mt. Vernon, and a brother to the late Johnny
Miller of Navasota, is opening in Quitman, and has plans for a second show
elsewhere in the near future. He loaded
up projection and sound equipment
day for the Quitman house.

Mon-

R. A. Gill, who bears the triple A rating in his theatre deals on this market,
has installed refrigeration cooling in his
Cartex Theatre at Carthage.
M. D. Stewart of DeLeon, was in town
almost ready to talk about the watermelon
business, in which his community is supposed to flourish within the next two
months. Last year the fruit was a temporary stimulant to his boxoffice. This year
he has the same hope.

S
left Tuesday for Memphis and Little Rock,
where he expected to close special deals
with Malco and R&R interests in those
respective towns.
Ted

Malone and Bill Finch made a successful trip through west Texas this week,

placing “Treasure Hunt” for Stoeppleman
& Co. Both have had long experience in
the motion picture business.

Col. H.

Walthall

of National

of Allied

States Ass’7i, paid another social call to
an independent exhibitors meeting, this
time in Oklahoma City when the independents last week attempted organization of a film buying pool and a possible
theatre owners organization. While a large
attendance was expected, results of that
convention will be forthcoming.
Johnny Blocker, relative by marriage to
the W. A. Mauldins in Lubbock, has gone
on the road in west Texas for Modern
Theatre Supply Co. Blocker formerly
operated a show in Abilene, later opening
a bowling alley, and will make his home
and headquarters there.
W. J. (Bill) Cheshire

of Littlefield was

in toum booking more pictures than usual,
because his country had fine rains and
future crop coriditions are bright, he told
friends. Bill was looking unusually good.
E. H.

Wallace

A. Cole, president

Screen,

Rowley and C. V. Jones
(Continued on page 74)

Installations being made

of the

daily ac

cording to date of order.

Can Be Made Now, If You Don't
Wait to Place Your Order.

210 SOUTH
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Fair Treatment and Adequate Service Always
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In Answers, Miami Defense
Denies Cause for Action
Miami — Following filing of answers by
defendants to the complaint alleging violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law and
the Clayton Act by Paramount Enterprises,
Inc., Wometco Theatres, Inc., and eight
major distributors, the next move rests
with the plaintiffs, the Cameo and the
Surf theatres.
Attorneys
probability,
motion

for the plaintiffs will, in all
they told Boxoffice, file a

seeking

to strike out several

por-

tions of these answers as “scandalous,
irrelevant and immaterial.”
Identical answers were filed for seven
of the distributing companies: Universal
Film Exchanges, Inc., United Artists Corp.,
20th Century-Fox Film Corp., Loew’s,
RKO Radio Pictures, Inc., Vitagraph,
and Columbia Pictures Corp.

Inc.,
Inc.,

While admitting that the jurisdiction
of the court depends upon the Sherman
and Clayton laws, the answers deny the
“plaintiffs are entitled to maintain this
action under the existing facts or under
said statutes or either of them.”
Distributors deny being domiciled in the
local judicial district and that they transact business therein. They admit employing representatives who solicit, within the
district, applications for licenses to exhibit its motion pictures, but deny that
such representatives supervise any busi-

JJOWARD WALLACE
of Sack Amusement
has returned from a trip to northern
Florida and south Georgia.
Bill Hutt, formerly with Wil-Kin Theatre Supply in Charlotte, is now with National Theatre Supply in Atlanta.

ness conducted by them.
The major distributing companies deny
they are known in the industry as the

Row Visitors: Mr. and Mrs. Fred Weis,
Savannah and Macon; Oscar Lam, Rome,

"Big Eight” and that they “control the
industry to any extent, and that the motion picture industry is dominated or

Ga.;

monopolized by them, or any of them.”
Among other denials common to all
answers: It is not true that there are

C.

Distributor

answers

further

state

they

of the statement with respect to the percentage of all feature pictures played in
first-run metropolitan houses throughout
the United States which have been released or are being released by said defendants. (Original complaint alleged between 95 and 99 per cent of all feature
pictures playing in first-run metropolitan
houses have been released or are now be-

Dick Ford of 20th Century-Fox plans
a fishing trip to St. Marks, Fla., with a
group

Baxley, well-known film and premium man from Dallas, plans to open an
office in Atlanta soon for Contest Nite.
He has bought the franchise for this territory, and was in town last week seeking
a location. Baxley has a wide background.
He first traveled this territory 25 years
ago for Southern Feature Film Co., which
later became Paramount.

on next page)
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western offices. Bolen is a city councilman, chairman of the important police
committee of council, and well known hi
Atlanta political circles.

ing released by the major producers, towit, said Big Eight) ; that it is without
knowledge ... as to truth of averment
with respect to weekly attendance and
(Continued

The-

(Mac) Bolen, assistant southeastern manager of the theatre department of American Seating, was scheduled
to leave here May 10 for a tour of the

only 31 motion picture theatres in the
Greater Miami area open for business and
that only four are independent houses;
Paramount Enterprises and Womecto have
enjoyed and are now enjoying exclusive
exhibition privileges in Greater Miami.
are “without knowledge of information
sufficient to form a belief as to the truth

T. L. Burnham, of the Tower
atre, Jonesboro, Ga.; Paul Gaston.

Add

Row

visitors:

Mrs.

Willingham

Wood

of Washington, Ga.; L. S. Burnham, Jonesboro, Ga.; L. J. Duncan, West
Point, Ga.; Bob Dunn, Camilla, Ga.
Claire Hilgers, Republic district manager, left last week for a trip to Memphis.
Jack

Lamont

of Grand

a trip to Nashville

National

made

last week.

David Prince, UA division manager; T. L.
Davis, branch manager; Lynn Dunn, R. J.
Barnes and William Sheill, salesmen, are
attending
Angeles.

the

sales

convention

in

Los

Complaints about “too much nudity”
sent two police women to the Paramount
Theatre during the showing of “Stars Over
Broadway,” stage revue presented by Count
Berni Vici. The officers reported nothing
offensive about the production.
Republic’s “Man of Conquest ” will have
its southeastern premiere May 26 at the
Paramount Theatre. The film will play a
week.
Space for a new motion picture theatre
in Briarcliff Plaza, Highland and Ponce
de Leon avenues, has been leased by Evans
Amusement Co. The house will seat 600.
Arthur

Lucas

of Lucas

&

Jenkins,

and

others,

were granted a charter of incorporation for a new radio and television
station in Savannah. Besides Lucas, incorporators are Sara Landrum and Irving
G. Walker.

San

Modernizing

Antonio — The

Rockport's
Rio

Rio

Theatre,

Rock-

port, Tex., is being remodeled and modernized. A new stucco front will replace the
old one.
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Wometco, Distributor
Defense a Denial
(Continued

from preceding page)

gross boxoffice receipts and the source
thereof.” (Original complaint said that
average weekly motion picture theatre attendance in 1936 was 88,000,000 people,
and that during that same year, total
gross boxoffice receipts amounted to one
billion dollars. Statistics were from the
compilations of the United States department of commerce, the complaint stated) .
Blanket denials are made to claims of
the two Miami Beach theatres that they
have been “injured in their businesses and
properties; that defendants, acting in concert, conspired to monopolize the distribution of motion pictures in the Miami area,
etc.; that defendants seek to impose and
have imposed upon plaintiffs and other
unaffiliated and independent exhibitors
harsh, onerous and unfair trade practices
. . . intended to, and do restrain, obstruct
and monopolize interstate trade and commerce in the local judicial district.”
Concluding, distributors append a motion to dismiss the complaint, claiming the
facts alleged are “insufficient to state a
claim upon which relief can be granted.”
These seven answers were filed by the
Jacksonville firm of Adair, Cooper, Osborne & Copp, and are signed by Henry
P. Adair, Cyril C. Copp and Victor Blue.
In acknowledging operation of a group
of theatres in the Greater Miami area,
Paramount Enterprises alleges that the
Tivoli is managed by the Tivoli Operating
Corp., a Florida corporation, 50 per cent
of the stock of which is owned by this defendant.
No denial is made to the allegation in
the original complaint that Paramount
Pictures, through associated corporations,
operates 94 theatres in Florida.
Both Paramount Enterprises and Paramount Pictures deny that they “have conspired or combined with any of the other
defendants, or with anyone else, by con-1
tract, acts, practices, or otherwise, in restraint of trade and commerce; and deny
that any of its contracts, acts or practices are illegal and forbidden by the
anti-trust statutes of the United States;
and further deny that plaintiffs have been
injured in their businesses and properties
by reason of anything done or permitted
to be done by defendants; and deny that
plaintiffs are threatened with additional

or continuing losses to their businesses and
properties by reason of anything done or

Wometco

of any “common purpose, plan or design”
to act “in concert or conspire to monopolize the distribution and exhibition of motion pictures in Miami, or to restrain business and commerce therein, or to intimidate, throttle and prevent competition
therein in any manner whatsoever.”
These two Paramount answers were
filed by James E. Calkins of the Miami
law firm of Loftin, Calkins & Anderson.
Following a general denial of the allegations of the complaint, the answer filed
by Alfred Bernstein in the name of Wometco Theatres, Inc., and the 13 operating companies states that each one of the
13 houses known as Wometco theatres is
a distinct organization, “doing its own
business, keeping its own profits, standing
its own losses, paying its own film rentals,
keeping its own separate bank account,
separate set of books, and separate income tax returns.”
It adds “that none of said companies is
a subsidiary of any other companies or any
of the other defendants, . . . that these defendants, other than Wometco Theatres,
Inc., have some common officers, stockholders and directors, and that none of
these defendants operates or has an interest in any theatres outside of Miami and
Miami
Most Beach.”
dramatic of the 11 answers filed,
this one makes sensational accusations
against Herman Weingarten, president of
the two plaintiff corporations, the Washington Operating Co., and the Garden
Operating Co.
It charges that he “operates 25 to 38
theatres in the Brooklyn-New York area;
that he lives in Brooklyn, and is a winter
visitor to Miami Beach; that he is primarily engaged in the building business,
and has constructed many theatre buildings in and around Brooklyn; that it has
(Continued

on page 74)
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remodeling

on

plans for improvements at the Grove Theatre and at three Negro houses, the Ritz,
the Lyric and the Ace theatres.
The Ritz is receiving the most complete
doing over and at a record rate. Workmen are on the job there 24 hours a day.
Besides a complete remodeling of the interior, the lobby is being modernized with
glass brick pilasters, lighted by hidden
Neon tubing. Neon cove lighting also is
being used in the interior of the new auditorium, which is to have walls of polished
asbestos flex-board, and a marble-lite ceiling. There is also to be a new proscenium
arch and screen and new fixtures in the
restrooms. New carpets are being laid
throughout the house.
With this new lobby and interior, backing up the recently installed new front,
the Ritz will be in a position to challenge
any comparable house in the world for
beauty, comfort and sound reproduction,
Wometco officials believe.
The interior redecoration of the Grove
includes the repainting of the entire intre.
terior of this unusual “garden type” theaAt the Ace new installations will include new Western Electric sound, new
screen, and new Peerless arc lamps. At
the Lyric the old fans are being replaced
with a new ventilation system.

Newbury's
San

Studio Opened

Antonio — Forrest

Newbury’s

new

$12,000 Studio Theatre had its formal opening last Thursday night at Ingleside, Tex.
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Wometco houses already has been launched. Mitchell Wolfson has announced
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Wometco

Staffs Consider

A Benevolent

Group
]y[OTTON
entertainment
for
children,picture
sponsored
by the Better
Films Council, closed for the season with
an average weekly attendance of 300.
Showings were held at the Public Library,
under the supervision of Mrs. Frank Bourgeois. . . Filmrow extends hearty good

Miami — Following up the idea in back
of the employes hospitalization plan, announced by Wometco last week, employes
are considering a proposed benevolent association, organized according to a plan
suggested by Charlie Ozburn, manager of
the State Theatre.

wishes to newly-weds Marie Hern of Vitagraph and Ira Olroyl, manager of the
Dixie in Morgan City.

This association would be designed to
come to the aid of employes confronted
with sudden, large emergency expense
such as would be involved in case of an

Several from Filmrow can be seen almost nightly over the ping-pong tables
which opened recently at 2001 St. Charles
St. The game is said to be more exciting
than peeking out of windows and making
wagers with stenographers that the next
person passing will be an exhibitor who
might buy some film.

accident or very serious illness. It is proposed that members of the group consent
to an assessment of from 50 cents to $2
each for individual cases of members. It
is to be kept separate and distinct from
the hospitalization plan.

NEW

ORLEANS

Accompanied by his wife and daughter,
Grover Jones, Hollywood scenarist, stopped
here briefly en route to New York and
Bermuda and a vacation . . . Beginning in
June, free films, but old, will be shown at
the City and Audubon parks this summer
. . . Exchange and theatre representatives
were conspicuous by their absence from
the Children’s May Ball, sponsored
Better Films Council.

by the

Charley Chase, the comedian, and family, stopped over in New Orleans preparatory to sailing to the tropics on a vacation. “Double features have cut down the
number of two reelers used. The hope of
our part of the industry

ATLANTA

is that the dou-

ble features will soon go out,” he told
Boxoffice . . . Phil Sliman was the “belle
of the ball” at the opening of the Louisiana Motion Picture Equipment
cation of their new offices.

..

Vn

Co.’s dedi-

J

A suit has been filed in the civil district
court against the municipal auditorium by
Rev. R. W. Coleman, Negro minister, who
alleges refusal of the managers of the
municipal auditorium to rent the building
violates the 14tli amendment. The Reverend desired to rent the building for a
series of Negro performances.

Vfiig

ft

The federal theatre project will not
close during the summer, all rumors to

CHARLOTTE
'/i

*>**e~-

the contrary . . . Henry Lazarus and family will visit the fair in San Francisco this
summer, making it via motor car . . . Just
where Isadore will spend his vacation is a
matter of conjecture, but it is possible
New York will have the opportunity of
welcoming him.

yf ■£
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ps ftfjfi

m
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Exhibitors, exchange managers and exchange staffs turned out en masse to help
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Castay celebrate the
opening of their Louisiana Motion Picture
Equipment Company in its new quarters
at 1414 Cleveland, here. From very little

WZ ijIM
MW

v

MEMPHIS

Southeasterners
In Atlantic
berry

City.

at Columbia
NEW

ORLEANS:

— Metropolitan Photo Service

Convention —

H. Duvall

(branch

manager),

J. Win-

and J. J. Fabacher. Yep, that’s Boxoffice they’re clutching. ATLANTA, standing: Sidney Laird, B. A. Wallace. Seated: W. W. Anderson
(branch manager), E. B. Foster and U. T. Koch. CHARLOTTE:
George
Roscoe, R. D. Williamson, R. J. Ingram (branch manager) and C. Patterson. MEMPHIS: J. J. Rodgers (manager) , H. Kohn, T. B. Haynes (standing) and H. A. Chrisman.

after 8 o’clock last Monday morning, when
Bill Castay opened the doors, until somewhat earlier Tuesday morning, Filmrow
and its regulars provided a steady stream
of visitors and well-wishers who came to
see the place, congratulate the Castays,
and to partake of the refreshments, both
liquid and solid, that were plentifully provided. Also there was much music and a
cement floor which, despite the two front
rooms being devoted to the modern sample
equipment displays, provided ample space
for dancing.

m he m p ihi i
May 15, is to be a gala occajyjONDAY,sion for
the Variety Club, Pilmrow
and the exhibitors in the Memphis territory, as this marks the date of the first
golf tournament to be held by the Variety
Club. M. A. Lightman, chief barker, secured the Ridgeway Country Club for the
tournament, and the “Tee-Off” is scheduled for 9:00 a. m. Luncheon will be
served, as it is to be an all day affair.
Various prizes will be awarded to the winners, and Mr. Lightman is personally giving the champion a silver loving cup. Any
player winning this cup three successive
years is to keep it permanently. A1 Avery,
chairman of the committee is expecting
about 100 participants and followers.

A. S. Dickinson of the Hays organization
was the guest of Bill Bugie, Paramount’s
branch manager at the Variety Club
luncheon, Monday.
Tom
Kirk, office manager; Prank
Heard, booker, and Clifton Peck, checking
supervisor at M-G-M, are back at their
desks after attending the regional convention at the Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans. A great number of the Metroites
met the train as it pulled into Memphis,
as it carried a number of home office officials, among whom was M. L. Simons,
who

was for a number of years office manager in Memphis. Simons spent a very

happy

40 minutes renewing
ships and acquaintances. He

the Distributor,

M-G-M

weekly

old friendis editor of
journal.

Paul

Glisson, cashier at Fox, has returned from Louisville, Ky., where he took
in the Derby a poorer but wiser man — he
says his horse has not come in yet.
Jimmy Rogers, Columbia’s branch manager, together with his salesmen, Herb
Cohn, Tommy Hayes and booker, Herman
Chrisman, are off to Atlantic City to attend the sales convention which is being
held at the Ritz-Carlton.

Frank Alford, auditor for RKO is visiting the Memphis office; Tom Grady, auditor for M-G-M has just finished a chore
at the local office . . . Albert Coan of the
Ritz Theatre here, has installed a new
neon sign on the marquee . . . C. W. Tipton is installing a new air conditioning
unit in his theatre in Manila and moving
his present unit to Carraway. He is doing
extensive remodeling in Carraway.
Exhibitors seen along the Row this
week: S. T. Lyles, Ritz at Oxford; Cecil
Cupp, Arkadelphia; Dave Flexer, Amory,
New Albany and Sardis, Miss.; Steve Stein,
Met at Jackson, Tenn.; Joe Wiley, Roxy at
Union City; J. J. Sharum, Walnut Ridge;
John Shannon, Maxon at Portageville; W.
W. Davis, Holly Grove; Ned Greene, Mayfield; John Mohrstadt, Hayti; Lyle Richmond, Senath; W. E. Malvin, and his son,
Bill jr. of Augusta; W. F. Sonneman of
Fayetteville, Springdale and Bentonville;
Dink Jones of Carlisle, Sheridan and
Lonoke ; H. H. Alexander and R. H. Fisher
of the Crescent Theatre, Belzoni, Miss.

Floyd Schaffer, representative of the
American Desk Co., has returned from
Dallas, where he was called due to an accident to his wife. Mrs. Schaffer fell and

OKLAHOMA

And

From

CITY

—Metropolitan

Photo Service

the Southwest —

Came these representatives of the Columbia field force to the Atlantic
City convention. DALLAS: J. B. Underwood (manager), W. L. Penn, A. M.
Wliitcher, J. L. McKinney, H. Craver and W. S. Hurst. OKLAHOMA CITY:
C. A. Gibbs (manager), J. P. Hudgens, S. Gibbs and J. A. Smith.

broke one ankle and the other one is very
badly bruised.
G. W. Haynes of the Strand Enterprises,
Inc., has returned from a visit to his home
at Pass Christian, Miss. During the time
he was there, he and
trip to New Orleans.

the ‘Missus’ made

a

E. R. Gillette, who recently purchased
the Bristol Theatre, Memphis, is very busy
doing extensive remodeling.
Mrs. Mark Attwood, who operates the
Amusu Theatre, Fordyce, Ark., was in
Memphis a. few days this week doing her
booking. Mrs. Attwood only comes to
town about three times a year. She stated
her husband was trying to bribe her into
selling her show and has offered to give
her a new Buick and a trip to California
if she does — she is still debating
tion.

the ques-

of the Emmanager
, was
WELKER
given a surprise
Theatre,
pire
other day by his wife. Interparty the house
managers and their wives
state
wished “Buddy” many, many happy returns of the day.
gUDDY

“Confessions of a Nazi Spy” has been
set to open an engagement here May 27,
at the Majestic. Local theatremen who
witnessed a special screening of the film
remarked that it “pulls no punches”
brand it as “dynamite.”

and

Sylvan Barry, assistant skipper and
treasurer at the Empire, has taken up
aviation during his spare time.

Tommy Bridge of the Paramount Pictures sales staff, Dallas, was a recent visitor calling on the local Paramount branch.

C. E. McNarny has reopened the Dixie
Theatre at Indianola, Miss. This is a colored operation which McNarny runs during the summer and fall months.

on Phil Alexander’s
appearance
guest riety
show over KONO
Sunday.

W. H. Caver, who recently built the
Avon Theatre at Booneville, Miss, and
leased same, has taken over this operation.

“Whispering Smith Speaks” was shown
Friday matinee and night in the school
auditorium at Edgar Allan Poe under the

L. R. Allen, booker

for Commonwealth

Amusement Co. out of Kansas City, was
in Memphis booking for Harrison and
Searcy, Ark.
Barney Balaban, president of Paramount Pictures, Inc., will attend the closing festivities of the Cotton Carnival,
Saturday afternoon and night as a guest
of M. A. Lightman.

Henry

Bergman of the Interstate-Consolidated theatres here was to make a
va-

sponsorship
the Parent-Teacher
at the school. ofProceeds
were used for Ass’n
child
welfare.

Landrum Reopens Regal
Theatre at Friona
Friona, Tex. — Ray Landrum has reopened his Regal Theatre after removal into
a larger and more modern building.

Threel Taking Over
"pHE biggest promotion in some time was
spread by Standard Theatres’ staff for
the start of their “May Movie Fiesta,” a
well planned ballyhoo of a bunch of
cracker- jack pictures . . . Mrs. Tucker has
joined her husband, Irvin, at Fayetteville, Mo., where he has gone to work for
Griffith-Dickinson.
Earl Ford, State doorman, hobbling
about on crutches following an accident to
his foot . . . Paramount Display Co., Inc.,
of Fort Worth has placed 41 clock signs
locally in a co-op

deal with

the State.

Harry Waldron has opened his new
Blue Moon Theatre at Lindsay, Okla.
Event was celebrated with talks by the
president of the local chamber of commerce, the president of Rotary, and by
Harry himself.
Arthur

Jay of Lexington

claims

his town

newspaper, a weekly, advertises more pictures each week than any other sheet.
Through listings carried by nabe town
theatres, some 27 pictures are named in
these ads every week. Result: Jay has cut
his oum ads out of the paper, since he
found the hodge-podge
community.

confusing

to his

C. A. Runyan of Barnsdall, Okla., was
on Filmrow last week, as were Johnny
Lawson and Max O. Phillips . . . George
Sumner reports the sale of 260 new seats
to Max O. Phillips for his new theatre at
Coyle, Okla., as well as new sound and rebuilt projectors . . . Julian

Mitchell,

pre-

viously reported set for a manager’s
in Dallas, is still around town.

job

KING'S

individual treatment of theatre auditoriums please patrons inside.
See KING

for Theatre Remodeling and Re-vamping.
KNOWING HOW
SINCE 1910
PLANS FREE

KING

SCENIC

JOB

St.

George Sumner and “Hurricane” Faris
inform your correspondent they have instal ed a new washed air system in the
Jewel at Ardmore, Okla., owned by P. H.
James

. . . Joe Cooper, Standard generalissimo, was in town with his right hand,
Joe Phillipson.
Oklahoma Theatre Supply is installing
a new cooling unit in their local offices
and showrooms . . . Biggest campaign here
on billboards in many a day was used by
the State Theatre for "Man
with some 50 used.

ALO

315 s. HARWOOD
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Dallas — Lee M. Threet, independent exhibitor at Lufkin, announced from his
Dallas office that he has become general
manager of the Overton Amusement Co.
and will take over the Overton Theatre on

projection equipment. Concessions will be
moved from the front of the building to
allow a bigger lobby, better displays, and
a lounge for patrons.
On Saturday night, May 20, the house
will reopen with what Threet says will be
an East Texas premiere, the picture being
M-G-M’s “Pygmalion.”
In making his connection with the Overton Theatre, Threet bought an outlay of
stock in the enterprise. The situation
will be booked by Forrest White, who is
associated with Threet in the L. M. Threet
Theatres Company, and who books for
about 15 other independent houses.

DALLAS

new

independent organization and its buying pool will not feel too amiss about our
continued refusal to reveal names. We

believe all will understand, for we were
pledged not to do so. Story of the whole
thing appears elsewhere in this issue.
Bob

Pfotenhauer,

State

manager,

B.’s friends who have not viewed the marvel should indeed do so before it goes into
active service. Besides being a topnotch
theatreman, Noble swings a mean saw,
hammer and screwdriver.

R&R House Opening in
Waxahachie May 19
Waxahachie, Tex. — The new R&R Ritz
is scheduled to open on May 19, according
to D. P. Callahan, the circuit’s city manager. This house, although a “B” operation, will be almost as modern as the
new Texas which opened about two weeks
ago. Company plans are to operate three
houses with the Empire, long in existence,
continuing to show on regular schedule,
according to Callahan.

at Kingsville

Kingsville, Tex. — A. (Joe) Wolfshol has
quit Hall Industries as manager of the
Rialto and Rex to engage in another line
of business at San Antonio. R. H. Biggs,
Hall manager at Sinton, was placed in

ENGINEERING

of the Kingsville houses
other manager is selected.

until an-

EQUIPMENT
CO., INC.

Dallas. Texas

(Continued

from

page

68)

Robb &
Rowley-United circuit were
fishing this week on the southeastern Atlantic coast as guests of C. E. Kessnich,
M-G-M’s southern division manager.

is

ready to pass the test for his carpenter’s
union card following his work as an assistant to T. B. Noble fr. in the construction

COOLING

BUFFALO

of Conquest,”

A final word of something or other, with
the hope that the boys to whom we have
had to deny inside information about the

charge

BUFF

Overion Theatre

May 17. At this time the house will be
closed for installation of all new sound and

Change

CO.

2OIII/2 Jackson

program this week. Twenty-five “oaklies”
are being given to 25 listeners who name
the star whose description is given and
write a one-sentence comment on the
star’s best fob.

of an A- 1 nifty ‘‘chuck box” of very red
hue to be used on fishing trips. All of T.

NG'SLOBBIES
FRONTSKIAND
pull them in.

ON REMODELING

Promotion stunt for use on radio? State
Theatre here, which has had considerable
success on WKY
with radio, is working
with yours truly on his KOCY daily film

Friends of Willard Young are glad to
know he is again on the profit side in
handling “ Sins of Passio?i” in Texas
through Maurice Copeland. Willard broke
the ice in Dallas by playing the Joy on
lower Elm St. From that engagement he
booked

neighborhood houses and has secured many attractive circuit as well as
individual theatre dales.
Allied directors and members who have
been in town the past week, all plan to be
on hand for the national convention in
Minneapolis.
J. S. Walker,
about as much

Texas, Grand Prairie, is
interested in flowers as

in the theatre. Before the last rain he
brought in buckets of roses to distribute
among film people. Business may be off or
good,
if the
Walkerbutreally
getsflowers
sore.
The

mother

of J. M.

don’t bloom
(Soda)

well

Reynolds,

who lives in Sherman, visited her son’s
household in Dallas this week. Soda has
been in show and film business a long
time but on this occasion it was different.
Many

expressions

of

sympathy

from

the Row went out to Jack Lilly of Greenville a?id John Lilly, of Sulphur Springs,
on the death of their sister, Mrs. Mitchell,
who was buried in Commerce last week.
Closer survivors were John Mitchell, former exhibitor at Honey Grove and Doug
Mitchell, of the
merce, her sons.

Lilly theatres

in Com-

Johnny Stewart of Kaufman made a
quick trip into town over the weekend to
pick up a film. He beat it back when the
weather report indicated stormy weather.
BOXOFF1CE
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Watkins

Miami Reply Denies
Cause for Action

On Sales of Equipment
Oklahoma

(Continued

from

page 71)

purchase the said Weingarten’s theatre or
to lease it at a high figure on account of
its nuisance value; that he did not commence engaging in the theatre business
in the Greater Miami area until the very
end of 1938; that prior to the time he began construction of either the Cameo
Theatre or the Surf Theatre, he contacted
the officers of these defendants and offered to lease to these defendants, or some
of them, at a ridiculously high figure, and
at a figure which would have prevented
the defendants from making a fair profit

JWERETT
ENTERPRISES, INC., of
Charlotte, has been organized to do a
motion picture and theatre business with
H. H. Everett, F. H. Kennedy and E. J.
Hanson, all of Charlotte, subscribing stock.
Jay Schrader, United Artists sales manager here, accompanied by Robert M.
Boovy and H. D. Hearn, also of United

to Griffith’s new Aggie at Stillwater; also
a cooling system to Roly L. Rollier for his
Meda at Lamont, Okla.

Artists, attended the company’s convention in Hollywood. They included a visit

J. Eldon Peak, Oklahoma Theatre Supply head, reports the following sales:

F. E. Vantine of Great Falls, S. C.; D.
Holt of Troy; G. L. Faw of Biscoe, and
J. E. Vanderberg of Williston, S. C., were
recent visitors on the Row.

Buckles
Oklahoma

Kept Busy

City — Projection

and

allied

equipment overhauling jobs were completed by J. O. Buckles recently for the
American Theatre at Guymon, the Folly
and Royal at Pauls Valley; the Southwest
Theatre Equipment Co., at Wichita; Standard Theatres, Inc., Oklahoma City; Pryor
Theatre, Pryor; New Show, Cleveland;
Savage, Durant; New, Coyle; Bungalow,
Weatherford; Ideal, Halstead, Kans.; Gem
Theatre, Edmond, Okla.; Truman Ellard,
Blue Moon, Oklahoma City; Ritz, Mt.
View; Blue Moon, Lindsay.

by each of these companies which are not
licensed by these defendants, or any of
them, and which may be licensed by plaintiff’s or any other theatres.”

exorbitant figure.”
Of particular and general interest, too,
is the statement in this answer that “the
motion picture business in Greater Miami
is overcrowded; that the theatres therein
are overseated, that is to say, said theatres
have a larger seating capacity then the
Greater Miami area justifies; that several theatres have recently been built in
the area, including the Cameo and the
Surf, causing a further crowding and overseating; that there are not a sufficient
number of first-class feature films produced to serve all the theatres in Greater
Miami to the satisfaction of all of them,
and for this reason the Miami Theatre
and the Mayfair Theatre, operated by
two of the defendants frequently exhibit
the same feature films at the same identical times; that there are a number of
motion picture distributors other than the

|

SUMMER

I LET THEM

to the San Francisco World’s Fair.

Perry Spencer, Republic’s publicity man
from Atlanta, was in Charlotte last week
exploiting “Man

Helen Lett has returned from New
York after being called there on the
recent death of her father. Mrs. Lett is
the wife of Scott Lett, the Paramount
salesman.
Bill Lake of RKO is back on the job
with both arms normal after a fall. Bill
suffered a broken arm several weeks ago.
C. G.

(Hickey)

Lawing,

exhibitor, has

returned from a week’s visit to the World’s
Fair with “News and Views” of the “Whirl
of Tomorrow.”
Mrs. R. D. Bayne of Selma, Ala., is visiting in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Mike
Kincey in Eastover. Mr. Kincey is the
head of the North Carolina Theatres.
Bobbie Bryant, Rock Hill exhibitor and
expert aviator, has been selected to fly
in the North Carolina aircade that will
Fair.
leave Charlotte on June 16 for the World’s

IS JUST AROUND

KNOW

of Conquest.”

THE

CORNER

IT'S COOL

|

INSIDE!
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so-called ‘Big Eight’ which produce good
feature films, among them being Monogram, Republic, Grand National, Gaumont-British and a number of foreign film
companies; that these defendants do not
have the exclusive use in the greater
Miami area of the film produced by any
film companies; that these defendants do
not use all of the first-run films of any
company or companies, that .they use a
large part of the first-run filjns of Universal, Pox, Columbia and United Artists,
but that there are first-class films made
13, 1939

man-

Cooling system for George Herbert’s Opera
House, Apache; cooling system, 450 chairs,
carpet, booth equipment and lamps for
Cecil Davis’ new Coronado here, and new
sound and speaker for the Allison, Rush
Springs, Okla.

from the operation of said theatres.”
The allegation continues: “That Herman Weingarten then and there further
advised said officers of certain of these
defendants that unless they leased said
theatre from his company at said ridiculously high and exorbitant figure, or unless
they cancelled and released for his benefit certain films which they already had
under contract or which they had negotiated for, he would bring the ‘biggest
anti-trust suit ever brought in this part
of the country,’ and force these defendants to lease said theatres from him or
from his companies, and these defendants
are advised and believe, and therefore allege, that plaintiffs, through their president, said Herman Weingarten, have
brought this suit for no other purpose than
to force these defendants, or some other
defendants, to lease said Cameo Theatre
and Surf Theatre from plaintiffs at an

:: May

City — E. A. Watkins,

ager of National Theatre Supply here, reports the sale of the first Type E 4-Star
Simplex system in Oklahoma to the Palace at Blackwell, a Griffith house; also a
Type A 4-Star Simplex system to Vance
Terry for his Ann at Watona, Okla., and

been his custom for many years to construct a theatre near a successful theatre
and require the said successful theatre to
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Theatre Trade and Press
At Kiesling Luncheon
Oklahoma City — A
luncheon in the
Biltmore Hotel was given Barrett Kiesling,
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer publicity contact,
on his visit here last Tuesday. Theatremen and members of the press were invited to inspect
color photographs

Kiesling’s collection of
and data on color press
work, as well as the story of M-G-M and
its pictures.
Attending from Standard Theatres Corp.
here were Walter B. Shuttee, general manager; Pat Patchen, assistant general manager; Julius Krisch, booker; A. L. Smith,
auditor; Jimmy Burge, manager Criterion Theatre; Spence Pierce, manager
Midwest; Paul Townsend, manager Liberty; Martin Coopersmith, manager Victoria; P. M. Swiger, manager Plaza; Robert Busch, manager Tower; James Adams,
manager Warner and Dee Fuller, manager Circle.
Horace Falls, general manager; Frank
McCabe, assistant booker; Claude Fulgham, district manager, and Lester Gibbs
represented the Griffith Amusement Co.
Morris Loewenstein, president of the
MPTO and secretary of the MPTOA, was
also present as were the following
sentatives of the local press:

repre-

Walter H. Harrison, editor of the Oklahoma City Times; Harold Johnson, Sunday editor of the Daily Oklahoman ; Bennie Turner of the Daily Oklahoman and
Bruce Palmer, motion picture reviewer of
the Oklahoman-Times as well as H. J.
Phillips, L. P. Thompson, Morris Moore,
Frank Lee and O. C. Brown.

Kiesling Urges Support
For Fine Productions
Dallas — Barrett C. Kiesling told the
Dallas Federated Women’s Clubs last week
that they should support the better type
pictures made by Hollywood producers in
order that that class of entertainment
would be an incentive to picture makers.
Kiesling traced this business from the
“shady” days to now when motion picture
operators are the highest type of citizens.
He

cited several classics made by producers which failed at the boxoffice, due to
the lack of proper support from clubs and
laymen’s organizations.
At this meeting with Kiesling and
the members of the Federated Clubs were
J. K. Johnston, Interstate circuit’s head
booker; Frank Starz, Interstate publicity
director; E. B. Coleman, Metro publicity
director for the south; J. O. Cherry, Interstate city manager; and Mrs. Clarence
Echols, who, with her committee, classifies
pictures for public acceptance. The Very
Rev. Msgr. W. G. Nold, Catholic priest,
gave the benediction for this meeting.

Scripts Own
Hollywood — Marion
own original, “Son
gram.

Original
Orth

will script her

of the Navy,”

for Mono-

The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Quality Theatre Equipment & Supplies
1912% Morris Ave.
Phone 3-8665
BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

m i a m it
piRST of the summer closing dates to be
announced is that for Paramount’s big
North Beach house, the Sheridan. Tuesday, May 30, will mark final performances
of the season at this house, Manager
George Hoover announces. He will go
over to the main offices of the circuit in
Miami.

With

closing

of the

Sheri-

Theatre bein the Para-

Oklahoma

City — W.

A.

Pat

Murphy,

state labor commissioner, predicts the legislature within two years will revive the
dormant wage-hour law.
The law, passed by the 16th legislature,
never went into operation. Codes drawn
by the industrial welfare commission were
held up by court action. The theatre industry was scheduled to be heard by the
commission when court action started and
hearings were stopped.

As far as romance is concerned “Paris
in the Spring” is just a ripple in comparison with the casualties among Wometcoites. Burton Clark and his recent bride
kept their marriage a secret from their
associates for a longer time than they had

An effort to repeal the law in the last
legislature failed in the house by two
votes. However, the legislature failed to
appropriate funds for the commission to
draw new codes and the old codes have

expected they would be able to. The likeable Rosetta manager and Dolores Donahue were married in Hollywood last month.
Prior to his present position, Clark was

expired, leaving the law a dead issue.
Murphy predicts that many interests
which fought the wage-hour law this session will be asking to revive it next season

manager

because

He’s the most

to fit in with the federal law,” he said.
“Many corporations under the federal law
will see competitors classified as intrastate
businesses working their employes long
hours and paying low salaries.

of the Grove and before that, assistant manager of the Biscayne-Plaza.
Another manager to be congratulated is
Floyd Stubbefield of the Strand. His bride
is the former Sara Kilgo of Louisville, Ky.
recent benedict

of the group.

Third of the “I do-ers” is the former Lottie Cohen, cashier at the Lincoln. A former cashier at the Indianapolis exchange of
Columbia Pictures, she married a former
Indianapolis man, Irving Arnold.
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Meyer are at the
Asheville, N. C., Country Club for a two
weeks’

visit . . . Mr. and Mrs. Larry Johnston have named their infant son, born
last March, Gaylord. Earl Potter, Miami

of the federal wage-hour law applying to firms in interstate business.
“I believe the state act will be amended

“This unfair competition will begin to
have its effect and these interstate interests are going to demand a state law
for their own

protection.”

Paramounteers
Big Deepsea

Land

Catch

theatre’s assistant manager, won the April
“gold award,” for his suggestion about

Miami — Top men in the initial spring
sports events of Paramount managers and

spiking the belief that “Wuthering
Heights” was a British-made picture. He
urged advertising it as “Another Hit from
the Hollywood Studios of Samuel Gold-

department heads have been George Baldwin, manager of the Regent Theatre, and
George Hoover, manager of the Sheridan.
Baldwin angled his way to the top when
the group went
the Gulf Stream

A switch in assistant managers at the
Paramount and the Gables sends George
Allen
wyn.”from the Flagler St. house down to
work with Daniel Boone at the Coral
Gables spot, while George Manley comes
up town from the Gables to be assistant
to Rollin K. Stonebrook at the Paramount
. . . Johnny Dwyer, who resigned as assistant manager at the Paramount, several
months ago, is returning to the Paramount
organization to be associated with the art
department.
Announcement

has

been

made

that

some 80 employes of Wometco who have
been with the organization for more than
a year will be given vacations with pay
beginning June 1. One year employes are
given one week; those who have been with
the company for more than two years, two
weeks.
Sidney

Meyer

has

issued

a

reminder

to

all Wometco managers that a “MUST” on
all of their calendars is not only to attend all screenings but to write a full and
honest review of each. Among the recent
newcomers to this organization are L. F.
Kuttnauer, a former Chicagoan, who is
the company’s new purchasing agent; and
C. M. Griepenberg , who is now wielding
the airbrush

74-B

the

dan, Austin Moon’s Colony
comes the number one house
mount circuit.

Labor Commissioner Sees
Revival of Work Law

in Hal

Kopplin’s

department.

deepsea fishing out into
last Wednesday when he

brought to boat a six and a half foot sailfish. The group, which went out in the
charter boat Sea-Boots, also brought back
two dolphin and 20 bonitas. Completing
the

party

were

General

Manager

W.

R.

Lynch, Edward Carmichael, Charles Whitacre, Jack Sawyer, Carl Mott, Dan Boone,
J. Hal Luter, Austin Moon and Rollin K.
Stonebrook.
The previous Wednesday, when Hoover
was low man in the golf session held by
the same group, the men took their outing
at the Miami Country Club.

National Equipment Sales
Forge Ahead in Texas
Dallas — Leading off current equipment
sales made in Texas by National Theatre
Supply was the Aztec Theatre at Albany
which bought screen, carpet, lighting fixtures, a sound system, mechanisms, conversion units and padding. Other sales
included carpet to the Texas at Ballinger, screen to the Palace, Childress; carpet and padding to the Palace, Memphis;
mechanisms, pedestals, magazine and lenses
to the Ozona,

Ozona;

sound

system,

pro-

jectors, rectifiers, lenses, screen film cabinet, reels, cooling equipment and lamps
to the New Theatre, Round Rock.
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Griffilh Suits Are
Absorbing Topic

San

Antonio

taught

the

City — The

outcome

tact for M-G-M

of

the

department of justice suits directed
against the Griffith companies on antitrust charges, is receiving wide speculation in the film industry of the state.
Some salesmen report it is exceedingly
difficult to sell new contracts, particularly
so during the week following the suits, as
most exhibitors prefer hand-to-mouth buying wherever possible until the courts
hand down a decision.
Exhibitors figure if the government
succeeds in breaking up the Griffith setup there will be more product available at
better prices and that the outcome of the
suit may affect clearance as regards their
own situations.
Meanwhile, parties concerned are planning to press the Griffith action as soon
as possible. No date for the first hearing
on the suit has been revealed but it is expected an early hearing will be sought by
the government on the requested injunction which would prohibit defendant distributors from making any picture contracts with Griffith companies or competing setups in Griffith towns.
The injunction also would prevent the
four defendant Griffith companies from
acquiring or leasing new properties.
Griffith officials here have been in conference with legal advisors for the past
week. They feel confident the suit will be
adjusted to the satisfaction of all concerned. When the suit was first filed,
Griffith officials expressed the hope it
might clarify their position, which has
been under attack from various quarters
from time to time.
The similarity between the government’s
bill of complaint and the A. B. Momand
suits has been noted in most film circles
and has led to considerable speculation as
to how the government’s action will affect
Momand’s two suits still pending in federal court here.
Several hearings on a score or more of
motions filed by both sides in the Momand
actions have been held, but actual trial
has not been started. At present a motion of the defendants to dismiss the action is on docket for hearing.

Ballinger Reopening
Ballinger,

Tex. — Formal

opening

of the

new Texas was held on May 5. This
house, destroyed by fire early in the year,
was replaced as of old with the exception
that the stage was made considerably
larger to accommodate any road attraction that may come, and modern projection and sound was installed.

Leon Remodeling
Albany,

Tex. — H. S. Leon

of Haskell

has

given orders to remodel the Azteca, which
includes the installation of much new
equipment, and treatment of the theatre’s
interior for sound. Dorsey Looney is associated with Leon as resident manager.
BOXOFFICE
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Motion

nation

ing to Barrett

By B. O. TELLER
Oklahoma

Summer Business Is

Says Nation Got Its
Voice From Films
how

Riesling,
and

pictures
publicity

Hollywood's

bassador of good will."
Speaking before members
San Antonio Motion Picture
and

Interstate

Theatre

last week,

Riesling

"lowered

American

have

said

con"am-

of the
Council

officials

here

the films have

voices

two

oc-

taves."

REMODELING
of the brick building
which once housed the Dixie, Dierks,
is almost completed. The new house,
owned by K. Lee Williams, is equipped
with a cooling and heating system. New
opera chairs will be installed.
The

front of the New Theatre, Melbourne, has been repainted, front windows
widened, roof and floors repaired and
improvements made ... A new screen has
been installed at the Queen, DeQueen.
Mountain Home is to have a new theatre to be operated by H. H. Evans, of
Harrison . . . While the Gem at Nashville
is being rebuilt and new equipment installed, K. Lee Williams Theatres will
operate the New Liberty, Louis Littlefair,
manager, announces.
It is announced that K. Lee Williams
has bought the Dixie at Ashdown. It will
be closed for remodeling. William Frazier
will manage the house.

Washburn Is Amazed
Talent Discoveries
Oklahoma

City — “The

at

amount

of tal-

ent we are unearthing is a surprise to me,”
Bryant Washburn, RKO talent scout, told
Boxoffice

here, “and

Off to Slow Start

to talk, accord-

the

oddity

of it is

that we are unearthing all types of talent.
In some cities the idea is pretty much of
a dud, but in others it is more than paying
for itself.

“Personally I’m getting a big kick out of
this business; it’s the first time I’ve been
out of Hollywood in many years — I should
have left oftener, for the people you meet
over the map makes you realize more of
what this country really is.”
With Washburn on the second

RKO

“Search for Talent” contest, tied in with
CBS and KOMA locally, were Dave Todd,
talent scout, and Leo Pillot of the RKO
publicity department.
Washburn was a guest of the chamber
of commerce at its regular meeting here
and presented the local winners of the
contest from the stage of the Criterion
Theatre, Friday night.
The Criterion had previously been running the RKO screen test of Mary Jane
Barnes, Oklahoma City girl, who placed
in the finals of the first contest.

By ERNEST
Oklahoma

FAIR

City — Summer

business

has

opened slowly in Oklahoma theatre circles.
Both local and smaller town exhibitors
report
business
tions.

slightly below

expecta-

In the smaller cities some are finding
business comparable with that of last
summer, but only in those localities where
out-of-the-ordinary circumstances make
more money plentiful in the area.
Locally, only the big pictures are bringing good business. Ordinary films are doing just that kind of business.
“There is nothing particularly wrong
with the theatre business,” Walter
tee, general manager of Standard
tres here, tells Boxoffice. “It is
that people do not have money to
to go to the theatres every week.

ShutTheasimply
spend

“Today our big pictures such as ‘Dodge
City’ and ‘Jesse James’ pull as good as
they did in what we used to call good
times. But nowadays people save up their
show money to wait for the outstanding
films. They cannot afford to take the
family to the theatre every week or twice
a week because they do not have the
money to spare nowadays.”
Similar views are held by a number of
other leaders in the industry throughout
the state. It has been noted that the “big”
pictures carry heavy grosses even in the
smallest towns.
“Pictures like ‘Jesse James’ pull in people I’d forgotten were alive,” Orville Von
Gulker, operator of the Roberta Theatre
at Okeene, Okla., says. “But the ordinary
films don't even pay the rentals.
“When I ran ‘Jesse James’ there was
seldom a vacant seat and I remember
men and women coming into my house
who
hadn’t been to my theatre for six
months.
“When you look at that situation you
stop and think about the theatre business. You can say that we don’t have
enough good pictures, for my people do
patronize my house when I have an outstanding puller such as this to offer them.
They feel that their money invested in a
theatre ticket is well spent.
“But they don’t feel that money is well
spent when I give them only run-of-themill stuff. They simply cannot see any
value in the purchase they are asked to
make;

and they don’t make

it.”

Goldin Is Fined $200 and
Sentenced
" Duping
"
Dallas — Howard lor
M. Goldin
was assessed
a $200 fine and given a suspended sentence of one year in jail on his plea of
guilty to infringing the copyright on
“Lash of the Penitentes,” a picture owned
by Michael J. Levinson. Goldin allegedly
duped a print and was tracked down by
Levinson who was successful in having
Goldin indicted.
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MT564

Lumiline lamps
Candle flame lamps
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Soaps, liquid
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MT657
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Plumbing fixtures
Toilet seats
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Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
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Seat decking materials
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Sound systems,
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MT591
MT592

Projectors, complete
Projectors, standard

sound

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT596

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

MT597
MT598
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MT600
MT601
MT602

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
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Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MT603
MT604
MT605
MT606
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Rectifiers, tube type
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Rheostats, projection
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MT609
MT610
MT611
MT612
MT613
MT614

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels

MT615
MT616

Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic

MT617
MT618
MT619
MT620
MT621
MT622
MT623
MT624

Change-over devices
Slide projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales

MT625
MT626
MT627
MT628
MT629
MT630
MT631
MT632

Film scrapers
Film splicers
Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

MT715

Accounting

MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719

Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket
Ticket
Ticket

MT633

Rectifiers, magnesium-copper
sulphide

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff

MT685
MT686

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MT688
MT689
MT690
MT691

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MT692
MT693

Footlights
Switchboards

STRUCTURAL

picture

MATERIALS

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT706
MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, viterous enamel
Fronts, porcelain enamel
Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS
systems

issuing machines
registers
holders
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The New

National

Its Scope

and Its Powers

By

MILTON

GALBRAITH

Ottawa — The National Film Act 1939,
providing for the creation of the National
Film Board for the Dominion, has received Royal Assent after having been passed
by the Canadian House of Commons and
Senate following a stormy passage through
successive debates. Probably because of
charges by the Parliamentary opposition
that the proposed board would become a
dictatorial commission with expensive entourage similar to the expansion of the
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. which now
controls all phases of radio entertainment
in Canada, it has now been officially announced that “there will be no interference with commercial film organizations.”
This declaration may allay the fears of
trade distributors and producers of short
subjects

in Canada that the federal government planned to take over the regulation of the motion picture business some
time in the future, but the bill sponsored
by Hon. W. D. Euler, minister of trade and
commerce, and now ready for enactment,
does make reference to commercial com-

Patent

dividually

Film Board;

distribution

Canadians

service under the authority of the director of the Canadian government motion
picture bureau, who is Capt. Frank C.
Badgley, M.C., of Ottawa. An advisory

the
and

committee, consisting of government officials, is given the responsibility of organizing the central film distribution and
public

information service with the government bureau in Ottawa to be the depository of films. The main board is to

comprise the minister of trade and commerce as chairman, three officials of the
permanent civil service, three persons outside of the civil service and another cabinet minister, all of whom are to be appointed by the governor in council.
The Act stipulates: “No one shall be
eligible for appointment to the board as
one of the three members from outside
the public service of Canada
pecuniary

who

has any

interest, direct or indirect, in-

Expected

Soon

offing

throughout Ontario, announcement having been made of construction
jobs in various new locations. Mrs. H. J.
Sutherland of St. Mary’s is building a
new theatre in Mitchell where there had
previously

been

no

cinema.

Mrs.

Suther-

land operates the Lyric at St. Mary’s,
Capitol Theatre at Goderich, Roxy Theatre at Clinton and the Regent at Seaforth, four in all.
Carl Reid of Belleville has started work
on the erection of a theatre and business
block at Bancroft in eastern Ontario, the
structure including a row of stores with
apartments overhead. He has already
contracted for C.T.R. sound equipment
from Perkins Electric Co., Ltd.
Harry
New

Sherman heads a group of businessmen in the erection of a theatre at

Toronto, a municipality west of Toronto where an Allen chain theatre is

already in operation. Heyd & Heyd, Toronto law firm, is acting for the interested men.
Leslie Gregory,
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of the Royal

K

the

efforts

Advise upon the making and distribution of national films designed to help

(b)

Co-ordinate national and departmental film activities in consultation with
board and the several departments
branches of government work;

(c) Advise

as to the methods

of secur-

ing quality, economy, efficiency and effilms; fective co-operation in the production, distribution and exhibition of government
(d)

Advise upon and approve production, distribution and exhibition contracts
and agreements in connection with film
activities of the several departments of
the government and, in respect of these,
act as intermediary between such departments and the bureau and between such
departments and commercial firms;
(e)

Advise upon all departmental expenditures in the production, distribution
and exhibition of films;
(f) Represent the board in its relations
with commercial newsreel and non-commercial film organizations ;
of gov-

Co-ordinate and develop information services in connection with government film activities.
respect to the purchase of equipment and material, the Act sets forth:
director of the bureau shall act as

advisory

officer in the purchase, maintenance and use of all film apparatus by

government departments
prove the terms of such

and shall appurchase. The

purchase of film apparatus shall be reported by the director to the commissioner
who

shall keep a record of such purchases and advise departments as to the
most economical and efficient disposition

of

an

exhibitors’ committee composed of Howard
Boothe, Dunbar; Hugo Ray, Beacon; and
Frank

pic-

in all parts of Canada to understand the ways of living and the problems of Canadians in other parts;

“The

On Daylight Saving
Vancouver — Despite

or motion

With

Vancouver Plebiscite

are in the

(a)

<h)

Ottawa — The patent action instituted against Brown's Theatres, Ltd., Toronto,
operate the Community Theatre in Toronto, covering infringement in connection with the Cincinnati Time Recorder Sound Reproducing Equipment, is still
in process of trial in the Exchequer Court here. The trial opened April 17. It is
reported that altogether two weeks will be required for presentation of evidence
and that, in all probability, a decision will be handed down shortly.

theatres

of photographic

(g) Advise as to the distribution
ernment films in other countries;

who

Toronto— Still more

or partner

apparatus.”
Theture
duties
of the government film commissioner are outlined as follows:

panies in several sections.
The Act provides for the appointment
of a government film commissioner to
hold office for three years at a salary to
be determined. It also provides for the
establishment of a central film distribution

Suit Decision

Building Ahead in
Ontario Province

or as a shareholder

or otherwise, in the production, distribution or exhibition of photographs or motion pictures, or in the manufacture or

Gow, Famous Players, the Vancouver city council approved a plebiscite

whereby the voters may decide the question of a daylight saving by-law, at a byelection to be held May 10.
Some
theatres presented on their
screens their reasons for opposing the
plan which, however, did not meet the
approval of some in their audiences who
expressed their displeasure by hisses.

of film apparatus after purchase.”
The director of the government motion
picture bureau is empowered to employ
temporary personnel for the production
of any film or group of films as required
“notwithstanding anything in the civil service act.” Members of the committee are
not to be paid any fees or emoluments except actual traveling and living expenses
in connection with the business of the
committee. All processing and production
of films is to be undertaken by the bureau
in Ottawa, except “where the board considers the use of commercial firms ad-

As a two-thirds majority is necessary,
exhibitors have hopes that it will be defeated.

visable in the public interest.”
Of importance is the provision that
“the governor in council may make such
regulations as may be necessary for car-

and Gregory theatres, Hamilton, has taken
over a new theatre project in Leamington

out the the
intent
of this cabinet
Act,” which
means ryingthat
Dominion
may

and
A

has had plans prepared
tion of a theatre in Orillia.

for the erec-

second theatre is planned for Trenton, Ont., in opposition to the Trent Theatre, a Famous Players house. Trenton
has a large training station of the Royal
Canadian Air Force.

take any

further desired steps in the production, distribution and exhibition of
films without reference to Parliament.

This is believed to be the
tion in any medium of the
of the statute providing for
of the National Film Board,
which is not set.

first publicaactual details
the creation
the date for
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Long May

They Reign!

The Editors and Staff of BOXOFFICE
sincere and

extend

their

heartiest felicitations to its hundreds

of

readers in Canada on the glorious and soul-stirring
occasion of the first visit to the shores of the Dominion
of reigning Monarchs of the far-flung British Commonwealth of Nations and to proffer the congratulations
of this paper

on the auspicious

tour of goodwill.

The executive members of the staff of this publication are happy in the knowledge that the people of
the United States of America

will shortly share in the

great honor of the personal presence

of Their Majesties

in a visit of state, which can only be regarded as symbolic of the unity of hope and purpose on the part of
the two great Democracies

in the cause

peace

of common

and the achievement

We

join with our Canadian

ing—
God Save the King!

No Motion Pictures

Ottawa — Final and official arrangements for the tour of Canada by Their
Majesties King George VI and Queen Elizabeth during the next four weeks do not
provide for the operation of a motion picture laboratory on the pilot train which
is to precede the Royal Train across the
continent, although facilities have been
installed for the development of press
photographs en route.
According to formal announcement by
Capt. Frank C. Badgley, M.C., Ottawa,
representing the Dominion government,
every precaution has been taken to avoid
“a cluttering up of the scene of all ceremonials and state functions by photoa

companies

76

graphers and newsreel cameramen” and,
pool arrangement, all newsreel
are

to be given

equal

understanding.

kindred

oppor-

in proclaim-

God Bless the Queen !

tunity for the securing of pictures. Captain Badgley pointed out the Royal Visit
would provide Canada with the greatest

City where the negatives will be developed,
printed and distributed, a proportion of

possible

London. Similar arrangements are scheduled for stops at Kingston, Toronto and
elsewhere, with sound trucks being moved
from Minneapolis to Winnipeg and from
Seattle to Vancouver to cover the western
legs of the Royal Tour.
Newsreel companies included in the

advertising

and

full cooperation

would

Of Royalty's Tour

under

of everlasting

be extended to the newsreel companies on an equal basis to the extent of
a complete pictorial record of the tour
to each with the greatest speed.
Six sound

trucks

have

been

made

avail-

able, these including one from the Dominion government, two from the Associated
Screens News, Ltd., and three from the
United States which have been admitted
to the Dominion free of duty for the duration of the tour only through special Order in Council which waived the import
regulations for the occasion. These trucks
and crews are scheduled to leap-frog each
other from point to point. Films taken
at Quebec
Screen

City and Montreal are being developed in the laboratory of Associated

News where they will be immediately available to the newsreel companies. Those taken here May 17 to 20,

are being placed aboard specially-chartered airplanes which will fly to New York

prints to be placed

on

a liner bound

for

The King and Queen
View Two Films
Montreal
George

—

VI

Their

and

Majesties

Queen

Elizabeth,

King
now

on the High Seas and expected in Quebec Monday, witnessed two motion
pictures
the

en

Empress

route
of

to

Canada

Australia.

aboard

The

films

were "Jesse James" and "Charlie Chan
at Monte Carlo," the latter the last film
made by the late Warner Oland.
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pooling arrangement are Fox Movietone,
Paramount News of the Day, Universal
and RKO
Pathe in the United States,
three companies in the United Kingdom
and one in France, with further copies
for the Dominion government for official
purposes.

Present Cooper and Wife
To the King and Queen
Toronto — Col. John A. Cooper, president
of the Motion Picture Distributors of Canada, and Mrs. Cooper have been officially
invited to meet Their Majesties King
George VI and Queen Elizabeth at the
State Reception which is to be held in
the Parliament Bldgs, here Monday,
May 22.
Very few persons are to have the privilege of being presented to the British
Monarchs during their Canadian tour, the
invitation list being generally limited to
cabinet ministers, chief municipal officials and other high dignitaries of church
and state.

Probe Nazi Film Seized
In a Montreal Club

L. NATH
Players
weekend at
ning of the

ANSON, president of Famous
Canadian Corp., spent last
Louisville, Ky., for the runDerby at Churchill Downs . . .

Paul Nathanson, vice-president of EmpireUniversal Films, Ltd., and A. W. Perry,
general manager, are on a business tour
of western Canada and are holding regional meetings at Winnipeg, Calgary and
Vancouver in preparation for the new
season.
“ Alexander Nevsky” registered high business at the Hollywood Theatre in its Canadian premiere . . . Robert Rennie of Vitagraph, Ltd., here has been transferred
to the Winnipeg branch of Warner Bros,
where he has been made office manager.
On

his recent film-scouting trip to Toronto, L. W. Payne, proprietor of the Capitol Theatre at Listowell, Ont., announced

that

he is planning a big trip to Winnipeg as a holiday jaunt.

Lou Polakoff, proprietor of the Manor
Theatre, Toronto, has been indisposed and

Montreal — Seizure of a Nazi film, “Pour
Le Merite,” is under investigation by the
attorney-general’s department, provincial
police report.
During a raid on the Harmonia Club a
few days ago, police stopped the film after
one reel had been shown. No arrests were
made.

I. Steinliart of the Vanity Theatre, Windsor, Ont., has been appointed manager of
the theatre.
Harry S. Dahn, Toronto film financier,
is one of the first to hear the call of the
fish and is getting organized for a lengthy
stay in the Sturgeon Lake region.

About 200 persons were present at the
time, it was reported, at the invitation of
the local German consulate. The police
seized the film on the grounds that it had

Mrs. Ben Freedman, wife of the proprietor of the Royal at Long Branch, was admitted to a hospital here where she underwent a major operation.

not been passed by the local board of censors and that the club held no license permitting to charge admissions for a picture
representation.
A glorification of the Nazi revolution in

Ruby

Germany, the film was termed “totalitarian propaganda” in police circles. It portrayed a love drama against the background of the rise of Nazis.
Queried regarding the seizure of the
film, representatives of German societies
refused to comment and referred all questions to the German consulate. Officials
there would make no statement.
Further action in the case is under
study
ment.

by

the

attorney- general’s

depart-

miss

of the

Clair Hague of Toronto, Canadian manager for Universal and dean of the film
fraternity in the Dominion, has returned
from a business trip to New York and
Cincinnati.
J. O. Scott, proprietor of the Weston
Theatre, Weston, and booker for a group
of Ontario independent theatres, experienced a personal shock when his daughter
cycle.
Grand

given is that country

young

A. Rappaport, owner of the Hollywood.
Campbellford, has his palatial summer
hotel in full swing for the summer season.

Calgary — Film salesmen report a slump
in boxoffice returns in small towns south
Reason

popular

Exhibitors Booking Ass’n, has entered the
state of matrimony . . . A1 McCague, booker at Warner Bros., is also taking unto
himself a wife.

Business Sags in Towns
Just South of Calgary
of here.

Cass,

folk

Calgary is going to be another Dodge
City that day with military and Indians
officially appearing on route of march.
The Canadian Legion is undertaking the
care of thousands of children from the
prairies and the adult visitors will tax the
sleeping and eating facilities of this
prairie city.

the special attraction at the Toronto Imperial the week of the Royal Visit.

Shortly after returning from the
Canadian West, Leo M. Devaney, general
manager of RKO Radio, Toronto, jumped
on the train for the Atlantic seaboard
to investigate the situation in Nova Scotia following the enactment of the bill to
regulate the film exchange business.
Recent

out-of-town

exhibitors

to make

the Toronto rounds included: Leslie Gregory of the Royal and Gregory theatres in
Hamilton; Mrs. H. J. Sutherland of St.
Mary’s, who has a bunch of small town
theatres; Gordon Calhoun, who owns the
Capitol in Aylmer, Ont.; Jack Allen of
the Tivoli; Thorold, who hadn’t been here
in some time; Milton Fallick of the Lyceum, Hamilton, and Miss Jane Edmonds
who is widely known as the successful
operator of the Kent, Lindsay.

an

Jules Bernstein of Loew’s here secured
excellent tieup with the big T. Eaton

department store on ‘‘Huckleberry Finn”
in the store’s newspaper advertising and
window displays for a line of boys’ wearing apparel which were tagged with the
title of the picture.
Horace

Lapp

of Toronto,

orchestra director, has
mer resort of Banff

former

Rockies where his orchestra
tured until next September.
Manager

Al

theatre

gone to the sumin the Canadian

Sedgewick

will be fea-

of the

Belsize

here ivas host at a theatre party this Saturday to a large party of children from
the Home for Incurables, with businessmen of the Mt. Pleasant district supplying automobile transportation.
Because

of the

visit of the

King

and

Queen, Manager Vern Hudson of the Capitol here, has postponed a special midnight
frolic, which was scheduled for May 19,
until early fall.

CBC

Will Not Prohibit

Broadcast

of "Zola”

Montreal — The Canadian Broadcasting
Corp. will make no effort to prohibit the
broadcast of “The Life of Emile Zola,”
starring Paul Muni, in the Radio Theatre
next Monday, Gladstone Murray, general
manager of CBC, revealed. Murray was

her

bi-

queried because of a ban in Quebec province of a motion picture of the same name,
which also starred Muni.

manager

of

premiere.

An official at station CKAC, local outlet of the Columbia network, which carries the program, stated that a copy of the
script was being sent here to be previewed,
in order to avoid any chance of offense.

Toronto independents report that the return of daylight saving has again cut into
boxoffice returns but are hopeful the visit
of the British Monarchs will stimulate
business with expected thousands of visitors in the city.

Toronto — W. B. Waters, manager of the
Granada Theatre, a Hanson chain unit at
Chatham, Ont., was surprised by armed

Walter Kennedy of Empire-Universal is
busy with preparations for the Canadian

bandits and robbed of one day’s receipts
amounting to $130, the robbers making
their escape, despite a hurried call to the

sustained

are saving their nickles and dimes to invade Calgary by car, bus and train when
King George and Queen Elizabeth visit
here May 26.

to be

Harry

an
J.

injury
Allen,

National

while
general

riding

here, announced

the book-

ing of “Grand Illusion” into the Capitol
Theatre, Sarnia, Ont., for its Canadian

premiere

of “Man

of Conquest,”

which

Waters

Loses $130

is
police.
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Get Together
Conciliation

in Nova
Board

sary. Although passed by the Nova Scotia legislature, the act has not gone into
iorce and will become effective only by
Order-in-Council which has not been

Scotia;

Set Up

promulgated pending
trade representatives.

Montreal — Following the attack in the
Nova Scotia legislature upon the Famous
Players Canadian Corp. which was accused
of a monopoly in the distribution of films,
a delegation of distributors conferred in
Halifax with representatives of exhibitors,
with the result formation of a conciliation

guilty of “unjust discrimination” in booking contracts.
The conference was held following the
return here of a trade deputation which
had conferred with government officials at
Halifax, the delegation including Col. John

board. The delegation was assured by Premier Angus L. Macdonald that Bill No. 92,
introduced in the legislature, which would

O’Loghlin,

give the government control over film distribution and the cost of films, would be
held in abeyance, pending presentation of
arguments calling for its rescindment.
The conciliation board, consisting of
eight

representatives
tributors and theatre
grievances and settle
parties concerned will

of exhibitors, dischains, will hear all
them by vote. All
be bound to adhere

to the board’s decisions.
“I am quite satisfied that this conciliation board will prove the solution of all
cm’ theatrical difficulties in the province
of Nova Scotia,” declared Malcolm A.
Patterson, member of the legislative assembly who introduced the bill after independent exhibitors on Cape Breton Island had complained that a second Famous
Players theatre in Sydney would ruin them
by preventing them obtaining early films.
Patterson, in a prepared statement, added: ‘‘On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, May 2, 3, 4, meetings were held in
Halifax

between officials representing different branches of the motion picture industry, including T. J. Bragg, of Famous
Players Canadian Corp.; Col. J. A. Cooper
of Toronto: L. M. Devaney and J. P.
O’Loghlin, 20th-F'ox, representing producers and distributors, and a large number of independent showmen who operate
theatres in the province of Nova Scotia.
‘‘The
Corp.

conference was called at the instance of the Famous Players Canadian
and the producers and distributors,

for the

purpose of adjusting some difficulties which have arisen in the province
with respect to the operation of some of
these independent theatres.
‘‘It was finally decided, by unanimous
approval of all present, that a conciliation
board be appointed to consist of eight
men;

four to be chosen from the independent exhibitors; two from the distributing producers, and one each from the

F'amous Players and the
John, N. B.) theatres.

Spencer

(Saint

“This conciliation board will in the future have to deal with all difficulties and,
grievances which may arise in the motion
picture

industry

in tlrs province.”

Nova Scotia Developments
Mulled by Distributors
Toronto — An emergency meeting of the
Motion Picture Distributors of Canada was
held at the head office here to consider
developments in the Province of Nova Scotia in connection with the enactment of
the

theatres cinematographs and amusements act by the legislature of that province providing for the control of film exchanges by license and the cancellation
of such license if an exchange is deemed

78

A. Cooper, president of the Motion Picture Distributors of Canada; James P.
general manager of 20th Century-Fox Films, Ltd., and Leo M. Devaney,
Canadian general manager of RKO Radio.
It is understood that no plan has been
contemplated for the withdrawal of film
product from the theatres operated in Nova
Scotia under contracts now in effect and
it is expected that an amicable adjustment of alleged differences between the
distributors and the Nova
ment will be worked out
contracts

for the

new

Scotia governbefore booking

season

are

neces-

QORDON
LIGHTSTONE, Ontario branch
manager of Regal Films, called on Ottawa exhibitors to line up dates on M-G-M
and Monogram product and saw the extensive preparations for the visit of Their
Majesties in the Canadian Capital . . .
Manager H. Berlin of the Somerset Theatre is packing them in with amateur
vaudeville each Thursday evening, plus a
double film bill.
Don

Stapleton,

proprietor

of the Centre

Theatre, is president of the Ottawa Senators baseball team and is expecting a big
season with Wally Schang, former major
league veteran, as the field manager.
Angelo Stevens has booked “Broadway
Serenade,” starring Jeanette MacDonald,
for the Regent Theatre to coincide with
the visit of the King and Queen when
huge crowds are expected. It will play as
a single attraction, the double bill policy
being dropped for the occasion.

conferences

Censorship, Inspection
Reports Are Skipped
Toronto — The Ontario legislature prorogued after a swiftly moving session without the presentation of the annual report
of the motion picture censorship and theatre inspection branch of the provincial
government for the fiscal year ending
March 31, 1939.
This report from O. J. Silverthorne,
chairman of the Ontario board of moving
picture censors, contains all the official
data regarding the examination of films
during the 12 months and the issuing of
licenses for theatres, halls, film exchanges
and projectionists. The report is to be
mailed to the individual legislators at their
homes and any measures affecting the film
business cannot be brought before the
provincial house until 1940 at the earliest.

Wright Constituency in the coming federal elections. The picture was released
in Great
lations.

Britain

under

the quota

Leonard Bishop, former manager of the
Regent in Ottawa, was a visitor in the
Capital when he supervised the introduction of the ‘‘Prof. Quiz” stage stunt at
the Capitol as a weekly attraction. He
has had much success with the Professor at his Tivoli in Hamilton, Ont., for
many

legal holiday in Hull has been declared for May 19 when the British Monarchs will make a tour of the city which
keeps

company

with

Ottawa.

“Whiteoaks,” starring Ethel Barrymore, is being given two performances
on the stage of the Capitol Theatre on
May
15, after which “Sixty Glorious
Years” will open its Canadian premiere as
a Royal Visit screen attraction.
Tom
second

Palmer, juvenile actor, made
appearance on Broadway.

real busmess. “Wuthering Heights”
played two weeks at the Elgin.

also

J. R. Booth, wealthy lumberman of Ottawa who sponsored a
film-producing
venture in Canada which resulted in the

his

A Chain Tax Bill
In Quebec
taxation

or

distributing

theatres

offices

The

offices

tax

having

in the

is provided

before the Quebec
further impost for
their head

for chain

corporations

or branch

ince of Quebec

legislature,
companies
outside

of one-tenth

Prov-

in a

bill

with a
having

of Canada.

of one

per

cent

on paid-up capital of more than $25,000 is to be maintained and an additional tax of $50 will be imposed on
each place of business in the principal
cities and $25 for each branch or unit
in other

municipalities. Where capitalization is less than $25,000, the new

tax

each

months.

“Dark Victory” was held for a second
week at the Centre, Ottawa, because of

regu-

A

Ottawa — Increased

“ Pygmalion ” played on both sides of the
Ottawa River simultaneously, at the Avalon Theatre in Ottawa and the Cartier in
Hull. It was the single feature at the
Avalon and was on a double program at
the Cartier.

with

of

on

Quebec

The
is to

branch

in principal

levy of one-tenth
be

cities

is $25 and in other
nicipalities $20 each per year.

charged

on

of one
capital

mu-

per

cent

of com-

panies having their chief offices
side Canada. Theatre chains and
distributors
included

operating

in the scope

from

outfilm

Toronto

are

of the measure.

making of “The King’s Plate,” has been
proposed as Liberal candidate for the
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Television " Arrives "
In Great Britain
Ottawa— Following
months

in

England,

a

stay

of

R. Pelletier,

six

Britain ’s Television Battle May
Decide CBC Control Reach

pro-

gram executive of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., declared that television
had definitely "arrived" in the United
Kingdom and had become a rival to
the

motion

picture

theatres,

asserting

that it was now a commonplace
od of broadcasting.
"Hundreds

of people

own

meth-

television

sets," declared Pelletier, "and programs
are heard every day. The production
of television broadcasts is now just as
much a part of the routine of the British Broadcasting Co. as the broadcasting of ordinary programs. Thousands
of pounds

are

being

spent

and

hun-

dreds of engineers are engaged in research work to perfect this addition to
the entertainment world.
"It is never doubted in England, in
a few years, most radio programs will
be televised. Plans are being made to
bring

the cost of receiving

in the budget

of the

sets to with-

average

citizen."

W IMM IP EG
£XTREME

satisfaction has been expressed by Eddie Newman of the Lyceum and Orpheum at the cooperation he

received

from the press and radio in connection with the visit here of Ethel Barry-

more in “Whiteoaks.” The daily
gave Newman lavish advance copy
star and the company. Radio station
broadcast interviews with members

papers
on the
CJRC
of the

company. Several members of the company interviewed disclosed they had played
the city in past years and this made for
added interest to local theatre-goers.
Already lined up for local showing at
the Capitol during the Royal visit week is
“The

Hardys Ride High.” The Metropolitan may play “60 Glorious Years” the
same week, if plans now underway materialze. . . Don Gauld, supervisor of
Western Theatres, Ltd., has arranged to
have welcome posters placed on all the
roads leading to Winnipeg. This is, of
course, in connection with the heavy traffic expected here during Jubilee Week,
starting May 22.
Announcement of the government’s decision to place a 70-cent minimum on
wheat comes as pleasant news to the
west. Replacing the original decision
which was to place a 60-cent minimum,
the extra dimes should make a difference
at boxoffices in the western provinces.
“Club de Femmes,” back at the Osborne,
is playing to large attendance . . . Attractive broadsheets publicize
scheduled for early release.

“Beethoven,”

The

By ROY
Montreal

—

CARMICHAEL
Canadian

Broadcasting

Corp. already has taken steps to ensure
its control of television, if and when it
ever

becomes possible to broadcast pictures to Canada’s comparatively small
population scattered over so large an area.

Judging

by the combativeness and aggressiveness displayed by private radio stations, CBC is likely to be challenged when
the time comes, and, if so, the outcome will
probably be influenced by a conflict which
is being waged in Britain between the
BBC and Isidore Ostrer, chairman of the
Gaumont-British Pictures Corp.
That

television
lution in the film
motion picture
taking the lead

will bring about a revoindustry is conceded, and
interests in Britain are
in attempting to adjust

themselves to the important and farreaching developments envisaged.
The film industry in the Old Land is
determined that BBC shall not obtain a
monopoly of television as easily as it secured its hold on radio broadcasting.
Mr. Ostrer threw down the gage of battle by preparing to install in seventy or
more of the Gaumont-British cinemas in
and

near London receivers which will project television on the screen, whether BBC

grants

permission
or not.
titude is that television

Theoutside
BBC’s
is

atthe

scope of the motion picture industry and
is intended for the home fireside. The
corporation prohibited Gaumont-British
from televising the recent Boon-Danahar
fight, but the company went ahead and
sent the pictures through to its cinemas.
Said

Mr. Ostrer: “Neither the Government nor the BBC has the right to withhold from the public the privilege of seeing great events televised. The corporation wrote me to say that I must not regard the televising of the fight as a precedent, but I propose to go ahead with our
scheme to televise from all our cinemas.
I am

prepared

to place the whole

of Gau-

mont British Corporation’s resources at
the disposal of BBC for the advancement
of television, provided that cinema owners are permitted to show television. I
do not ask exclusive rights for Gaumont
British cinemas. I want all cinemas
throughout the country to be able to put
television on the screen.”
Mr. Ostrer said the erection of television stations would cost the country
nothing. The $50,000,000 or so required
would be spent on giving employment and
nothing would need to be imported. This
also would be the case with the $25,000,000
or $50,000,000 spent to equip cinemas for
television. He foresees the time when television will eliminate the second feature
film in double bills which are the rule in
the United Kingdom. He also claims that
it will stimulate new sports events.

front of the Rialto is being decorated . . . The new Main Street Oak
is being enlarged . . . The Times, dark

“Television,” he moralized, “is the entertainment of democracy. It will enable
the maid servant to see Ascot almost as

for some time, reopens May 12 with “Club
de Femmes” . . . Harry Marrs of the

well as the duchess.”
vise the next Derby.

(Continued
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“Britain

is already

He proposes

to tele-

far ahead

in tele-

vision,” he said, “and, if she is allowed to
progress we shall be asked to export millions of pounds worth of equipment to
other parts of the world. We shall obtain
a huge export business as the United
States did when she beat us by a short
head
with theBritish
talkies.”owns the majority
Gaumont
stock in Baird Television, while Odeon
Theatres, Ltd., directed by Oscar Deutsch
is understood to have a large interest in
Scophony, Ltd., another television company, and, less combative than Mr. Ostrer,
is preparing to install screen television in
Odeon

theatres

“as soon

as permission

is

granted
by BBC.”opposition view was exThe official
pressed by Gerald Cook, television director of BBC, who said: “It is impossible to
produce programs simultaneously for the
home screen and the large theatre screen.
To allow productions designed for home
viewing to be projected on a large screen
would be unfair to artists, authors and
everyone concerned. It is not reasonable
that the work of these people should be
used

for the private profit of cinema

The

Television

Development

own-

Commit-

tee of the Radio Manufacturers’ Ass’n of
the United Kingdom has asked the British Postmaster-General to receive a deputation to discuss speeding-up television
“in the provinces,” which means in the
country outside of London.
ers.”Radio Manufacturers Ass’n is ofThe
fering to pay $200,000 to provide a television tieup with Birmingham by the radio relay method, if that method should
have to be abandoned later, and another
method substituted. One of the three radio relay “hops” necessary already has
been completed.
“We feel that if the BBC completes the
relay link right away, a year could be
saved,” said a Radio Manufacturers’ Ass’n
official, adding: “The cost of completing
the link and equipping the station will be
about $500,000, of which about $200,000
will be the cost of the relay link. If the
BBC completes this link and then has to
scrap it in favor of the cable method, we
will
paybroadcasting,
the $200,000.”television has become
Like
so smooth-running, according to a London
commentator, that daylight saving time
can

do little to shake its accustomed routine, as transmissions do not start until
9 p. m. With six times as many receivers
in use this year, Alexandra Palace, headquarters of television broadcasting considers more outdoor transmissions justified. Mobile units will televise the Derby,
the tennis championships at Wimbledon,

J. M. RICE & CO.
Canada
Distributors
Sound

Heads

The

GOLDEN

All

Other

—
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for DUO
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polo at Hurlingham
the Color.
Besides

the BBC

and
and

the Trooping
the cinema

of

own-

ers there are at least three groups interested in the outcome of the television war.
Sports promoters, represented by the British Board of Boxing Control, argue that
television will reduce attendance at sports
events and the board counsels its members to refuse to televise. Television receiver set manufacturers feel that cinema
television will reduce sales of sets, and film
producers and artists are worried over the
effect on the industry — still working at
only one-fifth of its productive capacity —
of second-feature films being eliminated
to make

way

for

“mass-produced”

tele-

vision.”
That is the crux of the situation
Great Britain. Canada will not have

in
to

worry about television problems for a long
time, but the developments overseas will
have a distinct bearing on the progress of
television in the largely populated cities
of the United States. There is no doubt
events are
leaders of

being closely studied by the
the American film industry,

even though for the present, like “Brer
Rabbit” they “lay low and sez nuffin.”

He

Heard

KEN

Montreal — Here’s a tale to inspire you
if depression has got you down. It will
demonstrate that this old world is still,
chock-full of opportunities and may show
you how to seize hold of one and make
it your stepladder to fame and fortune.
It is the story of a former Filmrow
figure,

who
from Master of Ceremonies in a United Amusement Corp. program boosting a patent medicine has become head of a vast entertainment enterprise in the United Kingdom, where he is
today

as “the Major

Bowes

of Eng-

land.”
This young Canadian is Carroll Levis,
a native of Vancouver. Two and a half
years ago he left United Amusement with
only the vaguest plans. He had some
thought of working his way around the
world, and as a start booked his passage
across the Atlantic and landed in London
with $300 in his pocket. London’s streets
are paved with gold. Dick Whittington
found it so — and so did Carroll Levis.
He told his story recently to T. F. Dowbiggin of Paramount, Montreal, known to
Filmrow and to a host of friends as
“Tommy,” although he prefers “Tom,” and
so calls himself. A few months ago Mr.
Dowbiggin accompanied by his wife, went
for a cruise on the Mediterranean. It was
an interesting, pleasurable and enviable
excursion, and one would expect him to be
just bursting to tell of it. But, no;; what
impressed Tom Dowbiggin most was not
the scenic beauties, the strange customs,
the stirring events in Europe. It was the
meeting with an old friend in London —
with none other than Carroll Levis.
Naturally

he

was

glad

to remark

that

Mr. Levis and his surroundings were redolent of prosperity, and, just as naturally,
Levis was anxious to tell his friend what
had happened to seat him on top of the
world.

80

thus
overcoming
advertising.
Mr.

Calgary — Offer to accept a substantial
increase in Alberta theatre licences if the
amusement tax (10 per cent) is withdrawn, was agreed upon at a meeting of
Alberta independent theatre owners this
week in the Film Exchange here. It was
agreed

that the amount of licence increase should equal tax receipts and apply
only to small towns. None of the chain
theatremen nor city owners attended this
meeting.
This suggestion

may

have

been

inspired

by the enactment of the Alberta legislature last month requiring all theatre admission tickets to include the tax. Previously separate tickets were issued, and
while no public accusation was made that
full returns were not being received from
the small town theatres, the combined
tax and admission ticket would be an additional precaution. Another clause in this
new act cancels Sunday night previews.

Arrived in London, Carroll Levis
stock of his finances, and decided

two

companies,

of
and

entranced through one at Shepherd’s
Bush, at the conclusion of which he had
the proof shown him of its success when
Levis was handed a cheque for 957 pounds
for his proportion of one week’s receipts.
“He is making an average of $1,000 pounds
(approximately $5,000) a week,” Mr. Dowbiggin was told.
Delighted to see his Filmrow confrere,
Mr. Levis placed at Tom’s disposal for a
tour of the United Kingdom his 12-cylinder Packard and his chauffeur. On the
way they called at Coventry and Stratfordon-Avon where the No. 1 company was
performing. Everywhere photographers
were on the qui vive to snap Britain’s
leading Master of Ceremonies. “It is the
story of Major Bowes over again,” said
Mr. Dowbiggin, to whom Levis confided
that he had made a fortune in two years,

the Atlantic prompted him to seek an
opening in the same line. He had taken
the precaution to pack a scrapbook of
press clippings, outlining his successes in
Montreal, and with this under his arm
crashed the portals of the BBC. Whether
the fact that he was a Canadian helped
executive

whom

is that

for an

up-to-date

success

took
that

before going further he must replenish his
bankroll. His knowledge and experience
of the entertainment field on this side of

or that the BBC

formed

prohibition

brought over his brother, Cyril, to manage one while he acted as Master of Ceremonies of the first. The companies tour
all over the country. Tom Dowbiggin sat

How
story?

ADIAN

him,

Levis

the BBC’s

had been able to purchase a fine home in
Vancouver for his mother, and that he is
looking forward to revisiting Canada next
Christmas.

the First Knock
By

known

of which provided enough material for
three broadcasts, and the recordings were
rebroadcast from Luxemburg to England,

A New Tax Proposal
Posed in Alberta

he

Six French Films in One
Week Shown in Ottawa
Ottawa — A surfeit of French-language
films were offered to local theatregoers
during the week, with no less than six
features being presented at four different
theatres for periods from one day to the
full week.
“Ballerina”

was

the

feature

at the

El-

interviewed was feeling particularly receptive after wining and dining well, he

while "Club des Femmes”
for one
was ginon
theweek
screen at the Imperial. A

did not know, but, to his own astonishment, he left Broadcasting House with a

double-bill at the Rideau comprised “Double Crime sur la Ligne Maginot” and
"Qautre Heures du Matin,” while a pro-

job to write continuities, and also a promise that they would let him put on a trial
“Amateur Hour” — just one. He scurried
round and inveigled a few amateur entertainers into his net. The Amateur Hour
was

not merely a success — it was
tion. Fan mail had not achieved

a sensathe pro-

portions in Britain that it has in the United States. But, in the next few days no
fewer than 20,000 appreciative letters had
come in from all over the country, many
of them asking for a chance to try-out in
the Amateur Hour.
The BBC may be conservative, but it
knows

how to grasp the nettle opportunity. Levis was told to carry on with his
amateur hour. His experience served him
well. Before long he was putting on his
performance from the Odeon Theatre,
which seats 3,000. His fan mail continued
to grow.

He

was

becoming

famous.

As

Tom
Dowbiggin expressed it, “Britain
teems with talent,” and the shows Carroll
put on were equal to the programs in the
leading music halls. Sponsors sought him.
He signed up with one, continued to
broadcast from the Odeon where records
were made of the performances, each one

parus

gram at the Laurier consisted of “Les Disde St. Agil” and “Ma Soeur du

This made the longest list of French
pictures for local theatres for any one
week in the history of Ottawa amusements.
Lait.”

Denies Nelson Eddy Is
Treated lor a Tumor
Montreal — Persistent rumors that Nelson Eddy, screen and radio star, is under
medical

treatment at the Montreal Neurological Institute are categorically denied

by
Dr. Wilder
institute.

G. Penfield,

director

of the

Current here for several weeks, the rumor was that Eddy was faced with a gradual loss of his sight because of a brain
tumor, and had come to the local institute
to have the tumor removed.
Dr. Penfield declared that Eddy had
never

been under treatment at the institute, that he is not there at present and,
as far as he knows, has no intention of
coming here.
BOXOFF1CE
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THE time this appears Their Majesties, King George and Queen Elizabeth,
will be nearing Quebec on the liner Empress of Australia. They will come slowly
up the Gulf of St. Lawrence and will land
in the Ancient Capital Monday, May 15,
inaugurating for newsreel cameramen the
most strenuous assignment they have ever
covered.
King

George

can

be

expected

to

be

sympathetic to the newsreelers and to understand their difficulties, for he, himself,
is not only a film fan, but an ardent amateur film camera operator. It is expected
that, not only as souvenirs for his own
and the Queen’s collection, but to interest
the little Princesses, His Majesty personally will record on color film some of the
high spots of his tour through Canada, the
United States and Newfoundland.
Theatre

audiences

have

been

showing

increasing enthusiasm for and appreciation of newsreels showing the Royal Family in their various activities in Britain.
Patriotic shorts and trailers are also
popular, and travel films, such as “The
Dear Homeland,” natural color motion picture of the British Isles are drawing audiences to various halls.
The

following

account

of the

Filmrow

Bowling League’s party was contributed
by one of the guests: “ Filmrow’ s bowling
party was a huge success, with T. Dowbiggin of Paramount as chairman, and
prizes for all. An amateur hour was the
highlight, and from the talent presented
it was judged that Major Bowes need
never be short of stars. All the performers were Filmrow bowlers. I n the ‘jitterbug’ contest, Joe Dolman of Columbia
took the honors, with Miss Mildred Dowbiggin as his partner. Grand National exchange was ably represented by Miss
Ethel Druxerman, tap dancer, Ed Yaworsky, mandolinist, and I. Sourkes, sales
manager, who gave an original adagio
dance, and Miss Wasserman of Consolidated. Tom Cleary and Ed Kibbey of Consolidated, caused riotous merriment by
their bicycle act in the costumes
Seen

along

Filmrow:

M.

of 1890.”

L. Lodge

of

Danville: George Grey, Magog; P. Cardinal, C. Auclair and G. Panos of Montreal.
Fear that the new ten per cent tax
on admissions will bring about the closing
of Quebec City theatres is expressed by
Filmrow people who are in touch with the
situation.
A. P. O’Loughlin, general manager for
Canada of 20th-Fox, visited the Montreal
office on his way to Halifax, where he
went to iron out the difficulties between
distributors and exhibitors tax in the
Maritimes . . . Dave Copland, general
sales manager of Columbia, was in town
from Toronto . . . William Elman, province
of Quebec manager of Columbia, has been
in New York and Atlantic City on holiday on his way to the convention in
Chicago.

illegal Irish Republic
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Fifteen

film

Best photograph in the Salon of Photography at the Montreal Art Gallery was
adjudged to be a view of a country church
in the dusk taken by Henry Michaud of
Associated Screen News . . . Besides pictures, Midway Theatre has been running
“Show

Boat

Revue”

with

20 performers.

A7igus Me Stay, in an article in MacLean’s Magazine, entitled “This Way,
Please,” tells how the cultured, diplomatic,
modern theatre usher originated in Canadian theatres as the result of a bram wave
by Jack Arthur of Famous Players Ccmadian Corp., a Scot who is a master of
theatre audience psychology.
Theatre managers often complain of
the competition of churches which show
16mm films in their Sunday school halls.
Now a Montreal church is complaining
that its building fund has suffered owing
to patrons of its entertainments being
lured by films given by the YMCA and the
schools.
“Wuthering Heights’ has been held a
third week at the Orpheum, and “Dodge
City” at the Capitol and “The Story of
Vernon and Irene Castle” at Loew’s, have
finished a second week. Sherlock Holmes’
admirers found something to their liking

Ottawa — A
“sleeper” in the changes
made effective for the current fiscal year
by Hon. Charles Dunning, federal minister of finance, in the Canadian House of
Commons has brought a substantial increase in the tax on cash payments by
Canadian film distributors to head offices
situated in other countries, this having
been consummated by an amendment to
the income tax act which went into force
the moment it was
liament in Ottawa.

placed

before

the Par-

The levy on such payments for several
years has been at the rate of five per
cent on 40 per cent of the total revenue
sent to a foreign producing or distributing
company by its Canadian subsidiary. This
has now been raised to a five per cent
assessment on the total amount of such
payments or an increase of 150 per cent
in the tax proper, the assessment being
regarded as a penalty on excess profits
from
Canadian operations of a foreign film
company.
The move caught the Canadian distributing companies entirely off-guard because
there had been no hint of the tax increase.
The change is virtually a restoration of
the tax which was originally imposed by
the Dominion government more than three
years ago but which was reduced to five
per cent of 40 per cent of the money sent
out of the country when representatives
of the motion picture distributors prefinance. sented their case before the minister of

in “The Hound of the Baskervilles” at the
Princess, while the Palace scored writh
“Dark

Victory,”

Morris

Davis

starring

Bette

is finding

Davis.

Sunday

vaude-

ville popular at the Belmont and the Amherst. Armande Meerte and his orchestra, with five acts, constitute the Belmont
program, while the Amherst unit presents
a

lively

entertainment

titled

“Funs

JHE Gem Theatre, Amherst, N. S. (F. G.
Spencer Co., Ltd., Circuit) has been
completely renovated and opened for
weekend business only.

a

Under the supervision of Tommy Cleary,
Poppin’.”
Consolidated Theatres’ art shop was a
hive of industry for the fortnight preceding the royal visit. Designs of decorations
for the Palace, Loew’s, the Capitol, Princess and Imperial had to be worked out.
The artistic arrangement of the emblems
and banners evoked the admiration of the
fans.
The Crown on the marquee of the Capitol, placed there in honor of the royal
visit, made the staff feel as proud almost
as though the King and Queen were coming to the theatre, instead of merely passing it . . . L. W. Dowbiggin, manager of
the Capitol, read in Boxoffice of the accident to his brother in Vancouver, and is
pleased to say that although still in the
hospital, the invalid is doing well.
Lloyd C. Pearson, general sales manager
of Dominion Sound Equipments, has rewhich

Tear gas bombs which exploded in two
Liverpool cinemas are supposed to have
been planted there by members of the

Army.

fans had to be taken to hospital for treatment. . . Leading German film fans have
been granted by Herr Hitler the rank of
“State Player.”

Up Levy on Foreign
Payments in Cash

turned to his office after a week’s ilhiess
confined him to his home . . . Miss

Yvette Brown, stenographer , left EmpireUniversal May 5 to prepare for her marriage to Albert Castonguay.

L. McKenzie,

manager

of Vitagraph,

and

G.

M. Hoyt, manager of Empire-Universal, have taken up residence in the subnently.
urbs for the summer, and perhaps perma-

G. M. Hoyt, W. M. Rowley and E. H.
Cox, all of Empire-Universal, plan to take
advantage of the holiday proclaimed for
the celebration of the King’s Birthday,
May 20, to open the fishing season.
W. Cohen, Canadian district manager,
made a hurried trip to the Saint John
office and voiced his enthusiasm for the
type

of product being released by Warner Bros. Cohen expects to return to Saint
John shortly for a longer visit.
An entirely French picture has been
presented in Saint John for the first time.
The Junior French Club sponsored the
showing of “La Grande Illusion,” which
was very favorably received. It is the
hope of the club that others may be shown
under the club auspices in the future.
The sister of I. J. Davis, Maritime Film
cently.
Co., died in a hospital in Montreal re-
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A 10% Increase in
^^TTH the wheat area in the province
completely seeded,
Saskatchewan
farmers and the population generally
have turned to summer entertainment and,
more immediately, the visit of royalty.
Weather conditions and soil prospects are
rated fair. The price of the 1939 crop
is still debatable and probably will be
lower than last year. Grasshoppers are
hatching out already but a providence wide poison campaign may be expected to
bring some relief. The farmer, however,
appears either more determined or more
used to getting along as best he can and
such a feeling is bound to improve the
general business outlook.
The

Theatre Licenses

J^ARRY BEARG, and his Famous Players
staff, are anxiously awaiting news
from Rochester, Minn., where their chief,
tion.
J. J. Fitzgibbons is undergoing an opera-

Regina, Sask. — The number of theatres
or halls licensed as theatres in Saskatchewan increased approximately ten per cent
in 1938, according to the annual report
of the theatres and cinematographs
branches of the department of the public
secretary. The report was presented to
the legislature by Hon. E. M. Culliton,
provincial secretary.
There were a total of 423 theatres licensed, the report shows, compared to
391 the year previous. The increase was
believed due to the improved conditions

desire for entertainment has resulted in stirrings of population in rural
points. At Merryfield plans are being
made for building a small theatre as a
community effort. W. Sprague headed a

after a year of extreme drought. The increase is expected to continue into 1939.
The report shows 26 theatres in cities,
77 in towns and 320 in villages and other

committee that visited J. Watson, oumerbuilder of the Rex, Regina, to get information as to costs, equipment and the
like.

places.
The collection of licenses netted the department $44,440.35 during the year.
In Saskatchewan a large number of
public halls have been licensed for the

Dave Griesdorf, manager of the United
Artists western office at Winnipeg, passed
through Regina en route to the convention at Los Angeles . . . Winner of $49,000
in the Irish Sweeps, Dr. J. Woodside of
Bateman, is planning to bring 600 kiddies
to Regina to see the royal visit. His plans
include a trip to the movies for the kiddies, many of whom, coming from the
drought area, have probably never seen
one in their life.
For more than ten years treasurer of
the Capitol, Regina, Mrs. Mary Agusta
Maynard, 38, died in a Regina hospital,
May 5. Born in Granby, Que., she came to
Regina in 1922. Her husband and two sons
survive.
J. de Vries, 16mm salesman for Sovereign, was a visitor in Saskatchewan cities
from Calgary ... I. Reinhorn, ownermanager, and Frank Hastings, assistant
manager of the Roxy, Regina, have returned from Winnipeg and a buying expediton. . . The Alberta Cooperative
Sugar Beet industry has put out a 16mm
sound picture which is being shown in
various Saskatchewan points . . . Opening
of a new Imperial Oil Co. filling station in
Regina

took a new slant when motion pictures were shown on an outdoor screen
as part of the celebration.
The

one-night

visit to Regina

of Ethel

Barrymore and her company in “ Whiteoaks ” at the Capitol was a huge success,
drawing patrons of the theatre from all
over the province. It was the only performance in the province, the company
traveling 700 miles from Edmonton to the
provincial capital for the one performance, and leaving the next morning for
Winnipeg, 250 miles east.
Elaborate preparations are being made
by theatres in Regina Saskatoon, and
Moose Jaw for decorating their fronts for
the visit of Their Majesties, King George
VI and Queen Elizabeth. These are the
only cities in Saskatchewan the royal
couple will visit.
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showing

of motion pictures, a large percentage of the 16 mm kind. This number has not varied much in the past three
years and probably has done something to
prevent new theatre construction. Halls
licensed totaled 515 compared to 514 last
Other figures in the report show 68
year.
operators examined compared to 55, and
licenses issued to 359 compared to 292
the previous year. The largest increase
came in the licensing of miniature machine operators, there being 116 now.
Some 63 itinerant operators licenses were
issued and 15 film exchanges had
sion to operate in the province.

permis-

Bill Hansher is looking forward to the
Paramount convention which is set for
some time in June, in Los Angeles. A day,
or two, at San
return trip.

WINNIPEG
Orpheum,

Moose

from

page

79)

Jaw,

optimistic

about

conditions in his territory, is spending money on paint-up and clean-up activities.
Miss M. Ripstein, UA Winnipeg office,
is holding down the office in the absence
of Manager Dave Griesdorf, who departed
for the UA convention at Los Angeles.
Jack Reid of the Winnipeg office is looking after sales . . . French war veterans,
the French consul and the Church are

Fox,
peg

boosting “ Beethoven ” . . . Robert
of the Main Street Starland and

is here . . . Cyril Wynant
opening houses at Bowsman and

is reWinni

Beach.

Max

Heppner of the Colonial is redecorating the front of his theatre ... A.

Knowles, secretary of the Manitoba Motion Picture Exhibitors Ass’n, is doing fine
work on legislative matters . . . F. H.
Kershaw, supervisor for Famous Players
at Winnipeg, putting a lot of effort behind “Welcome Week” activities in connection with theatres of Winnipeg . . .
Mrs.
have

Harry Wolfe 'RKO) and
returned from the east.

Mrs. Lou
up

Geller has arrived

residence.

break

the

plans

to spend

her vacation

there.

Joe Collard, Regal Films’ general auditor, is away again, after several busy days
spent in Vancouver.
Ivan Ackeray, Orpheum Theatre, taking
advantage of the personal appearance here
of Jeanette MacDonald, booked “Broadway Serenade,” the Metro feature in which
she has the leading part.
Abe Feinstein of Calgary joined Sam
Nagler here, to accompany him to the
three-day United Artists convention held
in Los Angeles, starting May 8.
Archie Calladine, Rio and
theatres, is back from California

Marpole
with his

wife. While visiting the M-G-M studios
in Hollywood, they ran into Les Young,
Fraser Theatre, who was also taking a
California vacation with his wife.
A. Young, vetera?i exhibitor, Fraser
Theatre, was buried last week, the funeral
being attended by a large number of members of the motion picture industry. For
some time, his son “Les” has been taking
an active part in the management, so no
in the operating

policy is antici-

pated.

crop

strongly
Hurwitz

may

Another prospective visitor to the San
Francisco Fair is Miss Amy Scriven, who

change

(Continued

Francisco

daughter

here to take

E. Bickle, son of E. W. Bickle and manager of the Courtney, Courtney, B. C.,
plans to spend the latter part of this
month in California.
Dan
making

Sutherland,
a prolonged

Kingsway

Theatre,

is

stay in Winnipeg.

Dominion Cuts Charges
For Theatre Services
Toronto — Dominion Sound Equipments,
Ltd., representing Western Electric and
RCA sound interests in the dominion, has
announced a reduction in service charges
for three theatre classifications effective
immediately.
For Class “A” theatres in large cities
the new service charge is $8.75 per week,
with a schedule of one regular call each
four weeks and emergency service at any
time.
Class “B” service provides for regular
calls once in six weeks and emergency
calls at any time for a new contract rate
of $7.75 per week.
Class “C” service provides one call every
eight weeks, plus emergency service, the
rate for which is $6 per week.
The new rates were announced by F. E.
Peters, general manager of the Canadian
company.
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UA Enters '39 Blue Ribbon Award
Lists With "Wuthering Heights"

United Artists' screen adaptation of the Emily Bronte Classic,
"Wuthering Heights," the story of a strange, thwarted love that
blossomed into a vengeful hate, is the selection of the National
Screen Council as winner of the BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon Award
for April.
Produced

by Samuel

Goldwyn,

the film was

directed by William

Wyler, whose reputation rests on such screen successes as "These
Three," "Dodsworth," "Dead End" and "Jezebel." Merle Oberon,
Laurence Olivier and David Niven head a large supporting cast.
The story of "Wuthering Heights" unfolds on the wild and desolate moors of Yorkshire, in the 19th Century. It is the tale of a

This Award is given each
month to the film receiving
the highest number of votes
by the members of the National Screen Council, whose
selection is governed by outstanding merit and suitabil-

high-spirited girl who marries a man of wealth and social position
to escape the strange love of another who is half-gypsy and halfgentleman. The latter returns rich to find his loved one married and
changes into a brooding, melancholy figure, terrible in his vengeance, which brings tragedy to, and controls the destinies of, five
people.
Blue Ribbon Awards made since the first of the year are: "Sweethearts" (M-G-M), January Award winner; “Gunga Din" (RKO),
February winner, and "Pygmalion" (M-G-M), March Award recipient.

ity of the film to whole-family entertainment. Members
of the Council include over
200 motion -picture editors of
leading newspapers throughout the country, motion picture reviewing committee of
the International Federation
of Catholic

Alumnae,

and

state motion picture chairmen of the General Federation of Women’s

Cast of Characters
Cathy
Merle Oberon
Heathcliff
Laurence Olivier
Edgar
David Niven
Ellen Dean
Flora Robson
Dr. Kenneth
....Donald Crisp
Hindley
Hugh Williams
Isabella
...Geraldine Fitzgerald
Joseph
Leo G. Carroll
Judge Linton
Cecil Humphreys

Lockwood
Miles Mander
Robert
Romaine Callender
Earnshaw
Cecil Kellaway
Heathcliff (as a child)
Rex

Cathy

Downing

(as a child)
Sarita

Wooton

Hindley (as a child)
Douglas

Scott

Production Staff

Clubs.
Executive Producer
Samuel

Goldwyn

Director

William

Screenplay

Ben
Charles

Original Story
Cinematographer
Gregg

Wyler

Hecht

and

MacArthur

Emily Bronte
Toland,

A.S.C.

Art Director
James Basevi
Set Director
Julia Heron
Musical Director.... Alfred Newman
Costumes
Omar Kiam
Film Editor
Daniel Mandell
Sound Recorder
Paul Neal
Assistant Director
Walter Mayo
Special Character

Make-ups

Blagoe

Stephanoff

Skott

Subject J£evlew5*
The March

The Warning
Alliance (Military Drama)
34 Mins.
Great Britain is preparing its defenses
for a possible war. So are other countries, but this subject gives a clear picture
of what it is doing. There are vivid scenes
of destruction and mass killings by bombings from the air and, despite the anti-aircraft machinery on land and sea, havoc
is brought to many unfortunates. There
are actual shots showing persons crossing
streets and being blown to bits in the
fusillade which envelopes them unawares.
It is gruesome stuff, but the English bring
home their point that it is essential to be
prepared. While the material seemingly
may be understood as propaganda on part
of the British, it serves as a warning to
other countries to get down to business
and take the necessary means now to safeguard for the future. There is a talk at
the end by the head of the British defense forces in which he stresses the
warning.

Mandrake,
Columbia

the Magician

(Serial)

RKO

the south’s problems was made an issue
of public discussion as a result of the
findings of the National Emergency Council which revealed a lack of purchasing
power among the low-income groups, subeducation and sub-housing standards. Although there are glimpses of the hovels
in which the poor farmers, black and
white, live, the sharecropper problem is
glossed over. The emphasis mainly is on
what the new south is doing to solve its
own troubles. According to one defender,
it is the nation’s number one economic
hope. In that respect, considerable footage is given to work done by Martha Berry
at the Berry school where promising sons
and daughters of the poorest farming and
mountain families are being given an education. All told, the reel is handled in the
usual competent manner and makes for
engrossing program material.

control of the Wasp. It’s Mandrake’s job
to save his friend’s invention which creates radium energy. Despite the fact that
Mandrake and Lothar are confronted by
every death-dealing device known to
science, the Wasp and his gang are captured after 12 chapters — if the first is representative— filled with all kinds of adventures. Warren Hull dons the cape of
Mandrake, Doris Weston is the girl, Forbes
Murray is the professor, A1 Kikume is
Lothar, and the Wasp — well you’ll have to
wait to find out. Sam Nelson and Norman Deming directed.

Tuesday,
Movietone

News,

67:

material. A number of “on location” telecasts, as well as those emanating from
studios, are shown. These include a horse
race and an orchestra. People in every
walk of life are going to be fascinated
with the revelations in this subject, just
as they were, perhaps, when sound was
first introduced in films. That’s why it
is important as boxoffice, as well as entertainment.

Arcade

of

the

Day,

No.

President

Roosevelt

265:

Roosevelt

opens

Fair; the fleet’s in; Kennedy
on world crisis;
more
Italian troops to Albania; Soviet fliers
reach New
York; apple blossom time in Dixie;
and Penn Relays and Wood
Memorial.
Paramount
News, No. 78: A
special edition
dealing entirely with
the World’s
Fair
and
shipped one day in advance.
KKO
Pathe News,
No. 82:
Roosevelt opens
Fair; Soviet fliers crash safely; New
York fetes
Norwegian royalty; another crown for Italy; and
the Penn Relays.
Newsreel,

No.

(News World of Sports) 10 Mins.

Some

of the greatest male divers assemble here. There is Pete Des Jardines,
former Olympic champion; Charley Diehl,
Marshall Wayne, who is the 1936 Olympic
winner, and Tony Zukas. The subject is
an ideal one for photography and the assortment of dives by the various performers is sheer beauty of perfection. A couple
of diving comedians supply the humor.
A splendid short for any program.

Mins.

The amount of humor found in this cartoon goes no further than the title implies. It deals with a fast-talking worm,
dangling from a hook, that persuades a
number of fish it would be to their advantage to let him go unmolested.

Thursday,

767:

May

Varieties

(Nu- Atlas Musical)

11 Mins.

variety subject,

with just enough “story” to hold the acts
together. A somewhat decrepit penny

2

opens
the World’s Fair; Soviet airmen
crash
safely; new throne for Italian monarchy; railroad
wreck; Norwegian royalty visit Fair; Kennedy
on
world crisis; Wood
Memorial race; the Penn and
Drake relays; and Australian koalas.
News

9 Mins.

every alert operator won’t want to pass
up. Its release is wisely timed with the
first regular schedule of public television
broadcasts and this is a factor to be considered. Of necessity, there is a slight
technical explanation of what makes television operate. But how it operates and
what it can do is where the stress is, and
this makes for intensely absorbing screen

This is a well-stocked

Roosevelt

opens

Fair; the fleet’s in; Soviet fliers crash safely;
Norwegian
royalty hailed; Mrs. Lindbergh
returns; the Penn Relays; and the Wood
Memorial.

Diving Rhythm

A Worm's
Eye View7
(Scrappy)

No.

May

(Reelisms)

Just what the layman can expect television to mean in the home is demonstrated here and, considering the import
of the subject matter, it is something

RKO

NEWSREELS

Universal

84

RKO

12 Chapters

comic strip hero makes his appearance on the screen and herein lies
the best exploitation feature of this serial.
Mandrake, the Magician, is a popular character and makes an acceptable hero as he
defies a band of ruthless crooks under the

Columbia

20 Mins.

In its appraisal of the south as the
nation’s number one economic problem,
the March of Time turns the spotlight, but
not too strongly, on a subject of much concern to the country at large. Much of

Another

Columbia

Television

of Time

(No. 10)

4

Movietone
News,
No. 68:
Italy tests desert
defense; Army
dedicates air depot; Washington
apple festival; British royalty; Donald
Budge;
Senator Capper and Lundeen; aviation fashions;
newsettes; benefit baseball game;
boat racing;
and horse racing.
News of the Day, No. 266: Holland
Goering visits Africa; Paris fears gas;

prepares;
celebrate

Lionel Barrymore’s birthday; Washington
apple
festival; First Lady’s “royal” gowns; King
of
Sweden;
and boat racing.
Paramount
News, No. 79: Goering
rica; marking railroad history; new

arcade operator is being “sold” a newtype machine by a few high pressure boys.
During the demonstration the acts do
their stuff. East and Dumke, known as
the “Sisters of the Skillet,” are the salesmen and competent m. c.’s. Lillian Roth
is a personable vocalist, with a smart rendition of a popular number. Gilrone and
Starr present a pleasing ballroom dance
turn. The Frazee Sisters do a catchy
original tune and the Six Philharmonics
are adept at a tricky mouth organ item.

The Story of Dr. Jenner
M-G-M

(Passing Parade)

10 Mins.

John Nesbitt delivers another swell subject about the English country doctor who
stumbled on the cure for small pox. In an
age when superstition ran rife, Dr. Jenner
proved his courage by experimenting on a
small child to prove that cowpox was an
antitoxin for smallpox. Nesbitt makes the
most of the narrative and the result is a
compact, dramatic reel.

Small

visits Aflow-priced

Fry

car; British royalty; First Lady’s “royal” gowns;
benefit baseball game; Babe Ruth; Lou Gehrig
ends streak; goodwill at the Fairs; Norwegian

Paramount

royalty

Using the song “Small Fry” as the
theme, the cartoon is cleverly constructed
along the lines of the lyrics. Small fry,
in this instance, is a tiny fish which
plays hookey from school and hangs
around pool rooms. But he learns his lesson when the big fish haze him. It is a
diverting bit of animation.

at Fair;

and

the

Fair’s

amusement

center.

RKO
Pathe News, No. 83: U. S. Chamber
of
Commerce
meets; snow surveying; Dewey
decorated; new low-priced car; Navy
crew
beats
Columbia.
Universal Newsreel, No. 768: Indo-China highway opened; new
mercury
lamp; Mexican May
Day
parade; new
low-priced car; World’s Fair
amusement
center; Norway
prince visits warship; fire guts clothing store; benefit baseball
game;

and

Lou

Gehrig’s

streak

(Color Classic)

7 Mins.

ends.
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PRACTICAL

IDEAS

BY

PRACTICAL

Selling Seati
B&O

of trailers a
Professor Whizz. The
character, through a series of questions
arid answers, sells air-conditioning .

Doing Ii Well for

•

Spyros Skouras

RKO

San Jose, Cal.— As part of the Spyros
Skouras Showmanship Drive, Bill Straub
and his aides at the PWC Mission Theatre here pulled a novel stunt by having
Eddie Guy, erstwhile doorman, lie in a
bed in
Number

SHOWMEN

officials in Canada

have

and Santa

Fe R . H.

Behind "Dodge

arranged

New

York — The

road is using

a tieup with the Imperial Order of Daughters of the Empire for “Sixty Glorious
Years.” The society has written to all
chapter heads across Canada asking that
they cooperate with theatres during runs
of the film.

City"

Baltimore

1,608 bulletin

&

Ohio

board

Rail-

posters

plugging “Dodge City” and urging employes, through their house organ, to see
the film. The Santa Fe is distributing
35,000 leaflets concerning

the film to em-

ployes.

the front lobby as “Public Pan
1” waiting to see “Sergeant Mad-

den.”
Merchant tieins supplied Guy with a bed,
mattress, sheets, blankets, radio, food,
telephone, newspapers,
veniences.

lamp

and other con-

I (^xhilitorS Lave leen waiting f^or!

ZL

Guy stayed in bed three days and nights
and was the first to enter the Mission
when the film opened.
Only hitch was Guy got little chance
to sleep. Cronies and kibitzers stopped
and talked at all hours, and on the first
night, with a party of friends, he played
cards until dawn.

" Lucky Night" Headline
Contest in Milwaukee
Milwaukee — The Wisconsin
here tied up with the Milwaukee

Theatre
Sentinel

in a

in con-

three-day

headliner

contest

nection with the exploitation of “Lucky
Night.” The newspaper each day ran a
still from the film and contestants were
asked to clip from the paper some headline
or sub-headline which in their opinion described the picture and to affix it to the
same. Twenty-five
were awarded.

dollars in cash

prizes

NUGGETS

of
to
of
to

For years, Exhibitors have been demanding a new "coming attraction preview service" that is geared to the needs of modem, streamlined showmanship. This means shorter trailers, requiring fewer minutes
valuable screening time for showing; trailers that tell just enough
make an audience want to see a picture, yet do not reveal too much
the story; trailers that step up box office traffic and step down on cost
Exhibitors.

ALEXANDER

MAXin Springfield,
TSCHAUDER,111.,manager
of the Roxy
had American flags
suspended from telephone wires for a
block opposite banners on the other side
of the street plugging “Dodge City.” A
“Dodge City Special” fashioned on a truck
was another part of the campaign, which,
Tschauder said, paid dividends. He held
the film a second week.

o
A letter -writing contest on “Youthful
Ambitions and How They Are Being Real-

They

combine

PREVIEWS
fascinating

are the welcome
title board

answer

animations;

®

Wally Caldwell, manager of the Valentine, Toledo, distributed 3,500 perfumed
paper laughing handkerchiefs in envelopes
imprinted with picture copy for the engagement of “Pygmalion.”

•

National
BOXOFFICE

Screen

has included

:: May

13, 1939

live action

scenes

(not from producers' negatives) especially filmed for the previews; the entire gamut of trick camera effects are used to put action
into the still photos that are used to illustrate the pictures; every sound

effect that helps to dramatize a picture is used in the preview. ALEXANDER PREVIEWS run 50 to 65 feet in length, yet they do a complete
selling job for each picture.
ALEXANDER

PREVIEW

COMPANY

will

service Exhibitors with a nation-wide sales
force, including some sales representatives
now associated with the Alexander Film Co.

Write for complete

-

£

ized,” with cash and theatre ticket prizes
for winners, was promoted by Dave Bachner of the WB publicity department for
the Cleveland run of “Three Smart Girls
Grow Up.” The News worked with Bachner on the stunt.

to these demands.

dramatic

details!

ALEXANDER PREVIEW °*COIRPAliy
*****
COLORADO
OFFICES

•

NEW

YORK

CITY

SPRINGS,
•

CHICAGO

C

ATLANTA

COLORADO
•

DALLAS

©

SAN

FRANCISCO

in a series
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"The Hxhlhltot 4/g5 T-fli Sgij
A

AMBUSH

walkouts

(Para)

An

Good action picture starring Gladys
Swarthout and Lloyd Nolan. Some came to
hear Swarthout sing, but think more stayed
away because they were sure she would.

oven forum for exhibitor comment. Please address communications
and requests for report blanks to THE
EXHIBITOR
HAS
HIS SAY, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City,
Mo.

Anyway
she doesn't.
does all
nicely
on a double
bill and The
holdspicture
attention
the
way. Played March 10-11. Weather: Good.
Admission: 30-10. Rural patronage. Population: 1,000. Capacity: 345. — S. L. George,
Mountain Home Theatre, Mountain Home, Ida.

ARKANSAS

TRAVELER

(Para)

Personally I thought it very weak, but had
a good business and plenty of favorable
comments. Played March 19-20. Weather:
Good. Admission: 35-10. General patronage.
Population: 1,000. Capacity: 250. — H. S. Coulter, Rio Theatre, Meeker, Colo.

ARTISTS

AND

MODELS

(Para)

Well Paramount just can't make 'em any
more. Better let Benny stay behind the mike.
This was terrible, no sense to it. Just a lot
of footage. Played March 8-9. Weather:
Fair. Admission: 25-10. Family patronage.
Population: 7,000. Capacity: 1,000. — W. R.
Paara, DuPage Theatre, Lombard, 111.

B
BOY

TROUBLE

(Para)

Very good comedy-drama. Business just
fair. Played March 10-11. Weather: Dust
storm. Admission: 20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. —
C. A. Kelley, Rex Theatre, Custer City, Okla.

c
CHARLIE

CHAN

IN HONOLULU

(20th-Fox)

HUCKLEBERRY
months. With several poor pictures back of
him, Bobby Breen is entirely out of the running. The picture, however, was not a bad
one — average programmer with a sub-average pull. Played March 8. Weather: Clear,
cold. Admission: 40-30-10. General patronage. Population: 3,500. Capacity: 562. — Tom
McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

FRONTIERSMAN,

THE (Para)

An excellent Hopalong picture. One of the
best in this, series. Played March 11. Weather: Okay. Admission: 25-10. Small town
patronage. Population: 3,000. Capacity: 600.
— Ritz Amusements, Park Theatre, North Vernon, Ind.

GIRL DOWNSTAIRS,

THE (M-G-M)

Weak. Is M-G-M slipping? Haven't had a
good hit lately. Played March 22-23. Weather:
Rain. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. — Charles
F. Dearman, Fox Theatre, Smithville, Tenn.

GREAT

MAN

VOTES,

THE (RKO)

COME

GREAT

(Rep)

Where in the world did you get Marsha
Hunt? Send her back. Picture did not click.
Played on double program. Western saved
the day. Played March 17-18. Weather: Fine.
Admission: 25-15-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 1,600. Capacity: 300. — Lester
Meyer, Strand Theatre, Chillicothe, Tex.

D
DAWN

PATROL

(WB)

A bust at the boxoffice. My

patrons

said

in advance they don't like war pictures.
Played April 16-17. Weather: Fair. Admission:
25-10. Neighborhood patronage. Population’
235,000. Capacity: 496. — Jesse L. Lansman,
Hilltop Theatre, Louisville, Ky.

DOWN

IN ARKANSAW

(Rep)

A big surprise at the boxoffice, it did excellent business and went over very good
with the audience. Played March 18-19.
Weather: Good. Admission: 25-15-10. Small
town patronage Population: 1,400. Capacity:
400. — A. Keuss jr.. Community Theatre, New
Athens, 111.

DRUMS

(UA)

English pictures don't click here. OK
though. Played March 9-10. Weather: Good.
Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 1,450. — C. W. Ritenour, Milford Theatre,
Milford, 111.

WALTZ,

Business

The

88

weakest

WHARF

thing

average

on

PACKER

(Mono)

weekenders. Played March 17. Weather: Cold.
Admission: 25-15-10. General patronage.
Population: 9,000. Capacity: 350. — Harry M.
Palmer, Temple Court Theatre, Washington,
Ind.

H
(RKO)

at our

cash

box

in

A gangster picture with a different angle.
Play it anywhere. It will hold up as top half
of a double bill. Running time 75 minutes.
Played March 14-15. Weather: Stormy. Admission: 15-10. Small town patronage. Population: 12,000. Capacity: 500. — H. L. Stolzman,
Eagle Theatre, Austin, Minn.

IN EARLY

ARIZONA

AN

It has been

ACTRESS
some

(Col)

with "Illegal Traffic." Had very poor business
on these. Played March 31. Weather: Fine.
Admission: 25-15-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 1,400. Capacity: 300. — Lester
Meyer, Strand Theatre, Chillicothe, Tex.

I
THE CORNER

(20th-Fox)

The B. O. went for nosedive on this picture.
Guess the folks are becoming a little tired of
Shirley. Too much the same old thing over
and over again. Why not get some different
material for this little star? Played March 1012. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural
patronage. Population: 700.— W. D. Rasmussen, Tivoli Theatre, LeRoy, Minn.

LITTLE TOUGH
Too much

GUYS

(Univ)

rough stuff to my

notion, but the

audience liked it and that's the main idea.
Played March 15-16. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 1,500. Capacity: 370. — F. D. Morris,
Meade Theatre, Meade, Kas.

MEN

WITH

(GN)

time since we

had

any

WINGS

(Para)

One of my regular customers said: "Hit
war kinda purty," and that's about all I can
say for it. Hit war kinda purty, but it made
me figure in red ink. Played April 2-3-4.
Weather: Good. Admission: 25-15-10. Rural
patronage. Population: 600. Capacity: 230. —
W. O. Woody, Stockton Theatre, Stockton,
Mo.

MR. MOTO'S

That boy Jack Randall has just what it
takes, to build up a fan following. This production, enhanced by admirable photography and a well-knit plot, directed with
speed,
worth a are
spot the
on any
where iswesterns
red man's
meat program
for the

HE LOVED

(Mono)

M

Something really swell is "Gunga Din" —
plus A entertainment — a boxoffice champ — showing what Hollywood and RKO can do
when they want to. It was not so much the
gigantic scale of production that pleased as
the swell characterizations. Played March
9-11. Weather: Fair, cool. Admission: 4030-10. General patronage. Population: 3,500.
Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg
Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

GUN

A CRIMINAL

DIN (RKO)

F
FISHERMAN'S

cent below

this, doubled with "Vacation From Love."
Played April 25-26. Weather: Warm. Admission: 25-10. Neighborhood patronage. Population: 235,000. Capacity: 496. — Jesse L. Lansman, Hilltop Theatre, Louisville, Ky.

GUNGA

I
I AM

L

THE (M-G-M)

50 per

FINN (M-G-M)

Very good picture which did extra business and pleased all. Played March 22-23.
Weather: Good. Population: 2,000. Capacity:
265. — E. M. Freiburger, Paramount Theatre,
Dewey, Okla.

JUST AROUND

A big disappointment that did not please
30 per cent of our people and business was
lowest we had in last six months. We were
fooled by the trade paper critics and advance
ballyhoo on this. It just doesn't have any
entertainment value. Played April 1-2. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-20-10. Small town
patronage. — A. Keuss jr., Community Theatre,
New Athens, 111.

ON, LEATHERNECKS

did have

Very good western. Business below normal, no draw. Played on double program

G

business on this one. lust a fair picture. Played March 7-8. Weather: Okay.
Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 3,000. Capacity: 600. — Ritz Amusements, Park Theatre, North Vernon, Ind.

No

on feature shows, but we

on this one. We were stung. It isn't worth
showing even if you should get it for nothing. Played March 23-25. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 15-10. Neighborhood patronage.
Population: 5,000. Capacity: 282.- — John S.
Erickson, Rex Theatre, Kingsford, Mich.

LAST WARNING

Good Moto picture,
midweek night if they
March 21-22. Weather:
JO. Rural patronage.
C. W. Ritenour, Milford

(20th-Fox)

will stand alone on
like action. Played
Good. Admission: 25Population: 1,450. —
Theatre, Milford, 111.

N
NAVY

SECRETS

(Mono)

Poorly directed picture. Slow and poky in
spots. Why waste a good star like Fay Wray
in this picture? My audience reaction: HoHum! Played March 19-20. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 20-15. General patronage. Population: 3,400,000. Capacity: 688. — Frank
Blocher, Kimbark Theatre, Chicago, 111.

BOXOFFICE

:: May

13, 1939

o
. . . ONE-THIRD

OF A NATION

(Para)

Fair picture which failed to draw. Played
March 19. Weather: Good. Population: 2,000
Capacity: 265. — E. M. Freiburger, Paramount
Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

OUT

WEST

Good

WITH

THE HARDYS

production.

(M-G-M)

Picture will draw

any-

where any time if you've shown the Hardys
previously. Played March 12-13. Weather:
Good. Neighborhood patronage. Population:
3,048. Capacity: 250. — E. L. Hahn jr., Brad
Theatre, Bradford, 111.

P
PACIFIC

A very uninteresting plot laid on a steamer
with sole appeal to men and very little even
to them. At the end of the show all wondered why it all happened and no one cared.
Played March 26-27. Weather: Clear. Admission: 30c top. Neighborhood patronage.
Population: 2,000,000. Capacity: 800. — Frank
Glenn, Renel Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

A good

(Para)

picture that everyone

seemed

to

like, Personally, we thought Bing didn't sing
enough. The drinking scenes were a wow —
never heard so much laughing. Business
above average. Played March 15-16. Weather: Cold. Small town patronage. Population:
1,500. Capacity: 300. — Victor Mantz, New Ogden Theatre, Ogden, la.

R
RHYTHM

OF THE SADDLE

(Rep)

Autry is losing ground. If they took Smiley
Burnette from him he would fade instantly.
This, picture not up to the Autry standard.
Played March 11. Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10. Small town patronage. — L. B.
Rockett, Wahoo Theatre, Dubach, La.

s
SECRETS

OF A NURSE

(Univ)

A nice little picture. We can expect big
things from Universal this year. Remember
men, she has 17 topnotchers lined up for this
year. Played March 9-10. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 26,400. Capacity: 999. — Pearce Parkhurst, State Theatre, Torrington, Conn.

SEZ O'REILLY

TO

MacNABB

(GB-20th-Fox)

An agreeable surprise when we played
this picture with Will Maloney in it. A lively
comedy with but little English accent and
worth a second spot on a double. There
are some very fine comedy sequences in this
picture. Played March 17. Weather: Cold.
Admission: 25-15-10. General patronage.
Population 9,000. Capacity 350. — Harry M.
Palmer, Temple Court Theatre, Washington,
Ind.

SHINE ON, HARVEST

MOON

(Rep)

Roy Rogers doesn't mean a thing here but
Lulu Belle and Scotty have made several
personal appearances in this part of Michigan and are loved by all. Biggest gross in
seven months. Played April 26-27. Weather:
Fair. Small town patronage. Population: 650.
— Harold C. Allison, White Cloud Theatre,
White Cloud, Mich.

SHINING

HOUR

(M-G-M)

What is Metro trying to do with Crawford?
This certainly was a very ordinary picture
and weak on the draw. Played March 5-7.
Weather: Rain. Admission: 25-10. Family
patronage. Population: 7,000. Capacity: 1,000.
— W. R. Paara, DuPage

SING, YOU
The
Would

SINNERS

poorest

Crosby

have been

BOXOFFICE

Theatre, Lombard,

111.

(Para)
I have

ever

better if MacMurray

:: May

SPRING

MADNESS

played.
hadn't

(M-G-M)

This picture has a lot of good clean college type comedy, with a sprinkling of romance. It was well liked and the crowd
roared in unison at several points in the picture. The kind they understand and like.
Played March 8-9. Weather: Cold. Admission:
25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 400. — W. D. Rasmussen, Tivoli Theatre, LeRoy, Minn.

STABLEMATES

LINER (RKO)

PARIS HONEYMOON

been trying to sing. Played March 17-18.
Weather: Good. Admission: 35-10. General
patronage. Population: 1,000. Capacity: 250.
— H. S. Coulter, Rio Theatre, Meeker, Colo.

ACTUALLY

HAPPEN
THIC

E D_IQ

EXHIBITOR

(M-G-M)

A number 1 show, only objection by a few
was that it is too sad. I call it a real picture and would do good business if there
was any. Business way off. Played March
3-5. Weather: Good. Rural patronage. Population: 900. Capacity: 180. — T. Tomter,
Grand Theatre, Highmore, S. D.

SUDDEN

It

MONEY

TRUE

STORIES

FROM

ALTEC

FILES

(Para)
V. President,
U. YOUNG,

Just another quickie from Paramount. No
draw. Played April 10. Weather: Good.
Neighborhood patronage. Population: 2,000.
Capacity: 265. — E. M. Freiburger, Paramount
Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

Theatrical Managers, Inc.,
Gary, Indiana

T
TOPPER

TAKES

A TRIP (UA)

A woman's picture. And let it be here recorded that where you find the women—
there also will you find the men. 'Twas ever
thus. A series that Hal Roach can well continue. Topper has, endeared himself to the
multitude of movie fans. Played March 12.
Weather: Rain, cold. Admission: 25-15-10.
General patronage. Population: 9,000. Capacity: 350. — Harry M. Palmer, Temple Court
Theatre, Washington, Ind.

TORCHY

IN CHINATOWN

Played

HOURS

this

on

(RKO)

Bank

Night

and

still

couldn't get them in. A very good picture that
should draw better in small towns. Played
March 22-23. Weather: Clear. Admission: 2510. Rural patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 175. — R. A. Moore, State Theatre,
Clarence, la.

u
Highly entertaining comedy, everyone was
well pleased with this picture. Played March
8-9. Weather: Good. Admission: 15-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 23,000. Capacity: 778. — George S. Ellis, American Theatre,
E. Liverpool, Ohio.

w
NEW

YORK

SLEEPS

INDIANA— "For

(20th-Fox)

Another starter on those very much overdone series pictures. No drawing power
whatsoever. Played March 15-16. Weather:
Fine. Admission: 30-25-20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 850. Capacity: 350. —
Horn & Morgan, Inc., Star Theatre, Hay
Springs, Neb.

DARLING

a year,

we

address system at the Palace Theatre here,
said V. U. Young,

president of the Theat-

rical Managers, Inc. Circuit, "and we were
particularly concerned about its functioning properly during a style show for which
we had enlisted large community interest
and support.
"Our Altec Inspector R. C. Gray, and
D. A. Swanagan, from the Altec Chicago
office, cheerfully put in long hours working
under high tension on the problem, and

"It is that kind of work by Altec field
men that reminds theatre operators of the
value of Altec service and forcibly reminds
them of how great a protection Altec service is to owner

DAUGHTER

cute but can't act. Played April 12-13.
Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural
patronage. Population: 1,150. Capacity: 250.
— H. H. Thomas, DeLuxe Theatre, Kingsley, la.

alike.”

.ALTEC

(FN)

Ruined by scissors after censor squawks.
Was better and cleaner in original version.
May Robson better than ever. Priscilla Lane

and manager

The Altec service inspector takes personal pride
in belonging to an organization which renders
to its exhibitor customers service that goes beyond the required obligation. Let the Altec man
in your locality explain how Altec service can
"bring out the best” in quality and performance, in the equipment now in your theatre.

Y
YES, MY

nearly

had been having trouble with our public

never gave up until our troubles were licked.
Our style show was a complete success.

UP THE RIVER (20th-Fox)

WHILE

Important Event,
House Owner Says
GARY,

(WB)

Weakest of series. If you play double feature, put this on the south end. Played March
15. Weather: Fair. Small town patronage.
Population: 2,500. Capacity: 350. — H. S. Johnson, Pal Theatre, Millen, Ga.
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"UNION PACIFIC" RUNS PULL LEADING GROSSES
AVERAGE

CHARLOTTE

Broadway — Dramatic
Broadway — Spirit of

School (M-G-M), 1st half.
Culver (Univ), 2nd half.

Carolina — AA’uthering Heights
Imperial — Story of Alexander
(20th-Fox)

(UA)
Graham

90

Bell

100

State — I AA'as a Convict (Rep), 1st
State — Silver on the Sage (Para),

half
2nd

100
half... 100

CHICAGO
Apollo — The Hound
of the Baskervilles
(20th-Fox), 2nd wk
90
Chicago — Dark Aictory (FN), plus stage show;
picture moved to Roosevelt for 2nd loop wk...l30
Garrick — Blackwell’s Island (FN)
90
Oriental — The Saint Strikes Back
(RKO);
My
Son Is a Criminal (Col), stage show
90
Palace — Three Smart
Girls Grow
Up
(Univ),
plus stage show, held 2nd wk
110
Roosevelt — Dodge City (WB), 4th loop wk
110
State-Lake — . . . one third of a nation . . .
(Para), plus stage show
85
United Artists — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M).. 70
World Playhouse — Ballerina (SR), held 3rd
wk
90

Union

Pacific — Denver

210

Union

Pacific — Los

185

Dark

Victory

Palace — I’m From
Missonri (Para)
Shubert — Man
of Conquest (Rep)

110
110

130

and

Irene

Castle
100

City — The Edge of the AA’orld (Pax);
Mayerling (Pax)
Hippodrome — Three Smart Girls Grow
Up
(Univ)
Palace — The Return of the Cisco Kid (20thFox). Stage: Red Norvo and Orchestra, Mildred Baily and John Payne
State — AA’uthering Heights (UA)
Stillman — The Lady’s From Kentucky

Majestic
AVest
Melba —
Palace —
Tower —

of

(20th-Fox),
Mr.

AA’ong

(Para)

100
105
. . 65

1st

half

New

(WB),

after

a

80

wk

at

Broadway — Broadway
Serenade
(M-G-M);
Society Lawyer
(M-G-M), after a wk. at
the Orpheum
Denham — Union Pacific (Para)
Denver — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ)..
Orpheum — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M);
They Made ner a Spy (RKO)
Paramount — Ambush
(Para) ; Secret Service
of the Air (WB)
Rialto — Hound of the Baskervilles (20th-Fox),
after a
Happy

wk. at the
(20th-Fox)

Paramount;

130

115
80

65

DETROIT

Madden

150
of

York

a

Nazi

City

Alexander
Cameo, New

21st

145

(M-G-M);

3rd

wk.,

Midnight,

3rd

wk.,

York

and

AVuthering
City;

3rd

wk.,

3rd

wk.,

Cincinnati.

Heights,

wk.,

City.

final

wk.,
4th

Filmarte,
wk.,

of the Turf (UA)
Newman — Midnight
(Para)
Orpheum — Dark Victory (FN), holdover
Tower — Alan of Conquest (Rep); Swing,
ter, Swing (Univ)
Uptown — 'Same as Esquire

95

wk.

80
100
110

65
125
80
Sis130
65

LOS ANGELES
(M-G-M);

Let
100

Downtown — AA'uthering Heights (UA) ; Torchy
Runs for Mayor
(WB), 2nd wk
Four Star — Stolen Life (Para)
Hillstreet — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ);
Lady and the Mob (Col)
Hollywood — Same
as Downtown
Pantages — Same
as Hillstreet
Paramount — Union Pacific (Para), plus stage
show
State — Same as Chinese

85
100
100
85
100
185
100

MILWAUKEE
Palace — Never Say Die (Para) ;
on Danger Island (20th-Fox)
Riverside — Spirit of Culver
King on stage
Strand — Dodge City (WB);
Jane Arden
(WB)

Mr.

Moto
90

(Univ);

AATayne
200

Adventures

80

Warner — Dark ATictory (FN); 12 Crowded
Honrs (RKO)
Wisconsin — Return of the Cisco Kid (20thFox) ; The Lady and the Mob
(Col)

100

90
125
80
85
90

Circle — Zenobia (UA), plus stage
Indiana — Dark Victory (FN)
Loew’s — King of the
Madden
(M-G-M)
Lyric — Return of the
plus stage show

Turf

(UA);

Cisco

Kid

KANSAS

show

College — Mutiny on the Bounty (M-G-M), reissue; AVhispering Enemies
(Col)
Loew-Poli — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M);
AA'ithin the Law
for 2nd wk

(M-G-M),

to College

110
105

Roger
Sherman — AA'uthering Heights (UA) ;
Spirit of Culver (Univ), 6% days, 2nd wk. . .

Eagle and the Hawk
(Para),
Say Die (Para), 9 days

NEW

CITY
holdover
King

moved

Paramount — The
reissue; Never

(20th-Fox),

Esquire — East Side of Heaven (Univ),
Midland — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M);

90

90
110

Sergeant

HAVEN

85

75

70

Center — King:
Globe — Wings

(WB)

90
135
90

145

CITY
95
100
85
80
90
85
70

Brandeis — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN);
The Lady and the Alob (Col)
Omaha — Union Pacific (Para), 2nd wk

135
150

Orpheum — Story of Alexander Graham
(20th-Fox); Ambush
(Para)

120

Bell

PHILADELPHIA
Aldine — AVuthering Heights (UA), 3rd wk
115
Boyd — Dark Victory (FN)
140
Earle — Three Smart Girls Grow Up
(Univ) ... 90
Fox — Return of the Cisco Kid (20th-Fox), plus
Tony Martin and his swing orchestra
100
Karlton — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox)
90
Keith’s — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M) .... 130
Palace — Mutiny on the Elsinore (Argyle)
100
Stanley — The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO),
2nd wk., 4 days
90
Stanton — Streets of New
York (Mono)
90

PITTSBURGH
Alvin — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox)
Barry — The AVhole Town’s Talking (Col),
reissue; Great Guy (GN), reissue
Fulton — East Side of Heaven (Univ), 4 days,
3rd wk
Penn — AA7uthering Heights (UA)
Senator — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ),
3rd d. t. wk
Stanley — Story of A'ernon and Irene Castle
(RKO), (stage shows discontinued)
Warner — Dodge City (WB), 3rd d. t. wk

100
80
100
110
85
80
125

PORTLAND,

ORE.

Broadway — Dark Victory (FN); Afy AA’ife’s
Relations (Rep), 2nd wk
Mayfair — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M);
Society Lawyer (M-G-M). 2nd wk
Orpheum — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox); Blondie Aleets the Boss (Col)...
Paramount — Union Pacific (Para); 2nd wk
United Artists — Lucky Night (M-G-M);
The
Kid From
Texas (M-G-M)

SALT

LAKE

120
125
110
125
150

CITY

Centre — Union Pacific (Para), held
Paramount — AA’uthering Heights (UA)
Studio — Dark Victory (FN), 2nd wk
Utah- — King of Chinatown (Para) ; Society
Lawyer
(M-G-M)
Victory — Mystery of the AATiite Room
(Univ);
Say It in French (Para)

150
110
100
95
95

90

125
115
90

ORLEANS

of the Underworld
of the Navy (WB)

110

150

MINNEAPOLIS
Aster — Adventures of Jane Arden (WB);
Flying Irishman (RKO)
Century — Dark Aictory (FN)
Gopher — Zenobia (UA)
Orpheum — Stagecoach
(UA)
State — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox)
World — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ),

NEW

110

of

INDIANAPOLIS
Alamo — North of the Yukon
(Col); I AA’as
a
Convict (Rep)
Apollo — East Side of Heaven (Univ), 2nd wk. ;
Mystery of the White Room
(Univ), moveover

100
100
65
80

OMAHA

York

Philadelphia.

Chinese — Sergeant Madden
Freedom
Ring (M-G-M)

show

New

New

CITY

Criterion — Love Affair (RKO)
Liberty — Blackwell’s Island (FN); Sudden
Money (Para), 4 days
Liberty — AA’ithin the Law
(M-G-M); Beauty
for the Asking (RKO), 3 days
Midwest — I’m From
Alissouri (Para)
Plaza — Dodge City (WB),
3rd wk
State — The Strange Case of Dr. Aleade (Col);
Tough Kid (Col)
Tower — Society Lawyer
(M-G-M)

Chicago.

3rd

stage

OKLAHOMA

Dodge City, 4th wk., Chicago;
Oklahoma
City, Pittsburgh.

75
90

The

Lady’s From
Kentucky
(Para)
Palms State — Dark Victory (FN), after a
at Michigan; Within the Law
(M-G-M)
United Artists — The Hardys Ride High
(M-G-M),
2nd wk

New

Nevsky, 7th
York City.

Ballerina,

plus

140

RUNS

wk.,

YORK

Rivoli — AA’uthering Heights (UA), 3rd wk
plus stage show, held
Roxy — Return of the Cisco Kid (20th-Fox),
Strand — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN),

Spy —

Victory — Philadelphia

75
210
110

Everybody’s

Adams — Romance
of the Redwoods
(Col);
Winner Take All (20th-Fox)
Cinema — Crisis (Kline)
Fox — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle (RKO),
plus stage show
Michigan — Sergeant

Salt

City

Confessions

Dark

150

Pacific — Omaha,

Lake

75

(Mono),

DENVER
City

—

100

— I’m From
Missouri (Para); Mae
on stage
200
Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN)
110
Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ)... 120
Love Affair (RKO),
2nd wk
90

Aladdin — Dodge
the Denver

(dual)

80

DALLAS
Story

—

Portland, Ore
Union

NEW

100
75
125
60
100
100
95

Astor — Pygmalion
(M-G-M),
21st wk
Capitol — Alan of Conquest (Rep)
Criterion — Blondie Alects the Boss (Col)
Globe — Streets of New
York (Mono)
Hollywood — Juarez (WB), 2nd wk. of roadshow
Paramount — The Lady’s From Kentucky
(Para), plus stage show
Radio City Music Hall — Dark Victory (WB),
2nd wk., plus stage show

150

Night

York
City.
Three
AA’altzes,

CLEVELAND

Capitol
Mystery
2nd —half

(dual)

Milwaukee
Lucky

Pygmalion,
110
120
130
120

Capitol — 'Inside

Angeles

EXTENDED

Albee — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox)
Capitol — Dark Victor}' (FN), 2nd wk
Grand — Midnight (Para), 3rd wk
Keith’s — Zenobia (UA)
Lyric — East Side of Heaven (Univ) ; 2nd wk.,
held

Vernon

Liberty — Blomlie Meets the Boss (Col)
Lyceum — Safety in Numbers
(20th-Fox)
Orpheum — Dark Victory (FN)
Regent — Shadows Over Shanghai (GN)
Saenger — Little Princess (20th-Fox)
State — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Tudor — Pygmalion
(M-G-M)

Top Hits of the Week

CINCINNATI

Allen — The Story of
(RKO), 2nd wk

IS 100%

75
90

95
75

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M);
The Kid From
Texas (M-G-M), 2nd wk
Fifth Avenue — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M) ;
Within the Law
(M-G-M)
Music Box — Wuthering Heights (UA), 2nd wk.
Palomar — Mystery Plane (Mono); Disbarred
(Para), plus vaudeville featuring
ton Band of Lum
and Abner fame
Paramount — Union Paeifie (Para)
Uptown — Tempest
(Orage)

BOXOFFICE

Buzzing-

:: May

90
90
80
90
130
80
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Alphabetical Index
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This Index is designed as a time saving guide lor exhibitors who
know the title of a feature, but do not recall the producer or distributor. All features listed here appear in the BOOKING
CHART
in

release week squares alongside the proper company headings. The date following title is issue of review. Number at end
of line is production number.

Across the IMains (Mono)
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(M-G-M)
Feb. 18
Adventures of Jane Arden
(\VB) Feb. 18
Almost a Gentleman (KKO)
Mar. 11
Ambush
(Para) Jan. 21
Angels With Dirty Faces (FN)
Oct. 29
Arizona Cowboy
(Col)
Arizona Fegi on (KKO) Jan. 14..
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)
Nov. 12
Arrest Bulldog Drummond
(Para) Nov. 26
Asking for Trouble (GB)

3855
923
321
930
3820
35T
9207
982
929

Back Door to Heaven (Para)
Apr. 15
3833
Beachcomber, The (Para) Dec. 3.3863
Beauty for the Asking (KKO)
Jan. 28
915
Big Town Czar (Univ) Apr. 22 3018
Blackwell’s Island (FN) Mar. 4
Blind Alley (Col) Apr. 29
Blondie (Col) Nov. 5
9011
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Mar. 4
Blue Montana Skies (Kep) May 6.844
Boy Friend (20th-Fox) May 18. . 943
Boy Slaves (KKO)
Jan. 21
911
Bo.v Trouble (Para) Feb. 4
3824
Boy s Reformatory (Mono) May 6 3820
Bridal Suite (M-G-M)
937
Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Apr. 8
931
Bronze Bnekaroo (Sack) Jan. 7.

Burn ’Hm
Jan. 14

Up

O’Connor

Cafe Society (Para) Feb.
California Frontier (Col)
Dec. 24

8206

(20th-Fox) Dec. 24
Chasing Danger
(20th-Fox)
Jan. 7
Christmas Carol,
Dec. 17

A

919

11.... 3826

Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Apr. 29
Captain Fury (FA) May 13
Charlie Chau in Honolulu

(M-G-M)

932

928

Code (Mono) Feb.
Through
(GN)

18.3822
327

D
Dark
Victory (FN) Mar. 11... 354
Dawn Patrol (WB) Dee. 24
303
Disbarred (Para) Jan. 14
3818
Dodge City (WB) Apr. 8
304
Down on the Farm
(20lh-Fox)
Oet. 15
920
Down
the Wyoming
Trail
(Mono)
3864
Dramatic School (M-G-M)
Dec. 15
915
Drifting Westward
(Mono)
Mar. 25
3854
Duke of West Point (liA) Dec. 24

E
East Side of Heaven (Univ)
Apr. 15
Everybody’s Baby
(20tli-Fox)
Dec. 3
Exile Express (GN) Feb. 18

3006
935
301

F
Fast and Uoose (M-G-M) Feb. 18. 924
Family Next Door (Univ)
Apr. 15
3020
Federal Man-Hunt
(Kep)
Jan. 14
820
Feud of the Range (Metropolitan)
Fighting Thoroughbreds (Kep)
Jan. 21
808
First Offenders (Col) Mar. 11.. 9030
Fisherman’s

BOXOFFICE

Wharf

::

(KKO)

May

Gambling Ship (Univ) Dec. 24.. .3023
Gang Bullets (Mono) Dec. 10.... 3818
Ghost Town Riders (Univ)
3054
Girl Downstairs (M-G-M) Dec. .31 916
Girl From
Nowhere
(Mono) ....
Going Places (FN) Dec. 24
359
Gracie Allen Murder Case (Para)
May
1.3
Greal Man Votes (KKO) Jan. 14 913
Gunga Din (KKO)
Jan. 28
912

H
Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
Apr. 22
934
Harlem Rides the Range (Sack)
Heart of the North (FN) Dec. 17 362
nome
on the Prairie (Hep)
Feb. 18
842
Homicide Bureau (Col) Fell. 11.9035
Honolulu (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
922
Honor of the West (Univ)
3055
Hotel Imperial (Para) Apr.
Hound of the Baskervilles
(20th-Fox)

Apr.

22 . . 3836

1

936

I
I Am
a Criminal (Mono) Dec. 3.3X12
I’m From Missouri (Para)
Mar. 25
3830
l Was a Convict (Rep) Feb. 25. 824
Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Mar. 11
925

TO

S

Mr. Moto on Danger
Island
<20tli-Fox) Mar. 18
Mv Son Is a Criminal (Col)
Mar. 18

9029

My Wife’s Relatives (Kep)
Mar. 11
810
Mysterious Miss X (Kep) Jan. 21 809
Mystery of Mr. Wong
(Mono)
Mar. 18
3806
Mystery of the White Room
(Univ) Apr. 1
3037
Mystery Plane (Mono) Mar. 4. ...3809

N
Nancy
Jan.

Drew,
28

Reporter

(FN)
372

Navy Secrets (Mono) Feb. 18... 3805
Never Say Die (Para) Mar. 11.. 3832
Newsboys Home
(Univ) Jail. 28.. 3015
Next Time I Marry (KKO)
Dec. 10
Nigrlit Riders (Rep) Apr. 8
North of Shanghai (Col) Mar.
North of Yukon
(Col)

910
865
11.9038
9205

o
Off the Record
Oklahoma
Kid
On Trial (WB)
One Third of a

(WB) Jan. 28... 314
(WB)
Mar. 18... 308
Mar. 25
323
Nation (Para)

Feb. 11
3825
Only Angels Have Wings (Col). 9001
Orphans of the Street (Kep)
Dec. 17
819
Outside These Walls (Col)
9031
Out West With the llarilys
(M-G-M)

Nov.

26

913

P
Pacific Finer (KKO)
Panama
Fady (KKO)
Panama
Patrol (GN)

Dec.
May

31...
13...

Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox)
Nov. 19
Paris Honeymoon
(Para)
Dec.

3821

Peck’s Bad Boy With the Circus
(KKO)
Nov. 26
948
Persons in Hiding (Para) Jan. 28.3823
Phantom
Stage (Univ)
3056
Pirates of the Skies (llnii)
3033
Pride of the Navy ( Kep) Jan. 28 822
Prison Without Bars (UA) Feb. 25
Pygmalion

(M-G-M)

Dec.

11...

(20th-Fox) Apr. 29
Ride a Crooked Mile
Dec. 10

945
936

I

Jesse James (20th-Fox) Jan.
Jones Family in Hollywood
(20th-Fox)

21..

921
94G

K
Kentucky
(20tli-Fox) Dec. 24.. 923
Kid From Texas (M-G-M) Apr. 8 929
King of Chinatown (Para)
Mar. 11
3827
King of the Turf (UA) Feb. 18
King of the Underworld
(WB)
Jan. 14
317

L
T,ady and the Mob (Col) Mar. 11.9013
Uadv’s From
Kentucky, The
(Para) Apr. 15
3834
Fast Warning
(Univ) Dec. 10... 3027
Law
Comes to Texas (Col)
9214
l.et Freedom
King (M-G-M)
Feb. 25
926
Uet Us Five (Col) Feb. 18
9007
Fittle Orphan Annie (Para)
Dec. 3
3814
l ittle Pal (Mono)
3828
Fittle Princess (20tli-Fox)
Feb. 25
932
Fittle Tough Guys in Society
(Univ) Nov. 26
3011
I.one Star Pioneers (Col)
Apr. 15
Pone Wolf Spy Hunt (Col)
Jan. 28
Fong Shot (GN) Dec. 31
Post Horizon (Col) reissue
Post Patrol (KKO)
Fove Affair (KKO)
Mar. 18
Fucky

Night

(M-G-M)

May

6. . .

9213
9014
313

916
933

M
Made for Each
Feb. 11

Other

(UA)

Man of Conquest (Kep) Apr. 15.. 801
Mexicali Rose (Kep) Apr. 1
843
Midnight (Para) Mar. 11
3828
Missing Daughters (Col) Apr. 29 9027
Mr. Moto’s Cast Warning
(20th-Fox) July 30
926

980

R

Apr. 22
It’s n Wonderful
May 13

(M-G-M)

914
925

931

24

Racketeers of the Range (KKO)
Red River Range (Kep) Ajir. 29
Return of the Cisco Kid

World

CURRENT

937

Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
920
Inside Story (20th-Fox) Oct. 22.. 934
Inspector Hornleigli (KKO)

941
917

Climbing High (20th-Fox)
Apr. 22
8012
Code of the Secret Service (FN)
May 13
374
Code of the Streets (Univ)
3019
Come On Hangers (Kep) Dec. 3.. 818
Comet Over Broadway
(FN)
Dec. 17
870
Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN) 353
Convict's
Crashing

Apr. 15
354
Frontiers of ’49 (Col) Mar. 11... 9212
Frontiersman (Para) Nov. 26.... 3856

3831

(M-G-M)

c

(KKO)
Apr. 29..
Flirting With Fate (M-G-M)
Dec. 3
914
Flying Irishman (KKO)
Mar. 11
919
For Uove or Money
(Univ)
3030
May
13
Forged Passport (Kep) Feb. 11.. 823
Four Girls in White (M-G-M)
Jan. 21
921
Frontier Pony Express (Kep)

G
3812
8012

B

Bulldog Drummond’s
Secret
Police (Para) Apr. 8

844
922

Feb. 4
Fixer Dugan

(2hatt

fiookl

984
864
940

(Para)

3815

RELEASES

Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox) Apr. 8
938
Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle (RKO)
838
Strange Case of Dr. Meade (Col)
Oct. 29
9022
Strange Faces (Univ) Dec. 10... 3035
Street of Missing Men
(Rep) ofApr.
Streets
New29 York

(Mono)

Apr. 15
Submarine Patrol (20tli-Fox)
Nov. 5
Sudden Money
(Para) Mar.
Sun Never Sets, The (Univ)
Sundown on the Prairie

Apr. 22
Sweethearts (M-G-M)
Dec.
Swing, Sister, Swing (Univ)
Dec.

17

T
Tail Spin (20th-Fox)
Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
Terror of Tiny Town
(Col)
July 30
Texas Stampede
(Col)
Thanks for Everything

925
935
9050
9204

(20111-

Fox) Dec. 10
The Dove (RKO)
The Gorilla (20th-Fox)
The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
The Sun Never Sets (Univ) ....
There’s That Woman
Again

(Rep)

942

(Univ) Mar. 25
3001
Three Texas Steers (Rep)
866
Thundering West (Col) Apr. 15. .9203
Tom Sawyer, Detective (Para)
Dec. 24
3816
To the Rescue (GN)
328
Topper Takes a Trip (FA) Jan. 7
’lordly in Chinatown
(FN)
371
Torcliy Runs for Mayor (WB)
Apr. 1
Tough Kid (Mono) Jan. 14
Trade Winds (UA) Dec. 31

S

6000 Enemies
(M-G-M)
Smiling Along (20th- Fox) Dec. 17 933
Smoky
Trails (Metropolitan)...
Society Fawyer (M-G-M)
Apr. 1 930
Society Smugglers (Cniv)
Mar. 11
3024
Some Fike It Hot (Para) May 13 3837
Song of the Buckaroo (Mono)
Jan. 14
3861
Son of Frankenstein II nil)
Jan. 21
Sorority House (RKO)
Southward
Ho!
(Rep)

Apr.

22..

924

Spirit of Culver (Univ) Mar. 4 . 3014
Spoilers of the Range
(Col) . . . .9206
Stagecoach (UA) Feb. II
Stand Up and Fight (M-G-M)
Jan. 7
918
Star of Midnight (KKO)
reissue
Star Reporter (Mono) Feb. 25.. 3822
Stolen Fife (Para) Apr. 29
3864

(RKO)

983
18 917

Feb.

U

Up

the

River

(20th-Fox)

3824
6... 3835
3838

Nov.

12 924

W
Wanted

Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Mar. 25
927
Shine On, Harvest Moon (Kep).. 852
Silver on the Sage (Para) Feb. 18 3858
Singing Cowgirl (GN)
Six Gim Rhythm
(GN)

322
3819

Trapped in the Sky' (Col)
9024
Trigger Pals (GN) Jan. 21....W1-I3
Trigger Smith (Mono)
3854
Trouble in Sundown
(RKO)

853

St. Fouis Blues (Para) Jan. 28.. 3822
Saint Strikes Back (KKO)
Feb. 18
918
Say It in French (Para) Nov. 26.3813
Secret Service of the Air (WB)
Feb. 11
320
Secrets of a Nurse (Univ)
Nov. 19 ....
3022

917
926
944

(Col) Dec. 17
9006
They Asked for It (Univ)
They Made Her a Spy (RKO)
Mar. 25
920
They Made Me a Criminal (WB)
Jan. 7
307
Three Musketeers (20(h-Fox)
Feb. 11
927
Three Smart Girls Grow
Up

Undercover Agent (Mono)
Undercover Doctor (Para)
Union Pacific (Para) May
Unmarried
(Para)

25

373
910
3021

(Col) Apr. 29
Rolling Westward (Mono) Apr.
Rookie Cop (KKO)
Apr. 29
Rose of Washington
Square

Mar.

3862
3857

24...

Mar. 11
12 Crowded Hours

(20th-Fox) May
13
Rough Riders Roundup

909
25

(Mono) Apr. 1
Sunset Trail (Para) Oct. 29
Sweepstakes Winner (FN)

Hide ’Em Cowgirl (GN) Jan. 28.W1-2
Rio Grande (Col) Apr. 8
9202
Risky Business (Univ) Mar. 11.. 3029
Road Demon
<20tb-Fox) Aug. 27. 918
Romance
of the Redwoods
1.3863
923

3802

by

Scotland

Yard

(Mono) Apr. 29
3829
Whiter Rustlers (GN) Mar. 18..W1-1
Western Jamboree (Rep) Dec. 24 841
While New York Sleeps (20111Fox) Oct. 22
Whispering Enemies (Col) Jan.

922
7

Wife, Husband and Friend (20111Fox) Feb. 18
Wild Horse Canyon (Mono)

930

Jan. 7
Wings of the Navy (WB) Jan.
Winner Take A11 (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
Within the Faw
(M-G-M)
Mar. 18
Wolf Call (Mono)

939

Woman
Women

Doctor
(Rep) (WB)
Feb.
in
the Wind

Feb. 4
Wuthering

3852
21 309

928
4.... 808
316

Heights

(UA)

Apr.

1

Y
Yes, My Darling
Feb. 11

Daughter

(FN)
357

You Can’t Cheat an Honest
Man
(Univ) Feb. 25
You Can’t Get Away
With
Murder (FN) Jan. 28
Young Mr. Fineoln (20th-Fox)

3005

. . .

361
947

Z
Zaza (Para) Jan. 7
Zenobia (UA) Mar.
Zero Hour
(Rep)

3819
18
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Columbia
AUU-STAR

COMEDIES
21, ’39

<17y2)
Mar. 24, ’39
Home
on the Range (17)
Dec. 9
Many
Sappy Returns (18) .. .Aug. 19
Mutiny on the Body
Enough

Feb. in, ’39
Sept. 30

(18)

Now
It Can Be Sold (17)
Pie A Ka Maid (18)
With Charley Chase.
Sue My Lawyer
(17)
Swing You Swingers
(18)
With Andy Clyde.
The Chump
Takes a
(..)
The Nightshirt
The Sap Takes
(15%)
COUOR

June 2, ’39
Dec. 23
Sept.
Jan.

16

10, ’39

Flame
(8)

(7)..NOy. 3
May 26
Nor. 24

Peaceful Neighbors
(8) . .Jan. 26, ’39
The Animal Cracker Circus
(7)
Sept. 23
The Gorilla Hunt
(. . ) .
Feb. 24, ’39
The House That Jack Built
Apr.

14, ’39

TOUR

Isle of Paradise

(10) .Nov.

4

Big Town
Commuters
(9) . Feb. 3, ’39
Province of Quebec (10)
Dec. 15
SING

No. 12 (10)
Scotch Songs.
No. 7 Parade
No. 8 Strauss
(..)
No. 9 Songs
(..)
Third

Sept. 15

of Hits
Waltzes
of

the

(9) Mar.

24, ’39

Apr.

21, ’39

West

May

Series

19, ’39

No. 1 College Songs (10)
No. 2 South Seas (10)

Oet. 1
Oet. 4

No. 3 Season's Idea (11)
No. 4 Girls’ Names
(..)
No. 5 Friendship Songs

Dee. 2
Dec. 30

(10)
No. 6 Moon
Songs
KRAZY
KAT

Jnn.
(10) . . . .Feb.

Golf Chumps
( . .)
Gym
Jams
(7)
Hot Dogs on lee (7)

MUSIC
(New
A

Night

HACK
series)

in

a

27, '39
24, ’39

Apr. 6, ’39
Sept. 9
Oct. 21

Kra/.y’s Bear Tale
Krazy’s Shoe Shop
The Kone Mountie

(7)
Jan. 27, ’39
( . . ) . .May 12, ’39
(6)
Dec. 10
VANITIES

Music

Hall

<10y2)
Jan. 20. ’39
A Night at the Tree (10) . . Mar. 2,’39
Good
Old
American
Home
(. . )
PICTUREGRAPH
No.

1 (. . )
SCRAPPY

May

Jan.

21, ’39

15, ’39

CARTOONS

A Worm’s Eye View ( . .) Apr. 28, ’39
Early Bird (5) . .
Sept. 16
Happy
Birthday (7)
Nov. 17
Scrappy’s
(6)
Scrappy’s

Added

SCREEN
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

Attraction

Sideshow

Feb. 3. ’39
(7) . . . .Mar. 3,’39

SNAPSHOTS

1(10)
2(10)
3(10)
4(10)
5(10)
6 (10y»)
7(10)
8(9%)
9 (. . )
SPORT
REEKS

Diving Rhythm
Football Giants

(..)
(10)

(Series

17)

Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.
Jan. 6.
Feb. 17,
Mar. 17,
Apr. 8,
May 12,

16
14
20
15
’39
’39
’39
’39
’39

Apr. 21, ’39
Sept. 28

Get Ready Navy
(10)
Jan. 6, ’39
King Vulture (10) Special. . .Dec. 23
Navy
Champions
(10)
Mar. 17
Odd Sports (10)
Feb. 10
Ski Rhythm
(10)
Nov. 4
THREE
A

Ducking
(16%)

92

STOOGES
They

Did

24, ’39

May
PARADE

19, ’39

Have

(11)
No. 3 Inside

the

COMEDIES

(..)

Apr.

Grand

PETE

18

Weather

Buried

Treasure

Sept. 24
15, ’39
Dec. 24
KIDS

A Iz
the

Great

Heart

(11)..

Dec.

(10) . .May

31

Love on a Tap (11)
Mar. 18, ’39
Miracle of Salt Fake (11) . . .Nov. 12
c’t»*pa in lined Swing
(9)
Sept. 10
They Live Again (10)
Oct. 22
MTJSICATi COMEDIES
Dream
of Dove (17)

Jan.

Secret

M-G-M

(21) ... Mar.

CARTOONS

(New

IN

M-G-M
Released
OUR

NEWS
OF
THE
twice weekly.

GANG

’39
’39
11
’39
’39

No.

1 (10)

and

a

PARAMOUNT

DAY

Queen

NEWS
weekly.

May

19, ’39
Feb. 10
(10) .. .Jan. 13

PICTORIAL

No. 6 (10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Great
Britain’s Kenya
Colony,
horse gadgets and
a
visit with

Series)
Oct. 15

May 5, ’39
and
his

No. 2(10)
Sept. 2
Wellesley College; Amazon
activities; and Paris at night.
No. 3(10)
Oct. 7
Oceanic oddities, mountain
sunrises, elephants.
No. 4 (10)
Nov. 4
Prospecting
for
oil, mountain
climhing and a visit to southeastern United States.
No. 5(9)
Dec. 9
17 year locusts, outdoor scenes and
the hit parade of yesterday.

COMEDTES

(New

Kings

Swans
(10)
That’s Africa (10)
Unfinished Symphony

Aladdin’s Lantern (10)
Sept. 17
Alfalfa’s Aunt (11)
Jan. 7
Clown
Princess (10)
Apr. 15, *39
Cousin Wilbur
(10)
Apr. 29, ’39
Duel Personalities (10) . .Mar. 11, *39
Football Romeo
(10)
Nov. 12
Men
in Fright (10>
Oct. 15
Practical Jokers *9)
Dec. 17
Tiny Troubles (10)
Feb. 18
PARADE

Jan. 27, ’39
Apr. 21, ’39
(7) .Oct. 28

Circus Co-Ed
(10)
Mar. 10
Fisherman’s Pluck (10) . .Apr. 14, ’39
.Mildewed Melodramas
(11) . . . Sept. 2
Oh Say, Can You Ski? (10).. Dec. 16
Raising Canines (10)
Nov. 11
Rube Goldberg’s Travelgab
19)
Oct. 14

.Series)

Jitterbug Follies (9)
Feb. 25,
Little Gold Fish (8)
Apr. 15,
Mama’s
New
Hat (9)
Feb.
Seal Skinners (9)
Jan. 8,
Wanted
No Master (. .) . .Mar. 18,

CKASSICS

PARAGRAPHICS

25, ’39

I

animals

No- 10 (11)
May 5, ’39
Gentlemen
at
work,
Oriental
craftsmanship and
song
of the
POPEYE
©Aladdin
year.

CARTOONS

nnd

His

Wonderful

Lamp
(22)
Apr.Dec.
7, ’39
Cops
Is Always
Right (7)...
30
Customers
Wanted
(7)
Jan. 27
Goonland
(8)
Oct. 21
Leave Well Enough Alone
(7)
Mutiny

Aint

Nice

Apr. 28
Sept. 2.3

(7)

Wotta
Nitemare
(7)
POPULAR
SCIENCE
(In Clnecolor)

May

19, ’39

No. 1 (10)
No. 2(11)

Sept. 2
Nov. 4
Jan. 6, ’39
Mar. 10

No. 5(11)
GRANTKAND
KIGHTN

May 12, ’39
SPORT-

RICE

Diamond
Dust (10)
planes.
Frolicking
Progs (10)

PARAMOUNT
Released twice

SEPIA

3

Apr. 7, ’39
after dark,

Jan. 26,
On (7)
With the New
(7)
Dec.’392
Pudgy in Thrills and Chills
(7)
Dec. 23
Snlly Swing (7)
Oct. 14
So Does an Automobile (7).. Mar. 31

(11)
Apr. 7.
’39
Vincent
Lopez and Orchestra.
Betty Hutton. Barry Wood,
Del Casino. Dick Todd.

28

about

Champion
Alrhoppers (10)
Oct. 28
Deals with the fascinating sport
of gliding and soaring in motorless

Three

Happily Buried
(20)
Apr. 15, ’39
Men of Steel (21)
Dec. 17
Kenneth
Stevens and Doris Weston in a musical saga of washing
machines.
Once Over T.lsrhtly (19)
Dec. 31
The story of two barber colleges
becomes a musical comedy plot by
a close shave. Johnny Downs
and
Dixie Dunbar.
Somewhat

CARTOONS

michael (10)
With
Jack
Teagarden
orchestra.

13, ’39
Feh. 11

all

Mar.

No. 9 (10)
Sea police,
fashions.

Hij'inks

Stan
Shaw
and
his Milkman’s
Matinee.
No. 7(10)
Feb. .3. 39
The
Mexican
Charro
at
play,

May

12, ’39
Dec. 23

with
trained frogs
cluding a jumping contest.

Good Skates (10)
Ice skating with
Hold Your Breath
Depicting a novel
meet.

in-

Apr. 14, ’39
champions.
(10)
Feh. 17
underwater track

Hunting Thrills (10)
Racing Pigeons (10)
Story of the racing

Sept. 2
Sept. 30
homing

of

Super-Athletes (10)
Nov. 25
pigeons.
An
analysis of the progress made
in track and field sports.
The Sporting Irish (10)
Mar. 17
Sports in Ireland.
Two Boys and a Dog (10) .Jan. 20, ’39
Adventures
of two
boys and
a
wire hair terrier on a pack trip
in the Rocky Mountains.
UNUSUA

K
OCCUPATIONS
(In Color)

»No.3 (10)
2 (10)
No.

Oct. 7
Dec. 8

No. 54 (10)
No.
(10)
. Feb.
Apr.

RKO

(11)
Feb. 3. ’39
Jan Garber and Orchestra.
Orrin Tucker and Orchestra
(10)
Nov. 4
Paramount
Presents Hoagy Car-

(11) .. .Sept. 3

MINIATURES
Hollywood Hobbies
Ice Antics (9)

BOOP

and

No. 3 (10)
No. 4(10)

A Song Is Born (10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Basse Rhythm
(10)
Oct. 7
Henry Busse and His Orchestra.
The Champagne
Music of the
Lawrence
Walk
(10)
Mar. 3
Lawrence Walk and his Orchestra.
Hal Kemp
and His Orchestra
(10)
Dec. 2
Kights! Action! Kucas (11) . . . Sept. 2
Clyde Lucas and orchestra.
Music Through the Years

MYSTERIES

Rock

28, *39
Dec. 10
Nov. 12

HEADLINER

Picturesque TJdainur (8) . .May 13, ’39
Rural Hungary
(9)
Apr.29, ’39
Singapore and Jahore (9) . . . .Dec. 31
Sydney — Pride of Australia
(9)
Dec. 3
on

Jan.

Costa Rica (10)
Dec. 2
Kand of Tnca Memories (10) . .Jan. 27
Mexico (10)
Oct. 7
Republic of Panama
(9) . . . .Mar. 24

Ancient Egypt
(9)
Jan. 21, ’39
Cairo — City of Contrast (9).. Sept. 10
Glimpses of Australia (9) . . Apr. 15
Imperial Delhi (8) . .
Feb. 18
Jaipur — The Pink City (8)... Oct. 29
Java Journey (10)
Mar. 18
Madeira — Isle of Romance
(8)
Oct. 1

Man

8, ’39

COT, OR
CRUISES
(New Series In Clnecolor)

FITZPATRICK
TRAVELTALKS
In Technicolor

HISTORIC

Apr.

BENCHLEY

Always
Kickin’ (7)
Small Fry (7)
The Playful Polar Bears

Sept. 17

Captain’s Christmas (8)
Dec. 17
Honduras
Hurricane
(9)
Oct. 15
Old Smokey
(7)
Sept. 3
Petunia National Park (9) . . .Jan. 14

The

(9)

11, *39
Dec. 17

plumed
birds
accordions.
No. 8(10)

Buzzy Boop at the Concert
(7)
.
Sept. 16
Musical Mountaineers (7) .May 12, ’39
My Friend the Monkey

COKOR

Apr.

(8)

14

Paramount

20

PAY

. . (21)
Wrong
Way
Ont (17) . .
CAPTAIN
AND
THE
CARTOONS

28
18
11

6

BETTY

It Over (20)
America Sleeps

Jan.

Mar.

How
to Sublet (8)
Mental Poise (8)
Opening Day
(9)

STUFF

are

week.

An Hour for Lunch (9) . .Mar. 18, *39
How
to Watch
Football (9)... Oct. 8

Money to Doan (21)
Mar. 11, ’39
They’re Always Caught (22).. Sept. 3
Scientific crime detection unearths
the murderer of a mayor of a large
city.
Think
While

of the

SPECIALTIES

Wizards

ROBERT

28, ’39

Jan.

DOESN’T

SMITH

Marine Circus (9)
^Penny’s Picnic (10)

6, ’39

Jan.

short
color.

(10)
Sept. 10
Grid Rules (10)
Oct. 15
^Heroes
at Leisure (10)
Feb. 11
yHot
on Ice (10)
Oct. 22
Alan’s Greatest Friend (10).. Nov. 19

M-G-M
CRIME

PASSING
7, ’39

OF

^Indicates
©Indicates

Double Diving (10)
Football Thrills of 1937

National

No. 1 (10)
Col. Stoopnagle.
No. 2(10)

Go
Apr.

Jan.

Capitol

CAVALCADE
Mar.

COMMUNITY

Feb.
Bonzana

May 5, ’39
(18) .. Oct. 28

Happy
Tots (7)
Mar. 31
Hollywood Graduation (7)... Aug. 26
Kangaroo Kid (7)
Dec. 23
Kittle Match Girl (re-sale)
(8y2)
Dec. 16

Bermuda

No

(7)
WASHINGTON

Titles

New Roadways
(10)
Jan.
Story of Alfred Noble (11).. Feb.
The Story of Dr. Jenner (10) .Mar.

Jan. 6, ’39
Word for Curly
Sept. 2
Mummy

No. 1 Harry Newman
Commentator (10)
Nov.
No. 2 Inside the White House

20, ’39

RHAPSODIES

(7)
COKUMBIA

(17)
Yes, We

Bump

Bandit
a Sap

Kittle Moth’s Big
Kucky Pigs ( . . )
Midnight Frolics

(16)
Violent Is the
(18)
We Want Our

Nov. 25
Oct. 14

Following

■tunning Time. Date Is National Release, 1938, Unless
Otherwise Specified.

RELEASES

Flat Foot Stooges (17)
Mutts to You (18)
Three Kittle Sew and Sews

A Star Is Shorn (17) . . . . Apr.
Boom
Goes the Groom

(17)
Not Guilty

Numerals

DISNEY
Brave

Radio

3, ’3ft
14, ’39

CARTOONS

Kittle

Tailor

(9)

Sept. 23

Donald’s Cousin Gus (7) . .May 19, ’.39
Donald’s Golf Game
(8)
Nov. 4
Donald’s Lucky Day (8) . .Jan. 13, ’39
Farmyard
Symphony
(8)
Oct. 14
Ferdinand the Bull (8)
Nov. 25
Goofy and Wilbur (8)
Mar. 17
Merbabies (9)
Dec. 9
Mickey’s Parrot (8)
Sept. 9
Mother Goose Goes Hollywood
(8)
Dec. 23
Practical Pig (. .)
Feb. 24, ’39
Society Dog Show
(8)
Feb. 3, ’39
Mickey Mouse enters Pluto in the
Society dog show and Pluto does
not win.
The
The
A

Hockey Champ
(7) . . . . Apr. 7, ’39
Ugly Duckling (9)
Apr. 7

EDGAR
KENNEDY
Clean Sweep (17)

Baby
Beaux Daze
and

(15)
Errors

(WIKIilt
Dec.
May

(18)

2

19,
Oct.’397

Edgar’s father-in-law again starts
all the mischief as Edgar becomes
the butt of a practical joke because of his obesity.
Clock Wise (16)
Mar. 24
Father-in-law's grandfather clock
drives Edgar nuts as he unsuccessfully tries to get rid of it.
Maid to Order (18)
Jan. 27, ’39
Edgar tries to marry his fatherin-law off with amusing complications.
HEADLINER
COMEDIES
Romancing
Along
Phil Harris and
Sea Melody (19)
Ted Flo Rito
with Rita
eellfno.
Swing

(21)
his

and

Oehman

Vacation

BOXOFFICE

Dec.
Orchestra.
His

and

(19)

:: May

36

Oct. 21
Orchestra

Muzzy

Mar-

Feb.

24, ’39

13, 1939

LEON

ERROL

COMEDIES

Filming

Crime Rave
(18)
Jan. 13, '89
Errol entertains bank
bandits at
his home
without knowing it.
Home
Major

Boner (20)
Difficulties

Mar.

(19)

OF

10, ’39
Nov. 18

©Fashion
Sept. 2
crisis up-to-

date and
Father
Divine’s new
"Heaven on the Hudson.”
No. 2(18)
Sept. 30
U. S. Fire
dilemma.

Fighters

and

Young
Crisis.

of

the

Nation.

Britain’s

Jan.

20, ’39
Feb.

America

and

Mexico’s

No. 8 (18)
No. 9 (19)
Japan: Master of the
No. 10 (20)
Dixie — The
nation’s
problem.
NU-ATLAS

MUSICALS

Arcade Varieties (11) . . . . May 12, ’39
East & DumJte, Lillian Roth, Frazee Sisters, Giirone & Starr.
Cafe Rendezvous (10)
Dec. 23
Oshins & Lessy, Jack Arthur, Armida and The Kidoodlers.

Keadin,

Ritin

and

Apr.
Eton

14, ’39
Boys,

Rhythm

(10)
, . . Feb. 17, ’39
Samovar
Serenade (10)
Mar. 17
Codolbon & His Gypsy Orchestra,
Moscow
Choir, Karavaeff, Luba
Malina.
Styles and Smiles (10)
Sept. 30
Virginia Verrill, Charles King, Harrison & Fischer, Marion Daniels.
Talent Auction (10)
Oct. 28
Irene Bea3ley, Five Reillys, Paul
Robinson, The Merry Macs, Bobby
Bernard.
Tropical Topics (10)
Jan. 20, ’39
The Rimacs, Rosita Ortego, Sisters
Virginia.
Under a Gypsy Moon
(10) .. .Sept. 2
Venetian Moonlight
(11) . . . .Nov. 25
PATHE
NEWS
Released twice weekly
PATHE
leases)

PARADE

RADIO

FLASH

(’36-’37

Sept.
Girl

Should

Apr. 21, ’39
ready for

Jan.

4
2

27, ’39

Fisherman’s Paradise (9) . . . Sept. 19
Fishing off Catcay Bay, Bahamas.
On the Wing
(10)
Dec. 30
The hunting of wild geese.
Smooth
Approach
(9) . . . . May 19, ’39
The golfers show how
it’s done.
Snow Falls (9)
Feb. 24
ski picture that’s different.
RAY
WHITLEY
WESTERNS
(New Series)

A

Western Welcome
Cowboy band.
Prairie Poppas (18)
Ranch
House Romeo
REELISMS

(New

2

Know
Nov.

Inventor

25

Should
Jan. 20, ’39
MAGIC

THOMAS

Mar.
Feb.

(7)
Goose Flies High
(7)
©Housewife
Herman
(7)
©Nutty
Network
(7)
One Gun Gary in the Nick

Dec. 30
Sept. 9
Nov. 18
Mar. 24

of Time
(7)
©The Glass Slipper (7)
The New
Comer
(7)

Jan. 27
Oct. 7
Oct. 21

Owl

and

(7)Stranger
Tlie

(18) . . . .Sept. 9
Doc.16
(17) . . . . Apr. 7
Series)

the

Pussycat

Rides

Again Jan.

(7)
©The
Three Bears (6)
Village Blacksmith (6)
Wolf’s Side of the Story
(7)

13, ’39
Nov. 4
Feb. 10
Dec. 2

Sept.

23

United Artists
Eternal

Fire

(8)

Oct. 1

Armed

Bandit
PLACES

No.
No.
No.
No.

54
55
56
57

(
(
<
(

(7)

Mar.

5, ’39
Oct. 14

20 th Century-Fox
ADVENTURES
OF
CAMERAMAN
Daily

Diet

of

BOXOFFICE

Danger

A

NEWS

(10) .Jan.

:: May

fl, ’39

62 (9)

No.

63 (9)
June5,
UNIVERSAL
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

Sept. 19
Oct. 1©
Nov. 21
Dec. 5
Jan. 2
Feb. 6
Mar. 6
Apr. 3
May

Sept. 12
Oet. 3
Nov. 14
Nov. 28

62 (..)
63 (9)
MENTONE

30, ’39
20, ’39
Mar. 13

Apr. 10, ’39
May 15, ’39
PRODUCTIONS

Beauty Shoppe (19%)
Sept. 28
Buck and Bubbles, Imogene Coca,
Marty May, Harrison and Fischer.
Cafe Boheme
(17)
Apr. 12
Saul Grauman
&
Co.. Rosita Ortega, Pied Pipers, Luba
Malina,
Roy Smeck & His Aloha Islanders.
Music and Models (19)
Dec. 14
Jack Arthur. Carolyn Marsh, Six
Debonairs, Irene Vermillion & Co.

Mountaineers,

Giirone

Rhythm
Cafe (20)
Oshins &
Lessy, Virginia
Four Eton Boys, Vic Hyde.

.Sept. 7
Verrill,

Side

Oct.

Show

Fakir

(17%)

(20) on
Fun

the

ADVENTURES

A

Illustrated

Feb. 25
(10) . . . .Nov. 5

12

7, ’39

4. Apr. 22, ’39
Sept. 10

Nature’s Mimic (10)
Points on Pointers (9)

Dec. 8
Jan. 28

Roving Camera
(10) .Mar. 25, ’39
LOONEY
TUNES
CARTOONS
(7)

Apr. 1
Nov. 26
Jan. 28

(7)
(7)

Apr. 22, ’39
Nov. 5
(7) . . . .Sept. 24
Nov. 26

Porky’s Movie Mystery (7).. Mar. II
Porky’s Naughty Nephew
(7). Oct. 15
Porky’s Tire Trouble (7)
Feb. 18
The Lone Stranger and Porky

Artie

Shaw

Jan.

7, ’39

MASTERS
and

Oct, 1
Nov. 18

(9)

(10) . . . .Feb.

18

VARIETIES

Interlude

(..).. Nov.

19

( . . ) . . Apr.

15, ’39
Feb. 18

Tax Trouble (10)
Robbin’ Good
(10)

Mar.

18, ’39
Dec. 10

Ski Girl (10)
Jan. 14, ’39
Table Manners
(11)
Oct. 15
Tlie Great Library Misery
(11)

Sept. 10

TRUE

ADVENTURES

(By
A

Minute

Floyd

From

Gibbons)

Death

(11)... Mar.

Chained (..)
Defying Death (12)
High Peril (12)
Identified (12)
Tlie Human
Toils of the
Treacherous

4

Apr. 1
Oct. 15
Feb. 18
Sept. 17

Bomb
(12) .. .Jan. 7, ’39
Law
(12)
Nov. 12
Waters
(12) . . . .Dec. 10

COLUMBIA

(10)
Mechanix

(7)
MELODY

Tech.

Crawfords at Home
Gadgeteers (10)

2

No. Jan.
3

Porky and Teabiscuit
Porky in Egypt (7)
Porky in Wackyland
Porky the Gob (7)

7, ’39
Fritz

SERIALS

Illustrated,

Chicken Jitters
Daffy Doc (7)
It’s an Hi Wind

Series)

Touch

Vaudeville

Jan.
with

1

(10)
Meclianix

Illustrated No.
of Sport (10)

lot

20, ’39

Kane, John CarFoy
and
Jerry

(New

Master’s

May

Sept. 25

Oct.
No.

Warner

VITAPHONE
25
17
12
31
18
4

26

House

Sons of Liberty (20)
Swingtime in the Movies

The

Seeing Spots (20)
Apr. 29, ’39
Sophomore
Swing (20)
Jan. 21
Small Town
Idol (20)
Feb. 11
Stardust (22)
Dec. 10
Sundae Serenade (20)
Feb. 25
The Knight Is Young (20)
Oct. 29
Toyland Casino (21)
Oct. 8
Two
Shadows
(20)
Oct. 22
Zero Girl (22)
Sept. 3

China Today
(10)
Mechanix Illustrated

White

(21)
Feb. 11, ’39
Sons of the Plains (19) . .July 30, ’38
Mauch
Twins, Rosella Towns.

SPECIALS

Sept. 24
Apr. 15

(..)

in the

Pow
Wow
(8)
Immortal
Brush

(20)
Rollin’

Bank
Notes (19)
Mar. 15
Gus Van, Minor &
Root, Three
Wiles, Barton Quintet, Ruth Daye.

Emerson's
& Starr.

Nov.

’39

Mar.
Dec.
Nov.
Dec.
Mar.
Mar.

The

.Jan.
Feb.

Sept. 17

BREVITIES

Rhythm

Apr.
22, ’393
(..).Dec,

(18)
LHdiicoln

Feld, Katherine
roll, Charles
Colonna.

A Fat Chance (..)
Boarder Trouble (20)
Cleaning Up (..)
Hats and Dogs (20)
Home
Cheap Home
(..)
Projection Room
(..)
Murder With Reservations
in

Dinosaur

Campus
Cinderella (19)
Declaration of independence

1, ’39

Vitaphone
BROADWAY

MCNAMEE

No. 59 (9)
No. 60 (10)
No. 61 (9)
No.
No.

27

WITH

9)
9)
9)
9)

FICTION

No.

Mechanix
Miracles

Pharmacy
Follies (..).. .May 17, ’39
Three
Playboys, Frazee
Sisters,

May

THAN

the

TECHNICOLOR

Feb. 27
Oct. 3

(7)

THE
COLOR
PARADE
(New Series)

CARTUNE
One

Beil

and

in Hollywood

(7)
Oct. 22
Little Pancho Vanilla (7)
Oct, 8
Prest-O Change-O
(7)
Mar. 25
Kohinliood Makes Good (7)... Feb. 11
The Mice Will Flay (7)
Dec. 31
The Night Watchman
(7)... Nov. 10
Thugs With Dirty Mugs (7) May 6, 39
You're Ail Education
(7) . . . .Nov. 5

19

8, ’39

54(9)
55 (9%)
56 (9)
57 (9)
58 (9)
59 (9)
60 (9)
61 (9)

SCENIC

Television (9)
Trans-America

(11)

the

Duck

(7) .Apr. 8
Dec. 17

Dog Gone Daze
Modern
14, '39
Goldrusli
(7) (7) . . . . Jan. Feb.
25
Ham-Ateiir Night (7) . . . .Jan. 28, ’39
Johnny Smith & Poker Huntas

15

Dec.

Long Bright Land
(10)
A trip to New
Zealand.

Pilot Boat (9)
Feb. 3, ’39
Soldiers of the Sea (9) .. .Apr. 7, ’39
Submarine
Circus (10) . . . . . Sept. 16

.....Mar. 10
...Nov. II
Feb. 10
.....Dee. 9

.!

and

COLORTOUR

Nautical Knights (19)
Jan. 11, ’39
Arthur & Morton Harvel, Moore &
Ravel, Judy
Starr, Stump
and
Stumpy, The Khezzis.
Putin Serenade (17)
. .Nov. 16
Tito Coral, Laura Suarez, Armida,
Gloria Belmonte and others.

Air Waves
(10)
Dude
Ranch
(9)
Gold (9)
Newsreel (10)

(7)

Stripes Forever
Out (7)

(7) Duck
Daffy

CARTUNES

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

17, '39
17, ’39

Frozen Feet (7)
Feb. 24
©Gandy
Goose in Doomsday
(6)
Dec. 16
Gandy Goose in G-Man
Jitters (7)
Mar. 10
Gandy Goose in the Frame Up

GOING

£jsDeep End
(10)
Oct. 7
Top-ranking women
diving champions photographed in action by
the slow motion camera.

A

Know

Mystic Siam (10)
Viking Trail (10)
TERRY-TOONS

©The

Aug.

Kittens

Daffy

Little

LANTZ

STRANGER
Should

the

Sept. 8
Sept. 12
Oct. 17
Nov. 7

Charlie Cuckoo
(7)
Apr. 30, ’39
Crack Pot Cruise (7) . . . .Apr. 10, ’39
Disobedient Mouse
(8)
Nov. 28
Little Blue Blackbird (7)... Dec. 26
Magic Beans
(..)
Feb. 13

(7)
Tlie Cat

KINDER-

Universal

Nov,
Dee.

(9)

HIS

and

(7)

Nellie of the Circus (7) ■ . .May
The Birth of a Toothpick

weekly.

AND

GRAHAM

Bow
Strings
Archery.

Mar. 31, '39
NEWS

CARPET

SPORTSCOPE
get

3

Good Neighbors ( . . ) ... .Apr. 28, ’39
Isle of Pleasure (11)
Feb. 3, ’39
Land of Contentment
(10)
Oct. 14

COMEDIES

Big Leaguers (9)
The Chicago Cubs
the pennant chase.
Bird Dogs (10)
Blue Grass (10)

No.

Cat
(7)

WALTER
Baby

twice

Boy

Know
(10)
LOWELL

The Big
Mousie

Bars and
Count Me

CARTOONS

Ghost Town
Frolics
Pixie Land
(7)
Rabbit Hunt
(7)
Sailor Mouse
(7)

Mar. 3, ’39
Apr. 14, ’39

re-

Dog-Gone
(16)
Apr. 21, ’39
Hectic Honeymoon
(17)
Nov. 4
Plumb Crazy (16)
Feb. 3
Pat C. Flick as a plumber causes
considerable commotion
on a job.
PATHE

What Every
(11)
What Every
(10)
What Every

OSWALD

Sept. 30

MOVIETONE

LEW
LEHR
GARTEN

17

New

Mar. 17, ’39
Apr. 14, ’39
Orient.
May 12
number
one

Hello Mama
(11)
George Jessel, Four
Frieda Sulivan.

Forecasts,

(11)
FOX

Released

No. 3 (20)
Oct. 28
Inside the Maginot line.
No. 4(19)
...Nov. 28
Uncle Sam — The Good Neighbor.
(jNo. 5(18)
Dec. 23
The Refugee — Today and Tomorrow.
No. 6 (18)
The State
No. 7 (19)

(10)

Hunting
Dogs
(11)
Inside Baseball (. .)
FASHIONS

TIME

No. 1(20)
The
Czech-German

Thrills

THORGERSEN-SPOBTS

Athletic Oddities (9)
Nov. 11
Thoroughbreds
(10)
Sept. 30
Timber Toppers (10)
Oct. 28
Shooting for Par (10) ........ .Jan. 6

Moving: Vanities (17)
May 5, ’39
Ring: Madness (19)
June 30, *39
Stage Fright (18)
...Sept. 23
Leon’s wife cures him of his aversion to her being on the stage.
MARCH

Big

ED

Orchestra

Flying G-Men
15 chapters.
Robert Paige,
Craig,

Richard

Mandrake
the
12 chapters.
Secret
(15

Jan.
Lorna

of

Treasure
treasure

28, ’39
James

Fiske.

Magician.

episodes).

pirate’s
island.

Gray,

. .May

Island.
Story

on

The
Web Out
15 Spider’s
chapters.

an

6, ’39

. .Mar.

of

17

burled

adventurer’s

Oct.the
22, Spider
’38-’39
of

magazine character
stalks crimedom’s
most
amazing
impersonated
by Warren
Hull who
comes
to
grips with
The
Octopus.
Iris
Meredith is the heart Interest.
REPUBLIC
Daredevils

of

the

Red

Circle
June 10, ’39
Hawk
of the Wilderness
Dee. 3
12 chapters. Herman
Brlx, Jill
Martin.

(10)
Apr. 29, *39
Blue Barron & Oreh. (10) .Jan. 21, ’39
Clyde Lucas & Orch. (10) . .Jan. 7, "39
Clyde McCoy & Orchestra
(..)
Mar. 18
Dave Apollon and His Orchestra
(11)
Dec. 24
Dave Apollon and Orchestra
(• ■ )
Apr. 8
Happy
Felton &
Orch. (..).. Dec. 3
Jerry Livingston & Orchestra
(10)
Feb. 4
Jimmy
Dorsey and His Orchestra
(10)
Oct. 22
Larry Clinton and His Orchestra
(10)
Sept. 3
Merle Kendrick and His Orchestra

Buck
Rogers
Apr. 11, ’39
12 Chapters. Larry Crabbe, Jackie
Moran,
Constance
Moore,
Jack
Mulhall.

(10)
Ray Kinney and
(10)
Russ Morgan &
(11)

Red Barry
Oct. 18
13 chapters averaging about 20
minutes
each.
Larry
(Buster)
Crabbe brings the popular comic
strip character to life.

MERRIE
A
A

Nov. 12
Hawailaras
Oct. 1
Orchestra
Feb. 25
His

MELODIES

Day at the Zoo (7)
Feud There Was
(7)

(In

Color)
Mar. 11
Sept. 24

Lone Ranger Rides Again . Feb. 25, ’39
15 Chapters. Robert
Livingston,
Jinx Falken, Chief Thunder Cloud.
UNIVERSAL

Radio

Patrol

Oct. 4

12 episodes (20) — Grant WithersCatherine Hughes.
The
valuable
formula for flexible steel and Its
possession by a number
of people
is the basis for this one.

Scouts to the Rescue
Jan. 17, ’39
12 Chapters. Jackie Cooper, Jack
Mulhall. Vondell Darr, Bill Cody

13, 1939

93

Pate at top ol column is week ending. Number in square is
national release date, 1 938-39. Production number is at right.

Hooking
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GUIDE

NOVEMBER

TO

J

Hkart

CURRENT

DECEMBER

26

3

(63)
9030

dy
Come
Blondie
(72)
Ho|

9011

I23] Melodrama
Gang- Bullets (63)
Ann Nagel
Robt. Kent
R — Dec. 10

914
Com
[2]
Flirting
With edy
Fate (70)
Joe E. Brown
Leo Carrillo
R — Dec. 3

R.

Kent

3814
(58)

R — Dec.

3

3813
Comedy
pU It In
Say
French (69)
Ray Milland
O. Bradna
R — Nov. 26
Western

818
841
tern (59)
Western
Jamboree
Wes
pf|
Gene Autry
Smiley Burnette
R — Dec. 24

DECEMBER

17

California Frontier (57)
[15]
Western
8206
Buck
Jones R — Dec. 24

DECEMBER

24

Spy

Ring

Melvyn Douglas
R— Dec. 17
Virginia
Bruce

HU
Ralph Melodrama
Bellamy
R — Jan.
Fay
Wray 28

9015

The Girl Downstairs (77)
na)
Kateri
ning 916
of
The Awake
(For.
Drama
H|] Comedy

R — Dec. 24
©(©Sweethearts
(110) 910
[30]
Musical MacDonald
Drama
N. Eddy-J.

There’s
That
Woman9006
Hi]
Comedy
Mystery
Again (70)

Smashing
(63)

the

31

(For. Outside the Law)
J. Holt
R— Oct. 29

|~9~]
Drama
Dramatic
School (78) 915
Luise Rainer
Alan Marshal
Paulette
Goddard
R
— Dec. 10

|~7~| Western
3861
Song:
(60) of the Buckaroo

|~2~| Com. Drama
Little Orphan Annie
Ann Gillis

DECEMBER

Strange
Case
Meade Drama
(66) of Dr. 9022
[15]

(For. Little
Tex Ritter
R — Jan. 14

Come On, Rangers (57)
Roy Rogers
R — Dec. 3

9202

6

3818

3812
Melodrama
Us]
Arrest Bulldog Drummond (68)
J. Howard
R — Nov. 26

ra

[~8~|
Western
Rio Grande
(57)

10

Charles Starrett
Doran
RAnn
— Apr.
8

Penny Singleton
Arthur Lake R — Nov.

913
Drama
|2j|j Comedy
Out West With
the
Hardys (85)
Mickey Rooney
Lewis Stone
R— Nov. 26

RELEASES

DECEMBER

Town
of Tiny
Terror
ma
M'dra
Com.
[7]
R— July 20

Running time (company estimate) follows title. Letter "A"
indicates Adult classification, otherwise Family suitability.
R — is review date. Symbol © indicates BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon Award Winner. Symbol © indicates color photography.

Tenderfoot)

[~9~J Action
Drama
Ride
a Crooked
Mile 3815
(70)
Akim
Tamiroff
Frances Farmer
Leif Erikson
R — Dec. 10

Christmas

Carol

Dra
Reginald
Owen ma
[10]
R
— Dec.Kilburn
17
Terry

I Am
a Criminal
Drama
J14] Carroll
John
R — Dec. 3
Kay Linaker

Frontiersman
(74)
William Boyd
Western
Ije]
R—
Nov. Venable
26
Evelyn

(69)
917

Franchot Tene
Franciska
R
— Dec. 31 Gaal

(73)
3812

3856

Wild Horse Canyon
Hi]
Western
(For. Last
Outlaw)
R — Jan. 7
Jack Randal]

Tom
Sawyer, Deteetive
(68)
3816
Drama
Com.
HU
Donald O’Connor
Billy

Red

[~5~[
Drama
819
Orphans of the Street
(64)
Tommy
Ryan
Bob
Livingston
R
— Dec.
17

(50)
3852

Cook

River

R — -Dec.

Range

Shine

on Harvest

Kid

(61)

R
Jan. 14
F.— Darro-J.
Allen
Melodrama
HU

3819

Abroadand(90)
Artists
Models

3817
dy
R
— Nov. Come
6
HU
J. Benny-Joan Bennett

24

(56)

Three
R
— Apr.Mesquiteers
29
ern
West
[22]

Tough

864

Federal Man-Hunt
(64)
R. Livingston
[27]
Melodrama
820
J. Travis
R — Jan. 14

Moon (5 7)

Roy Rogers-Mary
Western Hart852
^3]

948
Drama
HU Comedy
Peek’s Bad Boy With
the Circus (68)
Tommy
Kelly
Ann Gillis
R — Nov. 26

[~2~]
Comedy
910
Next Time
I Marry (65)
(For. Trailer Romance)
Lucille Ball
James Ellison
R — Dec. 10

909
Action Drama
HU
Submarine Patrol (95)
Richard Greene
Nancy Kelly
R — Nov. 5

Road
Demo
(70) a
nn Dram
|H] Actio
Henry Arthur
Joan Valerie
R— Aug. 27

918

|~9_]
Comedy
IT p the River
(75)
Tony Martin
Phyllis
Brooks
R — Nov. 12

924

Down on the Farm
(61)
920
Drama
Jones
Family
dy
Jpjj Come
R — Oct.
15
Jed
Prouty-S.
Deane

Thanks
for Everything
[23] Com. with Music 917
(70)
Adolphe Menjou
Arleen Whelan
R
— Dec.
10
Jack
Oakie

Trade

Winds

(94)

MIT SCELLANWA
EORN
UE1
S F.

3011
in

HU Action Drama
FN351
Angels With Dirty Faces
(97)
James
Cagney
Pat O’Brien
R — Oct. 29

m
|~2~| Action Drama
Strangle Faces (66)
Dorothea Kent

3035

Andy Devine
R — Dec. 10

Drama

3022
(69)

Swing, Sister, Swing (69)
HU
Musical
3021
R
— Dec.
17
Ken
Murray-K.
Kane

[7]
Comet
(69)

FN370
Drama
Over
Broadway

Kay
Francis-John
R— Dec.
17

Litel

Ho] Action Drama
FN362
©Heart
of the North
(74)
Dick
Foran-G.
R
— Dec.
17

Dickson

Newsboys
Home
(73)
Jackie
Cooper
[23]
Action
Drama
3015
R — Jan. Barrie
28
Wendy

Ghost Town
Riders
HU
Western
Bob Baker

|~1~| Western
Feud
of the Metropolitan
Range ( . . )
Bob Steele

94

Action

Secrets of a Nurse
Edmund
Lowe
Helen Mack
R — Nov. 19

923

Duke of West Point
(105)
Louis Hayward
Joan
Fontaine
RHU
— Dec.
24
Drama

Fredric March
n Drama
Actio
[22]
Joan
Fontaine
R
— Dec.
31

Drama
Com.
HU
Little Tough Guys
Society (70)
Mary Boland
Mischa Auer
R— Nov. 26

^Kentucky
(95)
Loretta Young
|30|
Action
Drama
R
— Dec.
24
Richard
Greene

(54)
3054

Dawn
Patrol (103)
Hi] Action Drama WB303
Errol Flynn
Basil
Rathbone
R — Dec. 24

Going Places (84)
Dick
Powell
|3l[
Com.
with Mus. FN359
R
— Dec.
24
Anita
Louise

oo n ( . Sack
Wester
Bronze
Buckar
. )
[ip| Negro
Herbert Jeffrey
Mantan
Moreland

BOXOFFICE
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1939

JUNE.
s

M

T

W

T

F

8

1

3
2
17
4
5
7
8 169 10
12 13
11
14 15
19
18
20 21 22
26
23 24
25
27
29 30
28

6

JANUARY

7

M

2

T

W

T

6

13
4 125

3
9 10
16 17 18 19
30
23
25 26
31
24

11

27
20

JANUARY

[~5~| Melodrama
9035
Homicide Bureau (59)
B. Cabot-R. Hayworth

I R — Feb. 11

16 1
Western
Wl-1
Water Rustlers (64)
Dorothy Page; R-Mar. 18
f6] Action Drama
313
Long Shot (69)
Gordon Jones
Marsha Hunt R — Dec. 31

[j] Historical Drama
Stand Up and Fight
Wallace Beery
Robert Taylor
R— Jan. 7

1939

JULY,

8

918
(95)

AUGUST
8
1

F

8
7
14 15
28

21

22
29

M

13

6

T

W

1 2

15
8
7

20
27 14
28
21

22
29

1939
T

F 128

4
5
11
9
16 17 18 19
23 10 25 26

30

(2hati

3

24
31

A

CURRENT

GUIDE

FEBRUARY

14

JANUARY

|l2|
Western
9203
Thundering West (57)
Chas. Starrett
Tris Meredith
R— Apr. 15

rn
[14] Weste
Trigger
Pals (55)
Art Jarrett
Lee Powell
A1 St. John
R — Jan. 21

8

JANUARY

21

9212
n
Wes
IJgj
Frontiers
ofter
’49 (54)
Elliot-L.
DeAlcaniz
RB.— Mar.
11

RELEASES

FEBRUARY

28
|~9~j
Western(57) 9204
Texas Stampede

Lone Wolf Spy
Hunt 9014
Melodrama
[27]
(57)

C.

Starrett-1.

Ride ’Em Cowgirl
tern
Wes
[20]
Dorothy
Page
R — Jan. 28

(52)
WI-2

North of Shanghai (59)
R — Mar.
11 Drama
|ip]
Action
B.
Furness-J.
Craig 9038

Crashing Through
(. . )
327
Western
|2q]
(Renfrew Series)

Renfrew Western
Series
[ip]

James

the

Rescue

(. . )
328

Newill

Four Girls In White (70)
921
Drama
|27|
F. Rice-A. Marshal
A. Rutherford R — Jan. 28

[13] Action Drama
919
Burn ’Em Up O'Connor
(67)

Meredith

Daughter)
(For.
Lone Wolf’s
Warren
William
Ida Lupino
R — Jan. 28

To

WI-13

11

4

Dennis O’Keefe
R — Jan. 14

(85)
J~3~] Com. wit[i
Music 922

Honolulu

Eleanor Powell-Burns
Young
R —Allen-Robert
Feb. 4

&

Huckleberry Finn (91)
R — Feb. 18
[lo|
Comedy
Drama
923
M. Rooney-W.
Connolly

Idiot’s
Delight
(3 07) 920
[27] Comedy
Drama
Norma
Shearer
Clark

|l8| Melodrama
Convict’s Code (63)
Ann Nagel

3822

Robert Kent
R — Feb. 18

Gable

R — Feb.

Drifting Westward
Western
[25] Randall
RJack
— Mar. 25

4

(49)
3854

Navy Secrets (60)
3805
Action
R
— Feb.
18 Drama
|lj
Fay
Wray-G. Withers
Little
Pal
|~3~]
Drama

(66)
Reissue

3828

[~8~| Western
3862
Sundown
on the Prairie
R —(53)
April
Tex

1

Ritter

(For. The Healer)
M. Rooney-R. Bellamy

j

|Tj Action Drama
Disbarred (58)
Otto Kruger
Gail Patrick
R — Jan. 14

3818

Action

Drama

914

Pacific Liner (76)
Victor McDaglen
Chester Morris
R — Dec. 31

m
Action Drama
922
While New
York Sleeps
(61)
(For. Inside Story)
Michael Whalen
Jean Rogers
R — Oct. 22

!
'

3027

Frances Robinson
R — Dec. 10

|l3|
Comedy
913
Great Man
Votes (70)
John Barrymore
Peter Holden
R — Jan. 14

(13] Action Drama
928
Charlie Chan in Honolulu (65) R — Dec. 24
S. Toler-P. Brooks

[7] Negro

Western

(l3j Horror Drama
Son of Frankenstein
Basil Rathbone
Boris Karloff
Bela

Sack

■ Mantan

Moreland

Paris Honeymoon
Musical
[27]
B.
Gaal
R — Crosby-F.
Dec. 24

(85)
3821

|~3~]
Mas.
SI. Louis

Romance
Blues
(87) 3822

Persons

in

Hiding

(69)

|io]
Action
Drama
Lynne
Overman
R — Carrol
Jan. 28Naish
J.

Lloyd Nolan
Dorothy
Lamour
R — Jan. 28

Pride Action
of the Drama
Navy (63)
[26]
822
James
Dunn
Rochelle
Hudson
R — Jan. 28

Homan

Doctor

3823

(65)

F.
Inescort
R —aFeb 8084
Dram
|io]
Home on the Prairie (58)
R — Feb. 18
842
ern
G.
Autry-S.
Burnette
West
|io|

Arizona Western
Legion (58)
[2o|

982

Fisherman’s Wharf
[3] Comedy
Drama
Bobby Breen
R— Feb.
4
Leo
Carrillo

Geo.
O’Brien
R — Jan.
14

(71)
844

Boy
(For.
Anne
Rq]

Slaves

(71)

Pure
In Mind)
Shirley
Melodrama

911

R — Jan. 21
Roger Daniel

Smiling
[20]

Along (85)
Musical

G.
Fields-M.
R— Dec.
17

933

Maguire

|27] Outdoor
921
<v>Jesse
James Drama
(105)
T. Power-N. Kelly
H. Fonda
R — Jan. 21

Arizona

Wildcat

(69)

Jane
929
Comedy
[3] Withers
Leo Carrillo R — Nov. 12

Trip

Tail

Spin

(83)

[jo] Action Drama
925
Alice
R —Nancy
Feb.Faye-C.
4Kelly Bennett-

Lugosi

Made
for Each Other
(85)
Drama
Comedy
p
Carole
R—
Feb. Lombard
11
Jimmy
Stewart

3004
(94)

R — Jan.

21

[20]
Action Ship
Drama
Gambling
(60) 3023

Pirates
of the Drama
Skies (61)
[~3~| Action
3033
Rochelle Hudson
Kent Taylor

Robert Wilcox
Helen Mack
R — Dec. 24

Phantom
Stage (57)
Bob Baker
3056
ern
West
Marjorie
Reynolds
[ip]

3055
(58)

[l3| Com. Drama
WB307
They Made Me a
Criminal (89)
John Garfield
R — Jan. 7

•

3820

[20]
Melodrama
920
Mr. Moto’s
Last Warning (71) R — July 30
P. Lorre- R. Cortez

|l3|
Western
Honor of the West
B. Booker-M. Bell

1 Harlem Rides the Range
1 Herbert Jeffrey

AmbushMelodrama
(62)
|2p|
Gladys Swarthout
Lloyd
Nolan
R — Jan. 21

|lo] Mystery-Comedy
809
Mysterious Miss X
(62)
Mary
Hart
Michael Whalen
R — Jan. 21

[lij
Comedy
Topper Takes a
(78)
Connie Bennett
Roland Young
R— Jan. 7

|~6~| Melodrama
Last Warning
(63)
Preston Foster

3819

Claudette Colbert
Herbert Marshall
R — Jan. 7

[~6] Action Drama
808
Fighting Thoroughbreds
(65)
Mary
Carlisle
Ralph Byrd
R — Jan. 21

!e!

[13]
Drama
Zaza (86)

|2l|
Drama (68)
WB314
Off Com.
the Record
(For. Unfit to
Pat O’Brien
Joan Blondell
R — Jan. 28

Print)

|l5| Western Metropolitan
Smoky
Trails ( . . )
Bob Steele

|28|
WB317
King Melodrama
of the Underworld
(69)
Kay Francis
Humphrey
R
— Jan. 14 Bogart

wn
Torchy in ChinatoFN371
Action Drama
[4](58)
Glenda Farrell
Barton MacLane

Wings of the Navy (89)
[ill Action Drama
WB309
Geo. Brent
Olivia
R — Jan.de 21Havilland

|

(2hatt

Hooking
A

FEBRUARY

GUIDE

TO

18

FEBRUARY

MARCH

25

934

[24] Drama With Music 926
Let Freedom
King (86)
Nelson Eddy

4

Bruce
25

|22l Action Drama
3828
.Star Reporter (62)
W.
Hull- Marsha
Hunt
R — Feb. 25

|~1~] Western
Rolling Westward
Tex Ritter
R — Apr. 1

Virginia
R — Feb.

T

W

MARCH

9007
Let Cs Live
(69)
a
Dram
I23]
R— Fonda-M.
Feb. 18
H.
O’Sullivan

Comedy
[3]
0 Pygmalion
Leslie
Howard (87)
Wendy
R — Dec. Hiller
10

M

980

9009
Boss

(For. Blondie Steps
Penny Singleton
Arthur
R—
Mar. Lake
4

Out)

FoUies

of

1939

Mystery
Plane
(60)
['g
| Action
Drama
(Form. Sky Pirate)
John

Trent

M
1

8

T W
3
4

8

9

10

11

1939
T
5

F
6

S
7

18

13

14

15

16 17 18 19 80

81

88

83

88

84

85

86

87

89 30 81

1939

S

F
3

M

T

W
T
18

S
4

5
6
7
8
9 10 11
18 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 80 81 88 83 84 85
87

38

89

30

MARCH

18

Lone Star Pioneers
[l6]Elliot
Western
Bill
Dorothy
R
— Apr.

NOVEMBER,

86

MARCH

|~3~| Comedy
Blondie Meets the
(70)

lee

OCTOBER,
S

11

Joan
Crawford
o]
[j
Jimmy
Stewart
Lew Ayres
R— Mar. 11

3863
(57)

1939
F1 88

T

3
4
5
6
7
S
9
10 11 18 13 14 13 16
17 18 19 80 81 88 83
84 85 86 87 88 89 30

J

[22] Action Drama
9029
My Son Is a Criminal
(59)
Alan Baxter
Jacqueline Wells
R — Mar. 18

[l7|
Comedy
Fast anti Loose (79'
Robert
Montgomery
Rosalind Russell
R — Feb. 18

SEPTEMBER,
S

(56)
9213

25

Whispering Enemies (63)
R
— Jan.
7
[24]
Action
Drama
9023
J.
Holt-D.
Costello

1

Gulliver
15
Romance
of Redwoods(67)
R — Apr. 29
C.
Parker
|3q|Bickford-J.
Outdoor Drama

(82)
»25

Within the Law
(65)
[17]
Melodrama
928
R — Mar.
18
Ruth Hussey-Paul Kelly

Trigger Smith (59)
Jack Randall
Western
[22]

3809

R — Mar.

Sergeant Madden
(80)
Wallace
BeeryDrama
I24]
Action
927
R—
25
AlanMar.
Curtis

4

3854

|~g~| Melodrama
3806
Mystery of Mr. Wong
(67) R — Mar. 18
Boris Karloff-D. Tree
|l7|
Comedy
3884
Boy Trouble (74)
(For. Two
Weeks
With
Pay)
C. Ruggles
R — Feb. 4

Sunset
|24]
W.

Western
Trail
(68)

Boyd

|2(i]
. . . one

3857

R — Oct.

29

Drama
3885
third
of a nation

(75)
S. Sldney-L.
R— Feb. 11

Cafe
(83)
|~3]Society
Drama
Madeleine Carroll
Fred MacMurray
R— Feb. 11

3826

I[~6~|
Was

915
Comedy
[24]
Beauty
for the Asking
(64)
L. Ball-D. Wood
R — Jan. 28

[ir] Drama
Lost Patrol (73)
Victor McLag’en

[17]
Star ofDrama
Midnight Reissue
(90)

Ritz Bros. -Don
Binnie Barnes
R— Feb. 11

G.

Ameche-

Rogers- Wm.

[24] Action
Pardon Our

King
Chinatown
[17] of
Melodrama
Akim
Tamiroff
Anna
May11 Wong
R — Mar.

(57)
3827

Midnight

(93)

I24]
ComedyColbert
Drama
Claudette
R
— Mar.
11
Don
Ameche

3828

Drama
931
Nerve (68)

Lynn Barl-G.
R — Nov. 19

[3]
Action Drama
917
12 Crowded
Hours (64)
Richard Dix
RDucille
— Feb. Ball
18

Hough
[13]

Riders Roundup
Western
853

RR.—(58)
Mar.
25
Rogers-M.

Hart

My Wife’s Relatives
Higedns Come
Family dy
[20]
R — Mar. 11

(65)
810

The
Strikes Back
[ip]
Melodrama
918
(64)Saint

Trouble in Sundown
R — Mar. 11

Geo.
SandersW.
R— Feb.
18

Western
Geo.
[24]O’Brien

Barrie

■

(57)

983

Powell

Williams

[l7| Action Drama
King of the Turf (87)
Adolphe Menjou
Dolores Costello
R — Feb. 18

[17]
Comedy
3005
You Can’t Cheat an
Honest Man
(76)
W. C. Fields
Bergen and McCarthy
R — Feb. 25

Melodrama
a Convict (62) 824

Barton MacLane
RBeverly
— Feb. 25
Roberts

fir] Action Drama
918
0Gunga
Din (117)
Doug
Fairbanks jr.
Joan Fontaine-C. Grant
R — Feb. 4

[17] Rom. Com. Drama 927
The Three Musketeers
(72)

(89)
3863

Erlkson

|l5|
Melodrama
883
Forged Passport (64)
Paul Kelly-June Lang
R— Feb. 11

Reissue

Beachcomber, The
Comedy
|io|
Charles Laughton
R — -Dec. 3
Fisa Lanchester

|~3~|
Comedy
Wife,
Husband
and
Friend
(75)
Loretta
Warner
R — Feb.

930

Young
Baxter
18

Inside Story (61)
[ip] Action Drama
Michael Whalen
Jean Rogers
R — Oct. 22

934

[~3~1
Outdoor (92)
Drama
Stagecoach

[~3~| Melodrama
3029
Risky Business (78)
Geo. Murphy
Dorothea Kent
R — Mar. 11

Everybody’s
Baby (62)
R — Dec. 3
Jones
Family Drama
I24] Comedy
935

Prison Without Bars
(79)
Edna
[15]BestDrama
R
—
Feb. 25
Corlnne
Luchalre

Claire Trevor
John Wayne
R— Feb. 11

[24j
Drama
3024
Society Smugglers (70)
(For. Key Woman)
Preston Foster
Irene Hervey
R — Mar. 11

©Little
(93) 932
[17] Com. Princess
with Music
Shirley Temple
R—
Feb. 25
Richard
Greene

Spirit of Culver (90)
3014
Drama
[ip]
Jackie Cooper
Freddie
R — Mar. Bartholomew
4

Room
(58)
Mystery
of the White3037
[17] Melodrama
R — Apr. 1
B. Cabot-H. Mack

Girls
Three
Grow Smart
Up (87)
[24] Com. with Music
Nan
GreyDurbin
Deanna
R — Mar. 25

3001

1
[25]
Comedy
Yes, My
ter (85)Darling
Priscilla Dane
Jeffrey Lynn
R— Feb. 11

FN357
Daugh-

e of WB320
Secret Servic
the
Action
[jJAir
(61) Drama
Ronald Reagan
John Litel
R — Feb. 11

Kid (80)
Oklahoma
James Cagney
WB308
r Drama
Outd'
[jj]
Rosemary Lane

Adventures
Arden (58) of Jane
[lg| Action Drama
WB321
R.

Towne

R — Feb.

Blackwell’s Island (71)
R — Mar. 4
Action Drama
[25] Garfield-R.
J.
LaneFN361

18

Humphrey
R — Mar. 18 Bogart

MvIS
C

ELL
WAARN-N
FEE. RO
US

[18] Com.
Drama
FN372
Nancy
Drew, Reporter
(67)
B. Granvllle-J. Lltel
R — Jan. 28

•
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T

W

T

3
4
5
6
7
10 11 12 13 14
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[30] Action
North
Chas.

1

1

Drama

of Yukon
Starrett
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F
S
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8
0
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JANUARY.
S

M

1
7
8
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T
2
9
16
23
30

1940

W
T F
8
3
4
5
6
10 11 12 13
17 18 10 20
24 25 26 27
31

9205

(64)

[31]
Drama
930
Society Lawyer (78)
V. Bruce-Walter Pidgeon
R — Apr. 1

J. MacDonald-L.
R — Apr. 8

p7~|
Drama
Broadway

3829
Comedy
[31]
Sudden Money
(62)
C. Ruggles-M. Rambeau
R— Mar. 25

9013
(65)

Lupino-

with
Music (113)
931
Serenade
Ayres

|~5~| Melodrama
Undercover Agent
Russell Gleason
Shirley Deane

3824
(56)

|~7~| Comedy
3830
I’m From
Missouri (77)
Bob Burns-Gladys George
R — Mar. 25

3858
Western
J31]
Silver on the Sage (68)
Wm.
Boyd (Hopalong)
R — Feb. 18

Western
[27]
Mexicali Rose (58)

1

1

T

4
5
6
7
11 12 13 14
18 19 20 21
25 26 27 28

(2katt

1940

T F
8
12
3
8
0 10
15 16 17
22 23 24
29

MAY

15

APRIL

Spoilers of the Range (58)
9206
Western
[27] Starrett
Chas.
Iris Meredith

]~4~|
Outside

[14] From
Rom.
Kid

The
Hardys
Ride High
[2l]
Comedy
934
(81)
M.
Rooney-L.
Stone
R — Apr.
22

Calling Dr. Kildare (86)
|28]
Drama
932
Lew Ayres-Lynn Carver
RLionel
— Apr. Barrymore
29

R — MayNight
6
[~5~]
Comedy
Lucky
(82)

Comedy
Texas
(70) 929

D. O’Keefe-F.
R — Apr. 8

Rice

|l2] of
Drama
Streets
New York 3802
(73)
Jackie Cooper
Marjorie Reynolds
R — Apr. 15

Never
Say Die
(80)
[14] Comedy
- Music
Bob
Hope-Martha
R
— Mar.
11

Howard

R — Apr.

843

920
(65)

|~7~| Comedy
Love
Affair

Drama
(87)

Irene Dunne-Chas.
R— Mar. 18

916
Boyer

[14]
TheyAction
Made
(67)

Drama
920
Iter a Spy

R — Apr.

1

!

|~7~| Melodrama
937
Mr. Moto on Danger
Island (64)
Peter Lorre
Jean Hersholt
Amanda
Duff
R — Mar. 18

|~7~|
Drama
Wutliering Heights
Merle Oberon
Laurence Olivier
R — Apr. 1

[31]
Comedy
Family Next Door
Hugh
Herbert
Joy Hodges
R — Apr. 15

3020
(63)

Raft

Frontier
Pony Express854
[19]
Western
(57)
Roy Rogers
Mary
Hart
R
— Apr.
16

Street of Missing Men
(65) Action Drama
[25]
811
R
— Apr.Bickford-H.
29
Chas.

Rookie

Fixer
Dugan Drama
(68)
|2l| Action

922

Shannon

Cop

Carey

-933

Loy-Robert

Taylor

UnionOutdoor
PacificDrama
(137)
|~5~]
Barbara
R— May 6Stanwyck
Joel

3835

McCrea

R — May
6
Blue
Montana

[5]
Gene

Skies (56)
844
Western Storey
Autry-June

(60)

[28]
Melodrama
Tim Holt; R-Apr. 29

923

|~5~[ Comedy
Sorority
HouseDrama
(63)
R — Apr.Shirley-J.
22
Anne

Dane

924

Ellison

Istory
Vernon
Irene ofCastle
(92) mil838
Musical
|28]
F.
R — Astaire-G.
Mar. 18

ma
[14] of Dra
Story
Alexander
Graham
Bell (97)

938

Don
Ameche-Loretta
Fonda
RYoung-Henry
— Apr. 8

Winner
Take Drama
All (61) 939
[21] Comedy
Tony
Martin-Gloria
R— Feb.
25

Stuart

Zenobia

3019
(70)

Kid
940

(71)Baxter
R — Apr.
Warner
Bari-Henry

29

Hull

[~5~| Action
Drama
Chasing
Danger
(60) 941
Preston Foster
R — Jan. 7
Lynn Bari

Climbing High (71)
8012
Musical
J.[28]
Matthews;
R-Apr. 22

(71)

Comedy
|2l| Hardy-Billie
Oliver
Harry
R— Mar.Langdon
18

Streets
of the Drama
Code
[14] Action
Harry Carey
Frankie Thomas
Juanita Quigley

Rogers

Return of the Cisco
[28] Outdoor Drama
Lynn

Inspector
Hornleigh
945
rama (76)
Melod
|2i|
G.
Harker-Miki
Hood
R — Apr.
22

(103)

|~7~|
Fast Comedy-Music
Side of Heaven 3006
(88)
R. Crosby-J. Blondell
R — Apr. 15

3834
Ken-

Ellen
R
— Apr.Drew-George
15

|~7~| Biog. Drama
919
Flying Irishman (73)
Douglas
Corrigan
R — Mar. 11

936
Melodrama
[31]
Hound of the Baskervilles (80)
R. Greene-W.
Barrie
B. Rathbone

tucky (77)
|28|
The Comedy
Lady's Drama
From

Wallace Ford-Aline McMahon-Patricia
Ellis
R — Apr. 15

Tracy-Peggy
RLee
— Apr.
29

RSally
— Mar.Eilers-Allan
25

Myrna

Whalen

8

865

Western
Night
(58)
[12] Riders
Three Mesquiteers
R — Apr. 8

Door
to Heaven
Drama
3833

Drama
These
Walls 9031
(61)

Costello-M.

|~l~| Action Drama (61)
3820

James Stephenson
RBetty
— Apr.Lynne
29

Back
[2i|
(85)

D.

R — May 6
Boys Reformatory
Frankie Darro

[19]
Wanted
by Scotland 3829
YardMelodrama
(62)

3832
Raye

|

APRIL 29

22

Law
to rn
Texas 9214
Weste
|l6] Comes
(57)
Bill Elliott

J.

Smiley Burnette
R — Apr. 1

6

[12]
Drama(61) 9030
First Offenders
Walter Abel
Beverly Roberts
R — Mar. 11

[14] Melodrama
3831
Bulldog
Drummond’s
Secret Police
(55)

Autry

Drama
||i]
Almost a Gentleman
J. Ellison-H. Wood
R— Mar. 11

W

APRIL

[~3~[ Comedy
l.ady and the Mob

Linda Winters

Gene

M

APRIL 8

Fay Bainter-Lda
Lee Bowman
R— Mar. 11

[1

FEBRUARY.
8

Burke

Drama
Big
(66)
Action Czar
[2i| Town
Barton MacLane
Eve Arden
R — Apr. 22

3018

For Love or Money
June
Lang
[28] Comedy
Drama

(66)
3030

R — Apr.
22
Robt.
Kent

\s
[~T~[ Melodrama
WB323
On Trial (62)
it John Litel
Margaret Lindsay
1

R —

Mar.

25

JOXOFFICE

:: May

[~8~| Outd’r Drama
WB304
ODodge
City (104)
Errol Flynn
Olivia de Havilland
R — Apr. 8

WB316
Melod
Women
in rama
the Wind
(65)
[15]
Kay Francis

Dark Victory (106)
FN354
Drama
[22]
Bette Davis

Wm.

George

Gargan

R-Feb.

4

Brent;

R-Mar.

Sweepstakes Winner (59)
Comedy
FN373
M.
Wilson-J.
Davis
R[29]
— Apr.
22

11

13, 1939

[~6~| Action Drama
FN353
Confessions
of a Nazi
Edw. G. Robinson
Spy (102)
R
— Apr.
Lya
Lys 29

97

MARCHS10

Hooking Hhatt
A

MAY

GUIDE

TO

W

MAY

13

CURRENT

MAY

13
YV

5

6

T
19

4

3

11

17

24

|l3|
Drama
301
Exile Express (60)
Anna Sten-Alan Marshal
R — Feb. 18

9
16
23

22

S

1

7
14

8

21

22

17

YV
3
9 10
2

MAY,
1940
T
4
18
25

23

13

12

F
5

S

12

13

19

s

M

9001

Arthur

|22] Action
Drama
9027
Missing
Daughters
(58)
Richard Arlen-Marian
Marsh
R — Apr. 29

20

26

27

29

30

28

5

6

1

1940

YV

T
2

F
3

S

1
8

9

10

11

20

26

21

21

22

29

27

Lost Horizon
reissue

19

24

23
30

4

17
24

14

18
25

20

29

28

3

JUNE

28
Trapped
in the
Sky 9024
(. . )
|T[ Action
Drama
J. Holt-K. DeMille

Ronald

T

6

16

15

11

18
25

0

|~8]
Western
9207
Arizona Cotvboy ( . . )
C. Starrett-I. Meredith

[i§]
Western
-Six Gun Rhythm
Tex Fletcher
Joan Barclay

Grant-J.

2

21

JUNE

C.

S

1

16
T

26

27

[25] Action
Drama
Only
Angels
YY’ings
(122) Have

[u] Action Drama
Blind Alley (71)
C. Morris-A. Dvorak
R — Apr. 29

F

8
7
14 15

T

15
M

31

RELEASES

20

>1

12

APRIL.

1940

10

30

(118)

“Q”

Planes ( . . )
JUNE
17

||

|X5|

Action

ji

L.

Colman

31

Olivier-V.

Awful
Irene

Truth
Dunne

[is] Comedy
[2p| Action
Drama
Panama
Patrol
(70)
Leon Ames
Charlotte Wynters

Drama
Hobson
(92)

i

reissue

Drama

"

Singing Cowgirl ( . . )
Dorothy Page
Western
[3l|

(55)

|l2] Action Drama
Tell No Tales (..)
Melvyn Douglas
Louise Platt

935

[19]
Comedy
936
It’s a YY’onderful YY’orld
(86)
C. Colbert-J. Stewart
R— May 13

[is] the
Western
Down
YVyoming
Trail (..)
Tex

(For.
Robt.

Maiden

4 arzan

|~9~| Enemies
Melodrama
6,000
(. . )
Walter Pidgeon
Rita Johnson

Young- Annabella

(. . )

Johnny Weissmuller
on Drama
Maureen
|l6| ActiO’Sullivan

3864
Across

the Plains ( . . )
ernof 3855
(For. West
Riders
the
[T]
Rio Grande)
R— May 13
Jack Randall

Drama
Call n(...)
Actio
Carroll-Movita

[19] Like
Musical
3837
Some
It Hot (G5)
Bob Hope-Shirley Ross
Gene Krupa
R — May 13

Unmarried
(66)
[26]
Drama
B.

Jones-H.

Stolen
|26|

[15] Outdoor Spectacle 801
Man
of Conquest (97)
Richard Dix-Gail Patrick-Edward
Ellis
R — Apr. 15

3838

Twelvetrees

Life (90)
Drama

E. Bergner-M.
R— Apr. 29

[15]
Western
866
Three Texas Steers ( . . )
The Three Mesquiteers

937

Voyage)

Ritter

YVolf
[lg|
John
J12]
Drama
3836
Hotel Imperial (80)
I. Miranda-R. Milland
R — Apr. 22

Bridal
(..)
[26] Suite
Comedy

|~2~]
Comedy
Gracie Allen Murder
(75)

Case

Gracie Allen
R
— May William
13
Warren

Girl

From

Anne
jjoj

Nowhere

Nagel-Warren
Melodrama

|~9~| Action Doctor
Drama
Fndercover
Lloyd

(. . )
Hull

Nolan- J. C.

(..)
Naish

Invitation to Happiness
I. Dunne-F. MacMurray

[is]

3864

Drama

Redgrave

The Zero Hour ( . . )
Drama
Frieda
[27] Inescort

S. O. S. Tidal

YVave

(. . )

R. Byrd-K. Sutton
[12] Action Drama

rn (..)
Southward
Ho!
Weste
|l8]

R.
|l2| Melodrama
Panama
Lady (65)
L. Ball-A. Lane
R — May 13

925

[12I
Musical
Rose of Washington
Square (86)
Alice Faye
Tyrone Power
A1 Jolson

942

R — May

Rogers-M.

Hart

[19]
Western
Racketeers
of the
Range (60)
Geo.

984

The Dove
(. . )
[26]
Melodrama
S. Duna-L.
Carrillo

926

The Com.
Gorilla
(..)
[26]
Melodrama
Ritz Bros.

944

-

O’Brien

[19]
Comedy
943
Boy Friend (70)
J. Withers-A. Whelan
R — May 13

[~2~1 Comedy
946
wood (60) Drama
Jones Family in HollyJed

Prouty

Shirley

Deane

[~9~|
Drama
Young Mr. Lincoln
Henry
Fonda
Marjorie Weaver

947
(. . )

Charlie

Chan

in Reno

948
|l6] Melodrama
S. (.Toler-Phyllis
Brooks
.)

13

(90)
Captain Fury
|26] Action Drama
Victor McLaglen- June
Lang-Brian
Aherne
R — May
13

a (. . )
Dram
They
Askedn for
It
[19] Actio
B. Lundigan-J. Hodges

The Sun Never Sets
Drama
Doug
jr.
[26] Fairbanks
Virginia

F.WARNER*

|l3] Action Drama YYTJ322
Torchy Runs for Mayor
(60)
Glenda Farrell
Barton
MacLane
R — April 1

|2p| Action Drama
FN364
You
Can’t Get Away
YY'ith Murder (78)
H. Bogart-Gale Page
R — Jan. 28

(..)

Field

[27] Action
Code
of theDrama
Secret FN374
Service (62)
R.
R — Reagan-R.
May 13

Towne

LLANEO

v MISCE
US
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BOXOFFICE

:: May

13, 1939

SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT.

THEATRES.

&Leatino 4Jou.*q

SERVICES

Classified Ads 10c Per Word, Payable in Advance.
GENERAL

EQUIPMENT

USED

DUO -SOUND MASTER” sound heads
with the gyro-stabilizer. Amplifiers with
copper oxide rectified DC exciter supply.
Speakers. Two-way horn systems. If not
at your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
YOUR

CREDIT

IS

GOOD

AT

S.O.S.

Quality equipment — Low prices — easy time
payments — this unbeatable combination is
yours for the asking. S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

NEW

performance. 1,000% customer satisfaction; silent operation; low first cost;
low operating cost. Write for testimonial
folder and prices. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

DUO “SOUND MASTER”— The Golden
Voice of the Silver Screen. New low cost
economy and junior models. If not at
your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
DUO

“LIGHT MASTER” super low intensity projection lamps. More light at no
increase in operating cost. If not at your
dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
AIR CONDITIONING

ATTRACTIVE PRICES on new and
slightly used air conditioning units, air
filters, washers, blowers, compressors
(refrigeration), cooling coils, heating coils,
motors, pumps, stokers. Cash or deferred
payments on approved credit. Write us
your requirements. Conditioned Air Co.,
926 N. Cass St.. Milwaukee, Wis.
12,000 CFM
BLOWER,
ONLY
Complete with pulleys, variable

speed drive, Fafnir Bearings. Ideal for 550seat house. Other sizes proportionately
reduced. S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp.,
New York.

THEATRE

RAINBOW

MIST

REBUILT

pedestals,

single

PROJECTORS.
bearing

•

WANTED

THEATRE
WANTED
— Buy, lease or
rent; small town theatre. J. M. Highfill.
Boonville, Mo.

move-

ments, front shutters, 2000’ magazines, including a pair of Preddy’s rebuilt low intensity reflector arc lamps. $475.00 takes
it all. Special bargain price — tickets 24c
per roll or pad of 2,000 each. Minimum
order, 15 rolls or pads. WESTERN
FEATURE FILMS, 1018 South Wabash Ave.,
Chicago.

POSITIONS

WANTED

AT

LIBERTY — Projectionist; experienced; do lettering; married, sober, references. B-1115, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

BARGAIN — Two large sized second-hand
Lakeside Blowers for theatre cooling.
PROJECTIONIST
— Long experience;
sober; reliable. Frank Smith, Girard, Kansas.

WANT 35mm camera; also 20 watt theatre amplifier. F. Shafer, Washington, Ind.

THEATRE

FOR SALE — Cut-Awl machine. Cost
$125.00 new. Guaranteed excellent condition. $37.50. B-1116, Boxoffice, 4704 E.
9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

THEATRE

Supt., Union Ridge
burg, Texas.

School,

Route

chairs;
Moody,

USED

THEATRE

CHAIRS,

75c

Choice of thousands veneer, upholstered— American Seating, Ideal, Irwin,
etc. All excellent value. Write S.O.S.
Supply

Corp., New

SEAT

MANAGER

at lib-

FREE — The 1938-39 Picture Guide combined with the Date and Record Book is
yours

with

a

office — only

year’s subscription
$2.00

a

year

(52

to Box-

issues).

Pro-

vides for all bookkeeping, dating, advertising and exploiting pictures. Write Subscription Department, Boxoffice, 4704 E.
9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

York.

BINGO

RECOVERING

ARTIFICIAL LEATHER
MOLESKIN—
81c per yd.; Sateen, 60c yd. Six seats
from two yards. Samples on request.
Commercialeather,
ton.

OR

BOOKS

up!

Cinema

PROJECTIONIST

3, Pitts-

4,000 used American, Heywood and Irwin chairs with upholstered spring-cushion seats; excellent condition; priced very
reasonable. Cinema Seating Co., 4431 N.
Kimball, Chicago, 111.
GOOD

$500.00 to

erty. 12 years’ experience. Age, 30; married; reliable. References; go anywhere.
Wooten, 3101 W. French, San Antonio,
Texas.

CHAIRS

WANTED — 400 good used veneer
must be bargain. Address Olin

MANAGER— Have

invest with service. 12 years’ experience.
Married. B-1117, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th
St., Kansas City, Mo.

116 Merrimac

CARDS

$2.00 Per Thousand
Write today ior sample card and
complete information.
BOX 1100. ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS
4704 East Ninth St., Kansas City, Mo.

St.. Bos-

TICKETS

UNEXCELLED QUALITY— 50 rolls stock
tickets, $12.50; 20 rolls, $5.80; 100,000 special printed rolls or machine tickets,
$14.90. Shipping charges paid to 1,000
miles. Cash with order. Kansas City Ticket
Co., Dept. B, 1717 Wyandotte St., Kansas
City, Mo.
SPRAY

SIMPLEX

point

THEATRES

EQUIPMENT

WEATHER—

100%

NEW
$98.50.

2
3

S1.00. Display Rates on Request

Price — $140.00 each, complete with motors.
Write LANDERS
THEATRE,
Springfield,
Mo.

EQUIPMENT

Air Conditioning— MAGIC

Minimum

Nozzles,

IS

YOUR

HANDY

BOXOFFICE.
4704 East Ninth St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

water

CLASSIFICATION

“AD

ORDER”

(Send Order)
Cash
With

BLANK

10c a word
4 insertions
at price of 3

Kindly insert the following ad
HOUSE" section, running through ALL

NOZZLES
Spray

HERE

times in your "CLEARING
eight sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:

Blind ads — 10c extra to cover cost of postage.
WANTED:

broken

to the finest spray possible; foolproof. Lots of 100 or more, 32c. Silent
steel rotor blowers and washed air units.
Dealers Wanted. G. A. Peterson, 2620
Charlotte St., Kansas City, Mo.
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DORIS

HULL WESTON KIKUME DOWNING
Screen play by Joseph F. Poland, Basil Dickey, Ned Dandy
Directed by SAM

NELSON

and NORMAN

DEMING

THEY

SAW THE PICTURE

This advertisement uas prepared prior to publication
of the Neu> York reviews
JAMES

HILTON

(author of the novel) —

''Goodbye Mr. Chips' is an author's
dream fulfilled — a picture that does for him
practically all that he would like to do for
himself if he owned a studio and had a million dollars to spare

The

ALEXANDER WOOLLCOTT
("The Town
Crier," author and critic) — “The best moving
picture I have ever seen . A beautiful and perhaps immortal story has been translated
from one medium to another with tenderness

opening,
the same

SPEN

Mr. Chips-.''

CER TRACY

appeal-

EDDIE CANTOR
(actor) — “One of the
greatest, if not the greatest motion picture
I have ever seen.”
MARC CONNELLY
(playwright)—" The
best sentimental picture I've ever seen.”
WALTER

WINCHELL

(columnist)

launched in
showmanship

HELLO MR.
EXHIBITOR!

(actor) — “lean remember

no greater performance.”
LILLIAN GISH (actress) — "More
ingly tender than the book.”

Astor

manner as “Pygmalion,”
forecasts another nationwide triumph.

and imagination and genius . . . the most
moving of all moving pictures is the one
called 'Goodbye

sensational

—

Orchids to M-G-M's 'Goodbye Mr. Chips'
— destined to make movie hit history

GOODBYE

MOSS HART (playwright) — "I have seen
about four really great pictures in my life
'Goodbye
JIMMIE

Mr. Chips' is one of them.”
FIDLER (radio commentator)

“It’s a picture to remember
ED SULLIVAN

always.”

(columnist) —

bet that 'Goodbye
Academy Award

Mr

Make

MR.

a smai 1

Chips' will win the

CHIPS is the greatest
thing that could happen
for the benefit of the entire

M-G-M’s STAR POWER

in’39-’40!

With Robert Donat’s performance as “Mr. Chips”
already prophesied for the Academy Award —
with Greer Garson, an overnight sensation —

motion

picture industry!

M-G-M’s galaxy of great stars is even further
strengthened. Never in the history of films has
any one company offered its customers
wealth of personalities!
DIRECTED

BY

SAM

such a

WOOD

Screen Play by R. C. Sherriff, Claudine West
and Eric Maschwitr. Produced by Victor Saville

be prouder than ever to
you’ll
(and
be
an M-G-M showman!)
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FROM a theatre and a town bearing a name that

raises faint recollections, if no more, of a deep-rooted
and stirring American air, there came a letter recently
to the Warner exchange in Charlotte. J. F. Schlez of the
Columbia Theatre at Columbia, North Carolina, was its
author and this is what he was writing about:
Our

KANN

Editor-in-Chief

Member
Audit Bureau of Circulations

york

SHLYEN
Publisher

PUBLICATIONS

34

May

BEN

BY

reason

SCHLEZ

For instance and to go further, it might be worthwhile
learning where Mr. Schlez ordered that ivory tower in
which he apparently sits or maybe he just doesn't
know what "Confessions of a Nazi Spy" is all about.
He seems to think it deals with "European squabbles."
In a way, it might be said such a construction could be
placed on the contents of this impressive and courageous

for cancelling 'Nazi Spy' is that this is a
propaganda film. After showing 'Blockade,' we swore
off. The prime purpose of any theatre is to entertain.

and vastly exciting film. It is far-fetched, but maybe
Mr. Schlez has to be cautious, surrounded as he is on
all sides by those Aryan Indians.

Our patrons are 100% native stock and don't care for
European squabbles. Of course we are all sorry for the
existing conditions over there, but that is all. Senator
Reynolds has already told how we feel about it and he
is right.

As a matter of actual fact, the picture which Mr. Schlez
says he will not play but which Sears insists he will
ought to be one that this exhibitor, and any and all other
exhibitors, should want to run on several counts. On

"We are NOT showing 'Nazi Spy.' "
In due course, the communication reached New York.
In his capacity of general sales manager, Gradwell L.
Sears made this reply:
"Having personally seen ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy,'
I was under the impression that the subject matter of this
film was confined to subversive activities in the United
States. Your patrons being 100% native stock, it occurs
to me that they should be particularly interested in any
attempt by foreign agents
tem of government.

to despoil the American

sys-

"In my opinion to deprive your patrons of the opportunity of viewing this film is exercising a censorship
which may be unwanted and unnecessary. The writer,
being also of 100% native stock, insists that you play
this picture as per your agreement."
We would like to learn more about Mr. Schlez and so,
instead of writing him a letter, we propose addressing
him right here in the column.
He furnishes interesting information

about

the natives

of Columbia, North Carolina, which, no doubt, they don't
know themselves. In describing his patrons as "100%
native stock," without prior warning he springs the startling information they are all Indians down his way.
Ethnographers, who spend their time studying man,
geographically and descriptively, will be glad to get the
dope. This also suggests it might be interesting to find
out how those Columbia natives react to such antiredskin enterprises as "Stagecoach"

and

"Union

Pacific."

his own

premise, which

is correct that the "prime purpose

of any theatre is to entertain," the gentleman
bia is strolling off his own home plate.

from Colum-

"Confessions of a Nazi Spy" is entertainment, it is the
opinion of a number of people who usually know. Moreover, it is excitingly different entertainment. It may not
have its boy getting his girl, but it is loaded with one
dynamite charge after another and packs more wallops
than a whole carload of ordinary Hollywood output.
If Mr. Schlez

is the sort of exhibitor who

believes

in

community obligation, he ought to know this, too: That
the film he maintains he will not play is one that his
pure Americans have a right to see. It concerns them,
even in Columbia, North Carolina. It concerns all of the
Columbias no matter where located throughout the
nation.
We

do

not seek to argue down the exhibitor's prerogative to determine what he proposes showing on his
screen. We do say, however, that he must be aware
of the obligation that travels hand in hand with his
privilege of censorship; that he must exercise intelligence
in the manner by which he applies it; that he must remember his public has very considerable rights which
cannot be underestimated, glossed over or forgotten.
Mr. Schlez will get the point.

We

hope.

EXHIBITOR, DISTRIBUTOR CRITICISM OF UA'S
WITHDRAWAL FROM TRADE PRACTICES BREWS
same

May Cite Other Company
Profit Sharing Setups
Who

Approve

Pact

Minneapolis — Withdrawal of United Artists from the trade practice pact faces
sharp

criticism from Allied men, independents and possibly by several distributors

at Allied’s national convention
Nicollet Hotel June 13-15.
Reports

have

it that about

ago, Murray Silverstone,
istrative executive, gave

at

the

four months

UA's top adminhis assurance to

position

at Universal.

If it is true that Columbia, M-G-M.
RKO and Universal are in the same position as UA, although all these producers
do not finance their own productions, the
contention is that the four companies are
in the same boat as UA. And still they
are willing to go along.
It is understood Rodgers will speak for
Kent and 20th-Fox when he outlines the
distributors’
draft.

unequivocal

support

of

the

Independent companies such as Republic, Monogram and Grand National, while
not parties to the pact, undoubtedly will
follow in the footsteps of the major companies in granting concessions. At least,
that is the belief here with the convention
less than a month away.

the distributor’s committee that his company would be a party to the covenant.
Attorneys for the company sat in on practically all of the Hays office conferences
when provisions of the pact were being
formulated. Later, it is understood, Silverstone declared withdrawal on advice
of counsel and because of the individual
producer policy under which UA conducts
its sales.

Reports have it a number of Allied units
will go on record asking for a new Allied
negotiating committee to be named at the
convention. Max A. Cohen, Allied of New

Unofficially answering the UA stand are
those who point to RKO with at least six
independent producers who would receive

this an issue of his organization’s first annual get-together at the Astor, New York.
May 23-25. There is some doubt whether
Cohen will attend the local conclaves since

percentages of the profits on their pictures. They also single out M-G-M which
has a number of producers on the lot who
either get bonuses every quarter based on
the operations of Loew’s and for which
they turn pictures which reflect the earnings of the company. There are also said
to be one or two producers at Culver City
who receive a percentage of the profits on
their films.
Frank Capra, for Columbia, is cited as
another instance of a producer sharing in
the returns of his pictures. It is believed
John Stahl and Harry Edington are in the

York head, is among the first to insist on
this and is understood planning to make

he is not

in sympathy

with

many

of the

York — Col. Harry A. Cole, president of national Allied, and Abram F.

Myers,

general

counsel,

will address

the

local Allied convention Wednesday afternoon at the Astor Hotel. Cole will be the
first speaker.
Frank Lydon will preside at the eastern
regional conference Tuesday morning. An
open
on

meeting will be held in the afternoon at which there will be a committee
resolutions appointed, delegates to the

national convention in Minneapolis elected, and general business conducted. All
delegates will have the opportunity of visiting Broadway theatres in the evening.
In addtion to the Cole and Myers addresses. the agenda for Wednesday calls

4

proval of the draft at the open forum.
Slated to be on hand are William

F.

Rodgers, general sales manager for
M-G-M;
Ned E. Depinet, vice-president
in charge of RKO
distribution; Neil F.
Agnew,

vice-president
mount sales coming

and head of Paradirectly from the

company’s annual sales meetings in
Los Angeles; Gradwell L. Sears, president of Vitagraph; A. Montague, general
sales chieftain of Columbia. In addition,
William A. Scully, vice-president and sales
manager for Universal; E. L. Kuykendall,
MPTOA
head; Harry Brandt, president
of the ITOA of New York, are scheduled
among the other speakers.

No Personalities to Be
Named at Allied Forum
New York — Speakers at the open forum
of the Allied of New York convention on
May

25 will be asked to refrain from indulging in personalities when discussing

national organization’s policies.
With the convention dates nearing, it is
reported one major company has not yet
been converted to acceptance of the clause
on reallocations. But, it is added, this

the pros and cons of the trade pact. Principally, the forum is designed to answer
the question whether or not the industry

company’s sales manager will appear here
and personally assure full cooperation on
furthering the principles of the draft.

a general discussion of the industry’s problems and what can be done to settle them

With

the exception

of Sidney

R. Kent,

president of 20th Century-Fox, the
distributors’ negotiating committee
trade pact is expected to appear
convention and unanimously voice

entire
on the
at the
its ap-

Cole, Myers on Speaker List
For New York Allied Meet
New

Negotiating Committee
Expected to Appear
At Allied Meet

to the World’s Fair. A matinee showing of
"The American Way" is scheduled for the
women.
The main topic on Thursday’s program
will be the open forum, scheduled to begin at 2 p. m., sharp. The women may
and

or should not have government regulation. The talks will also be keyed to

without

government

interference.

Such

members of the distributors’ negotiating committee as William F. Rodgers
of M-G-M, Ned E. Depinet of RKO, Gradwell L. Sears of Warner and other sales
managers, including Neil F. Agnew of
Paramount, William A. Scully of Universal
are expected to appear on the dais at the
open forum.
Critics of the draft

for a report by the grievance and resolutions committees, a discussion of insurance economy and at night an official visit

either listen to the pros

should

cons

of self-

regulation in the industry or visit “Kiss
the Boys Goodbye” at the Henry Miller.
At 7 p. m., a cocktail party will be held
in the reception hall of the grand ballroom. An hour later the first annual dinner is scheduled and dancing will begin
at 10:30.

will be answered

in

no uncertain terms, according to pre-convention reports. The UA situation, resulting from withdrawal of trade pact negotiations, is on the agenda for a thorough
airing. Whether Murray Silverstone, top
executive,

or

head

recently

and

Harry

Gold,

elected

eastern

sales

vice-president,

will appear to explain the company’s stand
is not known. Notwithstanding, considerable resentment appears on the local
Allied horizon because of the UA stand
and. despite Silverstone’s explanation of
policy, members of the Allied organization are not satisfied.
Politics will play little part in the convention of the local Allied setup. Col.
H. A. Cole, president of the national organization; Harry Brandt, head of the
ITOA; and several other important inforum. dustry speakers will be heard at the open
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SPONSORS OF ALLIED BOOKING COMBINE OGLE
TOP SALES EXECUTIVES IN FILM BOYER HUNT
Said to Have Approached
Metro Sales Manager
In Special Effort
Minneapolis — Interests purportedly behind the much publicized buying and
booking combine, which would include
approximately 2,500 Allied as well as independent theatres not affiliated with the
exhibitor association, are reliably reported to have approached William F. Rodgers,
general sales manager of M-G-M, and a
number of other important distributor
executives with a view to taking over
the key post as film buyer. In no instance
has the proposal advanced further than the
preliminary stage.
A special effort was made to secure
Rodgers, it is said, because of the record
and goodwill he has created for himself
in the past few years. Another angle
linked with the offer to the M-G-M sales
manager is reported to be the desire on
part of Allied leaders to make up for the
loss of Henderson M. Richey, former business manager of Allied in Michigan, and
now field contact for RKO.
Col. H. A.
Cole and other Allied spokesmen were
seriously considering the possibility of
making

Richey executive secretary of national Allied when he dropped out of
Michigan. Also, it was hoped he would
eventually fit into the scheme of top buyer
for the proposed combine.
“On

Other

Side Too

Long”

In

rejecting the offer, Rodgers is understood to have told friends he has been
on the other side of the fence too long to
start switching. He has been with M-G-M
for more than 15 years and prior to that
was with Samuel Goldwyn under the late

which

lawyers

are said to be working

night

and

day to have ready in time. Sales managers met early in the week in New York
with attorneys going over the arbitration
plan

and

ironing out as many of the objectionable points possible to conform with

distributors’ viewpoints. The essential factor, after the machinery is decided upon,
is how to get all exhibitors in the field to
voluntarily affix signatures in order to
make it all inclusive.
The

proposed

buying

combine

is not

new. It first was brought up at Allied’s
Milwaukee confab by Cole and turned
down. Since then several new units have
aligned with the national organization,
such as Allied of New York, California
and Oklahoma City, and others are in
prospect for 100 per cent representation
in every state of the union. The buying
and booking plan will come up again and
the new units will be asked to vote in addition to the others which may have changed their opinions in the last two years.
Some Allied interests hold that, while
the plan might conceivably be effective,
monopolistic phases might creep in which
would nullify the purpose and intent.
That is to say, attempts may be made to
coerce distributors to deal with the combination by threats made directly or indirectly. To this end several, if not the
majority of units, do not subscribe.
Major companies in the past have dealt
with local combines where the purpose has
been to make for better booking deals, but
where such combines have maneuvered to
sharply reduce rentals because of the buying power distributors have flatly ignored
them.

This has happened in several instances in recent years. Deals subsequently were made with distributors, but on
terms commensurate with the rentals of
previous years, if not better. Distributor
preference has always been to deal with

Felix F. Feist. Having had this long experience in selling, Rodgers is reported to
have stated he does not want to turn buyer at this day and age. Furthermore, one
of the great ambitions of the M-G-M sales
manager, according to friends, is to put
over the trade practice draft and avoid
regulation of the industry by outsiders.
To this end he is exerting every energy,
particularly in view of the fact S. R. Kent,
president of 20th-Fox,
trade pact situation

is less active in the
due to ill health.

Rodgers is chairman of the distributors’
sub-negotiating committee and will appear
here at the Allied convention, June 13-15,
at the Nicollet Hotel, not only for himself, but also for Kent, who will be en route
to South America.
Allied interests approached Rodgers
about the time his three-year contract expired with M-G-M.
His association with
the major assures, however, continuance
for another five years under a new arrangement, according to insiders.
When Rodgers appears here with other
industry leaders, he will have with him,
friends say, the final copy of the draft on
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Government
From

Speculate on Attitude of
Majors Toward Plan;
Not All Agreed
the individual

customer

directly.

It is argued by distributors that the trade
pact, if and when adopted, will give the
exhibitor many benefits such as the 20
per

cent cancellation privilege, elimination of score charge and virtual abandonment of preferred playing time. Today,

the maximum exhibitor benefit under 193839 contracts is the 10 per cent cancellation
clause.
Other advantages under the proposed
pact, in the distributor view, are far more
than exhibitors could secure in joining up
with booking and buying combines.
If, and when, the revived buying and
booking combination is discussed on the
convention floor, early sentiment indicates
now that it will be rejected quickly.

Latest Buying Combine
Is Formed in Milwaukee
Milwaukee — Edward F. Maertz, president and business manager of the IPTA,
in association with Max
Weisner, has
formed a new booking and buying combine, to be known as Theatre Service
Agency. It also will combat circuit theatre expansion in this territory.

98 Per Cent
of Cooperative's
Members
Renew,
Says Buermele
Detroit — Approximately 98 per cent of
the exhibitor members of Cooperative
Theatres of Michigan have renewed
tracts with the buying combine,

conCarl

Buermele, general manager, reveals. Only
five theatres operated by three exhibitors
have

not yet re-signed.

Still Shies Away

Designating

New

York — Despite distributor assurances neither reprisals nor intimidation
will be inflicted upon exhibitors whose
names are revealed as complainants in the
all-industry suit, the government continues,
legally, to stave off announcement of such
men, the theatres involved and the cities
in which they are located.

Witnesses

the order is not applicable

to consideration

of the present motion.”
In the Vocafilm suit, Judge Knox ordered the plaintiff to furnish, among particulars, names and addresses of producers
and

exhibitors

who

had

allegedly been

in-

data in the government’s bill of particulars
for a thorough preparation of the defense

jured or “destroyed” by the acts complained of. The government points out,
however, that in this action Vocafilm did
not have any business relations with the
individuals whose names are to be revealed at the time of the decision. But

on Judge Knox’s decision in the Vocafilm suit against A. T. & T„ Western Electric and Erpi, attorneys for the department

in the present case, it is argued the situation is changed by the fact negotiations
between distributor and exhibitor are con-

of justice state “a study of the motion
and moving affidavits in that case indicates

ducted daily and the complaints “are like( Continued on page 13)

With counsel for the major companies
basing their arguments for more specific

5

kL

lo
THERE is no villain in it. There

Published

Every

Associated

Editorial
York

Saturday

by

Publications

Offices: 9 Rockefeller

Plaza, New

City. Louis Rydell, Advertising Manager. Wm. Omstein, Eastern editor. Telephone Columbus 5-6370, 5-6371, 5-6372.

Cable address: “Boxoffice, New York.”
Western Offices: 6404 Hollyw'ood Blvd.,
Hollywood, Calif. Ivan Spear, Manager.
Telephone Gladstone 1186.
Publication Offices: 4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo. Telephone Chestnut 7777.
Other Associated Publications: Boxoffice
BAROMETER,
Boxoffice RECORDS,
Boxoffice

PICTURE

GUIDE,

published

annually; THE MODERN
THEATRE, published monthly as a section of Boxoffice.
ALBANY — 21-23

Walter

Are..

M.

Berrigan.

ATLANTA — -148
'Walton St., N. W., Lee Fuhrman,
Southeastern editor. Telephone Walnut 7171.
BOSTON — 14 Piedmont
St., Brad
Angier,
England editor. Telephone Liberty 9305.

New

BUFFALO — Thd Courier-Express, "W. E. J. Martin.
CHARLOTTE — The Observer, Mary B. Parham.
CHICAGO — 332 S. Michigan Are., Eugene D. Rich,
Central editor. 'Telephone Wabash
4575.
CINCINNATI — 127 Tremont St., Ft. Thomas, Ivy.,
Clara Hyde. Telephone Highland 1657.
CLEVELAND- — 3 28 05
Cedar
Road,
Cleveland
Heights, Elsie L6el>. Telephone Fairmount 0046.
DALI, AS — 210 S. Harwood,
western editor. Telephone
DENVER — 319
DES

S. Clarkson

MOINES — 1700

V. W.
7-3553.

Crisp,

St., J. A.

Rose.

Grand,

DETROIT — 424 Book
phone Cadillac 9085.

Rene

Bldg.,

H.

South-

McCluslcey.
F.

Reves.

Tele-

HOLLYWOOD — 6404 Hollywood Blvd., Ivan Spear,
Western editor. Telephone GLadstone
1186.
INDIANAPOLIS—
Rossiter.

444

North

Illinois

St.,

Don

R.

KANSAS
CITY— 4804 East Ninth St., Jesse Shlyen,
Midwest editor. Telephone CHestnut 7777.
LITTLE
ROCK — P.
Telephone 3-0156.
MEMPHIS — 399

So.

O.

Box

Second

253,

Lynn

St., Caroline

Hubbard.
Miller.

MILWAUKEE— 210 East
Michigan
St.,
Brunner. Telephone Kilbourn 6670-J.

H.

MINNEAPOLIS—

Wolff.

507

Essex

Bldg.,

Maurice

C.

NEW
HAVEN — 42 Church St., Suite 915, Gertrude
Pearson. Telephone 6-4149.
NEW
ORLEANS — 1509 Bodenger
Blvd., J. W.
Leigh. Telephone Algiers 1495.
NEW
YORK
CITY — 9 Rockefeller Plaza, William
Ornstein, Eastern editor. Telephone Columbus
5-6370, 5-6371, 5-6372.
OKLAHOMA
CITY — P. O. Box 4547, E. W. Fair.
Telephone 7-1038.
OMAHA — 4677 Marcy St., Monte Davis.
PHILADELPHIA
—
903
Manning
St., Joseph
Shaltz.
PITTSBURGH— 1701 Blvd. of the Allies, R. F.
Klingensmith. Telephone Atlantic 4858.
PORTLAND,
ORE. — The News-Telegram,
D. W.
Polivka.
ST. LOUIS — 5149 Rosa Ave.,
Telephone Flanders 3727.

David

F.

Barrett.

SALT
LAKE
CITY — 605 Utah
Savings &
Trust
Bldg., Viola B. Hutton. Telephone Hyland 4359.
SAN FRANCISCO — 1095 Market St., Nathan Cohn.
Telephone Market 6580.
SEATTLE — 2417 Second Ave., Joe Cooper. Telephone Elliott 8678.
WASHINGTON — 1426 G. St., Earle
IN CANADA

A.

Dyer.

CALGARY,
ALTA. — The Albertan, Wm.
Campbell.
EDMONTON,
ALTA.— The Bulletin. W. A. DeGraves.
HAMILTON,
O. — 20 Holton Ave., N., Hugh Millar.
LONDON,
O. — Free Press, Chas. E. Carruthers.
MONTREAL,
QUEBEC — 4330 Wilson Ave., N. D. G .
Roy Carmichael. Telephone Walnut
5519.
REGINA,
SASK. — The Star, Andy McDermott.
ST. JOHN,
N. B. — 161 Princess St. D. Fetherston.
TORONTO,
ONTARIO — 242 Millwood Road, Milton
Galbraith.
VANCOUVER,
B. C.— 615 Hastings, C. P. Rutty.
VICTORIA,
B. C. — 350 Robertson, Tom
Merriman.
WINNIPEG,
MAN. — 709 Selkirk Ave., Ben Lepkin.

6

is no menace. It is a story of
a gentleman of moderate learning
and its background is an English
public school. In point of action and
things that happen, this film could
be described as almost static.
Yet, all of these elements, without
one or more, and certainly without
none, the ordinary attraction would
never leave the ground, fall into a
curious and astonishing unimportance in a celluloid gem made, not
in Hollywood, but in London.
"Goodbye, Mr. Chips" is its title;
M-G-M, its producer; Robert Donat,
its brilliant star, and Sam Wood, its
accomplished director.
According to title, the spirit of the
late Irving Thalberg moves among
the shadows of this superb film.
Sidney Franklin, by another title, is
credited with casting his influence
over rt. Metro, of course, ought to
know, and with its disbursement of
honors there is no argument, quite
naturally. But there is room, and
much of it, for those others who figure in more directly — Victor Saville,
as the producer; R. C. Sherriff, Claudine West and Eric Maschwitz, for
the script; Greer Garson, as the feminine lead, and the cast which chiefly includes Terry Kilbum and Paul
Von Hemried.
Dominant, and easily so, is the
finely calibrated performance of
Donat as the English schoolmaster
who finds romance as he reaches
the middle road of his calm and uneventful life, to enjoy it fitfully and
briefly until death claims his wife
at childbirth. Thereafter, Donat continues, as he would, his apparently
pre-destined course at Brookfield
until, at 83, he finishes his span of
life, an honored and revered symbol
of a somewhat contemplative existence which, nevertheless, has found
room for gentle humor and fun.
"Goodbye, Mr. Chips," from the
short novel by James Hilton, is faithful to its author. There were many
gaps which had been left on the
printed page for the reader to weave
the embroidery as his imagination
and his mood might have dictated.
This, easily, might have resulted in
irreverance to the general pattern
and, very conceivably, indeed, notes
false to the concept. But it must be
said, and it is said gratefully and
with appreciation, that the producer
avoided them all and, with skill and

complete understanding, rounded
the outline with additional detail
constantly in harmony.
Perhaps others are about who
may have essayed the part of Chips
as well. We would doubt that, having seen Donat now. In
ing characters from book
there is almost always
lost in the process and

transcribto screen,
something
frequently

a great deal. At least, the celluloid
individual somehow rarely matches
the individual created in the mind's
eye. Not so, however, in this case
and so far as this reporter is concerned. Donat creates a Mr. Chips
such as these eyes imagined the
man would be. It occurs at this
moment there might be something
additional to say about an acting
performance, but, if this should be
true, it fails to shape into words.
Miss Garson, new to this market,
is wholly delightful, intelligent and
adult. She contributes a great deal
to the merits of the film, as she will
to others from this same studio, only
provided

care and judgment are exercised in the selection of her mate-

rial.

Diiierent
There

is no desire, especially, to

be pinned against a wall of accurately gauged statistics. But, offhand for anyone qualified to deny
it, this department would conclude
most of America, conscious of the
identification or not, is familiar with
much or some of the music of "The
Mikado," famous Gilbert and Sullivan operetta.
Now, all of it is available from
"The Flowers That Bloom in the
Spring, Tra-la" to "Tit-Willow,
Tit-Willow" and "A Wandering
Minstrel, I" to "Three Little Maids
From School, Are We" and "Behold
the Lord High Executioner." And it
is done charmingly and well against
fine Technicolor, good voice by Kenny Baker as Nanki-Poo; amusing
goings-on by Martyn Green, as KoKo; Sydney Granville, as Pooh-Bah;
John Barclay, as the Mikado, and
the pleasantries of an appealing
Jean Colin as Yum- Yum.
Directed by Victor Schertzinger
and

adapted, conducted and produced by Geoffrey Toye, authority
on Gilbert and Sullivan, this version
will offend no Savoyard and please
(Continued

on page
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ANTI-TRDST SUIT MARKET IS FLOURISHING;
TEN ALREADY LODGED SINCE YEAR STARTED
Minimu
of $14,462,
000 is
Sought; m Some
Settled

Gov't

Before Trial Date

Pace

New

York — Ten

anti-trust

In only one of the dozen actions does
the government appear as the complainant.
This is the most recent action filed in
Oklahoma City.
The two clearance suits settled out of
court involved Prank Moscato, Jackson
Heights, L. I., independent, and Paul Gusdanovic, Cleveland exhibitor. A third action had been planned in this territory
by Prefect Theatres on the Pickwick,
Greenwich, but a tentative readjustment
of the Skouras, Loew and RKO protection in Westchester county forestalled
filing of the complaint. However the arrangement is not working out as well as
Bill Brown and Clarence Loewe, heads
of Prefect, expected and another change
is expected to be sought in September
when the new selling season becomes effective.
in Canada

Lately

Incidentally, not one action has been
brought in Canada in the four months.
Suits filed before the first of the year
and on which there has been considerable activity in the last few months include the Momand action in Oklahoma
City, Morse & Rothenberg, Boston; Herman Weingarten, Miami; Orange County
Theatres, Newburgh, N. Y., and the government action against B&K in Chicago.
Complainants and defendants and sums
sought in the 12 actions follow:
Kenneth Gorham, through George S.
Ryan, attorney, is seeking $900,000 damages in a monopoly suit against Samuel
Kurson, head of the Graphic Circuit, with
Paramount, Universal, Columbia, Loew’s,
20th-Fox, Warner, RKO and UA as defendants. Action filed in Vermont.
Herman Weingarten of the Washington
and Garden Operating Co. of Miami has
instituted an anti-trust action against
Wometco, Paramount and major distributors asking for $432,000 damages. Seeks

8

Unhappy

OI All-Industry

Over

Action

suits charg-

ing major companies with conspiracy and
monopolistic tactics and two other actions
seeking adjustments on clearances were
started since the first of the year, a
checkup by Boxoffice reveals. A minimum
total of $14,462,000 is sought.
Two clearance suits have been settled
and withdrawn from court calendars. In
both instances, exhibitors did not seek
damages, but protection on bookings. A
third suit on clearance, the Herman and
Mrs. Golden action in Indianapolis seeking $180,000 triple damages, has been tentatively settled. After a preliminary agreement had been reached with attorneys for
the major companies, the plaintiffs struck
for better terms and the case has been
returned to the federal court docket.

None

Reported

New

York — Unofficial

reports

circulat-

ing through distributors’ legal quarters
have it the government is not so happy
over the manner in which the all -industry
suit, and other anti-trust actions as well,
is progressing.
Department of justice agents are reportedly finding it difficult to obtain sufficient evidence to establish what they view
as “air-tight” cases. This is understood
to have developed on two counts. One
traces to the alleged hesitance on the part
of exhibitors who are regarded by the government as desirable witnesses to testify
against the major companies listed as defendants in the chief suit. The other is
the general desire on the part of exchanges to straighten out disputes over
clearances when such instances are brought
to their attention.
The situation on witnesses developed
before Federal Judge William O. Bondy
here about two weeks ago when Paul Williams, special assistant attorney general,
bitterly fought efforts on the part of
lawyers for the defendant companies to
compel the government to divulge the
names of its witnesses. The majors argued
the information was essential in the preparation of its defense. The government
maintained that, in the doing, its witnesses

would be subjected to intimidation and
economic duress by the distributors. This,
it wall be recalled, was hotly denied in
affidavits submitted by Sidney R. Kent for
20th Century-Fox, William F. Rodgers for
Loew’s, Gradwell L. Sears for Warner, Ned
E. Depinet for RKO, Neil F. Agnew for
Paramount, Louis D. Frohlich for Schwartz
and Frohlich as attorneys for Columbia,
and in an unsigned affidavit filed on behalf of Universal by Chadbourne, Hunt,
Jaeckel and Brown. At the same time,
all of these companies assured the court
no exhibitor need fear reprisals of any description.
At the same time, the willingness of distributors generally to work out clearance,
zoning and other complaints is regarded
as appreciably reducing conspiracy angles
and thereby making it increasingly difficult for the government to line up and
hold witnesses.
Insofar as lawyers for the companies
may be concerned, privately they point to
lack of sufficient bona fide evidence as
the reason which, in their opinion, is
further delaying additional suits despite
the advance word, widely publicized, that
the department of justice plans a total of
nine or 10 anti-trust actions such as the
case filed
homa City. against the Griffiths in Okla-

to reduce clearance of 150 dayk to one
week.
Edmund G. Pollard of the Opera House,
Rumford, Me., has filed an anti-trust suit
against major companies and Maine and
New Hampshire Theatres, seeking $100,000

and Columbia for $14,400,000 damages.
Plaintiffs operate the two theatres in
Sylacauga, Ala., and one in Dublin, Ga„
claiming they were forced to liquidate at
a loss when defendant companies sold to
ville.
Roy Martin, circuit operator in Milledge-

damages and alleging he is “deprived of
reasonable protection.”
Suit has been filed in the Maine district court against the Graphic Theatre
circuit and major distributors for $200,000 each by Frank LePage, operating
Millinocket Theatre, Millinocket, Me.

C. F. Millett, formerly with Publix and
now operating the State, Bridgeton, Me.,
independently, has begun an anti-trust
action, seeking $100,000, against Samuel
and Newell Kurson and Minnie Kurson,
Sidney E. and Etta Epstein, Vitagraph,
RKO, UA and Columbia. George S. Ryan,
who is handling the Frank LePage and
Kenneth Gorman suits against the same
defendants, is attorney for Millett.
Herman L. and Mrs. Golden, who have
the Golden and Parker theatres on the
east side of Indianapolis, are asking $180,000 triple damages in a conspiracy suit
filed against Vitagraph, 20th-Fox, RKO,
Paramount, UA, Columbia, Charles M.
Walker and Alonzo E. Walker of the Irving Theatre, and Joseph Cantor of the
Rivoli and Emerson, east side houses. The
contention is the plaintiffs have been unable to procure films for their two units.
Frank Ford of Evanston 111., has insti(Continued on page 10)

George S. Ryan is the plaintiff’s attorney
and individual defendants listed include
Samuel Kurson, Newell Kurson, Minnie
Kurson, Sidney Epstein and Etta Epstein,
operating 17 theatres in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont.
Frank Moscato started an action in the
N. Y. supreme court against 20th-Fox and
other distributors. This case was settled
in a few weeks with a revision of the
clearance setup as affects the Colony and
Polk in Jackson Heights, L. I. No specific damages were sought.
In Atlanta, John W. and Mrs. Gertrude
Peck filed an action against A. C. Bromberg and seven majors, Paramount, RKO,
Vitagraph, M-G-M, 20th-Fox, Universal
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Injects Religious
Issue Into 'Spy'
New

York — Asserting

“numerous

and

thorough investigations of the Bund have
all failed to show our slightest advocacy
of a destruction of the U. S. Constitution

or its Bill of Rights,” the German American Bund editorially ties in religious issues with “Confessions of a Nazi Spy.”
The comment appears on the first page
of “Deutsche Weckruf und Beobachter”
and “The Free American,” official organ
of the Bund and the German American
Business League, Inc.
“Nor have these investigations shown
any political or financial dependence of
the Bund upon any foreign power or its
agencies, because there is and has been
none and cannot be any!”
continues, and adds,

the editorial

“The great crime of the Bund consists
of its unequivocal and uncompromising
opposition to atheistic, international Jewish Bolshevism and all other subversive
internationalism, and of its bad habit of
calling the pestilence which is destroying
our country, our U. S. A., by its proper
name.
“For this simple reason, the powers that
be, at tremendous expense, are showing
the American public a film which brands
the German American Bund as a seditious, alien-minded organization, openly and
secretly fostering the overthrow of everything American, under orders of a foreign
government. And the authorities, which
know better (are they a part of the ‘powers that be’??) do nothing to stop it!
“Only the tremendous resources requir( Continued on page 16)
Italic indicates boldface
nal editorial.

caps in the origi-

Exclusive Scenes From the Film Kuhn Rants Over—
These are stills from “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” hitherto unreleased by Warner which has been maintaining a ban on this
and all photographic material from the picture. They depict, variously, a meeting of the Nazi propaganda ministry, a
meeting of the German- American Bund in New York, summer camps maintained by the Bund in New Jersey and elsewhere and members of the Gestapo, dreaded Nazi secret police operating on American soil. On the left. Paul Lukas, who
plays the head of the National Socialist espionage system in America, is shown conferring with the actor who plays Dr.
Paul Joseph Goebbels, German Minister of Propaganda, in re-enacted Berlin.
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MAJORS OPPOSING EFFORTS TO TILT HOARDS
UNDER ARBITRATION; PARITY WILL BE RULE
Plan for Personnel Setup
Advanced at Meeting
Of Sales Heads
New

York — Any

attempts

to alter the

balance of power on local arbitration
boards in favor of a particular group will
not be countenanced by distributors and,
according to a spokesman for the negotiating committee working on the draft,
there will be an even distribution of personnel, as stated in Boxoffice for May 6.
The confirmation of the first story followed on the heels of a meeting held Monday at the Astor by sales managers and
attorneys at which time arbitration and
rules for clearance and zoning were discussed. At the all-day session, an attorney for a major company with extensive
theatre affiliations proposed a plan whereby major circuits be given the right to
designate five of the exhibitors’ panel of
10 in territories where such circuits have
a dominant influence.
While National Theatres is not necessarily the company which brought up the
idea, the proposed plan, for example,
would take in areas like Milwaukee, Los
Angeles, Kansas City, Denver, Seattle and
give the circuit’s divisional operating heads
the power to select five theatre men to the
exhibitor panel. In territories, such as
New York and New England where Loew’s
and RKO are dominant, these circuits
would have the same prerogative. In
Philadelphia, Warners would have the
choice of selection.
Voted

It Down

But distributors voted the proposal down
and it is now history, the general consensus of opinion being such a plan would
defeat the purpose of equal economic division of personnel.
Tentative arbitration rules proposed by
the distributors’ negotiating committee
provide for a general panel of 20 with
distributors selecting 10 men and the exhibitor association functioning in the territory the other 10.
With only one plan submitted, that of
Allied in the middle of February when
Abram F. Myers, general counsel, asked
for evenly balanced boards drawn from
the economic divisions of the industry, no
other suggestions have been offered distributors. The committee has been working on its own plan and attempting to
combine recommendations made by Allied before finally adopting a workable arbitration system. Rules and regulations
for clearance and zoning occupied the
main discussions this week.
No word has been heard from Milton
C. Weisman, attorney for the ITOA, and
regarded in some circles as an authority
on arbitration, having formulated a plan
now in force in the dress industry. However, he will be given ample opportunity

10

Anti-Trust Market Is Bullish;
10 Actions Filed Since Jan. 1
(Continued

from page 8)

tuted an anti-trust action against the
major distributors, B&K and the Sam
Meyers circuit, asking treble damages without mentioning specific amounts. The
plaintiff contends his receipts dropped
$1,000 a week when he was forced back
a week on the Chicago release schedule.
Seeks jury trial. Operates the Stadium,
Evanston.
Lenrose Amusement Co. of New Jersey,
of which S. Robert Putterman and Benjamin Green are president and secretary,
respectively, has filed a triple damage suit,
asking $150,000 and naming the Hays
organization, Columbia, M-G-M, Loew’s,
Paramount, UA, Universal, Big U, Warners, Vitagraph, RKO
and 20th-Fox.
Company formerly operated Plaza, Newark, N. J.
Paul Gusdanovic of East Shore Theatre
Co., Cleveland, operating the La Salle,
petitioned Common Pleas Judge Lee Skeel
to enjoin 20th-Fox, M-G-M, Paramount,
UA and Universal from violating his clearance rights despite opening of Shore, competitive house. This has been settled
amicably.
From Dallas comes word of another
clearance suit, that of B. R. McLendon,
with two houses in Atlanta, Tex., which
follow two Paramount-Richards houses in
Texarkana by 30 days. With Pat S. Rus-

sell, Dallas, as his attoi’ney, McLendon
seeks an injunction against majors and at
the same time requests the privilege of
dating films without regard to outside influence.
The government during the last of April
filed an anti-trust suit in Oklahoma City
listing as defendants the major companies
and Griffith Amusement and Consolidated
Theatres, claiming restraint of trade.
Los Angeles Conspiracy
Suit Dismissed by Court
Los Angeles — Conspiracy to withhold
first run product from the Mission, charged in a suit brought in federal court here
by D. Scheinman and Kinema-Mission
Corp., against FWC and Lola Gentry, partners in the Gentry, has been dismissed.
The plaintiffs charged FWC and its partner with violation of the clearance and
zoning regulations.
Reports here have it Milton B. Arthur,
head of Cabart, and partner with FWC in
one or two situations, is planning to file
a clearance action against the Skourasoperated circuit here, the allegations involving Cabart houses not affiliated, but
in competition to FWC.
New Haven Columbia Manager
Testifies in Boston Suit
Boston — Tim

O’Toole,

lumbia branch manager

to examine the plan for suggestions as
soon as the lawyers again put on paper
the decisions of the negotiating committee.
While delays become necessary because
of the intensive work involved, distributors feel that, before another draft is sent
out, all phases of it, including arbitration,
should be “fool proof” and readily acceptable to exhibitors. Some exhibitors have
their own interpretations of the meaning
“fool proof” and are willing to work along
with distributors, making suggestions for
changes as the occasion may arise. Other
independent operators are of the opinion
that no matter what the concessions they
will reflect in ulterior motives on part of
the companies granting them.
All during the behind-closed-door sessions among distributors, the concessions
have been seriously weighed with M-G-M,
Warners, Paramount, 20th-Fox and RKO
taking one side of the debate and Universal and Columbia the other side.
While it has been felt the 20 per cent
cancellations would seriously affect the
revenue of the two smaller majors, these
companies are priming for greater pic(Continued on page 16)

former

and now

local Co-

with the

company

in New Haven in a similar capacity, testified Thursday, along with
other major distributor representatives, before Philip Hendrick, U. S. district court
master, in the Morse & Rothenberg antitrust suit. George S. Ryan acted as attorney for the plaintiffs and Leonard
Picker of the Columbia home office came
on for the hearings.
The hearings are a consolidation of
seven anti-trust suits covering Newburgh
and Peekskill, N. Y.; Elizabeth, N. J.;
Providence, R. I.; Portsmouth and Nashua,
N. H.

A special report on each of the situations is being made by the master.

Majors Lose Three Motions
In Maine Anti-Trust Action
Boston — Federal

Judge

John

Peters

has

denied major distributors and the Graphic
circuit the three motions seeking to dismiss the $100,000 anti-trust action, that
certain parts of the bill of complaint be
stricken out and that George S. Ryan, attorney for the plaintiff, be ordered to file
a bill of particulars. Two Maine towns,
Bridgton and Millinocket, are involved
in the complaint.
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Capra May Continue
On Columbia Lot
Los Angeles — Despite reports to the
contrary, Prank Capra, ace producer-director on the Columbia lot, may continue
with the company after making “Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington.” That is the
general sentiment which prevails as the
third and final regional Columbia sales
meeting got under way Saturday at the
Ambassador Hotel with A. Montague, general sales manager, wielding the gavel.
Jerome Safron, western division head, is
assisting. Rube Jackter, Montague’s assistant, also is here.
Capra, according to reports around convention hall, receives a flat guarantee of
$100,000 a picture plus a percentage of the
profits. The guaranteed salary is said to
be charged against production costs. Another point brought up which is understood to have considerable significance is
the special reel being shown to the delegates. In the reel, Capra calls Harry
Cohn, president, on the telephone and
asks for something. The response indicates Capra can have anything on the lot
while working for Columbia.
Considerable importance is attached to
the exclusive signing of Wesley Ruggles
to a three-year contract for two pictures
a year. The first under the pact is “Arizona,” the Clarence Budington Kelland
serial which ran in the Saturday Evening
Post. The first Prank Lloyd picture under a deal to make two a year is “Tree
of Liberty.” Howard Hawks is set to
make “The Bigger They Are” with Cary
Grant. There are several other directors,
including Rouben Mamoulian and Alexder Hall from whom important films are
expected.

(Continued

from page

6)

count in this industry where indifferent stories, shoddily prepared, have

many who are, and don't know it,
or who are on the verge and awaiting the slightest of shoves to enroll
them in the already generous ranks.
There is, further, no way now of
learning whether Schertzinger, who
could not shake off directorial credit

and

from

the

city of
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and

topflight name and the difficulty is the job of finding the vehicle
to fit that name. Along comes
Towne now with the idea that the

cast ought to fit the story, not the
story horsed around to fit the cast.
This is the way it is normally done
in the theatre and, while it may not
be the routine in pictures, something

It Is the Thing
An imperishable by the name of
Shakespeare seems to have started
it. "And

Molnar

managed

a pretty

approaching the logic of the idea
ought to be attempted.
It does not necessarily follow that
the Towne-Baker combination will!
seek its mark by any concentration
on a buildup of unknown, or little
known, players. This is a part of
the plan, but also a part of it is a
selection of material which encom-

good job in keeping the 'play's the
thing' tradition alive, too," adds
Gene Towne. "That gives me two
pretty good predecessors to go by."
Towne, who has a reputation
among studios as an up-front guy
in the scrivening business, is mak-

have reported that he and his oldtime running mate, Graham Baker,

York — Absence

of the industry which so heavily depends upon them.
The perfect answer, naturally, is
the combination of good material

Shown on the same day as "Goodbye,lease
Mr. Chips,"
Universal's
new rechalks up two
for England
in
the one week. That would be a very
swell average, even for Hollywood.

(Continued from page 5)
ly to be subject to reprisals by the defendants or encouraged to testify reluctantly, if at all, at the trial.”
The government adds Erpi sold its servicing business and that since this company
had no economic power over those whose
names were to be furnished, the parallel
does not apply in the all-industry suit.
In opposing a reconsideration by Judge
William O. Bondy with respect to his decision the defendants were entitled to more
information than contained in paragraph
eight of the bill of particulars, government
counsel adds, actual experience by department of justice agents who have contacted
exhibitors convinces them submission of
names and properties would pave the way
for dire consequences.

New

placed a drag on boxoffice names
far beyond the load those important names should have to carry
for their own sake and in the cause

the hearing. For there is genuine enjoyment here, and along different and refreshing lines.

ing regular
appearances
at "21,"
talking
excitedly
and volubly,
also
at the drop of a hat about his new
deal. The news columns already

various major company attorneys on
Monday delayed filing distributor motions
for a further bill of particulars in the
government suit until the latter part of
the week.

permitted to slide through because of complete reliance upon the
weight of the star. This idea, an old
diehard custom, has further perpetuated the star system without which
the business would have tough going, it is true, but it also ought to be
remembered that the system has

for "One Night of Love," if he tried,
had fun doing "The Mikado" or not.
As a musician, he no doubt did. As
one who is supposed to have a
knowledge of what the public might
like, we know we did in the looking

Government Still Shies
From Listing Witnesses

Absence of Attorneys Is
Snag to Plea Filing

been

passes the opportunity to use established players provided they fit.
Towne, as per example, likes to fall
back on the case of Erich Von Stroheim about whose low estate, in

have organized "The Play's the
Thing Productions" and that George
J. Schaefer, strong on independent
production at RKO in the early days
of his presidential regime there, has
decided to give them a chance.
A couple of quizzical looks are
around. But the whole idea of permitting the play, the story or the
script to dominate is not nearly as
harum-scarum as may appear by
initial scanning. The instances defy

Expect Approximately 250
At Annual RKO Meeting
New

York

—

About

250

division

and

branch managers, salesmen and chief
bookers will attend the RKO international
sales convention slated June 19-22 at the
Westchester Biltmore Country Club in Rye.
Home office executives also will be on
hand. Several foreign heads now are en
route for the meetings. Ned E. Depinet,
vice-president in charge of distribution, is

Hollywood
somewhat

eyes, this column turned
mournful a few months;

ago. "If a part clearly calls for
Von Stroheim, why rewrite it, or
mess it up, merely to fit in Joe Zilch
whohishappens
under contract?"
is
manner toofbepresenting
it.
Why, indeed? This column has
never found a completely satisfactory
getting
too nice outdoorsreply.
now toIt's
keep
trying.
expected to leave for the coast the end of
the month for studio conferences with
George J. Schaefer, president, Pandro
Berman, in charge of production, and
other producers.
Paramount’s home office and eastern
sales force will leave June 4 for Los Ahgeles for the annual sales sessions which
get under way four days later at the Am-,
bassador Hotel. These meetings also wilt
be attended by at least seven foreign ex-,
ecutives, exclusive of home office personnel.
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over for tomorrow’s

ANGELS

HAVE
To

TELEGRAPH
WINGS’

is crackling,

Howard

Hawks

mite-laden

melodrama.

admiration

plus a nomination

other compensation

leave

day-dreams.”

N. T. MORNING
" 'ONLY

bill and

goes

for the Academy

electric, dynaour

profound

Award

and

all

for brilliant direction.”

N.Y. SUN “As exciting entertainment as the screen has to offer.
'ONLY

ANGELS

HAVE

WINGS’

keeps the audience

on its toes’.’

German

Travelogs

In Suppression
Hollywood — As

a

repercussion

Miss Warner’s unsuccessful efforts to gain
distribution locally through Selected Pictures, independent exchange which Shapiro operates.
The

suppressed film was “The Wandering Jew,” a feature-length talking picture, produced in England some five years
ago with Conrad Veidt in the title role.
Distribution for this territory was acquired
last fall by Selected Pictures, operated by
Shapiro, and was set for a booking in
Tally’s Criterion Theatre, downtown house,
then operating on a lease to Robert Lazarene, showman from northern California.
Acting on the belief that the picture placed
an unfavorable light on both Judaism and
Catholicism and would do considerable
damage, for that reason, if it was shown,
Ralph Cohn, an associate producer at Columbia studios who is prominently identified with the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League
and other progressive groups within the
industry, stepped in and persuaded Shapiro and Lazarene to cancel the deal.
Cohn declares he acted purely as a private individual and did not represent the
HANL or any other group when he arranged with Selected Pictures and Operator Lazarene to kill the booking; and explained further that Shapiro acceded
readily to the suggestion when, at Cohn’s
instance, he screened the picture and viewed it himself for the first time.
That the HANL played no official part
in the affair was confirmed by a League
official. This HANL attache said the film
“might be considered an indictment of
Jewry,” but admitted the League had taken
no action in regard to cancellation of the
booking. The picture at present is collecting dust on the shelves of the Selected
exchange, where Shapiro declares it will
remain.
At the same time, Shapiro denies that,
as reported in Boxoffice, it was pressure
from the HANL that caused him to reject Miss Warner’s proposition for distribution of the German travelogs. He declares that, upon viewing the shorts at a
special screening and observing the “made
in Germany” trademark, he simply informed Miss Warner that he would not undertake to handle them for that reason; although, like Miss Warner, he was of the
opinion that in the large sense they are
not indictable as propaganda. Shapiro
declares he wants it made clear that he
turned down the films before the HANL
intervened, and that the group’s claims
that pressure was brought to bear on him
are incorrect.

Plan Is Developed

on Coast
Enlist Police for

of the

exclusive story appearing in the April 29
issue of Boxoffice, outlining the difficulties confronting Mary Warner, of Altadena, Cal., in her attempts to distribute
a series of one-reel German travelogs in
this country, another instance has come
to light where a film constructed along
similarly provocative lines has been kept
off the motion picture screens of this area.
This revelation came concurrently with the
filing of objections by Max Shapiro to
that portion of the article pertaining to

A New Business Hypo

Not Alone

By B. O. TELLER
New

Because of a bar"Spy"
RunCal.of— calls
threatening the

Pasadena,

rage of telephone
management

should

“Confessions

of a

Nazi Spy/' scheduled to open its run
May 24, hit the screen, the United
Artists Theatre, a
Fox West Coast
house,

has

enlisted

police

aid

and

is

taking every precaution to insure
safety and order when
the Warner
film begins its engagement.
Manager Stan Meyer,
most of the calls have
has

against whom
been directed,

called in city detectives
tempt to trace them down.

in an atAfter dis-

cussing the matter with B. V. Sturdivant, FWC district manager, Meyer has
decided to mask the house screen with
a

substitute

combat
tactics
Most

and

stench
are

is installing

bombs

resorted

of the threats

sprays

in the event
to by
have

to

such

the hecklers.
been

of the

"you'll be sorry" type, Meyer declared,
and he considers none of them as being particularly serious.

Bund

Injecting Religious

Issue Into "Spy" Row
(Continued

from page 9)

ed to combat the Jewish Hollywood combine can stop this basest of fighting methods! You readers who know us! Help us
marshall the resources of public indignation at a raw deal! Go see this film, and
see a classic example of how ‘public opinion,’ made to order by those who have reason to fear our arguments, is being whipped up against us! Then help us reach
the confused, unenlightened stranger!
Help by telling the nation the truth about
it! Help fight, so that these mind-poisoners may be made powerless before
Americanism is destroyed!”
Met grimly and without disturbance by
the Warners is a libel suit for $5,000,000
filed in federal court by Fritz J. Kuhn, for
himself and as president of the Bund. The
action is aimed at Warner and the following men who were identified with production of the film; John Wexley, Milton
Krims and Leon G. Turrou. The complaint
charges the film alleges to be a true representation of two trials, one in the Canal
Zone and the other in New York; that it
charges the Nazis with espionage and
claims spies connected with the Bund are
trying to undermine American institutions
and steal naval and military secrets. It
further alleges the film charges these individuals, naturalized American citizens of
German birth, are abusing the rights of
citizenship, betraying trusts, professing a
loyalty to Germany, endeavoring to eliminate the Bill of Rights and destroy
America.
All of this is false, says Kuhn, who asserts the Bunds are “a patriotic, loyal

York — A business-stimulating

plan

that ties merchants together with the exhibitor in their community has been devised by Nationwide Coupon Distributing
Corp., which is headed by Morton Van
Praag. The plan is known as “Movie
Cash” which is provided in the form of
coupons, ranging from one-fourth to five
cents in value and which are cashable as
part or full admission at the theatres using the plan.
According to Van Praag, “Movie Cash”
is designed to bring patrons to the theatre without the offering of cash or other
prizes. The coupons do not need to be
saved up for a full admission price, but
may be applied as part cash. Thus they
tend to insure a spread of patronage that
will not be concentrated on peak nights to
the detriment of other nights in the week.
Another advantage of the plan is its
accredited “no-cost” to the exhibitor. The
Nationwide Co. furnishes all display accessories both to exhibitor and merchants
and undertakes to make the merchant tieups. The coupons are bought and paid
for by the merchant and the exhibitor who
“cashes them in” receives face value for
them from Nationwide. In fact, the plan
operates uniquely in that the exhibitor
writes his own check each week, drawn on
the Nationwide company’s bank, to reimburse himself for the coupons received at
his boxoffice.

Oppose Efforts to Tilt
Arbitration Boards
(Continued

from page 10)

tures, spending more money in lining up
directors, producers and story properties
in an effort to produce outstanding pictures which exhibitors would not want to
cancel. Both Universal and Columbia
have increased budget expenditures for
next season to peak levels in the hope they
will benefit in the end, not only insofar
as trade practices are concerned but in
improving their standings with exhibitors
There are some exhibitors who feel UA’s
withdrawal from the code does not entirely absolve the company from adhering to
principles designed to be made industrywide. In this connection, it is stated, exhibitors will insist on certain steps before
signing contracts, specifically that UA adhere to the new clearance and zoning
schedules, arbitrate differences on contracts, and, where pictures are bought in
groups of more than 10 regardless of how
many producers are involved in the making, that exhibitors be given the right to
eliminate,
without payment, at least one
film.
American

organization, upholding the Constitution and the laws of the United

Aside from damages, he seeks an injunction against showing of the film.
States.”
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SHORTLY
announcement

Columbia Pictures will issue its product
for 1939-1940. This announcement

prepared

has been

with great care

because in its ultimate effect

HH
Hi we wanted to be certain that

%II

\ it was primarily FACTUAL

. . . simple . . . direct . . . sincere.

Because it is the most important announcement exhibitor-wise

that Columbia has ever made

covering any single years

product, we urge you to examine it very closely.

PRINTED

IN

U.S.A-

GOVT MUST NAME WITNESSES, COURT HOLDS;
MAJORS STRIKE FOR DETAILED PARTICULARS
Ask Time, Place, Names
To Be Specified in
d. j. charges
New

York — Major

distributors

won

an

important point this week in the government’s all-industry suit when Federal
Judge William O. Bondy handed down an
order directing the department of justice
to furnish names of witnesses.
The defendants also moved for a more
comprehensive bill of particulars, holding
the government’s information in the first
bill was “incomplete, vague, uncertain, inadequate, ambiguous, equivocal, uninformative” and a more definite statement
with respect to each defendant charged
with having committed the alleged acts
should be forthcoming.
Distributors are not satisfied with the
government’s answer to a specific period
by the phrase “for many years past.” They
ask for time, place and names in each specific instance when an act is charged. Likewise, certain terms referred to in the bill
are asked to be explained in detail. In
each instance cited, the defendants declare the government “fails to comply with
the decision of this court.”
A hearing on the petition will be held
Friday at 10:30 before Judge Bondy. Distributors ask 60 days to answer from the
time after service.
Reminds

of Time

Limit

In handing down his decision that the
government must supply names of witnesses, in accordance with paragraph 8,
Judge Bondy stated:
“The department of justice is directed
to furnish at the present time particulars'
required in paragraph 8 of the consolidated motion with respect to all instances
referred to in paragraph 188 of the petition, except that in cases where the petitioner has been requested not to disclose
such information prior to trial of action
by individuals whose testimony is relied
upon to establish the allegation of paragraph 188 of the petition and who now
have business relations with any of the
defendants. The petitioner need not furnish these particulars at the present time,
but must do so in less than 30 days before
trial of action. In this way, fear of retaliation and reprisal expressed by attorneys for the petitioner will be allayed and
defendants will have an opportunity to
prepare for trial. The court intimates no
opinion, however, that any such fear of
retaliation is well founded. In all other
respects, the motion is denied.”
Included in the latest motion by distributors is a request for particulars furnished either to Columbia or UA, which
are acting independently from the other
major companies. Columbia, so far, has
had no information provided it separately
BOXOFFICE
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E

UA
Distribution
Methods
Are
rr>l .
» n
t *
Action
Hit in Government
from the government. John T. Cahill of
the department of justice on Thursday
submitted a bill of particulars, similar in
all respects to the other six companies,
for UA.
Albert C. Bickford of Simpson, Thacher
& Bartlett, Paramount counsel, filed the
motion for further particulars and named
with him attorneys for 20th-Fox, RKO,
M-G-M, Chase National Bank, Warners,
Universal and Courtland Smith. He asks
for the following:
“1 — For an order in the alternative in
accordance with provisions of rule 12 (e)
of the Rules of Civil Procedure striking
the petition heretofore filed herein by the
petitioner on July 20, 1938, for failure of
the petitioner to comply with said decision; or in the alternative striking the allegations of the petition referred to in
paragraph ‘I’ of the annexed motion with
respect to which the particulars furnished by the petitioner are inadequate
and do not comply with the decision.
“2 — For an order directing the petitioner to furnish particulars with respect
to certain matters alleged in the petition
which are referred to in paragraph Til’
of the annexed motion, all of which this
court has directed the petitioner to furnish either to Columbia or other ‘Columbia defendants’ or to UA or other ‘UA
defendants’ by decisions filed herein on
March 7, 1939, but which have not heretofore been requested by the moving defendants.
“Said items referred to in paragraph ‘I’
of the annexed motion relate mainly to
the vague and indefinite allegations in the
petition dealing with the alleged conspiracies and combinations between the defendants for the purpose of monopolizing
the production and exhibition of motion
pictures. The purpose of the motion heretofore filed herein on October 26, 1938,
(Continued

on page 20)

Justice Department
Gets New Funds
Washington- — Virtually

assuring

monopolies,
funds

the
has

for the

$520,000

House

the

Appropriations

increased
coming

to $1,300,000.

the

fiscal
No

anti-trust
year

further

by

moves

of importance against the film industry are anticipated until the new money
is forthcoming
fiscal year

July 1 when

starts.

the

York — Coercive

selling, overbuying,

In discussing coercive selling, the particulars state:
“In order to compel independent exhibitors to pay high film rentals for its product or to purchase its films in situations
where independent exhibitors do not purchase such films, or to purchase a greater
number of films in situations where independent exhibitors already purchased some
of its films, each defendant engages and
has engaged in one or more of the following coercive methods: threatening to build
a competing theatre, threatening to deprive an independent exhibitor of product,
purchasing a theatre site or sites in the
neighborhood of the independent exhibitor, with the suggestion conveyed to the
independent exhibitor either directly or
through third parties that the defendant
in question intends to build and operate a
theatre or theatres on such sites in opposition to the independent exhibitor;
threatening to purchase an equity or interest in the independent theatre for the purpose of gaining control through reorganization or otherwise; or threatening to impose upon the independent exhibitor unreasonable clearance.”
In reference to UA’s alleged engaging in
unfair trade practices, time, places and
parties are unknown to the petitioner. The
same holds for whether any collusive agreements were oral or in writing.
Arbitrary designation of preferred playing time is explained by the government
as meaning “that unless an independent
exhibitor agrees to exhibit features on
dates arbitrarily designated by the distributor, the distributor will refuse to license
to said exhibitor the feature pictures on
which the playing dates have been so designated, and, in some cases, other of its

department of justice additional financial support in its drive against
Committee

New

clearance and zoning and the method of
distribution are attacked by the government in its bill of particulars to UA filed
late in the week. Although the bill states
“United Artists has engaged in all of the
unfair trade practices in the bill of complaint, paragraph 214,” vague information
is furnished as to dates, names and places.

federal

On clearance and zoning, the particulars
state: “These are arbitrary and unreasonpictures.”
able” because “(1) the territorial areas
over which protection has been granted
have been too wide; and (2) the periods
of time established between the protected
run or runs and the run or runs subsequent to it have been too long.”
Method of distribution “refers to the
practice of licensing product to exhibitors
without regard to the amount of product
19
(Continued on page 20)

Product Refusal as

Majors Gain in Court Order
That Witnesses Be Named
(Continued

from

page

19)

for an order directing the petitioner to
furnish a more definite statement and a
bill of particulars was to obtain particulars of the alleged monopolies, attempts to
monopolize, contracts, combinations and
conspiracies and the details thereof in
order that proper answers may be drawn
and

the defendants

be apprised

of the pre-

cise nature of the petitioner’s alleged complaint. A proper response to this court’s
decision undoubtedly would have clarified
the issues and facilitated the task of the
defendants in answering and preparing
for trial. Many of the particulars furbished are vague and meaningless and, in
many respects, are unresponsive to the
court’s

decision; moreover, in some instances they have the effect of confusing
the issues and increasing the burden of
the defendants. I believe that it would
serve no useful purpose to repeat the items
or to point out in this affidavit in detail
wherein the particulars are deficient, the
annexed motion being incorporated in this
affidavit by reference.
“An important and typical example of
the vague and unresponsive character of
the bill concerns the particulars furnished
as to the time of the beginning and the
duration of the alleged combinations and

Retaliation Denied
New

Distribution Methods
Hit in Reply to UA
(Continued
which

from

page

19)

is necessary for the regular
ments of such exhibitors.

require-

“The
done

petitioner claims that such overbuying by unscrupulous exhibitors was
with the knowledge, connivance or

approval of UA.” And to this, it is added,
“the petitioner does not claim that the result whereby unscrupulous exhibitors are
permitted to overbuy is usually brought
about by agreements or understandings between UA and such unscrupulous exhibitors
other than the usual license agreement for
the exhibition of motion pictures. The petitioner does claim overbuying results from
present licensing methods.” The government claims it is the distributor’s duty to
ascertain whether an exhibitor can legitimately use the product before a contract
is signed. Under the present system it is
charged this is not done and
sible to fix the responsibility
distributor.

York — Austin

C.

Keough,

vice-

president and general counsel of Paramount, denies statements attributed to
him by Paul Williams, assistant attorney
general in the all-industry suit, that
Paramount had refused product to an

it is imposon any one

It is also claimed in the particulars that
rentals are too high and that subsequent
runs are charged more than affiliated
circuits.

independent, because
had sued the company.

such

independent

Keough declares this statement is untrue. He says Williams only read that
portion of his testimony which suited his
purposes and omitted the rest.
The case in question, declares Keough,
is that of Rubin Frels of Texas. Despite
the fact that Paramount was servicing
him with first run product, despite a 50
per cent interest in opposition theatres.
Frels, according to Keough, was stirring
up as much trouble as he possibly could
in persuading others to bring actions
against Paramount on conspiracy charges.
All the actions brought, including one by
B. Legg, who sued to prevent Paramount
from servicing a rival of his, were lost and
Frels financed the latter suit, states
Keough.
For this reason, Paramount

did not want

to do business with a man who “was so
unscrupulous as to charge us falsely with
conspiracy to drive an exhibitor out of
business,” Keough asserts.
He declared further that in 1934 Paramount offered Frels one half of its product in Victoria, Tex., and all of its product in the rest of Texas where Frels had
theatres. Frels demanded all the product
for Victoria as well, which was refused
him, according to Keough.

conspiracies complained of. In some instances in which such particulars were
ordered to be furnished the petitioner has
supplied the unenlightening information
that such violations commenced sometime
between 1919 and 1930, in other instances

and its agents have refused to license many pictures distributed unless the
independent exhibitor agrees to license
said pictures upon a percentage of the
gross boxoffice receipts. Because UA and
all other defendants refused to license

between

many

pictures distributed by them to independent exhibitors except upon terms based
upon a percentage of the gross boxoffice
receipts, independent exhibitors are forced
to accept those terms if they wish to stay

Paramount has never denied an exhibitor product because he was a witness
against it and, furthermore, never will,
he maintains.

in business.”

Domestic and Foreign
Executives Arrive

1918 and 1928, and in other instances sometime during the period since

1918.
Term Time Stated “Vague”
“The allegations of the petition indicate
the alleged combinations and conspiracies
are not claimed to have commenced prior
to the late 1930’s. Vague as such allegations are, they are supplemented by even
indefinite statements in the bill of

more

particulars,

such

as

those

referred

to

above. Each moving defendant is entitled to more accurate and specific information as to when such alleged violations commenced and the duration thereof.
“It is respectfully

submitted

that

one

of the main purposes of the court’s decision, namely, the elimination of the burden and necessity of examining hundreds
of thousands of items covering the corporate defendants’ activities for a number of
years past, will be nullified unless petitioner is compelled to supply the information in its possession with respect to the
aforesaid items of the decision. It will
be impossible adequately to prepare the
case of the defendants for trial unless such
particulars are supplied by petitioner.
“3 — The moving defendants are obviously entitled to the particulars with respect
to the matters referred to in paragraph
‘HI’ of the annexed motion, all of which
this court has directed the petitioner to
furnish either to Columbia or to UA.
“4 — The moving defendants have also
included in the annexed motion an ap-

20

“UA

plication for an order extending their time
to answer the petition until 60 days after
service upon attorneys for defendants of
a copy

of a further bill of particulars directed to be furnished by the order to be
entered upon this motion, or in the event
that this motion be denied in all respects,
until 60 days after service upon solicitors
for such defendants of a copy of the order
denying such motion with notice of entry
thereof. Such additional time will be required by the defendants in order that
they can properly prepare answers to the
The motion for the further particulars
petition.”
is
26 pages long and is supplemented by
a four-page affidavit.
L. Jack Schlaifer, western sales manager for UA, is slated to testify before
examination Monday. He returned from
the Hollywood sales convention over the
weekend. Seymour Krieger, assistant to
the attorney general, is scheduled to handle the questioning for the government,
and

Edward C. Raftery of O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery, and Benjamin Pepper of
the same office, will represent the UA
legal battery.

New

York — Hal Wallis, Warner production executive, sails Wednesday on the

Queen Mary with wife Louise Fazenda on
a British production checkup for Warner.
Ben Goetz, Metro British production
head, and his family
Amsterdam Tuesday.

sail on

the

Nieuw

Charles Munroe of Hoyts circuit, Australia; E. T. Carr, co-managing director
for United Artists in England, and Ralph
Doyle, RKO
Australian manager, were
other Friday arrivals. George J. Schaefer,
RKO
president, and Gordon Youngman,
attorney, planed in Thursday.

Monogram Five-Month
Profit Totals $57,308.42
New York — Monogram’s consolidated
profit for the first five months of the current period ended April 1 totaled $57,308.42. Profits for the first three months
of the current year aggregated $20,175.74,
after amortization. Tlje figures do not
provide for federal tax, but compare with
a loss of $35,956.05 the first 1938 quarter.
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Voluntary Signing of

Federal

Assistance

Arbitration Problem

Against

Film

New York — An important factor
disposed of before the arbitration

to be
setup

become effective, is how to get independent exhibitors to voluntarily sign the
arbitration provision. The subject, among

Trafficking

Brandi Asks Columbia

can

others, was discussed at the all-day Monday session at the Astor by sales managers and attorneys.
Engaged in the dissertation on arbitration, its good points and bad, were Tyree
Dillard jr. of M-G-M’s legal staff; I. Howard Levinson of Warner’s home office
legal battery, and Felix Jenkins, general
counsel for 20th-Fox. No solution was
arrived at and it is expected to take some
time before all of the kinks on arbitration
are ironed out to the satisfaction of all
the lawyers.
Because of the

supreme

court

decision

on

the standard contract ruling compulsory arbitration illegal, industry lawyers
are proceeding with caution so as not to
poach on interstate statutes again. Dillard formerly was with the NRA and
later joined Campi as legal advisor to
John C. Flinn, then executive secretary.
In his capacity, Dillard became somewhat
of an authority on arbitration as practiced
under the Blue Eagle. Levinson has been
second to Robert W. Perkins in the
handling

of anti-trust and arbitration proceedings for Warners. He spent some
months in St. Louis with Perkins on the
anti-trust suit there in 1935 and has been
to Chicago on the government and monopoly suits filed against majors and B&K.
There is no telling when the pact, if
and when approved, will become effective,
according to spokesmen, and one guess is
as good as another, they say.

Nine RKO Houses Will
Darken lor Summer
New York — RKO will darken nine theatres for the summer in conformity with
the circuit’s warm weather
number is under the summer

policy. The
closings last

year when local projectionist’s conditions
forced numerous shutterings due to unions’
stand in the matter of wages.
Houses that will close and dates follow:
Strand, Syracuse, May 26; Trent, Trenton,
May 28; Albee, Providence and Majestic,
Columbus, May
31; Orpheum, Kansas
City, June 1; Central, Yonkers, June 4;
Orpheum, Champagne, 111., June 11, and
Alden, Jamaica, L. I., June 25. The house
to be closed in Rochester, N. Y., where
the circuit operates five units, and the
date of closing, has not been fixed. The
Palace, Cleveland, discontinues vaudeville
for the summer June 1. The house will
continue to operate with singles.

May

Delay

Trip

Hollywood —
Accompanied by Jay
Paley, Joseph M. Schenck, chairman of
the 20th-Fox board, arrived here by plane
from New York with an infected foot.
Although he had planned to return east
in about two weeks, the injury to his foot
apparently will delay his trip indefinitely.
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in Drive

Dating Concession
New York — Seeking to force Columbia
to deliver pictures to the Schuyler day and
date with the Arden, both upper Manhattan houses, Harry Brandt has brought an
action

to enjoin the distributor from supplying product to the latter situation. The
motion is to be argued in supreme court
May 24.
Brandt books the Schuyler, which is at
83rd St. and Columbus Ave. The Arden, at
104th St. and Columbus Ave., is operated
by William Kaster. Brandt claims Columbia has refused to make film available for
his house in accordance with a contract
which calls for day and date availability
with the Arden.
The

incident is an upshot of a mild controversy last fall. At that time, it is said,
all major exchanges here made independent
surveys to determine if the two houses
were in competition. The verdict was said
to be that they were not. Henceforth, informed sources say, Brandt made it a condition of his Columbia contract that the
company make product available day and
date with the Arden if the other majors
did likewise.
According to exchange spokesmen, Universal, 20th Century-Fox, M-G-M, RKO
and Columbia are serving the Arden seven
days ahead of the Schuyler. Warner and
UA are said to be making films available

New York — For the first time, local,
state and government authorities have
joined hands with the industry in the
drive on bootleg and illegal trafficking in
duped and stolen prints, according to Jack
Levin, director of the Copyright Protection Bureau.
Through

a

vast

system

of integrated

channels, the CPB declares it has succeeded in revealing some of the sources
of supply in the bootleg print racket with
the result that R. E. Gregg, a distributor
who

operates the Pan-American Laboratory in Chicago pleaded guilty to four
counts of an indictment. He comes up

for sentence before Judge
van in Chicago May 19.
Levin

succeeded

in

Philip L. Sulli-

obtaining

the

co-

operation of J. Edgar Hoover of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, on the
ground that unauthorized exhibitions were
in violation of interstate commerce. With
eight

agents assigned to the investigation, which began a year ago, the trail
led through New York, Ohio, Michigan,
Illinois, Wisconsin, Virginia, Iowa, New
Mexico, West Virginia and Indiana.
CPB
asserts bootleg distributors, as
well as laboratories, were uncovered in
Traverse City, Mich., and Cincinnati. The
bureau says it found that not only 35mm,
but also 16mm duped prints, as well as
those that were thought to have been
junked,

were being circulated among theatres. Other violations, such as storing

prints in garages, which is in violation of
fire laws, the removal of original titles
and the insertion of dummy titles, and

day

the presence of spurious seals where censorship exists were unearthed and halted,
it adds.

WB Debenture Payments
Are Due on June 29

As described by Levin, this is the manner in which the violations which were
brought to the attention of the CPB were
tracked down: A complaint made by an
exhibitor to his local organization was
ultimately referred to G. L. Hess, MPPDA
counsel. Hess notified the home office of
the firm involved. The distributor then
turned over all necessary data to the CPB.

and date to both houses, while Paramount is serving the Schuyler ahead of the
Arden because the latter has not bought
Paramount product.

New York — Holders and registered owners of Warner Bros. Pictures. Inc., optional
six per cent convertible debentures, series
due

1939, have been notified the principal amount called for will become due

and

is payable June 29, together with interest from March 1, 1939. Interest on
the debentures will cease after June 29.
The

right of the holders of the debentures to convert them into common stock
ceases on June 24, the company declares.
Warner has granted the right to exchange
the debentures for an equal principal
amount of the corporation’s
debentures, due in 1948.

six per

The

first step of the CPB was to determine through the local fire department
if there was any violation of fire laws.
Then to the censor board. Local police
were called in. If necessary, cooperation
of state police was sought. The next step
was to Washington, where G-men, under
Hoover, were assigned to the case. Where
violators were apprehended, indictments
were handed up by the district attorney
and sentencing placed in the hands of a
federal judge.

cent

Ballyhoo Front Ruled a
Part of Real Estate
Atlantic City — The ballyhoo front on a
theatre is part of the real estate, not the
personal property of the persons leasing
the house. That was the ruling of ViceChancellor Sooy, regarding the $20,000
front on the Strand in a mortgage suit
won by an insurance company.

George

Walsh

Chairman

Ol Netco's Goli Meet
Newburgh, N. Y. — George C. Walsh,
operating head of Necto Theatres of
Poughkeepsie, is chairman of the third
annual golf tournament for the circuit’s
managers. The tee-off is set for Wednesday, June 14, at Powelton Country Club
here with dinner scheduled for 7 p. m. at
Ship

Lantern’s

Inn, Milton,

N. Y.
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Paramount Directors

Atlas' Position Seen
Firm in RKO Setup

Up for Re-election
New York — The entire present board of
16 directors of Paramount has been presented for re-election to stockholders.
Each would serve one year, instead of the
staggered term that prevailed before 1938.

New York— Speculation as to whether
or not appointment of Richard C. Patterson as chairman of the board of RKO indicates a shift in the financial position of
Atlas in the company is discounted in
downtown circles.

Following the annual stockholders’ meeting on June 20, the board will elect officers. The present slate is expected to
continue.

This

is given strength by the understanding Patterson, former assistant secretary of commerce, is the nominee of Floyd
B. Odium of Atlas and by statement made
in federal court here that Patterson, as
well as N. Peter Rathvon, proposed as
chairman of the RKO executive committee, would advise George J. Schaefer on
policy but that administration would rest
m the latter’s hands as president. The
statement was made by Hamilton C.
Rickaby, attorney for Atlas, in proposing
both names for the court’s approval.
Rathvon is a “right hand bower” to Odium and, at one time, was talked of as
president of RKO.
Approval

of

the

both

nominations

is

anticipated without difficulty. As a matter of fact, Federal Judge William O.
Bondy declared, when Patterson and
Rathvon were submitted, “I know Mr. Patterson quite well and he is well qualified
from the point of view of experience and
I shall approve his nomination unless his
connections should prove him to have no
right to represent the company.” Rickaby
hastened to assure the bench no such conflicting connections existed. Also of significance is the fact no objections were
raised

from

any

quarters

when

the

at-

torney submitted Patterson’s name in substitution for Odium, temporary board
chairman.
Neither

Patterson

nor

Rathvon

will de-

vote all of his time to RKO, but that portion of it which may be necessary to conduct the posts.
Patterson was a member of the monopoly committee, a director of the ExportImport Bank, former executive vice-president and a director of NBC, former commissioner of correction for New York City,
an engineer for the Du Ponts, trustee of
the Provident Loan and Central Savings
Eank, a member of the board of Chemical
Bank and Trust Company.
Three appeals from the order approving
and confirming the RKO
reorganization
plan will be heard before the circuit court
of appeal in June. It is the intention of
Atlas, according to Rickaby, to furnish the
underwriting agreement of $1,500,000 immediately after the appeals are determined which probably will be in early July.

Stirn Musters 9-Point
At ack on RKO Plan
New

York — Ernest

W.

Stirn,

RKO

Class “A” stockholder, has filed the points
he intends to rely on, when his appeal
from

Judge William Bondy’s order approving the plan of reorganization is
heard by the circuit court of appeals,
June 5
Stirn asserts a unanimous vote of Class
“A”
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stock

was

not secured

by the corpo-

Letters sent to stockholders state “it is
the intention of the persons named in your
proxy

to vote such proxy for the re-election of the nominees named below.” The
nominees and the stock each own in the
company,

He'll Head

RKO

Board—

Richard C. Patterson, former assistant secretary of commerce, who is
expected to be named chairman of the
board of reorganized RKO. Approval
is up to Federal Judge William O.
Bondy who already has indicated his
sanction will be forthcoming .

beneficially

or of record, follow:

Adolph Zukor, Barney Balaban, 2,000
shares common; Stanton Griffis, 3,000
shares common; Y. Frank Freeman, 500
shares second preferred; Austin C. Keough,
59 shares common and 223 shares second
preferred; Neil F. Agnew; John W. Hicks
jr. ; Stephen Callaghan, director of Allied
Owners Corp., which owns 9,900 shares
first preferred and $250,000 of three and
one-quarter per cent convertible debentures; Harvey D. Gibson, chairman of the
board and president of Manufacturers

ration, when Class “A” was transferred
into common in 1931. He adds the court
has refused to take his testimony to prove
this allegation.

Trust

The next point will be that 45 per cent
of the debentures of RKO
are illegally
filed. Next, is that Rockefeller Center is

Also, A. Conger Goodyear, 1,000 shares
common and 600 shares first preferred;
Duncan G. Harris, 200 shares common
and 200 shares second preferred; John D.

not entitled to more than three years’
rent. His fifth point attacks the conduct
of Atlas and RCA, whereby M. H. Aylesworth, director of Irving Trust, was
promised a portion of Atlas’ profits if
he gave them advice. This violates sections "K” and “O” of 77-B of the bankruptcy act, is the claim. Next point attacked is the granting by Judge Bondy
to the proponents of the right to file
claims after June 28, 1934, the expiration
date on the original order. An attack is
directed at Messrs. Odium, Rathvon, Nast
and

Ehrman, directors of RKO, whose interests are also lodged in Paramount, Stirn
asserts. Lastly, he says there is no proof
an underwriting agreement for the new
stock will ever be forthcoming.
The

demand is then made that the circuit court reverse Bondy, and send the
case back to the federal court for more
hearings on the fairness of the plan.

Court
RKO

to Hear
Fees

Claims

on May

for

29

New York — Federal Judge William
Bondy has set May 29 as the date for a
hearing on three applications for fees in
connection with RKO.
The first two concern the Chemical Bank
and Trust Co., of New York, trustee of
RKO’s collateral note indenture, dated
July 1, 1931 and their attorneys, Wright,
Gordon, Zachry and Parlin.
The other application is that of George
W. Alger, special master. Alger is not
asking for a specific amount, but for the
court to set the fees.

Co., owners of 5,607 shares first preferred and $3,000,000 of three and onequarter per cent convertible debentures.

Hertz, 100 shares common; Earl I. McClintock, 100 shares second preferred; Edwin L. Weisl, 3,200 shares second preferred; Maurice Newton, 8,118 common
and 2,813 1/5 second preferred, as weU as
an interest in an estate which owns 900
shares first preferred and $125,000 of three
and one-quarter convertible debentures.
He is a director of Adams Express Co.,
which owns 40,000 shares second preferred
and $103,000 of three and one-quarter
convertible debentures. E. V. Richards,
7,500 shares second preferred. Richards is
president, general manager and director
of Paramount-Richards Theatres, and
owns 50 per cent of the corporation’s
capital stock, the other 50 per cent being
owned by Paramount Pictures.

Lehman Signs Measure lor
Vote on Sabbath Shows
Albany — Governor

Lehman

has

signed

the Owens bill, which provides a referendum on Sunday exhibition as well as sports
attractions after 2 p. m. shall be held in
any village on the petition of 20 per cent
of qualified

voters.

The bill specifies that, if a majority is
recorded in favor of the proposal, the vote
shall be binding in law without further
action by the board of trustees. This is
the measure Assemblyman William T.
Webb, manager of Smalley’s house in Sidney, originally sponsored, but withdrew on
third reading, due to clerical objection.
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RULING
FAVORITES
EASTMAN’S

three new

motion

ative films have quickly

picture neg-

established

them-

selves as the favorites of the industry. Plus X for general studio work
all difficult exposures
ground-X

ity closely identified
Kodak

(J. E. Brulatour,
Chicago,

and all-round

makes

tribution, and all have

Eastman

for

. . . fine-grained Back -

for backgrounds

terior work. Each

. . . Super-XX

ex-

its special con-

that typical reliabilwith

Company,

Eastman

films.

Rochester,

N. Y.

Inc., Distributors, Fori Lee,

Hollywood.)

EASTMAN

Plus- X . . .

Super-XX ... Buckground-X
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Democratic

Ally in Merged

Progressive

Film Groups

New York — Films for Democracy and
Associated Film audiences have merged
as Film Audiences for Democracy with
Professor Henry Pratt Fairchild, head of
the Town Hall Club, as president and
with Dr. Worth M. Tippy, former general
secretary of the Federal Council of
Churches of Christ in America, as honorary president. Gardner Jackson is vicepresident; Robert K. Speer, treasurer;
Samuel J. Rodman, secretary and Edward
J. Kern, director of activities.
The

purpose

of the combined

organiza-

tions, according to its letterhead, is “to encourage films that uphold American
democracy, civil liberties and peace; that
promote better understanding and improve neighborly relations between racial
and religious groups; that present an
accurate, undistorted as well as a socially
useful portrayal of the contemporary
scene; to oppose fascist trends, attacks on
labor, and films contrary to the Bill of
Rights.”
In a current copy of Film Survey, occasionally published pamphlet first established by Associated Film Audiences, there
appears editorial endorsement of “Juarez”
and “Confessions of a Nazi Spy.”
“For some time, we, together with other
progressively minded people, have clamored for films which truthfully portray the
contemporary scene, for films which take
a positive attitude toward our traditions
of democracy and liberty. We have maintained that the public would flock to such
pictures and would demand more of
them,” the editorial states.
“Now Warner Brothers give striking
evidence of the validity of our contentions.
‘Juarez’ and ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’
are powerful answers to those doubting
Thomases who question the screen as a
force for social good. Warner Brothers
deliberately produced these two pictures
in a conscious effort at film making with
social content and both are without a
doubt ample proof that a movie can be
‘your best entertainment.’
The films, the article continues, “are
great beginnings. Seeing them impresses
one with the vast potentialities inherent in
Hollywood. Now that we have seen how
great the screen can be, it will not be so
easy to please the public with shoddy and
banal

trivia.”

Explains How Draft
Would Operate
Chicago — Irving Moross, Columbia
attorney who has been sitting in with
A.
at

Pro-Nazi Censorial
Moves Are Blocked

trade pact, explained to the midwestern convention delegates here how the
dratt will work

principles.

Hollywood — Along
Warner’s
the focal
Anti-Nazi
opened a

two

fronts,

with

the

“Confessions of a Nazi Spy” as
point of both, the Hollywood
League and kindred units have
campaign against any attempts

by pro-Fascist groups or individuals to
curtail widespread exhibition of the feature.
Charging

the

local

German-American

Bund with being the culprits, the HANL’s
official publication, Hollywood Now, reported the distribution of “scurrilous leaflets” attacking the Warner feature because the company allegedly used Jews in
the positions of actors, writers, director,
producer, technical advisor and historical
director. The circulars, signed “Committee on Unemployment, Hollywood Actors
and Technicians,” charged that films of
this type “disgust American audiences and
destroy foreign markets for Americanmade pictures, and deprive our thousands
of unemployed

actors, technicians

tras of opportunity
however, maintains

and

ex-

to work.” The HANL,
that there is no such

“committee” and pins the
the circulars on the Bund.

authorship

of

HANL officials declared that, as far as
could be determined, the circulars were
distributed only locally and, apparently, in
limited numbers.
Earlier,

the

HANL

had

dispatched

a

telegram to the board of appeals of Kansas City, Mo., vigorously protesting attempts by the German vice-consul there
to stop the showing of “Nazi
circulation of a petition.
wire charged the petition is
of known Nazis and Nazi
and said the film “is the

Spy” through
The League’s
“obvious work
sympathizers”
greatest anti-

Fascist
picture message,
yet made.”urging
A
similar
board

“not

be

swayed

by

that

minority

the
Nazi

when,

it is adopt-

same

Both
views

men
to

agers and salesmen
but instead
the

of going

also

the

expressed

branch

man-

at Atlantic
to Los

City,

Angeles

for

final regional which started Saturday, Moross returned to New
York.

Producer Towne Has a
Grip on Opportunity
By DAVE GOLDING
New York — Gene Towne was talking
and getting a lot of things off his chest.
After all, he could say what he wanted
because Towne and his writing associate,
Graham

Baker, are now full-fledged producers. Or to be specific, president and

associate vice-president of The Play’s the
Thing Productions.
The unit will be just that, according to
Towne. It plans to release four pictures
a year through RKO.
Material will be
based on accepted literary classics by such
authors as James Fenimore Cooper and
Washington Irving.
Although

a

producer,

Towne

insists he

is first and foremost a writer. “No one
can mess up my stuff now. The trouble
with writers is that they are too well-paid.
That’s why they are afraid to say no.”
“We are going to get away from all
that,” Towne exclaims enthusiastically.
“The most important thing is the story.
Our material will come from a source alaccepted McCormick
by the public.”
Here ready
Barret
cut in with
advertising man’s
phrase. “It comes

an

knack for a cogent
down to art for box-

opinion,” was dispatched by the Hollywood
branch of Associated Film Audiences.

office’s sake.”
Towne agreed

All Officers of AAAA Are
Renamed lor Two Years

Whatever happens, the RKO lot probexactly.”
ably won’t lack for excitement. For example, Producer Towne and Baker hired
a couple of writers. Where to put them
was the question. So Towne and Baker
gave up their offices to the writers.
“Whathehell, we’re only the producers,”
says Towne chuckling as he recalls the
producers with whom he had worked.

New
Actors

Kansas City — For the second time in
two weeks a German minority here sought
to stop a motion picture on the grounds
it dealt unfairly with the Nazis.
E. L. Cranfill and Vernon D. Fulcrut
late last week presented a petition asking
that the motion picture censorship appeal

re-elected for two years. The slate includes Frank Gillmore, president; Jean

York — All officers of the Associated
and Artistes of America have been

Greenfield of the Hebrew Actors’ Guild,
first vice-president; Ken Thomson, executive secretary of the Screen Actors’ Guild,
second vice-president; Leo Fischer of the
American Guild of Musical Artists, treas-

board revoke the licensing of “Professor
Mamlock” by Mrs. Eleanore C. Walton, city
censor. The petition was signed by 15
persons.
Before the board had time to act, the

urer, and Paul Dullzell of Actors’
executive secretary.

Vogue,

man, has been promoted as RKO’s St.
Louis branch manager, succeeding Bernard
McCarthy, resigned due to ill health.
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if, and

ed by the industry. Montague informed the men the company is for all the

Second German Effort
To Halt Film in K. C.

which was playing “Professor Mamlock,” changed bills. “Mamlock” did very
little business.

Montague, general sales manager,
the distributor negotiations on the

Nolan

Equity,

to St. Louis

St. Louis — R. V. Nolan,

Chicago

sales-

emphatically.

“That’s

it

Technicolor Earnings for
Quarter Show a Drop
New York — Earnings of Technicolor, after estimated taxes, were approximately
$310,500 for the first quarter, George F.
Lewis, vice-president, told stockholders at
the annual meeting. This compares with
$360,889 earned in the corresponding period
last year.
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BROADWAY,
^ISITORS
to RKO’s exhibitor lounge
numbered 23 by Thursday with indications the arrivals for the World’s Fair
will increase steadily. H. M. Richey has
a surprise for guests signing the book. As
a souvenir, each guest receives a black
onyx fountain pen desk set which has both
the RKO and World’s Fair insignia neatly
engraved on the base. Detroit accounted
for the largest number of film people.
The tourists: Merle and Mrs. Bucknum,
Ideal and Liberty theatres; Emmett, Ida.;
Barney Kilbride, Fred De Lodder, William
H
Kaplan, Leo Wisper, Fred De Lodder
jr„ Charles A. Komer and Carl Buermele,
all of Co-op Theatres, Inc., Detroit; Louis
M. and Mrs. Felt, Westmar Theatre, Norristown, Pa.; J. E. Stocker, Myrtle Theatre, Detroit; Jack Berman, Eastland theatres, Los Angeles; R. B. Murray, general
manager of the United States motion picture service, Washington; Col. F. P.
Householder, Washington; F. J. and Mrs.
McCarthy, State Theatre, Brookings, S.
D.; Albert E. Frosz, Cortez Theatre, New
Orleans; Sidney E. Samuelson, Allied,
Philadelphia; Samuel A. Lee, Capitol
Theatre, Frankfort, Ky.; Harry Arthur,
F&M

coast to start work
Illinois” for RKO.

on

“Abe

Lincoln

in

George Weeks has purchased two horses
for his farm in the midwest . . . Norma
Veronica Davis, J. J. O’Connor’s able secretary, sails June 17 on the Carinthia for
a two-week cruise to South America . . .
Manny Reiner is air-minded these days,
having made his first flight on return
from the Monogram convention. His fondest hope is to have air service from Times
Square to Washington Heights . . . Norton
V. Ritchey has gone to South America on
a secret mission . . . James Kearns, head
waiter

at the Tavern, has resigned as police commissioner and councilman of
Englewood Cliffs, N. J., after holding
down the combined posts two years . . .
George Gates is among the candidates for
the oldest waiter in town. He is now serving his 15th year at the Tavern, after 35
years at Jack’s. He started when 16 and
lot.now close to 79 and still happy with his
is

Charles (Buddy) Netter, 14-year-old
sort of Leon Netter, Paramount theatre

circuit, St. Louis; R. W. Gowan, Plymouth Theatre, Worcester, Mass., and
Moon, Mutual Theatres, Detroit.

executive, is in Lawrence Hospital, Bronxville, where he underwent an appendectomy Thursday . . . Edmund
Goulding,
who has been making a habit of directorial

Louis W. Schhie and Gus Lampe, Syracuse manager for the Schine circuit, were

successes — “Dawn Patrol” and “Dark Victory”— gets in from the coast during the
week to look over the stage situation. He’ll
also try to make up his mind about offers

Ray

in town

the latter part of the week

con-

ferring with John J. O'Connor, Freddie
Meyer and Max Fellerman . . . Bill Cadoret, Comerford manager in Rochester,
was another visitor to these parts ... I.
J. Hoffman, New England zone manager
for Warners, lunched with Bill Scully,
Thursday, at Bob Goldstein’s Tavern
T. Hayes Hunter, former director and
an agent in England, is about town

. . .
now
. . .

John Farrow’s book, “Father Damien,” has
been purchased by RKO . . . Max Gordon
and Harry Goetz have returned to the

for stage assignments or return to Hollywo d . . . Jack Ellis, president of Motion
Picture Associates, is engaged to Evelyn
Bassett, John Powers model. The wedding
bells are expected to chime with the next
Christmas bells . . . Richard Mooney, former majiager of the Paramount, Asbury
Park, has gone over to the Casino in a
similar capacity.
John

Kieran’s

cold

caused

the

post-

Another

V. P . —

Or, in other words, Hal Horne who
now carries that title with Walt Disney Productions. He is also a member
of the board of gover?iors of the company, is now en route from California
a7id arrives back in New York Tuesday.

ponement of the shooting of “Information
Please.” RKO Pathe hopes to get the cast
together next Friday at the Fox Movietone studios . . . Irving Wormser is vacationing down at Key West . . . Ann Levy,
secretary to Bob Wolff, busy snaring passerbys at the RKO exchange with poppies
. . . Edna Best, who has been engaged for
the feminine lead in “Intermezzo,” docked
on the Nieuw Amsterdam, Friday, and
headed for the coast shortly thereafter
. . . C. C. Margon, Universal’s Latin American supervisor, is on a tour of his territory . . . Marc Connelly and Franklin P.
Adams had a lot of fun making a short
for the New Yorker at the Astoria studios.
The film is an episode in the life of an
advertising salesman and space buyer . . .
Doug

Fairbanks sr. reaches England today on the Normandie . . . Sylvia Maisler,
secretary to Barret McCormick, reading
“Grapes

of Wrath”

during

her lunch

hour.

Mike Berkowitz, projectionist at the
Capitol, is the oldest operator in New
York City. Close to 70, he has been at the
machines in one form or another for 48
years and still is active in Local 306. He
is president of the 25-30 Club of the union,
which means a member must be at least
25 years

with

the organization.

He

started

at the Gaiety Museum on the Bowery almost five decades ago . . . Wilton Weiss of
Howard Dietz’s publicity staff plans a
coast trip in July for vacation and rcnewing acquaintances . . . Matty Polon of
RKO’s home office booking department is
trying to break 114 on the golf links . . .
Gordon Youiigman, RKO counsel, is back
from Hollywood after an extended stay . . .
Joseph Seidelman, Universal’s foreign
head, has another coast jaunt behind him.

RKO's Worlds Fair Loungetor at
VisiAmong
the many who have dropped in 07i the seventh

~photoh yLeonardBI

floor of the RKO
Building are Sydney Samuelson, business manager of the Allied unit of
Eastern Pennsylva7iia. Here he is with Hostess Frmices Smith.
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He’s 7iow lookmg
Ozzie
guests

toward

a

trip abroad.

Nelson and his wife, Harriet Hilliard, will entertain the Allied banquet
Thursday

night
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there will be plenty of guests to entertain,
if advance reports have any bearing on
what is to happen . . . Edward C. Raftery
returned from the coast Thursday morning, having stayed on several days after the
UA convention . . . Bill Sussman spent
three days at Gloversville with the Schines
and George Lynch . . . Ralph G. Doyle,
RKO Australian head, is in town, having
arrived on the coast early in the week on
the Monterey, proceeding straight to New
York. He’ll be here for the annual sales
convention and a couple of ganders at the
World’s

Fair.

Louis B. Mayer, Howard Strickling and
Frank Orsatti flew to the coast Sunday
via American Airlines . . . Constance Bennett is due from Hollywood, June 17, and
then sails for England on a short trip . . .
Erich Pommer has postponed his sailing
from England until May 24 and is due here
May 29 on the Normandie . . . L. Jack
Schlaifer returned from the coast over the
weekend . . . Charles Stern, back from the
UA convention three days, made a quickie
to Philadelphia . . . Walter Reade jr. now

Premiere —
Those at "Chips"
Among
The Loew and M-G-M
roster, as usual , turned out

feels he can’t make the coast trip on June
9 and plans to put it off until next year.
Personal business is preventing the westward trek . . . Bill Scully states “The Mikado” opening at the Rivoli has been postponed until June 1.
H. M. Richey leaves town by plane May
25, after addressing the Allied of New
York convention at the Hotel Astor, for
Kansas City, where he is scheduled to
speak May 26 before the Kansas-Missouri
Theatres Ass’n . . . Ann Carmody, head
of the UA stenographic department, is
honeymooning at Virginia Beach as Mrs.
Marvin Briggs . . . Austin C. Keough is
due at his desk Monday after a threeweek holiday in North Carolina . . . Murray Silverstone and Mary Pickford were
hosts to the trade press at a breakfast
soiree at the Sherry-Netherland Saturday,
upon their arrival from the coast . . .
Leonard Picker, Columbia attorney, was
in Boston in connection with the Morse
& Rothenberg anti-trust suit. He is moving to Atlantic Beach for the summer . . .
Herman Gluckman hopes to get away for
a vacation next week . . . Pauline Kaye
of the Music Hall ballet will be married
to William Polise, first bassoon player in
the Toscanini orchestra, at City Hall, June
5 . . . Broadway luncheon 1oilers : Sam
Brody, Dave Levy, Leo Abrams, Max Fellerman, Eddie Saunders, Helen Mourad,
Freddie Meyers and Sydney Singerman . . .
Barney Balaban and Irving Israel taking
a quickie sandwich at the Cadillac in Times
Square. Others, not so quickie, included
Leonard Rosenblatt, Isidore Welt, Bernie
Brooks, Morris Epstein, Leslie Picker and
Matty Hammerstein.
Bill Melniker, head of Loew’s foreign
theatre operations, is out of Mt. Sinai
and on his way to recovery . . . Dave Blum
is chewing gum these days to break the
smoking habit . . . The Lou Liftons and
John Harringtons spent the weekend at
Atlantic City . . . Harry Mandel visited
Providence and Boston for special campaigns on “The Mikado” playing at the
houses there . . . Louis Nizer displaying a steady hand at the Parkville
tennis courts on Ocean Parkway . . . Bill

RKO

Zimmerman of Loew’s foreign title department, is probably the best tennis player
in the business . . . Arthur M. Loew is
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“Goodbye, Mr. Chips” at the Astor Theatre.
William F. Rodgers, Oscar A. Doob and Howard
another

who

swings

an

expert

racket.

UA’s co-manager for England, Ted Carr,
plans to visit Canada before sailing for
home . . . Walter Gould has postponed
his Canadian vacation a week . . . A1 Spiegel,
who started as a messenger in the mail
room

in 20th Century-Fox’s foreign department, has been promoted to a post in
the Havana exchange . . . Les Whalen is
getting out a special issue in Spanish for
the 20th-Fox sales convention in Rio de
Janeiro . . . RKO Pathe Director Frank
Donovan is back from Ontario, where he
supervised shooting of the new Quints
short. Incidentally, Cameraman
Larry
Reilly got that mountain
ment.

climbing

assign-

When Charlie Cohen of M-G-M' s publicity department returned home the other
day, he found that burglars had looted the
apartment while the wife was out. Included were all of Cohen’s suits and coats.
And no insurance, to boot . . . Milton Berle
walking down Broadway wearing a light
tan polo coat with the collar up and smoking a good-sized pipe . . . Joseph Moskowitz’s play and talent organization at 20thFox will get much larger quarters and in
one

location in July. At present, the department iswidely separated with the story
end of matters in Radio City.
Robert

Anstett, who

was

re-elected

pres-

ident of the stagehands’ union, is the
property man at the Roxy . . . Franchot
Tone

is back

with

M-G-M

on

a two-pic-

ture deal, the first to be “Thunder Afloat”
. . . Richard Harding Davis’ “His Day”
has been purchased by M-G-M . . . Dorothy Kennedy, Loew home office receptionist, has been vacationing in Atlantic
City the past week . . . Charles Coburn
is motoring east from the coast and plans
a visit to Schenectady to direct the fifth
annual Mohawk Drama Festival at Union
College . . . Frank C. Gilbert, Altec chief

for the

premiere

Camera-caught
Dietz.

here

of
are

the same company, has sailed for home
on the Uruguay after making his first visit
to the home office in more than a year.
Jack
has

Shea

returned

of the Feiber

&

Shea

office

from

ten-day

swing

another

of the circuit’s theatres in Ohio and Pennsylvani . . . Geraldine Fitzgerald sailed
on the Washington for Ireland, returning
to her husband, Edward Lindsay-Hogg,
after making two pictures in Hollywood
. . . S. N. Behrman, Lillian Heilman, Herman Shumlin, Gertrude Lawrence, Gypsy
Rose Lee, Beatrice Lillie, Cole Porter,
Franchot Tone, Orson Welles, Arthur
Kober, Brooks Atkinson and Arthur Pollock are among the theatrical personalities
scheduled to appear at the second annual
Village Fair, June 12-18, for the benefit
of Spanish refugees . . . A. G. Rudd, general manager of Newsreel Theatres, Inc.,
has formed the Newsreel Club in which
members pay no dues or assessments but
get 40 per cent discounts on admissions
to the Rockefeller Center house on any day
except Saturday.
Leopold Friedman, back from a five-week
vacation, spent most of his time in Honolulu, which he says, is God’s country. He
also took in the Bar B-H Ranch and Palm
Springs as side trips . . . Judge I. Frey
of Loew’s legal department hasn’t been
feeling sc well these days . . . C. C. Moskowitz has turned out to be a fresh air
addict since he got back from his Miami
and Havana respite . . . Jerry Mayer, brother of L. B. and studio manager, has been
here since last Monday on a buying tour
for M-G-M . . . Will Hays got back from
the coast Monday and again says it was

engineer, wound up a six-week auto visit
of all exchange centers the early part

a routine trip. He reminded Boxoffice’s
reporter, however, it’s his 18th year with
the MPPDA, but he couldn’t remember the
number of trips to and from the coast
made during that time . . . Arthur W.
Kelly, James Mulvey and Ed Churchill, UA
conventionites, returned from Hollywood
on the same train with Louis Hayward and

of the

Ida

week . . . Cecil F. Mason, Columbia head in Australia, sails for home
on the Monterey May 23 from Los Angeles
. . . Simon Z. Bell, Trinidad manager for

Lupino . . . Joseph M. Schenck returned to Hollywood over the weekend and

tres quietly . . . Louis B. Mayer was
(Continued on page 26-H)
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W. E. and Bell Show

Two Exhibitors Lead
Calls "The City"
Superb Film
New
York — A modest lawn, a

Ampa Discussion

green trees, a
flowers and a

New York — An informal exchange of
ideas led by John Burhorn, manager of
the Gayety, South Chicago, and George
Limerick, city manager of Griffith Theatres, Enid. Okla., was the chief attraction
at the regular Associated Motion Picture
Advertisers organization luncheon-meeting at the Hotel Astor. Many of the 50
present joined in the discussion.
The
improve

subject centered chiefly about exploitation and how home offices might
their service

to accounts.

Bur-

horn, who ‘‘gets the pictures when everyone else has forgotten them — even the

too

distant countrified areas will perhaps never again attain the significance

they do as portrayed in "The City."
The reference is to a superb fourreel documentary film produced by
Civic

Films,

from
York.

the

improved, Limerick suggested that publicity stories were not sufficiently localized
for handling with newspapers. He also
mentioned the “dilatory” attitudes of home
offices in respect to replying to correspondence for a particular request.
Paul Lazarus jr., president, presided. He
saw to it that due acknowledgement was
paid to the presence of Lester Thompson
and Paul Benjamin, both past officers of
Ampa, who have been laid up for almost
two months — “not with the same illness.”
Ethel Hayward, the girl of the team
chosen in the Jesse Lasky talent hunt, and
who will appear in an RKO picture, took a
bow. She was escorted by Rutgers Neilson.
The next and last meeting for the season takes place June 1. It will be in the
form of a toast to Vincent Trotta, vicepresident, who is celebrating his 25th year
with Paramount.

Madden and Berger Form
Miniature Film Firm
New

York — Frank

W.

Madden

and

Betty

Berger have formed Gerden Pictures and acquired 16mm and 8mm nontheatrical rights to 12 Music Masters and
15 TravelTalks, produced by James A.
FitzPatrick without color before joining
M-G-M, and also 33 black
Traveltalks previously handled
Both Madden and Miss Berger
associated with FitzPatrick
years. The producer recently

and white
by M-G-M.
have been
for many
moved his

headquarters to the M-G-M
studios and
has given up his offices here. He was in
Washington last week and from there
proceeded to the coast instead of returning to New York as he had planned.
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Corporation

simple

destinies

factory

method

grant

of New
of vivid

of millions

workers

the

got

is that

out

of

purposes.
brilliant

present
control

The

film

day
for

argument.

ting humor, combine
nificant step in
deavor.— L. W.

cities have
ideal

photography,

not

to impress

this field

for

accessible,
underlying
living

tells its story

pictorial
and

of mill

necessity

advanced, planned, easily
model
communities. The

editing

interested in knowing what the “terrible”
ideas were so they might be eliminated or

By

future

and

where,

Lee Blum berg, head of Warner’s press
book staff here remarked he was deeply

possible

contrast, the producers seek to inculcate in the minds of those who control

theme

office exploitation ideas were divided between ‘‘wonderful” and ‘‘terrible.” When

made

the Carnegie

distributor,” praised the work being done
by the publicity and exploitation departments. However, he observed greater control should be exercised at local exchanges,
he said, the habit of accessory departments in being too generous with the
distribution of press books to the point
where stocks are depleted when subsequent
runs want this material works a hardship
and disadvantage. The same criticism
was applied to the distribution of ad mats.
Limerick thought the average home

few

Advances in Sound

small patch of bright
lot of sunshine in not

with

Music,
forgeta

sig-

of film

en-

New

York — Two

principles, the system’s power has been
stepped up to more than double the requirements of the Academy of M. P. Arts
and Sciences. Among many refinements is
one

which, by replacing the ordinary machine oil which is commonly used in film
stabilizing mechanisms with a recently developed damping fuid, the chemical com-

Angeles — Fulfilling a desire to retire, Floyd St. John, Republic franchise
holder here and in San Francisco, has
sold his interest in the exchanges to the
company and operations now will be conducted from the home office in New York.
The deal for the sale was worked out by
St. John, H. J. Yates and James R.
Grainger.
According to Grainger, arrangements
are expected to be made whereby other
interests will assume operation of the two
branches. Francis Bateman, manager of
the local exchange, and Sid Weisbaum,
head

of the San Francisco
tinuing as heretofore.

office, are con-

Warner Pittsburgh Zone
Climbs as Strike Fades
New

York — With

the settlement

of the

coal strike, Warner theatres in the Pittsburgh zone have returned to normal business. Grosses dropped approximately 20
per cent, Harry Kalmine, zone head, said,
while here for home office conferences.
Stage shows are back at the Stanley,
Pittsburgh, after three weeks during which
no talent was available, Kalmine added.

Buffalo MPTO Turns on
Desmond Housing Bill

against

the Desmond

departure

is said to materially

reduce vibration. An “overload sentry”
which automatically functions as an instantaneous circuit breaker is claimed to
be a new protection against excessive
tor current occasioned by subnormal
voltage.

hous-

ing bill. Gue'.h asserts the Buffalo MPTO
“has maintained an active legislative committee for the past 15 years in guiding
the interests of all exhibitors.”
Allied of New York recently unofficially
claimed most of the credit for defeating
the Crews Bill.

moline

Bell Telephone’s novel instrument for
the investigation of speech revealed that a
speaker’s voice could be raised or lowered
in pitch, be given a falling inflection for
a rising one, or be made to carry on a dialogue with it. This is controlled by an
electrical circuit, which is like the Voder,
but here the control is by a speaker’s voice
instead of by keys. Usefulness of the instrument in speech studies is said to lie in
its ability to vary, singly or together, each
of the elements of speech.

Bob Anstett Again Heads
Stagehand Local No, 1
New

York — Bob Anstett has been reelected president of the Theatrical Protective Union, No. 1, better known as the

stagehands’ union, at the annual elections.
Louis Yaeger is the new vice-president
succeeding Sol Pernick, who ran for business manager and was defeated. J. C.
McDow,

secretary; John J. Garvey, treasurer, and Vincent Jacobi and Frank
Powderly, business managers, were continued in office. Edward J. Mortimer has
been renamed sergeant-at-arms.
James J. Brennan joins the

Buffalo — Taking credit for defeat of the
Crews Bill, which sought the employment
of two men in a booth, the MPTO of Buffalo, through Secretary M. Gueth, informs
its 300 members are now actively engaged
in a campaign

position of which is not disclosed, “flutter”
reduced to an imperceptible de-

gree.
Another

Los

advancements

recording as are typified by the high volume prints which are said to be scheduled
by Hollywood in the near future.
Through the application of new circuit

has been

St John / Retiring , Sells
Exchanges to Republic

technical

in sound were introduced in special showings to the trade by Western Electric and
Bell Telephone Laboratories that signalize
progress in new principles.
The new sound system exhibited by Western Electric is designed especially for distributors abroad. It is claimed to embody
more faithful reproduction and greatly increased power and has been calculated to
anticipate such future advances in sound

board

of

trustees consisting of Joseph Dwyer, chairman, and John F. Casey, who were reelected. Edward C. Barnes and William
Edwards were elected to the unemployment committee. This is the 18th consecutive year McDow
holds down the
secretaryship.

Gets Metropolitan
Newark — The

Date

first metropolitan

ing of “The Birth
at the Rialto here

of a Baby”
May 19.

BOXOFFICE

::

show-

took place

May

20, 1939

FROM

A FULL

BELLY-

This cat lives on East 117th Street.
It’s a crowded block.
You’ll find all creeds and races on it
You’ll find Protestants, Catholics, Jews
You’ll find French, Greek, German, Italian
They get along all right with each other —
It’s nice.
Americanism grows that way!
Like a beacon of hope in a distressed world.
You’re part of it today!
You’re helping to encourage it in New York City
By your support of the GREATER N. Y. FUND
It sets an example to the entire country —
A thrilling challenge to a bigoted world!
A city’s people joining hands regardless of race
To help their sick, their needy, their unfortunate —
380 allied groups in one united drive annually
Covering all communal obligations at one time.
Rich man, give in proportion to your means!
And you and you and you — give a day’s pay!
Be part of GREATER N. Y. FUND’s most successful year
It’s your chance to show the world of 1939
The true meaning of the American way.
The Fund Chairman of your company will communicate with you. Others kindly send contributions direct to
Motion Picture Division, Greater New York Fund, 1540 Broadway, New York City

Grimmer in Nippon
After October 1
New York — The Japanese situation will
take on a slightly grimmer aspect when
the new film law goes into effect October 1,
but Arthur G. Doyle, managing director
for 20th Century-Fox there, believes the
majors will encounter little difficulty in
obtaining permits to continue operations
there.
Under the current arrangement, the majors are allowed a maximum of $30,000 in
print cost which provide for the importation of approximately 200 pictures. Originally, the deal was to have expired December 31, but has been extended.
According to Doyle the extension will
allow the companies to select the best pictures for exportation to Japan. He estimates approximately 115 films already have
been shipped.
Heretofore, distributors have negotiated
with

the minister
sult of the new
industry will be
of the minister of

of finance but, as a rebill, all phases of the
under the rigid control
home affairs.

With the country on a war-time basis,
permits are only being issued to legitimate
businesses. The film industry comes under that classification, Doyle says, and
therefore should be eligible.
From all indications, Doyle points out,
it will be some time before a new agreement will be reached in regard to taking
additional revenue out of the country.
the government feels the film supplies are low, it then will talk with the
distributors, he maintains.
The new law has caused a revision of
exhibition policy. The bill states 50 per
cent of playing time must be turned to
Japanese films. This means the elimination of exclusive foreign picture houses,
Doyle says.
The Shokiki circuit with nine first-run
houses in six cities will be forced to play
national product in addition to American
films. Some decrease in revenue is expected, he states, because of the sharing
of playing time.
Until recently, no new German and
Italian pictures, despite the Rome-BerlinTokyo axis, have made their way to Japan.
The ice was broken when the Manchukuo
government accepted 40 German films.
First choice, Doyle says, went to an
independent distributor, Kawakita, who
has purchased about 18 for distribution
in Japan. Other independent distributors
will probably parcel out the remaining
films among themselves.
As a result of inflation, Manchukuoan
grosses have held up favorably despite the
absence of Hollywood product but, according to Doyle, when things become normal,
the theatres will become aware of the need
for American films.

Lillie Solace in New

" Hold That Tiger "

British Excise Tax

New

York — The Strait Settlements, according to word from Maurice (Red) Silverstein, M-G-M’s managing director there,
is a place where Leo the Lion becomes a
reality and the territory a cinch for real
live ballyhoo on the Tarzan productions.
“Here

is a new

one

in the way

New York — Only gleam of solace in the
new British impost on films is the word
relayed from unofficial sources that newsreels will be given preferential treatment.
an excise tax of three cents a foot

of ex-

hibitor troubles,” writes Silverstein. "When
we visited the Tregganau section, which
is on the east coast, we learned on several
occasions showings had to be called off
because a tiger was gallivanting down the
main street and the customers just

With

on all prints developed in England, newsreels are viewed as placed in an extremely damaging position.
As major companies finish checking and
rechecking the figures, one inescapable
fact appears to remain. The three cents

wouldn’t venture out.”
Silverstein forwards a clipping from the
Singapore Free Press which tells how tigers
panthers and rogue elephants are proving
troublesome to the inhabitants of the town
of Kemaman
who are wary about going
out after dark.
“It’s all in a day’s work,”

excise

for the

he postscripts.

On Mexican Dispute
New York — Despite the fact he rushed
here from Mexico City by plane, Arthur L.
Pratchett, Central American supervisor for
Paramount and unofficial observer there
for the Hays office, is inclined to minimize the seriousness of the Mexican situation.

When

Here for the first time in three years,
Doyle expects to remain until his foreign
chief, Walter J. Hutchinson, returns from
Latin-America in July.

Headed

for Panama

New York — Guy Croswell Smith is on
his way to assume his new post as Panama
manager for United Artists. He replaces
Paul Wir, recently resigned.

2G-D

understand

the

Mexican

Workers’

Confederation has lifted the boycott,” he
says, “but I’m really here to attend our
sales convention.”
Pressed on what he would report to Col.
Frederick L. Herron of the Hays office,
Pratchett

replied, “I’ll probably

call him.

I

usually
He haddo.”little to say on the labor situation except that the boycott resulted from
a jurisdictional dispute and the Mexican
Workers’ Confederation had attempted to
prevent distributors from servicing the
Rodriguez circuit in Monterey whose
workers are affiliated with a rival union.
Shifting to a general discussion, Pratchett states business is favorable throughout Mexico and Central America. Paramount’s current program includes three
Spanish speaking pictures and there will
be two more on the new season lineup, he
adds.
Meanwhile,

few

of the major

major

companies

and

two

inde-

pendents.
Each company usually makes about 50
prints from the original and with the
average length of a feature of 7,500 feet,
it is obvious how the cost would mount if
the companies have to pay an additional
three cents tax per foot on prints.
Foreign managers of the respective
companies are striving to find a solution
whereby they can cut down the number of
prints without seriously impairing their

Pratchett Reassuring

“I

tax will mean an approximate increase of $5,000,000 in distribution costs

companies

are disguising their concern over the potential danger of the Mexican situation.
Negotiations over new labor contracts are
expected to commence 60 days before the
present ones expire this summer.
With trade unions a dominant factor in
the Mexican state, the distributors’ problem is how to appease them without risking a general boycott and strike.

UA Foreign Chieftains
To Confer With Kelly
New York — Guy P. Morgan, managing
director for United Artists in the Argentine, and Henry Weiner, managing director of Cuba, are slated to arrive here
early in June for home office conferences.

distributing organizations in Great Britanswer.ain. As yet, the problem still lacks an

Decision Reserved
Paramount's

on

Appeal

New York — The appellate division of the
N. Y. supreme court has reserved decision
on an application by Paramount Pictures
to appeal to the N. Y. court of appeals
in Albany, from the appellate division decision reversing the injunctive order premount. venting Ben Blumenthal from suing ParaBlumenthal has sought to sue over the
alleged failure of Paramount to go through
with an agreement and sell its British
theatres after he had secured a purchaser
for them. Paramount seeks to prevent
the suit on the grounds that it does not do
business in England.
The appellate division found Blumenthal
had the right to bring the action any place
he saw fit.

Goodman Due From S. A.
Via Plane by July 1
New York — Morris Goodman, Republic
foreign head, is due back from South
America by plane July 1. He has been
looking over the market there and also
possibilities of producing a special group
of pictures
will report
his return,
be made on

designed for that market. He
his findings to H. J. Yates on
following which a decision will
production of Spanish talkers.

Silverstone Sailing
New
arrived

York — 'Murray
here from

Silverstone,

the coast Saturday,

who
ex-

pects to sail on the Queen Mary, Wednesday. His trip on the affairs of United
Artists in England had been postponed
for several months.
BOXOFFICE
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Foreign Heads Again

By Argentinian

Studying Australia
New

York — Foreign

managers

New

again

are

eyeing the Australian market. A meeting
was held at the Hays office which, in addition to home office executives, was attended by four visiting managing directors, Harry Hunter of Paramount; Ralph
Clark of Warner; Clarence V. Hake of
20th Century-Fox, and Cecil Mason of
Columbia.
The question of a successor to Sir Victor
Wilson, head of the Australian MPDA,
who resigns at the end of June, was left
in the hands of the distributors’ representatives.
There is some doubt on the feasibility
of having one of the American managers
succeed Wilson although some of the
majors would prefer it that way. It appears likely, however, a prominent Australian politician will get the post.
An increase in taxes in the form of added customs duties is a possibility, but the
majors feel there is little that can be done
about it except to point out they are paying more than their share.
Harry Hunter
Problems
New

Discounts

"Down

recent

dire

York — Supporting

recent

state-

ments over the growing strength of Argentinian pictures, Alfonso Merlet, assistant manager of the Italo-Chilena circuit
in Chile, declares that product is being
turned out in sufficient quantity to become a formidable competitor to American
films in Chile.
Merlet, who is here as an official representative of the Chilean government, says
his circuit, which has 14 theatres, will
play 65 American films, 25 French and
about 13 Spanish dialogue pictures this
season.
One of the aspects of Chilean exhibition, according to Merlet, is that no theatre is permitted to operate a single show
for more than two hours. The government prefers to regulate showings to
please the masses, he says.
Construction in Chile is proceeding
rapidly. The Italo-Chilean circuit alone
completed eight theatres recently, Merlet
states. He adds receipts are well ahead of
last year.
While here, Merlet visited the RKO exhibitor-reception suite established for
World’s Fair guests. He plans to study
stay.
production-exhibition methods during his

in

The question of Sir Victor Wilson’s successor came up. On this, Hunter agrees
the matter is important and one which the
distributors have discussed frequently. It
has not been decided, he says, whether an
American or Australian will replace Wilson as the head of the MPDA.
There are two schools of thought on the
subject, Hunter relates, but it is generally
agreed the qualifications of the man are
more important than his nationality.
Hunter states approximately 30 new theatres have gone up in Melbourne in the
last three years. During the same period
from 15 to 18 have been constructed in
Sydney. All projects are large ones and
with modern equipment.

"Spy" Restrainer Hearing
Will Be Held Friday
York — On

request

of

Stanleigh

Friedman, attorney for Warner, for more
time to prepare for defense, Judge Vincent L. Leibell has postponed hearing on
application by the German-American
Bund for an injunction against the showing of “Confessions
Friday.
;: May

of a Nazi Spy,” until

Roosevelt's Gestures
May Help Abroad
New

York

prosecuting

—

The

government

the industry

may

be

in the federal

courts, but President Roosevelt’s recent
diplomatic gestures to Japan and Argentina are expected to make matters easier
for distributors in those two countries, an
industry spokesman believes.
Americans in Japan were said to have
been overwhelmed when a United States
cruiser arrived in the Tokyo harbor bearing the ashes of the late Ambassador
Saito. President Roosevelt’s thoughtfulness has gone a long way in easing strained relations between the two countries, it
is maintained.
And only the other day, the President
suggested that Argentine tinned beef be
included in the naval appropriations bill.
American distributors there are faced
with a number of tax suits in addition to
legislation for the control of the industry.

Examination
"Modern
New

Argentina Activity
New

York — Columbia,

which

has

deals

with three Mexican producers, will likely
extend its activity to Argentina where a
tieup is in the making, reports Charles
Roberts, home office supervisor for the
Latin-American territory.
Roberts, who recently returned from a
seven-month survey of the field, states
Columbia’s desire to enter into Argentinian
production is in line with a policy of
cooperating with Latin-American interests.
Columbia, according to Roberts, expects
to distribute at least six Spanish dialogue
films as a result of deals made with three
Mexican producers, Jose Luis Bueno, Jesus
Grovas and Miguel Zacarias. He says each
producer has guaranteed two pictures for
delivery this season.
He rates Argentina first with Brazil as
a number two territory. Roberts thinks
Brazil has the greatest potentialities of any
South American market once its resources
are developed.
As for competition of foreign films, he
puts in a good word for French product
which, he says, is gaining considerable
momentum throughout the territory.

12 RKO Foreign Heads
Westchester Convention

pro-

nouncements about current problems

BOXOFFICE

Columbia May Extend

Films

Under"

York — Despite

Australia, Harry Hunter, Paramount’s
managing director for that territory, is
inclined to look on the brighter side of
things.
Hunter is of the opinion all the problems
which have developed are strictly local
and can best be solved among the individual managers of the respective companies.
He thinks an overgouging of product
does not do the industry any good or help
any in the establishing of amicable relations. A freer competition among exhibitors is what Hunter believes will help
things considerably.

New

Advances

Ordered

Times"

York — Federal

Alfred

C.

Coxe has ordered Films Sonores Tobis,
Societe Anonyme to submit to an examination before trial on June 9, through its
president, Georges Lourau, in a case directed against Charles Chaplin and UA,
charging plagiarism of “A Nous La Liberie” in “Modern Times.” Trial will be
held 20 days after the examination.
Among exhibits that must be submitted
are all contracts between Tobis and Rene
Clair, made in 1931, relating to the French
film, all press and publicity material released by the plaintiff in connection with
the picture, copies of the original negative and positive prints, and all contracts
relating to sales, domestic and foreign.

York — RKO

is transporting

12 of

its foreign representatives to the Westchester Country Club and its annual sales
convention next month. They are:
Ralph Hanbury, managing director for
England; Reginald Armour, Continental
European manager; Leon Britton, Far East
and China; Ralph Doyle, Australia; Nat
Liebeskind, Argentina; Bruno Cheli, Brazil; Bert Reisman, Peru; Fred Gulbransen, Panama and Central America; Max
Gomez, Mexico; Pedro Saenz, Cuban distributor, and Ned Szekler, home office representative in Havana; Gus Schaefer, Central America and northern South America.
Home office foreign representatives will
include Phil Reisman, Michael Hof fay,
B. D. Lion, R. K. Hutchinson, Ben Y. Cammack, Ed Ugast and Alfred Frank.

Lack of Time and Money
Prompted Exhibit Veto
New

in

Suit
Judge

New

to

York — Lack

of time

in which

to

prepare a worthwhile exhibit and the
money necessary for it are given as the
reasons why the members of the advertising advisory council of the Hays office
turned down a proposal by the World’s
Fair committee that the industry occupy
an empty building on Fair grounds for a
cooperative display.

"Gulliver's Travels" to Be
Ready for Fall Release
New

York — The

American

version

of

“Gulliver’s Travels,” in which 5,000 puppets and a 14-year-old boy, who plays
Gulliver, are employed, has been completed and will be released in the fall
through state rights exchanges, according
to Arthur L. Mayer and Joseph Burstyn.
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Product Tilt Hinted
J^OY HAINES, Warner eastern
sales manager, held an all-day
with Paul Krumenacker, local
manager, and the sales force . . .

district
huddle
branch
Johnny

Pavone, boss of the company’s New Haven
exchange, also called here . . . Mike Kallett will open the Strand, new house at
Long Lake, about May 24, according to
Filmrow reports. He will operate on lease.
Several other exhibitors sought the lease
. . . The Kallett circuit is expected to run
under a leasing arrangement another
Adirondack Mountain resort town theatre,
that in Bolton Landing on Lake George
. . . Mrs. Inez Ferguson has face lifted the
outside of the Copake Theatre in Copake
with an attractive new front . . . Lou
Bucken, Amenia exhibitor, will occupy a
new home in the fall. November 1 is the
date set.
Phil Straus, owner of the Pine Plains
Theatre in Pine Plains, is clicking as a
boniface at his new Woodside Inn in Amenia. Incidentally, Straus is still limping
from the effects of an injured ankle
throw out of plumb a month ago . . . Tony
Ryan, Universal salesman, hit the road
for the first time since his car looped the
loop on an icy road near Governeur in
February and he experienced a bad jolting. Ryan hospitalized for a time and then
recuperated in Albany. After several
weeks at his desk in the Universal exchange, Tony again is covering northern
New York. Specifically , Massena and Malone. . . George Jeffrey, Universal new
film peddler, has been traveling widely
in upper New York and Vermont.
Harold Lewis of the Lincoln Theatre in
Utica now can talk about the glamour girls
and boys from first-hand knowledge. He
rode the “Union Pacific” special to Albany and chatted with the beautiful gals
and handsome lads, most of whom are on
the Paramount payroll. Dick Hayes,
Paramount salesman, rode the train from
Syracuse to Utica. Large crowds were reported in both cities, the turnout in Utica
at 3 p. m. being very big. A Syracuse and
Utica station picked up train broadcasts
with the film players . . . Incidentally,
both C. R. (Tipi Rosenberry, critic of the
Albany Knickerbocker News, and De Witt
Schuyler, columnist of the Times Union,
wrote that Anthony Quinn, son-in-law of
Producer Cecil B. DeMille, insisted he and
the others were enjoying themselves, despite the hectic schedule. Also that it
was Quinn’s first trip east of the Sierras.
Schuyler, who gave a candid closeup of
the trouping thespians, seemed to doubt
the none-bored declaration. He referred
to Brian Donlevy, who bore the brunt of
the handshakers and autograph hunters
after the special left Omaha, as appearing
for a broadcast

“looking tired and har-

ried.”
Strain of the junketing also was noticeable in Evelyn Venable, spokeswoman for
the femme contingent, although she rallied
“ graciously ” when camera crew appeared,
Columnist Schuyler stated. About Quinn
he said “he’s an affable chap, with an obvious phobia for being mistaken for Cesar Romero, whom he greatly resembles.
You watch, and every time he extends his

26-F

hand, he says, ‘Quinn’s the name’.” Rosenberry gave the same report on the “handsome” Quinn. Incidentally, the exploitation helped the Palace to do good business
on
first half of “Union
run the
here.

Pacific” week’s

Joe Burke, 20th Century-Fox traveling
auditor, is at the local exchange for the
customary checkup. Will remain several
weeks. Came here from Buffalo . . . Tommy
Martell, booker for army barracks in
northern New York, visited Filmrow after
a lengthy absence. Missed a trip in February because of illness. Martell books
here for army theatres in Plattsburgh,
Sacketts Harbor, and Pine Camp. The latter is a summer training base. Jerry La
Rocque of the Shadowland, Warrensburg,
visited Filmrow. He operates the year
round but does the best business in the
summer, when vacationists flock to Warren county.
Paul V. Wallen of the Leland is one of
the most unobtrusive managers in the Albany area. Has been with the theatre
since Chris Buckley operated it, but his
name seldom appears in print. Wallen is
well liked and respected . . . Ted O’Shea
visited the Metro exchange. The State,
Roseiithal theatre in Troy, was one of the
first in this section to add in its newspaper advertising , “ Air-Cooled .” Abnormally warm weather the reason, although
later temperature plumeted.

York — Fees

allowed

attorneys

Buffalo — Intimations

that

lack

of top

grade pictures might prevent opening of
the Century Theatre, first-run downtown
house, after the Dipson-Basil interests
take over the lease August 1 were made
by Nikitas K. Dipson in statements to the
press — remarks that brought into the open
a situation under discussion here in trade
circles since Dipson and the Basil Brothers acquired the Century, with the Bailey,
East Side community theatre, and the
Riviera, first run in the neighboring city
of North Tonawanda.
Dipson declared on his return from New
York, where he had gone “to secure commitments for product,” that the trip was
in vain and that he was unable to announce the theatre’s policy as he had expected. He inferred all prospective pictures were committed to the Shea theatres, which gives us the three houses
July 31.
Countering that was a statement from
Vincent R. McFaul, president and general manager of Buffalo Theatres, Inc.,
operating the Shea circuit, that the circuit’s seasonal buying still is incomplete.
He added that it had not been able to
obtain all the screenplays it expected to
need, but that there still was product
available.

Payette Reports Warner
Managerial Changes

Pay Loew Attorneys and
Accountants in Full
New

In Dipson Charges

Washington — John
and

accountants representing plaintiffs in the
Loew minority suit have been paid in full
when the time limit expired for appeals
on Supreme Court Justice Louis A. Valente’s decision. A similar suit to the one
tried here and by Edgar F. Stiner, Hanna
W. Goldstein and Louis Sussman, parties
to the consolidated action decided by Judge
Valente, has been dismissed in the Wilmington courts by Chancellor W. W.
Harrington.
Arnold Hermann’s action against Loew’s
pending in chancery court in Wilmington
is still on the calendar for disposal. An
action for dismissal is slated to be filed

J. Payette,

Warner

zone manager, announces the following
managerial promotions and changes effective upon the opening of the new Kennedy Theatre in June:
Claude Land leaves the Colony to become manager of the Kennedy: James
Glennon, from the Seco to the Apollo;
Sidney Hoffman, from the Apollo to the
Colony: Theodore Lohmeyer, from the
York to the Avalon; Fred MacMillan, from
the Avalon to the Silver; Nelson Smith,
from the Home to the Avenue Grand; Lamar Keen, from the Silver to the Capitol,
Winchester, Va. Henry Coon, manager of
the Avenue Grand, is acting manager of
the
nolds.Penn during the illness of Dan Rey-

by Loew’s shortly.

Paul /. Richrath Heads
GN's Albany Exchange

Distribution of Foreign
Pictures Calls Snell
New

York — Frank

Snell, formerly

Albany,

succeeded
vice-

president of Van Beuren Pictures, will
shortly open offices in New York and form
his own company for the distribution of
foreign pictures.
He has already acquired a half dozen
British and Irish films, among them being
a 20th-Fox quota film starring Harry
Lauder.
Negotiations are being conducted with
World Pictures for a first run at the
Waldorf.

N.

Y. — Paul

Arthur

J. Richrath

J. Newman

has

as Grand

National branch manager. Newman’s future plans have not yet been announced.
Richrath has been with Grand National
for sometime, first in the Hollywood home
office, then in New York and more recently in Cleveland as branch manager.
He was in the contract department before
he went to Cleveland.
Richrath took up the reins here May 13.
Newman had been local Grand National
manager for more than a year. His predecessor was Cleve Adams, now in charge
of the Milwaukee branch.
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Wilmington
was unable to make
JJLEANOR POWELL
her customary visit to the M-G-M exchange during her recent engagement at
Loew’s Capitol, but remembered
friends there with a box of candy.

her
The

office group reciprocated by sending Eleanor’s mother a bouquet of roses on Mother’s Day . . . Samuel M. and Jacob E.
Flax of the Republic Exchange were highly elated over the large attendance at
trade screening of “Man of Conquest” in Baltimore’s Auditorium . . .
Harry Crull, Monogram salesman, was a
the

Picketing Restrainer
Wilmington, Del. — Chancellor
Harrington, in a written order,

manently enjoins the union and other defendants named in the action from interfering in any manner with the theatre “in
the free and uncontrolled use, occupancy,
and

enjoyment

of its business.”

tron of honor . . . Jack Kohler, Columbia's
Pittsburgh office manager, deviated from
the itinerary to the World’s Fair after
the Atlajitic City convention and trekked
homeward via Filmrow in order to visit
acquaintances.
Preferred Pictures, Inc., is being moved
to the home of Trio Productions, 203
Eye St., in accordance with the recent
combine . . . Harry Brown, former GN
branch manager, has returned from a twoweek Atlantic City sojourn . . . Mrs.
Jack Goldberg has gone to New York for
a visit with her mother . . . Henry Matcher
of Baltimore advises that Leo Fields has
recovered from his recent illness on the
coast . . . Mrs. Esther Blenzman, M-G-M
contract clerk, celebrated her birthday
with a group of recordings by her office
associates and a luncheon in her honor.
Ralph Binns, Horlacher district manager, has returned from the National Film
Carriers convention. James P. Clark was
re-elected president . . . Rhoda Margolis,
secretary to Paramount’s branch manager, will be married to Edward Smith on
Sunday . . . Harry Hunter, former Paramount branch manager, is expected to
arrive in Washington within a few days
. . . E. M. Loew had a formal opening for
his “Governor Ritchie” open-air theatre
in Baltimore. Many state and city officials were in attendance, among whom
were
son.

Governor

O’Conor

and

Mayor

Jack-

BRIDAL

SUITE

slapstick,

and

of M-G-M

has

planned

a week’s visit to New York to see the Fair
. . . Elmore Heins of Roanoke, Va., couldn’t
wait for office hours to advise J. E. Fontaine, Paramount branch manager, of the
receipts on “Union Pacific,” so proceeded
to arouse him at 12:30 Monday morning
. . . The Paramount group is looking forward to its Hollywood convention on June
8-10 . . . President Roosevelt made it a
point to visit the new Union Pacific train
on its call to the nation’s
Paramount ballyhoo trip.

capital on

the

Marjorie Dermody was the guest of Mr.
and Mrs. Jack Goldberg at the Variety
Mother’s Day luncheon . . . Blanche Hall
was the guest of Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Bachman at the same affair . . . “Judge”
Klein, one of the charter members of the
film industry in Baltimore and formerly
associated with the Rome interests, died
suddenly in Baltimore.
::

May

combination

romance

which

to find a satisfactory

entertainment

lacking

tempo

weighed

steady

stream

Annabella,

and
of

Young,

nolly. William Thiele
GORILLA,

THE

of

fails

formula,

down

commonplace

Robert

by

a

dialogue.

Walter

Con-

directed.

(20th-Fox) — While

the buffoon-

ery of the zany Ritz Bros, adds some new
comedy zest to this celluloid version of the
old

stage

same

favorite,

eerie

of another

should

fare

Harry Joe
directed.

HIDDEN

it is substantially

chiller that graced

boards

POWER

at

As

the

produced;

(Col) — The

the

the histrionic

generation.

comfortably
Brown

such,

it

boxoffice.

Allan

usual

Dwan

clear-cut

action entertainment customarily associated with Jack Holt, this finds the veteran
and

still virile

devise

a new

ly competent,
Larry Darmour
rected.

KID

FROM

with

turning

story

The
is

should

Lewis

(FN)— A

twist — there
please

O'Brien, Wayne Morris
Lewis Seiler directed.
WOLF

CALL

scientist

acting

to

is brisk-

somewhat

produced;

KOKOMO

a new

— which

hero

antitoxin.

weak.

Collins

fight

di-

story

is a triple marriage
the

multitudes.

The

capable performMay Robson, Pat
and

Joan

Blondell.

(Mono) — Substantial

program

feature adapted from Jack London's adventure melodrama dependable for satisfactory
service and returns in the market for which
it was

made.

Malvern
rected.

YOUTH

John

Carroll

produced;

IN REVOLT

and

George

(Col)— The

Movita.

Paul

Waggner

rank

and

di-

file

of theatre-goers will find this French production, with a revolutionary and Utopian
story
Louis

pattern, a little hard to take.
Barrault, Fabien Loris, Charles

rat.

Benoit-Levy

COMPLETE

county on a charge of operating his show
on Sunday, contrary to law. This was the
second trial of the case, the first having
been held on April 24 when the jury
failed to agree . . . Denver Aleshire, manager of the Page Theatre in Luray, has
been elected president of the chamber of
commerce in that town . . . Ben Pitts, well
known Virginia circuit owner, assisted in
the laying of the cornerstone of the new
administration building of the Mary
Washington College in Fredericksburg.

of the Arcaro boys went up to Washington
to see the Yankees play . . . Going and

(M-G-M) — A

whimsy

Warof the
manager was
saw Theatre
in Warsaw,
acquitted
JONES,
^^ILLIAM
last week in the circuit court of Richmond

Mervin Ullman, Altec engineer, took his
family up on the Skyline Drive during his
recent vacation . . . The Alexander Film
Co. yacht was in town last week and took
several groups of showmen down the
James River . . . Stewart Tucker and two

FLASHES

dialogue is snappy and
ances are turned in by

Millie Schroth

BOXOFFICE

REVIEW

biller , has
to Norman

Frees at Spartansburg , S. C. Her co-worker, Mrs. Harriet Kenworthy , will be ma-

W. W.
is pro-

hibiting members of the projectionists’
local, No. 473, IATSE, from picketing the
New Rialto Theatre here. The order per-

triple prize winner at the recent convention for his second place showing in
the nation-wide new account contest.
“Betty” Dempsey, M-G-M
set June 24 for her marriage

Rialto Gets

JeanDau-

coming: Bob Smeltzer and Fred Beiersdorf doivn from Washington praising the
new

Warner lineup . . . Frank Straus, assistant to David Kamsky of the advertising department of Neighborhood Theatres,

spent the weekend in Baltimore . . . Walter Vincent and Joe Egan were here from
New York looking over their local houses
. . . Charlie Yerby, assistant manager of
Loew’s, and his wife, visited Norfolk . . .
Howard Somma, son of Charles A. Somma, has joined the Navy . . . Ben CapIon, Harry Cohen and Elbert Grover were
among the film boys in town last week.
Sam

Bendheim

jr., general

manager

of

Neighborhood Theatres, has signed contracts for servicing all theatres with Altec
. . . Worth Watkins and Vernon Mays are
new members of the service staff of the
National . . . David Kamsky, Alex Ravdin
and Edith Lindeman were in the party
that took Richmond’s entry in the “Gateway to Hollywood” contest to Washington
. . . Robbers, characterized as amateurs,
broke into the Bellevue Theatre by jimmying the front door, but they failed to open
the safe, although they knocked off the
combination. A candy vending machine
was broken into and a small amount of
stamps
Film

taken from the desk of the manager, Joseph Mullen . . . The Richmond
Society presented for their third

offering last week a Russian film, “The
comedy.
Country Bride,” and a Charlie Chaplin

James

McCracken, graduate of Benedictine College, is now a member of the

Byrd

service staff, succeeding John Simmons who has gone to work at the State
Library . . . Eddie Weaver, organist at
Loew, played the Novachord as a novelty
on his program last week . . . Eddie Cumberland has turned his theatre in Colonial Beach into a dance hall . . . Graham
Barbee, district manager of the Lichtman
Theatres, was in town last week looking
over the houses.

directed.

REVIEWS

pictures will appear
of BOXOFFICE.

on the above

in an early issue

Delay

Paramount

Motion

New York — Paramount’s motion to dismiss the suit by minority stockholders has
been delayed until June 2.

20, 1939
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from

J^AYBE it was just a smart publicity
stunt — but Harold Ettes, New York
salesman, was driven down this way by a
New York cabby, William Lysaught, who
thought he heard his fare tell him tipsily,

page 26-A)

Sig Wittman, formerly with GN in Boston, is looking for a local theatre and may
become an exhibitor shortly . . . Sol Krugman, UA salesman in Philadelphia, on his
return from the coast convention spent
a day here with Eddie Peskay and Bill
Brown of Prefect Theatres . . . Maury
Stahl, exhibitor in Rutherford and Kearney, N. J., spent Monday with Harry Kalmine, under whom he worked for many
years . . . Stanley Goldberg, National
Screen Philadelphia manager, is a weekend commuter. His home is in the Quaker
City, but his friends are here . . . Louis
0
2
1
2
1

2
9
1
1
1
2
2

(Continued

coladed with a degree by the University of
New Brunswick at Fredericktown, N. B.,
Canada, over the weekend.

Grey, sound engineer for Loew’s, passed
away early in the week after a protracted
illness . . . Irving Wormser returns Monday from a vacation and Nat Cohn, New
York state district manager for Columbia,
reports back to his desk after a Miami sojourn on the same day . . . Howard Dietz
and Ray Bolger in a sidewalk conference
in front of the Loew Bldg, the other day
. . . Charles E. McCarthy says he’s not
joining the Hatless Club Contingent. Ditto
says Morris Kinzler, but Bravo! reports
Homer Harman, Roxy kingpin of advertising and publicity . . . Harry C. Arthur
returned to St. Louis Tuesday and while
here got a terrific yen for Swedish cooking, no kidding.
Harry H. Buxbaum was chairman of the
entertainment committee for Commissioner
John

Fay at a dinner given to him Saturday at the Commodore Hotel . . . And,
by the way, his son, Harry jr. recently
had his tonsils removed on the coast . . .
Ira Cohn, Pittsburgh 20th-Fox manager;
Edgar Moss, district manager with headquarters in Philadelphia; Sam
Gross,
Quaker City chieftain, were in town the
same day as Harry Kalmine and Harry
Feinstein of the Warner Pittsburgh zone
were seen on the main stem . . . Herman
Wobber returns Monday from Europe . . .
The

seventh S. R. Kent Drive is being dedicated to Joseph M. Schenck, chairman of
the 20th-Fox board.

Joseph Moskowitz will move into larger
quarters soon and Joe Pincus will be located on the fourth floor at the 20 th-Fox
home office . . . Irwin Zeltner has merged
his publicity office with Louis D. Straus
and they are now located in 30 Rockefeller
Plaza . . . Perc Westmore and his brother,
Wally, are in town and attended numerous
functions during the past week . . . Bob
Snyder is on a tour of various key cities
for Jack H. Hoffberg . . . B. C. Alexander ,
no relation to the principals involved, is
manager of the Chicago office of Alexander Previews. And while discussing the
company, Alexander Haas put on a neat
little housewarming party at the new headquarters in the Film Center Bldg. . . .
Herbert Rawlinson visited the Fordham
the other day with Arthur Willi in connection with “Gateway to Hollywood” contesan . . . Abe Ludacer, manager of the
Vogue, Bronx, is behind a movement to get
as many employes in Bronx theatres in
the Salem Rod and Reel Fishing Club as
possible.

26-H

“Take me to Juarez.” Ettes, who recovered
consciousness here in Philadelphia, said
he meant the picture. Lysaught thought
he meant the city . . . Joe Conway, Egyptian, invited all the mothers of the BalaCynwyd area as his guests on Mother’s
Day to see “Stagecoach” . . . Mrs. Rose
Weisman, Paramount stenographer, took
a vacation trip to Chicago, made it a
busman’s holiday by visiting
mount exchange there.

To the Winners —
City Zone Manager Jack Flynn, of the
Philadelphia Stanley -Warner circuit,
hands a $15 check to Silvert Setron
(center) and a $50 one to Henry
Kahan (right), two of the prize-winners in the “Grand Illusion” exploitation cotitest.

705,080 See " Pygmalion
"Chips" Draws Heavily
New York — Exactly 705,080 admissions
were rolled up at the Astor during the
23-week run of “Pygmalion.” For the first
two days, “Goodbye, Mr. Chips” tallied
almost 800 more people than its predecessor in the same period. On the first day
of “Goodbye,

Mr.

Chips,”

the gross

was

about $150 better than “Pygmalion” and
on the second day the take was $136 in
favor of the new tenant.
The
Week

week-by-week
sions for “Pygmalion”

1

breakdown
are:

of admisAdmissions

45,139
40,523

Para-

Looks as if love is a contagious thing
in the Stanley -Warner menage. Jack LeHota, S-W State, is just getting back from
a New York honeymoon; Mike Newalsky,
S-W Roosevelt, is getting hitched on the
28th; Bill Kanefsky, Warner publicity department, on June 11, and Jimmie Dormond, same department, end of June . . .
Everett Callow, Warner advertising head,
is out sick . . . Milt Young, Callow’s assistant, is becoming such an expert angler,
the fish fault when they see him . . .
Harry Nelson has taken over the Joy from
the Wax interests . . . H. J. (Doc) Schadd,
former president of MPTOA, a visitor.
The soft ball team organized among
Vine Streeters by H. J. Appell, Fox, took
a licking from the Horlacher team, led by
the superb pitching of Jim Clark . . .
Wives of many film men are on the golf
teams representing Ashbourne in the
Country Club League . . . Jack Schaeffer,
free-lance salesman, back at his desk in
Clark

Film Building, after a week’s illnes . . . Reel detailing activities of the
Los Angeles Sanatorium was shown at the
Variety Club . . . Variety Clubbers will
hold a dinner-dance, first of an annual
series, at the Cedarbrook Country Club,
June 23.

40,206

3
4

43,432
39,724
35,920
36,227
34,785

5
6
7
8

34,785
35,348
36,098
31,502
29,637
27,863
27,040
25,932

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

23

the

23,764
28,470

Allied reports a big and enthusiastic
meeting of exhibitors at the Broadwood.
Plans were laid for sending a delegation
to the Minneapolis convention . . . There
was a lot of impromptu amateur entertainment at the Warner Club’s spring
dance at Cedarbrook. George Lawson,
Warner artist, got up to dance with
Chaney and Fox; John the Barber sang
two songs, and Mike Lehrman, WB shipper, conducted his orchestra . . . Jack Harris, Mayfair, is getting engaged . . . Jim
Clark re-elected president of the National
Film Carriers Ass’n at the New York convention.

25,331
19,540
19,717
<3

days)

Total

Councilman

15,344
8,756
705,080

Wolison?

Miami — Indications are that Mitchell
Wolfson, Wometco partner, is likely to add
another to his string of titles in the near
future, that of councilman for the city of
Miami Beach.

Heilmans
Fifth
Ave . Reopen
as PalaceTroy's
Troy, N. Y. — Closed ten days during
which a new marquee was installed and
other improvements were made, the Fifth
Avenue Theatre has been reopened as the
Palace by Harry Heilman and his son Neil
of Albany. Roger C. Marmon, one-time
owner of theatres in Hainesville and Edwards, N. Y„ and more recently in charge
of the Royal, a Heilman house in Albany,
is managing the Palace.
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Welles Commends
Latin Films
Warner's plans for the making of
more films like "Juarez," concerning
Latin-American republics, have met
with the unqualified approval of Sumner Welles, under-secretary of state,
according to a letter received from him
by Harry M. Warner.
The communication thanked Warner
for arranging a private showing of the
Paul Muni starrer for the interdepartmental committee on cooperation with
the American republics, of which
Welles is a member.
"It is very gratifying," Welles said,
"to leam that Warner Bros, has further
plans for the utilization of outstanding
events

and personalities of the
boring American republics as
picture material. I believe that
a field rich in possibilities and
in every way

neighmotion
this is
worthy

of exploration."

A Gesture by Equity tor
A Place in Television
New

York — With

the

observation

that

television’s “development will be rapid,”
Equity, official organ of Actors’ Equity
Ass’n, in its current editorial, sees it “both
logical and necessary to remind its members that the jurisdiction over the field of
television rests with the Actors’ Equity
Ass’n, as it has for more than nine years,
with repeated affirmations to that effect
and considerable study of its development
during the experimental stage.”
The editorial addresses to its members
a request they report to Equity all offers
and terms made by producers for television work, “that the interests of all members of all branches of the 4A’s can be
safeguarded and their rights adequately
protected, provided only that the spirit of
‘One for all and all for one’ continues to
prevail.”

Vincent Sherman Boosted
As Director at Warner
Vincent

Sherman,

Warner

writer, has

been boosted to a director’s berth, with
“The Return of Dr. X” his first assignment. He was formerly a Broadway stage
actor and director. George Amy, who was
to have directed “Dr. X” has been transferred to “Kid Caruso.” Amy was also
recently elevated to a directorship.
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Blvd; Ivan Spear, Western

Manager)

Screen

Credit Arbitration

A New

Jurisdictional

Latest phase of the Screen Writers
Guild-Screen Playwrights-producers warfare has emerged as a dispute between the
SP and SWG over rights to arbitrate
screen credits, brought to a head in a
tangle over Universal’s “The Sun Never
Sets.” The studio tentatively assigned both
screenplay and original story credits to
W. P. Lipscomb. However, Jerry Horwin
and Arthur Fitz-Richards registered a
protest with the SWG, claiming they are
entitled to credit as co-authors of the
original, which claim the SWG arbitration
committee upheld. SP executives now
contend the SWG acted without authority
and point to the SP’s exclusive contract
with producers as giving them sole right
to arbitrate such disputes. At a membership meeting, however, the SP decided to
take no action pending the outcome of an
SWG hearing before the National Labor
Relations Board, in which the SWG seeks
recognition as sole bargaining agent.
Meantime the NLRB special attorney,
Bernard Alpert, is due in from the east,
with the SWG complaint expected to be
reopened shortly. The SWG executive
board met to map plans for a renewal of
its producer battle and to study a report
submitted by Robert Rossen concerning
the advisability of affiliating with a national labor organization.
While some 6,000 Class B members of
the Screen Actors Guild are voting by mail
to determine whether or not they shall
remain in the SAG, Laurence Beilenson,
SAG attorney, and Kenneth Thomson, executive secretary, are drafting new wage
scales and working conditions for extras,
to be submitted to the producer-SAG
standing committee. In face of the SAG’s
action in submitting the question of affiliation with the Guild to a direct vote,
the Superior Court case filed by three extras to test validity of the recent Class B
council election has been withdrawn, and
the 17 vacancies on the council will be
filled upon the outcome of the vote. Ballots were returnable May 19. Class B
members called a mass meeting to discuss the autonomy vote.
Proposed changes in the SAG-agent
franchising program are still under discussion by negotiating committees for the

CENTER

Right

Tangle

two groups,
nite future. with signatures in the indefiInternational representatives of the
IATSE and ousted officers of Local 37
are marking time pending renewal of their
court fight for control of the local next
Monday. Declaring he and his aides will
“fight it out to the finish,” Joseph Carpenter, president of the local, has vigorously denied reports that out-of-court
peace moves were being contemplated. As
a corollary of the Local 37-IA fight, the
Central Labor Council has passed a resolution demanding an investigation of District Attorney Fitts and his handling of
the case, and hinting at “producer domination” in his dismissal of a grand jury investigation into the IA’s affairs.
The Unit Managers Guild, formerly a
part of the Screen Directors Guild, has
ratified its separate agreement with the
producers. David Friedman has been
elected president; Harold Schwartz, vicepresident; B. F. McEveety, treasurer, and
Robert Ross, secretary. The UMG holds
a nine-year agreement with the producers.
The SDG will hold a membership meeting May 21 to ratify its producer agreement, which is also for a nine-year term.
Screen Cartoon Guild has filed a complaint with the NLRB charging Metro refuses to negotiate a working agreement
for the 115 workers in the studio’s cartoon
unit. The Screen Readers Guild is demanding a 100 per cent closed shop in its
negotiations with producers for a working
agreement. Screen Publicists Guild and
producers are continuing their negotiations for a working pact.

SP to Continue
Its Course
Screen

Playwrights, Inc., in a membership meeting, served notice it will

pursue its objectives, and protect contract rights of writers until such time
as the producers may recognize the
Screen Writers Guild, which organization SP charges has "overstepped authority" in the arbitration of screen
credit disagreements.
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Executives Continue

Production Speeded;

Production Talks

40 Before Cameras

Expected to remain for a week, John
Hay Whitney, chairman of the board of
Selznick International, has arrived from
New York for conferences with David O.

Production has speeded up. With 40
pictures now before the cameras at major
plants, another ten are being prepared for
immediate starts.

Selznick on the studio’s production plans
for the immediate future. Whitney also
is checking the progress being made on

Columbia rolled “Blondie Takes a Vacation” and “Prison Doctor” to total eight.
Metro started “A Day at the Circus” and
“Ninotchka,” giving the studio seven in
work. Monogram broke an idle spell by

“Gone

With the Wind” and, with Selznick, selected William Hebert to succeed
Victor M. Shapiro, who resigned as publicity director for the company.
Postponing his departure a few days,
George J. Schaefer, RKO Radio president,
left for New York after an extended stay
at the studio. While here he concluded
several important production deals and detailed the 1939-40 production lineup in
huddles with Pandro Berman, studio production head. Schaefer was accompanied
east by Ralph Doyle, distribution head in
Australia. To begin actual preparations
for filming “Abe Lincoln in Illinois,” Max
Gordon and Harry Goetz have checked in
at the studio. Production start has been
set for August 1.
Ben Goetz, in charge of Metro’s British
production, has left for New York and
London, having brought studio conferences concerning production plans for the
English unit to a close. He remained over
for the local premiere of “Goodbye, Mr.
Chips.” Victor Saville, producer at
Metro’s Denham studios, remains here
several weeks longer to complete arrangements for coming British product. Louis
B. Mayer, studio head, and Howard Strickling, chief of publicity, were due in from
New York, where they spent some time
in conferences concerning the new season’s
product.
Having arranged for a number of premieres in British colonial capitals for “The
Sun Never Sets,” Joseph H. Seidelman,
foreign sales manager for Universal,
trained out for New York after a stay of
several days. Another studio visitor is J.
Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the board,
who came in from New York to huddle
with Cliff Work and other local executives concerning plans for the new season.
James R. Grainger, chief of sales for
Republic, has returned east. He came
down from, San Francisco, where he presided over the company’s western regional sales convention, to discuss sales
campaigns on new product with Herbert
J. Yates before heading for New York.
Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount vicepresident, has returned to the studio after
attending the three-day convention of the
Interstate Theatre Circuit in Galveston,
Texas, reporting that exhibitors in that
territory are delighted with Paramount’s
offer to let them in on the studio’s production plans. Joseph M. Schenck checked in at 20th Century-Fox from New York
for an indefinite stay. He was in the east
only a short time.
Concluding a six-week jaunt to France
and England, where he handled the premieres of “Wuthering Heights,” James
Roosevelt is back at his desk as vice-presi28

rolling “Stunt Pilot.” Paramount, listing
no new starts, continues filming on eight
features.
Republic has three in work, including a
new western, “Oklahoma Outlaws.” RKO
Radio lists seven, with “Nurse Edith Cavell”
and “Bad Lands” as starters. Twentieth
Century-Fox gave the nod to “Harmony at
Home,” delayed several days, to total a
quintet.
Universal got under way with “I Stole
a Million,” the plant thus tabulating four
features and a serial in work. Aggregate
of activity among the various United Artists producers totals three pictures, none
new starts. Warner shoved off “Career
Man,” giving the studio six pictures on
sound stages.
13 One-Reelers

Under

Title "Photo Crimes"
Having acquired screen rights from
Look magazine, Leonard Goldstein has announced plans to produce a series of 13
one-reel short subjects under the title
“Photo Crimes,” on which he is now negotiating a major release. Goldstein, formerly connected with Coronet Pictures,
has taken office space on the Grand National lot and plans to begin production
within three weeks. As yet he has not
lined up a director, writer or other technicians.
Another recently-formed independent
company, World Events, Inc., has disclosed
its intentions of producing 26 one-reel
subjects on the various phases of modern
aviation. Incorporated last February 27,
the company lists Harry Marsh in charge
of production and Fred Lane as secretary-treasurer. Financing, Marsh said, is
being obtained from cameramen, grips.
dent of Samuel Goldwyn, Inc. He returns
east in June to attend the United Artists
board of directors meeting.
Other departures included:
J. J. Milstein, New York representative
for Edward Small, who left after discussing selling plans for “The Man in the
Iron Mask;” Sam Katzman, independent
producer, who headed for New York for
huddles with Nat Saland, of Mercury Pictures, regarding distribution of a series of
Jimmy Dunn action pictures; and Carl
Laemmle jr., now in New York discussing
aler.possible production deal with Gene FowA. H. McCausland has arrived to assume
his duties as executive aide to Harry Edington, head of Famous Productions, at
Universal. William Shapiro, talent scout
for Principal Pictures, checked in after a
five-week jaunt through the east.

sound men, lab workers and other studio
technicians. The subjects, which will present a filmization of a complete aviation training course, will star A1 K. Hall
jr. Endorsements of the plan have been
secured from the Department of Air Commerce, the Junior Birdmen of America
and the state department of visual education. No studio space has been secured
and no release has been set.
Titles are expected to be announced
and a production start slated within the
next three weeks on the series of eight
pictures which will be produced for Monogram release by E. B. Derr and Jerry
Brandt for the 1939-40 program. Brandt,
son of the late Joe Brandt, once head of
Columbia studios, will function as an associate producer and is also linked financially with Derr in the undertaking.
Cathedral Pictures is well underway with
its first production venture, “The Great
Commandment,” starring John Beal. Marjorie Cooley has been signed as the feminine lead and Irving Pichel is the director.
Semi-religious in theme, it is being produced by Jack Coyle and the Rev. James
K. Friedrich of the Beverly Hills Episcopal
Church for an as yet unnegotiated release.

Producers Put American
Flavor in Short Films
Having already lined up an impressive
array of feature-length productions into
which will be instilled the doctrines of
patriotism, Americanization and anti-totalitarianism, Hollywood’s picture-making
moguls are turning to the short subject as
another medium in which the industry’s
new-found production policy is to be exhibited.
James A. FitzPatrick, at M-G-M, has announced that his new series of Travel Talks
for the 1939-40 season will bear the slogan
“See America First” and that he will desert foreign soil as subjects for the shorts
in favor of American points of historical
and geographic significance. The same
studio is already under way with great
events in America’s history.
At Warner, where the historical short
subjects have been on schedule for the
past two years, the program will be augmented through the release of a series of
Americanism cartoons, to be produced in
color by Leon Schlesinger. “Old Glory,”
the initial subject, is now underway at
Schlesinger’s
plant.
in
length.
In

the feature

It will be two reels

division, Warner

has

scheduled

a June 5 start for “Underground,” a spy story, which is being
scripted by Edwin Justus Mayer. On the
same date “Boycott,” to feature Alan Hale,
will be before the cameras. This deals
with the activities of the German-American Bunds.

Develop " Family " Series
In the Cartoon Field
First “family” series in the cartoon field
is being developed by Hugh Harmon and
Rudolph Ising, contract cartoonists at
Metro. Harmon is developing “Goldilocks and the Three Bears” and Ising is
working on a sequel, “The Sleeping Bear,”
which will feature Papa, Mama and Buddy
Bear.
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RULING
FAVORITES
EASTMAN’S

three new motion picture neg-

ative films have quickly established themselves as the favorites of the industry. Plus-

X for general studio work . . . Super-XX for
all difficult exposures

. . . fine-grained Back -

ground-X for backgrounds
terior work. Each

makes

and all-round exits special con-

tribution, and all have that typical reliability closely identified with Eastman
Eastman

Kodak

Company,

films.

Rochester, N. Y.

(J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors, Fort Lee,
Chicago, Hollywood.)

EASTMAN

Plus-X...

Super-XX ... Buekyround-X
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^*HEkindred
HOLLYWOOD
Anti-Nazi League
liberal organizations
in and
the
film capital, the policies, purposes and
operations of which are normally beyond
criticism so far as this department is concerned, are failing to display their usual
admirable militancy and alert efficiency in
the case of Richard Rosson, M-G-M director, being held in Germany.
Rosson and his wife are being detained
by authorities near Graz, Austria, for
photographing in a district not covered
by his official permits. He was sent
abroad by Winfield Sheehan, Metro producer, to pick up background scenes near
Vienna for a forthcoming motion picture
which Sheehan will make. Having completed one assignment, Rosson was ordered by Sheehan to make some additional
scenes in the community, during the
photographing of which he was picked
up by government officials.
At the same time executive and publicity circles at Metro have been vague in
talking about what the studio is doing
to assist Rosson in his present predicament. One statement, issued on May 8
by Sheehan, outlined the details of Rosson’s assignment, pointing out that Rosson obtained recommendations from the
German consulate here, received official
permits from the propaganda ministry in
Germany, explained that neither he nor
his assistants speak German and may have
strayed over the boundaries of their permits; and confidently declared, “I feel
certain the mistake will be cleared up
within the next few days.”
Since that date, daily inquiries at the
studio have resulted in repetitions of such
confident assurances — “He’ll be out in a
few days.”
Up until the time of Sheehan’s statement, the Anti-Nazi League had taken no
steps which would in any way indicate
the organization was working on the case.
Upon being contacted for information concerning its plans, one HANL official declared that, in the event Rosson was not

than

best of the week coming from Leo’s laboratory, while a third contribution from the
Culver City studio missed the first division by a hair’s breadth. A total of eight
pictures made their debut. The trio vieing for top honors included Metro’s “Goodbye, Mr. Chips” and “It’s a Wonderful
World,” competing with Columbia’s “Only
Angels Have Wings.”
Translation of James Hilton’s whimsical
“Goodbye, Mr. Chips” from the written
word to celluloid was a well-nigh flawless
piece of work. The English-made picture
captures all the grace, dignity, simplicity
and

gentle humor of Hilton’s book, instills it with vitality and freshness and

thus can be classified as one of the year’s
greatest pictures — so beautifully is it done.
Unquestionably it will win the universal
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Goldwyn
a

took

immediate

paradoxical

situation

ed by the United Artists annual
vention. The United Artists sales

steps
reveal-

sales conforce visit-

ed a number of film plants — but not the
United Artists studio; and less United Artists
product
lots.

released immediately, a meeting of the
executive board would be called to discuss
ways and means of applying pressure
through various consular contacts in
Washington, D. C„ a move which so far
has not been taken.
Furthermore, despite Sheehan’s assurances that the director is due to be freed
“within the next few days,” and despite
the HANL’s rather tepidly-expressed intentions of stepping into the cause, the
fact remains that Rosson, at this writing
at least, is still in durance vile in an Austria-German government building (whether it is a jail or not is not definitely
known) and has been since March 20.
Warner, in its “Dead End Kids at Valley Forge,” is possibly trying to emulate
the eminent horticulturist after whom the
town in which the studio is located was
named. Two of the studio’s healthiest
babies — crime and service school yarns —
are evidently being blended with a share
of the Warners’
canization.

new-found

joy, Ameri-

if Dick Powell were in the background, singing, and the parade-ground
sequence included 200 Busby Berkeley
chorus girls, that would make it a 100 per
cent Burbankian undertaking .

is being

made

there

So,

henceforth

it will

Samuel

Goldwyn

Studios,

of

be

than
known

providing

California approves the
tion for a change in name.

on

other

as

the

the State

producer's

peti-

There is a note of characteristically
Hollywoodian irony in the announcement
from Universal that Sigrid Gurie, who
more than a year ago was being widely
publicized as “a find” (Samuel Goldwyn
having been the finder) and who hasn’t
appeared before the cameras since, is
signed for a featured part in a forthcoming production.
The

title of the film

is “Forgotten

Woman.”
In view of the present trend toward
previewing pictures in the localities furnishing their respective backgrounds, Dublin seems almost a cinch to wind up with
a gala Hollywood premiere — Klieg lights
and all. Warner is preparing “Three
Cheers for the Irish” and Republic is filming “The Fighting Irish.”
As long as Paramount's “Union Pacific"
train remains on tour, the studio's daily publicity releases will probably continue to resemble a time table.

Now

No

sooner

had

the

visiting

parted the more-or-less

Chips , Chicanery
Mighty Metro dominated the preview
situation, with two of the three pictures
which critical comments classify as the

Samuel

to eradicate

delegates

Sunny

de-

Southland.

and

20th Century-Fox press books on “The
Grapes of Wrath,” when that John Steinbeck novel is transformed into celluloid,
should caution exhibitors concerning possible typographical errors on their marquees— such as omitting the “G” or substituting an “I” for the “A” in grapes.

Chumps

acclaim of critics and more discerning
audiences, but, possibly, ranks a little too
much on the cultural side to appeal generally to extremely robust film appetites.
Robert Donat, in the title role, scores a
personal triumph which only slightly,
nevertheless, overshadows Sam Wood’s
masterful direction and the production
guidance of Victor Saville. Winning second honors in the Thespic division is
Greer Garson, an unfamiliar personage
to American audiences, who more than
wins her spurs with a performance characterized by its delicacy and fine shadings.
Too, a large share of the plaudits are due
R. C. Sherriff, Claudine West and Eric
Maschwitz, who so splendidly adapted the
Hilton original into scenario form.
Columbia’s “Only Angels Have Wings”
combines spectacle and tense drama, suspense and sweeping action so successfully
that the air adventure feature, with its

tropical locale, should set a new high altitude record for mass appeal and potential
boxoffice take. Cary Grant and Jean Arthur head a strikingly superior cast,
among which audiences will be delighted
to find an old favorite, Richard Barthelmess, in a meaty comeback role. Jules
Furthman, credited with the screenplay,
made it pungent with crisp dialogue,
abundant excitement and deft touches of
comedy. Howard Hawks, who wrote the
original story, produced and directed, deserves unqualified approval on all counts,
and is responsible, in addition, for some
thrilling and realistic air sequences rating
with the best ever filmed.
“It’s a Wonderful World,” bearing the
M-G-M label, is decidedly of the screwball school which was enjoying such a
precedental vogue in production circles
two years ago, and for which there should
still be a sufficient following to assure imBOXOFFICE

::

May
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pressive grosses for the offering. Employing the approach used in the AcademyAward winning “It Happened One Night,”
Director W. S. Van Dyke piles laugh upon
laugh and situation upon situation, his
efforts based on the script by Ben Hecht
from an original by Hecht and Herman
Mankiewicz. Claudette Colbert troupes
superbly, dominating an excellent cast in
which James Stewart is her running-mate.
Finished production by Frank Davis puts
the aggregate into the front rank.
*

*

*

Among the better-class offerings were
Paramount’s “Gracie Allen Murder Mystery,” Metro’s “Tell No Tales” and RKO
Radio’s “The Girl From Mexico.” Probably the best of this group was “Tell No
Tales,” which does not come far from attaining the top-brackets despite the fact
that it was given the inauspicious debut
usually associated with ordinary program ers. A newspaper melodrama, it
carries a full load of suspenseful action,
boasts a sterling marquee name in Melvyn
Douglas and indicates, if nothing else, that
Leslie Fenton is one of the most valuable
directorial finds of the season. Heretofore confined to short subjects, Ex- Actor
Fenton squeezes the utmost out of every
situation in Lionel Houser’s screenplay and
is largely responsible for a well-balanced
and entertaining picture. Edward Chodorov produced.
Rib-tickling farce and an adept blend
of Gracie Allen’s clowning with a typical
S. S. Van Dine sleuth drama is “The
Gracie Allen Murder Mystery,” a nonsensical offering which should delight
average patrons. Director Alfred E. Green
kept proceedings more or less under control, while Producer George Arthur gave
the wacky Miss Allen a substantial supporting cast. Nat Perrin collaborated with
the late Mr. Van Dine on the screenplay.
Also in the comedy vein, and potentially
a surprise hit in many situations, is “The
Girl From Mexico,” which brings Lupe
Velez back to the screen with all her volatile and dynamic talents unleashed.
Neither she nor Leon Errol, in a fat comedy role, spare the horses in the slightest,
and the result is fast-paced and packed
with broad humor. Director Leslie Goodwins started the proceedings with a rush
and ended them in a whirlwind, aided and
abetted by a delirious script from the typewriters of Lionel Houser and Joseph A.
Fields. Robert Sisk produced.
*

Another

*

*

pair of pictures fall into the

just-acceptable category. Universal’s “ExChamp” is a story of the prize-ring strictly standard in development and adequately
enacted by Tom Brown and Victor McLaglen. “Code of the Secret Service,”
second in the Warner series, moves along
rapidly and to formula as melodramatic
action fare.
"Sing, Sing" to Walsh
Raoul Walsh has signed to

direct

“20,000 Years in Sing Sing,” featuring
John Garfield and Ann Sheridan, at Warner. Picture rolls June 6.

Warner

"Alone" lor Goulding
has assigned Edmund Goulding

to direct “We Are Not Alone,” the next
Paul Muni starrer.
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Horne Is Boosted

Goldwyn Changing

By Walt Disney

Name of UA Lot

Hal Horne, who for the past 15 months
has been eastern representative for the
company, has been
named vice-president
in charge of distribution and a member of
the

board of governors of Walt Disney
Productions. Announcement of the
promotion came following a meeting of
the board of directors.
Horne, who has been
in executive huddles
HAL hokne
with Disney here for
the past several weeks, plans to return to
New York. Richard Condon, of the eastern office, who accompanied him here,
will leave for the east at the same time.
No successor has been named to fill the
berth of studio publicity director, left vacant by the resignation of Gregory Dickson, who assumed charge of the Samuel
Goldwyn pralsery. Studio spokesmen express the opinion that a major portion of
Disney’s publicity will be handled out of
the New York office, at least for the time
being.

Hebert Succeeds Shapiro
As S-I Publicity Head
Succeeding Victor M. Shapiro, who resigned, William Hebert has been signed as
publicity director for Selznick International Pictures. He joins the staff June
1, relinquishing his post as publicity contact for Cecil B. DeMille at Paramount.
Shapiro, who has been with S-I since
January, mapped the “Gone With the
Wind” campaign since the film went into
production. He has indicated he will return to active participation in Baer
Laboratories of New York, in which he retained a partnership while acting as S-I
publicity head, and will remain on the
coast to supervise the western activities of
that corporation. David O. Selznick expressed regret at Shapiro’s resignation,
declaring their relations to have been
“most harmonious.”
At the same plant, Victor Fleming has
returned to resume direction of “Gone
With the Wind” after two weeks of rest.
Sam Wood, who temporarily replaced
Fleming, is continuing his chore, with the
possibility that Selznick will expedite the
production scheduled by retaining both directors.
In accordance with his policy of bringing exhibitors closer to the studio’s dayby-day activities, Y. Frank Freeman,
Paramount vice-president, has transferred
Louis Notarius here from New York. Notarius, associated with the company’s
theatre operations for 15 years, will continue to serve as liaison officer between
studio production officials and exhibitors
and distributors in the field; will conduct
surveys of exhibitor and audience reactions to product and players; and will

Although he has been in complete ownership of the plant since 1935, Samuel
Goldwyn has just petitioned the state of
California for permission to change the
name of United Artists studios to Samuel
Goldwyn studios, and is removing all
traces of the UA label which the lot has
borne since November, 1926.
Built originally in 1919 by Jesse Hampton, film pioneer, the property passed into
the hands of Mary Pickford and Douglas
Fairbanks three years later. With the
formation of United Artists Corp. in 1926,
the UA Studio Corp. was organized, leasing the physical property from Fairbanks
and Miss Pickford, and operated jointly by
them and Joseph M. Schenck, who then
headed Feature Productions.
Goldwyn moved in in 1928 after first becoming a stockholder. With Darryl Zanuck and Schenck, he acquired the Pickford-Fairbanks rights to the studio in
1933 and, two years later, purchased the
holdings of Schenck and Zanuck, who departed to merge with the Fox Film Corp.
For the last four years, however, Goldwyn has postponed taking action to
change the name of the property — a period during which he has invested heavily in improvements, new buildings and
stages. During normal production periods
the lot employs 900 clerks and artisans,
has a police force of 24, eight firemen and
a maintenance crew of 32. Studio comprises eight stages, one of which is the
largest in Hollywood.
The only other UA producer on the lot
at present is Walter Wanger, who occupies
production
term lease. and

office space on a shoi’t-

Sol Lesser Definitely Set
To Contribute UA Trio
Sol Lesser is definitely set to contribute
three features to United Artists’ 1939-40
program, including “Our Town,” a recent
purchase, production of which will be supervised by Ernst Lubitsch. The other two
vehicles have not been announced.
Crawford's Next Set
Joan Crawford’s next M-G-M starrer,
following “The Women,” will be “Park
Avenue Models.” John W. Considine jr.
will produce.
endeavor to determine reactions to new
personalities introduced to the screen.
At the same studio Ed Churchill, department editor on the publicity staff, has
resigned effective after the sales convention here closes June 10. Frank Pope will
join the staff as replacement. Abe Frank el, who has been in charge of songwriters
for the studio, has also resigned. He intends to enter the music publishing business, opening offices here in June.
Anna May Wong, currently doing personal appearances in Australia, has been
dropped from the Paramount contract list
after two years with the studio.
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Honeymooning

at Boulder Dam

are Leo

Gorcey, oldest of the “Dead End” kids,
and Katherine Marvis of Atlanta, who
flew to Yuma and were married. Mrs.
Josephine Gorcey and Mrs. Fay Marvis,
their mothers, accompanied them for the
ceremony. Gorcey is 22 and his bride 17
. . . Bill Guthrie, Warner location department head, has gone to Washington
as guest of E. J. Engel, president of the
Santa Fe railroad.
*

Robert Livingstone, Republic player, has
headed for Mexico City, accompanied by
his wife, for a three-week vacation . . .
Sam Wood will leave for New York to join
his wife and daughter on a short holiday
when he has completed his assignment on
“Gone With the Wind” . . . Lois January,
screen actress, planed to New York to
enact the feminine lead in a forthcoming
Broadway show . . . Sam Katzman, head
of Victory Pictures, is conferring in Manhattan with Nat Saland, president of
Mercury Laboratories, regarding a forthcoming series of action melodramas Katzman will produce.
*

George Murphy and June Preisser were
guests of Gov. Culbert Olson at the Governor’s Ball in Sacramento. Murphy did a
tap specialty and Miss Preisser performed

Larry Kimble, Warner writer, is vacationing in the east . . . Crane Wilbur, John
Litel, Gloria Holden, Rosella Towne, Howard Lang, Ted Osborne and Erville Alderson, Warner players, will appear as guests
at a patriotic meeting planned by the city
fathers of Huntington Park, May 21, at
the Huntington Park Theatre. Three of

by 500 nuns
Angeles and
is planning
Westmore,
gone to New

the company’s historical featurettes will
be screened . . . Aeneas MacKenzie and

and her mother have left for a month’s
holiday in Hawaii . . . Robert Florey is en
route to Hollywood from a vacation in

John

Huston, authors of “Juarez,” discussed the picture before 300 members of
women’s clubs affiliated with the California Federation of Women’s Clubs at a
luncheon at the Somerset House.

New York
terial.

World’s Fair for possible ma★

Twentieth Century-Fox executives and
employes have set June 11 as the date for
their annual golf tournament. Play will
be at the Rancho club, with Jack Codd as
chairman . . . General chairman of the
annual Comedies vs. Leading Men baseball game sponsored by Mt. Sinai Hospital
will be Harold Lloyd. The tilt will be
played here in July . . . Lupe Velez has
gone to Chicago for an engagement at
the Chez Paree . . . En route from New
York after a six-week vacation in Europe
are Director James Hogan and his wife
. . . Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount vicepresident, and Producer-Director Frank
Lloyd were hosts at a studio luncheon to
Capt. H. R. G. Kinahan and ten officers
of H. M. S. Orion, British cruiser, here on
a week’s “good will” visit.

*

Betty Field, young

Paramount

starlet,

France . . . Republic’s studio club will hold
its annual golf tournament at the Brentwood Country Club, May 21 . . . Charlie
Ruggles is competing in a national handball tournament in San Francisco.

*
*

Dennis O'Keefe has returned from a
week’s vacation at Fuller’s Rancho . . .
Dr. Eric Locke, assistant to Producer Sidney Franklin at Metro, is en route to Paris
to film backgrounds for a forthcoming
Franklin picture . . . Spencer Tracy is due
back in the film capital from a short
European vacation.
*

Hal Wallis, executive producer for Warner, and his wife, Louise Fazenda, have
left for a three-month holiday in Europe,
trekking through Mexico on the way . . .
RKO Radio’s studio golf tourney was held
at the Lakeside Country Club in Long
Beach, May 14.
*

her tumbling dance . . . Metro’s Little
Theatre group was to present “Kind Lady”
at the Wilshire-Ebell Theatre, May 18
and 19. Play is by Edward Chodorov,
adapted from a story by Hugh Walpole.
Fred Kruger directed and Goldie Hultsch
produced. Players include John Logan,
Bertha Weiss, Norma Jean Wright, Beatrice Netzel, Frances Wondershak, Dave
Walden and Thomas Sanders . . . David
Miller, Metro shorts director, and E. Maurice Adler, writer, are looking around the

from the Archdiocese of Los
San Diego . . . Allen Jenkins
a trip to Mexico . . . Perc
Warner makeup head, has
York on business.

Bette Davis is vacationing for two weeks
before reporting for her next Warner assignmet. . . Jascha Heifetz has left for
New York, winding up his film chore . . .
William K. Howard addressed the convention of California Probation Officers
in Sacramento on “Crime and the Motion
Pictures” ... A reception on a Selznick
International sound stage was held for
Harry Davenport, celebrating the 68 th
anniversary of his theatrical career.
Davenport is 73.
*

John Litel, Crane Wilbur and Gloria
Holden were set to appear at a special
screening of three Warner historical featurettes at the Forum Theatre, attended

Junior Leo Bows
In an attempt to establish a separate
advertising identity for short subjects,
Metro has created a special “junior” lion
trademark to replace the familiar “Leo”
on all short subjects released next season.
The new trademark will be featured in
promotional campaigns to stimulate interest in shorts as possible substitutes for
double features.
More

than 3,500 chapters of Lions International, comprising 125,000 members,

Hoagy Carmichael, tunesmith, and Matty Malneck, orchestra leader, won the
Paramount studio club’s doubles tennis
tourney, defeating Richard Love and
Ralph Stack, and were awarded the Bob
Burns trophy. Love beat Stack in the
singles to cop the Claudette Colbert award
. . . For her work in promoting the studio
club’s winter ice skating series at PanPacific Auditorium, Peggy Schwartz of
Paramount’s research staff, was presented
with a gold cup. Miss Schwartz was also
chairman of the spring dance at the
Beverly Hills Hotel.
*

Melvyn Douglas is in Sacramento to attend meetings of the State Welfare Board
and to do a couple of broadcasts in support of relief work . . . Irving Berlin and
B. G. DeSylva planed to New York . . .
Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger headed for
New York to begin work on a musical
which may hit Broadway.
*

Alice Faye has returned to 20th Century-Fox following a short vacation in the
east . . . Charles Boyer plans to head for
Paris for picture work when he has completed a commitment at Universal.
*

Carl Laemmle sr., and his two brothers,
Louis and Sigfried, were co-hosts at a
reunion of some 50 refugees from Nazi
Germany, old school chums of the
Laemmles, at the former producer’s home.
Many of the guests were brought back
from Germany by Laemmle during his annual trips to Europe over a period of ten
years.

*

Sonja Henie and Joseph M. Schenck
shared the honors as hosts when the
Crown Prince and Princess of Norway
visited 20th Century-Fox during their
brief stay in Southern California. The
royal couple toured the studio and were
entertained at luncheon before entraining
for San Francisco.

" Lincoln " to Bow

have been enlisted in a gigantic “lion
hunt” in public zoos and menageries, with
likely specimens under eight months of

"Juarez" Exhibit

“Young Mr. Lincoln,” 20th Century-Fox
picture starring Henry Fonda, will have
its western premiere at the Fox Wilshire
Theatre June 2. Marian Anderson, Negro
contralto, will be on hand to sing.

age to participate in a “beauty parade” at
the Lions convention in Pittsburgh, July
18-21. Winner will be christened Leo jr.,
at the New York World’s Fair and dispatched to Hollywood.

Composed of information on “Juarez,”
the Warner research department is preparing a unit to be entered in an exhibit
during the convention of the Special Libraries Ass’n in Baltimore May 23-27.
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Hays to New York After
Four Days on Coast
Establishing something of a record for
brevity — both in the length of his stay and
a report of his activities while here — Will
Hays, chief of the producers’ association,
returned to New York after spending only
four days on the coast, approximately a
week less than west coast officials of the
Hays office had expected.
He accomplished the chief purpose of
his visit, however, turning his attentions
to ways and means of speeding completion of “Our America,” all-industry film
which will be exhibited at both World’s
Fairs. While here Hays spent most of his
time conferring on the subject with Cecil
B. DeMille, who is in charge of its production. Film is expected to be completed
within ten days.
Roy Norr, public relations counsel in
the New York office who accompanied
Hays here, stayed a few days longer but
has also returned east.
Action on the long- pending annual producer-labor parleys concerning revisions
in the present basic working agreements
is expected to be taken when Pat Casey,
producer-labor contact for the Hays office, returns here next week from New
York, where he has spent more than two
months in conference with international
union leaders. Business representatives of
various crafts have already met with
studio managers and Victor Clarke, Casey’s
lieutenant here, to discuss proposed
changes. Still to be determined is the
position of four IATSE locals, previously
signatories to the agreement, but now an
undetermined quantity because of the yet
unsettled question of local autonomy and
control of Local 37. Carpenters, teamsters, musicians and electricians are
present signatories.

Charges ' Rembrandt ' Was
Pirated ; Asks $500,000
Seeking damages of $500,000, Elsie Hunt
has filed suit in superior court charging
United Artists Corp., London Film Productions, Ltd., Alexander Korda and Samuel Goldwyn are guilty of story piracy in
the Korda production, “Rembrandt.” Complaint lodged by Miss Hunt asserts her
story, “The Night Watch of Rembrandt
Van Rijin,” was submitted to the defendants in 1935 and rejected, and that the
picture, produced in 1936, was based in
large part on her manuscript.

Lindsay in "U" Film

Universal has borrowed Margaret Lindsay from Warner for a topline in “The
Underpup,” now in work as a Joe Pasternak production with Richard Wallace directing.

Helms "Hit Parade"

John

Auer

has been assigned as producer-director of Republic’s “Hit Parade
of 1938.” Picture was originally set to
be under the production guidance of Sol
C. Siegel.
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Campaign Againsi
Pro-Nazi Groups
Along two
fessions of a
of both, the
and kindred

fronts, with Warner’s “ConNazi Spy” as the focal point
Hollywood Anti-Nazi League
organizations have opened a

campaign against any attempts by proNazi groups or individuals to curtail widespread exhibition of the feature.
Charging the local German-American
Bund with being the culprits, the HANL’s
official publication, Hollywood Now, reported the distribution of “scurrilous leaflets” attacking the Warner feature because the company allegedly used Jews in
the positions of actors, writers, director,
producer, technical advisor and historical
director. The circulars, signed “Committee on Unemployment, Hollywood Actors
and Technicians,” charged that films of
this type “disgust American audiences and
destroy foreign markets for Americanmade pictures, and deprive our thousands
of unemployed actors, technicians and extras of opportunity to work.” The HANL,
however, maintains that there is no such
“committee” and pins the authorship of
the circulars on the Bund.
HANL officials declared that, as far as
could be determined, the circulars were
distributed only locally and, apparently, in
limited numbers.
Earlier, the HANL had dispatched a
telegram to the board of appeals of Kansas City, Mo., vigorously protesting attempts by the German vice-consul there
to stop the showing of “Nazi Spy” through
circulation of a petition. The League’s
wire charged the petition is “obvious work
of known Nazis and Nazi sympathizers”
and said the film “is the greatest antiFascist picture yet made.”
A similar message, urging that the board
“not be swayed by minority Nazi opinion,”
was dispatched by the Hollywood branch
of Associated Film Audiences.
Other progressive activities:
The Motion Picture Guild, which some
time ago announced plans for the cooperative filmization of Erika Mann’s expose
of conditions in Nazi Germany, “School for
Barbarians,” has embarked on a six-week
series of screenings of old-time motion
pictures. Titled “A Survey of the Film in
America,” the series covers the period from
1895 to 1930, with each showing followed
by an open forum for discussion and argument. Meetings are open to members only.
As reported some time ago in Boxoffice,
the MPG lists Floyd Crosby, cinematographer, as president; Tess Slesinger,
scenarist, as vice-president; Basil Wrangell as secretary; and an executive board
comprising Michael Alexander, John Garfield, Arthur Ornitz, Edward Cahn, S. J.
Perelman, Mrs. Frank Tuttle and John
Wexley. Miss Slesinger is currently developing a screen play of “School for Barbarians,” with the filming date in the indefinite future.
The MPG’s new program of screenings
somewhat parallels that of the Associated
Film Audiences, which will next present
“The 400,000,000,” the documentary film
produced by Joris Ivens, as a feature of its
lecture series. The Ivens production will

No Protective Measures
Taken at WB Studios
Despite the recent filing of a $5,000,000
suit by Fritz Kuhn and the GermanAmerican Bund against Warner Bros., in
which Kuhn and his organization allege
they are libeled by “Confessions of a Nazi
Spy,” and although general press opinion
connects Nazi agents with the recentlyreported kidnaping of George Palmer Putnam, publisher of “The Man Who Killed
Hitler,” a spokesman for Warner told
Boxoffice

that few, if any, precautions

or

protective measures against comparable
retaliatory acts are being taken by the
studio, its executives or the respective individuals who are connected with the filming of the provocative motion picture, now
in general release.
In only two instances have bodyguards
been deemed necessary. Traveling to New
York for a personal appearance, Lya Lys,
featured player in the film, was given such
protection. A similar guard was thrown
around Leon Turrou, ex-G-Man who was
instrumental in breaking up the Nazi spy
ring and who served as technical advisor
and collaborator on the picture, when he
journeyed east. No other protective action
has been taken either by the Warner studio
nor by the producers, director, writers and
other cast members, who at present are
without benefit of bodyguard.
This in the face of the fact that the
Southern California press seems unanimous in interpreting the kidnaping of Putnam as the work of Nazis, based on Putnam’s allegations that the two men who
seized him in the garage of his San Fernando Valley home, bound him, drove him
to Bakersfield and left him in a deserted
building, spoke German. Putnam reported
to police he had previously received two
threats against his life, ordering him to
halt publication of the novel, one of the
notes

bearing

the

slogan

“Los

Angeles

Nazis Heil!”

Summer

Stock Unit

With Guy Bates Post, veteran stage and
screen actor, as the director, Harry Puck,
former Paramount producer, has announced plans for the formation of a
summer stock company here. The enterprise will present stage shows in the open
air throughout the summer months on a
scale similar to the “strawhat” theatres in
the east, Puck declared.
be shown May 24, the screening to be
open to the public.
In the social sphere, liberal-minded
screen notables flocked to the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Melvyn Douglas to fete Julio
Alvarez Del Vayo, former foreign minister
of Loyalist Spain, at an informal reception. Del Vayo visited Hollywood during
the course of a nation-wide lecture tour,
seeking aid for the 500,000 Loyalist refugees now on French soil, and spoke here
at the Shrine Auditorium.
Confirmation has been made here of reports that Walter Wanger, United Artists
producer, has withdrawn as a member of
the advisory council of the Films for Democracy, an eastern organization.

Johnnie Davis to Open
P. A. in Pittsburgh

.

Planning to leave early in June on an
extended personal appearance tour, Johnnie (Scat) Davis, Warner comedian, has
taken over an orchestra previously headed
by Vido Musso as the nucleus of the company he will head. Davis opens at the
Warner Theatre in Pittsburgh as his first
engagement.
Roy Rogers has headed east for a series
of p. a.’s through Tennessee, Kentucky,
Ohio and Pennsylvania, having completed
his latest starring western for Republic.
Tom Keene is slated to p. a. at the annual convention of Southeastern exhibitors in Myrtle Beach, S. C., June 5-6.
The Three Stooges, appearing in Columbia short subjects, have trained out
for New

York for a week of p. a.’s, following which they embark for London
for a two-week engagement. In connection with the opening of Hal Roach’s
“Captain Fury” in Portland, Ore., Shirley
Deane has gone to that northern city for
an appearance there.
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of theatre-goers will find this French production, with a revolutionary and Utopian
story pattern, a little hard to take.
Louis Barrault, Fabien Loris, Charles
rat.

Benoit-Levy

Fine Arts has been placed the burden of ending another in Grand National’s
production lulls. Franklyn Warner’s FA
unit is speeding preparations to start,
within a week, the tentatively titled
"Trouble Over the Pacific,” to be produced
in the Cosmocolor process with Elmer
Clifton directing. As yet uncast, the feature is for GN release.
GN, having completed “The Miracle of
Main Street,” has no immediate plans, and
is awaiting the check-in of Max Baer, late
in June, following his eastern bout with
Lou Nova. Baer is set to star in a series
of musical westerns. June may also see
the start of another Anna Sten picture
to be produced by Eugene Frenke.
Meantime another aspect of the affairs
of the old Grand National cropped up
when three former employe-creditors filed
preferred wage claims with the labor bureau. Seeking allegedly unpaid back salaries are Harold Lewis, former studio manager, A1 Kaye, who was in charge of studio
sound recording, and Joe Shea, ex-publicity head. GN contends the trio were
in executive positions, not wage earners.

Hal Roach
Swinging

Studio Again
Into Action

After a virtual shutdown of two months,
during which only a skeleton maintenance
crew was on the job, the Hal Roach studio
is swinging into action again. Earl Rettig,
new casting director, has assumed his post
and preparations are under way to begin
filming the first Laurel-Hardy four-reeler,
set to roll within two weeks for UA.
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His first assignment will be “Reno,” now being
scripted by John Twist for Producer Robert Sisk.
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" FolliLeRoy
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y assigned
LeRohas

KATHRYN
HOHN,
a discovery of Jesse Lasky’s
“Gateway to Hollywood” talent search, given longterm Thespic contract. She draws a role in “My
Fifth Avenue
Girl,” a
Gregory LaCava
production, as her screen debut.

produce “Ziegfeld Follies,” which had been
under William Anthony McGuire’s wing
until the latter checked off the lot to go

— United

to 20th Century-Fox.

Artists

BOBBIE
WEBB,
other term.
— Warner

casting

director,

held

for

NANETTE
tract.

SIEGEL,

montage

FABARES,

director,

actress,

wins

given
term

new
con-

HUGH
CUMMINGS,
dialogue director, given
new contract.
NICOLAI
YOSHKIN
signs term acting contract.
He will be known henceforth as Martin Kosleck.
DR.
BURTON
F. MILLER,
sound engineer,
given new term, contract.
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On

Standards

Navy

Committee

John Aalberg, RKO Radio sound director and chairman of the Research Council’s standards committee, will represent
the council on the Sectional Committee
on Motion Pictures of the American Stan-

JUSTUS

Alone.”

MAYER

to

"Underground.”

Approves , So Metro

Starts "Thunder
With

an-

Bros.

DONALD
contract.

NUNNALLY
JOHNSON
to “Grapes of Wrath,”
the John Steinbeck novel. Johnson will function
also as associate producer.
KENNETH
EARL
and FIDEL
LaBARBA
to

the U. S. Navy

Afloat"

Department

hav-

ing approved filming of “Thunder Afloat,”
Metro has dispatched a location emit to
Annapolis and the Atlantic coast to film
submarine battle scenes.
Charles Trego, heading the unit, will
meet Commander Harvey Haislip at the
Naval Academy. George Seitz will direct
the feature for Producer J. Walter Ruben,
with Wallace Beery starring.

dards Ass’n.
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Columbia's Western
Regional Underway
Los Angeles — Columbia, one of the two
remaining companies to select Hollywood
as the locale for a sales convention this
season, has its western regional meeting
underway at the Ambassador Hotel for a
three-day session winding up May 22.
Managers, bookers and salesmen from the
six western exchanges are in attendance,
with Abe Montague, general sales manager, in charge of affairs.
The 1939-40 product lineup of 56 features, listed in full in the May 13 issue
of Boxoffice as announced at Columbia’s
Atlantic City convention, was explained
in detail to the western territory delegates by Montague. Sales policies for the
new season are also under discussion.
Montague is being aided by Rube Jackter,
assistant sales chief, and Jerome Safron,
western division sales head, who is in
charge of the Seattle, Portland, Salt Lake
City, Denver, San Francisco and Los Angeles exchanges attending the parley.
Also in attendance is Mike Newman, company exploiteer, who headquarters in Los
Angeles.
Final convention on the west coast this
season will be that of Paramount, June 810. The affair is set to be held at the
Ambassador Hotel, with President Barney
Balaban heading an influx of eastern
executives which will include Robert M.
Gillham, publicity-advertising-exploitation
chief; Neil Agnew, in charge of distribution; and Russell Holman, New York
production contact. Details of entertainment for the visitors are currently being
mapped out by Terry DeLapp, studio publicity head, and Cliff Lewis, in charge of
studio advertising.
The recent United Artists convention
formally became history with the departure of Murray Silverstone, in charge of
world-wide operations for UA, for New
York, and the subsequent exodus of Mary
Pickford; Edward Raftery, UA attorney;
Charles Schwartz, Charles Chaplin’s legal representative; E. T. Carr, managing
director of UA’s English operations; and
Jack Schlaifer and Harry Gold, who were
appointed UA vice-presidents at the sales
gathering. Silverstone’s final official act
here was the signaturing of the UA-Selznick International distribution contract
concerning which he had expressed regret in his convention address because
it is for a short term only.
Possibility that RKO Radio might hold
a regional meeting here in addition to its
New York convention in mid-June died out
when studio attaches revealed that discussions of the plan had resulted in its
being dropped.

Visiting in California —
Visiting Southern California, Harold Chesler, short subjects booker for the
Intermountain Theatres, of Salt Lake City, and Mrs. Chesler pause to chat
with Bonita Granville (left) on the set at the Warner studio in Burbank.

Awail Action in N. Y.

Set Aside Proposal

On Practice Draft

On Admission Tax

Los Angeles — Contending further constructive action on the exhibitor-distributor
trade practice agreement is now entirely
up to the New York committee, the ITO
of Southern California and Arizona is
sitting back awaiting new developments
in connection therewith, according to Robert Poole, general secretary of the ITO,
who discloses the board of directors has
completed its task of drafting “minor
changes” in the agreement and has forwarded them to New York.
The directorate spent several weeks revising certain portions of the code with
which it went on record as not being in
complete agreement at the time the pact
was submitted to it for approval. Later,
the entire ITO membership approved of
the code but concurred in the minor exceptions registered by the board.

brought to bear by W. H. Lollier, real
estate and tax manager for Fox West
Coast, the state assembly’s revenue and
taxation committee has pigeonholed a bill
introduced by Assemblyman Rodney Turner of Delano, calling for the drafting of
an amusement admission tax of one cent
for each penny of admission above 50
cents. Lollier, here more than a week in
connection with the Turner bill, pleaded
its passage would be ruinous not only to
his circuit and independent operators, but
also to all legitimate stage presentations
in the state.
With but two weeks more to go before
the session is adjourned, the assembly has
fully a score of bills pertaining to legislation of film exhibition on the calendar for
consideration. Lollier and representatives
of other leading independent showmen believe, however, that the majority of them
will be tabled in favor of other more pressing matters concerning state economics
and welfare. The FWC executive returns
to his Los Angeles headquarters next week.

Six Weeks of Singles at
Hollywood, Downtown
Los Angeles — With “Dark Victory” opening a two- week engagement at the Warner Hollywood and Downtown theatres as
a solo offering, the two first-run daydate houses are set to chalk up a solid
six-week
stretch of single feature bookings.
“Dodge City” did two weeks in the
houses, single-billed, followed by a twoweek run for “Confessions of a Nazi Spy.”
“Dark Victory” will be followed by a dual,
the policy then reverting to singles again
for “Juarez,” opening June 8.

Metro Considers 30-Day
"Nevsky"

Coast

Premiere

Los Angeles — Sponsored by the Motion
Picture Guild, “Alexander Nevsky,” Russian-made film produced by Sergei Eisenstein, was to be given its west coast premiere May 19 at the Esquire Theatre.
Assign
Hollywood— RKO

Cliff Reid
has

assigned

Reid to produce “Headline Holiday.”
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H

Cliff

Clearance
on "Chips"
Los Angeles — Metro
is considering a 30day clearance into the subsequent rims for
“Goodbye, Mr. Chips” following completion
of its first-run at the Four Star Theatre.
The 30-day clearance was observed when
“The Citadel” and “Pygmalion” were
booked at the theatre. There is also a
possibility “Chips” will be released through
the territory as a single feature.

Sacramento,

Cal. — Acceding

to pressure

250 Attend Testimonial
Feting Guy Gunderson
Los Angeles — Commemorating his 25
years of participation in local film sales
activities, 250 exchangemen, exhibitors and
other friends of Guy Gunderson, United
Artists salesman, honored him at a testimonial dinner at the Elk’s Club.
Speakers included Charles Skouras, president of Fox West Coast; Jack Brower,
of Warner, representing major film exchanges; A1 Galston, president of the ITO
of Southern California and Arizona; and
Frank Whitbeck of the Metro studio advertising department, who functioned as
master of ceremonies.
Affair was arranged by a committee
headed by Jack Dillon, 20th Century-Fox
exchange manager.
El Rey
Alhambra,

Admission

Cal. — The

Drops

El Rey

Theatre,

of

the Principal Theatres circuit, has cut its
admission prices from 25 to 15 cents.
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I'HE

big event of the week was the reopening of the Liberty. Bombs and skyrockets burst over First Ave. Bright lights
blazed under a fancy new marquee and
huge

bouquets of roses and daffodils almost blocked a smart new lobby. News
cameras clicked. Usherettes hustled to find

seats for thousands of Seattle first-nighters. There were three good reasons for all
the hubbub; the reopening of one of the
Pacific Coast’s best known
an $80,000 modernization

theatres after
program; the

celebration of the show shop’s silver jubilee anniversary, and the world premiere of
an outstanding

picture, “Only

Angels

Have

Wings.”

Claude Jensen and John G. von Herberg, veteran showmen who first opened
the Liberty in 1914, were on hand to greet
the guests. Likewise was Leroy V. Johnson,
their general manager. Among the guests
was Mike Newman, representing Columbia
studios who handled the campaign for the
picture premiere. Also in the opening night
spotlight was Lightnin’, the cat, who was
born six years ago in the theatre and has
lived there ever since and is well known
to Liberty fans. Lightnin’ had a brand
new basket to fit the color scheme of the
theatre, and he sat calmly beside a sign
which read “Welcome to the New
and was signed Lightnin’.

Liberty”

Outside, first-nighters found a new vertical neon sign, the latest in modernistic
design; a brilliant neon marquee; a new
island boxoffice and gleaming oak doors
set off by a front of solid marble. Inside,
they found the theatre lavishly decorated
with blue silk damask on the walls, luxurious red carpets, new lounges, and heavy
new stage drapes. And without a doubt
the most important to the average fan,
the new seats, the latest thing for comfort
that showmen have been able to devise —
air-cushioned even to the armrests. Who
wouldn’t

celebrate

with

California and Utah . . . Jack O’Laughlin,
who has been covering east of the mountains for United Artists, has gone back
to his regular spot in San Francisco. R. J.
Cadman, formerly in Salt Lake, is here to
take Jack’s place, while Tony Hartford
has been moved from San Francisco to
Salt Lake City.
Combining business and pleasure here
were Ed Alperson, former Grand National
head, and Claude Ezell, Republic franchise
holder

in the southern states. The gentlemen arrived to establish a distributing

agency for their new business-getter,
“Contestnite” . . . Warren Lemmon of
the Columbia exchange here is back on
his job again after getting the Uptown
Theatre opened with its new foreign film
policy for the Danz circuit. Joe “Red”
Kennedy, who has represented the Major
Bowes units on the coast for years, has
arrived
ment.

to take over the Uptown

manage-

Dave Ogden, formerly of the Seattle Row
and the husband of Mrs. Frankie Ogden,
inspectress at Warner Bros., passed away
after a long illness . . . Happy to report
the complete recovery of Howard McBride
of Spokane. Mac was on the Row after
flying in. Looked a little pale and complained of being weak, but otherwise he
got around and did his stuff . . . Eddie
Miller of the RCA sound sales force is
passing out the well known cigars. Another daughter and the youngster has
been given the moniker of Nancy Ann.
This is Ed’s second girl. Congratulations
to you and yours.
Jimmy O’Neal damaged his car in San
Francisco and the word was on the Seattle
Row 24 hours later. Seems he left his
car parked on a hill, but the emergency
brake was not pulled tight. Car started

to roll and

ended

up

by

kissing

a

fire

hydrant . . . Frank Vaughan, branch manager for Universal in Vancouver, B. C., is
here attending the Kiwanis convention
and meeting some of the local boys.

A special meeting of the members of the
Northwest Film Club has been called to
formulate plans for the summer and to
hear reports and recommendations of the
trustees. Dates for the annual golf tournament and the Filmrow picnic are expected
to be set . . . Gilbert “Gil” Brown, dramatic critic of the Star, went over to Tacoma to interview Gene Raymond, husband of Jeanette MacDonald. Seems Mrs.
Raymond was concluding her concert tour
in Tacoma and her hubby had arrived to
be with her. Gil had already said his
piece about Jeanette in his columns so
hubby was due for the next interview.
Plans are being made here for a caravan
to Vancouver, B. C., to be on hand when
the King and Queen of England visit
there. From all indications Seattle show
business will be represented . . . J. T.
Sheffield, Eddie Walton and Jack Rue are
in from San Francisco and the Republic
regional gathering, while A1 Goldstein and
Danny Matin are back from the Monogram
meeting in Chicago. Danny had a bad
time on the plane flying in, for the air
was pretty rough. He didn’t mind it after
he found that the hostess was sick herself.

Elinore Ebbly of United Artists office is
nursing a sprained ankle but is still on the
job . . . John Iacolucci will marry Ruth
Malick, drum majorette of the University
of Washington. John is a member of the
famous northwest family of musicians,
most of whom are working in local theatres. Frank, the oldest brother, is presenting his oum recital at the Moore Theatre next month . . . Butch Wingham
writes from ’Frisco that Ira Furman, whom
he relieved in the Bay City, died last week.

fireworks?

During the time the Liberty was closed.
Ernestine Stiles, pretty cashier, had time
to change her name to Mrs. Ellsworth
James Webster and the newly-weds had
time to take a grand honeymoon visiting
the charming spots of the Northwest.
Ernestine has been in the Liberty boxoffice
for the past five years. We wish you all
the luck in the world on your new venture
and we are so glad that you will continue
to brighten up the newly brightened front
of the Liberty.
With terrific hot weather here for this
time of the year, the show houses are
hollering murder. The beaches and the
night spots are doing okay . . . Mike Lyons
is going right ahead with the building
of his new Music Hall. When he opens
patrons will find the place equipped with
16mm
projection machines. Mike has
found that when his orchestra takes its
15-minute intermissions many of his patrons decide to leave, so to offset this he
will show the small films that have been
made by local talent.

Ted Kemper, for the past few years booker for the U. S. Army Post theatres, has
been transferred to St. Louis and a bigger
territory. His spot on the coast has been
3G

filled by Richard “Dick” Smidt, who will
take care of the posts in the northwest,

M. L. Simons,

Seek Successor for

who

edits the Metro

sales

Los Angeles — A successor is being sought
to fill the place vacated by Floyd St. John,
franchise holder for Republic Pictures here
and in San Francisco, who has disposed
of his interests in the distribution of that

organ, The Distributor, is in town and visiting with Bill Parker, publicity ace for the
local exchange . . . Don Beckman is getting ready to open his summer resort on
the Hood Canal. Don, manager of Western Poster here, caters to the show gang
during the summer at his inn and cabins
. . . George Blair reports his daughter,
Nancy, suffered a painful injury when she
ran a nail through her hand at their
summer home on Vashion Island . . . Jack
Burk, innocent victim of a very bad auto

company’s product effective as of May 19.
A joint statement from St. John and

wreck recently, managed to get to Filmrow via crutches and a chauffeur.

Floyd St. John

J. R. Grainger,

president

of Republic,

in-

formed of the acquisition of the former’s
holdings by Republic Pictures Corp. of
New York, which will operate the two exchanges under the respective management
of the present office heads, Francis Bateman locally and Sid Weisbaum in the
northern city. Spokesmen for Herbert
Yates declared that St. John has for some
time

expressed a desire to retire, and arrangements for the disposition of his holdings were concluded during the recent

visit of Yates and Grainger to San Francisco. Operation of the two offices by the
New York corporation will be short-lived,
it was predicted.

Word from San Francisco tells of a
Seattle gathering at the home of Roy Cooper, former general manager of Sterling
Theatres here and now with Golden State
in the Fair town. Present at the dinner
were Neal and Truly East, formerly of
Paramount here; Al and Evelyn Oxtoby,
formerly of Warners; Junior arid Dorothy
Mercy of the Mercy circuit, visiting the
Fair; Jimmy and Sylvia O’Neal, head of
the candy machine business in the Northwest; Butch Wingham, formerly of the local Metro office; Rex Stevenson, former
booker for Sterling, and Ben Stevenson,
former manager of the Roosevelt here.
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CCOUTING

for product:

Mike

Rapaport,

Arlington Theatre: Jack Chasen, Rosebud; Bud Gore, Lido; I. Colton, Castle;
Herman Lewis, Whitson-Lewis circuit; Eddie Shanberg, Riviera; Harry Goldfarb,
National, National City; Emil Umann, Regina, Beverly Hills; Tommy Huntington,
Keough circuit, San Diego; Joe Sloat,
Maynard; C. H. Mullins, Dreamland, World
and Mission; Bob Mason, Washington, Pasadena; Louis Vega, Lyric; Bill Thedford,
Redondo, Redondo Beach.

Others hooking: Hal Moore, Dixie; Al
Galston, Marcal and Center; Bernard and
Junior Leavitt, El Miro, Santa Monica;
Earl Johnson and Harry Hollander, hooker for Bard's circuit; Harold Glass, Gordon; Irving Franklin, who handled bookings on “The Birth of a Baby” in this
territory; Jules Wolf, Lincoln; Ben Hayward, Diana, San Diego; Johnny Menard
jr., operator of the Showshop in Glendale;
Dave Rector, local exhibitor; Jack Goldman, Pico and Park; George Landers,
Washington; Murray Haivkins, managing
director of the Temple and Vermont.
More visitors: Hal Harris, Dixie; Bill
Whitworth, Belmont, Belmont Shores; Jack
Cohn, Rampart; Sid Feder, Stanley, Long
Beach; A. L. Sanborn, El Monte, El Monte;
Les Funk, Bellflower, Bellflower; Ote Lewis,
Mission, San Gabriel; Earl Johnson, Bard’s
Adams; M. R. Kurstin, Whittier; Bob
Elder, Arlington, Arlington; Frank Johnson, Washington, Pasadena; Cobe Wardman, De Luxe; Jack Grew, Temple, Glendale; Dave Cantor, York and Royale; Al
Minor, Burbank; Judge LeRoy Pawley,
Desert Theatre, Indio; Curtis Donath,
Mission, Fallbrook; Jack Mingus, Florence
Mills and Green Meadows; Ernie Silcox,

the Majestic, has become a partner of Ben
Peskay, Hi’s brother, in the Figueroa and
Ninth St. theatres.
Jack Dillon, 20th Century-Fox exchange
manager, and Eddie Cooke, office manager
at Universal, discussed this and that at
luncheon together . . . Carl Mock, formerly a Monogram salesman in Dallas,
stopped off en route to Denver, where he
will join the Universal sales staff . . .
“Code of the Streets” was screened
the U exchange for the sales force.

Viscount

H. Shibusawa,

chairman

of the

board

of directors, and J. Yoskioka, president of Tokyo Takarazuka Theatres Co.,
Ltd., one of the two largest circuits in
Japan playing foreign pictures, were guests
on the Warner lot. They were accompanied by Kwan Yoshida, Japanese consul in Los Angeles . . . Another visitor to
the studio was Mort Goldberg, operator
of the G. C. S. circuit in Chicago. He
was a guest of James Cagney.

Seth Perkins of the San-Val Drive-In,
Burbank, paid his first visit to the Row
in several weeks. He is hobbling around
on crutches, with his broken leg in a cast
. . . Fn route home from the Republic
convention in San Francisco, Gene Ger-

TRADE
=====

A HANDY

EQUIPMENT

AND

D. C„ New

the

Pico

York

and

Canada

. . . Al Pava-

low and Gene O’Keefe put in a four-horn*
session at the Film Cafe’s marble machine, and struck a winning combination
— Pavalow furnishing the grunts and body
english, O’Keefe

the placement

shots.

Floyd St. John, Republic franchise holder in San Francisco, and Grover Parsons,
western district sales manager, returned
to the Bay City after a few days of conferences here with Francis Bateman, local
exchange manager, and James R. Grainger, chief of sales for the company . . .
Charles Pincus, operator of the Centre
Theatre in Salt Lake City, left for his
home after a short vacation . . . Charlie
Olds of the Grande Theatre, Arroyo
Grande, came in for bookings.

Leslie Taylor, who operates the Raymond
Theatre, Pasadena, is sporting a shiny new
convertible coupe. He’s the son of Harry
Taylor, branch manager of National
Screen Service.

=

AIR CONDITIONING

SUPPLIES

Carabin
Breck Photoplay Supply Company
A

Complete

Line of Theatre

Supplies

“ Theatre Equipment Specialists”
Heywood-Wakefield Seats
Wagner Silhouette Letters
Motiograph Projectors

B. F. SHEARER

RE. 3151

— Over

30 Theatres

EXPLOITATION
Now

Los Angeles

in 1937 —

PICTURES

Booking

RO.

1145

CHARLES DICKENS'
THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP"
starring TERRITORY"
’’THE FORBIDDEN
Gregory
Ratoff
Binnie Barnes
starring
“THE SECRET OF STAMBOUL"
Valerie Hobson

DECORATORS

starring
“THE Edgar
CRIMSON
CIRCLE"
Wallace's
Noah Berry

Specialists in Theatre Decoration
NAT

Engineers”

1914 So. Vermont

COMPANY

1968 So. Vermont

THEATRE

Engineering Company

“Air Conditioning

and

the bookers’ meeting, participated in by
the six western exchanges . . . Max Sinker
and Irving Carlin are going to spend from
$8,000 to $10,000 remodeling their Empire
Theatre . . . Harry Weinberg, Columbia
city salesman, and Harry Vinicof of the
Vinicof Circuit talked about this and that
over the luncheon table.

:: May

at

LOS ANGELES

Equipment

BOXOFFICE

projectionist

GUIDE FOR THE EXHIBITOR

1969 So. Vermont

initiating an “amateur night” every Thursday, with cash awards . . . Fred Scott, the
western hero, dropped in to talk things
over with Hi Peskay, Majestic Exchange
head, who is distributing the Scott westerns . . . Sam Decker, who formerly owned

Ready,

Drive-In, is planning an extensive vacation which will take him to Washington,

DIRECTORY

Ralph Carmichael, Metro office manager; Jack Valpey, head booker; and Cliff
Harris, checking supervisor, checked in
from San Francisco, where they attended

Boris Posner and Mike Rapaport, operators of the Arlington Theatre here, are

Buck Wade, Universal salesman, headed
for Bakersfield on a business jaunt . . .
Don

Francis Bateman, exchange manager,
and Salesmen Joe Stout and John Frey,
checked in from the Republic sales meeting in San Francisco . . . Jimmy Sommerville, Universal shipping clerk, off on a
two-week vacation . . . Irving Carlin, of
the Carlin-Sinker circuit, sporting a big
white carnation in his lapel.

Studio, Studio City; Isadore Berman, Eastland Theatres; Harry Hoffman, San Jacinto; Ned Calvi, Plaza, Hawthorne; Bill
Warner, former Warner branch manager
from Kansas City, came in for a short
holiday.

Charles Munro, managing director of
Hoyts Theatres, Austrailian circuit, aiid
Maurice Sloman, his general manager,
have gone on to New York on business following a brief stopover here. They were
guests at the Warner studio . . . Also a
visitor at the Warner plant was Donald
Seasholtz, operator of the Capitol Theatre, Chambersburg , Pa.

at

base, Republic manager in Denver, and
Frank Sheffield, salesman, stopped off
and lunched with Francis Bateman, local
exchange head . . . Mrs. C. W. Young,
wife of the Warner representative for
eastern Washington, and Ethel Dow; secretary to Bill Shartin, Warner manager
in Seattle, are vacationing here for a few
days.

SMYTHE & SONS
Decorators

1914 So. Vermont

RE. 3578

Wm.

G. Smith's Jewel Productions

1912 So. Vermont

RO. 2205
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JjjARL COLLINS, salesman out of the
Denver branch, has been promoted to
manager of the United Artists exchange,
with A1 Hoffman, manager for the past
few years, going on the road . . . “Lost
Horizon” has been brought back to the
Aladdin, first run, for an indefinite stay.
Cy Gertz, publicity expert for the Civic
theatres, hied himself to California for a
vacation. Clyde Anderson, manager of the
Federal Theatre, edited the Civic News
during Cy’s absence . . . The Comet has
gone to 10 cents admission on Wednesday
and Thursday.
The Fox theatres, through an arrangement with the Baldwin Piano Co., have
added a piano to their usual Ford car
giveaway on Tuesday nights . . . Robert
Selig, Hiawatha theatre manager, is the
proud daddy of a boy, born last week.
At Sidney, Neb., the Fox theatres staged
a fake bank holdup to start the run of
“Union Pacific.” A gang of seedily dressed
men strolled into one of the banks during
the rush and started firing at the ceiling
with their six-shooters. The gunmen broke
into laughter as the customers and employed dived for shelter, then shoving their
guns into their holsters they distributed
handbills about the “ Golden Spike” celebration, in preparation to the opening of
the run.
W.

P. Bernfield of the publicity department of United Artists, was in Denver supervising a comprehensive advance

on “Wuthering Heights,” opening at the
Denver Theatre. Full cooperation was received from the public library, book stores,
schools and similar contacts, and a strong
teaser campaign was carried in the papers.
Irving Jacobs, formerly manager of the
GB and Grand National exchanges here,
has gone to New York where he will produce three plays this fall. It is understood Jacobs has lined up motion picture
backing for the project. The plays include “Deep Grow the Roots,” “ Heaven
Can Wait” and “The Great American
Family.” It is expected the first will be
ready to show about September 15.

Sunset Bowling Center
Under Harry Charnas
Los Angeles — Operating head of the new
Sunset Bowling Center, now under construction in the Warner Sunset Blvd. studios, will be Harry Charnas, who resigned
his post as executive aide to Jack L. Warner of the studio, to take the new position.
Charnas was at one time a theatre operator
in New York.
The new bowling center, comprising 52
alleys, represents an outlay of $250,000,
and will be ready to open May 29.

Cosmo
Glendale,

Adds

Cal. — The

Vaude
Cosmo,

operated

by

Grover Smith, has added five acts of
vaudeville to its regular two-picture program every Wednesday night.
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" Pacific " Shatters
Takes in L. A.
Los Angeles — "Union Pacific" has
gone into its fourth week at the Paramount Theatre, shattering all previous
long-run records for the house. Picture
is slated to roll up a record-breaking
gross of more than $75,000. Third weekend for the Cecil B. DeMille production
topped the second weekend by $1,026.

Distribution of Negro
Films Taken

by Sack

Los Angeles — National distribution
rights to the all-Negro product turned out
by Million Dollar Productions, local independent company, have been acquired
for Sack Amusement Enterprises by Alfred
N. Sack, general manager, who has been
here for more than a week.
Million Dollar has produced five features
thus far for the 1938-39 season, all distributed by Sack, and will make three more
to complete the program. The 1939-40
slate will comprise eight pictures also.
Harry Popkin is president and executive
producer, with Leo C. Popkin in charge of
production.
Sack has returned to Dallas, his headquarters. A branch will be opened in New
York August 1, with another office to be
opened here shortly thereafter, giving the
company five exchanges.

■QNIVERSAL took over the State Theatre
for a trade screening of “The Mikado”
. . . M. W. and R. J. Mattachek of McMinnville were on the Row during the
week ... So was George Gould of Dallas
. . . Grants Pass was represented by S. G.
Mendenhahl and Roseburg by Donn Radabough . . . George Hunt of Medford is out
of the hospital after contracting ether
pneumonia following an operation.
Edgar

Mercy of Camas is back in circulation after relieving the manager of
the Mercy Walla Walla house . . . Ted
Gamble no more than heads the reception
committee for Oliver Hardy and Harry
Langdon than he dons a silk hat for the
visit of the Norwegian prince and princess
. . . Archie Holt, after renaming the New
Rivoli Theatre the Pix, left this week for
Seattle to engage a roadshow or two for
his stage and change the policy of his
house.
Speaking of Hardy and Langdon reminds
us that they were accompanied from Los
Angeles by Marvin Hatley, Hal Roach musical director, and Frank Seltzer, Roach
director of publicity. Jules Seltzer, his
brother’s assistant, spent the week in Portland. . . Guy Navarre of United Artists
passed through the fair city of roses on
his way back from the L. A. convention
and the S. F. fair . . . Jack Kloepper has
returned to his desk from the same direction.

SALT

LAKE

gRIGHAM GUY THATCHER, prominent
in motion picture circles and well known
in this section as a grandson of Brigham
Young of L. D. S. historical fame, died
last week following a heart attack. Thatcher also was active in the building of Logan
and Cache county, Utah, where he was
operator with his brother, G. W. Thatcher,
of the Consolidated Theatre Co. from 1916.
Both also were organizers of the Thatcher
Music Co. at Logan and of the Thatcher
Milling and Elevator Co. Funeral services
were conducted at Logan.
Manager Norman Sprowl, Assistant Manager L. Sorensen and the alert staff of
ushers vieing for honors in publicity stunts,
are attracting attention with their novel
exploitation of “Blondie Meets the Boss.”
The ushers win the laurels for wearing
dainty aprons with the picture title printed thereon ... A motion picture camera
valued at $85 was stolen from an automobile parked on Main street here, W. E.
Swich of Schenectady , N. Y ., owner of the
car, reported to police . . . Frank Forsey
recently opened the Rio Theatre at Midway, Utah.
The local Sheffield-Republic sales force
has left for the convention in San Francisco. A new branch manager will be appointed during the conference to replace
M. K. Ross who recently resigned . . . Sam
Gardner, local M-G-M manager, is back
from a successful swing throughout the
southern part of the state . . . Gordon
Thornberg of the Service Theatre Supply
Co. reports that his firm has remodeled
the Downey Theatre of Downey, Ida., operated by Russ Dautermann and Blaine
Butters.
R. J. C adman, who has been with United
Artists in Salt Lake City for some time
as sales manager, has been transferred to
the Seattle territory. The UA sales force
is back from the coast convention. The
crew spent one day at the San Francisco
Fair. The local office force journeyed to
Ogden, Utah, 50 miles from here, the Union
Pacific terminal, to greet the United Artists delegation returning east after the
convention on the special train. Betty
Smith of the exchange has been replaced
by Betty Peterson. A gift was presented
to Miss Smith at a farewell party.

FWC Opens Remodeled
Fresno Wilson Theatre
Fresno,

West

Cal. — The

Coast

Wilson

house, has

Theatre,

been

Fox

reopened,

completely reconditioned at a cost of $55,000. Opening festivities were attended by
Arch M. Bowles, northern California district manager for the circuit, and other
FWC executives from San Francisco.

Mrs. Esther Wallerstein
Los Angeles — Funeral services were held
at the mausoleum of the Home of Peace
Cemetery for Mrs. Esther Wallerstein, 65,
former star of the Jewish stage and mother of Ben Wallerstein, Warner theatre
executive, following her death of a heart
attack. Burial was at the same cemetery.
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Indiana Trade Renovates
With Advent of Spring

Milwaukee Buying
Group Organized
Milwaukee — Max

Weisner

Indianapolis — Indiana

and

Edward

F. Maertz have organized the Theatre Service Agency to act as a buying organization for independent exhibitors, in cooperation with the I TP A of Wisconsin, of which
Maertz is president. The buying group
is expected to eventually include practically
all independents in the state, whereupon it
plans to function as a booking organization as well.
Maertz is manager of the Zenith, north
side neighborhood house, while Weisner
has been associated with local exchanges,
both as salesman and manager.
Through this newly formed agency,
Maertz hopes “to build a stronger and
more closely knit ITPA.” He is currently
serving as business manager of the independent association, as well as president,
succeeding Ray A. Tesch in the former
post. Tesch has joined the National Merchants Service, to market “Play Square,”
a business stimulant.

Chicago
WB Men
Chicago

and Wisconsin
Pull Together

— Weekly

meetings

are

being

held by district managers of the Warner
theatres here and the Warner Wisconsin
houses in the “down-the-home-stretch”
drive in the Warner national contest. The
final drive begins May 28 and runs June,
July and August.
Harry Turrell and Herb Wheeler, district managers; Larry Stein, publicity director; and Alex Halperin, head booker
of the local houses, were in Milwaukee
this week for the regular meeting. The
sessions alternate every other week in Milwaukee and Chicago.
Managers in the Chicago area report
their weekly grosses, whether up or down
and why, to A1 Kvool, Warner-Saxe division head, while the Wisconsin managers
report the same way to Chas. H. Ryan, assistant zone manager in Chicago. Ryan
will attend a meeting of the Milwaukee
managers there on May 24.

Nolan,

city salesman

for

RKO

here, has been upped to branch manager in St. Louis. Several other changes
have taken place in the local RKO office,
with Harry Levinson, booker, going to Detroit as office manager.
Seymour Borde, booker for CapitolMonogram, will succeed Levinson at RKO
here. His place at Capitol-Monogram will
be taken by Rube Leventhal.

Change
Union

in Union City

City, Ind. — R. H. Sink, operator

of the Miami Theatre here, has purchased
the Grand Theatre there from R. S. Wenger who operated the theatre for many
years and is well known to many in the
industry.
BOXOFFICE
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are

doing their bit toward spring housecleaning by improvements and addition of
equipment.
Rudy Stieler has installed new washer
equipment in his Royal in Evansville; Olson Theatre Enterprises have purchased
new furniture and lights for the Uptown,
St. Clair and Ritz theatres in Indianapolis
and a new sound screen and carpet for
the Uptown; H. L. Hargis, a new washer
system for his Alhambra Theatre, Rockport; “Chick” Calloway has new rubber
matting for his Douglas Theatre, Indianapolis; A1 Borkenstein has new carpet and
modernistic light fixtures for his Wells
Theatre at Fort Wayne.

Indiana ATO Convenes
Board to Greet Cole
Indianapolis — The

Owners

Associated

Theatre

of Indiana called a special meeting

of the board in honor of Col. H. A. Cole’s
goodwill visit to Indianapolis. Cole, Allied
president, outlined an extensive trip in
which he plans to visit and become acquainted with a number of the central and
eastern Allied units. He planned to visit
St. Louis, Columbus, Detroit, and Cleveland, and to complete his trip on May
23, 24 and 25 with attendance at the
Allied Theatre Owners of New York convention in New York City. He will attend
the Allied national convention on June 13,
14 and 15 in Minneapolis.

Three New Members
Affiliated Theatres
Indianapolis — Tom

C.

Join

Baker,

general

manager of Affiliated Theatres, Inc., says
that at the directors meeting three new
members were added to the booking combine— Howard F. Morin, operating the
Morin Theatre at Brookville. H. L. Hargis of the Alhambra Theatre at Rockport
and Arnold and Cisco operators of the
Crystal Theatre at Bardstown, Ky., constitute the trio.
With the acquisition of these theatres,
Affiliated’s total is 44 theatres located in
29 different Indiana and Kentucky cities.

Ray Nolan to St, Louis
As RKO Branch Head
Chicago — Ray

theatremen

Contempt Suit Gets

C

Manta and Rose to Take
Lexington in Chicago
Chicago — For

the

first time

in years,

Warner is closing a theatre, the Lexington, on the south side, about June 1, it is
understood. The house will not remain
closed, however, as Boxoffice learns the
Lexington will be taken over by Alex
Manta and Jack Rose of Indiana-Illinois
Theatres.
The house is to be closed shortly after
it is taken over by I-I for remodeling, and
will be renamed before it is reopened.
New
Homer,

Homer

III. — The

has opened

New

in the Aetna

Bows
Homer

Theatre

Hotel Bldg.

Going in Chicago
Chicago — While

three

of the four

cases

in the anti-trust legal situation are up in
Federal court here, only the government’s
own suit charging criminal contempt
against Barney Balaban, B&K and seven
of the eight majors, was heard at any
great length.
Beginning what appears to be many
months of hearings in the government
contempt case, both sides started introduction of contracts, film statements and
boxoffice receipt reports. Home office attorneys accounted for the 14 defense lawyers present, against three government
attorneys and one FBI man. The defense
has 24 cases of documents asked by the
government, with hearings before the master scheduled to continue indefinitely.
Defense counsel ventured a guess that five
to
six thousand documents will be introduced.
Tuesday, attorneys for several of the
major companies followed the lead of attorneys for B&K some time ago, in seeking to have the court strike several parts
of the Frank Ford suit on clearance. Ford,
operator of the Stadium Theatre, Evanston,
contends in his suit against B&K, Sam
Meyers and the majors, that he is unable
to obtain product.
In turn, the defense attorneys contend
that his suit does not show he sustained
or will be caused any damages through
the present setup, and for that reason
filed motions to strike several parts of the
original complaint.
This case is not expected to come up in
court for actual hearing for many months.
The present stage consists of numerous
skirmishes between attorneys in court,
sparring for time. Shortly, federal court
will go into recess for the summer, with
the assumption that this case may not get
any actual court sessions until fall.
Due to the fact that the government
case came up on Wednesday, attorneys for
the independent exhibitors in their suit
against B&K and the majors on clearance,
agreed to a postponement. This case is
expected to be set for some time in June.
At present, too, Rosenberg, Stein and
Rosenberg, attorneys for the independents,
are busy with the Moe Anenberg cases
pending in the federal court.

Ward

Bills Forward

In Springfield , 111.
Springfield,

III. — The

house

of repre-

sentatives has advanced to the passage
stage the Ward bills for extension of the
three per cent sales tax and public utility
taxes until July 1, 1941. The bills already
have the approval of the senate. Both
taxes would revert to two per cent after
June 30 unless extended by the legislature.
In the senate, the three bills of Sen.
Joseph Mendel aimed at the motion picture industry also are on the calendar for
a final vote. They are his measures to
regulate circuit-controlled theatres, the
“curfew” bill to prevent sale of tickets to
children after 9 p. m., and the censorship
bill.
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At the Columbia

Central Regional

Convention —

Panoramic view of general sessions of midwest and central district regional meeting of Columbia Pictures at the Drake
Hotel in Chicago. Those on the dais include Jack Cohn, Abe Montague, Rube Jackter, Maurice Grad, George Josephs,
Max Weisfeldt, Maurice A. Bergman, Irving Moross, Lou Weinberg and Louis Astor.
exhibitor today wants to know everything
possible about the product that he is expected to sell in turn to his patrons.”
The general sales manager emphasized

Columbia Convention
Hears Product Plans
Chicago — Approximately

70

men

from

the home office and central and midwest
districts attended the Columbia regional
sales convention at the Drake Hotel here.
The executives moved on to San Francisco
for the third in the series. The first was
held in Atlantic City.
The argument as to whether the screen
should lend itself to social and political
problems or concentrate on entertainment
“does not exist,” Jack Cohn, vice-president,
told the convention. “Every truly fine picture has its message,” he said, emphasizing his point by naming several pictures
in the past, adding that “each was entertainment of the first order, yet each had
something vital to say regarding the social scheme and they pulled no punches
saying it.” Among those he mentioned
were “Birth of a Nation,” “Over the Hill,”
“Big Parade,” “Mr. Deeds Goes to Town,”
and “Lost Horizon.”

that today there are no “tricks” of selling film, and that they have been replaced by the “business” of selling product.
“I believe that Columbia has made much
progress along the lines of selling on a
business basis. This progress has come
about, in my opinion, through the close
association between home office executives
and salesmen, through decentralization of
authority and the development of manpower that enabled this decentralization
to be handled with intelligence.”
Continuing along the line of more information, Montague said that Columbia’s
campaign books are no longer splashy but
indefinite, but rather detailed and with
specific information. The sound facts of
business have been combined with showmanship, including, as Montague put it,
“Great directors, star names, important
stories, productions made by showmen for
showmen.”
During the sessions
sistant sales manager,
portance of manpower.
(Continued on

Rube Jackter, asspoke on the imHe announced the
page 44)

Columbia Planning
Big One Monthly
Chicago — Columbia

plans one

major

re-

lease a month the rest of the season, Abe
Montague, general sales manager, told
the regional convention here. Thirty of
the 40 pictures promised for the current
season are completed or in work, he said.
“Only Angels Have Wings” will have
its national release May 25. The picture
is now at the Radio City Music Hall.
Following that will come “Good Girls Go
to Paris,” directed by Alexander Hall, and
co-starring Joan Blondell and Melvyn
Douglas, with Walter Connolly.
Another important production set for
early release is the tentatively-titled
“Coast Guard,” with Randolph Scott,
Frances Dee, Walter Connolly, Ralph Bellamy and others heading an all-star cast.
Edward Ludwig is directing.
“Golden Boy” is now in production under the direction of Rouben Mamoulian.
(Continued on page 44)

“The world today looks for release from
care and for entertainment as never before in its history,” added the Columbia
executive. “Where one person may go to
the theatre hoping for the strong meat
of controversy, hundreds go for lighter,
but no less important fare. We mustn’t
forget that young people go to movie theatres in great numbers, urged by a desire to enjoy themselves; this doesn’t mean
that we must provide the public with immature entertainment. It means that
when we have a social message to offer,
we must provide it with interest and excitement.”
Cohn mentioned Columbia’s forthcoming
Frank Capra production of “Mr. Smith
Goes to Washington,” as a picture that
has a real message, “but is being presented
without a heavy-handed story about national and international politics or without getting heavy or solemn.” Such, he
added, will be the case of “Arizona,” “Golden Boy” and “Tree of Liberty.”
Abe Montague, general sales manager,
after reviewing the company’s stand on
the trade practice code and reiterating
that Columbia would take no sides in
whether exhibitors wanted single or double features, stressed showmanship in selling.
“This is vital to a business built on
showmanship,” said Montague, “and the
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Good—
the Beef
f beef-steak
ProoThe
wasstea
goodk at Was
the Columbia regional

~Fhotos by Candid I1Iustrator8

in Chicago, and the photographer had a hard time getting the Windy City office force to take time out
to pose for this shot. Back row, left to right: Munn Delano, office manager;
Frank Flaherty, Jack Cohn, vice-president; Rube Jackter, assistant sales
manager; and Maurice Bergman, director of advertising and publicity;
front, same order : Irving Josephs, Thomas Greenwood, Clarence Phillips
and Herman Couston.
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Columbia Croppings
By GENE
Chicago — Morgan

RICH
Ames

of

the

Mort

Singer circuit attended the screening of
“Only Angels Have Wings” with the boys
at the Esquire Theatre, which wasn’t over
until nearly 2 a. m., Monday, but all were
up for the 10 o’clock meeting.
Max Weisfeldt, short subjects manager,
had to leave for Milwaukee to attend the
funeral of his sister-in-law, Mrs. Eddie
Weisfeldt, wife of the operator of the
Riverside there.
B&K’s Max Turner furnished the boys
with the entertainment at their beef -steak
dinner. And what a show!
Abe and Joe Kaufman and Walter Immerman of B&K and Alex Halperin of
Warner Theatres, were guests at the beefsteak dinner.
John and Dave Balaban and Morris
Leonard of B&K were guests of Jack Cohn,
Abe Montague and Phil Dunas at luncheon on Monday.
Max

Mazur, with Columbia in Minneapolis, and Eddie Bricketto, in the Omaha
office, took time out from sessions to renew acquaintances on Chicago’s Filmrow.
Detroit’s
in a jovial
— through
ager Carl

George (Col. Tim) McCoy was
mood, volunteering information
the courtesy of District ManShalit — to everyone.

Some of the boys wondered how Minneapolis’ Bill Evidon used enough will-power
to save himself the loss of the usual $8
or $10.
Lou Weinberg, circuit sales manager —
and take this from most of the boys there
— was the “life of the party” at the beefsteak dinner.
Miss Robin Raymond, former Chicago
girl who sold herself, thespically speaking,
to Columbia “on a dare,” passed through
the Windy City from the coast during the
convention. She was en route to New
York to act as official hostess for Columbia at the World’s Fair. She admitted
romantic inclinations toward Columbia’s
Robert Riskin.
Osa Johnson, who will make a series for
Columbia, spoke briefly to the convention.
With her was Clark H. Getts, her business
manager, and a close friend of her late
husband. She returned to New York,
Tuesday.
Mannie Sgutt of Minneapolis didn’t
waste any time in telling his accounts back
in the northwest about the highlights of
the convention. He started writing some
of them about it while still here.
Les Savage, home office auditor, let
himself in for a big ribbing at the beefsteak dinner. Jim Bradford of St. Louis
was putting a lot of extra strawberries on
his ice cream when Savage cracked: “Better be careful there how much you take,”
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The Central Area Was There —
When

the Columbia regional sales convention opened in Chicago. To proceed with identifications: CHICAGO : Irving Josephs, Clarence Phillips, Jack
Sinclair, Tom Greenwood, Phil Dunas ( district manager), Frank Flaherty
and Munn Delano. ST. LOUIS : Jimmy Bradford, Clarence Hill {manager) ,
Russell Mortensen. Charles Ferris and Art LaPlante. INDIANAPOLIS: A. J.
Gelman, Larry Shubnell, Guy Craig (manager) , Herb Kaufman and Curt
Butler.

recalling some of Jim’s avoirdupois. To
which Jim came back with: “Say, do you
even watch what we fellows eat, too?”
Jack Cohn went back on the
New York Monday afternoon
dressing the confab. Maurice
publicity and advertising head,
Monday morning.

Century to
after adBergman,
flew back

The various exchanges — branch managers and salesmen — had conferences Monday night with the New York executives.

Talking Shop —
Osa Johnson, who will make a series
of adventure shorts for Columbia,
talking shop at the Columbia convention with Jack Cohn, vice-president.
— Photos

by

Candid

Illustrators
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Stage Shows Gaining
In Milwaukee Area
Milwaukee — Evident

during

the

past

six weeks has been the tendency in this
territory for exhibitors to spot flesh attractions along with their film fare.
Locally, most recent house to announce
such a policy is A. J. Cooper’s Alhambra,
which booked Earl Taylor’s “Revue Glorified” at 25-30-40 cents admissions plus
Universal’s “Mystery of the White Room.”
In the state, Jaxon, ventriloquist, has
recently played the Falls at Chippewa
Falls; the New Adler, Marshfield, and the
Fox at Stevens Point. Alano Dass, mystic,
has filled engagements at the Cosmo in
Merrill; the Palace, Antigo, and the Hollywood, La Crosse.
Bell’s Hawaiian Follies played Warner’s
Venetian in Racine and the circuit’s Sheboygan in Sheboygan, as well as the Capitol in Manitowoc, for one-day stands. At
the first two houses, the attraction was
played along with a twin picture bill. The
latter theatre, which has been spotting
stage attractions quite frequently, now offers wrestling on alternate Tuesday nights
as well, under the auspices of the local
American Legion post.
The Fox at Stevens Point recently featured one week of stage attractions in the
form of a jitterbug contest on Monday and
Tuesday, amateur nights on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday and a get-together
of the winners for the week on Saturday.
Theatres in Janesville and Racine have
weekly tieups with their local radio stations. The Myers, in the former city, presents the Thursday Matinee Club from the
stage weekly at 2:30 p. m. over station
WCLO. The program is sponsored by
neighborhood grocers and a coupon from
any sponsor plus 15 cents admits one person to the theatre.
At Racine, the Uptown Theatre offers
the Ladies’ Matinee Club each Tuesday
with women attending the show interviewed over station WRJN. Merchants
also sponsor this hookup and free sample
groceries are given those attending. Admission to the matinee is 15 cents and 20
cents with giveaway.
Warner-Saxe’s Egyptian Theatre, Milwaukee nabe house, presents eight amateur acts every Friday night.

Orpheum

in Springfield

To "Spot Book" Flesh
Springfield,

III.— M.

ager of the Orpheum,

E. Berman,

man-

announces

Major

Bowes’ “World’s Fair Revue,” playing at
the theatre this weekend, will end the
weekly policy temporarily.
The policy, successful the past 15 weeks,
will be started again about September 1.
In the meantime, the theatre will “spot
book” stage units and revues as they are
available.
Francesville
Frances

ville,

Opening

June

Ind. — Ernest

planning to open his new Devon
here around June 10.
42

10

Smith

er, anTSCHAUDER, hasmanag
completed innounces the Roxy
ck
push-ba
type
new
of
the
stallation
chair, eliminating the necessity of having
to arise to allow someone to pass.
]\AAX

is

Theatre

The Orpheum is awarding a free roundthe New York World’s Fair. The
to will
trip
winner
he a special guest of Major
Bowes.
The Roxy, Southtown, and Esquire,
operated by Frisina Amusement, with the
arrival of spring, have flower baskets under their marquees.
All male members of the Frisina Amusement Co., in Springfield, held a sliin-dig
at Roxy Hall . . . The cooling system of
Kerasotes Bros’. Lawford at Havana has
been modernized.
Tony Serra, former operator of the
Pantheon in Springfield, has opened his
new Lux, Edwardsville.
All Kerasotes managers attended a
luncheon and special trade showing of
Paramount’s “Invitation to Happiness”
the Lamoine in Macomb.

at

“Man of Conquest” had a successful
opening at the Senate. A special front
and full page newspaper ad were used in
the promotion. Barney Rosenthal, franchise owner of the St. Louis-Republic exchange, assisted Dave Jones, advertising
manager of the Senate, with the campaign.
Louis Davidson, assistant to Rodney
Bush in charge of national exploitation for
20th Century-Fox, is here making final
arrangements for the world premiere of
“Young Mr. Lincoln,” May 30.

Foreign Business Is
Bright to Cammack
Chicago — En

route

back

to the

home

office in New York for the first time in
nine months, Ben Y. Cammack, newly
named assistant general export manager
to Phil Reisman at RKO, hopped off the
Santa Fe Super-Chief enthusiastic over
prospects for foreign business next season.
During his swing about the globe, Cammack was all over South America and the
Orient.
“Hollywood’s making better pictures and
that means better foreign business,” said
Cammack, who was met by Walter Branson, district manager, and Jack Osserman,
branch manager, of RKO in Chicago. “If
you’ve got a good picture like ‘Gunga Din’
that does plenty of business anywhere in
the states, it’ll do plenty of business in
Singapore, Hong Kong, Buenos Aires, Rio
or Cammack
anywhere said
else.”that in Singapore, where
the million dollar Cathay Theatre is being built; in Manila, Philippine Islands,
and vicinity, where 25 houses are under
construction, and Hong Kong, Tientsin,
Pekin and Shanghai, all in the Orient,
business is booming.
The RKO foreign executive said that his

Elaborate Plans for
'Lincoln' Premiere
Springfield,

III. — Lowell

Thomas,

au-

thor, lecturer and prominent news commentator on the radio and in newsreels,
will be one guest star on the nation-wide
broadcast which will be a feature of the
world onpremiere
“Young
here
Memorial ofDay,
May Mr.
30. Lincoln”
In addition, Thomas will introduce
Marian Anderson, famous Negro contralto,
who will sing a group of songs as one of
the highlights of the program. After the
broadcast, Miss Anderson will leave for
Hollywood where she will sing at a press
preview June 2.
Twentieth Century-Fox is arranging a
special train to carry prominent guests
and newspaper critics from the east and
middlewest to Springfield. A group of
film celebrities from Hollywood also will
attend the premiere.
Acted

as Advisor

"Young

on

Mr. Lincoln"

Springfield,

III. — Twentieth

Fox, in seeking the stamp

Century-

of approval of

the Abraham Lincoln Ass’n as to the historical accuracy of “Young Mr. Lincoln,”
which world premieres here May 30, arranged for Dr. Harry E. Pratt, executive
secretary of the association, to go to the
company’s Culver City studios to give them
his criticism in person.
This is the first time a motion picture
company has sought the criticism of the
association regarding historical detail on a
film dealing with Lincoln. Dr. Pratt was
asked to go to Culver City when a script of
the film which had been submitted failed
to win the endorsement of the association.
The Abraham Lincoln Ass’n, with its
publications and annual Lincoln’s birthday exercises, has come to be recognized
as the outstanding organization collecting
information on Lincoln’s life.
Seeking the endorsement of the association is looked upon as an experiment, one
which, it is hoped, will work out to guarantee accuracy in “Young Mr. Lincoln”
as well as future Lincoln films — since
other companies have already announced
plans for pictures dealing with Lincoln and
a cycle of them is expected if the present
film proves a success.

Chicago Bookers Club to
Discuss Reorganization
Chicago

—

Plans

for reorganization

of

the Bookers’ Club of Filmrow will be discussed at the meeting to be held in the
club rooms in the Crillon Hotel next Tuesday evening, May 23.
company is in line with others, and will
pay a great deal of attention to South
America next season, as it has done in the
past. Wherever possible, some Spanishlanguage pictures will be picked up, but
main

emphasis will be given to its American-made product in South America.
BOXOFFICE

:: May

20, 1939

C 1IHII ]l[ C A C61 CO

Film Promotions by
Paper in Chicago
Chicago

—

Influenced

by

fl NOTHER exchange may change its location soon, since M-G-M is considering
a couple spots on Fourteenth Street for a
new office.

the fact the

public today is more interested than ever
in films and motion picture stars, the
Chicago Evening American is currently using numerous pictures as the main factors
in several promotional stunts and contests.
“We

know that the public will read anything about the stars,” said Roy Topper,
promotion manager of the Hearst afternoon daily, “and because of that we are
incorporating, wherever possible, contests
about the films and the players.”
The American is running currently, or
has run in the last week or two, contests
including:
Two trips to New York’s World Fair for
the winners in a contest for the best sentences about stills from Monogram’s
“Streets of New York.”
Cash prizes totaling $100 and complimentary tickets to see Universal’s “East
Side of Heaven” at the Palace Theatre,
for the mothers who enter the “most cuddly babies in Chicago,” based on the appearance of 11 -month-old Sandy in the
film.
Cash

prizes totaling $100 and complimentary tickets to see “Dark Victory” at
the Chicago and Roosevelt theatres, for
the writers of the best letters on personal
“dark victories.”
Topper said the paper is considering tieups on several other pictures. All of the
pictures, with which the tieups have been
made, have been given daily space in the
American, together with art on the films.
The contest on “Streets of New York” was
opened with a page-one break.

1.000 Expected to Attend
Haym Salomon Banquet
Chicago

— More

than

1,000

Harry Richman was here this week introducing a new cigarette case he has invented.
Eavesdropping at the Filmrow Girls’
Club meeting: Clyde Eckhardt remains
“Heigh-Ho Silver” Eckhardt and that tag
will probably stick with him henceforth.
By the way, both Eckhardt and Jack
Osserman of RKO promised the girls all
the help possible from the exchange managers and the home offices. Jack also
promised the girls at least three nationally-known speakers for forthcoming meetings. Jack Kirsch promised the girls the
aid of exhibitors and even financial aid to
help them off to a flying start.
Ray Goldstein, manager of the Olympic
Theatre, is a papa. His wife presented him
with a baby son at Michael Reese Hospital.
Among

the speakers

expected

Ishmael, M-G-M

for the

city salesman,

ivas showing everyone his new “premium”
idea this week. Get him to show it to
you! . . . Among those here and away this
iveek aboard the Santa Fe Chiefs were
Spencer Tracy and his wife, going Hollyivood-way ; and Ida Lupino, together with
hubby Louis Hayward, New York World’s
Fair-bound.
Rumor has it in Chicago political circles
that Daniel M. Ladd, chief of the Chicago
office of the FBI, who headed his men in

prominent

Chicagoans were expected for the Haym
Salomon Memorial Banquet Sunday night,
May 21, at the Stevens Hotel. Principal
speaker was to be Sen. Alben K. Barclay
on “Tolerance.” Another attraction was
to be the world premiere of Warner Bros.’
“Sons of Liberty,” two-reel Technicolor
patriotic short. All three major networks
planned broadcasts of the event.

gathering data for the government’s current criminal contempt case against Barney Balaban, B&K and the seven major

TRADE
-

A

HANDY

association

goes

Into Loop

Run

“Confessions

of

a

Nazi Spy” will begin its loop run May
26 at B&K’s Roosevelt Theatre. The following week Warners’ “Juarez” will open
at the Chicago.
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WEEKLY

on

“but goes further and asks the Hearst
newspapers to use their efforts to curb
and expose un-American propaganda on
the screens of the country as well.”

"Spy"

to New

is received here that Jerry Jonas,

head of M-G-M’ s checking department,
was stricken with appendicitis in Yreka,
Cal., recently. Believe it or not, there’s a
town like that, 350 miles from San Francisco.
All of the newsreel crews in Chicago
covered the disastrous grain elevator fire.
Paramount’s Red Felbinger and Martin
Barnett, cranking for News of the Day,
took scenes of the fire from the air.
Aaron Stem, one of the independent exhibitors’ attorneys in their anti-trust suit,
is back from a west-coast business-pleasure
trip. The “news” he had was that he received a haircut on the Sam Goldwyn lot,
through the courtesy of his brother, who
works there.

The Chicago Filmrow Soft-Ball League
delayed its opening Monday due to cold
weather . . . M. D. Zimmerman is the newest member of Allied of Illinois, having
signed up for his Eagle Theatre.
The Filmrow Girls’ Club is planning to
offer as its first major presentation to
the Chicago film industry a fashion show
the second Sunday in September at the
Congress Hotel.
Monogram screened “Streets of New
York” for the critics and others at the
B&K Screening Room in the Chicago Theatre Bldg. Tuesday afternoon. Martin Spellman, 12-year-old co-star of the film, greeted the critics in person at the screening.
“Whoopee” Lupe Velez, of the films,
arrived on the Santa Fe Chief for her oftdelayed opening at the Chez Paree. Romo
Vincent, also of the films, is on the new
bill, too.

GUIDE

FOR

THE

EXHIBITOR

CHICAGO

record as commending the Hearst newspaper campaign against un-American propaganda,” reads a resolution adopted by the
ITPA of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan,

Chicago — Warners’

be transferred

DIRECTORY

ITPA Commends Hearst on
Upholding Americanism
Milwaukee — “This

Word

may

“Dr. I. Q., the Mental Banker,” presented
by the Milky Way Co., has opened a fourweek stand at the Chicago Theatre.

next meeting of the Filmrow Girls’ Club
Thursday night, May 25, are Jack Flynn,
M-G-M district manager; Jim Donohue,
Paramount branch manager; Tom Gilliam,
Warner branch manager, and Miss Emma
Abplanalp.
Frank

companies,
York soon.
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Columbia's Regional
Hears New Plans
• Continued

Gathering

of the Frisina Clan —

Springfield — When

managers

of Frisina

Amusement Co. theatres held their first
annual meeting here they were welcomed
by Dominic Frisina, president. Addresses
were given by Ciro Pedrucci, vice-president; J. B. Giachetto, managing director;
Dominic Giachetto, treasurer, and William
Feldstein, buyer and booker. Max Tschauder was toastmaster. Screenings included
“Rose

of Washington Square,” “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” one of Columbia's
Communuity Sing series and several National Screen “cool” trailers. Included in
the above picture are: Randolph Pedrucci,
Shelbyville; Pete Napode, Springfield;
Howard Moore, Springfield; William West,

Springfield; Vint Hilling, St. Charles, Mo.;
Russell Hogue, Effingham; Charles Beninati, Gillespie; Ed Fellas, Hillsboro; K. C.
Whetstone, Keokuk, la.; Mrs. Frieda Paul,
Carlin ville; Max Tschauder, Springfield;
Theodore Zwerman, Olney; Robert Zwerman, Springfield; Dave Litvag, Fulton;
James Frisina, Taylorville; Tom Tobin,
East St. Louis; Jim Fenoglia, Bridgeport;
John Dickson, Litchfield; Sol Banks, Fulton; H. E. Stevens, Lawrenceville ; John
Sturm, Greenville. At the speaker’s table
are: Mrs. L. A. Burnstine, L. A. Burnstine,
Dominic Giachetto, all of Springfield;
Dominic Frisina, Taylorville; J. B. Giachetto and Ciro Pedrucci, Springfield.

INDIANAPOLIS
JJARRY VAN NOY, manager of the
Paramount in Anderson, Ind., was in
town working out details for his promotion of “Confessions of a Nazi Spy.” According to Harry, he will have the local
National Guard doing sentry duty in front
of the theatre during the showing and

the west coast office, visited the local
Paramount branch on business.

will manage to round up some “Nazi”
spies, complete with swastika armbands.
However, Harry is having difficulty in obtaining prospects to play the spy roles. He
advises, however, nothing will stop the
showing.

Indianapolis neighborhood exhibitors
again are playing many reissues, some
originally released as far back as 1932,
and report good business on them.

Along

Filmrow: Robert Hudson, Richmond; Harry Markun, Oscar Kuschner
and Howard Ellis, Greenfield; H. L. Hargis, Rockport; Walter Easley, Greensburg;
Roy Harrold, Rushville; Paul Meloy, Shelbyville; D. E. Lee, Cayuga; J. B. Sconce,
Edinburg; William Luckett and wife,
Scottsburg ; Anthony Bokas, Argos; Frank
Carey of Lebanon, Monticello and Attica;
Billy Connors and the missus, Marion.
Clarabelle Fisher, private secretary to
R. R. Bair for many years, will continue
in the same capacity for Carl Niesse of
Olson Enterprises.
The new offices of Olson Enterprises in
the Traction Terminal Bldg., is a bee-hive
of activity these days. It’s our guess that
during the last week, Carl Niesse, general
manager, has been contacted by almost
every equipment and film salesman in the
state of Indiana.
Charles Reagan, western division manager for Paramount; Rufus Blair, home office representative, and Clifford Lewis of
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Joseph Kesterson will replace George
French, for many years assistant shipper
at the Universal exchange, who died recently after a heart attack.

A newspaper story on a neighborhood
theatre attraction inadvertently gave the
name of the hero as “Guy” Craig instead
of James Craig. Filmrow kidded Guy, manager at Columbia, about his rise to stardom.
George H. Watts, father of Harry Watts,
operator of the Alhambra in Knightstown,
Ind., was found dead in his room at the
Claypool Hotel here. He was in town attending a convention. Funeral services
were held at his home in Knightstown.
Mr. and Mrs. Keneth

from

page 40)

promotion of Joe Jacobs, Minneapolis
salesman, to branch manager of Omaha,
and that of Tom Baldwin, Kansas City
booker, to salesman in that office.
Lou Weinberg and Louis Astor, circuit
sales supervisors; Irving Moross, George
Josephs and Maurice Grad were among
the other speakers.
Sunday night a beef steak dinner party
was held for the men, followed by a

E. Maurice

are the

parents of a lV2-pound boy, named Kenneth jr. Maurice is manager of the Wabash in Clinton, Ind., owned by J. B. Stine.
Cliff Grass, a former resident of Greenwood, Ind., and one-time student at Butler University, is featured vocalist and
saxophonist with Gray Gordon’s orchestra, which is appearing at the Lyric.
Harry Palmer, operator of the Temple
Court, Washington, Hid., was sighted
parading in uniform here at the state
convention of the Knight Templars, and
(Continued on next page)

screening of “Only Angels Have
at the Esquire Theatre.
Harry Cohn Production
Message to Exhibitors
Chicago — Each

Columbia

Wings,”

salesman

will

be equipped with a reel in which Harry
Cohn analyzes the top productions planned by the company for 1939-40, Abe Montague, sales manager, told Boxoffice at
the regional sales convention here.
The reel, which preceded Montague’s
product announcement at the sessions,
shows Colin speaking from his office in
the Columbia studios in Hollywood. Takes
from various product in production now,
such as “Golden Boy,” “Good Girls Go
to Paris,” and “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,” are incorporated. Brief messages
from the top-flight directors Columbia has
under contract for next season also are
included. Humor is added with frequent
appearances of Larry Simms, the “Baby
Dumpling” of the “Blondie” series.
Each salesman will be able to run the
reel off in any exhibitor’s theatre, or in
the exchange centers, to clinch his arguments on Columbia product for 1939-40.
Substantial Budget Hike
For Columbia Shorts
Chicago — Columbia

will set its budget

expenditures in the short subjects field at
almost $2,000,000, a substantial increase
over previous budgets, the regional convention here was told.
The schedule for 1939-40 calls for 104
single reels, 26 doubles and four serials.
Advance Release for Repeat
Playdates on Two Planned
Chicago — Requests

for further

showings

of “The Lost Horizon” and “The Awful
Truth” have prompted Columbia to offer
these repeats on a special contract basis,
the convention here was advised. They
will be released in advance of the new season with new prints, paper and advertising
campaigns.

Columbia

Is Planning

A Big One

Monthly

• Continued

from

page 40)

Barbara Stanwyck and Adolphe
hold down major roles, with
Holden enacting the title role.
The Frank
Smith Goes to
for September
James Stewart
this production.

Menjou,
William

Capra production, “Mr.
Washington,” is scheduled
release. Jean Arthur and
share starring honors in
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(Continued from preceding page)
looking very regal. We hope Harry and
his fellow lodge brothers will never have
to trade those Knight Templar uniforms,
with sword and feathers, for khaki and a
gun.
Bill Luckett of Scottburg, accompanied
by his wife, dropped into the ATOI office
on business and reported that his dad, T.
N. Luckett, operator of the Dream in
French Lick, while navigating one of the
hair-pin curves down in Cumberland
county, slipped off the road, overturned
several times, but escaped uninjured.
Sam Abrams, formerly with Grand National here, made a trip to Kansas City
recently. The trip was supposed to be a
big secret, but every other person on the
Row knew about it, which proves that if
more than one person knows a thing, it is
no longer a secret.
Wm. H. Brenner, former operator of
the Cozy Theatre in Winchester and who
recently sold his theatre holdings to Theatrical Managers, Inc. was injured in an
automobile accident near Winchester last
week. His mother was killed outright and
his father died several hours later. His
wife is still in the hospital in a serious
condition but is expected to recover. Mr.
Brenner was confined to the hospital for
a few days but is now recuperating at
home.

" Union Pacific" Held Over
For Special Train
Indianapolis — In

conjunction

with

the

Circle Theatre’s showing of Paramount’s
“Union Pacific,” Art Baker, manager, took
advantage of the publicity when the
Union Pacific railroad’s special train rolled
into town for a two-hour stopover.
Baker held the feature over for the second week and arranged a personal appearance at the theatre for Warren William,
Brian Donlevy, Robert Preston, Patricia
Morison, William Henry, Marsha Hunt,
Sheila Darcy, Luana Walters and Glenda
Farrell.

Herb Lyons Radio Yarn
Is Produced by NBC
Chicago — It’s now

“Orson”

Herb

Lyons

of the B&K publicity department. For,
Herb has turned radio scenarist, one of
his works, “The Curse of the Kalba,” having been produced the other night on the
“Lights Out” program of NBC.
Herb submitted his manuscript through
the regular channels, and Producer Gordon Hughes picked it immediately from
hundreds of others offered. So well did
Hughes like it, that he is reading two
others that Herb has submitted.

Veto on Canopy Signs Is
Sustained by Council
Madison,

Wis. — The

common

council, by

a 17 to 2 vote, sustained Mayor James R.
Law’s veto of the ordinance which would
have removed all restrictions on erection
of signs over canopies.
Upon the passage of the ordinance several weeks ago by the common council,
action against Edward Benjii, manager of
the Capitol, for violation of the measure,
was dismissed.
Charges of discrimination in enforcement of the ordinance were made by several aldermen at the meeting. Mayor Law
said, in vetoing the ordinance, that it would
increase the fire hazard, be unsightly and
spoil the beauty of many of the principal
streets of the city.

Settos Theatres Launch
Remodeling at Linton
Linton,

Ind. — Settos

Theatres

have started the remodeling
Theatre here recently taken
Robert F. Scherer, formerly
theatre but gave up the lease
to do extensive remodeling

officials

on the Grand
over by them.
operated the
when ordered
and repairing

by the state fire marshal’s department.
Instead, Scherer built the new Cine’ Theaatre which opened last October.

Harry Rubens Acquires
Indianapolis Grind
Indianapolis

— The

Ambassador,

down-

town grind house, has been sold to Harry
Rubens, of Indianapolis. The theatre now
is under lease to Mannie Marcus, who
will continue to operate it. Marcus also
operates the Cozy and Alamo theatres
here and the Paramount, Capitol and
Creighton theatres in Fort Wayne.
The Ambassador is an old local theatre
landmark, having been operated as a
theatre continuously for the last 30 years.
It was formerly named the Isis. It has
540 seats, a frontage of 35 feet on Illinois
St. with a depth of 120 feet. The house is
equipped with modern equipment and air
conditioning.
The property was taken over from the
Kirshbaum estate and, according to Ruben, was purchased as an investment. W.
A. Brennen, Inc., represented both parties
in the deal.

Nicolet Theatre Co. to
Build One in Madison
Madison,

Wis. — The

Nicolet Theatre

Co.,

Minneapolis, has secured an option on a
site on Monroe St. here and plans to erect
a 700-seat theatre, according to an announcement by William A. Nathenson, attorney for the firm.
Extend

Claude

Hollywood — Currently

Binyon
on

a loanout

to

Columbia, Claude Binyon, scripter, has
been held for another year by Paramount.
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Chicago — When

Penny

Singleton,

Co-

lumbia’s “Blondie” in the filmization of
the comic strip, dropped into Chicago en
route back to Hollywood, she took time
out to be the guest of the B&K managers
at a gathering in the radio studio in the
Chicago Theatre. It was one of the many
get-togethers the men have had during
the current John Balaban Drive.
Those shown in the picture, in the accepted left-to-right manner, are: Jack
Sampson, Evanston district manager; Joe
Wallace, who was m.c. for Penny as she
made the rounds of B&K suburban houses
during her two -day stay here; Ambrose
Conroy, Southtown Theatre; Roy MacMullen, Granada; George Romaine, Senate;
Abe Platt, district manager; Leslie Walrath, Varsity, Evanston; Phil Solomon,
Regal; George Brandt, Tivoli; S. R. DeLoughy, Gateway; Walter Lyons, Biltmore;
Max Milstein, Crystal, Louis Schiff, Central Park; Ed Claggert, Belmont; Sam
Soible, Apollo; Dave Wallerstein, district
manager; William Hollander, publicity director; Harry Odenhall, Congress; Dave

Balaban, district manager; Jerry Winsberg,
Lakeside; Penny (Blondie) Singleton; John
Balaban; Ed O’Donnell, Paradise; Maury
Hork, Alba; Harry Bishop, Covent; Ray
Karsky, State; Bill Methe, Tower; Lou
Machatt, Maryland; Harry Lustgarten, district manager; Harry Hatfield, Belpark;
Ralph Wettsstein, Riviera; Charlie Cottle,
Marbro; Jack Lynch, Manor; Harry Potter,
Norshore. Hiding behind Blondie’s big hat
are Nate Platt, district manager; Ben
Bloomfield, Uptown; and somewhere in the
background is Walter Immerman, general
manager, who was host to the managers.
Roy Bruder, manager of the Chicago, was
celebrating his tenth wedding anniversary
that night and was unable to attend.
Incidentally, the fans evidently go for
the “Blondie” pictures, for “Blondie” received a star’s reception at every B&K
house she visited. Making the rounds with
her were Jack Thoma, Columbia exploiteer here; Eddie Seguin and Eddie Solomon, B&K publicity men; Phil Dunas, Columbia district manager; and Joe Kaufman, B&K booker.
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As Chicago

Feted McPherson —

One of the best group pictures of the motion picture industry representatives in Chicago is this one taken at the Jack McPherson dinner at the Congress Hotel. At the speakers’ table are Jim Donohue, Paramount branch manager; Clyde Eckhardt, 20 th Century-Fox exchange head, who will celebrate his silver jubilee in Chicago in July; Felix Mendelssohn, retired
M-G-M branch manager; Jack Osserman, RKO branch manager and toastmaster; Jack McPherson; Jack Kirsch, president of Allied of Illinois; Henry Herbel, district manager of Warner Bros.; and W. E. “Doc” Banford, M-G-M branch
manager.
of Commerce talk with “that’s the country out there, boys.”

Dinner Notes
Chicago — Tablecloth

scribblings

from

the McPherson testimonial the morning
after the night before: Wires were received from all parts of the country.
Among those read were messages from
George Dembow, Charlie Casanave, Herman Robbins and Morton Van Praag of
New York; Ab Kaiman and Chick Freedman of Des Moines.

W. E. (Doc)
manager, newest
here, in that he
company branch

laugh with “just call me junior, boys.”
Other speakers were Jack Kirsch of Allied; Jim Donohue of Paramount, and
Clyde Eckhardt of 20th Century-Fox.
We

John Balaban sent a wire offering his
regrets at no B&K representation, which
was due to the fact that the annual dinner for B&K executives and their wives
was held the same night and had been
planned for some time in advance of the
McPherson testimonial.

Banford, M-G-M branch
of the branch managers
is the most recent major
manager appointee, got a

think

Eckhardt

struck

the

right

chord v/hen he said: “The biggest tribute
of all is the large turnout this evening
on such short notice.”
And the last we remember is the turning back of the tablecloths on the tables
and the start of African golf . . . and so,
far into the night . . . GENE RICH.

Jack Osserman of RKO Radio has cut
out his work for himself for all future
testimonials — and there no doubt will be
more of them, boys! Jack did a swell
m. c. job and gets better with each testimonial. By the time his comes along he’ll
be a master of repartee.
Jack

had some

fancy names

for some

46

for 14 years

All of the film exchanges, circuits and
independent exhibitors in Chicago were
represented in the crowd that attended
the dinner, although it was planned and

Chicago — An

just had to get in

was great stooge for all

Henry Herbel, just back himself from
California, and reminiscing about his own
testimonial of a year ago, did a Chamber

McPherson,

A Dinner Occasions Bid
For a Chicago Tent

that “how yu all this evenin’, folks,” southern accent in his talk. He reminded everyone of the good old days when he was
toastmaster. Felix spent a busy evening
renewing acquaintances.
Lou Reinheimer
the speakers.

Chicago — Jack

with National Screen Service, was given
an outstanding tribute when approximately 200 men in the industry in Chicago attended the testimonial given for him at
the Congress Hotel. He was presented
with a pocket watch, chain and knife.
McPherson left for California where he
will open Pacific Coast offices for Movie
Cash, for which he has the western franchise. Associated with him will be Dick
Beck, also of Chicago. McPherson left
National Screen as district manager due
to ill health.

presented in less than a week’s time.

of the speakers, viz: “Baby-face” Jack
Kirsch, “Juvenile” Felix Mendelssohn, and
“Silver Jubilee” Clyde (Heigh-ho Silver)
Eckhardt.
Felix Mendelssohn

200 Pay Tribute to
Jack McPherson

Conventioning! —
Ben Eisenberg and Will Baker of Chicago at the United Artists sales convention in Los Angeles.

open

bid

for

a

Variety

Club in Chicago came indirectly at the
Jack McPherson testimonial Tuesday night
when Jack Osserman, toastmaster for the
occasion, mentioned the need for members of the industry in Chicago to fraternize more often together.
There has been some agitation in the
past for a Variety Club in Chicago, and
discussion following the dinner implied
that a more determined effort will be
made in the near future for its organization in the Windy City.
It is understood that the club will be
formed by early fall.
Formation of the club, according to National Chief Barker John Harris of Pittsburgh, has been entrusted to Jack Flynn,
district manager of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer.
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Drastic Revision of
Fire Code Urged

TOE

HARTMAN

has assumed

his duties

as manager of the local Grand
tional exchange.

Na-

St. Louis — It has been learned that the
National Fire Protection Association’s
committee on hazardous chemicals and explosives presented a drastic amendment to
the regulations for nitrocellulose motion
picture film at the annual meeting of the
association held in Chicago on May 8 to
12, inclusive.
The committee reported that equipment
for the projection of motion picture films
has been complicated somewhat by the
universal use of sound pictures not only in
regular motion picture theatres, but also
in various halls and auditoriums that are
temporarily fixed up for that purpose.
This growth of these non-theatrical
showing and the accompanying increase in
fire hazards was the reason given for the
new regulations by A. H. Nuckolls of the
Underwriters’ Laboratories, Chicago, who
is chairman of the association’s committee
handling that subject.
Nuckolls said that the additional equipment now used in the projection of sound
pictures requires space worthy of the
name of “room” instead of the old fashioned “booth.” The weight of the modern
equipment may also require construction
of a type to provide the proper foundation
and support for this projection room. Special attention also is to be given to exit
requirements and the maintenance of proper aisle space in the projection room. The
committee stated that this is highly important because of the necessity of taking
care of additional operators who may be
needed for proper projection.
The committee also reported that automatic sprinklers in projection rooms have
been very successful in the controlling of
fires and reducing losses. The installation
of such equipment will be recommended
wherever practicable and larger sized piping for such systems was also recommended
since smaller pipes have a tendency to
corrode.
Copies of the committee’s report are to
be available without charge upon application to the National Fire Protection Ass’n,
60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass.

St. Louis Zoo
For RKO-Pathe

a Subject
Cameras

St. Louis — RKO-Pathe

cameras

will be

set up in June at the St. Louis Zoo, where
the barless cages and trained animals will
be filmed for a Reelism short to be released this summer by RKO.
Behind-the-scenes operation of the animal business will be shown, from the planning of the surroundings (so captives may
feel at home), to the importation of special foods for the foreign animals. No
bars separate visitors from the big jungle
cats. The only visible obstructions are
occasional barbed-wire barricades, to keep
dogs from annoying the animals.
Many of the animals are led around on
leashes, to keep them tame and friendly.
Baby humans may be seen making friends
with baby camels, contributing to the education of each.
BOXOFFICE
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George Weeks and George West of the
Neio York home offices of Monogram Pictures were local visitors. They came
through from the west.
Lester Levy, a local salesman for Monogram Pictures was presented with a
traveling bag and brief case “for outstanding salesmanship” at the recent
Monogram sales convention held in Chicago.
The St. Louis delegation to the Columbia Pictures convention in Chicago, held
May 14, 15 and 16, included Manager C. D.
Hill, City Salesman Art La Plant and
Salesmen Jimmy Bradford and Russell
Mortensen.
Herman Tanner, popular exhibitor of
Pana, 111., has gone to California for a
vacation.
Ephriam A. Clark, 23 years old, a baritone, and William E. Gallagher, 27, a son
of Dr. and Mrs. J. F. Gallagher, are bound
for the coast after having been selected
as prospective screen talent by Ivan Kahn,
20 th Century-Fox film scout. Both Clark
and Gallagher were interviewed by Kahn
upon the suggestion of Ben B. Reingold,
resident manager for 20 th Century-Fox.
Two other local youths to attract film
attention won the St. Louis tryouts for
the second “Gateway to Hollywood” talent hunt. Helen Hensley, 18-year-old soprano and reigning Football Queen of
Cleveland High School in South St. Louis,
from which she graduated last January,
and William J. Lemen, were chosen from
the more than 500 applicants from the
St. Louis area by the RKO talent scouts.
They await a report from Hollywood on
their sound recordings.
Residents of South St. Louis in the vicinity of the Lafayette Theatre, a St.
Louis Amusemeiit Co. unit, enjoyed an unusual lobby display arranged by Manager
John Helfinger. A fine collection of revolvers and other firearms was set up to
plug the engagement of the James Cagney
film, “Oklahoma

Kid.”

Bob Crosby and his band opened at the
Fox for a week. Blackstone, the Magician,
also is booked for a week’s engagement

connected

“Moonlight Sonata” has been held over
at the Will Rogers . . . Rabbi Ferdinand
M. Isserman spoke at Temple Israel on
“Is ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ War Propaganda?” The film has been rapped by
some clergymen in this port as part of an
international conspiracy to plunge the
United States into war.
“Call It a Day” will open the Civic Theatre, a St. Louis county open air playhouse
on June 20, with Gordon Carter directing.
It will run six nights . . . The Mississippi
River steamboat excursion season opens
with the arrival of the Streckfus steamer,
Capitol, from New Orleans. It will remain
here one week. Then the President will
steam in from winter quarters and remain
here the balance of the summer.
Sidney Langsman is the new manager
of the Aubert Theatre, a St. Louis Amusement unit. He formerly worked in Fanchon
& Marco’s purchasing department . . .
More than $102,000 in season ticket orders
have been filled by the Municipal Theatre
Ass’n for the opera season.
The St. Louis School of the Theatre will
campaign for a guaranty fund. Guarantors
will be asked to pledge up to $100 each.
The school opens September 1 . . . Color
motion pictures of Hawaiian scenes were
shown May 11 at Hotel De Soto by J.
Herndon Kirkland, travel expert.
Use of amateur theatres as clinics for
the analysis, correction and development
of personality was advocated by Harry R.
McClain, a radio director for United
Charities and dramatic coach of the
YMHA and of the Webster College Players, in an address via KMOX.
The slot-machine war, dormant since a
couple of red hots assassinated Arthur C.
Schading, business agent of the Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local No. 1,
last September 19, burst into the open
again when offices of two electric phonograph distributing agencies were stenchbombed. These were the National AmuseCorp.
ment Co., and the Automatic Phonograph

at

Bob Hartman

Hedding Now Manages
Uptown , Indianapolis
Indianapolis — A1 Hedding,

this 5,000-seater, opening May 26 . . . The
Armo Airdome will operate this summer
under the management of Clarence Groeteke, who is also interested in the Webster Theatre.

in

the theatre business for the past 12 years
and more recently at the Lyric Theatre
in Indianapolis, has been named manager
of the Uptown Theatre. Grey Kilbourne,
who has been managing both the Uptown
and Ritz since the resignation of Robert
Hesseldenz last January, now will devote
his full time to the management of the
Ritz.

Has Rights

ToChicago
"Fight
Peace"
— Bob for
Hartman
of International
Enterprises has been given the distribution
rights of “Fight for Peace,” for Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio and Michigan. The film,
a preachment against war, tells of the beginning of the world war in 1914 and
subsequent events down to the present
European turmoil.
Hartman was to have opened the picture at the Princess May 19.
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La Crosse Cash Game

Mo. High Court Ponders
Mandamus Bid Decision
Jefferson

City, Mo. — The

Missouri

su-

preme court is expected to take some action within the next week or ten days on
the application for a writ of mandamus to
compel Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oakley of
St. Louis to accept an appeal bond in connection with the defense appeal from his
decision against John P. Nick, vice-president of the IATSE and Clyde A. Weston,
business manager of Local Union No. 143
of operators, and to force the temporary
receiver appointed by Judge Oakley on
April 7, last, James A. McKeown, to relinquish control of the affairs of Local No.
143 and to turn back the assets, books and
records of that union to Nick, Weston and
their faction, pending the final ruling by
the higher court on the case.
The petition for the writ of mandamus
was filed by counsel for 103 defense intervenors on May 10.
The mandamus suit was filed in the
names of William F. Canavan, John X.
Derby and Joseph Schuller, all members
of Local No. 143, who were among the defense intervenors.
Although Nick and Weston are not
plaintiffs, the granting of the relief sought
in the prayer would have the effect of
turning control of Local No. 143 back to
them.
Judge Oakley on May 1 permitted Nick
and Weston to appeal from his adverse decision but declined to accept or set a
supersedeas bond.
The intervenors are also asking the supreme court to compel Judge Oakley to
grant Nick and Weston a new trial.
The suit against Nick and Weston was
supported by 66 members of Local No. 143.

Theatre Seat Suppliers
Labor Problem Fading
Union

City, Ind. — The

Union

City Body

Works, Union City, Ind., manufacturers of
International seats hope to end the labor
difficulties within the next few days. The
national labor relations board has scheduled an election among the workers to
learn whether they wish collective bargaining representation by the Federal Labor
Union (AFL) or United Automobile Workers (CIO) . C. C. Koontz is president of
the company.
Remington
Remington,

Businessmen

Ind. — A

new

Build
theatre

has

been planned here by the businessmen, and
Harold Heyer, operator of the Moroko
Theatre in Morocco, is scheduled to lease
the theatre.
Sam
Kokomo,

Neall

Into "Production"

Ind. — Sam

W. Neall of the In-

diana Theatre is another victim to the
candid camera rage, having just purchased
a new 8mm camera and projector.
Doing
Fisher,

Fairly Well

III. — The

Silver Screen,

a 199-

seat house opened in a reconstructed store
building several weeks ago, has been doing
fairly well. S. Hewerdine is manager.
4G-B

Grace Moore's Limit

Dodges Enjoinder
Madison,

Wis. — After

denying

Chicago — Grace

Circuit

Judge Robert S. Cowie, La Crosse, a temporary injunction restraining the La
Crosse Theatre Co. from operating Bank
Night in its houses, the state supreme
court set June 7 as the date for hearing
arguments in the action.
The suit is regarded as a test case, because if the court, following the June
hearing, grants the temporary injunction,
it will operate to affect all Bank Night
operations in Wisconsin.
Judge Cowie, early in March, instituted
action in the La Crosse circuit court asking that the La Crosse Theatres Co. and
the Welworth Theatres Co. be enjoined
from operating Bank Night.
Circuit Judge A. C. Hoppmann, Madison,
called in to preside at the hearing, overruled a demurrer on the part of the theatre companies that Judge Cowie’s complaint did not constitute a cause of action.
The companies appealed the ruling to the
high court.
While Welworth ’s Hollywood Theatre
discontinued Bank Night following a raid
by the sheriff’s department, La Crosse
Theatre company’s Rivoli Theatre has
continued the game weekly despite at least
three raids upon the house.
Bank Night Paraphernalia
Returned in La Crosse
La

Crosse — Bank

Night

One Picture a Year Is

paraphernalia

seized by Sheriff’s officials in a raid on the
Hollywood Theatre here April 21 has been
returned to representatives of the theatre
by Judge Roy V. Ahlstrom.
Judge Ahlstrom said similar equipment
seized in later raids at the Rivoli would
also be returned if officials of the La Crosse
Theatres Co. desired it. It is doubtful
whether any more raids will be made upon
the Rivoli, despite its continuance of the
weekly Bank Night, until a ruling by the
state supreme court in June in the action
instituted against the theatre companies
by Circuit Judge Robert S. Cowie.

Moore,

singing

star of

films, radio and opera, came through Chicago en route for an engagement at the
New York World’s Fair, minus her muchheralded temperament.
The star said her so-called feud with
Jeanette MacDonald over the supposed
similarity of the M-G-M star’s latest picture, “Broadway Serenade,” and La
Moore’s “One Night of Love,” was “just
press-agent’s fabrication.”
She is up in the air over what company
to make her next picture for this fall —
of one thing she is sure, she’ll only make
one a year now. Under consideration is
Noel Coward’s “Conversation Piece,” which
Harold Franklin would make for RKO
release; a starring role for 20th CenturyFox in another Berlin cavalcade of music;
and at Universal, a filmization of Franz
Lehar’s “The Baron King.”
Others alighting from the Super-Chief
were Madame Louise Rossignol, mother of
Charles Boyer, en route to New York,
from where she sailed on the lie de France;
Mrs. Leo Spitz, Norma Talmadge, and Mrs.
Hal Roach.

James Awards General
Contract on Deluxer
St. Louis — Thomas James, owner and
operator of the Strand and New Douglas
theatres here, has awarded the general
contract for the new 1,000-seat motion
picture theatre he plans to erect at 4104-10
Finney Avenue to Vincil Stamm.
Construction will start at once on the
$100,000 project. The building, designed
by Wirts & Shawcross, is to be two stories
with basement, and of reinforced concrete, terra cotta and structural glass construction.
A feature of the new house will be a special room equipped to take care of private
parties. This glass enclosed room will
have sound equipment.

Zaring's Suburban

House

Full
Adopts
Indianapolis
— A. Week's
C. ZaringRun
has
^•HE enlarged headquarters of the 20th
Century-Fox exchange was officially
opened last week.
Leon G. Turrou, author of “Confessions
of a Nazi Spy,” was a local visitor to publicize the film, which comes to the Warner.
Members of the Milwaukee baseball
team appeared on the stage of E. J. Weisfeldt’s Riverside Theatre last Tuesday and
were presented with season theatre passes.
Irving E. Deer, Chicago, representative
of the MPPDA, addressed the Y’s Men’s
Club in Green Bay last week on the research work done in connection with the
production of a motion picture.
Joe Sanders’ ork has been booked to
play the Kenosha Theatre in Kenosha,
May 21.

an-

nounced that all the programs for the Zaring Theatre here will run for an entire
week. This is unusual for de luxe neighborhood houses in Indianapolis.
Merchants
Sheboygan,

Tieup

at Sheboygan

Wis. — Warner’s

Sheboygan

Theatre promoted a full page newspaper
advertisement in connection with its exploitation of “Dodge City.” Persons names
appearing in the advertisement were invited to visit the store and secure a free
ducat for the show.
Ohio

Baby

Hollywood — A

to Paramount
contract

with

Para-

mount and a role in “Are Husbands Necessary?”, with Fred MacMurray and Madeleine Carroll, have been given to fouryear-old Carolyn Lee of Columbus, Ohio.
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A Holdup in Shelbyville
Nets Two Bandits $400

Once They Said —
Chicago — All of the

current

discussion

on whether television is here or still just
around the corner, caused Ashton Stevens,
Chicago American columnist, and dean of
dramatic critics in Chicago, to dig up a
few excerpts from Carl Laemmle’s international survey of 1928 on talking pic-

tures.

Among

them were:

“When I heard Vitaphone, it sounded to
me very much like . . . Vitaphone ... or
Telephone.” — Ashton Stevens.
“Talking pictures impressed me as something that is going to ruin movies, speaking generally. I love them like poison.
They remove from you all use of imagination.”— Arthur Margulis, Brooklyn, N. Y.
“I wish to express my opinion of the
talkies. I believe any one after seeing a
few of them will realize what a blessing
the silent picture is.” — E. K. Van
Terre Haute, Ind.

Bibber,

—

Several

Warner

houses

Bros.,

here

gen-

Fitzjarald

has

installed 400 new chairs, screen, carpet
and other equipment purchased from the
Exhibitors Supply of St. Louis in his new
theatre here. It will be known as the
Mars Theatre.

M-G-M

Transfers

Salesman

Indianapolis — T. J. Cleary,

the Detroit
transferred
Indianapolis
the southern

East

formerly

of

M-G-M exchange, has been
to the M-G-M exchange in
as salesman and will travel
part of the state.

One
Peoria,

for East

Peoria

III. — Morton

Theatres

will

build a new 550-seat theatre here. To be
known as the Creve Coeur, it will sit atop
Pekin Hill. Estimated cost is $40,000.
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Chicago — Ready

for distribution

now

to

schools is the brochure, “Motion Picture
Theatre Operation as a Career,” which is
published by the Institute for Research,
Chicago.
The booklet, selling for $1.00, tells all
of the problems confronting a high school
and college student who aspires to become
a theatre manager.

Tribune critic. They are: “Story of Vernon
and Irene Castle,” RKO; “Dodge City,”
“Dark Victory,” Warner; “The Hound of
the Baskervilles,” “Story of Alexander
Graham Bell,” 20th-Fox; “Broadway
Serenade,” M-G-M; “Three Smart Girls
Grow Up,” Univ; “Wuthering Heights,”
UA; “Grand Illusion” and “Ballerina,”
both foreign.

Indianapolis

Fitzjarald Equips
III. — Nat

Theatre Operation Booklet
Distributed to Schools

They're Happier , Too

eral contractors of Fairfield,, 111., will
supervise the reconstruction of the American Theatre here, destroyed by fire several weeks ago.
Architectural plans are being prepared
by O. W. Stiegemeyer of St. Louis, according to Theodore Coleman, owner.

Martinsville,

and Nate Kaufman, secretary-treasurer, of
the Ritz here were robbed of $400 in receipts by two young gunmen. They were
forced to lie on their stomachs in the office of the theatre while the bandits
looted the safe. Herded into the room with
them were Richard Conger, doorman, and
Robert Miller, usher.

pictures
st" as the
"Belisted
l's were
s Apri
List
April by Mae Tinee, Chicago

Jett Bros Stiegemeyer
Rebuild the American
III. — Jett

Stahl, manager,

Chicago — Ten

headed “Hits of the Month,” and each
picture to run during that month is listed.
They hang prominently in the lobby of the
theatre.

Carmel,

Ind. — Max

best of

have enlarged calendars of each month on
which are painted the pictures to be shown
during that period.
The calendar, about 2 by 3V2 feet, is

Mount

Chicago — Marcel
Shelbyville,

—

A

15-year-old

Alabama

boy is now happily on his way home with
enough money to buy himself a mule and
“to make a cotton crop.”
It seems the energetic but poor youth,
Quinn Chislom, came to Indianapolis intent on finding work to save enough money
for that purpose when he was picked up
by police as a vagrant.
When members of the local Variety Tent
No. 10 heard of his plight, they got together, collected the necessary funds, and
now they’re happier, too.
Other Variety Clubs in the Central area
have been doing their share for the unfortunate, as witness the reports made to
the annual convention in Detroit:
Indianapolis — Special charity relief;
weekly show at the Orphan Home. Twenty-two local institutions are visited on
Christmas, each is given a complete show
and each inmate gift; a carnival considered to raise funds for refugees.
Milwaukee — A pioneer of the show business, who is dependent, is being maintained; summer camp for children assisted; $250 contributed for an artificial hand
for an operator maimed in an accident;
two underwater therapy tanks purchased
for treatment of infantile paralysis at the
Children’s Hospital.
St. Louis — Underprivileged children sent
to summer camp; benefit show at Fox and
dinner-dance at the Coronado Hotel netted $2,000 for refugee children; sound
truck is being acquired.

Story

Brazee,

manager

of

Warner’s Avalon Theatre, says it really
happened, and Larry Stein, zone publicity
head, nods his head in assent, so who are
we to doubt it?
Brazee planned to use balloons as a stunt
to advertise “Wings of the Navy.” Several
got away, so with only one remaining,
Brazee blossomed forth with an idea.
He attached a note with return envelope,
sent it into the air. The note offered the
finder two tickets to see the picture.
Exactly nine days later, Brazee received
a letter from a patron of the Avalon. The
balloon had been found by the patron in
the back yard of his cottage in St. Petersburg, Fla. He promised to claim the passes
on his return here.

Coupon-Plan Franchise Is
Given Johnny Mednikow
Chicago — Johnny

Enlarged Calendars Play
Warner Advance Dates
Chicago

A Good

Mednikow

of Trailer-

Made Service of 111., Inc., has been granted a five-state franchise on Movie Cash,
of which Morton Van Praag is president.
Mednikow’s franchise covers Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Michigan and eastern
Missouri.
Movie Cash is a coupon plan whereby
merchants give a percentage of each sale
in coupons, which are redeemed at full
value by the theatres. The deal costs the
theatres nothing, with the coupons being
sold by the Movie Cash company to a
given number of merchants in the vicinity of the theatres.
The coupons are redeemable in any
theatre which accepts Movie Cash.

Scouts Talent in Chicago
For Reinhardt Workshop
Chicago — Muriel

Francis,

talent

scout

for Max Reinhardt’s Theatre Workshop in
Hollywood, is in town seeking recruits for
the school.
Miss Francis is making voice recordings
of applicants, and the best of the lot will
be awarded a season’s scholarship, valued
at $1,500. The scholarship is donated jointly by Reinhardt and Olivia De Havilland.

Mailers Into Warsaw
Warsaw,

Ind. — Mailers

Brothers

have

announced plans for a new Warsaw theatre to be contructed at an estimated cost
of $100,000. The house is to open about
July 1.

The Alhambra
Has Its Say
Milwaukee — The
here,
of a

barred from
Nation" by

Alhambra

Theatre

showing “The Birth
the motion picture

commission, plugged "Abraham
coln" as follows: "We can't give
D. W.
we

Griffith's ’Birth of a Nation,'

can

give

you

D. W.

preme sequel, ’Abraham

Griffith's
Lincoln.' "

Linyou
but
su-

infORmnnon bureau

Readers

of BOXOFFICE

will find this
page a ready source of information on
products which have been filed for refer*
ence with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU.

Information on the following items may be secured by sending in the coupon.
Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed is wanted,
just state your requirements. We will endeavor to. see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

ADVERTISING

MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT48 6
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499
MT500

conditioning

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516

plete
Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed

filters

DECORATIONS

AIR CONDITIONING

Air

Air

Air diffusers,
Cooling coils

high

velocity

MT552
MT553
MT554
MT555
MT556
MT557

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety
Moving words projector

MT505

MT517
MT518
MT519

plants — com-

and FURNISHING

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT53G

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous
colors
Ticket booths

MT537
MT538
MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543
MT544
MT545

Directional signs
Exit boxes
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental
Rubber seat upholstery
Rubber floor & wall coverings

LIGHTING
MT550
MT551

MT558
MT559
MT560
MT5 61
MT5G2
MT563
MT564

Lumiline

lamps

SANITATION

Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers
Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge
Lighting

plants,

units

individual

MAINTENANCE
MT569
MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577
MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT586
MT587
MT588

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes
Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms, staff
Screen cleaning tools
Venetian blind cleaners

MT589

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps

MT641
MT642
MTG43
MT644
MT645
MT646
MT647
MT648
MTG49

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum
Disinfectants
Deodorant
blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators
Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MT650
MT651

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT652
MTG53
MT654
MT655
MT656
MT657

Hand
driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans
Plumbing fixtures
Toilet seats

SOUND
MT661
MT662
MT663
MTG64
MT665
MT666
MT667
MT668
MT669
MTG70
MT671
MT672

Sound systems, complete
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers
Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn

MT673
MTG74
MT675

Lens assemblies, sound
Public address systems
Microphones

MT676
MT677
MT678

Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

PROJECTION
STAGE

USE
IF WHAT

The MODERN
Room

334 —

YOU

THIS

COUPON

WANT ISN'T LISTED, ASK FOR
UNDER “REMARKS"

IT BY NAME

THEATRE
332 S. Michigan Ave.

Chicago, 111.

5-20-39

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items. (List Key Numbers Below).

Remarks:

Name
Theatre
City
4G-D

State.

•

with

EQUIPMENT

MT591
MT592

Projectors, complete
Projectors, standard

sound

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT596
MT597
MT598
MT599
MTG00
MTG01
MTG02

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type
Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MT603
MT604
MTG05
MT60G
MT607
MT608
MT609
MT610
MT611
MT612
MT613
MTG14
MT615
MTG1G
MT617
MTG18
MT619
MT620
MT621
MTG22
MTG23
MT624
MT625
MT626
MT627
MT628
MT629
MT630
MTG31
MT632

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection
Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers
Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719
MT720
MT721
MT722

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers
Ticket issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT633

Rectifiers, magnesium-copper
sulphide

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff

MT685
MT686

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MTG88
MT689
MT690
MTG91

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MTG92
MT693

Footlights
Switchboards

STRUCTURAL

picture

MATERIALS

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT706
MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, viterous enamel
Fronts, porcelain enamel
Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS
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Unil Sues io Collect

Important Issues May Force
Allied Conclave Extension

Organization Dues
Minneapolis — A

bombshell

was

tossed

into local exhibitor ranks by the filing of
suits by Northwest Allied States against
two prominent Twin City independent exhibitor members, Sol Lebedoff and Sam
Zuckman, to recover approximately $300
and $200, respectively, in dues and assessments, alleged to be unpaid.
It is the first time in the organization’s
history that any such action has been
taken and it has the industry agog.
The plaintiff alleges that the amounts
owed by Lebedoff and Zuckman are past
due and that payment has been demanded
and refused. The body’s board of directors voted to start suit.
Lebedoff, one of the defendants, recently has been a severe critic of the administration of President W. A. Steffes. His
principal cause of complaint has been the
failure of Steffes to stop the Paradise
Theatre from buying runs of M-G-M pictures and showing them ahead of competing neighborhood theatres at lower admission prices. Steffes and Bennie Berger
own the Paradise, but the former claims
Berger is in complete control of its operation and not subject to any influence. Besides, Steffes insists that the organization cannot dictate film companies sales
policies or prices or the amounts that exhibitors should pay for film.
Another Lebedoff grievance has been the
time and money spent on legislative matters. He feels that, instead, Allied should
devote itself to obtaining lower film costs
for members. He has threatened to withdraw from the organization and to start
a rival body of independent exhibitors.
Steffes has announced

that he will not

accept re-election as president of Northwest Allied under any circumstances.

Building

and Remodeling

Opening

Around

Kansas

City — With

Kaycee

spring

here, remod-

eling, re-equipping and new building has
opened up in the territory, according to
J. Walter Shreve of National Theatre
Supply. During the past fortnight the
company has closed a number of orders,
among which are:
The new theatre being opened next week
by Harold Gibbons at Wichita, Kas.; Simplex 4-Star sound, screen, light fixtures,
carpets and air conditioning. The theatre
hasn’t been named yet. A contest is to be
conducted for that purpose after opening.
The Booth, Rich Hill, Mo., which will
reopen in the next two or three weeks:
Simplex E-7 projection, lamps, etc. Mrs.
Booth and her son, S. W„ operate the
house, which is being remodeled.
Screen, Dickinson, Payette, Mo.; screen,
Pattee, Lawrence, Kas.; screen, John
Brandt’s Oregon, Oregon, Mo.; carpet,
John Stapel’s Paramount, Rockport, Mo.;
carpet, Bill Parsons’ Aladdin, Kansas City.
BOXOFFICE
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Minneapolis — Because

of

the

import-

ance of the principal items of discussion
— the proposed industry trade practice
pact, the suggested national film buying
circuit of 2,500 independent theatres and
the analyses of the various companies
selling policies — and the time that will be
consumed by the open forums covering
these subjects, the Allied States national
convention here may be extended beyond
the scheduled three days, June 13-15.
In extending an invitation to every independent theatre owner throughout the U.
S„ regardless of whether or not he or she
is affiliated with any organization, and to
all producer- distributor executives to attend the big meeting here, W. A. Steffes,
convention chairman, bids everybody to
come

“prepared to stay awhile” and intimates the convention, because of the affair’s importance, is likely to run beyond

Mayor Clarifies Stand
Regarding Sales Tax
Minneapolis — Local exhibitors

have

been

relieved by an open declaration of Mayor
George E. Leach, recently nominated for
re-election, that he is “absolutely opposed
to a Minneapolis city sales tax” to raise
funds to help foot the growing relief needs
which are presenting a serious finance
problem for city officials.
Prior to the recent primaries, Mayor
Leach had been quoted as favoring a city
“luxury tax” which would impose a city
tax on theatre admissions. Because of
present adverse business conditions, exhibitors were alarmed, feeling that the tax, if
passed along to patrons, would cut still
further into patronage. They also pointed
out that they are unable to shoulder any
additional expense burdens.
The mayor’s declaration against a city
sales tax was made at a conference called
to consider the relief problem.

Closings
Being

and

Agitated

Minneapolis — With
off and most theatres
red.

Twin

City

are considering
shutdown.
Some

curtail the
film costs.
A

few

business
operating

independent
a

badly
in the

exhibitors

temporary

of the theatre

tating for a
admissions.

Cuts

owners

summer
are

agi-

return to dime or 15-cent
There also are threats to
weekly

of

the

changes

to reduce

neighborhood

houses

have been resorting to two-for-one's,
but even this doesn't seem to help patronage appreciably.

the present alloted period.
Every member of the trade present will
be afforded the opportunity to express his
views from the convention floor on the
trade practice pact, the national buying
pool, selling policies and all other industry
problems, Steffes promises.
A letter of invitation went forward to
exhibitors this week. In the letter, Steffes
explains what the convention procedure
will be.
“One of the main questions coming up
will be the so-called trade practice proposals which will be considered at an
open forum,” says Steffes. “Do you want
them as they are? Do you want modifications and changes? Do you think they
should be rejected in their entirety? These
questions are going to be discussed and
decided at this convention.
“It is not going to be a one-sided discussion, as the representatives of the producers, who have been active in formulating these trade practice reforms, have
been invited to participate in these discussions and to set forth their views as
they see them. They naturally are going
to tell you that they think the trade practice reforms should be accepted.
“Representatives of the MPTOA, headed by their president, Ed Kuykendall, will
be here. I have no way of knowing what
Ed’s feelings are as related to trade practice reforms, but nevertheless Ed is going
to express his opinion on this convention
floor, along with several MPTOA state
officers.
“Men

who belong to no national organization, but who participated in the
New York trade practice conferences, will
be here to express their opinions and, of
course, all Allied leaders, who took part
in the many hearings on trade practice
reforms, will be on hand.
‘Then the floor is going to be extended
to every independent theatre owner who
is present at the convention. Everybody
will have an opportunity to be heard.
“In addition, there is a representative
group of theatre owners, leaders and others, who have been working for several
years on a national buying combine.
These men will be present to state their
views.
“There are those in the motion picture
industry who claim the only time an independent ever will get his just deserts is
when his buying power equals, or surpasses, that of the chain operated circuits.
“You are going to be astonished when
you see and hear some of the people who
are going to take part in this discussion.
Men of national prominence. Allied members and representative theatre owners
will be here to tell you why, in their
opinion, a national buying combination is
Steffes says advance hotel reservations
essential.”
have been pouring in and that an attendance of more than 1,000 now is indicated.
It will be the largest attended convention
ever held by the industry, he declares.

MW
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Independent "Relief” Focal
Point ofKMTA Conclave
Kansas

City — Efforts

will be made

at

the convention of the Kansas-Missouri
Theatres Ass’n next Thursday and Friday
at the Hotel President to eliminate some
of the “abuses and restrictions detrimental
to the independent exhibitors and to aid
them in their problems,” Frank Cassil of
the Rialto, St. Joseph, Mo., president of
the group, said this week.
An array of outstanding speakers has
been secured by officers of the association
to deal with industry matters as they affect the independent both locally and nationally.
H. M. Ritchey, director of exhibitor relations for RKO Radio, will discuss “The
Responsibilities of the Distributor to the
Independent Exhibitor.”
Officers of the association were particularly pleased at securing the services of
Ritchey for the convention.
“Mr. Ritchey’s background of experience with independent exhibitors in Detroit and the basis on which he joined
RKO recommended to every exhibitor the
honesty and sincerity of his interest in
the welfare of the independent,” Cassil
said. “It was a fine gesture on the part
of RKO to make this effort to establish
and maintain a friendly relationship between the company and the independents
with whom it does or will do business.
Other companies could take no single step
that would benefit the industry more than
to follow RKO’s lead, provided they were
as careful in selecting a man for the post
as was RKO.”
Weeks,

Kuykendall

to

Speak

George W. Weeks, general sales manager of Monogram, will deal with “The
Relations Between Independent Producer,
Distributor and Exhibitor.”
Ed Kuykendall, president of the MPTOA,

will present a general picture of problems
affecting all phases of exhibition — afally.
filiated, circuit, and independent — nationThe convention opens at 12:30 Thursday noon with a luncheon in the Aztec
Room of the President. All members of
the industry are invited. At that time
some of the guest speakers will be introduced, and there will be a discussion of
matters of general interest.
Following a short recess the KMTA will
go into executive session at 3:30 p. m.
During this business meeting the following subjects will be discussed and the organization’s future policy with respect
thereto will be determined: Neely antiblock booking and blind selling bill; the
“temporary” fair trade practice code; buying pool; unfair clearances; designation
of playdates regardless of local labor, taxation, overhead, and other conditions, etc.
Exhibitors will take up specific complaints of unfair trade practices.
Stress

on

Independent

Aid

In explaining the concentration of the
program on the problems of the independent showman, Cassil pointed out that
aside from general business conditions it
is the independent who is faced with the
very real problem of maintaining his existence. While the KMTA is composed of
affiliated, circuit and independent exhibitors, officers of the association feel that
“because of the critical situation of independents this should be their inning. For
that reason we expect one of the largest
crowds in the history of the association
at the President next week.”
“The motion picture business has gotten to the point where it is based entirely
on power and pressure,” Cassil asserted.
“In discussing the possibility of setting

up a buying pool for this area, or the possibility of aiding in the formation of a
national buying pool of independents, the
KMTA will be dealing with a way to meet
pressure and buying power with like presand buyingdefined
power.”an independent as
Mr.sure Cassil
one with not more than five theatres who
operates in his own community, owns his
own home, pays taxes, takes part in community affairs and civic enterprises, and
otherwise
makes himself useful to his community.
Cassil said he believed that more government regulation is unnecessary, that
“there isn’t an evil or injustice connected
with this business that cannot be eradicated through strict enforcement of laws
already on the statute books; specifically,
the anti-trust laws. Strict enforcement of
laws we now have will eliminate monopolistic practices and put this business back
on a footing of equality.”

Around 10.000 in K. C. See
" Union Paciiic" Train
Kansas

City — Approximately

Year Pact to Sperling
Hollywood — Milton

Sperling

has signed

a new one-year writing pact at 20th-Fox.
He is currently on “Here I Am a Stranger.”

— Pictorial

Aboard

10,000, in-

cluding a number of exhibitors and others
from the film industry, saw Paramount’s
special “Union Pacific” train at the Union
Station, May 15. The train was at the
station here from 6 to 12 in the morning.
In the brief half hour it stopped in Kansas City, Kas., it attracted 3,500, and in
a short stay at Topeka, Kas., some 5,000
saw it, including Governor Payne Ratner, who welcomed the film stars who
were on the train. Bill Pine, associate
producer of the company and Marsha
Hunt, Paramount player, left the train
here and flew back to New York.
George Hinton, Joe Stark and Bob Carnie, local Paramount salesmen, rode the
train from Kansas City to Salina.

Press

Service

Photos

the Union Paciiic for " Union Paciiic" —

The cameraman was on hand when the Union Pacific special train pulled into the Kansas City union station with the above
results. At the left, Warren William shakes hands with Jerry Zigmond, Newman Theatre manager, while Luana Walters
concentrates on the food. In the second scene, William Henry looks on while Arthur Cole, Paramount office manager,
eyes the cameraman. The third scene reveals Robert Preston and Jimmy Beach, youthful jockey who joined the crew at
St. Louis, seated in the center of the cluster comprising Patricia Morison, Heather Angel, Luana Walters, Marsha Hunt,
Warren William, Sheila Darcey and William Henry. Lastly appears Bill Pine, Paramount associate producer, in earnest conversation with Jack Moffitt, K, C. Star film editor, and Arthur Cole.
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Many Oui-of-Towners
Due for Levy Fete

Censorship's Menace
Revealed by Paper
Omaha — Exhibitors

in the Omaha

trade

territory found their cause championed by
the Omaha World- Her aid, in an editorial
criticizing censorship “which extends its
authority.”
“The trouble with censorship,” the newspaper pointed out, “is that when given an
inch it will take an ell (a measure of
about a yard).”
Basis of the editorial was the receipt
action of the Kansas City censor board in
approving exhibition of “Confessions of a
Nazi Spy.” The newspaper said:
“The Kansas City motion picture censor
board has ‘authorized’ showing ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy.’
“So the civil liberties have been preserved for Kansas Citians. Or have they?
Aren’t civil liberties in a good deal of peril,
when a board of censors exercises the prerogative of passing on the political merits
or demerits of a picture? The next time
the board might not be so liberal. The
picture under review might be too pacifists or too militaristic or too something
else to win approval.
“Here is an excellent example of what
may happen, when censorship gets its toe
in the door. Give it an inch and it will
take an ell. Film censorship got its inch
on the ground that it was needed to deal
with the moral problem of the films.
There had to be some one, so its backers
thought, who could put a time limit on
kisses, spot the suggestiveness in overbold bedroom scenes and tone down generally anything which might conceivably
quicken the erotic emotions. It takes its
ell by extending its authority to cover
matter which has no moral significance
except as anything politically objectionable may be construed as morally bad.
“Objection to this film, ‘Confessions of
a Nazi Spy,’ was not made on moral
grounds. It came from the representative
of a foreign government which imposes
an absolute censorship over its own people and would like to extend its power of
suppression abroad. The answer to that
kind of objection of course should have
been, not ‘authorization’ of the film’s
showing, but a curt explanation that the
board had no authority to review a picture for any such reason.”

Minneapolis — A

As UA-ites Met —
William Barber of the Omaha United Artists branch and Harry Gold,
eastern division sales manager, at the
United Artists convention

in Los An-

Battle of Foreign Films
New in Minneapolis
of foreign

of prominent

Bill Elson, prominent local exhibitor, will
be the toastmaster at the dinner. There
will be special entertainment features following the oyster bar and dinner.
In the past several years Levy has risen
rapidly in the 20th-Fox ranks from local
branch manager to district manager and
now S. R. Kent drive leader. He makes
Minneapolis his headquarters.

geles.

Minneapolis — A war

number

film company executives and exhibitors
from out of town are expected to be present at the testimonial dinner for Moe
Levy, 20th-Fox district manager, at the
Hotel Nicollet here Monday night. The
dinner has been arranged by Twin City
exhibitors and film men in honor of
Levy’s appointment as S. R. Kent drive
leader for 1939-40 — the first time that any
Minneapolis film man has been appointed
to so important a post. The entire trade
has been invited to participate.
Among the out-of-town guests expected
are Jack Flynn, Henry Herbel, Ralph LiBeau and Jack Goldhar, M-G-M, Warner,
Paramount and United Artists district
managers, respectively. Roger Ferri of the
20th-Fox home office also will be on hand,
as will be Ralph Branton, general manager
of the Blank Iowa circuit, and Harry
Weinberg and Joe Dietz, prominent Iowa
exhibitors, and numerous other theatre
owners.

films is

a new occurrence here. With “Grand Illusion” and “Story of a Cheat” — both
French language productions — at the
World and Time, respectively, both houses
went to town advertising the attractions
in big league style. Exceptionally large
newspaper display ads were used, as well
as other means of exploitation.
Two local neighborhood theatres also
played foreign language pictures.

Takes St, Paul House
St. Paul,

Minn. — Jerry

Winters,

who

has been employed at the Roxy Theatre,
Minneapolis, has taken over the De Luxe
Theatre here from George Ostrand.

THE OKLAHOMA THEATRE SUPPLY CO.
NOW
AT

OPEN

FOR

128 WEST

KANSAS

BUSINESS

18TH STREET

CITY.

MISSOURI

Distributors For

Heywood-Wakefield Theatre Seating
and

Preview
" Happiness "
City — Paramount conducted

Kansas

an

unusual preview here the other day at
the Warwick. Women only — 350 of them
— viewed “Invitation to Happiness,” a
print of which was brought in by Jack
Daley of the studio publicity department.
The comment cards were “very good.”

Gets Elk River
Elk

River,

Minn.

—

George

Jenkins,

Cold Springs, Minn., exhibitor, has acquired the Elk River Theatre here. He
will remodel and modernize it.
BOXOFFICE

U. S. Air Conditioning
Before You Buy SEE the New Heywood-Wakefield STREAMLINE Seats! !
Substantial Price Reductions Bring Cost of the Best Seats on the
Market Down to Price of Ordinary Theatre Chairs.
If you're figuring on air conditioning, let us quote you
prices on the BEST!
L. J. KIMBRIEL,

Manager
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^JARTIN
Monogram’s
and the SPELLMAN,
next big juvenile
star, so hope,
help
me, spent Monday and Tuesday here in
DM, his home town. Ken Clayton accused
us of sprouting a P. A. complex because
we were so enthusiastic after we had chatted with the boy. But even the pressagent badgered, lukewarm Ken sparked up
a bit under the Spellman spell at the
luncheon Monday. Tuesday morning we
went

never

the

Fox

screening

room

so the

Arlington Hall boys could see “Streets of
New York,” with Martin Spellman. Keith
Wilson sends us one dime on account and a
due-bill for two

drinks

... he labeled

our

fishing with Marty and Bill Alexander, the little Arlington Hall boy se-

last week’s remarks “b. o. flattery” . . .
D’ja mean it smelled, Keith? As for being caught with your check-book down, we
don’t need to be a matron to know that
either you eat in a hamburger joint with a
newspaperman the day before payday or
you lend the guy two bucks . . . and even

lected to be Spellman’s pal for the day . . .
once did he act like anything but the

then your chances are two to one you’ll still
eat in a hamburger joint.

normal, unspoiled, well-mannered little
chap he is . . . When Judd picked us up at
the dock at the end of the trip, and says in
his terrific showman manner, “This is
Marty Spellman, the actor” to an urchin
standing there, Marty put Effie in his place
with a caustic, “So what?” ... All in all,
Marty is the best little egg we’ve run into
and his mother is a good scout, too. If
Marty

donating

We

run into Chick

Friedman

going down

Grand and he says he’s on his way to have
a new aerial put on his car so he can get
more news for us .. . leaving him, we see
a cop telling Jess Carter to move on, he
ivas blocking the traffic ... Mel Evidon,
Bing Miller, Marvin Godwin, and Art Leak

doesn’t go places, it’ll be a fluke.

are

leaving for Columbia’s Chicago convention this week . . . Mel says, “Hello,
you cute little fella,” and would you believe it, he was talking to Jack Kennedy!
. . . Columbia celebrated in the Log Cabin
room Friday with champagne n’all ... A
pretty dark-haired girl was seen Friday at
4:30 leaving Vitagraph
her name. Art?

offices . . . what’s

Jerry Spandau tries to tell us he didn’t
have any stamp photos taken ... We
haven’t seen Lou Elman for so long, we
probably wouldn’t know him . . . Lou Levy
seems to be the hardest working member
of the Variety Club . . . Des Moines Theatre’s A. E. Thiele is a gum chewer . . .
Bill Toney will be relieved when he finds
out I can’t think
him . . .
absconded
script . . .
Brennan,
lap when

of a thing

to say about

Bet Elmer Tilton
with that “Man
Ray Copeland says
young giant golfer
Dick was a baby .

thinks we’ve
of Conquest”
he held Dick
here, on his
. . and Dick

couldn’t wait.
Personal

note from

Rene

to Marty.

See

Harry

Holdsberg

is an

old

friend

of

there, I told you you wouldn’t find anyone
in St. Louis who’d take you fishing and
swing o-n wild grape vines with you! Gosh,

Moon Reagan, Dutch Reagan’s kid brother
. . . what’s more interesting , we’ve been

weren’t those sandwiches Louise Judd fixed
for us simply super gumslopshus? And list-

overhearing tales of how they did DM’s
hot spots when Moon was here to see
Brother Dutch during the relays . . . one

en, Marty, I’ll bet you never guessed it,
but that white satin sign in the Monogram
offices was made out of a petticoat in the
wee small hours of the morning before you
arrived . . . Opal Judd is the gal who did
the Betsy Ross. Well, so long, kid . . . you

of Harry’s gals out in Hollywood is calling
the whole thing off in favor of the other
fella,
but it’s not bothering
the wiseguy.

(Note to Ed. We

don’t need lots of luck, you’ve got the stuff.
P. S .: For shame, Marty, good little boys

Mayer

acted

as big as he is by

Branch Now Open
City — The

Oklahoma

Theatre

Supply Co.’s new branch office at 126-128
West 18th St., is ready for business to
serve western Missouri, Kansas, Iowa and
Nebraska. The company, which distributes
Heywood-Wakefield theatre seats and U. S.
Air Conditioning, maintains headquarters
in Oklahoma City.
who has been with Heywood-Wakefield 15 years and with the
Oklahoma company the last three years,
is in charge of the Kansas City branch
as representative of both Heywood-Wakefield and Oklahoma Theatre Supply.
Kimbriel worked out of Kansas City
in 1926, 1927 and 1928, when HeywoodWakefield maintained a branch office,
warehouse and service depot here for this
division. When the company closed its
Kansas City branch in 1929 and moved the
warehouse to Chicago, Kimbriel went
there. He filled the post of installation
superintendent until he went to Oklahoma
City three years ago.
Kimbriel expects soon to develop a sales

Hometown

Honor —

Martin Spellman, young Monogram
star, is presented with a key to the
city of Des Moines, his home town, by
Mayor Mark Conkling, on his return
to the midwest
der a five-year

metropolis. He is unpact to Monogram.

L. J. Kimbriel,

50

a funny

place

Commonwealth Plans
"King" Campaign

Okla. Theatre Supply

Kansas

think NY

Harry,

to be when there’s a premiere in Omaha,
but since he’s the boss we suppose Ben
Shlyen can get by with it. Signed: Smarty,
who is beginning to read Boxoffice this
week.)

don’t do that! You send back by return
mail all those DM hearts you stole!
Stanley

Bachelor

force to cover the Missouri-Kansas-Nebraska-Iowa territory.
J. Eldon Peek is general manager of
both the Oklahoma City and the Kansas
City

houses,

and expects to be here occasionally. Tom Dyer, salesman and engineer for the company, also will be in
this territory occasionally, and will handle
all air conditioning installations. Kimbriel
will have charge of sales for both lines
in this area.

Heywood-Wakefield is the oldest and
one of the largest manufacturers in the
country of theatre seating and other types
of seating.

Kansas

City — Complete

plans

for

its

fifth annual “King of the Sun” summer
campaign are being laid by the Commonwealth Amusement Corp. in three sectional meetings of executives with managers and associates.
The first of the three sessions, for all
Kansas managers and partners, was held
May 18 at Great Bend, Kas. The second,
for all the Missouri men with the exception of southern Missouri, will be held
Tuesday, May 23, at the Pennant Hotel,
Columbia; and the third, for Arkansas
and

southern Missouri, will be held Thursday, May 25, at Branson, Mo., the English
Inn, and Hollister.
Clarence Schultz, head of the group,
O. K.

Mason, and Leland Allen, will attend and conduct the meetings.

Wolfberg Sells Wood Theatre
Excelsior Springs, Mo. — Norman
Cohn
from

has acquired the Wood
John Wolfberg.
BOXOFFICE
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K A Y C IE IE
Magic Eye distribuH W. McEWAN
tor, is back, onthethe Row after a four
months’ business tour of the Des Moines
territory. He has just taken over the
Kansas City and St. Louis rights for Code
Night, a new business stimulant originated
by Emmett Thurmon and S. A. Taylor of
Denver. McEwan’s former partner, Ormond P. Hill, was here over the weekend
from Kearney, Neb., where he is editor of
the Kearney Hub.
A. H. Dula, Holyrood, Holyrood, Kas-,
ivas on Filmrow this week wearing the
first straw hat of the season . . . Others
in midweek include M. D. Utterback, Lyric,
Wellington, Kas.; Earl Courter, Louis, St.
Joseph, Mo.; Fraiik Anderson, Kirksville,
Mo.; H. L. Hyde, Cozy, Geneseo, Kas.; Mr.
and Mrs. S. W. Booth, Rich Hill, Mo.;
Leonard M. Smith, Rialto, Marysville, Kas.
Alka-Seltzer and Bromo-Seltzer dispensers were picked up the other day by Jim
Poland, who now is offering them at the
Independent Theatre Supply to those
many exhibitors who, these days, are suffering from headaches. Foland recently
took over distribution in western Missouri
and Kansas for Wood-tex and Chrometex, cleaners.

Reports Griffith Amusement
Seeking Nebraska Entry
Lincoln House

Made
Lincoln
— Under" Directors
the new setup "here
Are

“Doc” Barrett of the Ritz is back on
the Roiv after a long absence due to illnes . . . Chet Hylton and Ralph Adams,
Fox Midwest bookers, visited Filmrow the
other day for the first in a long time . . .
Claude Ezell of Dallas was on the Row
. . . Agnes Kemp, cashier at RepublicMidwest, is wearing a beautiful diamond.
Paramount is remodeling and redecorating its projection room at the exchange.
Nick Siverling of Lester Prairie, Minn.,
father-in-law of C. A. Schultz of Commonwealth Amusement Corp., and Carl
Parrott, Creston, la., father of Lawrence
“Polly” Parrot of Commonwealth,
Filmrow this week.

were on

Only Bob Huffman of the central office retains the title of city “manager.”

Bode Opening
Alcona,

Ia. — June

News from Los Angeles of special interest to localities: “Leslie Taylor, who operates the Raymond Theatre, Pasadena, is
sporting a shiny new convertible coupe.
He’s the son of Harry Taylor, branch manager of National Screen Service.”
BOXOFFICE
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June 1

1 is the tentative

date

for the opening of the new theatre being
erected by K. D. Long at Bode, Ia.

Gets "Forgotten Girls"

Hollywood — Production

reins on

TRADE
—

“For-

GUIDE

SUPPLIES

HA.

Offer— Priced

18th St.

Phone:

Blvd.

Tel'. HArrison

Theatre
Equipment
Wichita,
Kas.

National

Air Conditioning

Engineering

Harrison

19th St. — Kansas

City, Mo.

SERVICE

K. C. SOUND
Sound

SERVICE

Equipment

SOUND

and Service
HA

4783

ENGINEER

ENGINEER

C. R. BUTLER

Sound System Installation and Service
Midwest Service Corporation
2606 Monterey St.
0134

St. Joseph, Mo.
Phones

Co., Indp't
Phone

and

Corp.

Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation

3345

2-2153

“Service

2-4012 — 2-4115

As Near

SCREEN
Alexander
Motion

As Your

Telephone"

PUBLICITY
Film Company

Picture Advertising

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa

K. M. T. A.
John Staple, Pres.

Fox-

—

1818 Wyandotte St.
W. P. Humston

ASSOCIATIONS

18th St. —

EXHIBITOR

Syncrofilm

Independent Theatre Owners Association
1214 Brush Creek Road — VAlentine 2770
E. E. Webber jr., Pres. John Wolfberg, Sec.

128 W.

THE

SOUND

Victor 8796

Stebbins Theatre Equipment Co.
1804 Wyandotte St.
C. H. Badger, Mgr.
Phone: GRand

EXHIBITOR

circuit, and

VI. 3535

Great Western Stage Equipment Co.
817 Holmes St.
T. L. Greening, Mgr.
Phone: Victor 9078

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

Cooper, the Gibralter
wesco.

213 West

Central Theatre Equipment Company
Western Electric - Mirrophonic Sound
Motiograph Projectors
E. C. Leeves, General Manager
130 W.

Griffiths in Nebraska, although it’s the
second Oklahoma circuit to get a foothold
here (T. B. Noble’s Nebraska Theatres,
Inc., of. Lincoln, was first from the Sooner
state)

AIR CONDITIONING

A. A. Electric Machinery Co.
Ernest Amoneno, Mgr.
St.

Falls City, wherein theatres are now owned by Oscar Johnson. Total city population
of the three towns is about 17,000.
It will be the initial gesture for the

to Sell.

Why Pay More?
G. A. Peterson
1389
316 Southwest
Kansas City, Mo.

1117 Cherry

$100,000.
Towns are Nebraska City and Auburn,
the Booth Bros, theatrical properties, and

CITY TERRITORY

Peterson "Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
Blowers, washers, spray nozzels, office and
home units.
Special

The amount of money hasn’t been mentioned, but is understood to approach

FOR

KANSAS
AND

to

DIRECTORY

A HANDY

EQUIPMENT

are understood

be in progress in this territory by the
Griffith Amusement Co., of Oklahoma and
the southwest, for the purchase of three
theatrical enterprises located in southeastern Nebraska.

Other circuits already operating in Nebraska are the Paramount partnerships
of A. H. Blank, Harry Warner and J. H.

gotten Girls,” Vicki Baum story, will be
handled by Sol Siegel at Republic.

joined Nat Hecht-

man’s Hollywood Advertising Co. last
week as salesman, has gone to Minneapolis, and will headquarter there.

with

houses, have been made “directors”
LTC given
and
departmental duties.
Ed Vaughan, Nebraska, is in charge of
personnel and advertising; M. E. Lofgren,
Stuart, publicity and outdoor posting, and
Harold Hellerich, Lincoln, maintenance.

Southwest

Jack Salinger, who

Lincoln — Negotiations

the Lincoln Theatres Corp., the title of
“house manager” exists no longer. The
three men, who held such title in the three

M. A. Otto, Pleasanton, Kas., on Filmrow, said the coal strike had hurt business
some down there . . . Other visitors: G. J.
Spencer, Trenton, Mo.; H. C. Musgrave,
Minneapolis and Wamego, Kas.; John
Travis, Deepwater, Mo.; C. C. Rhodes,
Warsaw and Buffalo, Mo.; Frank Weary,
Richmond, Mo.; A. J. Simmons, Lamar,
Mo.; C. R. Gregg, Caney, Kas.; Paul Tay-<
lor, Richmond, Mo.; Bill Danberry, King
City, Mo.; Howard Meek, Maysville, Mo.
When the Dickinson at Osawatomie,
Kas., reopened after remodeling May 19, it
carried the new name of Osawa . . . The
Dickinson at Parsons, Kas., also has been
renamed. It is now the Kansan. It reopens May 25.

Managers

4825

R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

239 East 72nd
Phone:

Hlland

Terrace
2694
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^HE many territory friends of the very
popular Ray Wylie undoubtedly will be
glad to learn that he was awarded a $250
bonus at the United Artists sales convention in Los Angeles for his accomplishments during the past selling season.
He further was rewarded with a salary
boost. So that everything’s hunky dory
now with Ray who was transferred to the
St. Louis branch recently . . . They’re
asking along Filmrow about the identity
of that little girl whom Bill Evidon, Columbia booker, escorted to the Minneapolis-St. Paul night baseball game and
who nicknamed her “Dixie.”
Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included Arnold and George Crane, Cambridge and Lake City, Minn.; Johnny
Snyder, Williston, N. D.; Ed Gleason, Fairchild, Wis., and Osseo, Minn.; Joe
Schindel, Granite Falls, Minn., and John
Piller, Valley City, N. D. . . . The Warner
exchange is going through a complete redecorating job . . . The United Artists
conventioneers are back from Los Angeles
and say it was “the grandest and greatest ever” and they had a wonderful time.
Bennie Berger, affable and likeable independent circuit operator, has deserted
the roughnecks ranks and now takes his
place with the intelligentsia. He actually
passed up a good prize fight, Demaree
vs. McNeel, at the Armory, to attend a
lecture by Dr. Benes, former Czecho-Slovakia president and now a University of
Chicago professor. Speaking of Bennie
recalls that when he went into St. Peter,
Minn., he was unaware that half the 5,000
population comprised inmates of the
state asylum for the feeble minded. Some
of them — the harmless trustees — are permitted their liberty to visit Bennie’s theatre. The latter’s manager asked one of
the old-timers, a patron, why he didn’t obtain his release. “What?” asked the inmate. “When I get my keep free and
when it’s so hard to get a job? Do you
think I’m crazy?” It’s one of Bennie’s
favorite stories.
Merle Potter, Journal film editor, dignified reports going the rounds that the
reopening of the 4,200 -seat Minnesota
Theatre, relinquished by the Minnesota
Amusement Co., impends. He said in his
column: "The rumor persists that the
Minnesota Theatre, backed by the Benz
interests (millionaire realty operators and
wholesale liquor dealers) , will open around

Patrons Unaware
Theatre Blaze

of

52

was

vaudeville, trying to line up ‘flesh’ entertainment.” No confirmation of this rumor
is available.
Plans are amaking for the Twin City
Variety Club’s first golf tournament of
the season at the Oak Ridge Country Club
late this month . . . Clarence K. Olson,
Warner branch manager, visited northern
Minnesota accounts . . . W. O. McPhall,
Warner checking supervisor, is sporting a
new automobile . . . Harry Aiken is in
town trying to place “The Birth of a
Nation” . . . Harry Katz, Gayety (stock
burlesque) impresario, is busy golfing and
ritory. wrestling shows through the terpiloting
Lillian Mullen, Warner contract clerk,
was home with a sprained ankle . . . Harold B. Johnson, Universal branch manager,
is back from a fast swing around the territory, personally contacting exhibitors . . .
RKO now has three bookers and will be
able to give even better service than ever
to exhibitors, “Nickey” Goldhammer,
branch manager, points out. The new man
is Dave Kummel from the home office . . .
Helen Pauly and Gertrude Guimont, two
of the charming members of the Warner
office staff, are planning a trip to the
San Francisco exposition.
W. A. Steffes, back from a Chicago business trip, spent a few days on his north-

Pro-Nazis Protest
of 'Mamlock'
Run
Kansas City — For the second

time

in

two weeks a German minority here has
sought to stop a motion picture on the
ground it deals unfairly with the Nazis.
E. L. Cranfill and Vernon D. Fulcrut
presented a petition asking that the motion picture censorship appeal board revoke the licensing of “Professor Mamlock” by Mrs. Eleanore C. Walton, city
censor. The petition was signed by 15
persons.
Before the board had time to act, the

St. Paul, Minn. — Patrons continued
to enter the Garrick Theatre, downtown 15-cent double feature house, despite the fact that firemen strung hose
through the lobby and went to work
on a small blaze behind a washroom
tiling. Spectators inside the theatre
apparently were unaware of the fire
as the smoke was drawn away through
washroom ventilators. Damage
timated at $100.

June 1, with Gordon Greene, present
manager of the Palace, a Benz de luxe
lower loop grind film and vaudeville spot,
as manager. The policy will be similar to
that of the Palace as a combination vaudeville-picture house. Greene is now making
the rounds of theatres in Chicago, Milwaukee and other spots where they play

es-

Vogue, which was playing “Professor
Mamlock” changed bills. “Mamlock”
did very little business which is said to be
the primary reason why it was removed.
Signers of the petition protesting “Mamlock” were among those who signed the
petition the preceding week to have the
appeal board stop the showing of “Confessions of a Nazi Spy.” The board in
that case upheld Mrs. Walton’s approval
of the picture.
Charge of the petitioners on “Mamlock” was that it contained Russian propaganda against Germany, and was harmful to international relations.

ern Minnesota estate before plunging into
the heaps of work that devolves upon him
as Allied States national convention chairman. . . W. H. Workman, M-G-M branch
manager, has shaken off that pestiferous
illness and is feeling fit and on the job
full time again . . . For the first time the
Volk brothers’ de luxe neighborhood house,
the Nile, ran a foreign language film — a
Swedish picture . . . Swedish pictures are
at the Lyceum weekends again . . . Harold Fields and Harold Kaplan’s new St.
Louis Park Theatre, one of the Twin City’s
most beautiful neighborhood houses, is off
to a good start.
The local Columbia contingent had their
own special railroad car to the Chicago
sales convention . . . W. C. Gehring, 20thFox western division manager, was a visitor .. . Herman Fields, Coringa, la., was
here for the opening of the new St. Louis
Park Theatre . . . Ben Blotcky of Paramount is driving a new car . . . J. C. Snyder, Williston, N. D., exhibitor, and his
auditor, Steve Tone, spent a few days
here . . . Mike Smith, film booker for the
U. S. Army Motion Picture Service, was a
visitor . . . Ben Blotcky advises that
“Union Pacific” opened with a bang in
the territory. It already has held over in a
dozen spots outside of the Twin Cities.
Sol Torodor, Minneapolis independent
neighborhood exhibitor, is a daddy. It’s
a son . . . With “Dodge City” at the State,
the Crystal, lower loop house, played an
old Columbia, “Dodge City Trail” and
had banners and signs all over the front
with “Dodge City” in large letters and
“Trail’ so small you hardly could see it
. . . Paramount’s “Invitation to Happiness” was exceptionally well received at
test screening here.
Who’s the wealthiest Film Row salesman? Several of the boys have been nominated for that honor. Make your own
guess . . . Morrie Abrams, M-G-M special exploiteer, worked in southern Minnesota on “Pygmalion” and “The Hardys
Ride High” . . . Irene Good of the 20thFox office staff is vacationing in California. Hazel Champlin of the same office is
spending her vacation in and about the
Twin Cities . . . Gordie Greene’s latest at
his Palace Theatre is “blind wrestlers”
with four blindfolded grapplers in the ring
at the same time. Previously he had introduced wrestling in ice cream and wrestling
in molasses and popcorn.

Cassil Entering 34th
Year as Exhibitor
Kansas

City — On

the date

of the

Kansas-Missouri Theatres Ass'n convention over which he will preside,
Frank Cassil of the Rialto, St. Joseph,
will be completing his 33rd year in
the motion picture business. He started
in Salina, Kas., at the Nickelodeon,
the first picture theatre in Salina and
the second in the state. Since then he
has participated in every phase
business except production.
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Desch to Helm ot
K. C. Monogram
Kansas

City

—

Douglas

Desch

will

as-

sume management of the Monogram exchange here May 29. Desch, who is
branch manager for Grand National, will
succeed Les Durland, who has headed the
exchange since the independent company
re-entered the production field a year or
so ago. Durland has sold his interest in
the exchange.
Desch, who in the past ten years has
seen experience with Publix, Denver; Publix, Kansas City; A. P. Baker, Electric;
Fox Midwest and GB as booker, and with
GB and Grand National as salesman and
branch manager, will be succeeded at
Grand National by Sol Hankin. Hankin at
one time was with Educational at St.
Louis. Robert Moore, who worked with
Desch as booker when Desch was branch
manager
tional.

at GB, now

is with Grand

KANSAS

CITY

Na-

J. R. “Reg” Wilson, Monogram home
office supervisor, is at the local exchange
until the shift is effected.

Cash Award Hearing in
LaCrosse Set for June 7
Lacrosse,

Wis. — After

MINNEAPOLIS

the district court

here rejected the application of the city
of LaCrosse for a temporary injunction to
restrain local theatres from holding Bank
Night and other cash gift nights, the
case was set for hearing on its merits
June 7.
Bank Night equipment seized from the
Koppelberger and Ruben theatres has been
returned to their owners and the showhouses again are holding cash gift nights.
S. P. Halpern, local attorney, represented Bank Night at the hearing.
The present fight against the theatre
cash gift nights was launched by a local
district court judge, who has been at
loggerheads with Koppelberger and who
contends that the stunt constitutes a gambling lottery in violation of the state law.
Previously the courts had ruled that Bank
Night does not violate the state antilottery law.

OMAHA

Nebraska Theatres Buys
Shelved First Runs
Lincoln — More

films fell to the Nebraska

Theatres, Inc., when RKO Radio sold a
few of the backed up and unplayed first
runs held by the Lincoln Theatres Corp.
to Howard Federer, general manager of
the NTL Federer previously had bought
some actions and second runs.
Clarence
Clarence,

DES MOINES

to Crackenberger

Mo. — C. L. Crackenberger

taking over the Clarence
from Russell Hickerson.
Heart
Menominee,

Attack

Wis. — Fred

Theatre

is

here

Fatal
Smith,

veteran

exhibitor here, dropped dead of a heart
attack. He was 60 years old.
BOXOFFICE
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From the Midwestern

— Photos by Candid Illustrators

Branches —

At the Columbia regional sales convention in Chicago. From KANSAS CITY:
Ben Marcus (manager), Tom Baldwin, Charles Reynolds, Zack Beiser, Herb
Stulz and William Bradfield. MINNEAPOLIS : Al Aved, Don Conley, Mannie
Sgutt, Bill Evidon, H. J. Chapman (manager) , Irving Marks and Max Mazur.
OMAHA: Robert Adler, John Morphet, Joe Jacobs (manager) , Elmer Dunas
and Ed Bricketto. DES MOINES: Milt Goodman, Marvin Godwin, Bing Miller, Mel Evidon (manager) and Art Leak.
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the Monogram convention in Chi, and, of
course, Sol Francis and Elmer Huhnke,
with whom went out to tear a fish . . .

fjOWARD FEDERER shook the dust off
his feet and departed for anyone of
three widely separated destinations . . .
Bob Huffman is making room in the Lincoln Theatres Corp. offices for the J. H.
Cooper Enterprises accounting department
for the Colorado and Nebraska portions
of the circuit . . . Once R. E. Griffith gets
into Nebraska, if the deals in the southeastern part of the state jell, there’s a possibility of a link in Lincoln.

Sam Clark, Warner’s press man, was still
happy about “Dodge City’’ and the gala
premiere . . . Passed Old Heidelberg, the
restaurant, and thought of Hastings Rivoli
manager , Orville Rennie, who used to sing
there . . . Tip to possible World Fairers:
If driving, route yourself by Pennsylvania.
Fifty-one miles an hour is signal for arrest, drivers license revoked for 90 days and
$12.50 fine — and they do mean you.

George Monroe sr. and his wife are in
Washington, D. C., taking leisurely combination business and vacation trip . . .
Jack Polk, dean of the agents who book
shows for picnics and fairs, says Nebraska
is showing its worst season in history, a
full 50 per cent below 1938, which was a
bum year.
Harvey Traylor never thinks of that vacation he had back in Pueblo without visions of a certain redhead . . . Ed Vaughan
says married women are the only kind who
gets men’s wages, which is the reason he’s
single . . . Harry Shumow is one man who
can testify that fraternity paddling sessions are the bunk. He’s been paying off
hospital bills for his son who was bottomed
too hard with a barrel stave . . . Fay
Dressen and Joe Rosenberg dropped in to
do the town. Now that Fay has sold Nebraska Theatres, Inc., some 21 pictures, he
has reason to come down. Very few RKO’s
were playing before, so there was no excuse for him to leave Omaha.
Notes on a
in Cincinnati,
Wallace press
of Ohio for

vacation: Ran into Al Gregg
who used to be Hagenbeckagent, but now has the state
Republic Pictures . . . Was

guested in Cincinnati’s Variety Club, which
is a honey . . . Did a broadcast on WSAI,
same town, and (Elmer Tilton note) ivas
asked by the interviewer, who had •never
seen Gene Autry, what he was like . . .
Interviewed by Virginia Sturm, film scribe
for the Dayton News, on why and how to
see so many pictures . . . Into the World’s
Fair and found Nebraska culture strongly
represented in the World of Tomorrow. A
Nebraska son manages a midway freak
show, and a Nebraska daughter is doing
a strip tease on the midway . . . Ran into

Theatre Row highlight : Tire theatre Row
“over-35s,” called hereinafter the Bob Livingston Pot-Bellies, and the “under-35s”
named the “check cashers,” are going to
have a ball game. Rules include (all in
favor of the execs) : Pot-bellies pitcher
may throw as wild as he wants, CC pitcher must throw easy and over the plate.
Single by CCs wins loss of one day’s pay,
two-bagger loses a week, triple, the vacation with pay, and a home-run, instant
dismissal.
Letter bag shows Ed Schoenthal is still
making a hit with Swedish pictures . . .
That Screen Book wants a national poll by
newspapers on dual features . . . That Jack
Benny appreciated a radio broadcast in his
defense.
M. E. Lofgren took a girl togged only
in a bathing suit formed of roses, to the
down-town department store to pass out
roses from a tray ballyhooing “Rose of
Washington Square.’’ The stunt nearly
caused a riot when the men she passed
insisted on picking roses off the gal,
rather than take the ones she offered from
the tray.

Fulton and Wolfberg Pool
Their Theatre Interests
Kansas

City — W.

D.

Fulton,

who

KANSAS— MISSOURI THEATRES ASSN.
Invites All Independent Exhibitors to Attend an
Important Convention

Hear These Speakers:
H. M. RICHEY
GEORGE W. WEEKS
ED KUYKENDALL
Also Problems of General
Interest — Good Fellowship

The Place: President Hotel, Kansas City
The Time: Thursday and Friday, May 25 and 26
DON'T MISS IT!!!
54

has

the Tivoli and Southtown in Kansas City,
Mo., and the State in Kansas City, Kas„
and John Wolfberg, who has the Strand
and Mokan in Kansas City, Mo., have
combined interests, which brings Fulton
back into the picture as the largest independent in the local field. Fulton also has
an interest in the Colonial.
Wolfberg took over the Mokan last week
from Lewis Egan.

O

M

A

H

A

J^EON
Warner
will
leaveDIZON,
for New
York,film
Maypeddler,
31, where
he will be married on June 4 to Rona Silverman. Exhibs in the North Platte territory can look for him back on the job
about June 10 . . . Chet Washburn, doorman at the Omaha Theatre, will be wed
June 3 to a local girl.
Congratulations to Jack McBride, 13year-old son of John McBride, Republic
office manager, who recently won a
scholarship at Creighton University . . .
Walt Green, Fepco boss and active Variety member, is sporting a sort of a mustache. Walt has a new supply of stories.
Roy McGraw, chief operator at the
Capitol in Lincoln, was on the Row . . .
F. A. Van Husan of Western Theatre Supply is buying his daughter a dandy new
camera.
Jack Daley of the Paramount

publicity

department was here to screen “Invitation
to Happiness’’ for several hundred local
club women . . . Variety Club’s redecorated
headquarters will have been properly
opened with a stag affair by the time this
column is off the press . . . Eddie Shafton,
Variety Club mainspring, says he’ll have
big news for us in a few weeks.
R. J. Dalton, exhib at Osmond, Neb.,
will reopen his house this week after having it closed for remodeling and redecoration. Our scouts tell us the Osmond
Theatre will be a dandy layout when reopend. . . Bob Kozal, son of the TriStates ad artist, has been ill.
Don McLucas, U A chief, and his henchmen are back from California and the
United Artists sales meeting. Bill Barker,
Ed Rostermundt, Harry Barker and Jay
Schlank also made the trip. All are properlyuct . pepped
up over
season’s
. . When
the the
UA new
special
train prodwent
through Nebraska, Gov. Roy Cochran sent
a telegram to Jack Goldhar, midwest district manager, sending greetings and “a
welcome to Nebraska.”
McLucas saw several Omaha lads now
in the industry elsewhere. In every case
they wanted to be remembered to old
friends along Davenport street . . . Among
them were Charlie Schlaifer, hornblower
for the United Artists Theatre in Los
Angeles, formerly with Tri-States in
Omaha . . . Also Sid Lehman, now UA
branch manager at Buffalo.
L. J. “Jack” Schlaifer, new vice-president for United Artists, grew up in Omaha .. . Charles Feldman, Universal branch
manager in L. A., got his start in the
business in Omaha . . . McLucas also saw
Clayton Lynch, Metro manager at L. A.,
formerly Metro manager on Davenport
street . . . Also Jimmie Abrose, once UA
boss in Omaha, and now exchange manager
in Milwaukee.
Exhibitors on the Row this week included: L. E. Burkey, Ritz Theatre, Deshler,
Neb.; George Norman, Iowa circuit owner;
Ray Brown, Harlan, la.; Paul Haeker, Parrot Theatre, Alma, Neb.; Carl Ernest, Harris Theatre, Avoca, la.; Bert Beams, Auditorium Theatre, Red Cloud, Neb.
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ITO Maps Defense
Against Ohio Tax
Columbus — Board

of directors of the In-

Bill in Harrisburg
Kids From
Harrisburg — Senate

Sunday

committee

on

law

dependent Theatre Owners of Ohio met
here Wednesday to discuss a program of
defense against proposed adverse legislation which aims to make motion picture
films subject to the state three per cent
sales tax.
Two weeks ago action was filed in the
court of appeals of Franklin County, by
John V. Bostwick of Columbus against all
members of the tax commission of the

and order has reported the Mallery act
( S-701 ) which would amend the Pennsylvania Sunday motion picture act of 1935
by prohibiting the admission of children
under 15 years of age to motion picture
exhibitions on Sunday. Powerful pressure
is being brought in the senate for passage
of this measure, which had not been expected to be reported out of committee.

state of Ohio, claiming that tax exemption of motion picture films is in violation of the provisions of the sales tax act
and that taxes in the amount of approximately $750,000 are collectable under this
act.

Ready for final passage were several
liquor bills including House Bill No. 925,
regulating retail beer dispensers licenses,
increasing fees, increasing the amount of
floor space required at beer dispensaries
having entertainment, and preventing delicatessen stores from selling beer by the

The same taxpayer last week filed a second action in Franklin county court of
appeals under the use tax section of the
Ohio sales tax law calling upon the Ohio
tax commission to collect the three per
cent sales tax on all film rentals paid by
Ohio theatre owners from January, 1935,
to the present date. The petition states
that the total tax involved amounts to
more than $1,250,000.
P. J. Wood, ITO secretary, in a recent
bulletin to members, states that the organization intends to defend the interests
of its members and of all theatre owners
to the extent of opposing this action to
the fullest extremity.
There is always danger, states Wood,
that the amusement tax will be upped from
the present three per cent on the gross to
a straight 12 per cent. The legislature, he
points out, is being called upon by the
powerful farm groups of the state to obtain the funds necessary to finance the
permanent relief program. These funds
will be sought by an attempt to re-establish the former higher rates on cosmetics,
beer and amusement admissions. Governor
Bricker, who is opposed to this program,
according to report, favors instead, a program of lowering the percentage by which
special levies can be imposed upon real
estate in those municipalities which are
in dire need of relief assistance. The ITO
is aiding the governor to put through this
program.

Legislature's Adjournment
Is Believed to Be Near
Pittsburgh — When

Fred

J. Herrington

departed for Harrisburg Monday morning
he stated that he expected the Pennsylvania legislature to adjourn late next week.
He has been making regular weekly visits
to Harrisburg during the present session
of the general assembly, contacting members of the house of representatives and
the senate. In matters pertaining to motion picture exhibition he points out the
exhibitors’ side of the argument, and with
dozens of bills affecting them he has been
unusually busy this session. The veteran
secretary of the MPTO of W. Pa. hopes
that his visit to Harrisburg next week
will be his final one for this session. Exhibitors are hoping so, too, and are holding their breath.
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ME

glass.
Republicans appear to have reached some
sort of an agreement with the Democratic
leadership in the senate that may speed
the work of this session considerably.
The senate has confirmed Gov. Arthur
H. James’ nomination of Mrs. Edna R.
Carroll of Philadelphia as chairman of the
state board of censors. Mrs. Carroll was
named to this post several months ago,
but her nomination was held up and at one
time rejected.
Representatives Kane and Curran are
merging their respective measures designed to regulate “obnoxious” signboards and
impose drastic taxes on billboards. The
combined measure will now approach the
subject from the regulation angle rather
than taxation.
An act authorizing the department of
labor and industry to license theatrical
agencies has been introduced in the general assembly by Senator Tallman. This
bill (S-928) regulates the business of bookers and provides for licensing, registration
and bonding of theatrical agents. The committee on labor and industry is studying
the act.

Would Have Tapped
Trade Gross Take
Detroit — The

three

per

cent

sales tax

3% Sales Tax Bill
Is Killed
three
was

Mich. — The

proposal

killed

Monday

by

a

a

49 to 45 vote

of representatives.
on the second vote.

Shows

An act making it lawful for counties of
the fifth class to provide, erect and maintain radio broadcasting stations (S-558)
has been introduced by Senator Eroe and
the matter is before the committee on
county government.
The

bill which would license photographers, photographic studios, film and slide
producers (H-475) was defeated on final
passage, 40 to 70.
Penal code act, including equal rights
provisions and other regulations pertaining to theatres, has passed the house and
is now before the senate as Senate Bill
No. 776, being in the hands of the committee on judiciary general.
The senate has another civil rights act
IS- 649) which further prohibits race discrimination. Introduced by Senator Jaspan, the act is under consideration by the
committee on judiciary general.
Act prohibiting the recording of any
broadcast without permission (H-805) is
active in the house. Reese act to curb
sale and distribution of indecent and immoral writings, pictures, etc., has passed
the house and is before the committee on
judiciary special in the senate (S-942).
Active in the senate is another act (S-702),
introduced by Senator Mallery, which
would repeal the law of 1907 requiring all
publications to publish names of all officials, owners, proprietors and editors.
Other active bills include several regulating fraudulent manipulations of coin and
vending machines (H-495, now S-388: H642, now S-935) .
Before the judiciary special committee
in the senate is an act (698), introduced
by Senator Bartlett, pertaining to licensing
for distribution of premiums; the measure relating to the use and furnishing of
stamps, coupons, tickets, certificates, cards
or other similar devices for or with the
sale of goods, ware and merchandise.

would have cost Michigan’s 580 theatres
approximately $870,000 annually.
The proposal was introduced before the
legislature as one method of alleviating
the strained financial condition of the
state’s treasury.
The trade throughout the state was
quick to unite against the bill when it was
approved by a special house committee.

Drive-In Near Canton
lor

per cent sales tax on all amusement admissions, including theatres,

of the house
measure died

Bar

Subsequent run theatres, operating on a
marginal basis, would have been hit particularly hard by the measure, which
stipulated the levy could not be added to
10- and 15-cent admissions.
Leaders in the trade estimated the levy

proposal on amusement admissions killed
Tuesday by the house of representatives,
would have applied to the annual gross
take of theatres, minus a $50 exemption.

Lansing.

Would

The

Canton,

Ohio — First drive-in

theatre

in

greater Canton area is nearing completion
near Strasburg, south of here. It will accommodate 500 automobiles. Rollin Boyer,
well known concessionaire, is financing the
venture, which will be opened late this
month.
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Suil by Schreiber
Settled Quietly
Detroit — The

Pittsburgh at Pickiair —
Walter Wanger, left, and Joan Bennett oblige the Pittsburgh United Artists
force for this photograph on the lawn of Mary Pick ford’s Pick fair during
the UA convention in Los Angeles. Shown here are Wanger, Harry Rees, Miss
Bennett, William Scott, James Nash and Abe Weiner.

Medals Bestowed on
Industry Leaders
Conneaut

Lake,

Pa. — Gold

ners were announced

medal

win-

awarded here to industry leaders following a golf tournament Tuesday. At a

office

representative,

was

awarded

of

Ray

Schreiber’s

Ray Schreiber also operates the four nonmember houses which belong to the Midwest circuit and are booking through Mutual Theatres, is presumably the background which makes the Coop people willing to “concede” the aim of the suit.
Physical booking for the Palmer Park,

and medallions were

“Good Will” banquet, staged in the Hotel
Conneaut, company representatives accepted the medallions for their chiefs who
were absent. The gold medals went to
Neil Agnew, Paramount; Harry A. Gold,
United Artists; William A. Scully, New
Universal; William F. Rodgers, M-G-M;
Jules Levy, RKO; Roy H. Haines, Warner
Bros.; Abe Montague, Columbia; James
R. Grainger and Herbert J. Yates, Republic; George W. Weeks, Monogram; Sol
Edwards, GN; Herman Wobber, 20th-Fox;
George Dembow, Herman R. Robbins and
Toby Gruen, National Screen Service, and
Charles Casanave, National Screen Accessories. Robert F. Klingensmith, Box-

suit

Palmer Park Theatre Co. against Cooperative Theatres was quietly settled with the
withdrawal of the Palmer Park from membership in Cooperative. By terms of the
settlement, it was stated by reliable authority on both sides, the theatre is released from further liability under its contract as a member of Cooperative, and
Coop is released from liability reciprocally.
The claims made by the Palmer Park
Co. in its bill of complaint, and the general background of the case, which is one
more interlude in the long history of booking difficulties in lower Woodward Ave.
houses, were given in detail in the April 15
issue of Boxoffice.
While the plaintiff may be said to have
technically won the point for which it was
suing — that of being released from its connection with Cooperative — the sentiment
of Coop leaders appeared to be a willingness to release the house. The fact that

as for Schreiber’s other houses, will continue to be handled through Mutual.

Nash , Rees Win Prizes
In UA Sales Drive
Pittsburgh — The

UA-ites on Coast —
Nat Goodman, Cleveland UA manager;
Irving Sochin, Cincinnati, and Fred
Sandy of Chicago at the annual sales
convention in Los Angeles.

a gold

local branch

of United

Artists accounted for two sales quota winners. Of the 13 sales representatives who
sold 100 per cent or more of their quotas,
the two from the Pittsburgh office were
James H. Nash and Harry Rees. Each received gold buttons and cash bonuses of
$250.

medal.
Jack Judd was general chairman of the
affair and James H. Alexander was
treasurer. Speakers included M. A. Rosenberg, MPTO president, who made the
awards of the gold and silver medals, and
Dave Kimelman, Paramount manager,
who distributed medallions to exhibitors.
Special prizes were offered in the golf
tournament and the banquet was designed
“to end all testimonials.”
Silver medals were awarded to Harry H.
Goldstein and David Kimelman, Paramount; Bert M. Stearn and A. I. Weiner,
UA; Dave Miller and Jules Lapidus, Universal; T. J. Connors, John J. Maloney
and Burtus Bishop jr., M-G-M; Nat Levy,
George Lefko and Herbert Greenblatt,
RKO; Robert Smeltzer and Harry Seed,
Warner Bros.; Sam Galanty and Art Levy,
Columbus; Harry LaVine and James H.
Alexander, Republic; Mark Goldman,
Monogram; Max Shulgold, GN; William
Sussman, Edgar Moss and Ira H. Cohn,
20th Century-Fox; Jack Cohen, NSS, and
Dr. H. C. Winslow, Meadville theatre
owner and host.
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Brothers
—
And managers:

Morris

Dudelson, UA

branch manager in Detroit, and Harris Dudelson, Cincinnati manager, at
the sales convention

in Los Angeles.

Also
Brothers —
But not managers: Leon

Weingarden
of the UA Milwaukee branch, and Ed
Weingarden of Detroit. Also a shot of
the UA convention in Los Angeles.
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Tablecloth Notes
Detroit — At the Variety

Club Luncheon:

Next-to-last luncheon of the season
found a “fairish” crowd of Barkers out to
hear the Detroit Schoolmen’s Chorus of
30 voices directed by Howard Love. The
singing was tops and Barkers went for
this choral style in a big way. Gene Senby
was accompanist.
Mme. Etienne, who used to have a booking office here, did a couple of real Spanish dances . . . Bill Carlson, between two
flags, called her La Belle Francaise OoLa-La and Mme. A. la Spaniche.

Free Show
Plaguing
Detroit — The

free show

Problem

Again

Michigan

Trade

problem

is ris-

ing again to plague Michigan exhibitors.
Typical is for merchants in small towns
to band together to pay the costs of production and give a show one night a week.
Different nights of the week are selected,
so that “patrons” can go to a different
show from four to six nights weekly. The

Nina Patti, talented soprano, gave some
numbers . . . Another visitor was Julie
D’Amoldy, writer now with CKLW . . .
Ralph Ruben wants to know: What’s a
terpsichorean?
John King, WJR newsman, is being
urged to raise a mustache . . . Fred Schader and wife are leaving for the New York
Fair.

Mary Brian, Fay Wray, George Raft
and Edmund Lowe were the Hollywood
stars coming to Holland, Mich, for the
Tulip Festival . . . Warren Slee found a
lot of his friends among the schoolmen
in the chorus.
Warren Slee, supervising the special bus
tieup for “It’s a Wonderful World,” found
the bus so easy to handle, despite its
length and 16- ton weight, that he got
a bad bump when the driver, accustomed
to harder-handling vehicles, stopped too
suddenly, then ran up the sidewalk just
under the marquee of the United Artists
Theatre.

shows are going to a two-a-week policy
in many towns.
The free shows last year drew people
from within a radius of 70 miles. Farmers
and others would drive their families
through two or three towns with theatres,
to “patronize” the free shows. The money
they saved on theatre tickets went to gas
station operators, instead. Crowds of from
1,500 to 2,000 were common.
Leaders of exhibitor associations are now
considering ways of warding off the shows.
Most exchanges, in the past, have expres ed a willingness to refuse to supply
film. It is understood, however, in some
instances the product is bootlegged from
undisclosed sources. In some cases, 16 mm
film is used.
Sentiment among exhibitors is not unanimously in favor of fighting the free shows.
While all agree they are a distinct disadvantage to their own business, some
showmen incline to the view that any
public action against the shows would bring
a reaction against local theatre operators.

E. C. Mehlberg, who has the Mehlberg
School, produced some talented youngsters for the Saturday Frolic at Variety
clubrooms . . . Final frolic of the season
this weekend, featuring Lt. John Bartkowiak’s Safety Boys, should be real entertainment.
Bill Carlson found mice in the microphone when he started the show . . . Bert
Tighe, Universal salesman, and Roy Taylor, in from the Southlawn, Grand Rapids,
came in late but rated seats at the speakers’ table.

Is

Pitt Visitor—
William

Henry,

new

screen

player,

stops for a Boxoffice cameraman at
Pittsburgh. He was one of the many
Hollywood folks who “ pioneered ” into
the city on the “Union Pacific’’ special. The studio luminaries and the
historical locomotive created much
interest for Cecil B. DeMille’s epic of
empire builders, and young “Bill”
Henry proved to be one of the most
appreciated screen visitors to the
“workshop”

city in some time.

Many customers
of the free
showtheatres
“patrons”
are
regular
of local
at least
nine months a year, and to take public
action to stop their free shows would possibly result in a “consumer boycott,” some
operators fear. Action by legislation, for
instance, would have this effect, it is believed. Also it is considered unlikely that
any act stopping such shows would be
passed by the legislature, in view of the
number of merchants it would affect.
The only effective remedy, some point
out, is through trade agreements or fair
practice codes.

Mutual, Booking Group,
Loses Two : Both Dark
Detroit — Mutual

Theatres,

booking

Jack Douglas and Carlson are rehearsing
a juggling act for next Monday’s affair.

Father Flanagan to Get
Variety Club Tribute
Pittsburgh — Father

E.

J.

Flanagan,

founder and head of Boys Town, will receive the first annual Humanitarian Award
of the Variety Club May 26. John H.
Harris, president of the Variety Clubs of
America, will head a delegation of Barkers
to Boys Town, Neb., where he will present a beautiful silver trophy to the
noted priest. Announcement of the award
was made at the Detroit convention by
John J. Maloney, chairman of the “Heart
of Variety” committee.
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com-

bine, has lost two houses. In both cases,
however, the theatres closed. They are
Harry Hansen’s State at Lake Orion and
Variety Enterprises’ Arc here.

TheAt "Spy
Sleuth" in Pittsburgh —
the William Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh as

Leon G. Turrou addressed a
gathering of nearly 1,000 persons at a luncheon in his honor. He spoke of
his activities as a G-Man in rounding up spies and did a bit of plugging for
Warner’s “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” on which he was technical advisor.

on the spot . . . Mort Grass and Joe Reich
had dinner at the Statler.
Max

Heine

of Detroit and

Dallas is

spending a few weeks here before returning to the southland . . . William Schuttenhelm has been busy installing new
drapes and other equipment in his Globe.
Bob Mork is doing the job.
The secret of George W . Trendle’s valuable and unknown “old master” in the
Michigan Theatre lobby is disclosed by
art expert W. R. Valentiner. It’s the portrait of an old lady by Pietro Belloto.
Jack

Sextet From

Detroit —

— Photo

by

Candid

Illustrators

Detroiters at the Columbia regional convention in Chicago, are, left to right:
Herb Schilds, Ray Cloud, Clark Baker, District Manager Carl Shalit, George
McCoy and Clair Townsend.

HD) IE T R C) II T
JOHN STOIA, owner of the Midway, Cir^ cle and Alden theatres, and John Tatu,
owner of the Casino and Nortown, have
returned from a trip to Europe. Stoia took
his car with him and sold it over there.
Tatu, since his return, has been sporting
a new red Dodge sedan. Joseph Miskinis,
partner with Stoia, is driving a new Lincoln-Zephyr.
R. P. (Dick) Leahy, owner of the Washington in Bay City, after attending the
Variety Club luncheon, went on to Washington and the chamber of commerce convention.
R. E. Harvey, research salesman for the
Detroit branch of Ross Federal Service,
is on a business trip to New York ... In
the Ross Federal "Gold Rush Drive,” the
local branch is in fourth place at the end
of the first week.
George Whitney’s Parquet Floor Co. is
installing carpeting in Butterfield’s new
Gladmer at Lansing and the new house at
Flint, as well as in Barney
hambra here.

Kilbride’s Al-

Sam Ackerman, owner of the East Side,
visited the Paramount and M-G-M studios in Hollywood and is now en route to
the San Francisco Fair. He will return
home about June 1.
Douglas Brosey, owner of the Amsterdam, is the father of an eight-pound boy,
his second. Name is William. Brosey is
redecorating the front of the house to celebrate the occasion, with T. J. Jagmin doing the fob.
Abe Schiller, Detroit booker, has been
commuting by plane between Detroit, New
York and Chicago, producing shows . . .
Sol Berns and wife are taking advantage
of the summer lull. They leave June 1

on a five-week trip to Hollywood,
Francisco and the Fair.

San

Alex Schreiber discloses Associated Theatres has taken over an interest in the
1, 500-seat Nortown being erected at Flint
. . . Those heavy doors on the front of the
Palms-State Theatre Bldg, have been removed.
Pearl Sprott has added quite a library
to her office equipment at Allied . . . Earl
Hudson, UDT publicity chief, left Saturday for two weeks of the N. Y. Fair.
Fred C. Dickely and Edwin C. Shriver,
both of Altec, were in Cincinnati . . . Wilmanager, Elmer Zuehlke, postcard about
Ham A. Cassidy, circuit owner, and his
the big fish they’re catching in Florida.
Victor Jeckel, manager of Cassidy’s
Strand at Alma, was a local visitor . . .
Emil H. Beck is busy promoting the special train to the Holland Tulip Festival
and a lake ride on the Huron for June 4.
Alterations are in progress at the Seville, operated by James Bukiwale and
Severina Danswski.
Wisper & Wetsman are planning a new
theatre in Dearborn, west side suburb,
where they now operate the Calvin . . .
Offices of Alexander Film Co. in the Fox
Theatre Bldg, are closed.
Joanna de Tuscan, ex-Detroit fencer
and actress, teamed with her husband, Bela
de Tuscan, in the musical revue, “These
Foolish Things,” which has had over 400
performances at the Palladium in London, is now the world’s feminine champion professional fencer. She won the title
in London, her brother, William Deutsch,
informs.
Herbert Rawlinson, here hunting talent
for RKO, reveals he was once flat broke
as a youngster in this very town . . . Jack
Broder’s little 200-seat Rainbow is having
an air conditioning system installed.
Louis Schlussel, owner of the Farnum,
Hamtramck, threatened by an armed bandit Monday, before the house opened,
stalled until Manager Joseph Urban called
the police. An officer shot the bandit dead
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Lord

is changing

the name

of

Libby Theatrical Costumers to Authentique Costumers . . . Otto G. Lindemeyer,
Detroit fire marshal, was to leave on a
week’s furlough.
L. C. Becker, American Seating manager, is looking forward to lots of activity
in his line, with all the new theatre construction planned upstate . . . E. D. Ainslie, Armstrong insulation manager, was
busy entertaining home office guests.
Modem Talking Picture Service is preparing to show films in summer resort
towns without theatres, Manager N. D.
Reiss reports.
Charles

N. Agree, theatrical architect,

is busy on Wisper & Wetsman’s new Harper Theatre . . . Norman Terry, formerly
with Jam Handy, has been added to the
scripting staff of Brobuck, Inc.
Jack C. Coffey is being transferred to
Wilmington, Del., by Jam Handy. It’s a
promotion to the executive contact staff
. . . Dave Newman and Charley Perry
were the early birds of the Thursday Gang,
closely followed by Bill Hurlbut and his
"shadow,” Harlan Starr.
James Pooler, Free Press film editor, has
a friend, Little Lemuel, who discloses the
secrets of juvenile film audiences like
this: “Give me love and romance every
time. Love affairs keep my folks softened
up, and then they aren’t looking at movie
kids, like Little Mr. Bartholomew, which
expect me to be like.”
Lester Coleman, Paramount

auditor, left

for New York after a week’s stay here . . .
Elwood Dwyer, Paramount shipping clerk,
is now in front of a booking desk.
Jack Ryder, Paramount

salesman, is two

strikes ahead for the company’s L. A.
convention the end of this month, with
two swanky new suits.
Susan Brown of Paramount’s booking
department denies she will be married this
summer, despite her announced engagement. She confides Bea Mattingly, Jack
Howard’s secretary, may
bride instead.

be the summer

Eddie Murphy is keeping so busy covering the pathways of Michigan for Mutual that his friends never get a chance
to see him any more . . . George Raft was
a Michigan visitor, coming to Holland for
the Tulip Festival.
Harris Named
Pittsburgh — John

Arena
H.

Head

Harris

has

been

elected president of the newly organized
Arena

Managers’

Ass’n.
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Exhibitor Discovers
Ballyhoo's Potency
New

London,

Ohio — J. O. Guthrie,

who

operates the Karolyn Theatre, so keenly
feels the important civic position that a
motion picture theatre occupies in a small
town, that he has taken to the boards
and is giving his time and his talents
without charge to the civic organization
of towns in his neighborhood, to explain
his position in a talk which he calls “Stimulating Business.”
The motion picture theatre, he tells his
Kiwanis, Rotary, Chamber of Commerce
and other civic audiences, is the pivot of
activity in the smaller towns. If the merchants cooperate with. the local theatre by
boosting the theatre, they will benefit, in
turn, by selling merchandise to the increased number of people attracted to the
town. It is to the mutual benefit of both
exhibitor and merchant, Guthrie explains,
to emphasize the importance of the motion picture theatre as the center of small
town activity.
Guthrie claims that business at his Karolyn Theatre has materially benefited as a
result of his talks before various groups
urging support and cooperation between
merchants and theatres.

Ohio — “Summer

prices”

are

being put into effect immediately at the
Madison and Ohio here by Warner theatre officials, but, it is understood, if the
change increases patronage appreciably,
the policy will be maintained indefinitely.
Evening admission at the Ohio will be
shaved from 42 to 30 cents, while Madison prices will range from 15-25 cents as
compared to the previous scale of 25-35.

READERS in civic, fraternal and social
circles, including all barkers and local
exchange personnel, turned out en masse
for Queen City Variety’s annual charity
dinner dance, held at the Netherland Plaza.
Allan Moritz was general chairman and
Col. Arthur Frudenfeld and Noah Schecter
arranged for the entertainment which also
included Mae West as guest star.
Managers are once again phoning in
for dates and bookings as theatres are reopening in West Virginia and Kentucky
following settlement of the coal strike.
Bill Miller, former operator of the Metropolitan, now the State, died this week
from a heart ailment.
Al Kollitz, RKO representative, is getting about with a cane, as a result of suffered a cracked ankle bone.
Jack Shea, Fiber & Shea circuit, held a
conference with all the circuit managers
at the Netherland Plaza this week.
UA’s “Wuthering Heights” opened to excellent business at the Albee. The exchange
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during which
fornia.

time he will explore Cali-

Joe Trunk, Youngstown film impresario,
made his wife his excuse for coming to
Cleveland to attend a baseball game the
other day . . . Republic’s district manager,
Harry LaVine, has been in town on his
regular tour of exchanges.
Frank Gross has
Quincy theatres here
He is open five days
and Saturday are the

put the Cedar and
on summer schedule.
a week. Wednesday
off days.

Nate Schultz, Monogram franchise owner, was in Toledo spreading pep and goodwill as dished out at the recent Monogram
convention . . . There’s an unconfirmed
report a new picture house will be built
in Shelby.

" Summer Prices" for Two
Warner Mansfield Links
Mansfield,

QOL. HARRY E. LONG, Loew division
manager, was called to Washington,
D. C„ by the death of his mother. Three
sons and two daughters survive . . . Douglas George is the newest member of the
Associated Theatres circuit. He came all
the way from Oklahoma City to manage
the Windameer Theatre, where he follows
in the footsteps of Stuart Cagney, now
directing the New Imperial, also an Associated house. Burt Diener, former manager of the Imperial, is on a sabbatical
leave of absence of six months or more

Dave Miller, district manager, and Joe
Kaufman, branch manager of Universal,
consummated a 1939-40 product deal with
J. R. Osborne and George Otto for the
Dipson circuit, including the chain’s house
in East Liverpool.
I. J. Schmertz and Mrs. Schmertz have
returned from French Lick Springs, Ind.,
where they went via Louisville and the
Kentucky Derby.

reports many requests for repeat dates
already on the feature.
It is reported that Maury White will take
over the Capitol Theatre at Ashland. John
Walter took over the Mecca, in Huntington, from Frank McQuade.
Lester Rosenfeld cashed in heavily on
the Derby, but on the boat returning to
Cincy, dropped a substantial sum on the
galloping ivories.
Custer’s new Lewis Theatre at Lewisberg will open in September, according to
report. They have also broken ground
for a new theatre, the State, at Charleston.
Elwood

Jones

is the new

manager

The M-G-M exchange health chart is
looking up. Gladys Nelson is coming along
nicely following her operation and will
soon be back at her billing job. Dorsey
Brown, feature booker, has resumed his
activities, being dismissed from the hospital. That leaves John Coyne still out
of commission. His condition is reported
as favorable.
Milton Mooney, head of Cooperative Theatres of Ohio, has opened a Cincinnati
office in the Film Mart Bldg. Harry Bugie
is in charge, assisted by Ray Frisz, head
booker.
Lee Chapman was one of eight salesmen to get special mention at the Monogram sales convention for outstanding
salesmanship. He was presented a fine
brief case.
Jack Withers, former Universal salesman, has joined the Monogram sales force.
He is covering the Toledo territory where
he succeeds Jack Finberg, resigned.
Max

Stahl arrived over the weekend

Howard Roth, Variety Post commander ,
celebrates Memorial Day with a brand new
silk flag. And for the information of the
uninitiated, Roth states the flag should
fly at lialfmast from sunup till noon and
at full mast from noon till sundown,
Harry

Metro’s John Allen is moving his wife
and two children from Georgia into a new
home here on Price Hill.

Goldstein,

Paramount

district

manager, and “Duke” Clark, branch manager, held a private screening of “Union
Pacific” for a group of some 35 key Pennzoil men, seeing as Paramount and Pennzoil have a national exploitation tieup.
Ray Allison and the Shaker Theatre
celebrated their third birthdays together.
Allison came to Cleveland just prior to
the opening of the theatre in 1936 and has
been at the helm ever since. The celebration took the form of a specially selected program of pictures.
The John Urbanskys have returned from
a four-week trek to California which included the Golden Gate Fair.

"TOPS'
ORS are
GENEbut AUTRY,
DAILY
EXHIBITyou
Report That You Have a Close
Rival in

FRED

at

RKO’s Shubert . . . Sam Oshrey, formerly
booker for Grand National, has resigned to
book for Warner . . . Martin McNamee is
new GN booker.

to

take over managemnt of the Grand National exchange. He succeds Paul Richrath, who will manage the exchange in
Albany. Stahl managed the UA exchange
in Cincinnati before taking a flier into
exhibition. His appointment brings back
to Cleveland his wife, the former Estelle
Goldberg, who before her marriage was
local UA office manager.

whose

SCOTT

New

8 MUSICAL
WE

ARE

Series of

WESTERNS

NOW

BOOKING

.

J
1

Big Feature Rights
Exchanges, Inc.
59

piLMROW Bowling League wishes to
thank those who kicked in with prizes
for the banquet last Saturday. Names of
the donors are published this week in the
item which briefly outlines the banquet.
Our congratulations and best wishes to
Art Levy, who has been elected president
of the league. He’ll need more than just
our good wishes, so let’s give him our undivided attention and cooperation for the
new bowling season.
Winners of neckties at the banquet were
Melvin Barrett, Jim Alexander, Pete Quiter, Art Morrone, Norman Fleishman, Lou
Hanna, Duddy Lefton, Melvin Mann, Joe
Hanna, Carl Miller, Saul Perilman, Bill
Hollenbaugh, George Ball, Bud Thomas,
Jack Ryave, Milt Lefton, Harry Passarell,
Jerry Valdenzer, Walt Walters, Herb
Shearer, Lou Michaels, Joe Pemberton,
mid Angy Marino, who participated in all
games during the season, and Jim Clark
and Joe Saccone, who missed but one game.
Advisory committee for the George Sallows-George Cumuntzis Silver Anniversary Dinner met at the Monarch exchange
Monday noon and reported progress for the
big affair which will be staged at Morgantown, W. Va„ June 5.
Danny Davis, secretary of the ITO of
W. Va., stated this week that the exhibitor
meeting to be staged at Morgantown the
afternoon of the Sallows-Comuntzis 25 th
anniversary will be a whopper.
Senator Neely will be present at the
June 5 banquet and other prominent West
Virginians will be on hand to extend best
wishes to the veteran showmen, Sallows
and Comuntzis.
Harry Kalmine, Harry Fein stein, John
H. Harris, Harry Harris and George D.
Tyson took in the Billy Conn-Solly Krieger
fight in New York last Friday . . . Rah!
Rah! Rah! . . . Kalmine also took in the
Baltimore Preakness Saturday. George F .
Callahan, president of Exhibitors Service
Co., was re-elected as a member of the executive committee of the National Film
Carriers, Inc., convention in New York
last week. Callahan has been delivering
film here for 30 years.
A. I. Weiner, UA manager, Jimmy Nash,
Harry Rees and Bill Scott, sales representatives, are back from their UA convention in Los Angeles.
Betty Murray, cashier at the Warner
exchange, has set June 12 as the date of
her marriage to Harry Finn . . . Ruth McGough, also of the Warner exchange, was
given a farewell luncheon at the Nixon
Cafe last Saturday afternoon by the girls
of the exchange. She has moved to Los
Angeles and has been transferred to the
company branch there. Betty and Ruth
have been Filmrow girls for a decade.
Film distributors and exhibitors joined
in sighs of relief when coal mining was resumed this week . . . Local newspapers are
continuing their editorials favoring the licensing and controlling of billboards . . .
Sammy (Genius) Steinberg astounds his
friends with his consistent golf. Sammy
60

has his strokes working to perfection, says
Edward (Monty) Onoretta, Schenley professional (and this is quoted from Paul
Kurtz on the sports page of the Press ) .
Mrs. M. A. Rosenberg recently took in
the New York World’s Fair; Mrs. Lou
Fordan was there this week and she will
join her husband, the Warner manager at
McKeesport, in taking in the San Francisco Exposition within a couple of weeks
. . . Harris Alvin and Senator were hosts
to all mothers over 60 years of age for
all performances Mother’s Day.
Variety Club’s American Legion Post
has discontinued its monthly show at the
Veterans’ Hospital, Aspinwall, until September 6. The 13 shows presented this
season were more appreciated than mere
words could describe, so thanks to Commander Harry M. Kalmine, Adjutant C. C.
Kellenberg, Joe Hiller, Brian McDonald,
Jerry Mayhall and his orchestra, and to
the many acts which participated, and
thanks, too, to Ira H. Cohn, chief barker
of Tent No. 1, and all Barkers who assisted.
Fred J. Herrington, MPTO secretary, as
usual, has been in Harrisburg looking over
the legislative situation . . . Frank Roberts
is no longer conected with Warner Bros,
at Morgantown . . . Eddie Moreels, West
Virginia representative for Monarch Pictures, is working the local territory for
several weeks.
Sam Gould’s Ohio Theatre, north side,
has cut operations to Saturday and Sunday only . . . Garland West, ITO of W.
Va. treasurer, and Mrs. West were Filmrow shoppers, the latter attending a
screening of “Rose of Washington
Square” . . . Stanley returned stage shows
featuring Hugh Herbert, the “Woo-Woo”
man, and the next show will star Eleanor
Powell . . . The Ritz Bros, are set for
the following week . . . Burtus Bishop jr.,
M-G-M manager, was grieved this week
because of the death of Ira Furman,
M-G-M manager at San Francisco, with
whom he was closely associated at the
Charlotte branch for nine years. Furman
substituted here for John J. Maloney when
the latter was seriously ill a dozen years
ago. Furman’s widow is the former Mary
Levy, who had been employed on Filmrow
here before their marriage.
The Barry will play Doug Corrigan’s
“ The Flying Irishman,” which formerly
had been set for the Warner . . . Harry
Hendel of the Granada Theatre is pushing
“Hill City,” a club operated like a mu-

Popcorn and Candy
Are Excluded
Columbus — The Ohio supreme court
has ruled that candy is food, consequently itwill not be necessary to collect the three per cent sales tax on
such purchases. At the same time,
the tax commission added popcorn to
list of exempted commodities.

nicipal government set up for 1,600 members of the Junior Crime Prevention Bureau (which is part of the city police department’s effort to provide activities and
education for Hill district youth) . The
club is now being equipped in the Granada Theatre Building . . . Snappy Girl
show season is drawing to a close at the
Casino.
Stick-em-up Jesse James, lately romanticized by 20th-Fox, has broken into the
sedate art galleries of Carnegie Institute.
A Wild West train holdup print, the
work of Thomas Hart Benton, native of
Missouri, depicts the social history of the
state capitol at Jefferson City. It’s a real
thriller, with plenty of action. Yes, Jesse
James has been “hung” at last!
Jane Keith, formerly with the Theatre
Guild and well known here as subscription secretary at the Pittsburgh Playhouse,
became the bride of Warren Perry Munsell jr., also associated with the theatre
. . . Rufe Blair, official handshaker for
Paramount, is due in the city to say hello
to the newspapermen,
and M-G-M’
contact
chief, Barrett Kiesling,
will sbestudio
here
around June 1 . . . Max Herschman, in
charge of the special trailer department
for NSS, was here on business . . . The
wife
of Lyle
Harding,
manager
of WB’s
Sheridan
Square
Theatre,
underwent
an
operation in Montefiore Hospital. Ken
Hoel will fill in at the Harris advertising
office when George D. Tyson journeys
forth to promote his annual “Miss America’’ campaign . . . When Mayor Cornelius
D. Scully was inducted as an associate
member of the Variety Club there were 73
present.
W. J. Clark, 20th-Fox short subject
sales manager, was here, and Don Reed,
ad sales supervisor for the company, was
expected; M. Schmalzbach, auditor, goes
to Canadian branches from here . . . A. N.
Notopoulos of the Altoona-Publix Theatres was in New York for conferences at
the Paramount office . . . Ira H. Cohn was
in New York on a circuit deal, as was
John J. Maloney . . . Those Filmrow
strangers you have been noticing for several weeks are investigators in connection
with a pending anti-trust suit.
The Variety Club was featured in the
May issue of the William Penn Points
with a page history of the organization
and a page of five photo reproductions.
George D. Tyson ushered us through the
new offices of Harris Amusement on the
first floor of the William Penn Hotel, this
being the floor above the one where the
Variety Club is located. The new setup
is certainly one of the finest theatrical
offices in the country and the headquarters of John H. Harris are without question “the tops.” Screening room, beautifully appointed and comfortable in every
respect, is known as the “Nickelodeon,”
named after the world’s first all-motion
picture theatre opened here by John’s
father, the late Sen. John P. Harris. Executive offices of John T. McGreevey, James
G. Balmer, Frank J. Harris, George D.
Tyson and others and the conference room
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for meetings with the circuit house managers are the last word.
Steubenville, Ohio, dog track opens May
27 and the Ministerial Ass’n there has
launched a campaign to halt Pittsburgh
Promoters, Joe Tobin and Charles Wolfe,
from operating. Terming the racing and
gambling a “flagrant law violation and a
moral and economic detriment,” the ministers have petitioned Mayor Earl D. Applegate to keep the track closed ... A handicap race at Wheeling Downs “Little Saratoga” has been named in honor of the local
Variety Club for Wednesday, June 7, and
it is expected that a large crowd of Barkers will attend the “horse” event, likely
going to Wheeling, via special chartered
bus.
Ben Stahl, formerly a film exchange
employe and local area theatre manager,
assumed duties this week as manager of
the Liberty, Cleveland. He is the younger
brother of Herman, Harry and Max Stahl,
all well known in the industry here . . .
At the M-G-M exchange there is no little
excitement in connection with the Tom
Connors summer drive. Everyone connected with the local branch is happily
pushing it along . . . Tire Columbia sales
organization returned from the Atlantic
City regional convention late last week
but Sid Sugarman stayed over the weekend
in Philadelphia, his old home town. Conversation centers around the names of
Frank Capra, Wesley Ruggles, Howard
Hawks and Frank Lloyd. Who could ask
for more?

ByDetroit
Detroit's
Variety
— Summer sport activities

of the

film industry here will center on the golf
tournament to be sponsored by Variety
Club for everyone in the trade, probably
in August. Event in all likelihood will be
held at Oakland Hills Country Club.
The date is being arranged to allow
entries of groups from other cities, with
guests definitely expected from Columbus,
Cleveland and Cincinnati.
Direction of the tournament has been
placed in the hands of John Howard, Paramount branch manager, who was instrumental in organizing the Indianapolis
tournaments of six years ago when he was
stationed there.
Give $1,000 Check
A Home

presentation

of a check

for the first $1,000 donated by the Detroit Variety Club toward the Home for
Boys, recently announced in Boxoffice,
was to be made this week. Action was
approved on Wednesday by the board of
directors. Presentation is being made to
Father Harold J. Markey, actively in
charge of the project.
Further funds for the Home will be
raised by the Detroit Tent in coming
months.

Continues

Hollywood — A

in “Blondies"

new

contract

for

con-

tinued appearances in the “Blondie” series
has been handed to Arthur Lake by Columbia.
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Financial Strain
of con-

Columbus — Theatre

interests

here

are

tracts of all members of Cooperative Theatres of Michigan, finds 98 per cent of
the membership of the booking combine
already signed up for contract renewals,
General Manager Carl Buermele discloses.
Cooperative is now negotiating the fourth
general set of contracts in its nine years
of existence. Contracts are arranged on
a triennial basis and existing ones expire
on June 21, 1939.
Only five theatres so far have failed to
sign a renewal of their contracts, Buermele
says. These represent three different exhibitors. However, all are expected to
come in shortly.

watching progress of the recent feud between the city administration and local
“numbers” operators. With the city already far behind in their budget and with
prospects of losing an estimated $300,000
yearly from the operators, indications are

LOUISVILLE

Monday found the situation anything
but pleasant. There have been a few
minor disturbances caused by outside in-

J^UFUS BLAIR of Paramount was in
spreading the word for “Invitation to
Happiness” . . . Mr. and Mrs. Louis Wiethe
came down from Cincinnati to do some

terests attempting to “muscle” in on a
protected territory. Before the week is
out — unless there is some sort of compromise— relief roles will increase by several
thousand, and Columbus will be facing a
financial crisis.

shopping at the Falls City Theatre Equipment Co. On the list were stage curtains,
drapes and curtain tracks for their new
place, the Kentucky, at Latonia, Ky. They
operate
another theatre there and one in
Cincy.
thousand

Louisvillians turned

out to greet “Brass Betsy” and the “ Union
Pacific” party when it arrived for an overnight stay. The antique train and its load
of film notables got considerable space in
the news columns of the local papers.
Notables aboard spoke briefly over Radio
Station WHAS from the platform at Union
Station.
A. A. Daugherty, film critic for the
Louisville Times, is as good as his word. A
few days ago in his column, he said he
was not sold on either the picture or the
book, “Wuthering Heights,” and went on
to say that if someone wanted to borrow
his copy of the book, with a promise that
it wouldn’t be returned, it would be on his
desk. He found a taker, and lived up to
his words.
Mrs. Paul Sanders, owner of the Alhambra at Campbellsville, Ky., was in to see
the Falls City equipment firm. New ticket
apparatus was installed at the Parkland.

for

for Boys

Detroit — Formal

Detroit — Approaching

Several

A Big Golf Tournament

Columbus Is Under

Cooperative Units
Renewing Pacts

Columbus must pass some form of “nuisance” tax to come out in their expense account.
Qualified observers place the daily take
at $40,000, 10,000 families being employed
by the operators. The city’s share — fines,
“gifts” and contributions — amounts to
nearly $1,000 daily. It is understood the
city raised
fused to pay.the ante and the operators re-

A $10,000 Suit Against
Mrs . Ida Klatt Filed
Detroit — Suit for $10,000 damages has
been filed by the Delray Theatre Co., Inc.,
against Mrs. Ida Klatt, owner of the Delray Theatre property as well as other
houses.
Charles P. Nathanson, attorney who filed
the suit for the plaintiffs, told Boxoffice
it is based upon alleged failure to deliver
occupancy and possession of the house
as provided under the contract. Charles
Stepanauckas, now operator of the Oakland Theatre, ran the Delray for some
time in 1937. Under the agreement, Nathanson claims, the Delray Theatre Co.
was supposed to have possession on Oct. 1,
1937. Actual possession, he assert, was not
given until several weeks later.
The suit is for damages for the period
during which actual possession was not
given. Several attempts have been made
to negotiate a settlement, Nathanson said,
but all failed, he adds.

With the settlement of the coal strike in
all except a few scattered areas, most of
the Kentucky theatres which shut down
while the miners were idle, have reopened
or will be reopened shortly.

Grocer Tiff May Invoke
Zanesville Blue Laws

The critics have been panning 20tli
Century-Fox for its Derby radiocast. Said

closing may result in an attempt to enforce the 82-year-old blue laws of the
state. Caldwell Brown, owner of the Liberty and three other theatres, says the
situation is becoming serious.
Investigation of the statutes shows that
theatres will be exempt in the event of enforcement. Sec. 13049 of the general code
of Ohio was amended a few years ago prohibiting exhibition of shows in the forenoon on Sunday. By inference, it is assumed shows after noon are permissible.

Boyd Martin in the Courier- Journal : “By
that broadcast Fox made more enemies for
‘Rose of Washington Square’ than potential customers. I am sure that every
listener was so fed up with hearing the
title that he will have little, if any interest
in the picture. According to the broadcast,
‘Rose of Washington Square’ came first;
Alice Faye second; Al Jolson third, and
Johnstown

also ran.”

Zanesville,

grocer

Ohio — A fight between

organizations

here

over

rival

Sunday

20, 1939
61

Ends in a Draw

Michigan Houses
Detroit — Vaudeville

is all but

Pittsburgh — Arthur

disappear-

ing from Michigan theatres, a survey indicates. When the Fox here bows out bigname shows on June 1, only three houses
of the Cassidy circuit will be left in this
state playing vaudeville, the Frolic at Midland, the Strand at Alma, and the Michigan at Saginaw.
Latest to stop flesh are the Rialto at
Flint, Wyandotte at Wyandotte, Broadway
at Mount Pleasant, and the Annex and
Colonial here. All are expected to return
to stage show policies in the fall. An extension of vaudeville is planned by United
Detroit Theatres for the Annex, from one
to three days a week, Booker Sol Berns
reports. In addition, the circuit also plans
to put stage shows in the Regent and
Ramona in the fall, Berns said.

Madison at Manstield
Resume Cash Awards
Mansfield,

Ohio — Preparations

bia Pictures’ manager, was unanimously
elected president of the Filmrow Bowling
League for the 1939-40 season at the
eighth annual banquet of the league staged last Saturday evening at the Carlisle
Club. He succeeds Bob Klingensmith,
Boxoffice

representative,

sided for two seasons.

who

had

pre-

Highlights of the evening, following the banquet, was the awarding of prize money
totaling
$130, and the distribution of special prizes.
Lucky was played through the courtesy of Art
and Mort England, distributors of the game.
Special prizes were
man, Dave
Rosenfeld,

donated by Dave
KimelFrank
Panoplos, John J.

Maloney, Jules Lapidus, Jake Soltz, Burtus Bishop jr.. Max
Shulgold, A1 Weiss, Ira H. Cohn.
Jim Alexander, Herb Lipman, George C. Davis,
Mark Goldman, Jack Judd, William R. Wheat jr.,
Harry Seed, Bart Dattola, Robert F. Klingensmith,
Art

England, Fred J.
berg. Art Morrone and

Herrington,
Art Levy.

Favors distributed to each
were pocket lighters.

member

M.

A.

of the

Rosenleague

Re-elected to the posts of secretary and treasurer were Joseph Pemberton
and Peter Quiter,
respectively.

Detroit — Detroit’s

little

price

war

at

the

Times Square Theatre apparently ended
in a draw, with the Times Square going
back to a 10-cent admission policy four
days a week and 15 cents for Friday, Saturday and Sunday, according to Ray Moon,
head of Mutual Theatres, which books for
the house.
Prices were reduced a couple of days
to a dime by the Loop Theatre, opposition house across the street, but this policy
was speedily dropped. Joseph Bruzy, manager of the Times Square, went to a 10cent policy for the entire week when the
Loop announced the drop. Some difficulty
was experienced in getting film when the
10-cent policy was announced, it is understood. Better class product is generally
being dated for the 15-cent days under
the present plan.

games.
in this

paper

1TO of Ohio Course

on

un-

Skirball Will Build a
Deluxer in Massilon
who

has

extensive theatre interests in Ohio and
Kentucky, today announced that he has
completed negotiations for the construction of a new theatre in Massilon, Ohio.
The new house, Skirball states, will have
1,000 seats and will be de luxe in its entirety. Plans for the building are now
being prepared by John Eberson, New York
architect, and work will be started as soon
as possible.
Location of the theatre will be on Lincoln Highway on the site of a hotel which
was recently destroyed by fire.

Skirball owns and operates motion picture theatres in Toledo, Bryan, Mansfield
and Akron in northern Ohio; the Barry
Theatre in Pittsburgh, and is interested
in the chain of houses in southern Ohio
and Kentucky operated by the Elleness
Amusement Co., Inc.
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Colum-

Neely Set Says Wood
are

“Its Skirball’s problem and all statements must come from him,” said Nat
Wolfe, Cleveland zone manager when queried about the plan. It was reliably reported here that Skirball had agreed to
assume full responsibility for the undertaking.

Skirball,

Levy,

recreation parlor for next season's
Season’s record was
published
May 13.

A “trailer” in the theatre has announced
the resumption of the project, but set no
date. Mansfield officials of the Warner
Bros, company, co-operator of the theatre
with William N. Skirball, Cleveland said
they knew nothing of the plan to resume
and referred all questions to Skirball, lessee of the theatre and partner with Warner in its operation.

N.

H.

The league withheld signing a new lease with
the New Club Alleys and likely will seek another

to

der way here by the Madison Theatre to
resume its cash award project which it
abandoned a month ago in the face of
opposition from city officials, who threatened to arrest theatre executives distributing cash awards.

Cleveland — William

Detroit Price War

Arthur Levy Now Heads
Pitt Bowling League

Vaude Fading From

Cooperative Booking Has
Davis for New Member
Cincinnati — L. O.

Davis,

Virginia

Amuse-

ment Co., has signed up with the newly
organized Cooperative booking combine,
said to give the service to 31 theatres in
the territory.
Towns who have signed up include Ironton, Minister, Mt. Sterling, Wapakoneta,
St. Mary’s, Greenville, Norwood, Zenia,
Ohio; Moorehead, Irvine, Somerset,
Georgetown, Versailles, Hazard, Neon, Garrat and Mullins, Ky.; and Aurora, Ind.

Daylight Saving Measure
Faces Cleveland Trade
Cleveland — A

bill

advocating

daylight

saving time has been introduced in the
Cleveland council. Local exhibitors unanimously are opposed to the bill and are
making every effort to defeat it. G. W.
Erdmann, secretary of the Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors Ass’n, in a recent
bulletin, urges all theatre owners to see
their councilmen and urge them to defeat
the bill at the public hearing called for
Thursday, May 25.

Hickman
In New
New

Manages Union
Philadelphia

Philadelphia,

Ohio — Ray

C.

Hick-

man of New York, traveling representative for Shea Enterprises for several years,
has been named manager of the Union
Theatre here. Hickman fills the vacancy
left by the death of Lester W. Hutcheon.
In addition to managing the Union,
Hickman will supervise construction of
the new Shea theatre to be built here.
Paul Weltin will continue as assistant
manager of the Union.

Columbus — The

Ohio

ITO

emphatically

denies a statement published in a trade
paper under a Columbus dateline quoting
Col. H. A. Cole, national Allied president,
to the effect that “a solution on controversial issues of the Neely Bill can be
reached at the Allied convention in MinAccording to the story, the ITO had
neapolis.”
been
notified to this effect. When questioned regarding the matter, P. J. Wood,
ITO secretary and a director of national
Allied, pointed out that Colonel Cole was
not expected in Columbus until later. He
said too: “No controversy whatsoever exists regarding the Neely Bill, and national
Allied’s position with respect thereto remains the same as it was last January
when its board of directors agreed unanimously to support it.”

Paramount Promotions
Made in Cleveland
Cleveland — “Duke”

Clark,

Paramount

branch manager, has announced a series
of promotions from within the ranks.
Lester Irwin, who was booking manager
of the Paramount office in Columbus prior
to the merging of the Cleveland and Columbus offices and who became a member
of the Cleveland booking staff, has been
elevated to the sales department. He will
cover the Toledo territory where he succeeds Weldon Waters, transferred to the
Albany Paramount office.
Louis Van Baalen steps up from cashier
to booker and Donald Clark becomes
cashier.
Members of the office force gave a farewell dinner party to Weldon Waters at
Monaco’s.
Bohn

to Remodel

Detroit — George

remodel
Mich.

Bohn

is

planning

the front of his Bohn
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Cross-Examinations Nearing
End in M&R Suit Hearing
Boston — The

Morse

and

Rothenberg

anti-trust suit moved into warm weather
when federal building sessions before
Philip Hendrick, federal court master,
were resumed following a two-week hiatus.
Tim O’Toole, former Boston branch manager for Columbia and now in New Haven,
was to have been summoned for witness,
as George S. Ryan prepared to close crossexaminations. Depositions, in the meantime, continue to hold interest.
In one, Neil F. Agnew, Paramount sales
manager, estimated that approximately
300 Paramount theatres were located in
New England. Ryan asked him “if there
were any particular business reasons” for
the concentration.

“No,” stated Agnew.
“Do you know whether or not it was
done to concentrate in New England for
the purpose of getting control of that territory?”
“No,” Agnew replied, “I don’t know, I
am sure.”
Shortly afterwards Ryan asked Agnew
if he thought “any of the national distributors could exist and make profit if it
were unable to sell to a substantially large
number of the theatres controlled by Paramount.”
“I don’t think they could make a profit
anyway today with those theatres.”
“Well, would you say, if they were unable to sell these theatre interests in
which Paramount has an interest, that
their losses would be greater?”
“I think it would be colossal.”
Ryan brought up the subject of the
Morse & Rothenberg house in Elizabeth,
N. J., which is involved in the present
suit.
“Assuming that the contracts for Elizabeth showed no such restrictions, no exclusive run, and assuming also that Morse
& Rothenberg as exhibitors were unable to
buy any major pictures, subsequent run,
although being willing to take them a
year or more late, and operating a theatre
for 25-cent admission price, and gave up
the theatre; and that a new exhibitor
came in, working on substantially the same
policy, and is able to buy pictures of practically all the major distributors, including

(Morse & Rothenberg house) were that it
was charging a 15 cent admission against
20 cents in the Playhouse, and that it was
a filthy and rundown house, and that they
gave away dishes and hardware.”
“That’s right,” replied Unger.
“And that is what you gave as your reason for refusing to sell that house. That
is “I
correct?”
said yes,” Unger replied shortly.
“And your conclusion that the house
was filthy and rundown was based upon
two inspections which you made in the
last year and a half, was it not?”
“Oh, no,” stated Unger. “Reports that
I got from some of my men.”
“Were any of the reports in writing?”
asked Ryan.
“None that I can recall in writing.”
“Was there any reason for these reports
to be secret in this case?”
“No, no.”

was. It was just a personal observation.”
“Now, where was the Rialto Theatre
located; on what street?”
“I believe it is on the main

street. I

think it is Main Street.”
“How many seats did it have?”
wanted to know.
“Well, I

didn’t count

Ryan

the number

of

“Do you know approximately how
many?” inquired Ryan.
“I believe from what I have heard, and
seats.”I could observe ... I believe the
what
house had 1,200 seats at least.”
“And what kind of a front did it have?”
“Well, as I remember it, it has a very
long lobby. That is all I can say about
there a marquee there?”
the“Isfront.”
“Yes, I believe there is.”
“Is it in a building by itself,” Ryan
asked.
“I don’t know,” replied Unger.
“Do you know

whether

or not there are

any stores in the same building?”
“I have no idea.”
“Is it made of brick or of wood?”
“I don’t know,” said Unger.
“And

when you went inside will you de-

“Was there any reason why Paramount
should not be willing to put it on record
why they refused to sell to these exhibi“I will be very glad to look into the
records and I may find some records in
tors?”
writing.”
“When you visited the Rialto Theatre,”
Ryan continued, “did you find it filthy
and“I rundown?”
did.”
“And

did you make

a report of that in

“Report to whom?” Unger asked.
writing?”
“To anybody?”
“No, I did not.”
“You had superiors in your company,
did you not?” Ryan demanded.
“Yes, but I made no reports to them.
It wasn’t an observation I made to determine for the records the type of house it

your own company, what is the answer?”
The defense objected to the question on
the grounds that there was no basis in the
evidence for the assumption contained in
the query.
“Assuming these things are all true,”
Agnew stated, “there must be some reason
with which I am not familiar for refusing
revenue that we would have received from
this theatre
operation.”

under

Question

these

Joseph

gentlemen’s

Unger

Joseph J. Unger, Paramount executive,
was queried on the situation in Poughkeepsie, where two of his brothers own and
operate the Liberty and Playhouse theatres.
Ryan asked Unger if he has ever said
that “his reasons for not selling the Rialto
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Columbians , En Route and Arrived-

Metropolitan Photos

New

Haven and Boston members of the Columbia sales staff give a photographic account of themselves during the cemvention at Atlantic City. Above,
New Haven gets ready to embark. T. F. O’Toole, manager, B. J. Lourie and
S. Swirsky, salesmen, do the boarding. Below, Boston smiles from the RitzCarlton convention site. The smilers: E. Cohen, S. Simons, A. Barry, T. A.
Donahue, J. Wolf (manager) , I. H. Rogovin and H. Olshan.
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scribe what you saw in there.”
“Just the interior of the theatre with a
lot of seats.”
“And how long did you stay in there?”
“I wasn’t in there,” said Unger. “Just
in and out.”
“At what time of the day was it?”
“I believe about 12 o’clock. Something
like that. Probably one or one-thirty.”
“That would be in the afternoon?”
“Yes.”
“Was there a performance going on
then?”
“I believe there was,” stated Unger.
“Yes, there was a performance going on
so it must have been around 1:30.”
“Did you identify yourself at the boxoffice or at the ticket office in order that
you might be admitted?”
“No,” said Unger.
“How long did you stay inside the
theatre?”
“I have already stated . . . just walked
in and out,” said Unger.
“Not over a minute?”
“Probably one or two minutes,” Unger
stated.
“And did you sit down
“No.”

in the theatre?”

“So that you are not able to tell us what
kind of seats there were there, are you?”
Ryan continued.
“No, sir.”
“Did you look around the theatre?”
“Just glanced about,” Unger stated.
“Yes, sir.”
“And the screen was illuminated in
order that the picture might be shown?
And the remainder of the theatre was in
darkness?”
“Yes, sir.”
“What did you see about it, and where
did you see any signs of filth,” asked
Ryan.
“I think the lobby was
Unger.

filthy,” stated

“And by ‘filthy,’ what do you mean?”
“Dirty,” said Unger. “Newspapers lying
around in the lobby.”
“What else?” asked Ryan.
“That’s about all.”
“And inside the theatre, what did you
notice about the ‘filthy’ condition?”
“Well,” stated Unger, “the house was
dark. I couldn’t see very much of the inside. I didn’t sit in a seat.”
“What did you observe about the rundown condition inside the theatre?” Ryan
wanted to know.
“Oh, I don’t know,” said
cannot tell you off-hand.”
“Well,” Ryan said, “if you
theatre rundown, there must
some facts you observed that

Unger.

“I

found the
have been
might have

given you that impression.”
“I have already stated,” said Unger, “I
thought the lobby was dirty and filthy.
That’s enough of a conclusion for me.”
“That means rundown, too?”
“Yes,” stated Joseph J. Unger.

Union Will Nominate
New

Haven

—

Nomination

of executive

board members and a business agent for
election at the June meeting will highlight
the session May 26 of the local exchange
employes union. Katherine Fitzgerald will
preside. Current employe contracts expire
in November.
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■pHE Lakewood Players open their 39th
consecutive season at Skowhegan, Saturday night, May 27, according to Hal
Cail, former dramatic critic on the Portland Evening News. Cail now heads the
publicity department for the players. Melville Burke, director, arrived at Skowhegan this week to get preliminary work for
the opening started. Burke is to employ a
new system this season, that of securing
a series of feminine guest stars to play
leading roles instead of one leading woman,
as has been done in the past. Among those
named for the current season are Fay
Wray of motion pictures, Jean Dixon of
screen and stage, Jessie Royce Landis,
Sylvia Field and Edith Barrett. The
Lakewood Playhouse will be the first of
the summer legitimates to open.
Our sympathy to Mel Morrison, whose
father-in-law, William Mullen, died at
Brocton, Mass. Morrison manages the
Strand at Dover, N. H.
Francis Gooch, manager

of the Uptown,

Bath, Me., is being called “lucky” by all
and sundry. Gooch joined a “suit club”
recently and the second week he won a suit.
Pushing his luck while it ran, he joined a
“top coat” club and proceeded to run
away with the prize the very first week
after joining.
A new walnut and maple front with
lumiline lamps is being installed at the
State Theatre . . . ‘‘Union Pacific” has
br might out the SRO sign at the State each
night since it opened May 9.
Frank Carlos Griffith, 87, an actor who
left the stage to manage the English actress, Lillie Langtry, is dead. He was bom
in Dixfield, Me., and during the greater
part of his life spent his summers at
Poland Springs, Me.

Defense Petitions in
Millett Suit Denied
Boston — Major

distributors’

petitions in

the anti-trust suits of C. F. Millett and
Frank LePage were denied in toto by
Judge John A. Peters of the U. S. district
court for the southern district of Maine.
The Portland action was the latest move

in the respective $100,000 anti-trust suits
being brought against the eight majors
and the Graphic Theatre circuit by Attorney George S. Ryan. Localities involved
are Bridgton and Millinocket, both in
Maine.
The defendants requested the court to
dismiss the anti-trust actions, that certain portions of the bill of complaints be
stricken, and that Ryan be instructed to
file a bill of particulars. Judge Peters
ruled against all three motions, declaring:
“The motion to dismiss would probably
be sustained under the old practice, but
not since the rules of civil procedure became effective. These rules have such
elasticity that issues can be separated, a
jury trial had when necessary on one or
more issues, and required action taken by

the court as in equity. The defendants
will suffer no injury and lose no rights by
the fact that in a single count the plaintiff asks for damages and equitable relief.
“In regard to the motion to strike, it is
not necessary to consider in detail the
various items. In exercising the power to
strike it should be very clear that the
matter stricken ought not to be in the
complaint. It is true that redundancy
and irrelevancy are not favored and should
be eliminated: but if no harm is done and
the matter is not clearly objectionable it
is safer to leave the complaint as it is.
For instance, defendants ask that the
reference to certain statutes which the
plaintiff has made be eliminated because
of the inapplicability of some of them. It
cannot do the slightest harm to the defendant to have in the complaint a reference to all statutes which the plaintiff
thinks may have a bearing on the case. I
prefer not to attempt to reform the complaint. It is prolix, but can be understood,
and I can see no harm to the defendants
by leaving the allegations as they are.
“The motion for a bill of particulars relates largely to details of the alleged conspiracy, when and where formed, who were
present, etc. This usually cannot be done
in the case of a conspiracy, which is seldom formed by agreement at one time or
place and between all the defendants. It
may be inferred from their acts and may
be initiated by one and joined by others at
any time. It is clearly impracticable to
supply any such information and should
not be ordered in this case. It seems apparent that no injustice would be done by
leaving the complaint as it is for the
present at least, and entries may be made
denying the motion to strike, denying the
motion to dismiss, and denying the motion for a bill of particulars without
prejudice. At a later stage of the litigation it may be possible that the judge trying the case would consider it necessary
that further particulars be ordered. Under
present methods of procedure no injustice
will result by this action.”

High Court Hearing Nears
For Bank Night Appeal
Boston — Allowance

by the Brockton

su-

perior court of a bill of exceptions, filed
in the anti -lottery suit in which the defendant was Roy E. Heffner jr., of the
Key Theatre in Middleboro, has cleared
the way for an early state supreme court
hearing of the Bank Night appeal on the
test litigation which involves the status of
the boxoffice bolster in Plymouth and Norfolk counties.

New England Trio Offers
Bike Giveaway Deal
Boston — Joe Schmuck,

James

Kennedy,

and Ernie Warren are now associated here
in a new giveaway which is billed as a
Bike Popularity Contest. Theatremen
who have already signed for the deal, according to Schmuck, included Adolph Burroughs, Lloyd Bridgham, Fred Markey,
Joe Dondis, Andrew St. Ledger, George
Hackett, Fred Green, Roy Heffner, and
Joseph Mathieu.
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jyjAftCEL MEKELBUR.G, Grand National
branch manager, scheduled a screening of “Exile Express” at the 20th-Fox
exchange.
Al Somerby, operator of the Howard
Atheneum, is back from Louisville where
he attended the Colonels’ dinner and the
Derby. Although Colonel Somerby did not
collect on the main event, he played a
bangtail by the name of Shirley ( his dog’s
cognomen) in a lesser run and won on the
nose.
George Jones, manager of Loew’s Orpheum, has been out with ptomaine disorder. Walter Kessler, assisted by Fred
Greenway
ing over.

of Loew’s State, has been tak-

George Ryan, anti-trust lawyer, knocked
off Roy E. Heffner of Bank Night at
golf the other afternoon in Nashua,
Nate Furst’s new weekend case was presented him at the recent Monogram convention in recognition of “outstanding
salesmanship.”
Newell Kurson, Boston representative of
the Graphic circuit, and Mrs. Kurson were
in New York last week.
Les Bendslev of the Community in Wellesley plans a weekend of fly casting at
Sebago . . . Roy E. Heffner jr. has been
hauling in striped bass off of Marion.
Roy E. Heffner sr. took a turn at the sport
last weekend . . . Arthur K. Howard of
Allied has planned on some deep sea angling.
Steve Broidy distributed throughout the
Monogram office the first prize award of
$500 won here in the recent National
Date Drive.
I. J. Curran, Bangor salesman
M-G-M, has been ill with the grippe.

for

Helen Morris left M-G-M last week because of matrimonial plans. Ruth Cummings took over the vacancy.
Matty Riley, manager of the Palace in
Cranston, R. I., has been seriously ill.
Thad C. Barrows

has suspended meetings

of the Moving Picture Operators’ Union,
Local 182, until September, following the
long -established precedent.
Myer Ruttenberg has moved the local
Coulter Premium headquarters to newly
renovated 43A Church Street.
Sam
Loew

Davidson of Cameo Screen Attractions has sold “Ballerina” to the E. M.
circuit.

Fred Rush, formerly with RKO Theatres
and the Graphic Theatre circuit, is now
on the West Coast where he is set to line
up with RKO.
Harry Germaine will return to Boston
and his previous position of Price Premium manager here.
Max Fox of Variety, and Mrs. Fox, have
that well known something. It’s a male.
Francis Cronin, former M&P
BOXOFFICE
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man

now

Connecticut Bingo

manager of the Community in Dedham, is
enrolling juvenile patrons for an outdoor
aeroplane modeling contest at the local
airport. It’s an outgrowth of a particularly
successful competition which Cronin worked in conjunction with “Tailspin.”
Maurice N. Wolf, M-G-M district manager, headed a New England meeting here
last week Friday. Attending from New
Haven were Thomas J. Donaldson, Milton
Hyams, Morton L. Katz, Philip Grabitz,
Charles Lazarus, Frank Mullen, and George
Webber.

Rides Victorious
Hartford— Revised

to forestall

“discrimi-

nation” charges, yet keep out the “promoter” element, the Bingo bill suddenly
emerged with the judiciary committee’s
blessings and passed the senate by voiced
vote without debate in record time. The
house was expected to concur quickly in
this favorable reception.
The several bills seeking to legalize Bingo
for “charitable” purposes only had previously been rejected by the judiciary committee, but pressure of the many organizations which had found Bingo profitable,
forced revision and reconsideration. Under this bill, nothing would prevent theatres from running Bingo where local option
could be secured, and in view of the definite doldrums exhibitors are complaining

Ben Rosenberg, resident manager of the
Fenway, has promoted a parking space arrangement for that first-run house. Abner Eisenberg, assistant, assisted in negotiations.
John Vaughn is now handling the southern part of Maine for the Alexander Film
Co.
Joe Mathieu, circuit operator, will be
host to legionnaires and visiting film men
at Winchendon on May 22. Golf, soft
ball, and dinner and dancing at the Toy
Town Tavern will be on the program.
Harry Segal has taken over New England
distribution of “School for Husbands.” The
English film was booked last week Friday
for a Boston premiere at the Trans-Lux
(Continued on page 67)

of, and the keen competition of organization games in neighborhoods, many canvassed admitted they would lose no time
using this inducement.
The bill provides that the governing body
of each municipality legalizing the game
must not only vote affirmatively to countenance its operation, but must renew its
approval annually. Petition signed by five
per cent of the electorate in any community starts the action. Value of merchandise prizes to be awarded at any one
session is limited to $250, and this clause
is expected to make it unprofitable for
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promoters to operate. Two classes of licenses would be granted: Class A, for not
more than 40 games in one year, no oftener
than once a week; and Class B, for not
more than 40 games in a single day, only
one such permit to be issued in any week.
Organized support of the Catholic clergy
in the state for passage of the bill was
evidenced by over 100 letters addressed to
the governor, saying “we see nothing in
such pastimes that in any way injures the
morals of our people, taut on the contrary
believe from our experience that much
gambling of a truly sordid and injurious
nature is prevented by allowing the
churches to continue as they have for many
year’s to conduct

games

of chance

. . . The

theatre interests oppose us as they want
everything derived from entertainment for
themselves . .
Theatremen argued against the discriminatory angle of the first Bingo bills
introduced in Hartford. For some time
Bank Night was outlawed in Connecticut last summer, local authorities permitted fraternal organizations, churches,
and other groups to continue Bingo, to the
definite detriment of theatre attendance.

Allied Unit Adds
To Iis Direclorale

after

On

Columbia

Yarn

Hollywood — Columbia’s “The Man They
Couldn’t Hang’’ is being scripted by Karl
Brown.

Boston — Three new directors of the
Independent Exhibitors, Inc., have been
appointed by Nathan Yamins, president of
the Allied affiliate. Max Levenson, circuit
owner and organization vice-president, is
public relations director. Wilbur Peterson
is director of finance. Arthur K. Howard,
business manager, has become business
director.
The three will attend the forthcoming
eastern regional confab as representatives
of the local unit.

Ten Eastern Affiliates Will
Meet in New York May 23
Boston — Directors of the ten eastern
affiliates of Allied will meet in New York,
May

23, to discuss trade practices, legislation, litigation, sales policies, and organization problems at the sectional confab
called by Frank Lydon, eastern regional
vice-president.

This time our stars of the week include
a veteran and a newcomer to our midst.
At the left is Ed Charboneau, one of the few
pioneers left in New England.
the "Concord" in Concord, N.
know his business because he
for advice from younger men
territory. He has been using

Ed operates
H., and must
gets inquiries
all over this
independent

pictures exclusively for years and appreciates their true value. He has a couple of
sons working in his theatre, thus keeping
it a family affair. In contrast to the speed
and rush of the moderns. Ed Charboneau
enjoys spending
pictures. He

a little time when

he books

says it's easier on his nerves.

Here, a* the right, is a pleasant chap who has been in New England less
than a year. Meet Bill Murphy, booker for the Gordon and Lockwood chain.
He's a newcomer who was brought on from New York. Bill likes the crowd
up here and we understand that the feeling is mutual. He really means
business because he brought his wife and young girl up here several weeks

Martin Sheridan Appears
On an NBC Broadcast
Boston — Martin Sheridan, Monogram
publicity head out of Boston, appeared out
of Chicago on NBC's “Inside Story.” Sheridan worked with Art Moger, local theatre
and newspaper art and promotion man.
The Monogram representative enacted
the part of a hard-luck guy who purchased
a home, clothes, an automobile, and other
sundries in anticipation of a major prize
in a recent Old Gold contest. By some
vicissitude, the mountainous award was
not forthcoming. The gent, according to
Sheridan, is now in another competition,
trying to recoup.

Loew's and M&P Nines
Schedule More Games
Boston

—

Baseball -season

fever

has

spread to theatre workers. Loew’s State
and the M&P Fenway teams have been
batting for honors this week and last.

ago to make a home. Bill hasn't any hobbies to speak of. However, he's an ardent
Irishman who's forever telling you how he
is going to become an assistant to St.
Patrick.

Scores have been 11-4 and 15-7, both in
favor of Loew’s State Theatre. Future
games are scheduled between the rival
theatres say “Winnuh” Fred Greenway
and Runner-up Ben Rosenberg.

Well, the old spring fever is rapidly cours-

A Bridge Championship

ing itself through this guy's veins. Yawn!
Yawn! But here's an eye-opener for you.
John Carroll and Movita are starred in the

Won

new Monogram feature, "Wolf Call," which
just came in from the west coast. This grand
story was written by Jack London and you
get anin opportunity
to hear
Carroll's
voice
several tunes.
Be sure
to ask swell
us about

this.

Steve Broidy

Monogram
39 CHURCH
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by Arthur Howard

Boston — Arthur K. Howard, business
manager of the Independent Exhibitors,
Inc., playing with a partner, won the pair
bridge championship of the Town Club.
Howard is present pair champion, together
with Charles Harvey, of the Chess Club,
the other important Boston bridge center.

Hollywood — S. K.

Lauren

Scripting "Carters"

“Our

is scripting

Neighbors — The Carters” at Paramount for Producer Charles R. Rogers.
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Less Than 5% Incur

Five Years' Service

(Continued from page 65)

Censor's Deletions

where another Segal feature, “Spy
Napoleon,” recently closed.

Boston — Less than five per cent of 261
motion pictures reviewed up to this week
by the Massachusetts department of public safety incurred eliminations. But 12
films have been snipped within recent
weeks by the Bay State bureau of Sunday
censorship.

The Capitol Theatre Supply Co. has been
equipping the Joe Burchini-Bob Cobe open
air theatre in Salisbury. The house was
to have opened this week.

“Orage” incurred the most eliminations
as measured by the censors’ reports. Cuts
in this Tri National Films, Inc., release
were: “Dialogue, ‘How long ago? Six days
ago’; ‘ — eight days ago you had a fine
car — ,’ in part 4. Dialogue, ‘Palace Hotel
. . . Palace Hotel! Hurry;’ ‘Wait for me
upstairs — ;’ ‘ — but to whom are you going
. . . Valentie or William’?; ‘I might go — ,’
to and including, ‘ — for an hour;’ in part
2. Dialogue, ‘ — were you so sure I’d come
back;’ ‘Go and pack your things’.”
Imperial’s “This’ll Make You Whistle”
and Kinopol’s “Faithful River” ran second and third. Cuts in the former were:
“Scenes showing girl in lingerie, in part 3.
Scene showing Sir Sebastian minus trousers, in part 4. Scene showing girls in
lingerie, in part 7. Scenes showing girl in
unconventional movements in Rhumba;
dialogue, ‘Stop! Better change your
plan — ,’ to and including, ‘ — you’ll never
get your man — .’ ”
Deletions in “Faithful River” were: “All
scenes showing Mija in Prince’s bedroom,
in part 7. Dialogue, ‘Keep your name
clean — ’, to and including, ‘I’ll never leave
you;’ ‘I also am about to become a
mother,’ to and including, ‘Does he know
about it;’ ‘Yes, Joseph — ,’ to and including,
‘ — but I can not become your wife’.”
Monogram’s “Wanted By Scotland
Yard” was relieved of the dialogue: “To
hell with it all . . . What the hell do you
think you’re doing? . . . Drive like hell . .
Clipped from Cameo’s “Edge of the
World” was the dialogue, “Damn ... Is
this true? (to and including) Poor wee
lassie . . . Damn . . . Damn.”
One “My God” and two “damn’s” were
lifted from “North Sea.” The English
superimposed title, “Oh! My God . .
was ordered out of “I’m Innocent.”
A scene showing nude children in the
first reel of “The Crisis” also failed to get
past Massachusetts scrutiny.

The American Federation of Actors held
their fifth annual dinner and ball Monday evening at the Touraine.
Myron Shapiro, Yi-year-old son of
Mr. and Mrs. David Shapiro of the Wholesome Film Service, is to be confirmed
soon. The occasion calls for open house
at the film veteran’s residence at 144 Sutherland Road in Brighton.
Bert Lazarus, premium man, is back from
a flying trip to Washington. He proceeded Hub-ward leisurely, stopping over at the
World’s Fair.
Julian Rifkin, general manager of the
Rifkin circuit, has been attending the
world’s Fair . . . Alic Tanzman of Wholesome Film will make it a four-day holiday
weekend at the Grover Whalen spectacle
. . . Due to go to New York is Mark Jeffrey, formerly head of the New England
Film Exchange.
Ben Domingo has held over “Alexander
Graham Bell” and “Return of the Cisco
Kid” at Keith’s Memorial. This house
generally brings in a new second feature.
Stanley Sumner,

prominent

Boston — An

innovation

for exploitation

pictures, within modern years at least,
was evident in the day-and-date showing
of “Wages of Sin” at the Beacon and
Globe theatres. Charles Brent, who controls New England distribution rights on
the feature, supervised publicity for the
showings. House records, approached at
the Globe, fell at the Beacon.

Rose Chalifoux of the Metropolitan will
take in both the San Francisco and New
York

World’s Fairs during August.

Charles Tumblin, late “Jeeter” of “Tobacco Road,” was featured this week on the
Boston stage, together with Virginia

RKO

Lee Lathrop, and the “Pied Pipers” who
have been in such films as “Honolulu” and
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band.”
Phil De Petro, manager of the Jamaica
Theatre, is to wed in June.

“Cyclone"

“Arizona

clone” is being scripted by Sherman
for Producer Ben Pivar.
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Cy-

Lowe

was

extensively

Major Patrick F. Healey, Commander
of the Theatrical Post of American Legion,
is heading a membership drive which is
aimed toward a quota of 200 members. Last
year the film district aggregation exceeded
its total paid-up membership of the year
before.

Nets Shaw a Fete
By GERTRUDE
New

Haven — Five

PEARSON

years

long time to Harry

may

AIR CONDITIONING?
Better — Nothing
Than Well Water

ARTESIAN
CO., INC.

feel like

a

Shaw, but it felt like

a party to the boys along the Loew-Poli
circuit who haven’t minded calling him
“boss.” So the 15 managers of the division, their wives, and a few of the division
staff members arranged an intimate surprise dinner party at Ceriano’s last week,
with the Harry F. Shaws and Mrs. Ida
Shaw, mother of Harry, as guests of honor.
There were no speeches or formal bouquets. By the sumptuous dinner and the
genuine spirit of friendliness which permeated the evening, the boys meant to convey their congratulations on the fifth anniversary of Harry’s appointment to the
post of division manager at New Haven,
and their wishes for many more mutually
satisfactory and successful years.
The division has found its manager exacting, persistently hammering his slogan, “Loew-Poli division must lead,” plugging exploitation, demanding new ideas,
new stunts, insisting every house look its
best, and generally keeping his men on
their toes. On the other hand, it has found
him genial, friendly and entirely human.
It’s a combination which has brought
Harry Shaw and the Loew-Poli division
great success and a name for progressiveness and fine morale in these past five
years since Loew’s came into the territory.
Prior to that Harry “made good” as
manager of Loew’s State, Syracuse, Loew’s
State, Cleveland, and in L. K. Sidney’s
production department at the home office,
and by 1940 he will have piled up ten
years with Loew’s. Before that it was
vaudeville which interested him.
“I don’t know

of any place in my

ex-

perience in the show business that I’ve enjoyed as much as New England,” says
Harry. “Generally, New England has a
wealth of scenic beauty, and its people
are most agreeable and hospitable. On
top of that, I have a great staff of men,
both conscientious and ambitious, — as fine
a lot of showmen as I’ve seen. Under the
circumstances, it’s a, pleasure for me to
walk into my office every morning.”
By the many testimonials which bedeck
Harry Shaw’s walls, by the fifth anniversary party, and many previous ones, the
division means to reply, “It’s been a pleasure to> see you too, Mr. Shaw.”

★ ★YO★ Silver!
★ HIRepublic's

“LONE

RANGER

Get in the saddle

ROBINSON
Readying

of

Nate Haase, Metro Premium manager in
Detroit, planned last week to pay a brief
visit to Boston.

Nothing

Hollywood — Universal’s

member

the MPTOA, has booked “Ballerina” for
the University Theatre in Cambridge.

The Fenway marquee
renovated last week.
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highways and byways, exhibitors’ remarks are almost identical
these days: “Business is bad.” Various
explanations are offered: Not much money
around. People budget their entertainment, and one trip to the World’s Fair
precludes weeks of film entertainment.
Right now the exhibitor seems in a receptive mood for the return to Bingo, even
with merchandise prizes. There’s also talk
of trading spots where merchandise can
be cashed in, etc.
Nate J. Blumberg added a nice touch of
appreciation by personally issuing silverengraved invitations to the gala cocktail
party in honor of Dean Morris Joseph’s
25 th anniversary as Universal exchange
maiiager here this Tuesday. Film men will
present Joseph with a beautifully engraved
silver testimonial, a significant addition to
the several other testimonials which
adorn the manager’s office. They also will
come from four corners of the state to
offer congratulations and best wishes in
person.
The annual bathing beauty parade is on.
Loew’s inaugurate a contest with local
girls participating at the Globe, Bridgeport, on June 26 and at the Poli, Waterbury on June 21. In Bridgeport, beauties
will appear on stage for four consecutive
weeks, and in Waterbury for two, before
the finals, which will carry cash prizes.
Hankin Knitting Mills cooperates by outfitting the little ladies, as in previous
years.
Eddie Ruff, Paramount manager, and
Henry Germaine, salesman, are off for the
coast and convention on June 5. Ruff gave
up the boat trip because of switch in convention date . . . Al Robbins is off for
Richmond, Va., with the Governor’s Footguards, who will be anniversary guests of
the Richmond Blues . . . George Comden
of the Fine Arts, Westport, took his third
degree at Masonic Temple 65, Westport
. . . It’s a 7% pound baby girl at the Sam
Hadelmans, of the Capitol, Bridgeport,
who will now reside at 150 Goffe Terrace,
New Haven.
Jack Findlay, stopping off to see young
John at the Choate School in Wallingford
. . . Ray S. Joyce, operator of Memorial
Hall, Simsbury, who is also an instructor
at the Morris Business College, Hartford,
has received his degree of B. S. in accountancy from the Walton School in
Chicago.
The crowd swung to the Arena Sunday
for Horace Heidt and his orchestra, another in the series of headliner band pre-

POPCORN
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sentations which have been so successful
. . . The Rodeo at the Arena May 15-20,
with a ib-cent general admission, also
roped them in .. . Over $4,500 was raised
at the Loew-Poli, Bridgeport, last week in
a midnight benefit for the Boys’ Club,
with more than 35 acts keeping the patrons until almost 4 a. m. Theatre was donated through the efforts of Harry Shaw
and Matt Saunders, and staff, ushers,
stagehands’ , electricians’, and operators’
unions gave their services gratis.
Rumor has it that plans are being
drawn for a new house approximately 500
seats in Groton, which has never had a
venture of this kind before . . . Firstnighters at “Clean Beds,” which opened
at the Shubert on the 19th, are still blushing . . . Mae West is said to be one of the
angels, and author of some of the farfrom-angelic lines . . . Leo Schapiro is
presenting Bradley Kincaed and his company on the Guilford Theatre stage in a
two-day engagement. Kincaed plugged
the appearance in advance on his WTIC
five-a-week.
They’re up in front: Barney Pitkin and
his RKO gang stole up from ninth place
to third in the Schaefer Drive, and it looks
as though the New Haven office again
will be in the money. The office has led
the country on the March of Time contest since its inception, and is fifth in the
“Fisherman’s Wharf” drive . . . Pitkin and
Canelli are just finishing up convention
business at the Westchester Country Club.
Roger Sherman overhead board takes
on a summery, up-to-the-minute flare
with an awning overhead, a fence trimmed
with artificial flowers below, and a trylon
and perisphere. Copy reads: “The Roger
Sherman brings you a World’s Fair of
Entertainment and air-conditioned comBob Russell tied in with large St. Mary’s
Church
annual bazaar, by printing 300
fort.”
cards with bazaar, “Lucky Night” picture,
and Sagal-Lou copy. The dairy distributed
cards to dealers for display. Booth at the
event plugged picture and featured contest with some “ Lucky Night” guest tickets
. . . WELI radio program of Al Jolson and
Alice Faye recordings from “Rose of
Washington Square” was promoted on this
feature, with 20 guest tickets to listeners
who guess names of song hits. Credit Russell and Rubin.
Action of a Strand, Hamden patron for
$10,000 damages as result of a leg injury,
allegedly received in the theatre, has been
decided in favor of the defendant, with
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costs. The plaintiff’s counsel struck the
wrong note when he accused “young theatre ushers of 16 years of age as being incompetent.” Judge Daly of the superior
court reminded the attorney that he himself had been a theatre usher in Hartford
at that tender age.
Sam Badamo plugged “The Flying Irishman” in a model plane contest, which interested students and scouts, and first
prize in which was a two months’ guest
ticket . . . Planes were displayed in the
College lobby. Badamo tied in with large
central jeweler on the Bulova Corrigan
ivatch, and with the leading bookstore on
the biography .
Poli ushers postponed their dinnerdance at the Seven Gables again to May
23 . . . That new look on Poli Doorman
Harry Hadlock’s face came with fatherhood. It’s a girl . . . Matt Saunders, Poli
Bridgeport manager, who stepped right in
and is filling so well the temporary breach
at the Poli division’s publicity helm, has
nothing but praise for the Elm City and
the staff . . . Matt saw Ernie Emerling,
Loew executive, off on the S. S. Queen
Mary . . . When Charlotte McGuigan,
Harry Shaw’s secretary, takes her vacation the first two weeks in June, her
destination will be dictated by the mood
of the moment . . . That Charlie McCarthy
radio deal of Nate Rubin’s ended in a
double McCarthy ... no radio, no two
dollars . . . It’s a new racket aimed at
theatremen . . . Lou Brown’s campaign on
“Wuthering Heights” in Boston talked
about way down here.
The new Jewett City theatre building is
progressing rapidly, with assurance that
the 700 -seat house and two modern stores
will be ready by September . . . Quittner
and Perakos also will have free parking
for patrons . . . Work has resumed on Mike
Cascioli’s new Forest Theatre in Ailingtown . . . Avon, Stamford is promised for
the first week in June, with Sam Weiss as
manager.
Billy Sii’ica of the Lido, Waterbury, had
a tussle with 18 steps and emerged with
his arm in a sling . . . Jack Devine, stage
employe, suffered a shock while attending
a show at the Paramount, and was taken
to New Haven Hospital . . . Lucy Flack has
returned from her Honduras cruise with
pictures to prove it was everything the circulars said . . . Joe Samartano of the Palace, Meriden, is a new Dollar Club member as reward for his successful Saturday
morning “Huckleberry Finn” show . . . Bill
Pavone, of National Theatre Supply, exhibited four fine prints in the New Haven
Camera Club and Yale show at the Yale
Gallery of Fine Arts ... In the spring,
Meadow Street’s fancy turns to thoughts
of an outing and a golf tournament . . .
Considering the times, exhibitors were
pleased with Will Rogers Memorial Fund
collections in theatres.
The undaunted Harris Bros, brought the
large-cast “Mikado in Swing” to the State,
Hartford, for three days with no advance
in prices . . . Home for Aged Night of Stars
at Bushnell, with George Jessel, Molly
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Picon, Buck & Bubbles, Mary Eastman
and others, was a huge success . . . The
Regal, Hartford, held “Confessions of a
Nazi Spy” for a second week . . . “Lucky
Night” stretched into two weeks at the
Palace, Hartford, while “Man of Conquest”
also was a holdover at E. M. Loew’s.
The New Haven Warner Theatre zone
still is leading for the quarter ending late
in May, and it seems the managers are due
for prizes soon . . . John Hesse will spend
about six weeks in all at the Warner,
Bridgeport, report has it, while Edward
Lynch switches to the Roger Sherman,
New Haven . . . Alhambra, Torrington, has
closed for the season.
Straw hats are doing their annual setting-up exercises in the State . . . The
Chapel Playhouse, Guilford, reported to be
operated by Olive Warren, Louise and
Jane Platt, with Hardie Albright of the
films, directing . . . Charles Atkins of Jitney Players and Bridgeport Civic Repertory managing the Ridgefield Theatre . . .
At Clinton, Jackson Halliday is in charge
. . . Plymouth Playhouse, Milford, will be
run by Richard Merwin.
Jack O’Connell, assistant at the Roger
Sherman, may be young, but the tip is he
plays golf like an old-timer . . . Ed Fitzpatrick of the Poli, Waterbury, arranged
with the Consolidated High Schools orchestra to feature music from “Let Freedom Ring” as an important part of its annual concert. School auditorium carried
posters on the picture . . . George Comden
of Westport hit the daily double at Narragansett recently . . . Enough sure-fire
systems heard on “the curb” in front of
the Film Building to set up at least a few
millionaires . . . RKO inspection staff has
decreased by one since Leona Gannon took
a trip south and forgot to return . . . Joe
Amstead, Elm Street, Worcester manager,
is vacationing in California.

Loew-Poli Vacations
Scheduled Earlier
New

Haven — Loew-Poli

Ridgefield,

Conn. — The

Ridgefield

Play-

house, Inc., has filed a certificate of incorporation with the secretary of state at
Hartford, naming Irwin W. Wheeler of
Poundridge, N. Y„ John J. Slattery of
Forest Hills, N. Y„ and Josephine Degnan
of Bay Shore, N. Y„ as incorporators.
Wheeler is one of the operators of the
Playhouse, New Canaan. An 800-seat classical house, the first regular motion picture
theatre in the town, is reported contemplated for Ridgefield, to be ready for operation in September.

Joseph Reed to Manage
New Bantam Theatre
Bantam,

Conn. — The

New

Bantam

The-

atre will be opened by Washington Theatre Corp. on May 25, under the management of Joseph Reed. J. F. Reed jr. will
manage the Bryan Memorial, Washington
Depot, also operated by the corporation.
The house, which was the former Rivoli,
closed for many years, has been completely
reconditioned and redecorated.
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sched-

the Poli, July 16 to 29. Waterbury: Edward Fitzpatrick, Poli, June 18 to July 12.
Meridan: Joe Samartano, Palace, July 2
to 15. Worcester: Joe Amstead, Elm Street,
Worcester, May 6 to 20; Robert Portle,
Plaza, June 25 to July 8; H. H. Maloney,
July 9 to 22. Springfield: George Freeman, Poli, July 30 to August 12.
Lou Cohen of the Palace, Hartford, will
do relief duty in Waterbury, Springfield,
Meriden, and Hartford, and will wind up
with two weeks’ leave late in August.

Hartford
Operate
Sound

Film

Critic to

at Sound

View,

Conn.— The

View
250-seat

Col-

ony, newly named Conrose’s Cinema City,
will open for the summer with a “class”
and foreign pictures policy on June 15, under the personal supervision of Julian B.
Tuthill, film critic of the Hartford Times.
John P. Glackin, who has been leasing both
the Colony and the Strand here for several
seasons, will reopen the Strand July 1.

GN's " Panama Patrol " to
Show at RKO Boston
Boston — “Panama

Three File to Incorporate
Ridgefield Playhouse

vacation

ules have been set unusually early this
year, so that all men will be back at their
theatre posts early in August for work on
the New Movie Season campaign. Dates
are as follows:
Bridgeport: Morris Rosenthal, Majestic
manager, June 25 to July 8: Matt Saunders, Poli, July 9 to July 22; and Harry Rose,
Globe, July 23 to August 5. In New Haven,
Robert Russell of the Poli leaves July 9
to 22; Sam Badamo, College, July 23 to
August 5; and William Elder, Bijou, June
25 to July 8. Hartford: Jack Simon, of

Patrol”

will have

its

Boston premiere at the RKO Boston Theatre during the week of June 1. Marcel
Mekelburg, Grand National branch manager, this week culminated such a deal
with Ben Domingo, RKO city manager.
Negotiations for a Boston opening of
“Exile
Express” were in progress at press
time.

pARK CITY was the first house here to
play “Professor Mamlock.”
Lou Anger has the painters doing a bit
of spring brightening at the Colonial and
Jack Schwartz is following suit at his West
End Theatre.
Molly, ever-active spouse of the Majestic’s manager, Morris Rosenthal, has
launched a new hobby that costs money,
money, money. She’s collecting old coins
and plans to make bracelets of them.
Michael Carroll of the American is getting the urge to see how close he can get
to par for 18 holes.
Weekend heat wave
boxoffice receipts.

put a big crimp in

Prolonged Legislative
Session Is Likely
Boston — A legislative session

extending

far into the summer and a special one for
next year is becoming an even stronger
possibility as Massachusetts law-making
sessions continue on Beacon Hill.
A commission has been assigned to investigate and report on seven so-called
safety bills, involving refrigeration and
combustion systems and such. The measures, which would extend licensing restrictions, would factually increase the
use of union labor.
Tax matters, several of which, may affect the industry, continue in abeyance.

Film Authority Heads
Educational Council
New

Haven — Dr.

Mark

A. May,

presi-

dent of Theatre Patrons, Inc., which publishes Theatre News, weekly fan film and
entertainment guide for New Haven county
here, has been named chairman of the
American Council on Education. Dr. May,
director of the Yale University Institute
of Human Relations, has long been, the
American Council’s chief adviser
tion pictures. He also serves
MPPDA advisory committee on
of motion pictures in education,

on moon the
the use
and on

the New York World’s Fair committee on
educational movies. Nationally prominent
as an educational psychologist, Dr. May
is author of numerous books. He was coauthor of “Social Conduct and Attitude
of Movie Fans,” prepared and published
as one of the Payne Foundation research
series. He is also director of the American
Film Center.

Join Alexander
Boston— Harry

Snyder,

Staff
New

England

manager for the Alexander Film Co., has
appointed George Hughes to succeed Sumner MacDonald as associate salesman with
Charles Seeley in Essex county. Snyder
also has made John Vaughn regular representative in southern Maine.

Jane Ross of Loew’s staff here leaves
late this month on a transfer to a Loew
theatre in St. Louis, her home town. Jane
came to Bridgeport some years ago when
her husband, the late Donald Ross, was
manager of the Globe.
Ted Holt back in town after a too-long
absence and checking of the summer repair for the Loew houses.
Edgar Lynch of the Warner shifted to
New Haven’s Roger Sherman for two weeks
with John Hesse of the Sherman taking
over the Bridgeport Theatre.
Flying Jy-Bo contests are being staged
weekly by the American, Hippodrome,
Strand, Palace and Rialto theatres.
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Advertised

The Basis lor His
Success

Attracting Attention
Bridgeport,

Satrine Extending Into
Summer Operations

Escort Service

Conn.

—

Manager

Morris

of the Majestic attracted considerable attention by distributing small
neatly printed cards that his house is now
featuring an escort service. Card explains
that the management has arranged to
supply cheerful escorts to see feminine
patrons to their home after the night
shows.

Boston — A film man
other this week about

Rosenthal

youngster

into

the

picture

The latter
tion.

now

has

the

"In other

words,"

tor summed, "you
tion, and he put

a

gave
you

Boston — Tex

was telling anhow he broke a
business.

former's

suburban
him

posi-

exhibi-

his founda-

under

it."

It takes a bit of reading to discover the
“service” is merely a publicity stunt for
"The Hound of the Baskervilles.” The
cards hadn’t been out 24 hours before
telephone calls began coming into the
theatre inquiring about the service. So far
as is known no one actually demanded the
sendee, but a lot of patrons evidently got
a kick in calling up the theatre and asking all kinds of questions.

" Ballerina " Gives Way
Kraska finally term-

Boston — George

inated “Balerina” to fulfill a booking date
on “Lucrezia Borgia.” Kraska, back from
a trip to New York, announces that he has
culminated contracts for “Back to Devil’s
Island” and “The Human Beast.”

Overhaul
Windsor

Locks,

Rialto

Conn. — Rialto

Theatre

Corp. will completely redecorate the 500seat Rialto and install a new marquee,
booth, and carpeting.

How

NEW

HAMPSHIRE

J^URING its showing of Fred Astaire and
Ginger Rogers in “The Story of Vernon
and Irene Castle,” the State in Manchester
tied in with the John B. Varick department

to operate

Community

Boston

wrote

—

John

Carlos

Griffith

was

“The

Man

From

Maine.”

eluded their season with the presentation
of the three-act comedy, “Meet the Wife,”
by Lynn Starling.

Players con-

motion

operator

buried last week in Dixfield, Me. He died
in Middleboro at the age of 87 as the
result of pneumonia. Mr. Griffith was
famous as an actor, a theatre business
manager, and author. He was the last of
the group who made up the Boston Museum Stock Company of 1871-72. He was
manager of such stars as Minnie Fiske,
Margaret Mather, and Lillie Langtry. He

Mrs. Edith Bond Stearms and son, Johnny, have arrived in Peterborough to open
the sixth season of the Peterborough Players. During the winter, Johnny spent several months in Hollywood as a guest of
Lawrence Tibbetts jr., and Victor McLaglen. He also attended Mickey Rooney’s
birthday party.
Concord

theatre

John Carlos Griffith
Rites in Dix field

stores in a “screen snapshooting” contest.
The store’s photographic department offered three prizes for the best reproductions of any scene in the film by. candid
camera. First prize was $5 worth of photographic merchandise; second prize, $2.50
worth of photographic merchandise, and
third prize, two show tickets.

The

Safrine,

and Capitol Theatre Supply associate, has
taken over Horticultural Hall in Manchester-by-the-Sea on a long-term lease.
Safrine plans to open the house about
June 17 for the summer.
The theatreman is pointing toward a
similar opening date for the 400-seat Town
Hall in Rockport. Safrine has also concluded a deal with George Krewson for a
physical interest in the Oceanside Theatre in Magnolia, which house will get underway about July 5. Safrine is working
on another summer film setup at present.

picture theatres

profitably
Here is a new book full of HOW TO DO IT information, written by a man
who believes that the first objective of theatre management is to make money.
In this book he covers motion picture theatre management from A to Z,
giving the best results of years of experience as a guide in establishing
successful policies, building profitable business, and efficiently operating any
size theatre.

The Management of
Motion Picture Theatres
By FRANK

Get

This Great

Aid

Management ! GET

to Theatre

H. RICKETSON,

Jr.

President, Fox Inter-Mountain Theatres, Inc.

IT TODAY!!
Send check or money

375 pages, 6x9, illustrated, $3.50
order to

ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS, 4704 East Ninth Street, Kansas City, Missouri
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Extends Welcome to

Trade

New Allied Unit

Spot

Oklahoma

City — An

invitation

a year.”
Quitman,

Tex.

—

May

18

Announcement

is

made by Theo Miller that his new theatre
here opened May 18. He also will open a
new theatre at Emory.
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on SETOA

s

Important

Agenda
Jacksonville — The

trade practice as pro-

posed by seven of the eight major distributors is scheduled for a going over at
the annual convention here May 28-30 of
the Southeastern Theatre Owners Ass’n.
The arbitration plan in particular is expected to be submitted to the close scrutiny
of the membership.
While in general the sentiment in this
territory trails along with the MPTOA
viewpoint of accepting the current pact as
a starter and then working for refinements, another school of thought is growing
in
the monopoly
face fo thesuit
government’s
allembracing
and the open
drive by the department of justice to break
up “local monopoly.” This viewpoint holds
that nothing short of legislation or court

At the UA Meet —
Hugh Owen, manager of the Dallas
UA branch, and Ann Sheridan on the
lawn of Pickfair during the sales
convention in Los Angeles.

Exchange Agents Get
Show Cause Order
Dallas — An

order

to appear

before

the

court the morning of May 27 to show
cause why they should not be restrained
from practices alleged by B. R. McLendon,
Atlanta, Tex., exhibitor, has been issued
representatives of Texas exchanges by
Federal Judge William H. Atwell.
McLendon, operating two theatres in
Atlanta, filed suit against all major exchanges to break up a clearance system
whereby Texarkana theatres are alleged to
be favored. He asks the privilege of dating pictures without regard to playdates
in surrounding towns. He charges distributors have been imposing a 30-day clearance system in favor of two ParamountRichards houses in Texarkana.
Attorneys for the exhibitor contend the
suit is a request for enforcement of what
they believe is the proper interpretation
of the final opinion of the U. S. Supreme
Court in the Interstate case. Judge Atwell heard that case.

Open
Paint

Bow

Holds

of wel-

come to the newly-organized Allied Theatre Owners of Oklahoma is extended here
by Morris Loewenstein, president of the
rival MPTO.
“This is a free country and no organization can expect to have the field to itself,”
Loewenstein told Boxoffice. “And we of
the MPTO sincerely welcome this organization, even though we do feel that the
past policies of Allied have not always been
in the best interests of exhibitors.
“But we stand more than ready to cooperate with the new organization whenever such cooperation is possible and when
we can do so without bringing our personal troubles before the public or before
the legislatures.
“I know, after years of association work,
that the exhibitor gets further with the
right kind of co-ordinated effort. But I
seriously doubt, if militant attitudes are
taken in this state, whether any good whatever can come from them.
“We know that the MPTO has been
charged with being a circuit organization,
but the facts speak for themselves in that
circuit and local control groups have given
the independent exhibitors of the state
great aid in bettering conditions within
the industry through the support they
have given MPTO.
“If it were not for this support the independent exhibitors of the state would
today be burdened with a score of state
and local laws regulating his business;
laws which every independent has seen
arise and which he has also seen MPTO
combat.
“This business has so many ramifications
that there must always be three parties
(the producer, distributor and exhibitor)
vitally interested in everything that is
done by any one group. I sincerely hope
that the directors of this new organization will understand this situation and not
do the independent men of this state untold harm by failing to consider the other
two parties to our own problems . . . just
as we must consider our part in their own
problems.
“We have found in MPTO that an organization isonly as good as its members
and what they contribute to the organization itself and that no organization can
handle the personal problems of each independent theatre owner.
“MPTO officials feel happy that another
legislature has passed without damaging
bills to the theatre business having been
passed. We have worked tirelessly to see
that none of the dozen detrimental bills
proposed in the legislature were passed
and we hope that in the future, if there
is to be another theatre owners’ organization in this state, that it will work with
us rather than against us, in saving independent theatremen hundreds of dollars
Quitman

Pact

Rock,

in Paint Rock
Tex.

—

The

new

Texas

Theatre has been opened by Jack Scales.
On opening night refreshments were
served, music furnished by a local orchestra, and a short program presented on the
stage.

edict can put the trade’s house in order.
These opposing opinions are to be
brought together at the convention, which
observers agree may take formal action
with reference to the trade draft.
Other questions of moment concern
clearance and zoning, non-theatrical competition and discussion of forthcoming
product on the basis of information gleaned from tradepaper announcements and
advance mailing campaigns.
On the lighter side, no effort or expense has been spared in providing entertainment. This includes a carnival and
feast at Jacksonville Beach, a golf tournament at Ponte Vedra beach course, a
shrimp supper at the beach as guests of
Guy A. Kennimer and E. J. Sparks of the
Sparks circuit, deep-sea fishing, swimming,
dancing, floorshows and night clubs, all
topped off with the annual SETOA banquet to the music of a name band.
Initiation fee is $3.00, which includes
everything except the hotel bill. Convention headquarters are at the George Washington Hotel.
Committees, headed by Milton C. Moore
as SETOA president and general chairman,
have been named as follows (the first
named in each instance is chairman) :
Resolutions — Col. Thos. E. Orr, R. B.
Wilby, Mitchell Wolfson, E. J. Sparks.
Business — Oscar C. Lam, Wm. R. Griffin, Roy E. Martin, Hugh Manning.
Publicity — J. H. Thompson, Nat Williams, Mack Jackson.
Golf — Riley P. Davis, A. C. Bromberg,
Sidney Reams, Abe Borisky.
Program — Tom Brandon, Guy Kennimer,
T. E. Watson, L. J. Duncan.
Entertainment — Harlowe Merryday, Miss
Mina
Manassa, Fred O. Mullin, Lee Castleberry.
Distributors — Paul Wilson, Roy Avey, R.
L. McCoy, W. W. Anderson.
Women’s Committee — Mrs. Sarah V.
Moore, Mrs. Tom Brandon, Mrs. Harlowe
Merryday, Mrs. H. T. Woods.
In connection with the golf tournament,
Davis emphasizes that prizes will include
loving cups, golf bags, a set of Bobby
Jones woods, luggage, sport clothes “and
71
other useful and attractive articles.”

MPTO
QOLUMBIA men are back in the field
after their trip to Atlantic City attending the company’s national convention and making a side trip to the N. Y.
World’s Fair. They brought back prints
of a special subject containing parts of
new pictures already completed which they
will screen for exhibitors. Returning home
were Jack Underwood, manager; A. M.
Whitcher, head booker, and Salesmen
Craver and Bill Hurst.
The

Monogram bunch was just as enthusiastic on arrival from their convention in Chicago. Making this trip were Ed
Blumenthal, W. J. Cummer, Jack Gruben
and Connie Dreher.
Roy Howell of Coleman was in advance
booking for his theatres there . . . Another
visitor was Tate Sanders of Lubbock. Sanders learned here that west Texas exhibitors would meet in Lubbock Wednesday in behalf of motor film transportation and attached such importance to that
question he caught a plane immediately
for home.
F. M. Sanford, formerly with TrailerMade Service, has formed a partnership
with Harry D. Gross, in the operation of
Harry’s Tavern and Cafe at Browder and
Wood Sts. In early silent days, Sanford
produced western and action pictures which
played in many Texas theatres. Gross then
was indirectly connected with show business and maintained a fine home here for

vaudeville troopers. He
“Artists’ Paradise.’’

called his place

Theo Miller, who last operated in Mt.
Vernon, is doing a little more pioneering
in show business and at the same time
will cause more revenue to flow into
channels of exchanges, equipment houses
and allied services. He was here Wednesday on final details for the opening
of his new theatre at Quitman. Later he
will open a second theatre at Emory, between Greenville and Mineola, which he
will call “The Rains,’’ named after the
county. It will be the first show for
Emory. Quitman has been without a theatre for years.
Lutzer brothers, Jake and Dave, have
purchased the Novarro in Kerens from
Harry Connor, according to Dave. The new
deal makes about a half dozen situations
for the brothers, along with their associates and partners, among their towns
being Troup, Van Alstyne, Bowie and Nocona. Connor has owned the Kerens house
several years and developed that town
from a poor show-going proposition into
a profitable theatre site.
Joe Estes, National Screen’s special trailer expert, has been on vacation and among
other things did some gulf coast fishing.
Pictures brought back also showed he
tugged ’em in . . . Mrs. Florine Van Fussen
is now stenographer in the office of Buddy
(Continued

WASHED

on page 77)

AIR

PROPERLY

of Oklahoma

Readies Conclave
Oklahoma

City — Extensive

plans for “the

finest convention we have ever had” are
now being directed by Morris Loewenstein,
president of the MPTO of Oklahoma, in
preparation for the association’s annual
meeting here June 26 and 27.
Invitations have been extended for a
number

of important business and entertainment speeches, among these being an
address by Ed Kuykendall, president of
the MPTOA ; A. E. Warner of the Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co.; Paul Short of
National Screen Service; Mrs. Bessie Short
of Interstate; Bob O’Donnell of Interstate, and D. R. Millsten of Tulsa.
Millsten, representative of Ascap in
Oklahoma, is scheduled to address the convention on the operating setup of his organization and discuss, at length, its method of operation. It is understood he will
also explain what Ascap is doing for theatre owners as well as present an analysis
of the problems of music rights as they
would confront theatre owners were Ascap
not set up.
Mrs. Short will discuss her chosen field,
the handling of shorts. She is director of
short subjects for Interstate circuit and
has made an enviable reputation for herself in her handling of this part of the
bill at Interstate houses.
A highlight address is to be that of

COOLING

ENGINEERED
WILL SOLVE YOUR
COOLING PROBLEM
Our

eleven years' experience in handling new cooling installations and re-

modeling obsolete systems is worth considering. Let us handle your cooling
just as we have handled hundreds of
satisfactory installations in the Southwest.

210 SOUTH

72
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Warner, who will, if present plans materialize, present a demonstration of thirddimensional motion pictures and Polaroid
light and lighting.
Loewenstein also announces noon-day
dinners will be held in the Biltmore Hotel,
convention headquarters, with delegates
adjourning from the convention and proceeding directly to the dining room. A
banquet is now being planned to be held
at the Oklahoma Golf and Country Club.
“We have had a greater expression of
interest in this forthcoming convention
than ever before,” Loewenstein told Boxoffice.

“I believe that

we

will have

one

of the largest attendances in our history.
The many telephone calls and wires sent
me since the announcement of our convention dates, expressing interest in this
year’s gathering and offering suggestions,
have been most welcome.
“We hope to make our convention one
of the most interesting ever attended and
one of our highlights will probably be
discussions of legislation and the association’s work in steering aside ill-founded
legislation before it ever reaches the council chambers.
“The association is particularly proud
of what it has done in the past year in
preventing any adverse legislation being
passed; we know that exhibitors, both
association and non-association members,
are grateful for the annoyances and inconveniences saved them by our combating this adverse legislation.”

Tulsa Sheriff Announces
All Chance Games Out
Tulsa,

Okla. — Bingo,

Beano,

Lotto

or

whatever you may call it, is definitely out
and will stay out, Sheriff Garland Marrs
announced as he spread the “bad news”
among Tulsa civic, religious and fraternal
organizations. These groups over the
state were active in having cash awards at
state theatres declared illegal.
Marrs pointed out that the state’s new
marble machine-slot machine and punchboard law includes every possible game of
chance and in his opinion Bingo, Beano or
Lotto certainly comes within the purview
of the law.
Several fraternal and civic organizations
during recent months have conducted
Beano contests here.
“I appreciate the fact that the proceeds
have always gone to a worthy charity, but
unfortunately the new law does not take
that into consideration and for this reason no more games of this type will be
permitted here,” the sheriff announced.

West Texas Film Transport
Firm Has Trade Support
Lubbock — About

40 west

Texas

exhibi-

tors appeared in Lubbock this week at a
railroad commission hearing on behalf of
the Mistletoe Transit Co. and O. & A.
Film Lines who seek renewal of their permit to haul films. It was understood these
transit companies might also ask permission to establish additional routes throughout west Texas. These film lines are
owned by Jack Haley and O. A. Woody.
Film men making west Texas, anticipating
that many exhibitors would be in Lubbock,
headquartered here a couple of days to
contact their prospects.
BOXOFFICE
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JJD ROWLEY sr., C. V. Jones and Don C.
Douglass of the R & R home office
spent Monday here. Negotiations for a
partnership deal were completed between
Cecil Cupp of the Royal and Co-Ed Theatres of Arkadelphia, Ark., and W. P.
Florence of the Macco and Odeon theatres, Magnolia, Ark. This arrangement
becomes effective as of Sunday, June 3.
The booking will be done by Ed Rowley
jr., of their local office, and each man
will continue to manage their respective
theatres. Cecil has been operating the
theatres in Arkadelphia about 18 years
and Bill Florence has had a theatre in
Magnolia for about 25 years.
Cliff Wallace, Ross Federal’s branch
manager, is mighty happy this week. The
reason for all these smiles is that he has
just won a $10 hat for the highest percentage of increase during the second week
of his drive . . . Three territorial mayor
exhibitors were in town Friday of last
week, but not to do any booking, but were
here as guests at the tri-state mayors
luncheon at the Hotel Peabody during
the Cotton Carnival. These guests were
Clyde Westbrook and wife of Cleveland;
R. X. Williams jr., and wife of Oxford
and W. E. Malin of Augusta.
C. N. “Cal” Colquohoun,

from his many friends along the Row.
H. K. Perry, poster clerk at Universal,
is on vacation. H. I. Sniffin, Universal
auditor, is visiting the Memphis office . . .
P. E. Morris of Indianola, with his wife
and a party of friends from Indianola,
were guests at the Variety Club Saturday
night . . . Exhibitors seen along the Row:
J. R. Adams, Bruce; Odis Taylor, Dresden; Dave Flexer, New Albany ; Margaret
Harkey of Hardy, Ark.; Jackson Marshall, Dyersburg; G. H. Goff, Parsons;
J. E. Singleton, Lepanto; K. K. King,
Searcy; Orris Collins, Paragould; B. F.
Jackson, Ruleville; George Hale, Drew;
W. W. Davis, Holly Grove; Joe Wiley of
the Ritz, Union City; Torn Ford and wife
of Rector, Ark.; R. B. Cox and wife, Batesville. Miss.

Buddy Mansfield, Universal salesman, is
very chesty this week, due to a 9 1/2 -pound
boy born May 12 at St. Joseph Hospital.
His name is John Ingram Mansfield . . .
W. B. Osbourne, Monogram salesman out
of Charlotte, spent several days in Memphis visiting his parents . . . Augustine
Cianciolo of the Rosemary, Memphis, has
a new Studebaker car . . . Ben Jordan,
Universal
salesman, is driving a new Oldsmobile.

left Memphis

last Saturday to assume the managership
of the RKO office in Charlotte. “Cal”
has been a salesman out of local RKO
office for 12 years. He and Katie, his wife,
and their dog “Pudgie” left by car Saturday morning, and were scheduled to arrive
there Sunday night. “Cal” is still badly
handicapped by a broken ankle, and Katie
has to do all the chauffering. The local
office presented him with a beautiful desk
set as a going away gift. This transfer
came as a complete surprise to him Friday, so he spent a busy Friday night receiving congratulations and best wishes

The Variety Club golf tournament was
huge success. Everybody reports the
most fun of the year was had. The lowest net score and champion was Ralph
Prichard of Peerless Poster, who won
the Lightman trophy. Second low net was
won by Al Avery of RKO, which was golf
shoes. Third low net score went to Tate
Baker of Paramount, a golf sweater. The
first low gross prize, a trophy cup, went
to Tom Kirk of M-G-M. Second low gross,
a floor lamp, went to Winfield Snelson
of Republic. Third low gross prize, a golf
sweater, was awarded M. A. Lightman jr.
a

Did It Ever Occur To You That

NATIONAL SELLS LUXURY
FOR YOUR PATRONS
At Ordinary

Prices

CARPETS that create that "glad-I-came" feeling.
CHAIRS that soothe the body and nerves into a
state of relaxation — that make patrons enjoy
the picture.

See National First lor Patron Comforts

NATIONAL THEATRE SUPPLY CO.
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—

CHARLOTTE
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Poetic Philosophy
^^ORK

has been authorized by the commission council to begin a general overhauling on one of the small halls of the
municipal auditorium not to exceed $12,000 for new seats and a slanting floor. A
screen and projection booth also will be installed this fall in order to take care of

Miami — Being

It’s

Hollywood

It’s

IT’S

“The

Invisible

$60,000

Man

good

plan

to

forget

it.

a

pretty

good

plan

to

forget

it.

A

PRETTY

GOOD

PLAN

TO

FORGET

IT!

(One can’t get Sam to confess to the
authorship, but his many friends insist
that he certainly fathered the idea . . .
if he didn’t write it).

Metro Files Answers to
Infringement Charge
Charlotte — M-G-M

and

Loew’s,

Inc.,

through their counsel, have filed in federal district court here answers to a list
of questions filed several weeks ago by
counsel for LeGette Blythe, in the latter’s
suit for $500,000 on grounds of infringement of copyright.
In the answers defendants say that
Charles E. Whittaker did the research
work and collection of material used for

"Invisible" Sequel
—

pretty

If you know of a thing that will darken the joy
Of a man
or a woman,
a girl or a boy
That will wipe out a smile or somehow
annoy
A fellow, or cause any gladness to cloy,

theatre building at 6716 Navigation Blvd.,
has been let by W. V. Ratcliff to the City
Bldg, and Supply Co. The theatre has
been leased for 10 years, with option for
10 more, to the Navaway Corp. of Dallas.
The house will be named Nava way, be
air conditioned and seat 750. Ratcliff is
owner of the Queen Theatre building at
2426 Jensen Drive.
On

a

If you know
of a skeleton hidden away
In a closet, and guarded and kept from the day
In the dark, and whose sudden display
dismay,
Would
cause
grief and
sorrow
and
life-long

Ratcliff Contracts for
New Houston Theatre
a

isn’t

If you see a tall fellow ahead of the crowd,
A leader of men
marching fearless and proud,
And you know of a tale whose mere telling aloud,
Would bowed,
cause his proud head to in anguish be

Gar Moore, Orpheum Theatre press
agent, has been elected second vice-president of the New Orleans Advertising Club.

build

rememberer

Many of Sam’s Miami friends have this
sentiment on the walls or desks of their
offices:

Bill Minder of Grand National, after a
trip up-state mid viewing the many repairs and renovations of the smaller theatres, believes that all this talk about depression is bunk. Theatre owners are
wearing better clothes than in many years.

to

good

many times when it’s much more important to be a good forgetter. That philosophy
is quotably expressed on the back of the
personal cards of Sam Moscow, district
manager of Columbia Pictures out of Atlanta.

motion picture features that might happen down this way in the hands of state
right people ... To Shreveport goes a few
of the Saenger executives this week to view
the work now in progress on the Saenger
Theatre there. The seating capacity will
be enlarged to 1,000 and a general rejuvenation isplanned.

Houston — Contract

a

everything. As a matter of fact there are

Re-

turns,” which Universal will make as a
sequel to “The Invisible Man,” will be
scripted by W. P. Lipscomb.

EXHIBITORS!!
Will See You at the

SETOA

CONVENTION

Jacksonville, Florida

THE new Pine Theatre, Dierks, opened
May 11. Jack Blair is manager . . .
The Dixie, Ashdown, has closed for complete remodeling. The house is owned
by K. Lee Williams Theatres, Inc. A new
cooling system and sound system will be
installed.
Guy B. Snow, manager of the Strand,
Newport, was recently made chairman of
the Jackson county chapter of the Arkansas Wild-life Federation.
S. B. McSwain of Ada, Okla., and Sidney and Levi Metcalf of Purcell, Okla.,
have bought the Ritz at Morrilton from
W. D. Metcalf, father of the two new
owners. The house was opened at Morrilton early this year. Sidney Metcalf and
Ritz.B. McSwain will have charge of the
S.
It is announced that Lewisville is to
have a new theatre and that work has already started on the remodeling of a building. The house is expected to be in operation within 30 days.

the motion picture, “The Bravest of the
Brave.” The picture, Blythe charges, is
based upon his book, “Marshall Ney: A
Dual Personality.” The defendants also
say that “Mr. Whittaker has stated that
he had for a time in his possession a
copy of the book by LeGette Blythe, and
had it prior to the date when the screen
play was finally written, but did not have
it until his research work had been praccompleted.” add that “Whittaker
The tically
defendants
states that he did not read any portion
of the book in preparing his research
material, but that he did read a portion
of the book before the screenplay was
The answers admit plaintiff’s contention
completed.”
that the book was submitted to defendants
about April, 1937, and say “the final
screenplay was written in and about April
and May, 1938.”

Carlyle Biggs Manager
Lumberton Carolina
Lumberton,

May 28, 29 and 30
SUITE 516, GEORGE

WASHINGTON
*

*

HOTEL

*

Important Convention. Do Your Part and ATTEND
Big Time for All — Golf ,
swim , fish and everything 11

OSCAR HOWELL
74

GUS KING

FRED YOUNG

N.

C. — Carlyle

Biggs

has

succeeded J. B. Jones as manager of the
Carolina Theatre. Jones, who has managed the Carolina for the last three years,
will be transferred to another of the Anderson chain, according to J. L. Williamson, general manager of the Anderson
Theatre Co. Williamson has closed the
Pastime, which opened several months ago.

First Price Cut
New

Orleans — The

first cut in admis-

sion prices for the new season is at the
Tudor Theatre, a Saenger unit, which
announces any seat, any time, at 26 cents,
tax included.
Dock
Kerrville,

Boyle Transferred
Tex. — Dock

Boyle,

manager

of the Rialto and Arcadia, has been transferred by Hall Industries to Kingville.
R. M. Mills has arrived from Beeville to
succeed Boyle.
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A Particulars Bill

^LTHOUGH usually referred to as Sparks
Theatres, the organization headed by
Col. E. J. Sparks has been known as the
United Theatres, Inc., which is a holding
company for the various interests represented. Following dissolution of the holding company, the organization is now formally designated as Florida State Theatres, Inc. The organization remains the
same with Colonel Sparks, president; Frank
Rogers, vice-president; M. C. Talley, treasurer; B. B. Garner, vice-president in
charge of theatre operations, and E. T.
Brown, booking manager.

Is Due in Miami

Picture personalities and theatre managers continue to fly southward from Miami’s big Pan-American airport. Mr. and
Mrs. Henry Fonda took off on the Rio
clipper for a seven-week air cruise around
South America. Other south-bound clipper passengers included Louis and Jerry
Gold of the Prince Theatre, Pahokee, and
Joseph Chamoun, Tampa Theatre manager.

bill doesn’t provoke additional motions
from defense attorneys.
According to the present court schedule,
Judge John W. Holland, before whom all
the preliminary hearings have been held,
may not be able to set the case down for
final hearing before August.
It appears, from the answer filed by the
attorney for Wometco and associated operating companies, that the objection to
the designation of 31 theatres as the total
in the Greater Miami area, was based on
the omission of the Ace which is operated
as a seasonal Negro house in Coconut

Newest

member

of

Wometco

Credit

Union’s board of directors is Leonard Allen, new assistant manager at the Capitol. He fills the vacancy created by the
resignation of James Case jr.
The coming of L. F. Kuttnauer of Chicago as new purchasing manager for Wometco, brings two new faces into this
group as his wife, Mrs. Cecile Kuttnauer,
who was formerly with Warner Bros, in
Chicago, is now in the boxoffice at the
Biscayne Plaza on Miami Beach.

TENNESSEE

Miami — Plaintiff

Fayetteville has legalized Sunday shows.
The Capitol was ready May 14 with “Listen, Darling” . . . C. D. Walling and Coivan
Oldham of McMinnville have purchased
the interests of R. T. Hill of Tullahoma,
in the Cumberland Amusement Co. Main
office of the company will be moved from
Tullahoma to McMinnville in the new
theatre building now under construction.
Oldham is general manager of the circuit.
George L. Denton of Denton Theatres
announces awarding of the contract to
Schubert Home Builders for construction
of a new theatre on Western Ave., near
Five Points, in Knoxville. The building, of
concrete block construction, will seat 600
and will cost about $10,000 . . . The Liberty, Westmoreland, has reopened after a
shutdown for remodeling.

certain of the defendants,”
points out.

Daingerfield,

Tex. — Walter

McNatt

has
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INTERNATIONAL
CHAIRS EXCEL
IN QUALITY

Orleans — Charter

roll of the new

Film Club is listed at 30 members. Avowedly designed “to settle a few national and
local problems,” the organization is mainly social.
The club is headed by Arthur Barnett
of the Theatre Service Corp. as president,
Bill Brian of the 20th-Fox exchange as
secretary, and Herbert Schlesinger as
treasurer.

Harry Gould Injured
Ft.

Worth — Harry

Gould,

manager

of

the Palace, has his feet in plaster casts
following fractures of both heels when he
fell from a ladder in the theatre’s engine
room. He was determined, however to
attend marriage ceremonies for his daughter, Miss Alice Gould, which were to be
held either at the Gould home, or in the
hospital room.

Regent to Houck
New

Orleans — Joy

Houck

has

With

PRINTING

that it's there. Probably no chair is
more thoroughly tested than International (unbiased laboratory test records furnished upon request). It's International's aim to constantly build a
better chair — a chair that will give you
more and more for your money — but
you pay no more. International's prices
are exceptionally low, when you realize the desirable material they include.

CO.

can’t do better than to choose
International.”

WIL-MN
321

A lot of program
for a little money.
Fast Service . . . Samples on Request.
Hoopeston,

manship in volume production and insists upon rigid standards of precision
manufacture. International is not satisfied simply to build all the quality it
can into its seats — It proves the fact

“You

Postcard
PROGRAMS
Size

KNOX

International is ''The Quality Chair" in
the moderate price field, because it is
built of exceptionally good materials.
International has pioneered fine crafts-

acquired

the Regent Theatre and has changed its
name to the Rio. A 10-cent top on a
double-feature policy will prevail.

at Daingerfield

built in a new concrete projection room at
the Morris Theatre and has installed upholstered seats.

local

New Orleans Film Club Is
Formed With 30 Members

Advertise

Renovates

the

Grove. “It and the Lyric, the other Negro
house, are managed by the Miami Business Properties, Inc., which has certain officers and stockholders in common with

PICTORIAL
McNatt

in

¥

anti-trust suit were to file a bill of particulars by May 18 in district court here
relative to the actual damages suffered by
the Cameo and Surf theatres as the result of an alleged monopoly involving Paramount Enterprises, Wometco Theatres, and
eight major distributors.
It is expected taking of testimony will
begin in the near future if the particulars

New

0RESCENT Amusement theatres are in
the midst of a percentage drive, closing June 1. Best boxoffice pickup wins a
new automobile for the manager and cash
bonuses for all employes . . . Paramount
and Knickerbocker theatres have shifted
weekly change dates from Friday to Sunday, opening with a new show on Sunday
afternoon at 3 p. m.

attorneys

¥

S.

Church

Street

CHARLOTTE
Phone 8620

“Everything

1
1

150 Walton
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ATLANTA
Phone WALnut

4613

1

for the theatre except film.”
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Momand

Anti-Trust

Hearing Saturday
Oklahoma

City — Arguments

by

major

Judge Murrah passed consideration of
the latest motions in the case until May
20, when some action may have been set
in the federal government’s own suit
against the same firms on similar allegations. The department of justice suit was
filed late last month and the defendants
have 20 days in which to make their replies.
The court here has sustained demurrers
to the Momand suits on two occasions, but
in each instance permission was granted
Momand to amend his pleadings, thus
keeping the suits alive.
The government seeks to prevent allegedly illegal combinations by injunction
while Momand is attempting to collect
damages.

Salisbury,

Union Local

N. C. — Marshall

There were three gala premieres with
advanced prices and reserved seats:
"Stagecoach,"
Up," and

“Three Smart

Girls Grow

"East Side of Heaven;"

Cole Is Severing Tie
With Jefferson Co.
Cole, circuit operator

Change
Dallas — Film

at Madisonville
exchanges

were
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town talking about “Rose of Washington
Square.’’ The film showed Miss Faye with
hands against cheek and dreamy look in
her eyes . . . Patchen had the rose stuck
into the photo so that its stem went
through her hands giving the effect of
Alice Faye actually holding the rose
against her cheek. With fast work in fixing the photos and a crew delivering the
thousand to every downtown office building and business firm the stunt clicked.

Buddy Moran of the local Republic exchange of which Sol Davis is check-signer
informs us that 100 changes have been
set for “Man of Conquest” over the state
and that nowhere are salesmen finding it
difficult to make deals for bookings on
the film. It’s a natural for these parts
and a nicely done film.
“Moonlight Sonata,” the Lothar Mendes
production in which Jan Paderewski does
a lot of ivory tickling, has been dated by
T. B. Noble jr. for the State Theatre soon
. . . Bryant Washburn, old-timer in the
business, in the burg on RKO’s “Search
for Talent,” astounded one and all with
his youthfulness not only in appearance
but in every move he made. While here he
crossed paths with Barrett Kiesling,
M-G-M goodwill contact man, and they
had a genuine old-time chat just before
Barrett had to catch a train to attend the
Interstate meeting at Houston. Seems as
though Barrett’s first big job was
publicity man for Washburn when
was one of the topnotch leading
his day. Each of the boys trotted
assortment of jokes for those who
on the leave-taking.

^TRAILERS

l—JimTRIlDinG

notified

this week by J. G. Long that his circuit
with headquarters in Bay City, had taken
over the Madison in Madisonville from A1
Stoddard.

T P€RSorua

I^B

in

south Texas, with headquarters in Rosenberg, told film men he was withdrawing
from his affiliation with Jefferson Amusement Co., and that he would henceforth
handle bookings from his own office.
Besides Rosenberg, Cole operates in
Richmond, Eagle Lake, Wallas, Needville,
Hallettsville and Yoakum. Mart Cole jr.
is general director of operations, and Arthur Hjorth is secretary of the circuit.

4 STAR WBW

VIS UGRAPHIE

Promotion stunt: Credit to Pat Patchen
of Standard Theatres. He secured 1,000
colored photos of Alice Faye, bought beautiful short-stemmed red roses and pulled
a stunt not too expensive, but which set the

F. Ramsey

was elected president of the local union
of Motion Picture Projectionists and State
Technicians at the regular meeting here.
Other officers are W. F. Fleming, vicepresident; C. J. Ritchie, secretary-treasurer; J. B. Hahaley, business agent; H. S.
Ryan, chaplain, and H. W. Porter, sentry.

^

and

four given "first showings:" "Wuthering Heights," "Zenobia," "Made for
Each Other" and "King of the Turf."

Dallas — Mart

CITY

Otho Rhode,
y stunt,
e manage
r inno publicit
exchang
WAS Warner
F. local
sists when some folks unknown hurled a
brick through the exchange windows with
a note attached urging them to burn the
print of “Nazi Spy” being shown currently at the Criterion Theatre here. It made
the local newspapers which believed it an
exploitation stunt, but Rhode insists no
soap and explains such publicity is harmful, for parents will get leery about letting
their kiddies go for fear of violence at
the theatre where the film is showing.

Miami — Looking back over its season, the Lincoln staff is drawing a big
breath of relief as it realizes just how
big a winter it really did have with its
record of more world premieres and
first showings than it has ever before
exhibited in a single season.

film producers and distributors, and by
the Griffith Amusement Co. attorneys for
dismissal of suits against them by A. B
Momand, who has alleged combinations in
restraint of trade and asks $4,500,000 damages, were to be heard by Judge A. P.
Murrah in federal district court here this
Saturday.

Heads

OK1LA.

A Miami Record in
World Premieres

QTLRriTR

that of
Bryant
men of
out an
sat in

Standard stepped a little out of the
beaten path in helping put over the Gateway to Hollywood gag here. Jimmy Burge
got the screen test of Mary Jane Barnes
and ran it while the Search was on at a
local radio station. She’s the little lady
from Oklahoma City who was a runner-up
in the first Search. Winners here were a
little miss with a sweet voice and plenty of
personality, Novaline Payne, and Jack
Wilson of the University of Oklahoma.
Miss Payne warbles for KOCY here and
Wilson for WNAD at Norman, although he
used to have a program on WKY here also.
Standard

Theatres

has

signed for 26

50 -word announcements, day and night,
on KOMA

here.
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keep out competition, was booking on the
Row this week.

(Continued from page 72)
Harris and Lou Baxley. She is the former
Florine Lemburg, who was in the Dallas
office of Alexander Film Co. for many
years.

Jack Adams, long an independent film
distributor, has built a fine home on the
shore of Eagle Mountain Lake near Ft.
Worth and seems thoroughly happy with
his selection.

ID) A

IL IL A

The body of a drowned victim identified as W. E. Barnes, former employe of
Alexander Film Co., was raised to the surface of White Rock Lake by a fisherman.
The inquest gave suicide as cause of death.
Barnes came into this territory about three
weeks ago, according to several who were
questioned concerning his identity.
Rubin Frels of Victoria spent two days
on the Row, booking . . . Alfred Sack, head
of Sack Enterprises, has been in Hollywood in the interest of more product for
his exchange.
At the Variety Club Tuesday night, Wallace Walthall was patronizing one of the
departments and at the same time conversing with I. Brode. In back of him a
well groomed gentleman was entertaining
himself by playing with a lever. Their
backs were turned. Suddenly there was a
clink and a clank, followed by the man at
the lever asking, “Is there a Walthall in the
house?” He added, “The voice I hear sounds
like that of Henry B. Walthall.” Wallace
then introduced himself to Bryant Washburn, whom he met for the first time. The
former film actor was a guest of the club
that evening. He knew the late and great
actor, Henry B. Walthall, intimately in
Hollywood. On second thought, Wallace
has a voice similar to that of his brother.
Forrest Dunlap, sales manager for American Desk Mfg. Co., has returned from
Mexico City where he journeyed on theatre seating business . . . S. L. Oakley,
manager of the Dallas branch of Jefferson Amusement Co., has been vacationing
down Miami way and doing some deep
sea fishing off the Florida coast.
Stout Jackson, tent show man operating around the Robstown and Alice areas,
was on the Row seeking pictures for his
enterprise . . . Page Ripley! Charley Barker, operator of the theatre in Frost and
cashier of the bank there, told friends
here he simply could not operate his theatre on Saturday. However, he runs every
other day in the week.
B. H. Haralson of Allied Poster is about
ready to move into his new home. In addition to his poster duties, Haralson has
reopened his theatre at Frisco.
Construction has started on Interstate’s
new neighborhood theatre in south Austin,
according to Jack Elder, of the circuit’s
building and maintenance department . . .
Dallas friends received announcement of
Victor Fry’s graduation from the Tyler
High School. He is the youngest of three
sons of S. G. and Mrs. Fry in Tyler.
Jack Lilly, who was recently elected
president of the Greenville chamber of
commerce, made the opening address at
the East Texas Press Ass’n meeting in
Greenville last week.
D. B. English of Tahoka, who told friends
he had leased all available buildings to
BOXOFFICE

:: May

20, 1939

Audry Cox, of Lamesa, was in town with
three booking books, with two theatres
in Lamesa and one in the neighboring
town of Somerville.
Johnny Long has taken over the Madison Theatre in Madisonville from A1 Stoddard, which leaves the latter out of show
business, it was said, with R. B. Weatherall remaining there as owner of the Plaza.
The Long circuit, with headquarters in
Bay City, operates about 30 theatres.
Weatherall opened in Madisonville about
two years ago.
Two Texas winners were selected this
week in the Jesse L. Lasky “Gateway to
Hollywood” search for talent and were
presented on the Majestic stage Wednesday night. They were Tom Collins, of
Dallas and Dorothy Womack, of Houston.
Bryant Washburn, former silent star, and
Dave Todd, Lasky scouts, conducted the
Dallas auditions and interviewed 200 applicants.

Sack Takes Over National
Rights for Negro Films
Los Angeles — National Distribution
rights to the all-Negro product turned
out by Million Dollar Productions, local
independent company, have been acquired
for Sack Amusement Enterprises by Alfred
N. Sack, general manager, who has been
here for more than a week.
Million Dollar has produced five features
thus far for the 1938-39 season, all distributed by Sack, and will make three more
to complete the program. The 1939-40
slate will comprise eight pictures also.
Harry Popkin is president and executive
producer, with Leo C. Popkin in charge
of production.
Sack has returned to Dallas, his headquarters. A branch will be opened in New
York August 1, with another office to be
opened here shortly thereafter, giving the
company five exchanges.

Oklahoma Defendanls
Request More Time
Oklahoma

Tex. — Roy

Dallas — Sales

associate

producer at Universal, has had his contract renewed for a year.

ALO

315 s. harwood

COOLING
BUFFALO

the

local

Tex. — Latest

type sound

equip-

ment has been installed in the Westex,
according to B. J. Edwards, manager for
the Griffith interests. A new cooling system was also recently installed.

FRONTS

ENGINEERING

AND

LOBBIES

pull
them'Sin.
KING
individual treatment of theatre auditoriums please patrons inside.

KING’S

See KING

for Theatre Remodeling and Re-vamping.
KNOWING HOW
SINCE 1910
PLANS FREE

V. Starling, owner

Goldsmith,

by

Sound and Cooling at Olney
Olney,

Re-Signed for Year

BUFF

reported

branch of National Theatre Supply: L. M.
Threet’s Overton Theatre, Overton, Tex.,
mechanisms, lamps, generator, lenses,
screen, vacuum cleaner and miscellaneous
items: Threet’s Texan, Lufkin, mechanisms; Emile George’s Lincoln, Port Arthur,
popcorn machine; S. H. Deanda jr.’s Community, Van Horn, sound system; Strand,
Uvalde, screen.

and operator of the Grove at Pleasant
Grove, has purchased a building on the
square which he will remodel for a theatre.
He is a former Dallas film salesman. With
the new house, Mesquite will have two
theatres, C. M. An ding owning and operating the Colonial.

Hollywood — Ken

of

NTS , Dallas , Sales

Starling Buys Site
Mesquite,

City — Citing the necessity

assembling data, defendants in the department of justice anti-trust suit have
asked for an extension of time in which
to file answers.
Four Griffith company motions asked 60
days from the serving of summonses on
May 1. United Artists and Columbia asked
40 days. Paramount, Loew’s, Vitagraph,
Universal and 20th-Fox asked until July 1.
The motions by distributors pointed out
that the central offices are in New York
and that arrangements for attorneys have
just been completed.

ON REMODELING

KING

SCENIC

JOB

CO.

20 1 1 V2 Jackson St.
DALLAS

EQUIPMENT
CO., INC.

Dallas, Texas
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HOUSTON
BILL BELL,jestic,publicity
director for the Madowntown Interstate theatre, was
married

recently to Miss Elin Margaret

Parker. Miss Parker, an attractive “red
head,” was formerly a professional model.
Bell was divorced from Mrs. Martha Bell
last October.
The Houston public library can boast of
being one of the few libraries possessing
the original shooting script of a moving
picture feature. Ray Jones, Majestic manager, and Bill Bell, publicity director, presented the script of “Union Pacific” to
Miss Julia Ideson, librarian, the day the
picture opened in Houston. “Union Pacific”
neared the Majestic attendance record the
first week and was held over.
The wives of five Houston theatre men
rebelled at the idea of attending the recent Interstate convention at Galveston
and made up a convention party of their
own in the opposite direction — San Antonio. Those enjoying the holidays were
Mrs. A1 Lever, Mrs. Bob Kelly, Mrs. W. W.
Parsons, Mrs. Ray Jones and Mrs. Bill Bell.
Dick Hyland, the Warner publicity director for the southern district, was in
Houston this week getting acquainted with
newspaper people. Hyland has just taken
over his new job with headquarters at Dallas. He attended the Interstate convention
at Galveston.
Pat Daily has been made

assistant man-

ER of the HarLYNNe KRUEG
AGER Theatr
jyjAN
landale
treated the kids in his
neighborhood to a free show the other
night as “Clean-up Week” opened here
with a parade through the main business
street of this southern portion of Santone.
The Harlandale Service Club has sponsored
the drive to rid the community of all old
tin cans and weeds which were exchanged
for theatre admission tickets one night
during the past week.
KTSA Newsnotes: Beatrice Morin, former theatre organist, is back at the Novachord regularly . . . Miss Jean Hatton,
ex-secretary to Production Manager Buster “Bill” Bryan, is in Dallas visiting her
sister . . . The station soon will become a
unit of the Frontier Broadcasting Co.
Exhibitors in south Texas, Austin, El
Paso and the Hill Country are requested
to send in their news items direct to Boxoffice,

Santone

Editor, 531 North
Thanx!

Branch,

St., San

Lester

Ketner,

Antonio, Tex.

In tune with the city election May 9,
the National Theatre played the Azteca

The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Quality Theatre Equipment & Supplies
1912% Morris Ave.
Phone 3-8665
BIRMINGHAM. ALA.
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ager of the Majestic and Alvin Dear, who
recently left the Interstate company for
the Horwitz Homefolks chain, has returned
to the Interstate fold as Majestic treasurer. Bob Monell of the Interstate personnel staff recently married Miss Dolly
Dunson.
Homer (Mac) Macallon, publicity director of Loew’s State, and Frank Deering,
manager, are sticking their chests out at
the success of a recent Mother’s Day contest which brought them reams of publicity. In cooperation with the Houston
Press, Loew’s offered a Sunday dinner at a
swank downtown cafe to the family whose
mother was best extolled in a letter. One
hundred of the mothers and writing children of the contest were given a matinee
theatre party at Loew’s
Without

to see “Prison

Bars.”

Round Rock Theatre Bow
Made a Civic Event
Round

Rock,

Tex. — Wallace

W.

Rucker,

former Dallas film man, opened his new
Rock Theatre on May 12, the opening going over big for three days. It is modem
and well equipped. The Round Rock
Leader issued a special edition with many
complimentary ads and with the entire
first page devoted to the theatre.
The chamber of commerce honored the
Rucker family which included Mrs. Rucker
and Wallace jr., at a diner in the Roberston Cafe. Local business men are keenly interested in the success of the new
enterprise brought here by the Ruckers.

Film, “Mi Canadidto,” meaning “My Candidate” in English . . . “Union Pacific,”
which played to satisfactory business at
the Majestic for a week’s run, was moved
over to the Texas Saturday for an extended engagement of several days.
Leo Mooty of the Paramount exchange
shipping department is boating and fishing
down Corpus Christi way . . . Two Gulf
Coastal city theatremen paid the local
Azteca Film office a visit last week. They
were Bruce Collins and Henri Piller, both
of Corpus Christi . . . Ellison’s Stable, a
dine-dance hall on North Flores St., is
showing free motion pictures for their customers every Sunday night.
Billy Brown, usher at the Texas Theatre,
is counting the days now. He can hardly wait until June 1, when he is bound for
the Dominion of Canada to work for a
photographic outfit. Bill has had several
of his pictures in Life, Popular Photography, Boxoffice and other trade publications.
Looking back ten years ago: D. W.
Griffith, the famed film producer was visiting here and expressed his belief that
the advent of talkies will make it necessary for picture producers soon to turn
to new locales. There will be great demand for outdoor scenes, he said, and
Hollywood cannot supply them all. His
next picture then was “The Cradle of the

Convention in Hollywood
Interstate Possibility
Dallas — Some

talk

been

going

it happens, about 150 managers and executive employes will move to the coast for
about a week.
The Interstate convention for this year,
just closed at Galveston, was devoted to
circuit routine with the highlight being
good citizenship as stressed by President
Karl Hoblitzelle. He impressed managers
with the importance of being wide awake
to opportunities for theatres to serve in
all civic movements.

Suit Over Hermit Fire
Won

by Griffiths

Kermit,

Tex. — Decision

was

rendered

in

favor of the R. E. Griffith Amusement
Co. in the case of S. Replin, dry goods
merchant, against that circuit, who
charged negligence as aftermath of a fire
which destroyed the Texas Theatre and
also four or more other business buildings.
Replin claimed the circuit did not have
a standard fireproof booth. The fire occurred in December, 1937, soon after Griffith bought the house from Lester Dollison.

Griffith produced models in court to
show the booth was standard. The circuit
was represented by Keaton, Wells and
Johnston, of Oklahoma City, and by W. S.
Kerr, of Pecos, where the case was heard
in federal court.
C. B. (Brownie) Akers, formerly with
Griffith as West Texas district manager,
and B. J. McKenna, general manager of
Griffith Amusement Co., Oklahoma City,
were in Pecos for the hearing.

Dixon s Haskell Reopened
Like Hollywood Premiere
Dallas

— Donald

Dixon’s

new

Haskell

Theatre reopened in Hollywood premiere
style with Klieg lights and all the trimmings following its destruction by fire on
March 9. The house is slightly larger
than the old, seating 360 downstairs and
140 in the balcony. The front is of tan
stucco, with blue borders, and V-type marquee. The interior scheme is brown with
indirect lighting. The job is very modem
and compares favorably with any of the
other streamlined theatres here.
Dixon came to Dallas several years ago
and purchased the Haskell from Paul
Scott. He formerly lived in Lincoln,
Neb., where he received his theatre training from the old Publix circuit.
The giant searchlights out in front for
the opening were furnished by Roy C. Lee
and his crew of technicians.
BOXOFFICE

Deep.”

has

round, and in Interstate circles, that the
1940 annual convention for this circuit
may be held in Hollywood. The idea is
presented, however, as only a probability
and not a promise. The suggestion arises
from value of inspiration the entire Interstate organization would receive in actually seeing motion pictures being made.
A visit to Hollywood has always been the
goal of everybody connected with theatre
and film business, it was pointed out. If
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A British Proposal
Admission

Tax One

London, Eng. — Relief for the British
cinema operators, by taking a penny (two
cents)

off the admission tax, was announced by Sir John Simon, chancellor
of the exchequer, in presenting his budget
which increased taxes on tea, tobacco and
a number of other items.
Sir John said he wished to make an adjustment in connection with entertainment
duty. He recalled that last year he gave
an undertaking to review the working of
the entertainment duty, especially
plication to the living theatre.

UA-ites on Coast —
Dave Griesdorf of Winnipeg, Frank
Young of Chicago and Victor Rachon
of Winnipeg at the annual United Artists sales convention in Los Angeles.

its ap-

“I must say that I think the chief difficulty under which the living theatre is
laboring is the rival attraction of the
cinema. At the same time I realize that
the duty does aggravate

the disability from

Delayed Arrival Alters
Programs But Slightly
Ottawa — While considerable confusion
was encountered in the delay of arrival in
the Canadian capital by Their Majesties
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, with
a shortening of the royal visit in Ottawa,
the programs of local theatres were but
slightly revised and the crowds of outof-town sightseers were up to expectations.
The majority of Ottawa theatres had arranged extra midnight shows on Tuesday
night. May 16, in advance of the arrival
of the royal party, and the late performances were held as intended because of
the throng of spectators. Theatre schedules were increased during the celebration, with downtown houses starting the
day’s performances
at noon.
Working

At the UA Meet —
Haskell M. Masters, left, Canadian division manager for United Artists, and
Charles Stern, eastern district manager, en route from the UA convention
in Los Angeles.

at 10 a. m. instead

shifts were

Would

arranged

of

so that

half of a theatre’s employes were given
ample opportunity to witness a historical
ceremonial in turn, theatre attendance being at a minimum when the big ceremonies were in progress anyway.
Prior to the royal visit, the theatres
in Ottawa had been given a thorough
cleaning and refurbishing along with many
other commercial structures.

which

Cut

Penny
the living theatre suffers and Parliament, I think, would wish to help it.

“In the circumstances I am prepared
to concede some additional relief. I propose a further reduction of duty of one
penny per admission throughout the greater part of the duty scale, to take effect
as from September 3. This would cost
£190,000 this year and £290,000 in a full
Recompense
Sir John

Through

wished

Revision

to provide

for these two

losses of revenue approximately by a modification of the duty on film, both blank
and picture film.
He proposed putting an excise duty on
year.”
photographic films and plates manufactured in Britain. The rate of duty he proposed was 4y2d a square foot, which would
be equivalent to about 2d on the most
popular size of roll film commonly used
by amateur photographers. X-ray films
and dental films used for medical and
scientific purposes would be exempted.
Sir John had a further reason for proposing this duty because a considerable
quantity of film came into the country
under customs provisions which must be
revised.
As he did not wish to hamper the production of British pictures, he proposed to
allow a rebate equal to the excise duty
on whatever waste occurred in the studio.
Concurrently with the imposition of excise duty the customs duty on blank film
and plate would be increased to 9d a
linear foot on blank film coming from
abroad. Present duty on imported picture
films was 5d a linear foot on negatives
and Id a linear foot on positives.
It was

a common

practice

to avoid

the

higher duty by never importing any negative copy tout by importing a single positive copy at Id a foot and reproducing
copies.
Sir John proposed in future to charge
the higher rate on the first copy of each
film imported, whether positive or negative,
and to allow subsequent copies or prints
to come in at the lower rate.
The

customs

duties

would

be increased

to 6d for the first film and to 2d a subsequent film per linear foot.
Films which contained only sound track
or were of less than standard width would
be admitted at last year’s rates.
He estimated that the yield would be
£800,000 in the current year and £1,000,000
in a full year.
The new
will be:

And From

the North —

R. V. Kiefer (right),
was a guest of RKO
visiting the Hew York
RKO’s eastern and
BOXOFFICE

:: May

of the Kiefer circuit in northwestern Alberta, Canada,
Radio in the company’s reception suite for showmen
World’s Fair. Here he is chatting with Eddie McEvoy,
Canadian sales manager.
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K

scale

of

entertainment

duty

Halfpenny on seats not exceeding Is
3 y2d, compared with 8V2d seats.
A penny on seats not exceeding Is 5d,
compared with lid;
Three halfpence on seats not exceeding
Is 7y2d, compared with Is iy2d, and
Two pence on seats not exceeding Is
lOd, compared with Is 4d.
On higher priced seats it will average
about a penny less than the old rate.
It is proposed that these changes shall
take effect as from September 3 next.
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Ontario Censors Alert to Curb

Film Seizure Draws

Insidious Propaganda

Ottawa Editorial

Toronto — The

Ontario

board

of moving

picture censors found it necessary to use
extreme caution to prevent the spread of
film propaganda during the past year, insidious views in pictures being more of a
problem than indecency, according to the
annual report of Chairman O. J. Silverthorne issued at Toronto, who pointed
out that the censors had found it impossible to prevent reference to European
“isms” in all releases. It had been decided, however, that films of this nature
must be in line with the thought in Ontario and with the policies expressed by
the Provincial government.
Only two features were rejected by the
Ontario board during the 12 months ending March 31 last and one of these was
imported from Soviet Russia. Important
revision also had to be made in a number of European features including two
from Poland, two from Germany and a
Yiddish picture, the titles of which were
not revealed. A total of 2,681 subjects,
including features and shorts, had been
examined and 380 were revised or had deletions.
There had been many complaints about
gangster films, Chairman Silverthorne declared, but there was something far more
serious in the world today than gangster
themes, in that world peace and security
were being jeopardized by “national gangsters” of a type far worse than had ever
been seen on the screen.
The board continued to follow its adopted course of prohibiting ridicule of any
religious denomination; subjects tending
to debase morals; prolonged passionate
love scenes when suggesting immorality;
loose conduct between men and women;
excessive drinking and scenes which might
provide instruction in crime.
One year ago he had expressed severe
criticism of the general tone of British
pictures, but this had now been unnecessary because the British producer had
demonstrated that he could adapt his
product to the American market, record
runs and increased attendance for British
films indicating that the public appreciated the improvement.
Chairman Silverthorne complimented
the industry in Ontario on its showing with
respect to fire prevention, declaring in his
report that, with only one film fire and
three fires in theatres, the showing was
better than could be produced in any
other Province or State on this Continent
during the past fiscal year.

Stand Finds Approval
Montreal — Several

resolutions

passed

by

the Northern District Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union at its annual meeting
here asked that the next Dominion WCTU
convention be requested to send to the
American WCTU an expression of endorsement of their efforts to have drinking
scenes in cinema productions reduced.
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Films

The Winnipeg Tribune
Reminds of Censors
Winnipeg — “Betting

on

the ponies

is a

far safer pastime than attempting to predict which film a censor board will ban
next,” reads an article by Ben Lepkin,
Winnipeg correspondent of Boxoffice, in
the Tribune.
In a measure, the article in the Tribune
set out to reveal to what an extent censorship prevails throughout the Dominion,
although “we have no single official body
exercising the functions of a censor over
all forms of artistic activity. Instead this
power is wielded both by the Dominion
government and by separate provincial
bodies set up for this purpose.”
The item after citing the banning of
the American magazine Ken as an illustration of censorship of journals, returns to
listing the vagaries of film censorship as
follows:
“For instance the Ontario board of moving picture censors passed without comment from the citizens of Ontario ‘Wuthering Heights’ which Quebec had banned.
Now in a formal resolution the city council of Brantford, Ont., has asked the
Ontario board to ban the picture, 'The
Story of Alexander Graham Bell,’ not because the good burghers of Brantford believe it will injure anybody’s morals, but
‘because any story of the life of Graham
Bell in which his residence in Brantford
and his connection with the telephone
during that time is not given a proper
place would not be founded on fact. The
showing of this picture as at present constituted will do an injustice not only to
the city of Brantford but to the province
as a whole and would create a false impression in the minds of the public as to
the facts in connection with the life of
Graham Bell.’
“Now if the Ontario board of censors
does not take into account the fact that
Bell spent eight months as a health-seeker
in their town three years before he began
his telephone experiments, and thus performs its duty in the interests of historical truth, the citizens of Brantford will
be exceedingly wroth with it.
“Nor is the west immune to these
vagaries. Some time ago the Manitoba
board decreed that a certain film must
not be shown here until a portion of it
had been cut out. The Saskatchewan censor, who occupies a chair next to the
representative of Manitoba, found nothing
wrong with the picture, and passed it
along intact, thereby subjecting to its baleful influence the people of Saskatchewan,
who, it seems, are of a hardier moral fibre.
“Neither is radio to escape scot free.
Going to bat on behalf of the tots of
Toronto, General J. C. Draper, Toronto’s
chief of police, has started a movement

Montreal — The

Quebec

Attorney-Gen-

eral’s office has seized for investigation a
German film shown before a German club
in Montreal. Police stopped the showing
on the technical grounds that the film had
not been passed by the censor and that
the club held no license permitting it to
charge admission for such a showing.
“Any

German film under such circumstances would in these days be suspected

as propaganda,” comments the -Ottawa
Citizen, “and it is perhaps not that the
Quebec provincial police claim this particular one, ‘Pour Le Merite*’ is a glorification of the Nazi regime.
“Most films coming out of German studios are propagandist in intent, as Soviet
Russian films were previously. ‘Pour Le
Merite’ presents a history of the German
air force from 1916 on. This period, of
course, would cover episodes of the Great
War, the making of the peace treaty of
Versailles which rendered Germany utterly
impotent in the air — except for certain
civil lines of communication — and the
gradual breaking away from the limitations
imposed until today, when the Nazi Reich
stands again confident in air might.
“The title of the film is that of the
German decoration which General Goering
is said to prize the most ... In the present state of aircraft lack, both in Canada
as well as Great Britain and France, it
might be a salutary experience to see this
film which the Quebec provincial police
have seized. But it is not likely to be
distributed for general release in Canadian
theatres, even in these days of film propaTwo

ganda and
counter
propaganda.”
or
three
German
films have been

passed recently by Alberta board of censors, according to the chairman, Rev.
Robert Pearson. He described them as
“mostly old plays or historical pictures,
with no propaganda or other material
which should not be shown

in Canada.”

Assign Playwright
Hollywood

— Curt

Goetz,

Swiss

play-

wright, has been assigned to script Metro’s
“The Road to Rome,” a play by Robert
Sherwood, which Joseph Mankiewicz will
produce as a Clark Gable-Myrna Loy starrer.
to censor blood-and-thunder radio programs which, the chief feels, are not good
for the little ones. He seems determined
to nip in the bud the possibility of any
little Canadian boy growing up into another Orson Welles.
“For a country which has no official
censorship we seem to be doing pretty
Since the above appeared in the Winnipeg Tribune the magazine Ken has been
readmitted to Canada according to an official announcement from government circles. “Wuthering Heights” passed the
Manitoba
censor without trouble or any
well.”
deletion. The fuss over “Alexander” has
received thorough coverage in Boxoffice.
BOXOFFICE
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Favor a Concilialion
Board for N. S.

Toronto — The

Toronto — The

decision

to

create

a

con-

ciliation board for the province of Nova
Scotia as a voluntary measure to obviate
the necessity of enactment of the film exchange act by the N. S. government is a
move which has met with approval
throughout the film trade in the Dominion, reference being made, in this connection, to the established conciliation
committee which has been functioning for
months as a sub-unit of the Toronto board
of trade, film section, with jurisdiction
over the province of Ontario.
During the critical period of the Nova
Scotia situation, N. A. Taylor of Toronto,
vice-president of the Independent Theatres
Ass’n of Ontario, came out with this statement: “There is not a fair-minded person
in this industry who would not rather see
evils corrected by discussion and agreement than by legislation.” Incidentally,
Mr. Taylor is one of the two representatives of the independent theatre owners
on the local board and recently sponsored
a resolution of appreciation for the progress by the committee in the way of definite results.
Representation on the Nova Scotia board
has four of the eight members directly
responsible to the independent exhibitors,
of which there are 45 in that province,
according to a recent compilation. This
is in the ratio of one member for each 11
theatres. Chain houses in the province are
18 in number and these will have two representatives, while the eight major film
distributors will have two members. Chain
theatres are divided as follows: Famous
Players Canadian Corp., five houses; F. G.
Spencer Co., Ltd., 11, and M. Herschorn,
two, the latter being affiliated with Famous Players. Four of the five FP houses are
situated in Halifax, these being the Capitol, Casino, Family and Garrick, and there
is one, the Capitol, in Sydney Mines.
The eight major film exchanges directly
interested, through the Motion Picture Dis-

fjAROLD BISHOP
a visit the other
mother of Deanna
star. Mrs. Durbin
for some time. She
to Bishop to visit
cation.

of the Capitol received
day from Mrs. Durbin,
Durbin, Winnipeg born
is visiting in the city
extended an invitation
the family on his va-

Dave Griesdorf, manager of the TJA Winnipeg office, is back from his company’s
convention at Los Angeles.
Paul Nathanson, vice-president of Empire Universal, left for Calgary and Vancouver after a brief visit here.
Col. John Cooper, secretary of the Motion Picture Distributors of Canada, is in
the city.
Nat. Rothstein, operating the Rothstein
enterprises, was married here on May 7.
Mr. and Mrs. Rothstein are honeymooning
BOXOFFICE
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"60 Glorious Years"
Follows Royal Tour

Cash Game Restrictions
Grow More Severe
possibility

of the spread

of any theatre stunts which smack of
lotteries or other games of chance has
lessened considerably through the recent action of Hon. Gordon Conant,
attorney-general
ing the arrest
clubs

and

for Ontario,
of

other

officials

sponsors

in

order-

of service
of "draws"

for prizes under the guise of "associate
memberships," charitable purposes or
premium inducements. The Dominion
government

has

also

closed

down

on

similar undertakings in which there is
an element of chance. Bank Nights
are absolutely
cumstances.

taboo

under

all

cir-

tributors of Canada, comprise: RKO

Radio

Pictures, United Artists Corp., Ltd., Paramount Film Service, Regal Films, Ltd., Columbia Pictures of Canada, Ltd., 20th Century-Fox Films, Ltd., Empire-Universal
Films, Ltd., and Vitagraph, Ltd.
The establishment of conciliation boards
in all of the six key cities across the
Dominion has been under consideration for
some time, with the board at Toronto
being regarded in the nature of an experiment, but the Nova Scotia crisis hastened the step in that Province, it is surmised, and similar boards may be established in other provinces. L. M. Devaney
of RKO Radio, chairman of the committee at Toronto, was one of two general
managers who recently traveled to Halifax
city.
to consult government officials in that

Feature

Lynne

Hollywood — Lynne

“Sixty

Glorious

Years,”

glori-

fying the life of Queen Victoria, had its
Canadian premiere in the Capitol Theatre
in Ottawa, under highly auspicious circumstances and continued as the attraction throughout the state visit of the
British monarchs in the Dominion capital.
The picture, released in Canada by RKO
Radio, was next presented at the Capitol
Theatre, Cornwall, Ont., followed by its
Toronto opening at the Uptown Theatre,
then the Capitol Theatre in Kingston,
Ont., and the Regent Theatre, Oshawa,
these dates coinciding with the royal visit.
Many other bookings are to follow, with
six prints lined up for practically solid
bookings throughout Ontario, with numerous engagements in the western provinces
timed with the royal tour. Further bookings in Ontario include: Hamilton, June 1;
London, June 2; Woodstock, June 3; Windsor and Sudbury, June 5, and Brantford,
June 7, with others in quick succession
along the line. The Royal Party is scheduled to be in Sudbury on June 5, on their
return trip from the Pacific Coast; in
Windsor and London, June 6; Hamilton,
June

7, proceeding the same day to Niagara Falls when they will cross into the
United States for the official visits at
Washington and New York City for four
days, returning to Canadian soil June 12
and then to the Maritime Provinces where
the British historical picture will also be
seen at Fredericton, St. John, Charlottetown, Halifax and other cities while the
British monarchs will be en tour.

Overman

Overman

will

be

fea-

tured in “Dog Show Murder,” which Stuart Palmer is scripting for Paramount.
Story to Morros
Hollywood — Boris

Toronto —

Morros

Shows Church Approval
On Program
Ottawa — The

has

pur-

chased film rights to Jules Verne’s “Around
the World in 80 Days.”

in the United States.
The outstanding exploitation work being
done by George McComber of the Port
Arthur Lyceum is the subject of considerable approving comment from various
quarters.
Winnipeg visitors: A. E. Mellon, Elite,
Portage; Mrs. G. P. Roberts, Capitol, Brandon; S. B. Kennedy, Selkirk; Dan Sutherland, Fairview, Vancouver; J. C. Allan,
Oak Lake; R. F. LaLiberte, St. Cloude;
Harry Hurwitz, Tivoli, Saskatoon; Harry
Lyone, Hollywood, Saskatoon; J. Saitzow,
Melville, Sask.
Sam Krupp and Joe Lerner have joined
the local staff of Grand National . . . Mrs.
M. Heppner, wife of the operator of the
Colonial, is leaving for a trip to Europe
... A. Adelman of the Selkirk Avenue
State has been out of town for a few days.

Posters

Francais

Theatre,

long-

established Ottawa house which caters to
the French-speaking population of the
Canadian capital, has established a form
of film censorship of its own in cooperation with the ecclesiastical authorities.
The procedure takes the form of pasting a printed slip on the posters or other
displays on the theatre front which designates approval of the current program.
This affixed announcement is bilingual in
the use of the French and English languages. The top line reads: “Valeur Morale
Bon Pour Tous.” Immediately below are
the words: “Morally suitable for all.”
Manager Omer Paquin of the Francais
sends out a bilingual herald under a halfcent mailing privilege of the Dominion
government to an extensive list of patrons,
in which press book matrices are generously used.

I. M. RICE
Canada
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^■HE past week marked the arrival in Canada of four people — the British monarchs stepped foot on Canadian soil for a
slightly delayed tour — and H. M. Masters,
general manager, and Sam Glaser, Toronto
branch manager of United Artists Corp.,
Ltd., reached Toronto after attending the
company convention in Hollywood.
The

latest bulletin

on

the condition

of

J. J. Fitzgibbons, vice-president of Famous Players Canadian Corp., Toronto, is
that he is rapidly recovering from an
operation which was performed at the
Mayo Bros. Clinic at Rochester, Minn.
N. L. Nathanson, president of Famous
Players Canadian Corp., made a trip to
New York City for an important business
conference with Paramount executives.
Vice-President Paul Nathanson and General Manager W. A. Perry of Empire-Universal Films, Ltd., Toronto, spent last weekend in Vancouver, B. C., for a regional
meeting of the distributing company before returning to the Ontario Capital.
James O’Loghlin, general manager of
20th Century-Fox Films, Ltd., Toronto,
spent several days in Montreal to confer
with eastern officials of the firm.
Frank O’Byrne of Associated Screen
News was appointed chief cameraman for
the Toronto visit of the British King and
Queen. As such he is responsible for the
newsreel shots of local ceremonials and
processions for all newsreel companies.
Lou Karp, head-office booker of Famous Players Canadian Corp., and P. Wright
of Empire-Universal Films, Ltd., were
among the first angling devotees to proceed to secret fishing destinations, the
result also being kept a secret. The charge
is that they just went for the trip.

community booster, being a past president
of the local Rotary Club and identified
with various other organizations.
Manager Raymond Allen of the Casino
Theatre has sliced the evening admission
price for the summer from 40 cents to 35
cents and occasionally advertises a bargam night at 30 cents. The return of daylight saving time made the difference.
Manager W. S. Brady of the Madison
Theatre, Toronto, secured a nice tieup with
the Globe and Mail in the publication of a
line across
strip for
Meets

the top of the “Blondie” comic
the engagement of "Blondie

the Boss.”

Mike Wilkes, veteran exploitatio-n manager of United Artists here, traveled across
to Buffalo, N. Y., where his son is a student at the University of Buffalo.

Would Except Ottawa
As Amusement Taxer
Ottawa — Mayor

Stanley

Lewis

of Otta-

wa, secretary of the Ontario Mayors Ass’n,
took time off from his official duties as
chief magistrate of the Canadian capital
in connection with the formal visit of the
British monarchs to grant an exclusive interview to the representative of this paper
regarding
Province
“I am

the proposal for the re-establishment of the amusement tax in the
of Ontario.
solidly in support

of the

move

on the part of the Ontario Mayors Ass’n
to have the provincial legislature enact a
statute which would extend power to the
municipalities to impose a local amusement
tax,”

Jack
News,

Chisholm

of the Associated

Screen

Ltd., spent several days in the Hamilton district to reconnoitre for a forthcoming film.

C. T. Ross, proprietor of the Royal Theatre, Bowmanville, and former president
of the Allied Exhibitors of Ontario, has
been elected president of the smart Bowmanville Baseball Club. Mr. Ross is a real

Kamin Opens Theatre in
St, Catharines, Ont,
Toronto — Coinciding with the annual
Blossom Week Festival of the famed Niagara Peninsula, with its thousands of
fruit orchards and vineyards, was the
opening of the second theatre in St. Catharines, Ont., within three months. Tire
latest

is the Lincoln Theatre, an independent house erected and owned by Paul

Kamin. The opening attraction was “Three
Smart Girls Grow Up.”
The previous opening in St. Catharines
was the Centre Theatre which is owned
by

H.

Freedman

of Toronto,

past

presi-

dent of the Independent Theatres Ass’n.
A chain house is also operated there by
Famous Players Canadian Corp., making
three modem houses for the center.
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he declared emphatically. “I approve the idea because I am in favor of
the principle of permissive legislation but
I am definitely opposed to the enactment
of

any bylaw, under permissive legislation, which would provide for the collection of an amusement tax by the Municipality of Ottawa. I feel that it is not a
proper tax and I do not want to see it
imposed in this city.
“Generally speaking, however, I believe
it is proper for municipalities to have the
right to impose by-laws, but whether they
do so or not is another question. I believe in permissive legislation by the province in the rights of civic government but
it is not necessary to use that privilege,
once it has been obtained. That is my
view with regard to the proposal of the
association for an enactment which would
enable the municipalities to decide whether or not they want an amusement tax.
In the case of Ottawa, however, I am not
in favor of it and would discourage its
adoption

here.”

Frank Myers, Ontario branch manager
of RKO Radio, has been fondling a brand
new fishing rod and reel but has been
unable to get away for a fishing expedition because of the flood of business for
“60

Glorious Years” which has been released in conjunction with the royal visit.

Sumiyside Beach Park opened for the
season on the coldest night in May and
the theatres enjoyed a break with the
amusement-seekers flocking to the cinemas
instead. The first carnival of the season
has made its appearance locally but is
operating outside of the eastern city limits
because of the heavy civic license fee.
Jack Arthur, manager of the big Uptown Theatre, has been wearing a broad
smile because of a forced hold-over of
“Dark Victory” for a second week.
H. Yudin, manager of the new Centre
Theatre, St. Catharines , came to tou>Ji with
a glowing report of good business with
the Niagara district swarming with visitors
for “Blossom

Week.”

Harry Lester, proprietor of the Bonita
Theatre, is off again with a strong softball team which plays for the theatre in
the Withrow Senior League, the Bonitas
being bracketed

in a first-place tie.

Clair Appel, assistant publicity director
of Famous Players, is a grandfather, a
baby having arrived in the home of his
daughter in Calgary.
Sam

Fine, one of the heads

of the B. & F.

Theatre circuit, hurried to northern Ontario for a four-day fishing trip at the
opening of the piscatorial season.
Archie

Laurie,

local sales

manager

of

Empire-Universal Films, and winner of
golfing titles and trophies last year, complained of feeling off-color until he suddenly remembered that he had put in only
nine holes of the Royal and Ancient so
far in 1939.
“Grand Illusion,” French film released
in Canada by Harry J. Allen, general manager of Grand National Films, Ltd., opens
May 22 at the Toronto Hollywood for
a special run following an extensive teaser
campaign.

Trade Shows
Sound

Interest in

System

Exhibit

Toronto — A feature which aroused wide
interest in film trade circles of Ontario
was

the demonstration of the new Northern Electric Mirrophonic master theatre
sound system which was conducted in the
Royal York Hotel here, in conjunction with
the presentation of the same equipment on
the same date in key centers of the United
States and other countries.
The

exhibit, which

was

on

display

for

Hollywood — “Our Town,” the Thornton
Wilder story, has been purchased by Sol
Lesser. It will be made in Technicolor as

three hours during the afternoon, was arranged by the Dominion Sound Equipments, Ltd., Canadian distributor of Western Electric and other theatre equipment
lines, under the direction of F. E. Peters,

one of the Lesser-Lubitsch
UA release.

general manager, and
ronto branch manager

"Our

Town"

to Lesser

productions

for

S. A. Goldham, Toof Dominion Sound.
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MONTREAL
QUTCOME of the 10 per cent admission
tax levied by Quebec City on theatres
is awaited with keen interest. The exhibitors have decided to carry on this month
and see what effect the impost has on
net returns. If the loss is too sharp, they
may decide to close down. The Royal visit,
bringing a host of tourists to the city,
made the past week considerably better
than it would otherwise have been.
Prospect of closing down did not prevent Quebec exhibitors from paying a visit
to the Montreal Filmrow. Among Quebec
visitors were Raymond Gouge of the Rialto
and Mr. and Mrs. Chouinard of the Princess and Imperial. Bill O’Regan of the
Laurier Hull, and Gonzague Tremblay of
the Capitol, Chicoutimi and Palace, Arvida,
were other visitors from a distance . . .
W. Picard looked in cm some of the distributors to inform them he had taken
over the summer theatre at Valois, Que.
Regulations for the Royal visit to Montreal stipulated that “while there will be
no objection to the taking of photographs
or motion pictures of Their Majesties as
they pass along the route, no one will be
allowed to break through the lines, or to
step down from the curb for this purpose.”
A storm at sea on the fourth day of Their
Majesties’ voyage to Quebec caused cancellation of a cinema performance on the
Empress of Australia arranged for that
evening.
“Sixty Glorious Years” was appropriately the fare at Loew’s Montreal theatre
during the week of the Royal visit . . .
Banned for a time, “Angels With Dirty
Faces” is now playing at the Capitol. In
lighter vein, is “Never Say Die” at the
Princess. “Wuthering Heights” played a
fourth week at the Orpheum, and “Dark
Victory” a second at the Palace.
“The Pour Feathers,” which is the rage
of London, has been filmed four times.
After seeing a former version, the author,
A. E. W. Mason, wrote a polite note of
appreciation to Richard Arlen who played
the hero. He got back a postcard with a
facsimile signature: “My Dear Friend —
Thank you for your kind words. I regret
I cannot accede to your request for a
signed photograph. But you may buy one
in either of two sizes on application to my
secretary.”
United Amusement Corp. directors have
declared a dividend of 30 cents on the
“A” and “B” stocks for the period ended
April 30, payable May 31, record May 12
. . . “Gunga Din,” which concluded a week
at the Imperial, has been banned by the
Bombay board of film censors on the
ground that it is unsuitable for exhibition
in Indian cinemas.
Frank

Fay’s show played a week’s engagement at His Majesty’s . . . Confederation Amusements marked the Royal visit
to Montreal by giving away a souvenir in
the form of a plate bearing the portraits
of the King and Queen. The souvenir, for
which an extra charge of 20 cents was
made, was procurable at the Outremont,
Empress, Savoy, Chateau, Cartier, Dominion and Maisonneuve theatres.
BOXOFFICE
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CBC's Policies Win

The new British cruiser, Bonaventure, has
been equipped with a cinema for the entertainment of the crew . . . The British
board of film censors has banned the Russian film, “ Professor Mamlock.” United
Films of London, which is handling the
film, is trying to get the decision reversed.
Snowdon Theatre will start up its airconditioning equipment June 1. Larry
Stephens, manager, anticipates a rush of
hot weather business from people who will
come to the theatre to cool off. The Snowdon, one of the city’s most beautiful theatres, was the first in Montreal to install
air conditioning.
“Use of Slides and Motion Pictures for
Religious Education” was the topic chosen
by Rev. John Peacock for an address to
the Montreal Protestant Ministerial Ass’n.
... A cine camera and projector was the
Duke

of Windsor’s birthday gift to Princess Elizabeth . . . “ Goodbye , Mr. Chips”
was shown to Their Majesties at the reception given them in London by U. S.
Ambassador Kennedy two nights before
their departure for Canada.
Jules Levy, RKO general sales manager,
came here from New York for the opening
of “Sixty Glorious Years” at Loew’s . . .
M. Plottel, manager of RKO’s Montreal
office, is making a bid for leadership in
the George J. Schaefer Drive. The Montreal office is second at the time of writing. The drive ends June 2.
John Casey has presented Miss Mildred
Doivbiggin with an engagement ring — a
real sparkler. Both are with 20 th-Fox.
A. J. Jeffery, United Artists sales manager for the province of Quebec, and
Charles Chaplin, sales manager at Saint
John, New Brunswick, have been attending the UA convention at Los Angeles and
afterwards visited the San Francisco Fair.

Oldtimer Emerges
Montreal — Emerging

his snug haven
Cote d’Azur, an
actor arrived in
son liner Letitia.

temporarily

from

of retirement along the
oldtime stage and screen
port aboard the DonaldAmong his reminiscences

he recalls being arrested with the “Sappho” cast in New York in 1900, and playing
the romantic lead opposite Mary Garden
in the silent screen version of “Thais.”
The actor is A. H. Revelle Engstrom,
known to the footlights audience as H.
Revelle. Mr. Revelle’s last appearance was
in New York a couple of years ago in
"Moon Magic,” a play by Rita Weiman, with
Rita Jolivet as leading lady. Acting in
Belasco productions for years, he was cast
in the part of de Brissac in “Du Barry.”
“I think the most exciting time I ever
had was when I was acting with Olga
Nethersole in ‘Sappho’ in New York in
1900,” he said. “We all got arrested.” Here
the memory of the affair made Mr. Revelle
smile.
“Were you ever in pictures?” he was
asked. “Pictures? I should say I was. I
appeared in dozens of them in the early

Committee's Nod
Ottawa — The

policy

of

the

Canadian

Broadcasting Corp., the Government-sponsored radio commission controlling air entertainment in the Dominion, was endorsed
committee of Canadian Parby the radio
liament in an official report which was
tabled in the Canadian House of Commons by A. L. Beaubien, M.P., chairman.
This document covered a wide range of
operations including television, facsimile
broadcasting, short-wave, routine commercial and sustaining network programs,
regulations for both public and private
stations, revenues, expenditures and projects of the CBC.
With respect to television and facsimile
broadcasts, the report stated:
“Your committee approves, as in the
widest interests of the nation, the corporation’s policies regarding short-wave,
television and facsimile broadcasting. The
corporation hopes shortly to occupy the
field of high-power short-wave transmission. As regards television and facsimile,
the policy is to alienate no part of the
public domain to private interests. The
corporation intends, as soon as possible,
to undertake experiments in facsimile
broadcasting. Your committee recognizes
that the responsibility of controlling and
coordinating all broadcasting in the public
interest rests upon the corporation.”
The previously announced policy of the
CBC with respect to television was that
complete control would be maintained in
this form of broadcasting on a public
ownership basis, including the sponsorship
of experiments, the development of facilities in due course, the licensing of television sets and retaining of all televised
broadcasting in the public domain from
the outset. It was pointed out that television was still in an experimental stage
and that it was an expensive process but
that all departments of visualized radio
would be restricted to CBC direction and
control. This has been confirmed by the
radio committee of the House of Commons.
The committee made use of the occasion to extend a tribute to the board of
governors of the CBC, of which one member is N. L. Nathanson, president of Famous Players Canadian Corp. The report
declared: “Your committee wishes to record its warm appreciation of the publicspirited manner in which the board of governors and the management are discharging their duties as trustees of the national interests in broadcasting. The corporation is developing a broadcasting system of increasing service to the people of

Canada.”
days,”
said Mr. Revelle. He mentioned appearing in “Thais” with Mary Garden, for
Goldwyn. He also appeared in “Captain
Applejack” with Mary Nash, now of the
films.
Mr. Revelle said he was going to New
York to see friends and look over the
World’s Fair. He hoped later to go on to
Hollywood, where, he was told, he would
likely meet more stage old-timers than in
New York.
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Cl T T A\ W A\
^*HE first 500 juveniles at the Elgin Theatre, Ottawa, Saturday afternoon, for
“Zenobia” received a “royal visit” souvenir medal from Manager Lloyd Mills. The
latter also secured the cooperation of the
Journal in a missing word contest for the
want ad section for 10 double passes each
day during the run. the words forming the
last line of a limerick dealing with the
story of the picture.

Manager Bob Maynard has been getting
some official “pats” for the crowds he has
been getting into the Cartier Theatre in
the past several months, despite the offset
effects on business generally around town
because of war rumors.

The Centre Theatre has been getting the
exclusive use of the highway bus terminal
in Ottawa for a special advertising display for current attractions, this having
been secured by Manager D. B. Stapleton.
Mrs. Kenneth Hendry, sister of Jack
Nelson, veteran manager of the Capitol
Theatre in North Bay, passed away at her
home in Ottawa after a lengthy illness.
A recent visitor in Ottawa was Sidney
A. Moseley of London, England, author,
scenarist, radio writer and film reviewer,
who holds the distinction of being the first
person in the United Kingdom to have
appeared before the television transmitter
for a broadcast program. On a tour of
Canada he gave a talk over the CBC network on the subject of "Impressions of a
Tenderfoot.”

The busiest man of all in Ottawa for
the royal tour preparations was F. C. Badgley, M. C„ director of the Canadian government motion picture bureau, who had
been placed in charge of newscamera and
press arrangements. When this writer called on him, Mr. Badgley was just hanging
up the telephone receiver and remarked:
“ That was the seventh long-distance call
to me in the last half hour.”
The latest stage stunt, “Dr. Query and
His Brain Twisters,” for $50 in cash
prizes, is going over big at the Capitol
Theatre, as a weekly added attraction.
The feature was suspended for the week
of the King’s visit because of the rush but
will be resumed this coming Thursday.
P. J. Nolan, owner of the Rexy and Nola
theatres, is working a cooperation campaign in conjunction with neighborhood
merchants in which coupons are obtained
from the stores to be exchanged for gifts
at the theatres on designated nights.
Several months have passed without a
further announcement regarding a new
theatre project in the east end of Ottawa,
the promoter being a resident of another
city. It is understood that the plan has
been abandoned.

"Bell"
henticated ari
Autses
Pas
in Ont o
Toronto — The

Council of Women

deal with

Monogram has been signed by Jack Randall for the 1939-40 season. Two will be
specials based on James Fenimore Cooper’s
“The Pioneers” and “The Prairie.”
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Frown

Winnipeg — Expressing

disapproval

of the

film, “Club de Femmes,” the local Council
of Women have asked the Manitoba censor to ban the film now playing the Osborne. According to newspaper reports the
censors take the stand that the film was
passed originally for private showing only
and therefore deletions which they would
have made for public showings were not
made. The film had its first run at Helmer Jernberg’s Bijou where it played to
excellent boxoffice for two weeks. After
its engagement at the Osborne it is scheduled for showing at a number of other city
houses. The censors’ statement is to the
effect that the film will be allowed to play
at those houses which have already booked
it after which it will be withdrawn for reconsideration by the authorities.

Imperial Daughters

Tie

for "Years"

RKO
With
Toronto
— A
RKO

tiein has been made

between

representatives and the Imperial Order of Daughters of the Empire for the

forthcoming runs of Herbert Wilcox’s
“Sixty Glorious Years.” The production
has been screened for Edith B. Angas,
national film convenor, who has written
to all chapter heads across Canada asking
that they cooperate with theatres during
“Glorious” engagements.
Echoes, official publication of the association, is carrying a review of the production along with several stills.

Proper Sequence,
Anyway
Regina, Sask. — It was
pected what with the
these

days

averred

in the Regina

Pact

eight-picture

of “The

On "Club de Femmes"

done

Eight-Picture

version

credit was not given to the “Telephone
City” for the creation of the telephone
during the course of the film story.
The production has been set for release
on May 24, when it will be premiered in
out-of-town locations before shown here.

such,

Hollywood — An

revised

Life of Alexander Graham Bell” has been
approved in the Province of Ontario, following the insertion of references to the
historical fact that Brantford, Ont., was
the home of the telephone inventor and
that his experiments were conducted in
the vicinity of that city. The picture was
held in abeyance following the protests
of the municipal council of Brantford and
members of the provincial Parliament that

marquee
double
by

posed!"

only to be exprobing being
the

prying

Rambling

"Youth

Rex

Theatre

playing.
Takes

The
a

city to join Regina’s 56,000 that day.
Dealing with modern housing, a motion
picture from the Johns -Mansville Co. was
featured at a meeting of Technocracy , Inc.,
in Regina . . . The Tivoli, Saskatoon, successfully brought back “There Goes My
Heart” and “Topper Takes a Trip” in a
double bill for three more days . . . Despite the fact that the films to be shown
were of the slow-burning 16 mm type, the
Moose Jay fire chief advised against showing motion pictures in Alexandra school
until it is fitted with another fire esca/pe.
Regina theatre operators protested without success to the city council against imposition of the $25 per machine license on
automatic candy vending machines now in
place. Theatre men stressed the machines
were in lobbies only as a convenience to
patrons not as competition to surrounding
shops.
J. A. McKenzie, owner -manager of the
Orpheum, Estevan, is planning redecoration of his showhouse. The extent of the
work necessarily will depend on the crop
outlook. The Estevan situation is complicated by the fact that, in addition to the
regular summer shutdown in the mines,
two of the largest mines will not operate
next winter, due to business changes.
Peter George, cameraman for General
Films, Regina, is going to Winnipeg to
join a crew of the Dominion motion picture bureau to assist in camera-ing the
visit of King George and Queen Elizabeth
to western Canada . . . choice spots for
newsreel outfits in prairie cities are already commanding as much as $10 each
. . . High winds have whipped up dust
storms again this dry spring to give farmers and people generally the jitters. So
far damage is not extensive.
Columbia

and

Reporter

Star, after observing

of the

bill was

saw:

and

the

^^TTH
the of
impending
visit of royalty
to
Canada
prime importance,
Regina
theatre men met for the purpose of discussing ways and means of carrying on
business on May 25, the day royalty visits
the capital city of the province. Despite
much discussion, no definite decision could
be reached, though, it was agreed, a suggestion would be made to the royal visiting
committee that if they thought it would
help to keep people off the streets and
help many find a place to rest during the
night, theatres would operate for 24 hours
May 24-25. Even if people did not want
to see the picture they might be able to
find a place to sleep, it was felt. What
to do when the royal procession goes by,
whether to remain open or not on May 25,
has not been decided. Estimates are that
more than 100,000 people will come to the

the

where

Hollywood

—

Story Buy

Columbia

has

acquired

screen rights to “The Incredible Mr. Williams,” story by Cy Bartlett, who, with
Richard Maibaum, is scripting for Producer Everett Riskin.

a

passers-

Fling;"

"Ex-

Hollywood
— Harry "Miracles"
Ruskin is scripting
Prepares
“Miracles for Sale” for Metro. Tod Browning directs.
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See Contrast in Attitude
Toward Fight Pictures

Railroad Executives Urge
Attendance at Picture
Winnipeg — Following

a private screening

of “Union Pacific” for executives of the
Canadian Pacific and the Canadian National Railways here in the city, Harold
Bishop of the Capitol received a communication from Mr. Bruce Boreham of
the CNR containing a copy of announcement which had been sent to all departments and to the shops. Headed “Railroad Picture at the Capitol Theatre,” the
notice read:
“A few evenings ago, several members of
the Canadian National Railways headquarters staff had the opportunity of witnes ing a preview of the latest railroad
picture to be screened, ‘Union Pacific.’
“The film brings out many of the trials
and tribulations which were faced in building our own Canadian roads and this note
is to urge all railroaders in this city to
visit the Capitol and take it in.
“Take your family to the Capitol and
see this thrilling film. You will all enjoy
it.”
Bishop received a similar communication from Mr. Neill of the CPR.
In addition to the above, Bishop tied up
the film with Sunkist Oranges and Lipton’s Tea and with Screen Romance. Shots
of the Kentucky Derby contained in the
newsreel were tied up with the Winnipeg
Sports Turf Digest.

'Damaged Goods' Lauded
By Minister of Health
Winnipeg — With

Grand

National’s

“Dam-

aged Goods” opening at the Regina Rex,
I. H. Allan of the Winnipeg office is in
receipt of a letter from the minister of
public health of Saskatchewan offering an
unsolicited endorsement of the film. The
letter says: “In accordance with the extensive program adopted by departments
of public health throughout the Dominion
of Canada for the eradication of venereal
disease, I have much pleasure in endorsing the film ‘Damaged Goods.’
“It will, of course, be necessary to exercise a certain amount of discrimination
regarding the circumstances under which
a film of this nature may be presented and
the age of the individuals viewing it.
“Subject to the precautions to which I
have alluded, I am sure the film ‘Damaged Goods’ will prove a decided asset
in directing the attention of the public
to a menace of vital significance.
“Yours faithfully,
“(Signed) J. M. UHLRICH,
“Minister of Public Health.”
RKO

Termer

Hollywood — A

to Dix

long-term

acting

con-

tract with RKO has been signed by Richard Dix, his first assignment being in
“Reno,” now being scripted by John Twist
for Producer Robert Sisk.

Assign

Lasky

Hollywood — Kathryn

“Find"

Hohn,

discovered

in Jesse Lasky’s “Gateway to Hollywood”
talent quest, has signed a termer at RKO.
She makes her screen debut in “My Fifth
Avenue Girl,” Gregory LaCava production.
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JN PURSUANCE of a plan to hold branch
meetings in place of conventions, A. W.
Perry of Empire Films is here for the Vancouver meeting, having flown in from Calgary after the branch get-together in
Winnipeg. The present plan is somewhat
of an experiment, the result of which will
be carefully noted to determine whether
the treatment of purely regional matters
is productive of greater benefits than
where the managers, and others, from all
branches have an opportunity to exchange
ideas in a national gathering.
Fred Bannister, Victory Theatre, Mission, B. C., is off again on a visit to England with a possible extension of the trip
to South Africa. These trips have become
almost an annual affair with Fred and are
productive of many new ideas.
Leo Adler, traveling auditor for United
Artists, spent several days in town on his
routine work.
Dan Sutherland, Kingsway Theatre,
came back from Winnipeg with a sore foot
which is keeping him at home for a few
days.
The election, in which was included the
plebiscite to decide the daylight-saving
question, turned out to be a fiasco as there
were not sufficient ballots to enable all the
voters to express their wish. As it was,
there was a majority of but 10 or 12 out
of over 25,000 votes cast. Tire promoters
of the by-law are pressing to have it declared “passed” but it seems probable that
a new election will have to be called.
The higher court upheld the decision of
the lower one awarding Hollywood Theatres damages and court costs in their suit
against the projectionists’ union.
The news that J. J. Fitzgibbons, Famous
Players general manager, was progressing
favorably at Rochester, Minn., was welcomed in the FP office here.

Toronto — Consideration

of the Barbour

Bill at Washington, D. C„ for the repeal
of the ban on the interstate transportation
of fight pictures in the United States has
emphasized the fact that Canada has no
restriction on the carriage, distribution or
exhibition of fight films other than the
usual condition of censorship in the various
provinces.
Pictures of all major ring battles on this
continent for the past many years have
been freely shown in Canadian theatres
without disapproval of religious or welfare
organizations and there has long been a
feeling that the screening of fight films
is a matter that regulates itself — they are
booked by theatres which want them and
are seen by people who are interested in
them. If you do not care to watch them,
you merely stay away from a theatre. Incidentally, since Joe Louis became headman
of the heavyweights, interest in fight pictures has dropped to a low point because
of the brevity of the bouts and the color
issue.

Kuhn's "Nazi Spy" Suit
Induces Few Qualms
Toronto — Canadian

and

Provincial

gov-

ernment authorities and film enterprises
of the Dominion are not interested in the
slightest in the reported suit for damages
by Fritz Kuhn of the Nazi Bund, New
York, against Warner Bros., for alleged
libel in connection with the release of
“Confessions of a Nazi Spy.”
Officials at Toronto scoffed at the idea
that Kuhn would be able to interfere with
the showing of the picture in Canada,
which had been officially approved by the
Ontario censor board after which it enjoyed a highly successful first rim at the
Imperial Theatre, Toronto, without threat
or protest.

MARITIME
E. A. Whelpley, RKO
J^LICE

L. FAIRWEATHER, executive secretary of the Maritime film board of
trade, is representing the Saint John Council of Women at the 46th annual meeting
of the National Council of Women being
held at Hamilton, Ont., from May 30 to
June 3. Miss Fairweather is motoring to
Hamilton with Mrs. George O. Spencer of
Moncton, N. B., president of the national
council, and will visit other upper Canadian centers before returning home.
Sidney Hayden, theatre owner of Lockeport, N. S., claims to have solved the mystery of the submarine, which was first
reported in that vicinity. It seems that
just prior to the “scare,” Hayden played
the Warner production, “Submarine D- 1,”
and he noiv thinks it was just a figment
of the imagination on the part of the
populace.
Mrs. Emma Davidson, former owner of
the Imperial Theatre, Moncton, N. B., has
recovered from illness which kept her a
hospital patient several years.

branch

manager,

while under a doctor’s care, has been able
to attend to business regularly.
F. S. King, owner of the Magnet Theatre, Shelburne, N. S., is planning to
retire in the near future in order to pay
more attention to his regular occupation,
ship-building.
Patrons of the Imperial Theatre, Moncton, N. B., were quite startled on a recent
evening by a loud explosion outside the
theatre. It turned out, however, to be a
practical joke — firecrackers attached to the
starter of a parked car — some person’s idea
of fun.
R. G. March, branch manager of 20th
Century-Fox, was a member of the rink
winning the Sullivan Cup, presented at the
St. Andrews Curling Club Banquet, held
on Friday, May 12.
Louis B. Mayer was to have been given
freedom of the city of Saint John at a
meeting of the common council Friday.
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Saskatchewan Ban
On Four in 1938
Regina,

Sask. — During

the whole

of 1938

only four pictures out of over 4,000 were
refused a showing in Saskatchewan, according to the report of Hon. E. M. Culliton, provincial secretary, under whose authority the motion picture business in
Saskatchewan is carried on, given in the
Saskatchewan legislature.
The report further states that two of
the four rejected pictures were later reconstructed and passed for public showing.
Saskatchewan has an arrangement with
the Manitoba government whereby films
may be censored at Winnipeg the same

With Recipes From Columbia —
Canada’s crew at the Columbia regional in Chicago enjoyed the beefsteak, party. Those shown, left to right: Dave Coplan, Canadian general
sales manager, Toronto; Mitchell Bernstein, St. Johns manager; Bill Ellman,
Montreal manager; Irving Levitt, Winnipeg manager; and Abe Cass,
Toronto manager.

"Alexander Nevsky"
Wins High Praise
Ottawa — “There

is no more

of Commu-

nistic propaganda in ‘Alexander Nevsky’
than in Shakespeare’s ‘Histories,’ which
seem to have been the inspiration of
Sergei Eisenstein and Peter Pavlenko. Even
Shakespeare’s patriotic utterances like the
epilogue to ‘King John’ spoken by Falconbridge seem to have given them a
cue,” declared Hector Charlesworth, noted
veteran dramatic critic in a discussion on
the Soviet Film, “Alexander Nevsky,”
which has been released in the Dominion
by Cosmopolitan Films, Ltd.
Writing in the Ottawa Journal, Mr.
Charlesworth described the picture as the
most magnificent of all Russian film productions “which must have been months
in preparation and as strong a patriotic
appeal to Russian patriotism against German aggression as could be conceived. As
is well known, film production in Moscow
and Leningrad is as completely under
government control as the press itself, and
the decision to create an historical film,
vast in scope, which would serve to solidify
the sentiment of the Russian people against
German ambitions, must have emanated
directly from Stalin and his advisers.
“The film depicts the preparations and
the great battle which helped to settle the
future of Russia. The Soviet producers
have spared no pains or expense in historic detail and stupendous masses of
auxiliaries. I have witnessed nothing to
match it since D. M. Griffith’s early film,
‘The Birth of a Nation,’ but the medieval
picturesquesness and the improvement in
screen acting and photography since Griffith’s day make it more impressive.
Throughout, the note of Russian national
unity is sounded. It shows us the greatest
of all film actors, Nikolai Cherkassov, in
a new aspect, young, buoyant and irresistably masterful. The last time I saw
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him was as an 80-year-old scientist in
‘Baltic Deputy’ and this role proves his
marvelous versatility. I could not help desiring to see him in Shakepeare’s ‘Henry
V’ because the Nevsky of legend is an
heroic soldier of the same type. A dozen
other artists of a high order are associated with him. The meaning of the film
is made clear in his concluding utterance
to the remnant of Germans who survive
as prisoners:
“ ‘Go home and tell all in foreign lands
that Russia lives! Let them come as guests
without fear. But if anyone comes to us
with the sword, he shall perish by the
sword. On this the Russian land stands
will stand.’
and
“Obviously
this” is intended as a message
to world audiences today but I doubt very
much whether ‘Alexander Nevsky’ will be
shown in Germany.”
This comment by the dean of Canadian
reviewers is in direct contrast to the attack against the Picture by Roly Young
which was recently published in the Globe
and Mail, despite which the production
had a highly successful first showing of
one week in the Toronto Hollywood and
has now been released in Winnipeg.

Relieved
Montreal

—

of Burden

Ralph

Nelson,

one-time

theatre doorman at Saint John, N. B„
no longer needs to keep that $35 a ticket
seller gave him to take care of 16 years
ago when he feared a celebrating patron
might lose it. Nelson, who never saw the
man again until the other day, remembered his face and paid him.
The man, in 1923, tried to purchase a
ticket with two $20 bills. The ticket seller, Miss Gladys Selby, gave him change
for only $5 and handed the rest to Nelson after telling the doorman to take a
good look at the man so he would remember.
The patron never returned, the theatre
burned down, and Miss Selby was killed

time as the other province’s films are
done. It makes for a saving in time to
exhibitors and money to both province
and film exchange houses.
In all, 3,988 film subjects were reviewed
in Winnipeg, totaling 12,771 reels, of
which only 885 were 16 mm. In Regina
six reels of 35 mm and 57 of 16 mm were
reviewed. Regina is headquarters of General Films, Ltd., largest Canadian 16 mm
distributors.
During

the year 35 films were

seized

for not having the Saskatchewan censor’s
approval, four less than a year previous.
There were more than 2,000 more reels
of film checked through at Winnipeg last
year than in 1937, Culliton said. He
ascribed most of it to the increased number of 16 mm films.

British Film Quota Act
Denounced by Asquith
London,

Eng. — “Cuckoo

films” that may

oust British products were denounced by
the Hon. Anthony Asquith in his presidential address to the Association of CineTechnicians.
He said the Films Quota Act, as framed
at present, would not lead to the building
up of a sound and prosperous British industry. Merely to force foreign companies
to make or acquire films in the United
Kingdom was no way to build up the British industry, he added.
“The only man who has the right to
protection is the British producer,” he said.
“Don’t give the importer an opportunity
of using this pseudo-British production,
this cuckoo film, to oust the British film
from its right nest.”
Assign Clement
Hollywood — Clement

Ripley
Ripley

has

been

assigned to the script of “John Paul
Jones,”
Cagney. a Warner film to star Jimmy
in a motor accident. Nelson kept the
money at home.
Seeing a man on the street who looked
familiar. Nelson said: “I’ve got $35 for
you.” The other could not believe it but
later recalled that when he awakened that
gray morning more than a decade ago he
thought he had lost the money.
BOXOFFICE
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Dog-Gone
RKO

(Radio-Plash Comedy)

16 Mins.

There’s a pleasant sort of amusement
about this comedy of domestic misunderstandings. While the motivation isn’t exactly new, the players lend enough enthusiasm to garner its quota of laughs.
Husband James Finlayson undergoes a
physical examination against his wishes,
but in full conformity with Muriel Evans,
his wife. At about this time the pet dog
develops illness. When the veterinarian
calls to suggest a diet, Finlayson thinks
it’s for him. The fun comes in when he
sets out to follow a diet of raw meat,
grass, etc. In fact, the wife is so upset
with what she thinks is a mentally unbalanced mate that she sends for a psychiatrist. This doesn’t help, but causes
enough fun to properly complicate matters.

Screen Snapshots
Columbia

(No. 9)

10 Mins.

Horses vie with the stars in this one
for audience interest and it looks like a
photo finish. The camera’s first stop is
the stables where various people like Bing
Crosby, Joe E. Brown and Virginia Bruce
have their own race horses. There is a
visit to a riding academy operated by
Robert Young and Allan Jones. Jackie
Searl is seen taking first prize at a horse
show. In attendance are Bill Boyd, Grace
Bradley, Clark Gable, Carole Lombard,
Robert Taylor, Barbara Stanwyck and others. It’s interesting program material despite the presence of the Three Stooges
who are supposed to lend the comic touch.

Voodoo

€HORT
THE

Vitaphone

WEEK

Beach Picnic
RKO

(Walt Disney)

8 Mins.

As soon as your regular customers
start flocking to the beaches, date this
howling cartoon and advertise it as
more fun than can be found at any
seashore. Besides, the antics of Donald Duck, Pluto and an excruciating bit
conducted by an army of hungry ants
combine to make one wish the sea
would inspire some more of this sort
of comedy. Most of the early business
has to do with Donald and Pluto trying to manage a large rubber horse in
ihe water. After giving up in disgust,
they head for the sumptuous spread of
food they prepared on the beach. But
a colony of ants has already started to
move it away. Donald resorts to fly
paper to halt the invasion and that's
the signal for you to warn your audience that you don't have any facilities
for mending ruptured funny bones.

Republic of Panama
Paramount

An unimaginative treatment of a country considered the crossroads of the New
World. Highlight of the reel is a trip
through the Panama Canal. There are
glimpses of the modern city of Colon and
other centers of populations. The usual
landmarks do not go unnoticed.

Tuesday,

20, 1939

Pictorial

of

the

Paramount

(No. 9)

Paramount

10 Mins.

Gathered together in this reel are some
of the best subjects yet for this series. The
material will interest all types of audiences as a brief summary will show. Opening topic deals with the U. S. Coast
Guard’s training school at New London
and furnishes a comprehensive picture of
a fledgling’s routine. The second sequence is some fine photography of birds
and other animals taken at night. Women,
in particular, will follow the last subject
closely which offers timely tips on how a
woman can dress becomingly.

Stranger Than Fiction
7 Mins.

This would satirize Robert Ripley’s wellknown Believe It or Not idea. Except
that the comic thrusts often fall flat. A
few of the gags are cute, but most are
forced and obvious. There are such items
as a man being sawed in half, a hog-caller
who is heard clear across the country,
a wishing well that fails to grant wishes,
a close-up of life on Mars, etc.
:: May

May

9

Movietone
News, No.
69:
Kentucky
Derby;
Somoza welcome; Franco on tour; war maneuvers;
new postal scooter; the Aquacade; the McDonald
observatory; bridal fashions; and Lew Lehr.

7 Mins.

Believe It or Else

BOXOFFICE

9 Mins.

Day,

No.

267:

Somoza

welcome;

Dutch queen inspects navy; Zog’s guard in Rome;
“Lindbergh heart” on display; the giant Manta;
Britain’s sport classic; and Kentucky Derby.

There’s a cute idea behind this cartoon
that should make for a share of amusement. Charlie is the cuckoo in the clock
that everyone knows. On one of his trips
to call the hour, he sees a newspaper
headline anent congress passing a 44-hour
work bill. So he calls up Father Time,
gets real snooty, and walks out, figuring
he's putting in too much time. But before long Charlie discovers things and
such in the outside world aren’t so hot.
After getting pushed around from pillar to
post, so to speak, he returns to his cuckooing in the clock, glad to be back.

(Merrie Melody)

(Color Cruise)

NEWSREELS

Charlie Cuckoo

Vitaphone

12 Mins.

This is another of the series that has
Floyd Gibbons around to lend authenticity
to the strange events that are dramatized.
It is well done and packs plenty of suspense. With a tropical sugar plantation
locale, it tells the story of a young overseer who scoffs at the talk of voodooism.
The subject soon begins to obsess him,
however. While engaged in the study of
the strange rituals, he incurs the emnity
of the natives. Just when things look very
bad, he performs the miracle of appearing
from the ground — via a trapdoor — to
frighten the savages that would have his
life. The man whose story is here dramatized— one Robert Taylor — is then presented to the screen audience.

News

Universal (Walter Lantz Cartune)

Fires

(Your True Adventure)

Universal

(No. 62)

10 Mins.

This has the usual assortment of odd
items that are picked up from all points
of the globe. There’s a man who makes
a hobby of miniatures, a really tricky
horse, an old Negro sculptor, a farm of
miniature mules, the strange process of
building roads in Holland and an interesting collection of mechanical figures that
move and act like human beings.

News,

No.

80:

Somoza

welcome;

goodwill
the Fair;
“Lindbergh
Franciscoat honors
A1 the
Smith;
foreign heart;”
news; San
the
Derby.
giant Manta; Lou Nova trains; and the Kentucky
RKO
Pathe News, No. 84: Somoza
welcome;
government
acts in coal strike; giant skyboat
tested; Hitler rejects peace plea; Australia mourns
late Prime Minister; and the Kentucky Derby.
Universal Newsreel, No. 769: Kentucky
Derby;
Somoza
welcome;
test giant seaboat; Rumania
seeks French aid; air raid defenses tested; the
“Lindbergh
heart;” Zog’s guard; A1 Smith
at
coast
cade.

Pair;

capture

giant

Thursday,

Manta;
May

and

the

Aqua-

11

Movietone News, No. 70: Rancheros revive custom; rebuild Niagara Falls bridge; chorus girls
entertain gobs; society and art; Royal New
land air force cross Alps; Lew Lehr; softball
celebrities; female wrestlers; and yachting.

Zeawith

News
of the Day, No. 268: Salute to British
royalty; philatelists’ dream comes true; Navy Day
at West Point; coal crisis conference; rancheros
ride again; Poland
stages army
show; British
polo team; and softball.
Paramount

News,

No.

81:

Navy

Day

at

West

Point;

stamp album on wheels; Modern Art museum opening; Navy tests coast defense; softball
with celebrities; and
a
special on
coal crisis
shipped later in the day.
RKO
Pathe News, No. 85: Danzig crisis; stamp
album
on wheels; man-made
lightning; softball
with celebrities; repair Niagara
Falls bridge;
Modern Art museum
opening; girl gymnasts; and
British poloists.
Universal

Newsreel,

No.

770:

Coal

crisis;

Navy

Day
at West
Point; man-made
lightning; cops
smash bootleg hooch; repair Niagara Falls bridge;
rainproof dresses; rancheros ride again; salmon;
Pershing visits capital; wrestling in molasses; and
celebrities play softball.
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The Exhibitor Has
BOXOFFICE,
4704 East 9th St.,
Kansas City, Mo.
Sir:
As you
you need, I
very much.
a weekly or

May

His Say,

tion doesn't lag. Honors go to Errol Flynn
and Walter Connolly. Better play it. Sat.,
Sun. Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10.
Rural and small town patronage. Population: 750. Capacity: 250. — Raymond Johnson,
Colton Theatre, Colton, S. D.

4. 1939

FRONTIERSMAN.

Dear

are probably receiving all the pro and cons, on feature pictures, that
will confine my remarks to a subject which I have not seen discussed
Yet it is one of the most important for a small town exhibitor, who has
daily paper to supply with a short synopsis of coming attractions.

G
GIRL DOWNSTAIRS, THE (M-G-M)
Very poor. Worst business on Wednesday
and Thursday in a year. Picture not liked by
those who saw it. Weather: Fine. Admission: 25-15-10. Small town patronage. Population: 1,400. Capacity: 300. — Lester Meyer,
Strand Theatre, Chillicothe, Tex.

Here's a bouquet of Orchids to Paramount's press book and their “Spot Fillers"
section (not an advertisement).
To who ever makes the press books: Take a tip from Paramount and give some
small town exhibitors a break.
Best regards,
RAY HOLTZ,
Assistant Manager,
Bonham Theatre,
Fairbury, Nebr.

A

ALWAYS IN TROUBLE (20th-Fox)
Jane Withers pulls them in better here
than Shirley Temple. Picture enjoyed by
both young and old. Sun., Mon. Weather:
Good. Admission: 35-15. General patronage. Population: 550. Capacity: 200.—
H. H. Homer, Rialto Theatre, Cheyenne Wells,
Colo.

B
BLONDIE (Col)
Good comedy of the family type. Did fair
business and pleased most of those who
came. Tues., Wed. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 1,450. Capacity: 400. — A. Keuss jr.,
Community Theatre, New Athens, 111.
ELONDIE (Col)
Very weak. Good for the kiddies. Business off. Played one day (Saturday) only.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. — Charles F. Dearman, Fox Theatre,
Smithville, Tenn.
BORDER G-MAN (RKO)
Not the usual cowboy stuff but plenty of
action from a virile star. The O'Briens, are
better than average from a production standpoint and the action fans like him. Thurs.,
Fri., Sat. Weather: Good. Admission: 15-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 12,000.
Capacity: 500. — H. L. Stolzman, Eagle Theatre, Austin, Minn.
BOY SLAVES (RKO)
Good acting on the part of the juvenile
stars, but the story was a lot of bunk. Good
Saturday show. Admission: 20-15. General
patronage. Population: 3,400,000. Capacity:
668. — Frank Blocher, Kimbark Theatre, Chicago, 111.

D
DAWN PATROL (WB)
Picture very good. Ran

90

too late, I guess.

H

to get any money. Not as good as old version. Did a little more than "Men With
Wings." Sun., Mon., Tues. Weather: Fine.
Admission’ 25-15-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 1,400. Capacity: 300.— Lester
Meyer, Strand Theatre, Chillicothe, Tex.
DISBARRED

is as good as "Jesse James" and should do
equally as well at the boxoffice. Admission 20-10. Neighborhood patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 265. — E. M. Freiburger, Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.
DRAMATIC SCHOOL (M-G-M)
I should not have used this one on my
best playing time. Poor audience reaction.
It lost me money. Fri., Sat., Sun. Weather:
OK. Rural patronage. Population: 900. Capacity: 180. — T. Tomter, Grand Theatre, Highmore, S. D.
DRIFTING WESTWARD
(Mono)
Nothing for or against it. Just a program
filler. Thurs., Fri., Sat. Weather: Fair. Admission 25-10 Neighborhood patronage. Population: 5,000. Capacity: 282. — John S. Erickson, Rex Theatre, Kingsford, Mich.
WEST

POINT

(UA)

Better liked than "Brother Rat," but business very poor — partly due to bad trailer.
Sun., Mon. Weather: Rain. Admission: 25-10.
Rural patronage. Population: 1,500. Capacity: 260. — C. W. Ritenour, Milford Theatre,
Milford, 111.

F
FOUR

good.

Fri., Sat. Weather: Clear. Admission: 25-10. Town patronage. Population:
13,500. Capacity: 500. — J. M. Plasterer, Strand
Theatre, Steelton, Pa.

I

I saw this picture screened and it has
everything for the small town exhibitor. It

OF

HONOLULU (M-G-M)
The title of this picture does not suit it, but
also the title does help to sell tickets. Show
very well directed and very pleasing to the
audience. In selling this picture use the
title and native dance. Eleanor Powell very

(Para)

It will get by but don't brag about it.
Usual lawyer-racketeer setup used many
times before. Fri., Sat. General patronage.
Population: 1,700. Capacity 400.— H. M.
Schenecker, Lyric Theatre, Webster, S. D.
DODGE CITY (WB)

DUKE

DAUGHTERS

(Para)

agree.
The guy
place
in
this series
will that
have takes
to beWindy's
plenty good.
Tues., Wed. Weather: Stormy. Admission:
25-15-10. Rural patronage. Population: 600.
Capacity: 230. — W. O. Woody, Stockton Theatre, Stockton, Mo.

The subject being: "Press Book Publicity."
Whoinell writes some of that tripe commonly termed publicity. Our patrons,
who constitute the large percentage of readers of the movie section, do not give
three whoops about what this star ate for lunch or who the stars ancestors were or
how many times a star has changed names. What the readers do want to know
however is what the story is about and who plays in it.

ALWAYS IN TROUBLE (20th-Fox)
About as poor a Jane Withers picture as
we have had. Personally we failed to make
film rental. Wed., Thurs. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 30-15. Rural patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 500. — Harland Rankin, Plaza Theatre, Tilbury, Ont.

THE

They stopped and told me it was the best
Hoppy they had ever seen and I heartily

(WB)

Fine picture for better class of patronage.
Business fair. Sun., Mon. Weather: Fair.
General patronage. Population: 400. Capacity: 150. — E. D. Chessma, Baker Theatre,
Macclenny, Fla.
FOUR'S A CROWD (WB)
Better than local sage

prophesied.

Ac-

I AM

A CRIMINAL

(Mono)

One of the best "machine gun" pictures
Monogram has made. A lot of human interest and a good plot, but the boxoffice certainly flopped. Sun., Mon. Weather: Very
cold. Admission: 15-10. General patronage.
Population: 7,500. — L. J. Boudreau, Grant
Theatre, Eveleth, Minn.
IDIOT'S
I was

DELIGHT (M-G-M)
the idiot for playing

this one.

The

only ones

who weren't idiots were the customers. They stayed away. Were they
smart. Thurs., Fri. Weather: Clear. Admission: 20-15. General patronage. Population: 3,400,000. Capacity: 668. — Frank Blocher, Kimbark Theatre, Chicago, 111.
IN OLD

MEXICO

(Para)

One of the Hopalong Cassidy series that is
about on a par with the rest. Westerns are
losing out with us and we find it necessary
to double bill them. This series draws a little
better for us than the Autrys, and the production is certainly better. Double billed it
with "Ambush." Fri., Sat. Weather: Good.
Admission: 30-10. Rural patronage. Population: 1,000. Capacity: 345. — S. L. George,
Mountain Home, Mountain Home, Ida.

L
LET

US LIVE (Col)

Well acted but too hard and dramatic for
small towns to take. No draw on this one.
Sat., Sun., Mon. Weather: Okay. Admission:
25-10. Small town patronage. Population:
3,000. Capacity: 600.- — Ritz Amusements, Park
Theatre, North Vernon, Ind.

M
MIDNIGHT

(Para)

Very good farce comedy which pleased.
Good business. Sun., Mon. Weather: Good.
Admission: 20-10. Neighborhood patronage
Population: 2,000. Capacity: 265. — E. M. Freiburger, Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.
BOXOFFICE
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MR. WONG, DETECTIVE (Mono)
Where does, Monogram get the idea this is
good? Played it on a Sunday and Monday.
Should have played it on Bank Night. Paid
top price, too. Awful — slowest moving thing
I have seen in years. Business less than 75
per cent. Admission: 15-10. General patronage. Population: 7,500. — L. J. Boudreau, Grant
Theatre, Eveleth, Minn.

o
OKLAHOMA
KID (WB)
Splendid action picture. Extra good business in face of various school activities. Cagney at his best, pleased. Warners have
been very satisfactory this year. Sun., Mon.,
Tues. Weather: Good. Admission: 20-15-10.
Rural and small town patronage. Population:
1,100. Capacity: 500. — Mrs. C. M. Anding,
Colonial Theatre, Mesquite, Tex. (Mesquite
is 12 miles from Dallas, which has a population of 300,000).

P
PASSPORT HUSBAND (20th-Fox)
Went back and picked this up in preference to one of the weaker ones for this year.
Found it to be good entertainment although
the allocation was too high. These must
come down! Wed., Thurs. Weather: Wonderful! Admission: 30-25-20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 850. Capacity: 350. —
Horn & Morgan, Inc., Star Theatre, Hay
Springs, Neb.
PECK'S BAD BOY WITH THE CIRCUS (RKO)
A good show especially for the children
and I feel sure that it pleased the parents
if they accompany their children. Played
this with "Ambush," but according to all
comment this drew the crowd. Fri. Weather:
Clear. Admission: 25-10. Town patronage.
Population: 13,500. Capacity: 500. — J. M.
Plasterer, Strand Theatre, Steelton, Pa.
PERSONS IN HIDING (Para)
Fair picture which failed to draw. Mon.,
Tues. Weather: Good. Population: 2,000.
Capacity: 265. —
E. M. Freiburger, Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

R
RIDE 'EM COWGIRL (GN)
This type will have to show considerable
improvement in future pictures to hold up.
Dorothy Page has possibilities in this feature. Lyn Mayberry should be the cowgirl.
From a comedy standpoint she walks away
with the honors. Thurs., Fri., Sat. Weather:
Stormy. Admission: 25-10. Neighborhood
patronage. Population: 5,000. Capacity: 282.
— John S. Erickson, Rex Theatre, Kingsford,
Mich.

s
ST. LOUIS BLUES (Para)
I hope this one does as well for you, my
brother, as it did for me. It beat "Alexander's Band" and "Snow White" here. Maxine Sullivan put hundreds of Negroes in the
balcony and helped on selling the whites.
Lamour was, never better. Mon., Tues.
Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural
patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 200.
- — A. L. Royal, Royal Theatre, Lumberton,
Miss.
ST. LOUIS BLUES (Para)
Just a mediocre program picture that
failed to draw. Due to an open date, were
unable to fill with a good picture, we played
it on Sunday to our sorrow. Sun., Mon., Tues.
Weather: Good. Admission: 35-10. Rural,
small town patronage. Population: 1,300. Capacity: 250. — E. T. Bank, Rialto Theatre, St.
Charles, Minn.
SANTA

FE STAMPEDE

(Rep)

Best Mesquiteers' western we have shown.
Average business. Fri., Sat. Weather: Cool.
Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 700. Capacity: 200. — Charles F.
Dearman, Fox Theatre, Smithville, Tenn.
BOXOFFICE
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much singing, no story. Mon., Tues. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population 700. Capacity 200. —
Charles F. Dearman, Fox Theatre, Smithville,
Tenn.

She Liked Joans
Performance
Mesquite, Tex. — "Contrary to adverse
reports (BOXOFFICE, April 29), Joan
Crawford did superb acting. It was
sincere, natural, pleasing. In fact, no
one could have done the part nearly as
well as she did in 'Shining Hour." Margaret Sullavan was delightful. These
two, together with the assistance of
Fay Bainter and Melvyn Douglas and
Robert Young, gave one of the most
enjoyable evenings to our patrons
they've had for some time. Our place
is small (500 seats) but we do boast of
intelligent, appreciative audiences. The
story has mass appeal — being a human
interest type, including pathos, comedy, action — it is well directed, beautifully presented. Thanks, M-G-M, for
the splendid production.
"MRS. C. M. ANDING,
“Colonial Theatre,
"Mesquite,

SANTA

FE STAMPEDE

Tex."

(Rep)

A very good western of its kind. Business
only average. These three Mesquiteers are
fair draws. Fri., Sat. Weather: Rain. Admission: 30-15. General patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 500. — Harland Rankin,
Plaza Theatre, Tilbury, Ont.
SKY

GIANT

(RKO)

Good program picture. Sat. Weather: Fair.
Small town patronage. Population: 2,500. Capacity: 350. — H. S. Johnson, Pal Theatre, Millen, Ga.
SKY

GIANT

(RKO)

A fair airplane picture, to less than average business. Wed., Thurs. Weather: Good.
Admission: 25-15-10. Rural patronage. Population: 600. Capacity: 230. — W. O. Woody,
Stockton Theatre, Stockton, Mo.
SMASHING

THE

SPY

RING

(Col)

Very poor. Columbia's made only one
picture this year that we have shown. Would
not draw on 11c night. Wed., Thurs. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Small town
patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. —
Charles F. Dearman, Fox Theatre, Smithville,
Tenn.
STAGECOACH

(UA)

Tip-top entertainment in any league. The
finely drawn characterizations, the photography, and powerful musical score were
works of fine cine-art. It did a normal business but should have hit the ceiling. Lack
of big names probably scared the "name
hounds" away. Mon., Tues. Weather: Cool
and fair. Admission: 40-30. General patronage. Population: 3,500. Capacity: 562. — Tom
McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.
STRANGE CASE OF DR. MEADE (Col)
A good picture that pleased everyone. Jack
Holt still well liked. This picture drew well
for us. Thurs,., Fri. Weather: Okay. Admission:
25-10. Small town patronage. Population:
3,000. Capacity: 600. — Ritz Amusements, Park
Theatre, North Vernon, Ind.
SWEETHEARTS (M-G-M)
A beautiful color picture. I was very much
disappointed in the business it did. Not
much story material but play it. Fri., Sat.,
Sun. Weather OK. Rural patronage. Population 900. Capacity 180. — T. Tomter, Grand
Theatre, Highmore, S. D.
SWEETHEARTS (M-G-M)
Lay off, small towns,.

Beautiful

color, too

T
TAIL SPIN (20th-Fox)
I did just what the name

implies, took a

big "Tail Spin." Too draggy in spots. Everyone of my patrons who did come (which
were few) said "bad." Sun., Mon. Weather:
Fair. Admission: 20-15. General patronage.
Population: 3,400,000. Capacity: 668. — Frank
Blocher, Kimbark Theatre, Chicago, 111.
TERROR

OF

TINY

TOWN

(Col)

A nice little picture from a novelty standpoint. I dressed up a boy as a cowboy, put
him on a Shetland with banners and covered
the town with good success. Adults didn't
care much for it. Youngsters liked it. Couldn't
play one like this every weekend. Thurs.,
Fri., Sat. Weather: Good. Admission: 15-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 12,000. Capacity: 500.— H. L. Stolzman, Eagle Theatre,
Austin, Minn.
TEX RIDES WITH THE BOY SCOUTS (GN)
Not so hot. In one scene a miner has some
gold nuggets to sell and a Chinaman offers
him $11.20 which he accepts. The Chinaman
hands over two bills and miner leaves. Figure
it out. Fri. and Sat. Weather: Fair. Admission:
30-10. Rural patronage. Population: 900. Capacity: 228.— V/. Clark, Palace Theatre, Fort
Covington, N. Y.
TORCHY BLANE IN CHINATOWN (FN)
Regular Torchy fare and will please all
the family. Tues., Wed. Weather: Rain.
Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,800. Capacity: 200. — Jack Wright,
Strand Theatre, Bastrop, Tex.

w
WESTERN

JAMBOREE

(Rep)

If Republic would only spend money in the
production of these Autry pictures. Smiley
Burnette is tops here for laughs. Always a
good draw anytime. Low gross due to bad
weather. Fri., Sat. Weather: Rain. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population:
700. Capacity: 175. — R. A. Moore, State
Theatre, Clarence, la.
WILD

HORSE

CANYON

(Mono)

Only fair. Randall doesn't draw like he
used to. Unless Monogram improves his pictures I don't want anymore. They seem O. K.,
but people don't care for them so much, at
least the last three I've played. Sat.
Weather: Fine. Small town patronage.
Population: 750. Capacity: 300. — Sammie
son, Jackson Theatre, Flomaton, Ala.

Jack-

Y
YOUNG

IN HEART,

THE

(UA)

A good cast acts their parts very well in a
silly picture that did not draw. Sat., Sun.,
Mon. Weather: Okay. Admission: 25-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 3,000. Capacity:
600. — Ritz Amusements, Park Theatre, North
Vernon, Ind.

z
ZAZA

(Para)

Poorest picture we have played for a long
time. Didn't hear one favorable comment
but plenty of beefs. Business way below
average. Two good actors wasted on an
impossible story. Wed., Thurs. Population:
1,300. Capacity: 200. — Elise Morgan, Melodian Theatre, Cheney, Wash.
ZAZA
A

(Para)
few

good comments, but mostly unfavorable. Claudette Colbert not up to standard. No good at boxoffice. Sun., Mon.
Weather: Good. Admission: 35-15. General patronage. Population: 600. Capacity:
286. — H. H. Homer, Rialto Theatre, Cheyenne
Wells, Colo.

Selling Seat 5

PRACTICAL

IDEAS

York — Some

classy tieups were

it with credit to the

picture.
Reproductions of interior sets from the
film for their Fifth Avenue windows were
made by W. & J. Sloane, home furnishing house. Best & Co. featured “Bronte
Bonnets” and the store also used newspapers and window displays emphasizing
the film tieup.
Scribner’s & Son, stressing the literary
angle, devised a display around first editions of works by the Bronte sisters. Large
size ones were placed in libraries and
schools to popularize the novel.
At a cocktail party James Roosevelt,
Goldwyn’s vice-president, poured tea for
Miss Oberon. The newspapers gave this
stunt a good play, and Miss Oberon appeared as guest star on the Kate Smith
radio hour in a dramatization of the film.
Kate, records say, sings for 23 million
listeners.
Letters for "Lovers
Of Finer Things"
Toledo,

Ohio — Seven

hundred

letters ad-

dressed to “all lovers of finer things” and
reviewing in brief the story of “Wuthering
Heights,” were the pivot of an exhaustive
campaign by Wally Caldwell of Loew’s
Valentine here for the Goldwyn film.
The letters were sent to school principals, literary societies, women’s clubs, the
P-TA unit, and the Theatre Guild.
The rest of Caldwell’s campaign was
more or less routine — newspaper plugs,
department store and library tieups, etc. —
but it was intensive.
Classified Art Spread
Spotted

for "Heights"

Cleveland

— A

two-column

eight-inch

spread with art consisting of pictures of
Merle Oberon and Laurence Olivier and
a cut from the film was spotted by Milt
Harris, local publicity director for Loew
theatres, on the classified page of the News,
local evening daily, in a tieup for "Wuthering Heights.”
Captioned “Tragedy Lurks in ‘SecondBest’ Romance,” the spread copy read:
92

with

satisfactory results by Warner for its campaign on “Confessions of a Nazi Spy” at
the Strand.

Capitalizing on current women’s fashions
which are swinging back to the period
covered in the production, a tieup was
made with toney Saks Fifth Avenue, in
which the department store gave over
their best window to a display of the original wedding gown worn by Merle Oberon
in the film. Inside four additional displays were given over to other costumes.
Miss Oberon did some personal shopping
at Saks, which took a 1,400 line ad in the
announcing

SHOWMEN

New York — All
angles"Spy"
were utilized
for
Angles

ar-

ranged by United Artists’ publicity department for the engagement of Samuel Goldwyn’s “Wuthering Heights” at the Rivoli
here.

Times

PRACTICAL

Warner Utilizes Many

"Heights" Is Sold
With Classy Ties
New

BY

Adaptable

Two Ways —

This is a reproduction of copy placed
by the New York Strand for its run

of “Confessions of a Nasi Spy.” It ran
on the second page of the New York

Times and Herald-Tribune in a preferred position and deliberately spotted away from the amusement page.
The cartoon also suggests a street
ballyhoo.

Series of Buffalo Tieups
Sell
" Dark Victory"
Buffalo — A series of effective

tieups

coupled with an extensive advertising and
publicity campaign helped give “Dark Victory” a big start at Shea’s Buffalo.
The campaign started off with 2,000 invitation type calling cards which were
strategically placed in mail boxes of the
four most prominent hotels. A select mailing list was used and the theatre distributed over 3,000 heralds.
A tieup with a local shoe store was responsible for having paper bags imprinted
with theatre and picture copy well in
advance of opening. The Mayflower doughnut store gave the film a large window
display. There were a number of tieups
with stores selling women’s merchandise.
Active officers of the Buffalo women’s
clubs were told about the picture at a
luncheon at the Statler Hotel and were
urged to tell their constituents about it.
Theatre lobby displays were used with New
York reviews of the film.
“Why be content with the ‘second-best’?
Young couples wisely choose the best there
is — at savings — for themselves and for their
homes. It may be used, trade-in, or even
repossessed furniture but it’s quality merchandise at noteworthy prices on the
NEWS

CLASSIFIED

PAGE.”

Then the picture plug: “Merle Oberon
and Laurence Olivier, stars of ‘Wuthering
Heights,’ a first-class romance opening
today at Loew’s State.”

The city received its first inkling of the
import of the picture when all newspapers
carried stories of the special screening
held in the chambers of the city council.
The newspapers quoted councilmen who
endorsed the picture.
Over 200,000 small folders were distributed ten days in advance of the opening in sections where it would do the
most good. The cover of the folder had
a black swastika with the title. Inside was
a description of the picture.
A large number of these folders also was
sent to women’s clubs, American Legion
Posts and patriotic societies. More than
50,000 assimilated train tickets were distributed in hotels in the metropolitan district for the World’s Fair trade.
Small mirrors with the side which had
“warning” in red letters on one side were
passed out to women. The other side contained the title. Laundries in this area
were serviced with shirt bands which they
attached.
An unusual stunt was the invitation to
German-American writers at a special
matinee. Reviewers on foreign radio stations were also invited to a showing. A
special advertising campaign was run in
every foreign paper in the city.

Two Different Drives
Illusion"
OnNew" Grand
York — After finishing

his

cam-

paign on “Grand Illusion” at the RKO
Albee, Providence, R. I., Manager Ken
Rockwell found when he was transferred
to the RKO Colonial here the picture had
been booked there also.
The campaign in Providence was more
extensive. A preview was held a week
before the opening for critics, club women,
union heads and ministers. The Black
Friars, a local amateur dramatic club, did
a radio dramatization on a Sunday preceding the opening.
Emphasizing the French language, ads
were put in French newspapers in Fall
River and Woonsocket, a French tutor at
Brown University was hired to deliver lectures to interested groups, the theatre put
out a paper in French and a French mailing list was utilized.
At the Colonial, Rockwell had to do an
entirely different campaign appropriate
to a second rim house with a small budof Flander’s
replicas
get. Displays
fields with
cutoutandletters
and cannon
were
placed in the front of the theatre and in
the lobby. All for about $10 done under
the direction of Assistant Joe Abernathy
and the house staff.
BOXOFFICE
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"May Hil Fiesta"
City — Underway

here

New

now

is

a “May Movie Hit Fiesta” ballyhooing film
fare to be exhibited in Standard Theatres
houses this month.
Twenty- institutional billboards, omitting
specific mention of films and theatres, but
pushing the “Fiesta” and the high calibre
of product issuing from Hollywood are being used. Twenty thousand mailing pieces
playing up particular pictures and naming
theatres, are going out to select householders.
Variety radio programs with records of
goodwill expressions from film stars are
being carried periodically over WKY.
A special trailer to be shown in all
Standard houses here has been prepared
and two pages of art have been promised
in the Sunday Oklahoman. A special cooperative ad section also is planned.
Directing the campaign are Walter
Shuttee, Pat Patchen and Jimmy Birge.

NUGGETS
*■**■■*;"+•

MEN

\SeUlnj Seats

"Streets of New York" Is
Slanted at World's Fair

Oklahoma Gily Has

Oklahoma

SHOW

■*■****

^HROUGH a tiein between Spalding
Bros., Crawford MacGregor Canby Co.
and RKO Pathe, 20,000 window bulletins
publicizing the Sportscope one-reeler
“Smooth Approach” have been forwarded
to golf professionals and club shops
throughout the nations. Exhibitors, too,
have the display sheets with its photos of
Dick Metz, Jimmy Thompson, Ed Dudley
and Horton Smith available for mounting
in the lobby.

York — Monogram,

under

the guid-

ance of Louis Lifton and Paul Benson,
conducted a campaign for “Streets of New
York” at the Globe which included special
slants aimed at World’s Fair visitors and
crews of the navy which arrived at the
same time of the opening.
All hands on board ships of the fleet
were advised of the film. Ship bulletins
carried a YMCA headquarters letter
strongly endorsing the picture.
In leading hotels, 10,000 special tabloid
newspapers were distributed to guests, and
lobby listings were obtained. A giant-sized
telegram plugging the picture was displayed at a leading night club.
A half-hour radio dramatization was
broadcast over WNYC with advance spot
announcements building interest in the
program.
The theatre front was an eye-catcher,
employing bright art and poster cut-outs.
Over the marquee and extending along the
building front to the top was a multicolored giant banner.

Theatre Employes Publish
Paper on Management
Albany,

N. Y. — Members

theatre managers in New York and Massachusetts.
The leading article in each issue is an
essay by a member of the staff who is
given an opportunity to express what he
has learned from articles and observation
on proper theatre management. An appropriate slogan and news flash complete
the issue. Sez We is published under the
supervision of Manager Eddie Selette.

F5x WeIt Coast 'Agency Corporation
(.09 ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
April

Mr.

21, 1939

fted Kann

Box Office Publications
9 Ibckefellar Plaza
Now York, New York
Dear

Mr. Kann:

Aa an ardent "Kann Editorial
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first
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display is that 7°^ Judgment of the
interesting
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the the
of of
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Jolng
adlua. Here Indeed Is a good Inference of -Box Offlc*
class audlanoe.
ts part to sell a -olass- ploture to a working

llspiay as I did .
knew you would get as big a kick out of this.
George 0 Brian ,
nd a work of enoouragement to this manager (Mr.
would make me
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the -Kann Converts In
appy, as I have been attempting to lead
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lineage.
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personal
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regards.

the beat

of health,

happiness,

Cordially,

of the Albany

Theatre staff are issuing a weekly mimeographed newspaper known as Sez We
which already has a mailing list of 60

SM: JC
Enel.

Announcement cards plugging the New
York roadshow engagement of “Juarez"
at the Hollywood have been planted in
3,000 taxis of the Town Cab chain. The
cards carry copy reading: “After the Fair
Visit Broadway’s Gay Night Spots in a
Town Cab. Underneath in large type is the
title and credit with pictures of the
World’s Fair and Hollywood marquee.

•

Exhibitors should be able to cash in on
both Fairs depending on location, says
Billy Ferguson, in charge of exploitation
for M-G-M. Everybody is Fair-conscious
and there are a number of ways to promote
free transportation as part of the exploitation campaign, he maintains.

•
Postcards were mailed from the World’s
Fair Postoffice by RKO’s Leon J. Bamberger to exhibitors in connection with the
Pathe News special, “The World of Tomorrow.” The two-reeler can be publicized
to patrons in the same manner.
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Winners in a Blue Ribbon Display —
played “The
When George O’Brian of the Starland Theatre in Los Angeles
Citadel,” he shot /or a class angle with mass appeal. He found it in the
Boxoffice
in
appeared
they
as
1938
of
winners
Blue Ribbon Award
Barometer,

with

the lobby

display

of

"^loh
the manner
ttaohed you will find a picture, showing
In a twentyDur publication waa used to exploit the Citadel
Lxe oent, working class, neighborhood theatre.

results as shown

above.

The

cut at the

top right is a reproduction of a letter that goes into more detail.

and

"UNION PACIFIC" RIDES HIGH FOR SECOND WEEK
AVERAGE

BOSTON

Fenway — Hotel
(WB)

Imperial

(Para)

;

On

Trial

155
75
80
55
60

CHARLOTTE

Carolina — Rose
Fox)

of

Imperial — Man

of

the

(Para),

Square

90

(20th105

Conquest

(Rep)

100

80
100

Garrick — King of the Turf (UA), first half;
Women
in the Wind (WB), 2nd half
80
Oriental — Spirit of Culver (Univ) ; Mystery
of Mr. Wong
(Mono), plush stage show
85
Palace — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ),
plus stage show, 2nd wk
80
Roosevelt — Dark Victory (FN), 2nd loop wk. ..110
State-Lake — Let Us Live (Col), plus stage show 85
United Artists — Lucky Night (M-G-M)
80
World-Playhouse — Ballerina (SR), held 4th wk. 90

CINCINNATI
Albee — Wuthering
Heights (UA), held
Capitol — Mutiny on the Bounty (revival)
Grand — Past Side of Heaven
(Univ)
Keith’s — You Can’t Get Away
With Murder
(WB)
Lyric — Never Say Die (Para)
Palace — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN)
Shubert — Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M), held..

130
90
120
110
110
130
130

CLEVELAND
Girls

Grow

(Univ),

85

DALLAS
Capitol — 12 Crowded
Hours (RKO), 1st half.
Capitol — Sudden Money
(Para), 2nd half
Majestic — Union Pacific (Para)
Melba — Never Say Die (Para)
Palace — Dark Victory (FN)
Tower — Let Freedom
King (M-G-M)

.

80
85
135
80
125
90

DENVER
Girls Grow
Denver

Up

(Univ),

Broadway — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M);
They Made Her a Spy (RKO), after a wk.
at the Orpheum
Denham — Union Pacific (Para), 2nd wk
Denver — Dark Victory (FN)
Orpheum — Lucky Night (M-G-M); Let Freedom Ring (M-G-M)
Paramount — Return of the Cisco Kid (20thFox) ; Family Next Door (Univ)
Rialto — Dodge City (WB), after a wk each at
the Denver
and Aladdin; Chasing Danger
(20th-Fox)

75

120
190
75
120
130

140

DETROIT
Adams — Story of Vernon and Irene
(RKO), alter 1 wk. at Fox; The
Irishman (RKO)
Cinema — Alexander Nevsky
(SR)
Fox — Past Side of Heaven (Univ),
stage show
Michigan — Women
Pacific (Para)

in the

Wind

Castle
Flying
100
95

plus

(WB)

75

; Union

Palms State — Blackwell’s Island (FN);
L,ad.\ ’s From
Kentucky
(Para)
United Artists — Lucky Night (M-G-M)

KANSAS

90

The

of

Ride

High

Conquest

(dual)

175

Die —

Union

Pacific — Kansas

Story

of

Dodge
Man

of

City.. 175

City

Bell

2nd

(dual) — Boston....

of

a

Nazi

(dual)

(dual)

—

80
95

. 100
175
170
150

YORK

80

CITY

stage

100
55
60
65
road-

100

Kentucky
90
of

Heaven

4th wk
(20th-Fox),

80
110
115

(FN),

show

100

OKLAHOMA

CITY

Criterion — Union Pacific (Para)
Liberty — Never Say Die (Para); Tom
Sawyer, Detective (Para), 4 days
Liberty — Saint Strikes Back
(RKO);
Almost
a Gentleman (RKO), 3 days
Midwest — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Plaza — Love Affair (RKO), moveover from
Criterion
State — Man of Conquest (Rep)
Tower — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ),
moveover from Midwest

150

150

—

Milwaukee

150

EXTENDED

plus

100

(WB)

155

150

Conquest

wk..

Spy —

City

Pacific

170

Alexander

City — Minneapolis

Omaha

Union

Oklahoma

100

(M-G-M),

Paramount — The
Lady’s
From
(Para), 2nd wk. plus stageshow
Radio City Music Hall — East Side
(Univ), plus stage show
Rivoli — Wuthering Heights (UA),
Roxy — Rose of Washington Square
plus stage show
Strand — Confessions of a Nazi Spy

—

City

Say

Graham

—

175

Never

The

(dual)

City

RUNS

Pygmalion, 22nd wk., New
York City.
Ballerina, 4th wk., Chicago.
Juarez, 3rd wk. of roadshow, New
York
City; 4th wk., Hollywood.
Wuthering Heights, 4th wk., New
York
City, Philadelphia.
Confessions of a Nazi Spy, 3rd wk., New
York City.

125
175
90
50
110
115
95

OMAHA
Brandeis — Man
of Conquest (Rep); Sorority
House (RKO)
Omaha — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M);
. . . one-third of a nation . . . (Para)
Orpheum— Cafe Society (Para); Beachcomber (Para)

150
140
120

PHILADELPHIA
Tower — Man of Conquest (Rep);
Swing (Univ), 2nd wk
Uptown — Same
as Esquire

Swing,

Sister,
175
90

Chinese — Return of the Cisco Kid (20th-Fox);
Hound of the Baskervilles (20th-Fox)
120
Downtown — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN)..130
Four Star — Stolen Life (Para), 2nd wk
75
Hillstreet — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ) ;
Lady and the Mob
(Col), 2nd wk
125
Hollywood — Same
as Downtown
130
Pantages — Same
as Hillstreet
100
Paramount — Union Pacific (Para), 2nd wk.,
plus stage show
100
State — Same as Chinese
140

MILWAUKEE
Palace — Union Pacific (Para); Sudden Money
(Para)
Riverside — I Was a Convict (Rep), plus Major
Bowes’ Unit
Strand — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M);
Society Lawyer
(M-G-M)
Warner — Love Affair (RKO); Prison Without
Bars (UA)
Wisconsin — Lucky Night (M-G-M);
Streets
of New York (Mono)

150
100

HAVEN

College — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M);
Within the Law
(M-G-M), 2nd wk
90
Loew-Poli — The Story of Alexander Graham
Bell (20th-Fox); Let Freedom
Ring (M-G-M)
95
Paramount — The Lady’s From
Kentucky
(Para); Back Door to Heaven
(Para)
70
Roger Sherman — Confessions of a Nazi Spy
(FN) The Family Next Door (Univ), 6%
days
125

ORLEANS

Center--My Son Is a Criminal (Col)
Globe — Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN)
Liberty — Tempest
(Orage)
Lyceum — Dramatic School (M-G-M)
Orpheum — Dark Victory (FN)

75
Spy (FN)
110
(Para), 6 days. 90

PITTSBURGH
Alvin — Streets

of

New

York

(Mono)

; My

Wife’s Relations (Rep)
60
Barry — Adventures of Jane Arden (WB);
Special Investigator (RKO)
70
Fulton — King of the Turf (UA)
55
Penn — Midnight (Para)
85
Senator — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox), 2nd d. t. wk
100
Stanley — Stagecoach (UA) (no stage show) .... 80
Warner — 12 Crowded Hours (RKO); Sudden
(Para)

70

PORTLAND,

80
125

Aster — BlackweU’s Island (FN); Winner Take
All (20th-Fox)
90
Century — Bark Victory (FN), 2nd wk
90
Gopher — Hound of the Baskervilles (20th-Fox) . 100
Orpheum1 — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO)
80
State — Dodge City (WB)
150
Time — Professor Mamlock
(Amkino)
70
World — Three Smart Girls Grow Up (Univ),
4th wk
90

NEW

Palace — Zenobia (UA)
Stanley — Confessions of a Nazi
Stanton — Back Door to Heaven

Money

MINNEAPOLIS

NEW

Aldine — Wuthering Heights (UA), 4th wk
100
Boyd — Dark Victory (FN), 2nd wk
110
Earle — Midnight (Para)
95
Fox — Man of Conquest (Rep), plus stage show
headed by Hugh
Herbert, Ella Logan
95
Karlton — Return of the Cisco Kid (20th-Fox).. 75
Keith’s — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M),
2nd wk
130

80

CITY

Esquire — Return of the Cisco Kid (20th-Fox) .
Midland — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M);
Within the Law
(M-G-M),
held over
Newman — Union Pacific (Para), held over....
Orpheum — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN),
held over

94

190

Hardys

Kansas

City

NEW

LOS ANGELES
Up

City — Tales From
the Vienna Woods
(Modal
Film)
75
Hippodrome — Dark Victory (FN)
135
Palace — Blondie Meets the Boss (Col). Stage:
“Mikado
in Swing”
100
State — Union Pacific (Para)
110
Stillman — Wuthering Heights (UA), 2nd wk. ... 75

Aladdin — Three Smart
after a wk. at the

The

(Para)
Ride High

Astor — Pygmalion
(M-G-M),
22nd wk
Capitol — Lucky Night (M-G-M)
Criterion — Big Town
Czar (Univ)
Globe — King of the Turf (UA)
Hollywood — Juarez (WB),
3rd wk. of
show

Pacific — Denver

(2nd wk.)

Kansas

Apollo — Hound of the Baskervilles (20th-Fox),
3rd loop wk
Chicago — Union Pacific (Para), plus stage
show, held 2nd wk

Smart

Union

Confessions

CHICAGO

Allen — Three
2nd wk

Top Hits of the Week

Kansas

Baskervilles
105

Washington

Tudor — Dodge

Man

Heaven

Saenger — Midnight
State — The Hardys
2nd wk

50

Memorial — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox); Return of the Cisco Kid (20thFox)
Metropolitan — Union
Pacific (Para); Winner
Take All (20th-Fox)
Orpheum — Ice Pollies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Paramount — Same as Fenway
State — Same
as Orpheum

Broadway — The Hound
of
(20th-Fox), 1st half
Broadway — Back
Door to
2nd half

IS 100%

80
75
90
90
100

ORE.

Broadway — Zenobia (UA); Blackwell’s
Island (FN)
Mayfair — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M);
Society Lawyer
(M-G-M), 3rd wk
Orpheum — The Lady’s From Kentucky (Para);
Never Say Hie (Para)
Paramount — Union Pacific (Para), 3rd wk
United Artists — Lucky Night (M-G-M); The
Kid From
Texas (M-G-M), 2nd wk

SALT LAKE
Centre — The Hardys
Paramount — Rose of
(20th-Fox)
Studio — LTnion
Utah — Blondie

100
100
100
105

CITY

Ride High
Washington

Pacific (Para),
Meets the Boss

Money
(Para)
Victory — Little Orphan
Demon
(20th-Fox)

120

(M-G-M)
Square

.... 100

3rd wk
(Col) ; Sudden

100
115
105

Annie

(Para);

Road
100

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — The Hardys Ride High
Kid From
Texas (M-G-M)
Fifth Avenue — Rose of Washington

(M-G-M);
90
Square

(20th-Fox); Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox) . .100
Liberty — Only Angels Have
Wings
(Col)
110
Music Box — Wuthering Heights (UA), 2nd wk. 85
Orpheum — Return of the Cisco Kid (20th-Fox),
Risky Business (Univ)
90
Palomar — - . . . one third of a nation (Para),
plus stage show
Paramount — Union
Uptown — Tempest

Pacific (Para), 2nd
(Orage), 2nd wk
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Releases of 1938-39 for a seven-month period. Production number follows title. Running time in parenthesis.
National release date at end of title line. Symbol O indicates a BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon Award Winner. Symbol © indicates color photography.

Columbia

Wells,

Adventure in the Sahara. .9028. . (57)
Nov. 15
Drama.
French Foreign Legionnaires turn on a
cruel leader, forcing his withdrawal by authorities. Paul Kelly, C. Henry Gordon, Lorna Gray.
Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Blind Alley.. (71)
May 11
Action Drama.
A
killer escapes from prison,
and he and his gang take refuge in the home
of a
psychology professor, where
the latter
attempts to analyze the fugitive. Chester Morris, Ralph Bellamy, Ann
Dvorak.
Director:
Charles Vidor.
Blondie. .9011. . (72)
Nov. 30
Comedy.
Based on the Chic Young comic strip.
Protecting his job, Dagwood
gets into a marital
mixup
seeking a
contract. Penny
Singleton,
Arthur Lake, Larry Simims. Director: Frank
R. Strayer.
Blondie

Meets

the

Boss.

.9009.

. (70)

Mar.

8

Comedy.
Sequel to “Blondie,” in which Dagwood, cheated out of a vacation, resigns, but
finds himself doing housework
when
Blondie,
who tries to get him his job back, winds up by
taking the job herself. Penny Singleton, Arthur
Lake, Larry Simms.
Director: Frank Strayer.
California Frontier. .8206. . (57)
Dec. 15
Western. Jones thwarts a gang who steal the
land of Spaniards during the Oalifornia gold
rush days. Buck Jones, Carmen
Bailey. Director: Elmer Clifton.
First Offenders. .9030. . (61)
Apr. 12
Drama.
An attorney, concerned with the problem of rehabilitating wayward
youngsters, gives
up his job to carry out his idea. Walter Abel,
Beverly Roberts, Iris Meredith. Director: Frank
McDonald.
Frontiers of *49 (formerly California
Cavalcade) . .9212. . (54)
Jan. 19
Western. An army major is sent to investigate
the activities of a gang of crooks exploiting
land owners, the trouble starting when
Southern California came under U. S. rule. Bill Elliott, Luana Alcaniz, Charles King. Director:
Joseph Levering.
Homicide
Drama.

Bureau. .9035. . (59)
An expose of the Junk

in which the head of
involved. Bruce Cabot,
tor: C. C. Coleman Jr.

Dealers

Jan. 5
Racket,

the Citizen’s League is
Rita Hayworth.
Direc-

Lady and the Mob, The. .9013. . (65)
Apr. 3
Comedy.
A
dainty, old lady bank owner sets
out to rid the town of racketeers preying on
dry cleaners. Fay Bainter, Ida Lupino, Henry
Armetta. Director: Ben Stoloff.
Law
of the Texan. .8285. . (57)
Oct. 24
Western. A Texas Ranger, assigned to stop a
crew of border thieves, pretends to get fired for
insubordination and
heads across the border
where he Joins the outlaw band, and captures
the leader. Buck
Jones, Dorothy Fay, Kenneth Harlan. Director: Elmer Clifton.
Let Us Live. .9007. . (69)
Feb. 28
Drama.
A girl with a dauntless spirit battles
to save her lover who was convicted unjustly.
Maureen
O’Sullivan,
lamy, Alan Baxter.

Henry Fonda,
Director: John

Ralph BelBrahm.

Little Adventuress (formerly Thoroughbred)
9020.. (62)
Oct. 24
Action Drama.
Wonder
Horse is entered in a
race after the owners pawn all their possessions
to raise the necessary entry fee. Edith rides
the horse and wins. Edith Fellows, Jacqueline
Wells, Cliff Edwards.
Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Lone
Star Pioneers. .9213. . (56)
Mar. 16
Western. A U. S. Marshal joins a gang of trainrobbers to locate the leader, and succeeds in
rounding up the whole
thy Gulliver. Director:

gang. Bill Elliott,
Joseph Levering.

Doro-

Lone Wolf Spy Hunt (formerly Lone Wolf’s
Daughter) . .9014. . (67)
Jan. 27
Melodrama. The Lone Wolf, forced to aid an
international espionage ring in stealing antiaircraft gun plans, escapes and helps the law
round up the gang. Warren
William, Ida Lupino, Rita Hayworth.
Director: Peter Godfrey.
My Son Is a Criminal. .9029. . (59)
Action Drama.
A
retired police

chief

Feb. 22
is un-

aware of his son’s criminal activities, but is
brought face to face with the tragedy when the
police net closes in. Alan Baxter, Jacqueline
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Gordon
man, jr.

Oliver.

Director:

C.

C.

Cole-

ney, Pat O’Brien,
Michael Curtiz.

North of Shanghai. .9038. . (59)
Feb. 10
Action Drama.
A woman
reporter falls in love
with a
hard-boiled cameraman,
and together
they track down
a spy ring while on assignments in China. James
Craig, Betty Furness.
Director: D. Ross Lederman.
North

of the Yukon (formerly Mounted Police). .9205. . (64)
Mar. 30
Action Drama.
Suspended for failing to capture a suspect, a Mountie does some undercover
work of his own and gets involved in a murder,

a kidnapping and a fur-raiding band. Charles
Starrett, Linda Winters, Bob Nolan. Director:
Sam Nelson.
Outside These Walls. .9031 . . (61)
May 4
Drama.
Released from prison, a young
man
finds employment
closed to him because of his
past. With the help of the Warden
he starts
a
newspaper, and again fights to prove his
innocence when
someone
implicates him in a
robbery. Michael
Whalen,
Dolores
Costello,
Virginia
Carey.
Rio

Weidler.

Grande..

9202..

Director:

Raymond

(57)

B.

Mc-

Dec

8

Western
The hero helps the girl find her brother’s killer, and saves the cattle from being stolen.
Charles Starrett, Ann
Doran.
Director: Sam
Nelson.
Romance
of the Redwoods. . (67)
Mar. 30
Outdoor Drama.
Two
log cutters, working at
the same machine, are in love with the same
girl. One of them is accidentally killed when
the machine jams and the other, suspected of
jealousy, is accused
ford, Jean Parker,
Charles Vidor.

of murder.
Charles BickGordon
Oliver. Director:

Smashing the Spy Ring. .9015. . (63)
Dec. 29
Melodrama.
An
F.B.I. man
impersonates an
inventor of a gas formula to smash a powerful
spy ring. Ralph Bellamy, Fay Wray,
Regis
Toomey.
Director: Christy Cabanne.
Spoilers of the Range. .9206. . (58)
Apr. 27
Western.
Charles Starrett helps the ranchers
recover the money stolen froml them which was
to pay for a new dam.
Charles Starrett, Iris
Meredith. Director: C. C. Coleman jr.
Strange Case of Dr. Meade, The (formerly
Outside the Law) . .9022. . (66)
Dec. 15
Drama.
A
crusading surgeon fights prejudice
and ignorance to Implant modern
medical aids
in a mountaineer community.
Jack Holt, Beverly Roberts, Noah
Beery Jr. Director: Lewis
D. Collins.
Terror of Tiny Town. .9050. . (63)
Dec. 1
Comedy
Melodrama.
Ranch owners blame each
other for cattle rustling, but a third party turns
out to be responsible. Billy Curtis, Yvonne
Moray. Director: Sam Newfield.
Texas Stampede. .9204. . (57)
Feb. 9
Western. A sheriff risks his life trying to make
peace between the sheep raisers and cowmen
of his town.
Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith.
Director:

Sam'

Nelson.

There’s That Woman
Again. .9006. . (70) .. .Dec. 24
Comedy
Mystery. A sequel to “There’s Always
a Woman,”
in which a husband-wife detective
team solves a series of baffling Jewel robberies.
Melvyn
Douglas,
Virginia Bruce.
Director:
Alexander Hall.
Thundering West. .9203. . (57)
Jan. 12
Western. A former member
of an outlaw gang
is appointed sheriff. He captures his own gang
and becomes an honest citizen. Charles Starrett, Hank Bell. Director: Sam Nelson.
Whispering
Enemies. .9023. . (63)
Mar. 24
Action Drama.
A
cosmetic manufacturer
Is
forced into bankruptcy when
a
rival concern
launches a
whispering campaign
against his
product. He retaliates in a manner
that gets
him in trouble with the law. Jack Holt, Dolores
Costello. Director: Lewis D. Collins.

First National
Angels With Dirty Faces. .351. . (68)
Nov. 26
Action Drama.
An underworld character, doomed to the electric chair, receives spiritual regeneration through a
parish priest, who
persuades him to die "yellow” as an object lesson to hero-worshiping youngsters. James Cag-

“Dead

End”

Kids.

Director:

Blackwell’s Island. .361. . (71)
Mar. 25
Action Drama.
A
gang lord takes over an
island prison, where he lives in splendor, but
a reporter spikes the efforts of the crooks and
politicians. John
Garfield, Rosemary
Dane,
Stanley Fields. Director: William McGann.
Comet
Over Broadway. .370. . (69)
Dec. 3
Drama.
A Cosmopolitan story by Faith Baldwin, the plot deals with mother love, burning
ambition and sacrifice. Kay Francis, Ian Hunter, John Litel. Director: Busby Berkeley.
Confessions

of

a

Nazi

Spy . .353. . (102)

May

6

Action

Drama.
Based on Leon G. Turrou’s articles dealing with the activities of the Nazi
spy ring in America.
Edward
G. Robinson,
Paul Lukas, Francis Lederer. Director: Anatole
Litvak.
Dark Victory. .354. . (106)
Apr. 22
Drama.
A spoiled, flippant millionairess learns
from her doctor-husband that her life is limited
to months and that blindness will be the warning sign. Bette Davis, George Brent, Geraldine
Fitzgerald. Director: Edmund
Goulding.
Girls

on

Probation . . 369 . . (63)

Oct. 22

Melodrama.
With
a
"crime does not pay"
theme, in which a good girl is thrown into the
company
of a bad girl and gets herself a prison
record. Jane
Bryan, Ronald
Reagan,
Sheila
Bromley. Director: William McGann.
Going Places. .359. . (84)
Dec. 31
Comedy with Music. A humble clerk pose3 as a
famous rider at a society steeplechase to promote business for his boss, but is forced to ride
and win the race in order to win the girl. Dick
Powell, Anita Louise. Director: Ray Enright.
Heart of the North.
Action Drama.
A

.362. . (74)
Canadian

©...
Mountie

Dec. 10
finds the

real thief after the girl’s father is accused of
stealing a ship’s cargo of furs and miners’ gold.
Dick Foran, Jane Chapman,
Patric Knowles.
Director: Lew Seiler.
Nancy
Drew, Reporter. .372. . (67)
Comedy
Drama. A girl, the ward

of

a

Feb. 18
wealthy

woman,
is held for the woman's
murder, but
Nancy finds the real culprit. Bonita Granville.
John Litel. Director: William Clemens.
Sweepstakes Winner . . 373 . . (59)
Apr. 29
Melodrama.
A
gullible blonde is taken in by
a couple of race horse phonies, but beginners
luck aids her in winning
the sweepstakes.
Marie Wilson, Johnnie Davis, Allen Jenkins,
Charles Foy. Director: William McGann.
Torchy Blane in Chinatown. .371. . (58) ... .Feb. 4
Action Drama. Torchy Blane solves the Oriental
murder mystery of three men who had received
death threats. Glenda Farrell, Barton
MacLane.
Director: William Beaudine.
Yes, My
Darling Daughter. .357. . (85)
Feb. 25
Comedy.
Adapted
from
the
sophisticated
Broadway
stage play. Two
lovers, doomed
to
a
two-year separation plan an unchaperoned
weekend
together, which
results in a riotous
family turmoil. Priscilla Lane, Jeffrey Lynn,
Keighley.
May Robson, Roland Young. Director: William

Gaumont

British

Asking for Trouble (formerly Climbing
High). . (. .)
Comedy.
Romance
blossoms for a

Dec. 1
wealthy

young man
whose car strikes an artists’ model.
The girl repells him at first but he finally wins
her. Jessie Matthews, Michael Redgrave.
Director: Carol Reed.
Lady Vanishes, The. .8010. . (97)
Nov. 1
Mystery Drama.
A
governess mysteriously disappears from a Transcontinental train, and a
spy plot and other sinister roles are enacted
before the mystery is solved. Margaret Lockwood, Paul Lukas. Director: Alfred Hitchcock.
Pagliacci. . (78)
Musical Drama.
"II
his

Based

on

the

famous

Pagliacci,” in which a jealous husband
unfaithful wife and her lover. Richard
ber, Steffi Duna. Director: Karl Grune.

Grand
Cipher Bureau.
Melodrama.

opera,
kills
Tau-

National

.312. . <70)
Deals with

the

Nov. 4
apprehension of

95

THE

foreign spies through a counter-espionage system, in which illegal broadcasting stations are
traced down and their codes deciphered. Leon
Ames,
Charlotte Wynters.
Director: Charles
Lamont.
Crashing Through .. 327
)
Jan. 20
Western. One of the Renfrew series, in which
a Royal Mounted
officer aids a girl and her
brother in getting back a
gold mine
rightfully belonging to them.
James
Newill, Warren Hull, Jean Carmen.
Director: Elmer Clifton.
Exile Express .. 301 .. (60)
Jan. 20
Drama.
The chemist a girl works for is found
dead and she is ordered deported. A reporter
follows the girl, rescues her from abductors, and
gets the story and the girl. Anna
Sten, Alan
Marshal. Director: Otis Garrett.
Frontier Scout. .325. . (62)
Oct. 21
Western. A
western with a Civil War
background, in which Wild Bill Hickok as a Kansas town marshal saves his friend’s cattle-commission house from
cattle rustlers. George
Houston, A1 St.
Sam Newfield.

John,

Dave

O’Brien.

Director:

Lady Buckaroo. . (69)
Western. A gang of cattle rustlers try to bankrupt ranch owners to gain control of their land
for gold deposits, but a girl beats them at their
Page, David O'Brien. DiDorothy
own game.
rector: Samuel
Diege.
Long Shot.. 313.. (69)
Jan. 6
Action Drama.
After a streak of hard luck, a
young horseman buys a horse for a song, and it
wins the big race. Gordon Jones, Marsha Hunt,
Harry Davenport.
Director: Charles Lamont.

study
clair.

COMPLETE

CHECK-UP

of dramatics. Lulse Rainer,
shall, Paulette Goddard.
Director:

ON

Sergeant
Action

eccentric book collector. Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Ralph Morgan.
Director: Edwin L. Marin.

cop
berg.
Curtis,

Flirting With Fate. .914. . (70)
Dec. 2
Comedy.
The head of a vaudeville troupe Is
stranded In Latin- America. Unable to get engagements, he tries suicide so his troupe can
collect the Insurance. Joe E. Brown, Leo Carillo, Steffi Duna.
Director: Frank McDonald.
Four Girls in White. .921. . (70)
Jan. 27
Drama.
A selfish, student nurse, with a
gold
digger complex, is finally redeemed
through
sacrifice after the death of an innocent girl.
Florence Rice, Alan Marshal, Ann
Rutherford,
Una Merkel. Director: Sylvan Simon.
Downstairs, The (formerly The Awakening of Katrina) . .916. . (77)
Dec. 23
Comedy
Drama.
A wealthy architect thinks he
is in love with a girl he met in a Swiss cafe,

Jan. 14
Trigger Pals.. WI-13.. (55)
Western. A cowboy locates the brains of a gang
of rustlers, who turns out to be the mortgage
holder on his ranch. Art Jarrett, Lee Powell.
Director: Sam Newfield.
Water

Rustlers (formerly Last Barrier)
Jan. 6
WI-1 . . (54)
Western. When
the only creek in the valley is
cut off, the hero dynamites a hill to save the
property of ranchers.
Dorothy
Page, David
O'Brien. Director: Samuel Diege.

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
Broadway
Serenade. .931. . (113)
Apr. 7
Drama
with Music. A success vs. marriage vs.
career combination, in this story of a struggling
song composer
whose
wife becomes
a
prima
ultimately leads to their esdonna, which
trangement. Jeanette MacDonald,
Lew
Ayres,
Frank Morgan.
Director: Robert Z. Leonard.
Burn ’Em Up O’Connor. .919. . (67)
Jan. 13
Action Drama. The owner of a string of racetrack cars thinks a jinx is working against him
when
three drivers crack up, but investigation
reveals the drivers are being doped.
Dennis
O’Keefe, Cecilia Parker,
tor: Edward Sedgwick.

Nat

Pendleton.

Direc-

Apr. 28
Catting Dr. Kildare . . 932 . . (86)
Drama.
A
doctor’s assistant in a clinic in a
tenement district becomes involved in a murder
case when he keeps secret a call he makes
to
help a wounded
boy. Facing disgrace, he sets
about to absolve the boy and to clear his own
name.
Lionel Barrymore,
Lew
Ayres, Lana
Turner, Lynne Carver. Director: Harold S. Bucquet.
Christmas

Carol,

A.. 917..

(69)

U

Dec.

16

the Charles Dickens’
from
Adapted
Drama.
Tuletide classic. Reginald Owen, Gene Lockhart. Director: Edwin L. Marin.
Citadel, The . . 909 . . (112) O
°ct- 28
Drama.
A
young
doctor, who
discards all
medical ethics and ideals for monetary
gain,
finally rehabilitates himself.
Robert
Donat,
Rosalind Russell. Director: King Vidor.
Dramatic
Drama.
a stage

96

School . . 915 . . ( 78)
A girl with an actress
career when
romance

complex
intrudes

Dec. 9
chooses
on her

10

Sylvan

Feb. 24
patriotic
attempts

of railroad operators to steal the settlers’ lands.
Nelson Eddy, Virginia Bruce, Victor McLaglen,
Lionel Barrymore, Edward
Arnold, Charles Butterworth. Director: Jack Conway.
Lucky Night. .933. . (92)
Comedy.
A
bored daughter

of

wealth

May 5
meets

a young man
on a park bench, and after entbarking on a
night in search of excitement,
they wind up married. But when the spirit of
excitement dies down, the marriage is threatened. Myrna Loy, Robert Taylor. Director:
Norman
Taurog.
Out West With the Hardys. .913. . (85)
Nov. 25
Comedy.
The
Hardy
family
visits friends
on an Arizona ranch, and new problems blossom
for Andy as romance
and adventure rides the
West. Mickey Rooney, Lewis Stone, Cecilia Parker, Ann Rutherford. Director: George B. Seitz.
Pygmalion.
Comedy.

.980. . (87)
From

ifj

George

Mar.
Bernard

Shaw's

girl

Nov. 11
is unhappy over

Burgess

signing a film
Donald, Nelson Eddy,
S. Van Dyke.

contract. Jeanette MacFrank Morgan.
Director:

Tell No Tales. .935. . (69)
May 12
Action Drama.
A
newspaperman,
into whose
hands falls a hundred-dollar bill that is part of
the ransom money
paid in a kidnapping, trails

Louise Platt,
Leslie Fenton.

.928. . (65)
remake of

the

Douglas

Dum-

Mar. 17
play by

famous

plans to marry boss’s son for revenge but falls
in love with him.
Ruth Hussey, Paul Kelly,
William Gargan.
Director: Gustav Machaty.

Apr. 14
society back
polo. Dennis
S.

Stern-

Bayard Veiller. A
girl serves three years in
prison for robbing her employer, a charge on
which
she is innocent. When
released, she

It’s a Wonderful World . . 936 . . ( . . )
May 19
Comedy.
A private detective, assigned to guard
a millionaire playboy, finds himself trying to
solve a murder
to keep his boss from going
to the electric chair for the crime. Claudette
Colbert, James Stewart, Ernest Truex. Director:
W. S. Van Dyke II.

Director:

W.

Melvyn
Douglas,
brille. Director:

Idiot’s Delight. .920. . (107)
Jan. 27
Comedy
Drama.
From
the Pulitzer Prize play.
Two small-time vaudevillians, who fall in love
in Omaha,
meet years later in Geneva.
The
girl, mistress of a munitions manufacturer, is
left flat in an air raid and goes back to her
old love. Norma
Shearer, Clark Gable, Edward Arnold. Director: Clarence Brown.

Rice.

their

Within the Law.
Melodrama.
A

star and her husband starts the "Ice Follies.” Success for both, after years of separation, reunites them.
Joan Crawford, James
Stewart,
Lew
Ayres.
Director:
Reinhold
Schunzel.

Florence

von

its source, and at each step a drama is uncovered which involves a
group
of individuals
through whose
hands the money
has passed.

film

O’Keefe,
Simon.

Josef

Sweethearts . . 910 . . ( 110)
Dee. 30
Musical Drama.
A producer plots against the
sweetheart team of his musical show to prevent

Ice Follies of 1939, The. .925. . (82)
Mar. 10
Musical. Two
talented professionals elope, but
their careers clash and false pride causes them
to drift apart. The
girl becomes
a
famous

Let Freedom
Ring. .926. . (85)
Drama
With
Music. A
film with a
theme, the story centering around the

Director:

her. Maureen
O’Sullivan, Lew
Ayres,
Meredith. Director: Sylvan Simon.

Comedy
Drama.
From
Mark
Twain’s story of
the lad who runs away with a Negro slave, the
town
believing the slave murdered
the boy.
Mickey Rooney, Rex Ingram, Walter Connolly.
Director: Richard Thorpe.

Kid From
Texas, The. .929. . (70)
Western. A Texas cowhand
shows
east a few fancy ways of playing

Holden.

Stand Up and Fight. .918. . (95)
Jan. 6
Historical Drama.
A saga of the struggle for
supremacy
between stagecoaches and the first
railroads in colonial America.
Wallace Beery
Robert Taylor, Florence Rice. Director: W. S.
Van Dyke.

Honolulu. .922. .(85)
Feb. 3
Comedy
with Music. An actor and a Hawaiian
plantation owner, exchange places because each
thinks the other has a more enviable life. Comic
and
romantic
complications ensue.
Eleanor
Powell, Robert Toung, Gracie Allen. Director:
Edward
Buzzell.
Feb.

Mar. 24
American cop,

the prospect of her sweetheart’s departure for
Russia, and a group of her girl friends cause
him to miss his boat so he will stay and marry

Great Waltz, The. .908. . (104)
Nov. 4
Musical Drama.
A romance of old Vienna, built
around the life and loves and waltzes of Johann
Strauss. Luise Rainer, Fernand Gravet, Miliza
Korjus. Director: Julien Duvivier.

.923. . (91)

Fay

Spring Madness. .911. . (67)
Comedy
Drama.
A young

but finds he really loves the girl’s maid. Franciska Gaal, Franchot Tone, Walter Connolly, Rita
Johnson. Director: Norman
Taurog.

Finn.

an

Society Lawyer. .930. . (78)
Mar. 31
Drama.
A
remake, in which
a
conservative
lawyer resigns his position to be a
criminal
lawyer, and loses his fiancee as a result but
is called in to defend his rival in love on a
murder charge. Walter Pidgeon, Virginia Bruce,
Leo Carrillo. Director: Edwin L. Marin.

Girl

Huckleberry

of

Shining Hour. .912 .. (75)
Nov. 18
Drama. A story of conflicting emotions in which
a man
and woman
find love only after each
is already married to someone
else, and the
woman
makes
an important decision to save
the situation. Joan Crawford, Margaret Sullavan, Robert Young, Melvyn Douglas. Director:
Frank Borzage.

Sunset Murder Case (formerly Sunset Strip
Case).. 345.. (65)
Nov. 18
Melodrama.
A
girl masquerades
as a dancer
in the club where her father, a detective, was
killed, to obtain evidence against the owner.
Sally Rand, Reed Hadley, Paul Sutton. Director: Louis Gasnier.
of the Deep. .326. . (47)
Oct. 28
Adventure. The film record of a scientific underwater exploration in the Caribbean Sea. Dr.
Beebe, Otis Barton. Director: Otis
William
Barton.

.927. . (80)
The story

pursuit of justice made
him
unrelentingly trail his own
son who
had gone from
to killer. Wallace Beery, Tom
Brown, Alan

pay her father’s debts. The money is stolen and
she is accused. Dorothy Page, Vince Barnett.
Director: Samuel Diege.

Titans

Madden.
Drama.

whose

Hardys Ride High, The. .934. . (81)
Apr. 21
Comedy.
The Hardys are about to come
into
a large inheritance, but evidence is found to
disprove their rights, and the family settles
down to normal living once more. Lewis Stone,
Mickey
Rooney, Fay
Holden, Cecilia Parker.
Director: George B. Seitz.

Bide ’Em Cowgirl. .W 1-2. . (52)
Jan. 20
Western.
A girl enters her horse In the rodeo
show to win the $5,000 prize money so she can

RELEASES

in which a professor of speech sets out to win
a wager by transforming a poor, ignorant flower
girl into a lady. Leslie Howard, Wendy
Hiller.
Director: Anthony Asquith.

Alan MarRobert Sin-

Fast and Loose. .924. . (79)
Feb. 17
Mystery-Comedy.
A dealer in rare books turns
detective to save his life when
he is accused
of the murder and subsequent library raid of
an

CURRENT

3

story.

Monogram
Boys’ Reformatory. .3820. . (61)
May 1
Action Drama.
A young lad takes the rap so
that his buddy can stay out of the reformatory
and save his face with his mother.
Frankie
Darro, Grant Withers. Director: Howard
Bretherton.
Convict’s Code (formerly Parole)
3822.. (63)
Jan. 18
Action Drama.
A man paroled from prison, sets
out to clear his name and to find the party who
framed him.
Robert Kent, Anne Nagel, Sidney
Blackmer.
Director: Lambert
Hillyer.
Down
the Wyoming
Trail .. 3864 ..(.. )
May 18
Western.
A
ranch foreman
dresses as Santa
Claus to capture a cattle rustler. Tex Ritter,
Mary
Brodell, Horace
Murphy,
Charles King.
Director: A1 Herman.
Drifting Westward. .3854. . (59)
Jan. 25
Western. It’s the old story of the hidden gold
mine, who has the map
and how it turns up
Hill.
accidentally
after the hero is called Into service. Jack Randall, Edna Duran. Director: Bob
Gang

Bullets.

.3818. . (63)

Nov.

Melodrama.
A district attorney "Joins"
eteering mob, finally driving them
Bridgetown. Robert Kent, Ann
Nagel,
Trowbridge. Director: Lambert Hillyer.
Gangster’s
Drama.

Boy. .3801. . (80)
A high-school honor

student,

23

a rackout of
Charles
Nov. 9
shunned

by all but two classmates because of his father’s
activities as a labor racketeer, takes the blame
when
one of his friends Injures a boy on a
bicycle. Jackie Cooper, Lucy Gilman, Tommy
Wonder.
Director: William Nigh.
Gun

Packer

(formerly

Last

Outlaw)

3851.. (49)
Nov. 16
Western. A
government man, sent to Investigate the disappearance of stolen gold shipments, finds the gold and the gang through

BOXOFFICE
May

20, 1939

THE

the help
Stanley.
I

Am

a

COMPLETE

of an ex-convict. Jack
Director: Wallace Fox.

Criminal.

.381%. . (73)
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Randall,

Louis*
Dec.

14

Drama.
A mobster's love for a homeless waif
he adopts in an effort to create public goodwill In his trial on a
manslaughter
charge
brings about his redemption.
John
Oarroll,
Martin Spellman. Director: William Nigh.
Little Pal (formerly The Healer) . .Reissue
..3828.. (66)
Feb. 3
Drama.
A
young
doctor, operating a
small
town orthopedic clinic, effects cures that win
him fame as a miracle healer. Ralph Bellamy,
Karen
Morley, Mickey
Rooney, Judith Allen.
Director: Reginald Barker.
Mystery of Mr. Wong. .3806. . (67)
Mar. 8
Melodrama.
The Oriental sleuth tracks down
an invisible killer. Boris Karloff, Dorothy Tree,
Grant Withers. Director: William Nigh.
Mystery Plane (formerly Sky Pirate)
..3809.. (60)
Mar. 8
Action Drama.
An inventor of a bombing device outwits a spy who kidnaps him to get the
plans,

and escapes in a plane, the spy In pursuit. An air fight ensues. John Trent, Milburn Stone, Marjorie Reynolds. Director: George
Waggner.
Navy Secrets. .3805. . (60)
Feb. 1
Action Drama.
Two
Naval Intelligence Service
workers find romance
when
they meet while
working
on the same
case. Grant Withers,
Fay Wray,
William von Brincken.
Director:
Howard
Bretherton.
Rollin’ Westward . . 3863 . . (57)
Mar. 1
Western.
Tex joins a
gang of homesteaders
but learns that their claims in the cattle country are illegal, and crime runs rampant
until
the guilty parties are brought to justice. Tex
Ritter, Dorothy Fay. Director: A1 Herman.
Song of the Buckaroo (formerly Little
Tenderfoot) . .3861. . (60)
Dec. 7
Western.
Tex Ritter turns Robin Hood, assumes the identity of a dead man, and finds
himself with a wife and little daughter. Tex
Ritter. Director: A1 Herman.
Starlight Over Texas. . 3859. . (59)
Sept. 7
Western. The first in the series of eight prairie
operas Monogram
will make. Story concerns a
Texas ranger in pursuit of cattle rustlers. Tex
Ritter. Director: A1 Herman.
Star Reporter .. 3822 ..( 62 )
Feb. 22
Melodrama.
A
young
newspaper
publisher
inaugurates a campaign against crime, and gets
himself In deep when he learns prominent people are involved. Warren
Hull, Marsha
Hunt,
Morgan
Wallace.
Director: Howard
Bretherton.
Streets of New
York. .3802. . (73)
Apr. 12
Drama.
A lad of the slums sets up Abraham
Lincoln as his ideal and strives to become
a
lawyer in the face of poverty, a gangster brother
and a shiftless father. Jackie Cooper, Martin
Spellman, George
Irving.
Director: William
Nigh.
Sundown
on the Prairie. .3862. . (53)
Feb. 8
Western. A mountain pass is dynamited to trap
a gang of cattle smugglers. Tex Ritter, Dorothy
Fay. Director: A1 Herman.
Tough

Kid..

3819..

(61)

Dec.

28

Action Drama.
A tough kid keeps his brother’*
fight manager
from resorting to trickery to
throw the championship fight. Frankie Darro,
Dick Purcell, Judith Allen. Director: Howard
Bretherton.
Undercover Agent. . 3824 .. (56)
Apr. 5
Melodrama.
A postal inspector finds the party
behind a counterfeit sweepstakes ticket racket,
thereby clearing his girl’s father of the charge.
Russell Gleason, Shirley Deane, J. M. Kerrigan.
Director: Howard
Bretherton.
Wanted
by Scotland Yard. .3829. . (62)
Apr. 19
Melodrama.
An ex-convict is framed into going back into a
criminal career when
he is
led to believe his sweetheart has betrayed him.
James Stephenson, Betty Lynne. Director: Norman Lee.
Wild Horse Canyon (formerly Last
Outlaw).. 3852.. (50)
Dec. 21
Western. Two pals of the saddle ride the range
searching for the murderer of the brother of
one of them.
Jack Randall, Dorothy
Short.
Director: Robert Hill.

Paramount
Ambush. .3820. . (62)
Jan. 20
Action Drama. A gang of bandits kidnap a girl
working in a bank because she recognized her
brother as one of the bandits. The boy loses his
life to save his sister. Gladys Swarthout, Lloyd
Nolan, William Henry.
Director: Kurt Neumann.
Arrest Bulldog Drummond . . 3812 . . (58) .... Nor. 25
Melodrama.
An international spy commits two
murders to gain possession of an invention for
explosives, valuable for use In warfare, but
Bulldog Drummond
and his girl friend bring
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about
the capture of the
Howard,
Heather
Angel, H.
rector: James Hogan.
Artists

and

Models

fleatutel

SES

criminals. John
B. Warner.
Di-

Abroad .. 3817 .. (96) .... Dec.

30

Comedy.
The adventures of an American theatrical troupe stranded in Paris who
are saved
by a Texas oil millionaire and his daughter who
join the troupe incognito. Jack Benny, Joan
Bennett,

Mary
Boland,
rector: Mitchell Leisen.

Yacht

Club

Boys.

Di-

Back
Door to Heaven . . 3833 ..(..)
Apr. 21
Drama.
Five people in the same
graduating
class meet ten years later as a lawyer, a night
club dancer, a
bank
president, a
dishonored
ship’s captain, and a
fugitive from the law.
Wallace Ford, Aline McMahon,
Stuart Erwin,
Patricia Ellis. Director: Wm.
K. Howard.
Beachcomber,
The. .3863. . (89)
Mar, 10
Drama.
A
shiftless drifter in the Dutch East
Indies tropics wages a strong fight against a
woman
missionary who
tries to reform him.
Charles Laughton, Elsa Lanchester.
Director:
Erich Pommer.
Boy
Trouble.. 3824.. (74)
Feb. 17
Comedy.
Two adopted youngsters nearly wreck
a household and almost cause a divorce, but
the family is drawn together when
one of the
boys

becomes

George

ill.

Charles

Ruggles,

land, Billy Lee, Donald
Archainbaud.

O’Connor.

Mary

Bo-

Director:

Bulldog Drummond’s
Secret Police .. 3831 . .
(55)
Apr. 14
Melodrama.
A valuable King’s treasure is lost,
and Drummond
unearths a torture chamber
in
the secret passages of Rockingham
Towers, and
murder, explosions and horror prevail until the
mystery
Is solved. John
Howard,
Heather
Angel, Reginald Denny, E. E. Clive. Director:
James Hogan.
Cafe Society . . 3826 . . (83)
Mar. 3
Drama.
A
glimpse into the Gotham
circle of
cafe society, where
a
news
reporter meets
and falls in love with a wealthy girl. Madeleine Carroll, Fred MacMurray,
Shirley Ross.
Director: Edward
H. Griffith.
Disbarred. .3818. . (58)
Jan. 1
Action Drama.
An expose of the criminal lawyer racket, in which a disbarred lawyer pose*
as a real estate operator and sets up a law office
headed by a woman.
Gall Patrick, Otto Kruger.
Director: Robert Florey.
Frontiersman. .3856. . (74)
Dec. 16
Western.
Hopalong
Cassidy, in action against
raiders of the Old West, finds romance
when
school teacher comes to the frontier. William
Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Evelyn
Venable. Director: Lesley Selander.
Hotel Imperial. . 3836. . (80)
Drama.
A war drama of a

young

woman

May 12
who,

in search of an officer responsible for her sister’s suicide, falls in love with the man
she
hates. Isa Miranda, Ray Milland, Gene Lockhart, Reginald Owen.
Director: Robert Florey.
If I Were King. .3810.. (101)
Nov. 11
Historical Drama.
A dramatization of the legendary vagabond poet. Francois Villon, and
his romantic French revolution activities. Ronald Colman. Basil Rathbone, Frances Dee. Director: Frank Lloyd.
Illegal Traffic.
Melodrama.

.3809. . (67)
A
wildcat

line

operator

Nov. 4
grows

wealthy operating an
“underground
railway’’
as a getaway for crooks and gets away
with
murder
until a G-Man
joins his organization.
J. Carrol Nalsh, Mary Carlisle, Robert Preston.
Director: Louis King.
I’m From
Missouri . . 3830 . .(77)
Apr. 7
Comedy.
Burns goes to London to interest the
British army
in his thoroughbred mules, and
meets stiff competition when
a tractor mogul
tries to sell the government calvary tanks. Bob
Burns. Gladys George, Gene Lockhart, Judith
Barrett. Director: Theodore Reed.
King of Chinatown. .3827.
Melodrama.
A
Chinese

. (57)
woman

doctor

Mar. 17
nurses

a gangster leader back to health after he had
been shot, despite her hatred for him. and he
falls in love with her. but is later killed by
his henchmen.
roff, J. Carrol

Anna
May Wong, Akim
TamiNaish. Director: Nick Grinde.

Lady’s From
Kentucky, The. .3834. . (77) . .Apr. 28
Comedy
Drama.
A
hard-boiled bookmaker
learns the real meaning of sportsmanship when
he falls in love with a Kentucky belle. George
Raft, Ellen Drew.
Director: Alexander Hall.
Little Orphan
Annie. .3814. . (58)
Dec. 2
Comedy
Drama.
Adapted from the comic strip.
Orphan
Annie, a runaway, Is befriended by a
prizefighter, and the two help rid the community of loan sharks. Ann
Glllis, Robert Kent,
June Travis. Director: Ben Holmes.
Midnight. .3828. .(93)
.Mar. 24
Comedy
Drama.
A young woman,
stranded in
Paris, pretends she is a Baroness, and a taxi
driver aids her by posing as her husband.
Claudette Colbert, Don
Ameche,
Francis Lederer, John Barrymore. Director: Mitchell Leisen.

Mysterious Rider. .3707. . (73)
Oct. 21
Western. An adaptation of the Zane Grey novel
of the outdoors, in which a man, framed on a
murder charge, comes back 20 years later for
revenge, disguised as a masked
mystery rider.
Douglas
Dumbrille, Sidney
Toler.
Director:
Lesley Selander.
Never Say Die . . 3832 . . (80)
Apr. 14
Comedy With Music. A man with 30 days to live
marries an heiress who is running away from
a
fortune hunter. Martha
Raye, Bob
Hope.
Director: Elliott Nugent.
. . . one-third of a nation . . . 3825. . (75) . .Feb. 24
Drama.
A story of the housing problems, that
deals with the slum sections. Sylvia Sidney,
Leif Erickson. Director: Dudley Murphy.
Paris Honeymoon. .3821. . (85)
Jan. 27
Musical Comedy.
A wealthy American goes to
Europe to await the Paris divorce of his fiancee.
In the interim he falls in love with a beautiful peasant girl. Bing Crosby, Franciska Gaal,
Edward
Everett Horton, Akim
Tamiroff. Director: Frank Tuttle.
Persons in Hiding. .3823. . (69)
Feb. 10
Action Drama.
The astonishing story of a female Svengali who
turns a small-time crook
into America’s most dangerous criminal. Based
on the book by J. Edgar Hoover.
Lynne Overman, Patricia Morison, J. Carrol Nalsh.
Director: Louis King.
Ride

a

Crooked

Mile.

.3815. . (70)

Dec.

6

Action Drama.
A
son’B struggle with loyalty
and duty when his father, an ex-Cossack, turns
cattle rustler and
is sent to prison. Akim
Tamiroff, Leif Erikson,
tor: Alfred E. Green.

Frances

Farmer.

Direc-

St. Louis Blues. .3822. . (87)
Feb. 3
Musical Romance.
A showgirl, fleeing a ruthless manager, joins a show boat troupe as a
singer, and saves the owner from bankruptcy.
Dorothy
Lamour,
Lloyd Nolan, Tito Guizar.
Director: Raoul Walsh.
Say It in French. .3831. . (69)
Nov. 25
Comedy.
A
young man
returns home
with a
Parisian wife and before he can announce the
news, finds his family facing financial ruin
unless he makes a wealthy marriage. Ray Milland, Olympe
Bradna, Irene Hervey. Director:
Andrew
L. Stone.
Silver on the Sage. .3858. . (68)
Western. Hopalong poses as a gambler
the leader of a gang of rustlers, who
double as his alibi. William
Boyd,
Hayes,

Russell

Hayden.

Director:

Mar. 31
to find
uses a
George

Lesley

Selan-

der.
Some Like It Hot . . 3837 . . (65)
May 19
Musical. A jam session of swing music aided
by laughs and romance.
Bob
Hope, Shirley
Ross, Una Merkel. Gene Krupa
and orchestra.
Director: George Archainbaud.
Sudden Money. .3829. . (62)
Mar. 31
Comedy.
What
happens
when
Mr. Average
American Family wins the sweepstakes. Charles
Ruggles, Marjorie Rambeau,
Charles Grapewin.
Director: Nick Grinde.
Sunset Trail . . 3857 . . (68 )
Feb. 24
Western.
The
murder
of a
wealthy rancher
climaxes a series of stagecoach robberies and
murders by a cunning gambler and his outlaw
gang. Hopalong poses as a wealthy tenderfoot
to bring about their capture. William Boyd,
George Hayes, Russell Hayden,
Jane Clayton.
Director: Lesley Selander.
Thanks
for the Memory . .3811. . (78)
Nov. 18
Comedy
Drama.
A
salesman trying to write
a novel is continually disrupted, first, by annoying friends, then by household chores when
his wife gets a job so he will have time to
write. A quarrel sends him to finish his novel
in a garret, but the couple are reunited when
the book is finished. Hedda
Hopper, Patricia
Wilder, Roscoe Karns.
Director: George Archainbaud.
Tom
Sawyer, Detective. .3816. . (68)
Dec. 23
Comedy
Drama.
Huck
Finn and Tom
Sawyer,
while on a country visit discover a murder and
solve the case in their own
way.
Donald
O’Connor,
Louis King. Billy

Cook,

Porter

Hall.

Director:

Union Pacific. .3835. . (137)
.May 5
Outdoor Drama.
The history of the building
of the Union Pacific railroad. Barbara Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Robert Preston, Lynne Overman. Director: Cecil B. DeMille.
Zaza. .3819. . (86)
Jan. 13
Drama.
A music-hall actress, who rises to fame
as a Parisian entertainer, falls in love with a
man
whom
she later learns is married. Claudette Colbert, Herbert Marshall. Director: George
Cukor.

Republic

Blue
Montana
Skies . . 844 ..(..)
May 5
Western.
A
band of Canadian Northwest fur
smugglers use a Montana
dude ranch as their
front, but a
Canadian cattleman seeks them

THE

Come On, Rangers !. .818. . (57)
Nov. 25
Western.
Succeeded by the U. S. Cavalry, the
Texas Rangers are reinstated when
the army
fails on a difficult task the ex-Rangers handle.
Hatton. DiRoy Rogers, Mary Hart, Raymond
rector: Joe Kane.
in

Arkansaw.

.805. . (66)

Oct. 8

Drama.
A government man, sent to the backwoods of Arkansas to buy property for a dam,
gradually overcomes the hostility of the natives.
Weaver
Bros, and Elviry, Ralph Byrd, Pinky
Tomlin. Director: Nick Grinde.
Federal Man-Hunt. . (64)
Dec. 27
Action Drama.
Believing him innocent, a girl
aids a convict’s escape from prison, and helps
the police recapture him when
she learns his
background.
Robert Livingston, June
Travis,
John Gallaudet. Director: Nick Grinde.
Fighting
Action

Thoroughbreds. .808. . (65)
Jan. 6
Drama.
The offspring of a
thoroughbred they had tried to disqualify, grows up.
enters the derby and wins the race. Ralph Byrd,
Mary Carlisle, George Hayes. Director: Sidney
Salkow.

Forged Passport. .823. . (64)
Feb. 15
Action Drama. After getting fired for being too
ready with his fists, a government
man
goes
after a gang of alien smugglers and is reinstated in the service. Paul Kelly, June Lang,
Lyle Talbot. Director: Joe Kane.
Frontier Pony Express. .854. . (57)
Western.
A
Pony
Express Rider

Apr. 19
saves the

army’s documents from Confederate spies. Roy
Rogers, Mary
Hart, Don
Dillaway. Director:
Joe Kane.
Home

on

the

Prairie.

.842. . (58)

Feb.

10

Western. The singing cowboy turns cattle inspector and solves the mystery of the hoof-andmouth
disease in his district. Gene
Autry,
Smiley Burnette, June Storey. Director: Jack
Townley.
I

Was
a Convict. .824. . (62)
Mar. 6
Melodrama.
A
multi-millionaire befriends two
paroled convicts he had met while in prison for
income tax evasion. One of them, intending to
rob him, is rehabilitated when
he falls for
the

man’s
daughter, and saves his benefactor from a
kidnap
plot. Barton
MacLane,
Beverly
Roberts, Clarence
Kolb.
Director:
Aubrey Scotto.

Man
of Conquest. .801. . (97)
May 15
Historical Drama.
The story of Sam
Houston
and
his fight for Texan
independence from
Mexico, and
Texas’ ultimate entry into the
Union. Richard Dix, Gail Patrick, Edward Ellis.
Director: George Nicholls jr.
Mexicali Rose . . 843 . . (58)
Mar. 27
Western.
Oil stock swindlers victimize a girl
who runs an orphanage in Mexico. Gene Autry,
Smiley Burnette, Noah Beery. Director: George
Sherman.
My
Wife’s Relatives. .810. . (65)
Mar. 20
Comedy.
Mr. Higgins’ home-made
candy business takes a sudden rise when
a valuable diamond is lost, and his son, deducing it had
fallen into the candy, advertises the fact to the
public. James Gleason, Lucile Gleason, Russell
Gleason. Director: Gus Meins.
Mysterious Miss X. . 809.. (62)
Jan. 10
Melodrama.
An
actor, accused of murder. Is
freed by a peculiar twist of fate. But he and
the dead man’s daughter together solve the
murder.
Michael Whalen,
Mary
Hart, Chick
Chandler. Director: Gus Meins.
Night Riders .. 865 .. (58)
Apr. 12
Western. The Three Mesquiteers defy a gambler who uses a
forged land grant to oust
ranchers. John
Wayne,
Ray
Corrigan, Max
Terhune. Director: George Sherman.
Orphans

of

the

Streets.

.819. . (64)

Dec.

5

Drama.
A man
saves a dog’s life in this story
of an Alsatian Shepherd dog on trial for the
murder
of a man.
Robert Livingston, Tommy
Ryan, June Storey. Director: John H. Auer.
Pride of the Navy . . 822 . . (63)
Jan. 26
Drama.
A
young
seaman, who
fails in the
initial test of his torpedo-boat invention, later
wins success and the captain’s daughter. James
Dunn, Rochelle Hudson.
Director: Charles Lamont.
Red River Range. .864. . (56)
Dec. 22
Western. Guests on a dude ranch discover they
have
unwittingly taken
part in what
they
thought were "fake” rustling parties, headed
by the ranch owner.
John Wayne,
Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune. Director: George Sherman.
Rhvthm
of the Saddle (formerly Song of
the West).. 7108.. (58)
Nov. 5
Western. Gene Autry and Smiley Burnette see
to it all goes smooth at the Silver Saddle Ranch
on Rodeo
Day
and also win the stagecoach
race. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Pert Kelton.
Director: George Sherman.
Rough

98

Riders

Roundup.

.853. . (58)

Mar.
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Shine On, Harvest Moon. .852. . (57)
Dec. 23
Western. A cattle rustler wants a certain ranch
to store his stolen cattle and tries to burn down
the place to get it. Roy Rogers, Mary Hart,
William Farnum.
Director: Joe Kane.
.807. . (65)
story of the

army

Nov. 7
activities

of British soldiers on India’s frontiers. Patric
Knowles, Richard Cromwell, Rochelle Hudson.
Director: Sidney Salkow.
Street of Missing Men. .811. . (65)
Apr. 25
Action Drama.
Upon his release from Alcatraz,
a former gangster leader sets out to wreck the
newspaper which sent him' to prison. Charles
Bickford, Harry Carey, Tommy
Ryan, Guinn
William's. Director: Sidney Salkow.
Western

Jamboree.

.841. . (59)

Dec.

2

Western.
A
ranch foreman
saves his boss's
property from two men anxious to get him to
sell before he discovers his land holds valuable
helium deposits. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette,
Jean Rouverol. Director: Ralph Staub.
Woman
Doctor. .808. . (65)
Feb. 10
Drama.
A woman
surgeon, with little time for
her husband and child, is faced with a divorce
threat when
her husband falls for a charmer.
They are reconciled when their child is injured
in an accident. Frieda Inescort, Henry
Wilcoxon, Claire Dodd, Sybil Jason. Director: Sidney Salkow.

RKO

Radio

Almost a Gentleman. .920. . (65)
Mar. 31
Drama.
A canine shows his love for, and proves
his real worth to. his master, who
had first
befriended him after he had been condemned
as an outcast, and then had defended him in
court on a murder charge. James Ellison, Helen
Wood,
wins.

June

Clayworth.

Director:

Leslie

Good-

Annabel Takes a Tour. .908. . (61)
Nov. 11
Comedy.
A
motion picture celebrity and her
press agent go on a tour to restore her waning
popularity, but the star tries to swap
her
career for a one-sided romance
with a
titled
married
novelist. Jack
Oakie, Lucille Ball.
Director: Lew Landers.
Arizona Legion. .982. . (58)
Jan. 20
Western. The hero, working secretly as head
of a vigilante group, rids Arizona of marauding
bandits.

George O’Brien,
rector: David Howard.

Laraine

Johnson.

Di-

Beauty for the Asking. .915. . (64)
Feb. 24
Comedy.
A
young beautician markets a new
face cream, and complications ensue when her
advertising agency
secures financial aid for
her through the wife of the man
who had jilted her. Lucille Ball, Donald
Woods,
Patric
Knowles,
Frieda
Inescort. Director: Glenn
Tryon.
Boy Slaves (formerly Pure in Mind).. 911
(71)
Feb. 10
Melodrama.
A gang of road kids are paroled
to a man
who pretends to befriend them, but
they become prisoners in his turpentine camp.
Anne
Shirley, Roger Daniel.
Director: P. J.
Wolfson.
Fisherman’s Wharf . . 844 . . (71)
Feb. 3
Comedy
Drama.
A fisherman nearly loses the
adopted son he loves, when
he falls in love
with a worthless woman.
Bobby
Breen, Leo
Carrillo,
Lee Patrick. Director: Bernard Vorhaus.
Fixer Dugan. .922. . (68)
Action Drama.
Romance
and
their way into this human
story

Apr. 21
tragedy wend
of circus folks,

and how the “fixer” helps adjust their personal
problems. Lee Tracy, Virginia Weidler, Peggy
Shannon.
Director: Lew Landers.
Flying Irishman, The. .919. . (73)
Biographical Drama.
A
dramatization
life of
Douglas
Great Man
Comedy.

Apr. 7
of the

Douglas
("Wrong
Way”)
Corrigan.
Corrigan, Paul Kelly, Robert
Armstrong. Director: Leigh Jason.
Votes, The. .913. . (70)
An academic scholar

turns

...Jan. 13
to drink

when

his wife dies, but reforms when the Children’s Society threatens to take away his two
children. John Barrymore, Peter Holden, Virginia Weidler. Director: Garson Kanin.

Gunga
Din. .912. . (117) Q
Action Drama. British military

adventure

CURRENT

passes

RELEASES

of

Northern

India,

suggested

vaguely by Rudyard Kipling’s famous poem of
the Indian water boy. Cary Grant, Victor McLaglen, Douglas
Fairbanks
jr., Sam
Jaffe,
Eduardo Ciannelli. Director: George Stevens.

Santa Fe Stampede. .863. . (56)
Nov. 18
Western. Following the murder of a rich ore
mine owner and his little daughter, the Three
Mesquiteers enter the town at Santa Fe to capture the culprits and replace the crooked mayor
with an honest man.
John Wayne,
Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune. Director: George Terhune.

Storm Over Bengal.
Action Drama.
A

ON

mountain

Western. Two Border Patrolmen are suspended
for allowing an outlaw gang to escape. They
follow the leader to his hideout and capture
the gang, which wins their reinstatement. Roy
Rogers, Mary Hart, Raymond
Hatton. Director:
Joseph Kane.

out to avenge the murder of his partner. Gene
Autry, Smiley Burnette, June Storey. Director:
B. Reeves Eason.

Down

COMPLETE

Feb. 17
in the

Law West of Tombstone. .909. . (72)
Nov. 18
Western. A
dramatization of the days of the
old west, In which an ex-outlaw moves to a
new
frontier and establishes law and order.
Harry

Carey, Tim
rector: Glenn Tyron.

Holt,

Evelyn

Brent.

Di-

Lawless Valley. .981. . (59)
Nov. 4
Western. A young cowboy, sent to prison on a
false charge of stage robbery, Is paroled, and
returns to find his sweetheart held prisoner on
her ranch by a couple of lawless valley overlords, one of whom
is guilty of the robbery
charge.
George
David Howard.

O’Brien,

Kay

Sutton.

Director:

Lost Patrol. . (reissue) .. (73)
Feb. 17
Drama.
A
group of white men, lost in the
desert, are shot down
one by one by hostile
Arabs, until only the leader is left to face the
murderous tribe. Victor McLaglen, Boris Karloff, Wallace Ford, Reginald Denny.
Director:
John Ford.
Love Affair. .916. . (87)
Apr. 7
Comedy
Drama.
A couple break their engagement and agree to meet in six months, at the
end of which time the girl is crippled in an
accident. Irene Dunne,
Charles Boyer.
Director: Leo McCarey.
Mad

Miss

Manton.

.906. . (78)

Oct. 21

Mystery

Comedy.
A
society girl with a
detective complex uncovers a murder
but can’t
get the police to believe her. A
newspaper
berates her and is sued for libel, and in the
interim the girl solves the mystery. Barbara
Stanwyck,
Henry
Fonda.
Director: Leigh
Jason.
Next Time I Marry (formerly Trailer
Romance) . .910. . (65)
Dec. 2
Comedy. Faced with loss of an inheritance unless, she gets an American husband, but in love
with a Count, a girl marries a WPA
worker.
The
quick divorce agreed upon
Is forgotten
when romance enters. Lucille Ball, James Ellison, Lee Bowman.
Director: Garson Kanin.
Pacific

Liner.

.914. . (76)

Jan.

6

Action Drama.
A ship’s doctor tries to stem the
spread of Asiatic cholera aboard a
traveling
vessel, but the chief engineer hampers his efforts, while threats of mutiny and death prevail.
Victor McLaglen, Chester Morris, Wendy
Barrie.
Director: Lew Landers.
Panama
Lady. .925. . (65)
May 12
Melodrama.
A
wealthy
oil prospector goes
through a complete rehabilitation at the hands
of a dance hall girl. Lucille Ball, Allan Lane.
Director: Jack Hively.
Peck’s Bad Boy With the
Circus. .948. . (68)
Nov. 25
Comedy
Drama.
Tommy
pinchhits for Ann as
a bareback rider with the circus when Ann is
hurt. He
comes
through with flying colors.
Tommy
Kelly, Ann Gillis. Director: Edward
F.
Cline.
Rookie Cop. .923. . (60)
Apr. 28
Melodrama.
A young policeman shows his superiors the importance of police dogs in criminal detection. Tim
Holt, Virginia Weidler,
Janet Shaw, Ace the wonder
dog.
Director:
George Howard.
Saint Strikes Back, The. .918. . (64)
Mar. 10
Mystery-Melodrama.
The
Saint helps a
San
Francisco lassie clear her name
and to wipe
out a
band of thieves who
had framed
hef:
father, the police commissioner. George Sanders, Wendy Barrie, Jonathan Hale. Director:
Farrow.

John

Sorority House. .924. . (63)
May 5
Comedy
Drama.
Presents a celluloid argument
against the existing dangers of snobbishness
among
college sororities. Anne
Shirley, J. M.
row.
Kerrigan, Barbara Read.
Director: John FarStar

of

Midnight.

.Reissue.

. (90)

Feb.

17

Mystery

Comedy-Drama.
A Broadway
star disap ears, a columnist is murdered, and numerous suspects are rounded up before the mystery is cleared. William Powell, Ginger Rogers. Director: Stephen Roberts.

Story of Vernon and Irene Castle, The.. 838
(92)
Apr. 28
Musical.
The
rise of the two internationally
successful ballroom dancers, taking the period
from 1911 up to the death of Castle as a flying
instructor in Texas during the war.
Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers. Director: H. C. Potter.
Tarnished Angel (formerly Miracle Racket)
907 . (67)
Oct. 28
Melodrama.
A
nightclub hostess, hiding out
from police, disguises herself as an evangelist
and plots to steal a
priceless necklace until
she discovers her fake "faith cures” are gettingrector:
results.
Eilers, Dee Bowman.
DiLeslie Sally
Goodwins.
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They Made Her a Spy. .920. . (67)
Action Drama.
In the belief that
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Forbidden
Musical
puts

Trouble in Sundown. .983. . (57)
Mar. 24
Western. The town banker, victim of a trumpedup charge of robbery and murder, is in the
soup until the perpetrators are found. George
O’Brien,
Howard.
12

Rosalind

Keith.

Director:

David

Crowded Hours ..917.. (64)
Mar. 3
Action Drama.
A
reporter exposes the policy
racket in order to clear his sweetheart’s brother. Richard Dix, Lucille Ball, Allan Lane,
Cyrus W. Kendall. Director: Lew
Landers.

State Rights
Alexander Nevsky.. (92)
Amkino
Epic Drama.
The invasion of Russia by the
Order of Teutonic Knights in the 13th Century.
Nickolai Cherkassov, N. P. Okhlopkov.
Director: Sergei Eisenstein.
Big Fella.. (70)
Retlaw
Musical Drama.
A quaint, English water-front
yarn of a hapless family. Paul Robeson, Elisabeth Welch. Director: J. Elder Wills.
Bizarre Bizarre. . (84)
Lenauer
Comedy.
A French satire of British customs,
with an underlying plot centering around
a
botanist who
writes mystery stories under an
assumed name.
Louis Jouvet, Francoise Rosay,
Michel Simon. Director: Marcel Carne.
Bouquets From
Nicholas. . ( 75)
Walcli Mar. 1
Satire. A
French satire on American
gangs,
the story revolving around
a
simple flower
vender who
becomes
the dupe of gangsters.
Noel-Noel, Madeliene Robinson. Director: Maurice Cammage.
Bronze Buckaroo, The.. (59)
Hollywood Piet.
Western with All-Colored Cast. Villains attempt
to acquire a piece of land containing a valuable
gold mine. Herbert Jefferey, Spencer Williams,
“Four Tones.” Director: Richard C. Kahn.
Cham ps-Ely sees. . (89)
Tri-National
Comedy.
A
narration of the history of the
Champs-Elysees in which the love life of Louis
XV
is highlighted. (In French with English
subtitles.) Sacha Guitry, Jacqueline DeLubac,
Lisette Lanvin.
Director and
author: Sacha
Guitry.
Concentration Camp.. (69)
Ajnkino
Drama.
Soviet propaganda depicting the struggle of the German
workers against Hitler’s
regime. O. Jakov, S. Shirokova, S. Mezhinsky.
Convicts at Large.. (57)
Principal
Comedy
Drama.
An architect blunders intu a
net of racketeers who
think he is an escaped
convict who
knows
the hiding place of some
stolen jewels. Ralph Forbes, Paula Stone. Directors: Scott E. Beal and David A. Freedman.
Crisis.. (86)
Herbert Kline
Documentary.
A
graphic illustration of the
events leading up to Nazi aggression in the
Sudetenland and Czechoslovakia. Leif Erikson.
Dialogue by Vincent Slreean.
Crossroads. . (80)
Tri-National
Drama.
An Industrialist, plagued by blackmailers, becomes convinced that he was a notorious
thief before he lost his memory.
(French dialogue.) Charles Vanel, Jules Berry, Suzy Prim.
Director: Kurt Bernhardt.
Curtain Rises, The . . (85)
Frank Iiassler
Drama.
Two
girls in a French Academy
are
in love with the same fellow. One girl commits suicide, disguising it as murder, so that
the blame will be placed on her rival. Louis
Jouvet, Claude Dauphin, Janine Darcey, Mady
Made.
Director: Marc Allegret.
Double Crime in tile Maginot Line .. (83) .. Tower
Mystery Drama.
Several military men are suspected of the double murder in France’s worldfamed Maginot Line, until the net closes in on
a German
spy. Victor Francen, Vera Korene,
Fernand Fabre. Director: Felix Gandera.
Father O’Flynn. . (67)
J. H. Hoffberg
Drama
with Music. An Irish film about a girl
kept captive by her father in a gambling house.
Tom
Burke, Jeane Adrienne,
Director: Wilfred Noy.

Dennis

O’Neil.

Feud of the Range. . (Metropolitan) ..(..). .Dec. 1
Western. Starring Bob Steele with the cast of
Gertrude
Messinger, Richard
Cramer,
Frank
LaRue, Bob Burns, Charles King, Bud Buster,
Jack Ingram, Duke
R. Lee, Jean Cranford.
Director: Harry S. Webb.
Foolish Virgin, The.. (80)
Drama.
An elderly lawyer
girl. Her brother follows
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Walch
off with a young
the girl is shot
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by mistake in a scuffle. Victor Francen, Juliette
Faber, Gabrielle Dorziat. Director: Henry Diamant-Berger.

Apr. 14
sabotage was

responsible for her brother’s death, a
young
woman
joins the intelligence bureau and rounds
up a foreign spy ring. Sally Eilers, Allan Lane,
Larry Blake. Director: Jack Hively.

ON

a

Richard
Forde.
40 Little

Music..
Satire.

(64)
Dictator

of a

World
mythical

Pictures
kingdom

ban on music so his subjects can concentrate on the national debt. Jimmy
Durante,
Tauber, Diana Napier. Director: Walter
Mothers

(Le

Moche)

. . (95) . .National

Piet.

Comedy.
A bachelor teacher in a girls’ school
tries to smuggle in an abandoned
baby found
on his doorstep. The authorities intervene but
the girls stage a strike to reinstate their teacher.
Lucien Baroux, Philippe, Madeleine Robinson.
Director: Leonide Moguy.
400,000,000, The . . (55)
Garrison
Documentary.
The real facts behind the undeclared war in China as narrated by Dudley
Nichols, from the camera record of Joris Ivens,
the Dutch producer, and John Ferno. Fredric
March. Music by Hanns Eisler.
Friends. . (97)
Amkino
Outdoor Drama.
How
the Caucasian tribes were
welded
together as a
revolutionary force in
1917, against their oppressors. Boris Babochkin,
Nikolai Cherkassov, S. Kayukov, K. Daushvill.
Director: B. Arnshtam.
Gang’s All Here, The. . (78) ... .Associated British
Comedy.
An insurance investigator poses as a
famous killer to track down
a gang of jewel
thieves. Jack Buchanan,
Otto Kruger, Jack
La
Rue, Edward
Everett Horton.
Director:
Thornton Freeland.
Grand Illusion. . (92)
World
Drama.
The effects of war
are presented in
this drama
depicting the hardships endured by
French army officers in a German
prison camp.
(In French with superimposed English dialogue
titles.) Eric von Stroheim, Jean Gabin, Pierre
Fresnay, Dita Parlo. Director: Jean Renoir.
Great Citizen, The.. (114)
Amkino
Historical. Portraying the events in 1925-26 in
Leningrad at the Red Metal Workers
factory,
which led to the downfall of the Trotskyites,
and

are purported to be a prelude to the “Moscow Treason Trials.” N. Bogoliubov, I. Bersenov, O. Zhakov.
Director: Friedrich Ermler.
Hatred.. (..)
Drama.
A story of the sea, from
O. P. Gilbert. (In French with
English dialogue titles). Starring
Housemaster. . (85)
Comedy
Drama.
From

the

World
the novel by
superimposed
Harry Baur.
Alliance
stage play,

English

“Bachelor Born,” in which 500 harassed school
boys revolt against the reforms of a new headmaster. Otto Kruger, Diana Churchill, Phillips
Holmes.
Director: H. Brenon.
In

Old

Montana.

. (61)

Spectrum

Western.
An
army
lad returns to his dad’s
ranch to help settle the cattlemen-sheepherders’ feud, which is being kept alive by the local
banker.
Fted Scott, Jean Carmen.
Director:
Raymond
K. Johnson.
Ivreutzer
Drama.
famous
Charles

Sonata,

The.

. (79) .. .Foreign

Cinema

Arts

A Fiench film version of Leo Tolstoy’s
story and Beethoven’s imtmortal composition. Gaby Morlay, Jean Yonnel.
Director:
Guichard.

Mamele. . (100)
Sphinx
Comedy-Drama.
Yiddish film about a widowed
mother who continually makes sacrifices for an
unappreciative clan.
Molly
Picon, Edmund
Avenda, Max
Bozyk.
Directors: Joseph Green,
Konrad
Tom.
Man and His Wife, A.. (77)
French Films
Drama.
How
a middle-aged man
sucessfully
wins his young wife away from her young lover.
Harry Baur, Suzy Vernon.
Director: Jean Dreville.
Man With the Gun, The.. (88)
Amkino
Drama.
The screen version of a true story of
the peasant whose
accidental meeting
with
Lenin impressed him so much
that he joined
the revolutionary forces of Lenin and Stalin
against Kerensky.
M. Shtraulch, M. Gelovani,
Boris Tenin. Director: Sergei Yutkevich.
Manhattan
Shakedown . . (57)
Warwick
Melodrama.
A
Broadway
columnist risks his
life to find the man
who is blackmailing his
friend. Rosalind Keith, John Gallaudet. Director: Leon Barsha.
Marseillaise ..(.. )
World
Drama.
A dramatization of the French Revolution. (In French with superimposed English
dialogue titles.) Pierre Renoir, Louis Jouvet.
Director: Jean Renoir.
Marusia. . (105)
Drama
with Music.

A

Ukrainian

folk

Ukrafilm
drama of

a hunch-back whose love for the town’s fairest
maiden leads to the death of the girl and her
true lover. Stephania Melnvk, Nicholas Stehnitzky. Director: Deo Bulgakov.
Mothers of Today.. (90)
Drama.
A
Yiddish film

portraying

the

Apex
story

of a
mother
whose
one daughter marries a
gangster and a son who
almost forsakes his
rabbinical career for a worthless woman.
Esther
Field,
Henry

Simon
Lynn.

Mutiny

of

Wolf,

the

Paula

Lubelska.

Elsinore .. (73)

Director:
Regal

Action Drama.
From
Jack London’s forceful
drama
of adventure and mutiny on the high
seas, and the hopes and desperations of these
sea-faring men.
Paul
Lukas, Lyn
Harding.
Director: Roy Lockwood.
Neighbors. . (90)
Comedy.
A Jewish
a

comedy

of

Best Films
errors in which

mixup
in names
brings confusion and romance into the life of a radio announcer. Helen
Joseph Orwid. Director:

Gross,

Old Curiosity Shop, The.. (70)
Empire
Period Drama.
From
the Charles Dickens
classic of the same name, in which is portrayed
the beloved
Petrie, Elaine

character of “Little Nell.” Hay
Benson. Director: Thomas Bentley.

Orage (Tempest) . . (73)
Tri-National
Drama.
An engineer gives up his wife for a
temptress who
really loves him, but tragedy
ensues.

(French dialogue with English subtitles.) Charles Boyer, Michele Morgan, Lisette
Director:

Lanvin.

Outlaws’ Paradise. . (55)
Victory
Western. A G-Man
goes on the hunt for stolen
bonds and the gang responsible for the robbery.
field.
Tim McCoy, Joan Barclay. Director: Sam NewPuritan, The.. (85)
Lenauer
Drama.
A psychological study of a young man
who dedicates himself to the cause of erasing
immorality in others, and uses that as an excuse to justify his own
vile acts. Jean-Louis
Barrault, Pierre Fresnay, Viviane Romance.
Sable Cicada.. (87)
Modern Film Corp.
Historical. A Chinese historical classic of the
fall of the Han dynasty. Violet Koo, Y. L. Wei,
I. E. Koo. Director: R. Poh.
Sacrifice D’Honneur.
Naval Drama.
A
save

. (75)
wife sacrifices

Tri-National
her honor to

her husband from court-martial and dismissal from the naval service. (French dialogue.) Annabella, Victor Francen.
Director:

School

for

Husbands.

. (72)

J. H.

Comedy.
An adult film,
derer who demonstrates

Hoffberg

portraying a philanto two
conventional

husbands the advisability of flirting with one’s
respective spouses. Diana
Churchill, Henry
Marton.
Kendall,
Romney
Brent.
Director: Andrew
Slipper Episode, The.. (80)
French Film
Farce. Two
casual acquaintances tour a large
slice of Europe to return a missing slipper to a
faithless wife. Betty Stockfleld, Roger Trevllle.
Director: Jean De Limur.
Smoky
Trails ..(..).. Metropolitan
Jan. 15
Western. Starring Bob Steele with the cast of
Jean Carmen, Bruce Dane, Murdock MacQuarrie,
Carleton Young, Ted Adams, Frank LaRue, Jim
Aubrey, Bob
Terry, Frank
Wayne.
Producer:
Harry S. Webb.
Soviet

Border.

. (94)

Amkino

Action Drama.
Japanese aggression in the Soviet Far East, and how an heroic Soviet family
repelled the invader. E. Tiapkina, E. Federova.
Director: A. G. Ivanov.
Tiger Hunt.. (54) ®
World
Adventure Travelog. The story of a tiger that
terrorized a native jungle village and evaded all
traps
Native

set for him, until a beautiful girl is offered as prize- to the hero capturing the beast.
cast. Producer: Marquis de la Falaise.

Two
Sisters. . (79)
Foreign Cinema
Drama.
A
Yiddish film portraying the sacrifices an older sister continually makes for her
younger

sister. Jennie
senberg. Director: Ben

Will of the People,
Documentary.
A

Goldstein,
K. Blake.

The.. (55)
documentary

Michael

Ro-

States Right
compilation from

the government’s film archives and
newsreel
clips showing the Loyalist struggle against the
combined Fascist forces of Franco, Germany
and
Italy. Commentary:
By Producer Louis Frank.
With

a

Smile..

(78)

Malmar

Comedy
with Music. Paris’s leading impresario
hires back his former boss whom
he supplanted
and convinces him that everything in life awaits
those who learn to smile. (In French with English sub-titles.) Maurice Chevalier, Marie Glory.
Director: Maurice Tourneur.
Without a Home.. (88)
Foreign Cinema Arts
Drama.
A man
brings his family to America,
but in his eagerness to make
good in the land
of opportunity, neglects his family for his job.
(A Yiddish film! with English sub-titles). Ida
Kaminska,
A.
Marten,
Warsaw
Synagogue
Choir. Director: A. Marten.
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wittingly leads him to the
Peter Lorre, Mary Maguire.
Foster.

Always in Trouble. .914. . (70)
Not. 4
Comedy
Drama.
Jane Withers tries to get her
family to give up their social-climbing Ideas
after her father suddenly becomes
a
multimillionaire, and plunges everything Into a turmoil. which is straightened out by the U. S.
Coast Guard. Jane Withers. Eddie Collins, Jean
Rogers, Nana
Bryant. Director: Joseph Santley.
Arizona Wildcat. .929. . (69)
Feb. 3
Comedy.
When
her foster-father is accused of
lawlessness, Jane organizes a
band of nightriders to find the guilty party. Jane Withers.
Leo Carrillo. Director: H. I. Leeds.
Boy
Friend. .943. . (70)
Comedy.
When
a murder

occurs

In

the

May 19
police

training school which
Jane’s brother attends,
she and her sweetheart turn sleuths and capture
the crooks. Jane Withers, George Ernest, Arleen Whelan.
Director: James Tinling.
Charlie Chan in Honolulu. .928. . (65)
Jan. 13
Mystery. While at home
in Hawaii, awaiting
the birth of his first grandchild, Chan solves a
murder committed on a tramp steamer. Sidney
Toler, Phyllis Brooks. Director: H. Bruce Humberstone.
Chasing Danger. . 941 .. (60)
May 5
Action Drama.
Second of the “Camera
Daredevil" series, in which two newsreel cameramen
are thrown on the track of gun runners supplying an Arabian leader with ammunition
for
an uprising. Preston Foster, Wally
Vernon,
Lynn Bari. Director: Ricardo Cortez.
Down
on the Farm. .920. . (61)
Dee. 16
Comedy Drama.
The Jones Family vacation* on
a farm, and Pa Jones is forced to make
good
his boasts at the corn-husking bee to win
nomination to the state senate. Jed Prouty,
Spring Byington, Louise Fazenda.
Director:
Malcolm St. Clair.
Everybody’s Baby . .935. . (62)
Mar. 24
Comedy
Drama.
One
of the Jones family
series, in which a quack child psychologist hits
the town and the young mother falls for his
fraud. Jed Prouty, Shirley Deane, Spring Byington, Russell Gleason. Director: Malcolm St.
Clair.
Hound

of the

Baskervilles,

The.

.936. . (80) ..Mar.

31

Melodrama.
A. Conan Doyle’s fictionized detective comes to the screen to end the terror of a
300-year-old curse. Richard Greene, Basil Rathbone, Wendy
Barrie. Director; Sidney Lanfield.
Inside Story . .934. . (61)
Action Drama.
A newspaper

man,

who

a night-club hostess through a "stunt"
her from being killed by the owner of
who feared her disclosure of a murder
she had been an eye-witness. Michael
Jean Rogers, Douglas Fowley. Director:
Cortez.

Mar. 10
meets

ad, saves
the club
to which
Whalen,
Ricardo

Inspector Hornleigh. .945. . (76)
Apr. 21
Melodrama.
A detective with a stamp collecting hobby solves a most baffling murder mystery. Gordon Harker, Alastair Sim. Hugh
Williams. Director: Eugene Forde.
Jesse James. .921. . (105)
Outdoor Drama.
The

©
tragic

destiny

of

Jan. 27
Amer-

ica’s boldest desperado. Tyrone Power, Henry
Fonda, Nancy Kelly. Director: Henry King.
Just Around the Corner. .915. . (71)
Not. 11
Comedy
Drama.
America’s
child sweetheart
plays the role of an architect's daughter, whom
she helps get a new start in his career. Shirley Temple, Joan Davis, Bill Robinson, Charles
Farrell. Director: Irving Cummings.
Kentucky . .923. . (95) ©
Action Drama.
Family

feuding,

Dec. 30
which keeps

two lovers apart, is forgotten when
the girl’*
horse wins the Kentucky Derby. Loretta Young,
Richard Greene, Ralph Morgan.
Director: David
Butler.
Little Princess. .932. . (93) ©
Mar. 17
Comedy
with Music. Little Shirley is treated
like a princess until her father is reported killed
in the Boer War.
She doubts the reports and
runs away from school in search of her father.
Shirley Temple, Richard Greene, Anita Louise,
Arthur Treacher. Director: Walter Lang.
Mr. Moto on Danger Island. .937. . (64)
Apr. 7
Melodrama.
Mr. Moto is called upon by a diamond syndicate to run down a gang of clever
gem
smugglers.
Peter Lorre, Jean Hersholt,
Warren Hymer.
Director: Herbert I. Leeds.
Mr. Moto’s Last Warning. .920. . (71)
Jan. 20
Melodrama.
Moto masquerades as an Oriental
shopkeeper to trap a renegade who tries to blow
up the French fleet as It enters Port Said, thus
averting a
world war.
Peter Lorre, Ricardo
Cortez, Virginia Field. Director: Norman
Foster.
Mysterious Mr. Moto. .912. . (62)
Oct. 21
Melodrama.
Mr. Moto, on the trail of International assassins, deliberately has himself Imwith

100

a

COMPLETE

prisoned on Devil’s Island, where he “escapes’’
member
of the suspected band, who un-
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assassins'
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United Artists

hideout.
Norman

Pardon Our Nerve. .931. .(68)
Feb. 24
Comedy
Drama.
Two girls, jobless and broke,
find adventure and profit in managing
a prize
fighter. Lynn
Bari, June
Gale, Guinn
Williams, Michael Whalen.
Director: H. Bruce
Hum berstone.

RELEASES

Captain Fury ..(..)
May 26
Action Drama.
An exiled Irelander breaks the
rule of a tyrant and saves the land holdings of
the Austrian Colonists. Brian Aherne, Victor
McLaglen,
George
tor: Hal Roach.

Zucco,

June

Lang.

Direc-

Return of the Cisco Kid, The. .940. . (71) . .Apr. 28
Outdoor Drama.
The Cisco Kid bucks the boss
of the countryside to help a girl recover the
deed to her ranch. Warner Baxter, Lynn Bari,
Cesar Romero, Henry Hull. Director: Herbert
I. Leeds.

Cowboy and the Lady, The.. (91)
Nov. 17
Comedy
Drama.
Gary Cooper, this time as a
cowboy, teaches society folk good manners and
wins the heart of rich Merle Oberon for keeps.
Gary Cooper, Merle Oberon, Patsy Kelly, Walter
Brennan. Director: H. O. Potter.

Road Demon. .918. . (70)
Dec. 2
Action Drama.
Racketeers responsible for the
killing of an Indianapolis racetrack driver try
similar treatment on his son, but are outwit-

Duke

at

ted by a truckdriver who takes the boy’s place
the wheel. Henry Arthur, Joan Valerie, Henry Armetta, Tom
Beck. Director: Otto Brower.

Rose of Washington
Square . . 942 ..(..).... May 12
Musical. The songs of yesteryear are highlighted in this story of a
burlesque showgirl
who turns down a theatrical contract to marry
a confidence man.
Alice Faye, Tyrone Power,
A1 Jolson, Marie Wilson.
Director: Roy
Del
Ruth.
Sharpshooters. .916. . (64)
Nov. 18
Action Drama.
A
couple of roving newsreel
cameramen
save a
boy ruler of a
mythical
European
kingdom
from assassination. Brian
Donlevy, Waliy Vernon, Lynn
Bari. Director:
James Tinling.
Smiling Along. .933. . (85)
Jan. 26
Musical Comedy. The adventures of a troupe of
musical comedy artists which goes on its own
when the manager
tries to chisel on a benefit
show. Gracie Fields, Roger Llvesey, Mary Maguire. Director: Monty Banks.
Story of Alexander Graham
Bell, The
..938.. (97)
Apr. 14
Epic Drama.
The story of a great love that was
responsible for one of the greatest inventions
of ail mankind.
Don Ameche,
Loretta Young,
Henry Fonda. Director: Irving Cummings.
Submarine

Patrol .. 969 .. (96)

Not.

25

Action Drama. A rich man’s son, working at the
Brooklyn Navy
Yard, falls in love with the
daughter of a munitions freighter skipper, who
objects to the boy. But they win him
over
when
they sink an enemy
U-Boat.
Richard
Greene, Nancy
Kelly, George Bancroft. Director: John Ford.
Suez. .913. . (104)
Oct. 28
Historical drama. A history of the construction
of the Suez Canal, with the love interest woven
around a countess who
deserts the man
who
loves her to become
the wife of Louis Napoleon. Tyrone Power,
Annabella,
Loretta
loung, J. Edward
Bromberg.
Direetor: Allan
Dwan.
TaU Spin. .925. . (83)
Feb. 10
Action Drama. A saga of pulchritudinous women
fliers who
risk their lives in speed planes,
competing for honors in airway races. Alice
Faye, Constance Bennett, Nancy Kelly. Director:
Roy Del Ruth.
Thanks for Everything. .917. . (70)
Dec. 23
Comedy
with Music. The head of an advertising agency tries to make
a human
guinea pig
out of a young man
who cornea to collect the
425,000

prize he won from the agency in a national contest. Adolphe Menjou, Jack Oakie,
Jack Haley. Arleen Whelan.
Director: William
A. Setter.
Three Musketeers, The. .927. . (72)
Romantic
Comedy
Drama.
A
musical

Feb. 17
comedy

version of Alexander Dumas’ novel of the love
of a swashbuckling adventurer for a lady-inwaiting.
Don
Ameche,
Ritz Bros., Binnie
Barnes, Gloria Stuart. Director: Allan Dwan.
lip the River.. 924.. (75)
Dec. 9
Comedy. A farce directed at football teams of
penal institutions. Preston Foster, Tony Martin, Phyllis Brooks. Director: Alfred Worker.
While New
York Sleeps. .934 .. (61)
Mar. 10
Action Drama.
A newspaper man, who meets
a
night-club hostess through a
strange ad,
saves her from being killed by the owner of
the club who feared her disclosure of a murder
to

which she had been an eye-witness. Michael Whalen, Jean Rogers, Douglas Fowley. Director: Ricardo Cortez.

Wife, Husband
and Friend. .930. . (75)
Comedy. A business man
with a wife

Mar. 3
aspiring

to operatic ambitions, takes voice lessons himself to wean her away from the idea. Loretta
Young, Warner
Baxter, Binnie Barnes, Cesar
Romero.
Director: Gregory Ratoff.
Winner Take All. .939. . (61)
Apr. 21
Comedy
Drama.
A crooked promoter makes
a
boxing sensation out of a cowboy by fixing hi3
fights for him, but it took a girl to turn him
into a real fighter. Tony Martin, Gloria Stuart,
Henry Armetta, Robert Allen. Director: Otto
Brower.

of West

Point,

The..

(165)

Dec.

29

Drama.
An arrogant cadet proves to his classmen his unselfishness when he takes the blame
for an infraction of rules to save a friend. Louis
Hayward,
Alfred E.

Joan Fontaine,
Green.

Tom

Brown.

Director:

King of the Turf.. (87)
Feb. 17
Action Drama.
After years of bad breaks, a
former race track biggie comes back because
of his interest in a young jockey, whom
he later
learns

is his

son.

For

his

son’s

sake,

he

tries

to throw the race, but the boy “double crosses”
him and wins the big handicap. Adolphe Menjou. Roger Daniel, Dolores Costello, Walter
Abel. Director: Alfred Green.
Made
for Each Other. .(85)
Feb. 10
Comedy
Drama.
The story revolves around the
love, trials and
tribulations of a
couple of
newlyweds.
Carole Lombard,
James
Stewart.
Director: John Cromwell.
Prison

Without

Bars..

(79)

Mar.

15

Drama.
The new superintendent of a women’s
prison in France introduces more humane
methods of penology, but loses her lover to an inmate she had
befriended. Corinne Luchaire,
Edna

Best, Sally Wisher, Barry
rector: Brian Desmond
Hurst.

Stagecoach. . (92)
Outdoor Drama.
Portrays
that transpire during a
Claire

Trevor,
John
rector: John Ford.

Barnes.

Di-

Mar. 3
the harrowing events
stagecoach journey.

Wayne,

Topper Takes a Trip.. (78)
Comedy
Fantasy. Continues

Andy

Devine.

Di-

the

Jan.
adventures

12
of

Topper and his spiritual ghost. Topper's wife
seeks a divorce because of “another woman”
who turns out to be a ghost. Constance BenRoland
Young, Billie Burke.
Director:
Normannett,Z.
McLeod.
Trade Winds.. (94)
Action Drama.
girl around the

Bee. 22
trails a
suspect,

A
private detective
globe as a
murder

brings her back and proves her Innocent. Fredric March, Joan Bennett, Ralph Bellamy, Ann
Sothern. Director: Tay Garnett.
Wuthering

Heights .. (103)

Apr.

7

Drama.
From
Emile Bronte’s novel of a lovecrazed man whose unrelenting hatred in his revenge against a lost love, warped the lives of
those around him. Merle Oberon, Laurence Olivier. Director: William Wyler.
Young
in Heart.. (90)
Comedy
Drama.
A
vagabond
family
vited by a rich, kindly old lady, to live

Oct. 27
Is inat her

home.
They accept with the idea of Influencing her to will them her fortune, but the old
lady’s faith in each member
of the family
causes them
to settle down.
Janet Gaynor,
Douglas
Dupree.
Zenobia.

Fairbanks
Dlreotor:

jr., Roland Young,
Richard Wallace.

. (71)

Minnie
Apr.

21

Comedy.
A
village doctor treats a
sick elephant, who develops a strong affection for her
benefactor and
becomes
a
6,000-pound pest.
Oliver
Hardy,
don Douglas.

Harry

Langdon.

Director:

Gor-

Universal
Big Town
Czar..(..)
Apr. 21
Action Drama.
A
big shot gangster makes
a
strong impression on his younger brother, who
leaves school to join his gang. But tragedy
soon takes the place of glamour. Barton MacLane, thurTom
Director: ArLubin. Brown, Eve Arden.
Code

of

the

Streets.

.3019.

. (70)

Apr.

14

Action Drama.
“The Little Tough Guys” come
to the rescue of an innocent man, doomed to die.
Harry Carey, Frankie Thomas, Paul Fix,
Tough Guys.” Director: Harold Young.
East Side of Heaven. .3006. . (88)
Comedy

With

Music.

A

singing

cab

driver

"Little
Apr.

7

helps

a

mother by watching her child, but gets involved in a city-wide kidnap hunt. Bing Crosby,
Joan Blondell, Mischa Auer, Sandy.
Director:
David Butler.

Exposed . . 3632 . . (63)
Action Drama.
A

girl

reporter
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prominent prosecutor on the trail of a bandit
gang succeed in rounding up the criminals and
bringing them to justice. Glenda Farrell, Otto
Kruger. Director: Harold Schuster

reputation to save his rival, a
young boxer,
who
has been framed
in the killing of his
manager.
Edmund
Lowe,
Helen
Mack,
Dick
Foran. Director: Arthur Lubin.

Family Next Door.. (63)
Mar. 31
Comedy.
A couple spend their savings to buy
land and are about to lose their investment
when they discover rich mineral deposits in the
soil. Hugh Herbert, Ruth Donnelly, Joy Hodges.
Director: Joseph Santley.

Service De Luxe. .3013. . (85)
Oct. 21
comedy.
A young woman,
operating a personal
service bureau is called upon by an eccentric
millionaire to sidetrack his nephew, and does
herseli a personal service by saving the latter
ironi her man-crazy
rival. Constance Bennett.
Vincent Price. Director: Rowland
V. Lee.

For Dove or Money.. (66)
May 5
Comedy
Drama.
Two employes, entrusted with
$50,000, lose the money, and their boss gives
them 3 6 hours to produce. June Lang, Robert
Kent, Edward
Brophy.
Director: Albert S.
Rogell.
Gambling
Action

Slop. .3023. . (60)
Drama.
A
young

girl

takes

Jan. 20
over the

operation of her father's gambling vessel when
he is murdered by a notorious rival. Romance
blooms when
a
G-Man
comes
to the rescue.
Robert
Wilcox, Helen
Mack,
Irving PicheL
Director: Aubrey Scotto.

Society Smugglers (formerly Key Woman)
3024.. (70)
Feb. 24
Drama.
A member
of the Treasury Department
trails

a gang of international smugglers operating as luggage manufacturers.
Preston Foster, Irene Hervey. Director: Joe May.

Son

of

Frankenstein.

.3004. . (94)

Jan.

13

Horror Drama.
A
scientist’s son sets out to
redeem
his father’s name
and
succeeds in
destroying the monster.
Basil Rathbone, Boris
Karloff,
Bela Lugosi. Director: Rowland
V.
Lee.

Ghost Town ltiders. .3051. . (51)
Dec. 16
Western. A
gang of crooks try to steal the
claim on mining property owned by a girl, but
the heio wipes them
out in a gunfight. Bob
Baker, Fay Shannon.
Director: George Waggner.

Spirit of Culver. .3014. . (90)
Mar. 10
Drama.
A war orphan in a military school is
embittered over the belief his father was killed
ill action in the World
War.
Jackie Cooper,
Freddie Bartholomew, Henry Hull, Andy Devine.
Director: Joseph Santley.

Guilty

Storm, The.. 3016.. (78)
Oct.28
Melodrama.
Men battle the elemenis and each
other in this drama of two feuding brothers and
a heartless ship captain who sends one ot two
wireless operators needlessly to
his death.
Charles Bickiord, Preston Foster, Barton MacLane. Director: Harold Young.

Trails . . 3052 . . (51 )

Oct. 21

Western.
Bob
Baker
gives up his sheriff’s
badge after the father of his girl dies. He becomes foreman of the girl’s ranch to help her
pay off a note. He finds the note fraudulent
and the holder the murderer. Bob Baker, Marjorie Reynolds. Director: George Waggner.
llis Exciting Night (formerly Adam’s
Evening) . .3036. . (63)
Nov. 11
Comedy.
Charlie Ruggles is the victim of a
series of practical Jokes on the first night of
his wedding, being snatched from his bride and
getting Involved with a blonde. Director: Gus
Meins.
Honor of the West. .3055. . (58)
Jan. 13
Western. A
sheriff resigns rather than arrest
his pal whom
he knows
is guilty of cattle
rustling, but he captures the gang after his
friend is killed. Bob
Baker, Marjorie Bell,
Carleton Young.
Director: George Waggner.
Lady in tile Morgue, The. .202? .. (10)
Apr. 22
Mystery Drama,
a Crime Club mystery wherein the body or a murdered
woman
disappears
from the morgue. Preston Foster, Frank Jenks,
Howland
Drew, Patricia Ellis. Director: utls
Garrett.
Last Express, The. .3028. . (63)
Oct. 28
Mystery Drama.
An underworld chief hires a
private detective to retrieve damaging evidence
made against him, in the pursuit of which he
is faced with the solution of two murders.
Kent Taylor, Dorothea Kent, Addison Richards.
Director: Otis Garrett.
Last Warning, The. .3027. . (63)
Jan. 6
Mystery Melodrama.
One of the Crime Club
series, in which Detective Crane is called in to
track down the "Eye," a mysterious extortionist.
Preston Foster, Frank
Jenks, Joyce Compton.
Director: A1 Rogell.
Little Tough Guys in Society . .3011. . (70) . .Nov. 25
Drama.
The
family physician for a
wealthy
family prescribes as a cure for their spoiled and
sullen child, his association with poor boys from
the East Side of New
York.
Jackie Searl,
Mary Boland, Mischa Auer, Little Tough Guys.
Director: Erie Kenton.
Mystery of the White Room. . 3037 . . (58) . . . Mar. 17
Melodrama.
Mystery stalks through hospital
corridors when the head surgeon is killed while
performing an operation. Bruce Cabot, Helen
Mack, Joan Woodbury.
Director: Otis Garrett.
Newsboys’ Home. .3015. . (73)
Dec. 23
Action Drama.
A newsboy helps his boss win
a circulation war against an opposition paper,
and helps the editor win the girl he loves.
Jackie Cooper, Edmund
Lowe, Wendy
Barrie.
Director: Harold Young.
Pirates of the Skies. .3033. . (61)
Feb. 3
Action Drama.
A daredevil transport flier joins
the State Air Force and uncovers a
gang of
crooks who have been transporting their stolen
loot by plane. Kent Taylor, Rochelle Hudson,
Lucien Littlefield. Director: Joe McDonough.
Prairie Justice. .3053. . (57)
Nov. 4
Western. The murderer of Bob Baker’s father
and leader of a gang of outlaws undermining
Dorothy Fay’s ranch, turns out to be the latter’s uncle. Bob
Baker, Dorothy
Fay, Jack
Rockwell. Director: George Waggner.
Risky Business. .3029. . (78)
Mar. 3
Melodrama.
A hard-boiled newspaper columnist
interests himself in the news angle behind the
abduction of a movie financier’s daughter, but
loses his life to save the girl. George Murphy,
Dorothea
Kent,
Eduardo
Ciannelli, Frances
Robinson. Director: Arthur Lubin.
Secrets of a Nurse. .3022. . (69)
Action Drama.
A criminal lawyer
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sacrifices his

Strange Faces. .3035. . (66)
Dec.2
Action Drama,
A gangster, murdering an honest
citizen whom
he resembles, is nipped by two
reporters in his attempt to marry
the
rich heiress. Frank
Jenks, Leon Ames,
thea Kent. Director: Errol Taggart.

town’s
Doro-

Swing, Sister, Swing. .3021. . (69)
Dec. 16
Musical. A high-powered press-agent brings a
group of hometown
swing artists to New
Tork
to present their new
dance, "The
Baltimore
Bubble.” Ken
Murray, Johnny
Downs,
Eddie
fjuillan. Director: Joseph Santley.
Swing That Cheer. .3026. . (63)
Oct. 14
Comedy
Drama.
Two
college football team
players who can t get along set their prejudices
aside when they learn the coach’s job depends
on their winning the games. Tom
Brown, Andy
Devine, Constance
Moore.
Director: Harold
Schuster.
That Certain Age. .2007 .. (95)
Oct. 7
Musical uomedy.
A group of adolescents, whose
play -rehearsing In an empty house is disrupted
uy new tenants moving In, arrange to "haunt"
the house to make them move.
Deanna Durbin,
Meivyn Douglas, Jackie Cooper. Director: Edward Ludwig.
They Asked for It..(..)
May 19
Action Drama.
A small town newspaper, trying to capitalize on sensational news, points to
the death of a farmer as murder, and gradually
uncovers enough evidence to prove it was real
murder.
William Lundigan, Joy Hodges, Michael Whalen. Director: Frank
McDonald.
Three Smart Girls Grow Up. .3001. . (87) .. .Mar. 24
Comedy
With Music. Sequel to its predecessor,
“Three Smart
Girls,” in which
complications
and misunderstandings arise when
one sister
becomes engaged.
Deanna
Durbin, Nan
Grey,
Helen Parrish. Director: Henry Koster.
You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man. .3005. . (76) ..Feb. 17
Comedy.
Gags and guffaws against a
circus
background. W. C. Fields, Edgar Bergen, Charlie
McCarthy.
Director: George Marshall.

Harrigan,
James
liam Clemens.

Stephenson.

escape
a ship
Nedda

Director:

Wil-

Dodge City. .304. . (104) 0
Apr. 8
Outdoor Drama.
A spectacle of the west back
in ’72 when
the railroad reached Southwest
Kansas and the steers out of Texas made that
outpost town
a
roaring beehive of activity.
Errol Flynn, Olivia De
Havilland.
Director:
Michael Curtiz.
Hard

to Get..

310.. (79)

Nov.

8

Comedy.
A young would-be architect, working
in a gasoline station, refuses to accept as a
charge the gas bought by a wealthy, spoiled
heiress, and forces her to work it out. Dick
Powell, Olivia de Havilland, Charles Winninger.
Director: Ray Enright.
King of the Underworld. . 317 .. (69)
Jan. 28
Melodrama.
A woman
doctor avenges the murder of her husband by temporarily blinding a
mob
of gangsters, thus aiding the police in
their capture. Humphrey
Bogart, Kay Francis,
James Stephenson. Director: Lewis Seiler.
Nancy Drew, Detective. .319. . (65)
Nov. 12
Drama.
Bonita Granville turns detective to expose Charles Trowbridge, who
drugs wealthy
old women
out of the way, then takes their
fortune. Bonita Granville, John Litel, Frankie
Thomas.
Director: William Clemens.
Off

the

Record

(formerly

Unfit

to

Print)

314.. (68)
Jan. 21
Drama.
A
girl reporter marries a newspaperman so they can care for a youngster who has
been made the tool of a gambling ring. Through
the boy they find the leader. Joan Blondell,
Flood.
Pat O’Brien,

Bobby

Jordan.

Director:

James

Oklahoma
Kid. .308. . (80)
Mar. 11
Outdoor Drama. A notorious outlaw avenges the
murder of his father and brother, at the same
time ridding a pioneer
the gambler responsible

town from the rule of
for the murders. James

Cagney, rector:
Humphrey
Lloyd Bacon. Bogart,
On

Trial.

Rosemary

Lane.

.323. . (62)

Melodrama.
A
play, in which

Di-

Apr.

refuses to lift a finger in his own
fense. His wife disappears but turns up at
moment
to convince the jury that

right

1

dramatization of Elmer
Rice’s
the main character, on trial for

murder,

dethe
her

husband’s act was justified. John Litel, Margaret Lindsay, James
Stephenson.
Director:
Terry Morse.
Secret

Service

of

the

Air. .326. . (61)

Mar.

4

Action

Drama.
Based on the federal government’s activities in rounding up a ring of crooks
smuggling aliens into the country across the
Mexican border. Ronald Reagan, Ila Rhodes.
Director: Noel Smith.
Sisters, The. .302. . (99)
Drama.
Portrays the lives and loves
sisters and the type ot man
each one
Bette

Davis,
Errol
Flynn,
rector: Anatole
Lltvak.

Anita

Oct. 15
of three
marries.

Louise.

Di-

They Made Me a Criminal. .307. . (89)
Jan. 13
Comedy
Drama.
The social reform of a hardboiled fighter who, thinking himself guilty of
murder, hides out on an Arizona fruit ranch.
John
Garfield, Claude
Rains, Ann
Sheridan,
Dead End Kids. Director: Busby Berkeley.
Torchy Gets Her Man.
Comedy
Drama.
The
series, in which
a

.318. . (62)
Nov. 19
sixth of the Torchy Blane
counterfeiter poses as a

G-Man

to gain police confidence, but is exposed by a girl reporter. Glenda Farrell, Barton
Kennedy.
Director: WilliamMacLane,
Beaudine. Tom

Torchy

Warner Bros.

tenced to the infamous Island, heads an
which ironically is picked up by
for the colony. Boris Karloff,

party,
bound

Runs

for

Mayor.

.322. . (60)

May

13

Comedy
Drama.
When
Torchy’s paper refuses
to print an expose of crooked city politics, she
decides a new mayor is necessary and through
the perpetration of a
practical joke becomes

Adventures of Jane Arden. .321. . (58)
Mar. 18
Action Drama.
From
the newspaper
comic
strip cartoon, detailing the adventures of the
feminine star reporter, who is assigned to trace
down
the mysterious killing of a society girl.
Roseila Towne, William Gargan, James Stephenson. Director: Terry Morse.

the

winning candidate.
Glenda Farrell,
ton MacLane. Director: Ray McCarey.

Wings

of

the

Navy.

.309. . (89)

Bar-

Feb.

11

Action Drama.
A pilot, jealous of his brother’s
success in the naval air service, sets a record
of his own. George Brent, Olivia de Havilland,
John Payne. Director: Lloyd Bacon.

Brother Rat. .355. . (89)
Oct. 29
Comedy.
From
the Broadway
hit stage play,
revolving around the escapades and romances of
cadets at Virginia Military Institute. Wayne
Morris, Eddie Albert, Ronald Reagan, Priscilla
Lane. Director: William Keighley.

Women
in the Wind.
Action Drama.
An
for an operation on

Dawn
Patrol. .303. . (103)
Dec. 24
Action Drama.
The lives of two British fliers
on the western front during the World
War.
Errol Flynn, Basil Rathbone.
Director: Edmund
Goulding.

You Can’t Get Away With Murder.. 364
(78)
Action Drama.
A boy of the slums pals

.316. . (65)
Apr. 15
aviatrix, in need of money
her crippled brother, enters

the women’s air derby, and ends up a la "Wrong
Way”
Corrigan. Kay Francis, William Gargan,
Victor Jory. Director: John Farrow.

with

a

police

character,

who

kills

a

May 20
around
pawn-

broker, for which
murder
his sister’s patrolman fiance is charged. Humphrey
Bogart, Gale
Devil’s Island.. 313.. (62)
Action Drama.
A famous

surgeon,

Jan. 7
unjustly sen-

Page,
Lewis

Billy Halop,
Seiler.

Harvey

Stephens.

Director:

101

Alphabeti cal Index of Feature Releases
Designed as a Time-Saving Guide for
Here Appear in the PRODUCTION

A
Adventure
Deo. 24
Adventures
Feb. 18

in the
of

Sahara

Jane

(WB)

Alexander Nevsky
(Amk)
Apr. 15
Ali Baba Goes to Town
(20th-Fox)
Oct. 30
Almost a Gentleman (RKO)
Mar. 11
Always in Trouble (20th-Fox) Aug.20
Angels With Dirty Faees (FN)
Oct. 29
Annabel Takes a Tour (RKO) Oct. 22
Arizona Legion (RKO)
Jan. 14
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox) Nov 12
Arrest Bulldog: Drummond
(Para)
Nov. 26
Artists and Models Abroad
(Para) Nov. 5
Asking for Trouble (GB)

B
Back Door to Heaven
(Para)
Beachcomber, The (Para) Dec.
Beauty for the Asking (RKO)
Jan. 28
Big Fella (Retlaw) Feb. 18
Big Town
Czar (Univ)
Bizarre, Bizarre (Denauer)

3

Apr.

Blackwell’s Island (FN) Mar.
Blazing Sixes (WB)
Blind Alley (Col) Apr. 29
Blondie (Col) Nov. 5
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Mar. 4

15

4

Boy Friend (20th-Fox) May 13
Boy Slaves (RKO)
Jan 21
Boys Reformatory
(Mono) May
6
Boy Trouble (Para) Feb. 4
Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Apr. 8
Bronze Buckaroo (SR) Jan. 21
Brother Rat (WB)
Oct. 22
Bulldog Drummond’s
(Para) Apr. 8
Up

Secret

O’Connor

Police

(M-G-M)

Cafe Society (Para) Feb. 11
Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Apr.
California Frontier (Col) Dec. 24
Captain Fury (UA) May 13
Champs-Elysees
(Tri-National)
Feb. 25
Charlie Chan
in Honolulu

29

(20th-Fox) Dec. 24
Chasing Danger
(20th-Fox) Jan.
Christmas Carol, A (M-G-M), Dec.
Cipher Bureau (GN) Oct. 29
Citadel, The (M-G-M)
Oct. 29
Code of the Streets (Univ) Jan. 28
Come
On, Rangers (Rep) Dec. 3
Comet Over Broadway
(FN), Dec.
Concentration Camp
(Amk)
Mar.
Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN)
Apr. 29
Convicts at Large (SR) Dec. 24

7
17

G
Gambling Ship (Univ) Dec.
Gang Bullets (Mono) Dec.

E
Apr.

15

Dec.

F
Family Next Door, The (Univ)
Fast and Loose (M-G-M)
Feb.
Father O’Flynn (SR) Jan. 21
Federal Man-Hunt
(Rep) Jan.
Feud of the Range (SR)
Fighting Thoroughbreds (Rep)
Jan. 21
(Col)

Wharf

24
10

Mar.

(RKO)

the

but

Do

Proper

Not

Shakedown

18

Aly Son Is
Alysterious
Alysterious
Alystery of
Mar. 18

18

White

11
4

Room

(Mono)

Story

N

Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Mar. 18
Old Curiosity Shop (SR) Dec. 24
On Trial (WB)
Mar. 25
Orage (SR) Dec. 24
Orphans of the Pecos (Vic)
Orphans of the Streets (Rep) Dec.
Outlaws’ Paradise (Victory) Apr.
Out West With Hardys (M-G-M)
Nov. 26
These

Walls

17
29

(Col)

P
Pacific Liner (RKO)
Pagliacci (GB)

Paris

Lady
Our
19

Boy

With

Dec.

the

24

Dec.

Kid From Texas, The (M-G-M)
Apr. 8
King of Chinatown (Para) Mar.
King of the Turf (UA) Feb. 18
King of the Underworld (WB)
Jan. 14

11

Kreutzer

31

The

(SR)

Dec.

The

(Col)

Lady Buckaroo (GN)
Lady in the Morgue (Univ) Oct. 23
Lady Vanishes (GB) Oct. 15
Lady’s From
Kentucky
(Para)
Apr. 15
Last Warning
(Univ) Dec. 10
Law of the Texan (Col) Oct. 29
Lawless Valley (RKO)
Nov. 6
Let Freedom
Ring (M-G-M)
Feb. 25
Let Us Live (Col) Feb. 18
Little Adventuress (Col)
Little Orphan Annie (Para), Dec. 3
Little Pal (Mono)

10

Little Princess (20th-Fox) Feb.
Little Tough Guys in Society
(Univ) Nov. 26
Lone Star Pioneers (Col)
Lone Wolf Spy Hunt (Col) Jan.
Long Shot (GN) Dec. 31
Lost Patrol (RKO)
reissue
Love Affair (RKO)
Mar. 11
Lucky Night (M-G-M)
May 6

25

28

M

Apr. 15
Man
of Conquest (Rep) Apr. 15
Alan With the Gun (Amk)
Feb.

18

25

Castle
The

(Mono)

22

Sweethearts (M-G-M)
Dec. 24
Swing, Sister, Swing (Univ) Dec.
Swing That Cheer (Univ) Nov. 19

17

T
Tail Spin (20th-Fox) Feb. 4
Tarnished Angel (RKO)
Oct. 29
Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
May 20
Terror of Tiny Town
(Col) July 30
Texas Stampede (Col)
Thanks for Everything (RKO)
Dec. 10
Thanks for the Memory
(Para)
Nov. 12
That Certain Age (Univ) Oct. 8
There’s That Woman
Again (Col)
Dec. 17
for
Her

Alade

It (Univ)
a Spy (RKO)

Me

Smart

a

Criminal

(WB)

Girls

Grow

Feb.

11

Up

Sawyer,

Detective

Shining Hour (M-G-M) Nov. 19
Silver on the Sage (Para) Feb. 18
Sisters, The (WB)
Oct. 8
Slipper Episode (French) June 18
Smashing the Spy Ring (Col) Jan. 28
Dec.

17

Society Lawyer (M-G-M)
Apr. 1
Society Smugglers (Univ) Mar. 11
Some lake It Hot (Para) May 13
Son of Frankenstein (Univ) Jan. 21
Song of the Buckaroo (Mono) Jan. 14
Sorority House (RKO)
Apr. 22
Soviet Border (Amk) Mar. 4
Spawn of the North (Para) Aug. 27
Spoilers of the Range (Col)
Nov.

16

(Para)

Dec. 24
Topper Takes a Trip (UA) Jan. 7
Torchy Blane in Chinatown (FN)
Torchy Gets Her Alan (WB)
Oct. 15
Torchy Runs for Alayor (WB)
Apr. 1
Tough Kid (Mono) Jan. 14
Trade Winds (UA) Dec. 31
(Col) reviewed
of Missing Men)

Sept. 11
Trigger Pals (GN) Jan. 21
Trouble in Sundown
(RKO)
Mar.
Twelve Crowded Hours (RKO)
Feb. 18
Two Sisters (SR) Dec. 24

Up

the

Wanted

(M-G-M)

Irene
Aleade,

Sunset
Case (GN)
Apr. Alurder
1
Sunset Trail (Para) Oct. 29
Sweepstakes Winner (FN) Apr.

River
by

w

(20th-Fox)

Scotland

Apr. 29 Jamboree
Western

Sergeant Aladden (M-G-M)
Mar. 25
Sharpshooters (20th-Fox) Sept. 24
Shine On, Harvest Aloon (Rep)

Madness

19

Bell

11

u

Sacrifice D’Honneur (SR) Dec. 31
Saint Strikes Back, The (RKO)
Feb. 18
Santa Fe Stampede (Rep) Dec. 17
Say It in French (Para) Nov. 26
School for Husbands
(SR) Jan. 28
Secret Service of the Air (WB)
Feb. 11
Secrets of a Nurse (Univ) Nov. 19

Spring

7

Undercover Agent (Mono)
IJnder Suspicion (Col) Nov. 27
Union Pacific (Para) May 6

4

Smiling Along (20th-Fox)
Smoky Trails (SR)

and

Trapped by G-Men
under title (River
26
10

s
Feb.

Vernon

Suez (20th-Fox) Oct. 22
Sundown
on the Prairie

Tom
25

Apr. 29
Rookie Cop (RKO) Apr. 29
Rose of Washington Square
(20th-Fox) May 13
Rough Riders Roundup (Rep) Mar.
Rough Riding Rhythm
(Conn)

(SR)

Jan.

(Univ) Mar.
25 (Col) Apr.
Thundering
West
Tiger
(World)
Apr. 29
Titans Hunt
of the
Deep (GN)

28

Risky Business (Univ) Mar. 11
Road Demon
(20th-Fox) Aug. 27
Rollin’ Westward
(Mono) Apr. 1
Romance
of the Redwoods
(Col)

Cicada

4

Circus

Red River Range (Rep) Apr. 29
Return of the Cisco Kid, The
(20th-Fox) Apr. 29
Rhythm
of the Saddle (Rep) Nov.
Ride a Crooked Alile (Para) Dec.
Ride ’Em Cowgirl (GN) Jan. 28
Rio Grande (Col)

Sable

Listed
Review.

(Col) Oct. 29
Strange Faces (Univ) Dec. 10
Stranger From
Arizona (Col)

Three

Pride of the Navy (Rep) Jan. 28
Prison Without Bars (UA) Feb.
Puritan, The (Lenauer) Mar. 25
(M-G-M)

of

Jan. 7
Three of
Alusketeers
(20th-Fox)
Three
a Kind (Inv)

(RKO)
Nov. 26
Persons in Hiding (Para) Jan.
Pirates of the Skies (Univ)
Prairie Justice (Univ)

Pygmalion

of

They

(20th-Fox)
(Para)

Pictures

Issue

(RKO) Case
Mar. of18 Dr.
Strange

They Asked
They Alade
Mar. 25

31

(RKO)

Nerve

Honeymoon
Bad

Dec.

All
is

Sept. of24 Alissing Alen (Rep) Apr. 29
Street
Streets of New York (Mono) Apr. 15
Submarine Patrol (20th-Fox) Nov. 5
Sudden Aloney (Para) Mar. 25

4

Nancy Drew, Detective (WB)
Nancy Drew, Reporter (FN) Jan. 28
Navy Secrets (Mono) Feb. 18
Neighbors (SR) Dec. 24
Never Say Die (Para) Mar. 11
Newsboys Home
(Univ) Jan. 28
Next Time I Marry (RKO)
Dec. 10
Night Riders (Rep) Apr. 8
North of Shanghai (Col) Mar. 11
North of the Yukon (Col)

Outside

Title

Story of Alexander Graham
(20th-Fox) Apr. 8

(Univ)

Mar.

Distributor.

Sept. 24
Star of Alidnight (RKO) reissue
Star Reporter (Mono) Feb. 25
St. Louis Blues (Para) Jan. 28
Storm Over Bengal (Rep) Nov.

25

a Criminal (Col) Mar. 18
Air. Moto (20th-Fox)
Rider (Para) Sept. 24
Air. Wong
(Mono)

of the

or

Following

Spirit of Culver (Univ) Mar.
Stagecoach (UA) Feb. 11
Stand Up and Fight (M-G-M)
Stand-In (UA) Oct. 9
Starlight Over Texas (Mono)

R

Made for Each Other (UA) Feb. 11
Mad Miss Manton (RKO)
Oct. 15
Mamele
(SR) Jan. 21
Man and His Wife, A (French Films)

14

Feb.

3

(Warwick)

(World)

Apr. 1
Alystery Plane

Peck’s

(20th-Fox) Jan. 21
the Corner (20th-Fox)

Mob,

Date

(20th-Fox) Mar. 18
Air. Aloto’s Last Warning
(20thFox) Dec. 24
Alutiny on the Elsinore (Regal)
Feb. 25

Pardon
Nov.

I’m From Missouri (Para) Mar. 25
in Old Montana
(Spectrum) Apr. 8
Inside Story (20th-Fox) Oct. 22
Inspector Hornleigh
(20th-Fox)
Apr. 22
It’s
a Wonderful
World (M-G-M)
May
13

the

Producer

Alarusia (SR) Dec. 31
Mexicali Rose (Rep) Apr. 1
Alidnight (Para) Mar. 11
Alothers of Today (Apex), Mar.
Air. Aloto on Danger Island

Panama

I Am
a Criminal (Mono), Dec. 3
I Was a Convict (Rep) Feb. 25
Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Feb.
Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
If I Were King (Para) Oct. 1
Illegal Traffic (Para) Nov. 6

Sonata,

the

Headings.

o

Hardys Ride High, The (M-G-M)
Hard to Get (WB) Nov. 12
Hatred (World)
Heart of the North (FN), Dec. 17
His Exciting Night (Univ) Dec. 10
Home
on the Prairie (Rep) Feb. 18
Homicide Bureau (Col) Feb. 11
Honolulu (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
Hotel Imperial (Para) Apr. 22
Hound
of the Baskervilles, The
(20th-Fox) Apr. 1
Housemaster
(Alliance) Apr. 15
Huckleberry Finn (M-G-M)
Feb. 18

Jesse James
Just Around
Nov. 6

Recall

Company

Apr. 22
Alarseillaise

Alystery

Gang’s All Here, The (Asso.-British)
Apr. 29
Gangster’s Boy (Mono) Nov. 12
Ghost Town
Riders (Univ)
Girl Downstairs (M-G-M)
Dec. 31
Girls on Probation (FN) Oct. 29
Going Places (FN) Dec. 24
Grand Illusion (World)
Great Citizen, The (Amk)
Jan. 28
Great Alan Votes (RKO)
Jan. 14
Great Waltz (M-G-M) Nov. 12
Guilty Trails (Univ)
Gun Packer (Mono) Nov. 19
Gunga Din (RKO) Feb. 4

Lady and
Mar. 11

Everybody’s Baby (20th-Fox)
Exile Express (GN) Feb. 18
Exposed (Univ) Nov. 26

Picture,

Afanhattan
3

L

Mar. 11
Dec. 24

East Side of Heaven (Univ)
Easy Money
(inv)
Everybody Dance (GB)

Fisherman’s

m

K

Devil’s Island (WB)
Jan. 7
Disbarred (Para) Jan. 14
Dodge City (WB)
Apr. 8
Double Crime in the Maginot Line
(Tower) Apr. 29
Down
in Arkansaw
(Rep) Nov. 12
Down
on the Farm
(20th-Fox),
Oct. 15
Down
the Wyoming
Trail (Mono)
Drifting Westward
(Mono) Mar. 25
Dramatic School (M-G-M), Dec. 10
Duke of West Point (UA) Dec. 24

Offenders

of

Under

Foolish Virgin (SR) Jan. 21
For Love or Money
(Univ) Apr. 22
Forbidden Music (SR) Jan. 14
Forged Passport (Rep) Feb. 11
40 Little Mothers (SR) Dec. 31
Four Girls in White (M-G-M) Jan 28
400,000,000, The (Garrison) Mar. 25
Friends (SR) Jan. 21
Frontier Pony Express (Rep)
Frontier Scout (GN) Sept. 17
Frontiersman (Para) Nov. 26

D

First

Title

Order

I
17
25

Convict’s Code (Mono) Feb. 18
Cowboy and the Lady (UA) Nov. 26
Crashing Through (GN)
Crisis (Kline) Mar. 25
Crossroads (SR) Dec. 31
Curtain Rises, The (Frank Kassler)
Apr. 29

Victory (FN)
Patrol (WB)

the

I

c

Dark
Dawn

Know

Alphabetical

H

Blue Montana Skies (Rep) May 6
Bouquets From Nicholas (Walch)
Mar. 11

Burn ’Em
Jan. 14

Who

in

Fixer Dugan (RKO) Apr. 29
Flirting With Fate (M-G-M). Dec.
Flying Irishman, The (RKO)
Mar. 11

(Col)

Arden

Exhibitors
INDEX

26

While
Oct.

New
22

York

Nov.

Yard

(Rep)
Sleeps

12

(Mono)
Dec.

24

(20th-Fox)

Whispering Enemies (Col) Jan. 7
Wife, Husband
and Friend
(20th-Fox) Feb. 18
Wild Horse Canyon (Mono) Jan. 7
Will of the People (SR) Mar. 4
Winner Take All (20th-Fox) Feb. 25
Wings of the Navy (WB) Jan. 21
With a Smile (Malmar) Feb. 18
Within the Law
(M-G-M)
Mar. 18
AVithout a Home
(Foreign Cinema
Arts) Apr. 15
Woman
Doctor (Rep) Feb. 4
Women
in the Wind (WB) Feb. 4
Wuthering Heights (UA) Apr. 1

Y
Yes, My Darling
Feb. 11
You

Can’t

Cheat

Daughter
an

(FN)

Honest

(Univ) Feb. 25
You Can’t Get Away

With

Alan
Murder

Young
Heart
(UA) Nov. 12
(FN) inJan.
28
Youth Takes a Fling (Univ) Oct.

z
Zenobia

(UA)

Mar.

18

1

SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT,

THEATRES.

@leatin.G 4jou6e

SERVICES

Classified Ads 10c Per Word, Payable in Advance.
GENERAL

EQUIPMENT

DUO “SOUND MASTER”
sound heads
with the gyro-stabilizer. Amplifiers with
copper oxide rectified DC exciter supply.
Speakers. Two-way horn systems. If not
at your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
YOUR

CREDIT

IS

GOOD

AT

S.O.S.

Quality equipment — Low prices — easy time
payments — this unbeatable combination is
yours for the asking. S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

NEW

USED

EQUIPMENT

RECOVERING

performance. 1.000% customer satisfaction; silent operation; low first cost;
low operating cost. Write for testimonial
folder and prices. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

& REBUILT

CHAIRS
THEATRE

CHAIRS.

Thousands. Bargains. Meet all requirements. Subject prior sale. B-1118, Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City. Mo.

DUO “SOUND MASTER”— The Golden
Voice of the Silver Screen. New low cost

4,000 used American, Heywood and Irwin chairs with upholstered spring-cushion seats; excellent condition; priced very
reasonable. Cinema Seating Co.. 4431 N.
Kimball. Chicago. 111.

economy and junior models. If not at
your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

OPERA CHAIRS— Rebuilt like new. We
also build new cushions and backs to fit
your

DUO

“LIGHT MASTER”
super low intensity projection lamps. More light at no
increase in operating cost. If not at your
dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

present standards.
rials guaranteed. Terms

ATTRACTIVE

PRICES

on

USED

THEATRE

new

and

What

—TO
—TO

NOZZLES

RAINBOW
MIST Spray Nozzles, water
broken to the finest spray possible; foolproof. Lots of 100 or more, 32c. Silent
steel rotor blowers and washed air units.
Dealers Wanted. G. A. Peterson, 2620
Charlotte St., Kansas City, Mo.
BOXOFFICE

:: May

20, 1939

HELP

4804 E. 9th St.,

WANTED

SALESMEN with film experience to work
on expense allowance plus commissions.
Opportunity for extra earnings, in new film
development. State experience and qualifications. B-1121, Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th
St., Kansas City, Mo.

POSITIONS
AT

WANTED

LIBERTY — Projectionist;

PROJECTIONIST — Fifteen

years.

Sign

lettering; display; advertising; management. 4008 Clarendon St., Chicago, 111.
AT LIBERTY, PROJECTIONIST— Age,
40; sober. Simplex and Powers arc lamps.
Prefer small town in Illinois. Write George
Lazenby,

Chapin.

Illinois.

PROJECTIONIST — 18 years’ experience,
best references. Married, sober and dependable. Andrew Scardino, Box 307, Taylor, Tex.

Want?

SELL YOUR THEATRE
BUY A THEATRE

THE

IS YOUR

CLEARING

HANDY

BOXOFFICE.
4804 East Ninth St..
Kansas City, Mo.

in

HOUSE

“AD

ORDER”

(Send Order)
Cash
With

BLANK

10c a word
4 insertions
at price oi 3

Kindly insert the following ad
HOUSE" section, running through ALL

CLASSIFICATION

experi-

enced; do lettering; married, sober, references. B-1115, Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

you want — it will pay you to advertise your needs

TICKETS

HERE

York

in small southeastern

—A JOB, A POSITION OPEN
—TO BUY OR SELL EQUIPMENT
—MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES
Whatever

SPRAY

THEATRE— New

THEATRE

Do You

speed drive, Fafnir Bearings. Ideal for 550seat house. Other sizes proportionately
reduced. S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp.,
New York.

UNEXCELLED
QUALITY— 50 rolls stock
tickets, $12.50; 20 rolls, $5.80; 100.000 special printed rolls or machine tickets.
$14.90. Shipping charges paid to 1,000
miles. Cash with order. Kansas City Ticket
Co., Dept. B, 1717 Wyandotte St., Kansas
City, Mo.

SMALL

or vicinity. State details. B-1119, Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

75c

Choice of thousands veneer, upholstered— American Seating, Ideal, Irwin,
etc. All excellent value. Write S.O.S.
Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

12,000 CFM
BLOWER,
ONLY
Complete with pulleys, variable

THEATRE

CHAIRS,

up!

slightly used air conditioning units, air
filters, washers, blowers, compressors
(refrigeration), cooling coils, heating coils,
motors, pumps, stokers. Cash or deferred
payments on approved credit. Write us
your requirements. Conditioned Air Co..
926 N. Cass St.. Milwaukee. Wis.
NEW
$98.50.

Work and mateto suit. Also for

sale, all types of reconditioned used theatre chairs. Ben B. Poblocki & Sons Co.,
2159 Kinnicldnnic Avenue, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.
GOOD

AIR CONDITIONING

LEASE

•

WANTED

town. B-1120, Boxoffice,
Kansas City, Mo.

ARTIFICIAL LEATHER
MOLESKIN—
81c per yd.; Sateen, 60c yd. Six seats
from two yards. Samples on request.
Commercialeather, 116 Merrimac St.. Boston.

USED
100%

THEATRES

LEASE

SEAT

THEATRE
WEATHER —

SI. 00. Display Rates on Request

ONE USED 30-inch outlet Blower, complete with 5 h. p. motor and V-type drives.
$100.00 cash. E. F. Keith, Palace Theatre,
Granbury, Texas.

EQUIPMENT

Air Conditioning — MAGIC

Minimum

times in your "CLEARING
eight sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:

Blind ads — 10c extra to cover cost of postage.
WANTED:

•

Alldress eopv to BOXOFFICE.
4KU4 E. Ninth St., Kansas City,
Forms close Monday
noon preceding publication date.

Mo.

So Momentous

It Required

JOSEPH

RAINS

Werfel

Huston,

Play by John
and the Novel,

JACK

“The

Aeneas
Phantom

L. WARNER

In Charge

and Wolfgang

MacKenzie
Crown,”

• UAL

of Production

WARNER

Reinhardt

by Bertita Harding

B. WALLIS

Executive

• Music

• HENRY

Producer

CRISP

• DONALD

GARFIELD

• HENRY

GALE SONDERGAARD • GILBERT ROLAND
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TAKE IT EASY ’ MEN
A GREAT deal of commotion is being created about
form in the laboratory

of BOXOFFICE

the columns

television, and

are not

exempted.
Several

manufacturers

display advertising
anyway.
NBC

are out beating

in newspapers,

the drum

around

is on a regular daily broadcasting

that's around

New

with

New

York

schedule

York, also.

A couple of Main Stem theatres in the big town
installed receivers in their lobbies.
Statements

and

about

have

the present and the future, but large-

ly the present of the hear 'ems and see 'ems, are bouncing through in what soon ought to be a snowstorm, if the
current flow is maintained.

and come

out of it as the link between sight-and-sound broadcasting now limited to circumscribed areas and a method which can encompass
the whole of the nation. At least, this is the hope and
the goal and, thus, to rule out the future would
nile and short-sighted.

be juve-

It is anticipated, but at an inaugural cost which probably will prove staggering, television on a national scale
is well within the realm of possibility. Nothing of the
sort, however, exists now. Such broadcasting is successful in varying degree up to approximately fifty miles.
Anyone who wants to be super generous can double it
for caution s sake. After that, caution ceases and hard
fact begins.
The hard

And

that's all right, for this is the usual

manner

of

whipping up excitement and whetting the public's interest in merchandise with a price tag.
The film producers,
and there appears
They

have

been

in the main, have

their eyes peeled

to be no sleeping at switches
led to understand

this time.

by those presumably

fact is this: The development is limited mechanically to small areas. As such, it may turn out to
be competition for picture houses, but it cannot take on
any

permanency beyond novelty until programs are good in point of scope and variety and those
programs cannot be created until enough receiving sets
are sold to make the venture worthwhile commercially.

qualified to discuss television, as per this day, that much
reliance and, in fact, dependence
picture technique

to adequately

telecasting is ready to assume

are placed
develop

whatever

in the communications-entertainment

telecasts when

family.

That's all right, too. It is well to be prepared, but it is
likewise well to avoid being swept up in a wave of
excitement that may break on the shore as merely a
ripple.
Ripple is exactly the word, moreover.

Tomorrow,

it may

be a long and lazy roller. Next year, or maybe
about 1944, a crashing comber.

along

There

seems

to be a rather general agreement

among

those equipped to talk the subject that television, as of
the moment, is interesting and even arresting. At the rate
scientific ingenuity
expert

consensus,

and

enterprise

as your

are functioning,

department

finds it, is that anything

may

happen

instance, it is not remote

that some

the

of investigation
at any

gadget

Television

on motion

its place is to be

time. For

may

assume

competitive

nationally

will run

into the millions, and

plenty of them. In its present stage, it calls for a series
of stations about fifty miles apart to pick up the original
show, do tricks to it and send it through the next fifty.
Etc., etc. In densely populated areas where the sale of
receivers conceivably will be high, or sufficiently high to
come

out, the plan probably

will be feasible.

It is the

less densely populated areas which convert national television into a problem not within simple solving.
For these various
current

worry

over

reasons,

it strikes us the need

television is a remote

one

for

for this

industry. To the producer, we suggest eyes and ears
alert to the time when he can tie in. To the exhibitor,
we

suggest

taking it all in easy

blood pressure down.

stages and

keeping

the

SCANT HOPE GOV'T OR ALLIED WILL APPROVE
PACT; MAJORS PROCEED ANYWAY, SAYS KENT
First Job Is to Finish the
Draft; Then to Seek
Its Acceptance
By BILL
New

York— Sidney

Salesmen's Bonus Plan Hits;
Grainger for It Nationally

ORNSTEIN
R. Kent, president

of

20th Century-Fox and chairman of the
distributors’ negotiating committee, does
not expect the government or Allied to
approve the industry trade pact when it is
completed. This will not retard distributors from going ahead, he adds.
Looking wan as a result of a recent illness, but declaring he felt very well, Kent
was interviewed in his stateroom an hour
before sailing on the Brazil for Rio de
Janeiro on his first South American visit.
“I am very optimistic about the draft,
but nobody knows about the government's
attitude. I certainly don’t expect them to
approve it and it would be very much of a
surprise if the department of justice did.”
As for Allied’s position, Kent said, “I
don’t expect Allied to approve, but we are
going ahead anyhow. There have been
no indications from Col. Harry A. Cole,
president, or Abram F. Myers, general
counsel, on whether or not they approve,
but that is their responsibility.”
Without mentioning names, the draft
committee chairman hit at the pact’s
critics, stating “If everyone puts in half
as much time in making the trade draft
work as in raising hell, the industry will
have a great document. If it doesn’t work,
it is because more people would rather raise
hell than see it work.”
Another

30 Days

Atlanta,

Ga. — An employes

bonus

system

that virtually makes a salesman an equal
partner in an exchange, and by which his
salary is commensurate with the number
of satisfied customers he sells, has been so
successful at the Republic branch here that
James R. Grainger, Republic president, is
urging other franchise holders to institute
the plan.
The original system was conceived by
Arthur C. Bromberg, Republic franchise
holder. He first tried it in Charlotte, later
in Atlanta and then in New Orleans. It
has as its incentive not only the number
of contracts a salesman obtains from exhibitors, but makes it a condition that the
salesman “helps to sell the boxoffice value”
of the contracted pictures without overloading the account, while being responsible for the playing of each picture.
As an illustration of how it works, the
following figures indicate a typical approach to Bromberg’s system.
A salesman in a given zone is assigned
from 90 to 110 theatres as possibilities with
it.” Kent added Dwight drew up the first
distributor plan on arbitration with the
assistance of Felix Jenkins, general counsel
for 20th-Fox; Tyree Dillard of M-G-M
and I. Howard Levinson of Warners.
“It is working out very well. We are
making good progress on arbitration pro-

Asked how long he thought it would
take before the draft was completed, he
said “It will probably take another 30
days to finish. It has been an extremely
tough job and, while we’ve been at it long
enough, we knew that when we went into
it.”
“The first thing,” he said, “is to get
the plan finished and then get it accepted. As soon as this is done, the organizations which participated in the negotiations will sign, both for the associations and individually. This is the understanding reached when the independent
exhibitor bodies were called in to sit down
with distributors. Otherwise, we would
not have gone into it.”
The flood of anti-trust suits and the
start of the new selling season are keeping the lawyers and sales managers quite
busy and making it impossible for them
to devote as much time as they would like
to devote to the finalization of the pact,
Kent pointed out.
Asked about arbitration, the 20th-Fox
head stated Richard Dwight of Dwight,
Harris, Koegel & Caskey, attorneys for
20th-Fox and National Theatres, is concentrating on this phase of the draft.
“That’s his job and his contribution. He
is sponsoring it and he is responsible for

4

— Photo

by

Cosmo-Sileo

So u th- America-Bound —
Sidney R. Kent, president of 20th
Century-Fox, accompanied by Mrs.
Kent, sails for Rio de Janeiro on his
first visit to South America.

a definite minimum quota of film rentals
of $1,000 per week. The salesman is given
an advance salary of $100 per week, which
includes expenses. If he is traveling at his
own expense this is estimated to cost him
from $35 to $45 a week.
On all revenue collected from the zone
in excess of $1,000 each week,
man receives 10 per cent. This
have made it possible for some
week. berg’s men to draw from $185

the salesis said to
of Bromto $210 a

Bromberg declares salesmen have adopted an entirely new viewpoint working under his plan. Tire men realize that instead
of merely obtaining contracts, they must
refrain from overselling; the pictures must
be sold for what they are worth in order
that the exhibitor liquidates his contract.
Otherwise the bonus is void.
Additionally, Bromberg maintains a
bonus system for branch managers, bookers and cashiers, by which they receive five
per cent of all film rental collections in
excess of a reasonable weekly collection.
visions and I am very optimistic about it,”
Kent asserted. As for circuit representatives and how they will fit into the personnel of local boards, nothing has been
formally decided. “I think this will be
worked out with everybody in accord. The
solution is under way.”
However, the chairman of the distributors’ negotiating committee does not regard this as an important point. “We are
trying to set up fair boards. The main
thing is to have good men on it who will
do their duty.” When questioned as to
the process in naming the men on the
local boards and whether NRA procedure
of an executive body made up of independent and circuit men and distributors
in New York would make the selections
for all key cities, Kent said nothing had
been discussed in this connection. “We
haven’t finally decided on who the personnel will be and how the boards will be
Various clauses of the draft will be put
into up.”
effect by 20th-Fox as soon as they are
set
adopted. As for this company making the
clauses part of its contract, Kent said,
“Every company will try to simplify its
contract. We will try to standardize as
fast as the terms are concerned, but there
will be no standard or uniform contract.
That is illegal. Each company will work
independently on inserting the clauses. But
this will come later. Our main job now
is to complete the pact. Then it will be
up to the exhibitors. It will go into effect
as soon as they sign up. My guess is as
good as anyone’s on how soon that will be.”
BOXOFFICE
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ALLIED IS INSISTENT UPON COMPLETED TRADE
PACT; THEN WILL DELIBERATE, ASSERTS COLE
Myers Attacks on Neely Bill; Is
Kindlier on Pact, With Strings
i

7 7*

New

York — Accusing

distributors

and

their representatives and opponents of the
Neely bill with coloring the facts, Abram
F. Myers, general counsel for Allied, in a
message to the local unit which held its
first annual convention at the Hotel Astor,
registers a kind word for the film companies on the trade pact, but with reservations.
He says, “Up to the present time no enduring agreement has been arrived at on
any important problem. But if the negotiations had resulted in a valuable byproduct in the form of a better understanding of each other’s problems, the
time and money expended would have
been worthwhile. What especially worries
me is that the discussion, now carried into
the open, still consists of dogmatic assertions of conflicting points of view frequently accompanied by vituperation and
abuse. There appears to have been little
or no gain in the all-important matters of
increased understanding and mutual esteem.”

Raps

Propaganda

After a lengthy discussion of what appears to be concerted efforts on part of
distributors to spread propaganda in connection with the Neely bill before and
during the Senate hearings, Myers states:
“This sort of propaganda may influence
the unthinking, but what about its effect
on the large public bodies that have
studied the industry and are supporting
the bill? They know that the bill does not
involve government control; that it cannot lead to political graft; that block
booking is not necessary, since, otherwise,
the distributors would employ it in their
own theatres; that any change in distribution methods would not affect the playing
time on the screens so that the market
will still be there; that the industry is not
in financial straits and is recouping in
South America more than was lost in Europe; that the bill does not involve censorship; and that the trouble in which the
industry finds itself as regards public relations results from the fact that in the
past the producers did not produce pictures having ‘a wholesome influence on all
those who view them’.”
The general counsel for Allied then refers to the organization’s stand on the
trade practice negotiations, stating, “During the negotiations Allied pressed for
identification of as many pictures as possible in the contracts. As an approach
to a gradual relaxation, if not the complete elimination, of blind selling, the Allied committee proposed a larger cancellation privilege for unidentified pictures
BOXOFFICE

May

27, 1939
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than for those which are identified. They
did this because they realized no steps
taken within the industry would bring
peace to the industry if they could not be
sold to the public groups as a fair solution of the problem. But this proposal
met with a flat declaration that no identification of pictures — any pictures — was
possible and that, therefore, the suggestion would not even be considered. If the
production and distribution processes were
such great mysteries that mere exhibitors
could not possibly understand them, this
declaration would be considered final. But
even the dumbest exhibitor knows that
the distributors regularly release a substantial number — often a majority — of the
pictures featured in the announcement
books and they do not see why those pictures cannot be identified in the contract
with suitable safeguards
seen contingencies.
Urges

"Cards

on

against unfore-

Table"

“The inability to discuss the problems
on the basis of the facts, more than any
other factor, stands in the way of permanent solution of the problems of the industry. Until all the cards are placed on
the table both the exhibitors and the public groups are going to be suspicious.
Every proposal made by the distributor
executives to eliminate or relax onerous
trade practices builds confidence and
meets a ready response from the exhibitors. Every term and condition written
into those proposals reducing their effectiveness and making them easy to circumvent, destroys the confidence. Every
suggestion from distributor sources, or
overzealous trade paper editors, that independent exhibitors are destructive or
insincere merely widens the rift. These
sowers of discord should ponder well the
moving statement by Nathan Yamins before the Senate Committee.” The testimony of Yamins in Washington then
follows.
Col. H. A. Cole, president of the national organization, also has a message in
the program in which he states the first
five of the ten years of Allied’s existence
were wasted, “so far as immediate results
were concerned, in pleading, arguing and
negotiating” for changes in the industry.
“And so,” he adds, “we were compelled
to carry our case to the higher jurisdiction
of the public, the courts and our lawmaking bodies. We knew we were right
and had no hesitancy in laying our case
before impartial arbitrament.”
In conclusion, he says, “The
(Continued on page 12)

industry

Cites Myers' Outline of
of Trade Draft
Desired

New

Provisions

York — Allied’s board

will not con-

sider an incomplete trade practice draft
and will only take action on one complete
in all details, Col. H. A. Cole, president,
informs Boxoffice.
Cole gives this as his reason for not
answering distributors, other than by an
acknowledgment, on the third draft.
Explaining further, the Allied head
states, “Abram F. Myers gave the distributors a full outline of what he thought
should go into the trade practice draft.
What the distributors sent us did not warrant calling a special board meeting for
action. It was not complete.
“After all, Myers sent his proposals to
the distributors February 7. He met with
their attorneys about the middle of March.
And yet there is not a complete draft.”
Cole met with William F. Rodgers, chairman of the distributors’ sub-committee, at
the Astor Monday night. That day, the
distributors held another all-day session
and Cole was the first to reach Rodgers
after the palavers. According to Cole,
Rodgers indicated the draft will be ready
by the annual Allied convention in Minneapolis, June 13-15. If this is the case, he
added, the organization’s directors will
vote on it then.
Complete

Draft Ready

Major distributors finished the first
complete draft late Tuesday and met again
Wednesday at the Astor Hotel for a final
legal language checkup.
Whether Allied will approve or reject
the draft depends on what is in it in the
final analysis, the independent organization’s president stated. There will be an
open forum discussion in Minneapolis when
all industry trade practices will be aired.
While the reaction at the forum may influence the board in its final determination, the fact remains that Allied insists
it will do nothing officially until Rodgers
submits a draft which will have the complete machinery and setup for arbitration
as well as other provisions.
Cole insisted he was more or less of an
observer at the New York Allied convention at the Astor. He said there were
several new units in the offing and repeated Allied’s stand not to seek divorcement by state legislation. This was indicatd in Boxoffice March 18.
With

office

the arrival of Cole, another Box-

exclusive

on May

6 was

tipped

off.

The story then had the government ready
to file its third anti-trust suit either in
Los Angeles or Albany. The story, which
broke the day after the Allied head arrived, is a verification of this publication’s
inside yarn three weeks ago. Distributors
are aware, as they have been in the past
(Continued on page 12)
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ness of operating the film business gets far more dramatic than
anything Hollywood turns out.
This has to do with a professional
and personal friendship of years'
standing and it concerns two men.
One not only has maintained his
position, but has heightened his
stature. The other carries scars of
changing times
with more.

and

is confronted

The up man, knowing much and
having heard more, recently decided
to act. He visited headquarters of
the company employing the down
man and, in effect, served this ultimatum:
"
has a long, record
of accomplishment in this business.
This business of kicking him around
is unwarranted and must stop. I'm
one of your biggest customers and,
if you don't, all bets are off."

Unpredictable
Demonstrating that you never can
tell about a senator or a congressman, there is the current instance
of Matthew Neely, persistent father
of the anti-compulsory block booking bill in the senate. Because
senators and congressmen sponsor
a great deal of legislation and regularly keep the government printing
office an extremely busy place, circumstance finds Neely the author
of a measure to make daylight saving a national habit.
Exhibitors, in many sections, now
find themselves in a most peculiar
position. Particularly so Allied adherents who don't want block booking, and gaze kindly upon Neely
for pressing his bill at every session
of congress, but who
daylight saving.

also don't want

Note for Barnes
Having written lavishly and long
about the sort of novel John Steinbeck wrote in "Grapes of Wrath,”
Howard Barnes, film critic of the
New York Herald-Tribune, prefers
to keep his fingers crossed about
the outcome on celluloid. "While it
offers an unparalleled opportunity
to make a really great screen drama,
it also raises every ghost of censorship and compromise which has ever
harassed film producing," he penned the other Sunday, adding this,
"There

is no romance

in Mr. Stein-

beck's grim documentation of the
plight of migratory laborers . . . The
novel is merely a relentless examination of a major dislocation in
what we like to think are the roots
and

heritage of our national existence and the postulating of a question which has still to be answered.

"... I would urge Nunnally Johnson, the gifted writer-producer who
will have the task of shifting the
Steinbeck masterpiece from the
printed page to celluloid and sound
track, to keep it tough. The screen
has gone in strongly for a rediscovery of America and a championing
of American principles and ideals recently, but it has not begun to cope
with the raw materials of human
experience which makes up this nation, this way of life and this particular way of looking at things. Mr.
Johnson has it in his hands to really
reflect these United States on the
screen, with all of the contradictions
and human agony which must go
into the forging and perpetuation
There is a word here for Barnes
of a nation."
and the extent of his current pessimism. In the contract by which 20th
Century-Fox acquired the rights to
this important novel, a controlling
clause sets it forth clearly that the
social implications of the book must
be included in its film version.

It's in the Editing
Archer Winsten, critic of the New
York Evening Post, was observing
how

his reviews, as well as the reviews of all critics, frequently

emerged

with a strange and unfamiliar ring in newspaper advertising and lobby blowups. By comparison with the originals, he managed to discover how it came about
which is something the public will
never know unless some of its more
diligent readers happen to remember what actually was said.
This is an old custom to which this
industry subscribes and thereby
does itself little honor. It falls into
the same division as tradepaper ads
singing the dollar song of a particular attraction and, in illustration,
shooting the marquee at an angle
which eliminates the name of the
swing orchestra which actually did
the business. There have been instances.
(Continued

on page
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ARAMOUNT
TO

PRODUCE

SCREEN

OWN

TRAILERS

/lfter long study and serious deliberation . . . based on the fundamental
furnishing to theatres the best advance

trailers that showmanship

devise and money

has decided to make

own

can buy . . . Paramount

idea of

brains can

and distribute its

screen trailers, starting in January, 1940.

We

have

long felt that no routine

satisfy the demands

feel that trailers

angles inherent in the picture they are advertising. We

forceful, intriguing and dramatic

The combined

reflect

feel that

be made . . . and that they should be

. . . short!

production resources

of the entire studio will be available

to turn out the type of trailer we have in mind
has decided that the task of making

within its own

We

interest . . . that they should

such trailers are the only kind that should

can

have long felt that dif-

different trailer treatment.

should possess novelty and intense human

Paramount

of trailer production

of theatres day in and day out. We

ferent types of pictures demand

the SELLING

scheme

. . . and it is for this reason that
trailers should be concentrated

organization.

At least two types of trailers will be available: DeLuxe

trailer for the

first-run theatre, and a second type of trailer specifically designed for the subsequent run and smaller theatres.

The first NEW
keyed to the NEW

Paramount- made

SELLING

trailer distributed

by Paramount

IDEAS — will be ready with the Paramount

to be released January 5th, 1940.

—

feature

DISTRIBUTORS, AFFILIATED CHAINS GROUPED
TOGETHER UNDER ARBITRATION BOARD SETUP
Echoes Re verbera te
On St. Louis Case
New

York — Repercussions

of

the

two

equity anti-trust suits by the government
in St. Louis several years ago in which a
jury gave major company defendants a
“not guilty” verdict in 32 minutes and
which was followed some time later by an
out-of-court settlement of the civil proceedings against the same parties, were
heard here this week as L. Jack Schlaifer,
vice-president and western sales manager
for UA, was examined before trial by Seymour Krieger, special assistant to the attorney general, in the all-industry suit.
After questioning the witness at length
on first, second and subsequent run deals
UA has made in the far west and mountain states, Krieger then came to St. Louis
He asked who, in addition to Loew’s and
Panchon & Marco, operated first runs in
the territory. The question apparently
nettled Edward C. Raftery of O'Brien,
Driscoll & Raftery, attorneys for UA, who
declared the government had successfully
whittled down the first run situation to
these two circuits. To make his point
more emphatic, Raftery said: “You’ve
blocked all competition there.”
Another

Question

Irks

Another question riled the UA attorney
when Krieger was discussing Salt Lake
City and wanted to know what theatres
play the distributor’s “B” product. Raftery rose to his feet, a deep red painting
his cheeks and shouted: “B” product?
Man, all of UA’s pictures are ‘A’s’ ”. The
Monday sessions at the federal court building moved to the Bar Ass’n Bldg, the following day.
Paul Lazarus, home office executive, was
called on again to detail his duties. In
approving or rejecting contracts, he said,
he always sought to get better terms.
Most contracts are based on past performances and how pictures are doing in other
situations also is a factor in determining
rentals, he said.
Schlaifer, who started as a film inspector for Warners in 1912, now supervises
sales for UA in Detroit, Chicago, Minneapolis, Omaha, Kansas City, St. Louis,
Milwaukee, Denver, Salt Lake City, San
Francisco and Seattle. He was made
western division sales manager by George
J. Schaefer in 1936. He personally handles deals with Fox West Coast, and its
subsidiaries, B&K, Golden States circuit
in which Bob McNeil and Mike Naify are
partners. Intermountain circuit of Salt
Lake City, A. H. Blank in Des Moines,
J. J. Parker in Portland, Ore., Jensen &
Von Herberg in Seattle and Joe Blumenfeld and Herman Cohen of San Francisco.
The producers and owners of the pic( Continued on page 12)
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As Many Independents to
Have Seats as Other
Segments Combined
New

York — Distributor

and

New
affiliated

circuit representatives will be treated as
one in setting up personnel of local arbitration boards, it is learned by Boxoffice.
Under the proposed plan promulgated by
sales managers during the past 10 days,
the number of men to sit on the local
boards will be determined in the territories,
but in any event there will be as many
independents as arbitrators as there are
sales and major circuit representatives
combined.
Allocations Rigid
In other words, it is pointed out, if it is
decided to have an arbitration board of
lour-, the personnel is to consist of two independents, one major circuit representative, if an affiliated theatre company
operates in the territory, and a distributor.
In the event there is no affiliated circuit
in the area, then two sales representatives
shall sit. A neutral man may be brought
in by the board in case of a tie vote.
Where it is decided to have a board of
two, one independent exhibitor will be
chosen from the panel of 10 and the second either will be a distributor or affiliated
representative. In the case of a board of
six, three independents will sit and the
balance of the board will be made up of
either one affiliated circuit man and two
distributor representatives, or two circuit
men and one distributor executive.
On

the question of re-allocations, distributors are understood to have agreed
to stand by designation set forth at the
beginning of the season. That some film
companies have switched allocations from
time to time was one of the four major
complaints from independents, and the indication now is the practice will be stopped.

More on Trailers
Paramount Meet

Approved by Weisman

Milton C. Weisman, attorney for the
ITOA and regarded as an authority on
arbitration because of a plan he formulated for the dress industry and which is
said to have been upheld by the courts,
within the past two weeks approved the
proposals on arbitration as outlined by distributors’ attorneys.
The new trade pact, which is believed the
final one, is being awaited by various independent exhibitor units which participated in the negotiations as well as other
theatre organizations.
Previously reported in Boxoffice is the
comment of a spokesman for distributors
who stated the next revised plan will be
“fool proof” and is certain to win the approval of independent exhibitors.

York — Further

at

details in connec-

tion with Paramount’s distribution of its
own trailers will be outlined by Neil F.
Agnew, general sales manager, at the company’s annual sales convention at the Ambassador, June 8-10. Two types of trailers will be released on all productions starting January 5, one designed for de luxe
houses and the second for subsequent runs.
About 250 division, district and branch
managers, salesmen and newly elected
members of the 100 per cent club will attend the coast meetings. A trip to the San
Francisco World’s Fair also is on the
agenda. There will be a number of foreign
branch heads in attendance in addition to
John W. Hicks jr., George Weltner and Albert Deane.
Following the regular business meetings,
Robert M. Gillham, director of advertising
and publicity, plans to hold a series of
meetings with his coast staff and Alec
Moss and A1 Wilkie of the home office to
lineup.
map out campaigns on pictures on the new
The home office contingent leaves June
4. Included in the party will be the eastern and New England sales forces and a
group of trade paper representatives.

Further AFM-Producer
Talks Have Channel
New

York

— The

door

has

been

“left

open” for further conferences this fall between producers and the American Federation of Musicians over a plan to alleviate
unemployment among AFM members, it is
authoritatively said.
Although a meeting between producer
representatives and the executive board of
the AFM at the home of Joseph M. Weber,
AFM president, broke up without a commitment from either side, it is said Weber
is anxious to report “progress” at the organization’s convention in Kansas City,
June 12, so that the matter can again be
taken up in September.
Attending the session were Joseph M.
Schenck, Sidney R. Kent, Barney Balaban. Major Albert Warner, Ned E. Depinet,
Harry D. Buckley, Pat Casey, Adolph
Schimel, Leonard Picker and Joseph Hazen.

Loew Has Only Two Major
Deals for Met Area
New

York — Only

two

major

product

deals will be negotiated by Loew’s for next
season for the metropolitan area. These
are with Paramount and Universal. Other
deals had been made on a two-year basis
and do not expire until the next selling
season.
BOXOFFICE
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PREDICTS TELEVISION WILL BOOST PICTURES,
NOT PROVE ANY TO-THE-DEATH COMPETITOR
Analysis of Limitations
And Cost Points to a
Role as Auxiliary
New

York — “A

careful

appraisal

of all

the potentials of television and all its
known limitations, inevitably must lead to
the conclusion that it has neither the essential characteristics nor the scope to
replace wholly, or seriously threaten, the
existence of any other industry. Instead
it may be expected to enhance the opportunities of some and supplement the profitproducing capacity of others.”
The observation stems from an article in
the current issue of Printers’ Ink Monthly,
entitled: “Television— Will It Be the Century’s Wonder Industry?” by O. Fred Rost,
editor, Radio and Television Retailing.

Although Rost says various film producers are witnessing the widespread public
interest over television with “some apprehension” over the conceivable drastic
cut in theatre attendance and a threat
to the industry’s enormous investment in
production and distribution, he remarks:
“A careful analysis of known limitations
of television, program-producing costs and
potential ‘circulation’ would indicate that
those dire expectations are unwarranted.
Instead it appears that television may
create a supplementary market and source
of income for the movie industry, just as
it must for the radio manufacturing and
broadcasting industries.
A Likely Customer
“In fact,” he goes on, “indications are
even at this early date that television is
destined to become a real customer of the
motion picture industry rather than a
competitor. It must be conceded that
movie producers have reduced their work
to a science, they know the technique,
know all the shortcuts, all the tricks, to
transpose action into acceptable film footage.
“Also it is inconceivable that with the
possible exception of New York, Chicago
and Los Angeles, television broadcasters
could possibly produce sufficient numbers
of hours of original programs to supply
the length of daily schedules that will be
almost indispensable if the operation is
to earn a profit.
“Thus,” Rost adds, there can be but
one answer, namely: to get films, film
shows staged by movie producers on their
home lot and syndicated to station operators like a comic strip is to the newspapers. All this means business to the
motion picture industry, means an opportunity to employ profitably otherwise idle
equipment and personnel, means more income and profit from already existing
investment.
“Nor does it appear that attendance at
movie houses will be threatened seriously.
(Continued on page 10)
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Stations Are Ready, Under ConstructionJjRrOposed (April 1, 1939)

RADIO

'TtftvtiwM. RETAILING

Is "Never" —
Over Half , the Current Answer
For
self-sustaining.
New York — For those who are not within range of the two stations, one in New
York and the other Los Angeles, now operating more or less regular television programs, there is at present no answer to the
question “How soon?” says O. Fred Rost,
author of “Television — Will It Be the Century’s Wonder Industry?” currently running in Printers’ Ink Monthly. Rost says
preliminary calculations indicate that even
the smallest transmitting station would
have to find at least 100,000 inhabitants
within its effective range in order for its
owners to have a fair chance for their
investment to prove profitable, or at least

Years Before
Will Reach
Washington — Television

The
areas
while
areas

above chart shows there are 96 such
with over 100,000 population and,
the population crowded into those
represents over 45 per cent of the

total population, the areas themselves account for only six per cent of the total
territory.
“Thus,” Rost concludes, “even if
ceivably all the metropolitan areas did
television broadcasting, there would
remain over half of our population in

90 per cent of our area for whom the answer to the question ‘How soon?’ at present
must

be ‘Never.’ ”

Television

Hinterland,
offers no imme-

diate threat to the motion picture exhibitors outside the very largest cities and
years will elapse before nation-wide service
will be available, it is predicted by the
federal communications commission’s television committee, reporting on the status
of this newest branch of radio.
Picture radio is barely emerging from
the technical-research stage of development, the committee declared. Methods
finally adopted may be very different from
those now used, and there are a number of
serious problems, largely of a financial
nature, which must be disposed of.
That television eventually may become
a great industry was admitted by the
committee, but the radio companies were
warned they should not push it with undue
haste and lack of coordination which would
offset its benefits by derangement of the

conhave
still
over

Force
View

motion picture and other industries with
which it will come in competition.
“While television as a major industry
may have distinct social advantages
through the creation of new employment,
it appears necessary that all concerned
exercise caution to minimize disadvantages
which could result in unnecessary displacement of labor in industries which may be
adversely affected by television service on
a national scale,” it was declared.
Television development will proceed in
three stages, the committee pointed out.
It has passed through the first of these,
that of technical research, is embarked
upon the second, that of experimental operation, and eventually will reach the third,
that of constructing stations throughout
the country. But, it was declared, costs of
constructing and operating stations and
(Continued on page 12)
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UA Discussions Point

Discounts Television's
Competitive Power

To New Producers
New

York — UA

is in the throes

(Continued

of dis-

cussions that would add new producers for
1940-41 in addition to what it now terms
the “most formidable” lineup of production talent in its history, Maurice Silverstone, executive head, declared upon his
arrival from the coast. He so declared in
the presence of Mary Pickford, L. Jack
Schlaifer, Harry Gold, Ted Carr, joint
managing director in England; Lynn Farnol, Monroe Greenthal, A1 Margolies and
the press at a conference at the Sherry
Netherland Hotel.
Tire company will enter the new season
with five productions ready for August release, and at least three for September,
Silverstone said.
These are, in the first group, “Winter
Carnival,” “Four Feathers,” “Music
School,” “Man in the Iron Mask” and “Intermez o.” A month later will come “The
Real Glory,” “Housekeeper’s Daughter”
and “Whose Wife.”
Silverstone observed a “shortsightedness”
on the part of producers “not to stimulate
local patronage by local production.”
Wherever practicable, he said, UA will encourage independent foreign production.
In this respect, a deal is close to consummation that would bring together five
French producers, their pictures to be distributed by UA in all French-speaking
colonies as the domestic company operates.
Mel Shauer has been engaged to make
five Spanish-language pictures in Buenos
Aires, and possibly one in Portugese, solely for the Latin- American market; Walter
Wanger may go into South America for a
film of the “Chang” or “Grass” type, for
world-wide distribution and another may
be made in Australia, which, if meritorious,
would also be shown in England. None
of the independent, foreign production is
to have financial aid from UA, Silverstone
said.
Optimistic Over Spanish Mart
He was optimistic over the future market
in Spain, but not so with Czechoslovakia,
where, he hinted, it would be but a short
time before all American product would be
forbidden on grounds idealogically opposed
to Germany.
Silverstone said Schlaifer would represent the company at the national Allied
convention in Minneapolis. Gold did the
same at the Allied of New York conclave
that wound up Thursday.
While

on the coast he signed a “continuing contract” with David O. Selznick.
The pact runs for an indeterminate term,
he said. He declared Douglas Fairbanks,
who sailed Wednesday for a two-week stay
in England, would begin production on
“The Californian”
after his return.

in Hollywood

shortly

Miss Pickford, in answer to a question,
denied emphatically she was leaving UA,
an inference that was circulated when reports said she and Fairbanks had transferred their stock to Samuel Goldwyn.
“I tell you with all emphasis,” she
“that my stock is not for sale. That
for Mr. Fairbanks and Mr. Chaplin,
Silverstone interjected with: “And

10

said,
goes
too.”
that

from page 9)

Not even the most ambitious television
production and the most extensive programs will supply the American public
with the variety and quality to which it
is accustomed.

Pipe Dream

Trouble —

Or an intimate scene in which Robert
J. O'Donnell, general manager of the
Interstate circuit, drops official duties
in Dallas in a dubious attempt to get
steamed up. Having curtailed on cigarettes, O’Donnell is out after pipes in
the large manner. Which this proves.
goes for Korda as well.”
Miss Pickford thought the “erroneous”
report was actuated over the lease acquired
by Goldwyn for the studio formerly known
as United Artists, but recently renamed.
She explained that Goldwyn merely took a
lease until 1941, with an option, which, if
not exercised, returns it to Miss Pickford
and Fairbanks, who own virtually all the
property with the exception of some equipment owned by Goldwyn.
She disclosed there have been informal
conversations about her becoming a coproducer with an outstanding director for
a “distinguished picture.” There is some
hesitancy due to the fact that the story
may not be “boxoffice.”
Miss Pickford and Buddy Rogers, her
husband, sail May 31 for Europe to rest.
Silverstone may be on the same boat for a
business trip.
Gold denied there was any friction between the company and the Music Hall
here. He said further picture deals were
a matter of “negotiation.” Reports have
been current UA had decided to sell away
from that house because of a date on
“Wuthering

Heights.”

UA Clarifies Its Policy on
Withdrawal From Code
New

York — Further

clarifying the com-

pany’s sales policy and its withdrawal from
the code, an executive of UA states at no
time since the company was formed in
1919 was a picture ever sold that was not
delivered and that at any time an exhibitor can come in and buy as many pictures as he desires without being committed to a specified number. It also is pointed out exhibitors are asked to make whatever eliminations they desire before closing contracts.
In stressing the company’s policy over
the past 20 years, it is stated “Personal
History,” which was sold in the Walter
Wanger group for the current season, will
be made, after all.

“It is true that wherever mobile television transmitting units are available their
televising of current events, news happenings, prize fights, ball games, other sport
contests, will swell the ranks of the home
televiewers. But this adverse influence
can be converted into a definite attendance booster if movie houses will install
suitable equipment to show the televised
events on the screen as they occur.
“As a case in point, any movie house
certainly will be packed to the rafters, regardless of the number of television sets
used in its neighborhoods, if it could show
the televised blow-by-blow progress of the
next Joe Louis bout.”
Touching on television’s possible future
relation to radio, Rost says: “If there are
broadcasters who feel that television will
gain a place in the sun rapidly through
solving the program problem by using
films, they will soon find themselves disillusioned. Everybody who has been connected with the entertainment or amusement field knows that American audiences
are not only fickle but extremely critical.
“Using films in television immediately
will invite comparisons with the standard
presentations in motion picture theatres.
No matter how short the film may be, if
televised, its quality must stand comparison. This will mean that the production
of films for television will involve costs
comparable to those of standard feature
pictures.

Cost Is Cited

“Hollywood figures that a 90-minute feature presentation will cost from $250,000
to $1,000,000, roughly, at the rate of $2,700
to $11,110 per minute. Thus, television
would have to achieve a distribution of
many, many stations and a high penetration of local markets before film presentations comparable to standard motion picture features would be economically practical. The compromise will come, probably, out of studios that will specialize
in producing good quality feature pictures
for the exclusive use in television, made
available at reasonable cost.”

Mutual

Sales Deals Set

By RCA

and Brenkert

New

York — Under

a

new

sales policy

worked out by Brenkert Light Projection
Co. and RCA Photophone, the independent supply dealers selling Brenkert products and the RCA sales representatives will
be in a position to sell booth equipment
made by either of the companies.
Groundwork for the new plan has been
prepared by Homer B. Snook, reproducer
sales head for RCA, and Wayne D. Brenkert, sales manager for Brenkert. The
agreement does not affect the status of the
present sales or service personnel of either
firm, it is emphasized.
BOXOFFICE

:: May

27, 1939
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"LET IT BE KNOWN HERE AND NOW THAT 'SONS OF LIBERTY' IS
THE FINEST SHORT MADE BY ANYONE ANYWHERE. IT IS MORE
ENTERTAINING

THAN

90 PER CENT

OF

FULL LENGTH

FEATURES."

Jay Emanuel

★

"A DISTINGUISHED LANDMARK IN SHORT SUBJECTS. IT’S BIG TIME
STUFF WITH A BIG TIME CAST AND FAR SUPERIOR TO THE AVERAGE
PRODUCT

THAT

CONSTITUTES

★
*

"THE PRESS REVIEWERS
IT SPONTANEOUSLY

AND
Motion

Publications

"OVERWHELMING,

APPLAUDED
SINCERELY."

THE LOWER

ALSO

ING! A CREDIT TO WARNERS,

INDEED— BUT

TO THE INDUSTRY

THE FilmNATION."
Doily

"A FEATURE IN EVERYTHING
SHORT

OF A DUAL
BILL."
Boxoffice

INSPIRING, OUTSTAND-

AND

Picture Herald

*

HALF

BUT LENGTH. THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A

SUBJECT OF FINER MERIT. ADVERTISE

IT AS BIG AS A FEATURE."
Showmen's

Warner

Our organization
will cooperate to
the limit of our
facilities in focussing the public’s
upon Warsit!”
attention
Veterans of Foreign
•
Every patriotic, civic and educational society and school is eager to
help ! Free announcement trailer,
special accessories, ad and scene
mats available! SEE PRESS BOOK

Trade

Review

Bros.

Produced It
Like A Feature!
A 2 -Reel Vitaphone Short
In Technicolor
with

CLAUDE

RAINS

Gale Sondergaard • Donald
Crisp • Montagu Love
Directed by the man who made
‘ Robin Hood’ and ‘ Four Daughters ’
MICHAEL
CURTIZ
Original Screen

Play by Crane

Wilbur

Warner

Bros.

Promoted It
Like A Feature!

w

Echoes Reverberate

Allied lo Acl Only

On St. Louis Case

On Completed Pact
(Continued

(Continued

from

page

8)

tures determine the sales policy, the UA
executive stated, adding the 1938-39 season started with
“Captain Fury,”
of 15. These are
sisted. but most
lineup.
Again Raftery

''Algiers” and ends with
which will make a total
not sold in block, he inexhibitors buy the entire
interposed

to inform

the

government UA's contracts do not provide for cancellations. Most pacts are for
one and two pictures with the maximum

from

page

6)

(Continued

Now, and for purposes designed
to fit a specific objective hardly
subtle, this sort of thing shows up
in the non-advertising columns of
an occasional tradepaper. The Columbia regional in Chicago and an
address delivered there by Jack
Cohn demonstrate the point. Cohn
was

talking about the duty of motion pictures which he remarked
to entertain. Quoting Cohn:

was

this season of five to one producer’s contract. Clearance and zoning are not discussed by Schlaifer in making deals, he
said, this angle being worked out by
branch managers in the individual areas.
When
Krieger attempted to have
Schlaifer go on record as to distributors
selling the same number of runs as each
other, he pointed out UA alone never sells
an identical number of runs.
Individual territories were then broken

"The world today looks for release from care and for entertainment as never before in its history.
Where one person may go to the
theatre hoping for the strong meat
of controversy, hundreds go for

down by the department of justice agent
with Portland first. National Theatres has
three and J. J. Parker two in this town

"We mustn't forget that young
people go to movie theatres in great

and there ai'e from 30 to 40 individuals
owning one, two and three houses each.
Into

San
had

Individual

Francisco

was

Areas

next

and

Schlaifer

to explain the difference between
tional Theatres, Fox West Coast and

NaFox

Theatres. Krieger’s unfamiliarity with
circuit names apparently had him confused. Fox West Coast, RKO and Cohen
were listed as the owners of all the first
runs in this city and in Long Beach, Cal.
Fox West Coast controlled all three first
runs. In San Diego, FWC has five first
runs with Simon Lazarus operating the
subsequents. At this point, Schlaifer denied the number of FWC
situations influenced purchases because Lazarus runs
ahead of the Skouras-operated circuit in
several subsequent run theatres.
In Salt Lake City, Harry David buys
UA for the Paramount, Centre and Utah;
in Seattle, the Fifth Ave., Paramount,
Music Hall and Blue Mouse, jointly owned by Evergreen States, a National Thea-

lighter, but no less important fare."
This made its way into one editorial piece. But there was more
which did not. For instance:

doesn't
this the
with
public mean
must provide
we themselves;
that joy
immature entertainment. It means
that when we have a social message

And,

ger’s World is another prior run and it
waS revealed he was given four of five
pictures not offered to Minnesota Amusements because Schlaifer thought the pictures would gross more at the World than
at the other houses.
Cohen, who has the UA in San Francisco, gets UA product first run despite
the numerous FWC situations. This is a
franchise as is Parker’s Broadway in Portland, the town boasting of the Paramount,
Orpheum and Liberty which are not the
independent’s units.
A. H. Blank has the Orpheum in Omaha
in addition to a string of other theatres
and considerable questioning was focused
on UA sales in this town.

12

it with in-

provide

terest and excitement."
for instance, this:

"The problem of entertainment
versus the presentation of current
problems does not exist. Every truly
fine
picture
has its message."
Cohn
emphasized
his point by
naming several pictures, adding that
"each was entertainment of the first
order, yet each had something vital
to say regarding the social scheme
and

they pulled no punches

Schlaifer Finishes;
Smith Next , Maybe
York — With

testimony
western

from

the

L. lack

Schlaifer,

of
UA

in the exthe govern-

ment's all-industry suit, Seymour Krieger, assistant to the attorney general,
sales
be

A. W.

manager

called

Smith,
for the

the week

former

general

company,

of June

will

5.

Krieger also wants to examine additional producer contracts of UA. He
may

ask

for some

of the individuals

to

appear here to secure additional data
on their distribution arrangements.
Schlaifer's

final testimony

dealt

BcSK's operations in Chicago,
Roosevelt, UA. Apollo and
Jones,

Linick

Oriental,
and

RKO's

a general
concerned.

<S Schaefer,

McVickers
Palace.

who

and

get-together

with

all parties

Also during his visit here, Cole spent
some time with Arthur Howard, business
manager and
land unit.

secretary

of the New

Eng-

No Immediate Television
Threat Is Revealed
(Continued

from

page

9)

preparing programs are currently too high,
and receiving sets are too expensive to
permit any nation-wide
the immediate future.

development

in

At the present time, it is believed no city
of less than 100,000 population could easily
support one station; and in cities of less
than 1,000,000 it would be difficult to
operate two stations profitably if reliance
for financial support must be placed upon
advertising as the only source of income.
“It seems

safe to conclude that the establishment of a television service on a
national scale will be a process of gradual
development, beginning progressively with
the larger cities and, over a period of
years, finally becoming available to smaller
communities,”

the committee

(Continued

conclusion

sales manager,
amination before trial in

intimated

While FWC
and major companies are
involved, Spyros Skouras and Charles
Buckley, general counsel for the coast
circuit, journeyed to Washington several
weeks ago and conferred with Thurman
Arnold on the clearance situation. Arnold is now in California, presumably to
see what can be done on the coast setup.
Frank Murphy, attorney general, was
scheduled to arrive over the weekend for

said.

Myers Attacks on Neely
Bill; Kindlier on Pact

ing it."

New

5)

in say-

It's all in the editing.

tres’ subsidiary, and Jensen & Von Herberg. Another first run account in the
town is the Palomar.
The St. Paul and Riviera, operated by
Minnesota Amusement Co., are among the
first run St. Paul accounts. Benny Ber-

must

to offer, we

page

month, of the anti-trust investigation on
the coast coming to a head any day with
the filing of a suit.

by a desire to en-

urged

numbers,

from

with

with the
Garrick;
have

the

State-Lake,

from

page

5)

tures determine the sales policy, the UA
itself can, and must, fashion a workable
plan of operation. Let us wait with entire
confidence the dawn of a great day.”
In his statement, Max A. Cohen, head
of the local unit, continues to expound his
principle of settling disputes “with a spirit
of harmony, fairness and cooperation.”
Having studied the various moves on
trade practice negotiations, Harry G.
Kosch

comments, “It is true this document does not give the independent theatre all that it is entitled to, but it does

grant many necessary reforms and eliminates some essential evils of our industry.”
Allied of New York, however, which had
been urging the acceptance of the draft
by the national organization, reversed its
policy Wednesday and adopted a resolution
to go along with
lative program.

the national
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/sGtometet
A Computation
Number

of What

of Runs

the Pictures

Follows

Did

in Their

Initials of Distributors.

PERCENTAGES

75

First Runs
Pictures

in Principal
With

90 l 00 110

125

Less

Centers

Than

as

5 Runs

Compiled
Not

From

Listed.

Nancy

Drew,

6

Never

Say Die (Para)

Ambush

8

Newsboys Home (Univ)
Off the Record (WB)

Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)
Beachcomber (Para)

10
15

Oklahoma

Boy Trouble
Broadway

(Para)

13
(M-G-M)

Burn 'Em Up O'Connor
(M-G-M)
Cafe Society (Para)
Charlie Chan in Honolulu

Spirit of Culver

6
12

Finn (M-G-M)

21

I'm From Missouri (Para)
Inside Story (20th-Fox)
King of Chinatown (Para)

17
8
9

King of the Turf (UA)

10

King of the Underworld
Last Warning (Univ)

CITIES
cent)

FROM

WHICH

achieved

by

AVERAGES

individual

City

9
19
25
8
21
17
21

14
16
6

Three Musketeers (20th-Fox)
Three Smart Girls Grow

19

Up (Univ)
Topper Takes

18
13

a Trip (UA)

WERE

COMPUTED:

cities asCity
compiled

lrom

With

23
13

Within the Law (M-G-M)
Woman Doctor (Rep)

8
5

Wuthering

7

comparative

the first run

Heights (UA)

records

figures

Charlotte

105

Detroit

Chicago
Cincinnati

SO
120

Indianapolis
Kansas City

Cleveland

105

Los

Dallas

110

Milwaukee

Angeles

Pet.
110

(FN) 27

an Honest

indicating

25

the percentage

of average

business

(100

per

of each.

City
Denver

5

(WB)

You Can't Cheat
Man (Univ)

Pet.

27, 1939

Irene

Yes, My Darling Daughter

100

:: May

6

and

(20th-Fox)
Wings of the Navy

Boston

BOXOFFICE

Graham

Torchy Blane in Chinatown
(FN)
Wife, Husband and Friend

(WB).... 6
6

Let Freedom Ring (M-G-M)
Let Us Live (Col)
Little Princess (20th-Fox)
Lone Wolf Spy Hunt (Col)
Love Affair (RKO)
Made for Each Other (UA)
Midnight (Para)

9
26

They Made Me a
Criminal (WB)

24

Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)

9
6

Tail Spin (20th-Fox)

7
13

Huckleberry

7

(UA)

Story of Vernon
Castle (RKO)

5

(20th-Fox)

14
5
13

(Univ)

Story of Alexander
Bell (20th-Fox)

8

Honolulu (M-G-M)
Hound of the Baskervilles

7

Sergeant Madden (M-G-M)
Society Smugglers (Univ)

Gambling

(Col)

11
5

Secret Service of the Air (WB). ... 9

Stagecoach

Bureau

140

18

Bars (UA)

Fisherman's Wharf (RKO)
9
Four Girls in White (M-G-M). ...17

Homicide

125

10

Saint Strikes Back (RKO)

Everybody's Baby (20th-Fox) .... 9
Fast and Loose (M-G-M)
25

Girl Downstairs (M-G-M)
Great Man Votes (RKO)

9U 100 110

100%.

6
5

Pygmalion (M-G-M)
Risky Business (Univ)
St. Louis Blues (Para)

5
19
6

Ship (Rep)

75

at

11

Kid (WB)

Prison Without

9

Devil's Island (WB)
Dodge City (WB)
Duke of West Point (UA)

(FN)

in BOXOFFICE.

Figured

Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox).... 6
Persons in Hiding (Para)
13
Pride of the Navy (Rep)
8

.13
6
19

(20th-Fox)

Reporter

(Para)
Pacific Liner (RKO)

6

Serenade

Reports
Gross

. . . one-third of a nation . . .

Blackwell's Island (FN)
15
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col).... 15
Boy Slaves (RKO)

Weekly
Theatre

PERCENTAGES

140

Adventures of Jane
Arden (WB)
(Para)

the

Average

Pet.

City

Pet-

Minneapolis

100

Philadelphia

95

New

115

Pittsburgh

90

New

100

Portland,

110

Providence

100

Salt

City

100

Seattle

95

New

Haven
Orleans
York

100
110

Oklahoma

105

Omaha

City

90
135

Lake

Ore.

110
95
110

13

"UNION PACIFIC" CHALKS UP ANOTHER ACE WEEK
AVERAGE

CHARLOTTE

Broadway — Women
in the Wind (WB),
Broadway — Illegal Traffic (Para)
Carolina — Vnion Pacific (Para)
Imperial — I’m From
Missouri
State — Mexicali Rose
(Rep)
Visulite — The Lady A’anishes

1st halt

(Para)

100
100
105

(GB)

Apollo — Society Lawyer
(M-G-M)
Chicago — Union
Pacific (Para), plus stage
show, 2nd wk. ; moved to Roosevelt for 3rd
loop wk
Garrick — Lucky Night (M-G-M), 2nd loop wk..
Oriental — Risky Business (Univ); Zero Hour
(Rep), plus stage show

Roosevelt— Dark Victory (FN), 3rd
Stale-Lake — Never Say Die (Para),
show
United Artists — The
(M-G-M), held 2nd

Hardys
wk

plus

loop wk....
plus stage

Ride

75

85
80
85
90
90
90
100

Can’t

Get

Away

With

Murder

90

Hippodrome — Dark Victory (FN), 2nd wk
Palace — Sorority House (RKO).
Stage:
Benny Goodman
and his orchestra

75
95

State — Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M).
Stage:
Eleanor Powell and 4 acts of vaudeville .... 165
Stillman — Union

Pacific

Dark

Victory

New

(Para).

2nd

(3rd wk.) .175

Haven

160

Confessions

of a Nazi Spy

East

Side of Heaven

150

(dual) —

Los Angeles

150

Union

Pacific — New

Union

wk

Orleans

150

(dual) — Omaha

Pacific — Cincinnati

EXTENDED
Pygmalion,
Juarez, 5th
New York.

23rd

and

and

Criterion — Confessions

Majestic
Melba —
Palace—
Tower-

RUNS
final

final

wk.,

wk.

5th

of

wk..

New

York.

roadshow.
New

York

Union Paeifie, 4th wk., Portland. Ore.,
Sait Lake City; 3rd wk., Chicago, Denver,
Los Angeles, Oklahoma
City, Seattle.
Dark Victory, 3rd
nati. Philadelphia.
Stolen

Life,

3rd

wk.,

wk.,

LOS
100
Police

— The
Hardys Ride High
(M-G-M)..
The Lady’ and the Mob
(Col)
Broadway
Serenade
(M-G-M)
Union Pacific (Para), 2nd wk

85
125
85
90
100

DENVER
Aladdin — Dark
the Denver

Victory

(FN),

after

a

wk.

at

Broadway — Lucky Night (M-G-M);
Let Freedom Ring (M-G-M),
after a
wk. at the
Orpheum
Denham — Union Pacific (Para). 3rd wk
Denver — Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Orpheum — Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M);
Beauty for the Asking (RKO)
Paramount — Dodge City (WB), after a wk. at
each the Denver, Aladdin and Rialto; On
Trial (WB)
Rialto — Three Smart Girls Grow
Up
(Univ),
after a wk. at each the Denver and Aladdin; Winner Take All (20th-Fox)

80

Cisco

Kid

Chicago,

Los

90

85

(20th-Fox),

80
110

INDIANAPOLIS
Montana
Skies
Hours (RKO)

(Rep);

85

Apollo — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox); Mr. Moto on Danger Island
(20th-Fox)
Circle — Vnion Pacific (Para), 2nd wk

95
95

Loew’s — The
Kid Prom

80

Hardys Ride High (M-G-M);
Texas (M-G-M),
2nd wk

Lyric — You Can’t Get Away
With
(FN); Gray Gordon’s Orchestra

KANSAS

Angeles.

Murder
stage show..

Esquire — Rose of Washington
Square (20thFox), held over
Midland — The
Hardys
Ride High
(M-G-M);
Within the Law
(M-G-M), 2nd wk
Newman — Union Pacific (Para), 2nd wk
Orpheum — Confessions of a
Nazi Spy (FN),
2nd wk

14

road-

100

stage
115
95
105
100
90

of

90

120
60
90
80

(Col);
100
110

the

White

100
60
150
100
150
100
123
125

Room

(Univ); Taylor’s Revue
on stage
Palace — Union Pacific (Para) ; Sudden Money
(Para), 2nd wk
Riverside — Code of the Streets (Univ); Ted
Lewis on stage
Strand — Dark Victory (FN); 12 Crowded
Hours (RKO)
Warner — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle

100

Spy

(RKO);

95

85
75
125
110
85

Away
With MurWinner
(FN)

90

90
80
plus

(20th-Fox)..

100
90
80
90

HAVEN
50

105
190
160

ORLEANS

Center — Danger
Island (20th-Fox)
Globe — Devil’s Island (WB)
Liberty — Sorority House
(RKO)
Lyceum — Great Man
Votes (RKO)
Orpheum — Confessions of a Nazi Spy

Aldine — Wuthering Heights (UA), 5th wk
Boyd — Dark Victory (FN), 3rd wk
Earle— -Dodge City (WB)
Fox — Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M), plus stage
show headed by Horace Heidt
Karlton — Man
of Conquest (Rep)
Keith’s — The Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle (RKO)
Palace — Hotel Imperial (Para)
Stanley — Union Pacific (Para)
Stanton — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN)

115

110
140
115

80
90
90
75
(FN)....125

100
100
90
100
75
95
90
95
110

PITTSBURGH
Ah’ in — Man
of Conquest (Rep), 8 days
80
Barry — Nancy Drew, Reporter (FN); Whispering Enemies (Col)
70
Fulton -Return of the Cisco Kid ( 20th-Fox) . . . 70
Penn — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
115
Senator — Lady’ and the Mob
(Col) ; Inside

(no stage show)
Warner— Women
in the Mind
(WB);
of Chinatown
(Para), 9 days

90

College — Boy Slaves (RKO); The Flying Irishman (RKO), 2 days; Blind Alley’ (Col);
Winner Take All (20th-Fox), 5 days
Loew-Poli— Rose of Washington
Square
(20th-Fox); Mr. Moto
on Danger
Island
(20th-Fox)
Paramount — Union Pacific (Para); Bulldog
Drummond’s
Secret Police (Para)
Roger Sherman — Dark Victory (FN); Sweepstakes Winner
(FN)

NEW

(FN)....

Story (20th-Fox),
Stanley — Confessions

Back

Century — Dodge
City (WB), 2nd wk
Gopher — Society^ Lawyer
(M-G-M)
Orpheum — Let Freedom
Ring (M-G-M),
stage show
State — Rose of Washington Square
Time — Story of a Cheat (French)
World — Grand
Illusion (French)

Spy

110

MINNEAPOLIS
Her a
(Para)

Nazi

160

(RKO);
You
Can’t Get Away
With
Murder (FN)
100
Wisconsin — Rose of Washington
Square
(20th-Fox); Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox) . . 125

Aster — They Made
Door to Heaven

CITY

a

PHILADELPHIA

ANGELES

NEW

CITY

Tower — Romance
of the Redwoods
Stroud Twins on stage
Uptown — Same
as Esquire

50
65
50

Omaha — Pygmalion
(M-G-M);
Newsboys*
Home
(Univ)
Orpheum — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M); Everybody’s Baby (20th-Fox)

MILWAUKEE
Alhambra — Mystery

75

of

Brandeis — You Can’t Get
der (FN); Sweepstakes

Cincin-

Downtown — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN),
2nd wk
Four Star — Stolen Life (Para), 3rd wk
Hillstreet — East Side of Heaven
(Univ); 12
Crowded Hours (RKO)
Hollywood — Same
as Downtown
Panlages — East Side of Heaven
(Univ);
Saint Strikes Back
(RKO)
Paramount — Union Paeifie (Para) 3rd wk.,
plus stage show
State — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M):
Society Lawyer (M-G-M)
,
Wilshire — Same
as State

175
80

Michigan — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN);
('ailing Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
105
Palms State — Union Pacific (Para), after wk.
at Michigan; Street of Missing Men
(Rep).. 120
United Artists — It’s a Wonderful World
(M-G-M)
100

Alamo — Blue
12 Crowded

plus

OMAHA

85

DETROIT
Adams — East Side of Heaven
(Univ). after
wk. at Fox; Lady and the Mob (Col)
Fox — The Return of the
plus stage show

wk.,

Liberty — You
Can’t Get Away
With Murder (FN); Winner Take All (20th-Fox),
4 days
Liberty — The Flying Irishman (RKO);
Inside
Story’ (RKO), 3 days
Midwest — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO)
Plaza — Union Pacific (Para), 3rd wk
State — Man
of Conquest (Rep), 2nd wk
Tower — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox)

140

130

Island
Secret

23rd

100

OKLAHOMA

140

DALLAS
Capitol— Mr. Moto on Danger
(20th-Fox)
Capitol — Bulldog Drummond’s
(Para)

CITY

(M-G-M),

Radio City Music Hall — Only’ Angels Have
Wings (Col), plus stage show
Rivoli — Wuthering Heights (UA), 5th wk
Roxy — Rose of Washington Square (20th-Fox),
2nd wk., plus stage show
Strand — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN), plus
stage show

(dual)

Portland, Ore., Seattle

YORK

125
95

Capitol— Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Criterion — Hotel Imperial (Para)
Globe — Zenobia (UA)
Hollywood — Juarez (WB),
4th wk. of
show run
Paramount — Union Pacific (Para), plus
show

(dual) —

Wuthering Heights,
City, Philadelphia.

CLEVELAND
)

190

Pacific — Denver

Pygmalion

Albee — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M), held.. 120
Capitol — Wuthering Heights (UA). 2nd wk. ..110
Grand — Hark Victory (FN), 3rd wk
110
Keith's — San Francisco (M-G-M),
revival.... 90
Lyric — Prison Without Bars (UA)
110
Palace — l nion Pacific (Para), held
140
Shubert — Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M),
2nd wk
110

( FN

(dual) —

Haven

Union

NEW
Astor — Pygmalion
final 4 days

150

High

CINCINNATI

Allen— You

Pacific

New

(Univ),

Saenger — Union Pacific (Para)
State — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M).
2nd wk
Tudor — Trade Winds
(UA)

Top Hits of the Week
Union

CHICAGO

Palace — East Side of Heaven
stage show, held 2nd wk

IS 100%

90
90
120

4 days
of a Nazi

PORTLAND,

Spy

60

(FN),
King

75

ORE.

Broadway— It’s a Wonderful World (M-G-M);
Code of the Streets (Univ)
Mayfair — Union Pacific (Para), 4th wk
Orpheum — Return of the Cisco Kid (20thFox) ; Sorority House (RKO)
Paramount — Rose of Washington
Square
( 20th-Fox) ; 12 Crowded
Hours (RKO)
United Artists — Confessions of a Nazi Spy
(FN); For T>ove or Mone.v (Univ)

SALT

LAKE

80

125
120
100
110
150

CITY

I'entre — Dodge City (WB)
Paramount — Lucky
Night (M-G-M)
Studio — Union Pacific (Para), 4th
Utah — The Lady’s From
Kentucky
Some lake It Hot (Para)
Victory —
. . . one-third of a nation
Rough Riders Roundup
(Rep)

wk
(Para);

115
100
120
100

(Para);
100

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — Union Pacific (Para), 3rd wk. ..100
Fifth Avenue — Lucky Night (M-G-M);
Secret
Service of the Air (WB)
90
Liberty — Only Angels Have AVings (Col),
2nd wk
110
Music Box — Mutiny on the Bounty (M-G-M),
reissue
.
Orpheum — King of Chinatown
(Para); 12
Crowded
Hours (RKO)
Palomar — The Long Shot (GN) ; I
Convict (Rep), plus stage show
Paramount — Confessions of a Nazi

AA'as

a

Spy

(FN);

Family Next Door (Univ)
Uptown — Smiling Along (2ftth-Fox)

BOXOFFICE

:: May

80
85
90
150
70
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MAJORS CHARGE ALLIED OBSTRUCTS ON CODE;
REPEAT THEIR INTENTION TO PDSH ADOPTION
Rebuttal

to Critics Is

Made by Rodgers; to
Risk Legislation
By

RED

KANN

New York — The majors, with William
F. Rodgers as spokesman, blasted away at
national Allied for obstructionist tactics
in trade code formulation and made it
clear that they are willing to take their
chances on legislation rather than enlarge
on provisions of the document at the final
business session of the Allied of New York
convention
noon.

at the Astor, Thursday

after-

Rodgers made up the one-man rebuttal
to code critics which Boxoffice had stated
exclusively
from

UA

on May

13 he would

do. Aside

M-G-M, he spoke on behalf of Warner, 20th Century-Fox, Paramount, Universal, Columbia, and RKO, but not for
which had withdrawn from code deliberations some weeks earlier.

In

its May 13 edition, Boxoffice declared Rodgers would have final details of
the code ready before he took the floor
and that there would be no changes in its
various clauses with the exception of the
formula for arbitration. At the conclusion of a meeting which terminated at 7
p. m., Wednesday evening, the arbitration
plan was finalized and released the following afternoon. Its text appears on page 20,
with the letter of submission forwarded
by Rodgers, for the distributors’ negotiating committee, to the heads of various
negotiating exhibitor associations with the
exclusion of Allied to which the M-G-M
sales head had turned it over in New York.
The

Spokesman

for Majors

Rodgers’ address, fraught with official
representations on the part of the majors,
except UA, bears importantly on their national sales policy. He had this to say:
“In addressing you today I occupy a
dual capacity, that of a representative for
M-G-M, a company which I believe has
earned the right to be frequently quoted

as Col. Harry
decorations.

continue

to

strive

A. Cole, president

to

be

known

as

of national

the

‘friendly company’ and we are not going to
be deterred from our path by insidious attacks launched by those who seek only to
obstruct progress and harmony.
“From this point on my capacity is of
one who has been commissioned to represent seven so-called major distributors who
have unstintingly given their time beyond
that normally expected of any person or
persons in a sincere effort to work out a
fair trade practice code that the so-called
smaller man, who some believe has been
oppressed, may have relief and that the
general fruits of all of our labors can be
more beneficial to all concerned. In our
efforts along these lines we have been encouraged by many theatre owners, who
with their fortunes invested have contributed their share to the development
of this business and are just as anxious
as we are to see a more harmonious relationship exist between buyer and seller.
Accord

in

Chicago

“On the other hand, we have had every
possible obstacle thrown in our way by
some, unthinking though they may be,
have, nevertheless, not been constructive

as the ‘friendly company.’
“Some from within your ranks, through
the statements they issue, are doing everything humanly possible to depreciate us in
the eyes of the trade and the business
world in general. I read the bulletins issued by various Allied units and there
seems to be resentment on the part of
some that we are successful. The fact that
our success insures your success seems
immaterial, so long as the destructive attacks can be maintained.

in their views, but to the contrary decidedly destructive and have lost no attempt in
their endeavors to create distrust and a
confusion of the real issues involved.

“We are not asking for any commendation for our efforts, either for our consistent supply of good product, our
merchandising policies, or our reputed
basis of fair dealing. It is here my intention only to remind you, as a group,

ally an ‘understanding’
the proper word, makes
my opinion, if considered
in what I believe to be a
build.

that

the

‘friendly

BOXOFFICE
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company’
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is going

E

to

Metropolitan Ph0t

New Ceil
York ing
Allied,— registers
nned ofthe
Scapresident
ColeCohen,
As Max

“No matter what statements were issued
as a result of the Chicago meeting, I tell
you, and I will leave it to your own
negotiating committee to confirm or deny,
that an agreement in principle was
reached there in November last. The fact
that a press release on the conference read
an

agreement

was

reached

where

technic-

may have been
no difference, in
by those engaged
sincere effort to

“Subsequently, the wording and language of the proposed draft was not to your

a point at his convention
Allied, goes in for Astor ceiling

liking, or the liking of your leaders, but
that is beside the point, because it was
understood all along that there would be
need for revision of any draft submitted.
Therefore, when I read statements to the
effect that the distributors had thrown a
few crumbs to the exhibitors, I definitely
charge bad faith in the issuance of any
such bulletins or statements. The crumbs
that are referred to run into the millions of
dollars per year and the only chance whatever that producers or distributors have
to recoup is in the production of pictures
that will attract more attendance to the
theatres. And, furthermore, it was understood at that conference that so far as
arbitration was concerned we expected the
help of all exhibitor bodies in the shaping
of machinery for this purpose.
Reminds

of Early

Invitation

“Before

any negotiations were ever commenced with anyone the heads of your
national organization were consulted that
they would feel that they were invited just
as early as any other exhibitor unit to
participate in the negotiations and at the
time of the first conference it was definitely stated that the negotiations could
be conducted only on a basis of establishing a trade practice code for the guidance
of the industry and that theatre divorcement had no place whatever in these negotiations, and that furthermore from our
conversations with the average theatre
owner he was not interested one iota in
theatre divorcement. That is a pet idea
of a minority who believe its prosecution
can be used as a smoke screen to justify
the continuation of attacks that can only
cause dissension between the two branches
of an industry absolutely dependent upon
each other.
“All clear-thinking people engaged in
this business are of the opinion that such
a trade practice code is necessary, that its
(Continued

on

next

page)
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SEES EXPERIENCE CORRECTING IRREGULARITIES
THROUGH MACHINERY SET UP RY UNITED TRADE
Rodgers Pleas for Trial
Under Code; Decries

ing, could not be worked out from an industry standpoint and simply because it
would positively destroy some of the smaller companies.

Irrelevant "Ballyhoo"

“Some members of the Allied committee,
according to the article, felt that they
should have taken their hats and said to

(Continued from preceding page)
adoption should be encouraged and thereby bring about a condition never before
enjoyed by this industry.
“It should be tried and, in doing so, understood that all things desired cannot be
had at the first attempt, but that through
experience we can profit by and correct
such irregularities that may now for the
first time be brought to light through the
machinery set up by a united industry. I
do believe all this ballyhoo about divorcement, alleged unfairness, must be getting
very boresome if not to all those engaged
in the business, at least to the public;
most of us, and I speak to you as well as
for our group, would like to get back to
the running of our business.
“In this respect the trade press, generally speaking, has encouraged a trade
practice code, but some have been inclined
to treat lightly the good intent or purpose
of those engaged in its preparation, and
in this respect I refer to a recent issue of
Harrison’s Reports, where a front page
article takes me, as chairman of the
negotiating committee, to task for even
inviting another theatre organization to
confer on a code, and simply because some
members of this organization are affiliated theatre owners. Again we are taken to
task because we would not discuss theatre
divorcement and had outlined to your
negotiating committee that the abolishment of block-booking, or wholesale sell-

Maybe

the members of the distributor’s committee, ‘Good-day, gentlemen, we will see you
in Washington.’ The inference was that
the distributor’s committee had its instructions. Had the committee acted as
Mr. Harrison said some of their members
felt should have been the case, there would
have been no elimination of score charges,
no enlarged cancellation, no concessions
of other great import, but wisely though
the committees continued in their deliberations. I can assure you, gentlemen,
that the stipulations of the trade practice
code submitted are very great in their
importance to the trade and still greater
if measured from a monetary standpoint.
“Again we are taken to task because
distributor’s attorneys were dilatoi'y and
that the inference was that the attorneys
frustrated every independent exhibitor’s
effort to come to an understanding. A
very unfair statement, calculated only to
mislead. Attorneys have important functions, whether they represent you or us;
it is expected that they will properly protect their client’s interests and, if any of
these self-appointed critics seem to believe
it is a simple task to work out a code and
principles of arbitration, their practical
suggestions would always be welcomed. It
is quite simple for some one to sit on the
sidelines and criticize, but usually those
who

engage in such non-productive outbursts have little, and in most cases nothing, constructive or practical to suggest.
“Then I am reminded that Allied finds

It Was Just Rumor

New York — Rumors have a way of getting around, and this one resounded with
considerable gusto in the Allied of New York convention hall just about 20 minutes
before Col. H. A. Cole delivered the principal address the second day of the
conclave.
Cole was asked
out so that it would
an

by a trade paper reporter if he had a copy of his talk to hand
not be necessary to take notes while he spoke. Cole twinkled

eye

and replied something like: "No, I haven't. And it's just as well, too. Because I'd have had to change it completely within the last half hour."
Seeking an explanation of this remark, the reporter took but a few steps before

he was asked by a friend: “Did you hear what
a little while ago?" The answer was "Not yet."
“Well," said the friend, ”1 was told that Cole
Myers would refuse to attend the meetings unless
ration ofpolicy to the effect it was

in complete

happened

at the

executive

told Max Cohen both he
Allied of New York made

accord

with

national

session
and Abe
a decla-

Allied's policies."

When informed of this, Cohen told BOXOFFICE: "Cole never told me or anyone
within earshot of me that he would not attend the sessions. He came here to attend all sessions. I have a letter in my files from Myers stating he did not think he
could be here the first day, but that if it was at all possible he would be present
either the second or third day. Furthermore, Allied of New York did not have an
executive session the second day, where the basis of your rumor seems to have
emanated. It was a meeting of the resolutions committee. The meeting resolved
itself around

our

plea

for tolerance

on

both

sides."

Raps Allied Argument
Of Public Groups
It Must Satisfy
it difficult to let down the public groups
that were seeking the enactment of the
Neely Bill. We never asked Allied to let
them down, even though as far back as
November last we reached an understanding or agreement for an enlarged cancellation and, judging from the nature of our
discussions on the subject, we expected
that they would at least try to satisfy their
allies — the public groups. True the cancellation asked for originally was greater
than finally agreed to. Instead we, as an
industry, face the unfortunate truth in
Washington at the hearings on the Neely
bill of being a divided industry, although
of equal interests, and one would be led
to believe from what he had heard in
Washington from the proponents of the
Neely bill that we should all be ashamed
to be identified with this business.
On

the

Bill

“I am not here to discuss either the
merits or demerits of the Neely bill, I
only know that many theatre owners in
this country, including Allied members,
have told me personally that the enactment of such a bill would mean nothing
short of ruination to them. There have
been others who have expressed themselves
as believing that the measure would be
beneficial, but very few of those who have
so expressed themselves had even read
the bill. I do know this, however, and
that this prophecy can be accepted as fact,
no matter what the content of the bill, its
provisions as such will positively preclude
selling our pictures until after they are
completed.
“Let me review briefly the code in itself
and as submitted on March 30th. It provides :
“ Exclusion Privilege — All that is asked
is that an account not be in material default on an existing contract.
“Trade Announcement — Is limited to
its provision and not because we want to
limit it but because of our problems, and
we too have many, we cannot go further.
No company in business today can successfully identify pictures sold as far in advance as is the custom. Only theorists believe it is possible and they either do not
know and apparently have never taken the
trouble to find out the impracticability of
their demands along these lines.
“Public Demand for Exceptional Features— We have tried to remedy a condition brought to our attention. It is not
perfect by any means, but nevertheless a
great improvement over previous custom
(Continued
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WHILE THEY HOPE FOR ALLIED'S COOPERATION
RODGERS EMPHASIZES MAJORS WILL GO AHEAD
Outlines Code

Provisions

With Majors' Start on
What Clauses Mean
(Continued from preceding page)
and does relieve the situation as it has
been reported to us.
‘‘Preferred Playing Time — Very definitely a relief to the smaller operator, he
can, under its provisions, play pictures
when guarantees are given on such days
as best suits his convenience. Furthermore, if a percentage picture, without
guarantee, is unsuitable for preferred time
and the contention is upheld by arbitration, another picture can later be substituted and the one objected to played on
other days of the week.
“Some Runs Available — A very difficult
provision to cover the intent. It is a supreme effort to meet a condition that has
been brought to our attention and many
theatres will benefit thereunder.
“Regular Customers — Our assurance to
existing customers against chain invasion.
“Short Subjects, Newsreels, Etc. — That
each unit of a distributor’s output will
stand on its merits. A step in the right
direction and will be of a material benefit
to many.
“Score Charges — No separate score
charges, commencing 1939-40. Of course,
distributors will try and be recompensed
for these eliminations, yet it resolves itself to a matter of negotiation.
“Allocation of Features — It has been
agreed, in a subsequent modification of
this proposal, that once designation has
been made it cannot be changed except by
mutual agreement.
“Form of License Agreement — We will
try, but I am none too optimistic about a
shorter form of contract. We cannot
agree, as a group, to a standard form because of existing laws and individual negotiations on such a subject would seem
to me to be unending.
“Selective License Agreement — This provision should and will speed up availability, as it compels those who have selective contracts to act within twenty-one
(21) days after availability.
“Playing Pictures in Order of Release —
This clause will serve to correct practices
resulting from ‘dead-line’ picture enforcement.
“Coercing Contracts — The clause speaks
for itself. It serves as a medium through
which it will bring to light any unauthorized threat of intimidation.
“Other

Subjects of Arbitration — Performance of license agreements by either

party.
“Clearance.
“Over-buying.
“Effective date is, as you know, on all
contracts made after January 1, 1939, for
1939-40 product.
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“Term is for two (2) years and any
signatory may withdraw after that term
by
giving six (6) months’
withdrawal.

notice of such

“We specifically set this period knowing
a certain amount of time would be required to establish Arbitration Boards and
get the machinery in operation.
“Arbitration Machinery — I am going to
dwell briefly on the proposal, set up after
consultation with all interests, including
those who represent you and other independent theatre owners.
“It is not perfect, that we full well
realize. We could not in justice accept all
the suggestions made but we have, insofar as possible, provided for those that
seemed practical. The entire plan is given
to your president, we hope it will be accepted as it represents the best we could,
as a group, suggest. I want to point out
to you that there are two boards provided
for:
“1. —
“2. —
board,
handle

A so-called permanent board.
For those who prefer a special
the machinery is so set up to
such requests.

“At first glance the setup of the special board, where more than two parties
are involved, may be looked upon as not
equally balanced. I mention this principally because I want to assure you that
even though the impression prevails in
some quarters that affiliated theatres and
distributors as a whole have a common
interest, nothing further could be the case.
“As a matter of fact, it is often the reverse.

Points Out No Machinery
Exists for Adjustment
Of Current Problems
“Special boards.
“Parties to the disputes.
“Oaths of arbitrators.
“Their
“Awards.terms of office.
“Jurisdiction of boards.
“Arbitration proceedings.
“Local rules and regulations.
“Cost of arbitration.
“It must be borne in mind that there is
now no machinery setup whereby disputes
can be settled within the confines of the
industry. This provides a means. Perfection is not claimed, but an honest effort has been made and the rules of arbitration are as I said before the most practical we can now suggest.
“Whether or not the trade practice code,
embodying all its principles, is adopted is
for the theatre owners of this country to
decide; if it is, such matters of which
Allied leaders have complained the most
can be arbitrated. So can other subjects.
“Based upon the encouragement we have
received from individual independent theatre owners, those given by organized theatre owner associations, I am firmly of the
belief that the trade practice code will be
adopted by the majority of theatre owners
of this country. We sincerely hope Allied
will join. We are going forward with the
conviction that in this plan we have a

“The general rules provide:
“Arbitration Boards to be set up in all
exchange centers.
“Permanent board.
“Mutual arbitrators.

On May

proposal that is sound and as such we believe it is the method by which harmony
can be established in this business.
“We

solicit your consideration
(Continued on page 22)

for the

6, It Was Different

New York — No little comment has been percolating through usually conservative trade channels here over what looks like a reversal of attitude on the part of
Allied of New York toward national Allied.
The explanation for the comment might be
sions in BOXOFFICE, authorized by spokesmen
published elsewhere as
As recently as May

well.
G, the following

found in some of the recent expresfor the local Allied unit and widely

story appeared:

“Allied of New York, dissenting sharply with the attitude of national Allied of
which it is a member toward trade practice formulation, is expected to urge upon
Col. H. A. Cole, president, and Abram F. Myers, chairman of the board, a change of
front which would lead to adoption of the pact.
"Such a change, it is being suggested, must include evidence of a desire to
understand no millenniums can be attained overnight and that a switch in national
Allied's front must be made in recognition of the advisability of effecting trade
reform by self-regulation and not by recourse to, or dependence upon, government
law suits or a Neely bill. This indicates the depth of the chasm between policy
considerations governing Allied of New York and the national association of which
it is a member.
"The local group also subscribes to the belief the time is here for national
Allied to readjust its internal procedure. Into this classification it lists a relinquishment of secret sessions, confined to what is described as a chosen few, and an
abandonment of ’star chamber'
arrived at' formula."

proceedings

in favor

of the

’open

covenant

openly

ALL SERENE BETWEEN N. Y. ALLIED AND ITS
NATIONAL PARENT, RESOLUTIONS SET FORTH
past 20 years, “upon my first realization
that there were no ethics in the industry.”
In fact, Cole admitted this “belief has
been strengthened in later years,” when
certain “agreements were made, and no

Deny Reports of Friction;
Independent Thought on
"Constructive"
New

York — There

not now

and

Lines
never

it is hoped

was,

there

there

never

is

will

be a “cleavage” in the relations between
Allied of New York and National Allied.
That the parent association and one of its
“newest babies” are so harmoniously linked that the local unit unanimously adopted two resolutions declaring its accord,
highlighted the second day’s open session
of the New York organization’s convention.
Although the principal speaker was Col.
H. A. Cole, Max A. Cohen, president of
the New York unit, introduced Cole with a
“preface” that called attention to recent
trade paper reports purportedly interpreting “friction” between

the

two

groups.

“Regardless of these interpretations,”
Cohen said, “New York Allied will remain
loyal at all times to its national organization. Although there has been a certain
manifestation of independent thought, this
has been definitely along constructive
lines. Our position has been and is now
to take what it can get, but not to stop
there. As long as we have our foot in the
door we are going to keep it there. We
are definitely committed to the principles
of our national
Cole, during
said

he

organization.”
his extemporaneous

talk,

is “convinced the way of negotiation might become effective after our

great, great grandchildren are dead.”
His tone left little doubt that his attitude at present has not changed in the

sooner were they made than broken.”
He referred specifically to trade practice conferences in New York 12 years ago
when distributors agreed there would
thereafter be no forcing of shorts.
“My education continued” up to about
ten years ago, Cole declared, when an interested group realized that independent
exhibitors should have a national voice.
His reference here was to the formation
of national Allied.
And

from

the outset of the national

or-

ganization, Abram F. Myers felt “that negotiation could get but a modicum of fair
dealing. We all tried our best for certain
concessions, but we were blocked at every
move. Even the crumbs were taken away
before they were put into effect.
“So, in 1935 Allied adopted a policy —
it has not negotiated in the meantime
until the recent trade practice conferences
began — not to negotiate, but has fought on
the grounds that the independent exhibitor has some rights.”
On Policy Significance
Cole

emphasized the significance of Allied’s “legislation and litigation” policy by
stressing the supreme court’s decision in
the Interstate case, the importance of
which lies, he said, in the ruling that
“does not say that a distributor cannot impose clearance, but says the distributor
cannot
word
He

sell clearance.”
“sell.”
was in his most

Cole

stressed

enthusiastic

the

mood

when he added: “And this decision sinks
into insignificance on considering that the
courts have recognized the existence of
monopoly in this industry and has laid
down a rule in one case saying it must
In the government

suit. Cole

Cole

Extends

Tribute to

Organization

Work

The "Newest"

Baby

under strict government
do feel that privileges

by

regulation. But I
too long enjoyed

should be taken away. Until then we cannot have a composition of all interests.
The time will come when a clear definition
of limits will be made by the courts and
Congress, and when we know these limits
and rights then the real negotiations will
be undertaken and succeed.
“Individuals,
class,
he said.cannot
Cole

paid

regardless
prosper

tribute

of

unless
to the

groups
others

or
do,”

organization

work being done by New York Allied. “It
is one of the stoutest I ever saw,” he said.
“It should be one of the most powerful in
the United States. I hope it will be the
backbone of national Allied for many,
many
I expect
Whenyears.
Cole And
completed
histhat.”
address,
applause,

he

sat down

on

the

amid

dais next

to Harry G. Kosch, New York Allied’s
general counsel. Cohen then asked for permission to digress from the scheduled program to permit Harry Brandt, president
of the ITOA, to speak. Brandt came from
the rear of the room and a moment after
he began to speak
the room.
Brandt

from

said he had

est to Cole, and

the dais Cole left

listened with

“hoped

Cole

He stressed
stayed
to hear two
me.” factors.
(Continued

on

page

would

One,

interhave

that

he

22-F)

said, Al-

lied has “an answer so powerful in its imstop.”
plication that I am wondering myself what
the answer is going to be.”
He referred to a department of justice
prayer in the action instituted against the
Griffith circuit in Oklahoma City, in which
it seeks to enjoin distributor defendants
from continuing practices allegedly depriving all exhibitor interests from an impartial “right to buy.”
“Constitutional rights can be taken away
if you abuse it; if it works an evil and
hardship on a person or on the public.
The rights of buying and owning theatres
have been abused.” He also noted that the
department of justice, jealous of its record of successful prosecution of 92 per cent
— Metropolitan

New

England

Arthur

man,

18

Howard

Photos

Visitors —

of Independent

Exhi-

bitors, Inc., Allied’s unit in Hew England, at the New York Allied convention. With him here is Morris Shulpresident of Connecticut Allied.

of anti-trust cases, would not have “left
itself open” if the trend of the times was
not “symptomatic.”
“I’m no Bolshevik or Red who wants to
tear down a business of which I am a part
and in which all my money is invested,”
Cole asserted. “I don’t think it is good or
necessary that our business should work

— Metropolitan

Photos

Assailed Neely Bill —
Harry Brandt, president of the ITOA
of New York who addressed the Allied
of New York convention and there attacked the Neely bill to eliminate compulsory block booking.
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ALLIED'S ONE MOTIVE IS TO GET MAXIMUM
IN BENEFITS, MYERS INFORMS N. Y. ALLIED
Says Leaders Desire to
Learn More of Pact

Brandt

From close study

Acceptance

New York — Allied’s motives in the trade
practice negotiations “have been actuated
by one motive and one motive only, and
that is to ascertain what is the maximum
of benefit which can be attained for those
who look to those men for leadership and
protection; and secondly that maximum,

Foresees

of New

Says Myers Now
On the Code
New

York — Even

before

national

Al-

lied takes official cognizance of the
third revised trade practice draft, which

once attained” whether it is “a good thing
... a solid thing, a substantial thing . . .
a fair substitute for prospective, possibly

is among the order of business at the
Northwest Allied convention in Min-

speculative, benefits which might be attained from a different course of proce-

general

dure,” Abram P. Myers, general counsel for
the national organization, insisted in his
brief talk before the local Allied convention.
“You have lived under a lack of system
for many years and I think there is no
disagreement that that has led to undesirable ends. There is, therefore, the problem
of changing an existing order for the better because any other kind of change would
not be progress. That would be retrogression. And therefore, every man
and
woman
concerned in the deliberations
which

will take place here, and more especially at Minneapolis next month, should
approach the problem with an open mind,
free from prejudice growing out of the
past, free from any taint of personalities
involved and without abuse solely to arrive at decisions which are in the best interests of the greatest principle concerned.
No

New

Attitude

“Now one might think if they had paid
a great deal of attention to the discussions
in recent months that this is a new or
modified or a different attitude on the
part of Allied. It is not.
“There have been those who have sought
to shove Allied into acquiescence of a program not yet completed. There are those
who have claimed that Allied men were
seeking to disrupt the program, that they
were not really trying to find out all that
was involved in it so that they might get
a full understanding of what it is all about.
“But I don’t believe on serious consideration that any one will find fault with men
who want to investigate what is on the
other side of the fence before they leap
over it. That has -been the policy. That I
know is going to continue to be the policy
and I have confidence in the men I have
been associated with, who will have the
final decision as far as Allied is concerned,
that they are going to do what they believe
to be the best for their members and for
independent theatre owners generally in
the United States.
“They are going to do it whether it
pleases some within or some without the
organization. They are going to make up
their minds and do what they think is
right. And there again is an attitude with
which no one can fairly find fault.”
Myers then invited all exhibitors
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neapolis, June 13,
how
code.

he,

F.

Myers,

is letting it be

Abram

known

personally,

feels

He informs BOXOFFICE
the draft contains those
arbitration

set forth

by

about

the

that "unless
principles of
Allied

around

tle for less than
get

thus determine
Myers replied:
"The

if only

to

“where

the jokers

are,"

details are comparatively unimportant. Before anything like arbitration can proceed and accomplish its

designated
must

it proposed,

the arbitration machinery into motion, and, as suggested by Max Cohen,

purpose,

first be

the

principles

sound."

Allied Convention Fails
To Cite UA Withdrawal
New

York — Despite pre-convention assertions on the part of Allied of New York
spokesmen that UA was to be the center
of an attack because of the company’s
withdrawal from trade practice deliberations, the three-day session closed without
a single mention of UA or its position.
Harry Gold, UA vice-president, who was
designated by Murray Silverstone to represent the company, did not appear until the
banquet on the closing evening.
When Max Cohen, Allied president, was
asked by Boxoffice why no reference was
made to UA, he said:
“I would not attack a man unless he was
present in the room to defend himself.
But Allied of New York is not through with
UA. They are going to hear plenty from

Allied.”
other interests wishing
practices and anxious
deliberations to be in
national convention,

to be heard on trade
to participate in the
Minneapolis for the
June 13-15 for an

“ample opportunity” to be heard. At that
time, Myers concluded, “all issues will have
been considered and discussed to a point
where a final decision can be arrived at
where

a consensus

dent theatre owner

opinion

of indepen-

will be made.”

%

Theatre

Code

New York — Regardless of the affiliation
of the exhibitor, Harry Brandt foresees
90 per cent of the theatre owners in the
country signing up for the trade practice
code if he and the ITOA members put their
signatures to it.
Brandt is convinced, after consulting
with Milton C. Weisman, attorney for the
ITOA and who has been in steady contact
with distributors’ attorneys on the draft,
that at least three of the four points his
organization objected to are now satisfactory to ITOA members.
“If all the principles and purposes of
the ITOA are included in the new draft
we

March 12, we cannot accept it."
Asked whether Allied would not set-

fairly and
and

counsel,

90

will sign,” he said.

Discussing

clear-

ances, Brandt sees his own circuit “up
against the wall unless something is done;”
and unless changes are made in clearances
he is prepared to resort to legislation. However, he does not expect to upset the Loew
and RKO protection system, but his houses,
in the main, are last run, and there is
room for considerable improvement in
clearance, he says.
Under

the present

setup,

Brandt

adds,

he cannot continue another year. “If I
had to make a living from my own theatres I’d starve.” He points out he receives
a rental from Metropolitan Playhouses
which operates a number of former Brandt
houses and which helps both ends meet.
If it is decided by the ITOA to sign up,
Brandt will call the other six independent
exhibitor

groups

which

negotiated

the

draft for a meeting here. With the Kentucky unit and ITOA, it is figured there
are about 2,300 theatres ready to act one
way

or another.

To Act on New Oklahoma
And Los Angeles Units
New York — Allied’s board meeting in
Minneapolis will take action on accepting the new units formed in Los Angeles
and

Oklahoma City, Col. H. A. Cole, president, states. Both organizations have been

given a copy of the national organization’s
constitution but up until the time of his
departure for Dallas over the weekend,
Cole had not been informed whether they
had adopted it. However, this is expected
-by the time the national board meets in
Minneapolis.
Three other units have asked to join
Allied, according to Cole, who declined to
name them or the states in which they
are located. He said, however, at the rate
telephone calls, telegrams and letters are
coming

in from various organizations, complete representation in all states is just
a matter of time. Before coming to New
York, Cole made a number of stopovers
where he appeared before local units.
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Text
New

York —

The

formula

of Proposed
for

the

crea-

tion of an industry-wide arbitration system providing for a distributor and affiliated exhibitor panel of 10 and a like
number composed of independent exhibitors in each exchange territory, plus a permanent arbitration board of three — the
third to be a neutral man — follows:
L — Exchange

Territories

Arbitration of disputes which
are subject to
arbitration under the Trade
Practice Code
or
hereunder in the territories (hereinafter referred to
as exchange territories) served by the film exchanges in the cities below named:
Albany, N. Y.
Atlanta, Ga.
Boston, Mass.
Buffalo, N. Y.
Charlotte, N. C.
Chicago, III.
Cincinnati, Ohio.
Cleveland, Ohio
Dallas, Texas
Denver, Colo.
Des Moines, Iowa
Detroit, Mich.
Indianapolis, Ind.
Kansas City, Mo.
Los Angeles, Cal.
Memphis,
Tenn.

Milwaukee,

Wls.

Minneapolis, Minn.
New
Haven, Conn.
New
Orleans, La.
New York, N. Y.
Oklahoma
City, Okla.
Omaha,
Nebr.
Philadelphia, Pa.
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Portland, Ore.
St. Louis, Mo.
Salt Lake City, Utah
San Francisco, Cal.
Seattle, Wash.
Washington, D. C.

shall, in each
exchange
territory, b>
governed
and after
by these Rules
of Arbitration from
the date of the
appointment
of th
territory,
panel of
neutral arbitrators
for such exchange
as provided in Article II hereof.

IL — Panel of Neutral Arbitra
tors
All distributors and affiliated
exhibitors and
organized exhibitor groups which
have
signed
Trade Practice Code to which
these Rules
or Arbitration are annexed, and
which
at the
time carry on their business (or,
in the case of
organized exhibitor groups, have
members
who
have signed the Trade Practice
Code and who
at the time operate theatres) in
an exchange
territory shall by unanimous
action appoint a
panel ot not less than five nor more than
ten neutral arbitrators for such exchange territory
. Neutral
arbitrators shall be compensated for
their services,
shall preferably have
an
understanding
and
knowledge
of the motion picture industry but
shall not be associated with either
distributor or
exhibitor interests.
m- — Permanent

Arbitration

Board

,;1,? AI>pointnu*nt of Panels. All distributors and
amiiat
ed
exhibitors which are at the time
entitled to participate in the appointment
of the
panel of neutral arbitrators for an exchang
e territory shall by unanimous
action appoint a panel
ot ten arbitrators, and
all organized exhibitor
groups which are at the time entitled
to participate in the appointment of said panel of
neutral
arbitrators shall by unanimous
action appoint
a
panel of ten arbitrators, for such exchang
e
territory. it is contemplated
that arbitrators
on said panels as well as arbitrators
appointed
on panels provided for in Article IV hereof
will
be associated with some
branch of the motion
picture industry and will serve without compensation.
(2) Personnel of Permanent
Arbitration Board.
A Permanent Arbitration Board consisting
of one
arbitrator from; the panel of neutral arbitrator
s
and tvvo other arbitrators, one from each
panel
of arbitrators appointed as provided in paragraph
(1) of this Article, shall be established in each
exchange
territory. The
members
of each of
the panels appointed as provided in said paragraph (1) shall serve on the Permanent
Arbitration Board in rotation, in such order and for
such length of time as the members
of such
panels shall respectively agree upon.
The two
arbitrators so serving from said panels shall designate a third arbitrator from said panel of neutral arbitrators, or, if they are unable to agree
upon
a
third arbitrator, the third arbitrator
shall be chosen by them by lot from said panel
of neutral arbitrators. Said third arbitrator shall
be chairman of the Permanent
Arbitration Board
and shall serve during the term of office of the
arbitrators designating or choosing him.
(3) Secretary. All distributors, affiliated exhibitors and organized exhibitor groups which are
at the time entitled to participate in the appointment of the panel of neutral arbitrators for
an exchange territory, shall by unanimous action
appoint a secretary of the Permanent
Arbitration
Board for such exchange territory who shall also
act as secretary for the Special Arbitration Boards
in such territory provided for in Article IV hereof.
(4) Office. Each
Permanent
Arbitration Board
shall maintain an office and have available adequate quarters for the hearing of arbitrations.
IV. — Special Arbitration Boards
(1) Appointment of Panels. All distributors and
affiliated exhibitors which are at the time entitled to participate in the appointment
of the
panel of neutral arbitrators for an exchange ter-
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Arbitration

ritory, shall by
unanimous
action appoint a
of ten arbitrators, and each organized exhibitor group which is at the time entitled to
participate in the appointment of said panel of
neutral arbitrators shall appoint a panel of ten
arbitrators, for such
exchange
territory. An
arbitrator designated by a party to a dispute submitted to a Special Arbitration Board shall preferably be a member
of one of the panels, but
need not be a member
of any panel.
panel

(2) Tvvo Party Disputes. With respect to disputes between two parties the Special Arbitration
Board shall be constituted as follows: Each party
to the dispute shall designate an arbitrator. The
two arbitrators so designated shall designate a
third arbitrator who
may, but need not, be a
member
of the panel of neutral arbitrators, or,
if said two arbitrators are unable to agree upon
a third arbitrator, the third arbitrator shall be
chosen by them; by lot from the panel of neutral
arbitrators. Such third arbitrator shall be chairman of such Special Arbitration Board.
(3) Disputes Relating to Clearance. With respect to disputes relating to clearance, the Special Arbitration Board
shall be constituted as
follows: The complaining exhibitor shall designate
an arbitrator, the exhibitor complained against
shall designate an arbitrator, and the distributors which are the third party to such dispute
shall, as a group, by unanimous action designate
an arbitrator. The
three arbitrators so designated shall by unanimous
action designate two
arbitrators who may, but need not, be members
of the panel of neutral arbitrators, or, if they
are unable to agree upon either or both of said
two arbitrators, one or both, as the case may be,
shall be chosen by them by lot from the panel
of neutral arbitrators. One of said two arbitrators
shall be elected chairman of such Special Arbitration Board.
(4) Right to Eliminate Arbitrator. In any case
where a neutral arbitrator is chosen by lot from
the panel of neutral arbitrators each arbitrator
designated by a party shall be entitled to reject
one neutral abitrator chosen by lot, and if such
right is exercised with respect to any neutral arbitrator so chosen, the neutral arbitrator so rejected shall not serve and another neutral arbitrator shall be chosen by lot from among
the
neutral arbitrators not so rejected.
V. — Parties

to

Disputes

(1) Disputes Between
a
Distributor and
an
Exhibitor. All disputes subject to arbitration under the Trade Practice Code except disputes relating to over-buying and to clearance shall be
between two parties, a
distributor and an exhibitor.
(2) Disputes Relating to Over-buying. Disputes
relating to over-buying shall be between
two
parties, the complaining exhibitor and the exhibitor complained against, but each distributor
which has signed the Trade Practice Code and
at the time has a
license agreement
with the
exhibitor complained against shall be entitled
to notice of all hearings and shall have all other
rights which it would have if it were a party
to such dispute except only the right to designate
an arbitrator.

Letter
New

York —

This

ter of submission

is

the

forwarded

text

of
of

under

the

let-

date of

May

25 by William F. Rodgers, for the distributors’ negotiating committee, to the
heads of eight exhibitor associations. These
are E. L. Kuykendall, president, MPTOA;
Lee Moffitt, president, MPTO of Kentucky;
John Rugar, president. Intermountain
Theatres Ass’n; W. F. Crockett, president,
MPTO
of Virginia ;• Harry Brandt, president. ITOA of New York; Charles G. Gilmour, president, Theatre Owners and
Managers of the Rocky Mountain Region;
Leo

F. Wolcott, president, Allied Independent Theatre Owners of Iowa and Nebraska, and Albert A. Galston, president,
ITO of Southern California and Arizona.
The letter:

“In my letter to you of March 30 enclosing a draft of the trade practice code,
bearing the same date, I stated that we
had not then completed a revision of the
provisions with respect to arbitration ma-

System

(3) Disputes Relating to Clearance. Disputes relating to clearance shall be between three parties
(a) the complaining exhibitor, (b) the exhibitor
complained against, and (c) the distributors, as
a . group, which at the time have license agreen(mts with the complaining exhibitor and grant
to the exhibitor complained against the clearance
complained of. Each
of said distributors shall
be entitled to notice of all hearings and shall
have all other rights of a party except only the
right individually to designate an arbitrator.
In the event that in any dispute relating to
clearance any party thereto shall claim in writing filed with the arbitration board that any
exhibitor not named
as a party thereto may
be
prejudiced by any award made
therein in favor
of the complaining
exhibitor, the arbitration
board shall have no power to proceed with the
hearing unless within a time to be fixed by the
arbitration board there shall have been filed with
it the consents in writing, signed by all such
exhibitors, to be bound by any award which may
be made
in such dispute. If such consents in
writing of all such exhibitors shall have been
so filed, the arbitration board shall proceed with
the arbitration and such exhibitors shall be entitled to notice of all hearings and shall have
the right to represent themselves or be represented
by others at all hearings and to examine or crossexamine all witnesses. The award
of the arbitration board shall be binding upon
such exhibitors to the same extent as if they had been
parties to such dispute.
VI. — Oaths

of Arbitrators

Each

person, upon his appointment as an arbitrator or as a member
of any panel, shall take and
subscribe to one or more
counterparts of the
form or forms of oath of office prescribed by
law in the jurisdiction or jurisdictions where he
shall act as arbitrator. In the event that no
such form of oath is prescribed by law, he shall
take and subscribe to the following form! of oath:
I
having been duly
(an arbitrator) (a member
of the
panel of arbitrators) for the
exchange territory, do solemnly
will faithfully and fairly hear

appointed

swear that I
and examine

the disputes brought before me and will determine each such dispute in accordance with
the spirit and intent of the provisions of the
Trade Practice Code of the motion picture
industry and the Rules of Arbitration annexed
thereto, and will make
a just award to the
best of my understanding.
Said persons shall, from
time to time, also
take and subscribe to such other or additional
oaths as may
be required by law in connection
with the hearing of any dispute and shall make
and execute all papers necessary or convenient to
make
their awards binding and effective to the
extent that such awards may
in any particular
case be made binding and effective.
The oaths shall be filed in the office of the
Permanent
Arbitration Board and in such other
offices or places as shall be required by law in
the

jurisdiction

or

jurisdictions

(Continued

wherein

the

arbi-

on page 22-D)

Submission
chinery, and for that reason was enclosing the basis of arbitration theretofore
submitted to you. Since that date, we
received many suggestions on arbitration
machinery from several sources. We have
now succeeded in revising the provisions
with respect to arbitration machinery and
have prepared a draft in page proof of the
proposed rules of arbitration.
“The trade practice code also has been
somewhat revised to meet certain suggestions. Soon we will mail to you, as one
document, the trade practice code and
rules of arbitration. I am sending to you
herewith the draft of the rules of arbitration because of our desire to place it in
ment.
your hands at the earliest possible mo“Following our previous course, we are
sending a copy of this letter and enclosure
to the department of justice, in accordance with assurances of counsel that the
department would be kept informed of the
results of our industry conferences.”
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New

York — Col. H.

Adolph Haas, assistant to Don Alexander of Alexander Film, introduced his boss
to the visiting conventionites, Alexander
having made the trip all the way from
Colorado Springs.
* * *
Morris Shulman of the Rivoli and Webster, Hartford, Conn., and president of Allied of Connecticut; Arthur Howard, general manager of Independent Exhibitors
of New England, and J. B. Fishman, a director of the New England unit, represented the contingent from Massachusetts
and Connecticut.
* * *
Tom Keene made the convention his
first stop after a personal appearance in
a small town in Virginia. He admitted
the management had to refund admissions to many who could not get into the
theatre to see him. He made a short
speech to the opening convention crowd.
* * *
Bill Smalley and Steve Tarbell, contact
man for the Smalley circuit, came all the
way from Cooperstown for the third and
final session.
*

*

*

Charles Segal, chairman of the UMPTO
board in Philadelphia, was very much in
person with his wife during the open
forum. Incidentally, his unit is not affiliated with Allied.
*

*

Jack

A. Cole, president

of national Allied, was the first out-oftown delegate to report at the Astor, Monday afternoon. True t@ the Cole tradition, he was minus hat but not the usual
cigar.
* * *

*

Although Abram F. Myers, general counsel of Allied, was unaware of it, a copy of
the complete arbitration machinery proposed by distributors was sent to him in
Washington a few hours before he appeared on the dais as the first speaker at

Caught on the
Sidelines
By DAVE

GOLDING

Bernie Kranze, Albany RKO branch
manager, visited the convention hall
Wednesday afternoon for a reunion with
old friends. Bernie used to be a salesman
at the local exchange before shifting to
the upstate office.
*

*

*

Joe Miller, Columbia Buffalo branch
manager since he opened the office there
12 years ago, wants it emphatically understood he asked to be transferred to the
Albany top spot, formerly occupied by
Phil Fox who is now Buffalo chieftain.
Interviewed at the Allied convention, he
said a lot of exhibitors may get the
wrong impression because Albany is a
smaller exchange, but he wanted it and
got it from A. Montague. He left for Buffalo, Friday, and on Monday officially assumes his new post.
^

Y. Berman

came

on

from

Los

Angeles and was the only exhibitor coming from the distant point.
* * *
Several Allied of New Jersey members
were on hand, including Irving Dollinger
and Dave Snaper.
* * *
Tom

Connors,

Louis Weinberg,

Louis

Astor, Max Weisfeldt and Eddie Schnitzel’ represented some of the home office
major distributor personnel dropping in
at various times.
* * *
Jack Fishman, New England exhibitor
in attendance, reported an off-the-record
incident which happened to him. A major
company salesman approached him on a
new season’s deal. He offered the entire
lineup of features and shorts at a price
and advised the exhibitor that if he didn’t
want to take the shorts the total rental
figure would remain unchanged. In other
words, the salesman told Fishman, there
is no intention of forcing the shorts but
whether they are taken or not the price
is unchanged.
*

John Manheimer,

*

*

secretary of the ITOA;

Howard Dietz, Si Seadler and Billy
Ferguson paid the convention a visit
Wednesday afternoon, principally to look
over the M-G-M exhibit. One of the prize
gags pulled on the voice test machine is

Lionel Toll, editor of the organization’s
publication, and a host of other members
jammed into the Wednesday afternoon
session at which Harry Brandt, president,
was among the speakers.

the line to exhibitors: “Have your voice
tested. If we like it, M-G-M will sign you
up. If we don’t, we’ll send you down the
street to Warners.”

Percy A. McGuire of International Projector was on hand every day, meeting exhibitors and checking up on details in

*

*

*

Morris Shulman, Hartford exhibitor,
brought with him two of the 10 books his
father brought for the World’s Fair. His
interest mostly concerned an inspection of
the Russian exhibit.

*

general.

*

*

*

*

*

Sam Roth pinch hit for Charles L.
O’Reilly at the Automatic Candy Vending
concession booth. O’Reilly returned Wednesday from Chicago.

Thursday’s open forum. He left the meeting right after his speech, returning to the
capital.
*

*

*

Upstate branch managers in attendance
for the Thursday session included Ralph
Pielow, M-G-M, Albany; Moe Grassgreen,
20th-Fox, Albany; Phil Fox, Columbia,
Buffalo; Joe Miller, Columbia, Albany; and
Bernie Kranze, RKO, Albany, supplemented a host of exhibitors from the upstate
region. Sid Samson, 20th-Fox, Buffalo,
couldn’t make the meeting, but did the
dinner.
*

*

*

Leon Rosenblatt at the Thursday afternoon session announced he had been
elected chairman of the ITOA committee
going to Allied’s Minneapolis convention.
Harry Brant promises to be one of the
contingent, too,
* * *
Home office and local exchange managers sitting in for the Myers and Rodgers
speeches included Gradwell L. Sears, Tom
Connors, Ted O’Shea, Dave Levy, Charles
Stern, Moe Streimer, Joe Lee, Harry H.
Buxbaum and H. M. Richey.
* * *
Col. H. A. Cole was expected to make a
speech, or comment on the Rodgers talk,
but never moved from his chair in the audience.
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TheyThe Fashion
New York Allied's Plans —
directors of the state association in tyre-convention

assemblage at the
Astor. Tow row, left to right: Tlioynas Di Lorenzo , New Paltz; Andrew
Geitner, Silver Creek; Steve Tarbell, Cooperstoivn; Irving Sherman, Pearl
River; John Gardner, Schenectady ; Charles Wilson, Troy, and Irving Gerber,
New York City. Second row, in the same order: Al Francis, Buffalo; Herman
Lorence, Cattaraugus; Arthur A. Tompkiyis, Schenectady; Marvin Atlas,
Niagara Falls; Charles Rosenzweig , New York City; Max Cohen, Brooklyn;
Minna G. Rosen, Buffalo; Louis Goidel, Brooklyn; Herbert Hoch, Buffalo,
and E. Thornton Kelly, executive secretary. At the table are Max Cohen,
New York City, president, and Abe Levy, Brooklyn, corresponding secretary.

21

Rodgers in Rebuttal
At Allied Meeting

New
New

(Continued

from

page

of

17)

adoption of the code, believing as
it will tend to cement and unify
dustry, that we may all give such
as we possess to the development

we do
an intalents
of this

business, rather than to the constant harassing and wrangling between the different branches of our industry.
“We

are seeking the support of a program from which we, as distributors, cannot hope to make any gain, to the contrary we can only give, but we have individually and collectively a genuine feeling of pride in the authorship of the code

and

are

ance

grateful to all negotiating committees for their patience and perserverand also appreciative of those who

contributed by their advice and suggestions, and time given, to the working out
of the details.
“The provisions of the code itself cannot be enlarged upon for the simple reason that we have given nearly to the
breaking point and although we hope, and
as I say solicit your consideration, if it is
your decision to go forward without the
code and rely upon legislation rather than
arbitration, then that is for you to decide,
but I will tell you honestly and with great
frankness that rather than enlarge the
provisions of this code we will of necessity
have to take our chance on the legislation.
“We

have endeavored to view your problems and to provide machinery to correct
injustices where they are found to exist —
more

than

that we

cannot

do.”

New Judell Distributing
Setup Will Handle 36
New

York — Ben Judell, independent distributor, will form a new company which

York — Max
York

Albany;

and

Rathner

will be the eastern sales representative with offices in Radio City. Jerry
Olenick of Los Angeles will be in charge of
publicity.
In addition to his own exchanges in
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Louis, Judellwill establish offices in Philadelphia,
Washington, Kansas City and Los Angeles.
According to Judell, the other franchise
holders at this stage are Lou Lefton of
Monarch Pictures, Pittsburgh; Mel Hirsch
and Bert Kulick of Syndicate, New York;
Lee Goldberg of Cincinnati, Cleveland and
Indianapolis; Bill Flemion and Ann O’Donnell of Excellent Films, Detroit; Harry
Asher of Boston; and Armand Cohn of AllStar Film, San Francisco.
Judell, who left for Milwaukee over the
weekend, says six associate producers will
be added to the company.
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A. Cohen,

president;
Max

Allied

Mitchell

Cohen

of

Conery

at are''Peak"
New York — “We
in a position to asTermed
sure William Rodgers that M-G-M branch

of Brooklyn,

Harry Kosch, Allied counsel, comprise the group of delegates that will

represent the organization at the
lied convention at Minneapolis.

Cohen

in Tolerance

office personnel is at its peak
Tire sales organization will
this season with a degree of
exhibitor customers that will

Al-

Plea

During Pact Confabs
New York — A plea for tolerance on all
sides during the industry negotiations on
a trade practice code came from Max A.
Cohen, Allied of New York president, after
Abram F. Myers and William F. Rodgers
spoke to the delegates.
“With that idea of tolerance in view and
motivated by our keen desire to rectify
unfair trade practices and industry abuses,
much good can be accomplished.”
Declaring the government has not hesitated in filing an anti-trust suit against an
independent circuit and pointing to the
Oklahoma

City case for proof, Cohen

add-

in efficiency.
be backed up
service to our
beat even our

own fine record of the past.”
So declared E. K. Stern, assistant treasurer, at the conclusion of the sixth and
final of the territorial conferences of
M-G-M
office managers, bookers and
checking supervisors, which woimd up a
three-day session at the Hotel Astor, Friday. Alan F. Cummings, manager of exchange operations, presided.
Cummings pointed out more than 100
hours of discussion at Washington, New
Orleans,

Kansas

City, San

Francisco

and

Chicago

have been directed toward obtaining from the field staff concerned with
servicing M-G-M accounts, more ideas for
cementing existing goodwill between the
organization and its customers.

proof

Home office representatives who attended some of the sessions included Rodgers,
E. M. Saunders, T. J. Connors, Charles
Sonin, J. S. MacLeod, W. F. Reilly, R. P.
MacLeod, F. Ehrlich, R. Klein, William
Brenner, P. D. Agnew, William Marsh, M.

that

L. Simons, C. Deesen, I. Hirsch, Irving Helfont, Arthur Lacks, W. Gleicher, E. Wallace Aaron, I. Martin, B. Hudson, Joel
Bezahler, Harold Postman and Jay Gove.

ed, “In attempting to get a bill of rights
for the independent exhibitor we must remember one thing. We are trying to prove
the king can do no wrong. Whether that
be adduced by common sense, litigation or legislation, the fact, nevertheless,
remains that, in order for an independent
to gain that bill of rights, he must prove
the king

New
New
Kuhn,
against

can

do wrong.”

Kuhn

Regional
lows;

Case Delay

York — The libel action of Fritz
German-American Bund leader,
Warner Bros, for damages and in-

junctive relief on “Confessions of a Nazi
Spy” has been delayed until next Friday.
Kuhn was arrested on charges of forgery
and grand larceny involving $14,589.59.

REVIEW

plans to distribute 36 pictures starting December. Included in the setup are 27
franchises located in key centers.
Sid Neufeld will be in charge of production. Judell states he expects to rent studio space on the coast as soon as he arrives there June 5 with shooting starting
by the first of July. The company will
spend a minimum of a $1,000,000 on its
lineup, he estimates.
As soon as the title is cleared in Albany,
the company will be incorporated. Harry

Metro Branch Offices

Four to Minneapolis
From New York

FLASHES
rabid of "Big House" fans will find its one
redeeming quality, action, sufficient compensation for a purposeless, extreme and
Rita Johnson
produced;

story.

Walter

are featured;

George

B. Seitz

Pidgeon

Lucien

and

Hubbard

directed.

S. O. S. TIDAL WAVE
(Rep)— Novel and entertaining feature in which telecasting and
its commercial
furnish

the

and

political

motivation.

possibilities

Qualifies

as

aver-

age program material which might have
attained higher rating with a stronger cast.
Ralph

Byrd

produced;

is featured.

John

H. Auer

Armand

Schaeffer

directed.

COMPLETE REVIEWS on the above
pictures will appear in an early issue
of BOXOFFICE.

represented

as fol-

Albany — William Williams, William Gaddoni, Edward Urschel.
Boston — Henry Wolper, J. M. Cummings,
Charles Repec, Henry Myerson, Harry
Golden.
Buffalo — Mary Ryan, Velmar Klaiber,
Gage Havens.
Cleveland - — J. P. Harrington, Dorsey
Brown, C. Robert Long.
New Haven — Frank Mullen, Charles Lazarus, George E. Weber.
New Jersey and New York — H. Goldgrave, Charles Wittner, Robert Ellsworth,
Joseph Rahm, David Klein, S. Stockton, H.
Kugel, Eddie Richter, H. Margolies, M.
Rose, John Cunniff, A. Arnswalder, E.
Susse,
Bowen. E. K. O’Shea,

6,000 ENEMIES (M-G-M) — The prison picture
to end all prison pictures. Only the most

unbelievable

offices were

Dave

Levy

and

Jack

Levy Shiits and Adds
To RKO Sales Stall
New

York — With the annual sales convention three weeks off, Jules Levy, general sales manager of RKO, has promoted Joe Brechen, manager at Charlotte,
to head man at Atlanta, succeeding Guy
Brown, resigned. N. J. Colquhoun, salesman in Memphis, has taken over the Charlotte managership.
Lou Padolf has rejoined the company
in Detroit, Grover Wray is a new member
of the Memphis sales staff and Scott Chestnut has been added to the Oklahoma City
staff. The Los Angeles staff has been enhanced by Lou Fink. Robert Renz is an
addition in Buffalo and Joseph P. Smith
is in Boston, all as student salesmen. Harry Levinson, former Chicago booker, is now
office manager in Detroit.
BOXOFFICE
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BILL WHITE, general manager of the
Skouras circuit, had 20 New York managers of the circuit out for a boat ride and
outing on Long Island over the weekend
. . . James

R. Grainger,

president

of Re-

public, outlined the company’s new product to Empire Film delegates in convention
at the Royal-York Hotel, Toronto, Thursday. The company is the Canadian
franchise holder . . . Arthur Hornblow jr.
flew in from the coast for a peek at the
new plays . . . Lou Diamond, short subject
head for Paramount, is planning a trip to
the coast soon to look over available independent product for possible distribution
by the company . . . Joseph Burstyn sailed
on the Champlain for a five-week trip
abroad, mostly to be spent in Paris, for
conferences with French producers on
American distribution rights . . . A. H.
Blank

office.

says he’s a great

booster

for Box-

Hal B. Wallis made a sort of last-minute decision and sailed for Europe on the
Nieuw Amsterdam after all .. . Sam Woodf
director of “Goodbye, Mr. Chips” is in
town from the coast . . . Phil Reisman, already plotting a trip to South America
and to London from there, will be one of
the very limited number of guests attending the forthcoming garden party to the
King and Queen in Washington . . . Bill
Jaffe has returned from his coast trip . . .
Junior Laemmle, in a one-minute interview and handshake at “21” says he’ll be
around town for a couple more weeks . . .
Jimmy Clark, ad sales manager at RKO,
made a hole-in-one at the Bayside links
Sunday. He skied one with an iron on the
160 -yard hole to within three feet of the
pin and the Hol-Hi trinkled in for an ace.
S. E. Samuelson, art director of Intermountain Theatres of Salt Lake was one

of the week’s registrants at the RKO
lounge for exhibitors visiting the Fair. At
Jack and Charlie’s: Willard McKay, Ned
Depinet, Fred Ullman, Phil Reisman, Ben
Goetz, Jules Levy, Sam Dembow, Morton
Downey and Jack Alicoate . . . Archie
Mayo, his direction of “Music School”
completed, is heading east in easy stages
from the coast. Due in almost any minute
now.
Jack Cohen, National Screen district
manager with 12 cities in the east under
his supervision, has returned from a sixweek tour of the circuit . . . Ben Goetz
shifted his plans the last minute and flew
back to the coast and now hopes to sail
W ednesday

. . . Laurence

Olivier, who

pears in “W utliering Heights,”

ap-

entertained

the press at a five o'clock party, Thursday afternoon, at the Rivoli, where the
picture completed seven weeks . . . Helen
Berg, secretary to George Dembow, takes
Ivan Branfman for better or worse, May
28 . . . Mrs. Hal Roach and daughter,
Margaret, have gone back to Hollywood
after a 10 -day vacation here . . . R. C.
Sherriff is literary adviser for Alexander
Korda Film Productions, a new post . . .
H. F. Taylor, RKO Calgary exchange manager, leads in the 15 th week of the George
J. Schaefer drive . . . Bill Shapiro, associated with Los Lesser, has gone back to
the production center after looking over
the play market and consummating a
dea.l for “Our

Floyd

C. Henry, manager from the Philippines, is also in town . . . Up on the 12th
floor, the sweetest two words A1 Wilkie
heard all week were “At Play.” . . . Milton
Weiss has collected most of the bamboo

decorations from Leon and Eddie’s for his
apartment . . . The family of Frances Biggins, Monogram switchboard operator, held
a winning sweepstake ticket but she is still
working.
number

of RKO

executives

attended

the “Gateway to Hollywood” luncheon at
the Hotel Warwick where Marie Nash and
Robert

Shackleton were named the metropolitan selections. Herbert Rawlinson

acted as master of ceremonies. Nancy Carroll caused a stir when she walked in, looking very nice and gay. S. Barret McCormick, Cresson Smith, Jules Levy, Harry Mandel, Ethyl Haworth, Frances Robinson-Duff
graced the dais. Those who broke bread :
Ralph

— Metropolitan

Photos

" Intermezzo " for Her—
Edna Best, British actress, arrives on
the Nieuw Amsterdam en route west
for a lead in a Selznick International
with Leslie Howard.
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First to Arrive —
Ralph Doyle, Australian representative for RKO and first of the foreign
contingent to reach New York fcr the
company’s

annual

sales convention.

Town.”

Paramount foreign notes: A1 Dean, publicity director, heads for the coast today to attend to convention matters. Henri
Klarsfield, general manager in France, gets
in today on the Normandie while Fred
Lange sails on the same boat Tuesday
night. Arrivals from England Tuesday
on the Aquitania will be C. G. Dickinson,
general sales manager and T. C. Reddin,
advertising and publicity director of the
Paramount organization in Great Britain.

A

—^Metropolitan

Doyle, H. M. Richey, Leon Bamberger, Radie Harris, John Cassidy. Charles
McDonald, Louis Goldberg, Bob Wolff .
Harry Michalson, Arthur Willi, John J.
O'Connor, Ben Cammack, Marian Robinson, Blanche Livingston, Jimmy Boyle and
Irving Shiffrin.
Rudy Berger, Washington branch manager for M-G-M, was a home office visi-

tor the other day . . . Joe Nemerov is now
handling the Paramount minority suit for
the plaintiffs alone, having dissolved the
law firm of Pollock & Nemerov . . . Lou
Lifton had a birthday and took all the
Monogram secretaries to lunch at the
Abbey Hotel . . . “Toots” Shor hopes to
open his own restaurant in the 50’s shortly .. . Myron Sattler, New York Paramount branch manager, is in San FranFair

cisco, where he is attending the World’s
as part of his vacation preliminary

to the
Angeles,

company’s convention in Los
June 8-10 . . . Harry Kosiner,

Walter Wanger’s eastern representative,
got back from the coast early in the week,
having

stayed over a week for studio conferncs. . . Ditto J. J. Milstein, New York
spokesman for Edward Small . . . Peggy
Foldes

of the RKO
circuit publicity department is chairman of the associate
members of the New York Newspaper
Women’s Club.
Don

Alexander,

president

of Alexander

Film, is a World’s Fair visitor from Colorado Springs. He also checked into the
new Alexander Previews office on Filmrow . . . Harry Buxbaum jr. has returned
from the coast after a stopover at Detroit
where he bought a new Cadillac . . . Izzie
Schmertz, Cleveland manager, George
Roberts, district manager with headquarters in the same city, and J. J. Grady,
Cincinnati branch head, all with 20thFox, were home office visitors for conferences with William Sussman . . . Harry
' Brandt was laid up five days with
gout. A friend who met him on
street quipped:

“ That’s

what

you

the
the

get for

being a rich man.”

E
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Kent Denies Breach
With Hoyts' Circuit
New York — Reports of a rift between
20th Century-Fox and Charles Munro of
the Hoyts’ circuit are denied by Sidney R.
Kent who told Boxoffice, prior to his deHoyts’

parture for Rio, “We made a contract with
and we are perfectly satisfied with

Further expansion by Hoyts’, now the
largest circuit in Australia, is contemplated.
According to Kent, the purpose of Munro’s
visit is to discuss a policy of expansion
covering
tres.

the

construction

of new

thea-

Questioned on board the Brazil an hour
before sailing, Kent spoke freely on the
Australian situation. He said there was

Three Assemble

— Metropolitan Photos

to See One Off —

no basis to the version that 20th-Fox was
critical of Munro’s operating policy.
“It is understood,” Kent was asked,
“your company’s main complaint was that
its product it.”
wasn’t getting the proper play-

Family scene in the office of Eugene Picker, Loew executive, on the eve of
his sailing aboard the Iroquois for a short southern cruise. This is the Picker
family. Left to right, Leonard S., attorney at Columbia; Sidney I., assistant
to Herman Giuckman, New York franchise holder for Republic; then Gene

“That’s

and finally, Arnold M., assistant to Joseph A. McConville, Columbia’s foreign
sales manager. The portrait is that of the late David Picker, father of the
boys.

His theatres, some

years

ago, were

Charge Fox Receiver
With Mismanagement
New York — Charging that Milton C.
Weisman, receiver of Fox Theatres, had
managed the estate of the company in a

sold to Loew’s.

ers allege that Weisman, acting for United
Artists Theatre Circuit, rather than for
Fox Theatres, caused the latter company
to fail to pick up an option on 50 per cent
of the Class “A” stock of Fox Metropolitan
Playhouses, which included some 141,222
shares, and thus lost a very valuable asset
for Fox Theatres.

“negligent, grossly improvident and careless manner, wasting assets and preferring

The general creditors, through the
Georgia Trust Co., asserted the transfer
of assets of Fox Theatres to the two trustees, Weisman and Kenneth Steinreich,

certain

through

creditors above others,” the Stockholders’ Protective Committee, through
Gustavus A. Rogers, chairman, and the
Trust Company of Georgia acting for
creditors, filed demands in the federal
court asking for an accounting, and that
until such time as that can be secured,
that Weisman’s request for his discharge
as receiver and an approval of his final
account as receiver, be denied.
Federal Judge John C. Knox, after
listening to both sides, sent the case to a
special master to determine.
Among individual charges made by the
stockholders were that David Stoneman
was paid $20,000 on an unfounded claim
of $100,000, or a 20 per cent dividend as
against an eight per cent dividend paid
other creditors. Also that William K.
Bean

was

paid

$15,000

on

an

unfounded

claim, and Miriam Rogers was paid $165,000 on a claim, the amount being equal
to 40 per cent of her claim.
It was also asserted that Weisman had
received

monies

from

Fox

Metropolitan

Playhouses, for which he is asked to account and that he made a profit for himself from the management of Fox Theatres, which is not allowed by law. A return of the money he made as a profit is
asked.
The Fox receiver is also accused of having employed his own law firm, Weisman,
Quinn, Allen and Spett as attorneys for
Fox Metropolitan Playhouses, and made a
profit by so doing.

22-B

Lastly, the stockhold-

Weisman’s plan of liquidation, approved by Judge Martin T. Manton, January 30. is unauthorized by law, and not

binding on the creditors
sent to it.

who

did not con-

all wrong,”

he replied.

According
to Kent, Munro’s trip is for
ing time.”
the usual survey of product in this country. He said Munro will probably remain
here for a month.

Managers' Union Drive
Tactics Stir ITOA
New York — Harry Brandt, president of
the ITOA, has called a special meeting of
the organization for June 1 at the Edison
to discuss the methods which the new theatre managers’ union is applying in trying
to gain membership. In numerous instances, the union is reported to have
complained to the state labor board on
conditions purported to exist without first
contacting independent circuits. Theatre
operators claim they have a right to first
be

approached

and

heard

on

any

com-

It is asserted the allowances to “VVeisman
and his counsel were excessive and made

plaints.

without

Amalgamated Head Due
For Product Parleys

notice to creditors

and

that Weis-

man’s receivership conduct resulted in a
loss to the company, and was unduly prolonged.
An attack was made on various deals,
which include those made with Fox Film
Cor p., General Theatres Equipment,
Daniel O. Hastings, as receiver of General
Theatres Equipment, National Theatre
Supply Co., Chase National Bank of New
York, Chase Securities Co., and individuals
including Harry Arthur, Donald S. Riker,
Harley Clarke, Otto E. Koegel, and William C. Michel. It is charged all of these
deals

were unauthorized by law and resulted in inadequate returns to the estate,
and were made without notice to creditors.
Other attacked deals are those with Fox
Movietone News, the Chippewa Theatre
claim, the sale of $265,000 in promissory
notes held by Fox Theatres to the New
Broad Company for $55,000, the retention
by the Marcus Loew Booking Agency of
monies belonging to Fox Theatres, and
lastly, the sale of the capital stock of the
subsidiary owning the lease on the Academy of Music, New York. The charge is
made

here that no
mitted at this sale.

open

bids

were

per-

New

York

— Mike

Moodabe,

head

of

Amalgamated Theatres, Ltd., of New Zealand, arrives on the Mariposa June 12 in
Los

Angeles. He will head here immediately for product conferences with 20th
Century-Fox executives. Twentieth-Fox
has a substantial interest in the company.

Not Quite Apparent
What It Shows
Hollywood — A director with a statistical turn of mind recently came up
with more than he had bargained for.
He discovered it takes 15 minutes
longer to make-up a male than it does
a feminine film star. Claudette Colbert
only

14 minutes

and

53 seconds

for make-up

needed

purposes.

Nat

Pendleton,

who

plays

a

dumb

detective

film, required 31 minutes and
onds.
Could be a moral, could be.
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U. K. Trade Looks
For Tax Relief
New

York — The

industry

UA Finds Gov’t Bill Vague;
Will Request More Detail

in England

is looking forward to a general revision of the taxes placed on the imports
of films, reports

Herman

recently returned on
A further checkup
have

Wobber.

who

New

the Queen Mary.
reveals that taxes

It is claimed

that the burden
for the industry.

the film business

ing more than
land rearm.

its share

of

In answer to the government’s charge
“UA and its agents have refused to license
many pictures distributed unless the independent exhibitor agrees to license said
pictures upon a percentage of the gross

is pay-

to help

of the vagueness

government’s bill of particulars, attorneys for UA are expected to move shortly for a more definite account of its socalled “arbitrary and unreasonable” selling methods.

already been modified on legitimate stage entertainment and there

is a general feeling
will be made easier

York — Because

the

Eng-

boxoffice business” and that “exhibitors
are forced to accept those terms if they
wish to stay in business,” executives for
the distributing company declare anywhere
from 50 per cent and up of its accounts
buy on flat rentals.
While it is true, it is further said, that

Foreign Outlook Is
Far More Cheering

in

New York — Returning with a cheerful
impression of conditions abroad, Herman
Wobber, general sales manager of 20th
Century-Pox, is inclined to be slightly less
optimistic over the domestic scene.
He estimates receipts are 20 per cent off.
“We are, however, looking forward to a
good year,” he adds.
Wobber, who made his first trip abroad
in 12 years to attend his company’s overseas meetings in Paris and London, thinks
this on the foreign outlook:
“They are all optimistic over
ing year and worried less about
we

are.”
Highlighting

developments

the comwar than

abroad,

ac-

cording to Wobber, is the company’s reentry into Spain to resume operations
there. He says Walter J. Hutchinson, head
of foreign distribution, already has assigned men to their Spanish posts.
On the subject of television, which he

many

instances percentages are demanded, it is impossible to get any kind
of a deal but flat rentals in the smaller
and less important houses, of which there
are many on the books of UA.
It is also stated in numerous cases where
percentage pictures have been sold and
have not gone over so well at the boxoffice, adjustments have been made.

Major Depositions
In La Crosse Suit

Start

New York — Depositions of Paramount,
UA and 20th Century-Fox executives in
connection with the $1,050,000 anti-trust
suit of La Crosse Theatres, La Crosse, Wis.,
were started here Wednesday.
The suit was filed July 14, 1938, against
Paramount, with 20th-Fox, UA, Welworth

Theatres of Wisconsin, Minnesota Amusement Co. of Minneapolis and Ed Rubin as
co-defendants.
Joseph Finley, Paramount attorney in
Wisconsin, accompanied by Harold Wilkie,
representing Welworth Theatres and Minnesota Amusements, and Leon Foley, counsel for UA and 20th-Fox, arrived here
early in the week to sit in on the hearings.

O'Toole Finally Takes
Stand in M&R Action
Boston — Tim
O'Toole, former local
branch manager for Columbia and now exchange head for the company in New
Haven, testified during the week in the
Morse & Rothenberg anti-trust suit against
the major companies. Depositions by
George S. Ryan, attorney for the plaintiffs,
from Neil F. Agnew, general sales manager,
and J. J. Unger, eastern division manager
for Paramount, made it impossible for
O’Toole to go on last week.

May Strike for Particulars
In Miami Trust Action
Miami— A further bill of particulars is
expected to be sought by major companies
defending the anti-trust action filed by
Herman Weingarten of the Cameo and
Surf. It is understood distributors are not
satisfied with the bill ordered by Judge
John W. Holland and will seek additional
particulars in order to prepare a proper
defense. Paramount Enterprises and
Wometco are also defendants.

had

a chance to observe in England, Wobber sees no reason to get excited over it
as a competitive factor.

“Sales managers in England are not
worried over it,” he asserts. “I think television is still in its early and primitive
stages and needs a tremendous amount of
money

for development.”

Morris Agency Discussing
Film Deal for Lauder
New York — The William Morris office
is dickering a picture deal for Harry
Lauder, 66-year-old Scotch comedian, who
last appeared here under their auspices in
1935. Samuel Goldwyn is interested, as
is Warner. Lauder completed his first
picture as a quota film for Fox in England last year. Asking price on his services is reported at $250,000 per picture.

Loach Replaces Stewart
On Monogram Board
New York — T. P. Loach is now a member of the Monogram board of directors,
replacing William Rhinelander Stewart, resigned. Loach is vice-president and treasurer of Pathe, Inc. Appointment of Harry
M. Iverson as comptroller, succeeding Ben
Agren, also received official approval.
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But Schaefer Arrived by Plane —

— Metropolitan Photos

Reception committee meeting the 20 th Century and, thought the committee,
George J. Schaefer, RKO president, who flew in from Chicago, eastbound
from Hollywood, the night before. However, Ralph Doyle, RKO’s Australian
representative, was aboard. The group shows Rutgers Neilson of RKO ;
Arthur W. Kelly of UA; Bill Ornstein of Boxoffice; Jack Lewis of RKO;
Harry M. Goetz, RKO producer, and, back to camera, Dave Golding, Boxoffice reporter. Kelly was meeting E. T. Carr, co-managing director for UA
in London, who was aboard as was Charles Munro of Hoyts circuit in Australia. Goetz met Mrs. Ben Goetz, his sister-in-law, and her son. Mort
Blumenstock and Karl Macdonald of Warner were present to welcome Hal B.
Wallis and his wife, Louise Fazenda. They ducked the camera.

Arbitration
(Continued

xrom

page

Proposal

20)

of

Office of Arbitrators,
and Vacancies

(1) Term of Office. The members
or arbitrators shall serve for six

be

Removals

of each
months.

panel

(2) Removals. Arbitrators in the panel appointed by distributors and affiliated exhibitors may
removed
at any time by a majority of the

distributors and a majority of the affiliated exhibitors who are at the time entitled to participate
in the appointment of arbitrators to such panel.
Arbitrators in a panel appointed by an organized
exhibitor group or groups may
be removed
at
any time by the action of the exhibitor group or
groups who are at the time entitled to participate
in the appointment of arbitrators to such panel.
(3) Vacancies. Vacancies in any panel of arbitrators occurring by reason of death, resignation,
removal or disqualification shall be filled in the
manner hereinabove provided for the original appointment of arbitrators to such panel.
Any
arbitrator so appointed shall serve for the balance of the term of his predecessor in office.
VIII. — Jurisdiction
No
and

Permanent

of

Arbitration

Boards

Board

shall

hear,

no

Special Arbitration Board shall be constituted to hear, a dispute unless and until each
of the parties thereto shall have become a party
signatory to the Trade Practice Code, shall have
otherwise complied with Article XVII thereof, and
shall have signed the agreement of arbitration annexed hereto and made a part hereof. The secretary of each Permanent
Arbitration Board shall
keep

a

who

have

list of the names and addresses of the distributors and exhibitors in his exchange territory
agreed to arbitrate disputes as above

provided, which list shall be available for inspection during ordinary business hours by any interested party.
Each
dispute which
is subject to arbitration
under the Trade Practice Code may be submitted
to and determined by the Permanent
Arbitration
Board of the exchange territory in which it arises
and shall be so submitted and determined unless
one or more of the parties to such dispute shall
request that such dispute be submitted
to a
Special Arbitration Board, in which case the dispute shall be submitted to and determined by a
Special Arbitration Board.
It is intended that
any party to a dispute shall feel free to have
such dispute submitted to a Special Arbitration
Board.
Until a Permanent
Arbitration Board is
established in an exchange territory all disputes
which are subject to arbitration under the Trade
Practice Code shall be submitted to Special Arbitration Boards.
An arbitration board shall have only the powers conferred upon arbitrators by the Trade Practice Code and thes:* Rules of Arbitration and every
award shall conform thereto.
I \ . — Arbitration

Proceedings

(1)

Statement of Claim.
To initiate an arbitration hereunder the complaining party shall
deliver personally or mail to the secretary of the
Permanent Arbitrat on Board a statement of claim
and a copy or copies thereof, which shall set forth
in non-technical language the following:
(a) The name
and address of the complaining
party, the name of the tlieatre(s) involved in the
dispute and the name
of the party or parties
claimed against, and, in case of a dispute relating
to over-buying, the names of the distributors entitled to notice as hereinabove provided.
(b) A brief statement of the claim (including,
if a license agreement is involved, the date of the
same and the names of the parties thereto) and
of the relief sought.
(c) A demand
for arbitration and, if the complaining party does not desire that the dispute be
submitted to the Permanent
Arbitration Board, a
request that the dispute be submitted to a Special
Arbitration Board.
(d) The designation of an arbitrator who shall
serve in the event that either the complaining
party in such statement, or the party (or, in a
case of a dispute relating to clearance, any party)
complained
against, requests the submission of
the dispute to a Special Arbitration Board.
by

The statement of claim
a filing fee of $5.00.

must

be

accompanied

(2) Notice of Claim. The secretary shall promptly deliver personally or post by registered mail a
copy of such statement of claim to the party
(or. in case of a dispute relating to clearance, to
each party) complained against. Such party (or.
in case of a dispute relating to clearance, each
such party entitled to designate an arbitrator)
shall, within seven days after the delivery or
mailing of such copy, deliver personally or post
by registered mail to the secretary an acknowledgement in writing of receipt thereof and shall
also at the same time designate in writing an arbitrator who shall serve in the event that either the
complaining
party shall in his statement of
claim, or any party complained against shall in

22-D

Coercion Charges

its designation, request that the dispute
mitted to a Special Arbitration Board.

tration shlal be held or wherein the award shall
be filed to make
the same binding and effective.
VII. — Term

Government Details on

Text

(3)
to

a

the
of

Notification

of

Arbitrators.

If

be

any

sub-

dispute shall have requested that the dispute be submitted to a Special Arbitration Board,
secretary shall forthwith upon the receipt

designations of arbitrators notify the arbitrators designated by the parties of their designation. In the event that any party shall not have
designated an arbitrator when required to do so
as hereinabove provided, the then chairman
of
the Permanent
Arbitration Board shall designate
an arbitrator for such party from one of the
panels of arbitrators.
dispute shall have requested
submitted to a Special Arbisecretary shall promptly so

notify the chairman
of the Permanent
Arbitration Board presiding at the time the complaint is
filed and
the Permanent
Arbitration Board
as
constituted at such time of filing shall hear and
determine the dispute.
(4) Disqualification of Arbitrator. No arbitrator
shall act in any dispute in which he has, either
directly or indirectly, a personal or financial interest unless such disqualification shall have been
waived by all the parties; provided that in any
dispute relating to clearance submitted
to a
Special Arbitration Board the arbitrator designated
by

the distributors shall not be disqualified because of his personal or financial interest in any
distributor other than a distributor affiliated with
an exhibitor which is a party to the dispute.
(5) Hearing and Notice. The chairman
of the
arbitration board to which
a. dispute is submitted shall arrange for a prompt hearing thereof and give reasonable notice to the other arbitrators and to the parties of the time and place
hearing and of the personnel of the arbitration board. In the case of any dispute relating to over-buying the chairman shall also give
similar notice to all distributors who
then have
license agreements
with
the party complained

the

against.
Hearings shall be held in the city named
in
Article I hereof in which
are located the exchanges from which
the complaining exhibitor
is served or. if the complaint is filed by a distributor, in the city named
in Article I hereof
in which are located the exchanges from which
the exhibitor complained against is served.
Parties may
represent themselves or be represented by others at all hearings and shall have
the right
nesses.

to

Witnesses
Any
to

has

examine

shall

arbitration

or

testify
board

cross-examine

under
may

all

wit-

oath.
require

any

party

a

dispute heard by it to produce at the hearing any records or documents deemed by it to be
material and relevant.
Each
arbitration board shall be the judge of
the relevancy and materiality of the testimony
or evidence offered, but the legal rules of evidence
shall not be applied and the board may
inquire
into the good faith of any claim or defense offered.
Stenographic records of hearings will not be
made
unless one or more
parties shall request
the same
and provide funds therefor, in which
case

the stenographer shall be designated
proved by the arbitration board.

or

ap-

( G) Waiver of Oral Hearing. The parties to a
dispute (including all parties entitled to notice
of hearing thereof) may by agreement in writing,
filed with the secretary, waive oral hearings. In
such case the complaining party shall file with
the secretary a statement under oath of his claim
supported
by
material and
relevant evidence
(which may
include excerpts or statements from
books of account or other records and documents)
and by written argument, together with copies
thereof

for each party complained against. Immediately upon the filing thereof a
copy shall
be delivered personally or posted by registered
mail by the secretary to each party complained
against, each of whom,
if he desires to make
answer, shall within seven days after receipt of
his copy file a statement under oath of his defense, supported in like manner, together with
copies

thereof for each other party to the dispute. Immediately upon the filing thereof a
copy shall be delivered personally or posted by
registered mail by the secretary to each other
party to the dispute. If any party complained
against makes
answer
as hereinabove provided,
each other party to the dispute may within five
days after receipt by him of a copy thereof file
with the secretary a reply statement under oath
supported in the manner above described, together
with copies thereof which shall be transmitted by
the secretary to the other parties to the dispute
in the manner
above provided. At the expiration
of said five-day period, or, if no answer has been
made, at the expiration of said seven-day period,
the record shall be submitted by the secretary to
the appropriate arbitration board.
X. — Awards
An

award

in favor of the complaining party
shall contain a statement of the claim or claims
determined in favor of such party and the procedure, if any be required, to be followed in carry-

York — The

department

filed a bill of particulars
eral court, in which Article 8
mand for the bill on the part
jors is answered in accordance

the

If no party to a
that the dispute be
tration Board, the

of

New

party

of

justice

in the fedof the deof the mawith Judge

William Bondy’s decision.
The government states the bill is not
complete, and will add cases from time to
time, as they come to its attention.
Article 8 is the charge that numerous independent exhibitors were forced or coerced into selling their theatres, or otherwise
disposing of them by the majors.
The bill lists 55 situations and 93 theatres. It is also claimed Paramount was
guilty of most of the offenses, listing 43
for that company. RKO had three, 20th
Century-Fox had six, and Warner Bros,
three. Loew’s is not listed. A government
spokesman stated in this regard the reason probably is the individual defendants
had

requested that their names not be divulged until 20 days before trial.

The types of offense are “forced selling”
23; “Forcing to sell their lease,” six; “refusal of a license, two; forcing to cancel
construction of a theatre, one; depriving
of product, 10; threats to build in opposition, seven; threats to acquire opposition
theatres, four; and excessive film rentals,

Files Particulars on
Demand by Columbia
New

York — The

government

Friday

fil-

ed a bill of particulars in answer to Columbia’s demand. The bill charges the
two.”
defendant
indulged in coercive selling, had
knowledge of overbuying, countenanced unreasonable clearances, encouraged double
features and demanded percentages.
ing out the award.
An
award
adverse to the complaining party
shall dismiss the claim for lack of merit.
Each
award
of a
Special Arbitration Board
shall include an assessment of costs of the arbitration.

XI. — Bocal

Rules

and

Regulations

Each Permanent
Arbitration Board may
establish such rules and regulations, not inconsistent
with these Rules of Arbitration or the Trade
Practice Code, as such board may
deem
necessary or proper to facilitate the arbitration of
disputes. Such rules and regulations shall not,
however, enlarge the powers of, or confer additional powers upon, any arbitration board.
Each
Permanent
Arbitration Board shall also
establish a special class of disputes which are of
a

type which require prompt and immediate decision and the Permanent
Arbitration Board and
Special Arbitration Boards
hearing disputes of
such special class shall give preference in the
hearing and expedite the decision thereof.
XII. — Cost of Arbitration
No
Permanent
Arbitration Board
shall assess
costs in any arbitration heard by it. In each
arbitration heard by a Special Arbitration Board,
such board shall assess as costs against one or
more of the parties, in such proportion as it may
deem just and proper and without regard to which
party shall have invoked the Special Arbitration
Board, only the fees of the neutral arbitrator or
arbitrators.
Filing

fees

shall

be

applied

toward

the

payment

of

expenses of arbitrations hereunder in the exchange territory where collected. To the extent
that the moneys received are insufficient for such
purpose, the distributors, the affiliated exhibitors
and the organized exhibitor groups who are entitled to participate in the appointment of the
panel of neutral arbitrators for such exchange
territory shall provide funds for the payment
of
the same. If said distributors, affiliated exhibitors
and organized exhibitor groups are unable to agree
upon a fair apportionment of such expenses, such
apportionment shall be made by a Special Arbitration Board constituted for that purpose, in which
case said distributors and affiliated exhibitors shall
be deemed
to be one party and said organized
exhibitor groups shall be deemed to be the other
party.
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MEAKIN
is receiving congratulatory messages from his countless
friends on his 26th wedding anniversary
. . . Hunter Perry, accompanied by Jack
Katz, journeyed from Charlottesville for a
periodic visit to the exchanges, and of
course to confer with his popular booker,
Goleum Ketchum . . . Anna Griffin, 20thFox contract clerk, is spending her twoweek vacation in Minneapolis . . . Ad
Sales Manager A1 Miller has returned from
his two weeks of pleasure, and in time to
welcome Ad Sales Supervisor Donald Reed,
making his
changes.

customary

tour

of

the

ex-

The RKO group is keeping a steady pace
in the current George Schaefer Drive and
plan to come down the stretch in a money
position . . . Guy Flannery, Richlands, Va.,
is making plans for a new theatre . . . J.
W. Jones, Midland, Md., has announced
plans for a new 500 -seat house . . . Mary
Principe, Warner, in Emergency Hospital
for an operation.
Samuel Mellits, Dentonia, Denton, is
celebrating his fourth anniversary in that
community. He also has the houses at
Greensboro and Ridgely under his wing
. . . Ray Quillen, owner of the BerlinBisliopville-Selbyville circuit, is a chicken
raiser in a big way. Coops covering a whole
city block shelter a brood of no less than
40,000 chickens that are being readied for
market.

Albert Landgraf, Universal booker, celebrated his ninth wedding anniversary recently. . . Sidney Bowden of the WilmerVincent circuit visited Filmrow . . . And

Sigma sorority dance at the Congressional
Country Club. Among those present were:
Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Folliard, Mr. and Mrs.
Harry F. Bachman, Marjorie Dermody,
Wade Pearson, Blanche Hall, Olmsted
Knox.
Joseph Oulahan, Paramount’s Cincinnati branch manager, paid a visit to the
local exchange . . . Harry Hunter, former
branch manager of the local Paramount
exchange, and present manager of the
Paramount interests in Australia, was tendered a “welcome home” dinner party at
the Shoreham Hotel by a host of his
Washington friends. Welcomers included:
Mr. and Mrs. Abe Lichtman, Miss Lichtman, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Morgan, Mr.
and Mrs. Rudolph Berger, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Shulman.

Republic Central-Midwest
Helm William Benjamin s
New York — William Benjamin, former
Grand National branch manager in Chicago and Detroit, on Monday becomes central-midwest district manager for Republic, James R. Grainger, president, states.
Kansas
Moines

City, where he will make his headquarters, and St. Louis, Omaha and Des
comprise his territories. Formerly

these were handled by Max Roth, who continues to supervise sales for Chicago, Milwaukee, Indianapolis and Minneapolis and
also Detroit, which has been shifted from
the central sales division. Benjamin left
for Kansas City the end of the week after
conferring with Grainger.
Arthur Newman is now special Republic
sales representative in Albany. He was
formerly with Grand National in the same
territory. Jack Berkowitz, Buffalo, and
Bernie Mills, Albany, are giving up their
franchises on July 31.

Levy

Quits

New York — Dave Levy, local manager
for Metro, has resigned. No successor had
been named Friday.
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in native Cuban costume . . . The Showmen’s Club will give testimonial dinner to
Ray O'Rourke, Doris, former star of the
club, June 14. A1 Blofson, National Penn
Printing, is arranging the affair . . . Dorothy Bass is the new secretary to A1 Davis,
20th-Fox, taking the place of Hannah ResKoff. nick, whose job now is being Mrs. Mel
The

Mayfair

Theatre

ballyhooed

the

by the Franklin Institute . . . Edward Karpen, Edgemont, will be a June bridegroom
. . . The Riant, Conshohocken, formerly
oivned by the Harry Schwalbe estate, has
been

taken

over by Harry

Fried

. . . Alli-

ance Pictures is releasing “The Warning ”
in this territory through Clark Films . . .
Many film men are attending the Jack
Dempsey dinner at the Bellevue. Profits
ing.
will go to the Los Angeles Sanatorium . . .
Ed Jeffries’ Roxboro
The

Horlacher

is getting a face-lift-

soft ball team,

under

the

big league pitching of Jim Clark, will play
a team led by Democratic City Chairman
Jack Kelly . . . The Horlacher boys had
a game scheduled last week with a Folcroft team. It rained and the game was
called. But the gulping of two barrels of
beer wasn’t interfered with a bit . . . Dave
Shapiro, Admiral, illustrates the plight of
the poor, down-trodden

exhibitor

by tak-

ing a trip to Florid|J — the second this season ... A move to reopen a closed Westmont, N. J., theatre has been started by
Ave. Improvement Ass’n.
Buckley, Miss Philadelphia

1938, is rehearsing in N. T. G.’s new show
. . . Kathryn Case, Miss Philly 1937, ivas
a visitor at the Variety Club’s Sunday night
screening . . . The circus is hurting theatre attendance, especially in North Philadelphia. The big tent is air-conditioned
this year. What, no smells? . . . Robert
Bernhard, Universal, was taken to New
York with a lung ailment . . . Claire Segal,
Republic, suffering with a sprained ankle
. . . The Metro salesmen finally came across
with the party they promised the office
girls, on part of the dough they won in
Metro's national contest.
John J. Bergin, 20th-Fox, back at work
after his illness . . . Ditto Charles Rapaport . . . Sam Nirdlinger has taken the
Erlanger for a showing of Preferred’s
“Wages of Sin” . . . Old-timers who see
the picture will recognize Clara Kimball
Young in a bit part . . . The Reo, Chester,

ing to book “ East Side of Heaven” . . .
Settlement of the coal strike in Clincho
valley made possible the reopening of theatres in Amanate and Maxie, Va. . . . C. E.
Smith, Grundy, Va., has announced plans

over his theatre to his great-grandson
who has reached the ripe age of seven
months . . . Margaret Donaldson, M-G-M,
is spending her vacation in New York . . .
Filmrow was well represented at the Chi-

his committee, Sam D. Schwartz, Bill McEvoy, Dave Supowitz and Sam Stiefel,
planned to dazzle the boys by appearing

the Hadden
Kathryn

Metro

B. B. “Killarney” Kreisler, Universal
branch manager, is considering a plan of
converting the well-manicured lawn fronting the exchange into a miniature golf
course, for exhibitor pleasure, while wait-

for a 400 -seat house . . . M. Lucas, Pembroke, Va., has returned from a banker’s
convention that was recently held in Bermuda . . . H. S. Snyder, Central, Hampstead, Md., advises that he will soon turn

Variety Club wound up its entertainment season with a “Havana Night”
Saturday night. Harry Biben and

showing of “ Pygmalion ” with an exhibition of speech and phonetic gadgets loaned

there goes Universal's office manager,
Oscar Blumental, to Fredericksburg for a
huddle with the Virginia theatre circuit
owner, Benjamin Pitts.
Alice Hildebrand, Preferred-Trio, has
returned to her duties after a recent illnes . . . J. T. Powell sr. of Chincoteague,
is another exhibitor that raises chickens
as a sideline. He has 8,000 broilers that are
being fattened for market. His son, J. T.
Powell jr., is announcing his recent marriage. . . William Moor of the Dunbarton,
Washington, has purchased a new home in
Bethesda, Md.

■pHE
shindig

has

Western
A discussion
various

Huddle —
of motion

phases

seems

pictures in their
to be occupying

the attentions

of John

and

G. Doland

Seascholtz.

Farfield

who

operates

The

(left)
latter,

the Capitol at Chambers-

burg. Pa., was a guest at the Warner
studio in Burbank.

closed

its doors. Several persons negotiating to reopen it . . . Harry Thomas,

Merit Films, New York, a visitor to Warner bookers . . . Jim and Bill Clark have
spent a week at Harrisburg keeping an eye
on truck legislation.
Charles

Goodwin

and

Irwin

Barrist

have

come

to a parting of the ways and dissolved Quality Games. They point out this
has nothing to do with Quality Premium
Distributors, of which Goodwin is a firm
member.
A
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All Is Serene Between National
York Allied, Claim

And New
(Continued

from

page

18)

favored legislation only when negotiation
failed. Two, he saw the immediate need
of a national
ganization.
He

independent

exhibitor

or-

assailed the Neely bill and the measure introduced in Congress by the same

sponsor — “the industry’s saviour as certain
interests call him’’- — that would impose a
federal daylight saving law.
Brandt saw arbitration as the redeeming feature of the proposed trade practice code. “An honest man is not afraid
to go before an honest tribunal.” Instead
of intra-industry disputes, all factions —
exhibition, distribution and production —
should be united to “fight the opposition.”
His reference was to legislation, particularly.
“Allied tends to lead to a governing
body to hand out patronage wages to govern the industry. I don’t want to go to
a commissioner for favors.”
The ITOA president said he welcomed
Allied of New York, especially as it has
been helpful in keeping the “legislative
wolf from the door.”
Cohen took over the microphone, saying
the report of the resolutions committee
would be conveyed by Kosch. The attorney said he had undertaken this assignment, normally that of the chairman,
Mitchell Conery, because “it was thought
fitting.” Kosch is the author of a message that appeared in the Allied of New
York journel in which he is quoted as
“of

the

than

opinion that more can be accomplished by negotiation and arbitration

by litigation or legislation.”
Discussion Invited

Kosch then read a long resolution, upon
which Cohen invited discussion. There
being none, it was passed unanimously.
The resolution cited one adopted by the
national board of directors of Allied at
their annual meeting in Washington, January 17, regarding the trade practice proposals in which the organization felt the
code

fell “far short of curing the industry evils,” and which committed Allied to
“seeking a larger measure of relief than
that offered by the distributors, by legislation, litigation, or otherwise. Further,
that the Allied campaign of legislation and
litigation be prosecuted unceasingly and
with vigor.”
The remainder of the New York unit’s
resolution read: “Therefore, be it resolved
that the Allied Theatre Owners of New
York

on

hereby goes on record as being completely in accord with the national policies as above stated . . . and hereby instructs its officers and its representatives
the national board to give the fullest

cooperation

to the national

body

ing forward its policies.”
Kosch then read the second

in carryresolution.

It went: “Whereas Allied Theatre Owners
of New York have adopted the foregoing
resolution to give to the national board its
fullest cooperation in carrying forward the
policies therein set forth, now therefore
be it resolved that Allied Theatre Owners
of New York are in favor of and strongly
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recommend negotiations with the majors
in order to bring about a bill of rights for
the independent exhibitor.
“And it is further resolved that New
York Allied communicate with the national
Allied organization and express New York
Allied’s desire for the continuance of negotiations and with the further request
that a new negotiating committee be appointed composed of one representative of
each state unit of national Allied; and it
is further resolved that this convention
go on record maintaining and reiterating
its stand that, if further negotiations are
brought about, said negotiations shall in
no way prejudice or affect any of the
rights of the independent exhibitors of
national Allied or the full and proper
prosecution

of the government

Cohen then said:
discussions
on this
action.”
want to make one
been a lot of pro

anti-trust

“Before asking for any
particular resolution, I
point clear. There has
and con in the trade

press as to New York Allied’s stand. As
a result of the many articles published,
there was an impression created that New
York Allied and national Allied had arrived at a point of cleavage.
Not

Contrary

to National

“Contrary to the impression created, and
in an attempt to forever dispel the thought
that there is any cleavage, may I say this:
Allied of New York has always been committed to a constructive policy, and Allied
of New York does not believe that it is
contrary

to the policies of national

Allied.

“Allied of New York feels that, if this
industry can govern itself with self-regulation and that that can be accomplished,
that that, in no wise, interferes with the
policy of national Allied. Allied of New
York feels that, if the distributors lay a
crumb on the table, and that it does not
and will not affect or prejudice its rights
under the government’s suit, it is going
to grab that crumb, and that in no wise
conflicts with the policies of national
Allied.
“At no time can it be said that New
York Allied took any position in which it
stated
and

that it had no desire for the continuance of the government suit, unless
only when this industry proved that

self-regulation was impossible, and New
York Allied stated, further, that it was
willing to work unceasingly to find out
whether it could govern itself.
“Allied of New York said further, that
if the pact as given to the industry was
a stepping stone toward the solution of
the problems, then it was a step in the
right direction and that, under the operation of the pact, only one question could
arise and that was definitely the sincerity
on the part of the distributors to write a
bill of rights for independent exhibitors,
and this operation in a very short space
of time would prove whether there was
sincerity.
“I openly make
ally, that I would
tion clause go into
no modification be

this statement personrather see the arbitraeffect as written; that
made; that no change

Howard to Report to
N. E. Independents
New York — A report on the Allied of
New York and national Allied convention
in Minneapolis, June
to the Independent

13-15, will be given
Exhibitors of New

England by Arthur Howard, general manager, after the Minneapolis sessions. Howard attended the first two sessions of the
local meeting and said he would be in
Minneapolis for the annual convention.

Rodgers

Cites Efforts

"To Create

Harmony”

New York — That distributors have given
their time and effort to create harmony;
that

the trade practice draft is not perfect, but the best the distributors could do

under the circumstances and “not one of
us claims to be so bright and brilliant we
can

write the book for this industry” prefaced and concluded William F. Rodgers
talk at the local Allied convention.
“I don’t want to transgress on the order
of the day to deal in personalities and will
avoid doing so to the very best of my
ability,” Rodgers opened. “Whatever
I have to say, I trust will be in good
taste, but it is hardly in good order to expect a group whom I represent to be attacked in one direction or another and
then expect the man who represents them
not to deal in personalities.”
Rodgers then looked around for Abram
F. Myers, who had left the room with Col.
H. A. Cole. The latter returned later
alone.

of language be made, because by the practical application of all the jokers in it,
that would prove definitely the sincerity
of the distributors, whether they meant
to operate on a live-and-let-live basis or
whether it was necessary to go about with
the other angle, and that in no wise conflicts with the policies of national Allied.
“So, once and for all, let us clarify the
position, and I refer to the press. Insofar
as Allied’s position is concerned toward
national Allied, just so long as we find an
indisposition on the part of the motion
picture industry, particularly the distributors, to grant us that bill of rights, just
so long as that will we vigorously
cute through government action.

prose-

“There have been times when I have
not seen eye to eye with national Allied
on problems, and that goes the other way,
too. But in the last analysis, we are battling a mutual and common problem, and
we are going to remain with national
Allied, working constructively to accomplish one objective. I repeat it, and that
is the

real bill of rights

for the

inde-

exhibitor.”
Cohen pendent
asked
the delegates if there was
any further discussion. There being none,
the resolution was unanimously adopted.
The

unit also adopted a resolution increasing annual dues. The schedule provides for all theatres up to 500 seats to
pay annual dues of $35; up to 750 seats,
$50; up to 1,000 seats, $75, and over 1,000
seats, $100. The dues may be paid on a
monthly basis.
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Miles Reproducer Target
In an Injunctive Suit
New York — Film Recording Corp. has
filed a federal court action for an injunction, accounting of profits and damages
against Miles Reproducer Company, Jacob
and Hattie Kulick, and Samuel Beinbaum,
claiming

infringement of patents for “improvements in sound recording and reproducing whereby sound is recorded on

celluloid films by means of a stylus.”
The patent was issued in 1926 and the
infringement is allegedly through selling
machines embodying the inventions.

"Few Minor Adjustments"
By Cooper, Paramount

a combination of his wife’s and his name.
Incidentally, Sternberg is a big boy in
Boonville, to wit: Town president . . .
Christopher H. Buckley, former leading
Albany theatre operator and present owner
of two houses in Bennington, Vt., is receiving condolences on the death here of
his brother, James.
Filmrow visitors included: The Schenectady trio, Johnny Gardner of the Colony

New York — There is no radical departure from the deal consummated in 1924
between Paramount and the Joseph H.
Cooper interests in Oklahoma, Colorado
and

JjRNIE WOLF is refurbishing the Avalon
in Lowville, 25 miles from Watertown.
Job includes insulating the theatre, redecorating in and outside, installing new
seats, and placing new drapes . . . Joe
Sternberg has changed the name of his
Boonville theatre from the Avon to Franjo.

Nebraska, Austin C. Keough, Paramount head counsel, informs Boxoffice.

“There are a few minor adjustments
among ourselves; that’s all there is to it,”
Keough said. He declared the deal, providing for both interests to own 50 per cent
of the stock, was made permanent in 1924.

Bashlow Action Against
Pathe Film Dismissed
New York — Supreme Court Justice Samuel I. Rosenman has dismissed the stockholder action of Anna Bashlow against
Pathe

and

American; Al Feltman, Lincoln; Morris Silverman, Mount Pleasant; Alan Sirine, Empire, Port Henry; Mrs. Inez
Ferguson, Copake, Copake; Mr. and Mrs.
Phil Straus, Pine Plains; Mr. and Mrs.
Lou Bucken, Amenia; Charles Gordon,
Olympic, Utica; Harry Savett, Utica and
other points in that area; Henry Frieder
and

Henry Grossman, Warren and Community, Hudson (their Star closed until
fall) ; Ollie Mallory, Starr, Corinth; George
Thornton, Saugertie.
Florence Thompson, chief accountant in
the Schine office at Gloversville, returned
from a vacation in Virginia . . . Other
Schiners are studying maps, travel folders
and

resort booklets, as the vacation schedule takes form . . . Bill Kelly, manager of

Film Corp. and its officers and directors, in which she claimed mismanagement and sought to inspect the books and
records of the company.
The judge also denied applications by 10
other stockholders holding 1,820 shares of
stock, who desired to join in the action.

Schine’s Rialto in Amsterdam, is back on
the job after an illness . . . Pearl McGee,

3 Books of Wide Appeal
For Towne and Baker

Bournakis is closing the Strand, 800seater in Watertown, for the summer. May
29 is the scheduled date. His Liberty, a

New York — Three books of wide appeal
are among the four Gene Towne and
Graham Baker will dramatize as an independent producer for RKO, according to
George J. Schaefer. They are “Swiss Family Robinson,” “The Deerslayer,” “Tom
Brown’s School Days” and “African In-

20th

Century-Fox

biller, will be

a

June

bride. She will be “arrested” for life by
George J. Merges jr., Albany police officer
. . . Ceremony will take place in the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
on the sixth . . . George Jeffrey, Universal
salesman, weekended in Boston . . . Pete

Monogram Six Top Films
For Percentage Pacts
New York — Monogram’s six top bracket
pictures which are to be sold on percentage

trigue.”

for 1939-40 are “Rip Van Winkle,” “Son
of the Navy.” “Queen of the Yukon,” “His
Father’s Son,” “Oliver Twist” and “Under

Columbia Camera Crew
Shooting N . Y. Fair

Northern Lights.”
Percentages will vary in given territories
and with individual accounts.

New

York — Columbia

has

a

camera

crew taking unusual shots at the World’s
Fair for a one-reel short. It will be a companion reel to the recently completed
“Man-Made Island” which
San Francisco World’s Fair.

pictures

the

Ban " Blockade "

New York — Following runs at leading
theatres in San Salvador, capitol of El
Salvador, the government has banned
“Blockade”

Set lor Foreigns
New York — Transatlantic Films has
been formed to distribute foreign films.
Eugene Scharin, formerly with 20th Century-Fox and RKO in Europe, is its head.
Among early releases are “Birocco,” “White
Slave Girl,” “Conflict” and “Girlhood.”
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Respond

New York — Loew’s has contributed $10,000 to the Greater New York Fund, National Screen, $1,500; Consolidated Amusements, $250.

smaller house, remains open. Schine circuit shuttered the Palace, its last run
theatre

in Watertown, but the Avon, circuit’s A, and the Olympic, B stand in
Watertown, will continue to operate during the warm months. The Victoria, managed by Graham and Ludlow, also is open
for business. General conditions in
Watertown, city of 33,000 population, are
said to be unfavorable.
The

Hippodrome in Little Falls is another house dark for the summer. Theatre
will be remodeled, according to Filmrow
reports . . . F. H. Ballard, who operated
on concession the auditorium theatre in
Thousand Island Park, will not run it this
year. Not known yet on Filmrow who will
take over. The house usually unshutters
in June . . . The Adirondack in Speculator,
is opening for the summer. R. A. Gallup
is operator. About four changes in bill
weekly . . . Charlie Wilson will close the
Lansing in North Troy on May 29, but
will keep the Bijou, his pride and joy,
open.

The

Bijou

is one

of the newest

and

finest smaller theatres in this area. “A
little Palace” is the description of an exchangeman, the comparison of course being with Fabian’s
Weldon

Waters

3,800 -seater

in Albany.

is the

Paramount

new

salesman introduced by Manager Clayton Eastman. Formerly attached to Cleveland office. M. A. Grassgreen, 20th Century-Fox manager, was in the field, visiting Gloversville, Oneida and Utica. George
Lofink and Grand, respectively, involving
legislators. Lofink arranged for a team
of five Democrats to meet five Republican
Assemblymen on the Wednesday night
Spelling Bee broadcast from the Palace
over WABY.
One hundred lawmakers,
guests of the management, occupied front
seats to cheer, boo and wisecrack at the
contestants. Local papers ran stories and
photos on the match, naming the theatre;
the Associated Press also put a dispatch
on its wires. Helped to hold up business
on eighth day of “Union Pacific.” Cowen
splashed for several days by having Assemblyman Fred Moritt on one Amateur
Night, when he won both the stage and
radio prize, by singing. And on the finale
of the season’s series — before a turnaway
house as master of ceremonies. Assemblyman Irwin Davidson appeared, too.
Ernie Dodds of the Palace, Lake Placid,
was on Filmrow for the first time in some
months . . . Bill Kraemer, Schine booker,
reached in RKO branch and genial though
busy. Covered the exchanges on a two-day
trip from Gloversville. Frank Williams,
Benton booker, also on the Alley . . . Fabian setup in Schenectady since the transfer of Joe Shure to the Albany divisional
office as booker is: Sol Ulman, city manager; Dick Murphy, house manager at
Proctor’s; Guy Graves, manager of the
State, with Phil Rapp moved from the
Strand to Graves’ former post at the
Plaza, Lou Rosenfeld shifted from assistant manager of the State to manager of
the Strand, and Lou Rapp (brother of
Phil) advanced from chief of service to
assistant manager at the State.
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20th-F ox Defense Against
Sherwood Is Ruled Out

All Companies Included
In Roanoke Action
Roanoke — Eight major distributors, as
well as Monogram and Republic, are named
in an anti-trust action filed here by Byers
Theatres, operating the Bolling, Norton,
and State, Appalachia. Named also as
defendants are M. K. Murphy and Ada B.
Murphy, with opposition houses in the
same towns.
The suit seeks an injunction, damages
totaling $101,250, attorneys fees, costs, and
$350

a week damages pending adjudication of the action. Plaintiff charges exhibitor defendants are enjoying “a profitable monopoly of the motion picture busi-

ness in Appalachia County,” aided and
abetted by the distributor defendants.
Specifically, Byers claims a five-year
lease was taken on a building in Norton on
November 21, 1938, at a rental of $200
monthly, that $20,000 was spent remodeling
the property, which was opened as the
State, and which it “has since been attempting to operate without success,” due
to tactics of the Murphys, allegedly conceived with the assistance of the distributor defendants’ “unfair monopolistic
scheme and conspiracy.”
Distributor attorneys are said to have
determined to ask for an extension of
time on answers to the complaint, which
is returnable June 5.

RKO's Lounge at World's
Fair Attracting Many
New York — RKO’s Exhibitor Lounge
continues to attract visiting theatremen
who are taking in the World’s Fair.
Among those who registered during the
week are E. C. Beatty, president of the
Butterfield circuit, Detroit; Arthur Howard,
Boston; J. C. Caldwell, Appomattox, Va.;
John Gardner, Schenectady; Charles F.
Wilson, Troy; J. Constantion and Rapley
Merriman, Syracuse; Ray Pahley, Interlaken, N. Y.; Samuel A. Feir, Hastings-onHudson; I. M. Rappaport, Baltimore; C. H.
Olive, Washington; George Roy, Eugene,
Oregon and L. Tunick, Baltimore.

Closes Hollywood

After Run of " Juarez "
New York — The Hollywood, Warner’s
special attraction house on Broadway, went
May

28

after

a

five-week

run

of

“Juarez” on a reserved-seat, $2.20 scale.
The picture goes into national release June
10.
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The

Last Saturday was a
for the art department
Theatres.
celebrated

“red letter” day
of Neighborhood

“Pop” Williams and the wife
their third anniversary , which

was

also “Pop’s birthday. To top the climax, “Pop” acted as best ma?i for his
assistant, Walter Broadwell . . . Pete Lichtman announces local Lichtman managers
will start vacationing next month . . .
Louise Beavers made personal appearances
at the Booker T. to capacity crowds . . .
Dorothy Godfrey, cashier at the Brookland, was operated on for appendicitis.
Mrs. Alvis is filling in.
A charter

has been

issued to King

Neighborhood Theatres, attended the district Rotary convention in Roanoke . . .
Wilmer & Vincent has organized a summer
duckpin league, rolling Monday nights at
Haskins.
Thomas
and

Pitts, manager

of the East

End

Patrick Henry, staged an old-fashioned Spook Show. He also featured a hillbilly show at the Patrick Henry, featuring

“Effie” the strip tease . . . Mervin Ullman,
Altec engineer, attended the reunion of
the Analostan Boat Club in Washington,
Dave Peterson coming down to relieve him
... Mrs. Charlie

Yerby,

wife of the assist-

ant manager of Loew’s, motored to Norfolk
. . . Morton G. Thalhimer attended a real
estate convention in Chicago . . . Brock

company has no intention of reopening the Hollywood in the near future.

Herman

Kaplin, manager

of the Century,

Petersburg, was in town . . . D. H. Covington and wife, owners of the Ashland
Theatre, have returned from a Florida vacation. . . Tom Baldridge, theatre manager in Winchester, was in Petersburg for
the charter presentation to the junior
chamber of commerce . . . Dick Taylor,
Capitol projectionist, visited Patrick
Springs . . . Tom Keene, cowboy star,
made personal appearances at the Venus
. . . Charlie Yertay’s mother visited him
from Portsmouth . . . Elbert Grover, RKO
salesman, was in town after two weeks in
the Valley.
Lyle Rippard, manager of the Eaco,
Farmville, is recuperating from a long illnes . . . O. L. Housner of New York was
around looking for theatres to lease . . .
Allen Sparrow, manager of Loew’s, is planning his annual Florida trip for the last
part of June.

New York — Supreme Court Justice Lloyd
Church has stricken out the defenses of
20th Century-Fox and ordered it to file
new ones in 20 days in connection with
the injunctive action by Robert E. Sherwood and the Playwright Producing Co.
Twentieth-Fox’s defenses had been predicated on the theory the supreme court
had no jurisdiction in this action and that
Sherwood, having sold the rights of his
play, “Abe Lincoln in Illinois” to RKO,
had no right to bring the action.
The judge decided that, since the issue
is unfair competition, the supreme court
has jurisdiction. He also decided that the
other defense was incomplete and ordered
20th-Fox to refile.
Sherwood

seeks

an

injunction

charging

20th-Fox had retitled its picture, “Young
Mr. Lincoln” to capitalize on the popularity of the Lincoln character due to the
success of his play.

Partners in Paramount
Make Business Visits

Coal

Theatres, Inc., Marion, with maximum capital 1,000 shares, no par value. C. C. Lincoln of Marion is president . . . Robert
Fulwider, Lee Theatre projectionist, was
married in Roanoke May 6 . . . Wade
Pearson, northern district manager for

. . . Virginia Snead, secretary to Sam Bendheim jr., visited relatives in New Jersey.

New York — The Martin two per cent
state-wide sales tax bill in Albany will
probably be substituted by an enabling
act that would preclude the paying of the
new levy in cities where a local sales tax
is now in effect, according to Harry Brandt,
ITOA president.
If the amended measure is passed,
Brandt says, it means municipalities where
no sales tax exists will undoubtedly be
faced with an admission tax.

dark

dined and later taken to see “The Hardys
Ride High,” accompanied by Mayor Bright
. . . Bill Attmore, RCA engineer, made a
solo flight to Baltimore . . . Harry Searce,
Colonial doorman, and Elizabeth Winburne
have announced their engagement.

Whitlock, assistant manager of Loew’s Capitol, Washington, visited his folks here

May Substitute Measure
For Sales Tax Bill

Warner

of Loew’s,
manager
SPARROW,
j^LLEN
conducted
a contest,
picking Richmond’s typical “Hardy Family.” Edith
Lindeman, film editor of the Times-Dispatch, selected the family from the many
submitted and members were wined and

New York — Several Paramount theatre
partners were in town during the week on
home office business, including John J.
Friedl

and L. J. Ludwig, from Minneapolis; A. H. Blank and Ralph Branton,

Des Moines; Martin Mullin and Sam Pinanski, Boston; Nathan and Sam Goldstein, Springfield, Mass., and Vincent McFaul, Buffalo.
Friedl and Ludwig were here in connection with the LaCrosse suit on which they
were examined before trial. Blank and
Branton left over the weekend after making their periodic trip on product buys and
bookings. The other men left after a few
days

during which they discussed operations with Leon Netter, in charge of theatre operations.

Associated Theatres Will
Drive for New Members
New

York — Associated

Theatres

of New

Jersey, local buying combine of which Irving Dollinger, former president of Allied
of New Jersey, is head, is in a drive for
additional membership. With 14 houses
now in the fold, Dollinger expects to have
from 20 to 25 at the end of the first year
of the organization’s operations on July 17.
Deals have been concluded with all major companies except UA, Dollinger states.
While there is no contract with Monogram, the unit spot books, but in the case
of UA it has been impossible to get together because of terms.

RKO Payment Extension
Agreement Authorized
New

York — Irving Trust has been authorized by Federal Judge William O.
Bondy to proceed with an agreement with
RKO, Bank of America National Trust and
Savings Ass’n., Chemical Bank and Trust
and RCA for an extension of a $50,000
payment, the balance due on RKO six per
cent secured gold notes from July 1 until
January 1, 1940. Interest continues at
two per cent.
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THfflTRf LIGHTine

uldn’t
Youe woro
us ke sene

But are you using an oldfashioned sound system on
modern movies?

Here's an important

fact to remember

— Ilolly wood

is

now producing finer sound than ever before — because
movie fans demand good sound. To properly reproduce
it— and

build up

your business — install

RCA Photophoiie Magic Voice of the Screen
—available

Let’s look at facts. You can
l show

the finest pictures in the

world — but you’ll have empty
seats in your theatre if the sound
is poor. Because nowadays movie
fans know good sound from bad
-and patronize the theatre where
listening is as much fun as looking.
Hollywood

knows

this

and

that's why Hollywood puts such
excellent sound on its films. But

It will pay vou to find out about
the new RCA Photophone Magic
Voice of the Screen.
equipment

of Every Size!

For here’s the

built for true reproduc-

And

its low cost will surprise you,

just as its many new features will
delight vou. Fidl details from your
RCA

Photophone

representative.

Better sound means better
tubes mean better sound.

RCA

your

low cost theatre
interested.

Photophone’s

box

service

service

plan

office —

and

organization
in which

RCA

has

you'll

a
he

Only the New Magic Voice
of the Screen offers all
these Features!
This splendid new

Obsolete

equipment

in more

Cost to

tion of modern movie sound. It’s
the tonic vour box office needs.

how about you — are you letting
an outmoded sound system hurt
takes?

Theatres

at Low

costs you

money

equipment

gives

you full assurance of constant film
speed by adding the amazing new
Snock Proof Drive to the famous

wnys than one!

Rotary Stabilizer! Besides this
great feature, the new Magic Voice
brings you new styling, new protection. new convenience, new added
reserve power

and many

other out-

standing proofs that it's the best
value you’ve ever seen! Ask your
RCA Photophone representative
for complete information.

^vc’.vojcf

OOMFOff

%>gets

p’sCj gloriously relaxed — and
i
l
S
double feature ! Because she’s "floating”

will be e

on cushions that shape
themselves to every curve of her body. She may not know

this restful luxury is due to U. S. Royal Foam Sponge. But she
does realize this theater knows a thing or two about comfort.

WHAT IS U. S. ROYAL FOAM SPONGE?
Pure milk of rubber
foam, then baked
it permanent

trees, whipped

in special molds

shape. Odorless,

chuckling over his
operating cost. It’s gone down, as
far as seating maintenance is concerned. U. S. Royal Foam Sponge
cushions are molded in one piecenothing to sag or pack down. They
hold their shape and save all rebuilding expense year after year.

into a
to give

it is venti-

lated by millions of connecting pores which
produce
about

buoyant

support. Get all the facts

U. S. Royal Foam

Sponge.

Write to

United States Rubber Company
MISHAWAKA,
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INDIANA

Retr.U.S.
rat. On •

RUBBER WILL
S ERI/E YOU
BETTER

LIBERTY THEATRE, Lincoln, Nebr.Owners: Westland Theatres, Denver,
Colo., Architect : Robert O. Boiler.

PARK

THEATRE,

Indianapolis,

— Owners: Meloy Brothers,
Maurice E. Thornton.

NEWSREEL
THEATRE,
Radio City,
New York— Owners: Newsreel Theatres, Inc., Architect : John Eberson.

Ind.

Architect:

Your patrons will like the
Comfort and Beauty of
AMERICAN

Bodifc
orm
Restful

Chairs
C

You’ll like their economy l
One

of the points on which theatregoers and theatre-owners agree: they
like the new, revolutionary American
Bodiform Chair.

See it and you’ll understand its audience appeal. Let our representative
demonstrate and show why it will save
you money

in theatre maintenance.

1

^mefricaruffeatmg
Cbm/?a4uy
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN
Pioneers and pacemakers in theatre, auditorium, school, church, stadium
and transportation seating. Branch offices and Distributors in Principal Cities.

STATE THEATRE, Quincy, Illinois—
Owner : J. M. Ennis, Architect :
Charles F. Behrensmeyer.

2G

BROADWAY
THEATRE, Cape Girardeau,
Missouri — Owners: Fox Midwest Amusement Corp., Kansas City, Mo.

FOX
THEATRE,
Sterling, Colo.—
Owners: Fox Inter- Mountain Theatres, Inc., Architect: Walter H. Simon.
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other novelty "draw" that will bring the prodigal
patrons scurrying back to the boxoffice.
To delay needed modernization or mechanical improvements and allow deterioration to exact further
penalties while wishfully waiting for some kindly genii
to arise and grant a miracle, we believe, is bad business for theatre owners.

H. Simmons

the Rejuvenation

Jersey

Too many theatre owners, evidently, are still awaiting the arrival of another Moses to smite the rock of
undiscovered mechanical resources and bring forth an-
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Theatre property improvement at this time is not so
much a matter of accommodating the business that
already exists or that may be taken away from a competitor.
The prime objective of a modernizing project, either
partial or complete, is to attract, impress and establish new interest and contacts with hundreds of potential patrons in every community whose interest in the
movies has been allowed to lapse.

business

MODERN

rights
cor-

It has long been our most interesting privilege to
observe the salient effects of house improvement on
show business throughout the country. The invariable
result is a prompt and sustained increase of business
at the boxoffice.
From

now

on, the
tertainment igoing
s
tre management.
and efficiency will
of selling.

The real point of plant modernization is that it puts
a practical new promotional tool in the
hands of theatre management — a device now sorely lacking in many of our
old theatres.
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By Francis M. Falge*

THE opening of

any new theatre
is of interest to
theatre men in a casual sort of way, but
when the designers
and builders of a
theatre do a bit of
pioneering with new
materials and new
techniques, progressive
owners and managers
to
invariably want
know all about it.

A case in point is the new Shore Theatre in Euclid, Ohio, a suburb of Cleveland.
Built by the Associated Theatre Company, this new 1,600-seat neighborhood
theatre is of particular interest because of
its lighting. Fluorescent lamps have been
used to provide both decorative and utilitarian lighting, and the results have de-

*Nela Park Engineering Dept., General
Electric Company, Cleveland, Ohio.

lighted everyone
theatre.

who

has visited the new

A person approaching the Shore Theatre at night is bound to be impressed by
the attractive and attention-compelling
marquee which is illustrated on the
frontispiece of this issue. The luminous
attraction-letter panels of cased-opal glass
are lighted from behind by three rows of
36-inch 30-watt daylight fluorescent
lamps. These impart a distinctive color
which contrasts strikingly with the
warmer tones of the many low-wattage
filament lamps that are used exposed in
the chaser border and on the marquee
soffit. The chaser border contains 600
10-watt yellow lamps spaced on six-inch
centers and the soffit 230 25-watt inside
frosted lamps arranged in lines radiating
into the entrance.
Green fluorescent tubing is utilized in
the vertical sign bearing the name of the
theatre and a small amount of red tubing
is used decoratively on the front of the
marquee. A low tower finished in vertical
stripes of red and white porcelain rises

One of the four recessed poster niches in
the lobby of the Shore. It contains one
36-inch 30-watt and four 2\-inch 20-watt
daylight fluorescent lamps mounted behind the diffusing glass panels.
above the entrance and is lighted by three
500-watt floods concealed on the top of
the marquee.
Lobby

Lighting

Impressive

It is in the lobby that the visitor is particularly impressed with the effectiveness
of colored lighting provided by fluorescent
lamps. Here part of the general lighting
is supplied by a rectangular ceiling cove
which contains 34 36-inch 30-watt blue
fluorescent lamps. The rest is provided by
the various luminous elements which
serve the double purpose of lighting advertising displays and adding to the general
lighting.
At either end of the lobby over the entrances from the street and to the auditorium is a luminous panel on which are
mounted changeable letter signs to advertise coming attractions. The panels
are 2'x24' and each is lighted by 14 36inch 30-watt fluorescent lamps arranged
in two parallel rows.
The sign over the street entrance, which
is seen by persons leaving the theatre, is
lighted with gold lamps; pink lamps are
used in the sign over the auditorium
entrance which presents itself to the view
of persons entering. Mr. Reif, one of the
owners, estimates that the saving resultThe Shore’s lobby is attractively lighted by a rectangular ceiling cove which
contains 34 36-inch 30-watt blue fluorescent lamps. Daylight fluorescent
lamps

are used to illuminate the recessed poster niches, the free-standing
poster display, and the changeable-letter attraction signs at either end of the
lobby. The various luminous elements
in the lobby contribute considerably to
the general lighting.
The MODERN
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ing from the reduced cost of special display panels should pay for these signs in
six months.
Posters are displayed in the lobby in
four recessed wall niches which have builtin lighting. Each is lighted by one 36inch 30-watt and four 24-inch 20-watt
daylight fluorescent lamps set behind narrow panels of cased-opal glass. This insures satisfactory lighting over the surface of the poster and enough of it for
attractive appearance.
A free-standing poster display located
on the center axis of the lobby is somewhat similarly lighted with the addition
of decorative luminous elements on the
sides, lighted by colored fluorescent lamps.
This display employs 16 fluorescent lamps.
The lighting in the lobby, provided as
it is by both blue and daylight fluorescent
lamps, creates an atmosphere that would
be difficult to produce economically with
filament lamps. Moreover, the use of
fluorescent lamps imposes less load on the
air cooling system than would be the case
if the same lighting effect were produced
with filament lamps.
Auditorium

Lighting

Indirect

The auditorium for the most part is
lighted indirectly by filament sources concealed in coves on either side of a huge
panel (10'xll2') that is suspended 18
inches below the ceiling and extends from
front to back of the interior. In each
cove there are 98 50-watt inside frosted
lamps, 112 15-watt yellow lamps, and 112
25-watt rose-colored lamps. Lamps of
each color are located on 12-inch centers,
and the circuits of yellow and inside
frosted lamps are controlled by dimmers.
The usual practice is to use the rose
lamps during the showing of pictures to
provide adequate general illumination for
utilitarian purposes and a subdued decorative note. During intermissions the yellow and inside frosted lamps may be
brought up as desired. When all the
lights are on a pleasingly high level of
illumination is provided throughout the
auditorium.
To add a touch of brightness and gaiety

Cover Illustration
An interesting night-time view of the
artistic facade and luminous display
facilities of the new Shore Theatre, in
Euclid, Ohio, a suburb of Cleveland,
recently completed by Associated Theatres Company. Fluorescent and filament sources combine to create an attractive and attention-compelling marquee. The luminous panel contains 28
36-inch 36-watt daylight fluorescent
lamps, the chaser border 600 16-watt
yellow filament lamps on 6-inch centers, and the marquee soffit 230 25ivatt inside frosted filament lamps. Letters in the vertical sign are of green
fluorescent tubing. The tower is floodlighted from the top of the marquee.
(Photo courtesy General
pany).
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suspended ceiling panel which extends from front to back of the auditorium of the new Shore conceals the filament sources that supply indirect general
lighting for the auditorium. Colored
fluorescent lamps on the soffit of the
panel add a touch of brightness during
intermissions.
when the house lights are up (as well as
to contribute to the general illumina-

Decorative Setting
for Better Lighting
Ceiling and wall decorations and finishes are an auxiliary to the lighting system because they not only provide a background for the lighting elements but, in
the case of indirect lighting, they become
a part of the lighting system itself and
if light in tone contribute greatly to its
efficiency. Where the ceilings and walls
are too dark, the lighting emits that would
otherwise be comfortable when viewed
against a light colored ceiling, become
harsh and uncomfortable.
Particularly with indirect or semi-indirect lighting, a large part of the ceiling
should be mat-surfaced and light in color,
as most of the light is directed to the
ceiling and from there redirected and
diffused to the area below. A glossy surface should be avoided because the lamps
produce undesirable streaks in the shiny
surface. It is a good plan always to try
out ceiling surfaces with the type of lighting equipment to be used, viewing at many
angles before a final decision on the ceiling finish is made.
Low

relief decorations and painted designs are oftentimes used to advantage
to break up what would otherwise become
unusually large and uninteresting expanses of ceiling area. Specifically, where
cove lighting is employed, these decorations can be made to interrupt the ceiling
at the point where the light from the cove
fades off perceptibly.

tion) five fluorescent units are mounted
on the soffit of the suspended panel. Each
unit is made up of one 30-watt blue and
two 30-watt gold fluorescent lamps.
Tones of rose, sand, and brown comprise the color scheme for the walls and
ceiling panel in the auditorium. The
ceiling itself is done in cream color and
the pilasters in blue.
The architect for the Shore Theatre
was Paul Matzinger of Cleveland.

Theatre fronts that gleam and sparkle
and form a fitting background for modern
display lighting command attention from
near and far and serve as the most potent
patronage draw available.
Sound presentation can deteriorate without the operator’s being aware of it. Have
this vital part of your theatre’s physical
property checked periodically to keep it
in prime condition.
The sign and marquee are a theatre’s
best promoter. They dignifiedly take the
place
of the
ballyhooer;
so don’t
overlook
the old-time
pulling power
they present.

Decorative
Effects
is the feature subject for
discussion in next (June 241
issue of The Modern Theatre section . . . Theatre
owners

and

find much

managers

will

to interest and

inspire them

in this forth-

coming presentation of another vital contingent of
House

Appeal.
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THE more closely we observe and con-

sider the current events of showmanmanship, the more deeply we are convinced that NERVE is the nucleus of a new
cycle of prosperity now in process of germination throughout the moving picture industry.
But strange as it may seem to the nonobserver of obvious goings-on, this display of nerve and initiative that gives rise
to the conviction is not to be found, as
one might suppose, among the bourgeoisie of picture business as represented
by the big circuits, but rather, believe it
or not, among the proletariat as personified by our irrepressible “independents.”
For several years now, metropolitan
showmen have allowed themselves to be
unnecessarily disturbed by shattered nerves.
This form of neurosis has not so seriously affected straight-thinking “out in
the sticks” and as a result, new building
activity and remodeling of properties is
more prevalent in the out-of-way places
where rugged individualism still holds
forth, hopefully.
Nerve is an admirable business trait. To
defy convention and do things that need
doing in the face of indecision and delay
on the part of assumed leadership makes
a noteworthy display of the sort of tonic
this business needs.
The

Seat

of Activity

Recently, a cross-pattern survey of nation-wide structural activity for the first
quarter of the year was made and published by Boxoffice. We quote a paragraph
from the report, which is significant: “It
is apparent from the analysis that independent exhibitors everywhere are more
active than the major circuits or their
affiliates. Particularly is this so in the
new theatres under construction where
small circuit operators are reported to be
going full blast in situations which lend
themselves to new projects.”
When one pauses to appraise the common hazards and handicaps of small-town
theatre operation and balances its income
possibilities with that of the producerowned or franchise protected big city
brother, the nerve angle as it affects theatre property improvement, becomes immediately obvious.
Suppose we cite an example, typical in
many respects and definitely confirmative
of the initiative (nerve) now being exercised with telling effect in the matter of
modernization throughout the industry. It
provides a motive with a moral which all
exhibitors might well heed.
Hebron, Nebraska, is a small town. Current census figures place it below the
2,000 class. It is the county seat of Thayer
County, which abuts the Kansas state line

30

m
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near the southeast corner of Nebraska.
The surrounding area is generally referred
to as “drought country” and is not far
removed from the famous “dust bowl,”
where during recent years a whirling dervish of wind-whipped sand almost annually
plays havoc with crops and business conditions.
Under

a situation of this sort, a substantial investment in theatre property
modernization provides a display of courage and conviction that is worthy of glowing commendation.
What

Happened

at Hebron

The

Majestic Theatre, at Hebron, Nebraska, was recently modernized by its
owner and operator, Mr. A. H. (Abe) Records, about whom more will be said later.
The project involved a complete remodeling of an old building, the birth date of
which was identified on the cap-piece of
the cornice as 1882. Illustrations shown
here afford a rather clear conception of
the transformation effected.
An entirely new facade, front entrance
and a new modem canopy with changeable letter attraction boards and topped
by the “Majestic” vertical main sign, a
streamlined ticket office and attractive
entrance doors, built-in display cases and
other modern devices are now impressionably evident in the new Majestic.
The radical change in the appearance of
this 400-seat small-town theatre is interesting, because the completed result shows
what may be accomplished by thrift and
good judgment in the application of modern materials to old theatre buildings, particularly those in smaller towns and communities.
It will be noticed in the picture of the
final or “after” result that there are now
three steps in front of the theatre, making a sort of terrace with a little space
allowed on each corner for the planting
of flowers and shrubs. The owner was
quite fortunate in that the front of the
old building was set back a few feet from
the property line. The practical reason
for the formation of these steps was that
the inside lobby and foyer were on a level
with the terrace and could not be lowered
without prohibitive expense. The idea of
the steps eliminated the necessity of lowering the floor and quite apparently to
the advantage of general appearance.
Of particular interest, too, is the clever
cove arrangement of two columns or
niches for neon lighting at each side of
the entrance running upward from the two
built-in display cases to the top of the
cornice and capped by reflecting roundels.
The effect is most pleasing at night.
In addition to front alterations, a new

Mr. and

Mrs. Arthur

H. Records, justly

proud owners of the recently modernized
Majestic Theatre, in Hebron, Nebraska.

projection room was constructed and a
number of other interior changes were
made, including redecoration and furnishing for the lobby, new carpets throughout,
modern lighting fixtures and general renovation. New sound equipment was ining.
stalled and individual head-phones were
provided for patrons with impaired hearThe Majestic’s modernization was carried out through the cooperation of Carl
White, of the Quality Theatre Supply Company, of Omaha, who engineered the
changes and supplied most of the equipment and materials entering into the proThe

Man

Behind

It

ject.
A brief interview with Arthur H. Records, the man behind the project, brings
out some interesting personal characteristics and slants on profitable theatre operation in small-town situations.
Mr. Records has been in theatre business twenty years. Prior to becoming an
exhibitor, he was an employee of the Bell
Telephone System. He plays golf for fun
and relaxation, is an active member of all
civic clubs and in his own words, “I never
shirk a community obligation and always
try to make our town a better place to
Asked his opinion regarding future prospects for picture business, Mr. Records relive in.”
The MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

BEFORE,
DURING

and

AFTER
1.

The

Majestic Theatre, at Hebron, Nebraska, as it appeared, before being touched
by the magic of modernization.
2. The building during the process
structural face-lifting , completely shorn
its old false facade.
3.

The made-over Majestic as it now
pears in its new dress of streamlined
sign and modern materials.

of
of
apde-

plied: “Good. But they (the producers)
must give us better pictures or people will
try to pick the good ones and pass up
the bad ones. Picture-going is a habit that
has to be pleased.” Continuing, he said:
“Show business is an up-and-up business.
If you can’t stay UP, someone will take
your place.”
Basketball games and radio are rated
by Mr. Records as the toughest competition for his theatre, which draws its patronage from a radius of 20 miles, including several small towns which have no
theatres.
Responding to our inquiry as to what
business improvement at the boxoffice he
had been able to observe as a result of
the recent remodeling of the Majestic,
Mr. Records had this to say: “This is a
hard question to answer. My town folks
are awful proud of our theatre and they
tell ME about it, which is most gratifying. We are in the drought section where
show business is up or down, depending
on crop prospects and conditions. But
where some exhibitors have had a hard
time holding their own, I have gone ahead
in good times and bad. I figure the job
(modernizing) will increase business 30
per cent for the year.”
Favors Good Housekeeping
Mr.

Records

is a good

housekeeper.

He

says: “Clean often and keep the place
clean. We have a regular house-cleaning
routine for each week — a regular day for
looking after seats, lobby and so forth,
changing lobby displays and other details
as often as possible. People notice such
things.”
The owner of the Majestic can see no
reason why the small-town theatre should
be any less attractive than its metropolitan contemporary. On this point he reand

the

marked: “Show places are made for flash
more of it the better, especially

where competition is keen. A good-lookingfront and plenty of light outdoors at night
is needed.”
Amplifying

this

thought

further,

Mr.

Records went on: “Theatre fronts, no matter where located, should always be kept
up, all lights in place and burning. People are like bugs at night. They mill
around

places

where

there’s

plenty

Mi -■ m m

of

light.”
Mr. Records was asked to give us a general outline of the methods he uses in
selling his show to the public. The answer
as he gave it affords an interesting sidelight on small-town business promotion.
Said he: “I have been here so long that
I know everyone in my trade territory. I
(Continued
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By Helen Kent

With two stupendous expositions at

opposite ends of the country giving added impetus to the all-embracing subject of modernity, theatre people would do well to look about sharply
with an eye to what the public is going to
expect of the little old home-town and
its provisions for entertainment. There’s
a multitude of people who will see these
“worlds of tomorrow,” only to return
home with opened eyes, and naturally expecting a bit more evidence of progress in
their own bailiwicks.
Many theatre men, too, will visit these
magnificent expositions and if they’re
wise, they’ll absorb a bit of the progress
represented. Let them gape and gawk
and gasp over the splendor and beauty of
either world’s fair, but permit that they
also try to visualize what these fairs mean
to them in a business way. And by business way, we mean boxoffice! It is hoped
most naturally by the product exhibitors
at these International Expositions that all
who visit them will realize and adapt the
world’s fair idea to their own peculiar circumstances.
And what is more natural than that
theatre operators should gain inspiration
from great expositions, whether they attend or merely are informed of them by
description and pictures? The basic principles of a world’s fair are: Education,
Entertainment and Progress. That’s show
business at its best. On a smaller scale,
these principles apply just as forcefully to
theatres; yes, even to the smallest houses
in out-of-the-way places, whose patrons

probably will never be able to go to a
world’s fair at all.
Center

of Public

Interest

The moving picture theatre, to its own
community, is a fountain of entertainment
and education and progress. It is a place
where, if it is modern and inviting, patrons
may satisfy their craving for the world’s
fairs they are unable to attend. If it is not
modern and inviting, indicating the progress to be found in the expositions, these
same patrons no doubt will look elsewhere
for entertainment. And who can blame
them? People nowadays are educated to
expect the best and they deserve it.
Of particular interest to theatre men
who wish to glean some personal glory
from the architectural beauty and the applied showmanship represented by our
present world’s fairs, is the use and dependence upon lighting. In no other element is to be found more magic for great
expositions, and in lighting also, theatre
business will find one of its greatest allies.
If you theatre people will study the
The marquee of the Central Theatre, on
Times Square in New York City, shown
before and after recent modernization.
Through “face-lifting” and elimination
of a “ginger bread” head piece, copy space
was increased from three to four lines
using modern multiple size silhouette letters. Old canopies can now be brought up
to date at surprisingly low cost. (Photos
courtesy Wagner Sign Service, Inc.)

CO-STARRED

The Meralta, an 800-seat theatre in Los
Angeles, follows the “exposition” idea ivith
a “punchy” display of its attractions.
Plenty of light and legible letters are the
media. (Photo courtesy Wagner Sign Service, Inc.)

uses of latest scientific lighting to be
found in both San Francisco and New
York this season, you’ll find cues to what
all of you may expect in theatre lighting
during the next few years. None of us
can forget the impetus given spectacular
and display lighting by the Chicago Century of Progress Exposition and its immediate successors at various other points of
the country.
Applications which were entirely new in
1933 are finding widespread use in theatres today. To name only a few, it was
about 1933 when brilliantly lighted structural glass and glass blocks were first exhibited and their increasing use in theatres today indicates the far-reaching ef-
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feet of their adaptability. Likewise, silhouette letter display was born about that
time. Today, its use is almost universal in
the theatre field.
Spirit

Other

of

new

Progress

Reflected

display lighting ideas have

been presented in the several world’s fairs
which have taken place in the years since
1933, and each year has shown more dependence by fair exhibitors upon unique
lighting for greater attraction. Likewise,
theatres throughout the country which
have been built or remodeled during these
none too fertile years have reflected the
progress spirit of modern display lighting
as first presented at these expositions.
We of the theatre industry may look
about at our structures with excusable
pride in most cases, because it is true
that a majority of good showmen were
first to absorb and make use of exposition-presented technique in their places
of business. In almost every community,
the theatre has led in modernization of its
property — with profitable results. Particularly is this true of theatre front modernization. And in almost every case, the
neighboring shops, restaurants and competing forms of business have kept pace,
taking their cue from the community
bright-spot — the cinema.
The unfortunate case of the theatre
which has become obsolete, however, in
the face of all this progress generated by
the great world’s fairs and their farreaching publicity, is becoming known to
all. Patronage will not support such a
place of entertainment when it has been
and is being still further educated to expect and demand functional modernism
and the beauty of newness.
Indicative of progress in theatre application of ideas which undoubtedly were fostered in some measure by recent world's
fairs are a few theatres, the brilliantly displayed front elevations of which are pictured here. It is only natural to assume
that the modernity shown in their effective lighting display out-front is carried
through in the interior. And they certainly do appear to be examples of what
moving picture theatre patrons expect and
will support in the v/ay of places of entertainment. These few examples, picked at
random, are typical of the times.

The Cabrillo Theatre, at San Diego, and
the Tower at Sacramento, California, are
both typical of what it takes to turn public attention toward the boxoffice. Both
have artistic fronts of the streamline type
which serve as an effective setting for informative advertising display in “streamline” silhouette letters. (Photos courtesy
Adler Sign Letter Co.)

more light and varied sizes of silhouette
letters proved to be the answer. Exhibitors, please note: The “before” picture
shows the Central advertising two features and a suspended price sign reads
“25c”; the “after” picture, also taken at
night, more strikingly advertises one feature and the price sign proclaims “all
seats 35c.” Apparently prices went up
with the improvement and an extra “feature’ was discarded.
From

Examples

of Interest

Back

The Meralta Theatre, a new house in
Los Angeles, is outstanding in many respects. It has been planned architecturally to take advantage of the latest provisions offered by modern scientific lighting and it fairly gleams with beauty. A
beacon-like-name-sign of unique design
tops the three-sided marquee, which has
more than ample space for advertising the
complete program. Silhouette letters in
various sizes on a brilliant white background form an advertising medium that
is potent yet refined and attractive.
Another California theatre, the Tower,
in Sacramento, is also a worthy example
of a small exposition in its own right. In
this project, the simple architectural lines
of the theatre building have been outlined
strikingly in neon. The brightly lighted
exterior lobby with centrally located boxoffice as a focal point also shows astute
planning by the architect, William B.
David. A three-sided attraction board
equipped with 12- and 16-inch changeable silhouette letters is located above the
circular canopy to form an innovation in
theatre front construction. And it is most
effective.

Coast

to the West

to Coast

Coast again, to San

Diego where a very successful world’s fair
took place not so long ago, we may study
the Cabrillo Theatre, one of the most interesting small theatre display projects in
Southern California. It has a semi-circulaf marquee outlined in rose and gold
fluorescent tubing, on which three lines of
silhouette letters stand out against a
flashed opal background in brilliant relief. The name “Cabrillo” across the
front of the building is on an art glass
background with five-feet high raised
(Continued on page 55)

The Central Theatre, located on Times
Square, in New York City, provides an interesting example of a “face-lifting” project. With competition from many sources
close by, plenty of light was necessary to
make this theatre stand out in the crowd.
Remodeling the marquee to make use of
A

modern

marquee

makes

a

marked

change in the appearance and display efficiency of the Temple Theatre, in Los
Angeles, as will be noted in these “before”
and “after” views. (Photos courtesy Wagner Sign Service, Inc.)
tlW
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SOCIETY

ALERT ON APPEARANCE

THAT the motion picture industry will

OF TELEVISION

dent of the Society, said that “the committee will endeavor to collect, formulate,
clarify and disseminate useful information
to the motion picture industry as to television film and pictorial requirements;
and to the radio television groups as to
ity.
motion picture capabilities and availabil-

not be caught off guard by the advent of television, as it was with the
revolutionary appearance of the talkies,
was indicated in the report of the television committee of the Society of Motion
Picture Engineers, presented in convention
at Hollywood last month.
Outlining the scope and organization of

“It is hoped to avoid conflicting standards or practices in the two arts. The
membership of the committee includes

the committee’s activities, Dr. Alfred N.
Goldsmith, its chairman and past presi-

Theatre planned for Blendtex by Vogelgesang, Cone

operation . . . build
insulate . . . decorate . . . quiet noise
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“There are, however, differences between the requirements of the television
art and those of the motion picture art. For
that reason, much of the early work of the
committee is to be of an educational nature. There are differences as to set construction, scenery, and limits as to detail,
size, and coloring. There are also limitations of systems in relation to the sensitivity of the television camera, types of
light sources, floor and overhead lighting,
long shots and close-ups, moulding and
air conditioning.
“The

subject of lenses is closely connected with those of film and lighting.
Very little is now known, in a final sense,
with regard to mobile equipment, and further developments must be awaited. Problems of background projection are similar
to those for the motion picture, except
with regard to the light required. The
television pick-up screen size is not yet
definitely standardized, and although
television projectors use standard sizes of
film, they are modified to accommodate
the different rates and methods of pro-

trade-mark

"MAGIC-WEATHER"

jection.”
FANS— AIR-WASHERS— COMBINATION UNITS

ly pays for

itself.
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helpful data.”
Twoally sub-committees
have also been established. One, on Production and Technique, is under the chairmanship of O. B.
Hanson, chief engineer of the National
Broadcasting Company. The other, on
Film Properties and Laboratory Practice,
is headed by O. Sandvik, of Eastman Kodak Company. The sub-committees will
devote themselves to establishing a glossary of terms and nomenclature; to prepare a list of articles and books dealing
with television and its relationships to
motion pictures; to provide data on equipment, methods and use of films, with respect to their present status and probable
trends; to establish standards, and to
handle special problems such as inter-industry coordination, future equipment
needs and specifications, and the like.
“It is impracticable at the present time
to report specifically on a number of items
falling within the scope of the committee,” the report states, “because the technique of television is in a state of flux,
and many phases of the art are really in
the experimental stage. As a basis of a
temporarily acceptable policy for the motion picture industry, the opinion appears
to be that the present motion picture
standards are acceptable for television, and
that television will try to work toward
those standards.

Amazing
results at a cost within reason —
The low cost cooling equipment that quick-

Send me the free book on Blendtex ideas for my theatre, please.

Address -

prominent members of both industries so
that an automatic liaison will exist. The
first aim will be to collect existing information. The second, to guard against
misunderstanding, mis-statements, unnecessary conflicts of aims or opinions,
and to obviate or reconcile these whenever possible. The third purpose is to act
as one guiding agency in directing technical activities common to the two industries, and furthering interchange of mutu-

-City-
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leading theatres throughout America. The superiority of Ideal Chairs is recognized universally.
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Reliable
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dealers
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Ideal representative

for free illustrated catalog.
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chair design
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Learn
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And remember, there's a definite box office value
in comfortable Ideal Chairs.

IDEAL Seating Co.
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By Ansel M. Moore

PjxICTURE show business, it appears
^to us, is about

ready

for a long

de-

layed “coming out again” party. As
we look back over the span of years during which we have known the infant
prodigy quite intimately from its toddling
days and have watched it emerge from
swaddling to fledgling and finally to the
flapper stage, we’ve often wondered if
this business would ever really grow up
— commercially.
True, the picture business today is
pretty generally rated as among the ten
biggest-income industries, and from what
we read in the papers anent salaries paid
and income variously derived, one might
say that our glamorous heroine is big
business for at least a few who found
favor in her eyes.
But despite the wardship of big bankers
who, within the past few years, have tried
to “make a lady” out of show business,
she’s long been just a hoyden at heart.
Although wild as a March hare during
her

halcyon

devil-may-care

days

when

it

didn’t matter what the older folks in industry thought or said about her, lately

operators of their own volition are now
doing something substantial to help show
business.
Undoubtedly, the men who own and
operate theatres are coming more rapidly
to the conclusion that entertainment is a
commodity to be merchandised sanely and
solidly and that the theatre itself and its
manner of operation is something in which
the public at large is no less vitally concerned than the pictures to be presented.
Unquestionably, many exhibitors now
realize that there must be something more
substantial behind the operation of a theatre than publicity, and particularly the
kind of publicity that has long kept the
theatre industry in the “stunt”
business enterprise.

It is an unfortunate quirk of show business, perhaps, that it is show business.
People in it are naturally inclined to overlook fundamentals such as, for instance,
the

fact that over-wrought picture publicity is but a pain in the neck to the
average person, who in this day and age
is too smart to be beguiled by the archaic
“stunt”

she’s sobered up noticeably and has begun
to settle down a bit. Her waywardness
seems to be passing. There’s hope that
she may at last begin to “act her age.”
Hence our anticipation of an event — a
second coming out party — in which the
theatre industry will make her debut as a
deserving new member of higher society
in business and most worthy of court in
all refined commercial and financial
circles.
The

To abandon the allegorical allusion and
plump ourselves into the practical aspects
of the case, theatre business is slowly but
surely coming out . . . from behind the

form
Trying

of showmanship.
a

New

Technique

While the moving picture is still the
piece de resistance to patronage and a
principal contributor to the profits of
theatre operation, it is not by any means
the only trick in the bag of successful
modern theatre management. This point
has been confirmed definitely during the
past few years by the dubious outcome of
trying to make up in quantity what has
been

Metamorphosis

class as a

lacking

in the quality of screen entertainment. And all largely at the sacrifice of good taste, comfort and convenience for picture patrons.

by the most practical
ments— House Appeal.

of all induce-

The theatre business is now dressing itself up and getting ready to go places.
New fronts for old houses, reseating, decorative renovation, air conditioning, lighting improvements, better projection and
improved sound. All these important
physical attractions are now being generously resorted to as restorative for the
movie habit and practically in every instance new patronage responds quickly
and enthusiastically to such treatment.
Theatre men are
more in terms of

beginning to think
physical attraction.

They’re beginning to treat their properties
as something to be augmented and exploited rather than abused and neglected.
Having observed the effects of property
improvement close at hand — too close in
fact to be comfortable for many who put
it off too long — thousands of theatre owners are thinking seriously of improvements
and many of them are converting thoughts
into immediate action.
The
But

the

Effects
most

of Reform

refreshing

observation

we’ve been able to make is that theatre
men who become modernizing-minded are
making a greater attempt than ever before to distinguish between real value and
mere cheapness in the things they’re about
to buy for property improvement. They
are concerned with costs, of course; but
there is increasing evidence of concern for
quality and fitness of products and a decrease of determination to get something
for nothing — a too common trait among a
certain class of exhibitors in the past and
one which has operated to the dissatisfaction of all concerned and none the less to
the disadvantage of the theatre owner.
The observable effect of a reform
practices

and

policies of theatre

in

operation

is that the honest and reliable manufacturer of dependable materials and equipment no longer is inclined to approach a
theatre job with tongue in cheek. The

Despite dangerous banks and turns and
devious schemes and stunts conjured up

theatre

eight-ball.

by publicity minds for stimulation of boxoffice receipts; despite collective attempts

where

to perk up interest in movie-going by
prize contests and other pot luck publicity
devices which only served to push theatre

Time was when our personal and most
persuasive efforts to bring about a closer
communion between progressive theatre
men and morally sound manufacturers
usually met with lukewarm response from
the latter. But now, rarely does a reputable manufacturer grab his nose and gesture frantically when the possibilities of
profitable theatre business dealings are
mentioned.

Already it has emerged substantially from behind the ivory sphere
it was placed by its unaccountable

antics.

Its glamorous aspects, dulled perceptively by time and the eyebrow raising
episodes and delinquencies of the past,
seem soon to be forgotten. Glamour is
giving way to good business.
The reform may not be complete for
some time. Considerable housecleaning
needs

still to be done to get show business entirely out of the doghouse with the

public, but the signs of the times
couraging.

are en-

The sign that impresses us most, and
which obviously must similarly impress all
lay observers, is that theatre owners and

36

prestige deeper into the dog-house, patronage has continued to fall off sharply in
some theatres and conversely to pick up
smartly in others. The answer is as plain
as the nose on one’s face.
Business has picked up and remained at
consistently higher levels in new modern
theatres and old houses that have been
modernized and made attractive. Because
—and it’s a simple conclusion — people who
have not heretofore been frequenting the
movies regularly are being drawn back to

industry is showing
provement morally, too.

marked

im-

Leading producers of the material means
of theatre modernization are now actively cooperating with the industry, and
while chiseling and conniving is still to
be met with occasionally, and on both
sides of a transaction, theatre men are
behaving themselves ethically because
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they have become better business
Yes, and better showmen, too.

men.

Modernization — in policies of operation
as well as physical properties — is pulling
theatre business out from behind the
eight-ball.

And the public looks on approvingly while its interest continues to

rise.

ALEXANDER

SMITH

at the New York World’s Fair

Point for Consideration

Following is a partial list of build-

in Auditorium

ings at the New York World’s Fair
in which Alexander Smith Carpet
has been installed:

Three

considerations

Lighting

are

foremost

in

connection with proper auditorium lighting: (1) the brightness, whether from
source or reflecting surfaces, must be low
so as to be glareless; (2) sources must be
so placed as to be out of the line of
vision when viewing the pictures; (3) the
light should be so controlled that little
falls upon the screen, as this stray light
reduces screen contrasts.
Brightnesses up to 50 foot-lamberts are
suitable in a darkened auditorium; 100200 foot-lamberts during “breaks” in the
presentation. The light from lamps must
be well spread over large areas of reflecting or transmitting surfaces to meet this
requirement. As to placement, the junction of ceiling and side-walls is a first
choice for comfort because it is farthest
removed from one’s line of vision when
viewing the picture, the ceiling is second
best, and the side-wall third choice. In the
latter case, the distribution may be poor
and even low brightness is often objectionable.

Effect of Sound

on

Perception of Colors
Sound improves the visibility of some
colors and interferes with the seeing of
others. Results of an investigation on
colors were reported by P. A. Yakolev,
Helmholtz Institute of Ophthalmology at
Moscow, in 1935.
The area of visual perceptivity in the
eyes of a number of subjects was determined for each color of light by exploring
along eight radii from the center of the
retina. This was done under both silent
and noisy conditions. When an orangered light was used the visual area contracted with the first degree of noise and
still further when the second degree of
noise was used. The results were just the
reverse when the green and blue lights
were used. Neither degree of sound produced any effect on perception of red
light.
While

these

experiments

do

not

Aviation Building
British Pavilion
Celotex Model House
Ford Building
Home Insurance Co.
Model House
Homewood House (All-Gas —
Good Housekeeping Home)
Joseph Horne Co. (Electric
Home Tomorrow)
in The Town of
Howell Mfg. Co. Exhibit
Illinois Exhibit
Italian Pavilion
Johns-Manville Building
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Exhibit
U. S. Government Building
Federal Theatre
Federal Offices

THE CARPET OF TODAY
FOR THE WORLD

OF

If you want to see how beautiful Alexander Smith Carpet looks
when installed and how well it stands up under heavy traffic it
will repay you to see the above installations when you visit the
New York World’s Fair. Alexander Smith & Sons Carpet Co.,
295 Fifth Avenue, New York.

make

any

determination of the degree of perception within the normal area, it would
be expected that better or poorer seeing
would accompany either conditions of
noise or silence. Therefore, a picture seen
in silence will have its color values changed
when viewed to the accompaniment of
sufficient noise.

Modern projection lamps are efficient
and economical. Improved high intensity
projection is no longer the sole property
of the large theatre. Investigate it in
the

new

“simplified”
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ALEXANDER SMITH
CARPET
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By Theodore

MUCH has been written concerning

the dividend value of properly carpeted floors. Much more will be
written because the subject is so important. Yet, despite all the articles written,
and the sage words of the authors, many
theatre owners and managers go blithely
on their way foolishly economizing by buying to price rather than quality and subordinating pattern and color to a false
standard of price.
Every theatre manager and owner should
have hung up in a prominent place in his
office the words “A Cheap Carpet is a
Bad Investment.”
You get no more than you pay for, is
an established fact. Being intimately associated with the manufacture of carpet,
I can honestly say this is a truism against
which there are no arguments. It has
been handed down to us from past ages
and it’s still standing the test of time.
In selecting a carpet for your theatre
two basic factors should be taken into
consideration :
1. Effect on your customers
2. Effect on your pocketbook.
Why

effect on your customers?

* Merchandise
Mills, Inc.

Manager,

Mohawk

A theCarpet

E. Brown’
atre is a place of entertainment and your
customers are entertainment bent. They
come

to you to be lifted out of a humdrum world, they look to you for surcease
from monotony, they want a pickup and a
change from the gray colorless life of

reality. So for your customers’ sake, choose
your patterns and colors with them in
mind. Bright cheerful colors should greet
them when they walk into your lobby,
foyer and those places which are not so
well lighted, and soft restful colors in
lounges, powder rooms where they go for
a few minutes “let-down.”
Color has a tremendous

influence

on

people’s feelings — be sure you make the
most of it for your own benefit. You will
get color in cheap carpets, but the chances
are about 10 to 1 that you will not get the
most effective colorings which you should
have for your particular requirements.
Pattern, too, is important. There should
be a tie-in between pattern and color.
Where bright cheerful colors are recommended, the pattern itself should be exciting, and certainly different from the
type ordinarily used in the home. Your
audiences are looking for change. Why
not give it to them in full?
On the other hand, in places set aside
for lounging, the patterns and colorings
should be such that they create a restful

atmosphere. Try to make just as much a
good impression in powder rooms, rest
rooms and lounges as in the theatre proper.
Don’t interfere with the mood of anticipated pleasure that your patron brings to
your theatre.
You’re a good showman, otherwise you
would not be in the show business; but
even if the show itself is the “piece de
resistance,” the fixings are important too.
And now, what qualities should you use
and where?
For large cinema palaces and sumptuous
theatres in large metropolitan centers,
chenille is the weave for combating the
heavy wear of traffic lanes.
This weave, the “tops” in rug weaving,
is expensive in initial cost, but considered
on a wear per dollar basis, it finishes first.
It’s feeling of luxury under foot, and appearance to the eye are added values sometimes overlooked.
To cite just one example: A large theatre in the country’s largest city purchased a large oval chenille rug, with the
expectation of about two years wear. At
the end of 10 years the rug was still going strong despite the pounding of hundreds of millions of footsteps. Yes, per
dollar value, chenille is worth more than
passing interest. Consider the best for
your foyer, when you are installing carpet, particularly if your daily audience
runs into the thousands.
In this same class of theatre, for heavy
traffic lanes, a well constructed closely
woven Wilton carpet is also recommended.
Wilton has a reputation for wear-service
built on satisfactory performance over a
long period of years, a reputation of
proven merit based on actual usage handed down to us from the past. For promenades, stairs and aisles, the sturdy construction of wilton is not only recommended but urged. For lounges, powder rooms
and such, there is no better carpet weave
available.
In large theatres, where admission prices
are tops, your clientele wants more than
tops in shows, they want tops in surroundings, too. A combination of chenille
and Wilton carpetings, made up in well
selected patterns and colors, is bound to
satisfy even the most fastidious, and you
will be well repaid for the entire investment in high grade floor coverings, because you have a lot of plusses which add
up to real savings as the years roll along.
Perhaps equally important, you attract
the people who can afford the tariff and
The foyer of the Alhambra Theatre, at
Alhambra. California, presents an example of floors “ respectfully treated” with
fine carpets. Functional furnishings and
efficient lighting complete the touch of
hospitality .
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you keep them coming despite the ups and
downs of the business cycle.
Stepping down in price but with a
weather eye on that ever present wear
coefficient, I would recommend a finer
quality wilton of the saxony or tufted type
for lobbies, foyers, promenades — a good
quality regular wilton for lounges, and a
printed velvet for stairways and aisles.
In saxony or tufted wilton you get the
luxuriousness under foot which so impresses, you get the pattern and coloring possibilities so desirable for eye appeal, and you get wear.
Regular wilton, with its velvet-like top
has all the essential factors you should
be careful to look for in a carpet, yet at
a price that is reasonable by comparison.
Going down another notch in the price
scale, lobbies, foyers and such first impression places can be covered with a fine
quality wilton or a printed velvet that
ranks at the top of this weave. Definiteness of pattern and color, depth of pile
are attainable in either of these two
selections.
A high grade printed velvet carpet will
give complete satisfaction. This type of
carpet will allow you full reign in selection of pattern and color, and wear
that reflects a fine proportion to its
dollar value.
Last, but by no means least, for the
local or neighborhood theatre, the patrons
of which generally have a fixed schedule
of weekly attendance, I would advise that
just as much attention be paid to the floor
coverings as in the largest theatre. Here
the audiences are made up of people with
whom you are constantly in contact; people who regard attendance at your theatre
as a part of their regular social life. To
these people then, who are more intimately connected with your theatre, it is
all the more important that your carpeting present the proper appearance and
give the proper service. No irritation is as
annoying as a constant and regular irritation. For your regular customers to be
constantly confronted with defective,
shabby or badly colored carpeting simply
is not good showmanship. And, of course,
it is a fundamental fact that a well carpeted floor helps the acoustics tremendously.
For theatres of the neighborhood house

Readers who contemplate recarpeting
ayid who may be in doubt as to the
advisability of laying new carpets over
old linings are invited to send a small
swatch of the present lining fabric to
The Modern Theatre Information Bureau for a free test. A prompt report
will be made on the quality, condition
and serviceability of your old lining, together with recommendations as to its
further use or replacement in the interest of protecting your investment in
new carpets. Address your inquiry to
THE MODERN THEATRE INFORMA-
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constantly maintain “house appeal,” and
present an immaculate appearance. It is
an error in salesmanship to present an
untidy and littered floor to patrons entering your theatre. They demand pleasant and well kept surroundings and you
must recognize that demand, if you are
to do your job well.
Incidentally, you do yourself a service
if you keep your carpeting thoroughly
clean and serviced because in so doing

you lengthen its life. Dirt and grit, which
in a public place is constantly being
brought in by people, has an abrasive and
cutting action and removal by systematic
cleaning is the best insurance for good
service and a long lived carpet.
New lighting applications and fixtures
will work wonders in dressing up a theatre’s interior. Styles and adaptations
were never more attractive and versatile.
Try a new decorative scheme to give the
boxoffice a “lift.” Patrons are generally
interested in the progress of such work and
are delighted with the result.

New "shore" theatre scores with
FLUORESCENT AND INCANDESCENT LIGHTING !

CLAIRE TREVOR X
GEORGE BANCROFT
•STAGECOACH"

General

Architect teas Paul Matzinger of
Cleveland. Installation by the Gustav
Hirsch organization of Columbus, O.,

Carpet Lining Test

TION BUREAU, 332 S. Michigan
Chicago, Illinois.

type I would again suggest carpeting in
the high grades of printed velvet.
Finally the question of maintenance must
enter into the picture. Whether it be the
greatest of cinema palaces or the smallest
of neighborhood houses your theatre should
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TO BUY COOLING EQUIPMENT
WITH A 15 YEAR RECORD FOR
DELIVERING COMFORT COOLING
AT THE LOWEST DOLLAR COST
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UNITED STATES AIR
CONDITIONING CORP.
MINNEAPOLIS,

MINNESOTA
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Hundreds of sparkling little reflectors intensify the light from low wattage lamps in
the recently modernized marquee of the Midway Theatre, in Chicago.
Deciding to dress up the fronts and as
well the interiors of their three neighborhood theatres in Chicago and to make
them more attractive to passers-by in the
busy shopping centers in which they are
located, Gollos Brothers, Inc., recently effected some striking changes in the Ray,
Woodlawn and Midway Theatres. The
lighting medium used for the renovations
is a relatively new development, Climax
Reflectors, sparkling little bulbs of low
wattage that provide a brilliant, colorful
lighting effect.
At

A

FEATURE

THEY'LL

IN YOUR

APPLAUD

FOR

LOBBY
YEARS

Romo?c|1aoi^
distinctive

furniture

It's, good business to modernize the lobby and lounge with Royalchrome.
Patrons love the sparkle of the finish
. . . the richness of guaranteed Tuf-Tex
leatherette. What's more, Royalchrome
is ideal because it resists wear, and
because it is easy to keep clean. No
wonder theatre managers everywhere
favor it!
Write today for big catalog. See for
yourself how economical it is to install
Royalchrome.

ROYAL

METAL

MFG. CO.

1138 S. Michigan Ave., Dept. G-l
CHICAGO
NEW
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the Ray Theatre, beautiful and attractive color effects have been attained

by graduating the colors on the marquee
from deep reds and golds into white,
and at the corners dark amber and Signal
green have been used with marked effect.
The interior color lighting is of interest in
this instance also. The foyer is beautifully illuminated by a continuous cove
lighting also in Signal green and this
cool lighting effect is carried out in the

tained in the foyer and the interior of the
is entirely lighted by Signal green

house

reflectors so placed in concealed side-lights
that a restful soft green glow lights the
auditorium during the showing of pictures.
The Midway Theatre with its running
border of Signal green reflectors and
many hundred crystal sparkle-lights in
the soffit presents an attractive sight that
can

be seen for many blocks. The interior of this theatre is also lighted in soft

greens and golds. The theatre’s very large
proscenium area is illuminated at both
sides by pillars of glass in back of which
the reflectors are placed. Concealed
lighting

is most effectively used on pendants, wall brackets and in the ceiling

lights.
Perhaps the most interesting angle involved in the three installations referred
to is the economy of operation effected.
According to George N. Gollos, president
of Gollos Brothers, Inc., a saving of about
$200 a month on current bills for the three

ceiling and side-lights of the auditorium
as well. An outstanding advantage of the
new lighting installation is the fact that
colors may be changed to correspond with

theatres
ment.

the season of the year by the interchanging feature of the roundels which may be
obtained in various colors. This type of
lighting has also been installed in the soffit at the Ray.

Posture-correct seating goes a long way
toward making satisfied customers. When
they are relaxed and comfortable, patrons
are more receptive to whatever program

The

Woodlawn

Theatre

may

has

resulted

from

the

improve-

be presented.

utilizes the new

development equally well. At this house,
the same gradation of color is used on
the running border and brilliant soffit
lighting makes the front most attractive.
A glow of gold blending into soft green
is the motif of the interesting effect ob-

A new screen may be all that is needed
to improve the quality of projection and
sound. Obviously, a yellowed or dirt-clogged screen can have disastrous effects on
picture definition and audibility.
The
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Luminous

Architecture

Lends

Eye

Attraction

In recent years architecture has been
seeking a more skillful, a more colorful
use of light. This architectural demand
for a medium offering diversified colors
and surfaces evenly luminous by better
light diffusion has led to the creation of
color-fused tempered plate glass.
Now luminous color as an integral part
of the structure itself opens up vast new
design possibilities. Luminous buildings
that “give off,” not merely reflect
become beacons of soft, glowing
Theatre fronts are created that
every eye to attention.
The new development — three to
times stronger than ordinary plate

MOHAWKS'
Spectacular
^/••SILENT

light,
color.
bring
seven
glass

and highly resistant to thermal shock — is
offered in a wide range of colors, translucent or opaque. Therefore, it becomes the
logical companion of colored structural
glass in achieving full realization of modern design possibilities in theatre fronts
and in details for effective interiors.

Purchase of Plant Adds
More Celotex Products
Through

the purchase

Mohawks play "walk-on"’ parts in
movie houses from Broadway to the

of the properties,

crossroads. For Mohawks

plant, good will and manufacturing facilities of the American Gypsum Company,

for the theater — spectacular and

Port

Clinton, Ohio, The Celotex Corporation, according to H. W. Collins, vice-president in charge of merchandising, enters
the gypsum business and broadens its
scope of service to the building industry.
The move brings the corporation another
step closer to rounding out the present
diversified line of Celotex products.
The latest move adds a complete line of
gypsum wallboards, liner boards, gypsum
lath and gypsum block, base and finish
coat gypsum plasters, specialty plasters,
acoustical plaster, land plaster, lime,
building products and accessories.
The

showy
the lobby
"Union the
Pacific”
on the inscreen.
Butas down
long
aisles inside, deep-piled Mohawks
are silent as the "Perils of Pauline"’
— shush the constant shuffle of coming and going feet. Mohawks

weave

The

pets as Rialto, Scotia or the Broadway Group, you'll find just the right
carpet for your house.
Write for your free copy

announce-

Mohawk’s

American

Gypsum

Division

are

versatile — in such theater-wise car-

Celotex Corporation by adding the “Celotex” trade-mark to all existing packages.
As rapidly as possible, the manufacture of
such materials will be extended to other
points strategically located throughout
to the

stand up under the sort of

traffic you like to see. Mohawks

trade-marks will be continued under their
present names and markings. These
trade-marks will be identified with the

according

are as

long lived as the "'boy meets girl”
theme . . . their strength and tight

well known line bearing the Anchor, Indian Head and White Rock

the country,
ment.

are bred

of the

new

"Those

Celotex Corporation comprises a wellequipped, up-to-date plant at Port Clinton, Ohio. The property includes a suply of high grade gypsum rock which it is
estimated is sufficient to supply the needs
of this plant for more than a century
from three rich veins which have already been opened.
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Complete remodeling at this time is the
answer to the problems of a theatre that
is old, run-down and harassed toy competition. Put it back in the money-making class.
Carpet the theatre with quality. Only
quality floor coverings can withstand the
gruelling traffic that the modern theatre
must withstand.
BOXOFFICE
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MOHAWK

CARPET

MILLS,
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DISCUSSION OF ACOUSTI-DECORATIVE
EFFECTS FOR MODERN THEATRE INTERIORS

Lighting and Decorating are Two
Inseparable Companions
By Harms

TING ,a n d
1|
I IGH
decorating are
twins and should
be treated as such —
in reality, Siamese
twins — because they
cannot be parted. Regardless of how artistical y a decorating
scheme is developed,
if it has not been
given the proper lighting, it will be a lost
effort and largely a waste
money.

ever, we feel that in most instances auditorium lighting is insufficient.
It is absolutely necessary to hide the
source of all light in this portion of the
theatre, because it is essential not to rob
the patrons of the utmost comfort in enjoying the presentation on the screen. But
it is also very detrimental to the rich atmosphere of a well-decorated house to
give it the appearance of a photographer’s
dark room. The lighting should cast an
even, flattering glow on the walls above
the eye level of the patron.
of time and

The greatest problem, of course, is the
correct lighting of the auditorium. How to
get the most suitable effect with the least
amount of lighting. Our experience has
taught us that it is hardly necessary to
caution theatre owners not to use too
much light in order not to distract the
patrons’ attention from

* Theatre

R. Teichert*

the screen; how-

Decorator, Chicago, Illinois.

Avoid

Overdoing

It

A well-planned decorative scheme is not
too ornamental nor too colorful. Over-doing either is liable to irritate the patrons.
Moderation has a tendency to dramatize
the proscenium area and the picture
screen, which is the most important factor after all. The reference “too colorful”
should not be taken too literally, however,
because color creates the right atmosphere
if used in not too contrasting shades. The
most advisable scheme is a monotone, by
which we mean the use of one strong

A close-up of Mr. Teichert’s “private corner,’’ which also contributes some interesting impressions of decorative effect and
lighting efficiency — without extravagance.
color in different shades in preference to
complementary colors. Blue, a decidedly
atmospheric color, is predominantly used
today. Let us give you an example along
this line:
The

ceiling, if very high and too ornamental, should be kept in a midnight blue
(a purple-blue, dark), in order to blacken
it out as much as possible. If low and
pleasing in design, it often helps the appearance of the auditorium if the ceiling
is kept light, either light blue, electric
blue (toward the turquoise), or even in
complementary hues of rose or oranges,
with not too much ornamentation since it
is advisable to keep the attention of the
customers more on normal eye level.
Walls should be in shades of bright, brilliant blues in this case, maybe pronouncing the pilasters in a complementary tone
or drawing more attention to pleasing
panels which are well-decorated and
specially lighted. Discard the old idea of
lighting on the pilasters where the effectivenes is so limited. Against this, a
warmer toned dado in a reddish wine
color with aisle carpet to match. Draperies in blue or wine shades with as little
pattern as possible.
Simplifies

Lighting

Problem

To effectively light a house using this
scheme is comparatively simple even during the performance, since blues keep their
brilliancy and do not wash out if not directly lighted. Meaning, the surfaces will
appear vibrantly blue even in the dark,
whereas, for instance, red will appear as
no color at all; it will blacken out completely. In order to enhance the blue effect, use indirect blue lighting, which adds

This scene in Mr. Teichert’s new offices in
Chicago quite well exemplifies the points
covered in his article. Here many elements
of decorative technique combine to create
a pleasing, hospitable welcome to the
visitor.
The MODERN

THEATRE
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to a very interesting atmospheric appearance. In order to subdue the blue effect,
use red; or if more light is required, use
rose tint which will add warmth to the
scheme. Stay away from orange and amber bulbs as they will change the color effect to grey, and also avoid yellow lights,
which will give a bilious green appearance.
Decorations should not be too small in
detail but more of the large, all-over pattern; not necessarily imitating damask
covering or Gobelin tapestries, but large
in scale. Smart periods are the NeoClassic and Baroque, or stylized modern
conventional designs which can easily be
incorporated into any period that might
be prevalent in any given house at any
particular time.
Try to keep old plaster ornamentations
in the dark and light the middle of the
panels where you have the liberty to apply designs and panels in the more modern manner. Most effective are the negative schemes using lighter color for the
applied decoration against darker, brilliant backgrounds.
A decorative scheme of that kind adds
still more to the transparency of the effect and gives an illusion of space. The
eye is not stopped by a solid wall and it is
easy to obtain even third dimensional effects. Uninteresting walls can be shaded
into fluted appearance, creating concave
and convex illusions, or they can be shaded into over-lapping panels staggering the
walls toward the front or back of the
auditorium.
Dramatizing

pleted at 620 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, which will illustrate what can be
done with a little planning even in a
business office. Our new offices show
and demonstrate at least ten examples of
different modern wall treatments from
murals to the use of decorative fabrics,
glass, wood veneer, lighting, etc., which
we think would make a visit to our new
home well worth your while.
We will also be able to supply numerous
photographs of executed work and colored sketches of decorative designs in the
modern manner. Our place is a combination of office and show-room and we think
we have created a most interesting atmosphere.
The

wide-awake

decorator has an un-

limited supply of new decorative tools and
materials at his command today and is
only too anxious to use them in creating
new, startling effects. With the tremendous strides that the motion picture industry is now taking to keep abreast of
the times, it is only logical that the exhibitor should show the same interest in
creating an auditorium befitting the effort that has been spent by the picture
producers.
Painting and decorating, ingeniously
planned and applied and properly illuminated, will show the biggest improvement
at the least expenditure. And that makes
it a wise investment.
Think it over — and let us know if we
can help you with your problems.

\

Fixtures

The

application of light-reflecting surfaces, circular, oval or square behind lighting fixtures can add greatly to their appearance. Wisely used, these effects tend
to dramatize the appearance of certain fixtures into much larger scale, even changing the complete shape of existing lighting fixtures by painting the surrounding
wall to make it appear as part of the lighting fixture.
All of these schemes do not apply to
only smooth finished walls, but they can
be used just as effectively over acoustically treated surfaces. In some cases, the
texture of these surfaces even adds to the
effect.
Accompanying this article, we submit
two views of our new offices, recently com-

/wWi

WE GO TO
THE THEATRE

BY MODERNIZING

Advisory Service
Since modern theatre decorating is
a specialized art requiring counsel,
creative talent and planning ability
which are not usually available at all
points of the country, Mr. Teichert
has agreed to serve our readers in an
advisory capacity. He will be glad to
correspond with any of our readers
who may wish information and advice
on decorating procedure. All such inquiries will be given prompt attention.
Address your inquiry to The Modern
Theatre,

332

5.

Michigan

Chicago,

Avenue,

Illinois. It will be immediately referred to Mr. Teichert for
analysis and advice, without obligation.
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of attic over auditorium with 4 inches of
rockwool. It should cost not more than
10 cents to 12 cents a foot in place.
“This will help to keep the heat out,
and I’ll call for it in any event regardless
of what else we may do. Other theatre
owners in Kansas write me they have much
colder water than you report. At Lawrence, Kansas, there is a 55 degree ‘brine’
that’s cold enough for cooling but it eats
ordinary apparatus up.

An

Intimate

Have

Review

of Problems

YOU

Presented

“Why don’t you ascertain from some
reliable well driller the cost of a well delivering say 150 gallons per minute. Should
the asked-for weather bureau reports show
that a washer would surely give indifferent result and a deep well be out of
the question, then I’m afraid you’ll have
to consider mechanical refrigeration which
will be more expensive.

By Gordon

H. Simmons*

INCE it has now
been proved to
my entire satisfaction and that of the
editors, too, that you
theatre owners will
write letters when
problems
are approached from your
point of view, and since
I have received so many
interesting inquiries
and calls for help
which provide points for discussion that
might be interesting to many of you who
suffer BUT DON'T WRITE, I am going
to devote my allotted space in the next
several issues to an intimate exposure of
correspondence with my constituency. Confidences will not be abused because the
editor has commanded me to withhold
names and places.
So temporarily, at least, I can devote my
time to tugging away at more of your
tough problems and we’ll let the results
speak for themselves. First off, I pick
from my over-stuffed file a letter from an
exhibitor out in
Kansas
The Letter: “For some time we have
been reading your articles in Boxoffice
concerning air conditioning for theatres,
always with the idea in mind that sooner
or later the time would arrive when we
would need to condition our place here
and that our first step would be to ask
your advice as to the best way to do it.
Now we feel that we should make this
improvement before hot weather, hence
this letter.
“Our theatre has 600 seats all on a
main floor with two side aisles and a
middle aisle. The room dimensions are
81 feet long, 48 feet wide, and the ceiling is 20 feet high at the rear and slopes
to 23 feet down to the stage.
“For cooling equipment now we have
simply, air, furnished by two fans powered off two 1V2 h.p. motors set in the
rear of the building and furnishing the
air through two metal grilles one on each
*Air Conditioning
Wis.
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Engineer, Milwaukee,

side, and it is around 12 feet from the
bottom of the grilles to theatre floor. Up
in the roof in front we have ventilators
which when the fans are in action we
keep open as well as our front doors.
“We are in a small town of 1,400 people and our take runs from $250 to $400
a week with a present average of about
$330 per week. We do not feel that we can
afford refrigeration and wonder if the ah
washer is not the best answer to our problem. We have a double back door in the
rear of our building behind the stage and
sound apparatus where a washer might be
placed. While we have no extra money to
spend on this improvement, yet we want
to make it adequate so that when installed
our patrons will be comfortable in hot
weather. Temperature of our city water
in summer is approximately 71 to 75 degrees.
“If this is sufficient data for you to
figure on, all right, if you need additional
information let us know what it is and
we will be glad to furnish it to you. We
want to know not only what is the properequipment for our needs but of whom to
buy so as to get value received. Your
advice will be much appreciated. — C.S.L.”
The Answer: “I received your inquiry
and have carefully read your letter. Naturally you want air conditioning at a cost
that will not require you to mortgage the
old homestead, as one theatre owner recently wrote me.
“But it all hinges upon whether or not
an air washer will do the job for you in
your locality. Where the climate is dry
(humidity out-of-doors always low) it is
the logical thing to use. And it will give
good results. Better have your nearest
weather bureau send me a daily log of temperatures and humidities for an entire
summer season. Then I can intelligently
advise you.
“Theatre

owners usually send me a dimensioned sketch of their houses. The

drawing can be crude if plenty of dimensions are given. I need a front elevation
of the stage-end of your house showing
location and size of present air supply outlets. Also need to know the c. f. m. capacity of present blower.
“One thing you can do and it will be
a great help: You can insulate the floor

“I did air condition a theatre in Louisiana using 70 degree water and a compressor for what could be called a twostage cooling system, and thereby saved
money over a 100 per cent compressor job
which is quite expensive. But good.
“In your case and with 600 seats, I
would say that with a system of this kind
a 20-ton compressor would be needed. But
your letter indicates that you would like
to do something for a modest expenditure.
Am afraid this plan of conditioning would
not be modest compared to a washer or
cooling coils and a not too expensive deep
well.
“I think we should explore the possibilities of using a washer and failing this,
water cooling coils and a well, before we
compile cost figures on a mechanical refrigeration job.
“If you care to send me a home-made
dimensioned sketch of your house showing space available for equipment, I’ll make
you a plan for whatever system is most
economical for you after I get the needed
information.
“You can then present this plan to any
air conditioning firms you care to and ask
for a price based on these plans. Am
reasonably sure some of these firms will
try to persuade you to change the plans
to accommodate their specifications. It has
happened before.
“I do know that most of these salesmen are sincere. Just uninformed. There
is no universal conditioning apparatus,

Are You Confused?
The subject of Air Conditioning explained in common, non-technical
every-day terms becomes less baffling
to the man who wants to buy equipment. If you are confused regarding
the application of air conditioning to
your theatre, write a letter to Gordon
H. Simmons, 926 N. Cass Avenue,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, outlining your
conditions, seating capacity, room
dimension, present equipment, etc.
Give him the facts, ENCLOSE POSTAGE for reply and he’ll be glad to
analyze your layout and give you unbiased recommendations on your requirements.
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though most of them
Local conditions need

seem to think so.
to be looked into,

and sometimes the theatre owner’s pocketbook. For there is no sense in designing
a

$20,000 job when only
able. At least, that much

$2,000 is availwill buy a good

ventilation system and an insulated ceiling, so a theatre owner should stop there
until he can take the second step.
“If the ventilation system is installed
for future air conditioning use, and space
allowed for future apparatus, no investment is lost. But I have seen so many
lousy ventilating systems that just have
to be ripped out and replaced whenever
conditioning is installed.
“I don’t mind giving you a plan if you
will use it. You can follow it a step at
a time. The first thing called for is an
insulated ceiling. Go ahead with this

holes

so

that

all air passing

over

African

also “who”
like it hot.

“Now insulate your auditorium ceiling
with 4 inches of rockwool. Put it on the

occupies

your

balcony.

They

“Your sketch shows 300 seats on main
floor and 200 seats in balcony. Total 500
seats. Your letter says you’ve got 30,000
c.f.m. of air. Well Goodness Gracious!
this ought to be enough air.
“Cut
at the

two holes right through the roof
extreme rear of balcony on each

sidewall of the building. Make ’em anyhow 30 inches by 30 inches and install
usual ventilator hood to keep the rain out.
Should you use spinner top ventilators,
it will be all to the good. I want these

floor

contingent will be promptly
livered out-of-doors.

officient
your
attic.
If you
haven’tin sufroom for
a man
to work
the

in place.
“You will need two air supply outlets
on each side of your screen. Get the top
of these outlets within two feet of your
ceiling line and make these openings as
long and narrow as possible, rather than
square. If you can come in over the screen
(Continued

on

page

46)

Alabama
The

Letter: "From reading your articles in Boxoffice and your 'Q-and-A’
Corner in The Modern Theatre section,
I would like to get a little of your advice.
“I am enclosing a rough sketch of our
house. We are having trouble cooling the
house and have no money to buy new
equipment. The blower we have is a
and moves about 30,000 c.f.m. As you
see from the sketch, we have only one
inlet, and this is on the left side of the
house. The air on the right side moves
to the front of the house and only a small
amount at that. We have an old type
deflector and that may be partly responsible for the poor distribution. The balcony gets awfully hot when there is a
crowd there even though we let part of
the air out upstairs under this condition.
“We

have built an air washer and installed it over the fan inlet and we’re
thinking of putting another outlet on the
other side of the screen. What would you
suggest about another outlet, and where
should it go? By the way, the doors (where
the air gets out) are 6 feet by 6 feet,
but the foyer is solid. We have more
trouble on the back rows, in the corners
and at the front than anywhere else. We
thought of putting a curtain between the
foyer and auditorium and that would give
us a complete outlet and stop the dead
spots in the back of the house.

The Answer: “Replying to your letter of
the 10 th enclosing sketch showing your
conditions, let me advise that a cooling
system is not possible with what you have.
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High Velocity Air Diffuser.
The Anemostat draftlessly and evenly distributes conditioned air and
thereby equalizes temperature and humidity; thus your patrons may
enjoy the performance in perfect comfort.
The Anemostat permits greater temperature differentials, smaller ducts,
smaller plants, lower installation and operation costs. The Anemostat
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de-

attic, hire a firm to blow it in. Should
not cost you over 10 cents per square foot

much now. — G. H. S.’’
Next in line we pull out a letter from
a subscriber down in

“Any information you will give us will
be greatly appreciated. — J. N. F.”

your

“However, we can get better air distribution, if that is what you want. Coming
from the South, I know your climate and

IS BETTER

THAN

CITY

ITS AIR DISTRIBUTION"
AN-33-B

instead of on each side of it, this would
be better.
“But let me know how much length of
opening you can get and I will tell you
what depth to make them. This is more
important than you might think.
“Next, install a good air diffuser grille.
I can pick it out for you after you give
me the needed information to determine
proper shape and size.
“You should have vents extending from
roof to under balcony, but I assume you’d
rather not go to this expense right now.
Then, keep your front doors open to let
air pass out of doors and under balcony.
Shut the front doors and under balcony
will be stuffy. — G. H. S.”
Delving again into the depths of my
distended filing case, I dig out a billet
doux from a puzzled exhibitor in

is urgent, please let me know and I’ll
do all possible to handle it with dispatch.
“Should you be near Terre Haute, maybe
you should come over there when I start
up the new installation for the
Theatre. I could explain so much to you
while being able to demonstrate at the
same time. Conversation is so cheap yet
showmen seem to fall for it. Just like a
young girl being beguiled by a Casanova.
And I don’t blame Casanova either. Maybe I’m just jealous.
“At any rate, I’m at your service. Let’s
forget all about compensation until I prove
I’m able to help you, and then you be
the judge. ‘Honest John,’ that’s me. But
maybe you’d better hide your pocketbook
should I come down. — G. H. S.”
Next out of the heap we pull a call for
Mississippi
help from another
showman down in

Illinois
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Letter:

“I have

read your many

articles in Boxoffice for the past three
years and I really am convinced now by
the answers to the many letters from Mr.
Synnes, of New London, Iowa (recently
published herein), you really have the
right idea on theatre air conditioning.
“I believe I have the same troubles confronting me that Mr. Synnes was confronted with and although I have been
trying to get some help from the company
that sold me the blower three years ago
and have not gotten any place with them,
as a last resort I will turn to you and I
believe that you can straighten me out,
anyway I hope so.
“I don’t believe that I can explain just
what my troubles really are by mail but
I am taking some photos of the outside
and interior of the theatre and if you will
grant me some of your time I will gladly
save you the time of driving down here
by me driving to Milwaukee and at that
time I will lay my troubles before you.
“I would like for you to set the date
and the time when you think that you
could see me and also about what the
charges will be. I would like to have an
appointment for Monday or Tuesday,
March 20 or 21, preferably March 20 in the
afternoon.
“I too am one of those sucker showmen
that has been taken for a ride on air conditioning equipment and after three years
and no success with it I think it’s about
time that I was getting wise to myself
and finding out just what is wrong and

watt.

how to remedy it. — E. L.’’
The

Answer:

“Have

just returned

to

Milwaukee after more than a month’s absence and found your letter of the 11th
awaiting me.
“I was all over your state and had I
known you would like to see me, I’d gladly
have driven over. Now I don’t know what
part of Illinois contains
and I
wish you’d let me know.
“Much better for me to come down and
look over your installation than for you
to come here, unless of course you can
bring your theatre with you.
“The only charge I make is for gasoline for my Zephyr and hamburgers for
me. If your troubles are smoothed out and
you want to make a contribution, all such
are gratefully accepted and large ones in
proportion. But none will be asked for.
“Will need a few days anyhow, to get
on top of my mail, which has accumulated
on my desk like winter snow on some of
these Wisconsin roads. But if your matter

He

writes: “I operate a 350-seat the-

atre and am having trouble with the air
distribution from our blower. I have enclosed a rough sketch of the house. We
have a 20,000 c. f. m. blower and an air
washer.
“We admit the air on one side of the
screen, the outlet is 34 by 48 inches, and
is 8 feet from the floor. We have a directional louvre and a hydraulic speed
regulator on our blower.
“The air is exhausted out the four front
doors and two outlets at the back of the
balcony. We have severe drafts in places
and dead spots in other parts of the house
or a backward motion of the air.
“Our washer does a good job under most
conditions but .you can’t expect much as
our city water in summer is about 80
degrees.
“We have installed four inches of rockwool in the ceiling and it has helped to
relieve the heat load.
“I have enclosed postage for reply. I
would greatly appreciate any suggestion
youMy may
offer.
J. W.”
reply:
“I —have
your sketch and letter
of March 10th before me. On that very
day I was in Gulfport and had I received
your letter in time, might have been able
to drop in to see you. A personal inspection always is best. But I can diagnose
your troubles from your sketch.
“Letting air into your house from only
one outlet is bad; very bad. You should
at least have another outlet on the opposite side of your screen to balance it. Since
you advise you have a 20,000 c. f . m. blower,
this would mean you’d have to dump 10,000
c. f. m. through each outlet and this is too
much. But dumping 20,000 c. f. m. through
one outlet is much

worse.

“Make both of these openings as long
and as narrow as possible, but make them
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both as big as possible. Your one outlet
34 by 48 inches causes your air to rush
through it at a velocity of 1,700 feet per
minute. This is three times too much.
Your total openings for your air should
be three times what you have.
“The bottom of all openings should be
not less than 12 feet from the floor instead of 8 feet. And these openings should
have a grille with a special air diffusing
core designed for its particular location.
If you could get a third opening in the
proscenium arch directly over your screen,
that would be fine.
“If you care to advise how much room
is available for the grilles I have mentioned, I will locate them for you and see
that the factory supplies a grille exactly
suited for your needs. They cost $3.25
per square foot. Do this and your air distribution troubles are licked. — G. H. S.”
Short and snappy but to the point comes
a letter from a theatre man down in little
old

Rhode Island
Says he: “As a reader of Boxoffice and
your department, I would like to get as
much dope on air conditioning as possible.
I can get cold water from a well here. The
water is about 55 degrees. There is a
river in back of the theatre where I can
get rid of any amount of water.
“Now I would like to know if I can cool
this house with that and if so what I
would need in the line of c. f . m. and duct
work or if I would have to go into mechanical refrigeration.
“I am enclosing a rough sketch of house
that I hope will be of some use, as this
is a small town and if the cost of cooling
the house is too great, it will pay to close
in the summer. — H. R. C.”
Response: “Have just returned to Milwaukee to recuperate from a month’s vacation and found your letter of the 9th
awaiting me. So I hasten to answer your
questions as best I can.
“In the first place, a perfect cooling job
can be done with 55 degree water. Provided it is properly engineered. Improper
engineering is the cause of so much grief
which is why I am being called on by
grief-stricken theatre owners.
“Your sketch shows auditorium 60 feet
by 40 feet. Therefore, no overhead duct
system is necessary. You can get proper
air distribution from stage-end of your
house, provided your air distribution is
properly engineered. Simply cutting a hole
in a wall and dumping air through it makes
a lousy job no matter how worthy the
apparatus back-stage may be.
“You should have 15,000 c. f. m. for your
job. I’d want 13,000 for the auditorium
(440 seats) and 2,000 c. f. m. at least, for
foyer and lobby.
“You show 10 feet from rear building
wall to proscenium, and if you have the
usual rear exits, there doesn’t seem to be
much room for apparatus in this space.
Apparatus should be located at this end
of house if an economical installation is
desired. Saves long ducts.
“Send me a sketch showing space available for equipment and I’ll try to fit it in
for you. The sketch you sent is adequate to enable me to design your air
distribution. You will get no drafts.

trols and grilles costing about $250.00.
Cooling coils and a blower costing around
$1,000.00. Plus a deep well and a pump,
but I can’t give you a figure on that from
here.
“If you want a plan, I’ll make it for
you after I get the needed sketch showing where equipment should be placed.
What have you got under your stage? —
G. H.S.”
So, dear readers, that takes care of a
modicum of my hand-picked inquiries,
chosen for their interest to others who
may have like problems. More will follow
in next issue. And do you know — what
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with being swamped with “fan mail,” I’m
beginning to find it hard to do my quota
of fishing and stuff.

Drinking Fountain Is
a Good-Will Promoter
It’s good business to provide customers
with thirst-quenching satisfaction. Cool,
refreshing drinking water in clean, sanitary, attractive surroundings cultivates
friendly relations. A modern drinking
fountain also reduces expenses and brings
substantial savings when compared with
many old-fashioned systems which are
costly and wasteful as well as unsanitary.
Added to the savings in cleaning, maintenance, time, water bills and cooling costs,
a modern fountain gives prestige, improves appearances and makes surroundings look up-to-date and healthful.
A new drinking fountain recently announced by the Voigt Company is particularly adapted to theatre use. It is attractive and completely sanitary, with an
angle-stream drinking jet and mouth
guard. A circular mirror is also a part of
the fixture to make it attractive to the
ladies, and two chromium plated lumiline brackets are mounted on the mirror
for illumination and beauty of the fixture.
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RUSSIALOID
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Artificial Leather for Seating
Mod ern theatre designers and owners are specifying RUSSIALOID because it is smarter looking
and wears better,
RUSSIALOID insures long and satisfactory service. Cleans easily. It comes in many fast colors
and varied patterns.
Write us for samples.
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CONDUCTED IN COLLABORATION WITH LEADING THEATRE ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS

Details on the Rejuvenation
Old New

of an

Jersey Theatre
Description

of a recent

modernization

from pictures and particulars supplied
FRIEDMAN,

of National

pany, New York

Theatre

project
by F. L.

Supply

The colorfully coefficient front entrance
of the renewed Colony Theatre.

Com-

City.
The foregoing faults were completely
overcome in a thorough renovation of the

T

IS most

encouraging

to contemplate

and comment upon the increasing number of old theatres which are being
made

over and brought up to date artistically and mechanically through the medium of efficient, functional planning. It
appears that current building activity is
centering on this type of project, which

means that property modernization is being taken more seriously by present theatre
owners.
Old theatre rejuvenation in a majority
of cases can be taken as a sure sign that
ownership has awakened to the fact that
territorial rights of priority can best be
protected by a wise investment in House
Appeal.
Competition, either imminent or implied,
may not have had anything to do with the
case at hand. Regardless of what reason
may have induced the move, it is logical
to argue that results accomplished have
created

a degree

of immunity

from

com-

petition that was not present
project was undertaken.
Pacts at Hand
Prior

before

the

to the treatment hereinafter described, the old building which now houses

Harry Doniger’s new Colony Theatre, at
Union City, New Jersey, was a ramshackle affair. It was a typical old theatre, resembling many of those still in
existence which have not been remodeled
in years. The house was built for a theatre over 20 years ago and was designed
for stage productions, with boxes down
front and organ lofts at the sides.
Almost nothing had been applied in the
way of repairs or improvements to the
house since it was built. The chairs were
extremely uncomfortable and in a state of
dilapidation; carpets torn, worn and dirty;
rest rooms cramped and unclean; acoustics poor and the projection and sound
equipment were capable of only poor quality picture presentation.

entire premises, conducted under the
sign and supervision of John Eberson,
architect.

In

addition

to

the

dethe

improve-

ments just stipulated, the entire atmosphere of the place was changed from a
"dump” to that of a delightful, modern
movie theatre.
Needless to remark that the patronage
of the new Colony Theatre has improved
greatly since the transformation and the
owner is said to be cashing in on the improvements which have been needed for
so long.
Interesting highlights of the improvement effected are given in the following
case history of the project:
The exterior front facade of the theatre
is treated in brilliant colored structural
material, divided by stainless steel strips,
forming a striking but pleasant modern
design. The poster frames are now in
accordance with contemporary design,
using stainless steel. The marble base gives
a lasting quality and a most beautiful
effect.
A “Punchy”
The

exterior

Front

vestibule

floor was

given

a new tile non-slip floor arranged in a
brilliant colorful design. All exterior doors
were treated with modern hardware and
the marquee has the latest “V” type design with a neon bull-nose running across
the soffit of the marquee and returning
into the building. The entire color scheme
of the marquee, shadow boxes, facade,
doors and accessories is blended into a
harmonious “punchy” front.
An interesting perspective

meets

view from the main lounge into the
room. An unusual effect is secured
use of wall paper on only a portion
ladies’ room and blending these

the

ladies’
by the
of the
designs

into the ceiling itself. The room is furnished in the latest of modern substantial furniture. Once more a careful study
of color blending of carpet, furniture, materials, paper and pictures was made in
order to lend a harmonious and pleasant
atmosphere.
The

old plaster walls in the inner

lobby

An interesting view of the inner lobby of
the Colony as it appears after renovation.
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All Exhibitors ,
Please Note
If you
otherwise
are

have

recently

modernized

particularly

please

remodeled

your theatre

proud

of the

or
and

result,

send us photographs and details. Through the presentation of

these Case

Histories, it is our purpose

to raise the standard

of theatre

con-

struction and outfitting and thus render a service to the entire industry.
Your cooperation
Editor.

is requested. — The

First floor and balcony sections of the Colony’s renovized auditorium as seen from
the proscenium. Reseated most comfortably, completely redecorated and modernized
in every

particular,

prevails throughout

an

atmosphere

that contributes

to pleasing

entertainment

now

the Colony.

THEATRE

MODERNIZING

GUIDE

Through the co-operation of our affiliated architects, leading manufacturers, their engineers, designers, dealers, contractors and others, a majority of whom are active members of The Modern Theatre Planning
Institute, we are prepared to assist the theatre-owner in selection and
application of all commodities and services needed in remodeling and
modernizing by placing him in touch with dependable sources of supply. As sponsor of the Institute, we strive to impartially relay each
inquiry only to sources of reliable information. However, we do not
guarantee all statements or claims made in connection with products

An attractive perspective of the ladies’
room as seen from the main lounge.

offered.
were

covered with a treatment of decorative insulative interior finish materials
applied in modern design. Display frames
are placed conspicuously in the lobby area,
but there is no tendency to clutter up the
scene by cheap out-of-place displays. The
lobby is decorated in brilliant colors and
illuminated by specially designed lumiline
fixtures.
The
of

auditorium was completely redecorated in the modern manner and new chairs

the

most comfortable type were installed. Of particular note at the rear of
the auditorium is a huge mural in depiction of a hunting scene, executed by
Maragliotti. Old stairways at the rear of
the auditorium were remodeled and given
a different modern feeling by the use of
interesting curved rails which continue
upward to merge harmoniously into the
ceiling.
Lighting

System

:: May
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Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan
Chicago, 111.

FOR
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Institute,

please

□ Acoustics
□ Air Conditioning

□ Decorating

□ Amplifiers
□ Architectural

□ Lighting Fixtures

□ Complete

□ Heating
□ Lounge

Equipment
Furniture

□ Plumbing

□ Carpets
□ Coin Changers
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Service

INFORMATION

Fixtures

□ Projectors
□ Projection Lamps
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to have
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data
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to us

Screens
Seating
Signs and Marquees
Sound Equipment

□ Theatre Fronts
□ Ticket Machines
□ Other

Subjects

Modernized

Old-style glass chandeliers were elimiated and a new modern main ceiling fixture was substituted for correct lighting
effect. The old Adam type of plaster
ornament was modernized and punched up
with warm colors, and the new seating
arrangement was smartly enhanced by the
(Continued on page 54)
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EMPHASIZING THE ESSENTIAL PHASES OF
HOUSE HYGIENE IN THEATRE MAINTENANCE

Well-Kept Rest Rooms
Good Will Assets

are a Theatre's

By Milton A. Lesser, B.Sc.

THE theatre, it is said, is a place where

people come to be entertained, to be
released from the everyday, humdrum
activities and cares. But this aura of illusion can be quickly and readily destroyed,
when between acts or after the “feature,”
the patron steps into a rest room that is
unkempt, dirty or noticeably odorous.
A dirty wash room is a definite liability to a theatre, just as a clean one can
be an asset. Since the rest room is frequently the first and last place visited
when attending a show, the impression
created here is very likely to be a lasting
one. It is neither difficult nor expensive
to maintain clean wash rooms. Naturally,
new shiny fixtures and plumbing do much
to impart the impression of brightness,
but these are worthless without proper
care. While replacements may at times
be necessary, the free use of plenty of
soap and water, plus elbow grease is usually sufficient to restore dingy rooms to
bright ones. The same procedure also
serves to maintain this essential cleanliness.
A Check-Up

Suggested

Perhaps your wash room is clean and
bright all the time. However, a critical
checkup of the wash room, with eyes attuned to making corrections where needed, will in all probability reveal many
points where sanitary improvements will
be beneficial.
First, note the floors. If composition —
is the design still discernible? If it is concrete— is the paint worn and patchy with
accumulated dirt? Whatever the worn conditions, soap and water generously used,
wall certainly make your floors appear
more attractive. In all cases, it is preferable that the floors be of the non-skid
type, containing an abrasive, and should
be furthermore, non-absorbent. Flooring
materials that are subject to decomposition and are full of cracks and holes, make
an ideal breeding place for vermin. Where
worn flooring is evident, it should be covered with some plastic material to render
it safe and water-tight and to permit of
ready cleaning.
The walls, too, should be considered.
Are they clean, free of streaks and can
they be kept that way? To make wash
room walls amenable to scrubbing treatment, they should be made of tile or cov-
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ered with a washable
tective surface.

paint or like pro-

Wash bowls are frequent offenders in
the matter of accumulated dirt. A grimencrusted bowl never promotes a feeling
of cleanliness. For this reason it has been
suggested to eliminate stoppers, so that
washing can be done in a regulated stream
of water, that will readily wash all dirt
down the drain. Spattering, of course,
cannot be avoided. It is preferable, therefore, that all basins be of impervious materials which may easily be cleaned with
soap and water.
Both hot and cold water should be provided from a single easily accessible mixing spout that projects over the basin.
Among the major annoyances is to rinse
one’s hands from a spigot that hugs the
sides of the basin. By the same token,
accessory fixtures, such as soap dispensers,
should be clean and bright, free of spigottop incrustations and easily available to
the washer. If they do not come up to a
high standard of utility, they should be
repaired or replaced. Moreover, soap dispensers, whether for liquid or powdered
soap, should serve their function, by containing soap — a too frequent failing of
many soap dispensers found in theatres.
Mirrors should not be located over the
wash basins for maximal cleanliness, but
frequently lack of wall space makes it
necessary that this area be utilized. Mirrors over basins too often display the
sputtered spots sprayed on them by overenthusiastic face-washers. The frames of
the mirrors should also be spotless and
dust-free. The liberal use of cleansing soap
and water is here indicated. Windows,
when present, should share in the cleansing treatment, even if they are made of
translucent glass.
Anent

Drying

towels have the advantage of taking up
little space and requiring but little attention. They can, however, become worthless if the mechanism is jammed so that
the towel does not roll clean, or if when
the roll is finished, the tail end drags
down. Adequate provision should be made
for regularly replenishing the towel roll.
The towel fixture should be preferably
of metal to facilitate cleaning.
The most common practice in theatre
wash rooms is to provide absorbent paper
towels for the use of patrons. This necessitates adequate receptacles for their
disposal, so that the room does not become littered with soaked, soiled towels.
Wire basket containers are not advisable
since they look unsanitary, lose their shape
readily and overflow too easily. All metal
receivers, with swing top covers, which
insure placement of the wet towels, and
which can be easily emptied and cleaned,
are much more preferable. The papertowel containers should be easily accessible, near the wash stands. Nothing is
more disconcerting than to reach for a
towel with dripping hands and to find
none there; the container should hold an
adequate supply at all times.
Warm air driers have their advantages
and economies, but they should not be the
sole drying equipment. These take too long
to free the hands of moisture and, of
course, can be used by only one person
at a time. If, however, a blower-drier is
used, particular attention must be paid to
the flooring at its base, which may readily
become wet and dirty from dripping hands.
Watch

for

Odors

category of objectionable odors may be included not only downright dirt odors, but
also heavy chemical odors which are in
themselves repulsive and give the impression of covering the lack of the use of
soap and water.
The use of cover odorizers is often more
objectionable than the odor they are supposed to eliminate. Ordinary every-day

CITY WATER BILLS

""MAI

For AIR CONDITIONING
and REFRIGERATION

Continuous cooling and
recirculation of the same
water over and over with

Facilities

Next for examination should be the drying facilities. Is the towel supply adequate, sanitary and easily accessible? The
roller towel, for common usage is strictly
taboo in theatrical wash rooms. As a finger-print record of attendance it may be
ideal, but such records should not be kept
in the wash room. The modem modification of the roller towel, equipped with a
stop mechanism so that the patron will
always get a fresh clean towel area at
the press of a button, is widely used. These

Out

Let it be assumed that the floors, walls,
basins, soap, towels, driers, mirrors, windows and such have been checked and
thoroughly cleansed where necessary. Is
your wash room free of objectionable
odors? If not, all the effort and work to
maintain cleanliness is valueless. In the
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cleanliness and the free use of soap are
usually more than adequate to prevent and
to remove the causes of objectionable
smells. The well-kept wash room should
require no “disinfectant” or “floral” odor
to be a pleasant, sanitary place. And,
moreover, many people object to them.
They don’t use them in their homes and
they don’t like them in public places.
Real cleanliness will more than suffice
to prevent all offensive odors. Water
closets, urinals, and other likely places
should be washed often and well with soap
and hot water. Dampness, leading to mustiness and dank odors must be avoided.
This means that ventilation, too, must be
adequate. This can be achieved either by
means of properly placed vents, or by the
use of exhaust fans.
Sufficient lighting, too, is a prime requisite of a good wash room. Lighting fixtures should illuminate every part of the
room. In order to fulfill their function
with the utmost efficiency, the lighting
equipment must be cleaned regularly.
Shades or globes should be removed and
washed in warm suds, rinsed and thoroughly dried before being replaced. Light
colored walls and ceilings heighten the
sense of brightness and cleanliness and
help to increase the illumination.
Ask

Patrons

to Help

A thoughtfully worded sign requesting
the cooperation of patrons in keeping the
wash rooms clean, will meet with surprising response, particularly if the room is
itself clean, well-lighted and wholesome.
Tire most conspicuous sign will utterly fail,
however, if the wash room itself does not
reflect the request.

NEW

LAMP

HOLDERS

FOR LIGHTING

ISPLAY and decorative lighting for
modern theatres is rapidly becoming more practical, economical and
efficient by reason of improvement in
lamps and the production of new devices
which bring out the maximum in effects
desired.
Through the courtesy of Best Devices
Company, of Cleveland, we illustrate a
group of adapters especially designed and
produced by them for G. E. PAR-38 and
R-40 Mazda lamps, which are said to be
ing.
highly
effective for various forms of lightReading from left to right are: (1) An
automatic color wheel unit, equipped with
a 13-inch color wheel for five colors, auto-

matically driven. It has a cast-iron base
with “U” bracket yoke to permit easy
positioning when mounted anywhere desired. The unit is neatly finished in black
crinkle and designed for use on 110-volt,
60 cycle current. (2) The single lamp
holder for R-40 lamps comes complete
with five color media and color holder.
Socket has full swivel action and is mounted on heavy iron base that can be set
most anywhere. (3) The twin lamp holder
for R-40 lamps is the same as the single
lamp type but with two lamps on one
base. Both sockets have independent
swivei action. (4) A clip-up unit for R-40
lamps, which allows attachment to all
sorts
of positions for spot-lighting and
flooding.

The ante room or “smoking” room leading to the lavatories also warrants considerable scrutiny. Here, too, cleanliness
of the walls and floors is most important.
Is the furniture polished and free of dust?
Too often a smoking room looks like a
storage space for old furniture. Torn upholstery and rugs should be repaired;
drapes should be clean and bright; ashtrays should be numerous, conspicuous and
easy-to-hand. It will pay to have an adequate supply of these scattered around,
provided they are emptied and cleaned
often.
One cannot overstress the intrinsic value
of a well-kept, clean, odorless wash room.
Theatre patrons expect it as part of the
comfort and relaxation afforded by the
theatre. Negligence of the wash room may
be markedly evident in the boxoffice receipts.
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MECHANICS OF PROJECTION AND SOUND

Some

Practical

Sources

Pointers

oi Screen

Brightness

CREEN brightness can be made the
subject of a most confusing and controversial argument if one is inclined to delve into the technical aspects
of it. We doubt if any theatre owners
would care to become involved in the
mysterious calcula that invariably crops
out in the discussion of screen brightness
among technical experts. Therefore, we
shall confine the comments herein quite
closely to the common knowledge angles,
or perhaps more clearly to the practical
mechanical phases known as light sources.
The transformation of electrical energy
into illumination that is useful to the efficient transfer of photography to the
moving picture screen is perhaps not such
a problem at the source, but since there
are a multiplicity of contributing factors
or stages through which the whole process
must pass before the result becomes obvious to the patrons in their seats, the
modus operandi is liable to become confusing to the mind of theatre management. Particularly this may be the consideration ifscreen brightness is confined
to only one or two of the many contributing phases.
Since most of these contributing factors
to screen brightness vary widely with the
condition, shape and size of theatres, it
would be next to impossible to apply any
standard that would serve in all cases. Inasmuch as the differences of screen brightness in various houses are large and the
average brightness level is comparatively
small, it must be realized that the producers are unable to make prints that are
suitable to all conditions of operation.
Therefore, it is the responsibility of the
theatre owner and his projectionist to give
each picture presented the utmost clarity
of reproduction and finesse of presenta-
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tion that is within the range of his
mechanical conditions.
Suppose we trace the entire thread of
screen brightness from its source at the
current supply switch and on through its
various mechanical relays right down to
where it rests on the screen, bearing in
mind that all photographic prints vary in
density and tone values and that none is
produced especially for any particular
theatre condition.
The succeeding steps to screen brightness as it may be affected under various
conditions may be enumerated in their
order of functional appearance as follows:
1. Current transforming agent
2. Arc lamp and accessories
3. Reflectors and condensing lenses
4. Intermittent movement
5. Objective lenses
6. Shutters
7. House lighting
8. The screen
Assuming that every theatre owner is
concerned with maximum screen results
and appreciates the fact that one weak
link in the chain serves to destroy the efficiency of all kindred elements, let’s consider each of these eight steps in the order
presented.
1. Current Transforming Agent: Direct
current or some modification or transformation of alternating current is preferable for projection under all conditions.
Therefore, it is necessary to examine and
find out what method of current transformation or rectification is best suited to
the maximum requirements of the theatre,
bearing prominently in mind that an adequate supply of steady current at the arc
is a first consideration. Therefore, the
mechanical means of converting the “line
juice” into useful energy and with minimum waste for the next step should have
the strict attention of theatre ownership.
2. Arc Lamp and Accessories : Selection
of equipment best suited to the conditions
of the theatre is important in this step
also. And here, too, it is again advisable
to deal with the maximum rather than
the minimum. The choice usually lies between high intensity and low amperage
automatic reflector arc lamp operation.
So-called “Simplified High Intensity Projection,” a happy medium between the
high and low extremes, is becoming increasingly popular with theatre owners
throughout the country. Sizes and scientifically formed concavities of the reflectors, individual characteristics of the car-

bon feed mechanisms, sizes of carbons
used and other contributing factors to
screen brightness in the final stage should
be given careful consideration. Capacity
and
fully. smooth-running performance of the
lamp mechanism should be checked care3. Reflectors and Condensing Lenses:
Normal light loss is to be expected in
each of the various steps of a light projection system. Therefore, it is the function of reflectors and/or condensers to
build up, intensify and concentrate the
beam at the aperture plate, the point
where it should penetrate the film at a
peak of intensity. Reflectors and condensing units should be the best obtainable
and kept in their highest possible state of
efficiency, If not, they present an obstacle
to adequate screen brightness.
4. Intermittent Movements: Here the
illusion of animation is imparted to the
film. The process under perfect mechanical conditions naturally entails a light loss.
But scientific research and development
have reduced this loss to a minimum in
modern projector mechanisms. Precision
of manufacture has overcome the severe
drain on screen brightness and film mutilation that is characteristic in old style
and badly worn intermittent movements.
Careful and regular inspection at this
point is advisable in the interest of maintaining screen brightness.
5. Objective Lenses: Screen brightness,

HELL BENT

“Enclosed is a cartoon,” writes Wm.
Kitchen, projectionist at the State Theatre, in Wewoka, Oklahoma, “which you
might use in your projection department
to illustrate a nightmare I recently experienced. It seems that I had left this
world and wound up in the lower regions.
I was put in charge of one of the projection rooms and promptly discovered that
the projectors were not equipped with the
customary sprockets. Upon informing the
Devil of this fact, he said, ‘I know it,
that’s the HELL of it!’ Well, anyway, I
resolved to swear off eating chili before
going
to dream
bed, from
now have
on.” been more
Bill’s
would
realistic and worldly had the Devil furnished him sprockets — but with buck
teeth. Which we are told still provide
plenty of hell for projectionists right here
on earth.
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sharpness of definition and color correction take place at this point or fail to take
place by reason of imperfect magnification of the picture. Projection lenses
should be the best obtainable, since they
contribute an immense value to the projected scene. Imperfect objective lenses
serve not only to reduce screen brightness, but actually distort and destroy the
effect of the projected images.
6. Shutters: Undue light losses are frequently encountered at this point either
by reason of faulty design in the shutter
or its operating characteristics. Late type
projectors are now generally equipped with
rear shutters which besides affording
other advantages are known to contribute
materially to the amount and quality of
light that reaches the screen.
7. House Lighting: Illumination levels
to provide in the auditorium depend somewhat upon the character of the theatre.
However, three points should govern in
order to avoid conflict with the picture on
the screen. The brightness, whether from
source or reflecting surfaces should be low
and glareless. Sources of light should be
so controlled that little falls upon the
screen, as this stray light reduces screen
contrasts and nullifies all other points
covered above.
8. The Screen: If the screen is yellowed
with age or dirty, even the brightest light
which leaves the projection room cannot
be received and reflected properly. Frequent cleaning of the screen and replacement when necessary is the only answer to
this problem. In spite of the fact that it
is practiced to a degree, screen painting
is not advised because the porous surface
and perforations become clogged to the
detriment of sound reproduction. Purchase
of a screen best suited to the size and type
of the house is a prime consideration also
in order to make full use of the delivered
projection light in the most efficient
manner.
If projection light is traced from its

source to output in the aforementioned
manner, and if the weak links are eliminated from the chain, screen brightness,
clear-cut definition and smooth operation
should not long remain a problem. Couched
in simple terms, these practical pointers
may serve to take the bewilderment from
technical considerations of screen brightness.

"ONE TEST is worth a thou-

“The future will probably see the present entertainment offered by motion picture theatres augmented by special television services that will bring current
events to the theatre screens. In due time
the foremost progressive theatre operators
will wish to step forward with installations
of projection apparatus, as soon as services
become available which may be expected
to enhance the value of the entertainment
which the motion picture industry will
continue to provide.
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Allentown,
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FORECAST
Anent the approach of television and
the relation it may bear to theatre business, the following radiogram was sent
to E. A. Williford, president of the Society
of Motion Picture Engineers, by David
Sarnoff, president of Radio Corporation
of America; and read at the banquet of
annual spring convention of the S. M. P. E.
in Hollywood, Thursday evening, April 20,
1939. In addition to members present,
there were several studio heads and producers attending.
“Mr. E. A.
Society of
Hollywood
Hollywood,

Williford, President
Motion Picture Engineers
Roosevelt Hotel
Calif.

“I need hardly tell you that I believe
in the future of television. I feel very
earnestly that the industry of radio and
television and the industry of motion pictures and theatres can be helpful to each
other and thereby to the public both industries seek to serve, if they will study
the problems involved and cooperate in
this new development as far as may be
practical and reasonable.

:: May

27, 1939

Da-Lite Screen Co./ Inc.
2725 N. Crawford

Ave.,

Chicago,

“Recent progress and developments in
television, including the steps taken here
and abroad to institute regular broadcasting service for home receivers and to carry
experimentation into various fields of use,
have focused attention of all interested
executives and engineers, as well as the
general public, upon this new art.

“The RCA Manufacturing Company has
further completed developments of certain special apparatus that may be useful in the study of the technique necessary
to the production of films for television
use. The Photophone Division is granting
rights to its licensees, covering the production of motion picture sound records for
use for television purposes.
“RCA will continue to pioneer in the
development of television, and we confidently look forward to the evolution of a
new and fascinating art, and an industry
furnishing new employment to both capital and labor."

Again As Ever

...Transverter Wins!

Wherever Stamina and Endurance
count . . . the motor generator
type of current conversion easily
demonstrates its superiority.
Ask about the many other outstanding features of the Transverter.
Consult: The National Theatre Supply Co.
In Canada, The General Theatre Supply
Co., or write us

The Hertner Electric Cc.
12695 Elmwood
Exclusive

(Signed) “David Sarnoff"
BOXOFFICE

Since the beginning of the motion picture industry leading theatres have repeatedly chosen Da-Lite Screens for
perfect projection. Write for latest
catalog or see your dealer.

Ave., Cleveland,

Manufacturers

of the

O., U.S.A.
Transverter

111.

Look for the Nerve Center in
Our Small-Town Situations
(Continued
can call them

from page 31)

by their first names

and

they go for that. But I don’t overdo it.
I'm always at the door, whether the picture is good or bad. I have a policy that
if we have a good picture to call my patrons by ’phone and tell them about it.
You’d be surprised how it helps business
to just say, “Hello John, I have a good
picture you’ll want to see and I’m calling
you so youGood
won’tNeighbor
miss it.’ Policy
”
“On the other hand, I tell them when
the picture is a poor one, as nothing hurts
so bad as misrepresenting a bad picture.
TRUE

STORIES

FROM

ALTEC

FILES

V. U. YOUNG,

President,
Theatrical Managers, Inc.,
Gary, Indiana

Inspectors Saved
Important Event,
House Otvner Says
GARY,

INDIANA

—

"For

nearly

a year,

we

had been having trouble with our public
address system at the Palace Theatre here,"
said V. U. Young, president of the Theatrical Managers, Inc. Circuit, "and we were
particularly concerned about its functioning properly during a style show for which
we had enlisted large community interest
and support.
"Our Altec Inspector R. C. Gray, and
D. A. Swanagan, from the Altec Chicago
office, cheerfully put in long hours working
under high tension on the problem, and
never gave up until our troubles were licked.
Our style show was a complete success.
"It is that kind of work by Altec field
men that reminds theatre operators of the
value of Altec service and forcibly reminds
them of how great a protection Altec service is to owner

and manager

alike.”

The Altec service inspector takes personal pride
in belonging to an organization which renders
to its exhibitor customers service that goes beyond the required obligation. Let the Altec man
in your locality explain how Altec service can
"bring out the best” in quality and performance, in the equipment now in your theatre.

_ALTEC
250 West 57th Street, New

OF

54

THE

SERVICE

THE

MOTION

one didn’t come. Of course, you must know
your people, otherwise these ’phone calls
would be too expensive.”
Appraising the trim appearance of his
new theatre in the day-light, Mr. Records
concluded our interview with, “You should
see it at night!” His pride in what he
has provided for the attraction, comfort
and convenience of his patrons is well pronounced, as it should be. It’s a neat job
which well expresses the nerve and initiative which at this time seem to be centered in small-town situations.

Details on the Rejuvenation ofan Old New
Jersey Theatre
(Continued

from page 49)

use of light ivory-toned aisle standards,
which serve to outline the aisles in the
darkness.
A view from the auditorium entrance
toward the proscenium arch affords an interesting survey of the new treatment of
the old areas and the introduction of summer cooling ducts and grilles. The use of
various colored velours in conjunction with
cotton horizontally run fabrics creates a
most interesting effect.
Tiie decorative color scheme was so
blended with the darker colors of the screen
masking that the entire effect forms a
framing for the picture presentation and
results in clear, sharp projection.
Projection and sound equipment of the
latest approved type was installed during
the remodeling process. Since the opening
date, many patrons of the new Colony
have commented to the management on
the clean-cut projection and clarity of
sound, stating enthusiastically that it is
the finest screen presentation they have
ever seen and heard.
And in all, the rejuvenation of this old
theatre in New Jersey seems to have been
a complete success, thanks to efficient
planning and wise judgment in the selection and application of modern materials and equipment.

QUALITY
SHOWS UP
IN BOX OFFICE RECEIPTS
Good projection can influence boxoffice receipts. That's why it pays to
project your pictures through a B&L
Super Cinephor Projection Lens.
True anastigmats — the first to be
offered for projection — produce images
that are critically sharp right to the
edge of even the largest screens. They
are also fully color corrected.

Because your audience's eyes don't
have to compensate for projection defects they will enjoy the picture more
thoroughly. With every show you
make

friends — and

one new

day will pay for a Super
a year. Write for details.

B AUSCH
720

St. Paul St.

patron

Cinephor

a
in

& LOMB
Rochester N. Y.

York City

ORGANIZATION
PICTURE

I have kept track of out-of-town ’phone
calls and out of 25 people called, only

INDUSTRY

Only an experienced theatre architect
can know how to save money and yet
avoid cheapness in theatre construction.
He has only the theatre owner’s interest
at heart.
The MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

SIGN CHECK-UP
You

will save money by having a responsible sign maintenance man clean
your sign and marquee. He not only
cleans them but paints spots that may be
beginning to rust. He checks the housings
to be sure they are clean, removing dirt,
insects, soot, etc., as any accumulation at
this point causes shorting of tubing or
lamps when damp and may mean burnouts.
He replaces loose or missing tube supports and light bulbs. He checks the interior of the sign to make sure transformer
terminals and other wiring connections
are tight and that all equipment is in
good condition. He will check the drain
holes in the bottom of the sign and marquee to see that they are not clogged with
dirt and determine that all service doors
are tightly closed.
He checks guy wires, turnbuckles and
attachments to the building to make sure
your installation is safe. Guy wires weakened by rust and strain due to strong
winds are not only dangerous but will
permit a sign to sway enough to strain
and crack tubing or lamps. This accounts
for much lighting equipment that is discovered broken without apparent cause.

Take a Lesson in Lighting
From Our Two World's
Fairs
(Continued

from

sides of the marquee. But the most important change was made in the changeable letter application. In place of the
old-style cut-out type letters which were
spotty and legible from only a short distance, new silhouette letters were installed.
With greater light output and better readability, the new marquee makes the theatre reach out farther for customers. The
entire outlook has been changed and at a
price that even the most modest theatre
can afford.
These theatre projects represent progress, as exemplified by the aforementioned world’s fairs. We have mentioned
the analogy merely to suggest the effect
the New York World’s Fair and the San
Francisco Exposition of this year will have
on theatres in the near future. It will be
well for theatre owners to keep their eyes
and ears open to these perennial parades
of progress. Theatre patrons are quite
liable to be spoiled by all this pandering
to their taste for modernity in places of
amusement and education.
Watch lighting! The world’s fairs are
giving it a big play and theatres can certainly take a lesson from these large-scale
operators.

metal letters outlined in double-tube green
fluorescent tubing. The flood-lighted portion of the building above the marquee is
another evidence of foresight in theatre
illumination and good advertising display.
The Temple Theatre marquee renovation represents economy in the provision
of modern display technique. This Los
Angeles theatre was recently given a new
lease on life by a redesign of its chief advertising feature. The old standing namesign was removed and the theatre’s name
is now brilliantly emblazoned atop three

ADVERTISING
THEATRE

"Silent" Sound Helps
Films' Dramatic Values
Recognition of the paradox that complete unblemished silence is often the
most dramatic portion of a sound motion
picture has impelled the sound engineers
of the RCA Photophone laboratories to
make progressive developments over a
period of more than a decade toward the
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Two technical papers on the subject
were presented before the Society of Motion Picture Engineers last month. While
they dealt with different methods, both
worked toward the same objective of making motion picture sound more realistic
so that all the dramatic and emotional
values of real and fictional life may be
faithfully portrayed on screens in the
thousands of theatres throughout the
country.
A. C. Blaney, of the RCA laboratories,
presented a paper which he co-authored
with G. L. Dimmick, on a “Direct Positive System of Sound Recording.” By this
new method the sound track is directly
recorded on positive film without the
necessity of printing from a negative, so
that the recording may be used at once
for re-recording and dubbing in the studio.
Through elimination of this extra processing step and the use of a radically new
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W. S. Thompson, from the same laboratories, presented a paper which he shared
with C. H. Cartwright, on a “Class A-B
Push-Pull Recording System.” Through
this new method of recording sound track,
more faithful reproduction of the entire
audible range of sound is possible at all
levels of volume from the whisper of the
wind in the grass to the thunderous roar
of a Niagara.
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SHAPED

BY SOUND

Buildings shaped by sound, rather than
by geometry alone, may add a strange new
beauty to the architecture of tomorrow, asserted J. P. Maxfield and C. C. Potwin, of Electrical Research Products, at
the tenth anniversary meeting of the
Acoustical Society of America, in session
at New York City recently. The acoustic
factor has grown so important in the eyes
of architects that today the requirements
of good listening are beginning to exert a
profound influence on the appearance of
new structures, they added.
This is particularly true in moving picture theatres, where good acoustics are
essential to good entertainment. The demands of proper acoustics are now being
taken into account when the plans for a
56

building are drawn, in contrast with the
former practice of waiting until the structure was finished and then applying corrective treatment. Surprisingly, modern
architects have found that by following
the acoustic requirements closely in design, new shapes and contours of added
beauty have often resulted.
Following the work of Professor Wallace, Sabine and others, Maxfield and
Potwin point out that more effective
methods have been developed for solving
the problems of acoustical planning. One
particular method, which they describe in
detail, promises to become highly important to architects. It involved coordinating the shape of the room with the placement of sound absorbing material in such
manner that undesirable sound reflections
and echoes are dispersed and blended to
produce a more pleasing acoustic effect. It
also calls for a more scattered arrangement of the sound absorbing materials or
“padding,” and makes it possible to create

getting
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scaffolds with the Specialized Super Theatre
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Nebraska

good listening conditions even in spaces
of most unconventional basic design.

Have rest rooms in the theatre of which
you can be justly proud. New modern
plumbing fixtures in attractive design and
colorful finish will make these portions of
the theatre appreciated by the customers.

Be as unique and modern as you like in
furnishing the lounge, but don’t overlook
the fact that comfort is the first requisite. Most attractive lounge furniture now
provides this factor as well as beauty.
It will soon be time for air conditioning
to take its place as the main feature of
the theatre. Be sure the system is correct
and in good working order — then publicize
it to the skies.
The

MODERN
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SECTION
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HAVE YOU INSTALLED HIGH INTENSITY PROJECTION?
If not, you should give it careful consideration
in your

plans, for more
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in this country
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a

superior, snow

white, projection light.
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” CIO-Communist ” Cry in New
Trial for Local 37 Control
Second

trial in the battle for control

of

Local

37, International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes, is underway in superior court, with ousted officers of the
local, headed by Joseph Carpenter and
Jeff Kibre, attempting to prove the IA
international

guilty of conspiracy

in seiz-

ing control of the local’s books, records
and operations. In abeyance is an IA international suit seeking to prevent the
ousted officers from interfering with the
international’s activities. Trial got underway only shortly after IA President
George Browne, from the east, revoked
Local 37’s charter and authorized the
establishment of five new unions comprising grips, property men, utility workers,
projectionists and electricians.
Browne declared the move was forced
by “CIO-Communist” activity within Local 37. Early testimony in the trial pertained to charges that Browne had been
elected through “hand-picked” delegates.
William Bioff, former coast head for the
IA, has been subpoenaed as one of the
principal witnesses. IA representatives
have been named in a false arrest suit
brought by Kibre, who seeks $250,000 in
damages as a result of a police raid on his
home.

A

the

has

retired

as chairman

Hurls Coercion
Charges

formal

producers

of

SWG’s membership committee, replaced by Mary McCall. The SWG
is

working

out plans for an intensive membership drive prior to opening of its pending national labor relations board hearing. The Screen Playwrights, meantime,

voted

to “continue to pursue its objectives,” protect its contract rights and protest against the SWG for “overstepping its
authority” in handling screen credits disputes until such a time as the SWG may
officially be recognized as sole bargaining
agent.
Working pact negotiations are still underway between producers and the Screen
Publicists Guild and the Screen Readers
Guild. The NLRB has set June 12 as the
tentative date for a hearing on the Screen

protest
late

was

this

under

week

way

from

to
the

Screen Writers Guild charging "coercion in an attempt to influence the na-

ing agreement. The Unit Managers Guild
recently formed after withdrawing from
the SDG, held its first meeting to plan
organizational procedure.
Seeking an alliance of screen writers
with scriveners in other fields, the League
of American Writers has inaugurated a
membership drive here. Donald Ogden
Stewart, president of the League, is also
a member of the Screen Writers Guild.
Philip Dunne

Manager)

tional labor relations board.” The action followed receipt of information
that

producer

attorneys

James

had

Roosevelt, Goldwyn
dent, among others, with a
letter to the board opposing
of the

SWG-producer

supplied
vice-presicopy of a
reopening

hearing.

Cartoon Guild’s petition for certification
as bargaining agents for the cartoonists at
Metro. Motion picture painters are slated to hold their annual election June 19.
The

Pacific Coast Labor Bureau has mailed out questionnaires to the painters as a
step in collecting data for a survey of film
industry employment conditions.

WarnerClemens
has assigned
Megs
to direct “The

Dead

William
“Forge" Clemens

End

Kids

at Valley

Directs Next Autry
Forge.”
George Sherman will direct “Colorado
Sunset,” next of the Gene Autry starrers
at Republic, rolling next week.

Class B members of the Screen Actors
Guild voted 60 to 1 to remain in the organization, results of the recent mail ballot revealed. The ballots also named 17
new members to the B council. As a repercussion, SAG executives announced the
recently-withdrawn suit filed against the
SAG by three extras, contesting the validity of the April 16 Class B election, had
cost the Guild approximately $3,000. Attorneys for the SAG and the Artists Managers Guild are scrutinizing a rough draft
of the proposed SAG-AMG
still to be inked.

licensing

pact,

Frank Capra has been re-elected president of the Screen Directors Guild. W. S.
Van Dyke is first vice-president; John
Cromwell, second vice-president; Frank
Tuttle, secretary, and Phil Rosen, treasurer. Board of governors comprises John
Ford, William K. Howard, Gregory LaCava, Rowland V. Lee, Frank Lloyd, Rouben Mamoulian, Lewis Milestone, Leo McCarey, King Vidor, William Wellman and
William Wyler. Membership also approved
of the new nine-year producer workBOXOFFICE
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As Wilcox-RKO

Series Gets Gun —

Cameras begin turning on the first scene of the first picture to be made as
a result of the RKO Radio-Herbert Wilcox partnership. George J. Schaefer,
president of RKO Radio (center) gives the starting signal on “Nurse Edith
Cavell” with Wilcox and Anna Neagle, who has the title role.

59

WHETHER Paulette Goddard, Para-

How to become a motion picture producer:
1. Select a producer as your parent
(strongly recommended).

mount publicity or the imagination of Columnist Hedda Hopper

is to be censured is anyone’s guess, but
the fact remains that the following choice
morsel from the Hopper contribution to
celluloid erudition very probably hits a
new high in unwise public relations:

2. Marry a producer’s daughter.
3. Play a good game of polo.
4. Gain a reputation as an unsuccessful
European playwright; the more unsuccessful the better.

“Paulette Goddard spent seven weeks in
‘The Cat and the Canary’ in the same $15
dress. So to ease her ruffled feelings,
Charlie bought her a new emerald necklace.

5. Become a member of a major studio’s
publicity department.
6. Oh, yes — produce a good motion picture (far-fetched, and the hard way, but
it works occasionally).

“Yesterday, Paulette burned the dress,
and went shopping. Bought a knee-length
ermine coat — not just a jacket. Sables!
And new luggage fitted with silver, though

bad taste as well as bad judgment.

she isn’t going anywhere. Just went on a
shopping spree in a spirit of rebellion.”
Spirit of rebellion, indeed! It is time
those who publicize a great industry and
those who earn their livelihoods by broadcasting such publicity awaken to a realization that news of ostentations and extravagances of this type — real or imaginary —
is doing incalculable harm to motion picture theatre revenues by fermenting a

“Tommy Ryan in ‘Street of Missing
Men’ is an Elk at the age of 13.”

“spirit of rebellion” on the part of the
struggling masses whose patronage of pictures supports Hollywood’s pampered
darlings in emerald-necklaced, erminecoated luxury; the flaunting of which is

Filler item in L. A. Times:

What’s he got to boast about? Jackie
Coogan was a goat at the age of four.

Producer
prop

Jeff Lazarus

in keeping

with

always

The

three features to fare best after

emerging from Hollywood’s preview hopper were 20th Century-Fox’s “The Gorilla,” Warner’s “The Kid From Kokomo”
and “The Zero Hour,” a Republic contribution. Skillfully streamlined, “The Gorilla” still retains the thriller-chiller
qualities which made it a stage hit years
ago and which should again bring money
to the boxoffice in satisfactory amounts.
The new version, as scripted by Rian
James and Sid Silvers, allows for considerable clownish cavorting on the part of the
Ritz Brothers, adding to the general flavor
of the film. Chills and chuckles were
aptly blended by Director Allan Dwan under the capable production eye of Harry
Joe Brown.
Republic serves notice it is in the big
league to stay, with “The Zero Hour” as
exhibit number one. A substantial program offering in every respect, despite its
small budget, this is sensitively and laudably handled throughout, a picture that
should receive more than ordinary attention from feminine patrons. Garrett
Fort’s original screenplay was carefully
and intelligently wrought, comprehensively directed by Sidney Salkow and enacted
skillfully by Frieda Inescort and Otto
6Q

carries

Ratoff on "Deal in Hearts"
Gregory Ratoff’s next directorial assignment at 20th Century-Fox will be
“Deal in Hearts,” a Raymond Griffith
production.

some

the title of the picture

he's producing. For this reason he appeared
on the “Are Husbands Necessary?" set at
Paramount, on the first day of shooting, with
a

small

rolling-pin

It's a

good

Title Third in "Kildare" Series
Next “Dr. Kildare” picture in the
M-G-M series has been titled “The Secret
of Dr. Kildare.” Lew Ayres will repeat in
the top spot.

in his pocket.

thing

Mr.

ing “The Women"

Lazarus

or “Babes

Ordinary
There was nothing in the week’s lineup
of eight pictures shown at preview to
stimulate general critical raves; considerable of a letdown in average quality, since,
for each of the past several weeks, the reviewers have had their celluloid diets garnished by at least one out-of-the-ordinary
offering.

Britisher Lands Advisorship
Paramount has signed Capt. J. R. Durham-Mathews, retired English officer, as
technical advisor on “The Light That
Failed,” to be produced and directed by
William A. Wellman.

isn't produc-

in Arms."

Octette

Kruger. Sol C. Siegel earns the credits
as associate producer.
“The Kid From Kokomo” is almost certain to please the great army of theatregoers because of the many new story
twists and the snappy dialogue with which
this comedy of the fight racket was embellished. Cast is more than capable
throughout, with May Robson contributing
an outstandingly fine performance. Sam
Bischoff produced and Lewis Seiler directed.
*

*

*

Of almost comparable worth, but perhaps not so important from a budgetary
standpoint as the entries from 20th Century-Fox and Warner, was another quartet of films, including Monogram’s “Wolf
Call,” Columbia’s “Hidden Power,” Paramount’s “Unmarried” and 20th CenturyFox’s “The Jones Family in Hollywood.”
“Wolf Call,” adapted from the Jack
London novel, has been modernized to include musical interludes, an air crash and
other contributions to present-day living,
but which streamlining does not detract
from the robust wallop of London’s original. In attaining this pace, Producer
Paul Malvern has stretched his budget allowance to the utmost, with unusually
satisfactory results. Both Joseph West’s
script and George Waggner’s direction are
brisk and workmanlike.
Producer Larry Darmour’s latest Jack
Holt starrer, “Hidden Power,” is the customary clean-cut type of action fare which
has come to be expected of the consistent
Darmour plant, though the story develop-

ment is not so powerful as it might have
been made. Holt, two-fisted and completely at ease, as usual, dominates a wellrounded cast in which Gertrude Michael,
attempting a comeback, shows to exceptional advantage. Lewis D. Collins directed
from a scenario by Gordon Rigby.
“The Jones Family in Hollywood”
turned out to be above the average of the
last few pictures in this family series,
principally due to a gag-infested screenplay by Harold Tarshis from an original
by Joseph Hoffman and that veteran funster, Buster Keaton. Too, the plot motivation and locale are naturals for widespread audience acceptance. A particularly hilarious contribution is that of William Tracy, portraying an egotistic juvenile screen star, burlesqued delightfully
throughout. Malcolm St. Clair’s direction
is broad and rapid, without resorting too
definitely
to slapstick. John Stone produced.
“Unmarried” proved to be a well-constructed program comedy that should find
satisfactory acceptance in average situations, proving, if nothing else, that Cowboy Buck Jones doesn’t have to be astride
his faithful Silver to turn in a competent
acting chore. Further, it gives Helen
Twelvetrees the meatiest role she has had
in years, well-suited to her talents. Lillie
Hayward and Brian Marlow wrote the
screenplay from a story by Grover Jones
and William Slavens McNutt. Director
Kurt Neumann extracted every possible
drop of entertainment from the ingredi( Continued on next page)
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Added Proof Leaflets

Major Lots Have 40
Features in Work

From Nazi Sources

Production is maintaining a steady pace,
with 40 features before the cameras on
major lots and another nine in preparatory form for immediate starts.
Columbia registers seven, including
“Criminal at Large,” which got underway
as a Larry Darmour production. Metro

Further proof has been secured in support of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League’s
charges that a large quantity of leaflets,
distributed in the film colony over the
signature of the “Committee on Unemployment, Hollywood Actors and Technicians,” and calling upon union film labor
to join in a campaign of anti-Semitism,
in reality came from Nazi sources, probably the German -American Bund. These
League charges have been backed up by
considerable investigation, which led
HANL officials to declare there is no such
“Committee on Unemployment,” and that
the leaflets do not bear a union label.
Hollywood Now, HANL publication, reproduced the two leaflets, and the League
obtained statements from spokesmen for
a number of film crafts and unions vehemently denying the leaflets’ charges
that Jewish actors, technicians and extras
are preferentially employed and that Jewish refugees are replacing non-Jews at
“an alarming rate.” Such denials came
from Jack Tenny of the American Federation of Musicians; Jeff Kibre, representing the rebel faction of Local 37,
IATSE ; Frank Tuttle of the Screen Directors Guild; William Roberts, Screen Readers Guild; Bob Wayne, machinists; Ben
Martinez, plasterers; A1 Speede, electricians; and Bert Alfred, studio costumers.
All forcefully asserted there is no such racial discrimination in their respective organizations.
As a retaliatory gesture, the HANL
called upon local, state and national authorities, through the news columns of
Now, to immediately launch an investigation of all Nazi and Fascist organizations
in the country. Further, the League added its own denial to those gained from
union representatives who branded the
leaflets’ allegations that current Hollywood unemployment is traceable to such
racial discrimination and influx of refugees as ridiculous.
Along more routine lines, the HANL
will present the final lecture in its

SPEARHEADS
(Continued

Paramount,

Seal the Pact —
George J. Schaefer, president of RKO
Radio Pictures, and Jean Hersholt
confirm the agreement whereby the
latter will star in a series of RKO restories.

leases from the

"Dr.

Christian”

he was furnished.
*

*

*

Although it bore the trademark of Leo
the Lion, and should command more attention than the remainder of the preview lineup because of its top-flight cast
and higher-bracket production mounting,
“Bridal Suite” was less successful in qualifying for a meritorious niche in its class
than were the others in theirs. For one
thing, it bogs down under the weight of
too much trite dialogue; lacks pace, and
does not satisfactorily blend the slapstick, whimsy and romance which formed
its principal story ingredients. William
Thiele directed for Producer Edgar Selwyn, with Robert Young and Annabella
heading an excellent cast.
May

with no new

starters, lists

seven in work. RKO Radio gunned “My
Fifth Avenue Girl” to total five. Republic is underway with “Colorado Sunset”
and is filming one other feature.
“Falling Stars” and “Here I Am a
Stranger” have gone into production at
20th Century-Fox to give the plant a sixpicture total. Universal is filming five
features and a serial, none of them new

“March of Democracy” series May 31.
Associated Film Audiences held a screening of “The 400,000,000” at the Hollywood
Roosevelt Hotel. The Hollywood Committee of 56 is launching a determined drive
to secure its goal of 20,000,000 signatures

starts. United Artists’ total has been
swelled to four, Selznick International rolling “Intermezzo.” Warner signaled a
start on “The Return of Dr. X” and cards
a total of six in work.

to a “Declaration of Economic Independence from Nazi Germany” by July 4. The
Motion Picture Guild sponsored the west-

New

ern premiere of Sergei Eisenstein’s “Alexander Nevsky,” Russian film, at the Esquire Theatre. Sponsoring committee included Cecil B. DeMille, Frank Capra, Sidney Buchman, Anatole Litvak, Paul Muni,
Albert Lewin and scores of other film
notables.

Richard Rosson and Wife
Are Reported

Released

Information was received in Hollywood
late in the week that Richard Rosson,
Metro director, and his wife have been released after spending a month in a German prison on a charge of photographing
a railroad station without official permission. The American embassy in Berlin,
according to the information reaching
here, was largely responsible in obtaining
the Rossons’ freedom.

from preceding page)

ents with which
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rolled “Thunder Afloat” and “It Can’t
Happen Here” to hit an equally fast pace.
Monogram shoved off “Roll, Wagons, Roll”
to supplement the feature already in production.

Hurry
Glory"
To meet
a July" Old
4 release,
Leon Schlesinger has his cartoon staff working day
and night shifts on “Old Glory,” first in
a series of patriotic cartoons. Running
eight minutes, the subject will have a
musical score supplied by the Warner Vitaphone 50-piece orchestra. Warner releases.

OnDescribing
' Romance
them

of Industry '

as neither industrials
nor the so-called industrial shorts, a new
company has been formed to produce a
series of 13 short subjects dealing with
“the romance of industry.” Heading the
new independent unit are Lester R. Ilfeld
and Gert Gontard, with Ilfeld to be in
charge of production. Films are to be
produced in collaboration with the University of California. No release has been
negotiated. First effort will deal with the
development of power. Other subjects include the growth of transportation, shipping and kindred subjects.
Maury Cohen and Fortunio Bona-Nova
have secured shooting space at Grand National for their first Spanish-language
feature, in which Bona-Nova will star.
Louis Gasnier will direct.
To speed production, Cathedral Pictures
has added a second unit to the “Great
Commandment” company. One is on
location at Sherwood Forest, the other
doing interiors at Selznick International
studio. The independent production stars
John Beal and is being directed by Irving
Pichel.

Edward

G. Robinson

"Prince
of Imposters"
Warner has announced plans

Add to Grainger Slate
Edmund Grainger’s production schedule at Universal has been expanded by the
addition of “McGlusky’s Lucky Day,” being written by Harold Buchman, and
“Anybody Here Seen Kelly?” which
mund Hartmann is scripting.

Firm Planning Series

Ed-

as
to star

Edward G. Robinson in “The Prince of
Impostors,” based on the life of James
Addison Reavis, real estate operator in
the west in 1865. Brenda Marshall, currently making her film debut in “Career
Man,” will have the feminine lead, the
picture to roll late in summer.

27, 1939
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Finishing Touches for

(2inem.Gtlc5

Paramount Meeting
The

stage is set for the final sales convention of the season here, with Paramount officials now putting finishing

touches on plans for the company’s national parley June 8-10 at the Ambassador Hotel. Approximately 250 delegates
from every state in the union, including
foreign executives, studio personnel and
home office representatives, will attend to
learn of product plans and sales policies
for 1939-40.
Visitors arrive June 7 via a special train,
which will be boarded in San Bernardino
by a delegation of studio officials and
players, with a welcoming ceremony to follow at the Hollywood studio. Convention
officially opens June 8 with an earlymorning business session, screenings of
product now completed for the new season, and talks by William LeBaron, Y.
Frank Freeman, Harold Hurley and other
studio executives and producers.
Details of the studio’s product lineup for
the new year will be revealed June 9 by
Neil F. Agnew, sales head, and delegates
will tour the studio, visiting sets and inspecting the plant. That evening they
will be tendered a buffet luncheon in the
new commissary, followed by more screenings in the studio theatre.
Special awards will be presented to
members of the Paramount 100 Per Cent
Club, comprising the branch managers,
bookers and salesmen whose records for
the year are perfect. Membership includes
six from the eastern division, seven from
the western territory, three from the south
and one from Canada.
Among the expected foreign delegates
will be Henri Klarsfeld, from France; A. L.
Pratchett, Central America; F. C. Henry,
Manila; H. Hunter, Australia; C. R. Dickinson and Tony Reddin, England. Additionally, John Hicks, George Weltner and
Albert Deane, from the foreign department in the home office, will be present.

Columbia

Gets Columbia

has signed

Nick

Meg

Grinde

rect “A Woman Is the Judge,”
Rochelle Hudson.

to di-

featuring

Twentieth Century-Fox executives, including Darryl Zanuck, and officials of
the Southern California Telephone Co.

ney Oldfield’s country club in San Fernando Valley. Eugene Hornbostel was
chairman of the affair . . . Mack Gordon
has gone to New York on business in

were honored guests at an
Graham Bell” party sponsored
Angles Elks Lodge . . . Lew
from an extended vacation in

connection
ties.

with

his

song-writing

activi-

★

Henry O’Neill is vacationing at Fuller’s
Ranch , near Corona . . . The Paramount
studio club has organised a fencing group,
with Algerson Mason and Edward Lockridge in charge of its affairs . . . Cecil B.

Pandro

Berman,

at RKO

studio

Radio,

has

scenario writer on the producer’s staff.
Attending were Jesse Lasky jr., Frank
Calvin, Francis Harmon, of the producers
association and Dr. James T. Shotwell,
Columbia University professor.

Wells, 12-year-old showman for many
years associated with Barnum and Bailey
and the Ringling Bros., was a guest of Y.
Frank Freeman at Paramount, visiting
the sets. He is doing exploitation work for
a theatre circuit in Florida.

*

Bing Crosby was host to Oliver F. Triggs,
Australian turfman, and his wife, who
journeyed here to look over Crosby’s
stable . . . Ida Lupino is vacationing in
New York . . . Andy Devine and his wife
have returned from a holiday in Washington and Oregon . . . Archie Mayo has
gone

east for a month’s
*

vacation.

Waldo Staff is back at his M-G-M writing desk after a three months furlough in
Europe

. . . Walter Damrosch, noted orchestra conductor, has reported to Paramount for a film assignment.
*

Paramount’s Studio Club has named
William Abbott, laboratory worker, to
head its nominations committee. Election
of new officers is scheduled for the near
future. Abbott will work with A. B. Hilton, Edward Greer, Peggy Schwartz and

Presi-

dent George Schaefer in New York requesting a release from his contract
October

1. Berman,

attaches,

desires

Schaefer

grants

a

world

Hollywood
Plant
strong

long

to studio

rest

his request,

cruise
and

according
a

before
active

executives
likelihood
ciated with RKO

and,

will

if

take

returning

to

production.

declare

there

he will again
Radio

is a

be asso-

organization,

probably

as a unit producer. No information as to a possible successor is

available

at present.

Some 300 foreign students at various
Southern California universities were the
guests of Louis B. Mayer at Metro as part
of the program mapped out for “Foreign
Trade Week” . . . Walter Damrosch, noted
orchestra conductor and symphonic composer, who has arrived for film work, was
a luncheon guest of Y. Frank Freeman,
William LeBaron, Bing Crosby and Roy
Del Ruth, of Paramount,
vice-president of NBC.

and

Don

Gilman,

*

Production parleys concerning the summer air lineup have brought W . B. Lewis,
vice-president of the CBS, here from the
east . . . Sam Briskin has returned from
a month’s vacation at French Lick Springs
and New York . . . Ready for camera work
at Universal is Bob Baker, cowboy actor,
who came in from
appearance tour.

City. Y. Frank Freeman, T. Keith Glennan, Eugene Zukor, Fred Leahy and John

two-week holiday in New York . . . Producer Edward Small is back at work after

Howard were
office men.

a brief vacation

in the lineup

for the front-

Small

is due

in this week

from

Director

a four-month

personal

*

Sidney

Lanfield

in Honolulu

is taking

.

a

. . Holly-

wood’s English colony and other film notables tendered a farewell dinner at the
Victor Hugo for Francis E. Evans, retiring
British consul, and Mrs. Evans, returning
to England

after four years here.

Guests

Lang is back at work at 20 th Century-Fox
after being out for several weeks due to an

included C. Aubrey Smith, Lionel Atwill, Constance Collier, Ronald Colman,

illness . . . More than 1,000 studio employes at Universal attended a giant surprise dinner party at the commissary

Leslie Howard, Boris Karloff, Alan Mowbray, Norman Reilly Raine, W. S. Van
Dyke, Robert Young, John Farrow, Ian
Hunter, Col. Jason Joy, Herbert Marshall,
Robert Montgomery, David Niven, Basil
Rathbone, Henry Stephenson and others.
★

given in honor of Cliff Work, general manager, celebrating his first year of operation at the plant.
Adding

their voices to the pleas already

Edna

Best, English

actress, has

arrived

registered, Joe E. Brown and Bella Spewack have planed to Washington, D. C., to
appeal to the immigration committee to

from

allow some 25,000 refugee children to enter the United States . . . Joseph M.
Schenck is off on a trip to San Francisco,
Sacramento and Reno, combining business

for his next 20 th Century-Fox directorial
assignment . . . Casey Robinson, Warner
writer, has left for an European vacation
. . . Earl Baldwin is due back at the Warner plant following a vacation in Hawaii.

and

62

*

Long . . . Paramount’s studio executives crossed bats with the back lot
workers in their third return game of
the season at Paramount Field in Culver

Olive

his vacation in Honolulu to begin preparations for his next production . . . Walter

production

written

*

Robert Sherwood, noted playwright, arrives from New York June 25 for a writing assignment at RKO Radio . . . Happy

★

chief

*

DeMille gave a “surprise” party in the
Paramount commissary for Jeanie Macpherson, observing her 25th year as a

Edward

Berman Asks Release
From Contract

“Alexander
by the Los
Ayres is in
Europe.

Scripter Louis Bromfield went to Salt
Lake City in search of material for a story
he is writing for 20th Century-Fox . . .
Ring Lardner jr. is resting up after an
18-month
wound
up. writing stretch, which he just

•k

Nick Grinde

More than 400 Paramount studio
Masons attended the annual hayride and
barn dance of the Square Club at Bar-

pleasure.

London for a top role in a forthcoming Selznick International production . . .
Allan Divan is scouting Arizona locations
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FA to Start a $150,000
Venture in Cosmocolor

Air Corps Official a
Film Student

Although plans for its release will be
held in abeyance pending the outcome of
refinancing and reorganization plans for
Grand National and the part Fine Arts

A

First film, titled “Trouble Over the
Pacific,” will be directed by Elmer Clifton
with a cast including Wallace Ford, Wil.
liam Gargan and Katherine DeMille.
Arcadia Pictures, another GN unit, has

To report here June 1, Alfred R. Allen
has been signed by Harry Edington as
public relations counsel for his Famous
Productions, Inc., producing for Universal
release. Allen has been manager of the
Philadelphia symphony orchestra. He will
spend several weeks here, then divide his

of training in film

Ohio,

under

the

auspices

of

the Academy
Research Council. The
course is an extension of the training
program
corps

Large holdings in the Cosmocolor company have been acquired by Franklyn
Warner, FA.
president. Consensus of
opinion expressed by attaches of FA and
GN holds that the six films to be made in
for

course

superintendent of the U. S. air corps'
motion picture division laboratory at
Dayton,

— a $150,000 venture to be filmed in CosB
mocolor— as the first in a series of six.

to GN

60-day

laboratory procedure is being undertaken here by Chester L. Tobias,

will play in GN’s affairs, FA is swinging
into immediate action on the most pretentious undertaking it has yet attempted

the process will go ultimately
distribution.

Alfred Allen Publicity
Director for Edington

under

officers

for training
tion.

which
are

selected

sent

in motion

time

between New York and Europe attending to his new duties.
With Phil Moore going into the general

signal

to Hollywood

picture

casting

office, Owen McLean has succeeded him as assistant casting director
of the Sol Wurtzel production unit at 20th

produc-

Century-Fox.
The vacancy left when William Hebert
resigned as unit publicity man for Cecil

Sutherland Will Direct
" Deuces " for Morros

pub
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Morros has secured production sspace
at
.
Another Paramount shuffle finds Richbooked Margo to a three-picture non-exGeneral Service studios, the picture to
ard Halliday becoming story editor for
clusive contract calling for her services
DeM
ill studio, taking over from Manny Wolfe,
the
roll July 1. It was formerly titled “The
in two pictures yearly, the pact specifying
e a
t P
who resigned.
Halliday, currently story
ara
that Steve Sekely will direct at least one
m
Aviators.”
editor
in New ouYork,
reports to the coast
nt
of the pictures each year. Sekely piloted
to
shortly, with Wolfe remaining
long enough
rep
lac
her in “Miracle of Main Street,” recently
e V duties.
to acquaint Halliday with his
iccompleted.
Ed
While Halliday takes over the ParaNext production going into work on the
wa
r—d Walter Lantz
mount story editorship, Francis LangSu
GN lot following FA’s “Trouble Over the
th
ton has been appointed to take charge of
WILLIE
er POGANY, portrait artist, signed to
Pacific” will be a Max Baer western, first
la of color effects and backgrounds for
take charge
the studio writing department, the other
nd
in a projected series, which rolls when
the Lantz cartoon
has output for Universal during
half of the duties relinquished by Manny
the new season. Pogany
will also create characBaer has returned from New York, where
s
.
ters for the series, iwhich
will be filmed in
gne
—
Metro
Wolfe. Langton has been associated with
he is slated for a match with Lou Nova
Technicolor.
d
to
the story and writing departments for the
early in June.
past
seven years.
MARY
BETH
HUGHES
given
new
acting
contract.
Robert Fellows, production assistant at
MARY
HOWARD
given new acting ticket.

OPTIONS

Five-Week Pacific Coast
Tour Awaiting Regan
Upon

completion

LOU
concert

RADERMAN
master.

CECILIA

of his role in Repub-

lic’s “The Fighting Irish,” Phil Regan will
embark on a five-week personal appearance tour along the Pacific Coast before
returning to begin his next assignment.
Another Republic player, Roy Rogers, is
already on a three-week tour through
Ohio and Pennsylvania.
Comedian Arthur Treacher has left for

PARKER

She appears
series.
EDWIN
director.

L.

seven-day stand at Orpheum Theatre in
Los Angeles beginning June 14. Erik
Rhodes is in Chicago, opening a six-week
jaunt.
Picture work has caused Bruce Cabot
to cancel his p. a. dates in Atlanta,
Georgia, and New York. Hugh Herbert
has returned from an extended jaunt,
winding up in Pittsburgh.

Jesse
hunt,

story department. Bader brings his Literary Corp. of America with him in the
new affiliation.

Victor

Scoring
Young

“Range

has

War"

started

scoring

of

“Range War,” a Harry Sherman production for Paramount. Picture is one of
the “Hopalong
BOXOFFICE

::

Cassidy”
May

series.
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MARIN

in

wins

department

actor,

new
the

new

as

signs

term

term

new

contract.

“Judge

Hardy’'

contract

Chodorov’s

HOHN,

one

production

as

of

the

unit.

candidates

Lasky’s “Gateway
to Hollywood”
g.ven long-term, acting contract.

debut will be
DOROTHY
contract.

in “My Fifth Avenue Girl.”
LOVETT
given new
term

JOHN
FARROW
tract.
— Republic

draws

WEAVER
BROTHERS
picture acting deal.
— Hal Roach
VICTOR
MATURE,
house actor, draws

new

and

acting

directorial

ELVIRY

in

talent
Screen

sign

con-

two-

Pasadena Community
Playterm
acting contract. He

has been given the male lead in “Housekeeper’s
Daughter,” which Roach rolls for United Artists
release June 20.
— 20th

Century-Fox

ALFRED

Joins Agency

handed

regularly

ing into Edward
— KKO
Radio

DAVID

Dave A. Bader has joined the Lichtig
and Englander agency, taking over the

music

juvenile

FREDERICK
STEPHANI
draws new
producer
contract.
JOHN
ARNOLD
signs new
contract as head
of camera department.
VIRGINIA
GREY
given new acting contract.
WILLIAM
C. WHITE
joins writing staff, go-

KATHRYN

Washington, D. C., and a p. a. engagement there. Sam Hearn, film-radio comic,
has been set for a week in Vancouver,
British Columbia, starting June 2, and a

Bader

joins

TERRY
KILBURN,
acting pact.

BUTTOLPH
signed as
composer-arranger-musical director.
WERIvER
given new term directorial

contract, moving from Sol Wurtzel unit to megafor Producer
Gene
Markey. phone “Sherlock Holmes”
JANE
WITHERS
— Universa.!
as

held

JACK
OTTERSON
art director.

CHARLES
LAMONT
Holiday” for Producer
— Warner Bros.

for

given

an

extended

new

one-year

signs to direct
Max Golden.

term.

contract

“Hawaiian

MARVIN
WALD
draws term writing contract.
OWEN
CRUMP
signed to script a new series of
“family” featurettes, which Gordon Hollingshead
Ca
will supervise.
rt acting contract.
RONALD
REAGAN
given new

e

He has the lead in the studio’s r,L“Secret
series.
.
-- ERNEST
PAGANO
joins writing E.
staff.

Service”

Warner, has been promoted to an associate producership after two years on the
lot in various capacities. No assignment
has been given him.
Harry
the lot.

Hamilton has wound up his Republic writing contract and checked off

Print Survey
Released

Findings

by Council

Results of a recently-completed survey
of foreign release print conditions, techniques and procedures were discussed by
the Research Council Committee on foreign release print quality. Organized to
improve the quality of prints of American
pictures released in foreign countries, the
committee sent questionnaires to some 40
foreign countries, returns on which are
now being studied.
Membership of the committee includes
Lawrence Aicholtz, Fred Albin, Gerald
Best, chairman; Philip E. Brigandi, Claude
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Robert

Usher

Paramount

has

Draws

Assignment

assigned

Robert

Usher

as art director on “Portrait in Diamonds,”
next Isa Miranda feature. George Fitzmaurice will direct.

Cl

H

ar

k,
Al

63

an

Fr

e

/os. Coffman Supervises
Republic Lot Expansion

Geared

Expressing confidence that title to the
property will be cleared shortly, Herbert
J. Yates has brought Joseph Coffman, his
chief engineer, to the coast to supervise
the $100,000

expansion

program

to be un-

dertaken on Republic’s North Hollywood
lot. Present studio streets will be paved,
new thoroughfares will be constructed
and a number of new sound stages and
other buildings will be erected. Republic’s
deal to buy the property from the Guaranty Liquidating Corp. is now in escrow.

Super-Western for Autry
Is Planned by Republic
Republic

announces

plans

to produce

a

super-western, with an unlimited budget,
to star Gene Autry, with Joe Kane directing, Harry Grey as associate producer and
Armand

Schaeffer

as

executive

produc-

tion pilot. Picture has been titled “In Old
Monterey” but treats of a modern theme —
acquisition of California ranch land by the
federal
which

government for U. S. army purposes. Gerald Geraghty wrote the script,
hits the cameras June 17.

National League Baseball
Is Lined Up for Series
Final arrangements for filming a new
series of Specialties based on National
League baseball are being made in New
York by Director Dave Miller and Writer
E. Maurice Adler, dispatched to the east
by Pete Smith, M-G-M
short subjects
producer. Shorts will be shot at home
games played by the New York Giants and
Brooklyn Dodgers.

"Happiness” Premiere
Set for San Francisco

Three More in English
Lined Up for Guizar
topping

Guizar draws roles in “The Thief of Old
Monterey” and “Drums Over Havana.”

Signs Collins to Score

Herbert Wilcox has signed Anthony
Collins to create the symphonic score for
“Nurse Edith Cavell,” now
on the RKO Radio lot.
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From officers of the club to horse-owners and avid spectators, the list of film
notables who will be on hand, according to
present indications, will read like a celluloid “Who’s Who.”
Listed among the
club’s officers and directors are Jack L.
Warner, chairman of the board; Raoul
Walsh, Alfred E. Green and A1 Jolson.
Stables already entered for the
include the Binglin Stock Farms,
by Bing

Crosby

and

Lin Howard;

season
owned
the Bob

Lee, owned by Dixie Lee Crosby (Bing’s
wife) and Bob Howard; and steeds bearing the colors of Harry M. Warner, William LeBaron, Mervyn LeRoy, Robert
Riskin, Louis B. Mayer, Joe E. Brown,
Barbara Stanwyck, Zeppo Marx, Clark
Gable and others.
Most of these horse-owners are also
box- holders for the season, in addition to
literally scores of other Hollywoodians
who thus far have not extended their
love of the sport to the point of acquiring a parcel of the expensive thoroughbreds. These latter include Charles R.
Rogers, Kent Taylor, Barton MacLane,
Robert Taylor, Claudette Colbert, Irene
Dunne, John Ford, Don Ameche, Tyrone
Power, Alice Faye, Robert Young and
dozens of other Thespics,
ers and directors.

executives,

writ-

REVIEW

production, that plant having started two
features in the patriotic vein and speeded
preparations for early launching of a
third.
After

collecting

in production

dust

on

the

studio

shelves
Happen

for two years or more, “It Can’t
Here,” Sinclair Lewis’ thrust at dictatorship and totalitarianism, went before
the cameras as a Lucien Hubbard production with W. S. Van Dyke directing. Also
rolling was “Thunder Afloat,” a service
story for which the approval and pledge
of cooperation of the U. S. Navy Department was secured. George Seitz is directing for Producer J. Walter Ruben.
The

third vehicle, a resounding

slap at

Nazism, is “I Had a Comrade,” purchased
from Viscount Casselrose and now being
scripted by W. P. Lipscomb. Story is reportedly a factual account by Casselrose,
who was a prisoner of the Fascists.
Warner is geared to start “Boycott” and
“Underground,” both Anti-Nazi stories,
simultaneously on June 5.

Warner Preparing Film
Of Early Los Angeles
As a
follow-up and semi-sequel to
“Dodge City,” Warner is preparing “City
of the Angels,” a story of the early days
of Los Angeles. Errol Flynn, Olivia de
Havilland, Bruce Cabot and others of the
“Dodge City” cast are slated for leading
roles. Michael Curtiz will direct under
the production handling of Bob Fellows,
recently promoted to an associate procolor.
ducership. Film will be made in Techni-

to Feature for

FLASHES

" They
All Come Out "
“They All Come Out,” completed

6,000 ENEMIES (M-G-M) — The prison picture
to end all prison pictures. Only the most

length. A story of the federal prison system, it is being expanded by Director
Jacques Tourneur. Bruce Cabot has the
leading role.

at
M-G-M
as a four-reeler, goes back into
the hopper to be stretched to feature

rabid of “Big House" fans will find its one
redeeming quality, action, sufficient compensation for a purposeless, extreme and
unbelievable
Rita Johnson
produced;

story.
are

Walter

featured;

George

Pidgeon

Lucien

B. Seitz

and

Hubbard

directed.

the cast

of Producer Harry Sherman’s “The Double-Dyed Deceiver,” will be featured in
three more American -language features to
be produced by Sherman for Paramount
during the coming season, in addition to
his foreign language film commitments.

Wilcox

opening of Southern California’s second
big horse-racing meet, scheduled for June
1 when the Hollywood Turf Club begins
its second summer meeting for a 43-day
stretch at its Inglewood track.

Within the walls of Metro’s Culver City
studio is concentrated most of the current Americanization trend in Hollywood

Expansion

Arrangements are being made for the affair in the Bay City by Cliff Lewis, studio
advertising director, to be joined there by
Jack Dailey, of the advertising staff, who
has been in Seattle exploiting the picture.

currently

Hollywood is all geared up to play its
usual active roles, both in participation
and from the social standpoint, in the

Is

Paramount will give “Invitation to
Happiness,” co-starring Irene Dunne and
Fred MacMurray, its world premiere in
San Francisco at the end of the month.

Tito Guizar,

Americanism Film Trend
Concentrated at Metro

for Ponies

Schlesinger Does Cartoon
Seguence for Republic
Leon

S. O. S. TIDAL WAVE
(Rep)— Novel and entertaining feature in which telecasting and
its commercial
furnish

the

and

political

motivation.

possibilities

Qualifies

as

aver-

Schlesinger

is preparing

a cartoon

sequence for Republic’s “The Fighting
Irish.” The cartoon producer just completed a similar chore for a Robert Benchley short, “How

to Eat,” at Metro.

age program material which might have
attained higher rating with a stronger cast.
Ralph

Byrd

produced;

is featured.

John

COMPLETE

H. Auer

Armand

REVIEWS

pictures will appear
of BOXOFFICE.

Schaeffer

directed.

on the above

in an early issue

Larry

Darmour" Criminal
gave the starting
Start
"

nod

to “Criminal at Large,” Jack Holt starrer
for Columbia release, with Lewis D. Collins directing. Harvey Gates wrote the
script.

Holt plays a dual role, with Patricia Ellis, Weldon Heyburn and Guinn
Williams in support.
BOXOFFICE
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" Play's the Thing “ Unit
Is Preparing Initialer

SCR1PTERS

STORY

BUYS

— Columbia

— Columbia.
JOE
CARROLL
—Metro
JOHN
Brothers

KRAFT
comedy.

to

to

an

“A

untitled

Day

at

original.

the

To

Circus,”

Marx

—Monogram
MARION
original by

ORTH
Grover

on “Son
Jones.

of

the

Navy,”

an

— Paramount
MALCOLM
STUART
clops,” which Dale Van
— RKO
Radio
ROBERT
nois.”
—Republic
PAUL

BOYLAN
to “Dr.
Every will produce.

SHERWOOD

to

“Abe

Lincoln

in

Cy-

SMITH

teamed

returned from a three-week stay in New
York. Currently he is conferring with
Graham Baker, associated with him in the
unit, which has an RKO
Radio release.
Title of the initial film has not been announced.

Illi-

MALLOY
on “Probation Nurse.”
KAREN
DE
WOLFE
to “Death
a Roy Rogers western.
JACK
NATTEFORD
SAM
FULLER
and

with

DORIS

Valley

Days,”

to “In Old Cheyenne.”
SIDNEY
SUTHERLAND

to

“Bowery Boys,” an original by Fuller.
DORRELL
and STUART
McGOWAN
to an untitled hillbilly musical, featuring the Weaver
Brothers and Elviry, as
Arkansaw.”
— Selznick International

a

sequel

to

ZOE
AKINS
to “Intermezzo,” to
Howard.
William Wyler will direct.

“Down

star

in

Leslie

PHILIP
MacDONALD
to “Rebecca,” the Daphne
du Maurier novel, which Alfred Hitchcock will
direct.
LOUIS
BROMFIELD
Young.”
— Universal

to

BRADFORD
ROPES
to
Max Golden will produce.

“Story

of

“Hawaiian

Brigham

Holiday.”

MICHAEL
HOGAN
to “The Invisible Man
Returns.”
JAY DRATLER
and GERTRUDE
PURCELL
to
“The Sheik
and direct.

Returns.”

LEE
LOEB
to
— -Warner Bros.
CHARLES

Ben

“Hawaiian

BELDEN

to

Stoloff

will

produce

Holiday.”

“Kid

for his first pro-

duction under the “Play’s the Thing”
organizational banner, Gene Towne has

Also back
Harry

GERARD

begin preparations

at RKO

Goetz,

are Max

priming

Gordon

their

and

production

machinery for an early start on “Abe
Lincoln in Illinois.”
J. Cheever Cowdin, Universal board
chairman, and Joseph Seidelman, foreign
sales manager, have returned to New
York, Seidelman due to continue on to
England. They were here several days
in product and sales conferences. David
Lipton, publicity head for the company, is
in Seattle handling the west coast premiere of “The Mikado.”
After spending nearly

a

month

here,

Hal Horne, new vice-president of Walt
Disney Productions, and Richard Condon,
eastern executive, terminated their visit
to return to New York. They have been
huddling with Disney concerning the
status of production and other studio
matters.
Last of the United Artists conventioneers, Emanuel Silverstone, has gone back

Caruso.”

to New York. He is Alexander Korda’s
American representative. William Saal,

Tegtmeier Building New
675-Seater in Salinas
Salinas,

Cal. — H.

Tegtmeier

of

the

right-hand man to Herbert Yates, pulled
out for Chicago to handle the opening of
B.

F.

Shearer Co. is erecting a new 675-seat
house here which is expected to be completed some time in June. The house
will cost approximately $75,000 and will
be located on Main Street. Vincent G.
Raney is the architect.

"Way

Paramount

of All Flesh'' Again
is planning

to film a mod-

ernized version of “The Way of All Flesh,”
produced by the company in 1927. Lenore
Coffee is working on the script.

"Dancing

Co-Ed"

by Selwyn

on Twain

Biography

Twentieth Century-Fox has assigned
Gene Markey to handle production of a
film biography of Mark Twain.
BOXOFFICE

:: May

St.

Joseph,

as

a

Robert

Sisk

lepers of Molokai Island. John Farrow, its author, will direct for Producer Robert Sisk. John
Twist is on the screenplay.
— Republic
“Abraham
Lincoln Boggs,” by Harry Hamilton.
“Jungle Gold,” by Lew
Stevens and Jack Garrett Lloyd. Story, dealing with the rubber industry, will serve as a
starring vehicle for
Charles Bickford, with preparations being speeded
to

have

— 20th

it tie in with
versary of that business.

the

coming

50th

anni-

Century-Fox

“Grapes of Wrath,”
— United Artists

by

John

Steinbeck.

“Lovers Must
Learn,” by Delmar
Daves
and
Irving Fineman, to David L. Loew as one of the
vehicles
on
his
1939-40
production
program.
— Universal
“Call

a

Michael

Messenger,”

Kraike,

as

a

by

Sally

vehicle

Sandlin

and

the

“Little

Tough
Guys.”
“Before
Your Eyes,” by Roy Chanslor.
lor has been signed to script for Producer
Yohalem.
— Walter Wanger

ChansGeorge

“Send Another Coffin,”
Garnett will direct.
— Warner
Bros.
“Ed Sullivan's
two-reel subject.

for

by

F.

G.

Presnell.

Hollywood,”

by

Ed

Sullivan,

Tay

as

New

Melodrama

Series

a

Two in Los Angeles to
Wisconsin Theatreman
Los

Angeles — The Dreamland and Mission theatres have been purchased by
Charles Terrizo of Oconto, Wis., from

Laurant

Mason, Australian distributor for Columbia, is spending a few days at the studio
en route home from a business jaunt to
New York.

Leaves

To Join Mann

FWC

Post

and Walsh

Los Angeles — Jules Laurant, manager of
the Fox West Coast Strand Theatre in
Pasadena, has resigned to become city
manager for the Mann and Walsh circuit
of Modesto, near San Francisco.

By Merman , Kadden

Role lor Lawes

With its first film, “Paper Town,” to
be produced entirely on location in Oklahoma, “Doc” Merman and Alan Kadden
have announced the formation of Arlington Pictures, planning to make a series of
action melodramas for the state right
market. Merman, formerly an associate
of B. F. Zeidman, and Kadden are now in
Oklahoma building interiors. They return
to Hollywood shortly to line up a cast and
technical crew.

Columbia has signed Warden Lewis E.
Lawes to make his acting debut, as well
as to author a script titled “Men in Sing
Sing.” He will portray his real-life role
in the prison drama.

George

Amy

Upped

George Amy, film cutter, has
boosted to a directorship by Warner,

been
with

“The Return of Dr. X,” starring Boris
Karloff, as his first assignment. He is

"Girls” lor Simon
in assignments

currently

finds S. Sylvan

Simon set to direct “These Glamor Girls”
at Metro instead of “Dancing Coed,” which
has been shelved temporarily.

On
Markey

Ellis

production.
“Father
Damien,”
biography of the Belgian
priest who
sacrificed his life in behalf of the

were due back at M-G-M, Mayer having
journeyed to New Brunswick to receive the
degree of doctor of philosophy. Cecil

A change

“Witch in the Wilderness,” featuring
Spencer Tracy, will be directed for Metro
by King Vidor. Mervyn LeRoy produces.

by

by Philip
G. Robin-

Republic’s “Man of Conquest” there.
Louis B. Mayer and Howard Strickling

“Dancing Co-Ed,” a story by Albert
Traynor, will be produced for M-G-M by
Edgar Selwyn. Albert Mannheimer is
scripting and S. Sylvan Simon will direct.

Vidor Directing Tracy's Next

“Reno,”

in Scotland Yard,”
vehicle for Edward

Clarence Mullins. Terrizo’s son Francis
will manage the Dreamland. Terrizo, who
operates two houses in Oconto, will make
his permanent residence here.

To Color Post
Cinecolor has placed Edward Rutherford, veteran film laboratory technician,
in charge of screen projection. He was
formerly with Universal and the Davidge
Laboratories.

“An
American
MacDonald, as a
son.
— RKO
Radio

The
Dix

next

starring

scale,

Washington.”

“The

First John M.

Old

Maid.”

Brown

Set

“Desperate Trails” has been set as the
first of the seven-picture series of westerns starring Johnny Mack Brown for
Universal. Albert Ray is the producer.

Life of Washington

at Republic,

budget

editing

picture

for Richard

to be filmed

is “The

Life

on
of

a bigGeorge

on "Untamed"
Paul Paul
JonesJones
has been
assigned to produce “Untamed” at Paramount. It is being slated for an early start.
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FWC
Two

Contracts

to Build

40 Attend Columbia

in Los Angeles

Western Regional

Los Angeles — Two new houses in the
metropolitan area are to be added to the
Pox West Coast chain, under terms of
construction deals just negotiated by
Charles P. Skouras, FWC president. One,

Los Angeles — With the program and
procedure substantially paralleling those
of its regional convention at Atlantic City,
as reported in detail in Boxoffice for May

a 900-seater, will be erected on West Pico
Blvd. near the site of the proposed new
Paramount studio, costing $135,000, and to
begin work within 30 days. Tire other is a

6, approximately 40 members of Columbia’s
six western exchanges flocked to the Ambassador Hotel in Hollywood for the third
and final of the company’s territorial sales
parleys, which officially wound up Monday evening after a three-day session.
Delegates from Seattle, Portland, San
Francisco, Salt Lake City, Denver and Los
Angeles participated in the meeting under

1,200-seater to be constructed in Inglewood at a cost of more than $150,000.

Grand,

Torrence,

Opened

Torrence, Cal. — The Grand, Theatre
850-seat house owned by Abe and Mike
Gore, has opened for operation.

the chairmanship of Abe Montague, general sales manager, aided by Rube Jackter,
assistant sales head, and Jerome Safron,
supervisor of the six western districts.
Montague reaffirmed Columbia’s sales
policies for the new season, as previously
stated, declaring the company will take no
stand on the question of dual-billing of its
product during the coming year, in which
regard he pointed out Columbia is not in
the exhibition business. He again declared the company has pledged its unanimous support of and cooperation with
the exhibitor- distributor trade practice
agreement, from which Montague said
there will be absolutely no deviation.

GENERAL

SCENE

First two days were given over to a detailed scrutiny of the 1939-40 product
lineup and discussion of individual selling policies to conform to local conditions
in territories covered by each exchange,
and was highlighted by the introduction of
a “sales reel” intended to supplant the
customary product campaign book. The
reel, originally created for use only in the
western sales meeting, met with such approval that President Harry Cohn informed the gathering prints will be supcountry.plied to exchanges in all parts of the
The clip contains excerpts from future
Columbia productions and is interspersed
with

LOS

ANGELES

brief comments by producers and directors concerning their plans for the new

season.

Cohn

delivered

a

first-hand

discussion

of his company’s new season product
plans, repeating the information revealed
at the Atlantic City parley and printed in
the May 6 issue of Boxoffice.
Those in attendance:
From Los Angeles — Wayne
C. Ball,
manager; Seymour Fisher, Bert Lentz,
Harry Wineberg, Max Meyer, D. E. Pratt,
Eddie Mack, Ralph Dostal, Johnny De
Costa.

SAN

At the Columbia

FRANCISCO

Regional

Meet —

In the Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles. Top view shows Abe Montague,
general sales manager, and his assistant. Rube Jackter, on arrival. The
second scene takes in the entire assemblage lor the western regional sales
parley. From the Los Angeles branch came Ralph Dostal, booker; Bert Lentz,
salesman; Seymour Fisher, salesman; Wayne Ball, manager; Max Meyers,
office manager; Harry Wineberg, salesman, and Eddie Meek, accessory manager. From San Francisco: Phil Weinstein, salesman; Carl Scott, salesman;
Jack Tillman, manager; Mel Klein, office manager, and Torey Roberts,
salesman.
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From Denver — R. C. Hill, manager; Barney Shooker, Sam Dare, Sam

Cramer, Tom Robinson. From Seattle —
L. N. Walton, manager; Ray Ackels, Keith
Beckwith, Bill Kostenbader. From Portland— J. R. Beale, manager; W. T. Withers, Clarence Tillman, Lou Metzelaar.
From San Francisco — L. E. Tillman, manager; Torey Roberts, Carl Scott, Phil
Weinstein, Mel Klein. From Salt Lake
City — W. G. Seib, manager; Harold Green,
Kenneth Lloyd, L. E. Kennedy, Walter
Sterzer.
Mike
the

Newman,

exploitation

manager

for

western territory, handled the arrangements for the convention. He headquarters locally.

BOXOFFICE

:: May

27, 1939

Columbia

Capers

Los Angeles — The local delegation found
it couldn’t indulge in one of the favorite indoor convention sports — selling the
scenery and climate of the Golden West to
visiting firemen from the effete east — because everyone attending was a westerner.
To make matters even worse, the Angelenos soon discovered they were facing
plenty of competition along Chamber of
Commerce lines, with Carl Scott, San
Francisco salesman, and Barney Shooker,
of Denver, displaying considerable lung
power in loudly singing the praises of the
climatic and scenic advantages of their
respective bailiwicks.
*

Instead

*

*

of arbitrarily scheduling

the

usual party at the company’s expense,
Columbia’s executives queried the visiting
delegates as to whether they desired to be
wined and dined in the customary way, or
would prefer planning their own night out
to suit their individual tastes and charging it to their expense accounts. The unanimous vote was for the latter, and the

PORTLAND

majority selected Earl Carroll’s theatrerestaurant as the locale of their revels,
although several gave that swanky spot
the go-by and chose Slapsy Maxie Rosenbloom’s. Ken Lloyd says those who frolicked at Maxie’s chose the place because
they wanted to find out what makes people slaphappy besides peddling film.
*

*

*

Dapper Jack Tillman, manager of the
San Francisco offices, was the best-dressed man at the conclave. Blossomed out
in a beautifully-fitted, hand-stitched single-breasted number which won out hands
down over anything his competitors had
to offer.
*

*

SEATTLE

*

His ministerial appearance won for Neal
Walton, Seattle manager, the nickname
“The Deacon,” but Neal parked his
when he went out among ’em at
Carroll’s, according to lurid, albeit
flicting stories that cropped up after
affair.
*

*

Bible
Earl
conthat

*

The visiting exchangemen were all very
favorably impressed by President Harry
Cohn’s address, his frankness and the
down-to-earth manner in which he handled his part in the convention. Cohn
forsook formality and his speech became
almost a round-table discussion, as the
company president emphasized all Columbia’s personnel are working together
and that he was willing and eager, at any
time, to ansv/er questions from the salesmen, bookers and exchange managers concerning the new product lineup. Proving
his attitude was not a pose, he surprised
the delegates with his knowledge of the
names and respective assignments of almost every salesman present.
*

*

*

Sam Dare bemoaned the fact there was
no special convention train, since each
group came individually from its headquarters. No special train meant no big
poker or crap games, the absence of which
seriously cramped * Sam’s
*
* style.
Ray Ackels, one of the Seattle salesmen,
picked six winners in eight races SaturBOXOFFICE
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SALT LAKE

More

Columbia

CITY

Conventioneers —

In Los Angeles. From DENVER: Sam Cramer, salesman; Bob Hill, Denver
and Salt Lake City supervisor; Tom Robinson, booker; Sam Dare, salesman; Barney Shooker, salesman. PORTLAND: Clarence Tillman, salesman; Jimmie Beale, manager; Tilly Withers, salesman; Lou Metzelaar,
office manager. SEATTLE : Ray Ackels, salesman; Neal Walton, manager;
Bill Kostenbader, office manager; Keith Beckwith, salesman. SALT LAKE
CITY: Ken Lloyd, salesman; Bill Seib, manager; Harold Green, salesman;
Walt Sterzer, booker; L. E. Kennedy, salesman.
day— of which sensational feat he boastfully informed his fellow-conventioneers.
An immediate check was instituted, however, and revealed that they were all
mind bets, which prompted Bill Seib, of
Salt Lake City, to caution Ray that he’d
better quit before he loses his mind.
*

Second
product

*

*

only in importance to the announcement of Columbia’s new season
was the revelation that Tilly

Withers’ full name is J. Warren Trafalgar Withers III. (No monocle). Tilly
doesn’t use the entire awe-inspiring formula, however, in his film-peddling jaunts
around Portland and environs.
*

*

*

Abe Montague was being swamped with
requests to relate the story about Harry
Cohn, Bill Perlberg and the efficiency expert. Harry’s got a duck and the efficiency expert is scouting around for a hat.
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the Row with the aid of crutches, but he
hopes to throw them away within the next
three weeks.
Eddie

Hudson,

head

of General

Films,

has gone back to his headquarters in Portland. Eddie announces that he will handle the reissue of William S. Hart’s “Tumbleweeds” in this territory . . . Frank
Christie, head booker for the HamrickEvergreen theatres, captained the winning
team
Chase

Westerner
Jack

Goes

G. Berman,

Theatre,

RKO’s director of exhibitor
York headquarters.

Los Angeles,

chatting

relations, in the company’s

with

H. M. Richey,

Fair lounge

at New

% HE A T T IL IE s
'J'HE Seattle baseball team is home again
for a two weeks’ stay and the theatres
again are feeling it. This town has a fighting team and all games, except Sunday, are
played at night. The result is that from
12,000 to 14,000 fans are in the park every
night, and on Sunday afternoon for a
double header. To make things tougher
for the show-shops all games, except Sunday, are broadcast both at home and away,
with the result that Mr. and Mrs. Pan stay
home and listen. Along with the hot
weather now here and the fishing, swimming, beaches, golf and baseball, the theatre owners are left holding the bag, which
is sure empty.
Frank

Newman

sr. is back

from

a tour

of the theatres he supervises in the northwest for the Skouras interests. The trip
was made to stimulate further activities in
the Spyros Skouras Showmanship Drive
now in full swing. After contacting all
managers in the main towns in Oregon and
Washington, Newman conducted a special
meeting of the Seattle gang in the Music
Hall Theatre . . . Grandstand seats are being advertised in the dailies to see their
Majesties the King and Queen of England
when they visit Victoria. Many theatre
owners and Filmrow-ites are planning
cross the border for the big event.

to

The time is at hand again for that good
old annual golf tournament held by the
Northwest Film Club. The committee selected includes Jack Rosenberg of Evergreen Theatres, Roy Peacock of the B. P.
Shearer Co., and Bill Shartin of Warner
Bros. For the ladies’ share of the fun the
committee includes Mrs. John Hamrick,
Mrs. B. F. Shearer and Mrs. Guy Navarre.
The date is planned for early in June with
prizes totaling $600. The tournament is
not restricted to Film Club members only,
but is open to everybody connected with
the film trade and exhibition. Tire exact
date and place will be announced within
the next week.
On
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May

27 a picnic will be held by the

members

President’s Paper
Hunt Club. Frank

was doubly proud because his secretary,
Betty Pritchard, has the honor of being
the first woman president of the club.
In her honor the club staged the biggest
turnout ever known in the history of the
club . . . Eddie and Zella Lamb have moved
to their summer home on the Island and
last weekend tried out their new canoe.
Both found out that canoes are tricky
things to handle and that water can be
awful wet at times . . . Martha Hildebrand
of the 20 th Century-Fox office is back at
la. desk after vacationing in Des Moines,
her

Visiting in East —

Eastern

in the annual
at the Clearbrook

of

the

University

Christian

Jack O’Donnell, traveling auditor for
Monogram, is in town and will spend a
few days with A1 Goldstein, the Northwest
head

man

back

after

. . . Dorothy Fox of the Hamrick-Evergreen auditing department is
visiting Portland . . . Harry

Black, formerly owner of the Grand Theatre here, is back in harness once again.

Church, headed by the Rev. Doctor Hastings, the padre for show business world
in this territory. Not much news in a picnic, but there is news when Jim Hone, secretary of the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of Washington, offers to be the cook,
and bigger news when his offer was accepted. Now Jim has to cook dinner on
Richmond Beach for over 100 people. It
will be one tough job, for the beach has
anything but the comforts of home . . .

Cecil Fames, office manager there. Cameraman Jack Kuhn of 20th-Fox is in town

At last A. H. “Mac” McMillan is going to
take that long promised trip to California.
Mac, who is the manager of the Northwest
Film Club, will be gone for ten days. First
he will go to Los Angeles to join his wife,

shooting a
be released
members of
commission
scenic and

who is visiting with Mac’s brother. After
a few days there they will journey to San
Francisco for a gander at the fair. Mac
also will visit various clubs to gather ideas
that can be used in the Film Club.

take

pictures of the Columbia river salmon, Bonneville dam, skiing at Mount
Rainier, Grand Coulee dam, Dry Falls,
Puget Sound sailing, Olympic National
park, lumbering, apple growing and many
other interesting views.

After an illness of 16 months, Joe Merrick made his appearance on the Row
this week. Joe, formerly connected with
Educational and other film companies, was
last seen as manager of Grand National
when that company first opened here. He
looks young and healthy and has gained
some 20 pounds. . . . Conventioneers still
are going and coming. To Hollywood for
Columbia’s meet are Neil Walton, manager, Keith Beckwith and Ray Ackels, salesmen, and Bill Kostenbader, booker. Returning were Guy Navarre, manager for
United Artists and his salesman, Pete

Although midget auto racing has been
banned in the city of Seattle the races are

Higgins. Jack O’Laughlin stopped in San
Francisco where he has taken over his
old spot. Back from the San Francisco
meeting of Metro bookers are Harry Blatt,
head booker here; R. M. Nicholson, and
Joe Comer, office manager. Preparing to
leave shortly is the RKO
gang. Eddie
Lamb, manager, Jack Nelson, salesman,
and Louie Goldsmith, head booker and
office manager, are due to leave, but it
is hoped that Salesman Jack Burk, who
was injured in an auto wreck, will be able
to go along. Jack is appearing daily on

Harry has taken over the Empress Theatre in Spokane. The new policy has not
been announced as yet, but it is expected
it will be double bills with special roadshow
attractions being set in at various times
. . . Mel Hulling, coast manager for Monogram, spent a few days here with A1 Goldstein, then left for Portland to confer with

“Magic Carpet” travelogue to
soon. Jack conferred with
the Washington State Progress
gathering data on outstanding
industrial subjects. He will

being

held outside of the city limits. Application was made for the Civic Auditorium, but was turned down 6 to 3 by the
city council. The MPTO opposed the racing
in the city.

Slightly Crowded
Marquee
Los Angeles — Mac Sinift left a mark
for other exhibitors to shoot at by
crowding the marquee of his Del Mar
lowing:
for a Saturday matinee with the folThree

features;

25 studio

two

juveniles

song-and-dance

cartoons;
on

revue;

the

a serial;

stage

50

in a

prizes,

in-

cluding baseball bats, dolls and bicycles; and a free candy bar to every
child attending.
customary dime.

Admission
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Impressive

IILCM ANGELES
J^ECLARING that outstanding American
pictures still are garnering satisfactory business in the Orient despite the
Sino-Japanese turmoil, Michael M. Berger, manager of the Columbia exchange
in Tokyo, Japan, has been spending a
few

days in discussion with local Columbia officials prior to continuing his trek to

New York. Berger sat in on the company’s
western regional convention as the guest
of Jerome Safron, western division manager . . . Filmrow observed an hour of
silence May 22 when funeral services were
held at Forest Lawn for Fred A. Miller,
veteran exhibitor and once owner of the
Carthay Circle Theatre. Miller died in
Blythe, Ariz., of a heart attack, leaving as
survivors his widow and a sister.

M. E. Bayliss, partner of George Bourke
in the Nuart and Tivoli theatres, Sawtelle,
came in on one of his infrequent visits . . .
Earl Strebe of Palm Springs and Balboa
Beach, brought along his father and his
brother, George . . . Bob Whitson and
Herman Lewis of the Whitson-Lewis circuit, picked up the luncheon checks for
the managers of six of their houses, all of
whom were Filmrow visitors on the same
day . . . Bernard Leavitt came in to acquire product for his El Miro Theatre,
Santa Monica.
Booking visitors: George Haines, California Amusement Co., Pasadena: Bill
Martin, Hemet Theatre, Hemet: Ned Calvi,
Plaza, Hawthorne; Fred Siegel, Palomar,
Oceanside: Harry Nace of the Nace Circuit, and his booker, Grace Mullins, in
from Arizona: Justin La Font, Forum,

lor

Congress , Los Angeles

tre, Moore Park, came in for bookings
Also Bill Peck, La Moda, Atascadero;

. . .
Bill

Braman, Temple and Studio, San Bernardino; Mrs. Ben Aranda, Circle, Corona;
J. L. Steinbach, Fairoaks, Pasadena.

Sam Cooper, head booker in Metro’s Salt
Lake City exchange, and his wife stopped
off briefly en route home from the bookers’ convention in San Francisco . . . A. J.
O'Keefe, Universal’s western district manager, is off on a tour of his western offices.
Jim Quinn has broadcast a plea for all
fellow exhibitors to aid him in selecting
an unusual Spanish name for his new
house, now being constructed in East Los
Angeles . . . The Filbert Motion Picture
Supply Co. is installing projection and
sound

equipment in the New Center Theatre, Galston-Sutton house, and in Tom
Smith’s Regal . . . B. F. Shearer is in-

theatre

Opening

stallingTorrence.
800 new seats in the Gore
in

Los

Angeles — With

an impressive

array

of studio talent on hand, the new 900-seat
Congress Theatre opened here under the
ownership of William and Joseph Steinberg and the management of Clark Spaeth.
Pete Smith, of M-G-M, was master of ceremonies. Stars attending included the Little Tough Guys, Frankie Darro, Ralph
Byrd, Joan Fontaine, Russell Hayden,
bara Read and Eduardo Ciannelli.

Bar-

Large Will Rogers Fund
Raised in FWC Houses
Los

Angeles — Fox

West

Coast

theatres

in California, Arizona and Montana collected $32,034.56 in the recent Will Rogers
Memorial fund campaign, final tabulations
reveal. The money has been divided
equally between the Salvation Army and
the fund headquarters in New York.

Bros’

Nathan
Fred Mercy sr., Seattle circuit operator,
and Syd Turner, one of his assistants, were
guests at the Warner lot . . . Dan Carroll,
manager of the Prince Edward Theatre in
Sydney, Australia, was guest of honor at a
luncheon at the Paramount studio, tendered by Y. Frank Freeman, home office
studio contact.

San

Cohn

Engaged

Francisco —
Boxoffice’s correspondent here, Nathan Cohn, announces

his engagement to Enid Markowitz, daughter of M. L. Markowitz, local theatre operator. The young couple will be wed
within the next two months.

Buy Globe , San Pedro
Akins on "Intermezzo"
O. Selznick

Hollywood — David

has

set

Zoe Akins to script “Intermezzo,” Leslie
Howard starrer. William Wyler directs.

Los Angeles — Sam Decker and Ben Peskay have purchased the Globe Theatre, San
Pedro, from J. W. Thomas, taking over its
management immediately.

Barstow . . . Charlie Bragg, local insurance man; Guy Gunderson, United Artists
salesman, and Koby Wartman, who operates the Deluxe Theatre, vied in a friendly
bowling match . . . The juvenile stars of

TRADE
A HANDY

Metro’s “Our Gang’’ comedies were set to
make a personal appearance at the Saturday matinee at Bard’s

Pasadena

Harvey

Kny,

Racine,

Wis. exhibitor;

Klein has appointed Grady Belton Whitehead as the new manager of his Tele-View
Theatre, newsreel house in Hollywood . . .
Mrs. Charles Gaertner, El Rancho Thea-
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EQUIPMENT

AND

AIR CONDITIONING

SUPPLIES

Carabin
Breck Photoplay Supply Company
A Complete

Line of Theatre

Supplies

and

Equipment

1969 So. Vermont
B. F. SHEARER

RE. 3151

COMPANY

“Theatre Equipment Specialists”
Heywood-Wakefield Seats
Wagner Silhouette Letters
Motiograph Projectors
1968 So. Vermont

RO.

THEATRE

1145

Engineers"

1914 So. Vermont
— Over

30 Theatres

EXPLOITATION
Now

Los Angelas

in 1937 —

PICTURES

Booking

DICKENS'SHOP"
’THE CHARLES
OLD CURIOSITY
starring
“THE FORBIDDEN TERRITORY"
Gregory
Ratoii
Binnie Barnes
starring
“THE SECRET OF STAMBOUL"
Valerie Hobson

DECORATORS

starring
“THE Edgar
CRIMSON
CIRCLE"
Wallace's
Noah Berry

Specialists in Theatre Decoration
NAT SMYTHE & SONS
Decorators
1914 So. Vermont

Engineering Company

“Air Conditioning

Phil

Starkovich of Raton, N. M„ and Sherburne Graves, who operates a theatre in
Boston, Mass., were all visitors at the
Warner studio in Burbank . . . Arthur

BOXOFFICE

GUIDE FOR THE EXHIBITOR

LOS ANGELES

Theatre.

John St. Polai and his wife, exhibitors
from Holtsville, paid one of their infrequent visits to the Row . . . Other visitors,
intent on booking, included Guy Van Derberg, Forum Theatre, Ontario; Vincent
Russo, Casino, San Diego; Mike Rapaport
of the Arlington; Dave Rector, Ebell,
Long Beach; Bud Gore, La Mar Theatre,
Manhattan Beach; Claude Davis, Seville,
Inglewood . . . Harry Taylor, National
Screen Service manager, is in New York
for two weeks on business . . . Harry Vinicof has opened Filmrow offices for his
Vinicof circuit, right across the street
from Fox West Coast . . . Ben Bernstein,
operator of the Wiltern, is still confined
to his home, ill, but reportedly much improved.

DIRECTORY

RE. 3578

Wm.

G. Smith's lewel Productions

1912 So. Vermont

RO. 2205
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SALT

LAKE

500 Anti-Trade Bills
J^RTHUR
G. CATLIN, special Samuel
Goldwyn representative, was in town
during the week laying advance plans for

sends in a paraJJERSCHEL STEWART
graph of the Pox West Coast Theatres

As Windup Nears

operation and news as follows: “Ted Kirkmeyer, manager at Helena, who won the
Metro annual showmanship exploitation
prize cables from Paris that the 50,000

Los Angeles — Something of a record
will have been established when the state

Frenchmen were right . . . ‘Rick’ Ricketson is due for a look-see of his district
beginning June 3. Polish the brass, gentlemn. . . Dick Dickson, district manager
out of Los Angeles, ’phoned
filling station and asked why

here from a
the big snow

in May. ‘Don’t you guys know what time
it is — what season, I mean,’ (it has been
cold here for a few days). I’m upping to
Montana to visit Bill Steege who swears
by all things that his vacation starts May
27. Steege, the mountain district manager for Idaho and Montana, plans to go
to Manila during his 90 days’ leave . . .
Fred Glass, district manager for the Rick
Ricketson division out of Salt Lake City,
has moved his family to Salt Lake. The
Glass ranch is a castle on a hill at the
3500 block in the Murray district. Fred
is the father of seven and a grandfather
of one. Fred looks 22 and on the Row he
is ‘Kid Glass.’ ”
‘‘Union Pacific” went into its fourth
consecutive record-breaking week. It was
held over at the Studio Theatre and also
at the Centre, making the first holdover
for the latter . . . A. W. Hartford has been
appointed as new sales manager for the
Salt Lake City United Artists branch, having come here from the San Francisco
U A office . . . James R. Keitz, local Mercury chief, is covering Montana on an extended sales trek . . . George Derrick, Sam
Cooper and Myron Darling of the local
Metro force attended the company’s
convention in San Francisco.

sales

Max

Carlton Miller’s next book or motion picture scenario will feature “Salt
Lake City, or maybe just fishing,” it was
said here after the prominent author of
“I Cover the Waterfront” and other successful books, visited this city and showed
keen interest in Utah, pioneer events, and
fishing. Miller was en route to Wyoming
angling areas. The author, now a resident
of LaJolla, Cal., was accompanied by Sam
Marx,

scenario director for Columbia studios . . . More than 600 Indians from
Cheyenne and Navajo reservations took

part in scenes of “Union Pacific.” The
Indians were filmed at Iron Springs, Utah,
near the entrance to Zion national park.
Ready for the finals in Jesse L. Lasky’s
‘‘Gateway to Hollywood” talent search is
Miss Barbara Louise Smith of Ogden, Utah,
wimier of the sectional contest staged in
Salt Lake City, April 29, which was judged
by Bryant Washburn.

Dickson , Turner and Spear
Win FWC Drive Checks
Los Angeles — Dick Dickson, supervisor
of Los Angeles District No. 4; Nick Turner,
managing the San Francisco district; and
Dick Spear, Eastbay territory supervisor,
garnered the three big checks in Fox West
Coast’s first-quarter business drive. Handouts were made by Charles P. Skouras,
FWC president, who also paid off 127 other
winners with cash and trophies.

70

"Music

legislature at Sacramento terminates its
session early in June, with a preliminary
survey revealing that of some 3,000 bills
introduced in various committees or actually brought before the senate or assembly,
from

450 to 500 pertained to or could potentially affect motion picture exhibition
in the state.
These range from a bill seeking to legalize dog-racing, tabled when pressure was
applied by a bloc headed by Fox West
Coast and the Independent Theatre Owners of Southern California and Arizona to
a proposal calling for an amusement admission tax of one cent for each penny
of admission above 50 cents. This, too,
was

pigeonholed
tion committee.

by the revenue

and

taxa-

The landslide of proposed legislation
affecting theatre operation, to a greater or
less degree, has
cording to W.
estate manager
a large portion

been unusually heavy, acH. Lollier, tax and real
for FWC. Lollier has spent
of his time during the past

two months

keeping a watchful eye on developments within the state legislative
body and has made frequent trips to the
state capital. He is conceded a large share
of the credit for causing the tabling of
many of the bills which showmen feel
would be injurious to their operations.
The remaining weeks of the session,
however, may see a number of the tabled
bills revised, according to Lollier, particularly that pertaining to the legalization of
pari-mutuel dog-racing — a factor which
will force him, and others interested in
the

protection of film
double their efforts.

exhibition,

to re-

pEGGY
O’NEILL has returned from
Seattle where she spent a short vacation with her husband. Arch Bowles, before he left for a trip east for Fox West
Coast . . . Jim Riley is boasting with new
samples of his U16 chairs.
The renovated Liberty Theatre here has
been taken over by Jim Peterson, veteran
burlesquer. Peterson formerly was at the
Capitol.
The Fox-Wilson Theatre in Fresno has
been reopened . . . Five local Paramount
men will attend the company convention
in Los Angeles, June 8, 9 and 10. They
are: Neal East, branch manager; Henry
Hawstein and A1 Taylor, salesmen; Jack
Hurley, booking manager, and the ad sales
manager, R. C. McDonnell.
Seen

in town:
gram; John Di

Mel Hulling of MonoStacio; Dan Neuman;

Bryant
Washburn
(on his “Talent
Quest”); George Smith,
Willets; Al
O’Keefe, Universal; Fred Mercy sr„ Seattle; Tom Malloy, Napa; Joe Huff, Stockton; Fred Young, Bill Tam, Charlie Koerner, RKO.

School”

and

“The

Real

Glory”

. . .

Ray Stumbo of Salem’s Hollywood was
among the visitors on the Row present
. . . Betty Mount has been away on part
of her vacation . . . Vic Keedy now has
leave for the same reason. Vic thought
something of going to Vancouver, B. C„
until he heard the King and Queen would
be there and he then decided it would be
too crowded.
Ted R. Gamble was chairman of a show
staged in the municipal auditorium in
honor of Crown Prince Olav and Crown
Princess Martha of Norway and acted as
master of ceremonies for the same show
. . . Mose Mesher was plenty busy arranging a press preview for the sports departments of Portland three dailies besides the
drama departments . . . Down Eugene way
the projectionists started a banquet at
midnight and ended up at 4 a. m. . . .
E. H. Shaw has purchased the interest of
John A. Cameron in the Keylor Grand
Theatre in Walla Walla for $6,106.55 in a
mortgage foreclosure. The
closed for several years.
Kenny

Hughes,

house

manager

has been

of the

Music

Box, is passing out cigars. It’s a son, his
second child. A daughter was first . . .
Jimmy O’Connel of Eugene was in town
booking . . . Jimmy Beale has left for the
south for a Columbia convention . . . Margaret North of the Hamrick-Evergreen
office was a bridesmaid at a wedding in
Olympia . . . Herb Sobottka spent his day
off horseback riding . . . Mary Wilkinson,
Al Finkelstein’s secretary, to be married
in June, is completing her trousseau . . .
Al Finkelstein spending the weekend at
the beach . . . Ron Harrington operating
a popcorn machine successfully . . . Frank
Newman jr. planning on building a house.

Abe Rabinowitz is accepting presents on
his 19th birthday. Abe is at the President
. . . Vic’s country store is playing ten
houses in this vicinity . . . Gladys Hoffpower is giving out presents on her birthday (candles).
The

Roxie, El Rey, and possibly the Liberty in Sacramento, are on the fire for
Golden State . . . Mildred Dingle and
Harriet Toms of 20 th-Fox are taking it
easy on their vacation . . . Moulin Rouge
is being reopened by Allan King . . . G. C.
Clover fought the carnival that was hurting his Rex Theatre in Oreville by showing nudist and sex pictures.
Jack Tillman, Mel Klein, Tony Roberts,
Carl Scott and Phil Weinstein attended
the Columbia convention at the Ambassador in Los Angeles . . . The Warner Exchange Club attended the Ice Follies en
masse last Friday.
Rene “Volcano” La Marre is now residing in Oakland. He will manage the New
Hopkins (not yet opened) and
dale for the Goldsmith circuit.
BOXOFFICE
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Plenty of Humor at

Testimony-Taking

Metro's Regional

Apparently

Chicago— About

85 employes

of the local

M-G-M exchange, together with office
managers, bookers and checking supervisors of five midwest offices, attended the
banquet which closed the regional conference here at the Palmer House.
The banquet offered plenty of humor,
topped by a comical broadcast with impersonations of President Roosevelt, Hitler, Mussolini, King George VI, Jimmy
Pidler and others. Bill Bishop, divisional
exploiteer, was toastmaster at the banquet.
Home office executives who attended the
meetings and the banquet were Alan F.
Cummings, in charge of exchange operations; Charles K. Stern, assistant treasurer
of Loew’s, Inc.; Joel Bezahler, assistant to
E. M. Saunders; Parke D. Agnew, traveling master booker; William Brenner,
checking department, and Mike Simons,
editor of the M-G-M house organ, The
Distributor.
Chicago delegates at the sessions were
John Kemptgen, Edna Frank, Dave Moskowitz, Walter Bennin, Harry Hopkins,
Arthur O’Toole, and Charles Vetrover.
Other delegates were, Detroit: Gilbert
Becker, John Dembeck, Ambrose Fitzgerald, and William B. Potts; Indianapolis: Foster Gauker, Donald MacLeod,
and Dewey Taute; Milwaukee: Joseph Imhoff, Arthur Sontag, and William Sorenson; Minneapolis: Albert Putz, Arthur
Zuelch, and George Deutz.

Kalafats
Theatre
Garrett,

to Build a New
at Garrett

of Garrett,

Partner Employers Seek
To Halt Construction
Ind. — Filed

in DeKalb

circuit

court here is a suit by R. Wayne Smith
and Hobart Hart of Auburn, seeking to
stop erection of the new theatre announced in Garrett toy A. C. Kalafat and
his brother, George Kalafat of Cleveland.
The complaint states that in 1928 an
agreement was made for Kalafat to manage two theatres in Garrett, the Royal and
Pastime, owned by Smith and Hart, on a
salary basis, and for which Kalafat was
also to receive one-half the profits. The
Pastime was later closed. Smith and Hart
also claim that Kalafat bought the proposed new Garrett theatre’s site without
their knowledge at a time when they were
considering purchasing land for that purpose, and also that another theatre would
be detrimental to the Royal now in operation.

Shortened
Hollywood

—

to ''Maisie"

Metro’s

Lady” has been shortened
BOXOFFICE
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Chicago — And

months !

so,

various intervals arguments will be heard
and read into the record for Judge Woodward.

RICH
far,

far

into

the

Such probably will be the record of the
testimony now being conducted before
Special Master Edgar Eldredge in the
government’s criminal contempt case, in
which Barney Balaban, B&K and seven of
the eight majors (Columbia excepted), are
accused of violating Federal Judge Charles
Woodward’s 1932 consent decree.
Boxoffice

learned

arguments

would

be

heard this week on B&K film rentals and
exchange receipts. Government attorneys
are seeking from B&K complete records of
their annual film rentals paid to every
exchange here for B&K and Great States’
circuits from 1926 to the present. In addition, the government is asking from the
exchanges a record of total film rentals
collected annually from 1926 to the
present, from B&K, Great States and independent exhibitors. Defense attorneys
planned to argue against this.
The government contends, it is understood, such records are obtainable from
the income record files in Springfield, 111.,
but that the case can be hurried along by
B&K and the exchanges furnishing the
data from their own files.
Documents in the case are being presented regularly by both the government
and the defense. Intermittent halts are
expected in the case when counsel for the
defense may be confined to other cases. At

“Maisie

Was

to “Maisie.”

27, 1939

C

a

Opposition to Chain
Tax, Racing Bill
Madison,

Wis. — Law

enforcement

of-

Proponents of the measure said it would
succeed in raising $28,000,000 in new state
revenue. The theatre tax under the bill
ranges from $5 per theatre to $100, depending upon the number of houses in the
circuit. In addition, it proposes a seat
tax of from two to 30 cents per seat.

Essaness and I-I Will
Remodel Properties
Theatres

will

spend about $15,000 remodeling the Lexington Theatre and the two adjacent stores,
when they take the house over from Warner Theatres.
Essaness is spending
its American Theatre.

The government has begun introduction of innumerable contracts, film statements and theatre boxoffice reports, suppoenaed from B&K and the exchanges.
Also on file are subpoenas of the exchange
branch managers and office managers. As
the case got under way recently, in court
were Jack Osserman, RKO branch head;
Tom Gilliam, Warner; and Mannie Gottlieb, Universal, together with Elmer Upton, B&K auditor. However, they will not
be required to remain regularly in court,
but subject to call whenever needed for
testimony by the government’s attorneys.
The government has Robert Wright and
Seymour Simon, special assistants to
Trust-Buster Thurman Arnold, and Warren Canaday, in charge of the anti-trust
division of the Chicago district attorney’s
office. Sitting in for the Federal Bureau
of Investigation is Van Pelt.
Arrayed against the three government
attorneys is a crew of some 14 defense attorneys from numerous local legal offices,
and the distributors’ home offices. Here
from New York are Fred Pride of 20thFox; Graville Whittlesby, RKO; and Lou
Phillips, Paramount.
Among the local firms defending the
case for B&K, the majors and Balaban are
some of the top-notch legal companies in
the city, including Mayer, Meyer, Austrian
and Platt; Defrees, Buckingham, Jones
and Hoffman; Spitz & Adcock; Sonnenschein, Berkson, Lautman, Levinson and
Morse; and Kirkland, Fleming, Green,
Martin and Ellis.
During the initial arguments on introduction of documents, Robert Golding, one
of the B&K attorneys, let it be known that
there are some 5,000 to 6,000 documents
to be gone over by government experts,

ficials and utility and mutual insurance
company representatives appeared before
the assembly judiciary committee here in
opposition to the Mace Bill, which provides, among other things, for the legalization of pari-mutuel betting and horse
racing in Wisconsin and a chain tax on
theatres.

Chicago — Indiana-Illinois

Suit

Job

Long-Time

Ind .

Ind. — A. C. Kalafat

and his brother, George Kalafat of Cleveland, have announced plans for erection
of a $25,000 theatre, to be ready for opening September 1. The house will be called
the Kala, and will be operated in addition to the Royal Theatre, which A. C.
Kalafat now operates here.

Auburn,

By GENE

in B&K

$7,500 remodeling

which he ventured “is going to take the
government’s experts several months to
inspect.” This was in answer to the government’s demand that not too long a
time be granted for the okay or rejection
of documents as they are introduced for
evidence. The contracts, etc., are in 24
cases reposing in Judge Woodward’s
chambers to be opened as they are needed.
They are all records from B&K, ordinarily
in the care of B&K’s
New

Hearing

Independent

auditor Upton.

June 19 for
Case

Chicago — With

activities of all defense

lawyers centered about the government
contempt case, the suit of the independent
exhibitors against practically the same
defendants — B&K and the majors — again
is set back on the federal court calendar.
Judge James Wilkerson, before whom
that case will be heard, has set the new
hearing date for June 19. Attorneys for
both sides have remarked that they hope
to have all other matters cleared away by
that time in order to get hearings under
way then.
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Summer Closing Talk

Duals Withstanding
gEN MARKUN
of New York is visiting
his brother, Harry, operator of the
Talbott and Belmont theatres here . . .

Chicago Fusillade
By

B. O. TELLER

Chicago- — With the double-feature bill
by Representative Elmer Schnackenberg,
Republican, of Chicago, laughed right out
of the Illinois legislature, and the same
fate probable for similar bills; together
with little likelihood of any settlement or
compromise in the independents’ anti-trust
suit against B&K and the majors, it appears that duals are safe for at least another season in the Windy City.
The

usual talk among independent exhibitors of '‘what about double features?”
is still heard along the Row, but it is felt
certain that it will get no farther than
the conversation stage. B&K apparently
is satisfied with this policy, so much so
that in many spots the chain is using
triples occasionally.
Said Representative Edward J. McCabe,
when Schnackenberg’s
for a roll call:

bill was

brought

up

“When the picture houses lost Bank
Night, they had to put in double features
to survive.”
Ridiculing
Leo

of the

bill continued

D. Crowley, Republican
tive from Peoria, remarked:

when

representa-

“The picture house is a nice clean place
to hide for three hours. Besides, it has
made many homes happy and rested many
mothers. Let’s get out of double features
in the house.”
Edward G. Hayne of Ottawa asked: “If
burlesque shows are double features?”
Schackenberg immediately let it be
known he would move to strike the bill
from the calendar.

planning to air condition his newly-acquired Brownie in Brownsburg.
Roy Stewart, who recently resigned his
post with National Theatre Supply here,
is seriously ill in St. Anthony’s
Terre Haute.
R. R. Bair, former

Hospital

circuit operator

at

here

and now secretary of the newly-formed
Olson Theatre Enterprises, is vacationing
in Minnesota for ten days. Bair hopes to
land some of the big fish reported in the
Minnesota waters.

Contests May
in Illinois

Springfield, III. — Illinois’ four women
representatives have banded together to
outlaw walkathons, endurance dancing or
roller skating contests that last more than
twelve hours.
Mrs. Maud N. Peffers (R) of Aurora
has

had a bill drafted against such affairs as a public health measure. Rep-

resentatives Lottie Holman O’Neill (R) ,
Downers Grove; Lizzie Barnes (D) , Carmi
and Bernice T. Van der Vries (R), Winnetka, are giving it their support.
Mrs. Peffers said an investigation had
shown such endurance contests to be health
wreckers.

Gossip

A special kiddie matinee on Saturday
has been tried and found popular at the
Ritz here, with the result Grey Kilbourne,
manager, announces it will be a weekly
attraction through the summer months.
The management adds a western to the
regular program to give the youngsters the
action they demand.
Indianapolis theatres are planning on at
least a few days of good business. With

prior to the race. Programs
booked with this in mind.
Shelbyville

have

police are sending

been

who

admitted robbing the Ritz in Shelbyville of $350 several weeks ago. Lamson is
quoted as saying he staged the holdup with
another man he met on the road and from
whom he separated after the robbery.
here has had its marquee
The
front and display

frames are in seasonal colors. The parking lot surrounding the theatre has been
enlarged, and attendants have been added
to give patrons

prompter

service.

150 in Temporary

the

sidewalk

and

in

boxoffice

is that most

of the

actually

contemplated

lack of product
turns.

and

are due

mainly

not poor boxoffice

circuit has

to
re-

closed four, the

Crown, Crane, Kenwood and Archer. Auerbach Brothers have closed their Panorama.
Frank

Ford,

who

operates

is understood

the Stadium,

considering

clos-

ing for the summer ‘‘due to lack of product.” Ford has two suits pending: One
Leo

Solomon,

charging

fraud

and

deceit in the sale of the lease of the theatre, the other against B&K, Sam Meyers,
and major distributors, charging violation
of the anti-trust laws.

It is also understood that Great States
is planning their usual summer closings
of “C” houses in several down-state towns.
However, nothing has been decided
far on what houses to shutter.

thus

inspector of the Indiana fire marshal’s office in charge of all theatre inspection. . . George L. Levy entertained

chief

Haney and
Douglass
and Alex Wilhelm
law

wife and sister-inat his home. Haney

operates the Albion at Albion, Ind., and
Wilhelm is the former owner of the Albion
and New Haven theatres.

an officer

to Syracuse, N. Y., for a man who identified himself as Herbert Lamson, 33, and

The Strand
redecorated.

resulted

along the Row

against

ettes also have been “installed”
the customers’ aesthetic sense.
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has

circuits are planning to close houses during the summer slump. However, closings

of a like system at the Von Ritz in Bedford. Harry also is planning a new glass
front for the Strand at Crawfordsville.

directly on

Service Employes’ union, Local 150.
The union picketed the house after Herbert J. Neuser and Oliver Schmidt, new
operators, determined to operate without
a janitor. The union contends a contract
made with the former operator covering
the employ of a janitor, remains in effect.

which

grosses toppling seriously not only in the
neighborhoods but also in the loop, begins
the season of closing rumors.

Harry Vonderschmitt has installed a
cooling system in his Indiana Theatre,
Bloomington, and has started installation

Violet, Milwaukee ; Local
Milwaukee — A temporary truce, pending further negotiations, has been reached
between the Violet Theatre, local neighborhood house, and the AFL Building

time,

Evanston,

Dick Neall, manager of the St. Clair, reports a new boxoffice has been installed

Truce

Chicago — The first few days of warm
weather coupled with daylight saving

Schoenstadt
Republic previewed “Man of Conquest”
at the Vogue here immediately after a
luncheon meeting of Hidianapolis theatre
owners.

the Memorial Day race coming on Tuesday this year, there should be many thousands of visitors in town over the weekend

Endurance
Face Ban

Opens in Chicago

J. B. Sconce, operator of the theatre in
Greenwood, Brownsburg and Edinburg, is

new

usher-

to please

Roy Gordon of Fort Wayne, Ind., plans
to open his ?iew drive-in theatre May 30.
Gordon was in town completing film deals
and making arrangements for the big
opening.

Miss Lee Waiss, in the office of GerBar, Inc., here, is recuperating at the
Methodist Hospital from an appendectomy.
Lee is getting along nicely and is expected
to return to work in a couple of weeks.
New air conditioning systems are being
installed in the Rex, operated by Ernest
Tamler, and in the Tuxedo, operated by
Irving Tamler. Both installations will be
completed within the next few weeks.
A

new

theatre

corporation

has

been

in Delaware to do business in Indiana under the name of Alliance Theatre
Corp. Officers of the new company: P. J.
Dee, president; Stanley Kaplin, secretary;
Herbert Stern, treasurer, all of Chicago,
and William J. Friedman and LeRoy Weis,
directors.
formed

Roy

Perry, manager of the Oriental, announces improvements there will include
new restrooms, screen, marquee and a
comfortable lounge for women patrons.
Al Hedding, recently appointed manager
at the Uptown here, points urith pride to a
new and larger screen, new carpets in the
aisles, and
restrooms.
Pat Hyland

redecorated

and

has replaced

refurnished

Joe Scherer

as

Having approved the new air conditioning system installed in the Garfield at
Terre Haute, J. B. Stine, owner, is preparing to leave for his summer home on
Long Lake in northern Wisconsin.
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stock and fixtures of Midwest Theatre Supply were sold at auction Monday,
with numerous exhibitors and others
present at the sale.
Roy Bruder
struggling the
schedule tor
trouble: How

and Dave Wallerstein were
other day over the Monday
the Chicago Theatre. The
to sandwich in two broad-

casts; one was Eddy Duchin’s regular commercial he had to do away from the theatre, and the other the Dr. I. Q. broadcast
from the stage.
Ben Cohn, manager of the Warner Bros.
Frolic, has won another contest. This time
fourth prize and $50 in the “Submarine
Patrol” contest for his promotional campaign.
Bob Kennedy, manager of Warner’s
Hamilton Theatre, is enjoying his last few
days of bachelorhood. He takes the jump
June 10 . . . Mabel Myer is back at B&K
after a cruise around the world.
Jean Lynch, Bill Bishop’s secretary at
M-G-M, is vacationing in Bermuda . . .
Max Factor of B&K is back from his vacation, which took him westward.
Harry Levinson, RKO booker, named to
be office manager in Detroit, received a
traveling bag from his fellow members of
the Bookers’

Club

shortly before he left.

Monogram’s young Martin Spellman was
a busy boy during his stay here. First,
Harry

Downstate
Move
“very

much”

Illinois Exhibitors

Toward

Organizing

revived.

Stanley

Theatre

Supply

has

purchased

the goodwill, customers’ list and name of
the Midwest Theatre Supply Co. from
Jack Lieberthal.
Ike Van Runkel, veteran film distributor, for many years retired from the industry, died this week at the age of 70

president of Exhibitors’ Ass'n of Chicago:
and Jules Rubens of Great States.

M-G-M’s “The Great Waltz,” that he had
his advertising agency call the local exchange to find out in what way he could
purchase outright a print of the film to
place in his library for his own personal
use.

Charles
Two

Here and away were Mary Pickford, en
route to New York in interests of her
cosmetics and to meet Hubby Buddy Rogers, and also stopping here long enough
to get more details about adopting a
baby from Evanston’s famous foundling
home, “The Cradle” . . . Murray Silverstone of United Artists, also en route back
to New York, and Harry Carey, going back
to Hollywood all on the Chief.
Warren Standish, vice-president of the
Chicago Cinema Club, will be one of the
speakers at one of the forthcoming meet-
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which

is now

Hotel

next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 31, at the Abraham Lincoln
in Springfield.

Besides those mentioned, others who attended the meeting here were: E. E. Alger,
Alger circuit, LaSalle; Fred Anderson, Anderson circuit, Morris; H. U. Bailey and
S. T. Traynor, Bailey circuit, Princeton;
A. B. McCollum, McCollum circuit, Hoopeston; A. Marchesi, Marchesi circuit, Amboy;
George Kerasotes, Kerasotes circuit,
Springfield; F. N. Weber, Great States,
Chicago; Steve Bennis, Lincoln; H. R.
Barricklow, Toluca; Joe Burke, Batavia;
Wright Catlow, Barrington; Charles Dyas,
Earlville; Joe Emma, Lake Forest; Nils
Frye, Danville; R. J. Miller, McHenry; T.

Terrizo Takes

in Los Angeles

B. Shaver, Henry; Sidney Sankstone, Crystal Lake; Sam Tishman, Wheaton; Charles

Sequel
to “Arkansaw"
Hollywood
— Republic
has assigned Dorrell and Stuart McGowan to prepare an
untitled hillbilly musical as a sequel to
“Down in Arkansaw.” The Weaver
ers and Elviry will be featured.

Broth-

TRADE
... A

A letter endorsing Warner’s “Confessions
of a Nasi Spy” has been sent out by the
German- American Cultural League of Chicago, reportedly with 85,000 members, who
are opposed to the Nazi regime.

ings of the Bookers’

The

Bob Kennedy and Ted Turrell, the two
Warner managers entering matrimony,
were guests at a bachelor dinner given for
them at the Warner clubrooms Tuesday.

York.”

This one really happened, says M-G-M’s
Bill Bishop: So thrilled and pleased is a
wealthy Chicagoan with the music in

national regulation of our industry.” Zorn
declared that the UTO has no affiliation
with either the MPTOA
or Allied.

Healy, co-partner of Herman Saperstein,
in the Wabash Theatre, died this week.
Healy was 54 years old.

tres here from Clarence Mullins. Terrizo’s
son Francis will manage the Dreamland.
Terrizo will reside here permanently.

of New

he stated “we exhibitors of downstate Illinois have long felt the need for a united
front against all legislation and state or

Other speakers included Ed Kuykendall,
president of the MPTOA; Morris Leonard,

he took the youngster to the Garrick Theatre on Friday for the opening day of
Bob Hope and his wife, Dolores, together
with Jerry Calonna, are set for a week at
the Chicago Theatre, beginning June 30.
Next week, Tommy Riggs opens a week at
the ace B&K house.

Alfred Zorn, Pontiac, 111., who was chairman of the meeting, cued the session when

He was one of the original organizers of General Film Co. . . . Bert

years.

Los Angeles — Charles Terrizo, operating two theatres in Oconto, Wis., has purchased the Dreamland and Mission thea-

“Streets

to combat inimical legislation and forestall government regulation was foreshadowed when exhibitors, representing about
75 theatres, attended the organization
meeting of the United Theatre Owners of
Illinois held at the Congress Hotel here.

details for the world premiere of RKO’s
“Career” in Des Moines. He conferred
with Ralph Rolan, Barret McCormick and
others.

Smythe, Henri Elman’s press director, took him out to help get the opening of Riverview Park officially under way,
which meant space in the papers. Then

Monogram’s

Chicago — Closer working agreements between downstate Illinois, a hitherto unrecognized sector, and Chicago exhibitors

Ralph Branton, general manager of the
Blank-Publix circuit in Iowa and Nebraska, was here this week conferring on

HANDY

Cuchan and son, Canton; R. H. Schoelhorn, Dundee.
Zorn named an organizing committee
including Bennis, Emma, Kerasotes, Catlow, Frye, McCollum, Rubens, Anderson
and Dyas.
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Interveners Diminish

Three Planning Units

In Ouster Action

On Monroe, Madison

St. Louis — The original group of 103
defense interveners in the ouster suit

Madison, Wis. — Two local and one outof-state firms have announced plans for
the erection of theatres on Monroe St.
here. The Nicolet Corp., Minneapolis,

against John P. Nick, vice-president of the
IATSE and Clyde A. Weston, business
agent of Local No. 143 of the operators
union, is gradually melting away. Last
week the number was cut to 52 when Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oakley permitted 21
additional interveners to withdraw their
support of Nick and Weston.
None

of the 21, however,

has

become

a

plaintiff in the ouster action. The original list of 19 plaintiffs in the suit now
stands at 66.
An appeal from Judge Oakley’s order
ousting Nick and Weston from control of
the assets and affairs of Local No. 143 has
been taken to the Missouri supreme court
by defense interveners.
The
the

affairs of the union

now

are under

control of James McKeown, temporary receiver appointed by Judge Oakley.

Judge Oakley last week construed a
contract between Local No. 143 and Fanchon & Marco as giving Receiver McKeown authority to designate the operators to be employed by the company. Following the resignation of an operator at
one of the Fanchon & Marco theatres the
theatre management protested against the
designation of a replacement projectionist by the union and sought to select an
operator. Judge Oakley handed down his
ruling following a review of the contract.

Medical

Association

Agreement

With

plans the erection of a $40,000, 700-seat
house in the 2800 block; the Ashley Theatre Co., a 900-seat house at 1903 Monroe
St., and the Fair Oaks Theatre Co., a 720seat house at 1700 Monroe St.
The Ashley company operates the Orpheum, Strand, Parkway and Madison
here and the Fair Oaks company the Eastwood. Currently, the city has seven theatres.

Campaign
"Take"

tion’s annual convention held here.
Seven union projectionists were assigned to work at the convention while in some
instances physicians and other professional men were permitted to operate the
projection machines.
Some weeks ago John P. Nick, vicepresident of the IATSE, demanded that
union operators be employed on every
machine used at the convention. These
demands made by Nick caused the association to notify its members that motion
pictures would not be shown at the convention, but when Circuit Judge Ernest
F. Oakley on April 7 ousted Nick and
Clyde A. Weston, business agent of Local
No. 143, from control of the union, W. C.
Braun, business manager of the convention got in touch with Receiver McKeown
and a satisfactory deal was worked out.

again. His exploitation of “Confessions of
a Nazi Spy” brought plenty of the “long
green” to his boxoffice.
Among the features of his campaign
were newspaper ads stating that no Nazi
could stop the Paramount from giving the
public the truth about their spies. Harry
garnered plenty of publicity by having the
National Guardsmen do sentry duty in
front of the theatre while his ushers and
usherettes wore the Nazi swastika several
days in advance of the opening. He also
had a special preview a week in advance
for business and civic leaders.

Joel M. Harrold

Rites

Rushville, Ind. — Funeral services were
held here for Joel M. Harrold, 80, father
of Roy E. Harrold, operator of the local
Princess and Castle theatres. The widow,
two sons and a daughter survive.

find to a Bund trooper’s uniform from a
local costumer and attired the ushers and
then converted them into sandwich men
totin’ placards
fair. Do not

bearing the warning “Unsee the Nazi spy at the

Ambassador.”
The sandwich
and

men

made

up

as Hitler

wearing swastikas on each arm became pickets, parading in front of the

theatre. The Crawford’s phone began to
ring in protest. He explained to each
caller that it was an exploitation stunt

Legion were going to give the ushers the
“raus mit ’em” if they were not withdrawn.
In the meantime they were subjected to
considerable oral abuse by passersby as
several hundred persons stood across the
street and watched the proceedings.
Finally

some

Legionnaires

appeared

and

told the
picketstheto ushers
“beat ittoor sneak
else.” around
Crawford ordered
the block and enter the theatre through
the stage door. The Legionnaires followed
and by the time the ushers reached the
stage door they were in full flight. The
Legionnaires were a tough bunch to be
convinced by Crawford that the whole
stunt was a gag. But, at any rate, the
usher-pickets didn’t appear on the street
again. The theatre management upped its
advertising budget considerably.

ST. 1IL
^[■HE
legislation ofcommittee
board
of aldermen
St. Louis of
has the
approved
a bill to impose a 5 per cent tax on admissions to professional baseball, football,
ice hockey, soccer, softball, tennis games
and automobile races of all kinds. At
present, none of these sports, except baseball, is taxed. The professional baseball
clubs pay a $150 yearly license fee. It
has been estimated the new measure will
raise $250,000 annually.
Commercial

artists in St. Louis

have

or-

ganized the Artists’ Union and are affiliated with the International Printing Pressmen’s Assistants’ Union and the American
Federation of Labor. C. M. Peter, secretary,
says the group has 62 charter members.
There are about 250 full-time artists and
part-time employes here eligible for membership, he adds.
Wally

Heim,

assistant

advertising

chief, is an expert airman.

Ray

Nolan, formerly Chicago city salesman for RKO, is the new branch head
here for that organization . . . Blackstone,
the Magician, moved
co’s Fox Friday, May
First

returns

into Fanchon
26.

show

$1,300

& Mar-

has

pledged toward the $10,000 guaranty fund
being raised to support the St. Louis School
of the Theatre, to be operated by the Little
Theatre in conjunction with Washington
University . . . Funeral services were held
at Quincy, 111., for Peter Pinkleman,
eran motion picture exhibitor.
“The

Puritan,”

French

film

banned

vet-

in

New York, was shown here at the S’Renco
Screening Room . . . Extensive improvements on the air conditioning system at
Loew’s Theatre is wider way, the work
being done without interruption of shows.
The Chase, swank night spot in the hotel
of that name, is spending $15,000 for an
air-conditioning system and will remain
open all summer. Zephyrs sweeping the
hotel’s roof from Forest Park interfered
with the music, so Sidney Hartman, manager, decided on air conditioning.

and

publicity man at Loew’s State, has enlisted as a student flyer at Lambert-St.
Louis Flying Field. James E. Harris, who
is Heim’s
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by "Nazi Spy "

Anderson, Ind. — Harry Van Noy, manager of the Paramount here, has done it

Union

American Medical Ass’n regarding the
showing of motion pictures and lantern
slides on medical subjects at the associa-

St. Louis — In putting over an exploitation stunt for “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,”
at Fanchon & Marco’s downtown deluxer,
Manager Harry Crawford frightened two of
his ushers badly and himself suffered from
hoarseness. It was all brought about when
Crawford rented the nearest thing he could

but it didn’t appease. One call warned
Crawford that members of the American

by Noy Helps

Effects

St. Louis — James A. McKeown, temporary receiver for Local Union No. 143, last
week worked out arrangements with the

Too Realistic

been

Ray Quillen, doorman at Loew’s, is still
receiving congratulations on Ray jr„ born
a few weeks ago. This hopeful young halfback thus far has shunned the company of
his 2-year-old sister, preferring his dad as
a playmate. Papa Quillen is some footballer.
Bob Crosby’s orchestra on the stage at
the Fox got away to a fine start and the
cash customers continued to come in generous numbers. There isn’t a dull moment
in the 57-minute show.
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A Newsreel Theatre
For Chicago Loop
Chicago — A

lease

for 20 years,

calling

Sheboygan , Fond Du Lac
Councils Close Season
the season’s

final meeting of Better Films councils in
various state cities.
At Fond

du Lac, L. P. Goodrich, superintendent of schools, in addressing the
local club, urged photoplay appreciation
courses in schools to teach children to see
screen plays objectively.
Goodrich minimized effects of individual
films on children’s minds, asserting that
what is taken away from an experience
is largely the reflection of what is brought
to it. Repeated visual experiences of a
certain character, he said, cannot help
produce telling effect.
At the Sheboygan meeting, the following new officers were installed: Mrs. William Festerling, president; the Rev. Daniel
H. Stahlmer, vice-president; Mrs. Carl
Esch, second vice-president; Mrs. Theodore Grasse, secretary; Mrs. Glenn Lycan,
corresponding secretary, and Mrs. Charles
Hewett, treasurer.

A " First Nighter" Series
Planned by Lasky Scout
Chicago

—

James

Moore,

RKO

director

and talent scout, here for the second of
the “Gateway to Hollywood” search, informs Boxoffice he plans to produce a
series of three-reelers based on stories of
the “First Nighter” program of radio.
“I plan to begin work on the first one
right after I get back from the current
search for RKO,” said Moore. He said
he would produce them independently of
any studio and will not seek a distribution
outlet until the initial one is concluded.
Moore plans to use unknowns as leads,
supported by prominent character actors
of silent days, such as Bryant Washburn,
Jack Mulhall, Herbert Rawlinson and
others.
BOXOFFICE
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aids are being turn-

ed out by Larry Stein, publicity director
of the Chicago zone of Warner Theatres,

There have been numerous reports of
newsreel houses going into the loop, but
this is the first that has gone this far.
B&K for some months considered making
their Garrick such a house; it was reported also a 400-seat newsreel house
would be constructed in the Merchandise
Mart. Both went no farther than the
gossip stage.

saw

ATO Radio Program

the Stretch

Chicago — Numerous

for a $40,000 annual rental, plus a percentage of the profits, has been taken by
Midwest News Reel Theatres, Inc., on the
600-seat house being erected as part of
the new tax-saver Capitol Bldg, here, at
State and Randolph streets.
Those interested in the house from New
York are Herbert Scheftel, president; A.
J. Burger, secretary; Arthur Nelson, treasurer; Paul Warburg, Edward Reeves and
others.

Milwaukee — Last week

Down

and his department, for the “down-thestretch” drive in the Warner national campaign. And it won’t be his fault, or that
of the other executives under Jimmy Coston, Chicago and Wisconsin zone director
of the Warner house, if managers in this
area do not win.
Given to every one of approximately 75
managers in the Chicago and Wisconsin
districts are special memo calendar pads,
containing daily reminders for the 91 remaining days of the contest during June,
July and August. Each has the heading
“Down-the-home stretch for Jimmy Coston in June, July and August — ‘to end it
1939.’ ” every manager has had
In for
addition,
fine
since last year a special volume on exploitation, prepared by Stein. Additional
pages to this loose-leaf manual were given
them every quarter, and they have just
received those for the final three-month
period. Included in the last set are ideas
for the managers to cash in on daylight
savings time, moving days, Decoration day,
the Fourth of July, “cool" copy, June
weddings, father’s day, carnival week and
anniversary week.
The manual was arranged for the managers to keep it as an annual reference
to locate ideas for special occasions. Among
the data listed in the other quarters were
football tieups, Columbus Day, Hallowe’en,
Armistice Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas
and pre-Christmas campaigns. New Year’s
Eve special shows, Lincoln and Washington
birthdays, Valentine’s Day, Easter Sunday,
Mother’s Day, and many others.

Thirty From Chicago May
Attend Allied Meeting
Chicago — Between

20 and

30 Chicagoans

plan to attend the national Allied States
convention June 13 to 15 in Minneapolis,
according to Jack Kirsch, president of Allied of Illinois.
Among those, besides Kirsch, who will
attend include Ed Brunnell, Charles
Cooper, John Mednikow, Dick Sachsel,
Tippy Harrison, Henri Elman, Ben Lasker,
Elmer Benesch and wife, Jack Rubin, Joe
Pastor and Harry Goldman.
Kirsch has sent a letter to all his membership advising the exhibitors of the importance of the convention to the independent theatre owner, stressing the vote
to be taken there on trade practice code
action.

Garrick Will Darken
Remodeling

for

newly-formed

Indianapolis — Study

of a proposed

radio

program to be sponsored by Indianapolis
exhibitors highlighted the regular monthly
luncheon meeting of the third district
membership of Associated Theatre Owners
of Indiana here.
Suggested by Edward Devney, representative of radio station WIBC, the program
would run 15 minutes and cover a period
of 13 weeks, starting sometime in June.
It would be designed to appeal primarily
to women, feature news from Hollywood,
reviews of new pictures and musical selections from current Indianapolis bookings.
Present at the meeting were: Harry
Markun, chairman, Talbott Theatre;
Oscar Kuschner, Hollywood; Claude Allison, Strand; Dick Neall, St. Clair; Harry
Nagel, Dream; A1 Hedding, Uptown; Forrest Quinn, Vogue; Ed Zeyen, Zaring; Roy
Perry, Oriental; Grey Kilbourne, Ritz;
Bob Hessendenz, Walker; Don Rossiter,
Association office.
Col. Cole Finds Regionals
Approve

Allied Path

Indianapolis — Satisfaction

with

the

re-

action to Allied’s national program as
gathered in his tour of regional units was
expressed by Col. H. A. Cole, Allied president, during the special meeting of the
Associated Theatre Owners of Indiana
board here. The purpose of the trip, Cole
said, was to bring national Allied and its
sectional groups closer together, a goal he
declared seemed close to realization.
Present at the meeting were:
Maurice Rubin, Michigan City; Leonard
Sowar, Muncie; Oscar Fine, Evansville;
Tom Baker, Indianapolis; H. H. Johnson,
Madison; Wm. Studebaker, Loganport; H.
Lisle Krieghbaum, Rochester; Alex Manta,
Chicago; Walter Easley, Greensburg;
Trueman Rembusch, Franklin; Ernest L.
Miller, Earl Bell, Mark Wolf, Oscar
Kuschner and Don R. Rossiter all of
Indianapolis.

McCormick

and Rolan

Discuss
" Career " Bow
Chicago — S. Barret McCormick,

to
RKO

publicity and advertising director, and
Ralph Rolan, RKO home office executive,
are due here to confer with Wrigley executives on the proposed world premiere
of “Career” in Des Moines, la.
“Career” is the film taken from Phil
Stong’s book, which is co-starring the two
unknows unearthed in the first Jesse L.

Program

Indianapolis — The

Suggestion Studied

Gar-

rick Theatres, Inc., has leased the Garrick
Theatre here from Frank Sanders and will
close the house for an extensive remodeling program after which it will be reopened as the Esquire. Garrick Theatres
is headed by Joe Cantor, ex-United Artists
branch manager here, and operates the
Rivoli and Emerson on the east side.

Lasky “Gateway to Hollywood” search. It
would be premiered in Des Moines because
that is Stong’s home town, and the locale
in
the story
western
city. is similar to that of the mid-

Scripts Own
Hollywood — Roy

Original

Chanslor

has been

as-

signed to script his own original, “Before
Your Eyes,” for Producer George Yohalem
at Universal.
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"Kid" Following

Gregg on Probation
In Copyright Case

Chicago — One
sends
for:

Chicago — Imposition of sentence was
postponed and R. E. Gregg, a film distributor who operates the Pan-American
Laboratory here, was placed on probation
for one year by Federal Judge Philip L.
Sullivan on Gregg’s plea of guilty to the
charge of distributing unauthorized duped
copies of motion pictures.
Gregg was liable under the copyright
law

to a fine of $1,000 or one-year imprisonment, or both. Earlier, B. Gold, who

was

detained with Gregg, was released entirely and the charges dropped.
For over a year, Harold L. Groves, of
the copyright bureau, had been investigating, at the request of the distributors, the
source of supply of duped 35 and 16mm
prints in the middle west. These prints
were traced through New York, Ohio,
Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Vii'ginia,
Iowa, New Mexico, West Virginia and
Indiana.
Later, Jack H. Levin, director of the
copyright protection bureau, turned over
evidence secured by Groves to the federal

bureau

of investigation, and both departments worked together on the case.
Gregg was indicted March 10 by the
federal grand jury here. He pleaded guilty
before Judge Sullivan on May 9 and received his probation and postponement
of sentence pronouncement May 19.

Other Changes in Chicago
Trail Nolan Promotion

Nick Humm, office manager, becomes
head booker, with Joe Cozzi, head booker,
taking over the south side sales work that
formerly was assigned to Nolan. John
Clark, Indiana-Illinois salesman, becomes
north side and suburban salesman, while
Ray O’Brien, home office auditor, is named
office manager.
Sam Gorelick, who has been helping the
various salesmen, will now confine all of
his activities to his Chicago sales manager
post.

Judges

Busy

on Second

' Gateway ' Talent Hunt
Chicago — Here for three days auditioning talent for the second “Gateway to
Hollywood” search of RKO and Jesse L.
Lasky, were Ralph Rolan of RKO’s home
office, Jack Mulhall and James Moore of
the west coast studios.
Jules Serkowich was in advance and
garnered over 2,000 applicants for the talent seekers to interview. Auditions were
held daily at the Sherman Hotel.

Extends

Jane Withers

Hollywood — Jane Withers’
20th-Fox has been extended.
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contract

at

Essaness

readers

along, and it’s vouched

“I am a ‘dyed-in-the-wool’ reader of
your helpful magazine and feel sure that,
with

your

cooperation,

this little happen-

ing, ii maae public, would prove interesting to your many satisfied readers:
“It seems that when Harry Miller, former assistant manager of the Essaness
West-End Theatre, and now at the Crawford, left the former he had such a terrific ‘kid’ following that he was besieged
with pleas from his young admirers not to
leave the theatre. Now at the Crawford
m his seventh week, ‘Kid’ Miller
now called) receives visits from

(as he is
his little

friends who find it ‘necessary’ to toddle
over to the Crawford whenever they find
it convenient to do so. Shortly after he
left, the kids got up a petition for his return, which later was presented to Mr. Edwin Silverman of Essaness.”

By Morris Leonard
Chicago — Morris

Leonard

the Exhibitors’ Association
becoming inactive because
the organization has been
State-Lake Theatre Bldg.
status

denies

reports

of Chicago is
the office of
closed in the

of the Exhibitors’

Associa-

tion is no different than ever before,”
Leonard told Boxoffice. “We are just as
active as ever, participating in handling
legislative and all other matters.”
Leonard explained the only reason for
the closing of the office was to facilitate
handling of matters between Leonard and
his secretary, Miss Myrtle Collins. Miss
Collins has moved all records of the assoBldg.,

ciation directly into the B&K Loop-End
which puts her in closer contact

with Leonard, who is president
hibitors’ Association.

of the Ex-

Mrs. David Ross Renamed
By Photoplay
Indianapolis — Mrs.

Indorsers
David

Ross

was

Springfield, III. — Five film stars have
been definitely assigned to attend the
world

premiere

of the

20th

Century-Fox

production, “Young Mr. Lincoln,” at the
Fox-Lincoln Theatre here, May 30. Heading the artists will be Arleen Whelan, Alice
Brady and Eddie Collins, all members of
the cast, Cesar Romero and Binnie
Barnes.
Henry Fonda, cast in the title role and
at present on a tour of South America
with his wife, will not be able to reach
this city in time for the premiere, according to Lou Davidson, advance representative of Rodney Bush, 20th Century-Fox
Co., publicity director, who revealed the
assignment of the five to the premiere.
The film stars will arrive in Springfield
at 11:45 a. m. on the morning of May 30
in special cars attached to the Alton railroad streamliner, Ann Rutledge. Accompanying them will be scores of press representatives from leading newspapers and
telegraph wire services, drama and film
critics from over the nation and scores of
other celebrities together with officials of
the film company.

"Inactive" Talk Hit

“The

Chicago — With the promotion of Ray
Nolan, Chicago RKO salesman to become
branch manager in St. Louis, and with the
transfer of Harry Levinson to Detroit, several other changes in the local office have
been made by Branch Manager Jack
Osserman.

of our

the following

Five Stars to Attend
"Lincoln" Opening

Plans for the premiere are rapidly nearing completion under the direction of
Davidson and indications are there will
be thousands of persons thronging the
city throughout
catch a glimpse
celebrities.
Headlining

elected president of the Indianapolis Indorsers of Photoplays at the annual meeting in the Claypool Hotel.
Other officers: Mrs. Casper Kempf,
first vice-president; Mrs. Urban K. Wilde,
second vice-president: Miss Helen Daily,
third vice-president: Mrs. Clarence J.
Finch, fourth vice-president; Mrs. Mary
Sharp, corresponding secretary; Mrs.
Galen Doyal, recording secretary; Mrs. A.
J Hueber, treasurer; Mrs. H. D. Tutewiler,
parliamentarian; Mrs. Roscoe Williams,
membership secretary, and Mesdames L.
Robert Mottern, Leo Waddell and H. W.
Southard, board members.
A resolution was adopted to seek to
have one of the Hardy family films made
here as a typical American city location.
The organization also went on record in
support of the Indianapolis Symphony
Orchestra.

premiere

will

be

the

singing of Marian Anderson, famous colored contralto, who will be introduced to
the guests at
radio audience

the premiere and to the
by Lowell Thomas, screen

and

radio news commentator. The broadcast will be carried over the nation-wide
network of the Mutual Broadcasting system and radio station WCBS commencing
at 8 p. m.
The premiere will take place in the
auditorium of the Fox-Lincoln Theatre
and will be audible to those unable to
gain admission to the theatre through loud
speakers of a specially prepared public
address system.
A luncheon

re-

the

the day and night to
of the film artists and

will be held Tuesday

by the

Mid-day Luncheon Club at the Leland
Hotel honoring the stars and celebrities.

"Mikado"

for the Palace ;
Welles Also Is Booked

Chicago — Universal’s “The Mikado,” in
Technicolor and starring Kenny Baker,
opens at the RKO Palace, June 2. The
Palace also has booked Orson Welles and
his dramatic unit, opening June 9.

Salem

Repairs

Salem, Ind.— Installation of new seats, a
new air-conditioning unit, new heating
plant, and redecoration of the interior are
among the many renovations taking place
at the Indiana Theatre here, which is
managed by Harry Herle.
BOXOFFICE

:: May

27, 1939

More Candy Counters Are
Placed in B&K Houses
Louis Kerasotes, local
were in Chicago on
business . . . Charlie Farris, sales representative for Columbia, was here calling
on accounts.
Q.EORGE, Gus and
theatre owners,

Chicago — Not passing up any bets for
additional revenue, B&K has been installing
additional candy counters in many of its
theatres in the city.

helped promote “Drums” by donning an
exact duplicate of a Scottish Highlander
costume like those used by the British
army in the picture.

Two types of stands are being used: one,
which necessitates employment of an additional girl; and the second, which is placed
beside the door and presided over by the
ticket-taker.

Fred (Sunnyboy) Sliter, who has been
peddling Shrine punch boards throughout
the Chicago territory, dropped two of the
four prizes in Springfield. They went to
Dave Jones, advertising manager of the
Kerasotes theatres, and Edmond Metzger,
manager of the Strand Theatre.

In houses which have large lobbies and
where fire regulations would not interfere
with the placement of a large stand, that
type of candy counter is being used. It
is the experience of B&K that a counter
with a girl operating it, results in many
more sales than the ordinary candy machine.

Earl

Baker,

doorman

at

the

Strand,

In the smaller
The picture, “Only Angels Have Wings,”
will be dedicated to Stanley Kluzek, local
aviator who is planning a flight from
Springfield to Poland in a plane called
“The Spirit of Lincoln,” while the picture
is being shown at the Senate Theatre.
Kluzek will make a personal appearance
at the theatre at 9 p. m. daily.
Edmond
Metzger, manager of the
Strand Theatre, won a cash prize in the
monthly

theatre exploitation contest conducted by the Alexander Film Co. of Colorado Springs. His award was on his mystery radio stunt used in publicizing the

serial picture “Dick Tracy Returns.” His
exploitation idea is the basis of an article
in the June issue of the Theatre Partner.

Switows

in Shelbyville

Shelbyville, Ind. — Nate Kaufman has
leased the Ritz Theatre here to M. Switow
and Sons of Louisville, operators of a chain
of houses in Indiana and Kentucky. Richard Chichester, manager of the Switow
house in Seymour, has been transferred
here. Kaufman purchased the interest of
Max Stahl in the Ritz and now owns the
property himself.

theatres, where

lobby and

foyer space is at a premium, B&K has devised a small stand placed beside the ticket
chopper. While such a stand does not offer
the patron such a varied choice of candies
and gum, it does offer a personal contact
between the patron and the theatre, resulting in more sales than the candy machine effects. Also, this needs no additional employe to operate it.
B&K for some years now has operated
its own candy concession, because the sale
of candies and gum amounts to several
thousand dollars a year in the 53 houses
the circuit operates in Chicago.

St. Clair at Indianapolis
Managed by Dick Neall
Indianapolis — Dick Neall, son of Sam
Neall, operator of the Indiana, Sipe, Fox
and Isis in Kokomo, has joined Olson
Theatres as manager of the St. Clair here.
Neall has been associated with Billy Connors in the management of the Lyric in
Marion for the past several years. He
replaces Frank Moore, who is now with
Hooks Drug Stores as general manager of
the commissary and soda fountains in
their 54 units.

MIIW AtUKIEIE
fOX’S
Palace
Night nopot
is now
at
$1,600.
There Bank
has been
winner
since
its introduction April 12 ... A. J. Cooper’s
Alhambra Theatre, after one week of flesh,
is back on straight
Birth of a Baby.”
A

robin

has

film

fare

constructed

her

ventilator in the projection
Shorewood here.
The

Wisconsin

with

Federation

“The

of the

of German-

Einar Dessau, director of the Tuborg
Breweries, Ltd., Copenhagen, Denmark,
and holder of patents giving him the right
to manufacture animated sound cartoons,
was a local visitor en route to California.

Strand,

Schlax,

former

Oshkosh,

has
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ager of the Bay, Green Bay, succeeding
Norton, transferred here.

Martin

D. Thomas

has renewed

his ten-

year lease on Lloyd’s Theatre, Menominee,
Mich. The house is being operated in association ivith Fox-Wisconsin Amusement
Co.

named

of the
man-

“Professor Mamlock” received a clean
bill of health from the Madison board of
education for showing in a local school
auditorium.
Sol Epstein was dismissed in superior
court at Madison, upon motion of Walter
Bjork, assistant district attorney, from a
charge of setting up a lottery by offering
Bank Night insurance to persons particiNight.

pating in the

By B. O. TELLER
Chicago — Good for at least an additional
1,500 persons in the audience (approximately $1,000 to $1,200 at the boxoffice)
have been each of the two broadcasts of
“Dr. I. Q.” the Mars Candy Company’s
Milky Way presentation over NBC, from
the Chicago Theatre stage, on Monday
nights.
There are two more broadcasts, at least,
to come from the Chicago Theatre, with
the possibility of an additional four weeks’
renewal, before the weekly half-hour show
moves on to Minneapolis or Kansas City.
B&K executives are as well pleased with
the stunt as were Fanchon & Marco heads
when it was used by the Fox Theatre in
St. Louis.
The plan consists of the question -andanswer variety, with “Dr. I. Q.” asking various questions. He has five NBC announcers assisting him in the audience.
“Dr. I. Q.” pops the questions and members of the audience wishing to answer
simply summon one of the announcers who
hands them a microphone. They remain
seated while answering the questions. If
they answer correctly, they receive a certain portion of the $200 in cash prizes
given away at each broadcast. Incorrect
answers are rewarded with Milky Way
candy bars.
It is thought that the lure of seeing an
actual broadcast, plus the added advantage of winning part of the $200 in prizes
besides seeing the regular stage show and
picture, have been responsible for the jump
in business on Monday nights of the
broadcast.
The

initial broadcast

was put on with all

the pomp and ceremony of a Hollywood
premiere, klieg lights, a preview broadcast from the front of the theatre over
NBC station WENR,
Chicago; together
with the attendance of radio celebrities.
Bob Brown, NBC announcer, was emcee
for the 15-minute local broadcast which
preceded the regular network show.
Besides furnishing the entire show to
the theatre, the Mars Company offers several plugs for the coming week’s attractions at the Chicago during the half-hour
broadcast.

nest in a

room

American Societies previewed “Confessions
of a Nazi Spy” at the Paramount exchange. Flicker opened May 26 at the
Warner.

F. B.

Foster

Stage Broadcast of
"Dr. I. Q." Popular

Capitol

Theatre’s

Bank

Foreclosure proceedings have been instituted against the Davidson, local legit
house.

“Dr. I.Q.” is in reality Lew Valentine, a
veteran radio entertainer and advertising
man, who is now a member of the Grant
Advertising, Inc., agency which handles
the show for the candy company.

The Milwaukee Journal
Alters Theatre Guide
Milwaukee — Despite protests from the
circuits, the Milwaukee Journal has altered its theatre guide carrying advertiseone

ments of the county’s
classification.

72 theatres

under

In the past, circuit and independent
houses were listed separately. The new
guide merely designates the locations of
the theatres as downtown and neighborhood, listing them alphabetically.
Independents are said to favor the new
setup, but it is reported Fox and Warner
were opposed and sought to retain the old
arrangement.
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Readers
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will find thia

page a ready source of information on
products which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU.

Information on the following items may be secured by sending in the coupon.
Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed is wanted,
just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

MT517

MT481
MT4S2
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499
MT500

DECORATIONS

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT537
MT538
MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543
MT544
MT545

AIR CONDITIONING

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516

plete
Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed

conditioning

filters

MT519

Main signs and marquees
Signs. Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety
Moving words projector

MT505

Air

high velocity
Air diffusers,
MT51S Cooling
coils

ADVERTISING

plants — com-

and FURNISHING

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous
colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental
Rubber seat upholstery
Rubber floor & wall coverings

LIGHTING
MT550
MT551

MT552
MT553
MT554
MT555
MT556
MT557
MT558
MT559
MT560
MT561
MT562
MT563
MT564

Lumiline lamps
Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers
Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting units
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge
Lighting plants, individual

MAINTENANCE

MT569
MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577
MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT586
MT587
MT588
MT589

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes
Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms, staff
Screen cleaning tools
Venetian blind cleaners

SANITATION
MT641
MT642
MT643.
MT644
MT645

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum
Disinfectants
Deodorant
blocks
Insecticides

MT646
MT647
MT648
MT649

Disseminators
Air purifiers,
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MT650
MT651

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT652

Hand

MT653
MT654
MT655
MT656
MT657

Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans
Plumbing fixtures
Toilet seats

driers,

IF WHAT

YOU

WANT

THIS

ISN'T LISTED, ASK FOR IT BY NAME

UNDER
The MODERN
Room

334 —

COUPON

"REMARKS''

THEATRE
332 S. Michigan Ave.

5-27-39

Chicago, 111.

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items. (List Key Numbers Below).

Remarks:

Name
Theatre
City
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State

electric

SOUND
MT661
MT662
MT663
MT664
MT665
MT666
MT667

Sound systems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers
Condensers

MT668
MT669
MT670
MT671
MT672
MT673
MT674
MT675
MT676
MT677
MT678

Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn
Lens assemblies, sound
Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

complete

PROJECTION
STAGE

USE

ozone

MT591
MT592

Projectors, complete with
Projectors, standard

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT596
MT597
MT598
MT599
MT600
MT601
MT602

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type
Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

EQUIPMENT

sound

MT603
MT604

Rectifiers,
Rectifiers,

MT605
MT606

Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

MT607
MT608
MT609
MT610
MT611
MT612
MT613
MT614
MT615
MT616

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic

MT617
MT618
MT619
MT620
MT621
MT622
MT623
MT624
MT625
MT626
MT627
MT628
MT629
MT630
MT631
MT632
MT633

Change-over devices
Slide projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers
Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors
Rectifiers, magnesium-copper
sulphide

MT685
MT686

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MT688
MT689
MT690
MT691

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MT692
MT693

Footlights
Switchboards

picture

copper-oxide
tube type

STRUCTURAL

MATERIALS

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT706
MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, viterous enamel
Fronts, porcelain enamel
Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715

Accounting

MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719
MT720
MT721
MT722

Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers
Ticket issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff
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Liability Rates in

Feasibility of National

Missouri Boosted

Combine

Kansas City — Theatre liability rates in
Missouri were boosted this month by companies belonging to the National Bureau
of Casualty & Surety Underwriters, according to Finton H. Jones of the Travelers. In Kansas City and St. Louis the
rates per seat per 100 patrons has been 15
cents; it now is 21 cents. If a theatre
handles 100,000 patrons a year, it will
pay $210 under the new rates.
In outstate Missouri rates also were
boosted, here from 10 to 14 cents.
This is the highest that rates in Missouri ever have been. In Kansas they remain the same, 5 cents per seat per 100
patrons, in large cities and small.
Membership

in

the

Kansas -Missouri

Theatres Ass’n saves exhibitors 30 per
cent in liability rates, under a plan introduced several years ago by Jones. Approximately 90 members of the association
have, to date, secured the saving.

Union

Pacts

Reopening

Drawback

in

Minnesota

and musicians’ unions. And it is believed
that it is only a matter of time before
deal will be made by the parties concerned, paving the way for a resumption

of the big de luxe theatre’s activities.
The Benz Brothers, St. Paul multi-millionaire real estate owners and wholesale
liquor dealers, who own and operate the
Palace, lower loop grind house, have agreed
on rental terms with the building’s owners.
They would install as manager, Gordon
Greene, a former manager of the Minnesota theatre who now manages the Palace
for them.
A

policy

already

decided

upon

for the

big house calls for a flat 25-cent admission at all times, first-run independent
pictures and shorts and stage shows built
around a line of girls and including three
to five vaudeville acts, with occasional
band and other traveling units booked in
when they’re available. There
be a cash gift night daily.

also would

If the house is reopened, as now indicated, and the new operators go through
with their proposed policy, considerable
trouble likely will be stirred up in the loop.
Other theatre owners already are aroused
by the threatened daily cash giveaways in
the big house and are considering plans
to combat the opposition. It has been proposed that all other downtown theatres
combine in a huge daily Bank Night in
self-defense. The probable result would be
banning by city authorities of all cash
giveaways in the loop, it’s believed, and
that’s just what is wanted.
The Minnesota Amusement Co. relinquished the Minnesota Theatre when its
lease terminated last January 31. It previously had kept the house dark for a
considerable period because
profitable operations.
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Is Questioned

— Independent

exhibitors

hereabouts doubt whether anything, “outside of a lot of talk,” will come from the
proposal to launch a nation-wide film buying circuit of 2,500 independent theatres
at the Allied States national convention
here June 13-15. Most of those interviewed by Boxoffice on the subject feel that
the idea is impractical and that, for any
number

of reasons,

“it just wouldn’t

work

out.” However, nobody seems to care to
be quoted on the subject at this time.
Another straw in the wind, indicating
that not much stock is being put into the
proposed
although

buying circuit, is the fact that,
the word has gone out to delay

buying new-season product until after the
convention, exhibitors outside the Twin
Cities are going ahead with their 1939-40
buying, according to local exchange heads.
Claim

See Discontinuance

The

Minneapolis — As the result of a conference between President W. A. Steffes of
Northwest

Allied and Carrol Reed, superintendent of schools, showing of motion
pictures in school auditoriums, long a

thorn in local exhibitors’
to be curtailed.
took

occasion

side, is expected
to voice

the

ex-

hibitors’ protest, which has been lodged
with the school superintendent and school
board a number of other times. Following
the conference, Reed said he would issue
an order to school principals not to show
any pictures of greater length than two
reels and to discontinue the showing of
serials.
However, Reed declared that in this particular matter there is a question whether
he

has

entire jurisdiction over the principals, and that, in consequence, some of
the latter may not see fit to cooperate.
The pictures are shown in the school
auditoriums at recess periods with a few
cents as admission charged and the net
proceeds devoted to school purposes.
One or two reels of a
full length
feature are shown per day until it has
been completely presented. At least one
major company has been servicing the
schools with features. Independent exchanges also have been selling features and
serials to the schools.
Exhibitors charge the non-theatrical
showing of pictures is unfair opposition
and they have been trying to induce the
exchanges to quit servicing the schools.

Law

Brings

With

Sales

heads

Boom

claim

that

their

eagerness to make deals. As far as Minneapolis and St. Paul are concerned, the
distributors hold off on their selling of
independents until August or later.
In pointing out the desirability of “holding off” buying at this time. Northwest Allied leaders declare there is the possibility
of the organization of the national film
buying circuit and of machinery being set
in motion by the convention to force down
film costs in some way or other.
It is declared that film rentals must be
lowered to prevent wholesale insolvencies
among independent exhibitors. Despite the
fact that the trend of theatre income has
been downward over the past several years
and recently has been hitting new lows for
the past five years, and despite the fact
that theatre admissions are likely to drop
during the next year, 1939-40 contracts being offered exhibitors call for the same or
higher film costs than last year.
Northwest Allied leaders say this is “all
wrong,” especially in view of the further
fact that “production costs are being pared
in Hollywood.” They feel confident that
“something will be done about it” at the
Allied States national convention.
Cooperative

Driving

a Shakeup

Des

Moines — The new federal law prohibiting driving for more than ten out of
every 24 hours necessitates shifting every
man working for Iowa Film Delivery here.
Every driver but one has been assigned
a new route, and a relief driver has been
hired. Six drivers are being moved out
of town with their families. Lloyd Wilson
and Ernest Rinard will be located at Atlantic; Harry Rollings and Burl Williams
at Fort Madison, and Delbert Christy and
A1 Narland at Estherville.
Drivers are paid according to their mileage, which is cut down by the new law.

Plan

Stressed

Steffes himself foresees no legal or governmental obstacles to the organization of
the national theatre film buying circuit.
It would be a “cooperative organization,”
he asserts. The federal government actually is encouraging such cooperative
movements in various industries, Steffes
points

Compliance

Exchange

exchange

sales are equal to or ahead of the corresponding period a year ago. They assert
that out-of-town exhibitors, and some of
the more important Twin City independent
theatre owners, actually have shown an

Of School Films

Steffes

Minneapolis — Only one thing now is
said to stand in the way of the reopening
of the 4,200-seat Minnesota Theatre and
that is inability to date to reach a satisfactory agreement with the stage hands

a

Minneapolis

Buying

out.

The nation-wide film buying circuit
the proposed industry trade practice
are the most important matters that
come before the Allied States national
vention and both will be discussed
voted
and

and
code
will
conand

on at open forums in which everybody present will be invited to participate
state their views from the convention

floor.
are

Everybody connected with the industry, regardless of whether or not they
members of any Allied States group

or

any other organization, has been invited to attend and take part in the convention.
Steffes, committee

chairman,

expects

at

least two governors to be present — Stassen
of Minnesota and Herring of Iowa. Jimmy
Roosevelt also is expected to attend.
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Anti-Ascap Measure
In Missouri Sessions

Dies

Jefferson City, Mo. — As the legislature
entered the final phase of its session here,
it killed the last of the bills affecting the
motion picture business. The house turned
thumbs down on H. B. 704, Turner and

Kansas

City — The

above

picture

shows

managers and executives of Commonwealth Amusement Corp. at their regional
spring meeting in Great Bend, Kas., May
18. The Great Bend meeting was for
Kansas managers. The circuit held one
in Columbia, Mo., May 23, and another at
Hollister, Mo., May 25, for Missouri and
Arkansas managers.
From

left to right: C. A. Schultz,

head

of Commonwealth: John Tarr jr„ Sherman, Goodland; Glenn Deeter, Dreamland,

Kempton, Royal, Hoisington; Harry Wareham, Wareham. Manhattan: M. B. Smith,
State and Ritz, Garden City; Leland R.
Allen, head booker; L. W. Morris, Plaza
and Strand, Great Bend; C. L. McVey,
Dreamland, Herington; J. J. McClure,
Kansan, Osawatomie; Ray Holmes, Cozy,
Norton; Duward Whitford, assistant, State
and Ritz, Garden City; Emory Scott,
Patee, Lawrence; S. E. Schwahn, Granada, Lawrence; Dr. C. C. Sterrett, Palace,
Kinsley;

Herington; Elton Kuhlman, assistant manager, Plaza and Strand, Great Bend; Jack

Frank Dodson, Golden Bell, Ellsworth; O. K. Mason, secretary-treasurer
of Commonwealth; Huston Sterrett, Palace, Kinsley.

New Theatres, Many
Changes in Omaha

reports installation of Duo Soundmaster
equipment in the Neu Theatre, Ashland,
Neb.; Aladdin, Butte, Neb.; Community
Theatres at Linn Grove, la., Brunswick,
Neb., and Maskel, Neb.; Iowa Theatre at
Williamsburg, la.
Ballantyne reports air conditioning installations at the Roseland and Lothrop

Omaha — 'New construction, new equipment, and several changes in ownership
of theatres in the Omaha trade territory
feature exhibitor news as the industry
enters the summer season.
George Campau, former owner of the
Lyric Theatre at Halsey, Neb., has sold
that house to his operator, A. J. Holly,
and is building a 260-seat theatre at
Stapleton, Neb., to be known as the New
Theatre.

in Omaha; Croft, Bancroft,
bine, Woodbine, la.

Neb.;

Wood-

Hamlin, which was the same anti-Ascap
bill they had introduced earlier as H. B.
633. The earlier bill, along with a similar
anti-Ascap measure introduced by Asotsky
and Gill, died in revision committee.
The legislature was scheduled to finish a
few important bills like the Kansas City
police measure, and go home next week.
It may grind on a few days longer. Members are getting $1 a day.
Other bills affecting films which were
killed by the legislature were: Divorcement, Turner and Smart, H. B. 252; censorship, Hayden, H. B. 390; chain store,
H. B. 34-116. In Kansas, where the legislature adjourned several weeks ago, bills
dealing with divorcement, censorship, antiblock booking and chain store were lost.

Omaha
School

Omaha — Local exhibitors are waiting
anxiously for the outcome of a special
election here June 6 to determine an increase of two mills for school purposes.
If the proposal is successful, and many
believe it will not be, a theatre assessed at
$5,000 would pay $10 more a year in taxes,
one assessed at $10,000 would pay $20
more a year, etc.

Hiller Hoffman

Starrer lor Robinson
Hollywood

— Columbia

has

Exhibitors Await
Tax Election

purchased

Philip MacDonald’s “An American in Scotland Yard” as a vehicle for Edward G.
Robinson.

Drowned

St. Paul, Minn. — Hiller Hoffman, veteran local theatre owner and for years a
popular
on

a

figure in film circles, was
fishing trip when his
turned. His wife was rescued.

drowned

boat

over-

Campau expects to open about June 1.
Western Theatre Supply Co. of Omaha
handled

installations which included projection and sound, air conditioning, screen,
units and seats.
Charles

Prokop,

veteran

exhibitor

at

Wahoo, la., will retire June 1. The Wahoo Theatre, seating 500 persons, will be
operated by A. R. Miller, former operator
of the Broadway Theatre at Audubon, la.
Miller sold the Audubon house to Harry
Pace, Iowa exhibitor.
The Strand Theatre at North Loup,
Neb., has been
son and Ivan

taken over by L. B. NelMiller. It was formerly

operated by Warren G. Hall. D. K. Bucholtz has taken over the Lyric Theatre
at Pierson, la., formerly operated by business men there.
W. T. Carter, exhibitor at State Center
and Exira, la., has just opened the Strand
Theatre at Walnut, la. The house had
been closed for some time and had been
previously operated by Guy Cocklin.
Stanley Blackburn is operating the
Mainstreet Theatre in Fremont, Neb., built
and formerly operated by R. R. Booth.
Dean Rice has the Farnam at Farnam,
with Francis McNickle as former operator.
R. S. Ballantyne

80

of Scott-Ballantyne

Co.

New

Theatre

Supply

Firm —

Manager L. J. Kimbriel and his secretary, Miss Mary Lou Collins, pose in
front of the new Oklahoma Theatre Supply Co. branch store in Kansas
City. The neu, firm opened for business last week.
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THIS is news. There were no flowers
on the desk of Virginia McMillan at
Paramount, Monday. Why? Harry Wheeler
says he could tell, but that he was told in
confidence and will not pass on the information.

four years. Mrs. Barron accompanied
to the KMT A convention.

On the other hand, Marjorie Crawford,
on the phone at Republic-Midwest, has
had flowers on her desk daily of late. We
don’t know the answer to this one, either,
except that there is no coimection between
these two advertisements for the florists.

Ed Solig, Universal booker, spent last
week on vacation in the old home town,
Omaha . . . The boys and girls at Universal
are getting ready to move into their new
quarters July 1. It will be a real relief
to get some air conditioning.

Wrote Louis Sutter, sojourning in
Greece, to Bill Bradfield, on the job for
Columbia: “Hello, you Baldhead Bill. How
are you? How about an adjustment on
film rentals to cover my expenses? Say

D. Donnici’s Palace, downtown, and
Homer Pautz’s Sun, suburban, are being
picketed by Local 170 of the IATSE.

hello to Marcus, Beiser, and all the help.”
The card showed the Acropolis.
Visitors: J. Ward Spielman, Baldwin,
Kas.; Charles Swiercinsky, Washington,
Kas.; Bob Gorham, Liberty, Horton, Kas.;
John Brandt, Oregon, Mo.; F. L. Lisbona,
Maitland, Mo.; John Travis and his young
son, Dick, Deepwater, Mo.; Bill Forrest,
Joplin; Earl Kerr, Albany and Bethany,
Mo.; Ferd Ledoux, Holton, Kas.; Ercil
Armold, Hillsboro, Kas.; Frank Weary,
Richmond, Mo.; Rex Barrett, Columbia,
Mo.; Virgil Harbison, Tarkio, Mo.; Stan
Schwahn, Lawrence, Kas.; Mr. and Mrs.
R. E. Richardson, Mt. Vernon, Mo.; George
Nescher, Valley Falls, Kas.

Convention's

neighbor’s

Dudgeon & Thomas, who formerly operated a show at Orrick, Mo., were on Filmrow last week. They have closed the Orrick. Another visitor was O. F. New, president of Neumade Products Co., New York.
You guys that have an eye for pretty
blondes, the name of the one at the Oklahoma Theatre Supply Co. is Mary Lou
Collins. We don’t have her telephone number— and wouldn’t pass it around if we did.
Warren Weber of Ellinwood, St. John,
and Stafford, Kas., was on the Row this
week with the announcement that he is
closing the DeLuxe at St. John for refurbishing.
Miss Betty Bowley, who

is, in case you

already haven’t been up to see, very pretty,
is succeeding Miss Helen McLatchey (also
very pretty ) as cashier at Grand National,
effective May 29. Miss McLatchey is going
to take a two-week vacation.
On the Row: Frank Morris, Meade, Kas.;
George Hayob, Marshall, Mo.; R. H. Montgomery, Independence, Kas.; J. H. Higgins, St. Marys, Kas.; Ed Smith, Osage
City, Kas.; Harvey Nokes, Nixa, Mo.; Louis
Griefe and son, Windsor, Mo.; Norman
Cohn, Excelsior Springs, Mo.
Charles W. Barron of Pratt, Kas., was
on Filmrow this week for the first time in
BOXOFFICE
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Sheik

Returns,”
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declared, “in the spring distributors said
that we would have the code not later than

all we could. It is up to distributors now.”
Further, in the same vein, he declared
“there is no justifiable excuse now and
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SUPPLIES

Offer — Priced

on

Condemnation of the delay in the draft’s
effectuation came from Kuykendall who

FOR

Peterson “Freezem" Mig. & Sales Co.
Blowers, washers, spray nozzels, office and
home units.
Special

report

DIRECTORY

A HANDY

EQUIPMENT

City — A

practice draft and condemnation of the
present delays that are holding it back
from taking effect was the topical main
course at the Kansas-Missouri Theatres
Ass’n convention held at the Hotel President here May 25-26.
Speakers who were introduced by Frank
Cassil, president of the KMTA, were Ed
Kuykendall, MPTOA head; H. M. Richey,
RKO’s director of exhibitor relations, and
George
W. Weeks, Monogram’s general
sales
manager.

May. Then they said ‘not later than
June.’ Now they are saying ‘by August.’
Such delay is ridiculous. We have done

which Ben Stoloff will produce and direct
for Universal, will be adopted by Jay Dratler and Gertrude Purcell.

Anne Cheatham, five-year-old daughter
of Ed Cheatham of the Independent Theatre Supply, suffered a broken leg last week
by a

him

Miss Marjorie Zimmerman has resigned
from her stenographic duties at Premier
Advertising Service to become biller at the
Columbia exchange. She is succeeded at
Premier by Miss Norma Variei.

L. O. Bob Ringler of Peabody, Kas., is
becoming a regular Filmrow visitor.

when a bicycle ridden
child ran into her.

Chief Topic

4825

Frank Cassil, Pres. R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

239 East 72nd
Phone:

HUand

Terrace
2894
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there never has been one for putting off
the code. The delay must be charged to
the dumbness or stubbornness of distributors, combined with the inability of their
lawyers to agree on wording. One little
line in the agreement was fought over for
seven weeks by those attorneys.
“Responsible

eral manager; Don West, Central States
booker; Joe Dietch, Blank circuit booker;
Frankie Rubel, Pioneer circuit general
manager, and Stanley Mayer, 20th-Fox
branch manager, all from Des Moines, la.;
Roger Ferri, editor of 20th-Fox, Dynamo,
who flew in from New York; Max Roth,
Republic district manager; Joe Scott, 20thFox Omaha branch manager; Clyde Eckhardt, 20th-Fox Chicago branch manager,
and Jack Lorentz, 20th-Fox Milwaukee
branch manager.

for Suits"

“The delay is in large part responsible
for the veritable plague of suits that has
sprung up over the country,” Kuykendall
charged. “And there are more suits constantly in the making.”
Mr. Cassil offered the information that

At the speakers’ table, besides Levy and
Podoloff, were Elson, Hays, Scott, Eckhardt, Lorentz, Ferri, Warren, Branton;
L. J. Ludwig of the Minnesota Amusement Co.; Eddie Ruben, local circuit operator, and Eddie Mayer.

there are half a dozen suits “in the making” in the western Missouri and Kansas
area alone.
“There

is no

excuse

Canapies, assorted hors d’ouvres and
beverages were served prior to the elaborate dinner.

for the withdrawal

of United Artists from the code,” added
Kuykendall, “and exhibitors of the country ought to, and will, remember that.

Levy's

“Unreasonable clearance demands by
powerful buying interests is another factor in the lawsuits now plaguing the in-

— Photo by Cresswell

Heads

dustry,” Kuykendall said. “They will bring
about more lawsuits, dissatisfaction, and
discontent than all the rest of the problems
put together. These interests, too,” Kuykendall believes, are headed for a “day of
reckoning.”
Apparently the key to the trade practice is the setup of the arbitration board.
When
any problem arises, Kuykendall
pointed

greatest

new

amount

change by Lester F. Durland. Desch's
position becomes effective May 28.

manager. Commonwealth’s Strand at
Creston, la., is reseating the lower floor
with 520 all upholstered Heywood-Wakefield seats. The Booth at Rich Hill, Mo.,
operated by Mrs. Booth and her son, S. W.,
is installing 400 fully upholstered seats.
Griffith-Dickinson Theatres, Inc., is installing 608 new fully upholstered seats in
the Booth at Independence, Kas„ and 632
in the Dickinson at Parsons, Kas.

Size
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the

Elson

quick

wit

the studio to write titles for us.”
“And do you think you don’t need someone?” piped in Elson.
Podoloff also had expressed wonder

Kansas City — Four theatre seating jobs
have been closed by Oklahoma Theatre
Supply Co., according to L. J. Kimbriel,

With

of

Minneapolis — Honoring Moe Levy, 20thFox district manager, for his appointment
as S. R. Kent drive leader, 135 film men

Four Seating Jobs for
Oklahoma Supply Co,

Postcard PROGRAMS

example

Honor of Moe Levy

Mr. Kuykendall also touched on the
Neely bill, theatre divorcement, and the
government suit against producers and
distributors.

Advertise

the entire 20th-Fox personnel, of the pleasure in being present and paying tribute
to him as teacher, cooperative leader and

An

out during Podoloff’s talk. Mentioning the toastmaster’s gift at repartee,
Podoloff said “we should send him out to

Mr.

PICTORIAL

by those present. Giving voice to a sentiment which he said he feels deeply, he
told of his debt to Levy and, in behalf of

cropped

of delay.

Kuykendall said he believed distributors now are convinced of the intelligence of a fair trade practice agreement.
He pointed to the millions of dollars the
distributors have spent and are spending
in the defense of suits, and the very poor
results they have to show for it, as a factor in this connection.

in Trade

friend. He also extended to the “boss”
his wishes for the latter’s good health,
ment.
personal welfare and continuous advance-

135 Attend Dinner in

out, it will come up to tne arbitration board. It is on the wording of that

part of the code dealing with the arbitration board that there seems to be the

K. C. Monogram —

Douglas Desch, new manager of Monogram Pictures in Kansas City following the sales of his interest in the ex-

21st Year

Podoloff told the guests that the occasion also marked Levy’s 21st anniversary
in the film business. He said he could
think of no greater tribute to Levy than
the big turnout and the fine spirit shown

and

exhibitors,

including

many

out-of-

town

guests, attended a “Friendship Dinner” arranged here among theatre owners and exchange heads.
Among speakers who paid tribute to Levy

and extended good wishes were Joe Podoloff, local 20th-Fox branch manager; Ralph
Branton, Blank circuit general manager,
and

Theodore Hays, Minnesota Amusement Co., executive. Congratulatory telegrams were received from Herman Wobber, W. C. Gehring, Jack Sichelman, Abe
Blank, employes of the Minneapolis, Des
Moines, Omaha and Chicago exchanges
and many others. On his friends’ behalf,
Hays presented Levy with a traveling bag

whether Elson’s stomach ailment might not
have something to do with his gift or knack
and said he almost wishes that he, Podoloff,
would have a similar affliction if it would
help him to be more humorous.
“If your company doesn’t turn out better product next season, chances are that
you'll have plenty of stomach
terjected Elson fast as a flash.

aches,”

in-

Ferri said the 20th-Fox New York homeoffice felt much joy when it learned that
exhibitors and film men were banding together to honor Levy. He predicted the
latter will make the greatest S. R. Kent
drive leader.
Branton paid “sincere personal regards”
to Levy. Hays told of the affection felt

Elson Witty as Toastmaster
gift.
In his finest fettle, Bill Elson of the
Minneapolis Seventh Street Theatre, one

for Levy and stressed the value of friendships in the industry. Responding after
the presentation of the gift, Levy said

of those

it was “gratifying” to be honored by his
friends, told of his happiness and declared

who arranged the affair, scintillated in his capacity of toastmaster.
His quick and ready wit and humorous
sallies continuously convulsed his audience
and kept everybody in good humor. Always
very good as a toastmaster and master of
ceremonies, Elson on this occasion was at
his very best and kept the ball of good
out.
camaraderie
rolling at top speed throughOut-of-town guests attending the affair
included, in addition to Ralph Branton;
Harry

Warren,

Central

States

that

“this is the greatest thrill ever experienced by me in all the 21 years that

I have

been

in the business.”

Starts Pocahontas

circuit gen-

A New
Write Us Your

Peterson

AIK

CONDITIONING

"Freezem"
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&

Work

Pocahontas, Ia. — Work has started on
the $25,000 theatre to be erected here by
Jack Bouma. The Kucharo Construction
Co. of Des Moines is the contractor.

Sales

Kansas

Wants

Co.

City,

Mo.

Low

in Admissions

Red Wing, Minn. — The Chief Theatre
here is showing first runs for 15 cents
and inputting
out prices
two-for-ones.
low
admission
locally.
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Newspaper Shows

Nebraska

Again Irk Trade

Against

Minneapolis — Twin

City

exhibitors

are

grumbling again about the “unfair” opposition from shows sponsored by newspapers. The dailies are going in more and
more for this type of promotion and with
theatre business the worst in years and
growing worse all the time it’s getting on
theatre owners’ nerve.
Last week the Star blossomed forth with
a fisherman’s show at the Auditorium, following in the footsteps of the St. Paul
Pioneer Press and Dispatch. It attracted
more than 7,500 people and on the same
night most of the theatres held slim crowds.
All three of the local newspapers put on
yearly cooking shows which usually run
three days, but whereas these schools formerly were held only in the afternoons,
raising havoc with theatre matinee attendance, they now are staged both afternoon and night and they include considerable stage entertainment which has no
connection with cooking. They always draw
packed houses.
The Star, too, sponsors a Golden Gloves
boxing tournament once a year. It charges
admission to this and to the fisherman’s
show, donating the net receipts to various
causes. Admission is free to the cooking
shows.
Theatre owners point out that they
spend large sums with the newspapers for
advertising and should not be compelled
to meet their entertainment opposition.

Neb. Free Show Move
Killed in 19 to 0 Vote
Lincoln — Attempt

by amendment

to the

fair trade act in the legislature to abolish
free films, if shown within 25 miles of a
bonafide theatre as a come-on for merchants, was batted down 19 to 0 this week.
Senator Johnson’s contention is that it is
unfair trade for a merchant to use free
shows as bait, unless the show is about a
manufacturer’s product or is shown in a
school.
Oddly enough, the principal objector to
the free show abolition was a showman,
Sen. Bill Diers, who operates a house in
Gresham, Neb. He was joined by Senator
Callan, who said stopping free shows would
work a heavy hardship on small towns now
using them for weekend trade bait.

Boomer in Kaycee lor
A Visit With Leeves
Kansas

City — Ray

Boomer,

western

di-

vision manager for Motiograph, visited
here with E. C. Leeves of Central Theatre
Supply, distributor in this area. Boomer
came in from the Pacific Coast, where he
found business good. He spent three
months there. The Salt Lake City area,
Arizona and Idaho are particularly good,
he said.
Boomer exhibited to local sound engineers blue prints of the new Western
Electric 7500 soundhead. The machine is
now in production.
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Lincoln — Ripping

Attorney

All Forms
into

gift enterprises

of all kinds in theatres, the attorney general’s office delivered a decision against
prizes which the office hopes will cover
the whole subject and banish giveaways
to the exhibitor skeleton closet forever in
Nebraska.
Previously, the office had banned Bank
Night, and recently, its step-sister. Job
Night. In killing the Banko deal, it was
necessary to go all the way through supreme court where it was trounced with a
severe lottery decision.
The new ruling came because of action
in business baiting initiated in the state
by the Fox West Coast houses of Beatrice.
Manager Charles Morehead there had been
advertising in the newspapers various
money gifts — $5 or $10 cash prizes to the
oldest man or woman to come to a given
show, the same to the largest theatre

Cl

Ml

of Gifts

party in a month, or a similar piece of
change for the first person to show up who
had never seen a talking picture.
At the request of Attorney General
Walter Johnson, his assistant, Rush
Clarke, wrote the opinion that these gift
stunts were contrary to the constitution,
the opinion being passed on to Gage Countrice.
ty Attorney Arnold Van Borkum, in BeaGist of Clarke’s opinion was this:
“Gift enterprises may be considered
trivial, but they do come within the definition of gift enterprises and the framers
of the constitution have seen fit to prohibit them. With the wisdom of the constitutional provision, we are not concerned. However, we must and should assume
that the constitution expresses the supreme will of the people of Nebraska.”

A

g

R. BURCH, who operates the Avon
theatres at Kellerton and Tingley, la.,
was on the Row and told Boxoffice, business is “not so bad” but that southern
Iowa exhibitors are hoping for rain soon
. . . Peggy Bragg, Warner inspectress, has
been in the hospital and is now recovering nicely.
Wade Knapp, Brandeis doorman, has
quit and will take a job with Federal Land
Bank when he graduates in a few days
from Omaha university .
Incidentally,
Knapp gave notice to Manager Will Singer
exactly one year ago.
Bob Jones, manager of the Boyd Theatre at Spencer, Neb., is also a mortician,
we understand . . . Otto Siegel, local exchange boss, was once a member of a
world-famous professional basketball team
. . . Daisy Cooley, Warner contract clerk,
is vacationing at her home in Minnesota.
Keith Wilson, World-Herald critic, suggested that to give the proper atmospheric
display that Manager Eddie Forester of
the Omaha Theatre exploit “Pygmalion”
by making over his theatre to represent
the city dump.
Sophie Volkert of American Distributing celebrates her fourth wedding anniversary this week . . . Claire Foley, former secretary of the Omaha Film Board
and now Mrs. Henry Sullivan of San
Francisco, was in town visiting Regina
Molseed. Claire is well known to exhibitors in the Omaha area.
Sol Francis, new Monogram franchise
holder, was in Kansas City conferring ivith
George Weeks. Francis is going great
guns with Monogram and has the figures
to prove it.

General

1HI A
some important changes on Filmrow. One
branch manager moves to another exchange as salesman, also some booker
changes . . . What happened to that proposed new building for Universal that was
a big rumor last winter? It was to go
next to Quality Theatre Supply.
Marie Miracek, Paramount steno, recently was married and now her name is
Karasek . . . Charles Williams, prexy of
MPTO of Nebraska and western Iowa, was
on the Row and looked great . . . Who’ll
chip in to buy hats for Morrie Cohn,
Strand Theatre, Council Bluffs, la., and
Faye Honey,
seh, Neb.

flashes: Next week we’ll report

Theatre, Tecum-

Omaha operators recently celebrated the
25th anniversary of the local union. It
was a midnight dinner . . . Ernie Jones,
one-time youthful exhibitor at Pilger,
Neb., is now a photographer for the
World-Herald.
Ralph Goldberg, local circuit owner, has
a new gag at his Cinema Club night spot.
He takes motion pictures of his guests one
night and flashes them on the club’s
screen the next night . . . Fred Dethlefs,
Crystal Theatre, Manning, la., was on the
Row.

Davenport street visitors: Stanley Blackburn, Mainstreet, Fremont, Neb.; C. A.
Fraser, Joyo, Havelock, Neb.; Mr. and Mrs.
Ed Kugel, State, Holstein, la.; C. C. Moore,
Dunlap, la.; Fred Wickman, Lyric, Tekamah, Neb.

Years

of

Peterson

Advance

Tecumseh

316

Experience Has Taught
to Serve You

"Freezem"

Southwest

Mlg.

Blvd.

Us

<£ Sales

Kansas

How

Co.

City,

Mo.

83

Bill of Particulars Demanded
By Lebedoff
Minneapolis — A

Kaycee Variety Extends
Lease on Quarters

in Allied Suit

bill of particulars

has

been demanded by Jonas Schwartz, counsel for Sol Lebedoff, one of two Northwest Allied members being sued for alleged
non-payment of dues and assessments.
After receipt of the bill, Lebedoff says
that he plans to demand an accounting
by President W. A. Steffes of the organization and will allege that many illegal
payments were made for which he, as a
member, is not accountable in the sense
that he must share them.
Lebedoff charges that the suit is in retaliation for his criticisms of Northwest
Allied and of Steffes’ administration and
his threats to withdraw from it and organize a rival body.
“There are plenty of others delinquent
in their dues,” claims Lebedoff. “Why

Kansas

should I have been singled out? It’s just
an effort to silence me, but they can’t
keep me quiet that way.”
Lebedoff has found fault with Steffes’
failure to stop the buying of “runs” of
pictures and with amounts expended in
legislative fights, particularly theatre divorcement. He has contended that the organization should devote itself to fights
for lowering film costs and quit its costly
battles in legislative matters. On the other
hand, Steffes has asserted Northwest Allied
cannot dictate to the film companies the
latter’s film-selling methods and prices
and cannot dictate to exhibitor members
how much they’re to pay for film.
Sam Zuckman was the other member
sued along with Lebedoff. The organization’s board of governors voted the suits.

JJARRY HIRSCH and Harry Katz of the
Gayety (stock burlesque) had their pictures in the newspaper as the result of
an extra big fish catch near Minneapolis
last week. They did right nobly by themselves. Katz had a good time chewing the
fat on fishing with Charlie Weiner, the
Monogram man, at the Moe Levy dinner.
Weiner really is a professional fisherman,

cago . . . Two screenings for exhibitors
were Warner’s “Juarez” and Columbia’s
"Only Angels Have Wings” . . . Norman
Rothstein, Canadian circuit operator, a
visitor . . . Homewood Theatre, independent neighborhood house, playing occasional Jewish-language pictures to good boxoffice returns.

if there’s any such animal. He could write
a book on fishing and his piscatorial experiences and it would be a good one, too.

Eddie Ruben won a golf sweepstake
championship at Oak Ridge country club.
Joan Friedman, daughter of Ben, theatre
chain owner, also carried off honors. Charlie Rubenstein, Twin City neighborhood
exhibitor, is chalking up low scores on the
same course . . . Max Fellerman, RKO
home-office theatre booking department
representative, in town a few days . . .
Harold B. Johnson, Universal branch manager, copping plenty of contracts in northern Minnesota . . . Irving Gillman’s Time
Theatre is taking “Pygmalion” for a third
loop engagement. It is playing the St.
Louis Park Theatre at the same time and
previously was shown at the Uptown.

Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included Andy Anderson, Detroit Lakes,
Minn.; Al Ashenbrenner, Staples, Minn.;
Don Anderson, Pine Island, Minn.; E. L.
Danielson, Mabel, Minn.; George Miner,
Rice Lake, Wis.; Lyle Webster, Ladysmith,
Wis.; Don Buckley, Redwood Falls, Minn.;
William Amacher, Castlewood, S. D.; L. W .
Riddle, Cottonwood, Minn., and James Anderson, Winthrop, Minn.
The brilliant endeavors of Bill Elson,
Seventh Street Theatre operator, as toastmaster at the Moe Levy dinner has everybody who was present singing his praises.
His many local admirers are willing to
stack Bill up against anybody in the field
when it comes to witty persiflage, quickon-the-trigger humor and adept emceeing.
He’s a champ. The out-of-town contingent attending the dinner were amazed at
Elson’s sharp and clever banter and his
fast, punchy retorts.

John Filler, veteran Valley City, N. D.,
exhibitor, has been taking the baths at
Mudbaden, Minn. He does it every year
. . . Gene Meredith of Warner has so much
to do at his Lake Minnetonka home that
he has had to pass up his favorite entertainment, wrestling, the past fortnight . . .
Don O’Reilly, Twin City independent exhibitor, passing around the cigars. The
stork’s
first
visit to his home and it’s a
boy.
Al Putz and Arthur Zuelch, M-G-M office manager and head booker, respectively, attended a regional conference in Chi-
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Universal here won second place in the
midwest short subject booking contest . . .
Bob Branton, National Screen booker,
spending his vacation at Mitchell, S. D.
. . . The RKO exchange was host at a
luncheon at the Hotel Lowry, St. Paul, for
entrants in the second Twin City “Gateway to Hollywood” contest and for newspaper folks and other guests. From the
Hollywood studio were Jack Mulhall, James
Moore and Darrel Donnell.
Back from the Columbia sales convention in Chicago, “Hy” Chapman, branch
manager, is so optimistic over the product
and sales outlook that he has that smile
that never wears off . . . “Hickey”
hammer, RKO branch manager,
northern Minnesota accounts . . .
Abrams back from LaCrosse where

Goldvisited
Maurie
he did

his usual neat exploitation job on “Pygmalion” and “Hardys Ride High” . . . The
Warner exchange feminine employes held
a steak fry . . . Twin City Variety Club
has a many-time enlarged photograph of
that $25,000 check payable to O. J. Arnold,

City — Variety

Club’s

lease

on

its present quarters has been extended
two years, it was announced at a business
meeting of the club Monday night. The
club is installing air conditioning. The
job of raising the money and effecting the
improvement in the clubrooms was handled by Charley Gregory, chairman of the
ways and means committee, and other
members of that group, including among
them Reube Finkelstein, C. A. Schultz,
son.
Ward

Scott, Sam

Abend

and Earl Jame-

The club arranged to provide exhibitors
attending the Kansas-Missouri Theatres
Ass’n convention with guest tickets to the
quarters during the convention period.
Arthur Cole, chairman of the charity
committee, reported favorably on the progress of the club’s “adopted daughter,”
May Jo Louth.
George Baker, chief barker, presided.

New Marshalltown Setup
Will Remodel Odeon
Marshalltown,

Ia. — A

new

partner-

ship of theatre owners will remodel
Odeon Theatre at a cost of $50,000.

the

E. W. Kerr of Council Bluffs, la., manager of a theatre chain in Missouri, Nebraska and Iowa, has joined the partnership of M. C. Roskopf and Sam Horwitz
of Marshalltown for the reopening of the
Odeon, dark several years.

Improve
Hastings,

at Hastings

Neb. — Currently

under

way

is

a modernization program at the Rivoli,
Tri-States unit here. The work includes a
new air conditioning system, redecorating
000. reseating at an estimated cost of $23,and

trustee for the European refugees’ relief
fund, and it's framed and hanging in a
prominent spot.
Harry Morton, Winnipeg exhibitor, sent
a shipment of Winnipeg goldeyes to Charlie Weiner and the latter shared the fish
with other Twin City Variety Club members . . . Syd Gillman, assistant Ohio State
football coach, here visiting his dad, Dave,
and

brother, Irving, Twin City independent exhibitors . . . George Engleking,
Paramount booker, vacationing in and
around Minneapolis.
The trade got quite a kick out of the
fact that Dallas Johnson, cashier at the
Revilla Theatre, Renville, Minn., won a $5
cash prize offered for the oldest telephone
directory to be brought into the State
Theatre, Olivia, Minn., during the showing
of “The Story of Alexander Bell” there.
Renville and Olivia are “opposition” towns
and there’s little friendship lost between
the two theatres involved . . . Report has
it that a new theatre is to be built at White
Bear, Minn., but the names
moters are being kept secret.
BOXOFFICE
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Warner’s

AW,
From

SHUCKS!
the Tall Corn— By RENE

^•HAT
his was
top
hat tojolly
you Iowan
at the who
New tipped
York fair
Jim Fair of Laurens. That was his son,
Kenneth, with him. They made West
Point, Washington and Canada all on the
same trip, too. Now Jim’s going to settle
down and dig a well for a coil cooling
system in his house. Service Theatre will
handle the job.
Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Jamison of Charles
City were here to see Martin Spellman,
but they never caught up with him.
The

Manchester

is wondering

bowling

how

Flash, Wayne
Boxoffice

could

Dutton,
run

a

item about him before it happened. We’re psychic, Wayne.

McCLUSKEY

week ago . . . H. Aldinger and C. J. Furstnow will open the new Hollywood in
Estherville, June 2 (Our birthday, and
don’t ask how many).
W. N. Gaul

of the Ritz in Panora

will

be surprised to know that those two “salesmen” from Iowa Film were none other
than Bosses lies and McKinney who just
happen to own the joint.
We watched Roy Hill of the State at
State Center booking up at Paramount.
We decided he was about the homeliest exhibitor we’d ever seen. It turns out, however, he was wearing some Frankenstein

Edward

G. Robinson’s

upper lip!

Alice Johnson, Bonaparte; “Jumping
Jack” Hoadley; Charles Peterson, Hampton, and Ed Nordhus of McGregor were
sunning themselves on the Row.

Doc Tweed of the Lido in Manly is completely recovered from a face infection.
He’s the fellow who jumped the gun on
“Union Pacific” and grew a beard for
“Jesse James.”
During the winter months, Leonard
Kaplan locates in Waterloo to watch over
the State Theatre there. Come spring,
though, and he moves to a cabin on Clear
Lake ostensibly to take care of the State
in Mason City. Suggestion: In the fall,
you oughta move near your Iowa Theatre at Iowa City and take care of the coeds, Leonard.
We’d like to see Warren Grossman of
the Circle at Nevada. He sounds just too
darn goodnatured to be true!

teeth he’d bought to leer “How many?”
through as patrons of “Son of Franken-

They say Nate Rosenthal of the Iowa
in Waterloo has the manners of a king.
But that could mean a number of things,
Nate, if you read your history books.

stein.”
Slater O’Hare and Ray Copeland were
among those who had a whee of a time

Jack Bouma could double for the thin
man. He has the Rialto Theatre in Poca-

at Beulah DeNune’s Toy Theatre
opened in Tipton this week.

hontas on his hands, though, so he hain’t
got time.

That Nazi Spy floor covering in the
Vitagraph lobby is most alarming. If you
don’t think so, just skate in there and
see how disconcerting it is to discover suddenly that your left foot is resting on

stairs later, not missing a step).

Charlie

Carpenter,

from

East

which
Moline,

was in at Chick Frieman’s office, when
we were drinking coke (just coke?) . . .
(Yeah, just coke. We met him walking up

Open

letter to O. A. Ludwig

at his new

Riada in Adair: They’re saying on the
Row, Ludwig, that you look like Walter
Huston, and come to think of it, you do.

Beulah DeNune didn’t open the Toy at
Tipton until May 18 (and quite a time
they had, too, we hear).
Fred Fritz ought to feel right at home
in the Oxford Junction Theatre he recently bought from Cass, because this is the
second time he has owned the same house.
Fred has purchased new chairs from
Service Theatre Supply and is doing some
other remodeling. He runs theatres at
Wilton Junction and What Cheer in addition.
Don’t forget to send in names for that
cabin cruiser down at Inland Express.
Maybe we can get Baldwin to throw a
champagne party for the christening. Well,
you can’t blame us for trying.
I. C. Barnhart of the Princess in Oskaloosa likes to fish for Bass at Kiota. Years
ago, he used to be a checker for Vitagraph, and before that he was in the
wholesale grocery business.
The Mahaska Theatre at Oskaloosa is
to be air-conditioned soon. Wonder what
happened to the Bank Night purse which
was the highest it had ever been ($775)
the week we visited there? They say the
bowling alley which caused such a rumpus
when the Mahaska was first built, is proving a very successful venture.
Did you ever see that 25-pound musky
F. V. Rafferty of the Lyric in Coon Rapids
owns? He caught the little fishy the
second time he went angling. No one in
town could mount the prize, so Rafferty
did it himself!
W. T. Carter, formerly of Exira, bought
the Dreamland in Walnut, la., about a
BOXOFFICE
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JJERE’S
laugh. Ward
CalledforTri-States
asked aMadge
news of and
the
joint. We could scarcely hear her for the
hammering and sawing going on roundabout. (They’re remodeling the offices).
“Whatzat you say?” we queried. “No
news,” Madge yelled. “Things are pretty
quiet around this place right now” . . .
Harry Holdsberg, Paramount manager, and
Don Allen, Des Moines manager, are almost
as inseparable as their theatres which stand
side by side . . . Grace Simons up at National Screen always sits with shoes off
at her desk. You should see her scramble
into them to greet visitors. Grace has a
new compact equipped with everything but
a change of hosiery! A gift, she says.
Jess Collins’ impromptu performance
with Fifi D’Orsay in Chicago musta been
a honey. They say Fifi wants to sign him
up . . . Ernie Rinard of Iowa Film is taking a belated honeymoon in California
. . . Dick Kappler has new glasses, and
now sees something funny in everything
fudging from his incessant wise cracks
. . . Fred Herwhe is driving everybody mad
at Iowa Film. He’s been hammering out a
fender for several days and the place has
a boiler factory whipped . . . Stan Mayer’s
got all new tires on his car . . . that kind
with ivhite sidewalls and they look verra
nobby.
S. Barret McCormick, director of publicity for RKO, and Ralph Nolan, director
of the “Gateway to Hollywood” program,
were here from New York for a day . . .
working on that hoped-for world premiere
of “Career.” Do you supose the whole
town will be expected to grow a career

and wear a microphone? Saints forbid!
Universal here won first place in the nineweek district drive, as well as rate second
in the United States. Everybody shared in
the dough, as usual. Jerry and his henchmen are throwing a picnic for the gang
July 4.
Who called who a pest? If anyone on
or off the Row thinks this correspondent
is one, just let her know and she’ll gladly
cross his establishment off her list. She is
earning an honest (well, almost) living
and doing DM film folk a real service. She
does not have to make herself a pest to
do it. Neither does she have to take any
smart talk of’n ANYONE (you neither,
Benny). NOW, did anyone say anyone was
a pest?
Ray Copeland may seem the height of
decorum over at his Paramount offices,
but you should hear the tales of the
(Continued on next page)
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IIL I M C CO 1IL N Ralph Blank Sells
0OMING
“Wrong
Corrigan
to
Lincoln, of
which
rated Way”
page three
in the
papers, reminds that a man of the hour
lasts about that long with the public . . .
Wolfe Kaufman, Hollywood scenarist and
writer of about six articles a year for
Esquire, stopped by en route to the coast
after an editorial conference in Chicago
. . . Sam Clark, the Warner publicity man,
was in on a flying trip introducing Monroe
Rubinger, who will headquarter in Kansas City and flood amusement desks with
WB blurbs.
Evert

Cummings,

quaffing

a

stein

of

cold, looked all rested after the “ Union
Pacific” experience, when seen here . . .
Ralph Blank introduced M. E. McClain,
the Central States district manager of
Iowa, who
Nebraska.

will also take
The McClains

Ralph’s place in
will emulate the

Hollyivood example of George O’Briens,
Sylvia Sidneys, and Dick Forans, with a
baby expected in July . . . Harry Warren,
here

on the same junket, was busy shaking hands and wondering how big the
Griffith circuit is going to be in Nebraska,
when and if.
Walter Johnson, the new attorney general, is just as tough on giveaways as was
his predecessor in office, Dick Hunter . . .
New source of opening day competition for
theatres here is midget auto racing at the
fairgrounds,

every

Friday

night

this sum-

mer . . . Carl Rose’s beard, the one which
refused to grow above the cheekbone timberline but tufted nicely under the chin,
has been razored and hung in his office
as a souvenir.
Vincent

DeFiore,

the

money

man

with

Lincoln Theatres Corp., attends to business. Never see him outside the office
much . . . Tip to Nebraska show business
in general : Watch for announcement of
the annual roller skating bee for the
amusement crowd which probably will be
held some early June evening with prizes,
broken bones, and other physical abuses
at Capitol Beach. It’s one place exhibitors
can push film salesmen and it’ll look like
an accident.
If Sid Rose

would

ever

show

up

Interest in CSTI

(Continued
scrapes

Lincoln — Ralph Blank, five per
owner of the Central States Theatres,

cent
Inc.,

in Nebraska, sold his interest in the business to Ray and Myron Blank, and Harry
Warren. CSTI is the brother organization
to the A. H. Blank Paramount partnered
Tri-States, and operates in close cooperation although not a partner with any distributor.
Majority of the business, as always, is
held by Harry Warren. Ralph Blank had
been the district manager for CSTI in
Nebraska, which job has now been added
on M. E. McClain, hitherto CSTI district
manager only in Iowa.
The deal involves such Nebraska towns
as Columbus, Norfolk, York, Kearney, Albion and Holdrege.
Ralph Blank said he had no plans for
the future, although there are several irons
in the fire.

Scottsblull Theatre Blaze
Lincoln — Fire breaking out in the
Bluffs Theatre, Scottsbluff, Neb., was the
most disastrous theatre blaze in this state
so far this year. Around $4,000 damage
was done. Started when a film broke suddenly. Luckily, Don McCord, the operator, although trapped in the booth, was
burned only slightly on the arms. Patrons
did not know the theatre was afire until
the firemen arrived on the scene.

Rites lor Bernard DeVry
Held in Kansas City

of every camera UA had pointed at the recent convention. He’s a stranger, too . . .
Before Boxoffice went to New York, he

Kansas City — Bernard DeVry, head of
the DeVry Corp., which was organized in
1922 to manufacture moving picture projecting machines, died at Evansville, May
23. Burial was here, May 26. Bernard
DeVry organized the DeVry company with
his brother, Herman DeVry. Kansas City
as well as Evansville has been the DeVry
home.

True Name Bill Idea
Reaches Nebraska
Lincoln — The

idea

of

legislation

to

Harold Hellerich’s wife, since he can’t
spend an evening at home, spends hers at

Rep.

Coyne's measure in the New England state. Sen. Dick Johnson has dropped a bill into the unicameral hopper

here

to make

real names from behind professional cognomens has reached Nebraska under the impetus of propul-

sion by Rep. Coyne of Massachusetts.
Taking no hint from the rocky course of

use

of the true name

datory by persons
state.

the

Enactment

would

Stevens.

Peters,

and

Carole

Claudette

ette Chauchoin, to
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ing the school’s lady killer to a house with
promises of wine and women, and then
scaring the poor guy to death by shooting
blanks (not A. H.’s) at him in the manner of an imaginary irate husband.
Even taken
morsel: From

literally, this is still a juicy
the reports we are hearing

of an impeccable’s behavior at a recent
dinner party, the correct ivay to eat
whipped cream is to reach over into your
host’s serving with a clean right forefinger
and swipe a large lick of the stuff.
Ben

Lass is lost somewhere

in Nebraska

. . . Chick Friedman’s gone in for maps of
Iowa and Nebraska with thumb tacks . . .
He thought he’d put a little oomph in
sales, but so far all he has gained is a
sore thumb . . . Claudete Colbert is Nate
Sandler’s secret passion <nize taste, Nate)
. . . Art Anderson is still looking for someone he can beat at ping-pong. Did you
ever think of us, Art? Everybody says
the world’s

worst,

while

we

think

we are. Somebody’s wrong . . . We noticed
two things about Vitagraph this trip:
Gene Melone’s pretty blue tie and Joe
Ancher’s absence (he’s fresh back from
California) .
We’ve

heard

a

lot about

Sam

Clark,

Warner’s Chicago elaborator, but we’d
never met him until the other evening. He
has very cute curly hair, apparently an
unusually sweet disposition, but alas! That
awful exploiteering habit of inviting a
lady to dinner and then ducking outa

dinner . . . ‘‘Grand Illusion” was
here. A different sort of picture.
“Sweethearts”

scored

screened

a big hit with

the

Sisters from St. Catherine’s and Mercy
Hospital. We’re very grateful to both Jack
Kennedy and G. Ralph Branton for making it possible.
We

graciously

submit

the following

info

business

make

Robert

Lombard
Colbert
name

in

Tay-

as June
as Claud-

just a

be on Filmrow, in local sewing circles, employes of the R&T, or for bosses
in Kaycee: No, we are not Jewish, so are
denied the genius of the Jew; neither are
we Catholic, so lack the devoutness of
those good people. Lineage? Scotch and
Irish mostly, with the Indian princess,
Pocahontas, as the one ancestor to whom
we can point with pride. The rest were
doubtless debtors, thieves, and murderers.
Religion? Nondescript, but with a liveand-let-live attitude toward our fellows
which tops anything anyone has shown

man-

doing

lor appear in Nebraska billings as Arlington Brugh, Barbara Stanwyck as
Ruby

& Sales
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they

bring
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page)

for the edification of those who’ve been
either kindly or unkindly curious, whether

was told by Joe Scott to pick up matchpads from every joint en route, which was
done. Joe had better come and collect because there have been some nice offers.

the theatre with him. Yes, they’ve only
been married a short while . . . Bob Huffman is getting so good at golf he only
swears half as many times as he whacks
the ball, where he used to pollute the air
five times for every point.

preceding

to get involved

toivn. Oh well, we weren’t hungry anyway, Sam . . . Read this column and weep.
Burton Jerrel, because you oive Dorothy a

down

here, no one would recognize him. It’s
been that long . . . Then there’s the glamour boy, D. V. McLucas, who got in front

from

used

attending old Des Moines U. Don’t ever let
on we told you, but he was a party to lur-

you’re

Does $4,000 Damage

he

lew.

toward us to date. Our spare time? It’s all
taken up quite legitimately and with enthusiasm by a certain young man. Our
age? This is going almost too far, but we
admit to age 30 and don’t think we look
it, either. Now we hope this puts an end
to questions because we have a short temper and a violent disposition which we try
hard
from

to control. We
here on out!

won’t
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Trade Group Plans
Its Revivification
Pittsburgh — Independent Theatres, Inc.,
organized here several years ago with little notice to the trade and inactive up
to the

present, will figure more prominently in the future, according to officers.
The group is incorporated to own, lease
and control theatres and other places of
amusement, and to produce, exhibit and
exploit attractions of various kinds and
natures, and to carry on the business of
theatrical proprietors and caterers for and
to public entertainments and employ representatives and buy and book productions,
films, acts and other entertainments.
Nineteen theatres are members of Independent Theatres, Inc.
William R. Wheat jr„ is president; E. T.
Beedle is vice-president; Dr. C. E. Herman is treasurer; William J. Walker is
secretary.
Members are: Alhambra, Canonsburg;
Beaver, Beaver; Chartiers, Crafton; Crafton, Crafton; Continental, Canonsburg;
Dixie, Carnegie; Gem, Derry; Grand, Carnegie; Grandview, Pittsburgh; Liberty,
Carnegie; Main, Sharpsburg; Maryland,
Blawnox; New Carnegie, Carnegie; New
Sheraden, Pittsburgh; Palace, Tarentum;
Sewickley, Sewickley; Shiloh, Pittsburgh;
State, Clairton; Strand, Sharpsburg.

Cleveland 20ih-Fox Crew
Fetes Eddie Bergman
Cleveland — Honoring Eddie Bergman,
who this year celebrates his 14th year with
Fox Films and 20th Century-Fox, more
than 100 film men gathered at the Mahoning Country Club near Girard last
Friday.
Joe Minsky, Vitagraph city salesman,
set the celebration ball rolling and the
party idea speedily gathered momentum.
Some 50 men and women teed off at
noon for golf, among them being Mrs.
Esther Clark of the Community Theatre,
Cadiz. Others included Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Ochs, Cleveland; Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Reinhart, Canton; Mr. Ben Schwartz,
Canton; Bob Menches, Akron; Frank
Gross, Louis Gross, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Krenitz, John Himmelein, Max Greenwald,
Sam Gerson, Lee Chapman, Jack Lefton,
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Sogg, Mr. and Mrs.
Jack Lawrence, all of Cleveland.
Also present were members of the local
20th-Fox exchange including District
Manager George Roberts, Branch Manager
I. J. Schmertz, Ted Scheinberg and Sam
Lichter.

“Buck” and Mrs. Stoner were expected
to be among those present, but “Buck” had
to stay home to nurse an ear infection.
An orchestra from Youngstown furnished music for dancing in the evening
following a full course dinner during which
there were speeches and presentation of a
radio to Bergman, who has been promoted
to city salesman.

Cleveland Independents
To Combat Low Grosses
By ELSIE LOEB
Cleveland — Subsequent run independent theatre owners of Cleveland are getting panicky at the sustained low average
of boxoffice grosses. It is claimed that
business is from 35 per cent to 40 per cent
under like periods of previous years. The
danger to the independent smaller houses,
the owners say, is that this spring depression follows on the heels of a bad winter
season, leaving no surplus for the industry to coast on through the bad months.
What to do about it was the subject for
discussion at a midnight meeting of the
Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors Ass’n.
Unanimous in agreeing that something
must

be done if they are to stay in business, the independent theatre owners suggested and discussed several remedies. One
is to have one man in the booth instead of
two. It is claimed that Cleveland is the
only city in the country which demands
two operators in all booths regardless of
the size of the theatre.
A committee was named to meet with
the IATSE to see whether the union will
agree to one operator in all subsequent run
houses regardless of size, or that failing,
to agree to one operator in houses of 800
seats and less.
or

Elimination of double features entirely,
reduction of the number of dual

changes weekly, also was discussed
means of cutting overhead.

as

a

Elimination of premiums upon expiration of present commitments, was another
topic.
It is stated that under present conditions
the independent exhibitors will ask for a
lowered scale of film rentals on all new
contracts.
Col. H. A. Cole, president of national
Allied; Martin G. Smith of Toledo, president of the Independent Theatre Owners
of Ohio and P. J. Wood, organization
secretary, attended the meeting. Cole
urged the exhibitors to attend the national
convention in Minneapolis “to protect
their investments.” Martin G. Smith
urged financial support to the ITOO to
help the organization fight the proposed
bill to include film rentals in the state
three per cent sales tax.

Ohio ITO Officials
Confer With Cole
Columbus — Officers and directors of the
Ohio ITO met at the Deshler Hotel with
Col. H. A. Cole, president of the national
Allied. Col. Cole was en route from Texas
to the New York Allied convention and
had expressed the desire to meet with the
Ohio members. The sessions were called
by Secretary P. J. Wood, a director of
Allied. Present were: Martin G. Smith,
Toledo, president; F. W. Huss jr., Cincinnati, and Robert C. Menches, vice-presidents; M. B. Horwitz, Cleveland, treasurer,
and

Directors Henry Greenberger, Cleveland; John Kalafat, Cleveland; Nat Charnas, Toledo; Harold Bernstein, Norwood;

Pact to Virginia Grey
Hollywood — A new acting contract has
been handed to Virginia Grey at Metro.
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Max

Stearn, Columbus; J. Real Neth, Columbus; Caldwell Brown, Zanesville; L. F.

Rally

Eick, Martins Ferry; Dwight Jones, Jackson; J. W. Trunk, Youngstown; Joseph
Stern, Ironton; Jerry Steel, Oberlin, and
Hoy Simons, Washington C. H.
Two round table meetings were held
during the day. Col. Cole reported on the
status of the Neely bill, expressing the
opinion that the committee will report
the bill out with recommendations for
passage. Those present reaffirmed their
stand of a year ago, unanimously voting
their approval of the bill as it stands.
The taxpayer’s suit against the Ohio tax
commission challenging the authority to
exempt film rentals from the state sales
tax was discussed. It was decided to retain special legal counsel in order to protect the interests of the ITO. The ageold subject of poor attendance brought the
comment from Col. Cole, “I am sure business will improve with the advent of better pictures — if and when.”
J. Real Neth, operator of a local chain,
tendered his resignation, which was accepted. Neth pleaded that his health did
not
time.permit outside activities at the present

National Allied Activities
Are Outlined in Detroit
Detroit— In closed session here with directors of Michigan Allied, Col. H. A. Cole,
national president, outlined activities of
the national organization to leaders of
the state association.
Referring

to Allied’s relations

with

the

MPTOA

in connection with Allied’s forthcoming convention in Minneapolis, Cole asserted “There is no reason for closer relations with MPTOA.
We have nothing in

Before the meeting, Cole was lunched
common.”
by Ray Branch, president of Michigan Allied. He left for Cleveland, the next stop
here.
on his “goodwill” tour, after the session

Call Regional Meeting
In St. Joseph, Mich.
Detroit — Allied Theatres of Michigan
held the first regional meeting of the year
at the Whitcomb Hotel, St. Joseph. The
meeting was attended by exhibitors from
the entire southwestern part of the state.
General arrangements were in charge of
Ray Branch, Allied president, and of Miss
Pearl M. Sprott, office manager. In addition, a number of the board of directors
of Allied also attended the meeting.

Billing Drive Tied With
Downey's

Anniversary

Detroit — The local M-G-M
celebrating the 20th anniversary

office is
of Frank

J. Downey’s connection with the company,
coinciding with the billing campaign to
run from June 20 to August 31. Other
special

features of the anniversary
bration for Downey will be planned.

RKO

Re-Signs

cele-

Farrow

Hollywood — John Farrow has drawn
new directorial contract at RKO.

a
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Conneaut

Capers

QBORGE MOORE, 20th-Fox sales representative, has rented a cottage at Conneaut Lake for the month of August. Thus
he will be a neighbor to A1 Weiland, veteran Pittsburgh exhibitor, who has maintained a summer home on the lake for a
decade . . . Jules Lapidus was unable to
attend last week’s banquet because of the
illness of his son, and Lew Lefton expressed his regrets from West Virginia
where he was on a business trip ... Joe
Shapiro was the best dressed golfer . . .
Sam Fleishman snapped some motion pictures and Ira H. Cohn, who arrived from
New York, brought one of his fine cameras.
Harry Stahl is a booster for a new Shenango Valley community hotel at Sharon
and he has made a modest investment,
according to the Sharon Herald honor roll
. . . Ruins of the Blatt Bros. Liberty Theatre, Mercer, which was razed by fire several months ago, were being cleared away
as we passed there. It is understood the
new modern theatre there will be under
construction immediately . . . We were
glad to meet Ed. Shaffer and get a look
at his new theatre, the Roxy, at Slippery
Rock.
Art Morrone is another who has rented

" Good

a cottage at Conneaut Lake for the summer . . . George Clair was the only one
of the crowd at Conneaut who was reported missing following the banquet, but he
turned up several days later.

Fellows " Get Together —

Members of the trade “opened the season” at Conneaut Lake, Pa., the other
day and staged a stag banquet following a golf tournament. Pictured here
are (1) Andy Battiston, Sam Fleishman, Marty Terner, Bart Dattola and
Pete Alderman; (2) Herman Stahl, Tom Andrews, George Moore, Dave Silverman, Dave Kimelman, Ira H. Cohn and Glenn Caruthers; (3) Andy Battiston, Ed Morton, George W. Collins, Frank Fairgraves, George Corcoran,
Sid Sugarman, Walt Dyck, Tom Masters, Lou Vogel, Tom Andrews, Newt
Williams; (4) Harvey Immerman, John Mueller, Mark Goldman, Sid Sugarman, M. A. Rosenberg, Andy Battiston. Mike Serventi, Bart Dattola, John
Perry, Jack Cohen, Jake Soliz; (5) Bob Lynch, John Mueller, Ed. Lebby and
Pete Meyers; (6) Frank Fairgraves, Sid Sugarman, Tom Masters.

Exhibitors present at the Conneaut
banquet included:
A.

W.

McCormick,

Beaver;

John

Perry,

Lake
Belle

Vernon; George Clair, Burgettstown ; Louis Rothenstein, Cambridge Springs; Lewis Hepinger, Clarion; L. Hayes
Garbarino, Clarion; William
J.
Walker, Crafton; Tom Andrews, Emporium;
Frank
Fairgraves, Erie; Leo Guerrein jr., Erie; Harvey
Immerman,
Erie; Andy
Battiston, Export; Chris
Lampros,
Farrell; L. C. Haughton,
Franklin;
Glenn
Caruthers, Grove
City; Gus
Vaveris,
Johnstown;
C. Brown,
Kane;
Holis L. Hayes,
Linesville; Samuel
Fleishman, McKees
Rocks;
R. H. Shadley, Meadville; E. C. Claffey. Meadville; Charles Truran, Meadville; Dr. H. C. Winslow, Meadville; George J. Corcoran, Monongahela; Joseph C. Shapiro, Mt. Union; Sam
Neaman, Natrona; Tom
Masters, New
Castle; Bart
Dattola, New Kensington; Herman
Stahl, Oil City;
Mike Marks, Oil City; F. D. Moore, Orbisonia;
James H. Madden, Parkers Landing; Harry Hendel, Pittsburgh; Herbert Shearer, Pittsburgh; Jacob Soltz, Pittsburgh; R. V. McCalmont,
Pittsburgh; M. A.
Rosenberg,
Pittsburgh; Mark
Browar,
Pittsburgh; Carl and
Raymond
Poke,
Pittsburgh; Arthur England, Pittsburgh; A. A.
Weiland,
Pittsburgh; Harry
Batastini, Punxsutawney; Mike Serventi, Rimersburg; Ted Perrine,
Sandy Lake; John Mueller, Sharon; Harry Stahl,
Sharon; Harry Walker, Sharpsburg Ed. Shaffer,
Slippery Rock; E. P. Brown, Wesleyville; from
Montgomery, W. Va., P. V. McKay.

Film and equipment
ent included:

distributors pres-

Columbia — Arthur H. Levy, Sidney Sugarman;
Grand
National — Max
Shulgold, Lawrence
Carettie; Loew’s — Harry Fendrick; Monogram — Mark
Goldman,
Jack Cohen; Paramount — David Kimelman, Robert E. Caskey; RKO — Herbert Greenblatt, Ed. Lebby, Jack Graham, David Silverman.
Paul Reith; Republic — James H. Alexander, George
W. Collins; 20th-Fox — Ira H. Cohn, George Moore;
United Artists — William
Scott; New
Universal —
Lou
Hess; Vitagraph — Roy
H.
Haines, Harry
Seed, Robert Lynch, F. D. Moore; RCA
Photophone— W. C. Jervis, C. R. Underhill, C. E. Wel-
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Fight lor a Lease May
Face Jack Schwarz
Louisville

sher; National Theatre
Supply — E. B. Morton,
"Newt”
Williams, Walter
E.
Dyck;
National
Screen Service — Jack Judd, Lou Vogel; Superior
M. P. Supply — Arthur F. Morrone, Vince Josack;
Arcus Ticket Co. — Peter J. Alderman; Bank Night
— Art
England;
Independent
Display Co. — Eli
Kauffman;
Don D’Carlo Entertainment Service —
Don D’Carlo; American
Theatrical Valance Co. —
Martin Terner; Artkraft Sign Co. — W. R. Stich.
Guests and speakers included Judge O. Clare
Kent; District Attorney Herbert A. Mook; Robert
S. Bates, editor and publisher of the Tribune-Republican, Meadville; Fred F. Whippe, Mayor of
Meadville, and Lawrence
B. Starr, president of
the Meadville Chamber
of Commerce.
James H. Alexander introduced Charles Truran
as toastmaster. Jack Judd was general chairman.
Ed. Lebby, the veteran film sales representative,
was treasurer.
Truran
read a
resolution recommending
other banquet in the northwestern territory
year, which was unanimously received.
Golf prizes were won as follows:

the

Booby

prize,

a

book

Morgantown,

W.

Va.,

former

several other theatres in Louisville’s colored district, and if the proceedings which
are planned, go through, Schwarz will undoubtedly have to work out a new deal
with Williston.
The entire block in which the theatre is
located is scheduled for condemnation and
is to be razed as the property has been
selected as a site for a federal housing
project.

You

for the

Thoughtfulness
Your
wishes

BOXOFFICE
to thank

correspondent

the motion

picture

in-

of an

en-

dustry officials for the award

graved gold medal which was presented to him at the Conneaut Hotel,
Conneaut

Lake,

Pa., during

a

banquet

attended by more than 150 exhibitors
and distributors. The presentation was
made

Many
exhibitors and film men
present at the
northern territory shindig stated that they would
attend the silver anniversary testimonial dinner
in honor of George Sallows and George Comuntzis
the Hotel Morgan,
day evening, June 5.

Schwarz,

operator of a number of Indiana and Kentucky theatres, may be faced with the loss
of his lease on the Palace Theatre, a
colored house here.
This theatre at present is under lease
to Dudley Williston, who also operates

Thank

Manufacturers Outlet donated four door prizes
and Joe Misrach of the Pittsburgh Electric Mfg.
Corp. donated three door prizes.

at

Jack

annext

Vince Josack, low gross (83) golf bag; Art Levy,
(86), duffer bag; Art England. (91), club covers;
Harry Batastini (98), raincoat; Ed Brown, long
drive 18th hole, ball marker; Art Morrone, low
net (74), golf bag; Roy Haines, low net (74),
duffle bag; Joe Shapiro, (75), club covers; Max
Shulgold, (76), raincoat; Cliff Brown, exhibitor,
low gross (91), liquor by Art England; Dr. H. C.
Winslow, low gross 9 holes, (39), liquor by Art
England; W. Takoll, low net (76), liquor by Art
Morrone; L. C. Haughton, highest score for nine
holes, liquor by Art Morrone; other prize winners of golf balls were Herb Shearer, Jim Alexander, Jack Judd
and Leo
Guerrein jr., and
"Newt”
Williams won
"How
to Play Golf.”

—

by M. A. Rosenberg,

the MPTO

of W.

Pa., Inc.

president
It is a

of

dis-

tinction and an honor which the recipient appreciates very much.
Again,
thanks

for your confidence and thoughtfulness.—BOB KLINGENSMITH.

Mon-
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“Ike” Heckler has reopened his
Meyersville Theatre, following extensive
remodeling, as the State . . . Nat Walken,
Harris manager at Salem, Ohio, is resting following removal of his appendix . . .
H. C. Coffman has opened the theatre at
Bridgeport, W. Va., with the new name
of the Latona . . . Mannie Golden, former local exhibitor, now is selling autos
and he is helping his son, Milt, who has
his own orchestra . . . Frank Barr, former
assistant manager at the Menlo, Charleroi,
for Leon Reichblum, is now managing the

"Sale"
w ed
Shorob
day Unp
SunLeft
Harrisburg — The

Charlie Baron, M-G-M's exploitation director here, celebrated his first anniversary
with the local branch last week . . . Marty

charge

that

film legislation was "sold"
legislature by Democratic
$100,000

was

one

of the

Sunday

in the 1935
leaders for

five most

Morgantown, W. Va. — Every indication
points to a record testimonial for the
George Sallows-George Comuntzis Silver
Anniversary, which is sponsored by the ITO

sen-

sational probe items "hanging fire"
the Dauphin county special grand

when

jury disbanded

for an

indefinite

recess.

of W.

The jury's five months' work developed
indictments against 12 Democratic leaders on four of the matters investigated.
There

latter’s State, Wilkinsburg.

Morgantown Prepares
Record Testimonial

was

no

report

filed on

the

Senator Neely, Governor Holt and others in official capacities will be among

Sun-

those present for the affair which is scheduled for the Silver Room of the Hotel
Morgan, Monday evening, June 5.

day show item and four other sensational charges originally made
last
ley.
year

by District Attorney

Carl

B. Shel-

Terner’s American Theatrical Valance Co.
has been at work redecorating and draping
M. A. Rosenberg’s Rialto, uptown, and M.
Akselrad’s Regent, McKees Rocks . . .
Playhouse’s 1939-40 season is dated to open
October 24 . . . Mark Browar has turned
his Harlem Casino into a Negro dance hall.
Dave Miller, New Universal district manager, and Bert M. Stearn, UA district boss,
were here on business . . . Eighty-six persons attended the Variety Club family
night party last Friday which was hosted by Larry Katz, IATSE representative
. . . Jimmy Balmer spent the weekend in
Atlantic City after attending a hockey
meeting there ... A visitor here this week
is H. Rosenfeld, formerly of Vienna, Austria, who is connected with 20th-Fox and
who will depart in June for South America.
Harry Hendel, general chairman in
charge of the recent Joseph R. Kauffman
dinner, has turned over the proceeds to
the Filmrow Relief Fund and the charity
fund of the Variety Club, in the amounts
of $25 to the first named group and $20
to the latter group.
George Nelson, who retired from exhibition at Fairmont after a quarter of a
century, was a visitor on the film market
the other day. Reports that his other interests are keeping him busier than when
he was an exhibitor, just a few weeks ago
. . . J. P. Hanna, in charge of the checking department for M-G-M, was here conferring with Earle Super, local checking
head . . . Pete Gorris is ailing . . . Harry
Kalmine and others in the motion picture
industry

locally are busy

these

days

star, appeared at various spots in the territory this week . . . H. H. Baldensperger
of the Utopian, Sheffield, was a Filmrow
shopper this week . . . Harry Flarity and
Bill Bicket are the local representatives
for Alexander Preview Co., producers of
short trailers.
Lutheran

Church

John Cooper, manager of the Strand,
St. Michaels, Pa., was reported dangerously
ill at an Altoona hospital at press time . . .
Local newspaper critics will attend the
world premiere of Henry Fonda’s “Young
Mr. Lincoln” at Springfield, III., Memorial
Day . . . George D. Tyson is departing
from duties at the Harris office for several
months to handle his annual Showmen’s
Jubilee selection of Miss America in Atlantic City. Ken Hoel, as in years past,
will substitute for Tyson at the latter’s
brand new office . . . Jake Smith of

A second golf tournament has been arranged for the afternoon of June 6 at the
Kingwood Country Club. For those who
do not wish to engage in golf that afternoon, George Sallows has arranged for
their entertainment at his Indian Rocks
house, I. T. Sweeney,
man, announces.

of Monongahela

ITO

is sponsoring the showing of “Confessions
of a Nazi Spy” at the Anton Theatre there,
according to George Corcoran, manager
... A. J. and M. S. England have acquired the rights for Willis Kent’s “The
Wages of Sin,” and it will open here at
the Casino June 4.
Fred J. Herrington departed Monday
a. m., as usual, for Harrisburg where the
members of the legislature are endeavoring
to adjourn the session.

A

Play

Hollywood — “City in Darkness,” a play
by Gina Kaus and Ladislaus Fodor, has
been purchased by 20th-Fox.

chair-

at Morgantown

On

floors of the hotel have been reserved for the occasion.
the afternoon of the testimonial

banquet (June 5) there will be a meeting of the ITO of W. Va., which is scheduled for 3 p. m.
This meeting is of major importance for
the reason that the organization at that
time is expected to affiliate with national
Allied.
Invited
MPTO

to 20th-Fox

Meets

general

Three

to address

Rosenberg

the session

of Pittsburgh,

of W.

is M.

president

Pa., Inc., and

A.

of the

regional

vice-

president of Allied States Ass’n.
Danny Davis, secretary of the ITO, announced this week that, although the testimonial is “stag,” the ladies are invited.

On To Morgantown!
SILVER ANNIVERSARY and TESTIMONIAL DINNER

pre-

paring Camp O’Connell in Bradford Woods
for double capacity this year for the downtown and hill youngsters.

A golf tournament has been arranged
for that afternoon at the Morgantown
Country Club which will be in charge of
Leggs Hawley, director of athletics at the
University of West Virginia.

road
The

Va., and the film sales representatives of the area.

—

honoring

—

GEORGE

SALLOWS

GEORGE

& COMUNTZIS

Sponsored by ITO of W. Va. and Film Sales
Represen tatives

SILVER ROOM

— HOTEL

MORGANTOWN,

MONDAY

EVENING,

W.

MORGAN
VA.

JUNE 5, 1939 — 7:30 P. M.

Barnesboro is back on the job after wintering in Florida . . . Vince Josack shot a
64 at Schenley
par.
Roy

Rogers,
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two-under-

Special meeting of ITO of W. Va. at 3 o'clock that afternoon.
All independent exhibitors invited.

action-singing
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Revivals, in Double Doses, at
United Artists and Cinema
By

eign films of suitable merit are available
for booking until next fall, Manager Max

H. P. REVES

Detroit — Two major changes in theatre policy are in effect which, with the
recent price change at the Adams, and
the expected dropping of stage shows at
the Fox, will radically alter the setup of
the principal downtown houses. The
latest change is the adoption of a double
bill revival policy at the United Artists and
the Cinema.
The United Artists change is the more
significant of the two, inasmuch as this
house, since its opening some ten years
ago, has been the outstanding quality
film house here, never offering double
bills, and nearly always getting the preferred pictures of those booked through
the extensive buying power of the United
Detroit circuit. Present policy is to play
revivals, probably only for the summer
months, and it was decided to make this
a double bill policy, inasmuch as it was
felt a single revival would not have enough
drawing power to keep the house in the
black. The launcher is “San Francisco”
and “The Champ.”
At the Cinema, a 450-seat house normally playing foreign films, the revival
policy is combined with a drop in prices
from 55 to 40 cents for weekends, making
the top rate 40 cents all week. Few for-

Zala said.
ling” and
“Mr. Deeds

The opening bill is “Mayer“Secret Agent,” followed by
Goes to Town” and “It Hap-

pened One Night,” and then by “Zola”
and “Modern Times.”
The Cinema will change bills three to
four

times a week. Zala expressed himself in favor of daily changes, as is the
practice in some Broadway revival houses,
but pointed out this offered considerable
difficulty from the promotion
licity angles.
This marks the first time

and

pub-

that

any

downtown house has been definitely committed to the revival policy here. The
Belmont, a Sam Brown house managed
by A. Milo DeHaven, has been making a
success of revivals for several years in the
suburb of Highland Park, and a new theatre downtown, to follow a similar policy,
has been announced by the Brown circuit.
General sentiment of exhibitors around
Detroit has been strongly against revivals,
particularly reissues, on the ground that
styles change so rapidly that performances
of several years ago often seems absurd to
today’s audiences. The new policy, however, is designed to prove there is a limited market for intelligently chosen revival
bills in a few houses.

Ben

Stahl, former manager of the Medina Theatre, Medina, succeeds Ochs at

the Liberty . . . The
operated.

Medina

now

is Schine-

John Coyne, M-G-M booker, received his
discharge from Charity Hospital and is

Harry

Goldberg,

national

it will

advertising

head of Warner’s theatre department, held
two regional meetings last week in this
territory, to discuss exploitation plans for
“Juarez.” One meeting was held in Cleveland, the other in Columbus.

Nat I. Walken, owner of the Grand and
State theatres in Salem, was operated on
last week for appendicitis. At last report,
he was doing nicely.

Jack

Meisel, secretary to Warner’s exploitation chief, Sid Dannenberg , is sailing June 14 for a vacation to Bermuda.
Steinberg,

Youngstown

IS NEWS"

with

JOHN CALLA

DUET
and IRIS MEREDITH
Now Booking

Big Feature Rights
Exchanges, Inc.
90

after

Come

taking

in

Through

For UA's Bert Stearn
Cleveland — Bert Stearn, United Artists
district manager, is proud of the sales
record made by the boys in his territory.
Out of 14 honor salesmen chosen from all
United Artists offices who received bonuses
sold 100 per cent of their pos-

Donnelly is Indianapolis’ honor man, and
in Pittsburgh, Harry Reese and Jim Nash
take top place.
UA has announced that in the current
drive, the central

division, which

includes

Steam’s district, is in the lead. And,
within the district, Cleveland is in first
place in distribution, while Cincinnati
leads in dates played and money earned.
Steam announces the drive period is

action

exhibitor

to June

30.

in the elimination of double features for at least one change a week . . .

in town recently, doesn’t mind saying that
business down his way is, to put it mildly,
at a standstill . . . Mrs. Georgia Moffett,
secretary of the Variety Club, is back from

Cleveland independent West Side exhibitors, after a series of meetings, failed to

an extended
ton, D. C.

Cleveland friends of Harry Reinhart,
Canton theatre owner, are growing weary

trip to Florida

and

Washing-

W. N. Skirball has closed a contract

"MURDER

Salesmen

being extended
Jane

A Sure-Fire Box-Office Title
and a Mystery Drama With
Lots of Thrills

World’s Fair lounge
the exposition.

sibilities, six are in Steam’s district.
Cleveland’s 100 per cent men are Lou
Geiger and Jim Hendel. The Cincinnati
office contributed Irving Sochim. Elmer

Ohio bow June 2 in Dayton where
ope?i ivith a reserved seat policy.

back at his regular job . . . “Buck” Stoner,
Metro salesman, is doctoring for an ear
infection.

“ Goodbye Mr. Chips,” about which
M-G-M is rightfully boasting, makes its

Fair Visitor—

J. E. Stocker, Myrtle Theatre, Detroit,
relaxes in the RKO Radio New York

for having

CLEVELAND
OCHS, long connected wtih the Liberty Theatre here, has been appointed
manager of the Mt. Union in Alliance . . .

RKO

with

the local 20 th Century-Fox exchange for
its entire 1939-40 product . . . Arthur
Spaeth, film editor of The News, will
represent Cleveland at the big 20 th-Fox
celebration in Springfield, III., for the premiere of “ Young
George

Mr. Lincoln.”

Roberts,

district manager

and

I.

J. Schmertz, branch manager of 20th-Fox,
were in New York last week consulting
home office officials on sales and contract
policies.
Akron exhibitors are holding a series of
meetings in an effort to get unanimous

get together on a single feature policy, according to reliable information.

waiting for him to bring up the color film
he made of his recent trip to California
and

Hawaii

. . . And

speaking

of home-

made pictures, what’s become of those
Sam Gomel took of the recent Republic
convention in New York . . . Lou Walters,
manager of National Theatre Supply Co.,
is enthusiastic over the new home he just
bought out in Lakewood . . . Warners
have

installed the latest RCA
ment in their screen room.

Raymond

Schmertz,

only

sound
son

equip-

of I. J.

and

Mrs. Schmertz, was married last Sunday to Miss Lois Wolf of this city at Wade
Park Manor.
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J)AVE
and

THE

Universal shipper
SCHRIEBEB,
brother of Universal bowling ace,

Frank Schrieber,
a baby girl.

Approximately 50 theatres in the coal
mining districts of W. Va., and Kentucky

J. Real Neth, local chain operator, has
returned to his desk after four months on
the sick list. His troubles started with a
fall on the icy pavements during Christmas
holidays . . . Local RKO employes held
their annual party at Publicist Johnny
Barcroft’s studio. Their boss, C. Harry
Schreiber, and the Mrs. leave Sunday for
a three-week auto trip to the west coast.

are scheduled to gradually reopen, following a settlement of the strike. While several towns have not signed at this writing,
including Gary, W. Va., where 5,000 miners are still out, and Harlan, Ky., the feeling is general that the worst is over. It is
freely predicted in exchanges that business during the next year will boom in the
coal mining areas.
Phil

Semelroth

sr„

Semelroth

At the RKO

Samuel A. Lee of the Capitol at Frankfort, Ky., scans the advance stills of
RKO's forthcoming “Five Came Back’’
with Hostess Ruth Halprin in the New

this week. He will operate the new theatre being erected in Miami, W. Va., and
which is scheduled to open June 1 . . .
Other visitors seen shaking hands were
Max Max of Bluefield; Orville Woods,
Camden; Fred May jr., Royal Theatre,
Carroltown and Mr. and Mrs. Miles, Eminence.

York World's
lounge room.

Features closed “Mutiny on the Elsinore,”
with Paul Lukas, the same being booked
over Loew’s,

Warner

and

RKO

circuits.

Twentieth-Fox’s J. J. Grady, is chairman for Queen City Variety Club’s annual
golf tournament, plans for which are already underway. Allen Moritz, Columbia,
announces proceeds from the dinner dance
for charity were very satisfactory .
Harris Dudelson, United Artists branch
manager, announces the local boys lead
the country in sales. Dudelson and the
UA sales gang returned from the coast
full of enthusiasm

and

rarin’ to go.

Harry West is Bill Onie’s new Kentucky
representative for Monogram. Onie reveals
1939-40 announcement books and date
books have been mailed to the trade . . .
Columbia’s salesmen are carrying their
own preview trailers, to be shown with the
sales talk.
J. H. Davidson, Lynchberg, will operate
the Avon Theatre, at New Vienna.

former

Paramount

Col. H. A. Cole, national

Lounge —

One of the veterans of the exhibitor
field, Uncle Bob Wilson, visited the Row

Lee Goldberg of Big Features, left for
New York City. Goldberg announced Big

Irwin,

Les

booker

upped to a salesman’s
been territory.
here,
Toledo
the has
in

circuit,

Dayton, has suffered a relapse of his recent illness and has been removed to the
hospital. Semelroth has been in ill health
following an automobile accident some
months ago.

got under

Loew’s 15-8.
trimmed
way when
and Boehm for the
Caplane
were RKO
Batteries
the losers.
for
Paul
and
Kennedy
winners,

the cigars. It’s

is passing

Softball League

Theatrical

Fair

RKO

exhibitor

Film Rental Suit
an

Columbus, Ohio — At the eleventh hour
extension of time was granted in the

taxpayer’s suit against the Ohio tax commission on the right to exempt film rentals
from payment of the three per cent sales
tax. When the suit was first filed several
weeks ago the plaintiff secured a writ of
mandamus, answerable May 20.
William J. Ford of the attorney general’s
legal staff explained the move, “inasmuch
as there has been a reorganization of the
commission we thought it best to continue
the

suit until all concerned had an opportunity to study the technical questions

involved.” Such extensions are considered
more or less conventional legal tactics. In
a surprise move, however, the defense
also asked for postponement of the second suit, covering alleged violations of the
use tax, which was to be answered June 3.
Judge

Hornbeck,

Franklin

county

Allied president,

for a special ITO directors’
was in town
and thought so much of the
session,
Deshler bar that he almost missed his train
to Detroit . . . The Ohio offered a prelude to the June bride epidemic in a timely
specialty number by Organist Roger Garrett, assisted by two local gals, one a model
from a feminine apparel shop, the other
a singer.
The

Postpone Hearing of

post

Variety

Club

had

a

dinner

party

Thursday. Walter Miles of the state censor board showed motion pictures of the
cmb’s various charitable activities. About
75 barkers with guests attended. A dance
followed . . . Joe Carr, president of the
National Pro Football League, died Saturday. He was well known in theatrical
circles.
Peaceful settlement of “financial” difficulties between local “numbers” operators
and the city administration has stopped
talk of a nuisance tax to help balance the
budget. Passage of Senate Bill 40, a special relief measure, has ended any immediate possibility of additional admission
taxes.
Dave

Bines, RKO stage director of Cleveland, was a local visitor Friday. His frequent trips here have added authenticity
to rumors of a permanent vaudeville policy
for the Palace. Benny Goodman’s showing last week at the house didn’t draw as
well as expected. But Iris new singing
sensation lovely Louise Tobin, really stopped every show cold.

court

of appeals, approved the requests, extending the writ until June 15 on both. Plaintiff Attorney W. S. Cowan agreed to the
ruling of the bench.

Will Kerr is visiting the Row . . . Salley
Shearer, RKO
personnel, is back at her
desk following an appendectomy . . . Marvin McNamee is new booker at Grand National, replacing Sam Oshrey who moved
over to book for Warner.
Mrs. Willis Vance, wife of the owner of
the Eden and the Ohio, Cincinnati houses,
is convalescing after an appendectomy.

No Ashland

Change

Cincinnati — Denial of reports that he
will take over the Capitol Theatre at Ashland, Ky., is issued by Maurice White of
the Boyd circuit here.
ated by Dick Martin.
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Cleveland Exchange Local
Slates Dance for June 2
Cleveland — Film Exchange Employes
Local B-5 will hold its annual benefit
dance at Moose Hall, 2536 Euclid Ave.,
June 2. Charles Rice, 20th-Fox shipper,
is chairman of the committee in charge
of arrangements.
At the last meeting of the group, Pearl
Geib of Warner Bros, was named delegate
to the IATSE district convention at the
Mayflower Hotel, Akron, June 4-5-6. The
district is composed of Indianapolis, Cincinnati, Detroit and Cleveland.

PERMANENT construction that means
lowest upkeep
first cost.

cost

at a

Write

THE

surprisingly

low

for details

F&Y

BUILDING

SERVICE

328 E. Town

Columbus,

—

O.

RAYMOND
E. MOON, general manager
of Mutual Theatres, east to New York
and Washington on a business tour, missed
the Fair, and also the Preakness at Pimlico, Md.
Emil H. Beck’s young
quite u trombonist, now
shows.

son, getting to be
appears in church

Joseph B. Mitchell, owner of the Rex,
is heading the new Minit-Pop National
Distributing Co., which is manufacturing
a high grade pop corn vending machine.
Phil Kaplan reports plenty of business
— theatres are keeping right on with their
promotion and exploitation, despite hot
weather . . . Phyllis Kaplan — she’s Dave’s
sister, and runs the office end — says
there’s only one good player
baseball team — Earl England.

on

the film

Bill Potts postcards from Dallas, that
he expects to return to the Motor City by
fall.
A. C. Wilson, 20th-Fox auditor, and one
of the old-timers of film auditing, arrived for a three or four weeks’ stay here
. . . Dorothy M. Lemire, biller at 20 th-Fox,
is in Henry Ford Hospital for observation
of her arm, which has been causing
trouble.
Don

Shields

was

busy

house-cleaning

up at A1 Dezel’s roadshow office . . . Ralph
Peckham, returned to Detroit from Buf-

into two teams to compete for poppy
in the Film Building and elsewhere.

Bill Hurlbut, shadowed by Harlan Starr,
is taking his lunches on the fly, standing
up — and he hasn’t been riding a horse
either . . . Joseph Olschefsky always seems
to
up when
the pop
wind.

there’s a theatre

Ed

Heiber, Universal manager, was upstate on a selling trip this week . . . Moe
Dudelson, Jack Goldhar, Syd Bowman,
Ernie Pichler, and Edward Weingarden all
returned from the UA Hollywood convention.
Harry

Lotz

has

dropped

his double

life

Fields, Pop Stolz, Max Kolin, Sam Cornelia, Harry Carson, Gil Lubin, George
Clancy, and Lou Hoffman. Bill Jackson,
the major-domo of the Fox Theatre, has
joined the post. Delegates to the post’s
district convention include Max Kolin,
Jack Ferentz, Gil Light and Buddy Fields.

Wayne

Brenkert, back home with enthusiastic reports about business pickup all
over the U. S., is getting acquainted with
his family once more.

Ben Cohen, south since the middle of
winter, is shipping his car back home
about June 1, and will go to the New York
fair before returning here . . . Butterfield
circuit has closed the Majestic Theatre at
Jackson . . . Sam Barrett, Co-operative
booker, still spends all his weekends at his
cabin on the Au Sable, catching trout from
his front porch.

Don C. McHenry, who closed the Arc
Theatre, Sunday, will reopen it September
1, meanwhile keeping the Granada open
. . . Wilson Garnall, manager of the Arc,
has left for Indiana.
William Schuttenhelm, managing the
Globe and Dawn, is aroused these days
because the street in front of the Dawn
has been closed and traffic detoured away
from his theatre, because of widening a
block away. The Dawn will get a long

Date for the Grayling tour of Variety
Barkers has been postponed. Promoters
Frank Wetsman and Lou Wisper are busy
with those two new theatres.
One

Highlight

of the

closing

luncheon

Variety
Mac

the presentation of Variety’s check for
$1,000 to Father Harold J. Markey, for his
Home for Delinquent Boys. Presentation

Mac

made by Chief Barker Charles C. Perry. Father Markey responded with a splendid talk in what the home is accomplishing. Father Raymond Jones, who now lives
at the home and is in direct charge of it,
spoke

briefly. Edward Crowe, another associate in the enterprise, was also intro-

duced.
Tommy McAuliffe, the Armless Wonder,
gave an inspiring talk on the philosophy

too many

was

given

Cosette

Notes:

was

was

name

Merrill, women’s news commentator for
radio station WBEN
of Buffalo, in this
column recently with the result that her

Tablecloth
At the Final

Shafer’s theatre at Wayne, Mich. ... Irwin Pollard, new bowling president, is
cooking up something to keep the League
alive this summer.

post, American Legion, at the Vets’ Hospital— assisted by Jack Ferentz, Buddy

R. E. Hawley, in charge of research at
the Detroit branch of Ross Federal Service,
has returned from a trip to New York . . .

“Tumbleweed.”

Harry Hondorf, formerly a booker for
Monarch, has gone into the other end of
the business, as manager of Walter

Owen Blough and Clayton Wilkinson
engineered the show given by theatrical

deal in

F. S. McKeown, manager of the Detroit
branch of Ross Federal Service, is receiving congratulations from his friends on
the birth of a seven-and-a-quarter pound
girl who has been christened Linda Lee.
This is the second daughter born to Mr.
and Mrs. McKeown.

falo, promptly was off to Flint “to sign
up a thousand dollars’ worth of business,”
say his loyal colleagues. Anne O’Donnell
is busy plugging the reissue of William S.
Hart’s

session of closed street next year, when the
widening is scheduled right in front of
the house, and Schuttenhelm justifiably
can see no reason for losing business
double.

sales

Luncheon
Krim made their appearance in summer informals — open collar and all . . .

says he may stay in town this summer— thinks there may be a new polo
field at Woodrow Wilson and Oakman
Boulevard to keep him here.
Mrs. Jim West, wife of the Variety (and
Boxoffice) photographer, who has been
ill for three weeks, is convalescing nicely
. . . Wayne Edwards, genial trumpet player
of the Variety Syncopators, is seriously ill
in Delray Hospital after a heart attack.
Edgar

A.

Guest,

the

noted

poet, who

as a detective . . . Art Robinson wasn’t
getting ready for a horse giveaway the
other day; all that straw was to pack
dishes. Jack Saxe, Variety dough guy, has

“there is no handicap in life except a
mental one,” and demonstrated uncanny
accuracy in shooting golf . . . Barker
Duncan C. McCrea, Wayne prosecuting
attorney, also paid a tribute to Father

wrote

added
ment.

Markey’s

leaving on a month’s visit “back home” . . .
Nina Patti was soloist at the last Saturday Frolic, filling in unexpectedly as guest
artist . . . Jack Douglas, the Old Night
Watchman
assisted as m. c.

“cheaters”

Harold
adding

to his professional

Sandelman

machine

decided

as extra

equip-

he needs

equipment

an
.

. .

Judith Perry, nine-month-old daughter of
Cliff Perry, M-G-M
booker, can ride a
horse — he has a photo to prove it.
O. A. D. (Bun) Baldwin of Bridgeman,
Lee Ward of Mount Pleasant, and Homer
Cox of Quincy and his wife were among
the rarely seen upstate exhibitors in town
this week.
Girls of the M-G-M

92

Club

are

dividing

work.

Everybody busy making plans for summer, with final formal confabs at this
luncheon — no more till fall . . . Bill Carlson rated a special orchid from Chief
Barker Perry for his work on arranging
programs all season long . . . Dave Newman, Sol Krim, and Bernard Brooks —
the Three Mack Musketeers — managed to
sit together.
Jack

Haley

and

Dave

Newman

busy trying to catch onto Mac Krim’s
appearing dime trick . . . Sol Berns

the Creed of Variety, is now
sociate member by the way.

Chief Barker
Bachelor Hall

an as-

Charles C. Perry goes into
this week — Mrs. Perry is

Mac Krim, telling about getting rid of
his pet bear to the Zoo, reminds George

were

McArthur of Jacob Schreiber’s bear from
the Blackstone Theatre — treed in Capitol
Park, and Mac declined to go after the
pet! . . . Art Robinson is arranging weekly
film shows for the crippled children at

disand

Camp Bentley this summer — 12 miles north
of Port Huron.
BOXOFFICE
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family in Detroit and she in Buffalo have
been swamped with congratulations on
her marriage. Miss Merrill points out that

Juvenile Restrictions

the addition of “Bagley” to her name was
a reporter’s mistake and not her idea.
Sorry.

Eased in Committee

Mandat Lane, new RKO starlet, who got
her first contract last week, is a Detroit
girl who has been in Hollyivood for two
years.
gard.

Her

real name

is Winifred

Oster-

Sol Krim is out of Harper Hospital, recovering from an infected throat . . . Mrs.
Katherine LaFond, daughter of Sol Berns,
suffered a broken arm and leg in an automobile accident in Grosse Pointe Farms.

Harrisburg

—

Senate

(S-942).
the
house

committee

has

act (H-389)

Section

Cooperative Theatres’ gang touring to
New York last week included Carl Buermele, Barney Kilbride, William Kaplan,
Lew Wisper, Fred DeLodder sr. and fr.,
and Charles Komer . . . The Weingarden
and Dudelson brothers haven’t switched
faces. Our captions got twisted in last
week’s

Boxoffice

under

those

changes of climate don’t agree with him
. . . Herman A. Bird, of the “Our” at
Standish, was a Detroit visitor Monday,
with his wife.
Jack Davis, formerly booker with the
Gus Sun office, has joined the Bryden
office here . . . Emil Beck, independent
booker, is leaving on a trip upstate this
week.

Beck, shepherding the Model Railroad Club, is arranging a lake ride on Lake
Huron, Sunday, June 4.

L. Pringle has taken over the Burton
Theatre at Flint from R. Ingram and A.
Barnes.

Two Theatres Are Likely
For Pine Grove , W, Va.
Grove,

W.

Va. — A

building

here

the local enterprise
ing within a month.

ready

for open-

Meanwhile, the Charles Anderson and
W. B. Urling Alpine Southern Theatres,
Inc., plan a theatre for this community
which they state will be opened by Labor
Day.

Shafer Plans One
Grayson,

Ky. — W.

R.

Shafer

of

Irvine,

Ky., has leased a building here which he
will remodel into a theatre to open around
July 1.

Lions Will Select a
Cuh lor Metro
Pittsburgh — One of the
the Lions International
scheduled

to open

the selection

here

July 17, will be

of a lion cub,

under

eight

months of age, who will be "adopted"
by M-G-M as a successor to Leo the
Lion. The new Leo jr„ will be used as
a

trade-mark

BOXOFFICE
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$100 (thus, no minimum),
each offense” taken out.

and

with

Sec. 932 (now 930), establishing fines
from $25 to $100 for defacing show bills
and all advertising before date of advertised performance; now eliminates the
minimum fine and provides for imprisonment for three months.
(now

931), providing

for fines

of from

$5 to $20 for posting advertisements on property of another without
written consent of owner or tenant; now
establishes such practice as a misdemeanor
and establishes a fine of $100, or three
months imprisonment, or both.
Other

sections

establish

fines of from

$25 to $300 for those who advertise an
indecent show; prohibit children from eight
to 14 years of age
atres during school

from attending thehours, with fines of

$10 for first offense and $25 for subsequent offenses or one day in jail for each
dollar of fine and costs imposed; establishing fines of $50 or three months’ imprisonment for ticket scalping or bartering; establishing a fine of $4 or 6 days’
imprisonment for employment on Sunday
not authorized by law, etc.
the

house

Brunner act, which brings up-to-date
fraudulent methods and artifices to procure operation of automatic machines, thus
amending the counterfeit and spurious
coins act, and providing penalties, has
passed both houses of the legislature and
is before the governor for his signature.
David

the

senate

still very

much

alive at mid-week.

Representative Curran’s act (H-831)
which would reduce the license-tax on
keepers of bowling alleys, was approved
by the ways and means committee and
had passed first reading in the house.
Also up for second reading in the house
was the Bretherick act (H-415) to impose a tax on all coin-operated phonographs or machines for reproducing music
from records.
Powers act, which would impose a license tax on keepers of all pin-ball games,
hi-score games, or other games or devices
of skill or chance (H-277) was another
active measure up for second reading.
Recording of any broadcast without the
permission and consent of the person or
persons

broadcasting
hibited under terms

same would be proof the Voorhees act

(H-805) which has passed the house, 201
to 3, and which is before the committee
on judiciary general in the senate where
the act is known as senate bill No. 1073.

“for

Sec. 880 (now 878), forbidding presentation of unpublished dramas and musical
compositions without consent of authors
and with fines of from $10 to $500, or imprisonment not exceeding three months,
or both; now eliminates a minimum fine
and establishes a fine not exceeding $100,
or imprisonment not exceeding three
months, or both.

This penal code has passed
and is now in the senate.

features of
convention,

or

646 (now 643), forbidding employment at theatres to minors under 15
years of age and establishing fines of from
$50 to $100 for each offense, imposed upon
those having care or custody of such minor;
now changed to read, fine not exceeding

Sec. 933
is

being remodeled for a theatre for Anthony
Varco, Lumberport tavern keeper, who will
have

90 days,”

Section

photos.

Lew Wisper, back from New York,
promptly fell ill with a cold — reported that

Pine

658 (now 654), dealing with discrimination on account of race or color
and establishing fines of from $100 to $500
or imprisonment from 30 days to 90 days,
or both; now establishes $100 fine, upon
conviction, and sets no minimum imprisonment but “not more than
both fine and imprisonment.

before

have been amended “to death.”
Last-minute pressure was being put on
measures which would repeal the Sunday
show law, and various labor measures were

the act which would prohibit admission of any child under 15 years of
age to Sunday shows, and as it now reads
would prohibit any child under 12 years
of age, unless accompanied by an adult.
Tire measure is on the active list.

Code

is now

Many of the liquor acts, including those
which pertain to entertainment licenses,

amended

Changes in the Penal
include the following:

and

P. Reese act to prohibit distribution of printed matter extolling crimes
and deeds of violence, and imposing duties
upon the district attorneys, has passed

John Fisher of Sharon
Named to Censor Post
Sharon,

who

Pa. — John

C.

Fisher

of

Sharon,

was nominated last week for a position on the state board of censors, was formerly a manager for Warner theatres

here.

He also served in Meadville, Titusville, Ridgway and Youngstown in similar
capacities.
The appointment was made by Gov. Arthur H. James and Fisher’s name was
sent to the senate for confirmation. The
nominee is a nephew of former Governor
Fisher.
The

Pennsylvania legislature only recently confirmed Mrs. Edna R. Carroll of
Philadelphia as chairman of the censor
board. Another member is yet to be appointed.

Second Ownership Shift
For Meadville Victor
Meadville,

Pa. — Victor

Theatre,

which

had been operated under new management
for several weeks, has changed hands
again.

This time the house has been acquired by the Meadville Park Theatre Corp.,
owners of the Park Theatre. The arrangement was made by Dr. H. C. Winslow of
the Park Corp. For several weeks the old
Victor was operated by the Blatt Bros,
circuit. Under the new setup the House
will be known as the Penn Theatre. Charles
Truran of the Park
mer Victor.

FOR

will manage

the for-

SALE

Theatre Building:, 2804 East 79th St., Cleveland, Ohio; 400 to 450 new or rebuilt chairs;
with 2 Simplex machines and sound ready for
installation; concrete floor, rest rooms. Bargain— $9,500. Will take back small mortgage.
Mayer burgh,
Silverman,
53-55 Fullerton St., PittsPa.

The Franklin Theatre to
Jack Broder on June 1

Hairbreadth
Detroit — Edward

Detroit

—

Jack

Broder,

owner

of

the

Rainbow Theatre and former operator of
Advance Theatrical Operation Corp., will
take over the Franklin Theatre, June 1,
from L. D. Golden, who has operated the
house for many years, he tells Boxoffice.
The

Franklin

is in a

developing

resi-

dential neighboi’hood, without immediate
theatrical competition a considerable distance in either direction.
The

house

is to be renamed

the

Time

and

a company will be organized to operate it, Broder said. It will be remodeled
by Adler Contracting Co. One hundred
seats will be added to the present capacity
of 400. A new marquee
tem will be installed.

and

cooling

sys-

the

Para-

mount publicity department screened “Invitation to Happiness” before an invited
group of representative club leaders and
members of the press at the Lake Theatre.
“Mark it down as an emotional treat not
to be missed,” said W. Ward Marsh of the
Plain Dealer.
“It’s a powerfully sustained drama . . .”
is the opinion of Arthur Spaeth of the
News.
“. . . ‘Invitation to Happiness’ is top
flight entertainment, utterly devoid of
chi-chi or false heroics. Jot it down as one
of the brighter approaching
Winsor French in the Press.

Four New
—

says

Theatres Extend

Mutual's
Detroit

events,”

a
blind-end street
through a field.

Theatres

has

added

four new houses, making a total of 41
for the booking combine. General Manager
Raymond E. Moon tells Boxoffice.
New houses include the circuit of three
operated by Edward Dalton — the Dawn at
Flushing, Roxy at Saint Charles, and the
Merrill at Merrill. The fourth new member is the Boyne Theatre at Boyne City,
operated by Heaton and Worthing.

Drop Stage Shows
Cleveland — The

RKO

Palace,

film

RKO

tried

driving

His car got caught on a railroad track
in the field. As he got out, a train came
around the bend headed for him. It was
his good luck that the switch was set to
throw the train on another track just a
short distance from his car.

180 Attend Warner

Club

in Brecksville
Warner

Club

music

produced under the personal direction of Saul “Capra” Bragin, who in his
more serious moments heads the booking
division of the theatre department. The
play, entitled “Cornin’ Round the Mountain,” was enacted by the following cast:
Zeke
Lawrence “Muni” Kreusse
Daisy
Virginia “Bette” Taylor
Maw Judkins
Lillian “Westley” Fisher
Pap Judkins . . . .Marvin “Garfield” Samuelson
Dynamite Annie
Tony “Kobson” Laurie
Carey Newbold
Rol>ert “Rooney” Cox
Millicent
Sylvia “De Havilland” Chisek
Hortense
Jane “Burke” Meisel

followed

the show,

and

Landers’

dancing

following

will be “Confessions

of

Weagley
been

Boosted

Ohio — William

promoted

from

Weagley

assistant

Players on the team, captained by Irving Belinsky of Film Drugs, include: Floyd
Pontius and Dal Fear, Coulter Premiums;
Bill Robinson and Les Gardner, Film
Truck Service; Joe Renick, Amusement
Supply

Co.; Sam Wilson, Republic Pictures; Earl England, Cliff Perry, and R.

Thompson, M-G-M; Stanley Malinowski,
Cinema Service; Joseph Trace, Vitagraph;
John Rush and Dave Kaplan, Theatrical
Advertising Co.

Detroit

—

Reports

that

Dayton,

are

Ohio — Employes

organizing

a

of RKO

softball

houses

team

manager

has

of

play in the Sunday Morning League.
win Sable will manage the team.

Good-

Detroit — Frank

manager

of Ross

a 7%-pound

Installs Cooling
Dayton,

Ohio — An

System

air conditioning

tem has been installed in the
Theatre here by Roy E. Wells.

94

sys-

St. Paul

McKeown,

Federal,

Cleveland — S.

as salesman

local

branch

is the daddy

Present plans call for operation by
George W. Sampson. Opening is expected
around July 1.

Detroit — The

Wisper

&

A.

of W&W’s present Calvin. Charles N.
Agree is preparing the sketches, and work
may start late this summer.

Levinson Office Head
For RKO in Detroit
Detroit — Harry

Levinson

has

here.

(no

relation

to

the exhibitor of the same name at Petoskey) has joined the RKO staff as office
manager here, succeeding Clive Waxman,
now with Monogram. Levinson has been
with RKO
for 12 years, starting in the
home office, and later going to Milwaukee.
He comes here from Chicago.

Renew
of Joe

is presently
York.

on

Hollywood — A

Resigns

Gerson

cir-

for a new 1,500-seat theatre in Dearborn,
west side suburb. This will be at Michigan and Haigh avenues, seven blocks west

Joe Walters
has

Walters,
a

renewed

the

cameraman.

He

brief vacation

Gets "Family"

for Columbia

Wetsman

cuit has completed a cash deal at an undisclosed sum for the purchase of a site

in New

of

girl.

S. A. Gerson

Esquire

Musetti said no negotiations are underway for the houses, but that his company
might sell or lease it.

contract

Girl to McKeown

to

the

Theatre, under construction on the east
side, will be taken over by United Detroit
circuit are denied to Boxoffice by Andrew
S. Musetti sr., chairman of the Esquire
Theatre Co. board.

Hollywood — Republic

here

of his
it was

Denies UDT Will Acquire
New Esquire in Detroit

RKO’s Colonial here to manager of the
State. Goodwin Sable has been shifted
from the State to manage the Colonial.

Softball Team

team,

orchestra

Evelyn Friedl is president of the Warner Club. Larry Kreusse was chairman
of the entertainment committee, assisted
by Lou Milder, Dick Wright, Eddie Miller,
Bob Cox, Jane Meisel, Saul Bragin and
Marie Beier.

Dayton,

Baseball

W&W Buys Site for New
Theatre in Dearborn

consisting of Marie Beier, Margaret Hutchinson, Ruth Finger, Irene Platt, Clemmie
Olton, Edna Weinberg, Roslyn Hoffman
and Ena Garbo.
Supper

Film

of Cleve-

The big moment of the party, which
started at 10 p. m„ was a drama with

to the music of Manny
followed the supper.

Detroit — Detroit’s

sponsored by Film Drug Store, opened its
season with a 6 to 3 victory over General
Tobacco.

Each player will have the name
own organization on his uniform,
decided this week.

people, representing club membership of
Cleveland and Akron, assembled at the
Spanish Tavern in Brecksville. Sandusky
was represented by Don Reilly of the
Plaza Theatre.

its annual custom, will drop stage shows
for the summer. June 2 is the date set
for inaugurating the straight picture
policy. The
a Nazi Spy.”

and

Credits also go to Arnold “Duchin”
Nathanson of the accessory department,
who arranged and directed the musical
score, as well as to the trained (?) chorus

Service to 41
Mutual

of

land held the most successful entertainment of its career when more than 180

" Invitation to Happiness"
Wins Critical Praise
of

manager

theatre, Jacobson tried a short-cut around
Hamilton and Holden avenues, got lost on

Party

Blair

Jacobson,

the Rainbow, had an old-time flicker-style
hairbreadth escape in a near-crash with a
train. En route from an exchange to his

Cleveland — The

Cleveland — Rufus

Detroit's Film Baseball
Nine Wins First Game

Escape

resigned

new

Featurettes
series

of

“family”

:: May

27, 1939

featurettes, which Gordon Hollingshead
will supervise for Warner, will be scripted
by Owen Crump.
BOXOFFICE

Suit by Stockholder
Faces Sal Adorno

Adorno,

was

to be half-owner

of the lease.

Bingo Has Approval;

On May 29, 1933, the new lease was
entered into and signed by Salvatore
Adorno for the lessor and by Arthur H.
Lockwood, as secretary and treasurer of

Denied to Theatres

Middletown

Middletown, Conn. — Charges of “fraud
and deceit” are levelled against Salvatore
Adorno, owner of the Palace Theatre and
other property in Middletown, in a lengthy
complaint of the Middlesex Theatre, Inc.,
which owns the Middlesex Theatre, and
Franklyn Arrigoni, a stockholder, against
Salvatore and Maria Adorno, returnable
to the superior court for Middlesex county
on June 6. Plaintiffs seek damages in the
amount of $169,000; that the defendants
be ordered to account and pay over to
Middletown Theatres, Inc. (an affiliated
corporation dissolved in 1936) or its stockholders according to their interest therein, all sums received by the defendants as
a result of their connection and interest
in Middletown Enterprises, Inc., from May
29, 1933 to the present; and that the defendants be permanently restrained and
enjoined from erecting two currently-proposed theatres in Middletown during the
term of the lease expiring June 15, 1948,
or from any connection directly or indirectly with any amusement enterprise competing with the Capitol, Palace and Middlesex Theatres. Adorno had announced
his intention to build an open-air theatre
for operation this summer, and a 1,000seat all-year house for September opening, one on property at Main and College
Streets, former Adorno theatre site, and
the other on land south of the Middlesex
Theatre.
Traced

From

1932

amusements, but the writ states that “it
was the understanding and agreement of
the plaintiffs that this restrictive clause
should

be

included”

that “none of the principal stockholders
or individual owners of the three theatres shall have any connection with any
competing amusement enterprise in Middletown for the term of this lease.” It is
alleged that from September, 1932 to

tres.”
The writ then alleges that Adorno urged
the stockholders to lease to Arthur Lockwood, because of his experience in theatre
management, although other higher offers
were received. The stockholders did not
know of these other offers, it is alleged,
until April 27, 1937, nor did Lockwood
know that Adorno withheld from these
stockholders the information that he,
May

alleges

game, leaving it a church and fraternal monopoly, was passed by the house
and returned in its amended form for a
new senate vote. Further plaguing the
industry, which had hoped to bolster
alarmingly declining grosses with Bingo, is
a new

that
Adorno “continuously hounded,
argued with, insulted and upon at least
one occasion assaulted Lockwood, with the

time.

object of making the association intolerable for said Lockwood.” As a result, it
is claimed, Lockwood applied for appointment of receiver of Middletown Enterprises, Inc., and a receiver was appointed
on July 22, 1938. It is further alleged that
before and after the transfer of the stock
of Middletown Enterprises, Inc., to the
present operator, Adorno had plans for
the construction of new theatres and
“openly declared that he was going to put
Middletown Enterprises out of business by
competing with it and would then take
over the management of all Middletown
houses himself.” On April 3, 1939, Adorno
applied for and received permits to build
theatres from the department of public
works. On June 25, 1936, the corporation, Middletown Theatres, Inc., was legislated out of existence for failure to file
annual reports.

M&R

Case Resumes

27, 1939

theatre tax proposal that was expected to appear in the legislature at press

Last week the Republican majority in
the house tabled the measure until now
when

the revisions could be and were included. The first bills introduced in this
session limited the Bingo operation to
“charitable” organizations. Later, the
“Coles bill,” unfavorably reported by the
judiciary committee, was sent back with
revisions which would permit all types of
operators, but imposed local option and
annual renewal of the local option and license with local authorities, and limited
prizes to $250 in merchandise at any
Bingo session. This substitute bill emerged from the judiciary committee with a
favorable

report.

O’Toole, in town several days, returned to his duties as Columbia branch

manager in New Haven. O’Toole, who formerly held a similar position in Boston,
is expected to be called again as perhaps
the

concluding
tributor ranks.

NE

witness

from

Ryan was forced to bed
recurrence of the grippe.

major

dis-

briefly with

Double Bike
New Dual
Boston — Frank Lydon, one of the theatre owners who has gone for the new
bicycle
James
Ernest
make.

promotion

Kennedy,

being

Joseph

offered

Schmuck,

by
and

Warren, had a suggestion to
It is for a tandem bike to tie

in with present

double-feature
ble-giveaway trend.

and

senate

further

in-

to make

such reasonable rules and regulations concerning the conduct of the

game of Bingo
before passing

as it may
the bill.

the

Among

deem

necessary,”

Churches

Catholic

clergy

in

the

state offered evidence of its organized support of Bingo legalization by sending over
100 letters to the governor. Uniform text

Boston — Suspension of hearings following a week devoted to study of Columbia
documents by George S. Ryan, plaintiff
attorney, gave participants in the Morse &
Rothenberg anti-trust suit against major
interests a respite to May 31. No hearings
were held this week.
Tim

The

serted the clause, “the governing board
of each muncipality shall have the power

Meantime

In Boston May 31

May, 1933, Adorno operated at a loss “with
intent to defraud the other stockholders,”
. . . and “with the ultimate purpose of
forcing the other stockholders to give up
their interest in the operation of the thea-

::

further

the

Division

the sale in March, 1939, to Morris Pouzzner of Boston of the capital stock of Middletown Enterprises, Inc., lessee, the latter corporation being at the time in the
hands of an equity receiver who had been
ordered to sell the assets. The receivership action was withdrawn after the
private sale of the capital stock. It is
stated that until September 1, 1932, the
three houses operated individually and in
competition with each other. On August
8, 1932 the properties were leased to Middletown Theatres, Inc., of which Adorno
become treasurer and general manager.
The lease contained the restrictive clause

BOXOFFICE

and

that the fact it was left out was, “fradulently concealed by Adorno.” From this
time on until July 22, 1938, it is alleged

Hartford — The Coles Bingo bill. S. B.
277, incorporating the revisions that exclude commercial and theatre operation of

to 1939

The complaint recites the history of the
three Middletown houses from 1932 until

then

Enterprises, Inc., a new corporation. The new lease did not actually
contain the restrictive clause of the former lease against participation in other

a

of the letters stated “ . . . much gambling
of a truly sordid and injurious nature is
prevented by allowing the churches to
continue as they have for many years to
conduct games of chance . . . The theatre
interests oppose us as they want everything derived from entertainment for
themselves . . .” Before the house had considered the bill, Bishop Frederick G. Budlong, head of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in Connecticut took a strong stand
against the game before the annual diocesan convention in Hartford, speaking
against licensed gambling in any form and
expressing “chagrin that churches are
specifically included among those to whom
permission may be granted.” The following day, Baptist churches of the state in
convention in the Capitol City, asked the
Bingo.
legislature to defeat the legalization of

New Welansky Company
For Bowdoin Square
Boston — Ben Welansky has formed the
Bowdoin Amusement Co., Inc., to operate
the Bowdoin Square which he recently
took over to lift his Boston

Theatre

hold-

ings to a

dou-

The

quintet ranking. Fellow incorporators are Benjamin M. Stein, circuit manager, and Katherine F. Welch.
concern is capitalized for $10,000.
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Heavy Rhode Island

Warn Hartford Loew's
Picketing Impends

'Mikado' Campaign
Providence — RKO-Albee

went

in heavy

Hartford — IATSE and operators’ union
officials have notified E. M. Loew’s Theatre that picketing would be resumed at
once at the theatre on Asylum St., unless
Loew met the AFL units in a bargaining
conference. The notification follows a

in putting across “Mikado.” First came
a cocktail party at the Biltmore with the
town’s elite invited to a preview. Then the
formal opening, with the state attorney
general, lieutenant governor, secretary of
state, Mayor Collins of Providence and
other
ent.

state

Division

and

municipal

Manager

union

victory in the supreme court, nullifying the superior court anti-picketing injunction handed down last year.
Judge Cornell of the superior court had
found that picketing was orderly and

officials pres-

Harry

MacDonald

and

Jack Granara came down from Boston for the affair and Harry Mandel and
William Englund traveled up from New
York to take it in.

peaceful, but had concluded that the union’s strike had failed at the time the injunction proceedings were heard. The
union

Music store, colleges, singing organizations and Little Theatre groups were all
contacted on the Gilbert and Sullivan
angle, and heavy advertising space used
in newspapers for some days prior to the
opening. The result was a capacity house
for opening night and better than
age business through the week.

management’s own admission. Prior to
the strike, E. M. Loew is alleged to have
stated he would not deal with either an
AFL or CIO union.

aver-

N. H. Billboard Measure

Likelihood of legitimate attractions coming into town this summer seem slight
after

the

business

done

by Ethel

claimed picketing was seriously injuring the business at the theatre by the

Vetoed

Barry-

by Governor

more’s two-day stand in “White Oaks” at
the Playhouse. Attendance was very discouraging at both evening performances

Concord, N. H. — A bill aimed primarily
at billboard restrictions has been killed
here in the first veto ever made by Gov.

and

Francis P. Murphy,
ond term.

the matinee, despite good press reviews in local dailies following the opening. Meanwhile, summer theatres in the
state are readying for opening, with a
couple of them announcing film stars for
guest appearances during the season.

The

a

new

play

and

Leonard Spiefleglas
va,” during the season.
house opens June 10.
playlist for the season is

by

Allen

Boston Vaude

May

Hold for Summer

Boston — The

RKO

Boston

will be shifted

The

possibility

looms

that

the

former

first-run, which now is combining flesh
with latter-run double features, may remain right through the summer. It would
be the first warm-month session the house
has endured for several years.

Boston Film Scribes to
' Young

Lincoln Debut

Boston — Boston film critics will attend
the Springfield, 111., premiere of 20th Cen-

tury-Fox’s “Young Mr. Lincoln” Tuesday.
Scheduled to entrain for the Midwest are
Joyce Dana of the Record, Helen Eager
of the Traveler, Marjory Adams of the
Globe, John Beaufort of the Monitor, John
Hutchens of the Transcript, Elinor Hughes
of the Herald, Peggy Doyle of the American, and Prunella Hall of the Post.

96

measure, sponsored by Rep. Lawrence Ellery of Keene, passed both branches

with recommendations for “protection and
improvement” to be submitted when the
solons meet again two years hence.

Committee Report Against
Tax Transference Plan

Shift

to a three-day vaudeville policy on June 9
by City Manager Ben Domingo. It will
mean a drop of one day weekly from the
present operating policy.

his sec-

by a unanimous vote.
It was proposed that a survey be made
of roadside conditions in New Hampshire,

Rivkin

“Date Line, GeneThe Lippitt PlayNewport Casino’s
not yet announced.

RKO

is serving

cf the legislature, where such action usually has administrative support, but was
turned down by the governor. The house
of representatives then sustained the veto

Matunuck’s Theatre-By-the-Sea lights up
June 26 with Associated Producers’ Co.
as the tenant and Glenda Farrell booked
to premier

who

As " Mikado " Bowed —
At the RKO Albee premiere in Providence of “ The Mikado ” the state and
city were adequately represented thusly: TOP — Lieutenant Governor and
Mrs. James O. McManus pause with
Harry

McDonald, Hew England district manager for RKO. CENTER —
Hector Paquin, secretary of state, and
Englund, RKO personnel director, with McDonald. BOTTOM —
McDonald again, this time with Mayor
and Mrs. John Collins of Providence.

Concord, N. H. — An unfavorable report
has been made by the house ways and
means committee of the legislature on a
measure to levy a 15 per cent tax on tobacco products to make it possible, with
other sources of revenue, to eliminate the
direct state tax on theatre buildings and
other real estate, which now brings $1,200,000 a year.
Tire committee report was divided, 14 to
6, and hot debates were anticipated as a
result.

William

Phil Fox Heads Buffalo
Branch for Columbia
Boston — Phil Fox has been promoted to
the position of Buffalo branch manager
for Columbia. Fox, Columbia city salesman here for some years, was made Albany branch manager some months ago.
He recently married a Boston girl from
a film family, the former Ida Perlstein.

CoJbe Launches Open
Theatre in Salisbury
Boston — Robert Cobe,
branch manager in New

Air

former Republic
Haven and later

Grand National manager here, has opened the Salisbury Beach Open-Air Theatre.
The latest New England drive-in parks
close to 900 automobiles and is situated on
the heavily traveled
North Shore.

1-A

route

along

the

Joseph Burchini, who had an early hand
in the first New England open-air house,
at Weymouth, has been associated in the
Salisbury project.
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Modern
Illumination
Begins
COLOR
. . . because

with
GLOW

Color Glow

affords

luxurious interior lighting at surprisingly low cost. Because
Glow

means

Color

flexible, flick-of-the-

switch decoration to enliven, subdue or change

the atmosphere

in your house to conform

to any

program.

Progressive

exhibitors every-

where are "Color-Glowing"
theatres. Take

their

a tip from them

— get the Color Glow story — now!

CAPITOL THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY
NEW ENGLAND ORGANIZATION
NEW ENGLAND EXHIBITORS
28-30 PIEDMONT

STREET

•

BOSTON,

FOR
MASS.

LOU WECHSLER,
Rogers memorial

work on the grading still to be done . . .
Sam Rosen is back from his Miami visit,

chairman of the Will
fund campaign, states

with tales of the elder Rosen’s greater
success in gardening than his own in tarpaulin-fishing.

this year’s collections in theatres add up
to the best showing in some time, with
better than 75 per cent of the exhibitors
cooperating.

John D. Sirica of Thompsonville has
been made a member of the Enfield Society for the Detection of Thieves and
Robbers, founded in 1823. Better watch
out! . . . Johnny is also chairman of the
safety bicycle campaign for the Veterans
of Foreign Wars, under the sponsorship of
the motor vehicle department and city officials. A state trooper speaks from the

Exhibitors’ arithmetic in these parts
show business 33 1/3 per cent below that
of last year this time, with all branches of
the industry plenty worried.
Nathan Lampert, “borscht” circuit head,
has an option on a piece of land in Windsor, right off the main stem, ancTwill proceed to build a new 500-seater, perhaps
utilizing the plans originally drawn for
Wethersfield. The Lamperts operate a
smaller house on the outskirts of the town.

theatre stage each week . . . Adolph Johnson is seriously considering a vacation in
Florida, together with Mrs. Johnson.

Rose Grossman has purchased the Barnum Theatre, Bridgeport building, from
A. Amsel, at a recorded price of $35,000.

One wag says: “ Looks as though Bingo
had finally got tangled up with House
whiskers, which always look like curtains”
Perennial billboard bill came up and went
down again.

Lou Anger’s lease of the theatre will expire in three years.
R. P. Johnstone, Inc., has brought proceedings in the superior court for New
Haven county against Whitney Theatre

Diminutive

for the defend-

Jack Sidney, assistant at the Loew-Poli,
Bridgeport, was host to aviators, city officials and other invited guests at a special Sunday morning breakfast and preview of “Only Angels Have Wings” at the
theatre. Preceding the breakfast at 9:30
a. m., Horace D. Strong, airport manager,
and Dr. Joseph L. Levy, president of the
Bridgeport Flying Service, received all
visitors at the Mun. Airport for a tour,
stunts, etc. Transportation to and from
the field were provided. Columbia’s exchange manager, Tim O'Toole, and Booker
Sidney Sivirsky were among the guests . . .
The picture opened last week in Bridgeport, New Haven, Hartford, Stamford ,
Waterbury and Danbury.
Jack

Schwartz

remains

at the West

five-year arrangement . . . Burton Van
Doren, of the Hamilton, Waterbury, is recuperating.

moved

the opening

date back

several times, Connecticut’s first Driveln, on the Milford Turnpike, now looks
like a June opening, with considerable

POPCORN

Harry Moskowitz of the Loew construction department and Eli Potter, assistant,
visited in town . . . Nat Furst swooped
down from Boston for another hurried
visit . . . Congratulations to the Sam
Hadelmans, both of whom are thriving
after the recent arrival of Susan Miller
Hadelman.
Harry Shaw’s fifth anniversary dinner
was a tribute to the boss and an intimate
get-together for the managers and wives.
Harry was the recipient of another parchment scroll, and will have to start hanging them two deep on his wall . . . Lou
Cohen, of the Palace, Hartford, sang “That
Old Irish Mother of Mine” ... Ed Fitzpatrick of Waterbury was a harbinger of
an early summer, with collegiate white
shoes ... Jim Memery sang an original
parody ... To Charlotte goes the credit
for fine arrangements.

Local U A office is still among the leaders of the eastern district in the drive
which ends next week . . . Lou Wechsler
and Lewis Ginsburg are back from the
coast, where as UA conventioneers they
were treated to the best. The dinner at
Pickfair, Mary Pickford's estate, the various studio parties, previews, night club
events mid elbow-rubbing with stars, and
the trip < to San Francisco are fond memo-

MEANS

PROFITS

BURCH POPCORN MACHINES ARE
MADE ESPECIALLY FOR THEATRES
SAMUEL HORENSTEIN
288 Palmer St., Box 239,
NEW BEDFORD, MASS.
Massachusetts and Rhode
Island

Greaseless, Odorless,
Noiseless
Write
Representatives.
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Providence — “Call it a general pre-summer letdown,” says one first run theatre
manager. “Call it a reaction to closing of
Narragansett racetrack,” says another.
“Call it what you please, business is still
lousy,” says yet another, to which all theatre men hereabouts seem to agree. Even
good

product and heavy advertising campaigns are failing to bring in the expected grosses these days.

And

with

their own

figures before

them

to cry over, managers don’t feel much better gazing at these sums reported from
Narragansett track’s 19-day meet concluded May 13: Attendance, approximately 375,000 persons. Total sum wagered at
pari-mutuel windows, $7,046,514. Average
daily betting total, $370,869. State’s take
in taxes and fees, $246,627.68.

ries now, but the VA crew is all hot about
its new product.

officially made

End,

Bridgeport, and Levine and Jacobson continue operation of the Park City in a new

Having

was

a “Yale woman” by ex-Governor Cross
following a day of sight-seeing on the
Yale campus and rendition of an aria.

Co., Inc., claiming a foreclosure of a mortgage, originally in the amount of $7,600,
on which there is a balance of $5,000, on
land at 1220 Whitney Avenue, Hamden.
Samuel Bailey, secretary of the Whitney
Theatre Co., Inc., appears
ant corporation.

Lily Pons

Providence Business
Hits Early Slump

J. I. CONROY
104 Elson Road — P. O. Box 54
WALTHAM, MASS.
New Hampshire, Vermont,
Maine, Connecticut

Diapers, safety pins, noisemakers, and
tricks made a jolly occasion of the first
annual Metro New England district meetings for bookers, office managers and
checking supervisors in Boston, and did
the boys like Hugo’s! Budd Getschal and
Henry Freeman are closing deals in the
territory

on

Movie

Cash,

a

premium-

coupon idea . . . Ben Lourie’s success with
two-cent bets on the horses is phenomenal,
but he won’t let the bug bite . . . Earl
Wright, 20th-Fox salesman, and his
daughter were Sunday visitors at the
World’s Fair.

Capitol and Alhambra Theatres, Waterbury, have been added to a linen deal . . .
Empire, New London, splurges towels with
20 cents

admission

. . . Adolph

Johnson

has sold the Rivoli, Hartford and Bostwick,
Bridgeport his crystal glassware deal.
Arthur L. Smith, Mayor of Newtown
and operator of Edmond Town Hall, is
making further improvements to his
home, which already has badminton courts
and a stone outdoor fireplace. Not bad for
a film picnic! . . . Don Ameche
est notable to buy an estate

is the latin Weston

. . . Walter Hutchinson, foreign distribution head for 20th-Fox, is adding a swimming pool to his Newtown cottage . . .
Grace Moore, Newtown resident for the
past several years, will leave this month
on an European concert tour.

Jack Schwartz, operator of the West
End, Bridgeport, was raised to the third
degree in the Bridgeport Masonic Temple,
and a good time was had by all except
Jack. Earl Wright of 20 th-Fox, presented
a gift of a Masonic pin from Mrs. Schwartz
and made a speech. Al Schuman of the
Black Rock was also on hand . . . George
Comden of the Fine Arts was similarly
honored in Westport last week.
Harry

Shaw

just

back

from

a

trip

around

the circuit to check “cool” arrangements, spring spruce-up, and attractive
summer lobbies in theatres.
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:: May

27, 1939

JOSEPH A. DiPESA, the Loew publicist,
* continues to rest and recuperate. X-rays
are still being taken in an effort to learn
what caused recent throat hemorrhages.
William England, RKO personnel director; Harry McDonald, RKO theatre divisional manager, and Jack Granara, circuit publicity head in this territory, went
to Providence to catch a showing at the
RKO Albee of Universal’s “The Mikado.”
at Keith's
The feature
Memorial
here.may be spotted
H. M. Addison, Loew’s divisional manager, left Boston for his regular circuit
loop. He is expected to be away for a
fortnight.
Dorris Andrews, for several years at the
Metropolitan, is expected to return to Boston soon from the N. V. A. lodge at Saranac Lake, where she has been recuperating
rapidly.

Louis Alleman,
Mandel.

Arthur

Willy and

May Donahue is the newest member of
the accounting department at the local
M-G-M branch.
William P. Murphy, general manager
and booker for the Gordon-Lockwood circuit, has been ill with a severe cold and
coincidental sinus trouble. Murphy took
over his present position last fall after
arriving here from New York where he was

NEWS

Maurice Green, Friars Club figure, recently turned his ankle while playing golf
and has been making the rounds with a
cane.
Stuart Greenberg, soon of the Columbia
booker, is picturized every six months by
his dad. The youngster now is 26 months
old . . . Russell Burke, Lieberman city publicity man, says that his 13-month-old
son already is seating the mater with a
flashlight.
Harry Kirchgessner, National Screen
Service branch manager, proved the ablest
nimrod at a recent Sebago fishing excursion entered into with circuit owners
Louis Gordon and Arthur Lockwood.
Joseph
Warren

Mathieu and Fred Sharby, respective circuit men, were in town . . .
Nichols was down from Peterborough, N. H. . . . RKO visitors included
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Frank Perry, operator of the Orplieum
ger. Foxboro, sank a well 300 feet before
in
(Continued on page 101)

WEEK

Fellows, meet Abe Garbose of Athol,
Mass., one of the most eligible bachelors
in that town. How does he keep from being grabbed off by one of the fairer sex?
Well, here is Abe's answer: "I've seen so
many romantic pictures which end up in
a wedding that I know all the tricks of the
trade. All I have to do is just the opposite

A1 Herman, Universal sectional manager, was in and out of town . . . E. M.
Loew returned from surveying his southern open-air theatre interests . . . Tim
O’Toole, New Haven Columbia branch
manager, was here in connection with the
Morse & Rothenberg anti-trust case.

Frederick E. Lieberman, circuit operator,
has been making additional alterations at
the Tremont.

Scully, former local Grand National and GB manager, plans to move

his family the first of the month xz
to\Bufy^j|
falo where he is Universal branch mana-

OF THE

robust publicity campaign on the “Lone
Ranger.”
Sam Haase, theatre broker, held open
house at his home in Brookline. The occasion was the confirmation of Ruth Haase
at Temple Israel.

Boston Arena, featuring a roller skating derby at what amounts to a 10-cent
admission tariff, has been drawing thousands of patrons nightly and making
heavy inroads in Back Bay theatre business.

John

chain.

MONOGRAM

Paul Kessler, manager for Herman Rifkin at the Suffolk in Holyoke, put on a

Albert Desautels, manager of the Majestic in Holyoke, and Circuit Manager
Julian Rifkin spent a recent morning wiring an intercommunication system at the
theatre.

connected with the Casey-Wheeler
He formerly was with Erpi.

Harry

thing expected of me!" Abe operates the
York and Capitol Theatres in Athol. Every
time he stops in our office, Abe is followed
by Oscar Mercier, his house manager. What
the boss forgets, he usually remembers and
vice-versa. Should the motion picture business ever fail him, Abe can be sure of keeping well-dressed, because as a sideline he

runs a haberdashery.

In this corner stands another veteran of the New England film industry.
Introducing Andrew Tegu, better known as Andy, who operates a five-house
chain in Vermont. He works out of St. Johnsbury and makes the long trip
down here every two or three weeks. Andy has set a swell record. You see.
in all the years we've done business
with him, he's never failed to make good
his word. Contracts are unnecessary
with a gentleman like this, since Andy's
promise is as solid as the gold in the United States Treasury. He is in the same
boat as Abe Garbose, as far as outside
interests are concerned. If his theatre
circuit ever takes a nosedive, Andy can
always be sure of something to eat, since
he is the owner of a restaurant.
*

"Streets of New
boxoffice highs

*

*

York" continues
in many key

to hit
cities

throughout the country. If you haven't
set a date for showing this picture, it's
about time you got busy on this. When you
on "Wolf Call," the picture based
Movita and John Carroll.

stop in, ask us for information

on the great Jack London

story, starring

Steve Broidy

Monogram
39 CHURCH

STREET

Pictures, inc.
BOSTON

99

Moving Cautiously
^J*HE hopes of all those interested in the
revival of Quoddy were somewhat
dashed when the power bill was refused
consideration by the house May 17. This
probably spells “finis” for the project
upon which a small fortune has already
been spent and which would have put an
otherwise bankrupt territory upon a prosperous footing. Chief among exhibitors
affected is Mrs. Nellie Shea, who operates
two theatres in and near Eastport.
Summer theatres along the shore and
inland are being cleaned and dressed up,
preparatory to being opened, most of them
early in June . . . Friends of Bill Freiday,
York Harbor exhibitor, who runs three
summer

houses in that territory, are wondering fust. what has become of him. Bill
used to live in Portland, operating the
Deering, a
suburban subsequent, but

hasn’t been seen for a month or more . . .
Report has it that John Divney, manager
of the Maine Theatre, is to announce his
engagement soon. Just who the lady in
the case is will remain a dark secret for
another week or two.

member of the clan. The C. of C. and
principal Portland merchants are cooperating to put the idea over.

On New Imposts

The Cameo Theatre, operated by the
Leon P. Gormans, added an automobile
educational reel to its regular bill this
week . . . The Strand, managed by Leo
Young, dressed up its inner lobby with a
handsome illuminated display heralding

Boston— The Massachusetts financial
situation will have to be more seriously
impaired than it is at present before Gov.

the opening of “Rose of Washington
Square,” May 22 .. . Joseph Konan, State
usher, has been promoted to doorman to
replace Malcolm Lester, who left May 20.
Bringing Broadway to Maine, the Lakewood Players open their 39th annual season May 27 with “Susan and God,” a comedy by Rachel Crothers . . . The Deertrees
Theatre at Harrison, one of the best
equipped summer playhouses in this part
of the country, has been leased by Bela
Blau, New York theatrical producer. Mr.
Blau plans to inaugurate a nine weeks
season there on July 1 using a company
of Broadway actors.
“Rose

Golf and vacations are two popular subjects along the Row. Red, sunburned faces
which

will soon be -brown, attest that numerous theatre folk have been taking advantage of the clear, sunny weather to get
in a few rounds. Harry Botwick of the
State, is proud of his score but grieves over
two shots he dubbed on the last hole;

Bill Romanoff, handsome young chief-ofservice at the State, declares the game to
be a treacherous one; Bill Benjamin, NS
salesman, claims fives and sixes on his
first time out; Walter Dyer, Filmrow ace,
modestly refuses to comment on his low
scores.
With a new chamber of commerce head
m office that body is attempting to put
over an all -year -round promotion plan
for Portland, instead of relying on summer tourist trade to fill the coffers. Theatre managers and exhibitors like the idea
tremendously .
On
June

35 people who played at Howard Duffy’s
Old Orchard Pier Saturday night, May
20, proved to be serious competition to
local theatres.
“Summer Souvenirs,” the State Theatre’s juvenile radio program which will
take the place of “Recess Time,” will go
on the air June 3 over WCSH
. . . Lever
Bros,

stunt
cess.

are making arrangements to conduct cooking schools in numerous theatres throughout Maine this summer, a
they

Local

did last year

458 of the MPMO

with

great suc-

held its annual

the pub-

outing at White’s Bridge Friday evening
. . . Bill Romanoff, State Theatre chiefof-service was to have gone to Augusta
to take an I. Q. test with the idea in mind
of becoming a state highway patrolman
. . . Leeman Place, former employe of the

licizing of a Father’s Day, each year on
18, is Harry Botwick, a very proud

Maine Theatre, has been named assistant-pro at the Riverside Golf course.

the committee

to promote

Fete Morris Joseph on
Silver Anniversary
New Haven —
Sincere congratulations
and warm greetings were offered Morris
Joseph, Universal exchange manager here,
by throngs of friends in the industry, at
his silver anniversary cocktail party at the
“U” offices, Tuesday. Exhibitors presented
the “Dean of Meadow Street,” who came
here as- Universal manager when only one
other film company had a selling and distributing outfit in the territory, with a
silver testimonial, beautifully inscribed,
which will be added to many other tokens
of esteem which decorate the manager’s
office. Among the out-of-town guests
were William Scully, F. J. McCarthy, and
A1 Herman of New York; Maurice Wolfe,
Herman Rifkin, Steve Broidy and Nat
Furst of Boston.

100

been
week

of Washington Square,” just completing a week’s run at the Strand, has
moved to the Empire for a second
. . . Horace Heidt and a company of

Unit in Los Angeles
West

Coast when
sumed an RKO

Rush,

who

went

to the

Charles W. Koerner asdivisional managership

there, has been assigned to the RKO Hill
Street Theatre in Los Angeles as assistant
treasurer.
Rush, who formerly was connected with
the local RKO
Theatres publicity office,
recently resigned
circuit manager.

Suspend

as

a

Summer

Graphic

Discussing

possible support of the establishment of a state lottery, Governor

Saltonstall said: “I should be supremely
surprised at myself if I ever considered
seriously a recommendation for a state
He informed legislators that he preferred
to have Bay State budget requirements
lottery.”
placed before him in a completed form
before engaging in discussions of proposed
new taxes, several of which would hit
the film industry.

" Gateway " Contest Crew
Holds Hub Auditions
Boston — Louis Alleman, Arthur Willy
and Herbert Rawlinson were in town on
the “Gateway to Hollywood” promotion.
Also convening with RKO Divisional Manager Harry McDonald, City Manager Ben
Domingo and Publicist Jack Granara were
Harry Mandel, RKO
circuit advertising
manager, and William Englund, circuit
personnel director.
At a Ritz-Carlton luncheon, where there
were 75 of the more promising of approximately 400 auditioned screen aspirants, Helen Wells, WPA stage player, and
David Parker Sheppard of Harvard were
named local winners.

NEW

HAMPSHIRE

J^NSEL

N.
operator
of theatres in SANBORN,
Carroll county
communities
and speaker of the house in the state
legislature, was honored by the Calumet
Club at a dinner in Manchester. Members of the state senate also were guests.

Theatre

being advertised as “New Hampshire’s
Most Beautiful Theatre.”
Raymond S. Morgan, a University of
New Hampshire student, was among those
given screen auditions by Herbert Rawlinson, RKO-Radio talent scout, in Boston.
He has acted in summer stock and in
college productions.
Radio fans who have heard Juanita,
formerly of the well known team of George
& Juanita, had an opportunity recently to
see her in person at the Strand in Manchester, where she headlined the stage

Meetings

Boston — Some 70 members
change employes union, at
earlier in the week, voted
sions for the summer.

Saltonstall will agree to an establishment of a state lottery as a means
of tapping new sources of revenue, he
indicates.

Since completion of its $50,000 renovation program, the Scenic in Rochester is

Frederic Rush to RKO
Boston — Frederic

Leverett

of the exa meeting

to suspend

ses-

program.
Vaughn Yerxa, who is in the theatrical
business in Quincy, Mass., recently visited
friends in Rochester, where he was forstore. merly assistant manager of a department
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(Continued
he struck water
system.

from

page

for a new

from his prese7it post to accept a Neiv
York positio7i with Robbins. Nobody had
been appointed to succeed Tale7it up to
the time of gorng to press.

99)

air-conditioning

Marion Bell, district manager’s secretary
at M-G-M, has returned to work after a
torief illness . . . Harry Pearlswig of Metro
has been ill . . . Victore Shenberg, Metro
projectionist, is vacationing.
Christine
Asher,

Antignoni,

hooker

for Harry

has side-stepped an appe7idix
moval previously believed expedient.

re-

Nathan Yamins, Allied key figure, has
had Gulistan carpets installed at Fall
River. The Capitol Theatre Supply Co.
is now the exclusive New England theatrical distributor of the Karagheusian
line.
Roy E. Heffner jr., selected Cape Cod
blue as the color theme for the renovation
of the Key Theatre, Middleboro, at the
base of the same Cape.
Henry Sperling, formerly of Century
Film here, has taken over the Roosevelt
in Valley Falls, R. I.
Martin J. Mullin and Sam Pinanski plan
to attend the Paramount convention in
Los Angeles.
Charles Repec, Henry Wolper, A1 Wheeler, Tom Farrell, Nate Oberman and Matt
Donahue of Metro, together with checking
supervisors Golden and Myers, attended
a distributors meeting at the Hotel Astor
in New York.
Mike Gorfinkle of Columbia coiitinues
to be incapacitated with cm mjured vertebrae.
E. M. Loew and
tors Union, Local

Moving Picture Opera182, difficulties are in

Max Magovsky,
vice head shipper

National
who was

Screen Serpresident of

the Exchange Employes AFL-affiliated
Local during the first months of its existence, and Ann Early, recently elected secretary of the body, were presented with
tokens at a meeting of the organization.
The latest film district citizen is the son
of Joseph Carroll, U A office ma7iager, arid
Mrs. Carroll. The latter was formerly employed at the local UA branch. The event
took place at the Richardson House.
Rodriquez of the accounting department of the M&P Theatres Corp. has
become the father of another girl, Miss
Patria Maria Rodriquez. The theatre man,
whose feminine progeny is now of triple
proportions, has been momentarily
pecting a wire from Eddie Cantor.
Mrs. Arthur

K. Howard,

ex-

P. Hickey,

traffic commissioner,

a public hearing to consider protests against temporary traffic regulations
which prohibit early morning parking on
downtown Boston streets.
Phil Bloomberg, general circuit 77ianager of the John A. Deery Theatre interests, has darkened the Empire in Salem.
Bloomberg has assigned Al Swett, former
assistant to James Field at the Paramount, to vacati07i relief work.

Frederick

Randolph

Greenway,

manager

of Loew’s State here, and Miss Helen
Francis McQuade, former showgirl, were
married here. Both are originally from
Chicago.

Steinberg Back in Field
Via Open Air House
Boston — Henry Steinberg, veteran Bay
State film man returning to the film fold,
has leased the Sturbridge Fair Grounds
for use as an open-air theatre.
Steinberg who was recently appointed

the Steinberg, which E. M. Loew
ened since acquiring it from
Joseph Levenson.

Cinema

has darkMax and

Club Meet Will

Study Outing Plans
Boston — William J. Cuddy, Cinema Club
president, has called a meeting of the
bookers’ and
for June 5.

office managers’ fraternity
Tire major portion of the

business, it now is planned, will be devoted to arrangements for the forthcoming annual club outing.
The affair, in recent years, has been

Hollywood — “Father Damien,” John
Farrow’s biography of the Belgian priest
who gave his life in behalf of the lepers of
Molokai Island, has been acquired by RKO
as a vehicle for Producer Robert Sisk. John
Twist is on the screenplay.

:: May
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at

“Father Damien"

Labor-in-Vain

to RKO

(sav-

First World Fair visitors to drop in on
local managers were Mr. and Mrs. Charles
E. White of Ottumwa, la. They were
home guests of Manager
Carroll of the American
Ma7iager

Haverhill . . . Additional successful promotion stunts at several M&P Theatres
have been timely jitterbug nights.
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Louise Platt, Leif Erickson, Frances Farmer, Jane Muir, Edward Everett Horton, Al
Young.
Jolson, Ruth Chatterton and Roland

factory payrolls a7id ba7ik deposits
i7igs) are mowitmg.

spotted several times
on the North Shore.

Talent, for several years with Paramount-Famous Music Corp, has resigned

Plenty of film stars will be in this area
when the strawhat theatres get underway.
Among those slated are Paulette Goddard,

in order to confer with Allied’s president.
Col. H. A. Cole, there for the New York
U7iit’s conventio7i.

Arthur Murch, M&P manager in Gloucester, has been booming midnight shows
by commandeering his service staff as
advance ticket salesman. The idea was
previously carried out successfully by Al
Brodie, manager of the Paramount in

Leo

Reports have bee7i circulating that Lou
A7iger has sold his Barnum Theatre. The
buildmg housing the theatre has been sold,
but Lou still has his lease.

Downie Bros., first circus in, did fair
busmess. Amusement busmess on the whole
is in a slump here despite the fact that

Cyril F. McGerigle, RKO office manager and adjutant of the Theatrical Post

William

John Hesse previewed “Union Pacific”
on a Saturday
morning for the city’s
school
teachers.

wife of the local

present local M&P first-run. He also was
owner of two theatres in Webster. He
built the Regent in Worcester, formerly

held

A bathing beauty contest has bee7i arra7iged for the Globe a7id ivill be used on
vaudeville nights, eliminating 07ie act.

Allied unit’s business manager, was resting
comfortably following a major operation.
Hoivard was obliged to leave for New York

vice-president of a Southbridge Bank, once
was a part owner of the Fenway Theatre,

district Legion’s spo7isorsliip of a Jmiior
American League baseball aggregation.

of the
MORRIS ROSENTHAL
will be lead-off man for va-

Lou

abeyance as the circuit man seeks to continue an injunction preventing picketing
at a number of his houses.

of American Legion, expects to have definite word by now 071 the proposed film

GER
jyjANA
Majestic
cations.

Del

Rocio

and Mrs. Michael
for two weeks.
of the

Stra7id

Torrmgton to see his frie7id, Pearce
hurst of the State.

Air Conditioning
Up in Rhode

in

Park-

Bids

Island

Providence — Bids for air conditioning
equipment for all Fay theatres are said to
have been asked. This will include the
Majestic, Fays and Carlton.
The Union Theatre, Attleboro, also is
completing installation of this equipment.
The Bates Theatre there, also managed
by Albert I. McEvoy, has recently been
reseated, new lobby frames installed and
other improvements made.

7 Conquest ' Moveover After
First Run in Two Units
Boston — The

M&P

Theatres

Corp., after

according Republic’s “Man of Conquest”
first-run day-and-date booking at the
Paramount and Fenway, moved the Sam
Houston epic to the Scollay and Modern
theatres on a similar day-and-date policy.
The Republic release has been accorded
top
the

booking on a double-feature
four situations.

bill at

AIR CONDITIONING?
Nothing

Better — Nothing
Than Well Water

ROBINSON

ARTESIAN
CO., INC.

Cheaper

WELL

EYNNFIEED CENTER, MASS.
Tet. Ljunfield Center 123
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Two

of Three Sheared

In Two

Are Foreign Films
Boston — Two foreign films were among
the three cut by Massachusetts Censors in
the latest group of celluloids, comprising
50, to be surveyed by the commissioner,
Eugene M. McSweeney group. Four vaudeville acts were denied Sunday permits during a corresponding period of time, while
eight others were allowed after modifications. Twenty-three routines were okayed.
Four dialogue eliminations were made
in “It’s a Wonderful World." Sliced from
the M-G-M nine-reeler was “. . . a Wop.
Wops . . . That snake . . . That snake . .
The

most cuts were made in “Uncivilized,” product of Expeditionary Films of
Sydney, Australia. Deletions in the eightreel feature, which has been featured this
week at E. M. Loew’s Gayety here, were:
“Dialogue, ‘damn it’; ' — of hell — ,’ in part
2. Scenes showing snakes crawling over
natives; dialogue, ‘ — damned — ,’ in part 3.
Scene showing close-up of woman with
bare breasts; scene showing man seizing
and embracing girl, in part 4. Scenes
showing women with bare buttocks, in part
5. Scenes showing girl with bare abdomen
and girl disrobing; obvious shots of girl
in water, in part 6.”
Imperial’s “School for Husbands” was
accorded a Sunday license following the
eschewing of: “Dialogue, ‘ — all alone.
Let’s hope so,’ in part 3. Dialogue, ‘ — it
hasn’t happened yet,’ in part 4. Scenes
showing Marian and Drummond embracing on couch; scene of Diana showing
lingerie; dialogue in part 6.

Portland Film Council
Board Is Convened

Words

Boston — The most cryptic film criticisms
that Meyer Marcus has heard in recent
months was from an individual near whom
the

Portland, Me. — Invitation cards have
been sent to recently elected members of
the executive board of the Portland Motion Picture Council, calling them to the

“Did
asked.

May meeting held at the YWCA here May
22, according to Mrs. O. E. Haney, president.

M&P Theatres Corp. assistant publicist chanced to sit while lunching the
other noon.
you

see ‘Union

Pacific?’ ” someone

“History!” the unidentified
rejoined succinctly.

Those invited include: Mrs. T. J. Sullivan, Mrs. Elsie Files, Mrs. John C. Fitzgerald, Mrs. Carl Coffin, Max Pinansky,
William Mahoney, Mrs. Leon Cole, the
Rev. William Jones, Edward Kelley, Ralph
Sommerville, Miss Lysla Abbott, Miss
Katherine Campbell, Mrs. Harold Halpert,
Mrs. Paul Morin, Mrs. Fred Woods, Miss
Mary Seiders, Mrs. Douglas K. Hammett,
Norman Godfrey, Miss Marjorie Dougherty, Walter P. Fridenger, Joseph T. Sylvester, Mrs. William Dougherty, Mrs. Carl
M. Morgan and Miss Cate Thomas.

individual

“I hear that ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’
is good,” the other continued with an attempt at conversation.
“Newsreels!” came the caustic evaluation.

To Joelson Chain
Boston — Demi Clegg joins the J. J. Joelson circuit organization Monday. The present Grand National cashier and booking
assistant was a regular Columbia booker
here for years. She succeeds Edith Gerber
at the Joelson office.

Circus

Stoneham

"World"

Awaits
Kraska

Boston — William

“Lucrezia

H. McLaughlin,

Stone-

ham

Theatre operator and local Allied director, is expected to be advanced a step
nearer the post commandership of the
Theatrical Post of the American Legion
when that organization meets June 5.
Nominations will then be in order for officers for the ensuing year.
The present Commander, Major Patrick
F. Healey, is being boosted by many to succeed to the state commandership.

"Borgia"
has held up the

Boston premiere of Sam Davidson’s “Edge
of the World” for another week so as to
retain

Near

Legion Post Command

Debut

Newport, R. I. — First circus to hit the
state will be Downie Brothers, booked into
Middletown, near here, May 31, after a
Decoration Day license had been refused.

Boston — George

Showman

Borgia.”

To BOXOFFICE:

/7| wouldn’t
your

many
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be without
.

rine services.

//

— A. G. Sweet
Empire
Salem,
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Present Particulars

Court Decision

In Miami Action

In Property

Miami — With developments in the Miami
monopoly suit, brought last January by
the Cameo and Surf theatres against major distributors and two local theatrical
organizations alleged to have a monopoly
on the local motion picture business, awaiting the setting of a date for the actual
hearing of the case, the only action of
the past week was the filing of a detailed
bill of particulars by Henry K. Gibson,
attorney for the plaintiffs.
request for a better bill of particulars in the matter of the actual damage to the real property of the two suing

Favors

Tax Test Case

Anti-Trust Office
In O. C .

Baton Rouge, La. — Holding that films
purchased outside the state and shown at
public exhibition are under a restricted
copyright and are not leased as personal
tangible property, District Judge Charles
Holcombe has handed down a decision in
favor of the Saenger circuit, here, and
ten other leading exhibitors of the state
against the state collector of revenue.

Oklahoma City — The anti-trust division of the federal department of justice is seeking to establish a regional
office here

to direct

investigation

leged monopolies in

an

of al-

eight-state

area,

it is learned here, following application, before congress, for funds to
establish the office.

The

suit was a test case petitioning return of the one per cent sales tax levied
on the use of tangible personal property
imported from outside the state. The
judge held that the contract was not one
of leasing, but a license under copyright
and therefore not subject to taxation.

Their

theatres was the only portion of the second series of motions, filed by attorneys
for the defendants, to be granted.
Losses on the two theatres, as determined by a mid-May assessment, showed
that the Cameo Theatre, managed by the
Washington Operating company, had experienced a loss of $15,000 on purchase of
equipment, furnishings and fixtures; and
companion loss of $25,000 on converting theatre property into business building for other business purposes — a total
of $40,000; equipment, furnishings and
fixtures losses on the Surf amounted to

This follows the department's
of an anti-trust action in federal
here

Copies of this bill have
Judge John W. Holland
court and with attorneys
defendants.

been filed with
of the district
for the several

The possibility of a hearing before a
master, to be appointed by the court, has
been discussed; but it unlikely that such
an arrangement would be as satisfactory
to all parties concerned as waiting the additional time which will have to elapse
before

there

will be time

on

land’s calendar for the actual

Judge

Hol-

hearing.

Ban Juvenile Gatherings
In Fight on Paralysis
Williston, S. C. — A wave of infantile
paralysis cases in the eastern part of the
state has, in Barnwell county, led to an
order

by the health commissioner forbidding the attendance of children under 12
at any public gathering, including theatres
or swimming pools. Schools throughout
the county were closed as was likewise the
case in Allendale and in Hampton county.
Eighty cases were reported in Charlestown.

Oklahoma City — Morris Loewenstein,
president of the Motion Picture Theatre
Owners of Oklahoma, has announced that
prices of display booths at the MPTO convention, June 26-27, have been set at $10,
lowest price in several years, in order to
make it possible for many smaller organizations to exhibit at the convention.
::
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opened

as

soon

as

are appropriated. It would control anti-trust activities in Oklahoma,
Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas,

Louisiana,
The

Texas

local

and

office

New

Cites May Movie Fiesta
As a Business Builder

Mexico.

staff would

investi-

gate complaints of monopolistic

Oklahoma City — Picture promotion
campaigns such as the May Movie Fiesta
put on by Standard Theatres here and
now nearing completion, are extolled by
Walter Shuttee, Standard manager, as
good business builders.

prac-

tices or alleged combinations in restraint of trade and assist Charles E.
Dierker,

federal

district

attorney,

in

their prosecution.

“We have used these in the past,” Shuttee said, “and have always found they increase interest in theatres. We know when

Round to Defendants

general interest in motion pictures begins
to lag, this is an excellent way to revive

In Griffith Suits
Oklahoma

City — The

first round

in the

department of justice suits against Griffith Amusement Co., R. E. Griffith Theatres, Inc., Westex Theatres, Inc., and Consolidated Theatres, resulted in a victory
for the Griffith company and distributor
defendants.
Judge

Edgar

S. Vaught,

who

will hear

the case has tentatively set the next hearing date for July 27. An earlier hearing
may be held if defendants’ answers are
filed before the alloted period granted by
the court.
Judge Vaught
days in which
and file them
office here.

has granted defendants 60
to prepare their answers
in the federal

court

clerk’s

Citing the necessity of assembling data,
defendants asked for an extension of time
in which to file answers. The motions by
distributors pointed out their central offices are in New York and arrangements
for attorneys have just been completed.
The four Griffith companies had asked
for 60 days from the serving of summonses
on May 1. United Artists and Columbia

A New Low Price lor
Convention Exhibits

BOXOFFICE

office will be

funds

a

$10,000, while the loss represented in converting theatre building into a building
for another business purpose is $23,000 to
total $33,000.

filing
court

late last month against four Griffith companies and ten distributors.

The

s

Saenger

had asked 40 days and Paramount, Loew’s,
Vitagraph, Universal and 20th CenturyFox had asked until July 1.
The

government’s bill of complaint alleges the companies conspired against the
anti-trust laws to form a monopoly in the
motion picture industry. It asks the court
to appoint receivers and trustees for the
Griffith Amusement Co. and subsidiaries;
to break

up the existing setup

thereby

re-

The interest.”
fiesta consisted of spotting topflight
that
pictures at all Standard houses during the
month and conducting an advertising
campaign through every available medium,
extolling the virtues of all pictures rather
than any one or group of pictures.

New

Oak Cliff Rosewin

Major R&R-UA

Unit

Dallas — The new Rosewin Theatre in
Oak Cliff, scheduled to open late this
week, is one of the major units in the Robb
& Rowley-United Circuit. Investment in
renewal of the building and all new equipment approached $40,000. The house was
closed since January for the rejuvenation.
The Rosewin has history behind it. It
started early in the twenties with about
600 seats and was enlarged by degrees to
around 1,000. Then the new R&R Texas
was built nearby and with the modern
trend
with

in theatre buiiding the Rosewin became almost obsolete. Today it is classed
the ultra moderns.

storing competition in all localities now
operated by Griffith firms.
It also seeks an injunction against further contracts between distributors and
the Griffith companies as well as against
extension of Griffith holdings.
D. I. Johnson appeared at the hearing
on behalf of the defendants and will supervise direction of the defense until the
arrival of added legal talent from the east.
Johnson has had extensive experience in
legal matters as they affect the theatre industry. For many years he has represented Griffith and distributors here.
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Oklahoma

s Allied Unit May

Encompass

Three States

Oklahoma City — Forces behind the new
Allied unit in Oklahoma are giving serious
consideration to redrafting plans to include Kansas and Arkansas in the organization. Should the idea eventuate, the
Texas Panhandle area will probably also
be included, according to Orville Von
Gulker, organizing committee chairman.
Fifty-two independent exhibitors have
joined the Oklahoma unit since it was officially organized two weeks ago, George
Sumner,

corresponding secretary, announces. The original goal of 100 members has been set aside, with prospects
that the membership will well exceed that
figure

once the planned organized campaign out in the field gets underway.

Gulker announces a special board meeting will be held here June 6 at the Biltmore Hotel, with all Oklahoma independents invited.
A

bulletin issued by the new

nearly
about

group

in-

forms independents, “You wouldn’t have
so many sleepless nights worrying
your

show

house

... if eternal

vigi-

lance is practiced.”
Accusing them of sitting “year after
year, just hoping that things will work
out all right,” the bulletin asked, “When
are we going to ‘rare up on our hind feet’
and tell someone what we think is good

for us and let them like it?”
In reference to the trade practice

New Texas Opening
Attracts Throngs
draft

now

being negotiated, the bulletin asserted: “Concessions are being offered this
year, but don’t think that they were
initiated by your ‘bosses.’ Every part of
the new trade practice code is the result of
organized work by theatre
organized in 27 states but not

owners —
in Okla-

homa! We’ve been letting someone else do
the fighting while we anticipated the results. Isn’t it time for us to start doing
our share and help in this fight so save
the business of the independent theatre
men — that’s you

and

me!”

Work Progressing on New
Texas at Jasper, Tex,

Ballinger, Tex. — Opening of the new
Texas, under direction of Jack Scales, was
a memorable event in theatre history here.
The sidewalk was jammed before the boxoffice opened and on the street music was
furnished by a local orchestra. As customers entered the foyer they were served
ice cold drinks and were presented with
souvenir programs. Speakers included the
Mayor, Rotary and Lions presidents, and a
representative of the Business and Professional Women’s Club.
Scales made public acknowledgment of
his appreciation of many flowers and telegrams received from friends. The Texas,
destroyed by fire early this year, is owned
by the H. T. Hodge interests. The operation is in partners with West Texas Theatres, an R. E. Griffith subsidiary.
Out-of-town guests were: Wallie Aiken,
Interstate Theatres, Abilene; Lester Gottshall, National Theatre Equipment Co.,
Dallas; Mr. and Mrs. Andy Mauldin,
Broadway and Lyric theatres, Lubbock; Mr.
and Mrs. Homer Hodge, State and Queen

Jasper, Tex. — Work of remodeling a newly acquired store building into a new theatre, The Texas, is well under way, according to A. B. (Doc) Rhodes, owner of
the local theatres in arrangement with
Jefferson Amusement Co. Around $8,000
will be spent on the building exclusive of
equipment, it was said. The capacity will
be around 900. Lone Star will continue
operating as at present, but the Texas

Mrs. Henry Briggs, Lyric and Texas theatres, Odessa; Lynn Stocker, West Texas
Theatres, Dallas; Mr. and Mrs. Presley
Nesmith, Abilene; J. C. Foster, Odessa;
Mr. and Mrs. H. T. Hodge, Abilene; Guy

will be the “A”

Schrader,

house.

theatres. Winters; Mr. and Mrs. Norman
Hodge, Queen Theatre, Merkel; Mr. and

Tad

Screen,

Dallas.

NOW

Uur eleven years experience in
handling new cooling installations
and remodeling obsolete systems is
worth considering. Let us handle
your cooling just as we have handled hundreds of satisfactory installations in the Southwest.

HERBER

BROTHERS

"Fair Treatment and Adequate
210 SOUTH HARWOOD

104

Service Always"
DALLAS TEXAS

BOXOFFICE

:: May

27, 1939

Okla. Combine May
gOL SACHS, district manager for RKO,
was in Memphis this week and announced the appointment of Grover Wray
as salesman for the territory formerly covered by Norman Colquohoun, who was recently transferred to Charlotte as manager. Grover returns to Memphis from
Oklahoma City, where he was a salesman
for Universal. He is well known in this
territory as he was office manager and
salesman for Paramount here for 14 years.
Bill Mattingly, well known film salesman,
left to assume the salesman’s job in Oklahoma City.
Among exhibitors seen along the Row
this week: J. J. Sharum, Walnut Ridge;
John Mohrstadt, Hayti; Norman Fair, Somerville; R. R. McCormick, Senatobia; C. M.
Mounger, Calhoun City; Wyatt Bedford,
Hamilton; Dave Flexer, New Albany; Odis
Taylor, Dresden; R. V. McGinnis, of the
New at Hope, Ark.; Lyle Richmond, Senath; B. F. Jackson, Ruleville, Miss; A. M.
Davidson and son, Mather, Dyer, Term.;
Jack Guest of the Camden, at Camden,
Ark.; Ned Greene, Mayfield; Burrus Smith,
Pocahontas, and L. F. Haven, Forrest City,
Marianna, Wynne and Brinkley.
R. H. Hilton, district manager of the
Altec Service Corp. of Chicago, was here
this past week and became a member of
the Variety Club.
Claire Hilgers, Republic’s southern sales
supervisor, spent several days in Memphis
with W. M. Snelson of the local branch
and B. F. Busby of Little Rock, their Arkansas franchise holder.
Crescent Amusement Co. of Nashville has announced that the Savoy in
Princeton, Ky„ will be closed several weeks
for extensive remodeling.

Federal, has left Memphis

after spending

Vacations are very much the topic of
the day along the Row. This week the following are enjoying a respite from their
daily toil: Amanda Johnson, booker’s
secretary at Fox; Bob Williams, ad sales
manager for Fox, and Gladys Blades of
Vitagraph.
Both of the Warner salesmen, Tony
Carruth and Al Moore, have new automobiles. . . The National Theatre Supply Co. was again broken into Saturday
night and about $45.00 taken.
Tom Kirk, M-G-M’s office manager,
together with Mrs. Kirk and baby, are
off on vacation. Their itinerary is rather
incomplete at this time as they expect to
stop wherever their fancy dictates, however, they do expect to spend a few days
in both Dallas and Oklahoma City.
There is an unconfirmed report that
Tony Sudekum of the Crescent Amusement Co. will soon open a new house in
Paris, Tenn., to be known as the Gem.
He is now operating the Capitol Theatre
there.
C. O. Niblack jr„ RKO booker, was married to Miss Ruth Wright of Covington,
Tenn., on Thursday, May 25, at 7:00 a. m.
Immediately after the ceremony “Nib” and
his bride were to leave for a wedding trip
which will include points of interest in
Florida, New Orleans and Havana, Cuba.

The

Louie Gwaltney, who operates the Lyric
and Lil of Mena, Ark., together with Mrs.
Gwaltney and family were Filmrow visitors
this past week. Louie seldom gets into
Memphis, as Mena is located on the extreme western boundary of the Memphis
territory . . . B. V . McDougald who operates the Amusu and Drew of Monticello,
Ark., was another rare visitor.
Roy Litsey, office manager for Vitagraph in Dallas, together with his wife,
Kathleen, spent a few hours here, en route
to Halls, Tenn., to visit Mrs. Litsey’s mother. It was like old home week seeing
Litsey on the Row again as he was booker
and office manager here for a number of
years before being transferred to Dallas.

Back in Operation
Lorenzo,

Tex. — The

Peterson.
“Freezem" Mfg.Kansas
& Sales
Co.
Southwest B1 vd.
City, Mo.

Theatre

Oklahoma

and

City — The

booking

combine

Oklahoma

may

buying

become

the

initial step in Allied’s plans for a national
cooperative organization, supported by
national Allied in an expected test of
legality once it is launched.
This information comes to Boxoffice
with details of plans for revival of the
state pool supposedly dropped with the
formation of the local Allied unit. The
same source intimated that national Allied may hold its combine plans in abeyance until a thorough test of the Oklahoma setup has been made.
The Oklahoma approach leaves the individual exhibitor freedom to select his
product under the present sales distribution system. Distributor salesmen still will
contact the exhibitor who will notify the
combine manager when he has decided on
product. That official then will negotiate
contracts for the individual exhibitor at
the same time contracts for other
bers are concluded. The contracts
be signed by individual members,
executives of the combine.
Booking services will be offered

memare to
not by
by the

organization at the request of the member, who, if he chooses, can take care of
that detail himself.

Refrigeration for Mission
Mission,

Tex. — A new

refrigeration

sys-

tem, large enough to take care of the biggest crowd the house ever had, has been
installed by R. N. Smith in the Mission
Theatre, replacing a washed air system formerly used.

Rebuild Denison Superba

is

Denison,

Tex. — Rebuilding

Legg’s Superba

now

of

Lonnie

is in progress.

Simplex Type-E
Sound Systems
are proving a boon to the small
exhibitor.
The Best Sound Can Now Be Had
for a Small Price.
Get the Details Now!

Mae Heaton, secretary to Bob Bostick
of National Theatre Supply Co., has returned from several days’ vacation in St.
Louis.

AIR CONDITIONING

Queen

in operation again after a breakdown
which closed the house for several weeks.

Barrett Riesling, M-G-M’s “Goodwill
Ambassador” of Hollywood arrived at the
Memphis office Saturday for a few days
visit.

Scott Hillam, general supervisor of Ross

Guide Allied Plans

several weeks with the firm’s local manager, Cliff Wallace.

See

NATIONAL THEATRE SUPPLY CO.
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A T 1IL A Mir A
CJAM

MOSCOW,
Columbia
division manager;
W. W.southern
Anderson,
branch manager; Sidney Laird, booker,
and Salesmen B. A. Wallace, U. T. Koch
and

E. B. Poster returned from the convention at Atlantic City full of enthusiasm
for the 1939-40 program.

Moe

Barranco,

manager

of the Roxy,

ushered in his theatre’s new summer double-feature policy with “the world premiere of GN’s “Exile Express,” starring
Anna Sten. The companion film was Universal’s “Mystery in the White Room.”
Carl Floyd, branch manager, and
George Jones, booker, of Republic, went
fishing last week. Carl caught no fish.
Jones “caught” a sunburned face. But
both had a good time.

Helen Morgan, recently interviewed
during her engagement at the Roxy, defended the New York night clubs by pointing out that “it’s a hard-working business
which relies on good talent, music and
service for its living — and doesn’t get it if

So They Go Fishing —

they don’t give it.”
Two
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Deep sea fishing won by several fins, after this group of Miami Paramount
men made this recent catch of a six-and-a-half-foot sailfish, two dolphin
and 20 bonitas. Previously there had been considerable debate over whether
the Wednesday summer sports program would concentrate on golf or fishing.
Piscatorial honors for the day went to George Baldwin, manager of the Regent Theatre, who brought to boat the big sail. Standing on the right is
Edward Carmichael and on the left, Rollin Stonebrook. From left to right
in center row are Charles Whitacre, Jack Sawyer, General Manager W. R.
Lynch, Baldwin, Dan Boone, J. Hal Luter and Austin Moon. In front is
Carl Mott.

Illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll^

WIL
OUR

KIN ARTBOARD [
Why buy expensive building board?
e

PRICE ONLY—

1

$8.50 FOR 15 SHEETS
(f.o.b. Chattanooga,

Tenn.)

USE BOTH SIDES — Perfect
Making
Making
Making
Heavy

—
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Perry Spencer, Republic roving publicist,
is a busy man these days. He just returned from Savannah, where he supervised the campaign on “ Man of Conquest”
for Fred Weis. He is now at work on the
campaign for the Paramount engagement
here. Then he’s off to New Orleans.
“Atlanta At Work,” film dealing with
the municipal activities of the city of Atlanta, was due for a special preview at the
Fox Theatre, prior to its regular run in the
house. W. H. Kimberley, Visugraphic
head, made the film. Many civic notables
Fox.
attended. Tommy Read is manager of the

Eddie

SAMPLES

specially invited guests

Pentecost,

genial

manager

of

Loew’s Grand, created interest in “Lucky
Night,” starring Myrna Loy and Robert
Taylor, with a contest on “how you and
the one-other -person-in-the-whole-world
would live on $35 a week.” A cash prize
was awarded for the best budget.

150 Walton St., ATLANTAssiO
Phone WALnut 4613

for the Theatre Except the Film”

hand

The little daughter of A1 Rook, Republic salesman, was presented with a puppy
last week. A1 asked the name of the pet.
The youngster replied without hesitation,
“Sam Houston.”

321 S. Church. CHARLOTTE
Phone 8620
“Everything

an important

of Manager Murray’s attended a preview
of Columbia’s air classic, “Only Angels
Have Wings,” at the Rialto Theatre.

Vs" thick
FOR

had

Several hundred

Serviceable

WRITE

Georgians

in the making of “Dixie — U. S. A.”, March
of Time’s newest release. They are George
Black, of Meridian, who directed, and
Captain Reed M. Fawell, U. S. N„ commandant of the naval ROTC
unit at
Georgia Tech, who suggested the scenes
depicting the fighting spirit of the south
and the famous Berry Schools, which
teach young men and women of the south
how to be more useful citizens.

Write

E

Us

Your

AIR

CONDITIONING

Wants

Peterson “Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
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City,
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Film Transit Is Seeking
Permits in Two States

Momand Hearings
Slated for May 26

Memphis,

Oklahoma

City — Hearings

in

the

Mo-

mand case have been continued until May
26, and possibly May 27 or 29, by Judge
A. P. Murrah following
eral district court here.
Arguments were
motion to dismiss

a hearing

Tenn. — Permits

to

carry

film

into Mississippi and Tennessee are being
sought by Film Transit Co., Inc., which
now handles film in Arkansas.
M. H. Brandon,

Film

recently was elected to
agers of the National
heard C. C. Pettijohn
carriers constitute the

in fed-

heard on the defense
the case, with Henry

branch

Wells arguing the defendants’ motion and
C. Ray Smith representing Momand. The

Transit

head, who

the board of manFilm Carriers, Inc.,
point out that film
smoothest running

of the entire motion picture industry. That statement was made at the

exhibitor is asking $4,500,000 from Griffith companies and major distributors and

National Film Carriers two-day
tion in New York two weeks ago.

producers for alleged anti-trust law violation and establishment of monopoly to the
extent of $1,500,000 actual damage to his
properties. The law provides collection of
three times the actual damage in antitrust actions.

Pettijohn, counsel for the Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of America, told the film carriers they are daily
transporting at least 28,000 miles of film
“without tieups in transportation, always
making deliveries on time, and never caus-

Smith argued the defense motion was
not in order or proper under rule 12 of
the supreme court rules of procedure.
Judge Murrah ruled the motion filed was
in order at any time as provided by new
federal court rules of procedure.
Wells asserted the Momand petition did
not show a cause of action under the federal law. Objections to consideration of
the motion also were overruled by Judge
Murrah, who stated he would consider it
insofar as it went to raise the question of
sufficiency of cause of action.
Defense attorneys at the hearing also
argued the alleged cause of action was not
assignable and that in the suits the real
parties were the various Momand companies.
Wells

pointed

out

that, as

shown

by

Momand’s bill of particulars, these companies had assigned their cause of action
to A. B. Momand for “the sum of $1 and
other considerations’’ and maintained that
this was not in accordance with provisions
of the law.
“Momand himself is the only party making the claim,” Wells told the court. “He
asks for damages to himself and not the
corporations from whom
he purchases
these assignments for $1 to $3, and other
valuable considerations . . . and for this
investment of $30 at the most he asks
nearly $6,000,000.
“If my understanding of procedure is
correct,” Wells continued, “in order for a
plaintiff to sustain his right to sue for
damages, his cause of action, if accrued to
someone else, must first be a cause of action that is assignable; second: he must
be in a position to properly take this assignment and enforce it, and, third, there
must be a proper and legal conveyance
and assignment.
“For those reasons this cause of action
is not assignable.”
Judge Murrah interrupted at this point
to suggest a further continuance of the
hearing so he might hear fully arguments
of both sides with regard to this question.
“This

Years

question

of

of

assignment

Experience Has Taught
to Serve You

Us

in this

How

Peterson
“Freezem" Mfg. Kansas
<S Sales
Co.
Southwest Blvd.
City, Mo.

316

Southward
Henry

Fonda

Bound —
and

wife

the takeoff on the Pan

prepare

American

pership and a seven-week
ican air cruise. Fonda’s

South

for

ing a theatre
Momand

Amer-

latest for 20 tli

importance

and

will

affect the trial of the case” he informed
attorneys. “I want to give it a thorough
hearing and thorough consideration and
suggest that this hearing be continued
until such time as this court has ample
time to hear arguments of attorneys for
both sides on this point.”
He also intimated he would
trial conference at which the
which the trial is to be held
over and established in order
the actual length of the trial.
Saturday’s

was

the tenth

hold a preissues upon
will be gone
to cut down

hearing

in the

:: May

27, 1939

suits, which

ask a total of $4,500,-

the second suit was to insure proper service upon some of the defendants, it is
understood.
When hearings upon the present motions have been completed, it is understood
Judge Murrah will set an immediate date
for the pre-trial conference following
which trial of the case will begin here.
At various hearings he has intimated
that, while he is desirous of speeding the
case as much as possible, he does not want
to rush over any important parts and for
that reason he is going to give ample time
to establish necessary points before the
actual trial begins.
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of film.”

000 damages. Wells’ reference to the $6,000,000 figure was based upon the addition
of the sums asked in both suits. However,
one suit overlaps the other with the total
sum asked being only $4,500,000. Filing of

III.

case is of the utmost

for want

clip-

Century-Fox is “Young Mr. Lincoln,”
world premiered this weekend at
Springfield,

‘blackout’

conven-

Prei.

QTLRnTR

*

OKU

ID) A IL IL A S

A. CITY

^LL credit this week to T. B. Noble jr„
managing director of the State Theatre for taking a chance on a fine picture
without boxoffice appeal and giving the
public a chance to prove that it wants better motion pictures. “Moonlight Sonata,”
the Paderewski film, is now running at the
State, with the thorough backing of civic
and music clubs in every part of the state.
Repeated requests to Noble to run the film
convinced him that there must be an audience for this type of film, so he decided to
take a chance and prove to himself
whether or not his patrons wanted anything besides the boy-meets-girl saga.
Hank Harold, chief of the art department of Standard Theatres, on a wellearned vacation. Hank’s nimble pen has
done much to give Standard layouts a
brighter and more appealing appearance
. . . Ad promotion — Midwest Theatre on
“Calling Dr. Kildare” ran pictures of five
Standard theatres personnel and their
quoted endorsements of the film. Faces
appearing in the copy included those of
Walter B. Shuttee, E. A. Patchen, Jimmy
Burge, Spence Pierce and Bert Turgeon
. . . Radio promotion — Mail puller for
KOCY’s Movie News program was contest
put on jointly with the Criterion for “Rose
of Washington Square.” Listeners got
passes for picking two numbers played on
program by naming titles, and telling
which star (Power, Faye or Jolson) they
liked the best.

Personalities: Morris Loewenstein happy
that he has another convention this time
and setting out to make the annual meet
of MPTO here June 26 even better than
last year’s MPTOA gathering in Oklahoma City . . . Bob Pfotenhauer studying
ping pong rules with announcement from
his boss that he is considering construction of a table in the theatre basement . . .
(Continued on page 110)
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FRONTS AND LOBBIES
pull them in.

KING'S

individual treatment of theatre auditoriums please patrons inside.

reprewell Arlyne
at the openin
d St. gwere
of the
jyjEN from sentedHarwoo
Theatre in Longview, latest expansion of
E. Texas Theatres in its partnership there
with Col. Tracy Flanagan. Among those
who made the trip were: J. B. Underwood,
Columbia: W. B. Underwood and Lloyd
Rust, Republic: J. I. Roberts, National
Theatre Supply Co. Paul Short, Wallace
Walthall and Joe Estes, National Screen
Service and Accessories and C. L. McCoy,

Kroehler

n" —
lsme
"ReeGib
t right:
Exper
Left to
Graves, Jeff
don, of the OK
Arnold.

Dallas — Well

for Theatre Remodeling and Re-vamping.
KNOWING HOW
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PLANS
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exhibitors

know

time

to time

has

“Three of us caught 31 iy2 to 3-pound
bass from 7 till 11 a. m. at Red Bluff Dam.
Went back next day and caught 38 beauties and again in two days we caught 27.
Would have gotten more, but had to get
off the lake account of rain, hail and
high wind. When this baby gets rough it’s
really rough. Our boat will take any kind
of weather but you can’t catch bass in
rough water.
“Our Wednesday catch was the prettiest
bunch of bass you ever saw, 1 y2 and 3 y2
pounds. If the boys there (Dallas Filmrow) don’t think we really get ’em at Red
Bluff, tell ’em to come out and we can
prove it.”

Texarkana

Improvement

Tex. — New

projection

and

sound equipment have been installed in the
Capitol Theatre. Elton Houck is manager.

SEE US

BEFORE

YOU

Kansas

which

are now being prepared
tects Corgan & Moore.

by Archi-

Doak Roberts, Warner Bros, manager,
finished second in Class A at the Dallas
Skeet & Gun Club tournament by breaking 49 out of 50, which he has done on
numerous other occasions. His boss, Fred
Jack, broke 42.
Jack Groves, operator of the Queen in
Houston, has been on the Row booking
for his house and hobnobbing with friends.
He and Frank Wilkie, of the Boulevard,
were to drive back early Thursday to the
world’s first cotton port.
George Hecht, partner in Southwestern Theatre Supply Co., was in town making a number of contracts. Hecht has
been specializing in the commercial angle
of 16 mm films, developing and equipment.
C. E. Hilgers, Republic’s southern division manager, left Dallas for Jacksonville to attend the southeastern exhibitors’
convention. He is well pleased with showings of both the Dallas and Oklahoma
City offices, he said.
C. C. Porter, a ranking executive with
Jefferson Amusement Co., is back from
Hollywood where he mingled with the star
and production crowd.

hookup from Mrs. H. H. Covington, Teague, Tex., on the merits of
Maxwell House coffee. The Covingtons, it

Spray Nozzles
G. A. PETERSON

Blvd.

with his booker, Theo Routt. He’s a partner with the R. E. Griffith circuit in several south Texas towns, mainly Victoria,
where a new 1,200 seat house is under
consideration. While in town, he conferred with Griffith interests on the plans,

radio

Silent Multiple Rotor Blowers
Washed Air Units, All Sizes

316 S. W.

Long of Bay City was in town

Comments were generally heard on Filmrow about a letter read over national

BUY

PETERSON "FREEZEM" MFG.
SALES COMPANY

Johnny

told

of fishing exploits by L. B. Brown of
Gatesville, also an expert with the reel.
Jeff saw these accounts, and wrote in, not
in the spirit of going Brown one better,
but to lure film fishermen to Pecos. Jeff
says :

CO.

20 1 1 V2 Jackson St.
DALLAS

do Texas

from

R. I. (Rip) Condron, owner of the Star
at Forney, parked his small roadster and
big trailer on Jackson St. Wednesday and
told ’em all he was going to Bridgeport
fishing. He lived in his house car all
through the northwest last year before
settling down at Forney. Before his travel he operated at LaFeria in the Rio
Grande Valley.

AIR CONDITIONING

FREE

REMODELING

HenTex

Jeff Hendon who was with the Selznick
exchanges in the old days and who last
worked for Ed Blumenthal in the Monogram office. In all these years Jeff was
an outstanding fisherman and his favorite spot was Caddo Lake. Now he works
for the Oskar Korn circuit at Pecos and,
incidentally, has learned all about fishing in that area.

Texarkana,

See KING

Theatres, and

Mfg. Co., which has its first installation of moving seats in the Arlyne.

&

City, Mo.

seems, are ardent coffee fans. They operated the Star Theatre in Teague for many
years, selling out this spring to Johnny
Long. Dallas friends said her letter was
good, but that it would have been better
if Horace had added a line or two on the
saucering qualities of that brand.
A. L. Clary, who last operated in Frank-
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lin, Tex., and who has been in the automobile business in the Valley region since
then, has been in town applying for product for a theatre he plans to open in Alice,
one of Henry Hall’s important points.

Oklahoma MPTO Meet ARKANSAS
Fast Taking Shape

Homer Mulkey of Clarendon, reporting
needed rains in the Panhandle sector, was
in town for contact with exchanges and
for friendly association with friends along

Oklahoma City — Plans for the annual
convention of the MPTO of Oklahoma are

the Row. He was in good
parent good health.

spirits and

Jack Corgan of the theatre architectural
firm of Corgan & Moore, has been in south
conferring

with

Johnny

shape and Morris
nounces he has accepted

speakers
and 27.

Frank Wilkie of the Boulevard, Houston,
owning one of the best, if not the best
neighborhood proposition there, was fraternising on the Row this week. Fishing on
the gulf this season has been good, he said.
And he ought to know!

Texas

taking

ap-

Long.

Cor-

gan’s partner. Bill Moore, has been in
Oklahoma for a Griffith opening. These
architects travel almost in a manner as
do film salesmen.

Carl Tate, being a man of above the
average education and therefore acquiring
considerable knowledge in buying and
playing pictures as per contract, doesn’t
spend a great deal of his time in film exchanges when he does come to town. In
fact, he handles most business via correspondence. But this week Mrs. Tate and the
young daughter wanted to come to town
shopping and Carl brought them. The exhibitor had time to kill, but he looked over
his future bookings for a picture to foot
the shopping bill.

for

the

Loewenstein anseveral topflight

meeting

here

June

R. J. O’Donnell, general manager of
Interstate, has notified Loewenstein he
will be glad to speak on business building
problems. Mrs. Bessie Short, in charge of
short subjects for Interstate, also has
wired Loewenstein her acceptance of a
request for an address on how short subjects should be booked and exploited.
Acceptance of a bid to Paul Short of
National Screen Service also has been received by Loewenstein. He is expected to
talk on exploitation.
Ed

Kuykendall, MPTOA
president, previously had accepted an invitation to discuss trade practices, national legislation
and to answer questions with regard to the
current trade practice code.
Booked also for an important convention
spot is A. E. Warner of the Oklahoma Gas
and

Electric Co., who is scheduled to present three-dimensional motion pictures to
the convention.
Loewenstein announces reservations are

now

being taken for booths in the convention display rooms.
It also has been decided to limit the
number of booths this year.

those guilty of conducting them. He likewise classified the operation of Jackpot
slot machines as violation of the lottery
laws, and called for indictments.
BOXOFFICE
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being erected several weeks ago . . . Thursday night, June 15, has been set for the
date of the opening of the remodeled Gem
at Nashville. The house is owned by K.
Lee Williams.

The Dixie, Ashdown, will close at the
end of the month for a complete overhauling. The house will be closed 30 days.
New sound, cooling and seats will be instaled. . . The Camden, newest theatre
at Camden, recently opened with Jack D.
Guest and O. G. Arnold as owners and
managers. Seating capacity is 350.

at Heber Springs . . . H. E. Harrington, office manager at the New, Hope,

G. W. Barber

jr., has sold his interest in

Magnolia Amusement Co., Magnolia, Columbia county, filed articles of incorporation in the secretary of state’s office this
week. L. L. Brickhouse, Little Rock, was
named agent for service. Incorporators

The Interstate circuit’s Broadway at San
Antonio has purchased hard-of-hearing
devices, pedestals, booth table, automatic

grand jury, said Bank Nights are a violation of the North Carolina lottery law and
that indictments should be issued against

of the Ritz, Mor-

the theatre at McCrory to Charles Canfield, who ivas formerly connected with
the Avon Theatre, Memphis. Name of the
house has been changed to the Ritz.

recti-

Rutherfordton, N. C. — Judge J. A.
Rousseau, in charging the superior court

owner

in Little Rock this week . . . Rosemary Busby, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
B. F. Busby, Republic, Little Rock, visited
her parents last week. She is a student at
St. Louis University, St. Louis.

carpet; Mrs. R. T. Hooks’ Select, Mineola,
screen, lamps, transverter, fluorescent
lamps for foyer; Lyons, Houston, cooling
system; Rio, Odessa, rubber matting; G.

Bank Nights and Jackpots
Illegal , Judge Rules

M. D. Metcalf,

rilton, has been confined to St. Anthony’s
Hospital at that place owing to a back
injury he sustained while the theatre was

was

Dallas — Recent theatre sales in Texas
by the National Theatre Supply branch
are reported as follows: Texas, Ballinger,

rewind, magazines, sand urns, film cabinet, film splicer, changeovers, reel end
alarms and ticket box.

Paramount, Hot Springs, has recently installed a new screen of the latest
type . . . Much renovating and redecorating has been done at the Majestic, El Dorado. during the last few weeks. A new
carpet has been laid and the marquee is
being equipped with new lighting.

church

Dallas NTS Branch Reports
Several Sales in Texas

Layton’s Monogram, Childress,
fiers; Grand, Stamford, screen.

The

G. B. Wilks is planning to open a theatre at Norphlet . . . Fred Lawrence, Republic Pictures, Little Rock, was in Fort
Smith and Heber Springs last week. He
visited his brother who is pastor of a

C. V. Jones, R&R official, D. G. Bell,
sound and projection engineer for the
circuit, and Jack Corgan, architect, have
returned from Little Rock where they let
a contract for remodeling of the Highland
Theatre. Capacity there will be increased
from 500 to 900 seats.

R.

26

F. HARKEY,Co.,owner
MARGARE
]y[RS.
of the
OzarkT Amusement
announces that the name of the New at Melbourne has been changed to the Ozark.
The building has been completely repaired
and remodeled during the past few weeks
. . . The Pine Theatre, Dierks, recently
held its formal opening. Jack Blair will
manage the house. The Pine is owned by
K. Lee Williams.

are W.

Closing the Deal —
Alfred N. Sack, left, president and
general manager of Sack Amusement
Enterprises, Dallas, hands the check to
Leo C. Popkin, director of Million Dollar Productions, which binds the deal
whereby Sack becomes national distributor of the Million Dollar lineup
of Negro pictures. Harry M. Popkin,
president of the producing company,
looks on approvingly .

Write

for Our

Special

Low

SOUTHWESTERN
2914 Main

Street

P. Florence and Mrs. May B. Florence of Magnolia and C. V. Jones and
E. H. Rowley of Dallas, Tex.

Recent Little Rock Filmrow visitors:
Ray Wilson, New, DeWitt; R. V. McGinnis,
New, Hope; K. K. King, Rialto and Plaza,
Searcy; Levi Metcalf, Ritz, Morrilton; Mr.
and Mrs. H. T. Spitler, Lamar.
B. F. Busby, Republic, Little Rock, spent
the weekend in Memphis where he conferred with Clair E. Hilgers.
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feat seldom accomplished by local anglers was achieved
by Jimmie Love, assistant manager of the

JNTERSTATE's 1940 meeting is scheduled to be held in Hollywood . . . Again
the Tom Jefferson High School is the

Rex

Theatre, last week when he successfully brought to boat an eight foot sailfish. Only a couple dozen anglers out of
the 100,000 who go out into the Gulf
Stream off Miami shores each season can
boast of mastering one of these fighting

background for scenes for 20th-Fox’s
“Texas Kid” starring Jane Withers. Those
already in town and working on the picture include A. H. Halpern, R. L. Hough,
E. J. Snyder, Joseph Farley of the technical staff, and Constance Douglas. Standin for the star is Miss Marion Reese, a
Lasso girl . . . Rubin Frels, Victoria theatreman, a frequent visitor at the Azteca
Film office here . . . Fernandita Ruiz,

gamesters of this length, Boxoffice’s local correspondent learned from Earl Roman, angling editor of the Miami Herald.
Jimmie’s record catch was made during
one of the Paramount Enterprises fishing

Mexico’s Little Shirley Temple, has gone
to Hollywood to try her luck in pictures
. . . On the sick list is Clarence Moss.
National

Films

here recently

produced

cruises last week. On the same expedition Jack Worley won runnerup honors
with a six foot sail. The group also
brought back 18 dolphin and 61 bonita.

a

Besides

those members of the group mentioned last week, the party also included
Dick Pope.
Carlson, Rosslyn Henderson and
Fred

short subject for the Mission Home, girl’s
training school here . . . The Alamo
Heights and Joy theatres are set to open
sometime in June . . . New Azteca release
is tagged “Mexico Undo” . . . Three theatremen took a hand in the recent $500
Sweepstakes Tournament held at Willow
Springs in Brackenridge Park here. Their
three-day golf scores were: Benno Kusenberger, local projectionist, 70-75-73-71 —
298, winning $18; LeeRoy Handley, Majestic assistant manag er -treasurer , 8684-80-77 — 327, and Frank W. Zimmerman,
San Marcos showman, 82-79-89-85 — 335.
“Confessions of a Nazi Spy” opened at
the Aztec Theatre, May 19, instead of
playing the Majestic Theatre, May 27, as
originally planned . . . Taylor Byars,
cameraman for Jamieson Film Laboratoz’ies, Dallas, is in town shooting a 16mm
threatre-reel color subject for a local commercial firm . . . Seven Texas-Consolidated theatres have signed up for the new
game, “Buzzo,” a copyrighted and patented business stimulator which was invented
by Manager Oliver B. Thomas of the State
Theatre here . . . Jeff Davis, columnist for
the San Antonio Light, due back from his
initial Hollywood vacation trip May 28,
then Drama Critic Samuel Woolf or d of the
same sheet goes on his leave of absence for
a fortnight.
Radio rambles: Henry Bergman, Interstate Theatres student manager, clicking
as guest artist on the weekly KONO
Studio Round-Up; he was a
vaudeville star-singer-comedian

top-flight
a score of

years

ago . . . Republic’s “Man of Conquest” at the Majestic Theatre last week,
was the first picture to be indorsed by the
Texas house of representatives at Austin,
the State Capitol . . . Aside to Eddie B.
Cope, Corpus Christi: How about dropping
me a line sometime, and let us have the
news about the bay district?

The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Quality

Theatre

Equipment
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ALA.

Herman Silverman and Larry Johnston
were elected to serve as trustees on the
board which will administer the affairs

His Plan Works —

cationist of this organization, being “way
up thar” in the mountains of Highlands,
North Carolina.

A. C. Bromberg, president of Republic
Pictures Corp. of the Southeast, whose

Gerald Wilbur, who has been Hal Kopplin’s assistant in the art and advertising
department of Wometco Theatres, is quite

plan of employe participation in company income is outlined in this issue.
What Mr. Bromberg, however, does not
reveal is the fact that each year he
gives additional bonuses, vacations,
prizes and other stimulating incentives
that are the envy of the trade.
(See page

OKU
Red

ill. He is headed for Mayo’s clinic where
he will be placed under observation. Owen
Wills, who has been promoted to Gerald’s
post, is going to celebrate his promotion
by getting himself married. His fiance is

4 for details)

Miss Gladys O’Quinn.
E. M. Loew will be down from Boston for
a brief business visit the latter part of this
month. He will confer with his brother,

A. CITY

(Continued

from

page

108)

Slocum wearing his special good business smile in town, but wailing at the sight

of film salesmen
business

and

. . . George

his wagon

is going

exchange
Sumner

men

about

wondering

to hold together

if

as he

sets out to justify his appointment as corresponding secretary of the new Allied
group; George has been bringing in the
sheaves for the past two weeks . . . Fred
Schofield announcing new developments
on his model railroad system; installation
of added rolling stock.

Personalities : J. Eldon Peek wondering how he can get out of road work
now that Oklahoma Theatre Supply offices are air-conditioned . . . Oklahoma
City is now heaven for film attorneys since
tivo federal court cases are on the dockets
. . . Columbia Manager Gibbs back from
convention with the ever present new pack
More

of cigarettes . . . Peace is reigning supreme
at the Allied Film Exchange as Hurricane
Faris sets off with his roadshow . . . Bill
Zoellner, M-G-M
manager hereabouts,
keeping pace with the bees as he helps
launch Metro Month here.

COOLING
BUFFALO

of Wometco's new hospitalization plan.
Larry, incidentally, is the off season va-

ENGINEERING

EQUIPMENT
CO., INC.

Dallas,

texas

Ira Loew, regional supervisor for his interests, and with Renzier Wickard, manager of the Miami Drive-In Theatre. Wickard, whose house is the southermost of the
65 units in the E. M. Loew Theatres, Inc.,
is particularly proud of a letter
ed recently from Fred Suite,
“boiler kid,” who is able to go to
in his iron lung by having
parked in this
theatre.

world's

he receivself-styled
the movies
his trailer

largest

open

air

A regular summer policy of double features is being inaugurated at the Parkway, Walter Stephens reports.
For

the

second

Paramount

deep

sea

fishing expedition of the season, W. R.
Lynch, general manager of Paramount
Enterprises, Inc., took out with him
Wednesday, Eddie Atkinson, Jack Murray, Norman Rossman, Karl Roller and
Eddie Carmichael, and these assistant
managers: George Worley, Cinema Casino; Billy Mount, Colony; Billy Alcock,
Community ; George Manly, Paramount;
Tommy
Manning, Olympia; Billy Love,
Rex;

Dave Goyen, Regent; Charles Crandall, Roxy; George Allen, Gables, and Ted
Ostott, Flagler.

Renews

Stephani

Hollywood — Frederick Stephani’s producer pact at Metro has been renewed.
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Ontario
Increase

Censor

2,476 for the previous 12 months. Eightyfive per cent of these films were passed
without elimination, of which 287 were
feature length productions, 229 comedies,
205 newsreels, 528 were miscellaneous
shorts and 496 were trailers. The number of standard films altered was 311,
divided as follows: Features, 206; comedies, 3; miscellaneous, 51; newsreels, 10,
and

trailers, 41, all of these figures referring to prints of 35mm width only. The
board also dealt with 544 films of 16mm
size, of which 475 were approved and 69
were altered, making a grand total of 380
apart from
demned outright.

Notes

in Examinations

Toronto — The annual report of O. J.
Silverthorne, chairman of the board of
censors and theatre inspection branch of
the Ontario government for the fiscal year
ending March 31, 1939, points out that a
marked increase was noted in the number
of films submitted for examination with
a total of 2,681 subjects as compared with

changes,

Board

into the province from the United States.
These are usually of the vulgar and obscene variety which, if discovered, result

the

two

films

con-

Statistics of the board reveal that 2,465
films were from the United States, of
which 537 were altered: 80 from Great

subjects were of Canadian origin, the latter being approved in their entirety.
With regard to the board’s decision on
one feature, Chairman Silverthorne pointed out that this picture was more objectionable in its revised form than in its
original

state, thus showing that “censorship can often emphasize that which it

seeks to avert.” The board’s position was
that the original version, while unconventional, did not contravene censorship
regulations but, in its opinion, “the mutilated version would have been unacceptable to the people of Ontario.” The title
of this release was not mentioned in the
chairman’s report but it is common knowledge that the picture in question was
“Yes, My Darling Daughter.”
The chairman reported that greater
control had been exercised over 16mm
films which provide amusement to those
residing in remote parts of the province
where there are no regulation theatres.
“Films

of this type,” he said, “are increasing in use and are serving a useful

Britain, with 27 alterations: 102 from foreign countries, with 16 alterations, and 34

purpose in bringing entertainment to people who would have to do without, or
drive long distances to towns and cities.
Some of this type of film is bootlegged

Emergence of Topical
Films Interests Board

Universal Completes
Meets in Toronto

Toronto — Of particular interest in the
annual report of the Ontario board of moving picture censors is the reference by
Chairman O. J. Silverthorne to the obviously changing theme in features produced in the United States when he stated:
“During the year under review, your
board observed a change in the attitude
of the United States producer from the
position which he adopted in 1931 namely,
that the function of the film was to offer
pure amusement and that it should avoid
subjects
ganda.

of a topical character

and

propa-

“The possibility that the coming year
will witness, in the production of films of
a topical nature, a still more marked departure from the position taken in 1931
is evident in the programs as announced
by the major producers. It is reported
that the producers will take a more
nounced position upon topics dealing
world-wide events.

prowith

“Your board believes it is impossible to
avoid reference through the cinema to the
‘isms’

of Europe and world-wide conditions which undoubtedly affect the lives
of the people of this continent. Your board
will insist that films of this character be
in line with thought in this province and
in keeping with the policy expressed by
your government on world affairs.
“An increase of 63 foreign language films
is reported for the year with the total
standing at 102, as compared with 39 a
year ago. These films compared, in some
instances, favorably with films emanating
BOXOFFICE

:: May
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Toronto — The final session of a series
of regional meetings held across Canada
by Empire Universal Films was held here
May 25-26-27. In addition to representatives attending from Toronto, Montreal
and St. John, N. B., three executives of
Universal Pictures, President Nate J. Blumberg, William A. Scully and Frank J. A.
McCarthy were present. They presented
plans

for the new season to the assembled Canadian managers and salesmen after business proceedings had been conducted by Paul Nathanson, vice-president of
Empire Universal; W. A. Perry, general
manager; A. J. Laurie, sales manager, and
others.
Branch managers present at the convention here were Harry Paynter of Montreal, Jerry Hoyt of St. John and Frank
Fisher of Toronto.
from

the

larger

centers

of

the

United

States. A very small number of the subjects presented what was accepted as definitely destructive propaganda calculated to
arouse in new Canadians a resentment of
our institutions. These subjects were
largely historical and legendary. A great
number of these subjects were exhibited
under

the auspices of organizations,
tural and religious groups.

standard

and

25 were

16mm.”

to announce and
criticism of motion

“certain misinformed
pictures has been in-

spired by such advertising.” He declared,
however, that agencies were now showing
an increased desire to cooperate with the
board on all occasions.
“Judging from the small number of complaints that reach this office,” Mr. Silverthorne stated, “the work of the board
appears to have met with considerable success. A large proportion of the criticisms
received originated from individuals who
had never seen a film themselves and either
based

their opinion on hearsay or something which they had seen outside of the
cinema. We have tried to prevent the
exhibition of any film which is likely to
give dislike to public taste.
“It is a matter of regret that so many
film subjects are unsuitable for young
people. We do, from time to time, receive
objections as to the effect of these films
upon

the minds of children and many subjects are unsuitable for family entertainment. These threaten not only to decrease the patronage of the young people

but of their parents also. The board demanded that the exhibitor forewarn everyone what to expect. Extreme violence and
horror calculated to frighten children are
completely eliminated from productions
when possible. In this connection, the
board would repeat what it has so often
pointed out to others, that parents and
guardians

have

as much

a duty

in super-

vising their children’s selection of screen
entertainment as they have in regard to
plays and books.
“The board desires to acknowledge the
efforts of distributors of newsreels to meet
our requirements for Canadian and British
items in the weekly reels. The newsreel
is a valuable agent in familiarizing our
citizens with many of their own national
events. We hope, if only to a limited extent, that these reels will prove to advantage in this Province.
“Films are now and then submitted to
the board which raise important questions
of public policy, and of social or religious
nature. The board has always held itself
free to ask for expert information when
the need arises — sometimes it is from public departments or representatives from
social or religious organizations. The consultation of these authorities is very useful and indeed essential when films deal
with

subjects which touch national interests, religious beliefs and practices. The
board welcomes these criticisms, realizing

by

so doing

that

we

are

in touch

with

cul-

“The board is continuing its policy of
not only demanding certified transcripts
of dialogue but it also secures the assistance of competent translators for foreign
language films. Of the foreign films, 77
were

in court action against the offender.”
The board examined 29,383 advertising
accessories during the year, of which 156
were rejected and 118 were altered under
instructions of the censors. During the
previous year 30,289 pieces of advertising
were examined, with 152 rejected and 68
approved after alteration. The chairman
declared that certain advertising, particularly colored posters and lobby cards, misrepresented the films they were intended

public opinion.”

Next

"Nancy

Drew"

Hollywood— Next in the “Nancy Drew”
series at Warner will be “Nancy Drew and
the Hidden Staircase,” with Bonita Granville and Frankie Thomas co-featured.

K
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Fans and Industry
Find Visit Event
Montreal — For

the

motion

picture

in-

dustry, as well as for motion picture fans,
and for the entire population, the greatest

day in Montreal’s history came when Their
Majesties, King George and Queen Elizabeth, visited the city.
Loyal desires to see and cheer the King
and Queen were whetted by the reports
of the enthusiasm attending their arrival
at Quebec the previous day, and by the
unanimous verdict that the Queen’s beauty
and charm far surpassed the indications
in her photographs.
Newsreel cameramen were in Quebec for
several days awaiting the arrival of the
Empress of Australia bringing Their Majesties to the city after a voyage through
fog and icebergs which delayed the start
of their land tour two days.
Great enterprise was shown by the newsreelers and films of the Quebec welcome
secured by Associated Screen News were
flown to Montreal immediately, quickly
developed, and shown the same afternoon
in the leading theatres. Others were
shown in Broadway theatres in the evening.
First-run theatres in Montreal gave patrons “rain checks” for half an hour in
the afternoon in order that they might go
out on St. Catherine St. and see and cheer
the sovereigns. When the crowds dispersed after the procession the theatres
filled rapidly on the main streets, but suburban houses remained closed until early
evening.
Montreal’s normal population of a million was practically doubled by the influx
of visitors, and although there was a continuous crowd of about 200,000 on Dominion Square all evening, clamoring to
see the King and Queen, the theatres
continued to do capacity business.
Newsreels showing the arrival at Quebec and scenes in the same day’s procession through the streets of Montreal,

loading or by the forcing of pedestrians
through windows.
There were nine theatres along the official route of the royal party from the
North Toronto railway station to the Ontario Parliament buildings and the marquee of each was decorated wdth official
notices. These theatres included three of
the largest in the Dominion, the Uptown
and Imperial of the Famous Players’ chain
and Loew’s Yonge Street Theatre, and the
others were the Casino of the Allen Theatre group, York, Embassy, Rio, Photodrome and Broadway. Facing City Hall
Square, where the Cenotaph is situated
and where a ceremony was carried out by
Their Majesties, is the Photodrome which,
among others, was freshly painted from
sidewalk to roof. The huge display space
of the nearby Casino gave way to painted
decorative display of patriotic nature which
stood out prominently in the general array
of flags and buntings along the business
streets.

Calgary Theatremen Join
In Festive Preparations
Calgary — Like

the municipal

and

mili-

tary authorities, theatremen of the city
are busy preparing for the Royal Visit of
King George and Queen Elizabeth. For
this two-hour procession, a vast influx of
visitors from the south are expected . . .
from prairie farms, coal mines and towns.
Preparations are being made to accommodate double the population here.
As all theatres, along with business
houses, will close on the afternoon of May
26, the downtown houses will open in the
morning, some at nine o’clock, some at
ten. Midnight previews are also being
held on the night before the visit. As all
city hotels have been booked up for two
weeks prior to the event and rooming
houses report capacity reservations, theatremen look for capacity business for two
solid days.
Invasion of the city promises to be extraordinary with many special trains run-

were wildly applauded. Loew’s was showing a most appropriate film, “60 Glorious
Years,” and its story of a great period in
British history evoked a storm of enthusiasm. All first-run films were equally
well patronized.
Marquees

Toronto — One

of the

most

112

tion on the part of independent exhibitors
in the Dominion against the booking clearance situation, officers of the Independent
Theatres Ass’n of Ontario have launched
the Anti-Protection League of Canada in
which all exhibitors are invited to become members at a cost of $1.00 for a fee.
According to the pledge cards issued,
the purpose of the league is to secure the
elimination of protection “and unfair priority privileges.” The prime mover in the
drive is N. A. Taylor, vice-president of the
ITA and directing head of 20th Century
Theatres, Toronto, who holds to the view
that there is a difference between “clearance” and “protection.” The latter, he
declared, is killing business at theatres
which are forced to play stale product
and is seriously cutting into the total
business done by the film distributors in
the Dominion.
The temporary committee in charge of
the “Anti-Protection Drive” comprises:
William S. Brady, Madison Theatre, Toronto; Harry Alexander, Lansdowne Theatre: Mike Goodman, Duchess Theatre;
Harold Kay, Fox Theatre; Harry Rotenberg, Guild Theatre; George Lester, Toronto, and J. O. Scott, Weston Theatre,
Weston, Ont.
ning, extra buses imported to handle
travelers who have already booked passage
and private cars galore streaming into this
prairie center.
House fronts are being painted up for
the event. The Capitol and the Grand
have chosen similar color schemes with
black pillars faced with chromium edging.
The Strand Theatre will close for three
weeks after the Calgary Stampede for
complete alterations that include new
frontage and neon sign, new seating and
acoustical treatment to auditorium.

Winnipeg — The

Royal

visit occasioned

the first all-night schedule for motion
picture houses in the history of the city,
when both the Capitol and the Metropolitan ran continuous shows the night of
May 23.
The many visitors congregating in the

on Route
interesting

of official arrangements for the visit of
the British Monarchs in the Dominion has
been the inspection of marquees and balconies on theatres and other buildings
along the route of Royal processions with
the placing of such points of vantage
“out of bounds” for the occasion. On each
side of a theatre marquee in Toronto
was fixed an official printed notice, bearing the coat of arms, which announced
that spectators were not to occupy places
on the- canopy, these cards being in evidence for a week before the royal visit.
Orders also were issued by the authorities
for the boarding up of display windows
or glass cases to a height of six feet.
These precautions were taken to safeguard the public from accident in the
possible crash of a marquee through over-

Toronto — Following the publication in
Boxoffice of the first report of the agita-

Royal Visit Occasions First
All-Night Show Schedule

as Observation

Posts Barred

Toronto Independents
Drive on Protection

city for Royal Week, and the diverse competitive entertainment offered by the
sporting events, pageants and dances have
stimulated the trade to special efforts toward providing the best available in pictures, stage shows and vaudeville.
"Captain

Fun in Hollywood —
Something particularly funny seems to
have registered with Lee Bremerton
(left) , exhibitor from Calgary, Alberta,
and Margot Stevenson, Warner player.
Brewerton, visiting Southern California, was a guest on the Warner lot recently.

Fury"

Premiered

By Elgin at Ottawa
Ottawa — The

world

premiere

of “Cap-

tain Fury” was presented by the Elgin
Theatre, Ottawa, at a midnight performance which preceded the arrival of the
British Monarchs in the Canadian capital, the engagement being announced by
Manager L. C. Mills as being “in honor
of Their Gracious Majesties’ visit.” The
BOXOFFICE
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regular

engagement continued on the following days. Royal visit medals were presented to juvenile patrons at the Saturday matinee to commemorate the occasion.

Photography Ban
Is Quickly Denied

Report

Ottawa — Shortly after the start of the
royal tour, the startling announcement was
forthcoming from a government source in
Ottawa that a ban had been placed on the
talcing of all motion pictures and still
photographs of the King and Queen except by those cameramen who had been
given official authority to do so by the
royal visit interdepartmental committee.
Shortly after the order had been made
public, a quick denial was made by Capt.
F. C. Badgley, M.C., director of the Canadian government motion picture bureau,
who

is in control of all newsreel and photographic arrangements for the tour across

Only Two Service Plans
By Dominion Sound
Montreal — No Class C service providing
one call every eight weeks, plus emergency
service, at a rate of $6 per week is being
offered Canadian exhibitors, F. E. Peters,
general manager of Dominion Sound
Equipments, Ltd., points out in correcting
a report to that effect from Toronto.
Only two classes of service are available
in connection with Western Electric and
RCA sound equipment, says Mr. Peters.
They are:
Class A: For theatres in large cities the
new service charge is $8.75 per week, with
a schedule of one regular call each four
weeks and emergency service at any time.
Class B: For regular calls once in six
weeks and emergency calls at any time at
a charge of $7.75 per week.

Week Preceding Visit
Kills Toronto Takes
Toronto — Theatre business in Toronto
during the week preceding the visit of
Their Majesties in the Ontario Capital on
May 22 proved a keen disappointment to
exhibitors, patronage being at its lowest
ebb in recent years in spite of the fact
that the holiday spirit filled the air and
the streets were jammed with sightseers,
practically all of whom merely passed the
theatre entrances in a rush to view the
magnificent decorations on public structures and business blocks. Exhibitors gathered at the film offices where they exchanged the doleful news of empty cinemas but comforted themselves with the

the Dominion. It was stated that any person had the right to take pictures of the
British Monarchs from behind police lines
or troops for private use or pleasure. Official motion pictures and press photos
are being made by authorized cameramen
wearing the issued armbands and bearing
the government credentials from authorized positions, such films being pooled to
all newsreel companies and newspapers.
According to Capt. Badgley, this plan is
working out nicely and with dispatch, no
favors being shown any newsreel company.
“Canada
amount of

is securing a
tremendous
valuable advertising through

the royal visit,” declared Capt. Badgley,
“and we want to cooperate with all companies on an equal basis.”

Capital Theatres Operate
A Stretch of 15 Hours
Ottawa — With thousands of visitors in
Ottawa, the Canadian capital, for the visit
of Their Majesties May 19 and 20 from
points in eastern Ontario, Quebec and
northern New York state, the leading local
theatres operated for practically 15 hours
continuously from 10 a. m. to one hour
after midnight. Several of the cinemas
also had added stage attractions.
Manager Chris. Holmes of the Avalon
Theatre staged “A Royal Pageant” with
local artists each night at nine o’clock
while Manager Marshall offered five
vaudeville acts at the Rideau Theatre in
addition to the screen fare. On the day
of Their Majesty’s arrival, the Capitol
Theatre opened with “Union Pacific,” following a week’s run of “60 Glorious Years.”

Pilot Train Bears Number
Of Official Photographers
Montreal — Aboard the pilot train which
preceded the Royal train bearing King
George and Queen Elizabeth across Canada are the following photographers: F.
C. Badgley, superintendent of the Dominion government motion picture bureau;
W. H. Robinson, assistant government photographic officer: J. B. Scott, Dominion
government’s official color cinematographer; George L. Waters, Scott’s assistant: Roy Tash, official sound motion
picture cameraman; R. B. Harrison, official sound motion picture engineer; Ross
Beesley, official motion picture cameraman; William G. Horton and Leslie Burch,
British pool photographers; F. E. Noel,
United States pool photographer; Thomas
Wilson, H. R. Bassett and F. C. Tyrell,
Canadian pool photographers.
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hope

that the actual visit of Their Majesties would prove the turning point in
economic conditions in Canada because of
a sudden increase in the volume of cash
circulation through a sudden jump in the
demand for labor and expenditures for
traveling purposes, painting and repairing,
extra foodstuffs, decorations, new clothes
and other commodities required for the
Royal Visit. All of this was augmented
by the money spent by thousands of eager
visitors from the United States who were
anxious to share in the demonstrations.
For several weeks, every available painter, decorator, electrician, carpenter, gardener, steelworker and window dresser
was rushed every minute, both day and
night, while lumber yards, beauty parlors,
dry goods stores and hardware shops were
doing a land-office business. Streets were
congested with delivery trucks and ordinary traffic. Toronto was the busiest since
1929! But the people gave the theatres
only a passing glance. The story is told
that one exhibitor reported a total take
of only $52 for six days, the receipts for
one

night being $3. But the theatres expect to get it back because money is flowing— and the people have forgotten the

word “WAR.” For days, the names Hitler
and Mussolini have been shoved over to
page 7 of the newspapers and the sudden
attitude of the people has been that they
don’t give a tinker’s hoot about Europe.
These are among the reasons why students
of economy believe that the King’s
means a turning point in life.

Angelo

Calori

in

1909

and

originally

designed for stores, it was redesigned, while partially built, to fit it
for motion picture exhibition; this was
done for Willis Dewees, who operated it
for a time and then turned it over to
W. P. Nickols and W. (Bill) Brown, who
ran it jointly until Nickols withdrew.
Brown has had it ever since.

Double

supplement the entertainment by an exhibition of conjuring.
Both he and the Queen are fond of
reading, and they brought with them to
the Palace a well-stocked library of modern books. They also share a liking for
music, and though they can seldom attend
public concerts, they are enthusiastic and
appreciative wireless listeners. Incidentally,
the King knows more about the inside of
his set than

do most

radio “fans.”

Doctorate and Civic
Honor for Mayer
Montreal — New Brunswick paid double
honors to a native son when Louis B.
Mayer, M-G-M
film
magnate, who commenced life in Saint
John as a son of poor
immigrant parents,
became
“Dr. Mayer”
of the University
of
New Brunswick, at
Fredericton, and,
“Freeman” Mayer of
the city of Saint
John.
At the University,
Mr. Mayer was made
to feel at home by

Vancouver — The Princess Theatre, one
of the few old-time houses left here, is
marked for a change of front and complete interior regeneration.
by

Piccadilly garden. “You can tell the company I make my own films of my daughters,” was his reply.
He has a whole series of these homemade films which are a constant delight
to family parties. On such occasions, too,
the King can sometimes be persuaded to

in their jeans to spend.

Princess in Vancouver
Will Be Remodeled

Built

“I didn’t
Montreal — The interests of King George
extend even to film-making. He was one
of the earliest devotees of cine-photography. Some years ago a Hollywood company
asked his permission to make a picture of
the two little Princesses at play in their

visit

The theatres started to get it back with
the Sunday midnight shows, which were
held by probably 50 theatres in Toronto,
the night before the Royal Visit May 22.
Business was at a standstill Monday afternoon but revived Monday
night.
Wednesday, May 24, was Empire Day and
a legal holiday with good crowds. Ail
schools were closed the three days until
May 25 and the cinemas secured their
share of juvenile attention. Adults got
back to normal May 25, still enthused and
happy — with money

Films, the King's Hobby

Stoloff Chore

Hollywood— Ben Stoloff will produce
and direct “The Sheik Returns” for Universal, with Jay Dratler and Gertrude Purcell on the script.

the presence of newsreel cameramen who
filmed the ceremony. Dr. C. C. Jones,
president of the University, gave the recipient his honorary degree of LL.D., while
a large audience including many who knew
Mayer as a boy applauded.
Publicly thanking the University for the
honor it had done him, Mr. Mayer promised that “each and every year, health
permitting, he would visit the university
and take part in the Encaenia exercises.
At the same time,” he said, “I shall take
advantage of the opportunity to fish in
New Brunswick streams and go back and
tell the world what a grand and glorious
land
is.”
The this
highest
paid film executive in the
world, Mr. Mayer, whose income last year
was reported to be $1,250,000, smiled
genially and shook hands with friends who
shared poverty with him years ago, when
he attended in the Council Chamber at
Saint

Do

"Deal

in Hearts"

Hollywood — “Deal in Hearts,” being
produced by Raymond Griffith for 20thFox, will be scripted by Arthur Arthur
and Robert Harari.
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Dr. Mayer, a title which is his by virtue
of the honorary degree he received from
the University.

John where Mayor MacLaren conferred on him the freedom of the city.
Among those with whom he chatted was
his former school teacher, Mrs. W. S.
McMackin.
As the presentation was made, he heard
himself referred to for the first time as

really need

this to have

in

my

heart love and tenderness and sentiment for the city of my boyhood days,”
he said as Mayor MacLaren handed him
an embossed leather case which contained
a certificate setting forth his privileges as
a freeman of Saint John.
The Canadian Club, in conjunction with
the maritime film board of trade and local
theatre managers and staffs, paid honor
to Mr. Mayer, at the Admiral Beatty Hotel at a luncheon party which overflowed
the ballroom facilities. T. Louis McGloan,
Canadian Club president, presided and had
as his associate chairman Ernest A. Whelpley, Maritime manager of RKO Radio and
president of the maritime film board of
trade which consists of representatives of
American
tions.
It was
with

and
an

British

producing

informal

luncheon.

corporaSeated

the presiding officers were Lieutenant-Governor MacLaren, Mayor MacLaren,

Mr. Mayer, J. F. T. O'Connor and David
Stoneman, friends of Mayer from Los Angeles and Boston, respectively, and Howard Strickling of the Metro studio.
During the luncheon, which was one
of the most representative held under
auspices of the Canadian Club in many
weeks, Bruce Holder’s orchestra played.
Besides an extemporaneous address by
Mr. Mayer, there were welcoming remarks
by guests at the head table, and the film
and theatre interest greeted him through
one of their representatives.
In the afternoon Mayer held an informal reception in the Admiral Beatty Hotel, at which old associates of his school
days

met him and expressed their pleasure at the distinction conferred upon him.
Following that, he and his accompanying
friends,

with those invited to a complimentary dinner in the Union Club at 7

o’clock repaired to a private home for a
brief reception. The dinner at the club
was tendered by A. Neil McLean. Among
the guests invited were Lieutenant Governor MacLaren, Premier Dysart, Mayor
MacLaren, Chief Justice J. B. M. Baxter
and others prominent in public life.
Mr. Mayer left after the dinner for his
home in California, motoring across the
boundary and proceeding by air to Los
Angeles.

Silver of Colonial Seeks
Progressive Franchise
Toronto — B. W. Silver, president of
Colonial Pictures, Ltd., Toronto, spent four
days in New York City during which he
conferred with President B. N. Judell of
Progressive Pictures Corp. with regard to
the release of this company’s product
across Canada, the proposed lineup of pictures from which a choice is to be made
for the Canadian market including 24
melodrama and action features, six westerns and six Buck animal pictures.
Colonial Pictures has been operating for
the past six months with headquarters in
Toronto and offices in Winnipeg and Vancouver for the distribution of stateright
pictures and plans are now under way for
the securing of the Canadian franchise
for Progressive product which would give
a comprehensive list of feature bookings
for the new season.
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TO ROM TO
pAUL NATHANSON,
vice-president, and
W. A. Perry, general manager of EmpireUniversal Films, Ltd., returned to Toronto headquarters after conducting a
series of highly successful regional staff
meetings at Winnipeg, Calgary and Vancouver to discuss plans and policies of the
company for the new season. Tire company distributes Universal, Republic and
British product in Canada.
Vic Beatty, hooker at the liead-office of
Famous Players Canadian Cory., here, has
resigned to join the staff of Vitagraph,
Ltd., Canadian distributor of Warner Bros,
and First National features and Vitaphone
shorts, succeeding Frank Gilbert who has
joined the booking
Universal.

department

of Empire-

Ten years to the day that he had been
appointed manager of the Capitol Theatre
in North-Bay, Ont., Jack W. Nelson made
the trip to Toronto to take part in a
Shrine ceremonial in the Ontario capital.
Charlie Mavety, head of the Mavety Film
Delivery Service, Toronto, has recovered
from a leg injury sustained in jumping a
farm fence. Charlie is a noted horseman
and is the owner of the Circle M Ranch,
near

Toronto, where he has been busy getting ready for a summer training season.

Prominent among the trade visitors at
Toronto exchanges was Louis Rousson,
operator of two new theatres in northern
Ontario, the LaSalle at Kirkland Lake and
the Cartier at Timmins. He was accompanied by Manager Ted Soucie of the LaSalle.
“I Was a Captive of Nazi Germany’’ has
been passed by the Manitoba board of
censors and opened its first Winnipeg engagement at the Rio Theatre on May 27,
according to announcement
ver of Toronto who has
rights.

by B. W. Silthe Canadian

A visitor in Toronto from afar was
Tony Allevato, pioneer exhibitor of Rouyn
in the northern Quebec mining district.
He

operates

the 400-seat

Allevato.

Sam Fine, partner-oumer of the important B&F Theatre circuit of Toronto, returned from a week’s fishing expedition
in the Temagami playground in time to
swell the welcome to the King and Queen.
Harry Price, general manager of Superior Films, Ltd., Toronto, has joined the
list of urbanites

who have become gentleman-farmers by purchasing an attractive farm property at Thistletown, Ont.

Miss A. Elliott, booker for Fred Guest’s
Delta Theatre, Hamilton, called at the
various film offices in Toronto. She has
been taking an active part in the operation
of theatres at Hamilton and Vancouver for
many years.
Sam Merlina, proprietor of the Uptown
Theatre, Orangeville, toured the Toronto
exchanges after a lengthy absence from
the big city. Len. Lush of the Burford
at Wiarton was in again, as was C. T.
Ross of the Royal, Bowmanville, who
talked baseball as well as pictures. Others
BOXOFFICE
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who arrived on the local scene for the first
time in weeks were W. M. Seavill of the
Esquire at Penetang and J. A. Greathead
of the Esquire Theatre, Southampton.
Robert T. Stevens, who is building a
new theatre in Sudbury, Ont., spent several days in Toronto for the purpose of
completing preliminary arrangements for
the New Regent which is scheduled to open
August 1. He owns theatres at Sturgeon
Falls, Creighton Mine and Sault Ste. Marie,
Ont.
Frank Fisher, local branch manager of
Empire-Universal Films, has renewed his
campaign on the tennis courts where he is
a formidable performer. In the winter
months, he is a badminton champion.
Sam
Grand

Fardella, veteran proprietor of the
Theatre at Fergus, Ont., lined up a

lengthy list of bookings on
ronto film headquarters.
For

the

Royal

a visit to To-

Visit week

in Toronto,

Manager W. S. Brady of the Madison Theatre, prominent independent house, opened
Sunday

midnight with “Everything Is Rhythm.” Ray Allen booked “Grand Illusion,”
French feature, as a special at the Hollywood, following recent success with
ander Nevsky” and “Ballerina.”

“Alex-

Walter Kennedy of Toronto, exploitation expert, spent several days in London,

WIIMM11 1P> IE CGI
0OL. JOHN
A. COOPER, president
the Motion Picture Distributors

of
of

Canada,

addressed a joint meeting of distributors and exhibitors of the city at a
dinner at the St. Regis Hotel during the
week. He said business in the Dominion
was good.
Winnipeg

fire chiefs

and

members

the Fire Underwriters Ass’n were
of Harold Bishop at the Capitol
“Think
short.

It Over,”

a “Crime

Does

of

guests
to see

Not

Pay”

“Beethoven” opens at the Osborne on
May 26 preceded by a good exploitation
campaign and favorable reaction from the
Church and French organizations ... A
big campaign is now
tion for the showing
of “I Was
The timely

underway in preparaon May 27 at the Rio

a Captive of Nazi Germany.”
topic should do well at Helmer

Jernberg’s house. The film is being
handled by Colonial Pictures of the Cinema Center who are in charge of distribution through the prairie provinces.
Dave

Griesdorf,

manager

of

UA

in

Winnipeg, has returned from his company’s convention held recently at Los
Angeles.

Ont., to line up a campaign on “Dark
Rapture” in which he secured tie-ups with
the London Free Press, board of education, Dodge Trucks and the Goodyear Tire
& Rubber Co. The feature is playing the

visitor in the city. Likewise
son of Langenberg, Sask.

Capitol.

Mrs. Dave Griesdorf and family left for
Edmonton . . . Mrs. Max Heppner, wife of

A

visitor in Toronto was S. C. Atkinson of Regina, Sask., vice-president of
General Films, Ltd., Canadian distributor
of 16mm releases, to confer with officials
of the Toronto office of the company.
Various

Toronto

suburban

theatres

are

conducting weekly Yo-Yo contests when
juvenile patrons at the Saturday matinees
demonstrate for prizes.

Dave

Oliver

of Gladstone,

exploitation on “Man of Conquest” during the period from June 1 to October 1.

is a

B. Jack-

Mr. Heppner of the Colonial, is leaving for
Europe . . . J. Zaitzow of Meliville, Sask.,
is in the city . . . Peggy Douglas, secretary
to George Dowbiggan of FP, is on the sick
list.
FP have opened their own advertising
department in the cinema center under
the direction of Mr. George Dowbiggan.
Sam

Empire-Universal Films, Ltd., is offering
a cash prize of $100.00 to the theatre manager in Canada who organizes the best

Man.,
G.

Krupp is acting as
sitan . . . Joe Derry of
Bijou theatres, Kenora, is
of friends to Winnipeg to
A

baby

has

been

born

Dowbiggan’s asthe Palace and
bringing a party
see the parade.
to Mrs.

Jimmy

Kerry, wife of Columbia’s shipper . . . Paul
Lambert has joined the staff of Grand
National in Winnipeg.

Allen Announces Six
GN Prints Available
Toronto — Harry J. Allen, general manager of Grand National, has announced
that arrangements have been completed
for the release in the Dominion of six recently-produced features of Grand National in the United States which he has
awaited for some weeks. A number of
prints, with advertising accessories, have
already been received and the first release was made available starting May 27.
During recent months the Grand National
offices in the Dominion have devoted their
attention to the distribution of individual
pictures including a number of foreign
language features.
Grand National pictures available for
Canada in the immediate future include
“The

Long Shot,” “Exile Express,” “Trigger Pals,” “Six-Gun Rhythm,” “Panama
Patrol” and “The Singing Cowgirl.”

T. J. Gould, manager of the Winnipeg
office of Regal films, has been elected
president of the Winnipeg Y. M. H. A.
. . . Mrs. D. V. Rosen, who was injured in
an automobile accident shortly after her
return from California, has now fully
recovered.
Nate

Rothstein is back from his honeymoon trip . . . Gordon Simmons, formerly
manager for Warner in Winnipeg, is
leaving for Calgary.

J. M. RICE & CO.
Canada
Distributors
Sound
The
All

Heads

—

Building
for DUO

— Winnipeg
SOUNDMASTER

Amplifiers

—

Two

AVay

Horn

SODDEN
VOICESystems
of the SIDVER
SCREEN
Other Theatre and Projection Equipment
and Supplies
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Canadian Drama and
Film Status Cited
Montreal — Canada’s position in the
world of films and drama is the subject
of the following engrossing review by
Donald W. Buchanan, in the Canada number of the London Times, published to coincide with the Royal visit:
“To

the mass of Canadians, to that import group the audience, which seeks and
pays for theatrical entertainment in the
hamlets, the towns, and the cities, there
is no professional drama, only the motion
pictures, and then usually but one type of
film performance, the double bill offering
of Hollywood.
“Habits change. Once, of course, stock
companies did enjoy prosperity in Canadian cities, and actors on tour from England did play to appreciative followers in
relatively small towns on the western
prairies. But that day is gone. There remains in English Canada only one stock
company, the Holden Players of Winnipeg.
In Toronto a legitimate theatre, the Royal
Alexandra, is visited by New York and
London companies. A few of these same
plays go to Montreal. On rare occasions,
as this year when Gaby Morlay appeared,
a Parisian group obtains a brief engagement in French Canada. That comprises
the extent of the professional stage. On
the other hand, as far as the cinema goes,
Canada is very much a province of the
United States, the total of British films
imported is relatively small, and even in
Quebec more American than French films
are shown.
“The decline of the professional stage
has been met partly by the development
of the amateur theatre. While the old
stock companies did give the actor a chance
to begin a career, it was through the
Hart House Theatre, Toronto, a wellequipped plant supported by funds from a
philanthropic foundation, that distinctively
Canadian plays were first produced. Those
by Merrill Dennison, “Marsh Hay” and
“Brothers in Arms,” were whole-heartedly
Canadian. In 1935, Lord Bessborough, then
governor-general of Canada, founded the
Dominion Drama Festival. Today competing groups are numerous, and a system of regional festivals has been organized. Prices are offered for the best Canadian plays. Significant is the recent
emergence of the one-act play of social
comment or protest, such as “Twenty Five
Cents,” by W. Eric Harris, and “Ebb Tide,”
by A. D. M. Fairbairn. The drama festivals stimulate an interest in the play
among Canadians who might otherwise
lose all sympathetic feeling for that medium. But whether a Canadian stage may
one day emerge from such beginnings is a
prophecy that few hazard at the moment
to make.
“Lately some venturesome souls have
suggested that Canadian life can be and
should be expressed in the cinema. The
Dominion government recently asked John
Grierson, formerly of the General Post
Office film unit in England, to report on
the possibilities of creating a full-fledged
workshop for documentary film production
in Canada. As a result, a bill has been
introduced in the Canadian Parliament
this session
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which provides
ganization under a national

for the reorfilm board of

governmental film activities. A few ambitious films, describing in broad and
imaginative terms, the life and industry
of Canada, are to be prepared.
“Production at the moment in Canada
is limited. The Dominion government
through two departments has been making
films, designed as commercial and tourist
propaganda. A series of theatrical short
films called “Canada Cameos” and a weekly output of news pictures are manufactured by Associated Screen News, Ltd., of
Montreal, Central Films, Ltd., of Victoria,
a Hollywood subsidiary, was originally established in Canada to make feature pictures that could be marketed in the United
Kingdom under the quota arrangements
governing Empire production.
“The

censorship of motion picture is altogether by provincial boards, and while
their rulings are not uniform, the conventions of censorship are in general more
strict than in the United States and Great
Britain. In British Columbia and in Ontario the boards have stated that newsreels must have a Canadian and British
content of at least 35 per cent and as a
result the various services, of news pictures, no matter where circulated throughout the Dominion, adhere closely to this
regulation.
“The companies which distribute motion
pictures in Canada have for the most part
close relationships with U. S. distributors.
The production they handle are much the
same, a few more English ones, perhaps,
but not so many more. The British films
which make their way into the United
States market and have been shown in
New York are also the ones most likely to
be widely booked and advertised in Canada.
“From time to time some theatre in a
large city experiments in showing British
films continually, but this is rare. During
a fairly typical year, 1936, Canada imported about 550 productions from the
United States, over 100 from France, but
only some 80 from Great Britain. What
has been remarkable is the gradual increase in French imports. A distributing
company with affiliations in Paris directs
this trade.
“In

the non-commercial field the circulation of British films has made more
progress, although teaching films from the

^S

A RESULT of the exceptionally
weather that Victoria has been

hot
ex-

periencing recently and the commencement of the evening baseball, softball, and
lacrosse leagues, theatre business has
slackened off considerably.
Victoria theatres are looking forward to
doing a record business during the visit of
the King and Queen at the end of the
month as thousands of people are expected to come here for the celebrations. All
the theatres will be gaily decorated with
flags and banners welcoming the royal
visitors.
Marc Prieswerck, manager of the Atlas
Theatre, is very proud of the new Nash
car that he has just purchased.
New

indirect lighting brackets of futuristic design have been installed in the
auditorium of the Capitol.

A Different Guy?
Montreal — Royal Victoria Hospital authorities are bewildered over the persistency of the rumor which was denied in
Boxoffice of May 13 that Nelson Eddy
is a patient in the Montreal Neurological
Institute.
This week the canard took on a new
gravity. It was not only reported that Mr.
Eddy had undergone a grave operation
for a brain tumor but that he had succumbed and was lying dead in the hosTelephone calls to that institution and
pital.
to newspapers and radio stations were
numbered by hundreds, keeping the lines
continuously busy to the detriment of
other duties.
Nelson Eddy, in Hollywood, received several wires from fans and telephone inquiries from newspapers, and issued a
statement expressing his annoyance at the
persistent reports of his illness and death
and stating that he was not only in good
health but had started work on a new
picture.
“I’ve had hundreds of letters of sympathy from people who have heard that
I plan to undergo an eye operation in
Montreal,” the actor said.
“In my travels, I’ve met three or four
Nelson Eddys, and maybe one of them
might be suffering an eye ailment.”
Before Eddy’s own statement came over
the wires from Hollywood, a joint statement was issued by Dr. Wilder Penfield,
director of the Neurological Institute, and
W. R. Chenoweth, superintendent of the
Royal Victoria Hospital, reiterating denial
that Eddy is in either of the hospitals and
appealing to the public to discontinue calls
as they “interfere considerably”
of the staff.

with duties

United States are more generally used.
Recently the Imperial Relations trust
gave the National Film Society of Canada
a grant to enable it to establish a special
library of educational and documentary
films from United Kingdom and Dominion
sources. Cooperating in this venture is
the powerful Canadian film committee.

“Wheels Across Africa,” the Dodge commercial travelogue film produced by Armand Denis and Leila Roosevelt and showing a journey over 42,000 miles in automobiles and trucks along primitive roads
through the Sahara Desert was the feature attraction at a recent meeting of the
Florence Nightingale and Robert McMicking Chapters, I. O. D. E., in Victoria recently. Also on the program was an eduCanada. cational film by the Figidaire Corp. of
A change of living flowers every week
in the miniature garden in the Dominion
Theatre lobby is causing much favorable
comment among the patrons.
“Union Pacific” had a fine showing at
the Capitol and drew good crowds every
night of its showing. Tieups with the
Northern Electric Railway Company and
Little and Tailor, jewellers, who tied with
Rogers’

silverware

helped
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MOST
popular newsreels at the local
cinemas were films of the arrival of
the King and Queen at Quebec, which
were rushed here by airplane the same
evening. Associated Screen News scored
heavily with these news pictures. On the
voyage across in the Empress of Australia, the King and Queen were enabled to
pass the time pleasantly during the halt
in a fog, by watching a number of Canadian shorts filmed by ASN. Known as
“Canadian Cameos” they included a skating carnival at Toronto; scenes at Banff
in the Rockies, and at Vancouver, and
beautiful film of ornamental swimming
taken in Muskoka.
Now that the fishing season is in full
swing some tall stories may he expected
from the anglers of Filmrow. So far, an
authenticated six-pound dore caught near
Lancaster, Ont., by Tom Dcnubiggin of
Paramount, holds the lead. M. Isman of
Warner, and Harry Paynter of EmpireUniversal, had less luck in the same waters,
catching only a few perch. Their visit
preceded Dowbiggin’s, and they apparently stirred the fish up for him.

worth, who appeared in the films, “Song
of Songs” and "If I Had a Million,” made
a thousand-mile motor trip to Niagara
Falls, Ont., to see her brother who was
on a visit from England. Scoffing at retirement she revealed that she plans to
return to the stage in New York, where
she appeared
ago.

in “Artist’s Model”

35 years

British newsreel companies are doomed
to lose between $20,000 and $25,000 a week
under

the new excise tax on films introduced by Sir John Simon in his budget.

The

companies affected, British Movietone, Gaumont British, British Paramount
News, Pathe Gazette and Universal News
have decided to continue in the hope that

Stresses Value of
Historical Films
Montreal — “One of the most valuable
features of historical films which adhere
as closely as possible to known historical

Louisville, Que., has a new theatre —
the Royal, owned by J. Napoleon Caron,
member of Quebec legislative assembly.

facts, and which do not distort the general picture by unwarranted imaginative

Tire Royal opened Sunday, May 14, equipped by Dominion Sound with Mirrophonic
sound, projectors, lamps, rectifier, screen
and booth accessories. The Royal seats

features,” declares S. Morgan-Powell, veteran Montreal dramatic critic, “is that
they have a definite educational value
and also a stimulating force which pictures based on pure romance can never

500, and will show French and English language pictures alternately, in double bills,
with changes twice weekly. For the first
week only French films were shown, the
opening bill being “Le Patriot”
les Martigues.”
One

of the most

privileged

and

“Titin

of exhibitors

during

the Royal visit was George Champagne of the Roxy and Auditorium, Shawinigan Falls. As a member of the Legion
of Frontiersmen, he was one of the guards
on duty at Quebec City, and so had, if not
a front seat, an unobstructed view of Their
Majesties.
Seventy-five

years

of age, Alison

Skip-

possess.
“It is definitely a good thing to present,
particularly to the younger generation, in
convincing pictorial form, pages from the
past history of any part of that Empire
to which we are proud to belong; and it
enables students to understand better the
motives that prompted certain actions, and
the factors that exercised most influence
in the lives of those most intimately concerned with the upbuilding of that Empire.
“Such interesting features as the part
played by Wellington in peace-time; the
reasons behind Parliament’s antagonism
to the Prince Consort during the greater
part of his career; the human rise of
Royalty; the hesitation that was responsible for some of the darker spots in Empire history — these and similar things are
impressed upon the mind, particularly of

"Bride" for Picket

youth,
Montreal — William Henderson, who has
been picketing the College Theatre at
Brantford, Ont., for the International Alliance of Stage Employes and Moving Picture Machine Operators for the past month
was

presented with a “bride” by the theatre management. With instructions to
keep in step with Picket Henderson, who
has walked all of 60 miles in 35-foot
stretches in front of the theatre, the

“bride,” a man
face blackened,
with a flourish.

dolled up with veil and
strutted back and forth

Theatre patrons and pedestrians, used
to seeing Henderson on his nightly jaunt,
paid little attention until the “bride”
peared on the scene.
“We’ll supply a baby buggy
another night,” John Taylor,
the theatre, declared.
BOXOFFICE
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ap-

and a baby
manager of

much more vividly, when intelligently enacted against historic backgrounds, than might well be the case,
no matter how sincere the teacher, through
the routine of the school classes.
“There

is, of course, the risk of misrepresentations, but these historic films have
been subjected of late to such searching
examination and such intensive criticism
that this risk has been reduced to a minimum; and particularly in connection with
the two magnificent pictures dealing with
the life of Queen Victoria, entitled “Victoria the Great” and “60 Glorious Years.”
There has been as close an approximation
to the known truth as the most searching
criticism could well demand. The result
is pictures that literally re-create the historic past in a manner that is fascinating
to study and is an incentive to patriotism in its highest and most unselfish form.”

a change will be made. Their total combined loss in a year under present conditions, they estimate at $1,125,000 a year.
The young bloods of Filmrow have
switched to tennis. A doubles match was
played the other evening when John Parker and Billy Murray vanquished John
Ganetakos and Gilbert Marotte, all of United Amusement. A golf foresome may find
the tables turned.

Back dividend for the quarter ended
Dec. 31, 1934, has just been declared by the
directors of Loew’s London Theatres, Ltd.
The amount is 1% per cent. It is payable
June 1 to shareholders of record May 24.
Arrangements made
by Walter S.
Thompson in charge of the Royal train
for the convenience of photographers and
motion picture camera men eclipse in
thoughtfulness anything of the kind yet
attempted. When a man is selected to
shoot film there will be no possibility of
jostling of his elbow or of a competitor
setting off a flash in front of his lens.
The best possible spot will be picked for
him, with due regard to view, lighting
and other technical details, and he will
have police protection to insure that he
will not be interrupted.
Film advertising can have its drawbacks.
The city of Great Yarmouth, England, is
protesting against the Home Office Air
Raid Precautions film, “The Warning,”
which shows enemy bombs being dropped
over

Yarmouth. The town clerk was instructed to communicate with the Home
Office in an effort to get the name of the
city deleted from the film.

Montrealers who saw “Club de Femmes”
express surprise that it has been banned
in Manitoba . . . Seizure in Montreal of the
German film, “Pour le Merite,” which was
being shown at a German club, has been
followed by a police investigation into Nazi
and Fascist activities in Quebec province.

A Sweeps

Winner

Toronto — M. A. Milligan, general manager of Paramount Film Service, Ltd., Toronto, was one of the few fortunate Canadians to hold a winning ticket in the Irish
Sweepstakes on the Derby at Epsom Downs,
drawing a non-starter which netted him
approximately $1,900 even before the race
was run.
This is the second time that the Toronto Paramount office has figured prominently among the prizewinners in an Irish
lottery. Three years ago, J. L. Hunter,
manager of the Paramount Toronto
branch, and a group of young ladies in
the office shared the award on a winning
ticket amounting to approximately $60,000,
each shareholder receiving close to $5,000.
Film exchange employes in Toronto have
been avid sweepstake enthusiasts, despite
the discouragement of the Irish draw by
police officials, and this second coup proved
to be another sensation.
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STAPLETON
fyJANAGER DON
Centre Theatre is one of the first residents of the Capital City to work in a
trip to New
Fair.

York

City

for the

World’s

After the departure of King and captain
from Ottawa, a special stage attraction
occupied the attention
atre for one day, May
of the French

at the Capitol The25, in performances

vaudeville

show,

the Frido-

linades. The screen feature, “Union Pacific,” headlined the film program for the
other days of the week.
Exhibitors encountered new opposition
on the occasion of the Royal Visit when
promoters were selling seats for private
grandstands along the route of the processions, these being booked in advance at
an average price of $5 for a spot on a
rough

plank. Still another counter-attraction was the last skating carnival of
the season at the Auditorium for two
nights when the Minto Follies presented
a colorful program on ice. This was the
latest that the winter sport palace had
ever been kept open.
Manager L. C. Mills of the Elgin Theatre has been advertising with evident
pride that the theatre is located on the
new grand approach to the Canadian War
Memorial, in connection with
premiere” of “Captain Fury.”

the

“world

Newsreel films of the Royal Visit in Ottawa were rushed by airplane to New York
for developing and distribution and prints
were back in the Capital for performances
the following afternoon, thanks to the
pooling of equipment and facilities.

Foreign Films Classified
By an Ottawa Council
Ottawa — Because

of increased

attention

to foreign-language productions in the
Dominion, a department dealing with comment and official reviews on “continental
feature films” for the guidance of educational, women’s and patriotic associations has been opened by the Canadian
Welfare Council, Ottawa, a cooperative
body operating under the blessing of the
Canadian government. The initial recommendations concern French, Italian and
Russian pictures.
Classified

as being

suitable

for adoles-

cents and adults, “Les Gens du Voyage,”
a French feature with English sub-titles,
is described as having an excellent cast
with interesting and varied settings. Francoise Rosay and Andre Brule interpret a
virile drama of circus life.
“Ave
and

Marie,” an Italian picture, is recommended for adolescents and adults only
reference is made to the fact that

Benjamin Gigli, “the world's leading tenor,”
is the star of this film which is in Italian
dialogue.
Regarding “Alexander Nevsky,” the
council’s committee reports that “Sergei
Eisenstein, the Russian writer and producer of this film, received the Order of
Lenin for making it.” Various historical
facts of the story are outlined but the production is given no patronage classification.
“Sword of Honor” is recommended for
family trade, this picture being classed as
“romantic drama.” The authentic Sandhurst scenes provide a novel and attractive background, it is stated.

“East Side of Heaven” was a legitimate
holdover for a second week at the Centre
Theatre where it played on a single bill.
Apart from the King’s visit, Ottawa
Hull enjoyed an extra holiday in the
servance of Ascension Day when the
ernment service, financial institutions
schools have a day off.

and
obgovand

■pHE day of the arrival in Canada of
Their Majesties saw very little work
done in some of the film exchanges where
the proceedings were heard
terest over the radio.

with great in-

The Capitol Theatre, Saint John, was
the scene of a colorful Revue on May 15

Nazi Film-Song Show
Cited to Government
Montreal — Attention of the Dominion
government was drawn the other day to a
series of lectures and film-showings being conducted in southern British Columbia
toy an Austrian Nazi.
Hon. Grote Stirling (Cons., Yale) making the complaint, claimed the film was
comprised chiefly of “Heil Hitler” and the
singing of ‘‘Deutschland uber alles.” He
urged that it was time for some definite
action regarding such activities “when public opinion is so aroused.”
Premier Makenzie King assured Mr. Stirling the government was “watching very
closely” such activities and the incidents
referred to had already come to the notice of the government.
The proper authorities were “taking
steps” at the present time, in a manner
considered fitting.

Changed

to "Steeplechase"

Hollywood — Warner’s “Gantry the
Great” has been changed to “Steeplechase.”
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when

The
part.

the Health Centre presented its animal show for the benefit of underprivileged children. Patricia Stamers of Maritime Film Co. was among those taking
New

Brunswick

board

has passed “Confessions of a
without making any cuts.

of censors
Nazi

Spy”

W. H. Cuzner of the Strand Theatre,
Sydney Mines, N. S., has returned home
after a trip to Halifax and Boston.
Mr.

and

Mrs.

J. V. McLaughlin

of the

Opera House, Newcastle, N. B., visited Filmrow recently for buying and booking purposes.
The Gem Theatre, Amherst,
been renamed the Strand.
C. C. Curran,
Sound Equipment,

N. S., has

manager of Dominion
Halifax, recently made

his regular business trip through
napolis Valley to Yarmouth and
Halifax.
Waldon

Nickerson,

youthful

the Anback to

owner

Q.OLFITTS is again prevalent in theatre
circles and every Wednesday afternoon
there is a foregathering of exhibitors on
one of the many links to test their skill
and maybe have a few confidential chats
on ways and means of increasing audience
attendance and reducing expenses.
Les Young and Howard Boothe can
usually be counted upon and, of course,
the McEwan boys. Bob and George, will
be there with Doug Calledine and young
Frank Boothe. Last week, Ray Castle
came over from The Island and joined the
crowd, perhaps to see what it was all
about and. as a semi- outsider, Harry
Howard was there as well. It used to be
said that British victories were won on
the cricket field, so possibly the golf links
may suggest an answer to “what
matter with motion pictures.”
Filmrow

is preparing

to decorate

is the
its front

for the Royal visit, tout when the committee went out to purchase what they required to carry out what had been planned,
they discovered shields and standard flags
were not to be had. So they revised their
scheme to fit what they could get and
have worked out an elaborate display with
bunting. Incidentally, the Mounted Police,
who have the safety of the Royal couple
in hand, gently, but firmly, put the taboo
on anyone using the exchange roof, or any
other roof, as a vantage ground from
which to view the parade.
When J. Carrol Naish, Paramount star,
passed through here, there was a lot of
scurrying around the Paramount office to
find a suitable photograph of him for use
by one of the daily papers. He did not visit
Filmrow nor say whence he came and
whither he was bound.
G. G. Baiss, of the Capitol Theatre,
Duncan, made a short stay on his way back
from a trip up the Cariboo with his wife.
He was critical of the lack of care in keeping the highway clear of large stones which,
loosened by the frost, roll down upon the
road and endanger motorists.
Howard Boothe, Dunbar
Les Young, Fraser Theatre,
Cariboo, presumably to visit
property in which they are

Theatre, and
drove up the
some mining
interested.

Willis Deweese of Deweese Theatre Enterprises has had his yacht, Moonlight
Maid,

tuned
mer season.

and

prettied up for the sum-

CBC Books Dorothy Alt
For a Summer Series
Toronto — The return to Canada from
England has taken place of Miss Dorothy
Alt, film and radio artist of Toronto, who
has been filling engagements in London
since last October, including film, television and radio work. She has been booked by the Canadian Broadcasting Corp.
for a series of broadcasts every Wednesday night, starting May 31, over the CBC
network and the Mutual System in the
United States until she returns to England
in September.

of the

Vimy Theatre, Clark’s Harbour, N. S., died
Friday, May 19, leaving a wife and young
baby.

"Kid

Caruso"

Hollywood — Warner
Beldon

to Belden
has assigned

Chas.

to script “Kid Caruso.”
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?£evlew5>
1

The City
Civic Films

(Featurette)

The Hockey Champ
RKO

(Walt Disney)

7 Mins.

There’s more comic ingenuity displayed in this subject than youTl find
in a carload of cartoons. And just
about every foot of it is good for gales
of laughter. Donald Duck is seen as
just about the fastest and fanciest thing
on ice skates. His performance is in
itself a howl to behold. Sighting his
three prankish nephews, Huey, Dewey
and Louie, who are enjoying a friendly
little hockey by themselves, Donald
proceeds

to

challenge

them — one

against three. It's a walkaway, Donald's favor. His ego overcomes Donald
and he offers to lick the stuffin's out of
the nephews, blindfolded. But that's
where the tide turns. Taking advantage of Donald's obstacle, the nephews
and the animators pull out the screamingest pack of tricks seen in many a
hockey season.

20 Mins.

This is one of those typically lavish,
Technicolor, eye-filling, over-crowded,
“anything for a laugh” efforts. For all its
length, there are but a few bright spots.
Its chief attraction is a flock of beautiful
girls and the colorful costumes that adorn
them. All the business takes place backstage, where a couple of whacky incidents
are unloosed because a director can’t make
his mind up. Every time he changes the
script it causes a small-scale earthquake,
but the “yes-men” are right on hand to
see that he gets his way, rather tragically.

(Music Hall Vanities) • 10 Mins.

Starring Nick Lucas and Vince Barnett,
this is a better than average one-reel
musical. Lucas and Barnett are song composers whose problem is to get the boss
to listen to their latest song, “The Great
American Home.” Lucas does the vocal on
this one ably supported by the Mullen
sisters. Jean Walters puts over nicely,
“I’m a Very, Very Private Secretary.”
BOXOFFICE

program.

Gals and Gallons
Universal

(Mentone

Brevity)

16 V2 Mins.

Save for the brief appearance of Jan
Peerce, distinguished tenor, this variety
subject is indifferent. Peerce sings two
short numbers, East & Dumke try some
unfunny business as gas station proprietors who would bolster business with entertainment; Rita Rio and her orchestra,
particularly Miss Rio, exhibit some misplaced sense of rhythm; Deneet & Dae
perform a dance with drumsticks, and
Pansy the horse, a usually clever act, is
lost in the shuffle.

Tuesday,

May

16

^ Movie grain
Nevvs, fire;
No. 71:
Kingand Queen
Chicago
Polish
corridor;
coal leave;
peace
signed; Mrs. Elias Compton; fashions; Lew Lehr;
and
diving.
the Preakness;
canoeing; Chicago Golden Gloves
News of the Day, No. 269: Chicago grain fire;
King and Queen
leave; Poland answers Nazis;
Taylor-Stanwyck wedding; diving; Chicago Golden gloves; and the Preakness.

M-G-M

(Robert Benchley)

9 Mins.

Any adult who has found himself in the
position of shopping for toys for Junior
and winding up by playing with the toys
himself, will want to see this laugh-fest
again and again. It’s Bob Benchley at
his best. After the salesman has had a
picnic showing Benchley how a magic set
works, the proud papa takes it home to
try it on Junior. But Junior is one of these
“I’m from Missouri” kids. What his papa
contrives to do to satisfy his offspring,
especially when trick after trick fails to
come off, is something to be seen — not
written about. See it yourself and then
give your patrons the same privilege.

Yankee Doodle Home
Columbia

a thrill and there are plenty of racing
motors in this short. The subject covers
racing in Europe and the United States.
Abroad, the big events are races conducted
over pretzel-like country roads. There are
scenes of the big annual events in France,
Germany, Tripoli and Africa. Returning to
the United States, the camera follows the
daredevils of the dirt tracks to the brick
speedway at Indianapolis. It concludes
with a brief compilation of notable crackups. Just the right dose of action for any

NEWSREELS

Dark Magic

Quiet Please
Vitaphone

RKO
(Sportscope)
9 Mins.
A sound of a racing motor always carries

44 Mins.

Employing searing extremes to emphasize the need for better home planning,
this superb documentary deserves the support of civic-minded persons in all walks
of life. Technically, the subject represents
the ultimate in construction, photography,
cutting and music. Fortunately, with as
sordid a theme, the producers have not
overlooked humor. It comes in broad
strokes, even though tinged with irony.
When it is all over, there is a vise-like
conviction that ignorance and short-sightedness have dealt a stunning blow to future generations of the working masses
unless this is not at once corrected with
new, orderly, planned communities and
the remolding of our present cities.
“Year by year our cities grow more complex and less fit for living. The age of
rebuilding is here.” This is the premise
on which the subject was conceived. And
to prove its case, the producers have assembled a flood of brilliant pictorial contrasts, set to a distinguished musical score,
patterned in moods that evoke sympathy
for poverty-stricken workers and their
children and left to hang with: “Progress
doesn’t make sense with this.” But the
producers show the other side, too; with
scenes of clean, airy, suburban communities— designed with forethought for future
generations.
Made possible by a grant from the Carnegie Corporation of New York, the film
was photographed and directed by Ralph
Steiner and Williard Van Dyke, with an
original outline by Pare Lorentz. Production was supervised by Oscar Serlin, assisted by Henwar Rodakiewicz, who also
wrote the scenario. Music is by Aaron
Copland, with Max Goberman the musical
conductor. Film editor is Theodore Lawrence and Morris Camovsky the narrator.

Devil Drivers

Musical Mountaineers
Paramount

(Betty Boop)

7 Mins.

Meagre cartoon fare that has little in
the way of humor. Betty is enjoying herself on a farm until she decides to get rid
of the scarecrow. When she does, all the
crows descend on the farm and house.
Pudgy points out that she should put on
the scarecrow’s clothes. It works.

Paramount
News, No. 82: Iran royalty weds;
new
Italian provinces; Michigan
tulip festival;
Taylor-Stanwyck
wedding;
moral
rearmanent
meeting; Pacific fleet returns; the Royal voyage;
and the Preakness.
RKO
Pathe News, No. 86: Chicago grain fire;
Putnam
reports abduction; coal peace signed;
Iran royalty weds; Mrs. Elias Compton;
Poland
answers Nazis; and the Preakness.
Universal Newsreel, No. 771: King and Queen
leave; Chicago grain fire; French revolution celebrated; DeValera aide arrives in U. S. ; Eucharistic Congress in North Africa; Iran royalty weds;
Michigan tulip festival; champion divers; and the
Preakness.
Thursday,

May

18

Movietone News, No. 72: Canada
Queen; troops in Harlan; Oregon
machine
for fighting forest
fashions; bicycle racing; la
and swimming.

hails King
log drive;

and
new

fires; World’s Fair;
crosse; boat racing;

News of the Day, No. 270: Canada
hails King
and Queen; troops in Harlan; Atlantic fleet sails;
Snite
sails;
All-Irish
football
tilt;
and
Wellesley
oarmaids.
Paramount
News, No. 83: Stamp plan for surplus food; Snite sails; new machine for fighting
forest fires; troops in Harlan; and Canada hails
royalty.
RKO
Pathe News, No. 87: Canada
hails King
and Queen; troops in Harlan; magic of Lucite;
stamp plan for surplus food; loggers start drive;
and All-Irish football tilt.
Universal Newsreel, No. 772: Canada hails King
and Queen; troops in Harlan; loggers start drive;
roads of tomorrow;
British army
cycle aces;
government
fights
maid” of 1939; and

cricket plague; “Miss Milkthe Wellesley oarmaids.
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A. J. Gehrmann,
wood, Wis.

BAR 20 JUSTICE (Para)
Nothing different. I believe if I were director I would have less shooting. It is too
unreal to just keep shooting and let a man
run and find a rock to sit behind. No extra

IN OLD

JANE

c

D

patrons got full money’s worth — which means
they will be back again — and soon. Mon.,
Tues. Weather: Warm-rain. Admission: 4030. General patronage. Population: 3,500.
Capacity: 562.- — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.
DUKE OF WEST POINT (UA)
Good story dealing with our military
school that contains sufficient action for
those who look for it and humor seasoned
with

a

few heart tugs. Pleasant entertainment. Fri., Sat. Weather: Rain. Admission:
30c top. Neighborhood patronage. Population: 1,965,000. Capacity: 800. — Frank Glenn,
Renel Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

F
FRONTIER SCOUT (GN)
Picture was far below

.

average

for GN.

In Touch—
A favorite indoor occupation of Pearce
ParJchurst, manager of the State Theatre at Torrington, Conn. He is an active contributor to “ The Exhibitor Has
His Say.”

G

GUNGA
A

DIN (RKO)

big show

and

big entertainment.

H
HONOLULU
A Honey

(M-G-M)
with a capital H.

J

KENTUCKY (20th-Fox)
Audience reaction best of any picture since
"Alexander's Ragtime Band." Top business
for this, time of year. Wednesday. Admission:
30-15. Rural and small town patronage.
Population: 1,800. Capacity: 242. — G. B.
Woodbury, Bethel Theatre, Bethel, Vt.

L
LITTLE PRINCESS, THE (20th-Fox)
Better than her (Shirley Temple) two last
ones and drew a little better, but only average business at that. We think this little lady
is lost as a boxoffice star. She needs still
better support. Noticed a good many of our
regulars missing. But some said they liked
it, that they thought they had seen enough
of her. Sun., Mon. Weather: Good. Admission: 30-10. Rural patronage. Population:
Ho

Th
Mo
Ho
Ida
ea
me
un
me
.
tr
,
ta
e
LITTLE PRINCESS,
THE
(20th-Fox)
in
,
Really fine picture in Technicolor, but it
failed to draw. Wed., Thur. Weather: Good.
Admission: 20-10. Neighborhood patronage.
Population: 2,000. Capacity: 265. — E. M. Freiburger. Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.
LONE WOLF SPY HUNT (Col)
With so many gangster pictures nowadays,
I was afraid of this title, but it was good entertainment with lots of laughs. Friday. Rural and small town patronage. — Harold C.
Allison, White Cloud Theatre, White Cloud,
Mich.

BOXOFFICE

pa

M

(WB)

Step
on it.
Ca
pa
ci
Eleanor Powell's best picture. Business
ty
good. Mon., Tues. Weather: Fair. Admis:3
45.
LOVE AFFAIR (RKO)
sion: 25-15-10. Small town patronage. Popu—
lation: 2,500. Capacity: 350. — H. S. Johnson, S. L. Screened this for a good cross-section of
Pal Theatre, Millen, Ga.
Ge
theatre
patrons — two high school girls, two
or
ge
,M
high school
teachers, banker and wife, teleI
o
phone
un operator, depot agent, three young
t
farmers. Theai picture seemed to please and
I AM A CRIMINAL (Mono)
n
entertain all of them, which indicates a boxThis young company is releasing some
office show. It will pay exhibitors to step
fair product, but they need stars to pull them
on with advertising and overcome the not too
in. Too bad they choose gangster stories
good title. Rural patronage. Population:
for their top bracket pictures. From a boxoffice angle this one not worth what it cost
S. D.
Ar
lin
gto
us. Only fair draw, but well produced.
li
nT
ng M
hea
Thur., Fri. Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-15to
tre
n,
,
10. Family patronage. Population: 63,000.
MEN WITH WINGS
(Para)
Capacity: 800. — J. B. Stine, Garfield TheaFair picture, not a special. Business below
tre, Terre Haute, Ind.
normal. Color not so good. Sure was disappointed in drawing power. Sun., Mon.,
IDIOT'S DELIGHT (M-G-M)
Did fair business under extremely bad
Tues. Weather: Fine. Admission: 25-15-10.
weather and road conditions. Mon., Tues.
Small town patronage. Population: 1,400.
Weather: Bad. Admission: 25-10. Rural patCapacity: 300. — Lester Meyer, Strand Theatre, Chillicothe, Tex.
ronage. Population: 750. Capacity: 276. —

Ca
,

Title

doesn't sell so well to folks who don’t know
Kipling and there are a lot of them in the
hinterland. Sunday. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25. Agricultural and mining patronage.
Population: 4,500. Capacity: 600.— Don Ballard, Lyric and Sherman theatres, Sullivan,
Ind.
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rge

ARDEN

K

Slow moving all through and poor attempts
at comedy made it worse. To top this off
we had the worst print we ever had. Wed.,
Thurs. Weather: Good. Admission: 15-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 23,000.
Capacity: 778. — George S. Ellis, American
Theatre, E. Liverpool, Ohio.
Ho
Ida
me .
.
,

DARK RAPTURE (Univ)
0
Well
made. Very interesting. Photography above average. Audience reaction very
good. Thursday. Weather Fair. Admission:
25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 5,300.
Capacity: 546. — Don Ballard, Lyric Theatre,
Sullivan, Ind.
DODGE CITY (WB)
The Brothers Warner can take due pride
and credit for turning
out a real piece of
.
entertainment. Business with this attraction
was robust, its comments complimentary, and

(Para)

Played on Movie Quiz night and pleased
majority, but just so much celluloid to the
picture fans. Tues., Wed. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 450.— Jack Wright,
Strand Theatre, Bastrop, Tex.

Another cluck from Paramount. Didn't gross
one-half of film rental. Small town patronage. Capacity: 200. — J. Foster Bailey, New
Theatre, Coffeyville, Miss.

tain
The
Mou
atr
Home
nta
in
CH
0
(20 e,
EC
thKE Withers good
Fox as always. Played midJane
RweekS to average ) crowd. Weather: Good.
Admission: 35-15. General patronage. Population: 600. Capacity: 286. — H. H. Homer,
Rialto Theatre, Cheyenne Wells, Colo.

MEXICO

Up to Cassidy average, and as usual,
pleased. Saturday. Admission: 25-10. Weather: Fair. General patronage. Population:
1,900. Capacity: 450. — Jack Wright, Strand
Theatre, Bastrop, Tex.

(Para)

CAFE SOCIETY (Para)
This held great promise, but was so talky
that it bogged down. Most of our crowd
0
was only mildly entertained. The best comment heard was that the fashions were nice.
This from a woman, of course. Business was
up to average. Friday. Weather: Warm.
Admission: 40-30. General patronage. Pop0
ulation: 3,500. Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va
CHARLIE CHAN IN HONOLULU (20th-Fox)
About an average Chan picture. Toler does
well in characterization. Picture moves along
with considerable 0
action and comedy. We
have yet to show a profit on one of this
series. Fri., Sat. Weather: Stormy. Admission: 30-10. Rural patronage. Population:

Green-

many like this. Didn't draw and didn't
please. Tue., Wed., Thur. Weather: Good.
Admission: 20-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 1,500. Capacity: 224. — F. M. Baker,
Best Theatre, Handley, Tex.

BLONDIE (Col)
This was a fairly clever comedy which was
not quite strong enough for preferred playing time. Brought out a fair quota of laughs
but did not register too heavily at the wicket.
Thur., Fri., Sat. Population: 1,300. Capacity:
200. — Elise Morgan, Melodian Theatre, Cheney, Wash.
TROUBLE

Theatre,

IDIOT'S DELIGHT (M-G-M)
This one has had all its vitality extracted. Even Clark Gable can't survive

draw picture. Fair. Fri., Sat. Admission: 2010, Small town patronage. Population: 700.
Capacity: 200. — C. A. Kelley, Rex Theatre,
Custer City, Okla.

BOY

Parkway

ci

t

:: May

27, 1939

MEN

WITH

WINGS

(Para)

This is one aviation picture that will please
any type of audience. Very good color and
was a very good draw here. (Andy) Devine
drew the laughs. Fri., Sat. Weather:
Cool. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage.
Capacity: 175. — R. A. Moore, State Theatre,
Clarence, la.

MEXICALI

ROSE

(Rep)

Good western, but it takes Smiley Burnette to put it over. Play it. Business off
for some unknown reason. Fri., Sat. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. —
Charles F. Dearman, Fox Theatre, Smithville, Tenn.

o
. . . ONE-THIRD

OF A NATION

. . . (Para)

This carried a good idea, preached for a
worthy cause, but wound up on the financial side pretty weak entertainment. This
one did everything but move. The technical
handicaps of the Astoria studio must be
great. Business, held to a normal figure,
thanks to tourist trade which gave us 75 per
cent of our gross on it. Wednesday. Weather: Rain and warm. Admission: 40-30. General patronage. Population: 3,500. Capacity:
562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre,
Williamsburg, Va.

P
PRIDE OF THE WEST

s
BLUES

(Para)

Played to full house, but patrons divided
in opinion as to merit. Sunday. Admission:
30-15. Rural and small town patronage.
Population: 1,800. Capacity: 242. — G. B.
Woodbury, Bethel Theatre, Bethel, Vt.

SHARPSHOOTERS

T

(Col) Serial

Have only played one chapter, but it's the
best I've seen for some time. Crowd went
for it. Saturday. Weather Rain. Admission:
25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 1,500.
— C. W. Ritenour, Milford Theatre, Milford,

111.

STAND

UP AND

FIGHT

(M-G-M)

A swell sbow. Good cast, nice story, plenty
of ACTION, but for some reason it died after
the first night. Sun., Mon., Tues. Weather:
Cool. Admission: 25-15-10. Rural patronage.
Population: 600. Capacity: 230. — W.
O.
Woody, Stockton Theatre, Stockton, Mo.

STRAIGHT,

PLACE

AND

SHOW

(20th-Fox)

No good. Ritz Bros, washed up. Failed to
make film rental. Would recommend it for
small towns. Wed., Thur. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 30-15. Rural patronage. Population: 1,800. Capacity: 500. — Harland Rankin,
Plaza Theatre, Tilbury, Ont.

SUNDOWN

ON THE PRAIRIE (Mono)

Not Ritter's best. His singing is fair but
he must have peppier songs. Those ballads
are too slow. I would say average film fare.
Thur., Fri. Weather: Good. Admission: 15-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 12,000.
Capacity: 500. — H. L. Stolzman, Eagle Theatre, Austin, Minn.

SUEZ
(Para)

This is an extra good western and it certainly pleases the public, especially the farmer trade and is better than some so-called
specials. Fri., Sat. Weather: Cool. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population:
1,028. Capacity: 200. — J. T. Spangler, Beaver
Theatre, Beaver, Okla.

ST. LOUIS

SPIDER'S WEB

(20th-Fox)

A very good picture with many excellent
shots. Many good comments. Did good business at boxoffice. Sun., Mon. Weather: Clear.
Admission: 35-15. General patronage. Population: 600. Capacity: 286. — H. H. Homer,
Rialto Theatre, Cheyenne Wells, Colo.

SWEETHEARTS

(M-G-M)

Very good but not a good boxoffice draw.
Fri., Sat. Weather: Snow. Admission: 35-15.
Country patronage. Population: 1,500. Capacity: 240. — Earl R. Allen, Worcester Theatre,
Worcester, N. Y.

ON. HARVEST

MOON

SKY GIANT

(RKO)

Halifax

in "Guns, in the Dark." John has always been boxoffice for us. More power to
him. Sun., Mon. Weather: Good. Admission: 15-10. Small town patronage. Population: 12,000. Capacity: 500. — H. L. Stolzman, Eagle Theatre, Austin, Minn.

SON

OF FRANKENSTEIN

(Univ)

For my trade horror pictures went out of
style with the Model T Fords. Our 50 customers were more afraid of being in the theatre
with so little company than the picture.
Tues., Wed. Weather: Clear. Admission: 30c
top. Neighborhood patronage. Population:
1 ,965,000. Capacity: 800. — Frank Glenn, Renel
Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

SONS

OF THE LEGION

(Para)

This is a fine show with a background of
strong patriotism. At times acting unconvincing. Attendance small. Wednesday. Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-10. Rural, small town
patronage. Population 750. Capacity 250. —
Raymond Johnson, Colton Theatre, Colton,
S. D.

BOXOFFICE
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THANKS

(Para)

FOR

THE MEMORY

(Para)

What a mistake we made when we gave
this one Sunday playing time. Business was
terrible and no wonder. A draggy picture
without any sense to it and the actors in it
act about as inspired as wooden Indians.
Sun., Mon. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 700. — W. D. Rasmussen, Tivoli Theatre, LeRoy, Minn.

THERE'S

THAT

WOMAN

AGAIN

(Col)

Good but not outstanding. Good for midweek but not big enough for Sun. -Mon -Tue.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-20-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 1,500. Capacity:
370. — F. D. Morris, Meade Theatre, Meade,
Kas.

THEY

MADE

ME A CRIMINAL

John Garfield head

(WB)

and shoulders

above

a

fine supporting cast. Did 150 per cent business in spite of dwindling prestige of criminal pictures,. Don't overlook this new star.
Sun., Mon. Weather: Good. Admission: 2010. Small town patronage. Population: 1,500.
Capacity: 224. — F. M. Baker, Best Theatre,
Handley, Tex.

THEY

MADE

ME

No

draw.

Patrons

A CRIMINAL

(WB)

tired of gang

pictures.

Thur., Fri. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-1510. Small town patronage. Population: 2,500
Capacity:
Millen,
Ga. 350. — H. S. Johnson, Pal Theatre,

TOPPER

SMART

GIRLS GROW

UP (Univ)

The Best Address in Hollywood . . .
Ideally located in every respect . . .
ters.

business and shopping
. . just two minutes

cenfrom

Hollywood's new radio city ... an
easy distance to the beaches and
every motion picture studio in town.
Hotel or housekeeping rooms . . .
Twenty-four hour telephone
. . Maid service.

A TRIP (UA)
and

all good.

Majority

enjoyed it more than "Topper." Thur., Fri.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. General
patronage. Population: 1,800. Capacity: 200.
•— Jack Wright, Strand Theatre, Bastrop, Tex.

The Most Convenient

near

TAKES

Lots of comment

The Most Comfortable

A grand picture for action fans, though a
little on the heavy side. The picture went
over good. Doubled this with Johnny Mack
Brown

FOR THE MEMORY

I'm not thanking anybody for the memory
of this one, because it lost money. A few
of the few who came, however, thought it
real cute. Thur., Fri. Small town patronage.
Capacity: 200. — J. Foster Bailey, New Theatre, Coffeyville, Miss.

theatre. The lack of other ''names” in the
cas.t to help Deanna on the draw probably
held down receipts. Business was slightly
below par in comparison with other films in
this Universal series. Wed., Thur. Weather:
Clear, warm. Admission: 40-30-10. General
patronage. Population: 3,500. Capacity: 562.
•— Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre,
Williamsburg, Va.

(Rep)
us more like
on Lula Belle.
Sat. Weather:
town patronC. Vantrease,

THANKS

Real boxoffice material. This does not
quite match the preceding Durbin films, but
it is still good enough for top booking in any

(20th-Fox)

Extra good western. Give
this one. Lots of compliments
Business above average. Fri.,
Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small
age. Population: 10,214. — R.
Rex Theatre, Watertown, Tenn.

Another natural from Fox. Drew above
average and pleased 100 per cent. Thur.,
Fri. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity:
450.
Tex. — Jack Wright, Strand Theatre, Bastrop,

THREE

Just a little something whipped together
while studio force was, out to lunch. No dice.
Fri., Sat. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10.
Rural patronage. Population: 1,100. Capacity: 250.,— H. H. Thomas, DeLuxe Theatre,
Kingsley, la.

SHINE

TAIL SPIN (20th-Fox)

service

Daily Rate From $2.50
Monthly Rates From $45
6376 YUCCA

HOLLYWOOD

TRADE

WINDS

(UA)

Not much here. Some laughs but mainly
boy chases girl, and any other girl who
crosses "Hawkshaw" March's path. Tuesday.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 25. Agricultural
and mining patronage. Population: 4,500.
Capacity: 600. — Don Ballard, Lyric and Sherman theatres, Sullivan, Ind.

w
WESTERN

JAMBOREE

(Rep)

This boy Autry is the answer for a sick
boxoffice. Very enjoyable. Business fine.
Fri., Sat. Weather: Fair. Admission: 30-15.
Rural patronage. Pooulation: 1,800. Capacity: 500. — Harland Rankin, Plaza Theatre,
Tilbury, Ont.

WESTERN

JAMBOREE

(Rep)

This is not one of Autry's best pictures
and somehow the public knew it. Business
below

average. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 1,300. Capacity: 250. —
A. N. Miles, Eminence Theatre, Eminence, Ky.
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PRACTICAL

Prinled Novelties in
Pasadena Practical
Pasadena,

Cal. — Printed

novelties

were

ft

In publicizing Disney’s “The Practical
Pig,” transparent envelopes with small
green pigs enclosed were passed out with
the following copy imprinted: “Here’s
the impractical pig who has turned green
with envy since his younger brother, ‘The
Practical Pig,’ has been made into a star.”
Meyer ballyhooed “Goofy and Wilbur”
by handing out small cards to which was
attached a rubber dagger. The copy on
the card read: “This will slay you — we
mean if you don’t get the biggest laugh
you have had in years when you meet Disney’s new star, Wilbur the Grasshopper.”
With Father’s
for selling the
local merchants
as the “Typical

Day, June 18, a good idea
Hardy pictures is to get
to nominate Lewis Stone
American Father.”

MAKE 2c EXTRA
ON EVERY ADMISSION
UP TO $100

EXTRA

PROFIT PER WEEK

You Should Average 2c Worth
of Popcorn to Every Admission
Owners who are money-wise are swelling: their
box-office receipts with the handsome
profits
from an ADVANCE
Popcorn Machine. You, too,
migrht just as well be making: $40, $50, $60 —
even $100 — extra a week as others do. Figure
out what you will make
on the basis of your
weekly receipts.

Conn. — The

most

novel

All
Sizes
from

This Week

Magazine

Tieup

Juarez
for ",has
Arranged
New York — Warner
arranged"

a large

national tieup for “Juarez” with the trade
contact division of This Week magazine.
A number of luncheons have been held in
many cities where representatives of This
Week outlined the advertising campaign
to the company’s district and branch managers and salesmen in addition to leading exhibitors.
A complete breakdown of the advertising
campaign, in regard to territories and the
number of families reached by it, was
given. As a result, the information will
be relayed to exhibitors who will be able
to capitalize on the campaign in magazines with a total reader circulation of
perhaps 100,000,000.
The ads have been timed to break as
near the June 10 release date as possible.
This Week copy breaks in the June 4 issue; the American Weekly on June 11;
Cosmopolitan on June 1; Redbook on June
5; Look on June 6 and Life on June 9.

Philadelphia — Allied Productions

Easy

$96.50
UP

WHY
Write

PAY
for Free

Terms

MORE?
Catalog.

ADVANCE

MFC. CO.

fl 6334 St. Louis Ave., ST. LOUIS, MO.
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SHOWMEN

ex-

Allied Productions Tieup
For Film Talent Quest

Simple and easy to run —
more
efficient — pop
more
corn — and
produce
more
business than out-of-date
machines

PRACTICAL

ploitation stunt ever attempted here was
in connection with “Only Angels Have
Wings” and drew nearly 100 aviators to the
Loew-Poli Theatre. The stunt, handled by
the theatre and the Bridgeport Flying
Service, Inc., included a breakfast at the
Hotel Stratfield followed by a preview of
the film at the Loew-Poli. Only aviators
who flew into the city for the event were
guests at the breakfast and screening.
Invitations were sent to owners of airplanes and posted on airport bulletin
boards for miles around. The planes were
due to land at the Bridgeport Municipal
airport at 9 a. m. Sunday. An automobile
parade to the hotel followed and the
screening was held after the meal.
The idea was conceived by Acting Manager Jack Sidney of the Loew-Poli and he
was aided by Otto Esposito of theatre,
Horace D. Strong, airport manager, and
Dr. Joseph L. Levy, president of the
Bridgeport Flying Service.

Investigate With An Open^Mind.
Get the facts . . . see what
an
ADVANCE
Machine
will do for you. These fine
new
Popcorn
Machines,
with lights, color and motion, draw trade and get
profits . . . 70c profits on
every dollar!

BY

'Only Angels Have Wings'
Stunt Draws Aviators
Bridgeport,

used to attract attention for both features
and short subjects playing at the United
Artists by Manager Stan Meyer.
For “Dodge City” Meyer distributed a
small card with a large safety pin. The
copy read: “Safety in Entertainment.
Motion pictures come out of their swaddling clothes . .
On another card was
attached a small rooster with this copy:
“We’re proud as the cock-of-the-walk because we have something to crow about

IDEAS

will in-

troduce an unusual production stunt soon
in the form of talent quest among film
fans who want to appear in a full-length
feature.
The first feature of a contemplated
series is “The Lure of Hollywood.” A talent
scout will accompany the film to theatres
and will audition hopeful amateurs gathered together by the theatre’s publicity
campaign. The best 12 in the whole state
will be picked for small parts in the next
film.
The country has been divided into 24
districts, and the same procedure will be

" Marathoners " —

Lou Brown and Al Longo, Loew public st , “ entered ” this pair in Boston’s
long-distance derby. Driven ten miles
from the finish line, they hoofed half
a mile. The procedure was repeated,
but not until the end. Two years ago
a Metro “entrant” crossed the line,
was announced as the winner. There
was some talk of murder.

Making It Oilicial
Oklahoma

City — Standard

theatre

men

went out and really endorsed one of their
films when a two-column advertisement
containing pictures and quote endorsements of Walter B. Shuttee, general
manager; E. A. Patchen, advertising manager; Jim Burge, manager Criterion; Spence
Pierce, manager Midwest, and Bert Turgeon, booker, were all presented endorsing
“Calling Dr. Kildare.”

Bankers Cooperate
New

York — M-G-M’s

short, “Money

to

Loan,” dealing with the loan shark evil
has plenty of possibilities for strong exploitation. For example, Ernest Van Pelt
received confirmation from the California
Bankers Ass’n of its intention to circularize the 1,250 members in the state on the
advisability of cooperation with local theatres.

followed in each. The body of the film
contemplated will be the same for the
whole country, with professional actors
taking the lead parts; but small parts of
the film will be recast 24 times to get in
all the local talent.
The company also has a tieup with stock
producers and model agencies to place
talent not suitable for the screen.
BOXOFFICE
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Alphabetical Index TO THESooki
GUIDE

This Index is designed as a time saving guide ior exhibitors who
know the title of a feature, but do not recall the producer or distributor. All features listed here appear in the BOOKING CHART
in release week squares alongside the proper company headings. The date following title is issue of review. Number at end
of line is production number.
A
Across the Plains (Mono)
3855
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(M-G-M)
Feb. 18
923
Adventures of Jane Arden
(WB) Feb. 18
331
Almost a Gentleman (RKO)
Mar. 11
920
Ambush
(Para) Jan. 21
3820
Arizona Lesion (RKO) Jan. 14.. 982
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)
Nov. 12
Asking: for Trouble (GB)
Awful Truth (Col)

929
8012

B
Back Door to Heaven (Para)
Apr. 15
3833
Beachcomber, The (Para) Dec. 3.3863
Beauty for the Asking: (RKO)
Jan. 28
915
Big Town Czar (Dniv) Apr. 22 3018
Blackwell’s Island (FN) Mar.
Blind Alley (Col) Apr. 29
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Mar. 4
Blue Montana Skies (Rep) May

4

Burn ’Em
Jan. 14

Dp

O’Connor

6.844

3831

(M-G-M)

919

C
Cafe Society (Para) Feb.
California Frontier (Col)
Dec. 24

11

8206
932

Dec. 24
in Reno

(20th-Fox)
Chasing: Danger
Jan. 7
Christmas Carol,
Dec. 17

928
948

(20th-Fox)
A

941

(M-G-M)

917

Climbing: High (20th-Fox)
Apr. 22
Code of the Secret Service (FN)
May 13
Code of the Streets (Dniv)
Jan. 28
Confessions of Nazi Spy (FN)
Apr. 29
Convict’s
Crashing:

Code (Mono) Feb.
Through
(GN)

D

8012
374
3019
353

18.3822
327

Dark
Victory (FN) Mar. 11... 354
Dawn Patrol (WB) Dec. 24
303
Disbarred (Para) Jan. 14
3818
Dodge City ( WB)
Apr. 8
304
Down on the Farm
(20th-Fox)
Oct. 15
920
Down
the Wyoming
Trail
(Mono)
3864
Dramatic School (M-G-M)
Dec. 15
915
Drifting Westward
(Mono)
Mar. 25
3854
Duke of West Point (DA) Dec. 24

E
East Side of Heaven
Apr. 15
Everybody’s
Dec. 3

Baby

(Dniv)
3006
(20th-Fox)

Ex-Champ
(Dniv) May 20
Exile Express (GN) Feb. 18

F

935
3010
301

Fast and Doose (M-G-M) Feb. 18. 924
Family Next Door (Dniv)
Apr. 15
3020
Federal Man-Hunt
(Rep)
Jan. 14
820
Fighting Thoroughbreds (Rep)
Jan. 21
808
First Offenders (Col) Mar. 11.. 9030
Fisherman’s Wharf (RKO)
Feb. 4
844
Five Came Back (RKO)
Fixer Dugan
(RKO)
Apr. 29... 922
Flying Irishman (RKO)
Mar. 11
919
For Dove or Money
(Dniv)
3030
May
13

BOXOFFICE

:: May

15

921
854

Frontiers of ’49 (Col) Mar. 11... 9212
Frontiersman (Para) Nov. 26.... 3856

G
Gambling Ship (Dniv) Dee. 24. .3023
Ghost Town
Riders (Dniv)
3054
Girl and the Gambler (RKO) . . 926
Girl Downstairs (M-G-M) Dec. 31 916
Girl From
Brooklyn (20th-Fox) . 951
Girl From
Mexico (RKO)
Girl From
Nowhere
(Mono)....
Going Places (FN) Dec. 24
359
Good Girls Go to Paris (Col) . .
Grade Allen Murder Case (Para)
May
13
3839
Grand Jury Secrets (Para)
May 20
Great Man
Gunga Din

Votes (RKO)
Jan.
(RKO)
Jan. 28

3842
14 913
912

Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
Apr. 22
934
Harlem Rides the Range (Sack)
Heart of tile North (FN) Dee. 17 362
Heritage of the Desert (Para)
Mar. 25
3843
Home
on the Prairie (Rep)
Feb. 18
842
Homicide Bureau (Col) Feb. 11.9035
Honolulu (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
922
Honor of the West (Dniv)
3055
Hotel Imperial (Para) Apr.
Hound of the Baskervilles
(20th-Fox) Apr. 1
House of Fear (Dniv)

27, 1939

22.-3836
930

May

20. .

I

3826

Callinff Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Apr. 29
Captain Fury (DA) May 13
Charlie Chan In Honolulu
(20th-Fox)
Charlie Chan

Apr.

823

H

Boy Friend (20th-Fox) May 13.. 943
Boy Slaves (RKO)
Jan. 21
911
Boy Trouble (Para) Feb. 4
3824
Boys Reformatory (Mono) May 6 3820
Bridal Suite (M-G-M)
937
Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Apr. 8
931
Bronze Buckaroo (Sack) Jan. 7.
Bulldog: Drummond’s
Secret
Police (Para) Apr. 8

Forged Passport (Rep) Feb. 11..
Four Girls in White (M-G-M)
Jan. 21
Frontier Pony Express (Rep)

I Am
a Criminal (Mono) Dec. 3.3812
I’m From Missouri (Para)
Mar. 25
3830
I Was a Convict (Rep) Feb. 25. 824
Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Mar. 11
925
Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)
Feb.
Inside Information
(Dniv)

4.

920

950
World

(M-G-M)
936

I

Jesse James (20lh-Fox) Jan.
Jones Family in Hollywood
(20th-Fox)
Juarez (WB)
Apr. 29

21..

921
946
301

K

Kentucky
(20th-Fox) Dec. 24... 923
Kid From
Kokomo
(FN)
363
Kid From Texas (M-G-M) Apr. 8 929
King of Chinatown (Para)
Mar. 11
3827
King of the Turf (DA) Feb. 18
King of the Dnderworld (WB)
Jan. 14

317

Dady and the Mob (Col) Mar. 11.9013
Dady’s From
Kentucky, The
(Para) Apr. 15
3834
Dast Warning
(Dniv) Dec. 10... 3027
Daw
Comes to Texas (Col)
9214
Det Freedom
Ring (M-G-M)
Feb. 25
926
Det Ds Dive (Col) Feb. 18
Dittle Pal (Mono)
Dittle Princess (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
Done Star Pioneers (Col)
Apr. 15
Done Wolf Spy Hunt (Col)
Jan. 28
Dong Shot (GN) Dec. 31
Dost Horizon (Col) reissue
Dost Patrol (RKO)
Dove Affair (RKO)
Mar. 18
Ducky

Night

Made for Each
Feb. 11

(M-G-M)

M

Other

May

6...

9007
3828
932
9213
9014
313

916
933

(DA)

Maisie (M-G-M)
Man
From
Sundown
(Col)
Man of Conquest (Rep) Apr. 15. .
Man Who
Dared (FN) Apr. 8...

801
375

(ISep)

Apr.

1

843
3828
29.9027
926
937
9029

My Wife’s Relatives (Rep)
Mar. 11
810
Mysterious Miss X (Rep) Jan. 21 809
Mystery of Mr. Wong
(Mono)
Mar. 18
3806
Mystery of the White Room
(Dniv) Apr. 1
3037
Mystery Plane (Mono) Mar. 4.... 3809

N
Nancy
Jan.
Nancy

Drew,
28

Reporter

(FN)
372

Drew,

Trouble

Shooter

(WB)
324
Navy Secrets (Mono) Feb. 18... 3805
Never Say Die (Para) Mar. 11.. 3832
Newsboys Home
(Dniv) Jan. 28. .3015
Night Riders (Rep) Apr. 8
865
North of Shanghai (Col) Mar. 11.9038
North of Yukon
(Col)
9205

O
Off the Record (WB) Jan. 28... 314
Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Mar. 18... 308
On Trial (WB)
Mar. 25
323
One Third of a Nation (Para)
Feb. 11
3825
Onlv Angels Have Wings
(Col) May
20
Orphans of the Street (Rep)
Dec. 17
Outside These Walls (Col)

9001
819
9031

P
Pacific Diner (RKO)
Dec. 31...
Panama
Dady (RKO)
May 13...
Panama
Patrol (GN) Feb. 25. . . .
Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox)
Nov. 19
Parents on Trial (Col)

914
925
314
931

Paris Honeymoon
(Para) Dec. 24 3821
Persons in Hiding (Para) Jan. 28.3823
Phantom
Stage (Dniv)
3056
Pirates of the Skies (Dniv)
3033
Pride of the Navy (Rep) Jail. 28. 822
Prison Without Bars (DA) Feb. 25
Pygmalion

(M-G-M)

Planes

(Col)

Q

Dee.

11....

980

R
Racketeers

of the

Range

May 20
Red River Range (Rep)
Return of the Cisco Kid
(20th-Fox) Apr. 29
Ride a Crooked Mile
Dec. 10

(RKO)
Apr.

29

984
864
940

(Para)

3815

Ride ’Em Cowgirl (GN) Jan.
Rio Grande (Col) Apr. 8
Risky Business (Dniv) Mar.
Romance
of the Redwoods

28.W1-2
9202
11.. 3029

(Col) Apr. 29
Rolling W'estward (Mono) Apr.
Rookie Cop (RKO)
Apr. 29
Rose of Washington
Square
(20th-Fox) May
13
Rough Riders Roundup
Mar. 25

(Rep)

1.3863
923

in I.ondon

853

(RKO)

Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Mar. 25
927
Shine On, Harvest Moon (Itep).. 852
Silver on the Sage (Para) Feb. 18 3858
Singing Cowgirl (GN)
WI-3
Six Gun Rhythm
(GN) Feb. 18 WI-19
6000 Enemies (M-G-M)
938
Smiling Along (20tli-Fox) Dec. 17 933
Smoky
Trails (Metropolitan)...
Society I-awyer (M-G-M) Apr. 1 930
Society Smugglers (Dniv)
Mar. 11
3024
Some Dike It Hot (Para) May 13 3837
Song of the Buckaroo (Mono)
Jan. 14
3861
Son of Frankenstein (Dniv)
Jan. 21
Sorority House (RKO)
Apr. 22.. 924
S. O. S. Tidal Wave
Southward
Ho! (Rep)
855
Spirit of Culver (Dniv) Mar. 4.. 3014
Spoilers of the Range
(Col) . . . .9206
Stagecoach (DA) Feb. 11
Dp

and

Fight

RELEASES

Jan. 1
Star of Midnight

918
(RKO)

reissue

Star Reporter (Mono) Feb. 25.. 3822
Stolen Dife (Para) Apr. 29
3864
Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox) Apr. 8
938
Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle (RKO)
838
Strange Case of Dr. Meade (Col)
Oct. 29
9022
Street of Missing Men
(Rep) Apr. 29
Streets of New York

(Mono)

Apr. 15
Stronger
Desire
Stunt
PilotThan
(Mono)

(M-G-M)

Submarine Patrol (20th-Fox)
Nov. 5
Sudden Money
(Para) Mar.
Sundown

on

the

3802
941

909
25

Prairie

(Mono) Apr. 1
Sunset Trail (Para) Oct. 29
Sweepstakes Winner (FN)

3862
3857

Apr. 22
373
Sweethearts (M-G-M)
Dec. 24... 910
Swing, Sister, Swing (Dniv)
Bee. 17
3021

T
Tail Spin (20th-Fox)
925
Tarzan Finds a Son (M-G-M) . . 939
Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
May 20. 935
Texas Stampede
(Col)
9204
Thanks for Every thing (20thFox) Dec. 10
The Gorilla (20th-Fox)
Tlie Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
The Sun Never Sets (Dniv).

917
944

There’s That Woman
Again
(Col) Dec. 17
9006
They Asked for It (Dniv)
They Made
Her a Spy (RKO)
Mar. 25
920
They Made Me a Criminal (WB)
Jan. 7
307
Three Musketeers (20th-Fox)
Fell. 11
927
Three Smart Girls Grow
Dp
(Dniv) Mar. 25
3001
Three Texas Steers (Rep)
866
Thundering West (Col) Apr. 15. .9203
Tom Sawyer, Detective (Para)
Dec. 24
3816
To the Rescue (GN)
328
Topper Takes a Trip (DA) Jan. 7
Torchy in Chinatown (FN)
371
Torchy Runs for Mayor (WB)
Apr. 1
Tough Kid (Mono) Jan. 14
Trade Winds (DA) Dec. 31

322
3819

Trapped in the Sky (Col)
9024
Trigger Pals (GN) Jan. 21....W1-13
Trigger Smith (Mono) May 13... 3854
Trouble in Sundown
(RKO)
Mar. 11
12 Crowded Hours

(RKO)

Feb.

983
18 917

U
Dndercover Agent (Mono)
Dndercover Doctor (Para)
Dnion Pacific (Para) May
Unmarried
(Para)
Dp

St. Douis Blues (Para) Jan. 28. .3822
Saint Strikes Back (RKO)
Feb. 18
918
Secret Service of the Air (WB)
Feb. 11
320
Secrets of a Nurse (Dniv)
Nov. 19
3022

Stand

CURRENT

the

River

942

S
Saint

L

Rose

S

Midnight (Para) Mar. 11
Missing Daughters (Col) Apr.
Mr. Moto’s Dast Warning
(20th-Fox) July 30
Mr. Moto on Danger Island
(20tli-Fox) Mar. 18
My Son Is a Criminal (Col)
Mar. 18

“Q”

Inside Story (20th-Fox) Oct. 22. .934
Inspector Hornleigli (RKO)
Apr. 22
945
Invitation to Happiness (Para)
May 20
3841
Island of Dost Men
(Para)
It Could Happen
to You
(20th-Fox)
It’s a Wonderful
May 13

Mexicali

TO

(20th-Fox)

3824
3840
6... 3835
3838

Nov.

12

924

W
W'anted

by

Scotland

Yard

(Mono) Apr. 29
3829
Water Rustlers (GN) Mar. 18..W1-1
YVestern Caravans (Col)
9207
While New York Sleeps (20thFox) Oct. 22
922
W’hispering Enemies (Col) Jan. 7
Wife, Husband and Friend (20thFox) Feb. 18
930
Wild Horse Canyon (Mono)
Jan. 7
3852
Wings of the Navy (WB) Jan. 21 309
Winner Take All (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
939
W’ithin the Daw
(M-G-M)
Mar. 18
928
Wolf Call (Mono)
3813
Woman
Doctor
(Rep) (WB)
Feb. 4.... 808
Women
in
the Wind
Feb. 4
Wuthering

316
Heights

(DA)

Apr.

1

Y
Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN)
Feb. 11
357
You Can’t Cheat an Honest
Man
(Dniv) Feb. 25
3005
You Can’t Get Away
With
Murder (FN) Jan. 28
364
Young Mr. Dincoin (20th-Fox) . . . 947

Z
Zaza (Pnra) Jan. 7
Zenobia (DA) Mar.
Zero
Hour
(Rep)

3819
18

(M-G-M)
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Hook
A

ALL-STAR

Odd Sports (10)
Ski Rhythm
(10)
Technique of Tennis

COMEDIES

A Star Is Shorn (17) ... .Apr.
Doom
Goes the Groom

21, ’39

(17%)
Home
on the Range
Mutiny on the Body

24, ’39
Dec. 9

Enough

(17)

Mar.

Feb.

(18)

10, '39
Sept. 30

Now
It Can Be Sold (17) .June 2,
Pest From the West (..)... .June
Pie A La Maid (18)
Dec.
With Charley Chase.
Rattling Romeo
(17)
July
Swing You Swingers
(18)
With
The

Andy

Jan.

Clyde.

Chump

Takes

(18)
The Nightshirt
The Snp Takes
(13%)
Trouble Finds
(18)
COLOR

a

20. ’39

May 5, ’39
(18) .. Oct. 28

Clyde

Mar.

10, ’39
July

28

Mar.
(7)... Aug.
Dec.

31
26
23

Little Match
(8%)

Girl

Dec.

Yells

Flame
(8)

(..)

June

Apr.

14, ’39

TOUR

Isle o l Paradise

COMMUNITY
No. 7 Parade
No. 8 Stranss

No.

(10) .Nov.

of

the

(9) . Mar.

21, ’39

May 19, ’39
( . . ) June 16
Oct. 1
Oct. 4

No. 3 Season's Idea (11)
No. 4 Sweetheart Melodies
No. 5 Friendship Sungs

Dec. 2
(ll)Dec. 30

(10)
No. 6 Moon
Songs
KRAZY
KAT

Jan.
( 10) . . . . Feb.

in

a

(7) . . . . Jan. 27, '39
( . . ) . .May 12, ’39
(6)
Dec. 10
VANITIES

Music

(10%)
A Night at the True
Y’ankee Doodle Home

Hall
Jan. 20. ’39
(10) . . Mar. 2,’39

(..)
PICTUREGRAPH
No. 1 (..)
SCRAPPY

27, '39
24, ’39

Apr. 6, ’39
Oct. 21

Krazy’s Bear Tale
lvrazy’s Shoe Shop
The Lone Mountle

Night

May

19, '39

Jan.

15, ’39

CARTOONS

Added

No.
No.
No.

Feb.

SNAPSHOTS

2(10)
3(10)
4 (10)

(Series

17)

Oct. 14
Nov. 20
Dec. 15

No. 5(10)
No. 6(10%)
No. 7(10)
No. 8(9%)
No. 9 ( . . )
No. 10 ( . .)
No. 11 (..)
SPORT

Attraction

3, ’39
Rodeo (..)
June 2
Sideshow (7) . . . .Mar. 3,’39

SCREEN

Jan. 6,
Feb. 17,
Mar. 17,
Apr. 8,
May 12,
May
June

’39
'39
’39
’39
’39
26
15

REELS

Diving Rhythm
(. . )
May 5, ’39
Get Ready Navy
(10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Jockeys Up
(..)
...June 2
King Vulture (10) Special ... Dec. 23
Navy
Champions
(10)
Mar. 17

128

Go

Jan.

Mummy

6, ’39
24, ’39

(7)
WASHINGTON

May
PARADE

19, ’39

No. 1 Harry Newman
Commentator (10)
Nov.
2 Inside the White House

18

No.

(11)
No. 3 Inside

the

Jan.

Capitol

(..)

Apr.

28, ’39

OF

Troubles

No. 1 (10)
Col. Stoopnagle.

Jan.
Jan.

6
20

Money
Wtiile

to Loan
America

(21)
Wrong
Way

SMITH

Man’s

Greatest

Weather

Wizards

ROBERT

KIDS
17
15
14

21, '39
May 27
(9)... Apr. 15

Australia
Dec.

3

MYSTERIES
Rock

(11) .. Sept. 3

(11) . .

Hollywood Hobbies
Ice Antics (9)

Dec.
(10) . .May

31

13, ’39
Feb. 11

I.ove on a Tap (11)
Mar. 18, ’39
'Oracle of Salt Lake (1 1 ) . . . Nov. 12
Profits Without Honor
(. . )
Tbev Live

Again

MUSICAL
of

(10)..

May

20, ’39
Oct. 22

COMEDIES

Love

Apr.

Lunch
(. . )

(9) . .Mar.

Opening

8, ’39

Day

18, ’39
May 13

May 27
(9)... Oct. 8
Jan.

(9)

28, ’39
Dec. 10
Nov.

BOOP

(17)

Happily Buried (20)
Men of Steel (21)
Kenneth
Stevens and
ton in a musical saga
machines.

12

. .Jan.

(7)
Sally Swing (7)
So Does an Automobile
COLOR

28

Apr.

15, ’39
Dec. 17
Doris Wesof washing

Bears

27, ’39

Apr. 21, ’39
(7) Oct. 28

Secret (21) ... Mar.
CARTOONS

25, ’39

Series)
(. . )

May

13

Jitterbug Follies (9)
Feb. 25, ’39
©Little Gold Fish (8) . . . Apr. 15, ’39
Mama’s
New
Hat (9)
Feb. 11
Seal Skinners (9)
Jan. 8, ’39
Wanted
No Master (8) . . .Mar. 18, ’39
M-G-M
NEWS
OF THE
DAY
Released twice weekly.
OUR

Clown

GANG
Aunt

COMEDIES
(11)

Princess

(10)

No.

(10)
Paramount

Dec.
Feb.
Orchestra.
Orchestra

Presents

Hoagy

michael (10)
With
Jack
Teagarden
orchestra.
Three

Kings

(11)
Vincent

and

a

Lopez

and

PARAMOUNT
Released twice

Nov.
Car-

4

May 5, ’39
and
his

Apr.
Orchestra,
Wood,

7, ’39
Bet-

Del

Ca-

Jan.
Apr.

7

15, ’39

Mar.

10

Travelgab
Oct.

Swans
(10)
That’s Africa (10)
Unfinished Symphony
PARAMOUNT

Sept. 2
Nov. 4

rice

10
. .Jan.Mar.
0, ’39

May 12, ’39
sport-

Apr.
champions. 14, ’39
(10)
Feb. 17
underwater track

The Sporting Irish (10)
Sports in Ireland.

Mar.

17

Two Boys and a Dog (10) Jan. 20,
’39
Adventures of two
boys and
a
wire hair terrier on a pack
trip
In the Rocky Mountains.
UNUSUAL
(In

OCCUPATIONS
Color)

ONo. 2 (10)
N<>- 3 (10)
N«No.

Qpf
. Dec! 2

4(10)
5

Feb.

(10)

Apr.

RKO
DISNEY
Donald’s
Donald’s

3, ’39
14, ’39

Radio

CARTOONS

Cousin Gus
Golf Game

(7) . .May 19, ’39
(8)
Nov. 4
Donald’s Lucky Day (8) . .Jan. 13, ’39
Farmyard
Symphony
(8)
Oct. 14
Ferdinand the Bull (8)
Nov. 25

Goofy and Wilbur (8)
Mar. 17
Merbabies (9)
Dec. 9
Mother Goose Goes Hollywood
(8)
Practical

Pig

(. . )

Feb.

Dec. 23
24, ’39

Society Dog Show (8)
Feb. 3, ’39
Mickey Mouse enters Pluto in the
Society
not
win. dog show and Pluto does

NEWS
weekly.

(10)

Rube Goldberg’s
(0)

v.v;

Skates (10)
skating with
Hold Your Breath
meet.
Depicting a novel

3, '39

PARAGRAPHICS
Co-Ed

Apr. 28
19, ’39

"

No. 4(10)

2

Queen

ty Hutton, Barry
sino. Dick Todd.

May

1 (10)
(In Clnecolor)

No. 2(H)
No. 3 (10)

Years

Fisherman’s Pluck (10) . .Apr. 14, ’39
Oh Say, Can You Ski? (10).. Dec. 16
Raising Canines (10)
Nov. 11

Alfalfa’s

W
Wotta
Nitemare
(7)
POPULAR
SCIENCE

Super-Athletes (10)
Nov. 25
An analysis of the progress
made
in track and field sports.

A Song Is Born (10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Bnsse Rhythm
(10)
Oct. 7
Henry Busse and His Orchestra.
The Champagne
Music of the
Lawrence
Walk
(10)
Mar. 3
Lawrence Walk and his Orchestra.
Hal Kemp
and His Orchestra

and
and

CARTOONS

Good
Ice
Jan.

Somewhat
M-G-M

Gallery

POPEYE

©Aladdin and His Wonderful
year.
Lamp
(22)
Apr. 7, ’39
Cops
Is Always
Right (7).. Dec. 30
Customers Wanted
(7)
Jnn. 27
Goonland
(8)
Oct. 21
Leave Well Enough Alone

planes.
Diamond
Dust (10)
May 12, ’39
Frolicking Frogs (10)
Dec. 23
Hijinks with
trained frogs including a jumping contest

Circus

(New

No. 10 (11)
May 5, ’39
Gentlemen
at
work,
Oriental
craftsmanship and
song of the

Dec. 23
Oct. 14
(7).. Mar. 31

Costa Rica (10)
Dec. 2
Jamaica
(10)
May 26
Land of Inca Memories (10).. Jan. 27
Mevico (101
Oct. 7
Republic of Panama
(9) . . . .Mar. 24
HEADLINER

(11)
Jan Garber
Orrin Tucker

3

Apr. 7, ’39
after dark,

animals

20,
Dec.’392

(7)

the

Mar.

No. 9 (10)
Sea police,
fashions.

Champion Atrhoppers (10)
Oct. 28
Deals with the fascinating
s,».rt
'■ in motorles
of gliding
and
soaring
s
No. 5 (11)

COI.OR
CRUISES
(New Series In Clnecolor)

(10)
Music Through

all

and

birds
plumed
accordions.
No- « (10)

3, 39
play,
about

12, ’39

CLASSICS

Kickin’

Feb.
at

Charro

grantland
lights

Once Over Lightly (19)
Dec. 31
The story of two barber colleges
becomes a musical comedy plot by
a close shave. Johnny Downs
and
Dixie Dunbar.

©Art

No. 7(10)
The
Mexican

CARTOONS

Small FYy (7)
The Playful Polar

Jan.

Oct. 1

Heart

(9)

No. 6(10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Great
Britain’s Kenya
Colony,
horse gadgets and a
visit with
Matinee.
Stan
Shaw
and
his Milkman’s

19

11, ’39
Dec. 17

BENCHLEY

How
to Sublet (8)
Mental Poise (8)

Always

MINIATURES
Great

Mar.

Jan.
On (7)
With the New
(7)
Pudgy in Thrills and Chills

(8)

the

(10).. Nov.

15, ’39
Dec. 24

Picturesque Udaipur (8) . .May 13, ’39
Rural Hungary
(9)
Apr.29, ’39
Singapore and Jahore (9) . . . . Dec. 31

on

FYiend

Marine Circus (9)
©Penny’s Picnic (10)

11, ’39

Imperial Delhi (8)
Feb. 18
Jaipur— The Pink City (8) .. Oct. 29
Java Journey (10)
Mar. 18
Madeira — Isle of Romance

Man

(10)

Apr.

THE

Ancient Egypt
(9)
Colorful Curacao (..)
Glimpses of Australia

The

Jan. 14
Oct. 15
Feb. 11
Oct. 22

Star.

FITZPATRICK
TRAVELTALKS
In Technicolor

of

SPECIALTIES

Musical Mountaineers (7) .May
My Friend the Monkey

Captain’s Christmas
(8)
Dec.
Honduras
Hurricane (9)
Oct.
Petunia National Park (9)... Jan.

Sydney — Pride
(9)

18

Series)

No. 5 (9)
Dec. 9
17 year locusts, outdoor scenes and
the hit parade of yesterday.

PAY

(17)

CAPTAIN
AND
CARTOONS

(New

Paramount

(21)
Sleeps

Out

Feb.

Double Diving (10)
Grid Rules (10)
OHeroes
at Leisure
OHot
on Ice (10)

BETTY7
DOESN’T

are

week.

No. 1 (10)
Oct. 15
New Roadwnys
(10)
Jan. 28
Story of Alfred Noble (11).. Feb. 18
The Story of Dr. Jenner (10). Mar. 18

M-G-M
CRIME

of the

(10)

PARADE

Home
Early (..)
How
to Watch
Football

STUFF

2 (10)

short
color.

An Hour for
Dark
Magic

National

CAVALCADE

No.

6, ’39

^Indicates
{^Indicates

PASSING

PETE
Feb.
Bonzana

Have

Titles

Cousin Wilbur
(10)
Apr. 29, ’39
Duel Personalities (10) . .Mar. 11, ’39
Football Romeo
(10)
Nov. 12
Men
in Fright (10)
Oct. 15
Practical Jokers (9)
Dec. 17
Tiny

No

bream

A Worm’s Eye View (7) . .Apr. 28, ’39
Happy
Birthday (7)
Nov. 17
Scrappy’s
(6)
Scrappy’s
Scrappy’s

Did

HISTORICAL

Golf Chumps
(..)
Hot Dogs on Ice (7)

HALL
series)

Our

(17)
Yres, We

4

No. 1 College Songs (10)
No. 2 South Seas (10)

A

(16)
Want

24, ’39

Apr.

West

(. . )
10 Songs of Romance
Third Series

MUSIC
(New

We

SING

of Hits
Waltzes

They

30

26, '39
24, ’39

Big Town
Commuters
(9) . Feb. 3, ’39
Man Made Island (Frisco Fair)
(. . )
May 26
Province of Quebec (10)
Dec. 15

(..)
No. 9 Songs

Ducking

COMEDIES

(16%)
Apr. 7, ’39
Flat Foot Stooges (17)
Not. 25
Mutts to You (18)
Oct. 14
Saved From
the Belle (17).. June 30
Three Little Sew and Sews

(7)..Noy. 3
May 26
Not. 24

Peaceful Neighbors (8) . . Jan.
The Gorilla Hunt
(..).. Feb.
The House That Jack Built
(7)
COLUMBIA

16

(..)...

STOOGES

Grand

(re-sale)

Little Moth’s Big
Lucky Pigs ( . . )
Midnight Frolics

Bermuda

A

RHAPSODIES

Happy
Tots (7)
Hollywood Graduation
Kangaroo Kid (7)

Nell’s

14

Bump

Bandit
a Sap
Andy

’39
16
23

THREE

Feb. 10
Nov. 4
.June 30

Following

Running Time. Date Is National Release, 1938, Unless
Otherwise Specified.

GUIDE

Columbia

(17)
Not Guilty

Numerals

14

May 19, ’39
Feb. 10
(10) .. .Jan. 13

PICTORIAL

No. 3 (10)
Oct. 7
Oceanic oddities, mountain
sunrises, elephants.
No. 4(10)
Nov. 4
Prospecting
for
oil, mountain
climbing and a visit to southeastern United States.

CIThe Hockey Champ
(7) . .Apr. 7, ’39
The Ugly Duckling (9)
Apr. 7

A

EDGAR
KENNEDY
Clean Sweep (17)

Baby Daze
Beaux
and

(15)
Errors

(18)

CoMLmi-Dec. 2
May

19, ’39
Oct. 7

Edgar’s father-in-law again starts
all the mischief as Edgar becomes
the butt of a practical joke because of his obesity.
Clock Wise (16)
Mar. 24
Father-in-law’s grandfather clock
drives Edgar nuts as he unsuccessfully tries to get rid of it.
Maid to Order (18)
Jan. 27, ’39
Edgar tries to marry his fatherin-law off with amusing complications.

BOXOFFICE

:: May

27, 1939

HEADLINER

COMEDIES

Romancing
Along
Phil Harris and

(81)
his

Dec.
Orchestra.

Sea Melody (19)
Oct. 81
Ted Flo Rlto and His Orchestra
with Rita Oehman
and Muzzy Marcellino.
Swing

Vacation

LEON

(19)

ERROL

Feb.

84, '39

COMEDIES

Boner (30)
Difficulties

Moving
Ring

Mar.
(17)

May

Madness (19)
MARCH
OF TIME

No. 3 (80)
Inside the

Maginot

Good

of

the

Nation.

Jan.

Wo.

Feb.

America

and

Mexico’s

8(18)

Mar.

Wo. 9 (19)
Japan: Master
Wo. 10 (30)
Dixie — The
problem.

17

New
17, ’39

of the

Apr. 14, ’39
Orient.

nation’s

May 18
number
one

NU-ATLAS

MUSICALS

Arcade Varieties (11) . . . .May 12, ’39
East & Dumke, Lillian Roth, Frazee Sisters, Gilrone & Starr.
dafe

Rendezvous

(10)

Dec.

Oshins & Lessy, Jack Arthur,
mida and The Kldoodlers.
Hello Mama
(11)
George Jessel, Four
Frieda Sulivan.
Readin,

Hi I in

and

Apr.
Eton

23
Ar-

14, ’39
Boys,

Tropical Topics (10)
The Rimacs, Rosita
Virginia.

Oct. 28
Reillys, Paul
Macs, Bobby

Released

twice

RADIO

FLASn

Dog-Gone
(16)
Hectic Honeymoon

PATHE

Blue

Grass

Apr.

Apr. 21, ’39
get ready for

(10)
Jan.

Nov.

4

Dec.

2

27, ’39

IjiDeep End
(10)
Oct. 7
Top-ranking women
diving champions photographed In action by
the slow motion camera.
(10)
of wild

Dec.

30

geese.

Smooth
Approach
(9) . . . . May 19, ’39
The golfers show how
it’s done.
Snow Falls (9)
Feb. 24
ski

picture

RAY

that’s

WHITLEY

(New

Poppas

Ranch

House

(18)

Gold

Waves

(New

(17) . . . . Apr.

(9)

Soldiers

of

Mystic

Siam

Viking
Frozen

Feet

©Gandy
(6)

the

Television (9)
Trans-America

BOXOFFICE

Sea

7

17, ’39

Gandy
(7)

Feb.

Goose

©Nutty

Comer
and

(7)
The Stranger

(7)

the

Slipper

Owl

Up

(7)

One Gun Gary in
of Time
(7)
New

Frame

Herman

Network

Glass

10

Alar. 10
Dec.

30

Nov.

(7)
Pussycat

Rides

Again

13, ’39

Three

Bears

(6)

Blacksmith

(6)

Feb.

4
10

Dec.

Fire

(8)

Oct. 1

Universal
Armed

Bandit

(7)

Alar. 27

55 ( 9)

Oct.

3

No.

56 ( 9)

No.

57 ( 9)

No.

59 (9)

Jan.

30, ’39

No.
No.

60(10)
61 (9)

Feb.

20, ’39
Alar. 13

No.

62 (9)

Apr.

10, *39

No.

63 (9)
AIENTONE

Nov.

14

Nov.

28

Cafe Boheme
(17)
Apr. 12
Saul Grauman
&
Co., Rosita Ortega, Pied Pipers, Luba
Malina,
Roy Smeck & His Aloha Islanders.
Alusic and Alodels (19)
Dec. 14
Jack Arthur, Carolyn Marsh, Six
Debonairs, Irene Vermillion & Co.
Nautical Knights (19) ... .Jan. 11, ’39
Arthur & Morton Harvel, Moore &
Ravel, Judy
Starr, Stump
and
Stumpy, The Khezzis.

Pharmacy
Follies (18) ... .Alay 17, ’39
Three
Playboys, Frazee
Sisters,
Emerson’s
& Starr.
Side

Show

OSWALD
Rabbit

Hunt

9

Sailor

Alouse

(9) .. .Apr.

7, ’39

May 5, ’39
Oct. 14

The Big Cat
Alousie (7)
WALTER
Baby

Mountaineers,

Fakir

Kittens

(17y2)

Gilrone
Oct.

12

(7)

Oct. 17

(7)
and

Nov.
the

(7)

16

CARTUNES
Dec.

19

28, ’39

Johnny
<7)
Little

’The

Alice

The

Night

59 (9)

Feb.

6

No. 61 (9)

Apr.

No.

62(9)

No.

63 (9)
TWO
REEL

Alarch

of

Chance

Boarder

Hats

and

Home

May

The
Two

Idol

24

Dec.

17

Nov.

12

(..)

.Nov.

Dec.

31

Alar. 4

(..)

Apr.
Apr.

(20)
(20)

Feb.
Dec.

10

(20)

Feb.

25

Is Young

Casino

15

29, ’39
Jan. 21
11

Oct. 8

(20)

Oct. 22

No.

1

2

No.

(10)
Aleclianix

Illustrated

Feb. 25
(10) . . . . Nov. 5

Aleclianix Illustrated No.
Nature’s Alimic (10)
Points oil Pointers (9)

Jan.
3

7, ’39

Porky
Porky

22, ’39
Dec. 8
Jan. 28

(7)

Apr.

(7)

111 Wind

(7)

and Teabiscuit
in Egypt (7)
the

Gob

(7)

Porky’s

Alovie
Naughty

26

Jan.

28

22, ’39
Nov. 5
Nov.

Alyster.v

Artie

Shaw

(7). Oct. 15

(10)
Blue Barron

Jnn.

A1ASTERS
and

&

26

(7).. Alar. 11

Nephew

Porky’s Tire Trouble (7)
Feb.
The Lone Stranger and Porky
(7)
A1ELODY

20

Rouse

Alay

20, ’39

18

Oct. 1
Nov. 1®
(10)

Feb.

18

(..).. Nov.

10

VARIETIES

Interlude

Crawfords at Home
Gadgeteers (10)

( . . ) . .Apr.

Tax Trouble (10)....
Bobbin* Good
(10)
Ski Girl (10)
Table Alanners
TRUE

A

Minute

15, ’39
Feb. 18

Alar. 18, ’39

Dec.
Jan.

1®

14, ’39
Oct. 15

(11)

ADVENTURES

(By Floyd Gibbons)
From
Death (11) . . . Alar. 4

Chained

(..)

Defying

Death

Peril

Apr.
(12)

(12)

1

Oct.

15

Feb.

18

The Human
Toils of the

Dumb
(12) .. .Jan. 7, ’39
Law
(12).
Nov. 12

Treacherous

Maters

(12)

Dec.

10

SERIALS
COLUAIB1A
Flying G-Men
15 chapters.
Robert Paige,
Craig,

Jan.
Lorna

Richard

Alandrake
the
12 chapters.

Gray,

28, ’3®
James

Fiske.

Alagician . . . May

Secret
(15

6, ’39

of Treasure Island ... Mar. 17
episodes). Story of buried

pirate’s
island.

treasure

on

The Spider’s Web
15 chapters. Out

an

adventurer’s

Oct. 22, *38-’39
of the Spider

magazine
stalks crimedom’s most
amazing
character
Impersonated
by Warren
Hull who
comes
to
grips with
The
Octopus.
Iris
Meredith Is the heart Interest.
REPUBLIC

7, ’39

Orchestra

Orcli.

Vaudeville

Tech.

(9)

Touch

VITAPHONE
A

Series)

1

Nov.

Apr.

(7)

Porky’s

White

(New

Alaster’s

4. Apr.

Roving Camera
(10) .Alar. 25, ’39
LOONEY
TUNES
CARTOONS
Jitters

The

High
Oct.

Illustrated,

Doc

the

SPECIALS

(20) . . . . Oct. 29

(21)

(10)
Aleclianix

Daffy

in

l’ow Won
(9)
Immortal Brush

Alar. 18

THE
COLOR
PARADE
(New Series)

Chicken

5

Independence

of

Declaration

Alar. 25

(22)

Shadows

6, 39

(20) on the Warner lot with
Jam. Fritz
7, ’39
Fun
Feld, Katherine Kane, John Carroll, Charles
Foy
and
Jerry
Colonna.

(20)

Rhythm

Knight

(7) .May

(7).... Nov.

Sons of Liberty (20)
Swingtime in the Movies

(20)

Serenade

Toyland

Alugs

Education

(21)
Feb. 11, ’39
Sons of the Plains (19) . .July 30, ’38
Mauch
Twins, Rosella Towns.

Sept. 21

Stardust

Dirty

Am

5, ’39

(21)

Home

Town

YVith

June

Projection Room
(..)
Alurder With Reservations

Small

M ill Play (7)
Dec. 31
YVatchman
(7)... Nov. 19

BREVITIES

Dogs

in

Alar. 25
(7)... Feb. 11

U Lincoln

(..)

Cheap

Oct. 22
Oct. 8

(7)

1, ’39

(..)

Trouble
Up

Vanilla

Humtas

TECHNICOLOR

Vitaphone
Fat

Poker

Alay

UNIVERSAL
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

BROADWAY

&

3

SPECIAL

Freedom

Smith

(7)

Prest-O Change-O
(7)
ltobinliooil Makes Good

No.

Alar. 6

Night

Pancho

You’re

Apr. 29, ’39
(10) .Jan. 21, *39

Daredevils

of

the

Red

Circle
June 10, ’39
Hawk
of the Wilderness
.Dec. 3
12 chapters. Herman
Brix, Jill
Martin.

Clyde Lucas & Orch. (10) . .Jan. 7, "39
Clyde AlcCoy & Orchestra
(10)
Mar. 18
Dave Apollon and His Orchestra
(11)
Dec. 24

Lone Ranger Rides Again . Feh. 25, ’39
15 Chapters. Robert
Livingston,
Jinx Falken, Chief Thunder Cloud.

Dave Apollon
<••)

Buck
Rogers
Apr. 11, ’39
12 Chapters. Larry Crabbe, Jackie
Moran,
Constance
Moore,
Jack
Mulhall.

Happy

Felton

and
&

Orchestra
Orch.

Apr.

8

(..).. Dec.

3

Jerry Livingston & Orchestra
(10)
Feb. 4
Jimmy
Dorsey and His Orchestra
(10)
Oct. 22
Alerle Kendrick and His Orchestra
Nov.

12

Ray Kinney and His Hawaiians
(10)
Oct. 1
Russ AInrgnn & Orchestra
(11)

Ang.
1.ANT7,

7

Little

14, ’39
Feb. 25

Thugs

(10)

CARTOONS

Jan.

6

No. 60 (9)

Apr.
22, ’398
(,.).Dec.

in Hollywood

Jan.

2

Porky

Bank
Notes (19)
Alar. 15
Gus
Van, Minor &
Root, Three
Wiles, Barton Quintet, Ruth Daye.

21

17

Dinosaur

Uam-Ateur

Jan.

It’s an

Alay 15, ’39
PRODUCTIONS

FICTION

Dec.
the

Dog Gone Alodern (7)
Goldrush Daze (7)

Dec.

The

No.

Feb. 27
Oct. 3

(7)

and

(7) Duck
Daffy

57 (9)

China Today
(10)
Aleclianix Illustrated

1C

8, ’39

Out

Duck

58 (9)

2

United Artists
SCEN

13

Me

Daffy

No.

Sundae

Jan.

Feb.

Count

No.

Jan.

Oct. 21

the

26

Nov.

Seeing Spots (20)
Sophomore
Swing

Nov.

Village

56 (9)

(20)

7

10, ’39
Nov. 28

Oct. 10

Rollin’

27

Apr.

(7)... Dec.

(7)

THAN

18

Oct,

(7)
©The

No.

Bell

Alar. 24
Nick

(7)

the

STRANGER
55(9%)

Cleaning

G-AIan

in the

©Housewife

©The

24

29, ’39
30, ’39

(..)

and

No.

A

Dec.

10

3, ’39

:: May

17, ’39

Feb.

in Doomsday

Gandy Goose in
Jitters (7)

Feb.

Feb.

(11)

Mar.

(7)

Goose

(7)
The Cat

Feb. 3, ’39
(10) .. .Oct. 14

(10)

(7)
(8)

Blackbird

May
Apr.

Nellie of the Circus (7) . . . Alay
The Birth of a Toothpick

28, ’39

TERRY-TOONS

11

Dec.

(9)

... .Apr.

(10)

Trail

Nov.

(10)

Boat

16

Alar. 10

19)

(. . )

Jan. 20, ’39
MAGIC

Patio Serenade (17)
Nov. 16
Tito Coral, Laura Suarez, Armida,
Gloria Belmonte and others.

Series)

(10)

Ranch

Newsreel
Pilot

Dec.

Romeo

REELISMS
Dude

different.
WESTERNS

Series)

Prairie

Air

Neighbors

25

GOING
PLACES
WITH
GRAHAAI
AICNAAIEE

21, ’39
Nov. 4

(17)

(10)

On the Ming
The hunting

Know

Should

Isle of Pleasure (11)
Land of Contentment

COMEDIES

(9)

Should

KINDER-

Nov.

Every

Good

One

re-

SFORTSCOFE

Bow Strings
A rchery.

A

Inventor

HIS

CARTUNE

{’36-’37

Leaguers (9)
Big
The Chicago Cubs
the pennant chase.

weekly.

Know
(10)
LOWELL
THOMAS
CARPET

25

Plumb Crazy (16)
Feb. 3
Pat C. Flick as a plumber causes
considerable commotion
on a job.

Dogs

What

3
Mar. 31, ’39
NEWS

AND

Girl

6

Mar. 3, ’39
Apr. 14, ’39
No.

What Every
(10)

weekly

rAKADE

Jan.

twice

LEW
l.F.nR
GARTEN

11

Oct. 28

(10)

MOVIETONE

Released

NEWS

I’ATHE
leases)

Nov.

(10)

Par

Forecasts,

(11)
FOX

Eternal
(11) . . . . Nov.

for

©Fashion

Jan. 20, '39
Ortego, Sisters

Moonlight

I'ATHE

Toppers

(9)

Hunting
Dogs
(11)
Inside Baseball (..)
FASHIONS

The

Rhythm

Talent Auction (10)
Irene Beasley, Five
Robinson, The Merry
Bernard.

Bird

Timber

©The

...Feb. 17, ’39
(10)
Samovar
Serenade (10)
Mar. 17
Codolbon & His Gypsy Orchestra,
Moscow
Choir, Karavaeff, Luba
Malina.

Venetian

Beans

80, ’39

7 (19)

Toung
Crisis.

Magic

Oddities

(7)
(7)

Crack Pot Cruise
Disobedient Mouse

Athletic

30, ’39

Dec. 33
Tomor-

and

NEWS

Land

Cuckoo

Blue

5, ’39

Nov. 85
Neighbor.

A

Mola

Charlie

Little

line.

5(18)
Refugee — Today

No. 6 (18)
The State
«o.

June

OF

Bola

Daily Diet of Danger (10) .Jan. 6, ’39
ED
THORGERSEN -SPORTS

Oct. 88

No. 4(19)
Uncle Sam — The
QNo.
The
row.

10, ’39
Nov. 18

(19)

Vanities

ADVENTURES
CAMERAA1AN

Shooting

Crime Rave
(18)
Jan. 13, ’39
Errol entertains bank bandits at
his home
without knowing it.
Home
Major

20th Century-Fox

38

MERRIE

Feb.
AIELODIES

A Day at the Zoo (7)
Bars and Stripes Forever

(In

25

Color)

Alar. 11
(7). Apr. 8

UNIVERSAL

Radio

Patrol

Oct. 4

12 episodes (20) — Grant WithersCatherine Hughes.
The
valuable
formula for flexible steel and its
possession by a number
of people
is the basis for this one.
Red Barry
Oct. 18
13 chapters averaging about 20
minutes
each.
Larry
(Buster)
Crabbe brings the popular comic
strip character to life.
Scouts to the Rescue
Jan. 17, ’39
12 Chapters. Jackie Cooper, Jack
Mulhall, Vondell Barr, Bill Cody

27, 1939

129

Date at top oi column is week ending. Number in square is
national release date, 1938-39. Production number is at right.
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DECEMBER
|~§~[ Western
Rio Grande (67)
Charles Starrett
Ann Doran
R — Apr. 8

10
9202

TO

^hatt

CURRENT

DECEMBER

17

|Js|
Western
8206
California Frontier (57)
Buck
Jones R — Dec. 24

9022
Drama
|l5|
Strange
Case of Dr.
Meade (66)

Running time (company estimate) follows title. Letter "A"
indicates Adult classification, otherwise Family suitability.
R— is review date. Symbol
indicates BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon Award Winner. Symbol © indicates color photography.

RELEASES

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

24

[24]
Comedy
Mystery
There’s
That
Woman9006
Again (70)
Melvyn Douglas
Virginia
Bruce
R— Dec. 17

Smashing the Spy
[29| Melodrama
(63)
Ralph Bellamy
Fay
Wray 28
R — Jan.

31

JANUARY

Ring
9015

7

JANUARY

Homicide Bureau (59)
[5]
Melodrama
9035
R
Feb.
11
B.— Cabot-R.
Hayworth

Thundering

14

West

(57)

Chas. Starrett
[J2I
Western
R
— Apr.
15
Iris
Meredith

9203

(For. Outside the Law)
J. Holt
R — Oct. 29
Water

Rustlers

(64)

16 1

Wl-i
Dorothy Western
Page; R-Mar.
18

•

Long
Shot (69)
[~6~] Action
Drama

|~9~[
Drama
915
Dramatic School (78)
Luise Rainer
Alan Marshal
Paulette Goddard
R — Dec. 10

ma
DraCarol
]
()A
[10Christmas
Reginald Owen
Terry Kilburn
R— Dec. 17

917
(69)

irs (77)
The Comedy
Girl Downsta
916
Drama
[23|
(For. Thea) Awakening
of
Katerin

|3q| Musical Drama
^©Sweethearts
(110) 910
R — Eddy-J.
Dec. 24
N.
MacDonald

Gordon

Jones

Marsha

Hunt

313

R — Dec.

Stand Up and Fight
[U]
Historical
Wallace
Beery Drama
R — Jan. 7
Robert Taylor

Trigger

Pals

(56)

Art
[J4]Jarrett
Western
Lee Powell
R
Jan.John
21
A1— St.

Wl-13

31

(95)
918

Franchot Tone
Franciska Gaal
R — Dec. 31

Burn ’Em Up O’Connor
IJ3] Action Drama
919
R — Jan. 14
(67)
Dennis O’Keefe

1

J
[~7~| Western
3861
Song: of the Bnckaroo
(60)
(For. Little Tenderfoot)
Ter Ritter
R — Jan. 14

I[J4
Am] a Dra
Criminal
ma
John Carroll

3812
(73)

Kay
Linaker
R — Dec.
3

Wild Horse
Canyon
ern
West
[2J)
(For. Last Outlaw)
Jack
Randall
R — Jan. 7

(50)
3852

Tough Rid (61)
[28] Melodrama
F. Jan.
Darro-J.
Allen
R—
14

|

3819

j
Zaza

[JJ] Action Drama
3815
Ride a Crooked Mile (70)
Akim
Tamiroff
Frances Farmer
Leif Erlkson
R — Dec. 10

Frontiersman
(74)
n
Wester
[Jo]
William Boyd

3856

Evelyn Venable
R — Nov. 26

[JJ]
Drama
819
Orphans of the Street
(64)
Tommy
Ryan
Bob Livingston
R— Dec. 17

Disbarred (68)
|~j~| Action Drama

[23]
Drama
3816
Tom Com.
Sawyer,
Detective
(68)

Artists and Models
AbroadCom
(90)edy
|3p]

Donald O’Connor
Billy Cook
R— Dec.

R — Nov. 6
J. Benny-Joan

24

Red River
Range
864
ern (56)
West
|22]
Three Mesquiteers
R — Apr. 29

3817

Otto Kruger
R — Jan.
14
Gail
Patrick

Federal Man-Hnnt
(64)
820
Melodrama
[27]
R. Livingston

[~6~| Action Drama
808
Fighting Thoroughbreds
(65)

J.

Mary
R
— Jan.Carlisle
21
Ralph
Byrd

Travis

Shine
Harvest
Moon(57)
852
ern
|23| on West
Roy Rogers-Mary Hart

3028
(69)

MIvSCELLA

FN362
[Jo] Action Drama
of the North
©Heart
(74)
Dick Foran-G. Dickson
R — Dec. 17

[Jq| Negro Western Sack
Bronze Buckaroo
(. . )
Herbert Jeffrey
Mantan
Moreland

130

920
Drama
y
Farm (61)
on the
Down
[Jo] Comed
Jones Family
Jed Prouty-S.
R— Oct. 15

NWEAORUNSED.

[“9]
Action
Secrets
of a Drama
Nurse
Edmund
Lowe
Helen Mack
R — Nov. 19

924

Deane

[Jo]
Musical
3021
Swing, Sister, Swing (69)
Ken Murray-K. Kane
R — Dec. 17
[Jq|
Western
Ghost Town
Riders
Bob Baker

(86)

[J3]
ClaudetteDrama
Colbert
R — Jan. 7
Herbert Marshall

R — Jan.

,

14

Mysterious Miss X
(62)
[Jo] Mystery-Comedy
809
Mary
Hart
R
— Jan. Whalen
21
Michael

,

*

|23]
Com. for
withEverything
Music 917
Thanks

©Kentucky
(95)
[30]
Action
Drama
Loretta
Young

(70)
Adolphe
Menjou
Arleen Whelan
Jack Oakle
R — Dec. 10

Richard
R
— Dec.

Trade Winds (94)
n Drama
[22] Actio
Fredric
March
Joan Fontaine
R — Dec. 31

Duke

of

923

Greene
24

West

914

|~6~[
922
WhileAction
New Drama
York Sleeps
(61)
(For. Inside Story)
Michael Whalen
R — Oct.
22
Jean
Rogers

Point

Last
(63)
|~6~| Warning
Melodrama

3027

Preston Foster
R — Dec. Robinson
10
Frances

Wendy
R — Jan. Barrie
28

Great Man Votes (70)
IJ3]
Comedy
913
John Barrymore
R
— J an.
14
Peter
Holden

Charlie
Chan Drama
in Hono[J3]
Action
928
lulu (65) R— Dec. 24
S. Toler-P. Brooks

Topper

(106)
Louis Hayward
Drama
[29]
R— Dec.
24
Joan
Fontaine

Newsboys
Home
(73)3015
[23] Action Drama
Jackie Cooper

Takes

a

Trip

IJ3]
Horror
Drama
Son of
Frankenstein
Basil
Rathbone
Boris Karloff

*

Lugosi
of

the

3004
(94)

R — Jan.
West

B. Booker-M.
Bell
Western
[J3]

21

(58)
3055

Criminal (89)
They Made Me a
W'B307
Com. 7 Drama
[J3]
R
— Jan.
John Garfield

|~7~| Negro Western Sack
Harlem Rides the Range
(..)
Herbert
Mantan

<

.

Honor

Going Places (8 4)
with Mus. FN359
Com.
jjjJJ
Dick
Powell
Anita
Louise
R — Dec.
24

•

Comedy
Connie
[12] Bennett
R — Jan. Young
7
Roland
(78)

Bela

3054
(54)

Dawn
Patrol
(103)WB303
[24|
Action
Drama
Errol Flynn
Basil Rathbone
R — Dec. 24

3819

Bennett

Pacific Liner (76)
[s~[ Action Drama
Victor McLaglen
R
— Dec. Morris
31
Chester

|~9~|
Comedy
Up the River (75)
Tony Martin
Phyllis Brooks
R — Nov. 12

3818

Jeffrey
Moreland
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GUIDE

■

JANUARY

21

JANUARY

9212
Western
|
frontiers of ’49 (54)
1. Elliot-1,. DeAlcanlz
t— Mar. 11

Western
!q|
Ude ’Em Cowgirl
Dorothy Page
k— Jan. 28

FEBRUARY

28

CURRENT

FEB
ES 25
RUARY
RELEAS

18
(59)

(For.
Lone Wolf’s
Daughter)
Warren
William
Ida Luplno
R — Jan. 28

North of Shanghai
(59)
9038
|jo| Action Drama
B.
Furness-J.
Craig
R — Mar.
11

Stampede
(57)
9204
n
Wester
[9]
C.
Starrett-I.
Meredith

My
Is aDrama
Criminal9029
Action
[22] Son
Alan Baxter
R— Mar. 18
Jacqueline Wells

WI-2
(52)

921
(70)

Drama
[27] Comedy
Idiot's Delight (107)
Norma
Shearer
Clark
Melodrama

11

Texas

ma
Dra
|27|Girls
Four
In White

lonvict’s Code
Inn Nagel
Robert Kent
t— Feb. 18

FEBRUARY

f

FEBRUARY

9014
Melodrama
[271
Lone
Wolf Spy Hunt
(67)

F. Rice-A. Marshal
A. Rutherford R — Jan.

18]

4

TO

3822

(63)

Gable

28
920

R — Feb.

Western
[25]
Drifting
Westward
Jack Randall
R— Mar. 25

[~3~] Com.
Honolulu

with
(86)

Music

922

Eleanor Powell-Burns
Allen-Robert Young
R— Feb. 4

&

eberry Finn
Huckl
923
Drama (91)
|xo| Comedy
R—
Feb. 18
M. Rooney-W.
Connolly

Fast and Loose (79)
edy
Com
Robert
Montgomery
gg]
R— Feb. 18Russell
Rosalind

924

Let Freedom
King (85)
Nelson Eddy
|4| Drama With Music 92®
Virginia
R,
— Feb.

Bruce
25

4

3854
(49)

3805

n Dram
|Y| Actio
Navy
Secrets
(60)a

Fay Feb.
Wray-G.
R—
18
[~3~|
Drama
Little
Pal

Reissue
(66)

Star Reporter (62)
[22]
Action26 Drama
3822
R
— Feb.
W.
Hull-Marsha
Hunt

Sundown
on the Prairie
3862
Western
[g]
(53)
Tex Ritter
R— April 1

Withers
3828

(For. The Healer)
M. Rooney-R. Bellamy
Sunset

jo] Melodrama
Imbush (62)
Jladys Swarthout
L,loyd Nolan
3 — Jan. 21

3820

Musical
Paris
|27] Honeymoon
B. Crosby-F. Gaal
R — Dec. 24

3821
(86)

[3]
Mus.
St. Louis

Romance
Blues
(87) 3822

Lloyd Nolan
Dorothy Bamour
R — Jan. 28

Persons in Hiding (69)
3823
go] Action Drama
Overman
Lynne
J.
Carrol
Naish
R— Jan. 28

Boy Trouble (74)
3824
Comedy
gg] Two
(For.
Weeks
With
R —Pay)
Feb. 4
C. Ruggles

Trail

(68)

W.
Boyd
R — nOct.3857
29
Wester
|24]
. . . one third of a nation
3825
ma
gg]
R—
Feb. Dra
11
S. Sidney-L. Erlkson
(75)

822
Action Drama
|26|
Pride of the Navy (63)
Dunn
James
Rochelle Hudson
R — Jan. 28

Woman
Doctor (65)
808
Drama
go]
F. Inescort
R — Feb. 4
Home

on

the

Prairie

ern
R
— Autry-S.
Feb.
18 st
We
G.
Burnette
]
go

2o]

Western

Yri/.ona Legion
l3eo. O’Brien
R — Jan. 14

982

Dramfa
dy
s Whar
[Y] Come
rman’
Fishe
Breen
Bobby
Leo
Carrillo
R— Feb.
4

(58)

844
(71)

(58)
842

Boy Slaves (71)
ama
Melodr
(For.
In Mind)
go] Pure
Anne Shirley

911

R
— Jan.Daniel
21
Roger

20]

Musical

933

Smiling Along (85)
G. Fields- M. Maguire
R— Dee. 17

[27] Outdoor Drama
921
©Jesse James
(105)
T. Power-N. Kelly
H. Fonda
R — Jan. 21

Arizona
Wildcat
edy(69) 929
Com
[gf|
Jane Withers
Leo

Carrillo

R— Nov.

12

|2o|
Melodrama
926
Mr. Moto's Last Warning (71) R — July 30
P. Lorre-R. Cortez

Spin (83)
925
ion Drama
go] Act
Alice
Faye-C. BennettR —Nancy
Feb. 4Kelly

Tail

Made for Each Other
(85)
Drama
gp| Comedy
Carole Lombard
R
— Feb. Stewart
11
Jimmy

20] Action Drama
3023
Gambling Ship (60)
Robert Wilcox
Helen Mack
R — Dec. 24

2l] Com.

Drama

Off the Record
(For. Unfit to
Pat O’Brien
Joan Blondell
R — Jan. 28

16] Western

|28] Melodrama
WB317
King of the Underworld
(69)
Kay Francis
Humphrey
Bogart
R — Jan. 14

Metropolitan

Smoky Trails
Bob Steele

)XOFFICE

WB314

(68)
Print)

(. . )

May

27, 1939

3033
s of n
Skiesa (61)
the Dram
Pirate
[3] Actio
Rochelle Hudson
Kent Taylor

Phantom
Stage (57) 3056
Western
|io|Baker
Bob

|~4~] Action Drama
FN371
Torchy in Chinatown
(58)
Glenda Farrell
Barton MacLane

Wings
of the
Navy
(89)
gg]
Action
Drama
WB309
Geo. Brent
Olivia de Havilland
R — Jan. 21

Marjorie

Forged Passport (64)
823
Melodrama
gs|Feb.
R—
11
Paul
Kelly-June
Lang

Reynolds

912
Drama
Action
[i7|
4|Gunga
Din (117)jr.
Doug
Fairbanks
R — Feb.
4
Joan
Fontaine-C.
Grant

Beauty for the Asking
915
Comedy
[24]
L.
R— Ball-D.
Jan. 28 Wood
(64)

Lost Patrol (73)
Drama
|l7]
Victor McLag’en

[17]
Drama
G. Rogers-Wm.

Star

lieisnue

ers
The Three Muskete
Rom. Com. Drama 927
gg] (72)
Ritz Bros. -Don
R
— Feb. Barnes
11
Binnie

of

Midnight

(90)
Iteissue
Powell

Pardon Our Nerve (68)
R— Nov.
19 Drama
[24]
Action
981
Lynn Barl-G. Williams

Ameche-

King of the Turf (87)
Adolphe
Menjou
n Drama
gg] Actio
R
— Feb. Costello
18
Dolores

You
Can’tMan
Cheat
Honest
(76) an 3005
Comedy
gg]
W. C. Fields
RBergen
— Feb. and
26
McCarthy

er
Drew, Report
Nancy
FN372
Drama
(67)
Com.
gg]
R—
28
B. Jan.
Granville-J.

Lltel

Society

Smugglers

(For. Key Woman)
Preston Foster
Drama
] Hervey
Irene
|5Mar.
R—
11

ter (85)
Yes, MyCome
Darling
dy
[25]
Priscilla Lane
R — Feb. Lynn
11
Jeffrey

(70)
3024

DaughFN357

j

<?h
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MARCH

H|
Let ]Us

4

a
Dram
Live
(69)

H. Fonda-M.
R— Feb. 18

MARCH
9007

O’Sullivan

MARCH

11

|~8~1 Comedy
Blondie Meets the
(70)
(For. Blondie Steps
Penny
Singleton
Arthur Lake
R — Mar. 4

9009
Boss
Out)

18

MARCH

|l6| Star
Western
Lone
Pioneers
Bill Elliot
Dorothy Gulliver
R — Apr. 15

9213
(56)

25

ing: Enemies
Whisper
[24] Action Drama
R — Holt-D
Jan. .7 Costello
J.

W

T

F

S

4

5

6

7

17
24
81

20

18
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26
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19
S M
5
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1
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3
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1939

OCTOBER,

North of Yukon
(64)
[30] Action
Drama
9205
Chas.
Starrett
Linda Winters

30

Lady

and

the

Mob

(66] l

R — Mar. Comedy
11
[T|
9011Lee Bowman
Fay Bainter-Ida Lupino '

Romance
of Redwoods (67)
a
Outdo
R
— Apr.
29 or. Dram
[3p|
C.
Blckford-J
Parker

i— Ma

980
|~3]
Comedy
^Pygmalion
(87)
Leslie Howard
Wendy
Hiller
R — Dec. 10

Western
[T|
|{(dling Westward
Tex Ritter
R— Apr.

0|
Ice Follies
of 1939
|1
Joan Crawford
Jimmy
Stewart
Lew Ayres
R — Mar. 11

3863
(57)

1

925
(82)

fl7[
Within Melodrama
the Law
(65)928

n
Sergeant Madde
(SO) 927
|24| Action
e Beery Drama
Wallac

Ruth
Hussey-Paul
R — Mar.
18

AlanMar.
Curtis
R—
25

Kelly

Society Lawyer (78)
R— Apr. 1Drama
930
|3X]
V.
Bruce-Walter Pidgeon

[T| Drama
with Music 93[J
Broadway
Serenade
(112KM
J.
MacDonald-L.
Ayres
[). :

$2
R — Apr.

|~5~|

PH Action Drama
3809
Mystery Plane (60)
(Form. Sky Pirate)
John Trent
R — Mar. 4

Trigger Smith (59)
Tack Randall
Western
[22]
R— May 13

3854

HI
Melodrama
3806
Mystery of Sir. Wong

8

Melodrama

!'—

3824jji

Undercover Agent (56)
Russell Gleason

Src
U»c

Shirley

'(Mari

Deane

(67) R— Mar. 18
Boris Karloff-D. Tree
Melodrama
|~3]
Drama
Cafe Society (83)
Madeleine Carroll
Fred MacMurray
R — Feb. 11

3826

|io|
Comedy
Beachcomber, The
Charles Laughton
Elsa Lanchester
R — Dec. 3

3863
(89)

[61
Melodrama
824
I H’as a Convict (62)
Barton MacLane
Beverly Roberts
R— Feb. 25

King of Chinatown
Akim
Tamiroff
Anna
May Wong
R — Mar. 11

|l3]
Rough
(58)

3827
(57)

Western
853
Riders
Roundup

R. Mar.
Rogers-M.
R—
25

Midnight (93)
I24] Comedy
Drama
Claudette Colbert
Ameche
RDon
— Mar.
11

[20]
Comedy
My
Wife’s
Relatives
Higeins
R — Mar. Family
11

Sudden
3828

Money

R— Mar. 25
C. Ruggles-M.

Neve

(62)
Rambeau

Comedy
[31]
Silver on the Sage (68)
Wm.
BoydIS (Hopalong)
R— Feb.
3858
Western
[31]

810
(65)

Hart

Mexicali Rose (58)
Gene
Western
[27] Autry
R — Apr. 1
Smiley Burnette

I’m From
Missouri 3830
(77) Sob
R — Mar. 25
7
Bob Burns-Gladys George R-!

[7]

Comedy

843

(E-A
! Sri
3. II
111

|~3~| Action Drama
917
12 Crowded Hours (64)
Richard Dix
Lucille Ball
R— Feb. 18

flp]
Melodrama
918
The Saint Strikes Back
(64)
Geo. Sanders- W.
R— Feb. 18

Trouble in Sundown
(57)
983
Western
[24]
R — Mar. 11
Geo. O’Brien

Barrie

Almost

a

Gentleman

ma
Dra
It
— Ellison-H.
Mar.
11
J.
Wood
|
|3l

(65)
920

Love Affair (87)
R— Mar. 18
916 i
edy Drama Boye
Irene
Dunne-Chas.
17 1 (jom

pf] Blog. Drama
919 jj
Flying Irishman (73)
R— Mar. 11
Douglas
Corrigan

|T|
Comedy
Wife, Husbnnd and
Friend (75)
Loretta Young
Warner
Baxter
R — Feb. 18

930

|io|
Action
Inside
Story Drama
(61)
Michael Whalen
Jean Rogers
R — Oct. 22

934

n
Outdoor Drama
Stagecoach (92)
Claire Trevor
John Wayne
R— Feb. 11

|l7| Com. Princess
with Music
©Little
(93) 932
Shirley Temple
Richard
Greene
R—
Feb. 25

Prison Without
Drama
[l5
(79) |
Edna
Best
Corinne
R — Feb.

F. - WARNER

n
Melodrama
3029
Risky Business (78)
Geo. Murphy
Dorothea Kent
R — Mar. 11

3014
ma
|ip| of Dra
Spirit
Culver (90)
Jackie Cooper
Freddie Bartholomew
R — Mar. 4

PH Action Drama
WB320
Secret Service of the
Air (61)
Ronald Reagan
John Lltel
R — Feb. 11

n Outd’r Drama
WB308
Oklahoma
Kid (80)
James Cagney
Rosemary Lane
Humphrey
Bogart
R— Mar. 18

Everybody’s
|24] Comedy Baby
Drama(62)#35
Jones
R — Dec.Family
3

villes (80)
Hound of the
Basker- 930
Melodrama
[31]
R.
Greene-W.
Barrie
R
— Apr.
1
B. Rathbone

JJWuthcring
Heights
p7~|
Drama
Merle Oberon
RLaurence
— Apr. 1 Olivier

Luchaire
25

Three
Girls
[24]Grow
Com.Smart
with(87)
Music
Up

B. Cabot-H.
R — Apr. 1

Deanna
Durbin
Nan Grey
R— Mar. 25

Mack

3001

Family Next Door
Comedy
[3l| Herbert
Hugh
Joy
Hodges
R
— Apr.
15

On

WB321
ures Drama
Action
Advent
of Jane
[is]
Arden (58)
Towne

R — Feb.

Jean
Hersholt
R— Mar.
18
Amanda
Duff

(103)

Bars

3037
rama
[17] Melod
Mystery
of the White
Room
(58)

R.

Island
Mr.
Moto (64)
on Danger
S
|Y|
Melodrama
93" £
Peter Lorre

18

ll’s Island FN361
(71)
Blackwe
[25] Action Drama
RJ.— GarfieldMar. 4
R. Lane

Trial

(63)
3020

|~7~| Comedy-Music
300(
East Side of Heaven
1
R—(88)
Apr. 15
B. Crosby-J. Blondell

(62)

|7~1 Melodrama
WB323
John Litel
Margaret
R—
Mar. 25Lindsay

©Dodge
City
(104)1413304
[8~|
Outd’r
Drama
Errol
Flynn
R — Apr. 8
Olivia de Havllland

S
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1940

T F S
12
3
8 9 10
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29

A

MAY

APRIL 29

APRIL 22

j|
Drama
9030
irst Offenders (61)
/alter Abel
ieverly Roberts
— Mar. 11

W

n
Wester
[16]Comes
Law
to Texas

9214

(57)
Bill Elliott

Spoilers
of
the ern
Range 9206
(58)
West
[27]
Chas. Starrett
Iris Meredith

[~4~[
Outside
D.

GUIDE

6

CURRENT

Blind

MAY

20

RELEASES

g (2katt

MAY

Drama
9031
These Walls (61)

Costello-M.

^

TO

Alley

13

(71)

RC.— Apr.
29
a
Dvorak
Action Dram
[H|Morris-A.

Whalen

Western

Caravans

(. . )

C. Starrett-I. Meredith
9207
Western
[|]
Exile Express (70)
301
Drama
R—
Feb.
18
Anna
Sten-Alan
Marshal
|13|

Panama
Patrol (69)
[20] Action
Drama
Leon
Ames
R
—
Feb.
25
Charlotte Wynters

314

Six Gun Rhythm
(57)
R — Feb.
18
Tex
Fletcher-J.
Barclay
|l3|
Western

ij
lid

Rom.
From

Comedy
929
Texas (70)

). O’Keefe-F.
— Apr. 8

2]

Rice

Drama

3802

treets of New York
ackie Cooper
larjorie Reynolds
— Apr. 15

(73)

Calling Dr. Kildare
(86)
932
Drama
H|]Ayres-Lynn
Lew
Carver
Lionel Barrymore
R — Apr. 29

[19] Melodrama
3829
Wanted
by Scotland
Yard (62)

Lucky Night
(82)
933
dy
[5]
R — May Come
6
Myrna Loy-Robert Taylor

Tell No Tales (69)
[l2] Action Drama
Melvyn
R- — May Douglas
20
Louise Platt

935

Western
[l3|
Tex Ritter

[28) Comedy
Drama
The Lady’s
tucky (77) From

3834
Ken-

Ellen Drew-George
R— Apr. 15

Raft

Union
PacificDrama
(137)
[5] Outdoor
Barbara Stanwyck
R — May
6
Joel
McCrea

3835

3864

Hotel Imperial (80)
Drama
I.
Miranda-R.
Milland3836
R[12]
— Apr. 22

Some Like It Hot (65)
R — May
13
Bob
Hope-Shirley
Ross
3837
Gene ]Krupa
Musical
[J9

Three

Man
of Conquest (97)
|X5] Outdoor Spectacle 801
Richard Dix-Gail Patrick-Edward
Ellis
R— Apr. 15

8

865

Western
|[
ight Iiiders (58)
hree Mesquiteers
— Apr. 8

Drama
3833
Door to Heaven

Wallace Ford-Aline McMahon-Patricia
Ellis
R — Apr. 15

3831

lulldog Drummond’s
Secret Police (55)
Howard
R — Apr.

[21]
Hack
(85)

It’s a Wonderful World
936
dy
[19]
R—
May Come
13
C. (86)
Colbert-J. Stewart

Trail (62)
Down
the Wyoming

[~j~] Action
Drama (61)
3820
Boys
Reformatory
R — May 6
Frankie Darro

James Stephenson
Betty Lynne
R — Apr. 29

7] Comedy - Music 3832
'Jever Say Die (80)
3ob Hope- Martha
Raye
l — Mar. 11
Melodrama

|2i|
Comedy
934
The Hardys Ride High
(81)
M. Rooney-L. Stone
R — Apr. 22

|l9|
Western
854
Frontier Pony Express
(57)
Roy Rogers
Mary Hart
R — Apr. 16

|25|
Drama Men811
StreetAction
of Missing
(65)
Chas. Bickford-H.
R — Apr. 29

Carey

Blue Montana Skies (56)
844
tern
R — May Wes
6
[5]
Gene Autry-June Storey

Texas

Steers

(. . )

866
ern
West
The
Three
Mesquiteers
[15]

Southward

Ho!

(58)

|l8]
Western
R. Rogers-M. Hart
4]

Action

Drama

’hey Made Her a
(67)
ally Eilers-Allan
— Mar. 26

920

Spy
Lane

|2i| Action Drama
Fixer Dugan
(68)
Lee Tracy-Peggy
R — Apr. 29

922

Shannon

[28]
Rookie
Tim

Melodrama
Cop (60)

Holt;

R-Apr.

Drama

938

tory of Alexander
Graham
Bell (97)
Ion Ameche-Loretta
foung-Henry Fonda
— Apr. 8

|2i| Comedy
Drama
939
Winner Take All (61)
Tony Martin-Gloria
R — Feb. 25

Anne
R — Apr.Shirley-J.
22

[21]
Melodrama
945
Inspector Hornleigh (76)
G. Harker-Miki Hood
R — Apr. 22

4]

Action

Drama

3019

(70)

’’rankie Thomas
uanita Quigley
\ — Jan. 28

5]

Melodrama

Voinen in the
<ay Francis

iVm.

Gargan

XOFFICE

WB316

Wind
R-Feb.

:: May

(65)
4

FN354
Drama
[22]
Dark Victory (106)
Bette Davis
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Ellison

Panama
Lady (65)
[l2|
R
— MayMelodrama
13
L. Ball-A. Lane

925

Rose of Washington
[l2|
Square Musical
(86)
Alice Faye

942

Rogers

910
Kid

Outdoo
[28]
Return
of rtheDrama
Cisco
(71)
R— Apr.
Warner
Baxter
Bari-Henry

Musical
Climbing
High (71)
]2s]
J.

Matthews;

29

Hull

Chasing
Danger
(60) 941
Drama
[5] Action
Preston Foster
R
— Jan.
Lynn
Bari7

R—
13
Boy May
Friend

(70)

943

dy
Come
[19]
J.
Withers-A.
Whelan

Tyrone Power
A1
R — Jolson
May 13

8012

R-Apr.22

Burke

[21] Action Drama
3018
Big Town Czar (66)
Barton MacLane
Eve Arden
R — Apr. 22

George

924

Comedy
(71)

Oliver Hardy-Billie
Harry Langdon
R— Mar. 18

)ode of the Streets
larry Carey

Stuart

Lynn

[2ll
Zenobia

|~5~| Comedy
Sorority
HouseDrama
(63)

838
[28] ofMusical
Story
Vernon
t.nd
Irene Castle (92)
F.— Astaire-G.
R
Mar. 18

4]

923

29

855

Brent;

R-Mar.

11

Money
Love or Drama
lor
[28] Comedy
June Lang

Ex-Champ

3030
(66)

Robt. Kent
R — Apr. 22

[29]
Comedy
FN373
Sweepstakes
Winner
(59)
M. Wilson-J. Davis
R — Apr. 22

(72)

Drama
Action
R[19]
— May
20
Victor
McLaglen
Nan

Confessions
of a Nazi
[6~| Action Drama
FN353
Spy G.
(102)
Edw.
Robinson
Lya Lys
R — Apr. 29

Torchy
Runs
for WB322
Mayor
|l3] Action
Drama
(60)
Glenda Farrell
Barton
R — April MacLane
1

Grey-Tom

3010

Brown

You Can’t Get Away
With Murder (78)FN364
[20] Action Drama
R — Jan. 28
H. Bogart-Gale Page

j
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MARCH.

A

MAY

GUIDE
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|~n Action
Drama
Trapped
in the
Sky
J. Holt-K. DeMille

0
Lost

Horizon
reissue

[22] Action Drama
9027
Missing Daughters
(58)
Richard Arlen-Marian
Marsh
R — Apr. 29

Ronald

3

4

17

18

10

RELEASES

JUNE 3

|25| Action Drama
9001
Only Angels Have
Wings (122) R-May 20
C. Grant-J. Arthur

[

TO

M

s

Hooking (2katt
JUNE 10
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H
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F
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Awful Truth
Irene Dunne
Comedy
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(92)

33

20

34
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30

Parents on
30
Parker

28

Trial

(. . )

Jean

Johnny

Downs

HU

Drama

15

20

89

JUNE 24

(. . )

L. Olivier-V. Dram
Hobson
a
Action
HU

Colman

S

MAY.

13

17

13

30
87

JUNE

9024
(. . )

1940

reissue

31

JULY 1

Good Girls Go to Paris
Melvyn Douglas
Joan Blondell

Man

Drama

18

29

From

Sundown

_

(. .

Comedy
Charles
Starrett
Iris
g Meredith

tt

s

[31]
Western(57)WI-3
Singing
Cowgirl
Dorothy Rage

a

Western

HU

T

$
«.
§6]
Comedy
937
Bridal Suite (69)
(For. Maiden Voyage)
Robt. Young- Annabella

J22] Action Drama
Wolf Call (65)
John Carroll-Movita

6,000
(. . )
[9] Enemies
Melodrama
Walter Pidgeon
Rita Johnson

3813

|T|
Western
3855
Across the Plains (53)
(For. Riders of the
Rio Grande)
Jack Randall
R — May 13

938

Tarzan

Finds

a

Son

n Drama
HU yActio
uller
Johnn
Weissm
Maureen
O’Sullivan

(. . )
939

Maisie

(. . )

Ann
Sothern
Robert
Young
Comedy
HU

940

Virginia Bruce
Stronger Than Desire ( . .

J
5

Walter
g

1

Stunt

Girl From
Nowhere
(. . )
Melodrama
[ip] Nagel-Warren
Anne
Hull

[26]
Stolen

Drama
Life (90)

E. Bergner-M.
R — Apr. 29

y
Gracie
Allen
Murder
Comed
U]
(75)
Gracie Allen
Warren William
R — May 13

3864

3839
Case

|~9~| Action
Undercover
Lloyd

Drama
Doctor

Nolan-J.

C.

3840
(67)
Naish

Invitation to Happiness
3841
Drama
(99)
[ie]
R — May 20
I. Dunne-F. MacMurray

d
Secrets (68)
Gran
R
— May Jury
20
J. Howard-G.
Patrick
3842
Melodrama
H|]

Heritage
R — Mar. of
25 the Desert
D. Woods-E.
Venable
3843
Western
HU

Redgrave

|27]
Drama
The Zero Hour ( . . )
Frieda Inescort

Pilot

941

(. . )

John Trent
Marjorie Reynolds
HU

|26j
Drama
3838
Unmarried
(66)
B. Jones-H. Twelvetrees

Pidgeon
Drama

S. O. S. Tidal

Wave

Action

Drama

Island of Lost Men
Anna
May Wong
Anthony

HU

(. . )

Quinn

Melodrama

(. . )

R. Byrd-K. Sutton
Action Drama
HU

Western
HD
Racketeers
of the
Range (60)
Geo.

O’Brien;

R — May

984

Girl From edy
Mexico
Com
HI
Lupe Velez-Donald

(71)
Woods

20

|~9~| Mystery Drama
Saint in London
(..)
Geo. Sanders
Sally Grey

Girl and the Gambler (..)
926
ama
(For. Mel
Theodr
Dove)
HU
S. Duna-L.
Carrillo

Five
Wendy

g

[26] Com. Melodrama
The Gorilla (66)
Ritz Bros.

944

m
Comedy
Drama
946
Jones Family
in Hollywood (60)
Jed

Prouty

Shirley

|~9~|
Drama
Young Mr. Lincoln
Henry
Fonda
Marjorie Weaver

947
(..)

Deane

Charlie Chan in lteno
(..)
948
Melodrama
HU
S. Toler-Phyllis Brooks

Came

Chester

Back

(. . )

Morris
Barrie
Drama

Girl From Brooklyn ( . . )
Alice Faye
951
[23] Com. Drama.
Warner
Baxter

It Could Happen to You
Stuart Erwin
950
Drama
Comedy
HU
Gloria
Stuart

[26] Action Drama
Captain Fury (90)
Victor McLaglen- June
Lang-Brian Aherne
R — May 13

Drama
Action for
HU
They
Asked
It ( . . )
B. Lundigan-J. Hodges

Inside Acti
Information
on Drama ( . . )
[2]
June Lang-Dick Foran

[~9~|
Drama
The Sun Never Sets
Doug
Fairbanks jr.
Virginia Field

House of Fear (64)
R — May Gargan
20
William
Irene Hervey

(..)

HU

FN374
[27] Action Drama
Code of the Secret
Service (62)
R. Reagan-R. Towne
R — May 13

Juarez
[jo| Hist.(127)
Drama
Paul Muni
Bette Davis
Brian Aherne
April

WB301

YVB321
Drama
M-(69)
Trouble
Nancy
Com. Drew,
[17]Shooter
Bonita Granville
John Litel

Kid From
Kokomo
(92)
FN363
[24] Action Drama
Wayne
Morris
Jean Blondell

29

MvI
SC
EL
LAW
NAER
ONEUL
SF

.

|~3~| Comedy
Drama (60)
FN375
Man
Who
Dared
(For. I Am
Not Afraid)
Jane Bryan
Chas. Grapewin
R— April 8

Melodrama
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SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT.

Classified Ads
GENERAL

THEATRES,

10c Per Word,

Payable

Minimum

in Advance.

THEATRE

EQUIPMENT

DUO “SOUND MASTER”
sound heads
with the gyro-stabilizer. Amplifiers with
copper oxide rectified DC exciter supply.
Speakers. Two-way horn systems. If not
at your dealers, write us. The B ALLAN TYNE Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
SUPPLIES — 15 amp., rectifier bulbs —
$5.50; 6 amp. — $3.75; exciter lamps, lots
-each, 36c; 900 watt, 32-volt MP
lamps— $4.95; P. E. cells— $4.80; 100-watt
spot lamp — 64c, 250-watt— $1.12, 400-watt
$1.99; 1,000-watt T-20 proj. — $4.32; 16
mm. proj. lamps; 750-watt T-12 — $3.40.
Many other items at great savings. DISTRIBUTOR, K. C. TERRITORY,
DUO
SOUND
MASTER
SOUND
EQUIPMENT.
STEBBINS, 1804 Wyandotte St., Kansas
City, Mo.
DUO “SOUND MASTER”
sound heads
with gyro-stabilizer. Amplifiers with copper oxide rectified DC exciter supply.
Speakers. Two-way horn systems. Dealers, Kansas City territory — STEBBINS,
1804 Wyandotte St., Kansas City, Mo.
S.O.S. SELLS EQUIPMENT
ON TIME!
Take advantage of our Low Equipment
prices. Buy on Easy Time Payments. If
you need equipment and lack ready cash,
write S.O.S. CINEMA
SUPPLY
CORP.,
New York.
NEW

@Leatina 4jou.se

SERVICES

EQUIPMENT

legal trade stimulant. Write for complete information. B-1122. Boxoffice, 4804
E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

NOTICES
INDUCEMENT

offered

reliable party to open local theatre.
mercial Club, Fowler, Kas.
SEAT

USED

IF YOU

St., Bos-

4804

E.

9th

THEATRE

CHAIRS.

St.,

Kansas

City,

DUO “SOUND MASTER”— The Golden
Voice of the Silver Screen. New low cost

NAME YOUR PRICE! We’ve got thousands of good used theatre chairs waiting
for buyers. Choice of American Seating,
Irwin, Ideal, etc. All excellent values.
How many do you need? S.O.S. CINEMA
SUPPLY CORP., New York.

performance. 1,000% customer satisfaction; silent operation; low first cost;
low operating cost. Write for testimonial
folder and prices. The BALLANTYNE
CO..
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

economy and junior models. If not at
your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
“LIGHT MASTER”
super low intensity projection lamps. More light at no
increase in operating cost. If not at your
dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

USED
TWO

ARCTIC

EQUIPMENT
NUE

AIR

curved

WANT — 16mm S.O.F. equipment and
film. Have 35mm S.O.F. equipment and
film for sale or trade. Movie Service,
Washington, Ind.

RAINBOW

MIST

Nozzles,

broken

water

to the finest spray possible; foolproof. Lots of 100 or more, 32c. Silent
steel rotor blowers and washed air units.
Dealers Wanted. G. A. Peterson, 2620
Charlotte St., Kansas City, Mo.

BOXOFFICE
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on

new

and

KEEP COOL WITH AN S.O.S. DIRECTSHOT BLOWER!
Complete with pulleys,
variable

speed drives, Fafnir bearings. Immediate shipment, all sizes, $39.50 up.
Time payments available. S.O.S. CINEMA
SUPPLY CORP., New York.

THEATRES

the

WANTED

WANTED:
Small town or suburban theatre in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois or Southeastern states. M. Preston, Windsor Drive,
Nashville, Tennessee.

YOUNG

MAN — Desires

to learn

opera-

tor’s trade in Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire. Frank Scigulinsky, 26 Lozier Ave.,
Westfield, Mass.
AT LIBERTY, PROJECTIONIST— Age,
40: sober. Simplex and Powers arc lamps.
Prefer small town in Illinois. Write George
Lazenby, Chapin, Illinois.
PROJECTIONIST — 18 years’ experience,
best references. Married, sober and dependable. Andrew Scardino, Box 307, Taylor, Tex.

If you haven't received your copy of the
New 1938-39 PICTURE GUIDE, it is because you may have overlooked prompt
renewal of your subscription to BOXOFFICE. For your convenience, and as a
RUSH ORDER to our circulation department, use the form below.
BOXOFFICE:
Please enter my subscription to BOXOFFICE,
52 issues per year (13 of which contain The
MODERN
THEATRE
Section), including the
NEW
BOXOFFICE
PICTURE
GUIDE,
DATE
ft RECORD
BOOK.
] $2.00
[

TICKETS

WANTED

PROJECTIONIST— At liberty account
monopoly. Married; reliable; references.
Years of experience. Go anywhere. Don
F. White, 803 S. Jackson, Frankfort, Ind.

[

THEATRE

I have

For

1 Year

] Remittance

[

Enclosed

] $3.50
[

For

] Send

2 Years
Invoice

THEATRE

NOZZLES
Spray

PRICES

slightly used air conditioning units, air
filters, washers, blowers, compressors
(refrigeration), cooling coils, heating coils,
motors, pumps, stokers. Cash or deferred
payments on approved credit. Write us
your requirements. Conditioned Air Co.,
926 N. Cass St.. Milwaukee, Wis.

blades.

Bargain taken once. Peterson “Freezem”
Mfg. & Sales Co., 316 Southwest Blvd.,
Kansas City, Mo.

SPRAY

theatre chairs;
Address Booth

AIR CONDITIONING
ATTRACTIVE

DUO

CASH,

WANTED
TO BUY— Theatres in Virginia, West Virginia or North Carolina in
towns of less than 5,000. J. F. LOFTIS,
Brandy, Va.

POSITIONS
4,000 used American, Heywood and Irwin chairs with upholstered spring-cushion seats; excellent condition; priced very
reasonable. Cinema Seating Co., 4431 N.
Kimball, Chicago, 111.

100%

WEATHER —

THE

Mo.

FOR SALE — 400 veneered
75c F.O.B. Rich Hill, Mo.
Theatre, Rich Hill, Mo.

Air Conditioning — MAGIC

HAVE

CHAIRS

Thousands. Bargains. Meet all requirements. Subject prior sale. B-1118, Boxoffice,

SALE

theatre. Excellent Mississippi town. Moneymaker. Price right. B-1123, Boxoffice,
4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

116 Merrimac

& REBUILT

FOR

*

FOR SALE — Kansas Theatre, 434 seats;
fully equipped, best location in town; 7
days continuous from 11 a. m. Runs 365
days a year. This house has and can do
over $2,000 a week. The town has never
been worked. We sit here waiting for
them. Will sell or make percentage deal
with someone who knows how to get the
job done. This house will make money.
W. P. HUSTON,
KANSAS
THEATRE,
WICHITA, KAS.

ARTIFICIAL LEATHER
MOLESKIN—
81c per yd.; Sateen, 60c yd. Six seats
from two yards. Samples on request.

THEATRE

on Bequest

Com-

RECOVERING

Commercialeather,
ton.

Rates

THEATRES

A

CASH

Display

GAMES

NEW, NOVEL, ORIGINAL PLAN— Conduct true and false intelligence tests. INDIVIDUAL, PERSONAL, CONFIDENTIAL.

EXTRA

S1.00.

UNEXCELLED
QUALITY— 50 rolls stock
tickets, $12.50; 20 rolls, $5.80; 100.000 special printed rolls or machine tickets.
$14.90. Shipping charges paid to 1,000
miles. Cash with order. Kansas City Ticket
Co., Dept. B, 1717 Wyandotte St.. Kansas
City, Mo.
9

STREET
TOWN

ADDRESS
STATE

NAME
POSITION

Address copy to BOXOFFICE.
4804 E. Ninth St., Kansas City,
Forms
close Monday
noon preceding: publication date.

Mo.

PULLING
POWERNewspapers, magazines, posters rely on the eye-catching values of the illustrated printed word ... but lack the heart-stirring qualities of the human voice.

THE NATIONAL

SCREEN

TRAILER

HAS ROTH!

Radio appeals through the ear-catching values of music, sound-effects and
voice ... but it doesn't give you the thrill of seeing.

THE NATIONAL

Plus

SCREEN

TRAILER

GIVES YOU ROTH!

Lowest cost per person reached because the National Screen Trailer
reaches a hundred per-cent audience all of the time.
You KNOW how many ticket-buyers see and hear your National Screen
Trailer . . . you can only guess when it comes to other advertising
mediums.

That's why the National Screen Trailer is the biggest advertising dollar's worth
you can buy!

MAJORS

CHARGE

GOVERNMENT

ONE AND ALL TO PRODUCE

GRADUALLY

DIVULGES

BETTER ARBITRATION

BACKGROUND
'?y ""

ONLY

A START

m

NAMED

. . . COLUMBIA

■

FOR

FORMULA

. . . ‘

SUIT; "COERCIONS"

\

.

UPS TOP BRACKET

FILMS FROM

\

-mhmmmhw-'

'

— ;

4 TO 6 . . .

PARAMOUNT
ALSO:

APPROACHES

REVIEWS,

BOOKING

CONVENTION
CHART,

WITH 58 IN SIGHT FOR NEW

EXHIBITOR

HAS

SEASON

HIS SAY, SELLING

... 1 H
SEATS

HELLO MR. EXHIBITOR'

An absolute
Topping

sensation at the Astor, N. Y. and

"Pygmalion"

showmanship

manner.

and

now

being

A friendly hit from

4 -Star Theatre, L. A.

launched

in the same

the Friendly Company.
Directed by SAM
WOOD. Screen Play
by R. C. Scherriff,
Claudine West and
Eric Maschwitz.
Produced by Victor
Picture. An M-G-M.
Saville.

DBYE

MR. CHIPS'1
(See Page 7)

PUBLISHED

EVERT

ASSOCIATED
Vol.

SATURDAY

BEN

BY

35

Number

MAURICE

2

Member
Audit Bureau of Circulations

Editorial Offices: 9 rockefeller
city;

Publication

KANN

Editor-in-Chief

June 3, 1939

york

SHLYEN

Publisher

PUBLICATIONS

Office:

LOUIS

William

plaza, new
4804

LOOK
AS

AN

G.

Formby,

Editor;

Jesse

OUT

FOR

industry, face

THE

the unfortunate

COPS

truth in Washington

at the hearings

» ■ the Neely bill of being a divided industry, although of equal
would be led to believe from what we had heard in Washington from

distributors' committee
who

on

trade practices, before the Allied of New

read with passing

fidelity the miles

of words

on

interests, and one
the proponents of

the Neely bill that we should all be ashamed to be identified with this business."
This is an excerpt from the lengthy address delivered by William F. Rodgers,

Anyone

Shlyen,

Managing Editor; J. Harry Toler, Modern
Theatre Editor; A. J. Stocker, Eastern Representative; Ivan Spear, Western Manager.

e. 9th

ST., KANSAS CITY, MO.,' Hollywood
6404 HOLLYWOOD blvd.; Chicago: 332 s. Michigan blvd.

ttTl|TE,

RYDELL

Advertising Manager

for the

York convention.

which

developed

at those

hearings must agree. The picture, painted brashly by both sides, was not pretty and presented this business in a light that does it no credit and may do it considerable harm.
A lot of unsavory

phrases

and

veiled and

for the Neely bill as well as by those who were
pute which side is guiltier, for there is enough

direct charges

were

which

and

force the enemy

into some

sort of a

retreat.

through in order to make an
light in order to repel the

In the doing,

the industry

both are a part took it beautifully on the chin in the eyes of a senate

the official government

records

and

by those

opposed to it. This is no attempt to comonus in the sum total to crown both.

The pro-Neelyites probably felt they had to blast their way
impression. No doubt, the antis figured it in exactly the same
barrage

tossed about

the public, which

still pays

of

subcommittee,

the bills, through

the coun-

try's daily newspapers.
If it is the fact that dollar publicity continues
for lawmakers

who

need

new

and

greater revenues — and

nitely the case — great comfort, indeed, must
quence of the Neely hearings.
The

repose

situation of a large industry apparently

component

branches,

to make

tactically, suggests

this industry

this column

divided

this is the time

and

lovely target

believes

in the nation's tax camps

this is defias a conse-

fighting like hell among

to move

boys plenty while they are still punching each other around
notice another bruiser creeping up from the outside.
We

a

and

in and

cannot

give

its

the film

spare the time to

are not going to be silly enough to think Allied intends calling a halt in its announced program of seeking the best deal it can from the majors. Furthermore, we do not

think Allied should
most powerful

do anything

armament

of the kind.

That is not the point at all. Rather
of all concerned,

A fight is a fight and

the scrapper

will win unless all history up until this day has been

the smarter

with the

kidding around.

is it the point to realize that, for the best interests

thing to do is to keep

where the bloody noses can be patched
and haul everyone off to the hoosegow.

up

without

the family squabble
a rumpus

which

inside the house

will call in the police

MAJOR DISTRIBUTORS CHARGE ONE AND ALL TO
PRODUCE BETTER FORMULA FOR ARBITRATION
Will Consider

Suggestions

On Subject; All Other
Clauses Are Closed
New

York — Challenging

one and all who

may have their own ideas, pro and con,
on the arbitration plan, William F. Rodgers, chairman of the distributors’ subnegotiating committee, states “if anyone
can show us a better formula let them
produce it and we will sit down and talk
about it.”
Contending all negotiations on the
terms and conditions of the draft, with the
exception of arbitration, are a closed issue, Rodgers says distributors will consider all suggestions on arbitration which
may be submitted. He adds that up to
the time the formula was completed. Allied was the only group to submit a plan.
Rodgers could not estimate the percentage of the Allied proposals incorporated
in the plan which has gone out, but holds
a good percentage of the points have been
included.
Emphasizes

Independent

Voice

That independent exhibitors will have
an equal voice in the operations of local
boards to be established is emphasized by
the M-G-M sales manager. Secretaries
will be chosen by unanimous consent of
all parties as well as the distribution of
expenses for operation of the boards.
There will be no appeals from local
board decisions, it is stated, the rulings
by the men in the field familiar with territorial situations being final.
Where doubt exists as to the eveness of
personnel on special boards to hear clearance and zoning complaints, distributors
point out that regardless of the fact a
distributor representative will be on the
board in addition to an affiliated exhibitor
these men are expected to decide all issues
on the facts and hand down rulings accordingly. “These men will be expected
to make decisions based on the fact regardless of their affiliation if there is to be
a fair board and fair decisions.”
A two-year trial with the right of any
exhibitor to withdraw his consent upon
six months’ notice is asked.
Several minor changes in the trade
draft have been made and sent out to all
groups

which negotiated with distributors. The changes were mailed the latter
part of the week. As soon as the new
draft gets around, comment is expected by
the distributors, and not until then. One
of the changes includes allocation of films.
In this respect, Rodgers told the New York
Allied group at its convention here “it has
been agreed, in a subsequent modification
Of this proposal, that once designation has
(Continued

4

on page 16)

Majors

to Make

Final Plea

On Draft at Minneapolis
Minneapolis — Having

submitted

the

arbitration draft to Allied leaders, distributors, through William F. Rodgers, chairman of the sub -negotiating committee,
will make a final plea for their endorsement of the trade practice draft at the
open forum at the Allied national convention here June 13-15.
Rodgers will stand ready to answer all
questions on the general terms and conditions of the draft as well as the arbitration proposals as he did at the Allied of
New York meeting.
Some

Allied observers anticipate fireworks at the local convention and no

mincing of words either by Allied spokesmen or by the distributors’ representatives
ready to defend the provisions of the
draft. And while every effort will be
made to avoid the personality equation,
some individuals and their actions during
the draft negotiations undoubtedly will be
criticized.
Neither Abram F. Myers, general counsel of Allied, nor Col. H. A. Cole, president, expressed his views on the terms of
the first completed trade draft at the Allied of New York meeting. Myers left the
meeting before Rodgers outlined the arbitration proposals and, although Cole sat
through the entire open forum, he withheld comment. But both leaders are understood studying the entire draft and will
have their say at the local sessions.
See

"Friendlier

Area"

There are some who say Allied has been
saving its comment for the meetings here
because it is felt Minneapolis is a much
friendlier territory for expounding Allied’s
views than New York where Max A. Cohen,
president of that unit, has not been in
entire sympathy with the theories and
dictums propounded by Allied. Then
again, it is pointed out, the draft was not
ready in time, as far as arbitration is concerned, for “a thorough going over” at the
New York meetings.
Allied’s board will meet here during the
convention for a discussion of the draft
and probably take action. Up to now,
Cole has insisted there has not been a
completed draft and hence the board
could not act on acceptance or rejection.
Rodgers took Allied to task at the open
forum in New York for obstructing progress in the negotiations. He stated, “Some
within your ranks, through statements issued, are doing everything humanly possible to deprecate us in the eyes of the
trade and the business world in general . . .
The fact that our success assures your
success seems immaterial, so long as the

destructive attacks can be maintained.”
Referring to various statements that
“distributors had thrown crumbs to the
exhibitors,” Rodgers said, “I definitely
charge bad faith in the issuance of such
statements or bulletins. The crumbs that
are referred to run into the millions ol
dollars per year and the only chance whatever producers or distributors have to recoup is in the production of pictures that
will attract more attendance to theatres.
And furthermore, it was understood that
so far as arbitration was concerned we
expected the help of all exhibitor bodies
in the shaping of machinery for this purDivorcement

"Minority"

Idea

Declaring the average theatre owner is
not interested in theatre divorcement, the
sub-committee chairman commented,
“that is a pet idea of a minority who believe its prosecution can be used as a
pose.”screen to justify the continuation
smoke
of attacks that can only cause dissension
between the two branches of an industry
absolutely dependent upon each other.
“All clear thinking people engaged in
this business are of the opinion that such
a trade practice code is necessary, that its
adoption should be encouraged and thereby
bring about a condition never before enjoyed in this industry.
“It should be tried and, in doing so,”
he added, “understood that all things desired cannot be had at the first attempt,
but that through experience we can profit and correct such irregularities that may
now for the first time be brought to light
through the machinery set up by a united
industry. I do believe all this ballyhoo
about divorcement, alleged unfairness,
must be getting boresome if not to all
those engaged in the business, at least to
the public; most of us, and I speak to you
as well as for our group, would like to get
back to running our business.”
"One

Motive"

Actuates

In his brief talk before the New

York

group, Myers said Allied’s desires “have
been actuated by one motive and one motive only, and that is to ascertain what is
the maximum of benefit which can be attained for those who look to those men
for leadership and protection; and secondly that maximum, once attained,
whether it is a good thing ... a solid
thing, a substantial thing.”
The Allied leader added, “You have lived under a lack of system for many years
and I think there is no disagreement that
has led to undesirable ends. There is,
(Continued on page 16)
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GOV'T GRADUALLY DIVULGES BACKGROUND FOR
ITS SUIT; "COERCIONS" NAMED ONLY A START
Government Permitted to
Withhold Aces Until
30 Days of Trial
New

York — The

cion, involving 93
towns in 23 states
ernment against
stood to represent

55 alleged acts of coer-

theatres in 60 cities and
so far listed by the govfour majors, are undera mere beginning in the

department of justice’s ammunition train
now moving against the industry.
Who the exhibitors are, their theatres,
approximate time and basis for the complaints constitute part of the information
the defendant companies have been seeking in order to prepare their case. A federal court order a few days back compelled the government to furnish the detail,
but it did not restrict federal attorneys to
divulge all they may be holding up their
sleeves. Where complaining exhibitors
have no objections to divulgement of their
names, the data is available, but where
information percolating through to government investigators was provided on
the understanding the source will be kept
dark until trial, the government is permitted to withhold any aces in its possession up to 30 days before the case comes
to trial.
Few From East
Although FBI men have spent months
touring the eastern territory and the far
west, only a handful of complaints from
those areas are noted in the list furnished by the government. Seymour Krieger,
Ralph Butterworth and other FBI agents
some time ago investigated numerous complaints and interviewed independent exhibitors in Greater New York, upstate
New York, Pennsylvania and New England. Only three California cases are
mentioned, yet Albert Law and a host of
assistants have been in Los Angeles and
San Francisco for more than two and a
half years checking into distributor and
FWC records. Only one Los Angeles case
is recorded.
Massachusetts, Vermont, Connecticut,
Rhode Island are conspicuously absent,
despite the fact Allied has several units
operating in the territories. In the New
York metropolitan area, two complaints
are noted against the RKO circuit and
in Middletown, Paramount is cited in the
Edward Quittner suit tried by the courts
several years ago.
Loew’s is not mentioned once. Neither
is its producing-distributing affiliate,
M-G-M. Four other majors are variously
named, Paramount in 43 instances, 20th
Century-Fox in six; RKO and Warner each
three times.
Several exhibitors, in addition to Quittner, who have appeared in the limelight
of the past because of legal suits against
distributors again crop up, this time as
BOXOFFICE
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Texas
New

York — Texas,

with

Up
18, leads

Front
the

procession in number of cities and towns
in which the government alleges the majors have coerced independent exhibitors.
The array indicates how widespread the
department of justice has been conducting
its probings with others expected to be
cited if and when trial of the all-industry
anti-trust suit approaches.
The states, the total of cities and towns
and their names follow:
Alabama (3) — Florence, Huntsville and
Jasper.
Arkansas
ville.

(2) — Little Rock

and Russell-

California (3) — Compton, Los Angeles
and Pomona.
Florida (3) — Jacksonville, Lakeland and
Tampa.
Georgia (2) — Atlanta and Gainesville.
Illinois (3) — Chicago, Decatur and Oak
Park.
Indiana
Bend.

(3) — Anderson, Gary and South

part of the government’s case. They include H. L. Gumbiner of the Tower, Los
Angeles, with 20th Century-Fox named
as the producer-exhibitor, V. U. Young of
Anderson and Gary, Ind., is mentioned
twice with Paramount as the cause for
complaint, William N. Youngclaus, Columbus, Neb., appears because of his alleged “forced” sale in 1935 of the Swan
to Central States Theatres Corp.
Indicating how far-flung the department of justice checkup is proceeding is
the detailed breakdown appearing in the
government’s amended bill of particulars.
Listed are the theatre or theatres cited,
and where located, the exhibitor by name,
approximate time of the “coercion” and
what, in the government’s presentation,
the complaint comprises:
PARAMOUNT
Colonial and New,
Johnson; 1933-35.

PICTURES,
Jasper,

Ala.;

INC.
Joe

and

John

Independent exhibitors were forced to sell their
theatres because of threats to open and operate
opposition theatres; and
because of threats to
deprive and because they were actually deprived
of desired product.
New,

Russellville,

Ark.;

R.

V.

McGinnis;

1936.

Independent exhibitor was
forced to sell his
theatre because of discriminatory film rentals
and
forced block booking as well as forcing
of short subjects and news reels.
Arkansas, Little Rock,
Ark.; Andy
McNeil,
Dwight H. Blackwood, Eugene T. Oliver, manager; 1933.
Owners of the theatre were forced to sell inasmuch as they were deprived of sufficient and
desirable product.
Lakeland,

Lakeland,

Fla.;

Harry

Bott;

1937.

Refusal of distributors to license pictures for
exhibition in theatre. A
week
after the Lakeland was opened
by
independent exhibitor, a
competing theatre operated by a Paramount
affiliate cut its admission prices. About
a week
later the Paramount
affiliate reopened an
old
theatre and began double featuring at its better house with
the reduced
admission price.
Independent
exhibitor was forced to close his

With

Iowa (3) —
Sioux City.

18

Algona, Marshalltown

and

Louisiana (1) — New Iberia.
Maine (1) — Gardner.
Maryland (1) — Silver Spring.
Minnesota (1) — North Mankato.
Missouri (1) — Kansas City.
Nebraska (2) — Columbus and Lincoln.
New York (3) — Brooklyn, Merrick (Long
Island) and Middletown.
Ohio (2) — Canton and Marion.
Oklahoma (1) — McAlester.
South Carolina (1) — Greenville.
South Dakota (1) — Watertown.
Tennessee (1) — Columbia.
Texas (18) — Austin, Beaumont, Bryan,
Conroe, Dallas, Fort Worth, Galveston,
Greenville, Henderson, Houston, Jacksonville, Marshall, Nacogdoches, Port Arthur,
Ranger, Sequin, Tyler and Waco.
West Virginia (1) — Wheeling.
Wisconsin (3) — Delavan, Lake Geneva
and Milwaukee.
theatre

and take a
substantial loss on his investment. The theatre was taken over by the
company
holding a mortgage
on it.

insurance

Auditorium,

Lakeland,

Fla.;

L.

D.

Joel;

1919.

Independent exhibitor was
forced to sell his
theatre because of threats to open and the actual
opening and operation of an opposition theatre
and because he was deprived of desired product.
Rivoli,

Tampa,

Fla.;

N.

V.

Darley;

1931.

Threats by representative of Paramount
affiliate that the Rivoli would be unable to procure product followed by
the refusal of the
distributors to license pictures to the Rivoli
cause the pictures had
been tied up by
Paramount
affiliate.
Gordon,

Atlanta,

Ga. ; Claude

D.

Swint;

Independent exhibitor planned to
theatre and the distributors assured
get

bethe

1934.

construct the
him he could

pictures. He started construction
atre on land he had leased. After

of his thehis theatre

was
partly constructed the distributors advised
independent exhibitor that a Paramount
affiliate
had decided to build a theatre within 250 feet
of his theatre and he knew that the new theatre
of

the Paramount
affiliate would be given pictures before he could exhibit them. As a result,

independent
construction

exhibitor was
of his theatre

forced to cease the
with a
cash loss of

Alamo, Gainesville, Ga. ; Mary
Cinciolo; 1919$2,825.
1920.
Independent exhibitor was
forced to sell her
theatre because of threats to build and operate
opposition theatre and
because
deprive her of desired product.
Lake. Oak
Park, 111.;
atres Corporation; 1935.

of

Greater

The
independent exhibitor was
desirable product and arbitrary and
clearance was imposed upon it.

threats

Chicago

to

The-

deprived of
unreasonable

Palace, Gary,
Ind.; Palace, Canton,
Ohio;
Palace, Marion, Ohio; Marion, Marion, Ohio, and
all other Indiana theatres operated in 1929 by
Verner U. Young
or corporations in which
he
had interests.
Threats

to spend $60,000,000
dependent exhibitors in Indiana.

State, South
Inc.; 1933 and

Bend,
1934.

Ind.;

to

eliminate

Theatrical

in-

Managers,

Threats to oppose independent exhibitor by acquiring theatres in Gary, Ind., and in the other
situations where
independent exhibitor

Indiana

operated.
State, Algona, Iowa; Gail L. Pettit; 1935-1937.
Independent exhibitor was
forced to sell his

(Continued

on page 19)
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COLUMBIA SHOOTS TOP BRACKET FILMS FROM
4 TO 6 WITH PERCENTAGE RANGE OF 25 TO 40
Gov't Bending Effort to Link
Columbia With Monopoly

One Capra and Johnson
Not Included Will
Be Solo Pacted
New

New

York — Although

Columbia

does n6t

operate any theatres and despite the fact
attorneys for the company are acting independently of the other major defendants
in the all-industry suit, the scathing
sword of the government has not missed
one allegation in attempting to link Columbia with the others in “an attempt
to monopolize” and being a party to a combination to conspire and monopolize.
Tire government, however, admits it does
not know whether such alleged agreements or understandings were oral or in
writing, but states the “attempt to monopolize” started in 1930 and continues to the
present.
Coercive selling by threats to build is
among the allegations, the same charge
as has been made against other majors.
Specific citation of the facts is missing in
the bill which states: “In order to compel independent exhibitors to pay higher
film rentals for its product, or to purchase its films in situations where independent exhibitors do not purchase such
films or to purchase a greater number
of its films in situations where independent exhibitors already purchase some of
its films, each defendant engages in one
or more of the following coercive selling
methods: Threatening to build a competing theatre: threatening to deprive an
independent exhibitor of product; purchasing a theatre site or sites in the neighborhood of the independent exhibitor, either
directly or through third parties, that the
defendant in question intends to build and
operate a theatre or theatres on such
sites in opposition to the independent exhibitor; threatening to purchase an equity
or interest in the independent theatre for
the purpose of gaining control through
reorganization or otherwise; or threatening to impose upon the independent exhibitor unreasonable clearance.”
Other

Charges

6
Other allegations, similar to those
charged against the other seven major
distributors, include overbuying, onerous
clearance and zoning, arbitrary designation of preferred playdates, placing of talent under contract to thwart independent
producers, inposing harsh, onerous and
unfair trade practices on independent exhibitors and not ona affiliated circuits, arls
oa
bitrary and unconscionable
and discriminatory film rentals, reprohibiting double
br
ou
7
featuring in independent houses
while cong
tracts with major circuitshtoprovide reu
duced rentals on the second feature
of a
t.
“C
twin bill and granting special favors
to
ol
circuits and not to independent theatres.
um
bi is
In the case of Columbia, much ado
a
made of the double feature clauses in its

6

contracts with National Theatres, Loew’s
and Warners. Eighteen instances are cited
where independent exhibitors in Texas
signed license agreements precluding double billing and further insisting on a 25cent minimum admission.
Excerpts irom National Theatres’ contracts in relation to terms for pictures twin
billed are mentioned, as follows:
“Certain of the contracts for the exhibition of Columbia pictures in theatres
owned, operated, managed or controlled
by National, or its subsidiary or affiliated
corporations, during the 1934-35 season,
provide certain Columbia pictures which
were to be exhibited at 20 per cent and
25 per cent of the gross receipts would be
exhibited at a reduction of five per cent
in conjunction with another feature.
“Certain of the contracts of Columbia
pictures in theatres owned, operated, managed or controlled by National, or its subsidiary or afiiliated corporations, during
the 1936-37 season provided that in the case
certain Columbia pictures which were to
be exhibited at 25 per cent and 30 per cent
of the gross receipts, the cost of the second feature could be deducted provided
that said cost did not exceed the top
price, flat rental terms; said contracts
iurther provided that certain Columbia
pictures which were to be exhibited at 20
per cent of the gross receipts would be
exhibited at 15 per cent if shown in conjunction with another feature.”
Contracts with Loew’s for 1934-35 and
pi
ex
on do
bi
in Lo
thctu
ihnib Gr
Nuebl
Yo lls
te ew’
rr
ea re
it ea
rk
e
w
du tr s th
1e9d te
an
19
sieto s
asry
e
34 r
35
ri es
d
we ng ex
at-3 11 *4 pe ce -3 Sa
poin
re
thuir b
a5s si r fent. 6 id we ci
re
n
at
es ta 1 p
ex
ur
exehtd 5 er cen gle
hi
es
t.
ibi
bi
,
t
“Certain
of
the
contracts
for
the
exed
te
d hibition of Columbia pictures in theatres
outside of Greater New York territory,
owned, operated, managed or controlled by

Loew’s, or its subsidiary or affiliated corporations, during the 1934-35, 1935-36 and
lum

wo
be ex
at a
bia
h
u
ofpic fi
pe ld ce
if shibi
in co
r
nt
ntu ve
du
ow te
ct
junc res an
fe
n d
t
i
a
i
o
Warner
theatres
on w
on
th in New tu England, Philaer
delphia andith California
are re.then discussed.
”
“During the 1934-35 and 1935-36 seasons, Columbia pictures, except those served out of the Boston and New Haven exchanges, which were exhibited at 25 per
cent of the gross receipts at theatres
owned, operated, managed or controlled by
Warners, or its subsidiary or affiliated corporations, were exhibited at a reduction
(Continued on page 16)
re

York — Columbia’s

sales policy for

1939-40 shows an increase of two pictures
in the “A” group to be sold in the top
bracket, as compared with the current
season. In other words, there will be six
"AA” films sold on percentages ranging
from 25 to 40 per cent. This present season, only four pictures were in that category.
The “AA” group does not include “Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington,” the Prank
Capra production which is being offered
at 40 per cent on a special contract. “You
Can’t Take It With You” was the Capra
special this season, also at 40 per cent.
The untitled Osa Johnson film to be released likewise will be sold separately.
The second group is unchanged from
the current season. The pictures are
graded as “A’s,” of which there will be
eight, at from 30 to 35 per cent. The
thirdfourth
grouplisting
will comprise
“BB” films
and
the
of a round12 dozen
will be known as “B’s.” The fifth and last
group will be the 16 westerns. There also
arately.
will be four serials and 130 shorts sold sepWith the return of A. Montague, general sales manager, and Rube Jackter, his
assistant, from Chicago and the coast
where they conducted the final two regional sessions, it is learned the company’s
policy of flexibility will prevail as heretofore and that terms and conditions outlined for major circuits cannot very well
obtain for independents all along the line.

Who Will Make What lor
Columbia in 1939-40
New

York — Star, featured

and

cast des-

iguations insofar as a breakdown of Columbia’s product lineup for 1939-40 reveals
them, follow.
Astrid Allwyn — “Mr. Smith Goes to
Edward Arnold — “Mr.
Washington.”

Smith

Goes

to

Jean Arthur — Star in “Arizona;” CoWashington.”
star with James Stewart in “Mr. Smith
Goes
to Washington.”
Joan
Blondell — Co-star with Melvyn
Douglas in one unnamed.
Beulah Bondi — “Mr. Smith Goes to
Joe E. Brown — Star in “Give Me LibWashington.”
erty,” also in one unnamed.
Ruth Donnelly — “Mr. Smith Goes to
Melvyn Douglas — Co-star with Joan
Washington.”
Blondell
in one unnamed.
Bill Elliott — Star in six untitled westerns.
Edith Fellows — Star in three untitled
(Continued on page 13)
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SHORTS!
by Leo, Jn

SHORT-

but to the point - let’s be frank
■Virtue is its own
M"G-M

about

1939-40!

reward!

has fought the battle of Shorts!

The early 1939"’40 selling is convincing proof!
Exhibitors are generously rewarding us today
For a long established and unchanging policy of quality.
We believed sincerely in the importance of Shorts —
We know theatre operation from experience
And we know that good Shorts help the entire show!
We know they definitely help sell tickets too!
And when other companies economized in quality —
M'G'M refused to compromise its established policy!
“If it’s worth making, it’s worth making right.”
We have continually introduced new personalities, new ideas —
With the most consistent short promotion in the industry.
The result is that M-G-M is famous for its Shorts
That’s why M-G-M today can say sincerely:
“Let Short Subjects stand on their own merit!”

PROMOTE!
(Samples
Exhibitors

now

shown

at right )

"what

CAR€Y

Miracle

realize that the time-

worn stock - phrase “Also Selected
Shorts” no longer suffices in presenting the broad range of M-G-M Shorts
from the quirks of history to the
quips of Benchley. Presaging a New
Deal for Shorts, showmen, aroused
to their merchandising
and

box

possibilities

office potentialities, staged

for M-G-M’s
nation-wide Shorts
exploitation contest a mass demonstration of showmanship unequalled
,in Short Subject history.

OAILY sun .
s»”jaw
Tfcli Unutua
(

do

WILSON'S

THE
CRIME

DOES

NOT

Racket

exposes,

packed

reels. Greatest

PAY (6) (Two Reels Each )

cramming

PETE SMITH

BEST!

dramatic

thunderbolts

publicity “naturals”

of entertainment

into two

thrill-

in short subject history.

SPECIALTIES (13)

A name that goes up on the marquees and into the ads everywhere. Personality plus
sure-fire showmanship. Promotion angles that capture reams of newspaper space.
Audiences love them!

THE PASSING

PARADE

(8)

In his first short year John Nesbitt’s tributes to history’s great have
screen tidbits. Watch him build even greater next season!

ROBERT

BENCHLEY

A nationally known

ARE YOU GETTING THIS
MAGAZINE REGULARLY?
The importance

of M-G-M

reflected in the big monthly

Shorts is
magazine

(the only one of its kind) which goes
to 11,000 exhibitors
sands of magazines

and

and

to thou-

newspapers.

M-G-M SHORTS
73 ONE REEL SUBJECTS
6 TWO

REEL SUBJECTS

104 ISSUES NEWS OF THE DAY

the astounding

fields. This series won

OUR

GANG

and

Carey

radio name

inimitable

that sells tickets. The

characterizations

demi

tasse

of the average

man

(9)
Wilson

the Academy

COMEDIES

investigations

Award

(8)

into fascinating,

for last year’s “That

Mothers

unexplored
Might

Live.”

18 years old and Our Gang’s still going strong. A national institution for which the public
(old and young) is still happily receptive. Introducing new ideas for the new series.

FITZPATRICK

TECHNICOLOR

TRAVELTALKS

(12)

An established and popular series eagerly received by audiences everywhere. Their
Technicolor beauty and intelligent presentation set them apart among travel subjects.

M-G-M

1939-40

MINIATURES

Featuring

tops in

(4)

literary, screen

to perfect screen fare are Benchley’s
wrestling with everyday problems.

M-G-M

become

TECHNICOLOR

CARTOONS

(18)

Hugh Harman and Rudolph Ising who are rated at the very top in the cartoon field are
developing fresh viewpoints, delightful story ideas and newly discovered technical
improvements for their deluxe Technicolor series. Watch!

NEWS

OF THE DAY (104)

A progressive, alert newsreel with unmatchable world-wide coverage presented by
crisp authoritative specialists. Featuring the nationally known radio commentator
John B. Kennedy, the sports authority of the airwaves Bill Stern and the famed
feminine stylist Adelaide Hawley.

METROSCOPIX

(1)

By popular demand a new Metroscopix! This greatest of all novelties among short
subjects, which has convulsed shrieking audiences by its third-dimensional tricks, will
be presented in brand new and even more exciting form.
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PARAMOUNT APPROACHES CONVENTION WITH 58
TO 60 FEATURES IN SIGHT FOR NEW SEASON
Los Angeles — Neil P. Agnew, vice-president in charge of distribution, is expected
to announce 58 to 60 pictures from Paramount for the new season on Friday when
274 men from the foreign and domestic
sales force, home office and studio will
hear details of the lineup. Delegates are
due to arrive Wednesday when a special
delegation will meet them at San Bernardino with a welcoming ceremony to
follow at the studios.
Thursday, the first official day of the
annual sales convention, will be divided
with speeches by various executives, including Y. Prank Freeman, William LeBaron, Harold Hurley and others, afternoon screenings, a buffet supper and more
screenings in the evening.
A highlight of the convention, as usual,
will be the special awards for new members of the 100 per cent club which this
year includes six salesmen from the east,
seven from the western area, three from
the south and one from Canada.
Agnew is scheduled to announce Para-

mount will abide by the provisions of the
trade practice draft if, and when, accepted
by the industry. New pi’oduct deals already have been made with some major
circuits and independent exhibitors, the
specific terms to be outlined following the
local meetings Saturday. All provisions
of the trade draft are retroactive to the
first of the year and are not applicable on
franchises made prior to that time.
After the business meetings, delegates
will journey to San Francisco for a visit
to the World’s Fair. Myron Sattler, New
York branch manager, and Henry Randel,

They'll Be Active at Paramount

Brooklyn manager, have been here more
than a week vacationing prior to convention call.
At least one new series of shorts will be
announced to replace a former series. The
new lineup also will boast a super special
from Cecil B. DeMille. Several new stars
will grace the program. Details on distribution of its own trailers also will be
announced. After the convention, Agnew
will head for Minneapolis to attend the
Allied convention.
The following men will convene here for
the three-day sessions:
R. P. Abelson, T. Aber, E. M. Adams,
Neil F. Agnew, A. R. Anderson, F. R.
Anderson, M. J. Artigues, L. Aurelio.
H. T. Bahner, H. T. Baker, R. W. Baker,
Barney Balaban, M. Barrett, D. Baum, G.
Schuller Beattie, Geo. T. Beattie, L. Beecher, C. J. Bell, E. H. Bell, J. T. Bettencourt,
B. Blotcky, E. Bradley, W. G. Bradley, B.
H. Brager, G. Brogger, H. W. Braly, T. W.
(Continued on page 13)

Sales Convention —

In, the large photos at the top of the page are Barney Balaban, president; Stanton Griffis, chairman of the executive committee, and Adolph Zukor, chairman of the board. In the center below is Neil F. Agnew, vice-president and general sales
manager, flanked on the left by Y. Frank Freeman, vice-president in charge of production, and William LeBaron, managing director of production, and on the right by Joseph J. Unger, eastern sales manager, and Charles Reagan western
sales manager.
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Computes 37 Cents ofB. O. $
For Advertising and Rentals
Los

Angeles — Breaking down the admission dollar taken in by National Theatres’ units throughout the country, Sumner Gambee, chief statistician, figures 37
cents is spent for advertising, film and
other program attractions. On advertising
directly, 5.80 cents is spent. This is the
largest item in six, which shows six cents
on ever dollar as profit. The next largest
item is 24 cents for fixed charges, such
as depreciation, repairs, insurance and
interest. Wages and salaries are marked
down for 22x/2 cents, while 5V2 cents go
to taxes and five cents is listed for other
expenses. The breakdown is for the fiscal year ended 1938.
The average price of admission was
31.62 cents per ticket, which, after deducting federal and state admission taxes,
netted National 30.86 cents. The number
of people who attended the circuit’s theatres in 1938 was greater than the combined populations of San Francisco, Milwaukee, Seattle, Kansas City, Denver and
Portland.
A Chart Illustrates
Gambee has made up a chart which illustrates the gross and admissions. It has
been sent to all National Theatre’s executives. He states:
“Total program cost and advertising.
This classification represents the primary
cost of presenting shows. It includes
charges for feature film, shorts and news,
other program attractions and advertising costs in connection therewith.
“The calendar chart indicates the total
admissions in the circuit’s theatres from
Dec. 26, 1937 to May 11, 1938, more than
19 Vz weeks, were required to meet the
annual outlay for these items. In order
to secure these admissions it was necessary to attract a patronage to boxoffices
equivalent to more than two shows a
week for every man, woman and child in
Los Angeles.
“ Personnel . — Wages and salaries of the
6,935 employes comprising theatre and
office personnel of our circuit required
22 V2 cents of the admission dollar or a
total gross of a 12-week period. Stated
another way, payrolls were met from total
admissions paid from May 12 to August 3
by weekly audiences totaling more than
four times the population of San Francisco.
“Fixed Charges — These items comprise
rents (net of tenant rental and other
miscellaneous income), depreciation, repairs, insurance, interest charges, light,
heat and power, sound service and partners’ participations in profits.
“Another slice equal to 24 cents of the
admission dollar, or the grosses of almost
13 weeks, was absorbed by these expenses.
From August 4 to October 31, the weekly
attendance had to equal more than 4%
times the population of Milwaukee in
order to cover these deductions.
“Other Expenses — This group includes
all operating charges not included above
with the exception of taxes. Although
most of these items were relatively small
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in themselves, they aggregated five cents
of the admission dollar and required
grosses of nearly a three-week period.
“This means that the weekly attendance
from November 1 to November 18 had to
exceed the aggregate patronage which
would result if every person in Kansas
City, Mo., were to go to National Theatres
for an average of
shows a week during this time.
“Taxes — This portion of the boxoffice
dollar which amounted to 5y2 cents last
year includes real estate and personal
property taxes, payroll and social security
taxes, municipal licenses, franchise and
state income taxes and federal income
taxes.
“The charts illustrate the important
stake the various tax authorities have in
theatre business, especially in relation to
the six cents profit National makes out
of the admission dollar. It is often said
governmental authorities have been assuming a partnership interest in business. This is not strictly true in this case,
however,
tax bill
must be
is made
is based

since 2y2 cents of the 5y>-cent
represents fixed charges which
met regardless of whether a profit
and the remaining 3 cents only
upon profits.
Three Weeks for Taxes

“The

gross from November 19 to December 9, three weeks, or an attendance
of more than seven shows a week for every
man, woman and child in Seattle was required to meet the tax bills.
“It should be understood the charts and
discussion include only direct taxes which
National Theatres must pay. It does not
include federal and state admission taxes
which cost patrons another 2y2 cents during 1938, nor does it include indirect
taxes which go to increase various classifications of expense.
“Profit — The 6 cents of the boxoffice
dollar left after paying the above expenses last year represented the profit
available for (1) improvements in theatres and payment of debt to the extent
not provided for by non-cash depreciation reserves; (2) accumulation of cash
resources, and (3) payment of dividends.
“The calendar chart shows these profits were, in effect, derived from the grosses
of the last 22 days of the fiscal year. An
average attendance during this period of
almost 4y2 shows a week by the combined populations of Portland and Denings. ver was necessary to produce these earn“This is the record for National for
1938. Contrast this with the record of the
four-year period 1931-1934 when net losses, which averaged $145,000 per week in
1932 were incurred in each year. The
circuit enjoyed net profits in each of
the last four years, but it is fair to point
out our profit margin has shown a steady
decrease from the high point of nearly
7y2 cents of the boxoffice dollar in 1936
to 6 cents last year. Moreover, this rate
of return is less than that of many companies in other lines of industry which

Breakdown of Theatre
Dollar Is Scored
Kansas

City — In a letter to Boxoffice,

V. S. Gilhool of the Huish

Theatres

En-

terprises, Salt Lake City, criticizes as “untrue information” the statistical breakdown of the Hays office which asserts that
35 per cent of each theatre dollar goes to
film rentals.
“The Hays organization is a source of
propaganda for interests directly opposed
to the exhibitor’s interests when it strives
to publish such untrue information as contained in this article,” Gilhool writes. “In
the Hays article you will not notice any
reference to express, miscellaneous supplies such as carbons, etc., repairs, telephone and telegraph expense, etc. Also,
the most important part of the article
does not provide for any profit to the exhibitor. If the Hays organization feels that
five per cent in the interest and dividends
item covers it, it shows lack of knowledge
regarding theatre operation and especially
is this true since there are sizeable interest payments to be made.
“A most interesting thing in all of the
Hays organization propaganda is the fact
that 35 per cent is stated as paid to the
studios for their product. If the Hays organization, and the interests it represents,
are sincere in their spirit of fair dealing
with exhibitors, it is about time they should
start learning how much the average exhibitor can pay for film. We, as small
exhibitors, know we cannot pay 35 per cent
and stay in business and I am quite confident the Hays organization knows it, too;
the larger exhibitors usually pay a less
bitors.
percentage for film than the small exhi“The exhibitor’s plight today is a serious one and I think the time has come
when some consideration must be given to
him. He continues to pay for all the mistakes made in the industry and we all
know there are plenty of them constantly
occurring.”
earn from
sales.

10 to 20 cents on the dollar of

“Increased earnings would facilitate
raising of a large amount of additional
capital if it becomes necessary to enable
us to keep abreast of sudden changes in
the field of entertainment. For example,
when television becomes commercially
practical, it is generally conceded its most
important appeal will be the presentation
of news and sporting events while they
are taking place. Spyros Skouras forecasts the use of television will not be limited to sport and news events, but it will
broaden the horizon of entertainment in
every direction. In his opinion, television
will be the ultimate development in the
art of entertainment and consequently
lead to the largest grosses in the history
of the theatre. In order to help finance
the tremendous cost, it is logical to suppose that such programs will be offered
to theatres on a rental basis as they have
been in London. National will be prepared
to take advantage of this or any other
(Continued on page 13)
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To Para. Convention
With 58 to 60 Set

(Continued from page 11)
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Columbia in 1939-40
(Continued
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Springfield,

III. — The

world

premiere

of “Young Mr. Lincoln” at the Fox-Lincoln here on Memorial Day night will go
down as a memorable event if only for
the dignity and good taste displayed in
the launching of a piece of merchandise
that normally calls for more clattering tactics. Responsibility for the distinguished
event was in the hands of Charles E. McCarthy, 20th Century-Fox advertising and
publicity chief.
Definitely nostalgic in character and

the day’s publicity activities brought more
than 100 newspaper writers, magazine and
syndicate writers from 18 cities as well as
a flock of state dignitaries and film personalities close to things that might have
been dear to Lincoln’s heart.
The Illinois legislature, with Lt. Gov.
John Stelle and a committee of seven state
senators and seven representatives prominent throughout, and John W. Kapp,
mayor of Springfield, cooperated with 20th
Century-Fox to make the event outstanding among state functions.
Among the Hollywood players who were
in evidence were Alice Brady, Arleen Whelan and Eddie Collins, who have roles in
the picture, and Binnie Barnes and Cesar
Romero. They arrived on the streamliner
“Ann Rutledge.”
All guests were invited to a luncheon at
the Leland Hotel, tendered by the MidDay Luncheon Club of Springfield, for
which Lowell Thomas was spokesman.
Early in the afternoon tours were arranged
to take in historic points of interest, including New Salem, where Lincoln spent
his early years, to his home in the city,
which has been preserved as a museum,
and to Lincoln’s tomb.
The premiere at the Fox-Lincoln was
carried over 72 stations of the Mutual
Broadcasting System. Marian Anderson,
noted Negro contralto, set the keynote of
the premiere with a rendition of “America.”
A buffet supper was held in the grand
ballroom of the Abraham Lincoln Hotel
after the premiere.
Guests departed for their home cities the
following day.
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something akin to the film’s glorification
of the Great Emancipator, each phase of
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Claude
Washington.”
Rains — “Mr.
Larry

'Lincoln' Debuts With

Advertising , Rentals Get
37 Cents of B. O. $
(Continued from page 12)
innovation by installing new equipment,
at the proper time in order that the circuit may continue to serve the public
adequately.

At Paramount Meet —
At the top are Oscar Morgan, southern sales manager, and Lou Diamond,
head of the short subjects department.
Below are John W. Hicks jr., vicepresident in charge of foreign distribution, and Robert M. Gillham, director
of advertising and publicity.

“Increased earnings would permit the
company to add further to its financial
resources to provide against other contingencies of the future, ‘Gambee States.’
Since National is fully aware of its responsibilities to its employees as well as
to its patrons and to its stockholders,
these resources act as additional security
for the future of the organization.”
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SPRINGFIELD, ILL. — Into the gallery of distinguished performances
for the year, notable for only a few,
now enters Henry Fonda for his interpretation ofAbraham Lincoln. It
is an uncannily brilliant job he does
as the gangly and ungainly lawyer
of the west in a film which imme-

and

diately must be registered as representative of Hollywood at its adult
intelligent best.

"Youna Mr. Lincoln" is not a story
of the Great Emancipator in the
White House. It shows Lincoln at 23
as half owner of a little general store
at New Salem, 111., and carries him
along to 29 and Springfield where
his successful defense of the famous
Armstrong case starts him along the
road to ultimate greatness. There
it leaves him.
It is the friendly and

neighborly,

the kindly and dry-witted Lincoln
that is essayed with great competence, by Fonda under the firm and
finely attuned direction of John Ford.
The

purpose, as this reviewer appraises the film, was to present an
analysis of the characteristics which
made Lincoln the great figure he
was,

and, by stressing the understanding and humanity of the man,
to point up those attributes which
later arranged themselves in the
Lincoln who successfully debated
Stephen Douglas and ultimately
brought about emancipation of the
slaves and successfully fought the
Civil War.
The concentration is entirely on
the character; you are given him
lazying along, cracking jokes, patting the backside of a mule, splitting
rails, judging a pie-eating contest,
pulling in a tug-of-war, reflecting indecision, prepared always to aid the
helpless, running his store on credits.
The kind of treatment, aimed at
humanizing a significant historic figure, succeeds admirably. Designed
to convey the common touch that
was

Lincoln's, the effort clicks emphatically. Inevery probability, this
expertly etched vignette of Lincoln,
by highlighting some of the lesser
known phases of his early life, will
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impart to the public an approach entirely new and, therefore, of great
interest.
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Twentieth Century-Fox has surrounded Fonda with splendid support. Alice Brady as Abagail Clay,
second in point of performance appraisal, but never a close

second. The lengthy cast includes
Arleen Whelan, Marjorie Weaver,
Richard Cromwell, Eddie Quillan
and Donald Meek, but the Lincoln
character overwhelmingly overshadows them all.

Films and Nations
NEW

YORK — England

has passed

Confessions of a Nazi Spy" and a
lot of fellows around town who were
willing to bet to the contrary now
lose out, even if only on paper. The
Warner organization is jubilant and
with reason.
Submitted and accepted without
deletion or change was the version
now in release in this market, the
word from the distributor conveys.
The would-be gamblers had based
their conviction on the belief the
British board of censors would fail
to issue a certificate in keeping with
traditional practice that no cracks
be passed at the head of an existing
and friendly government. That is,
friendly
in the sense no formalized
war
is raging.
Thus, approval of this film indicates the establishment of a precedent. Itmust be remembered precedents do not emerge as quickly or
as easily over there as they do in
this country. Beyond that, however,
this surprise development carries
with it a suggestion of a change in
British diplomacy and a more definite about-face in its methods of
handling the Nazi situation. Mr.
Chamberlain, blowing hot and cold
between nasty words at Hitler and
further appeasement, may be figuring on giving Adolf a little hell more
firmly now. By sanction of "Nazi
Spy," he may find a convenient
method all nicely disguised in the
wraps

of a straight commercial enterprise with which the British government, of course, has nothing at
all to do.
This sounds

a great deal like an

elementary tract in international politics. Actually, it is designed to point
out again how fFms, in their broader
outline, may play a role in the affairs of nations. It emphasizes
once more the power of the screen;
it stresses the need for a reahzahon
of the obligation

inherent

in that

power

and the manner of its application. Much good can be done and
also much harm. Which it is to be
calls for constant superior judgment.
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I’M SELLING
INVITATION
TICKETS. .
’’I’m one of the 18,000 women

who

TO

HAPPINESS

have been guests of

Paramount at previews of ' Invitation to Happiness’ in
36 key cities, and who are now giving this great hearttuggrng

picture the biggest word-of-mouth

women’s

build-up given a motion

picture in years. We’ll

'Invitation to Happiness’

for you.”

sell

Read These Typical Comments from Prominent
Women

Omaha

in the 36 “Invitation to Happiness”
preview cities.

Women

Thrilled by

"Invitation to Happiness"

Atlanta Women Acclaim
"Invitation to Happiness
"Undoubtedly

"A beautiful picture
which surely tugs at

finest, most
ful picture I
seen. It was
'Invitation

your H.heartstrings!”
Mrs.
A. Scogin, Sr.
"Very close to everyone’s heart, home
and happiness.” — H. A. Moreheard,
Parent-Teachers Association

Milwaukee

Women

Endorse

the

delighthave yet
truly an
to Hap-

— Mrs. John W. Meyer
"Outstanding. Perfect cast. Wonderful home appeal.pines
Strong
s’.” character
portrayal!” — Ain. D. D. McMasters

"Invitation to Happiness"
"A
great bepicture
—
should
awarded
the Pulitzer
Prize.”
— Sulvia
Loos

Fort Worth Women Praise
"Invitation to Happiness
"Unique in its power
to keep the audience
in suspense until the

"A truly American
picture with 1939interpretations.” — Ain. Alma Steuhler

Denver Women

"The most charming

Cheer

"Invitation to Happiness"
"Every young couple
in love should see it!”
-Ain. A. M. Ferguson
"Full of human interest and bubbling
over with entertainment. Should crack the hardest
shell!”

-Hilda Cornish Coates
very finish!”

— Pearl P. Reinhardt

piece of love and romance

I have

seen since 'Romeo and Juliet’!”
— Mrs. J. W. Douglas
"One

of the most

have ever seen!”

human

shows

Dorothy Mohr

I

Majors Challenge All
For Belter Formula
(Continued from page 4)
been made it cannot be changed

except

by mutual agreement.”
In regard to selective contracts, “this
provision should and will speed up availability, as it compels those who have selective contracts to act within 21 days after
availability.”
Answering W. B. Stein of Flemington,
N. J., on score charges and their elimination, the M-G-M sales manager said
“every distributor will try to recoup score
charges to the best of its ability.”
The same exhibitor asked if an exhibitor
could sign for the arbitration provision
whether or not his organization accepted
it. To which Rodgers answered, “I believe it will be adopted by all exhibitors
even if distributors have to go out and
solicit the theatre owners
Many of the terms of
will be incorporated in a
it was stated, and there

of the country.”
the trade draft
master contract,
is no assurance

for the arbitration provisions. “Some feel
it may be compulsory arbitration if these
clauses are included,” Rodgers said.
It was pointed out by Harry G. Kosch,
attorney for the local Allied unit, that
Paramount has a clause 19 in its contract and unless the distributor and exhibitor sign it, the arbitration is not effective. Rodgers said he does not believe
what existed in the past will have any
bearing on the new plan.
When another exhibitor brought up the
question of forcing shorts, the M-G-M
sales manager said all the exhibitor has
to do in such instances is telegraph the
home office of the distributor involved
within 48 hours. Further, questions of this
kind can always be arbitrated.
Cites "Right to Buy"
Granting the exhibitor the right to buy
will not create an open market, Rodgers
stated in answer to another exhibitor’s
question. “It will create a disadvantage to
your theatre as well as a maior circuit.
The right to buy means no exhibitor can
take your product away and it assures the
exhibitor his same supply of product. If
his product is taken away, the exhibitor
always has the right to appeal to an arbitration board.”
As long as an exhibitor keeps abreast of
the times in the operation of his theatre
he does not have to fear chain invasion.
Rodgers emphasized major circuits which
have franchises do not have provisions in
them for new theatres that may be acquired from time to time.
As for clearance, Rodgers said “In my
humble opinion seven days clearance is
ample where the exhibitor pays for it.
Again this is subject for arbitration. Usual y a man who pays for clearance should
have priority.
Another exhibitor wanted to know if
changes can be made in the two-year trial,
to which Rodgers responded, “If suggestions are good and properly worded we
are perfectly willing to modify the draft.”
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To Make Final Pact Plea
At Allied Convention
(Continued

Gov't Bends Efforts
To Link Columbia

from page 4)

therefore, the problem of changing an existing order for the better because any
other kind of change would not be progress. That would be retrogression.”
Several days later, Myers said that many
of the suggestions he made have been incorporated in the arbitration proposals
and many others “kicked around all over
the lot.” His views on the arbitration plan
proposed are encouraging, however.
Cole, in discussing the plan, sees something which will provide considerable fodder for a dissemination of various views at
the local convention. His own views, naturally, are being withheld for the open
forum here when he is expected to go to
town.
Ed Kuykendall, president of the
MPTOA, after a fii’st glance and without
due study of the proposals, repeats the old
adage, “the proof of the pudding is in the
Harry Brandt, president of the ITOA,
eating.”
sees most of the objections by independent
exhibitor groups which participated in the
negotiations as virtually eliminated.
However, there are a number of independent exhibitors who will ask distributors to clear up certain points in the arbitration draft, such as the question of appeal where parties are dissatisfied with
board decisions, who is to pay for the
permanent secretaries being set up in each
key city, are the boards an offshoot of the
old Film Boards, and why on so important
a topic as clearance and zoning is there
to be a distributor representative, an affiliated circuit representative matched
against one independent although provision is made for two neutral men to sit
on the same board?

(Continued

of five per cent in conjunction with another feature. The contracts for said season further provide that 25 per cent pictures served out of the Boston and New
Haven exchanges would be reduced to 15
per cent if shown in conjunction with another feature and 20 per cent pictures in
all districts would be reduced to 15 per cent
if shown in conjunction with another feature.
“Certain of the contracts for the exhibition of Columbia pictures in theatres
owned, operated, managed, or controlled
by Warners, or its subsidiary or affiliated
corporations, during 1936-37 season provided in substance, as follows : In the New
England zone pictures which were to be
exhibited at 25 per cent and 30 per cent
were to be exhibited at a reduction of five
per cent if shown in conjunction with another feature. In the Philadelphia and
West Coast zones the cost of the second
feature was to be deducted from the 30
and 25 per cent pictures, provided said
cost did not exceed the top price flat
rental terms. At the Lincoln, Union City,
N. J., six 25 per cent pictures, if shown
in conjunction with another feature, were
to be reduced to 20 per cent, with the cost
of the second feature to be deducted from
the gross before the film rental was computed. The 20 per cent pictures in all zones
were to be reduced to 15 per cent if
shown in conjunction with another fea-

Central , Midwest , West
At WB Drive Top
ture.”
New

Denies Monogram Seeking
Additional Financing
New

York — Reports

Monogram

is seek-

ing additional financing are denied by W.
Ray Johnston, president, who states the
company is definitely in the black and has
enough funds available for all requirements.
Pointing to the financial statement for
the five months ended April 1 during which
Monogram showed a consolidated profit
of $57,308 of which $20,175 is for the first
three months of the current year, Johnston predicts a much better report for
April, May and June.

Universal Revives Short
Subject Sales Dept .
New

York

— Universal

is reviving

its

short subjects sales division with Leo
Abrams, New York branch manager, in
charge. The move to re-establish the division is seen as resulting from the trade
practice code provision prohibiting the
forcing of shorts sales with features.
Dave Levy, formerly with M-G-M, succeeds Abrams at the New York exchange.

from page 6)

York — Warner

midwest,

west coast

and central, in that order, are the windistrictswhich
for $25,000
year’s
Sears ning
Drive,
wound inupthis
April
15,
after 16 weeks. The final week of the
drive hit an estimated $2,000,000 in billings recorded, a new company high.
lowing:
Sharing in the prize money are the folFirst prize — Rud Lohrenz, head of the
midwest district. Also participating are
Branch Managers Tom Gilliam, Chicago;
Clarence Olson, Minneapolis; R. T. Smith,
Milwaukee; Hall Walsh, St. Louis; A. W.
Anderson, Des Moines, and Sid Rose,
Omaha.
Second prize — W. E. Callaway, western
district manager. Other district exchange
managers are William F. Gordon, Salt
Lake City; A1 Shmitken, San Francisco;
V. Stewart, Portland; E. A. Bell, Denver,
and N. H. Brower, Los Angeles.
Third prize — Robert Smeltzer, central
district manager. Also branch managers
Harry Seed, Pittsburgh; F. E. North, Detroit; W. G. Mansell, Philadelphia; Ralph
Kinsler,
Cincinnati, and H. J. Ochs, Cleveland.
Warnerites
Chicago — Pearle

to Wed

Fireman

of the

War-

ner exchange here will be married August 6 to Ted Levy, company booker.
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opposition theatres, and by depriving and causing him to be deprived of desired product.
Photosho, McAlester, Okla. ; Joseph C. Boss;

Government Charges

1919-20.
Paramount
Pictures, Inc., after promising independent exhibitor exclusive right to show Paramount products in McAlester, Okla., opened an

Seen Only Starter

opposition theatre,
vice, increased the

interfered with his film serprice of films above contract

Named

in Answer

price,

(Continued
theatre
actual

because

of

opening and
atres, and because

from page 5)
and

the

operation of opposition
of threats to deprive,

threats

to

open,

theand

actually

depriving and causing him
to be deprived, of desired product.
Granada, Sioux City, Iowa; Nathan
and
Abe
Sadoff; 1936.
Independent exhibitor was forced to lease his
theatre because of the imposition of unreasonable clearance and
because he
was
deprived
desired product.
Strand, Gardiner, Me.; Willard B. Harwood;
1933-1937.
The independent exhibitor was forced to sell
his theatre because he was deprived of desired
products; because of the operation of an opposition theatre; because of a price war; because
of unwarranted
interference with his advertising; because of the imposition of unreasonable
clearance.
of

Swan.
Columbus,
Neb.; William
N.
Youngclaus; 1935.
Independent exhibitor was
forced to sell his
lease in the Swan Theatre because Central States
Theatres Corporation, a
Paramount
subsidiary,
operating the Columbus
Theatre, took necessary
first run product away from him.
Liberty and Orpheum,
Lincoln, Neb.; Frank
Eager; 1933.
Independent exhibitor was forced to lease his
theatre because he was deprived of desired product.

D.

State and Stratton, Middletown, N. Y. ; Edward
Quittner; 1928-1931.
Producer
exhibitor sought to acquire independent exhibitor's theatres by charging him excessive film rentals; by imposing upon him unreasonable block booking terms and other harsh
and oppressive terms; by opening and operating
opposition theatre; and by depriving him, and
causing him to be deprived of desired product.
Palace and Marion, Marion, Ohio; Theatrical
Managers, Inc.; 1933 or 1934.
Threat to oppose independent exhibitor in its
Indiana situation by the erection of new theatres.
Garing, Greenville, S. C. ; L. D. Joel; 19191920.
Independent exhibitor was
forced to sell his
theatre because of threats to open and the actual
opening and operation of opposition theatres; and
because he was deprived of desired products.
State, Watertown,
S. D. ; Carl P. Knudsen;
1932-1936.
The independent exhibitor
his theatre because he was
and necessary product.

was
forced
deprived of

to sell
desired

Rio, Beaumont, Tex.; Robert Z. Glass; 1935.
Independent exhibitor was
forced to sell his
theatre because of his inability to get desirable
product.
Knox, Fair
Glass; 1937.

and

Long,

Dallas,

Tex.;

Robert

Z.

Independent exhibitor was
forced to sell his
theatre because of discriminatory clearance, minimum admission prices, elimination of double featuring, threats of increased clearance and threats
of loss of product.
Varsity, Dallas, Tex.; Paul Scott; 1937.
Independent exhibitor was forced to sell his
theatre due
to discriminatory clearance, minimum admission prices, the threat of buying all
product and threatening to and building in opposition.
Joy, Tyler, Tex.; H. E. Fulgham;
1937.
Refusal to sell product and
threats to use
every means to close the doors of the theatre.
Opera
House,
Greenville, Tex.; Theo.
Palemanakos; 1918-1919.
Paramount Pictures, Inc., forced Palemanakos to
sell his theatre by threatening to build opposition theatre and by threatening to deprive and
actually depriving Palemanakos
of desirable product.
Theatre owned
by W.
H. Powers, Henderson,
Tex.; 1932.
Independent exhibitor was
forced to sell his
theatre because of inability to secure desirable
product and
the threat to and actually building in opposition.
Rialto, Jacksonville, Tex.; New
Dixie, Bryan,
Tex.; Stone Fort, Nacogdoches, Tex.; Stone Fort,
Austin, Tex.; Stone Fort, Seguin, Tex.; Strand,
Marshall, Tex.;
Sabine, Port
Arthur,
Tex.;
Creighton, Conroe, Tex.; L. M. Threet, President
Inca Theatres, Inc.; 1935.
Independent exhibitor was forced to sell theatres because of inability to secure desirable
product.
Dorbandt and Claire, Jacksonville, Tex.; Ross
Dorbandt; 1935.
Independent exhibitor was
forced to sell his
theatres because of the threat of loss of product.
Casino and Liberty, Jacksonville, Fla.; L. D.
Joel; 1919.
Efforts were made
to force independent exhibitor to sell his theatres by threatening to
and
by actually opening and
operating

open
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deprived him of desired product, and induced owner of building not to let premises for
theatrical purposes, thereby forcing independent
exhibitor out of theatre exhibition business.
1923.
Grand, Columbia, Tenn. ; H. H. Jackson; 1921-

Four Firms Variously

Efforts were
made
to force independent exhibitor to sell his theatre by threatening to open
an opposition theatre and by depriving him
of
desired product.
Majestic, Tyler, Tex.; S. G. Fry; 1935.
Independent exhibitor was forced to turn over
his lease of a theatre because of the threat to
build a
theatre in opposition and his inability
to secure desirable product.
Cine, Chicago, 111.; Sam Meyers; 1936.
Immediately after wwork
commenced
upon the
independent theatre. Paramount,
through a subsidiary, announced publicly that it intended to
erect a
theatre in the immediate
vicinity and
paid the owner of a nearby lot a sum of money
for the privilege of placing a steam shovel upon
his land and commenced
to excavate upon it.
Intimidated by the threat of an affiliated opposition theatre the independent exhibitor entered into an agreement
with a
subsidiary of
Paramount
for the construction of what
is now
the Cine Theatre at their joint cost and for the
operation of that theatre when it was constructed by the subsidiary of Paramount
as the managing partner.
Unnamed
theatre, Belmont
near Central Ave.,
Chicago, 111.; Harry Solomon; about 1935.
Immediately
after announcement
by the independent exhibitor that a
theatre would
be
constructed, Paramount,
through
a
subsidiary,
announced the construction of an opposition theatre in the vicinity and commenced
excavation
for what
is now
the Will Rogers. Intimidated
by the threat of an affiliated opposition theatre,
the

independent

exhibitor

abandoned

his

pro-

Avon, Decatur, 111.; Gust Constan; about 1929.
ject.
The independent exhibitor was threatened with
the reopening of the Bijou Theatre in Danville
by a subsidiary of Paramount
unless he sold his
house to it and he was warned that if the Bijou
was

reopened he would have difficulty in operating the Avon.
Theatre unknown
to petitioner, Anderson, Ind. ;
Verner U. Young; 1928.
a

Immediately after the acquisition of a site for
theatre in Anderson, Ind., by the independent

exhibitor, he was threatened by Paramount
Pictures, Inc., or its subsidiary, with the erection
of an
opposition theatre by Paramount
unless
he sold his site to Paramount
Pictures, Inc., and
refrained from building a theatre in the town.
Evangeline. New
Iberia, La.; Kalil Sliman;
1933-1939.
Efforts

were

made

to

purchase

or

acquire

con-

trol of the independent exhibitor’s theatre by
threatening to open and by actually opening and
operating opposition theatres, and by threatening to deprive, and by actually depriving and
causing him to be deprived of desired product.
Urban, North Mankato, Minn.; Irving Gillman;
1936-1937.
Independent exhibitor lost his theatre because
theatres were opened and operated in opposition
to him and because he was deprived of desired
product.
Rialto and Colonial, Greenville, Tex.; H. A. Cole
and A. W. Lilly; 1932-1938.
An effort was made
to force independent exhibitors out of business by opening and operating opposition theatres and by depriving them
of desired product.
Jefferson, Huntsville, Ala.; Strand and Grand,
Forence, Ala.; C. L. Hackworth;
1919-1922.
Efforts were
made
to force independent exhibitor to sell his theatres by threatening to
open, and
by actually opening and
operating
opposition theatre, and by threatening to deprive, and by actually depriving and causing
independent exhibitor to be deprived of desired
product.
Crystal, Greenville, Tex.; F. R. Newman;
19191921.
Efforts were made
to force independent exhibitor to sell his theatre by opening and operating opposition theatre and by depriving him of
desired product.
Lone Star and
Lamb,
Ranger, Tex.; H.
S.
Cole; 1919-1920.
Efforts were
made
to force independent exhibitor to sell his theatres by threatening to
open, and
by actually opening and
operating
opposition theatre; by threatening to deprive and
by actually depriving independent exhibitor of
desired product; and
by interfering with film
service.
Old Mill, Queen, Crystal and Palace, Dallas,
Tex.; Hippodrome
and Palace, Fort Worth. Tex.;
Queen and Zoe, Houston, Tex.; Queen and Tremont, Galveston, Tex.; Hippodrome,
Waco, Tex.;
E. H. Hulsey; 1919.
Paramount
Pictures, Inc., forced independent
exhibitor to sell it his theatres, by depriving
him of desired product; by threatening to open,
and

by

opening

atres; and by

and

causing

operating,
independent

opposition
exhibitor’s

thefi-

nancial

backers

to

cease

supporting

RADIO-KEITH-ORPHEUM
Capitol,
1934-1936.

Marshalltown,

Iowa;

him.

CORP.

C.

C.

Dunsmoor;

Independent exhibitor was forced to lease his
theatre because of the opening and operation of
theatres in opposition to him
and
because he
was deprived of desired product.
Kingsway,
Brooklyn, N. Y. ; Century Circuit;
1934.
RKO
threatened to build a theatre in opposition to the Kingsway
Theatre and take product
away from the Kingsway
Theatre if independent
exhibitor did not permit RKO
to take over the
operation of the Kingsway
Theatre upon terms
satisfactory to it.
Merrick, Long Island, N. Y. ; Century Circuit;
1934.
RKO
threatened to take product away
from
the Merrick Theatre and put it in the Alden
Theatre which it was contemplating to take over
if independent exhibitor did not permit RKO
to take over the operation of the Merrick Theatre upon terms satisfactory to it. Subsequently
RKO
did take over the Alden Theatre and took
product away
from the Merrick Theatre.

20TH CENTURY-FOX

FILM CORP.

Compton,
Compton,
Calif.; Compton
Corporation; 1934-137.
Independent exhibitor was
forced to
theatre because of threats to build and
and

the

actual

building

and

Theatre
sell its
operate,

operation

of

an

opposition theatre; because of threats to deprive and because it was in fact deprived, of
desired product, and because of the imposition
of excessive increases in film rental prices.
Tower,
1935.

Los

Angeles,

Calif.;

H.

L.

Gumbiner;

Independent exhibitor was forced to lease his
theatre because he was deprived of the desired
necessary product.
1932.
Sunkist,

Pomona,

Calif.;

Maurice

Feigenbaum;

Independent exhibitor was
forced
theatre because
he
was
deprived
product.
Brookside, Kansas
City,
dent;
1937.
•
atre
Corporation;
Stanley

to sell his
of desired

Mo. ; Brookside TheH.
Schwartz, Presi-

Independent exhibitor was
forced to sell its
theatre because of the imposition of excessive
clearance; because it was
deprived of desired
product; and because of the threat to open and
operate opposition theatre.
Lincoln, Mozart, Alamo
Wis. ; B. K. Fischer; 1936.

and

Pearl,

Milwaukee,

Independent exhibitor was forced to transfer
his lease on the Lincoln Theatre because of destructive price cutting by opposition theatres
and intimations that additional opposition theatres would be operated. The producer exhibitor
partnership interest in independent
acquired a
result of assurexhibitor’s other theatres as a
ances that he could license product cheaper and
be operated
that no opposition theatres would
against him.
Grace, Milwaukee, Wis.;
Park, Pearl and
Layton YVashicheck;
Charles
1936.
20th

Century-Fox

Film

Corporation

ac-

theexhibitor’s
of the independentconveyed
quired
to the
atres
as acontrolresult of rumors
going to build and
was
independent that Fox
operate theatres in opposition to him.

WARNER
E.

BROS.

PICTURES.

Seco and Silver, Silver
S. Wilcox; 1933-1938.

Independent
lease because
clearance.

Spring,

exaction of
tals, coupled with
ing theatres would

the
that

William

exhibitor was
forced to sell his
of the imposition of unreasonable

Geneva, Lake Geneva, Wis.;
Wis.; William Silcock; 1937.
The

INC.

Md.;

Delavan,

Delavan.

unreasonably high film renthe suggestion that competbe built; block booking and

forcing of short subjects and newsreels; refusal by all distributors to recognize the fact
both Lake Geneva and Delavan are resort

towns

and that Mr. Silcock needed only a relatively small amount
of product for the winter
a result a deal w7as made with Stanmonths;dardasKenosha
Theatres, Inc., a
subsidiary of
Standard
Theatres, Inc., which is affiliated with
Warner.

Capitol, Wheeling, W. Va.; Capitol Theatre Co.,
and Capitol Enterprises, Inc.; 1931-1938.
Producer exhibitor sought to acquire independent exhibitor’s theatre by deliberately causing
poor quality pictures to be played therein; by
threatening to deprive and by depriving independent exhibitor, and causing it to be deprived
of

desired product; by causing independent exhibitor’s tenant to default in rental payments; by
discouraging prospective tenants from
leasing
property; by inducing foreclosure proceedings on
property; by endeavoring to purchase and by purchasing an equity in property in order to gain
control thereof.
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Get Three Weeks for

La Crosse Plaintiff

Suit Record Study

Claims Suit Point

Chicago — Defense

Milwaukee — Robert A. Hess and Eugene
Saunders, local attorneys and counsel for
the La Crosse Theatres Co., La Crosse,

attorneys in the government’s criminal contempt case in federal court have the next three weeks to
examine the scores of documents and records which have already been introduced
by department of justice attorneys.
The records introduced before Special
Master Edgar Eldredge are only a few
compared to the several thousands in the
24 cases which are expected to be introduced before the hearing is completed.
That is, provided the defense attorneys
are unsuccessful in having this work speeded up.

Wis., declared the theatres’ firm won a
point in its favor in its $1,050,000 suit
against leading film distributing companies
as the result of an order by Federal Judge
Gunnar Nordby at Minneapolis obliging
the defendants to answer questions put to
them in adverse examinations.
Defendants in the suit, besides a number of individuals, are the Paramount Distributing Pictures, Inc., 20th Century-Fox
Corp., United Artists Corp., the Welworth
Theatres of Wisconsin and the Minnesota
Amusement Co.

The case will be resumed before Master
Eldredge on June 22 when more documents
will be read into the records.
Hearings thus far have caused considerable argument on the fine points of the
case between government and defense attorneys. One is on whether the government is to be granted the privilege of obtaining records from B&K and the exchanges on gross film rental paid and received annually since 1926, much farther
back that the consent decree, signed in
1932.
Master Eldredge is to give his decision
on this on June 22, when the hearing is
resumed, but shortly before the last session was completed he commented in court
unofficially that ‘now, as this impresses
me, I don’t see how the government can
seek records back to 1926.”
Comments

on

Hearing

Numerous comments from the hearing
thus far are interesting. Interesting, too,
were some of the arguments of Robert
Golding, of the firm of Kirkland, Fleming, Green, Martin and Ellis, in which he
quoted passages from his comments when
the case first came before Federal Judge
Charles Woodward last November. Then,
he argued the case would become a lengthy
one, with thousands of documents to be
introduced and examined; whereas, he
quoted Robert Wright, the government
attorney, as saying back in November, that
the case could be disposed of in a week
or a month.
‘‘We started out with a simple little lawsuit that might have been disposed of in a
week or so, it is true,” he said. ‘‘But, I
knew then that the government would try
to make it all-inclusive and add to its
length and time of hearing. So far, that
is right, and with the government seeking
data back to 1926, it will make it even
worse.”
He added: ‘‘I found very little of the
lawsuit in the information filed by the
government, not very much more in the
bill of particulars furnished, but most of
it in

the

ments.”
Frederick

government
Burnham

attorneys’
of

Mayer,

arguMayer,

Austrian & Platt, another defense attorney, said the government is trying to
“broaden

this case too much.”

“The government draws the inference of
coercion because we were merely in the
position to coerce,” he declared, “but it
does not show actually any time the way,
how, where, when and who was coerced,

The action was started a year ago in
federal court for the western district of
Wisconsin. Last February and April, a

— -Metropolitan Photos

Kisses tor Mary —
The

homey touch as Miss Pickford arrived from the coast. Papa Murray Silverstone holds his daughter, Barbara,
as she iviplants one kiss. On the right
is Marilyn, oldest Silverstone
ing likewise.

child, do-

sion on the application of Skouras Theatres Corp., Fox Metropolitan Playhouses,
and Fox Theatres Corp. to examine David
Lazar, president of Lazfox, Inc., before
trial.
Lazfox is suing for $100,000, claiming
breach of a contract made Feb. 21, 1931,
whereby the two Fox companies granted
them candy concessions in 75 theatres.
These concessions were later assigned to
Skouras and
the contract allegedly
breached.
claims

the

plaintiff

at Minneapolis. The defendants, on instruction of counsel, refused to answer certain questions.

Nordby

York — Supreme Court Justice
I. Rosenman has reserved deci-

Skouras
the pact.

breached

to answer 43 questions. Others ordered to answer were: L. J. Ludwig, secretary-treasurer ofthe same company; Morton A. Levy, district manager, 20th Century-Fox, and Edmond R. Rubin, president
of Welworth.
The

Tire complaint

New York — Loew's board of directors
meet June 7 to take action on the regular
quarterly common
dividend due then.
Most

likely the regular 50 cents disbursement will be approved without extras.

and that will be demanded by us. So, the
more broadening the case becomes the more
we will demand of the government . . .
The

government cannot conclude that because bigness puts you in a position to
dominate, that you actually have done

the government attorney, has
so Wright,
. . .”
returned to Washington and will be back
for the hearing June 22, while Seymour
Simon, the other Washington attorney on
the case, remained here.
Meanwhile, it is understood FBI agents
are scrutinizing data and records which
the government
nished by B&K.

subpoenaed

and

were

fur-

also ordered

the defend-

in the action

alleges the

chain

had fallen through. Welworth operates the Hollywood and the Fifth Avenue
in La Crosse, while La Crosse Theatres Co.

operates the Bijou, Wisconsin, Strand, Rivoli and Riviera theatres in that city.

in La

On Quarterly Dividend

has

defendants conspired to “freeze” the plaintiffs out of business after negotiations to
sell the La Crosse Theatres to a national

The

Board Acts June 7

court

ants to pay costs and attorney fees involved in the proceedings before the commissioner.

unable

Loew

of defendants were examined adversely before a United States commissioner

John J. Friedl, president of the Minnesota Amusement Co., was ordered by Judge

Application to Question
Lazar Being Weighed
New
Samuel

number

latter company

contends

it has been

to secure product since the Welworth company has erected its two houses
Crosse.

A Gesture by Equity tor
A Place in Television
New

York — With

television’s

the

“development

observation
will be

that

rapid,”

Equity, official organ of Actors’ Equity
Ass’n, in its current editorial, sees it "both
logical and necessary to remind its members that the jurisdiction over the field of
television rests with the Actors’ Equity
Ass’n, as it has for more than nine years,
with repeated affirmations to that effect
and considerable study of its development
during the experimental stage.”
The editorial addresses to its members

a

request they report to Equity all offers
and terms made by producers for television work, “that the interests of all members of all branches of the 4A’s can be
safeguarded and their rights adequately
protected, provided only that the spirit of
‘One for all and all for one’ continues to
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. . . at RADIO

CITY MUSIC

HALL

“A swashbuckling story of adventure . .
moves quickly and excitedly across the
screen”, says New York Daily News.
Beats every attraction in town. Held
over second big week.

. . . at the CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO
Breaks all time attendance and money
record. Moved over to Orpheum for continuous first run.

. . . at LOEW S STATE, NEW ORLEANS
Hits 137 per cent of average as first four
days equal normal weekly gross for
theatre.

. . . at the ORPHEUM,

MONTREAL

Joe Lightstone, owner of the Orpheum,
reports second biggest opening of year.
Held over second week of indefinite
long run.

HAL ROACH

presents

•?

starring

BRIAN AHERNE • VICTOR McLAGLEN
with JUNE LANG • JOHN CARRAWNE • PAUL LUKAS • DOUGLASS DUMBRILLE
GEORGE ZUCCO • VIRGINIA FIELD • and a tremendous supporting cast
directed

by HAL

ROACH

RELEASED

Screenplay

by Grover

THRU

Jones, Jack Jevne and William

UNITED

ARTISTS

DeMille

Hoyts in Australia
To Expand Inland

Hollywood — Charlie Ruggles, the studio just found out, played a Japanese
houseboy

New

York — Hoyts’

circuit, according

to

Charles E. Munro, operating head, will
embark on a policy of expansion in suburban centers as soon as its present program
of consolidation and improvement of its
present holdings is completed.
Largest of the Australian theatre chains,
Hoyts’ has 115 houses and approximately
85 more affiliated houses.
With most of Australia’s population
congregated in the costal cities, the trend,
naturally, has been toward building the
larger theatres there. Consequently Munro
believes the capital cities are overseated.
“We will attempt to expand in towns
which are not catered to by other exhibitors,” he says, “or we will acquire interests
in situations where exhibitors are willing
to join with us. We will not oppose existing exhibitor interests under any conditions.”
Turning to a general appraisal of the
Australian situation, Munro looks for a
hike in taxation as a result of increased
war expenditures. It is too early, he says,
to prophesy what form the taxes will take
but the industry will have to bear its
share.
As for the quota law, Munro finds it
working very satisfactorily. He claims it
allows the big pictures to get more money
through the extension of playing time and
is of the opinion that exhibitors will profit
by it if they do not abuse the privilege.
Hoyts, he reveals, is turning more and
more to stage entertainment. “We find
there is a definite demand for ‘live’ stage
shows and we intend to supply it to our
patrons.”
Munro says he has been
association with Snider and
lately has featured Jan Rubini
Adler throughout the circuit.
a versatile stock company with
of established plays could prove
lar in Australia.

working in
Dean and
and Larry
He believes
a repertoire
very popu-

Of coui'se, the biggest problem is the
matter of transportation, he maintains.
“We

could use a stage group on a percentage basis, if I could find one,” Munro adds.
Concerning advertising and exploitation,
he states Hoyts spends as much as 40
per cent of the gross for that purpose in

Slighting Maureen
Pretty Badly
Hollywood — Maureen O'Sullivan was
driving her sporty English car to work
recently

when

another

alongside, its driver
over to the curb.
"Excuse

me,

miss,"

“I rent automobiles
and I could use

car

waving

the

pulled

up

her to pull

driver

said.

to movie companies
a tricky little auto

like yours. If you'd care to rent it, I
might even be able to get you an exshots
tates."
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Warner's Profit for
Half Is $1,665,888

Evidence , Perhaps ,
For Mr, Chan

tra's job driving it for ’atmosphere'
in smart country clubs and es-

San

in one of his first stage
pearances. It was a play about

Francisco

Ruggles
Funny

earthquake,

apthe

New

has lived through."
how things get around!

Prudential Institutes a
Reserved Seat Plan
New

York — Prudential

Playhouse

has

instituted a reserved seat policy for the
summer at the Southampton, Southampton, L. I., starting May 25. Opening attraction under the shift from continuous
performances

is “Rose

of

Washington

The new Greenport, Greenport, in the
same
circuit, opened May 11 on a single
Square.”
feature policy. Occasionally, a second
film will be booked.
Edward L. Hyman, for 17 years with
the Mark Strand interests and more recently with Century as general manager,
now is assistant to Joseph M. Seider, Prudential president. He is assisting in film
buys and operations. Herb Millard, formerly with M&P in Boston, has joined
Prudential as home office statistician in
the Paramount Bldg.

Paramount Answer Seeks
Dismissal of Tully Suit
New

York — Dismissal

of the Jim

York — A

net

operating

profit of

$1,665,888 for the 26 weeks ending February 25 is reported by Warner. The figure compares with $2,824,618 for the corresponding period in 1938.

“which

Tully

suit against Paramount on the ground the
writer authorized the use of his name in
connection with publicity on “Back Door
to Heaven” is sought in an answer filed in
federal court.
The distributor claims Tully requested
Paramount to issue a statement to the effect he was departing from the coast to
lecture on the picture based on his life.
William K. Howard and Odessco Productions are also defendants in the $50,000
action.
many situations. Advertising is a big item
of expense among exhibitors since distributors stipulate the minimum amount
of money to be spent on each picture.
But, says Munro, there has been considerable cooperation among exhibitors
and distributors in the last 12 months and
they are making every effort to reduce
the expenditure on advertising.
He points out that in Sydney there are
more “season houses,” or what are known
more commonly as extended run houses,
than any other city in the world. There
are 11 where the minimum run is two
weeks. Of these, Hoyts operates six. This
condition, he informs, exists in the other
cities but on a smaller scale.
Clearance in the main cities, according
to Munro, is a matter of availability of
prints. In some cases, first run houses in
Melbourne, which is only about 50 miles
from Sydney, have to wait two to three
months for pictures.
Munro expects to remain here until
early in July. He is here to size up the
product situation and check film contracts.

This year’s earnings are equivalent, on
preferred stock, to $16.15 per share on
103,107 outstanding, and 39 cents on 3,701,090 outstanding shares of common
stock. Dividends in arrears as of March
1 on the preferred amounted to $26.95 per
share.
Net profit for the period before charges
of amortization and depreciation and federal income taxes was $5,187,173, while
gross income, after eliminating intercompany transactions, was $52,216,483. During the period there was a net credit of
$240,645 made directly to earned surplus.
The company’s financial statement notes
“the $1,019,000 principal amount of debentures held in the treasury at February
25 includes certificates of deposit for $444,000 principal amount of debentures deposited under the plan of exchange of
optional six per cent convertible debentures, series due 1939, for six per cent debentures, series due 1948.”
It also states 367,087 shares of common
stock are reserved for conversion of $26,681,000 principal amount of optional six
per cent convertible debentures, series
1939, outstanding on February 25, and for
the payment of interest thereon to maturity in common stock.

Deny L, Lawrence Weber
" Waltzes " Injunction
New

York — Supreme

Court

Justice

Julius Miller has denied a temporary injunction to L. Lawrence Weber, who is
suing Vedis Films, Inc., and Lenarch, Inc.,
operators of the Filmarte, for a permanent injunction and an accounting of
profits, claiming the unauthorized and
illegal playing of “Trois Waltzes.”
The suit alleges the plaintiff purchased
the
the play,
“Three
Waltzes,”
from rights
Select toTheatres
Corp.
for $10,000.
The picture was made by Sofror Films
and released in this country by Vedis.

An Actress Ponders
The Future
Hollywood — An

actress

since

she

was

four years old, Judith Barrett admits a desire to make some changes
in her future activity.
a

“What I want is a home of my own,
husband, and the family life that

goes with
not mean
You

it," she observes.
that I am giving

“This does
up my ca-

reer as an actress. I should say not.
know how it is in show business.

If you

get

a

good

part, others

are

al-

most sure to follow."
Especially the followers.
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Pad Gets Brandi 0. K.
Conciliation

"With Exception"

New
many

as

York — "When the arbitration plan is set up, it is our determination
minor disputes as possible through conciliation before submitting

arbitration

New

York

—

Speaking

“On the surface,” says Brandt, “this appears satisfactory; a three to two decision
in favor of the independent is possible.
But, frankly, we have had some ‘close to
the line’ experiences where an affiliated
operator and a distributor are on the
same side. So I say, why should the independent exhibitor be placed at the bottom of the pile?”
Brandt has no solution, he admits, but
is leaving it for the consideration of Milton C. Weisman, attorney for the ITOA
and who has been working closely with
the distributors’ attorneys as an arbitration consultant. “Maybe Weisman will say
this is the best way, after all, so I am
withholding official action on the draft
until he studies and analyzes it thoroughly.”
Each of the heads of the remaining six
independent exhibitor units have been advised by Brandt to wait for Weisman’s reactions before declaring their organizations. There is a possibility of a joint
meeting of the independent negotiators
here next week.
Meanwhile, Leon Rosenblatt, treasurer
of the ITOA, has been selected chairman
of the local group which will go to the
Minneapolis Allied convention, June 13-15.
Brandt, David Weinstock, Rudolph Sanders, Weisman and Lionel Toll will round
out the committee which may be increased
to 10.
The New York Allied contingent leaving for Minneapolis will be headed by Max
A. Cohen, president, E. Thornton Kelly,
Mitchell Conery, Max Cohen, Brooklyn exhibitor and Harry Kosch. Abe Stone of
Albany and several other upstate Allied
members are planning to go along unofficially and on their own.

Waive
Miami — By

Miami

agreement,

a jury trial will

be waived in the Herman Weingarten suit
against Wometco, Paramount and major
distributors. No exceptions to the application for a more detailed bill of particulars have been made by plaintiff’s
counsel. Trial of the “monopoly” charges
has not been set by Federal Judge John
W. Holland because of a crowded calendar.
BOXOFFICE
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June
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E

This

arbitration

has

always

been

our

intention,

although

to settle
them to

it is not

men-

proposals."

The declaration is that of William F. Rodgers, key figure on the distributors' side
in trade practice negotiations, and is in answer to a question submitted by BOXOFFICE after some exhibitor reaction to the arbitration plan.
Rodgers feels considerable time and energy may be saved when small claims
are filed with arbitration boards if secretaries in all exchange centers attempt to
handle them as a conciliator. If this approach fails, the claim automatically goes to
the full board for adjudication, Rodgers explains.

Problems lo Public

"Fish or Cut Bait,"
Cohen Advises UA
New

York — It is the

need

Via Theatre Sheet

for future

“permanent negotiation” and not necessarily the immediate subscription to the
latest trade code proposals that Max
Cohen, Allied of New York president, admonishes UA to “fish or cut bait.”
Cohen, personally, foresees the widest
possible individual acceptance among all
exhibitor interests to the code. Should
this eventuate, he maintains that the way
will first be opened for further “peaceful
and economic” deliberation on many trade
factors. In this respect, he holds, it is
essential that the eight majors represent
a “united front.”
If on the other hand, UA persists in its
attitude that it cannot become a party to
the code, “the consensus of exhibitor opinion” will, in his opinion, reflect most unhealthily against UA. Cohen believes exhibitors will refuse to buy UA product if
they are aware the company will not being.
come a party to an arbitration proceed“Assuming the trade code becomes a
generally accepted document,” Cohen declares, “it follows that negotiations will
never cease. Therefore, UA must be a part
of the distributors’ unified front.”
Cohen claims that in all other respects,
excepting the arbitration clause, UA can
subscribe to the code. Cancellations can
be accomplished through the UA policy
of making

available only those producers’

Individuals

May

Do

Newark — Having

complained

to exchange

managers about clearance, blind selling
and block booking with little satisfaction,
Harry A. Kridel, owner of the Plaza here,
has taken his message to the public, particularly his patrons, explaining his reasons for late pictures and the kind he
plays in the Plaza Theatre Times, a fourpage publication which appeared for the
first time this week.
A front page story and an editorial harp
on the subject dealing with distribution.
“Besides contending with ‘blind selling’
and ‘block booking,’ there are many handicaps endured by the independent theatre
owner, chief of which is the condition
created by what is known in the industry as ‘zoning,’ ” the yarn states.
“Now zoning is simply an arbitrary mapping of an area and assignment, chronologically, of the run of pictures. That
is, saying who will get what pictures when.
This, then, becomes a fixed concession for
the parties concerned. Who decides this?
We can only say that the theatre owner
has it decided for him. Why stand idly
by and take it and seem to like it, then?
We can only ask in return, where else
will we get the pictures? We follow up
immediately
‘You ontellpictures
us.’ ” as proKridel has with,
no brief
duced. “We are rather satisfied, mind you,
notwithstanding, with the output of Hollywood and Long Island and other studios,
but under the present circumstances we
will continue to deplore the distribution
of pictures as now practiced. What do
we recommend? Simply, that there be a
(Continued on page 25)

As They Please
New
no

York — Local

Allied

units

have

authority to accept the trade practices for their respective members
if

the national

board

Minneapolis

meeting,

attorney

Jury

boards.

tioned in the

as a “layman,”

Harry Brandt, ITOA president and chairman for the group of seven independent
exhibitor organizations which sat in on
the trade pact negotiations with distributors, feels the arbitration formula submitted “is all right with me with one possible
exception.”
The exception is where an affiliated circuit files a complaint against an independent exhibitor over clearance or overbuying. In such a situation each of the
two parties are entitled to select one arbitrator each and the distributors collectively have the right to name the third
arbitrator. Additionally, a provision is
made for two neutral arbitrators, making
a total of five.

Is Primary

"But

rejects

for the New

even

them

Harry
York

G.

at the
Kosch,

unit, states.

if the national

body

turns

it down," he adds, "this will not interfere with the actions of individuals.
Allied

members

please.
are
take

or not, doing

what

they

From private expressions conveyed to me at our convention, there

many
the

Allied
code

as

members
it stands."

anxious

to

lineups an exhibitor desires, as he interprets the company’s contract.
“And on the question of clearance and
overbuying,” he adds, “UA should be more
than willing, if it takes the long view, to
settle these disputes once and for all.”
In Cohen’s opinion, individual UA producers are the ones who are hardest hit
through the company’s withdrawal from
the code. Under UA’s bonus system,
whereby producers get a distribution rate
commensurate with the revenue their pictures earn, producers will be paying top
rates if exhibitors refuse to buy their pictures because the company policy pre23
cludes arbitration, Cohen says.

Sees Code in Effect

This Is the Opening

By September 1

Chapter

his head,

Kansas City — Declaring clearance “as it
is set up simply is the result of tradition

New York — With the aid of its privately developed, long, short and intermediary
wave Excluso set (pat. pending) Boxoffice
presents the first and last installment of

and past usage,’’ Henderson M. Richey,
RKO field contact, in his message to the

an

scenes,

At the table are the Freres Schine,
Lynch, May and McKay. Kosch is seated.
So is Connors. A three-cornered conference develops between Myer Schine, Connors and Kosch. Myer says he is hurt
about the things Kosch said about his cir-

Kansas-Missouri Theatres Ass’n in convention here, indicated the trade practice
code should become effective August 1
or September 1.
“Clearance is one of the most trying
problems of the industry,” he commented. He sees the code providing some relief for the independent theatre owner.
Further discussing the subject, he said,
“If we could look at the national picture
of clearance as the distributors have been
more or less forced to look at it in the
past three years, we could see that in
many instances clearance, as it is set up,
simply is the result of tradition or past
usage. So often in the argument over
price, distributor and exhibitor have forgotten the true factors that should govern clearance. Granting clearance can
grow to the point where there is a long
period between the first and second run
or first and third run that the picture
loses its vigor in that particular situation.
The interest of the public dies down.
Closer

clearance

often

produces

consis-

tently better showmanship.”
Then he added: “Our hope is the code
will give immediate relief to the most trying situations over the country.”
Urges Closer Relationship

old play, complete

in one

entitled, “Who

act and

Can

two

Tell,” or

“I

Told You So.”
Locale: Final day of the Allied of New
York convention, N. Y. C.
Scene 1 : Open forum between distributors and delegates.
Scene 2: Banquet, same evening.
Cast of characters: Max Cohen, Allied
president; Harry Kosch, Allied counsel;
Tom Connors, eastern and Canadian sales
manager for M-G-M; Freres Louis
Myer Schine of the upstate Schine

and
cir-

cuit; George Lynch, the circuit’s chief
buyer and booker; John May, circuit treastorney. urer, and Willard S. McKay, circuit atAction:

The

first scene

takes place with

Cohen opening the way for Kosch to report a situation brought to his attention,
which, as counsel, he thought should have
the immediate

attention

of the organiza-

tion’s grievance committee.
Kosch went into more than a little detail, withholding merely the name and
property of the complainant — Max Fogel
of the Webster, Rochester — concerning
what he believed to be a terrific kicking
around of Fogel at the hands of the
Schines. All the better elements of a
“dirty-work-at-the-crossroads”
drama was laid bare by Kosch.

That a closer relationship between local
branch managers and exhibitors should
prevail was expressed by Richey, who said,

The

meller-

scene changes, without interim incident, to the convention dinner and banquet the same evening.

“The whole idea of a local arbitration board
is to give the advantage of local observation. I think this, that more power and

Action: About mid-way between the
fruit cup and soup, Connors is seen leaving his seat and making straightaway for

freedom should be given each branch manager. New York should keep its mouth
shut and let the man hired and paid to
handle these problems in each situation

Kosch,

do just that.”
“Theatre divorcement is a lot of hooey
and won’t affect the independent exhibitor one way or another,” Ed Kuykendall.
MPTOA
head, declared.

Hear Majors' Application
On Lenrose Suit June 23

Contending the so-called independent
theatre operator is harder to get along

of particulars and a more specific complaint, regarding the suit of Lenrose

with

Amusement Co., will be heard
eral court June 23.

than

major

circuit executives,

Kuy-

kendall added, “I can’t see any benefit
in divorcement. The independent won’t
gain a thing. What we need is a fairer
operation of all theatres.” He also struck
for a closer harmony between the exhibitor and field managers of the distributors. “I look forward to the return
of the conditions that prevailed in earlier
times when a manager and exhibitor did
for each other and not to each other.”
Lawyers are not an aid to the industry,
Kuykendall believes. They “have done
more than anyone else to keep us in trouble. I have very little hope the government suit is going to do us any real good.
It will drag out, perhaps come to a consent decree two or three years from now.
I have very little faith in trials generally.
The only ones who benefit from them are
the lawyers.”
On clearance,

the MPTOA

had

this to

say: “Discriminatory and destructive
clearance is doing more than any one thing

24

who is seated on the dais. A whispered conversation ensues. Kosch shakes

in the fed-

Lenrose, operator of the Plaza in Newark, is suing for $150,000 triple damages
claiming violation of the Sherman AntiTrust Act. It is alleged the theatre had
to shut down as a result of its inability
to secure product.

have
He

got to have

and

cause

clearance

lawsuits.

We

in this busi-

ness, but it must be reasonable and fair.”
blames lawyers for 90 per cent of the

trouble and adds, “but we’ve got to have
lawyers to keep us out of trouble. A
man may be a good lawyer but a poor
business man.”
George W. Weeks, general sales manager for Monogram, highlighted his talk
with: “Let’s settle our own problems.
Government regulation will only lead to
grief. We

shouldn’t

fear will lick us.”

be discouraged.

and

negatively.

Con-

cuit’s tactics at the previous open forum
session and would like to see a transcript
of the Allied’s attorney’s remarks, which
the the latter promises to dispatch to
Gloversville. Kosch returns to his soup,
cold by this time.
More

action: (The plot thickens, although the dinner is over). The Schines

are seen completely enveloping Fogel. Fogel again appears to be in the middle.
Fogel removes himself from the knot of
Schines and searches out Kosch. A very
animated conversation ensues. (At this
point the Excluso set required rewinding
and the remarks were lost).
After about
Fogel returns
couple

five minutes of animation,
to the Schines, delivers a

of parting admonitions and returns to the waiting Kosch. The hour is

midnight. Kosch, Fogel and an unidentified man retire to the balcony just outside the Hunting Room (very appropriate
atmosphere) and go into another huddle.
up. is two a. m. before the huddle breaks
It
As the huddlers

are passing

through

the

Astor’s swinging doors, the Excluso set dips
back to the Schines, where it picks up
some scratchy remarks to the effect that
the Schines
are most anxious to clear the
matter
up.
Finale — For the
Excluso prediction.

play, but

not

for an

Murphy , Hoover Visit
Goldwyn , Roosevelt

New York — Application of the eight major companies and the MPPDA
for a bill

to stir up trouble

vigorously

nors again climbs on Kosch’s ear. A moment later, Kosch removes his spoon from
mid-air and makes for table No. 20.

Only

Los Angeles — With the exception of a
social visit with Samuel Goldwyn and
James Roosevelt, Attorney General Frank
Murphy, accompanied by Edgar Hoover,
did not check into the film business situation on his trip here. After a few days
here Murphy and Hoover journeyed to San
Francisco on matters other than those
dealing with the film industry.

Hearings in McLendon
Suit on June 10
Dallas — Hearings on the clearance suit
filed by B. R. McLendon, Atlanta, Tex.,
exhibitor, against major companies have
been

put over until June 10 before Federal Judge Atwell. George Wright will
represent Paramount and other distributors in the defense.

"Lucky Star" Denials
New

York — Mack

Gordon,

Hairy

Revel,

20th-Fox, and Leo Feist, Inc., have filed
general denials in the suit of Robert Brooker Wyatt claiming plagiarism of two songs
from

the film

“My

Lucky

BOXOFFICE
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Charles Carroll Heads
TMAT Film Division

Charges Double Bill
Bar by Columbia
New York — In answering the Columbia
bill of particulars, the government names
19 Texas theatres, eight in Dallas, eight
in Fort Worth and three in Houston, where
“exhibitors were prevented from double
featuring” this company’s product because of a restriction in the contracts for
1934-35, 1935-36,
ators, for the
ed to charge
it is charged.
Robert Z.
mentioned in

1936-37.

The

same

oper-

identical period, were “forca minimum admission price,”
Glass is the only exhibitor
both bills. In the Columbia

situation, he is listed for the Knox Street,
Fair and Lawn in Dallas. In the first bill,
which covers all other companies with the
exception of UA, his complaint covers the
alleged forced sale of the State, Watertown, Texas, “because he was deprived
of desired and necessary product.”
The special bill on Columbia also recites the case of Henry Lazarus, who, during the 1935-36 season operated the Coliseum, New Orleans and “was forced to
pay more than four times as much film
rental

for 21 features

as the Isis,” same

town and state, “operated by a subsidiary
or affiliate of Paramount.”
The government says it does not know
the titles of the pictures involved, nevertheless lists prices for certain groups of
pictures. The bill states the “independent exhibitor during that season bought
six pictures at $20 each, six at $15 each
and 20 at $10 each.” Of the 32 films, 21
were purchased at a lower rental by the
affiliated theatre, the bill declares.
Although the case has been disposed of
by the courts, the government harkens
back to the Interstate action which involved the question of prohibition of double features and minimum
admission
prices of 25 cents.
The eight Dallas exhibitors and their
theatres cited by the government are:
H. C. Houston, Trinity; Donald Dixon,
Haskell; O. C. Easter, Park; L. L. Dunbar,
Queen (616 E. Jefferson); L. G. Bessinger,
Queen (Elm and Akard) ; Robert Z. Glass,
Knox Street, Fair and Lawn.
The eight Fort Worth cases involve the
North Fort Worth Amusement Co., Isis
and Rose; Sam Archibald, Holly; Queen
Amusement Co., New Liberty and Ideal;
B. J. Hightower, Texan; C. A. Dickey, Avenue; Louis Richker, Gaiety.
The three Houston complaints are from
Sam Kirchheimer, North Side; O. B.
Bridges, Midway; Robert Wygant, Heights.

Benny's 'Man About Town'
Will Debut in Waukegan
New York — Paramount goes into its
second elaborate pre-release buildup with
the world premiere of the new Jack Benny
starrer, “Man About Town,” set for
comedian’s home town, Waukegan,
June 25 at the Genesee. Benny and
radio troupe and several members of
cast will be at the opening, with
star’s last coast-to-coast radio
emanating from the theatre.
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Urges Open Market
Based on Merit

New York — Charles P. Carroll, formerly
with the Skouras circuit as publicity and
advertising head and later manager of
the Academy of Music and the Ossining,
Ossining, is chairman of the film division

(Continued

of the TMAT.
The theatre managers’
union intends to institute a concerted membership drive Labor Day.
of managers from various independent circuits already have joined the
union. It is understood a minimum wage
of $40 a week is sought for certain types
of houses with the scale reaching as high
as $60. Dues for members is said to be

but

Universal Earnings for
13 Weeks Are $581,587

of

which

we

are

not

greatly

con-

“The exhibitor will not have seen nor
will he know all about these films. He

New York — Net profits of Universal for
the 13-week period ended April 29 totaled $382,100 more than for the same number of weeks last year, according to J.
Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the board.

simply buys them ‘blind’ or by the ‘block.’
One may conclude, therefore that there is
little or no premium put on the exhibitor’s ingenuity or peculiar ability to select films he knows to be the best for his

The

first 13 weeks this year showed earnings of $581,587 as compared to $199,487
last year. For the six months ended April
29, this year, profits were $739,578. Last
year, the same period showed a loss of

patrons. Further, due to zoning, a definite time must elapse before the theatre
next

$588,285.

in line may avail itself of the opportunity of playing certain pictures. No

power

on

earth

has

been

able

to over-

come this restraint.”

60,000 Cosmocolor Shares
To the Public at $4.75

''Few'' Ears to Clearance

Washington — A registration statement
covering 60,000 shares of $1 par value capital stock has been filed with the SEC by
Cosmocolor Corp. of Jersey City, N. J. The
stock will be offered publicly at $4.75 a
share through the principal underwriters,
Sears Corp. and Johnston, Lemon & Co.

Demands
New

Made

York — A

by Fields

“few”

distributor

repre-

sentatives are said to be “willing” to confer with Jack Fields, operator of the Cameo,
City, over his demand for a revision of existing clearance under threat
of an anti-trust action. Other majors are
Jersey

The

aggregate amount of the proposed offering is $285,000. The proceeds are to be
used for liquidation of promissory notes
and an extension of working capital.

understood to be continuing an examination of Fields’ claims before going into
the situation formally.
According to Fields’ attorney, the Cameo
is being forced to wait 40 days after the
Fulton and Apollo, both Skouras houses,

$1,000,000 “Proposition"
Submitted
to GN Board
New York — The “proposition” of a banking group to underwrite more than a
$1,000,000 of new stock has been submitted to the GN board by Earle W. Hammons, president. Hammons states the plan
in abeyance

portion

In his editorial, Kridel says, “A system
of regimentation has been installed by
cerned.”
the producers whereby the exhibitor must
buy film in a prescribed manner with the
right only to reject perhaps 10 per cent
of same. Also, the exhibitor must contract
to buy a given amount of short subjects
together with feature an associate feature
films.

in a few
moves, is

pivoting its attention to gaining a foothold among independent theatres, following which major circuit managers will be
contacted.

held

23)

and producer-owner theatres.
“Other than the elementary evil outlined above, we have other difficulties
which are experienced in all businesses

$40 a year.
Activities by the new union have been
a great concern to independents and it is
stated the drive for members will be ex-

is being

page

“There should be open market buying
of pictures with the inherent worth of the
film being the sole criterion governing
their sale price. Independent exhibitors
could then be on similar footing with chain

A number

tended to major 'circuit houses
months. TMAT, for preliminary

from

house cleaning in the distribution
of the industry.

and the Orient, operated by RosenblattWelt. This condition is said to exist despite Fields’ claim the Cameo is allegedly
paying higher rentals for fourth run than
paid by Skouras for first run. Fields
charges he is being denied the privilege

“for additional

information.”

of “free

151 First Runs

competition.”

for Majors

New York — In its bill of particulars, the government lists 151 first runs for the
major circuits in metropolitan cities. Paramount leads the five companies with 54
with Warners second at 26. National Theatres and RKO are tied with 25 each and
Loew’s has 21.
In its recapitulation, the government
arrangements exist.

also

lists pooled

theatres

and

with

whom

the

such

111.,
his
the
the

Although there are a few minor discrepancies such as no listing of the Roxy
on Broadway, and placing the Palace, also on Broadway, in the first run class,
the bill states the list is subject to revision in accordance with information subsequently furnished.

program
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Key Role for Rydge
In Australian Field
New

Talk Paramount

Pact Renewal —

Erich Pommer, Mayflower Productions producer-director upon his arrival in
New York , confers with Budd Rogers, American representative of Mayflower
films which are released through Paramount. Pommer is in Hollyivood to
attend the Paramount sales convention. He will return to England within
two weeks.

Renewal

of Paramount

Is Sought
New

by Erich Pommer

York — Erich Pommer,

joint manag-

ing director of Mayflower Pictures, Ltd.,
is here seeking a renewal of his present
distributing arrangement with Paramount.
The present deal winds up with “The
Admirable Crichton” which will be available by September 1.
According to Pommer, he is seeking a
two-year deal whereby he would supply
five quota pictures. Details of the distribution rights in Great Britain which at
present is handled by Associated British
Picture, Ltd., will have to be readjusted.
Mayflower has turned out “The Beachcomber,” “Jamaica Inn” and “London After Dark,” yet to be released. All productions star Charles Laughton, joint managing director of the company.
Pommer looks for a brisk renewal of
British production activity. He states there
will be a number of pictures in preparation by the middle of June. All stages
are operating in Denham studios, he says,
and there are reports Pinewood studios
will reopen shortly.
When informed by Boxoffice that the
British censors had approved “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” Pommer seemed genuinely surprised. He explained by saying
he doesn’t think it is
such “social pictures”
Pommer, who will
weeks, left over the
Paramount delegation
vention.

possible to produce
in England.
be here about two
weekend with the
for the sales con-

Amended Hanley-Heck Bill
Signed by Gov . Lehman
Albany — Governor

Lehman

has

signed

the amended Hanley-Heck bill which
makes it unlawful for “public meeting
places” to permit assemblage of persons
attired in any uniform similar to that worn
by the military, semi-military, naval, police, storm troop or other officials or semiofficial forces of any foreign state, nation
or government.
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Contract

Kent

Stresses Greater

Unity at Rio Parley
Rio de Janeiro — Delegates to 20th Century-Fox’s first Latin American sales convention heard President S. R. Kent stress
the need

for the strengthening of relationships between the company and LatinAmerican exhibitors and public in conformance with a broader movement now under way to bring both Americas together
in greater economic unity.
Kent’s speech highlighted the three-day
session at the Gloria Hotel which was
concluded with a dinner party Saturday
at the Jockey Club where he and Walter
J. Hutchinson, director of foreign distribution, were guests of honor.
Apparently well-rested from the voyage,
Kent arrived Thursday on the Brazil in
splendid condition. He was entertained
by the press at a cocktail party at the
Copacabana Palace the same evening
and he met the company’s delegates.
At the initial session, Hutchinson delivered the inaugural address and was followed by four managing directors: J. C.
Bavetta of Brazil, S. S. Horen of Argentine, S. S. Chiesa of Peru and Arthur
Ruscica of Chile.
Kent and Hutchinson leave here June
14 and will stop at Trinidad for one day
to attend the Central American sales parley June 21.

York — Norman

Bede

Rydge,

chair-

man of the board of Greater Union Theatres and a prominent financier, is expected to assume a more dominant role in Australian theatre operations.
This much is indicated as the merger
of the Hoyts and Greater Union circuits
enters its final stages of discussion at the
Gotham Hotel where the Australian battleground has now shifted.
Registered under one roof are Charles
E. Munro, managing director of Hoyts;
Maurice Sloman, executive secretary of
Hoyts; Dan Carroll of the Birch-CarrollDoyle circuit and managing director of the
Prince Edward of Sydney, and Rydge.
The merger of the two circuits, which
would bring together in one chain approximately 250 houses will probably be effected
through the General Theatres Corp. of
Australasia of which Munro and Rydge are
joint managing directors. At present,
General Theatres is inactive and was formed as an outside company in 1932 when
Hoyts and Greater Union entered into a
pooling agreement for five years.
Distributors, who are watching the proceedings at the Gotham with considerable
interest, expect the merger to settle a number of product problems and reduce the
amount of legislative interference confronting the industry there. Rydge’s accession to the key position is also looked
upon with approval due to his political and
financial connections.

"Down

Under/'

Too, It's

Up to Distributors
New

York — Distributors

can

find

the

solution to industry’s problems in Australia, asserts Dan Carroll, an exhibitor for
30 years and head of the Birch-CarrollDoyle circuit of Queensland and managing director of the Prince Edward in
Sydney.
“They should take the leadership in the
business to declare themselves in favor of
fair trade practices. If they do that they
will get the support of a large majority
of exhibitors. That is the only way to
bring peace

and

prosperity in the pic-

ture business.” he adds, is no solution. “It
Legislation,
is the desire of everybody to reconcile
differences and keep the government out
of According
the business.”
to Carroll, the recently enacted rejection clause, standard contract and
statute for limiting the construction of

Protesting Applications

theatres are proving “harassing.”
The Birch-Carroll-Doyle circuit has 17
theatres and contracts with all the majors
except Columbia. His principal contract
is with Paramount which he has had for

Heard

18 years.

New

Barnes

in 'Lynton Case

York — Applications

and

Edward

by

Sheldon,

Margaret

as well as

those by M-G-M, Loew’s, Culver Export
and M-G-M Distributing Corp. have been
heard by the circuit court of appeals. Applications on both sides protest the decision of Federal Judge Vincent L. Leibell
in awarding $532,000 to Miss Barnes and
Sheldon after finding the defendants pla-

giarized their play, “Dishonored Lady,” in
“Letty Lynton.”
The plaintiffs were originally awarded
$587,000 by referee Gordon Auchincloss.
They are seeking that amount. The major
company, on the other hand, claims the
awards to be excessive and says $100,000
would reasonably cover damages.
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Warner Selling Away
From Fox West Coast
Los Angeles — Dissatisfied with the handling of its product by Pox West Coast,
Warner states it will sell away from the
circuit in favor of independent exhibitors
for 1939-40.
Gradwell L. Sears, sales head, puts the
finger on the circuit’s dual bill policy as
determining the drastic move. Further
significance is seen inasmuch as under
the provisions of the trade practice code
a line of product sold to an independent
cannot be taken away from him subsequently.
The coupling of “A” attractions, according to Sears, such as “Dodge City” and
“Alexander Graham
Bell,” “Wuthering
Heights” and “Three Smart Girls,” “Oklahoma Kid” and “Love Affair,” “reduces
the possibility of film rentals on deserving pictures, freezing the possibility of returns to such an extent that to support
this practice makes it impossible to produce fine, big-budget productions for fair
returns.”
Sears said Warner had reached the conclusion “that the handling of our product
by this circuit does not contribute to our
progress and that its policy of double-billing and flat rental engagements offer no
opportunity for expanded
less of production merit.”

income

Says Independents Elated
Over Warner-FWC Breach
Hollywood — Independent

regard-

Neely Is Confident of Senate's
Approval in Current Session
Washington — Passage

of block booking

legislation by the senate before the end
of the session is confidently expected by
Senator Neely of West Virginia, author of
the bill, who has succeeded in securing
a favorable report on the measure by the
senate interstate commerce committee.
The

vote of the committee

bill to the

senate

for

to send

the

consideration

cli-

maxed Neely’s long fight for the measure
in the course of which he twice took the
floor to air his discontent with the method
in which it was being handled by the
committee.
Tire senator’s tactics were simple but
effective. Failing to get action on his demand for either a favorable report without hearings or for immediate hearings,
he introduced a motion to discharge the
committee from further consideration of
the measure, and then spoke on the floor
about the manner in which it was being
“kicked around.” Since Senator Barkley,
majority floor leader, and Senator Smith,
also prominent, were members of the subcommittee in charge of the bill, they were
placed in an embarrassing position and
to avoid a vote on the motion agreed to
call the hearings.
After the hearings, Senator Neely again

found himself stymied and resorted to the
same tactics — calling up his motion to
discharge, and again airing his quarrel with
Senators Barkley and Smith. Again to
avoid a vote, they gave in and promised
committee action.
In conformity with that practice, the
subcommittee met May 31 and after a
discussion said to be none to amicable
took

a vote on whether to report favorably to the full committee. Senators Neely and Tobey of New Hampshire — who
had attended none of the hearings — voted
for the bill; Chairman Smith and Senator
White voted against it. Tire fifth member.
Senator Barkley, being absent, the tie vote
was without effect and the bill went to the
full committee. The full committee, meeting a few hours later, voted to report the
measure, actuated partly, it is said, by the
fact that the senate passed the bill last
session.
There is no chance, however, of the
house taking the necessary concurrent
action this year, since committee chairmen
are seeking to dispose of pending legislation in order that congress may adjourn
next month and are not undertaking the
consideration of any newly presented measures of less than major importance.

exhibitors

are enthusiastic over the statement by
Gradwell L. Sears that Warner product
will not be sold in 1939-40 to Pox West
Coast circuit, according to Warner officials. It is also predicted that the action may precipitate a theatre construction boom in competition to the PWC
houses.
The

Warner studio broadcasts the statement that three minor circuit operators
(Irving Carlin, Harry Vinicof and Milton
Arthur) have gone on record to say the
decision opens “vast” opportunities for
independents in this territory. The statement reports the three operators are considering erection of houses competitive to
PWC.

■■

Subject Reagan , Fontaine
To Pre-Trial Questions
New

York — Charles Reagan, Paramount

western division sales head, and Edward
Fontaine, Washington branch head, have
been examined before trial in the La-

•<•1

w

crosse, Wis., anti-trust suit against major
companies and Paramount theatre subsidiaries.
John J. Friedl and John Ludwig of the
Minneapolis Amusement Co., A. H. Blank
and Ralph Branton, executives of TriStates, Omaha, have returned to their respective headquarters. Attorneys from
Minneapolis also have gone back after attending the hearings at which Louis Phillips, assistant to Austin C. Keough, Paramount general counsel, sat in. Phillips
has been in Miami the past few days conferring with Max Fleischer.
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RKO

Gets New

Batch of Visitors —

-Photos by Leonard Blum

Above, a group of New York theatremen drop in at RKO’s World’s
lounge. Left to right, Steve Tarbell, Smalley Theatres, Cooperstown;
Gardner, Gardner theatres, Schenectady ; Charles F. Wilson, Bijou,
York; J. Constantino, James, New York and R. P. Merriman, Franklin,
cuse. Photo immediately above reveals E. L. McEvoy, RKO’s eastern
manager, chatting with I. M. Rappaport, Hippodrome, Baltimore.

Fair
John
New
Syrasales

B R
gARNEY
Joseph

BALABAN, H. M. Warner and
Hazen in an animated conver-

sation in front of Walgreen 's (at the
Paramount Bldgj during the Wednesday
lunch hour . . . Murray Miller, manager

Cl A

1ID) WAY

Wray, Judith Anderson, Rowland Stebbins, Bill Lengel, Hendrik van Loon and
Radie Harris with her brother Howard,
one of the gag men on the Phil Baker
airshow.

of Harry Hecht’s Lincoln, Passaic, formerly
the Rialto, is all pepped up over the remodeled house which now has a cooling
system. Alterations cost Hecht $40,000 . . .
Bob Weitman and Milton Blackstone were

the World’s Fair and a visit to his old
pal, C. C. Pettijohn . . . Monroe Greenthal claims he has taken off 11 pounds in

up at Grossinger’s for the Decoration
weekend holiday . . . Lolita Cordoba, known
as the Mexican spitfire, is at the Strand
with Pancho and his rhumba orchestra
. . . Emery Deutsch and his band are at
the Paramount during the fourth week of

the last three weeks via golf. “I’m now
down to a mere 181 pounds,” he boasts
. . . Leonard Picker, Columbia attorney,
was in Boston on company business . . .
Emil K. Ellis, film attorney, returns from
Florida, Monday, with his family . . . Louis

“Union Pacific” . . . Thomas Orchard,
associate producer of The March of Time,
has been given an honorary MA degree
by Hobart College of Geneva, N. Y„ from
whence he graduated in 1931 . . . Prank
W. Huss, Cincinnati exhibitor; Abe Stone,
Albany; Tom DiLorenzo, New Paltz, N. Y.;
Gorge Enrique Parbo, Bogota, Colombia;
Charles Mazur, Manville, N. J., and Roy
L. Kalver, Decatur, Ind., were among the
RKO
visitors to the home office lounge
. . . Moe J. Siegel left for the coast

Phesay, A1 Margolies’ secretary, spent most
of the week’s heat in a sickbed . . . Billy
Ferguson was in Dayton for the third

Wednesday, after returning from a 17day cruise, and H. J. Yates is due from
Hollywood Monday or Tuesday.
Helen Claire, fashion commentator for
Movietone News and star of the recent
“Kiss the Boys Goodbye” in which she
portrayed a true southern belle, is taking
a busman’s holiday, vacationing with her
folks at Union Springs, Ala. . . . Truman
Talley arrives on the Normandie, June 12
... Ed Thorgerson is back from Bermuda.
It was his first vacation in six years . . .
Among those who attended the Baer-Nova
battle: Herman Wobber and Leslie Whelan, 20th-Fox’s most avid fight-fans; Lou
Lifton, Lou Pollock, Hank Linet, Henri
Elman, Monogram’s Chicago franchise
holder, and Harry Blair . . . Martin D.
Davis, Hartford exhibitor, is in town visiting . . . Lunching at the Algonquin: Fay

Fred

Wehrenberg

of St. Louis was

in for

American premiere of “Chips” . . . Halsey Raines, Metro publicity manager, returns Monday from a two-week vacation
. . . Arthur Geoffrey of Lynn Farnol’s
staff is in the throes of his annual rose
fever

attack, which means he can’t
proach a golf course until July 4.

Archie Mayo
over until June

ap-

is looking the local sights
15, when he returns to the

coast. The “Music School” director says
his latest effort is “all right. And when I
say all right, that goes a long way” . . .
H. M. Richey says “everything happens to
me.” He means that terrific sunburn he
got on both elbows during a golf session
. . . Arche Mayers and Irvin Shapiro had
Jacques Grineff along for a Lindy’s lunch.
In the usual “reserved for Columbia” corner table were a couple of ringers; Bob
Wolff, Gene Picker and Charles Perry of
the Adams, Detroit, besides the regular
crew of Abe Montague, Abe Schneider,
Louis Weinberg, Joe McConville and Max
Weisfeldt . . . Ed Peskay and Bill Brown
made a twosome. Myer Beck a solo. John
Wright, managing director of the Rivoli,
decided the air-conditioning was too conditioned. Lindy lost a customer.
Ben

Washer

is back

at United

Artists

as publicity representative for Samuel
Goldwyn after being in a similar capacity
with George Abbott. He is succeeded by
Frank J. McCarthy at Abbott’s office . . .
Joseph H. Seidelman, Universal foreign
head, arrives in Paris on the Normandie
Monday

to hold a sales meeting of Continental and Central European forces. On

June 27, he will attend the exhibitors’
convention in Blackpool, England, and
also screen "The Sun Never Sets” . . .
Mary Pickford and E. T. Carr, joint managing director for UA in England, are
other Normandie passengers. The former
is on a brief holiday and will confer with
Alexander Korda, while the latter returns
to his post abroad after vacationing here
and

attending the company’s coast convention. . . Herbert Rawlinson, talent
scout for Jesse L. Lasky, has gone back
to the coast . . . William Rowland, RKO
Mexican producer, has
ico City to start work
ture.

returned to Mexon his third fea-

“Just to be contrary,” Dave Palfreyman
of the Hays office is moving his home from
Jackson Heights, L. I., to Gramercy Park,
Manhattan. The low-down is Palfreyman’s
favorite golf course has been cut up for
a real estate development, so he figures
living in the city will give him access to
courses in many other directions . . . Jack
Kirsch was in town from Chicago to see
the Baer-Nova fight. He lunched with
Harry Brandt Monday and with Max Cohen
Wednesday . . . Morris J. Rotker celebrates his 25th wedding anniversary June
17. He has been a projectionist since 1907,
and an executive board member and organizer of Local 306 . . . F. W . Lange,
Paramount's general manager in Continental Europe, sailed on the Normandie
Tuesday after several weeks here . . . Also
on board were Buddy Rogers, Leon Turrou,
author of “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” for
the London premiere June 9, and Robert
Morley.

Hiller Innes, Paramount home office production manager, is mourning the loss of
his father . . . Mrs. Mervyn LeRoy, the
former Doris Warner, is in town from the
coast. She’s stopping at the WaldorfAstoria, as are the Harry Warners . . .
William H. Pine has returned to the coast.
He headed the “Union Pacific” caravan
cross country . . . Ditto Lou Smith, associate producer to Frank Lloyd, who
planed in to set plans with the Cunard
Line on publicity tieups for “Ruler of the
Seas” . . . Erich Pommer, joint managing director of Mayflower Pictures, Ltd.,
left for Hollywood over the weekend to
attend the Paramount convention.

the Plays the Thing— “Metropolitan Photos
Them
Tells
He Gene
Towne,
in association, as usual, with Graham Baker, talks about plans
for RKO with M. H. Aylesworth, publisher of the New York
Ned E. Depinet, S. Barret McCormick and Maurice Cleary.

28

World-Telegram;

Jack Warner jr. has been in Philadelphia, among other cities, studying the theatre end of the business . . . Morris Wolf,
M-G-M district manager in New England,
spent several days in town conferring with
home office executives . . . Ida Lupino and
Louis Hayward, better known as Mr. and
Mrs., have gone back to Hollywood and
work, after a belated honeymoon in these
parts . . . C . C . Moskowitz now takes
after -luncheon walks to keep in trim. And
this kind of workout breaking up the Moskowitz routine is sumpin’ . . . Dave
(Continued on page 30-A)
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Springfield , 111., Gets a World

Premiere

of Importance —

Photos by Cosmo Sileo

With great excitement, “Young Mr. Lincoln" reveals himself at the Fox Lincoln in the city where the Great Emancipator
practiced law. In the left panel, top, Charles E. McCarthy, 20 tli Century-Fox’s director of advertising and publicity and host
of the party which included critics from many cities, takes a hand in the arrival ceremonies. Cesar Romero is autographing on the left while on the right is Lowell Thomas, master-of -ceremonies at the coast-to-coast broadcast. Below is a scene
at the theatre as the film was about to take its bow. Third in this panel is Marian Anderson, noted Negro contralto, who
sang a group of four songs. The right panel shows, above, the turnout crowd at the station. Then, Springfield fans on the
steps of the Abraham Lincoln Hotel awaiting a chance at autographs. On the stage of the theatre are Alice Brady, Thomas,
Arleen Whelan, Binnie Barnes, Romero and Eddie Collins.

Suit Hypo Efforts
Meet Scant Success
New

York — All efforts

to hasten

May Discard Appeals
From Bondy Ruling
the

trial of the government’s all-industry suit
met with little result Thursday when Federal Judge William O. Bondy heard arguments by various counsel involved and
suggesting to Paul Williams, assistant to
the attorney general, that “if you will
give me a memorandum showing me how
to do so, I’ll order these defendants to
furnish an answer at once.”
Under former procedure, an answer had
to be filed within 20 days of the institution of the complaint, which allowed
either party to set trial within a month.
Under new rules, bill of particulars become a part of the complaint and until
they are furnished no answer can be secured unless the defendant desires to furnish one.
The application for a further bill of particulars become a part of the complaint
and until they are furnished no answer
can be secured unless the defendant desires to furnish one.
The application for a further bill of
particulars was mostly argued by Col. William Donovan, acting as spokesman for
the majors, who declared that the bills
heretofore submitted was “nebulous, gloriously indefinite” and left the majors in
the same position as they were in before,
namely without knowing what they had to
defend.
Covers

Wide

Range

Donovan’s demands ranged from a more
specific bill to dismissal of the complaint,
or to dismiss that portion of it which the
majors declare does not sufficiently answer
their request.
Williams, in his rebuttal, said the court
should realize the government has little
or no knowledge as to when the violations
charged were originated. He added that a
large part of the suit is based on circumstantial evidence, courses of conduct and
the present general structure of the industry. Under these circumstances, he said
to be forced to give specific dates is an
impossibility as the department of justice
does not know them. If they are forced
to do so, Williams declared, they will
have to subpoena the files of every major
company and waste months of valuable
time to secure and give information to the
companies which they already know.
Bondy at this point requested of Donovan, if, on behalf of the majors, he would
be willing to serve an answer before he
decided the application. This, Donovan
refused to do with the statement that a
bill of particulars is part of the pleadings
and, as a result, the defendants, still not
knowing what to defend, could not furnish an answer. Bondy retorted with his
request to Williams to show how to get an
answer. This Williams could not do.
Donovan also vigorously denied charges
made by Williams that the demand was
made for the purpose of stalling. He, in
turn, accused Williams of stalling by failing to serve a proper bill of particulars.
Williams declared he did not believe
(Continued on next page)
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New

What
New

and When —
York — Leo

Abrams,

who

has

been

promoted to short subject sales manager
from New York branch manager, is a veteran in the Universal ranks, having been
with the company 23 years. He started
with Bluebird as a salesman and when the
company was merged with Universal he
went along. Many years ago, Abrams held
the title of short subject manager of the
Big U exchange here. That was before he
went to New Haven, St. Louis and Kansas
City, serving as branch manager in those
key centers. About 10 years ago, he returned to the local scene and to the job
he has just vacated.
Dave Levy has spent 13 of his 25 years
in the industry with M-G-M. He was a
salesman in the New Jersey branch before
being promoted to manager for that territory under William A. Scully about five
years ago. He succeeded Jack Byrne, now
New Haven branch manager. Before joining M-G-M, Levy had been with Paramount, Educational and Cosmopolitan
Productions. At one time he was assistant
manager in New York for Cosmopolitan
and sales manager for Educational’s local
exchange. Actually, Levy moves down one
floor in the Film Center Bldg. As M-G-M
New Jersey branch manager he occupied
offices on the 12th floor. Now he will be
located on the 11th floor.

Pledge Half Million
For Refugee Aid
New

York — Informal

estimates

indicate

that approximately $500,000 was pledged
at the luncheon sponsored by the amusement division of the United Jewish Appeal for Refugees and Overseas Needs at
the Hotel Edison. The quota is $300,000.
Pledges, checks and vouchers announced
at the luncheon alone totaled over $100,000, according to observers.
More than 200 persons, the majority
film executives, attended the luncheon
called by David Bernstein, chairman of
the film division. At the dais were Major
Albert Warner, co-chairman, Nicholas M.
Schenck, Herman Robbins, Barney Balaban, Harry Brandt, Jack Cohn, Walter
Reade and B. S. Moss. Rabbi Abba Hillel
Silver of Cleveland was the only speaker.
Among others present were Louis Astor,
Maurice Bergman, Mort Blumenstock, Nat
Cohn, Howard Dietz, Phil Hodes, Rube
Jackter, Paul Lazarus, Louis Lifton, Abe
Montague, John Manheimer, Eugene
Picker, Abe Schneider, Nate Spingold,
Harry Takiff, Louis M. Weber, Max Weisfeldt, Mort Wormser, Alec Moss, Jules
Levy, Joseph R. Vogel and Mitchell May.

York — Possibility

of

all appeals

taken from Federal Judge William Bondy’s
decision approving the RKO plan of reorganization being tossed out became evident when Justice Learned Hand of the
circuit court of appeals declared he was
not at all certain extensions of time granted the three appellants by the circuit court
were legally correct. The judge stated it
was his opinion the extensions should have
been granted by a federal judge and if it
so proved, he would have to dismiss the
appeals on a technicality.
The statement was made in conjunction
with an application by John S. Stover,
attorney for Ernest W. Stirn, appealing
class “A” stockholder for additional time
to file his record.
Stover’s application had been marked for
hearing on June 5, as well as that of the
others, H. Cassel & Co., and Fabian Operating Co. Justice Hand postponed all matters to that date when he will announce
his decision.
Hamilton C. Rickaby, attorney representing Atlas Corp., proponents of the plan,
told the court he would ask for a dismissal of all appeals then.
Court Reserves

Decision

Chemical

Fee Claim

New

Bank

York — Federal

on

Judge

Bondy

has

reserved decision on applications by Chemical Bank and Trust Co., their attorneys,
Wright, Gordon, Zachry and Parlin, and
Special Master George W. Alger, for fees
in
tion.connection with the RKO reorganizaThe first named two are seeking $34,375,
and $22,500 respectively, covering a period
from 1933-1939, for services as trustee of
the collateral note indenture dated July 1,
1931.
Hamilton C. Rickaby, representing Atlas,
and O. C. Doering, representing Irving
Trust, opposed the applications on the
grounds that the money sought was for
a final, and not an interim allowance.
Judge Bondy declared he would allow an
interim allowance which would be considerably smaller than the requests.
Alger sought no specific sum. He left
that to the discretion of the court. Rickaby artd George L. Schein, representing the
stockholders protective committee, spoke
for him and declared he was entitled to
anything he asked for. Bondy then asked
Schein how much to give him. Schein
declared that whatever Alger asked for
should be given. The Special Master has
already received $27,500.

20th-Fox Dividend for the
Second Current Quarter
New

York — A

regular

quarterly

cash

dividend of 37% cents on the preferred
and 50 cents on the common has been
declared by 20th Century-Fox for the
second quarter of the current year, payable June 30 to stockholders of record,
June 15.
BOXOFFICE

:: June 3, 1939

BROADWAY

Limitations Statute
Invoked in Chicago
Chicago — The

defendants

scored

(Continued

a point

in the criminal contempt proceedings currently going on in federal court here when
Master in Chancery Edgar Eldredge ruled
that the statute of limitations must apply
to records being sought by the government.
The federal attorneys had sought boxoffice records of B&K theatres, and total
annual film rentals of the exchanges, back
as far as 1926. However B&K, Barney
Balaban and the seven major company
defendant lawyers argued that the statute
of limitations must apply, whereby the
government would be entitled to inspect
records back just three years prior to filing of the suit.
Since the suit was filed in November,
1938, this means that records will be available to the government only back as far as
November, 1935.

Government Suit Speed
Efforts Unsuccessful
(Continued from preceding pave)
that the violations grew suddenly from
the thin air, but were part and parcel of
a gradual growth, the exact time of which
he did not know. Williams claimed he
knew that it was possible economic circumstances had forced the companies into
their present position of becoming a monopoly, through cut throat competition,
but under the federal anti-trust laws
there was still no ground for a benevolent
monopoly.
Thomas D. Thacher then took up the
cudgels. He attacked the answer to Article 8 of the demand for a bill, stating
that although 55 cases were given, there
was no indication that more would not be
added to confuse the issue. Williams told
him at this point, these were all the cases
the government intended to base its action on except in those instances where
they were requested not to give names.
Judge Bondy declared that, under the
new rules of civil procedure, it was necessary to give the defendants information
which they already know, even if the
plaintiff does not know the answer. He decried this rule, but indicated he may
have to follow it. For the first time his
attitude seemed to favor the government
and court observers believe that his decision will bear out that attitude, and force
few, if any additional particulars.
It was revealed continual requests for
speed in his decisions in this matter from
Washington may bear on the decision
which, if favorable to the companies,
would delay matters another six months.

A Ban May
Washington

—

End

Fall

page 28)

chickens have put him into the egg busines . . . The two Joes — Moskowitz and
Pincus — spent the Decoration Day holiday
in Bermuda. The Lynn Farnols motored
to Maine for the same respite . . . Ben
Bernie, who recently relinquished eastern
representation for the Selznick agency, is
plotting an extended vacation.
Bob

Bernstein, son of the Loew treasurer, spent Decoration Day weekend on
a Bermuda cruise . . . Anniversary note:
Louis Goidel of the Paras-Court, Brooklyn, celebrated his 18th wedding date recently. . . Adoption note: Ben Kalmenson, WB
western sales manager, has
adopted five-year-old Zasarias A. Alonso,
Spanish refugee, through the Foster Parents’ Plan for Spanish Children . . . Herman and Rose Gluckman back with the
Gene Pickers from an eight-day Havana
cruise . . . Jack Ellis, local RKO salesman,
is the first to reach a 100 per cent standing in the George J. Schaefer Drive, now
ended . . . Henry Randel, Brooklyn exchange manager for Paramount, and Myron Sattler, New York manager, are both
on the coast vacationing in advance of the
annual sales convention which gets under
way Thursday.
Jack Cohn has started something. A new
type of club — Picture Pioneers — with
membership limited to men who have been
in the industry for 25 years or more. No
dues; fust the fun and relaxation that
comes over a luncheon table two or three
times a year. “Informal and elastic” will
be the format. Instead of meetings, the
sessions will be known as conferences, a

.

REVIEW

FLASHES

MAISIE

(M-G-M) — Another

•

direct hit from

Leo's second line of defense, this sparkling
comedy transcends to a surprising degree
its buildup and budget and will add lustre
to either the upper or nether side of any
program. Ann Sothem, co-starred with
Robert Young, scores a brilliant portrayal
in the title role. J. Walter Ruben produced; Edwin L. Marin directed.
SUN

NEVER SETS. THE (Univ)— Heavily endowed with production values and bolstered by a strong cast with Douglas Fairbanks jr. and Basil Rathbone in the van,
this picture of Britishers and their traditions in the far reaches of the Empire
should find smooth sailing since it merits
a place above the average of current Hollywood product. Roland P. Lee produced and
directed.

of the 27-year-old

ban on the interstate shipments of prizefight films is forecast in the action of the
senate interstate commerce commission’s
recommendation of passage of the Barbour bill.
BOXOFFICE
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COMPLETE

REVIEWS

on the above

pictures will appear in an early issue
of BOXOFFICE.

satiric slap at the overworked phrase
that’s come to be known as a by-word in
the industry.
Lew Nathan celebrated his 20th wedding
anniversary Thursday. A pioneer in the
local photographers fraternity. Lew has
contributed 19 consecutive years of service
as head of Paramount’s lens staff . . .
Jack Fairley of Wollongong Theatres, New
South Wales, was a visitor among local
film offices. Ditto Rubel Hutchings of
Allen, Neb., and Pablo Cavallo of Buenos
Aires . . . Carter Barron was in to see
colleague Oscar Doob . . . John Pavone,
Warner’s New Haven branch manager,
spent some time with Roy Haines and
departed . . . Harry Kosch, Allied of New
York counsel, is being hindered considerably lately with an attack of colitis.
William N . Skirball is all hot and bothered because, despite the heat, “Birth of a
Baby” is in its third week at the Rialto,
Newark, and Albee, Milwaukee . . . Oscar
Serlin, who supervised “The City,” has
gone to Hollywood to begin casting “Life
With Father,” to be produced on Broadway shortly . . . Grad Sears is due back
from a quick trip to the coast in about a
week . . . Murray Silverstone and Jim
Mulvey left the UA headquarters about
6:30 the other night, the chairman of the
UA board loaded down with books and
trade papers ... A. A. Shubart and Mike
Poller are in constant huddles setting up
plans for the RKO convention for the
Westchester Country Club in two weeks.
With the RKO sales palavers, all companies will have held their product talks
and sales policy ballyhoo.
Vincent Trotta was given a swell sendoff by Ampa on his 25th Paramount anniversary with a lot of kidding back and
forth and the guest of honor taking it all
in his stride. The fake WMCA broadcast
highlighted the fun. Incidentally, the
greatest attendance of the season turned
out for Trotta and also concluded Ampa
sessions for this semester . . . Cameron
Shipp, formerly amusement editor for the
Charlotte, N. C. Neios, and now southern
publicity and exploitation representative
for Warner, was in town the other day for
home office conferences with Mort Blumenstock and Lee Blumberg . . . R. R. Winship, Phillipsburg, Kas. exhibitor, was
among the RKO home office visitors to
the World’s Fair lounge. He says Saturday night business has fallen off in small
towns . . . Charles Cobum, veteran actor,
is home again after another jaunt to
Hollywood.

Warner and Kuhn Briefs
Will Be In by June 9
New

York — Warner

Bros,

and

Fritz

Kuhn, leader of the German-American
Bund, will file briefs by June 9 in federal
court here in connection with the libel suit
instituted by the latter over the production
of “The Confessions of a Nazi Spy.”
Four days later the film will be screened
in court by Judge Vincent L. Leibell.

E
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former Albany
J. NEWMAN,
j^RTHUR
manager for Grand National, has assumed his new duties as Republic representative in this territory. He divides his
time between the Republic office and the
field. Bernard H. Mills continues as franchise holder until the expiration of the
contract for the current film year.
Carl

H.

Nilman

of Shelburne

Falls

pRANK
STRAUSE, assistant advertising
manager of Neighborhood Theatres, and
a second lieutenant in the Organized Reserve Corps, is spending two weeks in
training at Fort Meade, Maryland . . .
Charles Houston, local columnist, was the
recipient of a ten-gallon hat from Roy
Rogers, the cowboy star, and Bob Egan
is getting plenty of notices in the column
on the current Roy Rogers picture playing at the Park . . . Frank Storino, manager of the Lincoln, and Mary Gambarella
of Norfolk have announced their engagement, with the marriage taking place next
fall.

is

the new operator of the 240 -seat Valatie
in Valatie, according to a notice received
by local exchanges. This is one of two
theatres which Mrs. Antoinette Mitchell
McNamara has managed since the death
of her husband in 1937. The other is the
Bay in Alexandria Bay, recently opened for
the summer by Mrs. McNamara . . . Morris
Schulman, operator of theatres in Clarks
Mills and Vernon, was on Filmrow. Made
inquiries about product for his house in
Inlet, a summer town.
Totem

Lodge

in Averill Park

is one

of

first hotels to book pictures for vacation guests. It showed films May 28 as
part of a gala weekend entertainment
featuring Broadway names. Entertainment
Director S. E. Goldstein is the booker . . .
Saranac Lake Inn is another hotel which
books pictures from local exchanges. It
shows them three nights weekly, when the

Jim Owens, RCA salesman, announces
the sale of High Fidelity to William F.
Crockett, head of the MPTO
of Virginia,
for his Bayne Theatre in Virginia Beach
. . . Ann Donati of the office staff of

To See the Rushes —

the

season is in full swing. The exclusive Lake Placid Club exhibits films
for its guests during most of the year,
although summer and winter are the
busiest times at Lake Placid. Ernie Dodds,
of the Palace, Lake Placid, books for the
club. The Loon Lake Casino, Loon Lake,
and the Ausable Club, St. Huberts, are
among other Adirondack Mountain resorts
which play pictures. Charge for the shows,
open only to guests and employes, is in
the neighborhood of 50 cents.

On

the coast for a look at the Warner

product lineup for the summer, Gradwell Sears, general sales manager for
Warner

(left) is greeted

by S. Charles

at the airport

Einfeld, company
tising-publicity director.

adver-

vacation

Mary

Hawkins, Republic booker, weekended in Buffalo. Believe it or not, her
sister Anne, of Grand National, is an enthusiastic fisherman — or should it be fisherwoman? . . . Ernie Wolfe, of the Avalon, Lowville, on a vacation in Canada,
saw the reception
queen at Toronto.

to Britain’s

king

and

Frank Wieting of the Park, Cobleskill,
is piloting a scooter about that village as
an exploitation stunt. Vehicle will be
given away soon . . . Lou Bucken of the
Amenia, Amenia, and his wife will leave
July

1 for a vacation in California, according to word on Filmrow. They will
travel via the Panama Canal . . . Harold
Tyler of the Delphia, Chittenango, visited
Film Alley.

berg, operator of the Family Theatre, Watervliet, lives in Schenectady. Scotia is a
suburb of that city. The Ritz there
has been operated by Ray Gagnon, but
unofficial reports say Milberg has acquired ap interest.
Exhibitors

Sam Milberg, Republic salesman, and
his brother Edward, who recently married Ruth Farber, secretary to Charley
Smakwitz, Warner Theatres district manager, are among the incorporators of the
Ritz Scotia Theatre Corp. Tire elder Mil-

30-B

offices while

Ollie Mallory of the Starr, Corinth,
stopped in Albany on the way home from
the big meeting. William E. Smalley,
owner of 13 theatres in Cooperstown,
Sharon Springs, Norwich, Sidney, Stamford, Fort Plain, and other towns, was
another who attended the Allied get-together, according to word on Filmrow . . .
Ditto Johnny Gardner, operator of the
Rivoli,
American and Colony, in Schenectady.
The

There are now two Pauls, two Joes and
two Bernards managing local branch offices. The Pauls are Krumenacker, of
Warner, and Richrath, new Grand National chief. The Joes are newcomers, Engel of Universal, and Miller of Columbia.
Kranze, of RKO. and Mills, of Republic,
are top men answering to the name of
Bernard.

visiting Filmrow

en route to Allied's convention in New
York included: Pete Bournakis of the
Strand and Liberty, Watertown; Mike
Boumansour of the Plaza, Malone; Clarence Dopp, operator of the Strand, Johnstown, and of theatres in Poland, Frankfort and Northville. Incidentally , Bournakis will continue to operate the Strand
weekends, and the Liberty full time. Filmrow reports.

Strand,

Kallett
new

circuit

has

200 -seat house

opened
in Long

the
Lake.

Brooklyn Folly Trust
Suit Asks $750,000
New York — Not unexpected, and hinted
at several months ago, the Folly Theatre,
Brooklyn, has filed a $750,000 triple damage anti-trust suit against the Randforce
circuit. Specifically named are the Alba,
Rainbow, Commodore, Republic Theatres
and major and independent distributors,
who are charged with unfair competition
and

coercion.

Neighborhood Theatres has gone in for bicycle riding . . . Dorothy Shewbridge was
in Fort Myer for the Horse Show . . .
Charlie Thorpe is the new doorman at the
Carillon, succeeding Johnny Martin, resigned. . . Harley Davidson, Paramount
salesman, was in town on the way to
Washington, after making a trip down
Clinch Valley.
The Lichtman circuit is planning on a
new colored theatre in Norfolk, having
closed a deal for a property on Church St.
Plans for the new house, to seat 800, are
being drawn up by Bernard Spigel of Norfolk, and construction starts as soon as
the property is cleared . . . Keith Caudle,
doorman at Wilmer & Vincent’s Colonial
announces his engagement to Dorothy
Gibson.

Eureka

Seeks a Jury's

Opinion

on " Ecstasy "

Albany — A jury of 12 men, chosen from
all walks of life, to pass opinion on the
action

of the

board

of regents

in refus-

ing a license for a revised edition of “Ecstasy,” is asked by Eureka Productions,
Inc. Jack Haupt, president, and Attorney
Henry Pearlman made the request during
the appeal argument before Supreme Court
Justice G. V. Schenck. The board in April
upheld the motion picture division of the
state education department, which denied
a permit for the new, as well as the old,
version.
Pearlman
view

suggested

the picture

that Justice Schenck

to aid him

in determin-

ing the merits of appellant’s case. The
jury also would see the picture if a trial
were ordered. A trial by jury was sought
in “The Birth of a Baby” appeal last fall,
but Justice Russell of Troy referred the
case to the appellate division. That body
recently saw the picture in the court
room.
Charles Brind jr., chief of the law division, education department, argued that
reference in “Ecstasy” should be to the
appellate division. He said the only issue
is whether the changes made in the film
by

the distributing company
cient to cause the appellate

are suffidivision to

reverse its stand. On this and on statutory grounds, Brind stated the case should
be sent directly to the higher court.
tice Schenck reserved decision.
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route

to

the

Pittsburgh

Frederick Biersdorf, Warner
ger, bound for Roanoke.
“VINCE” DOHERTY
and Robert
Grace have been appointed to Paramount’s 100 per cent club and will be
honored at their coast convention . . . J.
Coleman, Paramount’s home office auditor,
is making a periodic checkup at the local
exchange . . . Hardie Meakin, Keith’s,
launched an extensive publicity campaign
his presentation of Universal’s allcolor comic opera, "The Mikado” . . . Attending a special screening were representatives of the school board, women’s
clubs, federation of church women, music
schools, national symphony orchestra, and
for

20 RCA dealers . . . Hardie’s son, Leonard,
is putting on the varsity show at Maryland University . . . Dave Kamsky, Neighborhood Theatres, visited along the Row,
accompanied by Wade Pearson . . . Mackie
Duval, Warner theatres, was tendered a
shower by her co-workers following the
announcement of her marriage to Paul
Smith on June 24 . . . Mary Horner,
Warner theatres, is spending her twoweek vacation in Bermuda . . . Walter
Pettus, Warner sound man, is announcing
his recent marriage . . . Sidney Lust has
broken ground for a 1,000-seat house in
Hyattsville . . . Samuel Bendheim and
Herman Rubin journeyed from Richmond
to visit with Paramount’s

Harry

Hunter.

Gertrude Connell, secretary to Julian
Brylawski, is convalescing after a recent
appendectomy . . . Robert Campbell, local
representative for “Moonlight Sonata," has
established the Campbell Picture Service
with offices at 203 Eye St. . . . Daniel

territory
branch

.

Barrett C. Kiesling, M-G-M
advance
publicity representative, is expected in
Washington on or about June 6 . . . M-G-M
has planned a luncheon in his honor at
the Variety Club, with numerous circuit
managers in attendance . . . C. E. Smith,
Grundy, Va„ is installing new equipment
in the Lynwood Theatre . . . Elmore Heins,
National Theatres, Roanoke, is busily engaged in making arrangements for the
Virginia MPTO
convention to be held in
Roanoke June 12 . . . Dick Shamis, Realart, Baltimore, is announcing the birth of
a daughter . . . The Baltimore Variety
Club will hold a golf tournament at the
Rolling Road Country Club on June 16
. . . Samuel Wheeler, 2Qth-Fox branch
manager, is convalescing from a tonsillotomy.

Anna Jenkins . . . Blanche “Buddy” Hall
spent the weekend at St. Clement’s shore
. . . Mrs. Harriet Kenworthy, M-G-M, is
visiting with relatives in Ballston, Va. . . .
Lorraine Middlekauf is resigning from GN
to enter the employ of Harry Brown, former GN branch manager, who has established the Theatre-Merchant Service, with
offices in the Tower Bldg.

Dermody,

Wade

Racetrack,

attraction

for

Wilmington,

Vine

Streeters,

emptying the street on Saturdays . . .
Reese Harrington is opening the Milton,

Smart exhibitors, eyeing the homebuilding boom in Frankford and Bustleton, see the area as a good place for theatre building. Leo Posel has a house going
up in the area . . . Quick-on-the-trigger
Jack Blumberg of the President, took pictures of the Eastern Bicycle Championship races at League Island, showed them
at his house. Trailers advertising the races

Keith’s is closing for the summer . . .
is the Aldine . . . Curious how, at the
the last picture

before

clos-

ing is Elisabeth Bergner’s “Stolen Life.”
It’s the third year now one of her pictures preceded closing of the Aldine. Just
a coincidence . . . Chaney and Fox go into
the Fox, bringing with them a new idea, a
dance -instruction contest. Persons who

is con-

apply will get backstage lessons in the
“Chestnut Tree,” new dance craze. The
best pupils will perform on the Fox stage.

PearLouis

Salesman Joe Young . . . Joe Fields, Rivoli, Baltimore, off to New York for combined business and pleasure . . . Robert
Smeltzer, Warner district manager, en

National

Screen

Ser-

openings include: Vincent Werski’s Casino,
Pocono Pines; W. J. Smith’s Casino, Mt.
Pocono; Walter Wehr’s Central Park, Allentown.

illness . . . Frank Durkee, Durkee Circuit, announces the addition of the new
Senator Theatre, located near Rogers Park
in Towson, Md. . . . Lawrence Shanberger,
Keith’s, Baltimore, directing an expansive
publicity campaign on “Mikado” ... I.
Rappaport, Hippodrome, Baltimore, the
recipient of countless compliments on his
theatre front display last week . . . B.
Bernard Kreisler, Universal branch manager, visiting the Baltimore situations with

Blaustein,

vice, is out of the hospital after a week’s
stay with eye trouble . . . Summer theatre

Mrs. Rudy Berger, wife of Metro’s branch
manager, is convalescing from a recent

:: June

Delaware
new

latter house,

son. . . Lou Marks, Metro’s Pittsburgh
checking supervisor, visited the local exchanges accompanied by Mrs. Marks . . .

BOXOFFICE

The
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Filmrowites attending the formal opening of the New Page Theatre, Luray, Va„
owned by D. F. Aleshire, were: Mr. and
Mrs. Robert M. Grace, Mr. and Mrs. A. P.
Marjorie

Clark and Oscar Neufeld, Horlacher’s, are
helping Mrs. John B. Kelly put over the
10.
Woman’s
Medical College carnival, June

were shown at the President, Allen Lewis’
Dante, and the New Colonial . . . Incidentally, Oscar Neufeld, that old military
man, was grand marshal of the parade
preceding the races.

Boston to manage the local Ross-Federal
office with H. O. Gleiss being transferred
to Cincinnati . . . Former Manager Ruel
G. Williams visited from the coast . .

Folliard,

Tivo Smiles, on the De await
o
days, welcomed 75 exhibitors with beer,
pretzels and other dainties . . . James P.

warm nights . . . But here’s the reverse
story: Proprietor of the Open Door Cafe
brought in films, but they flopped. So he
dismantled the machine, put it in his car
for removal. While he was busy, somebody
stole the machine.

Angelina Luzi, Clark Film, has returned to her duties after a recent illness
. . . Larry Daily, Philly office manager for
Horlacher -Clark Film, visited the local exchange. . . Paul A. La Roche comes from

Green, Carolina Theatre,
valescing from a long illness.

Club's entertainment season is over for the
summer, except for the Tuesday stag
nights . . . The Alexander Film Co., which
knows a trick or two about getting on the
good side of exhibitors, had its yacht.

bookkeeper . . . Phil Bobys, Metro salesman, off for a three-week trip in the
Clinchco Valley . . . Lois Brown, Metro
inspectress for the past two years, has
resigned. She has been replaced by Mrs.

.

Hyman

JJARRY
Highland
has
taken Felt,
over Park,
another
house, Park,
the Reo,
Frankford . . . Mario Gambarelli is now
running the Douglas . . . The Variety

Milton, Del. . . . The Wilson Liner’s Liberty
Bell is installing a film machine, which
means more headaches for exhibitors these

sales representative for the Trio-Preferred
combine, visited the eastern shore accounts
.

.

The following promotions have been
made at the 20th-Fox exchange: Mary
Hughes to assistant cashier, Hilda Yaeger
to bookkeeper, Ethel Bord to assistant

Reynolds, former manager of Warner's
Penn, died recently . . . Curtis Hildebrand,
former manager of Preferred Pictures, now

.

.

mana-

-— Metropolitan

Reaches

Photos

a Rung —

Marie

Nash of New York takes a position on the ladder as the leading applicant with Robert Shackleton for
the metropolitan district in the RKO

“Gateway to Hollywood ” talent quest.
At left is Arthur Willi, RKO
chief
casting director. At the right is Herbert Rawlinson, representative of Producer Jesse L. Lasky in the contest.

New
New

Para.

York — With

Suit Delay

the

filing

of an

amend-

ed bill of complaint by the plaintiffs, the
Paramount minority stockholders suit has
been delayed to June 9.

Dickson
Hollywood

Quits Goldwyn

— Gregory

Dickson

has

re-

signed as publicity head for Samuel Goldwyn. No successor has yet been named.

3, 1930
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Smith and LiBeau Lead

Tax Huni Pursues

Paramount's

Industry Leaders
Washington — Department

New

of justice of-

ficials are planning a clean-up campaign
against alleged tax violators in the motion
picture industry, based on investigations
running over a number of months, it has
been disclosed by Attorney General Frank
Murphy.
The projected drive will be aimed at executives of motion picture producing companies, rather than talent — which has
been the subject of action in the past —
and probably “six or seven" leading officials of prominent concerns are involved,
it was said.
The tax situation on the West Coast, the
Attorney General said, was one of a number of matters which were the subject of
conferences during his recent California
trip. To the tax investigation, he said,
may later be added an inquiry into labor
and other matters in Hollywood which have
attracted the attention of the government.
Preliminary work on the tax probe has
been completed by treasury agents, engaged in studios for many months, whose
findings have been incorporated in a
lengthy report prepared by the treasury
department, which has been referred to
Assistant Attorney General James W. Morris of the justice department tax division.
The evidence gleaned by the treasury
agents and by supplementary work done by
the department of justice, it was said, may
later be laid before a federal grand jury.
While details of the suspected income tax
violations have not been divulged by the
department, it is understood some of the
cases involve transactions in connection
with the merger of two film companies.
The only person involved in the tax investigation whom Attorney General Murphy would name was Joseph Schenck.
From other sources, it was learned that
Darryl Zanuck and William Goetz also are
involved and. it was said, five other company executives.
The labor investigation which the Attorney General said was under consideration is understood to involve the relations
between the producers and the major industry union.

Aims Philly Suit Threat
To Get " Better Runs"
Philadelphia

—

A

threat

to bring

the majors through court action. In addition, he said, he would sue for the
losses sustained while the house is closed.

$350,000 Fire Loss
W.

Va. — A fire at the Rob-

inson Grand Theatre, Wednesday,
a loss of approximately $350,000.
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have

A. Smith

been awarded

and

French Film Bill

Ralph

first and

second prizes in the district managers’
division of the recent Paramount Four
Star Drive. In the branch manager category Albert Mendenhall of Omaha was
first; John T. Howard of Detroit, second;
Chester J. Bell of Denver, third. I. G.
White of Los Angeles led the salesmen
with E. Rubin of Omaha, second, and J.
Wilcox of Salt Lake City, third.
First in the bookers’ division was won
by Omaha with Detroit, second and Denver, third. In the ad sales managers
grouping, Wendall Overturf of Omaha
took first prize; Selby Carr of Minneapolis, second: James Nicoll of New Orleans, third.

Wehrenberg to Convene
Trade for Draft Study
New

York — As soon

as he returns

to St.

Louis. Fred Wehrenberg. MPTO
head
there, will call a meeting of exhibitors for
action on the trade practice draft proposals. He said he received a copy of
the arbitration proposals Wednesday, a
day before he left for home and did not
have sufficient time to digest them for
comment.

“Everybody is cutting down on premiums in St. Louis.” Wehrenberg said, and
“all we have now mostly is one change a
week, no Saturday or Sundays.” Business
is a little off, he stated. His principal
reason for visiting here was to see the
World’s Fair, which is “very pretty.”

America Needs a Spirit
Plus Program , Says Hays
New

York

—

“America

today

needs

a

spirit as well as a program. That spirit,
solemn and consecrated, exists. It is that
spirit which urges us forward to new
heights of progress and prosperity without sacrificing the principles of individual
freedom that made us a great nation.”
It was in this vein that Will H. Hays
delivered an address during the Indiana
Day program at the World’s Fair. Himself
a Hoosier, Hays paid tribute to his native
state and many distinguished persons who
were born within its boundaries.

caused

U A Seeks Remake

Rights

To "Entente Cordiale"
New

York — United

Artists

New

York — American

companies

in

France are manifesting little concern over
the film bill which is expected to be passed
in October, reports Henri Klarsfeld, Paramount general manager for that country and also Belgium, Switzerland, Egypt,
Syria, Palestine and North Africa.
According to Klarsfeld, the bill is mainly for regulation of the French industry.
French authorities are interested in improving production by subsidies and eliminating producers who have no money, he
contends.
A provision in the bill which would
eliminate double features and consequently curtail the exhibition of American product has been dropped, Klarsfeld states.
Paramount, he reveals, is distributing two
French pictures
Tremble,” with
“Sixth Floor.”
in for praise by
are turning out
all the time.

abroad, “The World Will
Eric von Stroheim, and
French production comes
Klarsfeld, who says they
bigger and better pictures

“French films are becoming our strongest competitors,” he feels. “We have to
keep turning out big pictures with international appeal if we are to maintain
ourHe position
abroad.” is a good market and
says Palestine
will be better when its troubles are over.
Pictures there are shown with French and
German subtitles in addition to special
Hebrew subtitles which are flashed on the
wall alongside the screen. In Egypt and
Syria, pictures are dubbed in French.

Fifty From Illinois to
National Allied Meet
New

suit

against Stanley-Warner circuit and the
exchanges to get “better runs” was voiced
by Dave Shapiro, Admiral Theatre.
He said if his present attempts to improve business through a price cut — in the
form cf a “one-cent sale” one day a week
— are unsuccessful, he intends to close the
house and force better treatment from

Clarksburg,

Drive

York — George

C. LiBeau

Little Concern Over

York — Jack

Kirsch,

president

of

Allied of Illinois, plans to take about 50
members of his unit to the national Allied
convention in Minneapolis, he stated while
in New York to attend the Baer-Nova
fight. He left for the Windy City Friday
afternoon.
No comment on the arbitration proposals of the trade practice draft was forthcoming from Kirsch inasmuch as he had
not seen them. While here he conferred
with William F. Rodgers, chairman of the
distributors’ sub -committee, and only
touched upon the draft lightly and insufficiently to express any views.
Allied of Illinois will withhold action on
the draft until after the Minneapolis meeting following
a session
of the unit’s
members
will which
be called
in Chicago.
No
date for the meeting is set.

"U" Settles Louis Marx

is reported

dickering for the remake rights to “Entente Cordiale,” French production based
on Andre Maurois’ novel, “Edward VII and

New for
York" —Some
Suit of Mone
Louis Marx,
Suit
y"

to the producer, Max Glass,
HisAccording
Time.”
the picture is considered the most expensive made in France, costing approximately $500,000.
Glass is working on a distribution deal

former
foreign sales representative of Universal,
for $15,000 plus interest since 1933, has
been settled out of supreme court here.
Marx was employed from 1925-1938. He
claimed that in 1933 the dollar was devaluated and as a result he lost the above
mentioned sum in his salary.

for “Entente Cordiale,” and “Tragedy Imperial,” another French film dealing with
Rasputin.

Universal’s attorneys admitted the company paid Marx “some money” in the settlement, but refused to divulge the amount.
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Casey Returns and Confers
On Producer-Labor Parley
Pat Casey’s long-expected return to the
Hays office here from New York has set
wheels in motion for a series of conferences with labor leaders and studio executives relevant to setting a date for the
annual

producer-labor conferences on revisions in the basic studio working agreement, which huddles are several months
overdue.

Casey’s first official act on his arrival
was to call a meeting of studio managers
and producer attorneys, to review the
progress

made here in his absence concerning negotiations by several film crafts

for revisions in their bargaining agreements. He had no comment to make, according to Hays office attaches, about developments in the IATSE-Local 37 court
battle, or to what extent that intra-union
turmoil may affect the basic pact parleys.
The Hays office labor contact will also
review a survey made by the Pacific Coast
Labor Bureau, at the request of the Motion Picture Painters, concerning the feasibility of a five-day work week for every
phase of the industry. The painters, as
well as film editors, the Screen Actors
Guild, carpenters, electricans and other
unions have signified their approval of
the shortened week, adoption of which will
be discussed at the basic pact huddles.

to Incorporate

Sacramento,

Cal. — Paramount

attorneys

have applied for authority to incorporate
Television Productions, Inc., and the right
to issue 25,000 shares of stock at some
time in the future. Incorporation papers
list Paul Raiburn, who is Barney Balaban’s
executive assistant, as president; Y. Prank
Freeman,
secretary;

Spear,

Western

Manager)

Smith Quits IA Post; Seen as
Alleviating Step in Strife
A new twist was given ttre drawn-out
battle between international executives
and local officers for control of Local 37,
IATSE, when Harold V. Smith, in charge

The Screen Writers Guild has registered
a formal protest with the national labor
relations board and the producers, charging the latter are guilty of coercion and

of the IA’s coast offices, turned in his
resignation and was succeeded by Steve B.

attempts
with

to influence the NLRB by supplying James Roosevelt, among others,
a copy of a letter to the labor board

Newman, former IA representative. Smith’s
action was considered, in some quarters,
as possibly significant of a step toward a
peaceful solution of the conflict, as his

opposing the reopening of the producerwriter recognitional hearing. The SWG

ouster had been one of Local 37’s demands
in a previous attempt at settlement. Latest
developments in the court battle include
filing by the ousted officers of contempt
citations against George Browne, IA
president, and other international officers

is an attempt to embarrass
other interested parties.

for revoking Local 37’s charter in the face
of an injunction issued on behalf of the
local restraining the international from
taking any such action.
Frank Stickling, one of the international officers assigned to take control of
Local 37 last March, has planed east,
having obtained leave because of illness.
Next step in the trial will be the filing of
an oral deposition from President Browne
as to whether he was fully authorized in
declaring the “extreme emergency” which
caused him to order Local 37 to be taken
over.

T elevision Prod uctions
Moves

Blvd; Ivan

Members of Local 37 have been cautioned to establish themselves as membersat -large of the I A prior to transferring
their affiliation to one of the five new
locals established here in place of 37. The
new Projectionists Local 165 held its first
meeting to discuss organizational work
and plan a membership drive.

declared Roosevelt may be a “foil,” taking no side in the dispute, but charged
the inclusion of his name at this late date
the NLRB

and

The Screen Directors Guild’s newlyelected board of directors held its first
meeting, acting on
the Unit Managers

routine business, while
Guild, until recently a

part of the SDG, discussed general organizational matters at a membership meeting. Likewise the Screen Actors Guild
board met to continue its discussion of the
progress being
licensing pact
Guild.

made toward negotiating a
with the Artists Managers

Producers and the Screen Readers Guild
are nearing an agreement after months of
negotiation for a closed shop agreement
for the readers, who are holding out for a
$55 weekly minimum, as against a $45
minimum offered by the producers. Also
nearly

ready for ink is a working pact between the Screen Set Designers and producers, calling for a $1.70 minimum hourly

scale and

a 100 per cent guild ship. Negotiations are still underway for bargaining

agreements with the Motion Picture
up Artists and Interior Decorators.

Make-

vice-president; Edith Shaffer,
and Walter B. Cokell, treasurer.

Raiburn is in charge of Paramount’s television enterprises in the east.
Studio officials interpreted the move as
a forerunner of television developments in
Hollywood, possibly an outgrowth of the
DuMont laboratories in New Jersey, in
which Paramount has considerable holdings.

Feature

Linda Ware

Linda Ware, 14-year-old singing star,
will be featured in “A Star in Manhattan”
by Producer Charles R. Rogers. Dorothy
Kilgallen and Jerry Horwin are currently
scripting their original for a July start.
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Conciliation

Is First

New York — "When the arbitration plan is set up, it is our determination to settle
as many minor disputes as possible through conciliation before submitting them to
arbitration boards. This has always been our intention, although it is not mentioned in the

arbitration

proposals.”

The declaration is that of William F. Rodgers, key figure in the distributors' side
in trade practice negotiations, and is in answer to a question submitted by BOXOFFICE after some exhibitor reaction to the arbitration plan.
Rodgers feels considerable time and energy may be saved when small claims
are filed with arbitration boards if secretaries in all exchange centers attempt to
handle them as a conciliator. If this approach fails, the claim automatically goes to
the full board for adjudication, Rodgers explains.
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1

Throw Surprise Party
For Studio Chieftain
More

7

than 1,000 executives and employes at Universal combined to throw a

surprise party
for Cliff Work,

in the studio commissary
in charge of operations at
the plant, to congratulate him upon the
first anniversary of his affiliation with
the company.
Resulting from the free-handed roaming of the photographer were the accompanying shots of the affair, here identified according to number:
1. Joseph Seidelman, foreign sales manager; Cliff Work, the guest of honor; Matty Fox, Martin Murphy, production manager.
2. Seidelman again, Harry Edington,
unit producer, and J. Cheever Cowdin,
chairman of the board.
3. Matthew Fox, vice-president and executive assistant to Nate J. Blumberg,
president.
4. Boris Karloff talks things over with
Rowland V. Lee.

4

5

Hollywood Ready for
Men of Paramount
Hollywood

is all set

to entertain

the

largest and last motion picture sales convention of the year, which gets underway
June 7 with the arrival of 250 Paramount
delegates from all parts of the United
States, as well as Europe, South America,
the Philippines, Canada and other parts
of the world. Contingent will comprise
homeoffice executives, foreign representatives, exchange managers, bookers, salesmen and other Paramount employes.
Last-minute preparations include business sessions, beginning June 7 at the Ambassador Hotel — convention headquarters
— several trips to Paramount’s Marathon
Street studio to survey technical and production facilities, and a convention banquet, set for June 10 at the Cocoanut
Grove as the final event on the program.
Four days will be utilized for the affair,
instead of the three days originally
planned, because of the large amount of
important business to be transacted. The
arriving delegation will be greeted by the
heaviest spring production schedule in the
studio’s history.
Y. Frank Freeman,

32

Paramount

vice-

5. Dan
Kelly, casting director, and
Henry Koster, director of the Deanna Durbin pictures.
6. Work again, Hannah Dennis, film
editor, and Matty Fox.
7. Joe Valentine, cameraman; Dave
Garber, manager of operations, and James

Feiner, Garber’s assistant.
8. Maurice Pivar, head of the editorial
department; Jack Otterson, art director,
and Harold Brewster, comptroller.
9. Sherman Clark, still man; Ray Jones,
head of the still department; John Joseph,
director of advertising and publicity; Bill
Fischer, Eddie Jones and Bill Wallace, all
still men.

president, has arranged to introduce the
conventioneers to a number of studio
notables, including Bob Burns, Madeleine
Carroll. Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, Fred
MacMurray and Martha Raye, from the
Thespic roster; and a quantity of producers, directors, writers and other creators of Paramount pictures.
George Smith, western district sales
manager, and Carroll Peacock, local exchange manager, will train out for Evanston, Wyoming, June 5, to board the convention special and accompany the delegates back to Los Angeles.

8

9

Major Production
Total Up to 42
Production has climbed to a 42-picture
total in work at the major plants, this
figure being augmented
set for starts.
Columbia

continues

by

filming

another

ten

on six, none

new starts. Fine Arts has rolled “Trouble
in the Tropics,” breaking a long idle spell
on the Grand National lot. Metro shoved
off

“Ninotchka”

and

“These

Glamour

Girls,” sending its total up to eight. Monolaunched “Roll. Wagons. Roll” to
total a gram
pair.
“The Dog Show Murder Case” hit the
starting line at Paramount, the studio thus
reporting eight in production. RKO
Radio, with four on its sound stages, drew
a blank week with no starters. Republic
rolled “Colorado Sunset” and “The Higgins Family, No. 3,” to increase its total
to three.
“Desperate Trails” hit the line at Universal. giving the studio a six-picture total.
Hal Roach rolled “A Chump at Oxford”
and Selznick International gunned “Intermezzo” to raise the United Artists total to
four. “The Singing Swinger” received the
nod at Warner, which has six films in
various stages of work.
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MLLUSTRATIVE of the fact that those

who possess
encouraging
lish themselves
film industry,
Leslie

Fenton’s latest
ment at M-G-M, the

Another example of the wide-awake spirit
which pervades the Warner
organization
these

jects at Metro’s Culver City plant, he drew
“Tell No Tales” as his initial featurelength assignment.
on this program

was

so clear-

cut and sure-footed, displaying a thorough
knowledge of the directorial craft, that
the film was lifted into a high bracket of
excellence and, as a reward therefor, Fenton drew the “It Can’t Happen Here”
signment— one of the most important

asve-

hicles on M-G-M's 1939-40 slate.
Which indicates, too, a laurel to Metro
for recognizing talent and taking advantage of it.

Warner studio executives and 'publicity
personnel rates a bow for the efficient
manner in which it is taking advantage of
the opportunity for building good will afforded by the precedental number of exhibitors visiting Hollywood during the

the popular “Dodge City." During the past
two years, makers of motion pictures have
selected for similar treatment a number of
American
which

past several months. The Burbank organization has let it be known that showmen
from

all parts

of the

given

the million-dollar budgetary treatment which currently seems necessary before a picture can be elevated above the

“just-another-programmer” class. While
it may not be generally known, and at

Edgar Rice Burroughs’ immortal ape-man,
in which he and “Me, Jane” acquire a
juvenile Tarzan to carry on the treeswinging tradition, has been carefully
packed with more sheer melodramatic
thrills than the screen has seen in a long
time; which factor alone assures it widespread acceptance among the juvenile
trade and a good portion of adult audiences. Thus it bears the sign of a substantial money-maker. Johnny

Weissmul-

ler’s biceps never bulged more becomingly,
Maureen O’Sullivan attains equal Thespic
excellence, and “Boy,” as played by John
Sheffield, is a truly inspired piece of casting. A large share of the credit is due
BOXOFFICE

June
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are

always

welcome, whether they be important circuit operators from metropolitan centers
or small independents from cross-roads
villages. Each is accorded the same cordial
treatment and hospitality , a thorough and
escorted inspection tour of the lot, a
luncheon as the studio's guest, after which
the visitor and his party are photographed
with

one or more of the company's contract stars; results of which are promptly

planted in the trade and newspapers serving the territory from which the pilgrim
hails. Possibly just as many touring theatremen call at the other major lots. If so,
their respective publicity departments
have managed to keep the fact a secret.

the

early

sufficient

histories

of

color, romance,

New

Orleans,

just a
have

Houston

and

record
dustry.

than

the

City

of Angels,

haps paradoxically, is the
Warner
only,

New

York

are

few of them. It is doubtful that any
a
more colorful or inspiring early

is the

studio

valuable

to

first, and

discover

which,

home

per-

of the

in-

probably

this

obvious

the
and

“sleeper."

Here’s

typical Hollywood

When

Jack

Mulhall

consistency:

completed

his part

in Metro’s “6,000 Enemies,” the first
recognizable role the veteran had had for

As a consequence of this far-sighted
policy, the word is spreading in exhibition
circles that the red carpet of sincere welcome and unstinting hospitality always is

too-long a period, the studio broadcast the
fact that “as a result of a splendid performance, Mulhall had been given a longterm contract.” When the picture was
previewed the blurb notices on the credit
sheet repeated this information. Yet, his
name did not appear on this same credit

out at Warner’s — a reputation which
do the WB sales efforts no harm.

sheet’s cast of characters,
ceive screen credit.

can

nor

did he re-

Just Films

Sam

Zimbalist, as producer, for a masterful job of editing — which was only natural
as, prior to becoming a Metro producer,
Zimbalist enjoyed a reputation as one of

evitable murderer is exposed, somewhat
below the established standard, despite an
obviously tilted budget and an excellent
supporting cast. No fault can be found

Hollywood’s ace film editors. Too, Director Richard Thorpe and Scenarist Cyril

with Norman Foster’s direction, or the
manner in which Producer John Stone

Hume

to the ex-

mounted the vehicle. The script by Frances Hyland, Albert Ray and Robert E.
Kent could, however, have been more

to preview

tightly knit and original.
Of the two westerns submitted for critical scrutiny during the week. Monogram

contributed substantially
cellence of the endeavor.
*

first blush may seem incredible, Metro’s
“Tarzan Finds a Son!” cost Liberal Leo a
round million — and is worth it.
Consequently, and such conclusions do
not always result, it easily rates as the
best picture of the week — and could have
so qualified in a considerably more competitive field. This newest adventure of

nation

communities,

incorporated

action or catastrophe to make them suitable
subjects for entertaining screenplays. San
Francisco, Chicago, Dodge City, Cheyenne,

Qy Ivan ^pta^c

Jungles , and
It was definitely a “B” preview week,
with only one of the seven features unfurled for critical comment having been

days is to be found in the announcement that it will produce a feature predicated

on the early history of Los Angeles, using
substantially the same cast as appeared in

directorial assignmegging chore on

“It Can’t Happen Here.”
Fenton, whose star was fading fast in
the Thespic constellation, did not, as have
so many others, retire to spend his time in
vicarious enjoyment of his past achievements. Realizing that the demand for his
still competent services as an actor were
virtually over, he decided to master another phase of the industry with which he
had been so long identified. After limited
experience piloting a number of short sub-

His work

SPEARHEADS

genuine ability can, with
frequency, rapidly estabin the top ranks of the
is the announcement of

Five

of the

audiences
“S-O-S
with a
higher

are

*

septet

*

offered

acceptable

as program

ma-

terial. Slotted in this group. Republic’s
Tidal Wave” could, if supplied
stronger cast, have risen into
brackets. Nevertheless, it has

offered “Across the Plains,” an excellent
low-budgeted effort starring Jack Randall. In the outdoor classification it will

novelty and contains considerable legitimate entertainment, chiefly because of the
part commercial television, as that medium
may evolve, plays in the plot development.
The screenplay by Maxwell Shane and
Gordon Kahn makes full use of this in-

undoubtedly serve with satisfaction, having been smoothly directed by Spencer
Bennett, intelligently produced by Robert
Tansey and scripted in acceptable style by
Robert Emmett. The other sagebrusher

triguing subject and John H. Auer’s direction, under the production guidance of Armand Schaefer, is well-paced. Th cast,
however, headed by Ralph Byrd, is no
more than adequate.
Likewise a trifle disappointing was 20th

out by RKO Radio as a George O’Brien
starrer. The veteran outdoor star, Producer Bert Gilroy and Director D. Ross
Lederman combined to manufacture a fast

Century-Fox’s “Charlie Chan in Reno,”
second picture in the veteran series in
which Sidney Toler plays the title role.

Paramount’s “Undercover Doctor,” another in the G-Man cycle, is patterned

Fans of the “Chan” pictures may find the
locale, and the method in which the in-

was

“Racketeers

of

and thrilling western
groove en all counts.

the

that

Range,”

turned

is right in the

along standard cops-and-robbers lines and
should qualify as average program fodder.
• Continued on page 35)
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Blumberg Arrives on
A Product Checkup
Planning an indefinite stay which may
extend through the summer. President
Nate J. Blumberg has arrived at Universal to look over pictures currently in work
at the plant and check on the lineup of
films being prepared to start during the
next two months. He will confer with
Cliff Work, Matty Fox. Milton Feld and
other studio executives concerning plans
for continuing the construction program
at the plant. The expansion project,
since Blumberg’s first Hollywood visit more
than a year ago. has mounted to an investment of $300,000 including new writers’ quarters, hospital, projection rooms,
storage buildings and roads. Two new
sound stages will be completed by July 1.
Payroll now comprises 2,500 names, an alltime high in the history of the lot.
After three weeks
for story properties

in New

York

scouting

for his newly-formed

‘•The Play's the Thing" production unit.
Gene Towne has reported back to RKO
Radio, which will release his films. Production start on the first vehicle, as yet
unannounced, is still several weeks away.
Technical

information

concerning

“Stunt Pilot.” second of the "Tailspin
Tommy " series which Paul Malvern is
producing for Monogram, was supplied
the producer by Hal Forrest, creator of
the comic strip on which the series was
based, in a series of huddles with Malvern
here. Forrest came in from New York for
a short stay on business
ing to his cartoon strip.
Michael

Shathin,

matters

Warner

pertain-

United Artists exploiteer working out of
the local exchange.
After he had reached New York en route
to England, Ben Goetz, in charge of
Metro’s British production unit, was recalled to the studio to resume discussions
concerning two forthcoming pictures to
be made abroad with Robert Montgomery
starred. Victor Saville, producer in the
unit, has been here in conference for several weeks and will remain at least another ten days.
Gradwell

sales manager

Civic and cultural leaders mingled with
the elite of the film colony in one of the
important social events of Hollywood’s
spring season when 20th Century-Fox’s
“Young Mr. Lincoln” made its western bow
at the Fox Wilshire Theatre. The event
followed only shortly after the picture was
given its world premiere in Lincoln’s birthplace, Springfield, 111., on Decoration Day.
The affair here was embellished with
all the swank, ballyhoo, distinguished
guest lists, spotlights, orchids, ermines and
tails that are customarily associated with

August to combat the usual summer boxoffice lull, the additional appropriation to

a Hollywood opening. Traffic along Wilshire Blvd. was diverted before curtain

be applied particularly to “Juarez,”
"Daughters Courageous,” “Each Dawn I
Die,” “The Kid From Kokomo,” “Hell’s
Kitchen,” “Naughty But Nice” and “The

time, and studio publicists arranged for a
special lobby display of Lincolniana to
enhance the atmosphere. Because of the

Devil

on

Wheels.”

" Intermezzo " to Ratoif.
Succeeding Wm. Wyler
Selznick

International

has

borrowed

Gregory Ratoff from 20th Century-Fox
to direct "Intermezzo,” replacing William
Wyler. The latter bowed out because of a
commitment to Samuel Goldwyn for
which he must report July 1, and because
of which he believed he would not have
time

to fulfill the S-I assignment. "Intermezzo” rolls next week with Leslie Howard starring and functioning as associate

producer.

Sherman

distribution

opening of “Captain Fury” there Memorial
Day. He was accompanied by Jim Lundy,

general

Warner and Charles Einfeld, advertisingpublicity director, concerning plans for
forthcoming production activity. The
company has announced plans to increase
its advertising budget for June, July and

Takes

More

Space

Harry Sherman has taken over additional office space at General Service studios to accommodate his increased writing staff, currently numbering four.

manager in Japan, arrives at the Burbank studio, June 14, from Tokyo He
will stay a few days for conferences with
local executives before continuing to New
York for parleys at the home office.
Frank Seltzer, publicity director for Hal
Roach, trekked to Phoenix to handle the

Sears,

for Warner, has checked in at the Burbank plant for conferences with Jack L.

"Young Mr. Lincoln"
Bows in ihe West

Slate “Parts Unknown"

“Parts Unknown,” a story by Frances
Parkinson Keyes, will be produced and
directed for RKO by George Stevens.

theatre’s location, however, it was found
impossible to construct grandstands for
the benefit of rabid premiere fans and
autograph hounds, who winged their prey
from vantage points along the sidewalk.
As a highlight of the program, Marian
Anderson, noted colored singer, presented
a concert of folksongs and classical selections, repeating the stint which she had
already performed at the Springfield
opening of the film.
In the vanguard of the guests were
Binnie Barnes, Alice Brady, Cesar Romero,
Arleen Whelan and Eddie Collins, members of the “Young Mr. Lincoln” cast, who
had just returned from appearing in a
similarly honored capacity in Springfield.
Henry Fonda, star of the production, was
not among those, present, however, having
left some weeks ago for a South American vacation.
First-nighters

included:

The Darryl Zanucks, Y. Frank Freeman,
Louis B. Mayer, Jack and Harry Warner,
John Ford, Michael Curtiz, Mervyn LeRoy,
Harry Cohn, Pandro Berman, W. S. Van
Dyke, Raoul Walsh, Charles R. Rogers,
Herbert Yates, Sol Wurtzel, Cliff Work,
Walter Wanger, Samuel Goldwyn, Tyrone Power and Annabella, Clark Gable
and Carole Lombard, Robert Taylor and
Barbara Stanwyck, Douglas Fairbanks jr„
and Mrs. Fairbanks, Alice Faye, Arthur
Hornblow jr., and Myrna Loy, and literally
hundreds of other film names.
Picture

was slated to go into its continuous run at regular prices June 3,

day-date with Loew’s State Theatre downtown, Top prices for the premiere were
$5.50.

Cinematographers Hold
Sixth Annual Banquet
The

Pommer

and Rogers Confer —

Erich Pommer, Mayflower Productions producer-director upon his arrival in
New York, confers with Budd Rogers, American representative of Mayflower
films which are released through Paramount. Pommer is in Hollywood to
attend the Paramount sales convention. He will return to England within
two weeks.
34

American

Institute

of

Cinemato-

graphy was to hold its sixth annual banquet late this week at the University of
Southern California with Mr. and Mrs.
Nelson Eddy and Norma Shearer among
the honored guests. Others attending
were to include Jack Warner, William de
Mille, Mervyn LeRoy, Sol Lesser, Charles
Skouras, Boris Morros and May Robson.
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for Producer
*

Edward

*

In cellar position, when

weighed

for its

entertainment potentialities — a niche it
should not occupy when considering its
cast and studio origin — is “6,000 Enemies,”
from the Metro foundry. In all probability it cost considerably more, and certainly was more impressively cast, than any
of the five preceding films, but still falls
short of the mark because of the unbelievably extreme and absolutely purposeless story with which Director George B.
Seitz and Producer Lucien Hubbard had

Murphy

to work.

The wildest and wooliest penitentiary yarn yet captured on celluloid, it
the accomplished Walter Pidgeon

places
and

and Sam
assistant.

a competent supporting cast at a distinct disadvantage and probably will find

its best market exclusively
firmed action addicts.

among

Officially Escorted —

Attorney -General Frank Murphy, whose arrival in Los Angeles with J . Edgar
Hoover, chief of the G-Men, recently, has caused considerable comment both
within and without the industry, gets a first-hand glimpse of this business
of motion pictures. Here he is, second from right, being given a personallyescorted tour through the Samuel Goldwyn studios by James Roosevelt, left,
Goldwyn

himself.

On

the

McGuire,

Murphy's

the con-

Flurry of Rumors

Hope and Colonna Tour
Will Start on June 30

As Murphy

and Jerry Colonna will team up for a personal appearance tour, opening June 30
in Chicago and following with two weeks
in New

York. Hope then leaves for a vacation in England, with Colonna continuing solo. Heading out July 20 will be

Parkyakarkus, for whom an eight-week
itinerary through the east has been booked.
Ritter checks out July 13 for a p.a.
through the southwest, first com-

Despite

countless

rumors

and

reports,

as varied as they were numerous, regarding the possible connection between the
motion picture industry and the recent
visit to Southern California of AttorneyGeneral Frank Murphy and J. Edgar
Hoover, chief of the G-Men, nothing in
their activities while here would indicate
any

one of the conjectures
est basis in fact.

and Reports

and Hoover

Following completion of their current
screen and radio commitments, Bob Hope

Tex
jaunt

right is Mathew

had

the slight-

If Murphy or Hoover did anything at all
in regard to the film labor situation in

Visit

probings and their findings very secret.
Railbirds, consequently, opine the visit had
absolutely no bearing on film affairs — a
conclusion that was apparently borne out
when the two Washington, D. C., officials
checked out for San Francisco after only
a few days here. Murphy paid one social
call by visiting the Samuel Goldwyn studio as guest of Goldwyn and James
Roosevelt, and, from all indications, interested himself chiefly in securing a federal

pleting a Monogram assignment in “Roll,
Wagons, Roll.” Marion Martin, Paramount player, made an appearance in San
Francisco in connection with the pre-

general and the IATSE-Local 37 intraunion war in particular, or looked into the
local exhibition-distribution scene in con-

jury indictment against the president and vice-president of the Pacific
States Savings and Loan Co.
Likewise unsubstantiated were reports

miere there of “Invitation to Happiness.”
Davis has returned to 20th Cen-

nection with the federal government’s
anti-monopoly suit against the major distributors, they managed to keep both their

that the attorney-general would check up
on alleged gambling and race-track concession payoffs in this area.

" Man About Town" Will
Premiere in Waukegan

"History of the Movies"
By the March of Time

Joan

tury-Fox following a
through

10-week

stretch

the east.

" Cant

Replacing

Happen " to Fenton
W. S. Van Dyke, Leslie Fen-

ton has been assigned to direct “It Can’t
Happen Here” for M-G-M
as his most
important feature assignment to date. Van
Dyke will handle “The Return of the Thin
Man,” co-starring William Powell and
Myrna Loy.

Hogan
James

grand

Hogan

Assigned
has

been

assigned

to di-

rect “$1,000 a Touchdown,” co-starring
Joe E. Brown and Martha Raye, for Paramount. Picture gets underway immediately with Bill Thomas producing from a
script by Delmar Daves.

Stahl Assigned
Valley,” story of the Alaskan territory
which was settled by American dust-bowl
farmers.

:: Jin?

3, 1939

miered June 25 at Waukegan, 111., Benny’s
home town. Benny, his radio troupe and
cast members will journey to Waukegan
by special train and will present his last
radio show of the season from the stage
of the Genesee just before the film is
screened.
Carl Krueger, of Paramount’s advertising department, has trained to Chicago
to confer
plans

Two

John Stahl’s next production-direction
chore at Universal will be “Matanuska

BOXOFFICE

“Man About Town,” the Jack Benny
starrer at Paramount, will be world pre-

with Robert Gillham, publicityadvertising director, concerning detailed
for the opening.

separate
units
s Rush
Unit

on “Gone

The

March

of Time

has

launched

pro-

duction on a two-reeler titled “History of
the Movies,” being photographed here under the supervision of Alan Brown. Scenes
from each studio will be included, and tied
into a story depicting the progress made
by the industry since its inception.

Next Cassidy

Set

Next “Hopalong Cassidy” western to be
produced by Harry Sherman for Paramount release will be “Medicine Show,”
now being scripted by Harrison Jacobs.
Sherman is searching for a feminine
player for one of the leads, a woman
crook.

nd" filming
"Wi
rushing

are

With the Wind” at Selznick International, piloted by Victor Fleming and
Sam Wood. A third unit, under William
Cameron Menzies, continues to shoot
montage sequences and atmosphere.

LangJane,”
Will Shirley
Direct "Lady
“Lady
Temple Jane"
vehicle at
20th Century-Fox, will be directed by Walter Lang. The Technicolor feature starts
June 26.

H
35

<?iinema

Music

Co., has returned from a song-plugging campaign in San Francisco, where
he worked on a new tune from a current

%ki

Paramount picture . . . Hazel Moore, Paramount restaurant manager, checked out
of Hollywood Hospital to continue her rest
cure at Palm Springs.

A 1 Vaughn, publicity director for Sol
Lesser, and Katherine Mauk will be married some time this month . . . The Bob
Hopes and their house guests, Mr. and

Hot Springs . . . Donald Ogden Stewart
has departed for New York for an indefinite stay.
★

Mrs.

Richard Greene, 20 th Century-Fox player, is confined to the hospital for a week
or more as the result of a leg injury
incurred in an automobile mishap . . .
Frank Bauer, assistant to Lynn Buell in
the Paramount purchasing department, is
vacationing in New York for two weeks
. . . Aza Rainer and Marian Pearson of

Richard Snideman, spent the holidays at Del Monte . . . Louis Lipstone,
Paramount music director, and 20 other
prominent music department chiefs and
composers feted Dr. Walter Damrosch at
luncheon at Paramount upon his arrival
from

New York. Those attending included Nat Finston, Charles Previn, Victor
Young, Frederick Hollander, Sigmund
Krumgold

and

others

. . . Paramount

Stu-

dio Office Employes Ass’n will hold its
annual election June 9 at the Hollywood
Studio Club, according to Carey Hall,
president.

★

guest

of honor

at a newsboys' convention in Des Moines,
la., June 10, and will ride his horse. Topper, in the parade . . . Lynne Overman
has returned from a vacation at Soboba

Harry Webb's Schedule
Calls lor 16 Pictures
Sixteen pictures, five of them already
completed, will comprise the production
schedule
Pictures

for Harry Webb’s Metropolitan
daring the 1939-40 season, according to an announcement by Webb. All

are geared for state-right distribution.
Now ready for distribution are a pair of
Bob Steele westerns, with a third being
edited, and two action melodramas. Set
for an immediate start is a third Steele
sagebrusher, “Riders
followed by another
Expanding
Morros

his

fiesta at Pampa,

setup,

“The

Fly-

mount’s “Heaven on a Shoestring’’ tossed
an impromptu birthday party for George
E. Stone, member of the cast, replete with
cake and presents.
★
Nat

Winecoff,

manager

of

★

Mr.

Famous

Universal

on "Dark

has assigned

Christy

Cabanne

REVIEW

sub-

jects on Goldstein’s program. Films will
be made on the Grand National lot for an
as yet unannounced release.
Atalaya

Films

has rolled the first of its

series

of

United

Artists release, under

36

Spanish-language

features

for

the title “La

Lou Smith, assistant to Producer-Director Frank Lloyd, returned from New York,
where

he spent a week picking up background shots and discussing exploitation

tieups for “Ruler of the Seas” . . . Mel
Shauer and his associate, William Gordon,
left for New York en route to Rio de
Janeiro

and

Robert
SUN

NEVER SETS, THE (Univ) — Heavily endowed with production values and bolstered by a strong cast with Douglas Fairbanks jr. and Basil Rathbone in the van,
tions in the

should

of Britishers
far

find smooth

and

reaches

of

sailing

since

their
the

Empire

it merits

REVIEW

picture will appear
of BOXOFFICE.

on

in an

Aires.

They

will sur-

Buckner,

a

writer,

script built around that institution
Warner will film this summer.

has

which

*

George Batcheller jr., for two years an
assistant director on the Republic lot, has
resigned
with

to join Roland

headquarters
national studio.

Leed

at the

Productions

Selznick

Inter-

*

the above
early issue

Warner

headed for South Bend, Indiana, to submit to Notre Dame University officials a

tradi-

above the average of current Hollywood product. Roland V. Lee produced and
directed.

COMPLETE

Buenos

vey production conditions in South America prior to establishing a film-making
unit there for the production of four
Spanish-language films for United Artists
release . . . John Howard is nursing an attack of the flu.
★

FLASHES

place

12 remaining

B. DeMille’s associate producer, returned
from a New York vacation . . . Talbot Jennings is lecturing at Idaho State University, his alma mater, on motion picture
writing.

Empire"

to direct “Dark Empire,” second in the
series of action features co-starring Richard Arlen and Andy Devine. Picture rolls
June 27.

writing

the

and Mrs. Michael Fessier are parents of a baby boy, Michael jr., born at
the Good Samaritan Hospital. Fessier is
a Warner writer . . . William Pine, Cecil

★

Cabanne

this picture

on

host to Dr. John

with the all-industry film, “Cavalcade of
America,” to be exhibited at both the
World’s Fairs.

Inmaculada,” with Louis Gasnier directing. Fortunio Bona-Nova, co-producer
with Maury Cohen, is starred in the picture. Atalaya has secured production
space on the Grand National lot.

ing Deuces.”
First two-reeler in the series of “Picture
Crimes” shorts to be produced by Leonard
Goldstein has been titled “Murder at Midnight.” Story was scripted by Ethel La
Blanche, who has been retained for the
chore

played

Dyke, Pat O’Brien, Allen Rivkin, Henry
Herzbrun, Lou Edelman and Gabe Yorke.
Dr. Shotwell is in Hollywood in connection

an associate producer in the Morros production unit, his first assignment to folfeature,

Wanger

Joseph I. Breen, Dr. A. H. Giannini, Melvyn Douglas, Henry Ginsberg, W. S. Van

has taken Nat Wachsberger, Continental producer and book publisher, into

low the Laurel-Hardy

Walter

Biberman, Sheridan Gibney, Joseph Mankiewicz, Gregory Ratoff, Phillip Dunne,
Dore Schary, Jock Lawrence, Jeff Lazarus,
Stanley Bergerman, James Roosevelt,

Charlie Ruggles is vacationing for two
weeks in Oregon . . . Players in Para-

Boris

partnership. Wachsberger’s affiliation
will make available scores of European
motion pictures, plays and other literary
works. Wachsberger will also function as

father,

★

of distinguished film colonists, including Y. Frank Freeman, Ralph Morgan,
Jean Hersholt, Paul Muni, Ernst Lubitsch,
Edward G. Robinson, Hal Roach, Herbert

Texas,

★

of the Stage,” to be
pair of melodramas.

corporate

in settling the estate of O’Brien’s
who died several days ago.

scores

O' Texas ”
13 and 14.

Anatole Litvak and his wife, Miriam
Hopkins, are vacationing in New York for
two weeks . . . Perc Westmore has returned from the east . . . Sadie Fryer, head

wall be

of Pat O’Brien, and the
left for Milwaukee to aid

“Top
June

*

Boyd

O'Brien, wife
actor’s mother

T. Shotwell, American historian and representative of the United States at several
League of Nations conferences, at the
Victor Hugo. Dinner was attended by

Sam Wood has returned to M-G-M after
a short holiday in New York . . . Miriam
Hopkins has finished a film commitment
and headed east . . . Dr. Herman Lissauer,
Warner research chief, is back at work
after a holiday in Manhattan.

William

Farciot Edouart, head of Paramount’s
transparency department, is vacationing
at Yosemite for two weeks . . . Mrs. Eloise

Paramowit’s music department, sail for an
Alaskan vacation, June 6 . . . Mary Hart
and George Hayes, Republic players, will
be guests of honor at the fourth annual

★

of Warner’s stenographic department, is
back on the fob after attending the funeral of her father in Texas . . . Doji Ryan,
Warner writer, is on his xvay to Europe for
a holiday.

★

Billy Wilder, Paramount scripter, is vacationing for two weeks. He has been on
loan to M-G-M.
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Lazarus Obtains Release
From Paramount Pact
Jeff
from

Lazarus

has

obtained

a

the

Milton Cohen Leaves
BOXOFFICE

release

his contract as a Paramount producer, effective when he has completed

“Are Husbands Necessary?” which is now
in work, and has finished preparations on

Milton

L. Cohen, formerly an advertising and subscription solicitor for
BOXOFFICE,
is no longer connected
with

joined
studio
ranks

dropping Donald O’Connor, juvenile player, Betty Grable and Broderick Crawford.
Ken Englund and Frank Ryan, writers,
have also wound up their contracts, as has
Charles Barton, originally signed to an
actor-director ticket.
With “A Chump at Oxford,” LaurelHardy four-reeler, underway, the Hal
Roach studio has ended a three-month
lull. Some 400 workers on the back lot
and in various departments have returned
to work, with another 200 due to check
in late in June.
The Warner aggregation of “Dead End
Kids” — comprising Leo Gorcey, Huntz
Hall, Bobby Jordan, Billy Halop, Gabriel
Dell and Bernard Punsley — will complete
their studio contract and leave the lot
around

June

30, when

their current

star-

ring vehicle, “The Dead End Kids at Valley Forge,” is completed.
George Marshall has reported to Universal on a newly-signed one-picture directorial deal, having terminated his contract at 20th Centry-Fox after six years
at the Westwood plant. Also joining Universal is William Sully, formerly a production assistant at Columbia, taking over
a post as aide to Matty Fox.
Transferring from the Hays office,
where he has been a member of the advertising counsel for three years, John McGrail has been named a unit man in the
Selznick International publicity department under William Hebert, new publicity
head for the studio.

Another Union Warns

Adding its voice to the chorus of refutations already made by several other film
unions to the charges contained in a
quantity of anti-Semitic leaflets distributed
in the motion picture colony over the
signature

of the “Committee on Unemployment, Hollywood Actors and Technicians,” the Photographers Local 659,
IATSE, has sent a letter of warning to its
entire membership. Signed by the board

— Metro
JERRY

HOPEMAN

joins

writing

staff.

PAY
HOLDEN
of the “Hardy
Family”
cast,
draws new term contract.
RUTH
HUSSEY
handed new acting contract.
LESLIE
FENTON
given new
contract as director.
He

MAURY
GROSSMAN
given new
is in the short subjects unit.

writing

JOEL

McCREA
signs two-year
tract. First assignment will be

the cir-

The local’s message referred to the
prejudice.”
“Committee on Unemployment” as a "mysterious signature,” thus adding weight to
the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League’s belief
that the literature came from the headquarters of the German -American Bund
here — a point which, however, has not
definitely been established. Investigations
conducted by the HANL and several trade
unions has led to the conclusion, however,
that there is no such “committee.” The
literature charges that current studio unemployment is traceable to the fact that
Jewish actors, technicians and extras are
preferentially employed and that Jewish
are replacing

non- Jew

film work-

ers at “an alarming rate.” These allegations have been denied as “ridiculous” by
spokesmen for the American Federation of
Musicians, the Screen Readers Guild, the
Screen Directors Guild, machinists, plasterers, electricians, costumers and other
crafts.
Push

ticket.

"Independence''

Drive

Other developments on Hollywood’s liberal front found the Committee of 56 set

— Paramount
JACK
MINTZ
signed as gag man
Dollars a
Touchdown,”
the Joe
Raye comedy.

declares

culars are “false, insidious and destructive,” asks the membership to “ignore
completely” the literature, and pointed
out the local “will militantly oppose any
group seeking to foster hatred and class

refugees

OPTIONS

the missive

on “Thousand
Brown-Martha
starring cona
co-starring

role with Madeleine Carroll in “Safari,” to
produced by William LeBaron
with Edward
Griffith directing.

be
H.

to climax

its local drive for 2,000,000 signa-

tures to the “Declaration of Economic Independence from Nazi Germany” on June
3, at which time a crew of volunteers was
to cover the downtown Los Angeles area

— RKO
Radio
MAXWELL
ANDERSON,
noted
playwright,
signs to write an untitled screenplay for Producer-Director Leo McCarey.
— Republic
SIDNEY
SALKOW,
director, renewed
for another year.

in search
ment.

— 20th Century-Fox
HAMILTON
MacFADDEN
signs one-picture
rectorial deal, joining the Sol Wurtzel unit.
OTTO
BROWER,
director, given contract
tension.

lecture was titled “We, the People, Reply.”
Scores of film colony friends of Ernst

diex-

— Universal
GEORGE
direct “The
Stewart.

MARSHALL
Man From

signs one-picture deal to
Montana,” starring James

SIGRID
GURIE
signs five-year
calling for two pictures yearly. She
in

“Forgotten

BOXOFFICE

Women”

::

June

at

the

studio.

acting pact
is currently

The

of new

HANL

“March
Norman

signatories

presented

the

to the doculast of

its

of Democracy” series, with Dr.
Byrne as chief speaker. Final

Toller, exiled German novelist who committed suicide in New York, attended a
memorial service conducted under the
auspices of the HANL and the League of
American Writers. Irving Stone, local
LAW

vice-president,

and

H. S. Kraft,

board,

shared

the

WB Shifting Shorts Unit
In New York to Burbank

Against Leaflets

of executives,

executive

first three days’ run will be devoted to
Spanish refugee aid. Sponsors include
Dorothy Parker, Lillian Heilman, Dashiell
Hammett and Ernest Hemingway.

this publication.

“Navy Nurse” and “Air Raid.” He will
leave some time in August on a vacation,
under doctor’s orders. Lazarus
Paramount in 1932. The same
wielded the ax in acting talent

HANL’s

speakers’ platform.
Sponsored by the Motion Picture Guild,
“The 400,000,000,” documentary film of
the Sino-Japanese conflict, began its
western premiere showing at the Grand
International Theatre. Proceeds from the

of

Hollywood’s 1939-40 output of films
touting democratic American principles to
the detriment of the dictatorships and
other forms of totalitarian government,
has received another substantial boost
with

Warner’s decision to transfer its entire short subjects production unit to the
Burbank plant from New York. Under the
of the company’s
at least five
setup, featurettes
new
historical
will be made here
during the new season, for which
dates have already been affixed.

starting

First to roll will be “The Monroe Doctrine,” starting July 15. “Old Hickory," a
biography of Andrew Jackson, gets the
gun September 15; “The Father of His
Country” will start November 11, and
“Pony Express” begins its ride December 1.
All will be filmed in Technicolor. “Nathan
Hale,” in black-and-white, goes before the
cameras January 1.
In the feature division, the studio is set
to roll “Boycott” and “Underground” June
5, both as indictments of Nazi activity in
this country.
geared for an
a short delay
directors, with
for W. S. Van

Hitchcock
Carole

“It Can’t Happen Here” is
early start at Metro, after
occasioned by a switch in
Leslie Fenton substituting
Dyke.

Will Direct Lombard

Lombard

has been

signed

for the

Flashing Stream" at
starring role in "The
Selznick International. Filmization of the
Charles Morgan play will be directed by
Alfred Hitchcock.

— Metro

SCR1PTERS

HARRIS
RAY
Garbo starrer.
— RKO
Radio

to

“Madame

Curie,”

a

Greta

McCOJBERNARD
and
GRANT
MORTON
to “Riding the Silver Trail,” next in the
VILLE
series of George O’Brien westerns.
Boy No. 2,” a
to "Glamour
GRANET
Penner starrer.
JoeBERT

EARL
Armand

FELTON
Schaeffer

to “Calling: All
will produce.

Marines,

to “Capital
LITTLETON
SCOTT Seldom
Herman
will produce.
— Universal
with
teamed
MYERS
HENRY
— Warner
Bros. a Date,” a Deanna
NING on “It’s
to “Coney
REED
TOM
Claude
will Pattop
son gart,
the cast.
O’Brien,

which

Punishment.

MANBRUCE
Durbin vehicle.

BoIsland.” Humphrey
Rains and Gloria Dick-

Cast in Wilde Story
“Canterville Ghost,” an Oscar Wilde
story recently purchased by Metro, will
serve as a vehicle for Margaret Sullavan,
Frank Morgan and James Stewart, with
Milton Bren producing as his first chore
for the studio.

3, 1939
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Warner -Fox West Coast Split;
Will Sell to Independents
Los

Angeles— Warner

Bros,

will

not

sell its 1939-40 product to the Fox West
Coast circuit, according to a statement by
Gradwell L. Sears, Warner general sales
manager, in which he attacked the chain’s
double-bill policy and operations generally.
Sears declared that Warner pictures will
be sold to independent theatres in this territory, from whom the company “will get
better money return.”
Charles Skouras. Fox West Coast president, declined to comment on the blast by
Sears, asserting that any reply must come
from Spyros Skouras, president of National Theatres, Inc., of which FWC
is
unit. He said the circuit film buying is
handled by the National Theatres headquarters in New York.
a

Legion-Paramount Tieup
Provides Car Gilts
Los Angeles — In a tieup with the Los
Angeles council of the American Legion,
the Paramount Theatre has embarked on
a giveaway in which one car is being
awarded every day. Drawings are conducted after each stage show, the winning
numbers then being shuffled again at the
final performance
selected.

Name

and

the

Whitehead

ID) IE N V

IE R

£D

MAPEL is closing his Tivoli Theatre
for the summer. This leaves him two
other dime grinds on Curtis St.
Jimmie Howell has resigned as manager
of the Roxy, and Abel Davis, oivner, is
planning to do a remodeling job on the
house this summer.
Within a few weeks Nathan Salmon and
John Greer will open a new house in Santa
Fe, N. M., to be called the Burro Alley.
Work is progressing at a rapid pace on
the structure.
Manager

Buzz

Briggs

is in the midst

of

redecorating, recarpeting and the installation of a complete cooling system in the
State Theatre. This fall he plans to do
over the front.. Before he is through Briggs
expects to spend over $10,000 on the house.
Paul Hoppen is again operating the
Palace, having taken the house back from
Ruptle and Wagner, who took it over about
three months ago.
Frank
of the

Boost,

former

State, is now
change as shipper.

Of Teleview Newsreel
Los Angeles — Grady Belton Whitehead
has replaced Arthur Klein as manager of
the Teleview Newsreel Theatre in Hollywood, according to announcement by the
Teleview Corp., and Klein is no longer
connected with the company.

at the

Warner

ex-

S. B. Rahn has moved his Atlantic exchange temporarily to 2044 Broadway,
sharing the office of the Commercial Film
exchange.
Fred Glass, manager of the Salt Lake
district of Fox Intermountain theatres,
was in town a few days attending a meeting presided over by Arch Bowles, field
marshal for the National Theatres showmanship drive.
Si Saunders, booker for the southern
district of the Denver Fox Intermountain
district, and Miss Lucile Olson of Ogden,
Utah, were married, and are on their
honeymoon. Si met the bride while booking for Fox in Salt Lake City.
Frank Milton has resigned as manager
of the Santa Fe Theatre. No successor has
been named by Dave Davis, manager of the
circuit . . . The Broadway, a Fox
will be closed for two weeks for
orating job . . . Evelyn Camplin,
cial Film exchange secretary, is
tion.
Back

from

the Los

Angeles

first-run,
a redecCommeron vaca-

convention

of Columbia Pictures, and particularly enthusiastic about the new product, are Bob
Hill, manager; Salesmen Barney Shooker,
Sam Cramer and Sam Dare, and Booker
Tom Robinson. Sam Cramer, from the

Visiting —
Phil

38

Starovich,

who

houses

at

Raton,

New

things

over

with

Jane

operates
Mexico,

two
talks

Bryan

in the

course of a tour of inspection
Warner studio in Burbank.

of the

Poster department, was promoted to salesman just before the convention. Succeeding him is Don Tweddale from the assistant shipper job at Warner Bros, exchange.
R. M. Hough has taken over the Star
at Imperial, Neb., from Ruby Teller . . .
(Continued

Reward —

Charles Pincus, manager of the Centre
Theatre in Salt Lake City, chats with
Louise

Campbell on the set at Paramount. Pincus is enjoying a vacation
as a result of his record campaign on
“Unioii Pacific.”

Pro-Nazi Whispers

assistaiit manager

day’s winner

as Head

A Vacation

on page

38-D)

Hurt 'Spy' Grosses
Pasadena,

Cal. — Following threats of intimidation toward Manager Stan Meyer,

of the United

Artists Theatre,

by myster-

ious pro-Nazi agitators when “Confessions
of a Nazi Spy” was booked into the house
May 24 for a five-day run, the unidentified hecklers were apparently satisfied to
limit their retaliatory actions to staying
away

from

showings of the picture and influencing their friends and followers to do
the same. Consequently, Meyer reported,
this undeclared whispering boycott pulled
business down 40 per cent below normal
takes for the Fox West Coast house.
The threats against Meyer took the form
of telephone calls telling him he “would
be sorry” if he ran the picture. The theatre manager reported, however, that by
the time special police checkers had been
assigned to trace them, the calls had stopped. None of the warnings resulted in
concrete overt acts, he said, and the fourday showing of the Warner picture was
marred

by no disturbances in the audience. As precautionary measures, Meyer
arranged for extra attendants to be on
hand and police squad cars were within a
one-minute radius of the theatre at all
times. They were not needed, however.
The Pasadena-Altadena area is suspected to be the place of origin of considerable pro-Nazi propaganda and the source
of a quantity of anti-Semitic literature,
the creators of which Meyer believes were
responsible for engineering the boycott
against “Confessions of a Nazi Spy.”
The below-normal business was in direct
opposition to the picture’s first-run fate at
the Warner Hollywood and Downtown
theatres
weeks.

in Los Angeles, where it was single-billed, day-date, and held for two
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^Ainir
SPROWL
NORMAN
jy[ANAGE
Utah RTheatre
is presenting

a

of the
stage

attraction for the current week in addition to regular film fare . . . Vacationing
in Los Angeles are Harold Chesler, short
subject booker for Intermountain
tres, and his wife.

Thea-

Bill Seib, Columbia manager here; W.
G. Sterzer, booker, and L. E. Kennedy and
Ken Lloyd , members of the local sales

LAKE
Fletcher,
have been
Theatre Supply.

Orin Hazen of the Salt Lake City Service Theatre Supply is extending his sales
trip into the territory . . . James Keitz, in
charge

of the Mercury exchange, is contacting possible accounts in Montana.

Installations

Welcome —
Jeffrey

Lynn

greetings
to Fred

on

(left) extends
behalf

Mercy

recent

systems

at

the

Liberty in Great Falls, Mont., managed by Burt Henson, and at the Babcock
Theatre, Billings, Mont., managed by Vern

Bros,

theatre

Manager R. C. Fuller of the RKO exchange here expects to cover the state of
Montana before leaving for New York,

California.

Film Club

from an extensive tour that included a visit to Cuba, are W. E. Shipley
and his assistant manager, Pete Peterson
of the Gem Theatre . . . Completing a
business trip through Idaho is E. W. Wilson, manager of the local GN exchange.
Jack Dailey, Paramount
exploiteer,
headed for San Francisco after publicity

Torrence House

for the Northwest

Film

now

branch

manager, appointed general chairman. His committee includes Jack Rosenberg, in charge of prizes; Cy Young and
Joe Rosenfield, ticket sales; Roy Peacock
and Morrie Segel, general arrangements;
and Bill Forman, entertainment.

A special invitation is being sent to Portland members of show business and, as in
the past, it is expected a large group will
be on hand. Exhibitors in Washington,
Oregon and Idaho desiring to enter the
tournament should write to the Northwest
Film Club or to any committee member.
The first prize to reach the committee is
a silver trophy donated by John Garfield,
film star.

Northwest
Is Forming

Cinema

League

in Seattle

Seattle — Designed to promote and foster interest in amateur cinematography,
the Northwest Cinema League is being organized by Jack Shallow jr„ of Western
Sound Service, and George Messner, assisted by Jack Hamecker, of the Fifth
Avenue Theatre, and Charlie Barnes, formerly with the Hamrick-Evergreen circuit.
The League will make its headquarters in
the remodeled Strand Theatre and will offer group instruction, contests, 8 and 16mm
equipment and other services.
BOXOFFICE
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Open

Torrence, Cal. — The Grand Theatre,
new Pacific States Theatres, Inc., unit, is

Club’s annual golf tournament have now
been formulated, with Bill Shartin, WB

This year’s affair will be held June 29
at the Glendale Country Club. It will be
an open tournament with over $600 in
prizes. A dinner and dance will wind up
the day.

convention.

Back

Plans Golf Tourney
Seattle — Plans

14, for his company’s

Pictures of the submarine disaster,
filmed by Universal, were screened here
at the Victory Theatre.

work locally on “Invitation to Happiness”
. . . Back from the M-G-M convention held
in San Francisco are George Derrick, office manager; Sam Cooper, booker, and
Byron Darling, checking supervisor . . .
Branch Manager Sam Gardner is calling
on Montana accounts.

cir-

visited the lot during

trip to southern

Northwest

cordial

of Warner

sr„ Seattle

cuit head, who
a

of sound

FWC

by National

Fire gutted the old Auditorium Theatre
building at Pocatello, Ida., causing damage
estimated by N. B. Grossman, owner and
operator, at $50,000.

June
force, are back from the company’s regional convention held in Los Angeles.

completed

Bros.

in operation. Pacific
trolled by Adolph Ramish

On

States is conand the Gore

Script for McCarey

Hollywood — Maxwell Anderson, noted
playwright, has signed to script an untitled
story for Producer-Director Leo McCarey
of RKO.

A Pre-Fair Visit —
S. E. Samuelson, art director of Intermountain Theatres, Salt Lake City,
pays a visit with his wife and
to the lounge room RKO
ing for exhibitors coming

daughter

is maintainto New York.

Olympia Supreme Court
Rules lor Constanti
Seattle — Winning a supreme court decision in Olympia, Pete Constanti is now a
partner in the Mike Berovic theatres.
Three years ago the two jointly operated
two

theatres in Tacoma, one in Aberdeen, one in Sumner and two in Puyallup.
After a disagreement, Berovic won a lower
court case in which the judge declared no
partnership existed.
Most

of the theatres belong to the Constanti estate, and for the past three years
Berovic has been leasing from them.
Berovic’s
hearing.

New

attorneys

have

Edwards

asked

for a re-

Theatre

Burbank
The

operator
Monterey Park, Cal. — A 1,000-seat theatre, costing approximately $75,000, is to
be built by the Jimmy Edwards circuit,
with construction to start early this month.

Chat —

photographer
of the

catches
Mt.

Carl

Tabor

Lowe,

Theatre,

Portland, Ore., in the midst of a chat
with Allen Jenkins on the Warner
lot in Burbank.
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■pHE forthcoming visit to Vancouver and
Victoria, B. C„ Canada, of England’s
King and Queen will not do the Seattle
show business much good over the weekend
and the Memorial Day holiday. It is
estimated at the border line in Blaine that
over 2,500 persons a day are passing
through

to the Canadian cities. The University of Washington band will participate in a concert in Victoria and will be
presented to their royal majesties. A

motor

company is carrying large advertisements in the Seattle papers offering

window space “with unobstructed view
guaranteed by police order” for ten dollars per seat while others advertise window space in various buildings for as high
as $25 per seat. It’s a royal show all right.
Going along with the University band will
be Bob Tomlinson, son of Tommy, the
head booker for Republic here.
Bill Forman, general manager for Sterling Chain Theatres, announces that Murray Peck will be placed as manager of the
Colonial Theatre. Murray, for the past
couple of years, has been handling the
Avenue Theatre m
Yakima for Martin
Brown . . . The road-house cafes are making a big drive for business right now. The
Ranch, one of the leading spots, has booked in the “World’s Fair Varieties’’ with a
long list of stage names headed by Eddie
Stanley as master of ceremonies. Sta?iley took over Cantor’s spot
airshow last year during the
with the show is Del Milne
The whole works is offered
charge and no increase in

on the Texaco
summer. Along
and his band.
with no cover
food prices.

the California trip and report a grand
time. Senior got a shock when he went
visiting the Frank Capra set at Columbia

W. S. Shipley, who operates the Gem
and Empire theatres in Salt Lake, and
other houses in California spending a few

studios. In this territory, the Mercy’s are
known as Senior and Junior. As they

days here and visiting with Morrie Saffle, the new Metro branch manager who
was recently transferred from the Mormon

walked on the set, Capra called out “Kill
Senior and Junior.” Senior immediately
thought it was a gag framed by Mike
Newman, the Columbia publicity man. He
learned, however, that Senior and Junior
are the names of spotlights . . . J. T. Sheffield, head of Republic Pictures of the
Northwest, announces that “Man of Conquest” will open in Tacoma in two theatres. The Beverly and Riviera will open
with the picture day and date, using the
slogan, “too big for any
Hugh

Bruen

writes

one
from

theatre.”
Whittier

to

spike the rumor that he intends to operate other theatres in Seattle. He will
just maintain his present house, the Forty-Fifth St. .. . Bill Conner, assistant city
manager to Ned Edris in Tacoma for the
Hamrick theatres, is rebooking Jay Clark,
the famed mentalist, into the Roxy Theatre. Last year, Bill said, Clark was booked for a week and stayed four, so this
time he is booked for four weeks with option of longer run. Bill reports business off
in his town . . . Arch Bowles, field marshal for the Spyros Skouras Shourmanship
Drive here, in for a conference with the
Hamrick-Evergreen executives. He was accompanied by Andy Krappman, secretary
to Skouras. After the meeting here the
pair left for Milwaukee.

city ... A litle quiet around the Rendezvous now that Torn O’Donnell has left for
the ROTC camp at Jefferson Barrack, St.
Louis. Better look up Ted Kemper while
there Tom. He is now booking for the
Army post out of St. Louis . . . Arthur G.
Catlin is in town from Hollywood. He is
on an exploitation tour in the interest of
Sam

Eddie Walton is “batching” for a spell.
His wife Marion and daughter Diane have
left for Denver, where they will visit with

to sign a writer’s contract with Metro . . .
The name of Mrs. Christine Traux Ives

relatives for a few weeks . . . David Lipton of the Universal publicity department

Fisher Rice Gamwell Ralli may not interest the many who might read it at a
glance, nor will the story of her fifth
marriage, but Filmrow and show business
will remember her a few years ago when
she became the bride of Waldo Ives, theatre owner of Mount Vernon. After the big
doing here the couple were feted by the
various studios in Hollywood. Waldo was
her first husband.

in Hollywood

Another cutie is quitting the show business to become a housewife. This time it
is Violet Matson, cashier in the Union
Street boxoffice of the Embassy Theatre.
Vi will be Mrs. William Earl Evans by the
time you read this. Hubby is in the insurance business. Congratulations and
good luck . . . Ruth Doherty is getting
plenty mad. Last November someone got
into her studios and escaped with $100.
Now again a couple of days ago her home
was invaded and the burglar got $41.00
. . . After that thrilling submarine rescue
with the famous Momsen lung a few smart
exhibitors hopped on the Warner exchange
for bookings on “Submarine D- 1” one of
last year’s releases. However the home
offices ordered no bookings to be set on
this picture. The lung and its rescue operation are shown in the picture.
Senior

38-B

Mercy

and

his wife are back

from

here

to help with

the cam-

paign for the opening of “The Mikado,”
opened very big. Tribue is the patrons sit through the picture twice, making it tough on the customers in line and
still tougher on the manager . . . S. F.
which

“Burnsie” Bums, the RCA engineer, is
here from his Portland territory to fill in
for Bill Cooley who is taking his vacation
. . . Jules Laurent, former Universal salesman here and east of the mountains, is
now in charge of four theatres for the
George Mann circuit with headquarters in
Modesto, Cal. . . . Guy Navarre, northwest
head of United Artists, had a pow-wow
with his boys this week. Attending were
Jack Kloepper and Jack O'Bryan from
Portland, R. J. Cadman who has just joined the Seattle staff from Salt Lake, and
Pete Higgins.

Roy Hunt-FWC Riverside
House Opens June 6

“Music

School.’’

Jack Wright, city manager in Walla
Walla for the Mercy circuit, spent a few
days here after returning from the Rotary
Club Alaskan tour . . . The local Metro
office looked a little crowded this week.
Irving Beck, Bill Madden, Abe Hodes and
Connie Carpou, auditors from the home
office arrived for a short stay . . . Neil
Walton, Columbia branch manager, and
his crew Ray Ackles, Keith Beckwith and
Bill Kostenbader back from the sales convention in Hollywood and getting down to
business . . . Cecil Gwinn brought his
daughter up from Centralia to attend a
screening on the Row . . . Jimmy O’Neal
reminiscing with Dutch Reuther, former
manager of the Seattle baseball team.
Dutch is now a scout for the Chicago
Cubs.

Jean
was

Another Seattle boy has attracted the
attention of Hollywood scouts. Bernard
Straub will leave for the south this week

Goldwyn’s

Spear celebrating his tenth anniversary along with Popcorn Smith who
celebrating his fifteenth. Popcorn was

also celebrating “Wenatchee Day,’’ but
minus Charlie Greime . . . Word from
Chicago tells that C. Roy Czerny is there
visiting with friends then will go on to
visit the New York World’s Fair. Roy
has no thoughts for the show business —
he’s just traveling . . . Mrs. Rex Stevenson from San Francisco visiting friends
and relatives in Mount Vernon and Anacortes. Her hubby is booker for Roy Cooper of the Great States Theatres in California, and was former head booker for
Sterling Chain here . . . Mrs. Peggy Bradford hosted a big party at the Film Club
quarters the night before her departure
for Alaska . . . Mrs. Roy Brobeck coming
along fine after the tonsillotomy . . . Mrs.
Whitney Young and Ethel Dow back from
the California vacation trip . . . Vivian
there. also back
Moe

from

a

three

iveeks’ trip

Seen in town: W. B. McDonald of Olympia and talking of his new boat; A1 Baker
from Bellingham, first time on the Row
in ages; A. G. Peechio, Eatonville; Charles
Laidlow, Dayton; A1 Fernandez, Pysht;
George Eder, Vashon; Ernie Shields, Kent;
Colonel Dow, Bremerton; A1 Finkelstein,

Riverside, Cal. — The De Anza, 1,000seat de luxe house being constructed by

Oregon division head for Fox-Evergreen,
Portland; Ollie Hartman, Grand Coulee;
Mr. and Mrs. Cochrane, Snoqualmie . . .

Roy Hunt in partnership with Fox West
Coast, will open June 6 with a premiere

Morrie Saffle, Wally Rucker and Bill
Parker making a swing through eastern

performance of “Young Mr. Lincoln” at a
top scale of $2.20. Les Solberg will manage the theatre.

Washington, Idaho and Montana . . . Eddie Hudson back to Portland . . . Eldon
Pollock’s

father

is very

ill.
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TDA SCHREIBER,
secretary to Robert
Poole of Independent Theatre Owners of
So. Cal. and Ariz. offices, has returned from
a short vacation . . . Filmrow will toss a
birthday party for George (Daddy) Hines,
operator of the Ambassador Theatre, at
the Cocoanut Grove, June 6. Hines will
be 82 years old . . . Buck Wade, Universal
film peddler, returned from a northern
selling trip . . . Ben Peskay and Sam
Decker, who recently acquired the Figueroa and Ninth St. Theatre from Dave
Rector, will rename it the Times . . . Mac
Sinift, headman at the Delmar Theatre,
entertaining a group of Filmrow’s intelligentsia with some baffling magic tricks.
Al Galston and Jay Sutton plan to open
their new Center Theatre, June 1 . . . The
Roxy Theatre, downtown, is reseating its
lower floor with 700 chairs from the Breck
Photoplay Supply Co. Gus Metzger and
Harry Sr ere are the operators . . . Metro
has launched its Saturday skeleton shift,
with half the force taking alternate
days off throughout the summer.

Satur-

As

the last step in its remodeling program, the Filbert Supply Co. is having its
windows revarnished and cleaned, and will
put in a new window display . . . Kenneth

Lone

a

snappy,

all-yellow

outfit

.

.

.

Jimmy

Rackin, of Exhibitors’ Service, demonstrating the proper technique of smoking a
cigar.

Hoffman,

Pine;

Ronald

Bookers: Ben Mohi, Century and Princess; Joe Venable, Manny -Venable circuit;
Bob Tengberg, Majestic, Santa Monica;
Emil Umann, Regina, Beverly Hills; Saul
Mayler, Vinicof circuit; Claude Spaeth, of
the new Congress, which just opened;
Harry Popkin, Popkin and Ringer circuit;
Judge LeRoy Pawley, Desert, Indio; Glenn
Cooper, Whittier; Glenn Harper, Corona,
Corona; M. R. Kurstin, Boulevard, accompanied by his son; Bill Knotts, Covina,
Covina; and Paul Surickard, Strand.
M-G-M's guest for the week is Tommy
Howell, manager of the Bison Theatre in
Dallas, Tex. Howell won the Metro theatre managers’ contest by staging a “Diaper
Derby’’ in connection with his theatre’s
booking of the Robert Benchley short subject, “How to Raise
trip to Hollywood was

a Baby,” and
his reward.

extended trip through the east . . . “Ballerina,” the French picture which has been
playing at the Cinema Arts Theatre, moves
over to the Uptown, Pasadena, according
to William G. Smith, local distributor.

TRADE

Expected by ITO
Los

Angeles — A new copy of the exhibitor-distributor trade practice agreement,
containing the changes recommended by
the ITO of Southern California and Arizona, as well as other independent exhibitors’ groups around the country, is being
momentarily expected at the local ITO office from the distributor committee in
New York. Upon its receipt, according to
Robert Poole, general secretary, a meeting of the board of directors will be called
to scrutinize the revised document and pass
on its findings to the general membership.
This will be the third examination of
the trade practice code. First draft was
rejected some months ago and the second
revised edition was passed with “minor exceptions” as outlined by the ITO directorate and approved by the membership before the code was returned to New York.
Poole has just returned from a short vacation in the northern territory, going as
far as Portland, Ore., and combining his
holiday with an inspection of the independent exhibition scene throughout the area.
He was accompanied by his wife.

Selected Now

Astor

Los

Angeles — Selected Pictures exchange will henceforth be known as the
Astor Pictures Corp., with Max Shapiro
remaining in charge. William Koehler is
vice-president.

DIRECTORY

So-

the conference table . . . Al O’Keefe, Universal’s western district manager, has returned from a trip through the northern
territory . . . Mr. and Mrs. Frank Valuskis
lunching together. He runs the Valuskis
Theatre in Buena Park.
R. D. Tully, field executive of the Ross
Federal Statistical Bureau, came in for a
short stay and dropped down to Filmrow
to see his friends . . . Carol Peacock,
Paramount branch manager, paid a visit
to Chet Black at the Pico Drive-In Theatre . . . What was the wedding-ring salesman doing in the Metro exchange?
Joe Sloat came in for bookings for his
Maynard Theatre . . . Johnny Menard,
Showshop, Glendale, did the same . . .
Ditto Al Weder, York and Royale; Gene
O’Keefe, Maywood, Maywood; Leo Hamacher, Victory, San Diego; J. E. Poynter,
San Clemente, San Clemente; Tommy
Huntington, booker for the Keogh circuit
of San Diego; Jack Mingus, Florence Mills
and Green Meadows; Art Brick, Palace,
Las Vegas; Mr. and Mrs. Ray Pierson,
:: June

the

Henry Sonnenshine, head of International Sports Films, has returned from an

-

GUIDE FOR THE EXHIBITOR

- A HANDY

C. T. Lynch, Metro exchange manager,
and Charles Skouras, head man at Fox
West Coast, had their heads together over

BOXOFFICE

Vincent,

Drive-In.

Lou Berkhoff of the Cinema Theatre,
came in for hooking . . . Ditto Jack Grew,
in from Glendale; Al Hansen; Charles
Terrizo, new owner of the Dreamland and
Mission Theatres; Harry
boba Theatre, San Jacinto.

Lone

Laguna Beach; Joe Venable, Manny-Venable circuit; H. J. Seiler, Newport; Leon
Levy, Wiltern; Billy Sobelman, Victory,
here; George Pantages, Orange; Glenn
Harper, Corona, Corona; Harry Goldfarb,
National, National City; Herman Sims,
Lustig-Sims circuit; Chet Black, Pico

Hodkinson, well-known film man, came in
to chat with Filmrow friends . . . Selma,
secretary at Western States Theatre Supply, looking like the breath of spring in

Pine,

New Trade Draft Is

-

LOS ANGELES
EQUIPMENT

AND

AIR CONDITIONING

SUPPLIES

Carabin
Breck
A

Photoplay

Complete

Supply

Company

Line of Theatre

Supplies

Equipment
1969 So. Vermont
B. F. SHEARER

and

RE. 3151

COMPANY

“Theatre Equipment Specialists”
Heywood-Wakefield
Wagner

Seats

Silhouette

Company

EXPLOITATION
Now

PICTURES

Booking

CHARLES DICKENS'
OLD CURIOSITY SHOP"
starring
’THE FORBIDDEN TERRITORY"
‘THE

Letters

Motiograph
1968 So. Vermont

Gregory
Ratoii
Binnie Bames
starring

Projectors
RO. 1145
“THE

THEATRE

Engineering

"Air Conditioning Engineers"
1914 So, Vermont
Los Angeles
— Over 30 Theatres in 1937 —

SECRET
Valerie

DECORATORS

OF

STAMBOUL"

Hobson

starring
Specialists in Theatre
NAT

SMYTHE

Decoration

“THE Edgar
CRIMSON
CIRCLE"
Wallace's
Noah

& SONS

Berry

Decorators
1914 So. Vermont

RE. 3578

Wm. G. Smith's lewel Productions
1912 So. Vermont
RO. 2205
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A WB Historical Series
Show in Long Beach
RATIONAL

Theatre Supply Co. has instal ed a new sound and projection

system in J. J. Parker’s Broadway Theatre . . . Ted R. Gamble made quite a play
of the fact by using a $50,000 display,
showing the advancement of motion picture equipment in his lobby during the
past week . . . Walt Finney is wondering
when he should change his program at the
Mayfair . . . Mose Mesher fleeing from his
office over the weekend.
Paul

Forsythe

complaining

about

busi-

ness. Aren’t we all? Stanley Lang looking tor a new exotic dancer to exploit . . .
Archie Holt being pleased with his new
venture . . . Ted Gamble has moved his
golfing clothes to his office for these
afternoon “quick changes ” . . . Tom Shearer
back at his desk after a lengthy trip on
the road.
Harry Akins booking by phone . . . Phil
Carlan placing advertising for his Taylor
Street house . . . Eddie Callahan in from
the fair city of Seaside . . . Harry Percy
up on the Row from White Salmon, Wash.
. . . Metro’s Portland branch manager, Lou
Amacher, talking about golf with UA’s
Jack Kloepper.
Hamrick-Evergreen’s Al
Finkelstein
moving his family to the seashore . .
Jimmy Beale claiming there’s no place like
Oregon . . . Ray Henderson on the Row
from Albany . . . Also Oscar Phelps from
Hillsboro . . . 20th-Fox’s Charlie Poivers
in a closed meeting with C. L. Robinett . . .
W. A. Long here from Oregon City.

Bratcher and Jones Get
Rights
to " Marijuana "
Los Angeles — Internation
al

distribution

rights to “Marijuana, Assassin of Youth,”
an exploitation feature produced by Leo
J. McCarthy, have been acquired by Burton Jones and Ford Bratcher. Jones and
Bratcher have been in Chicago and New
York arranging bookings. An option on
distribution rights in this territory was
held by William G. Smith of Empire Pictures, which he relinquished.

Long Beach, Cal. — First of a series of
showings of Warner historical featurettes
was held May 27 at the United Artists
Theatre for children of U. S. navy officers.
Crane Wilbur, Gloria Holden, John Litel
and

Rosella

Towne

made

personal

Lustig Is Starting June 10
On Theatre in Merced
Los

Angeles — B. H. Lustig, head of Intercoast Amusements, Ltd., has announced

plans to build a 950-seat house in Merced
as the second unit in a new state-wide
circuit. Construction starts June 10, the
theatre to be known as the Gateway, with
total cost running around $115,000. Lustig
is also constructing the Tower in Santa
Rosa.

Two Burlesquers

Adds

Three

Hollywood — Edmund Grainger has added three films to his Universal schedule.
Currently filming “Forgotten Women,” he
is preparing “Tire Boston Bullertons,” “McGlosky’s Lucky Day” and "Has Anybody
Here Seen Kelly?”

Closed for Renovations
Santa Monica, Cal. — The Majestic Theatre has closed temporarily for installation
of new seats, a new marquee and redecoration of the foyer. Mrs. Christine
Armour is the operator.

New

One

for Greime

Seattle — Omak, Wash., will get a brand
new theatre, according to Charley Greime
who owns the Gem there. Greime owns
various other houses in the state.

38-D

Close

San

Francisco — Again the flesh exponents at the World’s Fair have claimed
victim’s. Two more local flesh houses have
closed their doors due to the fact that the
Fair’s flesheries are taking what business
is to be had. Both the Capitol Theatre
here and the Moulin Rouge in Oakland
have existed due to their strict burlesque
shows.

Deluxer

for Sawtelle

Sawtelle, Cal. — George Bourke has announced plans to construct a 900-seat
de luxe theatre, to be known as the Bee.
No

starting date has been set. Bourke already operates the Nuart and Tivoli here.

Opens

Cinema

Arts

Los Angeles — Lou Berkoff opened his
new Cinema Arts Theatre in Hollywood
with “Ballerina,” a French production, as
his first attraction. The de luxe theatre
will play foreign

“art”

films.

Plans Wapato
Grainger

appear-

ances. “Sons of Liberty,” “Declaration of
Independence” and “Lincoln in the White
House” were screened.

Bell, Cal. — A new 600-seat house is being constructed here by Kappy Kaplan,
formerly a manager for Fox West Coast.
He plans to open in August.
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Earl

Bell, Warner

exchange

manager,

reports closing for the new year’s product
for all towns in both the Gibralter and
Black Hills Amusement circuits. Bell says
business for this exchange is up 25 to 30
per cent over last year.
Changes at the Universal exchange include the boosting of Tom McMahon from
booker to office manager; the promotion
of Don

McCormack from the accessory department to booker, and the adding of Carl
Mock as salesman. Mock came here from
Los Angeles, where he was spending a
vacation, his last assignment having been
with United Artists at Dallas, Tex. Joe

Aldrich, lately with
the accessory job.

Gaumont- British, gets

In cooperation with the town's business
men, Fred Flannagan has taken over the
it.
Strand at Stratton, Colo., and will reopen

Lon

Fidler reports Monogram

business

as

stepping up, with his big sale so far this
season being to the Atlas circuit.
The annual theatre-exchange fishing
party, which always marks the opening of
the angling season in Colorado, was held
at the mountain home of Al Gould, attorney for the Fox theatres. Al had the
usual number of large fish planted in the
Platte River, and all report catching the
limit.
Seen on the Row haggling with bookers
and buying supplies were Floyd Beutler
and Jack Brandenburg , Taus, N. M.; Mr.
and Mrs. Lee Mote, Riverton, Wyo.; R. L.
Katzenbach, Brush, Colo.; L. L. Matchie,
Haxton, Colo.; Frank Northrup, Holy,
Colo.; B. H. Snyder, Gunnison, Colo.; F.
A. Saunderhof, Cortez, Colo.; E. V. Weaver
and John Jay, Rocky Ford, Colo.; E. K.
Menagh, Ft. Lupton, and Gordon H. Terry,
Minatare, Neb.

El Rey at Sacramento Is
Purchased by Naify
Sacramento, Cal. — The El Rey Theatre
here, now being operated by the Lee
Brothers, has been bought by Mike Naify
the Heilbran Estate for a sum estimated at $60,000. The Heilbrans have had
the property for over 60 years and were
contacted and sold the idea by J. R. Jaul
and J. Leslie Jacobs,
tors.

Retitles One

Deuces.”

Hollywood
The Greta
Garbo
To — Adapt
"Curie"

local theatrical

real-

Chas. Shaffer Rites

Hollywood — The title of Boris Morros’
“The Aviators” has been changed to “The

for Metro, “Madame
ed by Harris.

from

from

Building in Bell

Flying

(Continued

Here discussmg the new Republic product
was G. C. Parson, division manager. Gene
Gerbase, manager, and Frank Sheffield,
salesman, are out in the territory on a
three-week trip.

House

Seattle — Paul Volkman, who operates
the Liberty Theatre in Wapato, Wash., announces he will build a new house in that
town. Plans are drawn and work will
start right away.

Morros

ID) IE N V IE R

starrer

Curie,” will be adapt-

Oceanside, Cal. — Funeral services were
held here for Charles Shaffer, partner with
Fred Siegel in the Palomar Theatre, who
died of a lingering illness at the age of
56.

Burial followed at Inglewood mausoleum, near Los Angeles. Shaffer is survived by a son, John, and a sister, Mrs.
J. T. Lane of Inglewood.
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STIFF OPPOSITION IN SENATE IS PREDICTED
FOR ANTI-BLOCK BOOKING BILL IN ILLINOIS
Text of the Lund

Exhibitors' Association
To Battle Measure,
Asserts Leonard
Chicago — Stiff opposition in the senate,
after its passage by the house, is predicted for the state anti-block booking bill by
Morris Leonard, president of the Exhibitors’ Ass’n of Chicago. It is Senate Bill
340.
“Should such a bill become law in Illinois it would seriously hamper the exhibitors,” Leonard contends. “Especially would
it be detrimental to the downstate showmen who would have to go to Chicago or
St. Louis exchanges to see every film before they bought or booked it.”
Pointing out that it is customary for a
bill with house approval to come up before a senate committee for hearings
shortly after house action, Leonard indicated it is here his organization will demand the privilege of testimony.
Introduced by Rep. Arnold Lund, an exhibitor at Riverside, the measure would
prevent compulsory block booking and
permit cancellation if a picture over 2,000
feet in length failed to correspond to the
synopsis required from the distributor before production. It would make illegal the
forcing of short subjects and newsreels
with feature product and prohibit an increase in rental demands if an exhibitor
declines to buy such short subjects.
The measure is sponsored in the senate
by Senator Fribley.
The record of additional film trade legislation in the state assembly reads as
follows :
House Bill 575. Lund and Schnackenberg (by request) .
Makes it unlawful for any exhibitor of
motion picture films within this state to
exhibit to the public, or cause to be so exhibited, two or more feature films in any
one motion picture theatre between the
hours of 10 a. m. and 10 p. m. on the same
day. Penalty.
March 28. Introduced. Committee on
Judiciary.
April 19. Recommended do pass as
amended.
April 20. First reading.
April 26. Second reading. Amended.
May 17. Third reading. Further consideration postponed.
House Bill 643. Sanquist. Makes it unlawful for any exhibitor to present or
cause to be presented a performance consisting of the exhibition on screens of one
or more single motion picture films for a
longer period than two consecutive hours,
provided, however, that a performance
may be shown for upwards of two hours, if,
at the beginning of each hour in excess of
the two hour performance there is a period of intermission of 15 minutes. Penalty.
April 11. Introduced. Committee on
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June

3, 1939

c

Bill

Springfield — Passed in the house by a vote o/ 85 to 8 and sponsored by Rep.
Arnold Lund of Riverside, following is the text of House Bill 166 which shortly is
due for senate hearings:
Section 1 — For the purposes of this Act:
“Motion-picture film” or “films” means
all motion picture films (whether copyrighted or uncopyrighted) , including positive and negative prints, and copies or reproductions of such prints, which films
contain photoplays or other such subjects
and are produced for public exhibition.
“Short subjects” mean motion-picture
films, the length of which is two thousand (2,000) feet or less.
“Distributor” includes any person who
engages or contracts to engage in the distribution of motion-picture films.
“Feature films” means motion-picture
films, the length of which are three thousand (3,000) feet.
“Exhibitor” includes any person who engages or contracts to engage in the exhiJudiciary.
April 17. Referred to Committee on
municipalities.
April 20. Recommended do pass.
April 24. First reading.
April 26. Second reading.
May 17. Third reading. Further consideration postponed.
Senate Bill 398. Mendel. Requires the
registration of all motion pictures or views
to be used in the state of Illinois. The
department of registration and education
is to examine and approve or disapprove
such films or views. Application accompanied by a fee of $3.00 for each twelve
hundred feet of film or fractional portion
thereof and if approved, a certificate of
registration is issued which must be displayed. Creates a board of censors of three
persons, appointed by the director of the
department. The department may reject
all films or views which are immoral, etc.
Department shall enforce the act and
make all rules and regulations therefor.
Violation a misdemeanor. Penalties.
April 25. Introduced. Committee on
license and miscellany.
May 4. Recommended do pass. First
reading.
May 10. Second reading.
May 11. Recalled to second reading.
Senate Bill 397. Mendel. Makes it unlawful for any owner, manager, agent or
employe of a motion picture theatre to
permit any child under the age of 14
years to enter such theatre after 9 p. m„
or to permit any child who has entered
prior to 9 p. m. to remain in such theatre
after 10 p. m. Penalty.
April 25. Introduced. Committee on
license and miscellany.
May 4. Recommended do pass. First

bition of motion-picture

films.

“Foreign feature films” means those
motion-picture films produced solely outsions. side of the United States or its possesThe term “to lease” includes the making
of a license agreement, contract, or any
type of agreement whereby a film, the
distribution of which is controlled by one
of the parties, is to be supplied to and
exhibited in a theatre owned, controlled
or operated by the other party.
Section 2 — It shall be unlawful for any
distributor of motion-picture films within
this State to lease or offer to lease for
public exhibition films in a block or group
of two or more films at a designated lump( Continued on next page)
reading.
May 10. Second reading.
May 11. Recalled to second reading.
Senate Bill 399. Mendel. Prohibits the
operation of motion picture theatres which
are owned, controlled, managed or operated, in whole or in part, by producers or
distributors of motion picture films and
where the producers or distributors have
and interest, direct or indirect, legal or
equitable, through stock ownership or
otherwise. Requires operators of motion
picture theatres to file affidavits with secretary of state, annually, that such theatres are not so owned. Gives courts power
to restrain violations of the act. Penalty.
April 25. Introduced. Committee on
license and miscellany.
May 4. Recommended do pass. First
reading.
May 10. Second reading.
May 11. Recalled to second reading.
House Bill 445. Gibbs. Adds section
224c to division I of the criminal code.
Prohibits all persons, firms or corporations owning, leasing operating or managing any theatre, motion picture house
or other premises open to the public from
exhibiting therein any motion picture in
which there appears in the filmed cast of
characters therefor, or in any advertisement relating thereto, the name of any
person appearing in such motion picture
who has been divorced two or more times.
Penalties.
March 14. Introduced. Committee on
judicial practice and uniform laws.
April 26. Recommended do pass.
House non-concurs in committee report.
Bill placed on calendar.
May 2. First reading.
May 18. Second reading.

Three

Weeks

Chicago
Chicago — Defense

for Defense

to Examine
attorneys

in the gov-

ernment’s criminal contempt case in federal court have the next three weeks to
examine the scores of documents and records which have already been introduced
by department of justice attorneys.
The records introduced before Special
Master Edgar Eldredge are only a few
compared to the several thousands in the
24 cases which are expected to be introduced before the hearing is completed.
That is, provided the defense attorneys
are unsuccessful in having this work speeded up.
The case will be resumed before Master
Eldredge on June 22 when more documents
will be read into the records.
Hearings thus far have caused considerable argument on the fine points of the
case between government and defense attorneys. One is on whether the government is to be granted the privilege of obtaining records from B&K and the exchanges on gross film rental paid and received annually since 1926, much farther
back that the consent decree, signed in
1932.

on

Data

Master Eldredge is to give his decision
this on June 22, when the hearing is

resumed, but shortly before the last session was completed he commented in court
unofficially that “now, as this impresses
me, I don’t see how the government can
seek records back to 1926.”
Numerous comments from the hearing
thus far are interesting. Interesting, too,
were some of the arguments of Robert
Golding, of the firm of Kirkland, Fleming, Green, Martin and Ellis, in which he
quoted passages from his comments when
the case first came before Federal Judge
Charles Woodward last November. Then,
he argued the case would become a lengthy
one, with thousands of documents to be
introduced and examined; whereas, he
quoted Robert Wright, the government
attorney, as saying back in November, that
the case could be disposed of in a week
or a month.
“We started out with a simple little lawsuit that might have been disposed of in a
week or so, it is true,” he said. “But, I
knew then that the government would try
to make it all-inclusive and add to its

Text of the Lund
• Continued
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sum price for the entire block or group
only and to require the exhibitor to lease
all such films or permit him to lease none;
or to lease or offer to lease for public exhibition films in a block or group of two
or more at a designated lump-sum price
for the entire lump or group and at separate and several prices for separate and
several films, or for a number or numbers thereof less than the total number,
which total or lump-sum price and separate and several prices shall bear to each
other such relation (a) as to operate as
an

unreasonable restraint upon the freedom of an exhibitor to select and lease
for use and exhibition only such films or
film of such block or group as he may
desire or prefer for exhibition or (b) as
tends to require an exhibitor to lease such
entire block or group or forego the lease
of any number or numbers thereof.
Section 3 — It shall be unlawful for any
distributor of motion-picture films within this State to lease or offer to lease for
public

exhibition feature films and to require the exhibitor to lease short subjects,

newsreels or foreign-produced films or permit him to lease none of the feature films.
Section 4 — It shall be unlawful for any
distributor of motion-picture films within
this State to enhance the price of motionpicture films offered for lease to any exhibitor because of the refusal of the exhibitor to accept to lease any short subjects, news reels or foreign produced films.
Section 5 — It shall be unlawful for any
distributor of motion-picture films within
this State to lease or offer to lease for
public exhibition any motion picture film
over two thousand (2,000) feet in length
unless such distributor shall furnish the
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exhibitor at or before the time of making
such lease or offer to lease a complete and
true synopsis of the contents of such film.
Such synopsis shall be made a part of the
lease and shall include (a) an outline of
the story, incidents and scenes depicted or
to be depicted and (b) the name or names
of the person or persons that are to play
the leading parts thereof.
If a motion-picture film which has been
leased is substantially different from the
synopsis hereinabove required, whether in
respect of the outline or the names of the
leading players, the exhibitor may cancel
the lease as to such film without liability
for breach of contract and may recover
damages suffered by him because of such
difference, or he may retain the lease and
recover damages for a breach of warranty.
Section

any

6 — Every person whether an individual or agent or officer of a corporation who violates or conspires to violate
section of this Act shall be deemed

guilty of a misdemeanor and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine
not exceeding two thousand dollars
($2,000.00) or by imprisonment in the
county jail for a term not exceeding one
year

or by both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the court.

Section 7 — If any provision of this Act
shall be declared unconstitutional or the
applicability

thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the validity of

the remainder of the Act and the applicability of such provision to other persons and circumstances shall not be affected thereby.
Section 8 — This Act shall become effective twelve (12) months after its enactment.

length and time of hearing. So far, that
is right, and with the government seeking
data back to 1926, it will make it even
He added: “I found very little of the
lawsuit in the information filed by the
government, not very much more in the
worse.”
bill
of particulars furnished, but most of
it in

the

Frederick

government
Burnham

attorneys’
of

argu-

Mayer,

Mayer,

Austrian & Platt, another defense attorney, said the government is trying to
ments.”
“broaden this case too much.”
“The government draws the inference of
coercion because we were merely in the
position to coerce,” he declared, “but it
does not show actually any time the way,
how, where, when and who was coerced,
and that will be demanded by us. So, the
more broadening the case becomes the more
we will demand of the government . . .
The

government cannot conclude that because bigness puts you in a position to
dominate,
that you actually have done
so
. .
Wright, the government attorney, has
returned to Washington and will be back
for the hearing June 22, while Seymour
Simon, the other Washington attorney on
the case, remained here.
Meanwhile, it is understood FBI agents
are scrutinizing data and records which
the government
nished by B&K.

subpoenaed

and

were

Ten More From Chicago
Attend Allied Confab

fur-

to

Chicago — The group of Chicago Allied
members and exhibitors who are going
to the national Allied confab in Minneapolis continues to grow weekly.
Currently those who have announced
plans to go, besides those announced last
week in Boxoffice, include Carl Goodman, Van Nomikos, Charlie Nelson, Ludwig Sussman, Joe Weiss, Lou Abramson,
William Pearl, George Gollos, Joe Burke
and Irving Mack.

Chicago Exhibitors Said
Seeking Union Cuts
Chicago — Reports persist that the exhibitors will seek another cut in salary of
the projectionists again this summer.
John Smith of the operators said that
should the exhibitors want such a cut, the
matter will have to be taken up by the
general

membership

of the union.

To Build in Summer
Pana, III. — Harry Tanner is planning to
erect a new theatre here this summer. It
will cover three lots on the main street
here, giving sufficient floor space for stores
on either side of the theatre lobby.

Tampico

to Burke

Tampico, III. — Tire Tampico
been taken over by Lawrence
Joe Dauntler of Dixon.

Theatre has
Burke from

Circus Yarn for Marxes
Hollywood — “A Day at the Circus,”
starring the Marx Bros., will be scripted
for Metro by John Kraft.
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B&K

State Lake's Cashier
" Miss America "

Chicago — Ruth Kruse was cashier at
the B&K State-Lake Theatre until the
other day.
Then, “The Music Hall Parade" was
booked into the house, and Ruth was
used in the role of Miss America, the
"perfectly formed

girl," in the revue.

C 1HI I (C A Cl <0>
^■HE Warner Avalon has been reseated.
The job called for 2,300 new seats . . . It’s
now “Hank” Porter, newspaper columnist.
The Photoplay Advertising partner is now
writing a “Hollywood
Cicero Review.

Colyumn”

in

the

Leo Spitz is back from the Mayo Clinic
in Rochester, where he underwent a minor
operation and checkup.
Among those who attended the “Gateway to Hollywood” program luncheon were
Mrs. Richard M. McClure of the Better
Films Council, Jack Osserman, Walter
Branson, Morgan Ames, Tom
Gorman,
Mort Singer and Ralph Rolan.
Walter Immerman’s new home in Oak
Park was destroyed by fire, just a few
days before he was to move in .. . Phil
Spitalny’s all-girl band goes into the Chicago from the Drake Hotel June 23.
The Federal Theatre’s productions will
be presented at the University of Chicago
this summer for weekend performances.
Harold Essex, press agent for the Trianon Ballroom, conducted a Castle-Walk
Dance Coiitest which tied in with the RKO
film, “The Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle,” while it played the Warner Capitol and Avalon theatres. Silver loving cups
and passes to see the film were presented
to the winners.
Have you heard about the patron who
walked up to the cashier of the Woods
Theatre and wanted to know when they
play the “Huckleberry Finn” picture. He asked it thusly: “When is the
Mickey Finn picture playing here?”

Closes Ace

Blaming

United Artists
of Product”

" Lack

Chicago — The United Artists Theatre,
ace extended first-run loop house of B&K,
was to close Friday night, for the first
time in years.
B&K did not hesitate to lay the blame
directly on lack of product for the summer

cuit, which contemplates no closings for
the summer. The circuit reported this

season. Laying the shutter reason directly on the production end, B&K dumped

off, it is not expected to last long and consequently the circuit plans to keep all
houses open during the summer.

year’s

wasEssaness
anythingreports
to shout
that,about.”
while

the matter into Hollywood’s lap.
“We haven’t enough top product to run
in that house,” a B&K spokesman told
Boxoffice. “So the only thing we can do
is close the house down until product

all the others in the loop.”
It is probable that the United Artists
may open some time during July when
two of M-G-M’s pictures are expected to
be ready for the house. These are “Spring
Fever,” the next Hardy Family flicker;
and “The Women,” picturization of Clare
Booth’s stage play, which will have Norma
Shearer, Joan Crawford and numerous
other feminine stars to lure the customers
into the boxoffice.
The shuttering of the United Artists will
place several top pictures that probably
would have played there, in other loop
theatres. Such is the case with M-G-M’s
“Goodbye, Mr. Chips.” This will go into
the Apollo June 17 for an extended run,
as did M-G-M’s “Pygmalion.”
Business continues to be off somewhat
throughout the city, with closing reports
continuing from various circuits and independents. B&K denies any other loop

Chicago — The
close only
summer.

is

cir-

a

few

Great

States

“C”-run

circuit will

houses

for the

The main closing set thus far is the
Palace at Peoria, which will be closed
for about a five-week renovation period,
after which the Madison there will be
closed when the Palace is reopened.
Other closings are contemplated, but
have not been decided upon as yet, M. M.
Rubens said.

" Submarine D-l" Jerked
Alter Request by Navy
Chicago — Set for many theatres here the
day after the Squalus submarine disaster,
Warner’s “Submarine D-l” was pulled by
the exchange before any showings, on New
York orders. The navy department had
requested Warner not to accept dates on
the year-old picture, because of its similarity to the Squalus disaster. The diving
bell, which saved 33 of the Squalus'
was used throughout the film.

closings, though several “in the know”
contend that the circuit may shutter another of the smaller loop runs before the
end of June.
usual bright note is the Warner

business

Great
States Shuttering Few
“C" Runs
for Summer

comes along. We can’t say how long the
United Artists will remain closed: possibly a few weeks, maybe all summer. It
depends entirely on when we get enough
product to care for that house along with

The

Decoration Day weekend somewhat above that of 1938, “though neither

crew,

Heads Metro Lensmen
Hollywood — A new

contract

Metro’s camera department
ed by John Arnold.

as head

has been

of

sign-

would

Cleve Adams, formerly in Milwaukee, is
the new branch manager here for Grand

TRADE

National. He succeeds Wm. (Benny) Benjamin, who has gone to Kansas City, as
district manager for Republic Pictures.
The local M-G-M
office is getting in
shape for the summer championship drive
being conducted by the company in June,
July and August.

■ ■

women’s clubs, the board of education,
church leaders and others. The picture
opened Friday at the Palace.
Here

and away: Bob Gillham, Paramount advertising director, was here conferring with B&K
executives between

trains, en route to the Paramount convention scene in Los Angeles . . . Ditto on
Bill Pine, Cecil B. DeMille’s right-hand
man, and former B&K publicist . . . Sid
(Continued
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A Radio Film Series

La Crosse Attorneys

(Continued

Claim Step in Suit

By ATOI Members

Milwaukee — Robert A. Hess and Eugene
Saunders, local attorneys and counsel for
the La Crosse Theatres Co., La Crosse,
Wis., declared the theatres’ firm won a
point in its favor in its $1,050,000 suit
against leading film distributing companies
as the result of an order by Federal Judge
Gunnar Nordby at Minneapolis obliging
the defendants to answer questions put to
them in adverse examinations.
Defendants in the suit, besides a number of individuals, are the Paramount Distributing Pictures, Inc., 20th Century-Fox
Corp., United Artists Corp., the Welworth
Theatres of Wisconsin and the Minnesota
Amusement Co.
The action was started a year ago in
federal court for the western district of
Wisconsin. Last February and April, a
number of defendants were examined adversely before a United States commissioner
at Minneapolis. The defendants, on instruction of counsel, refused to answer certain questions.
John J. Friedl, president of the Minnesota Amusement Co., was ordered by Judge
Nordby to answer 43 questions. Others ordered to answer were: L. J. Ludwig, secretary-treasurer ofthe same company; Morton A. Levy, district manager, 20th Century-Fox, and Edmond R. Rubin, president
of Welworth.
The

court has also ordered the defendants to pay costs and attorney fees involved in the proceedings before the commissioner.
The

complaint

in the action

alleges the

defendants conspired to “freeze” the plaintiffs out of business after negotiations to
sell the La Crosse Theatres to a national
chain

had fallen through. Welworth operates the Hollwood and the Fifth Avenue
in La Crosse, while La Crosse Theatres Co.

operates the Bijou, Wisconsin, Strand, Rivoli and Riviera theatres in that city.
The
unable
in La

latter company

contends

it has been

to secure product since the Welworth company has erected its two houses
Crosse.

To Chodorov
Hollywood — William

C. White

Indianapolis — About 25 local exhibitors,
of the ATOI, met May 28 at association
offices to plan a 13-week radio broadcast
over WIBC here featuring Hollywood film
gossip and current attraction at theatres
operated by exhibitors sponsoring the
program.
It is hoped the radio series, starting the
first week in June, will boost lagging summer grosses. The program will be known
as “Hollywood News Hawk” and will be the
first of its kind attempted in the state.

has joinof

Chicago Bookers' Club
Is Active Once More
Chicago — The Bookers’ Club has become
active again. All members attended the reorganization meeting in the club headquarters at the Crillon Hotel, when members of the Chicago trade press were
named honorary members.
Numerous plans are in the offing. First
will be the meeting next Tuesday night,
June 6, when Stanley Ward of the Cinema
Club will speak and show 16mm films.
Later in the month, on June 24, an
all-day outing will be held at the estate
of E. E. Alger, Alger Acres, Princeton, 111.

Filmrow Girls' Club
Windy City to Elect

now

in

Warner

preceding
branch

manager

in

eastern brigde of the “Young Mr. Lincoln”
contingent passed through Wednesday en
route back to Gotham after the premiere
in Springfield. The Hollywood crew of
Alice

Brady, Binnie Barnes, Cesar Romero, Arleen Whelan and Eddie Collins,
through on the California Limited

came

Irving

en route to the affair.
Pick

is remodeling

his premium

office in the Exhibitors’ Bldg. . . . Al Simon plans to enlarge his restaurant in
the early fall, and add a new dining room,
besides enlarging the kitchen.
Notes from the B&K employes’ fifth annual May dance held at the Skyline Club
the other evening: Several B&K executives dropped in during the evening, including Dave Wallerstein, Nate and Abe
Platt, Elmer Upton, Dave Balaban and
others . . . There were scores of acts to
furnish the entertainment, through the
aid of Max Turner. Included were those
outstanding dancers, Moore and Revel;
and one of the best of the current crop of
impersonators, Dean Murphy . . . Roy
McMullen, manager of the Granada, was
entertainment chairman . . . Jimmy Savage was the amateur star of the evening,

meeting, next Thursday night, June 8.
Following that meeting, gatherings will be

doing every type of dance — tango, fox-trot,
jitterbug rug-cutting, and what have you.

held

every fourth Tuesday evening during the summer months.
Numerous girls from the B&K offices
joined the group at its recent meeting.

Citizenship Day

Tieup

Just about every m.c. and press
in town drops in to see those Monday

agent
night

performances of “Dr. I. Q.” at the Chicago Theatre. Monday night will be the
last of the series of four of the NBC
stage.
broadcasts from the Chicago Theatre

For " Birth of Nation "

Manitowoc, Wis. — In congratulating the
city on its observance of Citizenship Day,
the Strand Theatre recommended that the

The picture opened with a matinee with
a special 10-cent admission from school
”
children
Nation.’ through the eighth grade.

Chicago — A battle royal is expected to develop
nois for members between MPTOA
and Allied, as a
United Theatre Owners of Illinois.

War

Brews

in the southern part of Illiresult of the organization of

While it was clearly stated by all those at the first organization meetings
of the UTOI that it has no connection with either Allied or MPTOA, it was noted
at the initial meeting was Ed Kuykendall, president of the
of those present being members of his organization.

Likewise, the organization stands ready to combat any governmental regulation or legislation, and it is known that Allied has many legislative planks in
its platform.
Added to this is the fact that many weeks ago Jack Kirsch, president of Illinois, told BOXOFFICE
his organization would soon seek to add many down-state
independent exhibitors to its group.

’Tis funny, but just a few days before
the United Artists Theatre closed, the
ushering staff got a complete set of new
uniforms.
Jack Kirsch, president of Allied of Illi7iois, was a New York business visitor.
Plans now call temporarily for the opening of the new 20th Century-Fox exchange
building only July 17.
The

LeBright Theatre Corp. has installed U. S. Air Conditioning in the Rio
Theatre, at Chicago Heights. The deal
was

handled

by the Stanley

ply Co.
The Universal

reissue

Theatre

Sup-

combination

of

“My Man Godfrey” and “Old Dark House,”
goes into the Oriental sometime in the
early part of this month.

Scripts— “Brigham
Young"
Hollywood
Louis Bromfield
has
assigned to script “Story
Young” for 20th-Fox.

46
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Chicago — Officers of the Filmrow Girls’
Club will be elected at the forthcoming

Illinois Membership

that one of the speakers
latter group, with many

Rose,

from

Omaha, visited friends here over Decoration Day . . . Sol Bragin, Warner theatre
zone booker in Cleveland, was also a local
visitor . . . Mae West swished her way
through the Windy City Monday, as she
stopped between trains before boarding
the Santa Fe Chief for Hollywood . . . The

Tuesday,

public see “Abraham Lincoln’s Statement
Come True in D. W. Griffith’s ‘Birth of a

Unit

ed Metro’s writing staff as a member
the Edward Chodorov production unit.

the
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Construction Hums
Around St. Louis
St. Louis — Summer construction is now
in full swing in this sector.
Tommy James, owner of the Strand and
Douglas theatres, has awarded the general
contract for a new 1,000-seat de luxe
Negro house he plans to erect at Sarah
St. and Finney Ave. With equipment, the
job will cost upwards of $100,000.
Remodeling of the Mikado here is in
progress. This theatre, owned by the
Scherrer Estate, is operated by the St.
Louis Amusement Co. The building work
and new equipment will cost about $50,000,
it is estimated.
The St. Louis Amusement Co. recently
let the contract for alterations to the lobby
ceiling at the Granada here, to the M. L.
Rosenblum Co.
At Mount Carmel, 111., work is progressing on the rebuilding of the American
Theatre, owned and operated by Theodore
Coleman.
Harry Tanner of Pana, HI., opened new
bids May 29 on the new 900-seat theatre
he will erect there. It will be one-story,
69x160 feet. Architect is O. W. Stiegemeyer of St. Louis.
The Ansell Brothers, who on June 1
terminated

their joint booking and management arrangement with Fanchon &

Marco,

contemplate the erection or acquisition of three new houses before the end
of the year.
At Paris, Ky., Harry Schwartz of the
Opera House Theatre is planning a new
450-seater to cost about $40,000. The
tect is William B. Bush.

archi-

Charles Weeks of Dexter, Mo., expects
to award contracts soon for a new 600seat theatre there.
At East Peoria, 111., a new 550-seater
is to be erected on Pekin Hill by Morton
Theatres. It will cost about $40,000.
Malco-Memphis Theatres of Memphis,
Tenn., will build a new one to seat from
800 to 900 persons in Owensboro, Ky.
At Barry, 111., construction is moving
ahead on a new 500-seater for Russell
Armentrout, who also operates the Star
there.
Remodeling of the 600-seat Grand in
Mascoutah, III., is planned by Paul Brands.
Joe Hewitt of Robinson, 111., will rebuild
his 500-seat Strand, destroyed by fire
several weeks ago. He now operates the
Lincoln in that city.

Patriotism of Fountain
Square Theatre Lauded
Indianapolis — The

American

Legion

and

local

wings

the United

of

the

Spanish

War

Veterans have sent messages of commendation to Earl Cunningham of the
Fountain Square Theatre here for instilling in its audiences a reverence for the
American Flag and the national anthem.
The theatre regularly flashes on its screen

“The Star-Spangled Banner.”
Dr. Harry Nagle, chairman of the
Americanism commission of the organizations, said he hoped other local theatres
would follow the lead of the Fountain
Square.
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While

on the Coast —

Harvey Kny, right, of the Rialto Theatre, Racine, Wis., and
with John Payne, ( center ) while visiting on the Warner lot.

Sale of the Gregory
29 Houses
By
Chicago — The

GENE

RICH
sale

of

the

Gregory circuit, comprising 29 theatres in
Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin, is reliably
reported nearing completion as Boxoffice
goes to press. The impending deal was reported first by this publication some time
ago.
Numerous details remain to be ironed
out, including

the party or parties who

be in on the transaction, reportedly
ing from $1,250,000 to $1,500,000.

will

pose

Circuit of

Reported

oft-rumored

friends

Close

transfer complete ownership to the new
corporation or whether they would retain
a minority interest. They will, however,
remain as operating heads for the new
interests upon completion of the deal.
Although none of the parties interested
in the transaction would comment on the
deal because of the incompleted details still
left to be worked out, Boxoffice learns
Ruben Levine, Chicago theatre broker, is

involv-

handling negotiations for both the Gregorys and the prospective purchasers.

Several Chicago financiers, including Arthur Green and Herbert L. Stern, are understood to be among the prospective buyers.

Among the towns in which the circuit operates are: Arlington Heights, Marseilles,
and Ottawa in Illinois; Anderson, Delphi,
Frankfort, Kokomo, Marion, and Peru, in
Indiana; and Fond du Lac and Oshkosh,
in Wisconsin.

It could
Gregory

not

be

Brothers,

learned

whether

S. J. and

Jim,

the

would

Favor Taxes to Secure
WPA

Essaness and Quaker Oats
Tie Up for Radio Show

Appropriation

St. Louis — The legislation committee of
the board of aldermen gave assurance May
23 to the board of estimate and apportionment, composed of Mayor Bernard F. Dickmann, City Comptroller Louis Nolte and
William Mason, president of the board of
aldermen, that it will report favorably bills
for new taxes sufficient to enable the city
to continue appropriations for the city’s
share of the cost of WPA projects. Acting
on this information, the board of estimate
approved a $100,000 appropriation for WPA
materials. Bills to be reported out include
the one imposing a five per cent tax on
professional baseball, football, soccer, hockey, tennis, basketball and tennis games and
automobile races and one that will tax
cigarettes at the rate of two cents per
package. These two measures are expected
to raise upwards of $1,250,000 annually.

Chicago — A

tieup

with

Co. for its Little Kernel
WGN.
Chicago, has
Essaness theatres.
Every

Saturday

—

Twentieth-Fox’s

been

over

effected

with

from

11

youngsters participate in the broadcasts,
and are given a box of Little Kernels and
a candy bar.
The tieup was made by Norman Kassel
and Robert Montgomery for Essaness,
through the Quaker Oats agency, Ruthrauff and Ryan.

With

Postcard PROGRAMS

A lot of j>rog:ramSizefor a little money.
Fast Service . . . Samples on Request.

"Falling Stars"

wood Cavalcade” has
“Falling Stars.”

been

Oats

show

the broadcast,

Advertise

Hollywood

Quaker

to 12 o’clock in the morning, is heard from
the stage of a different Essaness theatre.
Thus far broadcasts have come from the
North Center, Sheridan and Lamar. The

PICTORIAL
Now

the

Radio

“Holly-

changed

KNOX

PRINTING

CO.

to

3, 1939
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Afler a Court Order
pARLY

spectators at the Pox Theatre received a half hour of unscheduled entertainment when an electric wire short circuited during the opening of Blackstone,

the Magician’s show. The footlights went
out one after another. Harry Blackstone
was equal to the emergency when smoke,
accompanied by the odor of burning insulation, issued from the footlights. So
cleverly did he handle himself most of
those in the large theatre thought it was
all part of his routine. He quickly took
his place on a runway over the orchestra
pit and held the attention of the crowd
with some card tricks while electricians
remedied the trouble.
The local chapter of the International
Brotherhood of Magicians was presented
last Monday night , on the stage of the
Fox

during Blackstone’s show. The chapter is composed of St. Louis professional
and business men who have taken up the
science of magic as a hobby. A dinner
honoring Blackstone was held at the

American Hotel following
formance.
Rufe

Davis, Bob

the evening

Crosby

and

per-

ork enter-

tained the St. Louis Variety Club’s
cluding indoor party for the season.

con-

Theatre

Ass’n.

Robert Bernstein of Loew’s New York
office was a recent visitor, spending two
days with Harold
ager of Loew’s.

W.

“Chick”

Evans,

Missouri

Theatre

this week

made

history by offering “Union Pacific” and
"Rose of Washington Square” on the same
bill. “Union Pacific,” seen first run here
at the Fox, is now in its third week in
St. Louis, while “Rose of Washington
Square” had its first run at the Ambassador last week.

Jefferson

order which he issued at St. Louis permitting James A. McKeown, temporary receiver for Local Union No. 143 of the motion picture machine operators, to select
projectionists to work in theatres operated
by the amusement company.
Recently

Les Kauffman, exploiteer extraordinary
for the Fanchon & Marco houses, grabbed
for Harry

stone, the Magician, who opens a
engagement at the Fox Theatre.
The

Blackweek’s

St. Louis Amusement Co. has contracted for alterations and improvements

to the lobby ceiling at the Granada
atre.

The-

an interest in badparticular circle. It

seems
taste

that Johnny simply ruined his pals’
for golf by the consistency with

which

he has reeled off 75’s over the Municipal course in Forest Park. Perhaps

those other chaps think they can do better with feathers and corks. But they
should remember the first golf balls were
made of feathers.
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among

the

in one of the com-

Judge Oakley, after a study of the contract, ruled that Receiver McKeown was
to fill the vacancy.
for

the

company

opposing

Judge Oakley’s ruling stated that the
court’s interpretation of the labor contract
was incorrect and further that it is a matter beyond Judge Oakley’s jurisdiction and
that enforcement of his order will be detrimental to the theatres affected.

Esquire Features Cited
In Bob Burns Lawsuit
Chicago — Suit

for

an

accounting

of

accounting of sale of the features, a partial money decree of $3,000 and an injunction restraining the syndicate from
using any of his articles.

"Women"

members

of Chi-

cago’s student press, representing local
high schools and colleges, were about to
hear John Barrymore expound his ideas
on women in an auditorium assembly here,
when the question, posed by a bold and
budding reporter, was brushed aside by a
professor who was present.
Barrymore,

however,

to his audience

was

permitted

that he "became

to
fed

up with Hollywood,” hence his return to
the stage in “My Dear Children,” which is
standing them up at the Selwyn Theatre
here.

He plugged RKO’s “The Great Man
Votes,” characterizing it as his best Hollywood effort.
The

theatre, he said, is not dead and will
to build more stars for Hollywood. But they, too, he added, “will become disillusioned and return again to the

continue

stage.”

picture is fur-

Otto Meister's Whitehouse here scooped
Third Street with its two-day showing of
the flicker “ Trapped in a Submarine,” as
an added attraction. Theatre’s lobby was
plastered with posters and life savers.
Fox’s Palace inaugurated the first of
three Thursday matinee cooking schools
staged in cooperation with Westinghouse
and the A&P Stores. House advertises
$1,000 in merchandise

gifts.

Leonard Grossman, well known local
theatre manager and recently associated
with theatres in Minneapolis, has been
named

manager of the Alhambra, downtown house, succeeding A. J. Cooper.

A. C. Berkholtz,

West

Bend

exhibitor, is

listed as one of the incorporators of National Merchants Service, promoter of
“Play
John
and

Square,” new theatre business stimulator. Other signers of the articles are
S. Barber, originator of the idea,

Ray A. Tesch, former business
ger of the I TP A of Wisconsin.

Ben

Judell

stopped

off in

mana-

town.

came up from Chicago, while en
from the east to the west coast.

He

route

Diana Gaylen, whose voice has been
heard in connection with numerous films,

George

R.

Giroux,

field representative

of Technicolor Motion Picture Co., Hollywood, was also a recent visitor.
New

RCA sound equipment has been installed in Fox's Garrick Theatre at Fond

du Lac.
Films

give

a

false

impression

of the

newspaper man and the newspaper woman, Miss Henrietta Mackin, free lance
journalist, told the Catholic Youth organization at its second annual conference
here.

Are Out

Chicago — Two hundred

recruits for the

including “Anthony Adverse” and Walt
Disney’s Silly Symphonies, was a Milwaukee visitor en route to Hollywood.

money he claims due him for feature writing has been filed by Bob Burns, Paramount star, against Esquire Features, Inc.
Burns contends the syndicate, a subsidiary
of Esquire magazine, was to pay him not
less than $750 a week. He asks for an

admit
Johnny Heflinger, manager of the Lafayette Theatre, a St. Louis Amusement Co.
unit, has promoted
minton in his own

occurred

employed

pany’s theatres, which are under the management of the Fanchon & Marco interests.
The company sought to fill the vacancy
with a projectionist of its own selection.
Receiver McKeown
contended that under the wording of the contract and working agreement between Local No. 143 and
the theatre owners the union is to fill vacancies.

and Robert Taylor in “Lucky Night.” The
second feature was “Streets of New York.”

fine publicity

a vacancy

projectionists

to obtain

army reserve. The
nished by the government.

City, Mo. — Attorneys for the

St. Louis Amusement Co. have filed in the
Missouri supreme court an application for
a writ to prohibit Circuit Judge Ernest F.
Oakley of St. Louis from enforcing the

Loew’s opened its new picture program
on May 25, a day earlier with Myrna Loy

off some

the U. S. army

man-

Ray Nolan, formerly of Chicago, is set
in his new post as manager of the local
RKO
office. He succeeds Bernie McCarthy.
The

poX’S
and Strand
showedPalace
a motion
picture theatres
designedhere
by
regular

Attorneys

Henry Hoffman has been appointed assistant to Manager Paul Beisman of the
Municipal

Curb in Si. Louis

The Palace at Antigo has installed new
sound and a new screen. The house is
celebrating its 30th anniversary.
James C. Lord, film technician with 20 th
Century-Fox, was married in Janesville to
Miss Roberta Jean Curler.

Income

Tax Consultant

Sues John Barrymore
Chicago — Julius Lefkowitz,

New

York

tax consultant, has filed suit here against
John Barrymore for $900. He asserts the
money is due him for income tax assistance given to Barrymore and his estranged
wife, Elaine Barrie.

Now "Night Work"
Hollywood — The title of Paramount’s

“Home

Work”

has been

BOXOFFICE
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One for the Scribes
Chicago — Mayor Edward J. Kelly offers a proclamation in recognition of
“Scribe Week.”
The proclamation:
“Whereas, most of the progress of civilization can be credited to the written and
printed

word, which is the greatest
dium for disseminating knowledge
education ;

meand

“And whereas it is fitting that all those
engaged either directly or indirectly in
the writing profession and in the printing industry in general have proved themselves worthy of special recognition;
“Now, therefore, I hereby designate the
period May 29-June 3, inclusive, 1939, as
Scribe Week in Chicago as a tribute to
those engaged in the literary field and its
adjuncts.”

Chicago

Film Council

In April-May

Report

Chicago — The April-May report of the
Better Films Council of Chicago, lists the
following pictures:
Family — “Life of Alexander Graham
Bell,” 20th-Fox; “Spirit of Culver” and
“Three Smart Girls Grow Up,” Universal;
“Three Musketeers,” 20th-Fox; “Union Pacific,” Paramount.
Adults and young adults — “Broadway
Serenade,” M-G-M;
“Dodge City” and
“Secret Service of the Air,” Warners;
“Hound of the Baskervilles,” 20th-Fox;
“My Son Is a Criminal,” Col.; “The Saint
Strikes Back,” RKO; “St. Louis Blues,”
Paramount; “Risky Business,” Universal;
“The Mystery of Mr. Wong,” Monogram.
Adults — “Dark Victory,” FN; “King of
the Turf,” UA; “Lucky Night” and Society Lawyer,” M-G-M; “Twelve Crowded
Hours,” RKO; “Zero Hour,” Republic.

Beverly Theatre Team
Wins Bowling Crown
Chicago — Tire Beverly Theatre team is
League,
Bowling
winner of the Warner
with Ted Turrell of the champions high
individual bowler with 175. The standings:
Won
Lost
42
71
37
Beverly
66
Capitol
. . 65
43
Avalon
46
. . 62
Stratford
52
. . 56
All Stars
. . 55
53
Yannigrans
63
.
.
45
Ogden
65
Hammond
. . 45
73
67
. . 41
Cosmo
.
.
.
35
Jeffery
The first ten bowlers: Ted Turrell, Beverly, 175; Charlie Graf, Stratford, 173; Tom
Jones, Stratford, 172; Marty Ayres, Capitol, and Bob Busch, Shore, 171; Bob Corbett, Hamilton, 170; Charlie Funk, Grove,
168; George Heiss, Capitol, 165; Phil Shire,
Cosmo, and Ole Torkelson, Stratford, 164.

Indianapolis Grosses
Downed by the Heat
Indianapolis — Theatre grosses have been
down here due to a heat wave. Tire temperature has hovered near and over the
90 mark for a week, breaking all-time
records for this time of the year.
BOXOFFICE
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TOHN

LAVELLE,

* has

returned

cashier

at Warner

Bros.,

vacation
in Cincinnati, where he reports he attended the circus and had a grand time . . .
Elmer Donnelly was given a prize at the
recent United Artists’ convention in Los
Angeles for outstanding salesmanship.
William

from

Esch

a two-week

salesman

at Paramount,

spent his vacation on his farm near Indianapolis. Billy raises beagle hounds, of which
he is very proud . . . Marjorie Quaite of
the 20th Century-Fox office was married
recently to Von Snyder of Indianapolis.

Miss Betty Sandler of the Chicago office of Ger-Bar, Inc., is visiting the local
office on business.
Switow Theatrical Enterprises will install a new sound system in the Kentucky
Theatre at Louisville.
Mrs. Joe Bohn, booker in the local Big
Feature Rights exchange, left Friday for
a week’s

vacation

in Greenwood,

Miss.

Harry Kornblum, operator of the Rosedale in Evansville, was here. Harry just
returned from Reelfoot Lake, Tenn., where
he reports good fishing.

Olson Theatres has the distinction of
being the first to light up their cooling
systems. Colored lights show up the water
sprays on top of the roof at the Strand
Theatre and can be seen for two blocks
each way. The psychology of this has
proven profitable indeed.

Abrams, formerly ivith Grand National, is now Indiana representative for

Arthur Gerber, operator of the Marylane
Theatre, in Evansville, Did., is what might

. . R. H. Sink, operaUnion City, who reGrand there, was in
deals.

be called a true “fan” of the candid camera. Gerber and his wife spent several

Sam

"Tell Thy Children” .
tor of the Miami in
cently purchased the
town completing film
Ben

Kalmenson, western sales manager,
and Henry Herbel, district manager, were
visitors at the local Warner exchange.
Sam

Mitchell, representative of the magazine, This Week, spoke at a luncheon
meeting sponsored by Warner Bros, at the
Claypool Hotel on the national publicity
on “Juarez.”
campaign being conducted
Among those attending were: Art Baker,
Circle; Mark Wolf and Al Blocker, Theatrical Managers; Ben Sagowlowsky, Fountain Square; E. F. Murphy, Artcraft at
Franklin; H. A. Rogers, Columbus; John
Service, Exhibitors Exchange, and Fred
Greenberg, branch manager; Jack Dowd
and William Wallace, bookers, and Claude
McKeen, salesman, all of Warner Bros.

Harry Hayes, local UA office manager,
is vacationing for a week. He will visit
Kansas City, Mo., his former home.

" Reversed " Exploitation
For Corrigan Picture
Indianapolis — Claude Allison, manager
of the Strand Theatre is really doing his
exploitation

up

in

grand

style.

During

days at the World’s Fair in New York City
and took motion pictures of practically
everything that came into view. He expects to put on a newsreel at his own
theatre, which will be in 15 or 20 parts.
While walking in one of the exhibits, Gerber had an embarrassing moment when
he walked directly into a glass door. It
seems he was admiring the man coming
toward him, ivho had a camera just like
his. It’s the truth, too!
Seen along the Row: Dick Vlastos, Fowler; J. N. Dixon, Flora; Harry Kornblum,
Evansville; Harmon Allison, Mooresville;
Wm. Luckett, Scottsburg; Trueman Rembusch, Franklin C. Rogers, Columbus;
Harry Vonderschmitt, Bloomington; J. B.
Sconce, Edinburg; Douglas Haney, Albion;
Harold V. Neese, Dana and Brazil; D. D.
Lee, Cayuga; J. B. Stine, Terre Haute;
Sam Neall, Kokomo; Bob Harned and L.
Condra of Milltown; L. T. Moore, Mitchel;
Walter Easley, Greensburg.

Two

Chicagoans

Chosen

In Lasky's Talent Search
Chicago — Following

three

the showing of Corrigan’s picture, “The
Flying Irishman,” everything at the show
was done either up-side-down or backwards.

Franklin Peddie
gional winners.

The boxoffice was placed at the back
door, the patrons followed the ushers to
their seats, etc. A boy walked up and
down outside the theatre backwards; a
man sat on the corner of the room with

photographs, will go forward
for further consideration.

a pole and line, on the end of which was
a small sign stating this is the wrong
way

to fish.

The
would
a band

days

of trials,

the final tryouts in the “Gateway to Hollywood” search of Jesse L. Lasky and RKO
ended here, with Hannah Lee Childs and

Recordings

as the

two

Chicago

of their voices, together

rewith

to Hollywood

hand to get the news. As it happened this
worked out the wrong way too Allison
says, if some strange change Corrigan had
shown up, it would have been the only
thing done right.

most novel angle of the entire campaign was the announcement Corrigan
be in town and would be met with

Underneath all the signs in the neighborhood pointing to the Speedway were
placards with arrows pointing the other

and would make a personal appearance at the Strand Theatre. Reporters and photographers were all on

way and underneath this it read “The
Wrong
the show.Way” and the advertisement for

49

fOMTIOIl BUfi£flll

Readers

of BOXOFFICE

will find this

page a ready source of information on
products which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU.

Information on the following items may be secured by sending in the coupon.
Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed is wanted,
•

just state your requirements.
with details promptly.

MT517

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety
Moving words projector

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516

plete systems
Heating
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed

conditioning

filters

DECORATIONS

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT537
MT538
MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543
MT544
MT545

AIR CONDITIONING

MT505

will endeavor

high velocity
Air diffusers,
MT518
MT519 Cooling
coils

ADVERTISING
MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT4S8
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499
MT500

Air

We

plants — com-

and FURNISHING

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous
colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental
Rubber seat upholstery
Rubber floor & wall coverings

LIGHTING
MT550
MT551

to see that you

MT552
MT553
MT554
MT555
MT556
MT557
MT558
MT559
MT560
MT561
MT562
MT563

Lumiline lamps
Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers
Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge

MT564

Lighting

plants,

are supplied

SANITATION

units

individual

MAINTENANCE

MT569
MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577
MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT586
MT587
MT588
MT589

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes
Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms, staff
Screen cleaning toole
Venetian blind cleaners

MT641
MT642
MT643
MT644
MT645
MT646
MT647
MTG48
MT649

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum
Disinfectants
Deodorant
blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators
Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MT650
MT651

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MTG52
MTG53
MT654
MT655
MT656
MT657

Hand
driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans
Plumbing fixtures
Toilet seats

SOUND
MT661
MT662
MT663
MTG64
MT665
MT666
MT667
MT668
MT669
MT670
MT671
MT672
MT673
MT674
MT675

Sound systems, complete
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers
Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn
Lens assemblies, sound
Public address systems
Microphones

MT676
MT677
MT678

Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

PROJECTION
STAGE

USE
IF WHAT

YOU

WANT

THIS

COUPON

ISN'T LISTED. ASK FOR IT BY NAME

UNDER

''REMARKS''

The MODERN THEATRE
Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.

6-3-39

Chicago, 111.

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items. (List Key

Numbers

Below).

Remarks:

Name
Theatre
City

50

State.

•

MT591
MT592

Projectors, complete with
Projectors, standard

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT596

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

MT597
MT598
MT599
MT600
MT601
MT602

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MT603
MT604
MT605
MT606

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

MT607
MT608
MT609
MT610
MT611
MT612
MT613
MT614

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels

MT615
MT616
MT617
MT618
MT619
MT620
MT621
MT622
MT623
MT624
MT625
MT626
MT627
MT628
MT629
MT630
MT631
MT632

Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers
Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

MT633

Rectifiers, magnesium-copper
sulphide

EQUIPMENT

sound
MT685
MT686

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MTG88
MT689
MT690
MT691
MT692
MT693

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage
Footlights
Switchboards

STRUCTURAL

picture

MATERIALS

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT706
MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, viterous enamel
Fronts, porcelain enamel
Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket
Ticket
Ticket

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff

issuing machines
registers
holders
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'Home Touch' Needed,
Asserts Kuykendall
Kansas

City — “You can’t separate production. distribution and exhibition. Each

needs the other,” asserted Ed Kuykendall,
president of the MPTOA, in addressing
the KMTA
things have

conventioneers here. “Many
happened in this business that

woudn’t if we had had
tions between those three
industry.

friendlier relabranches of the

“In the old days the manager had authority to use his observations of local
situations to decide clearance and other
problems. He was your friend. He wrote
your contract. Today the home office
tells the branch manager what to do. If
the men in New York would get out in
the field once in a while and rub elbows
with the exhibitor, these problems we
have wouldn’t exist. I look forward to the
return of the conditions that prevailed in
earlier times, when

the manager

and

ex-

hibitor did for and not to each other.”
Kuykendall wondered what “we would
do if we had divorcement. What if the
affiliated

theatres sold out to an ‘independent’? The theatres would still be

there, wouldn't they? It is a matter of
record that the so-called independent
chain operator is the toughest man in the
business.

I can’t see any benefit in divorcement. The independent won’t gain
anything. What we need is a fairer operation of all theatres. The national theatre chains are out there in front where
they have to be decent. Divorcement is a
lot of hooey and won’t affect the independent exhibitor one way or the other.”
Kuykendall reiterated his opposition to
the Neely bill — not to anti-block booking
and blind selling, but to the Neely bill.
“It would be a physical impossibility to
comply with it. The criminal clause would
have

prevented the producer
thing to improve the picture,
does now, even after the film
after issue of the synopsis. It
hurt the independent producer
“The

doing anyas he often
is finished,
would have
most of all.

secret of our success is to get a
(Continued on page 56)

During the KMTA

KMTA

Closes Sessions

Frank
Kansas

With

Cassil's Re-Election

City — At the end

of one

of the

Ed

Kuykendall,

MPTOA

president,

most vigorous sessions the Kansas-Missouri Theatres Ass’n has conducted in
years, the organization re-elected Frank
Cassil of the Rialto, St. Joseph, Mo.,
president for a second term.
Homer F. Strowig, Abilene, Kas., was

Richey

renamed vice-president.
Fred Meyn, Kansas

up to the date of the code would
under the bridge anyway.

City,

Kas.,

was

elected secretary-treasurer to succeed
George Harttmann of North Kansas City,
who resigned after being re-elected to the
post on a plea that his increasing exhibition duties precluded his giving the position the time he felt it deserved.
Gus Diamond of Salina and Arkansas
City. Kas., and R. R. Biechele of Kansas
City, Kas., were named to the board of
directors for Kansas. Strowig and Meyn
automatically become members of the
board from that state by virtue of their
election to offices. The directors from
Kansas last year were Mrs. C. H. Barron,
Pratt; Strowig; O. F. Sullivan, Wichita,
and Biechele.
Elected to the board from Missouri were
Tom

Wilhoit, Lyric, Plattsburg; Harttmann; Tom Edwards, Eldon, and John

Stapel, Rockport. The Missouri directorate last year consisted of Stapel, Edwards, Harttmann, and Ed Rolsky of Kansas City.
In

a

discussion

on

the

code,

H.

M.

Richey, RKO
director of exhibitor relations, explained that with the draft of the
code completed, “we should begin to see
the boards functioning — depending on the
community, of course — by the first of
September. The code will be retroactive
on present season contracts. Exhibitors
with problems can relax a little because
relief is in sight.”
“Exchange men say that the delay in
effective date of the code is holding up
their selling of new
Cassil.
“Contracts

for this new

will be subject
Richey said.

Convention —

season

product.”
season

to provisions

and

agreed that the code will be retroactive on clearance but not on refunding of
any money.
Kuykendall reminded that retroaction of
the code wouldn’t make any difference on
clearance because the clearance in effect
be water

“How about cancellation?”
“My understanding is that 20 per cent
cancellation will be in effect on this season product,” Richey responded. "It will
be incorporated in most of the contracts;
In Paramount’s, I know, and Fox, RKO,
and, I believe, all of the distributors, with
the exception of United Artists.
“When I said the code would be effective September 1, I was speaking of the
arbitration machinery. The other provisions probably will be in effect from the
beginning of the selling season.”
“The code won’t affect what you

have

to pay for film,” offered Kuykendall. “Success of the whole thing will depend on
sincerity with which local exchange

the

managers and exhibitors work it out,” he
added. “My point is this, you can’t tell
how good a pie is until you eat it. The
code is a step in the right direction. It
is something. You can take what you want
of it, what

part of it is good.”
No

Clearance

Mold

“Will there be a national pattern of
clearance which the code will use as a
base?” asked O. F. Sullivan, Wichita, Kas.
“No,” replied Richey. "We feel that
each local board will know best how to
settle a local situation. As you who have
been in this business any length of time
know, patterns haven’t worked yet in the
movie business. A national pattern for
know.
clearance

might

come

eventually,

I don’t

said

product

of the code,”

“The whole idea of a local arbitration
board is to give the advantage of local
observation. I think this, that more
power and freedom should be given each

p'10'01^0™^

A luncheon meeting of the Kansas-Missouri Theatres Ass’n in the Aztec room of the Hotel President in Kansas City during
the two-day convention of that organization. Distinguished trade guests included Ed Kuykendall, president of MPTOA, and
H. M. Richey, former Michigan Allied head and noiv director of exhibitor relations for RKO Radio.
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branch manager. New York should keep
its mouth shut and let the man hired and
paid to handle these problems in each
situation
These

do just that.”
comments drew

exhibitors,
matter.

who

applause

are unanimously

ment with Mr.

Richey’s

views

from

in agreeon

arises he will know how to go about getting relief. He expects no more changes
in the code.
"I don’t want this organization to go on
record approving the code,” said Louis
Sosna, Moberly, Mo. “It is not a permanent solution to the problems that have
plagued the industry for so long.” Sosna
feels that approval of the code by independent exhibitors might have a braking
effect on the government suit.
Cassil and Kuykendall both explained
that the code will have no effect on the
government suit against majors. That
suit is under way, and “nothing we or
anyone else might do or say could stop it.”

"The government has been very frank
in saying that it won’t approve or disapprove this or any other attempts at
self-regulation by the industry,” offered
Richey. “The government is not interested in the distributors’ opinions, we
know, and they’re not interested in yours.
But exhibitors could say they believe it a
good thing to have the machinery set up
for handling complaints.” Richey didn’t
think that would constitute "approval” of
the code by exhibitors.
for Majors

The

question of United Artists’ withdrawal from the code came up. and Cassil
said he thought it was too bad that one
distributor was not even making any effort to help the situation. This led to considerable argument, with Sosna opposing
the condemnation of any distributor, or
the commendation of those in the code.

"Why should we thank distributors simply because we buy pictures from them?”
wondered Sosna. "If we want to show
any appreciation, we can do that when we

had

‘ Be

it resolved, that the KMTA
commends the major companies in attempting to work out a fair trade practice code,
and that we urge all the companies to
participate and cooperate to bring about
an early commencement of the necessary
mechanics to facilitate better cooperation
within the industry.”
Which brought the comment from Sullivan that such a resolution will be used
by distributors as a defense against the
government suit. Sullivan said that by
passing the resolution, independents were

John

Wolf-

and are dangerous.”
Finton Jones of the Travelers urged independents to take a bigger part, individually, in making the organization a
success, and not to depend on a handful
of members to carry the load. He urged
exhibitors to call on each other and get
acquainted as the most effective method
of solving their problems.
“I’ve been in the insurance business long
enough to see government regulation come
to it, to banking and to other businesses,”
he added. “We could have settled our own
differences. We didn't. You can settle
Sullivan and several other independent
yours ...”
exhibitors at the convention expressed the
opinion that the organization could not
function wholly in the interests of the independent theatreman as long as its membership is composed, as now, of affiliated,
circuit, and

independent

( Continued

exhibitors.

Kansas

Sulli-

on next page)

City— Finton

Hensler held open house
eers in Room 1157.

Jones

and

Frank

for convention-

Sol Hankin of Grand National met several persons that he knew from the old
days in St. Louis. Sol has been running
— and still has — theatres in the Bronx.
Two of Homer Blackwell’s men brought
in a frame during proceedings Thursday
afternoon and quietly set it up behind the
speaker’s
Warren

table.
Webber

ever before,” said H. M. Richey, director
of exhibitor relations for RKO, to the
KMTA
audience. "The public is interested in more than product and price. Its
interest extends to the relations between
employer and employe, the conditions under which the product is manufactured,
to the kind of distribution it gets, and to
the relations
tailers.

between

distributors

and

re-

“The movies no longer are an ’infant’
industry. We are today faced with the
necessity of making a more or less scientific study of the price of film, of clearance, of exhibition.
“Take

the matter of clearance, for example. If we could look at the national
picture of clearance as the distributors
have been more or less forced to look at it
could

see that in

of which was tabbed the message “Monogram is doing things in a big way this
season.” "Don’t you agree. Monogram does
things in a big way?” the pretty asked
each exhibitor as she presented the gargantuan stogie. Weeks apologized for the
stunt, but even the lady exhibitors present
made sure they got one of them, and
every exhibitor in the room clung to the
novelty for fear it would get away.
J. Walter

Shreve

of National

Theatre

Supply said he didn't put up a projection
machine display at the convention because
was

on deck and

said he

closing the Deluxe, St. John, Kas., because of bad business, for the summer.
Civic, Wichita,

said that

Quizzer

Baseball, screen game he originated, still is going strong at the Civic
after many, many months and that three
or four houses besides his own are using it,
in Kansas and elsewhere.
The secret desire of Abe Baier of the
Lindbergh, Kansas City, is to operate a
greenhouse. His hobby is flowers and
Rosa says he has “the green hand.”
Everything he plants grows. Mrs. C. H.
Burkey has a handsome flower garden at
her home on Valentine Road, Kansas City.
Monogram banners and National Screen
Service frames dominated the Aztec Room,
where the convention sessions were held.

for circuits.”
by a vote of

"I heard somewhere that the companies
were planning to do away with multiple

gal dressed as a cigarette girl and carrying a big tray strapped around her neck.
It was filled with foot-long cigars, to each
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Kansas City — "Business today, movies
and others, are giving more thought and
study to management and operation than

Sidelights

Just about the t:'me Frank Cassil and
Ed Kuykendall were ready to present
George W. Weeks, general sales manager
for Monogram, Thursday, in walked a pert

just being used as a “front
The resolution carried
17 to 7.

Is Seen by Richey

the past three years, we

KMTA

was

Science in Industry

always opposed multiple bills “because I think they cheapen the business,

O. F. Sullivan,

buy.”
At the suggestion of John Stapel, Rockport, Mo., who said he made it in order to
get the issue settled and off the floor,
Cassil named a committee, composed of
Stapel, Jay Means of Kansas City and
Mrs. Meta Barron, Pratt, Kas., to prepare the following resolution:

queried

Kuykendall said he knew of no concerted effort among producers or distributors in that direction. He added that he

the

Kuykendall suggested that the KMTA
might print the code and furnish each
member with a copy, since it is going to
be essential that every exhibitor know
what it contains so that if a situation

Commendation

bills over the country,”
berg, Kansas City.

he didn’t have time to red enamel all the
parts so he could find them if they disappeared. Trusting soul, isn’t he?
“Dad” Davidson, who operated Royal
Theatre in Cherryvale and the Gem and
Princess in Neodesha, Kas., years ago, was
at the convention greeting old friends. He
now is in the hotel business at Sioux
City, la.
G. W. Summers of the Royal, Unionville.
Mo., reported that his new marquee, which
he has just installed, can be seen “for five
miles, and has caused more comment than
anything
On

the theatre

has

done

for years.”

the floor of the convention

was

told

the story of the government man who
came into Kansas City not long ago from
the South

and here contacted several independents from Kansas City and the territory to learn where the bad buying and
clearance situations existed. He found
out.

Frank Hensler, Ward Scott, Bev Miller,
Jack Shriner, E. L. Harris, Charlie Gregory
and “Pee Wee” Sherrill held
confabs in the hotel lobby.
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many instances clearance as it is set up
simply is the result of tradition or past
usage. So often is the argument over
price, distributor and exhibitor have forgotten the true factors that should govern
clearance. Granting clearance can grow
to the point where there is so long a
period between the first and second run
or first and third run that the picture
loses its vigor in that particular situation.
The interest of the public dies down.
Closer clearance often produces
ly better showmanship.
Describes

Arbitration

consistent-

Paramount Contingents
Meet for Trip to Coast
Kansas

City — Paramounteers

Frank Cassil Again

Kansas

City will be joined here Monday by members of the Dallas, Oklahoma City, and
St. Louis exchanges to go to Omaha, where
the entire group will board the special
Paramount train from the east, bound for
Los
tion. Angeles

and

R. C. LiBeau,
LiBeau, already
car.

Setup

of

to

the

Paramount

conven-

district manager, and Mrs.
have started west by motor

“Yesterday (May 25), as the result of
many months of conference, arbitration
for the industry finally was completed. It

In the Kansas City delegation to the
convention will be Joe Manfre, Arthur Cole,
George Hinton, Bob Carnie, Joe Stark, Roy

will be fitted into the trade practice proposals. The code, which should be effective August 1 or September 1, will subject
to arbitration such things as cancellation,
buying, clearance, etc.

Young, Paul
son Burr us.

“Distributors will select ten men, independent theatre owners through their organizations will select ten exhibitors. These
20 will choose ten neutral arbitrators not
connected with exhibition or distribution.
The

panel of 30 will constitute the arbitration board. In controversies between two
exhibitors, each of the two parties to the
controversy will select one from the exhibitor board, and the two so selected will
select one from the neutral panel. If one
or neither of the two theatremen are
satisfied with the neutral, they will draw
a neutral by lot. These three will hear
the case.

“Clearance is one of the most trying
problems of the industry today,” continued
Richey. He expressed the belief that the
code would provide some relief in this
respect. In matters of clearance, each of
the exhibitors involved will select an arbitrator. The distributors of the exchange
center unanimously will select an arbitrator from their panel. These three then
will select two from the neutral panel, or
any other two they want.
“Our hope is that the code will give
immediate relief to the most trying situations over the country.”
Richey

touched

briefly on

the govern-

believes that “some

of them

won’t stand the light of publicity. In one
instance, Exhibitor B, operating a theatre
five miles from a city of 100,000, wants
day and date bookings with Exhibitor A
in the city. B pays $5 for his film, A
pays $50.
“The exchange manager, the film salesman, the exhibitor must analyze carefully
to avoid careless selling and buying that
has led to some of the problems we now
have on our hands. I have seen a number
of instances in which bad practices grew
up in a certain situation simply because a
distributor acquiesced to a certain practice in a certain spot and the other distributors followed his lead. The result
was

an inequity in that situation.

The

of-

fending exhibitor can’t hide behind the
old wheeze that “I know my own community better than anybody else,” when
he isn’t getting out of a situation all that
is in it.”
BOXOFFICE
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States, and

Nel-

(Continued
van

said

Twin City Variety Goli
Tournament July 14
Minneapolis

—

The

Twin

City

Variety

City — Exhibitors

were

registered

at

the following:

George Baker, McPherson, Kas. ; Mr. and Mrs.
Abe Baier, Lindbergh, Kansas City, Mo.; Mr. and
Mrs. Chas. H. Barron, Pratt, Ivas.; R. R. Biechele,
Kansas City, Kas. ; Mrs. C. H. Burkey, Summit,
Kansas City, Mo.; J. G. Caldwell, Aurora, Mo.;
Mr. and Mis. Frank Cassil, St. Joseph, Mo.; Earl
Courter, St. Joseph, Mo.; Lon Cox, Fox Midwest,
Kansas City; I. Danowsky,
St. Joseph, Mo.; Gus
Diamond, Arkansas City and Salina, Ivas.; Reube
Finkelstein, Kansas
City; W.
D. Fite, Kansas
City; Simon Galitzki, Topeka, Kas.; J. W. Grantham. Baxter Springs, Ivas.; Virgil Harbison, Tarkio. Mo.; George Harttmann, North Kansas City;
E. Van Hyning, Parsons, Kas.; H. E. Jameyson,
Midwest, Wichita; Ed
Kuykendall, Columbus. Miss.; Senn Lawler, Fox
Midwest, Kansas
City; Mrs. George Maloney, Paseo, Kansas City,
Mo.; H. A. McClure, Fox Midwest, Kansas City;
Jay Means, Oak Park, Kansas City; Fred Meyn,
Park, Kansas City, Kas.; Mr. and Mrs. Glen Moskau, St. Joseph, Mo.; H. C. Musgrave, Minneapolis
and Wamego,
Kas.; George Nescher, Valley Falls,
Kas.; M. A. Otto, Pleasanton, Kas.; Bill Parsons,
Aladdin, Kansas City, Mo.; J. D. Rankin. Tarkio,
Mo.; E. C. Rhoden, Fox Midwest, Kansas City;
Ed Rolsky, National and St. John, Kansas City,
Mo.; C. A. Schultz, Commonwealth
Amusement
Corp., Kansas City; A. J. Simmons, Lamar, Mo.;
Sam Sosna. Manhattan, Kas.; Louis Sosna, Moberly, Mo.; John
Stapel, Rockport, Mo.;
Homer
Strowig, Abilene, Kas.; O. F. Sullivan, Wichita,
Ivas.; G. W.
Summers,
Royal, Unionville, Mo.;
Warren
Weber, St. John, Stafford and Ellinwood,
Kas.; Tom
Wilhoit, Plattsburg,
ship, Phillipsburg, Kas.

Filmrowites

Mo.;

R.

felt that

the

page)

KMTA

should

interests of the independent exhibitor.
The board of directors voted at the time
the matter came up to oppose the bill actively. Mr. Sullivan, then a member of
the board, voted for at least a neutral
stand by the association.
said that while the KMTA
on the divorcement

Sullivan also
officially was
bill in Kansas,

Sullivan’s talk brought the issue of
KMTA’s membership policy onto the floor,
but no action was taken to change the
setup

R.

Win-

registering :

Don
Davis, RCA;
Bob Withers, Republic-Midwest; J. W.
Shreve and
John
Kelly, National
Theatre Supply; Ward
Scott and George Fuller,
20th-Fox; R. C. LiBeau, Joe Manfre, and Arthur
Cole, Paramount;
T. R. Thompson,
Jim Lewis,
and John Wangberg, RKO ; J. R. Wilson, Douglas
Desch, and Ralph
Scherzer, Monogram;
Finton
Jones, Travelers; Sam
Abend and Earl Jameson.
Film
Delivery; Jack
Gregory
and Jack Lern,
Altec; Homer
Blackwell, Independent
Theatre
Supply; Stan Goldberg, Metro Premiums;
Charley
Gregory, National Screen Service; George Hinton,
Paramount; Jinx Winn and Rud Lohrenz, Warner
Bros.; Bill Truog, United Artists; Ben
Marcus,
Columbia; Frank
Hensler, M-G-M;
Leon
Abraham, M-G-M; Sol Hankin and Bob Moore, Grand
National; Homer
A. Ellison, National
Screen
Service; Bev Miller, Book Treasures; Ernie Leeves,
Western
Electric and Motiograph; Ray
Boomer,
Chicago, Motiograph, Inc.

from

its present

form.

Apparently

the majority of exhibitors in the organization want KMTA
to remain an inclusive
group; that is, inclusive of affiliated and
circuit exhibitors as well as independents.
Questions

MPTOA

Sullivan questioned the effectiveness of
the work of the MPTOA, and charged that
there

Registrants
A convention

preceding

at least one member of the association used his influence to get the bill
blocked in the senate.

convention in Minneapolis, June 13-15, it
was necessary to set the date for the first
tournament somewhat later than usual.

Kansas

from

actually

Club’s first golf tournament of the summer will be held at the Oak Ridge country club, July 14. A Calcutta will be held
in the Nicollet Hotel club rooms the evening of July 14. The entire film trade
will be invited to attend, as usual.
Because of the Allied States national

the KMT

he

Helm

have supported the chain store tax bill
in Kansas early this spring when the
Kansas legislature was in session, in the

neutral

Fox

ment’s activity in connection with films.
He said he had looked over a number of
the complaints filed with the department
of justice, and

Hannon,

At KMTA's

is too

much

cooperation

between

that group and the distributors.
kendall, of course, vigorously

Mr. Kuydisagreed

with Mr. Sullivan’s charges.
At the end of the convention,

Mr. Sulli-

van expressed the opinion that “there is
no hopes whatever for this organization to
do anything for the independent,” in view
of its present setup. He said he thought
he was not re-elected to the board because
all year he “stood for the independent exhibitor right down the line.”
Out in Kansas efforts are being made
to get a bracket system for the payment
of the 2 per cent sales tax, since the
legislature this spring did away with the
sales tax tokens. It was suggested by Mr.
Biechele that Kansas exhibitors should
get together and determine how
wanted to collect the sales tax, and

they
that,

then, they should present those ideas to
the state tax commission. The matter was
left to a committee to be appointed by the
new board of directors.
Biechele also urged the KMTA
to bulletin Kansas exhibitors to impress upon
them

the necessity of running a slide saying that the picture has been passed by
the Kansas board of review. Exhibitors
are forgetting to run it. Formerly the
law required that a strip giving the seal
of approval of the censors be inserted in
the film. That was changed, so that now
the requirement is a number impressed on
the film, and exhibitors are supposed to
run

a slide in addition. Laxity in running ttie slide may lead to a change in the
law, a return to the film strip.
The convention closed Friday evening
with a buffet supper in the Aztec Room
at which the KMTA
was host to the
industry.
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Allied Bulletin Covers
Combine

and Neely

Minneapolis — The position of Allied
States relative to the proposed national
film buying circuit of 2.500 theatres, a
declaration that no time will be spent debating the Neely anti-block booking bill
because the organization is already on
record in its favor and further details of
the program being formulated for the national convention here June 13-15 are
contained in the bulletin being circulated
by W. A. Steffes, convention chairman.

DES

Buying

1’HE road to Hades is paved with good

Views

intentions, Speed Lambert, but we’d
like to take the carrying cases you promised us and Clayton on the trip to the alleged hot spot. How about it? We spent

tion’s attitude.
“This, in my opinion, is a subject entirely out of order, inasmuch as Allied
States has unqualifiedly gone on record
as being in favor of the Neely bill and
should use their best efforts to bring about
its passage,” says Steffes. “This approval
has been given not once, but on several
occasions. Therefore, I can see no reason
why any time should be wasted on the
Neely bill, we being for it first, last and

"Some trade papers have indicated that
Allied is going to propose a buying circuit

all the time and hoping to be able to report at the convention that it has passed

of 2,500 theatres," says Steffes. "This is
a misstatement, as neither the writer nor
any officer of Allied, as far as I know,
have any such thought in mind.

the U. S. senate. With Congress remaining in session until August or September,
chances are very good for it to become a

"However, your convention chairman
has received requests from several different people asking if time would be allotted to them if they see fit to bring up
this subject on the floor, and I replied
that most assuredly they could have the
time if they so desired. Therefore, unless
the
you

plan’s proponents wish to discuss it
may rest assured that no one in an

law prior to adjournment.”
Giveaways

and

Non-Theatricals

Letters asking for the discussion of
various industry problems have been
flooding officers’ desks, according to
Steffes. He says several suggestions have
been made that something be done about
giveaways, some advocating that
of all sorts be discontinued.”

“rackets

Allied official capacity will bring it up.”
Steffes calls attention to the fact that
some exhibitor leaders have given out

Steffes asserts “there is quite a
ment on foot by some theatre
throughout the United States to
patrons to theatres for box tops,

statements that the Neely anti-block booking bill will be a subject for discussion

coupons,

with

should
declares.

a

vote

to determine

the

organiza-

Moreover,

WANTED:

something
about

must

be

done

non-theatrical

at

com-

Experienced Game
Salesmen
Covering Midwest Territory for

petition, “which is gaining a foothold in
the country and which, unless stopped immediately, will put legitimate theatre own-

New

ers out of business by the thousands,”
Steffes avers. He also says the 16mm film
furnished to non-theatricals most certainly will come in for a lengthy discussion, with efforts to reach a solution.

Your

Screen

Game. Liberal Commissions. Give Full Details in
Letter.

With

Tally-Ho
This Screen Game
Is Played in Full
View of Audience.
Patrons Operate
This Game Themselves. They Spin
for Their Own
Prizes, and Win
What They Spin.
"IT'S DIFFERENT"

Theatre Projecto Corp.
33 West
NEW

4

moveowners
admit
covers,

etc., taken out of or off packages.” This, of course, is an evil that
be stamped out immediately, he

the convention

60th

YORK

Street,
CITY

the completed and entire new industry trade practice code ready for submission for the first time at this conven-

tion, Steffes points out “the opportunity
will be afforded independent exhibitors to
decide

what

should

Executive

be done
Session

So that all independent
including

non-Allied

about

June

Sunday afternoon reading Phil Stong’s
“Career” lest it premiere here. Both Author Phil Stong and his wife are former
R&T employes, and the paper is mentioned
twice in the book, which helps the buildup
the film probably will get here.
One little angel’s
and dirtier . . . We
Hollywood Club last
Loma this week . . .
the Casa Loma too,
in the breeze.
Ken

Clayton

face is getting dirtier
saw Joe Smith at the
week and at the Casa
Jack Kennedy was at
dancing like a feather

receives a very un-oomphy

shot of Ann Sheridan wearing “The very
latest thing in Hollywood” the day after
we’d purchased and worn the same Sacony
Knit she was modeling. See, even Hollywood and Annie can’t get ahead of Boxoffice, Ken. Clayton’s feeling uppity about
the four lines in Grinnell’s Who’s Who
which he rates on account of his prize
winning play “No Copy,” while some guy
named Gary Cooper who’s done some playacting out in Hollywood gets only two lines
from his alma mater.
Even if we hadn’t just finished our third
whisky sour (luscious ones, too!), we’d
have thought Bobby Fogel about the best
dancer

we’d

ever

seen.

He

was

doing

a

holdover at Dave Fidler’s Hollywood Club
here this week . . . Fogel is attending
Drake University in preference to dancing
attendance for the film biggies out in
California who offered him a contract.
Dave not only serves the best drinks in
these parts, but he’s serving
entertainment with handsome
as tops.

up the best
young Fogel

Ted Ashby, R&T columnist who can peg
it home like a big leaguer, turned down
a trip to Winnipeg in the company plane
so he could help his team win an interoffice game. And from the clean, expert
stops he made at third, we don’t think
he had to put a swollen thumb to nose at
England’s royal couple.

13

theatre

members,

it.”
owners,

will have

a chance

to be heard “without fear of reprisals,” Steffes says, the first meeting on
the afternoon of June 13 will be “an executive session” with no producer or distributor representative admitted. However, all other sessions, he announces, will
be thrown open to the producer- distributor representatives who will be accorded
the floor the same as the independent exhibitors during discussions of and debates
on industry affairs generally.
“After all discussions have been held,”
says Steffes, “everybody will be given a
chance to voice his opinion and there will
be a secret ballot taken with only bonafide
independent exhibitors permitted to vote.
This again will give you the opportunity
to express

MOINES

your opinion without fear of re(Continued on page 58)

Jerry

Spandau

isn’t getting

complains

its share

that Universal

of notice

in Box-

office, but it turns out he just hasn’t been
reading it. We found him perched on top
a heap of furniture with carpenters
what not working all around him.
place

and
The

is being air conditioned and completely remodeled . . . Dan McCarthy, Universal’s newest salesman, is really knock-

ing ’em off, according to Jerry.
safe trip to Pittsburgh, Spandau.
Republic

offices

have

been

Have

a

newly

painted and smell like it . . . Marian Temple has let her hair grow and is wearing
it without benefit of curls. Looks smart,
Marian. Bert Thomas
Elmer Tilton appeared
mood as usual.

was un-busy and
to be in a genial

Sports films were giving Des Moines
film fans places to go Tuesday night.
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MORE
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INSTALLATIONS
OF

WASHERS

AND

LYRIC THEATRE, WEST DES MOINES, IA.
IOWA THEATRE, WATERLOO, IA.
VARSITY THEATRE, DES MOINES, IA.
STRAND THEATRE. MARSHALLTOWN, IA.
PALACE THEATRE, WATERLOO, IA.
STORY THEATRE, STORY CITY, IA.
SPA CAFE, HAMPTON, IA.
ACE THEATRE. KEYSTONE, IA.
BUSSEY

THEATRE.

BLOWERS
PRINCESS THEATRE. MOUNT AYR, IA.
GRAND THEATRE, KNOXVILLE, IA.
STATE THEATRE, LENOX, IA.
CEDAR THEATRE, MECflANICSVILLE, IA.
PETERSON APARTMENTS. HAMPTON, IA.
TOY THEATRE. TIPTON, IA.
LIDO THEATRE, HAMPTON, IA.
COGGON THEATRE, COGGON, IA.
BUSSEY. IA.

Our Washers and Blowers have excelled all other makes so far in 1939, not in conversation but by actual
installations. Why do we excell? That is easy to explain. First, our company is one of the oldest concerns
making theatre ventilation. They specialize in theatre air conditioning. They do not make equipment
undersize to sell for price only. They do not make equipment of light weight or construction so that their
dealers can make the huge chain store profit. But still the price on their equipment is but a few dollars
higher than the light weight cheaper equipment. Many a theatre man has not only taken out cheap equipment but they have also taken out cheap makes of cooling cores.

r
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For Quick

DES MOINES
1121 HIGH

STREET

Delivery , Phone

THEATRE
PHONE

or Wire

SUPPLY

3-6520

CO.

DES MOINES,

IA.
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'Home Touch' Needed,
Asserts Kuykendall
(Continued

from page 56)

continuous supply of pictures. We’re in a
peculiar business, the mechanics of which
are entirely unlike any other. It is more
a ‘style’ business than any other. There
is no such thing as a ‘type’ of picture that
succeeds. Maybe today a certain picture
will do well in your theatre. In three
months it might not do anything.
“Only ones left fighting for the Neely
bill are a handful of reformers outside
the industry,” Kuykendall asserted. "They
wanted to set up a national organization
to tell you
run. The
hundreds of
Pumphandle
because the

what you could and couldn’t
chief reason for this is that
times you exhibitors told Mary
that you had to play a picture
distributors made you do it.

“Lawyers have done more than anyone
else to keep us in trouble,” Kuykendall
believes. “I have very little hope that the
department of justice suit is going to do
us in the exhibition field any real good.
It will drag out, perhaps come to a consent decree two or three years from now.
I have very little faith in trials generally.
The only ones who benefit from them are
the lawyers.
Fight

With

Ascap

Goes

On

“We are still fighting Ascap. It is a
tough fight because you exhibitors haven’t
interested yourselves in it and talked to
your congressmen and senators about it.
We are continuing to annoy them, however. Some state laws have been passed.
While I don’t have faith in state laws because the federal (copyright) law takes
precedence, I think they helped enable us
to get the state department to write a
law in which are some of the things we
want. For instance, that you are not condemned and guilty before you go into
court, where now you have no standing.
Ascap defeated this law.
“One thing, if it hadn’t been for the
MPTOA’s activities, Ascap would have
raised its rates a long time ago. Remember this, that Ascap represents only about
33 per cent of the publishers and authors;
the others could come in and charge you
as Ascap does, any time.
“Getting rid of Ascap probably is not
the whole solution. The basic solution
is to get a law that will prevent any group
levying unfair charges against the exhibitors of the country.”
Kuykendall warned exhibitors that
there is a systematic and powerful lobby
in Washington and over the country
“seeking a setup for regulating our and
other businesses so that those in Washington and elsewhere who have gotten used
to the easy money of working for the government can have jobs.
“Discriminatory and destructive clearance is doing more than any one other
thing to stir up trouble and cause lawsuits,” continued Mr. Kuykendall. “We
have got to have clearance in this business, but it must be reasonable and fair.
“No business has supported so many
dumbbells, exhibitors and distributors, in
it as the movies. Look how long it has
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taken the distributors to recognize the inevitable, that the small theatre owner
with from one to ten theatres must have
to protect his investment. Distributors recognize that the industry needs
them now more than ever before. Just let
New York send a high powered lawyer
down to the local legislature. Even lawyers realize that the independent theatre

Weeks Foresees New

a chance

owner has got to be protected.”
There never has been so much trouble,
so much “law” and bitterness in the movie
business, Kuykendall admitted. Lawyers
he blames for 90 per cent of it.
In discussing the code, Mr. Kuykendall
pointed out that the cancellation provisions, which answer the Neely bill, will
give the small town exhibitor opportunity
to serve his community with a wider selection of films, with more of the representative pictures.
“The score charge is gone. Distributors
did away with it grudgingly, and they say
that they are going to add it to the film
rental. If you let them do the latter,
that’s up to you. MPTOA
every
buy for
Kuykendall
settlement of
dustry itself.
“Settle them
it by shooting

George
" Wrong

can’t wet nurse

you.”
pleaded
for cooperation and
difficulties within the inover a table. You can’t do
each other with lawyers.”

Monroe

jr. Dines

Way " Corrigan

Lincoln — George

Monroe

jr.

booked

"Flying Irishman” in the Liberty here so
it coincided day and date with Doug
“Wrong Way” Corrigan’s personal appearance to autograph his autobiography in a
local book shop.
So impressed was George by Corrigan’s
diet in the picture, he met him at the
plane when he landed at the airport, with
two crackers and a bottle of milk in lieu
of keys to the city.

K
FEW

MILES

A

outside Kansas

Y

City the

other day as Nat Hechtman of Hollywood Advertising was returning from a
trip to St. Louis, he noticed another car
closely on his heels. He was doing around
70. Glancing back, Hechtman noticed
flames around the car, and he tried to
flag down the following car. The driver
kept right on. The flames became heavier.
Finally Hechtman began to slow, at the
same time that he signalled the driver to
look behind him. The driver finally did,
saw the flames, and pulled up sharply.
Hechtman stopped a block ahead to be
in the clear, and ran back. In that length
of time, the other man’s car had burst
into flames, and was almost completely
destroyed. The driver had been burned
painfully but not seriously, though his
companion was uninjured. Nat took the
driver to find a doctor. A few more seconds and the car would have burst into
flames on the road.
The Mokan, operated, by John Wolfberg and W. D. Fulton, was advertised
“closed forever ” the other night. However,
it will reopen, completely remodeled, re-

Upsurges Ahead
Kansas

City — “There

been so many

never

before

have

nor such serious complaints

about business from over the country,”
said George W. Weeks, sales manager of
Monogram, who discussed “Relations Between the Independent Exhibitor and Distributor,” before the independents meeting here at the KMTA conclave.
“But we shouldn’t become discouraged.
Some exhibitors say that the business is
washed out. I believe that the movies will
be as much bigger in five years as they
are now over what they were ten years
ago. Only fear will lick us.
“Let’s settle our own problems. Government regulation will only lead to grief,”
urged Mr. Weeks.
Mr. Weeks believes that “television will
contribute enormously to the success of
your theatre. The little home sets have
a screen 14 by 16 inches. They can’t adequately show a picture on such a screen.
It takes a 20-foot screen to do that, and
the only place is your theatre.
“Television is in trouble. It is all
dressed up with no place to go. That
should be to our advantage. Thirteen
houses in London are equipped with big
television screens, and business has increased wherever they are in use. In New
York the Paramount and Carnegie theatres are equipped for television. While it
still is a novelty, before long television may
prove
be a boon to the exhibitor,” Mr.
Weeks toconcluded.
New

Pact to Hussey

Hollywood — A new

been handed

C

to Ruth

acting contract

has

Hussey at Metro.

IE IE

seated and redecorated, as the Giles.
The Mainstreet, formerly operated at
Independence, Kas., by R. H. Montgomery,
has been acquired by the Griffith-Dickinson circuit. It is being used while the
Booth, the circuit’s No. 1 house there, is
closed for complete remodeling and reequipping.
Mr. and Mrs.
proud parents of
Luke’s Hospital
She hefted seven

George Baker are the
a baby girl, born at St.
last Saturday morning.
pounds, six ounces.

Ward Scott, district manager of 20thFox; Mrs. Scott, and George Fuller,
branch manager for the company, autoed
to Springfield, 111., for the premiere of
“Young

Mr. Lincoln.”

Leon Abraham, head booker at Metro,
and Mrs. Abraham, are leaving next week
for Cleveland on their vacation.
Harold Gibbons opened his New Theatre
(temporary name) at Wichita, Kas., last
Saturday.
J. H. Kelly, National

Theatre

Supply,
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was

driving along

in the rain just outside

Erie, Kas., where he saw a flash of lightning, felt a terrific shock, and felt the car
jump as though it had been hit amidships
with a pole. The shock momentarily
stunned him, but when his head cleared,
he alighted and looked around to see what
he had

struck. There was no sign of anything. Apparently he had been struck — by
lightning.

Henry Sonnenshine, head of International Sports Films, Los Angeles, was here
last Saturday to screen some of his films
for local exhibitors. He is a half brother
of William Pincus, manager of the Liberty
Film exchange.
Sports

Enterprises,

130

West

are handling the Baer-Nova
fight pictures. The winner
has the dubious pleasure of
Louis for a crack at the
crown.

18 th

St.,

heavyweight
of the fight
meeting Joe
heavyweight

Metro Premium Co., of which Stan
Goldberg is local manager, has issued a
new theatre game called “Lucky Colors”
which ought to be fun if you want to know
what color lingerie the girl in Aisle Four
has on. A wheel with 36 colors (instead
of numbers) is spun. If you have on a
piece of wearing apparel of the color indicated, you’re in the running; just hold
tight. Another color is spun. If you

Lincoln — The

of

the

Madison,

and

Star

Roth,

district manager, Republic-Midwest; Jack Stephenson, Gillioz, Monett,
Mo.; George Hayob, Marshall. Mo.; Louis
Griefe, Windsor, Mo.; Roy Williams,
Mound City, Kas.; Harry Till, Hamilton,
Mo.; Lloyd Lenhart, Clinton, Mo.; John
Kongs, Seneca, Kas.; Jess Binney, Pattonsburg, Mo.; T. A. Spurgin, Stanberry,
Mo.

Cora

Wilcox

of Paramount

is leaving

this Saturday. She surprised ’em the
other day by saying she had been married . . . Mrs. Fred Schulzke of St. Louis,
Kay Griffith to you, was on Filmrow
Monday.
Miss Agnes Kemp
( soon to be Mrs.)
was in Colorado Springs over the holiday
. . . Marjorie Crawford was at Excelsior
Springs — or so we are told.
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Sunday

on

it. Date

Lincoln — A downward

is left

Story

. . . Irvin Dubinsky

Kas.,

of Leavenworth,

was roller skating last week.
nursing a broken arm.

How

Glen Neeley is closing the
Arina, Kas., for the summer.

he’s

Empress

at

Evelyn Kyle. We couldn’t find anyone
who would confirm it, but we understand
that something happened last Saturday.
The

Colonial

now

is being

operated

TRADE
—

HA.

THE

EXHIBITOR

AIR CONDITIONING
National

213 West
Blvd.

St.

Phone:

Great Western Stage Equipment Co.
817 Holmes St.
T. L. Greening, Mgr.
Phone: Victor 9078

Southwest

Theatre Equipment
Wichita, Kas.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

Syncrofilm

Sound

SERVICE

Equipment

1818 Wyandotte

and

Service

St.

W. P. Humston

HA

4783

ENGI
C. R.NEER
BUTLER

SOUND
ENGINEER

Sound System Installation and Service
Midwest Service Corporation
2606 Monterey St.
0134

St. Joseph, Mo.

Co.. Indp't
Phone

City, Mo.

SERVICE

K. C. SOUND

Victor 8796

Stebbins Theatre Equipment Co.
1804 Wyandotte St.
C. H. Badger, Mgr.
Phone: GRand

VI. 3535
19th St. — Kansas

SOUND

Central Theatre Equipment Company
Western Electric - Mirrophonic Sound
Motiograph Projectors
E. C. Leeves, General Manager
130 W. 18th St.
Tel. HArrison 3345

and

Corp.

Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation

A. A. Electric Machinery Co.
Ernest Amoneno, Mgr.
1117 Cherry

Air Conditioning

Engineering

to Sell.

Why Pay More?
G. A. Peterson
1389
316 Southwest
Kansas City, Mo.

—

CITY TERRITORY

SUPPLIES

Offer — Priced

attractive new steno at Premier Advertising Service is Miss Norma Barbieri.
She succeeds Miss Margie Zimmerman,
who has joined the Columbia exchange.

FOR

Peterson "Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
Blowers, washers, spray nozzels, office and
home units.
Special

Attending the Southeastern Theatre
Owners’ convention this week in Jacksonville, Fla., from Kansas City were Mr. and
Mrs. Bob Leonard, W. H. Workman and
Wm. H. Ramsay.
The

by

GUIDE
KANSAS

AND

is in

DIRECTORY

A HANDY

EQUIPMENT

price shoot

effect here for the summer. First to move
was Bob Livingston, who dropped his Capitol from 15-20-cent scale, with free parking to 15 cents straight and no parking.
Liberty goes next, dropping to 15-20 cents,
from the old 15-25-cent scale. This is effective June 16. Howard Federer, after
announcing it, said the policy would be
second run after that date, also.

Alexander Sabry and Vogel Gettier, who
took over last week from W. O. Fulton
and E. E. Webber.

The most important rumor of the week
was that about Jimmie Lewis of RKO and

Phones

2-2153

"Service

2-4012—2-4115

As Near

As Your

Telephone"

~

NS
IATIO
OR ASSOC
EXHIBITTheatre
Independent
Owners
Association
1214 Brush Creek Road — VAlentine 2770
E. E. Webber jr„ Pres. John Wolfberg, Sec.
221 W. 18th St. — Harrison
Frank

Cass.il, Pres.

Fred Meyn,

Alexander

Film

Company

BLICITY
PU
SCREEN
Motion
Picture
Advertising

~

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa

K. M. T. A.

The robbers are getting tough in St,
Joe. They up and lugged out Dubinsky
Bros.’ safe from

get together

to tie in with the running of “The
of Vernon and Irene Castle.”

Kas.

On the Row: Mr. and Mrs. John Brandt,
Oregon, Mo.; J. W. Davis, Higginsville,
Mo.; W. B. Cook, Halstead, Kas.; Max

Ahead for Lincoln

observance

cooperative

to the discretion of the theatre and it
amounts to four or five page one breaks.
Stunt was used by the theatre this year

— groan. Bill lost on the course, though.

Laird’s Madison,

annual

Every year the J. H. Cooper-Lincoln
Theatres Corp. and the Sunday Journal

to your shorts — and they say that’s what
they’re doing on the coast — to win, in
which case you earn your money by entertaining the other patrons. Anyway, it’s
said not to be illegal.

The Todd Air Conditioning Co., Bonner
Springs, Kas., has sold systems to Glen
Moskau, Regal, St. Joseph, Mo., and C. L.

fourth

theatre-newspaper

goodwill stunt, the “old sweethearts” party
for those married 50 years or more, was
staged here. Registrations for it exceeded
100 couples.

have that color, too, you’re almost in the
money — or merchandise. The third color
is the charm, if you have that and the
other two, you win. You may have to go

Bill Bradfield shot a birdie on No. 3
hole. Old Mission, Decoration Day, and
you should have heard Martin Stone, W.
W. Sherrill and Harold Lux — collectively

Lower Admissions Are

Fourth " Sweethearts " Day
By Lincoln Theatres

4825
Sec.-Treas.

239 East 72nd
Phone:

Terrace

Hlland

2694
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Allied Will Grapple
With Film Costs

in the

face of declining

in-

come, Allied States will “do something”
film prices at its annual convention

about

here June 13-15, according
fes, convention chairman.

to W.

A. Stef-

Steffes promises “action” in his current
bulletin to independent exhibitors throughout the United States.
“Exhibitors are writing in, asking
whether anything is going to be done
about film prices,” says Steffes. “Hell,
yes! Something must be done, for unless
we receive meritorious product at a price
that each and every theatre owner can
afford to pay, all other subjects mean
nothing whatsoever. First, last and all
the time it is Allied's duty to keep every
theatre owner in the United States in
business. Therefore, film prices, selling
policies, nature of product, etc., certainly
will be discussed, and how!”
Steffes’ bulletin follows an analysis by
Bennie Berger, one of the largest independent circuit operators in the territory
and a former Northwest Allied president,
showing that his film costs have jumped
50 per cent in the past five years and still
are going up, although, he claims, theatre
income during that time has been in a
down

trend, except for temporary interruptions, and still is on the down grade.
Berger asserts his experience is typical
of that of independent exhibitors generally. “It’s an unhealthy state of affairs
and must be remedied to prevent many
exhibitors from being forced out of business,” he declares.
Berger announces he’s going to show his
figures at the Allied States convention.
He’ll demand

RKO

“action,”

he asserts.

Boost and Transter

Wangberg joined RKO
in Des Moines
nine years ago as booker. He was two
years at Des Moines and one year at
Omaha before coming here in the same
capacity. Two years ago, he was made
office manager, succeeding W. A. Burke,
stepped up into the same sort of position, home office representative. Burke
is on the coast.

Variety

Club

day with a “bon
riety Clubrooms.

McGuire

honored
voyage”

Wangberg

Thurs-

luncheon

at Va-

Installs New

Seats

Cedar Rapids, Ia. — The Palace Theatre,
here, under the management of W. J. McGuire, has just completed a remodeling
project which included installation of 500
new

58

chair-style

seats.

His

successor

A

at GN

hasn’t

been

Independent Bulletin
Cue to Convention
(Continued

named

prisals, as
yet.
Mary Lonergan, secretary to Fay Dressell, RKO boss, is vacationing in Chicago
. . . Ask E. H. Robertson, exhibitor at
Scribner, Neb., how he got the nickname
"Pretty Boy.”
Thieves

broke

in the

Western

Theatre

Supply Co. for the third time in six
months. They tried to force the safe,
which

contained $7, but were unsuccessful. Trouble is, says Frank Van Husan, it
cost $125 to fix the safe!
Norm
up

Nielsen,

golf. Norm

RKO

was

booker,

always

has

the cinch

given
win-

ner for highest score and most 9’s at the
Variety Club golf fests . . . Rex Menshall,
Pine

Theatre, Long Pine, Neb., a rare visitor on Davenport street.

J. W. Helvey, formerly with the Blank
circuit at Fairbury, is the new manager of
the Military Theatre in Omaha. Howard
Shortley, who managed the Military for
Ralph Goldberg, has been moved to the
Avenue Theatre and also handles the Arbor Theatre, just across the street.
Chet

Washburn, Omaha
man, will be married by

Theatre doorthe time this

column hits the press. He’s marrying
Thelma Markenson, not connected with
the industry.
Ed Rostermundt, UA film peddler, has
a good story on Bill Youngclaus, Nebraska
circuit owner. In a parade sponsored by
the opposition for one of its big pictures,
Bill had a car and trailer, the latter with

C. E. Brown
Nebraska

Kansas City — John Wangberg, who has
been with the local RKO Radio exchange
for six years, has been appointed home
office representative covering the Dallas,
Atlanta, Charlotte, and New
Orleans
branch offices.

now

H

a cow. A sign on the side plugged “Ferdinand the Bull” showing at Bill’s theatre.

South for Wangberg

who

A

HORN, Grand National branch
pRED
manager, goes to Columbia this week
as salesman. He’ll be a trouble-shooter for
all territories out of the local exchange.

Minneapolis — With local and other exhibitors complaining about film costs and
with figures being produced to show the
rising trend

M

is the new

Theatre,

manager

just reopened

R. V. Fletcher, Lyric Theatre, Hartington. Neb., and his family were on Filmrow . . . Also the Bowman Bros, from McClelland, Ia. . . . Leon Dizon, Warner
salesman, will be getting back from New
York one of these days with his bride.
Charlie Williams, MPTO
of Nebraska
and Western Iowa head, told Boxoffice
the trade code meeting of his group will
be held late in June. Exhibitors in the
Omaha territory want to see what happens at Minneapolis with the Allied the
middle of June.
Omaha exhibitors now have their annual month-long competition in the form
of Ak-Sar-Ben races, all during June. The
downtown theatres report they aren’t affected much, but the suburbans drop off
about 10 to 25 per cent during the local
season.

from

one

page
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will know

how

you

Registration of those attending the convention will start at 11 a. m., June 13 on
the Hotel Nicollet mezzanine floor, convoted.” tinuing throughout the entire three days.
An Allied board of directors’ luncheon is
scheduled for noon June 13. The convention will be called to order at 2 p. m.
What

Registration

Covers

All those registered will receive guest
tickets to any Minneapolis downtown or
suburban theatre and green fee tickets for
the Oak Ridge country golf club permitting them to play golf Wednesday and
Thursday mornings with no charge except
caddy fee.
The Allied directors will meet again at
11 a. m. June 14. Following a luncheon
at

12:30

p. m.

the

convention

will re-

convene at 2 p. m. Guests’ registration
tickets will be honored at a dinner in the
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace the
same evening. Following the directors’
meeting at 10 a. m. June 15 and a buffet
luncheon at noon, the third day’s session
will begin at 1 p. m. At the banquet, “a
tenth

anniversary birthday dinner,” outstanding members of the industry and
prominent national, state and city officials
will be heard.
“There are so many things that will
come up on the convention floor that I
could go on forever, but I believe you get
the idea,” says Steffes. “This will be a
convention of, for and by independent
theatre owners to discuss their many
problems. We have taken the opportunity
to invite film company representatives to
participate in these discussions because
several of these problems are industry affairs and cannot be settled without producers and distributors’

cooperation.”

at the
by Les-

ter Dollison. Dollison, you’ll remember,
built the house last year. Now he’s in
Lovington, N. M., running the Mesa Theatre, which he also operates.

racing

no

Ray Cresswell Drowns
In Fair mount Lake
Kansas City — Virgil Ray Cresswell, 21year-old son of Norris B. Cresswell, photographer and member of Variety Club,
29.
drowned
in Crisp Lake at Fairmount May
Ray returned here at Christmas time
from Spain, where he had fought for 15
months in the Abraham Lincoln brigade
for the Loyalists.
Efforts of physicians to revive young
Cresswell with the use of oxygen and
adrenalin failed. He had gone swimming
in the lake in the evening for the second
time. With him was Norris B. Cresswell
jr., his brother. Ray swam half way across
the lake and called for help. Norris jr.
dived in, but was unable to bring him out.
Others also entered the water in an attempt to rescue him. Tire fire department
recovered the body in 14 feet of water.

New

Contract

to Fenton

Hollywood — Metro has handed Leslie
Fenton a new contract as a director.
BOXOFFICE
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MINNEAPOLIS
gILLY

MICK, long a Twin City showman, in from Milwaukee. He’s distributing “When Germany Surrendered”
in Minnesota, North and South Dakota,
Montana and Idaho and was here working out a deal for a first-run. Picture did
a big ten days at the Alhambra, Milwaukee, and Mick says it’s sure-fire boxoffice
. . . Kay Green, who has made numerous
appearances at local niteries and theatres,
organizing another novelty band that will
combine magic and melody.
Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow included Guy Abbott, Arlington, S. D.;
Leon Bock, Sauk Rapids, Minn.; Al Inman, Fairfax, Minn.; A. M. Paulson,
Amery, Wis.; Walt Lower, Moose Lake,
Minn.; E. C. Conrad, Gaylord, Minn.; L. C.
Molitor, Stewart, Minn.; Harry Simon,
Walker, Minn.; George Schroeder , Mountain Lake, Minn.; Harvey Thorpe, Crosby,
Minn.; Leo Molitor, Lake Crystal and
Norwood, Minn.; C. C. Hackelman, Cannon Falls, Minn.; Bert Parsons, Spring field, Minn.; Freeman Parsons, Sauk Center, Minn.; Andy Anderson, Detroit Lakes,
Minn., and Don Buckley, Redwood Falls,
Minn.
Richard Arlen in from Hollywood to
be at the bedside of his 81 -year-old
mother who is gravely ill. He was interviewed over the ether by Merle Potter,
Journal film editor . . . George Weeks,
head of Monogram sales, expected here
shortly . . . Harold B. Johnson, Universal
branch manager, back from a trip into
southern Minnesota . . . Moe Levy, 20thFox district manager, off to Hamilton,
Ont., to visit his parents. From there he
goes to New York to discuss the next S.
R. Kent drive with Herman Wobber. Levy
is the S. R. Kent drive leader.

person
in game.
no uncertain
all
in the
Warner

Bros, has held several exhibitor

The Twin City Variety club charity
fund profited $15 from the Moe Levy testimonial dinner. That was the amount left
over after payment of all expenses. All
those who bought tickets to the affair
and were unable to attend were refunded
their $5 — a nice thing. They're still raving over the brilliant way Bill Elson
handled the toastmaster assignment . . .
W. A. Steffes, Allied States national convention chairman, is worried about the
music for the banquet the evening of
June 15. He had in mind a 35-piece symphony orchestra, but because the Minneapolis Symphony orchestra has a concert
scheduled and there’s a big St. Paul ice
show, utilizing a large number of musicians, the same night, he’s having difficulty in lining up outstanding fiddlers and
horn footers. It would entail too much
cost to bring in an outside aggregation
because stand-ins also would have to be
paid under such an arrangement — one
local musician for each of those brought
in. Suggestions of an equally suitable
form of other entertainment will be gratefully received by Steffes.
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Following the footsteps of other neighborhood houses, the new $160,000 St. Louis
Park Theatre goes to Bank Night once a
week. Considering adverse conditions, the
house has been doing a surprisingly good
business since its opening, although its
30 -cent admission is a nickel higher than
that of other independent suburban
houses . . . Eleanor Johnson of 20 th-Fox
vacationing in northern Minnesota . . .
All the film salesmen came in over the
Decoration Day holiday . . . It’s two weeks
away, but Donald Schwartz, Warner Bros,
booker, already has started getting ready
for his vacation.
A. Selby Carr, Paramount advertising
department head, is spending his vacation
fishing in northern Minnesota . . . Maurie
Abrams, M-G-M exploiteer, was in Brainerd and Alexandria, Minn., working on
“Hardys Ride High.” Picture did a swell
business at the State here and has moved
over to the Century for a second loop
week . . . Elizabeth Knight of M-G-M a
bride and has resigned to make her home
with her hubby in northern Minnesota
. . . “Hy” Chapman, Columbia branch
manager, visited Duluth and northern
Minnesota accounts.
“Union Pacific” is goaling ’em throughout the whole territory. It enjoyed two
big weeks in Minneapolis, ran 13 days in
La Crosse, Wis., and a full week in Fergus
Falls, Minn. It has held over in virtually
every situation, despite poor general trade
conditions . . . Ralph Cramblet, United
Artists exchange manager, attended a
sales conference in New York.

fam i y
or efo name.. .

HOTEL MASK TWAIN
Travelers acclaim the fine food in
the two modern restaurants - the
Steamboat Cabin Coflee Shop and
the Old English Tap Room - they
praise the friendly atmosphere and
fine service - and they never forget
the modern rooms and the IDEAL
LOCATION of the Mark Twain.

300 ROOMS

A2

Northwest Allied heads plenty burned up
because a certain district manager put
thumbs down on an advertisement to be
inserted by the manager and salesmen of
his company’s local exchange in the program for the Allied States’ national convention here June 13-15, extending best
wishes to the exhibitors. Every other exchange here took advertisements, so that
this particular action set all the worse
with the Allied officers who are voicing
their opinion of the district manager in

Well, it’s

screenings of “Juarez” and raves for this
one are heard on every hand. Its “Confessions of a Nazi Spy” won acclaim on every
hand, too, but bowed out of the Orpheum
after four light days . . . Irving Gillman
advertised free admission for all gold-star
mothers to his Time Theatre Decoration
Day. A nice gesture.

Mother of Irwin Good, 20 th-Fox cashier,
passed away at Ida Grove, la. . . . Hotel
reservations already have been made for
Harry Cohn and Jimmy Grainger, Columbia and Republic heads, for the Allied
States national convention here June
13-15. They’re just a few of the many
notables who’ll be on hand for the affair
. . . Universal’s boxoffice smash, “East
Side of Heaven,” goes into the State here
June 16 . . . Larry Klein and Bill Winters,
RKO office manager and salesman, respectively, driving new cars . . . Grandpa
Sol Lebedoff, independent exhibitor,
proudly displaying around Filmrow those
one-year-old triplets born to his sow,
Marty, also an exhibitor. They’re husky
lads and no wonder Sol swells with pride
when he shows them off.

terms.

T. V. LOR AN, Mgr

ST. LOUIS
ONE

OF THE ALBERT

PICK HOTELS
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Griffith-Dickinson Opens
Kansan at Parsons , Kas.
gICK call is the most prevalent topic of
conversation on Theatre Row, two regulars back on their pins after hospitalization and operations — Charles Arburn, at
the Varsity, and Mrs. Avis Ruherford, who
is Bob Livingston’s office manager . . .
Joe Scott, in town with his frau this week,
says the English are all right if they just
wouldn’t make
Bard, wherever
George Monroe
to Washington
suit framed by

pictures . . . Note to Cal
he may be: Looks like
sr„ is going to be called
to testify in the majors
the D. of J.

Midget auto races cure scheduled for
every Friday night here at the Fairgrounds.
Makes a brutal film house competition on
usual picture opening day. Drew 4,000 the
first night ... Man who usually put up
the skating rink for the show business’
annual skateroo here, miffed about something, refuses the hall this year. Committee is arranging for another floor . . .
Frank Hollingsworth has been a caller this
week, coming up from Beatrice after the
gift decision by the attorney general.

is torn between being a landlord, a theatre
manager, and a construction engineer in
Hastings . . . Note to Ed Schoenthal in
Sweden-Holdrege: Greta Garbo just started another picture . . . Most of the state’s
showmen are still at loss to figure why
Bill Diers, one of their own boys, raised
the roof and voted against the anti-free
film amendment in the fair trade act in
the legislature here.
M. E. Lofgren only had 12 or 13 things
happen to cause him misery when the
annual “old sweethearts” party was set —
little things like switching bookings, changing dates, disgruntled sponsors, etc. . . .
Ed Vaughan met a real high pressure
salesman this week when going to buy a
suit. Guy ripped his coat down the back
with one hand and reached in his pocket
for the money with the other — so he says
. . . Frank Roberts is peeking at figures
on J. H. Cooper’s business here, having
moved in from Colorado . . . Vincent DiFeore has only been seen once by Boxoffice

since he landed

in town.

Ray “Bullhead” Holtz hasn’t reported on
the fish situation in Fairbury lately . . .
The boys are telling around here that
Nevins Lynn has a date with that old longlegged bird in Kearney . . . Orville Rennie

How to risk your life: Go to a softball
game with Bob Livingston and Howard
Federer. They accuse men with ballbats
in their hands of being sissies and wearing hair ribbons.

National Variety Club

Monroe Returns From

To Fete Flanagan

Washington Hearing

Kansas

special delegation

of officers

of the Variety Clubs of America will come
to Omaha on June 26 to give a testimonial
dinner and award the club’s annual national humanitarian award to Msgr. Edward J. Flanagan, head of the boys’ home
bearing his name.
Included in the delegation here will be
John H. Harris of Pittsburgh, chief
barker; R. J. O’Donnell of Dallas, national
chairman, and John J. Maloney of Pittsburgh, representing the “Heart of Variety.”
The Flanagan boys’ home was the locale
for “Boys Town,” topnotch picture made
last year by Metro. Many of the shots
were taken here and Spencer Tracy won
an Academy Award for his work in the
picture. Later, Tracy sent the award to
Father Flanagan.
Boys Town, Neb., actually is a town by
itself about ten miles west of Omaha. It
has its own council, police and fire department manned by boys, its own post
office.
Joe Jacobs of General Outdoor Advertising has been named general chairman
of the affair by Harry J. Shumow, Metro
boss here and chief barker of the Omaha
Variety Club. Assisting Jacobs will be
Evert R. Cummings, Tri-States district
manager; John J. Gillin of Radio Station
WOW; Jack Epstein of the Epstein circuit; Leon Dizon, Warner salesman, and
Edward Shafton, attorney connected with
the industry.
A civic committee of local bigwigs also
has been named.
58-B

Lincoln — George

O. Monroe

sr„ mana-

ger of the Colonial, and formerly interested in several theatre properties in Nebraska, has returned from Washington
and New York where he tendered his bit
for the department of justice in the case
against the majors.
Monroe’s offering of evidence was in
his deal with the A. H. Blank-Paramount
partnership over the Rivoli in Hastings,
Neb., a row which brewed for many
months. He indicated both he and his
son, George jr., probably will be called
east again to testify when and if the case
comes to trial.

Film Actress Jean Muir
Visits Drake U Professor
Des

Moines — Jean

actress, made a quiet
for one day last week
Bledsoe, an assistant
University. Miss Muir
from the east coast.

Muir,

motion

picture

stop in Des Moines
to visit William A.
professor at Drake
drove to Hollywood

Bledsoe, a bachelor, said he and miss
Muir are “old friends.” They became acquainted when he was working in Hollywood, where he was associated with the
Actors Guild. Bledsoe was formerly connected with the government resettlement
administration and a former member of
the economics department of Beloit college in Wisconsin. He came to Drake last
year to take charge of marketing in the
college of commerce and finance.

Griffith-Dickinson

Attending the opening from Filmrow
were Jack Gregory, Altec; Ralph Scherzer,
Monogram; E. C. Leeves of Central Theatre Supply; Ray Higdon, and others. From
Griffith-Dickinson were: R. E. Griffith,
Dallas; H. J. Griffith, Kansas City; Glen
W. Dickinson, Kansas City; Ralph Kiefer,
Harold Harris, and R. H. Montgomery and
Ted Siler of Independence, Kas.
Circuit Offices Moved
To 3525 Broadway
Kansas

City —

Back

The

Griffith-Dickinson

Theatres, Inc., has moved its home offices from 5903 Woodson Road, Johnson
County, Kas., where located the past six
months, to 3525 Broadway, former Dickinson location. Temporarily, the circuit’s
offices are on the north third floor, but
will be moved to the south side after remodeling. Renovations will include sound
proofing, air conditioning, insulation. The
offices will be about 50 per cent larger
than formerly.

Paul

Kelly to Lawrence;

Ferguson
Kansas

Omaha — A

City — The

Theatres, Inc., has reopened the Kansan,
formerly the Dickinson, at Parsons, Kas.
Following the opening, the circuit was host
to several members of the industry from
here and to civic and business leaders of
Parsons at a dinner in the Faye Hotel.

at Osawatomie
City — Paul

Kelly,

formerly

at

Osawatomie, Kas., for the Griffith-Dickinson Theatres, Inc., now is managing the
Varsity, Lawrence, Kas. R. L. Ferguson is
manager at Osawatomie now.

Barrett Sells Out After
Operating
Kansas

27 Years

City — H. H. “Doc”

Barrett

has

sold the Ritz Theatre in suburban Kansas
City to Harry A. Beynon. Beynon, long
a Kansas City business man, has not been
identified with the theatre business for
some years. At one time, however, he was
connected with exhibition in Chicago.
“Doc”

Barrett

temporarily

is retiring

from the show business after 27 years’
association with it, all of them in Kansas
City. He is planning a vacation trip until
July 1, when he will return to Kansas City
for a short period, and then will again
“be off” on vacation.
“Doc” has operated the Ritz since 1925.
At that time he took over both the Ritz
and the Colonial. The latter he sold in
1931. He entered the film business when
he took over the Eastern Theatre in 1912.
It was located in the building now occupied by Associated Publications, publishers
of Boxoffice. After operating the house
two years, he sold it, but returned six
years later and reopened it as the Maple.
At one time or another “Doc” has operated
the St. John, the Broadmour (now the
Vogue) , the Murray, the Mozart across
from the Ritz.
BOXOFFICE
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Says Admission Cuts Not
Trade Problem Answer
Omaha— Admission

These Columnists Have
Plugging Ways

price is not the an-

swer to the exhibitor’s problems
opinion of Keith Wilson, Omaha
Herald critic.

in the
World-

Wilson disagrees with suggestions by a
national film columnist that admission
prices should be lowered.
“A partial explanation of poor movie
business, it seems to me,” Wilson told
Boxoffice,

“is that

cover them

all.”

there

are

too

Wider Variety of Films
Stressed by Gillham

many

pictures being made, that the admission
dollar cannot be stretched far enough to

Kansas

Moines — Theatres here can't advertise Bank Night in the state editions

Des

of the Register and Tribune because of
Tribune
postal restrictions, but a
columnist could get away with it in all
editions.
It was done
the Des Moines
being

driven

way

home

past

the

the

theatre
hospital

on

her

after

a

serious surgical operation. She wanted
her name
on the list in time for the
drawings.

As an example of the wider range of
new screen material, Gillham cited several
problems.”
forthcoming Paramount releases: “Beau
Geste,” "Our Leading Citizen,” starring
Bob Burns: “Invitation to Happiness,” starring Fred MacMurray and Irene Dunne:
“Heaven on a Shoestring," and “What a

“I agree that today’s pictures are good,
that about one out of four is well worth
seeing.”
The columnist

advocating

lower prices

had said the average family can’t afford
movie tickets at current prices.
“Now, if the exhibitor could be sure
that the average family would go to the
movies once a week, he would indeed be a
happy business man, for that would mean
his receipts would increase about 50 per
cent,” Wilson said.
How to accomplish that desirable situation was something Wilson forgot to tell
Boxoffice

!

Roberts,

Kansas

auditor

Merle

Potter,

Ralph Scherzer, who has been booker,
will continue in that capacity, and will
ity. care of sales in Kansas City and vicintake

:: June

During his three-day stay here Gillham
visited the Boxoffice offices and plant.
Carl Krueger, also from Paramount, was
in town briefly this week on his way
toLife.”
Waukegan, 111., where he will make arrangements for the world premiere of Jack
Benny’s “Man About Town” which opens
there June 25.
Gillham is the son of the late Robert
Gillham, widely known engineer who was
president of the Kansas City park board
and after whom Robert Gillham road is
named.

Outstate Minnesota Area
Increasingly Unionized
Minneapolis — Booth

Spanish Students Sponsor
Spanish Film Showing
Moines — Spanish

students

Traffic Management
Lincoln — Picture

The picture, “Jalisco Never Loses,” was
made in Mexico. It was shown at North
High School at 3:30 p. m., and at Roosevelt High at 7:30 p. m.
students

at Drake

University

and at St. Joseph’s Academy also cooperated. It was the first time a foreign
language film had been presented in the
public school system in Des Moines.

Des

Moines

—

Walter

J. F. Peckenpaugh

Lohman

as

booker

this!

When Barney Oldfield, Sunday Journal
and Star columnist, set out for his recent
two weeks vacation in New York, Joe Scott,
the 20th-Foxer, asked him as a favor to
pick up matchpads for a friend of his who
was saving them.
Scribe came back proudly showing a
half a suitcasefull from all the dives,
clubs, swank-huts, eateries, danceries, etc.,
the bulk of them gleaned from Broadway
spots.
Payoff is that the kid Scott wanted
for, lives in New York.

Peckenpaugh to Succeed
Lohman at Monogram
succeed

in the

at East,

Journal

Spanish

operations

smaller towns throughout the territory are
being unionized. Several instances of
stench bombings have been reported in
connection with theatre labor trouble.

and Roosevelt high schools sponsored a Spanish film Wednesday last week
as a practical tryout of their knowledge
of the language.

exhibitors,” wrote Potter.
“You’d think everyone of them was just
about a jump and a half ahead of the relief rolls. The other day while in the
club I heard about the exhibitor who kept
two overcoats. One was old, ragged, with
a great rent up the back. That was the
one he wore whenever he walked into a
film exchange to buy pictures for his
theatre. The other coat was a perfectly
good, expensive garment.
“And Harold B. Johnson, manager for
Universal pictures in this district, claims
with all earnestness that one day an exhibitor turned up on Filmrow, buying pictures in his bare feet! He just couldn’t
afford shoes, times were that tough!
“Confidential note: Members of the
Variety Club, most of whom operate theatres, throw the most sumptuous parties

BOXOFFICE

circuits and most of

North

film editor, took cognizance of exhibitors’
squawks when he commented in his
column about the hard luck stories overheard by him at the Twin City Variety
Club where many of the boys congregate.
“I don’t know of any way you can get
more fun out of life than to sit around
the Variety Club in the Nicollet Hotel and
listen to the wailings of motion picture

given in this town.”

the

with

Indoor Sport
—

manager

M. G. Shackelford, formerly with Monogram, and prior to that with Republic,
will handle Wichita and a majority of the
Kansas territory.

Des

Minneapolis

Desch,

B. G. Nicolay will continue as cashier,
and Alice Clever and Ruth Toler as secretaries.

the J. H. Cooper Enterprises in Colorado,
has been moved here and is working in
the new JHCE main office at the Lincoln. He’s assisting Paramount’s representative on the scene, Vincent DiFeore.

An

City — Douglas

Desch will handle
Missouri.

Cooper Moves Auditor
Roberts to Lincoln
Lincoln — Frank

's
Desch s Maps
Setupgram
City Mono
Kansa
of Monogram, this week announced
new sales setup for the exchange.

interest in mo-

Repetitious plots are out, the advertising head said. “The public has tired of
seeing the same stories told over and over
— the same wacky comedies, the same musicals and the same stories of juvenile

by telling the story of
woman who insisted on

from

City — A renewed

tion pictures because of a greater variety of stories was predicted by Robert
Gillham, director of publicity and advertising for Paramount, who visited here
on his way to the coast in advance of the
Paramount sales convention.

will

at

Monogram Film exchange. Lohman resigned and will leave for Chicago soon,
according to F. E. Judd, manager.
Peckenpaugh has been in the industry
since 1914 when he was associated with
Mutual. He handled the picture “The
Kaiser, the Beast of Berlin” in this territory, and was office manager of Universal under Dan Ledermann in Des
Moines. He was also booker, office manager, and later salesman for Pathe here.
Peckenpaugh has been out of the film
business for several years.

K. C. Orpheum
Kansas

City — The

them

Closed

Orpheum

Theatre

closed Thursday night for the summer.
The RKO house will reopen in the fall, according to present plans, Robert Haley,
manager, said. Many other houses in the
circuit are being shuttered for the season.

Betas Like Olivia
Lincoln — Sam

Clark,

Warner

p. a., got

over a nice trick with the Beta Theta

Pi

fraternity here. Betas selected Olivia DeHavilland as the gal, to a man, they’d like
most of all the single film stars to marry.
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SUCCESSFUL

SHOWMANSHIP

Sees Advantages of Duals Not
Commensurate With Costs
By B. O. TELLER
Kansas

City — Not long ago a local first-

run house ran two features. In the first
film an actress died;
the same

player miraculously came to
life to play a part in
the second film. This
blow to the credulity
and illusion of the
audience is only one
of the many things
that can happen in
the doubling of feature pictures.
More
JAY

ME AIN S

recently exhibitors have been

doubling “Idiot’s Delight” and “Wings of the Navy.” Ordinarily two such strong films would be a
good combination. But in this case one
picture, “Idiot’s Delight,” makes of airplanes lethal instruments of a powerful
and sinister nature. In the other film
airplanes are symbols of national courage and pride. A shudder and a “yippee!”
are two emotional flavors that don’t mix.
Which leads to the query, are there
any general rules for booking two features on the same program? The question won’t seem so important to exhibitors who don’t believe that doubles are
here to stay. Whether they are or not is
anybody’s guess. But they have been
common practice for four or five years,
and it is certain that they will continue
to be for some time to come. So this
scribe called on Jay Means of the Oak
Park, Kansas City, to discuss the whole
problem of doubles and booking them. Mr.
Means has shown double feature programs
for over four years, and while he doesn’t
like them, and thinks that a return to
single bills would be the biggest thing that
could happen to the industry, he has gone
about the booking of double features carefully and as intelligently as possible.
Seeks

Diversity

Combining two feature length films is
a good deal more of a job than in the good
old days of singles, Mr. Means thinks. One
general rule is to avoid putting together
two pictures that are similar in content
and tone.
“The idea we have is to appeal to one
class of patrons with a dramatic film, to
another with a comedy,” said Mr. Means.
“If we were singling and using only the
so-called ‘finest’ product, we should appeal to one class of movie-goers with a
program; with two films we try to appeal
to that class with one film and to another
class with the second. Of course, many
times we are limited in combinations by
the availability of product. Occasionally
two pictures of like type will do a fair
business, but this is the exception, and
not the rule.
“Another general rule is to put one good
picture on each of the two changes we

58-D

have a week. We don’t always follow
this, however. If we have available two
outstanding pictures and feel that we can
hold them a week, we put both on the
program. The rule is flexible, however.
We can decide as we go along whether
to hold them a week or just an extra day
or two and then play two weak pictures
the remaining two or three days of the

Occupied
Omaha — Walt

Moon

Theatre

Bradley,

who

runs

the

at Neligh, Neb., is a busy,

busy man!
In addition to being an exhibitor, he is
park commissioner, head of the baseball
association, president of the chamber of
commerce, director of the NYA branch,
head of the fire department, boy scout
chairman. Fourth of July celebration
chairman, area pheasant raising majordomo and city recreational head. In his
spare time, he paints and does electrical
work to while away his time.
Says Mrs. Bradley; “And
dishes after every meal!”

he dries the

period.
Avoids

Duplication

“As a rule I don’t like two big pictures
together. What usually happens is that
we get a big bulge of business the first
two days, so big that we can’t handle all of
it, and then it tapers off. The practice
of using one big picture and one fair picture will average out over a period with
the two big pictures.
“We watch the combinations of pictures
that have been used by theatres that play
ahead of the Oak Park. With a big No. 1
film we like to combine a picture that
hasn’t been used with that film by prior
runs. Our experience has been that this
plan will draw more patronage than if we
follow the same combination.
“The

problem presented by patrons already having seen one of the films we are
offering on a double bill is one about
which little can be done. If patrons have
seen the No. 1 film, it is unlikely they will
be attracted by the second feature anyWhen “Snow White” came out there was
a lot of publicity on Walt Disney and his
cartoons.
“Wells Fargo” also was current
atway.”
the time. Instead of putting with
“Wells Fargo” another fair picture and
having a double bill of the usual kind,
Means took the Disney Academy Award
shorts and ran them with “Wells Fargo.”
The combination gave the Oak Park its
best gross in five years. It held for a
week. Surprisingly, no one else used the
idea. The fact that the group of Disney
shorts ran less time than a feature made
a briefer program and enabled a quicker
turnover, which in itself led to more business.
More

Women

Patrons

“Some combinations that we thought
would prove appealing haven’t worked out.
One of these was ‘Tropic Holiday’ and
‘Rage of Paris.’ The radio stars in the
first picture are so much on the air that
the edge of their appeal for movie audiences is gone, and the star of the second,
Darrieux, wasn’t well enough known at
that time to attract.”
In the four or five years that Mr. Means
has been using doubles at the Oak Park
there has been a ten per cent shift in
patronage. Today approximately that
many more women are attending the theatre, approximately that many less men.
The proportion used to run about 60-40,
women predominating. It now is about
70-30. Business in that period has not
changed much.
“Doubles have hurt male patronage.

"Tillie the Toiler " Series
Started by Republic
Hollywood — The

trend

toward

series of

films taken from pen-and-ink cartoon creations in the nation’s newspapers was given
another substantial impetus with the announcement by Republic that it has acquired screen rights to “Tillie the Toiler,”
the comic strip by Russ Westover, and
will immediately launch a nation-wide
search to find an actress for the title role
in a projected series.
“Tillie” thus is added to the lineup which
includes Columbia’s “Blondie,” Warner’s
“The Adventures of Jane Arden,” Monoing.
gram’s “Tailspin Tommy” and the “Dick
Tracy” serials which Republic is produc-

They don’t like double bills — women will
comeit. anyway,” is the way Mr. Means looks
at
“Ordinarily women are more articulate
when they have complaints than are men.
But here we get more complaints from
men. Giving premiums to women has had
some effect on this shift. Today, even
after 8 o’clock, when we quit giving out
premiums, the greater percentage of women continues.
“Doubles have helped increase the attendance of children,” Means commented.
“They like double features. Every Saturday afternoon, when a special program
is given them, we ask them from the
stage which of the two pictures they liked
the better. This has been done several
years. It has come to the point now that
before we can complete the question, they
On
have
yell,
cent;

the theatre operating side, doubles
increased costs from 10 to 15 per
‘Both!’”
lights, cooling system, heat, operator, etc., due to the longer running time
of the double feature program. Their use
has upped film costs from 25 to 35 per
cent. Naturally this cuts the margin of
profit. The added business resulting from
doubles just about pays for these extra
costs so that, economically, the theatre
is just about where it was before doubles
came in. Increased cost of film and reduced frequency of turnover definitely
limits the theatre’s possibilities.
The patron, Mr. Means feels, has suffered. He is overfed and now is a oncea-week customer instead of a twice-aweek one.
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Legislative Resume
Next Week
Pittsburgh — A resume of the Pennsylvania legislative session will be
published
No

laws

on

these

seriously

pages

next

week.

affecting

the

indus-

try were believed passed at adjournment. The state printing office was
rushing

publication

records,

histories,

of hundreds
etc., at press

of acts,
time.

ITOO Warns Against
Tax Evasion Buying
Columbus — -Ohio theatre owners are
warned by P. J. Wood, ITOO secretary, to
do their equipment buying within the
state. It appears that instances have
been discovered where theatre owners have
bought their supplies outside of the state
thinking to evade the Ohio three per cent
sales tax.
Auditors of the Ohio Tax Commission
have

been examining the accounts of exhibitors to ascertain who have been buying
supplies and accessories out of the state.
Many exhibitors, after these audits, have
been compelled to pay not only the tax
but also an additional 15 per cent penalty,
Wood points out.

700 More

Seats for the

Liberty , McKeesport
McKeesport, Pa. — Plans have been completed for extensive remodeling of the
Liberty Theatre whereby the capacity will
be increased from 1,000 to 1,700, according to A1 Weiss, manager.
Actual work will be under way June 16
with construction of a new booth on the
third floor of the building, and the theatre
will be closed July 5 when the interior
alterations will be started. Part of the
lobby will be utilized for auditorium seating space and a new larger steel and concrete balcony will replace the present balcony. Architect for the project is Joseph
B. Smithyman.
The theatre, one of the Joseph Weiss
Theatres, will be reopened Labor Day, according to present plans. Cost of the
modernization is estimated at $30,000.

Comuntzis-Sallows Fete
May Attract Over 300
Morgantown, W. Va. — More than 300
friends of George Comuntzis and George
Sallows are expected to attend a testimonial banquet in their honor Monday
evening, June 5, the event celebrating
their Silver Anniversary in the theatre
business. George Silvers and his Silver
Anniversary Orchestra will feature the
musical program.
ITO of W. Va. meets Monday afternoon
at the Morgan Hotel, with the delegates
remaining for the testimonial banquet in
the evening.
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Combine

Leaders

"To Inspect
Detroit

— While

Television

admitting

that

the

group visited “nearly all home offices” of
the distributing companies and discussed
film rentals “informally in conversations,”
Carl Buermele, general manager, contends
the prime reason for the visit of seven
Cooperative Theatres of Michigan officials and directors to New York was to
study

television.

“Our principal objective in going east,”
he says, “was to inspect the subject of
television. We went to the exhibits at the
World’s

Pair

and

were

Went

very

much

im-

Beside Buermele, the group comprised
Barney
pressed.” Kilbride, Lew Wisper, William
Kaplan, Charles Komer, Fred DeLodder
and Fred DeLodder jr.
No effort, says Buermele, was made to
secure better prices on pictures, either on
remaining contracts or on new season
contracts. His admission of “informal
conversations” on rental terms includes
the observation that the talks will serve
as background in negotiations
exchange managers.

with

local

“The visits to the film offices were only
incidental,” Buermele declares, “and chiefly to give some of the members who have

never

become

East
”
acquainted

in

the

home

offices a chance to meet officials there.”
On television, says the Cooperative manager:
“It is going to be a real source of worry
to us in about five years. The pictures we
saw were very clear. The only difficulty
is that there is about a 50-mile limit, and
the pictures cannot be large enough for a
theatre screen yet — the largest ones we
saw were about ten by twelve inches, and
machines for this could be set up in a
theatre lobby now.
“We are not worried about it now, and
are not going to start for a few years. It
is hard to figure what to do, because it is
too early to make any plans.
“I think the picture industry is going
to control television. Perhaps a program
of one television feature or short along

with the regular
tion.

program

will be the solu-

“We know that it is practical, but larger
pictures will have to be developed. Even
if they devise some way of throwing it on
a big screen today, it probably would magnify so many things that are not yet perfect that the big size would be undesir-

Unfavorable Neely Bill Pennsylvania Makes
able.”
Chain
Tax Appeal
Report Denied Print
Pittsburgh — Testimony before the interstate commerce subcommittee on Senate Bill No. 280, as revealed in the government publication, shows that the

Harrisburg — The state has appealed to
the supreme court to uphold its tax on
chain stores and theatres, designed to raise

Pittsburgh Press editor, E. T. Leech, refused publication of a column unfavorable

$1,500,000 a year for teachers’ salaries. Appeal was from a decision by the Dauphin

to the “anti-compulsory block booking”
measure which was submitted by Mrs.
Florence Fisher Parry, columnist here for
more than 15 years. Mrs. Parry appeared
before the committee in Washington in
April and she submitted her column from
there

but because of the “highly controversial subject” her column was killed by
Leech who stated the article made “partisans rather than reporters” of the Press
staff. Mrs. Parry’s testimony occupies
more than eight pages.
At the hearing on the same bill several
years ago when Mrs. Parry appeared
against the measure she wrote a series of
articles unfavorable to the bill which were
accepted and published by the same paper.

More

Paramount

Boosts

Cleveland —
After Paramount announced promotions and changes in its
local sales force, the promotion germ hit
the ad sales department. John Scott, local
ad sales manager, has been promoted to
the

same position in the Chicago
mount office. And Melvin Barrett

Paramoves

up from assistant ad sales manager in
Pittsburgh to succeed Scott in Cleveland.

county
Hargest

court declaring the tax law unconstitutional. President Judge William M.
held that taxation

of taxable

jects “unlawfully discriminate
Former

deputy

attorney

Y. Scott, who argued
fore the high court,
them.”
ranging from $1 for a
for stores in chains of

sub-

between

general,

John

the state’s case becontended the tax,
single store to $500
more than 500, was

not a form of graduated tax. Chief Justice John W. Kephart reminded Scott the
court

already had decided, in the Philadelphia income tax case, that a graduated
tax was unconstitutional. Scott cited the
statement of Justice Owen J. Roberts of
the U. S. supreme court, in the Indiana
chain store tax case, holding “there is a
clear distinction between one owner operating many stores, and many owners
operating one store each, and the legislature may make this distinction the subject of taxation.”
Scott
said the Pennsylvania legislature,
in 1937, set up 12 classifications for taxing
the stores. He held also that the law in
reality levied “two separate taxes — one
chain stores and one on theatres.”

on
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Neely Bursts Into Oratory
Endeavor

to Speed

Washington — A Senate vote on block
booking legislation, passed by that body
last year but lost in the House, was seen
this week as probable as a result of “bonfire” tactics adopted by Senator Neely of
West Virginia to get action on his bill.
Adopting the same procedure which was
successful in getting hearings on the bill,
Neely called up his motion to dismiss the
committee from further consideration of
the measure and in a bitter attack on the
committee

outlined the “unpardonable, inexcusable and disgraceful” delay which
has prevented a vote.

whom we shall serve. On the roll call, let
us vote for the people; for the redress of
their wrongs; for the preservation of their
rights, and the promotion of the welfare

in

Bill
vealed and concealed,

than

the

hero

of

Pilgrim’s Progress encountered on his slow
and painful journey from earth to Heaven.
A blindfolded, crippled snail on crutches
could have traveled further in Purgatory
in six seconds than this bill has traveled
in six months.”
Appealing to the

Senate

to help

him

“drag, pull, haul or shake” the bill out of
committee, he urged adoption of his motion to “bring this proposed legislation
forth from the subcommittee’s prison
house as Lazarus was brought forth from

Virginia

the“The
tomb.”multibillionaire moving picture
trust is one side of this question and the

solon told the Senate: “This bill has been
bedeviled with more opposition: both re-

American people are on the other,” he
said. “Let us this day righteously choose

Fast Time Measure
Killed in Committee

Dime Drop at Fox in
Detroit With Duals

Bursting

into oratory, the West

Cleveland — In

the

council

chamber,

crowded with representatives of the motion picture industry and local labor unions, the legislative committee of the city
council

unanimously voted to kill a proposed daylight saving ordinance. So persuasive were the arguments against the
ordinance and so weak the arguments in
its favor that even Councilman James S.
Hudec, who introduced it, voted against it.
Those who gave audible arguments
against

daylight saving in Cleveland included Thomas A. Lenehan, secretary of

the Cleveland
ton W. Krasy,

Federation of Labor; Milpresident of the Cleveland

Federation of Musicians: Harland Holmden, vice-president of the IATSE ; Ernest
Schwartz, president of the Cleveland

Detroit — The Fox Theatre is dropping
prices an average of a dime, with the advent of straight double feature bills, replacing stage shows and single features.
New prices have a top of 55 cents, in
effect generally evenings. Matinee price,
to 6:30 p. m., Monday through Friday, is
30 cents. Price to 5:00 p. m. Saturdays
and to 1:00 p. m., Sundays is 40 cents,
with a quarter admission for children at
all times.

Change at Glennville, W. Va.
Pittsburgh — Bruce Haney has retired
as operator of the Lyric Theatre, Glennville, W. Va., and the new manager is Arthur B. Crissman.

MPEA; Secretary G. W. Erdmann, speaking for the independent theatre owners of
Cleveland,

and J. M. Berne, attorney, representing the affiliated theatres.
The only proponent for the measure was
A. J. Oliver, representing a group of some
500 people
tion.

who

are interested

Anderson

Pa., and

Operations of these theatres will be under the management of Anderson, who
makes his headquarters at Kingwood, W.
Va. Walter B. Urling retains his interests
in the Penova company.
GO

before

this body

al-

has been piled up, the hearings
covering 651 pages.
He

took

the

Senate

this year

through

all the

maneuvers of the bill since he last reintroduced it January 4, relating the impossibility of securing a report from the committee without hearings, the difficulty of
getting

a

date

for

hearings

until

he

threatened floor action, and the impossibility since of getting consideration.
Neely charged that Senator Barkley of
Kentucky, a member of the sub-committee,
was responsible for having hearings although he attended but one of the 13 sessions. However, Neely added, Barkley
found time to attend the Kentucky Derby
even

if he was too busy to listen to motion picture arguments. Himself in constant attendance, the only other member

of the subcommittee to conscientiously attend the hearings was Republican Senator White of Maine, he said.
Barkley,

suggesting

he

had

as

much

right to attend the Derby when the Senate was in session as Neely had to go
home
voted

over weekends, pointed out that he
for the bill last year, but added he

“may

or may

not”

up Telling
again. the Senate

vote for it if it comes
he could not vote for

Neely’s motion, he suggested that Senator
Wheeler of Montana, chairman of the interstate commerce committee, could call
the

full committee together if the subcommittee failed to act, and Senator
Wheeler agreed to take some action along
that line before the end of the month.
Neely expressed himself content with that
assurance and asked that his motion be
suspended, announcing, however, that he
would call it up again if there was further
delay in moving the bill.

commonwealth in a
search for “Miss
Pennsylvania,” the final contest of which
will be staged in Pittsburgh, July 20. “Miss
America” finals in the Showmen’s Variety
Jubilee at Atlantic City will be held from
September 5 to 11, according to George
D. Tyson, local Harris theatre executive,
who, as executive director, devotes four

of

a thea-

been

local theatrical booker, has been authorized to organize elimination contests throughout the

the Alpine circuit has purchased the holdings of George C. Davis in the Penova
Theatre Co., including the Brighton, New
Brighton, Pa.; New Lincoln, Chester, W.
Va.; Strand, Zelienople,
tre at Salineville, Ohio.

have

most continuously for more than 11 years.”
A number of hearings have been held
on the matter in that period, he said, and
a record of more than 1,800 printed pages

Search
by D'Carlo
Pittsburgh— Don D’Carlo,

Anderson Buys Interest
In Penova Theatre Co.
A.

bills that

" Miss Pennsylvania "

in naviga-

It is generally conceded that the council will duplicate the vote of its legislative committee.

Pittsburgh — Charles

of all that is dear to their hearts.”
Neely called the attention of the Senate “to a most extraordinary series of facts
and circumstances concerning the bill
which is, in substance, identical with other

World

Fairing —

E. C. Beatty, president and treasurer
of the Butterfield circuit in Michigan
with headquarters in Detroit, arid Jules
Levy, RKO general sales manager, in
the RKO exhibitor reception suite at
the New

York

World’s

Fair.

months each year to the “Miss America”
eliminations. Pennsylvania state finals will
be held before the Lions International
convention at the William Penn here.

Loeb Adapts "Holiday”
Hollywood — Lee Loeb is adapting
waiian Holiday” for Universal.
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Ohio ITO Prepares
Tax Suit Defense
Columbus — At a special meeting of the
Ohio ITO board of directors it was decided
to arrange for legal representation as regards the two recent lawsuits against the
Ohio tax commission covering exemption
of film rentals from sales tax payment.
P. J. Wood,

secretary

of the

ITO,

an-

nounced over the weekend, “this organization, realizing the importance and seriousness of the litigation, has retained Carlton
S. Dargusch, formerly vice-chairman of
the Ohio tax commission, and considered
the leading authority on Ohio tax matters,
as counsel to protect the interests of our
members.”

Columbus — Seven

Ohio

houses

will un-

dergo “face-lifting” operations early this
summer. They are: the New and Olentangy, Columbus; Bill Skirball’s Forums
in Massillon and Bryan; Morrison, Alli-

the American

St., have announced their engagement. No wedding date has been set.
“Mel” Barrett is the son of Mrs. Leonard
Finkelhor of Alderson Court Apartments
. . . Lou Padolf, former RKO
salesman
who has been an exhibitor at St. Marys,
W. Va., and Leipsic, Ohio, for the past
several years, has returned to the film
sales fold, having rejoined RKO
at the
Detroit branch. He is working under our
old friend Jim Sharkey, covering the
Grand Rapids area and residing in Grand
Rapids.
the

Ritz.

Bros., the

Stanley

is presenting Wheeler and Johnny Perkins, with Marion Talley set for June 9
. . . Harry McCartney, president of the
Warner Bros. Bowling League and P. C.

Detroit — Recent releases by Brobuck,
Inc., commercial film producers, include
“The Right Angle,” for dealers of Dodge
trucks, and two more units — “The Plymouth Merchandising and Management
Program” — for the service department of
Chrysler, in a series designed to instruct
dealers how to increase service sales.

New

Elyria House

Elyria, Ohio — Construction of a new
theatre and mercantile building at East
Ave. and Broad St. is announced by John
Pekras, owner of Elyria’s three
The new house will seat 1,500.

McWilliams

theatres.

Boosted

Canton, Ohio — Appointment of R. C.
McWilliams as assistant manager of the
Palace here is announced by George A.
Delis, district manager of A. G. Constant
theatres.
BOXOFFICE
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Wil-

the other day. He books his various theatres from exchanges in Washington,
Cleveland, Cincinnati and Pittsburgh.
David

Kimelman

and

his

Paramount

staff depart June 4 for Los Angeles to
attend the company convention. Ed.
Stuve, Bob Caskey, George Elmo, Guy
Peterson, Charlie Mergen and Bob Clark
are making the trip with Kimelman.

branch, at the June 7-10 convention,
when he is inducted into the 100 per cent
Paramount Club for the eastern division.

“The

Desert Song,” his tenth
duction in this city in 17 years.

such

This award is for all-around achievement
and comes to young Clark as he is busily
engaged in taking large orders for ad
sales materials. He is the son of Duke
Clark, Paramount’s
manager.

Cleveland

branch

Andy Cherry, vet film man, was a Filmrow visitor the other day. He resides at

pro-

Clarksburg . . . Art Levy, Columbia manager, vacationed last weekend at the family home in Canada . . . The newly organ-

Hoel has moved his personal belonging from the Senator to the publicity
rooms of the new Harris Amusement companies offices in the William Penn Hotel,
to fill in for George D. Tyson, and Harry
D. Harris has moved into the Senator,

ized Arena Managers Ass’n, which has
elected John H. Harris as its first president, will coordinate bookings of skating
shows, hockey games, rodeos, circuses and
various attractions for Providence, Syracuse, New Haven, Philadelphia, Springfield, 111., Hershey, Pa., Cleveland, Boston
and Pittsburgh.

Ken

which inaugurated a split-week summer
policy of 15 cents to 6 p. m., and 25 cents
evenings .
Amusement

Releases

at

Green’s last Thursday evening, the event
officially closing the bowling season . . .

Auto Theatre Bows

Brobuck

convention

A special honor will be bestowed on Bob
Clark, ad sales manager of the local

the World’s Fair . . . What Pittsburgh
needs is a municipal open-air light opera
company, according to Frank W. Shea,
stage director for Lee and J. J. Shubert,
who was here to direct a production of

selected shorts making up the program, which is changed daily. Three
shows are offered nightly. Admission is
25 cents for adults, with no charge for
children.

Legion

liamsport in August. “Kel” is the delegate of the Variety Club Post of the
American Legion . . . H. Turner, who resides at Clarksburg, has closed the Lido
Theatre, Philippi, W. Va. . . . George C.
Davis, who has sold his interest in the
Penova Theatre Co., was here on business

Kleber, secretary -treasurer, presided at
the banquet and dance held at Major Bill

E. B. Morton, NTS, and Lew Lefton, Monarch, were on business in the West Virginia territory . . . Mort England has returned from a vacation spent in Philadelphia and New York where he took in

and

Erie exhibitor, tells us

of Beacon

ance; State, Galion, and Warner Bros.’
Strand, Akron. It is understood that the
Gustav Hirsch organization of Columbus
will construction the marquees.

Canton, Ohio — Boyer’s Auto Theatre,
first of the open-air type south of Cleveland, has been opened near Strasburg,
south of here, by Roland and Karl Boyer.
It can accommodate 450 automobiles. Policy is subsequent run films, one feature

Fairgraves,

he believes that C. C. Kellenberg and himself are the only members of the industry
in this area who are members of the 40
and 8. Fairgraves, a state officer of this
service organization, will be a delegate to

Following

Slate Front Redecoration
For Seven Ohio Houses

Frank

was prowho department
BARRETT,
S. from
moted
the ad sales
at the local Paramount exchange to manager of this department at the Cleveland
branch office, and Miss Ruth Gerson,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gerson

jyjELVIN

. . Bill Skirboll’s Cleveland
Co. has called it a season at

the Barry, with Mannie Greenwald, manager, closing the Penn Ave. house follow-

M.

E.

showman,

Hymes,
was

Buckhannon,

down

with

W.

Va.,

pneumonia

at

and

press time, and M. E. Sperling of Moundsville, W . Va., was laid up with the flu . . .
Mr. and Mrs. Saal Gottlieb hosted last

N. M. Katz, attorney for the MPTO
of
W. Pa., Die., and special deputy attorney
general, incoming district president of

Friday’s Family Night Party at the Variety Club which was attended by seventyfive Barkers, wives and friends. Highlight
of the evening was the presentation of a
(Continued on next page)

ing the engagement of “Boy
"Pirates of the Skies.”

Slaves,”

B’nai

B’rith, presided at a four-state convention of the fraternal order in the William Penn Hotel . . . M. N . Shapiro has
returned from Rochester, Minn., where he
checked up on his health and found an

If You Did BIG with

operation was unnecessary . He’s busy with
duties as Dough Guy for the Variety Club.
C.
West

C. Kellenberg hurried through the
Virginia territory with H. Rosenfeld,

20th-Fox’s special representative, from
Vienna, Austria, who will depart soon for
duties in South America . . . M. A. Rosenberg, president of the MPTO
of W. Pa.,
Inc., has accepted the invitation of the
ITO of W. Va., to address a special meeting of Mountain State exhibitors at Morgantown, Monday afternoon, June 5.

“WHITE
WOMAN”
You'll Clean
Up
With

“PICTURE BRIDES”

The

Tropics

Reveal Their
Lawless Love.

A "ROADSHOW"

Secrets

of

SPECIAL

Big Feature Rights
Exchanges, Inc.
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music — was presented on the stage, with
the ballet and orchestra combining forces.

'Americanism Week'
Featured at Fox

Film was “Only Angels Have Wings.”
Expressing the point of view in
public

Detroit — “Americanism Week” was featured at the Pox Theatre here for its
scheduled final week of stage shows this
season. Detroit’s Poppy Day, sponsored by
the American Legion and other veterans’
organization, gave it a good preview sendoff on Wednesday and Thursday with
plenty of poppy sellers working in front
of the theatre, as at other houses.
At

one o’clock on Memorial Day, special services were held in front of the

house

by the members

of Russell

Johnson

Theatrical Post of the Legion, who presented two large American flags to the
theatre.

These are being placed on permanent display in the lobby of the house.
Services were attended by officers of the
Legion, who presented two large American
flags to the theatre. These are being
placed on permanent display in the lobby
of the house. Services were attended by
officers of the Legion, Veterans of Foreign
Wars, and Daughters of the American
Revolution.
All persons, who have become citizens
of the country since May 1, were invited
to attend the show free by Managing Director David M. Idzal Presentation of
citizenship papers at the boxoffice rated
a free admission.
Building
“American

the

show

on

the

Fantasie” — to Victor

theme,

an

Herbert’s

IF YOUR

ploiting this week,
was:

Idzal’s message

(Continued

to the

Be thankful You’re FREE
to Enjoy the Good
Things of American
Life as You
Please. Celebrate YOUR LIBERTY
This Week
in Your Own
Way.
Attend Your Church. Buy Gifts for Your
Loved Ones. Go Motoring Out Into the Country.
Take a Deep Breath and Enjoy the Free Sweet
Air of this Glorious Nation.
Take
the
We
the

Part in the Inspiring Programs
of Memorial Day. Or, If Your Choice Be Entertainment, Bring Your Family and Your Friends to
Fox Theatre to Enjoy the Splendid Program
have Selected for You. A
Program
Combining OUTSTANDING
ENTERTAINMENT
With
Real AMERICANISM
SPIRIT. Above All Be

GLAD

You’re

from

preceding

AMERICANS.

birthday cake to the M-G-M
city salesman. Mrs. Maurice Spitalny celebrated
her birthday at the same time.
M. A. Rosenberg will head a local delegation to the national Allied convention
at Minneapolis, scheduled for June 13-15.
Among those expected to attend are Frank
Panoplos, Bart Dattola, Eddie Beedle,
Rudy Navari, Floyd Bender, and Bill and
Harry Walker.
A number of Warner Bros, theatre managers will join the Variety Club June 12,
when Warner Night is celebrated, until
Harry Kalmine and C. J. Latta serving as
Kings. Joining the ranks as associate

Dedicate Song-Tribute
To Pitt Variety Club
Pittsburgh — “Legionnaires,” a
new
song-tribute dedicated to the Variety Club
Post Ho. 589 of the American Legion, was
sent over the airwaves the evening of
Memorial Day from KDKA, with Barker
Maurice Spitalny, composer, presenting
the musical program. I. Elmer Ecker introduced Judge Benjamin Lencher and
Judge Sara Soffel as speakers and Variety
Chaplain Rev. Father James Garrahan
pronounced the invocation on the radio
program. Brian McDonald was master of

Barkers this month will be Superintendent of Police Harvey Scott and Judge
Thomas Marshall, June 12; Judge William H. McNaugher, Judge Henry Ellenbogen and Sheriff John H. Heinz, June
19; Judges John J. Kennedy, Ralph Smith
and Joseph Richardson, June 26. Judges
Frank P. Patterson, M. Musmanno and
John

Egan are members, and District Attorney Andrew T. Park was presented with
his card several weeks ago, according to
Chief Barker

Ira H. Cohn.

ceremonies. Commander Harry M.
mine and Adjutant C. C. Kellenberg

Kalwere

Herb Greenblatt, new RKO
is getting acquainted in grand

in charge

pro-

The

of the

special

half-hour

gram.
During the day, the Variety Legionnaires
decorated the graves of many veterans
with flags and flowers.

PATRONS
WHY

LOOK

page)

ex-

manager,
style . . .

beauty of Switzerland cannot compare to that of our West Virginia, says H.
Rosenfeld, former Austrian film man, here

en route to South America for 20th-Fox
. . .
Edna Hinch, former Filmrow girl,

DEMAND

ACTION

FURTHER?

GENE AD TRY* ROY ROGERS
THREE MESQUITEERS — THE LONE RANGER
(HI - YO

- SILVER!)

REPUBLIC PICTURES CORP. OF PITTSBURGH
1701 Blvd. of the Allies
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has returned to the celluloid market after
an absence of three years and is on the
job at the Vitagraph exchange. Grace
O’Neil of the same exchange was confined
to her home as the result of an injury sustained when she fell down some railroad
steps . . . Clair Meeder, president of Local 60, is attending the American Federation of Musicians convention in Kansas
City . . . Oscar F. Neu, president of Neumade Products Corp., was a visitor at the
theatre supply houses, en route to New
York after a vacation in California . . .
Other supply men in the city were Harold
J. Wrape of St. Louis, manufacturer of
rectifiers, and F. E. Kahili of Continental
Theatre Supply Co.
Jim Velas will return to this country
in August after several years in Europe
. . . Jack. Walsh will open New Universal’s
“The Mikado’’ June 6 with special premiere
festivities in the Fulton Theatre . . .
M-G-M

will stage a reserve

seat premiere

at the Penn for “Goodbye, Mr. Chips,” and
the campaign will be as extensive as “Pygmalion’s,” or even more concentrated, according to Charlie Baron, exploiteer.
George S. Otte of the Liberty Theatre,
Wheeling, W. Va„ is the winner of the de
luxe radio awarded by Republic Pictures
Corp. of Pittsburgh in a booking contest.
The lucky booking was Gene Autry in
“Mexicali Rose.” Winners of the smaller
radios were C. E. Kuhn of the Almo Theatre, Cameron, W. Va.; Wenard Kough of
the Opera House, Windber, Pa., and the
Indiana Theatre, Indiana, Pa., drew another desk radio. Mrs. Peter Profili of
Vestaburg

drew

the winning

numbers.

Tighten Operation

10 Years Ago
PITTSBURGH
piLMROW
was in court testifying in
Panoplos-Gorres case in which
plaintiffs alleged they were boycotted
blacklisted. Who that was present

the
the
and
has

forgotten Attorney O. K. Eaton’s thundering? “Under the guise of arbitration the
Film Board dictates as to selling,” he
roared . . . Mt. Oliver Harris Theatre
opened in befitting style with Denny Harris, Sen. Frank J. Harris, Eugene L. Connelly and others participating; Morton
Downey in “Mother’s Boy” was the initial
film and Sam DeFazio was house manager.
Bill Kirsch ruled off the Stanley Corp.
payroll after 20 years with Rowland &
Clark

and Stanley . . . F. E. McGillick acquired the Corapolis theatres from Anthony P. Jim . . . Larry Jacobs succeeded
Harold Dygert as publicity director for
Stanley Corp. . . . Other Stanley changes
included promotion of Tom Fordham to
Erie district post; Les Bowser moved from
Wilkinsburg to Oakland; Dick Brown
shifted to the Liberty, East Liberty; Earl
Wright moved to the Manor; Herman
Lorence

and Ralph Walsh named as supervisors here . . . Paul Besnecker acquired the Strand, Zelienople, from H. E.
and Ralph Cumberland.
Miss Mathilda Kiel joined the MPTO
staff at the Hotel Henry headquarters as
secretary to Fred J. Herrington . . . Harris Amusement Co. announced plans for a
new theatre at Butler . . . Jack R. Hayes,
former film man here and in the Cleveland area, wrote from Java, where he was

Leo Wayne, who has been missing from
Filmrow for several years, has returned
as a member of the ad sales department
at the Paramount exchange. At the same
office we find a newcomer, Al Simmons,
who has been employed as a clerk in the
accounting department, replacing Mrs.
Dorothy Wilner, resigned, who has moved

managing for Universal . . . Fourteen-week
strike of the IATSE at Altoona compromised . . . Jake Soltz opened his new Blvd.
of the Allies lunch room and threw a

to Johnstown . . . Cecelia Carpe,
line Gerneth and Josephine Marra

to-be’s father is the well-liked
owner at New Martinsville.

Madeof the

20 th-Fox exchange are vacationing . . .
Norm Huhn of the Grandview Theatre
vacationed recently at Mifflin, Pa. . . .
Jake Soltz entertained a large group of
friends at the Variety Club Monday evening.
Mr.

and

Mrs.

James

H. Alexander

and

Mr.

and Mrs. Lou Hanna met Roy Rogers, their Republic cowboy star, the other
evening at the State Theatre, Kittanning,
Pa., where

he was making a personal appearnce. . . O. A. Kihchel is driving a
new car . . . C. C. Kellenberg celebrates
a birthday June 5 and Victor A. Rigaumont celebrates June 8 . . . Art and Mort

England, who are playing the “Wages of
Sin” at the local Casino, also are playing
this sex film at the Erlanger, Philadelphia

housewarming
merry.

party

which

was

merry-

couple

will live in Pittsburgh.

The

bridetheatre

August 29-September 4, inclusive, has
been designated for the seventh annual
Allegheny County Fair . . . Artkraft marquees have been purchased for the Penn,
formerly the Victor Theatre, Meadville,
Pa.; new theatre being erected at Mercer, Pa.; Roxy, Webster Springs, W. Va.;
Regent, Linesville, Pa.; Alpine, Kingwood,
W. Va., and the Penn, Pennsboro, W. Va.
. . . U. S. Air Conditioning system has
been installed at the Browns Theatre, Cabin Creek, W. Va. . . . Marty Seed, son of
Harry Seed, Vitagraph manager, has returned to his post as manager at the State,
(formerly the Palace), Erie, having recovered from a serious illness.
International

seats

have

been

sold for

Wedding of Miss Virginia Lee Koontz,
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Lee
Koontz, and George D. Delich, former Pitt
grid star, will take place in St. Ann’s
Church, New Martinsville , W. Va., June 17,
and after a wedding trip to Canada, the

six weeks’ cruise. He’s getting a big kick
out of the new Harris offices in the William Penn Hotel.
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By

H. F. REVES

Detroit — General

economies

in

opera-

tion are getting close attention by the local trade, as the impending summer slump
seems

likely to surpass in severity that experienced last year. A year ago, when
weather set in and takes toppled

warm

correspondingly, chief emphasis in effecting economies was concentrated on film
rentals. There has been very little talk
along these lines this year.
Effective this week, the Fox is dropping
stage shows and cutting admissions a
dime. Results of the price cut are being
watched by other members of the trade
here and especially by the Michigan, UDT
link, whose admission policy usually is on
par with that of the Fox.
Carl

Buermele,

general

manager

of Co-

operative, booking combine, reports business figures in the territory are slumping
badly, with grosses at their lowest point
since 1933. He adds, however, the trade is
meeting its problem squarely, retrenching
wherever possible without cutting into
operating efficiency.
The situation is playing havoc with film
salesmen who are having a tough time
selling future product to exhibitors who
are losing money, and, in most cases at
best, breaking even, on the product they
are currently playing.

Castle , Castle Shannon ,
Taken by L . Reichblum
Pittsburgh — Leon

the Rivoli, Portage and the Rivoli, Colver. Pa., and General Seating Co. has
newly seated the Alpine theatres at Kingwood and Salem, W. Va., and the Lyric,
Glenville, W. Va. . . . George S. Harrison,
veteran treasurer of the Harris Amusement companies, returned to duties looking and feeling like a new man after a

. . . Here’s a recommendation from Eddie
Beedle who “caught” only five-minutes of
“Young Mr. Lincoln” and who pronounces
it as Great!

During Summer

Reichblum

has

ac-

quired the Castle, Castle Shannon, under
lease from Dr. W. C. Frost, who recently
purchased the old theatre property known
as the Pearl and the State. The theatre
has been remodeled and renovated. Dean
McClosky,

manager

Dr.
blum.Frost, continues

of the

Castle

under

on the job for Reich-

Reichblum is a
Charleroi exhibitor,
operating the Menlo Theatre there, and
for a number of months he has operated
the State, Wilkinsburg. Frank Barr, former assistant manager at the Charleroi
house, is now managing the Wilkinsburg
theatre.

" Gullivers " Displays
Pittsburgh — Special

lobby

displays

are

being manufactured here for Paramount’s
feature cartoon “Gulliver’s Travels,” according to William Gardner of the Gardner Sign Co. Gardner will place the first
display at the local Paramount exchange.

FOR

SALE

Theatre Building, 2804 East 79th St., Cleveland, Ohio; 400 to 450 new or rebuilt ohairs;
with 2 Simplex machines and sound ready for
installation; concrete floor, rest rooms.
Bargain— $9,500. Will take back small mortgage.
Mayer burgh,
Silverman,
53-55 Fullerton St., PittsPa.

63

York business visit, reports the exchange’s
new offices will be ready for occupancy on
Filmrow by November 1.
jrXHIBITOR Phil Chakeres and Mrs.
Chakeres, Walter O’Brien, Frank and
Pat Collins and Jonas Thomas motored in
from Springfield for a ball game at Crosley field this week, stopping off at Filmrow for a visit.

George Fetick, Publix booker for Hamilton and Middletown, and the Mrs. are off
on a long motor tour, covering most of the
northwest and winding up at the San
Francisco fair.
Florence Shomaker announces the Universal exchange here is leading the country in the national charges drive.

Word comes that Mannie Shore, with
theatres in War and Holden, W . Va., and
brother of Louie Shore is departing for
Baltimore hospital for treatment of a
stomach complaint.
Sam Hunter, Fox theatres, Huntington
and Milton, W. Va., is passing the perfectos. It’s a beautiful

baby

girl.

M-G-M, in line with other offices on
Filmrow, is inaugurating every other Saturday off during the summer for the personel. . . Adele Calvert is their new
hello girl, Laverne Hungler having been
promoted to general clerk.
Harry Shrieber, RKO Theatres, Columbus, is away for a months vacation on the
west coast . . . Virgil Jackson visited the
Row this week, being warmly welcomed.
Mrs. Jackson was general chairman for the
annual junior charity party for the childrens hospital, in Columbus, the affair being highly successful.

Nat Lefton was in town visiting Max
Margolis of Republic, who is still fighting
a bad case of arthritis.
Ray Frisz, of the Co-operative Booking
Corp., is in town, with H. Bugie, his partner in the going concern, supervising the
arrangement of the handsome office furnishings in their new quarters, 1635 Central Parkway.

Vincent

Kramer

has

been

elected to

Paramount’s 100 per cent club, a rare distinction in the organization. Kramer is a
sales representative, and will leave with
the Cincy contingent, headed by J. J. Oulahan, for the Paramount national convention on the coast. Also leaving with the
party are Mark Cummins, Mat Kaplan,
Charles Powers, Jack Rodman, Harry
Everts.
W. K. Murphy of Praise, Ky., visited
the Row this week. Mrs. W. C. Pullin
and Fred Rowlands, Columbus; E. J. Myers, Majestic, Chillicothe; R. W. Phelan,
Star, Clendenin, W. Va.; Louis Martin,
Glouster and Circleville; M. K. Murphy,
exhibitors with houses in Kentucky and
W. Virginia, also called.

Paramount’s screening of “Invitation to
Happiness,” was attended by some 400
club women in Cincinnati, and the reaction on this feature was exceptionally
good . . . Ben Cairn is here with Paramount Music Co.
J. J. Grady,
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20th-Fox,

back

from

a New

The Wharton Theatre, Wharton, W . Va.,
and the Van Theatre, now are being operated by J. C. Perkins.
Houses in the mining towns are reopening slowly, and it is not expected business will be wholly resumed until after
June 15, when the first pay day is effective. Houses opened so far include Putney, Ethel, Bradshaw and Trumpher, W.
Va., and
Corbin,

Hardburly, Ky. A second run independent theatre is set for opening at
Ky.

Warner’s Jimmy Brunetti motored to
Detroit with his family, over the weekend
. . . Universal’s newsreel of the submarine
disaster is causing much comment on its
quick issue.

Cleveland

Barkers Will

Provide Camp

for 350

Cleveland — The Cleveland Variety Club,
through the efforts of Chief Barker Nat
Wolf, Warner zone manager, and of Frank
Boyd, American Seating Co. representative as chairman of the camp committee,
will send a minimum of 350 underprivileged children of all religious denominations, for no less than two weeks’ vacation
at one of the many camps in the vicinity of
Cleveland.
The children will be selected through
cooperation with the Welfare Federation
of Cleveland, and will be sent to those
camps

which will provide the greatest advantages for individual needs. More than
half a dozen camps will take care of the
children throughout the summer.

Mt. Jewett and Smethport
Houses to Blatt Bros .
Pittsburgh — The Blatt Bros, circuit has
assumed operation of two more theatres in
acquiring the Palace, Mt. Jewett, Pa., and
the Star, Smethport, Pa.
Long operated by W. E. Anderson, the
two theatres were taken last year by John
C. Friburg, Galeton, Knox and Johnsonburg exhibitor and mayor of the latter
community. Transfer of the Mt. Jewett
and Smethport theatres to the Blatt Bros,
circuit was a surprise to the trade. The
Blatts have been very active lately in acquiring and building new theatres in the
western Pennsylvania territory.

Cleveland Cinema Club
Renames Its Head
Cleveland — The Cleveland Cinema Club,
oldest organization of its kind in the city,
at its anual meeting at the Mid-Day Club,
re-elected Mrs. Frank R. Anderson to serve
a second year as its president. Other offiers elected were: Mrs. R. K. Jones, first
vice-president; Mrs. J. F. Kemper, second
vice-president; Mrs. James Inman, recording secretary; Miss Florence S. Foard, corresponding secretary and Mrs. Willard R.
Peden,

treasurer.

jyjILTON
publicity
for Loew HARRIS,
theatres, director
and Mrs. ofHarris
left
Cleveland last Friday on the first leg of
a three weeks’ vacation cruise in southern
waters. They sailed June 3 on the S. S.

Quirgua, a United Fruit liner, for Havana,
Honduras

and

the Panama

Canal

zone.

Leo Dwyer, owner and manager of the
Lake Theatre in Celina, officially inaugurated the arrival of summer last week
when he gave his boat its annual coat of
paint . . . Milton Bryer, manager of
Schine’s Theatre in Bucyrus and Mrs.
Bryer were in town during the week paying confirmation calls.
Miss Helen Slater, the modest miss in
the office of Bob Bial of Art Guild Studios,
has announced her engagement to Clyde
Hacker of this city but not a member of
the film colony.

Al Sunshine, local sales representative
for Hollyivood Advertising Co., is making
a tour of the territory with his summer
line of theatre marquee valayices, banners,
bannerettes and flags.
Lester Zucker, Columbia branch manager, states that following the recent resignation of S. A. Gerson, the sales force
will consist of Manny Glick, Oscar Bloom
and Jack Share . . . “Goodbye Mr. Chips”
will be presented here under a reserved
seat policy for one performance at Loew’s
State Theatre on Thursday, June 8. The
following day the regular run starts at
usual prices.

Judge Foster of the Kenton Theatre,
Kenton, last week made one of his too
rare visits to Filmrow . . . Irving Field is
now operating the Opera House at West
Salem and the Opera House at Burton one
day of each week. Wednesday is the day,
and Field reports that the policy is working out successfully . He completed remodeling the Burton house with new frames,
new projection booth and projectors. Both
houses show single features, 10 and 20cent admissions.
First local United Artists 1939-40 product contract of the season with an independent theatre owner was closed last
week between UA Branch Manager A. M.
Goodman and H. Makinson, owner of the
Lake, Park and Lyric theatres, Barberton.
Goodman reports he is negotiating with
other important independent accounts.

Frank Drew, M-G-M branch manager
and Mrs. Drew were hosts last week to
Robert Hopkins, M-G-M scenario writer,
and his wife, who were en route to the
World’s Fair in New York.
Harry Germaine, who has been managing the local Price Premium office in
the Film Bldg., left last Saturday to take
charge of the company’s office in Boston.
Dick Deutsch and Louis Cook will look
after the local interests.

Backficefrom
NewPhil
YorkHarrington,
are M-G-M’s
ofmanager,
Dorsey
Brown, booker, and Bob Long, checking
supervisor, from an M-G-M office personnel convention at the Astor Hotel.
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Trendle's United Artists to
Close After Revivals Fail
£D

HERZ directed the Red Arrow Drum
and Bugle Corps, Tuesday, when Theatrical Post presented the flags to the Fox
Theatre . . . Captain Bertram Bullinger,
Variety Club chaplain, was the speaker at
the joint Memorial Service conducted by
all Detroit districts of the American
Legion at the Legion Home.

David Flayer has taken over the lease
on the Seville Theatre from Mrs. Ida
Klatt, now controlling a second house on
Grand River Ave., along with the Amo.
Formal possession of the house has not yet
been taken over from former lessees,
James Bukiwale and Severina Danswski.
Max Blumentlial is disposing of some
16mm
sound projection equipment for
Harold C. Robinson . . . Frank Krueger,
Punch and Judy manager, makes his house
a real community center, putting trailers
on the screen for local garden clubs and
the like. Helps goodwill plenty.

This column recently referred to the
Punch and Judy as the only single bill
house in town. Our scout reports there is
another. A certain downtown house, so his
story goes, couldn’t scare up the cash for
film rental on the second feature, so
played single.
Sol and

Mac

Krim

have

Wayne Edwards, trumpeter of the Variety Syncopators, is getting along nicely
in Delray Hospital, recovering from a heart
attack . . . Ralph Peckliam, GN manager,
is busy getting re-acquainted around the
territory, and terribly enthused over picture prospects for the season . . . Mrs.
Alice N. Gorham, capable publicity specialist at United Detroit Theatres, was elected

Doctors

Gerald

Advertising Club

M. Rassweller

and

Lloyd

Withrow won the S. A. E.’s Horning Medal
for industrial film work on “Motion Pictures of Engine Flames Correlated with
Pressure Cards” . . . Harold G. Robinson
rates as a believer in and supporter of a
good trade press.

Lyndon Young, former UDT publicist,
is now selling office supplies . . . Hal Burriss has that dead glad-hand of Lyndon’s
down pat. Ask for a demonstration.
Hannah

Lee

Childs,

Detroit

actress,

lately seen here in “Knickerbocker Holiday,” won in the “Gateway to Hollywood”
contest from — of all places — Chicago . . .
Bill Flemion spent most of the week in
New York on business for his new Excellent
Pictures.

Censor Charlie Snyder has a new wadebrimmed Stetson — beg pardon, it’s last
year’s model refurbished . . . Art Knapp
wonders why there are no 20th-Fox athletes out on that Film Baseball team. The
BOXOFFICE
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A. C. Wilson, 20th-Fox auditor, expects
to leave shortly after a lengthy stay in the
Detroit office, which is a favorite of his
. . . Granada Operating Co., Associated
Theatres’ unit for the Granada Theatre,
disposed of a few months ago, has been
formally dissolved.

“Film Fumbles,” Lloyd Hammond’s new
contest film, will have its national premiere at Jeff Williams’ East Detroit and
Roseville theatres, day and date . . . John
C. Vlachos, building the new Flatroc at
Flat Rock, Mich., has incorporated the
Flatroc Theatre Corp., with a capitalization of $5,000, and himself listed as sole
stockholder .
Jake Boodman is getting interested in
trailer production. Detroit Film Cleaning
plus Max Blumenthal can’t keep him busy
enough, maybe . . . Frank Wetsman is
getting all set for the Variety excursion
to Grayling, starting June 9, Hal Burriss,
weekly commuter, reports.

Joe Reich got his picture in the papers
when he gave the Council some ideas on
how his business is run . . . W. J. Turnbull, National Theatre Supply boss, was
traipsing around the state on business.

just put in an

air conditioning system in the Lasky, together with redecoration, and recarpeting
. . . Arthur Robinson has a bigger booking
book for his Variety Club shows than he
carries for his own four theatres combined.

president of the Women’s
of Detroit.

team lost in their second encounter
General Tobacco, 5-2.

3, 1939

Rufus Blair, press agent for “Invitation
to Happiness,” has arrived in town . . . Hot
weather is drawing the boys out to the
Film Exchange curb these noons. More
there than anywhere inside, except Irv
Belinsky’s

Emporium.

Harold C. Robinson

is going in for color

motion pictures. Takes ’em himself . . .
Hal Burriss has developed into an expert
m archery, reports Censor Charlie Snyder; he may go after a deer this fall with
his bow and arrow.
Charles A. Simms, manager of the
Granada, reports a new marquee will be
erected and the house front remodeled in
two weeks . . . James G. O’Brien, who has
been operating the Dummy
Contests in
various theatres, has closed his offices
here.

Walter Jarnocovich, usher at Al Ruttenberg’s Iris Theatre, received police
commendation this week. He remembered
a patron who turned out to be the bandit
at a nearby tailor shop, and was able to
lead police to the suspect in the house.
R. S. O’Neill of Wilding Pictures is on
the sick list . . . Wallace Cross of Cross
Machine Shop is getting his speed boat in
readiness for the summer. He is also
putting salesmen on the road so that he
can enjoy a summer vacation at Algonac
and with his boat on Lake St. Clair.

W. P. Haboush of Metropolitan Sound
Co. is busy getting settled in his new residence at 1305 Elmira Ave. . . . Cross Machine Shop is equipping two Butterfield
houses, the Majestic at Port Huron and
the Bijou at Battle Creek, with carbon
savers.

Detroit — A three-week tryout of revival
policy at the United Artists Theatre has
not drawn sufficient business to justify
keeping the house open, and it will be
closed June 1, George W. Trendle, head of
United Detroit Theatres, has decided. The
house went into a double bill revival policy
two weeks ago, largely as a result of acute
shortage of suitable caliber films for the
big house, which has always rated the ace
pictures of the circuit.
Popular response has been rather
apathetic, despite a strong combination
like “San Francisco” and “The Champ.”
Reopening in August is on the cards at
present, although it may be pushed back
to Labor Day. Resumption of the usual
policy of strong single feature bills is
slated for the reopening, with the possibility that a roadshow opening may help
the season off to a good start.

Stearns

In UA's Sales Drive
Cleveland — Bert Steam’s division still
is leading the country in the United Artists
current sales drive, according to the local
records. And within the division, Cleveland, at the present writing, is holding
first place in sales, with Cincinnati in top
place on played dates and earnings.

20th-Fox Title Change
Hollywood — Tire title of 20th-Fox’s
“Girl From Brooklyn” has been changed to
“White

Rhodes,

screen

star, appeared

at

Lady

of the Orient.”

the Fox in the final week of stage shows
there . . . Thomas Pivova is new house
manager at the Majestic, Wyandotte, for
George Wilbur.

Robert (Bob) Buermele, shipping clerk
at Universal, is the proud father of his
first baby — a girl, Judith Anne, eight
pounds. That makes Cully Buermele, Coop chief, a grandfather for the first time.
He’s even prouder than Bob.
Frank Howard, former Co-operative
booker, who has been in the Will Rogers
Memorial Home at Saranac Lake for two
years, is expected
four months.

to return

here

in about

Earl Hudson, back from vacation, and
Carl Buermele were busy Monday comparing notes on television, which both inspected at the New York fair.
J. C. Ritter received an okay from the
City Council to erect a new modernistic
facing on the Rivola Theatre.
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Mervis Brothers Acquire
Two Goldstein Theatres

Pitt Variety to Feature
Saturday

'Club Nights'

Pittsburgh — Family Night Parties have
been discontinued for June at the Variety
Club and no events have been scheduled
for Friday

evenings.

Starting

immediate-

ly, “Club Night” will be featured as an
“Open House” event each Saturday evening. Barkers, wives and friends are invited by Chief Barker Ira H. Cohn to
“come

early

please.”
Special
Wilkens

and

stay

as

late

as

you

Monday dinner events are announced for June as follows: June 5 —
Night, with Brian McDonald and

HjFFECTIVE June 2 both the RKO Palace
and the RKO Grand adopted a policy of
double

features.

According

to announce-

ment, “both houses will use ‘A’ pix only.”
Twin bills will continue for the balance of
the summer.
The Bill Chesbroughs — he operates a local chain — reached the parting of ways last
week in divorce court . . . Clancy Isaacs,
former OSU cheerleader , will join the RKO
publicity department in New York on July
1 . . . Director Scott Pembroke was in town
last week . . . Lee Fisher is making weekend

Jerry

trips to Detroit — a smoothie
reason.

— Harris

for violation of the “use tax” sections of
the three per cent sales tax measure. In

Mayhall in charge; June 12 — Warner Night, with Harry Kalmine, C. J.
Latta, Benjamin Steerman, Tony Stern
and Harry Feinstein, in charge; June 19
Amusement

Co. Night, with John

H. Harris in charge; June 26 — “Kel and
Al” Night, with C. C. Kellenberg and A1
Weiss as Kings.

New Litigation Filed in
Akron Marquee Mishap
Akron, Ohio — New
launched in common

litigation has been
pleas court here in

Several

Ohio

exhibitors

da7icer is the

have

been

cited

periodic checkup of exhibitor accounts the auditors of the tax commission
discovered that many of the owners did not

new

Columbus — Wednesday was the last day
for the RKO
Majestic. The 1,000-seat
house was dark last summer, but indications now are that adverse business conditions may make the closing at this time
permanent. Temporarily Manager W.
Clifford Bozman will act as relief man in
the two other RKO
houses in the city.
Currently he is at the Grand. Grand Manager “Buddy” Winthrop is assisting Larry
Caplane at the Palace while City Manager
C. Harry Schreiber is on his vacation in
the west.

Seeks Removal

of Bus

Stop Before Theatre
Akron,

Ohio — Local bus riders are interfering with the theatrical business,

Manager J. F. Flex of Loew’s informed the
city council in a recent communication
to that group for removal of the bus stop
in front of the theatre.
The manager said the congregation of
the people in front of the amusement house
was a dangerous hazard in case of fire
and pointed out that persons visiting the
theatre in their own automobiles or taxicabs were forced to drive too far.
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and

very

sad

to be out of exhibi-

Norman and Ralph Mervis will be joined
in the new north side theatre enterprises
by their brother, Jack, formerly associated
with them in Pittsburgh, who, for several
seasons, has been connected with an older
brother, Charles Mervis, operator of a
theatre circuit in Cincinnati.

Detroit — Herbert Book, vice-president of
Industrial Pictures, Inc., announces opening of new offices in New York. Henry
Hobart is in charge.

Bill Pancake, owner of the Knickerbocker, donated his theatre for a special bene-

Hobart has had extensive
the advertising and motion
and

The Loew’s ball team protested the RKO
victory in the initial game of the year.
It cost them a keg of beer to have the
RKO
superiority re-emphasized Sunday,
10-8 . . . Ken Rockwell, former Columbusite, but now at the N. Y. Colonial, was in
town Monday for the funeral of his father
. . . “Pete” Wood is on the ailing list . . .
Virgil Jackson took over the Olentangy
again
seats.

Wednesday. He plans extensive alterations, including a new marquee and

Thursday night marked the last event
of the season in the Variety clubrooms.

Nate

Schultz

and

will wed

June

14.

RKO

and

his own

pro-

Kolin Commander

Russell Johnson

of

Post

Detroit — New officers were elected by
the Russell Johnson Post No. 371 of the
American Legion, whose members
Detroit showmen. The officers:

all are

Commander, Max Kolin; senior vicecommander, William J. Stolz; junior vicecommander, Buddy Fields; chaplain, Sam
Camella; adjutant, Harry Berns; finance
officer, Owen Blough.
Installation will be held with a large
Day.
party at the Legion Home June 14, Flag

Deluxer

for Warren

Shows

by Merchants

Canton, Ohio — Free film shows on Saturday nights are sponsored by the merchants of Shanesville, village near here
There is no theatre in the village.

Tilton to Wed

Columbus — Ira Steiner, Benny Goodman’s advance man, confirms reports of
the approaching marriage of Martha Tilton and Manager Leonard Vannerson.
They

National,

Meyer

Kaplan who owned and operated the Waldorf and the Savoy theatres jointly, have
severed their partnership. Schultz retains
the Waldorf and Kaplan takes the Savoy.
As matters now stand, Schultz owns the
Union and the Waldorf theatres. Kaplan
owns the Savoy, Crown and Superior.

Martha

First

Warren, Ohio — A de luxe $300,000 theatre will be built here by Robins Enterprises, officials announce. This company
now operates two theatres on East Market
St. here.

Schultz , Kaplan Sever
Partnership on Two
—

for

Paramount, and also headed
ducing company.

Chief Barker “Uncle Bill” Pullin wm in
charge of arrangements for this dinner
dance, one of the best attended of the year.
Nearly 250 were present.

Cleveland

experience in
pictures field

as business
manager
of Hearst’s
ternational.
During his film
career, Inhe

produced

Max

suit asks $20,-

RKO May Keep Majestic
At Columbus Closed

happy
tion.

monies due. The “use tax,” effective as of
January 1, 1936, applies to all purchases of
equipment, supplies and accessories made
with concerns operating out of Ohio.

nounced a public auction of his “address
book’’ on Tuesday. He is to be married on
Saturday.

The

is her son Eli. After 29 years in the business, Mrs. Goldstein says she is both

Industrial Pictures Has
A Branch in New York

loss of earnings, cut short when the Orpheum Theatre marquee fell on March 17,
1938, crushing Baringer so severely he died
later.

is retiring from exin the business, as

pay tax on out-of-state purchases. And
in every case they were made to pay a
15 per cent penalty in addition to the tax

fit show last week for the family of “Tonita,” dancer, who died here last week.
Entertainers appearing in local clubs were
on the bill . . . Clint Wander has an-

000 for Baringer’s pain and suffering and
seeks to recover $4,269.35 in hospital,
medical and funeral expenses.

Mrs. Goldstein, who
hibition, is a veteran

their

the marquee-collapse death of the late
Archie J. Baringer, railway clerk whose
estate already has obtained a $12,000
judgment against the Botzum Theatres
Co. and the Bellows-Claude Neon Co.
The first suit sought compensation for

a month

Pittsburgh — Mervis Brothers have acquired the Paramount, Brighton Road, and
the New McClure, McClure Ave., north
side, from Mrs. Bessie Goldstein and her
son Eli Goldstein.

Dies in California
Youngstown, Ohio — Leo Salem, 48,
former owner of the Rialto here, who
moved to California in 1931, died recently
from

a stroke. His widow,
ters and two sons survive.
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Charitable Bingo Is
Given Approval

J. A. McConville

J. Cohn Depositions Taken
business

Hartford — Upsetting Connecticut’s historic anti-gambling policy, and after a
amount of debate and amendment,

By

record

Bingo for “charitable,” civic and fraternal
organizations only, now has passed both
houses, and awaits the signature of Gov.
Raymond Baldwin to become law on
July 1.
Theatremen in the territory took no organized step to reach the governor, although individual exhibitors spoke of protesting. Methodist ministers in convention in New Haven passed a resolution urging the governor to veto the bill, and
other denominations other than Catholic
had previously expressed their disfavor.
However, it was reported the governor had
previously expressed himself in favor of
bringing back the “corn game.”
The bill provides all religious, fraternal,
and civic organizations which have been
established for at least two years, may
operate the game, provided local option in
towns is granted and renewed annually.
No

cash or cumulative prizes or redemption of prizes is permitted, and value of
merchandise given away in any one day is
limited to $250.
Overriding considerable opposition in
the house,

the bill passed with the discriminatory amendments by a slim margin

of 24 votes, and then returned to the senate which had approved making operation
open to all. Credit for passage of the bill
is largely accorded Sen. Albert L. Coles of
Bridgeport, its sponsor.

May Name McLaughlin
As Post Commander
Boston — William H. McLaughlin, local
Allied director and Stoneham exhibitor, is
expected to be nominated post commander
for the Theatrical Post of American Legion
when that film district organization meets
Monday.
It will be the last meeting
cording to present plans.
scheduled for September.

until fall, acElections are

Boston — Thomas
Guarino

interests

DiMaura
have

at
and

opened

James

Connecti-

cut’s first open-air theatre. When gates
were taken down at the Drive-In Theatre at Boston Post Road and Cherry St.
in Milford, admission for the opening
ning was by invitation only.

eve-

Hartford — With the balancing of the
state budget, Connecticut exhibitors

new

free of a threatened new amusement tax for the next two years. A
liquor

up
the
deficit.

levy

and

economies

much-discussed

Boston — The
trust trial has

ANGIER

Morse & Rothenberg antiresumed following an 11-

day recess with Tim O’Toole, branch
manager for Columbia in New Haven, on
hand to testify, as Columbia continues to
hold the stage. The depositions of Joseph
A.

McConville, Columbia foreign manager, and Nathan J. Cohn, brother of
Columbia president, Jack Cohn, and New
York manager for the distributor, have
already been entered.
“Do

you know of any reason why Columbia should not sell its films to the

Metropolitan Theatre, last-run, in Providence?” plaintiffs’ attorney, George S.
Ryan, asked McConville.
“Well,” the former sales supervisor replied, “the Metropolitan Theatre, as I
remember it, was built with the idea of
operating it as a first-run theatre, and
there were no films available. The other
runs were all sold, too.”
“Did he get Columbia
“I don’t

think

pictures

“Do you know of any reason why Corun?” lumbia pictures should not be sold lastrun to the operator of that theatre if he

made

$2,000,000

::

June

3, 1939

NE

is what

the

examiner

income from a prior-run?”
“If we have houses located in a situation and another house comes along such
as you speak of, the Metropolitan, and
after looking over the situation I believe
that selling that house will hurt any
revenue from the other house and cause
me to take less film rental from the other
house than I could by not selling them, I
will exercise

my

judgment

and

I won’t sell

later shifted to a point that has
theRyan
house.”
been well discussed during the months of
trial, asking McConville if it has “been a
matter of interest to Columbia in the sale
of its product

what

panies were doing?”
Value

the other

Extra

large com-

Information

Replying it is. “always good business for
us to know as well as possible what the
other companies are doing,” McConville
said, “We like to keep informed what is

was willing to take last-run?”
“I think selling pictures to that house
last-run would seriously affect the revenue of the various other runs made for

“You would like to know, too, what the
going large
on.” companies have refused to sell
other

Providence,” McConville opined.
“In what way?” Ryan queried.

to in every theatre?”
“As a matter of information,” said McConville, “we like to know anything about

“It is a big house,” McConville said, “and
I believe they had a very low admission
price. It would affect the revenue we got

what the other companies are doing.”
The Morse & Rothenberg and A&W
Amusement Co. attorney wanted to know

out of the other runs by selling that run.”
“What was the admission price?”
“I don’t know.”

if Columbia has had “any
to refuse to sell unless any

“Do you know that the admission price
was as high, if not higher, than a number of other theatres in Providence in
which

Columbia

hibited?”

No

pictures

Resort

were

being

ex-

to Guesswork

operation of that theatre.”
“Did you ever sell the Metropolitan to
ascertain whether or not the sale to that
theatre would interfere with your revenue
from

the prior accounts?”
eral minutes later.

“I don’t know

whether

Ryan

asked

we have

sev-

sold any

pictures to the Metropolitan or not.”
“How would yo„ find out whether the
sale of pictures to a theatre like the Metropolitan would interfere with your revenue
that

it

would,” said McConville, “we would not sell
even to find out.” He added, “After all,
you might use your business judgment. We
are supposed to have some.”
“Yes,” Ryan said, “but you wouldn’t
resort to guesswork or speculation if you
had figures to go by, Mr. McConville?”
Edward F. McClennen, defense counsel,
objected to the question “because it seems
to assume that what the witness calls

BOXOFFICE

judgment

calls speculation or guesswork.”
“We would not resort to guesswork in
our business,” McConville answered.
“Now, then,” went on Ryan, “tell me
how you are going to find out that the
sale to a subsequent-run house hurts your

last-

so.”

from the prior accounts?”
“If it was in our judgment

Connecticut Tax
Fear Fades
are

BRAD

“I don’t know,” said McConville. “I
haven’t a very clear recollection of the

Invitational Opening
Drive-In in Millord

and Nathan

sion.
than

10 cents

“I don’t

were

believe

general policy
larger amount
for admis-

charged”

they

had

any

general

“They haven’t had, have they, any general policy of a 15 cent minimum admission charge at any time?”
policy.”
“A general policy, no.”
McConville replied in the

affirmative

when Ryan asked him, “In the past few
years has Columbia sold its product to
Maine and New Hampshire?”
“Did it sell them in Gardner,
“I think so.”
“Did

it sell its product,

Me.?”

second-run,

to

anybody in Gardner, Me.?”
McConville replied he couldn’t say.
“Did you know there was an exhibitor
in Gardner, Me., named Harwood?”
McConville thought so.
“Do

you know whether Columbia refused to sell its product, second run, in

Gardner, Me., to Harwood?”
“I can’t recollect,” McConville mused.
“I know we had business with Harwood. I
think

we did business with him in Gardner. I think we sold him first-run pictures. That I would have to look up. It

must be some time ago.”
“In how many of the situations has
Maine and New
Hampshire Theatres

67

bought

Columbia

product

first-run?”

“I don’t know,” McConville
“Maybe five or six.”

admitted.

“Did Columbia sell its pictures, firstrun, to Maine and New Hampshire Theatres in Concord,

N. H.?”

“I believe they have
run there at times.”
“At
named

sold

them

first-

any time did Columbia sell its pictures to an exhibitor in Concord, N. H.,
Charbonneau?”

“I believe they did.”
“First-run?” asked
McConville thought

Ryan.
so.

Gathered,

“You knew that back in 1932 Morse &
Rothenberg had brought suit against Columbia and some other distributors, did
you

not?”

Ryan

asked

“I was

par-

ticularly surprised that they did.”
“You knew that the suits involved
Nashua and Portsmouth?”
“I did. We were selling them in Portsmouth at the time and our business relations were very fine,” McConville said.
“Why they sought to bring suit against
us I couldn’t understand.”
“Were you selling them
Portsmouth at the time?”

second-run

“I think we were selling them
I don’t recall the dates.”

in

first-run.

that this is 1932?”

“I think at the time they brought the
suit we were selling them first-run in
Portsmouth.

I may

be incorrect.”

“Well, do you have in mind
had started suit in 1932?”

that

they

“I don’t know the date,” said McConville, “but I have a recollection of a notice
coming in of the suit and speaking, I
think, to Mr. Montague about it and asking him why we were included in the suit.
Something was brought out to the effect
that they wanted to have all the so-called
leading distributors in the suit, and I
said, ‘Why has that got anything to do
with us? We are operating our business
independently and supplying them in
Portsmouth, (or some other place, I don’t
know where) and our business relations
have

been very good,
stand why the suit’.”

to divide

the first prize money

and

I don’t under-

said

it would

analyzed the
“And how
the sale of
would affect
run?” Ryan

all depend

on

how

they

situation at that time.”
would you find out whether
your product subsequent-run
your income from the priorasked.

“From our sale to the prior-run,” said
McConville. “If we couldn’t get a certain
amount of revenue if we were to sell two
runs,

we

might

sell it to

get

the

best

revenue out of one run.”
“In order to find it out then,” put in
Ryan, “somebody connected with the
prior-run would have to tell you about it?”
“It might possibly come up in negotiations,” said McConville. “Many things
come up in negotiations, some things that
have a bearing on the sale and some
things

that

don’t.

It is all a

matter

of

negotiation.”
“How could you find out that it was
affecting your prior-run unless someone
from

the prior-run told you so?”
Board Meetings Flexible

“They might not directly tell me so.
They might infer if we sold certain other
runs in the community, the community
couldn’t stand it to give us the prices we
were asking. If we wanted to get the
prices we were asking, we would sell it that
way. We would make up our mind to sell
it that way.”
“Would that actually
McConville

couldn’t

“We figure all the conditions and all the
conversations that we might hear and

said

“Would you be surprised to know that
Columbia didn’t sell any first-run to
Morse & Rothenberg in Portsmouth from
the two years after the suit had been
demanded.

“I would be surprised,” said McConville,
“but I said I didn’t know whether it was
before or after that time.”
Referring to the Nashua situation, where
the Colonial Theatre operating company is
a plaintiff, Ryan asked if the Shea Theatres, one of the defendants, were operating a Nashua house “on a 35 cent admission price, and one of them on a 30 cents
admission price, would the admission price
of 25 cents be an objectionable price to
Columbia?”

“The admission price in itself would
not be objectionable,” McConville said. “I
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Jubilee

weigh

the matter and decide for ourselves,” repeated McConville.
Nathan J. Cohn, New York branch
manager for Columbia since 1933, gave
several ideas on price determination.
Speaking

City. He told the plaintiffs’ lawyer,
all stroll in at different hours. I

don’t know if you know our business, but
the meeting is supposed to start at 7:15
and last to 10:30, but we all stroll in at
different times.”
ally.
“Do the meetings take from two-and-ahalf to three hours?” Ryan asked casu“No,” Cohn smiled, “the meetings usually take as long ... If there is a prize
fight in Madison Square Garden, the
meeting is over in about an hour. If
there is anything of interest that the
members might want to attend to elsewhere, the meetings are adjourned very
“Well now, can you tell us any other
subjects discussed at the meetings of the
quickly.”
Film Board of Trade?”
“I would say there is nothing so important that I could remember.”
“Has the subject of protection

been

“Has the subject of any exhibitors booking combination been discussed there?”
“Not during my time,” said Cohn.
“Has

the

question

of arbitration

been

discussed there?”
“Not in my time,” said Cohn.
the question

of block booking

discussed there?”
Cohn didn’t remember

say.

Mc-

friendly,”

York
“We

“Has

“Always
Conville.

Ryan

Johnston

been

occur?”

“How could you find out unless somebody told you that?” Ryan repeated.

brought?”

Ray

discussed
there?”
Cohn shook
his head.

with

very

W.

Feature-Foto

Drive is Monogram’s sales force. Left to right : Leo F. Britton, Jerry Callahan,
Nate Furst, Steve Broidy, Phil Sherman, Tom O’Brien and Gene Gross.

“Had your relations been friendly
them for some time before that?”
been

in the

Sheridan

later.

“I did,” said McConville.

“Do you have in mind
the lawyer asked.

— Martin

Seven Who Split $500—

of the Cameo

in Newburgh,

N.

Y., Ryan asked: “Assuming that theatre
had bought Columbia product for a season before you became branch manager,
would the prices paid for the pictures in
the previous season be a guide to you in
determining what was a fair price in the

“Has

that it had.

any reference been made to legislation in Congress proposed in question

with block booking?”
“Yes,” Cohn recollected.

“Mr.

(Louis)

Nizer read what he considered a ‘brief’ report as to the Neely Bill, and he told us
what he considered were the legal aspects
of that thing.”
“Was there any discussion then
nection with it?” asked Ryan.

in con-

“No. Mr. Nizer did all the talking.”
“At these meetings, does anybody talk
besides Mr. Nizer ”
“Strange to say,” said Cohn,
people

do any

talking

except

“very

Mr.

few

Nizer.”

season you were then talking about?”
“I would say somewhat,” said Cohn.
“They

are the chief, are they not?”

“No, they are the most

minimum

guide,

I would say.”
Cohn spoke of attending Film Board of
Trade meetings at 1501 Broadway in New

New Whitneyville House
New Haven — The Whitney Theatre Co.
has completed preliminary plans that will
enable it to proceed with the construction
this summer of a theatre in Whitneyville.
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Summer
plans to open within
GOULD
QEORGE
the next few weeks with motion pictures
at the Summit Hotel in Poland, Me.
Charles Bassin of the equipment division of the M&P Theatres Corp., is the inventor of a number of photographic utilities for use in amateur film work.

Blooms in N. E.

Joseph A. DiPesa, Loew’s Inc., publicist,
was so improved last week following
throat hemorrhages that his nurse was
discharged. He continues to convalesce,
no definite date having been set for his
return.
Marty

Weiser,

Warner

publicist, was

Boston — Summer

than

Norman
Glassman, operator of the
Rialto in Lowell, has been on the West
Coast.

in

Sam,

Theodore

understood
ford.

and

Martin

Harris

are

to be closing the State in Hart-

Joseph Zuckerman, National Screen
Service artist, is on a four-week vacation
in California . . . Harry Segal of Imperial
was in New York on business last week
. . . Ditto Martin
ski.

Mullin

and

Sam

Pinan-

Ray Mayer, recently in “King of Chinatown” and “Oklahoma Kid,” was featured
this week on the RKO Boston stage. Also
making a comely appearance were Loye,
Hite, and Stanley who were in the film,
"New

Faces.”

last week in behalf of “Sons of Liberty.” Ben Domingo is playing the short
at Keith’s Memorial under a special booking arrangement. M&P take Warner and
First National features.
Ethel

Rogers

has

acquired

New

England

distribution rights to “Dead Men Tell No
Tales,” which A1 Lauder Boston-premiered at the Trans-Lux.
Paul

Levi,

Metropolitan

at

taken

Sam

up

residence

Davidson

in Beverly

last week

of Ken Maynard’s
Cameo vaults.

prints

Lead”

in his

“Flaming

MOTIOGRAPH

on

page

•

furn-

Fred Geisler gave “Ecstasy” its first
showing in Maine at the Show Boat, which
he opened last week in Auburn. It is a
summer location.
Nora Kelly, secretary to Branch Manager Edward X. Callahan at 20 th-Fox, has
been vacationing . . . Meyer Marcus, assistant to Publicist Harry Browning at

is scheduled

to appear

another

time

George

in

“Shadow

is to appear

and

2

in Somerset

He will inaugurate a nine-week season
there July 1. The Connelly play is to hit
Broadway later.

Pagano

to Warner

Hollywood — Ernest

the Warner

LAMPS

•

Pagano

has

Oh

ocd
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receipts are not what

always

us diagnose
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they should

be, can
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ailment

(no obligation

to you)

Let
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<

World’s

Dave Perkins, Northampton manager
for Western Massachusetts Theatres, Inc.,
has supervised the darkening of the Plaza.
Albert V. Meltzer, state commander of
the Jeiuish War Veterans, made the introductory remarks at the annual Jewish
Veterans’ Memorial Service, held Sunday
at Temple Israel. Rabbi Harry Levi delivered the ritual service. Lieut. Gov. Horthe Comonwealth’s

x
H

2

prescribe

the remedy

for bigger

and

better business.
i— <
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a

o

o

Q

Screen Service headed
Fair sojourn Friday.

3, 1939

joined

writing staff.

WHAT IS

O

C/3

:: June

Sub-

U
HH

is laying tentative plans for a recurrant northern New England auto jaunt in
August . . . Herbert Rice of National
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in

at the Theatre-By-the-Sea, in
Walter Hampden will be there

M&P,

ace T. Cahill extended
greeting.

are

advertising

manager, and his bride are acquiring
iture for a new Newton home.

toward

more

Marc Connelly’s new play, “Land of the
Living,” will be tested during the summer
at the Deertrees Theatre at Harrison, Me.
Bela Blau, New York producer, has leased
the house which was built three years ago.

71)

BIRDSEYE

with

“Whiteoaks,” will be at Stockbridge on
June 26, at Dennis on July 3, and at Mt.
Kisko on June 13.

Mrs. Marianna Moore has filed a petition at Barnstable probate court objecting
(Continued

Landi

Grace

Hills.

received

theatres,

roster of film names,

Maugham’s “The Circle” the week of July
stance.”
31
at the Ogunquit Playhouse at the Maine
summer
resort. Ethel Barrymore, in

Richard Mahn,
who
accompanied
Charles W. Koerner to the West Coast as
secretary, is doubling there as treasurer of
the Hill St. Theatre. Mr. and Mrs. Mahn

Plans are gaining momentum for summer film outings, including those annuals
of Columbia and the M&P Theatres Corp.

Ben

Moore of the Paramount is inclining toward a near-future wedding.

supervising the World’s Fair showing of
the first full Polaroid sound picture, “In
Tune With Tomorrow.’ The innovation
affords a three-dimensional illusion.

Clyde Tilton, operator of the Opera
House in Gorham, is now running films
at the Town Hall in Pittsburgh, N. H.

Harry Goldberg, assistant to Manager
Abner Pinanski of the Modern, may listen
to wedding bells this fall.

Elissa

“Tovarich”
Matunuck.

Edivi?i Land and George Wheelwright,
local developers of Polaroid, have been

have

the usual

springing up in New England. The season officially got under way with the beginning of the 39th consecutive season of
the Lakewood Players at Skowhegan, Me.
Melville Burke is director for the ninth
season.

town

Elsie Bridson of National Screen Service was out last week with the grippe.
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gUSINESS at the downtowners tock another drop last week, and holdover of
“Rose of Washington Square’’ and “Mr.
Moto on Danger Island” at the College
was the only bill to hit the average mark
for the usual lower admissions . . . Nabes
complained of another bad week . . .
Horace Heidt not up to the usual SRO
Sunday

crowds at the Arena either, although Lou Armstrong and Harry James
were expected to attract big business the
following week.
Frank
George

Mullen,

Charles

Lazarus

and

Weber were New Haven representatives at the Metro booker s-off ice man-

agers-checking supervisors’ convention at
the Hotel Astor, New York, following a
prior district meeting in Boston. At the big
city, Boston, New Haven, New York-New
Jersey, Buffalo, Albany and Washington
exchanges were represented.
New

Haven zone of Warner
partment started and finished

theatre dein the lead

in the past quarter’s drive, and theatre
managers and others will receive cash

Still enough

optimism

around

to prompt

new theatres . . . The Hess’s of Moosup
have purchased a site on Pequonic Ave.
and will build in Groton . . . Robert
Schwartz of Thomaston is proceeding
with his new building full speed . . . Joseph
Reed has delayed opening of the Bantam
Theatre

to June 6, with “Rose of Washington Square” . . . The house will be third
in the territory to run single feature. Admissions will be 15-40 cents evenings, 1030 cents matinees . . . Michael Cascioli is
rumored

to have bought the property adjoining the Forest, again under construction, to be used for parking . . . The new
750-seat Avon, reported an unusually
beautiful colonial house, will open next
week.

John Bourgeois and John jr., will equip
the former Town Hall, in Stafford, five
miles from Stafford Springs, and convert
it into the 250 -seat Country Theatre.
Tentative opening date was set for June 2.
National

Theatre Supply was reported installing Simplex projectors. The house will

prizes. The division is not even scheduling vacations before the new quarter is
launched with a bang.

operate five nights a week at 20-30 cents
admission, and Saturday matinee, 10-25
cents, single feature . . . Joe Woods showed
pictures in this town many years ago.

The Ritz Bros, finished the big-name
vaudeville season at the State, Hartford,
which is now on a lower-admissions summer schedule. Four picture hits on a program, and state-wide amateur contests are
among
the special inducements now

the first day’s play in the anniversary
tournament at Racebrook Country Club

offered.

Max

WANTED:
Experienced Game Salesmen
Covering New England Territory
for New Screen Game. Liberal
Commissions. Give Full Details in
Your Letter.

The

only two

exhibitors

were I. J. Hoffman
department and A1

qualifying

after

of Warner’s theatre
Pickus of Stratford.

Tabackman, Sam Rosen, George Wilkinson, and others in the territory played.

Peter Brennan, father of Katherine
Fitzgerald, is the winner of the exchange
employes’ sick benefit drawing . . . Jack
Mullen of Metro and Katherine Fitzgerald,
president of B- 41 exchange union, are
scheduled to meet until J. S. MacLeod of
the maintenance department on union
matters.
Spyros Perakos, son of Peter, who after
graduating from Yale last June started as

Tally-Ho
This Screen Game
Is Played in Full
View of Audience.
Patrons Operate
This Game Themselves. They Spin
for Their Own
Prizes, and Win
What They Spin.
“IT'S DIFFERENT"

Theatre Projecto Corp.
33 West
NEW
70

60th Street,

YORK

CITY

an usher at Warner’s Stanley, Jersey City,
has been promoted to assistant manager
of the United States Theatre, Hoboken. He
also will do relief managerial duty during
the summer. Fast work!
Members

of the Auxiliary

of the Indian

Neck

Fire Co. attended a showing of “Pygmalion” at the Branford Theatre as part
of an annual celebration.

Mrs. Sylvester Z. Poli and daughter,
Marchese Lilli Gerini, were guests of the
Bridgeport post of Veterans of Foreign
Wars last week, and Mrs. Poli gave the
boys a 300-pound
Poli flourish.
Members

cake

of the house

with

the good

did not take kind-

AIR CONDITIONING?
Nothing

Better — Nothing
Than Well Water

ROBINSON

old

ARTESIAN
CO.. INC.

Cheaper

WELL

EYNNFIEED
CENTER,
MASS.
Tel. Lynnfield Center 123

ly to the antics of the Ritz Bros, who were
invited to visit during a session. One of
the three replaced Speaker Howe on the
rostrum, crossed his eyes, stuck out his
tongue and went into his routine, assisted
by the other two who were planted on
opposite sides of the chamber. The governor had been invited for a surprise. But
the patter of the dizzy Ritz’s, (then appearing at the State Theatre) fell flat and
got scant applause, and when
they
thumbed the governor to have his picture
taken with them, they sounded a wrong
note. Says a commentator : “They hear so
much silly stuff the Ritz brothers sounded
like another
More
mockery
Sherman,

group

to the

of solons.”

legislators

liking was

the

of “Will Rogers” Johnson of
who thought the gambling angle

of Bingo over-stressed, since the farmer
gambles with nature from the planting
until harvest — “when he’s lucky if nature
leaves him enough kernels with which to
man

a Bingo

board.”

C. M. Maxfield, Patchogue operator,
who visited last week, was once treasurer
of Connecticut MPTO, operator of the
Broadway and Palace, Norwich, manager
of the Colonial, Hartford, then operator of
houses in New Hartford, Collinsville, Avon,
Cheshire and Farmington.
Lou Anger will renovate and redecorate
the Colonial Theatre, Bridgeport, this
summer . . . Add new theatres: The 250seat Colony Theatre, Sound View, will
open as Conrose’s Cinema City on June
15 with “The Girl Said No,” single feature
policy, 15-30 cents admission. Billy Rose,
Sid Conn and Julian B. Tuthill, who will
supervise personally, are the operators,
who

also run Conrose’s Skateland in Hartford and other ventures. “Snow White and
the Seven Dwarfs” will follow the first
attraction.
Lou

Schaefer, Paramount manager, invited representatives of a cross-section of
the New Haven population to a preview of
“ Invitation to Happiness,” which opens at
the house June 15 . . . John Hesse was inspired to adapt an old locomotive trailer,
built on an old Packard chassis, and used
once some time ago by a local gasoline
dealer, for a “Unio?i Pacific” ballyhoo, at
the Warner, Bridgeport, which he is now
temporarily managing . The stunt was so
good that it was subsequently used in
Waterbury, Danbury and other spots
where the picture played, as an attractive
street display.
Sam Badamo of the College, New Haven,
caused a stir in sedate New Haven when
he dressed four of his ushers as “The Cisco
Kid” with uniforms and sombreros and let
them ride the streets . . . The Poli, Waterbury, which has once-a-week vaudeville,
has booked Nick Lukas in person for a
four-day engagement . . . Nat Rubin had
Jack Tweed, airport manager, interviewed
on WELI for “Only Angels.”
worked with Pan-American.
Nathan

Podoloff,

manager

Tweed

once

of the Arena,

has called in federal agents in a counter(Continued on page 73)
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to the divorce recently granted Raymond
Moore, operator of the Cape Playhouse at
Denis, from becoming absolute. Moore
was recently granted a decree on the
grounds

of cruelty. A child was
sequent to the decision.

born

sub-

Irving Zussman of the Metro Premium
Co. has been in New York . . . Charles
Brent was in Spring field, Vt„ last week,
roadshowing “Wages of Sin,’’ which recently day-and-dated at the Globe and
Beacon. Several circuits have signed for
the celluloid.
Dr.

Thomas

N.

Hepburn,

father

eran, and Mrs. Hayner celebrated a wedding anniversary last week, Friday.

Frank Perry, Foxboro operator, expects
to have his air-conditioning system ready
lay.
about June 12. It is a water-cooled out-

Dr. Melvin Warner of the Will Rogers Memorial Hospital has been visiting
at the home of Camille Carpentier of
Keith’s Memorial.

Pauline Winston, Columbia biller, has
been ill . . . Thelma Henniger of Columbia has been on the sick list.

Just as a closer, did you know there is
a law in Connecticut forbidding men to
shave on Sunday?

Harold Sachs, Columbia home office
representative, continued in town this
week . . . Lou Brown, temporary Loew’s,
Inc., Boston publicist, was visited here
last week by Mrs. Lou Brown.

Frank

Hayner,

Keith’s Memorial

Hollywood — Philip MacDonald
"

Adapting

"Rebecca

has been

signed by David O. Selznick to adapt “Rebecca,” the Daphne du Maurier novel,
which Alfred Hitchcock will direct.

vet-

of

Katharine Hepburn, was the young physician who notified Dr. Charles W. Eliot of
Harvard that the latter had been chosen
the first president of the American Social
Hygiene Society. It was recalled at the
25th anniversary of the organization last
week. The president emeritus of Harvard
refused the ambassadorship to Great
ain in order to accept the office.

closing of the

Brit-

MONOGRAM
NEWS

OF THE

Magovsky of 20 th-Fox is on vacation with the World’s Fair ideas . . .
Max Magovsky of National Screen Service
may take another auto tour the first two
weeks in July.

WEEK

Anna

June may

business

Newell Kurson, Boston executive for
Graphic Theatre circuit, was in Maine on
business last week . . . Burt Lazarus,
premium distributor and Roy E. Heffner,
Bank Night, have been sun bathing at L
St. .. . Cecil Rudnick of National Screen
Service has been on a seven-day sojourn.
Malloy,

formerly

is understood
shooting on the

Chicago

of

the

Boston

to be trouble-

Kid.”

Tom Horgan, A.P. representative, formerly with the Herald-Traveler , has a new
boat to replace that was destroyed by last
year’s hurricane. Film publicity men and
critics have been among those already entertained.

William

McCourt

of the

managerial

staff of the Keith Albee is back at Keith’s

Certainly Covers
Cinema
Boston — "Cynosure!"

covered

alliterated

in Transcript

:: June

put it on a profit-paying basis. More recently, Lloyd opened a house in Presque,

events held in the film district.

Isle, Maine, and from what we
going to be successful there, too.
set an enviable record for himself
distance commuter to many of
*

*

hear, he's
Lloyd has
as a longthe social

*

Over here is William B. Savits — no relation to the Philadelphia bandleader— Jan. Bill is associated with the Charley Morse circuit. Right now
he is stationed at the Arcadia Theatre in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and
is doing O. K. Bill is a staunch believer in the merits of independent film
because he has depended upon them for a
number of years and they've certainly kept
him AND the customers satisfied. He began in the business when Boston's Metropolitan Theatre was first opened. For five
years Bill was in charge of personnel with
various chains, later on opening theatres
throughout the country. He is proud of his
•k
k them
k
two children and calls
his only hobby.
A new action-western starring Jack Randall in "Across the Plains" is in the office
today. Randall has become extremely pop-

Steve Broidy

the

col-

Monogram
39 CHURCH

umns consistently."
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ular in his new roles as a rootin', hootin',
shootin' cowboy. If it's straight action you
are looking for, this picture has it! Yippee!

Boston Transcript, continuing, "Cinema creations cited concisely . . . candid comment . . . corrective criticism
. . . clearly

be a swell institution. Any-

American.

Nathan Levin, M&P manager at the
Dudley in Roxbury, promoted a costume,
hired a horse, and assigned one of his ushers to gallop throughout the community
in behalf of “Oklahoma

must

way, it's about time you met Lloyd Bridgone of the younger men in the business. He opened the Broadway in Dover,
Hampshire, a couple of years ago and

ham,

John

for brides but the

girls are out of luck as far as this week's
two subjects are concerned. Both of them
are married and have families. And from
the smiles on their faces, this marriage

Charles W. Koerner, west coast divisional manager for RKO, has recovered
from a brief illness, it has been learned
here.

American,

be the month

3, 1939

Pictures, inc.
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Cocktails at Event
For Morris Joseph
New Haven — Celebrating an outstanding occasion in the annals of Meadow St.,
— the 25th anniversary of Morris Joseph’s
arrival in New Haven as exchange manager for Universal — the silver anniversary
cocktail party in the “U” offices was one
of the Street’s outstanding social successes.

Sirica, Capitol, Waterbury; A. L. Schuman, Black Rock, Bridgeport; Martin
Keleher, Princess, Hartford; Harry F.
Shaw, Loew-Poli division manager; Mrs.
Shaw, Robert E. Russell, Matt Saunders,
Nat Rubin, Jack Sidney, Otto Esposito,
Morris Mendelssohn, Elliot Kronish, Charlotte McGuigan of the Loew-Poli circuit;
Lou Schaefer, Paramount Theatre manager; Gilbert Josephson of the World
Theatre, New York; Mrs. Jack Crawford,
Lincoln Theatre manager; Lou Wechsler,
United Artists manager; Henry Germaine
of Paramount; A. L. Titus of Universal;
Ben Lourie, Sidney Swirsky and Sidney

Several hundred exhibitors, exchange
representatives from New York, Boston
and New Haven, and many other friends
called to offer congratulations and good
wishes, and stayed to exchange friendly
greetings in the territory and to partake
of the elaborate buffet. Guests also
signed the silver testimonial scroll, on
which was inscribed the following message:

“We, the undersigned, wish to express
our sincere good wishes on your 25th anniversary with Universal Pictures. We
know of no man more deserving of this
tribute for his untiring efforts and energy
toward the motion picture industry. No
man is more beloved nor held in higher
esteem by his associates. A quarter of a
century of progress well spent. Good luck,
Morris.”
Among those present were William A.
Scully, Universal vice-president; A1 Herman, Universal district manager; Louis
Astor, Columbia circuit sales manager;
Mrs. Astor, Lester Tobias, Tobias Premiums; C. M. Maxfield, district manager
for Joseph Seider at Patchogue, L. I.;
Edward Peskay and William Brown of the
Palace and Strand, Stamford; P. W.
Francke, “U” traveling auditor; Maurice
N. Wolfe, Boston district manager for
Metro; Charles Morse of Morse & Rothenberg, Boston; I. J. Hoffman, B. E. Hoffman, and Maxwell Hoffman, Warner
Theatre heads here; Flora Cohen, formerly with RKO here, now with Casey and
Wheeler, New York; Dan Seletsky, M&P,
Boston; Pat Goode, postmaster of New
Haven; George Wilkinson of the Wilkinson, Wallingford; Mrs. Wilkinson and
George Wilkinson jr.; Michael Daly of the
Daly, Hartford; Peter Perakos of the Palace, New Britain; Morris Jacobson, Murray Kauffman, Nat Greenberg of Jacobson & Levine circuit, Bridgeport.
Dr. J. B. Fishman, Abe Fishman, Harry
Fishman, A1 Bookspan, Lawrence Caplan,
Jack Post of the Fishman circuit; Joseph
Walsh of the Colonial, Southington and
Rialto, Windsor Locks; Dave Magliora,
Rialto manager; Sam Rosen of Rosen’s
Film Delivery and the Rosen-Lockwood
houses; Thomas Donaldson, Metro manager; Timothy O’Toole, Columbia manager; Ben Simon, 20th-Fox manager; John
Pavone, Warner manager; Edward Ruff,
Paramount manager; I. Levine, Grand
National manager; Barney Pitkin, RKO
manager; George Rabinowitz, Republic
manager; Arthur L. Smith of the Edmond
Town Hall, Newtown; Irwin Wheeler, New
Canaan; Ted Harris of the State, Hartford; Jack Schwartz of the West End,
Bridgeport; Leo Ricci, Capitol, Meriden;
William Sirica, Lido, Waterbury; Michael
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Adjournment Date
Is Not in Sight
Boston — No date is in sight for the conclusion of the Massachusetts legislature.
Still not acted upon are numerous tax and
labor bills of vital interest to the motion
picture industry.
The legislative committee on labor and
industries has approved a bill which would
forbid employment after 10:00 p. m. of
boys under 21 and girls under 16.
A public hearing was held on a bill
which would allow dog racing tracks to
operate day-and-date with county and
state fairs. The measure, before the legal
affairs committee, was stoutly opposed.

38 Films Untouched by
Massachusetts Censor
Boston — There

was

not

in the latest list of motion

an

elimination

pictures, com-

prising 38, to go before Commissioner Eugene M. McSweeney’s bureau of Sunday
censorship. Passed without a snip were
Warner’s “Juarez,” Universal’s “House of
Fear,” and Columbia’s “Only Angels Have

Flanked —
By

wife

and

guest, Morris

daughter,

is the

honor

Twenty-seven vaudeville routines were
approved for Sunday performances, but a
half-dozen
were modified and six others
Wings.”
were ruled out for the Sabbath.

Joseph.

A Traffic-Stopper for
Lax, Columbia; Milton Hyams, Morton
Katz, Charles Lazarus, George Weber,
Frank Mullen of Metro; Lewis Ginsburg,
United Artists; Hugh Maguire, RKO; Dave
Charman, Lawrence, New Haven; Joseph
Corwell, Liberty, Bridgeport.
George Comden, Fine Arts, Westport;
Leo Schapiro, Guilford Theatre; A1 Pickus,
Stratford Theatre; Max
Tabackman,
Rivoli, West Haven; Samuel Calechman,
Howard Theatre; Leo Bonoff of Saybrook
and Madison; Harry Lavietes, Pequot, New
Haven; Steve Panora, Stafford Springs;

" Hardys Ride High "

Boston —
Traffic-stopping publicity,
literally, has been extant here in the form
of a $12 roadster, plastered with stills and
such on “The Hardys Ride High.” The
vehicle has been described by Lou Brown
and A1 Longo as "broken down.” It has
done just that in several of the more
crowded sections of the city, stalling traffic but by no means stymying the exploitation angle.

Lucy

Flack, Capitol, Milford; Larry Germaine, Warner theatre department; Julian
Tuthill, film editor Hartford Times;

E. M. Loew

Michael Tomasino, White Way and Victory, New Haven; Angelo Tomasino; Nick
DelRossi, Watertown; Ray
England,
Southington; Joseph Reed, Washington
Depot and Bantam; Harry Blume, Plaza,
New Haven; Richard Carroll, Paramount;
Hugh Connors jr., Daly, Hartford; Edward
Ahearn, Lowell;
Katherine Sullivan,
United Artists; Adolph G. Johnson,
Strand, Hamden; N. C. Wrisley; A1 Daytz;

Play
Femmes'
Boston'Club
— Sam de
Davidson
has sold

Lou

ting the party against a silver background,
with other colorful decorations. George
Weber of Metro photographed the event.

Moscow; Katherine Fitzgerald, exchange employes union president; Lenore
LaVine, Warner; Jeanette Berliner, Grand
National; Sonny Levine of Jacobson and
Levine; Mrs. Morris Joseph, Samuel Bailey
and Mrs. Bailey, son-in-law and daughter
of Morris Joseph; Mrs. Sidney Lax, Mrs.
S. Cohen, Leon Glouskin, Sam Aaron, A.
Herman, Emil Feldberg, National Screen.
Eva Copperstack and the remainder of
the “U” staff helped welcome the guests.
The offices were hung with drapes, set-

de Femmes”
The Danielle
chain

Circuit Will

“Club
to the E. M. Loew circuit.
Darrieux film was given its

premiere at the new Hollis in Framingham. “Ballerina,” another Cameo release, was accorded its first booking on the

independent chain at the newly
ed Mohawk in North Adams.

construct-

A continuous picture showing what happened to a contract finally signed by
Joseph and Michael Tomasino was on
view, and talent scouts are now said to be
trying to sign up both men for the acting
end of the game. Mae Coleman catered.
It was agreed the party was a huge success, and the entire territory repeats,
“Good luck, Morris.”
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HAMPSHIRE

Slack,”
“Private
SLACK,
K. War
QLAYTON
appeared in
hero,
the World
in connection

Manchester

with

the show-

ing of “Four Aces,” which he personally
assembled from official photographs, at
the Globe and Empire theatres. Private
Slack’s visit was featured extensively in
the Manchester Union-Leader with advertising tieups.

to

Manchester people had an opportunity
see themselves on the screen when

“Movie Queen,” an Amateur Theatre
Guild production, was shown by the Lions
Club in Practical Arts Auditorium, Manchester. There was also a stage show and
style parade.

First-Hand

Information —

John Garfield, left, talks shop
Interstate Circuit, Boston.

with

Downie Bros. Circus has secured a license for performances in Manchester,
June 7.
The Farragut Players will open their
fifth season at Rye Beach, July 4, under
management
illa Kerr.

of Dorothy

Portsmouth

was

Crane

thronged

and

Ber-

with newsreel

cameramen after Uncle Sam’s newest submarine, Squalus, foundered 15 miles off
the coast.
Firemen were called to the State Theatre in Nashua, when a short circuit in the
transformer ignited wiring on a neon sign.

Critics , Clocks , Clothes
And "Young

Lincoln"

Boston — There’s doings when 20th-Fox
invites a train load of Boston film critics to
attend a premiere, such as that of “Young
Mr. Lincoln” in Springfield, 111. Marjory
Adams of the Globe, Peggy Doyle of the
American, and John Hutchens of the
Transcript went to New York several days
early in order to catch some shows.
Charles Howard of the Globe figured his
electric alarm clock might not function
and

he might miss the 7:30 train on departure morning, so he journeyed from
New York a day earlier.
Helen Eager of the Traveler went shopping and came back with two ensembles,
one blue and one black. Prunella Hall of
the Post was temporarily none too happy
because she was unaccompanied by her
husband who usually goes along on her
business jaunts, even those to the west
coast.

Exeter Street Theatre
May

Close June 10

controversy because of tax-exemption
privileges accorded ecclesiastic buildings,
may

continue
mer months.

dark

Wanger

even

Buys

after

the

Hollywood — “Send
F. G. Presnell, has
Walter Wanger. Tay

Another Coffin,” by
been purchased by
Garnett directs.
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(Continued

from

page

70)

feit ticket probe, which cost the Arena
over 300 bogus admissions to the Sunday
night big-name band vaudeville concerts,
in addition to admission tax on same. An
investigator of the Globe Ticket Co., printer of the authentic tickets, is also on the
job. Poor reproduction of the state seal
was the only bad detail in the printing.
“Man of Conquest” opened June 2-8 at
the Poli, New Haven, and June 9-12 at the
Poli, Waterbury. Palace, Danbury already
has played the Republic feature . . .
“Juarez” had a Memorial Day opening at
Warner houses in New Haven, Hartford
and Bridgeport . . . The Proven Picture
Theatre,

Hartford

played

an

all-Italian

program of several days, featuring “La
Forza Bella Nuova Italia,” or II Duce in
action.
More
Park-in

drive-in openings'. The Riverside
at Agawam on the Hartford Road

. . . Bob

Cobe’s Salisbury Open Air Automobile Theatre, Beach Road, Salisbury

. . . “Young Dr. Kildare”
holdover at the Palace.

is a

Hartford

Hannah Ginsburg of the Warner exchange staff is vacationing in Wilmington,
Dela. . . . Lee Alderman chose the West
Indies cruise . . . Vic Cusanelli, booker,
did the cruises so thoroughly, it’s hard to
choose a new one . . . Lenore LaVine Olderman is considering an auto trip to Cantauk

ad . . . Bob Russell’s fishing trip to MonPoint netted his party 18 pollock,

weighing from 15 to 25 pounds, and
ing muscles from pulling them in.

ach-

Avon

theatres, Stamford; Capitol, Waterbury; Lily, Plainfield, and Country, Stafford . . . Warner Club, Hartford division,
taking in Hartford, Manchester, Bristol
and New Britain, will whoop it up at a
dinner-dance at the Hilltop House June 4,
with several New Haveners as guests.

sum-

Story

and

Mrs.

Sherburne

Graves

of the

Bank Nighl Data for

National Screen has signed contracts
with Weiss Amusement for Stamford and

Boston — The Exeter Street Theatre is
to close June 10, it is understood. The
house, situated in a remodeled church and
which in recent years has been a point of

Mr.

High Court Readied
Boston — The record in the anti-lottery
case testing the legality of Bank Night in
Plymouth and Norfolk counties is being
printed for entry at the state supreme
court. This action follows superior court
allowance of the bill of exceptions in the
recent
tion.
The

Key
matter

Middleboro,

is being hurried

litiga-

so the case

may be heard, if possible, before the
bench prior to the summer recess.

"Grapes"

full

to Johnson

Hollywood — Nunnally Johnson will
script and act as associate producer on
“Grapes

New

of Wrath”

for 20th-Fox.

Haven, have done a Universal skating short and are now in vaude . . . Plymouth Playhouse, Milford strawhat, opens

July 1 with a week of “You Can’t Take It
With You” . . . Stony Creek opens July
3, possibly running shows Tuesday through
Sunday.

Since the last bout ended in a draw, Nat
Rubin has been challenged to a return
match with his opponent . . . Jim Memery, Loew artist, is moving to Indian Neck
for the summer June 1, even if it snows
. . . Jim and Mrs. Jim will visit the family
in Toronto in August . . . Dave Kauffman,
Loew artist, is the latest to join the golf
thing.
enthusiasts,
with special clubs and every-

Jack Schaefer, editor of Theatre News,
urges that exhibitors publicize showing
schedule with each new program, as “big
productions have become more complex,
create distinct and individual moods,
achieve character development, depend
upon

cumulative

appreciated
Mitzi Green is on the actors’ list for the
Ivoryton Playhouse this summer . . . Society’s Esme O’Brien, beautiful deb, will
make her stage debut at the Ridgefield
Playhouse . . . Bill and Chickie Carter and
their seven and eight-year old children, of

Theatre,

effect,” and

in “reverse

cannot

be

chunks.”

Alice Murray, bookkeeper at the Daly,
Hartford, is sporting a new Buick . . .
Hugh
Connors, district manager for
Michael Daly at Lowell, has put Evelyn
at the top of his list.
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Charley McCarthy
Not Her Claim

PORTLAND

Is

Boston — A feminine enigma has been
making the rounds of some of the local
theatres. She
different times

has turned up at four
at the RKO Boston; in

the respective roles of (1) Myma
Loy,
(2) Elissa Landi, (3) Irene Castle, and
(4)

as

and

being

a

gal
held

kidnaped

in

New

York

for ransom.

Boston — Film men’s graves were among
those decorated by the Theatrical Post of
American Legion. Citing “their unselfish
and faithful service to our beloved country,” state film head, Patrick F. Healey,
led film district Legionnaires in Memorial
Day exercises at the graves of Lieut. A.
Vernon Macaulay, Orlando Catignani, Carl
Morse Crawford, John Fullick, Royal
Greene, Edward V. Magann, Merle G.
Mitchell, Arthur Tartro, William C. Spearin, Frank Zampino, John Malcolm Blue,
Benjamin Wolpe, and George Weinstein.

For Jennie /. Somerby
were

held

Sunday in Winchester for Jennie J. Somerby, sister of Al Somerby and daughter
of the late Rufus Choate and Nellie Somerby. She died at Stoneham Hospital.

How

Boston — George

and

Westbrook received sentences in superior court May 29. It marked the first
time these games had reached this court
in Cumberland county, and the authorities
were confident that Beano and Quizzo
were smashed permanently.

shows

were

to have

been

tive time. Kraska

has

Joyce Dana

been

returning

Day

Ballyhoos

" Streets of Paris"
Boston — Joyce Dana, film critic for the
Boston Record until recently, is back in
the entertainment fold doing publicity on

held

“Streets of Paris.”
She was associated

cut the run of “Broadway Serenade” to
five days in order to open with “The
Hardys Ride High” on the holiday . . .
“Recess Time,” popular juvenile radio program held each Saturday morning at the
State Theatre since last October, went off

field for many
Pesa, Loew’s

years

in the
with

advertising

Joseph

publicity manager

A. Di-

in Boston.

Gets Wile and Camera

the air May 28. “Summer Souvenirs,” a
radio program directed at the tourists,
will take its place. The Federal Writers

Boston — Mike Gorfinkle of Columbia
and Miss Dorothy Block were married at
Hazelton, Pa. Gorfinkle, at a mixed party
attended by some 25 couples at Ten Acres,
was presented with a camera.

Bill Benjamin, NS salesman, is on vacation. He plans to spend a week in New
Jersey mid a second week in Manchester,
N. H. . . . Mrs. Harry Botwick and daughter, Lennye, expect to visit relatives and
friends in New Haven on June 10.

motion

rebooked

Bay stand. It opened Memorial
for a scheduled one week.

at the Strand and Colonial theatres Decoration Day eve . . . The State Theatre

to operate

has

the celluloid once a year, with one exception, since it first played the Back

Blau of New York. The play, “The Land
of the Living,” will be presented on Broadway following its Maine showing.
Midnight

Kraska

"Two Hearts in Three-Quarter Time"
into the Fine Arts for the fifth consecu-

Project is cooperating with the management in preparing the historical sketches,
which will feature the show.

Services in Winchester
services

gEANO and Quizzo were called violations
of the Maine anti-gambling laws, as
11 operators of Portland, South Portland

A new play by Marc Connelly, famous
playwright, will be presented as part of
the summer season at the Deertrees Theatre at Harrison, recently leased by Bela

Film Men's Graves Are
Decorated in Boston

Boston — Funeral

Kraska Again Books
" Two Hearts "

James E. Young
Boston — James E. Young, 67, former
stage electrician, is dead in Quincy. His
widow and a daughter survive.

picture theatres

profitably
Here is a new book full of HOW TO DO IT information, written by a man
who believes that the first objective of theatre management is to make money.
In this book he covers motion picture theatre management from A to Z,
giving the best results of years of experience as a guide in establishing
successful policies, building profitable business, and efficiently operating any
size theatre.

The Management of
Motion Picture Theatres
By FRANK

Get

This Great

Aid

Management ! GET

to Theatre

H. RICKETSON,

Jr.

President, Fox Inter-Mountain Theatres, Inc.

IT TODAY!!
Send check or money

375 pages. 6x9, illustrated, $3.50
order to

ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS, 4804 East Ninth Street, Kansas City, Missouri
74

BOXOFFICE

::

June

3, 1939

SETOA

Pertinent Remarks
At

the SETOA

Convention

in Jackson-

vil e :
There are three essentials in life — food,
clothing and entertainment — and I believe
that entertainment gives us the proper
balance to make life worth living. — HON.
FULLER WARREN, member of the Florida
legislature.
I believe the theatre owners should combat every effort made to increase taxes
by city, state and federal government.
Naturally politicians are for it as increased
taxes means increased patronage. The
problem

of tax burdens is much more important than hundreds of smaller matters
theatre and movie people worry over all
the time. — HON. GEORGE
C. BLUME,
mayor of Jacksonville.
If the Neely

bill becomes

a law you

will

find various organizations ready and willing to tell you how to run your business.
Theatre owners have frequently run many
pictures endorsed and approved by organizations which they knew would be boxoffice flops but did so to please some group.
— ED KUYKENDALL,
president of Motion
Picture Theatre Owners of America.
If you don’t buy pictures right you’re
licked from the start. I have been buying pictures for nearly 30 years and at the
end of each year I realize what a fool I
have been. — ROY E. MARTIN , president of
the Martin Chain, Columbus, Ga.

M. C. Moore

Southeastern Theatre Owners Ass’n as
president, for his fourth term. Moore has
been active in the affairs of the theatre

support
SETOA

of the exhibitor. — M.
president.

the
the

C. MOORE,

It takes a shock to bring people together. The distributors have approached
the trade practice code with a full realization of what they were giving up. —
OSCAR MORGAN , southern sales manager
for Paramount.
We have had success in making our own
trailers. We found that the trailers sent
us, frequently gave away the story, — the
importance of the picture was exaggerated,
— in feature comedies the best jokes were
picked out and crammed into the trailer
and when the picture was shown the jokes
were flat or second-run — no emphasis on
good pictures, as the length on trailers
were the same for good or bad pictures.
Our copy ties in with the same used in
newspapers and on lobby boards and we
endeavor to localize our trailers. — RICHARD KENNEDY, of the Wilby-Kincey
cuit. Birmingham, Ala.

Cir-

I made a thorough study of the Neely
bill, but would have opposed it if for no
other reason than seeing those favoring
it at the Washington hearing. They were
an unusual group of long-haired men and
short-haired women who understood but
little of what they were talking about. —
OSCAR C. LAM, Rome, Ga.

New

Orleans

Ace

Open

New Orleans — The Ace Theatre, a Negro house, has reopened here. It was rebuilt following a fire.
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for many years and is given considerable credit for the large membership

the SETOA now enjoys. The two-day convention in Jacksonville attracted more than
300 theatre owners and their wives from
four southern states and was one of the
largest ever held by the organization.
Col. T. E. Orr of Albertville, Ala., was
elected treasurer and Tom Brandon of
Titusville, Fla., secretary. O. C. Lam of
Rome, Ga., was re-elected as representative of the group on the board of the
MPTOA.
Four

vice-presidents,

one

from

each

of

Faith by Kuykendall
In Arbitration Plan
be

Jacksonville — The arbitration board will
an important factor in the smooth

lour

Term

states, were

elected.

They

were

Bill

Griffin, Alabama; J. H. Thompson, Georgia; Harlow Merryday, Florida, and Hugh
Manning, Tennessee.
More than 300 theatre owners and operators from four southern states were in attendance at the opening of the convention. An informal dinner which was in
the nature

of a get-acquainted

party

was

held

Sunday night at the George Washington Hotel with an attendance of 175.
Ed Kuykendall, president of the MPTOA,
was the principal speaker at the opening
session. He stated that present and proposed national legislation had both big
and little business scared to death. His
talk was confined chiefly to a discussion
of the Neely bill and stated that more than
95 per cent of the theatre owners were
opposed to the bill as they realized it was
the first step leading to governmental
regulation and control. The motion picture
industry has mechanics peculiarly its own
and

it must be run and governed by people who know the business, he said.
He also stated that 75 per cent of the
membership of Allied are opposed to the
bill and support will be given only by a

powerful

minority. Sharp
ducers, distributors and

practice by proexhibitors were

Owners Ass’n here on Tuesday. He stated
that no matter what has been written into

scored by the speaker, who stated that
many irregularities had crept into the
business and the small theatre operator
had suffered as a result. All branches
must wash their linen and get their houses
in order, he said.

the code, a lot would depend on the exchange managers and salesmen. It is up
to them to follow the spirit of the code
and refrain from chiseling or the code
will be kicked about so that it would be
of no value to anyone, he said.
The 20 per cent cancellation clause on

Kuykendall touched briefly on the subject of clearance and the Ascap situation. He said there was no intention of
attempting to destroy the Ascap, but only
a desire to make it fair and to restrain
its power.
The convention was opened by M. C.

films

Moore, president of the SETOA and the
theatre owners were welcomed to Jacksonville by Mayor George C. Blume.

operation
the

Any company that withdraws from
trade practice code does not deserve

to Fourth

Jacksonville, Fla. — Milton C. Moore of
Jacksonville was re-elected to head the

owners

Name

Conventioneers

of the trade practice code, according to Ed Kuykendall, president of

MPTOA
in speaking before the closing session of the Southeastern Theatre

of $100 or less and other cancellation clauses should be worth millions of

dollars to small theatre owners and buyers, the speaker believed.
Kuykendall said that the score charge
was definitely on its way out and under
the code there would be no forcing of
shorts, newsreels, serials or trailers. With
reference to allocation, the plan sets forth
that there cannot be changes in the allocation of pictures after they have been set.
The speaker explained the features of
the rules of arbitration, which sets up
panels

in the exchange territories to arbitrate matters. It was further explained
that there would be many changes in the
code and arbitration board setup, in an
effort to iron out the bugs and make both
plans work to the satisfaction of all.
A doubt was raised as to the success of
the arbitration board by Col. T. E. Orr,

of Albertville, Ala., who stated that although it was one of the real foundation
stones for better understanding, some provision should be made for an appeal to
higher authority. Any arbitration proposal
which does not provide for an appeal is
not constitutional in that it violates the
right to take property without due course
of law, Colonel Orr contended.
Colonel Orr, who is a practicing lawyer,
(Continued on next page)

In
talks

addition to Kuykendall’s address,
were made by Roy E. Martin of

Columbus, Ga., on buying and selling pictures; Richard Kennedy, of the WilbyKincey Corp. of Birmingham, Ala., on the
trailer situation, and Oscar Morgan, district manager for Paramount, on the relation of producer and exhibitor. Morgan’s
talk was impromptu, as he was pinch hitting for Dave Palfreyman, of the MPPDA,
who was detained by business and unable
to attend.
A golf tournament was held at the Ponte
Vedra course, famous ocean side resort,
where the international Ryder Cup matches will be played this fall.
The theatre owners were the guests of
E. J. Sparks, head of the Florida State
Theatres, Inc., operator of more than 100
houses in Florida, at a shore dinner at
Jacksonville Beach.

To Build at Dania, Fla.
Dania, Fla. — The Dania Amusement Co.
has acquired a site here for the erection
of a new theatre. Plans and specifications
are being drawn to begin construction
within a few weeks.

MPTO Board lo Draft
Convention Plans
Oklahoma

their June

City— Complete

convention

are

plans

to be

up dur-

“The purpose of this board meeting is
to draft plans for what we know will be
our greatest and most successful convention,” Loewenstein states. “We want to
make certain that we present the type of
material desired by exhibitors of the state,
that we deal with problems which come
closest to home in each theatre man's own
house and that nothing is left undone in
making this one of the finest state conventions ever held.”
Speakers who have accepted invitations
to address the convention June 26 and 27
here

in Oklahoma City include Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA president; D. R. Milsten.
representative of ASCAP
in Oklahoma;
Bob O'Donnell of the Interstate Circuit
who will fly to the convention from Omaha; Mrs. Besa Short of Interstate; Paul
Short of National Screen Service, and
A. E. Warner of the Oklahoma Gas and
Electric Co.
Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp.; Universal Pictures, Inc.; Paramount Pictures,
Inc.; Monogram Company; Republic Pictures; K. Lee Williams Roadshows, Inc.;
National Theatre Supply Co., Oklahoma
Theatre Supply Co., and Clark Poster Service reserved booths
Warner

Bros.

Pictures,

(Continued

drafted

Morris Loewenstein, MPTO
president,
announced that the meeting is open to
any exhibitor from any section of the state
who wishes to attend and present any
subject he believes should be taken
ing the convention session.

F ailh by Kuykendall
In Arbitration Plan

for

by members of the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of Oklahoma board of directors at their current meeting in the
Biltmore Hotel.

Inc.; Columbia

Sanborn, Mrs. Helen
Edwards, Hudson
O’Neill, Bill
Larird’, Harry

from

preceding

Corker,
Baulch,

page)

King, Chas. L
Glover, Henry
Reams, Sid

"If you don’t put in a clause allowing
appeal,” he warned, “the first case that
comes up in the courts will be thrown out

Wallace, Brince
Bromberg, A. C

as In
illegal.”
answering

this point, Kuykendall
stated that the purpose of the board was
to settle troubles of the industry without
going

W

Baggs, Linton
Hyde, Bolivar
Bridges, C. M
Varnell, M. T
Leuine, Fred

said that he did not think the producers
have anything to lose in writing in a
clause in the rules of arbitration giving
the right to appeal. He pointed out that
many states outlawed arbitration and the
right of appeal would make it easier to
enforce. He told of cases of arbitration
in Alabama which were decided and then
taken to court but had never seen any
ruling of an arbitration board overruled.

into the courts.

The two-day meeting was brought to a
close with a convention banquet and ball.
An elaborate program of entertainment was
offered during the evening and the winners in the golf tournament were officially presented with their trophies and merchandise prizes.

Tampa,
Fla.
Atlanta, Ga.
....Albertville, Ala.
Atlanta, Ga.

Orr, Mrs. Tom
King, Mrs. Gus
King, Gus
Lee, Robert

Atlanta, Ga.
Live Oak, Fla.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Hickory, N. C.
Hickory, N. C.
Atlanta, Ga.
... .Thomaston, Ga.

Thames, J. F
Markowitz, Mr
Weil, Burt
Shiell, Bill
Clouse, Ray J
Clouse, Mrs. Ray
Floyd,
Beach,

Carl
Mrs.

J

Ed

Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Miami, Fla.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.

Ross, Miss Mavis
Rock,
E
Jordan,A1 Shag
Busier,
Busier,

Ray
Mrs.

Anderson,

Tampa, Fla.
Tampa, Fla.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta. Ga.

Ray

H.

F

Waters, A. R
Harwell, Geo. E
Dodson, Fred
Wilson, Paul
Workman,
Wm.
H
Vincent, E. F
Ramsay, Wm.
Mathis, Fred

Atlanta,
Atlanta,

Others

expected

to

have

displays

are

Tad

Screen Advertising Service; Kroe tiler Seat Co.; American Desk Co.; National Screen Service; United Artists; Grand
National: Burch Mfg. Co.; Radio Corp.

of America; Altec Service Corp.; Tex-Lite
Corp.; Napads, Inc., and the Alexander
Film Co.

H

Lyons, Hubert
Laseter, H. P
Hathorne, Vera
Harrison, Paul
Goldsmith, R. M
Dunn, Lynn
Collins. W. J
Campbell. Jimmy

Atlanta,
Atlanta,
St. Louis,

Brandon, Mrs. Thos. . . .
Kuykendall, Mrs. Ed . . . .
Hyde, Mrs. Bolivar ....
Weis, Mrs. Fred
Weis. Albert

Jacksonville — Included

present

for the annual

among

convention

at SETOA

Young, F. W
Young, Mrs. F. W
Snook, Mrs. H. B
Snook, H. B
Joiner. Rube
Koch, Doc
Fiore, A
Fiore, Mrs. A
Kessnich, C. E
Moog, H. B

those

of the

Southeastern Theatre Owners Ass’n here
were the following as the names appeared
on the registration books:
For tun as, A.
Wilson, Wm.

N
L

Sprigg, A. W
Desguin, L. V
{’lark. Burton
« 'lark, Mrs. Burton .
Leonard, Mrs. Bob..
Leonard, Bob
Spears, H. T
Ewert, H. W
Beil. Katherine ....
Kress, Milton H
Bradley, W. G
Kennedy, R. M
Shingler, F. S
Richelieu, Chas
Davis, T. L
Hilgers, C. E
Prince, Dave
Mueller, Milton ....
Fortson, Chas
Tarrant, George
Paul. Harry M
Mueller, Mrs. Milton
Watson, T. E
Brown, J. C
Rosenbaum,
Louis . .
Thompson,
Tommy
Cowart, A. L
Miller, J. M

. . .Apalachicola,

Fla.

Waycross,
Dade City,
...Punta Gorda,
Miami,
Miami,
. . . .Kansas City,
....Kansas City,
Atlanta,
. . . .Jacksonville,
....Jacksonville.
Columbus,
Orlando,
...Birmingham.
Richland,
Tarpon Springs,
Atlanta,
Atlanta,
Atlanta,
....Jacksonville,
Atlanta,
Atlanta,
Atlanta,
. . . .Jacksonville,
Montevallo,
Atlanta,
Florence,
. . . . Hawkinsville,
Edison,
Cordova,

Ga.
Fla.
Fla.
Fla.
Fla.
Mo.
Mo.
Ga.
Fla.
Fla.
Ga.
Fla.
Ala.
Ga.
Fla.
Ga.
Ga.
Ga.
Fla.
Ga.
Ga.
Ga.
Fla.
Ala.
Ga.
Ala.
Ga.
Ga.
Ala.

Castleberry, Lee . . .
Mullen, F. O
Lee, M. G
Fain, Earl
Weis, Fred
Jackson, Mack
Karrh, W. M
Orr, Col. Tom
....
Merryday, Harlow
Manning, Hugh
. . .
Martin, R. E
Lam, O. C
Brandon, Thos. . . .
Harrison, J. H.
Chessman, E. D.
Johnson, Katherine*
Stein, Lukie
Beach, Ed
Wilby, George
Whitaker, Whit
. .
Bach. Mrs. L. S.
Alig, Bill jr
Solomon, Abe
Carbonell, Juan jr.
Remond, Bill
Kuykendall, Ed
Dunn, C. H
Marlemes, Nick
Hensler, M. E
Smith, W. H
Dunn, R. H
Bryan, Frank
Wood, F. J
Davis, Rufus
Davis, Willis J.
Karr, Charlie
Stengel, Kermit
Martin. J. E
Freiwald,

Ed

Hay. Mrs. Tom
Ragsdale, Cleo
Smith. Mrs. W. H
Faulstich, C. J
Faulstich, Mrs. C. J. . . .
Auger, Ed
Dumestre, J. B. jr

Meet

J.

. . .
. . .

. .
. .
. .

... .Nashville, Tenn.
. . .Haines City, Fla.
Cuthbert, Ga.
Leesburg, Fla.
Savannah, Ga.
Alexander City, Ala.
Swainsboro, Ga.
. . . . Albertsville, Ala.
Palatka, Fla.
Etowah, Tenn
Columbus, Ga.
Rome, Ga.
Titusville, Fla.
Atlanta, Ga.
MacClenny, Fla.
Monticello, Fla.
. . .Jacksonville, Fla.
Thomaston, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Tampa, Fla.
..Chattanooga. Tenn.
Key West, Fla.
. . . .Lake Wales, Fla.
Columbus, Miss.
.Chattahoochee, Fla.
Tarpon Springs, Fla.
. . . .Auburndale, Fla.
Brooksville, Fla.
Camilla, Ga.
. .Green Cove Springs
Cordele, Ga.
Dothan, Ala.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Nashville, Tenn.
Montezuma, Ga.
Niceville,

Fla.

St.

Baggs, Mrs. Linton
Balcli, Dave
Marxsen. F. C

Camp, Sue
Bulloch, Madeline

Registered

Dumestre, Mrs. Clara
Howell. O. J
Howell. Mrs. O. J
Barrett., Jack
Morgan, Oscar A
Wilkes, H. F
Kirby, John F
Ezell, John
Davis, Riley
Falis.

. .

Shapiro, Bernie
Martin, Mrs. J.
Avey, Roy
Chadick,
Chadick,

E

Mrs. A.
A. E

E.

Wright, Horace
Smith, Mrs. Danny
Smith, Claude E
Mangham,
Anderson,
Anderson,

John
Mrs. W.
W. W

W.

Merryday, Mrs. Harlow
Manning, Mrs. Hugh..
Lam, Captain H. P. . . .
Dam, Mrs. O. C
Bryan, W. I
Wood, E. H
Harrison, Mrs. J. H. . . .
Laird, Mrs. Harry ....
Wunderly, N. E
Martin, H. G
McPherson, J. G

Atlanta, Ga.
Titusville. Fla.
Columbus, Miss
Petersburg, Fla.
Savannah. Ga.
Savannah. Ga.
Macon. Ga.
Atlanta. Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta. Ga.
Camden. N. J.
Camden, N. J.
Atlanta, Ga.

...New

B

Lester, Mrs. Charlie....
Lester, Kitty
Graham,
Harry
Lester, Charlie
Jeffery, C. O
Graham, R. C

York, N. Y.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga
Atlanta. Ga
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.

Atlanta,
. . . .Jacksonville,
Atlanta,
Atlanta,
Montezuma,
Atlanta,
....New Orleans,
. . .New Orleans,
Atlanta,
...Birmingham,
...Birmingham.
Atlanta,
Atlanta,
Atlanta,
Palatka,
. .
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Ga.
Fla.
Ga.
Ga.
Ga.
Ga.
La.
La.
Ga.
Ala.
Ala
Ga.
Ga.
Ga.
Fla.

Etowah, Tenn.
Jacksonville. Fla.
Rome, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Cordele,
Atlanta,

Ga.
Ga.

Rome,
Atlanta,
Columbus,

Ga.
Ga.
Ga

Kissimmee,
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Ga.
Ga.
Mo.

Florida
Atlanta,
Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Dallas, Ga.
Dallas, Ga.
Dallas. Ga.
Dallas. Ga.
....Brooksville, Fla.
...Jacksonville, Fla.
...Jacksonville, Fla.
. . . .New York, N. Y.
Atlanta, Ga:
Atlanta. Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga

Si

McCoy, R. L
Hoffman, Geo.

Ga.
Ga.

. . .Kansas City, Mo.
St. Louis, Mo.
. . .Kansas City, Mb.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta. Ga

Burch, J. R
Brecheen, J. B

Pictures; the American Seating Co., and
RKO Radio Pictures, Inc., local officials
reserved booths pending acceptance by
their home offices.

Ga.
Ga.
Ga.

Rome, Ga.
Athens, Ga.
. . . .Nashville, Tenn.
Dallas, Ga.
Dallas, Ga.
.... Brunswick, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.
Macon, Ga.
St. Petersburg, Fla.
....Swainsboro, Ga.
.Chattanooga, Tenn.
Atlanta, Ga.
Atlanta, Ga.

Moon
R. E

Welch, Windle
Hay, Tom
King, Mrs. Alma
Whithan, E. B

Dawson,
Savannah,
Valdosta,
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Dallas Variety Host
To Filmites July 8

JjFFORTS to contact R. Z. Glass, former
Dallas theatre man, regarding new
neighborhood theatre developments in
Houston, have been without avail. Friends
link him with the Navaway Corp., a Dallas
company in Houston. Another Houston
theatre is announced for Richmond Road

Dallas — Every employe of film business
in Dallas will be an invited guest of the
Variety Club. Tent No. 17, at a picnic on
Saturday afternoon and night, July 8, the
place to be determined later.
All Variety members, which includes
many Texas exhibitors, are also expected
to be there. Miss Bonnie Long, executive
secretary of the club, said the date is definite, but that the club committee would
select a suitable place within the next few
days. During the afternoon, the affair
will be limited to employes and Variety
members, she thought, and at night friends
of members will be welcome.

near

Little Rock, Ark. — The Catholic Daughters of America, in session here this week,
passed

a resolution to boycott motion pictures and periodicals which, after being
censored by the League of Decency are
termed immoral. A list of books and photoplays found to be indecent will be sent
to all Catholics in this state.

Tom

Murray, Universal special representative and a personal aide to W. A.
Scutter, general sales manager, was in
town this week on matters pertaining to
liquidation of unfinished contracts.
Audrey Cox of Lamesa stopped off Monday en route home after taking a few
baths in Hot Springs. He said Mrs. Earl
Jones at Brownfield is doing nicely in the
operation of the three theatres there with
assistance from the younger members of
her family.
Robb & Rowley’s United Rosewin Theatre in Oak Cliff opened June 1 as one
of the most modern theatres in Dallas.
The capacity is 854.
Joe

C. Clemmons,

former

Stoeppleman & Co., the “Treasure Hunt ”
people, are moving their offices to 191512
Mam. Walter Stoeppleman is head of the
company.

neighbor-

A. B. (Doc) Rhodes, now building a new
theatre in Jasper, and Will Wade, of San
Augustine and Rock of Gibraltar, as far
as a show is concerned there, were in town
together this week.

Interest in this big get-together is
stimulated by memories of those annual
picnics given in former years by the Dent
and R&R circuits.

Catholic Daughters Pledge
Immoral Film Boycott

Shepherd, to cost in the
hood of $50,000.

Wallace Walthall, the reputed sage of
Filmrow, underwent a haircut during the
week, his friends observed.

president

R. B. Weatherall, who operates the
Plaza in Madisonville, says he has made
no deal with Johnny Long who recently
bought the Madison from A1 Stoddard.
Weatherall says he will go it alone in
Madisonville. Friends, however, say
Weatherall has plans to open a theatre
at Teague, Tex., which the Long circuit
money.
bought a few months ago for a lot of

Victor Maxwell, service manager for National Screen, has heard so much about
that good looking girl in the New Orleans
branch office that he’s taking his vacation at once and going down there to see
for himself.
Margaret Caffo, of National Screen, is
hanging up somewhat of a record with
her bowling proclivities. She has an average of 157 in her league. Her brother,
Joe, his wife and Richard Whitley, along
with Marguerite, compose the “Caffo Clan,”
and are not adverse to challenging any
other clans along the Row.

of

Jefferson Amusement, dropped off in Dallas Tuesday after a trip to Hawaii.

According to Paul Short, there is “something new under the sun,” and it’s the
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idea of National Screen’s of putting two
photos back-to-back on their Hollywood
Special posters. The back-to-back proposition eliminates any diffusing of the photo
and brings the detail out sharp as a razor
blade.

Trade Practice Act Is
Cited lor Protection
of

Mrs. Blankenship of Bogoda and Roxton, lent her charming presence to Filmrow during the week. As usual the little
lady was very busy and had her inimitable
smile working overtime.
Wally Nass, special representative from
the home office, is extending his stay at
the National Screen branch assisting in
office reorganization designed to speed
up the service to exhibitors.
Carl Alladay of Calvert is on the Row
this week doing a little booking here and
there and taking care of other details of
his business in person.
“Doc" Allen, ace salesman for
Screen, is doing special survey
in Oklahoma for several weeks .
Wharton of Rule was a visitor on
renewing friendships and taking
business as usual.

National
ivork up
. . E. B.
the Row,
care of

Clarice Brickley, popular booker with
National Screen, has her hope chest filled
and according to an announcement will
become a bride on June 24.
Harold

Robb and Ed Rowley, the inseparable partners, have just returned from
a sojourn in Hollywood and other California points. Hank Robb, the handsome
son of Harold, graduates in a few days
from New Mexico Military School and the
pater intends to be there for the event.
John Jenkins arrived this week from Atlanta and will handle Million Dollar Negro
pictures out of the Sack office, it is understood. Jenkins said, however, he expected to meet his boss, Lee C. Popkin, here
later in the week and would know definitely
about his duties at that time.
Film Exchange Cafe, operated by Vick
Poules and Tony Condos, signed up with
the union recently and today, after weeks
of taking their business elsewhere, shippers,
poster clerks, inspectors and projectionists
again are patronizing this eating emporium.
L. C. Baxley is back from a trip to
Atlanta where he opened an office at 133
Walton St. to distribute Contest Nite in
that territory. From his Dallas office he
serves the Texas and Oklahoma areas.
Claude Ezell is general sales manager for
the plan.
P. G. Cameron is all set with his
in his new home on Belmont Ave.
ever, he has the Hollywood fever
and expects to leave June 20. He
ably will take J. I. Roberts along.

Little Rock,
Foreman

General
town

Jack

Holt

that a theatre

of Foreman

was

being

by a chain concern which
to open a new theatre and
lower

prices

to the
Bowles
the

unless

has been named

ant to James O. Cherry, Interstate’s city
manager. He is an SMU graduate and former Elm Street publicist. He was moved
here from the State at Amarillo where he
was manager. Fred Patterson succeeds him
(Continued
BOXOFFICE
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threatened
operate at
sold

out

Bill Minter of Grand Natioiial is still
in Mississippi selling the exhibitors. He
has been up there two weeks . . . The St.
Charles Theatre, home of the Federal
Players, is dark and will continue so for a
few weeks till the government forwards
another appropriation. It is supposed to
arrive by June 19.

group "at a great sacrifice."
was informed that “The Arkansas Unfair Trade Practice Act, in

hands

of

a

vigorous

prosecuting

attorney, should protect a small business man from intimidation by a chain

operator."

Bob Kelly, salesman for the Louisiana
Motion Picture Equipment Corp., has returned from a ten days’ trip through MisBob says
business
is andand
it isn’t.
Exhibitorssissippi.are
talking
repairs
new

##1VI ANGrade
of CONQUEST,”
Republic’s
A film, will have
its first latest
New
Orleans showing at the Saenger Theatre at

structures and in all probability they will
do something in the fall. However, at the
present time, business is at an even level,
awaiting the promised federal aid to the
WPA at about the first of July.

a midnight performance June 3, to be followed by a regular run beginning June 10.
Harry

Spencer, Republic’s publicity director, is in the city boosting the film.
Fifty 24-sheets are being used, in addition
to heralds and window cards. The film
has been booked in approximately 100
spots in the territory in the Saengers theatres and houses controlled by the Theatre Service Corp., a booking concern
handling the affiliated houses.

There is only one poster exchange in
New Orleans at the present time, the Rex
having absorbed the Southern Poster Exchange. W. H. Cobb of the Rex will continue the business.

Business in the territory is on the upgrade, new houses being opened at Franklin, La., Raceland, Golden Meadows, Ritz,
Alexandria. At Greenville, Miss., D. J.
Azar has opened a new colored theatre in
opposition to the Harlem ( Greenville has
a colored population of 17,000) . . . William
Mullen of New Orleans will open the Rex
Theatre at Goodhope, La., August 15 . . .
Wilton Smith, a Texas exhibitor, uhll open
a new house at Mansfield, La., in opposi-

Lam
Atlanta

—

H.

Signs for Altec
B.

Moog

has

completed

negotiations for Altec service with Oscar
C. Lam’s theatres in Cedartown, Newnan
and LaGrange, Ga., and three in Rome,
Ga.

Sherwood
“Lincoln"
Hollywood
— RKO on has
signed
Sherwood

Robert

to script the screen version of his

stage success, “Abe Lincoln in Illinois.”

HOT WEATHER-SURE!
Don't Worry — Keep 'Em Coming With
NATIONAL BLOWERS and AIR WASHERS
A SIZE FOR

Remember

assist-

in the

menaced

the owner

Musicians with bands at leading downtown hotels did something different on
their night off this week. They were guests

Charles Meeker

It is possible that Gene Autry will make
another personal appearance as a Republic star in New Orleans before his departure for Europe in the fall. He will visit
England and present a one-reeler to the
children of King George.

Ark. — Mayor R. E. Bowles
recently wrote Attorney

family
Howagain,
prob-

of Interstate in the circuit’s projection
room to see “Rose of Washington Square.”

tion to a house operated by the Theatre
Service Corp. . . . On June 15 E. D. Lawrence will open the doors of his new house
in Laurel, Miss.

EVERY

THEATRE

National Cooling Equipment

Is

Fully Guaranteed

NATIONAL THEATRE SUPPLY CO.
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—
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Hearing on June 10 in Dallas
In McLendon Clearance Suit
By V. W.
Dallas — Hearing

CRISP

of the

clearance

suit

of B. R. McLendon, Atlanta, Tex., exhibitor, against major distributors is reset for 10 o’clock the morning of June 10
in Judge Atwell’s federal court. The hearing was postponed from May 27 due to
delay in serving notice to the several
defendants.
Claiming he is denied pictures until 30
days after use in Texarkana, McLendon
names 20th-Fox, United Artists, Paramount, Vitagraph, Loew’s, M-G-M, RKO,
Columbia and Universal in his pleadings.
The action arises under Act 26, Statute
209, as amended by the Act of 50, Statute
693, and under the Act of 38, Statute 737,
USC, Title 15, Sections 1, 2 and 26.
The petition claims each of the defendants have Dallas offices, gives the address
of each office, and names the respective
branch manager.
Further, it is claimed, the defendants
own or represent owners of 90 per cent
of the film made in the United States and
that the plaintiff, McLendon, has used
these films for several years.
A reasonable time for availability in Atlanta would be five to 15 days after national release date, the plaintiff said, also
adding he had complied with all the terms
in his contracts and was entitled to pic-

WANTED:
Experienced Game
Salesmen
Covering Southern Territory for
New

Screen Game. Liberal Commissions. Give Full Details in Your
Letter.

Tally-Ho
This Screen Game
Is Played in Full
View of Audience.
Patrons Operate
This Game Themselves. They Spin
for Their Own
Prizes, and Win
What They Spin.

BOB NELSON, assistant manager and

tures within a reasonable time after national release.
According to the petition, defendants
refuse to serve his Atlanta theatres until
30 days after Texarkana, where Paramount-Richards Theatres, Inc., operate the
Paramount and Strand, and in so doing
defendants refuse to respect his (McLendon’s) contracts for Atlanta.
However, Vitagraph permits the plaintiff
to use its films if not played in Texarkana within 60 days after release, and
United Artists and Columbia hold to an
indefinite release date but do try to hold
to 30 days after Texarkana, the petition
says, and claims further that M-G-M and
Universal allow Atlanta to play pictures
within 30 days after release regardless of
when Texarkana uses them.
McLendon asserts each of the defendant
companies says there is no satisfaction in
the clearance exacted in this case, but
that that is what the other companies are
doing in his instance.
Plaintiff says the Paramount-Richards
houses in Texarkana are 30 miles from
Atlanta. He charges a conspiracy exists
either among major distributors or with
the majors and Richards in exacting the
30-day clearance.
The plaintiff requests that no availability be set on his Atlanta theatres as regards Texarkana runs, declaring he has
to depend on Texarkana newspaper ads
to determine even his 30 days availability,
as Texarkana is supplied by New Orleans,
and Atlanta by Dallas. He says the Texarkana houses use many second runs, cutting down on their use of first runs and
diminishing the Atlanta availability. He
also asserts he has no flexibility in building his programs.
The policy of towns the size of Atlanta is
to show action pictures on Friday and
Saturday and the big pictures on Sunday,
and the Atlanta public objects to late
showing of these films, McLendon claims.
Because of the Texarkana clearance restrictions, McLendon contends he is unable to advertise his programs well in
advance. He says he has been losing $100
a week and that these damages will continue unless he secures relief sought.
He gives Universal credit for “attempting to respect the Atlanta contracts,” but
charges all other distributors did not try
to do so. He asks that pictures be available to his Atlanta theatres without regard to Texarkana theatres or any other
theatres, and asks suit costs be borne by
defendants.
Inner major circles definitely have shown
concern over the McLendon action. Pat
Russell is attorney for McLendon. George
Wright is attorney for the distributors.
Each has had much experience in the legal
phases of film business.

"IT'S DIFFERENT"

Theatre Projecto Corp.
33 West
NEW

80

60th

YORK

Street,
CITY

Zargosa
San

Remodeling

Antonio — Zargosa

Amusement

treasurer at the Aztec Theatre, is spending his three-week vacation down in the
Lower Rio Grande Valley. It’s his first trip
16. south Texas. He returns to duty June
into

The Zaragoza Amusement Co. of 819
West Commerce St. has received a permit
to construct an addition and remodel the
Zaragosa Teatro at the same address. G. A.
Lucchese is owner and manager of the
West Side house.
“Juarez,” Warner’s historical epic of
Mexico, had its southwestern premiere at
the Majestic Theatre here May 21 . . . Interstate’s new Broadway Theatre in Alamo
Heights, local suburb, will be managed by
Henry

Bergman, according to advance information to reach Boxoffice here . . .

“Professor 7-Up Junior” made his debut
over KTSA last Saturday morning from
the stage of the Gunter Hotel Ball Room.
Weekend

Midnight Shows: Texas Friday-High School gift party, sponsored by
Joske’s Big Store presenting 100 graduates free prizes. “Sorority House” was the
screen offering. Majestic, Saturday —
“Lights Out” horror show with “The
Hound of the Baskervilles” on the screen.
Interstate’s chief press agent,
Moss, who has been in the Nix
for a fortnight recovering from
operation, is back on duty once

Clarence
Hospital
a major
more.

Called to Dallas last week on
of the illness of a relative was
Maurice Gleaves of the Uptown
His wife accompanied him on the

account
Manager
Theatre.
journey.

The delegates to the Sixth district state
convention of motion picture operators and
stage hands will leave to attend the meeting which will be held in Houston on June
3, 4 and 5, at the Rice Hotel. Attending
from Santone are William Keeler, Walter
Tinney and Gene Mueller. Representing
the International Union will be George
tary.
Browne, president, and Louis Krouse, secreParamountattles : Dick Betts, office skipper, is the proud papa of a bouncing eightpound baby girl born recently . . . Hugh
Braley, district manager, was a recent visitor . . . William “Bill” Rau of the Dallas
booking department, spent his two-week
vacation in Santone, the home town.
Our Hill Country news scout reports
that the Cascade Theatre, Boerne, is sporting a flashy new Neon sign.
Back from the ’Frisco Exposition is News
Correspondent Douglas Largen jr., who
made the trip via motor with his mother,
Mrs. Kay Largen. She was formerly known
on the stage as Katherine Meredith.
The Warner

Co.

is spending $14,000 remodeling the Zargosa Theatre, 819 W. Commerce St., according to a building permit issued last
week.

Bros, dance team of Carla

and Fernando, after several successful engagements here at the auditorium, night
spots and theatres, have gone to San Francisco to appear at the Golden Gate Exposition.
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Sound Engineering Service
Announces New Jobs

Program Pruning Advice
In Wometco Training

J^OW

visitors included W. H. Odum, operator of the Modern Theatre, Miami,
Fla., who was here to secure films for
two new colored houses he plans to open
soon.
Ted Toddy
Jacksonville.

is on a trip to Miami

and

The bride of Leo Gorcey (“Dead End
Kid”) is the former Catherine Dittig,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Dittig.
Catherine is known in films as Catherine
Marvis. She is well known in Atlanta for
her dancing a few years ago in the Atlanta Kiddie Revues. Her father is associated with an Atlanta candy manufacturing concern.
Lamarr

Trotti, former Atlanta newspaperman, is the author of the screenplay ,
“Young Mr. Lincoln .” A native southerner, Trotti said in an interview: “My loyalty to the south is ingrained, hut I believe most of the feeling which arose was
caused by happenings during the reconstruction period, rather than during the
actual war period. Had Lincoln lived, I
don’t think such things would have occurred.”
Billy Pratt, genial manager of the Paramount Theatre, ran a "Man of Conquest”
contest in connection with that show at
his theatre. Pictures of the cast were
printed in The Constitution, morning newspaper. Contestants were asked to identify
the actor’s screen role and to write a
letter telling which character he liked best
and why. The Constitution offered a free
trip to the New York World’s Fair, and
the theatre offered 25 pairs of guest tickets for the show.
Virginia Dabney, Atlanta girl now in
films, was a recent visitor to relatives here.
Virginia dished out some advice to persons bitten by the film bug. She said: “If
you have some money and want to get into
the movies, take the shortest distance between two points — Atlanta and Hollywood.
Buy a ticket to California and study at the
best dramatic school there, for the eyes of
talent scouts are always on them. But if
you’re a poor boy or girl, you’d better take
the longer route and go by way of the New
York stage.”
The phoney southern accent spoken on
stage and screen drew criticism here from
Professor Edwin H. Folk of Georgia Tech,
in a speech before the Rotary Club. Said
the professor: “There are no sounds to be
found anywhere like those we usually hear
on the stage and screen when some young
lady from the ‘deep south’ begins squawking. We may accept and imitate many
things from the north, but you’ll never find
us trying to imitate their speech.”

W. A. Prewitt jr. Heads
New Supply Company
New

Orleans — The

Gulf

Theatre

Sup-

ply Co. has opened an office and warehouse here under the direction of W. A.
Prewitt jr. The firm will handle Forest,
Inc., products among other lines of theatre equipment and supplies.
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Miami — “Don’t

cut your

it is necessary to prune

newsreels

when

your program

to

fit a rigid time schedule,” is advice, born
of experience, given out from the local
Wometco headquarters.
sume, just because you
fashions seem ‘immaterial
that style shots may be

“And don’t asare a man and
and irrevelant,’
left out without

arousing the ire of feminine patrons,” this
Wometco schedule memorandum adds.
Further scheduling advice, which is universally applicable, and an application of
sound practical psychology as well, counsels: “Whenever it is necessary to omit a
short subject for one or two shows, such
juggling should be done on first shows,
it being far better for an audience to see
something which they did not see on the
previous show than for them to wait
through an entire show for a certain subject only to find that it has been taken
While the accuracy of schedules is of,
perhaps, greater importance in Miami
than in some cities because of the fact
off.”the daily papers print “time clocks,”
that
business people everywhere are most likely
to patronize the house where they can always find out in advance “just what they
can see at exactly what time.”
The film measuring machines at the
Lincoln, Capitol and Miami theatres keep
records on file of footage of all subjects
for the use of associated houses not having such measuring devices.
Every member of every Wometco thea-

Charlotte — Sound

Engineering

Service

Co. announces completion of negotiations
for service of sound equipment in the following theatres :
The

Stanly, Albemarle; Carolina, Gastonia; Criterion, Greensboro; Carolina,

Shelby; The Bethel, Bethel; The Richlands, Richlands, all in North Carolina,
and the following in South Carolina: The
Stevenson and the Carolina, Rock Hill;
Coastal, Ridgeland; Hamrick, Gaffney.
Edward A. Rosenblatt announces also
that the “SESCO” has added two more
theatres of the Morris Legendre circuit
for service of sound reproducing equipment: the Colonial of Kannapolis and the
Palmetto of Bennettsville, S. C.

Schambach and Alister
Shifted by United
New

Orleans — Edward

Schambach,

man-

ager of the Folly Theatre in Algiers, succeeds Warren Salles as manager of the
Granada in the upper section of the city.
Both houses are units of the United
chain.
Transferred from the Rivoli, Dominic
Alister, succeeds Schambach at the Folly.
tre staff is expected to memorize not only
the feature starting times, but also names
and running times of accompanying
shorts.

HOT
WEATHER IS HERE
U. S. AIRCO Equipment
WILL
Complete

KEEP

YOUR

GROSSES

stock ready lor immediate

Fans — Washers

—

Drives —

WILKIN
321 S. Church, CHARLOTTE
Phone 8620

“ Everything

UP
shipment

Deflectors —

Motors

150 Walton St., ATLANTA
Phone WALnut 4613

1
1
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Except

Film”
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■pHERE has been quite a bit of talk about
having a convention the latter part of
May, however, R. X. Williams, president
of the MPTO of Ark., Miss, and Term.,
advises that after a meeting of the board
of directors that it was the will of the
majority of the directors that only one
convention be held in the fall and that it
would be a big one.
Peter Dawson, salesman for National
Theatres Supply Co., has been called to
Tampa, due to the serious illness of his
father R. P. Dawsoji sr.
Paul (Skinny) Glisson, cashier at 20th
Century-Fox, and who is managing the
softball team, was very proud of his boys
when they won the first game of the season 19 to 10. He advises that by the time
their next scheduled game comes up they
will have their new uniforms, which will
be blue and white with the name of the
Variety Club, sponsors of the team, in gold
letters.

W. T. (Bill) Ellis, exhibitor at Cleveland,
Miss., and Mrs. Ellis were called to Memfamily.phis this week due to a death in the
W. A. Rush, exhibitor at Houston, and
Mrs. Rush were in Memphis this past week,
but were not booking. They had too many
other important matters to think about.
They are building a new six-room brick
bungalow, which will be ready about June
15 . . . Lyle Richmond of Senath and John
Mohrstadt of Hayti were in town this week
and purchased new equipment, new screens
and new generators for their respective
towns.
Westward Ho! is to be the sendoff for
Bill Bugie and his Memphis contingent
when they leave Memphis this week for
the Paramount sales convention at the
Ambassador in Los Angeles. With him will
be Saul Friefield and Howard Dean, salesmen; Tom Watson, booker and office manager, and Tate Baker of the ad sales
department.
The convention will be June
8-9-10.

Exhibitors seen aloiig the Row this week:
Joe Wiley of the Roxy, Union City; Bill
Malin, Augusta; Mrs. Lela Flippin and
daughter, Juanita Williams, Grand, Cardwell; Dave Flexer, New Albajiy; Louise

Martha Hayes is the new booker’s secretary at Universal . . . Jimmy Greig, United
Artists salesman out of St. Louis, was in
Memphis this week calling on his local
accounts.

Mask, Bolivar; ‘Shine’ Tyson, Water Valley; J. Foster Bailey, Coffeeville; Jack
Marshall, city manager of Crescent Amusement Co. in Dyersburg; W. F. Ruffin, Covington; Mrs. Mark Attwood, Fordyce, and
Mrs. B. Baradel of McGehee.
O. W. McCutchen, who operates the Ritz
Theatre in Blytheville, is doing extensive
remodeling and putting in new scenery
effects . . . Jack Arnold, representative
for Bank Night, Contest Night and a number of other giveaways, was in town this
week working his Memphis accounts . . .

H. A. Davitts of the Dixie Theatre, Winona, advises that he is discontinuing his
Sunday shows . . . M. A. Lightman, president of Malco Theatres, has a new blue
Chrysler, which he will have a chance to
break in this weekend when he drives up
to St. Louis to take part in the bridge
tournament.
Mose Lebovitz, who operates a chain of
theatres out of Chattanooga, and who has
two colored theatres in Memphis, the Ace
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Pres.

Cookie Johnson Ely has taken over the
booking desk at Monogram Southern, replacing Ed Sneed, who has resigned. Mrs.
Ely has been booker’s secretary there for
some time. Miss Hanover takes over the
duties as booker’s secretary . . . Paul Glisson is now driving a new Chevrolet.

TENNESSEE
^BOUT June 15 Tennessee Valley Authority current will be available to
Nashville and Chattanooga. Memphis and
Knoxville already have TVA electric systems. Scores of other smaller Tennessee
towns and cities will soon get lights and
power from public utilities. This will mean
a saving of approximately 33 Mj per cent,
a considerable sum, for every theatre operator in the state.
Crescent Amusement Co., Nashville, announce the opening of the new Capitol
Theatre in Springfield about June 2. Modern in every respect and completely air
conditioned, the new theatre will seat 1,160.
The Center Theatre, McMinnville, anew
house under the management of Carter
Wellborn ctf Gunters ville,, Ala., opened
June 1. The Cumberland Amusement Co.,
owners of the Dixie, is constructing a new
theatre, next to the Sedberry Hotel, which
will open in July. Prizes are being offered
for a suitable name for this new house.
It will seat 750.
Crescent Amusement Co., Nashville, announce that the Savoy Theatre, Princeton, Ky., closed May 22 and that the building will be torn down immediately to make

Manager Tom Pollard announces that
the Dayton Theatre, Dayton, will be ready
for the summer season with a new airconditioning system.

IDEAL

-tin

show. Horses are Clyde’s pet hobby. He
now has a string that is second to none
in the Delta. R. B. Carpenter, his righthand man, says any time he just has to
see Clyde and can’t find him at any of
his various places of business, he goes out
to the stables and never has to wait more
than 15 minutes, for that is about as long
as he is ever away from his horses any
time during the day or night.

for a new $75,000 theatre, construction of which will begin at once. The new
house will seat 1,000.

Announcements
Effectively
Color and Originality.

r^U5H

Clyde Westbrook, who has a number of
theatres, spent several days in Lewisburg
and Nashville, Tenn., attending a horse

way

up to your own Individual copy with appropriate and original ideas that will appeal to
particular locality and patronage.

Present Your
Screen
With a Dash of Local

and Harlem, spent several days in Memphis this week with his brother, Dave, who
is his city manager . . . M. S. McCord,
vice-president of Malco Theatres, has purchased a new screen for the State Theatre
in Jackson, Tenn.

QTLRnTR,

The Lyric Theatre, Rockwood, is trying a bit of variety in gifts. It is not dishes
at the Lyric, but metal porch furniture.
Offer of a beautiful set of three metal
porch chairs on May 19 attracted an overflow crowd. The prizes were exhibited
in the window of the local furniture store
which sold it. Other pieces for the porch
will be offered weekly. The Lyric is offering a month’s pass for the best slogan
for Rockwood. Rockwood is near Watts
Dam now being constructed by TVA.
BOXOFFICE
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Baer-Nova
Ready
Dallas

Fight Films

for Release
—

Southwestern

exhibitors

are

reminded that the fight picture season
started this week with the Max Baer-Lou
Nova heavyweight bout and that as usual,
actual pictures are quickly available
through live wire distributors.
The pictures this year are being handled by A. Harris, who moved in early in
the week to set up quarters in the Adams
Film Exchange in the Film Bldg. He has
also established private telephone connections.

Cecil Davis (left) and “Andy” Anderson hold up the RCA banner to demonstrate that the “Magic Voice” sound equipment will be installed in the new
Coronado Theatre under construction at Putnam City, suburb of Oklahoma
City. Davis is the theatre owner. Anderson is with the Oklahoma Theatre
Supply Co., Oklahoma City.

OKLAHOMA
1*HE filming of a home-town movie in
Henryetta almost proved fatal to a nonparticipant. The cameraman decided to
get shots of the Henryetta fire department in action. The trucks rolled out,
made hose connections and the water
poured while the camera was grinding.
The home of Mrs. Pat Muehilhausen was
next door. From the business section she
could see her home and just as she arrived she collapsed. It was necessary for
a physician to revive her.
The

attorney general’s office has approved a sales promotion plan, in which
three Tulsa radio stations, two newspapers and a large number of merchants
plan to participate. The scheme is to issue tickets with each 25 -cent purchase.
Tickets will admit holders to Skelley Stadium for entertainment and a drawing for
$5,000 in prizes. The opinion advised that
the 1939 slot machine law did not repeal
a 1929 statute permitting bona fide merchants to conduct drawings for prizes.
It is understood that under the slot machine law all games of chance, even Bingo
by church and charitable organizations,
are outlawed.
For the sum of about $40 the Criterion
Theatre here constructed a front that had
the whole town talking. It was made for
“Rose of Washington Square.” Trellis construction was spread across the entire
front and on this were draped artificial
vines and flowers to give a realistic effect.
Mr. and Mrs. Max Brock, known to all
state theatre folk, are attending the New
York World’s Fair and sending postcards
and souvenirs back to their friends here.
E. B. Coleman, M-G-M district publicity boss, in town and telling yours truly
that our old friend Todd Ferguson is doing very well on his staff. Todd managed
several theatres in this village for quite a
spell.
Mickey Rooney sent an autographed
photo of himself to Dr. A. C. Scott last
BOXOFFICE
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CITY,

week. Dr. Scott is president of the Men’s
Dinner Club, which Mickey spoke before
while attending the MPTOA convention
here last year.
Charles R. Zears, assistant secretary of
the MPTO, is recovering from illness at
his home in Hunter, Okla. He recently
opened a new coffee and antique shop at
523 West Broadway in Enid, Okla.
E. A. Patchen, Jimmy Burge and Spence
Pierce of Standard Theatres announce that
they have completed plans for entering
the 1945 state tennis tournament here.
Hurricane

The Baer-Nova go is between the outstanding heavyweight contenders for
world championship. All sport pages have
been full for weeks of details and conjectures on the fight.
The circuits have been booked, Harris
said, and warns smaller operators to be on
their toes for early dates. His reasoning
is that business is seasonably off, and that
a big fight picture is just the instrument
to put many extra dollars in the boxoffice at this time. The Baer-Nova pictures are exclusive, and every punch and
highlight is in slow motion, he said.

Script
"Silver Grant
Trail" and
Hollywood
— Morton

“Riding the Silver Trail,” next in the
George O’Brien western series for RKO.

Joins Wurtzel Unit
Hollywood — Hamilton

MacFadden

has

signed to direct one picture for 20th-Fox.
He joins the Sol Wurtzel production unit.

Ferris off for Pryor, Okla.,

to play “Hollywood Cameraman” on a
home-town newsreel stunt during a big
rodeo being held there.
More than 100 poster boards have been
set up on highways and country roads
for 20 to 25 miles in all directions from
Broken Bow, Okla., by K. Lee Williams,
owner of three theatres there. Williams
has stationed one of his billposting and
advertising cars in Broken Bow to handle
the boards and ballyhoo pictures playing
at the three theatres. In addition to advertising the attractions, the poster boards
will be used to advertise the city of Broken Bow. Those located on the highways
will carry a marker showing the distance
to Broken Bow, and frequently special
events sponsored by local organizations
will be posted on them.
Carey and Rockwood PTA organizations
held an old shoe matinee at the Blue
Moon Theatre here last week. Admission was the usual one pair of shoes to
be handed over to needy children next
year.
Tom Dyer has announced his resignation
from the sales staff of the Oklahoma Theatre Supply Co.

BUFF

Ber-

nard McConville have been set to script

ALO

315 s. harwood

COOLING
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K . Lee Williams Pine at
Dierks, Ark., Opened
^IMED TO coincide with the height of
the migration of giant tuna during May
and June is the current local major sporting event which has attracted big-game
fishermen from all over the world, Cat

Enterprises, Inc. This final contest was
held at the Grove Theatre to select a mascot to attend the three Miami girls who
have been designated as the Floridadoras.

Cay’s first tuna tournament. While competing fishermen include such actor-sportsmen as Errol Flynn and Warner Baxter, it
is a former screen actress, Mae Clarke, who
is the first cinema celebrity to make tournament news. She and her husband, Steve
Bancroft, Pan American pilot, residents
of Coconut Grove, have been ardent game
fishermen ever since they came to Miami
to reside, shortly after their marriage last
year. The Bancrofts made tournament
news by bringing to boat two of the silverscaled behemoths, both weighing considerably in excess of 300 pounds, on the first
day of tournament competition. Sportsmen, tournament-bound, sped to Cat Cay,
which lies 50 miles due east of Miami in

The newest Florida Theatres house to be
constructed this spring is the Broward in
Ft. Lauderdale. The air-conditioning contract for this new Sparks house has just
been awarded to the Tampa Armature
Works, Inc.

the Bahamas “with the Gulf stream running by its front door,” on special Pan
American clipper ships and in private
yachts. cNot being enterprising enough
to work the old press badge for tournament coverage, Boxoffice’s local correspondent huffily put-putted in the opposite direction, up the river toward Lake
Okeechobee, last weekend. We’ll bet Mae
and Steve didn’t get any bigger tlirill out
of their tuna than we did out of the
impressive string of perch we brought
back. And the one which got away? Well,
it almost pulled us in . . . and did break
our pole!)
It will be the big Flagler street house,
which bears the Paramount chain’s name
and mil show first runs in this area, now
that the Sheridan on the beach has closed
for the summer, an announcement by
W. R. Lynch, general manager for Paramount Enterprises, Inc., reveals. Earlier
this spring it was thought that the same
scheduling which was in effect last summer would be used: i. e., booking of first
runs at the Colony on the beach. A check
back calls to mind the fact, however, that
the neio Paramount was at that time in
the course of construction. Rollin K.
Stonebrook, advertising director for the
circuit, has been manager of the Paramount since its opening last autumn.
Among clippership passengers, streaking
the airways to Cat Cay last week, was
Russell Erwin, who will shoot the big Tuna
Tournament, anticipated generally as the
new blue ribbon classic of fishing events,
for a Grantland Rice Sport Spotlite. Havana-bound via the Cuban clipper at the
same time were Mr. and Mrs. Irving
Schwartz. Mr. Schwartz is with the New
York RKO’s

The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Quality Theatre

82-B

that the newest claim that “Double Features are Unhealthy for Children” is a
smoke screen. Expressing his interest in
the reaction of Miami, as a typical key
city, Golden has asked for something with
which Miamians only recently have had experience. The advent of double features
locally has been a new development here
during the past year with the expansion
of the unaffiliated theatre field from one
house to five.
The new head usher at the Rosetta Theatre is Ted Spradley, Gordon (Biltmore)
Spradley’s younger brother. Speaking of
new faces in Wometco houses, reminds us
to remind you that no one can claim that
there aren’t constant chances for new
Wometcoans with new staff members having been added at every house except the
Grove where the group working with Ira
McKinney has remained the same all year.
The largest additional groups went to the
State, where six additional employes included Rosalie Garcia, Louis deLancy, D.
W. Esmond, Louis V. Kuttnauer, Charles
Tombeiiin and Audrey Vollmer, and the
Capitol where newcomers are Bruce Frye,
Paul Miller, Walter Morris, Eugene Suggs
and Fred Tutt jr. Four new Wometcoans
have joined the Miami Theatre staff: Arthur Colby, John T. Jackson, Paul Clayton
Posey and Johnny Mack Williams. New
at the Lincoln since the first of the year
are Maldolm Holdridge, Jannie Lee March
and George Watson; at the Plaza, Cecile
Kuttnauer, Melvin Olds and John Williams:
at the Rosetta, Robert Judson, Daniel Smith
and Alice Wallace; at the Mayfair, Freeman Stebbins and Walter Fink; at the
Strand, Jack White and William Greer;
at the Lyric, Walter Caldwell and Walter
Hammond; at the Tower, Carl Klotz, and
in the art department, Karl Griepenburg
and Charles Safer.

story department.

When the Miami Daily News staged the
final contest last week, in connection with
the ‘‘Girls of Tomorrow,” being sent to
New York to the Fair in mid-June, one of
the four judges was Karl F. Roller, assistant advertising manager for Paramount

1912%

Newest activity on the local double feature front is the request for comments
from Miami from the public on whether
or not it wants double features, contained
in a letter from Edward Golden, Monogram sales manager, and published Sunday
in the Miami Daily News. Golden contends

Morris

Equipment

Ave.

BIRMINGHAM,

& Supplies
Phone

ALA,

3-8665

An Active Rotarian
Charlotte— Herbert

F. Kincey,

who

as

president of North Carolina Theatres, Inc.,
operates more motion picture houses than
any other one man in North Carolina,
served as chairman of arrangements for
the Charlotte Rotary club’s annual “ladies night” at the Myers Park club house.
His committee provided an elaborate program of entertainment features which followed the dinner. “Mike” is one of the
Rotary Club’s most popular members.

Oklahoma

City — K. Lee

Williams,

head

of Williams Theatres, Inc., circuit has
announced the opening of his new Pine
Theatre at Dierks, Ark. The front of the
new Pine Theatre is unique and imposing. It is of rustic type built of pine logs
and
the letters
“Pine”
made pine
from poles
pieceswith
of pine
poles. All
the
poles, slabs and lumber that went into the
building were treated and furnishd by the
Dierks Lumber and Coal Co., whose experts selected the wood. Even the frames
for the lobby displays are made of native
pine poles finished in natural colors.
The boxoffice is made of pine saplings,
a ticket window on one side for Negroes
and on the other side for whites.
Jack Blair has been named manager of
the Pine. He is the son of Tom Blair,
one of the pioneer operators in Oklahoma
who ran a theatre at Poteau, Okla., in
the early days and later became affiliated with the Griffith Amusement Co., and
at the time of his death in 1937 was a
tion.
ranking officer in the Griffith organiza-

New

Arrow

Opened
Broken

at Broken

Bow

by Williams
Bow,

Okla. — Tire

New

Arrow

Theatre here has been opened by K. Lee
Williams Theatres, Inc., with Gerry Doig
as manager. Williams circuit has the
Arrow, Best and Tower theatres here.
The old Arrow has been rebuilt from
front to back. A large Arrow sign rises
above the awning, and changeable illuminated signs are used to flash titles of current and coming attractions. Glass covalso. ered advertising boards have been set up
Doig has managed roadshow units for
Williams for several years and still owns
a theatre of his own in Minnesota.
Jewell Callaham, son of S. B. Callaham,
former owner of the local theatres, will be
assistant manager for the three houses.

Agree to Waive Jury Trial
In Miami Trust Suit
Miami — Counsel

for both

plaintiffs and

defendants in the local monopoly suit have
agreed to waive a jury trial and to have
the hearing as soon as Judge John W.
Holland can set it down on his crowded
calendar.
No exceptions have been filed to the
fuller bill of particulars submitted by attorneys for the plaintiffs last week, specifying the damages to the real property of
the two theatres for whom the suit is
being brought, the Cameo and Surf.
The decision to have the hearing before
the district court judge was arrived at by
the legal representatives of the these two
houses, and of these defendants: Paramount Enterprises, Inc., Wometco Theatres and associated houses, and major film
distributors.
Original complaint, request for injuncuary. tion against present “protection” period
and for damages, was filed early in JanBOXOFFICE
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Allied Board Meeting
MEW equipment has been installed in the
X Capitol Theatre at Texarkana, it is announced by Elton Houck, new manager of
the house. Other improvements, such as
redecorating, remodeling, have also been
made. The Joy Theatres, Inc., assumed
control of the house about two months
ago. Recent new equipment includes two
projectors, an RCA sound unit, screen and
light rectifiers.
A PTA benefit show was given at the
Palace Theatre, Jonesboro, recently by
Manager Herbert Sanderson . . . The Dixie
at Ashdown also gave a free show to all
school children last Saturday.

It is announced that the Tri-State Theatre group has leased the Lester & Patton
Bldg, on Front St. at Lewisville and will
spend about $5,000 in improvements.
The
Emma
with a
above

Osceola Rotary Club
Cox of that city. She
large mirror, which
the fireplace in her

honored Miss
was presented
will be placed
new home.

Brie! Visit in Dallas
By Attorney General
Dallas — U.

S. Attorney

General

Frank

Murphy, who with FBI Chief J. Edgar
Hoover spent several hours in Dallas en
route to Washington from the west coast,
made no statements about the film business during their short visit. An informal
and brief reception was held for him at
the Adolphus Hotel. He declined all requests for appointments and interviews.

Scripts "Dr. Cyclops"

Hollywood — Malcolm

Stuart Boylan

will

adapt “Dr. Cyclops,” which Dale Van Every
will produce for Paramount.

DALLAS
(Continued from page 79)
there. Charles Snyder, who has been in
Cherry’s office in charge of neighborhood
houses, also goes to Amarillo as manager of
the Capitol.
Tommy Howell, manager of the Bison
Theatre, was in Hollywood this week as
guest of M-G-M, he being first prize winner in a nationwide exploitation contest
on shorts.
The Dallas office of National
Supply will get on the cool list
next week when Manager J. I.
starts installation of a washed air

Theatre
starting
Roberts
system.

Newest Variety Club members are: Ainslee G. Wood, Tower Theatre, Dallas; Vernon H. Hall, Interstate circuit, Austin;
George I. McGee, Crim Theatre, Kilgore;
Wm. J. Kupper (20th-Fox), 444 W. 56th
St., New York City; Wm. F. Morgan, Houston, and George H. Heck, Southwestern
Theatre Supply Co., Houston.
Leslie Wilkes, who spent the past few
weeks in California with Mrs. Wilkes and
their son, Dickie, is back on Harwood St.
and rumor has it he will start selling
Texas exhibitors within a short time.
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Scheduled Monday
Oklahoma

by members

City — Plans

are being

of the Allied Theatre

made

Owners

of Oklahoma for the organization’s board
meeting here Monday, at the Biltmore
Hotel, to which the board has issued an
open invitation for all independent exhibitors to attend and present their ideas
which they believe should be incorporated
into the new organization.
Orville Von Gulker, Allied chairman,
informs Boxoffice that while the meeting
will be strictly a business meeting to draft
final organization plans and to complete
details of the membership drive which to
date has resulted in more than 60 applications for membership it also will give
attention to other matters to be brought
up at the meeting.
It is known by Boxoffice that the dormant matter of a buying pool for Oklahoma independents will take up considerable of the meeting time as committee
members have more or less unofficially
decided to welcome any and all remarks
members or prospective members may have
to make with regard to a buying pool.
“We will most certainly have a buying
pool,” George W. Sumner, corresponding
secretary of the organization has informed us. “Practically every independent who
has joined our ranks has expressed interest in the buying pool plan and many
are demanding that action be taken in the
creation of the pool for a test.”
Though no quotes are available on the
subject it is understood that Allied national officers have given thought to testing the idea of independent buying pools
with the Oklahoma group. Some members
of the association have told Boxoffice that
this has already been agreed upon and
that financial and legal backing has been
assured the Oklahoma leaders for creation
of the pool, as well as backing of an expected legal test after its formation.
While the pool is expected to have some
effect in gaining concessions on product
the association leaders expect it to do
more in obtaining their equipment at less
cost. Buying of supplies and equipment
is expected to occupy a great share of the
officials’ time.
It is also known that members of the
committee are considering plans for incorporating the organization.

Altruistic Motive Behind
New Oakwood Theatre
Dallas — News

that

a

building

in Oak-

wood, Tex., formerly occupied by the Oak
Theatre, is being rebuilt into a modern
theatre, carries the story that H. J. Griffith of Kansas City is behind that project.
The trade wondered for a time, but Boxoffice

learned

the house

was

going

in as

a monument to the home town of Mrs.
Griffith. The house will run two changes
a week with no thought of the profit side.
Griffith is formerly of Oklahoma City and
now is head of the Griffith-Dickinson
Theatres, Inc., with home offices in Kansas City.

HOUSTON
J^ENIENT as the city fathers are about
designating weeks — from Home Town
week to Podunk Cat-Bellers Week — they
balked at a Romance Week. Homer Macallon, ingenious publicity director for
Loew’s State, had the happy idea when
the going got good on the annual June
bride hookups of local newspapers and
advertisers. The Houston Post started the
June Bride play 19 years ago, running
daily stories during May listing gifts of
local merchants to the couple lucky
enough

to be selected by the Post committee. The Houston Chronicle started a
similar hookup four years ago, climaxing
the affair with an elaborate wedding on
the stage of the Majestic Theatre. Loew’s
cooperates with the Post and this year
brought by plane from Hollywood the
$2,000 blue satin wedding gown which
Annabella wears in "Bridal Suite” for Miss
Frances Brannum, the Post June bride,
to wear. And of course Annabella, the
newlywed, was on Loew’s screen in “Bridal Suite,” the same week. But Mayor
Oscar Holcombe turned thumbs down on
the Romance Week idea. “There’s romance enough in the air without our
vote,” he said.
Bob Kelley, publicity director for Interstate, is enjoying a vacation in his own
backyard, Bob and the Mrs. and little
daughter recently moved into a new home.
Dorothy Womack, 16-year old high
school senior, was given a play this week
when local papers ran her picture and
stories about her selection to represent
Texas in Jesse Lasky’s “Search for Talent”
contest. She is the daughter of Mrs. Ella
Boulet of Houston.
The Texan Theatre, one of the four
Horwitz Homefolks chain, has announced
a “Vacation Jubilee” stage show for June
5, 6 and 7. Many school and college girls
will be used in the revue. Fred Gibbon,
manager of the Texan, is directing.

Interstate House Nucleus
For New Houston Center
Houston — An

elaborate

community

cen-

ter of which an Interstate suburban theatre will be the nucleus was launched when
work

began on excavations at West
bama and Shepherd Drive.

Ala-

The theatre will be the seventh suburban operated by the Interstate Theatres,
Inc., in Houston. The chain, with headquarters in Dallas, operates three downtown theatres in Houston.
The new center, which is located in one
of the better neighborhoods of the city,
will cost $250,000 and is located on four and
three-fourths acres of land. It faces 301
feet of Shepherd Drive and 342 on West
Alabama St. A 50-year lease was taken
on the plot from W. B. Bates, owner.
The center will have a food market, department store, drug store and cafeteria
in addition to the theatre.
The theatre itself will have a seating
capacity
of 1,100 and will be air conditioned.

K. Lee Williams an
Exploitation Artist
Dallas — This

K. Lee

Williams

fellow of

At Dierks, the Pine Theatre is true to
its name because the front is made of
rugged pine right out of the heart of the
Dierks forest. This opening was sponsored by the mayor in a welcoming address.
Jack Blair is manager of this house.
K. Lee Williams is well known for his
success in the roadshow field. He knows
how to advertise and knows no budget
when publicity and exploitation are required to put a thing over. Both Dierks
and Broken Bow papers carried special
editions on these respective theatres. —
V. W. C.

Broward

With

the

Theatre

construction

of the

at Ft. Lauderdale

at

as Florida’s Tomato capital, located midway between Ft. Lauderdale and Hollywood. All equipment and fixtures, except seats, are in Ft. Lauderdale ready to
be installed as soon as interior decorating
is completed.

on

Dallas — Selections

pictures have

been

All-Time
for the

ten

submitted

all-time

by R. J.

O’Donnell, general manager and vicepresident of Interstate Theatres, and
James Owen Cherry, Interstate’s city
manager. O’Donnell’s choice, indicates his
preference for the old-time favorites,
while Cherry’s selection are of more recent
hits.
O’Donnell’s pick: “The Birth of a Nation,” “Intolerance,” “King of Kings,”
“The Kid,” “Seventh Heaven,” “The Iron
Horse,” “Lights of New York,” “Cisco Kid,”
“Hearts in Dixie,” “Mutiny on the BounCherry’s list: “The Covered Wagon,”
ty.”
“Dark Victory,” “Mutiny on the Bounty,”
“Secrets,” “It Happened One Night,” “Captains Courageous,” “The Great Ziegfeld,”
“Wings,” “A Star Is Born,” “Alexander’s
Ragtime Band.”
“Mutiny on the Bounty” is the only
film men both selected.
82-D

Momand

Hearings

'Money Back Pictures'
New Selling Formula

producers
the

and

distributors

A. B. Momand

to

dismiss

suits asking

$4,500,-

Dallas

anti-trust damages, have been delayed again as Federal Judge A. P.
Murrah issued a continuance on the
hearings

until

plaintiff's
Judge

June

16, upon

plea

of

attorneys.

Murrah

heard

preliminary

ar-

guments on the defendants' motion to
two weeks ago, and had set

dismiss
ing.
Friday,

last

week,

for a

further

hear-

The suit for injunction against Griffith and major film distributors by the
department

of justice,

pending

Federal Judge Edgar S. Vaught,
for a hearing July 27.
This

date

was

Judge Vaught
the defendant

set following

of 60 days
companies

Launching

is set
by

in which
file their

answers to the government's
complaint filed here in April.

Warner

before

grant

time
may

bill of

a Big
M.

company’s newest big picture, “Juarez,”
and the value of that production as a good
will builder between nations, were discussed at an informal _ luncheon in the
Adolphus Hotel.
This Week magazine, appearing on Sundays as a supplement to the Dallas News,
wall carry color-illustrated announcements on the picture and will reach 20
per cent of the homes in 13 counties of
the Dallas area, it was estimated. The
campaign, which will have national scope,
will carry messages on “Juarez” into 83,000,000 homes, it was said. Texas audiences will start seeing the picture the latter part of June.
In his talk, Jack said, “the epic is not
one to draw sectional strife, but rather it
will promote good will between these two
countries — the United States and Mexico.”
Reference was made to a special preview of the picture at Juarez, Mexico, attended by President Cardenas.
Among those at the luncheon were Doak
Roberts, manager; J. C. Smith, Roy Litsey, of the Vitagraph office, C. V. Jones
and Don Douglas of the R&R circuit.
Mexico's

President

Praises

Bros/ "Juarez”
Warner
Dallas— President Cardenas

—

Conceived

by R. E. Griffith,

“Money-Back Pictures” is a new idea in
patronage stimulation now in general use
over the R. E. Griffith circuit. As the
favorable results became better known,
other theatres began to discuss the plan,
especially R&R officials, with a talk later
being made at the recent R&R convention
in Dallas. Being furnished with complete
data from the Griffith office, the R&R
houses now are starting in on the plan.
Money Back Pictures are designated as
those fine productions which have direction, story, and all other necessary qualities other than star value. Show business,
it seems, is still convinced that stars are
the No. 1 element, and that without stars
an extra special campaign must be put
on in order to interest the public. So, on
a Money Back Picture, patrons are simply
offered a return of admission price if they
are not satisfied with the picture they
just saw. Usually a second cashier is
seated at a table in the lobby, with silver
stacked about her, prepared to make the
refund if asked to do so. On these days
the theatres are decorated with banners
and all advertising is increased, emphas-

000

Jack, Vitagraph district manager, a gigantic fan advertising campaign on the

the point where interior decorating is being started this week, Sparks’ Florida
Theatres announce plans for a second new
Broward county house to be erected at
Dania, an agricultural community known

Differ

on

"
Dallas — Underfordirection
of Fred
" Juarez
Campaign

Sparks Plans Second
Theatre in Florida
—

Issued

Oklahoma City — Efforts by the Griffith Amusement Co. and major film

Oklahoma City, is really going places in
small towns of his state and Arkansas.
His latest openings were in Broken Bow
and in Dierks. Both houses are unique.
The old Arrow Theatre which he purchased from S. B. Callaham, is now a
place of beauty with its moderness, varigated coloring and light. Gerry Doig is
the resident manager, assisted by Jewel
Callaham.

Miami

Continuance

of Mexico,

expressed wiiole-hearted approval of the
Warner epic, “Juarez,” which was especially screened for His Excellency a few
days ago in the Alcazar Theatre, Ciudad
Juarez. The president was reported to
have made the trip solely for the preview,
according to Rafael Calderon of El Paso,
who was in Dallas Wednesday on business. Cardenas invited 2,000 people to
join him in the special screening, and was
highly pleased with the picture, Calderon

izing “Money Back Pictures.”

Report

Cameron

To Buy

Dallas

Dallas — Report

on Deal

Arcadia

went

the

rounds

Tues-

day that P. G. Cameron, owner of the
Peak Theatre, was negotiating for purchase of the Arcadia Theatre on Greenville Ave. Lee Hanley, active in the Arcadia operation along with R. H. Clemmons, said there was nothing to it. Cameron said he had nothing to give out at
this time.
The Arcadia is a former Interstate theatre. The building is owned by the Morton
estate and two years ago Hanley and
Clemmons started independent operations,
being in control of the stock of the Arcadia operating company.
While neither confirming nor denying
the Arcadia deal, Cameron did say that
he is extending the lease on his Peak
Theatre to 18 years and that he will enlarge that theatre to 1,200 seats, nearly
double its present capacity.

said. The print was sent direct from Hollywood, the Interstate circuit being instrumental in this through its El Paso city
manager, John Paxton.
The Alcazar belongs to Calderon and
the Salas Porras circuit operating in the
state of Chihuahua. With Calderon in
Dallas were his brother, Jose U. Calderon
of Mexico City; Jose J. Jimenez of San
Antonio, all interested in distributing
Spanish pictures through Azteca Films
Distributing Co., which maintains branches
in El Paso, San Antonio, Denver, Los Angeles, Chicago and New York. The three
men are touring the southwest selling their
1939-40 product.
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Thinks U. S. Will
Boom Television

Independents' Committee Gives
Anti-Protection League Aid

Montreal — Predicting that American
energy and resources would spread television rapidly over the United States, Gerald Cook, director of television for the
British Broadcasting Corp., said that it
would establish a new industry of large
proportions. Mr. Cook, after a visit of
nearly a month, has sailed for England.

Toronto — The business of organizing
the Anti-Protection League throughout
Canada is being pushed by a committee
of the Independent Theatres Ass’n of Ontario under the chairmanship of J. O.
Scott, proprietor of the Weston Theatre,
Weston, Ont., who also is a director of the
Ontario association.

“America has the youth, the energy and
the resources to make a go of this thing,”
said Mr. Cook. “The latent demand for
television is most assuredly there. What
is needed, I believe, is someone to give

Invitations have been sent to prominent
exhibitors throughout the province to act
on an enlarged committee to represent
Ontario in the movement, while circular

an ‘urge’ to it, some organization
impetus to the whole thing.

letters, outlining the purposes of the League, have been sent by Chairman Scott
to all independent theatre organizations
across the Dominion with an appeal to

to give

“The progress of television in the U. S.
will depend very largely on what the National Broadcasting Co. and others who
will follow NBC on the air, put into it.
I believe that at the end of a few years
you will have established a new and very
important industry.”
Mr. Cook, who spoke as a “friendly
critic,” has been BBC’s director of television since it was established at Alexandra Palace, in 1936. He went to the
United States, he added, to learn at first
hand the technical and artistic status of
American television, and to find out how
NBC

and other telecasters proposed to program the new medium.
The British television authority declared
he believed that his visit had laid the

foundation for very close cooperation between his own organization and the National Broadcasting Co.
Speaking out of his experience as head
of BBC television, Mr. Cook said that the
British had found the medium an extreme-

enroll members so that the drive will become country-wide in scope. A special
sticker is in preparation for use by members on t heatre stationery and exhibitors have been urged to use these
stickers on all communications to film exchanges and other appropriate persons.
Membership pledge cards have been sent
out to associations and individual exhibitors in all parts of the country. The card,
sold for $1.00, indicates that the AntiProtection League “is dedicated to the elimination of protection and unfair priorities by conciliation or legislation.”
Independent associations have been asked to canvass exhibitors in the different
communities for support and the suggestion is made that each organization call
a special meeting to obtain concerted action, the contention being stressed that

of present-

Ontario exhibitors alone cannot bring results and that every province will have to
bring in its quota of members through an

ing programme material. “When television
is seen in the home,” he added, “it has
qualities possessed by neither motion pictures nor the stage.

organized round-up in its territory.
Chairman Scott declared in his letter to
important exhibitors that clearance and

“American manufacturers and television
broadcasters should, I think, get television
receivers into homes as fast as possible
and create television networks, so that
rural as well as town viewers will increase
immediately. Then the sponsor will come
in and your programme service will be put

priority had been “stretched and distorted until it has become a most unfair
weapon in competition. The independent
is being unduly hampered to the extent
that his business is hurt and, in some

ly intimate one in its manner

on a firm economic

base.”

cases we believe, threatened.” Mr. Scott
added: “This is the first attempt in this
country to organize a unified national

Toronto — The exclusive story published in the May 20 issue of BOXOFFICE
regarding the solving of a mysterious airplane crash in the North Country through
the developing of the negative in a motion picture camera aboard the ill-fated craft
found its way into the newspapers of Canada after the facts had been revealed in
this publication. The Toronto Telegram carried a re-write of the BOXOFFICE
story
and various publications have had follow-up comment.
Furthermore, BOXOFFICE
has published a number of important reports in recent weeks on Canadian developments affecting the motion picture business which
not

appeared

in any

Canadian

daily

newspaper

or Canadian

trade

problem.

It

vicinity
as possible?”
One who
is taking an active hand
organizing the League is N. A. Taylor
Toronto,

vice-president

of

the

in
of

Indepen-

dent Theatres Ass’n, manager of the Exhibitors Booking Ass’n, manager of 20th
Century Theatres, Ltd., member of the
conciliation committee of the Toronto
board

of trade film section and past chairman of that body.
Growth

Is Swift

“We are impressing upon
picture distributors that a

the motion
revision of

clearance arrangements and the elimination of unfair protection will result in better business for all concerned,” declared
Mr. Taylor. “The film exchanges will
make more money if the smaller theatres
are able to make more money. It will be
better for everybody in the business if
changes are brought about. No person
wants to see a picture that is stale and
the independents are being forced to play
features

that are no longer

attractive

be-

cause of present conditions. The film exchanges cannot lose if we can cut out unAnnouncement
fair protection.” was made at the Toronto
headquarters of the Independent Theatres
Ass’n that already more than 60 members
had been secured for the League from
Toronto and vicinity although the campaign had been under way only a short
time.

This

represents

approximately

one-

quarter of all independent theatres in Ontario and the League committee now is
reaching out for the exhibitors in outlying
cities and towns in eastern, western and
northern Ontario, with key men in large
centers being invited to join a provincial
committee.
The

Toronto

committee

which

is already

active

in the campaign has been announced as follows: J. O. Scott, Weston
Theatre, Weston, chairman; Harold Kay,
Fox Theatre, Toronto; Mike Goodman,

Word has been received that the exhibitors of Winnipeg are organizing as a
branch of the League under the auspices
of the Manitoba Independent Theatres
Ass’n. The communication came from
Russell Cook of Winnipeg, secretary of
the Manitoba organization.

publica-

Among these are the data and comment contained in the annual report of the
Ontario censor board chairman, copies of which are not yet publicly available, and
the actual wording and official interpretation of the Act to Create the National
Film Board, the import of which had been causing considerable anxiety among
film trade executives in key cities.
Canadian news coverage
liberations of Canadian trade

a common

a great deal of work and cooperation to put this across successfully.
That is why we are looking to you for
help. Will you enlist in the fight and
bring in as many independents in your

Duchess Theatre; Harry Alexander, Lansdowne Theatre; William S. Brady, Madison Theatre; George Lester and Harry
Rotenberg.

Setting the Pace

have
tion.

drive to deal with
will take

in BOXOFFICE
is playing a valuable part in the
officials on current problems and factors.

de-

The Gaiety Passes
London — Wreckers are hauling down the
Gaiety Theatre in the Strand, home of
musical comedy in this city for 35 years
and

famous

for a long time

as the work-

ing place of the “Gaiety Girls,” reputedly
in their time the world’s most beautiful.
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Industry Executives
With Dominion

Confer

Vitagraph Regional
In Toronto

Agents

Toronto — An important regional conference was held at the Toronto head
office of Vitagraph,

Toronto — Prominent officials of the U.
S. industry conferred with Canadian

tion Picture Distributors of Canada;
President N. L. Nathanson, T. J. Bragg, R.

representatives regarding the new season’s product at the seventh annual sales
convention of Empire-Universal Films,
Ltd., which occupied practically three days
at the Royal York Hotel, Toronto, under
the chairmanship of General Manager A.
W. Perry, with the addition of a number
of social features including two luncheons,
an outing and a windup reception at which
the host was Clair Hague of Toronto, head
of Universal affairs in Canada for a great
many years.

W.

The

first day was devoted to a consideration of Republic plans for the coming 12

months, with President James R. Grainger giving a detailed outline of 50 features
and four serials, including four de luxe
productions, six anniversary specials, 16
Jubilee productions, eight Gene Autry
features, eight starring Roy Rogers and
three Mesquiteers. President Grainger
presented the cash prizes for the Canadian
Republic sales contest over 17 weeks,
which was captured by the Toronto branch
under Manager Frank Fisher, with St.
John, N. B., in second place and Winnipeg third. On this day, a luncheon was
tendered to Mr. Grainger at which many
notables were present.
The second day was “Universal Day”
when the guests of honor were J. Cheever
Cowdin, Nate J. Blumberg, William A.
Scully and F. J. A. McCarthy, all of whom
took an

active part in the important discussions. At a brilliant luncheon, the
speakers included Mr. Cowdin, Mr. Blumberg and Hon. J. Earl Lawson, member of
the Canadian Parliament who absented
himself from the session of the House of
Commons to be present.
Other
Col. John

guests

at this luncheon

A. Cooper,

president

included

of the Mo-

Bolstad, B. Geldsaler, Clarence Robson, M. A. Stein and R. S. Roddick of
Famous Players Canadian Corp.; Jules and
Herbert Allen of Theatre Holding Corp.,
Ltd., representing the Allen theatre chain;
General Manager Henry L. Nathanson,
Regal Films, Ltd.; N. A. Taylor, general
manager of Exhibitors Booking Ass’n, Toronto; H. T. Long and D. Main, Associated
Theatres; Sam Bloom and Sam Fine of
B. and F. Theatres, Ltd.; President O. R.
Hanson, Vice-President Paul Nathanson,
General Manager A. W. Perry, Assistant
General Manager A. J. Laurie, Secretary
M. Stratton, all from the head office of
Empire-Universal

Films;

Frank

Fisher,

Sam Brent, Walter Kennedy and A. Oulahan of the Toronto branch; Harry Paynter, Montreal branch manager, and Jerry
manager of the St. John, N. B. office, along with local film critics, and
Clair Hague, Universal representative for
Canada.

Ltd., following

the

arrival of Roy Haines, Canadian and
eastern sales manager
of Warner
Bros, from New York
rations for the new
cussed with Wolfe
district

manager;

branch manager,
manager.

City, when prepaseason were disCohen, Canadian

Joe
and

Plottel,
Harry

Toronto

Law,

sales

the convention. H. Mathers, booker at
Montreal, has been promoted to the sales
force of that office while Edward Cox has
been added to the sales department of
the St. John branch while Frank Gilbert,
formerly
One

with Warner Bros., has been appointed a salesman of the Toronto office.
of those who took a leading part in

the discussion on British pictures was Are
thur A. Lee of New York, representing
Gaumont-British Pictures Corp.

Hoyt

A

feature of the program was the presentation of bonuses for the Canadian
Universal sales drive for 17 weeks, the
winner being the Vancouver branch, Calgary being second and Toronto in third
position. References were made to the 54
features which are to be released by Universal in the coming year, the first being
“The Sun Never Sets,”
epic for which there is
exploitation campaign
The outing to the Circle
ed out the program for

Tribute

in Fireworks

Surprises

Universalites

Toronto — One of the real surprises for
the visiting Universal executives from New
York at the outing to Charles Mavety’s
dude ranch near Toronto, in conjunction
with

the sales convention of Empire-Universal Films, Ltd., occurred when the eve-

ning wound up with a fireworks’ display
which resembled a page taken out of the
Royal Tour program.
The climax of the fireworks came when

a British Empire
to be an intensive
in the Dominion.
M. Ranch roundthe second day.

a set piece broke out with a series of snappy bangs with the following appearing in

At the final session on Saturday, attention was devoted to the British pictures

Nate, Bill package
and Frank.”
Thever,surprise
brought a rousing
cheer for those guests whose first names

which

are to be released by Empire-Universal Films while other concluding business was mopped up. Several changes in
personnel in Canada were announced at

the magnesium

glare: “Welcome

to Chee-

were appearing in fireworks — perhaps for
the first time in their colorful careers. The
gentlemen who were thrilled in this manner were: Chairman Cheever Cowdin of
the

Universal board of directors: President Nate J. Blumberg, Bill Scully and
Frank A. McCarthy.
The New York executives were further
treated, during the afternoon and evening, with a rodeo, barbecue and cowboy
dance.

16mm Distributors Are
Alert in the Field
Toronto — James I. Foy, general manager of Sovereign Film Distributors, Ltd.,
Toronto, has returned from a business tour

Film Executives

Feted in Toronto —

“Universal Day” at the seventh annual business meeting of Empire-Universal
Films, Ltd., in the Royal York Hotel, Toronto, was featured by a brilliant
luncheon at which the guests included chief executives of Universal Pictures
and prominent representatives of the trade in the Dominion. This view of
the head table shows, from left to right: F. J. A. McCarthy, eastern sales
manager of Universal Pictures, New York; President O. R. Hanson of EmpireUniversal Films, Ltd., Toronto; J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the board.
Universal Pictures; N. L. N athanson, president of Famous Players Canadian
Corp.; President Nate J. Blumberg of Universal Pictures; Vice-President Paul
Nathanson of the Canadian company, and William A. Scully, general sales
manager, Universal Pictures.
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through the Canadian West to the Pacific Coast to organize the release of 16mm
theatrical programs in which this company specializes. Upon his return to Toronto, Mr. Foy had a conference with Edmanager
branchwardatRheaume,
Montreal.

of the company’s

S. C. Atkinson, vice-president of General Films, Ltd., Regina, has come east to
discuss plans with this company’s Toronto
office for further distribution of 16mm
product in the eastern territory.
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Fast Time Decision in
Brantford Next Year
Toronto — The

City of Brantford,

Ont.,

is once more figuring in the day’s news.
For some weeks the citizens had worked
up a considerable fuss because “The Life
of Alexander Graham Bell” did not mention the municipality as the birthplace of
the telephone but this difficulty was
come by an addition to the picture.
Brantfordites

are now

over-

in the throes

of a

dispute over the adoption of daylight saving with the population evenly divided on
the issue as indicated by a test ballot on
the question. The City Council is on the
spot but has intimated that it will take
the easiest way out by having a Daylight
Saving referendum in connection with the
municipal elections on December 4. This
means that the clocks will not be changed
for the current summer and the theatre
managers are secretly thankful.

He Is "Dr. Mayer"
When

Louis

Goldioyn- Mayer,

Script Next
Hollywood — Henry

for Durbin
Myers

and

an
Bruce

accorded

Manning are teamed on the script of “It’s
a Date,” Deanna Durbin’s next starrer
for Universal.

jyj S. BERNSTEIN, branch
returned after attending

manager, has
the Columbia

convention held at the Hotel Drake, Chicago. . . C. S. Chaplin, branch manager,
is home

again from the United
vention in Los Angeles.

Artists con-

P. J. Hogan, Paramount branch manager, was bereaved in the death of his
father, Thomas Hogan, retired collector
of customs, who passed away at the homestead in Carbonear , N ewfoundland.
U. De-La-Ferre of the National Vaudeville Exchange, Montreal, visited this territory recently to book one of their stage
shows.
W.

R. Golding of the Community Theatre, West Saint John, was a member of
the team representing the Central Bowling
League of Saint John at the Maritime
bowling tournament at Dartmouth, N. S.

Laren

dramatic activities, his name was anonymous with things theatrical in the Nova
Scotia centre.
Prof. Byron C. Tapley, formerly of Saint
John, died in New York after a brief illness. Professor Tapley received his musical
education abroad and had to his credit a
considerable number of original compositions. He had been honored with Royal
recognition and by prominent Europeans
for musical writings complimentary to
their respective countries. For several years
he was a member of the old Nickel TheBOXOFFICE
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came

LL.D

home

the freedom

J. B. M.

vice-president

degree

(lower photo).

Justice

in charge

to St. John,

froin the

of production

for Metro-

N. B., his birthplace,

he received

University

of the city of St. John
Above,

Baxter

and

Mayer

is shown,

Attorney

of New

Brunswick,

by Mayor
second

General

from

and

was

D. Laurence

Mac-

left, between

Chief

J. B. MacNair.

atre, and, later, the Imperial Theatre,
Saint John, orchestra. At the outset of
the picture business here he was pianist
in the original picture-theatre
first on the continent.

orchestra —

“Dodge City,” Warner Bros, production,
was held over for double playing time and
ran a full week in the Imperial Theatre,
Moncton, N. B. . . . On account of the
great interest being shown in Their Majesties visit, the Capitol Theatre, Saint
John, played the coronation pictures in
Technicolor again recently and they were
very enthusiastically received.
Gf. M. Hoyt,

branch

manager,

and

E. H.

Cox, salesman, are attending the EmpireUniversal convention in Toronto.
The Regent Theatre, Saint John, was the
scene of a theatre party after the regular
show

Narcisse V. Gastonguay, who died at his
home in Halifax recently, will be remembered as one of the pioneers in the theatre
business in this territory. After representing a United States theatrical corporation
for many years, he was later associated
with the Orpheus Theatre and, always a
supporter and promoter of musical and

honorary

Now —

B. Mayer,

recently when the north end merchants sponsored a program of the picture, “You’re Only
song, popular music

of the free
Council.

milk

Young Once,” singand addresses in aid

fund

of

the

Women’s

Joan Eastham, for several years secretary to the management of the Capitol
Theatre, Saint John, went to England
three years ago, presumably for a visit of
a few months, but decided to take permanent residence there and now invitations
have been received by friends on this side
of the water to the wedding of Miss Eastham to John R. Sainsbury. June 3 was
the date set for the marriage.
George Heiber, United Artists booker,
has left for his former home in Toronto
on vacation. Bill Guss, salesman for Regal
Films, accompanied
end visit.

him

there for a week-

Town Center Fire Destroys
Theatre in Fredericton
Fredericton, N. B. — The Gaiety Theatre
here was a total loss in a fire which did
damage estimated at $250,000. Nine buildings were entirely destroyed and a dozen
more structures were damaged by flames,
smoke and water. W. W. O. Fenety, owner,
said the theatre was adequately covered by
insurance

and that he plans
mediately. The Capitol, only
there and under the same
will do double duty for the

The Visit “Explains"

Ottawa — In

extending

to rebuild imother theatre
management,
summer.

a Holdover

the

engagement

of “Captain Fury” at the Elgin Theatre,
Ottawa, to two weeks. Manager Lloyd
Mills naively announced that the picture
was
were

being held over “owing to the thousands who wanted to see ‘Captain Fury’ and
unable to do so due to the Royal
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Increasing Compliance With
Censor Standards Seen
Toronto — A gradual improvement in
moving pictures, based on censorship
standards, has been noted in Ontario over
a period of seven years, according to figures compiled by the Provincial government, until the number of condemned
films now is practically negligible. During the past fiscal 12 months, two pictures were rejected out of a total of 2,681

record

the number

to be

number of pictures examined by the board
of censors in the past two years.
The

following

Examined
2,188
2,219
2,161
2,186
2,107
2,476
2,681

698

of the past three years
112
288
544

of refusals is shown

prepared as
standards :

official

a

table

record

1,455

701
816
415

1,494
1,309
1,763
1,755

478
369

1,992
2,299
380
with respect to 16 mm films
43
19
475
92
244
69

has

of

been

improved

girls in the ticket offices report that instead of inquiring when the feature picture starts, customers
is the newsreel on?”

are

asking

"When

is as follows:
1
1
0

A suggestion worth considering , made by
an ardent fan, is that, at the conclusion
of the tour, the films showing the Royal
progress should be coordinated into one
film showing the entire journey from Quebec to the Pacific Coast and back to Niagara, with the addition of the episodes in
the United States and the visit to the
Maritime Provinces, concluding with the
departure from Halifax.
Despite the Empire Day holiday, Filmrow has been a lively spot in the past week,
several changes taking place. I. Sourkes,
sales manager of Grand National, has
been transferred to Warner- Vitagraph as
salesman covering the province. Frank
Leduc has severed his connection with
Empire-Universal, and
by H. Mathers, former

has been
booker.

succeeded

Local chiefs of Empire -Universal have
been attending the convention in Toronto.
Accompanying Harry Paynter, manager,
were H. Mathers and L. Druxerman.
Warner-Vitagraph’s Filmrow office had
a visit from R. H. Haines, sales manager,

Duplessis

picture

announced

in

Montreal that early and complete reorganization of the Province of Quebec board of
motion picture censors is contemplated.
Recently the Quebec legislature passed a
law authorizing collection of the cost of
maintaining the board of censors from the
distributors and exhibitors of the province.
Henri Garat, Parisian film star, well
known to Montreal audiences, has taken
an action for $60,000 damages against the
casion at Bagnoles-de-l’Orne, Normandy,
claiming he lost the sight of his right eye
when

a croupier with whom he had a dispute, threw a metal cash box in his face.

Midnight

shows,

run by all the principal

theatres following the Royal
treal, did record business.

visit to Mon-

York; A. W. Schwalberg, superintendent of exchanges, New York, and W.
Cohen, Canadian district manager, Toronto

friend of Vienna schooldays, George Ehrlich . . . Paris is going wild over a film
commemorating Anglo-French friendship,

. . . Archie Cohen, Columbia’s salesman,
is on holiday in New York and Atlantic
City.

under the title “Entente Cordiale” in which
Gaby
toria. Morlay plays the role of Queen Vic-
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Filmrow

visitors: C. Brock

and

make

one

one.

until we
That

isn’t

A. Lau-

rie, of the Princess, Cowansville; L. Choguette, Farnham; E. Fassio, of the Rex,
Lachute; E. Gagnon, of the Francais, Que-

the

feature

picture

was,

ap-

propriately, “Gunga Din.”
Joe Ledden, manager of the Rivoli, was
one of the few managers of neighborhood
houses who could honestly say his theatre
did good busmess on the day of the Royal
visit. Situated in the north end, the Rivoli caught the crowds returning from the
Jean Talon station where Their Majesties
arrived. Before three o’clock the procession had left the north end and the people flocked to the show.
Confederation

theatres

had something

of

a scoop in a special newsreel of the Royal
visit which was shown in all their houses
. . . A1 Plunkett’s amateur hour is again
luring talent to the stage of United Amusement theatres.
Longer

daylight

with

its opportunities

for sport is diminishing theatre attendance, amd managers are puzzling over how
to find adequate attractions to bring the
public inside. In some quarters there is
a disposition to regard revival of the serial
film as the answer.
St. Denis Theatre, largest hall in the
east end, was the scene of the University
of Montreal’s degree-conferring convocation . . . Stewart Reburn, Toronto skater,
who

Maureen O’Sullivan’s sister, Sheelagh, a
Dublin actress who has been studying for
a year at the Abbey School of Acting in
Dublin, has left for Hollywood to seek
fame in the films . . . Elisabeth Bergner,
screen and stage star, recently opened an
exhibition of sculpture in London by her

New

A 1 6mm projector was placed on the
Royal train at Toronto to enable Their
Majesties to see the films taken on the
tour by the King and other members of

won’t

and the 6th (Duke of Connaught’s) Royal
Canadian Hussars (A.C.) forming the cavalry brigade, joined with Branch No. 75
of the Canadian Legion, British Empire
Service League, in a military night, May

Famous Players Canadian Corp. has declared a quarterly dividend of 25 cents a
share, payable June 30 to shareholders of
record June 15. A similar payment was
made March 31.
Maurice

"We

There is expectation in British film circles that Sir John Simon, chancellor of
the exchequer, will relent somewhat on the

25, when

the Royal party. Dominion motion
bureau loaned the projector.

Premier

together.

have thought out a good
easy,” he said.

Captain C. J. Decle, manager of the Empress, had his military connection recognized in noteworthy fashion when the 17th
• points.”
Duke of York’s) Royal Canadian Hussars,

MONTREAL
]^0 NEWSREEL
feature in history has
proven so popular as the record of the
progress of Their Majesties, King George
and Queen Elizabeth, across Canada. The

Hollywood, but she told him she had definitely retired. Astaire counselled his
friends to ignore rumors that he and Ginger Rogers will not make another picture

film tax. In the house of commons he conceded that in the case of a rather complicated and technical tax it might be
necessary to make adjustments on certain

35 Rejected
(1.6%)
24 (1.1%)
36 (1.7%)
8 (0.4%)
3 »0.2%)
4 (0.16%)
2 (0.074%)

Approved

bec; J. Bourdon, of the Alma, Chateauguay ,
G. Lapierre of Beauharnois.

During his visit to England, Fred Astaire endeavored to induce his sister and
former dance partner, Adele, now Lady
Charles Cavendish, to return with him to

.074 per cent. This trend has taken place
despite a substantial increase in the total

Altered

1931-2
1932-3
1933-4
1935-6
1936-7
1937-8
1938-9
The
1936-7
1937-8
1938-9

and

and

partnered Sonja Henie,
ed for straight acting roles.

is being test-

Alluding to the unparalleled advertising
Canada has received from the Royal tour,
B. K. Sandwell comments: “Whatever we
have done to create a favorable impression upon the King and Queen is equally
effective in creating a favorable
sion upon the representatives

impresof the

world’s press, cinema and radio who are
accompanying them in their history-making journey.” Sound Equipments, Ltd., have
Dominion
closed their Monkland Avenue branch and
transferred the showroom to the head ofwest. fice building at 1620 Notre Dame street
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INTERESTING

touch

at the

Uni-

versal Pictures’ luncheon of the Empire-Universal Films, Ltd. convention in
the Royal York Hotel, Toronto, was the
serving of two huge lake white fish which
were brought into the dining room before
being

sliced. One of the salesmen
dered if the fish was to be considered

wonbrain

food.
Returning from the United Artists’ convention at Los Angeles after a bit of sightseeing, Sam Glazer, Toronto branch
manager, proudly displayed a photograph
of himself with Mary Pickford, Toronto’s
original contribution of note to the screen.
Harry S. Dahn, former theatre chain
executive, is reported to have bought the
Canadian rights to an important film
production.
Jack

Clarke

has returned

to his post at

Loew's Theatre here, after having
ered from an injury to his foot.

recov-

J. Sutherland of St. Mary’s, Ont„ who
own and operate a group of theatres in
western Ontario, paid a return visit to
Filmrow.
Manager Joe Paul of the Community
Theatre, recently opened at Welland, Ont.,
staged
Week’’

The only hold-over at the big first-run
theatres of Toronto during the recent few

a successful “Mammoth
Revival
with a change of program each

day, the pictures comprising: “Les Miser ables,” “Bordertown,” “The Mighty Barnum,” “Jungle Princess,” “The Informer”
and “The Charge of the Light Brigade.”
The Centre Theatre in London, Ont.,
worked up a similar idea during the past
week.
Manager R. T.
Theatre, Hamilton,

Stewart of the Lyric
has booked a midnight

preview of “Captain Fury’’ for the evening of June 6 in which the city is expected to be ci’owded with people for the
visit of the King and Queen of Canada on
the following day. The picture will be
brought back for its regular engagement
some time later.

Milton Fallick, proprietor of the Lyceum
Theatre, Hamilton Mountain, spent some
time in Toronto to consult with exchange
managers and bookers. Mr. and Mrs. H.

Shea’s Theatre, large Toronto downtown theatre featuring pictures and
vaudeville, unexpectedly closed for the

How the Government

completed, he
Metro Pictures
to

Montreal — The

success

of

Capt.

Frank

Chamberlain Badgley in controlling the
photographic problems incident to the
Royal Tour across Canada leads logically
to the story of how he, as director of the
Dominion government motion
reau, came to build up that
industry.
The

bureau

at

Ottawa

picture bugovernment

has

the

most

complete

motion picture plant of any government in the world, and enjoys the
largest circulation of government films. It
has over 6,000 films showing daily in 33
countries through which it distributes.
The development of the industry really
is an incident of the world war. A native
of Ottawa, Captain Badgley had gone
through Lakefield preparatory school and
was

working his way through McGill
gineering course when the war broke
He used to do night reporting for
Montreal Herald and Montreal Gazette
attended McGill lectures by day.
grandfather, Colonel Chamberlain,
editor of the latter paper.

Enout.
the
and
His
was

Twelve days after war broke out, Badgley was in the army, went overseas with
the First Contingent, served in France
with the First Division and was wounded
in the Regina Trench area of the Somme
in 1916. He is at present the newly elected president of the Red Chevron Club.
After hospital, the Royal School
nery and other assignments,
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in the east, at Fort Lee, New Jersey. Badgley was enthusiastic about the technical
side of motion picture production. But
this provided by no means a steady nor
adequate remuneration at that time. He
was

for a while in the scenario department of D. W. Griffith, and later assistant
director to Edward H. Griffith. While he
worked hard in the technical studios, he
paid his way by acting, and became quite
a well known “villain.” He appeared with
the stars of the day, Marguerite Clark,
Margaret Clayton, Alice Brady, Montague
Lee and others. The contract of today
in the

motion picture industry was unknown then. One worked, either as actor
or technician, for six weeks and spent
the next four looking for another engagement.
In 1922, Captain Badgley was offered a
temporary post in Ottawa to reorganize
the exhibits and publicity bureau for the
department of trade and commerce. Out
of that confusion he evolved a Dominion
government motion picture bureau and was
made its permanent director in 1927.
Captain Badgley is the only Canadian
associate of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. He is a Fellow of
the Society of Motion Picture Engineers,
and a life member of the Projection
Advisory Council, both technical societies
interested in making the film wheels go
round.

weeks was “Union Pacific” at the Imperial
Theatre where Manager Tom Daley had
nice

tieups with Canadian railway employes, the feature being extended for a
second week.
“Alexander Nevsky” was held for a second week at the new Metro Theatre by
Manager Manny Stein.
G. W. Hogarth of the Roxy Theatre at
Kingsville and F. O. Graham of the Rio
Theatre at Essex, were a pair of Filmrow
visitors.
The Theatre Holding Corp., representing the Allen chain throughout Ontario,
opened still another unit on June 1 when
the Strand Theatre got under way at Tillsonburg, where it is opposition to Robert
Hambleton’s Capitol Theatre.
J. Wigle, proprietor of the Queen’s
Theatre, Hespeler, Ont., has not been a
trade visitor in Toronto for some time and
was given a real welcome
come a few days ago.

when

he

did

Col. John A. Cooper, president of the
Motion Picture Distributors of Canada,
paid an official call on the film exchanges
in Winnipeg, Man., then hurried back to
Toronto for the
convention.
Miss

Empire-Universal

Alice Fairweather

Films’

of St. John,

N.

B., secretary of the film board of trade
for the Maritime Provinces and former
member of the New Brunswick censor
board, visited in
with the annual

Toronto
meeting

Ont., of the National

Council

in connection
at Hamilton,
of Women.

Tom McKnight, manager of the Patricia
Theatre, London, Ont., had reason to be
proud of a lobby display in connection
with a tieup with local merchants on
“ Dark Victory,” a
merchandise being

half dozen exhibits of
arranged as boosts for

the feature.
Manager E. Leblanc of the newly-built
Cartier Theatre, Timmins, in northern
Ontario, has provided a spacious parking
station.
Joseph Giaschi of Welland, Ont., was
kept busy at the different film offices in
Toronto because the Giaschi family, father
and two s07is, now have three theatres in
Ontario, the Stra?id at Bracebridge and
the King George at Huntsville, in addition
to a new house at Welland.

J. M. RICE & CO.

of GunBadgley

wound up as a staff officer with the British War Missions in the United States, his
particular job was the handling of pictures
and films for British propaganda in the
U. S. When the work of the Mission was

was offered a post with
in New York, a firm later

become Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. Followed a succession of engagements of various sorts with the moving picture industry. The centre of activity was then still

Film Trade Grew

summer months on May 27. Built by the
old-time showman, Jerry Shea, it has been
operated by Famous Players Canadian
Corp. for many years. It will reopen in the
fall with a combination policy.

Canada
Distributors

Gurie to Universal
Hollywood — Sigrid

Gurie

has

signed

a

five-year pact calling for two pictures annually for Universal. She is currently in
“Forgotten

Women”

Sound
The
All

Heads

—

Building: — Winnipeg
for DUO
SOCNDMASTER
Amplifiers

—

Two

Way

Horn

GOLDEN
VOICESystems
of the SILVER
SCREEN
Other Theatre and Projection Equipment
and Supplies

at the studio.
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ing the attitude of the people in cities of
Quebec during the first stage of the Royal
Tour,

■pHE ROYAL Visit in Ottawa is a matter
of history but successive stages of the
tour across Canada by the Monarchs are
rapidly reaching the screens of first-run
houses where opportunity is afforded for
further demonstrations of loyalty and enthusiasm. The newsreel shots of the Royal
Tour are doing much better for the theatres than the actual local visit of Their
Majesties.
Manager Lloyd Mills held over “Captain
Fury” for a second week at the Elgin
Theatre, this being the only extended engagement currently in the Capitol City.
Mike Wilkes of United Artists Corp. was
in town, after a business visit in Montreal.
Don Stapleton, proprietor of the Centre
Theatre and president of the Ottawa Baseball Club, is highly elated with the showing
of the ball team which spent practically all
of last season in the cellar position. The
Senators are now battling with the league
leaders.
P. J. Nolan of the Nola and Rexy theatres and a prominent battler among the
independents, has been invited to join the
provincial committee of the Anti- Protection
League which is being organized to secure
clearance concessions. Paddy was one of
the leaders in the fight which secured the

pHE

Royal

Visit and the problem of accommodations for the influx of visitors
monopolized the time of the trade as it did
that of everyone else in Vaucouver, to the
exclusion of booking arrangements and

visits to Filmrow by out-of-town exhibitors, here for the event. Downtown houses
opened an hour later than usual to permit
their staffs to view the parade and presented midnight shows on Sunday. Supervising decorations on Filmrow were Bill
Hansher and Bill Jones, with the critical
approval of most of the Row.
Frank Vaughan is enthusiastic about the
recent district meeting of Empire-Universal wider the direction of the Canadian
general

manager, E. W. Perry. The advantage of having a district meeting is,
he says, that the branch staff participate
and attention is concentrated on the local
problems without spending a lot of time
in the discussion of broad, general topics,
often leaving unanswered seemingly minor
ones which may be vital to the district
office.
Larry Bearg, district manager, and
Frank Gow, suburban theatres supervisor,
left for Toronto to attend the Famous
Players district managers conference.
Another landmark will pass next week
when the Princess Theatre will close its
doors.

Sign Marshall
Hollywood — George

for One
Marshall

has sign-

ed a one-picture deal to direct Universal’s
“The Man From Montana,” starring James
Stewart.
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abolition of the amusement
two years ago.

tax in Ontario

Ben Bernie and his orchestra gave one
performance at the Ottawa Auditorium
Friday night, June 2, at $1.00 top, with no
extra charge for dancing.
The Capitol Theatre was crowded for the
one performance on the stage of Fridolin,
the French comedy company, the attraction
being a real event among the French-Canadian residents of the city. The Capitol
opened the following day with its usual
screen policy.
Preparations are in hand for the annual
Ottawa Fair during the week of August 21.
In addition to military bands, the fair
management
dance band

has engaged Van Alexander’s
from New York City. There

are no moving picture features
tion with the local exhibition.

in connec-

“Wuthering Heights” was screened at a
private performance at Rideau Hall, Ottawa, the temporary residence of the King
and Queen while on tour in Canada, the
showing being arranged at the request of

a special film attraction was withheld from one large Toronto theatre and
a substitute picture was screened for the
week, the big feature being saved for a
later date.
Many Toronto exhibitors “missed the
boat” when they did not run matinee performances on the day following the Royal
Visit when all local schools were closed
and there were many visitors still in town.
One

neighborhood manager declared regretfully that he had never had so many
telephone enquiries nor so many prospective patrons arriving at the theatre for a
show as on the afternoon following the
Royal holiday. “I should have opened but
I found out too late,” he remarked.
The Wednesday following the Royal
Visit was another holiday, Empire Day, but
it was the brightest, warmest day of the
late spring and, once again, thousands of
people stayed outdoors or remained where
they could hear His Majesty’s special message to the Empire on the radio. Attendance at the last evening performance on
Empire Day was fair. The week was far
from being a
record-breaker and
situation was well described, almost

respectfully, by one exhibitor when he exclaimed, “You can’t compete against the

Lord Tweedsmuir, Governor -General of
Canada, and Lady Tweedsmuir, who are excused from all official duties during the

greatest

presence
ion.

Requests for Royal Tour
Film Release Increase

of Their

Majesties

in the Domin-

and

Majesties

who

earth.”

requests are pouring into the Dominion Government offices, film exchanges and theatres for the compilation
a feature-length film record of the

of

are now

“styled”

on

that

Toronto — No event since the establishment of the motion picture business has
caused so much doubt and uncertainty for
exhibitors in Canada than the magnificent
ficially and popularly
Queen of Canada.

free show

Toronto — The Royal Visit in Canada is
causing such tense and widespread interest

Trade Set Groping
For Cues by Tour

tour of Their

the
dis-

the

ofKing

Monarchs’ tour on this continent for theatrical release immediately after the departure of the King and Queen for England, the film to show the highlights of
“Le

Tour

de Triomphe.”

F-P
and Marcus
Dividends
in JuneLoew's

Enthusiastic organizers of Toronto,
apart from theatre managers, undoubtedly
overplayed their hand in preparations for
the visit of the Monarchs. One example

Toronto — Shareholders of Canadian
theatre companies will be counting their

was the running of the King’s Plate at
Woodbine race course for which it had
been announced that preparations were
made for the handling of 100,000 persons.
This had the effect of scaring the patrons

made

and

not more than one third that number actually witnessed the turf classic in
the presence of the King and Queen. The
Royal couple covered a route of more than
20 miles throughout the city and the result was that nearly all temporary grandstands along the streets of the procession
were practically empty although the city
was jammed with visitors and an estimated
2,000,000 persons saw Their Majesties.
Approximately 50 theatres in Toronto
staged midnight shows before the holiday
for the Royal Visit but the populace was
so keyed with excitement that attendance

profits

at

the end of June — with announcements of stock payments to be
at that time.

Famous Players Canadian Corp. has declared its second 25-cent dividend for this
year on the common shares, the latest
distribution being for the second quarter
of 1939.
Marcus Loew’s Theatres, Ltd., Toronto,
is gradually catching up in its arrears on
cumulative preferred stock with a payment of 3V2 per cent interest announced
for June 30, this being for the half year
ending Dec. 31, 1936.

Forest Inc., Officials
On Canada Trip
Montreal — J. K. Elderkin

and

Ray

Du-

at these performances was “below the
line.” Theatre business was practically
nihil throughout the day but picked up a
bit late in the evening when exhausted

port of Forest, Inc., Belleville, N. J., manufacturers of motion picture equipment are
expected here June 8 and 9. From here
they go to Toronto for two days. They
will visit with officials of Dominion Sound

sightseers sought rest. Following
ceipt of confidential information

products.

the reregard-

Equipment,

Ltd.,

distributors
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STARTING
CRIMINAL,
AT LARGE — Jack Holt, Patricia Ellis, Arthur Hohl, Guinn Williams.
Producer:
Larry Darmour.
Director: Lewis D. Collins.
Original Screenplay: Harvey Gates.

WELL
NUMBERED
Wells,
ton.

MEN

ALONG
—

Brian

Donlevy,

COMPLETED
Jacqueline

George Anderson, Richard Fiske.
ducer: Irving Briskin. Director: Charles

ProBar-

COAST
GUARD— Randolph Scott, Ralph Bellamy,
Frances Dee, Walter Connolly, Adrian Morris,
Ann
Doran, Sarah Edwards, Claire Du
Brey.
Producer: Fred
Kohlmar.
Director: Edward
Ludwig.

TROUBLE
IN
THE
TROPICS — Wallace
Ford,
William Gargan, June Lang, Katherine DeMille,
Gilbert Roland.
Producer: Franklyn
Warner
(Fine Arts). Director: Elmer Clifton. Original
Allen Vaughn
Ellston.
Screenplay: Arthur
Hoerl.

o
z

IT
A

DAY
AT
THE
CIRCUS — The Marx
Brothers,
Kenny
Baker, Florence Rice, Nat
Pendleton,
Irving Bacon.
Producer: Mervyn
LeRoy.
Director: Edward Buzzell.

MR.
WONG
IN CHINATOWN
— Boris Karloff,
Grant Withers. Producer: William Lackey. Director: William Nigh.
Original: Hugh
Wiley.
Screenplay: Scott Darling.

q
q

CAN’T
Dyke.

HAPPEN
HERE — Lewis Stone. Producer: Lucien Hubbard.
Director: W.
S. Van
Original: Sinclair Lewis.

THUNDER
AFLOAT
— Wallace
Beery, Chester
Morris, John Qualen, Regis Toomey.
Producer:
J. Walter
Ruben.
Director: George
Seitz.
Original: Ralph Wheelwright.

STRONGER
THAN
DESIRE
— Walter Pidgeon,
Virginia Bruce, Ilka Chase, Rita Johnson, Lee

«
^

Bowman,
Richard Lane.
Producer: John Considine jr. Director: Leslie Fenton.

o
~

STUNT
PILOT — John Trent, Marjorie Reynolds,
Milburn Stone, Wesley Barry.
Producer: Paul
Malvern.
Director: George Waggner.
Original:
Hal Forrest.

£

DOG

T3

SHOW

MURDER

CASE

— Lynne

O

z
o

Overman,

Janice Logan, Joseph Allen, Donald O’Connor.
Producer: William LeBaron. Director: Kurt NeuScreenplay: Stuart Palmer.
mann.
TOUCHDOWN — Joe E. Brown, Martha
$1,000 A
Rare.
Producer: William
Thomas.
Director:
abe
HUSBANDS
NECESSARY? — Fred MacMurJames Hogan.
Screenplay: Delmar
Daves.
ray, Madeleine Carroll, Akim
Tamiroff, Elizabeth Patterson, John Qualen.
Producer: Jett
Lazarus. Director: Edward
H. Griffith. Screenplay: Virginia Van Upp.

>

>

SO
COLORADO
SUNSET— Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, June Storey. Producer: William Berke.
Director: George Sherman.
Screenplay: Paul
Schofield.

LAUGHING
IRISH
HEARTS — Phil Regan, Jean
Parker, Jerome Cowan, Dorothea Kent, Benny
Baker.
Producer: Sol Siegel. Director: Sidney
Salkow.
Screenplay: Olive Cooper.

MY
FIFTH
AVENUE
GIRL — Ginger Rogers, Tim
Holt, James
Ellison, Walter
Connolly, Louis
Calhern, Franklin Pangborn.
Producer: Gregory La Cava.
Director: Gregory
La
Cava.
Original: Frank R. Adams.
Screenplay: Morrie
Ryskind, Winifred Kay.

THE
SPELLBINDER — Lee Tracy, Barbara Read,
Allan Lane, Pierre Watkin, Doris Lloyd. Producer: Cliff Reid. Director: Jack Hively. Original: Joseph Anthony.
Screenplay: Bert Granet.

W

BAD

LANDS — Noah

Beery

jr.,

Douglas Walton, Guinn Williams,
Andy
Clyde. Producer: Robert
Lew

Robert

Barrat,

Stanley Ridges,
Sisk. Director:

g®

Landers.

^

WINTER
CARNIVAL
—
Richard Carlson, Ann
Sheridan, James
Corner, Robert Armstrong,
Robert Allen, Marsha
Hunt.
Producer: Walter
Wanger.
Director: Charles Riesner. Original:
Budd
Schulberg. Screenplay: Budd
Schulberg,
Maurice Rapf, Lester Cole.

Cj
^

FALLING
STARS — Alice Faye,
Don
Ameche,
Stuart Erwin, Buster Keaton, Chick Chandler.
Producer: Harry Joe Brown, Mack
Sennett. Director: Irving Cummings.
HERE
I AM
A
STRANGER— Richard
Greene,
Nancy Kelly, Roland Young.
Producer: Darryl
Zanuck.
Director: William Seiter.

INTERMEZZO — Leslie Howard, Edna
Best, Cecil
Kell away, Ann
Todd, Edward
Fielding. Producer: David O. Selznick. Director: Gregory
Ratoff. Screenplay: Zoe Akins.
A

CHUMP
AT
OXFORD
— Stan Laurel, Oliver
Hardy.
Producer: Hal Roach.
Director: Alf
Goulding. Screenplay: Harry Langdon, Charles
Rogers, Felix Adler.

THE
REAL
GLORY — Gary Cooper. Andrea Leeds,
Kay
Johnson, David
Niven, Walter
Brennan,
Reginald Owen, Broderick Craw.ford. Producer:
Samuel
Goldwyn.
Director: Henry
Hathaway.

UNDERPUP — Gloria Jean, Ann Gillis, Nan Grey,
Robert Cummings,
Doris Lloyd, Ernest Truex,
Melva Doney.
Producer: Joe Pasternak. Director: Richard Wallace. Original: I. A. R. Wylie.
Screenplay: Grover Jones.
BRIGHT
VICTORY
—
Jackie
Bartholomew,
Melville Cooper,
son, Alan Dinehart. Producer:
rector: Joseph Santley.

CAREER
MAN — Joel McCrea, Jeffrey Lynn,
Bryant, Frank McHugh.
Producer: Lou
man.
Director: Lloyd Bacon.

:: June

3, 1939

5

Nana
Edel-

ELIZABETH
AND
ESSEX— Bette Davis, Errol
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Basil Rathbone,
Henry Daniell, James Stevenson, Vincent Price.
Producer: Robert Lord. Director: Michael Curtiz. Original: Maxwell
Anderson.
Screenplay:
Aeneas MacKenzie, Norman
Reilly Raine.

BOXOFFICE

^

Cooper, Freddie
Willard RobertBurt Kelly. Di-

NOT

WANTED — Gloria

Dickson,

nis Morgan, Tommy
Bupp,
ducer: Bryan Foy. Director:

Fred

Roger
Terry

Den-

^

Imhof. ProMorse.

Stone,

®
^1
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HANDY
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BLANK
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I put a for sale ad in BOXOFFICE
when I decided to sell out and I re-

you

4804 East Ninth St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

on

man

With
(Send Order)
Cash
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ad — thought
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this.
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10c a word
4 insertions
at price of 3

Kindly insert the following ad
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through ALL eight sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:
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Blind

in your "CLEARING
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"MR. CHIPS" DRAWS 250% IN LOS ANGELES
AVERAGE

BOSTON

Fenway — Union Pacific (Para); Winner Take
All (20th-Fox), 2nd run
Memorial — Rose of Washington Square (20thFox) ; Risky Business (20th-Fox)
Metropolitan — Gracie Allen Murder Case
(Para); King of the Turf (UA)
Orpheum — Lucky Night (M-G-M); Tell No
Tales (M-G-M)
Paramount — Same as Fenway
State — Same as Orpheum

70
100
105
75

CHICAGO

Top Hits of the Week
Goodbye,

Mr.

Chips —

Goodbye,

Mr.

Chips —

Los Angeles

The

Apollo — {Jailing- I)r. Kildare (M-G-M)
100
Chicago — Tlie Lady’s From
Kentucky
(Para),
Eddy Duchin on stage
100
Garrick — Streets of New York (Mono)
90
Oriental— Almost a Gentleman (RKO);
First
Offenders (Col), plus stage show
95
Palace — East Side of Heaven (Univ), plus
stage show, 2nd wk
90
Roosevelt — Union Pacific (Para), 3rd loop wk.. 90
State-Lake — On Trial (WB), plus stage show. . 85
United Artists — The Hardys Ride High
(M-G-M),
2nd wk
90

York

Union

150

Pacific — Minneapolis

Man

of

Conquest

Rose

of

Washington

Denver

(dual)

of

NEW
140
135

Heights,

Hollywood — Juarez
show run
Paramount — Union

RUNS
6th

wk.,

High

Union

(M-G-M),

120
110
. 110
110
120
115

New

York

Pacific, 4th wk., Denver, Los Angeles; 3rd wk., Chicago, Oklahoma
City.

Juarez,
City.
Dark
ver.

4th

wk.

Victory,

of
3rd

roadshow,
wk.,

New

York

Cleveland,

Den-

100

Esquire — Rose of Washington
Fox), 2nd wk

100
120
65

Midland — Lucky Night (M-G-M); Society Lawyer (M-G-M)
Newman — The Lady’s From Kentucky (Para) ;
Some Like It Hot (Para)

Capitol — Secret
1st part

Service

of

the

Air

(WB)
90

Saint

Strikes

Back

(RKO),

110
90
125
115

DENVER
Aladdin — Lost Horizon (Col)
Broadway — Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M);
Beauty for the Asking (RKO), both after
a wk. at the Orpheum
Denham — LTnion Pacific (Para), 4th wk
Denver — Wuthering Heights (UA)
Orpheum — It’s a Wonderful World
(M-G-M);
Flying Irishman (RKO)
Paramount — Man of Conquest (Rep); Streets
of New
York (Mono)
Rialto — ‘Dark Victory (FN), after a wk. at
each
the Denver
and
Aladdin; Outside
These Walls (Col)

110

80
125
90

110

80

Michigan — Oklahoma
It Hot
(Para)

75

;

Some

00

75

Under
60

(Rep) ; Woman

Circle — Rose of Washington Square
Fox); Sorority House (RKO)

:: June

3, 1939

85

ANGELES

110
85
70

(WB),

4th

Pacific

125
250
100
125
100

(WB);

130
70
100

CITY

90
80
90
100

the

PITTSBURGH
Alley

Fulton
— Zenobia
(M-G-M)
Penn — Union

45
45

(Col)

Senator — Man

(UA)

Pacific
of

; Burn

60

reissue;

’Em

Up

O’Connor

(Para)

Conquest

60

(Rep),

2nd

Stanley — Broaduay
Serenade
Herbert stage show

(M-G-M);

Warner
Thewk Hardys
2nd —
d.t.

High

Ride

d.t. wk.
Hugh

(M-G-M),

125
70
110

PORTLAND,

ORE.

Broadway — It’s a Wonderful World (M-G-M);
100
Code of the Streets (Univ). 2nd wk
Mavfair — Rose of Washington
Square (20thHours (RKO), 2nd wk...U0
Fox); 12 Crowded
(Col) ;
of tile Redwoods
Orpheum — Romance
Hotel Imperial (Para)
80
Paramount — Oidy Angels Have Wings
(Col);

Boy
United

Friend
Artists — (20th-Fox)
Confessions

(FN);

For

Love

or

SALT

125
90

of

Money

a

Nazi

(Univ),

125

Spy

2nd

wk..l20

LAKE

CITY

Centre — Only Angels Have Wings (Col)
Paramount — It’s a Wonderful World (M-G-M).
Studio — Dodge City (WB), 2nd wk
Utah — East Side of Heaven (Univ); Illegal

115
115
125

Traffic (Para)
Victory — The
Beachcomber

105

Society

(Para);

Cafe

105

(Para)

90
80
100
85
150
80
80

(20th(20th-

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — Lucky Night (M-G-M);
Secret
Service of the Air (WB)
Fifth Ave. — Juarez (FN)
Liberty — Only Angels Have Wings
(Col),
2nd wk
Music Box — The Mikaelo (Univ)
Orpheum — The
Gorilla (20th-Fox); Bulldog
Drummond’s
Secret Police (Para)
Paiomar — Man
of Conquest (Rep), plus stage
show
Paramount — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN);

HAVEN

College — Rose of Washington Square
Fox) ; Mr. Moto on Danger Island
Fox), 2nd wk

100

wk.

80

Saint

Century — Lady’s From
Kentucky
(Para)
Gopher — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Orpheum — You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man
(Univ)
State — Union Pacific (Para)
Time — Story of a Cheat (French), 2nd wk
World — Grand Illusion (French), 2nd wk

NEW

road-

2nd

150
75
100

85

MILWAUKEE
Alhambra — Birth of a Baby
(GN)
Palace — Tell No Tales (M-G-M);
Jones Family in Hollywood
(20th-Fox)
Riverside — The Family Next Door (Univ),
plus stage show
Strand — Union Pacific (Para); Sudden Money
(Para)
Warner — Wuthering
Heights
(UA) ; Fisherman’s Wharf (RKO)
Wisconsin — It’s a Wonderful World (M-G-M);
Kid From
Texas (M-G-M)

of

....

O'Brien and his Harmonica
Hi-Hats on
stage
Tower — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN),
moveover
from Criterion

State — Rose of Washington Square (20th-Fox);
Mr. Moto on Danger Island (20th-Fox)
140
Wilshire — Same
as State
140

in the Wind
(RKO)

wk.

(Para),

Barry — One Way
Passage (WB),
A Man’s Castle (Col), reissue

Downtown — Dark Victory (FN)
Four Star — Goodbye, Mr. Chips (M-G-M)
Hillstreet — East Side of Heaven
(Univ) ; Outside These Walls (Col), 2nd wk
Hollywood — Same
as Downtown
Pantages — East Side of Heaven
(Univ); Whispering Enemies (Col), 2nd wk
Paramount — Union
Pacific (Para), 4 th wk,
stage show

Aster — Women
Strikes Back

CITY

Midwest — Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Plaza — Union Pacific (Para), 3rd wk
State — Streets of New York (Mono), Johnny

75

65

(20th-

Loew’s — Lucky Night (M-G-M); Society Lawyer (M-G-M)
Lyric — Torchy Runs for Mayor (WB), plus
stage show

BOXOFFICE

Esquire

LOS

100
100
125
90

115

MINNEAPOLIS
90

INDIANAPOLIS
(Para);

as

95
80

Like

Palms State — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN),
after 1 wk. at Michigan; Torchy Runs for
Mayor
(WB)
United Artists — San Francisco (M-G-M);
The
Champ
(M-G-M), reissues

Apollo — Man of Conquest
Doctor (Rep)

90

Alvin — Blind

95

Adams — Return of the Cisco Kid (20th-Fox),
after 1 wk. at Fox; Spirit of Culver (Univ)
Fox — Rose of Washington
Square (20th-Fox),
plus stage show

Alamo — Silver of the Sage
Cover Agent
(Mono)

(20th-

140

DETROIT

(WB)

Uptown — Same

80

Majestic — Man of Conquest (Rep)
Melba — The Kid From Texas (M-G-M)
Palace — Wuthering Heights (UA)
Tower— The Hardys Ride High
(M-G-M),
2nd wk

Kid

Square

Orpheum — You Can’t Get Away
With Murder
(FN); Sorority House (RKO)
Tower — For Love or Money (Univ); French
Folies on stage

DALLAS

Capitol — The
2nd part

CITY

110

Mae

YORK

OKLAHOMA

KANSAS

85

(Para)

Criterion — Rose of Washington
Square (20thFox)
Liberty — The Boy Friend (20th-Fox); Baelt
Door to Heaven
(Para), 4 days
L.berty — Unmarried
(Para); Bulldog Drummond's Secret Police (Para), 3 days

CLEVELAND
Allen — Dark Victory (FN), 3rd wk
Hippodrome — Rose of Washington
Square
(20th-Fox)
Palace — The Gorilla (20th-Fox). Stage;
West in person
State— The Hardys Ride High
(M-G-M)
Stillman — Tell No Tales (M-G-M)

85
75

plus stage show
100
Radio City Music Hall — Only Angels Have
Wings (Col), 2nd wk., plus stage show
85
Rivoli — Wuthering
Heights (UA), 6th wk
100
Roxy — Rose of Washington
Square (20th-Fox),
3rd wk. plus stage show
90
Strand — Kid From
Kokomo
(WB), plus stage
show

120

Grand — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox), repeat
Keith’s — Return of the Cisco Kid (20th-Fox) .
Lyric — Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
Palace — Union Pacific (Para), 2nd wk., held..
Shubert — The Mikado (Univ), held

75

(FN),

Astor — Goodbye, Mr. Chips (M-G-M)
Capitol — It’s a Wonderful World (M-G-M)
Globe — Blind Alley (Col)

Square

(dual) — Boston

City.
Wuthering

95

140

Square

Washington

80

ORLEANS

Orpheum — Lady’s From
Kentucky
Saenger — Midnight (Para)
State — Lucky Night (M-G-M)
Tudor — Stagecoach (UA)

150

—

(dual) — Los Angeles
Rose

NEW

Center — 12 Crowded
Hours (RKO)
Globe — Love Affair (RKO)
Liberty — Confessions of a
Nazi Spy
2nd run

150

Mikado — Seattle

CINCINNATI
(20th-

250

City

EXTENDED

Square

Loew-Poli— Lucky
Night (M-G-M);
The
Saint Strikes Back
(RKO)
Paramount — Union Pacific (Para); Bulldog
Drummond’s
Secret Police (Para), 5 day
holdover
Roger Sherman — Prison Without Bars (UA) ;
Torchy Runs for Mayor (WB),6 days

110
135

New

Albee — Rose of Washington
Fox), held over
Capitol — The Hardys Ride
2nd wk., held

IS 100%

100

The Family Next Door (Univ)
Uptown — Smiling Along (20th-Fox)

96
100
90
150
85
HO
90
80

Shott
Oregon
Universal

Subject J<evleur5
March

Trail

(Serial)

15 Chapters

There is no denying that this serial
moves along. But it employs a routine
formula and depends on every known
stratagem to sustain suspense. It’s one of
those “another redskin bit the dust” adventure yarns. Most of the action, after
viewing the opening three chapters, bears
an amazing likeness to the western films
of a decade ago. Accordingly, it can be
accepted as standard fare for the matinee
trade. The story has Johnny Mack
Brown as a frontier scout detailed by the
Army to discover the reason for the raids
on wagon trains crossing the plains to
Oregon. Fuzzy Knight is his partner and
supplies the comedy with Bill Cody jr„
good as a true youngster of the trail.
Louise Stanley makes a complacent heroine who rarely gets ruffled despite the
hazardous experiences she must undergo.
Average running time of each chapter 21
minutes.

Nellie of the Circus
Universal

(Walter

Lantz

Cartune)

7 Mins.

This is bright and imaginative cartooning for young and old. The situations are
new and clever. In flashback fashion, it
shows how Big Dan, who is searching for
his long-lost Nellie, spent weary months
and years training her to become an
aerialist. Comes along a Simon Legreeish
character, who snatches Nellie away and
makes her queen of the circus. Dan plods
weary trails and countries before he comes
upon

a

and intelligent treatment. Unfortunately, itgets little of either prerequisite in this two-reeler. The entire
subject is handled in hammer-and-tongs
manner. Yet, in centers where the more
conspicuous type of Americanism prevails,
this might receive a cordial reception. The
following pattern is observed: The founding of the nation: the Civil War; Europe
in 1914; America enters the war; Woodrow Wilson goes abroad in an attempt to
save democracy;

Despite

the fact this short

11 Mins.
embodies

an

unabashed plug for a Popeye cartoon, patrons should, nevertheless, find the subject
matter interesting. The making of animated cartoons properly comes under a
scientific classification. A trip through the
Fleischer studios and a glimpse at the
technique employed is really enlightening.
Shifting to England, the British air force
demonstrates a radio-controlled plane used
in perfecting aerial defenses. Rounding
out the short are shots of a novel school
for adults

and

of new

Montmartre
Columbia

(Music

Hall

work-shop

gadgets.

America

10 Mins.

Considerable improvements can be noticed in this series with this imaginative
bit of Paris night life. The acts are
of average vaudeville calibre. Harry Stockwell, the “Prince Charming” voice of “Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs,” sings a
popular tune “Candle Light.” There is a
neat solo by a gay songstress, Beatrice Kay,
who is deserving of better parts, and a
rather robust and enthusiastically done
Apache dance.

94

democ-

Takes to Skis

Universal

9 Mins.

This rates with the best that have treated with the subject of skiing. It is done
amid scenes of natural grandeur and takes
in the A B C of skiing from the production
of the hickory slats to the most intricate
of turns. Otto Lang, a master of the
sport, is on hand to exhibit his mastery
of space and speed. His performance is
truly a poetry of motion. Most of the
footage in connection with the sport itself
is done in slow motion so that novices
can pick up a point or two.

A particularly

interesting phase of the reel is the processes that go into the production of skis.
A very interesting subject for sports lovers
and spectators.

Diamond

Dust

(Walt

Penguin
Disney)

8 Mins.

This is a wholly delightful fusion of
grand comedy and the fowl equivalent of
human nature. When Disney decides he
wants sympathy for a character he gets
it, and he gets plenty for the penguin he
presents to Donald Duck here. That is,
until he decides that the little bird should
get mischievous, and then you get to feeling sorry for Donald. The penguin is a
surprise present to Donald from Admiral
Byrd. In less time than it takes a college
student to make up his mind, the penguin
has devoured three goldfish — despite Donald’s warning. After a lot of cute business, Donald gets real mad and makes for
the penguin with a shotgun. The duck is

(Sportlights)

10 Mins.

an active interest in its conception. Opening with a short introduction by Judge
Landis,

a tour of the training camps follows. Batting styles are demonstrated by
Joe Cronin, Jimmy Foxx, Joe Vosmik and
Roger Cramer. Don Gutteridge and Terry
Moore reveal some inside dope on stealing
bases. How to field at first base is demonstrated by Hank Greenberg. The windup
mcludes

a few words by Manager Joe McCarthy and a scene from a World Series

game.

(Paragraphic)

The Pointer
RKO

(Walt

Disney)

8 Mins-

Chances are you’ve seen the treatment of
this one before. But a few particularly
bright moments lift it from the usual run
of cartoons. Mickey Mouse is teaching
Pluto how to become a hunting dog; the
idea being to point the tail at the quarry
and become rigid. Off they go for quail.
Pluto, unknown to Mickey, strays off in
pursuit of a worm. And instead of Pluto,
there’s a huge bear at Mickey’s heels.
Meanwhile, Pluto scents a flock of quail
and remembering instructions, becomes
stone still, while the quail have a merry
pecking

away

at his body.

In

due

time, Mickey discovers that it’s a bear and
not Pluto behind him. The air becomes
charged with moving objects, mostly
Mickey

and

Pluto

fleeing for safety.

Donald's Cousin Gus
RKO

(Walt

Disney)

7 Mins.

Any adult who has ever been eaten out
of house and home by a guest who professes not to be a big eater will not only
get a belly full of laughs out of this, but
probably will try to rent it for certain
home functions — when the relatives barge
in for dinner. Just as he’s about to have
the dandiest time over a beautiful looking
dinner, Donald finds himself playing host
to Cousin Gus Goose, fresh from the
Gus does to Donald’s
And what
country.
with how he does it, is
combined
meal,

Swans
Paramount

so he can't fire, and that’s
is going to “ooh-aah”
audience
your
where
over the plight
of the defenseless little
bird. Swell !

time

A hangup baseball short that has everything for showmen. No need to stress its
timeliness. The reel deserves considerable
praise for the manner in which it is
handled. Grantland Rice, apparently, took

Madness
Vanities)

with

RKO

trembling,

Paramount

(No. 5)

the present

racy threatened by the various “isms;”
and a quick presentation of America’s
blessings. Some of the clips are interesting from a historical viewpoint.

billboard advertising Nell’s appearance. The rest of the reel belongs to

Popular Science

Donald's

restrained

Dan.

Paramount

of Freedom

Universal (Two-reel Special) 21 Mins.
Americanism is a theme that requires a

10 Mins.

something
miss.
to

Here is a splendid little reel about the
most ornamental of birds — the mute swan.
phase in the life of the swan is depicted with careful fidelity. With spring
comes courtship, then home building by
the mated swans, the hatching of eggs, instruction of the young and, finally with
winter, migration to the southland. Rarely

you or your patrons

won’t want

It's the McCoy

Every

has the life period of swans been so completely observed. In addition, swans make
a graceful camera subject.

Vitaphone
(Melody Master)
10 Mins.
This features Clyde McCoy and his Sugar
Blues orchestra. It is a zippy band number featuring Wayne Gregg, vocalist, the
Bennett Sisters, dance team, and a comedy
shag

dance by Tiny Lorman. The big moment comes when a flock of jitterbugs invades a swanky night club.
BOXOFFICE
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Footsteps
William J. Ganz

This subject portrays the humanitarian
work performed by the Red Cross nurse
and the need for this service. It has been
admirably produced. All humanity should
take an interest in the self-sacrificing activities of these gallant young women. As
shown here, they go through a rigorous
training period to alleviate the suffering
of mankind. To fit themselves for all forms
of emergency, the nurses spend four years
before the 20,000 who annually take the
course are permitted to go to the field.
Each of the steps in the instruction period
is shown to impress the thoroughness with
which they are schooled. The film may
be obtained gratis from local branches of
the Red Cross.

Paramount Presents Hoagy
Carmichael
Paramount
(Headliners) 10 Mins.
A musical short which should attract
attention because of the presence of the
noted composer, Hoagy Carmichael. Jack
Teagarden, who is rated among the better
trombone players, is featured with his
band. Teagarden’s band renders eight outstanding Carmichael compositions with
Teagarden and the composer indulging in
an interchange of comedy business. The
numbers played include “Two Sleepy People,” “Washboard Blues,” “Lazy Bones,”
“Small Pry,” “Rockin’ Chair,” “Stardust”
and “That’s Right.”

Dean of the Pasteboards
Vitaphone (Vitaphone Variety) 10 Mins.
This corking subject might strike terror
in the hearts of card sharks, but most of
your patrons undoubtedly will be grateful for its exhibition. It features one Luis
Zingone, who goes about revealing the
tricks of the trade with the greatest of
ease. Zinegone’s demonstration is not so
much one of these fancy sleight-of-hand
shows as magicians are wont to make a
fuss over. Rather, it is a serious application of the methods employed by professional fleecers.

Java Journey
M-G-M

(PitzPatrick Traveltalk)

9 Mins.

A most satisfying journey through colorful Java, this travel subject derives much
that the armchair adventurer should enjoy. Much of the footage centers about
the old port of Batavia, with its primitive
craft. The usual occupations that are
taken up along waterfronts also make for
abundant color. The Dutch influence is
seen in the modern city, contrasted with
canals. Many beautiful gardens surround
the scenes.

Porky and Teabiscuit
Vitaphone (Looney Tune)
7 Mins.
The old one about the broken-down
“plug” that comes through to take the big
race is the attraction here. Porky delivers
some grain to the stable, gets paid $11
for it and proceeds to get fleeced by a fasttalking auctioneer; he inherits an old nag.
The animators go to work and bring the
nag up from last place to the winning spot.
BOXOFFICE

:: June

3, 1939

Happily
Buried
(Musical)

NEWSREELS

11 Mins.

Tuesday,
Movietone

News,

No.

May

73:

M-G-M

23

Crowds

hail

King

and

Queen;

Chamberlain
warns Hitler; Poland; Rumania; Italy; new stratoliner tests wings; Yankee
Clipper begins ocean service; Lew
Lehr; polo;
yachting, and kayaks.

News of the Day, No. 271: Crowds hail King
and Queen; Yankee Clipper begins ocean service;
Spain feeds war
children; II Duce
hails pact;
kayak fad sweeps U. S. ; French aerialist in new
thrills.
Paramount
News, No. 84: Yankee Clipper begins
ocean service; Spain feeds war
children; polo;
kayaks, and crowds hail King and Queen.
RKO
Pathe
pair; II Duce
ocean service;

News, No. 88: Crowds
hail royal
hails pact; Yankee
Clipper begins
Crown
Prince turns skipper; Cuba

celebrates independence,
ing classic.

and

Harvard

wins

row-

Universal Newsreel, No. 773: King and Queen
acclaimed on tour; Mussolini tours defense zone;
Yankee Clipper begins ocean service; giant new
stratoplane tested; Cubans celebrate independence,
the new Mauretania, and May
feted with street
dances.

making it “different.” It seems that the
waffle iron business has gone to pot. A
girl, president of a company that makes
a round waffle iron, somehow is brought
together with a young man who is president of a square waffle iron company.
There would be a merger, personal and
commercial, but petty intrigue rears its
ugly head, there’s a tiff and the situation
resolves itself into a bitter competitive
fight.

There’s a heap of hokum, refreshingly new, in the ensuing business, with

Benny

Rubin brought in as a yogi. Anthony Allen and Rita Oeblman supply the
romance, and potential feature material.

Art Gallery
M-G-M

Thursday,

May

plane; and
terviewed by Lew

Irish
Lehr.

sweepstakes

winners

in-

News of the Day, No. 272: Submarine disaster;
test giant land plane; with the King and Queen
in Canada; and sweepstakes winners.
Paramount
News, No. 85: Submarine
and King George dedicates memorial.

disaster,

RKO
Pathe News, No. 89: Submarine
disaster; Roosevelt defends spending policy; plane
crashes into observatory; golfers qualify for open;
Wisconsin honors right to vote; Ottawa
fetes
King;

Archbishop
Spellman;
morrow dedicated at Fair.

and

town

of

to-

Universal Newsreel, No. 774: Submarine
disaster; King George dedicates memorial;
Archbishop Spellman; test giant land plane; Wisconsin honors right to vote; kids show pets; and
frog jumping contest.

8 Mins.

(Our Gang Comedy)

There’s more ingenuity, fanciful imagination and clever animation in this cartoon than you'll find in the average dozen.
Frankly, it doesn’t evoke a lot of howls;
rather will it probably result in a substantial appreciation of its all-round attractiveness. It all takes place in an art gallery
after visiting hours. Nero, standing next
to a painting of Rome, is just itching to
start a fire. He entices the three “see no
evil, hear no evil, etc.,” monkeys to swipe
some matches from another painting. Before long Rome is burning, Nero is fiddling away like mad and, in the general
excitement, all the other paintings either
take life and flee, or get seared to a frazzle,
with a flock
of grand comic touches. A
“must”
cartoon.

Swing Sanitarium

Clown Princess
M-G-M

(Cartoon)

25

Movietone News, No. 74: Submarine
disaster;
Roosevelt defends spending policy; King George
dedicates memorial;
Archbishop
Spellman; test
giant

20 Mins.

Although this is classified as a musical,
and it does provide a few tunes, it is
chiefly entertaining because of the obvious
and satisfactory effort that has gone into

Universal
10 Mins.

Apply the same pattern that obtained
with most of the other Our Gang series,
and you have “Clown Princess.” Porky’s
mother is unable to pay next month’s rent,
so the “boys” put on a show to raise the
necessary cash. It’s done in typical juvenile style, so there can’t be a valid criticism; except that it lacks spontaneity and
humor. The big moment comes when Alfalfa, doing an acrobatic-singing number
on a trapeze, gets lifted through the roof
on account of the mule that supplies the
power for the act gets into a tussle with
a bee.

(Mentone

Brevity)

18 Mins.

This variety number makes for pleasant
entertainment of the informal kind. Stone
& Collins are featured as dancers and masters-of-ceremonies attending a hospital
where they hope to cure ailments with
lively entertainment. The patient is Roscoe Ates, who stutters along in funny
fashion. The Three Marshalls are a song
trio that has an original manner about
them. Kathleen May’s soprano rendition
of “Liebestraum” is charming. Tire Robbins Bros. & Margie have a nice way about
their dancing and the Melva Sisters have
a

very

tricky act with their songs
duced from bottles of various sizes.

pro-

With Best Dishes
Chinook's Children

Central Film

10 Mins.

Chinook’s children are the huskies of the
snow-covered trail. Most of the huskies
are of the Greenland family, but an astute
breeder injected some shepherd and St.
Bernard into the line from which Chinook
claims his heritage. Chinook made the
trip to the Antarctic with Admiral Byrd.
His descendants are big, lovable dogs and
ideal as a camera subject. The short was
filmed with a winter New England landscape as the background. There are cute
shots of the puppies, and a sequence of the
annual dog-sled race. Enjoyable and entertaining.

Universal

< Mentone

Brevity )

16 y2 Mins.

With some running gag dialogue to hold
it together, this variety number offers just
about enough diversity to get it by, with
the emphasis on quantity rather than quality. Charles Kemper makes himself the
butt for the fun. Being a retail dish merchant who is being ruined because theatres
are giving away dishes, he decides to give
away entertainment with the purchase of
his dishes. That’s why there is Billy Reyers, juggler and monologist; George Roche,
tap dancer; Toy and Wing,
room dancers; Lillian Roth,

Chinese ballvocalist; Pied

Pipers, young singing group, and the Philharmonics, seven lads with mouth organs.
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Ad Material

well

BOXOFFICE:
What do you think of the fact that the various producing as well as distributing
organizations are becoming more and more negligent in providing and stocking advertising material on current releases? How in %'?/: do these fellows expect us
exhibitors to do anything with pictures that we have to keep a secret? It seems
to me a little less bellyaching on their part and a little more help in putting pictures
over would be in order. Fortunately, one or two companies are on their toes in this
respect, but the rest are sure getting sloppy.
Sincerely,
E. A. STEIN
Out-Wickenburg-Way
Wickenburg, Ariz.

A

ARMY GIRL (Rep)
A very good picture, but it falls short for
a Sunday program. Played against stiff competition, and paid too much for the picture.
Did average business though. Admission:
15-10. General patronage. Population: 7,500.
— L. J. Boudreau, Grant Theatre, Eveleth,
Minn.

c
CAFE SOCIETY (Para)
Not so hot and not worth what I paid for
it. Average business. Sunday. Weather:
Good. Small town patronage. Population:
2,300. Capacity: 265. — E. M. Freiburger,
Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.
CITADEL, THE (M-G-M)
An excellent picture which drew better
than we expected, considering blizzard. British dialogue was not objectionable, but several complained that the picture was too
long. It is doubtful whether small-town audiences appreciate such a picture as this.
Sponsored by the local PTA. Tuesday. Population: 1,500. Capacity: 300. — Victor Mantz,
New Ogden Theatre, Ogden, la.
COME

ON,

RANGERS

(Rep)

Roy Rogers may please some, but it's just
another picture. Population: 650. — Harold C.
Allison, White Cloud Theatre, White Cloud,
Mich.
COWBOY
AND THE LADY, THE (UA)
Our patrons liked this one and had lots
of nice comment on it. A perfect picture for
Sunday use. This one surprised me as other
UA pictures not so good here. Sun., Mon.
Weather: Warm. Admission: 25-10. Rural
patronage. Capacity: 175. — R. A. Moore,
State Theatre, Clarence, la.

D
DARK VICTORY (FN)
Certainly a triumph for Bette Davis and a
boon for women patrons. This is a picture
that should appeal to all of the girls,, young
and old. And the men will get a whale of
a kick from it too. It is sad, full of tears,
end heartbreak, but it is beautifully and
sympathetically done throughout. Business:

96
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Big!

AFFAIRS OF ANNABEL (RKO)
For my part Jack Oakie spoils any picture,
really believe my opinion is shared by patrons as this was not liked. Average business. Fri., Sat., Sun. Admission: 25-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 200. Capacity:
300. — Mrs. Carl Beard, State Theatre, Lewellen, Neb.

Fri., Sat. Weather: Rain-cold. Admission: 40-10. General patronage. Population:
3,500. Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.
DOWN ON THE FARM (20th-Fox)
Best of the Jones family so far, but they
all seem to please our audience and draw
fair at the boxoffice. Eddie Collins, was very
good in this one, would like to see more of
him. Tues., Wed. Weather: O. K. Admission: 25-20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 1,400. Capacity: 400. — A. Keuss jr.,
Community Theatre, New Athens, 111.
DRUMS (UA)
A stirring and beautiful picture that pleased
100 per cent. The color is excellent. Neighborhood patronage. Population: 1,965,000.
Capacity. 480. — Philip L. Hirsh, Spruce Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.
DRUMS

(UA)

Played this one as a benefit show. The
color is beautiful, but the picture itself has
too much English dialect and is, the type of
a story that my small town patrons do not
like outside of the few so-called intellects.
Mon., Tues. Weather: Good. Admission: 2510. Rural patronage. Population: 700. — W. D.
Rasmussen, Tivoli Theatre, LeRoy, Minn.

SCHOOL

(Col)

One of Columbia's percentage shows that
make us wish we had the privilege of paying what we think it is worth — and not contracting for a title. Tues,., Wed. Weather:
Clear. Admission: 30c top. Neighborhood
patronage. Population: 1,965,000. Capacity:
800. — Frank Glenn, Renel Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.
GIVE ME A SAILOR (Para)
Poor Martha Raye is certainly slipping in
this situation. No business. Sunday. Weather: Fair. Admission: 30-15. Rural patronage.
Population: 1,800. Capacity: 500. — Harland
Rankin, Plaza Theatre, Tilbury, Ont.

H
HONOLULU (M-G-M)
It's a honey-lu-lu any place. Who said
Eleanor was slipping? Anyone that thinks
so should see this, one. Great music and
dances and nice little story. Sun., Mon.
Weather: Fine. Admission: 25-10. City and
retired farmer patronage. Population: 1,300.
Capacitv: 200. — J. R. Wills, Eaton Theatre,
Eaton, Colo.
HONOLULU
Profit on

drew

better than

average.

(M-G-M)
this. A good

has no "oomph.'' Really hard to feel that
she and Astaire can click. Any audience
will like this, pidure and we hope we have
many as good. Sun., Mon. Weather: Windy.
Admission: 30-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 1,000. Capacity: 345. — S. L.
George, Mountain Home Theatre, Mountain
Home, Ida.

I
ICE FOLLIES OF 1939 (M-G-M)
A big well cast picture that for some reason didn't do nearly as, well as I expected.
Miss Crawford needs something new and
very different if she is to hold her place
in the sun. Lots of good comments on Lew
Ayres, James Stewart and Lionel Stander.
Tues., Wed., Thur. Weather: Rain. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population:
650. Capacity: 230. — W. O. Woody, Stockton
Theatre, Stockton, Mo.
ICE FOLLIES

picture that was

OF

1939 (M-G-M)

Good picture, poor business. Joan Crawford is dead at boxoffice. Wed., Thurs. Weather: Good. Small town patronage. Population: 2,300. Capacity: 265. — E. M. Freiburger,
Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.
IDIOT'S DELIGHT (M-G-M)
Not so good. Small loss on this one. Both
stars miscast. First half of picture not so
bad, but last half tiresome. Imagine slightly rusty Clark Gable cavorting around as a
song and dance man. Folks, expressed either disappointment or dislike for the picture.
You'll do well to shelve it. Admission: 30-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 1,000.
Capacity: 345. — S. L. George, Mountain
Home Theatre, Mountain Home, Ida.
IF I WERE KING (Para)
Grand entertainment and

worth

playing

if

you can stand a jolt at the boxoffice. When
will Paramount learn that the public does
not want costume pictures? Sun., Mon.,
Tues. Weather: Fair. Admission: 35-10. Rural, small town patronage. Population: 1,300.
Capacity: 250. — E. T. Bank, Rialto Theatre,
St. Charles, Minn.
INSIDE

G
GIRLS'

liked and

Seemed
to miscast
be Grade
Allen's picture.
nor Powell
in romantic
parts asEleashe

STORY

(20th-Fox)

A really well-liked little picture that doubled with "The Frontiersman'' did not draw
average business. We simply cannot do
business with these program pictures, and
the westerns have gone sour on us. Nevertheless the two of them made an average
good program. Fri., Sat.
Admission: 30-10. Small

Weather: Windy.
town patronage.

Population: 1,000. Capacity: 345. — S. L.
George,Ida.
Mountain Home Theatre, Mountain
Home,

J
JUST AROUND THE CORNER (20th-Fox)
And did we get fooled! The very poorest
Shirley Temple yet. Business not even half
what it usually is on a Temple picture. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population:
1 ,300. Capacity: 250. — A. N. Miles, Eminence
Theatre, Eminence, Ky.

K
KENTUCKY (20th-Fox)
A beautiful picture, story and

cast. After

all the flopo B's such dessert is refreshing.
Was a big hit, but no added attendance.
Sunday. Weather: Fine. Admission: 25-10.
City and retired farmer patronage. Population: 1,300. Capacity: 200. — J. R. Wills, Eaton
Theatre, Eaton, Colo.
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L
LISTEN, DARLING (M-G-M)
A dandy picture of the type that our patrons go for. Fine photography, nice comedy, romance and an easily understood
story all rolled into one swell little picture.
Wed., Thur. Weather: Cold. Admission: 2510. Rural patronage. Population: 700. — W.
D. Rasmussen, Tivoli Theatre, LeRoy, Minn.

M
MEN
A

WITH WINGS (Para)
very good aviation picture, but personally do not believe it should rate as a
special. Sun., Mon. Weather: Rain. Admission: 35-15. General patronage. Population:
600. Capacity: 286. — H. H. Homer, Rialto
Theatre, Cheyenne Wells,, Colo.

MIDNIGHT (Para)
Sparkling comedy entertainment that will
please nearly everybody. In it Paramount
and Miss Colbert do something to make up
for their recent mistake called "Zaza." This
has a swell cast that does just as good a
job as is expected of them. It is class “A"
comedy that will do par business, or better.
Tues., Wed. Weather: Warm-clear. Admission: 40-10. General patronage. Population:
3,500. Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

N
NEXT TIME I MARRY (RKO)
A fair comedy with its share of laughs.
Just about the screwiest story imaginable.
Many more like this one and everyone will
stay home and listen to the radio. Fri., Sat.
Small town patronage. Population: 1,500.
Capacity: 300. — Victor Mantz, New Ogden
Theatre, Ogden, la.
NEXT TIME I MARRY (RKO)
This company did fine on even a class B
allocation. Good comedy romance that
pleased family night in fine shape. Wednesday. Weather: Fine. Admission: 25-10. City
and retired farmer patronage. Population:
1,300. Capacity: 200. — J. R. Wills, Eaton Theatre, Eaton, Colo.

STAND UP AND FIGHT (M-G-M)
Corking action picture, audience ate it up.
A natural for rural and small town theatres
where action is of paramount importance.
We did too business on it. Mon., Tues. Admission: 30-15. Rural and small town patronage. Population: 1,800. Capacity: 242. —
G. B. Woodbury, Bethel Theatre, Bethel, Vt.
STORY OF ALEXANDER GRAHAM
BELL (20th-Fox)
Pix did not click at BO, in spite of fact
that all who saw it thought it was one of
the best pieces of work turned out this year.
Pointed inquiry revealed that many were
afraid it was going to be too technical to
be good entertainment. Undoubtedly this
one could be put over by selling it as a
beautiful love story in which it is standout.
Thur., Fri., our best playing time. Admission: 40-10. Cosmopolitan patronage.
Population: 600. Capacity: 275. — E. A. Stein,
Out-Wickenburg-Way Theatre, Wickenburg,
Ariz.
STORY OF VERNON
CASTLE (RKO)

AND

IRENE

Swell entertainment — should result in
healthy boxoffice anywhere. It has, everything a good movie should have except a
happy ending. That departure did not seem
to crimp its popularity here. It is the kind
of a show that can be enjoyed more on the
second seeing. Sun., Mon. Weather: Warmfair. Admission: 40-10. General patronage.
Population: 3,500. Capacity: 562. — Tom McPa.
Caskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg,
SUBMARINE PATROL (20th-Fox)
Average. Not what Fox claims for it,
judging from my audience. Fox has made
three good pictures and the rest are programmers. Fri., Sat. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. — Charles F.
Dearman, Fox Theate, Smithville, Tenn.
SUDDEN MONEY (Para)
Seems that Paramount could have done a
lot better with Charlie Ruggles in this one.

o
OUT WEST WITH THE HARDYS (M-G-M)
Basketball was too keen competition for
even Mickey, so this did a big nose dive.
Didn't even make expenses. Tues., Wed.
Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 1,300. Capacity: 250.— A. N. Miles, Eminence Theatre, Eminence, Ky.

P
PACIFIC LINER (RKO)
For those who like their meat raw this, will
go over and seemed to please all on Quiz
Night. Tues., Wed. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population:
1,900. Capacity: 450. — Jack Wright, Strand
Theatre, Bastrop, Tex.
PARIS

HONEYMOON

(Para)

I thought it a good show, but undoubtedly the public didn't, as it didn't draw like
Bing Crosby usually does for us. Thur.,
Fri. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Rural
patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 240.
— B. D. Smith, Imperial Theatre, Pocahontas,
Ark.
PIRATES OF THE SKIES (Univ)
Same old gangster story with the hero
coming through at the end for the girl. Slow
moving action, but it pulled through. Sun.,
Mon., Tues,. Weather: Fair. Admission: 1510. Small town patronage. Population: 23,000. Capacity: 778.- — George S. Ellis, American Theatre, E. Liverpool, Ohio.

s
SAY IT IN FRENCH (Para)
Good picture that pleased the majority on
Cash Night. Fri. Weather: Good. Admission:
25-20-10. Small town patronage. Population:
1,400. Capacity: 400. — A. Keuss jr.. Community Theatre, New Athens, 111.
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Eaton, Colo. — There is one point that
I think should be emphasized by the
exhibitor — picture quality. The average studio turns out 52 releases per
year, at least one third of which are
just so much film. They represent
Why?
something merely to flash on a screen.

some

I remark

to a

salesman

that

certain picture is poor, they usu-

ally say: “Well — . Now take ‘Jesse
James,' or possibly ‘Union Pacific.'
You can't expect caviar seven days a
week,
can you?"
I wonder
where

it will all end. The

Movie Quiz was launched to promote
good will and build up the theatre
business, while production was not in
the least way improved. They merely
continued producing for double bills. I
do not feel the double bill, with neither
picture any good, can continue to help
business. It is definitely creating a demand for pictures that small-town
hibitors cannot use.
What do you
Eaton Theatre.

say?— J. R.

Ed. Note — Any
you exhibitors?

reply for Mr.

SUEZ (20th-Fox)
Big spectacle picture, but not good at the
draw. Fri., Sat., Sun. Weather: OK. Rural
patronage. Population 900. Capacity 1 80. — T. Tomter, Grand Theatre, Highmore, S. D.

T
THERE'S THAT WOMAN
AGAIN (Col)
This picture set an all-time low on Sunday, with no opposition and good weather.
Those who came seemed to enjoy the show
but it was a headache at the boxoffice. Small
town patronage. Population: 1,400.— Victor
Mantz, New Ogden Theatre, Ogden, la.
TOO HOT TO HANDLE (M-G-M)
A little far fetched, but went

over

good.

A

very hard picture to handle on the amplifier, such sudden changes. Sun., Mon.
Weather: Fine. Admission: 25-10. Small town
patronage. Population: 500. Capacity: 200.
— Floyd Wolfe, Lynch Theatre, Lynch, Neb.
TOUGH

KID

(Mono)

Played on a Sun. -Mon. and did good business and paid a low-bracket price. Picture
is somewhat annoying and suffers from a
weak

plot. Weather:

Cold.

10. General patronage.'
— L. J. Boudreau, Grant
Minn.

Admission:

15-

Population: 7,500.
Theatre, Eveleth,

u
UNION

PACIFIC

(Para)

Generally measures up to DeMille standard, but believe shears could have been
used to advantage here and there. Lynne
Overman and Akim Tamiroff nearly steal
this show. Did about same business as
“Wells Fargo" and audience well satisfied
when they left. Admission: 40-10. Cosmopolitan patronage. Population: 600. Capacity: 275. — E. A. Stein, Out-Wickenburg-Way
Theatre, Wickenburg, Ariz.

Picture Quality
On the Pan

When

The general idea of the story surely offered
opportunity, but the scripters and director
muffed it. Played on a Saturday to less than
average business and at least half of audience expressed disappointment. Admission:
40-10. Cosmopolitan patronage. Population:
600. Capacity: 275. — E. A. Stein, Out-Wickenburg-Way Theatre, Wickenburg, Ariz.

ex-

WILLS.

Wills,

w
WHILE NEW YORK SLEEPS (20th-Fox)
Another quickie from 20th-Fox. My advice
is to catch up on writing in your office when
the patrons start out. Wed. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 25-15-10. Small town patronage.
Population: 2,500. Capacity: 350. — H. S. Johnson, Pal Theatre, Millen, Ga.
WINGS

OF

THE

NAVY

(WB)

Picture very good, a great boost for the
navy. Very entertaining as well as educational. More pictures like this will help the
boxoffice. Will entertain the young and old
at the same time. Wed., Thur. Weather:
Clear. Admission: 25-10. Town patronage.
Population: 13,500. Capacity: 500. — J. M.
Plasterer, Strand Theatre, Steelton, Pa.

Y
YOUNG DR. KILDARE (M-G-M)
I wish I would have used this on my best
days. I consider it a real piece. I wasted
it on midweek. It is a good mouth-to-mouth
advertising picture. Tues., Wed. Weather:
OK.
more,

Rural patronage. Population: 900. Ca180.— T. Tomter, Grand Theatre, HighS.pacity:D.

YOUNG

IN HEART

(UA)

Grand picture anyway you look at it, bu:
didn't do the business it should have. Wed.,
Thur. Admission: 30-15. Rural and small
town patronage. Population: 1,800. Capacity:
242. — G. B. Woodbury, Bethel Theatre, Bethel,
Vt.

Selling Seati

PRACTICAL

IDEAS

BY

PRACTICAL

SHOWMEN

Amusing Giveaways

Tire Matinee Packs

Play Leading Role

Kiddies in Detroit

Pasadena,

Cal. — Printed

novelties

Detroit — A tire matinee

with

a number of amusing giveaways play a
distinctive part in the various campaigns
conducted by the United Artists Theatre
here.
For a double bill consisting of “The
Story of Vernon and Irene Castle” and
“Huckleberry Finn,” cards were circulated
with a very small pair of dice attached.

During the theatre’s “Staff Week,” patrons received a sample package of cosmetics as a result of a tieup with a local
beautician. Sample sticks of Adams peppermint gum were also distributed as well
as small program cards which asked patrons to suggest improvements and make
comments on the service.
As part of the campaign on “The Story
of Vernon and Irene Castle,” arrangements
were made with dance studios to give patrons one free lesson if they presented a
card which the theatre handed out.

Boston — A

fetching

M&P

publicity

gag

has been the distribution of cards imprinted with a message similar’ to: “Just
for fun, ring or dial CAPitol 3987 and see
what happens.” The respective numbers
chosen, of course, net the callers some
M&P house where the former is greeted
by a plug on some attraction, present or
future.
The circuit also has been effecting tieups with the phone company whereby
phones are set up in some well-frequented
location, either in the lobby or in a vacated
store window. Signs explain to on-lookers
that the girl at the Alexander Graham Bell
refinement is calling up one and all around
the town with a bit of picture publicity.

Game

So that the house could
thing on the deal, Williams
a tire dealer to take all
He received $35 for them,
profit on the transaction.

Patriotic Keynote —
This attractive 8x10 -foot lobby display
on “Let Freedom Ring” was exhibited
three weeks in advance of the film’s
opening at Loew’s Valentine Theatre,
Toledo, Ohio. The bell and lettering
were cut out of wood. Credit for the
idea goes to Wally Caldwell, manager.

Regular admission for youngsters at both
houses is a dime.

A Third-Run House Wins
" Submarine " Promotion
Philadelphia — Proof

a

third-run

Chicago — Following

a

few

weeks’

test,

the RKO metropolitan New York circuit
has contracted for Bankroll, one of the
screen games in the Hollywood Amusement
Co. lineup here. Phil Fischer, Hollywood
president, claims above 3,500 theatres are
using his games, which also include Wahoo, Lucky Strike and Hollywood.

98

not lose anyarranged with
the old tires.
making a fair

So successful was the stunt — pulling in a
crowd of 1,200, in a house seating only
788 — that Williams is repeating the stunt
this Saturday in his Roseville Theatre in
Roseville.

house

given by Stanley-Warner’s Liberty, Tacony, winner of the $100 local and $150
national prizes for the best campaign on
20th-Fox’s “Submarine Patrol.”
The stunts, arranged by Bill Lafferty,
manager, and A1 Zimbalist, S-W publicist,
included: A serialization of the story five
weeks in advance of playdates; radio interviews with “war babies” on their
thoughts about the next war; a model
submarine contest; a community ballot,
with 2,000 voters, on “Do you think the
United States should have the largest
Navy
the World?”
The inInquirer
was persuaded to use the
same question in a reader survey on war,
and letters, praising the film, were sent
to the Legion and other service and women’s groups.

A National Wool
Roach's
New

Tieup for

" Captain

York — With

“Captain

Fury"
Fury,”

based

on the colonization of Australia, the Hal
Roach offices here embarked on a national
exploitation tieup with the wool industry.
First, a contact was established with the
bureau of style trends which represents
wool promotion in the United States for
both domestic and Australian manufacturers. The bureau in conjunction with
700 retail outlets has worked out a plan
based on “wool scenes” in the picture.
Wool and the manufacture of it will
highlight the various promotions which
will take shape in numerous displays. In
addition, the tieup has been carried to the
World’s Fair where the Australian commission is displaying stills of the picture
and material in connection with its wool
exhibit in the British Empire Building.
A number

a

of tieups with national manufacturers have also been effected featuring June Lang. Brian Aherne is featured in a tieup with a pipe manufacturer.

co-op ad in the Sunday Register on
“Union Pacific” and also a poster tieup
with Lipton’s tea in 300 grocery stores.
WBRY spot announcements brought requests for 250 pictures of the old and new
Union Pacific trains. In all, Schaefer distributed 1,500 of these. Three hundred

study guides on the picture went to
schools whose motion picture clubs are
always appreciative and responsive, and
were more so, what with the national
trip-to-Hollywood contest. Schaefer also
tried a special screening for teachers.

Various " Union Pacific "
Ties by Lou Schaefer

to Circuit

on a

his theatre — a pile that took seven truckloads to remove. Total admission for the
day was 1,200 youngsters, of whom about
500 paid cash admissions. In most cases,
the youngsters bringing in a tire also
“brought along a friend” who was a cash
customer.

can go places with clever exploitation is

Telephone Gag Tieups
Used by M&P Circuit

held

Result was a stack of 700 tires outside

The copy reads as follows: “A paro-dice
for theatregoers. A natural in entertainment value. These attractions are no
gamble.”
A reprint of Walter Winchell’s column
which was entitled “Things I Never Knew
’Til Now About the Telephone” was used
as a throwaway for “Alexander Graham
Bell.” A small corn cob pipe with a card
plugging “Huckleberry Finn” was another
giveaway.

was

Saturday afternoon by Jeff Williams, operator of the East Detroit Theatre, in the
suburb of the same name. Williams advertised in the local newspaper, inviting
all youngsters to come to his house, the
admission being one used automobile tire
(no bicycle tires accepted) .

New

Haven— Lou

Schaefer

secured
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Alphabetical Index to™

CURRENT

This Index is designed as a time saving guide lor exhibitors
know the title of a feature, but do not recall the producer or distributor. All features listed here appear in the BOOKING CHART
in release week squares alongside the proper company headings. The date following title is issue of review. Number at end
of line is production number.
A
Across the Plains (Mono)
-Tune 3
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(M-G-M)
Feb. 18
Adventures of Jane Arden
(WB) Feb. 18
Almost a Gentleman (RKO)
Mar. 11
Ambush
(Para) Jan. 21
Arizona Region (RKO) Jan. 14..
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)
Nov. 12
Asking: for Trouble (GB)
Awful
Truth (Col), reissue ....

3855
923
321
920
3820
982
929
8012
1072

B
Bnck Door to Heaven (Para)
Apr. 15
3833
Beachcomber, The (Para) Dec. 3.3863
Beauty for the Asking: (RKO)
Jan. 28
91A
Big: Town Czar (Univ) Apr. 22 3018

Forged Passport (Rep) Feb. 11..
Four Girls in White (M-G-M)
Jan. 21
Frontier Pony Express (Rep)

823
921

Apr. 15
854
Frontiers of ’49 (Col) Mar. 11... 9212
Frontiersman (Para) Nov. 26.... 3856

G
Gambling Ship (Univ) Dec. 24.. 3023
Ghost Town
Riders (Univ)
3054
Girl and the Gambler (RKO) . . 926
Girl Downstairs (M-G-M) Dec. 31 916
Girl From
Mexico (RKO)
928
Girl From
Nowhere
(Mono) ....
Going Places (FN) Dec. 24
359
Good Girls Go to Paris (Col) . .
Gorilla, The
Gracie Allen
May
13
Grand Jury
May 20
Great Man
Gunga Din

(20th-Fox) May 27.
Murder Case (Para)
(Para)

3842
14 913
912

Votes (RKO) Jan.
(RKO)
Jau. 28

H

Blackwell’s Island (FN) Mar. 4
Blind Alley (Col) Apr. 29
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Mar. 4
Blue Montana Skies (Rep) May 6.844
Boy Friend (20th-Fox) May 13 . . 943
Boy Slaves (RKO)
Jan. 21
911
Bo.v Trouble (Para) Feb. 4
3824
Boys Reformatory (Mono) May 6 3820
Bridal Suite (M-G-M)
May 27 . . 937
Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Apr. 8
931
Bulldog Drummond’s
Secret
Police (Para) Apr. 8
3831

Hotel Imperial (Para) Apr.
Hound of the Baskervilles

22.-3836

Burn ’Km Up
J»n. 14

(20th-Fox) Apr. 1
House of Fear (Univ)

936
20.. 3038

O’Connor

(M-G-M)

919

C

Clinn

(20tli-Fox)
Charlie Chan

in Honolulu
Dec. 24
in Reno

928

(20th-Fox)
Chasing Danger (20th-Fox)
Jan. 7
Christmas Carol, A (M-G-M)
»<*<■• 17
Climbing High (20th-Fox)
Apr. 22
Code of the Secret Service (FN)
May 13
Code of the Streets (Univ)
Jan. 28
Confessions of Nazi Spy (FN)
Apr. 29
Convict’s
Crashing

Code (Mono) Feb.
Through
(GN)

941

917

May 20
Island of Rost Men
It Could Happen to

374

18.3822
327

E
(Univ)
3006

Bverybody’s Baby
(20th-Fox)
Dec. 3
Ex-Champ
(Univ) May 20
Exile Express (GN) Feb. 18

935
3010
301

F
Fast and Eoose (M-G-M) Feb. 18. 924
Family Next Door (Univ)
Apr. 15
3020
Federal Man-Hunt
(Rep)
Jan. 14
820
Fighting Thoroughbreds (Rep)
Jan. 21
808
First Offenders (Col) Mar. 11.. 9030
Fisherman’s Wharf (RKO)
Feb. 4
844
Five Came
Back
(RKO)
927
Fixer Dugan
(RKO)
Apr. 29... 922
Flying Irishman (RKO)
Mar. 11
919
For Rove or Money
(Univ)
3030
May
13

:: June
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920

22. .934
945

to

Happiness

(Para)
3841

(Para)
You

<20th-Fox) June 3
It’s a Wonderful World
May 13

936

Jesse James (20th-Fox) Jan.
Jones Family in Hollywood
(20th-Fox)
Juarez (WB)

May
Apr.

21..

27
29

K

921
946
301

Kentucky (20th-Fox) Dec. 24... 923
Kid From Kokomo
(FN)
May 27. 363
Kid From Texas (M-G-M) Apr. 8 929
King of Chinatown (Para)
Mar. 11
3827
King of the Turf (UA) Feb. 18
King of the Underworld (WB)
Jan. 14
317

L
Rady and the Mob (Col) Mar. 11.9013
Rady’s From Kentucky, The
(Para) Apr. 15
3834
Rast Warning (Univ) Dec. 10... 3027
Raw Comes to Texas (Col)
May 27
I.et Freedom
Feb. 25

9214
King

(M-G-M)

926

Ret Us Rive (Col) Feb. 18
l.ittle Pal (Mono)
l.ittle Princess (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
Rone Star Pioneers (Col)
Apr. 15
Rone Wolf
Jan. 28
Kong
Rost
Rost
Rove
Rucky

9007
3828
932
9213

Spy

Hunt

(Col)
9014

Shot (GN) Dec. 31
Horizon (Col) reissue
Patrol (RKO)
Affair
Night

(RKO)
(M-G-M)

Mar.
May

M
Made for Each
Feb. 11

Other

Maisie (M-G-M)
Man
About Town

(UA)

(Para)

Man of Conquest (Rep) Apr. 15..
Man Who
Dared (FN) Apr. 8...
Mexicali Rose (Rep) Apr. 1
Midnight (I’ara) Mar. 11
Missing Daughters (Col) Apr.
Mr. Moto on Danger Island
(20tli-Fox) Mar. 18
Mr. Moto Takes a Vacation

313
1071
18
6...

801
375
843

3828
29.9027
937

(20th-Fox) Nov. 19
Mr. Moto's Rast Warning
(20th-Fox) July 30
My Son Is a Criminal (Col)
Mar. 18

952
926
9029

My Wife’s Relatives (Rep)
Mar. 11
810
Mysterious Miss X (Rep) Jan. 21 809
Mystery of Mr. Wong
(Mono)
Mar. 18
3806
Mystery of the White Room
(Univ) Apr. 1
3037
Mystery Plane (Mono) Mnr. 4.... 3809

N
Nancy
Jan.
Nancy

Drew, Reporter
28
Drew, Trouble

(FN)
372

Off the Record
Oklahoma
Kid
On Trial (WB)

(WB) Jan. 28... 314
(WB)
Mar. 18... 308
Mar. 25
323

One Third
Feb. 11

Nation

916
933

of n

(l’ara)

3825

Only Angels Have Wings
(Col) May
20
Outside These Walls (Col)
June

9001

3

9031

P
Pacific I.iner (RKO)
Dec. 31... 914
Panama
Rady (RKO)
May 13... 925
Panama
Patrol (GN) Feb. 25. . . . 314
Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox)
Nov. 19 .
931
Parents on Trial (Col)
Paris Honeymoon
(Para) Dec. 24 3821
Persons in Hiding (Para) Jan. 28.3823
Phnntoin Stage (Univ)
3056
Pirates of the Skies (Univ)
3033
Pride of the Navy (Rep) Jan. 28. 822
Prison Without Bars (UA) Feb. 25
Pygmalion

(M-G-M)

Dec.

11....

980

R
of the

Range

May 20
Red River Range (Rep)
Return of the Cisco Kid

(RKO)
Apr.

29

984
864

940
28.W1-2
11.. 3029

(Col) Apr. 29
Rolling Westward (Mono) Apr.
Rookie Cop (RKO)
Apr. 29
Rose of Washington
Square

Mar.

1 . 386.3
923

(Rep)

25

(20tli-Fox)
909

Sudden Money
(I’ara) Mar.
Sun Never Sets, The (Univ)
Sundown on the Prairie

25

(Mono) Apr. 1
Sunset 'I'rail (Para) Oct. 29
Susannah of the Mounties
(20th-Fox)
Sweepstakes Winner

3862
3857
954

(FN)

Apr. 22
Sweethearts (M-G-M)
Dec. 24...
Swing, Sister, Swing (Univ)
17

373
910
3021

T
'tail Spin (20th-Fox)
925
Tarzan Finds a Son! (M-G-M)
June 3
939
Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
May 20. 935
Texas Stampede
(Col)
9204
Thanks for Everything (20111Fox) Dec. 10
917
There’s That Woman
Again
(Col) Dec. 17
9006
They Asked for It (Univ)
3040
They Made Her a Spy (RKO)
Mar. 25
920
They Made Me n Criminal (WB)
Jan. 7
307
Three Musketeers (20th-Fox)
Feb. 11
927
Three Smart Girls Grow Up
(Univ) Mar. 25
Three Texas Steers (Rep)
Thundering West (Col) Apr.

3001
866
15. .9203

Tom Sawyer, Detective (I’ara)
Dec. 24
To the Rescue (GN)
Topper Takes a Trip (UA) Jan.
'lordly in Chinatown
(FN)
Toreliy Runs for Mayor (WB)

3816
328
7
371

Apr. 1
Tough Kid (Mono) Jnn. 14
Trade Winds (UA) Dec. 31

322
3819

Trapped in the Sky (Col)
9024
Trigger Pals (GN) Jan. 21
Wl-13
Trigger Smith (Mono) May 13... 3854
Trouble in Sundown
(RKO)
Mar. 11
12 Crowded Hours

(RKO)

983
18 917

Feb.

(Rep)
Feb.

18

852
3858

Singing Cowgirl (GN)
WI-3
Six Gun Rhythm
(GN) Feb. 18 WI-19
6,000 Enemies (M-G-M) June 3.. 938
Smiling Along (20th-Fox) Dec. 17 933
Smoky
Trails (Metropolitan)...
Society Rawyer (M-G-M)
Apr. 1 930
Society Smugglers (Univ)
Mar. 11
3024
Some Rike It Hot (Para) May 13 3837
Son of Frankenstein (Univ)
Jan. 21
Sorority House (RKO)
Apr. 22.. 924
S. O. S. Tidal Wave
(Rep) June 3
Southward
Ho!
(Rep)
855
Spirit of Culver (Univ) Mar. 4. .3014
Spoilers of the Range
(Col) ... .9206
Stagecoach (UA) Feb. 11
Stand Up and Fight (M-G-M)
Jan. 7
Star of Midnight (RKO)
reissue

Undercover
Undercover

Agent (Mono)
Doctor (Para)

3824

May
27
Union Pacific (Para) May
Unmarried
(Para) May 27

3840
6... 3835
3838

w
(Mono) Apr. 29
3829
Water Rustlers (GN) Mar. 18..W1-1
Western Caravans (Col)
9207
While New York Sleeps (20thFox) Oct. 22
922
Whispering Enemies (Col) Jan. 7
Wife, Husband and Friend (20thFox) Feb. 18
930
Wild Horse Canyon (Mono)

927
Moon

Patrol

853

(M-G-M)

(Para)

Submarine
Nov. 5

3802
941

(M-G-M)

Wanted

S

May
27
Silver on the Sage

(Mono)

Apr. 15
Stronger Than
Desire
Stunt Pilot (Mono)

942

Saint in Rondon
(RKO)
929
St. Rouis Blues (Para) Jan. 28.. 3822
Saint Strikes Back (RKO)
Feb. 18
918
Secret Service of the Air (WB)
Feb. 11
320
Sergeant Madden
Mar. 25
Shine On, Harvest

(Rep) Apr. 29
Streets of New York

U

(20th-Fox) Apr. 29
Ride ’Em Cowgirl < GN) Jan.
Risky Business (Univ) Mar.
Romance
of the Redwoods

(20th-Fox) May
13
Rough Riders Roundup

Star Reporter (Mono) Feb. 25.. 3822
Stolen Rife (Para) Apr. 29
3864
story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20tli-Fox) Apr. 8
938
Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle (RKO)
838
Strange Case of Dr. Meade (Col)
Oct. 29
9022
Street of Missing Men

Dec.

Shooter

(WB)
324
Navy Secrets (Mono) Feb. 18... 3805
Never Say Die (Para) Mar. 11.. 3832
Newsboys Home
(Univ) Jan. 28.. 3015
Night Riders (Rep) Apr. 8
865
North of Shanghai (Col) Mar. 11.9038
North of Yukon
(Col)
9205

Racketeers
950

(M-G-M)

I

3019
353

842
11.9035
922
3055

4.

9208
....

O
3843

Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)
Feb.
Inside Information
(Univ)

Apr. 22
Invitation

8012

934

I Am
n Criminal (Mono) Dec. 3.3812
I’m From Missouri (Para)
Mar. 25
3830
I Was a Convict (Rep) Feb. 25. 824
Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Mar. 11
925

Inside Story (20th-Fox) Oct.
Inspector Hornleigh (RKO)

D

BOXOFFICE

May

948

Dark Victory (FN) Mar. 11... 354
Dawn Patrol (WB) Dec. 24
303
Disbarred (Para) Jan. 14
3818
Dodge City (WB) Apr. 8
304
Down on the Farm <20th-Fox)
15
920
Down
the Wyoming
Trail
(Mono)
3864
Drifting Westward
(Mono)
Mar. 25
3854
Duke of West Point (UA) Dec. 24

Fast Side of Heaven
Apr. 15

Mar. 25
Home
on the Prairie (Rep)
Feb. 18
Homicide Bureau (Col) Feb.
Honolulu (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
Honor of the West (Univ)

I

Cafe Society (Para) Feb. 11.... 3826
California Frontier (Col)
24
8206
Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Apr. 29
932
Charlie

Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
Apr. 22
Harlem Rides the Range (Sack)
Heritage of the Desert (Para)

From
Sundown
(Col)
in the Iron Mask (UA)

944
3839

Secrets

Man
Man

RELEASES

918

by

Scotland

Yard

Jan. 7
Wings of the Navy (WB) Jan.
Winner Take All (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
Within
Mar.

the
18

Raw

3852
309
939

(M-G-M)
928

Wolf Call (Mono) May 27
Woman
Doctor (Rep) Feb.
Women
in the Wind
(WB)
Feb. 4
Wutliering

21

3813
4.... 808
316

Heights

(UA)

Apr.

1

Y
Yes, My Darling
Feb. 11

Daughter

(FN)
357

You Can’t Cheat an Honest
Man
(Univ) Feb. 25
You Can’t Get Away
With
Murder (FN) Jan. 28
Young Mr. Rincoln (20th-Fox)

3005

. . .

364
947

Z
Zaza (Para) Jan. 7
Zenobia (UA) Mar. 18
Zero Hour (Rep) May

3819
27

99

(Zhatt
! Odd

Columbia
ALI,-STAK

COMEDIES

A Stnr Is Shorn (17) ...
Boom
Goes the Groom

Apr.

(17)
Not Guilty

Enough

(17)

Mar.

24, ’39
Dee. 9

Feb. 10, ’39
Sept. 30

(18)

Now
It Can Be Sold (17) June 2, ’39
Pest From the West (..)... .June 16
Tie A La Maid (18)
Dec. 23
With Charley Chase.
Rattling Romeo
(17)
Swing You Swingers
(18)
With
The

Andy

July
Jan.

Clyde.

Chump

Takes

(18)
The Nightshirt
The Sap Takes
(15%)
Trouble Finds
(18)
COLOR

a

Andy

Clyde

Girl

Mar.

10, ’39
July

28

Mar.
(7)... Aug.
Dec.

31
26
23

YeUs

16

June

Peaceful Neighbors (8) . .Jan.
The Gorilla Hunt (..)... Feb.
The House That Jack Built
Apr.

26, ’39
24, ’39
14, ’39

(10). Not.

No.
No.

UNITY

7 Parade
8 Strauss

(..)
No. 9 Songs
No.

Our

(17)
Yes, We

Have

of

the

24, ’39

(7)
WASHINGTON

Slay
PARADE

19, ’39

1 Harry Newman
Commentator (10)
Not.
No. 2 Inside the White House
(11)
No. 3 Inside

24, '39

Apr.

21, ’39

West

Slay 19, ’39
( . . ) June 16

No. 1 College Songs
(10)
No. 2 South Seas (10)

Oct. 1
Oct. 4

No. 3 Season’s Idea (11)
No. 4 Sweetheart Melodies
No. 5 Friendship Songs

Dec. 2
(11) Dec. 30

(10)
No. 6 Shion Songs
KRAZY
KAT

the

Jan.

Capitol

(..)

Apr.

18

6, ’39
28, ’39

National

CAVALCADE

OF

STUFF

No. 1 (10)
Col. Stoopnagle.
No. 2(10)

Jan.
Jan.

6
20

CRIME
Money
While

DOESN’T

to Loan
America

(21)
Wrong: Way

Mar.
Apr.

(17)

CAPTAIN
AND
CARTOONS

Jan.
(10) . . . .Feb.

27, ’39
24, ’39

THE

11, *39
15, ’39
Dee. 24

KIDS

Krazy’s Bear Tale
Ivrazy’s Shoe Shop
The Lone Slountie
MUSIC
(New
A

Night

HALL
series)

in

a

Apr. 6, ’39
Oct. 21
(7) . . . . Jan. 27, ’39
( . . ) . .Slay 12, ’39
(6)
Dec. 10

VANITIES

Music

(10%)
A Night at the Troc
Yankee Doodle Home

Hall
Jan. 20, ’39
(10) . . Slar. 2,’39

(. . )
PICTUREGRAPH
No.l

(..)
SCRAPPY

Scrappy’s
(6)
Scrappy’s
Scrappy’s

Added

Jan.

15, ’39

(7) .. Apr.

28, ’39
Nov. 17

Attraction

Feb. 3, ’39
Rodeo (..)
June 2
Sideshow (7) . . . .Slar. 3, ’39

SCREEN

SNAPSHOTS

2(10)
3(10)
4(10)

(Series

17)

Oct. 14
Not. 20
Dec. 15

No. 5(10)
No. 6(10%)
No. 7(10)
No. 8(9%)
No. 9 ( . . )
No. 10 (. .)
No. 11 (..)
SPORT

19, ’39

CARTOONS

A Worm’s Eye View
Happy
Birthday (7)

No.
No.
No.

May

Jan. 6,
Feb. 17,
Mar. 17,
Apr. 8,
May 12,
May
June

’39
’39
’39
’39
’39
26
15

REELS

Diving Rhythm
(. . )
Slay 5, ’39
Gel Ready Navy
(10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Jockeys Up
(..)
June 2
King Vulture (10) Special ... Dec. 23
Navy Champions
(10)
Mar. 17

100

Men
in Fright (10)
Practical Jokers (9)
Tiny Troubles (10)

Oct. 15
Dec. 17
Feb. 18

PARADE

(New

Angel of Mercy
(10)
No. 1 (10)
New Roadways
(10)
Story of Alfred Noble
The

Story

of Dr.

PETE

SMITH

Man’s

Greatest

Series)

20, *39
Oct. 15
Jan. 28
(11).. Feb. 18
(10). Mar.

18

SPECIALTIES
Jan. 14
Oct. 15
Feb. 11
Oct. 22

(10)

Friend

(10).. Nov.

19

Marine Circus (9)
Mar. 11, *39
©Penny’s Picnic (10)
Dec. 17
Radio Hams
(10)
May 20, *39
Weather Wizards (9)
Apr. 8, *39
ROBERT
BENCHLEY
An Hour for Lunch (9) . .Mar. 18, *39
Dark Magic (10)
May 13
Home
Early (9)
May 27
How
to Watch
Football (9)... Oct. 8
How
to Sublet (8)
Mental Poise (8)
Opening Day
(9)

Jan.

28, *39
Dec. 10
Nov. 12

Paramount
BOOP

Captain’s Christmas
(8)
Dee. 17
Honduras
Ilurrieane (9)
Oct. 15
Petunia National Park (9) . . .Jan. 14

Musical Mountaineers (7) May
SI.v Friend the Slonkey

12, ’39

On <7)
With

20,
Dee.’392

the

New

Jan.

(7)

Pudgy in Thrills and Chills
(7)
Dec. 23
Sally Swing (7)
Oct. 14
So Does an Automobile (7).. Slar. 31
CLASSICS

Always
Kickin’ (7)
Small Fry (7)
The Playful Polar Bears

Jan. 27, '39
Apr. 21, ’39
(7) Oct. 28

COLOR
CRUISES
(New Series in Cineeolor)

Picturesque Udaipur (8) .. May 13, *39
Rural Hungary
(9)
Apr.29, *39
Singapore and Jahore (9) . . . . Dec. 31
Mdney — Pride of Australia
(9)
Dec. 3

A Song Is Born (10)
Jan. 6, ’30
Basse Rhythm
(10)
Oct. 7
Henry Busse and His Orchestra.
The Champngne
SInsic of the
Lawrence
Walk
(10)
Slar. 3
Lawrence Walk and his Orchestra.

Man

on

the

Great

neart

MYSTERIES
Rock

(11) . .

(11)

Hollywood Hobbies
Ice Antics (9)

Sept.

3

.Dec.
(10) . .May

(..)
The Greener Hills (11) . .
"Imm Live Again (10)
MUSICAL
of

Love

May
May

13, *39
Feb. 11

20, *39
27, *39
Oct. 22

COMEDIES
(17)

Jan.

28

Happily Buried (20)
Apr. 15, *39
Men of Steel (21)
Dec. 17
Kenneth
Stevens and Doris Weston In a musical saga of washing
machines.
Once Over Lightly (19)
Dec. 31
The story of two barber colleges
becomes a musical comedy plot by
a close shave. Johnny Downs
and
Dixie Dunbar.
Somewhat
Secret (21) ... Mar.
M-G-M
CARTOONS
(New Series)
©Art

Gallery

25, ’39

May

13

Jitterbug Follies (9)
Feb. 25,
©Little Gold Fish (8) .. .Apr. 15,
Mama’s
New
Hat (9)
Feb.
Seal Skinners (9)
Jan. 8,
Wanted
No Master (8) . . .Mar. 18,

*39
*39
11
*39
*39

M-G-M
Released
OUR

(9)

NEWS
OF THE
twice weekly.

GANG

HEADLINER

Hnl Kemp
and
(10)
SInsic Through

His

Orchestra

the

Years

Dec.

2

31

Love on a Tap (11)
Mar. 18, *39
'Oracle of Salt Lake (11) . . . Nov. 12
Prophet Without Honor

Dream

No.

DAY

COMEDIES

Alfalfa’s Aunt (11)
Jan. 7
Clown
Princess (10)
Apr. 15, *39
Cousin Wilbur
(10)
Apr. 29, *39
Duel Personalities (10). .Mar. 11, *39
Football Romeo
(10)
Nov. 12

(11)Garber
Jan
Orrin Tncker
(10)
Paramount

and
and

Orchestra.Feb.
Orchestra

Presents

Hoagy

michael (10)
With
Jack
Teagarden
orchestra.

Lopez

and

ty Hutton, Barry
sino. Dick Todd.

Nov.
Car-

Slar. 3

PARASIOUNT
Released twice

Apr. 7, ’39
Orchestra, BetDel

Ca-

NEWS
weekly.

No. 11 (10)
June
Three stories about water.
year.
POPEYE
CARTOONS
©Aladdin

and

Circus Co-Ed
(10)
Mar. 10
Fishermnn’s Pluck (10) . .Apr. 14, ’.39
Oh Say, Can You Ski? (10).. Dec. 16
Raising Canines (10)
Nov. 11
Rube Goldberg’s Travelgab
<»)
Oct. 14

PARASIOUNT

His

2, ’39

Wonderful

Lamp
(22)
Cops
Is Always
Right
Customers Wanted
(7)

Goonlnnd
(8)
Leave Well Enough

Apr. 7, ’39
(7).. . Dec. 30
Jan. 27

Oct. 21

Alone

(?)
Wotta
Nitemare
(7)
POPULAR
SCIENCE

No.

(In Cineeolor)
1 (10)

No.

2 (11)

May

Apr. 28
19, ’39

Sept. 2
Nov. 4
Jan. 6, ’39
Slar. 10

No. 5 (11)

May

grantland
lights

rice

12, ’39

sport-

Champion
Airhoppers (10) . . . .Oct. 28
Deals with the fascinating si\<rt
of gliding

and

soaring

in motorless

planes.
Diamond
Dust (10)
Frolicking Frogs (10)

Slay 12, ’39
Dec. 23
with
trained frogs including a jumping contest.

Good Skates (10)
ice skating with
Hold Your Breath
Depicting a novel
meet.

Apr. 14, ’39
champions.
(10)
Feb. 17
underwater track

Super-Athletes (10)
Nov. 25
An analysis of the progress made
in track and field sports.
The Sporting Irish (10)
Sports in Ireland.

Mar.

17

Two Boys and a Dog (10) .Jan. 20, ’39
Adventures
of two
boys and
a
wire hair terrier on a pack trip
in the Rocky Mountains.
UNUSUAL
(In

OCCUPATIONS
Color)

ONo. 2(10)
No. 3 (10)
No.

4(10)

No.

5

Oct. 7
Dec. 2
Feb.

(10)

Apr.

RKO
DISNEY

3, ’39
14, ’39

Radio

CARTOONS

Beach
Picnic (8)
Donald’s Cousin Gus
Donald's Golf Game

June 9, ’39
(7) .. May 19, ’39
(8)
Nov. 4

Donald's Lucky Day (8) . .Jan. 13, '39
Farmyard
Symphony
(8)
Oct. 14
Ferdinand the Bull (8)
Nov. 25
Goofy and Wilbur (8)
Mar. 17
Merbabies (9)
Dec. 9
Mother Goose Goes Hollywood
(8)
Practical

Pig

(. . )

Feb.

Dec. 23
24, ’39

Society Dog Show
(8)
Feb. 3, ’39
Mickey Mouse enters Pluto in the
Society dog show and Pluto does
not win.

PARAGRAPHICS

Swans
(10)
That’s Africa (10)
Unfinished Symphony

animals

Apr. 7, ’39
after dark,

No. 10 (11)
May5, ’39
Gentlemen
at work.
Oriental
craftsmanship and
song of tho

4

Slay 5, ’39
and
his

Wood,

and

8(10)

No. 9 (10)
fashions.
Sea police,

3, '39

Tempo of Tomorrow
(10) .. June 2, ’39
Richard Himber and his orchestra.
Three Kings and a Queen
(11)
Vincent

Feb.
’39
at 3,
play,
all about

Charro

plumed
birds
accordions.

Hijinks

Costa Rica (10)
Dec. 2
Jamaica
(10)
Slay 26
Lnnd of Inca Slcmories (10) . .Jan. 27
Mexico (10)
Oct. 7
Republic of Panama
(9) . . . . Slar. 24

HISTORICAL

No.The
7 (10)
Mexican

No. 3(10)
No. 4(10)

CARTOONS

Ancient Fgypt (9)
Jan. 21, ’39
Colorful Curacao (9)
May 27
Glimpses of Australia (9) . . .Apr. 15
Imperial Delhi (8)
Feb. 18
Jaipur— The Pink City (8) . . Oct. 29
Java Journey (10)
Mar. 18
Madeira — Isle of Romance
(8)
Oct. 1

The

No. 6(10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Great
Britain’s Kenya
Colony,
horse gadgets and a
visit with
Matinee.
Stan
Shaw
and
his Milkman’s

May

Jenner

Double Diving (10)
Grid Rules (10)
OHeroes
at Leisure
QHot
on Ice (10)

COLOR

MINIATURES
Golf Chumps
(..)
Hot Dogs on Ice (7)

short of the week.
color.

PAY

(21)
Sleeps

Out

are

{J Indicates

BETTY

M-G-M

FITZPATRICK
TRAVELTALKS
In Technicolor

(9) Mar.

(..)
10 Songs of Romance
Third Series

Slummy

6, ’39

Feb.
Bonzana

SING

of Hits
Waltzes

Jan.

Titles

©Indicates

PASSING

No

4

Big Town
Commuters
(9) Feb. 3, ’39
Sian Slade Island (Frisco Fair)
(. .)
May 26
Province of Quebec (10)
Dec. 15
COSISI

(16)
We Want

Following:

Running
Time. Date Is National Release, 1938, Unless
Otherwise Specified.

COSIEDIES
Go

30

TOUR

Isle of Paradise

Did

(16%)
Apr. 7, ’39
Flat Foot Stooges (17)
Not. 25
Blutts to You (18)
Oct. 14
Saved From
the Belle (17).. June 30
Three Little Sew and Sews

(7).. Not. 3
Slay 26
Not. 24

(8)

(..)

(7)
COLUMBIA

They

Grand

Dec.
Flame

(..)...

10

Nov. 4
.June 30

No.

(re-sale)

Little Sloth’s Big
Lucky Pigs ( . . )
Slidniglit Frolics

Feb.

STOOGES

Ducking

RHAPSODIES

Little Match
(8%)

Bermuda

20, ’39

May 5, ’39
(18) . . Oct. 28

Happy
Tots (7)
Hollywood Graduation
Kangaroo Kid (7)

Nell’s

14

Bump

Bandit
a Snp

(10)

THREE

21, ’39
A

(17%)
Home
on the Range
Mutiny on the Body

Sports

| shi Kin thill (10)
Technique of Tennis

Numerals

May

19, ’39
Feb. 10
(10) .. .Jan. 13

PICTORIAL

No. 3(10)
Oct. 7
Oceanic oddities, mountain
sunrises, elephants.
No. 4 (10)
Nov. 4
Prospecting
for
oil, mountain
climbing and a visit to southeastern United States.
No. 5 (9)
Dec. 9
17 year locusts, outdoor scenes and
the hit parade of yesterday.

l£The Hockey Champ
(7) .. Apr. 7, ’39
The Ugly Duckling (9)
Apr. 7
EDGAR
A

Clean

KENNEDY

Sweep

Baby
Daze
Beaux
and

COMEDIES

(17)

(15)
Errors

Dec.
(18)

May

2

19, ’39
Oct. 7

Edgar’s father-in-law again starts
all the mischief as Edgar becomes
the

butt of a practical
cause of his obesity.

joke

be-

Clock Wise (16)
Mar. 24
Father-in-law’s grandfather clock
drives Edgar nuts as he unsuccessfully tries to get rid of It.
Maid to Order (18)
Jan. 27, ’39
Edgar tries to marry his fatherin-law off with amusing complications.

BOXOFFICE

:: June

3, 1939

HEADLINER

COMEDIES

Romancing
Along (21)
Phil Harris sand his
Sea Melody (19)
Ted Flo Klto
with Rita
cellino.

Dec.
Orchestra.

and

Oehnian

Muzzy

Athletic
24, '39

Crime Rave
(l«)
Jan. 13, '39
Errol entertains bank
bandits hi
his home
without knowing it.
Home
Major

Boner (20)
Difficulties

Moving
Ring

Mar.
(19)

Vanities

(17)

May

Madness (19)
MARCH
OF TIME

No. 3(20)
Inside the

Good

of

the

and

Dec. 23
Tomor-

Jan.

Nation.

No.

America

and

Mexico's

8(18)

Mar.

No. 10 (20)
Dixie — The
problem.

17

New
17, ’39

the

Apr. 14, ’39
Orient.

nation's

May 12
number
one

of

NU-ATLAS

MUSICALS

Arcade Varieties (11) ... .May 12, ’39
East & Dumke, Lillian Roth, Frazee Sisters, Gilrone & Starr.
Rendezvous

Oshins &
mida and

(10)

Dec.

Lossy, Jack Arthur,
The Kidoodlers.

Hello Mama
(11)
George Jessel, Four
Frieda Sullvan.
Kcadin,

Rilin

ami

(10)
Samovar
Serenade
Codolbon &
His
Moscow
Choir,
Malina.

14, ’39
Boys.

twice

RADIO

FLASH

Dog-Gone
(16)
Hectic Honeymoon

Frozen

re-

21, '39
Nov. 4

SPORTSCOPE

Big Leaguers (9)
The Chicago Cubs
the pennant chase.
Bird

Dogs

Blue

Grass

get

Apr. 21, ’39
ready for

(10)
(10)

...

Apr.

Nov.

4

Dec.

2

Mar.
Feb.

©Gandy
(6)

Goose

in

Feb.
Doomsday

Gandy Goose in G-Man
Jitters (7)
Gandy Goose in the Frame

Dec.

16

Mar.
Up

10

Dec.

30

Herman

(7)

©Nutty
Network
(7)
One Gun Gary in the
of Time
(7)
Glass
New

Slipper

Comer

Owl

and

(7)
The Stranger

Nov.

18

Mar.

24

Nick
Jan.

(7)

Oct.

(7)

the

Pussycat

Rides

Again

Jan.

13, ’39
Nov.

Three

7

Oct. 21

(7)
Village

27

Bears

(6)

Blacksmith

(6)

Feb.
Dec.

4
10

Fire

(8)

Oct. 1

Universal
Armed

Bandit

(7)

Mar.

No. 56 ( 9)

No.
No.

60 (10)
61 (9)

No. 62 (9)
No. 63 (9)
No.

(New
Prairie

Series)

Poppas

(18)

Dee.

16

Sagebrush Serenade (19) June 16, ’39
Ranch
House Romeo
(17) . . . . Apr. 7
REELISMS

(New

Air Waves
(10)
Dude Ranch
19)
Gold (9)
Newsreel (10)
Pilot Bont (9)
Soldiers of (he Sea
Television (9)
Trans-America (11)

BOXOFFICE

Series)
Nov.
Feb.

11
10
10
. 9

. . Feb. 3, 1
(9) . . Apr. 7,

:: June

Oct.

Baby

Kittens

Oct. 10

No.

60 (9)

Mar.

6

No. 61(9)

Apr.

3

62 (9)

No.

63 (9)
TWO
REEL

March

of

Freedom

1.ANTZ

Fat

Chance

Boarder

Hats

(7)

Dee.

May

Up

Will

With

Dogs

25
17

Rhythm

Nov.

12

Dec.

31

Mar.

18

Mar.

(..)

Apr.

Seeing Spots (20)
Sophomore
Swing
(20)
Small Town
Idol (20)
Stardust (22)
Sundae Serenade
The

Knight

Toyland
Two

Apr.

Casino

Shadows

The

(20)

15

Oct. 22

THE
COLOR
PARADE
(New Series)
Oct. 1
2

(10)
Mechanix

Illustrated,

No.

(10)
Mechanix

Illustrated

Feb. 25
(10) . . . .Nov. 5

Mechanix Illustrated
Nature’s Mimic (10)
on

I’ointers

No.

Jan.
3

4. Apr.

(9)

7, ’39

22, ’39
Dec. 8

Jan.

28

Roving Camera
(10) . Mar. 25, '39
LOONEY
TUNES
CARTOONS

Chicken
Daffy

Jitters

Doc

(7)

Apr.

(7)

111 Wind

(7)

and Teabiscuit
in Egypt (7)

Porky

the

Gob

(7)

26

Jan.

28

22, ’39
Nov. 5
Nov.

26

(7).. Mar.

11

Nephew

(7). Oct. 16

Porky’s Tire Trouble (7)
Feb.
The Lone Stranger and Porky
(7)
MELODY
Artie

Shaw

1

Nov.

Apr.

(7)
Mystery

Jan.

18

7, ’39

MASTERS
and

(10)
Blue Barron

&

Orchestra
Orch.

White

6

26

House

A

Apr. 29, ’39
(10) .Jan. 21, *39

20, ’39
7,
’39
Fritz

Kane, John CarFoy
and
Jerry

(New

Series)

Tech.
Oct. 1
Nov. 19

(9)

Touch

Vaudeville

May

lot ..Jan.
with

Warner

Master’s

(10) . . . . Feb.

18

VARIETIES

Interlude

(..).. Nov.

19

( . . ) . .Apr.

15, ’39
Feb. 18

Tax Trouble (10)
Bobbin’ Good
(10)

Mar.

18, ’39
Dec. 10

Jan.

14, ’39
Oct. 15

Ski Girl (10)
Table Manners
TRUE

A

Minute

(11)

ADVENTURES

(By Floyd Gibbons)
From
Death (11)... Mar.

Chnined

(..)

Defying

Death

High

(10)

6, 39

Crawfords at Home
Gadgeteers (10)

10
25

Oct. 8

No.

the

the

(20) . . . .Oct. 29

(21)

Illustrated

(7) .May

(7).... Nov.

Nov.
in

VITAPHONE

29, ’39
Jan. 21
Feb. 11

(20)

Today

31
19

Independence

SPECIALS

4

Dec.
Feb.

Is Young

of

I’ow Wow
(9)
Immortal
Brash

Sept. 24
in

Dec.
(7)... Nov.

Mugs

Education

25
11

(21)
Feb. 11, '39
Sons of the Plains (19) . .July 30, ’38
Mauch
Twins, Rosella Towns.

24

Dec.

(..)

(20)
Rollin’

(7)

(18)
(^Lincoln

Mar.

(20)

Home

Play

Dirty

An

Declaration

BREVITIES
(20)

28, ’39

Mar.
(7)... Feb.

Watchman

Feld, Katherine
roll, Charles
Colonna.

(..)

Cheap

(7) . . . . Jan.

Sons of Liberty' (20)
Swingtime in the Movies

Projection Room
(..)
Murder With Reservations

Peril

Apr.
(12)

(12)

4
1

Oct.

15

Feb.

18

The Human
Toils of the

Bomb
(12) .. .Jan. 7, ’39
Law
(12)
Nov. 12

Treacherous

Waters

(12) . . . . Dec.

10

SERIALS
COLUMBIA
Fly15ingchapters.
G-Men
Robert Paige,
Craig,

Richard

Mandrake
the
12 chapters.
Secret
(15

Jan.
Lorna

of

Treasure
treasure

28, '39
James

Fiske.

Magician ... May

episodes).

pirate’s
island.

Gray,

6, ’39

Island. . .Mar.
Story

on

The
Web Out
15 Spider’s
chapters.

an

of

17

burlod

adventurer’s

Oct.the
22, Spider
’38-’39
of

magazine
stalks crimedom’s most
amazing
character
Impersonated
by Warren
Hull who
comes
to
grips with
The
Octopus.
Iris
Meredith Is the heart Interest.
REPUBLIC
Daredevils

of

Circle
Hawk
of

the

the

Red

Wilderness

12 chapters.
Martin.

Herman

June

10, ’39
Dec. 3

Brlx,

Jill

Clyde Lucas & Orch. (10) . .Jan. 7, ‘39
Clyde McCoy ft Orchestra
(10)
Mar. 18
Dave Apollon and His Orchestra
(11)
Dec. 24

Lone Ranger Rides Again. Feb. 25, ’39
15 Chapters. Robert
Livingston,
Jinx Falken, Chief Thunder Cloud.

Dave Apollon
(..)

Buck Rogers
Apr. 11, ’39
12 Chapters. Larry Crabbe, Jackie
Moran,
Constance
Moore,
Jack
Mulhall.

and

Orchestra
Apr.

8

nappy
Felton & Orch. (..).. Dec.
Jerrv Livingston Si Orchestrn

3

(10)

Feb.

(10)

Nov.

Ray Kinney and
(10)
Russ Morgan &
(11)
MERRIE
A

Day

Bars

at

nnd

the

His

Oct. 1
Orchestra

Zoo

Stripes

12

Hawailans

Feb.

MELODIES
(7)
Forever

(In

25

Color)
Mar.

(7). Apr.

UNIVERSAL

Radio
4

Jimmy
Dorsey nnd His Orchestra
(10)
Oct. 22
Merle Kendrick and His Orchestra

15

19

(21)

<. . )

Trouble

and

Home

12

CARTUNBS

5, ’39

Apr.
22, ’393
(,.).Dec.

TECHNICOLOR

Vitaphone
BROADWAY

Nanghty

Aug.

June

Night

(20) on
Fun

Porky’s

Little

1, ’39

Mice

You're

UNIVERSAL
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

15, ’39

the

May

The
The

Thugs

SPECIAL

June 26, ’39
PRODUCTIONS

Oct. 17
Nov. 7

21

6

No.

Night

I’rest-O Change-O
(7)
Robinhood Makes Good

FICTION

Nov.

17

Dinosaur

Johnny Smith & Poker Huntas
(7)
Oct. 22
Little Pancho Vanilla (7)
Oct. 8

Feb. 27
Oct. 3

(7)

Dec.
the

in Hollywood

Ham-Ateur

8, ’39

Feb.

10, ’39

Oct.

Bell
THAN

Movie

Rabbit Hunt
(7)
Sailor Mouse
(7)
The Big Cat and
Mousie (7)
WALTER

14

the

(7)

and

Dog Gone Modern
(7) . . . . Jan. 14, ’39
Goldrusli Daze (7)
Feb. 25

59(9)

• Apr.

Gilrone

13

No.

Porky
Porky

Emerson's
Mountaineers,
& Starr.
’39
'3'9 Side Show Fakir (17yz)
39
OSWALD
CARTOONS

Feb.

Out

(7) Duck
Daffy

2

20, ’39
Mar. 13

Pharmacy
Follies (18)
May 17, ’39
Three
Playboys, Frazee
Sisters,

26

Jan.

.Feb.

Nautical Knights (19) ... .Jan. 11, ’39
Arthur & Morton Harvel, Moore &
Ravel, Judy
Starr, Stump
and
Stumpy, The Khezzls.
Patio Serenade (17)
Nov. 16
Tito Coral, Laura Suarez, Armida,
Gloria Belmonte and others.

(7)... Dec.

No. 58 (9)

It’s an

Smooth
Approach
(9) . . . . May 19, ’39
The golfers show how
it’s done.
Snow Falls (9)
Feb. 24

(7) . . . . Apr. 10, ’39
(8)
Nov. 28

5

.Jail. 30, '39

.May

Duck

(..)

Porky’s

61 ( . . )
MENTONE

14
28

Me

Daffy

Dec.

3

16, ’39
Dec. 30

ski picture that’s different.
RAY
WHITLEY
WESTERNS

56 (9)

The
Oct.

Devil Drivers (9)
On the Wing
(10)
The hunting of wild

A

No.

Points

Nov.
Nov.

No. 57 ( 9)
No. 59 (9)

27

Count

30, ’39

No. 57(9)

Mechanix

SCENIC
Eternal

Music and Models (19)
Dec. 14
Jack Arthur, Carolyn Marsh, Six
Debonairs, Irene Vermillion & Co.

June

55 (9y2)

China

Cafe Bolieme (17)
Apr. 12
Saul Grauman
&
Co., Rosita Ortega, Pied Pipers, Luba
Malina,
Roy Smeck & His Aloha Islanders.

geese.

No.

2

United Artists

29, ’39

Apr.

Blackbird

and

Cleaning

(7)
©Housewife

24

27, '.39

Jan.

(7)
The Cat

A

(7)

. . . .May

Nellie of the Circus (7) .. .May
The Birth of a Toothpick

17, ’39
17, ’39

(JDeep End
(10)
Oct. 7
Top-ranking women
diving champions photographed in action by
the slow motion camera.

(9)

Beans

28, ’39

Bank
Notes (19)
Mar. 15
Gus
Van, Minor &
Root, Three
Wiles, Barton Quintet, Ruth Daye.

Bow
Strings
Archery.

Magic

Feb. 3, '39
(10) .. .Oct. 14

GOING
PLACES
WITH
GRAHAM
MCNAMEE
No. 55 ( 9)

Plumb Crazy (16)
Feb. 3
Pat C. Flick as a plumber causes
considerable commotion
on a job.
PATHE

Feet

25

COMEDIES
(17)

(. . )

CARTUNE

(’30-’37

Apr.

Jan. 20, ’39
MAGIC

THOMAS

TERRY-TOONS

weekly

PARADE

25

Should

Mystic Siam (10)
Viking Trail (10)

One
PATHE
leases)

KINDER-

Know
Nov.

Inventor

Isle of Pleasure (11)
Land of Contentment

NEWS

Released

weekly.
HIS

(7)
(7)

STRANGER

3

Should

Blue

14, '39

Mar. 31, ’39
NEWS

AND

Neighbors

©The

(11) . . . .Nov.

No.

6

3, ’39

Little

CARPET

©The

Moonlight

Apr.

twice

Girl

Know
(10)
LOWELL

Feb. 17, ’39
(10)
Mar. 17
Gypsy Orchestra,
Karavaeff, Luba

Jan. 20, '89
Ortego, Sisters

(..)

LEW
LEHR
GARTEN

11

Jan.
Mar.

MOVIETONE

What Every
(10)
What Every

©The

Oct. 28
Reillys, Paul
Macs, Bobby

(10)

(11)

Released

The

Tropical Topics (10)
The Rimacs, Rosita
Virginia.

PATHE

Apr.
Eton

23
Ar-

Par

Land

Cuckoo

Crack Pot Cruise
Disobedient Mouse

Oct. 28

Forecasts,

(11)
FOX

Rhythm

Talent Auction (10)
Irene Beasley, Five
Robinson, The Merry
Bernard.

Venetian

©Fashion

Nov.

(10)

Inside Baseball
FASHIONS

20, '39
Feb.

No. 9 (19)
Japan: Master

dafe

Dogs

Good

7(19)

Young
Crisis.

for

Hunting

30, ’39

Nov. 26
Neighbor.

(9)

Toppers

Shooting

line.

6(18)
Refugee — Today

No. 6(18)
The State
No.

5, ’39

June

Timber

Oct. 28
Maginot

No. 4(19)
(Jncle Sam — The
()No.
The
row.

10, ’39
Nov. 18

Oddities

Mola

Charlie

Daily Diet of Danger (10) .Jan. 6, ’39
ED
THORGERSEN -SPORTS

Mar-

Swing Vacation (19)
Feb.
LEON
ERROL
COMEDIES

Bola

20ADVENTURES
th Century-Fox
OF A NEWS
CAMERAMAN

Oct. 21
Orchestra

His
and

30

11

Patrol

Oct. 4

12 episodes (20) — Grant WlthersCatherine Hughes.
The
valuable
formula for flexible steel and Its
possession by a number
of people
Is the basis for this one.
Red Barry
Oct. 18
13 chapters averaging about 20
minutes
each.
Larry
(Buster)
Crabbe brings the popular comic
strip character to life.
Scouts to (he Rescne
Jan. 17, '39
12 Chapters. Jackie Cooper, Jack
Mulhall, Vondell Darr. Bill Cody

8

3, 1939

101

Date at top of column is week ending. Number in square is
national release date, 1938-39. Production number is at right.

Sooklnq
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GUIDE

DECEMBER

17

8206
Western
[Y3[
California Frontier (57)
Buck
Jones R — Dec. 24
ra

Drama

9022

Strange Case of Dr.
Meade (66)
(For. Outside the Law)
J. Holt
R — Oct. 29

TO

f

Running time (company estimate) follows title. Letter "A"
indicates Adult classification, otherwise Family suitability.
R— is review date. Symbol O indicates BOXOFFICE
Blue Ribbon Award Winner. Symbol © indicates color photography.

(?katt

CURRENT

DECEMBER

RELEASES

DECEMBER

24

9006
Comedy
HU
Woman
ThatMystery
There’s
Again (70)
Melvyn Douglas
Virginia Bruce
R — Dec. 17

Smashing the Spy
Melodrama
HU
(63)
Ralph Bellamy
Fay Wray
R — Jan. 28

JANUARY

31

JANUARY

Ring
9015

7

JANUARY

Homicide Bureau (59)
|T|
Melodrama
9035
B.
Hayworth
R— Cabot-R.
Feb. 11

Water Rustlers (64)
16 1
Western
Wl-1
Dorothy Page; R-Mar. 18
|~6~[ Action
Drama
Long
Shot (69)
Gordon Jones
Marsha

Hunt

313

R — Dec.

21 J

14

Thundering West (57)
fl2]
Western
9203
Chas. Starrett
Tris Meredith
R — Apr. 15

Trigger Pals (55)
[14] Jarrett
Western
Art
Lee Powell

Wl-1 3

A1— St.
R
Jan.John
21

gg]
Western
921 j„e
Frontiers
of *49 (54)
(6!
RB.— Mar.
11
Elliot-L.
DeAlcaniz

Bide ’Em Cowgirl
Dorothy
Page
R — Jan. 28
Western

HU

pa
'or

(52)

WI-:

31
\

a
Dram
J
|JgChristmas
Carol
Reginald Owen
Terry Kilburn
R — Dec. 17

917
(69)

916
Drama
y
tairs (77)
Girl Downs
The
|23] Comed
of
(For. The Awakening
Katerina)

|3q| Musical Drama
910
O® Sweethearts (110)
N.— Eddy-J.
MacDonald
R
Dec. 24

[~0~|
Historical
Stand
Up and Drama
Fight
Wallace Beery
Robert
R
— Jan. Taylor
7

918
(95)

Franchot Tone
Franciska Gaal
R — Dec. 31

0

Burn ’Em Cp O’Connor
HU
Action Drama
919
R — Jan. 14
Dennis O’Keefe
(67)

a
i

f
ama
I[14
AmJ a Dr
Criminal
John Carroll
Kay Linaker
R — Dec. 3

3812
(73)

n
Wester
gg]
Frontiersman
(74)
William Boyd
Evelyn Venable
R — Nov. 26

3856

n
Wild Horse
Canyon
Wester
|2i]
(For. Last Outlaw)
Jack Randall
R — Jan. 7

3852
(50)

Convict’s Code (63)
[l8] Nagel
Melodrama
Ann
R — Feb. 18
Robert Kent

3819

Tough
Kid dram
(61)
a
[28] Melo
F. Darro-J. Allen
R— Jan. 14

Zaza

3816
Drama
Com.
HU
Tom
Sawyer, Detective
(68)

Artists
nnd Models
dy
[30]
AbroadCome
(90)

Donald O’Connor
Billy Cook
R — Dec.

J.
R— Benny-Joan
Nov. 6

Bennett

3818

(86)

Ambush

ClaudetteDrama
Colbert
HU
R — Jan. Marshall
7
Herbert

3819

(62)
«•
fir

Gladys
R
— Jan. Swarthout
21
HU
Lloyd Melodrama
Nolan

la
38201'

24

864
ern (56)
West
|22|River
Red
Range
Three Mesquiteers
R — Apr. 29

820
Federal
Man-Hunt
drama (64)
Melo
[27|
R. Livingston
J.

Shine
HU

3817

Disbarred (58)
[T] Action Drama
Otto Kruger
Gail
Patrick
R — Jan.
14

3822 \

Travis

R — Jan.

14

[~0~| Action Drama
808
(65)
Fighting
Thoroughbreds
Mary
Carlisle
Ralph
R
— Jan. Byrd
21

Mysterious

Miss

X

(62)

HU
MaryMystery-Comedy
Hart
Michael
R — Jan. Whalen
21

809

852
n
terMoon
on Wes
Harvest
(5 7)

Roy May
Rogers-Mary
R—
27

Hart

Pacific Liner (76)
Drama
[if] Action
Victor
McLaglen

911

Arizona

Legion

(58)

Great Man Votes (70)
HU
Comedy
913
John Barrymore
R
— Jan.
14
Peter
Holden

R — Jan. 14
Geo.
Western
[20] O’Brien

Charlie
Chan Drama
in Hono[13]
Action
928
lulu (65) R — Dec. 24
S. Toler-P. Brooks

Smiling Along (85)
R — Dec. 17
G. Fields-M. Maguire
933
Musical
[20]

982

Chester
R
— Dec. Morris
31

920
Drama
|p] Com
Down
onedy
the Farm
(61)
Jones Family

Jed Prouty-S.
R — Oct. 15

Deane

HU Com. with Music 917
Thanks
for Everything
(70)
Adolphe Menjou
Arleen Whelan
Jack Oakle
R — Dec. 10

Trade
Winds
(94) a
on Dram
Acti
HU
Fredrlc March
Joan Fontaine
R — Dec. 31

3021
Musical
HU
Swing,
Sister, Swing (69)
Ken Murray-K. Kane
R— Dec. 17

MIvSCELLAWA
NE
F.RNOU
EDS

n
Wester
p]
Ghost
Town
Riders
Bob Baker

(95)
©Kentucky
Drama
[30] Action
Loretta
Young
Richard Greene
R — Dec. 24

923

|~6~|
WhileAction
New

Drama
922
York Sleeps

(61) Inside Story)
(For.
Michael Whalen
Jean
Rogers
R — Oct.
22

Topper Takes a
(78)
Connie Bennett
Roland Young
R — Jan. 7
Comedy
H|]

Duke of West Point
(106)
Louis Hayward
Drama
HU Fontaine
Joan
R — Dec. 24

Last
Warning
(63)
n
Melodrama
Preston Foster
Frances Robinson
R — Dec. 10

Drama(73)3015
oys n Home
Newsb
HU Actio
Jackie Cooper
Wendy
Barrie
R — Jan. 28

3027

3054
(54)

Son of Frankenstein
Drama
e
[13] Horror
Basil
Rathbon
Boris Karloff
Bela
Honor

Lugosi
of

the

[24]
Action
Drama
Dawn
Patrol
(103)WB303
Errol Flynn
Basil Rathbone
R — Dec. 24

(94)
3004

West

(..)
Herbert
Mantan

Ship

(60)
3023

21

(58)
3055

Criminal
(89)
They
MadeDrama
Me a WB307
HU
Com.
R — Jan. 7
John Garfield

Going Places (84)
HU Com. with Mus. FN359
Dick Powell
Anita Louise
R— Dec. 24

Gambling

Robert
Wilcox
[20]
Action
Drama
R—
Dec.Mack
24
Helen

R — Jan.

Western
B. Booker-M.
Bell
[13]

Harlem
the Range
|~7] NegroHides
Western
Sack

102

Trip

Off

the

Record

(68)

(For.
Unfit
to Print)
[21]
Com.
Drama
WB314
Pat O’Brien
Joan
Blondell
R
— Jan.
28

Smoky

Trails

[15]
Bob Western
Steele

(..)

Metropolitan

Jeffrey
Moreland
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GUIDE

A

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

28

Melodrama
Ine Wolf
(67)

Spy

4

FEBRUARY

s
Texa
|~9j

C.

Drama

Comedy

lark

Gable

FEBRUARY

18

tern(57) 9204
pede
Wes
Stam
Meredith

RELEASES

MARCH

25

inal9029
Crim
Is aDra
My Son on
ma
[22] Acti
Alan Baxter
(59)
R — Mar. 18 Wells
Jacqueline

Starrett-I.

921

Drama

Delight
Shearer

CURRENT

f

4

Let Us Live (69)
R — Feb. 18 ama
9007
Dr O'Sullivan
|
[2g
H.
Fonda-M.

hai (59)
North of Shang
9038
|Jq] Action Drama
B. Furness-J. Craig
R — Mar. 11

our Girls In White (70)
Rlce-A. Marshal
Rutherford R — Jan. 28
liot’s
orma

FEBRUARY

11

TO

901 1

Hunt

or. Lone Wolf’s
Daughter)
arren William
a Luplno
Jan. 28

0

(2hatt

Mooklnq

3
4
6
6
7
8
9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

9 10 11 12
6
7
8
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

920

|~3~|
Com.
Honolulu

with
(85)

Music

Eleanor Powell-Burns
Allen-Robert Young
R — Feb. 4

922
&

Comedy
Drama
923
Huckleberry Finn (91)
M.— Rooney-W.
Connolly
R
Feb. 18

Comedy

924

Fast and Loose (79>
Robert
Montgomery
Rosalind Russell
R— Feb. 18

Drama With Music 926
Let Freedom Bing (86)
Nelson Eddy
R — Feb.
Virginia

26
Bruce

980

Comedy
[3~[
(J
(87)
Leslie
R —Pygmalion
Dec.Howard
10
Wendy
Hiller

(107)
R— Fetu^

3854

j Western
jj
rifting Westward

(49)

ack Randall
Mar. 25

3805
Drama
ion
|j |y Act
ets (60)
Nav
Secr
Fav Wray-G. Withers
R— Feb. 18

Action Drama
3822
Star Reporter (62)
R— Feb. 26
W.
Hull-Marsha
Hunt

3862
|~jg
then Prairie
on ter
ownWes
Sund

(53)Ritter
Tex
R — April 1

ling. Westward
Rol
—x Apr
K
Ritter1
Te
[Y|

Little
Reissue 3828
ma (66)
DraPal
jjjJ
(For. The Healer)
M. Rooney-R
Bellamy

(57)

Western

Western
Musical
iris Honeymoon
. Crosby-F. Gaal
— Dec. 24

3821
(85)

|~3~|
Mus.
SI. Louis

Romance
Blues
(87) 3822

Lloyd Nolan
Dorothy Lamour
R — Jan. 28

822
j] Action Drama
ride of the Navy (63)
Dunn
ames
iochelle Hudson
1— Jan. 28

Comedy
Trouble (74)

ing
Persons in Hid
3823
ma (69)
[lo] Action Dra
Lynne
Overman
ol Nalsh
J.
Carr
R— Jan. 28

Boy

Woman
Doctor (65) 808
Drama
jjoj
R — Feb. 4
F. Inescort

port
Forged Mel
Pass
(64) 823
ama
odr
[jg|
y-June Lang
PaulFeb.
Kell
R—
11

(For. Two
R —Pay
Feb. )
4

Action
Drama

Fisherman’s Wharf
Bobby Breen
Leo Carrillo
R — P’eb. 4

Drama

844
(71)

Drama

21

WB317
|2g| Melodrama
King of the Underworld
(69)
Kay Francis
Humphrey
Bogart
R — Jan. 14

:: June

Trail

Boyd

(68)
R — Oct.

29

Cafe Society (83)
Drama
[3~|
Madeleine Carroll
R
— Feb.MacMurray
11
Fred

3826

. . . one third of a nation
3826
Drama
[24]
R—(75)
Feb. 11
S. Sidney-L. Brlkson

918

Melodrama
I^Gunga Din (117)
Doug
Fairbanks jr.
R — Feb.
4
Joan
Fontaine-C.
Grant

Boy Slaves (71)
(For. Pure In Mind)
Anne Shirley
Roger Daniel
R — Jan. 21

Lost

Patrol

(73)
Reissue

edy(69) 929
Arizona
Wildcat
Com
|~3j
Jane Withers
Leo Carrillo R — Nov. 12

Action Drama
Tail Spin (83)

C.
Alice
Kelly
NancyFayeR — Feb. 4

925

Bennett-

The Three Musketee
a rs927
[jv] Rom. Com. Dram
(72)
Ritz Bros.-Don AmecheBinnie
R—
Feb. Barnes
11

Action

King of the Turf
Adolphe Menjou
Dolores
R— Feb. Costello
18

[~3~| Action Drama
3033
Pirates of the Skies (61)
Rochelle Hudson
Kent Taylor

Phantom
Stage (57) 3056
Western
go] Baker
Bob

You
Can'tMan
Cheat
Honest
(76) an

FN371
Drama
IjJ Acti
hy on
in Chinatown
Torc
(58)
Glenda Farrell
Barton MacLane

WB309
Drama
|JY| Action
Wings
of the
Navy
(89)
Geo. Brent
Olivia de Havilland
R — Jan. 21

3, 1939

Reynolds

(64)

for

the

915

Asking

L.
R — Ball-D.
Jan. 28 Wood

[~§~[ Action Drama
917
12 Crowded Hours (64)
Richard Dlx
R— Feb. 18
Lucille Ball

Star of Midnight (90)
Reissue
Drama
l7j
G. Rogers-Wm.
Powell

Action Drama
931
Pardon Our Nerve (68)
R — Nov. 19
Lynn Bari-G. Williams

Friend (75)
Wife, Husband
Loretta Young
R—
Feb.
Warner

and

18
Baxter

Drama

Comedy
Drama
Made
for Each Other
(85)
Carole Lombard
Jimmy
Stewart
R— Feb. 11

Marjorie

Comedy
Beauty

Comedy

921

926
Melodrama
o)
Ir. Moto’s Last Warning (71) R — July 30
Lorre-R. Cortez

OXOFFICE

W.

With
Weeks
C. Ruggles

ama
[Jt] Dr
Victor
McLag’en
Outdoor

Sunset

842
Home ] on We
thest
Prairie
ern (58)
|jo
G.
Burnette
R — Autry-S.
Feb. 18

Comedy

ijesse James (105)
. Power-N. Kelly
l. Fonda
R — Jan.

3824

|~3~|
Outdoor (92)
Drama
Stagecoach

(87)

Comedy

Claire
R—
Feb.Trevor
11
John Wayne

3005

W. C. Fields
Bergen
McCarthy
R—
Feb. and
25

cy
Drew, Reporter
Nan
(67)
FN372
Drama
[Jjj] Com.
B.
Granville-J.
Lltel
R — Jan. 28

Society Smugglers (70)
3024
ma
Dra
[24] Key
(For.
Woman)
Preston Foster
Irene Hervey
R— Mar. 11

ky Mur
iness
Bus
Ris
phy
Geo.

ter (85)
ng
Darli
Yes,
edy
[25] MyCom
Priscilla Lane
Jeffrey Lynn
R— Feb. 11

[~4~| Action Drama
WB320
Air (61)
Secret
Service of the

h-7
FN35
Daug

(78)

ea
Dor
11Kent
Mar.
— oth
R|y|
odrama
Mel

Ronald Reagan
R— Feb. 11
John Lltel

3029

OCTOBER,
S

Booking
A

MARCH

GUIDE

TO

#

MARCH

11

Bhatt
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RELEASES

M

T

W

F
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T
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11

13
M

23
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T
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1
1
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3
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8
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17
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25
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5
6
12
19 20
27

19
T

17
s M
3
10

1

24
31

20
27
W

5
6
12 13

7
14

26

28

15

18

MARCH

APRIL

25

1

26

21
APRIL
824
38

15

16

F
|
K

S
2
9

!

1939

T

22
29

APRIL23 15
21

25

30

1

1
1

[g]
Comedy
Blondie Meets tlie
(70)
(For. Blondie Steps
Penny Singleton
Arthur Lake
R — Mar. 4

[To]
Ice Follies of 1939
Joan Crawford
Jimmy
Stewart
Lew Ayres
R — Mar. 11

9009
Boss
Out)

[l6] Star
Western
Lone
Pioneers
Bill Elliot
Dorothy Gulliver
R — Apr. 15

9213
(56)

[24] Action Drama
Whispering Enemies
J.
R — Holt-D.
Jan. 7 Costello

9023
(63)

North of Yukon
(64)
|3p| Action Drama
9205
Chas. Starrett
Linda Winters

C.— Apr.
Bickford-J.
R
29

First Offenders (61)
Walter
Abel
[12]
901
R—
Mar. Drama
11
Beverly Roberts

[l

985
(82)

(17]
Melodrama
928
Within the Law
(65)
Ruth Hussey-Paul Kelly
R — Mar. 18

Parker

I24]
Action
Drama
Sergeant
Madden
(80) 927
Wallace Beery
Alan Curtis
R— Mar. 25

Trigger Western
Smith (59)
[22]
Jack Randall
R— May 13

3854

Midnight
[24] Comedy(93)Drama

3828

Society Lawyer
(78)
R
— Apr.
1Drama Pidgeon
930
V.
Bruce-Walter
[|Tj

3863
(89)

[17] Melodrama
King of Chinatown
Akim
Tamiroff
Anna May Wong
R — Mar. 11

3827
(57)

Claudette Colbert
Don Mar.
Ameche
R—
11

Broadway
Serenade
p7~l Drama
with
Music(113)
931
R — Apr. 8
J. MacDonald-L.
Ayres

|~5~]
Melodrama
Undercover
Agent
Russell
Shirley

[jj] Melodrama
3806
Mystery of Mr. Wong
(67) R— Mar. 18
Boris Karloff-D. Tree

Sudden Money
(62)
[31]
Comedy
3829
R— Mar. 25
C. Ruggles-M. Rambeau

3824
(56)

Gleason
Deane

I’m From
Missouri (77)
|~7]
Comedy
3830
R — Mar. 25
Bob Burns-Gladys George

Silver on the Sage (68)
3858
Wm.
Boyd (Hopalong)
ern
|l]
R
— Feb. West
18
Melodrama
Was a Convict
Barton MacLane
Beverly Roberts
R— Feb. 25

18

[30] Outdoor
Drama
Romance
of Redwoodg(67)

18 1 Action Drama
3809
Mystery Plane (60)
(Form. Sky Pirate)
John Trent
R — Mar. 4

|io|
Comedy
Beachcomber, The
Charles Laughton
Elsa Lanchester
R — Dec. 3

Lady and the Mob 18 (65)
[3]
Comedy
9013
Fay Bainter-tda LuplnoR — Mar.
11
Lee
Bowman

824

(62)

|l3]
Hough
(58)

Western
853
Hitlers Roundup

R. Rogers-M.
R — Mar. 25

Hart

|2o|
Comedy
My Wife’s Relatives
Higelns
R — Mar. Family
11

810
(65)

Mexicali Rose (58)
Gene Autry
Western
|27]
R — Apr. 1
Smiley Burnette

843

Almost a Gentleman
[31]
Drama
R — Ellison-H.
Mar. 11
J.
Wood

(65)
920

Kid From
Texas (70)
R — Apr. 8
[14]O’ Rom.
Comedy
921
D.
Keefe- F.
Rice

Streets of New York (7;
Jackie Cooper
|l2]
Drama
380/
R
— Apr. 15
Marjorie
Reynolds

Never Say Die (80)
R— Mar. 11
Bob Comedy
Hope- Martha
[14]
- Music Ray*
383*

Secret
Police (55) 3831
[14]
Melodrama
Bulldog Drummond's
J. Howard
R — Apr. 8

Night
(58)
R
— Apr.Riders
8
Three Mesquiteers
|l2]

Western

92(

[To]
Melodrama
918
Tlie Saint Strikes Back
(64)
Geo. Sanders- W. Barrie
R— Feb. 18

|24|
Trouble

Western
983
in
Sundown
(57)

R — Mar.
11
Geo.
O’Brien

l,o ve

Affair

(87)

Irene
Dunne-Chas.
R
— Mar.
18

Boyer

They Made
Her a
(67)
R—
25
[Tjj Mar.
Action
Drama
Sally Eilers-Allan

Spy

i

Lane

it i

Flying Irishman (73)
[7]
Biog.11
Drama
919
R
— Mar.
Douglas
Corrigan
"

[To] Action Drama
Inside Story (61)
Michael Whalen
Jean Rogers
R — Oct. 22

984

[17] Com. with Music 932
©Little Princess (93)
Shirley Temple
Richard Greene
R — Feb. 25

937
[24] Comedy
Drama
935
Everybody’s Baby (62)
Jones Family
R — Dec. 3

villes (80)
Hound
of tlie Basker[3J]
Melodrama
936

J~7~| Melodrama
Island
Mr.
Moto (64)
on Danger

R. Greene-W.
R
1
B.— Apr.
Rathbone

Peter Lorre
Jean Hersholt
R— Mar. Duff
18
Amanda

Barrie

[15] Without
Drama Bars
Prison
(79)
Edna
Best
Corinne Luchaire
R — Feb. 26

NWEARONUE
RS-F.

[To]
Drama
3014
Spirit of Culver (90)
Jackie Cooper
Freddie Bartholomew
R — Mar. 4

Wut he ring Heights
(103)
p7~|
Drama

[17] Melodrama
3037
Mystery of the White
Room
(58)

[24] Com.Smart
with Girls
Music
Three
Grow Up (87)
Deanna
Durbin
Nan Grey
R — Mar. 25

Mack

[Ti| Action Drama
WB321
Adventures of Jane
Arden (58)
Towne

R — Feb.

104

938

Merle Oberon
RLaurence
— Apr. 1 Olivier

B. Cabot-H.
R — Apr. 1

R.

Alexander
Bell (97)

18

3001

I25] Action Drama
Blackwell’s
Island FN361
(71)
Lane
RJ.— Garfield-R.
Mar. 4

Family Next Door
[31]
Comedy
Hugh
Herbert
Hodges
Rloy
— Apr.
15

On Trial (62)
|T[ Melodrama
John Litel
RMargaret
— Mar. 25Lindsay

(63)
3020

WB323

[~7~|
East Comedy-Music
Side of Heaven 3006

(88)

RR.— Apr.
15
Crosby-J.

Blondell

[~8~| Outd’r Drama
WB304
©Dodge
City (104)
Errol Flynn
ROlivia
— Apr.de8 Havilland

Code of the Streets
Harry Carey
[TT| Action Drama
Franlcie Thomas
Juanita
R — Jan. Quigley
28

(70)
3019

Women
ill the Wind(65)
WB316
[J5] Melodrama
Kay Francis
Wm.
Gargan
R-Feb. 4

!

MIT SC

ELLA

ITT] Outd’r Drama
WB308
Oklahoma
Kid (80)
James Cagney
Rosemary Lane
Humphrey
Bogart
R — Mar. 18

Story
of
Graham

Drama
Don
[H] Ameche-Loretta
RYoung-Henry
— Apr. 8
Fonda
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JANUARY
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9206
rn
Weste
[27]
Spoilers
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the Range(58)
Chas. Starrett
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1940
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9214

II Elliott
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W

APRIL 29
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T
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APRIL 22

:57>

M

0

CURRENT

6

Drama

MAY

MAY

13

RELEASES

20

MAY

27

9031

Outside These Walls (61)
D. Costello-M. Whalen
R — J une 3

Only Angels Have
[25] Action Drama
9001
AVings (122) R-May 20
C. Grant-J. Arthur

Blind Alley (71)
Action Drama
|yj]Morris-A.
O.
Dvorak
R—
Apr. 29

27
Missing Daughters
(58)
[22] Action Drama
9027
Richard Arlen-Marian
Marsh
R — Apr. 29

Western

Caravans ( . . )
9207
ern
WestMeredith
[g]
C.
Starrett-I.
Exile Express (70)
301
Drama
|^3|
Anna
Sten-AIan
Marshal
R—
Feb.
18

Panama
Patrol (69)
[20] Action
Drama
Leon
Ames
R — Feb. 25Wynters
Charlotte

314

Six Gun Rhythm
(57)
[13] Western
WI-19
Tex
Fletcher-J.
Barclay
R
— Feb.
18

Comedy

934

[28]
Drama
932
Calling Dr. Kildare (86)
Lew Ayres-Lynn Carver
Lionel Barrymore
R — Apr. 29

e Hardys Ride High
(81)
Rooney-L. Stone
—Apr. 22

Melodrama
inted

by

935

It's a Wonderful World
[29]
Comedy
936
R — May 13
C. Colbert-J. Stewart

Bridal

Down
Trailthe
(62)Wyoming
|l8]
Western
Tex Ritter

Wolf Call (65)
R— May
27
[22] Action Drama
John Carroll-Movita

(86)

[Y| Action
Drama (61)
3820
Boys
Reformatory
Frankie
R — May Darro
6

Drama

3833

[28| Comedy

ick Door to Heaven
(85)
allace Ford-Aline Miihon-Patricia Ellis
—Apr. 15

Western

The

Drama

3834

Lady’s From
tucky (77)

Ken-

Ellen Drew-George
R — Apr. 15

Suite

(69)

937
Voyage)
dy
Come
R|26|
—(For.
May Maiden
27
Robt. Young- Annabella

Raft

3864

Unmarried
R — May 27
[~5~|
UnionOutdoor
PacificDrama
(137)
Barbara Stanwyck
Joel
McCrea
R — May
6

3835

Hotel Imperial (80)
3836
Drama
[ID
I.
Milland
R — Miranda-R.
Apr. 22

Some

Like

It Hot

(65)

3837
Bob Hope-Shirley
Musical Ross
[19]
R—
May
13
Gene
Krupa

I25] Action Drama
811
Street of Missing Men
(65)
Chas. Bickford-H.
R — Apr. 29

Carey

|~5~|
Western
844
Blue Montana Skies (56)
R — May
6
Gene
Autry-June
Storey

Three Texas Steers (59)
[15]
Western
866
The Three Mesquiteers

Life

(90)

Man
of Conquest
(97) 801
[l5| Outdoor
Spectacle
Richard Dix-Gail PatEllis
R —rick-Edward
Apr. 15

Southward Ho! (58)
[is]
Western
R. Rogers-M. Hart
[28|
Melodrama
Rookie Cop (60)
Tim Holt; R-Apr. 29

910
Kid

(71)
R — Apr.
Warner
Baxter
Lynn

945

spector Hornleigli (76)
Harker-Miki Hood
—Apr. 22

812

855

Sorority
HouseDrama
(63)
[5] Comedy
Anne
Shirley-J. El
R — Apr. 22

924

Panama
Lady (66)
[12] Melodrama
R — Ball-A.
May 13 Lane
L.

925

Racketeers
Range (60)of the
[26]
Western
984
Geo. O’Brien; R — May 20

Rogers

|28| Outdoor Drama
Return of the Cisco

Inner Take All (61)
iy Martin-Gloria Stuart
-Feb. 25

The
Zero27 Hour
(62)
R — May
Frieda Inescort
Drama
[27]

923

[28]
Musical
838
story of Vernon
tnd
Irene Castle (92)
F. Astalre-G.
R— Mar. 18

939

Melodrama

(66)

Jones-H. Twelvetrees
3838
Drama

Stolen

854

Express

Drama

B.
g

3813

R|26]
— Apr. Drama
29
3864
E. Bergner-M.
Redgrave

| Action Drama
922
xer Dugan
(68)
!6 Tracy-Peggy Shannon
-Apr. 29

Comedy

Tell
Tales Drama
(69)
[12I No
Action
Melvyn Douglas
Louise
R — May Platt
20

3829

Scotland

k'ard (62)
mes Stephenson
;tty Lynne
-Apr. 29

ontier Pony
(57)
iy Rogers
iry Hart
—Apr. 15

933
Lucky
(82)
dy
Come
[5] Night
R
— May Loy-Robert
6
Myrna
Taylor

Bari-Henry

29

Hull

[5] Action
Drama
Chasing
Danger
(60) 941
Preston Foster
Lynn
Bari7
R
— Jan.

[28]
Musical
8012
Climbing High (71)
J. Matthews;
R-Apr.22

Rose
Washington
[12]of Musical
Square (86)
Alice Faye

942

Boy
Friend
(70)
R
— May
13
[19]
Comedy
943
J. Withers-A. Whelan

The Gorilla (66)
R — May
27
|26]
RitzCom.
Bros. Melodrama

944

Tyrone Power
A1 Jolson
R — May 13

Comedy
Captain

nubia (71)
Iver Hardy-Billie
irry Langdon
—Mar.
18

] Action Drama
3018
g Town Czar (66)
u ton MacLane
e Arden

—Apr.

Drama

irk Victory
itle Davis
mge

|28| Comedy
Drama
For Love or Money
June Lang
Robt. Kent
R — Apr. 22

22

Brent;

iOFFICE

FN354

It-Mar.

:: June

3030
(66)

I29]
Comedy
FN373
Sweepstakes Winner (59)
M.
Wilson-J. Davis
R— Apr. 22

(106)
11

3

Fury

(90)

R — May McLaglen-June
13
Victor
|26] Action Aherne
Drama
Lang-Brian

Burke

1939

[~jf| Action Drama
FN353
Confessions
of a Nazi
Spy G.
(102)
Edw.
Robinson
Lya Lys
It— Apr. 29

[13] Action
Drama
Torcliy
Runs
for WB322
Mayor
(60)
Glenda Farrell
Barton
MacLane
R — April 1

Ex-Champ
(72)
|l9] Action Drama
3010
Victor McLaglen
R — May
20
Nan Grey-Tom
Brown

They Asked for It ( . . )
[26] Action Drama
3040
B. Lundigan-J. Hodges

You
Can’t Drama
Get Away
|2p|
Action
With
Murder (78)FN364

CodeService
of the (62)
Secret
I27]
FN374
R — Action
May 13 Drama

R — Jan.
28
H.
Bogart-Gale

R.

Page

Reagan-R.

Towne
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1940

T
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7
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JUNE 24

9024
(61)

Clouds
Over Europe
|l5| Action
Drama

[Tj
Adventure
Lost Horizon (118)
reissue

1071

(Form. “Q" Planes)
L. Olivier-V. Hobson
Awful
HU
Irene

W

RELEASES

JUNE

Colman

T

18
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

[T] Action Drama
Trapped in the Sky
J. Holt-K. DeMille

Ronald

M

(. . )

Parents

on

Trial

(. . )

Jean Parker
Johnny
Downs
(22I Drama

W

12
8
9
15 16
22 23
29 30

JUNE.
F

8

3
4
10 11
17 18
24 25
31

S

M

T

1940

W

T

F

S

2
3
4
5
6
7
81
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25

JULY 1

30

Good Girls Go to
Joan Blondell
[30]
Comedy
Melvyn
Douglas

Paris

26 27 28 29

JULY 8

Man
From
Sundown
(. .
|3o]
Western
9208
Charles Starrett
Iris Meredith

Truth
(92) reissue
Comedy
1072
Dunne

HU
Western
WI-3
Singring: Cowgirl (57)
Dorothy Page

[~9~] Melodrama
6,000 Enemies (61)
Walter Pidgeon
Rita Johnson
R — June 3

[7]
Western
3855
Across the Plains (53)
(For. Riders of the
Rio Grande)
Jack Randall
R — June 3

|~2]
Comedy
3839
Graeie Allen Murder Case
(75)
Graeie Allen
Warren William
R — May 13

938

[l6| Action
Tarzan
Finds a Drama
Son! (81)939
Johnny Weissmuller
RMaureen
— June 3 O’Sullivan

[~2~1 Comedy
Drama
946
Jones Family in Hollywood (60)
Jed Prouty
Shirley Deane
R — May
27

(74)

[23]
Comedy
Ann Sothern
Robert Young

940

Stronger Than Desire
|30]
Drama
Virginia Bruce
Walter Pidgeon

Stunt

fio]From
Melodrama
Girl
Nowhere
(..)
Nagel-Warren
Hull

Pilot

(. . )

Roll, Wagon, Roll
[291
Western
Tex
Ritter

[9] Action Drama
3840
Undercover Doctor (67)
Lloyd Nolan- J. C. Naish
R — May
27

(. . ;
941

John Trent
[29] Action Drama
Marjorie Reynolds

Anne

Invitation to Happiness
3841
Drama
HU
(99)
R
May 20
I.— Dunne-F.
MacMurray

Grand
Jury Secrets 3842
(68)
[23] Melodrama
R — Howard-G.
May 20
J.
Patrick

(. . )
3865

Island of Lost Men
Anna
May Wong

(. . )

Anthony
Quinn
drama
|3q| Melo

J~7~|
Musical
Man About Town
Jack Benny
Dorothy

(. . )

Lamour

Heritage
of Desert (73)
[23]
Western
3843
D.— Woods-E.
Venable
R
Mar. 25

S. O. S. Tidal Wave
Drama
RR.
— June
Acti3on Sutton
Byrd-K.
HU

|~2]
Comedy
928
Girl From
Mexico (71)
Lupe Velez-Donald Woods

Maisie

[9] Mystery Drama
929
Saint in London
(..)
Geo. Sanders
Sally Grey

[~9~|
Drama
Young Mr. Lincoln
Henry
Fonda
Marjorie Weaver

947
(101)

(l6| and
Melodrama
926
Girl
the Gambler(..)
(For. The Dove)
S. Duna-L.
Carrillo

[Te] Melodrama
Charlie
Chan in Reno 948
(71)
S. Toler-Phyllis

I

(. . )

Brooks

Five Came
Back
(. . )
|23|
Drama
927
Chester Morris
Wendy
Barrie

Susannah
the Moun[23]
954
ties Com.
( . . )ofDrama

It
Could
Happen
to You
|3p|
Comedy
Drama
950

Shirley

Stuart Erwin
R —(72)
June 3
Gloria Stuart

Temple

Randolph

Man
the Iron
[15] in Adventure
.Louis Hayward
Joan Bennett

Scott

tion (65)
|~7~] Melodrama
952
Mr. Moto Takes a VacaR — Nov. 19
P. Lorre-V. Field

Mask

—

MIvSCELLANEWAOU
RNER
S -F.

[~2~J Action Drama
Inside Information ( . . )
June Lang-Dick Foran

[3] Comedy Drama
FN375
Man Who
Dared (60)
(For. I Am
Not Afraid)
Jane Bryan
Chas. Grapewin
R — April 8

106

|~9~1
Drama
The Sun Never Sets
Fairbanks jr.
Doug
Virginia Field

fiol Hist.(127)
Drama
Juarez
Paul Muni
Bette Davis
Brian Aherne
R — April 29

House of Fear (66)
|3p| Melodrama
William
Gargan
R—
MayHervey
20
Irene

(..)

WB301
HU Com. Drew,
M-Drama
WJB324
Nancy
Shooter (69) Trouble
Bonita Granville
John Litel

3038

Kid
From Drama
Kokomo FN363
(92)
[24] Action
Wayne
Morris
R
—
May
27
Joan Blondell
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SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT.

THEATRES.

i-leatlna -tjouie

SERVICES

Classified Ads 10c Per Word, Payable in Advance.
GENERAL

EQUIPMENT

THEATRE

DUO “SOUND MASTER” sound heads
with the gyro-stabilizer. Amplifiers with
copper oxide rectified DC exciter supply.
Speakers. Two-way horn systems. If not
at your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
NOW, EASY TIME PAYMENTS
EQUIPMENT!
Buy at our regular

ON
Low

Catalog

New

prices. Plan available on Air Conditioning, Projection and Sound Equipment. Write S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp.,
York.

NEW

EQUIPMENT

Air Conditioning — MAGIC

Minimum

USED

& REBUILT

4804

E.

DUO “SOUND MASTER”— The Golden
Voice of the Silver Screen. New low cost
economy and junior models. If not at
your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.
DUO

“LIGHT MASTER” super low intensity projection lamps. More light at no
increase in operating cost. If not at your
dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

9th

AIR CONDITIONING

ATTRACTIVE PRICES on new and
slightly used air conditioning units, air
filters, washers, blowers, compressors
(refrigeration), cooling coils, heating coils,
motors, pumps, stokers. Cash or deferred
payments on approved credit. Write us
your requirements. Conditioned Air Co.,
926 N. Cass St., Milwaukee, Wis.
THEATRE

COOL,

GOOD

USED

MIST

NOZZLES
Spray

Nozzles,

water

broken

to the finest spray possible; foolproof. Lots of 100 or more, 32c. Silent
steel rotor blowers and washed air units.
Dealers Wanted. G. A. Peterson. 2620
Charlotte St„ Kansas City, Mo.

THEATRE

TICKETS

UNEXCELLED QUALITY— 50 rolls stock
tickets, $12.50; 20 rolls, $5.80; 100,000 special printed rolls or machine tickets.
$14.90. Shipping charges paid to 1,000
miles. Cash with order. Kansas City Ticket
Co., Dept. B. 1717 Wyandotte St.. Kansas
City, Mo.
BOXOFFICE

:: June

Kansas

THEATRE

City,

NEW

CHAIRS,

75c

3, 1939

WANTED:
Small town or suburban theatre in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois or Southeastern states. M. Preston, Windsor Drive,
Nashville, Tennessee.
LEASE OR RENT Theatre, central or
northern Florida. State details. B-1125,
Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St , Kansas City,
Mo.
BUY
Utah,

OR

LEASE

small

town

theatre —

Idaho, Oregon or California. Particulars first letter. B-1127, Boxoffice,
E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

EQUIPMENT

model

ABH

Weber

Simplex

sound

heads, double channel Operadio amplifier, large Jensen speaker, Jensen high
frequency speaker, tone filter, four y4 H. P.
motors, pair Weber older model sound
heads

WANTED

Mo.

FOR SALE — Used 35mm single system
sound camera, complete less camera motor
— $175.00. Metzel Film Productions, New
Castle, Ind.
PAIR

•

WANTED
TO BUY— Theatres in Virginia, West Virginia or North Carolina in
towns of less than 5,000. J. F. LOFTIS,
Brandy, Va.

4804

USED

in perfect condition.

Operadio

sin-

gle channel amplifier, 10" film cabinets,
6, 7 and 10 sections. REX THEATRE,
BERLIN, WIS.

HELP

WANTED

SALESMEN with film experience to work
on expense allowance plus commissions.
Opportunity for extra earnings, in new film
development. State experience and qualifications. B-1121, Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th
St., Kansas City, Mo.
OPERATORS
—
(Experienced); every
state, movie circuits — car needed. 518
State Theatre, Pittsburgh, Pa.

POSITIONS
EXPERIENCED

WANTED
PROJECTIONIST,

knowledge of managing, exploitation;
ried. Joe Tarr, Cottage Grove, Ore.

RECOVERING

mar-

ARTIFICIAL LEATHER
MOLESKIN—
81c per yd.; Sateen, 60c yd. Six seats
from two yards. Samples on request.

EXPERIENCED
PROJECTIONIST needs
work badly. Can handle machine repairs;
married; no boozer; good references; an

Commercialeather,
ton.

operator 25 years. B-1129, Boxoffice.
4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

116 Merrimac

THEATRE

St., Bos-

QUALIFIED
PROJECTIONIST — SIGN
WRITER.
Wife experienced cashier 15
years. Or manage theatre on percentage.

GAMES

NEW, NOVEL, ORIGINAL PLAN— Conduct true and false intelligence tests. INDIVIDUAL, PERSONAL, CONFIDENTIAL.

$39.50

UP! There’s an S.O.S. Direct-Shot Blower
for every size theatre — silent operation,
variable speed drive. Write for bulletin.
S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

RAINBOW

St.,

UP!
Your choice — veneer, upholstered —
American, Ideal, Irwin, Heywood-Wakefield, etc. Priced to sell quickly. Wrhe
S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

SEAT

SPRAY

CHAIRS.

WEATHER —

performance. 1,000% customer satisfaction; silent operation; low first cost;
low operating cost. Write for testimonial
folder and prices. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

YOUR

THEATRE

4,000 used American, Heywood and Irwin chairs with upholstered spring-cushion seats; excellent condition; priced very
reasonable. Cinema Seating Co., 4431 N.
Kimball, Chicago, 111.

100%

KEEP

THEATRES

CHAIRS

Thousands. Bargains. Meet all requirements. Subject prior sale. B-1118, Boxoffice,

$1.00. Display Rates on Request

A

legal trade stimulant. Write for complete information. B-1122, Boxoffice, 4804
E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
SCREEN WHEEL,
shows full hundred

electrically operated;
numbers on screen;

perfected. Reasonable. Good for any theatre game. Beautifully colored. Write
STANDIFORD
ACCESSORIES,
1973 S.
Vermont Ave„ Los Angeles.

THEATRES
FOR

FOR

SALE

SALE — 400 seat de luxe theatre

in

county seat town of 2,000 population; no competition; the richest wheat
growing county in the state. $5,000 cash to
handle. B-1126, Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th
St., Kansas City, Mo.

Anything considered. References. B-1128,
Boxoffice,
4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City,
Mo.
MANAGER,

PUBLICIST,

ARTIST.

Wide

experience. Married. Young. Prefer midwest. B-1124, Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St.,
Kansas City, Mo.
AT LIBERTY, PROJECTIONIST— Age,
40; sober. Simplex and Powers arc lamps.
Prefer small town in Illinois. Write George
Lazenby,

Chapin,

Illinois.

PROJECTIONIST — 18 years’ experience,
best references. Married, sober and dependable. Andrew Scardino, Box 307, Taylor, Tex.

Kansas

IF YOU

HAVE

THE

CASH,

I have

the

theatre. Excellent Mississippi town. Moneymaker. Price right. B-1123, Boxoffice,
4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
•

BINGO

CARDS

$2.00 Per Thousand
Write today for sample card and
complete information.
BOX 1100. ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS
4704 East Ninth St., Kansas City, Mo.

Address copy to BOXOFFICE,
4804 E. Ninth St., Kansas City,
Forms
close Monday
noon preceding publication date.

Mo.

AND

ITS

Modern

RELATIONSHIP

his brushes

Acoustics
Advertising DisplayAir Conditioning
Art

theatre decoration

is a new

form

of art in which

the painter with

TO:
and

object of any

buckets

of pigment

theatre's decorative

plays only ONE

treatment

supporting

is achieved

role. The

only when

every

Objects

single contributing

Atmosphere
Building

element

(and

there are many)

is merged

harmoniously

Materials

Carpets
Curtains

into one finishing touch —

Draperies
Furniture

Who

can supply

them?

HOUSE

How

may

APPEAL!

. . . What

they be harnessed

are these elements?

together for a stronger,

Flooring
Hardware

steadier pull at the boxoffice? . . . The answers

to these and

many

other vital

Interior Finishes
Paint

Products

questions

Plumbing
Projection
Sanitation

pertaining

to your

in the editorial contents

and

building

(or modernizing)

in the advertising

columns

plans

will appear

of the next issue

Seating
Signs and
Uniforms

of The

Marquees

you

Upholstery

11

firi
In

I si

ii

fit

Modern

Theatre

will be when

you

section ...
read

If you're not now

this forthcoming

issue.

modernizing-minded,

tells

"TARZAN

"GOODBYE
MR. CHIPS"
Not only launching a great current attraction, but solidifying
the box-office stature of Robert
Donat and introducing the
screen’s sensational
Greer Garson.

new

star

"On BORROWED
TI
ME" beloved stage hit
Broadway’s
comes to the screen with

A dy’sSoraving
n!" about
ndsEverybo
Screen F
it i
fast.
it. Watch the

showmen go to town! “It’s
the best Tar:an ever made,’’ says author
Edgar Rice Burroughs. With Johnny
Weissmuller, Maureen O’Sullivan and a
Tarzan, Jr. child wonder!

Lionel Barrymore’s career!
And a new juvenile star is
born, Bobs Watson!

—

and

Explosive Blonde
Watch

for M-G-M’s trade announcement “How To Exploit
‘MaisieV’This surprise picture

is a showman’s opportunity.
Ann Sothern, Robert Young
in a sock entertainment!

"Andy HARDY
Gets Spring Fever

power, thrill and human
appeal. The top role in

Now

"MAISIE" The

in the months

TAYLORLAMARR

and ready for preview

The most eagerly awaited picture

already the studio is humming with advance raves. Lewis
Stone, Mickey Rooney and all
the folks in a Hardy picture
sensationally different from any

of years is “LADY OF THE
TROPICS” and those who have
seen it thus far are predicting the
biggest box-office property of
the heat waves! Tell your folks

one thus far'

“Hedy

Completed
and

come

THE FRIENDLY

— and

was

worth

in glorious

waiting for!”
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NOW,

Pormby,

Editor;

Jesse

Shlyen,

CONFIDENTIALLY-

PARAMOUNT has washed up its sales convention.

Our bags are packed and now we are about to hit
the rails again, this time heading for Minneapolis and
the Allied convention. What you are about to get, then,
represents the final bit of enterprise undertaken in this
perpetually sun-kissed land of celluloid empires and
ivory tower guys. We've got to hurry, too.
The next couple of pages will tell you what will take
place on and near the convention floor. William F.
Rodgers, as spokesman for the majors' negotiating committee on trade practice formulation, still has a word or
two to pull out of his sleeve. And he will. Abram F.
Myers, chairman of Allied's board and on stronger
ground than he was in New York a couple of weeks
ago when Rodgers undertook to answer code flayers,
will be as voluble there as he was silent then.
An old hand at exhibitor conventions, your traveling
representative is normally skeptical about all of them.
Everyone usually has a pretty good time as these events
go and Allied's big annual fiesta has a habit of being
different; there's always A1 Steffes ready to ride it to the
rescue with war whoops the minute the plot develops
signs of collapse. A1 probably won't like the comparison
and, no doubt, we shall be hearing from him over a
Scotch and soda, but he is to Allied what Jack Miller of
Chicago once was to the MPTOA.
Both always add
headlines to their scrapbooks and give the trade papers
lively pieces of copy.
But to cut out the levity, this time it's different. Everyone, including the distributors and Allied and that means
a lot of you who are reading this, must be bored to hellandgone by these long harangues over the trade practice pact. It has been going on for months, but finally
now the majors, except United Artists, say they have
something.
represents

G.

Managing Editor; J. Harry Toler, Modern
Theatre Editor; A. J. Stocker, Eastern Representative; Ivan Spear, Western Manager.

e. 9th

ST., KANSAS CITY, MO.,' Hollywood'. 6404 HOLLYWOOD blvd.; Chicago : 332 s. Michigan blvd.

They say that something
to undreamed of.

RYDELL

Advertising Manager

concessions

hither-

They say they are going through with or without
Allied, but they also frankly admit it is their preference
and their hope Allied goes along.
They do not say it openly but what the Department
of Justice thinks about it all will make no difference although in this case, too, they naturally would like to have
Washington's blessings.
They are determined to use their combined selling
crews in a national barnstorming tour in the final effort
to obtain exhibitor signatures and they furthermore feel
the chances of a preponderant theatre acceptance are
all on their side. That remains to be seen, of course.

But, confidentially now and while this column has been
taking a lot of pokes and sideswipes at Allied on its
tactics, we are now suggesting the Minneapolis program
be expanded to include a panel labeled common sense.
The code, as constituted, leaves plenty to be desired.
Even the men who drew it up say so. They have never
claimed any perfection, but they do assert it represents
a beginning. BOXOFFICE is willing to accept this much
on its face value.
If it is correct, this suggests the beginnings of a basis
of understanding between those traditional enemies,
buyer and seller, have been struck. Such a foundation,
no

matter how sand-like, ought to be encouraged because it so obviously opens the way toward something
more broadly beneficial.

We think, therefore, the brainchild should not be
strangled at birth, but afforded opportunity to develop.
If it is fed properly and kept out in the sunshine, it will
gain strength and prove a joy and a blessing. If it becomes bumptious, it can be turned on its backside and
fanned until it promises, or learns how, to behave. Any
acceptance of parentage can be set up on a provisional
basis if this is the method Allied prefers, but democratic
procedure dictates the chance ought not to be denied.
There is something more and it ties directly with some
observations made on this page last week. In the eyes
of outsiders who maintain a vigil over this industry
which the average film man does not begin to realize,
this is a business torn asunder every working day. Strife
and invective on various fronts convey the impression
not only is there no harmony, but that there can be none.
Thus, a fatal weakness is paraded in the open and an
avenue culminating in ultimate industry-wide harm sugWe have endeavored to make it clear many times
gested.
Allied cannot be expected to, nor should it, abandon
its objectives. But its methods are susceptible to change
and its leaders must not regard themselves as removed
from considerations which bear on the welfare of an
entire industry and not merely

the portion they represent.

This, exactly, is why we maintain the constantly reiterated anti-major attitude further serves to emphasize
internal dissension to the outside where it is nobody's
business and why Minneapolis and action on the code
provide a chance to advance a new and necessary order.

FIREWORKS WILL DOT MINNEAPOLIS HEAVENS;
ALLIED AND MAJORS GIRD FOR CODE RATTLE
Flare at New

York Meet

Seen as Preliminary
To the Main Event
Minneapolis — Fireworks

on

the

industry

trade pact will explode at the Allied national convention here starting Tuesday
with William F. Rodgers, chairman of the
distributors’ sub-negotiating committee,
igniting the sparks on the one side and
Abram F. Myers, general counsel for the
independent theatre organization, lighting
up the fuse on the other.
The general impression prevails in many
quarters that both men, in their talks
before Allied of New York, held off much
of their steam and dynamite for the pyrotechnics due to be displayed here. Minneapolis, stamping ground of W. A. Steffes,
militant leader in Allied ranks, has been
deemed by Allied as a more appropriate
and explosive background for sounding
Allied principles than New York where
the local unit has not been regarded as
entirely sympathetic to the tenets laid
down by the sahibs of the national body.
Rodgers did accuse Allied as being “an
obstructionist,” while Myers, perhaps bearing out the inference New York was an
unfriendly territory for the “real” blast
to come, sought to have the past forgotten
and to view future dealings with a more
friendly feeling.
Legislation

Policy

Holds

While Allied’s acceptance of the draft
remains for the directors’ decision Tuesday, when the board will digest the revisions of the original proposals and arbitration plan submitted under separate
cover, advance indications are that members will be told to take “the crumbs” for
the time being. Yet no effort to relax
on the platform of litigation and legislation is anticipated. Rather the expectancy
is to further expand Allied’s policy of law
enforcement for the industry.
Myers decried the lack of system under
which exhibitors have lived in the industry
and urged a change for the better, a
change which would represent progress
and not retrogression. He does not believe personalities should enter into any
of the discussions of the code, but rather
the principles involved should be the cardinal factor.
He preceded Rodgers and left after the
latter’s talk, presumably to catch a train
and return to Washington. However, Col.
H. A. Cole, president of Allied, sat through
Rodgers’ recapitulation of the revised draft
and arbitration outline, but remained silent during the entire open forum. It is
believed Cole decided to first see the draft
in its final form before commenting.
Cole, who spoke a day before Myers
and Rodgers, said he adopted the policy
personally of litigation and legislation in
1934, a year before Allied because of alleged practices by major circuits and dis-

4

— Metropolitan

Photos

tributors in Texas.
He added he was neither a Bolshevik
nor a Red who wanted to tear down an
industry in which he was a part and in
which he had all his money invested.
“I do not believe,” he continued, “that
it would be a healthy thing, a good thing
and a necessary thing” for the business
to work under strict government regulation and “I don’t think this is going to
be necessary at all.” However, he saw certain privileges taken away from the small
operator which should be returned to him.
He concluded saying that when the “real”
time comes and when the foundation and
basis has been laid by the government,
Allied and its supporters will be ready to
negotiate.
Brandt

Statement

Expected

Harry Brandt, president of the ITOA,
is expected to repeat his stand on seeking
government intervention only after all
other efforts to negotiate have failed. As
for arbitration, he said, “An honest distributor isnot afraid of honest arbitration
and, by and by, if honesty prevails on the
other side or if it prevails on our side, then
the dishonest person does not deserve anything but an honest decision.”
Numerous home office distributor representatives will be on hand, including
Rodgers and E. M. Saunders of M-G-M;
Gradwell L. Sears, Warners; Ned E. Depinet and Cresson E. Smith, RKO; William
A. Scully and William Heineman, Universal; A. Montague, Columbia; L. J.
Schlaifer, UA; Neil F. Agnew and Charles
Reagan, Paramount; William C. Gehring,
20th-Fox; and James R. Grainger, Republic, and Edward A. Golden and George W.
Weeks, Monogram.
Governors from Minnesota and Iowa
have indicated their intention to attend,
as well as representatives from every Allied unit.
The proposed “cooperative organization”
for buying will be discussed openly on the

Headline

Figures —

At the microphones

are William

F.

Rodgers, chairman of the distributors’
sub-negotiating committee on the trade
pact, and Abram F. Myers, general
counsel of Allied. Immediately above is
Col. Harry A. Cole, president of the
exhibitor association, who unll sit in
the chair at the Minneapolis conclave.
Oratorical fireworks are expected from
all three.
floor. Ascap is another issue to be aired.
Action also is slated on the new units
in Los Angeles and Oklahoma City. Three
other exhibitor organizations have asked
to join and these also will be placed before the board for decision.
Listed for three days, the meetings may
be extended an additional day or two,
according to Steffes, convention chairman.
BOXOFFICE
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STRAIGHT PERCENTAGE BASIS FOR 30 FROM
PARAMOUNT; ALTERNATIVE ON REMAINING 28
Five Features

and

Length Cartoon

Cleveland Tops
Other Years

Full

Have

RED

KANN

The short subject lineup drops from
to 85 releases, each in single reel.

98

“Beau Geste,” with Gary Cooper, Ray
Milland, Robert Preston, and produced and
directed by William A. Wellman, is the
first of the new releases, the three-day
sales convention here was- told by Neil F.
Agnew, vice-president and general sales
manager. Over 250, including home office executives, district and branch managers, salesmen and many ad salesmen
as well as a group of foreign representatives, attended the Hotel Ambassador sessions which opened Thursday and terminated with a formal banquet at the hotel
Saturday evening. At 2:00 a. m. Sunday morning the 18-car special train
leaves for San Francisco where the entire

The

there-

Lineup

The program will include “Jamaica
Inn,” starring Charles Laughton with
Emlyn Williams, Maureen O’Hara, Leslie
Banks and directed by Alfred Hitchcock.
This was made in England by Mayflower
Productions.
“Geronimo,” dealing with the life of the
Apache chief, with Preston Foster, Ellen
Drew, Andy Devine, Gene Lockhart, Ralph
Morgan and Chief Thundercloud. Paul
H. Sloane, director.
“Ruler of the Seas,” produced and directed by Frank Lloyd, with Douglas Fairbanks jr„ Will Fyffe, Margaret Lockwood
and George Bancroft.
“Disputed Passage,” based on the Lloyd
C. Douglas novel, with Dorothy Lamour,
Akim Tamiroff and John Howard. Produced by Harlan Thompson, directed by
Frank Borzage.
“The Cat and the Canary,” mystery
melodrama based on the John Williard
stage play. Bob Hope, Paulette Goddard
and John Beal head the cast. Arthur
Hornblow,
rector.
“Are

producer;

Husbands

BOXOFFICE

June

Elliott

Nugent,

Necessary?”
10, 1939

di-

starring

departure

for the

coast

the

company's annual sales convention, stated contracts for the new seasealed,

are

of any other season.
Last year was an early

the remainder of the program of 58 features on a flat or percentage basis, dependent upon individual situations.
“Gulliver’s Travels,” Max
Fleischer’s
feature-length cartoon in Technicolor, will
be sold separately at 35 per cent. A group
of five features also is in the same
bracket. Twelve are down at 30 per cent,
and a like number at 25 per cent. The
total in the top group represents no change
over the current season policy.

his

son, signed and

Los Angeles — Paramount will sell 30
pictures next season on percentage and

delegation will take in the fair, and
after depart for the east.

Determine

Cleveland — Harry Goldstein, Paramount district manager, on the eve of

35 Per Cent Tag
By

Individual

he

comments,

but

Cecil
color.

far ahead

this year

trict, which includes

his

dis-

“What a Life,” Broadway stage success
starring Jackie Cooper and Betty Field
with a cast including John Howard, Janice
Logan and Lionel Stander. Theodore
Reed, director.
“Happy Ending,” backstage drama with
Pat O’Brien, Olympe Bradna, Roland
Young, Reginald Gardiner and George E.
Stone. Lewis Milestone, director.
Touchdown,”

teaming

Joe

Hoo-

“The World on Parade,” a
romance
with a television background. Title may
be changed.
“Emergency Squad,”
ing Lloyd Nolan.

with

a cast includ-

“A Double Dyed Deceiver,” from the
story by O’Henry, starring Tito Guizar
and a cast including Emma
Dunn, Alan
Mowbray, Gale Sondergaard.
man, produced.
Colman

in Kipling

Harry

Sher-

Story

“The Light That Failed,” from Rudyard Kipling’s story. Ronald Colman
stars with Ida Lupino. William A. Wellman, director.
“Remember
director.

the Night,”

Mitchell

Leisen,

“White Flame,” Canadian northwoods
story in Technicolor. The cast includes
Ray Milland, Patricia Morison and Akim
Tamiroff. Paul Jones, producer; George
Archainbaud, director.
“Dr.

Cyclops,” about which little is divulged beyond the fact Ernest Schoedsack
will direct in Technicolor.

and

Techni-

“The

New

Yorker,”

based on the
Eric Hatch.

starring Jack

novel,

“Fly

by

Carroll.
Benny,

Night,”

by

“Every Day Is Sunday,” starring Bing
Crosby in the Vina Delmar story. Henry
Hathaway, director.
“Triumph Over Pain,” the story of the
discovery of anesthesia by Dr. Morton of
Boston. Arthur Hornblow, producer;
Henry

Hathaway,

director.

“Diamonds Are Dangerous,” with Isa
Miranda in a story of the Kimberly diamond mines in South Africa.
“French Without Tears,” Broadway
stage play by Terrence Rattigan, with Ray
Milland and Ellen Drew. Anthony Asquith, who directed “Pygmalion,” director.
“London After Dark,” formerly titled
“St. Martin’s Lane,” with Charles Laughton starred and Vivien Leigh as lead. Made
in England by Mayflower Productions.
“The Fanner’s Daughter,”
Leon Wilson, starring Martha
“The Texas Rangers
not announced.
Remake

Ride

Former

by Harry
Raye.

Again,”

cast

Hit

“The Way of All Flesh,” in which Emil
Jannings originally appeared. Akim Tamiroff will essay that role, with William
Henry
rector.

in

support.

Kurt

Neumann,

di-

“Our Neighbors — The Carters,” which
Charles R. Rogers will produce. Fay Bainter and Frank Craven will head the cast.
“Portrait of a Mother,’” with a burlesque theatre background. Title is tentative. Henry Hathaway, director.
“The Ne’er Do Well,” from the Rex
Beach novel. Harry Sherman, produced.
“Seventeen,” by Booth Tarkington, with
Jackie Cooper and Betty Field. Louis King,
director.
a Divorce,” based on the nationwide radio broadcasts of the same
title. George Arthur, producer.

Road to Singapore,” starring Bing
with Dorothy Lamour as the lead

Paramount also lists a group of ten features stressing action, romance, youth and
adventure. These, merely designated by

Lady,”

starring

Bob Hope in support.
son, producer.

“The

in

Claudette

“Amazing
Colbert.
“The
Crosby

production

E.

Brown and Martha Raye in the latter’s
final picture for the company. Football
story with a comedy background.
“Paroles for Sale,” from J. Edgar
ver’s book, “Persons in Hiding.”

DeMille

“Safari,” starring Madeleine
Edward H. Griffith, director.

Fred MacMurray and Madeleine Carroll.
Jeff Lazarus, producer; E. H. Griffith,
director.

a

B.

producer.
“South of Samoa,” starring Dorothy
Lamour with Robert Preston and Lynne
Overman. Edward H. Griffith, director.

Cin-

cinnati and Pittsburgh, is "way ahead"
of last year. Practically all key situations are closed, he said.

“$1,000

Sales

“Casey Jones,” starring Bob Hope as the
legendary railroad hero. George Arthur,

year,

Cleveland,

How

to

Will Be Closed

to attend

selling

Situations

Royal

Canadian

Harlan

Thomp-

Mounted,”

a

“I Want

title, are; “Honorable Uncle Lancy,”
(Continued on page 18)

“The
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FINAL ACCEPTANCE OR REFUSAL OF PACT IN
HANDS OF ALLIED'S INDIVIDUAL AFFILIATES
PLflin TALK...

Local Unit Leaders Will
Take Convention Report
Back Home for Study
Minneapolis — No action will be taken

by

individual Allied units on the trade practice proposals at the annual convention
here.
Allied's national board, which now has a
complete copy of the industry draft including minor revisions made after the
arbitration formula was sent out, will hear
Abram P. Myers report Tuesday. The general counsel for the organization is expected to go on record for further negotiation with distributors on whatever points
he deems require clarification in language
before Allied will put its seal of approval
on the document.
Leaders of local units attending with
committees will listen to the pro and con
discussion of the draft, probably participate in the open forum, and then return
to their memberships with a complete
analysis. It will then be up to the local
unit members purely as individuals to decide whether or not they will go for the
pact, either as it stands, or with suggested
revisions. Because of the importance attached to the open forum, several unaffiliated units are expected to have representatives on hand.
William P. Rodgers, chairman of the
distributors’ sub-committee, does not expect decisions on the draft from exhibitor
organizations until after the convention
here, it is is understood. He will again ask
for endorsement by all exhibitors, urging
upon them to accept the concessions which
distributors insist they are making at great
sacrifices in revenue.
Nearly

A distribution executive recently said to this writer, "One of our current
big problems is the matter of getting better returns from subsequent run situations." Then he went on to explain that on percentage bookings the showings from second and third runs, and beyond, had for some time been very
disappointing. Quite naturally this executive was concerned about getting
more revenue from the bigger pictures that were designed to bring it in.
Asking higher terms alone would not solve the problem, because, generally,
the terms were high enough. The trouble lay with the grosses.
Why are so many of the big pictures taking nose dives in the subsequent
runs? What could the distributor do to help build up these grosses? To attempt broadscale tieup advertising, localized to fit the various situations as
is being done with the first runs, was next to impossible. Then came the
thought that the subsequent runs were not doing enough themselves; that
there was too much dependence on the big pictures putting themselves over.
And there was, not to be overlooked, the fact that business generally was off.
The problem posed by a distributor is, nevertheless, as much a problem
for the exhibitor. So, we made it a point in our cross-country travels to get
the exhibitor size-up of the situation. In addition we sought out the views of
exchange managers and salesmen. Among other things we learned the
following:
One of the principal causes of low subsequent run grosses is excessive
clearance. The big advertising campaigns timed with the first runs have
lost their effect by the time the pictures are played in the secondary situations. Public interest is permitted to get cold by the time the pictures hit
the neighborhood — and

30-mile radius — theatres.

Excessive length of the bigger pictures reduces
turnover, especially sharp in double feature situations.
The joining of two percentage

the daily attendance

pictures on single bills, while

receipts, adds to the turnover problem
sults for distributor and exhibitor alike.

and

bolstering

tends further to reduce

net re-

500 Expected

From 400 to 500 exhibitors are expected
to attend. Allied of the Northwest and
Allied of Illinois are scheduled to be the
strongest in point of representation. The
local unit. Allied of the Northwest, will
probably have 100 men at the meetings
while Jack Kirsch, head of the Illinois
group, promises to bring about 50 with him.
Allied of New York may have about 10
headed by Max A. Cohen and the ITOA
of New York will have five or six with
Harry Brandt leading the vanguard. Nathan Yamins and Arthur Howard will represent Independent Exhibitors of New England and Morris Shulman, president of
Allied of Connecticut, plans to be present
with one or two others from his territory.
Sidney Samuelson, business manager for
the Philadelphia unit, also will be present
with a handful of members.
There is an inclination on part of some
exhibitor members to accept the trade draft

This latter policy in first runs aggravates competition and forces reduced
admission scales in the neighborhoods and suburban situations, further lowering gross revenues.
The ridiculous policy of day-and-date runs in a single city (in as many
as 12 theatres in a city like Kansas City) makes the picture compete with
itself and divides patronage to a greatly reduced minimum.
Radio competition by movie stars on Sundays makes this former good
business day a dud; in numerous cases reducing admission prices to ten cents.
The

above

constitute cause

and

effect of the reduced

revenue

problem.

They came direct from "out among the grass roots" where the problem exists
and from people vitally interested, along with the distributor, in seeing it
solved. Perhaps somewhere between those lines the answer to the problem
can be found.

regardless of the action taken by Allied’s
board and local units. It is understood
some independent circuits have already
expressed themselves to that effect in situations where negotiations have not even
started on new film buys.
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O ^ TODAY!
The Industry's

BEST

SELLER!

It’ll Sell You on Setting Paramount

Pictures. *.

It’s got all the right answers
1939*1940 program,

to your

the kind of pictures

you like, the kind of pictures you need
. . . pictures with plenty of MOTION
pictures with world-wide,
backgrounds

out-of-doors

. . . colorful . . . varied . . .

and above all, pictures with BIG

PERSONALITIES
OF THEM

. . .

. . . AND

NAME

PLENTY

. . .

Here are a few of the highlights...

Note that Paramount
Product Book Smile!

ets°na

10

That’s how you’re going to look when
you read about the Paramount Program for 1939-1940

... pictures like

t>uS'°eSS

1°* S

"Beau Geste,” with Gary Cooper, Ray
Milland and Robert Preston in the top
roles ... or ’’The Light That Failed,”
Kipling’s immortal
Colman

story, with Ronald

playing the lead...or"Disputed

Passage,” right now

a Lloyd Douglas

best seller ... or Frank Lloyd’s huge
"Ruler of the Seas” or Cecil B.
DeMille’s "Royal Canadian
...or Charles

Laughton

Mounted”
in "Jamaica

NOW ACTUALLY
COMPLETED

Inn” or. . . but, listen, you’ve got to get
the book and read it . . . Read Frank
Freeman’s

message

... Read

William

Le Baron’s

message

. . . They’ll show

you IT’S OUR YEAR BECAUSE
IT’S YOUR
YEAR! ! !

NOW
SHOOTING ...
Practically our entire first quarter program

ready long before the season

starts. ..and what pictures! Just look at the actual stills from these pictures
.*’
% C/S^s

in the Paramount

Product

Book. ..they’ll show

you IT'S OUR

YEAR!

r.
The

biggest

in the

FEATURE
PICTURES
program

business

for your

. . . at least

one

week . • . from the company
for the past 1,300 weeks.

T
C
^
01

:

U

big MOTION

that’s

given

the

you

BIGGEST

■

l

A FULL-LENGTH
COMPLETELY

OF

THE

SCREEN

FEATURE

FILMED

YEAR

!

CARTOON

IN TECHNICOLOR...

5
®
l
l
'
l
Mil

company
and

one

every

a week

s *tUlin8 J£d

Sj -,‘t, IK. «

NEWS

each

at least

Ct

*

biggest

picture

** paca
tfg ditect: U
vioe-“P "" aeoX
d ’em
a
ts

—

THE

from

’etn

OF

■'

business
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:\V'

i

PARAMOUNT
RELEASE

RELEASE

SCHEDULE

TITL

E

DATE

|

I|
September

1

September

8

September

15

“BEAU

GESTE”

GERONIMO!
“THE

WORLD
CAT

September

22

“THE

September

29

“$1000

September

29

“RANGE

October

6

ON

AND

PARADE”

THE

, ,, ,,,, ™«>

CANARY”

A TOUCHDOWN”

“WHAT

WAR”

1

1

(Hopalong Cassidy)

'

A LIFE”

fl
October

13

“JAMAICA

INN”

October

13

“PAROLES

FOR

October

20

“HAPPY

October

27

“DISPUTED

SALE”

!

ENDING”
PASSAGE”

November

3

“A DOUBLE-DYED

DECEIVER

November

10

“ARE

NECESSARY?”

November

17

“EMERGENCY

November

17

November

24

HUSBANDS

* ‘ RIDERS
“RULER

I

SQUAD”

of the P AN AMINT
OF THE

SEAS”

1

” (Hopalong Cassidy) j

September

• October

• November

DIRECTOR

CAST

Preston • Brian Donlevy

1 Gary Cooper • Ray Milland • Robert
Susan Hayward • J. Carrol Naish
Preston Foster • Ellen Drew

1939

• Andy

Devine

• William

Henry

William

Paul H. Sloane

James

Bob

Hope

* Paulette Goddard

Gale Sondergaard
Joe E. Brown
William

• Nydia Westman

• Martha

• Pedro

Jackie Cooper

• Matt Moore

de Cordoba

• Kenneth

• Vaughan

Glaser • James

1 Charles Laughton • Maureen O’Hara
• Emlyn Williams • Robert Newton

‘John Hartley • Wm.Frawley

Lamour

• Akim

Judith Barrett • Gordon
Tito Guizar

• Emma

Gale Sondergaard
Fred MacMurray
Osa Massen

Tamiroff

Elliott Nugent

Harlan
• Janice Logan

Lesley Selander

Theodore

Reed

Corner
Alfred Hitchcock

• Richard

Dennig

Robert

Florey

Lewis Milestone

Young

• John Howard

Frank

Borzage

Jones

Dunn

• Alan Mowbray

• Jane Clayton
• Madeleine

• Carolyn

• Brett Wood

• Leslie Banks

Pat O’Brien • Olympe Bradna • Roland
Reginald Gardiner • George E. Stone
Dorothy

Montgomery

• Elizabeth Patterson

• Betty Field • John Howard

Lionel Stander

Lloyd Nolan

Beal* Douglass

Hogan

Raye

Boyd • Russell Hayden

Betty Moran

1

‘John

A. Wellman

• Minor

E. H. Venturini

Watson

Carroll • Helen

Broderick

Lee

Edward

H. Griffith

Louis King
Lloyd Nolan

• William

Henry

1
William

Boyd

• Russell Hayden

• George

Douglas

Fairbanks, Jr. • Will Fyffe •

Hayes

Lesley Selander

1

George

Bancroft

• Vaughan

Glaser

Margaret

Lockwood

Frank Lloyd

19J9
OCTOBER
SUN

MON,

SUN

MON

Ti

SUN

MON

TUE

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

SUN

MON

TUE

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRf

AUGUST
WED

THU

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

GOV'T AGAIN MOVES FOR A CONSENT DECREE
TO END THE ALL-INDUSTRY ANTI-TRUST SUIT
Similar Offer Made
Arnold Earlier Had
Been Rejected
New

York — Further

moves

by

Hints Consent Decree Might
Result From Conference
L. Thorp,

eco-

nomic advisor to Secretary Hopkins, hinted
to reporters here that a consent decree
settling the government’s anti-trust case
against major film companies might possibly result from conferences Hopkins held
with industry leaders.
Thorp said that the topics discussed included the proposed code of fair trade
practices and methods to provide arbitration boards to settle local disputes between
distributors and exhibitors. Also considered was the block booking system as it
prevails in the trade.
"Movie
New

Cash"

York — The

to Chain

Minneapolis

Amuse-

ment Co. has signed with Nationwide
Coupon Distributing Corp. for Movie Cash.
BOXOFFICE

Asks

Bill Without

Interstate

Case Reference

by the gov-

ernment to bring about a consent decree
ending the all -industry anti-trust suit
now pending in the New York federal
court were launched this week when Harry
Hopkins, secretary of commerce, met with
Will H. Hays, Nicholas M. Schenck, H. M.
Warner, George J. Schaefer, and Joseph
H. Hazen, assistant to Warner.
Thurman Arnold, head of the anti-trust
division, some time ago met with the industry leaders on the government’s suit
and during the discussion attempted to
settle it by a consent decree which the
film presidents declared they would not
agree to.
The main purpose of the latest palaver,
according to local sources, was to explore
the possibilities of reaching a satisfactory
consent decree which would halt the government’s anti-trust campaign. The meeting was regarded as “merely a preliminary review of the situation.”
Two other industries, oil and phosphate,
which also are targets of government
suits, have already held discussions with
Hopkins.
Block booking, the question of monopoly and other economic problems facing
the industry, such as the foreign situation, are understood to have been brought
up during the conference.
Sidney R. Kent, who had been invited,
was absent. He has been attending a convention of 20th Century-Fox forces in
Latin America at Rio de Janeiro. Barney
Balaban likewise could not be on hand.
He was en route to the coast for the Paramount sales convention at the time. Nate
Blumberg, Universal president, is in Hollywood. It is believed they were represented
by proxy by the other leaders.

Washington — Dr. Willard

Columbia

:: June 10, 1939

New

York — Unless

the government

can

furnish a further bill of particulars without relating to the Interstate case, Columbia asks that the industry anti-trust
suit, as it relates to the company, be dismissed. The request for such action was
entered by Schwartz & Frohlich, attorneys
for the distributor, on the ground the
previous bill raises issues previously adjudicated by the Texas courts. This being
the case, the Interstate issues should be
precluded from the all-industry suit, it is
contended.
Hearing on the motions will be held

Bondy.
June 16 before Federal Judge William

In a lengthy demand for further particulars, Columbia counsel wants to know
if the government has any other complaints alleging coercion, block booking
and other charges incorporated in the
original complaint.
If the government is
information relating to
stances of unfair trade
bia insists the case be
it for lack of evidence.

unable to furnish
other alleged inpractices, Columdismissed against

Arbitration Appeal

Allied to Go Along

Need Is Agreed

With the Majority

Jacksonville

—

Although

distributors

hold there will be no appeal from local
arbitration board decisions, there are
some on the exhibitor side who see such
a provision as necessary.
Take Col. T. E. Orr of Albertville, Ala.,
a practicing attorney, who recently spoke
at the annual convention of the Southeastern Theatre Owners Ass’n. He said
“some provision should be made for an
appeal to a higher authority. An arbitration proposal which does not provide
for an appeal is not constitutional in that
it violates the prohibition against acquisition of property without due course of

He pointed out many states outlawed arbitration and said the right of appeal
would
law.” make it easier to enforce. Orr told
of some cases in Alabama which were decided and then taken to court, but said
he had never seen any ruling of an arbitration board overruled. “If you don’t
put in the clause allowing appeal,” he
warned, “the first case that comes up in
the courts will be thrown out as illegal.”
Omission
Provision
New

of Arbitration Appeal
Strengthens Field

York — With

the NRA

O.

Boston — “If

the

majority

of

theatre

owners in the United States want to accept the trade practice reforms as submitted by the producers, they may rest
assured the members of the negotiating
committee and all officers of Allied will
find no fault, and we are positive representatives! of the producer-distributors feel
likewise,” Col. H. A. Cole states in a communication sent out from here to members of Independent Exhibitors, Inc.
“Good business or bad business today
isn’t as important as the next 10 years’
business,” Arthur K. Howard, general
manager, adds to the communication, urging as many exhibitors as possible to attend the Minneapolis Allied convention
next week. He concludes, “your first obligation to the future lies in Minneapolis,
June 13-15.”
West Virginia ITO Joins
The Ranks of Allied
Morgantown,

W.

Va. — Latest

indepen-

dent exhibitor unit to join the Allied
is the ITO of West Virginia of which
Hiehle is president. On a motion by
ard Marks of Clarksburg, majority of
bers voted the alignment.

ranks
R. J.
Richmem-

as a back-

ground of experience, distributors have not
attempted to incorporate a clause on appeals from arbitration boards because during the Blue Eagle day decisions were
handed down by men in the field and in
many cases reversed by the Code Authority in New York without full knowledge of
the situations.
The appeal board in New York was regarded as a constant grief to distributors
and exhibitors comprising the board. Most

exhibitors sitting on the board were not
familiar with local conditions, particularly
as they related to clearance and zoning,
and in many instances neither was the
majority of distributor personnel.
Under the new trade practices, the inclination is to let the men in the field
analyze and discuss the complaints and
with them will rest the responsibility of
fair rulings.
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against Warner on "Confessions of a
Nazi Spy," Fritz Kuhn, that stalwart
100 per cent and Aryan patriot, has
this much nerve:

of Great Britain as opposed to Germany, Japan and/or Italy and on
their command of the machinery of
international film distribution. This
will be an asset both with the stock
entertainment

picture and the news-

Then the priest said:
"Already Hollywood has succumbed to the pressure of propare lganda.
s.' "
May I cite one instance of
it for you?
"The

Rich,

CINCINNATI — 127 Tremont St., Ft. Thomas,
Clara Hyde. Telephone Highland 1657.

V. W.
7-3553.

suit of the German

Father Coughlin, who apparently
fails to believe documented evidence
of foreign espionage in this country
and who pursues the Nazi philosophy on religious minorities, said:
"We read: 'In the realm of the
cinema we may be able to depend
on the natural bias of the United
States film manufacturers in favor

J. Martin.
Parham.

Ave., Eugene D.
Wabash
4575.

DALLAS — 210 S. Harwood,
western editor. Telephone

T N A recent Sunday broadcast,

Warner

Brothers

are releas-

ing a play known as the 'Confessions
of a Nazi Spy' based upon a story
written by Leon G. Turrou. Its leading man, Edward G. Robinson,
whose off-stage name is Emanuel
Goldenburg, speaks the following
words:
" 'I am a Nazi spy
.

" 'I am

one of thousands stationed
in every part of the United States to
steal the secrets of your national
defense.
" 'There are agents stationed in
all the navy yards at Brooklyn, Philadelphia and Newport News. In the
airplane and munitions factories at
Seattle, Buffalo, Los Angeles and
"There is something for you Americans to ponder upon as you seek
" in the shadow-land of
recreation
Boston.'
untruth. There is propaganda at
work

while

you

pay

to be propa-

Robinson, or "Emanuel Goldengandized."
burg," does not declare he is a Nazi
spy. As a matter of truth, he is the
FBI investigator who breaks up the
Nazi ring. To be indulgent to a degree where percentage of error is
taken into consideration will not hold
in this instance.
The Coughlin

statement

savors

of

a deliberate, pre-conceived and preplotted distortion designed to further this priest's campaign
irrespective of fact.

of bigotry,

Kuhn Goes Kute
This is much
slide by.
connection

too fantastic to let

In an affidavit filed in
with the $5,000,000 libel

American

Bund

"The defendant without justification in fact or otherwise has attempted to lynch the plaintiffs in the public eye by attempting to portray them
as criminals and unworthy citizens
based apparently upon interpretation
of facts existing only in the minds of
the defendants by assuming them to
be true. The picture is designed to
take from the plaintiffs the full protection which the Constitution and the
Bill of Rights give them. If the charges
are true, it is the duty of the defendant to place them before proper authorities of the United States government and not to take it on themselves to prosecute before the general

But Stanleigh P. Friedman,
senting Warner, shot back:

repre-

"The falsity, shame and pretense,
the hypocrisy and travesty inherent
inpublic."
Kuhn's, affidavit require no demonstration as the allegations, themselves insult the intelligence. The German American Bund, its officers and
adherents, are the embodiment of
everything
repugnant

that is un-American
to American

and

ideals."

Interesting, too, is an affidavit by
Carl Leserman, assistant general
sales manager of the distributor,
which reveals the film has played
735 situations out of a total of 9,735
bookings. Warner expectancy • in
point of gross is given as $1,875,000.

Not So At All
Writes

Pete Harrison

in his "Re-

"For several days before the New
York State Allied unit held its convention, there appeared in the trade
papers news items to the effect that
the New York state unit of which Max
Cohen ...
ports":

is president, was not in
full accord with the policies and
methods of the national body.
"Judging by the kind of resolution
the New York state unit passed unanimously at its convention . . . one
learns that those statements were not
authorized; they were

merely

ductions of the trade paper

Here

we

are

again

the de-

reporters."

once

more,

galloping on a white charger to
defend the trade papers which is
more than some of those papers
would do for us. This much ought
to be made very plain:
Whatever statements appeared
in the trade press reflecting dissat(Continued

on

BOXOFFICE

page
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SHAKE

HANDS

WITH

WINNERS

• Paramount

THE

!

Headliners proved themselves Headliners again this year

by grabbing the only two Jay Emanuel

Awards for Musical Short Sub-

jects. Phil Spitalny and his All-Girl Orchestra received the award for
the best color short, "Moments of Charm” and Hal Kemp and his
Orchestra took the medal for the best black and white musical short.
Congratulations, Phil... Congratulations, Hal... and, if you boys don’t
mind, we’ll take a little bow
musical shorts in the business.

ourselves for turning out the best

(Paramount's “A SONG IS BORN” and “SCHUBERT’S UNFINISHED
SYMPHONY”
industry’s

were

band

the two

shorts

runners-up.

. . . Paramount

Competing

walked

against

off with

the

entire

every

prize!

NEELY REPORT SCOOTS CLAIM LOSSES WILL
FOLLOW ANTI-BLOCK BOOKING BILL'S ENTRY
"Propaganda" Efforts of
The Hays Office Are
Sharply Attacked
Washington — Enactment

of block book-

ing legislation will result in no loss to the
motion picture industry as a whole, since
the curtailment of playing time of poor
pictures will be more than compensated
for by the increased time given good films,
it is declared by Senator Neely of West
Virginia in his report to the Senate on
behalf of the interstate commerce committee.
Explaining the objectives of his measure to outlaw block booking and blind
selling, Senator Neely declared that representatives of religious, educational and
welfare organizations and groups protesting against undesirable pictures find that
because of these practices the exhibitor
is not a free agent in the selection of
films, that he must buy blindly and in
blocks, and that his refusal to exhibit
even the most objectionable picture included in a leased block causes him financial loss which he can seldom afford to
bear.
Propaganda efforts of the Hays office
were denounced in the report, which asserted a “monstrous propaganda machine
over which communities have no control”
has been created.
“In no other industry are all of the risks
of the manufacturer or producer passed
on to the retailer and the consumer,” it
was commented. “The Big Eight designate
a certain number of pictures to be paid
for on the basis of a stated percentage
of the gross receipts of the theatres while
showing such pictures. But these designations are not made until after the boxoffice
value of the pictures has been determined
by test runs, so that no risk is involved
so far as the Big Eight are concerned.
Cites

Self-Exception

“The independent exhibitor, in order to
get any films, is obliged to contract to
accept and pay for all that the producer
sees fit to release during the contract
period — one year. He cannot cultivate the
goodwill and suit the preferences of his
patrons by selecting the pictures best calculated to please them. Subject only to
minor exceptions, the rule is ‘all or none.’ ”
Dealing at length with claims that the
legislation will hurt the industry, Senator
Neely asserted such contentions are nullified “by the fact that the Big Eight do
not exhibit the poorer pictures in their own
theatres and do not enforce block booking

Rodgers Mails Out
Revised Drafts

Contends

New York — Although he intended to
send out the trade practice code with
minor revisions last week, William F.
Rodgers,

M-G-M

sales

manager

when

the

pleted a final checkup
age.
No

reactions
mula have been

to

the

lawyers
on

comlangu-

arbitration

received

tor organizations which

the

from

for-

exhibi-

participated

in

the negotiations, Rodgers said, explaining a letter attached to the arbitration
plan stated a
revised trade draft
would follow shortly. Until these are
in the hands of the exhibitor groups,
no comment is expected.

crimination, the Big Eight have withdrawn
2,500 of the largest and best situated theatres from the assured market for films
and look only to the independent exhibitors to underwrite the cost of producing
poor pictures, plus a profit for the producers.
“What the Big Eight fear is loss of
monopolistic privileges over and above the
legitimate rewards of enterprise — privileges
that have been enjoyed so long that they
are now regarded as vested rights. These
privileges have given rise to great benefits
as indicated by the executive salary list
printed in the record. One Hollywood
executive received, in 1937, a salary that
exceeded the combined salaries of the 96
United States senators. Most of all, they
fear competition.”
Scouting the claim that the
trade practice proposals will
situation, the Senator asserted
will merely serve to perpetuate
at which his bill aims.

producers’
meet the
that they
the abuses

“After having failed to make good on
promises of voluntary reform undertaken
while similar legislation was under consideration in 1936,” he said “the Big Eight,
on the eve of the hearings on this bill,
brought forth a proposed voluntary trade
practice code as a substitute for the bill.
“Objections were raised by the proponents of the bill on the grounds (a) that
because of the manner in which the proposal was brought forth and the history
of such attempts in the past, the good
faith of the gesture was open to doubt;
(b) that the committee room ought not

against one another.”
“If the producers refrain from showing
their poor pictures in their own theatres,
and do not force them upon one another,
it is manifestly unfair to force them upon

to be made a ‘bargaining counter’ for the
adjustment between different branches of
the industry of practices affecting the
public; fc) that since the proposal really
amounts to an agreement to perpetuate in
modified form the practices in question,
it is of doubtful legality; and (d) in anv

the independent exhibitors,” he argued.
“The significant fact is, that by this dis-

case, it is not a fair substitute for the bill.”
“In reporting the bill favorably,” he
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Quality of Product
Is "Irrelevant"

and

chairman of the distributors' sub-committee, delayed mailing the copies until this week,

Improvement

concluded, “the committee is confident
that it will meet in as moderate a manner
as possible a need for legislation that is
constantly growing more acute due (a) to
the tremendous influence of the movies
on the morals, thinking and culture of the
country (admitted by proponents and opponents of the bill alike), and (b) to the
monopolistic control which the Big Eight
now exert and are constantly increasing
over
all branches of the motion picture industry.
“The contention that the movies have
improved in quality since the Legion of
Decency campaign in 1934 is irrelevant
since the public is entitled to choose even
as between good pictures. But the reformation was made only in response to insistent public demand and there is no assurance that even present imperfect standards will be maintained if this legislation
is not passed. Experience as recounted
at the hearing teaches that, as a result,
such reforms are sporadic, are always
forced by outbursts of public indignation,
and

are usually of short duration.”
Concession

on

Synopses

As a demonstration of the “moderate
tone” of the legislation, Senator Neely announced in his report that, when the bill
is taken up for consideration, he will offer an amendment eliminating the restrictive requirements of the synopsis provision in favor of less stringent stipulations.
Under the amendment, the synopsis shall
include a general outline of the story and
description of the principal characters
and a statement describing the manner
of treatment of dialogues concerning and
scenes depicting vice, crime, or suggestive
of sexual passion.
It would be necessary under the bill as
originally written to provide an outline
of the story, incidents and scenes depicted
and the dialogue and, according to producer
witnesses, would require practically a copy
of the final shooting script. Under the
amendment, it is held, the exhibitor will
have sufficient information concerning the
type and contents and manner of treatment of questionable subject matter to
make a determination of its desirability
for his audience.

Watson
New

Claim Denied

York — Application

of Archibald

R.

Watson for $41,500 as final fees as attorney for the receiver of Fox Theatres has
been denied by Federal Judge John C.
Knox. Watson has received $51,500, but
the additional request was for the period
June 22, 1932, to October 30, 1934.
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DEAD END KIDS

Little boxoffice
‘Angels*—
they
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never miss!

OIRTV FACES’

Also

MARGARET
LINDSAY
RONALD REAGAN
STANLEY FIELDS
Directed by LEWIS
Screen

SEILER

Play by Crane

From

Wilbur

and E. A. DUPONT
and Fred

an Original Story by Crane

Niblo, Jr.
Wilbur
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‘CRIME SCHO

(Continued

isfaction of New

from

page

York

14)

Allied with

the methods employed by the national unit were not the deductions
of trade paper reporters, but information, for whatever purpose, furnished them on behalf of responsible
New

York Allied authority. If Harrison does not know this, he might
learn it now.
This is one circumstance that cannot be challenged by any source
and with good reason. When Cohen
began to organize for his convention, he enlisted the cooperation of
all trade paper representatives for
various of his committees. All trade
papers accepted. Your commentator
was named chairman of the publicity committee and was publicly
thanked for whatever effort he had
applied at the dinner

which

wound

up the convention. That effort included background data for the
trade press, all of whom were
iced simultaneously with

servdope

drawn from — and authorized by —
official Allied of New York sources.
We resent any effort to pass the
buck now to the trade press. If it
becomes necessary to name the
Allied spokesman responsible for the
information now disavowed, we can
do that, too. Any time.

Paramount Definitely
Sets 30 for Split
(Continued

from page 5)

Woman From Hell,” “Campus Wives,”
“Broken Heart Cafe,” “The Warden Goes
to Jail,” “Hot Ice,” “Opened by Mistake,”
“Strange Money,” “Light of Western
Stars” and “Knights of the Range.”
Harry Sherman again will deliver six
Hopalong Cassidys, the first two to be
“Range War” and “Riders of the Panamint.” Bill Boyd again is in the title role,
with Lesley Selander directing.
Paramount, Agnew told the
tioneers, next season will stress
with more motion, less dialogue;
with varied, exciting background;

conven“pictures
pictures
pictures

built by theatre men for theatre men.”
The production roster embraces 48 names
and 28 directors. Much is expected from
a group of 14 players described as “The
Golden Circle.” They are Joseph Allen,
Murcl Rengelus, Judith Barrett, Louise
Campbell, Ellen Drew, Betty Field, Susan
Hayward, William Henry, William Holden, Evelyn Keyes, Janice Logan, Joyce
Mathews, Patricia Morison and Robert
Preston.
Sixteen releases, of which nine are com-

18

pleted and five shooting, comprise the
first quarter release schedule beginning
September 1, with “Beau Geste.” Others
with dates already set thus far in advance are: “Geronimo,” September 8;
“The World on Parade,” September 15;
“The Cat and the Canary,” September 22;
“$1,000 a Touchdown” and “Range War,”
September 29; “What a Life,” October 6;
“Jamaica Inn” and “Paroles for Sale,”
October 13; “Happy Ending,” October 20;
“Disputed Passage,” October 27; “A Double-Dyed Deceiver,” November 3; “Are
Husbands Necessary?” November 10;
“Emergency Squad” and “Riders of the
Panamint,” November 17, and “Ruler of
the Seas,” November 24.
The short subjects break up into ten
series, with “Stone Age Cartoons,” new
Fleischer series, replacing Betty Boop.
The series: 12 Popeyes, 6 Fleischer Color
Classics, 10 Paramount Headliners, 13
Grantland Rice Sportlights, 6 Popular
Science, 6 Unusual Occupations, 10 Paramount Paragraphics, 7 Paramount Color
Cruises, 3 Symphonic Shorts.
Paramount News, of course, continues
at the rate of two releases weekly.

Adolph Zukor, chairman
and Barney Balaban,
Paramount.

of the board,
president of

A discussion of the trade practice program and its relation to the sales policy of
Paramount highlighted the final session
Saturday afternoon under the direction of
Agnew and Austin C. Keough, vice-president and general counsel.
Agnew opened the convention on Thursday, when Barney Balaban, Adolph Zukor,
Stanton Griffis, John W. Hicks jr„ J. J.
Unger and G. B. J. Frawley also were on
the program. Production Executives William LeBaron, Y. Frank Freeman and A.
M. Botsford also participated. Dinner that
evening at the Cocoanut Grove was followed by special screenings at the studio.
Friday was devoted to announcement of
the product lineup by Agnew, a discussion
of advertising and publicity plans by Robert M. Gillham and by A. O. Dillenbeck,
outline of ad sales plans by Don Velde,
analysis of newsreel and short subject plans
by Russell Holman and Lou Diamond. Delegates boarded buses for the studio at 3:00
p. m. for a buffet supper, followed by another special screening.
Saturday morning was devoted to talks
by divisional managers J. J. Unger and
Charles Reagan, and by Oscar Morgan,
southern sales manager.
A formal banquet Saturday night closed
local proceedings and the delegates boarded
the train later for a trip to the San
Francisco Fair before heading homeward.

Neil F. Agnew, vice-president and
general sales manager, and Budd
Rogers, American representative for
Mayflower Productions.

J. J. Unger and Charles Reagan, eastern and western divisional sales managers, respectively.

Code Gets ITOA Approval
If Snags Are Ironed Out
New

York — Declaring

that the arbitra-

tion proposals in the trade practice draft
“did not meet with ITOA requirements” after Milton C. Weisman, attorney, had analyzed them, Harry Brandt, ITOA president, expressed the hope distributors will
work out objectionable features before he
leaves for Minneapolis and the Allied convention. If this is done, he will declare
his unit in favor of the code there, he indicated.
Distributors, advised of Weisman’s objections, are reported attempting to iron
out the difficulty. Information will be
detailed to ITOA members meeting Wednesday.

John

W. Hicks jr., in charge of foreign affairs, Mrs. Herman Lorber, Milt
Kusell, and J. E. Fontaine.
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"Union Pacific" Takes May
Boxoffice Blue Ribbon Award
Paramount's screen epic of the building of America's first transcontinental railroad, "Union Pacific," has been acclaimed by the
National Screen Council in an overwhelming majority vote, as
winner of the May BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon Award.
Barbara Stanwyck and Joel McCrea are co-stars in this Cecil B.
DeMille production, with a supporting cast headed by Akim
Tamiroff, Robert Preston, Lynne Overman and Brian Donlevy.
"Union Pacific" is the story of the welding together of the east
and west through completion of the railroad linking the two
coasts. It portrays the brave pioneers who gave their lives to
aid a great American venture. It depicts their loyalty in the face
of economic stress, squat-down strikes, lack of law and order, and
their brave fight against the attacks of the Indians who were kept
This Award is given each
month to the film receiving
the highest number of votes
by the members of the National Screen Council, whose
selection is governed by outstanding merit and suitability of the film to whole-family entertainment. Members
of the Council include over
200 motion picture editors of
leading newspapers throughout the country, motion picture reviewing committee of
the International Federation
of Catholic

Alumnae,

stirred up by a Chicago financier who wanted to delay the building of the railroad so he could profit by selling the stock short.
The love interest of the story centers around a young postmistress
and a trouble-shooter
turbances.
Paramount

was

by Washington

given a similar Award

production of "Wells
Artists' production, won

to quell the dis-

in January,

Fargo." "Wuthering
the April Award.

1938, for their

Fleights," a

United

Cast of Characters
Mollie Monahan
Barbara

Jeff Butler
Fiesta
Dick Allen

Stanwyck

Joel McCrea
Akim Tamiroff
Robert Preston

Leach Overmile

Lynne

Sid Campeau
Jack Cordray

Brian Donlevy
Anthony Quinn

Mrs. Calvin

Overman

Evelyn

Keyes

and

state motion picture chairmen of the General Federation of Women’s

sent down

Production Staff

Clubs.
Producer
Cecil B. DeMille
Associate Producer
William

Director
Screenplay

H. Pine

Cecil B. DeMille

Walter DeLeon, C. Gardner
Sullivan, Jesse Lasky jr.

Based on an adaptation by
Jack

Original Story

Cunningham

Ernest

Haycox

Location Director
Arthur

Art Directors

Rosson

Hans Dreier,
Roland

Anderson

Photography. ...Victor Milner, ASC
Dewey

Musical Score
Sound Mixer
Film Editor

Wrigley,

ASC

George Antheil
Harry Lindgren
Anne Bauchens

Laughter is music to the ears of any showman!
Give your

patrons

an excuse

for breaking

into gales of merriment! Give 'em this grand
comedy about an eyeful from Minnesota whet
sets her not-so-simple
heart on gay Paree... and
gayly gathers four boy
%
friends who'd

%

give any-/"

thing to take her there!

I

y

'^k ill

WALTER
Screen

CONNOLLY

play by Gladys

Lehman

• ALAN

and Ken

CURTIS • JOAN

Englund

o i-iTfl Ria

* Directed

PERRY

by ALEXANDER

p i r t it n i*

HALL

Skouras Reply Scores
Warner Dual Policy
New

York — Replying

New

to the announce-

ment by Gradwell L. Sears, Warner sales
chief, that Warner will sell the 1939-40
lineup away from Fox West Coast, Spyros Skouras, head of National Theatres,
Inc., parent company of the coast chain,
challenges Warner to abolish duals in its
own circuit “before criticizing others.”
“If Warners aspire to the honor of being the standard bearer for the abolition

of double features,” Skouras says, “they
should abolish them in some 300 theatres
they own and operate themselves.” He
says that the National circuit is on record as far back as the NRA code conferences in favor of the abolition of duals,
adding: “It is well recognized that competitive conditions at present necessitate
the use of double features in certain localities.”
Skouras denies that the dual policy is
costing Warner loss of revenue, as charged. He says the film rental paid Warner
for the 1932 season totaled $500,000, and
claims the 1939 revenue for the same
houses will run $1,500,000.
Results

Brooklyn Folly Suit
Demanding $750,000

"Disappointing”

“Despite the optimism of the sales management at the time the contract was
made, our results with Warner pictures
for 1937-38 were disappointing at the boxoffice,” Skouras asserts. He says that the
Warner proposal to sell to competitive independents “meets our whole-hearted approval. We have not solicited Warner for
the coming year. This freedom to contract has always been respected by us.
We wish Warner every success.”
In his announcement last week, Sears
put the finger on the circuit’s dual bill
policy as determining the drastic move.
Coupling of “A” attractions “reduces the
possibility of film rentals on deserving
pictures, freezing the possibility of returns
to such an extent that to support this
practice makes it impossible to produce
fine, big-budget production for fair returns, Sears said.
Sears said that Warner had reached the
conclusion “that the handling of our product by this circuit does not contribute to
our progress and that its policy of doublebilling and flat rental engagements offer
no opportunity for expanded income regardless of production merit.”

York — Long

anticipated,

Seek Amicable Truce
In Clearance Row
not unex-

pected and the first such action to be entered in the federal court here is a $750,000
anti-trust suit brought by Folly Amusement Holding Co., operators of the Folly,
Brooklyn, against Randforce Amusement
Corp., its officers, eight majors and Monogram and Republic. Unfair competition
and coercion are charged.
Randforce operates the Alba, Rainbow,
Commodore and Republic in a competitive

New

York — Efforts

are being

made

to

straighten out the clearance protest of
Jack Fields of the Cameo, Jersey City, before the complainant files his threatened
anti-trust suit, it is learned. Several distributors have requested a conference in
letters to Emil K. Ellis, attorney for Fields,
indicating there may be an amicable means
of settlement before the dispute reaches
the courts.

zone with the Folly, while Loew’s has the
Broadway and RKO, the Bushwick.
Plaintiff’s theatre is said to have been
leased from the Hyde and Behman Corp.
late in 1933 for 10 years with a management deal, said to have been placed with
the Shea circuit on a third- run film and
vaudeville policy.
Defendants are charged with conspiring
in 1934 to prevent the Folly from obtaining product. Among alleged acts in favor
of the Randforce chain by the distributor
defendants were the granting of exclusive
film rights, price preferences, credit priorities, rights of selection and rejection and
protection privileges.

Fields, a former New Jersey booker for
Paramount, states he is paying film rental
according to seating capacity and not run.
His complaint is chiefy against the Skouras circuit which operates the Fulton,
1,700 seats, and the Apollo, a colored house
with 580 seats. The Cameo has a seating
of 1,440.
Under the present setup, the Cameo follows the Apollo, 20 blocks away, and last
run in the Skouras zone. Fields contends
he is paying three times the rental of
the Apollo and should play after the
Fulton.

Loew’s, Warner and Vitagraph are
charged with refusing to renew with the
plaintiff for the 1934-35 season.
Louis Frisch and Sam Rinzler, operators
of Randforce, are charged with approaching the Folly management in 1935 and
demanding a half interest in the theatre
for nothing under threat of destroying the
Folly’s business.
The Folly is said to have been forced,
therefore, to go under management of
Springer and Cocalis, who attempted vainly to get a split of the Randforce product,
it is charged. As a direct result, the plaintiff claims, Randforce erected the Rainbow
in October, 1937, which caused the closing
of the Folly. Randforce is said to have
followed this development by leasing the

May Return to Washington
To Talk With Officials
Lincoln,

Neb. — Returning

from

Wash-

ington where he discussed his complaint
with department of justice representatives,
George O. Monroe sr„ manager of the
Colonial, indicates he may be called back
to the capital with his son, George jr., in
a few weeks. His dispute concerns a partnership in the A. H. Blank-Paramount Rivoli, Hastings.
Folly and keeping it closed in order to
eliminate competition.
When asked for comment, Rinzler said
he was unaware of the filing of the suit
and had no comment to make.

.«4

i

Tippet-Universal Suit
Appeal Plea Denied
New

York — The

appellate

division

has

denied an application by John D. and Eugene T. Tippet to appeal from an order
upholding a ruling by Supreme Court Justice Samuel I. Rosenman who refused to
dismiss a $270,000 action by Universal
against them on the grounds of failure to
state a cause of action.
The suit brought by the distributor
claims an agreement between the Tippets
and Carl Laemmle for the Tippets to furnish 300,000,000 feet of raw stock between
May, 1927, and February, 1933, for which
$270,000 in commissions were divided between the Tippets and Laemmle.
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GOLDWYN’S

production

with Dorothy Lamour, Jon Hall, Mary Astor, C. Aubrey Smith, Thomas
Mitchell, Raymond Massey, John Carradine and Jerome Cowan
Directed by JOHN
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Too Much

Of Latin America,
By
New

DAVE

York — Recent

GOLDING
declarations

by top-

ranking executives on the importance of
the Latin-American market are causing
the “cognoscenti” of the foreign departments— the lads who really supervise the
territory — considerable anguish as they
see the ominous shadow of increasing duties
and taxes looming.
It all began when the totalitarian states
started changing the map of Europe and
restricting the market for film operations
there. Aside from the large chunks taken
out of the revenue by the action of Germany and Italy in slamming the door in
the face of some or all the majors, damage elsewhere on the continent was slight.
The companies that suffered the most
started looking around to see where they
best could recoup their losses. Apparently Latin America with its millions of
regular patrons appeared to be the ideal
place.
Latin America, however, is no recent discovery. The leading companies have been
working there diligently for years cultivating the market. With its revolutions
and dictatorial regimes, considerable tact
and diplomacy are necessary to offset the
implication of the “greedy gringo,” it has
been found.
Company “Trouble-Shooters"
The companies have men who speak
the language and have learned to understand the customs and traditions of the
people with whom they live. They are the
“trouble-shooters” who have to repair
whatever blunders and rash statements are
made by the “front offices.”
One executive observes critically that
whatever a film company did it had to be
accompanied by fanfare. “Look at the oil
companies and automobile manufacturers.
They develop a market by establishing their
offices quietly and efficiently. No one
hears them boasting about the wealth of
the market,” he points out.
Governmental decrees are a dime a dozen
in countries where the one-man rule prevails. It usually happens in this fashion.
An official hears the film companies are
enjoying increased revenue from that market. He waves the statement before the
proper parties and another tax is slapped
on film imports.
Stories dealing with the manner in which
the majors plan to penetrate the Latin
America market and conjecture on how the
companies are drawing the battle lines
against competition are believed to be
creating irreparable damage. When foreign managers are quoted as saying “Latin
America is our only salvation” and “we
must produce pictures for Latin America”
it assertedly gives the right people some
wrong ideas.
“Every time one of the executives opens
his mouth to praise Latin America, it costs
us money,” one member of the “cognoscenti” was complaining. “They just make
things tougher for us.”
Some of the more seasoned executives
at the Hays office meetings have urged
their colleagues to desist but, according to
BOXOFFJCE
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RKO's Convention

Is Warning

New

one observer at the meetings, with little
success. Cooperation among the majors
in foreign markets is not so close as some
would like to see it.
There is no denying that business keeps
increasing in Latin America, but if executives will continue to brag about it, a rash
of revenue-raising laws on part of the respective countries is regarded as inevitable.
One viewpoint:
“It is a basic situation, after all, that
exists all over the world. When foreigners take money out of a country, there is
bound to be resentment. The difficult feat
is to get money

out without ruffling any-

body’s feelings.”

York — Under

a modified

Hoffay and R. K. Hawkinson. McCormick, Rutgers Neilson, Gittelson and Hoffay are on the publicity, and Leon J. Mabgerger and Lou Gaudreau are in charge of
decorations. McShea and William Gegenbach are handling transportation.

ruling by

the appellate division of the supreme court,
Edward J. Pfeiffer will be permitted to
examine before trial Edward J. Churchill
and other officials of Donahue & Coe on
amounts of money received from the Movie
Quiz, which was part of the Motion Pictures Greatest Year campaign. The plaintiff is suing for $100,000 alleging he submitted the Movie Quiz idea to the respondents which was refused and later
used.

Renew
New

Bush Heads 20th-Fox Joint
Publicity -Exploitation
New

Theatres

has

York — With

the

resignation

of

Leonard

Gaynor from the publicity department, Charles E. McCarthy has
named Rodney Bush head of the newly
merged publicity and exploitation departments of 20th-Fox. The consolidation of the departments is for greater efficiency, McCarthy states. Prior to his
promotion. Bush was manager of the exploitation department. He has been with
the company two years.

With RCA

York — National

for the sev-

Phil Reisman tops the foreign committee which includes B. D. Lion, Michael

Examination Before Trial
For Movie Quiz Suit
New

York — Six committees

enth annual and fourth international RKO
sales convention have been named by
Jules Levy, general sales manager. The
meetings open June 19 at the Westchester Country Club, Rye, N. Y„ and will be
attended by more than 250 home office
and field representatives.
A. A. Shubart heads the general committee consisting of M. G. Poller, W. J.
McShea, Harry Gittelson and S. Barret
McCormick. The reception committee comprises Shubart, McShea, Poller, Bob
Wolff, Frank L. Drum, Phil Hodes, Jack
Ellis, Lou Kutinsky, Eddie Carroll, Harry
Zeitels and John Dacey. With the exception of the first three, all are of the local
exchange

re-

newed servicing contracts for approximately 300 theatres with RCA, covering
Pox West Coast, Evergreen States, FoxWisconsin and Fox Intermountain.

One of Film Daily's Ten
Best! Box-Office Champion
in Motion Picture Herald for
Two Consecutive Months . . .

FREDRIC MARCH JANET GAYNOR.
A STAR IS BORN
with ADOLPHE

MENJOU

Directed by WILLIAM
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Terms Trade Draft

"Big Eight ” Overshadowed

"Fairest" Plan

’’Big Three, " SEC

Myrtle

Beach,

S. C. —

Declaring

the

trade practice program is the “fairest”
plan so far offered by distributors in an
effort to bring about a harmonious relationship between buyer and seller in the
industry, E. L. Kuykendall, president of
the MPTOA, urged acceptance of the code
when the completed outline is forwarded
to exhibitors.
Kuykendall reiterated his views expressed recently in Kansas City to members
of the North and South Carolina exhibitor
organization meeting here.
That the trade draft is close, if not the
nearest solution, to the industry’s problems was voiced by H. M. Richey, RKO
exhibitor contact, who has been spending
some time in the field in an effort to
bring about a happier relationship between the distributor and its accounts.

Hanbury , Armour , Britton
Dock for RKO Confab
New

York

—

Ralph

Hanbury,

RKO’s

general manager for England, Reginald
Armour, continental manager, and Leon
Britton, Far East and China, dock on the
Normandie, Monday. The overseas managers are here to attend the international
sales convention at the Westchester Country Club starting next week.
The largest foreign representation in
years is converging on New York for the
convention. Recent arrivals are Nat Liebeskind, Argentine manager, and Gus
Schaefer, Caribbean representative. Ben
Y. Cammack, assistant to Reisman, Bert
Reisman, Peru manager, and Ralph Doyle,
Australian manager, have been here for
some time.
Schaefer, who is back after his first
survey in his new position, reports business is good in the Central American region. He says there is considerable building activity in most of the countries he
visited.
Schaefer probably will make his headquarters in one of the Central American
cities which has yet to be designated.

Washington — The

“Big

Eight”

in

Reports
for 11 months of the 1937 year were reported, and Grand National Films, for
which only 1936 sales of $1,205,651 were
available.
In a summary of the data, the SEC reported that the seven companies for which
three-year information was available had
total business in 1937 of $406,855,095 compared with $375,703,530 in 1936 and $336,950,924 in 1935; and total assets of $529,950,444 in 1937, compared with $512,471,603 in 1936 and $497,320,417 in 1935.
The combined operating profit of the
seven companies was $40,911,459 in 1937,
or 10.1 per cent of sales, against $32,822,156, or 8.7 per cent, in 1936 and $24,402,985, or 7.2 per cent, in 1935, after
deduction of charges for depreciation, depletion, etc., of approximately $14,000,000 a year. The companies had a combined
profit, after all charges, of $34,091,330, or
8.3 per cent of sales, in 1937, on which
they paid dividends of $22,343,341, compared with $27,146,462, or 7.2 per cent, on
which they paid dividends of $13,982,505 in
1936, and $13,039,979, or 3.8 per cent, on
which they paid dividends of $5,948,809,
in 1935.

the

motion picture industry are shown by the
securities and exchange commission actual-

ly to bein overshadowed
the more
“Big than
Three”
which
1937 accountedby for
75
per cent of the sales reported by the ten
motion picture producing and distributing
companies whose securities are registered.
This situation is disclosed by the SEC
in a report of “Selected Information on
Motion Picture Producers and Distributors”
released this week, a compilation and condensation of the information furnished by
the companies themselves in their registration statements and annual reports.
Leader in volume of business in 1937
was Loew’s, Inc., with sales of $107,821,923
compared with $94,805,279 in 1936 and
$85,032,702 in 1935.
Second was Paramount, with sales of
$104,185,953 against $102,820,646 in 1936
and $90,581,006 in 1935.
Warner Brothers was third with a 1937
total of $99,864,237 against $90,204,127 in
1936 and $84,475,567 in 1935.
Business of the other companies registered with the SEC were:
Twentieth Century-Fox: $56,172,192 in
1937 against $51,670,694 in 1936 and $42,447,609 in 1935.
Columbia: $20,101,699 in 1937 against
$19,066,100 in 1936 and $17,499,028 in 1935.
Universal Pictures: $16,396,242 in 1937
against $14,711,314 in 1936 and $14,317,188,
and Universal Corp., its parent, $16,359,879 for 1937 against $14,718,696 for 1936,
no figures being available for 1935.
Educational Pictures: $2,312,849 for 1937
against $2,425,370 for 1936 and $2,597,824
for 1935.
The

The return on invested capital at book
value, based on total net profit before
prior claims, interest and income taxes,
was 10.6 per cent in 1937 compared with
9.2 per cent in 1936 and 5.9 per cent in
1935, it was shown.

Stage Curtain Suit
New

discussed

other two companies were Monogram Pictures for which sales of $286,789

24

been

filed in fed-

min

“hun-

ches” to the effect that outspoken critics
of Allied policies will not be given an
opportunity to be heard during the open
forum session are circulating on the eve
of the Allied convention here.
One report has it that the head of a
visiting group of independents already has
advised his colleagues to “walk out” of the
session if he is denied the floor. In another quarter it is said an independent
organization, long at odds with Col. H. A.
Cole and Abram F. Myers, has arranged
to circulate a stinging rebuke to the national Allied leaders via a printed pamphlet, so sure is the feeling that its president will not be given an opportunity to
be heard.

York — Suit has

eral court by Francis E. Weidhaas against
Loew’s and M-G-M claiming infringement
of two inventions dealing with stage curtains. Plaintiff asks $800,000.

A

Forum Gag " Hunches "
Are in Circulation
Minneapolis — Privately

by
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HINT OF WIDELY DIFFERENT SELLING SYSTEM
RIDES BALABAN PARAMOUNT CONVENTION TALK
In a Guarded Reference,
He Ventures It Is Not

On
Los

"Too Early to Plan"
(Product

Announcement

Page

5)

Los Angeles — A new selling plan widely
different from any now in industry use
was

presaged by Barney Balaban, president, in a short address before the Paramount annual sales convention here.
Confining his reference to guarded
language and reflecting concern over the
possible enactment of the Neely bill or
some

measure like it, he said: “The situation existing today is a new one. We have
never had to face it before. We must find

a solution in new formulas. It is my belief we face an entirely new method of
selling, not this year, perhaps, but it is
not too early to plan.”
Decrying the situation

confronting

the

entire industry because of “failure to come
to agreement on major problems,” the
Paramount president also said: “Unfortunately, the public and the government have
been drawn into industry problems of
operation, which should have been our
private concern. Government suits, antitrust actions, trade practice concessions,
state and federal legislation — added to
contraction of foreign markets — may
prove costly to every phase of the industry. For it is certain anything that affects film revenues which, in turn, affect
quality and quantity of the pictures available to the exhibitor will hurt him materially.”
Two

Rosy Picture of Future

hundred and seventy-five enthusiastic Paramounteers were treated to a

rosy picture regarding the company’s product and business prospects for the forthcoming 1939-40 season, with home office
and studio executives painting the optimistic canvas, including President Barney
Balaban; Y. Frank Freeman, vice-president; Adolph Zukor, chairman of the
board; Stanton Griffis, chairman of the
executive committee; William LeBaron,
production head; Neil F. Agnew, sales
chieftain; John W. Hicks jr„ in charge of
foreign distribution, Producers Cecil B. DeMille, Harlan Thompson
and Arthur
Hornblow jr„ and J. J. Unger, eastern
sales manager.
Balaban paid high tribute to Freeman
and
helm

LeBaron, in charge of studio
tions, and declared that with them
the

company

is confidently

operaat the
under-

taking the industry’s biggest feature production program. Freeman expressed
Paramount’s appreciation to theatre men
from all parts of the nation for their aid
in preparing the company’s new program
by submitting showmanship ideas, and
lauded the sales force for keeping eyes
and ears open and learning what the
small-town exhibitors and customers want
in film entertainment. He declared the
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June

10, 1939

E

Angeles — Mrs.

the Personal

Adolph

Zukor,

wife

of the chairman of Paramount’s board,
was the only woman on the convention
train. She had been visiting relatives in
Chicago where she boarded the special.
When Barney Balaban dropped in for a
visit, Mrs. Zukor remarked, “It’s quite
an honor to be the only woman among
so many men.”
To which the Paramount
plied gallantly, “It’s an
have

*

you.”

*

sk

honor

re-

for us

to

*

*

Stanton Griffis, chairman of the executive committee, stuck rigorously to his
regulation train procedure and retired along
about

8:30 each night.
ishes the storage battery.
*

*

Says

it replen-

=k

Don Velde and A1 Wilkie were among
the more persistent poker players. Pete
Harrison had trouble landing a bridge
party, but finally succeeded. He was upset one night because his porter made up
the berth
Philosophy

and buried a copy
of Plato”
the
>k
* under
5k

of “The
sheets.

Neil F. Agnew rounded out convention
detail with his associates, Joe Unger,
Charlie Reagan and Oscar Morgan, while
the train was pounding its way across
southern Wyoming. Tire lineup, which was
announced on Friday, likewise was discussed in another meeting at which Balaban and Zukor were in attendance. Drawing Room A in Car 601 was hardly as
spacious as the board room
way, but it sufficed.
*
sk *

at 1501 Broad-

One of the amusing incidents of the
trip occurred as the train pulled out of
Omaha. A young man, wearing a straw
hat, was

found

fast asleep on the observa-

tion platform. “Who is he?”
asked. “Why, he’s the guy who

someone
just saw

company also appreciates the interest of
customers who have filled out thousands
of questionnaires.
Agnew cited Paramount’s imposing backlog of 13 features finished or nearly completed as the company approaches the
new season. The sales head pointed out
the studio is thus enabled to deliver new
product promptly, and product
carefully planned and produced
pressure.
Hicks emphasized

to the

‘Union Pacific,’ ” someone else replied. The
sally captured a good-natured laugh.
»k

*

that is
without

delegates

the

vast international appeal of Paramount’s
1939-40 product, citing “Beau Geste” and
“Ruler of the Seas” as samples. He further pointed out that the idea pictures
must be keyed especially to the foreign

9*S

Max Mendel, Brooklyn, was making his
first trip across the country. He stuck
it out on the observation until his bald
spot
hair. turned approximately as dark as his
5k

president

Balaban, by the way, picked up the special at Harmon. He had been playing
golf with Zukor that Sunday morning.
*

Side

*

5[«

The run on beer was slightly on
enormous side. The ale supply put on
G. B. J. Frawley, who ran the train
Paramount, dried up the last night on
western run. A1 Wilkie was compelled
turn to beer.
=k

There was
“Beau Geste”

*

the
by
for
the
to

5):

some confusion over the
hats ordered for each man

on the journey. “Chick” Lewis insisted
he wouldn’t wear his. He’s taking it back
to that Connecticut farm for strictly utilitarian purposes. “It’s fine for digging potatoes and keeping the sun off the neck,”
he remarked.
5k *
*
Agnew and Reagan flew to Seattle Sunday and then to the Allied convention in
Minneapolis.
*

sk

*

Griffis and Balaban stayed on for a few
days, but both will be back in New York
ing.
in time

for the annual
5k

*

stockholders’

meet-

*

Others lingering for short spells inc'ude
Russell Holman of the Production department and Irving Cohen of the New York
legal staff.
*

*

*

Sartorially, the train scene was something. Many of the conventioneers changed
into sport clothes before 125th St. was
reached and stuck it out all the way across
the country. Blues and greens seemed
dominant and some of the outfits were
heavily on the fancy side.
*
Larry

*

)k

Flynn, in charge of transporta( Continued on page 30)

markets

is, in his opinion, fallacious, declaring that the run-of-the-mill films
which are popular entertainment here find
comparable appeal abroad.
LeBaron promised the sales force a
product lineup with a maximum of action,
minimum of dialogue and offering a list
of fresh boxoffice personalities and a large
array of young talent, “The Golden
Circle” players. He also listed 27 directors under Paramount contract, calling
each “a master in his craft.”
Griffis presented a report on Paramount’s improved financial condition,
forecasting that Balaban might shortly
announce retirement of the last $2,000,000
(Continued on next page)
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5

Convention

Shots —

No. l — The “Beau Geste” band that met
the Paramount special train at San
Bernardino and proceeded on it into
Hollywood.
No. 2 — Adolph Zukor receives a boutonniere from a fair Legionnaire.
No.

No. 4 — Neil F. Agnew, Y. Frank Freeman,
William LeBaron and Barney Balaban combine in a welcome to the
delegates upon their arrival at the
studio from the station.

7
(Continued

from

No.
preceding

by

50,000

individuals

and

Zukor presented a report of his findings during a recent extensive tour, declaring there is no fundamental difference in the type of pictures demanded by
either foreign or domestic exhibitors. Unsettled economic conditions in some portions of Europe, Zukor said, present the
sales force with a greater selling job, but
he pointed out the studio is giving it better product to sell. He touched briefly on
the importance of devoting greater attention to second-run houses because of increased patronage in those theatres.
DeMille delivered a plea to salesmen to
see that

showmen keep sound and projection equipment up to date, declaring
that otherwise as much as 70 per cent of

26

value

may

No.

forthcoming “Hopalong Cassidys.”
6 — Lou Diamond and Milton Kusell

institu-

tions. Griffis touched upon Paramount’s
television activities through its interest
in the DuMont Laboratories, expressing
the belief television for many years to
come will be an adjunct, not a competitor,
to films.

a film’s exhibition

Deane of the foreign publicity department receives a lesson
in plain and fancy propaganda as
Harry Sherman tells him about the

be lost. Re-

employ

an odd moment to good advantage during the train ride.

No. 7 — More train conversation stuff, this
time between John W. Hicks jr. and
his assistant, George Weltner.
No.

8

5 — Albert

page)

of six per cent bonds from an original
$26,000,000. He declared Paramount has
no politics, no fantastic salaries and is
owned

3 — Barney Balaban scrutinizes lastminute convention plans as the
train approaches Los Angeles.

8 — Another train
Russell Holman
in the middle
lem.

vealed

at this time

of a newsreel
was

has been given a new
director contract.
Unger

supervised

lades to 17 new

shot, here showing
and H. A. Richards

the fact DeMille

four-year

presentation

members

prob-

producerof acco-

of Paramount’s
100% Club, pointing to them as “executives of tomorrow.” They were given
“Golden Circle” emblems by members of
that acting group, as well as bonuses and
special insurance policies. The winners:
Dwight Spracher, Seattle, salesman;
Thomas Dowbiggin, Montreal, salesman;
William Esch, Indianapolis, salesman;
Robert Ableson, Minneapolis, salesman;
Robert Grace, Washington, booker; John

Hurley, San Francisco, booker; Albert
Duren, Atlanta, booker; Albert Genhart,
New

Jersey, salesman; William V. Dougherty, Washington, salesman; Henry G.
Ermaine, New Haven, salesman; Vincent
Kramer, Cincinnati, salesman; Robert L.
Clark, Pittsburgh, ad sales manager; Norman Scheinbaum, Milwaukee, salesman;
Jesse

McBride, St. Louis, salesman; Clarence Burdette, Salt Lake City, ad sales
manager; James Goodson jr., Atlanta,
salesman; George Gaughan, Oklahoma

City, salesman.
George Weltner, assistant to Hicks,
touched on the foreign situation in
general.
C. R. Dickinson, sales head for the United
Kingdom, and Tony Reddin, publicity
head for Great Britain, dealt with their
respective fields.
Freeman announced Paramount would
exercise its option on the services of Mary
Martin, singer, and that Joel McCrea had
been

signed to a two-year contract calling for his services in three pictures annually, because of his outstanding work

in “Man About Town,” just completed.
Mark Sandrich has been contracted to direct three more for the company.
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RODGERS DETERMINED TO DO HIS "DARNDEST"
FOR TRADE PACT APPROVAL AT MINNEAPOLIS
Pledge
New

Solicitation

as Last Resort

York — Solicitation of voluntary arbitration pledges
pendent exhibitors will only be undertaken by distributors

from
as a

individual indelast resort, it is

learned. On the eve of Allied's Minneapolis convention, distributors are still hopeful that the independent exhibitor units which participated in the negotiations will
go through with their part of the agreement to get signatures from members and
non-members in respective territories if their organizations approve the trade practice proposals.
It is too early to determine what action will be taken if Allied rejects the code.
However, indications have been forthcoming from many quarters to the effect that
regardless what national or local Allied units do a number of individuals in the
organization will subscribe on the theory it will be a compromise on part of the
exhibitor who has asked for twice as much as he is getting.
In the event a majority of independents do not accept the code, distributors are
ready to take their chances on litigation and legislation, if that is to be the policy
of theatre men in general, they declare. And. if this is to be the ultimatum, sales
managers are figuring on considerable savings in that the concessions now being
made available will automatically be forgotten.

Points Out

Complete After a
Year's Labor
By BILL ORNSTEIN
New York — William F. Rodgers, acting
as spokesman for the distributors, will do
his “darndest” to get exhibitors to accept
the trade practice code at the Minneapolis Allied convention.
Completed after a full year’s work by
sales managers and attorneys, the code now
is ready in every detail, it is pointed out.
The

Renew

To Iron Out Code
New York — In the knowledge the trade
draft stands little chance for majority acceptance unless independent exhibitor organizations voice their approval, distributor attorneys tackled objectionable features of the arbitration proposals anew
over the weekend in the hope of meeting
“requirements” of the ITOA of New York
before its representatives headed for the
Allied convention in Minneapolis.
In fact, Harry Brandt, ITOA president,
made his trip to Minneapolis conditional
on the speed with which the attorneys
can clean up the objections to the arbitration setup. He told members at a meeting at the Hotel Astor that the ITOA
group, which he heads, would not attend
the convention unless the matter was
cleared

up.

However, he declared the organization would go on record in Minneapolis as approving the entire code if certain features of the draft are corrected in

time.
Brandt

in Key

Brandt’s position is a key one. Six
other independent exhibitor organizations
who designated him as spokesman during
early trade negotiations with distributors
are said to be ready to follow his action
in either approving or rejecting the code.
The combined membership of the seven
organizations has been estimated as representing over 2,300 theatres.
Milton C. Weisman, ITOA counsel and
consultant on arbitration, told members at
the ITOA meeting certain aspects of the
arbitration proposals were not what he
considered equitable. Although he declined to enumerate them, he voiced the
opinion that distributors have shown an
“inclination”
BOXOFFICE
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more

"Kinks”
attitude of the independents for a “50-50”
system of arbitration.
It was learned exception is being taken
to the clause relating to disputes over
clearance. This provides that a complaining exhibitor as well as the exhibitor complained against may each designate an
arbitrator and the distributors, collectively, may designate the third arbitrator.
The three arbitrators then, by unanimous
action, designate two neutral arbitrators,
making a total of five.
The ITOA attitude appears to be that
where an affiliated theatre and a distributor are parties to special arbitration proceedings, regardless of whether the independent is the complainant or not, the
independent stands “too much of a risk of
a two to one decision.” The neutral arbitrators, in the opinion of members, would
carry little or no weight in a decision since
they are not necessarily a part of each
proceeding.

fully the

the

most

important

distributor

gets

his money

factor

in

ciples of the draft and “we will worry
getting them to sign for voluntary

arbitration later,” an important
ager told Boxoffice.

Efforts

“Since

Position

first and

the distributors’ minds is to try and get
all exhibitors in agreement on the prinabout

Distributors

All Details

sales man-

Rodgers, in his talk before convention
delegates in Minneapolis, will refer to the
provisions of the code, including the minor
changes made since the Allied of New York
convention here two weeks ago. He will
not go into detail on any subject unless
asked questions from the floor in the open
forum.
UA

Silent

No further meetings of distributor representatives are scheduled, it is stated, but
a special session may be called on the
arbitration phases if, and when, suggestions of merit are made by groups which
participated

in the negotiations.

Nothing further has been heard from
United Artists since the company, on advice of counsel, decided to withdraw. The
other seven majors are not concerned about
UA’s reactions and, as one sales manager
expressed it, the problem of conforming
to the trade practice provisions is now
entirely up to the company itself.
Rodgers left Thursday night for Detroit
and from there headed for Chicago on
M-G-M
business matters. He is due in
Minneapolis Tuesday night.
ders, western sales manager

E. M. Saunscheduled to

accompany Rodgers, may be unable to attend. He is expected to be detained here

regardless of who gets the decision,” a
spokesman declared, “it seems the distributor should only appear as an observer and

working out details of the National Theatres new product deal.
From Minneapolis, it is learned there

not be entitled to a vote.”

will be directors’ meetings each day of the
convention preceding the general sessions.

A

Procedure

Opposed

Another objection seems to center about
the provision dealing with personnel of
permanent arbitration boards. This clause
states the two arbitrators serving on each
panel shall designate a third, or neutral
arbitrator, who automatically becomes
chairman of the board.
“We

don’t think

a permanent

job should

be created for the chairman,” was one
opinion. “This one man should not sit
with the same clique each time. There
(Continued

on

page

31)

Recognizes

Inherent

Power

Col. H. A. Cole, president, will call the
opening meeting to order Tuesday. All
general

meetings will be held in the afternoon, the mornings to be set aside to directors gathering behind closed doors. The

tenth annual banquet will be held Thursday night at the Nicollet Hotel grand ballroom. William Elson, well-known Minneapolis exhibitor, will be toastmaster.
“If the trade practices are accepted by
Allied,” W. A. Steffes, convention
( Continued on page 31)
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NOT SEEKING CONSENT DECREE, BUT JUSTICE
DEPT. NOT SLAMMING THE DOOR TOO HARD
Attorney General Stresses
Can Apply Only to Civil
Cases, Not Criminal
Washington — While

conferences

between

the department of commerce and major
film company executives will not influence
plans of the department of justice for
prosecution of the anti-trust suit against
the companies, Attorney General Prank
Murphy said that any recommendations
submitted by Secretary Harry Hopkins
as a result of his meeting with the executives will receive “full consideration.” It
is possible, he added, that some trade practice agreement may be developed that will
simplify settlement of the New York, Oklahoma, and other suits.
The attorney general, however, made it
clear that while consent decrees may be
acceptable to his department in civil cases,
they will not be tolerated in the case of
criminal prosecutions.
Amplifying that point, he said that while
the New York, Oklahoma and Balaban &
Katz Chicago cases were equity proceedings, the department had under way a
criminal prosecution of film executives on
charges of tax evasion and had under consideration reports of an investigation into
alleged violation of the Wagner labor relations act by company executives and
union officials in Hollywood. The last
two, he points out, would not be subject
to settlement once formally instituted.
Into

Tax

Charges

Murphy

disclosed that he and other department officials met this week with some
of the executives who are involved in the
government’s tax investigation. It was indicated the meeting was to enable both
sides to state their positions and possibly
reach an agreement which would satisfy
the claims of the government and make
the filing of a suit unnecessary. Once filed,
however, he pointed out, the case would
be prosecuted to a decision.
The government’s campaign against the
industry is not based on any desire to
harm it, Murphy emphasized, explaining
that “We hope to bring it into line with
practices we approve of.” He added: “We
do not want to be harmful, but want the
industry to flourish.”
As at the commerce department, justice department officials would not admit
that the meetings were designed to develop a consent decree to halt the New
York suit, but everything said left open
the way for development of such a decree
if it was found possible. There was no flat
denial that a decree would eventuate from
the conferences.
Meeting for seven hours, one hour of it
over the luncheon table, the group in conference at the commerce department included: For the industry — Will H. Hays,
MPPDA president: George J. Schaefer,
president of RKO Radio; Nicholas M.

28

Further

developments
ernment suit, the Neely
ing Bill and the industry
found on pages 6, 13 and

on the govBlock Bookcode will be
16.

Schenck, president of Loew’s, Inc., and
Harry M. Warner, president, and J. H.
Hazen, executive vice-president of Warner Bros. For the government: Harry
Hopkins, secretary of the commerce department; Dr. Willard L. Thorp his economic adviser; Ernest A. Tupper chief statistician of the bureau of foreign and domestic commerce, and Nathan D. Golden,
chief of the motion picture division of
that bureau.
Following the meeting. Dr. Thorp explained that the discussions were purely
preliminary and that another meeting
would be held within a week or ten days
at which it was hoped a more definite
program could be developed. The idea of
the conferences he said, was to determine
how the department could assist the industry in solving its problems in domestic and foreign fields. He refused to admit that a consent decree might be the
outcome of the discussions, but finally said
the meetings might lead to “almost anything you suggest.” He added: “There was
a very frank and open discussion of the
various problems the industry feels are
important or we feel are important.”
According to spokesmen for both sides,
the conference discussed labor problems,

Sees Neely Senate
—

Adoption

of

his

block

booking bill by the Senate within the next
two weeks is predicted by Senator Neely
of West Virginia.
The measure, following its report by the
Senator on behalf of the interstate commerce committee, was placed on the Senate calendar, to be called when reached in
the regular order. However, a single objection— without explanation or debate —
is sufficient to prevent consideration of a
bill so called up.
Realizing that opponents of the bill
would not be likely to acquiesce in its consideration when reached on the calendar.
Senator Neely plans to introduce a motion
within the next few days, making it unfinished business and thus insuring its
consideration.
It is predicted by observers that the motion will be approved by the Senate and
that the bill, when so brought up, will be
passed, although it is acknowledged that
it is too late in the session to secure any
concurrent action in the House.

Due,

When "More Definite"
Program Expected
block booking, the foreign situation and
trade practices — but not the anti-trust
suit. Unofficially, however, it was learned
that the suit was the major subject of
discussion and that the top men of the industry would not have come to Washington
for anything less important.
This information was supported by the
fact that this was the third group to be
called to Washington and that, like the
film industry, the other groups represented industries against which the department of justice has filed anti-trust actions.
It was learned, also, that these meetings are being held with the approval of
the department of justice and that, in
some instances. Assistant Attorney General Thurman Arnold has suggested the
groups to be called in.
According to men present at the film
conference, the industry representatives
lost no time in directing the conversation
to the subjects now engrossing their attention— block booking, the trade practice proposals and the anti-trust suit.
The company officials assertedly appeared anxious to reach some agreement
on the suit and ready to make broad concessions to secure a consent decree. A
decision to have Hazen stay in Washington, it was said, was due to the demand
of department officials for more information regarding the situation in order to
know how to take the matter up with the
justice department.
Truce

Approval Soon
Washington

Further Conferences

Desire

Known

It is no secret that it is Secretary Hopkins’ desire to act as an intermediary between industry and the government in situations such as those in which the motion picture, oil, fertilizer, milk, building materials and other industries now
find themselves. It is known, also, that
President Roosevelt is receptive to that
idea and has suggested the establishment
of a bureau of industrial economics to do
for industry what the bureau of agricultural economics of the department of agriculture has done for the farmers. And it
is known, further, that Attorney General
Frank Murphy has expressed his approval
of such a plan, believing that his department, which prosecutes violators of the
law, should not sit down with those violators and bargain with them for a sentence less than the law demands. At the
same

time, the department has no objection to compromising its cases, provided it
does not have to serve in the dual role of
prosecutor and negotiator.
Leaving the conference room to go to
the Capitol, Will Hays said “we discussed
all the economic problems that we could
think of,” expressing the hope that “much
will come out” of the meetings.
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Fight Film Ban Lift
Gets Committee 0. K.
Washington — Pointing

out that although

wide publicity was given its hearings no
voice was raised in opposition, the Senate
interstate commerce commission has recommended adoption of the Barbour bill
to repeal the 27-year-old prohibition on
the interstate transportation of fight pictures.
The committee’s report, submitted by
Chairman Wheeler of Montana, disclosed
that its recommendation was based on research covering a period of some 2,500
years, it being explained that the disfavor
in which boxing was held generally until a
few years ago dated back to 770 B. C„
when “Thegneas of Theas, son of the
King of Greece, was recognized as the
prize-fight champion of the world.”
The situation which led to adoption of
the law no longer exists, the committee
found, but the law is being violated flagrantly and in most instances unwittingly. In most states, fight pictures are
shown without interference from officials
and a situation has grown up where what
is legal in intrastate commerce is illegal
in interstate commerce.
At the same time, it was pointed out,
broadcasters engaging in television may
find themselves in difficulty if the law
remains on the statute books. And here,
too, the committee pointed out, a confusing
situation exists, since “while it is not illegal to broadcast a boxing contest to
millions of interested listeners, if the present bill fails of passage it would be a clear
violation of the law to utilize television
in transmitting a boxing contest to the
public.”
“That

the statute is violated and disregarded, wittingly but more often unwittingly, cannot be denied,” the report
concluded. “If it no longer serves any
legitimate purpose, and nothing was adduced at hearings held on May 25 and 26
to indicate otherwise, a useless statute, the
act of June 30, 1912, should be repealed
and films or other pictorial representations
of boxing, pugilistic or prize-fight contests should be divested of any interstate
character, making them upon crossing a
state boundary subject to the exercise of
the police power of a state, territory or possession.”

Withdraws Dismissal Plea
In a Paramount Suit
New

York — Application

by Paramount,

Stanton Griffis, Henry A. Schatzkin, and
Mortimer W. Lowei, to dismiss the action
of Blanche, Lawrence and Jules Leeds of
Spears & Leeds, in the supreme court has
been withdrawn. The defendants sought
dismissal on the ground that the time
within which the plaintiffs may serve a
complaint has elapsed.
The suit is believed to be for part of the
purchased price, or commissions, on the
sale of a 50 per cent stock interest in Du
Mont Television Co. to Paramount. The
Leeds are understood to have had some
interest in the estate.
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Seek to Banish " Cut-throat ”
Price Tactics From Bronx
New

York — Rather

than

face legal ac-

tion, four independent operators in the
Bronx have been given the alternative to
agree to eliminate five cent matinees and
restore scales to their former levels. Agreements were drawn by Louis Nizer, film
attorney, who submitted them to the
Prospect, Jackson, Congress and President managements for inspection over the
weekend.
The price battle between three of the
houses had been going on for several
months. Each resorted to various methods
of cutting scales through the distribution
of passes entitling bearers to a five-cent
admission in the afternoon, and 10 cents
at night. In addition, the theatres either
played games or gave away dishes seven
days a week, it is said.

tors later gave private reasons for not
being able to go along. Shortly after the
practice resumed on a larger scale than
previously, the matter was called to the
attention of Nizer.
At a meeting in his office, the operators were reminded they could be prosecuted for violating the minimum admission clause in their contracts. While
Loew’s and RKO representatives were
present at the Nizer conference, as well
as Harry Brandt, they were not involved
in the price war. Those who have been
asked to sign the agreement are Max
Cohen, operating the Prospect; Max Suderov, Jackson; Moe Rosenberg, Congress,
and Louis Simon, representing Dartmouth
Amusement Enterprises, operators of the
President.

At the instigation of RKO and Loew’s,
who operate in the same area, a meeting
was called about two weeks ago in an effort to stop the practice. While an oral
agreement was reached, two of the opera-

agreement stipulates further distribution ofpasses must be only for legitimate purposes, such as for advertising displays in windows, but in no instance is
there to be a service charge for admission.

Stirn Appeal Dismissal
Motion Is Denied

Acknowledgement

New

York — The

circuit

court

of

It was Rickaby’s contention the extentions already granted Stover were illegal
as they had been granted by a circuit court
and under the law, as Rickaby saw it, only
a federal judge could grant an extention.
In both requests he was overruled. Stover had until June 9 to file his record.
Stover’s appeal will be heard after those
of H. Cassel and Co., and the Fabian
Operating Co., scheduled for argument
early next week. The circuit court did
state all appeals will be heard and decided this month.

Take Exception to Award
In Plagiarism Action
York — Both

Edward

Sheldon,

Is

ap-

peals has denied an application by Hamilton C. Rickaby, representing Atlas, proponents of the RKO plan of reorganization, to dismiss the appeal of John S. Stover, representing Ernest W. Stirn of Milwaukee, RKO class “A” stockholder, for
failure to file his appeal on time.

New

The

Mar-

garet Ayer Barnes and the Moredall Realty Corp., have filed objections in federal
court to the award of $16,470 made to the
two individuals, by Kenneth E. Walser,
special master, in connection with the
plagiarism of the plaintiff’s play, “Dishonored Lady” in “Letty Lynton.” The
award represented the profits secured by
the Capitol here during exhibition of the
picture the weeks of April 29-May 12, 1932.
The Capitol claims that no consideration
was given to the drawing power of Robert
Montgomery and Joan Crawford, the picture’s stars, and that the total that the
plaintiffs should receive is 10 per cent, or
$2,217. The plaintiffs, claiming they did
not receive enough, say that certain deductions by Walser were not warranted.

Only "Spy" Reaction
New

York — Aside

from

acknowledging

receipt of the protest lodged with the state
department in Washington by Hans
Thomsen, German charge d’affaires, over
the objection to “Confessions of a Nazi
Spy,” the Hays office is regarding the
incident as closed.
The note of protest, which denounced
the film as an example of pernicious
propaganda and called for immediate withdrawal from distribution, was forwarded
to the MPPDA by the state department. In
reply, the Hays office pointed out, briefly,
that the film was based on court records
of an espionage trial and was content to
rest on the fact that “Spy” was
a code seal.

granted

Metro has abandoned plans for filming “It Can’t Happen Here,” giving as the
reason “times are not politically propitious
for its making.”
See No U. S. Action
On German

Protest

Washington — The

state

department,

in

receipt of a bitter note filed by the German charge d’affaires, Hans Thomsen,
against Warner’s “Confessions of a Nazi
Spy,” likely will take no official action
on the protest, on the ground it has no
censorship authority over American citizens. However, the note probably will be
turned over to the MPPDA.
Denouncing the picture as propaganda
of the most pernicious type, the note
warned that its distribution would be highly resented by the Nazi government and
the German people, and would tend to
lessen the friendly feeling between Germany and the United States.

Demands Reiterated
For Specific Data

*

New York — Despite the government’s
contention it will use circumstantial evidence in support of its allegations in the
all-industry anti-trust suit, major company attorneys hold this does not relieve
the department of justice from answering
lars.
questions set forth in their bill of particuSubmitting

a

memorandum

in support

of their application for a further bill, counsel for distributors insist the government
comply with the court’s order and furnish
more specific data on all of the allegations
complained of in the suit.
Names,

places and dates are again requested where the government has been
vague. It is argued by the film company
attorneys the fact that an independent

Anticipating Hollywood —

theatre with a license agreement for product would be an affiliate under the government's definition of terms. A demand
also is made for similar particulars supplied to Columbia and United Artists,

Is a septet of Paramount’s eastern salesmen as they headed for the covipa7iy’s west coast convention. Front roiv: Herman Rubin, Philadelphia: Morris Gluck, New York; Richard Doyle, Washington. Middle row: Ralph Gorman and William Sharpe, Philadelphia. Back row: Harley Davidson, Washington; Ulrik Smith, Philadelphia.

On
(Continued

from

the Personal

page
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tion, worked unceasingly from the opening turn of the wheels right into the new
Union Terminal. Then, he started all over
again on the trek back.
John W. Brown, New Haven, met John
W. Brown, Detroit, for the first time
somewhere in the vast country beyond
Evanston, Wyo. It was at that point where
the representative of the Hotel Ambassador boarded the train to hand out hotel
accommodations. He did, but got the
Browns mixed up. So Brown, the midwest,
sought out the down east Brown to get
matters straightened out.
***

Harry Hunter, Australian representative, did not attend. HI in New York. A1
Deane, who handles foreign publicity, was
another

who did not make the grade
though he was slated to go along.
*

*

al-

*

Irving Cohen went in for robin's blue
sport trousers and white silk shirts. Lou
Diamond,

head of the short subject department, stuck faithfully to an extremely good-looking, striped sport suit and very
dark blue shirts. Oscar Morgan went summer in the large manner, including zipper
jacket and turned down all bids to loan it
out.
*
*
*
Station KOIL at Omaha
station for an impromptu

piped into the
broadcast. No

concluding that since there are 33 corporate defendants and 133 individuals, 20 days
is a short time to answer the particulars.
Instead of the usual 20 days, attorneys are
seeking two months.

Side

men didn't meet other Paramount
until the long trek was almost over.
*

The

*

men

depot at Salt Lake

was

a busy scene.

Some

of the activities: Sending telegrams, buying newspapers, purchasing apples, mailing letters and postcards.
*

*

*

What with the experimental steam turbine engines used on the run west of
Omaha, the special finally pulled into the
new and beautiful Union Terminal here
two hours and a quarter late and required
a pusher engine in the rear to shove the
restless conventioneers into the station.
*

*

*

A brass band, bedecked in “Beau Geste”
type outfits, boarded at San Berdoo and
later played at the studio ceremonies when
the welcoming flag carrying the word that
this was Paramount’s year was
with a line of cuties supplying
some background. sjt
*
Sfi

unfurled
a hand-

As this was done, Y. Frank Freeman,
vice-president in charge of production, and
William Le Baron, managing director of
production, officially welcomed the group
to Hollywood and the lot. Then into the
busses that brought them from the station piled the visitors and off to the Ambassador for rooms, showers, baths and
lunch.
S'. *
Sf.

one

were on their own for the remainder of the afternoon, but, by “must”
instruction appeared at the theatre in the

which,

hotel purlieus Wednesday
views of “Jamaica Inn,”

was prepared since no one knew anything about it in advance. But Balaban
was persuaded to say a few words. After
Alec

Moss,

much

impressed,

marked “A perfect
*

radio
*
*

personality.”

re-

The special totaled 18 cars by the time
the final Pullmans were added at Omaha.
That meant a lot of walking for those who
went in for that sort of thing. It may
also explain why some of the Paramount
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Booking

Speed

Record

Claimed

lor " Angels "

Is

*

They

evening for prestarring Charles

Laughton, and “What a Life,” based on
the George Abbott stage play. Both are

New York — “Only Angels Have Wings”
is claimed by Columbia to have set a record number of fast bookings. With a crosscountry coverage in 231 key cities and first
runs in the first two weeks of release and
over 2,000 situations said to have been
dated, the film stacks up as the fastest
booking

film ever

produced

by the

com-

pany.

Riskin

Leaving

Goldwyn

Hollywood — Robert

Riskin

will leave

his post as a Goldwyn production execuJuly.
tive upon expiration of his contract in

Trade paper representatives were put up
in style in the various bungalows on the
hotel
girls
Also
end

grounds. Flowers from “the boys and
of the western division” greeted them.
liquid refreshments and little bookminiatures of Hopalong Cassidy, the

latter supplied

by Harry
Sfi

Although

the

serious by way

*

train

Sherman.
Sf.

was

of squawks

late, nothing

developed.

After

all, the boys couldn’t very well complain
about Union Pacific service in view of
“Union Pacific.”
*

*

*

While waiting, Freeman went informal
at the terminal and rested his tired dogs
on a convenient baggage truck.
*

*

*

The local Paramount exchange arranged
an almost solidly Paramount week at the

included in the company’s first quarter
releases for the new season. Later in the

Ambassador Hotel Theatre. It was “Midnight” Sunday and Monday, “Lady’s From
Kentucky” Tuesday, nothing on Wednes-

convention
Paramount’s
screened.

day because of the preview of “Jamaica
Inn” and “What a Life,” but “I’m From
Missouri” Thursday and Friday.

proceedings, “Beau Geste,”
opener for 1939-40, was also
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Harry Brandi Heads
ITOA Sixth Year

Say Allied
May Harm

’Partisan Politics”
Trade in N. J.

New York — Harry Brandt has been
unanimously reelected to serve as president
of the ITOA for the sixth consecutive year.
He carried the entire incumbent slate with
him: David Weinstock and Stanley W.

New York— For its part in “playing
politics,” Allied of New Jersey stands
charged by industry executives with inciting harmful film legislation in the state
of New Jersey.

Lawton, vice-presidents; Leon Rosenblatt,
treasurer and Maurice Brown, secretary.
Members at a regular meeting at the
Hotel Astor were told negotiations between

According to observers, members of Allied permitted the showing in their theatres of three-minute trailers sponsored by

the

organization

and

Local

a political group opposed to the forthcoming referendum that would permit pari-mu-

306, projec-

tionists union, over the latter’s demand for
increases would go to arbitration on
16. W. French Githens and Weinstock will represent the ITOA.

wage
June

tuel racing in the state. Although Loew’s
and Walter Reade, the latter operating for
RKO
in New Jersey and who has been
linked with building a race track should
the referendum pass, had been approached
for similar showings, they turned them
down, it is said.
Allied apparently is playing ball with
State Senator Lester Clee of Newark,
Protestant minister and defeated candidate for governor in the elections a year

A plan of self-insurance to reduce the
present liability rates of 71 cents a seat
was submitted by Arthur Pelterson of the
Mitchell May office. A committee to study
the plan comprises Otto Lederer, chairman,
Frances Bregman, Irving Renner, Bernard
Pear and Weinstock.
The

organization went on record as opposing the action of the Theatrical Managers, Agents and Treasurers union in attempting to unionize individual ITOA
member houses. It was made clear by
Brandt that all labor matters must be
submitted to the organization as the collective bargaining agent for members.
Weinstock was presented with a chest of
silver for his efforts in making the annual
ITOA movie ball a success.

"Kink” Ironing Efforts
should

from

page

be

open

to select

a

way

27)
a

new

chairman for each batch of complaints.”
From Brandt’s interpretation at the
meeting, it appears distributors failed to
include a clause in the code that would
eliminate

or minimize promiscuous reallocation of pictures. Brandt told members he had the “word” of distributors
this practice would be eliminated.
However, general reaction to this point
indicates a battle may be in store unless
distributors declare themselves formally.
The habit of re-allocating films is said
to be one of the most costly, in point of
dollars and cents, to independents. This
is borne out in designation sheets that
have been opened for inspection, showing
in one instance a film designated as an
“A”

to one unit of an independent circuit, while the same film is designated as

a “B” to another unit of the same chain.
“In other words,” a member declared,
“whereas I should have gotten that film
at a flat rental of about $20, it was moved
up to an ‘A’ and finally cost me $120.”
Distributor attorneys immediately went
into huddles after the ITOA reaction was
conveyed to their sales managers. Two
meetings were held over the weekend and
others are scheduled for next week. Indicative that the ITOA objections can be
cleared up within counsel chambers is the
departure Thursday of William F. Rodgers, key figure for the distributors in the
trade

negotiations for the midwest, returning here about Thursday or Friday.
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last November. Clee is nominal leader of the Clean Government Republican
party, which has never seen eye to eye
with the regular Republicans headed by
former Governor Harold Hoffman.
As a form of retaliation to Clee, who
appears to have gotten the jump over

— Metropolitan Photos

Welcome

Home

Smiles—

Joseph A. McConville — he’s on
right — greets his assistant upon

the
the

supporters

latter’s return from a seven-month trip
in which he covered England, Continental Europe, Egypt and India. The
traveling man is Jack Segal, manager
of foreign

Distributors Renewing

(Continued

ago

exchange

New

York — Joseph A. McConville, Columbia foreign head, embarks on the first
lap of a world tour June 14, sailing on
the Washington for England, France, the
Scandinavian countries and possibly Italy.
He also will visit Latin America, Australia
and the Far East, the entire trip to take
about nine months. While in England,
McConville will attend the English sales
convention and visit Denham Studios.
a

sales

meeting

in

Paris, following which the Columbia foreign chieftain will visit Marseilles and
Brussels, recently opened offices. Sales
conventions will be held in Central and
South

America as well as in Sydney,
tralia, attended by McConville.

by

“With

the

also will be

proposal

be made to revive the Kerner film censorship bill in New Jersey, which had been
cornered during the legislative session.
Bearing out this feeling is the article
that appeared in the June 7 edition of the
Neivark Ledger, which follows:

operations.

Starting World Tour
Of Columbia Field

There

of the pari-mutuel

getting his propaganda into Allied-member
houses, indications are that an effort will

Aus-

Kuykendall Will Attend
Minneapolis Meeting
Washington— E. L. Kuykendall, president of the MPTOA, is going to attend the
Minneapolis Allied convention after all.
About two weeks ago he sent out a notice
offering his regrets on his being unable to
attend. Apparently he has had a change
of mind. He expects to leave Monday by
plane for Minneapolis, but whether he will
participate in the open forum is another
matter.

anti-pari-mutuel strategists resorting to the use of motion picture theatres to exhibit three-minute trailers on
evils of horse racing, it is likely an

attempt will be made to revive
ner movie censor measure which

the Kerwas rele-

gated to the House ‘morgue’ last week.
“The Kerner proposal, backed by many
women throughout the state, would set up
a rhree-man movie censorship board to
eliminate
movies.

‘objectionable’

scenes

from

“Earlier in the session it was doomed
when movie lobbyists got busy in the
House. However, with theatres playing
against the grain of legislators interested
in passage of the forthcoming pari-mutuel
referendum, the Kerner measure will become a real hot potato.”

Will Pact
Do His
"Darndest"
For
Adoption
(Continued
man

from

page

states, “it is certain

27)

to become

the

law of the entire industry.”
Allied of New Jersey, at its regular
meeting this week, ignored the matter of
sending delegates to Minneapolis. No mention was made of the subject, a spokesman for the unit stated. At one time, during Sidney E. Samuelson’s presidency, this
unit was out front in supporting Allied.
Harry G. Kosch, attorney for Allied of
New York, may be forced to stay home due
to illness.
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They Are Giving of Their Time and Money

by

Lew

Nathan

for Charity —

Candid camera studies of a number of well-known New York executives and circuit men who comprise the amusement division of the United Jewish Appeal for Refugees and Overseas Needs. Traveling along the top row from left to right: Henry
Samstag of the trade organization committee of the U. J. A. in a discussioyi with Barney Balaban, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
of Cleveland making a stirring address as Albert Warner delivers all of his attention; Walter Reade and David Bernstein,
the latter co-chairman with Warner, indulging in a conversation piece with a visitor to their end of the dais.
The lower tier reveals Jack Cohn, Marcus Heiman a?id William Klein; then Herman Robbins and Harry Brandt, and, finally William Sussman, Toby Gruen and George Dembow.

B R
TAMES

R. GRAINGER

has

been

touring

New England on Republic business these
past few days . . . Henry and Mrs. Siegel
of the Little Carnegie were in Washington
Friday to attend the wedding of their son,
Arthur, to Kay C. Chaplin at the Raleigh
Hotel . . . Those cigars Bill Rodgers got
when he made the temporary switchover
from cigarettes were a gift from the Biggiou Bros., Steubenville, O., exhibitors . . .
Bill Levy of Walt Disney Enterprises in
England will sail from there on June 7 to
attend the RKO convention here . . . A1
Gottesman, former New Jersey exhibitor
and

now ensconced in Miami, is vacationing here, escaping the Florida humidity.

Harry Goldberg, in charge of Warner circuit advertising and publicity, has taken
unto himself a 40 -acre farm-style place
near Yardley, N. J. He is in the market
for strong and willing young men who want
exercise — such as cutting down acres of
underbrush. Harry tried a little himself
and wound up with a splintered elbow,
which is and will be in a sling for about
a month . . . Since the ITOA made the
grandiloquent gesture of presenting Dave
Weinstock with a chest of silver for his efforts in behalf of the annual movie ball,
Bernie Brooks is doing the next appropriate thing — giving Dave a set of theatre
dishes to go with the silver.
William E. Raynor is managing the Sunrise Drive-In auto theatre on Sunrise Highway near Valley Stream, L. I. . . . Bill
Chambliss, who has been assistant to Rodney Bush in the 20th Century-Fox exploitation department, is now newspaper and
syndicate contact representative for the
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newly-merged exploitation and publicity
department, which Bush now heads . . .
J. H. Hoffberg has acquired distribution
rights to “Plegaria Gaucha,”
made in the Argentine.

Spanish

film

Paul Nathan, Hal Wallis’ secretary, is
spending his vacation mostly around the
Warner home office . . . Thomas J. Sullivan of the Grande, Detroit, is also on a
local holiday . . . Gus Schaefer, RKO
manager for Central America and Mexico, and Nat Liebeskind, Argentine manager, sailed into the harbor from southern
points to be on hand for the company’s
sales convention June 19-22 at the Westchester Country Club . . . E. Wallace Aaron
has taken to collecting white Indian pennies during his spare moments, which is a
far cry from twice runnerup for the New
York City golf championship . . . David
Idzal, managing director of Fox, Detroit,
was in town for conferences with Spyros
Skouras and other National Theatres executives. . . Lois Jacoby, Samuel Goldwyn’s eastern talent representative, has resigned. . . Douglass Montgomery is abound
town dividing his time between rehearsals for a stage play, “Mr. Booth,” and
his
in the World's Fair
Dramaparticipation
Festival.
Y. Frank Freeman

made

a hurried plane

trip from Hollywood to Atlanta and return to take part in the commencement
exercises of his alma mater, the Georgia
School of Technology. He is a former
president of Georgia Tech Alumni Ass’n
. . . Joseph Ermolieff sails on the Norman-

die, Wednesday, for France where he contemplates early production

of two

films.

“I Solemnly

Swear”

is to be an

adventure

film, while “Three Times Thirteen” is
based on a World War to come, with
transatlantic and submarine background
. . . Densmore A. and Richard E. Ross are
on an extended business trip through the
Ross Federal offices in the midwest . . .
Mrs. Ray Milland is here
following a visit abroad.

for a short stay

George Skouras is sporting a swell sunburn. He says he acquired it fishing on
Long Island Sound . . . The piscatorial
reportorial column must include mention
of Freddie Schwartz, who maintained marine headquarters off Key West with Irving Wormser for three weeks. Freddie
bagged 07ie 300 -pounder . . . While along
Broadway , Tom Keene did his riding in
taxis, not on a horse . . . Margaret Sullavan wasn’t sure what her next assignment
will be, but said she, “I hope it doesn’t
turn out to be a turkey” . . . Now that the
Filmarte has succumbed to hot weather,
Jean Lenauer is finding the time to take
On a tan . . . Peggy Burns, secretary to
Tom Mulrooney at U A. goes to the altar
June 11 with a foine broth of a lad named
Joe Ferrick.
Charles Stem, UA district manager, was
in Washington and Baltimore this week
and in New Haven last week . . . J. Frey of
Loew’s legal department is coming
and his friends are hoping for a

along
quick

recovery . . . Leo Abrams moves over to
the home office the end of the month as
Universal short subject sales manager,
while Dave A. Levy, M-G-M
New Jersey manager, goes into his spot as local
Universal branch manager, June 19 . . .
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Claude Ezell, partner with Eddie Alperson
in Contestnite, left over the weekend for
a visit to key cities and lining up agents.
He said 20 have already been set. Alperson left Tuesday for the coast where seven
cartoon subjects, which tie in with the
plan, are in work.

tified with the picture business, negotiating to invest in GN, but with the understanding certain changes in management
be made first, according to well-founded
reports . . . Bill Rodgers is smiling these

Henry Danziger of the local Film Board
is vacationing after an operation . . .
Miriam Hopkins and her husband, Anatole Litvak, return to Hollywood in a few
days after a vacation here . . . Sonja Henie
is bound for Norway and a vacation . . .
Mrs. Isabel Turner is guiding exhibitors

William A. Scullly, F. J. A. McCarthy
and William Heineman, comprising Universal’s executive sales power at the home
office, are in the field for about ten days
in the interest of circuit deals. Scully and
McCarthy are due to hit Memphis, New
Orleans and Nashville, while Heineman is
set for Louisville and Detroit, with Scully
for company . . . The Normandie will bring
in Reginald Armour, Ralph Hanbury ayid
Leon Britton for the RKO sales convention, while the Argentine has Bruno Cheli,
Brazilian manager, aboard for the same
purpose . . . Jack Benny, who saw service
during the World War in the navy, has

visiting Warner’s home office on World’s
Fair highlights . . . Hal Wallis’ secretary,
Paul Nathan, is in town while the boss is
abroad . . . Ben Kalmenson is making a
tour of Warner midwest exchanges . . .
Rick Ricketson, head of Fox Intermountain in Denver, has been here for a regular visit to his son at the Taft school in
Connecticut, the same institution where
Spyros Skouras fr. studies.
Walter Gould, assistant to Arthur W.
Kelly, returns from his auto tour of the
Gaspe region in Canada, Tuesday . . .
Warner foreign executives, Sam E. Morris
and Joe Hummel, leave shortly to attend
the Mexican premiere of “Juarez” at the
Palacio de Belles Artes in Mexico City,
June 23 . . . David Toddy, one of RKO’s
talent scouts on Jesse L. Lasky’s new
“Gateway to Hollywood” program is back
in Hollywood after covering some 15,000
miles . . . Clarence V. Hake, 20th-Fox’s
Australian manager, and Norman Bede
Rydge, chairman of Greater Union Theatres’ board, leave for Australia, Monday
. . . Harry Mandel and the missus at the
Alvin the other night enjoying the “Boys
From Syracuse” . . . Fredric March, a
Badger alumnus, will be guest of honor at
the New York Wisconsin alumni’s beer
party atop the Piccadilly Hotel . . . Joe
Schenck planed in from the coast to resume his vacation interrupted a few weeks
ago.
National Theatres’ Notes: Irving Barry,
short subject buyer, returns Monday from
Seattle and Portland after a 10-day visit
to the theatres under his supervision in
the Spyros Skouras Showmanship Campaign. . . Milt Hossfeld has dropped almost nine pounds in the last two weeks
dieting . . . Mrs. Edward Zabel leaves for
the coast the end of the month. She
plans to be gone three months visiting
her folks in Seattle and then going to the
World’s Fair in San Francisco and winding up in Los Angeles . . . George Balsdon
sr., father of George jr. of National Theatres, is vacationing from Skouras’ Victory,
Bayside, L. I., at St. Ann, N. Y. where he
has a camp like his son . . . Aubrey
Schenck
climate.

has taken a liking to the coast’s

Gregory Dickson, formerly with Walt
Disney and Samuel Goldwyn on the coast,
is in town and planning to take it easy for
the next month. He has several offers,
here and on the coast, he is considering,
but meanwhile he is checking up on his
old friends . . . Bill Saal, Republic home
office representative, sailed on the Queen
Mary for a short stay abroad . . . Don
Jacocks is making television a hobby and
friends who have visited his home in New
Jersey say he has one of the most modem
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days, and there’s plenty of them, for a very
good reason . . . Regina Crewe has resigned from the Journal American.

Acceptance! —
Something new and refreshing in the
way of testimonials was recently received by Boxoffice and without further ado is herewith reproduced with
the kind permission of the copyright
owner. The copyright owner, it develops, is none other than William R.
Ferguson, who mildly insisted that
something be said about little Tarzana’s appearance in an M-G-M opus
entitled “Tarzan Finds a Son.”
Tarzana, who is very choosey about
her reading matter, has this to say
about her favorite trade paper :
“Roses are red, cocoanuts are hard,
Music hath charm
I’m for you.”
sets with one of the largest screens available. . . Matty Fox is due from the coast
soon on a periodical trip.
In a world hot and bothered with mundane matters, it becomes something of a
distinct experience to spend a day with
Gertrude and J. Don Alexander aboard the
2 Smiles. Matching its 82 feet of luxurious floating trappings is the hospitality
of the Coloradoans, not forgetting the
solicitude of Gertrude and Charlie Light
. . . Joseph Bernhard held a Warner zone
managers’ meeting at the home office
with James Coston, Chicago; Nat Wolf,
Cleveland; 1. J. Hoffman, New Haven;
Don Jacocks, Newark; Moe Silver, Albany;
Ted Schlanger, Philadelphia; Harry Kalmine, Pittsburgh; John Payette, Washington, and Herbert Copelan, Atlantic City
. . . Al Margolies, UA publicity manager,
has taken a summer place at Ocean Beach,
Fire Island . . . Herbert Yates arrives from
the coast Monday . . . Len Daly of UA
foreign publicity is having his annual hay
fever spell . . . Ben Levine and Mrs. L. —
he’s a UA local booker — are at Grossinger’s
for a week on the prize Ben won last November when the Motion Picture Associates held a raffle for refugees.
Dave Levy left for Atlantic City over the
weekend for a week’s vacation before assuming new duties as local branch manager for Universal. He starts his new job
June 19 and an informal party will be
given at the exchange welcoming him to
Bill Scully’s staff .
on his uppers again
der the weather . . .
these days concerns

. . Edward Rogoff is
after a few weeks unActivity in Wall Street
two bankers, not iden-

been chosen as Hollywood’s representative
at the American Legion’s 21st national convention in Chicago, September 25-28.
Robert Smeltzer, Warner central district
manager for Warner in Washington, was
in town for conferences with Roy Haines
. . . Major Frederick Herron of the Hays
office is being bothered with a sore throat
. . . Without batting an eyelash, Lou Litton comes up with the assertion that Monogram has decided henceforth to eliminate
crooning

from Jack Randall’s film appearnces. . . Broderick Crawford is here
from the coast after finishing a role in
“The Real Glory” . . . The Champlain
brought in from Paris and an all-expense
prize tontrip
Ray Kirkmeyer
Bell of Loew’s
and Ted
of in
theWashingMarlow,
Helena, Mont., who were winners in the
“Marie Antoinette” contest.
Herman

Wobber, general manager of distribution for 20 th Century-Fox, has gone
to Hollywood on production conferences
with Darryl F. Zanuck . . . Dorothy G. Butler, eighth
floor
at Loew’s,
comes Mrs.
Johnreceptionist
Raith July
1 at bethe
Church

of the Immaculate Conception, Astoria, L. I. After the honeymoon Mrs.
Raith will join her husband in the Dutch
West Indies, where he has been transferred . . . Mort Singer of Chicago, Tom Gorman, RKO branch manager of the same
city and Harry McDonald, RKO division
manager in Boston, were among those in
town on business meetings at the home office. . . John J. O’Connor, head of RKO
circuit operations, had a sty removed from
his left eye Friday ... An honorary degree of Doctor of Letters ivas conferred on
Raymond Massey at the 104t/i annual commencement exercises of Lafayette College.
Evelyn Gerstein, doing a field stint for
UA on “Music School” in Cleveland, did a
nifty by getting herself interviewed as a
female film exploiteer as a wedge for a
picture plug. At the last moment she discovered the sponsor expected a plug for his
product as well. Evelyn came through for
the sponsor — a spiel for beer ... If Fred
Meyers looks as though he’s walking around
as stiff as a ramrod you’ll know it’s because
son Joseph, better known as Duke, graduated Valley Forge Military Academy at
Wayne, Pa., and is now headed for either
West Point or Annapolis. Freddie is additionally happy because daughter Bobette
is coming around nicely at New Rochelle
Hospital, after an appendectomy.

E
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Confab on Clearance
JOHN CHRISTY, owner of the Strand,
Watervliet, made one of his infrequent
visits to Filmrow in connection with a twoday show at his theatre for the Schuyler
Park Welfare Society. Christy annually
turns over the house to the society for a
benefit; it buys the pictures, sells the
tickets (for 40 cents) and takes the profit.
Christy’s son, Eddie, manages the theatre
. . . Other tourists on the Alley were:
Mitchell Conery of Ravena, and his booker,
Alan Jones; Frank Williams, Benton circuit booker; Henry Frieder and Henry
Grossman, operators of three theatres in
Hudson; Frank Wieting of the Park,
Cobleskill; Dayton La Pointe of the Crandall, Chatham.
J. W.

Bird

has

closed

the

Arlington,

East
lay
of
Vt.,

Arlington, Vt., and Christopher Buckhas shuttered the Uptown, smaller
his two theatres in Bennington,
exchungemen report. Bird had operated the Arlington solo since February.
Buckley also runs the General Stark in
Bennington . . . Exchanges said to have
received word that William E. Benton was
purchasing the Palace, Saratoga Springs,
from D. J. Harrington and Ben Straus,
manager. This was once a first-run house
and more recently divided playing time
between first and second run. Reputed a
money-maker, its rumored sale caused surprise here. Benton already owns the
Congress mid has a pool with Walter
Readme in the Community, opened last
year. Purchase of the Palace presumably
would mean that Saratoga becomes a
non-competitive spot.
Millard Tubbs will open Lawyer’s Hall
at East Durham in the Catskills soon,
Filmrow reports. Ditto Malcolm Attebury
at the Tamarack Playhouse, Lake Pleasant in the Adirondack^. Girls of the 20th
Century-Fox office gave a shower at the
New Kenmore Hotel for Pearl Magee, who
became the wife of Patrolman George
Merges jr. on June 6. Those attending
were: Helen Wisper, Beatrice Borrell,
Winifred Allen, Betty O'Hare, Gladys
Powell, Kitty Heavenor, Doris Senecal and
Elizabeth Hillis, of the present staff, and
Mrs. Betty Moloney, Sally Singer, Madge
Rider and Emma Decker (now a secretary
with Ross Federal Service, Albany), former employe. A personal gift was presented to the bride. The entire office
staff added to the collection with a floor
lamp.
Two

weddings in the Universal exchange. Gladys Briggs, secretary to Booker
Al Marchetti, became Mrs. Bernard Mantha in a ceremony performed at Averill
Park. Rita Muscio, switchboard operator,
“middle-aisles” with Louis Fiordilino in
St. John’s Roman Catholic Church, Albany, June 11. Universal girls present at
a shower for Miss Muscio in the new Howard Johnson Restaurant here were: Ethel
Anameier, secretary to Manager Joe Engel; Mrs. Catherine Burke, Alice Frender,
Mabel Miles, Jane Flynn and Mrs. Mantha.
Farewell gift to Phil Fox, transferred
to the Buffalo branch of Columbia as
manager, was a set of golf clubs which he
will use left handed, the boys say. Fox
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was guest at a
Local Columbia
other exchanges

dinner in a local hotel.
men, friends from the
and exhibitors attended.

Grassgreen, 20th Century-Fox manager; Neil Heilman, Albany exhibitor, and
Benny Goffstein of the Times Union circulation department, helped to arrange
the affair. Fox has been back once or
twice since the transfer. Joe Miller, his
successor, is well known in the territory,

Called for June 12

Moe

having

opened the local exchange for Columbia 10 years ago. Fox came here from
Boston where he had been a salesman for
the company.
Speaking

of golf, Ralph

Pielow,

Metro

manager, and Gene Vogel, M-G-M salesman, crashed the sports pages of a local
daily with a challenge to City Judge Anthony De Stefano and City License Clerk
Joseph A. Garry for a match. Paper had
publicized that Judge De Stefano, onetime football star, vowed he could go on
the course for the first time in two years,
and with three clubs, defeat Garry, who
uses 20. “On behalf of the two champions
of Motion Picture Row,” Pielow wrote,
they wanted to meet the official pair.
Garry
M-G-M

had refused to accept Pielow’s challenge several years ago, according to the
topper.

Lou Golding, Fabian division manager,
and Joe Shure, Fabian booker, trudge the
fairways striving to cut their scores . . .
Louis Benson, RKO salesman, returned to
work

following an illness which hospitalized him . . . Manager Clayton Eastman,
Chief Booker Schuyler Beattie, Salesmen
Dick Hayes and Weldon Waters boarded
the Paramount convention special heading toward Los Angeles. Incidentally
Southern California is familiar territory to
Hayes. He was once a traveling salesman
there, but not for a film company . . .
Mitch Conery, head of the Conery circuit,
and vice-president of New York Allied,
will attend the national convention in
Minneapolis.
Filmrow was surprised to learn that
Jimmy Fidler in two broadcasts stated
Warner

Bros, would not reissue “ Submarine D- 1” to capitalize on the publicity
given the Squalus disaster. Between the
first and the second Fidler programs, the
film was advertised as top feature on a
show at Rosenthal’s State, Troy, billed as
“The Picture That’s in the News.” “Judge
Hardy’s Children” was the other feature.
State offered a picture of Mickey Rooney
to every child attending the matinee. Fidler editorialized that Warners should reissue the submariner . . . Auditor
nell is at the Republic branch.
Roy

Haines,

Warner

eastern

O’Con-

district

sales manager, and Arthur Saxon, assistant, accompanied Paul Krumenacker, Albany branch manager, to Gloversville for
a huddle with Schine circuit executives . . .
Sid Dwore closed the Palace, Schenectady,
for the summer. His Cameo was not affected. The Ritz, Scotia, also shuttered.
This is the house which Roy Gagnon operated and in which Sam Milberg, Republic
salesman, was reported to have bought an
interest. Report had it that during the
closing, Milberg would make alterations.

New

York — A revision of existing clearance in Troy, Albany and Schenectady
areas will be the subject of a conference
scheduled for June 21 in the office of
H. M. Richey, exhibitor contact for RKO.
The session was called by E. Thornton
Kelly, executive secretary of Allied of New
York, after members charged they were
waiting from 120 to 180 days for product.
Kelly declared he has the assurance of
Si Fabian, who operates RKO houses in
Troy, as well as his own in Schenectady
and Moe Silver, Warner’s Albany branch
manager that they will attend the conference in an effort to untangle the snarl.
John J. O’Connor, head of RKO
circuit
operations, also may sit in, Kelly said. As
many upstate Allied members as possible
will be asked to join in the conference to
present their individual grievances.
Kelly

is scheduled to be at the organization’s Buffalo meeting June 12, after
which he goes to the national Allied conclave in Minneapolis. The Buffalo session
is expected to bring out the unit’s proposals for a reduction of clearance in that
area.
Other unit meetings set are Rochester,
June 21; Syracuse, June 22; Binghamton,
June 23, and New York, June 28.

Brooklyn Strand Dark lor
First Time Since Opening
New York — The Brooklyn Strand is
dark for the first time since it opened, 19
years
ago. Shortage of product and a
ing.
reddish
For

ledger
the

are attributed

past few

years

to the clos-

the house

has

been part of a three-way pool with the
nearby downtown Paramount and Fox, all
under

the active management of Si Fabian. During that time a band and variety
stage policy has been tried with varying
success. In most instances the product,
although first run, has not been so good.
Independents have been called upon in
many instances.
William J. McLaughlin, Strand manager,
will shuttle between the Paramount and
Fox. Teddy Trust, Morton Brecher and
Henry Smetlage of the managerial staff
have also been retained between the two
other pooled units.

Empire Union Held Guilty

Of Contempt. Fined $712
New York — The appellate division of
the New York supreme court has affirmed
a ruling of Supreme Court Justice Aaron
J. Levy, made March 23, and held the
Empire State Motion Picture Operators
Union guilty of contempt, and fined them
$712, payable to Joseph Kimmel, member
of the union for having violated an injunction restraining Empire from removing Kimmel from employment with the
Cocalis Enterprises.
The injunction of Judge Levy was issued
pending trial of an action by Kimmel
against

the union
instate him.

to force Empire
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PHILADELPHIA

Large Scale Telecast
By Baird June 15
New

York — With

arrival on

the Queen

Mary from London of its newly developed
cathovisor tube, Baird Television representatives here are prepared to offer the first
large scale theatre type demonstration of
local telecasts around June 15.
Due to space limitations at the GB home
office here, where the equipment is being
installed under supervision of Ian Javal,
the screen is not expected to exceed 9 by
12 feet. However, Baird is said to have
carried a television broadcast of the Derby
to the New Victoria in London on a 20 by
15 foot screen. More than 1,000 persons
are claimed to have witnessed the telecast.
Baird spokesmen here declare negotiations are still going on to equip a Broadway theatre for experimental purposes. It
is said a number of inquiries from independent circuits operating in Brooklyn and
on Long Island have been received relative
to installation of theatre type equipment.

Two Loew Dividends
New

York — Regular

dividend

been named NTG’s publicity man at the
World’s Fair . . . Iz Barowsky, Rex, will
take over the New Jewel from Herb
Lewis, August 1.
John

Turner, Warner booker, has resigned te handle foreign pictures on his
own in the Philadelphia-W asliington territoy. . . Dave Rosen, Clark Films, spent
five days in Washington supervising transfer of the Trio Exchange into the Clark
Film building . . . Dave Dietz, Fight Pictures, New York, was in town for a week
. . . Stanley -Warner’s Stanley was closed
for a few days getting a new cooling system . . . The Aldine, which isn’t getting
any, will therefore be closed for the summer . . . Frank Jordan is now at the Clearfield. . . Dave Seaman, Forum, won the
$75 prize in the “Honolulu”
contest.

exploitation

of 50 cents

as well as an extra dividend of 50 cents,
payable to Loew’s stockholders June 30,
of record on June 20, was voted at the
monthly board meeting.

1BI fU IF IF A IL CO
^■HIS is too good to keep: From Toronto
came three men of filmdom. They went
to the Lafayette Theatre to call on A.
Charles Hayman, managing director, and
George H. Mackenna, house chief. How
could they know that A. C. and George
had chosen that particular afternoon for
their golf game? Also, how could they
know that Dick Walsh, director of publicity, and Assistant Manager Cassidy were
at lunch? Further, how could they be
aware that nobody, even the President of
the United States, gets by the Lafayette’s
chief doorman without one of three necessaries: A ticket, a pass or an “okay from
upstairs.” It made no difference to him
that the visitors were Nate Blumberg, the
president of Universal; Bill Scully, his
general sales manager, and Frank McCarthy, eastern division sales manager.
They couldn’t get by, even though they
tried the Minnesota shift, the Dartmouth
guards back, the Michigan end-around and
other football plays. They were about to
give it up when Cassidy got back from
lunch. Feverish phoning located Hayman
at his favorite golf course, and he and
Mackenna were back within the hour . . .
Rare, indeed, is the occasion, when three
such highly-placed executives ramble into
a theatre and try to crash the gate. The
doorman? His face didn’t turn a bit red,
nor were there any recriminations.
With Syd Lehman of United Artists,
Jake Lavene of the Academy Theatre,
Charlie Hayman and George MacKenna
of the Lafayette, and Bob Murphy of the
Shea Theatres busy on details, a farewell
BOXOFFICE
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exhibitor
makesto good:
RayBroad
Silverstein,
who used
run the
Street, played in the National Open Golf
Tournament at Spring Mill. Vine Street
golfers were on hand in the cheering section . . . And here’s another: Walter J.
Rothensies, collector of internal revenue
here, used to run a theatre in Red Lion
. . . Sid Stanley, formerly with Fays, has

Harry La Vine, Republic head, out of
town on business . . . Ditto, Dave Barrist,
Quality Premiums . . . Mary Ginther and
Bernice Waldman, Metro, looking lovely
in their pre-season Atlantic City tans . . .
Bill Lafferty’s grinning picture adorns the
cover of Warner Bros.’ monthly exploitation journal, Carry On. He’s being honored for the “Submarine Patrol” campaign he put on at the Liberty, Tacony
. . . Bill Matteson has resigned from the
Studio, taken the managership of the
News. Bill knows his news reels, having
opened the Trans-Lux here . . . Earle
Sweigert led his Paramount delegation off
to the Hollywood convention.
More picture competition: The film season is opening at the national guard
camps in Bethany Beach and Indiantown
Gap . . . Mickey Koeppel, Victoria, reached
the big time in song-writing when a Cincinnati radio station chose one of his
creations as the hit of the week . . . Mollie Ellman, Monogram, is thinking of riding her bicycle to work . . . The Chaney
and Fox dance contest at the Fox is getdinner is scheduled for this Monday night,
in the Variety Club, for Joe Miller, Columbia’s manager here since the Cohns
and associates opened the office a dozen
years ago. Joe is going to Albany, trading offices with Phil Fox. Sydney Samson,
who among Buffalo branch managers has
the longest continuous record of service
here, will be toastmaster.
The Basil Brothers still are adding to
their circuit of community and suburban
theatres. The Star, Tonawanda, is among
the latest. They also are expected to take
over the Liberty about September 1. It
now is operated by Albert Francis, who’s
regional vice-president of Allied Theatres
of New York, Inc.

ting extra publicity through a tieup with
the Daily News . . . RCA signed a contract
with Spyros Skouras’ National Theatre
Amusement Co. to have its engineers service equipment in all his houses . . . Al
Boyd, Boyd circuit, is busy with financial
matters in common pleas court.
Showman’s Club is planning a bang-up
testimonial dinner for Ray O’Rourke, former star. Al Blofson, National Penn, is
arranging things, will have as guests such
notables as Judge Raymond Bolger, Director of Health Charles F. Nassau, and
the former Elks’ head, Charles Grakelow
... Ed Lerman, Seville, is arranging a new
kind of amateur contest. Electrical recordings will be made of all singers, and
sent to movie and radio scouts.
Federal Theatre is going on the air from
a Woodside Park auditorium. More competi on. . . Jerry Wollaston, Rio, Harrisburg, sent a “cowboy” around town to
boost “Renegade Trail.” He stopped at
schools, asked questions on Texas history,
gave tickets for right answers . . . Herb
Elliott, Fern Rock, still feels blue about
the loss of $435 to the burglar who broke
into the house on Memorial Day . . .
Kutztown, Pa., borough council has banned
Sunday films . . . Everett Callow, Warner’s,
attended the Springfield, 111., premiere of
“Young

Mr. Lincoln.”

Gus Miriani, Frankford, has moved
across the river to manage the Princess.
He switches posts with Charles Thompson . . . Alexander Graham, Rio, Camden,
is putting in air-conditioning . . . Lillian
Rosentour, 20th-Fox, seeing a doctor about
her eyes . . . Edgar Moss, 20th-Fox, took
some Scranton visitors down to the Delaware Racetrack . . . Nathan Silver, Earle,
Allentown, is out of the hospital . . . Joe
Bergin got himself lots of publicity by
lending the Stanley, Chester, for a general
assembly of Chester High students.
Sunday shows
by Allen Benn’s
Stamper’s Rivoli
Valencia and his

have been discontinued
Belmont and Columbus
and Locust . . . Eddie
Paradise Islanders, who

provided some of the music for “Hurricane” arid “Honolulu” are in town at the
Hotel Adelphia . . . Max Miller, News, used
his head by getting the submarine picture
“ Devil’s Playground” for a revival run,
tying it up with the Squalus and Thetis
disasters.
A wave of weddings — or maybe we can
call it an epidemic — has been sweeping
the Warner circuit. Among the boys who
have recently put up two bucks for marriage licenses are Jean R. Falco, Savoy;
Isadore Margolis, Model; Henry Russo,
Auditorium; Bernard Rothbard, Earle;
Paul Hurvitz, Avon; John C. Campbell,
Holme; Woodrow Ecker, Majestic; Anthony Stiegerwalt, Allegheny; Samuel Miller, Earle; Fulton Seeny, Center — and
there are others . . . Boy scout exhibition,
provided by local troops, was put up by
Charles Crowley, Globe, Vineland, to boost
“Scouts to the Rescue” . . . Sam Phillippe,
Plaza, went on the air to plug the French
picture, “More

du Cygne.”
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Picket Consolidated Lab
After New Pact Refusal
QARLTON DUFFUS, M-G-M exploiteer,
and Mrs. Duffus celebrated their sixth
wedding anniversary with a dinner party

Metro salesman . . . Archie Rose, RKO, is
a sports-stylist on the tennis courts, what
with the latest in shorts and socks . . .

at Napoleon’s . . . Mr. and Mrs. Philip
Kenworthy, together with guests from New
York, joined in the festivities . . . Barrett

Variety’s softball team is tied for third
place in the local league . . . Aaron Coplin, Baltimore, has become associated with
the New Munroe Theatre . . . Metro’s Dot
Berman and Irving Friedenburg , together

Kiesling, Metro’s traveling ambassador of
goodwill, visited the local exchange . . .
“Bobby” Levine, Colony, Portsmouth, Va.,
has announced June 16 as the opening day
for his new State Theatre in Portsmouth
. . . Allen Kahn, Curtis Bay, Md., visited
Filmrow . . . “Mike” Leventhal, Baltimore,
also made the rounds.
B. Bernard Kreisler, Universal branch
manager, had the leading role in his current air epic erititled “Forced Landing.”
With Akron as his objective for the holiday weekeiid Bernie chose the airways as
the mode of transportation, took off on
Saturday from the local airport and headed west. Approaching Hagerstown, Md.
one of the twin motors blew a piston mid
died. Airport officials radioed the pilot to
land in Martinsburg , W. Va., but a torn-up
landing field prevented same. Hagerstown,
Md. remained to be the only haven. When
the other motor sputtered, orders were
given to prepare for a forced landing. The
passengers, realizing their predicament,
became panicky. At last, a field was
sighted and the plane was let down to a
bumpy but safe landing. Passengers were
conveyed back to the Washington Airport
in special cars to re-embark on another
plane. The passenger list dwindled, yet
Bernie joined the few who chose to risk
the second venture.
Jess Smith, RKO booker, is proudly announcing his daughter’s award of a fouryear scholarship at St. Cecilia’s Academy
. . . Fred Rohrs, UA branch manager,
spent the weekend at Arundel on the Bay,
after returning from a trip through the
Virginia territory . . . UA’s Marcy Plant
and Dorothy Pollock will check off another year of wedded bliss during this
month of June . . . Dave Rosen, Clark Film,
Philadelphia, visited the local exchange
and announced the acquisition of the Trio
Productions to their service . . . Barney
Frank, Universal salesman, spent the weekend with his family on Long Island . . .
“Spud” Querry of Marion. Va., visited
Filmrow ... A steak roast was given at
Bear’s Den, Bluemont, Va. by Blanche Hall
in honor of the first wedding anniversary
of Mr. and Mrs. Ferris Thomas . . . Mr.
and Mrs. Harry Bachman and Olmsted
Knox represented Filmrow . . . James
Craig, English Theatre Co., Alta Vista, Va.,
is resting in the Catskills . . . Mr. and
Mrs. Jack Fruchtman, Paramount, although unable to attend the convention
on the coast, traveled east to Universal’s
“pep-luncheon” that was held at the exchange.
Bertha Boyd, Paramount, is spending
her vacation in Bermuda . . . Myra McConnell, 20th-Fox, is confined to her home
with tonsilitis . . . Joseph Kronman, Metro
cashier, is sporting a nifty tan as the result of his continuous golfing while on vacation. . . June 4 was 28 th wedding anniversary for Mr. and Mrs. Harry Cohen,
32-D

with “Mac” McConnell of Sidney Lust’s
office, chose 3 a. m. on Sunday as the
starting time for their fishing party at
Breezy Point, Md. . . . Nate Sauber, former
Universal branch manager, has recovered
from his recent illness and paid a visit to
his former employes at the local branch.
Joe Young advises that air-conditioning
is
being installed in Baltimore’s Variety
Club.

J^NOTHER theatre was added to the
rapidly growing list of Sunday shows
when Ben Somma opened his Henrico
Theatre in Highland Springs for the first
time last week ... At the same time Ben
Pitts ordered the Patrick Henry closed
except on Friday and Saturday for the
duration of the hot weather . . . The showing of Sunday films in Buena Vista will
be decided at the July term of the circuit
court . . . Mildred Ament, cashier of the
Westhampton Theatre, sang on the amateur broadcast from the stage of the Byrd
Wednesday night.
The sudden hot weather brought out the
“cooler inside” banners and special ads in
the papers . . . Dave Peterson, Altec engineer from Washington, was in town last
week relieving Mervin Ullman . . . Garrett
Leahey, who is manager out at the Westhampton, while Stewart Tucker is at the
State, is a former member of the Richmond Light Infantry Blues and was very
active at the recent 150 th anniversary
celebration . . . Among those going to the
World’s Fair in New York are the following rnembers of the National staff: Albert
Naylor-Foote, Worth Watkins, Bernard
McCann and Emerson Henry . . . Ashby
Mahon, local boy who has been singing
over CBS, was an added attraction with
Eddie Weaver at Loew’s last week.
Conrad McRee, assistant manager of the
State and his fiancee, Marian Whiteside,
who are expected to get married in October, already have started shopping for an
apartment . . . Pierre Boulogne, manager
of the Norva, Norfolk, and born in France,
expects to take out his final papers in
September . . . The Park team, captained
by Lee Smoot, is in first place in the Wilmer and Vincent Summer Duckpin League
at Haskins, followed by the Colonial. The
two Thompson boys are holding all the
records, Walter rolling a set of 335,
and James, a single game of 129 . . . David
Garber and Edward Cummings, State employes, are planning to visit Houston on
their vacations next month. David’s sister and brother-in-law, Francis Deering,
live in Houston, where Francis manages
the Loew Theatre.

New

York

— A

picket line was

thrown

around the Consolidated Laboratories at
Fort Lee, N. J„ as approximately 250 members of the Motion Picture Laboratories
Technicians union, Local 702, went out on
strike Thursday night when the company
refused
contract. the union’s demands for a new
Negotiations between Local 702 and Consolidated have been going on for 13 months
and broke down last week when the union
flatly rejected the company’s counterwage proposals.
Union officials state it is demanding a
similar contract to the one which was signed by De Luxe laboratories a month ago.
The contract called for slight revision of
the wage scale.
According to the union, the strike has
been authorized by the executive board of
the IATSE of which Local 702 is an affiliate. Strike headquarters have been set up
a short distance from the plant. An emergency strike fund has been amassed to
wage the strike.
The walkout forced Universal Newsreel,
which was issuing a special on the arrival
of the King and Queen, to print its reel
elsewhere. Despite the delay, an executive reports it was released on time.
Some of the accounts handled by Consolidated are Republic, RKO, National
Screen, Metro’s foreign prints and Universal.

Summers Advance Brings
Thirteen New Closings
New

York — As June

neared

the half-way

mark. 13 additional theatre closings are
reported in the metropolitan area.
The most notable is the Brooklyn Strand,
owned by Warner and operated in a pooling agreement by Fabian, which has shut
down for the first time in its history.
Brandt has closed the Clifton, Manhattan.
Consolidated has shuttered the Ascot, Avalon and Mt. Eden, all in the Bronx.
Randforce closes the Wilson, Brooklyn,
June 15. The Cumberland will be closed
by the Stamatus circuit June 12. The
Broadmoor, Bloomfield, N. J., closes July 5.
Other closings are the Empire, Rahway,
N. J., Windsor, Manhattan, Cinema, Brooklyn and Plaza, Mt. Vernon. The Rivoli,
West New York, will close Wednesday and
Thursday of each week beginning June 21.

Pathe Film Nets $9,901 in
Three-Month Span
New

York — Pathe

Film

and

subsidiaries

reports net profit of $9,901 for three
months ended March 31. Du Pont, of which
35 per cent of the stock is owned by the
parent company, had a net profit for the
same period of $395,000, as compared with
$329,000 in the corresponding period in
1938. Earnings on the common stock interest totaled $138,000 in 1939, as compared
with $115,000 in 1938.

New York
“Routine”
was the word
UA — Meet
"Routine"
used by a spokesman to describe the UA
stockholders’ meeting.
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(Hollywood

Office — Suite 219 at 6404 Hollywood

Produclion Steps Up

A Bigger

With 44 Grinding

On

Production has stepped up again, the
total now standing at 44, and with ten
other vehicles due to be sent into work
immediately.
Columbia is filming five, none new
starts. Metro rolled “Balalaika” to' total
nine. Monogram gunned “Mr. Wong in
Chinatown,” giving it two in work. “The
World on Parade” and “$1,000 a Touchdown” received the starting nod at Paramount to raise that plant’s total to eight.
RKO
activity has dwindled to three,
while Republic continues filming on a pair.
Neither studio has any new starts scheduled. Twentieth Century-Pox started a
pair, “The Adventures of Sherlock
Holmes” and “Heaven With a Barbed
Wire Fence.” However, three others
went into the cutting rooms, dragging the studio’s total down to four. Delayed a week, Selznick International
rolled “Intermezzo” for United Artists release, the UA total thus rising to four.

Universal launched “Bachelor’s Baby”
and “Desperate Trails,” but finished another, to emerge with a six-picture total.
Warner upped its total to seven by rolling “On Your Toes” and “The “Dead End
Kids at Military School.”

Studio-Labor

Talks Held

Absence
by Casey's
UpUnexpected
delay of Pat Casey,

Hays
office labor contact, in returning here
from New York has given another setback
to plans for setting a definite date for the
annual

producer-labor conferences concerning revisions in basic studio working
agreements. Casey, it is now anticipated,
will arrive here June 11, and is expected
shortly afterward to meet with studio
managers and his west-coast lieutenant,
Victor Clarke, to review the labor situation. The basic agreement parleys are
now several months overdue, Casey having
extended his eastern visit considerably
over expectations because of his efforts in
connection with the Local 37-IATSE tiff.
The regular monthly meeting of the
producers association, called for June 5,
was postponed indefinitely because of the
absence of Joseph M. Schenck and Y.
Frank Freeman, both of whom were out
of the city. Members were scheduled to
hear reports on the status of negotiations
for working agreements with crafts.
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Blvd; Ivan

Spear,

Unit Shifts

By IVAN SPEAR
Warner’s transfer of its entire short
subjects production unit to Hollywood;
Universal’s earlier disclosure that it, too,
will confine its shorts making largely to
coast;

and

a partial step in the

same direction by at least one other studio— Columbia — indicates this division of
film-making will, during the 1939-40 season, show an increase of aproximately 35
per cent, insofar as Hollywood is concerned, as compared with the previous year.
The

survey

leading

to this

conclusion

covers plans as announced by all the majors, save Paramount, which include short
subjects on their schedules, and reveals
the following:
The new season will see around 345
shorts made in Hollywood by six major
studios, as compared to approximately 258
produced

during the 1938-39 season. Correspondingly, eastern production will be

cut from an approximate 285 during 193839 to a probable 175 for the new year, of
which a considerable bulk will be in the
form

of newsreels and independently-produced subjects for major release.

Silent at Paramount
Paramount attaches here could

throw

no light on that company’s plans for the
new season pending the arrival of Lou
Diamond, chief of the short subjects division, for the anual sales convention. Predictions were, however, there probably will
be no increase on the west coast and production here will be limited to six or eight
“Popular

Science”

shorts,

same

as

last

year.
Warner, of course, contributes largest
to the increase. It will make 78 subjects,
varying

in length

from

one

to four reels,

and, additionally, will release Leon Schlesinger’s cartoon output of 42 subjects, for
a 120-picture total. During 1938-39, the
Burbank plant ground out six shorts, while
Schlesinger contributed 42 cartoons, for
a total of 48. The increase in Hollywood
shorts-making activity for the plant thus
stands at 150 per cent. Statement from
Jack

Manager)

Role for Short Films

Coast After

the west

Western

L. Warner, commenting on the company’s decision to concentrate shorts production here, declared the move was made

as an “important link” in the company’s
campaign to eliminate dual billing. It was
inspired, he said, by the belief the quality of the shorts can be appreciably im-

proved because of the wider selection of
talent available in this territory. Most of
the subjects will be filmed in color. Bryan
Foy will have general supervision, with
Gordon Hollingshead as active supervisor
of the department.
The Universal lineup for Hollywood thus
far totals 39 — 26 cartoons from Walter
Lantz and 13 musical shorts under the
“Mentone” label. These latter will be
handled, according to present plans, by
Milton Schwarzwald, who was shifted here
some months ago from New York, where
he had

supervised shorts production previously. Universal made no shorts in Hollywood in 1938-39, confining its activity
to releasing 26 Lantz cartoons. The new
season,

therefore, will represent an increase of 50 per cent over the previous
Columbia

year.
Although

shorts-making
western studios
some

the

Output

not by any

Up

means

activity in
will show an

a landslide,
Columbia’s
increase of

16 per cent. Figures currently available indicate that approximately 74 subjects will be filmed here, a gain of 10 over
1938-39 output.

Although the entire Metro shorts output will, with one or two exceptions, be
made at the Culver City plant — following
the procedure set several years ago — it
has, paradoxically enough, dragged down
the Hollywood total by cutting its 1939-40
output to 79, compared to the 90 ground
out here last season. Two, and possibly
more, Robert Benchley shorts may be made
in New York.
RKO Radio will, as last year, make 24
shorts in Hollywood, with the bulk of its
program, including the March of Time
reels, coming from New York. Twentieth
Century-Fox, according to all reports, has
no intention of shifting any portion of its
short subjects unit to the coast.

Langton Temporary Story
Head lor Paramount
Pending
from New

the arrival of Richard Halliday
York in July, F. D. Langton is

acting head of Paramount’s story and
scenario departments. Halliday will take
over the story division and Langton will
continue to handle the writers. Manny
Wolfe previously held both positions.

Television Films of
Commercial Nature
One

of the first concrete

steps to date

linking Hollywood film-making with rapidly-developing television is being taken
by Lon Young, independent producer,
who

has incorporated Lon Young Productions for the purpose of making commercial films for use in sight-and-sound
broadcasting by merchandising sponsors

who

What's

scripts for four pictures in work. He declares four commercial accounts, including food, transportation and an electrical
manufacturing concern, already have been
signed. Freeman Lusk, public relations
counsel and merchandising advisor, is
associated with Young.

to Be Said? —

A poi?it in the script of “Isle of Destiny’’ seems to be up for discussion as
Franklyn Warner (center), president of Fine Arts Pictures, threshes it out
with William Gar pan (right) who is starring in FA’s Cosmocolor production.
Arthur Hoerl, who wrote the screenplay , is at the left and Samuel Berkowitz, FA’s executive manager, is the onlooker.
eral sales manager and eastern representative. Jerome Olenick will handle advertising and publicity. Sig Neufield is in

Independent Filming
Spurred by Judell
Future of independent motion picture
production was given considerable of an
impetus with the return to Hollywood of
Ben Judell and amplification of his previously announced plans to produce and
distribute a big program for 1939-40.
Over and above the 36 features which
he recently announced would be made
during the new year, Judell has laid plans
for production of another series of 24
westerns, the entire output of 60 pictures
to be made under the banner of Producers Picture Corp. and distributed by
the Producers Distributing Corp., in both
of which organizations Judell will serve
as president and treasurer. Other officers
will include Harvey Judell, secretary, and
Clara Judell, vice-president, each of whom
will hold the same posts in both the producing and distributing organizations.
The $1,000,000 budget set for the original
36 features will be expanded because of the
24 westerns added to the schedule.
Judell has just perfected distribution
arrangements in Indianapolis with Lee
Goldberg, of Big Feature Rights, Inc., on a
franchise arrangement, and has a similar
deal with Goldberg in Cleveland and Cincinnati; with Lou Lefton, Monarch Pictures, Pittsburgh; Melvin Hirsch and Bert
Kulick, Syndicate exchange, New York;
Harry Asher, Boston ; Bill Flemion and Ann
O’Donnell, Excellent Pictures, Detroit; and
Armand Cahn, San Francisco. In addition, Judell has appointed Arthur Burke
to manage his own exchange in Kansas
City, and will shortly open an exchange in
Los Angeles, although no manager has been
appointed. Judell also is setting up his
own branches in Philadelphia and Washington in addition to those now operated
in Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Louis.
Harry

34

Rathner

has been

appointed

wish to experiment in the new medium. Young has taken office and production space at Grand National, and has

gen-

charge of production under Judell’s supervision, and six associate producers will be
signed to handle production.
Temporary quarters have been obtained
by Judell at 1033 North Cahuenga Ave.,
in Hollywood.

Siegel Into New Product
Lineup Alter Vacation
Following a month’s absence in New
York and the West Indies, M. J. Siegel
has returned to his desk as production
head of Republic. He immediately plunged Into last-minute conferences with Herbert J. Yates, chairman of the board, prior
to the latter’s departure
a five- week stay here.

for the east after
Yates and Siegel

“Television is moving in fast,” Young
points out, “and has arrived at the stage
now where it does work. The United States
is still about 45 years behind England in
its development, but I venture to predict
that within a year we will be 45 years
ahead

of May
them.”Obviate

Young

Handicap

explained the televising of commercial films will obviate audio-visual

broadcasting’s greatest current handicap
— the fact that, thus far, no scientific
means have been devised to extend the
radius of a television wave beyond 50
miles. Films, however, can be televised
simultaneously in every sight-and-sound
unit in the country, thus increasing coverage many times.
Cathedral Pictures has completed filming of its first independent production,
“The Great Commandment,” starring John
Beal, and Beal has headed for New York
for a radio engagement. Irving Pichel
directed for Associate Producer Jack Coyle.
Head of the company is the Rev. James K.
Friedrich of the Beverly Hills Episcopal
Church.
Sole

production

currently

in

work

at

went over the new season’s production
plans and budgets, which Yates set during
his visit, and discussed plans for the
launching of the next $750,000 budgeted

Grand National is “Isle of Destiny,” a Fine
Arts production for which President
Franklyn L. Warner has, asi yet, negotiated
no release. Being filmed in Cosmocolor,

production, for which three vehicles are
up for consideration. E. H. Goldstein, studio manager, has been sitting in for Siegel

the picture

during the latter’s absence.
As revealed when Republic’s 1939-40
product plans were announced, Yates has
scheduled a heavy boost in expenditures
on all the company’s product,
three films to be made on
dollar

with at least
the million-

scale lavished on “Man of Conquest.” Considerable construction and remodeling of studio facilities, as well as

improvement of the recently-annexed
property, will also be undertaken.
Sam Engel, associate producer at Selznick International, has returned from
England, where he spent several weeks

may

be

turned

over

for dis-

tribution by GN as a part of FA’s releasing deal with that company. Meantime
GN is scheduling a June 25 start on the
first of its projected series of musical
westerns starring Max Baer.

Second

lor Dmytryk

Second directorial assignment at Paramount for Edward Dmytryk, former film
editor, is “The World
ing William Henry

on Parade,”
and Janet

featurWaldo.

Dmytryk drew director’s credit for “Million Dollar Legs,” taking over when Nick
Grinde withdrew because of illness.

picking

up background material for “Rebecca,” next on S-I’s schedule following
“Intermezzo.”
Details of the recent application by

Television Laboratories, to the coast for
conferences with studio executives and

Paramount to incorporate Television Productions at Sacramento brought Mortimer
Loewi, chairman of the board of DuMont

legal counsel. Paramount owns a substantial interest in the DuMont corporation. Loewi planned only a short stay.
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THE budgetary and personnel alphabet SPEARHEADS
out

Metro

way

seems

to have

If anything should happen to Sarah's
screaming apparatus, the picture-makers can
find a realistic substitute by recording the
audible reactions of most exhibitors to the

gone

into reverse — if a survey of the recent
product from the Culver City plant may be
taken as a criterion.

current

Like most major companies, Leo’s writing, directorial, production and Thespic
rosters are roughly split into two divisions,
one including those assigned to work on

Or

in the million-dollar-or-better pictures, the other listing the lesser lights
doomed to making the more modestly
bankrolled contributions to celluloid art.

others — have come such unquestioned
boxoffice and entertainment hits as “The
Hardys,” “The Kildares,” “Tell No Tales,”
“Society Lawyer,” “The Kid From Texas”
and, more recently, “Tarzan Finds a Son”
and “Maisie.” Weigh these comparatively low-budgeted features from a perspective of fan acceptance and critical reacnotch

tion with those on which the studio’s topactors, directors and producers have

been utilized — “Ice Follies,” “Lucky Night,”
“Stand Up and Fight” and “Broadway
Serenade,” for example, — and the answer
is obvious.

the question as to what will be done with
the score or more of stories which, during
the past year, have been announced as
starring vehicles for them. Looks like
Humphrey Bogart and John Garfield will
have to die for dear old Sing Sing . . .
alone and unaided.

are

many

most contender for the year’s Academy
as it has already been for consen-

sus of critical acclaim. A thoroughly human, down-to-earth, masterpiece of entertainment, it is difficult to decide how
much of the picture’s simple and homespun greatness is attributable to Fonda’s
triumphant enactment of the title role
and how much of the credit is due Kenneth Macgowan for production excellence,
John Ford for inspired direction and Lamar Trotti for a screenplay which reflects
painstaking care and research. Nor can
one overlook an impressive and sterling
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unusual

accomplishments

which permit Hollywoodians to wrest a living from the celluloid vineyards. Consider
Sarah Schwartz, whose claim to fame rises
out of her

ability to scream

blood-curdlingly

than

more

anyone

lustily and

else thus

far to

come to the attention of filmdom's talent
scouts. Whenever a spine-tingling shriek is
called for in a script, the producer or director immediately sends out an S. O. S. call
for Sarah.
most

recent

phone came from
recting "The Man
ward Small.

Lincolniana

honors

are concrowding

How

urgent
Director
in the

call to the
James
Iron

and

micro-

Whale,

Mask"

di-

Under
Chamber
and

*

Universal’s “The Sun Never Sets” and
Metro’s “Maisie” emerged as the best of
the trailing pack — the former because of
its impressive production mounting, the
latter because of its surprisingly high entertainment yield in the face of a modest budget and buildup1. “The Sun Never
Sets,” with its high-powered cast and
trappings, should earn recognition above
the present run of Hollywood’s celluloid
output by dint of excellent performances
and an interesting study of British tradition and the Englishman’s devotion to the
empire in the face of almost insuperable
odds. Rowland V. Lee both produced and
directed from a screenplay by W. P. Lipscomb, based upon an original by Jerry
Horwin and Arthur Fitz-Richard. “Maisie”
is a thoroughly ingratiating, laugh-a-minute comedy-drama, played to the hilt by
Ann Sothern and Robert Young, and invested with a rare and original sparkle
by Producer J. Walter Ruben, Director
Edwin L. Marin and Scenarist Mary C.
McCall jr. It will, with little doubt, be
an agreeable addition to any type of program.

sure the sun

never

sets on

the

auspices

of

of Commerce,

the

Los

the major

Angeles

film plants

civic

organizations

for

the

purpose

couraging movie-struck young

of

dis-

Thespians

from trying to crash Hollywood and attain
stardom in motion pictures. She hopes to
convince them that the studios will seek
them

out if they

display

genuine

talent.

But, albeit her mission is of a very
ous and worthwhile nature. Miss Rose,

seriwith

typical Hollywood inconsistency and irresistible propensity toward glamour, is being sent
forth in an automobile which bears upon its
sleek

black

nearly

500 of the film citadel's leading celebrities— thereby partially nullifying the effectiveness of her debunking pilgrimage.

paint

the

original

signatures

of

Lackadaisia

season’s best with ample praise due all
ing.
who had a part in its creation and film*

Grew.”

the Hays office, Louise Rose is embarking on a nationwide lecture tour in which
will speak before theatre groups and

for Ed-

supporting cast, in which Alice Brady is
the highlight, when the kudos are being
distributed. In short, it is one of the

*

They

the Goldwyn empire, Big-Hearted Sam has
opened his private sun-deck, showers and
swimming pool to all his employes . . .
heretofore only available to executives.

she
There

Her

— or of many weeks, for that matter.
Darryl Zanuck is credited with having
said that he considers the Henry Fonda
starrer his greatest accomplishment, which
is a pretty big order, as even the most
casual motion picture observer must agree,
but one which the offering has little trouble in filling. Seldom has the screen witnessed so fine — and never a better — characterization as the Fonda delineation of
the Great Emancipator during his early
manhood in the backwoods of Illinois.
Certainly his performance will be a fore-

and

Just to make

The “Dead End Kids” will terminate
their Warner contract on June 30 and
check off the Burbank lot. Which poses

Twentieth Century-Fox’s “Young Mr.
Lincoln,” one of six features submitted to
the scrutiny of Hollywood’s first-night and
critical audiences, completely dominated
the local preview scene — first, because of
the lavish trappings of its premiere, and,
secondly, by virtue of the fact that it was
far and wide the best picture of the week

product.

wait until the showmen
fronted with the problem of

Peppers

of yore, before alphabetical designation of pictures became decidedly de

trop, they were quaintly known as “A”
and “B” productions.
From the humble “B” category — including Producers Sam Zimbalist, Edgar Selwyn, Lou Ostrow, J. Walter Ruben and

of Hollywood

“Heaven With a Barbed Wire Fence” on
the same marquee with “The Five Little

and

In days

run

The “just picture” category included
Universal’s “Inside Information,” RKO
Radio’s “The Girl and the Gambler” and
Paramount’s “Grand Jury Secrets.”
The Universal offering proved to be a
decidedly standardized version of the familiar cops-and-robbers model, with little
to distinguish it from scores of similar efforts cast in the same mold. However, it
still was ably enough produced, directed
and enacted to make it entirely suitable
for program filler. Production was handled by Irving Starr, Charles Lamont directed and Alex Gottlieb brewed the script
from an original by Martin Mooney and
Burnet Hershey.
Other

than

some

tuneful

Mexican

music

and dancing, and valiant Thespic efforts
by Leo Carrillo, Steffi Duna and Tim Holt,
RKO Radio’s “The Girl and the Gambler”
— another re-make of that old-timer, “The
Dove” — is quite inadequate in virtually
every respect. A combination of creaky
comedy, mulled-over melodramatics and
antiquated situations, it will probably encounter tough sledding except on extremely minor bookings. Cliff Reid produced
and Lew Landers directed.
Paramount

turned

out

a

fair piece

of

racket-busting entertainment in “Grand
Jury Secrets,” boasting several original
twists in the screenplay and fast-paced
direction by James Hogan. Sam Engel
produced.
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Charges of "Pressure” Against
"Boy Slaves” Seem Baseless
An investigation by Boxoffice reveals
that Associated Film Audiences might
have been seeing ghosts when it charged
the lack of playing time given to RKO
Radio’s "Boy Slaves” in this territory was
attributable to organized opposition to
the picture from certain reactionary
women’s

groups which include the reviewing and censorship of motion pictures
among their activities.
The accusation came from Donald Murray, executive secretary of the AFA, and
was first directed against the Business and

Professional Women of Los Angeles, Murray declaring that organization had applied pressure upon RKO studio and distribution executives to "play down” the
film, and that, consequently, its release
here has been limited to but one first-run
booking. Murray said the “nominal” reasons for such pressure was the charge
that the picture would have had “a bad
effect on young people of the community.”
However, he pointed out, the AFA was
“forced to conclude the film was objected
to because it exposed the atrocious conditions of child labor.”
The AFA’s charges were branded as
“completely ridiculous,” however, by the
Business and Professional Women’s group
through a
spokeswoman, Mrs. Odessa
Davis, who holds the title of motion picture preview chairman. Mrs. Davis declared she, in company with the reviewers
from 11 other women’s groups, attended
a showing of “Boy Slaves” under the
auspices of the Hays office and admits
writing an unfavorable
ture for her club’s

Homeward

review of the picmonthly bulletin.

Bound —

Hal Forrest, creator of the “Tailspin
Tommy” newspaper strip which Monogram has produced for the screen, is
shown here as he left New York for
his Glendale, Cal., home after signing a contract with United Features
to syndicate his feature for the next
five years. It ivas formerly distributed through the Bell Syndicate.

Strenuously
member of

denying she, or any other
the group, had approached

RKO officials with a demand the picture’s
playing-time here be minimized, Mrs.
Davis, nevertheless, commented
she
“wouldn’t hesitate to exert such influence” if she thought it would carry any
weight, on the grounds that the film, in
her opinion, “should have been treated
with more emotional control.” Her review
termed “Boy Slaves” a “sordid, depressing melodrama, whose original purpose
may have been a worthy one, but the
exaggerated treatment of which renders it
too gruesome to be called entertainment.”
The clubwoman was vehement in setting
forth her belief in social progress coupled
with the “exercise of intelligence” and
pointed out she is “firmly behind” moves
to abolish child labor.
Studio

Concurs

Mrs. Davis’ viewpoint was borne out by
representatives of the RKO
studio, who
declared they had heard of no such “pressure” against “Boy Slaves.” Thisi was concurred in by Frank Sindler, assistant manager of RKO’s Los Angeles exchange, who
further declared his office had received
no complaints from contractees that any
individuals or groups had tried to prevent them from booking the film. Sindler admitted, however, the film has had
only one booking here — first-run at the
Orpheum, downtown, March 22-28; but
accounted for this by explaining the picture, for one reason or another, was one
of those not infrequent productions which
exhibitors try not to pick up if they can
find a suitable substitute.
Murray, of the AFA, then revised his
charges by withdrawing his allegations
that the Business and Professional Women
were

behind the “pressure,” but maintained some as yet untraceable organization has been attempting to curtail widespread showings of the film. To combat

this organized “interference,” Murray
said, the AFA is planning a special meeting at which “Boy Slaves” will be
screened for the membership and a campaign will be mapped out in an effort to
bring the RKO
picture into as many
theatres in the territory as is possible —
in line with the
screen” platform.

AFA’s

“freedom

of the

Other

activities of Hollywood’s progressive organizations found the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League joining with a
number of film colonists in protesting
Cuba’s action in refusing admission to
some 907 German-Jewish refugees. A
cable was sent to President Federico Bru,
of that country, signed by Edward G.
Robinson, Miriam Hopkins, Carl Laemmle
jr. and others declaring the return of the
refugees to Germany would be construed
as “Cuba’s crime against humanity.”
Other signatories included Anatole Litvak,
Frank Tuttle, Donald Ogden Stewart,
Viola Brothers Shore, Herbert Biberman
and Marian Spitzer. More wires, urging
action be taken, were sent President
Roosevelt, Secretary of State Hull and Col.
Fulgencio Batista, Cuba’s military leader.
The Motion Picture Guild has selected

Achievements

Honored —

Honoring their achievements in motion picture endeavor. Dr. Rufus B. von
KleinSmid, president of the University of Southern California, presents May
Robson and Jack L. Warner with awards on behalf of the American Institute of Cinematography at the institute’s recent annual banquet.
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Frank
The

Davis to produce “School for Barbarians,” from the book by Erika Mann.
factual expose of Nazi educational

principles will serve as the MPG’s initial
production venture, for which it hopes to
secure a major release.
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Dickson East on Vacation
Alter Quitting Goldwyn
John Peere Miles has moved into the
post of publicity director for Samuel
Goldwyn, following the resignation of
Gregory Dickson after a month’s service.
Miles held the spot previous to Dickson’s
appointment and had been serving as
Dickson’s assistant. The latter has pulled out for New York and Maine for a vacation of about six weeks before returning
to Hollywood
iation.

and

announcing

a new

affil-

Completing his contract after ten years
of service as a director and assistant director, William McGann has checked off
the Warner payroll. His last assignment
was “The Hobby Family.”
The Screen Actors Guild reported calls
for extras during May totaled more than
26,000, approximately 4,000 more than the
highest previous month, March, of this
year. Players earned nearly $280,000, also
a new record for the year.
Bob Fender, formerly of Paramount’s
publicity department and the Lord and
Thomas advertising agency, has joined the
publicity staff at Selznick International
under William Hebert. Also added to the
department was Milt Gold, who has been
assigned to handle the still photography on
“Intermezzo.”
Joe Collum, who resigned recently as
casting director for Hal Roach after five
years at the studio, has been named talent
director for Maurice Kosloff in the CudiaColor laboratory. Kosloff became affiliated recently as an associate.
Walt Disney has signed Vernon Caldwell as a talent scout, seeking promising
artists and developing talent already in
the studio.

Injury Halts Film
Production on “Here I Am, a Stranger”
has been suspended pending the recovery
of Richard Greene, who fractured his leg
in an automobile mishap. He is expected
to report back to 20th Century-Fox in
about two weeks. William Seiter is directing the film.

To Wallis Unit
Mark Hellinger has been transferred
from the Bryan Foy production unit to
Hal Wallis’ staff at Warner, and has been
assigned to handle the re-make of “OneWay Passage,” as well as “Tombstone,”
sequel to “Dodge City.”

Court Contest for Local 37’s
Control Nearing Climax
"Scat" Davis Completes
Short ; Off on P, A,
Delayed a week through his assignment
to a Warner short subject, Johnnie (Scat)
Davis has left on the first lap of a tour
that will extend from three to four

Court fight for control of Local 37 being carried on by ite ousted officers against
international executives of the IATSE has
entered its last lap, from all aspects, with
the dispatching of attorneys to Tucson,
Ariz., to secure a deposition from George
Browne, international president. His

months. His unit includes an 18-piece
orchestra. It opens in Pittsburgh and

testimony is expected to clear up the question as to whether he had authority to

continues on through Philadelphia, Washington, New York, Minneapolis, Milwaukee, Indianapolis and Chicago.

declare an “emergency” in Local 37’s affairs and seize control of the union last

Eleanor Powell has returned to Hollywood following a six-week personal appearance tour in the east, and has begun
rehearsals for her next starring vehicle
at M-G-M.
Joan Davis has reported for
work at 20th Century-Fox, having completed a 10-week personal appearance
jaunt along the Atlantic Coast.
John Beal, having competed the lead in
Cathedral

Pictures’ “The Great Commandment,” headed for New York to begin work in a national radio program that
will carry him through the summer.
Bob

Hope has the itinerary for his personal appearance trek mapped out in detail. He leaves Paramount in two weeks,
will play a week in Minneapolis, another
week in Chicago and from one to two
weeks in New York, after which he and
Mrs. Hope will sail for London on the
Queen Mary for a holiday.
Concluding their p. a. tour in Pittsburgh,
the Ritz Brothers are vacationing for a
short time in New York before returning
here for their
assignment.

next

Gets " Girl From
has

signed

Infringement Is Charged
By Erpi on Recording
Glen Glenn Sound Co. is charged with
infringement of basic patents pertaining
to the recording of sound on film in a suit
filed in federal court here by Electrical
Research Products, Inc. The plaintiff
seeks a permanent injunction restraining
the Glenn company from further use of
sound equipment on which Erpi claims to
hold the basic rights, and for which it
charges it is receiving no royalties from
the defendant.

Hillyer

to direct “The Girl From Rio,” last of a
series of eight features Derr is making for
release on Monogram’s 1938-39 schedule.
Featuring Movita, it will go before the
cameras June 22.

Eason

Directing Battle

"Wind"
Sequences
B. Reeves Eason for
has been
signed

"Hawaiian

Nights" Meg

to Rogell
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H

direct

by Selzthe battle

sequences for “Gone With the Wind,”
which now has four units in simultaneous
production under the piloting of Sam
Wood, Victor Fleming, Eason and William
Cameron Menzies.

"Higgins

“Hawaiian Nights” will be directed for
Universal by A1 Rogell. Max Golden will
produce.

of

the

five

new

locals

estab-

lished after the IA revoked Local 37’s
charter. The local has also requested contempt citations be issued against Browne
and other international officers.
Confident that Governor Olsen will
sign an assembly bill giving the Screen
Actors

Guild authority to arbitrate disputes between agents and clients, SAG

executives are laying plans for early completion of their long-delayed licensing pact
with the Artists Managers Guild. Kenneth Thomson, SAG executive secretary,
has gone to New York
organizational meeting
Actors and Artistes of
plans for which call for
of one union containing

to attend the reof the Associated
America, present
the establishment
all the crafts now

operating under individual AAAA charters. The SAG
is numbered among
these.
Executive

board

of the

Screen

Writers

met to complete plans for the reopening of its National Labor Relations
Board hearing, seeking a
bargaining
agreement with the producers.
Still at deadlock
Screen Publicists

are negotiators for the
Guild and producers.

Former are holding out for a $150 minimum for seniors and $50 for juniors, with
producers offering an $80 top for seniors
and $40 weekly for juniors. The Scenic
Artists Guild’s demands for a wage boost
of 50 cents hourly has been rejected by
producers. Final draft of the Screen Set
Designers pact has gone to producers for
expected signatures.
International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers will hold its annual election
June

a

Rio"

Lambert

Century-Fox

meetings

Guild

nick International to
E. B. Derr

20th

March 13. Counsel for the local’s officers
gained a point in the trial when court issued an injunction restraining the international from scheduling any further

Family"

at Fair

Republic has titled its latest “Higgins
Family” episode “A Day at the Fair” and
has borrowed Marie Wilson from Warner
for one of the leads. James, Lucile and
Russell Gleason are featured.

27, choosing a president, vice-president, business, manager and financial
secretary, as well as an executive board of
23 members. The Society of Motion Picture Editors reelected Edmund Hannan
president, Fred
dent and James

its annual

B. Richards, vice-presiE. Newcom treasurer at

election

meeting.

Studio

car-

penters will choose their new year’s officers June 14. Studio plasterers will select their new officers June 20.

Burns in RKO
Bob

Burns

and

Film

Claire Trevor

have

been

signed for leading roles in RKO
Radio’s
“Allegheny Frontier,” which will star
John Wayne. Producer P. J. Wolfson will
37
send the feature into work in July.

(2i'nematic*
Martin Figueroa, Chilean minister to
Japan, visited the Warner studio as the
guest of Errol Flynn.
k

Jack Benny

has accepted an invitation

to represent the film colony's war veterans at the American Legion’s 21st conclave, to he held in Chicago, September
25-28. Benny

was

an

enlisted

man

in the

U. S. Navy during the World War . . . Al
Lichtman, Metro executive, is hack 071 the
job after nursing an illness for two weeks.
k

staymg for luncheon . . . Diplomas a7id
plaques were presented to seven leading
industry figures at the annual ba7iquet of
the A77ierican Distitute of Cinematography ,
held at the University of Southern Califomiia with President Rufus B. von KleinSmid presiding. May Robson received one
for 56 years of “ distinguished achieveme7its,” while others honored included
Producer John W. Co7isidine jr., Nelson
Eddy, Gabriel Pascal, Norma Shearer,
Jack Warner a7id Sam Wood. Others attendmg included Walter Wanger a7id
Walt Disney.
★

Warner’s annual golf tourney is scheduled June 11 at the Altadena course, with
Humphrey Bogart, John Payne and other
players planning participation.
★

Michael

Shathfin, Warner sales representative in Tokyo, Japan, checks in for an
indefinite stay and studio huddles June 14
. . . Raymorid

Griffith, 20 th Century-Fox

producer, has returned from a month’s
holiday in New York and Washington.
k

Viola
New

Brothers

Shore

is vacationing

RKO
New

Radio assignment has been completd. . . James Roosevelt has gone to
York and Washington, D. C., to par-

ticipate in President Roosevelt’s official
White House reception for the King and
Queen of England . . . Malcolm St. Clair
has returned from his Hawaiian holiday
. . . Mr. and Mrs. Paul Muni have sailed
for Hawaii and a brief vacation.

having completed a 20th Century-Fox scripting assignment . . . Jack
Metro makeup chief, is back on

the job, fully recovered from a serious influenza attack . . . Y. Frank Freeman,
Paramount vice-president, made a hurried trip to the Georgia School of Technology to attend the commencement exercises, returning here in time for the
opening of the company’s annual sales
convention. Freeman is a graduate of the
southern university . . . Sam Katzman,
independent producer, has returned from
New York where he spent two weeks on
business.

SCRIPTERS
— Harry

Manny Wolfe, ex-story head of Paramount, is off on a three-month European
vacation . . . Al Sellers, M-G-M publicist,
left for Illinois to marry Alma Delle Ellif.
The newlyweds return here about June 10
. . . Mr. and

Mrs.

Henry

Ginsberg

are the

parents of a baby boy, born at the Cedars
of Lebanon Hospital. Ginsberg is vicepresident of Selznick International . . .
Private funeral services were held at Forest Lawn for Frank B. Good, for the past
ten years secretary of the American Society of Cinematographers , who died at
the age of 66. A widow survives.
k

Green
Hell,”
Universal re-

Productions

— Metro
HOWARD
EMMETT
ROGERS
to “Cause for
Alarm.” Lawrence Weingarten will produce.
HERBERT
FIELDS
teamed
with
ALBERT
MANNHEIMER
on
Selywn production.

—RKO

“Dancing

Coed,”

the Thing Productions
TOWNE
and GRAHAM

on “African
produce for

a week’s holiday at the San Francisco Fair, Sol Lesser has returned to
work on his next production.
★

SAM
and BELLA
SPEWACK
to “The Man Who
Lost Himself,” to be produced in England
by
Leslie Howard
for RKO
Radio. Howard
will star
in the film.

— Play’s
GENE

her next 20th Century-Fox assignment
some time in August . . . William K. Howard has left the Cedars of Lebanon Hospital, where he nursed a minor illness . . .

begin

FRANCES
MARION
to “The
which
Edington will produce for
lease.
— Futter-Howard

Sonja Henie will leave shortly for a vacation in her native Norway, returning for

After

Edington

Intrigue,” first in the
RKO
Radio release.

an

BAKER
series

Edgar

teamed
they

will

Broderick Crawford has left for a
month’s vacation in New York ... A twoweek siege of pneumo7iia caused the death
of Arthur J. Carpe7iter, chief electricia7i
at Paramount. He had been with the
studio for 13 years. His widow and a
daughter survive . . . Spencer Tracy will
attend the commencement exercises at
Loyola University, June 11 and, on behalf
of Archbishop Cantwell, will present the
annual award for outstanding work on
the university’s broadcast programs to
Jack Conroy, graduating senior.
*

Radio

Jeanette

SONYA
LEVIEN,
Fox, goes on “The

borrowed from 20th
Hunchback
of Notre

BLAKER
$750,000.

to

“Storm

Over

to an untitled
produce.

Terry
original,

which

ARTHUR
D. HOWDEN
SMITH
to “Unseen
Enemy,” his own original, which Burt Kelly will
produce.

38

has

returned

from

tour, according to present plans, will embrace at least 30 cities, including Kansas
City, St. Louis, Milwaukee, New Orleans,
Louisville, Philadelphia, Boston and other
key centers.

*

Dr. Walter Damrosch, his Paramount
film assignment completed, has returned
to his home in New York, accompanied by
his wife . . . Director Michael Curtiz
plans to go to Manhattan in July for the
premiere

of Warner’s “ Daughters Courageous”. . . Columbia held its annual golf
tournament at Altade7ia, with Bert McRae finishmg ahead of the field with a
7iet 64. S. J. Briskin carded a 70, followed
by Irving Briskin with a 75 and B. B.
Kahane with a 76.

Metro

Kilburn

has

been

by 20th Century-Fox

*

Wedding amiiversaries of three Republic executives were observed at a party at
the Victor Hugo, given by Herbert Yates,
Republic’s head man. Those honored were
Mr. and Mrs. Sol Siegel, the Lew Grays,
a7id Story Editor Al Cohen and Mrs.
Cohen.

OPTIONS
— Samuel
— Metro
ALAN
contract.

Goldwyn

VIRGINIA
—
J*ara mount
contract.

from

for one

of the

of Sherlock
with Alfred

on

acting

on

acting

extension

BALDWIN

extension

GREY
given

WHITNEY
BOURNEgiven
signs term
acting contract. Her first assignment will be in “Safari”
— Republic
in support of Madeleine Carroll and Joel McCrea.
SIDNEY
— Selznick
year.
JOAN

SALKOW,

director,

held

for

another

International

FONTAINE

signed

date for the title role
— 20th Century-Fox

as

a

possible

candi-

in “Rebecca.”

GLENN
FORD,
Little Theatre player, wins’ acting contract and male lead in “Heaven
With a
Barbed Wire Fence,” now shooting with Ricardo
Cortez
as the director.
—
Universal
SKINNER,
year.

composer-arranger,

TOM
FADDEN,
New
York stage
term contract. He will make
his

borrowed

leading roles in “Adventures
Holmes,” now in production
Werker directing.

The newly formed Beverly Hills auxiliary of the B’nai B’rith held its initial dinner-dance at the Victor Hugo under the
guidance of its first president, Carmel
Myers Blum. Floor show included turns
by Connie Boswell, Fanny Brice, Bob
Hope, Dick Powell and Matty Malneck.
Assisting Mrs. Blum were Mesdames Nat
Goldstone, Nat Perrin, Maxwell Arnow,
Harry Sauber, Irving Starr, Lou Breslow
and Harry Curland.

FRANK
for another

Borrow Kilburn

India,”

— Universal
BRUNO
FRANK
Joe Pasternak will

MacDonald

CenturyDame.”

— Republic
RICHARD
budgeted at

two-week fishing trip through the northwest before returning home. Her 1940

★

★

Fifty members of the French trade commission were guests of Jack Warner at
the War7ier studio, touring the pla7it and

established sell-out performance records.
Her present tour closed in Vancouver, B.
C., where she was met by her husband.
Gene Raymond, the two then taking a

*

in

York,

Dawn,

Cary Grant is planning a three-week
vacation in England when his current

her extended and successful concert tour,
in which she covered 21 smaller cities and

in “I Stole a Million,”
—Warner
Bros.
PHILIP
EPSTEIN
JEFFREY
LYNN
ticket.
ROSEMARY
ing contract.

LANE

the

George

given new
wins new
given

BOXOFFICE

held

player, signs
screen debut

Raft

starrer.

writing contract.
long-term, acting

extension

:: June

of

her

act-
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Test Reels on Improving
Picture Presentation

Election Slated June 27

REVIEW

The Theatre Standardization Committee of the Academy Research Council has
made available to industry technicians, as
well as exhibitors, a number of test reels
designed to improve the presentation of
sound pictures through standardization of
projection and recording equipment. Reels
are accompanied by a bulletin reviewing

‘

FLASHES
BOYS'

the committee’s work during the past year
and a half.

SCHOOL
(Col)— Better than the average run of Gallic efforts because
of the

splendid
cast.
is

Musical "Smilin' Through"
Will Star MacDonald

performance

While

a

confined

large

to

of

a

large

portion

of

a

rather

charming

scope of kiddish

pranks

in

a

juvenile

the

footage
kaleido-

middle

class

French boys' school, the scenario steps
the action toward
the end to bring in

Jeanette MacDonald will have the starring role in a musical version of “Smilin’
Through,” to be made by M-G-M. Robert
Z. Leonard will produce and direct. The
play by Jane Murfin has hit the screen
twice before, once as a silent and again
in 1932.

amusing

thrilling

and

Eric

MAN

ABOUT

TOWN

ing frappe of
gags

and

numbers,

best,

fare.
ably

Edward

Jack

Arnold

SOUTHWARD

a

singing

musical

score

" Bluebird " lor Shirley

Next "Saint" Titled

his

all,

all-time
Lamour,

Rochester.
Mark

San-

Rogers

would

A
have

tempo.

support

scoring

more

created
Mary

nicely.

REVIEWS

again

substantial
an

illu-

Hart

and

Joseph

Kane

on the above

pictures will appear in an early issue

"Casey Jones" to Burns
Bob Burns’ next Paramount starrer to
follow “Our Leading Citizen” has been
definitely set as “Casey Jones.” George
Arthur will produce from a script by Julien Josephson.
and

Action

Twentieth Century-Fox has added a
second unit to “Falling Stars,” with Malcolm St. Clair directing chase and action
scenes. Irving Cummings remains in
charge of the first unit.
BOXOFFICE
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Borrow

David Niven

Walter Wanger has borrowed David
Niven from Samuel Goldwyn for one of
the leads in “Whose Wife?” which will oostar Loretta Young. Tay Garnett directs
from an original by Gene Towne and
Graham Baker.

of BOXOFFICE.
“Average Man" a Decade
Beginning his tenth year as star of
On "Intermezzo" Decorations
Interior decorations for “Intermezzo”
will be designed for Selznick International
by Casey Roberts. Picture is now in production for United Artists release, with
Gregory Ratoff directing.

RKO Radio’s “Average
comedies, Edgar Kennedy
the cameras in the first
series. Charles Roberts
Producer Bert Gilroy.
"Dead

Lamont
to MegCharles
"Sandy"
Universal
has signed
Lamont

to

direct “Bachelor’s Baby” featuring Sandy
and Mischa Auer. Picture rolls immediately.

End"

Man” two-reel
has gone before
of the 1939-40
is directing for

Switch

Under a switch in assignments, Noel
Smith substitutes for William Clemens as
director of “The Dead End Kids at Military School,” now before the cameras at
Warner. Clemens will be given another
chore.

to

direct the Irene Dare starrer, “Everything on Ice,” to be made as a Principal
Production for RKO Radio release. Film
rolls June 19.

Direct Chase

Third of the “Tailspin Tommy” series
for Monogram release, titled “Sky Patrol,”
will be launched in two weeks by Producer Paul Malvern, with John Trent and
Marjorie Reynolds repeating in the leading roles. Norton S. Parker wrote the

enter-

Lesser Signs Kenton
Sol Lesser has signed Erie C. Kenton

Prepares

screenplay. Second of the series, “Stunt
Pilot,” is now being edited.
(Rep) — Satisfactory

COMPLETE

“The Saint Overboard” has been selected as the next in the “Saint” series at
RKO Radio, following completion of “The
Saint in London,” which is being produced
in England. William Sistrom will produce.

at

weather

Dorothy

above

cowboy.

sion of faster

is

by

Malvern

refresh-

production

warm

jr. produced;

tainment, with Roy
as

fea-

Candidates for the board of trustees include Billie Burke, Robert Stephanoff,
George Nicholls jr., Stephen Morehouse
Avery, Fred W. Beetson, Francis Faragoh,
Mary C. McCall jr., Jack Cooper, Ernst
Lubitsch and Norman Taurog.

well-timed

staged

Benny

and,

HO

mirth,

ideal

supported

Arthur Homblow
rich directed.

Aime

are

(Para)— Frothy,

is

up
an

The Motion Picture Relief Fund has
scheduled its annual membership meeting
for June 27, at which time officers for the
new year will be elected. The nominating
committee will submit the following slate:
Jean Hersholt, re-nominated as president; Ralph Block, first vice-president;
Bette Davis, second vice-president; Joseph
M. Schenck, third vice-president Walter
Wanger, fourth vice-president; Jack L.
Warner, treasurer.

directed.

beautifully
here

episode.

Stroheim

sparkling

Gabby
Hayes
directed.

Shirley Temple’s next starring vehicle
at 20th Century-Fox will be “The Bluebird,” childhood classic by Maurice Maeterlinck, screen rights to which were just
acquired. Gene Markey will produce, the
film to be made in Technicolor. No starting date has been set.

Von

tured. Christian Jaque

screen

“Tombstone” with the same cast principals which appeared in “Dodge City” —
including Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland
and Ann Sheridan. Michael Curtiz will
direct for Producer Mark Hellinger, the
film to roll in July.

and

Clariond

"Tomb
stone" by Warn
er
Warner has announced plans
to produce

By M. P. Reliel Fund

STORY
— Borris

BUYS

Rowland

Morros

“Royal Box,” by Ladislas Fodor, for production
in English. It was produced in Germany
under
the directorial guidance of Rheinhold Sehunzel.
— Columbia
— Metro
“The

Entangling

Web,”

by

“Looking After Sandy,”
Turnbull, as a vehicle for
Levoy will produce.
“Arouse and Beware,”
Edward
Chodorov, who
produce.
Runrtsey.
“Pretty
—RKO

Penny,”

by

Charles

by MacKinlay
Kantor.
is scripting, will also

Jack

Goodman

D.

and

Assigned

New

Votes

York — The

Two
Loew

Dividends
monthly

board

meeting voted the regular dividend of 50
cents and an extra dividend of 50 cents,
payable to stockholders on June 30 of
record June 20.

Agnes

Radio

“Sunset,” by Bernard McConville.
“Alaska,”
- — J.
I). Trop by Anita Loos and Robert

Loew

Molyneux.

a
novel by Margaret
Judy Garland. Albert

Lee

Next producer-director assignment at
Universal for Rowland V. Lee will be “Friday the Thirteenth,” now being scripted
by Willis O. Cooper. Boris Karloff will
have the top role.

Lee Tracy Starrer
Hopkins.

“Men of Tomorrow,”
by Ramon
Romero,
Trop for independent production.

to

J.

Lee Tracy’s next starring assignment at
RKO will be “Headline Holiday,” by Wolfe
Kaufman, which Cliff Reid will produce.
Picture rolls in August.

39

000 over
theatres.

Chips Piling Higher in Poker
Game Over Warner Product
Los

Angeles — Filmdom’s

current

poker

game, with Warner's 1939-40 product and
the question as to where it will be exhibited in the western states as the pot,
is going merrily forward, with the chips
piling higher and higher at each bet.
Tire last wager was made by Spyros
Skouras, vice-president of National Theatres, when, in a belated answer to the
original statement and accusation by Gradwell Sears, Warner sales head, he declared:
“Concerning Warner Brothers’ statement
that they propose to sell to other exhibitors, we beg to say that this meets with
our wholehearted approval. We have not
solicited Warner Brothers pictures for the
coming year and of course do not object
to Warner

Brothers’

election to sell to other

Quinn Will Represent
L. A. Unit at Meet
Los Angeles — In a membership meeting
of the newly-established local branch of
Allied States, James Quinn, executive secretary, was appointed the chapter’s delegate to the national Allied convention,
opening June 13 in Minneapolis. Quinn
leaves June 11 and will meet the national
directors in Chicago, accompanying them
from there to the convention headquarters.
He expects to be gone about ten days.
Allied members also discussed plans for
carrying on their membership drive and
discussed further organizational work.
Seth Perkins, president, handled the meeting, which was attended by Jules Wolf,
treasurer; Chester Black, Lou Bard and
Quinn. The Allied delegate said he had
not yet completed arrangements pertaining to the part he will play in the convention.

sales head attempted to show that FWC’s
showmanship methods were losing revenue
for the producing company, was met by
Skouras with the rejoinder that the rental
paid on Warner pictures for 1939 will

to a

first-run

Los

Angeles — A copy of the revised arbitration clause of the exhibitor-distributor trade practice agreement has been received from New York by the Independent
Theatre Owners of So. Calif, and Ariz.,
and is being scrutinized by President A1
Galston and Robert Poole, general secretary. Copy of the complete draft is not
expected, according to Poole, until after
the Allied States convention in Minneapolis, opening June 13, at which the revised code will be read to the Allied membership in full.
arbitration

picture

The

previously

Reagan's Division Tops
In All-Star Campaign

disappointing. FWC
attaches declared the take would probably total approximately $85,000 for the engagement.
Chinese

salesmen

will revert

to a

day-date

first-run schedule with Loew’s State, downtown. The Fox Wilshire, currently playing
first-run with the State, will be shifted
back to its previous position as day-date
moveover house with the United Artists,
and the Carthay Circle, now occupying
the moveover position, will probably be
shuttered, at least temporarily.

40

as

formulated, was one of the “minor points”
to which the ITO’s directorate and membership objected when the first revised
copy of the trade agreement was studied
here. Poole declared a meeting of the
directorate will be called in the near future to discuss the latest revision, after
which it will be submitted for the mem-

Los Angeles — Lion’s share of the honors
and awards in Paramount’s national FourStar booking drive go to the western division, supervised by Charles M. Reagan.
Reagan topped all division managers;
three of the first four district managers
finishing in the drive are under Reagan;
13 of the first 15 managers are in the
western division, and 12 of the first 15

weeks. Although no official statement was forthcoming as to why the experiment will be discontinued, general belief was that grosses on the show have

proved

clause,

under the existing contract.”
Immediately prior to the Skouras play,
Sears had backed up his hand by calling
in the Warner
for the avowed

are in Reagan’s

distributed.

bi'anch managers
of mapping plans

to sell the company’s product away from
FWC to independent exhibitors. Participants included Ben Kalmenson, western
and southern district manager; and branch
managers E. A. Bell, Denver; Jack Brower,
Los Angeles; V. Stewart, Portland; William
F. Gordon, Salt Lake; A. Shmitken, San
Francisco; and William Shartin, Seattle.
W. E. Calloway, district supervisor, also
sat in on the huddles. J. G. Von Herberg,
pi’esident of the Jensen and Von Herberg
circuit, and John Danz, head of the Sterling circuit, came in from Seattle to discuss product deals.
The betting originally started when Sears
exploded something of a bombshell with his

the new lineup available to “aggressive”
independent showmen. This initial bid for
chips in the poker session was backed up
by scattered small bets obtained by the
Warner studio publicity department from a
trio of independent operators, who declared
the Warner move had opened up vast opportunities for independents in the territory to embark on a theatre-building spree.
Statements to this effect were forthcoming from Irving Carlin, of the Carlin-Sinker circuit; Milton Arthur, of the Southside and Cabart chains, and Harry Vinicof,
operator of seven Los Angeles houses. Vinicof, however, subsequently denied in an
open letter to a local trade paper that he
had made any such statement, in the face
of which Warner maintained, nevertheless,
that he had gone on record in that vein.
A comment was also secured from Albert
Galston,
atre
Arizona,
Warner
showmen

president of the Independent TheOwnei’s of Southei'n California and
in which he predicted the new
policy might permit unaffiliated
to change their operating policies

to their own

advantage

as well as

to Warner’s.”

Roy Hunt-FWC DeAnza
At Riverside Opened
Riverside, Cal. — The new DeAnza Theatre, a 978-seater built by Roy Hunt in
partnership with Fox West Coast, opened
June 6 with 20th Century-Fox’s “Young
Mr. Lincoln” single-billed as its initial
attraction. First night’s screening was reserved, with a top admission price of $2.20.

territory.

George Smith, western district manager, placed first nationally in his classification. In the local exchange, I. G.
White, salesman, finished first nationally,
M. C. Buries wound up fourth, and H.
Haas was eighth. The entire exchange
finished in eighth place. Awards have not
yet been

western
purpose

statement that, because of FWC’s dualbilling policy and methods of operation
generally, Warner would not sell its 193940 product to the circuit, but would make

Clause Before IT0

The

of

sales department an adjustment for 193738 based on our expei’ience with these pictures and also other liabilities pro and con

“both

policy. “Folies Bergere,” musical stage
show, goes out June 11 after four and a
half

than $1,000,-

bership’s approval.

Los Angeles — Fox West Coast executives
have decided to shift the Chinese Theatre
back

of more

Revised Arbitration

Chinese in Hollywood
Back to First Runs
in Hollywood

Theatres

cut, New Jersey, Ohio and Wisconsin, as well as such key cities as Pittsburgh, Chicago and Albany. Another stack
of Sears chips, with which the Warner

an increase

number

office,” Skouras went on. “Since last November we have discussed with Mr. Sears
and Mr. Leserman of the Warner Brothers

executive, issued from New York, furthermore pointed out that the double bill policy— which Sears attacked in the FWC
houses — is practiced in more than 300
Warner houses in California, Connecti-

represent

same

“Our results with Wai-ner pictures for
1937-38 were disappointing at the box-

exhibitors. This freedom to contract has
always been respected by us. We wish
Warner Brothers evei’y success.”
This retort by the National

1932, for the

Dark After 25 Years
Los

Angeles — Unable to acquire sufficient suitable vaudeville acts to supplement
its screen fare, the Hippodrome Theatre,
Main Street house, has closed its doors
after 25 years of continuous operation.
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gang is back from Victoria where
THE
they went to gander the English royalty.
They report a poor crowd on hand with
more Americans than Canadians doing
the cheering. The boys who lost money on
the show were the ones who built large
tiers of seats, blocks long, to be sold for
five bucks. They didn’t sell one seat and
they even had hustlers working for them
on the boats going to Victoria. Reason for
the poor gathering was that most of the
staid Englishmen from Victoria had gone
to Vancouver to see the doings and a
much livelier time was had there. From
all reports the theatres in both cities did
“line-up”

business.

Filmrovo

is abuzz about the Warner announcement that they will not sell product
to Fox West Coast owing to their double
bill policy. Evergreen theatres in this toum
and throughout the Northwest are part of
the Fox chain, but local theatre officials
withheld comment on the action . . . Well,
Seattle finally got to say “hello” to Elsa
Maxwell, the nation’s number one party
girl. Elsa arrived to deliver a lecture at the
Metropolitan Theatre, then to preside at a
party given by the classy Cornish School.
She handed the school heads a terrific
shock when the party she suggested had a
gambling motif. Elsa told of her finishing
a picture

titled “Elsa

Maxwell’s

Hotel

for

Women.”
Arrangements

are

underway

for

Seat-

tle’s Golden Jubilee Potlatch in July. Local
theatres will do their share to make this
affair a big success. For the first time in
Potlatch history there will be a rodeo.
Twenty-five mounted cowboys are coming from Ellensburg for the doings, also
the Ellensburg Rodeo Princess and her two
princesses. The rodeo will be a big thing
for the town, provided it is not stopped by
the ones who have kept such sport out of
the city on the grounds it is cruelty to
animals . . . Surprise! Jerry Ross, the
genial manager and master of ceremonies
of the Palomar Theatre, is a proud papa.
Yep, and it happened two months ago, but
Jerry and his wife kept it a secret until
the baby was in sure-enough good
The pretty daughter has been
Patricia Ann.

health.
named

The Montlake, first theatre in town to
cater to the foreign film trade, will close
for a complete shellacking. New seats,
drapes and a new marquee are scheduled.
The house will reopen around Labor Day
. . . The second foreign film house to close
will be the Uptown. This house tried the
policy, starting some seven weeks ago, but
did not click so the doors will be darkened
next week. Future policy has not been determined. . . Speaking of closings, the
Mission in Mount Vernon is also dark.
This house was owned by L. K. Brin, who
was killed by an auto a few weeks ago. It
is reported the house will reopen wider
new ownership.
Neal Walton, local branch manager for
Columbia, brought back a reel from the
convention. The reel is in the nature of a
short talk by Columbia’s head man with
flash-backs to various sets where pictures
are actually in production. Pictures tell
BOXOFFICE
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the story — not words. Walton gave a preview of the reel in Ben Shearer’s preview
room for a group of interested exhibitors
and circuit owners.

golf tournament. Bill Shartin, chairman
of the tournament, received a beautiful
trophy from John Garfield, the Warner
star, to be given as one of the prizes. Jack
Rosenberg, in charge of prizes, says it

Mac “Tusco” McLeod of the theatre
equipment house in Portland has opened
up his Seattle branch on the Row. The
new office was a former film exchange
and has been remodeled to suit Mac. Bill

looks like he’ll have a prize for darn near
every entry in the tournament the way
they are coming in .. . The match for
laughs will be the foursome comprised of

Stober, Mac’s business associate, will handle the Seattle branch. Mac will continue
in the Oregon territory . . . J. T. Sheffield,
president of Republic Pictures of the
Northwest, announces he will move his
exchange to new quarters about July 1.
New home will be in the former quarters
of the Northwest Film Service. The entire
corner building will be remodeled. Malcolm’s Little Victor preview room will still
occupy its same place in the back of the
new offices.

George “Kiltie” Blair, Jean “Putt Sinker”
Spear, Louie “Power Drive” Goldsmith and
Mac “Swing Easy” Rubenfeld. The bets
are heavy on this foursome.
Tiny Burnett, for 16 years orchestra
leader for the Orpheum vaudeville circuit
here, will be homesipk when he sits in the
pit at the Moore Theatre a couple of
weeks from now to handle the baton for
the George Barclay recital. The Moore
was the former Orpheum vaudeville house.
Tiny, for the past couple of years, has
been

Word from Ed Henry that he expects a
visit from his brother, Floyd, at present
in New York visiting the Fair. Floyd is
the manager for Paramount in the Philippines and only gets to visit home in Seattle every couple of years or so . . . Bill
Englen of the Grand National exchange
will be a bachelor the next three months.
His wife and two children are off to the
Hawaiian Islands to visit her mother . . .
Virginia Colella is that new face on the
Row. Virginia has just joined the office
staff of Grand National as secretary to A1
Bloom,

local manager. She replaces Patricia Fitzpatrick, who has accepted an
offer from Eddie Lamb, manager of RKO
. . . Bill and Margot Cunningham and
daughter, Janet Lee, here from Portland
and spending a few days with Margot’s
folks, Mr. and Mrs. L. O. Lukan. Bill took
the train back home while his wife and
house guest, Mrs. Fred Ortman, from San
Francisco, drove back to Portland.
At

the

wedding

reception

by

Mr.

and

Mrs. Louis Goldsmith for Mrs. Goldsmith’s
sister, Naida DeVault, who married John
Cain, Mrs. Goldsmith’s other sister, Aileen
DeVault, announced her marriage to Elmer Hill three weeks ago . . . Popcorn
Smith has contributed $100 cash prize for
the

Northwest

Film

Club’s

in the music department of Universal in Hollywood and he is up here for
a vacation. Because of friendshipi for
Barclay, he offered to conduct for the
recital . . . Barrett Kiesling,
traveling exploiteer who was here
ly, is in a hospital in Memphis
bad case of malaria as a result of

Metro’s
recentwith a
a mos-

quito bite.
Neal East, former Paramount manager
here and now in San Francisco with the
same company, writes he has bought a
new home at Orinda and a new station
rvagon,

too, for Truly . . . Herndon Edmond, spending the holidays at the Fulton ranch in Oregon . . . Guy Navarre,

flying to Portland and back on business
. . . The Roy Peacocks and the Jean Spears
spent their holidays at the Mercy’s mountain cabin near Yakima . . . A. J. “Sully”
Sullivan of National Screen Service, in
from east of the mountains for a few days
. . . Mrs. Leona McClelland, down from
North Bend with Mr. and Mrs. Cochrane
and lunching on the Row . . . The Tommy
Thompsons, back from their visit to the
Fair at San Francisco . . . Morrie Segel,
looking forward to the Paramount sales
convention in Los Angeles. The company
has arranged for June 11 to be set aside
for a visit to the Fair and June 12 the
break-up.

forthcoming
Leah Hanson of the Hamrick-Evergreen
auditing department, off to Chicago for a
vacation . . . A1 Ahlskog, celebrated his

Oregon Rules Bank
Night Lottery
Portland — Sustaining Judge
Tucker of Multnomah County
appeal by Carl R. McFadden,
suburban exhibitor, the state
court ruled
a lottery.
Said

that Bank

Justice

the opinion:
that where

John

Night

L. Rand,

Robert
on an
Portland
supreme

constitutes
who

wrote

"It is unreasonable to say
a person pays admission

into a theatre, knowing that he is to
receive not only a ticket admitting him
into the theatre but also a chance for
a
the

prize,

the

consideration

ticket only

and

not

is paid

for

in part for the

birthday with cake and candles at the office, likewise Frank Christie a day later
. . . Jack Burk has thrown away his
crutches and is getting around with a
cane. Jack intends to be well enough to
attend the RKO convention in Rye, N. Y„
at the end of the month. From the looks
of the program, the RKO meeting is going
to be one to write home about, what with
the visit to the World Fair, the 21 Club,
and many

time
chance."

other affairs . . . Sidney

Thomp-

son, operator in Shearer’s Capitol in
Juneau, Alaska, is vacationing here and
spending most of his time on the Row . . .
Mickey Carney, in from Enumclaw tells
that Mr. and Mrs. Groesbeck are still vacationing in California and having a grand
. . . John Meyer, coast factory manager for a roofing concern, here from
Berkeley and a guest of Herndon Edmond.

ID) HE M V IE R
pOR the first time since December, 1938,
a double bill is being held a second week
at the Paramount. To get the nod this
time is “Confessions of a Nazi
“Torchy Runs for Mayor.”

Spy”

and

Ben Fish, western district mnaager for
United Artists, is spending a few days here
going over accounts and activities at the
Denver exchange with Manager Earl Collins and the rest of the force . . . Fred
Lind, United Artists salesman, went up to
Rifle, Colo., to attend the wedding of his
daughter, Patricia.
Morris Safier, western sales manager for
Grand National, spent a week at the local
exchange conferring v^th Manager Glenn
Gregory, and arranging for a Denver first
run

on "Exile Express” and “Panamg. Patrol,” both of which are expected to do
big business because of their timeliness.

Desks at the United Artists exchange
are being shifted about, and the girls are
forever watching the painters for fear they
will get some of the paint on their new
dresses. The offices, from front to back
room, are being repainted and cleaned.
J. D. Jones, manager

of the Griffith

house at Roswell, N. M„ who has operated
the Mission at Messilla Park, has closed
the Mission indefinitely.

Albert Coppell has closed the Bideawee
all but three days a week — Saturday, Sunday and Monday — using a Spanish and
American double bill . . , George Kerer
is back in town and has taken desk space
at the Grand Rational exchange. He is
handling the fight films.

SALT

Over 100 Attend Mercy
Employes Breakfast
Seattle — Frederick Mercy sr., top man
of the Mercy circuit, gave a breakfast for
all his employes to formulate a new 25Year Club. Over 100 attended the gathering held in Yakima. Arch Bartholet, division manager for the circuit, was presented with a diamond pin by Senior in honor
of his being with the Mercy’s over 25 years.
Guy Hill also was honored for his 24 years’
service.
Honorable mention was given to Harry
Gillespie, publicity director; Leonard
Hines, head projectionist for the circuit;
Slim Howett and Buddy Ridgeway for service between 15 and 24 years. Junior Mercy
gave a talk on the growth of the Mercy
circuit and its future.
Present
breakfast
employes
party will
served 25

plans are to hold an
once a year at which
will be honored and
be given the employes
years and over.

employes’
the older
a special
who have

Over 225 Honor Hines
On 82nd Anniversary

Out-of-toum exhibitors seen on the Row
and giving bookers some work to do were:
C. F. Runbaugh. Pagosa Springs, Colo.;
R. E. Guild, Holyoke, Colo.; H. H. Homer,
Cheyenne Wells, Colo.; Wm. Bennett, Eads,
Colo.; Wm. A. Simons, Sagauche, Colo.;
James Clyne, Pueblo, Colo.; Bess Tharp,
Ouray, Colo.; L. F. Flower, Bayard, Neb.;
D. J. Mooney, Ordway, Colo., and J. F.
Carper, Lafayette, Colo.
Frank Roberts, purchasing agent and
booker for the J. H. Cooper theatres in
Colorado (Publix), has been moved to Lincoln, Neb , as auditor. L. J. Finske, district manager, has taken over Roberts’
duties in addition to his other work.

Lloyd Lamb

Will Handle

' Contestnite ' in N. W.
Seattle — Lloyd Lamb has been named
distributor for Contestnite in this territory, according to Claude Ezell and Edward Alperson. Lamb will cover Washington and Oregon and parts of Idaho.
He has opened offices on Seattle Filmrow and will announce the opening of
“You Title the Song” in one
downtown theatres shortly.
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of the larger

^HE interior of the Studio Theatre here
was swept by fire, which, it is believed,
was started by a cigarette. Damage was
estimated at between $8,000 and $10,000.
Intermountain Theatres operate the house.

Harry
has booked
“The Mikado”
into
the David
Paramount
here starting
June 8
. . . The

Paramount

was

host to Salt Lake

City’s “older generation” at a showing
“ Young Mr. Lincoln.”

of

The Salt Lake Advertising Club presented films before its members illustrating the
value of advertising ... A picture on
“Alcohol

Education”

was

presented

here

by the local women’s clubs ... A new
Swiss film has been booked by the local
Swiss colony.

A crew of six cameramen set up location in the vicinity of Brigham, Utah, preparatory to taking scenic shots to be incorporated in the proposed 20th-Fox film,
“Life of Brigham Young.”
A tieup between the LaVida Bottling Co.

Los Angeles — More than 225 Filmrow
and exhibitor friends of George (Daddy)
Hines attended a luncheon at the Cocoanut Grove honoring him on his 82nd birthday anniversary. Hines, veteran showmen,
started in the business in Chicago in 1903
and

is currently operating the Ambassador Theatre here. Congratulatory speeches
were delivered by Albert Galston, of the
Independent Theatre Owners of So. Calif,
and Ariz., and others in the trade.

Dave Cockrill and Joe Gundy of the
Denham Theatre have been very busy for
a week taking newsreel shots of Denver
high school graduates, and they proved
money-getters on the Denham screen. All
but one of the five schools had the largest
class in history.

LAKE

and five Intermountain Theatres houses
here and in Sugarhouse provides for an
exchange of theatre tickets for bottle caps
presented at the theatres.

New manager at the local Sheffield-Republic exchange is G. S. Pinnell, formerly
with Grand National . . . Mat Aparton,
Universal chief, is keeping busy in the
northern territory.
James Keitz,
ports business
Idaho sectors .
leaves June 14

in charge of Mercury, regood in the Montana and
. . H. C. Fuller, RKO chief,
for New York City where

his company’s national convention will be
held . . . F. W. Wilson of GN is back at
his desk after a trek into Idaho.

n,
camerama
M-G-M
DAVIS, for
J^JARK
Festival
the Rose
was inH.Portland
accompanied by his family. Mark visited
his brother here . . . The motion picture
colony was represented in the festival by
none other than Edward Everett Horton
who played in stock at the old Marquam
Grand here many years ago . . . Ted R.
Gamble headed the committee of arrangements for the affair.

Irving Barry of National Theatres’ New
York office is a Portland visitor and while
in the vicinity is inspecting Hamrick-Ever green’s houses in Portland, Vancouver,
Wash., arid Eugene . . . Speaking of Hamrick-Evergreen reminds us that Al Finkelstein took a trip down to Eugene to inspect his two palaces there.
Sammy

Siegel is down

from

Seattle

for

United Artists, this time on “Captain
Fury” . . . Universal’s A. J. O’Keefe spent
a few days here on his way from Los
Angeles to Seattle . . . Johnny Harvey,

Back from the San Francisco convention activities is the M-G-M staff, including George Derrick, office manager;
Byron Darling, checking supervisor , and
Sam Cooper, booker. Metro Branch Manager Sam Gardner is expected back shortly
from the Montana district.

A Portable Film Circuit
Is Formed by Endert
Seattle — George Endert sr., former owner of the Uptown Theatre here, has formed
a new roving circuit in Washington, using
only 16mm films. Six one-night stands
have been set and all the jumps made by
car.
All 16mm product is booked out of Portland and the features of Paramount, GB,
20th

Century-Fox and Monogram are obtainable. Endert is offering a single bill
balanced by short subjects.

Universal’s booker, is nursing a damaged
auto after his was rammed by the News-

Telegram’s

sports

editor, Billy Stepp.

Johnny’s wife received minor
the result of the impact.

Drama

injuries

as

Editor Herb Larson of The Oregonian is back

on

the

job

after

taking

an early vacation . . . Matt McCoy, projectionist at Dorris, 21 miles southwest of
Klamath Falls, suffered serious injuries
when a film caught fire.

Astor Film Corp. of Cal .
Takes Over Selected
Los Angeles — Selected Pictures

exchange

has been taken over by the newly-formed
Astor Film Corp. of California. William
Kohler is general manager. Max Shapiro,
president of Selected, sold his interest to
Astor.
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Reappearing as a Filmrow
long absence was Mrs.

visitor after a
John Menard,

whose husband operates the Norwalk Theatre in Norwalk and the Downey, Downey.
She has been ill for several months but is
now fully recovered . . . Merrill Shapiro,
manager of Mac Sinift’s Del Mar, dropped
in to lunch with his wife, Jean, who works
in Universal’s contract department . . .
Bob Gumm
is recuperating in the Cedars
of Lebanon Hospital after an operation to
rectify a stomach ailment. He operates
the Brea in Brea and the La Habra, La
Habra.
Al Hensen came in for bookings for his
Wilshire Theatre, Santa Monica . . . Ditto
Jack Chasen, Rosebud; Francis Perrizo,
Dreamland; Phil Greenbaum, Mecca; Mrs.
Christine Armour, Majestic, Santa Monica;
Paul Swickard, Strand; Gene O'Keefe,
Maywood, Maywood; Ted Cunningham,
Empire; Russell Hoss, Nuart, Sawtelle; L.
R. Meyers, Astor, whose wife and son are
going to New York on a vacation; Manny
Hoffman,

Avalon;

A.

W.

Sobler,

Mc-

Kinney’s Playhouse.

RKO

Theatre
tioning here.

in Columbus,

a boat trip to Alaska,
as her companion.

Ohio, is vaca-

to President Charles Skouras, returned from a swing around the National

Theatres circuit, stopping off at Milwaukee, Kansas City, Denver, Seattle, Portland and San Francisco to survey progress
being made at those points in connection
with NT’s Spyros Skouras showmanship
drive . . . Dave Edwards, who manages
the Rialto Theatre in Salt Lake City, is
vacationing here.
Grover C. Parsons, Monogram exchange
manager in San Francisco, came in to
talk things over with Howard Stubbms
of the local Monogram office . . . Larry
Kent is back at work at Fox West Coast,
completely recuperated from a bout with
pneumonia . . . Minna Laughlin, secretary
to B. V. Sturdivant at FWC, is off on a
two-week vacation.
Funeral

services were

held for Mrs. M. L.

Forey,
Other out-of-town bookers: H.
Adams, Upland, Upland; E. E. Owen,

G.
La

Shelle, Long Beach; D. B. Vanderlip, Arcadia, Arcadia; Joe L. Steinbeck, Fairoaks,
Pasadena; C. A. Ferry, Granada, Alhambra; Grover Smith, Cosmo and Roxy,
Glendale; William Zimmerman, Lynwood,
Lynwood; H. C. Monroe, Ritz, Long Beach,
and W. W. Winquist, Rialto, same town;
Al Minor, operator of the Burbank, Major
and Loma in Burbank; Mrs. Jennie Dodge,
Mission, Ventura. Local booking visitors
included Harvey Levinson of the Cozy, and
Hal Moore, operator of the Dixie.
More bookers: Mike Rapaport, Arlington; Frank Valuskis, Valuskis, Buena Park;
Jack Goldberg, Rampart; Johnny Banner man, Cabart chain, owned by Milt Arthur;
Lena Schatz, Aliena; Harry Meyers, Soboba, San Jacinto; Dan Irvine, Gem,
Southgate; Al Weder, Royale; Les Funk,
Bellflower; Bill Ormsby, Vogue, Hollywood; Al Olander, in from Montebello;
Mrs. Esther Steiner, Rio; Bob Ellsworth
and Charles Gore of the Gore Bros, circuit.

73, mother of Dudley Forey, Monogram’s office manager, who died after a
three-week illness.
M. C. Son, former owner of McKinney’s
Playhouse, dropped in to chat with his
Filmrow friends . . . Columbia held a
housewarming in its new exchange, with
Manager Wayne Bell as host . . . Glenn
Slipper, local B. F. Shearer Co. manager,
has gone to Arizona on business . . . Isabelle (Mrs. Mac) McCormick, former operator of the Film Cafe, has embarked on

TRADE

Beverly Hills; Claude Davis, Seville, Inglewood; A. L. Sanborn, El Monte; Bill Knotts,
Covina, Covina; Sid Feder, Stanley, Long
Beach; Jay Sutton, of the new Center
Theatre; Bob Whitson and Herman Lewis,
Whitson-Lewis circuit; George Bourke,
Nuart and Tivoli, Sawtelle, suffering from
a slight cold; Harold Glass, Gordon; Edgar
Williams, Sunset; Jack Goldman, Pico
and Park; Fred Hershon, Trojan; Billy
Sobelman, Victory; Isaac Victor, Victor,
Long Beach; Isidore Berman, Eastland
circuit; Al Snadow, Bill Robinson; Johnny
Hawkins, Elite, Beverly Hills; Irving Carlin, Carlin-Sinker circuit; Harry Hollander,
booker for Lou Bard.

Grand

National
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is handling

the

local

release of the Max Baer-Lou Nova boxing
debacle . . . H. J. Seiler came in from
Balboa for bookings . . . Ditto Les Funk,
Bellflower Theatre, Bellflower; and George
Bromley and Alex Mounce, whose new theatre in Hollywood is nearing completion.
Republic is dressing up its exchange with
attractive new window displays and other
doo-dads

. . . William

and

Joseph

Stein-

berg’s new Congress Theatre is now offering Keno two nights weekly — ditto the
Carlin-Sinker house, the Oriental . . . Kay
Schaeffer, Clayton Lynch’s secretary at
Metro, went to lunch in style the other
day — escorted in a squad car by one of her
admiring gentlemen friends, a local police
officer . . . Seth Perkins of the San-Val
Drive-In is still hobbling around on
crutches, result of a broken leg incurred
nearly two months ago.

Los Angeles
—
Shuttered
temporarily,
To Reopen
as "Grind"
the Million Dollar Theatre will be reopened within a few days by the PopkinRinger

enterprises

A HANDY

GUIDE

FOR

THE

as a

EXHIBITOR

15-cent

“grind.”

=

LOS ANGELES
EQUIPMENT

AND

AIR CONDITIONING

SUPPLIES

Carabin

A Complete

Line of Theatre

Supplies

Equipment

1969 So. Vermont
B. F. SHEARER

and

RE. 3151

“Theatre Equipment Specialists”
Heywood-Wakefield Seats
Wagner Silhouette Letters
Motiograph Projectors
RO.

Engineers"

1914 So. Vermont

COMPANY

1968 So. Vermont

Engineering Company

"Air Conditioning

1145

— Over

30 Theatres

EXPLOITATION
Now

Los Angeles

in 1937 —

PICTURES

Booking

CHARLES DICKENS'
’THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP"
starring
"THE FORBIDDEN TERRITORY”
Gregory
Ratofi
Binnie Barnes
starring
’’THE SECRET OF STAMBOUL"
Valerie Hobson

THEATRE

DECORATORS

starring
"THE Edgar
CRIMSON
CIRCLE"
Wallace's
Noah Berry

Specialists in Theatre Decoration
Condolences are being extended Jack
Frazer, Fox West Coast film booker, whose
mother died of a brief illness at the age
of 55 . . . Lew Schreiber, manager of the

Sittel

DIRECTORY

Breck Photoplay Supply Company
Still more bookers: Don Carruthers, Coronado, Coronado; Emil Umann, Regina,

Zoeline

Art LaShelle has resigned as manager
of the Avalon Theatre, Catalina Island
. . . Doris Carmichael, secretary to Charles
Feldman at Universal, is on a two-week
vacation . . . Henry Miller, exhibitor from
Northampton, Pa., visited the Warner studio. He is vacationing here.

Arch Bowles, Fox West Coast’s northern
division manager, and Andy Krappman,
aide

with

NAT

SMYTHE & SONS
Decorators

1914 So. Vermont

Wm.

RE. 3578

G. Smith's Jewel Productions

1912 So. Vermont

RO. 2205
43

Standerlord Applies lor a
Patent on Game Wheel
J^EWEST exchange opened here is Gerald
Karski's Alexander Film Co., western office of the chain which headquarters in
Denver, Colo. The company is located in
the Motion Picture Service Bldg. . . .
Scott Chestnut, manager of the Rex in
Fireball, has bought out Tony Bau, taking over the Rex, Thermosa, and the McFarlane.

West Coast Automatic have installed
new machines in the Molinas, Porterville,
Cal. . . . Clarence Gabriel, new manager
at the President here, reports he is doing
okay with Sweepstakes Nites . . . Fox West
Coast’s de luxe Fresno house, the Wilson,
has been remodeled, redecorated, and
completely refurnished under the supervision of A. A. Canton. Canton also is remodeling the Parkside in Oakland and the

Ray Johnson, operator at the Avenue
here, was accidently shot and killed at
his country home at Lakesport when the
shotgun he was carrying went off . . . Pat

Avalon, Martinez . . . The Harding
ing a new marquee erected.

Patterson, who is handling “Treasure
Chest,” is moving into new quarters at
261 Golden Gate Ave.

to secure Pat Patter soil’s “Treasure Chest”
for his Granada Theatre . . . It is reported the Empire here will reopen . . . Espied

Paramount is starting their “Keep Cool”
campaign . . . Eddie Skolak may open the
Capitol the end of next month . . . Sam
Levin, operator of the Selma and Wasco
theatres, opened a flesh show at the Fair
tagged “Elisium” and “Fairest of the
Fair” . . . Veloz and Yolanda, dance team,
appear here at the Geary June 18 in two
performances.
Suzie

Ward

is the new

cashier

at A. C.

Karski’s New Laurel in Oakland. Suzie
moves over from the Roxie . . . Report is
a new 20-center will he erected at 35 th
and Hopkins in Oakland . . . Wedding hells
rang for Fred Naify of the T&D circuit
and Bill Coovert of the El Camino in San
Bruno. The Cooverts will honeymoon in
Los Angeles.

How

Los Angeles — A patent has been applied
for by Fred Standerford for a compact,
electrically-operated game wheel, with adjustable slides projecting an eight-foot
image on the screen. By means of a portable cord, audiences participating in various types of games may operate the machine themselves.

Al Forman

came

down

from

The Standerford Accessories offices have
been moved from 1973 S. Vermont to 2314
S. Union Ave.

is hav-

. . . Another
of T&D . .
Chapman of
ing about a
is the name

Dalles, Ore.,

of the Roxie, Sacramento, will manage the
new Salinas Theatre here ... Ed Bower
of National Theatre Supply is vacationing.
Wilma McNett of the same company is
back from her time off.

in Metro Premium’s offices was Frank
Burton of the Noe Theatre here ... A
new $140,000 house, to seat 1,200, is being
built in Santa Rosa by the Rosenberg
brothers for Intercoast Amusement Co.
Opening
tember.

is slated for the middle

vacationer is Freddie Dixon
. The cigars are on Jimmy
Fox West Coast who is boastnew baby boy. Robert David
. . . Bill Edmonds, formerly

of Sep-

Jimmy

Edwards

is now

managing

the

El Rey

here, replacing Earl Williams. Edwards’ post at the Granada has been taken
over by Joe Conner . . . Jim Riley of Pacific Theatre Supply will reseat the Grand
International, Herb Rosener house in Los

Along the Row were L. P. Rosen of Royal
Amusement Co. and Ed Parker of Consolidated, both from Honolulu . . . The
Lido Cafe is running floor shows during
lunches. The Fair effect, no doubt . . .
Edna Myers, operating a dancing academy
here, is expecting her brother, Hal Horne,
who was made a vice-president by Walt
Disney not long ago.

Angeles . . . George Hickey, division supervisor, visited the local Metro exchange.

Fred A. Miller
Blythe, Ariz. — Fred A. Miller, former
owner of the Carthay Circle Theatre in

George Mann of Redwood Theatres is
vacationing in Honolulu with his family

to operate

motion

Hollywood, died suddenly of a heart attack while visiting at a ranch near here.

picture

theatres

profitably
Here is a new book full of HOW TO DO IT information, written by a man
who believes that the first objective of theatre management is to make money.
In this book he covers motion picture theatre management from A to Z,
giving the best results of years of experience as a guide in establishing
successful policies, building profitable business, and efficiently operating any
size theatre.

The Management of
Motion Picture Theatres
By FRANK

Get

This Great

Management!

Aid

GET

to Theatre

H. RICKETSON.

Jr.

President, Fox Inter-Mountain Theatres, Inc.

IT TODAY!!
Send check or money

375 Pa9es- 6x9' illustrated, $3.50
order to

ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS, 4804 East Ninth Street, Kansas City, Missouri
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Report Two

Circuits

Gregory Circuit's New Owners
Announce Expansion Move

Up ior Sale
Chicago — Whether tied up with the
recent sale of the Gregory circuit or
not

could

not be

determined,

but

BOX-

OFFICE learns that two other large circuits are ready to go on the sales block
in
now

the

Chicago

only

area.

in the

The

deals

are

discussion

stage

and

none of those reported
the transactions would

Chicago — An

connected with
discuss them.

Censors Face Chicago
Move to Oust Them
Chicago — Though

termed

“silly,”

by

Lieut. Harry M. Costello, in charge of the
police motion picture censorship bureau,
the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee is
understood planning to seek ouster of the
Chicago censorship board.
The action is to be sought on the basis
of what members of the Civil Liberties
Committee term “crass stupidity, partisanship and pro-Nazi” attitude of the censor
board.
All this came about with the banning
again of a Russian-made (Amkino) and
anti-Nazi film, “The Oppenheim Family,”
based on the Lion Feuchtwanger novel,
“The Oppermans.” This is the fourth
Amkino film to be banned by the board,
the others, “Professor Mamlock,” “Concentration Camp” and “Fight to the Last,”
having been immediately reinstated by
Commissioner of Police Allman, over the
ban of the board. March of Time’s “Inside Nazi Germany,” which started the
cycle of anti-Nazi film bans by the board,
was also reinstated by Mayor Edward J.
Kelly and Commissioner Allman, after innumerable protests.
Ira Latimer of the Civil Liberties Committee decried the inconsistency of the
censor board, at a special screening of
the Amkino film held for the committee.
“Why the censor board censors some
anti-Nazi films and not all of them, I
don’t know,” said Latimer. “This arbitrary and inconsistent censorship must not
be tolerated any longer, even if we have to
seek the removal of the civil service censorship board. The board had to pass
“Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” because it
had been passed without cuts everywhere
else before shown in Chicago, or it
would have looked foolish in the eyes of
the public. They (the censors) show their
unfitness by passing one film and not another on the same subject, especially when
‘The Oppenheim Family’ is nowhere near
as outspoken as some of the others.”
Lieutenant Costello is understood to have
said that members of the board of censors told him that the film is the “worst
propaganda we’ve ever seen.” Reasons for
not passing it were that it “exposes to
contempt, derision or obloquy a class of
(German) citizens.”
Members of the censor board under fire
are Miss Edith Kerr, Mrs. Cora C. Doolittle, Mrs. Anna Castello, William Foust
and Mrs. Amy Louise Adams, the latter
being on sick leave for the last year. Miss
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expansion

and

moderniza-

tion move is the course the Alliance Theatre Corp., new owners of the 29-link
Gregory circuit, proposes to follow. Translating concretely this aim, Alliance has
announced plans for the erection of a new
house at Logansport, Ind. The theatre, to
seat 1,200, is expected to cost about $65,here.
000, and will be the circuit’s third house
The transfer of the Gregory circuit to
Alliance Theatre Corp., representing Herbert L. Stern, P. J. (Packey) Dee, and
associates, involved more than $1,250,000,
and is one of the largest deals consummated in the Chicago area. Rube Levine,
Chicago theatre broker, handled the negotiations, acting for both purchaser and
seller.
S. J. Gregory remains as general manager of the circuit, while his brother, James
Gregory, remains as assistant manager,
with all others in the offices remaining.
Stern and Dee are associated with Lawrence Stern & Co., one of Chicago’s prominent investment houses. Stern was at one
time connected with Balaban & Katz, and
is variously reported at present in numerous local theatre enterprises. Dee has financed many of the west coast studio
ventures in the past, it is said.
Listed as officers of Alliance Theatre
Corp. are Dee as president; Stanley Kaplin, secretary; Stern, treasurer, and William
J. Friedman and LeRoy Weis, directors.
Among those interested in the deal were
Carl Borak of the Fidelity Mortgage Co.;
Julian Levi of Wilhurtz & Hirsch, attorney

Wis. — An

occupational

See Oriental
Possible in
"Strong
For
ChicagoArm"
Chicago — Sale of the Gregory

circuit to

Herbert L. Stern and Packey Dee and associates had “those in the know” gossiping on Filmrow that the deal may tie up
with the Oriental Theatre in the Chicago
loop. Stern is interested in the operation
of the Oriental with John Jones and Aaron
Jones, it is understood, and they will soon
start dickering for product for the Oriental.
While the operation of the Oriental will
have nothing to do with the Gregory circuit, it is suggested by many that Stern
will use the buying power of the 29 houses
in the Gregory circuit, to get some product for the Jones-Linick-and-Schaefferoperated Oriental.
The Oriental has been short on product
ever since J-L-S opened it last winter, but
J-L-S has been biding time for the new
season, when they hope to get some share
of first-run product in the loop for the
house. However, with the entire Gregory
circuit buying power added as an argument, they may have a better chance of
convincing some of the majors to at least
split up some product between the Oriental
and some of the B&K houses in the loop.

Illinois Bill Limits

Occupaiional, Sales
Bills in Madison
Madison,

for the purchasers; Foreman, Bluford,
Krinsley and Schultz for the Gregorys;
William Friedman of Gottlieb & Schwartz,
attorney for the purchasers, and Sol Axelrod, representing Fidelity Mortgage and
Rube Levine.

Film Running Time
tax on

theatres, which over a two-year period
would yield the state $600,000, confronts
Wisconsin exhibitors. The revenue plan is
posed by Gov. Julius P. Heil and involves
also a sales tax as a means of meeting
the state’s $67,679,432 biennium budget.
The senate committee on corporations
and taxation is expected to recommend
killing of bill No. 438-S, providing for a
tax of $2.50 per 1,000 feet on film in Wisconsin. At a hearing on the measure, no
one appeared in its support.
Independent and circuit representatives
were at the hearing and opposed the bill,
as were exchange representatives.
Kerr has been on the board since 1914,
and the others from eight to 17 years.
They are not appointive, but civil service posts, and charges of incompetency
would have to be proffered before Commissioner Allman or the mayor before any
action could be taken against them.

Springfield,

III. — A

bill limiting

the

length of film performances to two hours
unless a 15-minute intermission is provided,
passed the Illinois house 109 to 3. The
main objective of the bill, as is claimed, is
the reduction of eye strain, and indirectly
it is aimed at duals. A number of Chicago
exhibitors have announced their intention
to fight the measure when it is presented
which has but three weeks left for action,
in the state senate.
Other bills pending in the legislature,
and a “must” program of relief legislation
on tap, are the Arnold Lund block booking and blind selling measure; a censorship bill, one dealing with juvenile admissions, a divorcement measure and a prohibitory bill against films featuring twicedivorced actors.

in “Dust"
Lane
Priscill
Hollywood
— aThe
feminine
lead in Warner’s “Dust Be My Destiny,” opposite John
Garfield,
has been assigned to Priscilla
Lane.

C
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Study Film Rentals
Takes

attorneys,

togeth-

er with FBI agents, are busy delving into
boxoffice reports of B&K theatres and the
records of annual film rentals received by
all major Chicago exchanges, except Columbia, during the period between November, 1935 and the present.
Special Master Edgar Eldredge so ruled
that the government may have access only
to the records according to the statute
of limitations, in the criminal contempt

Bul Jimmy and Alben
"Confuse Question"
Chicago — In line with

the paper’s

anti-

Deal policy, the Chicago Tribune carried an editorial on block-booking in reference to the Neely Bill. Giving both sides
of the argument, it nevertheless, took occasion to rap Sen. Alben Barkley and

James

Roosevelt, whose “names and activities have confused the question.’’ The
editorial :
“The senate committee on interstate
commerce has finally voted on the bill to
outlaw the block booking and blind selling
of films by the motion picture producers.
The vote was favorable. It came only
after Senator Neely of West Virginia had
delivered a slashing attack upon Senator
Barkley, whom he accused of ‘naked, unblushing and uncomplimentary acts’ intended to chloroform the bill. Mr. Barkley, Mr. Roosevelt’s ‘Dear Alben,’ it was
intimated, had been the guest of a movie
industry lobbyist at the Kentucky Derby
last year and had received a campaign
contribution from the movie people in his
fight for renomination a few months later.
The fact that James Roosevelt, the President’s son, has left the insurance business
to find a place on Mr. Samuel Goldwyn’s
pay roll is of record.
“Now that the bill has been reported,
perhaps a vote will be had upon it at this
session, though time is running short. The
subject is highly controversial, and, as
usually happens in such circumstances, a
great many more or less irrelevant claims
have been made for and against it.
“Where block booking is in vogue a theatre owner contracts for a group of films
rather than for an individual picture which
he may desire to show. This is of advantage to the producers because it provides a market for their less successful
productions. To get the popular ones, the
theatre operators must take the others,
too. Blind booking is the kindred practice
by which the theatre manager contracts
for films he hasn’t seen and which, in
numerous instances, have not even been
released for exhibition when the contract
is made.
“The objection to both block booking and
blind booking is that they prevent a theatre owner from giving his audience the
selection of pictures which he thinks his
audience would prefer. Some theatre men
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and B&K

Over 3- Year Span

Chicago — Government

New

neys showed that the regular procedure —
the accessibility of records back only three
years prior to the filing of the suit should
apply in this case.
Since the defense was upheld and since
the case was filed last November, 1938,
the government may only obtain records
back three years prior to that time.

proceedings being heard by him in the
government’s case against B&K, Barney
Balaban, and the seven major companies.
Government attorneys — Robert Wright
and Seymour Simon — had argued that they
should be given access to all records back
to 1926, so as to show more clearly their
contention that B&K and the distributors
comprise a monopoly and restraint of
trade in the Chicago area over independent exhibitors. In turn, defense attorsay that if they were free to select only
the films they want to show they would
make a lot more money and the public
would be far better satisfied. Each community would then get the kind of pictures it preferred. Further than that, independent producing companies would be
encouraged to enter the field with fresh
ideas in the knowledge that the market,
was wide open to all comers.
“The defense of block booking is the
assertion that it gives the public better
films. Tire fly-by-night producer with no
great stake in the continuance of his business, is discouraged from attempting to
make a killing with an off-color picture.
On the other hand, the established producer who cannot afford to risk offending any considerable section of the public
is secure in the knowledge that even his
less popular productions will have a market and can take chances with new themes
and faces which might otherwise be rejected as too risky a speculation. Without
block booking, it is said, many good films
would never have been made and many
others would have been cheaply and poorly mounted.
“It is unfortunate that Mr. Barkley’s and
Jimmy Roosevelt’s names and activities
have confused the question. The problem
of block booking has important economic,
moral and esthetic implications which deserve to be examined on their own merits.”

The

FBI agents are in the picture because they are checking the records furnished by B&K and the exchanges. In
addition, government clerks are checking
the data, which in turn are shown to defense attorneys for their perusal.
This procedure will continue until
Thursday, June 22, when the case will come
up before Master Eldredge again.
Meanwhile, the Adelphi-independent exhibitors anti-trust clearance suit against
B&K and the majors is set for June 19,
though attorneys on both sides do not
appear to be ready for argument yet before Federal Judge James Wilkerson. The
other two cases, that of Frank Ford against
B&K, Sam Meyers and the majors; and
that of the Gary Theatre Co. (V. U. Young)
against B&K, Warner Theatres and the
majors, are for the present lying dormant, with no apparent action in sight.
Balctbans' Esquire Has Place
In Encyclopedia Britannica
Chicago — Harry

and

Elmer

of the house, located on Chicago’s Gold
Coast, just a half block from Michigan
Blvd., is included under the general
classification of “theatre.” The complete
article presents in factual manner the
story of the theatre from the earliest days
of civilization down to the present time.
Illustrations in the article from the Esquire include the auditorium and stage,
stairway from the music foyer to the balcony, the foyer, and the facade.
Now in operation nearly a year and a
half, the Esquire has been given considerable comment by publications. Boxoffice used the construction

Rules Photo Contests as
City — Attorney

General

of the house

Roy

McKittrick’s office has ruled that a scheme
for motion picture theatres to distribute
prizes to photograph contest winners is a
lottery in violation of Missouri’s laws.
The ruling was furnished to Prosecuting
Attorney Vincent Moody of Macon County.
Moody explained that a theatre in Macon
county had a plan under which it took
a photo of each patron entering the house.
These photos were then sent to Illinois each
night to be developed. In Illinois a judge
selected one picture and returned it to the
theatre. Each Tuesday night the picture
was shown and the winner received $25 if
he was there to identify himself.
Assistant Attorney General Franklin E.

naming it the “building of the month.”
Exhibitors and industry leaders from as
far away as Australia have included the
Esquire among their “must-see” sights
while in Chicago, many of them having
been given special inspection tours of the
house by Pereira and Pereira, architects
who designed the house, and who are
members of the Remodeling Institute of
The Modern Theatre Section of Boxoffice.

Subpoenas Headed
For Executives
Chicago — Barney
Balaban, Paramount president, and other major company executives, besides several

Reagan, the state’s expert on lottery laws,
wrote the opinion furnished to Prosecutor
Moody. He held that the development of

prominent

the picture in Illinois “does not materially
one way or the other affect the element of

opening
of thetogovernment's
case
hearings
be held here contempt
June 22.

chance.”

as

the basis for a special section several
months ago in The Modern Theatre Section; the Architectural Forum did likewise,

Lottery in Missouri
Jefferson

Balaban’s

Esquire Theatre has been included in the
new issue of the Encyclopedia Britannica
as characteristic of the best and most progressive thought in functional theatre
planning.
A page of illustrations on the interior

Chicago exhibitors, it is understood, will be subpoenaed for the
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Late Buying Again
JT'S
AN all-Warner
romance,
that
between
Pearl Fireman,
cashier
in one
the
exchange (who knows every exhibitor in
the territory after her many years at the
spot) , and Ted Levy, booker, who has been
at the job for over two years. They’ll
married August 6, and being members

be
of

the Warner Employes’ Club, the leap is
worth 50 bucks apiece to them, which is
the

club’s regular

award

to members.

Johnny Mednikow has taken over the
Illinois, Indiana, Missouri and Michigan
distribution of “When Germany Surrendered.’’ It's available for dates now.
It’s now “Talent Scout” Sam Clark at
Warner Brothers’ exchange. You should
have seen Sam seriously at his work, interviewing a prospective Warner starlet
the other day.
Lou

Aurelio,

Paramount

ad

sales head,

steps up a notch to become country salesman, upon his return from the west coast
convention. John Scott, Cleveland, moves
into his post here.
Bob

Lippert,

Premium,

formerly

has taken
tribution of a new

with

Progressive

over the national
theatre-program

disand

news folder, called “Movi-News.” Mort
Simon is handling Chicago and surrounding territory sales while Andy Dietz is
handling the plan in St. Louis. Fox Midwest Theatres have placed orders for all
houses for the new leaflet.
Tom Gilliam offers his personal thanks
to all exhibitors in the territory for the
aid they gave him and his staff in the
recent Sears Drive. The Chicago crew
grabbed

top

honors

in the

country,

to-

gether with $3,000, which isn’t exactly to
be sneezed at. That’s the “why’’ for all
the smiles around the office.
Elmer

Balaban

back

from

a New

York

film-buying

trip . . . Tony Martin, currently-co-starred out at Bon-Air Country
Else But Here,” from
“Where
sang
Club,
the 20th Century-Fox picture, “Thanks for
Everything,” at the Patriotic Rally of the
American Legion in the Chicago Stadium.
Numerous

exhibitors

ing night of Universal’s
the Palace Theatre.

attended
“The

Charlie (Dinnerware ) Shapiro, Essaness
northwest district manager, is away on his
vacation . . . Archie Herzoff, B&K publicist, is back from a one-week vacation.
The Paramount convention special stopped through Chicago on Monday en route
to the west coast, long enough for everyone to take a three-hour jaunt about the
Windy City. Among those going was Red
Kann of Boxoffice . . . A1 Jolson, en route
to New York, told reporters as he got off
the Santa Fe Super-Chief, that he and
his wife, Ruby Keeler, would soon adopt
a baby girl from Evanston’s
ling home, “The Cradle.”

ment is writing the “Band Stand, Grand
Stand,” Mutual radio show every Monday
night from the Blackhawk Restaurant.
Hank Markbreit, head of the Chicago
Times amusement advertising department,
is soon to be a papa again. Get Hank
to tell you the gag about him and his
wife, Rena.
Joe Goldberg has organized the Excell
Products Manufacturing Co. to manufacture sand urns, film cabinets, theatre hardware and other theatre necessities.
The Chicago Times’ Doris Arden picked
as May’s best films: Paramount’s “Union
Pacific,” 20th Century-Fox’s “Rose of
Washington Square,” Universal’s “East
Side of Heaven,” and FN’s “Confessions of
a Nazi Spy.”
Among the others who are going to the
Allied convention in Minneapolis, besides
those mentioned in these columns recently,
are Joe Burke of Batavia and Bob Hart( Continued

Saying “I do not want those people in
Hollywood to spoil him,” Nathan Francini,
has said that he refused offers from the

, A

WEEKLY
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SERVICE

GUIDE

pacts.
One big question all exhibitors are asking is “Will the 1939-40 contracts be retroactive if the code and trade practice agreements are adopted before general selling
goes

into

effect for next

season?”

And

the usual answer is, “Yes.”
The unsettled situation in regard to the
trade practice pact and the waiting of the
exhibitors to see if the pacts will be signed,
are part of the reasons
ing held up.

why

buying

is be-

However, another major reason is that
Mr. Exhibitor in these parts is too busy
trying to get customers to come into his
theatre to worry about what product he
will buy for next season.
Exhibitors are cutting expenses to the
bone, doing away with everything and anything that they feel will not impair their
service to patrons.

May's " Six Best " Films
Listed by Tribune
Chicago — The six best pictures of May
as listed by Mae Tinee, Chicago Tribune
critic, are:
“Union

Pacific,”

Para.;

“East

Side

of

Heaven,” Univ.; “The Hardys Ride High,”
and “It’s a Wonderful World,” M-G-M;
of Washington Square” and
turn of the Cisco Kid,” 20th-Fox.

“Re-
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EXHIBITOR
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SERVICE
All
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Electric Sign & Maintenance
Flannery,

buying started late in the
was not completed until the

fall. In some isolated spots contracts already have been signed, and many exhibitors have carry-over deals on term

SERVICE
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Tom
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summer and

DIRECTORY

Johnny Mednikow, President
So. Wabash — Chicago — CALumet

Whiteway

By GENE RICH
Chicago — Though it is still early to determine whether there is going to be much
buying for next season this summer, it
begins to appear again this year that
deals will be late in the making.

“Rose

50)

Animated — Full Length Trailers on
Pictures — Inquire Now
Lowest Weekly Cost

1300

Blind . . . Herb Elisburg, Essaness northside district manager, has transferred his
headquarters from the Sheridan to the
Devon Theatre.

page

CHIC

companies of film work for his four-yearold son, Louis, who has been adjudged a
violin prodigy.

Phil Dooley’s third annual Swing Concert was held last Sunday in the grand
ballroom of the Palmer House. Proceeds
went to the Chicago Lighthouse for the

on

TRADE

at

Chicago’s Norma Shearer Fan Club has
started publication of a magazine, “Smilin’
Thru.” Miss Marian Whitney, president
of the club, is also publisher and editor of
the paper, which is mimeographed. Bill
Bishop of M-G-M is one of the honorary
members.

found-

Don Widlund of the Jam Handy Detroit
offices was at the local office, taking over
for a few days while Ralph Abbott, usually
in this territory, recuperates from an operation at the Mayo Clinic . . . Jimmy
Savage of the B&K
publicity depart-

the open-

Mikado,”

famous

Seen in Chicago

President
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Encompass

Plans Quashed to

to

Federal Anti-Trust Hand

Reinstate Nick

St. Louis Area

Jefferson

St. Louis — The segment of the film trade
in and around St. Louis wall be included
in the federal government’s series of antitrust suits designed to control the operations of so-called theatre chains, with
reports from Washington that the drive
will include almost every judicial district
in the United States.
Important insofar as this particular area
is concerned, will be an inquiry into the
relationship of exhibitors, chain and otherwise, with the IATSE, projectionists’
union, and its affiliates. It is understood

J^JRS. HARRY PALMERSTON WILLIAMS
of New Orleans, 25 years ago Marguerite Clark of filmdom, came here to
attend the wedding of Miss Martha Nicolaus of St. Louis and Theodore M. Simmons of New Orleans. Miss Clark retired
at the height of her popularity in 1918
when she married a New Orleans planter.
The new cooling system, at Loew’s is in
operation. The management reports this
improvement knicked its bankroll to the
tune of $25,000 . . . Since June 1 the Ansell Bros, houses, the Ritz and Varsity,
are no longer appearing in the St. Louis
Amusement Co.’s advertisements. The
management arrangement between the Ansells and Fanchon & Marco relative to the
Ritz, Varsity, Shenandoah and Tivoli came
to an end June 1.
St. Louis office of Warner Bros, will get
a nice slice of the prize money won by the
midwest district in capturing top honors
in this year’s Sears Drive. Hall Walsh
the local manager.

is

Some more tough competition for local
theatre owners. The President, excursion
steamer, arrived June 10 from New Orleans for the summer season. Ralph Williams and his band ivill furnish dance
music on the boat.
The St. Louis Municipal Opera opened
its 21st annual season at the Municipal
Theatre in Forest Park June 2. Season
will run 12 weeks. The opening crowds
ranged upwards of 7,000.
Donald S. Foster, 42, former manager of
the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, succeeds Rogers Jones as secretary of the
Belleville charnber of commerce, Belleville,
III. He has filled similar jobs in Oakley,
Ellis and Coffeyville, Kas.
Professional entertainers apparently are
being passed up this year when small towns
celebrate their centennials. Both Washington, Mo., and Jerseyville, 111., ignored
carnivals and professional vaudeville acts
in arranging programs for their 100th
birthdays. Free government films and political orators furnished entertainment.
The St. Louis Federal Orchestra, under
the baton of Frank Panus, opened its summer season in the World’s Fair Pavilion
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FBI

operatives have been gathering information in this regard for some time to
be used in local prosecutions.
Around film circles word is distributors
have complained to the FBI about the
union situation, including the activities of
John Nick, IATSE vice-president, and
Clyde Weston, former business agent of
Local 143.
Nick and Weston are now under indictment by a grand jury in connection with
wage negotiations for projectionists in 1936
and 1937.

in Forest Park Sunday, June 4.
Frank

X. Reller jr., chief of service at

Loew’s Theatre, celebrated his 21st birthday on June 6. He probably will be pleased
to learn that he is no longer a “legal inThe Armo Airdome on Morganford road
south
fant.” of Arsenal street has opened for the
season under the management of Clarence
Groeteke, who is also interested in the
Webster Theatre at 12 th and Clinton Sts.
in North St. Louis.
Artisans are putting the finishing touches
to the New Laclede Theatre on Laclede
Ave. near Compton Ave. It will open its
doors at an early date.
Johnny Baker, one-time manager of the
Missouri Theatre here, is now doing very
nicely as a district manager for the Skouras Theatres, Inc., on Long Island, N. Y.
He has some 20 houses under his wing.
George Kilgen & Son, Inc., oldest
firm of organ builders in the United
States, is to be liquidated under the terms
of a stipulation drawn up in connection
with the settlement of a receivership suit
filed for approval with Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oakley. The stipulation provides the
plan must be approved by the stockholders, but interested attorneys say this is a
mere formality. Judge Oakley will conduct a hearing of the stipulation June 15.

Relief Funds
Depleted

Are Nearly

in St, Louis

St. Louis — Unless

the

board

of aider-

men enact legislation to raise additional
municipal revenue, there will be no more
appropriations for unemployment relief,
Mayor Bernard F. Dickmann announces.
His statement came after the aldermen
sent back to the legislation committee bills
to impose a two-cents-per-package tax on
cigarettes sold in the city and a five per
cent tax on the receipts of professional
sporting events of various kinds.

City — The

Answers by McKeown
And Oakley Filed
Jefferson

City — Circuit

Hollywood — Edwin

handed

L. Marin

has

been

a new termer as director at Metro.

Judge

Ernest

F. Oakley and James A. McKeown, receiver for Local 143, MPMO, through counsel, have filed answers with the Missouri
supreme court in opposition to the writ
of prohibition sought against them by the
St. Louis Amusement Co.
McKeown took charge of the assets and
affairs of Local 143 early in April when
Judge Oakley ousted John E. Nick, vicepresident of IATSE, and Clyde A. Weston,
business agent for Local 143, from control
of the union.
The controversy with St. Louis Amusement Co. arose when occasion came for
filling a vacancy among the projectionists
at the Granada in South St. Louis. Officials of the amusement company sought
to hire an operator of their own choosing,
but Judge Oakley interpreted the agreement with Local 143 as giving Receiver
McKeown
authority to select the new workman.
When Judge Oakley undertook to enforce
his order, the amusement company applied
to the supreme court for the writ of prohibition. A stop order was immediately
issued from the higher court pending a
final hearing on the issues raised.

Add

to "Golden

Hollywood — Charles

Boy" Cast
Lane

and

Ed

Fea-

therstone have been signed for roles in
Columbia’s “Golden Boy,” which Rouben
Mamoulian is directing, with William Holden in the title role.
Extends

Hollywood — Alan

to Marin

supreme

receivership proceedings, William F. Canavan, John X. Derby and Joseph Schuller,
members of Local Union No. 143.

Goldwyn
A Termer

Missouri

court in two rulings rejected legal pleas
designed to reinstate John P. Nick, vicepresident of the IATSE, and Clyde A.
Weston, business manager of Local Union
No. 143 of the Motion Picture Machine Operators, in control of the assets and affairs of the local union in St. Louis.
Nick and Weston were ousted from control of Local No. 143 by Circuit Judge
Ernest F. Oakley on April 21.
In one ruling the high court rejected
the plea of Nick and Weston for an order
permitting them to file a supersedeas bond
with Judge Oakley’s court. The granting
of this request automatically would have
set aside the effects of the receivership
order of Judge Oakley and restore control of the assets and business matters of
the union to Nick and Weston until the
higher court could finally pass on the case.
The second ruling of the supreme court
against Nick and Weston came on the
application for a writ of mandamus to
compel Judge Oakley to accept the appeal
bond. This application had been filed on
behalf of three defense intervenors in the

Baldwin

Baldwin

has

been

given an extension of his acting contract
by Sam Goldwyn.
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WILLIAM

MARTIN

SAAL,

exploiteer

for Republic, in town to plug “Man of
Conquest,” playing the Warner, was guest
of honor at a cocktail party at the Schroeder given by men in the industry.
Local poor families were guests of the
Alhambra Theatre at a 9:30 a. m. showing of “The Birth of a Baby.” Tickets for
the show were given out at local hospitals.
The flicker is now in its third week.
H. J. Fitzgerald, president and general
manager of Fox-Wisconsin Amusement
Co., and W. V. Geehan, Henry Toilette,
Vern Touchette, Lowell Parmentier and L.
Roy Pierce, other local officials of the
circuit, were in Green Bay for a meeting
of Fox theatres in that territory. About
60 representatives attended the confab.
Former Toy Theatre here has fallen victim to the razers. Building in recent years
has been used as a restaurant.
At least 40 members of the ITPA of
Wisconsin, including officers and members
of the board of directors, will attend the
Allied confab at Minneapolis.
Two Waryier-Saxe houses, the Milwaukee
and Juneau theatres here, are being fitted
with new canopies.
The summer season, with its influx of
tourists, has been the signal for the reopening of a number of theatres in this
territory, including the Gem at Platteville;
Butterfly, Sheboygan; Northern Lakes at
Phelps, and the Hall on Washington
Island.
Charles Nygaard is now operating the
Rex at Spring Green . . . Recent dismantlings in the Wisconsin territory have included the Gwinn at Gwinn, Mich., the
Pavilion at Denmark and the Isle at Minocqua.
To help raise toys for the local Toy
Loan project, the Majestic Theatre at
Cudahy gave a Saturday show, admission
to which was some toy or game.
Irvin E. Deer of the MPPDA

addressed

the Kiwanis Club at Green Bay on “Behind the Scenes in Hollywood.”
Reuben

Rosenblatt announces the installation of a new air conditioning system in his Rialto, Kaukauna.

Orville K. Scheibe, an employe of the
Adler Theatre Co. at Marshfield, was married recently to Miss Erma Niemann.

Within

the Law

Milwaukee — Taverns

showing

oldtime

silent films are not violating the theatre
license or building codes, Leon M. Gurda,
building inspector, announces following an
investigation.

Renews

Lease

Menominee,

lease

on

the

Lloyd’s Theatre has been renewed for another ten years by Martin D. Thomas of
Iron Mountain. Thomas operates the house
under a pooling arrangement with FoxWisconsin.
BOXOFFICE

Milwaukee — Americanism
observed

Week

was

in all Fox theatres in Wisconsin, with special flag dedication

services. The American Legion, National Guard units and city officials in
the various cities cooperated
dedication ceremonies.

in

the

Tribute to Memory
Of Haym Salomon
Chicago — Fourteen

hundred

and

sixty-

seven persons paid $10 apiece to attend
the Americanism banquet here sponsored
by the Patriotic Foundation of Chicago,
honoring the memory of Haym Salomon,
early American patriot. Chicago’s mayor,
Edward J. Kelly, was honorary chairman.
Proceeds of the affair will be used to
erect, in granite and bronze, a permanent statue of George Washington, Robert Morris and Salomon in Grand Park.
The statue, a miniature of which was unveiled at the banquet, will cost over $50,000.
Highlight of the banquet was the world
premiere of Warner Bros.’ Technicolor
short, “Sons of Liberty.” Speakers included: Sen. Alben W. Barkley, the Rev.
Duncan H. Browne, Mayor Kelly, the Rev.
Bernard J, Sheil, auxiliary Bishop of the
Catholic archdiocese of Chicago; Maj.Gen.
Roy D. Keehn, Rabbi Michael Aaronsohn,
Brig. -Gen. Samuel T. Lawton, Brig. -Gen.
John V. Clinnin, Jack Halloy, editor-inchief of all Hearst papers; Richard Finnegan, editor of the Chicago Daily Times;
Merrill Meigs, publisher of the Chicago
American; Edward damage, American Legion; Nelson R. Knudsen, Veterans of Foreign Wars; Postmaster Ernest J. Kruetgen,
Mrs. Lorado Taft and other leaders prominent in social, civic, educational, religious
and patriotic circles.
Barnet Hodes, corporation council of
Chicago and co-chairman of the Patriotic Foundation, handled all the arrangements.

A

C

M IH IE

just
Mrs.r Kny
RialtoY Theatre,
Warner’s
of have
manage
KNY, and
JJARVE
returned from a motor trip to the west
where they visited, naturally, at the Warner studios.
The Rex Theatre, one of two houses
here owned by Stan Kohlberg, is closed.
Kohlberg continues to manage the Granada, north side neighborhood house.
As the season comes to a close, at least
three dancing instructors have chosen the
Uptown Theatre, Fox-Midwesco house, for
annual revues by their students. Manager
Henry Quartemont on Sunday nights is
running amateur shows with community
singing. Ray Gruis of the WRJN staff
is at the organ for these Sunday night
programs, and also plays on Saturday
evenings for community sing programs at
the Kenosha Theatre in nearby Kenosha.
He presented novelty numbers on the Uptown “crazy show” last Wednesday evening, when patrons were promised cigaret
lighters (matches to you) and dishes (paper plates), as well as a “screwball” screen
program.
American week, featured last week in
all Fox houses, was introduced oji the eve
of Memorial day at the Uptown with a flag
dedication ceremony, conducted by Col.
William Holzapfel. An appropriate organ
mony.
program supplemented the dedication cereMany

from Racine were in the audience when Joe Sanders and his band

played a one-day engagement at the Kenosha Theatre. Manager William Exton has
planned other stage attractions for the
coming weeks, and is considering the introduction of a single feature night once
a week, to provide an opportunity for those
who have been clamoring for single feature programs to show their preference
at the boxoffice.

Capra

Adds

Hollywood — Helen

Doran

Three

Jerome

Eddy,

Ann

and Beatrice Curtis have been add-

ed to the acting roster of Frank Capra’s
next production for Columbia, “Mr. Smith
Goes to Washington.”

Chicago Operators Take
Stand Against Cuts
Chicago — The

operators’

union

is op-

posed to any wage cut again this summer,
similar to the one taken last year about
this time.

That was made clear by officers of the
union when questioned by Boxoffice.
“It can’t make a lot of difference in
the cost of operation of a theatre in the
few dollars our men would take in a cut,”
is their opinion. “And then if the house
is about to close, that small amount cut
won’t help tide it over and it will close
a week or two later. For that reason we
will not grant any cuts this season.”
Pete Shayne, one of the officers, told

at Menominee

Wis. — The

R

Americanism Week
In Fox Houses

Boxoffice

that nearly

all of the members

of the union are working, and that spots
will be found for the few men who have
been temporarily thrown out of a job by
the few closings reported in the city thus
far.

Write for details

THE

F&Y

BUILDING

SERVICE

328 E. Town

Columbus,

—

O.
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Record

Springfield Take

Preludes

Zanias Leases Janesville
Duo to Fox Circuit

Are Back

Is Seen for " Lincoln "
Springfield,

III. — Twentieth

Century-

Fox’s “Young Mr. Lincoln,” which had its
world premiere at the Fox-Lincoln Theatre here, is doing big business and threatens to break attendance records before its
run is over. A. R. Zimmer, manager, expects the picture to run another week or
longer.
“Young Mr. Lincoln” is the only picture
on this American hero ever to be a boxoffice success here where the citizens rarely bat an eye over anything concerning
the Emancipator.

Calloway Leases Second
House to James Hill
Indianapolis,

Ind. — H. A.

(Chick)

Cal-

loway, owner of the Emerson and Douglass theatres, has relieved himself of theatre operating details.
Several years ago he leased the Emerson to Joe Cantor who also operates the
Rivoli, and now he has completed negotiations to lease the Douglass, a colored
house, to James Hill, operator of another
colored house, Hill’s Indiana

Theatre.

Four Additional Weeks

lor

"Dr. I. Q." at Chicago
Chicago — So

well has

the Mars

"Dr.

I.

Q.” program been received at the Chicago
Theatre that B&K has renewed it for four
weeks, until July 3. The program is given
on the stage of the theatre at 9:30 p. m.
Mondays and is broadcast over an NBC
network of over 72 stations. Cash prizes
of $200 are given away.

Cocks Yields Managership

Of Quimby Theatre Corp.
Fort

Wayne,

Ind. — Harvey

Cocks

has

resigned his position as general manager
of the Quimby Theatre Corp., operators of
the Emboyd, Jefferson, Palace and Riley
theatres here. His successor has not as
yet been named.

A.

Reckas

has

Installs New

Sound

Ind. — C. A. Rogers,

manager

of the Crumps Theatre, has installed new
Super-Simplex equipment. The house is
operated by Syndicate Theatres, Inc., headed by Trueman Rembusch.
Installation at Dugger
Dugger,

Ind. — Harry

of the Cozy Theatre,
sound equipment.

50

Douglass,

has

at the Vogue

last night. I’m not due in Kenosha until
6:30 tonight. Signed, Jesse James.”
The burglars succeeded in getting about
$35 from the safe and about $2 from a
candy machine in the lobby.

SPR’GFHELD
pETE NEPOTE, resident manager at the
Esquire the last year and a half, has
been promoted as city manager at Robinson, 111., where the theatre was recently acquired by Frisina Amusement Co. Joe
Nepote, who has been in the show business
for a number of years and brother of Pete,
succeeds him.
Local theatre people are still chuckling
over the incident of Lowell Thomas losing his wife during the “Young Mr. Lincoln" premiere excitement. Before he found
her safe and sound in her hotel, he had
several state troopers and local coppers
worried aplenty.
Springfield has settled down to normalcy
after the "Young Mr. Lincoln” premiere
and is satisfying itself with accounts of
the event written for metropolitan publications by visiting journalists.
Mort Berman, manager of the Orpheum,
is drumming up business for the world
premiere of Jack
“ Man About Town,”
see in Waukegan,
Kenny Baker, Mary
Lamour and others

Kenosha,
pur-

chased the building of the Ramova Theatre, which he operates, for a reported
$130,000, payable monthly over an eightyear term. Sellers were A. E. Stanmayer,
G. J. Kaspari and F. E. Dreyer, trustees
of the West Central Building Liquidation
Trust.

Columbus,

Wis. — A robbery

Benny’s new picture,
June 25, at the GenesIII., at which Benny,
Livingstone, Dorothy
will appear in person.

Ten-Week Newspaper Quiz
By Roosevelt , Kenosha

Harry Reckas Purchases
A Building in Chicago
Chicago — Harry

Kenosha,

Theatre here the night before the opening of “Jesse James,” provided Foster F.
Norton, manager of the house, with some
additional ammunition for exploiting the
picture.
Front page news story concerning the
robbery plugged the picture while a box
in connection with the theatre’s advertisement for the film read: “Notice! I did
not blow and rob the Vogue Theatre safe

operator

installed new

Wis. — The

Roosevelt

Theatre

here has embarked on a ten-week newspaper quiz contest in cooperation with the
local daily.
Each Saturday night, the theatre is
conducting a contest on its stage on subjects appearing in the local newspaper during the week. Cash prizes are awarded
the winners and if a question put to a contestant is unanswered it is asked of the
audience.
The person in the audience answering
the question correctly is given a free ducat
to the theatre. An employe of the Kenosha Evening News acts as a judge in the
contests which are conducted by Charles
Collins jr„ son of the manager of the
theatre.
As a finale to the ten-week quiz, a
grand contest will be held, with the weekly winners of the ten competing in one
grand contest.

Janesville,

Wis. — Fox

has

taken

over

the leases on the Myers and Beverly theatres here from James Zanias and plans
major improvements to the houses. Russell Leddy, district manager for the circuit, has been named manager of the two
local houses. Zanias is being retained in
an advisory capacity, it was said.
Improvements to the Myers call for new
seats, new rest rooms, larger lobby and
new marquee, while an air conditioning
and ventilating plant will be installed in
the Beverly.

Roy Gordon
Ft. Wayne
Fort

Wayne,

Opens

New

Drive-In
Ind. — Roy

Gordon,

ing director of the newly

manag-

formed

Allen

Theatre Corp., has opened his new drivein theatre on U. S. Road 30 here. Gordon announced he also plans to open an
all-colored theatre here.

Local Fan
Indianapolis,

Interest

Ind. — The picture “Juarez,”

which played the Circle Theatre here,
proved especially interesting to fans here
due to the fact that the book, “The Phantom Crown,” on which the film is based
was written by Mrs. Bertita Harding who
lives in Indianapolis.

n, Too" has com"Heave
Robinson

Script
— sCasey
Hollywood

pleted the script for Bette Davis’ next
production for Warner, “All This and
Heaven, Too,” based on the Rachel Field
best-selling novel. George Brent draws the
top male role.

CHICAGO
(Continued

from page 47)

man. Several of the eastern contingent
will be on the Hiawatha Special Monday
afternoon leaving for Minneapolis.
Chicago exhibitors are looking forward
to another joyful get-together this season
when Tom Flannery of Whiteway Sign
Service will again host his friends June 22
at Nippersink Country Club, Genoa City,
Wis.
Since the Chicago Times inaugurated its
pigeon photo-carrier service, Hank Markbreit, head of the amusement advertising
department, has been the recipient of numerous gags. Bob Montgomery of Esssaness’ publicity department, called Markbreit when it started with: “This is Essaness, send a pigeon over. The ad copy
is ready.” Almost simultaneously, the boys
at B&K thought of the same thing, and
Herb Lyons telephoned the same request.
“Juarez” was held over at the Chicago
Theatre, with “Confessions of a Nazi Spy”
returning for a third loop week at the Garrick. Orson Welles opened in person at the
Palace, while “Young Mr. Lincoln” started
June 10 at the Apollo. Next Saturday,
“Goodbye, Mr. Chips” opens at the Apollo.
BOXOFFICE
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Chicago

Code Seal to Albert Rule
For World War Picture

July Releases

Chicago — Albert
WEEK

OF

Lockhart

97-Fox

The
soon.

Chicago — The

Photoplay-Film
Filmack

Rutherford

:: June 10, 1939

Carriers

Ind. — M.

Edward
Aurora,

2
1
1

0
1
1

0
0

1
1

Dies

Nessel,

father

of

Fred

L. Riggs

Ind. — Edward

L. Riggs,

29, as-

sistant manager of the Palace here, was
found dead in his room at a private home,
a bullet through his forehead. Police reported the shot was self-inflicted.
Heart
Springfield,

Fails Lange

III. — Ernest

Lange,

59, or-

chestra leader at the Orpheum Theatre for
the last ten years and active in theatrical
and musical circles over 30 years, died at
St. John’s Hospital following a heart attack.

Start— Third
"Blondie"
Hollywood
Columbia
is starting

pro-

duction on “Blondie Takes a Vacation,”
with Frank Strayer again directing. This
is the third in this series based on Chic
Young’s comic strip.

59-Fox

Of Course , It's Okay
With Roy Bruder
Chicago — Manager
B<SK Chicago Theatre
Dr. I. Q. was

72-Mono
58-Rep
63-Jud
66-Jud

Emergency Relief Society, according
Mrs. Wellise K. Hui, co-chairman.

to

ey, H. O'
Republic
Re-Signs Salkow
Neil, B. Ha
yes 82has
Hollywood — Republic
renewed
-M-G-M

directorial pact of Sidney Salkow
other year.

on

Roy Bruder of the
reports that while

his national

network

broadcast last Monday
night, he received a long-distance telephone call
from W. A. Stintchcom of the Hi-Art
Theatre, Wayburne,
Saskatchewan,
Canada.
The exhibitor told Bruder he
would

be

on

his way

to the New

York

World's Fair shortly and wanted to drop
in and see the Chicago Theatre, from
where he was at that time hearing the

ght — M. Lo
Taylor, picture,
Indianapolis — Ay, R.
motion
B. Nodell, “The
D. Fowl

BOXOFFICE

is off

D. Nessel, manager of the State Theatre
in Anderson, is dead at his home here.
The State Theatre is one of the houses
acquired by the Stern circuit recently from
the Gregory interests.

86-M-G-M
60-Col
Univ

— Streets of New York — Jackie Cooper. Martin Spellman
866 — Three Texas Steers — John Wayne, 3 Mesquiteers
—Daring Daughters — Marion Marsh
— Ship of Wanted Men— D. Sebastian, F. Kohler

400 Million,” will be presented at Keith’s
Theatre in Indianapolis on June 17 for the
benefit of Chinese civilian relief to be
sponsored by the Indianapolis Chinese

team

80-M-G-M

N. Pendleton
9024 — Trapped in the Sky — J. Holt, K. DeMille, R. Morgan
3040 — They Asked For It— J. Hodges, M. Whalen, Wm. Lundigan

Show Documentary Film
—
For
Chinese Benefit
33 Lu
cky Ni

Elman

M. Nessel
Marion,

You Can't Get Away With Murder — H. Bogart, G. Page, B. Halop, J. Litel.. ,.78-FN
Lone Star Pioneers — Bob Elliott, D. Gulliver
53-Col
East Side of Heaven — Bing Crosby, J. Blondell, M. Auer, I. Hervey, J. Cowan 88-Univ
Fixer Dugan — L. Tracy, P. Shannon, V. Weidler, B. Page
68-RKO
Victoria the Great — A. Neagle, A. Walbrook, H. B. Warner (reissue)
113-RKO
The Fighting Irish — P. Regan, J. Parker, H. MacMahon
66-Rep
Grand Illusion — Eric Von Stroheim
94-Mono
Roll, Wagon, Roll — Tex Ritter
55-Mono
Sleepless Nights — P. Walker, S. Lupino
68-Jud
Panama Patrol — Leon Ames, C. Wynters, Adrienne Ames
69-GN
WEEK OF JULY 30
H. Wilcoxon

Henri

Henri Elman
Hotel Crillon
20th-Fox

322 — Torchy Runs for Mayor — G. Farrell, B. MacLane, T. Kennedy, J. Miljan 59-WB
— King of the Turf — A. Menjou, R. Daniel, D. Costello, W. Abel, A. Dinehart 89-UA
9027 — Missing Daughters — R. Arlen, R. Hudson, M. Marsh, I. Jewell, D. Wessel
59-Col
—
9393001Win
ner Tak
— Three
Smart
Up — D. Durbin, C. Winninger, N. Grey, R. Cummings 87-Univ
e AllGirls
— T. Grow
Martin, G. Stuart
H. ArmR.
923 — Rookie Cop — T. Holt, V. Weidler, J., Shaw,
Wonder Dog
,61-RKO
ettKeane,
a, SlimAce,
Summerville
61-Fox
844 — Blue Montana Skies — Gene Autry, S. Burnette, J. Storey
59-Rep
—
— Stunt Pilot — John Trent
62-Mono
931
Broadway Se
— Eskimo Perils
55-Jud
renade — J. Ma
cDonal
L. Ay
— The Singing Cowgirl — D. d,
Page,
V.res,
Barnett
57-GN
I. Hunter, R.
Johnson, F.
WEEK OF JULY 23
943 — Boy Friend — J. Withers, A. Whelan, D. Fowley, R. Bond, G. Ernest
,
71 -Fox
3835 — Union Pacific — J. McCrea, B. Stanwyck, A. Tamiroff, L. Overman, R. Preston 138-Para

J. Woodbury,

picture will be released nationally

to a good start in the softball league here,
with two wins. Results last week: Henri
Elmans, 16; Hotel Crillon, 6; 20th Century-Fox, 24; Pilmack, 23. Standings:
Won
Lost

903 — Alexander's Ragtime Band — T. Power, A. Faye, D. Ameche, E. Merman
(reissue)
107-Fox
3857 — Sunset Trail — Wm. Boyd, R. Hayden, G. Hayes
68-Para
3719 — Ebb Tide — R. Milland, F. Farmer, L. Nolan, O. Homolka, C. Judels (reissue) . 91 -Para

Danger — P. Foster, L. Barri, W. Vernon,

retitled his

Elmans Nine Wins Pair
Of Softball Contests

—
3833
Back Door to Heaven — W. Ford, S. Erwin,
A. McMah
3829 — Sudden Money — C. Ruggles,
M. Rambeau, P.C.Ellis,
Grapewin,
B.on,
Crawford,
B. n.
Lee....84-P
62-Para
B. Frohma
ara
—
929 Kid From Texas — D. O'Keefe,
F.
Rice,
A. Allen, J. Ralph, B. Ebsen, R. Wilco
Morgan
113-M-G-M
x 71-M-G-M
354 — Dark Victory — B. Davis, G. Brent, G. Fitzgerald, R. Reagan, H. Bogart
106-FN
361 — Blackwell's Island — J. Garfield, R. Lane, D. Purcell, V. Jory, S. Fields
71-FN
9016 — Blind Alley — C. Morris, R. Bellamy, A. Dvorak, J. Berry, R. Stradner
69-Col
— My Man Godfrey — W. Powell, C. Lombard, M. Auer, A. Brady, G. Patrick
(reissue)
94-Univ
— Old Dark House — C. Laughton, R. Massey, M. Douglas, B. Karloff (reissue). Univ
925 — Panama Lady — L. Ball, A. Lane, S. Duna, E. Brent, D. Briggs, B’. Hayes
64-RKO
— Mickey, the Kid — B. Cabot, T. Ryan, Z. Pitts, R. Byrd
65-Rep
— -Rangle River — Victor Jory
68-Mono
— Laughing at Life — V. McLaglen
64-Jud
WEEK OF JULY 16
936 — Hound of the Baskervilles — R. Rathbone, R. Greene, W. Barrie, N. Bruce-Atwill 80-Fox

941 — Chasing

has

“When Germany Pell,” the film was not
granted a seal because of objections to the
title.

373— Sweepstakes Winner — M. Wilson, A. Jenkins, J. Davis, C. Foy, G. Bates
59-FN
.. . . — Wuthering Heights — M. Oberon, L. Olivier, D. Niven, G. Fitzgerald, D. Crisp ... 104-UA
9206 — Spoilers of the Range — C. Starrett, I. Meredith
57-Col
3056 — Phantom Stage — Bob Baker, M. Reynolds
57-Univ
838— Story of Vernon and Irene Castle — F. Astaire, G. Rogers, W. Brennan
93-RKO
855— Southward Ho — Roy Rogers, M. Hart, G. Hayes
58-Rep
—Girl From Nowhere — Warren Hull, Ann Nagel
61-Mono
938Alexa
—
nder
Grah
am Bell—
. .. — Reform Girl — Noel
Francis,
Skeets
65-Jud
D. Amec
he, Gallagher
L. Young, H. Fonda, C Cobur
n, G.
.. — Six-Gun Rhythm — Tex Fletcher, Joan Barclay
57-GN
WEEK OF JULY 9

364 —
3213 —
3006 —
922 —
861 —
—
—
3865 —
—
—

Rule

latest war picture, “When Germany Surrendered.” The picture has been issued
an MPPDA code seal. Originally titled

JULY 2

the

for an-

Dr. I. Q. broadcast.
Bruder, of course.

It's okay

with

fORHIOT

BUREAU

Readers of BOXOFFICE will find this
page a ready source of information on
products which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU.

Information on the following items may be secured by sending in the coupon.
Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed is wanted,
just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

ADVERTISING

MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499
MT500

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety
Moving words projector

AIR CONDITIONING

MT505

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516

plete systems
Heating
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed

conditioning

plants — com

MT517

Air

MT518
MT519

Air diffusers,
Cooling coils

filters

DECORATIONS

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT537
MT538
MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543
MT54 4
MT545

high

velocity

and FURNISHING

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous
colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental
Rubber seat upholstery
Rubber floor & wall coverings

LIGHTING

MT550
MT551

MT552
MT553
MT554
MT555
MT556
MT557
MT558
MT559
MT560
MT5 61
MT562
MT563
MT564

Lumiline lamps
Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers
Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting units
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge
Lighting plants, individual

MAINTENANCE

MT569
MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577
MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT586
MT587
MT588
MT589

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes
Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms, staff
Screen cleaning tools
Venetian blind cleaners

SANITATION
MT641
MT642
MT643
MT644
MT645
MT646
MT647
MT648
MT649

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum
Disinfectants
Deodorant
blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators
Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MT650
MT651

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT652
MT653
MT654
MT655
MT656
MT657

Hand
driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans
Plumbing fixtures
Toilet seats

SOUND
MT661
MT662
MT663
MT664
MT665
MT666
MT667
MT668
MT669
MT670
MT671
MT672

Sound systems, complete
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers
Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn

MT673
MT674
MT675

Lens assemblies, sound
Public address systems
Microphones

MT676
MT677
MT678

Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

PROJECTION

STAGE
USE
IF WHAT

YOU

WANT

THIS

ISN'T LISTED. ASK FOR IT BY NAME

UNDER
The MODERN

COUPON

"REMARKS''

THEATRE

Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, III.

6-10-39

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items. (List Key Numbers Below).

Remarks:

Name

Theatre
City

52

State

•

EQUIPMENT

MT591
MT592

Projectors, complete with
Projectors, standard

sound

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT596
MT597
MT598
MT599
MT600
MT601
MT602

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type
Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MT603
MT604
MT605
MT606

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

MT607
MTG08
MT609
MT610
MT611
MT612
MT613
MT614
MT615
MT616

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic

MT617
MT618
MT619
MT620
MT621
MT622
MT623
MT624
MT625
MT626
MT627
MT628
MT629
MT630
MT631
MT632

Change-over devices
Slide projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers
Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket
Ticket
Ticket

MT633

Rectifiers, magnesium-copper
sulphide

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff

MT685 Screens, moving
MT68 6 Lighting, stage
MT687
MT688
MT689
MT690
MT691

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MTG92
MT693

Footlights
Switchboards

STRUCTURAL

picture

MATERIALS

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT706
MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, viterous enamel
Fronts, porcelain enamel
Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS

issuing machines
registers
holders
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INTEREST IN ALLIED OPEN FORUM ON INDUSTRY
TRADE DRAFT RIDING HIGH; MANY LEADERS DUE
they must accept the code in its present
form or reject it because no more changes
will be made at this time.
Because of the broad participation, the
convention will be tantamount in many

Film Buying Also to Come
In for a Goodly Share
Of Discussion
Minneapolis- — When
independent exhibitors from all parts of the United
States gather here the ensuing week for
the Allied States national convention and
discuss industry problems with producerdistributor heads, many of whom also will
be present, chief interest is expected to
center

around the open forum on the proposed industry trade practice pact and
the vote that will follow, after arguments

pro and con, to determine if theatre owners should accept or reject it.
Because of the extreme importance to
the industry of the matters that will be
up for consideration and because of the
extent of participation by the various
branches of the trade, the gathering is expected to be one of the most momentous
in film annals.
Running a close second to the trade
practice pact asi a chief topic of interest
will be the subject of film costs and how
to bring about their reduction. Considerable attention also will be given to a proposal to organize a national film buying
circuit of 2,500 independent theatres, newseason sales policies, non-theatre competition, giveaways and admission prices.
Opportunity

should cease efforts to obtain “relief” from
alleged unfair trade practices and other
“evils” outside the industry, instead of at
round-table discussions by exhibitor and
producer-distributor representatives.
It will be the first time that the new,
completed trade practice pact will be presented to independent exhibitors generally in its entirety, including the controversial arbitration clause. It also will be
the first time that any independent exhibitor so desiring will have an opportunity to voice his opinion on the proposed pact and industry problems in
general before distributor-producer heads.
It will be the first time, too, that the
trade as a whole will be afforded the
chance to vote on acceptance or rejection
of the pact by secret ballot.
exhibitors,

The convention gets under way June 13
and is scheduled to continue through June
15, but W. A. Steffes, convention chairman, has intimated that it may be necessary to extend the running time several
days so that nobody will have to leave
without a chance to express his views and
so that as many differences as possible
may be settled before adjournment.
To

whether

Order

in Afternoon

President H. A. Cole will call the convention proper to order the afternoon of
June 13 following registration and an Allied States board of directors’ luncheon
meeting in the forenoon. The initial session will be executive with producer-distributor representatives barred in order
that independent exhibitors will have a
chance to unbosom themselves without
any fears of “retaliation,” as Chairman
Steffes expresses it.
On June 14 there will be another Allied
States board of directors meeting at 11
a. m. and the convention will reconvene
at 2 p. m. This second session will be
open

to

meeting

for Expression

There also is expected to be a decision
regarding whether independent exhibitors

All independent

respects to a round-table conference to
thresh out and solve industry problems
within the trade.

all producer-distributor representatives and guests as will the final
starting at 1 p. m., June 15. A

third Allied States directors' meeting is
scheduled for 10 a. m., June 15.
All theatre owners registered at the
convention will receive guest tickets to
any downtown or suburban theatre in
Minneapolis. They also will receive green
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that

The

$10 registration fee will include admission to the convention sessions, a
luncheon at the Hotel Nicollet, May 14.
a dinner in the Minnesota Terrace of the
Hotel

Nicollet, May 14, and the tenth annual banquet at 7 p. m. in the Hotel Nicollet grand ballroom, May 15.
Preparations for the banquet indicate
it will be a sumptuous and gala affair with
various liquor and wine courses, etc., special entertainment, an elaborate musical
program and brief talks by national, state
and local officials and industry leaders.
William

Elson, prominent Minneapolis exhibitor, noted for his quick wit, brilliantsense of humor and master of ceremonies
talents, will be toastmaster.
It is hoped to have two governors —
Stassen and Herring of Minnesota and
Iowa, respectively — present at the banquet.
Invitations also have been extended to
Jimmy Roosevelt, Will Hays and C. C.
Pettijohn.
“We

don't expect

our open

forums

to be

pink teas,” Steffes stated in his final convention bulletin. “They probably will be
knockdown

drag-out

Steffes

affairs.”

Reports

Diehards

It also was made known by Steffes that
he has been warned by some Northwest
Allied members that if Allied States accepts arbitration and other proposed

independent exhibitors “stop fighting”
settle differences through the pact
arbitration.
If the trade practice

and
and

pact is accepted

by

Allied States, Steffes is certain it will become the “law” of the entire industry.
Some companies, he alleges, already have
cheated

on “the

so-called

reforms.”

But.

he promises, they’ll be put on the spot at
the convention and it will be determined
“for once and all” whether the pact or
the opinion of local branch managers and.
in some instances, salesmen, will govern.

not they’re members of Allied States, its
affiliates or any other organization have
been invited to attend the convention and
participate in its deliberations.

Rodgers

fee tickets for Oak Ridge country golf
club where they can play golf Wednesday
or Thursday morning with no charge other
than their caddy fee.

trade reforms they’ll pull out and form
another organization. At the same time,
however, he says, others have urged that,

or

Among the producer- distributor leaders
who will be on hand will be W. F. Rodgers,
M-G-M sales manager, who had a leading part in formulating the code; Harry
Cohn, Grad Sears, W. Ray Johnston and
Jimmy Grainger, Columbia, Warner Bros.,
Monogram and Republic presidents, respectively, etc.

Recreational Provisions
Include Golf Tourney
And Gala Banquet

Warns

of Fire Hazard

Sioux

City, Ia. — Public Safety Commissioner Harold N. Sturgeon has notified
exhibitors that they may be arrested unless they find a way to keep Bank Night
crowds out of the streets. Charge prob-

Heads KMT A Again —
Frank

Cassil of St. Joseph, Mo., reelected president of the Kansas-Missouri Theatres Ass’n for a second term.

said.

ably would be “creating

a fire hazard.”

he

Sturgeon’s warning resulted from a visit
to an outlying theatre where he estimated
2,000 persons packed the street.
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A Wave of Summer
Foldups Impends
Minneapolis — Closing

of W.

A. Steffes

highly successful sure-seater World Theatre for an indefinite period starting June
17 may usher in a succession of such shutterings, according to present indications.
A serious shortage of first-run product
as well as bad business is responsible for
the present plans to darken numerous
houses for at least a part of the summer.
Steffes states that he is closing the
World for the first time in its history “because of inability to obtain product suitable for its
patrons.”
House
caters
to the carriage trade principally and plays foreign and unusual pictures along with occasional American and
British hit films that move over to it for
extensions of their loop first-runs after
first being shown at larger downtown theatres. “Pygmalion,” “Three Smart Girls
Grow Up” and “A Man to Remember” enjoyed long World runs this season — the
first two after they had been presented at
other downtown houses.
The Minnesota Amusement Co. will be
forced to close two of its loop houses
within the next few weeks unless the distributors decide to release more suitable
first-runs than now are scheduled, it has
become known.
Another house at which closing notice
has been posted and which likely will go
dark within a fortnight is the 1,900-seat
independent de luxe subsequent-run Palace in the lower loop. It discontinued its
weekend vaudeville last week.

Seen above are Paramounteers at Kansas City’s union station Monday afternoon about to board the Zephyr lor Omaha to join many others from
the east en route to the coast for their annual sales convention. TOP
LEFT — J. T. McBride. St. Louis; J. T. Manfre, Arthur H. Cole, Bob Carnie,
George Hinton, J. H. States, Paul Hannon, Nelson Burrus, Joe W. Stark,
all of Kansas City; unidentified, and L. W. McClintock, Dallas. TOP
RIGHT — Holding the key to Boxoffice is F. Lamed of Dallas. Looking on
is Wm. C. Kroeger. also of Dallas. BOTTOM LEFT — Jim States of Kansas
City; Harry H. Gleaves and Bernard H. Brager of Dallas. BOTTOM
RIGHT — Hugh W. Braly of Dallas; Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Schweitzer of
St. Louis. That magazine in Mrs. Schweitzer’s hand is a current edition of
Boxoffice.
taken care of.

Gas, Oil and a Free
Show, All in One
Kansas

City — The

following

news

story,

reprinted from The Platte County Gazette,
published at Parkville, Mo., for June 2,
furnishes evidence of a form of competition to which exhibitors have paid little
or no attention in the past:
SUCCESSFUL

MOVIE

Jerry Carver Packs 'Em in Sunday
for the Second Time

Night

Jerry Carver, the Texaco man who has
a filling station at the intersection of
Highways 71 and 69, repeated again on
last Sunday night, when a crowd, estimated at more than 1,500 men, women and
children, witnessed the free movie.
“The cars were lined up on all sides,”
said Jerry, “and every available parking
space was occupied long before the show
started. They stood on running boards,
set (sic) on fenders, and even some
climbed to the top of the filling station to
get a better view of the picture.”
“Plans are already under way to provide additional space for the ever increasing crowds that attend these free movies,
and no matter how large the crowd will
be next Sunday evening, they will be
54

“The baseball game scheduled for next
Sunday at the local Texaco baseball diamond promises to create more than a
passing interest. The Texaco Fire Chiefs
will tangle with the Maurer Longhorns
(that’s what we call them) in a fight to
the finish. Both ball clubs are rated very
strong in the amateur class and an exceptionally good game is being promised.
Don’t fail to attend this ball game next
This was the news story on the front
Sunday.”
page. There was a large advertisement,
in addition.
On Page 2 was this announcement, in
blackface type: “FREE MOVIE SATURDAY NIGHT. The merchants of the City
of Parkville wish to extend a cordial invitation to everyone in Parkville and vicinity to attend the free movie that will
be shown

here this Saturday

night.”

Gets ",Harlem " Film

Kansas

City — William

Royal Film Exchange

Pincus

announces

of

the

that he

has acquired territorial rights for “Moon
Over Harlem,” all-Negro cast. The film
will play the Fox Lincoln five days beginning June 11.
20th-Fox
Hollywood — An

Extends

extension

Brower

at 20th-Fox.

tion. they’re bothered by the product situasay
In the territory as a whole there have
been many more summer closings than at
any corresponding time in recent years.
Exhibitors complain that business now is
the worst in more than five years.

Benz Bros, Retract Plans
To Open

of his direc-

to Otto

the Minnesota

Minneapolis — Prospects

now

are

that

the anticipated reopening of the 4,200seat Minnesota Theatre by the Benz interests, millionaire realty and liquor dealers, will not materialize.
It had been planned to reopen the big
house, formerly operated by the Minnesota Amusement Co., with a combination
policy of stage entertainment and pictures at a 25-cent admission.
Reason for the change in heart by the
Benz brothers is believed to be the present
extremely adverse boxoffice conditions in
downtown Minneapolis.

Summer

Brower

torial contract has been handed

Several prominent neighborhood exhibitors declare they’re “seriously considering”
a summer shut-down and will be forced
to such action unless business shortly
takes a turn for the better. They also

Spring

Closing at Spring Valley

Valley,

Wis. — The

will be closed for two
June 14.
BOXOFFICE
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H. J. Griffith Into Nebraska;
Takes Share in Booth Bros.

Photograph Contests
Labeled Lottery
Jefferson

City,

Mo. — Theatre

aways of the nature of “photo
are lotteries, according to an

give-

pay night”
opinion of

the Missouri attorney general’s office.
At the request of Vincent Moody, prosecutor of Macon County, assistant attorney
general, F. E. Reagan, who, it is recalled,
has handed down most of the opinions
holding theatre cash giveaways to be lotteries, rendered an opinion in connection
with a giveaway based on photographs.
Moody said that the theatre would take
pictures of patrons, send them to Illinois
for development, and a “winning” picture
would be returned to the theatre for showing. If the subject of the picture shown
was in the theatre, he received a cash
prize.
“Selection of the winning photograph
was left to the uncontrolled discretion of
judge or judges
in his opinion.

in Illinois,” Reagan

Leon Abraham
Wangberg

said

Succeeds

at RKO

Desk

Kansas City — With the advancement of
John Wangberg from office manager of
the RKO exchange here to home office
representative, Leon Abraham, head
booker at Metro, has been named to succeed Wangberg. Abraham has been head
booker at Metro for the past four years.
Prior to that he was office manager and
booker for Universal at Omaha for two
years. The change was effective Monday.
Wangberg, who is leaving June 10 for
Charlotte, N. C„ one of the offices which
he will work, was presented a handsome
set of matched traveling bags before his
departure. The luggage comprised the
gifts of Variety Club and of the RKO exchange office personnel. Since Wangberg
will be traveling from now on, the selection of gifts seems particularly appropriate.

A1 Adler
M-G-M

Advanced

Head

to

Booker

Kansas City — With the resignation of
Leon Abraham as head booker to join
RKO, A1 Adler has been moved up to that
post at Metro. Adler hasi been with the
Metro exchange for seven years, and in
that time has filled a variety of posts.

Add

Booker

Replaces

Levy

Kansas City — Carl Hoodenpyle, who was
with Warner Bros, seven years ago in the
booking department, has been named poster clerk at Columbia here, succeeding
Ken Levy.

BOXOFFICE

June 30, when W. W. Booth’s share in the
Booth Bros, properties of Nebraska City
and Auburn go to H. J. Griffith.
This adds Nebraska to a list of states in
which they operate, consisting of Kansas,
Missouri. Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico
and Arizona.

K

A

Y

^OM
EDWARDS
is using a couple of
stunts on “Lucky Night” at the Ozark,
Eldon, Mo.: To the first ten who presented a four-leaf clover, picked within
33% miles of Eldon, on June 18, will go
ten free admissions. He also is arranging a stage wedding, with merchants presenting gifts, during the showing of the
picture. Edwards played the Prairie
Pioneers from KMBC, Kansas City, recently at the Ozark, Eldon. Mo., paid a
big price for them, and got very little attendance. So now, Tom tells his patrons.
Republic Pictures has them on the coast
making a picture with Gene Autry!
On the Row: Homer Garber, Baxter
Springs, Kas.: A. E. Jarboe, Cameron,
Mo.; Walt Talbot, Rogers, Ark.; W. L.
Norris M. A. Otto, Pleasanton, Kas. Dr. F.
L. Lisbona, Maitland, Mo.; George Owens,
Lathrop, Mo.; Tom Wilhoit, Plattsburg,
Mo.; S. G. McDonald, Sumner, Mo.; Nick
Kotsis, Holden, Mo.; Gus Diamond, Salma,
Kas.; C. B. McAleer, Parsotis, Kas.; Jim
Russell, Lancaster, Mo.; Glen Klock,
Neodasha, Kas.; Earl Kerr. Albany and
Bethany, Mo.; Spencer Hays, Lee, Lees
Summit, Mo.; Harry Till, Hamilton, Mo.;
A. J. Simmons, Lamar, Mo.; John Huston,
Glasco, Kas.
Laura Austin has replaced Miss Agnes
Kemp as cashier at Republic. Pauline
Siegrist succeeds Laura as bookkeeper. On
June 8, Miss Kemp and Leo M. Kiefer will
be married at St. Francis Xavier Church.
Ralph Adams, Buddy Brown, Harold
Hume, and Allen Karf were so pleased
with having their names in this pillar two
weeks ago for being on Filmrow that they
attended the John Wangberg luncheon en
masse. Or, so we are told. The boys ad-

Booth made the sale, he said, because
he has to go west for his health. He hopes
to enter the show business again after he
settles.
R. R. Booth, associated with him, retains
his interest and will act as the circuit
manager for Griffith in Nebraska City.
C. E. Souders. manager of the Auburn
atres, is also being retained.
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$ $ $ $ EXTRA
BOOKING

THE

GREAT

NOW

vise that Ralph

Adams

soon

will cut out

all
those trips
to Fort
Scott. Kas.
a wedding
in the
offing.

There’s

Janice Miller is the new girl on the
phone at RKO, replacing Evelyn Kyle,
now Mrs. J. W. Lewis . . . Martha Van
Harris is the new steno at Grand National
. . . Edith Brill and Gladys Elliott of WB
are on vacation.
Elmer Sedin, home
is at the local RKO
weeks.

office representative,
exchange for several

Tom Wilhoit was seen propositioning
Paul Hannon of Paramount to peddle a
bunch of capon eggs in Hollywood.
Ben Kalmenson of Warner Bros., New
York, is here this week conferring with
local executives.
Nat Hechtman of Hollywood Advertising Co., announces the appointment of
George V. Atkinson as his representative
in the south. Atkinson was formerly a
salesman for Grand National Pictures in
Charlotte, N. C.
E. L. Harris,

Alexander

Film

Co.

Stanley Schwartz of the State Theatre,
Kansas City, Kas., is mighty proud of his
son, Lionel, who has just received a permit
for entrance in Harvard next fall to study
law.
Luke Pritchett of Film Delivery has just
finished his vacation, three days of which
he spent in bed, ill .. . Harry Sefton of
the Orpheum, Wichita, Kas., will fill in
(Continued on page 57)

MONEY

TERRITORY

AND

$ $ $ $

COMPANY

Easy terms and GUARANTEED to make you a PROFIT, or we take loss. Tons of
Scenery ... A Miracle Show of Wonders . . . FREE Street Bally and Stunts . . .
FREE

Advertising, Mats

Prefer 2 days each

and Trailers . . . EXTRA — "Spook”

town.
Write

or wire

dis-

trict manager, has added Mike O’Donnell
and Harry Mahannah to his sales force
for this area.

IN MIDWEST

ZOGI

the-

IE IE

at Columbia

Kansas City — Harold Heilman has been
transferred from the Columbia exchange
office, Detroit, here, as assistant booker.
He will relieve the pressure on Eugene
Snitz and Zack Beiser, who have been doing the job, with Beiser handling the post
of office manager as well.

Hoodenpyle

Lincoln — The Griffith Amusement Co.
steps into Nebraska for the first time on

Managers
days preferred

Say

show,

escapes,

"Tripled Average

etc.
Grosses"

at ONCE

ULT
L
rex theatre,
ip7 newton,
Kansas
D KD UA TT
Vi mC Mr
LV IjEi

RKO,

leaves this week for Chicago,
waukee and Excelsior Springs.

Wonder

how

the Florine

Mil-

W eiland-Plude

romance is coming? . . . Chick Friedman’s
head won’t stand the heat . . . National
Screen folks were burning Thursday because the coke people failed to fill their
machine on the hottest day of the year
... We will have torn a weiner with that
bunch at Lake Ahquabi (sure, we had to
look it up too) by the time this is on your
desk.

That’s Mrs. Maxwell
how well Lola, Rosemary

lowans. All! —
Rosemary Lane acts as official hostess to a party headed by John Anderson,
an exhibitor from Boone, la., on the set of a current Warner picture being
filmed at the Burbank, Cal., plant.

piLMROW
off and on guard: Burton
Jerrel, resplendent in white togs, standing back of the fence at Birdland Courts
muttering “Aw, Shucks,” and twitting us
about our game (love and tennis) . . .
Evan

Jacobs eating chicken at the Chickadee with a chicken, and so engrossed in

both that he almost missed saying “Hi!”
. . . Same Evan Jacobs at Fox next day
blushing all over the place and trying to
change the subject by talking about the
“Young Mr. Lincoln” . . . Stan Mayer,
nonchalantly dressed as if for golf (or
lawn mowing) , standing on his front porch
painstakingly chasing through each
pocket after his door key . . . Joe Ancher
from

Warner

and

Ruby

Willey

from

Uni-

versal out front discussing the latter’s
new face (Universal’s, not Ruby’s) . . .
Joe Deatch striding down past RKO one
way and looking hard at another (good
way to stub your toe, Joe!) . . . Grace
Simons waiting at National Screen for her
sister, and blowing up when same appears
wearing a white outfit just like hers . . .
Frank Greenland pushing open the door
and speaking as though in fine fettle, but
being reported to us as harboring a bad
disposition on this particular day . . . Ken
Clayton bicycling without benefit of shirt
(Hey, Keith of the Omaha Wilsons, we
showed Ken your letter and he said
“Humph!” Now whadaya s’pose he meant
by that?) . . . Harry Holdsberg standing
on one foot on the Paramount sidewalk
and attracting many an admiring glance
from feminine passersby.
A. E. Thiele at the Des Moines Theatre
Supply claims he got that cute pink circle
sunburned on his forehead while working
. . . Carl Sokolof says he spent Memorial
Day resting in peace . . . An announcement
on Carl’s desk says Max Rosenblatt will
start eating rice and wearing old shoes on
June 11.
David

O. Selznick owes Des Moines Librarian Forrest Spaulding a
vote of

thanks. The library here still has “Gone
With the Wind” on the seven-day shelf
when everybody knows it takes two weeks
to get through the darned thing ... We
wish there were more people on the Row
like Marian Temple at Republic. She
drops us a line every now and then telling
us what’s

5G

new

in her

office and

usually

gives us the low-down
or so. Swell gal.

on

an

exhibitor

George Estel, engineer at Parrot Film,
builds projectors and makes especially designed cameras in the basement of his
home.
He has some very impressive
equipment . . . All of which reminds us
how sure T. B. Grinspan out at Parrot
always is sure that there’ no news in the
place. How about that lovely red glass
decanter set Goldman gave the Estels,
T. B.?

getting along. She’s back in Des Moines.
Mrs. Edwards is the Lane sister who
spurned stage and screen, you know.
Joy Hodges had more news than she
knew in that note to Ken Clayton. She
told him about trying to land a film spot
for Gene Grounds, former Greenfield, la.,
boy. But she wasn’t aware that Gene and
Ken used to live across the hall from each
other at Grinnell college.
Sh-h-h. That man
from Chicago’s
WLS
was really scouting for Republic
pictures. He spent some time with the
Iowa network, but we’ve an idea he had an
eye on WHO’s Louisianna Lou most of
the time.
Two Oelwein, la., youngsters are going
to get a new thrill out of life if efforts to
obtain an interview with Gene Autry for
them go through.
This

We hear that Lou Levy was responsible
for the Hollywood Club engagement of
that former Chez Paris dancer. Lou met
her in Omaha. Don West and his Central
States entourage are in Omaha this week
. . . Henry Schoen, ad sales manager at

AW,

of the

Humota

Theatre

in Humboldt came in to see the PaychekRowsey fight last week and then gave the
bulk of his enthusiasm to two youngsters
who fought in the preliminaries.

A dillar, a dollar, a five o’clock scholar
. . . how come, Marvin Fosse? Filmrow
says you were here Thursday by noon and
that you usually don’t show up until everyone wants to go home at five. Maybe you
got the Grand at Wellman and the Pastime
at LaPorte City put to bed early the night
before?

We saw a picture lay-out of a corn-fed
aviator taken by Harold M. Mansfield of
the King Theatre in Ida Grove. Harold is
a member
Guild.
Major

of the Freelance

Moore

out

weather

makes

“Dimples” Lohman ?tiade
(Continued on page

the Tall Corn — By RENE

Pop! Bang! Blooey! Keokuk patrons held
their ears when water bugs got into the
sound track at the Grand Theatre there.
The show had to be stopped twice.
B. Franke

hot

us

wonder

if

A. C. Schuyler’s little daughter, Carol, has
to pin up' those beautiful golden curls to
keep cool?
a birdie
60)

in

SHUCKS!

From

W.

Edwards telling
and Priscilla are

Photographers’

at Fort

Des

Moines

tells us that the Post’s theatre is serviced
by the regional office of the army motion

McCLUSKEY

picture service and is self-supporting at
20 cents and 14 cents admissions. All
profit is used to build additional
atres throughout the country.
The

Strand

at Cedar

Rapids

Post the-

which

has

been

temporarily closed for reorganization, will be reopened some time this fall
under the management of Harold Wright.
His former partner, W. R. Praught, will
operate a theatre in Rochester, Minn.
Rumors of a third theatre in Estherville
operated by Central States are floating
around the Row. Tongue-waggers are giving September 1 as the opening date.
Ernie Michael of the Strand Theatre in
Leon was around this week. Ernie is John
Waller’s brother-in-law. John operates
the Osceola Theatre. We met John in
the Des Moines Theatre Supply Thursday,
but he didn’t know we’re the one
been quoting him for about three
now — and we didn’t let on.

who’s
issues

A. D. Hahn of the Rialto in Bedford
smote the Row right between the eyes
• Continued

on

BOXOFFICE

page
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Potter Bros , Form
Kaycee

don’t believe the title of the picture, just
drop by Homer Blackwell’s and take a
squint at the stills. You'll not only whistle,
you’ll forget about the hot weather.
Earl Jameson of Film Delivery was
celebrating his birthday last Thursday.
He said he was 58, but not even his enemies believe that. His smews are too
thick.
Stamping around the Stem: John Whiting, Downs, Kas.; Mrs. Marion Miller,
Boonville, Mo.; Bob Shelton, Warrensburg,
Mo. Shelton is mayor of his town.
They really gave Johnny Wangberg of
RKO a nice sendoff at that Variety Club
shindig. Arthur Cole of Paramount handled the affair, and did a hangup job, in
spite of Finton Jones, who made the crack
of the week. Cole took it in his stride.
Even Tommy Thompson, RKO manager,
made a speech — about a minute and a
half long.

Kansas City — Charles H. Potter, local
exhibitor, and his brother, S. L. Potter,
have formed the Potter Premium Co.,
here.

The firm has contracted for a general line of theatre premiums, including
china, silver, pottery, etc. Potter spent
ten days in May on a trip to New York,
Philadelphia, Chicago, and several Ohio
cities establishing contacts with potteries
and manufacturers of glassware, silver,
cutlery, etc.
C. H. Potter has been in the theatre
business in Kansas City for 15 years, and
currently operates the Murray, Baltis, and
Admiral, suburban houses.

Chart Summer

Don’t think that the exhibitors out this
way aren’t interested in television. The
one feature those from the territory particularly like is that stations will not be
able to televise beyond the line of horizon; in other words, about 40 to 50 miles.
If the exhibitor is located outside that
limit, he breathes a real sigh of relief.

Wednesdays will be regular business gatherings, the third social events. In addition
several picnics, swimming events, and other
outdoor get-togethers are planned for the
summer.

The Oklahoma Theatre Supply has sold
1,000 streamlined Hey wood - Wakefield
chairs to the Pull Gospel Tabernacle, 3100
East 31st St., Kansas City.

Free Show Ad Nets Big
Business for Loop
Minneapolis — (State Theatre, one of the
ace Minnesota Amusement Company loop
houses, helped the loop (itself excepted)
to a surprise prosperity night. Advertising free admission to all persons presenting four-leaf clovers as a ballyhoo for its
screen attraction, “Lucky Night,” the big
de luxer attracted a huge throng to the
downtown district.
Thousands were turned away and these
helped to fill all the competing loop lower
admission spots, including the Minnesota
Amusement company’s own Lyric and
Aster (which enjoyed one of their biggest
Monday night’s patronage in years) , Pantages and the Seventh Street.
Eleven police were required to handle
the crowd at the State and when thousadmission

TRADE
—
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the

summer. Both probably
opened early in the fall.

AND

Offer — Priced

Uptown

in recent weeks,
signed for the moment.

New

Phone:

with

Theatre
Equipment
Wichita,
Kas.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

Blvd.

authorized capital. The incorporators: Vogel Gettier, Springfield, 34
shares; A1 Fabry, Sedalia, 34 shares; Irving
Achtenberg, Kansas City, one share, and
Helen Wilks, Kansas City, one share.

THE EXHIBITOR

AIR
National

Engineering

and

Corp.

VI. 3535
19th St.
— Kansas
t

City, Mo.

Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation

SERVICE

K. C. SOUND
Syncrofilm

Sound

SERVICE

Equipment

1818 Wyandotte

and

Service

St.

W. P. Humston

HA

4783

ER
INEBUTLER
ENG
C. R.

SOUND
ENGINEER

Sound System Installation and Service
Midwest Service Corporation
2606 Monterey St.
0134

Co., Indp't
Phone

ITIONING
COND
Air Conditioning

SOUND

2-2153

St. Joseph, Mo.
Phones

2-4012 — 2-4115

’’Service As Near

As Your

Telephone”

ASSOCIATIONS

Independent Theatre Owners Association
1214 Brush Creek Road — VAlentine 2770
E. E. Webber jr., Pres. John Wolfberg, Sec.
K. M. T. A.
221 W. 18th St. — Harrison
Cass.il, Pres.

Firm

$10,000

213 West

Victor 8796

Stebbins Theatre Equipment Co.
1804 Wyandotte St.
C. H. Badger, Mgr.
Phone: GRand

Frank

Kaycee

Jefferson City — The Colonial Theatre
Corp. of Kansas City has been incorporated

to Sell.

Great Western Stage Equipment Co.
817 Holmes St.
T. L. Greening, Mgr.
Phone: Victor 9078

EXHIBITOR

unas-

CITY TERRITORY

Central Theatre Equipment Company
Western Electric - Mirrophonic Sound
Motiograph Projectors
E. C. Leeves, General Manager
130 W. 18th St.
Tel. HArrison 3345

Southwest

remains

R. J. “Bob” Haley, manager of the Orpheum, is taking his vacation. He will then
go to Chicago, and probably will fill in at
the Palace and State there for a while.

A. A. Electric Machinery Co.
Ernest Amoneno, Mgr.
St.

re-

SUPPLIES

Why Pay More?
G. A. Peterson
Victor 4075
31 Southwest
Kansas City, Mo.

1117 Cherry

will be

The closing of the Tower sent F. E.
Ritter and his assistant, Harry Biederman,
to the Uptown. H. A. Rodick, who was
at the Tower, and who has been at the

FOR

Peterson ’’Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
Blowers, washers, spray nozzels, office and
home units.

AIR CONDITIONING
Peterson "Freezem" Mfg. <& Sales Co.
316 Southwest Blvd.
Kansas City, Mo.

GUIDE
KANSAS

Special

Kansas City — The Fox Tower and RKO
Orpheum, first runs, have folded here for

DIRECTORY

A HANDY

EQUIPMENT

Shut for Summer

Meetings

Kansas City — The Cinema Club has
scheduled regular meetings the first and
third Wednesdays at Variety Clubrooms
during June, July, and August. The first

More exhibitors: J. W. Coulter, Gallatin, Mo., on his way to California for a
vacation: Glen Newbold, Yates Center,
Kas.; J. Ward Spielman, Baldwin, Kas.

gain

Tower and Orpheum

Firm

55)

managers while
this summer.

We’d like to see “This’ll Make You
Whistle,” release of the C&M
Pictures,
Inc., starring Jack Buchanan. If you

ands found they couldn’t
there was near rioting.

Premium

New

Fred Meyn,

4825
Sec.-Treas.

Alexander

Film

Company

BLICITY
PU
SCREEN
Motion
Picture
Advertising

~

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa
239 East 72nd Terrace
Phone:

Hlland

2694

57

Admission Reduction
J^ARRY SHERMAN in town from New
York selling the Nova-Baer fight
films. He also will have the Louis-Galento flickers. The Orpheum here had
first run on the Nova-Baer pictures this
week. J. L. Stem of Majestic, the Bank
Night man, handling the distribution in
the

territory of “When Germany Surrendered” which has aroused much interest among the trade because of its boxoffice feats elsewhere.
Al Avid, Columbia salesman, happy now
that his recent bride has recovered from
an appendectomy . . . Tom Burke reports
exhibitors jumping on the Movie Cash
bandwagon. He just closed with the Minnesota Amusement . . . Al Anson and Harvey Buchanan, associated with the company, were spotted in a big parade of
Shriners here Monday.
Mannie Goodman, genial Hollywood
Advertising man, tells about a heavy demand for valances around the territory —
a good sign of exhibitors’ optimism created by recent rains, which the crops needed
so badly . . . Ted Bolnick, Eddie Ruben’s
man at LaCrosse, Wis., in town with one
of his staff members, Joe Spradling. Ted
showed Joe around the Wei worth circuit
offices and other local interest spots.
Dick Wagner, Sioux Falls, S. D„ theatre
and fireworks man, again seen in the
neighborhood of the Flandreau. S. D.. Indian reservation. Whatcha doing, heap
big chief Wag? . . . Clayton Severson,
manager of the Monty, Montevideo, Minn.,
complimented by his company’s head.
Eddie Ruben, for leading the May Day’s
campaign conducted by the circuit.
Bill Crystal, Grand National branch
manager, setting the territory on fire with
his new serial. “Six Shooting Sheriff” . . .
Ben Spewak has shelved his plans for a
new theatre for the present while he takes
his tent show on the road. He not only
manages, but also directs and plays the
lead role.
Joe Floyd, manager of the Hollywood
Theatre, Sioux Falls, S. D„ pulled a nifty
by getting a local chap to sit on his upright sign during the run of “Only Angels
Have Wings.” The exploitation stunt was
the result of a wager, according to Floyd
who says the idea was that if Max Baer
had defeated Nova, he, Joe, would have
to jump out of an airplane in a parachute.
With Nova the winner, however, the other
guy was compelled to squat on the 36foot sign.
Helen

Johnson,

Welworth

homeoffice

girl, on her World’s Pair vacation excursion . . . Emmy Nyberg of the 20th-Fox
office staff likewise vacationing . . . Gertrude Guimont and Helen Pauly, Warner
pretties, planning their trip to Los Angeles
and San Francisco. Rumor has it that
screen tests are in the offing.
Bob

Years

Hokum

of the Pantages

of Experience Has Taught
to Serve You

Us

Theatre

How

Peterson "Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
316 Southwest Blvd.
Kansas City, Mo.
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staff is regarded as the best horseman in
local theatrical circles as well as being a
vocalist of more than passing mention
. . . Ben Ashe, Fergus Falls, Minn., exhibitor and former Minneapolitan, avers he
has improved his cribbage game almost
50 per cent since the recent business slump
set in .. . Abe Kaplan, popular theatre
magnate and bachelor, threw quite a party
for some of his theatrical folk friends. And
what a cook that man is.
The Hollywood Theatre, La Crosse.
Minn., bested all local records by playing
“Union Pacific” for 13 consecutive days
. . . Jack Wright trying two-for-one’s at
his Chief Theatre, Red Wing, Minn., under
the name “Sweetheart Nights” . . . RKO
gang’s getting ready to leave for the New
York sales convention.
Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included Don Buckley, Redivood Falls.
Minn.; Charles Connaught, Olivia, Minn.;
Allen Mueller, Bonny Benfield, Morris,
Mum.; Billy Benfield, Graceville, Minn.;
C. T. Paulson, Red Lake Falls, Minn.; Lee
Clair, Rosholt, S. D.; C. E. Lindquist, Onamia, Minn., and Jack Wright, Red Wing,
Minn. . . . The Minnesota Amusement Co.

Sentiment Appears
Minneapolis— Admission

price

changes

are being considered by the trade here
with the idea in mind of stimulating business. Some of the independents favor a
general drop to 15 cents for the neighborhoods, but it’s believed the vast majority
of
houses will stand pat with their present
scale.
Those opposing
out that the new
evidently has not
scale — five cents
uptown house
Amusement

a slash in prices point
St. Louis Park theatre
been hurt by its 30-cent
higher than any other
except the Minnesota

Company’s

35-cent Granada.

Price Shift Again at
The Lincoln Capitol
Lincoln — The

price

scene

shifted

again

has changed the date for its managers’
convention at Breezy Point, Minn., to Aug
15-17. It originally was scheduled for

when Bob Livingston, who dropped his
Capitol to 15 cents anywhere anytime from
20 cents top a week ago, went back to
20 cents mainfloor, while leaving the balcony in the 15 cent range.
These prices will match the Liberty for
the summer, as of June 16. The Varsity
has been added to the dipping scales, soon

August

to go from 10-25-35 cents to a new 10-2025 cent tariff.

1-3.

“Only Angels Have Wings,” opening
cold at the Orpheum here, did more business its first day, Decoration Day, than
was chalked up at the same house by
“You Can’t Take It With You,” “The
Lost Horizon” and “Awful Truth.” Only
“Theodora Goes Wild” pulled a bigger
gross. On the 10 days’ run at the Orpheum, “Only Angels” smashed through
to exceptionally big takings. Jack Thoma,
Columbia exploiteer from Chicago, who
helped Manager Bill Sears to do a fine
selling job on the Cary Grant-Jean Arthur opus, made Minneapolis his headquarters while working on the picture’s engagements in Duluth, Minn., and Superior
and LaCrosse, Wis.
“ Hardys Ride High” ran two weeks in
downtown Minneapolis to heavy trade,
earning swell profits for both the State
and Century. M-G-M had no less than
three of the five Minneapolis first-runs
the past week, the other two being “Lucky
Night” and “Tell No Tales,” at the State
and Gopher, respectively — both of them
very entertaining pictures. And this week
M-G-M again is represented in the loop
by “It’s a Wonderful World” and “Calling
Dr. Kildare,” at the Orpheum and Century, respectfully .
Charlie

Weiner

of Monogram

spotted

his “Wolf Call,” an adaptation of the Jack
London story, into the World. The booking
of it by W. A. Steffes for his high-class
theatre speaks well for the film’s quality
. . . Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district manager,
back from a visit with his parents in
Hamilton, Ont., and a conference in New
York with Herman Wobber regarding the
coming S. R. Kent drive for which Levy
has been appointed leader . . . Mother of
Myrtle Kelly, Universal booker, off on a
trip to Sweden . . . Gladys McGuire of

Litvak Directs Cagney
Hollywood — Anatole

Litvak

will

direct

James Cagney’s next starrer for Warner,
“The World Moves On.” Others in the
cast are Ann Sheridan, Priscilla Lane and
Humphrey Bogart.

Hollywood
— ured
Top featured
in War"
in "Toesroles
Feat

ner's “On Your Toes” have been assigned
to James Gleason, Frank McHugh and
Alan Hale.

20th-Fox office staff, vacationing in northern Minnesota.

George Weeks. Monogram general sales
manager, spent two days here with his
local representative, Charlie Weiner . . .
H. B. Johnson, Universal branch manager,
visited northern Minnesota accounts . . .
These hot days find exhibitors flocking to
the cool and comfy air-conditioned exchanges— Universal and 20th-Fox . . .
Congratulations to A. Selby Carr. The
Minneapolis Paramount exchange won
second place nationally in the company’s
“ Four Star” 13 weeks’ drive.
Don Schwartz, Warner booker, is spending his vacation in the Twin Cities currently— much of it in St. Paul which is
said to hold some feminine interest for
Don . . . Minneapolis Warner branch finished second in its district, just a trifle
behind Chicago, and its district topped the
entire United States in the recent Grad
Sears’ drive ... A. Selby Carr landing
plenty of big fish in northern Minnesota. He’s a red-hot fisherman . . . Ben
Blotcky will head the Paramount delegation to the sales convention in Los Angeles.
BOXOFFICE

:: June 10, 1939

Des Moines Forwards
"Career" Premiere
Des

Moines — Plans

are

going

forward

for the premiere of Phil Stong’s “Career,”
which will be held in Des Moines July 2.
Lewis Alleman, RKO representative from
New York, has been here since June 1
working with local interests to promote the
event. Sunday evening, July 2, will climax
a round of entertainment scheduled to begin Saturday. Two dollars and twentyfive cents is being considered as a possible
admission charge for the premiere. A special showing will be held Sunday afternoon
for approximately 2,000 Wrigley chewing
gum dealers and their families.
Tentative arrangements have been made
to charter two planes from Hollywood, two
from New York and two from Chicago to
bring the entire “Career” cast plus two
other film personalities to Des Moines
Saturday, July 1. A noonday luncheon at
Younkers Tearoom for the stars, film executives, and the press is planned. A golf
match involving some of the Hollywood
stars may be arranged at the Inter-Collegiate golf tournament which is being held
at Wakonda Club here at that time.
Although it is not yet definitely decided,
present plans are to engage a name band
and hold a film ball at Drake Stadium.
The stadium field is to be converted into a
huge dance floor. Admission will probably be $1.00 per couple.
The entire “Gateway to Hollywood” air
show, sponsored from Los Angeles by Wrigley, will be here to broadcast from the
Shrine Auditorium July 2. The hour of

THE

date is June

13; the place is Tom

Boydston’s Lincolnrink, 1916 O St.; the
time is 10:30 p. m.; and the event is the
show business annual roller skateree
thrown by Lincoln’s amusement zone.
Everybody in show business is invited, including Bank Night salesmen. Place was
changed from Capitol Beach, where it was
held formerly, because Boydston’s spot is
right on Theatre Row. It’s all FREE, and
that’s something, when the film barons
are charging HIGH prices like 5 and 10
cents for only two features. Anybody who
goes home without black and blue marks
will be the victims of oversight.
Ed Vaughan says a gal who starts out
by being hard to get, usually winds up being hard to get rid of . . . Ruth Johnson,
crippled in a fall off a horse 10 weeks ago,
is back in the Nebraska Theatres, Inc.,
office, and at her old desk. Still limps from
a broken pelvis.
Carl Rose sent on a photo of his chin
whiskers which were only recently shaved.
Looks like a tintype . . . Harry Warren
note: Boxoffice tells you no lies! those
Griffith boys from Oklahoma really did buy
into Nebraska . . . Ted Lewis, on a series
of six one-nighters for dance joints, said
he would make pictures whenever they
paid his price — adding: “They can’t
hurt me” . . . George O. Monroe is waiting
for that message any day which will take
BOXOFFICE
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National manager
Grand
LEVY,
J^OU
at Des
Moines,
probably will have the
Omaha branch under his wing, for a while
at least. Freddie Horn, GN boss here, went
to Columbia as a general utility salesman.
Regina Molseed, RKO booker, and her
sister are on their way to Washington and
New

York via auto for a two weeks’ vacation. They’ll take in the World’s Fair of
course . . . Vernon Van, Strand Theatre,
Wakefield. Neb., was a rare visitor in
town.

Maurice “Red” Kann, Boxoffice editorin-chief, was on the Paramount sales special en route to California. Paramount
bigwigs included Stanton Griffis, Barney
Balaban and Adolph Zukor. Griffis predicted television for Omaha within the
next 18 months, he told Boxoffice.
Boarding the train here were branch
managers and salesmen from several midwestern Paramount branches . . . Local
lads included Ted Mendenhall, branch
manager;

Ike Rubin', B. A. Tomte,

Carl

entertainment will include the finals of
the second series of RKO talent hunt. The
eight remaining contestants, together with
Jesse L. Lasky and Producer Charles Vanda
will be present. Tickets to the broadcast
will be distributed free of charge.
The usual invitation to film critics and
newspapermen will be extended. Phil
Stong, the author of “Career” and a former Iowan, will be here for the premiere.
His wife, also an Iowan and former Reg-

him east for D. of J. testimony in the film
company suits.
M. E. Lofgren is against people staying
married 50 years. “When they stay married
50 years,” he says, “we give old sweethearts parties, and I’m never the same for
a month afterward” . . . Orville Rennie is
like a woman faced with spring housecleaning, what with about 20Gs worth of
improvements ticketed for his acer in Hastings, the Rivoli.
No word here on Ralph Blank’s future
plans. Nor any quotations from Sid Rose
that Warner’s refusal to sell 300 Fox
houses on the west coast because of dual
features will be duplicated in Nebraska
. . . Bob Huffman is getting better in golf,
sometimes shooting in the 70s, for the first
four holes.
Signs of something: Bob Livingston
closes off the balcony of the Capitol every
afternoon, cuts off the telephone, threatens
the first usher to knock on his office
door with dismissal, and then lies down
for a two-hour dose.
Harold Hellerich took his wife to all
the girl shows on the Goodman Wonder
Show midway. Sorta like papas using kids
as an excuse to see the circus . . . Harry
Shumow has found one business worse than
his own — a guy who gives three car washes
for the price of one.

Weeks, salesmen; Wendell Overturf, ad
sales, and Bill Haarmann, head booker.
Seems like Paramount week! . . . The
local exchange won the national drive,
which meant a total of over $3,000 in
prizes and bonuses. Everybody in the
place received at least two weeks’ pay, and
you know that expression about hay!
Ruth

Kruger, Warner exchange, celebrated her birthday this week, while Margaret Bragg at the same branch is celebrating her 12 th wedding anniversary . . .
The Hartzell baby (Du Wayne Hartsell,
Rivoli Theatre, Charter Oak, la.) is about
one year old now.
Karl Silkebakken, Princess Theatre,
Odebolt, la., celebrates his first wedding
anniversary this week . . . F. E. Pace, Empress Theatre, Malvern, la., was on Davenport street this week and said things
looked pretty good in southwestern Iowa.
Softball at night is giving exhibitors in
all parts of the Omaha district plenty of
trouble and we’ll tell you more about it
when we get the figures together . . . The
free show situation doesn’t seem
bad as last summer, or is it?

to be as

ister and Tribune employe, will probably
do some features on the affair for the
paper
here.
An extensive
ballyhoo campaign begins
in the newspaper Sunday, June 11, when
the story of the premiere breaks. Page one
of the roto section will carry pictures of
the stars who will appear here, while page
three will be devoted to a picture story of
the film. The front color page of the
magazine section June 25 will be given
over to Edward Ellis, movie conception of
the small-town storekeeper. Monday, June
of the book “Career”
12, a serialization
begins
in the Tribune and will run until
the day before the premiere. Negotiations
are now under way to procure a story by
Raymond Hatton, a former Iowan appeartelling of his Iowa mempicture,
ing in the
ories. John
Archer, a Lincoln, Neb., boy,
also a part of the cast, is being considered
as a possible story source by the paper.
Representatives from the newspaper and
Tri-States Theatre Corp., local business

and a chamber of commerce committee met with Mr. Alleman and Lou Elman regarding further plans for promotion
of the premiere.
men,

Phil Stong Participating
In Parsons Commencement
Fairfield,

Ia. — Phil

Stong,

of

native

Keosauqua, la., and one of the most
popular of Iowa authors, is to participate
in the 60th annual commencement exercises at Parsons College here June 6.
Stong will appear at the University of
the author of “State Fair”
also. He isboth
Iowa “Career,”
of which have been
and
made into motion pictures.

AVrite

Us

Your

AIR

CONDITIONING

Wants

Peterson "Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.

310

Southwest

Blvd.

Kansas

City,

Mo.

59

Still Book

Suffer Paramount

Silents

Hand in Lincoln
Kansas
tures.

City — They

Last Saturday

still book

three persons

silent picwalked

into

the office of Mrs. Maude Gandy, last distributor of silent film in this area, to book
some

pictures. Last summer she made between 300 and 400 bookings.
It sounds like an anachronism, since
silents went out ten years ago, but Mrs.
Gandy has operated the Liberty Film Co.
as a distributor of silent pictures throughout the past decade. And while the demand for silents gradually is disappearing, there still is a surprisingly large
amount of such business in view of the
complete changeover to sound that occurred so long ago.
Who buys them? Roadshow operators,
churches, schools, parks. Occasionally a
regular theatre will book in a silent as a
novelty. Since Kansas City hit the sawdust trail toward virtue, and the beer parlors and night clubs are finding it hazardous to use the type of shows they formerly ran, some of them are booking in
old silent comedies and running them with
a

piano. The old fashioned entertainment, with beer, helps carry patrons back

to “the good old days.”
One roadshow operator who gives free
merchant shows outdoors in good weather
changed over from silent to sound this
spring, but he came in the other day and
ordered some silent film. He has gone
back to silents. The merchants complained
because the youngsters like to sit in their
cars and hold hands while the film is
going on, and they can’t hear the sound.
They can read the titles.
One good outlet for silents in the last
few years has been the public parks in
the larger cities and towns of the area

with George Walsh; “Sweet Adeline,” with
Charles Ray; “Transcontinental Limited,”
with Alex B. Francis, etc.
Bulk of Mrs. Gandy’s business is done
in the summer because roadshow operators are most active at that time.
“It would

be a pretty

good

field yet, if

we could get new prints,” she said, “but
I’m afraid the silent picture business is
about gone.”
Interestingly enough, Mrs. Gandy’s
present location, 1818 Wyandotte, is
where she started 12 years ago when she
took over the Liberty Film Co. from Earl
Jameson and Charley Bessenbocker. She
has operated the company since, selling
nothing but silents. Bob King, now with
Independent Poster Exchange, was with
her 11 of those years, until 1938.
Mrs. Gandy is a pioneer in exhibition.
She operated the Aurora, oldest theatre
in Topeka, 25 years ago. At Eighth and

to the uses of other business. She operated the house about three years.
The Kansas state board of review used
the Aurora in the mornings to censor film.
Later it was in the basement of the statehouse a year before moving to Kansas
City, Kas.
Mrs. Gandy has seen a lot of things
come and go, and thinks that right now
people are getting a little tired of the
movies. Programs are too long, and there
is too much in the theatre, like dishes,
that doesn’t entertain. People
for something else, if it comes.

are

ready

whei'e they exhibited free shows for the
public. Roadshows have about absorbed
this field, however.
The call from churches is for religious
pictures: “The Holy City,” “Life of Christ”
and similar special short subjects.

less taken the place of action.”
Distribution is about what it always

“I’ve given away most of my church
pictures,” Mrs. Gandy said. "There wasn’t
much money in them, anyway. The cause
is so good that church people like to get

been, Mrs. Gandy concluded. “The man
with the money gets the pictures, and the
one without waits until the others are
through

old: “The Bells,” with Lionel Barrymore;
“Romance of a Rogue,” starring H. B.
Warner; “Port of Missing Girls,” with
Barbara Bedford; “Count of Luxembourg,”

AW, SHUCKS!
with

from

page

Iowa

City tells about
being

page

that straw hat-white
tion the other day.

The

Smith

the Wayne

Brothers

56)

slack combina-

(still no beards)

in Corydon

were

on

elected

Nate

captain

of

the Row

. . . School’s out, so the Ames at Ames
and the Strand at Grinnell are closing for
the summer . . . The theatre at Panora
has changed hands . . . Lee Henry of the
Stuart was around, but we just missed him
. . . M. L. Dixon is talking of deserting
the Temple at Mount Pleasant for a vacation, but he’s not saying where.
Des
Frick
here
They
at 4

Moines people wonder how George
of the Hawkeye in Graettinger gets
so early every Thursday morning.
declare he must start out from home
a. m.

The fish are getting their hooks in
George Hake of the Lyric in Belmond.
He visits DM only once every three or four
months.

Beware, J. O. Doop! You’re giving Adel
awful reputation for being changeable

Barbara

56)

calendars . One of the few we’ve ever seen
with more emphasis on the date than the
leg art.
son, Bob,

from

because you’re so particular about
you serve up to them at the Rialto.

Chic, but he won’t admit it . . . lies and
McKinney finally remembered six months
after the new year to give Boxoffice one
of those practical Iowa Film Delivery

item from

(Continued

Newbold’s

Wampus

what

Theatre

at

Keosauqua and A. J. Deibold’s Palace Theatre in Cedar Rapids have new chairs.

Start "Judge"
Hollywood — Columbia

Shortly
starts production

shortly on “A Woman
Is the Judge,” in
which Otto Kruger and Rochelle Hudson
play the leads, with
the megaphone.

Nick

Grinde

handling

Bob’s

shirt and

of the University tennis team. Bob’s a
Junior and No. 1 man on the Hawkeye

They were attending a
triple-feature program here when their home

60

resulting in abolition of all doorers. Only
the trip passes, which are serviced for
five cents each for the employe welfare
fund are allowed. All money matters, and
incidentals attendant thereto, move by
DiFiore direction.

an

DES MOINES

Sandler’s

Tama,
la. — lack Price, 15, and
Thomas
Price, 13, are thanking the
movies for their lives.

out the lives
and sisters.

has

them.”

(Continued

An

Find Immunity
In Theatre

burned, snuffing
of their brothers

with

of the

oldtime film — Charlie Chaplins, Ben Turpins, etc., but most of these, too, she has
given away, and today the 400 reels of
silent film she has are less than 12 years

J. H. Cooper enterprises are at the Lincoln, while the city management, bookings, and general deals emanate from the
old office in the Stuart.
The initial crackdown went on passes,

Kansas Avenue, the “movie” was a “store
show,” getting a nickel from patrons. The
building still is there, but has gone back

One of the greatest objections of people to films, Mrs. Gandy believes, is the
superabundance of music.
“You don’t see the acting in pictures
that you used to because the characters
have to stand in front of the microphone.
As a matter of fact, music has more or

them for as little as possible.”
Mrs. Gandy used to have some

Lincoln — Paramount has taken a stiff
hand in the operations of its J. H. Cooper
partnership here in the person of Vincent
J. DiFiore, who came on from New York
about a month ago. It is the first time the
situation has been pretty much taken out
of the hands of Cooper-placed key men.
Head offices of the Lincoln end of the

of five

squad.

He

won

two

matches

in the

re-

cent Big Ten meet, accounting for Iowa’s
1 1/2 points. Both Bob and Nate’s other
son, Normie, are home now, and Nate is
keeping

his California

tan in repair bask-

ing in the reflection of Bob’s glory. Nate
now is rated the best- dressed man on the
Row, and we can understand it since we

met him at RKO
Normie ’s tie.

wearing

Emil Franke’s ice cream coat really astonishes the customers at the Orpheum.
They stand out front and gaze at him inning. stead of buying tickets, though . . . Chick
Friedman was romancing Thursday eve-
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Silver Testimonial

ITO

Attracts Over 350

Ranks

Morgantown, W. Va.- — More than 350
members of the motion picture industry
and friends honored George Comuntzis
and George Sallows at a silver anniversary
testimonial banquet June 5 in the Silver
ballroom of the Hotel Morgan. The
honor guests own and operate the Metropolitan and Morgan theatres here.

Morgantown, W. Va. — Independent
Theatre Owners of West Virginia, organized at Clarksburg last fall, voted affiliation with national Allied at a special
meeting here. R. J. Hiehle, president,
presided at the session.
The meeting was addressed by M. A.
Rosenberg, president of the MPTO
of W.

The testimonial was arranged by the
Independent Theatre Owners of West Vir-

Pa., Inc., and
Allied.

ginia in cooperation with film sales representatives of the territory.
I. T. Sweeney, general chairman, was
assisted by Charles Dortic, Milton Lefton,
Pete G. Comuntzis, J. L. Hatfield, Danny
Davis, R. J. Hiehfe, Robert P. Klingensmith and others.
As

the highlight of the evening, Comuntzis was presented with a fine radiobar
and home furniture, and Sallows was the
recipient of a new LaSalle automobile.
The gifts were displayed in the lobby of
the hotel.
George Silvers and his orchestra featured the musical program. A dozen entertaining acts were presented.
Burtus Bishop jr., Pittsburgh
for M-G-M, was toastmaster.

manager

Hon. J. L. Hatfield made the Comuntzis
presentation speech, and the Sallows presentation was made by Ira H. Cohn, 20thFox Pittsburgh manager.
Civic leaders said the testimonial banquet was the largest attended social event
ever staged in Morgantown.

of West

Virginia

of National

regional

vice-president

of

Danny Davis, secretary of the ITO, outlined a number of activities which are being planned by the new Allied unit.

Current Sessions Do
Trade No Damage

A special session to provide additional
money was conceded by leaders of both
parties in the legislature before adjourning the 133rd regular session.
Dozens of acts adversely affecting film
distribution and exhibition were buried in
when the assembly voted adjournment after grinding 21 weeks. Printers failed to keep> up with the fast-moving
legislation of a turbulent final week Defeat of liquor bills providing district licensing boards and increasing license fees,

Announcement was made that proceeds
from the affair would be donated to the
Salvation Army of Morgantown and the
Pittsburgh Filmrow Relief Fund.

marked the windup. The administration’s
milk and anthracite bills were voted down,
both important measures being caught in
the adjournment jam, but relief, work-

Many of the ITO men and distributing
representatives enjoyed golf games Monday and Tuesday at Morgantown and
Kingwood.

Dietz and Josack Handle
Nova-Baer

Fight Prints

Pittsburgh — Irving Dietz and George
"B” Josack, distributors of fight films
here a number of years, have set up shop
again

now that last Thursday’s heavyweight elimination battle between Lou
Nova and Max Baer has been recorded on
celluloid.
First print here opened Sunday at the
Casino where Mort and Art England are
exhibiting “Wages of Sin.” Dietz came
here from New York to supervise distribution of the fight prints. There will be
included a complete line of accessories.
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committees

Important

acts

labor legislation,
leaders, was en-

affecting

the

Richard Marks, ITO’s vice-president,
was active during the two-hour meeting,
as was Mrs. C. P. Church.
A

financial report was made by Garland West, treasurer.
One of the speakers was E. A. Hoffmann,
division passenger agent of the B. & O.
railroad, who is arranging theatre contests
involving free trips to the New York
World’s Fair.
The
ITO
officially congratulated
George Comuntzis and George Sallows on
the occasion of their silver anniversary.

'Propaganda' Bill

Harrisburg — Final adjournment of the
regular session of the legislature, with Gov.
Arthur H. James approving the expenditure of $120,940,000 for relief beginning
June 1, (which was a reduction of six and
one-half millions under the amount recommended by the general assembly) , found
the motion picture industry free of direct
additional harmful laws.

men’s compensation and
sponsored by Republican
acted.

Allied

Scant Attention to

The committee published a forty-four
page souvenir program. Congratulatory
telegrams poured in from friends in the
industry in New York, Pennsylvania, West
Virginia and Hollywood. Favors for all
attending the banquet were watch and key
chains.

A midnight screening of “The Mutiny
of the Elsinore” was presented by Monarch Pictures Co. at the Morgan Theatre.

Joins

motion

picture industry which were “killed”
the session just adjourned were:

in

Acts to divorce producers and distributors l'rom
exhibition; to repeal the Sunday film referendum
law of 1935; to amend
the Sunday law by prohibiting- children from
attending Sunday
exhibitions; to require the employment
of two-men-ina-booth; to require the employment
of a switchboard attendant and the installation of a
steel
or asbestos curtain; to establish a
new
admission tax of one cent on each 25 cents or fraction
thereof; to tax Bank
Nights and cash awards;
to tax billboards and outdoor advertising; to tax
vending machines, pin-ball games and other coin
operated machines,
including automatic
music
machines; to prohibit higher admission prices on
Saturdays, Sundays
and
holidays than charged
on regular week-days.
To legalize horse and dog racing, with parimutuel betting; to establish a state lottery; to
license decorators; to ban
Ascap;
to tax all
gambling games; to license and tax Bingo and
radio games; to license Sunday hockey and ice
games; to amend
the boxing and wrestling laws;
to amend
the Sunday law by allowing referendums once every third year instead of every fifth
year; to require that the American flag be displayed near the screen and the playing of the
national anthem
at each performance; to reduce
license tax for bowling alleys; to provide additional requirements in event of women
taking ill
at theatres; to require the employment
of 10-year

Detroit — Scant
the

attention

City Council

to a

was

petition

given

by

last week

for a city ordinance “allowing the police
to bar films disseminating foreign propaganda or inciting class hatred.” The petition was advanced by a group of 50
women, who claimed they represented the
Women’s
they

Legion

described

of the Blue
as

a

Cross

“patriotic

which

organiza-

Shortly after, the women appeared in a
local court room. Three times the judge
warned

them to keep still as they persisted in demonstrating in a case involving a newsdealer whose papers were the
tion.”
object of their disfavor.

Century in Coopersville
To Make Debut June 15
Coopersville, Mich. — Big event in this
community of 1,000 on June 15 will be the
opening of the new Century Theatre by
Albert Hefferan. When the Century bows,
Hefferan will darken his Lynx here.
Including the Century, construction is
now underway on at least nine new houses
in the state. They are: Shafer, Garden
City; Harper, Detroit; Flatroc. Flat Rock:
Vandale, Van Dyke, and Esquire, Grosse
Pointe; Nortown, Flint, and unnamed
houses at Lansing and Beaverton.

Scripts Own
Hollywood — Universal

Original
has assigned

Ar-

thur D. Howden Smith to script “Unseen
Enemy,” his own original, which Burt
Kelly will produce.

licensed oprators as state booth and stage inspectors; to establish and legalize Sunday
fishing;
to require increased floor space for entertainment
where liquor is served.
To tax soft drinks; to tax book publishers; to
provide for refunds of license fees paid under the
chain store and theatre law which is now
held
unconstitutional, but which decree is being challenged by the state in the high court; to require
additional specifications for those issuing handbills; to require new license fees for shooting galleries; to license lotteries for charity; to registerall magazines and publications; to require standard time or referendumls on the issue; to require new license and bond all theatrical agents;
to license and tax premiums and stamps; to prohibit the recording of radio programs.

ME
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Suburban
Situation

Detroit

premium policy as well, putting in dishes
on Monday and Tuesday nights — the two

Overseating

evenings
Nights.

Brings Adaptations

Detroit — Overseating of a community —
the perennial bugaboo of theatre operation in Detroit, as well as in a number of
other towns in the state — has been the direct cause of a series of adaptations of
operating procedure by the three theatres
in Wyandotte. This largely industrial
down river community, in the remote
southern suburbs of Detroit, has a population of about 28,000, and is directly served
by 3,000 theatre seats. Because the surrounding suburbs overlap as far as buying
areas go, other theatres not in Wyandotte
itself may be considered to offer fairly
direct competition as well, particularly the
Lancaster at River Rouge and the Lincoln
Park in the community of the same name.
Wyandotte secured its new de luxe house,
the Wyandotte, a year ago when Associated
Theatres built this 1,500 seater, introducing a policy of stage shows of high quality.
The shows are, of course, out for the summer.
To strengthen its film booking ability

in Wyandotte,
Rialto Theatre
thereby

Associated acquired the
last December, acquiring

rights to 20th-Fox
tures. Arrangements have

and RKO picbeen made for

transferring “A” films of these companies
to the Wyandotte, with appropriate adjustment of film rentals. The Rialto took

before

the

Majestic’s

Bargain

The most recent move — and one that
will evidently be temporary only — is the
appearance of a Guest Feature on Saturday shows at 11:15 p. m., at the Rialto.
This is an extra film, not on the regular
bill for either Saturday or Sunday, and
run for one show only. This follows the
policy understood to have been followed
tre.
for several years by the Lancaster TheaBecause

of the good

relations

generally

“B”

films of the same companies, and followed the Majestic, operated by George
Wilbur, on product of other companies.
The Rialto accordingly was operating at

prevailing in this down-river territory,
further moves are not anticipated at this
time. The price reductions and premium
policies that have been adopted on both

25 cents top, five cents under the Wyandotte, with the Majestic, charging 25 and
30 cents for the upper and lower inclines.

sides are contended to be natural adjustments of policies to a competitive situation in which admissions have been made

To meet this situation, because of the
necessity of offering subsequent run to the
Majestic on some films, the Rialto price

to conform with the run of the films being shown at each house.

recently was dropped to 15 cents for Family Nights (the Tuesday-through-Thursday shift) , remaining at 25 cents on the
other four days when the house normally
ran first-run films.

Competition Helps Out
The Detroit Beverly

The

Majestic,

also offering

repeat

films,

usually those that have played either Majestic or one of the Associated houses, introduced Bargain Night two weeks ago, for
Wednesday and Thursday.
Premiums are also becoming more popular in the community as a result of the
film situation — in fact, this is the first
time, it is believed, that giveaways have
been used in the down-river suburbs as a
whole. They were first introduced at the
Wyandotte, which gave away silverware
on Thursdays with repeat pictures and
found this a big drawing card. The Rialto
followed recently, giving away dishes on
Fridays, when the house normally plays
first run “B" films.
Two weeks ago, the Majestic

adopted

Visit Fleischer Studio —
W.

A. Cassidy

(left), theatre

in Alma, Midland
is pictured with

operator

and Saginaw, Mich.-,
his manager, E. A.

Zuehlke and wife, who took a “busman’s holiday” while in Miami by visiting Fleischer Studios to see preview
shots of “Gulliver’s Travels,” the fulllength cartoon now in production.

Detroit — A Marine Hippodrome, operated by the Pacific Whaling Co., moved
in on the railroad siding next to Barney
Kilbride’s Beverly Theatre for a week’s
stand. Built on a flat car, the show offered cost 20 cents for adults and a dime
for children.
First reaction
urally, to consider

at the Beverly
the traveling

was,
show

natcom-

petition, but actual study of the week’s
showed it hurt the theatre very little. In fact, it helped, in the opinion of
Manager Lou Mitchell of the Beverly.
The Marine Show used two huge beacon
lights that drew hundreds of people to the
spot. Many patronized the Beverly, says
Mitchell. Business was fair most of the
stand

week,

in comparison to discouraging reports from most theatres in town, indicating that the house really thrived on the

a

opposition.
B. E. Banks, manager
Show, reported the stand
his show.

of the Marine
a poor one for

Big Feature Rights to
Release Three Films
Cleveland — Big Feature Rights Exchanges, operated in Cleveland by Carl
Scheuch and Bernard Rubin, has three
new summer releases. They are “Grand
Illusion,” a French picture which played
three engagements at the City Theatre
here; the reissue of William S. Hart’s
“Tumbleweeds,” with Hart appearing in a
novelty dialogue introduction, and “Mutiny
on the Elsinore,” booked to play the Warner, Loew and Shea circuits in northern
Ohio and the RKO
circuit in southern
Ohio.

Masonic
Louisville — The

Change
Masonic

Theatre

at

Hodgenville, Ky., has changed hands
again. It belongs to Andy Anderson now,

Exhibitor and Star Chat —
Dan Kaplan, who operates five theatres in Detroit, discusses the motion
picture business from all angles with Wayne Morris (right) during a recent
visit to the Warner Studio in Burbank, Cal.

62

and

the name’s been changed to the Lincoln. Anderson bought it from C. P. Taylor, who bought it recently from A. R.
Rogers. Anderson also operates theatres
at Hartford and Hopkinsville, Ky.
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Pending
J^L GLAZER, McKees Rock exhibitor, who
is now hobbying with sound recording
instead of film cameras, has recorded the
voices of honor graduates of Stowe Township High School. The discs will be filed
away for future graduates to hear . . .
The C. J. Lattas announce the engagement of their daughter, Peggy Latta, to
William F. Diebold. Miss Latta is a student in Pennsylvania College for Women
and

the groom-to-be is a graduate of Valley Forge Military Academy . . . Charles
H. Richelieu is re-entering exhibition at
Tarpon Springs, Fla., where he is rebuilding the Royal which will be reopened soon
as the Richelieu . . . Herb Greenblatt, new
RKO
manager, and his salesmen. Jack
Graham, Ed Lebby, Joe Lefko and Dick
Lange; are headed for their annual convention at the Westchester Country Club,
Rye, N. Y., June 19-22 . . . Nelson Eddy’s
next concert date at the Syria Mosque is
April 19, 1940.
George S. Otte, Wheeling
in the other day to pick up
matic tuning radio which
hooking contest conducted
lic exchange . . . Bess Fehl

showman, was
that fine autohe won in a
by the RepubNoah has re-

placed Blanche Katz Brenner, at Loew’s
exchange, the latter having retired after
a decade. Beverly Semenow, a newcomer,
has taken Bess Fehl Noah’s former post
■ . . John H. Harris was listed as one of
the civic leaders in attendance at the
“Pittsburgh Day’’ at the World of Tomorrow Fair, June 9 . . . Hollie Stump, Orma
W. Va., exhibitor was here making arrangements to receive his film service from
Pittsburgh exclusively. He has been obtaining his Republic service from Cincinnati and he ivants to be switched to the
local books.
With legislative matters out of the way
for the present, Fred J. Herrington finds
he can attend the Minneapolis convention
of Allied. Up to this week it didn’t seem
as if he could make it — but that wouldn’t
be right at all — for the veteran MPTO
secretary has never missed a convention.
Everyone’s happy that Fred will be on
hand at Minneapolis. Also attending the
convention from Pittsburgh will be M. A.
Rosenberg, Frank Panoplos, Bart Dattola,
William and Harry Walker, Col. Billy
Wheat jr„ Eddie Beedle, Rudy Navari,
Harry Rachiele and others.
Mrs. Joseph Delisi, wife of the Nanty
Glo exhibitor, has returned to her home
following an operation performed at a
Cleveland hospital . . . Art Levy’s local
sales and booking staff took third place
in the recent Columbia Personal Achievement Drive, each winning a week’s salary
. . . Bill Tung, RKO booker, vacationed this
week.
Filmrow executives moved to Morgantown Monday for the big industry event
there . . . On Wednesday some of the
boys took in the races at Wheeling Downs
to witness the fifth event of the day, which
was the Variety Club Handicap . . . This
reporter was in Clarksburg viewing the
remains of the Robinson Grand which
was razed by flames which were sucked
through the ventilating system tubes . . .
(Continued
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and Current

Building

Activity High in Pitt Area
which

will seat 950, will be built by Mrs.

construction and extensive remodeling
have animated the theatre building map

George

in the Pittsburgh

which

Basle and her son, Eugene. Construction on the theatre at Smithton,
will seat 400, is being started at

Pittsburgh — New

construction,

area

to an

proposed

unusual

de-

Completion of current and proposed
gree.
building will add 16 houses to the territory. Weighting this upsurge is only one
permanent shut-down, the Park at Erie,
Pa., lately but infrequently open and now
being demolished.
Leading the new construction, in terms
of expenditure, is the $250,000 house at
Clarksburg, W. Va., which Claude Robinson has announced he is building at once
to replace his equally deluxe Grand which
was destroyed by fire only last week.
Replacement Pace High
New houses also are rising at Lewisburg,
Wheeling and Parkersburg, W. Va., and at
Washington and Smithton, Pa., with one
at Kittanning, due to start August 1.
In the West Virginia situations the 650seat house at Lewisburg, that is being
built for E. R. Custer, Charleston exhibitor,
is rapidly progressing and will include two
store rooms. At Wheeling two houses, both
just out of the city, are underway. Chris
Velas, operator of a number of situations
throughout Pennsylvania, West Virginia
and Ohio, is building one and the Dipson circuit will operate the second, which
will be converted from a former garage
building.
Another conversion by the Dipson circuit of a garage into a theatre will be
undertaken in August when a 700-seater
will rise at Kittanning, Pa. At Parkersburg,
W. Va., Mrs. P. M. Thomas is speeding
the remodeling of a business property for a
new theatre.
In Pennsylvania

the Washington

house,

once
have

by John Sheppard, who
it ready for a Labor Day

Houses

expects to
opening.

to replace predecessors are undayway at Burgettstown and Mercer, Pa.

In the former spot, Don Mungello, manager, reports the fire-destroyed Mary Ann is
being reconstructed, and in the latter the
Blatts are building anew their Liberty
Theatre, also a victim of fire.
Many

Propose

Building

On paper are proposals for two houses
at West View, Pa., one, reputedly for the
Anderson & Urling circuit, and the other
for a party at present unidentified. Other
unidentified operators propose houses at
East McKeesport and at Indiana, Pa. In
the latter situation, that the proposed
operator

is a former

exhibitor,

is general

knowledge. Proposed houses in West Virginia name Dunbar and Fairmont as the
locales. At Dunbar, Lester K. Rosenfeld
of Charleston plans an 800-seater. At Fairmont, the Friendly City Amusement, Inc.,
though it has postponed building plans,
has not abandoned such plans, which call
for a 700-seater. Also considering plans
for the conversion of a garage into a
theatre at Ligonier, Pa., is A. Alexas
Johnstown, the building owner.

of

Rounding out the picture of theatre activity in the area are the remodelings underway and the recent changes in operation. In Parkersburg, W. Va., R. Hiehle,
veteran showman, plans a two-story addition to house a new stage and increase
the seating capacity of his house there.
Waynesburg, Pa., Larry Puglia is enlarging the balcony of his Opera House
and generally renovating the house. In
Pittsburgh, Harry Finkel is building a new
balcony and in general modernizing his
south side Arcade Theatre.
At

Pitt Paramount Exchange
Due for a Remodeling
Pittsburgh — The

Paramount

exchange

here will undergo extensive remodeling,
with work scheduled to start at once, according to David Kimelman, branch manager, who is now on his way to Los Angeles and the company’s convention.
Feature of the modernization will be installation of a complete air-conditioning
system. Engineers are busy preparing for
this installation. A new front office will
be inclosed for Kimelman and a second
office will be remodeled for Ed Stuve, city
salesman. Besides Kimelman, Stuve,
George Elmo, Bob Caskey, Guy Peterson,
salesman; Charles Mergen, booker, and
Bob Clark, ad sales manager, will attend
the Los Angeles convention.

Repact
Hollywood

drawn

a new

Maury
—

Grossman

Maury

Metro

FOR

Grossman

writing

has

ticket.

SALE

One
and
Three-Sheet
Frames;
sound
horns.
ARCADE
THEATRE,
Carson St.,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Among changes in the territory are the
following: Lem Harvey has acquired the
theatre at Pine Grove; J. A. Nordquist,
Galeton business man, has acquired the
long-dark Star at Shinglehouse, Pa.; John
Panopoulos has taken over the Glenville,
W. Va., Lyric; Richard Carnino is new
operator of the Palace at Conneautville,
Pa., and Bert Dattola has the Grand at
West Tarentum which he will modernize
and reopen Labor Day.

Fight — Fight — Fight
Pictures

LOU NOVA
vs.
MAX BAER
Action —
Action —
Action
Twenty-Two Minutes of It
and DIETZ
IRVING
GEORGE

1701 Blvd.

"B" JOSACK

of Allies — Pittsburgh,
ATlantic 4874

Pa.
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Cleveland
Evening
By
Cleveland —

Income

ELSIE

The

Is Worried

biggest

prob-

lem of the day is, according to local theatre owners, what to do to make the net
take approximate the overhead expenses
of operation. With two men in a booth,
double features and premiums boosting
costs and the public banded together to
stay away from the picture houses, they
see the problem daily growing more acute.
Meetings of groups of exhibitors have
been held to offer some solution. It is

habit,” he states, “and

Outgo

pinch-hit
.

.

.

for RKO

managers

trip.
Paramount’s Margaret Hill returned
from the New York World’s Fair, arid
Jimmy Doyle departed for the same destination. . . Lee Goldberg has appointed
Sam Haber sales representative for the
Cincinnati territory for Big Feature
Rights, following the resignation of Lou
Klar.
Jay Goldberg, son of Big Feature head,
will join the local personnel for the college vacation period . . . Joe Oulahan,
Paramount manager, has resigned as
president of the Queen City Variety Club,
due to press of business. Oulahan was
serving his second term. His post has been
filled by Col. Arthur Frudenfeld, RKO
Theatres general manager and Chief
Barker.
Willis Vance, associated with the S&W
Amusement Co., is reported planning a
new $75,000 theatre for Newport, Ky., to

these moves city-wide, neighborhood theatre owners now are trying to work out

back

the new

agreements workable in their own immediate zones. Whether anything will come

that

ardize the public’s interest
time.

of these meetings is a matter of conjecture. They are being held secretly and no
definite announcements have been made.
Cleveland exhibitors appear to be agreed
on one thing, however, and that is to stay
open

all summer

if possible.

“Why

give

be erected on Monmouth St. The new
house will seat 1.000 and is provided with
a balcony. Vance was formerly head of
the MPTO in Cincinnati.
Charley

Albert

was

in town

from

War-

ner’s, Cleveland . . . George Pekras, Ritz
and Rivoli, Columbus, was also here . . .
Ditto Mrs. Bertha Wolf.
Warner’s Sarah Brown has resigned to
join Cooperative Booking Corp. The Warner Club presented her with a handsome
dressing gown. Nicky Tenfelde replaces
her.

Warner’s Edith Hedge left for Washington, D. C., and Ardean Carter is vacation g. . . Biggest event of the week: Anbranch
Drive.

nouncement that Warner’s Cincinnati
captured first place in the Sears

M-G-M’s premiere of “Goodbye, Mr.
Chips’’ took a merry party of exhibitors
and the press to Loew’s, Dayton, headed
by John Allen and Bill Devaney. W. R.
Ferguson was here from New York and
Barrett Kiesling came on from the studios
on the coast. A cocktail party and dinner
preceded the screening.
Yeoman, is
Manchester
the theatre
visited the
Salzberg of

The situation in the coal fields of West
Virginia is still a matter of concern, as
many independents have not, as yet,
signed up and theatres are, consequently ,
slow in reopening.
Fire destroyed some film in the Hippodrome Theatre, Newport, Ky., with no
other loss. Jack Mervis, manager, stated
most of the patrons were unaware of the

PERMANENT construction that means
cost

at a

Write

blaze.

low

F&Y

BUILDING

SERVICE

—

Columbus,

The Hippodrome was recently remodeled and improved. Four years ago

the house suffered
ing to $100,000.

for details

THE
328 E. Town
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surprisingly

O.

never

so now, it will have to play off these pictures whenever it opens. This would put

here

Universal’s auditor, Milton
in town . . . W. T. Carnahan,
and McKee, has taken over
at Beattyville, Ky. Carnahan
Row this week, as did Ed
Bluefield and Charley Behlen.

lowest upkeep
lirst cost.

of them

will not agree

that the trade

vacationing.

Sol Pox of RKO’s advertising department has returned from an eastern

some

to drop double features or to cut out giveaways. But failing to make any or all of

CINCINNATI.
J^KO SHUBERT
THEATRE
has closed
for the summer, in line with its usual
policy. Manager Elwood Jones left for his
annual vacation. On returning, he will

to get out of the movie

habit,” one leading theatre owner asks?
“It’s tough to drag them back into the

Another reason for wanting to remain
come back.”
open regardless of weather and attendance is that pictures bought must be played and if a theatre closes for a month or

known

exhibitor

About

and

LOEB

the public a chance

Dark

a loss by fire amount-

product

Theatre

has

Pa. — John

closed

Marince’s

Morris

for the summer.

at

“My idea, he says, “is to advertise freely
during the closed month. Advertise a
renovizing program. Advertise improvements being made for the comfort of the
patrons. Keep alive their interest and
their curiosity. A month of his sort of
propaganda, it seems to me, would more
than compensate for the dark month when
theThis
theatre
reopened.”
exhibitor
is in the minority. In
fact, of many interviewed, he was the
only one who had an original solution to
a present ill which has the semblance of
a cure.

Cleveland Variety Golt
Tournament on July 21
Cleveland — July

21

is

the

date

set

for

the annual Variety Club golf tournament
which, as in former years, will be staged
at Beechmont Country Club.
Nat Wolf, chief barker, has delegated
“Duke” Clark, Paramount branch manager; M. B. Horwitz, general manager of
the Washington circuit, and Jack Shulman, theatre owner, as the committee on
arrangements.

To Enlarge and Remodel
Universal Exchange
Cleveland

the

—

The

local

Universal

ex-

change is to be entirely remodeled, under
supervision of Branch Manager Joe

Kauffman. Working space will be increased by extending the building 30 feet
in the rear. New executive offices for District Manager Dave Miller and Kauffman
will be included in the program. Also, the
exchange will be air conditioned.

Release

Fight Films

Cleveland — The

Baer-Nova

fight

pic-

tures are being released in Ohio and Kentucky through Independent Film Service,
operated by Harry Lande. Manny Manishore is here with prints, now playing all
key spots in the territory.

Drops
Cleveland

theatres

—

in Ohio

Farrell Plans
George

and

Davis,

who

Pennsylvania,

he has abandoned plans to open
Broadway in Farrell, Pa.

Hollywood — “The
Morrisdale,

in pictures

A leading out-of-town first-run theatre
owner thinks it would be a good thing for
his business to close for one month, not
to close and remain inactive, however.

Columbia

in Morrisdale

in the fall and jeop-

Buys

owns

states
the

old

Story

Entangling

Web,”

by

Charles Molyneux, has been purchased
as a film property by Columbia.
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Doctor of Laws Degree
To John /. Maloney
QSCAR tor,
A.andDOOB,
publicity
direcW. R. Loew’s
Ferguson,
director
of
exploitation for M-G-M, were visitors en
route from New York to Dayton for the
midwest premiere of “Goodbye, Mr. Chips.”
Mike Cullen, Loew’s western division
manager, and Russ Bovim, Ohio manager, met with the executives. The show
opened here Thursday with a
great
buildup in the papers.
While

theatre attendance has decreased steadily — 20 to 50 per cent in
various houses — patronage in night clubs
has been on the upgrade. Now another
night spot opens, The Showboat. In the
suburban clubs the lid is off, with
gambling free and easy. Which probably
accounts for their sudden popularity.
Nat Holt, RKO
division boss from
Cleveland, came down to check on the
new double-feature policy. Reports on
the initial week are “more than satisfactory”. . . “Pete” Wood is on the job after
ten days on the sick list. It is doubtful
whether he will attend the Allied convention in Minneapolis, however.
Sidney Davidson,
specialist from New

Universal
York, was

ballyhoo
in town

plugging “The Mikado.” One of his better
stunts was a special screening for 300
representatives of musical organizations
. . . Larry Caplane of the Palace had 850
members of the school safety patrol as his
guests. The kids demanded that he speak
from the stage. His face ivas redder than
any traffic light in town!
Clint Wander, manager of the Broad,
and Joan Day, Columbus girl, were married in the "Shrine of the Little Flower.”
Following a wedding breakfast, they left
for a ten-day trip east. Johnny Hardgrove,
assistant manager of the Ohio, is filling
in for Wander. Johnny just returned from
his vacation in Wisconsin.

Pittsburgh

Laws

degree

Va. — Charles

Anderson,

who

began the original Alpine Theatre circuit in West Virginia, has assumed general management of Alpine Southern
Theatres, Alpine Theatre circuit. Community Theatre Corp., Penova Theatre
Co. and Alpine Eastern Theatres.
Approximately 40 theatres are included
in the management. The new setup was
effective June 1. The theatres are in West
Virginia, Pennsylvania and Ohio and
headquarters will be at Kingwood.

Booking

for Anderson

Pittsburgh — Charles

Kosco,

sales

rep-

resentative for Columbia, has been named
booking manager for the 40 theatres which
have been merged under the management
of Charles Anderson. Kosco assumes his
duties June 15.

Get

Zenia

Cincinnati — Chakeres

Theatres,

BOXOFFICE

of

John

J.

college’s athletic council.
Presentation of the degree to the M-G-M
district manager was made by the Rt.
Reverend Archabbot Alfred E. Koch.

Cleveland

the

1939-40

—

Paramount

contracts

product — signed,

for

sealed

and

approved — so far are ahead of the corresponding period in previous seasons, according to District Manager Harry H.
Goldstein.
“Last year was an early selling year for
us,” Goldstein said, “but this year we are
way ahead of last year in my district which
covers Cleveland, Cincinnati and PittsPractically

all key

situations,

including

burgh.”
independents
are closed in Goldstein’s district. In Cleveland, deals have been set
with the Community, Associated and
Washington circuits, comprising most of
the leading independent situations in the
area. Affiliated deals have been set in
New York.

Appeals $300 Judgment
A Bank Night Decision
Pittsburgh — The

Stahl

in

Theatre

has filed an appeal

Co.

from

of

a $300

Location

For Settos ' House
Louisville — Settos

erection

of a

is re-

Colum-

his office

first prize in the district in the com-

Spring-

melon.

Manishore

is here

from

New

Bassichis, better known as “Miss B,” is
back in the industry as secretary to Sam
Stecker of Associated, a job she held for
many years prior to taking a flyer into real
estate.

“Mutiny on the Elsinore,” starring Paul
Lukas and released locally through Big
Feature Rights, has been booked into the
Loew, Warner and
ern Ohio territory
in the Cincinnati
Carl Scheuch, local

Shea houses in northand into RKO houses
territory, according to
branch manager .

Memorial Day business took a nosedive.
Exhibitors report business was from 33 to
40 per cent lower than last year. Perfect
outing weather and a big league baseball
game which attracted more than 30,000
people, get credit for the new low.

the country. Sitting in his air-cooled office, he is studying the road maps so as
to be prepared just in case . . . M. B. Horwitz and Jerry Steel plan to fly to Minneapolis and the Allied convention.
George Man os, president of Manos
Amusement Co., operating theatres in Toronto. Lisbon, Columbiana and Leetonia,
confirms the rumor that he will build a
new house in Minerva . . . Mrs. Nazera
Zegiob of the Dreamland, Elvira and Pearl
theatres, Lorain, in town last week, stated
she contemplates no change of policy at
any of the houses during the summer.

“MUTINY

“MUTINY

local

announces

Manny

For

ON THE ELSINORE’'

WARNERS — LOEWS — RKO
and Other IT'S
Leading Circuits.

Zucker's Branch First
In Liguidation Drive
Zucker,

to new songs. Everyone attending the theatre is eligible to participate. The song is
presented via a novelty single reel cartoon.

new

1,000-seat, thoroughly up-to-date theatre
at St. Matthews, Ky„ a suburb of Louisville. Settos’ Ohio Theatre, a stone’s throw
from Louisville Filmrow, must vacate by
the first of the year to make way for an
F. W. Wool worth expansion.

won
Zenia,

of Indianapolis

ported to be planning

Claude Ezell was in town negotiating for
territorial franchises on Contestnite, a new
plan to boost business whereby cash prizes
are awarded for submitting the best titles

Everett Steinbuck, manager of Loew’s
State, is taking easy chair trips through

Reichenbach, who charged the theatre refused to pay after his ticket was drawn
for $300 last April 20.

Plans New

jpiRST local houses to succumb to the
hot weather are the Roxy, only Cleveland burlesquer; the Strand, downtown
subsequent run, and the Penn Square, independent neighborhood . . . Bert Stearn,
UA district manager, and A. M. Goldman,
branch manager, were out in the territory
closing new product contracts.

York, handling sale of the Baer-Nova
fight which is distributed through Independent Film Service . . . Miss Dorothy

Harry Goldstein Reports
Paramount Sales Tops

bia branch manager,

House

field, has acquired the Orpheum,
Ohio, from H. L. Bender.

Doctor

upon

John J. Maloney trophy, annually awarded to the St. Vincent student delivering
the best oration. He is a member of the

Cleveland— -Lester

Chakeres

honorary

conferred

judgment by Alderman Joseph V. Kocurkovic involving the first Bank Night case
to be entered in Allegheny county courts.
The alderman ruled in favor of Louis

Charles Anderson at the
Helm of Forty Theatres
W.

An

Maloney, district manger for M-G-M, at
the 93rd commencement exercises at St.
Vincent College, Latrobe, Pa., from which
the veteran film man was graduated in
1908. Maloney, principal speaker at the
commencement, has done much to promote visual education.
Several years ago he established the

Homestead

Kingwood,

—

was

pany’s pre-convention liquidation campaign. Bookers and salesmen share in the

!

SEE
ON THE ELSINORE”

And You’ll Want It For Early Showing.
It is JACK LONDON’S Most Famous Story
— Splendidly Filmed.

1
1
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Screen Notables

ID) IE ¥ R CO 1 If
TX7ILLIAM

A.

CASSIDY,

circuit

owner,

and his general manager. Elmer Zuehkle, have returned from five months in Cassidy's winter home at Miami Beach . . .
Henry Santry, formerly with the old
Woodward Players at the Majestic, and
Booker Emil H. Beck, old-time friends,
were reunited by an article in Boxoffice
recently. Santry is assistant
ager of Detrola Radio Corp.

sales man-

A

new theatre is reported to be planned for Howard City, where Glen Gardner now runs the Gem . . . Charles C.
Perry, Adams Theatre manager, and Variety president, was off to New York for
several days.
Reports
Katz may

are revived that Balaban &
reappear in the local theatre

lineup. Nothing definite is known, howevr. . . Frank Perry (no relation to
Charlie), manager of the United Artists,
which closed Wednesday until August, has
left on vacation, and will be relief manager for UDT circuit when he comes back.

Asher Shaw, UDT's assistant supervisor ,
left Saturday for a vacation in California.
Mrs. Thelma Watson, George W . Trendle’s
secretary, is already in California . . .
Mrs. Alice Gorham, UDT publicist, leaves
June 16 for the Advertising Federation
convention.
Paramount

had

1,000

clubwomen

as

guests at a special matinee preview of “Invitation to Happiness” at the Regent. Film
was then reviewed by local critics at the
exchange.

Art Knapp’s new duties as official publicist for 20 th-Fox offices were confirmed
this week . . . Lou Mitchell, at the Beverly
Theatre, thinks competition is fishy; a
Marine Museum opened up shop on the
railway siding next door to his house . . .
Mort Grass, the premium specialist, reports a little business pickup.
Edward F. Knop reports Cosmopolitan
Film Libraries is concentrating activities
on film rental now, rather than in the
equipment field as formerly . . . N. E. Wilding, head of Wilding Picture Productions,
was in Indianapolis for the Memorial Day
race, which his company filmed.

Joseph B. Mitchell of the Rex Theatre,
reports business the lowest in ten years,
and suggests summer closing of most
houses for remodeling as an alternative to
keeping open and losing money . . . The
Jacks are a majority at Paramount — there
are three Jacks selling there — Ryder,
Thompson, and Young.
Ed Kirchner thinks air conditioning for
the Variety clubrooms would be a good
idea. Even warm weather still finds a
nice crowd up there Saturday nights. Ed
has a sort of vacation with his more active
Variety duties suspended, and he’s working on running the Family Theatre now.

Sam Ackerman has returned from six
months in Florida and California. Mrs.
Ackerman, seriously ill during the winter,
suffered a relapse at the Fair in California . . . Roy A. Campbell, who managed
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To Michigan

Ackerman’s Loyal Theatre till he sold it a
jew months ago, expects to make a new
connection soon. Ackerman says Campbell built the house from a heavy loser
to a good money-maker for him.
Lou Mitchell, taking a night off, dropped around to the Beverly Theatre with
Mrs. Mitchell . . . Owner Barney Kilbride,
with Mrs. Kilbride, also at the Beverly,
watching his own show. It must be good.

Mrs. Custer C. Carland, who is about to
start her summer resort trade, is remodelling the Garden at Frankfort, W. J. Turnbull of NTS discloses . . . Art Robinson
took the managers of his circuit to the ball
game Thursday afternoon.
Harold

C. Robinson

has arranged

Invited

State Fair

Detroit — Invitations to a number of
screen notables are being extended by Dr.
L. W. Snow, manager, to Michigan’s 19th
state fair in September. All are prominent
Americans and Michigan natives, and include Gene Buck, Norman Bel-Geddes,
Clarence Budington Kelland, Colleen
Moore, and Rex Beach.

Report Manos
Minerva,

Buy

Ohio — It is reported

George

Manos has purchased George Swisher’s
house and will start a remodeling program at once. Purchase of the house, it
is said, will preclude building of the new
theatre Manos planned to erect.

trans-

portation for the Variety Syncopatoi's to
Grayling for this weekend, reports Drummer-Boy Hal Burriss . . . Variety has a
new screen for the special shows for shutins, more adapted to the usual distance

Report Carrollton Purchase
Canton, Ohio
Reinhart, local

— It is reported Harry
circuit owner, has pur-

chased R. E. Bishop’s
ton, Ohio.

theatre

in Carroll-

projected.

Joseph Smith comes around the Film
Bldg, noons only these days . . . William
Flemion reports Excellent will distribute
“Grand Illusion.”
Sam Rubin, former UDT exploiteer, has
started a free lance advertising service
here . . . Milton Herman, another former
exploiteer, working on vacation publicity
currently, has named his own cottage Hermanville — and is getting sign standards
from Bill Carlson’s studios for summer
cottagers of Michigan.

Ray Branch, Allied president, and
liam A. London of Associated Theatres
expected to be among those attending
Allied national meet at Minneapolis
J. C. Ritter was away for several
over the Memorial holidays.

Wilare
the
. . .
days

Ben Cohen is back in town, in good
health and great spirits, and is back at
work around the circuit again, making his
appearance with his brother, Lou, to handle booking at Co-op offices Thursday . . .
Stanley Fisher, film salesman, seen around
the Book-Cadillac Thursday.

Ralph Peckham, Grand National manager returned from Buffalo, reports business conditions here a lot worse than in
the East . . . Ben Wachnansky of the Columbia, etc., is reported planning an expansion-kind unknown, but his friends
are sure of it.

Kaplan

needs

a new

guidebook

Max Blumenthal is out taking rides in
Hal Robinson’s new speedboat these nice
afternoons . . . Irving Belinsky called off
the game for the Film Baseball Team “to
recuperate from recent losses.” The boys
tackle Burroughs Adding Machines next.

to Detroit.

Louis Kimmel lost his place to your scribe
at lunch Thursday, but managed to get his
eats in anyway . . . Brother William Kimmel of the Washington at Royal Oak, had
a car ready to enter in the Indianapolis
race, didn’t

quite

qualify.

William A. Cassidy’s Michigan Theatre
at Sagninaw is operating under the severe handicap of the street being closed
for several weeks for repaving — may last
till late in the summer . . . Robert Snyder,
vice-president of J. H. Hoffberg Co., and
H.

T. Edwards, president of Commonwealth Film Corp., were the two latest film
distributors from New York to visit here.

Charles Garner, film distributor, has
established headquarters in the office of
Ernest H. Forbes, film supply dealer . . .
of the Burch

Manufacturing

Co., has been a visitor from San Antonio.
He expects to cover the territory every
few weeks.

Notice 1
Members of the trade are hereby advised that H. F. Reves, 424 Book Bldg.,
Detroit, is the only accredited BOXOFFICE representative in the Detroit
territory and therefore the only person
in that

Fred Witters was a visitor from Saginaw Friday . . . Jim West has decided he

the Savoy

Ralph
a World’s
with
Bill Ruben,
Flemion,onmade
a close Fair
study trip
of
television. Art Robinson says it has him
worried — he's thinking of going in the gas
station business instead of theatre busines . . . Flemion is recovering from too
much golf in the hot sun.

C. E. Scruggs
Ray Schreiber’s Palmer Park is drawing good midweek business on premiums
these days. Funny thing about this
house — its high-class clientele means poor
Sunday business — the neighborhood goes
out to other amusements than shows on
Sundays.

Closes

Cleveland — Meyer Kaplan, who became
sole owner of the Savoy when he dissolved
his partnership with Nate Schultz, has
closed the house.

area

authorized

to accept

sub-

scriptions to BOXOFFICE.
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LOUISVILLE
manager

JS^ E. CAMPBELL,

of the Grand,

Lyric and Palace, colored theatres here,
was in Indianapolis for the Speedway
race.

PITTSBURGH

Prolitable Tempest
Louisville — All the

fuss

aired

(Continued

through

readers’ columns of Louisville newspapers
over 20th Century-Fox radiocast of the

film critic for the

Kentucky Derby certainly didn’t bring on
any boycott of the picture, “Rose of Washington Square” as some had predicted.
Said Johnson Musselman, manager of the
Rialto, where the film ran for a week:
“It amounted to absolutely nothing (all
the fuss) .

Louisville Times, is daddying now. It’s a
girl — his first born — and that’s her nickname— “Firstborn.”

“We packed ’em and jammed ’em over
the weekend and all day Memorial Day,”
he said, estimating better than a $10,000

The Schine Amusement Co. of New York
awarded contract for construction of a new
theatre at Paris, Ky. Construction is under way at Princeton, Ky., on a new

week for “Rose of Washington Square” at
his place.
“And that’s fine business for hot weather,” he went on. “My guess is that those
who shouted so loudly don’t go to three
shows a year anyway.”
The boycott threat was contained in innumerable letters to the readers’ columns.
Chief criticism was that too much was
radiocast about the film and not enough
about the Derby. The fuss even gave rise
to poetry. These two verses seem to typify
the whole situation:

W. E. Carr ell, of Falls City Theatre
Equipment, is giving the Ohio River plenty
of trouble now with his new speed boat,
which he built himself in spare time.
A. A. Daugherty,

$75,000 theatre — the Savoy. It will seat
1,000. Thomas J. Simmons is to be mana-

ger.

Warner Bros. Permitted
The
",Screen to Speak "
New York — The important thing

about

“Confessions of a Nazi Spy” is that “IT
WAS MADE,” and that Warner Bros, permitted the “screen to SPEAK,” declares
Parents’ Magazine in the current issue of
its weekly radio service, The Parents’
Forum.
The

Forum

discussing the film:

“Most of us, by this
film, ‘Confessions of a
important thing about
IT WAS MADE; that
courage to cause such
jected, that he wasn’t
screen to SPEAK.

time, have seen the
Nazi Spy.’ The most
this picture is that
a producer had the
a subject to be proafraid to permit the

“And here’s something else important —
probably nowhere but in the United
States could so sane, so unhysterical a picture have been made, yet show, as it does,
the flagrant espionage activities of a foreign power carried on here in peace time.
“This is not rabble-rousing counter-propaganda. The picture is careful not to use
the method of inciting hate which it is denouncing. I was particularly interested to
note the reaction of the audience — it remained good-natured and yet was rather
sober as the facts sunk in. For the picture
sticks to the facts as they were disclosed
in court during the recent trial.
“Certainly the screen is to be congratulated and thanked for speaking straight
from the shoulder to our unsuspecting

Peter Sotus
Sotus,

for

30 years

a theatre operator in this territory, died
here this week. Sotus retired from the
trade several years ago due to ill health.
His last year was confined to a local
hospital home.

A Newlywed
Hollywood

—

of

a

newly

married couple forms the theme of a series
in preparation at Metro, bring the number of “series” groups on the lot to six.
BOXOFFICE
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So

tell you'

who

ran

place

and

show.

all that I learned in the whole
While listening over the air,

Was
that Jockey Jim Stout
With Rose of Washington

afternoon

went out
Square.

for

a

ride

These two verses were snagged from a
ten-verse piece which appeared in the columns of the Courier -Journal.
The film did such a bang-up business
during its week at the Rialto that it was
shifted over to Carroll Hannah’s Brown
for another week and was reported doing
well there.

Pitt NTS Sales
Pittsburgh — Recent

sales and

tions made by National Theatre
Co. include the following:

Supply

Parkersburg, W. Va. ; Harry Rachiele and William and Harry Walker’s Main, Sharpsburg, Pa.,
ventilating system; Blatt Bros.’ Grand, Patton,
Pa., booth
equipment, including Simplex
machines, 4-Star sound, magnarc
lamps and
generators; a ventilating system is being installed
at the Manos
Theatre, Blairsville, Pa., for the
Indiana County Theatre Co.

Seiter on Wayne
has

Starrer
signed

William

Business Down on
Memorial Day
Cleveland — A checkup of Memorial
Day business reveals grosses down
from 33 to 40 per cent compared to

than
mile

30,000 and the Indianapolis 500classic, which was
broadcast,

completed

the

damaging

from page 63)
is camp

director for

Camp O’Connell, established for poor kiddies of the city, which will accommodate
three hundred youngsters when opened at
Warrendale on June 26 . . . John H. Harris is opening his summer home in Atlantic City . . . Lewen Pizor was a visitor
from Philadelphia . . . Bill Sussman, 20thFox’s eastern division manager, was here
on business with Ira H. Cohn, as was
Edgar Moss, district manager.
Francis Guehl and Al Lostetter of the
Universal exchange celebrate birthdays
on the 10 th and 13 th, respectively . . .
Miss Aurora Dattola, completing her junior year at Mt. Mercy College, has been
re-elected president of Entre Nous, campus French club. Daughter of the Elmer
Dattolas of Springdale, she is well known
on Filmrow . . . Music teachers, clubwomen and students attended a special
preview of Universal’s “The Mikado” at
the Regent Square, the screening having
been arranged by Jack Walsh, manager of
the Fulton, where the great Gilbert and
Sullivan musical comedy is now on view
. . . Mark Browar was in court Monday,
being a witness in a robbery case . . .
Martin

Shearn, manager of WB’s Cameraphone Theatre, and Louise Mueller
have set August 2 as their wedding date
. . . Ken Reeves is the new manager for
Warners at Morgantown.
Ben Burke, the veteran retired exhibitor, is having a brief fling as a showman,
substituting for his brother, Joe, at the
latter’s theatre at Batavia, 111., while Joe
attends the Allied convention at Minneapolis.

10 Years Ago

installa-

J. J. McFadden’s Rialto, Renova, Pa., E-7 heads
and magnarc
lamps; Mrs. P. M. Thomas,
projectors and sound equipment, Parker
Theatre,

Hollywood — RKO

M. Kalmine

Pittsburgh

last year. Weather was perfect — for
outings. A
baseball game
between
Cleveland and St. Louis drew more

Series

Adventures

We’ll

Seiter to direct “Pennsylvania Uprising,”
starring John Wayne. P. G. Wolfson will
produce.

people.”

Pittsburgh — Peter

They’re over the line, with Johnstown
in front
By about two or eight lengths or so,
Should we have time after describing the film

Harry

competition.

M transferred
A. ROSENBERG
and Fred Carnegie,
Zimmermanto
the Liberty,
Mike Rosenbloom of Charleroi . . . Sol J.
Hankin joined the Warner theatre circuit
her . . . Harry Batastini, Kittanning exhibitor, joined the sound parade, as did
many exhibitors. Dozens of sound reproducing equipments were on the market
. . . C. R. Lofstead departed from the
American, Vestaburg, and the lease was
taken by Peter Profili . . . Local hits of
the week included: Mary Pickford in “Coquette,” DeMille’s “Godless Girl,” John
Boles in “The Desert Song,” Chester Morris in “Alibi,” and Charles Ruggles and
Walter Huston in “Gentlemen of the
Harry Thomas was named manager of
the Capitol, Braddock . . . Lyle Harding
was managing the Colonial, Wilkinsburg
. Press.”
. . Harold Dygert gave up his job exploiting the Stanley-Warner theatres and
went to selling radios . . . Harris and
Sheridan Square dropped vaudeville for
all-talking pictures . . . Fred Solomon
moved into the American Poster Supply
Co. . . . Warners acquired 13 theatres in
the tri-state district, including the Liberty,
Sharon, and Silverman’s Alhambra, East
Liberty . . . C. E. Gable transferred his
Ritz, Sharpsville, to Chris Lampros of
Farrell.
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Un 'The Atak
STARTING

WELL

ALONG

COMPLETED

CRIMINAL
AT LARGE— Jack Holt, Patricia Ellis, Arthur Hohl, Guinn Williams, Weldon Hey-

O

burn, Leon

O

Ames,

Donald

Douglas.

Larry Darmour.
Director:
Original Screenplay: Harvey

2

NINOTCHKA — Greta Garbo. Melvyn Douglas, Ina
Claire. Gregory Gave, Sig Rumann,
Alexander
Grenatch, Rolf Sedan. Producer: Sidney Frank-

0
^
^

lin. Director: Ernst Lubitsch.
THESE
GLAMOURBrown,
GIRLS Richard
— Lew Carlson,
Ayres, Lana
Turner. Tom
Ann
Rutherford, Marsha Hunt.
balist. Director: S. Sylvan

Producer:
Simon.

Sam

Zim-

o
2

O

£

S
^

dl
W
®

Producer:

D.

Collins.

ISLE OF DESTINY — Wallace Ford. William Gargan, June
Lang, Katherine
DeMille, Gilbert
Roland, Etienne Girardot, Tom
Dugan.
Producer: Franklyn Warner
(Fine Arts). Director: Elmer Clifton. Original: Allen Vaughn
Ellston. Screenplay: Arthur Hoerl.

2
0

-

Lewis
Gates.

PORTRAIT
IN DIAMONDS — Isa Miranda.
Producer: William
LeBaron.
Director: George
Fitzmaurice. Screenplay: Leonard Lee, Gilbert
Gabriel,

Franz

Schulz,

Alfred

Guarini.

SHOULD
HUSBANDS
WORK?
—
Marie Wilson,
James
Gleason, Lucile Gleason, Russell Gleason, Berton Churchill. Producer: Sol C. Siegel.
Director: Gus Meins.

EVERYTHING’S
ON
ICE —
Irene Dare. Edgar
Kennedy.
Producer:
Sol
Leser.
Director:
Bernard Vorhaus.
Screenplay: Adrian Landis.
Sherman Lowe.

ADVENTURES
OF
SHERLOCK
HOLMES — Basil
Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Ida Lupino, Alan Marshal. Producer: Gene Markey.
Director: Alfred Werker. Original: Arthur Conan Doyle.

OX

F
H-

A

DAY
AT
THE
CIRCUS — The
Marx
Brothers,
Kenny Baker, Florence Rice, Eve Arden, Frank
McHugh,
Irene Colman, Nat Pendleton, Irving
Bacon.
Producer: Mervyn
LeRoy.
Director:
Edward
Buzzell.

BLACKMAIL — Edward
G. Robinson, Ruth
Hussey, John Wray.
Producer: John W. Considine
jr., Albert Levoy.
Director: H.
C. Potter.
Screenplay: William Ludwig, David Hertz.
MK. WONG
IN CHINATOWN
—
Boris Karloff,
Grant Withers. Producer: William Lackey. Director: William Nigh.
Original: Hugh
Wiley.
Screenplay: Scott Darling.

STUNT
PILOT — John Trent, Marjorie Reynolds,
Milburn Stone, Wesley Barry, Jason Robards,

DEATH

THE

Janice
Robert

OF

A

CHAMPION

—

Lynne

Overman,

Logan, Joseph Allen, Donald O’Connor,
Paige, John Hartley, Susan Paley. Producer: William LeBaron.
Director: Kurt Neumann. Screenplay: Stuart Palmer.

$1,000 A
TOUCHDOWN — Joe E. Brown, Martha
Raye.
Producer: William Thomas.
Director:
James Hogan.
Screenplay: Delmar
Daves.

COLORADO
SUNSET — Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, June Storey, Barbara
Pepper, Robert
Barrat, Buster
Crabbe.
Producer:
William
Berke.
Director: George
play: Paul Schofield.

Sherman.

Screen-

MY
FIFTH
AVENUE
GIRI^Ginger
Rogers, Tim
Holt, James
Ellison, Walter
Connolly, Louis
Calhern,
ory La
Original:
Rvskind,

Franklin Pangborn.
Producer: GregCava.
Director: Gregory
La
Cava.
Frank R. Adams.
Screenplay: Morrie
Winifred Kay.

CHICKEN
WAGON
FAMILY
—
Jane Withers,
Spring Byington, Leo Carrillo, Marjorie Weaver,
Kane
Richmond,
George Humbert.
Producer:
Edward
Kaufman.
Director: Herbert I. Leeds.
Original: Barry Benefield. Screenplay: Viola
Brothers Shore.

T

20

Pat

O’Malley. Producer: Paul Malvern. Director: George Waggner.
Original: Hal Forrest.

STAR
MAKER — Bing Crosby, Louise Campbell, Ned Sparks, Linda Ware, Walter Damrosch. Producer: Charles R. Rodgers.
Director: Roy Del Ruth.

HEAVEN
ON
A
SHOESTRING
—
Pat O’Brien
Olympe Bradna, Roland Young, Reginald Gardner, George E. Stone. Producer: George Arthur.
Director: Lewis Milestone.

SHE MARRIED
A COP — Phil Regan, Jean Parker,
Jerome
Cowan,
Dorothea Kent, Benny
Baker.
Producer: Sol Siegel. Director: Sidney Salkow.
Screenplay: Olive Cooper.

THE

SPELLBINDER — Lee

Allan

Tracy,

Barbara

Read,

Lane, Pierre Watkin, Doris Lloyd. Producer: Cliff Reid. Director: Jack Hively. Original: Joseph Anthony.
Screenplay: Bert Granet.

ELSA
MAXWELL’S
HOTEL
FOR
Maxwell, Linda Darnell, James
Blackmer, Ann
Sothern, John

WOMEN — Elsa
Ellison, Sidney
Halliday, Alan
Dinehart, Chick Chandler, Joyce Compton. Producer: Raymond Griffith. Director: Gregory
Ratoff. Original: Elsa Maxwell.

THE
RAINS
CAME — George Brent, Myrna
Loy,
Tyrone Power, H. B. Warner, Cesar Romero.
Joseph Schildkraut, Maria Ouspenskaya, Nigel
Bruce, Mary Nash, Henry Travers, Jane Darwell.
Director: ClarProducer: Harry Joe Brown.
ence Brown. Original: Louis Bromfield. Screenplay: Julien Josephson, Philip Dunne.

INTERMEZZO — Leslie Howard, Edna Best, Ingrid
Bergman,
John Halliday, Cecil Kellaway, Ann
Todd, Edward
Fielding. Producer: David
O.
Selznick. Director: Gregory
Ratoff.
Screenplay: Zoe Akins.
A
(HUMP
AT
OXFORD
—
Stan Laurel, Oliver
Hardy.
Producer: Hal Roach.
Director: Alf
Goulding. Screenplay: Harry Langdon, Charles
Rogers, Felix Adler.

.
£
Z,

^

'
^

DESPERATE
TRAILS — Johnny Mack Brown. Bob
Baker, Fuzzy Knight, Constance Worth, Cliff
Lyons. Producer: Albert Ray. Director: Albert
Ray.

BACHELOR’S
BABY
—
Sandy Henville, Mischa
Auer,
Jack
Oakie, Shirley Ross.
Director:
Charles Lamont.

FORGOTTEN
I STOLE
A MILLION — George Raft, Claire Trevor, Dick Foran, Victor Jory. Producer: Burt
Kelly. Director: Frank Tuttle.

ON
YOUR
TOES — Zorina, Eddie
Albert, Alan
Hale, Gloria Dickson, Frank
McHugh,
Erik
Rhodes, Queenie Smith, Paul Hurst. Producer:
Robert Lord.
Director: Ray Enright.

RETURN
Wayne

KID
NIGHTINGALE — John Payne, Jane Wyman,
Walter
Catlett, Ed
Brophy, Joseph
Crehan.
Producer: Bryan Foy.
Director: George Amy.
Screenplay: Charles Belden.

DEAD
END
KIDS AT MILITARY
End
Kids.
Producer: Bryan
William Clemens.
Screenplay:
Tom
Reed.

Russell

OF DR. X — Lya Lys, Humphrey
Morris, Rosemary
Lane, DeWolf
Hicks, Denis Morgan,
ducer: Bryan Foy.
Director:

WOMEN

—

Sigrid

Gurie,

William

Lundigan, Donald
Briggs, Eve
Arden, Elisabeth Risdon, Dannie Dunagan.
Producer: Edmund Grainger. Director: Harold
Young.
Screenplay: Lionel Houser, Harold
Buehman.

Bogart.
Hopper,

John Litel. ProVincent Sherman.
SCHOOL— Dead
Foy.
Director:
Charles Belden,

PLAYING

WITH

DYNAMITE — Jane

Wyman,

Tom

Kennedy, Frank Shannon, Allen Jenkins. Producer: William Jacobs. Director: Noel Smith.
Screenplay: Earl Snell.

Portland Cracks Down

Anti-Trust

On Quizzo; Fine 10
Portland — Ten
Quizzo defendants,
charged with maintaining gambling establishments or being present at gambling
games, were fined from $50 to $100 and
costs in superior court this week. One
other defendant was given a suspended
sentence.
In addressing the court, County Attorney Albert Knudsen explained he told several persons interested in such games that
“he was not the judge and jury” and that
he had never give them, nor intended to
give them, the idea they could circumvent
the law.
He

further expressed the opinion operators of Quizzo and similar games henceforth would find Portland a difficult place

in which
tests.

to carry

on their so-called

con-

No Action by Brunswick,
Me., on Sunday Shows
Portland — Voters at a special meeting
at Brunswick, Me., refused to take action
on an article concerning Sunday shows.
The article was dismissed by unanimous
vote after Edward W. Wheeler said it was
a waste of time since the new law did not
go into effect until July 21 and that any
action taken now would be illegal since the
present law bars Sunday shows.
William C. Murch, manager of the
Brunswick Theatre, spoke for the article;
Father Andre and the Rev. A. G. Davis
of the Methodist Episcopal Church opposed
it.

Tax Recommendations
Not Hit Film Industry

include

any proposal directed at the industry. With tax and labor measures continuing in embryo, indications were that
the Bay State legislature would sit after
July 4.
If a special session is not called for next
year, the possibility is heightening that
this first bi-annual session will break the
long-distance record established by two
late August prorogations.

DiMaura

The Saugus

Opens

Drive-In

Boston — The Saugus Drive-In Theatre,
located on the American Legion Highway,
opened late this week. Building efforts for
the latest open-air situation of Thomas
DiMaura interests have been in existence
for the past three years. E. M. Loew
sought a nearby building permit at one
time.
The Saugus ozoner
Edward Comi as have
tions in which
is interested.

was equipped by P.
been the other loca-

the Drive-In

“Sunset"

Theatre

Corp.

to RKO

Hollywood — RKO has purchased “Sunset,” a story by Bernard McConville.
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Among
By

BRAD

ANGIER

Boston — Internal independent circuit
friction has broken into the open with
the filing of a $125,000 anti-trust suit
against Edward Ansin and Harold Stoneman interests by an Andrew Tegu operating concern. Stoneman is treasurer of the
local Allied unit. Ansin is on the executive committee of the same organization.
Tegu was formerly a Vermont director.
Following his resignation, he was replaced
by Allard M. Graves who is identified with
the defendants.
George S. Ryan is handling this latest
anti-trust salvo which has been filed with
the U. S. district court in Vermont. Tire defendants, in addition to Interstate, include
the Rockingham Operating Co., Graves
Theatres, Inc., and six major distributors;
Vitagraph, Loew’s, Paramount, United Artists, Universal and Columbia. Two Tegu
Vermont houses are involved, the Palace
in St. Johnsbury
ville.

and

the Gem

in Lyndon-

Tegu, according to the bill of complaint,
began to operate Palace in St. Johnsbury
in the fall of 1926. Graves’ Star Theatre
opened in the town shortly afterward. Both
were then new theatres, but, it is claimed,

“the plaintiff’s was very superior to the
Star Theatre in construction and convenience and accommodations for the public.”
From the fall of 1926 until August, 1935,
each theatre operated on a policy which
required the exhibition of three or four
films a week. Each theatre secured substantially one-half the product of the major distributors, together with any independent films that were necessary or desirable.
Lecrsed

NE

Boston — Between ten and a dozen members of the Independent Exhibitors, Inc.,
are expected to represent the Allied States
Association affiliate at the national convention in Minneapolis June 13, 14, and 15.
At least two indes expect to make the
trip by automobile and have invited fellow
members to accompany them, the latter
chipping in ten dollars apiece for the
round trip if they are inclined to share
expenses.
Nathan Yamins, Edward Ansin, Wilbur
Peterson and Arthur K. Howard are among
those practically certain to head for the
Hotel Nicollet for the tenth reunion of
Allied.
“Each

(a)

They

have

secured

control of thea-

tres in approximately 32 New
land cities and towns.

Eng-

They have refused or threatened to
refuse to deal with any distributors
in any
would

localities in which they operate theatres unless distributors
sell them in St. Johnsbury.

(c)

They

(d)

They

have provided for either exclusive runs or exclusive first-runs
in their theatres.

(e)

They

have coerced, induced, or persuaded the operators of theatres in
all said theatres in all said 32 localities, with the exception of St.
Johnsbury and of Plymouth and
Brockton, Mass., to lease or convey
their theatres to Interstate interests.

have entered into other contracts with the defendant distributors providing in substance that
their theatres should exhibit as low

as 20 or 30 per cent of the total
films released. Usually the time
within which they should exercise
the right of selection or rejection
has not been definitely stated in the
contracts

nor enforced by the distributors, with the result that the
films not exhibited were not made

there on in he is on his own,” Colonel
Harry A. Cole informed members in a
communication sent out from Boston this

independents. “Your first obligation to the
future lies in Minneapolis June 13, 14 and

Affiliate

petition by the plaintiff.”
Specific allegations made against the
defendant exhibitors, and the corporations
operating the other theatres managed by
the defendant Interstate, are:

theatre owner will be given opportunity to hear the other side, and from

week. “If the majority of the theatre
owners of the United States want to accept the trade practice reforms as submitted by the producers, they may rest
assured that the members of the negotiation committee and all officers of Allied
will find no fault, and we are positive
that the representatives of the producerdistributors feel likewise.”
“Good business or bad business today
isn’t as important as the next ten years’
business,” Arthur K. Howard has stated
in urging convention attendance by local

Interstate

“entered into a combination and conspiracy to restrain and monopolize,” the purpose being to “suppress and destroy com-

(b)

Allied's Minneapolis
Meet Will Attract

by

Interstate, the bill of complaint alleges,
caused its affiliate Rockingham Operating
Co. to lease the Star Theatre in August,
1935. Thereafter, the Interstate managed
and supervised the operation of the Star.
At this time, it is alleged, the defendants

Do

Boston — Theatre interests were relieved
when the annual tax recommendations
of Governor Leverett Saltonstall failed to

Thomas

Suits Breaking Out
Independent Circuits

available

(f)

(g)
(h)

for use by competing exhibitors until after the end of the

playing season.
They have been instrumental in
the establishing of broad protection
schedules.
They have overbought.
In substantially all localities where
written contracts did not provide
that they should have exclusive
rights, they have induced, coerced,
or persuaded distributors to refuse
to sell to the opposition.

“The aforesaid contracts and protection
schedules and agreements, severally and
collectively, have given the theatres of the
said defendant exhibitors and the other

69

members of the Interstate Circuit Co. licenses and privileges and preferences that
none of them would have been able to seGeorge

cure if they operated
S. Ryan avers.
Cite

Admission

independently,”
Boosts

“They have limited the freedom of contract of distributors and have injured the
plaintiff by restraining and destroying its
rights to secure films in an open market
under normal competitive business. They
have

prevented the plaintiff from obtaining an adequate supply of necessary films,
and from securing other films until they
were old, in poor condition, and of little
value as public attractions. They have
permitted

the defendants’

theatres

to make

substantial

advances

in

their

admission

prices.
‘‘They have caused great increases in
the receipts and profits of the said defendants’ theatres and have enabled them
to gain substantially all the revenue in
their territories from the films of the major distributors. They have placed a direct and undue restraint upon interstate
commerce.

They have given the said defendants a substantial monopoly of the
right to contract for and exhibit motion
picture

films and have created a substantial monopoly of interstate trade or

consumption in said films.”
It is alleged that Interstate, by protection schedules and otherwise, caused
Tegu’s Gem Theatre in Lyndonville to
lose patronage and goodwill and to incur
losses it would not have sustained “except
for the aforesaid unlawful combination
and conspiracy.”
Andrew Tegu, through his attorney,
mands:
(a) Triple damages of $125,000.
(b)
(c)

the

alleged combination and conspiracy and monopolization of firstrun films by Interstate.
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and Fenway pubthe committee in

charge of the testimonial banquet extended Representative Dave Brackman, chairman of the legal affairs committee, at the
Copley Plaza Hotel Monday.
George S. Ryan sr„ and George S. Ryan
jr., finished even with Roy E. Heffner sr.,
and Roy E. Heffner jr., in a best ball match
at Belmont last week.

Sullivan

has resigned

as Republic

Phidelah Rice’s theatre is tentatively
scheduled to open at Oak Bluffs on July 10.
Loew’s State, Fine Arts, and Fenway
theatres baseball aggregations, playing regularly Sundays at Fenway Field, call the
practice

THEATRE
SUPPLY
COMPANY
BOSTON

sessions

“rehearsals.”

Ben Domingo, city manager for RKO
Theatres, plans a Bermuda cruise the last
two weeks in July.
William
expected

70

How-

cashier to go with Grand National, replacing Demi Clegg who has become assistant
to Circuit-Owning Julius Joelson.

for Particulars.

CAPITOL

Saef, Paramount
licity manager, was on

Grace

LIZE"

Economical

Jack

Mrs.

Emma V. Corbett of the Universal booking department has been seriously ill at
the Faulkner Hospital.

O
Yourself

underwent a major operation.
ard is still convalescing.

No

favor it!

B-41

of

AFL

ex-

change employes in the district elected the following officers for 1939-40 at
meeting at the Hotel Garde Monday

night:
Katherine Fitzgerald of Republic Pictures, business agent; Jack Mullen, Warner Bros., president; Jerry Massimeno,
Warner
Bros., vice-president; James
Mahan, Paramount, recording secretary;
William Nutile, Paramount, treasurer. On
the executive board, in addition to the
officers, are Robert Hoffman, 20th-Fox,
and Henry Brunig, UA. Edward Canelli
has been named sergeant-at-arms.
Installation of the officers has been
for the August meeting.

set

Billboard Bill Up
Hartford — Billboard bill, enforcing regulation to save the scenic beauty of the
state, has been printed and placed on the
House
calendar for immediate consideration.

Daughter

to Fermoyles

Boston — Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fermoyle
have a new feminine citizen at their home.
Fermoyle, an M&P Theatres Corp. booker,
is vice-president of Boston Cinema Club.

T CO M_
QAROL
HOWARD,
wife of Arthur K.
Howard of Allied, returned to her Wellesley home Saturday following a two-week
stay at the Faulkner Hospital where she

It's good business to modernize the lobby and lounge with Royalchrome.
Patrons

preliminary injunction restraining the defendant distributors from
refusing to sell and ordering them
to deliver an adequate supply of
films at reasonable prices.

YEARS

RomBciifo^

a

Haven — Unit

A

LOBBY

FOR

New

de-

Cost and reasonable attorney’s fees.
A preliminary and final injunction to prevent the continuance of

(d)

New Haven Local B-41
Elects New Officers

Cuddy,

Cinema

Club

president,

solidification of the organization’s

annual
week.
Ed

outing

Comi

plans

of the

Supply
Co. equipped
In
Theatre.
Marcel

Mekelburg

at

a

meeting

this

Service

and

Theatre

the Shrewbury

Drive-

has spotted the Boston

premiere of Grand National’s “Panama
Patrol” at the RKO Boston. The feature
is dated into Loew’s State in Providence
for the week of June 16.
Abbot Hall, Forge Village
darkened for the summer.
H. M. Addison, the Loew’s
a new Buick coupe.
Dorris
Hospital

house,

has

executive, has

Andrews, formerly of the Metropolitan, is back from the Will Rogers
at Saranac Lake, N. Y., and in

top health.
Linda Fox is the name that Mr. and
Mrs. Maxwell Fox have dubbed their new
daughter. It will be news to Variety whom
Fox represents here.
Curtis Prest of the Keith’s Memorial staff
has inaugurated a riding club whose theatrical members, some nineteen of them,
take to the bridle path Sunday mornings.
Arthur Ungerman, premium representative, was in town last week . . . Harry
Segal, Imperial, was in New York last
week . . . Newell Kurson, Graphic Theatre
circuit, has been on a circuit tour.
Harry

McDonald,

ger, has tentatively

RKO

divisional mana-

set “The

BOXOFFICE
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Keith’s Memorial on June 14, to follow
two weeks of Bing Crosby’s “East Side of
Heaven.”
Nat

Sperber,

Record, was

formerly

of

host Saturday

the

Boston

hibitor at St. Francis, Me., where the Star
Theatre has been closed and seats and
equipment removed. Bourchard is operating St. Charles Parish Hall, a 300 -seat
situation, with single and double programs.

William Riseman of the theatre decoration firm of Riseman-Lercari returned to
Boston from Connecticut last week. The

on a “shake

down cruise” of the SS Steel Pier. Film
men and critics were prominent among

John J. Markel, Brookline manager
the Levenson circuit, is exploiting

the guests
affair.

Coolidge Corner Theatre with hard-ofhearing aids, a new cooling system, and
Hi Teich program in which three names
from the theatre weekly mailing list are
picked for pass privileges.

at the sandwich-and-open-bar

Roy E. Heffner
Theatre in Lowell.

Harvey Eisenberg, assistant to Ben Rosenberg of the Fenway, reports patron favor
for the new automobile parking privileges
offered by the Back Bay first-run.

darkened

the

Tower

for
the

concern
recently
did over Nathan
theatre in
Fall River.

Yamins’

Roy E. Heffner of Bank Night left this
week for Moosehead Lake, Me., and a
session of casting for salmon.

Jack Granara, RKO publicist, plans to
leave around the first of July for a week
at his former golf club in Maplewood,
N. H. Granara is scheduled for a second
week in September at the same mountain
spot.

The Easton Theatre in Northeaston is
due to close June 13 for the summer
months.
Joseph A. DiPesa, convalescing Loew’s
publicist, is now taking automobile rides
and was to have paid a social visit to
Loew’s State and Orpheum this week.
DiPesa, now held to be physically okay,
is still resting his nerves
ders.

per doctor’s

The Red Barn Theatre at Worcester
to open July 17 for the summer.
Gregory

Turbid

has

been

appointed

Johnny Hodge, the good-looking gent at
the left, is the assistant manager at the
Strand in Providence. Although he has been

or-

is

there for seven
su-

pervising engineer at Keith’s Memorial
by City Manager Ben Domingo. Turbid,
who has been a regular engineer at the
plant for some years, succeeds Richard
Jennings, deceased.

Cyril McGerigle, RKO office manager,
expected the Theatrical Post of American
Legion to decide this week on possible sponsorship of a Junior League baseball team.
Hi Teich of the Four Star Program Co.
has been putting out special fight heralds
on the Nova-Baer fracas.

The Federal Theatre production, “Big
Blow,” which is now at the Copley, is reviewed by the Boston Transcript as “borrowed, slightly used, from Sam Goldwyn.”
The

RKO

Boston

went

into the first of

its three-day weekly series of vaudeville
with J. Harold Murray heading the initial
Friday, Saturday and Sunday stage presentation. The house may continue the new
flesh schedule throughout the summer, it
is understood.

Leonard Kraska, Fine Arts house manager, plans to take himself and his new
Buick sport coupe on a two-week vacation,
starting July 17.
E. M. Loew
the Gayety.

has

returned

Harry C. S?nith of Camden

vaudeville

to

and Kathryn

Brown

of Chicago, billed as the “Bombshells,” were married last week by Rev.
Arthur R. Gustafson in Brockton after the
five-day law had been waived by the district court there. “We seemed to be so
similar in temperament and performa?ice
that the chance of ever separating again

years, Johnny

says, "I have

yet to do a full day's work." We say, “Don't
you believe it!" Johnny opens the house
at 1 1 every morning and closes it at 11 at
night. In between that time he bowls a few
strings, has several coffee ice cream sodas,
visits the Journal-Bulletin and chats with
countless persons. Johnny began with the
Paramount-Publix chain when he left high
school and has remained in the theatre
business ever since. He's a lazy, good-natured chap. (P. S. — no hard feelings. He
dared us to print the truth!) Hodge is one
bachelor

who

insists he's going

to remain
★

*

that way.

*

Smiling Joe Mathieu used to be in the laundry business. Today he's a
big-time exhibitor and he's still cleaning up. Joe's home office is the Capitol
Theatre in Winchendon, Mass. In addition, he operates the Savoy in Northfield, Ideal and Avon in Springfield, and the State in Burlington, all in Vermont; and the Plaza in Derry, New Hampshire. Joe is ably assisted by his six-foot son,
Joseph, Jr., who knows all the answers and
takes care of everything when his dad is out
of town attending to bookings. Joe manages
to get to Boston two or three times every
month. Although you'd take it for granted
that he is a pretty busy fellow, he still finds
time to play 9 or 18 holes of good golf a
couple of times a week with his competitor,
Warren Nichols of Peterboro, N. H.
*

*

*

You've probably heard about the 19391940 Monogram line-up. We're presenting
30 big features this year exclusive of westerns. This is the most ambitious undertaking
of this organization and we're going to show you a program that features
many big-name authors. Our new stars will include Jean Parker, Edmund
Lowe and Jean Hersholt. Thanks for your cooperation in helping us make this
past year our most successful to date.

Steve Broidy

was too great to risk,” they explained.
Jack

Goodwin,

Metropolitan

managing

director, held “Juarez” and “Women in the
Wind” for a second week at the Metropolitan.

Rev. O. J. Bourchard
BOXOFFICE
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M&H Head,
O'Toole
Boston — John

John

on Stand

J. Ford,

head

of the

Maine

& New Hampshire Theatre Co., was on
the stand as the Morse & Rothenberg hearings before Phillip Hendrick, master, came
within

days

of approaching

the half-year

mark. George S. Ryan, plaintiffs’ attorney, called Ford, whose Paramount-affiliated circuit is a defendant in the litigation, after finishing examination of Timothy F. O’Toole, Columbia branch manager.
O’Toole, head of the Boston exchange
for some seven years, and office manager
here for the two or three years there was
no branch manager, has headed the New
Haven office for the past 14 months.
“Mr. O’Toole, did you find the use of
second-run Columbia pictures at the Arcadia Theatre (Morse & Rothenberg, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, house) at any
time had any influence upon your revenue
from first-run Columbia pictures in that
theatre?” asked Attorney Ryan.
“I imagine it had a natural influence
on it, yes,” O’Toole replied.
“Did you at any time ascertain that to
be the fact?”
“None other than from the comparison
on net rental I received on the percentage pictures.”
“Did you make such comparison on the
net rental?”
“Yes,” O’Toole replied. “I made them as
they happened.”
“How did you do it?” inquired Ryan.
“I saw the net,” O'Toole said. “Regularly, I would receive figures of comparison
on a big picture against what we pre“What

viously received.”
you had previously

received

from

whom?”
“From the Maine & New Hampshire theatres first-run,” O’Toole explained.
“What did you find as to the respective
revenues which you received?”
“Apparently I
was satisfied,” said
O’Toole, “because I continued.”
“You found, did you not, that at least
you were getting as much revenue firstrun from Morse & Rothenberg as you had

★ ★★★
A

FOUR-STAR
Merits a

FOUR-STAR

HIT

CAMPAIGN!

"MAN

OF

CONQUEST"
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FOUR STAR PROGRAM CO.
St. —

HUB.

1055

—

the Maine

& New

Hamp-

shire theatres?”
“I wouldn’t say that. I would say that
after we got Charlie, or Mr. Morse, to leave
out dishes on big pictures and increase
the admission price on the big pictures, we
were able to increase our revenue. I
wouldn’t

say

it was

satisfactory,

but

we

George S. Ryan wanted to know if the
accepted.”
revenue from Morse & Rothenberg wasn’t
better than what Columbia had previously been getting from the Maine &
New Hampshire theatres.

“I wouldn't know now,”
“I cannot tell you now.”
Greater

The

Revenue

prosecuting

BOSTON

to your

selling any
I made,

“Wouldn’t you say definitely that they
did object to your selling pictures to the

in Boston
been getting from

circuit objected

service to the Park Theatre?”
“Just according to the statement

O’Toole

said,

Revealed

attorney

then

called

attention to Columbia’s branch manager’s
contract recommendation. He read from
the document: “ 'This theatre is opposition to the Maine & New Hampshire circuit who offered us this season a very unsatisfactory proposition. We have sold to
the second-run house our product, receiving considerably more revenue than obtained out of this town last year. This is
a good proposition and is twice as much
as the theatre is now paying for the
product. This is the only possibility in this

Ryan asked O’Toole if the facts stated
were correct. The Columbia branch manager replied he believed they were.
town.’ ”
“Would you now say that for the season
1933-34 you received considerably more
revenue from Morse & Rothenberg firstrun than you had received in the previous season from the Maine & New Hampshire Theatre Co.?” asked Ryan.
“We sold them more product,” O'Toole
said. “Consequently, we received more
revenue.”
Ryan later asked O'Toole, “At any time
prior to May 24, 1935, did you get any
information from any source that the Shea
circuit objected to Columbia selling the
Park in Nashua?”
“I cannot recollect just what the exact
words are, but in a general way I received information from the representatives
of the Shea people that they were not
satisfied with the setup in Nashua or the
policy of the Park Theatre in reference to
that operation. In answer to my ques-

Park
Theatre?”
“Under
present policy of the Park Theatre, I would say they objected to it.”
“And they told you they didn’t want you
to sell your pictures second or subsequent
run to the Park Theatre, or didn’t they?”
“They inferred,” said O’Toole, “that if
sold
yes.” them there, we would get less

we

revenue from the first-run.”
“The reason you refused to sell the Park
Theatre was the objection of the Feiber
& Shea circuit, was it not?”
O’Toole replied that he wouldn’t say it
was. He was governed mainly by the
amount of revenue
declared.

from

the first-run, he

“When you were writing up his contract recommendation, one of your purposes was to tell the home office why you
previously had not sold the Park Theatre,
wasn’t it?” Ryan pressed.
“No,” said O’Toole. “I merely told them
the reason why we were selling them the
pictures referred to there.”
“The only reason you could think of at
that time to give the home office for not
selling the Park Theatre in the past was
that

the

Feiber

&

Shea

circuit had

ob-

“At the time of making that contract,”
O’Toole said, “that statement was put in
jected?”

REPORT
has it that Charles Ganellas,
owner of the Deering Theatre, will convert the Playhouse at Ogunquit, a legitimate, heretofore operated by Walter Hartwig, into a film theatre about June 9.
George

Gould,

a

member

of Local

458

of the MPMO
union, was to have represented the Local at the AFL convention in
Boston June 4.
Rudy Vallee, whom Westbrook claims as
a native son, returns to Maine August 14
to play in a straight dramatic play at the
Deertrees Theatre at Harrison, according
to Bela Blau of New York, who recently
leased the theatre.
The

Lakewood

Players

opened

their sec-

ond week June 5 with “Biography,” a comedy by S. N. Behrman. Sylvia Field has the
leading role.

tions as to why we didn’t receive a larger
revenue, they claimed that that was the
Inaugurating the season’s Sunday midnight shows, the Colonial, a subsequent,
Shea

Objections

Reported

reason.”
Ryan brought forth a contract recommendation dated May 24, 1935, for the

with our specially priced heralds
(3 sizes) — Blotters — Bookmarks

40 Winchester

Ford, Follows

Feiber,

SELL REPUBLIC'S

Shea

Park Theatre in Nashua. O’Toole said that
the signature was not his but that it had
probably been put there, in the usual
course of business, by Miss Anna Krim,
who at present is secretary to present
Boston Branch Manager Harry Rogovin.
The document read in part: “ ‘Prior to
the present time the Feiber & Shea circuit objected to our selling any service
”
theatre.’
this you
to “Did
dictate
inquired.

that language?”

“I did, possibly. It is there.”
“Prior to that time had the

Ryan

Feiber

&

June

4 presented

a

one-hour

stage

show

in addition to two features . . . The State’s
new front was installed this week . . . The
Cape

Theatre, operated by Leon P. Gorman, has had its screen resurfaced.

Chelsea

Waldron, State Theatre projectionist and a member of Local 458,
MPMO
union, has been appointed as their
official delegate to the State AFL meeting
to be held at Madison June 13 to 16.
“Summer Souvenirs,” tentative title for
the State Theatre’s new radio program
broadcast over WCSH
each Saturday
morning,
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has

been

changed
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there as to why we sold this to the Park
Theatre, with a supplementary remark to
show them that the pictures were open in
the town and that we could dispose of
them through the Park Theatre.”
“And you were also attempting to explain there, were you not, why you previously had not sold your service to the
Park Theatre?”
“It might have that inference as an explanation,” O’Toole said.
Summarizes

Reasons

Ryan subsequently requested the Columbia branch manager to tell all his reasons for refusing to sell Morse & Rothenberg’s Park Theatre in Nashua, N. H.
“Primarily,” said O’Toole, “it was the
fact that that setup operating at that time
was not satisfactory to us because it affected our first-run revenue. Secondly, we
were not in agreement with the policy of
the Park Theatre as to two-for-ones or
giveaways, and the general operation with
dish nights, etc. We felt that that particular situation was not working out to
our advantage and was causing a loss of
money.”
“Anything else?” Ryan queried.
“There might have been other elements.
I cannot recall them at the present time.
The objections by the Feiber & Shea people, yes.”
“Would you say the objections by the
Feiber & Shea people were the main reason for your refusing to sell?”
“I wouldn’t say so. I think that when
we arrive at a point like that, we take
all elements into consideration and decide
what is the best thing to do.”
“You had sold this theatre for about
two seasons, had you not?” said Ryan.
“We had.”
“And in the second season,” Ryan continued, “did you find that you were the
only major company that was selling the
Park Theatre its product?”
“I don’t remember whom they were buying of; what they were buying. I sold
them, and that was as far as I was concerned. I might have known, but it wasn’t
so I could remember.”
Figures entered the testimony.
“Wouldn’t you say,” Ryan injected, “that
as a result of your refusal to supply your
pictures to the Park Theatre for the season 1932-33, you lost revenue in cash?”
“As to the amount, a small amount, yes,
in total, but I gained in average.”
“You had gained in average in pictures
you sold to the State and Tremon
t of
some $2.00 a picture?” Ryan asked.
“That is right,” said O’Toole.
“For 26 pictures?”
“That is right,” O’Toole said again.
“And you lost $400 on the same by not
selling the Park Theatre?”
“That is right,” O’Toole said for the
third time.
A

Contract

Turns

Up

Some

discussion came up as to the production, for entry as an exhibit, of Shea’s
contracts with Columbia for 1932-33.
“We would have a copy,” O’Toole said;
adding, “but we had a very disastrous flood
there at one time, four or five years ago.”
“Where?”
O’Toole said it was down in the cellar
of the Columbia exchange.
“Did it affect any of the Columbia contracts?” Ryan asked.
“It did destroy a lot of records. Both
contracts and correspondence and office
BOXOFFICE
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PROVIDENCE
RKO -ALBEE,
which closed its film season May 31, has gone legit with Jules
Leventhal opening a summer season of
dollar top stage shows. Ray Payton, who
managed house for Wee & Leventhal three
years ago, again is in charge and has done
a good job in garnering publicity and local
tieups prior to opening. First bill is “Our
Town” with Eddie Dowling, one of Rhode
Island’s favorite sons, in the starring role.
Woonsocket

theatres, still rankled

at

city’s jacking up of license fees, are battling for court action. Latest move was
filing of petition for writ of certiorari last
Wednesday in supreme court by Judge
John R. Higgins, counsel for theatre operators. Previous application for injunction
sought from Judge Carpenter in superior
court earlier in the year was denied. Present petition in superior court is for a writ
of certiorari with city commissioners, city
solicitor and Mayor Toupin as chairman
of Woonsocket police commission ordered
to appear in court.
Majestic Theatre lobby looks all prettified as result of redecorating work just

die McBride with Forest Hills Nursery. McBride, incidentally, is now
busy with a teaser campaign on
opening at the State Friday.
running teaser ads in papers, has
and 1,000 window cards scattered

“Maisie,”
Has been
500 lithos
over city

asking
“Who
folks talking.

stunt has

is Maisie?”

The

Division Manager H. M. Addison of the
Loew
Buick. circuit breezed into town in a new
Maurice, featured organist at the State,
is entertaining his other, Mrs. H. H. Cook
of San Benito, Tex., for a few weeks. This
is Mrs. Cook’s first trip east and her son
is being kept busy between shows taking
her
around this historic section of the
country.

Reports have it contracts for air conditioning installation at Majestic and
Fays are about ready to be signed.
Fays Theatre playing Baer-Nova fight
films has found them a good drawing card

completed there. Loew’s State looks even
more summery, dressed up with palms, potted evergreens, etc., as a result of a
tieup effected by House Manager Ed-

this week says House Manager Sam
man. Notice to employes for two
closing of Fays has gone up on call
a perennial custom, though several
summers house has stayed open.

records, a lot of them.

kept all our

friendship rather than to pussyfoot around

records there.”
“Well, were copies of these contracts
also in New York at the home office?”
“I imagine so,” said O’Toole.
“Was there any flood there?” Ryan
smiled.
“I don’t know.”
“Have you heard anything about any
flood in New York destroying any home

like some of the other exchanges.’ ”
Ryan asked O’Toole what he meant by
saying “ ‘Pussyfooting around like the oth-

We

office copies of contracts?”
“I haven’t.”
The contract in question was later discovered.

Testimony on Providence
Metropolitan Is Taken
Ryan brought the testimony around to
the Metropolitan Theatre in Providence,
the house operated at one time by A&W
Amusement Co. whose $100,000 anti-trust
suit is being tried along with Morse &
actions.
Reading from a letter which Tim O'Toole
identified as having been written by him
to Lou Astor, Ryan quoted : “ ‘For your
information, Mr. Anger has not bought
any pictures for the Metropolitan Theatre from any company and according to
available information we doubt if he will
. . . The reason for this is that the Bijou,
operated by Tony Romano, is a short distance away, and all the companies decided that they would much prefer to
continue with Mr. Romano than to jeopardize this situation by selling the Metropolitan Theatre these same pictures at a
cheaper rate . . .
“ ‘The writer is well acquainted with Mr.
Anger and when he came in to see us
with Joe Walsh we definitely told him of
the situation, feeling that it would be to
our advantage to continue extending

Kaufweeks’
board,
recent

“Possibly
some of them were afraid to
er exchanges’?”
irefuse to sell him,” O’Toole said, “I
Frank Crocker, Columbia lawyer, asked
O’Toole in cross-examination to elucidate
what he had meant when he told Ryan
wasn’t.”
that
because of the history of the Metropolitan in Providence he had not been interested in selling it.
“As I understand it,” O’Toole said, “the
theatre was to be opened as a first-run
house through the cooperation of the people who owned the property and an exhibitor who formerly ran a theatre there
in Providence. The opening night of the
theatre was a bad start because the exhibitor called everybody down because they
tending.
sent wires to the theatre instead of atApparent

Financial

Struggle

“They opened up on a first-run policy,
with whatever product they got, and endeavored to make it go. They were forced
to give up, and, as I understand it, the
owners of the property endeavored to lease
the theatre to other exhibitors. They did
lease it to a representative of a New York

AIR CONDITIONING?
Nothing

Better —
Nothing
Than Well Water

Cheaper

CO., INC.

LROBINSON ARTESIAN WELL
EYNNFIELD
Tel.

CENTER,

Rynnfield

Center

MASS.
123
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corporation. I think they opened the theatre about three days, and then they walked out.
“It was then rented (I do not know
whether by lease or what) by Charles Williams, who was a former exhibitor in Providence, to open the theatre. He tried the
best policy he could get, and then he
changed the policy and, being on the verge
of closing, he made arrangements with
the employes on some sort of a cooperative
or participation basis. He came in to buy
some pictures.
“ ‘I was not interested to write up contracts where I had an idea that there was
no financial responsibility. The shipping
of a print down there, which usually costs
around $250, without a contract and without financial protection I thought would
be the wrong thing to do. Nevertheless, as
I recall it, I booked him one or two pictures.

THIS

WEEK

New

Haven — There’s

a span

of a

mere

42 years between the time Arthur J. Smith
was presented to his parents as a Christmas eve gift in 1896, to his recent sixth
re-election as Mayor of Newtown, Conn.,
and mentor of its Edmond Town Hall,
housing the Community Theatre and many
other activities. This rapid rise to success
may be attributed to His Honor’s quiet
efficiency, good nature, easy, patient manner, pleasing modesty and experience in

to tell me, and he told me I couldn’t secure the print without a court order and
so forth. About that time the print came
back.

theatre in any way whatever.’ ”
Ryan then took O’Toole back for redirect examination. Ryan asked O’Toole
if he knew that both Mr. Anger and Mr.

theatres.”
“So far as what they did in the other
theatres, they did not attempt to withhold
any film from Columbia?” George S. Ryan
asked.
“If they got in the Metropolitan,” said
Timothy F. O’Toole, “they might change
their disposition.”
and

Baker

Busy

Hollywood — Gene

Towne

Towne

and

Baker

Graham

are busy scripting “African Intrigue,” first in a series of films they will
produce for RKO release under the banner
of Play’s the Thing Productions.
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J. SMITH

tates, as well as other industrial projects,
until in 1929, he was sent to Newtown
to supervise the electrical work on the
$960,000 colonial-type Edmond Town Hall,
endowed by Mary Hawley.
The Hall houses a modern, fully-equipped 650-seat theatre, banquet room and
kitchen, bowling alleys, gymnasium, Town
Court, various other Town offices, and a
Post Office. Arthur Smith evidently sold
himself and his ability to the Newtowners from the outset. When the job was
finished, and the townspeople could point
to their Hall with just pride, they could
think of no better man to stay on and
administer all its ramifications than Smith.
He accepted, and his performance of the
job has won him increasing confidence and
popularity through the years since.
Meantime, he had married, and two
years after his arrival in Newtown, he
built himself a charming home, to which
he has since added many attractive features. By 1933 the town found him indispensable to its smooth operation and
elected him Mayor, with additional full
supervision of the Hall. His election then
and annually since that time, has been
free of affiliation with the two major po-

“After that, the theatre was opened up
by other exhibitors, and I figured after
that experience that I had had and my
general knowledge of the conditions there
that I did not consider it to my advantage to have anything to do with that

“Did the fact that you had to go down
and attempt to get this film when this
Metropolitan Theatre was under the management of Williams have any effect on
your decision whether to sell or not to
Anger and Walsh?”
“That was one of the elements, in addition to the fact that I was familiar with
the situation.”
“Were you afraid that Anger and Walsh
might run away with a print belonging
to Columbia?”
“I didn’t know what they might do at
the theatre,” O’Toole replied. “They might
not be guided by what they did at the other

MEET

ARTHUR

“ ‘The theatre closed up, and they closed
up with one of the pictures in the theatre. It was called to my attention that
the print had not been returned ... I inquired of someone who was in a position

Walsh were “reputable men.”
When O'Toole agreed Ryan added,
“They were all right as exhibitors go?”
“That is right,” said O'Toole.
Edward McClennan, chief defense lawyer, spoke up with the question, “What
does that mean?”
Frank Crocker, the Columbia lawyer
added, “Does that include exhibitors’ attorneys?”
Everyone laughed.

WE

executing important assignments with precision. The same attributes bid fair to
keep him the number one citizen of an
unusual community as long as he cares to
stay, for, from the start, he has had no
opposition, — which is something to crow
about in film trade or any other terms.
Meadow Street cherishes the Hon. Smith
not only as a good theatre operator, but
as Connecticut’s — yea, New England’s combination Mayor, exhibitor and good fellow.
Like many other Smiths, Arthur was
born in New York, attended the public
grade schools, and De Witt Clinton High
School. From boyhood on, however, it was
apparent that, if he survived at all, he
would be an outstanding Smith. He did
his best to blow up himself, his relatives
and their homes with early chemical and
electrical experiments. There was no doubt
in his mind when graduation day arrived
— he was determined to be an electrical
engineer and enrolled in Pratt’s Institute,
where he prepared for this career. He
secured a position with Peet & Powers, big
contracting outfit in the Grand Central
Terminal Bldg., and was soon entrusted
with full responsibility in important electrical jobs all over the country. The World
War intervened, and Smith enlisted in the
Navy, becoming chief electrician of the
S. S. Vestal, prize repair ship. Later, back
in New York once more, he was placed
in charge of electrical engineering in the
construction of the New York Edison Co.
power plant at Hellgate, largest power
plant in the world. He also worked on
many luxurious Westchester County es-

litical parties — he runs on the “Citizens’
Party,” and nomination is as good as
election.
Three years ago he was instrumental in
bringing direct power lines into the town
and eliminating constant power troubles
during storms. He has actively headed the
zoning commission and kept the beautiful
town, located in the foothills of the Berkshires, from becoming industrialized, according to the will of its 3,000 inhabitants.
He has founded a Rotary Club, officiated
at community functions, played a spot of
golf, untangled the community snags which
others could not solve, and in between
times bought and booked pictures for
operation of the theatre four nights a
week.
When Memorial Day was in the offing,
the townspeople said it would be nice if
citizeness Grace Moore would sing at the
dedication of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’
monument, but, of course, no one could
ever get her to do so. The Mayor, who
also was chairman of the entertainment
committee and in charge of program, produced Grace Moore at the appointed time,
and in addition, Gladys Swarthout and
Frank Chapman, who were then visiting
Miss Moore at her estate, and House
Jamison of radio fame, all of whom contributed vocal selections which made it
a memorable event, and added no end to
his own prestige.
The town of Newtown has a goodly
sprinkling of notables, and they frequently
attend the theatre with their parties. In
addition to Miss Moore, Robert Armbruster, orchestra leader; Robert Adams, of
the Chase National Bank; Walter Reynolds, author; Neil Agnew, Paramount vicepresident; Walter Hutchinson, 20th-Fox
foreign manager; Ray Irwin, editor of the
New Yorker; Queena Mario, Metropolitan
star; Wilton Lyckey, son of the actor, and
Florence St. John, his wife — all these and
many others have acquired estates here.
BOXOFFICE
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QPENINGS
and closings in the territory:
John Bourgeois and son, John jr„ opened the converted Town Hall as a 250-seat
Country Theatre. Sound, projection and
screen were installed by National Theatre
Supply, under the personal supervision of
William Hutchins, manager. The newcomers will try five-a-week operation.
The
house,

beautiful new

Weiss

750 -seat Avon

Amusement

Theatre,

Co.

Stamford,

will open June 15, with ‘‘Young Mr. Lincoln.” The theatre is completely air-conditioned, and is the last word in modern
de luxe equipment. National furnished the
booth . . . Conrose’s Cinema City, Sound
View ( formerly the Colony), also opens
June 15 for the summer.
New Bantam Theatre, operated by Joseph Reed of Washington Depot, is open
. . . 800-seat Casey & Wheeler house in
Ridgefield begun . . . G. C. Hess of Moosup
is working on plans for a Groton house of
500

seats . . . Robert Schwartz’s Paramount, Thomaston, is proceeding rapidly
. . . Quittner and Perakos are doing ditto

in Jewett City . . . The new Cascioli Forest Theatre is promised for Labor Day
opening . . . Athan Prakas of the Rivoli,
Bridgeport, is reported on the point of
closing a deal for additional land in the
rear of his present holdings in Bethel,
which

will permit him to construct a theatre and three stores . . . Construction of
new Van Doren house in Waterbury is
still held up by the continued illness of
Burton Van Doren . . . Sal Adorno reported proceeding with construction of his
open-air house in Middletown, in spite of
Arragoni suit seeking to enjoin him from
entering new amusement enterprises.
Fishman

Theatres

closing

of the

Lyric

and

Winchester theatres on June 17 "indefinitely” and reduction of Apollo operation on June 11 to three days a week,
single change, was a shock to the district.
The Lyric has never been closed, it’s many
years since the Winchester closed for a few
months, and never have three Fishman
houses been closed at the same time.
Warner’s have closed the Tremont, Ansonia for the summer, but the Capitol,
Danbury, which was also dark last summer, will remain open from present indi-

H A V IE M

Baldwin, “We theatre owners feel that this
Bingo bill as passed is highly discriminatory and should be amended so that the

Among visitors in the Elm City: Herbert MacIntyre, RKO
district manager,
who stayed for several days . . . J. R.

privilege of operating Bingo is made available to investors in the amusement business like ourselves. Would appreciate your
granting audience to our committee to

Vogel, of Loew’s, Inc., who came up for a
weekend to see Harry F. Shaw, and visit
and thoroughly inspect every theatre on
the circuit. (From all reports, JRV found

apprise you of our position.” As Boxoffice
went to press, the audience had not yet
been granted; nor had the governor affixed

the

his signature to the Bingo-for-charitableorganizations bill, making it Connecticut
law.
Meantime, sponsors of the game were
planning that local New Haven option
should be granted in time to start operation in July, although normal procedure
would call for introduction of resolution
at June meeting of the board of aldermen,
report of committee in July, and action in
August. Short cut would be obtained by
asking unanimous consent for immediate
consideration of the report filed in July,
and if that is denied, seeking a special
aldermanic meeting later the same month.
Close
fewer

of the college year at Yale University gives New Haven exhibitors 5,000
potential patrons to figure on.

Credit Matt Saunders, Loew-Poli publicity head pro tern, with another fine
stunt: At the Donat mink and fox farm
in Bethany, Ernest Donat, father of the
famous actor, is confined to bed because
of illness. Monday night the Loew-Poli
division manager, Harry Shaw, and Saunders, made it possible for the Donats to
see their son in his latest film triumph,
“Goodbye, Mr. Chips,” by bringing portable
equipment up to the Bethany homestead.
Theatre managers and representatives of
the press from the various towns on the
circuit were invited. The screening was
preceded by supper at the Hotel Taft.
The press had pages of comment.
Leo

Schapiro

person

brought

to the Guilford

Sheriff
Theatre

Slavin

in

at a spe-

cial Saturday matinee opening of “ First
Offenders,” which feature Columbia made
from the sheriff’s local radio series idea
. . . Schapiro has the NBC red network
Hi Boys scheduled for June 18 and 19 appearances at the theatre.

cations. . . Palace, Hartford, which Loew’s
managed to keep operating all of last
summer by dint of holdovers of big hits,
is reported slated for early closing this
summer . . . Michael Tomasino will close
the Victory Theatre June 14 until the fall.
JJDGAR
Improvements : Big Rialto Theatre Corp.
renovation job of the Rialto, Windsor
Locks, goes to Modern Theatre Equipment
Co., under Lou Phillips’ personal supervision. The 600-seat house will be redecorated, air-conditioned, carpeted, booth reconstructed, supplied with new stage
drapes and new marquee. International
Seat

Co., under Peter F. Masucci’s direction, will reseat. The theatre will close
June 12 and reopen on July 9.
The Middlesex Theatre, Middletown, is
one of the few in the state to have contracted for complete air-conditioning this
summer.
Both

Allied and
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Governor

LYNCH
has returned from Baltimore and other southern points and
is back at his desk in the Warner office
after an absence of six weeks. John Hesse
has returned to the Roger Sherman at
New Haven.
Jimmy Conroy, former manager of the
Lyric, is selling WPA shorts through New
England.
Five planes flying in formation
to advertise “Only
at the Loew-Poli.

Angeles

were used

Have

Wings”

Reports are current here that Loew’s is
seeking a buyer or a lessor for the Lyric,
dark most of the time for the past year.
Jack

Sidney

guested

the

Times-Star

theatres looking ship-shape and attracive). . . Leonard Picker, Columbia
attorney, dropped in to see Harry Shaw,
too . . . J. S. MacLeod, Metro manager
of exchange maintenance department, was
a hurried visitor . . . Thomas Donaldson,
Metro manager, off to Boston on business.
Local No. 273 of the motion

picture oper-

ators’ union staged a successful dinnerdance at Wilcox’s Pavilion on June 10 for
the
man.benefit fund. Tony Baslicato was chairThe

breaks:

Sudden

breakdown

of the

Lily, Plainfield, generator ended in Operator Henry Fontaine’s refunding admission
price to all patrons — with a smile, yet.
RKO
staff is definitely in the money
as the George Schaefer Drive comes to an
end . . . Warner Theatre Department startMay. ing the new quarter full swing after leading the country for the quarter ending

Metro exchange vacation schedule
Frank Mullen, office manager, the

gives
week

of July 2-8 and a week in days; Gerry
Flood, secretary to Mr. Donaldson, August
6-12

and September 10-16; Charlie Lazarus, booker, June 25- July 1, and October
8-14; Phil Gravitz, booker, September 1730; Ann Caporossi, assistant booker, July
2-15; Ethele Phillips, contract clerk, August 13-26; Alice Lee, assistant, July 30August 5 and September 17-23; Herman
Miller, cashier, August 13-26; Molly Smith,
assistant, January 21-February 3; Mary
Pappiano, October 1-7 and January 21-27;
Loretta Byrne, August 6-12 and October
15-21; Leon Jakubson, shipper, July 23-29
and August 13-19; Albert Davis, poster
clerk, June 25- July 8; Edith Williams, head
inspectress, June 25- July 1 and July 23-29;
Rosemary Patterson, May 21-27 and August
13-19; Helen Brennan, June 11-17 and Sep( Continued on next page)

Press

Club

at the Loew-Poli.

Molly Rosenthal thinks nothing of going on an all-day hike with the girl scouts.
Arthur “Otto” Esposito is the first local
theatreman to be spotted changing a flat
tire on the new Merritt Parkway. And he
had
mark.

to pick an afternoon when the thermometers were pushing pass the 93-degree

Joseph R. Vogel, Loew general manager,
is in town for two days, giving the houses
a routine inspection.
Harry Rose will launch his bathing
beauty contest at the Globe on June 26.
On June 27 he will leave for Atlantic City
to see some real lookers in bathing suits.
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Foreign Film Only One
Receiving Deletions

IHIAWIEN

(Continued

from

preceding

page)

Boston — A foreign film was the only one
in the latest group of 46 celluloids to be
surveyed by the Massachusetts bureau of
Sunday censorship to be deleted. Cuts on

tember 10-16; Alba
and April 30-May 6.

Giannotti,

April

“Lucrezia Borgia,” which is being distributed in this territory by Imperial, are:

the

“Scene

showing nude girl in bath;
logue,—
‘ that I will refuse myself to
no?’, in part three. Scene showing
and women in sensuous embrace at
quet in part seven.”
Features included

among

those

diayou,
men
ban-

which

were okayed without a cut were Metro’s
“Bridal Suite,” Universal’s "They Asked
for It,” Monogram’s “Across the Plains,”
and Republic’s “The Zero Hour.”
Eight vaudeville routines were disapproved in their original form and were
ordered to conform with recommended
modifications governing the approval of
entertainments to be held on the Lord’s
Day if they were to be issued Sunday permits. Three other acts were banned for
the Sabbath. Twenty-five stage acts were
approved.

Blumenthal
Separation

Is Victor in
Accord

Suit

Boston — Peggy Fears has lost her suit
for $10,991.10 against Alfred C. Blumenthal, her husband from whom she is separated, by a ruling of the full bench of the
Massachusetts supreme court.
The actress charged that Blumenthal
had failed to pay her $20,000 a year per an
alleged 1934 separation agreement and that
he had transferred Eastern Theatres, Inc.,
stock to his sister, Mrs. Merriam Rogers
of Brookline, upon which the latter collected $41,000 in dividends which, the
actress averred, should have come to her
the separation agreement. Blumenthal asserted that his wife had violated
her part of the understanding by publicly
annoying him.
Succinctly dismissing the matter in a decision written by Justice James J. Ronan,
the court decreed that it has long been a

under

Bay State legal principle that married individuals may not collect through Massachusetts courts money due under a marital
agreement made in another state.

Jeffrey Has Bingo
Boston— Mark Jeffrey, former prominent independent distributor and head of
the New England Film Exchange, has been
appointed Boston representative for Bingo.
Abraham Schrieber, national head of a
premium concern, signed on Jeffrey last
week while in town from New York. Shrieber is expected to name a New Haven
representative shortly.

That's Still Good
Advertising
Boston — "She’s
always gives a

a swell actress. She
good performance in

stills," was the quip
this week by Meyer
M&P
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publicity

passed
Marcus

department.

around
of the

Edward

Lynch , temporary

Bicycle Giveaway Plan
Is Launched by Trio

2-8

manager

at

Roger Sherman, New Haven, is vacationing at Virginia Beach, returning June
12. Meantime John Hesse, who switched
with Lynch to take over the Warner,
Bridgeport, for several weeks, has been
commuting to supervise both houses . . .
Jack O’Connell, assistant at the Roger
Sherman, takes leave in July, planning
an

auto trip to the World’s Fair, Baltimore and other points south . . . Charlotte McGuigan, Loew-Poli division secretary, is heading west by car . . . Bill Scanlon of the Poli Theatre and the team of
Sherman, takes his leave in July, and plans
York . . . Bob Russell went off on another

one-day fishing trip to Montauk Point for
pollock, with a side-excursion to Peconic
Bay for weak fish.
Lucy Zlotkowski of the Universal office, will relax for two weeks at Indian
Neck in July . . . Angelo Tomasino wound
up his term at the Yale Drama School,
and drove up to Boston to call for Charles,
completing his freshman year at Boston
University Law School. Both are sons of
Michael Tomasino, well-known exhib . . .
Nestor Auth, Bijou assistant, is visiting
the folks in Pittsburgh during his vacation.
Loew’s -Palace, Meriden, has initiated a
jitterbug contest to extend over five Friday
nights and a grand finale. Five different
local bands will furnish music, and winners will receive gold wrist watches
through
state.

courtesy

Edward
Loew-Poli,

of a large jeweler in the

Fitzpatrick, manager of the
Waterbury, is being called the

“Barnum of Brass City sports.” For most
of the ten years he has held the theatre
job, he has at the same time succeeded
in being ace sports promoter for the city,
winning tremendous
mendation.
A

patron

popularity

at the College

and

Boston — Joe Schmuck, Ernie Warren,
and Jim Kennedy have formed the Increased Sales Co., to handle a theatremerchant tieup, along popularity contest
lines, in which bicycles are handed out.
Included among the more than two dozen
exhibitors that have already adopted the
plan are Fred Green of the Bijou in Woonsocket, Joe Dondis of the Strand, Skowhegan; Andrew St. Ledger of the Bijou,
Pittsfield; Roy E. Heffner, Key, Middleboro; Adolph Burroughs, Casino, Boston;
Michael Bruno, Pastime, Tilton; Mrs. E.
M. Emmons, Bijou, Morrisville; Joe Mathieu, Weldon, St. Albans; Charles Ross,
Windsor, Windsor;
Frank

C. Lydon of the Hamilton in Dorchester; Wm. H. McLaughlin, Stoneham,
Stoneham; Wilbur Peterson, Orpheum,
Somerville; George Hackett, Medford, Medford; Louis Stern, Opera House, Barrie;
Merton Carr, Strand, Randolph; Richard
Flora, Rudy, Caribou; Lloyd Bridgham,
Broadway, Dover; George Marked, Hudson,
Hudson; and Fred Markey, of Ioka in
Exeter.

Joe Ehrlich Heading lor
New Theatre Connection
Boston — Joe Ehrlick, for several years
assistant to Jack Granara, local RKO Theatres publicity manager, has gone on summer leave. Ehrlick, who previously to his
RKO
affiliation did regular exploitation
work

here for Loew’s, is expected
nounce a theatre tieup next week.

Edward

J. Hermann

Boston — Edward J. Hermann, manager
of the Orpheum in Danvers for several
years, died suddenly in that town. The
house, in which the late Louis Boas had an
interest, is now
roughs.

operated

by Adolph

Bur-

com-

RKO
expressed

to an-

keen

surprise and joy at recovering a purse containing $44, found after a strenuous search
under the seats.

State, Hartford, with reduced admissions
of 15 cents until 5 and 25 cents evenings,
offers three features, amateur contests, and
other novelties. George Petrie, local actor,
will be co-featured with Kitty Carlisle in
“Twentieth Century,” at Stony Creek
strawhat . . . George Sklar, whose play,
“Merry-Go-Round” was filmed as “Afraid
to Talk,” is a Meriden boy, who later attended the late George Pierce Baker’s 47
workshop at Yale.
Edward Ruff, Paramount manager, preceded the rest of the Paramount Californiabound conventioneers, to visit in Chicago
for a few days . . . New Haven delegation
of Henry Germaine, Richard Carroll and
Thomas Thornton boarded the special train
here to join the Boston unit consisting
of Al Kane, Bill Erbb, Jack Gubbins, John
Moore, Lester Hughes, Jim Harris, Tom
Duane, Edward Bradley, Jack Brown, Paul
Broderick. The boys will visit the Golden

Assigns

Hollywood — Sam

Spewacks

and Bella Spewack

are

writing the script for “The Man Who Lost
Himself,” to be produced in England by
Leslie Howard for RKO. Howard stars in
the film.

Gate exposition, get down to business
three days, and return by June 15.
The

for

“borscht” circuit will have an increase soon — land for a 500-seat house in

Windsor has been acquired and construction will proceed immediately. It is then
planned to go on with the Wethersfield
house,

which was laid out last year. Nathan Lampert, circuit head, is still unable to get about without the aid of
crutches as a result of his accident last
summer.
Even in golf, the Fishman brothers and
members of the circuit staff keep togeth r . . . Sympathy to Carmel D’ Angelas
of the Universal office, who recently lost
her father . . . Al Pickus of the Stratford
Theatre is winner of a handsome silver
cup in the Mill River Country Club golf
tournament.
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ATO Special Meeting

A Deep

Draws Full House

Exhibitor

Oklahoma

City — Members

Probe

Into Problems

on MPTO

of

Agenda

of the organ-

ization committee of Allied Theatre Owners of Oklahoma gathered here at an invitation meeting which packed the hotel
room as more than 30 new members were
taken into the association. Delegates were
elected to the national Allied convention
with instructions to register Oklahoma’s
association vote against any arbitration
plan brought before the convention. The
delegation was given a free hand to vote
as it pleased on all other matters.
Meetings also were set in each of four
districts of Oklahoma for July and August with the state convention scheduled
for September here in Oklahoma City.
The first two meetings during July will
be held in Tulsa and Enid with Allied
members there hosts to independent exhibitors from over the state. Chairman
Orville von Gulker will address each meeting relating what happened at the national
convention and reporting on the association’s progress.
Purposes of Allied Theatre Owners of
Oklahoma were adopted, these to be approved by the convention meeting in September or rejected by that body, as follows:
(I) To exclusively represent its members for the purpose of uniting their energies as well as those of all independents
unaffiliated motion picture houses.
12) To cooperate with the governmental
authorities and the public along constructive lines.
(3) To improve the tone and quality
and raise the standards of motion picture
films and the business in general.
(4) To secure protection for its members by cooperation.
(5) To enlighten the public.
(6) To eliminate immoral or suggestive
pictures.
(7) To secure fair, courteous and equitable treatment from all with whom its
members have transactions.
(8) To secure reasonable insurance
rates.
(9) To advocate favorable and oppose
adverse legislation.
(10) To enforce all laws which are now
or may hereafter be enacted that are for
the welfare of theatre owners and for the
public.
(II) To promote and maintain favorable
relations with labor.
(12) To develop the spirit of fellowship
among its members.

and

tions concerning Ascap and its policies, or

research into the problems of the exhibitor have been headlined for the annual
convention of the Motion Picture Theatre
Owners of Oklahoma following a board of
directors meeting here.
A broader convention program than in
the past was designed by the directors
with considerable attention being given to
every angle of theatre operation. A banquet and floor show were set to wind up
the affair at the Oklahoma Golf and
Country Club with daily buffet lunches
ticketed for each day of the convention
also.

any phase of Ascap’s relation to the theatre industry, in an open forum.
Dr. Henry Bennett, president of Oklahoma A. and M. College at Stillwater,
ticketed for a discussion of the relationship of college visual education work and
the motion picture industry.
Paul Short, sales manager for National
Screen Service, who is to demonstrate
screen color process advertising and answer
open forum questions on promotion of pictures through the mediums with which he
has had experience.

The convention will be opened by Gov.
Leon C. Phillips if present plans materialize. The governor will make the address
of welcome to the delegates attending the
June 26 and 27 meeting at the Biltmore
Hotel.

Television discussions are set to be lead
by an expert, probably from RCA, and if
present plans materialize the convention
will be able to see an actual television demonstration at the meeting.
Pop Warner of the Burch Mfg. Co. has

Oklahoma

City —

Kuykendall

Extensive

Heads

study

Speakers

Placed on the convention program by
the directors at the Monday meeting were
the following speakers and subjects:
Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA president, who
is set to present a discussion of national
problems confronting exhibitors, answer
open forum questions on the trade practice agreements and discuss the theatre
business nationally.
Bob O’Donnell, Interstate head who will
fly into Oklahoma City from Omaha, whose
subject has not as yet been assigned, but
who is expected to present a discussion
of the problems of operation and competition between circuits and independents.
Mrs. Besa Short of Interstate, who is to
tell delegates how to get more profits from
short subjects. She has been handling this
work for Interstate for a number of years
and has earned an enviable spot in the
industry for the way in which she has
made short subjects bring extra business
to Interstate boxoffices. It is understood
that she will be featured shortly in Life
magazine as having viewed more pictures
than any other woman in the world
D. R. Milsten of Tulsa, Okla., state representative of Ascap, who will answer ques-

Plan

Television

Demonstration

been assigned the subject of “Popcorn
Profits” and is expected to do a lot of
proving as well as demonstrating.
C. B. Akers of Tad Screen Advertising
Service will speak on methods of bringing
more revenue to the theatre through screen
advertising space selling.
One representative from each of the
local exchanges will be given a few moments time also in which to present a list
of his company’s forthcoming releases and
present any factual data with regard to the
pictures that he may have.
Ralph Talbot of Talbot Theatres, Tulsa,
Okla., will speak on “The Return of Live
Talent to Motion Picture Houses,” and
present his experiences in flesh experiments at his Tulsa theatres.
Jack Corgan of Dallas, well-known southwestern theatre architect, has been ticketed to speak on “The Theatre of the
A Dutch Lunch has been included in the
convention program for the noon spot on
Future.”
each
of the two days. This will be amplified by a banquet at the Oklahoma Golf
and Country Club the night of June 27,
at which an extensive floor show will be
presented.

(13) To assist in all civic, state and
national welfare movements.
(14) To provide a method of raising
funds from the membership sufficient to
defray the expense of carrying out the
purposes of this association.
(15) And the doing of all other things
insofar as the same may be in the accordance with the laws of Oklahoma.
(16) Membership inserts. For the purpose of advertising on your screen to the
general public that you are affiliated with
the Allied Theatre Owners of Oklahoma,
and what your organization stands for.
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Officers and Guest —
Elected by the Southeastern Theatre Owners Ass’n convention in Jacksonville, above are: Tom Brandon, Titusville, Fla., secretary; Milton C. Moore,
Jacksonville, president; Col. Thos. E. Orr, Albertville, Ala., treasurer; Ed
Kuykendall, MPTOA president and convention guest, and O. C. Lam, Rome,
Ga., SETOA’s director on the MPTOA board.
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Paul Scott Files Monopoly
Against

of
in

Judge Atwell’s federal court a damage
suit against the Interstate Circuit, et al.
that may total a half million.
Scott is claiming $155,000 damages
which will automatically triple to $465,000 if he is victorious in the proceedings.
The Scott suit is based on the Sherman
anti-trust act and is filed against the Interstate Circuit, Texas Consolidated Theatres, Inc., a subsidiary, and against Karl
Hoblitzelle and R. J. O’Donnell, as individuals, and against Paramount for reason of partnership with Interstate.
In the petition, Scott said he enjoyed
a lucrative business at the Varsity which
diminished because of restrictions concerning his playing contracts imposed by
the defendants.

The

petition

Suit

Interstate Circuit

Dallas — Paul P. Scott, former owner
the Variety Theatre, filed Wednesday

O'Donnell

the time involved herein, been given
by the defendants Paramount Pictures
Distributing Co., Inc., and the distributor
corporations, an unfair and unreasonable
clearance, under the circumstances, over

Letters Cited

cites the two

letters sign-

ed by R. J. O'Donnell of Interstate, asking 25 cents minimum for subsequent runs
and abolition of double bills, both of which
besame public records when the government won that case.
Scott claimed these letters were written
and results from distributors were obtained tending toward monopoly in this business in restraint of trade.
Scott is asking an injunction against

Interstate and the other defendants stopping them from imposing clearance or
extending any special favors to their own
circuits which are not enjoyed by himself
or other independent exhibitors. He also
asks that his contracts on sale of the Varsity to Interstate be declared null and
void as to its restrictions as the term
“Amusements” would prevent him from
operating a bowling alley, skating rink, or
any entertainment, for five years.
Scott also asks that Interstate and the
other

defendants be enjoined from interfering with his operations in other parts
of Texas, alleging they are doing so with
the house he is contemplating operating
in the River Oaks section out of Houston.
Claims

Theatre

Sale Loss

plaintiff’s theatre, and these owned by
other independents, and against his and
their objections, with the result that when
films became available for showing in
plaintiff’s theatre, they were stale and unattractive to the public; that the word
‘clearance’ is a term well known to the
trade, and, particularly to defendants
Again quoting from the petition; “Plaintiff further prays that he have judgment
against
herein.” the defendants, and each and all
of them,
from

permanently enjoining and restraining them, their agents and attorneys,
imposing, or causing to be imposed,

upon

him as an exhibitor of motion pictures, the restrictions declared by this
court in the causes mentioned to be in violation of the Sherman anti-trust act, and
that any and all contracts, agreements or
understandings, by and between the defendants, and each of them, and said exhibitor corporations, or any of them, or

In figuring his losses at $155,000, which
would be awarded as $465,000 if the suit
is won, Scott claims he sold the Varsity to
Interstate for $55,000 when it was worth
$125,000, thus sustaining a loss of $70,000.
In the three years of alleged Interstate
restrictions he claims his loss as $35,000.

any other person, firm or corporation requiring that such restrictions be imposed upon plaintiff in his operation of
motion picture theatres in this state, be

He claims an additional loss of $50,000 because he has been out of show business for

Atwell’s

two

with

declared unlawful and null and void.”
Date for hearing of this case in Judge
court

is problematical.

years.

Quoting from the petition: “That the
theatres owned by defendants in the City

Hollywood — Herbert Fields and Albert
Teamed on "Coed"
Mannheimer will collaborate on the script

of Dallas, and vicinity, namely the Village, Arcadia and Melrose, have during

for “Dancing Coed,”
production for Metro.
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Baggs and Bromberg
Golf Tourney Tops

^X^ORD is received E. M. Loew, who had
hoped to be in Miami the first of this
month, will not come south until in July
for his early summer visit during which
he will inspect the Miami Drive-In Theatre . . . Gorden Spradley, manager of the
Biltmore, was winner of the second flight

Jacksonville — Over what golfers consider the fourth toughest course in the
country, Linton Baggs of Macon wrapped
up the low score in the first flight of the
36-hole annual southeastern film golf
tournament during the convention here

in the annual Glenn Curtiss golf tournament. His first prize was a matched set
of woods and a dozen balls. Playing in his
first tournament, Mark Chartrant was
runner-up in the fourth flight of this
same competition. Gordon thinks he has
Mark sold on tournament play now, and

of the Southeastern Theatre Owners Ass’n
with a neat 180. At that, he took it in a
playoff with A. C. Bromberg, president of
Republic Pictures of the Southeast, which

anticipates that he will enter the annual
Miami Metropolitan tournament, opening

gave Bromberg the runner-up position.
Other flight winners, the winners listed
first and followed
instance :

by the runner-up

in each

Second flight: E. J. Frywald, Hugh Manning. Third flight: Carl Floyd, J. H. Harrison. Fourth: Jimmy Campbell, Bob
Leonard. Fifth: Bob Dunn, George Harwell. Sixth: Abe Solomon, H. B. Moog.
Additional trophy
got that way:

winners,

and how

they

Col. Thos. E. Orr, low qualifier, 18 holes;
O. C. Lam, longest driver on 18th hole;
Carl Floyd, closest to pin from tee on
ninth hole, first day; A. Fiore, closest to
pin from tee on ninth hole, second day;
Kermit Stengel, winner blind bogey, 36
holes; Carl Floyd, winner blind bogey, 18
holes, first day; Kermit Stengel, winner
blind bogey, 18 holes, second day; Kermit
Stengel, winner least number of putts, 18
holes, first day. Which seems to put Stengel pretty well into the winning class.
Trophies were contributed
ing firms and individuals:

by the follow-

The Poster Exchange, Theatrical Printing Co., RKO Radio Pictures, Universal
Film Exchanges, Milton C. Moore, Lucas
& Jenkins, E. J. Sparks, Bailey Theatres,
A. C. Bromberg, R. E. Martin, R. B. Wilby,
O. C. Lam, Sam Borisky, Monogram Pictures, L. J. Duncan, Rockwood Amusements, Hotel George Washington, Col.
Thos. E. Orr, Waters Theatres and National Theatre Supply Co.
Individual

scores

were

as follows:

T. E. Orr (one day)
Jack Barrett
Kermit C. Stengel
Guy Kenimer
Linton Baggs
O. C. Lam
A. C. Bromberg
Harold Spears
B. A. Wallace
E. J. Frywald
Harold Laird
Earle Fain
E. E. Whitaker
Gus King
Hugh Manning
Fred Mathis
Carl Floyd
Hubert Lyons
Horace Wright
Jimmie Harrison
H. B. Snook
Harry Graham
Dick Kennedy
Paul Harrison (one day)
Jimmie Campbell
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Sunday,

87
188
195
187
180
193
180
192
198
187
196
189
190
193
187
........196
198
204
206
199
206
211
201
94
209

June

11.

Both

will be

strong

contenders, of course, in the annual Wometco tournament in which Spradley was
low medalist last year.

Convention

Fun —

Golfers at the SETOA convention tournament are R. M. Kennedy, district
manager for Wilby-Kincey, Birmingham; M. C. Moore, SETOA president,
Jacksonville; Bob Graham, district
manager for Alexander Film Co., and
Harry Graham, Universal district manager, Atlanta.
Walter Anderson
Sid Reams
M. A. Hensler
A. Fiore
H. B. Glover
Bob Leonard
A. R. Waters
Howard Smith
George Harwell
Bob Graham
Bob Dunn
Coley Brown
Mrs. Bob Leonard

213
213
211
233
238
210
230
209
229
251
228
248
236

When George Hoover returns from his
vacation, which he is spending right here
on the beach, following the closing of his
Sheridan, he will go to the Cinema to act
as manager there during the summer.
Charlie Whitacre, managing the Cinema
since Joe Abercrombie returned to Atlanta,
will act as Paramount relief manager this
summer. His first assignment will be the
chain’s name house on E. Flagler as Rollin K. Stonebrook leaves Sunday on a
three-week vacation jaunt to his former
home in Hampton, la., where he will check
(Continued

on next

page)

Boliver Hyde
Jack Demestre
M. C. Moore
Abe Solomon

242
281
289
262

H.

263

B. Moog

Fate sideswiped Riley P. Davis, chairman of the golf committee, on the eve of
the tournament and he spent the entire
convention and several additional days
abed with a strep throat.
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New

Motion

In Miami

Blocks Hearings

Anti-Trust

Miami — Still another motion apparently
must be cleared before actual hearings
get underway in the federal case in which
two new Miami Beach theatres, the Cameo
and Surf, charge two Miami organizations
and major distributors with violation of
the Sherman Anti-Trust and Clayton laws.
The most recent motion has been filed
by Albert Bernstein, legal counsel for

total only $40,000 as against $75,000 claimed in the original complaint in the case
of the Cameo. In the case of the Surf,
itemization is given for only $33,000 as
against $50,000 damages claimed in the
original bill, it is alleged.
Referring to the losses claimed by expense of convening theatres into buildings suitable for other business use, the
motion adds, “it affirmatively appears from
the complaint that plaintiffs are actually
operating the theatres in question.”
The Surf closed several weeks ago.

of the original complaint in which “damages in the sum of $75,000 and $50,000 are
claimed; or, in the alternative, that the

Items of $15,000 and $10,000 each for
equipment, furnishings and fixtures of the

court enter an order striking plaintiffs’
better bill of particulars, submitted in

Cameo

answer to the court’s order of May 13;
and that the court enter such other or
further order as might seem proper for
the purpose of requiring the furnishing

Surf,

respectively,

are

chal-

of them or only a portion.”
Additional claim is made that “there is
nothing in either complaint or better bill
of particulars to show that the sums paid
for this equipment would constitute a
total loss or to show that said equipment,

that a “large portion of the damages is
allocated to loss on converting theatre
properties into other business buildings

furnishings and fixtures are being abandoned.” Objection is also made to the fact
that the two sums for equipment are not
itemized.

while

there is no allegation in the complaint to show that plaintiffs have converted their theatre buildings, or will be
required to convert them into business

Referring to the two paragraphs of the
original complaint presenting claims for

buildings,” and that losses claimed on
“equipment, furnishings and fixtures” are
not itemized or specified.
discrepancy

and

lenged by the statement that “there is
nothing in the better bill of particulars
to show how or why these sums should
be lost; that the bill does not show the
cost of this equipment, furnishings and
fixtures, or whether the figures set forth
in the said bill constitute the total cost

of a proper bill of particulars.”
The motion further claims the bill of
particulars, reported in Boxoffice May 27,
did not comply with the court order of
May 13. A discrepancy in figures cited in
the bill and in the original complaint is
alleged. Issues are also made of the claim

to the alleged

Suit

figures, the motion quotes the better bill
of particulars as itemizing damages to

Wometco Theatres, and 13 other defendants, theatres locally known as affiliated
with Wometco. It petitions the district
court for an order striking out portions

Referring

but bases its statements on a theory entirely different from the theory set forth
in the complaint.
The new motion concludes by declaring

damages,

the

motion

states

that

the

re-

cently submitted plaintiffs’ bill of better
particulars does not correspond with them;

in

“plaintiffs were not prevented from entering into business . . . were not forced to
sell out their businesses or permanently
abandon said theatres; consequently the
cost of converting said theatre buildings
into other uses and the complete loss of
the purchase price of equipment, furnishings and fixtures are not proper elements

MIAMI

of damage.”
(Continued

from
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The girl behind the new smile in the
Biltmore boxoffice is Elizabeth Rosenkrantz, a junior at the University of
Miami . . . Sonny Shepherd served as campaign manager for Mitchell Wolfson in his
successful campaign for commissioner of
the city of Miami Beach . . . Tommy Manning, assistant manager at the Olympia,
and Maurine Kerns, cashier at the Parado’s” July
mount,9.have “set the date.” These two
Paramount employes will exchange “I
Contracts

have

been

your

up

to your own individual copy with appropriate and original ideas that will appeal to
particular locality and patronage.

Present Your
Screen
With a Dash of Local

Rush

During

his recent

visit to the local Max

Fleischer

Studios, Frank LeGrand, Paramount’s Long Island laboratory chief, made
arrangements for the shipping in ice of
film on which

a newly designed, air-conditioned vault,
recently constructed at the studios for this
particular purpose. Humidity, as well as
temperature, will be maintained at a uniform level. The degree of humidity specified is 65 per cent.
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the Tech-

nicolor sequences of “Gulliver’s Travels”
will be printed. Immediately upon its arrival in Miami, the film will be stored in

Joe Penner starrer for RKO,
ed by Bert Granet.

LJIumnnoinc Durlitv/

UIRLTOn

the

Announcements
Effectively
Color and Originality.

4c IDEAL

148

for

received from W ashington reveals a model white housing project is to be launched.
Some 300 new houses have been erected
in the immediate vicinity during the past
nine months.

Hollywood — “Glamour

Sservice, Price

Jinn

awarded

erection of the new $65,000 theatre building, to be located at the intersection of
NW
62 nd St. and 1th Ave., to the Consolidated Construction Co. This new theatre is being erected in the heart of a
rapidly growing section, where word just

Doing Penner
Made

page)

up on business being done by the chain of
greenhouses in which he has an interest.
He will be accompanied by his wife and
two daughters, Joyce and Ann.

the supersensitive
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Little and Craver Now
Sole Visulite Owners
Charlotte— Thomas

A. Little and

A. B.

Craver of Charlotte announce completion
of a transaction by which they become
sole owners of the Visulite, Charlotte’s
first residential neighborhood theatre,
opened early last year.
The two local men, natives of Charlotte,
bought the stock in the theatre owned by
the Hofheimer interests of Norfolk, which
operate a chain of houses in North Carolina and Virginia. Jeff Hofheimer has
been president of the Visulite company and
he will be succeeded by Little, it is announced. Craver, who had been the largest
stockholder, vice-president and general
manager, will be secretary-treasurer and
general manager.
Craver, who has been in the motion picture business about ten years, is a son of
the late R. D. Craver, who for many years
operated the Broadway, which he established, and which now belongs to the Kincey organization. The elder Craver was a
pioneer picture showhouse man.
Little is interested in theatres in Norfolk, Raleigh, Durham, Winston-Salem, Columbia, Lynchburg, Danville and Roanoke.

Host at Fair
New

York — Tom

Walker,

southern

dis-

trict sales manager of the Lieberman Flag
and Valance Co., will be stationed here for
the summer to act as guide and host to
exhibitors and theatre managers visiting
the World’s Fair.

Plan Chatsworth
Chatsworth,

Ga. — J. S. Tankersley

Charlotte — Six

jr.

Sextette

members

of the

Para-

mount exchange staff here are in Hollywood to attend the annual convention.
They are: H. E. Pickett, branch manager; Drexel Baum, advertising manager;
Scott Lett, Barney Slaughter, E. M.
Adams and Charley Freeman, salesmen.
Back
Greensboro,

on the Job

N. C. — R. Norris

Hadaway,

manager

of the National Theatre, has returned to work following an attack of
pneumonia.
Gets Groesbeck
Groesbeck,

Tex. — Mrs.

Camilla,

Camilla

Living-

Sound

Ga. — Manager

R. H. Dunn

of

the Camilla Theatre announces installation
of new sound equipment for the house.

Years of Experience Has Taught
to Serve You
Peterson

"Freezem"

Mfg.

316 Southwest Blvd.
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Fire in the projection room of the Best
Theatre here, operated by Alex Schulman,
caused damage estimated at $100. Four
hundred patrons left the house in order
. . . The Liberty Theatre must be short of
comas in their advertising department.
Here’s a sample : “When Germany Surrendered at the Liberty” . . . Talk on Filmrow among salesmen is to the effect someone is endeavoring to form a company to
take over the St. Charles Theatre from
the Saengers after the lease or closing of
the Federal Theatre project is effected,
and to operate all night at ten cents top,
featuring shorts and news reels . . . Charles
Rittner, Charles Hartman and G. Pipitone are representing the local musicians

fered.
RCA Photophone will service 67 theatres
of the Saengers, United circuit and affiliated houses . . . Col. A. L. Rule, motion
picture director, speaking at the Young
Men’s Business Club, said he believes in
horror films as far as war is concerned.
He said soldiers will be better able to protect themselves if they are thoroughly
acquainted with the horrors of war.
Pontchariam Beach opens with many free
attractions on June 18 . . . New talking
picture equipment was dedicated at City
Park, with free features and shorts, all of
which probably will hurt busmess at legitimate film houses. Films will be shown on
Sundays and Wednesdays.
A colored bathing beach is being developed on Lake Pontcharian, four miles from
Shushan Airport, with concessions including a film theatre . . . United circuit will
rebuild the Washington Theatre, destroyed
by fire some time ago.
Come again complaints on the immense
hats in vogue in New Orleans. Some time
ago theatre managers ran a slide requesting ladies to remove their toppers on being seated. But the dear ladies paid about
as much attention to it as to a rabbit.
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A type and size for every purpose .
With our tremendous buying power
save you 40% on these systems.
EXAMPLE:

Clarion Model C-418
16-18 watt system

Royal
Augusta

ston has leased the Royal Theatre and has
placed her son-in-law, K. P. Roberts, in
active management.
New

included. It gives Jackson credit for winning the Battle of New Orleans, not Lafitte, the pirate.

union at the annual convention of the
AFM at Kansas City. It is expected that
much legislation affecting the New Orleans motion picture houses will be of-

House

and H. W. Hampton, operators of a theatre at Ellijay, have purchased a site here
and plan to construct a theatre seating
350 persons.
Convention

QNE of the three original shooting scripts
Vof “Man of Conquest” was presented
to the New Orleans Public Library by
L. V. Seicshnaydre, local Republic branch
manager. Another of the originals is now
in the tower of San Jacinto, outside of
Houston, and the third will be presented
to Gov. Prentiss Cooper of Tennessee for
the state library at Nashville. The script
contains 180 pages and the cover is embossed in gold. It gives the action and
dialogue as used by the characters in the
screen version of the life of Sam Houston,
founder of Texas and friend of Andrew
Jackson. Much data concerning New Orleans and the activities of Jackson are
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Momand Supplemental
Briefs Are Filed
Oklahoma

City — Both

plaintiff

and

de-

fendants attorneys in the Momand cases
have filed supplemental briefs on the
question of assignability of causes of action under the Sherman anti-trust act
and champerty raised by a defense motion
to dismiss.

" For of Such Is the Kingdom
Dallas — The

first

group

of

Dallas

boys

who will be guests for two weeks of the
Dallas Variety Club at the R. E. Griffith
farm south of Belton, Tex. These 25
youngsters will be joined by 15 others next
week. The club will send groups of 25
and 15 on alternate weeks, each group to
stay two weeks.
Griffith has donated the camp site to
the club for permanent use as a camp for
boys with the possibility that it might
be used as a convalescent camp during the
winter months for patients of Freeman
Memorial Clinic, the club’s chief charity
project.
Citizens of Belton welcomed the camp
and Variety Club members at appropriate

QECIL E. PEPPIATT, UA branch manager out of New Orleans, together with
Floyd Murphy, salesman, were guests at the
Variety Club luncheon . . . Exhibitors seen
along the Row: Steve Stein of the Met,
Jackson, Tenn.; R. V. McGinnis, New,
Hope, Ark.; Orris Collins of Paragould;
Charles Collier of Shaw; B. F. Jackson of
Ruleville; J. R. Adams of Bruce, Miss.;
J. J. Sharum of Walnut Ridge; C. W.
Tipton, New, Manila, Monette and Carraway, Ark.; J. W. Crabtree of Clarendon;
Burris Smith of Pocahontas, Ark.; Charles
Canfield of McCrory; Clyde Westbrook,
Wesco, Cleveland; Bill Ellis, Regent and
Ellis, Cleveland; P. E. Morris of Indianola;
H. G. Brewer, Savoy at Tunica and Clarksdale, Miss.; H. L. Haynie of Collierville;
J. F. Wofford of Eupora; J. W. Wofford
of Union; C. M. Mounger of Calhoun
City; Bob Martin of Bells, and Clyde
Browning, O. K., Ecru, Ark.
Rud Lohrenz, Warner’s district manager, spent several days here with Ollie
Williamson, local branch manager, drove
up to Mayfield, Ky„ and called on Exhibitor Ned Greene . . . M. M. (Buck) Buchanan, who recently opened the Bama
in Athens, Ala., was here a couple of days.

rz

Advertise

PICTORIAL

The camp is well located. There is a
swimming hole, a lake well stocked with
fish, ample room for ball games and other
outdoor sports. There are bunk houses
and a mess building.
Pictured with the youngsters above are:
F. O. Starz, James O. Cherry, Ray Beall,
Brownie Akers, Marshall Brown (director of the camp, Herb Turpie), Karl Hilgers (assistant director), Jack Underwood,
Burt King, Elmer Zrenner and Griffith.
O’Donnell is not in the picture but his
heart was a number 1 instrument in the
movement.

Prof. W. E. Montgomery, who operates
the State at Henderson, Tenn., and principal of the high school there, paid Filmrow one of his rare visits. Professor says
he doesn’t have a chance to get away very
often, especially this time of the year,
with graduations, school plays, exams and
the like to consider.
Jack Watson, Palace at Tunica, Miss.,
was in and announced he and his aunt,
Mrs. M. B. Stegar of Tunica, had purchased the Ritz at Crenshaw, Miss., and
were now operating same . . . Nathan Flexer of the Waverly at Waverly has closed
the Savoy at Jackson, Tenn., temporarily .
Grady Cook of the Joy and Annex, Pontotoc, Miss., and his partner, .Rufus Hardy,
were in town booking . . . Joe Jones, Monogram salesman, is driving a new Oldsmobile and Winfield Snelson, Republic’s
branch manager, has a new Buick.
W. F. Sonneman, who operates theatres
in Fayetteville, Springdale and Bentonville, Ark., spent several days here booking. Sonneman, who lives in Fayetteville,
says it is much too far to drive very frequently and that after 25 years in the
show business has found that it pays him
to come and just stay until he completes
his bookings for a number of weeks and
then go home and forget about it entirely.
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Judge A. P. Murrah of U. S. federal district court here had suggested the filing
at the earliest possible date to give him
an opportunity for study of the legal citations with reference to the assignability
question in order to speed up court procedure. His decision on the motion to
dismiss is expected to be given at the next
scheduled hearing, June 16.
Momand’s brief was filed by his attorneys E. C. Stanard and C. Ray Smith. It
cited a number of cases bearing out their
contention of validity of assignment. Previously defense attorneys had challenged
the right of Momand to bring the assignments from the numerous companies into
the court in his quest for damages; despite the fact that each of the companies
allegedly damaged were owned almost in
their entirety by Momand himself.
The case of Moore et al. vs. Backus et
al., 78 Fed. Rep. 2nd 57’, 6th par. was cited,
with regards, “the right of action to recover triple damages for violation of the
Sherman Anti-Trust Act is held, under the
common law, to survive death of the inCitedjuredalso
party.” was the opinion in Hicks v.
Bekins Moving and Storage Co. et al., 9th
Circuit, Jan. 19, 1937 — “Action to recover
triple damages, for violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act is not an action to
recover penalty, and survives death of injured party and is assignable.”
The Momand attorneys brief then went
on in summary and statement to say:
“Counsel for the defense has indicated that
in support of his motion to dismiss the
petition in the Momand cases he relies
upon three propositions:
“(1) That the causes of action are not
assignable.
“(2) That the plaintiff is not a qualified assignee.
“(3) That the assignment of the causes
of action, if assignable, constituted a
champertous contract and therefore enforceable against the defendants by the
assignee thereof.
“We sincerely believe that the memorandum of authorities heretofore and herewith submitted to your Honor clearly and
without question answers the first and
third propositions.
“We find no merit in the proposition
that the plaintiff in these actions is not
a qualified assignee. The motion, of course,
admits the truth of the allegations of the
petition, among which is an allegation
that for a valuable consideration A. B.
Momand purchased the causes of action
sued on and copies of the written assignments thereof being attached to and made
a part of the complaint.
“Although as just above stated, the petition shows that there was consideration
for the assignments we take the position
that the authorities have well settled the
BOXOFFICE
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question that lack of consideration or partial consideration is no concern of the
defendants. Moreover, if the various corporations so desired, they could give causes
of action to the plaintiff and that would
be no concern of the defendants.”
The brief then quotes from 5 Corpus
Juris, 1010, stating, “We find the following
language — In an action by an assignee
against the debtor he need not aver a
consideration nor is it necessary to set out
the consideration of the assignment.
“We cannot see how, in the face of such
pleading, there can be any question as to
the right of the plaintiff to maintain the
action.”

Reminds

of Expense

The

defense brief on questions of assignability and champerty raised by the
motions to dismiss filed March 24, 1939,
was presented at the same time by Prank
Wells, D. I. Johnston and Henry Griffing
for the defendants in the Momand action.
“The questions raised by the motion to
dismiss are vital to the plaintiffs case,” it
states. “If the decision is against us, we
cannot appeal until final judgment. If the
decision is for us, plaintiff can appeal
immediately, and have the question finally
settled at an expense that is considerable
when compared with the cost of a trial
to both the parties and to the government.
“It is our thought that, under these circumstances, any reasonable doubt in the
mind of the court should be resolved in
favor of sustaining the motion.”
After quoting considerable cases from
the records in sustention of their points,
the brief then goes on:
“We would not contend that the trial
court should make a general practice of
so ruling as to permit appeals to settle
the law in advance of trial. What we do
contend is that, in a special case like this,
where the points, if valid, are an absolute bar to the action, and where the
points are, to say the least, very likely
well taken, and a trial on the merits would
cost the parties to the action and the government many thousands of dollars, the
court has the power and should so rule
as to obtain a determination of such points
before making necessary the enormous expense of collecting evidence, trying the case
and maintaining court perhaps for
months.”

Popkin Visits Dallas lor
Talk With Sack Heads
Dallas — Harry

M.

Popkin,

producer

for

Million Dollar Productions, was here for
conferences with Alfred and Lester Sack,
co-heads of Sack Amusement Enterprises,
and John Jenkins, Million Dollar home office representative.
On a tour of Sack exchanges, he next
flew to Chicago for a visit with Saul Goldman, branch manager there. Atlanta and
a visit with Howard Wallace, manager of
Sackamuse exchange, also was on Popkin’s itinerary.
The next Sack release will be “One
Dark Night.”

New
Dayton,

111 111 A

!§> Arbitration Clause
gUDDY HARRIS, the one and only, has
Earns Confidence
returned from Seguin where he investigated certain promotional

activities he is

interested in . . . Marie Harper, “Little
Dynamite,” and the personable switchboard operator at National Screen, is back
in the Bob Burns Country (Arkansas) enjoying a well-earned vacation.
Mart

Cole dropped

into town, and among

other things, signed up for “Aces Up” Nite
for four of his theatres . . . Mrs. J. O.
McClanalian, the better half of “Pinkey”
at National Screen, is taking a pleasure trip
to El Paso and Cloudcroft.

Bert King and Lou Baxley are in south
Texas on business, leaving the famous
Room 14 in complete custody of Buddy
Harris . . . Max Tritch paid a flying trip
here to National Screen where, among
other things, he spent the afternoon sealing envelopes under the careful scrutiny
of “Winnie” (the Bread Winner), efficient secretary to Paul Short.
“Windy” Daniels, showman from Seguin,
breezed onto Filmrow and off again, after
declaring his fistic intentions to certain
gentlemen who irked his artistic soul.
“Windy” always
when he visits.

Duncan

lends

color

to the

Row

Oklahoma

City — In the general

opinion

of exhibitors of the state the new arbitration formula of the trade practice code
and agreement is a definite step forward
in exhibitor-distributor relations and points
toward further understandings between the
two groups.
A

good deal of opinion has been expressed in private conversations as to how
much actual good will come from the
points covered by the code, but all forces,
if opposed on points, are unified on expressing confidence that the present agreement will lead to something more complete in the future.

Expressions of opinion also hold that the
agieement will do much toward correcting
the conception in the public mind that
the various elements within the indust
ry
cannot reach common ground. There has
been considerable comment on the actual
subject matter of the agreement, however, and most of this is critical.
Those exhibitors who claim to understand its details remark that they can see
little difference between the present
situremedy.ation and that the
code is supposed to

Hamric, another of the National

Screen clan, is “making hay while the
sun shines” and improving his suburban
estate while enjoying his vacation.
Joe Estes, National Screen’s service manager, is moving into a house, all his own,
and vows never again to live in an apartment.

We exhibitors asked for a hamburger,”
one independent man remarked. “And
they toss us a grain of birdseed.”
However, even those expressing such
opinions admit that the agreement is
a
step in the right direction and look hopefully forward to the future

Col. H. A. Cole, president of National
Allied, back in town since Monday, will
be away again for a week or more attending the Allied national convention in Minneapolis on June 13-14-15.
From good sources we learn on the Row
that M. A. Sanders has sold his Cactus
Theatre in Lubbock to Lindsay Theatres,
Die., a subsidiary of Griffith Amusement
Co. and that he has been negotiating to
sell the Tower in Monahans, the Cactus
at Alpine and Pecos. When these sales
are made Sanders ivill devote all his time
to the automobile tire business, from
which he branched out into the show business.

B. R. McLendon, whose suit against the
majors is pending in federal court, and
who was on the Row this week, has purchased the Rialto and Fox in Vivian, La.,
and is building a new theatre in Lewisville,
Ark., previously dark, which will open
July 1. These deals will make nine towns
for McLendon and 14 theatres.
Miss Mary Frances Lockhart and Colyar Phillips were united in marriage at
the bride’s home in Dallas Saturday afternoon. Immediately after the ceremony, the
young couple left for Atlanta, where Mr.
Phillips is booker in the Sack exchaiige.
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AND
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Tenn. — Tom

Pollard,

manager

of the Dayton Theatre, announces new
air-conditioning system has been installed
in his house.
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y^ARNER’S “Juarez” was moved over to
’ the Texas Theatre for an extended engagement after a brisk week’s run at the
Majestic Theatre.
Personalities: Cashier Beulah

Greene

of

the State Theatre is also known as “Miss
Blue” when she tickles the ivories for a
weekly radio studio program.
When the New Joy Theatre throws open
its doors this month it will be under the
direction of House Manager A. Greenwood.
Jerry O'Donnell, an Interstate student
manager and nephew of City Manager
William O'Donnell, has been slated as assistant manager and treasurer of the New
Broadway Theatre, opening June 30 out
in Alamo Heights, nearby suburb.

Vacationists: A. S. “Tony” Bessan,
KMAC production manager; Miss Ruth
Gallagher, Texas Theatre ticket seller,
already planning that trip to Los Angeles and the ’Frisco Exposition the latter

part of June, and Assistant Drama Critic
Alex Murphree of the San Antonio Express, back from that sojourn to the New
York World’s Fair.
A sound film in color titled “Twenty
Minutes of Auto Driving, the Wrong Kind
and Yours,” was presented at the Kiwanis
Club’s iveekly meeting in the Gunter Hotel, recently.
During Sam Woolford’s vacation, Frank
Graham held down the dramatic post for
the San Antonio Sunday Light.
The

Texas Theatre is showing two reissues this month, namely “San Francisco”
and “The Gorilla,” each playing three days.
Eddie Foy jr„ brother-in-law of Interstate City Manager Bill O’Donnell, was
seen in “Code of the Secret Service” at
the Empire Theatre last week. The NovaBaer fight pictures were on the same program.

COK1ILA. CITY

Okla. Buying Pool

TOHNNY BUCKLES is moving from 12
■* south Walter to the Paramount Bldg, at
7 North Lee, in quarters formerly occupied
. . . Maxby the Dyer Theatre Supply Co.
ine Gallagher, new cashier at the State,
for Louise Murfin, who is vais subbing
ng.
cationi

Held in Abeyance

Remodeling has been started on a building at 120 East Dewey St. in Sapulpa for
use as a theatre by the Griffith organization. It will be under the management of
Jimmy Zarteludes, also manager of the
Yale there. Gates Corgan, Dallas contractor for Griffith, is in charge, assisted
by his son, Jack Corgan.
Charles Zears, assistant secretary of the
MPTO of Oklahoma, is seriously ill at his
home in Hunter, Okla. Liver trouble . . .
L. C. Griffith is talking about his forthcoming fishing expedition into Minnesota,
while Leonard White makes plans for a
hunting trip.
And speaking of fishing trips, T. B.
Noble jr. has just returned from one quite
the worse for wear. It seems everything
contrived to happen to T. B. at once —
poison oak, sunburn and numerous other
bad breaks. But, no fish !
Harry Loewenstein has the travel folders out. Harry’s formula for a successful
trip is to point the nose of his buggy in
a general direction and let the wheels take
him where they please. However, he thinks
there is no vacation spot like Yellowstone,
if one decides to spend weeks and not just
rush through.
The problem of limited office space is
still with Morris Loewenstein, and with
another convention coming up Morris is

Oklahoma

City — Further

consideration

of the buying pool plan presented by
George W. Sumner, corresponding secretary of Allied Theatre Owners of Oklahoma, was the object of a meeting attended by 33 independent exhibitors.
The group voted to withhold formation
of the corporation until a later date, wishing to ascertain the position of national
Allied (which will convene in Minneapolis
June 13-15) on the issue and to see what
action Allied will take on the rumored
2,500 exhibitor pool.
For the present, details of the buying
pool plan are being kept secret, but generally, it calls for a separate corporation
from Oklahoma Allied and for a district
setup of eight directors to guide the organization. All details of contract negotiations would be handled by the pool.
A meeting will be held sometime after
the national Allied convention to consider
further steps.
again thinking of adding to his spacious
Bldg.
office quarters in the Majestic Theatre

1912%
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Pleasant note: Business is picking up a
little here after so-so weeks for some time.
Best spurt is in the neighborhood houses.
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A.

Runyon,

who

and play the piano; they can tell the difference between coins.
Distributors, exhibitors and others in
the trade were invited to the closing show
by the Runyons.

Miami Beach Councilman
Post to Mitch Wolfson
Miami — Final

returns

election at Miami

Beach

in the municipal

showed

Mitchell

Wolfson, the “Wo” in Wometco Theatres,
Inc., and a vice-president of MPTOA, as
the new councilman-elect of that city. He
waged an interesting campaign, revealing in his campaign speeches the fact that
he was particularly interested in becoming a councilman that he might follow in
the footsteps of his father, who was a
councilman in Key West, his native city.
A major feature of his platform was his
interest in continuing the well started
buildup of Miami Beach as an all-the-year
around, and not just a winter resort.

Alliance Reelects Miller
Secre tary -Treasurer
J.

Miller

was

re-

elected, by acclamation, secretary and
treasurer of the International Alliance of
Theatrical Stage Employes and Moving
Picture Operators sixth district in convention here Monday. Miller is veteran
operator of the Majestic Theatre in Houston and father of Eschol Miller, known
on the screen as Nan Grey.

New
Shelby,

AIR CONDITIONING

& Supplies

ALA.

Barnsdall

has operated the Runyon Theatre here
for 24 years, has retired. It was
a big occasion in Barnsdall for Mr. and
Mrs. Runyon when they presented a free
show, “Midnight,” to the old-timers who
has supported the theatre all these years.
The show started at 9 p. m. and ended at
midnight. It included the performances
of a lot of old time fiddlers and other
appropriate features.
The 700-seat house has occupied the
same location and the same building for
24 years. It is the only theatre in town.
Runyon has sold it to J. Logan.
Mr. and Mrs. Runyon left immediately after the closing of the show for
Lake of the Woods, Canada. They
purchased a big trailer for the trip. They
will spend their winters in Florida.
Runyon, who is a veteran of the Spanish-American War, had his office profusely decorated with fish and fishing tackle,
with motion picture and still cameras and
photos. Those are hobbies, but his real
hobby is dogs. He has a couple of cocker
spaniels that he himself trained to sing,

Houston — Edward

George Sumner is a busy man these days.
Besides being head of his theatre supply
firm, he is also corresponding secretary of
Allied Theatre Owners of Oklahoma as
well as vice-president and general manager of the new six-state buying pool centered here.

The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Quality Theatre

C. A. Runyons Hosls
Al Farewell Show

Shelby House

N. C.- — Contract

ed by George D.
theatre building.
of the Carolina
new building and

has been award-

Washburn for a $40,000
J. A. Reynolds, operator
Theatre, has leased the
will equip it to seat 550.
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Over-Preparation Costs
Regina and Moose Jaw

J. O. Scott Moves

Regina, Sask. — Meetings, headaches and
much planning by theatre managers here
and at Moose Jaw went for naught in
connection with the visit to Saskatchewan
of royalty when the tremendous crowds
expected from rural areas failed to show
up, and those that did come were prepared.
For instance, for weeks before the event
the mayor and others talked a great deal
of the big crowds expected and asked
citizens to join in making preparations to
receive them. Over and over it was repeated the restaurants would not be able
to handle the demands for food; the police would not be able to handle crowds;
the hotels would not be able to accommodate those who wanted sleep.
Moose Jaw
was little better off.
Merchants generally got in a dither. Regina welcomed royalty in daytime, Moose
Jaw at night.
At Regina theatre men met and decided to keep their shows going 24 hours
on the day before royalty arrived so that
those who could find no place to sleep
could rest in cushioned seats at least.
They gave church groups concessions for
selling sandwiches and coffee in the theatre lobbies. They added to staffs and
made preparations for closing down the
theatres only a short time as the crowds
would be so great on the street some place
must be found to relieve the pressure
along the parade route. On a smaller
scale Moose Jaw made similar plans.
But rains, welcome to parched crops,
fell heavily all night and prevented half
the rural crowd arriving. Those who did
come brought their own lunches and bedding. Only the Capitol Theatre remained
open beyond the regular closing hour before midnight. The sandwich stands were
left with stacks of food and no buyers.
The effect on the theatres in both
Regina and Moose Jaw was not only just
immediate but is expected to affect business for the next two months as merchants
all over the city were similarly caught,
church and charitable organizations lost
funds on ventures they planned, with the
result there will be little money or incentive to spend for some time.

Ottawa — Although His Majesty took
numerous shots with his motion picture
camera during the period the British
Monarchs were in the heart of the Canadian Rockies, the program of the Royal
Visit in Canada did not include the screening of any film for the entertainment of
the Royal couple while on Canadian soil.
They did see a number of Canadian short
subjects of informative nature while on
board ship traveling to the Dominion but
practically all subsequent time was taken
up with public appearances and traveling.
The story is being told that a representative of a film producer received instructions to have Their Majesties attend
a pre-release screening of a feature and
to get their comments regarding the production. This was, of course, entirely out
of the question and the suggestion was
not even submitted to officials in charge

Gross Dip No Damper

Toronto — A formal invitation has been
issued by J. O. Scott, chairman of the
Anti-Protection League of Canada, spon-

To Theatre Building

sored by the Independent Theatres Ass’n
of Ontario, to the major film distributors
and

Toronto —
Theatre construction continues active in Ontario in spite of a slump
in current boxoffice receipts. A new theatre, to be called the Palace, is well under
way at Galt, Ont., which will be under the
direction of Harry Goldhar of the wellknown theatre-owning family of that
name. The Palace will seat 775 persons
and is scheduled to open July 1.
Les Gregory of Hamilton has purchased
equipment for the Gregory Theatre to
open July 15 in Leamington, including
projection machines, lamps, lenses and
screen.
Demolition of old structures has commenced on the site of the Pylon Theatre,
College Street, Toronto, which is to be
managed by Ray Lewis. Preparations are
under way for the erection of a suburban
theatre in the vicinity of Bathurst Street
and Vaughan Road, Toronto, the name of
the builder
vulged.

June

of which

has

not yet been

di-

Progress is reported in the erection of
the new Regent Theatre in Sudbury by R.
T. Stevens and the new theatre in Mitchell
by H. J. Sutherland

of the tour.

of St. Mary’s,

While

the King

Ont.

and

Associated
Recording

Screen
Royal

Queen

Montreal — A

News

Tour

film

record

of the

and Queen’s visit to North America
made by Associated Screen News.

King

will be
It will

in connection with the leave-taking; Canada’s welcome to the Royal visitors at
Quebec, Montreal, Toronto and Ottawa,
and
toria.

their trip westward to Winnipeg, Regina, Calgary, Banff, Vancouver and Vic-

The

10, 1939

K

return

journey

and

the

visit to

Washington and New York will be included, as will the concluding tour in the
Maritime Provinces.

"Daughters

Courageous"

Hollywood — “Daughters Courageous” is
the final title for the Warner screen romance directed by Michael Curtiz. The
cast includes Priscilla Lane, John Garfield,
Jeffrey Lynn, Rosemary Lane, Claude
Rains and Fay Bainter. Working titles were
“All the Daughters
Affair.”

Were

Valiant”

and

the theatre chain companies to appoint representatives to confer with the

League

committee for the purpose of establishing conciliation boards in each of
the six key centers across the Dominion,
with authority to reorganize the clearance
schedules affecting every situation with a
view to reducing protection and to pass
upon and adjust the complaints of indiment. vidual exhibitors under a new basic agreeAccording to Scott, who is the proprietor of the Weston Theatre, Weston,
Ont., the first move of the League is to
eliminate what is regarded as unfair and
unbusinesslike protection by voluntary
conciliation. The suggestion is thrown
out that representation on the proposed
conciliation boards should be 50 per cent
for the independent exhibitors and 50 per
cent for the film exchanges and chains.
If this proposal is not taken up, Scott has
promised that a public issue will be made
of the problem and, ultimately, the subject would be referred to the various governments with a request for remedial legislation.
“We want the producers and the exhibitors in the United States to know that
Canadian

were in western Canada, “Wuthering
Heights” was privately screened at Rideau
Hall, Ottawa, for the benefit of the Governor-General of Canada
and
Lady
Tweedsmuir.

Family
BOXOFFICE

Boards

Conciliation

Of Key

include a visit with the Empire’s first family at Buckingham Palace on the eve of
their departure for Canada; the ceremonies

But They Did Visit
The Quintuplets

for a System

“A

independents

are

taking

defi-

nite steps to secure a change,” Scott declared. “We have seen that American exhibitors have been active and we want
them to know that the independents in
Canada also are organized.”
Scott announced that the

provisional

central

committee of the League,
pointed by the Association, had
made permanent and organization
across the Dominion is under way.
important exhibitor who had swung
line, he stated, is N. W. Mason of

apbeen
work
One
into
New

Glasgow.

N. S., a leader among the independents of Nova Scotia where the legislature had passed an act to control film
distribution and where a
cooperative
board

had been set up with the independents having 50 per cent representation.
League headquarters in Toronto have
sent out a questionnaire to independents
in which the following questions are
asked: “What runs immediately precede
you? How long do you wait after your
prior run? Do you consider this period
unfair? How far away is the prior-run
theatre from you? How long do you wait
after release in your territory? How large
is your city or town?”
mailed to independent
sections of the country.

These have been
exhibitors in all

"Dr. X" to Sherman
Hollywood — First assignment for Vincent Sherman under his directorial contract with Warner Bros, will be “The Return of Dr. X,” with the cast including
Wayne Morris, Humphrey Bogart, Lya Lys.

Quebec
With

for us to tax an amusement industry like
your own rather than make levies on the
meat and bread and butter people need

Starts Tourist Season

Theatres

Shut

Montreal — A city of over 100,000 population without a single motion picture
theatre at the commencement of the summer tourist season is the sad predicament
of Quebec. Starting Saturday, June 3,
the 11 cinemas of the Ancient Capital of
Lower Canada closed their doors in protest against a ten per cent admission tax
levied by the municipality which raised
total imposts of the theatres and amusement places to 40 per cent. The tax came
into effect May 1, and the theatres gave
it a month’s trial before deciding that it
was absolutely impossible to conduct business profitably under such a handicap.
For the past week the theatres have
been holding conferences between owners
and the city council, but to no avail. The
last lingering hope faded Thursday when
Mayor Lucien Borne and the administrative committee, at a meeting with the
theatre representatives declared that they
would neither rescind
make any concession.

the

by-law

nor

Down

out of business.”
J. Arthur Paquet, official of the Capitol Theatre, said this latest move by the
city would likely “kill” all theatrical
terprise in Quebec if it continued.

en-

in the business

they have invested
he declared.

Newspaper

in Fight

“Without the taxation to give that we
have, and the support of the city itself, the

On Quebec

Taxes

Palace had taken away considerable business from the Capitol, for instance. In
previous years we obtained concession for
special events and entertainments, but we
have been underbid by the Palace which
has taken our clientele away at rates
ridiculously low.”
The Mayor said the Montcalm Palace
was operating in a fair and legitimate way
for the development of local talent and
presenting special features for which all
had the right to enter their figures.
Mayor Borne went on — “Business and
industry throughout the city has been bad

Paris, Victoria, Canadien, Imperial, Princess, Rialto, and Francais. The Classic, a
12th theatre, was burned down this year.

for the past couple of years. You can’t expect that your industry in particular is go-

Louis St. Laurent, K. C„ distinguished
lawyer, represented the Capitol, Cartier
and Empire theatres at the conference
which lasted two hours.

“Why pick on us especially,” Mr. Paquet
wanted to know, “If all industries are bad

An example of the “seriousness” of the
new taxation — which follows one of 12 '/>
percent imposed in October last, Mr. St.

“If the present situation continues there
is danger that these people may lose all

finger of accusation was pointed especially at the city-operated Montcalm
Palace, which Mr. Paquet held as a trying
rival of local theatres.

A

the Capitol,
Cinema de

The theatres affected are
Cartier, Empire, Cambrai,

to Alphonse
live on.” Fugere, manager of the Sun
Trust Co., told the meeting that shareholders held stock in the local theatre
business amounting to $600,000. He added
that nearly all those shareholders were
Quebecers residing between Three Rivers
and this city.

ing to continue

to be a booming

one.”

locally,”

Quebec — “Quebec Faces Amusement
Dearth” is the way in which the ChronicleTelegram, the city’s only English language
daily, heads its editorial on the closing
of the theatres. The newspaper says:
“Quebec City is faced with a cessation —
temporary let us hope — of all amusements
at which admission is charged; notably the
moving
from
such

pictures and the indoor sports attractions. This is neither good business

any

point of view, nor is it good psychology in a time of strain and difficulty
as the one we are now living through.

“There
theatres

is no revenue for anyone in closed
and public halls; on the other

hand

there is a danger of encouraging lawlessness. Tire Romans, who were no mean
experts, summed up the art of popular

way not pick on all of them?”
“The idea is,” the Chief Magistrate returned, “that it would seem more sensible

government in the phrase: ‘Bread and circuses’ which may be modified in terms of
modern life as: ‘Employment and contentment.’ As we all know there is still no
employment for some and but precarious
or seasonal employment for others. In such

papers have been commenting
J^OCAL
on the grand opening as a cinema
palace 25 years ago this month of the
Family Theatre in downtown Ottawa with

tre. Incidentally , “One Night of Love” is
another production which has long remained in circulation among theatres in
Canada.

Laurent cited figures for the Capitol Theatre comparing attendance and receipts for
May of 1939 as compared to May of 1938.
He claimed attendance had dropped
from 25.848 last May to 19,002 this May,
while receipts had fallen from $9,120 to
$8,153. Taxation paid by the theatre in
May, 1938, he said, had been $1,140 and
in May, 1939, $1,581.
The city fathers pounced on that point,
alleging May as a bad month to compare
because of the opening of the baseball
season, the visit of King George and Queen
Elizabeth, and the circus which visited
Quebec during the month.
The

theatre representatives said, however, that even in spite of that fact, the

new tax would make it “impossible” to
continue operation and that the shows
would have to be closed.
Alderman Arthur Drolet said “it might
be a good idea if some of our theatres
closed. The summer season is a slow one
for that type of entertainment. The city
of Toronto, for instance, has only a few
shows kept open during the warm
months.”
Reply was

was
the

that the lobby had an electric fountain with running water and goldfish and
admissions were 10 and 15 cents at

night and 5 and 10 cents for matinees.
The Family, which was operated by the
late Harry Brouse, last of Canada’s oldtime showmen and one of the original
franchise-holders of Associated First National Pictures, has been falling into disrepair during the past four years and the
once-ornate front is now occupied by _ a
24-sheet billboard.
Ambrose

Nolan,

manager

of the

Pic

Theatre over in Aylmer, has been anxiously awaiting a blessed event. Ainbrose is
the son of P. J. “Paddy” Nolan, once fiery
mayor of Ottawa and owner of three local
theatres.

“The

Mikado” played simultaneous subsequent runs at the Avalon and Cartier
theatres, the former getting its print from
Toronto and the latter from the exchange
in Montreal. The coincidences of dates
happens
theatres.

quite

Manager

were

“Even with the last tax imposed, which
was serious enough,” Mr. St. Laurent said,
“my clients continued to operate. Advertising was kept up and the selection of
moving pictures was kept at a high standard. The new tax, however, is forcing us

frequently

Lome

Moore

at

these

has

two

booked

“ Alexander Nevsky” for the Grand Theatre, Sudbury, this being the first Russian
picture

to play the house since the engagement of “Chapayev” three years ago.

Exhibitors are commenting on the fact
that Rockland, a fairly large town in the
Ottawa district, appears to be the only
community to be missed in the current
wave of new theatres throughout eastern
Canada.
Another

to the effect that shows

kept open to retain clientele and to keep
theatre workers employed 365 days a year.

86

a five-reel drama, “The Struggle for Life,”
as the first attraction. A special point

chapter

is being

written

into

A large chain company is said to be
dickering for the new Somerset Theatre,

the records of the former Ontario government moving picture studio at Trenton,

Ottawa, which has been successfully operated for the past 18 months by H. Berlin.

Ont., which was closed down when Premier M. F. Hepburn came into power in
Ontario. The studio became a badminton
club but is now to be converted into a

“Naughty Marietta," one of the classics
of the screen, was brought back once more
to Ottawa when it played a week’s engagement on a double bill at the Elgin Thea-

vinegar works, according to a?mouncements. The Ontario government has not
made a film in several years.
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Conditions,
ment is a

the provision of cheap amusemore powerful factor in contentment than is perhaps generally real-

Urges an End

ized. To take away their ‘circuses’ from
people who have no ‘bread’ is certainly to
foment discontent in which state of mind
Satan is most likely to find mischief for
idle hands to do.

Against

“We know quite well that the city is
urgently in need of additional revenue,
just as we know that it is extremely hard to
discover any efficient source to which no
objections can be raised. Nevertheless, we
repeat what we have said before, that one
cannot get blood from a stone nor more
than a pint of milk from a pint bottle.
Sooner or later, the facts will force our
governments to realize that the limit has
been

pretty nearly reached so far as stepping up or multiplying assessments with a

view to producing increased revenue is concerned. Tire moving picture theatre proprietors say that they are willing to pay
what they can, but that their assessments
in the city of Quebec now aggregate 40
per cent of their earnings, which is far
higher than their imposts in any other
community on the continent and makes
operations without loss an impossibility.
“If this is so, it ought to be possible
to find some reasonable compromise that
will bring in a greater return to the municipality than can possibly be derived from
closed houses. The theatre proprietors are
not anxious to close because they know
that if the public once gets into the habit
of listening to the radio at home, it will
be hard to woo them back to screen entertainment again. But no business enterprise will attempt to operate at a loss
as our civic administrators who, in the
majority

are themselves

business

men,

un-

doubtedly realize.”

to Legal Bars

Games

of Chance

Daughters of Empire
Ignore ''Morality''
Toronto — Moral

standards

reflected

Toronto — Calling on the Dominion government to recognize public opinion with
respect to the criminal code covering

in

motion

pictures found no place in the considerations of delegates from all parts of
Canada to the annual convention here of
the national chapter of the Imperial Order
of the Daughters of the Empire, when the
report of the film committee came before
the meeting in the Royal York Hotel.
Approval was given recommendations
that the film producers be discouraged in
the making of pictures indicating cruelty
to animals or entailing suffering to animals and that care should be taken to
insure that at least 50 per cent of the
content of all newsreels should be British
or Canadian views.
The film convener, Mrs. H. S. Angas of
Toronto, urged disapproval of pictures
showing cruelty and unnecessary suffering to animals, especially horses, and the
convention adopted the motion “that the
industry be informed that such practices
for purposes of entertainment are contrary to human principles.”
Provincial chapters of the important organization were instructed to check the
percentage of British and Canadian news
in reels shown in their respective provinces.

gambling and games of chance, Hon. Gordon Conant, attorney-general of Ontario,
has publicly admitted that it is futile to
attempt to enforce the law prohibiting lotteries, sweepstakes and other contests involving cash prizes in the province.
The
code

Dominion

frames

the

criminal

and, generally speaking, the provincial governments enforce the criminal

laws, but

the

chief

law-enforcement

of-

ficer of Ontario says it can’t be done with
respect to gambling. He has urged the
removal of all prohibitory enactments,
thus permitting everybody to participate
in games of chance. This would have the
effect of legalizing Bank Night, admission prizes and other stunts in theatres as
well as Bingo,
stakes.
“I am

frank

club

lotteries and

sweep-

to say that the lottery laws

are practically impossible to enforce,” he
declared. “You may think this is a strong
statement but it is impractical to make
criminals out of some of our best citizens.
It is absurd to try to enforce the lottery
laws, it can’t be done. I am satisfied
that the people like to game a quarter or
larger amounts. Let us remove the sham
and restore respect for the law. Let us
have a law that expresses the composite
will of the people.”

T (0) R CD N Y CO)
QONTINUED
progress is being made in
the condition of J. J. Fitzgibbons, vicepresident and managing director of Famous Players Canadian Corp., Toronto, who
underwent a major operation at the Mayo
Hospital, Rochester, Minn.
The sudden death occurred of Jack
Campbell, until recently the proprietor of
the Royal Theatre at Parry Sound, Ont.,
when he passed away in Kentucky on his
way home from a holiday in the south
which he took after selling the house to
the Allen circuit.
Abe Rappaport, popular owner of the
Hollywood Theatre, Campbellford, came
to Toronto with the first real fishing story
of the season — but had a certified photograph to prove his claim. The fish he
caught within 100 yards of the theatre, a
muskellunge, measured 36 inches.
Charlie Dentelbeck, director of projection for Famous Players Canadian Corp.,
Toroyito, made an inspection trip through
western Ontario and checked a couple of
new installations.
Simon
Windsor,

Meretsky, wealthy exhibitor
spent practically three days

Toronto’s film colony
that his wife was much
recent operation.
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The head office of Famous Players
Canadian Corp. in the Royal Bank Building, Toronto, has a weird silence these
Saturday mornings, with the staff enjoying the day off during the summer
months.

Mrs. Sam Fardella, wife of the veteran
proprietor of the Grand Theatre, Fergus,
Ont.,

underwent an operation in a Toronto hospital after being ill for the past

eight months.
Bill Stewart,

Two

important exhibitors of the Canadian West have been visiting in Toronto
on business, these being Jack Miles of
Winnipeg, head of a subsidiary group of
the Famous Players circuit, and J. Friedman, owner of the Rialto Theatre, Edmonton, Alta.
Ray Allen, general manager of the
Allen chain in Ontario, has announced the
appointment as manager of the Waterloo
Theatre, Waterloo, Ont., of Fred Wedgwood, formerly the operator of the King
Theatre, Strathroy.
Wolfe Cohen, Canadian district manager of Warner Bros., has appointed I.
Sourkes to the sales staff of the Montreal
branch office. Sourkes was formerly with
Grand National.

expert

of 20 th

Manager A1 Sedgwick was busy during
the past week as president of the Mount
Pleasant Business Association when the
merchants

of the

district staged

a

chil-

dren’s pet parade, street dance, carnival
and Boy Scout turnout on the two days of
June 6 and 7. Mr. Sedgwick is manager
of the Belsize Theatre in northeast Toronto. Likewise, Manager Vern Hudson
of the Capitol is busy with preparations
for the community parade and sports of
the North Toronto Businessmen’s Ass’n,
June 13-14-15, while Charlie Querrie,
manager of the Palace Theatre for the
past

H. P. Braden of the Kenwood, Kenmore
and Regent Theatres, Hamilton, Ont., paid
a business visit to Toronto exchanges and
supply houses. Bruce McLeod of Strathroy and London, who recently opened a
theatre in Glencoe, also spent a busy day
in Toronto.

promotion

Century Theatres, made a trip to western Ontario and expressed himself enthusiastically over the excellent business
which is being recorded at the Centre
Theatre in London, Ont.

19 years,

is cooperating

with

the

West Danforth Business Men’s Ass’n for
July.
ain kiddy-kar
derby and outing to be held

Frank O'Byrne
Associated Screen

and Jack Chisholm of
News, scouted for loca-

( Continued

on page

92)

Years”

J^ECISION of Quebec City exhibitors to
close down as a protest against the
ten per cent tax levied by the municipality, which makes operation unprofitable,
is a matter of serious concern to Montreal’s Filmrow which felt the immediate
effect in the cancellation of films booked
for the current week. Two small motion
picture theatres in Levis, on the south
shore

of the St. Lawrence, opposite Quebec, stand likely to benefit by the closing
of the theatres in the ancient capital.
They are the Academy and the Cinema,
the former seating 200, and the latter 290
patrons.
While Quebec City’s taxation, with the
new impost, approximates 40 per cent, the
taxes on Montreal theatres amount to
about 28 per cent and are “all the traffic
can bear,’’ managers having plenty of difficulty in making a reasonable profit. So
far there has been no indication that the
City of Montreal will follow Quebec City’s
lead, but as “Concordia” is always on the
lookout for means of increasing its reve-

nue, success of the Quebec City effort
would likely inspire similar action in the
metropolis.
Decorations

for

the

Royal

visit were

tacitly understood to be kept up until
Their Majesties leave Canada, but a
windstorm the other night took no account of this and swept some flags and
bunting from the fronts of local theatres
. . . Queen Elizabeth borrowed her Royal
husband’s

cine-camera and was enthusiastically engaged filming scenes in
the Rockies during the halt at Jasper
Park, Alberta.
Harry J. Allen, Grand National’s general manager for Canada, paid a visit to
the Montreal office of which Harry Kaufman of Montreal, has been appointed
manager, in succession to I. Sourkes, who
went

to Warner -Vitagraph

as salesman.

“Paths of Learning,” an ASN short
made for Queen’s University, was shown
at the Capitol, Ottawa, in conjunction
with

the

showing

of

“Sixty

Glorious

Canadian Hesitation

services from time to time to make Canadian films which would thus possess a
double appeal.

In Films Deplored

“But for some reason or other those who
might do Canada this service are fighting
shy of the whole business. Yet I can see
no reason whatever why a Canadian film
industry should not be established which
would pay its way and pay it well. And it
seems to me to be a very great pity that
nobody is manifesting any intention of
making the experiment.

Montreal — “The failure of Canada to
take her proper place in the film world
continues to surprise impartial observers
of the Canadian scene. India makes her
own films and has very big success with
them; both Australia and South Africa
are in process of establishing a genuine
film industry; but
S. Morgan Powell,

here in Canada,” says
critic of the Montreal

Star, “we seem to have limited our efforts
to the production of scenics and of industrial pictures. That these are of a high
class is not to be denied, but they fill only
one particular need. What we want to see
is a full-length picture dealing
definitely Canadian scene, either
or modern.

just as successfully and made just as interesting as are those pictures which deal
with the purely American scene. The fact
that some years ago one attempt was
made upon a modest scale which did not
prove a financial success is surely no reason why no other effort should be made.
Motion pictures have gone a long way
since the studio at Trenton was utilized
for a picture in which the vexed relations
labor were

discussed.

Holly-

wood’s much vaunted sunlight is no longer
a dominant factor, nearly every producer
prefers to take all his scenes wherever
possible by artificial light.
“Canada can offer scenic settings which
are unique, which cannot be duplicated
in any other land. She has given a very
considerable proportion of the more successful actors and actresses now engaged
in Hollywood to the American film. It
ought to be able for us to enlist their

88

Canadian spirit that conquered the Rockies seems to be woefully lacking when
it comes

with a
historic

“We have all the requirements such as
scenery, dramatic events of the past, and
manifold modern themes, and there is no
reason why these should not be handled

of capital and

“Some day of course somebody will come
along and do it and will make a success
of it. Then there will be a rush to get in
on the ground floor on the part of those
who lack the vision and the enterprise to
start the undertaking themselves. The

to telling the story of that con-

quest on the screen.”

4,400 Copies of Scenics
On Parks in Canada
Ottawa — A report of the federal department of mines and resources for the
fiscal year ending March 31, last, shows
that

4,400 copies of scenic films of Canada’s national parks were distributed from
the capital during the 12 months for theatrical and club use, the attendance reported being 1,500,000. These were shown
in the United States, Great Britain, South
Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Hungary,
Rumania, Austria, Norway, France, India
and

other countries,
out the Dominion.

as well as through-

The

National Parks Film Library contains 87 subjects, comprising 1,637 prints,
with all subjects available in both 16 and
35mm widths. Many of these prints are
loaned to universities, schools and societies
for educational purposes. A greatly increased demand for these films is expected
because of the advertising secured by the
tour of the British Monarchs who were
accompanied to Canada’s beauty spots by
scores of writers from various countries.

...

In connection

with

its million

dollar campaign, Children’s Memorial Hospital has availed itself of the advertising
power of the films, and has had a trailer
prepared by ASN which is being shown in
Montreal theatres.
Joseph de Seve, vice-president and managing director of France Films, has returned from a visit to Paris. His arrival
ivas eagerly awaited by Quebec exhibitors
as France Film owns three theatres in
that

city and de Seve’s advice and cooperation on the matter of closing down
as a protest against the municipal tax was
required.
Arthur Laramee, K. C., chairman of the
Province of Quebec board of censors, has
been appointed to a judgeship. This will,
no doubt, mean his retirement from the
board, his position on which was regarded
as temporary. Premier Duplessis plans
creation of a board of five members,
which means that, in all probability, the
present two members, J. C. McDiarmid
and T. A. McArthur, will remain and
three others, including a chairman, will
be appointed. The chairman’s position is
worth $2,500 a year, and the other members receive $1,500. It is unlikely that
these scales of remuneration will be
changed.
Montreal office of RKO
Canada and the United

was second for
States in the

George Schaefer Drive at the time of writing and is expected to hold that position.
Television is attracting so much attention in England that plans have been laid
before the Postmaster-General to make
television programs available to all cinemas in Great Britain. Birmingham is
suggested
When

them

as the scene of the first provincial television transmitting station.

plans are completed, regional stations will diffuse programs from Alexandra Palace in London and supplement
with events of local interest.

Directors of Marcus Loew’s
have declared a dividend of $3.50
on the preference shares, payable
to shareholders of record June
payment will reduce arrears to
share.

Theatres
a share
June 30
17. This
$17.50 a

Harry Paynter, manager, and Larry
Druxerman and Herb Mathers, salesmen,
of Empire-Universal, have returned to the
Montreal office after attending the convention in Toronto. A memory which will
never fade is cherished by Paynter. When
on a visit to Charles Mavety’s “Circle M”
ranch, about 30 miles from Toronto, he
rode a broncho for three hours. As a
result he expects to walk like a cowboy
for a week or two yet.
Paramount Oshawa Theatres, Ltd., annual report shows profit equal to $1.29 a
common share for 1938, compared with
$1.57 in 1937. Dividends of $1 a share were
paid on the common in 1938, compared
with $1.50 in 1937 . . . An improved showing was made last year by Strand Hamilton Theatre, Ltd. which earned 67 cents
on the common compared with 30 cents in
the previous year. Dividends of 8 per cent
were paid on the 8 per cent preferred
stock, back dividends on which are now
paid up to Jan. 31, 1931.
RKO’s

convention
BOXOFFICE
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June 17, will be attended by M. Plottel,
manager of the Montreal office, and H.
Miller, salesman from the same office.
Kate Carney, coster-queen, musical hall
star of three generations ago, plans, at
the age of 70, to build, along with her
husband, George Barclay, a $500,000 theatre in Tower-bridge road, London, to produce music hall shows, drama, pantomime
and musical comedy and to be converted
into a cinema Sundays. “It will have a revolving stage, accommodation for 2,000
people, television apparatus, and a large
car park and will be called Tower Bridge
Empire,” Barclay said, adding, “Kate
appear in the shows, of course.”
Talking

of

the

seized

German

will
film,

Canadian Council

Ban Is Clamped on

In May Review

Orillia Theatre

Ottawa — Films reviewed by the Canadian Welfare Council here in May for
the guidance of parents and teachers, as
listed in the special bulletin for distribution among women’s organizations
throughout the Dominion, are as follows:
“The Hardys Ride High” — Another good
addition to the Hardy Family series.
Recommended for family patronage.
“East Side of Heaven ” — A
delightful
comedy with human appeal. Baby Sandy
will win your hearts. The family.

“Pour le Merite,” Premier Duplessis made
a sly dig at his federal contemporary,
Premier Mackenzie King, who is accompanying Their Majesties on their tour.
Duplessis held that the film was probably
smuggled in in an official dispatch bag
of the German consulate, and, blaming the
federal authorities, said, obviously they
could not attend to everything just now

Affair” — A romantic drama, excellently directed and acted, with charming romance and witty dialogue. The
final scenes are very stirring. The family.

“for in these days some people (meaning
Premier King) are traveling a lot.”

“ Hound of the Baskervilles” — A pretty
good adaptation of Sir Arthur Conan

When Their Majesties return to England
they ivill attend a special cinema show at
the Gaumont State Theatre, Kilburn, in
aid of the Cinematograph Trade Benevolent Fund .... Irish Republicans are
blamed for further tear gas bomb planting
in cinemas in Liverpool and London.

L. Rosenfeld, general manager of Columbia, and D. Coplan, general sales manager, were here from Toronto conferring
with William Elman, local manager
George Cockles has left the Empire, Quebec .. . L. M. Devaney, general manager
in Canada for RKO, visited the Montreal
office on one of his regular business trips
east.

The Marquis of Donegall, who passed
through Montreal with the Royal party,
whom he is accompanying as columnist for
London’s Sunday Dispatch, was a
fellow
voyager with Spencer Tracy crossing the
Atlantic, and heard from him the following story, a friend of Tracy’s was standing at the international bridge on the
Canadian border when a packet flew
from
a passing truck and hit him in the face. It
contained $5,000 evidently intended for
a
bribe for a policeman or state trooper
who, of course, could not claim it. So
Spencer’s friend kept the money.
Alexander Korda formed one of a deputation of film producers who interviewed
Sir John Simon, British Chancellor of the
Exchequer, in an endeavor to get the duty
of 4d a square foot on photographic negative material, imposed in the recent Budget, reduced. Sir John promised to consider the representations.

Fox Movietone News which is covering
the Royal visit to Washington, will send
prints by air express to every British dominion, and expects that the reels will be
showing in London theatres three days
after Their Majesties cross the CanadianAmerican border.
Montreal is to have a Yiddish Art theatre modeled on the Habimah Theatre of
Moscow, and under the direction of ChaBOXOFFICE

:: June

10, 1939

“Streets
of the
Cooper

of New York” — Very good entertainment, centering around young boys
streets. Performances by Jackie
and Martin Spellman are outstanding. The family.

“ Love

Doyle’s novel. The background creates an
eerie atmosphere. Basil Rathbone gives
an outstanding performance. Older children and adults.
“The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle”
— One of the best Astaire-Rogers. yet produced, with excellent music and dancing,
human appeal, romance and comedy. The
ending, which touches one deeply, is in
keeping with facts. The family.
“The Story of Alexander Graham Bell”
— An interesting drama revolving around
the struggles of Alexander Graham Bell
to perfect his telephone invention. The
story, however, deals with the romantic
as well as the technical angle. The family.
“Dark Victory”— A powerful but rather
heavy drama, superbly acted. It is so
gripping that it holds one tensely interested. There are colorful scenes of horse
racing. For older adolescents and adults.

Toronto —
A tense situation has developed in Orillia, Ont., over the question
of the town-owned Orillia Theatre which
has

been operated by Associated Theatres, Ltd., here and which had been leased
by the municipality to Leslie H. Vicary, a
theatre manager who is a resident of that
town. A surprise angle developed when
O. J. Silverthorne, chairman of the theatre inspection branch of the Ontario government, stepped in with an order barring the use of the structure as a theatre,
effective June 30.
A protest has been made by Mayor Pack
and members of the Orillia Council because the government ban will result in a
loss to the municipality of the yearly
rental of $4,200 under the newly signed
lease to Vicary. The argument has been
advanced that the government cannot interfere in the operation of the theatre because of an accepted precedent which has
permitted its constant use following the
adoption of revised regulations under the
theatres and cinematographs act even
though

it does not fulfill all new requirements as to fireproofing and structural
safeguards to the letter. This established
precedent was intended to relieve the
theatre operator from the necessity of
closing

down or undertaking heavy expenditure for reconstruction work because
of new requirements, it is claimed. Once
an old theatre ceased to function, however, the new provisions of the act immediately became effective. The Orillia house
has been in continuous operation.
In the meantime,

two

new

theatres

are

in prospect for Orillia, one being a prospective undertaking by L. Gregory, a
Hamilton theatre owner, and another
which is proposed by Champlain Theatres,
Ltd., for which tenders have been called.

“Broadway Serenade” — A musical comedy, lavishly produced, starring Jeanette
MacDonald and Lew Ayres. The picture
is rather too long. The family.

Orillia also has a small independent theatre seating 311 persons, the population of
the town being 8,500.

“Dodge City” — A
very good western,
photographed in Technicolor. The action,
consisting of thrilling fights, plentiful
shooting and good horseback riding, is
fast and exciting. The family.

scenes are inspiring and thrilling.
older adolescents and adults.

“The Four Feathers” — A very good military drama in Technicolor. The battle

yale Grober, one of the Habimah’s leading actresses. The project was launched
at a meeting in the home in Montreal of
Madame Donalda, once
leading primadonnas.

one

of the world’s

Filmrow has formed a baseball club,
and a score of the younger employes of
the exchanges are practicing nightly on
the YMCA grounds. J. Macklin, booker at
Regal Films, is manager. The boys expect
to play “friendlies”
the leading theatres.

against

teams

from

Regarded in local film circles as the
pleasantest social event of the season, a
reception and buffet dinner was given at
the Mount Royal Hotel marking the 25th
wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs.

For

“Sixty Glorious Years” — A
historical
biography depicting the life of Queen Victoria from the time of her marriage and
somewhat similar to its forerunner,
toria the Great.” The family.

“Vic-

Frank Warnicker. Warnicker, one of the
veterans of the show business in Montreal,
is manager of the Strand, a
United
Amusement house which he has directed
for many years. Over a hundred guests
were present, including executives of the
theatre

chain, managers and others associated with the film industry. Tributes to
Warnicker and reminiscent speeches were
delivered by Messrs. Cousins, Ganetakos
and Lester, United Amusement executives,
Tom

Dowbiggan of Paramount, and others. Mr. and Mrs. Warnicker were presented by their friends in the industry
with silver candelabra. The staff of the
Strand presented them with a silver tray.
Armand
dancing.

Meerte’s

orchestra

played

for
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Plan Earlier Convention
Date lor F-P Managers
S PRACTICALLY
Toronto — Consideration is being given
to preparations for the annual convention
of theatre managers of Famous Players
Canadian Corp., the date for which will
be advanced from the usual time at the
end of August. Last year the meeting observed the 20th anniversary jubilee when
a score of veteran employes from coast to
coast were honored for their long service,
and

the theme this year will be the “Coming of Age” celebration.
There is a possibility that the business
sessions will be conducted outside of Toronto. Some years ago, the meeting was
held at Niagara Falls, Ont. Toronto had
been favored for the convention because,
for some years, a number of features were
screened for the managers, but this practice has been practically dropped.

Increase in 1939 Earnings
Foreseen for F-P Corp.
Montreal — On basis of results to date,
and prospects for the balance of the year,
Famous Players Canadian Corp. should
show a further moderate increase in net
earnings for 1939.
Gross revenues for first quarter of this
year were down slightly from like 1938
period, but this falling off can be attributed entirely to the fact that comparison
was with a period when success of the
"Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” film
was contributing substantially to revenues.
Second quarter comparisons are more
favorable and outlook is encouraging for
at least as good a showing for full year
1939 as in 1938.
Net earnings should do relatively better, due chiefly to lower fixed charges this
year. Of the $6,700,000 bonds outstanding at the end of 1938, $350,000 of the
serial 3s mature on June 1. Due to company’s strong working capital position, it
is also possible, if not probable that the
company will retire a substantial block of
the outstanding bonds over and above the
normal sinking fund and maturity retirements.

The serial “A” issue, bearing interest of
3 per cent to 4*4 per cent is callable in

everything

in a busi-

ness line in this province, “the wheat
basket of the world,” depends on the crop
outlook, all eyes are turned heavenwards
in thankfulness for the first real rains in
seven to nine years of drought. Rains are
reported over practically the whole of the
province. While happy reports of good
crops come from everywhere, at the same
time come disquieting reports of grasshopper and cutworm damage. These pests
were never in greater numbers than now.
A huge poison battle under government
leadership has begun. But the rains have
bolstered up courage, and people are turning to entertainment offered by the motion
pictures in large numbers.
H. Lapoint, who runs the Northern Light
Theatre at Aylsham in northern Saskatchewan, is nothing if not literal about the
value of entertainment provided in his
town. He advises in a current issue of the
Tisdale Recorder that “people at a distance will enjoy a run to this lively little

and Queen are in Canada, finding that
crowds come and enjoy all they can see
of their monarchs.
Abe Fenstein, manager of the Calgary office of United Artists, was through Regina
en route home from the spring convention . . . Manager H. A. “Scotty” Bercovich of the Rex, Regina, went to Winnipeg on a buying trip . . . Moose Jaw Technical School is purchasing a new 16 mm
projector

with a total baptized membership of 1,700,000 . . . The Princess Theatre, Yorkton, has tossed out second features for extra newsreels during the period the King

whole or in part on 45 days’
3y2s are callable at 101 and
103. The series B 15 year 4y2s,
and outstanding to amount of
December 31 last, are callable

notice. The
the 4y2s at
due in 1951
$300,000 on
in whole or

in part, on 45 days’ notice at 103.
As of end of 1938 company showed current assets of $2,038,268 and current liabilities of only $562,302. Included in current assets were $1,592,652 in cash, call
loans and government bonds.
Net income for 1938 totaled $949,681
equal to $2.32 a share on the 408,524
shares no par capital stock outstanding,
which compared with 1937 net income of
$861,646,

or $2.11 a share.

body.

Business is definitely on the upgrade in
the Tisdale district of northern Saskatchewan. The Falkon Theatre at Tisdale did
such an overflow business last Saturday
night two shows had to be run instead of
the scheduled one. In a district of poor
crops and with a full weekly schedule this
was a happy surprise.
The United Grain Growers are sponsoring a series of free motion picture shows
throughout the prairies in an effort to
make

Telling the story of the Lutheran Church
inburg.”
America, a film, “The Call of the Cross,”
is currently being shown throughout Saskatchewan by the Evangelical Lutheran
Synodical conference of North America

for use of the student

the people grasshopper-fight conscious. . . J. L. Murphy of the Legion

Theatre, Gravelbourg, reports business better than previous springs for some years.
He is now running a full schedule of two
changes a week . . . Ken Walshaw, formerly of the Bank of Montreal staff at
Swift Current and Maple Creek, has resigned his position to take over and operate the theatre at White Oak, Manitoba.

Stand by Brantford Is
Defended by a Paper
Ottawa — Regarding the recent “incident” over the absence of reference to
Brantford as the birthplace of the telephone in “The Life of Alexander Graham
Bell,” which was remedied by the addition
of a foreword to the film, the Ottawa
Journal has the following to say editorially
under the heading of “Should Historical
Films Be True to History”:
“The City of Brantford, quite naturally,
is proud of its association with the invention of the telephone. It was there
that Alexander Graham Bell conceived the
idea of talking over wires and there the
first experiments were made.
“One can understand the feelings of
Brantford, therefore, when a film version

^"HE Royal Visit has been made, and
everything is getting back to normal.
The downtown theatres drew average
audiences and the suburbans somewhat
better than usual. Those midnight shows
on Sunday did not register.

Ackland, to see the Royalty as well as do
a little booking, and Alec Gough, Pioneer
and Goldbridge theatres, brought his
mother down from the Cariboo, there being, it is said, a double attraction here.
The

Comparatively few out-of-town exhibitors came into the city for the celebration.
C. H. Smith was here though his visit was
mainly to see his daughter and his son-inlaw, who was associated with him in the
management of the Star at Armstrong .
M. M. Carrol of the Rex, Salmon
was another visitor; Myron McLeod

Arm,
came

too, explaining that as the total population of Powell River had come, he might
as well close his theatre, the Patricia, and
do likewise. W. C. Hamly of the Port Alberni Theatre brought his manager, W. A.
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Vancouver office of Empire Universal won the first prize in the annual
collection contest and apparently Frank
Vaughan, the manager, is celebrating the
event by making some major alterations
to the office, so what with ripping out
partitions and building others, the dust
hangs heavy.
Howard Fletcher, the Hollyburn, West
Vancouver, is all smiles since his wife underwent an operation and is doing well.
Dick

McCartie’s Metro in New Westminster is being closed temporarily .

of the life of the inventor Bell ‘virtually
ignores’ that city, to quote the words of
an indignant resolution passed by Brantford Council.
“We have not seen this picture but if
it is true, as they say, that Brantford is
virtually ignored, we think the city is
justified in its protest. Allowance must
be made, in films as in stage presentations of historical subjects, for poetic
fancy. It is necessary, of course, to eliminate much that may be important but is
not essential to the building up of dramatic interest. Time and space must be
compressed into the confines of an hour
and a half. But even so if the film or play
purports to be historical or biographical,
there should be no misrepresentation of
known facts, no distortion of incidents
that serves to make fiction out of what is
alleged to be reality.”
BOXOFFICE
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Foreign Films Find
of the Community
FRASER
DONALD
Theatre, Plaster Rock, N. B., has been
in Montreal attending the meetings of the
stockholders of the Fraser Lumber Co.
R. R. Kertson is operating his theatre ,
the Opera House, Grand Falls, N. B., only
twice a week, Monday and Saturday, at
present hut it is expected the summer
season will demand additional playing
time.
When discussing the rebuilding of his
Gaiety Theatre, Fredericton, N. B., W. W.
O. Fenety stated the front will be increased by 30 feet and the seating capacity is expected to be 900 instead of 778.
During construction of the new theatre,
the admission prices at the Capitol Theatre have been increased in order to conform with the former theatre, recently destroyed by fire, as the bigger pictures now
are playing the Capitol so that the people
of Fredericton may still obtain the finest
motion picture entertainment.

Johnny Green, famed pianist and orchestra leader, will he in Halifax, N. S.,
June 14 upon the occasion of the Commemoration Charity Ball sponsored by the

Kinsmen

Club

N. W. Mason
land theatres.
have

A Cooler Welcome

of Halifax.
of the Academy and RoseNew Glasgow, N. S„ will

the honor

of welcoming Their Majesties, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, when they visit there June 14 as this
exhibitor is also the mayor of his town.
Recent visitors to Filmrow included C.
E. Staples of the Queen, St. Stephen, N. B.;
N. W. Mason of the Academy and Roseland, New Glasgow, N. S.: T. J. O’Rourke
of the Gaiety, Minto, N. B., and Carl Nelson of the Community, Parrsboro, N. S.
Frank

C. Owens,

chairman

of the New

Brunswick

board of censors, received congratulations on the success of his first
term as head of Saint John Council, No.
937, Knights of Columbus, when he was
recently re-elected Grand Knight.
For nearly five years the Regent Theatre, Saint John, has been consistently increasing its patronage and, with the object in view of still further providing for
the comfort of the public, the management
has improved the building by repairing
and

redecorating , inside and out, and installed new carpets and lighting fixtures.

Toronto — Following out the threat of
Chairman O. J. Silverthorne of the Ontario film censor board, the provincial
government has adopted a cool attitude toward foreign-language films and, with the
exception of French pictures, there has
been

a sudden and complete drop in productions from Europe submitted for
examination. This has been partly due
to a lull in film imports

Photo Finishes tor Races
Are Assured

To Gordon Filman

Montreal — When

by ASN
racing

returns

to

Montreal, starting at King’s Park on
Saturday, June 24, the photos of close
finishes, established at the local tracks
Toronto — One of the outstanding figures in the theatre world of Canada passed
away in the sudden death of Gordon Filman from a heart attack in his 51st year
at his residence in London, Ont.

Associated with his brother-in-law,
Thomas H. Moorehead of Brampton, Ont.,
Filman

had operated a chain of independent theatres throughout Ontario and
had been prominent as an official of the
former Allied Exhibitors of Ontario with
which he had served as secretary and vicepresident. Retaining a financial interest
in this group of theatres, the deceased retired from active management about three
years ago and devoted his attention to
politics, curling and the Masonic Order in
which he was an officer.
Tire Moorehead

and

Filman

theatres

a year

ago, will be furnished by the Associated Screen News, W. J. Morrison reveals. This company has already closed
contracts with the owners of Blue Bonnets
and Connaught Park courses and have
submitted plans to the management of
Mount
The

Royal and King’s Park.
Associated Screen News has perfected a camera for taking pictures of
close finishes at race tracks that takes
240 frames each second. This camera is
faster than that used by Blue Bonnets

and

Connaught Park a year ago, according to Associated, and will be placed in
the towers erected last year at these parks.

the conti-

be strict with propaganda features in future has also had something to do with
developments.
On

the other hand, French films are receiving wider distribution in Ontario than
ever before, these being regularly shown
in more than a dozen cities and towns in
all sections of the province.
During the fiscal year to March 31, no
less than 183 French features were imported into Ontario while short subjects,
including newsreels, totaled 150, making
353 subjects of standard width in the
French tongue, according to a report just
released.
The

Heart Attack Fatal

from

nent but the announcement from Queen’s
Park to the effect that the board would

records

show

that

43 French

films

of 16mm size were brought into the Province during the same period, these comprising 42 features and one short subject.
French pictures are being booked into
communities having a fairly large proportion of French-speaking residents and
the Ontario government is cooperating
with distributors in the marketing of these
prints. Bookings have been secured in
Ottawa, Sudbury, Sturgeon Falls, Rockland, Windsor, Curran, Timmins, Kirkland Lake, Toronto, North Bay, London,
Gogama, Kingston, Hamilton and other
centers. Three film exchanges in Toronto
have been handling the French product
along with films from the United States
and Great Britain.

Lawmakers

See

“Juarez"

Washington — A special showing of “Juarez” was held here in the Department of
Interior building for members of the senate and house of representatives.

are

located
St.

in various parts of Ontario, including Ottawa, London, Orillia, Belleville,
Thomas, Brampton, and Hamilton,

with

Moorehead maintaining personal direction of the Capitol at Brampton. Filman, who was secretary-treasurer of
Moorehead & Filman, Ltd., was born in
Amcaster, Ont., and had resided in several Canadian cities. He enlisted with the
61st Battalion at Winnipeg and served
with the Canadian Corps in France during
the Great War until he was wounded in
action.
Surviving are his wife; a brother, William, who is employed by the Patricia
Theatre in London, and two sisters, Mrs.
T. H. Moorehead of Brampton, and Mrs.
Crosthwaite of Hamilton. Filman was a
member of the Church of England.
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WITH
warm weather arriving at last,
boxoffices have slumped the past two
weeks . . . Showmen had hoped to cash in
on the thousands of visitors who poured
into Calgary to see King George VI and
Queen Elizabeth. All downtown theatres
had special previews and opened in the
morning. But there were too many outdoor attractions, so that the heavily advertised special programs failed to attract.
Calgary muffed the Royal visit and
some one responsible is going to hear
about it. King George VI stepped off the
tram in civilian clothes to face a lineup
of military.

His Majesty

plainly

ed at sight of the army, navy and air
forces on the depot platform. It was evident he was unaware Calgary was a garrison town. Public was also disappointed
at not seeing royalty in uniform. Disappointment was enhanced by a report of
the visit appearing in a local newspaper.
Evidently written in advance, King George
was said to have gone over the procession
route in an admiral’s

uniform.

Another mistake in the arrangements
occurred with the keeping of the veterans
in the background. One highlight of their
visit to many Canadian cities, was the
free
mingling of Their Majesties with the
ex-soldiers.

hesitat-
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Deaf Ear to Demand
(Continued

from

page

87)

tio?is for newsreel cameras in Windsor,
London, Hamilton and Niagara Falls in
connection with stops of the Royal Tour
on the return trip of Their Majesties before proceeding into the United States,
the sites being spotted for the camera
crews of the newsreel companies under the
pool arrangement for the tour.
Harry Alexander, proprietor of the
Lansdowne Theatre and a veteran independent, has proudly announced
rival of a grandchild, a girl.

the

ar-

B. W . Silver, president of Colonial Pictures, has been spreading optimism since
his return from New York City where he
arranged for Canadian distribution of the
36 features of the new J. N. Judell
pany for the 1939-40 season.

com-

For the first time in months, Mrs. A. C.
Tupling of the Elgin Theatre, Port Elgin,
was a visitor at Toronto film offices and
expressed the belief that the summer season would be a lively one. H. J. Sutherland of St. Mary’s, who is erecting a new
theatre at Mitchell, Ont., was also in town.
Mike

Goodman has announced the temporary closing of the Duchess Theatre,
Toronto.
The

Film Exchange
toria Street, Toronto,

throughout

How

Building at 277 Vicis being redecorated

in conjunction

with

minor

im-

Laugh's on Whom?

For Nazi Picture

Regina, Sask. — Even laughs can prove
embarrassing — Manager Otis Bowes of the
Grand at Regina found that out.
Some time ago the manager noticed
that the high and infectious laugh of a
woman member of the audience sent the
whole house into hysterics at even the

Ottawa — The Dominion government has
turned a deaf ear to the complaint of the
German Consulate that the Provincial government of Quebec has declined to return

poorest

the print of “Pour le Merite” which was
seized when it was being screened because

spotted

it had not been passed upon by the Quebec government which governs the showing of all films.
At the same time, Hon. Grote Stirling

manager decided he had a “natural” in
such a customer, called her to his office
and issued her an invitation to come to
the show any time she liked, free. Her
suspicion and puzzlement was wiped away
when he explained her laugh was good
for business.

of Kelowna, B. C., has brought to the attention of the Canadian House of Commons that a Nazi lecturer was spreading
propaganda in British
surance was given that

joke in a picture. He was delighted later when one of the staff
her. After several experiences the

Columbia. Asthe government

take steps to deal with the situation while the Province of British Columbia would take action with respect to
the film which the lecturer was using and
which had not been seen by the B. C.
censors.

So the lady came often and her laugh
rocked the house, the audience, and made
everyone jovial.
Then she became more interested in
the laugh than the picture. When she
started laughing in the sad parts of pictures and the wrong moments, Manager
Bowes sadly had to call the whole deal off.

provements to the interior of the structure. For several days the exhibitors had
no place to lean because of the fresh paint
sig?is.

Ontario Exchanges Start
Five-Day Summer Week

would

Toronto— Commencing with June, the
head offices and Ontario branches of

Practically all theatres in Toronto are
keeping up their Royal Visit decorations

Canadian film distributing companies observe the five-day week, with premises
closed on Saturdays with the exception of
one or two employes who are on duty.

until the King and Queen make their departure from Canada. Patronage is still
considerably off color.

to operate

motion

picture

theatres

profitably
Here is a new book full of HOW TO DO IT information, written by a man
who believes that the first objective of theatre management is to make money.
In this book he covers motion picture theatre management from A to Z,
giving the best results of years of experience as a guide in establishing
successful policies, building profitable business, and efficiently operating any
size theatre.

The Management of
Motion Picture Theatres
By FRANK

Get

This Great

Aid

Management ! GET

to Theatre

H. RICKETSON,

Jr.

President, Fox Inter-Mountain Theatres, Inc.

IT TODAY!!
Send check or money

375 pages, 6x9, illustrated, $3.50
order to

ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS, 4804 East Ninth Street, Kansas City, Missouri
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Eliott Subject review*
Daredevils of the Red
Circle
Republic

(Serial)

12 Chap.

Melodramatic to the core in the customary serial pattern, this tale of a convict’s calculated campaign of revenge manages to stir up more than the average
amount of suspense which augurs well
for its boxoffice future. The Daredevils
of the Red Circle are three college athletes
who, when the serial opens, are employed
at an amusement enterprise which number Thirty-nine-o-thirteen destroys. The
younger brother of one of the athletes is
killed during the havoc and the trio pledge
themselves to track down the man responsible. Charles Quigley, Herman Brix
and David Sharpe are the aerial acrobats
who ally themselves with Carole Landis,
granddaughter of the millionaire whose
life is threatened by Thirty-nine-o-thirteen. A glimpse at the opening two chapters also reveals sufficient action to satisfy
even the more exacting of the serial fans.
William Witney and John English again
teamed up on the directing.

Bola Mola Land
Universal

(Walter Lantz Cartoon)

6 Mins.

Being a fairly cute satire on travel
cruises, and this being the vacation-planning season, the material in this cartoon
should make for general amusement. The
cruise ship takes off and makes for some
strange-looking spots, properly “seasoned”
by a barker. After passing through most
of the world’s more renowned countries,
the ship arrives at its destination. When
the tourists see a hungry-looking band of
natives waiting for some fresh “tourist
meat” the ship makes a hasty departure.

Pictorial
Paramount

Inside the Capitol

(No. 10)

11 Mins.

Material for this series must be scarce
when an entire sequence of Bob Hope and
Shirley Ross singing’ “Thanks for the
Memory” from “The Big Broadcast of
1938” is introduced following a bit on Leo
Robin and Ralph Rainger who received the
Academy award for the best song of the
year. It is, however, a very enjoyable
scene, although somewhat out of place.
Highlight of this short is the footage dealing with Ted Peckham’s escort service
which supplies young men to lonely women
who want to go places. The other topic is
about Oriental craftsmanship.

Pharmacy
Universal

Brevity)

18 Mins.

There’s congenial spirit about this variety show. It’s lively, up to date and
well balanced. The Three Playboys act as
buffer for most of the gags, which are
nicely turned. The Frazee Sisters make an
attractive vocal team. Emerson’s Mountaineers provide a zippy hillbilly number,
Gilrone & Starr are a smooth ballroom
team, Richard & Carson introduce a novelty tap dance routine and Dave Monahan, xylophonist, round out the subject.

Stranger Than Fiction
Universal

(No. 3)

(No. 63)

Mechanix

Illustrated

This combines a number of the unusual items that make for amusement.
There’s a miniature roller coaster built by
a lad; a parson who prints a paper on a
wooden press; a mechanic with a hobby
for clocks; a dog that has been trained
to extinguish flames; an amateur’s process
for making etchings, and a chap with one
leg who performs most of the sports that
able-bodied persons do.

(No. 4)

10 Mins.

Whether your patronage is generally mechanical-minded or not, this reel is bound
to find appeal. It is in color and deals
with four immensely interesting subjects.
The first is that of crime detection as
practiced in the laboratories of the New
York City police department; then into a
candy factory, where all the processes that
go into the manufacture of sweets are
shown; then the various steps in the development of rubber novelties, and finally
the manufacture of pencils.

Man

Made

Columbia

9 Mins.

10 Mins.

This time it is a look inside the capitol.
It is an able pictorial supplement for
people who are interested in what’s going
on in Washington. After a look around the
capitol, the camera moves over to the
House of Representatives and Senate. It
may interest exhibitors to know that they
can get a first-hand peek of Senator
Neely, sponsor of the block booking bill,
who is seen at his desk and presiding
over a committee meeting. There are
views of other senators in informal poses.

Vitaphone

Frolics

(Mentone

Columbia

Island

(Tour)

10 Mins.

In strikingly beautiful color throughout
this one-reeler takes the audience on a
tour of the San Francisco Fair. The spectator in ten minutes is able to see more
than the average Fair visitor covers all
day. There are buildings of art, culture,
industry and scenic wonders representing
many nations. A magic of light plays on
the buildings at night and looks like an
enchanted fairyland. Should please any
audience.

Glimpses of Australia
M-G-M

(FitzPatrick Traveltalk)

9 Mins.

There are some breathtaking color views
of exquisite gardens in this “down under”
country that alone make this travel subject
worthwhile. Additionally, and perhaps for
the first time in this field of film, the
mountain grandeur of Australia, not
unlike our own, is shown. There are some
especially attractive beach shots, including a lifesavers’ exhibition, miles and miles
of beautiful municipal gardens in Sydney and Melbourne and the modern aspects
of the cities.

(No. 63)

9V2 Mins.

The mystery of astronomy gets a fairly
thorough examination in this interesting
subject. With the aid of telescopic lenses
the reel shows the moon with its giant
craters, a giant star cloud, stars, whitehot suns, comets and other objects of the
universe. Most of the footage takes place
in the Adler Planetarium in Chicago and
includes many early instruments of astronomy, some dating back to the 1600’s.
BOXOFFICE
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Tuesday,

May

30

Thursday,

Movietone News, No. 75: Salvage of Squalus
starts; Madrid parade; Soviet May
Day; British
warship visits New
York; other foreign e ents
in India, Paris, Tokyo and England; fashions; Lew
Lehr; trout fishing, and archery.
News

of

the

Day,

No.

273:

Salvage

of

Squalus

starts; Queen’s day on royal tour; Pope Pius makes
history; Bergdoil gives up; Kuhn
indicted; Trojans win track meet; world’s largest outdoor dog
show; King and Queen view race.
Paramount
News, No. 86: King and
race; Bergdoil gives up; largest land

Going Places
Universal

NE WSREELS

off; goggle fishing; world’s
show, and foreign news.
RKO
starts;

Pathe

News,

Bergdoil

Soviet May
Day;
old Japanese rite

No.

gives

largest

90:
up

Dempsey
at coast

Queen view
plane takes
outdoor

Salvage

and

Kuhn

of

dog

Squalus
indicted;

backs new
bill; agefair; delegates remold

triple entente; Pope Pius makes
history; with
their Majesties in Canada, and military show for
Norway’s

June

1

Movietone News, No. 76: Middies honor “color
girl;” pilot of- baby clipper missing; Indians welcome King and Queen; Pope in solemn ceremony;
G. A. R. veterans parade; Essex-Morris dog show;
King Leopold welcomes
royal visitor; Memorial
Day in Philadelphia; hats in the fashions; golf;
auto racing and a death, and horse racing.
News
of the Day, No. 274: Flivver flier vanishes; middies honor
“color girl;” Snite tours
France; bouncing barrier saves motorists; G. A. R.
veterans parade;
Axis
becomes
war
alliance;
Queen Mary trains Princesses; Indians hail royal
pair, and Roberts killed in auto crash.
Paramount
News, No. 87: Czechs open exhibit;
middies parade; Paderewski
sails; giant panda
steals show; heat wave hits New York; royal tour
reaches far west, and the Indianapolis race.
RKO
Pathe News, No. 91: Indians hail royal
pair; world’s most modern office building; model
prison farm; Belgium’s royal family at Fair; new
machine
uses gravity power, and Roberts killed
in
triple crash.

royalty.
Universal

Universal

Newsreel,

No.

775:

Royal

pair

view

race; rush salvage of Squalus; Britain speeds
Russian pact; French
speed plane production:
Bergdoil gives up; revive colorful papal rites;
Dempsey
backs new bill; archery, and dog show.

Newsreel,

No.

776:

Racer

dies

in

speedway crash; flivver flier vanishes; New York’s
Memorial Day
parade; Indians hail royal pair;
middies honor “color girl;” gals turn cop for a
day; magicians display new
feats; Snite seeks
cure; robot life-saving device tried, and
film
stars out for big race.
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BEACHCOMBER,

W. Clark, Palace
N. Y.

THE (Para)

Good

picture that drew a little extra business. We advertised it as a little spicy and
it is, and they liked it. Laughton very good.
Believe it will do well in any situation. Fri.,
Sat. Weather: Windy. Admission: 30-10. Rural patronage. Population: 1,000. Capacity:
345. — S. L. George, Mountain Home Theatre,
Mountain Home, Ida.

BEACHCOMBER,

THE

(Para)

Business was well over average on this
English production, and is another reason
for the public to Have greater faith in the
foreign importations. As a 'moving' picture
it was slow, but as a character study — excellent. Played Wednesday. Weather: Cool
and clear. Admission: 40-30. General patronage. Population: 3,500. Capacity: 562. —
Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

BLONDIE

MEETS

THE BOSS

SLAVES

(RKO)

An excellent picture and drew unusually
good comment. Tues., Wed. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 450. — Jack Wright,
Strand Theatre, Bastrop, Tex.

BROADWAY

SERENADE

(M-G-M)

Big, lavish and over-musical. It is a very
top-heavy vehicle for Miss MacDonald. If
it could have stuck more to story and less to
spectacle it would have been engrossing
film entertainment. Business below par. Sat.
Weather: Warm and clear. Admission: 40-30.
General patronage. Population: 3,500. Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg
Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

c
CAFE

SOCIETY

(Para)

very fast moving story with smart dialogue, but failed to do what Fred MacMurrav
is usually worth at the boxoffice. Picture
pleased those who saw it. Mon., Tues.
Weather: OK. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 2,200. Capacity: 200. —
A. L. Royal, Royal Theatre, Lumberton, Miss.

CHAN

IN HONOLULU

AND

THE LADY

(UA)

While very weak for Gary, satisfied everyone who went in. Better give Gary some
better stories before he's gone. Thurs., Fri.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. General
patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 450.
■— Jack Wright, Strand Theatre, Bastrop, Tex.

D
DAWN

PATROL

(WB)

Too many actors speaking with English
accent spoiled this, picture. Sun., Mon.
Weather: Cold. Admission: 30-10. Rural patronage. Population: 900. Capacity: 228. —

96

AND

LOOSE

(UA)

(M-G-M)

Good picture that the few liked, but we
took a loss on it as they were apparently
waiting for "Jesse James." Had a Gang comedy and the two-reel colored Popeye cartoon with it, but they turned it all down cold.
Fri., Sat. Weather: Good. Admission: 30-10.
Rural patronage. Population: 1,000. Capacity: 345. — S. L. George, Mountain Home
Theatre, Mountain Home, Ida.

AND

LOOSE

(M-G-M)

Another one that they compared to "The
Thin Man" and I should have known better.
It's .just another program picture. Sun., Mon.,
Tues. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 650. Capacity:
230. — W. O. Woody, Stockton Theatre, Stockton, Mo.

FAST

AND

LOOSE

(M-G-M)

Fair program picture. Don't promise too
much. Thurs., Fri. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-15-10. Small town patronage. Population: 2,500. Capacity: 350. — H. S. Johnson, Pal Theatre, Millen, Ga.

FLYING

IRISHMAN

(RKO)

Rather tedious entertainment but interesting as a biography. Somehow or another
the public doesn't react to pictures anymore
that capitalize on the highly publicized
names. They want entertainment along with
their famous names and faces,. Business
rolled around on the bottom with this film.
Thurs. Weather: Rain, warm. Admission:
40-30. Population: 3,500. Capacity: 562. —
Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Pa.

GIRLS

IN WHITE

(M-G-M)

Good little picture that did slightly better
than average. Small profit. One or two
lurid scenes that could better have been left
out, but nevertheless, was well liked and they
said so. Appealed to the women. Fri., Sat.
Weather: Windy. Admission: 30-10. Small
town patronage. Population: 1,000. Capacity: 345. — S. L. George, Mountain Home
Theatre, Mountain Home, Ida.

(20th-Fox)

I thought we were through with this lousy
series when Warner Oland died and here they
are with a new Chan. Jimmie Fidler had
a lot of nerve to give this one five bells as
I think it just about deserves the faint echo
of a small half bell. Mon., Tues. Weather:
Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage.
Population: 2,200. Capacity: 200. — A. L.
Royal, Royal Theatre, Lumberton, Miss.

COWBOY

POINT

F
FAST

FOUR

A

CHARLIE

OF WEST

Fort Covington,

Good college story, no known stars. Hayward extra good. Like most United Artists
pictures no business. Thurs., Fri. Weather:
Fair. Admission: 25-15-1 0. Small town patronage. Population: 2,400. Capacity: 300. —
H. S. Johnson, Pal Theatre, Millen, Ga.

FAST

(Col)

Series has darn good chance. But exhibitors are not pushing it. One hundred per
cent entertainment for everybody. Great
stuff. Full week. Weather: Good. Admission: 40-25-20. First run patronage. Population: 92,000. Capacity: 1,200. — B. H. Pfotenhauer, State Theatre, Oklahoma City, Okla.

BOY

DUKE

Theatre,

GUNGA

DIN (RKO)

G

An exceptional production which attracts
all classes. For the children it is a natural.
The men will come in droves. We are giving it an extended run for we believe that
the production justifies it. Weather: Windy
and cool. Admission: 25-15-10. General patronage. Population: 9,000. Capacity: 350.- —
Harry M. Palmer, Temple Court Theatre,
Washington, Ind.

GUNGA

DIN (RKO)

It has, everything that your action fans desire and it deserves plenty of advance advertising. Will bring them out of their seats
in excitement. Thurs., Fri. Admission: 25-10.
General patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 450.— Jack Wright, Strand Theatre,
Bastrop, Tex.

H
HOUND

OF THE BASKERVILLES

Pretty good

detective

(20th-Fox)

story which

pleased

average business. Not a big picture. Sun.
Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10. Neighborhood patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 265. — E. M. Freiburger, Paramount
Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

HOUND

OF

THE

BASKERVILLES

(20th-Fox)

Just fair. One of those dark gloomy pictures, that is hard to watch and with English
accent as thick as the fog. Business average and little comment. Seemed to be glad
when it was over. Fri., Sat. Weather: Good.
Admission: 30-10. Rural patronage. Population: 1,000. Capacity: 345. — S. L. George,
Ida.
Mountain Home Theatre, Mountain Home,

I
ICE FOLLIES

OF

1939 (M-G-M)

A pretty good picture, somewhat disjointed. I agree with Miss Crawford. I think that
in her next skating picture she had better
skate. Played Sunday. Weather: Cool. Admission: 25-10. Miners and rural patronage.
Population: 5,306. Capacity: 546 and 564. —
Don Ballard, Lyric and Sherman theatres,
Sullivan, Ind.

I
JESSE JAMES

(20th-Fox)

Very good. Our little Ty had a hard time
looking tough. Always reminds us of a high
school kid. But they came on it. All kinds
of them from, all kinds of places. People that
had never seen a picture show before. Regular old Missouri holiday. And they liked
every foot of the
time house record,
White." Thought
better in the top
Tues. Weather:
Rural patronage.
city: 345. — S. L.
Theatre, Mountain

JUST AROUND

picture. It broke our allrunning ahead of "Snow
Fonda would have been
spot. Played Sun., Mon.,
Good. Admission: 30-10.
Population: 1,000. CapaGeorge, Mountain Home
Home, Ida.

THE

CORNER

(20th-Fox)

The poorest Temple picture ever made.
Rural and small town patronage. Population: 650. — Harold C. Allison, White Cloud
Theatre, White Cloud, Mich.

LOVE

AFFAIR

(RKO)

L

A groat title for a swell picture. Just give
us a few more like this and the public will
s6‘dn be storming the boxoffices again. RKO
demonstrates with this that good pictures can
still be made in Hollywood. Business, above
normal. Played Mon., Tues. Weather: Clear
and warm. Admission: 40-30. General patronage. Population: 3,500. Capacity: 562. —
Tom McCaskey,
Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

LOVE

FINDS

ANDY

HARDY

(M-G-M)

Played
this instead
of "Great
Waltz."Wed.,
Did
real
business,
everybody
satisfied.
Thurs. Weather: Rain. Admission: 35-15
General patronage. Population: 600. Capacity: 286. — H. H. Homer, Rialto Theatre, Cheyenne Wells, Colo.

M
MEN

WITH

WINGS

(Para)

Technicolor, played this one 50-50. Fri.,
Sat., Sun. Admission: 25-15-10. Small town
patronage. Population: 1,400. Capacity: 300.
:— Lester Meyer, Strand Theatre, Chillicothe,
Tex.

MEXICALI

ROSE

(Rep)

A natural for us on a weekend. Played it
to SRO business on a single bill. Fri., Sat.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 30-15. General
patronage. Population: 1,800. Capacity: 500.
— Harland Rankin, Plaza Theatre, Tilbury,
Ont.
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MIDNIGHT

ROOM

(Para)

SERVICE

(RKO)

STORY

Claudette Colbert starts on the path to redeem herself for the terrible "Zaza" in this
one and gives you a very good picture with

Not half as bad as I expected from the reports I had seen. It is crazy and silly, but
what would you expect from the Marx Bros.?

a very good drawing power. It's, good. Mon.,
Tues. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 2,200. Capacity:
200. — A. L. Royal, Royal Theatre, Lumberton,
Miss.

If your ofpatrons
like Sat.,
the Sun.
Marx Weather:
Bros., don't
be
afraid
this one.
Good.
Wahoo

MIDNIGHT

ROOM

(Para)

This picture might have been a standout
two years ago when screwball comedies
were popular, but now it's only fair entertainment and not half as funny as you might
hope for. John Barrymore gets the only real
laughs. Suppose every studio must have its
try at making another "It Happened One
Night," but so far none of them have succeeded. Ho-hum, what copy-cats we have
in this business. Less than average at boxoffice. Admission: 40-10. Cosmopolitan patronage. Population: 600. Capacity: 275. —
E. A. Stein, Out-Wickenburg-Way Theatre,
Wickenburg, Ariz.

MY

SON

IS A CRIMINAL

exciting drama with an exciting climax. Patronage good. Fri., Sat. Weather:
Good. Admission: 15-10. Small town patronage. Population: 23,000. Capacity: 778.
— George E. Ellis, American Theatre, E. Liverpool, Ohio.

N
HOME

o

(RKO)

Bros. I have

ever

seen.

Too

inane for even a good laugh. Average business. Fri., Sat., Sun. Admission: 25-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 200. Capacity: 300. — Mrs. Carl Beard, State Theatre,
Lewellen, Neb.

s
SHINING

HOUR.

THE

(M-G-M)

Just a drama which failed to draw in a
small town. Sun. Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 265. — E. M. Freiburger,
Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

SHINING

HOUR.

THE

(M-G-M)

Business below normal. Picture good. I
am afraid Crawford is through in my town.
Res,tu.,- "sh
of cast good! Run late, Metro won't
give me early dates. Fri., Sat., Sun. Weather: Fine. Admission: 25-15-10. Small town
patronage. Population: 1,600. Capacity: 300.
— Lester Meyer, Strand Theatre, Chillicothe,
Tex.

SMASHING

KID (WB)

THE

SPY

RING

(Col)

Fair action show dealing with spy and
secret investigators. No doubt this would
please action fans, but we do not have very
many patrons interested in such. Thurs.
Weather: Rain. Admission: 30 cents top.
Neighborhood patronage. Population: 2,000,000. Capacity: 800. — Frank Glenn, Renel
Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

SOME

KID (WB)

Typical western stuff without too much
thought or care behind it. Cagney is hard to
take as a cowboy, but somehow he makes the
role convincing — despite the Brooklyn accent. Business well under average. Weather:
Rain and cold. Admission: 40-30. General
patronage. Population: 3,500. Capacity:
562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre,
Williamsburg, Va.

OKLAHOMA

Marx

(Univ)

For us another picture selected because it
was the best of the crop available. But unfortunately did not hold true for our patrons.
Seems, as though it was not the best available as far as they were concerned. Tues.,
Wed. Weather: Fair. Admission: 30 cents
top. Neighborhood patronage. Population:
2,000,000. Capacity: 800. — Frank Glenn, Renel
Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

OKLAHOMA

SERVICE

Worst

(Col)

Good

NEWSBOYS'

Rural patronage. Admission: 20-15-10. Population: 750. Capacity: 200. — L. B. Rockett,
Theatre, Dubach, La

LIKE IT HOT

STAND

Miners and rural patronage. Population: 5,306. Capacity: 546 and 564. — Don
Ballard, Lyric and Sherman theatres, Sullivan, Ind.

OUT

WEST

WITH

THE HARDYS

(M-G-M)

Extra good. Step on it. Weather: Cool.
Small town patronage. Population: 2,500.
Capacity: 350. — H. S. Johnson, Pal Theatre,
Millen, Ga.

R
REBECCA OF
(20th-Fox)

SUNNYBROOK

FARM

A good picture but no special pulling
power. Shirley Temple has been slipping
here. Wed., Thurs. Weather: Fair. Admission: 35-15. General patronage. Population:
600. Capacity: 286. — H. H. Homer, Rialto
Theatre, Cheyenne Wells, Colo.
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BELL

(20th-Fox)

A great picture of an epic nature. It is
carefully produced, has a terrific boxoffice
appeal, and tells an absorbing story about
Bell and his telephone. My one criticism is
that the love scenes need an injection of
red blood. They are too Will Hayish to be
convincing. Business on this was on par.
Sat. Weather: Good. Admission: 40-10.
General patronage. Population: 3,500. Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg
Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

STREETS

OF NEW

YORK

(Mono)

Played with stage attraction. Women like
this boy Cooper.. Not as much action as his
other gangster pictures. Whole town business lousy. Five days. Weather: Warm.
Admission: 40-25-20. First run patronage.
Population: 92,000. — B. H. Pfotenhauer, State
Theatre, Oklahoma City, Okla.

w
WILD

BILL HICKOK

I want
reasons.
and stars
star— fast

(Col), serial

to comment on this serial for two
One because it is above average
a man who is an ideal western
on the draw and greatly feared

by
his Next
adversaries.
what
western fans
like.
I take off That's,
my hat
to Columbia
for
eliminating about five minutes of each chapter usually taken up giving the life history
of each character and with about three
times

as much over-lap as necessary. Columbia summarizes the end of the preceding
chapter with an off-screen voice. Small
town patronage. Population: 450. Capacity:
240. — J. Foster Bailey, New Theatre, Coffeyville, Miss.

WITHIN

THE

LAW

(M-G-M)

Pretty good drama which failed to draw.
Sun. Weather: Good. Small town patronage. Population: 2,300. Capacity: 265. — E. M. Freiburger, Paramount Theatre, Dewey,
Okla.

there isn't a jitter in it for the "kats." No
titters either! Just listless filler material.
Only the nothing-else-to-do trade come.
Thurs. Weather: Cool, clear. Admission: 4030. General patronage. Population: 3,500.
Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Pa.

OKLAHOMA

25-10.

GRAHAM

(Para)

A good picture. Business below average.
Sun., Mon. Weather: Warm. Admission:
25-10. Neighborhood patronage. Population:
235,000. Capacity: 496. — Jesse L. Lansman,
Hill Top Theatre, Louisville, Ky.

KID (WB)

ALEXANDER

If this doesn't wash Bob Hope off the screen
completely then he is unmovable. It won't
help Gene Krupa's personal appearances
either. This is an old plot badly revived, and

Extra good western action with a good
ending. Satisfied all and only needs a little
extra boost. Cagney at his best. Thurs.,
Fri. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 450. — Jack Wright, Strand Theatre, Bastrop, Tex.

I think this is Cagney's best. My patrons
liked it and showed their approval at the
boxoffice. A natural if your folks like action. Sun. Weather: Cool. Admission:

OF

STABLEMATES

(M-G-M)

UP AND

FIGHT

UP AND

FIGHT

(M-G-M)

Even with such star appeal we could not
find many customers. When they do not
like the story, stars alone are not enough to
attract attention. Fri. Weather: Fair. Admission: 30 cents top. Neighborhood patronage. Population: 2,000,000. Capacity: 800. —
Frank Glenn, Renel Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.

STORM
I see

OVER
some

BENGAL

The Most Comfortable
The Most Convenient

(M-G-M)

Not a ladies' picture, and they hold the
men away. The picture did fairly well in
spite of this but not as well as I had expected. Pleased about 90 per cent. Played
Tues., Wed. Small town patronage. Population: 450. Capacity: 240. — J. Foster Bailey,
New Theatre, Coffeyville, Miss.

STAND

Halifax
The Best Address in Hollywood . . .
Ideally located in every respect . . .
near
ters .

business and shopping
. . just two minutes

Hollywood's new radio city ... an
easy distance to the beaches and
every motion picture studio in town.
Hotel or housekeeping rooms . . .
Twenty-four hour telephone
. . Maid service.

service

Daily Rate From $2.50
Monthly Rates From $45

(Rep)

exhibitors compared

this with

the "Bengal Lancers" in their advertising.
A mistake if ever there was one. Just average. Rural and small town patronage. Population: 650. — Harold C. Allison, White Cloud
Theatre, White Cloud, Mich.
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Patriotism Plugs for
"Nazi Spy" Drive
Pasadena, Cal. — Stan Meyer of the United Artists Theatre took full advantage
of the promotional angles in “Confessions
of a Nazi Spy” to put over a sock campaign that registered favorably at the
boxoffice.
Lapel

flags

were

distributed

in

the

schools by the local Parent-Teacher Ass’n
heads. The copy on the card invited people to “proudly wear and display the
Red, White and Blue.” It stressed the
need "to demonstrate the faith in our good
government” and urged people to acquaint
themselves with the facts and learn the
truth by seeing the picture.
Members of the American Legion received postal cards with strong copy in a
similar vein with the catchline “It is our
American duty to show it ... It is your
American privilege to see it.”
Large white silk badges with a black and
red color combination in which the swastika stood out strongly was worn by theatre staff well in advance of the opening.
American Legion merchants cooperated by

" Danger
, Men at Work " —
This was the punch line of this

vivid lobby display which ivas used by
Manager Stan Meyer of the United Artists Theatre at Pasadena. A board
fence with the title painted on it and red lanterns used on construction work
were placed on the fence. A black back-drop had a portrait of Hitler with
lines connected from the face to a large map of the United States with spies
peeking out furtively. Two large swastikas on either side completed the
display. On the lower part of the map, the punch line ivas inscribed.

Beauty Contest Tie
By Indiana Trade
Indianapolis — Indiana

theatres

are tying

up with the “Miss Indiana” beauty contest
held in connection with the Dunes Water
Sports Carnival in August at Michigan
City, a resort town.
Elimination contests will be held in about
35 towns from theatre stages, with theatres receiving considerable publicity in
newspapers and through merchant tieups.
Participating exhibitors, to a man, are
enthusiastic about the whole thing, feeling

Toward

passing out the lapel flags.
Meyer spotted the trailer in the

the end pertaining to “Confessions of a
Nazi Spy.” A tabloid sheet graphically portraying highlights of the picture was distributed in which the other two Fox West
Coast theatres cooperated. A vivid lobby

Saving Seats

Oklahoma City — K. Lee Williams Theatres, Inc., has an unusual way of cutting
down damages to seats and equipment by
youngsters at special kid matinees. It is
nothing

more than publicity in newspapers of the towns in which the Williams circuit has its houses.

Stories announcing free shows for the
youngsters are spotted with headlines and
lead paragraphs devoted to details of the
free Saturday morning shows. The “angle”
comes in following paragraphs, of which
samples follow:

sure the promotion will help drooping summer grosses.
A new feature in connection with the

“Fine new seats have been installed in
the Arrow Theatre and Mr. Williams

contest this year, is that “Miss Indiana”
will be given a chance to compete in a
national contest for a try at Hollywood.
Maurice Rubin, president of the ATOI,
is lining up theatres and newspapers for
the contest.

care of them — to help keep the theatre
clean and wholesome for all who attend

Among those signed thus far: Paramount
Theatre, Anderson; Paramount, Fort
Wayne; Lyric, Winchester; Castle, New
Castle; Indiana, Bedford; Princess, Bloomington; Palace, Gary; Sherman, Sullivan;
Indiana, Washington; Ritz, Shelby ville;
Hines, Portland; Centennial, Warsaw;
Forsythe, E. Chicago; Elco, Elkhart; Jefferson, Goshen; Roxy, LaPorte; Capitol,
Whiting; Fountain Square, Indianapolis;
Indiana, Salem; Grand, New Albany; Majestic, Seymour; Rivoli, Muncie.

98

wants

the boys and

girls to help him

take

— to refrain from cutting or marking on
the seats and walls of the houses or otherwise damaging the theatre. For those who
do cooperate with him, he is going to
have

many

more

but for those who
going to miss out
they’ll be sorry for.

treats in the

future —

do not — well, they’re
on some things that

“The theatre is the place for spontaneous laughter and enjoyment, but not for
unnecessary noise, loud talking, or other
rude actions that might spoil the pleasure
of some other patron.
“Mr. Williams
girls of Broken

news

and also ran a M-G-M
short, “While
America Sleeps,” with a tag attached at

believes that the boys and
Bow and community are

display

excited

comment.

considerable

Board of Education

Plugs

" Goodbye , Mr, Chips”
Hollywood — To

be read in English

and

“social living” classes throughout the city
system from the sixth grade upward, a
booklet analyzing and commenting upon
Metro’s

"Goodbye Mr. Chips” has been
prepared by the Los Angeles board of
education. The bulletin discusses both the
James Hilton novel and the screen version
thereof.

going to show that they appreciate his
efforts to give him fine entertainment by
cooperating with him in every way — and
when they do, he is going to reward them
for it.
“Parents can be a big help to the theatre— and at the same time to their children— by encouraging them to conduct
themselves in the right way when they
attend the show. Mr. Williams said he
would be grateful for the cooperation of
all parents in instructing their children
along
and

these lines, so that they may continue to give the youngsters more treats
keep

the

show

house

BOXOFFICE
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JfeLLlnj l?eat5
Indianapolis Radio
Program Begins
Indianapolis — The radio program which
has been the talk of local exhibitors for
some weeks is now a reality. The program, known as the “Hollywood Reporter,”
is sponsored by 17 neighborhood theatres,
members of the Associated Theatre Owners of Indiana.

Columbus, Ohio — A “Milkman’s Matinee” at 3 a. m. attracted 400 milkmen at
the RKO Palace for the showing of “East
Side of Heaven.” Featured in the film was
“Baby Sandy” Henville, 11-month-old
baby of a Los Angeles Borden milkman. Attending were milkmen from both
Moores and Ross and Hamilton, local Borden companies.
In addition to attracting attention of

Heads of the milk companies instructed
milkmen to talk up the picture to their
customers. They were only too happy to
do so after seeing the film, according to
the management.

The first broadcast was last Saturday
over Station WIBC
and is to run 13
weeks, daily at 5:15 p. m. and on Sunday
at 12:30 p. m. for 15 minutes.
It will feature news from Hollywood,
several selections of music from current
releases and a daily preview of a coming
release, as well as the programs on the
screens of each local theatre participating.
Scheduled for heavy plugging will be air
conditioning and catchlines designed to
increase theatre attendance.
The program will be further plugged
with a trailer on the screen of each theatre

The novelty of the matinee also was
played up in advance news stories. Milk

as well as considerable
ed advertising.

companies

had

two uniformed

men

in the-

thousands of passing motorists and pedestrians, several pictures were made for local

atre’s lobby standing by Crosby-“Sandy”
milk set-piece week in advance of film.
Trucks bannered with following copy:

newspaper breaks. Milk companies bannered trucks with theatre copy and put

“Healthy babies,
Side of Heaven’

hangers on milk bottles which
000 people.

PALACE, drink VITAMIN-D MILK!”
Bottle hangers used same copy.

reached

120,-

Effective Ice Stunt

Endorse

like ‘Sandy’ in ‘East
NOW
AT THE
RKO

“Dixie"

Reel

New York — March of Time has secured the endorsement of 11 southern governors for “Dixie — U. S. A.”

Lincoln — A very
trick, brainstormed
the Stuart, hereby is
business.
Lofgren placed 25
tickets in a tank of

lineage on all print-

Slow Street Paving

Job

Utilized for "Wings"

Madison — Taking advantage of a street
paving job and capitalizing on public
indignation against the slowness of the
project, the management of the Orpheum
here plugged “Only Angels Have Wings”
by securing an airplane and planting it in
the center of the street which is being
repaved. Thousands ogled the plane in
its odd location.

fancy crowd-pulling
by M. E. Lofgren of
passed on to the show
parafined pasteboard
water, had it frozen

into a 100-pound cake of ice, then placed
it in front of the theatre in the hot sun
to melt. Admission was by whole ticket
only.
Only bad feature of it is that he’s kicking himself for not having thought of it in
time to hook it on the natural “Ice Follies
of 1939.” It works for any opening, however.

A Photo Contest
Kansas City — During the run of “Only
Angels Have Wings” the Loew’s Midland
conducted an amateur photographers’ contest. Prizes were awarded for the finest
photo, the funniest and the most unusual.
Manager John McManus reported that
prizes ranged from ten to two dollars.
Also pairs of tickets were awarded.

Capsules

for “Kildare"

Wilmington, Del. — Loew’s here distributed 1,000 “prescription” capsules for
“Calling Dr. Kildare.”
BOXOFFICE

:: June

"Man
of Conguest" Tieup —
The Fifth Avenue showrooms of Singer

Sewing

Machines

were

turned

over

to the exploitation of “Man of Conquest” with a tiein on playdates at the
Fox Brooklyn and Loew’s Metropolitan, Brooklyn. Display includes original
costumes worn by Gail Patrick and Joan Fontaine.
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"MR. CHIPS" AND "ROSE" PDLL 200% EACH
AVERAGE

BOSTON

Fenway — The Gorilla (20th-Fox); Back Door
to Heaven
(Para)
Memorial — Rose of Washington Square (20thFox) ; Fisherman’s Wharf
(RKO)
Metropolitan — Juarez (WB);
Women
in the
Wind
(Para)
Orpheum — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M) ;
Blind Alley (Col)
Paramount — Same as Fenway
State — Same
as Orpheum

55
120
105
55
90

State-Lake — Mr. Moto on Danger Island (20thFox), plus stage show
United Artists — It’s a Wonderful World
(M-G-M)

75

100
80

Palace — It’s a
held

(M-G-M),

Wonderful

Mr.

Chips — Los An-

geles (2nd wk.)

Goodbye,

Mr.

200

Chips — New

(2nd wk.)

also

stage

World

200

Square —
York

150

Juarez — Cleveland
Only

Angels

Captain

Roxy — The Gorilla
Strand —Kid
From
plus stage show

150

Have

100
80

Fury — New

150

Orleans

130

It’s a Wonderful

World

Omaha

180

EXTENDED

120
120
120
120

Union Pacific,
New
York City.
Only Angels
Angeles.
Confessions
land, Ore.

5th

YORK

CITY

(20th-Fox), plus stage show
Kokomo
(FN), 2nd wk.,

90
50

OKLAHOMA

(dual) —

Story (20th-Fox),
Liberty — They Made

130

wk.,

Denver;

York

3rd

wk.,

wk.,

Los

(UA)
(UA) ; Inside

4 days
Her a Spy

100
80

(RKO);

Fixer

Dugan (RKO), 3 days
80
Midwest — The Lady’s From Kentucky (Para) . . 90
Plaza — Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M),
moveover from Midwest
105
State — Moonlight Sonata (SR), 5 days
60
Tower — Rose of Washington
Square (20thFox), moveover from Criterion
100

RUNS
New

CITY

Criterion — Wuthering
Heights
Liberty — Prison Without Bars

80

OMAHA
Have

of a

Wings,

Nazi

Spy,

4th

3rd

wk.,

Port-

Brandels — Only

Angels

Rookie Cop
Omaha — It’s a

(RKO)
Wonderful

Have

Wings

(Col);
110

World

Society Lawyer
(M-G-M)
Orpheum — East Side of Heaven
of Culver (Univ)

(M-G-M),

(M-G-M);

(Univ);

Spirit

130
120

120

PHILADELPHIA

CLEVELAND
Allen — Rose of Washington Square (20thFox), 2nd wk
Hippodrome — Juarez (WB)
Palace — Man
of Conquest (Rep). Stage:
Gene Krupa, Eddie Rio and Bros., Hudson
Wonders, Tommy
Trent
State — Lucky Night (M-G-M)
Stillman — The
Hardys
Ride High
(M-G-M),
2nd wk

Outside These Walls (Col)
Newman — Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
100
150

100
70
100

DALLAS
Capitol — Society Smugglers (Univ), 1st half. . . 85
Capitol — Arizona Legion (RKO),
2nd half.... 80
Majestic — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN)
110
Melba— -Winner Take All (20th-Fox)
90
Palace — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox)
90
Tower — Union Pacific (Para), return engagement
100

Orpheum — Of Human
Bondage (RKO); The
Lost Squadron (RKO),
reissues
Tower — The Jones Family in Hollywood
(20th-Fox); Ted Lewis on stage
Uptown — Same as Esquire

125
80
50
200
70

LOS ANGELES
Downtown — Dark Victory (FN), 2nd wk
Four Star — Goodbye, Mr. Chips (M-G-M),
2nd wk
Hillstreet — Only Angels Have
Wings (Col);
They Made Her a Spy (RKO)
Hollywood — Same
as Downtown
Pantages — Same as Hillstreet
Paramount — Some Like It Hot (Para); Continental Ice Revue on stage
State — It’s a Wonderful World (M-G-M);
Within the Law
(M-G-M)
Wilshire — Same as State

100
200
140
100
150
100
100
110

DENVER
Aladdin — Wuthering
Heights
wk. at the Denver

(UA),

after

a

MILWAUKEE
80

Broadway — It’s a Wonderful World
(M-G-M);
Flying Irishman (RKO),
both after a wk.
at the Orpheum
75
Denham — Union Pacific (Para), 5th wk
85
Denver — Alexander Graham
Bell (20th-Fox),
and Major Bowes’ unit
125
Orpheum — Bridal Suite (M-G-M) ; Kid From
Texas
(M-G-M)
90
Paramount — Prison Without Bars (UA) ; Jones
Family in Hollywood (20th-Fox)
120
Rialto — Lost Horizon (Col), reissue, after a
wk. at the Aladdin; Risky Business (Univ).. 100

DETROIT
Adams — Rose of Washington
after wk at Fox; Missing:
Fox — Only Angrels
stage show

Have

Square (20th-Fox),
Daughters (Col).. 70

Wing's

(Col),

plus

60
75
50
75

INDIANAPOLIS
Alamo — Texas Wildcats (SR); Winner Take
All (20th-Fox)
65
Apollo — Rose of Washington Square (20th-Fox);
Sorority House
(RKO),
2nd wk
70
Circle — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN) ; Jones
Family in Hollywood
(20th-Fox)
90
Loew’s — Only Angels Have Wings (Col) ;
Within the Law
(M-G-M)
Lyric — Exile Express (GN), plus Clyde McCoy
Band and stage show

KANSAS

Alhambra — The Birth of a Baby (GN),
2nd wk
Palace — Only Angels Have Wings (Col); Boy
Friend (20th-Fox)
Riverside — Romance
of the Redwoods
(Col) ;
Bob Crosby’s band on stage
Strand — Union Pacific (Para); Sudden Money
(Para), 2nd wk
Warner — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN);
Sorority House (RKO)
Wisconsin — CaUing Dr. Kildare (M-G-M);
Bridal Suite (M-G-M)

100

185
85
120
125

100
110

CITY

Esquire — The
Gorilla (20th-Fox)
Midland — Only Angels Have
Wings

65
(Col);

Aster — Blind Alley (Col); Kid From
Texas
(M-G-M)
90
Century — Union Pacific (Para), 2nd wk
100
Gopher — Return of the Cisco Kid (20th-Fox).. 90
Orpheum — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN).... 70
State — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M)
125
World — Prison Wit limit Bars (UA)
80

NEW

HAVEN

College — Return of the Cisco Kid ^th-Fox) ;
Missing Daughters (Col)
Loew-Poli — Only Angels Have Wings (Col);
Society Lawyer
(M-G-M)
Paramount — Some Tike It Hot (Para); Hotel
Imperial (Para)
Roger Sherman — East Side of Heaven (Univ);
You Can’t Get Away
With Murder
(FN),
6 days (moved to College for a 2nd wk) ....

NEW

Aldine — Wuthiering Heights (UA), 6th wk
Boyd — Lucky Night (M-G-M)
Earle— Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
Fox — Some Like It Hot (Para), plus “Mikado
in Swing” on stage
Karlton — Mutiny on the Bounty (M-G-M),
reissue

100
75
100

Keith’s — Dark Victory (FN)
Palace — Story of Vernon and Irene Castle
(RKO)
Stanley — Union Pacific (Para). 2nd wk
Stanton — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN),
2nd wk

100

90
90
95

90

ORLEANS

Center — Hound of the Baskervilles (20th-Fox).. 90
Globe — Spirit of Culver (Univ)
80
Liberty — Missing Daughters (Col)
75
Orpheum — Only Angels Have Wings
(Col).... 150

90
75

100
75
110

PITTSBURGH
Alvin — The
Gorilla (20th-Fox)
50
Barry — The Flying Irishman (RKO);
Torchy
Blane in Chinatown
(FN)
90
Fulton — Rose of Washington Square (20thFox)
200
Penn — Dark Victory (FN)
110
Senator — Missing Daughters (Col), 4 days. ... 40
Senator — My
Man
Godfrey
(Univ), reissue;
Old Dark House (Univ), reissue, 4 days.... 50
Stanley — Let Freedom Ring (M-G-M); Eleanor
Powell stage show
140
"Warner — Union

110

MINNEAPOLIS

Michigan — Wuthering Heights (UA) ; The
Graeie Allen Murder Case (Para)
Palms State — The Oklahoma
Kid (WB), after
wk. at Michigan; Hotel Imperial (Para)....
United Artists — Man of Conquest (Rep)

100

125
130
100

Wings —

Orleans

Wuthering
Heights, 7th wk„
City; 6th wk., Philadelphia.

Capitol — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M),
3rd wk., held
Grand — Union Pacific (Para), 2nd wk
Keith’s — The Gorilla (20th-Fox)
Lyric — Rose of Washington
Square (20th-Fox),
2nd wk

(Univ)

Astor — Goodbye, Mr. Chips (M-G-M), 2nd wk..l50
Capitol — Bridal Suite (M-G-M)
50
Criterion — Some
Like It Hot (Para)
70
Hollywood — Juarez (WB),
final 5 days of
5th wk. of roadshow
80
Paramount — Union
Pacific (Para), 3rd wk.,
plus stage show
100
Radio City Music Hall — Captain Fury (UA),
plus stage show
95
Rivoli — Wuthering Heights (UA), 7th and
final wk
100

120

CINCINNATI
Night

Goodbye,

Los Angeles, New
95

NEW

Top Hits of the Week
Rose of Washington
Pittsburgh

Apollo — The Return of the Cisco Kid
(20th-Fox)
Chicago — Rose of Washington Square (20thFox), stage show, picture moved
to Garrick for 2nd wk
Garrick — Some Tike It Hot (Para) ; The Eagle
and the Hawk
(Para), reissue
Oriental — Big Town
Czar (TJniv) ; Prison
Without Bars (UA), 2nd loop wk., stage
show
Palace — Sorority House (RKO), Eleanor
Powell on stage
Roosevelt — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN),
held 2nd wk

Saenger — East Side of Heaven
State — Captain Fury (UA)
Tudor — Union Pacific (Para)

75

CHICAGO

Albee — Lucky
show

IS 100%

Pacific

(Para),

PORTLAND,

2nd

d.t. wk. ...120

ORE.

Broadway. — Man of Conquest (Rep); You Can’t
Get Away
With Murder (FN)
Mayfair — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN);
For Uove or Money
(Univ), 3rd wk
Orpheum — The Gorilla (20th-Fox); Women
in the Wind
(WB)
Paramount — Only Angels Have Wings (Col);
Boy Friend (20th-Fox). 2”d wk
United Artists— Calling Dr. Kildare
Tell No Tales (M-G-M)

SALT

LAKE

130
100
100
100

(M-G-M);
100

CITY

Centre — Man
of Conqnest (Rep)
Paramount — Young
Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox) . . .
Utah — The Return of the Cisco Kid (20th-Fox);
Beauty for the Asking (RKO)
Victory — Women
in the Wind (WB); The Saint
Strikes Back (RKO)

110
110
100
105

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — Lucky Night
Service of (he Air (WB),
Ave

(M-G-M);
Secret
moved from Fifth
90

Fifth Ave. — Juarez (WB), 4-day holdover
Liberty — Only Angels Have Wings (Col),
4th wk
Music Hall — The Mikado (Univ), 2nd wk
Orpheum — Captain Fury (UA); Jones Family
in Hollywood
(20th-Fox)
Palomar — Wolf Call (Mono); On Trial (WB),
plus stage show
Paramount — Fast Side of Heaven
(Univ);
Ambush
(Para)

BOXOFFICE

100
90
120
100
85
100
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Alphabetical Index to the

CURRENT

This Index is designed as a time saving guide for exhibitors \
know the title of a feature, but do not recall the producer or distributor. All features listed here appear in the BOOKING
CHART
in

release week squares alongside the proper company headings. The date following title is issue of review. Number at end
of line is production number.

A

Frontiers

Across the Plains (Mono)
June 3
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(M-G-M)
Feb. 18
Adventures of Jane Arden
(IVB) Feb. 18
Almost a Gentleman (RKO)
Mar. 11

3855
923
321
920

Ambush
(Para) Jan. 21
3820
Arizona Legion (RKO) Jan. 14.. 982
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)
Nov. 12
929
Asking: for Trouble (GB)
8012
Awful
Truth (Col), reissue
1072

B

Blackwell’s Island (FN) Mar. 4
Blind Alley (Col) Apr. 29
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Mar. 4
Blue Montana Skies (Rep) May 6.844
Boy Friend (20th-Fox) May 13. . 943
Boy Slaves (RKO)
Jan. 21
911
Boy Trouble (Para) Feb. 4
3824
Boys Reformatory (Mono) May 6 3820
Bridal Suite (M-G-M)
May 27 . . 937
Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Apr. 8
931
Bulldog Drummond’s
Secret
Police (Para) Apr. 8
O’Connor

3831

(M-G-M)

919

C
Cafe Society (Para) Feb. 11.... 3826
Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Apr. 29
932
Captain Fury (UA) May 13
Career (RKO)
Charlie Chan in Honolulu
(20th-Fox)
Charlie Chan

Dec. 24
in Reno

928

(20th-Fox) June 3
Chasing Danger (20th-Fox)
Jan. 7

948
941

Climbing High (20th-Fox)
Apr. 22
Code of the Secret Service (FN)
May 13
Code of the Streets (Univ)
Jan. 28
Confessh ns of Nazi Spy (FN)
Apr. 2 i
Convict’s
Crashing

Code (Mono) Feb.
Through
(GN)

8012
374
3019
353

18.3822
327

D
Dark Victory (FN) Mar. 11... 354
Dawn Patrol (WB) Dec. 24
303
Disbarred (Para) Jan. 14
3818
Dodge City (WB) Apr. 8
304
Down
the Wyoming
Trail
(Mono)
3864
Drifting Westward
(Mono)
Mar. 25
3854
Duke of West Point (X A) Dec. 24

E
East Side of neaven
Apr. 15
Everybody’s
Dec. 3

Baby

(Univ)
3006
(20th-F«x)

935

Ex-Champ
(Univ) May 20
Exile Express (GN) Feb. 18

3010
301

F
Fast and Loose (M-G-M) Feb.
Family Next Door (Univ)
Apr. 15
Federal Man-Hunt
(Rep)
Jan. 14

18.

924
3020
820

Fighting Thoroughbreds (Rep)
Jan. 21
808
First Offenders (Col) Mar. 11.. 9030
Fisherman’s Wharf (RKO)
Feb. 4
841
Five Came
Back
(RKO)
927
Fixer Dugan
(RKO)
Apr. 29... 922
Flying Irishman (RKO)
Mar. 11
919
For Love or Money
(Univ)
3030
May
13
Forged Passport (Rep) Feb. 11.. 823
Four Girls in White (M-G-M)
Jan. 21
921,
Frontier Pony Express (Rep)
Apr. 15
854

BOXOFFICE

(Col)

Mar.

G

11... 9212

Gambling Ship (Univ) Dec. 24. .3023
Girl and the Gambler
(RKO)
June 10
926
Girl Downstairs (M-G-M) Dec. 31 916
Girl From
Mexico (RKO)
928
Going Places (FN) Dec. 24
359
Good Girls Go to Paris (Col) . .
Gorilla, The
Gracie Allen
May
Grand

(20th-Fox) May 27.
Murder Case (Para)

13
Jury

May 20
Great Man
Gunga Din

Secrets

944
3839

(Para)

3842
14 913
912

Votes (RKO) Jan.
(RKO)
Jan. 28

H

Back Door to Heaven (Para)
Apr. 15
3833
Beachcomber, The (Para) Dec. 3.3863
Beauty for the Asking (RKO)
Jan. 28
915
Big Town Czar (Univ) Apr. 22 3018

Burn ’Em Up
Jan. 14

of ’49

nardys Ride High (M-G-M)
Apr. 22
Harlem Rides the Range (Sack)
Hell’s Kitchen (WI5)
Heritage of the Desert
Mar. 25
Home
on

the

934
312

(Para)

Prairie

3843

(Rep)

Feb. 18
Homicide Bureau (Col) Feb.
Honolulu (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
Honor of the West (Univ)
Hotel Imperial (Para) Apr.
llound of the Baskervilles
(20th-Fox) Apr. 1
House of Fear (Univ)

May

I

842
11.9035
922
3055
22.. 3836

20

936
. 3038

I Stole a Million (Univ)
1 Was a Convict (Rep) Feb. 25. 824
I’m From Missouri (Para)
Mar. 25
3830
Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Mar. 11
925
Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)
Feb. 4. 920
In Old Caliente (Rep)
856
Inside Information (Univ) June 10
Inside Story (20th-Fox) Get.
Inspector Hornleigh (RKO)
Apr. 22
Invitation

22.-934
945

to

Happiness

May 20
Island of Lost Men
It Could Happen to

(Para)
3841

(Para)
You

<20tli-Fox) June 3
It’s a Wonderful World
May 13

950
(M-G-M)

Jesse James (20th-Fox) Jan.
Jones Family in Hollywood
(20th-Fox) May
27
Juarez (IVB) Apr. 29

21..

921
946
301

K

Kentucky
(20th-Fox) Dec. 24. .. 923
Kid From Kokomo
(FN)
May 27 . 363
Kid From Texas (M-C.-M) Apr. 8 929
King of Chinatown ( Para)
Mar. 11
3827
King of the Turf (UA) Feb. 18
King of the Underworld
(WB)
Jan. 14
317

L

9214
(M-G-M)
926

Let Us Live (Col) Feb. 18
Little Pal (Mono)
Tattle Princess (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
Lone Star Pioneers (Col)

9007
3828

Apr. 15
I.one Wolf Spy Hunt (Col)
Jan. 28
Long Shot (GN) Dec. 31
Lost Horizon (Col) reissue
Lost Patrol (RKO)
Love Affair (RKO)
Mar. 18

9213

Lucky

Night

(M-G-M)

May

932

6. . .

9014
313
1071
916
933

M
Made for Each
Feb. 11

Other

3828
....
29.9027
845
937

<20th-Fox) Nov. 19
952
Mr. Moto’s Last Warning
(20th-Fox) July 30
926
My Son Is a Criminal (Col)
Mar. 18
9029
My "Wife’s Relatives (Rep)
Mar. 11
810
Mysterious Miss X (Rep) Jan. 21 809
Mystery of Mr. Wong
(Mono)
Mar. 18
3806
Mystery of the White Room
(Univ) Apr. 1
3037
Mystery Plane (Mono) Mar. 4. ...3809

N

Nancy
Jan.

Drew,
28

Reporter

372

Nancy
Drew, Trouble Shooter
(WB)
324
Naughty But Nice (WB)
311
Navy Secrets (Mono) Feb. 18... 3805
Never Say Die (Para) Mar. 11.. 3832
Newsboys Home
(Univ) Jan. 28.. 3015
Night Riders (Rep) Apr. 8
865
North of Shanghai (Col) Mar. 11.9038
North of Yukon
(Col)
9205

O
Off the Record (WB) Jan. 28... 314
Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Mar. 18... 308
On Borrowed Time (M-G-M) ....
On Trial (WB)
Mar. 25
323
One Third of a Nation (Para)
Feb. 11
3825
Only Angels Have AA’ings
(Col) May
20
Outside These Walls (Col)
June 3

9001
9031

P
Pacific Liner (RKO)
Dec. 31... 914
Panama
Lady (RKO) May 13... 925
Panama
Patrol (GN) Feb. 25 . . . . 314
Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox)
Nov. 19
931
Parents on Trial (Col)
Paris Honeymoon
(Para) Dec. 24 3821
Persons in Hiding (Para) Jan. 28.3823
Phantom
Stage (Univ)
3056
Pirates of the Skies (Univ)
3033
Pride of the Navy (Itep) Jan. 28. 822
Prison Without Bars (UA) Feb. 25
Pygmalion

(M-G-M)

Racketeers

of the

R

Dec.

Range

May 20
Red River Range (Rep)
Return of the Cisco Kid

11

980

(RKO)
Apr.

(20th-Fox) Apr. 29
Ride ’Em Cowgirl (ON) Jan.
Risky Business (Univ) Mar.
Romance
of the Redwoods

29

Mar.

984
861

940
28.W1-2
11.. 3029

(Col) Apr. 29
Rolling Westward (Mono) Apr.
Rookie Cop (RKO)
Apr. 29
Rose of Washington
Square
(20th-Fox) May
13
Rough Riders Roundup

(Rep)

25

1.3863
923

(UA)

Maisic (M-G-M)
Man
About Town
(Para)
Man
From
Sundown
(Col)
9208
Man in the Iron Mask (UA) ....
Man of Conquest (Rep) Apr. 15. . 801
Man Who
Dared (FN) Apr. 8... 375
Mexicali Rose (Rep) Apr. 1
843
Mickey the Kid (Rep)

28

Feb. 18
Second Fiddle (20th-Fox)
Secret Service of the Air (WB)
Feb. 11
Sergeant Madden
Mar. 25
Shine On, Harvest

(M-G-M)
Moon

(Rep) ofApr.
Streets
New29 York

929
3822
918

320
927

(Rep)

May
27
852
Should a Girl Marry?
(Mono) .. 3823
Silver on the Sage (Para) Feb. 18 3858
Singing Cowgirl (GN) June 3..WI-3
Six Gun Rhythm
(GN) Feb. 18 WI-19
6,000 Enemies (M-G-M) June 3. . 938
Smiling Along (20th-Fox) Dec. 17 933
Smoky
Trails (Metropolitan) . . .
Society Lawyer (M-G-M)
Apr. 1 930
Society Smugglers (Univ)
Mar. 11
3024
Some Like It Hot (Para) May 13 3837
Son of Frankenstein (Univ)
Jan. 21
Sorority House (RKO)
Apr. 22.. 924
S. O. S. Tidal Wave
(Rep) June 3
Southward Ho! (Rep)
855
Spirit of Culver (Univ) Mar. 4.. 3014
Spoilers of the Range
(Col)
June 10
9206
Stagecoach (UA) Feb. 11
Stand Up and Fight (M-G-M)
Jan. 7
918

(Mono)

Apr. 15
Stronger Than
Desire
Stunt Pilot (Mono)

Sundown

on

the

3802
941

(M-G-M)

Submarine Patrol (20th-Fox)
Nov. 5
Sudden Money
(Para) Mar.
Sun Never Sets, The (Univ)
June 10

909
25

Prairie

(Mono) Apr. 1
Sunset Trail (Pnra) Oet. 29
Susannah of the Mounties

Apr. 22
Sweethearts

(M-G-M)

3862
3857
954

(FN)
Dec.

373
910

24...

T
Tail Spin (20th-Fox)
925
Tarzan Finds a Son! (M-G-M)
June 3
939
Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
May 20. 935
Texas Stampede
(Col)
9204
Thanks for Everything (20thFox) Dec. 10
917
There’s That Woinnn
Again
(Col) Dec. 17
9000
They
They
They

All Come
Out (M-G-M) . .
Asked for It (Univ)
3040
Made
Her a Spy (RKO)

Mar.Made
25
They
Me a Criminal (WB)'. .
Jan. 7
Three Musketeers (20th-Fox)
Feb. 11
Three Smart Girls Grow
Up

920
307
927

(Univ) Mar. 25
3001
Three Texas Steers ( Rep)
866
Thundering West (Col) Apr. 15.. 9203
Timber Stampede
(RKO)
985
Tom
Sawyer, Detective (Para)
Dec. 24
3816
To the Rescue (GN)
328
Topper Takes a Trip (UA) Jan. 7
Torehy in Chinatown
(FN)
371
Torchy Runs for Mnyor (WB)
Apr. 1
Tough
Kid (Mono) Jan. 14
Trade Winds (UA) Dec. 31

322
3819

Trapped in the Sky (Col)
9024
Trigger Pals (GN) Jan. 21
Wl-13
Trigger
(Mono) (RKO)
May 13... 3854
Trouble Smith
in Sundown
Mar. 11
12 Crowded nours

(RKO)

983
18 917

Feb.

U
Undercover
Undercover

Agent (Mono)
Doctor (Para)

3824

May
27
Union Pacific (Para) May
Unmarried
(Para) May 27

3840
6... 3835
3838

W

942
853

Saint in London
(RKO)
St. Louis Blues (Para) Jan.
Snint Strikes Back (RKO)

Star of Midnight (RKO)
reissue
Star Reporter (Mono) Feb. 25.. 3822
Stolen Life (Para) Apr. 29
3861
Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox) Apr. 8
938
Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle (RKO)
838
Street of Missing Men

(20th-Fox)
Sweepstakes Winner

(FN)

S

Lady and the Mob (Col) Mar. 11.9013
Lady's From Kentucky, The
(Para) Apr. 15
3834
Last Warning (Univ) Dec. 10... 3027
Law Comes to Texas (Col)
Ring

11
(Para)

Missing Daughters (Col) Apr.
Mountain
Rhythm
(Rep)
Mr. Moto on Danger Island
(20th-Fox) Mar. 18
Mr. Moto Takes a Vacation

936

I

May 27
I.et Freedom
Feb. 25

Midnight (Para) Mar.
Million Dollar Legs

RELEASES

Wanted

by

Scotland

Yard

(Mono) Apr. 29
3829
AA’nter Rustlers (GN) Mar. 18..4V1-1
XAaterfront (AVB)
325
AVestern Caravans (Col)
9207
AVhile New York Sleeps (20thFox) Oct. 22
922
AVliispering Enemies (Col) Jan. 7
AVife, Husband and Friend (20thFox) Feb. 18
AA’ild Horse Canyon (Mono)
Jan.

7

930
3852

AA’ings of the Navy (AA’B) Jan. 21 309
AVinner Take All (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
939
AVithin the Law
(M-G-M)
Mar. 18
928
AVolf Call (Mono) May 27
3813
Woman
Doctor (Rep) Feb. 4.... 808
AA’omen in the AVind (AVB)
Feb. 4
AVulhering

316
Heights

(UA)

Apr.

1

Y
Yes, My Darling
Feb. 11
A’ou Can’t Cheat

Daughter

(FN)
357

an

Honest

Man
(Univ) Feb. 25
You Can’t Get Away
With
Murder (FN) Jan. 28
Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox)

z

Zaza (Para) Jan. 7
Zenobia (UA) Mar. 18
Zero Hour (Rep) May

3005

. . .

364
947
3819

27
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CURRENT
Odd Sports (10)
ski Rhythm
(10)
Technique of Tennis

Columbia
ALL-STAR

COMEDIES

A Stnr Is Shorn (17) ... .Apr.
Boom
Goes the Groom
(17%)
Home
on the Ranee
Mutiny on the Body
(17)
Not Gnilt.v

Enough

(17)

\

Mar.

24, ’39
Dee. 9

Feh. 10, ’39
Sept. 30

(IS)

Now
It Can Be Sold (17) June 2, '39
Pest From the West (..)... .June 16
Pie A La Maid (IK)
Dee. 23
With Charley Chase.
Rattling Romeo
(17)
Swing You Swingers

July

(IK)
With Andy Clyde.
The Chump
Tnkes a
(18)
The Nightshirt
The Sap TnUes
(15%)
Trouble Finds
(18)
COLOR

Jan.

Andy

20, ’39

May 5, ’39
(18) . Oct. 28

Clyde

Mar.

10, ’39
July

28

Mar.
(7) . . . Ang.
Dee.

31
26
23

Little Mateh
(8%)

Girl

Dee.

Little Moth’s Big
Lucky Pigs ( . . )
Midnight Frolics
Yells

Flame

(7)

(8)

Bermuda

(. .)

16

June

14, ’39

TOUR
(10) . Nov.

COMMUNITY
No. 7 Parade
No. 8 Strauss
(..)
No. 9 Songs

of

the

24, ’39

Apr.

West

(. . )
No. 10 Songs of Romance
Third Series

21, ’39

May 19, ’39
( . . ) June 16

No. 1 College Songs (10)
No. 2 South Seas (10)

Oct. 1
Oct. 4

No. 3 Season's Idea (11)
No. 4 Sweetheart Melodies
No. 5 Friendship Songs

Dec. 2
(ll)Dec. 30

(10)
No. 6 .Moon Songs
KRAZY
KAT

Jan.
(10) . . . .Feb.

27, ’39
24, ’39

A

Night

HALL
series)

in

a

VANITIES

Music

(10%)
A Night at the Troc
Yankee Doodle Home

Hall
Jan. 20, ’39
(10) .. Mar. 2/39

No. 1 ( . . )
SCRAPPY

Added

15, ’39

(7) . .Apr.

28, ’39
Nov. 17

Attraction
Feb.

SNAPSHOTS

2 (10)
3(10)
4 (10)

(Series

17)

Oct. 14
Nov. 20
Dec. 15

No. 5(10)
No. 6(10%)
No. 7(10)
No. 8(9%)
No. 9 ( . . )
No. 10 ( . .)
No. 11 (. .)
SPORT

Jan.

3. ’39
Rodeo (..)
June 2
Sideshow (7) . . . .Mar. 3/39

SCREEN
No.
No.
No.

19, ’39

CARTOONS

A Worm’s Eye View
Happy
Birthday (7)
Scrappy’s
(6)
Scrappy’s
Scrappy’s

May

Jon. 6,
Feb. 17,
Mar. 17.
Apr. 8,
May 12,
May
June

’39
’39
'39
’39
’39
26
15

REELS

Diving Rhythm
(. . )
May 5, '39
Cel Ready Navy
(10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Jockeys Up
(. .)
June 2
King Vulture (10) Special. . .Dec. 23
Navy
Champions
(10)
Mar. 17

102

(New

(10)

Series)

May

Our
Have

0Heroes at Leisure
OHot
on Ice (10)

No

Feb.
Bonzana

24, ’39

(7)
WASHINGTON

May
PARADE

19, ’39

No. 1 Harry Newman
Commentator (10)
Nov.
No. 2 Inside the White House
(11)
No. 3 Inside

the

Jan.

Capitol

(..)

Apr.

18

6, ’39
28, ’39

National

CAVALCADE

OF

STUFF

No. 1 (10)
Col. Stoopnagle.
No. 2(10)

Jan.
Jan.

6

Money
Wliile

DOESN’T

to Loan
America

(21)
Wrong
Way

Ont

Greatest

Mar.

11, ’39

Apr.

15, ’39
Dee. 24

THE

KIDS

Picturesque Udaipur (8) . .May 13, ’39
Rural Hungary
(9)
Apr.29, ’39
Singapore and Jahore (9) . . . .Dec. 31
Sydney — Pride of Australia
(9)
Dec. 3

on

MYSTERIES

the

Great

Heart

Rock

(11) .. .Sept. .3

(11)

Dec.

Hollywood Hobbies
Ice Antics (9)

(10) . .May

13, *39
Fob. 1 1

(. . )
May 20, ’39
The Greener Hills (11) v .May 27, ’39
They Live Again (10)
Oet. 22

of

Love

COMEDIES
(17)

Jan.

28

Happilv
Buried
Apr. Dec.
15, ’39
Men of Steel
(21) (20)
17
Kenneth
Stevens and Doris Weston In a musical saga of washing
machines.
Once

Over

Lightly

(19)

Dec.

31

The story of two barber collee’es
becomes a musical comedy plot by
a close shave. Johnny Downs
and
Dixie Dunbar.
Somewhat

Secret

M-G-M
( New
©Art

(21) . . .Mar.

25, *39

CARTOONS
Series)

Gallery

(9)

May

Jitterbug Follies (9)
Feb. 25,
©Little Gold Fish (8) . . . Apr. 15,
Mama’s
New
Hat (9)
Feb.
Seal Skinners (9) .
Jan. 8,
Wanted
No Master (8) . . .Mar. 18,
M-G-M
NEWS
OF
THE
DAY
Released twice weekly.
OUR

GANG

Feb. 11
Oct. 22

(10)

.Nov.

19

Jan.

28, *39
Dec. 10
Nov. 12

BOOP

Crows (7)
CLASSICS

June

Always
Kickin’ (7)
Small Fry (7)
The Playful Polar Bears
CD!

OR

12, *39

9, *39

Jan. 27, *39
Apr. 21, *39
(7) Oct. 28

CRUISES

Series

in Cinecolor)

Costa Rica (10)
Jamaica
(10)
Lund of Inca Memories
Mexico (10)
Republic* of Panama
HEADLINER

Dec. 2
May 26
(10).. Jan. 27
Oet. 7
(9) . . . . Mar.

\ Song Is Born (10)
Busse Rhythm
(10)

Jan.

24

6, ’39
Oct. 7

Henry Busse and His Orchestra.
The Champagne
Music of the
Lawrenee Walk
(10)
Mar. .3
Lawrence Walk and his Orchestra.
Ilal Kemp
and
(10)
Music Through

His

13
’39
*39
11
*39
*39

COMEDIES

Alfalfa’s Aunt (11) ..
Jan. 7
Clown
Princess (10)
Apr. 15, *39
Cousin Wilbur
(10)
Apr. 29, *39
Duel Personalities (10) . .Mar. 11, *39
Football Romeo
(10)
Nov. 12

(It)
Jan Garber
Orrin Tucker

Orchestra
Dec.

the

(10)
Paramount

and
and

2

Years

Orchestra.
Orchestra

Presents

Hoagy

michael (10)
With
Jack
Teagarden
orchestra.

Feb.

3, '39

Nov.
Car-

May 5, *39
and
his

(11)
Apr. 7, *39
Vincent Lopez and Orchestra, Betty Hutton, Barry Wood, Del Casino, Dick Todd.
PARAMOUNT
NEWS
Released twice weekly.
ICS

Circus Co-Ed
(10)
Mar. 10
Fisherman’s Pluck ( 10) . .Apr. 14, *39
Oli Mi) , Can \ on Ski f (10).. Dec. 16
Raising Canines i no
Nov. II
I’. uoe Goldberg’s Travelgab
(9)
. . . .
OH. I I
Sw ans (10)
That's Atricu (10)
Unfinished Symphony
PARAMOUNT

and

animals

all

May 19, *39
...Feb. 10
(10) . . .Jan. 13

PICTORIAL

No. 3(10)
Oct. 7
Oceanic
oddities, mountain
sunrises, elephants.
No. 4(10)
Nov. 4
Prospecting
for
oil, mountain
climbing and a visit to southeastern United States.
No. 5(9)
Dec. 9
17 year locusts, outdoor scenes and
the hit parade of yesterday.

3, 39
play,

about

Mar. 3
Apr. 7/39
after dark,

No. 10 (11)
May 5, ’39
Gentlemen
at
work,
Oriental
craftsmanship and
song
of the
No.Three
11 (10)
June
stories about water.
year.
POPEYE
CARTOONS
©Aladdin

and

His

2, '39

Wonderful

Lamp
(22)
Cops
Is Always
Right
Customers Wanted
(7)
Goonlnnd
(8)
Leave Well Enough

7,
(7) .Apr.
. Bee.
Jan.
Oet.
Alone

(T)
Wotta
Nitemnre
(7)
POPULAR
SCIENCE
(In Cinecolor)

May

’39
30
27
21

Apr. 28
19, ’39

Sept. 2
Nov. 4
Jan. 6. ’39
Mar. 10

No. 5 (11)
GRANTLAND
LIGHTS

RICE

May 12, ’39
SPORT-

Champion
Alrhoppers (10) . . . .Oet. 28
Heals with the fascinating si^irt
of gliding

and

soaring

in motorless

planes.

Death Valley Thrills (10) . .June 9,
Diamond
Dust (10)
May 12,
Frolicking Frogs (10)
Dec.
Hijinks with
trained frogs
cluding a Jumping contest.

’39
’39
23
in-

Good Skates (10)
Apr. 14, ’39
Ice skating with champions.
Hold Your Hrentli (10)
Feh. 17
Depicting
a novel underwater track
meet.
Super-Athletes (10)
Nov. 25
An analysis of the progress made
in track and field sports.
The Sporting Irish (10)
Sports in Ireland.

Mar.

17

Two Boys and a Dog (10) .Jan. 20, ’39
Adventures
of two
boys and
a
wire hair terrier on a pack trip
in the Rocky Mountains.
UNUSUAL

OCCUPATIONS
(In Color)

QNo. 2 (10)
No. 3(10)
No.
No.

Oet. 7
Dec. 2

I i 10)
5

Feh.

(10)

Apr.

RKO

4

Tempo of Tomorrow
(10) . .June 2, *39
Richard Himber and his orchestra.
Three Kings and a Queen

PARAGRAPH

«(10)
N<>. 9 (10)
Sea police,
fashions.

Feb.
at

Charro

plumed . birds
accordions

No. 3 00)
No. 4(10)

CARTOONS

Jan. 20,
On (7)
With the New
(7)
Deo.’392
Pudgy in Thrills and Chills
(7)
Dec. 23
Sallv Swing (7)
Oct. 1 1
So Does an Automobile (7).. Mar. 31
Scared
COLOR

No. 7(10)
The
Mexican

No. I (10)
No. 2 (11)

31

l ove on a Tap (11)
Mar. 18, ’39
’'liraole of Salt Lake (11)... Nov. 12
Prophet Without Honor

MUSICAL

Friend

14
15

Paramount

(New
Ancient Egypt
(9)
Jan. 21, ’39
Colorful Curacao (9)
May 27
Glimpses of Australia (9)... Apr. 15
Imperial Delhi (8)
Feh. 18
Jaipur — The Pink City (8) . . Oct. 29
Java Journey (10)
Mar. 18
Madeira — Isle of Romance
(8)
Oct. 1

Man

(10)

How
to Sublet (8)
Mental Poise (8)
Opening Day
(9)

The

Captain’s Christmas
(8)
Dec. 17
Honduras
Hurricane
(9)
Oct. 15
Petunia National Park (9) . . .Jan. 14

The

Jan.
Oct.

Musical Mountaineers (7) . May
My Friend the Monkev
PAY

(17)

HISTORICAL

SPECIALTIES

An Hour for Lunch (9) .. Mar. 18, *39
Dark Magic (10)
May 13
Home
Early (9)
May 27
How
to Watch
Football (9) ... Oct. 8

BETTY

(21)
Sleeps

CAPTAIN
AND
CARTOONS

Man’s

SMITH

28
18
18

Marine Circus (9)
Mar. 11, *39
©Penny’s Picnic (10)
Dec. 17
Radio Hams
(10)
May 20, *39
Weather Wizards (9)
Apr. 8, *39
ROBERT
BENCHLFY

20

M-G-M
CRIME

PETE

No. 6(10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Great
Britain's Kenya
Uoluiiy,
horse gadgets and a
visit with
Stan
and
his Milkmans
Matinee.Shaw

20, *39
Oct. 15

(17)
Yes, We

Dream

(. . )
PICTUREGRAPH

PARADE

Double Diving (10)
Grid Rules (10)

Mummy

SHOUTS

are

week.

Oct. 15
Dec. 17
Feb. 18

6, ’39

Jan.

MINIATURES

Golf Chumps
<. . )
Apr. 6, ’39
Hot Dogs on Ice (7)
Oct. 21
Kra/v’s Bear Tale (7) . . . .Jan. 27/39
Krazy’s Shoe Shop ( . . ) . May 12, ’39
The Lone Mountie (6)
Dec. 10
MUSIC
(New

PASSING

Angel of Mercy
No. 1 (10)

FITZPATRICK
TRAVELTALKS
In Technicolor

(9) .Mar.

of the

We(16)
Want

SING

of Hits
Waltzes

short
color.

New Roadways
(10)
Jan.
Story of Alfred Noble (11).. Feb.
The Story of Dr. Jenner (10). Mar.

4

Big Town
Commuters
(9) . Feb. 3, ’39
Man Made Island (Frisco Fair)
(. . )
May 26
Province of Quebec (10)
Dec. 15

0 Indicates
©Indicates

Men
in Fright (10)
Practical Jokers (9)
Tiny Troubles (10)

COMEDIES
Go

30

26, ’39
24, ’39

Apr.

Isle of Paradise

Did

Titles

(16%)
Apr. 7. ’39
Flat Foot Stooges (17)
Nov. 25
Mutts to You (18)
Oct. 14
Saved From
the Belle (17).. June 30
Three Little Sew and Sews

. Nov. 3
May 26
Nov. 24

Peaceful Neighbors (8) . Jan.
The Gorilla Hunt
(..).. Feb.
The House That Jack Built
(7)
COLUMBIA

They

Grand

(re-sale)

(..)...

Feb. 10
Nov. 4
.June 30

Following

Running Time. Date Is National Release, 1938, Unless
Otherwise Specified.

RELEASES

STOOGES

Ducking

RHAPSODIES

Happy
Tots (7)
Hollywood Graduation
Kangaroo Kid (7)

Nell’s

14

Bump

Bandit
a Sap

THREE

21, *39

Numerals

DISNEY

3, ’30
14, ’39

Radio

CARTOONS

Beach
Picnic (8)
June 9, '39
Donald’s Cousin Gus (7) . .May 19, *39
Donald’s Golf Game
(8)
Nov. 4
Donald’s Lucky Day (8) . .Jan. 13, *39
Farmyard
Symphony
(8)
Oct. 14
Ferdinand the Bull (8)
Nov. 25
Goofy and Wilbur (8)
Mar. 17
Merbabies (9)
Dec. 9
Mother Goose Goes Hollywood
(8)
Dee. 23
Practical Pig ( . . )
Feb. 24, *39
Society Dog Show
(8)
Feb. 3, *39
Mickey Mouse enters Pluto in the
Society dog show and Pluto does
not win.
0The
Hockey Champ
(7) . .Apr. 7, '39
The Ugly Duckling (9)
Apr. 7
A

EDGAR
KENNEDY
Clean Sweep (17)

Baby
Beaux Daze
and

(15)
Errors

COMEDIES
Dec. 2

(18)

May

19,
Oct.*397

Edgar’s father-in-law again starts
all the mischief as Edgar becomes
the

butt of a practical
cause of his obesity.

Joke

be-

Clock Wise (16)
Mar. 24
Father-in-law’s grandfather clock
drives Edgar nuts as he unsuccessfully tries to get rid of It.
Maid to Order (18)
Jan. 27, *29
Edgar tries to marry his fatherin-law
off with amusing complications.

BOXOFFICE

:: June 10, 1939

HEADLINER

COMEDIES

Romancing: Along
Phil Harris and
Sea Melody (19)
Ted Flo Rito
with Rita
cellino.
Swing

and

Oehman

Dec.
Orchestra.

Oct. 21
Orchestra

His
and

Muzzy

Mar-

Feb.

24, ’39

(19)

ERROL

COMEDIES

Crime Rare
(18)
Jan. 13, ’39
Errol entertains bank bandits at
his home
without knowing it.
Home
Major

Boner (20)
Difficulties

Moving
Ring

Mar.
(19)

Vanities

(17)

No. 3 (20)
Inside the

Maginot

Nov. 26
Neighbor.

Good

for

Hunting

Dogs

(10)

Par

11

Oct. 28

(10)

Jan.

(11)

Inside Baseball
FASHIONS
© Fashion

Nov.

Mar.

(..)

Apr.

6

3, ’39
14, ’39

No.

3

LEW
LEHR
GARTEN

AND

Girl

HIS

Should

KINDER-

Magic

Beans

of

the

Nation.

Jan.

7(19)

20, ’39
Feb.

America

and

Mexico’s

17

Mar.

Vo. 9 (19)
Japan: Master
/Jo. 10 (20)
Dixie — The
problem.

17, '39

Frozen

nation’s

©Gandy
(6)

dafe Rendezvous (10)
Dec. 23
Oshins & Lessy, Jack Arthur, Armida and The Kidoodlers.

Ritin

and

(10)
Samovar
Serenade
Codolbon & His
Moscow
Choir,
Malina.

PATHE

PATHE
leases)

Oct. 28
Reillys, Paul
Macs, Bobby

Dog-Gone
(16)
Hectic Honeymoon

Blue

Grass

(’36-’37

re-

Apr.

21, ’39
Nov. 4

(17)

get

Apr. 21, ’39
ready for

(9)

Jan.

Nov.

4

Dec.

2

27, ’39

QDeep
End
(10)
Oct. 7
Top-ranking women
diving champions photographed in action by
the slow motion camera.
Devil Drivers (9)
On the Wing
(10)
The hunting of wild

June

16, ’39
Dec. 30

geese.

Smooth
Approach
(9) . . . .May 19, ’39
The golfers show how
it’s done.
Snow Falls (9)
Feh. 24

(New
Prairie

that’s

different.
WESTERNS

(18)

Dec.

16

Sagebrush Serenade (19) . June 16, ’.39
Ranch
House Romeo
(17) . . . .Apr. 7
REELISMS

(New

Air Waves
(10)
Dude
Ranch
19) .
Gold (9)
Newsreel (10) ....
Pilot Boat (9)
Soldiers of the Sea
Television (9)
Trans-America (11)

BOXOFFICE

Dec.

16

Mar.

10

No. 60 (9)
No. 61 (9)

March

Village

Oct.

7

Oct. 21

Blacksmith

(6)

Jan.

13, ’39

Feb.

10

Dec.

2

(8)

Oct.

Bandit

Mar.

No. 57 ( 9)
No. 59 (9)
No. 60 (10)
No. 61 (9)
62 (9)

No.

63 (9)

No.

64 ( . . )

1

27

Oct.

3

Nov.

14

Nov.

28

. Jan. 30. ’39
.Feb. 20, '39
. . .Mar. 13
.Apr.
.May

10, ’39
15, ’39

June 26, '39
PRODUCTIONS

Bank
Notes (19)
Mar. 15
Gus Van. Minor &
Root. Three
Wiles, Barton Quintet, Ruth Daye.
Cafe Boheme
(17)
Apr. 12
Saul Grauman
&
Co., Rosita Ortega, Pied Pipers, Luba
Malina,
Roy Smeck & His Aloha Islanders.
Music and Models (19)
Dec. 14
Jack Arthur, Carolyn Marsh, Six
Debonairs, Irene Vermillion & Co.
Nautical Knights (19) ... .Jan. 11, ’39
Arthur & Morton Harvel, Moore &
Ravel. Judy
Starr, Stump
and
Stumpy, The Khezzls.
Patio Serenade (17)
Nov. 16
Tito Coral, Laura Suarez, Armlda,
Gloria Belmonte and others.

Series)
Mar. 10
Nov. 11
Feb. 10
Dec. 9
(9) . .

Feb. 3,
Apr. 7,
MayOct.
5,

:: June 10, 1939

’.39
’39
’39
14

Emerson’s
& Starr.
Side

Mountaineers,

Show Fakir (17y2)
OSWALD
CARTOONS

Gilrone
Oct.

12

Rabbit Hunt
(7)
Oct. 17
Snilnr Mouse
(7)
Nov. 7
The Big Cat and the Little
Mousie (7)
Aug. 15
WALTER
I.ANTZ
CARTUNES
Baby
Bola

Kittens
Mola

Charlie

A

Fat

(7)

Land

Cuckoo

Dec.
(7)
(7)

.May
Apr.

(21)

May

24

Hats

and

Home

Dogs

Cheap

Projection
Murder

Room

With

(20)

Small

Mar.

25

Dec.

17

Dec.
(..)

(. . )

Mar.

(..)

Apr.
Apr.

(20)

19

29, ’39
30, ’39

15

29, '39
Jan. 21

Stardust (22)
Sundae Serenade

(20)

Dec. 10
Feb. 25

Knight

Is Young

Casino

You’re

Next

Oct. 8

(20)
to

Today

Your

Oct. 22

13, ’39

(10)

Oct. 1

Convenience
Illustrated

No.

2

May

No.

(10)
Mechanix

Illustrated

Feb. 25
(10) . . . .Nov. 5

Mechanix Illustrated No.
Nature’s Mimic (10)
Points on Pointers (9)

The

Alice

The

Night

Thugs

It’s an
Porky
Porky

Jitters

Jan.
3

7, ’39

4. Apr.

22, ’39
Dec. 3
Jan. 28

(7)

Apr.

(7)

111 Wind

(7)

and Teablseuit
in Egypt (7)

Porky

the

Gob

(7)

Movie

Porky’s

Naughty

Mystery

26

Jan.

28

22, ’39
Nov. 5
Nov.

26

(7).. Mar.

11

Nephew

(7). Oct. 15

Porky’s Tire Trouble (7)
Feb.
The Lone Stra»g«r and Porky
(7)
Christopher

Columbus

(7)
MELODY
Artie

Shaw

Jan.

jr.

May

MASTERS
and

(10)
Blue Barron

&

18

7, ’39
13, ’39

Orchestra
Oreh.

Apr. 29, ’39
(10) . Jan. 21, ’39

Clyde Lucas & Orch. (10) . .Jan. 7, '39
Clyde McCoy & Orchestra
(10)
Mar. 18
Dave Apollon and His Orchestra
(11)
Dec. 24
Dave Apollon
(• ■ )
Happy

and

Felton

Orch.
&

and

Larry

&

19

Dirty

(7) May

Alugs

6, 39

(7) . . . .Nov.

6

of

Independence
Nov.

in

I lie

1! title

26

Rouse

(21)
Feb. 11, ’39
Sons of the Plains (19) . .July 30, ’38
Mauch
Twins, Rosella Towns.
Sons of Liberty (20)
Swingtime 111 the Movies
(20) on
Fun

the

Warner

May

lot

20, ’39

Jan.
with

7,
’39
Fritz

Feld, Katherine Kane, John Carroll, CharleB
Foy
and
Jerry
Colonna.
SPECIALS
Pow

Wow

Immortal
The

(New

Tech.
Oct.

Bmsh

Alaster’s

Vaudeville

Nov.

19

Touch

(10) . . . .Feb.

18

VARIETIES

Interlude

(..).. Nov.

Crawfords at Home
( . . ) . .Apr.
Dean of the Pasteboards
(10)
Gadgeteers

1

(9)

VITAPHONE
A

Series)

(9)

19

15, ’39
May

27

Feb.

18

(10)

Tax
Trouble (10)
Kobbin’ Good
(10)
Ski Girl (10)
Table Manners
TRUE

His

(By

Defying

His

His

Jan.

14, '39
Oct. 15

ADVENTURES
Floyd

A Minute F'rom
Chained (..)

High

18, ’39
Dec. 10

Death

Peril

Gibbons)

Death

( 11) . . . Alar. 4
Apr. 1

(12)

(12)

Oct.

15

Feb.

18

The Human
Toils of the

Bomb
(12) .. .Jan. 7, ’39
Luw
(12)
Nov. 12

Treacherous

Waters

Fires

(12) . . . .Dec.

(11)

10

May

6

SERIALS
COLUMBIA
Flying: G-Men
15 chapters.
Robert Paige.
Craig,

Richard

Mandrake
the
12 chapters.
Secret
(15

Jan.
Lorna

of

Treasure

Daredevils

treasure

28, '89
James

Fiske.

Magician

episodes).

pirate’s
island.

Gray,
. . . May

6, *39

Island. . .Mar.
Story

on

an

REPUBLIC
of the Red

of

17

burlod

adventurer’s

Circle

12 Chapters
June 10 ’39
Charles Quigley, Herman
Brix, David Sharps, Carole Landis, Miles
Mander, Charles Middleton.
Hawk
of the Wilderness
Dec. 3
12 chapters. Herman
Brix, Jill
Martin.
Lone Ranger Rides Again . Feb. 25, *39
15 Chapters. Robert
Livingston,
Jinx Falken, Chief Thunder Cloud.

8

UNIVERSAL
Buck
Rogers
Apr. 11, *39
12 Chapters. Larry Crabbe, Jackie
Moran,
Constance
Moore,
Jack
Mulhall.

4

Orchestra
Oct. 22

Orchestra

and

(11)

Mar.

3

May 20, ’39
Orchestra
Nov.

and

31

Apr.
Orchestra

(10)
Ray Kinney
(10)

(7)

(..).. Dec.
Feb.

Jimmy
Dorsey
(10)
(10)
Merle Kendrick

Play

Education

Orchestra

&

Jerry Livingston
(10)

Clinton

Dec.
(7)... Nov.

An

1

Nov.

Apr.

(7)

Porky's

Apr.
22, ’398
(..).Dec.

Watchman

With

Voodoo

Doc

17

Dinosaur

in Hollywood

Will

Roving Camera
(10) Mar. 25, ’39
LOONEY
TUNES
CARTOONS

Daffy

Dec.
the

Naughty
But Mice (7) ..May 20, ’39
Prest-O Change-O
(7)
Mar. 25
Kobinhood Makes Good (7)... Feb. 11

20, '39

Illustrated,

Chicken

(7)

and

Closing

(10)
Mechanix

The

Mar. 1 1
(7) . Apr. 8

Ham-Ateur
Night (7) . . . . Jun. 28, ’39
Johnny Smith & Poker Huntas
(7)
Oct. 22
Little Pancho Vanilla (7)
Oct. 8

11

(20) . . . . Oct. 29

(21)

Shadows

F eb. 2?
Color)

(In

Dog Gone Modern
(7) . . . . Jan. 14, '39
Goldrush Daze (7)
Feb. 25

Sept. 21

Town

Out

(7) Duck
Daffy

4

Feb.

For

Duck

31

(20)

Two

Me

Daffy

Alar. 18

Idol

The

Count

Reservations

Rhythm

MELODIES

A Day at the Zoo ( 7 )
Bars and Stripes Forever

(^Lincoln

June 3, ’39
Nov. 12

(20)
in

Orchestra

(18)

(20)

Home

&

Declaration

(20)

Broadway
Bucltaroo
Cleaning Up (..)

Morgan

(11)
MEKRIE

TECHNICOLOR

(..)

Trouble

Russ

You're

BREVITIES

Chance

(10)
Mechanix

(7)

5, *39

(20)
May
THE
COLOR
PARADE
(New Series)

Universal

No.

BROADWAY

China

Armed

3

Vitaphone

To.vland
4

United Artists
Fire

6

... .Apr.

UNIVERSAL
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

27

Jan.

Pussycat

(6)

Freedom

Seeing Spots (20)
Sophomore
Swing

(7)

Bears

Eternal

of

Rollin’

Nov.
Three

. . . .Mar.

SPECIAL

24

(7)
©The

5
2
6

June
KEEL

Mar.
Nick

Again

Dec.
Jan.
Feb.

. May
1, ’393
.... July

30
18

(7)

Rides

.

No. 62 (9)
No. 63 (9)

Dec.
Nov.

Pharmacy
Follies (18) ... .May 17, ’39
Three
Playboys, Frazee
Sisters,

Series)

Poppas

24

(7)

the

MENTONE

(10)

WHITLEY

Feb.

Up

No. 56 ( 9)

COMEDIES

(10)

picture

Frame

GOING
PLACES
WITH
GRAHAM
MCNAMEE
No. 55 ( 9)

SPORTSCOPE

Bow Strings
Archery.

and

(7)
The Stranger

One

weekly

Big Leaguers (9)
The Chicago Cubs
the pennant chase.
Dogs

Slipper

Comer

Owl

25

Plumh Crazy (16)
Feb. 3
Pat C. Flick as a plumber causes
considerable commotion
on a job.
PATHE

New

17, ’39

CARTUNE

twice

FLASH

Glass

17, '39

Feb.

SCENIC

(11) . . . .Nov.

PARADE

RADIO

Bird

©The

Mar.

G-Man

Herman

Oct. 10
. . .Nov. 21

28, ’39

in Doomsday

in the

FICTION

58 (9)

Boarder

©Nutty
Network
(7)
One Gun Gary in the
of Time
(7)

NEWS

Released

Goose

(7)

No. 57 (9)

Feb. 3, ’39
(10) .. .Oct. 14

(7)

Goose

(7)
©Housewife

©The

Jan. 20, '39
Ortego, Sisters

Moonlight

Gandy

The

Feb. 17, ’39
(10)
Mar. 17
Gypsy Orchestra.
Karavaeff, Luba

Tropical Topics (10)
The Rimacs, Rosita
Virginia.
Venetian

14, ’39
Boys,

Rhythm

Talent Auction (10)
Irene Beasley, Five
Robinson, The Merry
Bernard.

Feet

8, ’39

Feb. 27
Oct. 3

No. 56 (9)

TWO

Apr.

(10)

Gandy Goose in
Jitters (7)

MUSICALS

Arcade Varieties (11) ... .May 12, ’39
East & Dumke, Lillian Roth, Frazee Sisters, Gilrone & Starr.

Gendin,

Siam

May 12
number
one

Apr.
Eton

...

13

25

Jan. 20, ’39
MAGIC

Viking Trail (10)
TERRY-TOONS

of the

Hello Mama
(11)
George Jessel, Four
Frieda Sulivan.

(. . )

Feb.

(. . )

< 7)
The Cat and the Bell
No. 55
(9%)
STRANGER
THAN

New

Apr. 14, ’39
Orient.

NC-ATLAS

ski

Neighbors

Isle of Pleasure (11)
I.and of Contentment
Mystic

8(18)

RAY

Good

26

Nellie of the Circus (7) .. .May
The Birth of a Toothpick

Should

THOMAS

(7)... Dec.

No. 65 ( . . )

Know
Nov.

Inventor

Blackbird

No. 59 (9)

(11)
Mar. 31, ’39
FOX
MOVIETONE
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

Know
(10)
LOWELL

Blue

No.

Forecasts,

What Every
(10)
Whnt Every

Little

CARPET

Young
Crisis.

A

(9)

Toppers

Shooting

Dec. 23
Tomor-

and

Oddities

Timber

30, ’39

line.

5(18)
Refugee — Today

\o. 6(18)
The State

Vo.

Daily Diet of Danger (10) .Jan. 6, ’39
ED
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June
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Nov. 28

CAMERAMAN
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OF TIME
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OF A NEWS

36
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(21)
his

12

Hawaiians

Oregon

Trail

(15 chapters)

John

Mack
Brown,
Louise Stanley, Bill Cody jr., FHizzy Knight,
Ed LeSaint, James Blaine, Jack C.
Smith, Roy Barcroft.
Scouts to the Rescue
Jan. 17, *39
12 Chapters. Jackie Cooper, Jack
Mulhall, Vondell Darr, Bill Cody

Oct. 1
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Goo king & ka.it
TO

A

j

GUIDE

DECEMBER

24

p>4| Comedy Mystery 9000
There’s That Woman
Again (70)
Melvyn Douglas
Virginia Bruce
R— Dec. 17

CURRENT

DECEMBER
[29] Melodrama
Smashing the Spy
(63)
Ralph Bellamy
Fay Wray
R — Jan. 28

31
9015
Ring

RELEASES

JANUARY

JANUARY

7

[~5~| Melodrama
9035
Homicide
Bureau (59)
RB.— Cabot-R.
Feb. 11 Hayworth

|e 1
Water

Western(54) Wl-1
Rustlers

Dorothy

Page;

R-Mar.

18

|~g~| Action
Drama 313
Long
Shot (69)
Gordon Jones
Marsha Hunt R — Dec. 31

[23] Comedy Drama 916
The Girl Downstairs (77)
(For. The Awakening of
Katerina)
Franchot Tone
Franclska Gaal
R — Dec. 31

|2i] Western
Wild Horse Canyon
(For. Last Outlaw)
Jack Randall
R — Jan. 7

3852
(50)

[3q[ Musical Drama 910
^©Sweethearts (110)
N.
R — Eddy-J.
Dec. 24 MacDonald

|2jj| Melo
Tough
Kid dram
(61) a
F. Darro-J. Allen
R— Jan. 14

|~6~|
Historical
918
Stand
Up and Drama
Fight (95)
Wallace Beery
Robert Taylor
R — Jan. 7

JANUARY

14

21

JANUARY

Thundering West (67)
[12] Western
9203
Chas. Starrett
Iris
Meredith
R — Apr.
15

Frontiers
of ’49 (54)9212
Western
R[19]
11
B.— Mar.
Elliot-B.
DeAlcaniz

Trigger Pals (55)
Western
[14]Jarrett
Art
Lee Powell
A1
R — St.
Jan.John
21

Ride ’Em Cowgirl
Dorothy Page
R — Jan.Western
28
[20]

WI-13

28

Lone
(67) Wolf Spy Hunt
[27] Melodrama
9014
Daughter)
(For. Lone Wolf’s
Warren
William
Ida
Luplno
R — Jan.
28

(52)
WI-2

Four GirlsDrama
In White (70)
[27|
921 rir
F. Rlce-A. Marshal
A. Rutherford R — Jan. 28 ,

[13] Action
Burn
’Em UpDrama
O’Connor919
R
—(67)
Jan. O’Keefe
14
Dennis

Idiot’s
Delight
(107) 920 p_
|27] Comedy
Drama
Norma Shearer
Clark Gable R — Feb. 4
Convict’s Code (63)
Ann
[l8| Nagel
Melodrama
RRobert
— Feb. Kent
18

3819

3822

Drifting Westward (49)
[25I Western
3854
Jack Randall
R — Mar. 25

fi
!j
j.
_

sU
U

[23] Com. Drama
3810
Tom Sawyer, Detective
(68)
Donald O'Connor
Billy Cook
R— Dec. 24

804
Western
[22]
Red River Range (66)
Three Mesqulteers
R — Apr. 29
852
Western
|23|
Shine on Harvest Moon (5 7)
Roy Rogers-Mary Hart
R— May 27

edy
ComModels
|3p] and
Artists
Abroad (90)
J. Benny-Joan
R—
Nov. 5

3817

Bennett

Disbarred (58)
[Y] Action Drama
Otto Kruger
Gail Patrick
R— Jan. 14

820
drama (64)
[27] Melo
Federal
Man-Hunt
R. Livingston
J. Travis
R — Jan. 14

on Drama
[22] Acti
Trade
Winds (94)
Fredrlc March
Joan Fontaine
R— Dec. 31

Drama
|30| Action
cky (95)
©Kentu
Loretta Young
Richard Greene
R — Dec. 24

923

808
Fighting
Drama
[jj] ActionThoroughbreds
(65)
Mary Carlisle
Ralph
R— Jan. Byrd
21

MIvSCELLA
WANE
RN-F.ER
OUS

914

|~6~|
922
WhileAction
New Drama
York Sleeps
(61)
(For. Inside Story)
Michael Whalen
Jean
Rogers
R
— Oct.
22

3820

Paris Honeymoon
|7]
Musical (85)
3821
B.
Gaal
R — Crosby-F.
Dec. 24

8
[3
l
D

Pride of the Navy (63)
[26]
822
JamesAction
Dunn Drama
RRochelle
— Jan. 28Hudson

Mysterious
Miss X (62)
[lo] Mystery-Comedy
809
Mary Hart
RMichael
— Jan. Whalen
21

Great Man Votes (70)
[13]
Comedy
913
John Barrymore
Peter Holden
R — Jan. 14

Charlie
Chan Drama
in Hono[13]
Action
928
lulu (65) R— Dec. 24
S. Toler-P. Brooks

Arizona Legion (58)
|2o|
R — Jan. Western
14
Geo. O’Brien

982

Smiling Along (85)
R
17
[20]
Musical
G.— Dec.
Fields-M.
Maguire 933

©Jesse
JaniesDrama
(105) 92t
|27| Outdoor
T. Power-N. Kelly
H. Fonda
R — Jan. 21

i

Mr. Moto’s Last Warn[2o| Melodrama
926
ing (71) R Cortez
— July 30
P. Lorre-R.

Topper Takes a
(78)
Comedy
Connie
[12] Bennett
Roland
R — Jan. Young
7

Last
[5]

Warning
(63)
Melodrama
Preston Foster
Frances Robinson
R — Dec. 10

3027

Trip

Son of
Frankenstein
(94)
|l3|
Horror
Drama 3004
Basil Rathbone
Boris Karloff
Bela

Lugosi

R — Jan.

Honor of the West
Western
[13]
B. Booker-M. Bell

with Mus.
Com.Places
Cp]
Going
(84) FN359
Dick Powell
Anita Louise
R — Dec. 24

21

Herbert
Mantan

Gambling Ship (60)
|2o|
Action
Drama 3023
Robert
Wilcox
R — Dec.Mack
24
Helen
IF

(58)
3055

[13]
Com.
They
MadeDrama
Me a WB307
Criminal
(89)
R — Jan.
7
John
Garfield

[~7~| NegroRides
Western
Sack
ITnriem
the Range
(• .)

104

(62)

[20] Melodrama
Gladys
Swarthout
RLloyd
— Jan.Nolan
21

j

Duke of Dra
West
ma Point
[29]
(106)
Louis Hayward
Joan Fontaine
R — Dec. 24

n Drama 3015
H| Actio
oys Home (73)
Newsb
Jackie Cooper
Wendy Barrie
R — Jan. 28

[24] Action Drama WB303
Dawn Patrol (103)
Errol Flynn
Basil Rathbone
R — Dec. 24

Ambush
3819

«

Pacific Liner Drama
(76)
[jf| Action
Victor McDaglen
Chester
Morris
R — Dec. 31

[23] Com. with Music 917
Thanks for Everything
(70)
Adolphe Menjou
Arleen Whelan
Jack Oakle
R — Dec. 10

3818

Zaza (86)
|l3|
Drama
Claudette Colbert
R — Jan. 7Marshall
Herbert

Off the Record (68)
[iTi| Com. Drama WB314
(For. Unfit to Print)
Pat
O’Brien
Blondell
RJoan
— Jan.
28

King of the Underworld
|2b| Melodrama WB317
(69)
RKay
— Jan.
14
Francis
Humphrey
Bogart

|

Smoi. t 1 -nils ( . . )
|15| "'oSto’n Metropolitan
Bob “ h el©

Jeffrey
Moreland
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FEBRUARY

4

FEBRUARY

8014 1
Nt

11

FEBRUARY

GUIDE

FEBRUARY

18

Texas
Western(57) 9204
[9] Stampede
C. Starrett-I. Meredith

25

9029
a
n aDram
ActioIs
[22]
(59)
My
Son
Criminal
Alan Baxter
R— Mar. 18 Wells
Jacqueline

9038
Drama
[Jo] Action
North
of Shanghai (59)
B. Furness-J. Craig
R — Mar. 11

923
Drama (91)
[Jo] Comedy
Huckleberry
Finn
M. Rooney-W. Connolly
R — Feb. 18

Fast ]andCom
Loose
(79)
edy
[JJ
Robert
Montgomery
Rosalind
R— Feb. 18Russell

924

m
Ring
FreedoWith
Let Drama
926
Music(86)
[24]
Nelson Eddy
RVirginia
— Feb.

TO

MARCH

MARCH

11

|

RELEASES

CURRENT

J

4

Let Us Live (69)
9007
a
R— Feb. Dram
18
[28]
H. Fonda-M. O’Sullivan

Blondie Meets the
[JJ]
Comedy
(70)
(For. Blondie Steps

Boss
9009
Out)

RPenny
— Mar. Singleton
4
Arthur Lake

9l|
- 1 |~3~| Com. with Music 922
J| Honolulu (86)
jl Eleanor Powell-Burns &
o iff Allen-Robert Young
R— Feb. 4

Bhait

Booking

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

26
Bruce

[~3~|

Comedy

980
Ice Foiling of 1939
Joan Crawford
[Jo]
Jimmy
Stewart
R — Mar.
Lew
Ayres11

^Pygmalion
Leslie
Howard (87)
R — Dec. Hiller
10
Wendy

(82)
925

, {

11 1 Action
1,1 Navy

6) |Fay

Drama

Secrets
Wray-G.

R— Feb.

18

3805
(62)
Reporter
Star
3822
Drama
|22| Action
W. Feb.
Hull-Marsha
Hunt
R—
26

3862
Wes
Sundown
on ter
the n Prairie
[JJ]

(60)
Withers

Reissue 3828
1[JJ] Drama
Little Pal (66)
(For. The Healer)
M. Rooney-R. Bellamy

21 [Yj Mus. Romance
3822
) St. Louis Blues (87)
Lloyd Nolan
Dorothy Lamour
R — Jan. 28

(53)
Tex Ritter
R — April 1

Rolling
Westward
|~T]
Western
Tex Apr.
Ritter
R—
1

(57)
3863

Mystery Plane (60)
18 1 Action Drama
(Form. Sky Pirate)
John

Trent

3809

R — Mar.

4

Mystery of Mr. Wong
|JJ] Melodrama
3806
(67) Karloff-D.
R— Mar. 18Tree
Boris

3823
Dramga
n Hidin
[Jo] Actio
ns in
Perso
(69)
Lynne
Overman
J. Carrol Nalsh
R — Jan. 28

Boy Trouble edy
(74)
3824
Com
[JJ]
(For. Two
Weeks
With
C. Ruggles
R —Pay)
Feb. 4

Sunset Trail (68)
3857
Western
I24]
W.
Boyd
R — Oct. 29

Cafe Society (83)
[JJ]
Drama
Madeleine Carroll
Fred MacMurray
R— Feb. 11

3826

F.

808

ma
Dra
Doctor
(65)

Inescort

R — Feb.

4

(89)
3863

, , . one third of a nation
3825
(75)
Drama
!5]
R — Sidney-L.
Feb. 11
S.
Erlkson

1!
|
[Jp
Woman

Beachcomber, The
Charles Comedy
Laughton
[Jq]
R — Dec. 2
Elsa Lanchester

I

drama
Melo
Gorged
Passport
(G4) 823
[15]
Paul Kelly-June Lang
R — Feb. 11

Was

a

Convict

(62)

[JJ]
Melodrama
Barton
R—
Feb. MacLane
26
Beverly Roberts

824

842
n (58)
Home
the ter
Prairie
[Jo] on Wes
G. Autry-S. Burnette
R— Feb. 18

[JJ] Comedy

Drama

Fisherman's Wharf
Bobby Breen
Leo Carrillo
R — Feb. 4

844
(71)

911

ama
Melodr
[Jo] Slaves
Boy
(71)
(For. Pure In Mind)
Anne Shirley

Roger Daniel
R — Jan. 21

912
[JJ] Action Drama
gJGunga Din (117)
Doug
Fairbanks jr.
Joan
Fontaine-C.
Grant
R — Feb.
4

Beauty
the
Asking 915
edy
Com
I24] for
(64)
L. Ball-D. Wood
R — Jan. 28

Reissue

Star of Midnight
(90)
Reissue
Drama
[JJ|
G. Rogers-Wm.
Powell

Drama
Com.Musket
|JJ|
eers927
Three
TheRom.
(72)
Ritz Bros.-Don AmecheBinnie Barnes
R— Feb. 11

Nerve (68)
Pardon Our Drama
931
[24] Action
R — Nov.
19
Williams
Bari-G.
Lynn

Lost
(73)
Drama
[JJ] Patrol
Victor

McLag'en

12 Crowded Hours (64)
[Y| Action Drama
917
Richard Dix
Lucille
R—
Feb. Ball
18

j

929
Comedy
|JJ]
Arizona Wildcat (69)
Jane Withers
Leo Carrillo R — Nov. 12

a
|Jq] Actio
Tail
Spin n(83)Dram

Alice Faye-C.
Nancy Kelly
R— Feb. 4

925

Bennett-

Drama
[Jq]
Made Come
fordyBach Other
(85)
Carole Lombard
Jimmy
Stewart
R — Feb. 11

1

3033
[JJ] Action Drama
Pirates of the Skies (61)
Rochelle Hudson
Kent Taylor

3056
Western
|Jq|
Phantom
Stage (57)
Bob Baker
Marjorie Reynolds

j~4| Action Drama
FN371
Torcliy in Chinatown
(58)
Glenda Farrell
Barton MacLane

|JJ] Action Drama
WB309
Wings of the Navy (89)
Geo. Brent
Olivia de Havilland
R — Jan. 21

BOXOFFICE
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Friend
(75)
[T|
Comedy
Wife,
Husband
and
Loretta Young
R
— Feb.
Warner

(61)
934

(92)

JohnFeb.
Wayne
R—
11

W. C. Fields
Bergen and McCarthy
R — Feb. 25

FN372
Drama
er
|Jg] Com.
Nancy
Drew,
Report

|25| My
terComedy
(85)Darling
Yes,

(67)
B. Granville-J.
R — Jan. 28

Priscilla Lane
Jeffrey Lynn
R— Feb. 11

Lltel

Story

[Jq]
Action
Drama
Michael
Whalen
R
— Oct.
22
Jean
Rogers

|JJ]
Outdoor
Claire
Trevor Drama

Society Smugglers
(70)
3024
Drama
[24]
(For. Key Woman)
Preston Foster
Irene Hervey
R — Mar. 11

edy an 3005
You
Can’t
Cheat
Com
]
[JJ
Honest
Man
(76)

Inside
930

18
Baxter

Stagecoach
King
of the
Turf a (87)
on Dram
[JJ] Acti
Adolphe Menjou
Dolores Costello
R — Feb. 18

Tlie Saint Strikes Back
[Jo]
Melodrama
918
R —(64)
Feb. 18
Geo. Sanders- W. Barrie

FN357
Daugh-

|~3~] Melodrama
3029
Risky Business (78)
Geo. Murphy
Dorothea
R—
Mar. 11Kent

[JJ]Air
Action
Dramaof
Secret
Service
(61)
Ronald

Reagan

R— Feb.
John
Lltel11

WB320
the

Spirit of Culver (90)
Jackie Cooper
3014
ma
R[Jq]
— Mar. Dra
4
Freddie Bartholomew

Kid (80)
Oklahoma
James
Cagney
WB308
Drama
[JJ] Outd’r Dane
Rosemary
R— Mar. 18 Bogart
Humphrey

OCTOBER,
S

Booking
A

MARCH

GUIDE

TO

MARCH

18

[l6l
Western
Lone Star Pioneers
Bill Elliot
Dorothy Gulliver
R — Apr. 15

9213
(56)

Bkati

S

CURRENT

APRIL

25

[24] Action Drama
Whispering: Enemies
J. Holt-D. Costello
R — Jan. 7

RELEASES

9023
(63)

1

M

T

W

NOVEMBER,

1939
T

F
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S

M

5
6
7
12 13 14
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26 27 38

[~3~| Comedy
Lady and the Mob
Fay Bainter-Ida
Lee
Bowman
R — Mar.
11

9013
(65)

Lupino-

1939

W
T
F
S
12
3
4
8
9 10 11
15 16 17 18
22 23 24 25
29 30

APRIL

APRIL 8

[30] Action
Drama(64) 9205
North
of Yukon
Chas. Starrett
Linda Winters

T

DECEMBER,

1939

S
31
3
10
17
24

F1

Action

Drama

Sergeant Mndden
Wallace Beery
Alan Curtis
R— Mar. 25

927

(80)

930
Society
(78)
Drama
|3l| Lawyer
V.— Apr.
Bruce-Walter
Pidgeon
R
1

[7] Drama
with
Music (113)
931
Broadway
Serenade
R — Apr. 8
J. MacDonald-L.
Ayres

T

W

T

S2

4
5
6
7
8
9
11 12 13 14 15 16
18 19 20 21 22 23
26 26 27 28 29 30

APRIL 22

15

First Offenders (61)
[l2|
Drama
9030
Walter Abel
R—
Mar. Roberts
11
Beverly

|3p[ Outdoor Drama
Romance
of Redwoods(67)
C. Bickford-J. Parker
R — Apr. 29

[17]
Melodrama
928
Within the Law
(65)
Ruth Hussey-Paul Kelly
R— Mar. 18

M

Kid From
Texas (70)
Rom.
Comedy
929
R|jj]
— Apr.
8
D. O'Keefe-F. Rice

Law
Comes to Texas
R
— May Western
27
[l6|
92L
Bill Elliott
(57)

Tire Hardys Hide High
(81)
934
Comedy
[21]
R — Apr.
22
M.
Rooney-L.
Stone

R-Al

n
ter
(59)
Smith
Trigg
[22]er Wes
•Tack Randall
R— May
13

|~5~| Melodrama
Undercover Agent
Russell Gleason
Shirley Deane

3854

3824
(56)

Yard
Wanted

3827
(57)

[24] Comedy(93)Drama
Midnight

3828

Claudette Colbert
Don Ameche
R — Mar. 11

Sudden Money
(62)
3829
Comedy
|l|
R—
Mar. 25
C. Ruggles-M.
Rambeau

|~7~|
Comedy
I’m
From
Missouri 3830
(77)
R—
25
Bob Mar.
Burns-Gladys
George

Silver on the Sage (68)
3858
Wm. ]Boyd
(Hopalong)
ern
West
R||j
— Feb. 18
fl3]
Western
853
Rough
Riders Roundup
(68)
R. Rogers-M. Hart
R — Mar. 25

|2p|
Comedy
My Wife’s Relatives
Higeins Family
R — Mar. 11

810
(65)

Mexicali Roseter
(58)
n
Wes
|27| Autry
Gene

Never Say Die (80)
[14]
3832
R—
Mar.
11 - Music Raye
Bob Comedy
Hope-Martha

Western
983
in Sundown
(57)

Geo.
O’Brien
R — Mar.
11

(66)
920

Lynne

Lime
Cali
|2i|
Back
(85)

Drama
3833
Door to Heaven

1 jjs
Th

Wallace
MeR— Apr. Ford-Aline
15
Mahon-Patricia
Ellis

El
Rlew

[19]
Western
854 ||
Frontier Pony Express
1s

Night Riders (58)
R
— Apr. West
8
ern
Three
[l2| Mesquiteers

843

Almost a Gentleman
Drama
[3Y]
J.
Wood
R — Ellison-H.
Mar. 11

Scotland

Secret
Police (55) 3831
[14]
Melodrama
Bulldog Drummond's
J. Howard
R — Apr. 8

865

Smiley
R
— Apr. Burnette
1

[24]
Trouble

(62)
by

RJames
— -Apr. Stephenson
29
Betty

(l7] Melodrama
King of Chinatown
Akim
Tamiroff
Anna May Wong
R — Mar. 11

3829

Melodrama
Streets of New York (73)
[12]
Drama
3802
Jackie Cooper
Marjorie
Reynolds
R
— Apr. 15

|~^~| Comedy
Love
Affair

Drama
(87)

Irene
Dunne-Chas.
R— Mar.
18

916
Boyer

They Made
Her a Spy
[l7| Action Drama
920
(67)
R— Mar. 25
Sally Bilers-Allan Lane

(57)
Roy Rogers
Mary
Hart
R
— Apr.
15

C
K

Fixer Dugan
(68)
R—
29
|2i]Apr.
Action
Drama
922
Lee Tracy-Peggy Shannon

i

FlyingBiog.
Irishman
(73) 919
Drama
[Y|
Douglas
Corrigan
R—
Mar. 11
[17] Com. with Music 932
©Little Princess (93)
Shirley Temple
Richard Greene
R — Feb. 25

[24| Comedy
Drama
935
Everybody’s Baby (62)
Jones Family
R — Dec. 3

Winner

936
a
dram
Hound
of
Basker[31]
villes Melo
(80)the

Mr.
Moto
ondram
Danger
a
(64)
Melo
m Island

R. Greene- W.
B. Rathbone
R — Apr. 1

Peter Lorre
Jean Hersholt
Amanda
Duff
R — Mar. 18

Barrie

[l5|
Drama
Prison Without Bars
(79)
Edna
Best
Corinne Luehaire
R — Feb. 26

ELLWAA
NR-NEFE.ORU
S

[17] Melodrama
3037
Mystery of the White
Hoorn (58)
B. Cabot-H. Mack
R — Apr. 1

Story
of Alexander
Graham
Bell (97)
Drama
[X4]

938

Take

Inspector Hornleigh (76)
R— Apr. 22
945
a
G.
Harker-Miki
Hood
Melodram
[21]

3001

FN3G1
[25] Action Drama
Blackwell’s Island (71)
J. Garfield-R. Lane
R — Mar. 4

Family
[31]

Next Door
Comedy

(63)
3020

Hugh
Herbert
Joy Hodges
R — Apr. 15

On Trial
(62)
|T|
Melodrama
John Litel
Margaret
R—
Mar. 25Lindsay

East
Side of Heaven 3006
p7~| Comedy-Music
B. (88)
Crosby-J.
R—
Apr.
15

(71)

Heights
Oliver
Hardy-Billie
R—
Mar.
18
Plarry
Langdon
Comedy
[21]

Merle Oberon
ama
RLaurence
— Apr. 1 Dr
Olivier
n

|24| Com. with Music
Three Smart Girls
Grow Up (87)
Deanna
Durbin
Nan Grey
R — Mar. 25

(61)

Don
Ameche-Loretta
RYoung-Henry
— Apr. 8
Fonda

Zcnobia
(103)
OWutherlng

Ail

R|2i]
— Feb.
25y
939
Drama
Comed
Tony
Martin-Gloria Stuart

Blondell

WB323
City (104)
©Dodge
Errol
Flynn
WB304
r Drama
Outd’
[jfj
Olivia
de
R — Apr. 8 Havilland

Code of the Streets
Harry
Carey Drama
[lJ| Action
Frankie Thomas
Juanita
R — Jan. Quigley
28

Women

(70)
3019

in the Wind(65)
WB316
drama
|f5] Melo
Kay
Francis
Wm.
Gargan
R-Feb. 4

Big Town Czar (66)
Barton
MacLane
n Drama
Actio
R[21]
— Apr.
22
Eve Arden

Dark

Victory

Burkt

3018

(106)

Bette Davis
FN354
Drama
[22]
George Brent; R-Mar. 11

MIv SC

)l8| Action Drama
WB321
Adventures of June
Arden (58)
R. Towne
R — Feb. 18

937

106
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■1 [27]
Western
9206
Spoilers of the Range (58)
Chas. Starrett
Iris Meredith
R — June

M
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MAY

|~4~|
Drama
9031
Outside These Walls (61)
D. Costello-M. Whalen
R — June 3

29

(Zhatt
JUNE 3

30

MAY

13

MAY

20

10

Missing Daughters
(58)
[22] Action Drama
9027
Richard Arlen-Marian
Marsh
R — Apr. 29

ern 9207
f] WestMeredith
[jStarrett-I.

Western

Caravans

27

Have
Angels Drama
Only
9001
[25] Action
Wings (122) R-May 20
C. Grant-J. Arthur

Blind Alley (71) ma
|^J| Action Dra
C. Morris-A. Dvorak
R — Apr. 29

(. . )

C.

Exile Express
(70)
301
Drama
|l3j
Anna Sten-Alan Marshal
R — Feb. 18

Panama
Patrol
(69)
|2p| Action
Drama
Leon Ames
Charlotte
R— Feb. 25Wynters

|

Trapped
in the
Sky
|~j] Action
Drama
J. Holt-K. DeMille

(118)
[J1 Adventure
1071

Lost Horizon
reissue
Ronald

Colman

Singing
Dorothy
Page
R — June Cowgirl
3

314

(61)
9024

[31]

(57)

Western

VVI-3

Six GunWest
Rhythm
(57)
WI-19
ern
[13]
Tex
Fletcher-J.
Barclay
R — Feb.
18

J i [28]

Drama

932

Calling: Dr. Kildare (8 6)
Lew Ayres-Lynn Carver
Lionel Barrymore
R — Apr. 29

[5]
Lucky

Comedy
Night
(82)

Myrna
R— May Loy-Robert
6

933
Taylor

Tell
Tales Drama
(69)
Action
[12] No
Melvyn Douglas
Louise Platt
R — May
20

935

936
It’s
a Wonderful
Comedy World
[l9|
(86)
R— Colbert-J.
May 13
C.
Stewart

Hridal Suite (69)
937
[26]
(For. Come
Maiden dy
Voyage)
R — May
27
Robt. Young- Annabella

Down
Trail the
(62)Wyoming
ern
West
[X8]

Wolf Call (65)
Action
Drama
R[22]
— May
27
John Carroll-Movita

1
J~l~l Action Drama
3820
Boys Reformatory (61)
Frankie Darro
R — May 6

Tex

3864

Ritter

3813

Across

the

Plains

(53)

ernof 3855
(For.
Riders
the
[Y]
Rio West
Grande)
R
— June
3
Jack
Randall

!
|28| Comedy

Drama

3834

The

Lady’s From
Kentucky (77)
Ellen Drew-George
Raft
R — Apr. 15

[~5~|
UnionOutdoor
PacificDrama
(137)
Barbara Stanwyck
Joel McCrea
R — May 6

3835

Hotel
(80) 3836
Drama
[J2] Imperial
I. Miranda-R. Milland
R — Apr. 22

Some

Like

It Hot

(65)
3837
Bob Hope-Shirley
Musical Ross
p|
Gene
Krupa
R — May
13

Unmarried
(66)
R|26|
— May Dram
27
3838
a
B. Jones-H.
Twelvetrees

Stolen

Life

(90)

Grarie Allen Murder Case
[2]
Comedy
3839
R —(76)
May 13
Grade
Allen
Warren
William

3864
R[26]
— Apr. Dram
29
a
E.
Bergner-M. Redgrave

|25| Action Drama
811
Street of Missing Men
(65)
Chas. Bickford-H. Carey
R — Apr. 29

844
n
Wester
Blue Montana
Skies
(56)
[5]
Gene Autry- June Storey
R — May
6

866
Three
Steers
ern (59)
West
J15] Texas
The Three Mesquiteers

Man
of Conquest
(97) 801
[l5| Outdoor
Spectacle
Richard Dix-Gail Patrick-Edward Ellis
R — Apr. 15

Southward Ho! (58)
Western
[l8|
R. Rogers-M. Hart
|28|
Rookie
j Tim

Melodrama
Cop (60)

Holt;

R-Apr.

812

855

923
|~5~] Comedy
Sorority
HouseDrama
(63)

29

838
Musical
1 [28]
! Story
of
Vernon
t.ncl

F.

The Zero Hour
(62)
R — May
27
Frieda
Drama
[27] Inescort

Anne
Shirley-J.
R — Apr. 22

924

Ellison

[12] Melodrama
l'anama
I.ad.v (65)
L.
R— Ball-A.
May
13

925

Racketeers
Range (GO)of the
984
Western
[26]
Geo. O’Brien: R — May 20

Lane

Girl

From
Mexico (71)
928
Comedy
[2] Velez-Donald
Lupe
Woods

Irene Castle (92)
Astaire-G. Rogers

jj R —

Mar.

18

|28| Outdoor Drama
! Return of the Cisco

940
Kid

(71)
R— Apr. 29
1 Warner
Baxter
Lynn Barl-Henry Hull
|28|

Musical

[~5~| Action Drama
941
Chasing Danger (60)
Preston Foster
Lynn Bari
R — Jan. 7

8012

| Climbing High (71)
J. Matthews:
R-Apr.22

al
Rose of Music
Washington
[l2|
Square (86)
Alice Faye

942

Hoy
Friend
(70)dy
Come
[19]
R — Withers-A.
May 13
J.
Whelan

943

The Gorilla (66)
|26| May
Com. Melodrama
R—
Ritz Bros.27

944

Tyrone Power
A1 Jolson
R — May 13

Captain

Fury

wood (60) Drama
[~2~] Comedy
946
Jones Family in HollyJed Prouty
R — May
27
Shirley Deane

(90)

Victor
McLaglen-June
Actio
R—
13n Drama
[26]May
Lang- Brian Aherne

|28| Comedy
Drama
For Love or Money
June Lang
, Robt. Kent
R— Apr.

[29]

3030
(66)

Ex-Champ
(72)
[19] Action Drama
3010
Victor McLaglen
R — May
20
Nan Grey-Tom
Brown

They
Asked Drama
for It 3040
(61)
[26] Action
B. Lundigan-J. Hodges

|20| Action
FN364
You
Can’t Drama
Get Away
With Murder (78)

Service
(62)
Code
of the
Secret FN374
[27] Action
Drama
R — May 13
R. Reagan-R.
Towne

22

Comedy

FN373

Sweepstakes Winner
M. Wilson-J. Davis
R — Apr. 22

JOXOFFICE

(59)

:: June

|~6~| Action Drama
FN353
Confessions of a Nazi

[13] Action Drama
WB322
Torchy Runs for Mayor

Spy (102)
Edw. G. Robinson
Lya Lys
R — Apr. 29

(60)
Glenda
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Farrell

Barton Mac-Lane
R — April 1

R — Jan.
28
H.
Bogart-Gale

Page

Inside Information (62)
R — June 10
June Lang-Dick Foran
Action Drama
[2]

Man Who
Dared (60)
[3] Comedy
Drama
FN375
(For. 1 Am
Not Afraid)
Jane Bryan
Chas.
Grapewin
R — April 8

U
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fle| Action Drama
939
Tarzan Finds a Son! (81)
Johnny Weissmuller
RMaureen
— June

3O’Sullivan

S

MAY.
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W
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Clouds
Over Drama
Europe ( . . )
[20| Action
(Form. “Q” Planes)
L. Olivier-V. Hobson

JULY
1
l’arents on Trial
Jean Parker
Johnny

Maisie
[23] (74)
Comedy
Ann
Sothern
Robert Young

940

JULY

(. . )
Man

Downs

From

Pilot

(.
920

They
Rita
Tom

Out

(. . )

Legs

(. . )

Paris

Stronger Than Desire
Drama
[30]
Virginia Bruce
Walter Pidgeon

Stunt

[To] Melodrama
3823
Should a Girl Marry?
(. .)
(For. Girl From Nowhere
Anne Nagel-Warren
Hull

15

Sundown

Charles Starrett
Iris
Meredith
Western
[15]

(. . )
941

|~7~|
Drama
On Borrowed
Time
Lionel Barrymore
Bobs Watson

(. . )

All Come
Johnson
Neal

Drama

[14]

(..)

John
Action Drama
I29] Trent
Marjorie Reynolds
Roll, Wagon, Roll
Western
[29]
Tex
Ritter

[~9~| Action Drama
3840
Undercover
Doctor (67)
Lloyd Nolan-J. C. Naish
R — May
27

S

24

Drama
g
Good
Girls Go to
Joan Blondell
Melvyn
Douglas
Comedy
[30]

[~9~| Melodrama
6,000 Enemies (61)
Walter Pidgeon
Rita Johnson
R — June 3

1940

T
W
T F
S
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6
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30
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JUNE

|l5]
Comedy
1072
Awful Truth (92) reissue
Irene Dunne

S

3841
Dra
[ie[
Invitation
to ma
Happiness
(99)
I. Dunne-F.
R — May 20

[23] Melodrama
Grand
Jury Secrets 3842
(68)
J.
Patrick
R — Howard-G.
May
20

MacMurray

Island of Lost Men
Anna
May Wong
ama
[3q| Melodr
Anthony
Quinn

( .3865
. )

(. . )

[~7~|
Musical
Man About Town
Jack Benny
Dorothy

(. . )

Lamour

Million

Dollar

BettyCom.
Grable
with
[Tj|
Jackie
Coogan

Music

Second

(. . )

Heritage
of Desert
(73)
3843
ern
West
[23]
D.
Venable
R — Woods-E.
Mar. 25

a
n Dram
S.
O. Actio
S. Tidal
Wave
|l2|

Byrd-K.
RR.
— June
3

ern
West
[ie]
Mountain
Rhythm
Gene

(60)

Sutton

Autry-S.

In Old Caliente
( . . ) 856
Western
[23]
Roy
Rogers-Mary
Hart

Mickey, the Kid ( . . )
Bruce
Cabot-Tommy
Ryan
Drama
[29]

845
(. . )

Burnette

926
drama (62)
[ie|
Girl
and Melo
the Gambler
(For. The Dove)
S. Duna-L.
Carrillo
R — June 10

Five
Back
ma (..) 927
Dra
[23]Came
Chester Morris
Wendy
Barrie

Saint in London
(. . )
929
|3p| Mystery Drama
Geo. Sanders
Sally Grey

Career ( . . )
Anne Shirley
p7~|
Melodrama
Edw. Ellis

Timber Stampede
(. . )
985
Western
[30]
Geo. O’Brien
Marjorie Reynolds

Drama
[9]
Young Mr. Lincoln
Henry
Fonda
Marjorie Weaver

947
(101)

948
|lg] Melod
Charlie
Chan rama
in Reno
(71)
S. Toler-Phyllls
R — June 3

Man
the ture
Iron
[15]in Adven
(• .)
Louis Hayward
Joan Bennett

Drama
[9]
The Sun Never Sets
Doug
Fairbanks jr.
Virginia Field
R — June 10

Brooks

a
[23] Coni. Drama
954
Susannah
the Mounties ( . . of
)
Shirley Temple
Randolph
Scott

950
It
Could
Happen
to You
Drama
y
Comed
|3p|
(72)
Stuart Erwin
RGloria
— June Stuart
3

Mr.

Melodrama
952
tion (65)
Moto Takes a Vaca-

R — Lorre-V.
Nov. 19
P.

Field

I'Tddle

Mask

House of Fear (66)
Melodrama
So]
William Gargan
Irene
20
R — MayHervey

(94)

3038

I

Stole

a

George

108

WB301

WB324
[Tt] Com. M-Drama
Nancy
ShooterDrew',
(69) Trouble
Bonita Granville
John Litel

(92)
Kokomo FN363
From Drama
Kid
[24] Action
Morris
Wayne
Blondel
Joan
27 l
R — May

(90)
But Nice
Naughty
c WB311
Com. -Musi
|Y| Sherid
an
Ann
Dick Powell

Hell’s

Kitchen

(. . )

Dead
End
Kids a
WB312
n Dram
[gj Actio
Margaret Lindsay

Million

Drama

Waterfront ( . . )
[J5I Action Drama
Denis Morgan
Gloria
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(. . )

Raft

|Y5]

[To] Hist. Drama
Juarez (127)
Paul Muni
Bette Davis
Brian Aherne
R — April 29

949

Sonja Henie
Tyrone Power
Musical
gj]

WB325

Dickson
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SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT.

Classified Ads
GENERAL

THEATRES.

10c Per Word,

Payable

in Advance.

Speakers. Two-way horn systems. If not
at your dealers, write us. The B ALLAN TYNE Co., 222 No. 16th St„ Omaha, Neb.

A

office,

BUY ON
available

on

quality theatre equipment. Take advantage of our low prices. Write S.O.S.
Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

for

4804

E.

franchises.
9th

St.,

DUO “SOUND MASTER”— The Golden
Voice of the Silver Screen. New low cost
economy and junior models. If not at
your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

DUO

“LIGHT MASTER”
super low intensity projection lamps. More light at no
increase in operating cost. If not at your
dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

16" OSCILLATING PANS, ONLY $12.95,
110 volts A. C., adjustable base, optional
wall mounting. Two speed switch, 8' cord,
durable finish, quiet operating. Rush order
to S.O S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

AIR CONDITIONING
PRICES

on

USED

and

THEATRE

TICKETS

UNEXCELLED
QUALITY — 50 rolls stock
tickets, $12.50; 20 rolls, $5.80; 100,000 special printed rolls or machine tickets,
$14.90. Shipping charges paid to 1,000
miles. Cash with order. Kansas City Ticket
Co., Dept. B, 1717 Wyandotte St.. Kansas
City, Mo.
:: June

10, 1939

on Request

*

RECOVERING

ARTIFICIAL LEATHER
MOLESKIN—
81c per yd.; Sateen, 60c yd. Six seats
from two yards. Samples on request.
Commercialeather,
ton.

116 Merrimac

St.. Bos-

BoxMo.

EQUIPMENT

THEATRES

WANTED

WANTED
TO BUY— Theatres in Virginia, West Virginia or North Carolina in
towns of less than 5,000. J. F. LOFTIS,
Brandy, Va.
WANTED:
Small town or suburban theatre in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois or Southeastern states. M. Preston, Windsor Drive,
Nashvil.e, Tennessee.
LEASE OR RENT Theatre, central or
northern Florida. State details. B-1125,
Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St , Kansas City,
Mo.

LOOK! Three Operadio amplifiers; one
C5 and two prior models; also one Radiart.
Cheap for cash. Cozy Theatre, Gravette,
Arkansas.

Utah,

FOR SALE — Two 35mm DaVry sound
projectors, each complete. Good condition.
$185.00 each. Roy C. Lee Co., 1705 McKinney, Dallas, Texas.

WANT THEATRE
in Southwest, population over 1,000. Prefer to lease, cash basis.
Write B-1130, Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

FOR SALE OR TRADE — Complete Simplex theatre equipment. Will sell, or trade
for large 4-passenger trailer or lake cabin.
Ray R. Swanson, Lake Bronson, Minnesota.
USED

CARBON

LIGHTING

SYSTEM—

Complete;
Portage,

with regulators. Excellent condition. Sacrifice — $75.00. Bill Nidetch,
Pa.

MIST

Spray

Nozzles,

water

to the finest spray possible; foolproof. Lots of 100 or more, 32c. Silent
steel rotor blowers and washed air units.
Dealers Wanted. G. A. Peterson, Victor
4075, 316 Southwest Blvd., Kansas City,
Mo.

THEATRE
& REBUILT

4804

E.

9th

4804

OR

small

THEATRES
IF YOU

HAVE

FOR

town

theatre —

THE

SALE

CASH,

I have

the

theatre. Excellent Mississippi town. Moneymaker. Price right. B-1123, Boxoffice,
4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
HELP

WANTED

If you are calling on theatres, and can
handle another item, it will pay you to
write us immediately. Nation-Wide
Corp., 449 W. 42nd St., New York.
OPERATORS

Kansas

CHAIRS.

City,

Mo.

4.000 used American. Heywood and Irwin chairs with upholstered spring-cushion seats; excellent condition; priced very
reasonable. Cinema Seating Co., 4431 N.
Kimball, Chicago, 111.
RE-SEAT
FOR
BIGGER
RECEIPTS.
S.O.S. offers 17,452 good used chairs, 7Jc
up. Greatest assortment, famous makes,
reconstructed, refinished. Photographs,
prices free. S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp.,
New York.
•

—

< Experienced

>;

Mfg.
every

state, movie circuits — car needed.
State Theatre, Pittsburgh, Pa.
POSITIONS

THEATRE

St.,

LEASE

Idaho, Oregon or California. Particulars first letter. B-1127, Boxoffice,
E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

CHAIRS

Thousands. Bargains. Meet all requirements. Subject prior sale. B-1118, Boxoffice,

BUY

MANAGER
WANTED — Must have experience. State Theatre, Litchfield, 111.

NOZZLES

broken

USED
MOUNTAIN-TOP
COOLNESS
FOR
YOUR
THEATRES
with S.O.S. DirectShot blowers, $39.50 up! Grills, diffusers,
$8.00 up. Roto-Mist spray nozzles, 67c
each. Free bulletin. S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

Rates

COMPLETE
BOOTH
EQUIPMENT—
Two Simplex with sound; two amplifiers;
speakers. $500.00 takes all. SLENKER
THEATRES, ROCK
ISLAND, ILLINOIS.

RAINBOW
new

slightly used air conditioning units, air
filters, washers, blowers, compressors
(refrigeration), cooling coils, heating coils,
motors, pumps, stokers. Cash or deferred
payments on approved credit. Write us
your requirements. Conditioned Air Co.,
926 N. Cass St.. Milwaukee, Wis.

BOXOFFICE

City,

SCREEN WHEEL, electrically operated:
shows full hundred numbers on screen;
perfected. Reasonable. Good for any theatre game. Beautifully colored. Write
STANDIFORD
ACCESSORIES,
1973 S.
Vermont Ave., Los Angeles.

SPRAY

ATTRACTIVE

B-1122,

Kansas

EQUIPMENT

Air Conditioning— MAGIC WEATHER—
100% performance. 1,000% customer satisfaction; silent operation; low first cost;
low operating cost. Write for testimonial
folder and prices. The BALLANTYNE
CO..
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

Display

SEAT

legal trade stimulant. Write for complete information. A few territories still

available

SI. 00.

GAMES

NEW, NOVEL. ORIGINAL PLAN— Conduct true and false intelligence tests. INDIVIDUAL, PERSONAL, CONFIDENTIAL.

DUO "SOUND MASTER”
sound heads
with the gyro-stabilizer. Amplifiers with
copper oxide rectified DC exciter supply.

NEW

Minimum

THEATRE

EQUIPMENT

NO CASH?
DON’T WHINE —
TIME! New Easy Payment Plan

(zleatlnj 4jou.5e

SERVICES

518

WANTED

PROJECTIONIST — 12 years’ experience.
Sober, reliable; appreciate decent job.
P. O. Box No. 173, Canton, Texas:
AT LIBERTY, PROJECTIONIST— Age,
40; sober. Simplex and Powers arc lamps.
Prefer small town in Illinois. Write George
Lazenby,

Chapin,

BINGO
Write

Illinois.

CARDS

$2.00 Per Thousand

today for sample card and
complete information.
BOX 1100, ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS
4704 East Ninth St., Kansas City, Mo.

Address copy to BOXOFFICE,
4804 K. Ninth St., Kansas City,
Forms close Monday
noon preceding publication date.

Mo.

BANISH BOX-OFFICE BLUES!
JUNE
W T T IRS
WON'T

GET

YOU

WHEN

YOU

DOWN

PLAY

THIS

MADE-FOR-MONEY
SENSATION!
One of the most powerful
scenes ever to Fill your
eyes with tears! When
unloved, unwanted,

MONOGRAM

brave-hearted Gimpy . . .
victim of gang bullets. . .
is spurred on in his fight
for life by Jimmy, gallant
gentleman of the gutter!
Only one of the many great
dramatic moments in
store for you !

PICTURES

JACKIE
COOPER |
presents

MONOGRAM

STREETS of NEW YORK
MARTIN
MARJORIE SP
REYNOLDS
ELLMAN
DICK PURCELL

THE
SENSATION

NEWJUVEN,LE

Directed by WILLIAM NIGH
Screenplay and Story by ROBERT D. ANDREWS

Sock emotional appeal in the tremendous ad
campaign available at Monogram

"BEST OF THE JUVENILE ACTORS ON THE
SCREEN"
— Boehnel, N. Y. World-Telegram
with

MARTIN
SPELLMAN

"ONE OF THE MOST NATURAL YOUNGSTERS
I HAVE EVER SEEN — Mae Tinee, Chicago Daily Tribune

exchanges.

of NEW

STREETS

YORK

evergreen."
American
"Has the heart throbs, the sentiment, the stuff that made Dickens’ 'Christmas Carol' —anAtlanta

—St. Louis Star Times

"Powerfully dramatic"
"Sterling drama

of youth"

A SMASH

—

Los Angeles

Examiner

FROM
1 -

.

"Consistently heart-warming"
— Mae Tinee, Chicago

"Enjoyable throughout"

COAST

TO

Daily Tribune

— Atlanta Journal

COAST

NATIONAL

■

: V

"

:

EDITION

"tffcUO
maisi

HELLO
Here are Two Big M-G-M
Press Time Flash! "Maisie"

Just when

openings

socko!

the thermometer

aovvfj^ along comes

The

MR.

EXHIBITOR!77
Shows for Showmen!

Harrisburg, Providence

are showmanship

events!

goes \A? and your business goes

Friendly Company

with two

grand

box-office attractions. Screen them fast! They’ll inspire you to|
roll up your sleeves and yell “Hello Tarzan! Hello Maisie!
Welcome

to the box-offices of America!”

PUBLISHED

EVERY

SATURDAY

BEN

BY

ASSOCIATED

PUBLICATIONS

Vol. 35

Number

4

SHLYEN

Publisher

MAURICE

KANN

Editor-in-chief

June 17, 1939
LOUIS

Member
Audit

Editorial

Bureau

Offices : 9 rockefeller

RYDELL

Advertising

of Circulations

William

plaza, new

G. Pormby,

Manager

Editor; Jesse Shlyen,

Managing Editor; J. Harry Toler, Modern
Theatre Editor; A. J. Stocker, Eastern Representative; Ivan Spear, Western Manager.

york cfiY ; Publication Office: 4804 e. 9th
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KILLED

BY

INERTIA

BACK in the days when the current excitement, such as it was, swung around the Motion
Pictures

Are

Your

discussions dealing
with the public.

Best Entertainment

with the need

for a

drive, one

central

of the outgrowths

committee

was

a

series of

to pretty this industry's front

The talks were serious enough at the time. They even reached the point where the
most likely candidate to head up the works was practically determined. But the boys got
busy on other matters and nothing happened, thereby perpetuating again the old and revered
film policy of letting well enough alone until the finger is about to bear down on the trigger.
You can mark that down very definitely on the regrettable side. Regrettable not only
because the need was apparent then, but because it appears to be on the up, rather than
the down, grade ever since.
Having been bumped off once by sheer inertia, resurrection lines up on the impossible side. We hope mightily we are wrong in leaping so inevitably at any kind of a
conclusion in an industry which frequently surprises itself and those in it by abrupt changes
of heart and mind.
However, there is no mistaking the conviction that far too much of the inner squabbles
and the inside workings of the business are finding their way into newspaper columns
where it would be far better if they never appeared. The reasons have been touched upon
by this page on several occasions and have been pretty obvious right along anyway.
All of this has no bearing whatsoever on freedom of action or of thought. Any company or any individual ought to enjoy the exercise of that right without interruption. And
that, incidentally, applies very directly to the trade press as well. Yet, in the exercising,
it is important and practical not to develop too much of a blind spot about a specific or
a particular issue. It ought not to be too much to expect from responsible quarters a
long-view
ment.

realization of the value of presenting this business to the outside world as a harmonious enterprise seeking to move forward as one solid unit for its own further advance-

The once contemplated committee to mould outside policy was to function along this
line. You might call it a form of censorship which is exactly what it would have been.
However, we think any quick review of some of the statements widely published in the
last couple of years will indicate, and
duce the flow of loose talk.

quickly

too, that a check

is required

to halt or re-

The committee to handle this sort of job, apparently, is out. But matured judgment is
not, or ought not to be. The idea is to get it into working condition and to make it stick.
Not an easy order to fill in a personality business like this, but not an impossible one,
either.

SEE OKLAHOMA SUIT AS JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
"FEEL" OF ALL-INDUSTRY LITIGATION WATER
No Pressure Expected
Big Suit Until Local
Action Is Decided
By

BILL

on

Must Define Affiliated Theatre
New York — Distributor counsel see a major victory in Federal Judge Bondy's
decision ordering the government to furnish them with additional particulars, specifically the definition of what constitutes an affiliated theatre.
Film lawyers claim that while they have not been granted all of the requests
made in a further bill, the essential point on which much of the evidence in the

ORNSTEIN

New York — Despite the preliminary
legal technicalities now being pressed in

all-industry suit will pivot is the government's understanding, interpretation or
analyses of an affiliated theatre. If distributors own five or 75 per cent stock in a

the local federal court on the all-industry
suit, distributor counsel see the govern-

theatre

withoilt manifesting control in its operation does this constitute an independently operated or affiliated house? This answer is necessary because distributors feel they cannot be linked with monopoly unless they control the operations of
the situations involved.

ment "monopoly” suit against the Griffith
circuits in Oklahoma as a test case by the
department of justice determining just

Bills granted to Columbia and UA have not been allowed the other six majors
because their application was late in filing. However, indications are many more
preliminary moves will hold up the trial. As soon as the government provides the
answers, distributors will have 10 days to plead, the motion for 60 days having been
denied.

how far it can go in the all-industry suit
pending here.
Approximately 90 per cent of the
charges complained of could be remedied

"In handing down the decision, the court gave us what we
prominent film attorney identified with the case told BOXOFFICE.

in the

industry trade practice draft, according to major company lawyers, a copy
of which has been forwarded to Thurman
Arnold, head of the anti-trust division in
Washington. The all-industry suit, it is
said, will not be pressed until the Oklahoma case is decided.
The

remaining 10 per cent of the complaints in the government suit, it is intimated, have to do with theatre divorcement. Informal conferences have been
held between distributor counsel and department of justice representatives at
which it was contended, according to accounts, that divorcement of theatres by
majors will boomerang on small independent operators. It also is understood to
have

been

stated to government representatives that the buying power now enjoyed by major circuits is not because they
are producer-distributor-exhibitors, but
rather because of the power to purchase
in large quantities like any other business. "If this is a crime,” according
attorney, "then we are guilty.”
No

New

Regional

to one

Further
Awaiting

Capitol
Data

Trade
From

Washington — Further conferences between representatives of the producers and
officials of the department of commerce,
scheduled to be held this week, will not
come for some days, due to the need for
additional time in which to compile the
data which department officials asked for
at the initial meeting.
While department officials expressed
confidence that a second discussion of the
industry’s problems would be had in the
near future, observers in Washington expressed the belief that the industry real-

Offices

In reporting the department of justice
appropriation bill to the senate, the senate appropriations committee has provided that none of the $1,300,000 authorized
for the anti-trust division shall be used
for the establishment of regional offices
planned by Arnold.
The committee also incorporated an
amendment requiring that the prosecution
of anti-trust cases shall be conducted in
cooperation with federal district attorneys
of the districts in which they are brought.
The same report gave the secretary of
commerce an additional $225,000 for employment of a staff to aid industry in solution of its problems, the first meeting with
film industry executives having been held
last week.

component parts which will be satisfactory
to the government. The appearance of
Joseph H. Hazen, assistant to Harry M.
Warner, with the Warner president at the

Other meetings are scheduled and film
attorneys state there is no desire by the
department of commerce to seek a consent
decree but rather a solution of current industry problems. In some quarters it is
felt there never will be a consent decree,
but that ultimately the industry will work
out a plan of harmony among its various

the government seeks to have the defendants in the all-industry suit make an
immediate pleading and that demands for
additional information by the majors
should not further delay the court from

4

Washington meeting last week is explained by the fact he will sit in on future
meetings
when Warner is away from the
city.
All of the cases cited by the government in its bill to major companies have
been

publicly known or adjudicated by local courts, it is stated. Although Columbia, in its demand for a further bill, claims
res adjudicata on the Interstate case,
some lawyers hold the government can
bring these up to show what has been going on in the past.
In a recent supplemental application,

setting a trial date. Counsel for the defendants claim they cannot properly prepare for trial without specific data.

are

driving

at," a

Parleys
Majors

ized that little could be accomplished
through such meetings in developing a
consent decree to end the New York suit,
which would be acceptable to department
of justice executives.
It is pointed out that while the department of justice has expressed a willingness to accept consent decrees in civil
cases, it has made such acceptance contingent upon the decree giving the government all the relief it seeks in its suits.
Accordingly, it is held, there is little the
department of commerce can do to negotiate any compromise more satisfactory
to the industries involved in the suits, a
situation which abruptly halted conferences with representatives of the oil industry seeking to avert prosecution on the
West Coast.
Even

though the department of commerce may fail in its role of mediator of
anti-trust prosecutions, Secretary Harry
Hopkins plans to go ahead with his produstry. gram to act as Washington agent of inSince

the Senate

did not

decrease

the

fund for the anti-trust division, placed
by the House at $1,300,000, the effect of
the amendment will be to give the department additional funds for the bringing of
anti-trust cases, using the money that
would have been spent for the regional
offices.
Appearing before the Senate appropriations committee during its consideration
of the bill. Assistant Attorney General
Thurman Arnold expressed his dissatisfaction with the progress of the New York
suit, and recommended creation
tions court to expedite matters.
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CALL FOR "GOOD FAITH" IN SITUATIONS WHERE
ARBITRATION METHOD HAS NO COURT STANDING
Highlight of New

the

arbitrators find that the distributor arbitrarily and wilfully and without color of right
repudiated the license agreement by refusing to
deliver to exhibitor the features licensed thereunder, or cause the exhibition of any feature in

Clause

Incorporated After
Varied Reaction

violation of the provisions of the license agreement in respect to ‘run’ or ‘clearance,’ the amount
actual and compensatory, but not punitive,

of

damages
with respect to each feature involved.”
“Allocation of Features” is subjected to clarification with the addition of the following:
New

York — Exhibitor

signatories

to

the

arbitration setup as proposed in the latest trade practice draft are asked to
“abide by and perform in good faith”
decisions handed down by local boards
in situations where there is no statutory
or legal cognizance of this process of settling disputes.
This is regarded as a highlight of an entirely new clause referred to as “Agreement to Arbitrate” which, along with the
bulk of other changes in the arbitration
proposals, are understood to have been
incorporated after varied independent exhibitor reaction. Most of the changes in
the new draft are concentrated in the
arbitration section, although some minor
revisions were made in wordage.
New in its entirety, the “Agreement to
Arbitrate” clause, which seeks faithful adherence to decisions regardless of forms
of local arbitration or statutory provisions,
follows :
“Each
signatory hereto agrees to submit to
arbitration in the manner
provided by and subject to the provision of the Rules of Arbitration
annexed hereto and made a part hereof any dispute subject to arbitration hereunder or under
the Rules of Arbitration, between such signatory and any other signatory or signatories hereto
and, at the time any such dispute arises, to take
such other and further action and to sign such
documents or instruments as may be necessary or
desirable in order that the award of the arbitrators may, so far as is permitted by law, have
the status of or become
a judgment
enforcible
by judicial process. Each signatory further agrees
that if the law or practice relative to arbitration
in any jurisdiction in which such signatory carries on business prescribes a
different form of
agreement to arbitrate than that set forth in this
article, such signatory will sign an agreement
to arbitrate in the form
prescribed in such
jurisdiction and file the same
with the appropriate Permanent Arbitration Board
established
under these Rules of Arbitration. Each signatory
who carries on business in a jurisdiction where
arbitration awards cannot be miade legally effective, covenants that he will nevertheless abide by
and perform in good faith any award that may
be made hereunder or under said Rules of Arbitration.
“Distributors signatory hereto controlling theatre circuits pledge the full cooperation of such
theatres and will use their best efforts to obtain
the cooperation of theatres in which they have
an interest, but which are not controlled by them.
“All organized exhibitor groups signatory hereto
will endeavor to secure the signature hereto of all
and also of all other exhibitors
their members
operating theatres in the respective areas where
they have members.”
The

clause relating to “Other Subjects of Arbitration” is revised considerably in respect to
“Performance of License Agreements” as well as
containing two entirely new provisions. Known
as
XIV. the clause as it stands now reads:
“(1) Performance of License Agreement. A dispute arising out of a claim by either party to a
license agreement
that the other party has
breached any provision thereof shall be subject
to arbitration. The powers of arbitrators in any
such dispute shall be limited to: (a) a finding
that the provision involved has been breached;
and, if the finding be in the affirmative, then,
(b) an award of
(i) specific
volved; or

performance

of

the

provision

in-

(ii) the amount
of actual and
compensatory
damages
with respect to each feature involved,
which amount
shall not, except as provided in

li
in th
vid
ce
ed
e
ns
thein an arbitration
(iii) if,
e
ref
or
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“After the notice of price allocation of a feature for a particular theatre has been given by a
distributor to an exhibitor, such price allocation
shall not be changed for such theatre except by
mutual agreement
between
the distributor and
the exhibitor.”
In two instances, namely
under “Public Demand for Exceptional Feature” and
“Preferred
Playing Time” the phrase “in the event of a dispute” has replaced the former “lacking such
The “Overbuying”
section of “Other Subjects
agreement.”
of Arbitration” clause has undergone considerable
substitution of wordage.
“A dispute arising out
of” has been added to the phrase that formerly
began with “complaint by exhibitor that another
exhibitor . . .” Where
the former phrase started
with “Considering such complaint” it now
reads
“In determining such dispute.” The former term
“respondent exhibitor” has become “such exhibitor.” and the phrase “complained against,” inserted twice, is entirely new.
As indicated in the last draft distributors have
completed
regarding

and incorporated “definite” language
withdrawals, legislation and judicial

decisions which might
or impracticability.
Clause XVII, known
reads :

bear
as

on

Term,

the

code’s

validity

as

it now

stands,

“The term of this code shall be for two exhibition seasons (to commence
September 1 and end
August 31, next following) commencing
with the
season 1939-40, and thereafter indefinitely.
“Any signatory hereto may withdraw
herefrom
at the end of the second exhibition season or at
the end of any subsequent exhibition season by
giving written notice of such withdrawal to each
distributor and
organized group
of exhibitors,
signatory hereto, and to the secretary of the Permanent Arbitration Board in each exchange territory in which such signatory transacts business,
at least six months prior to the end of such exhibition season. If any distributor or the operator
or operators of a substantial number
of theatres,
signatory hereto, so withdraws, any other signatory may also withdraw herefrom at the end of
the same
exhibition season by giving similar
written notice of such withdrawal
prior to the
end of such exhibition season.
“Any
signatory may
also withdraw
herefrom
at any time by giving written notice of such withdrawal to said distributors, said organized groups
of exhibitors and said secretaries; (a) in the
event that any legislation enacted after the date
hereof shall be inconsistent with this Code or any
provision thereof or shall require a
substantial
change in the method of carrying on its business
provided that such withdrawal shall be effective
only in a territory governed by such legislation;
or (b) in the event that the order, judgment or
decrees of any competent tribunal, entered after
the date hereof, shall declare invalid or illegal,
or enjoin the observance of, this Code or any

provision thereof, or any provision of any license
agreement
identical or
substantially identical
therewith, or shall require a substantial change
in the method
of carrying on its business. If
any distributor, or the operator or operators, of a
substantial number
of theatres, signatory hereto,
withdraws for the reason specified in clause (a)
or clause (b) above, any other signatory shall
have the same
right of withdrawal, whether or
not such legislation or such order, judgment
or
decree shall affect it, upon giving written notice
of such withdrawal
to said distributors, said
organized
With

groups

the

of

altered in three instances,
to disputes.” Known
as
been revised as follows:

a

and

change

in

said

secre-

heading

of

all relating to “parties
section five, this has

“(1) Disputes between a distributor and an exhibitor. All disputes subject to arbitration under
the Trade Practice Code except disputes relating
to overbuying or clearance shall be between a
distributor and an exhibitor and shall be a two
party dispute.
“(2) Disputes relating- to overbuying. Disputes
relating to overbuying shall be between the compla'ning exhibitor and the exhibitor complained
against and shall be deemed
to be a two-party
dispute, but each distributor which
has signed
the Trade Practice Code and at the time has a
license agreement with the exhibitor complained
against shall be entitled to notice of all hearings
and shall have all other rights of a party except
only the right to designate an arbitrator, and
shall be bound by the award as if it were a party
to such dispute.
“(3)

Disputes relating to clearance. Disputes relating to clearance shall be deemed
to be between three parties (a) the complaining exhibitor, (b) the exhibitor complained against, and (c)
the distributors, as a group, which at the time
have license agreements with the complaining exhibitor and grant to the exhibitor complained
against the clearance complained
of. Each
of
said distributors shall be entitled to notice of
all hearings and shall have all other rights of
o, party except only the right individually to
designate an arbitrator.
“In the event that in any dispute relating to
clearance any party thereto shall claim in writing filed with the arbitration board that any exhibitor not named
as a
party thereto may
be
prejudiced by any award made therein in favor of
a
complaining exhibitor, the arbitration board
shall have no power to proceed with the hearing
unless within a time to be fixed by the arbitration board, there shall have been filed with it
the

consents in writing, signed by
tors, to be bound by any award

all such exhibiwhich may
be

made

in such dispute. If such consents in writing of all such exhibitors shall have been so
filed, the arbitration board shall proceed with the
arbitration and such exhibitors shall be entitled
to notice of all hearings and shall have the right
to represent themselves or be represented by
others at all hearings and to examine or crossexamine all witnesses. The awards of the arbitration board shall be blinding upon such exhibitors
to the same extent as if they had been parties to
dispute.”

To Justice Department
York — In a special

exhibitors,

clause six which
now
reads “Jurisdiction of
Boards, Choice of Permanent
or Special Board,”
the bold representing a new
addition, the body
taries.”
of the attendant Rules of Arbitration has been

such

New

of

exception

letter to negotiating

exhibitor

Again
groups,

William

F. Rodg-

ers, for the distributors' committee, notes approval by the Department of Justice
again will be sought before making the trade proposals final. He states:
“Following the same course as before we are sending a copy of this letter and
enclosure to the department of justice in accordance with assurances of counsel that
the department would be kept informed of the results of our industry conferences.
“As you know, the enclosed draft of the trade practice code resulted from
conferences had between distributors and the various exhibitor groups representing
most of the theatre operators throughout the country, and it is understood that any
final agreement with respect thereto is subject to the approval of the department of
justice.
Again we renew our previous suggestion that a joint conference be held with
the department of justice at the earliest possible date for the purpose of obtaining
its approval of these trade practice proposals and considering the methods of putting them into effect."

or
distributor,

5
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up by suing
to read
for, however,
waiting
Goldwyn's

as a director of

answer

United
Why Artists."
UA has

withdrawn

from

trade practice formulation is illustrated by the contractual clause between the distributor and all of its
producers.

One

portion reads:

"The distributor agrees that upon
the written directions of the producer, the distributor shall distribute,
wherever permissible the photoplays
designated by the producer as a
unit and, in such case, such unit
shall be licensed separate and apart
from

any

other photoplays

distrib-

by the distributor ..."
Anduted another:

J. Martin.

Ave., Eugene D.
Wabash
4575.
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unusual man," it was overheard in Hollywood. "Now he ends
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Boxoffice

GOLDWYN

Reves.

"The producer reserves the right
to control and determine the sales
and distribution policy to apply and
govern its own photoplays and to
direct the distributor to license the
exhibition of its own photoplays
with each exhibitor upon such terms
and conditions as to the producer

Tele-

KANSAS
CITY — 4804 East Ninth St., Jesse Shlyen,
Midwest editor. Telephone CHestnut 7777.

Thisseem
is anfit."
excerpt from the conmay
tract between Samuel Goldwyn, Inc.,
and UA, dated July 22, 1936. The
identical clause, however, appears
in all producer contracts currently
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attempted
more

thus far in the field of the

contemporary
tones of something

film with overbeyond yachts

and

motor cars, it becomes a mysterious piece of business to figure
out how Metro knows. Certainly, the
times are propitious and, if anything
at all, more so than when the producer declared his intention of proce ding a few short weeks ago.

Bland , as Usual
Japanese censors, it is reported,
now rule boys and girls under fourteen may not be permitted to see
films based on love interest after
November 1.
Ivory towers for the young in
Bombs
Japan.
in China.

and

death

for the young

Asides
Rocking pleasantly in chairs overlooking the gardens of the Hotel
Ambassador in Los Angeles, remarks
Y. Frank Freeman:
"All the boys who talk about the
studios and why they do the things
they do as well as the things they
don't, ought to find out what they're
talking about before they let go.
To anyone who believes this job of
making pictures is a cinch, I say,

arguments advanced by UA that its
hands are tied on cancellations. In

Gome
comes

other words, the individual producer
controls the situation, not UA.
It is understood the cancellation

After Freeman,
theatre man."
Balaban:

setup proposed in the code was presented to the units and that they
turned it down.

"We're in so much better shape
now that I find the need to stay on
extensively in Hollywood grows less.

The Lion Coos
It was

listed above

all other prop-

erties in Metro's 1939-40 announcement. Reasonably enough, whatever newspapers ran the yarn at

Barrett.

Utah
Savings &
Trust
Telephone Hyland 4359.

SAN FRANCISCO — 1095 Market
Telephone Market 6580.
SEATTLE — 2417 Second
phone Elliott 8678.

David

by the distributing organization. This is the foundation of the

the Sinclair Lewis novel might make,
is not boxoffice.
On the basis of the limited effort

all gave prime attention to "It Can't
Happen Here." Now it seems the
promise held out for another smashing blow at the dictators has washed
itself out. And as early as this, too.
Metro declares all of this comes
about

because

"times are not polit-

ically propitious for its making."
This, with painful clarity, is nothing
less than a flimsy disguise to cover
the real meaning which stems to
the conclusion, very circumspectly
arrived at, that the sort of film which

on and try' and see what
out. And I'm talking as a
remarks

Barney

And noticeably so, at that. It's a fine
feeling to come out from New York
and to be in a position to get the
full picture in a handful of hours and
to know, also, you are being given
all there is to know about the situation. That's the way it stands with
us today and, you can take my word
for it, it's something."

You Figure It
In a

major

city which,

by

any

approach must be viewed as one of
the cradles of American liberty, the
dominant chain refuses to play the
exceptional

patriotic shorts made

by

Warner because the circuit's double
feature policy does not allow the
necessary time.
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CODE OR NO CODE, ALLIED WILL NOT ABANDON
EFFORTS TO SECURE RELIEF VIA LEGISLATION
Distributor Guests

On With the Code, With Allied
If Possible, But On Anyway

Not

Surprised; See Stand
As Code Attitude
By

RED

Minneapolis — Code

KANN
or

no

code,

Allied

has no intention of abandoning its program for relief through legislation, and
that goes particularly for theatre divorcement. Col. H. A. Cole, president, made
this clear in almost the first words out
of his mouth as the association’s national
convention convened at the Nicollet Hotel
Wednesday afternoon.
Indicating that the board of directors
had taken cognizance of reports published
to the contrary. Cole on the board’s behalf also declared it saw no reason now
to abandon its long established policy.
In the eyes of distributor representatives present from New York this was construed as a clear-cut sign of indicating
Allied’s slant on the trade practice code,
but if they read it at all correctly no
surprise was occasioned. Apparently keyed
to any such attitude were the concluding
remarks of William F. Rodgers’ presentation as chairman of the distributors subcommittee on negotiations that, with or
without Allied, the majors, except for
United Artists, intended to proceed with
efforts to have the code adopted throughout the country.
Rodgers

Presents

Code

While Rodgers, as expected, presented
the code on behalf of seven of the eight
majors, Gradwell L. Sears, Vitagraph president and Warner general sales head, and
Abe Montague, Columbia general sales
manager, also spoke and later gatherered themselves on the rostrum to
answer questions from the convention
floor. In his short address, Sears told
something of the inside negotiations, how
frequently breakdowns in discussions among
majors had impended, how difficult it was
for conflicting interests to get together,
and of their constant problems with their
own attorneys.
As a matter of fact, the attorneys came
in for quite a lambasting, not only on
the part of Sears and W. A. Steffes, president of the Northwest Allied unit, but
also at the hands of Rodgers who subsequently conceded Steffes was right when
he said the industry was “too highly
legalized.” At the same time, Rodgers
pointed out it would be impossible to
create any code without legal advice.
Exactly as Rodgers had warned against
any blind adoption of the Neely bill without submitting it to study, so did Montague urge the assembled exhibitors to
think before pledging themselves to any
commitments seeking to bring about such
enactment. He also urged all consideration be given in opposition to government regulation of any description.
Early fireworks developed when Steffes,
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Minneapolis — Major

distributors

will

proceed with the trade practice code preferably with the acceptance of Allied, but
they definitely will proceed, William F.
Rodgers, chairman of the distributors’ subcommittee, told the Allied annual convention here.
“From the information I have received
from the majority of other theatre owner
organizations,” he said, “either in individual units or associated with a national
organization, the consensus of opinion is
that they want the code.
“Our only problem now is to find the
legal machinery for its adoption. We hope
that Allied will join. Its members represent our customers and even though some
occurrences would lead one to believe that
they are not, as an organization, our
friends, we nevertheless consider them as
such and we want them to join and hope
they will.
“Allied as such, however, important as
it may be, will not deter us from our plan
of procedure, and with or without Allied
we are going forward.”
Nor will additional

concessions

be

granted, Rodgers told the convention. “Of
course, we want to see the code adopted,”
he said, “but if in order to secure its adoption additional concessions are asked beyond those which have already been
agreed to, you may

rest assured no dis-

in his usual emphatic manner, charged
the final draft of the code as presented
to Allied here was not the document formulated in New York and Chicago. “I know
Rodgers, Sears and Montague are sincere,”
he said, “but I don’t believe sincerity was
evidenced in the document handed me
Tuesday. I read the preamble and two
paragraphs and threw it away. The trouble is the industry is too highly legalized.
Rodgers said there won’t be any chiseling
after the code is adopted. He’s wrong, the
chiseling has already started.”
One of the explosions also touched off
by Steffes dealt with the charge all exchangemen or their employes in the Minneapolis area were indulging in selling
malpractices, ranging from demands upon
exhibitors that they step up rentals 20
per cent to cover 20 per cent cancellation
privileges to the forcing of shorts and
threats that newsreels could not be bought
without short subjects. One salesman, he
charged, had told exhibitors they would
never see the day when his company’s
features could be bought without shorts.
“And if you want to know why Allied
is so persistent about crossing letters and

tributor, whether affiliated or otherwise,
will agree to any expansion of its already
broad policies. And, as a matter of fact,
there is a great deal of apprehension on
the part of some as to whether or not
they can operate profitably under the
present
systemwhat
as proposed.”
Repeating
he said at the recent
meeting of the Allied of New York unit,
Rodgers insisted that “no matter what
statements were issued as a result of our
various negotiations, I tell you, and I will
leave it to your negotiating committee to
confirm or deny, that an agreement, or
understanding if you prefer to call it
such, was reached at our Chicago meeting
in November last.” He said that the only
unsettled matter there was arbitration,
contended that the matter affecting divorcement of exhibition from distribution
and production was not discussed and had
no part of a trade practice code. “All committees,” he said, “were so informed before the negotiations commenced.” He injected a contention that distributor-producer “invasion” of the exhibition field
was first adopted “only as a measure of
Rodgers then took up the various separate provisions of the code, explaining
protection.”
the major interpretation of each. He attacked the Neely bill as impractical and
damaging and urged careful study by
the individual exhibitor.
inserting comas, it is because of these
tactics,” he cried. “The attorneys have
torn down all constructive things we have
tried to write into any code. Why can’t we
tear up this code and all others and operate under present contracts with a fair
arbitration clause, not the one that has
been suggested. I would never go for
Sustaining his fire toward Rodgers,
that one.”
Sears
and Montague, Steffes continued:
“Your hands are tied now just as they
were on the standard exhibitor exhibition contract, 5-5-5 deliberations, compulsory arbitration and film boards of
trade. But if you really mean it, have
your presidents name three from their
own midst; we’ll name three and put all
six on a boat and in 30 days we ought to
solve the ills or pull the plug.”
Sears divulged that he was averse to
the code formulation from the beginning
because of the cancellation setup and had
informed Rodgers that rather than go for
it he would prefer to sell individually.
There was quite a fuss between Sears and
Nathan Yamins, president of the New Eng( Continued on page 19)
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Personalities in the Limelight as RKO
Conclave Gets Under Way in New

Prepared

York

lor Big Things to Come —

Top men who will play an important part in RKO’s selling plans next season, all on deck for the seventh annual and
fourth international sales convention which gets started Monday at the Westchester Country Club, Rye, N. Y. In the top
row, center, is George J. Schaefer, president; to the left of him, Ned E. Depinet, vice-president in charge of distribution; to the
right, Jules Levy, general sales manager. Bottom row, reading left to right: Cresson E. Smith, western and southern sales
manager; E. L. McEvoy, eastern and Canadian sales manager; Phil Reisman, foreign head; Harry Michalson, in charge
of short subject sales; S. Barret McCormick, publicity and advertising director; Fredric J. Ullman jr., vice-president of
Pathe News.
News,

RKO's Short Subject List
Will Remain the Same
New
Disney

York — RKO’s short subject program of 13 March of Time reels, 18 Walt
subjects, 39 singles and 24 doubles

will continue without change, conventioneers will be informed Tuesday when the
1939-40 product announcement is made at
the Westchester Country Club, Rye.
More than 250 delegates, including about
20 from the foreign field, will be on hand
for the three-day business meetings during which George J. Schaefer, president;
Ned E. Depinet, vice-president in charge of
production, and Jules Levy, general sales
manager, will be the principal speakers.
Harry J. Michalson, short subject sales
head; Cresson E. Smith, western and southern division chief; E. L. McEvoy, eastern
and Canadian head; S. Barret McCormick,
publicity and advertising director; Phil
Reisman, foreign generalissimo, and Fredric Ullman jr., vice-president of Pathe
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also will talk to the men

briefly.

On Thursday the day will be one of
relaxation, the men scheduled to attend
the

World’s

Fair

as guests

of the

com-

pany.
All of the domestic sales force will convene here Sunday and will report the following day at the golf club for the first
business session.
Among

the

foreign

branch

heads

here

for the festivities are Ralph Doyle, Australia; Bert Reisman, Peru; Fred S. Gulbransen, Panama and Central America;
Pedro Saenz, Cuban distributor; Max
Gomez, Mexico; Ned Seckler, Cuba home
office representative; Gus Schaefer, Central American and northern part of South
America; Nat J. Liebeskind, Argentina;
Bruno Cheli, Brazil; Leon Britton, Far East
and China; Reginald Armour, Continental
European manager; Ralph Hanbury, Great
Britain; Bill Levy, British representative
for Walt Disney.
Roy Disney and Hal Horne of Disney
Productions will attend.

RKO

Stockholders.

Agree on Appeal

Atlas
Points

New York — John S. Stover, representing Ernest W. Stirn, appealing RKO stockholder, and Hamilton C. Rickaby, representing Atlas, proponents of the plan of
reorganization have agreed on various
points to be argued on the appeal this
month in the circuit court of appeals.
Stover will not raise questions as to
technical procedure, and will concede all
consents to the plan were signed by persons or corporations who executed them.
The unsecured claims of Rockefeller
Center are set at approximately $8,000,000,
and it is agreed any modifications to the
plan since April 11, 1939 are inconsequential and need not be argued.
Lastly, Stover will claim the failure of
Atias to go through with its promised
$1,500,000 underwriting agreement on
RKO
stock is an important omission.
Rickaby will declare that Atlas plans to
go through with its underwriting.
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Minority
Bill As

Report

Theatre had the right to reject the same
pictures under his license agreement with
Paramount without paying the film rental

Flays Neely

" Unnecessary

or license fee, at his own option,” it said.
Much of the report’s fire is reserved
for the block booking and synopsis provisions of the bill.

”

The

Washington — The Neely bill “would not
work out in actual practice,” but would do
an injustice to the motion picture industry, a three-man minority of the Senate
interstate commerce committee contends in
presenting the Senate an 18-page report
urging defeat of the measure.
The report is signed by Senators Ellison
D. Smith (Dem., S. C.), chairman of the
subcommittee in charge of the measure;
Wallace H. White jr. (Rep., Maine), and
Chan Gurney (Rep., S. D.) .
“It is our opinion that this bill, as a
control over the licensing of motion pictures, is not necessary,” the minority declared. “Our judgment is that no injury
to the commerce of the United States in
the licensing and distribution of motion
pictures warrants legislation that will result
in radically altering a system that has
proven to be economical and practical to
all three branches of the industry.
“We

are of the opinion that the enactment of this bill into law would result

in decrease of employment both in production and distribution and an increase
in cost to the theatre owner and the
: public.”
Of the 48 witnesses who testified at the
hearings in April, only 14 were in favor
of the bill, of which number five were
spokesmen for Allied and nine were aligned
with the Motion Picture Research Council,
it is pointed out. The council, it is observed, is the organization sponsoring the
bill.
Raps "Minority" Films
The committee minority criticizes the
proponents of the legislation for failure
to include therein a prohibition upon the
showing of any of the pictures or types
of pictures that were criticized. “It was
pointed out at the hearings that the worst
type of sex and vice exposure pictures that
have been shown in the past could easily
comply with all of the provisions of this
bill as they are invariably sold one at a
time, not in blocks, and only after the
picture is fully completed and ready for
screening,” the report says. “In other
words, it appears to be undisputed that
there is no compulsory block booking or
blind selling in the distribution of this type
of offensive motion picture.”
The minority group is sharply

critical

of the proponents’ stressing of community
selection under the bill, and declared that
phrase together with “block booking” and
“blind selling” are mere catchwords.
“The sponsors do not claim that the
people of the community are forced or
compelled to attend motion picture theatres to the exclusion of other forms of
entertainment offered, or that they are
compelled

to attend at any particular performance, or compelled to attend at any

First Order of Senate
Business June 21
Washington — The Neely block booking
bill will be the order of business in the
Senate, June 21, when its West Virginia
sponsor will call it up for consideration
and, he predicts, easy passage.
Senator Neely announced his intention
of bringing the measure up next week
when a call of the calendar brought his
bill to the head of the list. Under the
rules in force during consideration of bills
on the calendar, he pointed out, it would
not be possible to hold lengthy debate on
the measure.
Without debate, the Senate approved
and sent to the House for concurrent
action the bill introduced by Senator Barbour of New Jersey, providing for repeal
of the 1912 act prohibiting the interstate
transportation of fight pictures.

of contact” between the producers and
the audience, pointing out that other influential contacts are the newspaper editorial comment, press criticism and “the
compelling approval or disapproval that is
evident from patronage or lack of it.”
Actually, the report declares, “the problem of selectivity for different persons
in any given community is met entirely by
the achievement of an industry which
makes available all over the United States
expensively produced motion pictures at a
low cost which permits their display at
all places, and gives the public so many
pictures to choose from.”
The minority also comments that it
could not find evidence of the suppression
of competition in production and distribution which proponents had stressed, but
that since block booking legislation was
first introduced four new companies have
established national distribution systems.
Those companies are Monogram, Republic,
Grand

National

and

Gaumont

tures, none listed among
The

British Pic-

the “Big Eight.”

“No Rejection Inequity”
minority report further

rejects

charges of inequalities in rejection privileges. It points out that witnesses charged,
but offered no evidence in support, that
affiliated theatres freely reject films without paying for them but that independents
cannot. Asserting that this does not explain the wide difference between the number of theatres that exhibit the different
pictures in the same distributor’s group, the
report holds the only definite example of
the practice involved certain Paramount
pictures booked by the Atlas Theatre in
Washington.
“Following an investigation it was later
revealed in testimony by the Paramount
resident manager in Washington that the
facts were exactly the reverse of the

by the phrase ‘community selection’? The word, ‘community’ is not de-

charges made; that the producer-owned
theatres were required by their licensing
agreements and actually did play or pay
for the pictures mentioned, but that the
independent exhibitor operating the Atlas

fined.”
Nor will the group
gument that the

10

agree

exhibitor

with
is only

the ar“point

Lasky case, and, it is commented, “it is
singular that although 12 years have
elapsed since the language embodied in
Section 3 was first promulgated by the
federal trade commission, despite the attack thereon ever since, no measure has
been drafted except in terms identical with
that voided by the court. It needs to be
appreciated, as the court which reversed
the order stated, that its provisions operate in a field of ‘ordinary incidents of
bargaining and negotiating between seller
and buyer out of which contract may or
Under these provisions, it is continued,
”
not result.’would
may companies
the
encounter grave difficulties inpricing their product. The provision is seen, inferentially, as a price
control

regulation and “is apparently designed to prevent a distributor from insisting on an increase in prices or from

achieving any increase in prices if individual motion pictures are not accepted by

particular theatre,” it observes. “It is
usual in all communities of the United
States, even in the very smallest, that
there are several theatres. What then is
meant

former, it is pointed out, are substantially identical with the court-rejected
order issued by the federal trade commission in 1927 in the Paramount-Famous

the exhibitor.”
“Provides No Standards"
At the same time, it is pointed out, the
bill provides no standards to guide the
distributor, and “legislation which would
venture into the perilous regions of price
regulation in the field where price determination issubject to so many varied factors which differ in each negotiation
ought to be at the least sufficiently certain
and definite so that those who are directed to give obedience to the legislative mandate under pain of criminal sanctions may
be apprised of the standards of conduct
to which they must give obedience.”
“No matter how carefully and honestly
a salesman conducted negotiations, he
could never be certain that he would not
be accused of having ‘defeated the purpose of the act’ and that he would not
be sent to jail for the time prescribed in
Still worse, however, it is said, are the
synopsis
the bill.” provisions, so written that, in
connection with scenes of vice, crime or
suggestive of sexual passion, “nobody yet
has been able to comprehend what the
statement describing such manner of treatment would look like in connection with
any motion picture now currently being
exhibited * * *. It is doubtful whether the
draftsmen knew what it should contain.”
The report declares flatly that no producer could operate under the provision
and also that there is no need for it for
the protection of the exhibitor. Endless
opportunities for actions against producers
are seen in this section and “the producer
would always be under the fear that, if the
motion picture he produced did not in all
respects
time

correspond to the synopsis furnished by his distributing agency at the
of negotiation for a contract, he

would

be accused of having made a knowingly false statement in the synopsis, and
therefore liable to incarceration. Pictures
remade

have

after audience-reaction

tests would

to be foregone.”
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Produced by JOE
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Produced by JOE
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SULLAVAN
In a role destined
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PRODUCTIONS

Thrilling, appealing, exploitable
productions,

box office

topical stories of America’s

youth!

BASIL RATHBONE
One

of the greatest masterpieces

of shock

literature makes

a

perfect film vehicle for the arch -master of the sinister!
Produced and Directed by ROWLAND
V. LEE,
who

made

"The

Sun

Never

Sets" and

"Son

of Frankenstein”!

VICTORIA DOCKS'*
itawuncf,

BASIL RATHBONE

With red fury coiled like a snake in his mind, he sought
the peace of destruction in the throes of blind dementia!

An

original story by Rufus

Produced

and

Directed

King
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by
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The production strength of a cast of
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MAY
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KURT

Story
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BURT KELLY
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distinguished stars and a director of
outstanding merit will be given Cooper
in this story— aimed to hit the pinnacle
of his remarkably successful career!
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The Merchants of Fear ready to declare even
greater dividends than were paid to you with
their never-to-be-forgotten

TWO

PRODUCTIONS
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-

seasoned with hit-tunes and gals!

"PENTHOUSE SERENADE" • "DANCING FOR LOVE"
"RHYTHM FOR SALE" • "ROMANCE IN THE TROPICS"

They guarantee entertainment. Stories hot from the news and fads
of the day! This series will be selected from the following stories:

Distress Signal • The Witness Vanishes • Eyes of the Coast Guard
Slightly Tempted • Vice Ring • Front Page Confession • Counterfeit Ring
Jail Baby • Freedom of the Air • Homicide Bureau • Ghost Ship ___
Hidden Money • Hero for a Day • Inquiring Reporter
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TWO

.....

in 13 Episodes. Universal scoops the field with this radio sensation

Produced by the King
of Serial Producers—

A

TRAIL".

15 Thrill-Packed Episodes of Pioneer Days — with John Mack Brown
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No Allied Withdrawal

Northwest Breach
Is Widened

From Legislation

Minneapolis — The
unit has
officers

(Continued

from

page

8)

land unit and past president of Allied, on
interpretations of the manner in which
the cancellations are designed to work.
Yamins wanted to know if distributors
had in mind a deliberate uppage of terms
in order to come out after cancellations
are applied. Sears, now speaking for Warner Bros., asserted he at no time had any
intention of losing any revenue and that
if it had to work out as Yamins thought
it was, that would
ner Bros.

be all right with

War-

sponse from Rodgers. “If conditions are
as you say, it looks like a new set

of film men in Minneapolis,” Rodgers said.
“The salesman who talks about adding 20
per cent to rentals to cover the 20 per
cent cancellation privilege strikes me as
a stupid person, for no distributor can
possibly live unless there is equity arrived
at through negotiations. I remind you
each distributor agrees not to ask any
exhibitor, independent or otherwise, to
waive his rights under the code. I promise
you that salesmen will respect to the full
that which their superiors have decided.
I also draw attention to the fact there is
no gain for any distributor in adding pictures to upper brackets unless the films
justify it by their draw. Also, you should
remember that, insofar as attorneys are
concerned, many paragraphs appearing in
the code are practically in Myers’
(Abram P. Myers, Allied general counsel) own words. If Myers is in the room,
I am sure he will subscribe to this.”
Myers did by declaring: “I find much of
my own language in it.”
Brandt

Urges

Acceptance

Harry Brandt, president of the ITOA
of New York, made a plea for approval
of the code as it stands.
“We are on the brink of a precipice,”
Brandt said. “If you weigh the issue, you
will find the answer is simple. I disagree with Steffes. I, too, am not satisfied
with the code but I am satisfied it is the
best we can get at present. Certainly, it is
a step in the right direction. On the
other hand, it is legislation, which leads
to politicians with a lack of understanding of our business. It is a mistaken idea
that the distributors will bear the cost.
Exhibitors will pay for everything.”
Brandt said he viewed arbitration

as

machinery no honest man need ever fear.
He said it is designed to remove restraint
in industry and declared he would be the
first witness against the proposed system
if it fails to accomplish this objective. He,
therefore, concluded it was right and proper for the ITOA to sign if several kinks
in the arbitration system can be worked
out. Later, he described this as a move
looking toward a “50-50 chance” in its
functioning.
He was backed by Milton C. Weisman,
ITOA attorney, who urged adoption of
the code as “the most forward-looking
step ever taken in the industry.” He cited
it as an opportunity to go ahead, and deBOXOFFICE
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Northwest
its meeting

to July 12. Meanwhile,
ternal dissension continues. W.

Steffes, president, insists
run again for that post.
Sol

Lebedoff,

he

Minneapolis

now
being sued
longer a member,
own

Allied
to elect
inA.

will

not

exhibitor

for dues and
says he plans

no
his

organization as a rival unit. Coincidentally, Ben Friedman, another

Minneapolis exhibitor, has been approached by an exhibitor group to
head

still another

organization

chiefly

as a wedge to batter down film rentals.
Interested theatre men
say they will

Steffes’ blanket charge against selling
methods in this area elicited a quick reas bad

postponed

underwrite Friedman's
$10,000, as Friedman
maybe Steffes and
be hired and both

dared

salary up to
remarks that

Lebedoff ought
kicked out.

it did not bear

to

on the government

suit or earlier plans for relief via legislation. “Because it does not meet all that
Allied wants is no reason to say all of it
is no

good,”

he

More

asserted.

Than

Allied

Meet

The gathering actually was more than
an Allied States convention. With representatives of independent exhibitor organizations not affiliated with Allied
States, non-affiliated independent theatre
owners, prominent producer-distributor
executives and Allied States members
themselves participating, it partook of the
nature of an industry conclave aiming to
solve

trade problems and adjust differences by frank and open discussions.
Attendance actually was swelled by the

fact that grosses are badly off. Independent exhibitors were on hand in large
numbers to try to impress upon producerdistributor heads their contention of necessity for lower film costs.
In fact, the note most loudly sounded
at the convention was that of a reduction in film rentals. Independent exhibitors declared that unless picture rentals
are slashed many of them will be forced
out of business.
After

three

days

of deliberations

it be-

camewould
apparent
that the meeting’s net results
include:
A decision to continue to back the
federal government’s anti-trust suits
against major distributors and the
Neely anti-block booking bill and to
seek legislative and legal relief “when
necessary,” despite any acceptance of
the code.
No immediate action on the proposed
national film buying circuit of 2,500
independent exhibitors, sounding, in
effect, its death knell.
Plans for a more strenuous fight
against

non-theatrical opposition, including the distribution of 16mm films
to non-theatrical accounts that use
them for entertainment.
An agreement that lower theatre admission scales will not afford a solution for exhibitors’
troubles.
A proposal
along the
nated.
Following

present

that percentages

line or be
a board

Rule by Government
Defended by Cole

boxoffice
apply all

entirely

elimi-

of directors’ meeting,

Minneapolis — A

defense

of government

regulation of the film industry featured
the opening address of President H. A.
Cole at the Allied States national convention.
“At this time,” said Col. Cole, “it is
right and proper that some answer should
be made to those, some even in our own
ranks,

who raise the ‘bogey-man’ of government regulation of our industry.
“If it is the government suits that have
aroused those who express this fear, they

bring it up at a late date. They should
have objected to the Sherman law and
complained bitterly when the Clayton act
was passed. If the enforcement of laws on
our statute books is government regulation, then the Association of Amalgamated Burglars and Highjackers had better start passing resolutions.
“If it is the Neely bill that aroused this
fear, bear in mind that there is hardly
an industry in our complicated economic
structure which today is free from some
Allied States
regulatory
law.” now
discovering through

is in the

process

adjudication

of

in the

courts exactly what rights independent exhibitors have under present laws, Cole asserted.
"Glad

to Negotiate"

“We believe these laws are sufficient to
cover many of the evils with which we
have contended, but in case the courts
should not agree with us and with the
government in this contention, the department of justice itself has publicly announced when filing suit that it will go
with

us before

Congress

and

ask for spe-

cial legislation,” said Cole. “We hope and
believe this will not be necessary, but we
still have that ace in the hole.”
Cole pointed out that Allied last fall had
been requested to negotiate and try to
settle independent exhibitors’ differences
within the industry and “was only too
glad” to take that opportunity. “For six
months we have negotiated and the results will be laid before this meeting within the next day or two,” he said.
Enactment of the Neely anti-block booking bill within a year was predicted by
Cole. He also declared that “some of us”
believe “questionable political maneuver”
brought about the repeal of the North Dakota theatre divorcement law. That theatre divorcement will be accomplished
through the instrumentality of the federal
government’s anti-trust suit, making legislation along these lines unnecessary,
was Cole’s prophecy.
President H. A. Cole called the convention to order Tuesday afternoon. The
initial gathering
At

all other

was executive, with producer-distributor representatives barred.
open forums and meeting,

however, the producer-distributor officials
were admitted and permitted to have their
say along with the theatre owners.
Many of the independent exhibitors were
loath to give voice to their complaints
about film prices, “inferior” product quality, clearance, etc., in the producer-dis( Continued on page 22)
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THE PILOT

THE DETECTIVE

LADY OF LEISURE

Iron-jawed man of action to whom
beautiful women are passengers
only

Escorting a desperate prisoner
to doom on the scaffold.

Gold-digger by choice . . . fugitive
by necessity . . . siren by nature.

CO-PILOT

HANDSOME

Two-fisted man against the sky
... a pushover for romance.

PLAY

The nun who convinced the
he was worth eloping with.
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GANGSTER

Taking his chiefs little son away

The doomed

from

jungle's terror meant only delay.

bullet-riddled streets.
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The botanist and his wife, to whom the jungle was alhre with
interest ... and life full of happy things!
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RADIO

Directed by JOHN FARROW
Produced by ROBERT SSStC

Screen Play by Jerry Cady
Dalton Trumbo, Nathanael Wasr:

Hot Allied Executive
On Trade Practice
Minneapolis — Instead of being a session
devoted to the voicing of individual complaints and grievances by independent exhibitors without producer - distributors’
presence, the initial executive meeting of
the Allied convention was given over to an
analysis and exposition of the proposed
dustry and trade practice code.

in-

While arguments pro and con were taboo,
being reserved for succeeding open forums,
the tone of the discussion indicated anything but clear sailing for the proposed
pact when a secret ballot is taken on its
acceptance or rejection Thursday.
Dissatisfaction with numerous clauses in
the final draft, submitted just before the
meeting convened, was voiced by Nathan
Yamins and Sidney Samuelson who exIt was

plained the document’s provisions.
made plain that producer-distrib-

utors urging the pact’s adoption will have
considerable opposition and that the hardest kind of fight will be necessary to obtain
its acceptance by the independent exhibitors participating in the convention.
If the independents accept the code, they
were told, they will be by inference going
on record that it constitutes a fair trade
pact, cures industry ills and eliminates evils
against which they have been fighting, despite the fact that it contains no provisions
wiping

out compulsory block booking, producer-distributor ownership and operation
of theatres, blind selling and other allegedly unfair trade practices.
"Says Will
Acceptance of the
exhibitors’ entry into
If Allied States after
would
had

Be Binding"
code “will mean the
a binding contract.”
such acceptance at-

tempted to secure legislative relief, “it
be confronted with the fact that it

signed an agreement as to what constitutes fair trade practices and it would

be accused of being Bolsheviks
Yamins asserted.
Abram

F. Myers,

explaining

and

Reds,”

the arbitra-

tion provided for, declared that “in the main
— and barring certain particulars which
are matters of detail, the arbitration system prepared by the distributors coincides
with my draft submitted to them and is a
fine one.”
At the same time, however, Myers declared “it is perfectly obvious that no matter how fine and fair an arbitration system you have it will not mean anything
unless the code provisions themselves are
important, have some definite meaning and
will have some pronounced effect on the
industry’s

trade practices.”

“The question you exhibitors must resolve when you vote on acceptance or rejection,” continued Myers, “will have more
to do with the code itself than with the
arbitration system.
“You

also must decide if you wish to restore arbitration of contract disputes,
whether it will net you anything or whether
it will be just a cheap means for distributors to enforce contract terms against
you.”
The one fault found by Myers pertained
to arbitration of clearance disputes. He
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No Retrenchment on

Session

Code

Legislative Program

said after distributors had declared they
wanted to keep out of clearance disputes
and he, taking them at their word, had
framed a provision that omitted them from
representation on the trial board, they now
show a change of heart and the board’s
setup represents a fundamental departure
from his system, he said.
In clearance disputes, assuming the involvement of an affiliated and an independent exhibitor, Myers pointed out, the
arbitration board under the new setup
would consist of one arbitrator appointed
by

each

exhibitor (two in all), one appointed by the distributors and two neutrals. Thus, he said, the independent

would

have to gain the votes of both neutrals and the affiliated exhibitor only one

in order

to win, “making

an

unfair

bal-

In conclusion, Myers reiterated that arbitration is only a court for the adjustance.”
ment of exhibitor rights under the code
and if the exhibitors have no such rights
they will have a court without jurisdiction.
“Your

final decision

must

be based

on

what is given you to arbitrate,” said Myers.
Samuelson asserted that the distributors
actually have served notice on the federal
government that the code represents everything independent exhibitors desire — that
it removes all present injustices.
Under

"Curb Not Restrictive"
the Samuelson and Yamins interpretations, itwas declared that the code

would not prohibit distributors from building theatres in opposition to independents,
that guarantees could be made so high
that it still would be necessary to give
the distributors their desired preferred
playing time, that distributors could continue to set up radio opposition to exhibitors, and that juggling of allocations
— the withholding of exceptional pictures
and substitution of inferior ones — still
would be possible.
It also was contended that under the
code the buying of shorts still could be
forced because any complaint against such
action would have to be made within 48
hours while the distributors had 10 days
to accept or to reject contracts. If a
complaint were made, it was declared, the
distributor could reject the contract for
the features on the ground that the price
was unsatisfactory.
In case of overbuying, it was asserted,
the code would not prevent the offending

• Continued

from

page

19)

tributors’ presence. Some said they were
afraid they’d be set down as “trouble
makers” and that it “would be taken out
on them” when it came to buying film.
Some wanted to employ an attorney to
speak for them at the open forum, but
Committee Chairman W. A. Steffes frowned upon that proposal. He declared such
an outsider and the exhibitors lacking the
“guts” to talk “would be kicked out of
the“There
convention.”
never has been a greater opportunity for exhibitors to counsel with
their leaders and with each other with respect to momentous decisions which they
soon

must make,” declared Abram F. Myers, general counsel and chairman of the
Allied States board.

“It is fitting that this great conclave
should be under Allied States auspices, in
view

of the fact that the outstanding issue to be discussed is the code of fair

trade practices proposed by the major distributors. Such conciliatory gestures on
major interests’ part always have coincided
with Allied’s outbursts of aggressiveness
in independent exhibitors’ interest. Allied
alone bore the brunt — and the cost — of
these activities and in the midst of the
battle had to bear with the carping criticism of those who claimed to have the
same objectives and now stand to benefit
by the outcome. We are proud that the
issue will reach its climax at the Allied
convention.
"Thorough

Analysis"

“The

distributors’ proposals will be thoroughly analyzed by those who represented
Allied in the negotiations. The purpose will
not be to influence anyone’s stand in the
matter, but merely to insure a correct understanding of all that is involved. The
proposal will be discussed by executives
of the major distributing companies. Those
on

the

floor

will be

encouraged

to dis-

cuss it to their hearts content. Col. Cole’s
reputation insures that fairness and impartiality will prevail at the sessions. Under these conditions they will be able to
chart a course for the guidance of all.”
There were two surprise developments
at the convention’s start. One was the
early arrival of Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA
president, and his decision to participate.
After promising Chairman Steffes to come
he later announced he wouldn’t be present. However, he changed his mind a second time.

exhibitor from picking out the poorest pictures from his various products and turning them over to the injured competitor.
A different measure of guilt for exhibitor
and distributor, making it difficult for the
former to obtain redress, was another code
“fault” charged.

Many Northwest Allied members were
urging that arbitration be extended to
cover film prices, but Rodgers made it

“There were certain things the exhibitors’ committee was permitted to discuss
and others we weren’t,” explained Yamins.
“There isn’t 50 per cent of what we asked

New Five-Year Loew Pact
Is Signed by Rodgers

that
has been said
granted.”
Samuelson
he would defer to a later
meeting an answer to the question of
whether Allied States actually “had anything to do with the code’s preparation.”

clear that
vision.

there

would

be no

further

New York — It is understood here
William F. Rodgers has signed a
five-year

contract

as general

that
new

sales man-

ager of Loew’s, Inc. His old contract
pired about two weeks ago.
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CODE STILL AVAILABLE TO ALLIED MEN AS
INDIVTODALS, DESPITE MINNEAPOLIS SPLIT
Distributors Are Charged
With Evasion and Bad
Faith in a Report
Minneapolis — The

seven

code-formu-

lating majors on Thursday broke off all
negotiations with Allied as a group, but
will offer the pact and seek to line up
Allied men as individual theatre operators.
The blow-off developed late Thursday
afternoon following the delivery of a

S,M

For the Distributors—

Full personnel of the distributors sub -negotiating committee on trade practices, photographed for Boxoffici: on the convention floor at Minneapolis.
Left to right, W. F. Rodgers, Gradwell L. Sears and Abe Montague.

What
Minneapolis —

This

Precipitated
is

the

text

of

the report made by Allied’s code negotiating committee to the organization’s
board of directors. It was the direct
cause of the split between that group
and

the distributors’ negotiating committee on trade practice formulation:

The Board of Directors of Allied States Association on June
13 unanimously approved the
informal report of the Negotiating Committee
recommending
rejection of the proposed Trade
Practice Code and Rules of Arbitration and directed the Committee to prepare a detailed written report which would
serve as the basis of
a recommendation
by the Board of Directors to
the Tenth Annual Convention of the Association
now being held. This report is submitted to the
Board in compliance with its direction.
The grounds on which the Committee
recommended rejection of the proposals were: (1) They
do not provide an effective remedy for the major
abuses of which
Allied States Association has
complained and for the correction of which
it
has waged
a
long, aggressive and increasingly
successful campaign; (2) the proposals as drafted
and submitted by the distributors do not fully
and
accurately reflect the substance of the
negotiations and
representations made
by
the
distributors in the course thereof; (3) reports
coming from many
sections of the country show
convincingly if not, indeed, conclusively, that the
distributors already are taking steps to circumvent and nullify the moderate
concessions offered; and (4) acceptance of the proposals, particularly in view of the preamble thereto, would
handicap the exhibitors in seeking further relief
from oppressive and monopolistic trade practices,
would hinder the Government
in the prosecution
of pending actions under the anti-trust laws and
would
supply the distributors with
additional
ammunition
with which to combat the Neely Bill
and other remedial legislation.
These points will be discussed in the order in
which they have been enumerated.
1. The proposals do not afford an
effective
remedy
for major abuses. These major
abuses
were enumerated in a memorandum
presented by
the Negotiating Committee
to the Distributors'
Committee on October 27, 1938, and are as follows:
(a) Compulsory block booking and blind selling;
(b) ownership and operation of theatres by the
producer-distributors; (c) forcing of shorts, newsreels and trailers; (d) designated playdates; (e)
unreasonable clearance; (f) selling away from an
established customer; (g) the "right
(h) overbuying; (i) lack of availability
(j) coercion in the selling of pictures.
The

distributors’

BOXOFFICE
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to buy;”
of prints;

out

in

good

faith

the Break
would

mitigate

the

evils

of

compulsory

block

booking by granting a graduated cancellation privilege based on the average film rentals
paid. They would not abolish compulsory block
booking; on the contrary, they would perpetuate
it by requiring that an exhibitor, in order to
secure the right to cancel, m.ust contract for all
of the feature pictures offered him at one time.
The proposals provide no remedy whatever for
blind selling, the distributors having rejected all
suggestions by your Committee for the identification of pictures in the contracts and for the al-

(Continued

on page

30-C)

lengthy report by Col. H. A. Cole in which
the negotiating distributors were charged
with evasion, bad faith and the introduction of new and hitherto undiscussed provisions and phrases in the latest draft delivered to Allied leaders here Tuesday.
It was the climax of the Allied convention, but not unexpected by those distributors present, including a number of
top-ranking

men

from

New

York.

What

was unexpected and a “shock,” as William
F. Rodgers, chairman of the distributors’
subcommittee on negotiations put it, was
the nature of the report, the ground it
covered and the manner of presentation
which Rodgers, having taken the floor for
a second time, declared impugned his integrity for the first time in his career, and
the integrity of other distributors on the
formulating committee as well.
Draft Approved
The

negotiating

Earlier

committee

had

sub-

mitted its report to Allied’s board on
Tuesday and at that time was unanimously approved. This was before any of
the distributor representatives, including
Gradwell

L. Sears

of Warner,

Abe

Monta-

gue of Columbia, and Rodgers of M-G-M
had addressed the convention on various
phases of the pact. Prior to the reading,
however. Cole said the report had been
withheld for final consideration of Allied’s board until the open forum had ended. In other words, having been approved on Tuesday, according to Cole, it
was again approved on Thursday. There
was no explanation offered as to what
machinery might have been utilized if,
in its second deliberation, the unanimous
approval voted two days earlier was to
undergo change for any reason.
The report cited four reasons for rejection of the code:

“1 — They do not provide an effective
remedy for the major abuses of which
Allied States Association has complained
and for the correction of which it has
waged a long, aggressive
successful campaign.

For Allied —

“Sifrord studio

W. A. Steffes, Allied convention chairman, urging Minneapolis conventioneers to remember
distributor
representatives who spoke were guests
entitled to courtesy as well as a hearing. Col. H. A. Cole, Allied president,
seated.

and

increasingly

“2 — The proposals, as drafted and submitted by the distributors, do not fully
and accurately reflect the substance of
the negotiations and representations made
by the distributors in the course thereof;
“3 — Reports coming from many sections
of the country show convincingly if not,
(Continued on next page)
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Report Incomplete, Is

Warning Against Move
To the Government

Charged by Rodgers
(Continued

from

preceding

page)

trial. “It is significant

that some

type of

indeed conclusively, that the distributors
already are taking steps to circumvent

formula is being tried. Let’s not close any
doors. The code is at least a start. In

and

my travels,” he said, “I have found that
exhibitors want something done about
something. This attempts to do it and so

nullify the moderate
fered, and

concessions

of-

“4 — Acceptance of the proposals, particularly in view of the preamble thereto,
would handicap the exhibitors in seeking
further relief from oppressive and monopolistic trade practices, would hinder
the government in the prosecution of
pending actions under the anti-trust laws
and would supply the distributors with
additional ammunition with which to
combat the Neely bill and other remedial
legislation.”
The break

came

at the conclusion

of the

full report by Cole. Granted permission
to again speak, Rodgers, for the distributors and obviously angered, strode to the
rostrum and said:
‘‘The entire substance of the negotiations has not been given to you. There
were certain matters which your committee agreed to forego at the very outset.
To tell you I am shocked is to put it
mildly. This is the first time in my career that my integrity has been attacked
and I speak this for my associates as well.
In view of this, there is no alternative left
for us but to withdraw. We will not
negotiate further with Allied as a group.”
This kicked out the planned vote from
the floor on code acceptance or rejection.
Cole described the .issue as “a dead horse”
and
the
conventioneers, apparently,
agreed with him. At this juncture, the
distributor group, en masse, left the hall.
Included were Rodgers, Sears, Montague,
Austin C. Keough of Paramount, William
A. Scully of Universal, William Sussman
and William Gehring of 20th Century-

RKO

lines up for the code. I cannot believe that distributors are dumb enough to

write

a set of rules they

Unusual,

also, at any

don’t intend

to

Allied convention

was

di0
W. F. Rodgers,
chairman
of rd
thestudis— -siffo
ode
On the Ctributors’
sub-negotiating committee,
in a candid

shot. His speech

drew

ap-

the presence of Ed Kuykendall, president of the MPTOA, declaring he did not
follow.”
feel out of place. He touched on a variety
of subjects, including an endorsement of
the work of the Variety Clubs, the need to
offset Ascap and the seating tax, and a
plea at large for a general working
gether of all industry interests.
warned

plause.
Fox, and Jack Flynn of M-G-M.
Despite their individual and collective
anger, the distributor group observed the
social amenities involved and attended
the convention dinner which officially
closed the sessions at the Nicollet, Thursday evening. About 370 exhibitors had
registered.
Reported, but not confirmed, was the
persistent rumor department of justice
men had attended all of the sessions.
The code situation moved all previous
developments on the final day into the
far background. The sessions opened
shortly before 2 o’clock with an address
by Keough who, in general, defended the
majors’ lawyers who had been accorded
a brutal tongue lashing throughout the
course of the entire deliberations.
"Spirit"

in

Code

against any encouragement

toHe

of gov-

ernment regulation and cited a “fixed
movement” in Washington seeking to have
the government, in one form or another,
interfere in the business. “This would
mean regulation of exhibition as well as of
production and distribution and it is
said.
something

you

ought

to discourage,”

he

He attacked the presence of stars on the
air and the Neely measure as unfair and
as an entering wedge for government in
business. The industry had brought the
government suit on itself, he also charged,
adding that nothing in his opinion could
now stop it. On the code, he remarked, “I
wonder if the distributors, because of their
stubbornness, have not waited too long. I
have never seen such a lack of foresight
on the part of those who should have
brought

this about

way, I hope
Attacking

"Whatever you think of the code,” he
said, “it does not vary from the spirit of
the original discussions by one iota. There

a long time ago.

Any-

the code does it.”
the open reading of the cur-

( Continued

on

page

30-B)

are

no distortions or statements in ‘lawyer language’ which were not agreed
upon. Naturally, many of the clauses are
presented in clearer language form, but
that’s all. That’s why lawyers exist.”
He pointed out there had been many
points of view to consolidate, but that, in
the final analysis, no group of lawyers
could

prevent the distributors from including what they had determined to embrace in the code.

Neil F. Agnew, vice-president in charge
of Paramount distribution, spoke very
briefly over the floor “mike.” He said,
“The industry has been looking for unity
and clamoring for it. Therefore, this
code ought to get a chance to see what it
can

~*mord studi
Come—
HeDeepDiind notes
is Ed Kuykendall, president of MPTOA
and an unusual figure to appear at any national Allied
convention. Kuykendall spent five
hours preparing a speech on his way
to Minneapolis, then destroyed it on
behalf of a new one.
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bring about in that direction.” Sussman, eastern divisional manager, and
Gehring, central divisional manager for
20th Century-Fox, then declared their
company was pledged to observe the pact
and all its provisions. Scully, general
sales manager of Universal, followed and
made the identical pledge.
For the first time “on the other side of
the fence,” H. M. Richey, former Allied
leader in Michigan and now director of
exhibitor relations at RKO, spoke. He
urged that the code be given an operating

Not allied, but an Allied convention
anyway. Harry Brandt, president of
ITOA of New York, and Milton C.

From

the ITOA—

smoTd studi0

Weisman, attorney for the association. Brandt, in New York now, urges
exhibitors who want code to join
ITOA.
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TRIPLE
SUCCESS
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THREE

reasons

Eastman’s

why

three new films enjoy continued
outstanding

The

success:

special features

bring to their particular jobs. ...The

they
un-

surpassed photographic quality they impart to every scene. ...The priceless assurance of reliability they give to the
whole

motion

Kodak

picture industry. Eastman

Company,

Brulatour,

Rochester,

N. Y. (J. E.

Inc., Distributors, Fort Lee,

Chicago, Hollywood.)
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New Film Rein Bill
Planned in House

Columbia Is Charged
With Conspiracy

Cupid Over
Miami
Miami — This

city

appears

to

be

a

mating

Washington — Covering everything from
divorce to advertising, legislation dealing
with the motion picture industry in a
most comprehensive measure is being
whipped into' shape for introduction in
Congress by Representative Lyle H.
Boren <Dem„ Okla.).
Declaring himself disgusted with the
guerilla warfare which he said has characterized the consideration of motion picture legislation in the past. Congressman
Boren explained that his legislation was
developed without the aid of any organized
interest, either in or outside the industry;
is based on economic rather than “cultural” or moral considerations, and constitutes what he believes is necessary to
eliminate monopoly and unfair practices
and broaden the field for independent
operations.
Outstanding features of the bill, it was
learned, will be:
Divorce of exhibition from production.
Outlawing of block booking and blind
selling.
Limitations on prices of pictures sold
singly and in blocks.
Expansion of cancellation privileges.
Elimination of the special privileges now
enjoyed by chains.
Refusing to reveal the mechanics which
he would establish to bring these reforms
about. Representative Boren said that it is
his desire not only to divorce exhibition
but to impose some restriction upon the
size of chains so as to give local exhibitors a better competitive position.
Eyeing

Block

Booking

With respect to block booking, he said
he is considering making block buying also
illegal so as to remove any advantages
which exhibitors might acquire unfairly
through use of the bargaining position
which they would secure if the restrictions
were upon the distributors only.
The blind buying section will provide
for a synopsis as part of the contract,
much in the manner of the corresponding
provisions of the Neely bill, but with the
added requirement that where scenes of
vice, crime, sex, etc., are involved it must
be noted that such scenes appear in the
film. In this connection, it was explained,
consideration is being given to a provision
that the synopsis need not be made a
part of the contract in the case of pictures
screened for an exhibitor before purchase.
Thought also is being given to a possible
provision making trailers exploiting coming attractions subject to the laws against
unfair and deceptive advertising.
In dealing
privileges

with

cancellations,

it is Con-

gressman Boren’s belief that rejection
should not be contingent upon

the number of pictures taken by an exhibitor, but that in handling this matter
precautions should be taken to prevent the
circumvention of the cancellation privilege
or its use as a device to conceal overbuying
with

the intention
tor of product.

“A

a competi-

cancellation privilege properly administered will cure many of the evils now

existing

26

of depriving

within

the industry,”

he said.

ground for Max Fleischer's personnel since he moved his production
facilities from New York.
Since production of “Gulliver's Travels" got under way there have been
at least six marriages and a number
of others have filed intentions to wed.
One

marriage

which

gained

consid-

erable publicity was that of Jack Mercer (Popeye) and Margie Hines (Olive
Oyl).

Paramount Directorate's
Re-election Seems Sure
New York — Not a change is expected
when Paramount stockholders meet here
June 20 to elect directors, who in turn will
elect the entire

incumbent

slate of offi-

cers, company spokesmen declare. Stockholders have been asked to re-elect the
present roster of 16 directors.
In a supplemental proxy statement sent
to stockholders, which contains more detailed information than the initial statement as required by SEC rules, the record holdings in Paramount of Hemphill,
Noyes

& Co., of which Stanton Griffis, executive board chairman, is a special partner, are 4,060 shares of first preferred
stock, 7,636 shares of second preferred
stock and 66,377 shares of common stock.
Holdings of other directors include those
of Lehman Bros., of which John Hertz is
a partner, are set forth as 100 shares of
common held beneficially, 3,300 shares of
first preferred, 3,500 shares of second preferred and 8,625 shares of common. The
record holdings of Hallgarten & Co., of
which Maurice Newton is a partner, are,
according to the proxy statement, 279
shares of first preferred, 6,900 shares of
second preferred and 25,010 of common.
The statement declares the omission in
the original proxy statement of holdings
for Neil F. Agnew, John W. Hicks jr„ and
Adolph Zukor indicates they held no stock
in the corporation.

New York — A 21 -page complaint filed in
Kings county supreme court by Samuel
Shapse, a Columbia stockholder, charges
Columbia’s directors and others with negligence, mismanagement, fraudulent conspiracy and waste of corporation funds.
Shapse, “on behalf of himself and for
the benefit of all other stockholders of
Columbia Pictures similarly situated,”
names Harry Cohn, Jack Cohn, A. H. Giannini, Leo M. Blancke, Saul Bornstein, Mary
Brandt, as executrix of the estate of Joe
Brandt, deceased, Abraham
Schneider,
Dave Fogelson,
ienne Burkan.

Charles

Montpelier, Vt. — Six distributors, Interstate Theatre Corp., operators of the
Star here and its affiliated exhibitors are
named defendants in a $125,000 anti-trust
suit brought in U. S. district court by
Tegu’s Palace in this city. Damages of
$100,000 are sought by the Palace and $25,000 by the Gem in Lyndonville.
The complaint avers defendants violated
the anti-trust laws, alleges restrain of trade
and monopoly in exhibition of films in 29
of the 32 New England cities and towns
where Interstate controls theatres to the
detriment of independent exhibitors.
The Palace management also charges
that Interstate and defendant distributors
entered into a “combination and conspiracy” in an attempt by “threats and coercion” to compel the Palace to close or be
turned over to the Rockingham Operating
Co., Vergenes and Bellows Falls.

and Mar-

Plaintiff charges that Harry and Jack
Cohn and Giannini fraudulently conspired
with other directors to unlawfully extend
their stock options for an additional period
of three years and four months from
March 4, 1934, at which time their options
to purchase expired.
The complaint declares the voting trust
agreement contained no provision giving
such voting trustees power or authority to
extend the option date of registered nontransferrable stock purchase warrants and
that signing of such alleged extension certificates was contrary to the powers vested
in the voting trustees.
Shapse attacks the weekly salaries of
Harry and Jack Cohn and Schneider, listed at $3,500, $2,000 and $1,250, respectively.
He alleges individual defendants failed to
perform their duties as directors, and on
the contrary, “each was so negligent and
careless that funds and property of said
defendant corporation were mismanaged
and wasted and said corporation thereby
suffered great loss and the value of stock
of the plaintiff was greatly reduced.”
Shapse wants the court to set a “fair
and reasonable” salary for the Cohns and
Schneider, asks that the stock options be
cancelled and that the profits received by
the Cohns by their exercise of the options
be turned over to the corporation.

See Orange
Sextet of Distributors
And Interstate Sued

Schwartz

County

Case

Delay by Federal Court
New York — Unless the federal court
trial calendar is considerably reduced
within the next week, trial in the Orange
County anti-trust action against major
distributors will be put off to the fall term.
The action is listed as the 42nd case on
the trial calendar. Since the federal court
recesses late in June for the summer preceding cases will have to be cleared within a week before the Orange action is
reached.

Major

attorneys

say this is im-

probable.

Infringement

Suit

New York — The Optical Development
Co. has filed a supreme court action here
against

Burleigh Brooks, Inc., claiming infringement of a patent developed by them
in 1938 as an aid in judging the lighting
of scenes to be taken
ative film.

on panchromatic
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ID) W
Neagle

gTANTON
GRIFFIS got in by train Sunday from the coast and Paramount’s
convention. Milt Kusell was in earlier,
having chosen the airlanes . . . Monroe
Greenthal postcards that the upper
reaches of New York are simply grand if

Eric

Mayell, 20th-Fox Movietonews cameraman, was arrested the other day while
taking pictures of the Japanese barricades
outside the British Coricession at Tienstin,
China . . . Sidney and Laura Deneau of the
Fabian office are mourning the death of
their mother. Sigmund Kasse of the same
office recently lost his father . . . And by
the way, the circuit is now getting out a
monthly publication for its employes known
as The Family Circle.

you’re touring with the top down, and
that he’ll put in a good word so we can
get Fourth of July off . . . Andy Smith jr„
a Fifth
from

Avenue hatless, tanned and nonchalant stroller . . . Walter Gould is back
an auto tour that took him around

Canada’s Gaspe Peninsula. The net
has made him so nautical that he’s
ping for an outboard motor . . . C. R.
inson, Paramount sales manager for
Britain, and Tony
tor there, return

effect
shopDickGreat

Hal

Danson

Ernie

of Paramount

seven-pound, boy was
Danson at Harkness

is a papa.

delivered
Pavilion,

A

to Mrs.
Medical

Center. It’s their first . . . Jack Glenn,
March of Time director, is back at his
home office desk after three months’ work
directing film units in Cuba and several
southern states, as well as taking some
time to visit his family in Houston . . .
Lou Nova, who recently mussed up Max
Baer’s hair and fistic comeback, is making a personal appearance at the Orpheum, Jersey City, June 23 . . . Barney
Balaban, a three-decker sandwich and a
newspaper, going it alone for luncheon at
the Cadillac . . . Ernest A. MacKenna,
managing executive of Ross Federal Research Corp., will be married to Doris M.
Williams of New Orleans in that city June
28. After a honeymoon trip to Havana the
MacKennas will live in New Rochelle.

Emerling

of the Loew

advertising

and publicity department is back from a
vacation abroad with a nice cherry coloring which he got sunning on deck . . .
Florence Browning, assistant to J. Robert

Reddin, publicity direcshortly after attending

the company’s coast convention . . . Manny
Silverstone promises to discard his vest
as soon as he finds another resting place
for his pocket watch and cigarette case
. . . Morris Helprin bought a map of
Trenton, N. J., the better to ease through
it on his way to and from that farm, and
says he has lopped off five minutes from
his former running time . . . Freddie
Meyers and Max Fellerman, two Sixth Avenue subway hole gapers . . . Martin Quigley sailed Saturday on the Italian liner
Roma for a European holiday.

are due Wednesday from Hollywood to attend the RKO convention . . .

— Photo

by

Cosmo-Sileo

To the Normandie —
The

cameraman

gets around

“Thin Man” series, with William Powell. Hornblow isn’t talking about business while vacationing.

Sam Rinzler, the Brooklyn circuit operator, pulled a nifty the other day when a
Boxoffice reporter asked him if he was
negotiating new film buys. Said Rinzler,
did you

ever hear

her sum. . . Ben
from the
route to
changes:

Dave

to Myrna

Loy and her husband, Arthur Hornblow jr„ as they arrived from the coast
prior to hopping the Normandie for a
three-week stay abroad. Miss Loy, on
her return, is down for another of the

“When

Rubin, has been vacationing at
mer home at Brookfield, Conn.
Goetz and Victor Saville are due
M-G-M studios momentarily, en
England . . . Two Fabian circuit

of an

exhibitor

buying at this time of the year. I’m still
losing on the old product” . . . Clay Eastman, Albany Paramount manager, and
Henry Randel, local manager, got back
Thursday from the coast bemoaning the
five-day rail trek east . . . Harold B.
Franklin says he may go back to the coast
next week . . . Herbert Wilcox and Anna

Rogers of the Maplewood, Maplewood, N. J., is at the Rialto, Westfield,
while E. Lenihan of the latter house is now
at the Maplewood . . . A1 Treadwell, service chief at the Brooklyn Paramount, is
sponsoring a series of fishing trips . . .
H. J. Yates is back from an extended visit
to the Republic studios . . . Jake Milstein
already has gone Hollywood in his summer attire . . . Harry Miller of the Brooklyn Paramount and Gunnar Anderson of
the Fox, Brooklyn, are seriously ill, the
former at the Beth Israel Hospital and the
latter at Brooklyn Hospital.
Al Lowe, UA’s general manager for
South Africa, sails for Liverpool on the
Carinthia, July 1, from where he will make
connections for his new assignment . . .
Danny
Ruth
Capt.

Heiss of Columbia's production department is honeymooning with his bride,
Gillman, in the Adirondacks . . .

Harold Auten, the only British subject in the United States who is a wearer
(Continued

on

page

30-D)

Norman B. Rydge, chairman of the
board of Greater Union Theatres, was host
at a luncheon to the local trade scribes
at the Hotel Gotham before he returned
to his native land . . . More than 100
merchandise and cash prizes are on hand
for the annual Warner Club boat ride
to Bear Mountain, June 21. Ralph W.
Budd is chairman in charge of arrangements . . . Arthur Arce, vice-president
and

head of S. O. S. Cinema Supply’s export department, sails on the S. S. Borinquen, June 22, with specifications for a
number of new theatres shortly to be
erected in the Caribbean area . . . Sam
Pinanski of Boston was a home office visitor with Paramount theatre executives
. . . The annual golf fiesta staged by
George Walsh of Netco brought Bob Weitman, Harry Royster, Harry Rubin, Harry
Kalcheim, Leon Netter, Paul Phillips,
Monty Gowthorpe and J. McDermott from
the local Paramount offices up to the
Powellton Country Club at Newburgh.

BOXOFFICE
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cs Dine Publicist—
Criti
Film critics from metropolitan daily newspapers gather at Pietro’s to fete
Leonard

Gaynor, recently resigned newspaper publicity contact for 20th Century-Fox. Clockwise, starting from lower left, are Leo Mishkin, Morning
Telegraph; Ben Crisler, Times; Wanda Hale, News; Bosley Crowther, Times;
William Boehnel, World-Telegram; Kate Cameron, News; Gaynor; Rose
Pelswick, Journal- American; Frank Nugent, Times, and Mrs. Nugent; Edgar
Price, Brooklyn Citizen, and Mrs. Price; Bland Johaneson, Mirror; Horoard
Barnes, Herald-Tribune; Mrs. Leo Mishkin; Thomas Pryar, Times; Dorothy
Masters, News; Herb Cohen, Brooklyn Eagle; Irene Thirer, Post, and Zac
Friedman, her husband.
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SAG Refusal Slows

Government Seeking
View of Exhibitor

4 A's Negotiations

Washington — Views of responsible exhibitor leaders on the current problems
of the motion picture industry, as well as
those of the producers and distributors,
are being sought by Secretary of Commerce
Harry Hopkins.

New

York — Negotiations toward consolidation of the various branches of the Associated Actors and Artistes of America
are slowed down temporarily as a result of
a rejection made by the Screen Actors
Guild of several aspects of the proposed

Originally planning to deal with distribution problems only, officials of the
department, following their conference
with Will Hays and heads of important
producing companies on June 6, reached
the conclusion no satisfactory solution
could be reached without bringing in the
exhibitor factions.
In a step which made the move a dramatic incident of Allied’s convention at
Minneapolis, Dr. Willard L. Thorp, special assistant to Secretary Hopkins, on
June 14, telegraphed to Col. H. A. Cole,
president of the association, extending an
invitation to send representatives to Washington to confer with department officials
on June 20.
Simultaneously, Dr. Thorp dispatched a
similar message to Ed Kuykendall, president of the MPTOA, but setting the date
of June 21.
In his telegram, Dr. Thorp explained
that “in connection with our examination
of the problems of the motion picture industry, Secretary Hopkins wishes to obtain the views of the theatre owners.
Would it be possible for representatives
of your group to meet with Department
of Commerce

officials in Washington?”
To

Get

All

Views

Discussing the proposed meetings with a
representative of Boxoffice, Dr. Thorp
explained that, after conferring with Allied
leaders next Tuesday and exhibition heads
on Wednesday, the department will have
the views of all three of the important
groups in the industry. No date, he said,
has yet been set for another meeting with
the distributor group.
Dr.

Thorp’s discussion of the department’s aims made it clear the meetings
are purely exploratory and that the department has no idea of in which fields
it may be of service to the industry.
At the June 6 meeting, which he said
was

one

plan.
As outlined by Kenneth Thomson, executive secretary of the SAG, the issue apwant

pears to be that of “States rights vs. federalism.” Thomson said the SAG did not
to surrender its autonomy to a group

of paid executives.
He also vetoed the proposal of a central
treasury. On the other hand, Thomson
feels economies can be effected through a
setup on a confederation

Bidding " J. A" Goodbye —
Surrounded on the deck of the Washington by a number of home office
executives, who came down to wish
him

bon

voyage,

is Joseph

A. McCon-

ville, Columbia' s foreign manager. His
European trip marks the beginning of
an

extensive world-wide tour of Columbia’s offices. He, incidentally , is
the only one wearing a hat. At his left
is Louis J. Barbano, assistant treasurer,
who is accompanying McConville to
Europe. At the extreme left are Abe
Schneider and Leonard Picker. Rube
Jackter, hat in hand, Orving Morross
and Floyd Weber are at the right.
High in the rear, on the steps, are
Leo Jaffe and Mortimer Wormser.

other

departments. But, Dr. Thorp admitted, whether this can be done in the
case of the film industry remains to be
seen. The present meetings are designed
to show whether there are any problems

basis.

The SAG’s problem is more difficult
since the main office and membership are
located on the coast. Headquarters for
one big union would have to be established
in New York. Thomson asserts the leadership of SAG must be in constant contact
with its membership.
Meanwhile Mrs. Florence Marston, eastern secretary of the SAG, will continue to
meet with the 4 A’s committee in an effort
to find a solution popular to all parties
concerned.

vice.
in which
Heads

the

department

of both

can

exhibitor

be of ser-

groups

imme-

diately accepted the department’s invitation, but while Kuykendall agreed to have
representatives of the MPTOA
present on
the agreed date of June 21, Cole advised
Allied leaders could not gather in Washington before June 26.
While no date was immediately set for
the conference with Allied, department
officials said that unless other engagements have already been made for June
26 that date would
tory to them.

probably

be satisfac-

of general discussion, the distributors referred to a number of prob-

lems, but did not ask the department’s
aid with respect to either the trade practice proposals or a consent decree in the
department of justice suit.
At that meeting, he explained, it was
agreed certain factual matter would have
to be compiled if some of these problems
were to be further discussed, and as a
result of the conference the conclusion
was

reached the exhibitors should be consulted, since they were interested in many
of the matters brought up by distributors.
At the moment, he admitted, the course
of the conferences is vague; department

officials are studying the various problems presented and are attempting to determine whether and, if so, where they
can be of assistance.
It is the department’s desire to aid
industry in the solution of its problems,
either by direct consultation and advice
or as intermediary between industry and
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As Warner

District Heads

Met —

— Photo

by

Cosmo-Sileo

Warner Theatres district managers met together for the first time at the
home office with Joseph Bernhard, general manager. Front row, left to
right-. Leonard Schlesinger, home office executive; Charles Dooley, Bernhard,
Dick Wright, and Charley Smalcwitz; second row, Rudy Kuehn, Jack Keegan,
Guy Barrett, Dick Hill, Max Melincoff, Harry Turrell, Henry Needles, Ralph
Crabill, Steve Barutio, Tony Williams, Lou Davidoff, Larry Graver, Frank
Harpster,

Paul Castello and Ray Brown; standing, Dinty Moore, Stewart McDonald, home office executive; Sid Jacobs, C. J. Latta, Tom Fordham, Al
Plough, Jack Mulhall, Ed Moore, Harry Goldberg, home office; Dan Finn,
Nat Glasser, Charles Ryan, H. W. Wheeler, Harry Lohmeyer, Guy Wonder.
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Schaefer Sees Small
Television Threat

Five Promotions in RKO
Field Staif Revisions
New

York — Five promotions

in RKO’s

field staff, occasioned by revisions
sales force, have been effected.

New

York — “The

television

threat

to

present outlook of a
the

motion

picture

theatres seems very small,” George J.
Schaefer has informed Allied of New Jersey. The exhibitor organization protested to the RKO president for allowing a
condensed version of “Gunga Din” to be
made available to NBC
for television
broadcasts on the ground that this constituted a new form of theatre competition.
Replying to Allied, Schaefer declares
RKO

is “fully conscious of our responsibility to our exhibitors. We are naturally

interested, just as you are, in the progress of television and in the effect which
it will have upon the entertainment field.”
He explains the film in question was
used recently in Los Angeles for television

in the

S. S. McFadden, office manager at Portland, has been made a salesman in the
same branch, succeeding B. R. Keller, resigned.
L. L. Goldsmith, office manager at Seattle, advances to salesman in the same office, succeeding Jack Nelson, resigned.
Thornton C. Cox, formerly booker in Atlanta, is promoted to salesman in New
Orleans, succeeding J. S. Carscallen, resigned.
Edwin C. Stengel, formerly student
salesman in Chicago, is a regular salesman in Minneapolis, replacing J. E. Rosen,
resigned.
John Wangberg, former office manager
in Kansas

City, becomes home
resentative to fill the vacancy

office repoccasioned

Grinieff Signs Sutherland
While on Visit to Coast
New

York — Jacques Grinieff, partner of

Boris

Morris in the new producing company which will produce a Laurel and
Hardy comedy for RKO release, has returned from the coast. He says Eddie
Sutherland has been selected as director
and that shooting starts early in July.
Grinieff is the French film executive who
brought

over “Grand

by the transfer
office manager.
Other

changes

Illusion.”

of Ray

O’Brien

include

to Chicago

the promotion

of

P. C. Vaughn jr„ formerly ad sales manager in Atlanta, to booker at the same exchange; Leon A. Herman joins the Albany
sales staff, succeeding William Benson;
Leon Abrams joins the Kansas City staff
as office manager; Joe Stern has been
added to the staff at Toronto as inspector,
replacing Gordon Elliott.

tests as an experiment with a new medium of exploitation for feature product
and future showings, along with others of
one and two reel length, will be confined
to television exhibition at the New York
World’s Pair.
“Because of the fact there are so few
home sets in use,” Schaefer points out,
“that regular telecasting is confined in this
area to two hours a week and that many
technical problems remain yet to be solved before there is any possibility of chain
telecasting, we do not feel apprehensive at
the present

time of encroachment

vision on the motion
Schaefer observes
exhibitors is our own
forts to understand
developments in the
toward

the end

by tele-

picture theatre.”
“the interest of the
interest and our efand keep abreast of
field of television are

of protecting

and

coordi-

nating our joint interests.”

24 to 30 Big Pictures by
RKO Forthcoming Season
New York — On the eve of the company’s convention, it is reported George
J. Schaefer, RKO president, will tell delegates between 24 and 30 big pictures will
be made this coming season, resulting from
deals he lined up during his extended coast
visits.

Among

the Foreign Legionnaires —

Three of the RKO foreign contingent here tor the annual convention. Left
to right. Ben Camrnack, assistant to Phil Reisman, foreign head; Nat Leibeskind, Argentine manager; Bert Reisman. manager of Peru. The picture shows
Leibeskind absorbed in Boxoffice flashes after his two confreres got through
with it.

■— Metropolitan Photos

They Arrive in Bunches —
When

the largest contingent from abroad arrived for the RKO convention, home office executives and Walt Disney representatives gathered at the French Line Pier to greet the incoming Normandie passengers. As you see the men, from left to
right, they include: Phil Reisman, in charge of foreign affairs; Reginald Armour, European general manager; Assistant Export Manager Ben Y. Camrnack; B. D. Lion, home office executive; Ralph Hanbury, managing director in the United Kingdom; Gunther Lessing, home office executive for Walt Disney Enterprises ; Roy Disney, brother of the producer and general manager of the Disney company; R. K. Hawkinson, home office executive; Ralph Doyle, Australian managing director; Leon Britton, general manager in the Far East; William Levy, head of the Disney office in Great Britain; W. B.
Feignoux, in charge of the French office for Disney; Kay Kamen, head of Kay Kamen Enterprises, American representative
for Disney tieups, and Hal Horne, eastern Disney representative.
BOXOFFICE
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G
.

Delegates Pour In
For RKO Conclave

Renz, student salesman.
Chinell, N.
E. Lux, sal
CHARLOTTE: L.
N. Sper
J. , Colquhoun,
branch
manesmen;
R.
ager; R. F. Branon, R. S. Mitchell, F. W. Gebhardt, salesmen.
S.

CHICAGO:
Gorelick,

J. C. Osserman, branch manager;
J. Cozzi, J. J. Clarke, H. H. Wal-

ders, M. J. Kassel,
manager.

New York — Delegates from 13 branches
were pouring in here over the weekend

The

sales personnel

will be greeted

DENVER:
J. H.
Lee, F. P. Brown,

Strumpf, Edward Ugast, J. Wangberg,
thur Willi and G. E. Youngman.

Disney: Richard Condon, Roy Disney, Wally Feignoux, Chester Feitel,
James Finey, Hal Horne, Kay Kamen,
Gunther Lessing, William B. Levy and Leo
Samuels.
March of Time: Louis deRochemont,
Major G. Fielding Eliot, A1 Sindlinger and
John Wood.
RKO Pathe News:
Frederic Ullman jr.

Frank

Donovan

and

RKO
Theatres: Jim
Brennan, A.
Christensen, O. C. Doering jr., Harold
Emdee, Max Fellerman, Leon Goldberg,
Louis Goldberg, Tom Gorman, Nat Holt,
Malcolm

Kingsberg, Ike Libson, H. McDonald, Harry Mandel, Fred Meyers, J. J.

Ashby, branch
salesmen.

mianager;

F.

J.

INDIANAPOLIS:
R. E. Churchill, branch manager; R. L. Brentlinger, G. Hancock, P. J. Fortune, salesmen.

G.

— Metropolitan

Photos

Not Here for Convention —
He

came over with RKO foreign delegates on the Normandie, but his purpose is entirely different. He is en
route to the coast. The name, Anthony
Collins, prominent arranger and composer in England. He has been assigned to score “Nurse Edith Cavell” for
Herbert Wilcox. Collins previously
created music accompaniments for
“Victoria

the

Great’’

and

“Queen

of

Destiny.”
O'Connor, Sol Schwartz,
Major L. E. Thompson.

Ar-

Walt

office

F.

which

George J. Schaefer, J. J. Schnitzel', A. A.
Schubart, Elmer Sedin, Irving Shiffrin,
Cresson E. Smith, E. J. Smith, Dave

O’Brien,

DES
MOINES:
L. Elman, branch manager; W.
DeFrenne, E. E. Gruenberg, P. Fine, salesmen.
DETROIT:
J. F. Sharkey, branch manager; F.
Bonnem, M. E. Cohen, Lou Padolf, salesmen.

by

W. E. Dahler, Ned E. Depinet, W. V. Derham, J. C. DeWaal, J. A. Downing, Harry
Ehrreich, John Farmer, Alfred Frank,
Harry Gittelson, Lou Goudreau, Ben
Grimm, R. K. Hawkinson, Harold Hendee, Michael Hoffay, William Home, Sid
Kramer, Charles Leonard, Jack Level,
Jules Levy, Jack Lewis, B. D. Lion, S.
Barret McCormick, E. L. McEvoy, W. J.
McShea, William Mallard, W. J. Merrill,
Harry Michalson, Lou Miller, George
Muchnic, Rutgers Nielson, M. G. Poller,
Phil Reisman, H. M. Richey, Ralph Rolan,

A

DALLAS:
C. W. Allen, branch manager; W. V.
Adwell, J. E. Huey, V. H. Adams, C. J. Wheeler,
salesmen; R. Helms, office manager.

Depinet and Jules Levy upon their arrival at the convention scene, following

George J. Schaefer will be introduced. It is expected that the 250 who
will register during the various sessions
will mark a new high in attendance.
The list from the home office and studio
includes: R. V. Anderson, Leon Bamberger,
Phil Barbanell, Howard Benedict, James
Boyle, W. A. Burke, Ben Y. Cammack, J.
E. Cashman, James Clark, W. A. Clark.

R.

CLEVELAND:
G. Lefko, branch manager;
A.
Goldsmith, M. E. Lefko, J. Lawrence, salesmen.

preparatory to RKO’s annual sales conclave which gets under way at the Westchester Country Club, Monday, for four
days.
Ned

salesmen;

CINCINNATI:
S. C. Jacques, branch manager;
A. L. Sugarman,
J. A. McKnight, A. L. Kolitz,
R. Williams, salesmen.

Mort

Singer

and

Louis Hyman, representative for Sol Lesser, W. G. Van Schmus, Jack Pegler,
Charles

Casanave and Joe Heppner,
tographer, are also attending.

pho-

Seven district managers are on deck.
These are W. E. Branson, Chicago; H. C.
Cohen,

Los Angeles; L. M. Devaney, Toronto; Nat Levy, Detroit; H. M. Lyons, Atlanta; J. H. MacIntyre, Boston; S. M.
Sachs, Dallas.
The field force follows:
ALBANY:
B. G. Kranze, branch manager; G. F.
Tucker, Leon A. Herman,
salesmen.
ATLANTA:
J. B. Brecheen, branch manager;

1-OS ANGELES:
N. P. Jacobs, branch manager; S. W.
Whitehead,
J. Rubenstein, J. F.
Samuels, salesmen; Lou Fink, student salesman.
MEMPHIS:
A. M.
Avery, branch
manager;
Grover Wray, R. V. Reagin, salesmen.
MILWAUKEE:
A. N. Schmitz, branch manager;
M. Anderson, H. Melcher, E. Spiers, salesmen.
MINNEAPOLIS:
L. E. Goldham’mer,
branch
manager;
W.
C. Winters, A. F. Stern, E. C.
Stengel. F Abelson, Joseph Loeffel, salesmen.
NEW
HAVEN:
B. Pitkin, branch manager; W.
Canelli, salesman.
NEW
ORLEANS:
P. M. Baker, branch manager; R. E. Pfeiffer, T. C. Cox, salesmen.
NEW
YORK:
R. S. Wolff, branch manager;
P. Hodes, E. T. Carroll, J. J. Dacey, J. Ellis,
L. I. Kutinsky, H. Zeitels, salesmen; F. Drum,
office manager.
OKLAHOMA
CITY:
R. B. Williams, branch
rnanager; P. D. Fielding, C. A. Blakeley, Scot
Chestnutt, salesmen.
OMAHA:
C. J. Dressell, branch manager; Sol
Yeager, J. Rosenberg, R. Olson, R. F. Egner,
salesmen.
PHILADELPHIA:
F. L. McNamee,
branch manager; S. Lefko, H. W. Tyson, M. Shulman, J. J.
MoFadden
jr., E. J. Epstein, salesmen; C. Zagrans, office manager.
PITTSBURGH:
H. H. Greenblatt, branch manager; R. H. Lange, J. Graham,
E. Lebby, J. P.
Lefko, salesmen.
PORTLAND:
M. E. Cory, branch manager;
S.
S. McFadden,
G. M. Engelman, salesmen.
ST. LOUIS:
R. V. Nolan, branch
manager;
H. D. Levy, M. A. Raymon, L. S Gruenberg, salesmen.
SALT
LAKE
CITY: H. C. Fuller, branch manager; G. Davidson, A. T. Mabey, A. W. Baron,
salesmen.
SAN
FRANCTSCO:
G. Wm.
Wolf, branch manager; G. R. Seach, E. A. Stein, C. J. Crowley,
salesmen.
SEATTLE:
E. A. Lamb,
branch manager;
J.
F. Burk, L. L. Goldsmith, salesmen.
SIOUX
FALLS:
S. W. Fitch, branch manager;
E. J. Frace, C. H. Snyder, salesmen.
WASHINGTON:
R. J. Folliard. branch manager; H. E. Kahn, E. W. Grover, C. Knox, A. P.
Folliard, salesmen.
CALGARY:
H. F. Taylor, branch manager; J.
McPherson, salesman.
B.

Wr

sa

I.

St

of

ma

fi
on
na
le
ig
BOSTON:
R
C. Cropper,
manager;
W.
ce
e, branch
ge
sm
ht
r.
eH.
,
H. Gardiner,
C. L.
n; F. Goldstein, F. G. Ross,
DeVizia, M. M. Ames, salesmen; C. McGerigle,
office manager; J. P. Smith, student salesman.
BUFFALO:
C. Boasberg, branch manager;
J.

KANSAS
CITY: T. R. Thompson, branch manager; E. L. Dyson, J. Lewis, A. A. Renfro, K.
Howe, salesmen.

MONTREAL:
Mark
Miller, salesman.

Plottel,

branch

manager;

H.

ST. JOHN:
E. A. Whelpley, branch manager.
TORONTO:
J. F. Meyers, branch mianager; M.
L. Devaney, H. Decker, salesmen.
VANCOLTVER:
W.
S. Jones, branch manager.
WINNIPEG:
H. Woolfe, branch manager;
L.
Plottel, salesman.

Contends RKO's Revamp
Plan Unconstitutional
New York — Arguing the appeal of H.
Cassell & Co., the first of three before the
circuit court of appeals being taken from
Judge William O. Bondy’s order approving and later confirming the RKO plan of
reorganization, Nathan Rosenberg contended the plan violates the fifth amendment to the constitution in that it gives

Fund
The

W

.

Drive
Principals —
ll
e
Sa

tenders

y,
Pand
.

the

tendered

in the

luncheon

given

in honor

of Benny

Ha
Goodman at the
in connection with the amusement division’s
rrHotel Edison
is the fund drive for the United
efforts in behalf of
Jewish Appeal for Refuon
,R
gees and Overseas Needs.
Left
to
right, are: Albert Warner, Goodman, Eddie
.
C
Cantor, Ben Bernie and
David Bernstein. Warner and Bernstein are co.
Pr
chairmen of the amusement
division.
i

bondholders less than they would ordinarily receive if the company was insolvent rather than a solvent corporation.
Rosenberg asserted the plan takes away
property rights without due process of
law. Other appeals to be heard are those
of Copia Realty Co., Fabian Operating Co.
and Ernest W. Stirn.

ce
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With Paramounteers
In the upper

left corner

on Convention —

are William

Rosenow,

Buffalo

hooking

manager;

K. G. Robinson,

Buffalo

branch

manager;

M.

Simon and F. H. Myers, salesmen. Left to right, directly below, in a between-dance tcte-a-tete are Gladys Shepherd,
member of the studio publicity department, and Ted Aber, New York salesman. On top, on the right, from left to right,
are Lloyd Nolan of the acting roster; Henry Randel, Brooklyn branch manager; Olympe Bradna, and Earle W. Sweigert,
Philadelphia exchange manager. In the middle row, are the delegates from Washington, D. C.: Jack Bryan, salesman;
Richard

Doyle, ad sales manager;

Bob

Grace,

booking

manager;

H. C. Thompson,

Harley

Davidson

salesmen. On the bottom row are the men from Buffalo: Fred H. Myers, salesman; Mike Simon,
son, branch manager; Ed Walter, ad sales manager; William Rosenow, booking manager.
production, promises a maximum of action
and minimum of dialogue on the new pro-

Paramount Features

gram.
Max

Are Allotted More

Fleischer

Harry
Hollywood — Although Paramount’s new
production budget continues the same as
for the current season — $30,000,000 — and
the number of features remain without
change over the two seasons, paradoxically
enough the amount of money to be spent
on the 58 for 1939-40 will be greater than
for the identical number for the current
season.
This is explained by the fact 13 single
reel shorts are being lopped off the new
schedule and the money heretofore allocated to this group of brevities now is
tacked on to the feature lineup.
All of the present season’s output will
be delivered as scheduled, Barney Balaban
repeated here to delegates. He has indicated this from time to time and again
assured the sales staffs this would be done.
New York, Hollywood and London again
will contribute features to the schedule,
with the local production hub, as usual,
delivering the bulk of the 58.
William
BOXOFFICE
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is concentrating

his short

subject production on 12 Popeyes in addition to “Gulliver’s Travels,’’ cartoon comedy feature being animated in Miami.

director

of

Sherman

is down

as producer

of

two specials, “The Double Eyed Doctor”
and “The Ne’er Do Well,” aside from his
regular program of six Hopalong Cassidys,
two of which will be “Range War” and
“Riders of the Panamint,” with William
Boyd starred.
“The Royal Canadian Mounted” will be
Cecil B. DeMille’s special on the new setup, done in Technicolor and produced on
a scale comparable with “Union Pacific.”
Of the 58 to be made, Paramount comes
through with 52 titles, a record insofar
as major company announcements go for
1939-40. Four of the missing titles will be
westerns from Sherman, which boils down
to only two important story acquisitions
or announcements to come, barring replacements by new

vances.
There

material

as the season

are several remakes

ad-

listed, among

those being “Beau Geste,” “The Cat and
the Canary,” “The Way of All Flesh,”
“Casey Jones,” “The Light That Failed,”
“The Ne’er Do Well,” and “Light of the

and

salesman;

Weldon

Waters,

Kenneth

Robin-

Western Stars.” The last-named picture
was released by the company on two separate occasions and the new version will be
the second remake. First release was Sept.
26, 1925, followed by one on Mar. 30, 1930.
“The Light That Failed” was originally
distributed by Pathe, Nov. 2, 1916, then
remade by Paramount for release, Dec. 2,
1923.
in

“Beau
1926

Geste” was made by the company
and released August 15 of that

year. It is the lead-off picture on the new
program for release September 2. “The Cat
and the Canary” was one of the big Universal chillers when it was released May
15, 1927. “The Way of All Flesh” was another Paramount release in 1927, specifically July 3. “Casey Jones” was produced
by Real Art and released Feb. 12, 1928.

Engraved Watches to Trio
In Vitaphone Decathlon
New

York

—

Engraved

watches

were

won by Warner district and branch
managers, Robert Smeltzer, Harry Seed
and Bill Mansell, who tied for first place
in the eastern division, and Hall Walsh
of St. Louis, who was first in the western
division, in the first annual Vitaphone
Decathlon.

E
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Bids for Exhibitors

Kuykendall Defends Sears in
Tilt on Rentals Statement
(Continued

from

page

Arbitration, under code formulation, represented 90 per cent of the objective, he
continued, as he declared he found the
current formula too restricted in its sphere.
“The code supplies
rights, but negotiations

certain protective
depend upon buyer

and seller. Regardless of what any exchangemen may claim, the code stipulates
rights specifically. Therefore, what can
we lose by accepting it?,” he said. The
MPTOA, he continued, proposes accepting
the draft in the light of a first step and as
a check on distributor sincerity.
Kuykendall also embarked upon a defense of Sears who, on Wednesday, had
stated the 20 per cent cancellation clause
was to be met by an increase of 20 per cent
in rentals so that one could balance the
other. This statement had created a furore. Declaring he was talking on his own
and giving his own interpretation of the
Sears statement, Kuykendall suggested the
Warner general sales manager actually had
intended to say each distributor proposed
getting all he could in rental terms. On
the other hand, the MPTOA president declared, the cancellation clause meant nothing if Nathan Yamins who had originally
crossed words with Sears on the issue proved to be right. Yamins had insisted the
concession was geared to rental uppage.
Kirsch

Hits

B<SK

Jack Kirsch, president of Illinois Allied,
followed with a prepared address attacking
B&K, but not by name.
He charged
against clearances in Chicago and cited,
without detail, a triple feature situation
there wherein he said B&K were abetting
the growth of the practice by their refusal
to drop the third feature in one of their
theatres

despite the willingness of a competitive independent to so do. He said a
number of efforts had been made to correct the situation, but that all of them had
been stymied by the circuit. “It is up to
the distributors,” he concluded as he directed his remarks in the direction of the
block of seats occupied by the distributor
representatives.
Abram F. Myers, Allied’s general counsel and board chairman, concentrated his
attention on a general answer to statements made throughout the sessions. He
challenged the impression which he said
had been created that the alternative to
code adoption was government regulation.
He challenged Kuykendall on MPTO efforts
at amending the copyright laws in any
move

to relieve the

seating

tax and

de-

clared Allied’s enterprise along such lines
had been resisted by the Hays organization.
He

added he saw no reason why exceptions should be taken to the lodging of
complaints by exhibitors with the government. “If the anti-trust laws are not enforced, maybe someone will forget to en-

30-B

New York — Declaring the MPTOA
does
not represent independent exhibitors and
that Allied represents its officers and directors and not true independents, Harry
Brandt, ITOA of New York president, says
his organization is throwing its offices

The Friendly Gesture
Crept In

24)

rent draft on Tuesday by Sidney Samuelson, Kuykendall assaulted the method of
handling by declaring no effort had been
undertaken to see if any portion of the code
had merit, but that it was presented in a
manner designed to riddle it with ridicule.

Who Desire Code

Minneapolis — During a wTangle on
the altered clause covering forcing of
shorts with features. Col. H. A. Cole

open

to exhibitors of the country who desire to sign the trade practice code. The
ITOA will formally accept the code, probably Wednesday. The services of Milton
C. Weisman, ITOA counsel, are available
to participating exhibitors, Brandt says.
Weisman and the distributors are virtually agreed on a few minor technical
language changes. Brandt will seek code
approval by the six independent exhibitor
organizations not members of Allied or
MPTOA shortly.

stepped to the ''mike" and, in the doing, put his arm on William F. Rodgers' shoulder.
“Getting friendly,"
with a smile.

observed

Rodgers

“No, just for purposes of reaching
the ’mike'," observed Cole, also with a
smile.
Later, reminding that A1
said the open forum would
tea, Rodgers
“Pink

Steffes had
be no pink

remarked:

tea?

It's bordering

on

a

Columbia

riot."

British Sales

Meet Slated July 1-3
force the laws governing
The

murder

bery. Then what?”
Neely bill, he denied,

and

rob-

indicated

no

government regulation. There is no provision in the proposed law calling for the
appointment of a commission or a board,
he pointed out, adding that one group, originally for the bill, had urged regulation by
a commission.

“I believe I was

helpful

in

changing

that point of view,” Myers declared. He further argued the bill merely provided for rules of conduct under its
provisions and emphatically asserted this,
in no wise, was construable as regulation
or its beginnings.
The

Allied

counsel,

later, declared

effort

at inviting

the

and

3, Joseph A. McConville, foreign manager, announced before he sailed on the
W ashington for an intensive European
tour.
The

trip marks the beginning of a worldwide tour which will carry McConville to
South America, Australia and the Far
East. He plans to return to the United
States before leaving for Latin America.
Highlights of the Latin American visit
will be the sales conventions scheduled at
Havana and Buenos Aires.

the

recent visitations to Washington of company presidents constituted an invitation to
government meddling. This, he said, was a
deliberate

New York — Columbia will hold its British sales convention in London July 1, 2

govern-

ment and was initiated “by those who accuse us.” Immediately thereafter, he
made it clear he found no fault with such
procedure only insofar as the fixing of any
blame for embarking on this sort of policy
might enter into the reckoning.

Warner-W&V
New

summed

proposed endorsing. “Don’t take anyone’s
word for it, but study it and make up your

accorded

was

his parting
Bad

Faith

advise

on

this

Charged

Samuelson delivered a short, but caustic
address which sent the assemblage into
wild applause and catcalls, but on the approving side. He charged bad faith in
code formulation, said he saw no reason
why

anything less than the perfect instrument should be adopted and deplored Rodgers’ statement that the majors would go
ahead with or without Allied.

“Is it cooperation to say that, with or
without Allied, we go ahead?,” he wanted
to know. “If we are going, let’s all go
together for a perfect code, not a step in
the right direction and without such a substantial portion of the exhibitors of the
nation

as is represented

by

Allied.”

He

Deal

has

closed

with

Wilmer & Vincent for its new season product covering 18 situations in Pennsylvania and Virginia. Joseph Eagan and
Frank Fowler signed for the circuit, while
Roy Haines, Robert Smeltzer and W. G.
Mansell acted for Warner.

Myers found himself in agreement with
a Wednesday statement by Montague who
had urged each Allied man to think for
himself on the pros and cons of the Neely
measure before determining what side he

mind,”
theme.

York — Warner

up his approach

by declaring

he was

to the code issue

for unity “but not at

was of
at right.”
this point
theIt price

Rodgers

obtained

Cole’s consent to again talk. His short
walk from his chair to the rostrum was
substantial and generous applause. His remarks, already reported,
were short, succinct and very much to the
point. Thereafter, he returned to his seat
and immediately left the room flanked
front and rear by associate distributors.
Resolutions presented by Kirsch were few
and unanimously adopted. One called upon
distributors to curb theatrical presentations in 16 mm. Another condemned star
appearances over the air and endorsed
Darryl F. Zanuck of 20th Century-Fox for
his action along this line. A third complimented W. A. Steffes and Northwest
Allied on convention arrangements. A
fourth

gave full endorsement of the negotiating committee report which led to the
break between Allied, as a group, and the
negotiating distributors on the code.
And

the business end of Allied’s 10th annual convention thereby ended.
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ITOA in New Attack

What

Precipitated

the Break

On Film Players
(Continued
Minneapolis — Lambasting

film

stars

for

indiscriminate radio appearances and urging them to make personal appearance
tours, the ITOA

of New

York

is off on an-

other violent Hollywood attack. “Can
Movie Stars Think?” is the caption of a
full page article in the current issue of The
Independent, ITOA’s house organ which
was distributed widely at the Allied convention here.
“The amazing aspect of motion picture
stars is that that there are so many of
them who don’t know the first thing about
motion pictures. So infrequently do Hollywood stars evidence enough interest in
the industry that pays them their salaries
that when one of them does pronounce
views

on the business of making and exhibiting pictures, it is not only startling but

gratifying,” the article states.
The player referred to is Douglas Fairbanks jr., who is credited with having
stated product is “watered to the point of
becoming anaemic screen literature.” With
that as a springboard, The Independent
then starts going:
“Hollywood is prone to regard the exhibitor as a necessary evil, good enough to
sell pictures to as long as he behaves himself. So far as regarding him as an indispensable cog in the industry and endeavoring to aid him in putting over Hollywood’s
product, that is as remote as a trip to
Mars.
“It would seem that the natural thing
to do when reports of bad business at the
boxoffice come drifting into Movieland
would be for the stars among others to apply themselves in seeking a cause and then
a solution. But such things as double features, chance games, giveaways, poor
grosses, overwhelming criticism and cries
of anguish of some 16,000 exhibitors seem
not to concern them in the least.
“When the picture leaves the studios —
that is when our stars should do their best
work.

Every articulate person in Hollywood has a duty to the business he works

for, especially when
and a week. When
(Continued

he gets several thousexhibitors from coast
on

page
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Allied Buying Pool
Not Mentioned

Neither

was
in

there

open

a

solitary

convention

anticipated movement
down film rentals.

mention

about

seeking

any

to bring

answer
by

ro

po
of William
s

persistent

Col. H. A. Cole

more

in Texas

had

in

years

d

ra theatres
that 23
f
te

been

sell to circuits, never
the uproar

F. Rodgers

al

sa
charges,
s

got

on Thursday

::

June

or
to
in

a

which

thereof and which wo'uld enable the distributors
to deprive an exhibitor of the right to arbitrate
disputes arising thereunder by simply refusing to
accept his application.
The provision against designated playdates on
flat rentals and guarantees as against percentage
is utterly hollow and the provision for arbitrating
the suitability of a particular percentage picture
for preferred playing time
conveys
only the
doubtful privilege of relieving the exhibitor of
that picture in order that the distributor may
designate another in its place. The proposal offers no relief from the increasing abuse of monopolizing all of the exhibitors’ preferred time,
representing sometimes as much
as 80 per cent
of their total weekly revenue, with high percentage pictures.
Provision is made for arbitrating clearance but
this has been marred by the insistence of the distributors— contrary to assurances given your Negotiating Committee — that they shall have the right
to designate one member
of the board of arbitrators. In cases where the dispute is between an
affiliated theatre and an independent theatre, this
participation by the distributors would throw the
board out of balance.
Selling away from an established customer is
made
arbitrable but the many
conditions attached to the provision make
it easy of evasion
and of value only in case the distributor acts in
utmost good faith. The same comment
is pertinent with respect to the provision that some run
shall be made available to an exhibitor applying
therefor.
The “right to buy,” as contended for by Allied
and as sought by the Government
in the pending
suit against the Griffith Circuit and others, is not
mentioned in the proposals.
Overbuying is arbitrable so far as the number
of pictures is concerned; no authority is given
the boards to apportion the product on the basis
of quality, thus guaranteeing the offending exhibitor his choice of the better features and
leaving for the complainant nothing but culls.
Lack of avaliability of prints is not provided
for. Arbitration of contract disputes would not
be helpful on this as the distributors have so
carefully protected themselves in their contracts
against demands
for prints.
The provision relating to coercion in the selling
of pictures contains terms and conditions similar
to those included in the provision with respect to
the forcing of short subjects which greatly impair its usefulness.

re
ma
du
th
ne
I
go distributorsn
e
pr
ri
de
Chicago,
November,
1938,
after
the
t
e
ng
had seoutlined to your Committee
the ianature and
ti
nt
extent a of the concessions they were willing
to
on
ti
s.
grant, they
on announced that they would undertake
s reducing the same to writing as they
the task of
wanted
the proposals to be stated in simple,
understandable language without the complications characteristic of lawyers’ productions. The
following are some of the instances in which the
proposals as thus drafted materially depart from
the representations made
during the negotiations.
(The following references are to the draft dated
June 10, 1939).

Page 7, V
(a), “Not arbitrable,” appears
the first time in the March
30 draft.
Page

c

on
resulted
f

severance of negotiations by
tributors with Allied as a group.
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to

no
chance
t

o

of

5, III, “Public demand
for exceptional pictures.’’ Nullifying conditions appeared
for the
first time in the March 30 draft of proposals.
Page
5, III, second paragraph. Entirely new
limiting clause, never discussed with your Committee and appearing for the first time in the
March 30 draft.

old,

dd
compelled

23)

Page

T

h
Robert J. O'Donnell,
general manager
of the Interstate eCircuit
who came here
p

at the request

page

Preamble, never discussed, appeared for the
first time in the March
30 draft. The significance of this innovation, and its probable effect
on the efforts of exhibitors to secure additional
relief, will be discussed later in this report.
Page 3, subparagraph (d), providing that cancellations not exercised in top brackets shall be
relegated to the lowest bracket. This was never
mentioned in the negotiations and appeared for
the first time in the draft submitted to us on
January 16.

Minneapolis — Not a word on Allied's
proposed national buying
combine
reached the floor of the convention.
made

from

lowance of an enlarged cancellation privilege for
unidentified pictures.
The terms and conditions upon which a limited
cancellation privilege is offered are calculated to
permit of circumvention and evasion and, as we
shall later point out, the indications are that the
distributors are preparing to make
use of the
obvious loopholes in the proposals.
The distributors made
it plain at the outset
that they were not willing to discuss the question of theatre divorcement and, consequently, the
proposals contain
no
provision in
reference
thereto.
The provision relating to the forcing of shorts,
newsreels and
trailers contains conditions and
limitations which greatly impair the effectiveness

or

mt
dis-

o

for

9, VII, second paragraph. Was
not discussed with your Comjmittee, appeared for the
first time in the March
30 draft and, as above
pointed out, materially affects the effectiveness
of the provision against the forcing of shorts.
Page 11, XIII, second paragraph. New, nullifying and not discussed.
Page 12, (iii), clause imposing greater burden

proof on complaining exhibitor than is imposed on a complaining distributor was never discussed with your Committee.
Page
12
(2). Clearance. Clause
recognizing
propriety of clearance, whether legally or illegally
imposed, was
included without consultation, is
new, and extremely dangerous.
Page
cussed.

13

(3).

Overbuying.

Form

was

never

dis-

Page this
14
(XV).
“Agreement
Arbitrate.”
Neither
nor other
arbitration to
features
were
ever discussed in the Negotiations, except with
reference to clearance.
Numerous
suggestions
made by the General Counsel are included in the
latest draft, but the adoptions and rejections of
his suggestions were not discussed even with him.
Pages 15-16 (XVII) — Term. No discussion. The
references to the effect on the Code of possible
legislation was
never discussed and
is out of
line with assurances given in reference to the
Neely Bill.
Page
20 (3). Disputes relating to clearance.
Contrary to all discussions during the negotiations,
as above pointed out, and appeared for the first
time in the March 30 draft.
In order to appreciate the significance of these
changes, most of which
appeared for the first
time in the March 30 draft, it should be remembered that your Committee
had no contact with
Mr. Rodgers’ group after January 16; that the
distributors produced nothing in the way
of a
revised draft between January 16 and March
30,
and

this in spite of the fact that it was published in the trade press and generally known
that the authority of the Allied Committee would
lapse on March 1. The foregoing fully vindicates
the position taken by Allied on December
1 and
restated on numerous
occasions since then that
it would not take final action on the proposals
until

it had a complete program which the distributors would pronounce final.
3. Reports of steps being taken to circumvent

the

provisions of the Code.
While your Committee does not take the position that in this
matter the prospects for the future must be judged
solely by the experiences of the past, they feel
that as an introduction to what follows they may

properly refer to matters that occurred under the
NRA
Code.
During our negotiations the assertion was made
by a member
of the Committee
that in order to defeat the cancellation privilege
allowed

by ' the NRA
Code the distributors deliberately padded their blocks with
low
cost
“cheaters” in order that the exhibitors would
exhaust their cancellation privilege thereon. This
was confirmed by one of the distributor group.
And certainly it is well known
that the practice
of selling shorts on the weekly payment
plan
was devised to defeat the NRA
provision against
forcing shorts except in proportion to the number of features licensed.
From
reports received from credible exhibitor
informants in various parts of the United States
your Committee
is convinced that the following
practices are now
being employed
by some
at
least of the major distributing companies which
are advocating approval of the proposals by the
exhibitors:
—
(a) Requiring
exhibitors to negotiate for
license short subjects before they will even
cuss selling their features.

and
dis-

(b) Shorts are being forced.
(c) Foreign pictures are being forced.
(d) Despite business conditions now
prevailing,
price of flat rental pictures raised and number
of percentage pictures increased to offset possible
loss through exercise by exhibitors of the cancellation privilege.
(e) Special inducements
offered in price and
terms for waiver of the cancellation privilege.
(f) Waiving
of
straight percentage

guarantees
and
selling on
in order to secure preferred

playing time.
(g) Score charges being added to all flat rentals for 1939-1940. In addition, distributors are
increasing film rentals to equal the amount
of
the score charge formerly paid on percentage pictures.
(h) National allocations discontinued, thus retarding free- use of cancellation and restricting
same to the lowest price bracket.
Based on the statement made
by a
principal
executive of one of the major distributors at the
open
exact

forum yesterday, your Committee
must conclude that the purpose of the distributors is to
increased rentals which
will compensate

for any possible loss under the proposals. That
being so, the effect of the Code on the exhibitors
will be to compel them to pay more money than
last year for fewer pictures; or, stated differently,
to require the exhibitors to pay in full for all
pictures cancelled under the privilege granted.
4. Acceptance of the proposals would jeopardize
prospects of exhibitors for additional relief. At the
very first interview which
Messrs. Yamins
and
Myers had with Mr. Rodgers on the subject of
the negotiations, about the middle of September,
1938, the question was posed, “Will participation
on our part mean that we will be precluded from
seeking passage of the Neely Bill?”
told that the negotiations would have
on

They were
no bearing

the Neely Bill or the Government
suits, except as the experience might bring about better

(Continued

on

next

page)
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Cross, had

(Continued
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five minutes

of

the King’s time at the World’s Fair. The
King wanted to know what he was doing

bye, Mr. Chips” as the subject of its first
radio symposium which inaugurated a
series over WNYC.
Chief speaker was Dr.
John Edward Dugan of Princeton High
School.

in America. “I’m in the film business,” replied the captain and then the conversation switched to the navy where both
served . . . Spotted at the preview of “Land
of Liberty” at the Federal Building at the
World’s Fair, Will Hays, who made a quick
exit, Barney Balaban, Jack Cohn, Arthur
DeBrea. Gabriel Hess, Gordon White and
Vincent

Trotta

. . . Daniel

Casey,

Univer-

sal’s general manager for Australia, is reported on his way to America ... Ed
Thorgersen, 20 th-Fox Movietone commentator, Is first of the sports announcers to
be signed for the football broadcasts. He
will do his stuff for La Polina over the
Mutual network.

Erich Pommer, joint managing director of Mayflower Pictures, Ltd., sails
Wednesday for England on the Queen
Mary. Pommer may announce the result
of his negotiations with Paramount for a
renewal of his quota deal before he leaves
. . . The lads over at Warner reversed the
usual procedure and put the trade paper
critics on the pan for a change. This time
it was a frying pan; to be specific, the
projection room on the room. The black
hole of Calcutta had nothing on that projection room; it was that hot. After a
few reels of the travelogue, some of the
less valiant gave up. Before the screening was over an S. O. S. was put in for
iced drinks. At the finish. Publicist Ira
Tulipan
known

came around to carry out the remaining survivors — who
should have
better.

Barney

Balaban got the jump on the returning Paramount coast conventioneers
by landing at his desk early Monday by
way of plane . . . Ralph Pielow, Albany
branch manager for M-G-M, is slated to
take over the New Jersey district managership for the same company and recently relinquished by Dave Levy, who on
Monday assumes his new post at Universal. . . Stuart Dunlap, South American manager for M-G-M, has gone to the
coast to visit his family before returning
to his headquarters . . . Lou Lusty has
gone back to Hollywood . . . William Goetz
was a visitor . . . Arthur Loew is limping
again, the cause being a return engagement of an injury sustained while playing at tennis recently . . . Myrna Loy,
hubby Arthur Hornblow jr., Cary Grant.
Margot Grahame, Joseph Von Sternberg,
Rex Ingram and Mrs. Howard Dietz were
on the outgoing Normandie . . . Andrew
Stone, director of “Victor Herbert,” is
around from Hollywood on a talent scouting expedition.
Budd Rogers
Harry Brandt

has
for

closed a deal with
an engagement of

Archie

Mayo

is at

Banff

and

Lake

Louise, Canada, making exteriors for Walter Wanger's “ The House Across the Bay”
in which Joan Bennett will be featured . . .
.

.

.

John
Mednikow, Chicago independent exchange operator, was a visitor
for several days . . . Paul Nathanson, son
of N. L„ spent a couple of days here conferring with Arthur Lee . . . Sally Eilers
has gone back to the RKO lot to start
work on “Full Confession” . . . Anthony
Collins, arranger and composer, is en
route to the coast from England to score
“Nurse Edith Cavell” for Herbert Wilcox.
He also did the musical arrangements for
“ Victoria the Great” and “Queen of
Destiny,” Wilcox pictures . . . Stuart N.
Lake, magazine scripter, is under exclusive contract to Lichtig and Englander,
agents

. . . Joe Schenck

has been in Wash-

ington the past week . . . Bob Goldstein’s
Tavern seems to be the favorite U A luncheon spot. In one day, Murray and Manny
Silverstone, Harry Gold. James Mulvey,
Harry D. Buckley and Sammy
Cohen
gathered there for the noon-day repast.
E. J. Smith, general sales manager for
Imperial for the past two and a half
years, has resigned and will announce new
plans

shortly, he says . . . William Lawrence McGovern is the father of a six-

pound

boy born at Brooklyn General Hospital. The name is more familiar to lawyers in the business than laymen, McGovern being identified with the department of justice and handling the local end

of the all-industry suit for the government . . . Victor Jurgens, March of Time
cameraman, while en route to Guam, underwent an emergency appendectomy
aboard the Gold Star and has recovered
from the operation . . . Nat Feldman of
Daily Film Delivery Service is summer
weekending it at Mt. Freedom, N. J., with
his family . . . Joseph Ornato has begun
work

on “Good Scouts” for Century Television Pictures . . . July 13 is a big day for

Tex Ritter, Monogram’s buckaroo
who begins a personal appearance
then.

star,
tour

Lou Golding, Fabian general manager
upstate, was in from Albany for general
home office conferences . . . Jack Ellis is
chairman of the testimonial dinner being
tendered Dave Levy, new Universal local
branch manager, June 28 at the Astor . . .
Dick Rowland is in town, as spry as ever
. . . Walter Hoffman, general manager for
Walter Reade in Morristown, spent the
early part of the week in the Mayfair
Theatre Bldg, going over odds and ends
with Leo Justin, Morris Jacks mid M.

“Black Limelight’’ at the Globe late this
month . . . A. P. Waxman way down front

Buchbinder . . . Jascha Heifetz has returned to the coast and sails for Honolulu
soon . . . Darryl F. Zanuck has been here

for the deciding polo game between America and England at Meadowbrook . . . The
Department of Secondary Education of the

and in Washington on personal and business matters . . . Rex Ingram sailed for
England on the Normandie to play in

National

“Thief
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Education

Ass’n

selected

“Good-

of Bagdad”

for Alexander

Korda.

from

relations which
would
abandon such methods.

Report

preceding

page)

lead us voluntarily to
This statement was later

repeated in substance by Mr. Rodgers in a telephone conversation with Mr. Yamins.
It was upon this assurance that Allied entered
into the negotiations.
Since then the distributors have made
every
possible use of the negotiations to defeat the
Neely Bill, to influence the attitude of the Department of Justice in pending litigations and
otherwise to handicap Allied in its efforts to
secure real and lasting benefits for the independent exhibitors.
Because we regard this
factor entering into our
posals should be rejected,
retrace our steps and give
ner in which this programi

as the most important
decision that the prowe feel that we should
an outline of the manwas developed.

At

hearings on the Neely Bill in 193 6 a suggestion was made by spokesmen for the distributors that negotiations be initiated to settle problems within the industry — obviously to prevent
favorable action on the bill.
The next serious proposal along this line came
coincident with a visit of Big Eight executives
to Washington to head off the Government's suit.
The first draft of the proposals (December
1)
was sent to the Department
of Justice with a
statement that they had been agreed to in principle notwithstanding the fact that your Committee had stated — and they hereby reiterate that
statement
— that no
such
reached.
agreement
had
been

The long silence after the January 16 meeting
W'as suddenly broken when the distributors burned
the midnight oil — to quote one of the trade
papers — to get out the March 30 draft on the eve
of the hearings on the Neely Bill.
That draft was presented to the Senate Committee by Mr. Rodgers as a reason why the bill
should not be passed. It is set forth in
the
minority report of the Senate Committee
as a
reason why the bill should not pass.
According to press reports the draft has
been
carried by the distributors to the Secretary
of
Commerce
in an effort to induce him to use his
influence with
the Department
of Justice to
settle the Government
suit on the basis of the
proposals.
The preamble, which
appeared for the first
time in the March
30 draft, would require that
exhibitors agree that the provisions of
the Code
including the continuation with slight
modifications of compulsory block booking and
illegally
imposed clearance, not to mention
many
other
abuses are the fair trade practice
s of the industry. Moreover, the effect of agreeing
to the
Code would be to in effect validate
all other practices observed in the industry and not
specifically

Mr. Rodgers has made it plain that
mentione
d in thb Code.these pro-*
posals represent the maximum
concessions that
the distributors are willing to yield.
Therefore
no further progress can be made
along that line!
t the exhibitors agree to the proposa
ls they will
be greatly handicapped in, if not
actually debarred from, seeking further relief
by
other
means.
This demonstrates the fallacy
of the
argument that this is a “step in
the right direcend of the trail.
U°a ’ r
1S not a step in any direction, it is the
i ne

Board

loregoing

of Directors

report

was

of Allied

considered

States

by

Association

the

on

dlre?*ed that the report be present
ed to
the
Board
The
aPProve
i,1939, and was
an"6,
tenth j Annual
Convention of the d.
Association as
embodying the views of the Board
in respect of
Arbitration.
t»ht-,proposed Trade Practice Code and Rules of

Dougherty, Genhard and
Grace Join 100% Club
Los Angeles — Robert Grace, Washington
booker; Albert Genhard, New Jersey salesman, and William V. Dougherty, Washington salesman, were added to the roster of
Paramount’s 100 Per Cent Club at the
company convention here.
The trio also received
cial insurance policies.

bonuses

and

spe-

Takes 21 -Year Lease
New

York — United

atres has taken
gregate rental
600-seat theatre
St. and Queens
United operates

Long

Island The-

a 21 -year lease at an agof $220,000 on the new
being constructed at 99th
Blvd., Forest Hills, L. I.
other houses on the island.
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WASHINGTON

New

York

. . . Leo

Schimel,

Warner

thea-

tres, is vacationing in New York . . . “Bill”
Ewing, Warner Theatres, covered the cir-

B U IF IF A IL O

and Queen Elizabeth esGEORGE
tablished a precedent in visiting the

cuit in behalf of the feature “Juarez.” In
conjunction with an exploitation cam-

nation’s capital. However, their presence
was timely with the presentation of Universal’s English-made “Mikado” at Keith’s.
Immediately after their entourage passed
the downtown area a thousand admissions
were recorded, establishing a new house
record. Hardie Meakin is looking forward
to a three-week engagement, despite the
current heat wave . . . The Sunday afternoon train to Roanoke was labeled the

^^ITH
and distributors
here
from exhibitors
Albany, Binghamton,
Syracuse,
Rochester, Niagara Falls, Jamestown and

paign on “Angels Have Wings” Warner
launched a model airplane contest and
window tieups with the local air and travel
agencies. In addition the Neptune Room

Cattaraugus, and Lou Weinberg of Columbia’s New York offices on hand to
represent the company, the Variety Club
of Buffalo gave a farewell stag dinner to
Joe Miller, Columbia branch manager,

J£ING

“film special” with the following branch
managers heading for the Virginia MPTO
convention in that city: M-G-M’s “Rudy”
Berger, 20th-Fox’s Sam Wheeler, Universal’s B. Bernard Kreisler, UA’s Fred
Rohrs, Republic’s Sam and Jake Flax.
Tom

Keene, western star, made a personal visit to the local Monogram ex-

change. . . R. Wilson, Monogram’s home
office sales representative, is visiting the
territory with Branch Manager Harry
Bachman . . . “Betty” Dempsey, M-G-M,
was surprised with a shower and luncheon by her associates on her coming marriage June 24. Nellie Schroth of the same
exchange was tendered a farewell party
prior to her resignation June 19 . . . Mary
Principe, Warner, has returned to her
duties after a recent hospitalization . . .
Sylvia and Danny Rosenthal, Columbia,
have chosen New York for their vacation
. . . Mona Pollock has joined the 20 th-Fox
staff as secretary to Ad Sales Manager Al
Miller . . . Oscar Blumenthal, Universal
office manager, celebrated a
birthday
June 7 . . . Mrs. Blumenthal presented him
with a wallet containing a goodly sum,
rather than the customary lucky penny
. . . Russell Anderson, U. S. Film, is spending a ten-day vacation in Worcester, Mass.
Dorothy Norman has joined the GN
staff, replacing Lorraine Middlekauf . . .
S. Meek, Warner, has returned from a
Pittsburgh vacation . . . Earl Jones, formerly of the Arcade, Salisbury, has acquired the Bethany Theatre, Bethany
Beach, Del. . . . Don McCann, Columbia,
has returned from his vacation sporting
a nifty tan . . . Mrs. Rose Zuckerman has
returned to the Metro exchange for the
summer . . . Paul Wall, M-G-M contract
department, has returned to the exchange
after a three-month absence in the field
. . . Harrold Weinberger, former Metro office manager, has been assigned to “Northwest Passage” as assistant director, and is
on location in Lewiston, Ida. . . . “Chick”
Wingfield, Columbia salesman, reports tremendous grosses on the eastern shore on
“Angels Have Wings” . . . Washington’s
Variety Club will hold its annual golf
tournament August 25 at Congressional
Country Club.

named

a cocktail

of his numerous

theatres,

on his vacation . .
ace salesman, is a
Maryland censor
first-run features

:: June

. Joe Young, Universal’s
sub-rosa member of the
board, and takes in all
. . . Mrs. Frank Scully,

wife of Metro’s Frank Scully, is en route
to Maine by motor for the summer season
. . . Matt Donahue, Metro, is visiting here.

1TOA

Starts New

Attack

(Continued

from

complain

page

of bad

30-C)

business,

when

constant

finger-pointing is leveled at Hollywood, when fan magazines inflate the
silly prattle of high-priced stars into pages
of pseudo-scandal, when the business end
of the industry is making serious plans for
the future, when radio is a serious rival to
films — when all these things are confronting us, it means that a house cleaning is in
order and that it’s time for our stars to
take an active interest in their bread and
butter and help to get at the root of the
trouble. Instead of depreciating their boxoffice value by appearing in poor material
on the radio and keeping the movie public
away from theatres, our stars should be
making personal appearance tours, letting
the public see them — not just listen to
them. They should be showing off their
glamour and beauty — not trying to project
it over the air. As an example of what we
mean, we point to the good-will engendered by the recent Warner stunt in Dodge
City, the Paramount celebration in Omaha
and the 20th Century-Fox event in Springfield.
“Our

stars aren't

Trilbys.

They

aren’t

puppets. They aren’t automatons. They
aren’t hunks of clay. They eat and breathe
and — we hope — they think. They are in
the movie-making business. If they have
ideas, let them speak out. The industry
has a responsibility to its stars and we
think it lives up to responsibility pretty
darn well. The stars also owe the industry
plenty, but outside of performing their
assigned duties — and that many times
grudgingly — their interest is limited to getting their options lifted and determining
the size of their names

on the marquees.”

Sears A Sneaks
Plug

in Binghamton; Mr.
vene of the Academy,
Tent No. 7; Frank
of Buffalo

and

Weinberg, Jake Lapast chief barker of
X. Schwab, former
now

in the exhibi-

tion field: Phil Fox, Miller’s successor,
and more than 50 telegrams of good wishes
... A highlight was a huge telephone set,

Against Film Players
to coast

just transferred to Albany. Sydney Samson of 20th Century-Fox was toastmaster.
Syd Lehman of United Artists was chairman of arrangements and also presented
a completely equipped golf bag and clubs
to the guest of honor. There were talks
by A. C. Hayman of Buffalo and Niagara
Falls: William H. Cadoret of Rochester;
T. J. Walsh, Comerford district manager

mayor

In

re-

cently conferred with Universal’s B. Bernard Kreisler and Horlacher’s Ralph Binns
in Charlottesville. The heat of the day
suggested mint juleps, yet the trio were
content sipping soft drinks . . . Catherine
Willis of the Hunter Perry staff will cruise
to South America on her vacation . . .
Mrs. Adeline Evans will take in the New
York fair . . . John J. Payette and Frank
La Falce, Warner theatres, journeyed to
BOXOFFICE

Wing.”

Mary Horner, Warner theatres, postcards a “swellegant” time in Bermuda . . .
“Bill” Ewing is heading for the mountains

Hunter Perry, Dominion theatres, Virginia, although continually contacting the
managers

the “Angel

designed to emphasize and play on Joe’s
long habit of using telephones wherever
he might see them. Incidentally, an ornate
standard-size set
before he received
Nicholas

J.

was presented
the golf clubs.

Basil,

to

him

vice-president

and

general manager of the Basil Bros.’ Theatres, has gone to Chicago in connection
with determination of a policy for the
Century, which Nikitas Dipson and the
Basils will take over August 1. Complete
reseating the house is first on the lessees’
program. There are hints that a vaudefilm program may be offered.
Mrs.

Jacob

Lavene,

wife of the

Acad-

emy’s owner and vice-president of the
Barkerettes, show-women’s organization,
is reported recovering slowly from a long
illness . . . Reuben Farber, owner of the
Commodore, East Side community theatre, is in Buffalo General Hospital . . . J.
R. Levee has gone to Syracuse, joining
Universal’s sales staff.

Alperson Sues Hammons ,
Educational and GN
New York — Edward L. Alperson has
filed a $135,644 suit in the federal court
against E. W. Hammons, Educational and
Grand
tract.

National,

charging

breach

Alperson, former president,
general sales manager of GN,

of con-

and later
claims he

was employed by the company on a fiveyear contract starting Oct. 1, 1938, at a
salary of $1,000 weekly plus 14,000 shares
of common stock, payable in quarterly
payments during the first year. He was
also to receive as much additional stock
as Hammons, his action states.
He claims the company breached the
agreement on Jan. 21, 1939, by failing to
pay

Minneapolis — "I think the code is the
greatest advance in the industry since
Warner Bros, introduced sound."
Gradwell L. Sears from the Allied
vention rostrum.
Then,
through
“Gotta

as

a

the
get

a

sort of an
public

aside

address

little plug

but

said
conalso

system,

in here."

him, and continued to refuse payment until he resigned February 18. Since
his contract could be terminated at the
end

of
given $35,525,
year by plus
six 10,000
months’
notice, heany
is asking
shares
of stock from GN.
From Hammons
and Educational he

seeks $100,000 damages for alleged failure to deliver the promised pictures to
GN, thus causing the company to breach
his contract.
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More Particulars in
WITH
the Miss America season coming
on, theatres are trying to get in on
the advertising connected with choosing
the

beauties. Variety Club has had requests from several Philadelphia exhibitors for privilege of helping pick Miss

Philadelphia.

Irving

Phillips, Park,

Allen-

town, wants to pick his town’s representative. . . Among localities who went off to
the Allied convention in Minneapolis were
Joe Conway, Dave Milgram, Raymond
Schwartz, Michael Felt, Sid Samuelson,
Sally Fisher.
Showmen’s Club testimonial dinner tor
Ray O’Rourke, Doris, former star of the
club, attracted one of the biggest crowd of
notables that ever attended a Showmen’s
function . . . Sitting on the dais were John
B. Kelly, Democratic leader; Dr. Charles
F. Nassau, Director of Health; Thomas J.
Curtin, assistant U. S. attorney general;
Dr. Robert C. White, city controller;
Louis E. Wilgarde, the mayor’s secretary;
Congressman James P. McGranery . . .
Theatremen included Lewen Pizor, Allen
Lewis, Milt Rogasner, Bill Clark, Jim
Clark, Dave Barrist, Sam D. Schwartz.
The

Stanley-Warner

shifts in policy in

Gable, Boyd; Bill Israel, Palace; Marty
Aninsman, Wynne; Henry Kahan, Savoia;
Joe Riley, Liberty; Sol Getzow, Ogontz; J.
Nirenberg , Northeastern, and R. Raelsy,
Holme . . . There were also six winners in
the out-of-town zone — Paul Harvey,
Strand, York; Bert Leighton, Grand, Lane;
L. Black, Warner, Wilmington; R. Kirsch,
Aldine, Wilmington; J. M. Graver, Grove,
and W. Leach, Grand, Camden.
Tommy Scholl, Keystone, had a Legion
parade and an amateur show to ballyhoo
reopening of the theatre, closed for several weeks of redecorating . . . The Capitol,
Reading, has closed temporarily in a dispute between Walter S. Finch and the projectionist and stage hand unions . . .
Theatre owners of Reading are getting the
jitters over a bill introduced into council placing a tax on operation of air-conditioning apparatus. The tax masquerades
under the name of a “meter charge” for
carrying off waste water from buildings
that do not use the city’s water. Since
most cooling plants there use artesian
wells, they
posed tax.
Several

would

come

under

the

pro-

have

been

digging

up old “courtesy trailers” or getting new
ones to cope with a new menace to thea-

are closing for the summer
Namee, RKO, back from

“Remove

Also on their way back from a vacationconvention in Hollywood are Earle Sweigert and his Paramount crew . . . Affiliated shifts place A1 Sonnenberg at the
Adelphi, Charles Wagner at the Allen . ...
Dave Greenberg is up to his neck in work
arranging the Variety Club’s dinner dance
at the Cedarbrook Country Club, June 23.
Bob

Sidman,

Senate,

Harrisburg ,

em-

phasized the music of “The Mikado’’ in
advertising , proved “you don’t have to see
it to enjoy it — listening is enough” by admitting 25 blind persons free. Stunt made
the papers . . . Matt Rosenbluth, Colney,
arranged a personal appearance of the
“Golden Terror,” famous wrestler — without cost . . . Bill Wolf, Allegheny, got a
tieup with a florist’s shop, got several hundred gardenias to distribute to patrons . . .
Trent, Trenton, is closed down for the hot
season . . . Reuben Porit, Temple, attracted attention with his nautical display, including a diving suit, at the showing of
“Devil’s Playground.”
John

Clyde Fisher, second member appointed to the state censor board, was
greeted by exhibitors and distributors at
his office . . . Leo Trainor, Rialto, Allentown, arranged a wedding on the stage to
exploit “Bridal Suite” . . . Bill Lafferty,
Liberty, Tacony, had the Hamilton Disston Public School Band of 60 perform on
the stage ... It brought out almost the
entire school.
Jay King, Yorktown, brought out the kid
customers with a personal appearance of
a band of uniformed Sioux Indians . . .
Stanley-Warner

chiefs figured

up

the re-

sults of the Manager’s Week contest,
named the following as prize-winners : Al
Cohen, Nixon; Al Cohn, Roosevelt; M.

30-F

tres: Ladies’ hats. To meet the male complaints, the managers are promoting a
your

hat”

New York — Jack Berkowitz, president of
Republic Distributing Co. of Upper New
York

and Republic Pictures Corp. of Michigan, has turned back his franchise for the
distribution of Republic pictures in Albany,
Buffalo and Detroit to the parent company.
Berkowitz’ action is said to have been actuated by the pressure of other business affiliations. His franchise had been in effect
four years.
This leaves the parent company handling
direct sales in five territories, the franchises for San Francisco and Los Angeles
recently having been turned back by Floyd
but is not interpreted

as deviat-

ing from the company’s policy of franchise
operations.
Sam Seplowin will continue to manage
the Detroit office, while the Albany and
Buffalo sales will come under the jurisdiction of Jack Bellman, eastern district sales
manager. Arthur Newman recently appointed Republic’s special representative in
Albany, will probably function as branch
manager there. Bernie Mills was manager
for Berkowitz in Albany.

Landes

York — UA

Succeeds

has filed a demand

for a

The demand, which is virtually the same
as that filed by Columbia, will be heard
June 20. It characterizes the particulars
already furnished by the department of
justice as “most sketchy and evasive,” and
goes on to state the petition does not
charge UA owns or ever owned theatres or
that the company ever produced films.
The point is made, that despite 417 pages
of testimony taken in examination of UA
executives, “this examination disclosed
that not only has the government no evidence against UA, but on the contrary,
the corporation is an independent distributing corporation in nowise concerned in
the controversy which the United States is
having
with some
Discontinuance
is urged.

Columbia
New

of
of the
the other
action defendants.”
against UA

Reserved

on

Application

York — Federal

Judge

Clancy

has

reserved decision on Columbia’s application
for a further bill of particulars in the
government’s industry suit. Louis D. Frohlich represented Columbia and Paul Williams, the government.

campaign.

Republic Takes Over
Three Franchises

St. John,

New

further bill of particulars in the government suit. This was indicated by Boxoffice almost a month ago.

Decision

local theatres

downtown houses aren’t over yet, according to reports. The Earle, which dropped
vaudeville last February, may get it back
in the fall . . . The Lorraine and Douglass
. . . Frank Mcvacation . . .

Suit Asked by UA

Kulick

New York — Irving Landes has replaced
Sidney Kulick, resigned, as salesman at
the local Monogram exchange.
George Weeks, general sales manager,
also announces Moe Sherman has joined
the Philadelphia branch, succeeding Simon
Perlswig, salesman, resigned.

Four Distributors Ready
Aid Fields in Lawsuit

to

New York — At least four distributors
have expressed a desire to cooperate in
the clearance dispute of Jack Fields of the
Cameo, Jersey City, according to Emil K.
Ellis, Fields’ attorney.
Ellis says he has had conferences with
representatives of Paramount, Warner,
RKO and M-G-M, who answered his letter
suggesting an examination of the facts,
and indications are a decision will be
reached shortly.
Fields claims he is paying first-run
rentals while being forced to follow the
Fulton

and Apollo, both Skouras operations, and the Orient, Rosenblatt-Welt
house. Ellis declares his talks with distributors have pointed the way for a possible elimination of the clearance on the
Orient and Apollo for his client.

N. Y. Court Discontinues
Loew's Minority Action
New York — Loew’s minority stockholders’ suit, filed by Mannes Fuld and Norman Wolf, has been discontinued by the
federal court, because plaintiff resides in
Pennsylvania and, therefore, the local court
has no jurisdiction.

HoldYorkAppeals'
Opinions
— Decision has
been reserved

New

on three appeals against RKO’s reorganization plan, indicating only one — that filed
by H. Cassell and Co. — is holding water.
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Warner, Majors Face
Suit in Philadelphia
Philadelphia — The first of five suits
which independent exhibitors are known
to be readying against Stanley-Wamer
and the majors reached the filing stage
last week.
The

owners

of the Landis,

Vineland,

N.

J., filed charges of violation of the antitrust laws and anti-price-discrimination
law in U. S. District Court.
Unusual feature of the suit is that the
Mayor of Vineland, John C. Gittone the
two borough commissioners, the chairman
of the Landis township committee and
four committeemen are co-complainants.
They

explain their participation by asserting the unfair practices of the two
Warner theatres in the town are harmful
to the community.
Similar strategy was followed by Harry
Fried, Seville, who got the Bryn Mawr
Businessmen’s Ass’n to back him. His suit
has been postponed until September.
Named

as defendants

are Warner

Bros.

Pictures, Inc.; Warner Bros. Circuit Management; Warner Bros. Theatres, Inc., of
New Jersey; Warner Bros. Theatres, Inc.,
of Delaware; Vitagraph, Inc.; Paramount
Pictures,

Inc.; Paramount Pictures Distributing Co., Inc.; RKO Pictures, Inc.;
20th Century-Fox Film Corp.; Columbia
Pictures, Universal Film Exchanges, Inc.,
and United Artists Corp.
Although Eugene Mori is usually named
as the owner of the house, actually he is
only one of about 100 stockholders, all
business men of the community. That
probably explains
ticipation.
The

the

charges

Senator

specifically

the

Harry
com-

panies supplied first-runs and “star” attractions to the S-W Grand and Globe, in
discrimination against the Landis.
Observers

said this was

the

first time

the anti-price-discrimination (RobinsonPatman) act has been invoked in a film
dispute.

Appellate Holds Decision
On Plagiarism Award
New

York — The circuit court of appeals has reserved decision in the two appeals of Edward Sheldon and Margaret

Ayer

Barnes against the decision of Federal Judge Vincent L. Leibell, awarding
them $532,000 for the plagiarism of their
play, “Dishonored Lady” in the film,
“Letty Lynton” by M-G-M, as well as the
defendant’s appeal from the same decision.

John W. Davis, for M-G-M, declared
the major question involved was whether
or not the plaintiffs are entitled to all the
profits of the picture or to an apportionment of those profits which would approximate the contribution of the play to
the picture. Davis felt $55,000 was an
adequate award for the plagiarism.
Presiding Justice Learned Hand observed that “it seems to me that the full
apportionment is an unreasonable amount.”
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headquarters. Rosen is not a regular tripper, either. Jack Bellman, eastern district
sales manager for Republic, at the local
offices for several days . . . Auditor John
O’Connell

was

also

in from

New

York;

a checkup, he went to Republic’s Deafter troit
branch . . . Morris Schulman opened
the Gaiety at Inlet, Adirondack Mountain
resort town. He usually operates it part
time during June and September, full
time in July and August. Schulman closed
his Clarks Mills theatre, the Club, for
repairs.
Leon

Herman,

United

Artists

salesman

in this territory for sometime, is now peddling RKO product for Manager Bernard
Kranze. He succeeded Louis Benson . . .

16 years manager of the Palace, Saratoga
Springs, until its sale by D. J. Harrington
to William E. Benton, was on Filmrow.
Looking for another connection . . . Al
Bothner, rated a smart exploitation manager, has transferred affiliations from Abe
Stone’s Eagle, Albany, to Harry Heilman’s
Palace, Troy. Heilman recently took over
the latter theatre from the Rosenthal estate, for whom Bothner worked before he
came to Albany. Roger Marmon remains
at the Troy house.
Conery’s Delmar theatre closed for the
summer. Sunday shows are not shown in
this Albany suburb . . . Copake Theatre
in Craryville, Catskill Mountain town, is
playing pictures Wednesday and Saturday, according to reports. Rivoli, Troy, is
operating on a four-day schedule. Sam
Fein manages the theatre . . . Mrs. Van

Star for the summer, if contracted product could be absorbed in the other two
theatres. Walter Reade has a pool with
the pair in Hudson . . . Ralph Landsnaen
resigned as assistant booker at Metro. A

Buren’s theatre in Cairo is now running
full time . . . Apparently, the report that
the Bradley Opera House, Fort Edward,
had closed for the summer, was erroneous.
An exchangeman says that product was
booked through June; theatre may shutter
in July. House usually is darkened during
the warm months. Fort Edward is close
to Glens Falls and Hudson Falls, where
chain theatres are first run. Lou Fisher
is Opera House operator.

Brooklynite, he had been in M-G-M’s
Indianapolis and Cleveland exchanges before the Albany spot . . . Ben Straus, for

The Palace, Fort Covington, and the
Colonial, Waddington, reported closed,

Henry Frieder and Henry Grossmayi are
operating the Star, Hudson, weekends, and
the Warren and Community full time. It
had been reported they would shutter the

Predicts Seiilemeni of
Film Tax Trouble

city officials’ par-

suit, filed by State

Shapiro,

gl FABIAN, Sam Rosen, his partner, and
Sidney Deneau were in town. Fabian
is a weekly visitor, but Deneau has seldom been seen around since his transfer
from the Albany booking post to New York

Washington — Income tax difficulties of
a half dozen taxpayers, three of them
20th Century-Fox officers — Joseph M.
Schenck, William Goetz and Darryl F.
Zanuck — arising out of transactions incident to the merger of the two companies,
are expected to be straightened out in the
near future.
Discussing the matter at a press conference June 15, Attorney General Frank
Murphy said a final hearing had been held
two

days previously before Assistant Attorney General James W. Morris, in
charge of the tax division, and was now
analyzing the testimony with a view to
preparing a report and recommendations
in the near future.
Department officials identified only
three of the six persons involved in the
case, explaining the other three had not
been

represented

by counsel

at the hear-

ing and “for that and other reasons” it
had been decided to withhold their identity. It was said, however, one of the
three was a former treasury employe.
The

attorney general explained he “appeared briefly” at the hearing before Morris “to explain the government’s position
and policy in matters of this kind — that
if any of the facts disclose a case that
justifies criminal action, of course nothing can prevent such a case going ahead,
but if it is not such a case we will be
frank

have been playing one-day independent
pictures booked out of Buffalo, it is said
here. Incidentally, Fort Covington Amusement Co., Inc., Fort Covington, has been
dissolved. Papers filed with the secretary
of state by Attorney Elihu Chase . . .
George Thornton, Saugerties and Tannersville exhibitor, on Filmrow. Ditto Alan
Jones, Conery circuit booker. Moe Grassgreen, 20 th-Fox branch manager, is a
handball player. Totem Lodge in Averill
Park is his summer spot for the game . . .
Paul Richrath, Grand National’s
manager, doing plenty of traveling.

new

Bankruptcy Releree Orders
Compromise in Fox Suit
Atlantic City — The suit against AllContinental Corp. to recapture alleged assets of William Fox has been ordered
dropped by Allen B. Endicott jr., federal
bankruptcy referee. Endicott ordered acceptance of a $600,000 compromise, recently increased from $500,000, offered by
Fox’s wife and
corporation.

daughter,

owners

of the

His order is in the name of the government, but is subject to approval by Federal Judge Avis in Camden, then to any
appeals by dissatisfied creditors.
Hiram W. Steelman of Atlantic City,
trustee of the bankrupt estate, started the
recapture suit more than two years ago on
behalf of creditors, charging that AllContinental Corp. was the other self of
Fox and was designed to defraud creditors.

Hollywood — Producer Edmund Grain"U"
ger Quits
Grain
ger has quit
Universal
after a six-year
affiliation.

to say so.”
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Leibeskind Appraises
The S. A. Market
New York — A
realistic appraisal of
South America is made by Nat Leibeskind,
RKO’s general manager for Argentina, as
he brings home a few issues which contrast sharply with the recent praise showered on that market.
Leibeskind, who also has charge of Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, Paraguay, Peru and
Bolivia, urges a revision of selling methods by distributors as a means of combating the spread of multiple programs.
Exhibitors buy pictures at fixed rentals
with the price of admission determining
the runs. As a result, he says, it is no
surprise when the same three pictures are
shown day-and-date
situations.
More

in

three

different

pictures should be sold on percentage, Leibeskind feels. On this score,

he thinks the formation of a distributors’
group under a Hays office man would go
a long way in clearing up the situation.
Another point on which Leibeskind takes
issue is the number of “B” pictures shipped into the South American market. He
states frankly in suburban
goers prefer Spanish pictures

"Roman Scandals " Case
Back to Federal Court
New York — The circuit court of appeals has reversed a decision made July 7,
1938, by Federal Judge John M. Woolsey,
who dismissed the $1,000,000 suit by Clara
Dellar and Robert Louis Shayon against
Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., Samuel Goldwyn,
Cantor

and

United

charging infringement of “Oh Shah!” in “Roman Scandals.” An injunction and an
accounting of the profits had been asked.

Artists

Woolsey’s decision, as handed down,
found no infringement and the action was
dismissed. The circuit court discovered
that Judge Woolsey never saw the film
and that there is no proof the continuity
corresponded with the original text. For
this reason the decision dismissing the
complaint was reversed and the suit goes
back to federal court for re-trial.

To Talk ' Snow White' Deal
With Soviet Interests
New

York — Reginald Armour, Continental European RKO manager, plans to
visit Russia in the fall with the purpose
of selling “Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs” to the Soviet. The price offered
by Russia has been too low so far, according to Armour.

30-H

Industry Exhibil

*

FLASHES

MUTINY

ON

curious

BLACKHAWK

industry’s

(Univ) — A

combination of rousing sea melodrama and an outdoor western. Action is

stressed
slave

THE

Hollywood — “Land of Liberty,” assembled to serve as the motion picture

as

running

the

film

in the

occupies
South

itself with

Seas,

winding

up with the boatload
the inhabitants of a

of mutineers helping
California settlement

repel

Richard

the

Mexicans.

the cast as the government
Cabanne directed.

Arlen
agent.

heads
Christy

plains

to avenge

the

death

of his partner

by a wealthy rancher. It shapes up as adequate dual fare for the subsequent spots.
Sam Newfield directed.

COMPLETE

REVIEWS

:pictures will appear

on the above

in an early issue

Of BOXOFFICE.

Exhibitors Ready to
Fight Ticket Tax
Albany — Exhibitors are prepared to organize campaigns against attempts by
cities launching low-rent housing and
slum clearance programs, under legislation just signed by Governor Lehman, to
impose a theatre ticket tax. The latter is
one of the levies specifically authorized
for municipalities. The maximum rate is
fixed at one cent on each admission charge
not in excess of 50 cents per person, exclusive of other taxes, two cents for admission not in excess of one dollar, and
up to ten cents on charges in excess of
two dollars.
The new law provides that in order to
incur indebtedness in excess of the limitations provided by the constitution, cities
sponsoring these types of housing programs may levy a tax on tickets of admission to places of public exhibition, amusement or entertainment, telephones, occupancy, vending machines, etc. The statute,
enacted to implement the low-rent housing
constitutional amendment approved by the
voters last fall, authorizes the State to
start a $150,000,000 program, through loans
to municipalities or Housing Authorities,
with not more than $50,000,000 to be
spent in the next fiscal year. The State
also may enter into agreements for subsidies. These shall not exceed $1,000,000
a year, with not more than $250,000 to
be expended during the next 12 months.
New

York

City

is probably

the

point

where the threat of a theatre tax is greatest. Exhibitor leaders expressed the opinion during recent visits to Albany that
they could defeat an attempt to levy the
tax there. Political observers were not so
sanguine.

exhibit at the Golden Gate International Exposition, San Francisco, and

the New York World’s Fair, was given a
press preview, the only Hollywood presentation it will have. The picture will
not be shown in theatres; its exhibition
is to be restricted to the two fairs.
The feature, which in its present length
runs for 140 minutes, is an engrossing
cavalcade of American history during the
past 150 years. Utilizing sequences from
124 features and short subjects produced
during

TEXAS WILDCATS
(Victory) — Lots of action
for the Tim McCoy fans as he rides the

spots filmto mediocre

Hollywood product, and the companies already have yielded 50 per cent of the
playing time to national competition.
Nor does he think the South American
market will ever compensate for the loss
of the European. Leibeskind asserts the
companies are working hard at it but
American executives are doing no good
with their enthusiastic statements. They
are giving it too much importance, he
concludes.

Eddie

REVIEW

Press Preview for

the past 25 years along
dreds of clips from newsreel

with hunand stock

material, the presentation is so masterfully edited and narrated that it possesses
a surprising continuity of story.
For film fans, in fact, anyone interested
in America, it will prove splendid and educational entertainment, an achievement
to which the entire industry may point
with pride.
Veteran Producer-Director Cecil B. DeMille, assisted by Herbert L. Moulton,
William H. Pine and Francis S. Harmon,
is credited with assembling and editing.
James T. Shotwell served as historical consultant and the narration was written by
Jeanie Macpherson and Jesse L. Lasky jr.
Fifty-three producing and distributing
companies are listed as having made available the wide variety of material from
which the footage was selected, while a
partial list of the players who appeared
therein reads like a Hollywood who’s who
— past and present.
The project was carried forward under
the auspices of the Hays organization. —
SPEAR.

Levinson Sues Europa
For Contract Breach
New

York — Michael

J. Levinson

has

filed a supreme court action against Europa Cinemas, charging breach of a contract made June 7, 1938, whereby Europa
agreed to exhibit Levinson’s picture, “The
Lash of the Penitentes,” at the Europa
(now the Studio) in Philadelphia. Due
to failure to secure a first run at the
Europa, many subsequent runs were lost,
is the charge. Damages and all profits
of the Europa for December, 1938, the
month set for the exhibition, are asked.
Europa, for their defense, admit the
breach

of contract, but state certain conditions relating to censorship of the picture, caused canceling the date.

Brooklyn Folly's Action
May Get Dismissal Bid
New

York — Attorneys for distributor defendants in the anti-trust action brought
by operators of the Folly, Brooklyn, who
sold the plaintiff pictures are expected to
move for dismissal on the ground the Folly
has failed to state a cause
are

of action.

Ac-

cording to the complaint, RKO and Loew’s
the only distributors that failed to

supply

the plaintiff product.
BOXOFFICE
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ments, including the work of the producer-actor standing committee, changes
in work-permit rules for extras and other
organizational information.

No End in Sight for
IA-Local Squabble
Four

weeks

of testimony,

A

examinations

and cross-examinations are apparently
destined to be stretched out for an indefinite period in the superior court battle between the IATSE and the ousted officers of Local 37 for control of that
studio union. Neither side, from all indications, has yet gained a definite edge in
the

fight. Highlight of recent developments in the fracas was the deposition secured in Tucson, Ariz., from George
Browne, IA international president, in
which he stated he had the unanimous

consent of the IA’s general executive council in declaring an “emergency” and seizing control of Local 37 last March. Testimony on behalf of the local was presented
by Guy H. Cooper, deposed secretary, and
by Herbert Sorrell, business representative
of the studio painters’

by the IA after 37’s charter was revoked,
one of the quintet of new crafts held its
election of officers and the remaining four
were scheduling plans for immediate elections. Hearing of contempt charges
against IA officials for allegedly violating
injunction orders secured against them
has been postponed until June 22.
FTP

Curtailment

A

telegraphic protest against the Congressional proposal to curtail or eliminate
the Federal Theatre Project, signed by
President Ralph Morgan, was sent by the
Screen Actors Guild to the heads of the
Senate

and

House

appropriations

A bill giving the SAG
trate disputes between

authority to arbiagents and their

clients was, as had been confidently expected, signed by Gov. Culbert Olson, thus
paving the way for expediting negotiations
between the actors and the Artists Managers Guild for an agency licensing plan.
Kenneth Thomson, SAG executive secretary, returns from New York next week,
where he sat in on conferences concerning proposals to reorganize the Associated
Actors and Artistes of America into one

June,

union. SAG members were in receipt of the official monthly bulletin for
which

BOXOFFICE

detailed
::

June

agreement

studio carpenters
nual election, with

for members

scheduled their anWilliam E. Castle

nominated without opposition for re-election as business representative. The national labor relations board has set July
10 as the hearing

date on the Screen

Car-

toon Guild’s request to be designated bargaining agent for cartoonists at M-G-M.
Screen Publicists Guild and producer
negotiating committees are still deadlocked
over terms of a proposed working code.
The executive board of the Screen Writers Guild met to discuss its forthcoming
NLRB hearing, date for which has not
been set. The Screen Playwrights have deferred any further membership meetings
until John Lee Mahin, president, returns
from his extended vacation.

various
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Produce
Warner

develop-

H

has

Lite of Poe

announced

plans

to pro-

duce “Edgar Allan Poe,” based on the
life of the noted American poet, with
Claude Rains set for the title role. Crane
Wilbur will direct.

World

War

Story

The 20,000 feet of film, shooting of
which near Vienna and other Austrian
caused

detain
wife

German

Director

and

authorities

Richard

cameramen

for

Rosson,
more

three weeks, has been received
Winfield Sheehan, Metro producer.

than
byTo

Rosson's arrest. The director was held
by German authorities on the charge
had

photographed

the
mits. district covered

by

scenes

planed east for special business conferences with Joseph M. Schenck on the new
season’s lineup and other affairs. Wobber, set to leave New York June 10 for
Hollywood, canceled his plans and was expected to accompany Zanuck and Goetz on
their return to the coast. Wobber will
remain here a week or more. He will be
joined by Charles McCarthy, advertisingpublicity director, Roger Ferri, editor of
the house organ. Dynamo, and Morton
Levy, midwestern district sales manager.
Planning to attend the Allied States
national exhibitor convention in Minneapolis, Gradwell Sears, sales chief for Warner, terminated his studio visit. He
planned to stop off in Omaha for conferences with Sid Rose, Warner district manager there, and goes on to New York from
the Allied pow-wow. Sears spent nearly two
weeks in Hollywood conferring with his
western district sales personnel relevant
to his announcement that Warner will sell

Louis

product
circuit.

Hyman,

away

head

from

the

of distribution

Fox
for

Sol Lesser’s Principal Productions, left for
New York with a print of “Way Down
South,” the latest Bobby Breen starrer,
for delivery to the RKO Radio homeoffice.

“Victor Herbert” at Paramount, production to start July 30, with Allan Jones and
Mary Martin in the top roles.

to
his

be used in Sheehan's production of
"Florian," the film had already been
shipped to America, but was returned
to Berlin for inspection at the time of

he

sales and production confabs scheduled at 20th Century-Fox between Herman Wobber, company sales manager,
Darryl Zanuck and other studio executives were postponed when Zanuck and
William Goetz, his executive assistant,

Scouting for talent for his next directorial assignment, Andrew L. Stone planed
out for Manhattan. He is slated to pilot

Rosson's Films Are
With Sheehan
cities

The

its 1939-40
West Coast

“The Fighting 69th,” World War story
based on the adventures of Father Duffy,
will be produced for Warner by William
Jacobs.

commit-

tee. Morgan’s message declared any such
action would create “a most serious problem” because of already overcrowded employment conditions.

large

The

working

American Society of Cinematographers has been approved by the producers and is now in the hands of the ASC.

union.

Meantime, while Local 37’s ousted officers were seeking to prevent producer
recognition of the five new unions created

Protest

new

of the

20ih-Fox's Product
Parley Postponed

outside

his official per-

Quimby Closes Cartoon
Studio Until July 5
Metro’s cartoon studio, under the supervision of Fred Quimby, will shut down for
a vacation from June 17 to July 5, to permit extensive alterations and additions to
be made to handle the new season’s output. Deliveries are now being made at the
rate of one release every three weeks.
The Hugh Harman and Rudolf Ising
story

units,

however,

will

remain

“Goldilocks and the Three Bears”
idly being completed for release.

open.
is rap31

Riskin' s Resignation to
Take Effect in July

Forty in Production
Is Slight Decline

Formed by Dreifuss

Production in Hollywood’s film factories
has slipped down a few notches, the total
in work standing at 40, with seven others
being prepared for immediate starts.
Columbia had no starts scheduled. Its
total dwindled to four features and a serial
as two others, “Criminal at Large” and
“Escape Prom Alcatraz,” went into the
cutting rooms. Grand National is again
idle, Fine Arts having completed “Isle of
Destiny.” Metro gunned “The Return of
the Thin Man” to boost its pace to nine.
Monogram is filming two, having started
“Mr. Wong in Chinatown.”
Paramount held its own, starting
and

finishing

two

others.

New

a pair

ones

in-

clude “Dr. Cyclops” and “Our Neighbors —
the Carters.” Going into the cutting
rooms were “Disputed Passage” and “The
Star Maker.” Six are currently in work
at the plant. Republic continues filming
a pair, neither new starts. RKO
Radio
has only three in production, including a
new

entry, “Everything’s

on Ice.”

“Frontier Marshal” has gone into production at 20th Century-Fox, giving the
studio a five picture total. On the runways at Universal are “Hawaiian Nights”
and “Fury of the Tropics,” raising the
total to eight — capacity. United Artists
lists three — one each from Selznick International, Samuel Goldwyn and Hal Roach.
Warner gunned “Torchy’s
Murder” to total seven.

Invitation

to a

Two Studio Executives to
Attend RKO Sales Meet
RKO Radio’s national sales convention,
to be held in New York June 19-22 as the
final major company parley of the season, will be attended by two studio executives, several of the Los Angeles exchange personnel and a pair of the independent producers who
are releasing
through the company.
Howard Benedict, studio publicity director, has already gone east, to be followed by J. R. McDonough, vice-president in charge of studio operation, who
headquarters here. Pandro Berman, chief
of production, does not plan to attend, according to studio attaches.
Herbert

Wilcox,

who

will complete

film-

ing of “Nurse Edith Cavell,” his first production for RKO Radio release, some time
next week, will depart June 20 to appear
on the last day of the convention. He will
be accompanied by Anna Neagle, star of the
film. Also slated to appear is Howard
Lang, vice-president of William Stephens
Productions, which will make a series of
“Dr. Christian”
Hersholt.

pictures

starring

Jean

Harry C. Cohen, western district manager, will head the sales contingent trekking eastward. The local exchange will be
represented by Newton P. (Red) Jacobs,
branch manager; and J. F. Samuels, Joe
Rubenstein, Sam Whitehead and Lou Fink,
salesmen. Frank Sindler, office manager,
will remain here. Conventioneers plan
to leave June 15 by train.
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Independent Firm Is

Robert Riskin has submitted his resignation as production executive for Samuel
Goldwyn, effective upon completion of his
first year’s work in July. The former Columbia writer has made no announcement
as to his future plans and did not explain the reason for his departure from
the Goldwyn retinue. He has been functioning as a writer and associate producer,
acting in the latter capacity
School,” just completed, and
Glory,” now in production.

In

on "Music
“The Real

its third attempt, Metro has inaugurated another junior writing department at the Culver City studio, selecting

ten June graduates to learn the scrivenof Kening trade under the supervision
neth MacKenna, head of the studio story
department. They will be tutored by
Richard Schayer, film writer. The embryonic scenarists include Thomas Seller,
Stanford: Hunter Hendee, Harand
Yale
vard; Bernard Straub, University of Washington; Joy Davidman, Hunter; Ethel
Frank, Vassar; Walter Doniger, Harvard;
Robert Metzler, University of Southern
California; Virginia Rooks,
ville; Alfred Eisner, Harvard;
Southwell, Grinnell.

Manhattan and John T.

Altschuler has succeeded H. R.
as purchasing agent at the Republic studio. He replaces H. R. Brown,
who has been named assistant to E. H.
Goldstein, studio manager. New head of
Republic’s sound effects department is
Herb Norsch, succeeding Hank DeMond,
who resigned. After ten months on the
lot, Producer M. H. Hoffman has checked
out. He had prepared four stories but
placed none of them before the cameras.
Richard

Brown

Paramount has added Louis A. Sarecky
and Louis Kaye to its writing unit, while
four others — Malcolm Stuart Boylan, Tom
Kilpatrick, Edmund North and Donald
Ogden Stewart — have completed their assignments and left the lot.

Nicaraguan President Has
A.n Encouraging Word
Impressed by his first view of the film
capital, President Anastasio Samoza of
Nicaragua has predicted a great future for
American motion pictures in the LatinAmerican countries, and declares they
“best meet the entertainment needs” of
those nations because “we are more familiar with American life than European
life and appreciate the American productions best.” Samoza and his official party
toured Paramount as the guests of Y.
Frank Freeman, vice-president in charge
of operations, and were served tea in Freeman’s offices. Tire party included Mrs.
Samoza; their daughter Lillian; Dr. Leon
de Bayle, Nicaraguan minister of foreign
relations; Paul La Galyo, consul in Los
Angeles; G. A. Drew; L. C. Tubbs, of the
U. S. department of state; Capt. Earle
Shipp, U. S. navy; Col. Charles H. Mason,
U. S. Army; and Lieuts. Pedio Romero and
Octavio Sacasa of the Nicaraguan military
forces.

Formation of a new independent company for the production of at least three
action pictures, with a minimum budget
of $125,000 each, has been announced by
Arthur Dreifuss, currently producing a
series of musical short subjects independently for Columbia release. Dreifuss
plans to leave for New York next week
to consummate a financial deal, and will
embark on production upon his return.
He is negotiating for a major release.
Dreifuss at one time was connected with
Coronado Pictures, releasing through
Grand National.
William C. Kent has resigned as vicepresident of the Dreifuss organization, and
has

been succeeded by Ben Black, formerly of Fanchon and Marco, Dreifuss announces. In addition to the three featurelength attractions, the remaining nine
subjects in the Columbia shorts series will
be filmed during the summer.
Leonard Goldstein has started production of the first in a series of one-reelers

based on the “Photo Crimes” feature in
Look Magazine. He is filming at Grand
National for an as yet unsecured release.
Grand National itself is idle, although
Fine Arts, GN production unit, is doing
re-takes on the just-completed “Isle of
Destiny.” Despite the fact Max Baer lost
to Lou Nova in the recent heavyweight debacle, GN spokesmen declare plans are
still progressing to feature Baer in a series
of musical western, starting late this
month. Fine Arts has another in its “Cipher Bureau” series ready to go, but is
awaiting the return of Director Charles
Lamont, currently piloting a picture for
Universal.
Added

to J. D. Trap’s

independent

pro-

duction schedule are “The Devil’s Highway” and “The Uncrowned King,” both
based on outdoor books by Harold Bell
Wright. Trap, who until recently was an
executive production assistant to Harry
Sherman, is lining up an extensive program of outdoor action vehicles to be made
for 1939-40 release.
The

Condor

Corp.,

which

recently

was

given court authority to take over the assets of Condor Pictures in a reorganizational program, has been granted permission to increase its stock issue from 40,000
to 45,000 shares, and to raise the aggregate value of both Class A and Class B
stock from $140,000 to $165,000. Changes
were

requested by a committee
ing the unsecured creditors.

represent-

Trustee Clinton Miller’s request that Attorney Max Forst be paid $321.63 for legal
services, and that Felix M. Cunningham
also be allowed
was granted.

$500

in attorney’s

fees,

Assign John Stone
John

Stone’s

next

production

assign-

ment at 20th Century-Fox will be “The
Adventurer,” now being scripted by Arthur Lewis and Robert Yost from their
own original.
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TRIPLE
SUCCESS
THREE

good

reasons

why

Eastman’s

three new films enjoy continued
The

outstanding

success:

special features

bring to their particular jobs. ...The

they
un-

surpassed photographic quality they impart to every scene. .. .The priceless assurance of reliability they give to the
whole

motion

Kodak

picture industry. Eastman

Company,

Brulatour,

Rochester,

N. Y. (J. E.

Inc., Distributors, Fort Lee,

Chicago, Hollywood.)

EASTMAN
PLUS-X
for general

SEPER-XX

studio

for

use

all difficult

shots

BACKGROEND-X
for
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backgrounds

and

general

exterior
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A Haze Settles Over
Americanism Trend

Republic
few

For

the first time

since it gathered

full

momentum, Hollywood's still unofficial
Americanization production policy received a stiff setback through the disclosure
that Metro has permanently shelved plans
to produce Sinclair Lewis’ “It Can’t Happen Here,” on the eve of its scheduled
production start. Leslie Fenton had been
slated to direct and Lewis Stone and Edward Arnold were committed for leading
roles.
While the studio declared the reason for
its abandonment was the feeling that
times, at present, are not “politically propitious for its making,” the consensus of
opinion among local railbirds is that the
boxoffice fate of Warner’s “Confessions of
a Nazi Spy,” now in general release, was
one of the greatest factors in Metro’s decision. This explanation, if correct, immediately poses the question as to what
Warner itself will do with several features of comparable content, the making
of which had been previously announced.
Although one studio attache declared
that, to the best of his belief, they were
still on schedule, a pair of such announced
offerings at Warner have not yet hit the
starting line, although now more than a
week overdue. These are “Boycott” and
“Underground,” both purportedly factual
exposes of the German-American Bunds,
which were originally scheduled to go into
production simultaneously June 5. There
is no apparent indication at present the
films will get into work in the near future.
Suffering a likewise nebulous fate is “The
Bishop Who Walked With God,” a story
of the German minister, Martin Niemoller,
imprisoned by Hitler, which Warner at
one time announced was being shaped as
a starring vehicle for Paul Muni, to roll
this summer.
Furthermore, Metro has scheduled no
immediate action on three other anti-dictator properties it has acquired, including
a new Erich Maria Remarque novel of
post-war Germany, Viscount Casselross’
“I Had a Comrade” and Phyllis Bottome’s
“The Mortal Storm.” Production on all
three is in the hazy future.
These developments, seemingly, are failing to deter Charles Chaplin in his plans
to film “The Dictators,” however. While
actual camera work has not begun, a
spokesman for the veteran producer-comedian reiterated Chaplin has no intention
of abandoning his project. Miniature and
process work has been underway for more
than a month, Chaplin has invested heavily in sound and recording equipment, and
the production delay is officially explained as script trouble.

Ritzes and Jane
Twentieth Century-Fox announces plans
to co-star Jane Withers and the Ritz Bros,
in “Tin Hats,” a world war comedy, with
H. Bruce Humberstone directing for the
Sol Wurtzel production unit. Lou Breslow and Owen Francis wrote the orginal
screenplay. Production starts in two
weeks.
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Drive Continues for
"Slaves" Bookings

Republic Expansion
Program to Start
gets

under

way

within

a

days on the first lap of its scheduled $500,000 building and expansion

Professing

program on the North Hollywood lot.
with C. L. Lootens, engineer in charge
of

operations,

ground

for a

scheduled

to

break

$40,000 annex to the administration building. It will serve as

Press Preview for

Pledges of support in pursuit of this
goal were garnered from a score or more
of AFA members at a mass meeting held

Indusfry Exhibit
“Land of Liberty,” assembled to serve
as the motion picture industry’s exhibit at
the Golden Gate International Exposition, San Francisco, and the New York
World’s Fair, was given a press preview,
the only Hollywood presentation it will
have. The picture will not be shown in
theatres; its exhibition is to be restricted
to the two fairs.
The feature, which in its present length
runs for 140 minutes, is an engrossing
cavalcade of American history during the
past 150 years. Utilizing sequences from
124 features and short subjects produced
during

the past 25 years along with hundreds of clips from newsreel and stock material, the presentation is so masterfully
edited and narrated that it possesses a surprising continuity of story.
For film fans, in fact, anyone interested

in America, it will prove splendid and educational entertainment, an achievement
to which the entire industry may point
with pride.
Veteran Producer-Director Cecil B. DeMille, assisted by Herbert L. Moulton, William H. Pine and Francis S. Harmon, is
credited with assembling and editing.
James T. Shotwell served as historical
consultant and the narration was written
Macpherson

and

Jesse

L.

Fifty-three producing and distributing
companies are listed as having made available the wide variety of material from
which the footage was selected, while a
partial list of the players who appeared
therein reads like a Hollywood who’s who
— past and present.
The project was carried forward under
the auspices
SPEAR.

of the

Hays

organization. —

June 10, at which “Boy Slaves” was screened and made the chief topic of discussion,
led by Fritz Lang, director, and Albert
Bein, author of the story on which the
picture was based. Coincident with this
meeting,

according to Donald Murray, executive secretary of the AFA, it was learned “Boy Slaves” had been booked into
Bard’s Adams Theatre, the Hollyway, and
various houses in Ingelwood, Redondo
Beach and other outlying suburbs.
“Pressure"

had applied "pressure” upon RKO Radio
to “play down” the film. This he withdrew when Boxoffice gained a vehement
denial from Mrs. Odessa Davis, motion
picture preview chairman of the group,
that she or any other member of the club
had

attempted to exert such pressure, although she admitted she had written an
unfavorable review of the picture. This
was concurred in by spokesmen for both
the RKO Radio studio and
Los Angeles exchange.
Possibly

due

additional

$100,000

has been

version

of Louis

"Torchy”
Warner

Bromfield’s

to Noel

has assigned

allotted

novel.

of summer

indicated they would attend the first annual membership meeting of the Western
Consumers’ Union in San Francisco June
17, the delegates to include Dorothy Tree,
las.
Scenarist Philip Dunne and Melvyn DougPropaganda

and

the

significance

of

broadcasting in its dissemination was explained to members of the American League for Peace and Democracy, Hollywood
branch, by J. Frank
dio station KFVD.

Burke, owner of raHelen Gahagan and
were

contributors

co-chairmen
to

Black

of
and

a new monthly news digest published here, include Donald Ogden StewBelfrage.
ayt, Philip Dunne, Eric Winter and Cedric

Gets Crosby Film
First production assignment for Jack
Moss at Paramount will be the Bing

Smith

Noel Smith

advent

White,

to the budget of “The Rains Came” at
20th Century-Fox, and writers have been
assigned to tack a new ending onto the
film

to the

the company’s

weather, other activity of Hollywood’s
many progressive organizations dwindled
to the minimum. A trio of film colonists

Gale Sondergaard
the affair.

Up "Rains” Budget

Is Charged

Murray had at first charged the Business and Professional Women of Los Angeles with being the organization which

Hollywood
An

to specifically

opposition” which it
pressure to prevent

showings of RKO Radio’s “Boy Slaves” in
this territory, and reporting that, during
the past week, the film has been booked
into several subsequent-run houses in the
area, the Associated Film Audiences is nevertheless continuing its drive to secure increased bookings for the picture.

headquarters for writers and will accommodate from 30 to 40 scriveners.

by Jeanie
Lasky jr.

itself unable

name the “organized
claims was applying

to direct

“Torchy’s Invitation to a Murder,”
in the “Torchy” series, featuring
Wyman and Allen Jenkins.

next
Jane

Crosby starrer, “Every Day Is Sunday,”
which Henry Hathaway will direct. Vina
Delmar wrote the original story under the
title “The

End

of the World.”
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A NOTEWORTHY and highly com-

mendable contribution to Hollywood’s still unofficial Americanization campaign is the “Merrie Melodie”
yclept “Old Glory” which Producer Leon
Schlesinger has rushed to completion for
a July 4 release by Warner. Filmed in
Technicolor, masterfully animated and
edited, and treated to an exceptionally
stirring musical score, this nine minutes
of light, but topnotch, entertainment can
conceivably accomplish more in impressing Americans — particularly the younger
generations — with their many democratic
advantages than some of the featurelength, more ponderous and provocative
documents undertaking comparable
preachments.

It is the first cartoon devoted to the
currently popular production pastime of
selling America and its benefits to her own
citizens, and clearly indicates that more
of its ilk would not be amiss; particularly
in view of the fact that Metro has shelved
plans for the production of Sinclair Lewis’
“It Can’t Happen Here,” that Warner
might similarly treat “Boycott,” “Underground” and “The Bishop Who Walked
With God,” all four of which have been
acclaimed as formidable broadsides in the
Americanization campaign.

One of these virile, hairy-chested heman Thespics might win the national tiddeldy-winks championship any day now.
So there!

Victor Shapiro had seven stitches taken
in his head when, on the last day of his
service as publicity chief of Selznick International, an arc lamp dropped on him
while he was visiting a set.
Just to make sure that his resignation
was effective?
that a percentage will wear furs anyway.
Ruling should precipitate a decided bull
movement in the local skunk market.
And what about the beavers that adorn
the chins of the synthetic cowhands who
frequent Poverty Row — er, pardon please,
Columbia Square?
The
when
on

$8.25

and

$11.00

checks

in the

expectancy

they

are

It was

been

definitely

social and

Paramount

preview

week

in

circles, the com-

pany’s annual sales convention having
responsible for staking out the former claim, while the Jack Benny starrer,

“Man About
the latter.

Town,”

easily took

care

of

“Man About Town” romped home with
top honors in the debut sweepstakes, a
distinction it could have garnered in a
more competitive field. It is the most advantageous screen vehicle yet concocted
to parade the comedy talents of Waukegan’s gift to radio and films and, with its
blend of mirthful story situations, deftlytimed gags and lavishly-staged production
numbers, should be reckoned a strong
stimulant to ailing summer boxoffices.
Sensationally evident in support is one
Eddie Anderson, better-known as Rochester, whose laugh-garnering delivery stamps
him as promising screen material. Morrie
Ryskind’s well-tailored screenplay was
written from an original by himself, Allan
Scott and Z. Myers, and, placed in the
directorial hands of Mark Sandrich, was
intelligently transferred to the screen. The
finished package is a definite feather in
the cap of Producer Arthur Hornblow jr.
*
*
*
Among the five features
the sextette which bowed
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rounding out
to reviewers,

17, 1939

asked

informs
to serve

should

collect

paychecks

amount

paid

them

make

over

members

Which

Ratoff

is probably

work

in

or Michael

directed

above

the

acting

to all extras
by

Gregory

Curtiz.

Paramount publicists aver that “scoffers
at the athletic ability of motion picture
stars received a setback” because Fred
MacMurray is a member of the five-man
skeet team of the Los Angeles-Santa Monica Gun Club.

and

Certain to add lustre to any program,
despite its unassuming appellation as a
program attraction, is 20th Century-Fox’s
“It Could Happen to You.” Packed with
down-to-earth, appealing situations is the
exceptionally well-developed script from
the typewriters of Allen Rivkin and Lou
Breslow. It is a warm blend of comedy
and melodrama, well-suited to the talents
of Stuart Erwin, and can safely be guaranteed as more than satisfactory for any
of audience. Close cooperation between Producer David Hempstead and Director Alfred Werker, apparent throughout, was a strong contributing factor to

the film’s above-par rating.
RKO Radio has a suspenseful, melodramatic bundle of entertainment in “Five
Came Back,” charged with a battery of
fine performances, a well-executed script
by Dalton Trumbo, Jerry Cady and Nathanael West and briskly-paced direction
by John Farrow. A Robert Sisk production, it should attain better-than-average
grosses.
Replete

reported

rights to Zane

Grey's

ington, Frontiersman," as
Century-Fox's

“Young

early lives of great
as

inspiration

for

angling

men

a

Mr.
are

for

the

"George

Wash-

parallel

to 20th

Lincoln."
to be

screenplays,

If the

considered
other

sug-

gested vehicles might include: “Ben Franklin, Printer's Devil," “Ulysses S. Grant, Harness Maker," or

even

“Samuel

Goldwyn,

Glove

Salesman."

Considerable

of a victory for color mo-

tion picture photography lies in the announcement that Cecil B. DeMille’s next
Paramount production, “Royal Canadian
Mounted Police” — the first under his new
four-year pact — will be filmed in Technicolor.
DeMille has been one of the industry’s
bitterest opponents to the use of color,
having until recently been on record with
the opinion that tints detract from, rather
than enhance, the entertainment values of
motion pictures.

Programmers

there was none which could be subjected
to severe criticism, each qualifying ably
for the entertainment niche at which it
was directed.

type

is

effort to

regular

applicable

pictures

screen

as interpreters
every

and

for their

that,

assignments.

Paramount
both

bulletin

the set, they

who

The recent official bulletin of the
Screen Actors Guild informs members that
all players wearing fur pieces of fur coats
in group atmosphere scenes are entitled
to a daily emolument of $16.50. Some
studios, it is claimed, have avoided the
payment of $16.50 by calling women on

same

Paramount

with backstage phantoms, attendant spine-chilling elements and a
gentle sprinkling of relieving comedy, Uni-

versal’s “The House of Fear” is first-rate
fare of its type, solidly produced by Edmund Grainger and directed by Joe May
with an eye to action and fast-moving
dialogue. Peter Milne fashioned the script
from a play by Thomas F. Fallon, which
was based,
in turn, upon a novel by Wadsworth Camp.
The enormous army of Gilbert and
Sullivan fans throughout the world will
have no cause to express disappointment
with Universal’s English production of
“The Mikado,” one of the best-known of
the G. and S. operettas. Topnotch singing and acting, and quaint costuming enhanced through the Technicolor process,
class it as an out-of-the-or dinary screen
treat for the discriminating clientele.
Some

difficulty may be encountered, however, in selling it to average small-town
audiences who will find but one American
name, that of Kenny Baker, in the cast.
Victor Schertzinger directed.
Monogram upheld the honor of the
plains with a standardly acceptable Tex
Ritter musical western, “Down the Wyoming Trail,” which can be chalked up as
another fast-moving sagebrusher in the
time-honored outdoor formula. Director
A1 Herman made action his keynote. Ed
Finney produced from an original screenplay by Peter Dixon and Roger Merton.
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Garfield Treks to Mexico

OPTIONS

SCRIPTERS

For " Juarez " Premiere
— Edward

— Columbia
FRED
another
— Metro

KOHLMAR,
term.

associate

producer,

held

for

ED
KILROY
given new acting contract.
S. D. CRONIN
signed as technical advisor

on

circus sequences for “A Day at the Circus.” He
was manager of the A1 G. Barnes outfit for nine
years.
S. SYLVAN
SIMON
given new directorial contract.
LENI
LYNN
— Monogram

given

new

acting

contract.

JOSEPH
ANTHONY
ROACH
joins writing staff
to script the next Jack Randall western. Lindsley
Parsons will produce and Spencer Bennett will
direct.
— Paramount
MARY
MARTIN,
stage actress and singer, given
option pickup. She arrives July 1 to take the
feminine lead opposite Allan Jones in “Victor
Herbert.”
CECIL
B. DEMILLE
signs new four-year contract as producer-director. “Royal
Canadian
Mounted,” in Technicolor, will be his next film.
MARGARET
LOCKWOOD,
English actress, held
for one, possibly two more
pictures. She was
imported from London
for a top role in Frank
Lloyd's “Ruler of the Seas.”
— RKO
Radio
HELEN
FORTESCUE
acting contract.
— 20th

REYNOLDS

given

term

Century-Fox

ANNE
POWER,
sister of Tyrone, joins writing
department on term contract.
CLARK
ANDREWS
signs writer-director contract, joining the Sol Wurtzel unit. He has been
a radio producer and writer.
— Universal
LEWIS
HOWARD
and
newcomers,
given term

ROBERT
STACK,
screen
acting contracts. They

will debut in “First Love,” next Deanna
Durbin
picture, which Joe Pasternak will produce.
MARGUERITE
TRICE,
Little Theatre actress,
given long-term contract. She makes her screen
debut in “Bachelor’s Baby.”
ANNE
GWYNNE,
Little Theatre
term acting deal.
— Warner

player,

given

actor,

given

Bros.

FRANK
WILCOX,
term contract.

Little

CRANE
WILBUR,
term contract.

writer-director,

CHARLES
other term.
LEW
tract.

ROSHER,

SEILER,

Theatre

cameraman,

director,

handed

given

held
new

for

term

new
ancon-

A Brief Breathing Spell
Seen in Labor T ussle
A brief breathing spell, before plunging
again into the hectic Hollywood labor tussle, seems to be the order of the day for
the labor contract representatives of the
producers association, Pat Casey and his
lieutenant, Victor Clarke.
Casey has not yet checked in from the
east, although local Hays office spokesmen report he left New York several days
ago on a leisurely westward trip. Clarke,
who has been holding down the local fort
in Casey’s extended absence, has been out
of town for the past several days.
A general picture of the Hollywood labor situation is expected to be presented to
Casey when he returns to work, with
Clarke, studio managers and production
attorneys preparing to meet with the
Hays labor chief in an effort to set a definite date for the annual producer-labor
conferences concerning revisions in basic
studio working agreements. Also to be
subjected to Casey’s scrutiny is a survey
conducted by the Pacific Coast Labor Bureau at the behest of the motion picture
painters, in an effort to determine the
advisability of adopting an industry-wide
five-day working week.
Next regular monthly meeting of the association has been set for July 3. The June
meeting was canceled because several
members could not be present.
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John Garfield, Warner player, travels
to Mexico City June 23 to attend the premiere there of “Juarez,” and continues on
to Havana, Cuba, for a similar chore a
few days later. Accompanied by his wife
and Irving Rapper, studio dialogue director, he will return to Hollywood July 5.
Frances Langford and her husband, Jon
Hall, who is under contract to Samuel
Goldwyn, have mapped out a seven-week
personal appearance tour which will carry
them through the east and south. They
leave early in July. Dorothy Lamour has
been set for a four-day appearance at the
New York World’s Fair, beginning June 25.
William Boyd, star of Harry Sherman’s
“Hopalong Cassidy” westerns, pulled out
for Des Moines for a one-stop p,a. there
before beginning his latest picture. The
Ritz Brothers have returned from an extended eastern p.a. trek and are preparing for their next 20th Century-Fox film
assignment.
Lupe Velez has returned from Chicago,
having completed a four-week engagement
in one of the Windy City’s night clubs.
Supplementing the screening of “Beau
Geste” at the Michigan Theatre in Detroit,
Brian Donlevy, who has one of the leads
in Paramount’s Gary Cooper starrer, will
appear on the stage for a week of personals. Booking date has not been set
yet. Evelyn Brent has been booked for a
ten-week p.a. tour through the midwest.
Republic has signed Robert North, formerly with Columbia, as an associate producer. He has received no assignment yet.
Checking off the studio’s writing payroll
were Gerald Geraghty and Doris Malloy,
having completed their respective assignments.
Harry Link, representative of the Feist
music publishing organization, has joined
M-G-M’s Culver City staff to handle publication and exploitation details of the
music in “Wizard of Oz.” Victor-RCA
ords.
will issue a special album of “Oz” rec-

Small

LENORE
COFFEE
to “My Son, My Son,” the
Howard
Spring novel, in which Louis Hayward
—
Monogram
will
be starred.

SCOTT
DARLING
to "Mr. Wong
at HeadquarKarloff. ters,” fourth in the sleuth series starring Boris
— Paramount
WILLTAM

R.

LIPMAN

to “Texas Rangers
“Texas Radio
Rangers.”
—RKO
O'Brien
western.
MORTON
GRANT

and

Ride

to

HORACE

Again,”

“Wagon

on

“The

LESTER

COLE

“The

Invisible

Invisible

teamed
Man

GOTTLIEB
a ALEX
Crime Club
mystery. to
— Warner Bros.

Man

with

Dmytryk

to Direct

A " Chan " to Leeds
Twentieth Century-Fox has assigned
Herbert I. Leeds to direct “The City of
Darkness,” next in the “Charlie Chan”
series. Picture hits the cameras July 6 as
a Sol Wurtzel production.

"Remember" to Leisen
Next directorial assignment for Mitchell
Leisen at Paramount will be “Remember
the Night,” co-starring Fred MacMurray
and Barbara Stanwyck.

a

MICHAEL

to

George

Lloyd,”
reports

Returns”

at

next
upon
Uni-

HOGAN

Returns.”
"They

Can’t

Hang

Me,”

PHILIP
and
JULIUS
EPSTEIN
to
"Four
Wives,” a sequel to “Four Daughters.”
RICHARD
MACAULEY
and JERRY
WALD
to
“The World
Moves On,” which will star James
Cagney.
IVAN
GOFF
to “Episode,” slated
Jeffrey Lynn and Priscilla Lane.

to

co-star

Sociologist's Hollywood
Probe Is Progressing
“Excellent progress” in its avowed intention of placing Hollywood and its workers under the sociological-psychological
miscroscope, as announced when headquarters were established here last February, is reported by Leo C. Rosten, director of the Motion Picture Research Project, operating under a grant from the
Carnegie Institute.
Rosten and a staff of six expect to remain here at least another eight months,
the director reported, continuing their
quizzings and probings into the complexities of the motion picture industry. Their
findings will be incorporated in a book to
be written by Rosten for publication some
time in 1940.
To date the surveys have
following fields:

covered the

An analysis of the profits, salaries and
dividends of studio workers, obtained
through questionnaires sent producers,
writers, directors and members
ious trade unions.

Edward Dmytryk, former Paramount
film editor, has been assigned to direct
“The World Moves On” for the studio.
His first directorial assignment was “Million Dollar Legs,” which he piloted when
Director Nick Grinde was forced out by
illness.

McCOY

sequel

Train,”

MICHAEL
HOGAN
to “Marie
Herbert Wilcox production. Hogan
completing
versal.
— Universal

a

of the var-

An analysis of the content of the modern motion picture, based upon a study of
the
top
38 season.125 films released during the 1937A study of production costs and a survey of foreign distribution markets; an
investigation of the production code and
fice. duties and activities of the Hays ofthe
These factors are to be correlated and
subjected to a psychological and sociological interpretation in Rosten’s forthcoming
book. Rosten, a member of the Academy
of Political and Social Science, is also
noted as the author, under the pseudonym
of Leonard Q. Ross, of “The Education of
Hyman Kaplan,” a volume of short
sketches.

Metro Assigns Marin
Metro has assigned Edwin L. Marin to
direct “Henry Goes to Arizona,” featuring
Frank Morgan and Virginia Weidler.
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Frank Morgan is spending a week in
New York . . . Richard Carlson, stage and
screen player, and Mona Mafield were
married in Las Vegas . . . Harry and Jack
Warner will act as hosts to national officers of the Veterans of Foreign Wars at
a luncheon and studio tour June 19. The
studio’s faminine stars will entertain the
officers’ wives at luncheon the same day.
The VFW is holding its national convention in Los Angeles at that time . . . Irving Berlin has returned from New York
for huddles with Darryl Zanuck pertaining to his next production assignment.

in early in September . . . Frank Morgan
hopped a plane for a hurried business trip
east.

attend the opening of their first picture,
“La Inmaculada,” in Mexico City, July 7.

★

Robert Buckner, Warner writer, has returned from South Bend, Ind., where he
conferred with officials of Notre Dame
concerning a script on which he is working. Story received the university’s okay.

Irving Rubine, Warner publicist, was
dispatched to Omaha to handle the
“Juarez” premiere there . . . Mayor Emmet McMenamin and a group of city officials from Monterey attended the preview here of Warner’s “Daughters Courageous.” They played roles as extras in
some of the scenes.
*

*

Jerry Sackheim, Universal’s scenario editor, is back on the job after a story-hunting trip and vacation in the east . . . Preliminary plans for the premiere of Jack
Benny’s new Paramount picture are being
handled in Waukegan, III., by Cliff Lewis,
studio advertising head, and Mervyn
Houser . . . Jack Fier, of Columbia, is
spending the week in Kanab, Utah, where
a serial he is producing is on location.
*

Members of Paramount’s special “Union
Pacific” ballyhoo train were the guests of
Mr. and Mrs. Warren William for an afternoon of tennis, bathing and other recreations at the William home. The frolic was
attended by the William Henrys, William
Pine, Mr. and Mrs. Brian Donlevy, the
Anthony Quinns, Sheila Darcy, Luana
Walters, Patricia Morison and her brother,
Ralph Forbes and Heather Angel, Florence Buttner and Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Beauchamp . . . Elliott Nugent entertained for Humorist James Thurber at
his Beverly Hills home . . . Andy Devine
and his wife will accompany Jack Benny
and Mary Livingston to the Waukegan
premiere of “Man About Town” ".k . . The
briny deep has beckoned Director and
Mrs. Frank Borzage, who are cruising the
Pacific on their yacht, the Athene . . .
Fully recovered from bruises she received
while skeet shooting, Claudette Colbert is
in Del Monte playing some golf.
Capt. Dwight L. Mulkey, of the U. S.
Army Signal Corps, has returned to
Washington, D. C., after completing an
eight-month study course in motion picture production under the auspices of the
Academy Research Council. He will engage in the making of army training
films. Next officer scheduled to take the
course is Lieut. Harry J. Lewis, who checks

Pascal on Way to London
To Produce Next Film
Gabriel Pascal is on his way to London to produce his next film for M-G-M
release. He is accompanied by Lawrence
Irving, art director, and Marian Baldwin, Hollywood publicist.
Pascal has not yet determined whether
“The Doctor’s Dilemma” or “The Devil’s
Disciple” — both Shaw plays — will be
placed in production first.
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Joan Bennett has returned from a
three-week vacation which took her to
Mexico City in company with Mr. and Mrs.
William Leeds . , . Harlan Thompson,
Paramount producer, played host to Novelist Lloyd C. Douglas at one of the studio’s
convention sessions at the Ambassador
Hotel. Douglas delivered a short speech
. . . Nate Watt, directing the next Hopalong Cassidy picture for Producer Harry
Sherman, has headed for Lone Pine to set
locations. Derwin Abrahams, assistant director, and Louis Rachmil, art director,
accompanied him.
★
President Anastasio Samoza of Nicaragua and his party were guests at 20th
Century-Fox for luncheon and a tour of
the lot. “Young Mr. Lincoln” was screened
for the Central American diplomat at his
request . . . Consuls of 17 Latin- American
countries were guests of honor at the coast
premiere of Warner’s “Juarez” at the Warner Hollywood Theatre.
★
J n,
Paramount’s studio club is making final
arrangements for its ninth Catalina Island
picnic, to be held June 18. Lee Hinson and
Jack Crouchley are handling arrangements and Buss Newman is in charge of
special games. More than 3,000 participants are expected . . . Lucile Gleason has
headed for New York to serve as head of
the Federal Theatre Project’s qualification board for three weeks . . . Henry
King has returned from an extended vacation and is preparing for his next 20 th
Century-Fox directorial assignment.
*

Claude Rains, John Litel and Crane
Wilbur have been set by Warner to trek
to Chicago to attend the dedication of a
statue to Haym Salomon . . . Lou Childers,
Warner technician, hit par, 71, on the
nose to romp home winner in the annual
studio golf tournament at Altadena country club. John Ridgeley led the acting
contingent with an 80. All participants
were awarded prizes, even Cutter Ralph
Dawson, who: carded a 162 . . . 20th Century-Fox’s golf tourney was won by Lou
Tate with a 73, the match being staged at
the Rancho country club. Kenneth Macgowan topped the producers with a 99.
★
Maury Cohen and Fortunio Bonanova,
co-producers of Atalaya Films, plan to

k

Walter Bradfield of Paramount’s publicity staff goes to Miami, June 21. He’ll
spend four months there handling the
campaign on the new feature-length cartoon being produced by Max Fleischer
. . . Sam White, Paramount associate producer, is vacationing in New Orleans and
the West Indies.
k

Bill Boyd has returned from Des
Moines, la., where more than 75,000 citizens of the state turned out to watch him
perform as guest of honor at a giant benefit show for the Midwestern Newsboys
★
Ass’n.
Funeral services were held for Henry
Falk, veteran Paramount music librarian,
who died of a heart attack. He is survived
by his widow and two sisters. Falk had
been with Paramount for 20 years . . .
William Thomas, associate producer for
Paramount, and Mrs. Thomas are vacationing in Vancouver, B. C.
k

Maureen O’Sullivan, her husband. Director John Farrow, and their new son,
Michael Damien Farrow, are planning a
two-month vacation in Hawaii. The actress and her baby have just returned
home

from St. Vincent’s Hospital.
★

Harry M. Warner will be awarded the
Gold Cross of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars when the organization opens its
state convention in the Hollywood Bowl,
June 18. Warner will be honored in recognition of his services in producing the
patriotic short subjects . . . Mike Shathin,
Warner sales inanager in Japan, has left
for conferences with New York after
stopping off at the studio for a few days
en route.
*

Festivities at the recent Paramount
convention banquet at the Cocoanut
Grove were momentarily interrupted when
Harry Sherman, producer of the “Hopalong Cassidy” westerns, presented Russell
Hayden, featured player in the series,
with a birthday gift and delivered a short
speech.

Auer Succeeds
On ",Highway

Hoffman
Patrol"

John H. Auer has taken over production of “Highway Patrol” at Republic, succeeding M. H. Hoffman, who has checked
off the lot. Auer will also direct. Michel
Jacoby is doing a polishing job on the
script, aiming it for a June 20 start. New
assignment for Auer has set back his “Hit
Parade of 1939” temporarily.
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When Paramount Held
Its Annual Parley
Los

Angeles — There

was,

and

*

"

is, no

doubt

in anyone’s mind now that Paramount held its annual convention in the
Ambassador Hotel here. Visually, the
proof
lows:

is here, with

identification

as fol-

Above: William LeBaron, production
chief, addresses the convention.
Top Right: Watching the flag-raising
ceremony as the convention opened, left
to right: Jack Stark, Kansas City salesman; R. Doyle, ad sales manager, Washington; W. V. Daugherty, Washington
salesman; Ed Stuckey, Detroit salesman;
Jack Hunter, Toronto branch manager;
Harley Davidson, Washington salesman;
Jack

Bryan, also a salesman from Washington; H. C. Thompson, Washington
salesman.
Second

Right:

Seventeen

new

,

H vJ
Sag

A

Mil*

members

of Paramount’s 100 Percent Club.
Third Right: Being entertained by
Lynne Overman, studio player, left to
right: Ben Elrod, Chicago salesman; Harry
Gleaves, Dallas sales manager; Louis
Arxilio, Chicago salesman; Max Mendel,
Brooklyn salesman; Tate Baker, Memphis
ad sales manager; Joe Young, ad sales
manager, Atlanta; Tom Watson, Memphis
booker; J. J. Nicholl, ad sales manager,
New

Orleans; Buck Weaver, Dallas salesman; R. W. Baker, Milwaukee salesman;

Overman; Chet Bell, Denver branch manager (with the cigar); S. Brunk, booking
manager, Oklahoma City, and, extreme
right, C. J. Deur, Denver salesman.
First Single Column at Right: Paramounteers, in sales convention, hail studio
and home
sion.

office executives

at opening

ses-

Second Single Columii Right: Robert
Preston and Clarence Burdette, right, Salt
Lake City ad sales manager.
Lower

Right:

The

lineup

from

San

Francisco, left to right: Jack M. Bettencourt, sales manager; Henry Hustem and
A. R. Taylor, salesman; J. E. Hurley,
booking manager; George Smith, western
district manager; Neal East, branch manager; R. C. McDonnell, ad sales manager.
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Boil Over WB Product

Shift Cooling Down

Hollywood Bids Paramounteers
Adieu After Confab Ends

Los Angeles — After occupying the local
exhibition limelight for several days, the
controversy which arose when Gradwell
Sears, sales head for Warner, declared his
company’s 1939-40 product would be sold
away from Pox West Coast, and which
ultimatum was
answered by Spyros
Skouras, vice-president of National Theatres, with a more or less laconic “so
what?” has apparently settled down to
routine details.
The final gesture made by Sears prior
to his return to New York was to announce
the setup of an “exhibitor aid” service at
the studio, designed to offer selling, publicity and exploitation assistance on Warner pictures to the independent exhibitors
of the territory who contract for the lineup. The unit will function as a division
of the publicity department, under the
supervision of S. Charles Einfeld, vicepresident in charge of advertising and
publicity, and will be handled in detail
by Arthur Eddy, Eddie Manson, Irving
Rubine and Alan Gordon. It will begin
functioning in August.
As

a

repercussion

of the

Sears

blast,

and Warner’s decision not to sell to FWC,
it was revealed that Mrs. Jennie Dodge,
independent operator of the Mission
Theatre in Ventura, has for the first time
in six years bought Warner product for
her house. Previously the lineup went to
Charles Corcoran, partner in Principal
Theatres— FWC subsidiary— for booking in
his Ventura and American theatres.

See Important Shifts in
Warner-FWC Breach
Seattle — Neutral observers foresee some
important changes in the local theatrical
map if Warner goes through with its refusal to sell the 1939-40 product to the
Pox West Coast circuit. The break, these
observers hold, probably would shift the
first showings of Warner product to the
Danz Sterling or the Jensen- von Herberg
circuit, with the prediction that the lineup
might be divided evenly between the two
outfits. Such a split already is in effect in a number of cities in the northwest.
Film men here are divided into two
camps as to the seriousness of the WarnerFWC breach. One group holds that the
producing company is determined to force
single billing of its films — or else. These

Los

the

Angeles — With

the

close of Para-

mount’s annual sales convention, Hollywood has bid farewell for another year to
legions of salesmen, homeoffice and

budget

the English

Closing days of the Paramount parley
were devoted to addresses by leaders of
the three national distribution districts; a
discussion of trade practice regulations;

Diamond,

an

Convention officially concluded with a
banquet at the Cocoanut Grove, attended
by the 275 enthusiastic sales delegates and
some 1,200 executives, directors, stars,
writers, department heads and other
studio employes. They participated in
the world wide broadcast commemorating
the 50th anniversary of the invention of
the motion picture camera, with Jack
Benny serving as master of ceremonies
and the entertainment lineup including
Cecil B. DeMille, Tito Guizar, Bob Hope,
Young.
Dorothy Lamour, Linda Ware and Victor

outline

by Robert

Gillham,

publicity-

PORTLAND
QREGON’S
new stench bomb law, passed
by the 1939 legislature, went into effect during the week. Throwing stench
bombs in a theatre or other public places
is now a crime . . . Universal’s A. J.
O’Keefe spent two days here on his way
back from Seattle and then took the plane
for Salt Lake City . . . C. L. Skiens paid
the Row one of his rare visits. He comes
down from Burns about once every three
months and was last here in February.
Portland film men were sorry to learn
of the death of Harry W. Poole, operator
of five Klamath Falls theatres, who died
in that city June 7. His houses were served
mostly by San Francisco exchanges . . .
S. G. Mendenhall came to town from
Grants Pass for the trap shoot . . . Other
visitors on the Row included G. L. Garrison of St. Helens and Harry Gamble of
N. Bonneville.
Vacations

get under

way

this month

at

most of the exchanges. Universal’s biller,
Tillie Maki, gets the first one at her
office . . . John Carradine spent a day here
when

he missed plane connections. Edward Everett Horton, here for the Rose
Festival, got him a ride up the Columbia
river highway where John improved his
picture-taking hobby.
Al Finkelstein and his family left for
San Francisco and will take in the Fair
there until the end of the month . . . Jimmy
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H

film-making

unit.

A detailed

analysis of the company’s new product
from a sales point of view was presented
by Neil F. Agnew, sales chieftain, and Lou

the new

head of the short subjects department, outlined the shorts program for
season.
Banquet

Ends

Conclave

The convention special left for San
Francisco immediately after the party,
with delegates planning to visit the Golden
Gate Exposition before returning to their
homes.
Gillham

announced

the

bulk

of Para-

mount’s advertising appropriation will be
spent in daily newspapers, the program to
be a flexible one, concentrating in such
mediums, and at such times, as may be
deemed “most appropriate”
being advertised.

to the pictures

J. T. McBride, 100 percent salesman
from St. Louis, was elected president of
the 100 Percent Club and W. H. Esch,
salesman from Indianapolis, was named
secretary. McBride immediately called a
meeting of the club’s 17 members
line plans for building a permanent
zation.
Discuss

Product

to outorgani-

Details

After

the convention officially concluded, President Balaban, Stanton Griffis, executive committee chairman, Agnew,
Unger, Reagan, Gillham, Freeman and
LeBaron met to discuss budgets and other

0JConnel of Eugene was in town for a
booking meeting of Hamrick-Evergreen
managers . . . John Hamrick of Seattle
was another Portland visitor.

clean-up details of the 1939-40 production
program. Adolph Zukor, chairman of the
board, remains here until July 1. At that
time he will sail for Honolulu to meet
John Hicks jr., foreign sales head, and
continue on to Australia. Harry Hunter,

Three From the West to
Paramount Sales Club

Australian sales manager, missed the convention because of illness, but came in
from New York for conferences with Zu-

point to Warner’s recently announced increase in the number of highpictures to be made in the coming

BOXOFFICE

by Russell Holman, eastern production executive, of the new production policy for

distribution executives who convene yearly with their respective studio forces to
discuss new product lineups, sales policies
and other company affairs.

observers

season and to the studio’s expansion of
its short subject program. Those who see
in the Sears announcement only a marketing threat assert that Warner would
be unlikely to break with the big West
Coast theatre chain, in which a rival studio,
20th Century-Fox, is heavily interested, in
view of the fact that Fox could retaliate
by refusing to sell its product to theatres
owned or controlled by Warner. At the
present time the situation is very interesting to watch from the sidelines, and
not only the eyes of the Northwest, but the
eyes of the country, are on the outcome.

advertising director, of the 1939-40 advertising appropriation; and an explanation

Los Angeles — Three from
area were announced as new

the western
members of

Paramount’s 100 Per Cent Club at the
company
convention here, including
Dwight Spracher, Seattle salesman; John
Hurley, San Francisco booker, and Clarence Burdette, Salt Lake ad sales manager.
The new members received
special insurance policies.

bonuses

and

June

kor. He will
21.

head

for

“down

under”

President Balaban has pulled up stakes
and returned to New York, as have C. R.
Dickinson, general sales manager for Great
Britain; Tony Reddin, publicity director
for England; Stanton Griffis, and Milt
Kusell, New York
new and Reagan
route

district manager. Agplaned to Seattle, en

to the Allied States
vention in Minneapolis.

exhibitor

con-

39

seven weeks. They will return via San
Francisco and take a gander at the Fair.
The three comprise the family of J. T.

from W. B. Kelly, “the Kentucky
yfiJORD
salesman
Colonel” and former RKO
in this territory, that he intends to enter
the motion picture business in Louisville
. . . John Danz, president of Sterling
theatres, attended the Allied convention in
Minneapolis, June 13-15 . . . The regular
meetipg of the Motion Picture Theatre
Owners of Washington has been postponed.
Members will gather when Danz returns
to hear the results of the Minneapolis
affair . . . Frank Alonzo, manager of the
Rialto, was stabbed in the arm by a patron
who was irate at the show. The dagger
severed an artery and Frank is still in the
hospital.
Charlotte

von Herberg,

daughter

of J. G.

of the Jensen-von Herberg circuit, writes
she is doubling for Alice Faye in the riding
scenes for “Hollywood Cavalcade ” . . . After
18 years of photographing the scenic beauties of the world, Jack Kuhne, cameraman for Fox Movietone News, is in a mood
to quit. Jack was up 16,000 feet in a plane
shooting 4,000 feet of infra-red film.
“Beautiful stuff," he called it. Then came
a telephone call from Hollywood telling
him the Mount Rainier film accidentally
had been ruined in developing , which
means Jack will have to go do it all over
again.
A change on Filmrow finds Floyd Heninger in as booker for RKO. Louis Goldsmith will stay on the road permanently
along with Jack Burk. Change was caused
by the resignation of Jack Nelson, salesman east of the mountains . . . Tire Paramount made a nice tieup with local dairies
for “East Side of Heaven.” Basis of the
tie was “Sandy,” the baby star who, they

claim, is “bottle fed.” A special night was
set aside for the dairy workers and their
families. Plenty of newspaper art was
given the tieup, most of the pictures showing usherettes sampling milk.
Once

again

Seattle

is getting

ready

secretary to Guy Navarre, is about to become a mother. Her spot has been taken
over by Isabel Ryer.

for

its annual Around-Lake Washington- Hike.
Every year the daily Star sponsors the
event which starts at midnight mid winds
up around 7 or 8 o'clock in the morning.
The start and finish line is generally at
one of the local theatres with winners
making their appearance on the stage of
the theatre in the evening. For many
years the Orpheum ivas the spot, but this
year the theatre has yet to be selected.
The hike is about sixty miles . . . Popcorn
Smith has left his trade-mark in Tacoma.
The Roxy and Music Box are featuring a
Burch machine in their lobby with a pretty
costumed girl doing the serving.
Bill Forman, general manager
Danz Sterling chain, announces

Sheffield, president of Republic Pictures
in the Northwest . . . The Rialto here is
closing for an indefinite period because of
financial difficulties . . . Naomi Mackay,

for the
he has

The Pearl brothers’ theatre in Prosser,
Wash., is nothing but ashes following a
fire. Acel Marley and Dick Laws, the
operators, were badly burned. The fire
started in the booth. Damage is estimated
at $5,000. Warner lost a print of “Blackwell’s Island” and Paramount lost a newsreel. The house will be rebuilt . . . Berger
and Maxine Gustafson, who handle the
books

for various theatres in this territory, are so swamped they have added
Ida Holm to their staff. A very attractive
addition, Gus . . . A1 Rosenberg and Kenny
Schultz are back from Spokane where they
went with Irving Berry, from National
Theatres’ New York office. Heaton
dall was also in the party.

Ran-

signed several name bands for the Palomar. This week Sterling Young is featured. Others to appear include Skinnay
Ennis and Eddie Peabody. Forman also
is dickering for screen names . . . Visiting
here is Maj. Phillip Kieffer, formerly a
dramatic actor in these parts. Phil is now
in Hollywood, directing army and war
scenes in films. Mrs. Kieffer, who is also
here, will be remembered as the former
Ruth Albright, the actress. The couple are

Jerry Milner and son Martin have left
for Los Angeles to join her hubby, Sam,
who has joined the sales force of Universal
there . . . A. H. and Mrs. McMillan, back
from their California vacation and telling

guests

wedding anniversary with their son-in-law
and daughter, Bill and Margot Cunningham, who celebrated their eighth anniversary the same date.

of Rosie Smith,
acter comedienne.

well known

char-

Mrs. J. T . Sheffield and daughters margaret and Mary are steaming towards Honolulu where they will vacation for six or

of the wonders of the Fair. Mac is manager of the Northwest Film Club here . . .
The Bill Formans celebrated their anniversary with a dinner attended by many
guests . . . L. O. Lukan and his wife Eva
went to Portland to celebrate their 33 rd

^AILT

LAKE

QEORGE
A. HICKEY, M-G-M
district
manager, left for San Francisco after
conducting a two-day sales meeting here
. . . Back from Idaho and Montana after
several weeks is James R. Keitz, Mercury
head . . . E. W. Wilson, Grand National
manager, plans a ten-day trek into Idaho
. . .Orrin J. Hazen is on an extended trip
in the northern
tre Supply Co.

territory for Service

C. F. Rose

added

has been

Thea-

to the Mono-

gram sales force and will go into the Denver territory. Rose was formerly manager
for GB here and until lately was handling
roadshow
attractions. He will cover easttory.
ern Utah en route to the Colorado terri-

Color Game

The Studio Theatre, which was gutted by
flames said to have been caused from a
lighted cigaret, is expected to be ready
for reopening during the next month.
Manager Price of the Intermountain circuit
house is acting as foreman during the
reconstruction period.

Premieres —

“Lucky Colors,” new
under the supervision

boxoffice stimulant copyrighted and
of Shattuck and Ettinger, advertising

being marketed
agency, is given

a test “preview” on the stage of Bard’s Colorado Theatre, Pasadena, Calif.,
by Manager Dick Simms. The young lady at the right has just spun the
“Lucky

Color” wheel three times, to select three of the 36 hues upon it. Individual members of the audience who believe they are wearing three articles
of clothing matching the colors selected then come forward to claim their
awards. Directly behind the wheel is George Montgomery , who made a personal appearance with the stunt as “The Lone Ranger.” Awards included
popcorn, “Lone Ranger” pistols and similar merchandise.

40

John W. Trewhela, now associated with
the Intermountain Theatres, is at the Utah
Theatre with Manager Norman Sprowl acting as assistant manager for two weeks,
after which he will go to Preston, Ida., and
other towns to act as relief manager during vacations. Trewhela comes here from
Billings, Mont., where he was associated
with Fox West Coast.
BOXOFFICE
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DENVER
T J. GOODSTEIN has applied for a building permit for a new $100,000 theatre
to be built in the Park Hill section, from
which the house will derive it’s name. The
house will cost $100,000, be of stadium
type, and be modernistic design with construction of terra cotta, glass brick and
stainless steel. Goodstein formerly operated theatres in several cities in the
Denver territory. The new theatre will be
124x66, and will seat 1,000.
The Palace Theatre is using three features on Saturday and Monday. C. A.
Mulock is managing the house for Paul
Hoppen, who recently took the house back
after selling it three months ago . . . Jack
Kramer has resiguned as assistant manager
at the State Theatre and expects to go to
New Mexico on doctor’s orders to seek a
lower altitude.
Frank
Theatre
changing
. . . Betty
manager

Bond has bought the Hermes
at Springfield, Colo., and by
one letter has made it the Harms
Notheis, daughter of Roy Notheis,
of the Mayan Theatre, Denver,

and Ruth Rose, daughter of Boxoffice’s
Denver correspondent, graduated with high
honors from the University of Denver.
Both were members of Mortar Board, highest honorary group for senior girls, and
both were among the five outstanding
senior girls, the selections being made by
the faculty and senior class. Both expect to
teach.
Robert Selig, Hiawatha manager, experienced a siege of streptococcic throat . . .
Casey Edinger, Zaza Theatre manager, is
spending his vacation in the east, visiting Chicago and New York . . . John Lindhart, operating the Park, Denver, and a
string of portables in CCC camps, is also
showing films to the boys in the state national guard camp at Camp George West.
. . . Chas. Gilmour, president of Gibralter
Enterprises, went to Craig, Colo., to inspect
their theatre there.
Larry Starsmore, manager of Westland
theatres in Colorado, and Miss Cecelia
Heid of Colorado Springs, were married at
Taos, N. M. The ceremony was held in
the Chapel of the Nativity with the Rev.
Gerken officiating. After a honeymoon
they will make their home in Colorado
Springs . . . Back from the Paramount
convention in Los Angeles and plenty enthusiastic over the 1939-40 product are
C. J. Bell, manager of the local exchange.
Salesmen C. J. Duer, R. C. Ryan and Wm.
Williams; John Voss, head booker, and
Wm. Plunkett, ad sales manager.
A. J. O’Keefe, Universal west coast district manager, spent a few days conferring
with Jack Langan, exchange manager . . .
L. L. Dent and T. B. Noble of Dallas and
Oklahoma City, respectively , spent a few
days in Denver conferring with theatre
and exchange men. En route they spent
some time at the headquarters of Westland theatres in Colorado Springs with
Larry Starsmore, manager . . . Fox Intermountain is reopening the Rialto at Walsenburg, Colo., and the Coronado, Las
Vegas, N. M. Both have been closed for
some time. Spanish films will be used
for one change a week at the Rialto.
BOXOFFICE

Market "Lucky Colors" as
New B. O. Stimulant
Los Angeles — A new boxoffice stimulant
has been copyrighted and is being marketed
under the supervision of the Shattuck and
Ettinger advertising agency under the title
“Lucky Colors.” It consists of a “Lucky
Color” wheel, containing 36 different hues,
with the correct name of each color
printed on the section where it appears.
Wheel, mounted on the theatre stage, is
spun three times, after which patrons examine their clothing to determine if any
individual is wearing three articles of apparel which match the three colors turned
up on the wheel. Winners then step up
and claim their awards.
Distribution has been established in various territories. A deal has been closed
with the Metro Premium Co. to handle
“Lucky Colors” in New York, Boston, Buffalo, New Haven, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh,
Cleveland, Detroit and Kansas City. A1
Wolf of Dallas, Tex., will distribute the
stimulant in Oklahoma, Texas and Arkansas. John Mednikow has signed to handle it in Chicago, Milwaukee and Minneapolis, and William C. Quinn has the franchise for Los Angeles.
Its sponsors stress the flexibility with
which the stimulant may be handled.
Awards can range from nominal prizes of
inexpensive merchandise up through various scales to cash handouts, this phase
having been left to be determined by the
individual theatre operator according to his
needs and pocketbook. The creators of
“Lucky Colors” point out it not only can
be used as a medium for distributing these
awards, but also creates goodwill among,
and entertainment for, audiences through
the manner in which the stunt can be conducted; humorous methods of determining
whether or not various shades of clothing
match the colors selected by the wheel;
and, in some instances, the type of garment brought forth for display.
“Preview” tryouts have been staged in
several local spots, including Bard’s Colorado Theatre in Pasadena. Dick Simms,
house manager, conducted the test with
George Montgomery supplementing the
stunt with a personal appearance
Lone Ranger.”

as “The

Building the Willow
Buttonwillow,

Cal. — A

new

XJARRY FARRIS, former owner of the
Liberty, is now back at the helm there
. . . Golden States’ Strand in Berkeley is
closed for remodeling . . . The Capitol
here seems destined to remain dark a little
longer, as it seems Eddie Skolak will be
unable to reopen it as originally planned.
Report is the Sutter Theatre is on the
auction block and will probably change
hands and managers with the transaction
. . . Joe Conner is the new manager at
the Granada here . . . Charles Skouras
of Fox West Coast was in town looking
over the local scene.
Dan McLean is now in Sacramento. He
is a former Harvey circuit manager . . .
Ed Coffey, formerly at the Colusa which
fey.
was taken over by the Nassers is now in
Santa Clara. Bill Mitchell replaced CofRKO’s local exchange manager, Bill
Wolf, and his salesmen, George Seach,
Earl Stein, and Charlie Crowell, all attended the company convention in New
York . . . “Tobacco Road,” starring John
Barton, starts an engagement at the Curran, June 18.
Vacations have overtaken Henry Wisner,
Warner booker, and Bert Gelling, Warner
shipper. Gelling is en route to Seattle . . .
Ruth Karski, sister of Gerald and daughter of A. C., was married to Irving Rosenbaum of Des Moines. Rosenbaum is nonthearicl. . . Frank Austen, doorman at
the Egyptian here, has deserted the benedicts, and Mark Ailing, assistant manager
at the Golden Gate Theatre, is now honeymooning with his new wife in Yellowstone.
Kay Kyser opens at the Golden Gate,
June 21 and Artie Shaw comes in the
Fourth of July . . . Bob Allen of the Grand
in Tracy was in town . . . Ditto Ernest
Howell of the Monachi, Porterville.
A party was held by employes of Goldberg Theatres at a local niterie. It seems
the workers were getting married so fast
they had to call a general get-together to
catch up on each other . . . Louis Winters
of the American Theatre here announces
his engagement
theatrical.

400-seat

theatre, to be known as the Willow, is
under construction here. It will be owned
and operated by Marino Pierucci and Gino
Per a.

CAUTION

S’ IFRAMCMSCO

to Estelle Cohn,

non-

Jack Mills, national organizer for the
American Federation of Actors, has taken
over
the reins of the actors’ union here,
temporarily.

TO EXHIBITORS

It has come to our attention that electrically operated slides, in imitation of our electrically operated projector slides, are being offered to
theatres. These slides, in our opinion, are infringements of the Patent
rights held by us and we will enforce the same to the full extent of the
law. Exhibitors are warned against such infringing acts.
Hollywood electrical projector slides are protected by U. S. Letters
Patents No. 2042604 and No. 2069304. Before using any electrically operated projector slides, we urge your careful investigation.

HOLLYWOOD AMUSEMENT CO., Inc., 831 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, III

:: June 17, 1939
41

Seattle's Censors Oppose
Licensing of Carnivals
SHOWMAN
Seattle — The Municipal Board of Theatre Supervisors, voicing opposition to the
granting of carnival licenses, has informed
the city council its objection is “based
on the fact that their entertainment in
the past has been salacious, obscene and
has contributed to the vice of gambling.”
The objection was contained in a letter
written by Mrs. Ernest Kummer,
tary of the censor board.

secre-

Members of the council several times
have considered banning carnivals within
the

city limits.

At

present,

the

Hilder-

brand’s

Show and Combined Circus is presenting its attractions in the downtown
area under the sponsorship of the American
Legion.

600-Car Drive-In Theatre
Is Launched in Phoenix

Drive-In Theatre Corp., functioning as
general manager and director of operations.

to FWC

Los Angeles — “The Mikado,” Universal
production made in England, has been
acquired by Fox West Coast for booking
throughout the entire circuit.

TRADE

way

back

is Earl

radiator cap, the equipage bannered “Lompoc Days” as a plug for that city’s pioneer
celebration . . . Other bookers included
Bob Leonard, Pala, Escondido; Phil Peccarich, in from Jerome, Ariz.; George Diamos, head of the Diamos circuit, Tucson,
Ariz.; Gene
Hoss, Nuart,
Glen

O’Keefe,
Sawtelle.

Allen, former

Maywood;
film man

Russell

from

Salt

Lake

City, is in for a vacation, accompanied by his ivife . . . Another visitor was
Paul DeOta, who used to be a familiar
figure along the Row . . . Asher Shaw of
the United Theatres circuit, Detroit, is a
southern California visitor . . . The Times
Theatre, newly acquired by Ben Peskay
and Sam Decker, has been refurbished with
one

Phoenix, Ariz. — A drive-in theatre with
a capacity of 600 cars will go into construction here immediately, the first such
theatre in the state. K. C. Hooker is president of the new company, with Seth Perkins, who is president of the California

"The Mikado"

from

Calvert, operator of the Lompoc Theatre in Lompoc. In on a booking visit, Calvert had a longhorn steer hide over the
hood of his car and its skull as the

of the new de luxe type Q. R. S. marques. . . Morris Berg, former Los Angeles
showman, now operating in Oakland, came
in for a short stay.
Jack

Trop,

former

production

executive

with

Harry Sherman and now an independent producer, visited Sam Decker at
the Majestic exchange . . . Jack Goldman,
operator of the Pico and Park theatres,
has returned from a short vacation to
Yosemite National Park. He was accompanied by his mother . . . N. C. Son is
venturing into the cosmetics business, having opened offices on Beverly Blvd. near
Vermont. He formerly
Regent and Playhouse,
associated

owned McKinney’s
and previously was

with Coty’s, where

he gained

his
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RE

3578

to three new French features, “Never Let
Me Know,” “Money” and “The Slipper
Bookers: Judge LeRoy Pawley, Desert
Theatre,
Episode.” Indio; Paul Dietrich, Oxnard;
Herman
Lewis, Whitson-Lewis circuit;
Jules Wolf, Lincoln; C. A. Ferry, Granada;
Alhambra; Bob Elder, Arlington, Arlington; L. K. Mathews, La Paloma, Encinitas;
K. Wise, Fillmore, Fillmore; August Finn,
Capitol (no relation to Mickey); Jack
Mmgus, operator of the Florence Mills and
Green Meadows; Monty Friend, Montrose,
Montrose; Herb Shute, Barton, San Pedro;
H. G. Adams, Upland, Upland; C. O. Davis,
New Beaumont, Beaumont; Frank Fouce,
rounding up Spanish-languagers for his
California, Electric, Roosevelt and Arrow;
Jimmy Edwards, Edwards circuit; Fred
Hershon, Trojan; Ned Calvi, Plaza, Hawthorne; Art Rickard, partner of Harry
Nace,

Wm. G. Smith's Jewel Productions
1912 So. Vermont
RO. 2205

Phoenix.

After eight weeks on crutches, Seth Perkins has finally removed the cast from
his broken leg, and hobbled down to Filmrow with a cane to search for bookings for
his San-Val Drive-In Theatre in Burbank . . . Morris Borgos, the theatre guide
manager for the Los Angeles Times, who
headquarters on the Row, has headed east
for a two-week vacation . . . Mel Levinson
of Metro Premium is bedded with a cold.
Boris Posner and Mike Rapaport dropped by for bookings for their Arlington
Theatre . . . Ditto Al Weder, Royale; Harold Glass, of the Gordon; Irving Carlin
and Max Sinker, the Alvarado and Oriental; Art Ringer, of the Popkin-Ringer
circuit; Simon Lazarus, East Pasadena;
Bill Martin, Hemet, Hemet; Leo Fenton,
Metro; Grover Smith, Cosmo and Roxy,
Glendale.
Ben

■

LOS ANGELES
EQUIPMENT

experience in cosmetics . . . William G.
Smith has acquired local distribution rights

Kalmenson,

western

and

southern

sales head for Warner, is making the circuit of the company’s Portland, Seattle,
Salt Lake and Denver exchanges, accompanied by W. E. Calloway, western district manager . . . Mason Seiler came in
for product for his new Lido Theatre,
Newport Beach . . . Ditto Ben Hayward,
Diana, San Diego; Bob Dunnegan, Rio,
Blythe, Ariz.; Bob Ellsworth of the Gore
Bros, circuit; Nate Boasberg, Ritz, Inglewood; Bill Woodworth, Belmont Shores;
George Halter of the Arlen; Harry Vinicof,
Manny Feldstein, Oxnard; Billy Sobelman, Victory; George Landers, Washington; Sid Feder, Stanley, Long Beach; Joe
Sloat, Maynard.

Joint Action Is Aim of
Three Operator Locals
Seattle — Work and wage policies to be
pursued during the coming year were taken
up at a meeting here of executive board
members of motion picture operator locals
from Portland, Tacoma and Seattle.
Detailed information on the meeting was
lacking, other than that the locals, in the
future, will strive for closer cooperation
on common problems.
James McNabb is business agent for the
Seattle unit, Local 154.
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Plea for Injunction

Illinois Allied Session Rips
Into Duals and Rentals

Studied by Court
Madison, Wis. — The state supreme court,
in taking under advisement the plea of
Circuit Judge Robert S. Cowie, La Crosse,
for an injunction to restrain the La
Crosse

Theatres Co., La Crosse, from operating Bank Night, did not indicate whether
it would take jurisdiction to decide the
legality of the game until after there has
been a trial in a lower court.
Lotteries are prohibited in the constitutions of nearly all states and in the U. S.
criminal code, Attorney Quincy Hale, La
Crosse, representing Judge Cowie, told the
court.

“It is significant,” he said, “that Bank
Night literature is barred from the U. S.
mails, showing that in the opinion of postal officials it is a lottery.”
Fifteen or 20 federal courts, some of
them appellate courts, have held that
Bank Nights are lotteries, while only four
or five have denied that they are such,
Hale said.

Attorneys for the theatre had pointed
out a lottery consists of three essentials:
A consideration or payment by the customers, a drawing, and a prize award. While
admitting there was a drawing and a
prize, they asserted since it was possible
to win a prize without buying a ticket to
get into the show, the element of “consideration” or payment was lacking.
Counsel for the theatre company contended the supreme court should leave
the question up to the legislature as to
whether Bank Nights are lotteries. A bill
to bar them as lotteries now is pending in
the legislature.
day before the presentation of arguments in the case before the high court,
Judge Cowie blasted Bank Night in an
addressi before the Wisconsin County
Boards Ass’n convention in La Crosse.
He declared that “here in this city and
county for almost three years, a lottery
racket under the name of Bank Night has
flourished under the noses of the city
council, county board, police force and
district attorney’s office.

By

GENE

RICH

Chicago — Allied members had a giant
bull session and the Row still is reverberating with the squawks eventuating.
Number one hornet in the Allied of Illinois’ bonnet — double features — came in for
plenty of grilling. The other main topic
dealt with “excessive” film
members decided must be cut
mer if scores of independent
not to be closed, at least for
each week.

rentals that
for the sumtheatres are
several days

To be headed by President Jack Kirsch,
a committee composed of Nate Wolf, Joe
Weiss and Bill Charukas was named to
discuss what can be done constructively
and concretely to eliminate duals in the
Windy City as soon as possible. A vote
of the

nearly 75 Allied members (representing 106 theatres) present, showed that
actually 97 per cent of them were in favor
of returning to single-feature operation.
It was generally conceded by those present that to attempt a return to single features while B&K continued with duals
would be business suicide on the part of
Allied. A telegram was sent to the Paramont convention in Los Angeles, in care
of Neil F. Agnew, vice-president and general sales manager, urging the company
to do

something about having
turn to singles in Chicago.

B&K

re-

Sessions were scheduled this week with
various of the film exchanges whereby
Allied hoped to effect cuts in film rentals
for the summer. This was the result of

The

“It literally has stolen from the pockets
of the poor and the credulous not less
than $250,000. It has added paupers to
the rapidly growing list of dependents and
has made criminals out of youths on the
street, taught disrespect for law and glorified gambling; this so-called innocent
business feeder that offers one chance out
of 50,000 for a mess of pottage.
“Not a man on the city council, county
board or police force, or the prosecuting
attorney or even the attorney general of
the state, if you please, ever has had an
honest doubt but that Bank Night is a
lottery. To argue otherwise would be an
insult to our intelligence, and yet it went
on and on, under open leadership of officials whose sworn duty it was to dignify
and enforce the law. It reached out its
slimy hand for the quarters and dimes of
young and old, mothers with illy-clad children in their arms, those on relief and
those heading there, with the fantastic
hope that they might get this small fortune and still they say it is not a lottery.”
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the discussion on the matter at the meeting. “There is a grave possibility that
many of our members’ theatres will have
to be closed — at least for several days each
week — if something isn’t done to cut the
costs of their operation,” said Kirsch.
“And since our biggest item is the payment
of film rental, we hope that the branch
managers will work with us and effect
some sort of an understanding. We want
to keep

every

theatre

possible

open

dur-

ing the summer.”
While
nothing was decided, it is understood that premiums came in for their
share of panning. Among the suggestions
was that various exhibitors in certain
zones and areas in the city get together
and collectively eliminate premiums, as the
first step in a general city-wide movement.
The operator situation was only briefly
discussed, although it is not expected that
the projectionists union will be asked to
take another cut this summer.
A blanket invitation to all Allied members was issued to attend the annual Tom
Flannery outing at Nippersink Country
Club on June 22.

National Buying Combine
Not Desired in Chicago
Chicaco — The local unit meeting voted
no specific instructions to delegates to
the national Allied convention in Minneapolis.
Jack Kirsch, president of the Illinois
unit, told Boxoffice that he did not expect to find his group in favor of any
national buying and booking combine as
suggested some weeks ago.
“We have a situation different from any
other city,” said Kirsch. “Our buying and
booking is entirely different, and we must
continue to buy individually. Every exhibitor should operate his house, together
with his booking, etc., to suit his own
needs. Such a combine cooperative group
would not work here in Chicago.

Springfield Session
Nears Conclusion
Springfield, III. — Despite the fact several film bills have passed the house in
the

state legislature here, it is not expected that any of the bills will become
law since the session has only about two
weeks more before adjournment.

by the house is the Lund blockbooking and blind-selling bill, and the
Sandquist bill requiring a 15-minute intermission for all film performances over
two hours. Neither is expected to get
through the senate.

" Can You Do Anything "
Questions Allied

Passed

Scheinbaum , McBride
Esch 100 Per Centers
Los

Angeles — New

recruits

and

Chicago — The
Agnew,

telegram

general

sales

sent

to Neil

manager

of

Paramount, at the company's convention, regarding duals and singles, by
Allied of Illinois, follows:
"Allied Theatres of Illinois, in session
assembled today, voted in favor of
single features. Your subsidiary,
ban <£ Katz, is the only stumbling

Balablock

that prevents 95 per cent of the smaller
subsequent-run theatres from operating

to

Para-

mount’s 100 Per Cent Club from the central territory, announced at the annual
sales convention here, are William Esch,
Indianapolis; Norman Scheinbaum, Milwaukee; and Jesse McBride, St. Louis. All
are salesmen.
The new members received bonuses,
special insurance policies and convention
citation for exceptional activity.

in the black and Balaban & Katz absolutely refuses to cooperate in any way.
"Can you, for the sake of your future sales to these theatres, do anything to help not only the smaller theatres but Balaban <S Katz themselves;
as

well as doing something constructive for the entire industry. — Jack

Kirsch,

president."
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will originate; the Great States Academy,
across the street from the Genesee; and the

Waukegan Aflutter;
Awaits Premiere

Times,
This

Waukegan, III. — This town of 35,000
people at the northern tip of Illinois is
all aflutter.
For one of its most illustrious home town
boys who made good in the big city, Jack
Benny, is being honored during “Waukegan Celebrity Days,” starting next Wednesday, June 21. The celebration will be clinewest

operated
mond, Ind.

by Nat Bernstein

will mark

the

of Ham-

first time

that

a

world premiere has been held in every theatre in a city, big and small, and where
opposition houses have been used for the
showing of the same picture.
Admission will be charged to the Academy and Times theatres, but the two shows
at the Genesee have been bought out by
General Foods and will be distributed
to the press and others officially connected
with the opening.

maxed by the world premiere of Benny’s
Paramount picture — and secretive-

Stage Shows Gaining
In Nabe Theatres
Indianapolis — Stage attractions of various sorts are being offered increasingly by
neighborhood houses here. A presentation
of the World’s Fair Talent
fered on consecutive days
Oriental, St. Clair, Uptown
was the first of six weekly
stage presentation. The
changed for each weekly

Revue was ofat the Strand,
and Ritz. This
editions of this
performers are
show and the

audience picks a winner at each performance. The final winner of the contest has
his choice of a week on the Lyric stage

ly SHOUTED his best — “Man
About
Town,” next Sunday, June 25, at the
Great States’ Genesee.
Carl Krueger, Paramount ballyhoo artist, has been here several weeks preparing
plans for the event. He has organized an
executive committee of the Waukegan
chamber of commerce, headed by Mayor
Mancel Talcott, a
boyhood friend of
Benny, which is making the premiere a

or a trip to the New York Fair.
The Rivoli featured Denny Dutton and
his band on its stage and the Strand is
presenting jitterbug contests once a week,
a form of stage entertainment that has
met with growing favor.

city-wide

event. All merchants have contributed to a fund of several thousand
dollars to promote the event. The city
will be decorated and Paramount will
conduct its own junket of stars and scribes
into the city.
From Hollywood will come Benny, Mary
Livingston, his wife; Dorothy Lamour,
Phil Harris, Kenny Baker, Andy Devine
and Don Wilson, all either members of the
film cast or Benny’s radio show. There
will be two performances on Sunday evening of both the radio show, sponsored by
General Foods for its Jello, and the picture. The initial one will start at 6 p. m.,
to be followed by the picture; the second,
at 10:30 p. m„ also to be followed by the
picture. The stars will be seen in person
at both shows.
The

Hollywood contingent of stars arrives June 21, and will be welcomed by
Mayor Talcott at a civic celebration. On
Thursday, the entire crew will be guests
at a dinner at the Great Lakes Naval
Training Station near here, where Benny
enlisted during the World War. Friday,
which is Mary Livingston’s birthday, will
be given over to a tea by club women of
the city.
Saturday the radio cast will rehearse
its Sunday show and climax it with a
press party and civic banquet Saturday
night at the Waukegan Hotel, which is
headquarters for the event.
Krueger

has

arranged

numerous

gag

one of which is to be the subpoenaing by the mayor of Waukegan
of Chicago newspaper people to be present
at the premiere.

The

Paramount

convention

in

Los

Angeles included for Ben Elrod, Chicago salesman, a floral appendage from
one of the Legionnair esses, and for
Norman
Scheinbaum, Milwaukee
branch salesman, a conversation with
Virginia Vale, Golden Circle player.

MILWAUKEE
THE

Warner

Theatre

its eighth

observed

anniversary here with “Juarez” and
“Sweepstakes Winner” . . . Harry Perlewitz has disposed of his Astor and Jackson theatres, neighborhood houses, to the
Fox circuit. It is the fourth independent
house to go by the boards to the circuits
in recent weeks, the former being the
Ritz, also to Fox, and the Times, to the
Standard Theatres, Warner subsidiary.

events,

Cliff Lewis, Paramount studio’s advertising manager, will arrive here early in the
week to work with Krueger on final details for the premiere.

Completing
"Man

About

Arrangements
Town"

Debut
bethe

world premiere of Paramount’s “Man About
Town” at all three local theatres simultaneously. This will include the Great
States’ Genesee,
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where

again

been

nam-

ed distributor for the American Red Cross’
yearly release. “Footsteps,” a single reel
film, will be supplied gratis to all exhibitors and they are urged to make their requests now for dates starting after July 1.
Tommy

Tucker,

sound

man

who

has lent

his imitations to many Walt Disney “Silly
Symphonies,” was a local visitor . . . Stanley Segelbaum, formerly manager of Fox’s
Miller Theatre here, is now presiding over
the State, west side neighborhood house.

for

Waukegan, III. — Arrangements were
ing completed late this week to run

B. N. Judell, Inc., has

the Jello broadcast

“King of Kings” is being shown
Kenosha church nightly beginning

in a
June

11 with a free will offering as the admission. . . Carl E. Bunce, projectionist at
the Jeffris in Janesville, owes his life to a

kapok boat cushion, ivhich helped keep
him afloat after his boat had tipped on
Lake Kegonsa while on a fishing trip.
Harvey Buchanan, Superior exhibitor,
was chairman of the newsreel committee
for the city’s Golden Jubilee observance,
which was covered by Paramount.
The Marshfield common
council has
hiked theatre license fees from $10 to $50
per theatre anually. Marshfield has three
houses, all operated by J. P. Adler.
H. W. Robarge, former operator of the
Cosmo, Merrill, has taken over the Falls
berg.
at Sheboygan Falls from Stanley Kohl-

In connection with the “Day for Young
America” program sponsored June 14 at
the Wisco?isin Theatre, Wisconsin Rapids,
by the Elks, young people whose 21 st
birthday occurred during 1939, were admitted free to “Young
More

than

Mr.

60 employes

Lincoln.”
of the

Lloyd

Manufacturing Co. were honored at Menominee when they were presented with service pins by Richard Greenwood, president of the Heywood Wakefield Co.
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C H I C A Cl €>
TOE

GOLDBERG

has denied

Barney

reports that he is connected with the Excel Mfg. Co., manufacturers of theatre
hardware, sand urns and film cabinets.

Subpoenas

Chicago — The

Balaban.
(with

The run of Dr. I. Q. at the Chicago
Theatre on Monday nights has now been
extended to August 21.

of M-G-M, are honeymooning
Wisconsin after their marrige
the Blackstone Hotel.

Pliml,

in northern
Saturday at

Charlie Ryan, Harry Turrell and Herb
Wheeler of the Chicago office, and Jack
Keegan of the Milwaukee office, were in
New York
meeting.

attending

a Warner

reported-

and

major

the case for Federal
ward.

companies

Special
on

Master
the

Edgar

case

out

of Attorney

Both

have

been

busy

interview-

John

ing various local independent exhibitors and exchange heads and would
not comment
any, are.

on

what

Bunny Barr has
clerk at Monogram

the "surprises."

Eddie

if

resigned as shipping
to go to Los Angeles.

company seven years. He was survived by his wife, one daughter, and one
son, Jack Fleming, who is chief of service
at the Avalon Theatre.
been

added

A quiz session will feature the joint session of the Bookers’ Club and Women’s
Film Industry Club next Tuesday night,
June 20. Dick Sachsel will conduct the
session, with ten picked members from
each organization participating.

Kirsch’s
fices.

star stills are up in Jack

office in the Allied of Illinois’ of-

Lionel S. Fedotin of Trailer-Made Service is honeymooning this week with the
former Miss Lillian Roberta Margolis.
They were married Saturday at the Midwest Athletic Club. Among those attending was the uncle of the groom, George
West of New York City.
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Warner,

passing

Wood-

office manager.

Subpoenaed

Silverman

of

Essaness;

Aaron

and presentato consume the

to the

Prevue

Co.

through

the

other day, stopped off to visit and chat
with Jimmy Coston . . . Marlene Dietrich
came in on the Santa Fe Super-Chief
on Sunday, en route to New York, from
trip.
where she left this week for a European

M-G-M
held a screening of “Goodbye
Mr. Chips,” last Saturday at the Esquire
Theatre for women’s club leaders and
school principals.

opened

The special train to the RKO convention in New York was to leave here Saturday afternoon, with managers and salesmen from the west converging in the
Windy City. Stops were to be made by the
New York Central special in Toledo and
Cleveland, where additional RKO-ites
were scheduled to be picked up.

new

M.

M-G-M

Preliminary arguments
tion of facts are expected
better part of a month.

Goodman & Harrison plan to close their
Rosette Theatre; ditto for the Standard
Theatre, operated by Louis Brecka . . .
Indiana-Illinois Theatres will close the
Lexington Theatre, which they recently
acquired from Warner for six weeks, for
a complete renovation job.
H.

Charles

was reportedly interested in the McVickers transaction between B&K and J-L-S.

the

has

Judge

Other subpoenaes issued were for R. O.
Farrell, interested in the Oriental Theatre
building; I. B. Perlman and William J.
Friedman, attorneys, and F. L. Arnholt
of the Chicago board of education, who

Minneapolis . . . Most of the eastern contingent stopped off here en route, some
going up Monday afternoon, and the rest
on Tuesday . . . Al Simon also attended
the convention.

Numerous

are

Jones sr„ Aaron Jones jr„ and John Jones
of Jones, Linick & Schaefer, and Elmer
Upton, comptroller of Balaban & Katz,
are the exhibitors subpoenaed.

Elmer Fleming, 50 years old, personnel
head of Warner Theatres in the Chicago
zone, who died last week, had been with

Marks

Kemptgen,

Exhibitors

Henry Herbel, Warner district head, was
among those at the Allied convention in

Frolics”

Balaban

Eckhardt, 20th Century-Fox; Mannie Gottlieb, Universal; Irving Schlank, United
Artists; Tom Gilliam, Warner Bros, and

General Murphy's offices in Washington are Robert Wright and Seymour

Herman

“Royale

John

All Chicago branch managers were
subpoenaed, including Jack Osserman,
RKO; James Donohue, Paramount; Clyde

Eldredge.

local sales staff of Alexander

Dennis Cooney’s
at the Palace.

and

those subpoenaed by the department of justice to appear at the opening
of hearings in the criminal contempt case
starting Thursday, June 22, before Special
Master Edgar Eldredge, who is hearing

managers’

Kurt Laemmle, operator of the theatre
in Lowell, Ind„ who also has two houses
in California, is here for a few weeks . . .

Suit

Chicago — Barney

the exception of Columbia) before hearings get under way June 22

Simon.

Helen

B<£K

Working

Local newspapers reported that Lawrence Stern, Chicago banker and formerly connected with several Chicago theatre
ventures, had received a kidnap threat

and

government

Spring "Aces'

before

booker,

May

ly has a
couple of "aces" it may
spring shortly in connection with the
criminal contempt case against Barney

B&K Employes’ Club dramatic department participated in the Chicago regional conference on Industrial Recreation this week at the Sherman Hotel.

Bennin,

Draw

among

The

against his eight-year-old daughter, Susan, who is now being guarded by secret
service agents.

in Contempt

The Government

The WPA’s production of the swing
“Mikado,” which flopped as a commercial
venture on Broadway , reopens as a Federal
Theatre offering July 4 at the Great
Northern Theatre.

Wally

and John Balaban

to Boxoffice
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Chicago Trade Meets

B&K

Summer Aggressively
By

" Eight-Ball

B. O. TELLER

Musicians’ union, may drop his band concerts this summer. The concerts in the
last two years have drawn from 100,000 to
200,000 persons nightly. Costliness of the
venture, it is believed, will cause it to be
given up this summer.
A determination to counter the attraction of parks, beaches and ball games, and
to profit by the annual influx of visitors
drawn to the city is bolstered by the good
film product available this summer and is
taking concrete form in a tendency to
brighten up the theatre and to advertise
and

have exclusive use of
crying towel, are:
Charlie Cottle, Marbro

ex-

Platt, district
Evanston;

the summer

season

manager;

McNeil

a

managers'

Theatre;
Jack

Smith,

Milwaukee — With business hitting the
skids, various houses are beginning to
fold or operate on a curtailed policy for
the summer.

Abe

Locally Fox has closed the Ogden
Kosziusko and is operating its Grace

Sampson,

Will

Rogers;

World

Bill Methe, Tower; Adolph Eisner, Pantheon; Jerry Winsberg, Lakeside; George
Bramdt, Tivoli; Harry Potter, North
Shore;

Ray Carskey,
man, United Artists;

Riviera;

and

Theatres;

and

Katz,

Ki

State;
Ralph
Herzoff,

Belmont
and

Jack

on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays only. The Rex at Racine has been

In Sheboygan, Warner’s Sheboygan and
Rex have cut matinee prices from 30 to
25 cents as have the Kenosha and Gate-

department.

Testimonial

Plans Are Furthered
Chicago — A luncheon was to be held Friday (June 16) at the Congress Hotel to
make plans for the testimonial dinner to
be given in July for Clyde Eckhardt, in

here

way in Kenosha.
Milwaukee exhibitors have requested the
local projectionists union for a 25 per cent
cut during the summer and, while the
union has indicated it will give relief, it is
doubtful whether the cut will approach
that figure.
Business in many quarters, exhibitors
report, is off from 35 to 40 per cent over
the

same period last year and it is expected rather than continue to take the
licking during the summer months, other
houses will follow in going dark or cutting their running week.

Warner

theatres are using many inducements for patrons.
Most of the theatres plan to offer baby
contests, beauty contests, twin competition,
and other added attractions for customers

celebration of his 25th year in the industry in Chicago. Co-chairmen of the dinner committee are Jack Kirsch, John Balaban and Jack Osserman.

to plank their admission down at the boxoffice.
Even the children are being considered

20th Century-Fox coincidentally with the
company moving into its new exchange
quarters at 13th and Wabash.

Weekend Grosses Up
In the Windy City

The testimonial dinner will be held
Monday, July 17. the day the new exchange is to open.

after a
office.

and special morning shows have been ar-1
ranged between the Quaker Oats Co. and
radio station WGN for presentation of the
Saturday morning “Little Kernels” kiddie
shows from the stages of the various Warner houses.

B&K Placing Stress on
Cool Comfort of Houses
Chicago — B&K is using a triple-feature
verb series in its cooling advertising for
its theatres this summer. Heading all ad
copy for the circuit is the following:
“Balaban & Katz
tioned, cool. Relax.

Theatres, air-condiRefresh. Revitalize.”

Theatrical Managers
Take Over Howard
Monon, Ind. — Theatrical Managers, Inc.,
has acquired the Howard Theatre here
from Arthur H. Howard, veteran exhibitor.
They

will take over June 24. The Howard was built several years ago, replacing

the old Strand which
ated over a decade.

Howard

had

oper-

With the addition of the Howard, Theatrical Managers now operates approximately 20 theatres in the state.

Eckhardt

'

Others

will celebrate

on

the

his 25 years with

committee

include

Charles F. House, Rockford; George Kerasotes, Springfield; A. B. McCollum, Hoopston, 111.; Leonard Rorer, Dixon, 111.; Maurice Rubin, Michigan City, Ind.; Verne
Young, Gary, Ind.; Edward Zorn, Pontiac,
111.; Harry Balaban, Percy Barr, Herman
Bland, James Coston, Harry Goldman,
Mort Goldberg, Julius Goodman, Johnny
Jones, Ben Lasker, Sam Meyers, Jack
Miller, Van A. Nomikos, Lou Reinheimer,
Jack Rose, Jules Rubens, Maurice Rubens,
Art Schoenstadt, Jack Shumow, Eddie
Silverman, Emil Stern, Joe Stem, M. O.
Wells, and Nate Wolf, all of Chicago.

Renovations

holdup with carpenter’s square hidden
der his sweater, in place of a pistol.

The Cozy is managed
Doughty, as is the Lyric.
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“Juarez” at
in the loop,
second week
moved to the

by

Fred

C.

smiling
at

the

again
box-

the Chicago led the revival
the picture doing more the
than in the first. It was
Garrick for a third week.

Universal’s “The Mikado,” a natural for
the World-Playhouse, where it went for
a second week after a week in the Palace,
did exceptionally well and will be held a
third week.

Salem Indiana Getting
Thorough Remodeling
Salem, Ind. — Switow Theatrical Enterprises is completely redecorating the Indiana here, managed by Harry Hurley.
The theatre also is being elongated with
50 more seats. New floor, new seats and

fixtures

New and improved cooling and ventilating equipment, a new wide-range sound
equipment, and new carpeting are part
of the improvements. A modern front
and marquee are scheduled to go up the
end of this month.

are

comeback

of the neighborhood houses reported business up, due in part to cool
weather and also to good pictures.

Winchester, Ind. — Theatrical Managers,
Inc., operators of approximately 20 theatres in Indiana have started an extensive
re-

weekend

Most

new

Terre Haute, Ind. — Howard Sharp, usher at the Indiana Theatre captured a man
three minutes after Miss Marguerite Skeen,
cashier was held up. The man said he
was Kenneth Dunlap, age 37, of Gosport,
Ind. Police said he confessed staging the
un-

Chicago — Exhibitors

Started lor the Cozy

remodeling program on the Cozy here
cently purchased from Will Brenner.

Gets His Man

Ed

Alger, LaSalle, 111.; Fred W. Anderson,
Morris, 111.; H. U. Bailey, Princeton, 111.;
Steve Bennis, Lincoln, 111.; A. L. Hainline,
Macomb;
Edward L. Harris, Peoria;

Extensive

and
and

closed and the Vogue in Kenosha is operating only Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, while the Grand in Oshkosh now is
running only Saturdays and Sundays.

Ben FeldWettstein,

Claggett,

Archie

publicity

Eckhardt

Warner Theatres Utilizing
Stage in Drawing Trade
Chicago — With

Skids; Dim Houses

"

an "exclusive organization" — the “EightBall Club." Charter members, who

is this year not so black to Chicago’s exhibitors. For one thing, it appears that
James Petrillo, president of the Chicago

intensively the cool comfort
cellent entertainment it offers.

Club

Chicago —
Managers
and
others
around the B&K offices have organized

Chicago — The perennial cloud of summer competition that hovers over theatres

more

Milwaukee Business

Stall Organize

carpet are being installed throughout, as well as new modernistic lighting
and drapes. A new modern projection room also is being installed. All

alterations are being
ing the house.

New

done

Filmack

Chicago — Manning

without

clos-

Agent

Silverman

succeeds

Harlan

Croy, resigned, as Milwaukee representative for Filmack Trailer Company.
Silverman, well known in the territory, is
headquartering
in the Palace Theatre
building.
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Efficient Bureau

gOL GREENBERG,
booker for the past
three or more years at RKO Radio, has
resigned his position to take effect
June 17 and has accepted a position with
the Olson Theatre Enterprises of Indianapolis. His new duties probably will entail
booking for the newly-acquired Olson theatres. Several personnel changes have been
made at RKO branch. Betty McNew has
replaced Mrs. Charlotte Lawhorn, who has
been promoted to a stenographic position;
Norma Rennegarbe has been assigned to
a secretarial post.
A

record

that

we

understand

is

not

equalled by any other legitimate vaudeville house in the United States is that of
the Lyric Theatre. Stage shows have been
running constantly through summer
slumps and winter booms with surprising
regularity during the past five years. The
theatre is operated by Charles Olson. We
are

curious to know if any other
ville house can tie that record.

vaude-

From the newsreel shots now showing at
the downtown theatres of the 500 -mile
race, we are wondering if these cameramen didn’t have horse shoes around their
necks. What kept these careening cars
that piled up in the wreck which killed
Floyd Roberts, race driver, from running
over the cameramen, we can’t imagine.
Anyway, the newsreel really give the public a thrill.
Roy Harrold, operator of the Princess
and Castle theatres in Rushville, is planning a trip to New York to see the World’s
Fair. He will leave June 25 and expects
to be gone for a week.
Harold

Braun,

preview

theatre

opera-

ator, entertained the city’s bookers at his
home recently. These parties are a regular monthly affair.
The Strand Theatre managed by Claude
Allison, as a result of a recent purchase,
will soon have facilities for parking 600
cars. W. A. Brennan handled the deal for
the Olson Theatre Enterprises.
Among the early vacationists along the
Row are Cressah Hindbaugh who spent
her’s at McCormick’s Creek Canyon State
Park. Cressah is an assistant at the Universal branch office. Helen Coghlan of
the RKO
Radio office staff, spent her
two-week vacation in Texas. Harry Hayes
of the United Artists exchange has returned from a week spent in Kansas City, his
former home. Chas. Acton, assistant shipper at RKO, is on a two weeks vacation.
Irwin Fredericks, noted theatre architect from Chicago, was a recent visitor to
Filmrow . . . Jerry Adams, salesman for
M-G-M, recently spent a few days in Fort
Wayne on a visit.
Among Indiana exhibitors who attended
the Allied national convention in Minneapolis, were Mauric Rubin and wife of Michigan City, who drove through; Trueman
Rembusch, wife and two children of
Franklin, who drove and made this part
of their vacation; Isaac Holycross and
Harry Markun of Indianapolis who went
by train; Don R. Rossiter of Indianapolis
and V. U. Young of Gary, took to the airlanes.
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Chicago — Even the weather man accommodates the New Deal.
Oliver Griswald, heading a production
crew that was filming Paul de Kruif’s
“Fight for Life,” was in Chicago, taking
scenes of Dr. Myron McCormick, hero of
the government reel. The script called
for shots of Doctor McCormick looking in
windows in the loop’s State Street in the
evening, with the weather — wet. For quite
a time it had not rained here at night,
and

Griswald had arranged to have Chicago’s fire department set to simulate a
rain storm.
But the evening the government film
crew decided to shoot, the city had the
heaviest rain storm it has had in many
weeks. And so Mr. Griswald and his crew
got what they wanted.

ATO Displays Prizes
Held for Convention

■pHE
Club’s atannual
charity
ride Variety
commencing
midnight
Juneboat
10
proved very successful. The net proceeds
will be used for under-privileged boys. Two
orchestras provided music for the trip.
The

new

Bond

Theatre,

Greenville,

III.,

a 600 -seater, opened recently under the
management of the Frisina Circuit. John
Sturm is house manager.
Opponents of the two-cent per package
cigarette tax ordinance recently passed by
the board of aldermen plan to carry their
fight into the courts. An announcement
to this effect was made by Former Circuit
Judge Fred L. English, attorney for the
Tobacco

Merchants

Ass'n.

The Theatre Service Concessions Co.,
Inc., has been incorporated here by J. E.
Patton,

Mary B. Karty and Lawrence McDaniel. It will start with $2,000 capital
and is authorized under its charter to own
and rent theatre accessories.

Indianapolis — The prizes gathered by the
Associated Theatre Owners of Indiana for
distribution at the convention and fun
fest July 5-6-7 at the Spink Wawasee Hotel at Lake Wawasee, Ind., are on display
in the window of the association’s office
and have occasioned considerable comment.
Donors of the prizes so far include RKO,
Fox Films, Universal, United Artists,
M-G-M, Roth Park Hotel, Oscar Kuschner,
Filmack Trailer Service, National Screen,
Coons Drug Store, Earl Penrod, Antlers
Hotel, Sentinel Printing, International
Seat, and Confection Cabinet.

Liability Insurance Rate
For Theatres Increased
St. Louis — The liability insurance rates
affecting motion picture theatres in Missouri have been increased approximately
40 per cent.
In St. Louis and Kansas City the former rate of 15 cents per $100 of protection has been raised to 21 cents per $100,
while the outstate rate that was formerly
10 cents for each $100 of protection has
been increased to 14 cents.

The

Florissant

Airdome

under the management
Amusement Co.

has

reopened

of the

St. Louis

Harry

Crawford, manager of the Ambassador Theatre, in his haste to fill a
recent speaking engagement before a civic
club at Hotel Statler, forgot to put a copy
of the speech in his pocket. The guests
thought his embarassment was due to his
rumpled collar.
Advices from Springfield, 111., are that
the state senate probably will defeat the
Sandquist 15-minute intermission bill
that recently passed in the Illinois House
with only three opposition votes.
Benny

Benjamin,

new

district manager

for Republic Pictures, is making his headquarters in St. Louis. His territory includes in addition to St. Louis the Kansas City, Omaha
and Des Moines exchanges. These four offices were formerly under the wing of Midwest Division
Manager Max Roth who now is confining
his supervision to Chicago, Indianapolis,
Minneapolis,

Detroit

and

Milwaukee.

Stanley Levine Buys Out
Midwest Theatre Supply

Sullivan, booker for the local Columbia Pictures office is on the rip track
for a few days. He strained himself in a
friendly wrestling bout while on a picnic.

Chicago— Stanley Levine, proprietor of
the Stanley Theatre Supply Co., here has
bought out the Midwest Theatre Supply
Co., also of Chicago.
The latter firm will continue as local
dealers in theatre equipment and supplies.

Casper M. Bassman, Hermann Theatre,
Hermann, Mo., was a Filmrow visitor.
Other out-of-towners included Mrs. I. W.
Rodgers of Cairo, III., and her son, Carson

The

Stanley company will serve as wholesalers and distributors of specialized items.

Exchanges
Operate

in Windy

City

on 5-Day Week

Chicago — Practically all exchanges here
are again on a five-day week for the summer. In some of the offices, skeleton
crews are in effect on Saturdays, but, in
general, full business is transacted only
Monday through Friday. B&K and some
of the other circuit offices are also on the
same schedule from June to September.

Leo

Rodgers, manager of the important Rodgers circuit of southern Illinois and eastern
Missouri, and Leland Allen, booker for the
Commonwealth Amusement Company Circuit of Kansas City. Also H. Clarke of
Mattoon, III.
Fred Wehrenberg, head of the Wehrenberg circuit and president of the MPTO
of St. Louis, is a visitor in New York City.

Rialto to Berglin
Walkerton,

Ind. — Jack

Berglin,

who

formerly operated houses in the northwest, has taken over the Rialto here.
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Midwest SMPE Section
Has Record Turnout

A Secret Ballot Plan

Chicago — A record turnout of 55 members and guests attended the last regular
spring meeting of the midwest section of
the Society of Motion Picture Engineers
which was held recently at the factory and
offices of the Golde Mfg. Co. here.
Members and guests attending were C.
H. Stone, H. A. Pawlick, Carrington A.
Stone, F. P. Matthews, Thor Mathews,
Ray Sherman, T. D. Fessler, L. R. Abbott,
Motiograph, Inc.; E. S. Maquire, Lipman
Patents Corp.; H. E. Kranz, Consulting
Engr. ; I. L. Fleming, C. F. Worfolk, Ray
E. Nelson, J. G. Black, DeVry; R. R. Proctor, Pure Oil; K. Kennedy, Prismacolor;
H. C. Gantz, Eye-in-the-Sky ; L. M. Herron, R. W. Dassow, M. Morrison, National
Theatre Supply; L. P. Morris, E. Kiehles,
Crowe Nameplate; Paul Ireland, E. M.
Blair, Pan American Lab; F. J. Nuber,
Ger-Bar, Inc.; H. A. Lorenz, S. A. Lukes,
S. Jacobsen, B&K; W. Hesterman, Essaness Theatres; G. A. Raparowitz, C. G. S.;
Harry Ryan, Warner Bros.; D. B. Taylor,
P. A. Stephans, Marion Stephans, National
16mm Dist.; H. Busch, Paramount Pictures; J. T. Bunce, Goodman and Harrison; H. L. Denton, Wenzel Co.; W. S. Martin, Holmes Projector Co.; D. Turnheim,
Lighting Products Co.; Robert Larson, H.
Maylon, Barney Perlman, unattached.

'Oppenheim Family ' Set
Alter Ban Is Revoked

Police

Allman had revoked the ban originally placed upon it by the censor board.
Numerous groups, including the Chicago
Civil Liberties Committee, protested to Allman and Mayor Edward J. Kelly on the
ban.
It is understood that the Civil Liberties
group is planning a fight to oust members
of the civil service censor board because
of their apparently arbitrary censorship
of Russian product, according to members
of the Civil Liberties Committee.

Thurman Arnold Appears
On NBC-UC Round Table
Chicago — Thurman

Arnold,

trust-buster

of Attorney General Frank Murphy’s department, was one of the speakers on the
University of Chicago Round Table radio
program over NBC last Sunday. Arnold
did not touch directly on any of the theatre cases pending now before the department.

Crillon and 20th-Fox Tied
For Second in Softball
Chicago — The

Crillon

Hotel

and

20th

Century-Fox teams are tied for second in
the Chicago Motion Picture Softball
League, each team having won its games
this week.
The Crillon team defeated Filmack, 14
to 5; while 20th Century-Fox won
Photoplay-Film Carriers, 17 to 15.
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For St. Louis Union
St. Louis — Supporters of John P. Nick,
vice-president of the IATSE, took another
defeat in their efforts to return him to
power in the affairs of Local No. 143 at
a meeting of the Central Trades and
Labor Union when
tral body approved
William M. Brandt

delegates to the cena report of Secretary
of a plan for a secret

ballot election of new
ators union.

officers of the oper-

Brandt was appointed co-receiver for
Local 143 by Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oakley, whose sweeping decree in April swept
Nick and Business Agent Clyde A. Weston
from control of the affairs and assets of
the union.
In his new

capacity

Brandt

will assist

James A. McKeown, who earlier was apOakley. pointed receiver for Local 143 by Judge
Judge Oakley appointed Brandt on his
own initiative, saying that he believed the
labor leader was well qualified to assist
in directing the business affairs of the
projectionists union.
Brandt in his report to the Central
Union said the plan for the secret election
of new officers for Local 143 had been approved by the court. It provides that all
members of the Local shall vote on the
new officers not later than June 22. The
purpose of the election is to restore
trol of the union to its membership.

Chicago — Amkino’s "The Oppenheim
Family’’ was to open here Friday at the
Sonotone Theatre, after Commissioner of

from

Photoplay
Indorsers' 24th
Year Is Celebrated

con-

Lyday Leads Attack
The attack on Brandt’s report was led
by Arthur Lyday of Indianapolis, representing the IATSE. He was sent to St.
Louis

by George E. Browne, IATSE president of the union, who was named as a
defendant in the ouster suit against Nick
and Weston, but who was never served
with papers in the action in which Judge
Oakley later handed down his decision
appointing McKeown as receiver.
Members who led the fight against Nick
and Weston said that Lyday was sent to

Indianapolis — The Indianapolis Indorsers of Photoplays celebrated its 24th anniversary with Prof. W. B. Townsend of Butler University as guest speaker.
Three members, who have served the
organization for 23 years, Mrs. Julia Belle
Tutewiler, Mrs. T. W. Demmerly and Mrs.
J. H. Orndorff, have books on the shelf
of the public library in their honor.
In memory of those who have died during the year, a set of ten volumes on
“Great Epochs in American History” was
given the library. The women were Mesdames Lillian Jones, James E. Sproule,
Edward Ferger, Robert Drum and Sarah
Fletcher Wagner.
Newly-elected officers include Mrs. David Ross, president; Mrs. Casper Kempf,
first vice-president; Mrs. Urban Wilde,
second vice-president; Miss Helen Daily,
third vice-president; Mrs. C. J. Finch,
fourth vice-president; Mrs. Galem Doyal,
recording secretary, Mrs. Mary Sharpe,
corresponding secretary; Mrs. A. J. Hueber, treasurer; Mrs. Roscoe Williams, secretary; Mrs. Julia Belle Tutewiler, parliamentarian; Mesdames Lee Waddell, H. W.
Southard, Robert Mottern, members of
executive board.

Rejoins Anderson
Morris,
booker of
booker

III. — Roland Viner, formerly
the Anderson circuit, now is

and buyer of the chain.
ceeds Bob Lucas, resigned.

members, not to union
amid loud applause.
In

the

He

suc-

officials,” he added

final test only

two

votes

were

recorded against the adoption of Brandt’s
report. Immediately after the vote was
announced Lyday and others in his party
left the meeting.

St. Louis by Browne "for the purpose of
swinging the whitewash brush freely so

Holds

Union

Row

Ruling

that Nick could continue in control.”
“Autonomy can be restored only by the

St. Louis — Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oakley has taken under advisement a request

international union,” Lyday told the central body delegates. “You can’t restore
autonomy. Our international laws are
passed by delegates from the United
States, Canada and the island possessions.
He then praised the international officers

for the operators’ union
by the
No.
143,receivers
for instructions as to how to

and

its “democratic”

principles.

Joseph Ebeling, secretary of the Pressmen’s Union, asked Lyday if his remarks
were to be construed as meaning the international would not recognize the results of an election participated in by all
members of No. 143.
Lyday replied that he was not able to
speak freely on the union matters because
of the litigation pending in court.
Joseph J. Hauser, a former president of
the Central Trades body, declared that
the labor movement would be much better off with Brandt assisting in straightening out the affairs of Local 143, than if
that work was attempted by someone who
knew nothing about labor unions.
“The

labor

movement

belongs

to

the

proceed

in their handling of a dispute between the management of the Criterion
Theatre and a Negro organization.
George Pliakos, owner of the Criterion
Theatre, has a signed contract with Local
No. 143 which does not expire until September 1, 1940. But the Colored Cashiers’
Society placed pickets in front of the
theatre about a week ago demanding that
Negro projectionists be employed.
At a hearing before Judge Oakley, Lawrence H. Whitson, president of Local 143A,
an auxiliary of Local 143, declared that
his organization which is composed of
Negro projectionists, had not ordered the
picketing. He said that there are only two
theatres in St. Louis patronized by
Negroes but
Local 143A.
Pliakos

not

agreed

under

jurisdiction

to hire a

Negro

of

cashier

by June 15 but wished to retain his white
projectionists until the expiration of his
contract with 143.
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Wagner Sign Patents
Upheld by Court

Chicago — The

Chicago — An opinion sustaining three
patents relating to silhouette signs manufactured by Wagner Sign Service, Inc., of
Chicago, has been handed down by Judge
Barnes in federal court here.
The opinion was delivered simultaneously in four suits. Three of the suits involved Wagner Sign Service, Inc., and
Adler Sign Letter Co., and the latter’s
manufacturing affiliate, Ben Adler Signs,
Inc. The fourth suit was between Wagner
and the Patio Theatre Co. of Chicago.
The suit has been pending for many
months.
Judge Barnes’ decision validated the
Wagner patent No. 2,048,040, which was
applied for February 16, 1934, and which
Wagner claimed was the fundamental
patent covering present-day theatre signs
of the silhouette type. The Wagner patent was held to be infringed by both the
lug letter signs and the notched-letter
signs which the Adler companies have
made and sold during recent years.
The Adler patent No. 2,156,257 (said to
have been originally applied for April 24,
the “re
fra
was held to cove
onl
sommovabolf the msei,g”n
her
mad r
y
et
e
e
s
e
and sold by the Wag
com ofore
pan
ner
y.
The Gamer and Auer patent No. 2,119,430, (originally applied for March 12,
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was hel
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the “3d
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e
for Th
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pat
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The Patio Theatre Co. was held to. have

infringed

both

of the Wagner

patents.

The Adler companies withdrew their
previously pressed claim that Wagner had
infringed on the Frank patent owned by
the Adler companies.

Selma Hackman

President

Of Film Industry Club
Chicago — Officers of the Women’s Film
Industry Club of Chicago, named at the
recent election, include:
Selma Hackman, 20th Century-Fox,
president; Beth Morganstern, Allied, vicepresident; Ila El wood, M-G-M, secretary;
and Mildred Jedlicka, Essaness, treasurer.
Chairwomen

)
to a

of the

various

committees

are: Myrtle Collins, Exhibitors’ Ass’n, bylaws; Bea Blumenthal, Ad- Art Displays,
stru
ctur
membership;
Florence Lipschitz, RKO,
a,
l
welfare;detGoldie
Davidson, B&K, publicity;
ail
call
ed
Dorothy Palowsky,
Goodman & Harrison,
entertainment; and
gram, good-cheer.

Marge

Brown,

Mono-

Distribution Personnel

Chicago Filmrow Clubs
Ready for Wit Contest
long-awaited

battle

of

wits between picked teams of the Bookers’
Club and the Women’s Film Industry Club
of Chicago will be held next Tuesday night,
at the Congress Hotel.
Special attraction of the evening will be
the appearance of Dr. I. Q., the Mars
Candy Co. radio feature, who has been
heard the last several Monday nights from
the stage of the Chicago Theatre. Dr. I. Q.,
who is Lew Valentine, will offer ten “guest
questions” to the contestants, with Milky
Way candy bars going to the winners.
The Bookers’ Club team for the quiz
contest, which will be conducted by Dick
Sachsel, includes Howard DeTamble, 20th
Century-Fox; Jack Wohl and Max Facter,
Great States; A1 Raymer, Indiana-Illinois
Theatres; Harry Mandell, Ted Levy and
George Benson, Warner Brothers exchange;
Joe Fitzgerald and Charles Pierson,
mount, and Frank Nardi, Republic.

Chicago

Council

Has

Chicago — Sports writers on Chicago
newspapers covering racing activities
ura

l,
been putting out “feelers” in their
dehave
tail
columns
as to whether Chicago would welcal
lcome
ed twilight racing on Windy City
tracks.

BOXOFFICE

:: June

17, 1939

in this

years of service some of the company’s
representatives have rolled up. Below are
the record boys:
21 years — Walter E.
manager.

Banford,

19 years — Sam
Shurman,
manager.
18 years — Frank P.
salesman.
17 years — Wade

Chicago

Milwaukee

Ishmael,

Chicago,

W. Willman,
apolis manager.

14 years — Herbert

A.

Wagner,

IndianIndian-

apolis, salesman; John L. Kelley, Chicago, salesman; A.
man.
Jack Shumow, Chicago, sales-

12 years — David E. Ross, Milwaukee,
salesman; John X. Quinn, St.
Louis, manager.
11 years — Edward J. Lipson, Milwaukee,
salesman; Herbert J. Bennin,
St. Louis, salesman.

picture.

The family group includes: “The Hardys
Ride High,” M-G-M; “The Lady’s From
Kentucky,” Para.; “The Return of the
Cisco Kid” and “Rose of Washington
and

“Sorority

House,”

The

adult and young adult listing: “Almost a Gentleman,” RKO; “Calling Dr.
Kildare,” M-G-M; “First Offenders” and
“Let Us Live,” Columbia; “Inside Story,”
20th-Fox; “Juarez,” Warner; and “Life
and Loves of Beethoven.”
The adult groupi includes: “Big Town
Czar,” Univ. ; “Streets of New York,”
Monogram: and “New Horizons,” Amkino.
The summer meeting of the council was
held Friday afternoon at the University
of Chicago.

The Inculcation
Ideals, Danger

of False

in Films

Milwaukee — The danger of motion pictures is not in the stimulation of crime
but in the inculcation of false ideals in the
child, Dr. Katharine Taylor of the state
department of mental hygiene, said in an
address before the Milwaukee
ter Films Council.

County

Bet-

“Because the movies stimulate emotions
and make a lasting impression, they have
become
these

one

of the most

important

educa-

tional institutions,” Dr. Taylor said. “If
emotions are not directed into con-

structive channels, tragedy results.”
Mothers, clubwomen and community
leaders can do their part to make motion
pictures

Fourth Anniversary for
The Beverly, Chicago

a constructive rather than a destructive force, Dr. Taylor said, by de-

veloping the child’s critical judgment and
by helping the youngster to interpret what
he sees in a true to life fashion.

Chicago — The Warner Beverly is entering its fifth year of operation. In celebrating its fourth anniversary, Jerry McWhorter, assistant manager, who was in
charge of the house with Manager Ted
Turrell away on his honeymoon, presented
patrons with a souvenir program. McWhorter sold all advertising to cover costs
of publishing. The pamphlet included data
on the staff of the theatre, a history of
the house and its architecture, together
with data on the pictures shown during
the anniversary week.

“Mothers

should

try to see the

same

films their children see,” she said. “They
should discuss the movies with their children, emphasizing the things that are
good and discounting the things that are
harmful. Positive criticism will produce
best results.”

Catholic Actors' Guild
Organized in Chicago
Chicago — The Cathedral Guild of Catholic Actors has been organized here in the
Cathedral Assembly Hall. This is the first

" Feelers " on Racing

uct

oldtimers

13 years — Ted L. Mendelssohn, Chicago,
salesman; George F. Reilly,
St. Louis, salesman.

“adults-andyoung-adults” group of the Better Films
Council of Chicago listing for May is Warner’s “Juarez,” with the added notation

Square,” 20th-Fox;
RKO-Radio.

Chicago — Distribution

area have a mark to shoot at in the justpublished Metro figures of the number of

Para-

" Juarez "
Praise
Chicago — for
Listed among the

that it is a “must-see”

An Experienced One

Goldberg

to Indianapolis

Indianapolis — Joe Goldberg, formerly
with the Big Feature Rights Exchanges in
Cincinnati,
fice.

now

is in the Indianapolis

of-

Catholic actors’ group ever organized in
Chicago and is intended to include all
Catholic men and women of the screen,
stage,
Chicago.radio and musical professions in
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Dr. Deer and Mrs. McClure

Remodeling Jobs and Lease
Changes Mark Activity
St. Louis — Two remodelings and two
lease changes lead theatre activity in the
territory for the present.
The remodeling jobs, each of which is
estimated to cost about $50,000, have been
undertaken by the St. Louis Amusement
Co. for their Pageant Theatre, a 1,312seater that has been dark for several
months and for the Mikado, a 1-200-seat
house. Both theatres are in St. Louis.
The lease changes were made by Joe C.
Hewitt
the

of Robinson, 111., who has transferred his 720-seat Lincoln at Robinson to
Frisina circuit, and by the Home

Theatre of Oblong, 111., whose
has been leased to S. Bowman
111.

278-seater
of Albion,

Strand Remodeled
Angola,
has been

Ind. — Tire Strand Theatre
completely remodeled by

here
Mrs.

Gladys

Brokaw, owner of the house. Improvements included new seats, new booth
equipment and new air conditioning.

Altec Service

to Essaness

Monticello,
installed new
summer.

How

Indianapolis — It was “Oh-Kay” with
the Indianapolis police and, while 14 police looked on, 96 persons played “Ohwhich according to some is a modernized version of Bingo, now outlawed by
court edict.
Kay,”

Tickets

issued

“musicale.”

described

the affair as a

To add to the musicale

flavor,

the tickets also bore the wording, “Orchestra Section, I donate $1.” The hall was
divided into two sections, in one part of
which visitors could come and go at will
without interference from any doorkeeper.
A rail divided the “orchestra section”
which contained tables, from the remainder of the room.
A quintet of Negro musicians played
stringed instruments 40 minutes before
packing their instruments and departing

To Speak at Visual Meet
Chicago — Dr. I. E. Deer of the Hays office and Mrs. Richard M. McClure, president of the Better Films Council of Chicago, will be among the speakers at the
ninth annual national conference on visual education and film exhibition to be
held June 19 to 22 at the Francis W.
Parker School here.

Tornado and Rainstorm
Strike Lowell, Ind.
Lowell,

as the “Oh-Kay” game got under way. The
cards used by the players bore the label
“Oh-Kay” over
About five of
police reported.
turned over to
investigates the

Ind.— Numerous

theatres

in

this vicinity suspended operations for several hours last Saturday when a tornado
and rainstorm hit this section, causing
light and power plants to fail.

Francesville

the original Bingo name.
the 96 players were men,
The names taken will be
the grand jury when it
legality of the game.

Debut

Francesville, Ind. — E. E. Smith has
opened the Devon Theatre here. Complete booth equipment, carpeting, and
lighting fixtures have been furnished by
the Chicago office of National Theatre
Supply.

Houses

Chicago — Five Essaness houses in Chicago have been added by Altec to the list
of theatres it services in this area.

Cooling

Police at ",Musicale "

RapsWis. " —Propaganda
"
The Racine Journal-

Racine,
Times,

Stuckeys

in an editorial captioned “Propaganda Movies Should Be Recognized As

Such

for Lyric

III. — The Lyric here
air-conditioning for

has
the

to Avoid Mistakes of the Past,” labeled “Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” playing
Warner’s Venetian Theatre here, as “a
propaganda picture, if not in purpose, at

fall. The Stuckeys
ace in Montpelier.

least in effect.”

to operate

motion

Into Warren

Warren, Ind. — Jesse Stuckey and son,
who operate the Savoy Theatre, have announced plans for a new house to be
erected here, to be ready for operation by

picture

also operate

the Pal-

theatres

profitably
Here is a new book full of HOW TO DO IT information, written by a man
who believes that the first objective of theatre management is to make money.
In this book he covers motion picture theatre management from A to Z,
giving the best results of years of experience as a guide in establishing
successful policies, building profitable business, and efficiently operating any
size theatre.

The Management of
Motion Picture Theatres
By FRANK

Get

This Great

Aid

Management ! GET

to Theatre

H. RICKETSON,

Jr.

President. Fox Inter-Mountain Theatres, Inc.

IT TODAY!!
Send check or money

375 p a9es< 6x9' illustrated. $3.50
order to

ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS, 4804 East Ninth Street, Kansas City, Missouri
50
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Griffith Circuit Adds

Theatre Insurance

Two Kansas Houses

took over the Whiteand the Klock (Glen
just

re-

Last week Griffiths were reported dealing for W. A. Booth houses in Auburn and
Nebraska City, Neb., and for the A house
in Falls City, Neb.

Personnel Changes
In Three Towns

Made

Kansas City — Several personnel changes
were announced by the Griffith-Dickinson Theatres, Inc. Sam Carr succeeds Ed
Smith,

resigned, as manager of the Dickinson, Osage City, Kas. At Independence,
Kas., Lou A. Chatham replaces Ted Siler
as manager of the Booth and Mainstreet.
Siler has resigned. At the Dickinson, Slater, Mo., Gordon Howard has been replaced by Harold Sachse as manager.

Kearney Buying Pool Ends
After Five-Year Span
Lincoln — The operating pool in Kearney, Neb., involving George O. Monroe sr.
here and the Harry Warren-Ray & Myron
Blank Central States Theatres, Inc., is at
an end as of June 11. With break-off announcement, Monroe said George “Hodge”
Wright had been assigned to operate and
manage his Empress, a 900-seater, there.
The Warren-Blank manager in the
Kearney situation is Nevins Lynn, who
will now confine his activities to the
World, the town’s ace house.
The buying and operating pool in Kearney has been in action since 1934. Wright,
the new Empress manager, is a lawyer,
and formerly with Security Mutual Life
here.

Angeles — Named

a new

member

of

Paramount’s 100 Per Cent Club at the
company convention here, was Robert
Ableson, Minneapolis salesman. Ableson
also was the recipient of a bonus and
special insurance policy.

This

week

are

City

honest

Manager

man, of the Lincoln Theatres
ceived a letter. . It read:
"Dear Sir: Enclosed is a
which you will please buy
light globe

to replace

increased

in Kan-

Joseph, Mo., president. The organization
will invite the cooperation of independent
exhibitors who are not members of the
association, he said.

Nebraska Is Easy
On the Industry
Lincoln —
Nebraska’s 1939 legislature
bowed out after giving the film industry
one of its shakiest experiences in this
state. The session set a record in more
ways than the 111 days, the longest in the
state’s history, which
headlines.

was

heralded

in the

In the 523 bills offered were one asking
divorcement of exhibitor-distributor setups, one gigging exchanges $1,000 per year
to do business, plus a $1 reel tax for each
one distributed, one asking for all booths
to have toilet installations, and one making it illegal for people to do business in
Nebraska under other than their christened name, which would affect film star
billings. There was a fifth bill to outlaw w'alkathons, backed strongly by the
filmites who wanted to rid themselves forever of the bugaboo of endurance show
competition.
In the 139 bills which became laws,
only the anti-walkathon measure was
signed by the governor. None of the other
four succeeded in passing.
Sole dark spot was provided by the
failure of showmen to get across the
amendment to the fair trade act, which
would have outlawed free shows for
merchant come-ons.
This is the fourth straight year that
Bob Livingston, manager of the Capitol,
and Max Towle, attorney, have lobbied for
the industry and batted 1,000.

in Parsons

on

" National
Dairy Week "
Parsons, Kas. — Six hundred youngsters
paid five milk caps apiece to see a free
show at the Uptown Theatre here put on
by Manager David Dallas, in cooperation
with

local dairymen

as part

Corp.,

re-

dime, for
one small

the one

17, 1939

Kansas City —
The Kansas-Missouri
Theatres Association shortly will take up
the problem of naming a panel of ten
members for the three-way arbitration
board, according to Frank Cassil, St.

Cassil has not made any legislative committee appointments for either Kansas
or Missouri, since no legislatures are meet^
ing this year. However, Cassil indicated
that the legislative committee setup for
both states would be revised this year.

Says Neely Bill Would Force
Ind'p'ts to Chains or Pools
Kansas City — “The Neely bill, which
looks now like it might pass, will force
independent theatres into the chains or
into buying pools,” asserted Frank Cassil,
St. Joseph, Mo., president of the KansasMissouri Theatres Ass’n. “It will be
physically impossible for the one-theatre
exhibitor
Cassil said.to handle the job by himself,”

Omaha Mayor Reaffirms
Censorial Intentions
Omaha — The censorship situation in
Omaha
will remain unchanged as long
as Mayor Dan B. Butler is in office, by
his own admission.
The Omaha
ler as follows:

I swiped

World-Herald

quoted

But-

“I desire to emphasize the fact I will
continue to insure the people of Omaha
clean and wholesome entertainment and
amusements. Filthy, obscene and suggestive amusements will not be tolerated.
“There are plenty of good, clean, and
interesting plays and pictures to satisfy
Butler has gained nation-wide reputaeverybody.”
tion for his straight-laced views in the
entertainment field.

Cinema
Kansas

Club Picnics

City — The

Cinema

Club

cele-

brated Flag Day, June 14, with a “mammoth” picnic at the waterworks hill, North
Kansas City. About 35 members and their
guests, attended. The club plans a big
steak fry for June 28.

of “National

They Can Pick Out
The Boners
Lincoln

Huff-

rest.''

: : June

been

men!
Bob

off your marquee last February. Ever
since I did it, I have been unable to

BOXOFFICE

have

sas City and St. Louis from 15 cents
per $100 of protection to 21 cents per
$100. Outstate the rate was upped from
10 cents to 14 cents.

Dairy
Week.”
A cooperative
full-page ad on the show
was carried in the local paper. The Uptown was packed twice so none of the kids
would be disappointed.

Not Light on His
Conscience
Lincoln — There

Missouri

Free Show

In Select Circle
Los

Concilialion Setup

Up in Missouri

and Nebraska, extended their KansasMissouri interests to 29 houses. Griffith

E. Klock) at Fredonia. Klock
cently completed his house.

Name Panel Soon for

St. Louis —
The liability insurance
rates for motion picture theatres in

Kansas City — With the purchase this
week of the two theatres at Fredonia, Kas.,
the Griffith circuit of Oklahoma, New
Mexico, Texas, Missouri, Kansas, Iowa,

interests this week
way (A. W. Pugh)

Cost

Property Levy Increase
Proposal Voted Down
Omaha — Local exhibitors rejoiced when
a proposed increase in the property levy
was voted down almost 2-to-l.
Had the proposal been approved, theatres here would have had to pay an additional property tax each year of $10 on
every $5,000 valuation.

—

The

Burlington

railroad

holds a get-together picnic in Wymore,
Neb. every year, which is a signal for
reunion of all employes who aren't on
the job that day. The theatre manager
there this year with a rare sense of
the day.
humor has booked "Union Pacific" for
That's
Patrick's

like
day

an

orange

shirt

on

St.

in Dublin.

MW
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Minneapolis Theatre

"Local Angle" Films
Draw in Midwest

Reopening in Fall

Omaha — Local “angles” on features have
done the most to give exhibitors in Nebraska and western Iowa profitable
grosses during the past product year.
Top picture in this classification was
“Boys Town,” filmed by Metro at Father
Flanagan’s boys’ home just west of Omaha.
Father Flanagan’s work already was well
known in this area and filming of many
scenes here meant national publicity.

Minneapolis — The on again-off again
reopening of the 4,200-seat Minnesota
Theatre here seems to be definitely and
very much on again.
While the Benz brothers, millionaire
realty and wholesale liquor dealers and
owners of the Palace Theatre here, who
were expected to lease the big showhouse,
have withdrawal from the picture, the
Minneapolis Theatre Co., its owners, are
preparing to give the venture a whirl
themselves.

“Boys Town” brought the first premiere
the Omaha trade area had and from then
on the picture was a winner at boxoffices
in all parts of Nebraska and Iowa because
of the local tieup. Deal undoubtedly

“Except for minor details (presumably
a deal with the musicians and stage
hands), an agreement has been reached
under which the Minnesota Theatre will

helped Metro’s stock in this area.
Another local “angle” that couldn’t miss
because of the railroad’s standing in
Omaha and all points west was “Union
Pacific.” The firm employes several thousand persons between Omaha and western
points and several larger Nebraska towns
are on the route. Paramount outdid it-

reopen in time for the fall season,” it was
announced by H. K. Moss, president of
the Minneapolis Theatre Co.
The manager will be Gordon Greene,
present manager of the Palace and formerly Minnesota Theatre manager for a
number of years when the house was

self on a “triple” premiere here.
Robert Taylor, a Nebraska product, is
a sure draw in the Cornhusker state. Fred
Astaire is always good for a local plug in
Omaha, since he learned to dance at a
local academy. Joy Hodges of Des Moines

operated by Paramount-Publix. Greene
also was to have managed the theatre for
the Benz brothers.
“Because of wide ownership of the stock
in the Minneapolis Theatre Co., the same
being held by approximately 650 people,
most of them residents of Minneapolis and
none holding more than four per cent of
the outstanding stock, the operation will
take on something of the flavor of a co-

usually gets special play by exhibitors
western Iowa.

Missouri Also Goes for
Local Flavor Product

operative civic venture,” the Moss statement points out.
The Minnesota Theatre was relinquished
by the Minnesota Amusement Co., last
February and has been dark ever since.
Prior to that, it had been closed for nearly a year because of unprofitable operations.

Kansas City —
Another “local-angle”
film that drew neatly in the midwest was
“I’m From Missouri.” starring Bob Burns,
for which local shots were made of the
American Royal livestock show. Paramount premiered the picture here, affording a springboard for good grosses
throughout the state.

The decision of the owners to reopen
the building undoubtedly results from
their inability to find a tenant. While
vacant, the property is eating up a fortune in taxes and ground rental.
Date of opening and policy will be announced later, Moss states. It is known,
however, that Greene has in mind a policy
of feature pictures and stage entertainment, with daily giveaways, at 25 cents
admission.

Another of recent memory was Metro’s
“Voice of Bugle Ann,” for which shots
were made at the nearby farm of exSheriff Thomas Bash.

Midwest
Above:

Threat of Fire Empties
Washington , la.. House

in the West —

Ben

Blotchy

sr.

(center),

Francis Mahoney Plans
New Ft Dodge House

Paramount’s Minneapolis branch
manager, and his son Ben jr. (left)

Fort
Dodge,

Sherman

Dodge, Ia. — Francis Mahoney, Fort
has announced plans for the construction of a new theatre building here.
The theatre will seat approximately 500
persons and will cost $15,000, it is estimated.

Town's

First Theatre

Stapleton, Neb. — Citizens of this town
are very enthusiastic over the first local
motion picture house opened recently by
George Campau, formerly of Halsey, Neb.
The house seats 200 and was equipped
with all new sound equipment purchased
from Western Theatre Supply Co. of
Omaha.

52

in

talk things

over
after

quet; down a

with
the

Producer

Harry

convention

notch,

Jack

banBryan

(left),

Washington

salesman,

and

Robert

Ableson,

Percenter

from

Minneapolis,

100

flank

Keyes

at luncheon;

sheet

and

is Ralph

beneath

getting plenty
LiBeau,

of Kansas

Alma

the white

broke

at Laguna
Ross.

building. A short time previously 600 persons had been in the house.
Smoke and water damage was estimated
at several thousand dollars. The blaze
started

in a storeroom opposite the projection room. It was brought under control in half an hour.

The building is owned by R. E. Doughtery and the Winfield Smouse estate. R. E.
Pratt is the manager of the theatre.

of attention,

starlets are Suzanne

(left) and

Evelyn

district manager

City, who

while swimming
studio

Actress

Washington, Ia. — One hundred fifty
persons made an exit from the State
Theatre here when fire threatened the

Beach.

Break

out

his arm
The

Ridgeway

for Lou

Des

Moines — One half hour after arrival in Des Moines, E. W. Kurtze of the
WLS
Artists Bureau of Chicago signed
Louisiana Lou to a contract for Republic
Pictures. Louisiana Lou has been a member of the WHO
Barn Dance and Sunset
Corners Frolic for the last three years.
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DE§ MOINES
THE

new

Val-Air

ballroom

here

bristled

with folks in the film biz Tuesday evening when Ted Lewis tipped his battered
tall hat to Des Moines. We chatted with
Opal Judd and Walt Lohman, who had a
table with Ray Lumsden and Charlie
Brown of Iowa City . . . Opie said the
tripping she did during the evening really
was fantastic, since she was the sole feminine element in the party. Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Plummer from Parrot Film were at
our table, so we didn’t feel quite so lonesome with R&T artists Bill Connor and
Hank Langren and Roto Editor Clayton.
Harry Holdsberg, Don Allen and Attorney
English were rolling around the place sort
of loose-like, and finally sat with us a
while ... an enlivening trio if we ever
English handed out 10
of legal advice gratis,

saw' one. Attorney
or 15 bucks worth

but it’s the taking it that costs dough.
We didn’t see Burton Jerrel and the lovely Dorothy until we were on the way out.
Chet Naylor’s hair is the only wig
Filmrow with more personality than

on
G.

Ralph Branton’s . . . Chet, Chuck Plows
and Bill Morgan are a few of the boys who
can

be depended
where along the

upon to show up someRow hauling something

in or out . . . and they always say “Hi”
or wave if they’re too far away . . . C. R.
Smith is another wandering fixture along
High St. with a ready smile.
We

were

strolling down

Filmrow

when

Mitzi Lee starts to yell lustily, “Ice cream
bars a nickle.” Imagine our predicament!
Heads popping out every other doorway,
Mitzi refusing to desist, and us with no
ice cream bars! We finally dodged into
RKO, where Lou Elman, Chick Friedman
and Nate Sandler were at the mercy of

''Career'' Premiere

Allied Notes

Widely Publicized

as CEDRIC ADAMS put in his column

Des

Moines — Unlike

Omahans,

Des

Moines citizens won’t need to tote beards
around to be aware of “Career” when it
premieres here July 2. The Register and
Tribune is taking all the weight off local
chins and putting it on its own front
pages.
Following

the

two-page

Roto

coverage

in the Sunday Register, Monday’s Tribune carried a banner along the bottom
of

page

one

referring

readers

to

serialization of the book, “Career,”
ning that day.

the

of Des
Hatton,

who

is in the film’s cast, has been received by the paper. This will no doubt
be served up in some sensational fashion
within the next few days.

their arrival at Ames, la., via the Northwestern. A motor caravan will bring
them from Ames to Des Moines, Saturday
morning. (Ames is about 30 miles from
Des Moines) .
Jean Hersholt, Alice Eden, Edward Ellis,
Anne Shirley, Janet Beecher, John Archer,
Raymond Hatton, Leon Errol, and Samuel
S. Hinds are already definitely scheduled
to appear here. Claire Trevor is another
celebrity expected as are Robert Sisk, producer of the film for RKO-Radio pictures;
Leigh Jason, director; Jesse L. Lasky, film
executive, and William Wrigley jr.

nose

Premiere tickets went on sale at the
Orpheum and Paramount theatres, June
19. A movie ball at the Drake Stadium is
is definitely scheduled.

. . . Nate fared best of all by just laughing the Mitzi off.
After all this time we’ve just
about the Gilley Wells’ whoopee
with hats from Havana, fireplace,
bar and an imaginary cellar from
Gilley can pull almost anything . .

heard
room
piano,
which
. Ken

Clayton calls his latest pastime, “ The Taming of the Shrew” and he says you do it
by tearing off their fingernails and threatening to break their darn necks . . .
Hamburgers seem to be Filmrowers’ favorite dish. Don Allen is of the Hamburgers-by-Fisher school, while Art Stolte can
be seen almost any day devouring Harkerts’ creations.
Somebody oughta tell the Cards about
the latest baseball technique for putting
a player out as developed at the Monogram picnic. You lure the runner off-base
with a tempting bottle of beer and then
tag him with the ball! Opal Judd tells
us Walt Lohman showed his famous dimples when he received his sheep skin at
Drake the other day.

K. C. Film Trade Turns Out
For New

Us

Your

Peterson

316

Southwest
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Wants

Co.

City,

Mo.

Steffes

arranged

special

orderlies in uniform did the grabbing.” Also, there was a huge truck that
afforded
the boys. transportation for the rest of
husky

M-G-M’s convention stunts caused much
favorable comment. Exceedingly pretty
girls in scant costumes passed out cigarettes. Two more beauties handed out
“kisses” — candy ones with wrappings advertising “Gone With the Wind.” You’ve
got to hand it to that Morrie Abrams,
veteran M-G-M
exploiteer.

Further

on pages

8, 19, and

will

22 of this

Grad Sears, Warner sales head, flew in
from the west coast Tuesday morning and
was so weary after his long and arduous
ber.
that he immediately sought slumjourney

Minnesota and North and South Dakota
exhibitors attended the convention almost en masse.

Steffes had a “little German band” at
the railroad station, too, to help welcome
the convention special from New York and
Chicago.

Among the notables on hand early were
Ed Kuykendall, W. C. Gehring, William
Sussman, H. M. Richey and Harvey Day.

Harry

Morton,

Winnipeg and Saskatoon
the few non-Ameri-

exhibitor, was among
cans in attendance.

opening of the netw Booth Theatre here
Friday evening, June 16. Hosts were H.
J. Griffith and Glen W. Dickinson of the
Griffith-Dickinson Theatres, Inc., Kansas
City. Those in the trade, and local civic
leaders were guests at a stag banquet at

details on the convention

be found
issue.

Booth Theatre

Independence, Kas. — A number of film
and theatre men attended the formal

Boyd
Des

Draws

Moines — Over

Crowd

60,000

persons

viewed

Hopalong Cassidy (Bill Boyd) and his
horse “Topper” when they paraded here
for Register and Tribune carrier salesmen
June 12.

9 p. m.

OWNER MUST SACRIFICE 1,500 SEAT THEATRE
Located

in Denver,

Colo.

Will inventory

cash sale will take $5,500.00.
brokers.

Write

night.

transportation for the outfit’s leaders. One
of them, Abram F. Myers, was hustled into
a patrol wagon. Another, Ed Burnell of
Chicago, was grabbed, put in a straight
jacket and bundled into an ambulance
which carried him to his hotel. Four

The original plan to charter planes at
Douglas Field to bring the stars from
Hollywood has apparently been abandoned.
Tentative arrangements now provide for

the rampant Mitzi . . . Lou defended himself with a painful effort to draw a horse
which turned to be a bear . . . Chick tried
to get off by pushing a cigarette up his
and pulling it out his ear, but finally had to buy his way out with a nickel

Monday

begin-

Tuesday’s paper again called attention
to the fact with a page-one story and four
pictures on Phil Stong, the Iowa author.
A story on his recollections
Moines by former Iowan Raymon

in the Star: “It took A1 Steffes, perhaps the town’s prime gag man, to pull
it. Delegates to the national convention
of Allied States arrived on the Hiawatha,

Must

Cheap

deal direct with buyer.

call at 308 Film Building, Cleveland,

at $12,500.00 but for a quick

rent.

Good

lease.

No

For further information,

Ohio.

agents

or

write or

1,000 Attend AFM
Meet at Kaycee

TOE COOPER’S arrival from
* for a three-day stand was
for migration

Kansas

City — Around

1,000

delegates,

representing a membership of 140,000 musicians in the American Federation of
Musicians, met here June 12 to 16 at the
Municipal Auditorium.
Several important matters, including a
20-year-old agreement with the IATSE,
came up for settlement. Federation musicians feel that in its liberal expansion
of jurisdiction, the IATSE is cutting down
employment of musicians. The resolution injecting the issue into the convention pointed out that “upon the advent
of talking pictures and the decline of show
business, the IATSE broadened the scope
of their jurisdiction to apply to all amusements instead of show business alone. By
virtue of these enlarged jurisdictional
claims which seem to expand to cover
any new line of employment created or
developed by the musicians, local demands
are made or road calls are placed on hotel
rooms operating a band policy without
semblance of shows, radio stations, symphony orchestra performances, dog tracks,
small night clubs, dance halls, and even
the public address systems used by our
jobbing bands. This is causing great
strife and loss of employment to the members of the federation.”
The resolution asked that incoming officers of the Federation negotiate with
the IATSE so that the AFM -IATSE agreement be worded and interpreted “as applying to theatres and actual show business
only.”
The resolution came up Wednesday, but
was set over for further consideration
later on in the convention after Joseph
N. Weber, president of the Federation, said
he felt if he approached the IATSE with
such a proposal, that that organization
would give up the agreement. Weber added that the stage hands had aided the
AFM on occasions when, under a strict
interpretation of the agreement, they
need not have done so. Weber suggested
that in passing the resolution the AFM
simply would be inviting the antagonism
of a powerful organization.
The action of the “good and welfare”
committee on the resolution was favorable.
Musicians are deeply concerned over the
future of WPA music projects, which now
support some 7,000 members of the AFM
nationally. Most of these musicians are,
due to age and disability, unemployable,
even if they could be absorbed by other
industries.
Backed by convention action, Weber,
Wednesday, wired every member of the
house of representatives in Washington.
The telegram expressed opposition to the
present WPA
bill in the house, which
changes the existing arrangement on the
WPA music projects to this extent, that
state and municipal authorities will be
required

Years

to assume

a

share

of the

of Experience Has Taugrht
to Serve You

Us

bur-

How

Peterson "Freezem" Mfg. <S Sales Co.
316 Southwest Blvd.
Kansas City, Mo.

54

of Omaha’s

New York
the signal

Filmrow

here.

was Ted Mendenhall’s,
facehied
Only missing
which
had been
by special train to

gone to pot, the George Monroes jr. and
sr., went to Omaha once last week. Mrs.
Monroe sr. netted $17; Don, 11; George jr.,
7; George sr., $14, which was almost as
much as the theatre took in all day . . .
Note to Nevins Lynn, Kearney: This

Hollywood for Paramount’s convention and
1939-40 promises . . . Sid Rose, from Warner, got in early, so then ducked down
the street to where his left hand does
business and went off to a ball game with

George “Hodge” Wright, the new manager
of the Empress there, is a nice guy, even

Howard Federer . . . Joe Scott, Fay Dressen, D. V. McLucas, and Harry Shumow
all took turns . . . Cooper left later for

Sol Francis bounced in and out of town
with only the price of one steak on him

Wichita, where he still owns some theatrical property, while his kingpins, Lou
Finske, went back to Denver, and Joe
Phillipson, to St. Joseph and Kaycee.
Frank Roberts, until lately Cooper’s
auditor in the Colorado situations, has
been moved here and it looks as though
he’ll be taken on into New York . . .
Paramount’s position in all the dickering
and goings-on here is being kept strictly
Q-T by Vincent DiFiore, the company’s
representative . . . Ralph Blank, who recently sold his _ Central States interests,
was in talking of his trip to California,
which
Ed

he’s probably

making

by now

. . .

Vaughan is entertaining — she’s flaxenhaired and from California . . . Alvin

Hendricks says use of the word “double”
in connection with weddings can mean
one of two things — either plurality of ceremony, or the number of barrels on the
shotgun . . . Harvey Traylor claims they
were named
all the time

“short” beers, because that’s
he has to consume ’em.

Now that it’s horse racing season —
Charlie Shire has a suitable story . . .
Speaking of the nags, with the grosses
of maintaining such projects. Weber
other Federation members are definitely convinced that local governments
will not assume a share of the burden,
and that, therefore, the present bill, if

if he is opposition. A right handed
ger and a left-handed crap-shooter.

. . . Monroe Rubinger, the Warner blurber, was a desk-haunter all week about
“ Juarez ” with Keith Wilson of the Omaha
World-Herald and Barney Oldfield of the
Lincoln Journal and Star . . . Orville Rennie’s business in Hastings should be up
after the Jubileeum celebration in town
all week.

on

Finally it comes out: One time a judge
the bench here was so shocked by a

guy’s crime
tenced him
dipping the
Three years

will mean

extinction

for the pro-

jects.
A law was passed to cover the
tion’s position with respect to
records for cheap vaudeville in
houses and for cheap opera.

Federause of
smaller
Use of

records

to eliminate the necessity for musicians, of stereoptican slides for scenery,
etc., has been tried in the East. The new
law, proposed by Weber, provides that
“Members of the Federation are not permitted to make phonograph recordings
which contain commercial advertisements,
nor are they permitted to make recordings
to be used by or for actors as accompaniment for or in connection with their performances anywhere except with the consent of the International Executive

hour’s thought to another more lasting
sentence, and finally came up with it . . .
“Go

down

McManus

Kansas

City

—

Vacations
John

McManus,

stand

Loew’s

Hayes of the United Artists exchange in Indianapolis was a visitor here
last week. Hayes formerly was a booker
at the local Paramount exchange.

in front of Bob

Liv-

legend says the man’s spirit is still standing somewhere about the place.
Tip to Carl Rose: Why work yourself
to death trying to make a living? Come
on down to the skating party and try killing yourself to have a good time.

No Strangers
Kansas

City — No

novelty

is the

forth-

coming selling season to a number of the
Metro personnel in the midwest area. That
a noteworthy percentage of the staff is
composed of veterans in the trade is proved by a bit of figuring. The men and the
years each has devoted follow:
19

years — Edward

W.

Green,

Kansas

City, salesman.
16 years — Frank Hensler, Kansas City
manager; William P. Cameron, Minneapolis, salesman.
15 years — William H. Workman, Minneapolis manager.
14 years — Harris P. Wolfberg,
City, district manager.

Kansas

13 years —
Dexter C. Kennedy, Des
Moines manager; Harry J. Shumow,
manager; George
neapolis, salesman.

12 years — Harold
salesman.

Midland manager, is on a two-week vacation in California. Assistant Manager Robert Kail is pinch-hitting.
Harry

and

ingston’s Capitol Theatre,” he said, “and
wait until he gives you a pass” . . . Old

Omaha
Board.”

who came before him, he sento the horrible punishment of
ocean dry with a teaspoon . . .
afterward, the man appeared

in front of him again, saying he had completed the job . . . The judge thought he
had not been severe enough, so gave an

den
and

passed,

slug-

W.

Cohen,

Turner,

Min-

Kansas

City,

11 years — Allen S. Clatworthy, Minneapolis, salesman; Gerald E. McGlynn, Des
Moines, salesman; Fred C. Thortsen,
Omaha, salesman.
10 years — Charles Lieb, Omaha, salesman; George A. Baumeister, Des Moines,
salesman.
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jfyjR. and Mrs. L. P. Durland and Mr.
and Mrs. E. E. Jameson and son Earl
jr„ left June 13 for Mexico City. They will
be gone three or four weeks. Which
prompts Jack Barnett, 20th-Fox cameraman, to remember that he has a date in
Agua Caliente the last of July.
Charlie

Oliver, Universal booker, is vacationing in Arkansas with relatives and
friends. Which means that Ed Solig is
burning the midnight oil.
Helen McLatchey, formerly with Grand
National, returned last week from a cruise
which took her to Guatemala and Honduras, among other places, and went to
work for Monogram as cashier.
Barbara Linden, who used to be with
Paramount and Universal here, was back
this week on vacation— wearing a diamond
on her left hand. She is with the securities department at Washington, D. C.
Lee Sproule again is operating the Star,
Clay Center, Kas. He took over from Max
Davisson, temporarily retired from the
show business.
McGuire, secretary to Harry McClure, Fox Midwest district manager, is
being sunkist in California, on vacation.

One Score and Ten Plus Three
Kansas City — From the nickelodeon to
the Neely Bill, the experience of Frank

The program consisted of one
which might contain two or three

Cassil, president of the Kansas-Missouri
Theatres Ass’n for a second term, has
spanned the rise of the movies from a
crude mechanical novelty to a powerful
and influential business and art. In the 33
years during which he personally has been
associated with almost every phase of the
motion picture industry, the movies have
accumulated troubles along with their
power and prestige.

jects, and an illustrated song. The “feature” picture didn’t have titles, and another of Cassil’s jobs was to announce to
the audience the plot of the story. Cassil
worked for both the Nickelodeon and
Princess, which had been built by Carl

In May, 1906, Cassil went to work for
the Nickelodeon in Salina, Kas., then
operated by Bill Price. His job was to
create sound effects for the one-reelers
which made up the piece de resistance of

ing out of the operator’s booth to announce
the story to the audience below before
winding up the film.
In 1910 Cassil went to Nebraska and

the programs in those days. He stood behind the screen. When the picture showed horses thundering over the desert, Cassil helped along the illusion by pounding
cocoanut shells on a slab of rock. Or perhaps it was the villain shooting at the hero
with
sil
down
over

reel,
sub-

and

Herb Thatcher. His duties eventually included operation of the projection
machines, and often enough he combined
the jobs of announcer

and

operator,

lean-

opened the Princess Theatre at Alma.
Later he built the Orpheum in Red Cloud.
After operating the two houses for a couple of years, he sold out and went to Paris,
111., where he bought a “shooting gallery,”
renamed it the Princess, and continued an
exhibitor.
The theatre burned September 11, 1913,
without insurance. It was impossible to

a dastardly pistol, in which case Castook a yardstick and slapped it smartly
on a piece of wet canvass stretched
a frame.

get insurance in those days. They
( Continued on next page)

would-

Betty

Flowers are the language of sentiment.
Virginia McMillan still gets them, even by
wire.

We suggested crumpets
peal to her co-workers more.

On

the Row:

George

might

Edwards

of

That

believe

Mo.,

in the

Bill Bradfield-Tom

GUIDE

FOR

played

titles of

Wilhoit

feud

EQUIPMENT

AND

SUPPLIES

Peterson "Freezem" Mig. & Sales Co.
Blowers, washers, spray nozzels, office and
home units.
Special

Offer — Priced

Why Pay More?
G. A. Peterson
Victor 4075
316 Southwest
Kansas City, Mo.

Blvd.

The car behind ran into Hechtman’s car,
the car behind that one into it. Hechtman
alighted, and discovered that the driver
of the car immediately behind was Norris B. Cresswell. The third car received
the most serious damage — a banged up
new fender. But everybody was happy.
They had saved the dog.
Visitors: A. H. Dula, Holyrood, Kas.;
Sam Filson, Scott City, Kas. . . . That

BOXOFFICE
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real-

Victor 8796

Central Theatre Equipment Company
Western Electric - Mirrophonic Sound
Motiograph Projectors
E. C. Leeves, General Manager
130 W. 18th St.
Tel. HArrison 3345

Siebbins Theatre Equipment
1804 Wyandotte St.
C. H. Badger,
Southwest

Mgr.

Phone:

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

EXHIBITOR

Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation

SERVICE

K. C. SOUND
Syncrofilm

Sound

SERVICE

Equipment

and

1818 Wyandotte St.
W. P. Humston

SOUND

Service
HA

4783

ENGINEER

ENGINEER

0134

C. R. BUTLER

St. Joseph, Mo.

Co., Indp't
Phone

City, Mo.

Sound System Installation and Service
Midwest Service Corporation
2606 Monterey St.

Co.

GRand

Theatre Equipment
Wichita, Kas.

19th St. — Kansas

SOUND

Great Western Stage Equipment Co.
817 Holmes St.
T. L. Greening, Mgr.
Phone: Victor 9078

evening, Nat stopped his car suddenly to avoid striking a dog that was
moving leisurely across the intersection.

Phone:

and

Corp.

VI. 3535

Further road adventures of Nat Hechtman, who is getting to be the Gil Bias of
Filmrow : At Brookside and Main the
other

ITIONING
COND
Air Conditioning

Engineering

213 West

A. A. Electric Machinery Co.
Ernest Amoneno, Mgr.
St.

AIR
National

to Sell.

1117 Cherry

at Variety

EXHIBITOR

CITY TERRITORY

flared again last week. Tom calls Bill’s
two-toned car a taxi. Bill resents it. The
other day Tom rode with Bill to Eldorado
Springs. Two days later Tom received a
taxi bill for the trip from the Columbia
salesman.

new air-conditioning
ly works!

THE

Valley

“You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man” the
other weekend, and there was a checker
on the job! Tom wonders if these film
companies don’t
their pictures.

A HANDY

KANSAS

Nescher,

Eldon,

—

DIRECTORY

ap-

Falls, Kas., in for the Yankee-Blues game;
George Shilket, Joplin, A. J . Simmons, Lamar, Mo.; Virgil Green, LaPlata, Mo.
Tom

TRADE

2-2153

Phones
“Service

2-4012—2-4115

As Near

As Your

Telephone"

ASSOCIATIONS

Independent Theatre Owners Association
1214 Brush Creek Road — VAlentine 2770
E. E. Webber jr„ Pres. John Wolfberg, Sec.
K. M. T. A.
221 W. 18th St. — Harrison
Frank Cassil, Pres.

Fred Meyn,

4825
Sec.-Treas.

Alexander

Film

Company

BLICITY
PU
SCREEN
Motion
Picture
Advertising

~

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa
239 East 72nd Terrace
Phone:

Hlland

2694

:: June 17, 1939

55

MINNEAPOLIS
fl/J-G-M EXCHANGES
here plastered
with big banners and sign proclaimJune

ing “The Championship Contest Is On
2 to August 31 — Help the West to

Beat the East.” There are smaller cards
urging exhibitors to “make money with
M-G-M.” The purpose, of course, is to
stimulate buying and booking of pictures
— not such a hard task considering the
product to be sold . . . Warner Brothers
painting

up the entire interior of its four-

story

building ... A. Selby Can-, Paramount advertising head, returned from
his northern Minnesota fishing vacation
telling tales of big hauls.
Out-of-town exhibitors
included Ralph Swanson,

visiting Filmrow
Ely, Minn.; Don

Buckley, Redwood Falls, Minn.; Paul Perizzo, Blue Earth and Winebago, Minn,
(he’s planning a California vacation trip) ;
Leo Molitor, Norwood and Lake Crystal,
Minn.; Louis Handy, Preston, Minn.;
Udell Gill and Gordon Grant, Farmington, Minn.; E. H. Malone, Colfax and
Hammond, Wis.; Bim Lakie, Barnesville,
Minn., and Henry Hower and his son.
Gale (a symphony in brown), Worthington and Windsor, Minn.
Gene Meredith of Warner spent half of
the night repairing the damage at his
Lake Minnetonka home after that bad
windstorm. Gene’s happy because wrestling is being resumed at the Auditorium
. . . Edwin Stengel from Chicago, new RKO
salesman, succeeding Eph Rosen, resigned
. . . United Artists exchange decorated
with stunning blue
Golden Years.”

banner

telling of “20

Alta Long of the RKO office staff vacationing in northern Minnesota . . . W.
J. Heineman, Universal western sales manager, here for sales meeting . . . Henry
Herbel, Warner district manager, a visitor . . . While in the east Moe Levy, 20thFox district manager, took in the NovaBaer fight and the World’s Fair. He left
this week for the west coast on the first
leg of his nation-wide tour as S. R. Kent
drive leader. He’ll spend a fortnight at
the Hollywood studio before making the
rounds of the exchanges . . . Harold B.
Johnson, Universal branch manager,
visited northern Minnesota accounts.
Discharged from the Mayo clinic, Rochester, Minn., following recovery from an
operation, Leo Spitz, former RKO
head,
passed through Minneapolis . . . Bill Volk,
learning the game of golf, accidentally
biffed his brother, Syd, in the eye with
his club when the latter got too close to
him on the course. Which explains that
mouse and bruised countenance. The Volk
brothers are prominent
cuit operators.

independent

cir-

Jerry Weisfeldt, Warner booker, son of
the Columbia short sales manager,
sprained an ankle while kibitzing around
a bathing beach . . . O. M. Samuels from
New Orleans a visitor . . . Ben Blotcky and

AIR CONDITIONING
Peterson

"Freezem"

316 Southwest

56

Mfg. <S Sales Co.

Blvd.

Kansas

City, Mo.

Cassil Recalls

his Paramount crew flew back from the
Los Angeles sales convention to be on
hand for the Allied States convention . . .
M-G-M here reissuing and plugging “San
Francisco,’’ “Treasure Island,” “Mutiny
on the Bounty,” “David Copperfield,”
“Rose Marie” and “The Champ.”
Charlie

Weiner

of Monogram

still Film-

row’s auto speed demon and his friends
are trying to persuade him to enter the
meet at Indianapolis next Decoration Day.
Last week he negotiated the 225 miles from
Deer River, Minn., to Minneapolis in three
hours and ten minutes after taking a 50mile detour from the main highway . . .
Bertha Nauer, M-G-M
secretary, planning a vacation trip to Yellowstone Park
and the San Francisco exposition.

CJ> mi A H

A

(Continued

from

preceding

page)

n’t write it on “the movies.” The projection machines didn’t have a take-up, and
the operator simply let the inflammable
film run into a barrel.
After operating the Comet, in Five
Points, a Denver suburb, Cassil came to
Kansas City in 1916, to go with World
Film Corp., as a booker. After a year, he
went on the road for VLSE in the Kansas
City territory, traveling Oklahoma and
Arkansas. The sales force of the company consisted of Jack Story, Milton Feld,
Bill Darnell, and Cassil. Elmer Pierson
was manager.
He

worked

for VLSE

a year, and

then

took

over the Odeon Theatre at Bartlesville, Okla., later becoming associated with
Bill Smith, who had two houses in Tulsa.
They operated the three theatres until
1917, when Cassil entered the army.
In 1918, Cassil went with Fox Film
Corp. in Kansas City, traveling the Oklahome territory. He went to Seattle in 1920

JOHN HOLBEIN, Strand Theatre, Pisgah, la., was in town and told Boxoffice

business

is good

in

western

Iowa

. . . Lou Levy, Grand National manager
at the Omaha and Des Moines exchanges,
has returned to the Iowa metropolis . . .
Regina Molseed, RKO booker, is attending
the fair in New York.
Eddie Youtz of the Republic exchange
is leaving in a week or so for Peoria, III.,
where he will work for an insurance claim
department. Ed studied law while working
at Republic . . . Keith Wilson, WorldHerald critic, suggests that second features be called “Clash
Mary
branch,
worked
Mitchell
Manager
Warner

Lyon,

hello

B” pictures.
girl at the

M-G-M

is quitting to raise a family. She’s
at Metro for five years. Jean
will take her place, says Branch
Harry Shumow . . . Alice Neal,
booker, has gone fishing.

Frank Good, Iowana Theatre, Red Oak,
la., looks the same now as he did 15 years
ago when your Boxoffice scribe used to
try and sneak into his theatre . . . Mr.
and Mrs. Fred Schuler, Humboldt, Neb.,
were on Davenport street. Mrs. Schuler
runs the Humboldt Theatre and Fred
operates a stock farm.
Elvera Roslund of RKO is visiting the
home folks at Osceola, Neb. . . . Harry
Nichols of Hollywood has been here
ing Leo Doty, UA office manager.

visit-

selling film for Paramount and roadshowing “The Sheik.” After three years he returned to Kansas City as special representative for Hal Roach comedies, being
distributed through Pathe. This position
he left after two years to become branch
manager of Associated Exhibitors. In 1926
he went to Sedalia, Mo., as city manager
for Universal Theatres, a position he relinquished after a year to return to Seattle to distribute the Dempsey-Sharkey and
the Dempsey-Tunney fight pictures. Returning to Kansas City in 1929, he was
city salesman for Warner Bros, for a
while, and then, in 1930, he bought the
Rialto, St. Joseph. In 1930 and 1931 he
operated the Rialto by “remote control,”
while he sold Sonofilm sound equipment.
In 1932 he assumed active management of
the Rialto.
In the 1920’s, Cassil points out, operation of theatres was 90 per cent by individuals. Today, he says, 80 per cent of
the theatres (on a money basis) are chain
operated. The elimination of the small
business

man from the picture has characterized not only the movies but other
businesses as well, Cassil contends, and is,
he believes, the chief cause for present
economic conditions.
‘The number of individuals connected
with the business is becoming smaller
every year,” Cassil said.
“I still have hopes that a lot of the
evils and injustices in the business that
have

Frank

Van

Husan

of Western

Theatre

Supply

has gone fishing with A. E. Bradshaw of Martin, S. D. That means when
they return Van will announce he is going
to build a new theatre for Bradshaw. See
if that’s not right! . . . Glen Van Wey, Sun
Theatre, Gothenburg, Neb., was on Davenport street.
Louise

Cotter,

Brandeis

press

agent,

screened “Mikado” for the local music
teachers and received some dandy plaudits
. . . Some applause, too, for Ted Emerson,
Tri-States tub-thumper, who tied with
the World-Herald on a rose-selling gag
for “Rose of Washington Square”
plenty of front-page space.
Oscar

Johnson,

Rivoli

and

Theatre,

got
Falls

caused the elimination of the individual exhibitor can be corrected by the

fair trade practice code and by the intervention of the government, which apparently intends to stop violations of the
anti-trust laws and relieve the small business man handicapped by lack of buying

City, Neb., was a visitor
Bob Pennington, Rialto,
C.power.”
C. Moore, Dunlap, la.
change is getting a new
the same
out.

to Filmrow. Also
Villisca, la., and
. . . The Fox expaint job, exactly

color as the Grand

Natioiial lay-

Several exhibitors have reported they
are not bothered as much by free shows
this summer as they were last season.
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STARTING

WELL

ALONG

COMPLETED

GOLDEN

BOY— William Holden, Barbara
Stanwyck, Adolphe Menjou, Sam
Levene, Joseph
Calleia, Edward
Brophy.
Producer: William
Perlberg. Director: Rouben
Mamoulian.
Original: Clifford Odets. Screenplay: Lewis Meltzer,
Daniel Taradash.

o
o

BLONDIE
TAKES
A VACATION— Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, Larry Simms, Robert Wilcox,
Donald
McBride,
Jonathan
Hale.
Producer:
Robert Sparks.
Director: Frank
R. Strayer.
Original Screenplay: Richard Flournoy.

NUMBERED
MEN
—
Brian Donlevy, Jacqueline
Wells, George Anderson, Richard Fiske. Proton.
ducer: Irving Briskin. Director: Charles BarA

WOMAN
IS THE
JUDGE— Rochelle Hudson,
Frieda Inescort, Otto Kruger, Gordon
Oliver.
Producer: Ralph Cohn.
Director: Nick Grinde.
Screenplay: Karl Brown.

ISLE OF DESTINY — Wallace Ford, William Gargan, June
Lang, Katherine
DeMille, Gilbert
Roland.
Producer:
Franklyn
Warner
(Fine
Arts). Director: Elmer Clifton. Original: Allen
Vaughn
Ellston. Screenplay: Arthur Hoerl.

2

NINOTCHKA — Greta Garbo, Melvyn Douglas, Ina
Claire, Gregory Gaye, Sig Rumann,
Alexander
Grenatch, Rolf Sedan. Producer: Sidney Franklin. Director: Ernst Lubitsch.

2

THESE
GLAMOUR
GIRLS — Lew
Ayres, Lana
Turner, Tom
Brown,
Richard
Carlson, Ann

6

Rutherford, Marsha Hunt.
balist. Director: S. Sylvan

o
2

<

g

ARGENTINA — William
sell Hayden, Sidney
Sherman.
Director:
Harrison Jacobs.

Boyd. Steffi Duna, RusToler.
Producer: Harry
Nate
Watt.
Screenplay:

THE
WORLD
ON
PARADE
— William
Henry,
Janet Waldo, Robert Paige, William Collier sr.,
Morgan
Conway,
Hilda Plowright.
Producer:
Edward
T. Lowe.
Director: Edward
Dmytryk.
Original: Andre
Boehm.
Screenplay: William
Lipman, Horace McCoy.

ft.
u

q
FULL
CONFESSION— Sally Eilers, Victor Mc^
Laglen, Joseph Calleia. Producer: Robert Sisk.
PC
Director: John Farrow.
Screenplay: Jerry Cady.

X

O
k*
£
O
^

Sam

Zim-

MR.
WONG
IN CHINATOWN
—
Boris Karloff,
Marjorie Reynolds, drant Withers.
Producer:
William Lackey. Director: William Nigh. Original: Hugh Wiley.
Screenplay: Scott Darling.

2
O

•

Producer:
Simon.

HEAVEN
WITH
A
Glenn Ford, Jean

BARBED
WIRE
Rogers, Raymond

FENCE—
Walburn.

Producer: Sol Wurtzel. Director: Ricardo Cortez.

Original:

Dalton

Trumbo.

FRONTIER
MARSHAL — Randolph
Scott, Nancy
Kelly, Binnie Barnes, John Carradine, Cesar
Romero.
Producer:
Sol Wurtzel.
Director:
Allan Dwan.
Screenplay: Sam Heilman.

■aj
^

ARE
HUSBANDS
NECESSARY? — Fred MacMurray, Madeleine Carroll, Helen Broderick, Akim
Tamiroff, Elizabeth Patterson, John
Qualen.
Producer: Jeff Lazarus.
Director: Edward
H.
Griffith. Screenplay: Virginia Van Upp.

THE
DOUBLE-DYED
DECEIVER
—
Tito Guizar,
Gale Sondergaard, Alan Mowbray, Emma
Dunn,

PORTRAIT
IN DIAMONDS — Isa Miranda. George
Brent.
Producer: William LeBaron.
Director:
George Fitzmaurice. Screenplay: Leonard Lee,
Gilbert Gabriel, Franz Schulz, Alfred Guarini.

DISPUTED

SHOULD
HUSBANDS
WORK?
—
Marie Wilson,
James
Gleason, Lucile Gleason, Russell Gleason, Berton Churchill. Producer: Sol C. Siegel.
Director: Gus Meins.

COLORADO
SUNSET — Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, June Storey, Kermit Maynard.
Producer:
William
Berke.
Director: George
Sherman.
Screenplay: Paul Schofield.

June

Clayton. Producer: Harry Sherman.
Director: Dan Venturini.
Original: O. Henry.
Screenplay: Wanda
Tuchock.
PASSAGE

—

Dorothy

Lamour,

Akim

Tamiroff, John
Howard,
Gordon Jones.
Producer: Harlan Thompson.
Director: Frank
Borzage. Original: Lloyd C. Douglas.

EVERYTHING’S
ON
ICE —
Irene Dare, Edgar
Kennedy.
Producer:
Sol
Lesser.
Director:
Bernard Vorhaus.
Screenplay: Adrian Landis.
Sherman Lowe.

HOLLYAVOOB
CAVALCADE
— Alice Faye, Don
Ameche,
Stuart Erwin, Buster Keaton, Lynn
Bari, Alan Curtis, Chick Chandler.
Producer:
Harry
Joe Brown,
Mack
Sennett.
Director:
Irving Cummings.
ADVENTURES
OF
SHERLOCK
HOLMES — Basil
Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Ida Bupino, Alan Marshal, George Zucco, E. E. Clive. Producer:
Gene Markey.
Director: Alfred Werker.
Original: Arthur Conan Doyle.

STOP, LOOK
AND
LOVE— Robert Kellard, William
Frawley, Jean Rogers, John Eliott. Producer:
Sol Wurtzel.
Director: Otto Brower.
CHICKEN
WAGON
FAMILY
—
Jane Withers,
Spring Byington, Leo Carrillo, Marjorie Weaver.
Producer: Edward
Kaufman.
Director: Herbert
I.

Leeds.
Original: Barry
play: Viola Brothers Shore.

Benefield.

Screen-

THE
REAL
GLORY — Gary Cooper, Andrea Leeds,
Kay
Johnson, David
Niven, Walter Brennan,
Reginald Owen, Broderick Crawford.
Producer:
Samuel Goldwyn.
Director: Henry Hathaway.

>
FURY
OF
THE
TROPICS — Richard Arlen, Andy
BACHELOR’S
BABY
—
Sandy Henville, Mischa
Ej
Devine.
Producer:
Ben
Pivar.
Director:
Auer, Shirley Ross, Joy Hodges, Dennis O’Keefe,
fi
Christy Cabanne.
Director: Charles Lamont.

£
THE
WORLD
MONIES ON — James Cagney, Hump[l,
hrey Bogart, Ann Sheridan, Jeffrey Lynn. Propt
ducer: Sam
Bischoff. Director: Raoul Walsh,
g
Original: Mark
Hellinger.
Screenplay: John
AVexley, John Huston.

58

DEAD
END
KIDS AT MILITARY
SCHOOL — Dead
End Kids, Henry ONeill, John Litel. Producer:
Bryan Foy. Director: Noel Smith. Screenplay:
Charles

Belden,

Tom'

Reed.

ON
YOUR
TOES — Zorina, Eddie
Albert, Alan
Hale, Gloria Dickson, Frank
McHugh,
Erik
Rhodes, Queenie Smith, Paul Hurst. Producer:
Robert Lord.
Director: Ray Enright.
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Blanks on Chain Tax
Surprise in Piit

Columbus — Hearing of the suit which
would make film rentals subject to the

Pittsburgh— Exhibitors were surprised
this week when they received new application blanks under the Pennsylvania chain
store and theatre tax law for the year
June 1, 1939 to May 31, 1940.
This law was declared unconstitutional
under a decree of the Dauphin County
Court, and has been taken into the high
court of the commonwealth by Gov. Arthur H. James.
Two

acts were

introduced

Michigan Tax Bill
Still Threatens

Postpone Hearing of
Film Rental Suit

into the

re-

cent session of the legislature which provided for refunds under the chain store
and theatre tax law, but they were buried
in committee.

state

three

been

per

postponed

cent
until

sales

tax,

some

has

time

in

July, it is reported. The Independent
Theatre Owners of Ohio, through its
secretary,

P. I. Wood,

put up
cation.

stiff fight against

a

is preparing
the

to

appli-

Non-Theatrical Accounts
Servicing Protested
Pittsburgh— MPTO of W. Pa., Inc., has
forwarded a general letter of protest to
all local film distributors regarding the
continued

East McKeesport Is Site
For New Malanos House
Pittsburgh — East McKeesport will have
a modern theatre in the early fall under
plans announced this week by N. A.
Malanos, veteran exhibitor.
The East McKeesport site, at Broadway
and Fifth, is now being prepared for construction work to be started within two
weeks. William G. Perry is the architect.
Seating capacity will be around 500.
Frederick Theatre Enterprises of East
Pittsburgh will own and operate the new
East McKeesport house, according to Mr.
and Mrs. N. A. Malanos and family.
Name of the theatre will be the Loyal,
in memory of the late Charles Malanos,
brother of N. A. Malanos, who together
opened the old Loyal Theatre, East Pittsburgh, a quarter of a century ago.

Krul Files Suit Over the
Operation of Frontenac
Detroit — A suit has been filed in circuit
court by Joseph B. Krul, operator of the
New Home and Fredro, against Louis P.
and

Viktoria Gayeski, who formerly operated the Frontenac, in which Krul was
interested.
The

suit arises out

of an

servicing of non-theatrical accounts. Such protest has been made on
various occasions, and the exhibitor organization directors state that they have
been assured in the past that such contracts and bookings would be rejected in
the future. After a while the non-theatricals are more bothersome than ever,
and exhibitor leaders have to notify the
exchanges of their displeasure. The 16mm
exhibitions too are on the increase in the
local territory, with many such operators
offering double features for a nickel. A
Boxoffice reporter found a backwoods
West

Virginia circuit operator
able silent” picture equipment.

Withholding

of “port-

Threat

Mansfield, Ohio — Second Bank Night in
as many weeks was held at the Madison
here without any interference. Police Chief
Meade K. Bates for some time threatened
arrests if the scheme was introduced at
the local theatre.

Detroit — The threat of a three per cent
theatre admission tax — an extension of
the present sales tax on general commodities— still exists, it is learned despite the
close defeat of the tax in the house three
weeks ago. The legislature will meet for
formal adjournment the end of this month,
and Gov. Luren D. Dickinson has proposed that all legislators return at that
time to pass further revenue-producing
measures that appear to be necessary to
maintain state finances.
The theatre tax may be revived at that
time, or in a special session which the
governor probably will call immediately
after if the legislators do not come back in
numbers for the regular adjournment.

Friburg Sells Interests
At Galeton and Knox
Johnsonburg, Pa. — Mark
Kirkpatrick
has purchased the interests of John C.
Friburg in the Main Street Theatre, Galeton, Pa., and Pat Notarianni has purchased Friburg’s interests in the Knox
Theatre, Knox, Pa. The transfers were
made several days ago.
Kirkpatrick and Notarianni were formerly partners with Friburg in the respective theatre enterprises.
Several weeks ago Friburg transferred
his theatre leases at Mt. Jewett and
Smethport,

Pa., to the Blatt Bros, circuit.

Friburg, who is mayor of Johnsonburg,
retains interests in the Johnsonburg
Theatre Co., Inc., operating the Palace
Theatre here, and the Union City Theatre Co., Inc., operating the Palace, Union
City, Pa., both of which are managed
der the direction of M. W. Peterson.

Four-Year

DeMille

Hollywood — A new four-year contract
as a producer-director has been signed
by Cecil B. DeMille at Paramount. His
next assignment will be “Royal
Mounted,” in Technicolor.

Canadian

"Stop, Look

and

Love"

Hollywood — Twentieth-Fox’s “Harmony at Home” has been retitled “Stop,
Look

and

Love.”

old contract

involving their operation of the Frontenac,
which they gave up about five years ago,
and is being filed to protect the “interest
of the plaintiff,” according to L. F. Covey,
his attorney.

West Virginia Billboards
Licensed After July 1
Charleston, W. Va. — Thousands of billboards and roadside signs in West Virginia will be licensed under the new law
which will be enforced July 1, according
to Road Commissioner Burr H. Simpson.
The 1939 legislature fixed a $100 license
fee for those in the outdoor advertising
business and outlawed signs within 500
feet of a church, school or public park
outside municipalities and any signs
which obstruct highway views or imitate
official signs.
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Hosts Visitors on the Set —
A pair of showmen

and

un-

Pact

their wives

highlight

a Hollywood

visit by dropping

in on Jane Wyman, on the “Kid Nightingale’’ set at the Warner studio.
Left to right: Mrs. Asher Shaw; C. F. Motley, of the Griffith Amusement
Co., Oklahoma City; Miss Wyman; Asher Shaw, of the United Detroit
Theatres, and Mrs. Motley.

Sunday Show F oes
Remaining Alert
Pittsburgh — The

Pittsburgh

Catholic,

official organ of the diocese, would reopen the question of Sunday shows, according to an editorial published June 8,
which read:
FORGETTING

SUNDAY

“Although the session of the Pennsylvania legislature just ended devoted itself
largely

to

negative

enactments,

to

for the past three years. Two bills bearing on this subject were introduced: One
to repeal outright the permission to show
commercial movies on Sundays and the
other to make it illegal to admit children
to Sunday showings. Both bills were allowed to remain in committee and died
with the adjournment of the legislature.
As the original law was introduced and
passed,

not in response to “popular demand,” but at the behest of the producerexhibitor corporations, it is a fair assumption that the same influence kept the repeal proposals from being even considered.
“It is too bad that the bills were not
taken up and public hearings held to
bring out just what has been the effect
of granting the motion picture industry a
privilege denied other profit-seeking businesses, that of working its employes and
selling its product on the day reserved for
rest and worship. It would have been
interesting to leam how far the promises
made by the film companies and by the
daily papers which supported their campaign have been carried out: The pre-

the

Are Max Greenwald, Les Irwin, J. Bernie Gardner, Cleveland salesmen; Jack
Hunter, Toronto branch manager; Burns; Ed Stuve, Pittsburgh salesman ;
Duke Clark, Cleveland branch manager; Bob Caskey, Philadelphia salesman. The occasion ivas provided by the Paramount convention held on the
coast.

un-

doing some of the “progressive” measures
put on the statute books in recent years,
it is significant that it left undisturbed
the law under which motion picture
houses have been operating on Sundays

sentation of ‘clean, wholesome amusement,’ the greater prosperity for their employes, the increase in real estate values,
reduction in the patronage of dives,

would have been interesting to have
evidence in black and white of how

of

‘forgetting

the

blue

laws?’

It

the
the

warnings of the religious groups that opposed the Sunday movie proposal have
been borne out: how it has operated to
the advantage of the chain theatres and

Butterfield Rewards
Two for Ballyhoo

to the disadvantage of the ‘neighborhood’
houses, how it has led to the growth of
other

business on Sundays, how it has interfered with church attendance, how it

has

extended the pagan, materialistic influence of the movies from the other six
days of the week into the day which God
Himself decreed was to be ‘kept holy.’ It
would have been interesting to learn the

facts of how honestly the movie industry has obeyed the law which it wrote itself: whether it has observed the specified opening and closing hours (the
brazen violation of the law that occurred
on last New Year's Eve would be an important piece of evidence) ; whether it has
required its employes to work more than
the legal number of days per week.
“These hearings were not held; the film
industry continues to enjoy, untroubled, its
place of privilege. It remains for a more
social-minded legislature and a more alert
citizenry to reopen

etc; doesn’t all this sound silly today in
the light of what has actually happened
since the public was propagandized in
favor

Yarns With Bob Burns —

Swapping

W.

Va. — Sunday

shows

were

voted out at last week’s election. Favoring the issue were 275 votes and the opposition mustered 342 votes against Sunday shows.

Occupied —
At the left, with

dancing,

J. J. Oula-

han, Cincinnati branch manager. Below, with table talk, G. B. J. Frawley,
home

office (with dark

Hurley,
Milstein;

production
Dave

past several months on the “It’s a Wonderful World” contest — special event for
Butterfield managers, with prizes of $100
for major towns and $50 for minor towns
of the circuit, donated by Frank J. Downey, M-G-M branch manager. Managers
have, as a result, been resorting to their
own ingenuity in exploitation of this film.
Award

for the

major

houses

went

to

Wirt

S. McLaren, manager of the Michigan Theatre at Jackson, and for the
minors to Gus Bartram of the Vogue at
Manistee.
McLaren is an old-timer in show business, known to Michigan showmen
through his connections with motion picture, vaudeville, and legitimate theatres in
Jackson for the past 31 years.

the question.”

Keeps Blue Law
Marlinton,

Detroit — Manager interest in the Butterfield circuit has been centered for the

shirt ) ; Harold

executive;

Kimelman,

Harry

Pittsburgh

branch manager. Gray-haired man
and one on his right unidentified.

Bartram, although a “youngster” in the
business, has a record of accomplishment
behind him already: Singer at the Ada
Meade Theatre, Lexington, Ky.; manager
of the Plaza (now Capitol), Charleston, W.
Va.; in the vaude team of Bartram and
Saxton, playing the Palace at New York,
and Keith and Loew time in Greater New
York; contracted by B&K as pioneers in
presentations in Chicago, playing the Chicago, Rivoli and Uptown for 15 years;
and lately associated with Butterfield,
winning this top prize in his first year as
manager — a real accomplishment record.
Strong local newspaper publicity followed the success of each manager, in
their own towns, and personal letters of
congratulation were received from E. C.
Beatty, general manager of Butterfield
circuit; E. R. Saunders, M-G-M western
sales manager; J. E. Flynn, M-G-M division manager and Frank J. Downey,
M-G-M branch manager.

Building in Florida
Clearsfield, Pa. — Charles H. Richelieu,
formerly with the Clearfield Amusement
Co., is building a new theatre in Tarpon
Springs, Fla.
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D. SHAPIRO, short subject booker for Warner theatres in this zone,

was among those who welcomed England’s
King and Queen to the nation’s Capital
. . . Harry Goldberg, director of publicity
for Warner Theatres, was in town wearing
his arm in a sling . . . George Lefko, who
came back to Cleveland after an absence
of five years to manage the RKO exchange, has been out in the territory
picking up the old threads of friendship
where he left off before going to Pittsburgh.
Myer Fine of Associated Theatres and
Mrs. Fine have gone east to celebrate their
16 th wedding anniversary . They will spend
a couple of weeks in Atlantic City and at
other popular coast resorts.
J. J. Maloney, M-G-M district manager, was in town for the preview of “Goodbye, Mr. Chips” at Loew’s State . . . Another M-G-M visitor was Robert L. Long,
auditor, no relation to our Col. Harry Long
of Loew’s Theatres
checking supervisor.

or Bob, the M-G-M

Announcement is made of the marriage
of Ray Essick, son of P. E. of the Scoville,
Essick and Reif circuit, and Lois Parker
of this city. Ray is assistant manager at
the Highland in Akron.
Harry Henderson, general manager of
the Jennings and Lorain Fulton theatres,
attributes his improved golf game to a new
set of clubs . . .Joe Setron of Smith and
Setron and
electrician,
for fishing
launch and
side Yacht

Dave “Red” Sandler, theatre
have carried their enthusiasm
so far they have bought a
are now members of the LakeClub.

Al Gregg, Republic’s publicity expert, is
out in the territory helping exhibitors on
campaigns

for “Man

of Conquest.”

Visitors along Filmrow were rather scarce,
maybe because of the heat. Among those
spotted were Ray Wallace of Alliance,
J. O. Guthrie of New London, Harry Reinhart of Canton, and the usual Akron regulars.
Tom

Mooney, son of Milton A. of Cooperative of Ohio, was graduated from
Shaker High School . . . Max Stahl, Grand
National branch manager, announces business is picking up. He is touting “Exile Express” and “Panama Patrol.”
Roy Kendis of Exhibitors Poster Service
is supervising installation of a ventilating
system in the office, which should add to
the comfort of the customers.
Joe Kauffman, Universal branch manager, says new contract sales for the coming
season are way ahead of last year at this
time. “In fact,” he states, “we are 100 per
cent ahead of the past season and have to
date closed most of the important key
spots in the territory, exclusive of Cleveland, which is always late in buying.”
Evelyn

Friedl, who

double features as

secretary to Warner’s
Wolf, and as president
is wearing a becoming
Jane Meisel, secretary
Warner publicity head,
cruise to Bermuda.

zone manager, Nat
of the Warner Club,
summer haircut . . .
to Sid Dannenberg,
is in the midst of a

BOXOFFICE'

:: June 17, 1939

Seccaium Park Showing
Free Motion Pictures
Galion,

Ohio — Seccaium

Park, near here,

one of the better known central Ohio
amusement centers, is offering free film
shows Wednesday and Friday nights this
season. Program includes a full length
feature and short subjects. Seccaium is
one of few Ohio amusement parks that has
retained the film feature, a dozen having
discontinued it when subsequent run houses
dropped prices to 10 and 15 cents in districts where parks featured the free shows.

pASTE the date in your hat! Chief Barker
Bennett of Tent No. 18 in Dayton, Ohio,
announces the third annual stag outing of
this organization at Ebbers’ Grove, June
29. Tax is one dollar for a big day, including outdoor sports, races, prizes and
lunch.
Orville Wood, Majestic and Dover theatres, Camden, journeyed to Washington to
see the King and Queen, then went on to
the Fair . . . Mrs. Bill Cain, Garden Theatre, Louisa, Ky„ is taking a leisurely
cross-country tour to the west coast and
the Frisco fair . . . Columbia’s Jane Rissel
leaves for New York.
RKO theatres magnate, Ike Libson, is in
New York . . . E. M. Booth, M-G-M, attended a conference at the home office in
Gotham.
M-G-M’ s Robert Saunders has been promoted from the poster to the contract departmen . . . Ann Welling, formerly with
Big Features, has joined Trailer-Made . . .
Sarah Brown has resigned from Warner’s
to work for Harry Bugie’s Co-Operative
Booking office, and Mary Weller of Grand
National is resigning to join the Warner
personnel.

September Conclave
By ITO of W. Va.
Parkersburg,

W.

Va. —

Independent

Theatre Owners of West Virginia will
stage its first annual convention in September, R. J. Hiehle, president, states.
Although the city has not been designated, it was the general understanding
at the Morgantown meeting last week that
Clarksburg would be selected.

ered the territory this week with his dad.
Dickey will divide his vacation between
his folks in East St. Louis and a boys’ camp
before returning to Ohio Military Institute in the fall.
Frank Wetzel of Trailer-Made has secured distribution of “All-American Gang
Busters” and announces the feature is
booked solid for the month of July in Ohio.
Wetzel’s franchise also covers West
ginia and Indiana.

Vir-

Lou Mills is redecorating his Dixie at
Olive Hill, Ky. . . . Warner Shafer is opening a new theatre at Grayson, Ky. . . .
George Schmidt, who recently took over
the new Fayette, now has the Ohio at
Celina.
Sugar and Honey Bockelage, Paramount
and Universal, respectively , went to Cleveland to attend the funeral of their brotherin-law . . . The Alpine circuit is moving
to Kingwood, W. Va., with C. B. Kosco,
former Columbia representative from Pittsburgh, in charge.
The Avenue, downtown, is installing air
conditioning . . . Jack Mervis, Newport,
Ky., theatre manager, is leaving to join
his brothers in the management of three
theatres at Pittsburgh.

M. J. Whitmar, RKO publicity shooter,
is confined to his home with grippe . . .
Republic’s Max
arthritis.

Margolis

is laid up with

Friends of Ralph Abbott of Jam Handy
will be glad to know he is convalescing
nicely following an operation for a facial
tumor at the Mayo Clinic . . . Lee Goldberg’s son Jay will have charge of sales
promotion at the Big Feature Rights office during the vacation.
Lee Goldberg has purchased a five-year
franchise to handle the product of Producer’s Distributing Corp., a new enterprise which will put out 60 features, including 24 western releases. Ben Judell
is president of the new concern and Sig
Neufeld, supervisor. The franchise covers
Cleveland, Cincinnati and Indianapolis territories.
RKO’s Stanley Jacques and sales force
leave the week of June 17 for Westchester
Country Club, Rye, N. Y., where the annual sales convention will be held . . .
20th-Fox’s Bob Laws is celebrating his 25 th
wedding anniversary .
Cadet Richard “Dickey” Sonz, son of
Fred Sonz of Theatre Poster Supply, cov-

Bank
Mansfield,

Night— "Insurance"
Ohio
A scheme offering

Bank Night insurance and said to pay off
on the Madison Bank Night, termed by
police as an “out and out lottery,” is in
operation here.

Re-Sign Sylvan Simon
Hollywood — S. Sylvan

signed
Metro. to a

A

new

Simon

has

been

directorial contract

DYNAMIC

at

SENSATION

"T
HE FI
T
Hendrik
Wm.GHVan

Loon's

with
MUSSOLINI - HITLER - FRANCO - EDEN
And Other International Stars.

FOR

PEACE"

Big Feature Rights
Exchanges, Inc.
61

MISKE, comptroller of Ross
pRANK
Federal Service, was a visitor in Detroit on Monday . . . Riehl Williams, western division manager of Ross Federal
Service, spent some time at the Detroit
offices last week, and while in the Motor
City purchased a new automobile.
Suit against Stoia and Miskinis’ Circle
Theatre, filed by Virginia N . B. Rizer, who
alleges injuries when she attempted to sit
on a collapsible type seat which folded up
on her will probably reach the court docket
in several months, attorneys report.
L. C. Becker of the American
Co. is installing 1,200 new seats

Seating
in Ray

Schreiber’s Majestic. New flooring is being put in, and risers are being extended
to allow more comfortable spacing, only
slightly decreasing the seating capacity
. . . Douglas Smith, midwest representative for Auction Night, has moved his
headquarters, formerly on
nue, to 9373 East Jefferson

Hurlbut
Avenue.

Ave-

Gerry Schneider of the Stratford was
home sick with a severe cold. His father,
F. A. Schneider, was back at the helm of
the house.
Mrs.

M. C. (Joe) Scholtz, formerly secretary of the Woodward Theatre Co. — the
largest circuit in Detroit in its heydey
some 12 years ago — has decided to give up
her plans of re-entering the theatre field.
Abe

Schiller,

booker,

has

been

taking

his “vacation” the past couple of weeks
playing golf . . . Harry Remington, publicity director of the Fox, basked in the
publicity of the English Royal visit to
Windsor, across the river. His father, Jack
Remington of Nashville, Mich., was disclosed as the only American newspaperman ever to dine privately with the late
George V.
Milton Strauss, theatre financier, reports actual plans for new construction,
beyond those now under way, delayed by
business conditions . . . Wisper and Wetsman are meeting warm weather with a
new water cooler at their Roosevelt , . .
Construction on the new Harper Theatre
for W&W
is progressing rapidly, and the
house will be ready for fall opening by
present plans.
Mayor Richard W. Reading, a Variety
Club barker, leaped over a rail by royal
command, to be the first American to
meet the English King and Queen, in their
visit at Windsor.
J. H. Blecher is busy these days with
mannequins and wax figures for special
lobby and theatre front displays . . . Emil
Beck, complete with a Kansas sunflower,
was resplendent on the bridge of the S. S.

Eastern

States.

He’s

the Model
to Lake ranged
Huron.

the

man

Railroad

who

Club's

ar-

voyage

Joseph Bruzy, operating the Times
Square, is busy thinking up a new summer
policy for the house . . . W. J. (Pops)
Stolz is arranging a big midnight party at
the American Legion Home for Theatrical
Post’s annual installation.
Jean Chatburn, screen star, is back in
her home town of Hanover, Mich., for a
three-week visit with her aunt and uncle,
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Fowler . . . W. A. Warrick jr., has moved out of the city.
Al Ackerman is playing ping pong these
days with Dr. B. D. Welling, who is one
of the owners of the Alhambra Theatre.
Father Sam Ackerman is back into his
r outvie of squash games, following his long
sojourn in the south . . . Joseph Simon,
manager of the Delray Theatre, will continue on as manager of the house, instead of going to New York to manage a
Hungarian house there, as rumored.
Bill Flemion

is getting

in about

nine

ploiteer, have

a rendezvous

at Cliff Bell’s.

Dorothy LeMire of 20th-Fox office, off
on vacation, is forced to spend much of
her time doctoring that arm . . . Bill
Brown of the booking department, also on
vacation — and there are reports he may
become a benedict . . . Air conditioning in
the exchange is keeping
nice and cool.

Art Knapp’s

office

Georgia (Anna) Clark, the little philosopher of 20th-Fox, has some deep ideas on
reasons for matrimony — ask Art Knapp to
elucidate . . . Freddie Cassin has perfected a new way of pressing trousers.
Mac

Krim

has

“no” — try him.

a

He

new
and

way

of saying

Brother

Sol take

their “cokes” for these hot noontide refreshmnts. . . Herman Hagedorn, who
used to be with the Krims at the Granada
and elsewhere, now with the Hamtramck
Citizen, was around.
Edgar Lobdell, operating a lobby sign
service, is finding business way off these
days because of local strikes . . . J. G.
Kalec is producing industrial films of new

holes of golf after work almost daily —
that would run up around 700 for the
season . . . Joe Reich and Ralph Ruben are

machinery ,
campaigns.

taking stock to see
Avoirdupois Race.

Wisper and Wetsman have discontinued
a matinee policy, Monday through Friday,

who’s

winning

the

Al Dezel's eyes didn’t deceive him —
there were two Goldbergs there — Adolph
and Irving of the Redford and Royal Oak.
Those twins puzzle many of us . . . We
have been promised an exclusive preview
of J. Ollie Brooks accoutred as a chef.
Jack Ross, the genial Lansing exhibitor,
was in town mid-week . . . Roger Kennedy,
IATSE vice-prexy, was off to Tucson,
Ariz.. for a national board meet . . . Ed
King, business agent of the Stagehands,
just returned from eighth regional meet
at Akron, with Jimmie Murtagh and
Frank

Kinsora as delegates for the projectionists. Marty Shore and Pierce
Bradley of the union also went along for
the meeting.
Frank Yoshonis has formed a new Fordson Theatre Co., to operate his house of
the same name in Dearborn, with Mike
Prake, a newcomer to show business, but
a personal friend of his, as a partner. Victor Retty, a former partner in the house,
has withdrawn and is looking for a new
theatre.
Earl Hudson loses no time. When UDT
closed the United Artists, he promptly put
out marquee and door signs and posters
announcing “The Women,” with which the
house will reopen — sometime next August
. . . Littman’s Peoples Theatre was denied
a petition for reduction of tax assessment

to

be

used

in

eastern

sales

at the Roosevelt Theatre . . . Lloyd Hammond is busy judging the entries in Film
Fumbles contest, which is having its official premiere at the Roseville and East
Detroit theatres. All entries go back to
the studio, so that the theatre cannot
accused of partiality in judging.

be

Wallace Beery may attend the Circus
Fans’ Association national convention,
tentatively slated to be held here this
summer, Secretary F. L. Shaw advises . . ■
Edivard Hilke of the Perrien divided his
time between his theatre and bakery next
door.
Bill Schuttenhelm,

renovating

the Globe

plans to repaint the front and do other
improvements . . . His Dawn is badly
handicapped for the next few months by
the street being closed out front for
widening.

Theatrical Legion Post made
nual visit to St. Francis Home

their anfor Boys,

presenting school awards there . . . Pop
Stolz, parading with the Post, succumbed,
and
Commander
Jack Ferentz had to
“carry”
him.

Harold C. Lund, district manager of
Ross Federal Service, Pittsburgh, made a
short visit to the Detroit branch this week
. . . E. M. Saunders and W. F. Rodgers,
M-G-M
executives, were in town for a
brief visit.

by the city council.
Hangers on the marquee at the PalmsState Theatre, plugging the added attraction of the Baer-Nova Fight Film, were
ordered removed by the building inspector. Marquee at the P-S is lower than
average of downtown houses, accounting
for the removal . . . Fred C. Dickely, Altec
chieftain,

62

and

Bill Hendricks,

UDT

ex-

Harlan M. Starr reports Monogram's
two star salesmen, Clive Waxman and Lou
Greeiiley, are “going great guns” upstate.
Waxman got marooned for three hours
in a heavy rainstorm at Newaygo, when he
called on Harold Hedler of the Valley.
Jack
Brooks

Saxe

of

Monogram

of Butterfield

have
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mer cottage again over in Canada, up
near Belle River . . . John Dembeck,
M-G-M
he’s
want

booker,

vacationing

June

“really going places,”
to miss his Boxoffice.

and

doesn’t

Film Exchange baseball team didn’t
play this time, being rained out of that
game with Burroughs. They’re handsome
now in natty dark maroon uniforms,
trimmed in maroon. Donors of the baseball uniforms are: Harold Robinson, Hal
Burriss, Irving Belinsky, Arthur Robinscm,
Nat Haase, William Flemion, Jack Saxe,
George McArthur, W. J. Turnbull, Wisper
and Wetsman, Associated Theatres, Ray
Schreiber, Frank Lorenzen, Ray Moon,
Co-operative

Theatres,

and

Abolition of Duals,

Sentimenl Wide for

His Business Cure

Summer Closings

23, says

Ralph

Ruben.

Frank J. Downey’s 20th year with
M-G-M
is being celebrated in style. Enlarged head portrait of Downey is being
used in a car, on special stationery, publicity, and large lobby blowup as well . . .
Dorothy Brown of M-G-M
has returned
from a New York and Boston vacation.

Cleveland — E. E. Bair, general manager
in charge of the Valentine and Strand
theatres in Defiance, writes he read with
interest a recent article in Boxoffice in
which it was reported Cleveland exhibitors are holding a series of meetings to
discuss cures for present boxoffice ills
and he offers the suggestion that most of
the current boxoffice sickness is the result of playing double features.
“I am convinced,” says Bair, “that if
some leader had the nerve to crack the ice
and adopt single features and advertise
the fact intelligently, it would result in a
stampede of most of the others, not only
in Cleveland but nationally.”
Writing on this subject in one

of the

issues of his house organ, Bair said, “We
are inclined to believe that the persistent

Paul Field, formerly with the Artists
Service Bureau, has taken to selling
Buicks to the boys around the Film Building . . . damage and Rothstein have in-

adherence to double features can be attributed to competitive complications and

stalled complete new
equipment in the Avenue

Duals Into Two RKO
Columbus Theatres

air-conditioning
Theatre.

E. R. Custer to Lease New
House at Lewisburg
Lewisburg, W. Va.— A new 600-seat theatre to be called the Lewis, is under construction here by Yarid Bros., local merchants. Opening is expected around August 15 by E. R. Custer, who will lease
the house. Custer is building a new house
in Charleston, W. Va. and operates the
Custer there.
The new local theatre will have new
tile walls, brick front with colored and
structural glass, mosaic tile lobby, airconditioning, a marque with neon strip
lighting and silhouette sign letters.

Three Monogram Shifts
Made in Mideast Area
New York — Personnel changes in the
mideast territory announced by George
Weeks, Monogram general sales manager:
Clive Waxman
joins the Detroit sales
staff; Jack Withers replaces Jack Fineberg, resigned, on Cleveland’s sales force,
and W. J. Burns joins the Cincinnati exchange as a booker.

Columbus — RKO’s Palace and Grand,
first and second runs, respectively, have
inaugurated double features to continue
No change

in ad-

Bruzy Plans Singles
In Detroit House

is recognized as one of the most resourceful operators in the downtown area.

He tells Boxoffice he is considering a
single bill policy at reduced admission
prices. This would be the first consistent
single bill policy among houses in Detroit
proper, and would reduce film rentals
somewhat.
Bruzy believes there is enough patronage to support a single bill policy downtown. Many of his customers, he says,
come in for one feature only under the
present dual policy.
Bruzy recently tried out
quickly reverted to duals.

triples

but

James Mooney

to Cincy

cinnati branch office. James Mooney
leaves here the end of the week to join
Harry Bugie and Ray Frisz in servicing the
exhibitors of southern Ohio.

Cleveland — Off for Minneapolis by
plane to attend the National Allied convention were M. B. Horwitz, Jerry Steel
and G. W. Erdmann. Driving over were
Max Lefkowich of the Community circuit,
Myer Fine of Associated circuit, and
Ernest

Schwartz,

"Sentiment"
Doing

Fourth

Hollywood — Scott

"Wong"

Darling

will

script

“Mr. Wong at Headquarters,” fourth in
the Monogram sleuth series starring Boris
Karloff.
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president

land Motion Picture

for summertime

mixed “foreign” neighborhood. He said;
“Exhibitors would be smart to close up
their theatres for six weeks or so. There
is no use trying to prod people into theatres in the warm weather, and in a time
when they don’t have money, anyway.
Outdoor sports will get what money they
have at this time, and the rest of the time
they will just sit on the front porch.”
Edgar A. Kirchner, manager of

the

Family and an Allied leader, said: “Closing would be all right for us. However,
some of the operators who keep open at
least make enough to keep up their rent,
and

for that

reason

some

would

be

op-

man can’t do it by himself. But people
seem to think we have to produce whether
we are making money or not.
“The practical alternative to closing is
to reduce expenses 25 per cent, so that
operators could make a profit. Going
back through my 18 years in the show
business, there have not been over three

of the

Exhibitors

Vote Favors

them.”

Belle Isle Park Picnic
Planned

by Jacobson

Detroit — The Rainbow Theatre, operated by Jack Broder, will play host June
26 to 300 youngsters at Belle Isle Park.
Part of the event will be a 15-mile ride
each way in a taxicab.
A fleet of 35 cabs, donated by the Radio
Cab Co., with large banners advertising
the

theatre, and a police motorcycle
cort, will take the youngsters from

esthe

theatre, through the heart of the downtown district, out to Belle Isle.
This will be the third such yearly party
under

the direction of Manager Eddie Jacobson, who put it on last year for the

Majestic and the year before for the Capitol. The free picnic is the prize for the
first 300 youngsters at the boxoffice at the
Rainbow for the matinee on Saturday,

Off to Minneapolis
Cleveland — Milton A. Mooney, head of
Co-operative of Ohio, has appointed
James Mooney as third booker in his Cin-

Sentiment

really good years among

Detroit — A possibility that single bills
may be introduced in the territory for the
summer is disclosed by Joseph Bruzy,
operator of the Times Square Theatre.
Bruzy

—

posed to closing.”
J. G. Portel, circuit owner: “Theatre
operators would be a lot better off if they
closed up for the summer. Of course, one

not to public choice.”

throughout the summer.
mission will be made.

Detroit

closing is widespread among local exhibitors, current remarks indicate. Typical is
the comment of A. L. Rupert, who operates the little Rupert Theatre, a neardowntown spot in a largely colored and

Cleve-

Ass’n.

Skating

Madison, W. Va. — A “sentiment” vote
asked by the local council on Sunday
films and skating resulted in a 165 to 125
vote for movies and a 166 to 123 vote in
favor of skating.

June 24, and is a sure builder
for the house.

of goodwill

Special entertainment, races, and other
events will fill up the afternoon for the
boys and girls while at the park.

A Dispute Brews
Detroit — His right to hook exit doors
when the house is closed will be defended
in court if need be, according to J. G.
Portel, owner of the Virginia Theatre
here. Four forced entries within six weeks
into the theatre are blamed by Portel on
the Department of Buildings’ ruling,
which as a safety measure, has hitherto
forbidden him to hook the doors.
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Puzzle Uncovered
N. SHAPIRO
is resting at South
Shore Inn, North East, Pa., for the
next several weeks. Drop him a note . . .
Virginia Alexander has joined the Republic office staff for the summer, helping her dad, “Jim’ Alexander . . . The
Jules Lapiduses observed their 15th wedding anniversary . . . Jack Ellstrom, Mildred Krough, Margaret Schlereth, Rose
Tognetti and Ann Golomb of the 20thPox exchange were vacationing this week,
and Ira H. Cohn, manager, was in the
territory on business . . . Herb Dimling,
the Variety Barker, postcards from Hollywood. Mildred White, Joe Feldman’s secretary, is another Hollywood studio visitor.
Colonial Theatre, Buckhannon, featured an Old Time Fiddlers’ contest as its
contribution to the fourth annual Central
West Virginia Strawberry Festival . . .
Americanism Chairman Homer Chaillaux
has promised the
at Jackson’s Mill,
tures by a large
made of the 1940

“ citizens ” of Boys State
W. Va., that motion picHollywood firm will be
camp . . . Sylvia Zeizel

of the M-G-M exchange was on the sick
list this week . . . Musicians and stagehands were given their two-week notice
at the Stanley . . . MPTO wage committee
and IATSE committee have been in session, with no official announcement of reduced summer scale, but with a general
understanding that such action has been
taken.
Tony Vincent expects to be a grandpop
by the time this issue comes to your desk
. . . Local Paramount delegates to the Los
Angeles convention were expected back
on the job at publication date. Remodeling
of the exchange will be started within a
week or so and will include the installation of an air-conditioning system and an
office for E. M. Stuve, dean of the Men
of Paramount . . . Dick Lange is suffering with gout . . . Twenty-two Warner
theatre managers joined the Variety Club
Monday evening. The club will continue
Saturday evening open house parties.
It’s a boy at the Wenard Koughs . . .
And a girl at the John Lipsies . . . Following the holdover engagement of “The Mikado,’’ the Fulton will be closed for about
two months; while dark, the house will
undergo repairs . . . Barry and Casino
folded . . . Mort arid Art England’s “ The
Wages of Sin” and the pictures of the
Lou Nova vs. Max Baer fight moved into
the downtown State after a profitable
week at the Casino. Irving Dietz and

with the Comuntzis-Sallows banquet that
he says he has been petitioned to handle
all future testimonials, but “with a 10
per cent cancellation clause” . . . Lou
Engel, who is now handling Quality Premiums, was visited this week by Alvin Goodwin, one of the company’s
ficials.
Miss Mathilda

Kiel was

distributing

in charge

of-

of the

MPTO

office this week while Fred J. Herrington, secretary, participated in the Allied convention at Minneapolis . . . Danny
Davis, Lumberport, W. Va., exhibitor and
secretary of the I TO, is a third member
of the industry in the local territory who
is a service 40 and 8 man. Danny has
many

distinguished decorations, in addition to his arm tattoos. Frank Fairgraves,
Erie showman, and C. C. Kellenberg of

the 20 th-Fox staff, are other 40 and 8 ers
. . . Prepare for a flash from Joe Feeney.
He was seen in the Harrison County Court
House, Clarksburg , taking out a license.
And

it wasn’t

a dog license!

Eli Goldstein may be back in exhibition
sooner than you think. Having disposed of
the Paramount and New McClure Theatres, north side, a few weeks ago, he admits that he is after another house. After
more

than

25 years, the theatre

business

gets in one’s blood, says Eli. He hopes to
have an announcement soon . . . Bobby
Coyle entertained former Gov. John K.
Tener at his country estate near Charleroi.
Governor Tener was once a business partner with the well -liked showman . . . Announcement is made of the engagement
of Henry Sutton, manager of the WB Regent, and Miss Geraldine Leiber, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Leiber of Donora,
Pa. Groom-to-be is the son of Mrs. Mildred Sutton of New York City.
Orson Welles is featured at the Stanley
this week with the Coon-Creek Girls who
entertained the King and Queen of England at the White House. Next stage feature at the Stanley is the Blue Barron
orchestra . . . Monogram exchange is distributing Walter Futter’s “Dark
the local territory.

10 Years

Sands”

in

Ago

Pittsburgh

y^ARNER
week took

continued acBROS.
theatres Pictures
quiring
and ten years ago this
an even dozen houses in the

George “B” Josack are handling the fight
pictures at 1701 Blvd. of the Allies, and
report that a flock of bookings have come
in to the office . . . Evelyn Gerstein, here

tri-state area . . . Mayor Charles H. Kline
announced free shows in the city parks
on Sunday evenings . . . Ace Berry,

the other day exploiting “ Music School,”
was formerly a film critic in Boston.

Stanley circuit boss, baffled local detectives at a screening of “The Donovan

Lou

Marks,

exchange

student

at

the

M-G-M
office for several months, met
with an accident while playing baseball
Saturday. He’s laid up at Montefiore Hospital with a fractured leg . . . Mi-, and
Mrs. Richard Marks and Joseph Feeney
of the Marks Orpheum, Clarksburg, were
in attendance at the wedding of Charles
Francis (Pete) Wilson and Artis Lee Melhorn . . . Ike Sweeney was so successful
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Charles M. Johnson, exhibitor for a
Affair.”
quarter of a century, came in from Bolivar, Pa., to purchase sound equipment . . .
John Alderdice sold the South Hills Theatre, Dormont . . . Alice Ziegler threw a
birthday party for Hilda Wuenschel at
Jake’s . . . Popular daily WCAE radio program was Dick Powell’s “Pow-Wow Club.”
MPTO
petitioned distributors for a
more favorable protection system.

By Rosenleld
Rosenfeld

Pittsburgh —
David
trace his Independent
nearly

Display

could
Co. for

30 years, but all efforts to discover the founder of the business were

unavailing. Then he attended the silver anniversary dinner given in honor
of George P. Comuntzis
Sallows at Morgantown,
the

biography

and George
W. Va„ and

of Sallows,

printed

H.
in

in a

44-page souvenir program, he was
startled to read Sallows was one of
the founders of this company.

Building and Reopenings
Appearing

in Ohio

Cleveland — Outstate theatre activity is
led by construction plans calling for new
houses at New Philadelphia and Masillon,
and by two reopenings set for Ironton and
Georgetown.
The

new house proposed at New Philadelphia will be started by the Shea Theatrical Enterprises, who acquired a site
several months ago, according to E. C.
Grainger, general manager of the circuit.
Contracts for the construction of the
Masillon house will be awarded within the
next week. This theatre is being built by
the Skirball Bros, of Cleveland.
Earl Hewitt & Son, operators of a house
at Bethel, will, in a few weeks, remodel
and reopen the Arcade at Georgetown on
which they have taken a ten-year lease
from Mrs. Ida Purdum. At Ironton, the
South Side Theatre, operated very little
since 1937, is to be reopened as the Roxy
on June 20. The Hunter Theatre Co., of
Huntington, W. Va., has acquired the
house and will completely modernize it.

Arthur Lyday Re-elected
At Regional of IATSE
Akron, Ohio — Arthur Lyday, Indianapolis, was re-elected secretary for the
eighth consecutive term at the annual
regional IATSE convention here. The
three-day conference was attended by more
than 200 delegates and guests from four
tucky. Indiana, Ohio, Michigan and Kenstates,
John A. Shuff, chairman of the convention committee, introduced Harland Holmden, Cleveland, third vice-president, at
Sunday’s sessions. Speakers were Judge
Oscar Hunsicker of common pleas court
and

Robert Menches of the Liberty
atre, representing the exhibitors.

GuehL

The-

Quiter Collect

Pittsburgh — Francis

Guehl

and

Peter

Quiter

of the local New Universal exchange have collected the rewards of winning the recent short subject contest sponsored by their company.

Prepared

Wheeling

Plans

Wheeling, W. Va. — Kenneth G. Paxton,
local architect, prepared plans for the new
theatre under construction here for Chris
G. Velas. Brick, tile and steel building
will have a balcony and two store rooms.
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LOUISVILLE

No Stripling Distribution
Organization

Is Metro's

Detroit — Statistics, among other things,
presents some factual proof that the Metro
distribution staff in the territory is of
veteran stuff. The years of service put in
by the various filmites is here listed:
21 years — John E. Flynn,
manager.

Detroit,

district

19 years — Frank

J. Downey, Detroit manager: Saal Gottlieb, Pittsburgh,
salesman.

17 years — John

J. Maloney,
trict manager.

Pittsburgh,

dis-

M. Booth, Cincinnati manager; Frank D. Drew, Cleveland
manager; Burtus Bishop jr.,
Pittsburgh manager.

Campaign
lor "Chips"
Is
Big in Cleveland

QOL. ANNA BELLE WARD, Lexington,
Ky„ partner in the Ward-Elliott enterprises, has caught a “sho nuff” big fish,
and has certificates to prove it. The largest and most florid certificate is on parchment and bears a gold seal and the signature of the judges of the Fourth Annual
Fishing Tournament at Miami, Fla. This
is what

happened: Competing in the tournament, Colonel Ward combined a bit of
good luck with a certain degree of finesse
and skill to hook and bring to gaff a white
marlin weighing 80 M> pounds.

13 years — Edwin

12 years — John

S. Allen, Cincinnati, salesman; Jack Sogg, Cleveland,

salesman; John F. Morgan, Detroit, salesman.
11 years — Edwin H. Brauer, Cleveland,
salesman; Harry J. Sheeran,
Cincinnati, salesman; Floyd W.
Chrysler, Detroit, salesman.
10 years — Milton Brauman, Pittsburgh,
salesman; J. Milton Jacobs, Cincinnati, salesman.

Dan Cupid Parades Along
Filmrow in Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh — Filmrow’s bride, Betty
Murray of the Vitagraph exchange, led
Cupid’s parade in June. Following her
wedding Monday to Harry Finn, Betty
made a short stop in front of the exchange
building
moon.
On

before

starting

on

her

honey-

enterprises there. Three-feature attractions have been packing them in. Yep, three
features plus a couple of shorts, trailers
and advertising plugs. All for 10 cents.
Back on his feet again after a long illness, William L. Luckett, accompanied by
the Mrs., were in town for a chat with
W. E. Carrell at the Falls City Theatre
Equipment place. Luckett operates theatres
at Scottsburg, French Lick and Paoli, Ind.
He’s remodeling and doubling
capacity of his Paoli house.

William Probst of Univows with Ella Essel-

meyer.

William G. Serrao, Arnold exhibitor, and Mary E. Dentici, both of Kittanning, were married there Thursday.
They are honeymooning in Canada.
Announcement also is made of the engagement of Eli E. Kauffman of Independent Display Co. and Rose M. Rosenfeld.
He is a brother of the Universal manager
at Cleveland. Date of the wedding is
August 6.

View Business Men

the seating

Among other visitors seen in town were
Ira B. Dyer, owner of the Uptown at
Tompkinsville, Ky., and Louis Wiethe, who
owns the Latonia and Derby theatres at
Latonia, Ky., and the Bond Hill in Cincy.
. . . W. M. Quinn, Falls City Theatre Equipment executive, is on a two-week vacation.
A

Wednesday,
versal took the

West

The Orpheum, which falls into the
neighborhood house division in spite of its
proximity to downtown Louisville, has a
new policy. Double features are just small

doing

winning

Louisville

baseball

team

is

the boxoffices on Filmrow no particular good. Already the attendance at

the ball park — night

games,

too — has sur-

passed the total attendance for the club’s
entire 1938 season. Summer opera, too, is
going to add a little to the woes of the
Row.
Stanley Hand, New York, and Fred Dickley, Detroit, both of Altec, were here a
couple of days . . . The Switows are remodeling their Indiana at Salem, Ind., enlarging the place and looking to the ventilation system.

Building a 750-Seater

Switows’ Hi-Land, a new neighborhood
house here, will be opened within the next

Pittsburgh — The Air Conditioning and
Building Co. of Cleveland, Ohio, has
started work on a 750-seat theatre at 444
Perrysville Ave., West View. The theatre

few weeks . . . It’s wedding bells for Miss
Olive Ford, ticket seller at the Grand at
New Albany, Ind., just across the Ohio
from Louisville. She was wed a fortnight

is being erected for the Girard Real Estate Co., composed of West View business
men, who have leased the structure to
the Alpine Theatre Industries of Ohio.
Officials of the Girard company are H.

ago to Hersch Miles, Corydon,
ware merchant.

F.

Redembach, president; Robert Hamburg, secretary; Charles Zinsman, treasurer, and John E. Winter, solicitor.

Schaler Remodeling
Covington,

Ky. — The

Shirley, neighbor-

hood house owned by N. G. “Nick” Schafer, has been closed temporarily for extensive remodeling. Work, to be completed
in approximately 30 days, is by the theatre division of the F&Y Building Service,
Columbus. Total cost will exceed $25,000.
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Ind., hard-

Joseph Goldberg, Louisville, KentuckyTennessee representative for Big Feature
Rights, was in Indianapolis

for the screen-

ing of the revived William S. Hart “ Tumblewe ds” and “Mutiny on the Elsinore,”
both previewed by Indiana exhibitors at
special showings in Indianapolis.

New

Premium

Deal

Cleveland — F. Arthur Simon and M.
Jacobs of Lake Shore Sales Co. have acquired a new premium deal. It is a beverage set of 22 pieces and covers a maximum
of 16 weeks. The set consists of two
pitchers and glasses in three sizes.

Cleveland — In spite of an all-day temperature of 90 degrees and a terrific evening rainstorm, “Goodbye, Mr. Chips” opened at Loew’s State Theatre under a reserved seat policy to a capacity audience.
A

typical Hollywood opening was arranged by Manager Everett Steinbuck,
with moving pictures of the crowds in the
foyer.
The

“Goodbye, Mr. Chips” won
claim of the opening audience.
following

the ac-

day the picture opened

its

regular run at Loew’s State.
Charles Deardourff, M-G-M
publicity
man, and Everett Steinbuck, Loew State
manager, together staged an elaborate publicity campaign for this preview. The campaign included two contests. The Plain
Dealer offered cash prizes and tickets to
the show for the best proposals of marriage
submitted.

The Press and Loew’s State entertained at dinner at the Statler Hotel
those who submitted the best letters telling about teachers who had most influenced their lives. A ballyhoo man, entirely surrounded by a life-sized book

dupli-

cating the covers of “Goodbye, Mr. Chips”
paraded the business streets. Window displays of books were all around the town.
Several girls rode around town all day in
street cars and buses with open copies of
the
and

book “Goodbye, Mr. Chips.” Letters
telephone calls reached a selected list.

George Jennings to Helm
Ol Local 38 in Detroit
Detroit — Annual election of officers by
Local 38, IATSE, brought in the following
officers: President, George Jennings, Eastown Theatre; first vice-president, Clarence Apgar, of the Hollywood; corressponding secretary, Lester Hamilton, United Artists; secretary-treasurer, John Martin, Orchestra Hall; business agent, Ed
King (reelected) ; sergeant-at-arms,
Dwyer.
With

the exception

of King

and

John

Dwyer,

all officers also serve on the board. Jennings, Hamilton and King were elected
by acclamation.

George Wheeler Named
Salesman lor Columbia
Pittsburgh — George Wheeler has joined
the sales staff of Columbia, succeeding
Charles Kosco, resigned. Wheeler, here
formerly with Gaumont-British and Grand
National, is a brother of Hymen M. Wheeler, Republic sales representative.
Kosco becomes booker and buyer for
the 30-odd theatres which have been
merged under the management of Charles
Anderson.

Clark and Kramer Named
To 100 Per Cent Club
Los

Angeles — Membership in Paramount’s 100 Per Cent Club was accorded
to Vincent Kramer, Cincinnati salesman,
and Robert L. Clark, Pittsburgh ad sales
manager, at the annual convention here.
Bonuses and special insurance policies
also went to Kramer and Clark.
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MT517
MT518
MT519

ADVERTISING

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxotfice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety
Moving words projector

Air

conditioning

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516

plete
Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed

MT552
MT553
high

velocity

and FURNISHING

MT554
MT555
MT556
MT557
MT558
MT559
MT560
MT561
MT562
MT5
63

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533

MT536
MT537
MT538
MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543
MT544
MT545

AIR CONDITIONING

MT505

Air filters
Air diffusers,
Cooling coils

DECORATIONS

MT534
MT535

plants — com-

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge

MT564

Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings

MT569
MT570

Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous
colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental
Rubber seat upholstery
Rubber floor & wall coverings

MT550
MT551

lamps

SANITATION

Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers
Ultra

violet

lighting

Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge
Lighting

plants,

units

individual

MAINTENANCE

MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577
MT578
MT579
MT580
MTS 81
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT586
MT587

LIGHTING

Lumiline

MT588
MT589

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes
Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms, staff
Screen cleaning tools
Venetian blind cleaners

MT641
MT642
MT643
MT644
MT645

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum
Disinfectants
Deodorant
blocks
Insecticides *

MT646
MT647
MT648
MT649

Disseminators
Air purifiers,
Air perfumes
Air sprays

USE
YOU

WANT

THIS

COUPON

ISN'T LISTED, ASK FOR IT BY NAME

UNDER

"REMARKS’'

The MODERN THEATRE
Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.

6-17-39

Chicago, 111.

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items. (List Key Numbers Below).

Remarks:

Name
Theatre
City
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State

o/.one

MT650
MT651

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT652
MTG53
MT654
MT655
MT656
MT657

Hand
driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans
Plumbing fixtures
Toilet seats

SOUND
MT661
MT662
MT663
MT664
MT665
MT66G
MT667

Sound sy^ems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers
Condensers

MTG68
MT669
MTG70
MTG71
MT672

Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn

MT673
MT674
MT675
MT676
MT677
MT678

Lens assemblies, sound
Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

complete

PROJECTION

STAGE

IF WHAT

will find this

page a ready source of information on
products which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU.

Information on the following items may be secured by sending in the coupon.
Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed is wanted,
just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

•

MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499
MT500

Readers

MT591
MT592

Projectors, complete
Projectors, standard

with

MT593
MT594
MT595
MTo96

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

MT597
MT598
MT599
MT600
MT601
MT602

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MT603
MT604
MTG05
MT606

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

MT607
MT608
MT609
MTG10
MT611
MT612
MT613
MT614
MT615
MT616

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic

MT617
MT618
MT619
MT620
MT621
MT622
MT623
MT624
MTG25
MT626
MT627
MT628
MT629
MT630
MT631
MT632

Change-over devices
Slide projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers
Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

MT633

Rectifiers, magnesium-copper
sulphide

EQUIPMENT

sound
MT685
MT686

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MT688
MT689
MT690
MTG91

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MT692
MT693

Footlights
Switchboards

STRUCTURAL

picture

MATERIALS

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT70G
MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, viterous enamel
Fronts, porcelain enamel
Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719
MT720
MT721
MT722

Accounting systems
Change
makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers
Ticket issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff
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JOHN FORD EXPLAINS M&H THEATRES SETUP
AS MORSE-ROTHENBERG ACTION PROGRESSES
Two

Companies

A Corporation

Exist;

An Epidemic

and

Holding Firm
Boston — The

complicated

Maine

and

New

Hampshire Theatres setup was explained to the U. S. district court by John
J. Ford, circuit head, a® hearings on the
Morse and Rothenberg anti-trust case
continued here.
Ford, who has been general manager of
the Maine and New Hampshire circuit for
approximately the past dozen years, explained that there are two Maine and
New Hampshire Theatres companies, one
a
Massachusetts corporation and the
other, in Maine, a holding company. Ford
heads both concerns.
The

Maine

corporation,

organized

in

1919, “was the holding company,” Ford
explained. “It had interests in the various
theatres at that time operating in Maine,
New Hampshire and Vermont, and at that
time that company served the theatres in
that section of the country the same as
Maine and New Hampshire Theatres Co.
of Massachusetts now is doing.”
“Now,” asked Philip Hendrick, master
sitting on the case, “your method of operation is for each community in which you
have theatres to have a separate corporation for each situation or each locality?”
“They generally have separate interests,”
Ford said. “For example, in Augusta maybe 50 per cent of it is owned by local
interests and Maine and New Hampshire
may only have 50 per cent of that. That
is why it is necessary to have these different companies, because of the ownership of the stock.”
The master interrupted

at

this point

with, “I am not particularly interested in
that except on the general setup of each
locality having its separate corporation
operating in that locality. Whether you
have 50 per cent, or 100 per cent, or 25
per cent, that is the way
“Generally. There
tions to that.”

it is done?”

are one or two excep-

we have the Massachusetts corporation organized in 1929?”
“That is right.”
“And that corporation is the one which
does the buying and booking of films for

Other diverse court expeditions include the George Solomon suit concerning the
Charlestown Theatre situation, action oi Nat Haase against Federal Sales, Ascap
suits against Frederick E. Lieberman and others, Sam Haase real estate commission
suit against Morris Pouzzner,
Bank Night actions.

E. M.

Loew-AFL

corporations?”

“And appoints the managers
subsidiary theatres?” continued
ter.

for these
the mas-

“Yes, sir,” again replied Ford.
“The manager, in turn, hires his own
help and runs his own theatre, the manager being accountable
“Yes.”

to you?”

“All right. And

corporation?”

through

pressed

stock interest it

gets into the Maine corporation?”
“Its proportionate share.”
“That is what I meant when I said its
stock interest. The Massachusetts corporation, I assume, receives some fee or
service charge for its supervision, for the
work it performs?” queried
“Yes,” replied Ford.
Subsidiaries

Pay

“And in addition
ates two theatres

the Master.

for Services

to doing that, it operof its own in Fitch-

poration?”
“No, sir. They
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to that

par-

problems,

so

and

much.

numerous

Every

theatre

company pays me an agreed upon amount
each week,” explained John J. Ford.
“Do you receive anything from Maine
and New Hampshire Theatres Co., the
“Yes.”
Maine corporation?”
“Part

of your

salary

is paid

company, too, is it?”
“Part of my total salary, not

my

by

that

part

salary as general manager.”
“What is the compensation paid

of
you

by the Maine company for?”
“Services I perform for the company.”
“Yes.”
“As manager of the Maine company?”

“Yes. It receives nothing from Maine
and New Hampshire Theatres of Maine
burg?”
because they do no business for it.”
“I understand that, but there is a
charge made to the subsidiary corpora-

Ford, in reply
tions, said that
penses but that
thing. He said
by the different
concern paying
each week.

“That is right.”
“I think I understand the setup now.
tions?”
By what company are your expenses paid,

A disputed law arose when Ryan asked
Ford the name of the lessee of the Music
Hall in Lewiston which the Maine and

company.
Ford?”
Mr.“Each

New Hampshire Theatres Co. held by a 30year lease which began in 1919.
Upon the objection of John Spalding,

When

you say expenses,

you mean salary?”
“No. Say, travel expenses and things of
that kind,” questioned the Master.
“I don’t get any travel expenses. My
salary is based on covering everything.”
“All right. Then your salary is paid by
“By the different companies. Allied
Theatres
pays me so much a week, the
whom?”
Lewiston Union Co. pays me so much a
week, Maine and New Hampshire of

Boston May Expect
Seymour Kreiger
Boston — -Seymour
Kreiger, department of justice attorney conducting the
anti-trust

investigation

in

the

east,

is

expected to return to Boston within the
next few weeks. Kreiger indicated to
this publication, upon his former brief
visit here, that he would probably be
back

“Now, the profits, if any, from these
various companies go into the Maine cor-

picketing

Massachusetts
ticular company.”
“To the particular
Master Hendrick.
“Yes.”

“Then

all of its subsidiary
“Yes, sir.”

of Lawsuits

Boston-— New England has an epidemic oi lawsuits. Present anti-trust actions
include litigations oi Morse and Rothenbarg, A&W
Amusement
Co., Frank LePage,
Kenneth Gorham, C. F. Millett, Andrew Tegu, and Edmund G. Pollard.

said

to

conclude

a few

days

local

ago

contacts.

in New

his near future campaign
doubt include another Hub

York
would
trek.

He
that
no

defense

to George S. Ryan’s queshe received no travel exhis salary covered everythat his salary was paid
companies, each theatre
him an agreed amount

lawyer representing the Paramount Affiliated operating concern, Mas-

ter Philip Hendrick asked, “What bearing
has it on this case, Mr. Ryan?”
“It has a bearing on the intention of the
defendants to monopolize. One of the
methods sometimes used in monopolizing
is to acquire control of enterprises and
then

close them, keep them from operating, in order that no competitor may get
them. It has been well recognized in the
anti-trust laws as one of the signs of
monopoly, the acquiring of an interest or
acquiring of a property, and then scrap:ping it or closing it,” explained George S.
Ryan.
“I can assure your Honor that if we
are going to try out Lewiston and there is
going to be any inference drawn that
there was a monopoly there, we will have
to go in and try out the whole town of
Lewiston and have another anti-trust case
on here,” said Spalding. “That is all it is
going to mean on collateral issues. I think
we

are going pretty far afield. I will admit that I have not objected to a lot of
things that have gone in, in the past, but
(Continued

on next page)
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John Ford Explains
As Anti-Trust

M&H

vanced

Setup

from

preceding

I don’t think that forecloses me now
when we are getting into this other town,”
continued Spalding in his objection.
The Master stated that the witness had
testified that the Music Hall was under a
lease in 1919, with

a 30-year

lease, then

asked Ryan, “Do you expect to show by
some other evidence that he was wrong
about that, by getting the name of the
lessee? It is more or less a collateral issue, isn’t it?”
“No, it wouldn’t be a collateral issue because it is all under the control of this
particular circuit and, as I said, there is
decision after decision which points out — ”
The Master interrupted him with, “Yes,
I am familiar with that line, that that is
one

of the elements recognized, the purchase of a property and closing it, as being an element, but the question is how
far we want to go into that. You are asking me who is the lessee of the theatre. If
you have any thought in mind that you
will show that this was contemplated 30
years ago, or 20 years ago, that they were

going

to effect

a

monopoly

Name

asked

Ryan.

of Lessee

“No, I shouldn’t think so. I would like
to find out further the name of the lessee,

Suit Goes On

page)

the Master

Wants

and

find out further the number
tres in Lewiston that are being

and
(Continued

to me?”

against

from

whom

the

of theaoperated

theatres

were

ac-

Mr.

Morse in 1930, it might be material.”
“It is not only to effect a monopoly
against Mr. Morse, but an intention to effect a monopoly in every situation where
they could, and we expect to show that they
have been generally successful, with very
little competition, and that their competition has in a number of places been crushed out, including what has been done in
Portsmouth,” Ryan argued. “In other
words, it is a part of a scheme or plan of
this particular company and one of the
things that it will do in order to eliminate
competition is to, in some way or another,
get rid of a competing theatre, one way, of
course, being to buy it.”
“Excuse my interruption, but granting
all that, you have in evidence now that
they have had control of that theatre
since 1919 and will have control of it until 1949, and that in 1929 they closed it,”
injected Master Hendrick.
“Before this conspiracy, on any theory,
began,” broke in the defense attorney.
“Now, haven’t you got all that you require there, for what you have now ad-

“Well, as I said, the witness has testified that the company has been in control of the theatre now for 20 years, with
ten
more years to go, and it has been
quired.”
closed for ten years. How much further
do you want to go on that in furthering
the contention that you make, because it
opens up a wide field. I can see that if
I permit you to go into the matter of the
lessee that in response to that we can go
into many other conditions there.”
“I think that is so, and I think in these
anti-trust cases that is one way, perhaps,
in which you might say they are distinct
from

other cases. In other cases sometimes the issue is confined strictly to one

particular situation, but where the antitrust laws are involved it has always been
considered proper to show a
conduct, to show the methods

course of
by which

property has been acquired, the methods
by which power has been obtained, and
the methods in which the power is exercised. Those are perhaps the strongest
elements in connection with any claim of
“I am agreeing with you on all that
monopolizing.”
proposition. The point I am trying to
get over, is, how far do we want to go
in that line of inquiry? That is all. I
think

JT’S
set and
on theHomer
way — Downey
the annual
Film
District
outing.
of RKO
is in charge, and it looks like a big time on
August 3 at Rustic Inn, Lake Quanipaug.
Watch for further details.
John Hesse back at his managerial desk
at the Roger Sherman, New Haven, June
12, and Edward Lynch returned from the
New Haven house to the Warner, Bridgeport, after a pleasant six-week change of
scenery for each.
Bob Russell and Nat Rubin, of the LoewPoli, New Haven, were quick to tie in a
personal appearance of Louise Platt at the
theatre on opening night of “Tell No
Tales,” co-featured with “It’s a Wonderful
World.” Miss Platt is doing a season of
strawhat at the Chapel Playhouse in Guilford and consented to talk from the stage
for a few minutes at the 8:40 break. About
20 slingers of printers ink and a few managers were invited to dine with the actress,
Harry F. Shaw, division manager, and Matt
Saunders, acting publicity head here.
WELI broadcast an interview with Miss
Platt directly from the Taft . . . Russell
and Rubin received honorable mention in
the Loew-Down for this one.
Recent

storm

extinguished

the lights at

the Warner, Torrington, and lost the evening show for the house . . . Considerable
trouble with lights, because of the storm,
was also experienced at the New Bantam,
two

nights after opening. The New Bantam is reported one of the most attractive
modern smaller houses in the state, and all
the credit goes to Mrs. Joseph F. Reed, who
conceived the decorative scheme and directed its execution.
Sal Adorno

68

of Middletown

is proceeding

rapidly with completion of his 750-seat
airdrome theatre, in spite of restraining
and damage suit of Franklyn Arrigoni and
the Middlesex Theatre, Inc., and plans to
open June 24.
Marge Levine, of the Strand Amusement,
Bridgeport Levines, is engaged and wearing a beautiful sparkler . . . Steve Panora
of New Milford and Stafford Springs spots
celebrities in his 20 th Century, New Milford oudience frequently , among them Irene
Rich, who has an estate at Candlewood
Lake. Leopold Stokowski, who owns a
$25,000 farm nearby, and Wallace Beery,
who visits.

you are entitled to that line of inquiry under the cases. There is no question about it. But where the ramifications of the thing stop is what I am try-

ing to point out,” stated the Master.
“I suppose it is hard to draw a line as
to where we are going to stop, but in this
particular situation, as I said, what I have
in mind now is the name of the lessee from
whom the property was obtained, and the
existing theatres

at the time of the acqui-

“Are you going to limit your inquiry
just to that, as to the name of the lessee
whom
sition.”they hired from?”
“That is what I have in mind.”
“And then what other theatres there are

Emanuel Panoras, once in the theatre
biz with his father, is now doing art photography in New York, and has been a

in “At
the that
town?”
time, and at the present time.”
“I will let you go as far as that, limit-

daddy these seven months . . . Lester Lockwood, brother of Arthur, will operate a
summer stock venture in a remodeled barn
at Canton, Conn. . . . Bill Canelli, RKO
salesman, has bought a lot on Rochford
Ave., Hamden, and will build a home . . .
George Weber has gone agricultural . . .
Bob Follette, head of the National Screen
Accessories frame department, was a visitor in town . . . Mrs. Deitz made A1 a
surprise visit last week.

be

One

of the finest gestures

of a theatre

office was

to come

out

the special screen-

ing of “Goodbye. Mr. Chips’’ for Robert
Donat’s parents at their mink and fox
farm in Bethany, by Harry F. Shaw and
Matt Saunders, of the Loew-Poli division
office here. Mr. Donat sr. is bedridden.
Shaw secured Nicholas M. Schenck’s own
portable equipment and the print which
he had reserved for a party at his home
(Continued

on

page

72)

ing it to that. I don’t think that would
very objectionable, in view of the

testimony
Master.

that

is already

in,” stated

the

“I would like to note my objection to
that,” pushed Spalding.
“Yes. Mr. Spalding’s objection will be
noted and his rights reserved. Now, if
you

will answer

the question,

the question

being: ‘Who was the person from whom
the company leased the theatre origin“The

owners

finally was

able

of

the

property,”

to answer.

“The

Ford
Union

“When you first became familiar with
the theatre situation in Lewiston, how
Realty.”
many
theatres
ally’?”
asked
George
S. were
Ryan. there operating?”
“Just

a

minute,”

Spalding

broke

in

again, addressing the Master, “I assume
my objection goes to this line of inquiry,
without renewing it every time?”
“No,” Hendrick replied, “I shouldn’t
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think

it would

cover

Permit

Question

on

Rumford

Another important ruling was reached,
a few minutes later, along a somewhat
similar line, when Spalding objected to
questioning on the theatre situation in
Rumford, Me., claiming, “a suit has been
brought at Rumford, and I do not think
we

ought
The

to use this proceeding

to dis-

cover facts in connection with that suit.”
Master retorted that he could not

take “judicial notice of that suit,” a $100,000 anti-trust litigation brought by George
S. Ryan in behalf of Edmund G. Pollard.
“It is in this court, your Honor,”
ing said.

Spald-

“It has never been brought to my attention except so far as I heard it out in the
corridors,” Hendrick replied.
“You do not deny it, do you, Mr. Ryan?”
Spalding asked.
“I do not think the question of whether
a theatre has been open or closed over a
period of time would be a matter of crucial
interest in the other suit to the extent that
it would

McLaughlin Nominated
To Head Legion Post

the entire line, Mr.

Spalding.”
“I’ll object as we go along then.”
“Because at some time we may depart
from that,” the Master explained.
“All right,” said Spalding. “I object.”
Ford, told to answer the question, said
that he went into the operating concern
in 1922. There were four theatres in the
Bates College city.

be prejudicial

to the defendant

in discovering the fact now,” said Ryan.
“I will permit the witness to answer the
question,” said Hendrick.
Ford’s answer on how long his firm had
operated the Rumford house was contained in five words: “Approximately three
or four years.”
“When was it opened up?” asked Ryan.
“I would say that was opened in 1934
or 1935,” Ford opined.
“Was it opened up shortly after another
exhibitor started to operate a theatre
there?”
Ford replied in the affirmative,
same time that Spalding objected.

Giveaways

Penetrate

Boston — Walt Disney was given a plug
here at the 26th annual convention of the
Northeastern Dental Society. Children

Boston — William H. McLaughlin was
nominated without event, as had been expected, as commander of the Theatrical
Post of American Legion at a meeting last
week. Harry Aaronson, manager of the
Scollay Square section in Boston, became
senior vice-commander. Alden Kenney
stepped into line for a future post commandership, with his uncontested nomination for the position of junior vice-commander.

making their first visit to the dentist’s
office might
well be given Disney’s
“Dopey,” with the other six of the seven
dwarfs to be presented on succeeding visits.
Dr. Fred H. Rogers of the Forsyth Dental
Infirmary told close to 1,600 delegats.
The awards would not be in the form of a
bribe but rewards for good behaviour, Dr.
Rogers said, adding, “the dwarfs are the
best assistant that any dentists could engage in his office to allay the fears of

Marcel Mekelburg, Grand National manager, was renominated as finance officer.
Sam Levine, GN booker, was assured of
again becoming sergeant-at-arms. Ralph
Wormhood was put up as adjutant. Major Patrick F. Healey, state film head, and
Kenneth Forkey, circuit owner, were named
as delegates this summer to the state legion
convention. Harry Aaronson and Alden
Kenney are alternates.
The only competition to date lies in the
selection of the executive board, with four

children.”

Advertising Gambling
Killed by N. H. House
Concord, N. H. — Without
house of representatives has

Bill

debate, the
killed a bill

introduced by Rep. David O’Shan of Laconia which would have prohibited “all
advertising of gambling in any of its

members due to be selected from the present crop of Major Healey, Ken Forkey, Carl
Foster, Dr. Nathan L. Fineberg, and Carl
Goodwin.

The measure, which was reported unforms.”
favorably by the judiciary committee, provided for imposition of a $1,000 fine or
six months’ imprisonment,
victed violators.

Elections will be held in the fall. Nominations will be in order again at that time.

or both for con-

Angeline Money

Callahan

Boston — Jeremiah

Callahan

has

Has New

re-

placed Robert Murray, resigned, as salesman at the local Monogram exchange.

Oj)'f

cO

,

3C

W,

at the

“Can I get a ruling on that, your honor,”
the defense counsel requested.
“The answer and the objection
very close proximity, however,

r°b

came in
we will

disregard that,” replied the Master.
He later allowed the question
answered.

J** /

un-

P,

4

“Did you find that in the state of Maine
and New Hampshire, at least, the foreign
product wasn’t good boxoffice attraction?”
the plaintiff attorney asked the theatre
man.
“Those we played were all right, Mr.
Ryan. We don’t play many of them.”
“Have you eliminated the foreign pictures because you felt they weren’t good
boxoffice attractions?”
“No,” said Ford. “My policy has been
that if it is a question of displacing an
American-made

picture

for

a

foreign-

made picture, I won’t use a foreign -made
picture irrespective of its boxoffice quality.”
“Speaking of the boxoffice powers of
product,” Ford said: “From my experience in the business, I find that it has
been a cycle. One year one company has
them. It might be for two years, three
years . . . then the other company, and
so on.”
“Since

-

Make

a COOL
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with

W

Profit this Summer

-EVERYTHING FROM FANS TO REFRIGERATION—
WHATEVER IS BEST FOR YOU!

JL
CAPITOL THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY
%A NEW ENGLAND ORGANIZATION
NEW ENGLAND EXHIBITORS
28-50 PIEDMONT

you have been connected
(Continued on next page)

Job

Boston — Angeline A. Maney, former Olo*
cal motion picture publicity woman, is now
with the forestry division of the U. S. department of agriculture.

Replaces Murray

STREET

•

BOSTON.

FOR j
MASS.

Ford Testifies as

PORTLAND

M&R Suit Moves
(Continued

from

preceding

^yiTH warm weather at hand
theatres opening over the
page)

the company,” Ryan pressed, “has it been
the policy of the company, where possible,
to get a closed town?”
“The only places that I know of since
I have been connected with the company
that they have gone into a town, they
have been closed towns.”
“Where are those places?”
Ford mentioned Fitchburg and
Closed

Towns

"Nice

Malden.

Situation”

“Have you found it is desirable in the
operation of theatres to have a closed
town?”
“I think
smiled.

it’s a

nice

situation,”

Ford

“Why is it a nice situation?”
“I think it is a nice situation.”
“What are its advantages as compared
with a town that is not closed?”

“I don’t know, I say it is a good situation. It is very difficult to give a definite
answer

to a thing of that sort.”

"Can’t you tell us any of the advantages
of a closed town?”
“No.”
“Would you say that in a closed town
you are in a better position to buy product?”
“No. definitely no.”
"Do you mean that in a closed town you
are not- in a better position to buy product
than in a place where you have some
theatre that may be competing for the
product

with you?”

“No, sir; that has not been our experience. We seem to pay the same prices for
film whether the town is closed or not.
For instance, in a place like Livermore
Falls, a place of 3,000 and a closed town,
we pay exactly the same price for films
as we do in Fitchburg.”
The subject shifted to exclusive buying
when Ryan asked Ford if it would be to
his advantage to prevent a subsequent-run
theatre from securing subsequent-run
bookings of major pictures which Maine
and New Hampshire Theatres Co., was
using.

"I haven’t tried to prevent anybody
from securing subsequent-run pictures,”
Ford stated.
“Do
asked.

you

mean

“I do mean
vehemently.

“Haven’t

you

that, Mr.

that,”

tried

to

Ford?”

Ford

buy

Ryan

runs?”
“Positively,” Ford asserted.
“And if you bought exclusive runs
wouldn’t that prevent a competitor from
getting a subsequent run?”
“That is a horse of a different color. I
am asking for something. I am not taking any steps to prevent the other fellow from selling them.”
“When you ask for exclusive runs in
your situation, Mr. Ford, aren’t you demanding them rather than asking them?”
“I am asking for them.”
“Wouldn’t you say that the asking is
doing something to prevent the other man

70

season’s influx of tourists, which always
spells money to exhibitors and merchants
alike, is at last under way. To greet them
and to compete for their trade, local firstruns have erected 24-sheets at strategic
points along the principal highways. The
State Theatre is also using a Saturday
morning radio program over WCSH
to
interest them in scenic and historical spots
in Maine and, at the same time, the
pictures they are showing. The theatre has
adopted the slogan, “The Friendly Theatre”
for use on their “Request Time” program.
Mrs. Osa Johnson, wife of the late Martin Johnson, visited here briefly en route
to Canton, Me., where she competed in a
bass-flying tournament with numerous
male experts. Last reports had her leading
in the three-day contest . . . Bill Freiday,
York Harbor exhibitor, and Mel Morrison,
manager of the Strand, Dover, crossed
paths in Dover recently.
Edward Side of the Lobby Display Frame
Corp. has installed new frames at the
State . . . J. T. Loftus and A. J. Moreau,
district M&P
manager, returned Friday

from

getting

a

subsequent-run

of

that

“What the distributor does after I ask
is
another problem. You ask me what I
product?”
am“Would
doing.” you feel it was to your advantage in a financial way to be able to get
exclusive runs of major product?”
The answer was in the affirmative.
“You

feel that

business
“Yes.”

that

considerably,

would

do you

help

your

not?”

“And you feel it would correspondingly
hurt the business of your competitor, do
“That I don’t know.”
you not?”
“Well, you have in the course of your
business bought the major pictures because you felt they were the best boxoffice
entertainment available, have you not?”
Ford again replied in the affirmative.
“And if a competitor were deprived of
a subsequent-run of those pictures, he
would be deprived of the best pictures
that were available to let him make some
money
“That

in his house,
tinued Ryan.

"Through''

Ryan
any
the

wanted

he not?”

I am

con-

not the com-

his conditions.”

Although

to know

Paying

if Ford

had

kept

theatres closed because he felt “that
theatre which you closed, if it remained open, would injure the business of

the other theatre.”
“No,” Ford said.
very

would

I don’t know.
petitor. I don’t know

answered

exclusive

and stock
state, the

definitely proves

theatres closed.”
“You have kept

“I think
that

several

we

our

history

don’t

theatres

keep
closed

over a period of years, have you not?”
“Well, because, like in Lewiston, another
theatre opened up, but we had the same
number of theatres.”
“You have kept the theatre closed in
Portsmouth quite a number of years, have

you

not?”

from

a swing through Vermont . . .
piness and good luck to Margaret
ford, affectionately known to the
as “Peggy,” who will give up her
as cashier at the State to become

HapSeytrade
post
Mrs.

Paul

Wiley on September 18. Wiley is employed with Si-Mi in Boston. A linen
law.
shower was given Peggy by her sister-in-

Mrs. Harry Botwick and daughter, Lennye, are in New Haven for a few weeks
with relatives. They will be joined by
Harry about June 24 . . . Chelsea Waldron,
State Theatre projectionist, attended the
four-day convention of the AFL at Madison, Wis., from June 13 to 16. Waldron is
the official delegate for Local 458, MPMO.
The Garrick Players of Kennebunkport
will open their ninth summer season of
stock July 4, with Phillip Barry’s comedy,
"Holiday.” The annual Booth Tarkington
Drama Festival is scheduled the first two
weeks in August. Cowan Griffith is directing the Players, among whom are Diana
Cheswick, Rodney Creede, Walter Reed
Smith, A. Bert Enion, Muriel Pearce and
Wyman

“Yes,

Pendleton.

ever

since

legitimate

shows

went

“And you have paid rent on that theatre over a number of years, have you
“Yes.”
“And you are continuing to pay rent
for that theatre when there is no obligation on you to pay rent for any extensive
out.”
“Right.”
period
of time, are you not?”
not?” you kept that theatre closed be“Have
cause you didn't want any competitor to
get hold of it?” pressed Ryan.
“No. We leased that theatre first for 15
years, and we ran that for legitimate
shows, and it went along very nicely until
vaudeville and things of that sort went
out. Then we had to abandon it as an
“You paid the rent on that theatre as
aoperation.”
matter of good business, did you not?”
“Yes.”
Ryan asked shortly afterward.
“You

wanted

to make

sure

tre didn’t get into somebody

that

thea-

else’s hands,

“We did not. As a matter of fact, the
did you Mr.
not?”
owner,
Hartford, was notified that we
were all through with the theatre and if
he wanted to get rid of it to go ahead and
do it. I believe at that particular time
they were building a church and we had
arranged with the church that they could
hold their services there every Sunday,
and we told him as soon as that was
through
“And

he could do as he pleased with it.”
as a result of your telling him

that, did he do anything about it?”
“I think he did. I am not sure. I understand that he called on Mr. Morse. I am
not sure of that.”
“And since that time, even after you
told him that you were through with the
theatre, you have been, shall I say, kindhearted enough to continue to pay him the
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“No.”
rent on the theatre?”
The reply was affirmative.

or Bank Night or something
continued Ryan.

“Sort of doing the owner of the building a favor, would you say that?” pressed
Ryan.
“Well, I think any time you pay an
owner his rent you are doing him a
pretty good favor, yes.”
Ryan wanted to know if any Maine and
New Hampshire theatres used giveaways
of the premium nature.
“No,” stated Ford.
“Have any of your theatres used any
other forms of giveaways?”
“As giveaways are understood in the
trade, no. We have had tieups, for example, with a cooking school run by
either

“We

do not

use Bank

had what might
answered Ford.

of that sort?”

Night.

We

have

be called

‘cash

night’,”

“Yes.” night, on the Bank
“Cash

Night

order?”

“That is, you gave a certain amount of
cash each week to the winner of a lucky
number, and the lucky number was drawn
on “Yes.”
the stage?”
“You
have

have

you

done

that

in

“You

have

done

localities,
have you
“One locality.”
“Where?”
“Rumford,

it in a number

of other

not?”

Me.”

“From the fact that you have had it in
one locality, I assume you felt it was a
proper business practice to have it in a
theatre if the management so desired?”
“I think it is the worst business that
was ever tied up with. I think, to use an

Portsmouth,
expression,
it ‘stinks’.”
“Why have
you used

not?”

it in Rumford?”

the newspaper or the power company. They will furnish those things

and

get the people to come to the cooking school. We have nothing to do with
them, though. The things are given away

at our theatre by the cooking school.”
“Occasionally — I have not done it for
some time — there will be a tieup with a
candy company, we will say Sky-Bars, as
an illustration, and they will come to us
and say they will give us a thousand or
500 Sky-Bars to give to the children at
the children’s matinee.
“Take Philco, for example. When they
were putting on a campaign for their

Leonard

“Do

you

feel that

was

a

means

business

when

he visits our offices. He said, "I haven't got
time to pose." That didn't phase us, because we shot Len as he was figuring out
some dates in his little black book. He is
now connected with the State Theatre in

radios, they will select theatres throughout the country — and our theatres have
been selected by them — and they will run
some kind of a campaign, and the radio
will be given away at our theatre,”
explained at some length.

Goldberg

Quincy- Although he used to be a sales
manager in the textile field, he has been in
the exhibitor end of the movie industry for
the last decade, changing connections when

Ford

fair business

practice?”
“It has never been considered otherwise
in the business, so far as I know.”
“Do you make any distinction, ethically
or morally, between the giveaway which
you have described and the giving away
of those premiums to each female patron

the bottom dropped out of the cotton market. Len is mighty proud of his two children
and carries their pictures in his billfold. He
says he gets his greatest recreation
playing

while

pinochle.

of a show?”
Interprets

Giveaways

“Yes. The Code Committee, basing it on
what their explanation of it was, thought
that anything that theatre does which in
effect reduces the admission price, is a
giveaway. We were not in any way reducing our admission price, as far as we
were concerned, irrespective of whether
the power company gave away a stove or
the Philco gave a radio. Our admission
price was. just the same.”
“You make a distinction between them
on the fact that with the china giveaway
the theatre pays for it and with this
Philco and other giveaways the company
with whom you have the tieup gives it
away?”
“I make the distinction on anyone, because you are reducing your film prices
below those published. In the other case
you are not. That is what the Code Committee has provided, as I recall, and
brought it out very forcibly.”
“Premiums were never prohibited by
the Code, were they?”
“They were negatively prohibited in
that, as I recall the Code, it said if the
majority of theatres in a community got
together and agreed not to use premiums,
then the other theatre would have to stop
giving premiums.”
“Have any of your
giveaways?”
“Yes.”

“You

have
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theatres

had

cash

Our next subject, Theodore Shaps, while not connected directly with the
industry, knows a great deal about it. Shaps is our auditor. We caught him
smiling, because he hadn't looked over our books yet. However, he really
takes things seriously. In fact, Teddy has lost much of his hair worrying
about the delinquent accounts which we carry. He
run a little longer. He's having a tough
time of it." Or else he says, “Bill's good for
his money. He's got a mortgage due, so
don't press him right now." Teddy is a conscientious fellow who does a swell job for
us and the many theatres whose work he

of cash
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night

bill

handles. He's a great club man in his spare
time and belongs to the American Institute
of Accountants and the Massachusetts Society of C.P.A.'s.

k

k

k

Stunt Pilot," second in the popular Tailspin Tommy series, is nearing completion.
From our experience with the first picture
based on this comic strip, you had better
get your dates ready for this film. Here's
a little reminder on the third Boris Karloff
picture, "Mr. Wong in Chinatown,"
is due here within a few weeks.

which

Steve

Monogram
39 CHURCH

form

tells us, "Let Bob's

STREET

Broidy

Pictures, inc
BOSTON

continued Ryan.

Dorothy Stone, etc. . . . Guilford so far
announces “Tovarich” with Elissa Landi
and ‘‘Let the Mare Run” with Esther
Ralston.

“To meet competition,” countered Ford.
Trade definitions entered into the testimony.
Ryan asked if a first and second-run
policy, used at one time by Ford at the

Lou Schaefer used 15,000 inserts in
Emanuelson’s bread and roll deliveries as
a tie-in on “Invitation to Happiness.”
Windows were secured in several leading

Olympia in Portsmouth, is “rather an unusual policy in the industry?”
“To my knowledge, I started a policy like
that at the Fenway Theatre, way back in
1925.”
“A first and second- run
“Yes, sometimes known
a bastard policy.”
“They sometimes refer
policy, too?” pressed the
torney.

policy?”
in the trade as
to it as a trick
prosecuting at-

“I never heard of the trick end of it,”
Ford protested.
Spalding objected again when Ryan
brought the questioning around to Rumford, Me.
“I assume that the objection is because
it deals with Rumford, is it not?” asked
Master Philip Hendrick.
“Well, on the theory of collateral issues,” said Spalding. “I mean, if they
are going to show that we opened it (the
Arcadia Theatre) for some particular reasons and are going to argue from that, we
might have to show all sorts of facts to
explain that away.”
“I think they are entitled to go into
that, Mr. Spalding,” Hendrick concluded.
“It may be unfortunate that you might
have to spend some time on it, but I
think they are entitled to it.”
Maine and New Hampshire Theatres Co.
protection schedules, so-called, have figured importantly in the testimony to date.
Ford, in discussion of these, was asked by
Ryan if the sending of the documents
“would have the effect of reserving for
your use all the product of all the major
distributors in certain localities?”
“I don’t know why you limit it to
majors,” Ford said. “This is a routine letter, a form — call it anything you wish —
gotten up and sent out to every distributor, even the smallest of them. They all
get it. It is merely a notification to them
that when we buy pictures we are asking
them to do this for us. Now, they may
not do it for us and evidence shows definitely they haven’t done it for us. To me
this is just the same as sending a notice
out to a man, saying, I am going to be in
the market for a thousand bags of Atlas
cement, but they must have cloth bags
instead of paper bags. That is the only
way I can compare it, for routine purposes,” answered Ford.

Hi Teich on Business
Group's Directorate
Boston — Hi Teich, head

of the Four

Star

Program Co. on Winchester Street, represents the motion picture industry on the
board of directors of the Smaller Business
Ass’n of New England. Teich was recently
elected to the board, whose roster includes
many of the more prominent business figures in this territory.

Honor

Germaine

Los Angeles — Henry Germaine, New
Haven salesman, was named a member of
Paramount’s 100 Per Cent Club at the
company convention here. He also received a bonus and insurance policy.

72

stores, and Kresge’s used 10,000 imprinted
bags. A special midnight screening for a
representative cross-section of the town,
led off the stunts . . . Bob Russell got the
Register to underline the Tarzan funnies
daily for a few weeks with the “Tarzan
Finds a Son” picture announcement, and
pasted labels on the Sunday Register fullpage funnies.

At Coast Meet —
William, Henry, Paramount player,
with three members of the trade from
New England at the Paramount convention in Los Angeles. To the right
of Henry, and then clockwise around
the table: Joseph Stark, Kansas City
salesman; Tom Thornton, ad sales
manager. New Haven; Jack Brown,
ad sales manager, Boston, and Paul
Broderick, booking manager, Boston.

Troubles of a theatre manager: Picture
Bob Russell trying to pacify the little monkey he used in his lobby corner display on
“Tarzan Finds a Son,” when after performing nobly all week on some bars and
cocoanut palms, he was suddenly confronted with a stuffed leopard and other jungle
adjuncts. The monkey clung so to Bob that
plans for the Louise Platt party at the
Taft almost went by the board.
Lou Wechsler all aglow about five “big
summer releases” for UA . . . George Rabinowitz has new M&P bookings for “Man
of Conquest” at the Capitol, New London,
and Empress, South Norwalk; Warner, at
the Capitol, Ansonia; Saybrook and Madison, and Capitol, Middletown, all in June

(Continued

from page 68 )

for the event. James Fensore, projectionist, assisted by Ralph Mauro of the LoewPoli, Bridgeport, worked for three hours in
the afternoon getting the equipment into
place and ready for the evening screening,
with a miniature screen erected against
one of the barns. At the end, Harry Shaw
promised to repeat the special screening
when the young actor’s next picture was
released. “If you do,” said the father,
‘‘that will give me something to live for.”
Some 30 newspaper men from all the towns
along the Poli circuit were invited to have
supper at the Hotel Taft first and go by
bus to the farm for the screening. The
thousands of inches of space which resulted ieven the notably difficult Register
wrote a glowmg article) not only heralded
the picture, but the event.
Reports have it that negotiation is under way for the purchase of the Lily Theatre, Plainfield, leased by Henry Fontaine
. . . The Smiths will reopen the 350-seat
Tower, Walnut Beach, on July 1, operating
it full time in addition to the Colonial . . .
Howard Johnson, son of the exhibitor and
premium man, Adolph Johnson, has been
selected by the National AAU as one of a
team of four nationally outstanding collegiate swimmers and one diver to tour Ecuador and Peru for two months. Others invited are Fick, Flannagan, Medica and
Patrick . . . Dick Schaefer, son of Lou
Schaefer of the Paramount, has completed
his freshman year at Holy Cross and returned to his home here for the summer.
The Stony Creek summer theatre will
open for its 11th season under William Castle’s management . . . Clinton is among
first to open its strawhat June 26, with a
tentative lineup of guest stars including
Edward Everett Horton, Glenda Farrell,
Ruth Chatterton, Kay Francis, Lily Pons,

. . . Columbia screened “Clouds Over
Europe” for visiting exhibitors at the Fox
projection room.
The State, Hartford, offers free toys to
children Saturday matinee until 5 p. m.
. . . Middlesex Theatre, Middletown, tied
up with the Hobby Shop to distribute army
and navy gliders to boys at the “Only Angels Have Wings” Saturday matinee . . .
Lou Phillips of Modern has a foolproof
method of guessing whether or not you are
left-handed . . . This and that on the curb
on Meadow St. invariably leads back to the
same subject — busmess is bad.
Junior Motion Picture Councils in the
New Haven public schools will hold the
third part of their fourth annual symposium on motion pictures as a presentation and discussion of newsreels, documentary and instructional films, before the
close of school. Adults are invited to hear
the
films. students’ criticism and analysis of
Along with the numerous attractive RKO
mailing pieces comes one welcoming exhibitors and others in the trade to the 1th
floor lounge, RKO Bldg., Rockefeller Center as a stopping-off place when visiting
the Fair.

New Hampshire Increases
Budget lor State Film
Concord,

N. H. — The

legislature has ap-

proved expenditure of an additional $7,500

for production of “The Ninth State,” which
will be shown at the New York World’s
Fair and later released for general distribution.
The title refers to New Hampshire as
the ninth state to ratify the Constitution.
Allen Hollis of the state planing and development commission is the director.
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TAMES GRAINGER, Republic executive,
was in town for several days conferring
with Franchise Owner Herman Rif kin, and
with a number of exhibitors.

ton last week for product conferences.

land Alleys. It’s part of a tieup which affords the theatre gratis weekly publicity.

Jimmie Powers, well known at the M&P
circuit headquarters, returned to his 60
Scollay Square stand last week after two

Louise Farrell of National Screen Service
left last week Saturday for a spring sojourn. . . Joe Ahern of NSS is scheduled
to go today.

weeks of bronchitis, weak but “wictorious.”

Roy E. Heffner was at Wilson’s camp at
Moosehead Lake last week . . . Heffner
plans to reopen the Tower Theatre in
Lowell on September 3 following the summer darkening.

Schwartz of Harry Brown’s office at M&P
will probably head for Iowa when his vacation leave comes around.

Tom Gaffney, Taunton exhibitor, was in
the district last week . . . Oze Tessier of
New Bedford was also in town . . . Ditto
for Abe Garbose of Athol and Al Worral
of Onset.
Charles Brent has inaugurated a new
one, the booking of an exploitation picture
into a drive-in theatre. “Wages of Sin”
was to have played the Agawam Drive-In
this week.
William J. Cuddy, Cinema Club president and RKO booker, reports that picnic
plans for the film fraternity were still
embryonic at the start of the week.
Irene Sullivan, secretary to M-G-M office manager, Henry Wolper, left on vacation this week . . . Mary Donahue is this
year’s general relief girl at the Metro exchange.
Norman Poretsky of Wholesome Film
Service and Meyer Marcus of the M&P
publicity department plan to make it a
joint vacation . . . Grace McGovern, secretary to M-G-M Exchange Manager Jack
Byrne, is kicking around the idea of making it a vagabond cruise during her scheduled sojourn the last two weeks of August.
Jack Bellman, Republic division manager, was in New Haven last week.
Local Columbians celebrated their second prize money in the Columbia Pre-Convention Liquidation campaign with one evening last week at Seiler’s Ten Acres. The
award was in the form of a one and onehalf week salary premium. Boston was
topped only by New York in the drive.
Joe Ehrlick left the RKO Theatres publicity office last week on summer leave, Red
King doubling over from the RKO Boston
stage management duties to assist Jack
Granara.
Dave Dugan, M&P manager in New Bedford, got up a special mailing list of 500
by distributing exploitation postcards, 25
at a time, among theatre employes who
addressed the missives to friends and acquaintances and then returned them to the
theatre for checking and mailing.
Joseph A. DiPesa, convalescing Loew’s,
Inc., publicist, visited State Theatre Building offices last week for the first time in
nearly two and one-half months. He
continues to convalesce.
Willis Kent, the producer, arrived in BosBOXOFFICE
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Marietta Baer of the M&P booking department is looking ahead to a vacation
in the White Mountains . . . Maurice

Irma Montague, Norman Boone, Anite
Devine, and Kay Jackson, all formerly with
the prominent Elida Ballet at the Metropolitan, are job hunting. They were to
have been at Atlantic City for the summer
in a unit of John Lonergan, former Metropolitan dance director.
Marjorie Meltzer of the E. M. Loew circuit is to have her appendix removed at
Beth Israel.
Martin Sheridan, local Monogram publicist, did the script that was the basis
of Ely Culbertson’s NBC
“Inside Story.”

appearance

on

Theatre Manners

Boston — Motion

picture

theatre

man-

ners were recently discussed by the Boston Transcript. The five-question examination on the score, put on by the daily
has aroused considerable comment.
“When a moving picture actor bursts into
song,” queried the Transcript, “is it rude
for a person in the audience to sing or hum
the song, too?”
“In case you’re wondering, the answer is
in the affirmative,” says the paper, “It’s
terribly annoying to those near him.” The
“him” apparently being the audience.
“When you’re saving a seat for another
person and someone starts to take it, should
you say ‘This is taken’ or ‘I’m sorry, this is
You should get
seems.
taken’?”
“If you should
theatre just as the
tyou get settled as
without any talk

in the “I’m sorry,” it
take your place in the
curtain goes up, should
quietly as possible and
between you and your

companion?”
“In leaving a picture show, should you
wait until you are in the lobby before
starting
talk?”
There towas
no
those scores.

argument

Meyer Marcus is working on a skit which
is to be one of the features of the forthcoming M&P outing at Marblehead. Circuit executives will probably be due for
pointed jibbery via a loud speaking system. It will be a case of gags by remote
control.
William H. McLaughlin, Stoneham exhibitor, packs his family off to Rye Beach
for the summer the last week in June . . .
Edward Kleine of the Bay State Film Co.
is now handling “Ecstasy” . . . E. M. Loew
held over “Club des Femmes” for a week
at the Capitol in Pawtucket. The Danielle
Darrieux film is being handled in New
England by Sam Davidson.
Mike

Harry Botwick, manager of the State in
Portland, has been giving two pass prizes
weekly to the male and female amateur
bowlers hitting the best strings at Port-

On

Harry Segal of Imperial was in New
York again last week . . . Tom Hill of
Epilogues, Inc., was in Springfield . . . Lou
Anger and George Walsh, whose $100,000
anti-trust suit is being prosecuted by
George S. Ryan along with the Morse
and Rothenberg actions, were in town last
week.

on

either of

Then came the “What would you do if
. . .” The manners expert put it, “You
are sitting in the aisle seat in a movie
theatre and there are several vacant seats
inear to you (a) Move over and leave the
seats on the aisle for the next people to
come in? (b) Stay where you are?”
The Transcript plans that one should
take (a) course “so that later arrivals
won’t have to crawl over you.”

Hurney

of Specialty Pictures put

on a special screening of Bill Hart’s “Tumbleweeds” at Fox last week for Ben Domingo, RKO city theatre manager. Among
the other exhibitors present were John
Glazer of Western Massachusetts Theatres
and circuit -owning Louis Gordon.
Several New England theatres have been
pulling, with success, the old gag of having reversible signs made up and so situated that they will be reflected in barber
shop mirrors and such.
L. L. Foster, Capitol Theatre Supply Co.
Executive, was in New York last week on
business . . . Rose Rubin of Republic has
been White Mountaining it.
Mrs. Amilcare Salvucci, formerly
M-G-M, expects a new citizen.

of

Sam Richman, Frederic E. Lieberman
circuit executive, plans to leave Sunday
for fishing and woodchopping at Wolfboro, N . H . . . . Marion D. Bell, district
manager’s secretary at Metro, may go to
California on a fall sojourn . . . Louis
Zaccardo, assistant to Jack Martin of Republic, mid Mrs. Zaccardo tentatively plan
a Buffalo excursion either July or August.
Arthur Murch, M&P manager in Gloucester, has been successful with the idea of
having his service staff sell tickets for
special holiday midnight shows. A nucleus
of three boys recently peddled over one
hundred advance ducats, with a day off
being the winner’s premium. Al Brodie of
the Paramount in Haverhill suggested the
bit of business.
Tom Foley of Loew’s State Theatre staff
was out last week with a sacro-iliac trouble,
believed precipitated by a former baseball
injury.
Salvatore DiManno and his violin pizzicato like professionals. DiManno, not
the fiddle, is assistant to Fred Greenway
of Loew’s State.
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Accord
fyJANAGER EDGAR
LYNCH
the Warner Theatre with
Beach tan.

is back at
a Virginia

Arthur “Otto” Esposito of the Loew-Poli
did a bit of warbling over the radio during the theatre’s
Manager

street broadcast.

Morris

Rosenthal

of the

Ma-

jestic, playing the English film, “The Sun
Never Sets,’’ during the U. S. visit of King
George and Queen Elizabeth used about
every

tieup possible without actually inviting the royal couple to visit the theatre —
and he even seriously considered such a
telegram,
Michael Carroll of the American has the
only twin doormen in town, Joseph and
Leo Stanyko.
Rumor has it that Humphrey Doulens
will visit Europe before the end of summer.
Warner, only air-conditioned house in
town, is getting a good play now that hot
weather has arrived.
Carey Cronan, Herald film editor, has
a swell stone studio in the woods that will
probably be the scene of some theatre
parties before the summer is over.
Horace Vitale is responsible for all the
summer decorations in the Loew-Poli and
to Ted Holt goes the credit for the coollooking rock garden.

Longo

Recovers

Boston — A1 Longo of the local Loew’s
publicity office is back after being out a
week as a result of being spiked at a
baseball

game. Five stitches were necessitated. Bob Warren relieved Longo.

Nemo

" Farewell

Gaskill

Party "

Boston — Nemo

Gaskill,

New

England

cameraman for “News of the Day,” was
tendered a “Farewell Party” at the Hotel
Lenox. Maurice N. Wolfe, Metro district
manager, was toastmaster at the function
which recognized Gaskill ’s forthcoming
affiliation with Miss Naomi Matthew.
George Woodruff of International News
was chairman of the committee in charge.
Supporters of the affair include Ed Dobkin
of M-G-M, Phil Coolidge of Paramount,
Dick Sears of Universal, Larry Ellis of
Fox, Independent film photographer Ed
Ducey, John Davin from National Screen
Service, Dave Ambuter of the Ambuter
Film Lab. James Caddigan of Paramount,
Bert McKenzie of M-G-M, Maurice Master
of the Master Motion Picture Co., Jack
Mahan of Paramount, Charles Boll of U. S.
Army

,#£)LOSED for the Summer” signs went
back up on the RKO-Albee marquee
after Atlantic Coast Productions gave up
following an unprofitable week’s run of
"Our Town,” with Eddie Dowling starred.

Erne’ de Sauve’, house artist at the
Strand for the past seven years, made the
memorable march down the aisle June 9
at Westminster Unitarian Church, taking
as his bride Miss Rosemary Ann Fournier,
well known Rhode Island artist. Pair took
a honeymoon trip to Boston.
Associated Theatres has completed air
conditioning installation at its Park Theatre and work at the Palace is expected to
be finished this week. Majestic is sinking
an artesian well as preliminary work incidental to air conditioning of that Fay
house.

photographic service, film transportation man Fusillo, and Laurence

J. O’Toole,

film publicity

George Cronin, resident manager of Bijou Theatre, expects to get to New York

artist.

next week
vacation.

Higgens Extends Booking
Aid to New Accounts
Boston — Herbert Higgens, independent
theatre booker, is taking on a number of
small assignments. Higgens now is local
representative for Frank Goodwin of Kennebunkport, for Jack Eames’ Colonial in
Bethlehem and Hall-in-Pines in Breton
Wood, and for Merton F. Clark in Randolph, Vt.

R. I. Supreme Court June 5 issued a writ
of certiorari returnable October 18 in the
case of Bijou Amusement Co., et al., vs.
Felix A. Toupin, et al. Court case is between Woonsocket theatres and city officials over jump in license fees made early
in the year.
With
week

Hell''Edington
"GreenHarry
Hollywood
— ng
Producer
Adapti
has assigned Frances Marion to script “The
Green Hell.” Universal releases.

to take in the Fair on his week’s

a half-million tickets sold in advance for Shrine circus, being held this
at Narragansett race track under the

joint auspices

of Palestme

Free WPA
P. GOODNOW,
who has returned to
New York from Hollywood where he
directed and acted in “Our Town,” writes
he is looking forward to another pleasant
summer season as director of The Barnstormers in Tamworth. He commented
New Hampshire “is still to me, after
months of travel about the country, the
most

beautiful

of states.”

The New Hampshire legislature, which
has acted upon several bills of importance
to the theatre business during the current biennial session, expects final adjournment not later than June 22.
Mrs. W. Blanche Quint, well known pianist, died in New Hampshire Memorial Hospital, Concord. Her husband, Edgar M.
Quint, is a popular violinist and musical
director.
The

Capitol in Concord has been sponsoring a cooking school, with a number
of prizes offered the women attending.
Ralph E. Mott, grandson of Dr. Guy E.
Chesley of Rochester, and a scenario writer
in Hollywood, was married in Florida to
Eleanor Robinson Luce of Martha’s Vineyard, Mass. Mott is a graduate of the
University of New Hampshire.
The
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Strand at Manchester has inaugurated its summer policy of running only

weekend

programs,

which

will be

double

features.
Many a piece of coin that folks lay aside
for amusements has found its way into
the coffers of carnivals and small circuses,
these being thicker than the proverbial
flies in towns and small cities since the
start of summer weather.
George

Beardsley

of Hillsboro

bought

a

$20 car, packed a 48 -hour lunch, took along
a couple of blankets and flivvered off for
the New York World’s Fair, which his job
would allow him to visit only a few hours.
“Four

hours

at the fair,” he reasoned,

“is

worth going miles to see. The World’s Fair
will probably never come to Hillsboro.”
Saluted as an “old trouper,” Timothy J.
Manning, who in younger days traveled
as a musician in vaudeville and circuses
many thousands of miles through the
United States and Canada, celebrated his
80th birthday recently at his home in
Rochester. He was a close friend of the
elder Cohans, and remembers when the
now famous George M., as a child, bunked
in his parents’ dressing room. He is still
leader of the Hanson-American Band,
which he organized 40 years ago. There is
another trooper (spelled with the double
“o”) in the family — a son, State
Frank Manning.

Trooper

Temple,

Shrin-

ers, and Pawtucket Boys’ Club, local theatre managers expect plenty of opposition
from this affair.

Short Garners

Nearly 300 Bookings
Boston — Dave Ambuter, setting what
may be a new record for distribution of a
gratis short subject in New England, already has closed nearly 300 bookings of
“Shock Troops of Disaster.”
include Rhode Island and
Ambuter,

This doesn’t
Connecticut.

head of the Ambuter Film Laboratories here, shot many of the scenes in

the WPA-sponsored picturization
recent hurricane and flood.

of

the

Ansin T urns Movie Cash
Plan Over to Rudnick
Boston — Edward Ansin, who was awarded the New England franchise of the new
Movie Cash plan headed by Morton Van
Praag, has turned distribution in this territory over to Jason Rudnick. The latter is
the brother of Cecil Rudnick, city salesman for National Screen Service.

Film District Outing Is
Planned lor August
Boston — A

film district outing

is to be

held,

probably in August, by the combined Cinema Club, Salesmen’s Club, and
Theatrical Post of American Legion. Such
an affair, under various sponsorship, has
been an annual Boston occurrence.
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Loewenslein Outlines Okla. Theatre Owners Parley
Policies in Oklahoma Plans Stress Open Forums
Oklahoma City — Future policies of the
Theatre Owners of Oklahoma, Inc., have
been announced by Morris Loewenstein,
president of the organization, with the
statement

that, “For many years our association has been silently working in
of the interests of independent and

behalf

circuit theatre operators alike, in Oklahoma. The protection and preservation
of the motion picture industry has been
our goal. It (the association) has always
believed that the best interests of every
individual were served by actions designed
for the benefit of all rather than a chosen

Oklahoma City — Final convention plans
are being whipped into shape by the board
of directors of the Theatre Owners of Oklahoma, Inc., for their annual meet which
will be held here June 26 and 27 at the
Biltmore Hotel.
The

in the first issue of the as-

sociation’s bulletin, dated last Monday,
summarizes the work of the organization
over the past few years, accomplished
“through the quiet and
its members.”

efficient efforts of

“These methods have proven successful
for us in the past,” he states. “They will
be adhered to in the future. The organization has been steadfast in its purpose of
seeking to protect every exhibitor in the
state from problems with which he cannot
cope himself. It has done this without
discrimination. The man with a theatre
in a 300 population town has received as
much benefit as the large houses in Oklahoma City and Tulsa, whether he was a
member

problem

and

television

which contains more top-flight names than
any previous session.
Speakers and subjects upon which they
will speak as well as conduct open forums
have

few.”
Loewenstein

arbitration

discussions are expected to occupy prominent spots on the convention program

been announced by Morris
stein, president, as follows:

Bob O’Donnell,
Interstate circuit,
ha to make his
which has not as

Loewen-

general manager of the
who will fly from Omaaddress, the subject of
yet been announced.

Governor Leon C. Phillips, who has been
asked to make the welcoming address and
add a few pertinent remarks of his own

Reporl Clemmons Buy
In Three Centers
Dallas — Distributors had information
during the week that M. A. Sanders, of
Lubbock, has sold his Tower Theatre in
Monahans, and the Cactus theatres in Alpine and Pecos, and that young Tom
Clemmons of Beaumont, and his uncle,

New York — A series of personnel shifts
in the south is reported here by George
Weeks, Monogram’s general sales head.
M. L. Stevens, New Orleans salesman,
has

been upped to manager of the Charlotte exchange, with W. C. Aiken added to
the New Orleans sales staff.
M. E. Wiman, Memphis manager, has
been transferred to Atlanta as salesman.
He is succeeded by W. G. Carmichael,
Charlotte manager. W. J. Collins has
signed from the Atlanta sales staff.

re-

and

business.

Ed Kuykendall, head of MPTOA, who will
discuss arbitration and the trade practice
agreements.
Jack Corgan of Corgan and Moore,
Southwestern theatre architects, who will
speak on “The Theatre of the Future.”
Ralph Talbot, head of Talbot Theatres
of Tulsa, Okla., who will discuss his experiments in the use of stage shows at
his motion picture theatres.
Dr.

Henry Bennett, president of Oklahoma A. and M. College, who has been
asked to speak on visual education and
the

industry, which subject is also expected to be given considerable open forum

time.
Mrs. Besa Short, head of the short subjects department of Interstate, who is going to talk on booking and exploitation of
short subjects profitably.
David R. Milsten of Tulsa, state represtative of Ascap, who has agreed to conduct an open forum on questions pertaining to that organization.
Paul Short of National Screen Service,
Dallas, who will talk on advertising and
exploitation.
Pop Warner
Co. who has

of the Burch Manufacturing
guaranteed that he has a

number of new popcorn
ideas for the convention.

or not.”

Monogram's Personnel
Shifts in the South

on government

R. H. Clemmons of Dallas, are on the buying end. Details of the deal were not
learned as the Clemmons could not be
located to make this deadline. Neither was
it learned whether or not J. C. Clemmons
jr„ of the Dodd at Malakoff, is interested.
Tom and Joe jr. are sons and R. H.
a brother of J. C. Clemmons of Beaumont,
who resigned as president of Jefferson
Amusement Co. a few weeks ago. The
houses purchased are competitive ventures
to the Oskar Korn circuit which operates
in all three towns.

merchandising-

C. B. “Brownie” Akers, general manager
of Tad Screen Advertising Service, Dallas,
who will talk about his end of the business.
Will

Issue

Bulletins

Earl C. Hull, chief engineer of WKY,
Oklahoma City, who is expected to address
the convention on the television subject
and answer delegates questions.
Other

speakers will also be added, Loewenstein states. The convention is being

planned this year to present a large number of high-ranking speakers in short
discussions rather than lengthy speeches
by any individuals.
Where previously subjects have been
spotted half and hour periods they will be
limited to 15 to 20 minutes in order to
provide time for more speakers and leave
ample

An

periods open for open forum discussions following these addresses, Loewenstein states.
announcement

has

also been

made

that E. B. Coleman, M-G-M
director of
publicity for 17 southern states, has been
assigned

to assist in planning the convention. Coleman acted as assistant convention director at the MPTOA
convention held here in Oklahoma City last October-November.
At the last board of directors meeting
the association decided to issue a regular
bulletin detailing its activities. The first
three are to be issued during June prior
to the convention. First was dated June
12 and announced first convention plans.

At the SETOA

Exhibitors and their guests at the annual convention
Southeastern Theatre Owners Ass’n.
BOXOFFICE

Plans of the directors are to continue
the bulletin after the convention on a

Luncheon —
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S

in Jacksonville of the

basis of at least once a month and if justified on a twice-a-month release basis.

Tom Bridge and
and bookers.

FANNIN, former assistant to
QLENN
M. A. Sanders of Lubbock, in the operation of several west Texas theatres, is
headquartering on the Row, looking for a
new connection.
Jim

Tobola

“last chance’’
town Tuesday
ing.

of the

Best

at

West,

Harry

Gleaves,

salesmen

Incidentally , managerial duties at the
Paramount exchange while the bosses were
away, were looked after by Miss Veryl
Osbourne, secretary to Braly, and former
secretary for several years to the late J. B.
Dugger.

the

from there to Waco, ivas in
in long conferences on cool-

Pat

Garyn is back in town after a recent journey east making New York and
seaboard centers visiting old contacts.

‘•The Ten Best Pictures of All Time,”
has been worked into a neat little box on
the amusement page of the Dallas Times
Herald by Jimmie Lovell, amusements editor. To get the thing started the first se-

Jack Adams jr., bought half interest in
the Harlen at Austin along with one of
the Luchesses of San Antonio. Jack was
active the first few days in getting the

lections were by Interstate’s Bob O’Donnell and Jim Cherry. Each day a citizen
takes

a crack at it as the little idea continues to make the public film conscious.

Mrs. Nell Benedic, former Boxoffice
representative in Atlanta, has moved to
Dallas and seeks a connection here. She
has had office experience and may be
reached by a prospective employer through
this paper.
Paramoimteers arriving later in the
week from the annual convention in Los
Angeles, ready to again take the field with
new 1939-40 ideas, were Hugh Braly, district manager; L. W. McClintock, branch
manager; C. L. Dees, office manager; W.
C. Kroeger, C. N. (Buck) Weaver, M. G.
Simmons, Bernard Brager, Fred Larned,

house

lined up on product and policy before returning his full attention to the
Adams exchange.

J. V. Carter jr., Comanche’s progressive
exhibitor, was all pepped up as he made
Filmrow this week, over prospects of his
visit to Hollywood, the Fair, and other
points of interest on the west coast. He
will travel overland with L. B. Gottshall,
National Theatre
tive, and expects
month.

Supply Co. representato start out early next

W. A. Stuckert has put even more modernity into operation of his Simon Theatre
(Continued

on page

82)

Buying Pool Plan Is
Denied Foreground
Oklahoma City — Although its backers
hope to put over the buying-pool plan,
they are doubtful whether this will be
done in the near future. The plan has
been completed, checked by legal counsel
and copywritten but interest in the pool
at present does not seem sufficient to
warrant its organization.
At the meeting here last week those interested parties who attended the secret
session voted against consideration of the
pool

at the present time. Cited as reasons for so doing were the rumors of Allied States presenting a national pool plan
at their convention in Minneapolis and
secondly, the inadvisability of forming such
a pool until at least 100 independent exhibitors could be signed up to the plan.
Prior to the meeting, George Sumner,
one

of the backers of the plan, had announced that the men behind the combine

were drafting plans to make it a six-state
affair; taking in all of the adjoining states.
Efforts are going to be put forth along
this line to sound out exhibitors in neighboring states as to the possibility of broadening the area of coverage of the pool.
Despite the fact that backers plan to
hold another meeting here, following the
Allied convention, for further discussion
of immediate organization, it is doubtful
whether any great support will be given.
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WHEW ORLEANS

B

at Shreveport, a
by James Dickcomplete overhas opened the
Miss. Capacity

in 1941 commemorating the 400th year
since the discovery of the Mississippi by
De Soto, if plans of Seymour Weiss and
associates go through. Congress will be
asked to appropriate ten million dollars.

New Orleans will have another poster
exchange operated by W. H. Castay of the
Louisiana Motion Picture Equipment Co.,
to be located in the old Hollywood Restaurant Bldg.

a Mexican film, “La Adelita,” is being
shown to good business. This is the first
foreign film seen in the city in a year. It
is sponsored by Spanish and Mexican residents.

Willie Cobb is still going strong with his
airplane cutting capers . . . W. A. Prewitt,
Mrs. Prewitt, Bob Tindle and a girl friend

Mr. and Mrs. William Castay of Mottion Picture Equipment Co. have returned

^HE WEST End Theatre
Saenger house, managed
son, has reopened after a
hauling. . . J. K. Adams
Bruce Theatre at Bruce,
is 450.

At

(of the

Gulf Theatre Supply Co.), accompanied by a party of friends went on
a fishing trip to Pointe a la Hatche.
Gulf Theatre Supply Co. is shipping 450
chairs to L. T. May for his new theatre
in Convent, La., which will open shortly.
This firm also furnished the equipment
for Melvin
La.
Bob

J. Savoy’s

new

house

at Basile,

Kelly is on the road so much

these

the Queen

Theatre

on

Tulane

Ave.,

from a 3,000-mile automobile trip. High
spots visited were Detroit, Buffalo and
Niagara Falls. But they
to Old New Orleans.

say they’ll stick

Pert

Happy

Dallas — Television is still two or three
years away from the southwest in the radio
field, according to A. A. Brandt, advertising manager for General Electric in the
radio and television divisions. He made
no reference to theatres, it was said.

B. R. McLendon of Texas has taken
over the Rialto and Fox at Vivian, La.,
from B. F. Minshew . . . Leo Merry has
opened a new theatre at Carenco, La.

Television broadcasts can be sent at present only about 50 miles, he said, and that
all licenses issued so far have been experimental, adding there are no sponsors,
no advertising and very little talent in
the field at this time.

Orleans

will have

a

World’s

Fair

Jane

in “Kid

Television Shortcomings
And Status Pointed Out

days, that it’s doubtful where he is going to vote. When he does come in, however, he brings Bill Castay plenty of bacon.

New

"Happy”

THE

Is Happy —
Wyman,

Nightingale,”

“Texas”
man from the

circuit, as he
Warner

currently

working

holds hands

with

Welles, veteran showFlorida State theatre
chats

with

her

on

the

lot at Burbank.

Tetter Opens

Joy

San Antonio — Tol Tetter has opened his
new Joy Theatre here with a picturevaudeville policy. Admission price is 10
cents. Bob “Casey” Greer is chief comic
and production director. House seats
around 800 people.

APPOINTMENT

OF

The Louisiana Motion Picture
Equipment Company
1414 Cleveland St., New
MR. W. G. CASTAY,
as distributor in the New

IDEAL
Learn

more

about

of this popular

Orleans

Orleans, La.
Manager
territory of

CHAIRS
the many

exclusive

line of modern

features

chairs. Check,

point by point, and you'll see why
unsurpassed values.

they offer

IDEAL SEATING COMPANY
GRAND
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McLendon Clearance

OK

Suit Reset July 1
Dallas — The

suit

of

B.

R.

McLendon,

Atlanta, Texas, exhibitor, against the major distributors over clearance issues, has
been

reset in Judge Atwell’s federal district court here for Saturday morning,
July 1. Tire postponement was granted on
motion
panies.

by

attorneys

for

the

film

com-

practices on the grounds of violation of the Sherman anti-trust act.

McLendon was in Dallas last Saturday
to appear in court and remained over until
Monday to personally handle bookings for
his 11 theatres as his Dallas booker, Bob
Eilers, was temporarily out of town attending the Allied convention in Minneapolis.
Concerning rumors that there was a possibility of a settlement of his case out of
court, McLendon answered that he could
say nothing about that, and that as far
as he is concerned the case will be tried.

Two

McLendon

CITY

■pHE happiest man in town is probably
1 T. B. Noble jr„ who by opening “Only
Angels Have Wings’’ at his State Theatre
on Decoration Day, instead of the usual
weekend, caught the opposition back in
the beet patch. Nobody knew anything
about it until the ads popped in the morning sheet and a radio commentator reviewed the film. The coin rolling through
the boxoffice set a mark for the third

McLendon is asking an injunction against
the defendants, claiming they are holding
his Atlanta theatres back 30 days after
the Paramount-Richards theatres in Texarkana, the towns being 30 miles apart,
and asking they be restrained from such
alleged

LA.

best opening day in the theatre’s history,
exceeded only by Thanksgiving Day in
1937, on “Nothing Sacred” and by New
Year’s, 1938, on “The Awful Truth.”
Charles Zears, assistant secretary of the
Theatre Owners of Oklahoma, Inc., MPTOA
affiliate, is getting no better. Word comes
from his home at Hunter, Okla., that his
doctor is getting ready to take him to the
Mayo Clinic.
E. B. Coleman, M-G-M
for this end of the map,

publicity chief
in town again

and

receiving an appointment as publicity director for the June 26-27 Theatre
Owners of Oklahoma convention here . . .
Leonard White and Harry Loewenstein have
not, as yet, settled their argument about
how to approach the great outdoors. We
are told it has been going on for years.
Elizabeth

Dooley, daughter

of Mrs. Pearl

Dooley, theatre owner at Purcell, visiting
in town . . . Standard Theatres is going
into the home stretch on their Metro
Month, which has focused attention on

Shifts

new

manager of the State, being transferred from DeKalb. He succeeds Lloyd
Epperson who was shifted to Vivian, La.,

that company’s product in advertising and
on the boards. At least one M-G-M picture was shown each week during the
month at one of the top Standard houses.

to handle two houses there recently acquired by the B. R. McLendon circuit,
which also owns the DeKalb and Winnsboro houses.

High,”
Included were “ The Hardys
World,”
Wonderful
a
“It’s
Night,”
“ Lucky
“Tarzan Finds a So7i” and “ Goodbye , Mr.

Winnsboro,

Tex. — Leon

Peoples

is

the

Ride

Chips.”

We Have
Several Hundred

Second-Hand

UPHOLSTERED

Miami — Concurrent with the filing of
identical motions for either striking of
references to damages or for the filing of
a more detailed better bill of particulars
by attorneys, for all of the defendants in
the pending Miami monopoly suit (filing
of such a motion by the attorney for Wometco Theatres, Inc., and 13 other defendants was reported in last week’s Boxoffice), Henry K. Gibson, counsel for the
two suing theatres, the Cameo and Surf,
announces that he is voluntarily preparing a more detailed statement of the damages these two Miami Beach houses allegedly have experienced since their opening in the face of an alleged monopolistic
control of the theatre situation in Miami.
The pending action asks recovery of
damages and a
permanent injunction
against certain local trade practices, particularly a five months plus protection period.
“Recent

Some

PRICED

210 S. Harwood
Tex.

Sidelights

provided in the answer which Albert Bernstein, attorney for Wometco Theatres and
13 other defendants, has filed to the original complaint.
It is maintained in this answer that independent theatre operators in Miami
have not been faced with conditions which
made it impossible for them to operate
here; and that, specifically, the Seventh
Avenue and Miami theatres were not
“swallowed up.”
The former Seventh Avenue, now the
Strand, is operated by the Strand Theatre, Inc., and was not acquired by Wometco Theatres, Inc., it is stated. Terms
under which this house changed hands
were “advantageous and profitable to the
lessor,” the answer states.
A similar circumstance marked the acquisition of the Miami theatre by another
defendant, the Miami Theatre, Inc., the
answer alleges. The former owner who
opened it as a newsreel theatre, disposed
of his interests at a figure which was
“very advantageous and profitable.”
Denying the present existence of such
a corporation as Wometco Theatres, Inc.,
this answer

states

the

corporation

bear-

ing this name was “duly and legally dissolved on or about August 20, 1936 by voluntary dissolution; that Wometco Theatres, Inc., does not own, lease, manage,
or control

any

theatres

whatso-

For a few years prior to August 20,
1936, Wometco Theatres, Inc., managed
certain of the theatres belonging to the
defendants (the Lincoln, Miami, Biscayne
Plaza, Mayfair, Capitol, Rosetta, Tower,
ever.”
Biltmore, Grove, State, Ritz, Harlem and
Strand)

for a management fee. But Wometco Theatres, Inc., has never built a
theatre, has never controlled a theatre,
has never had a subsidiary corporation and

Dallas
Write

Us

Peterson
310
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has never owned stock in
company, the answer avers.

any

theatre

Detailing the history of the theatres involved, Bernstein tells of the Capitol Theatre corporation’s organization in 1926, licensing first-run films from Universal and
Pox. “Subsequently other defendants who
have some common officers became engaged in the theatre business in Greater
Miami and in 1931 some of them were
able

to obtain first-run films from Columbia, and in 1936 from United Artists;

and

that

Pox,
RKO

at the present time these defendants license films from Universal,

Columbia, United Artists, Loew’s,
and several other distributors who

are not parties to this suit; that at various times some of these defendants also
have licensed some films from Paramount
and Vitagraph.”
Going into detail

about

the

state

of

competition existing between the defendants he represents and Paramount Enterprises, Inc., this attorney reports that his
clients “have leased and taken over theatres formerly leased and operated by Paramount Enterprises, Inc., and that Paramount has attempted to lease and take
over theatres operated by some of these
defendants who have bid and competed
against the former organization for the licensing of films; that the Paramount interests have reduced and cut admission
prices to its theatres to a point where certain of these defendants have been forced
to cut and reduce their prices in order to
meet the reduced prices established by
Paramount Enterprises, Inc.”
It is further claimed that “the defendants (other than Wometco Theatres, Inc.)
are active competitors with each other and
have been active competitors with each
other for years; and that the relationship
between these defendants and Paramount
Enterprises, Inc., is now and has been for
many years, strained and unfriendly.”
In concluding its summary of conditions existing between the managing
companies

said to have

“certain

common

officers” and Paramount Enterprises, Inc.,
the answer declares that “representatives
of all of the so-called ‘Big Eight’ film distributors have from time to time contacted these defendants and attempted to sell
them

films.”

Fire Destroys Vaughn
Theatre at Nocona
Nocona,

Tex. — The

Nocona

of

Peterson
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How

Co.

City,

by R. W.

Barron

a

Mo.

of

the Independent Film Exchange and Supply Co., include two projectors to the New
Joy Theatre here, and a portable machine
to the Our Lady of the Lake College, Catholic girls’ school

in West

End.

Searcy A. Lacey, office clerk at the Valley Film Service, taking in the New York
World’s Fair on his leave of absence from
duty, and Herman Pure, chief of service
at the State Theatre, is dividing his vacation between Tennessee and Illinois.
Mrs. Oliver B. Thomas has returned from
a sojourn in Houston and Port Arthur,
Tex. Incidentally, her husband who is
manager of the State Theatre, is visiting
his father and mother in Louisville, Ky.
Two summer camps near Kerrville, Tex.,
Camp Stewart and Camp Waldermar, are
having picture shows twice weekly through
the courtesy of H. W. Hall of the Hall
Industries. These places, both health resorts located up in the Hill country, report that the showings are going over in
a big way, especially with the tourist and
vacation trade.
Visitors: Adkins Lenoir of the Texas
Consolidated Theatres, San Marcos, was in
town the middle of last week calling upon
the Interstate city office and the Paramount exchange.
The

Empire

★

Theatre

screen show every Saturday morning at 9
o’clock for the kids. Double Cola Co. is
sponsoring these early showings in conjunction to the “World’s Fair Club” which
awards prizes and a grand prize of a free
trip to the
City. KTSA

is presenting

a

World’s Fair in New
is plugging the show

York
twice

weekly

with a quarter-hour studio program, giving details for the kiddies listening in. Last Saturday’s film fare was
“Racketeers of the Range,” starring

George

Vacationists: Dramatic Critic and Theatrical Editor Samuel Ward Woolford of
The San Antonio Light, back from that
trip to New Orleans; Mrs. Clara Cardena,
Paramount exchange chief inspectress,
spending her time off around the house;

O’Brien.

A novel treat was offered local Czech
citizens last Sunday evening when the
Highland Park Theatre showed “Sextanka,”
an all-talking Czech picture with a native
cast. Only one showing of the foreign
ment.
film was

given, according

to the manage-

In cooperation with the local Flag Day
committee, four San Antonio downtown
theatres exhibited patriotic short subjects
last week. Arrangements were made by
City Manager William O’Donnell of Interstate Circuit for the films to be shown
here at the request of Victor Keller, Flag
Day committee chairman. The showings
were

as follows: Aztec, “March of Freedom,” June 9-15; Majestic, “Sons of Liberty,” June 10-16; Texas, “Give Me Liberty,” June 13-16, and Palace, “While
America Sleeps,” June 13-15.
“You Can’t Get Away With It” was the
title of the film sent from Washington
to Gus Jones of the local FBI office, which
was run for the San Antonio Boys’ Club
here. An actual raid by FBI agents and
training methods along with procedure of
the G-men, were among the thrilling
scenes depicted. All boys between 7 and 15
years of age were invited to attend free,
it was announced by Club Maiiager Richard Johnson.

★★★★★★★★
is not always

The best is not always

Theatre,

new 20th-Fox writer-director pact, has
joined the Sol Wurtzel production unit.

Years

sales made

The most expensive

loins Wurtzel Unit
Andrews,

Recent

s

owned by Joe Vaughn and associates of
Dallas, was wiped out by fire in a midnight blaze which also destroyed several
other buildings. Flames spread from the
booth, it was said, but all in the late audience escaped unharmed. While the Nocona was the larger house, Vaughn also
operates the newer Ritz which will handle the situation until the Nocona can be
rebuilt, which will be at an early date,
it is thought.

Hollywood — Clark

pROM Austin comes the belated news that
Jack H. Adams jr. and Senor Francisco Lucchese have reopened the Harlem Theatre on June 1, with a Negro
picture policy. Seating capacity is 300.

the best

the cheapest

— but —
The best is the MOST
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Theatre Construction

manager
general sales
SCULLY, together
w. forA. Universal,
with F. J. A.
McCarthy, eastern sales manager, and Harry Graham, district manager, spent several
days here with their local manager, Jimmy
Prichard. During their visit they made a
motor trip to Little Rock. Scully later left
for Detroit and McCarthy and Graham for
New Orleans.

W. O. Anderson, district manager for
Ross Federal, spent a couple of days in
Memphis . . . Paul Zerilla, who operates
the Lamar Theatre, Memphis, and his
brother Phil, who has the Rialto, attended
the Cotton Carnival in Dyersburg, where
they participated in the sheet shooting contest. Phil’s team won the trophy, and he
personally had a perfect score. Paul was
a very close second.

Many friends of Peter Dawson along
Filmrow, as well as in the territory, were
saddened to learn of the death of his
father, Peter Dawson sr„ in Tampa, Fla.
. . . Exhibitors seen along the Row: S. T.
Lyles jr., Ritz, Oxford; Jack Wilbanks,
Walnut, Miss.; H. H. Alexander and R. H.
Fisher, Crescent, Belzoni, Miss.; R. X. Williams jr., Lyric, Oxford; Joe Wiley, Roxy,
Union City; Dave Flexer, New Albany;
Mrs. John Shannon, together with her
little son, John jr., of Portageville, who
advised she is constructing a second house
in Portageville, which she expects to have
completed in time for opening in the fall;
A. D. Fielder of Steele and Lilbourne;
H. G. Brewer of Tunica and Clarksdale;
W. F. Ruffin, Covington; W. S. (Shine)
Tyson, Grand, Water Valley; R. R. McCormick, Senatobia; Joe Applebaum, Hollandale.

G. W. Daniels announces the construction of a new theatre in Augusta, Ark.
Daniels says he expects to have the 400seat house ready for operation by August
15 . . . The entire force of the Warner
office put all cares aside Saturday and
went over to Horse Shoe Lake where they
had their first outing of the year.

Sol Sachs, district manager for RKO,
visited the local office. There were big
doings at the office preparatory to leaving for the convention in New York. Al
Avery, branch manager, together with his
two salesmen, R. V. Reagin and Grover
Wray, attended from Memphis.

It was good to see T. M. Hasty in town
for the first time in a year or more. Hasty,
for a number of years, operated the New
Theatre at Dardanelle, Ark., which is now
being operated by his son, M. B. While
his son was booking. Hasty was busy renewing old acquaintances.

L. R. Allen, circuit booker for Commonwealth Amusement Co. out of Kansas
city, was here with his city manager in
Searcy, K. K. King, who was busy advance
booking for Searcy and Harrison . . . Mrs.
Clyde Westbrook, who operates the Wesco
at Cleveland, is vacationing along the
Gulf.

GREATEST BARGAIN OF THE YEAR
Only cl limited supply —
While they last

Spurred in Houston
Houston

—

Sorely

in this vicinity to be made. Henger Construction Co. of Dallas has contract for the
Oaks Theatre, it was said. This theatre
will be owned by the River Oaks Corp.,
and Scott will operate under lease. It
will seat about 1,000 and was designed by
Pettigrew & Worley, Dallas architects.

New

Jacksonville House
by National

Dallas — Current

12 for only $36.63
Only a limited supply

Order Now

WIL-KFN.

150 Walton St., ATLANTA
Phone WALnut 4G13

321 S. Church. CHARLOTTE
Phone 8620

‘Everything for the Theatre Except Film’
80

equipment

sales

made

by National Theatre Supply lead off with
a complete mechanical equipping of L. M.
Threet’s new Jackson Theatre at Jacksonville, Texas.
Other sales include rectifiers, lamps,
cooling equipment, ticket register, popcorn
machine, and screen to B. R. McLendon;
screen, chairs and marquee letters to R. E.
Griffith; rectifiers and Marlite covering
to G. R. Layton for the Monogram Theatre, Childress; lobby posts and rope, F. D.
Wilke, Boulevard Theatre, Houston; screen
and lenses to Robb and Rowley; screen to
Mission Theatre, Sulphur Springs; cooling equipment to Gidney Talley, Plestex
Theatre, Pleasanton; and cooling equipment to General Engineering Corp., Fort
Worth.

$3.33
Order Now

five

said.
George P. O’Rourke of Dallas is general
contractor for the house which will seat
1,100 and be air conditioned.
Previous to the Interstate announcement
local news sources said Paul E. Taft had
placed a sign at Richmond and Shepherd
saying a new theatre, an independent proposition, would be built at that spot. But
with the circuit construction first to get
under way, Taft took down his sign, saying
he would decide in a few days whether or
not to go ahead.
Although it was generally known in
theatre circles for some time that Paul
P. Scott, formerly of Dallas, would operate
a new show in the River Oaks section, that
announcement was the third of the three

Equipped

Regular $7.00 value
SPOTLIGHT for only

undernourished

years ago in its neighborhood theatre situations, but with three or four de luxe
houses having been built the last two or
three years by the Interstate circuit, the
suburban development in this city has
reached a point where three deluxers have
been announced for the same vicinity by
competitive interests.
A $250,000 theatre and community center
was recently announced at Shepherd and
W. Alabama Streets with Interstate erecting the theatre on which work has already
started. The center will be built by the
Clayton Foundation and Research, it was

Extend Rosemary Lane
Hollywood — The

acting

contract

of

Rosemary
ner Bros. Lane has been extended by War-

AIR CONDITIONING
Peterson "Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.

316 Southwest

Blvd.
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At Paramount

Meet —

The cameraman gathered a fair sprinkling of southerners at the Paramount annual sales convention in the Los Angeles
Ambassador Hotel, with the results here
shown:
At the top: Neil Agnew, vice-president
in charge of sales, and Oscar Morgan,
southern sales manager on the rostrum.
Top Center: H. Tate Baker, ad sales
manager from Memphis, receives his convention boutonniere.
Top Right: Clyde Goodson, new member of the 100 Percent Club, an Atlanta
salesman, is at the left; Howard Dean,
Memphis salesman, center; Drexel Baum,
ad sales manager, Charlotte, at the right.
In the Middle: Howard Nicholson, Oklahoma City salesman, looks on while Tom
McKean, of the same sales staff, receives
his boutonniere from one of the Legionnairesses.
Bottom Left: Tom Coley, Golden Circle
player, decorates George Gaughan, Oklahoma City salesman, with the coveted 100
Percent button.
Bottom Right: Joyce Mathews talks it
over with George Gaughan and James
Goodson jr., salesmen respectively from
Oklahoma City and Atlanta.

Circuit Chiefs Address
IATSE District Meet
Houston — Prominent

circuit

men

ad-

dres ed a district convention last week
of the IATSE and Moving Picture Machine Operators at a banquet in the Rice
Hotel. Mayor Maury Maverick, of San
Antonio, on hand to address the meeting,
hurriedly took a plane for Washington at
about the time the banquet started, but he
addressed the afternoon session.
R. J. O’Donnell, vice-president of the
Interstate circuit; Will Horwitz, of Horwitz local theatres; Julius Gordon, vicepresident of Jefferson Amusement Co.; the
mayor, and others made short talks. Karl
Hoblitzelle, Interstate president, wired regrets he was unable to attend.
O’Donnell said his circuit was not only
100 per cent union and not only signed a
union contract, but that it had put its
heart into it. He particularly praised InBOXOFFICE
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ternational union representatives
Raoul and Edward J. Miller.

W.

P.

Gordon briefly sketched the history of
labor in England and other European
countries making a contrast where labor
has been unrestricted and where it has
been oppressed. Labor has been crushed in
Italy and Germany, he said, and in this
country there is cause to be thankful as the
labor situation is far better off than in
other parts of the world, he added.

Paramount Honors Duren,
Goodson and Gaughan
Los

Angeles — New members of Paramount’s 100 Per Cent Club from the southern area are Albert Duren, Atlanta booker;
James Goodson jr., Atlanta salesman, and
George Gaughan, Oklahoma City salesman.
The trio, apprised of the honor at the
company convention here, also received
bonuses and special insurance policies.
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Two
TACK

ARNOLD,

Little Rock,

will handle

the Nova-Baer fight picture in this state
. . . Rex, Little Rock, is putting in new
sound equipment and a cooling system.
Claude Mundo, co-owner, manages the
house . . . Carnivals and road shows are
invading the strawberry sections in this
state now, it is reported.
There

is one

manager

who

believes

in

taking care of each of his patron’s needs.
Manager Curby Smith of the Rialto, Morrilton, has just bought and installed a new
leather upholstery seat for those who are
too large to sit comfortably in a regular
sized seat. The new seat measures 19%
inches and has been placed in the back
of the house to give the patrons plenty of
leg room.
Four group meetings of managers of the
Commonwealth Amusement Co. have been
held recently. Managers of houses in the
northern part of the state attended a
meeting at Old English Inn at Hollister,
Mo., recently. Those who attended are
Mr. Schultz, Mr. Allen, Mr. Mason and
Mr.

Jones of the Kansas City office. Exhibitors were Mr. Gardner of Neosho, Mo.,
Mr. Stephenson of Monett, Mrs. Nolan of
Cassville and Pierce City, Mr. Owens of
Branson, K. K. King of Searcy and D. E.
Fitton and Mr. Branscum of Harrison.
Sid Metcalf of Purcell, Okla., is the new
manager of the Ritz at Morrilton. He is
a brother of Levi Metcalf, owner of the
house. S. B. McSwaim, formerly of Ada,
Okla., ivill assist in the management of
the theatre.
The Rex at Carlisle is now equipped
with new sound equipment, a new cooling
system and new seats.

In

Miamians
"Gulliver

is the subject of considerable good-natured ribbing from his friends who observe
that he came south in search of pearls.
(He had planned to join a Pacific-bound
pearl-diving expedition; had come to Miami for that purpose. Then, when the
expedition failed to materialize, joined the
staff of WIOD.
That was three years
ago.) He was selected out of a field of
500 applicants.
The other casting announced is of another Miamian, now in New York, Lovey
Warren. Not only a dancer but a producer
of stage shows as well, Lovey made her last
appearance here when she directed the
chorus and the stage show at the Royal
Palm Club last season. Like Sam, she will
serve as both the model and the speaking
voice of the role for which she has been
selected, “Princess

See KING

for Theatre Remodeling and Re-vamping.
KNOWING HOW
SINCE 1910
PLANS FREE

ON REMODELING

KING

SCENIC

Dallas Variety Picnic
Deferred to July 15
Dallas — Dallas Variety Club’s big picnic
for all employes of local filmdom has grown
in plans to the proportion that the date
has been postponed and tentatively set for
15, thought to be definite, and various committees have been appointed by

ALO

Tidwell;
er.

JOB
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prizes, R. I. Payne,

Charley

Meek-

Improve Cooling System
Bryson, Tex. — A larger washed air-cooling system has been installed in the Liberty, operated by E. E. Lutz of Dallas.

CO.
The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Quality Theatre

COOLING
BUFFALO

under-

on the Row who have been anticipating the event, figuring on what to
wear, and checking possible conflicting
dates, may be sure the picnic is in the
near offing and that a good time will be
had by all, afternoon and night.
The committees are: Harry Sachs, general chairman; entertainment, Charles
Meeker; transportation, Roy Litsey and
A. V. Phiblin; program and arrangements,
J. E. Mitchell, Roy Sachs, Robert Helms;
food, Lowell Russell, A. M. Whicher, Dutch
Cammer; location, Charlie Dees, T. P.

1912V>

315 s. HARWOOD
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Travels "

service in China when Chang-Kai-Shek
was engaged in his work of consolidation,

club heads
taking.

NG'S of theindividualKItreatment
atre auditoriums please patrons inside.

s

Roles

Miami — Awarding of two roles in “Gulliver’s Travels,” the full length, all color
feature being produced in the Miami studios of the Fleischer organization, is announced. The title role goes to Sam Parker, announcer on the local radio station
WIOD.
He will serve both as the model
and the voice for the adventurous sailor.
Sam, whose brief career has included

July

FRONTSKIAND
NG'SLOBBIES
pull them in.

Win

Dallas.

Texas

(Continued

from

page

76)

at Brenham by installing audiphones,
available for the hard of hearing.
A1 Stoddard paid the Row a leisurely
visit Tuesday, looking better than ever,
after sale of the Madison theatre in Madisonville to the Johnny Long circuit, with
Herf Smith, formerly of Victoria, now in
charge as local manager. A1 said he will
take it easy for a few days and then start
in looking for another situation. He opened at Madisonville in 1925.
Skinny Pryor was in town this week from
the State Capital and proudly told friends
about the new daughter in his home. It
was his first visit in months.
R. A. Gill, who owns the fine Cartex
Theatre in Carthage in which he recently
installed refrigeration equipment, was here
this week going through a medical clinic.
He booked in between visits to the doctor.
W. R. Holcomb, who quit show business
because of the heat last summer and went
out to Garland on his small farm, is about
ready to get back into the game even
though it may be as hot now as then. He
says it may be any day now.
There was whoopee aplenty when C. V.
Jones celebrated his birthday. Some 75
friends of C. V. gathered at the famous
Green Gables Road House on the Fort
Worth Pike at 6:30 p. m. No one seems
to remember when the party broke up.
Anyway, nice time was had by all . . .
Wallace

Walthall’s

birthday

gift to C. V.

Jones was a huge “reduction” pencil and
knife designed for “cuts.” Needless to
say, the pencil would not write — neither
would the rubber knife cut.
There

is a

smile

a

mile

wide

on

Paul

Short’s face this week — and all because his
close friend, Johnny Long, president of
the Long circuit, is -now a 100 per cent user
of Rational Screen trailers . . . “Speed”
Hoover is back at his desk in Interstate’s
Jackson St. office after an operation . . ,
Bill Underwood, Lloyd Rust, et al.. have
opened the purse strings and rehabilitated
the Republic screening room equipment
to where

it is “Aces

Up.”

Victor Maxwell, National Screen’s Beau
Brummel, is back in town after a vacation
in New Orleans. He says it’s true what
they say about the Crescent City . . .
Walter King is a busy feller these days
with four sets of plans in preparation for
as many new theatres . . . J. J. Roberts
is justly proud of his new cooling system.
The National Theatre Supply office is now
“the coolest spot in town.”
Sybil Yonack, one of the popular bookers
at National Screen Service, is just about
the happiest girl on Filmrow. The reason
is the big diamond ring on that certain
finger. The lucky fellow is F. A. Finberg
of Lubbock. After their marriage on July
30 they will visit Chicago, New York, Boston and Canada. Bon Voyage, Sybil!
Buddy Harris is back in town after a
successful business trip to Terrell in the
interest of the “Aces Up” Night . . . Mrs.
J. O. McClanahan is vacationing in Cloudcroft and El Paso.
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DOVE OF PEACE FLUTTERS ABOUT PROTECTION
ISSUE IN CANADA; CONCILIATION IS LIKELY
clearance.

A Hint Independents Must
Clarify Question for
Positive Solution
By MILTON

GALBRAITH

An intimation, from a reliable source,
embodies a suggestion that the organized
independents, represented in th Anti-Protection League sponsored by the Independent Theatres Ass’n of Ontario, should
organize a deputation to appear before
the Conciliation Committee of the Toronto board of trade, film section, to place
the case for clearance modification before that body for consideration and action. The hint is thrown out that the
subject of protection is open for negotiation and there appears to be a silver lining
to the cloud in the prospect of general
revision of clearance schedules in all
Canada.
28-Day Priority May Hold
It is understood the plan to be followed
will retain the priority of 28 days for pictures in large first-run theatres but the
revision of the remainder of the clearance
schedule is considered open to negotiation
— with the possibility that the periods between subsequent bookings will be materially reduced so that the “life” of a feature will be substantially shortened. It is
believed leading representatives of the
League

will be requested

to offer a definition of “protection” by
means of which a broad basis will be laid
down for discussions. The machinery is
already available for dealing with the
question and the situation now resolves itself into the consideration of “What does
the Anti-Protection League want?” Your
correspondent has it on good authority
that the Conciliation Committee is in a
receptive mood, providing it is approached
in a definite and businesslike manner with
a prepared proposal.
The
July

next regular meeting of the Conciliation Committee is scheduled to be held
14 but, if the League officials come

forward with a concrete proposal, a special meeting will be called without delay
to expedite negotiations so that a system
of modified protection can be adopted in
good time before the opening of the new
season.
“Conciliation is a very nice word,” declared an important figure in discussing
the latest turn in developments. “Let the
League state its case and the Conciliation
Committee

will deal with

it. At the pres-

ent moment I do not know what ‘AntiProtection’ means and a broad principle
of clearance should be recognized before
action can be taken. I do not believe that
any distributor will object to moderate
BOXOFFICE
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form

of protective

rights

is necessary in every line of business.”
The Conciliation Committee includes a
number of independent exhibitors in its
personnel, including Harry Firestone of
Toronto, president of the Independent
Theatres Ass’n; H. Freedman, past president, and N. A. Taylor, vice-president of
the ITA and also head of the Exhibitors

Toronto — The Dove of Peace is fluttering over the film trade sector in Canada
in respect to the protection issue.

Anti -Protection

Some

K

Booking Ass’n, Toronto. Members also
include representatives of the major distributors in the Dominion, and the theatre chains, Famous Players Canadian
Corp., Theatre Holding Corp. which is the
Allen chain, and Associated Theatres, Ltd.
Leo M. Devaney, general manager of RKO
Distributing Corp. of Canada, Ltd., is the
chairman of the committee; Col. John A.
Cooper, president of the Motion Picture
Distributors of Canada, is a member exofficio, and F. D. Tolchard, secretarymanager of the Toronto board of trade, is
secretary of the committee.
In a general discussion of the situation,
it has been said independent exhibitors
identified with the Anti -Protection League
are themselves in favor of the principle of
protection because of the very nature of

Quebec

CARMICHAEL

Montreal — Quebec City theatres are continuing their strike against the municipality’s ten per cent admission tax which
caused them to close their doors June 3.
The

priority over other independent theatres
which are considered to be opposition.
There has also been a tendency, it is
pointed out, to confuse protection with
sales policy whep two or more theatres
are involved in that one exhibitor seeks
priority for all features released instead
of limiting it to those which are listed in
a contract with an exchange. In other
words,

tax was levied May

1 and

was

given

opposition theatre for 104 other features. At a recent hearing, for example,
one suburban exhibitor protested features
should not be sold to another theatre
ahead of him but, at the same time,
wanted the right to play ahead of others,
thus seeking to maintain the principle of
protection for his own benefit.
The stage has been reached, however,
where everybody in the whole business is
said to look with disfavor on protection
regarded as excessive and, thus, harmful
to the interests of all concerned.

Sustaining
New

work in order to create a ‘test case’ to
use your own words, and to prevent other
cities from following your example.
an

not

you

profitably

be

conducted

under

it.

embittered controversy now is proceeding between the theatres represented
by J. A. Paquet, director of Auditorium,
Ltd., and Mayor Lucien Borne. The theatres declare they will not accept modification and insist that the tax be removed
in its entirety. Mayor Borne on the other
hand declares no modification will be offered and the tax being now a Quebec government law must be collected.
The mayor declared the theatre owners
had not given the tax a fair trial and
charged the theatre owners with conspiring to promote a strike. He advised a
delegation of 133 jobless theatre employes
to go back to the proprietors and demand
that the theatres be reopened and that
they be re-employed.
To the Mayor’s statement of the city’s
attitude, Mr. Paquet replied with the following communique:
“The

newspapers, in reporting your reception of a delegation of employes of
theatres asking you for the suspension of
the< ten per cent surtax on the price of

Tax

admission, declare that you reproach the
theatre owners with not having given the
new tax a sufficiently long trial and with
having thrown some 140 employes out of

a month’s trial which convinced the operators of the 11 cinemas that business could
An

there are cases in which an exhibitor who has signed for, say, 104 features is not willing to concede priority to

an

Theatres

" Strike ” Against
By ROY

cases which have been brought before
the Conciliation Committee in which
claims have been entered for booking

“I must protest energetically against such
odious and unjust assertion. How can
dare

accuse us of having cooly discharged our old employes when we know
what unemployment means to them and
their families. On the contrary, we at the
Capitol Theatre, accumulated deficits for
a whole month in the hope of opening your
eyes and allowing them to keep their jobs.
“You affirm that we did not try out
the new tax long enough. But please be
serious, Mr. Mayor, and admit that it was
you, yourself, who asked us to give it a
month’s trial. I went to see you on May 1
last, accompanied by Mr. Louis Saint Laurent, K. C., and Mr. Valliere, the manager
of the Capitol. We informed you then
that we found it impossible to continue
to operate with a surtax which would cut
still further into our already too limited
clientele. You asked us to try it out for
one month and expressed the opinion that
the public would absorb this new impost.
And,

despite the fact that we would accumulate deficits, we fell in with your sug.83
gestion and agreed to do so. And, to show
our good faith, we featured a number of
remarkable films during May when, on the

whole, our programs
of last year.

were better than those

MARITIME

“Now that the recorded results show that
our apprehensions were well founded, you
pretend

that the ‘trial’ should have continued for two or three months. But, once
again, it was you who proposed one month.
And who is going to pay the costs of such
a trial, doomed to failure, you or us?
“No, Mr. Mayor, in your heart you really
know that your ten per cent surtax is not
practical and you also know that the Quebec public is refusing to accept it for their
cinemas. This is so true that you began
by

saying that the impost could be attributed to the provincial government. It

was

only when Alderman Bertrand protested that you admitted that the idea had
come from the civic authorities themselves.

“Why do you persist, Your Worship, in
insisting that you are right when all the
known facts clearly establish that you are
wrong.

JOHN CONNOR
sr. of the Savoy Theatre,
* Glace Bay, N. S., accompanied by his
mother and sister, motored to Saint John
recently to meet Mrs. Connor, the former
Hilda Bodle of United Artists, who had
been visiting friends there for a month.
Their plans were to motor to New York
to see the World's Fair, returning
three or four weeks.

in about

P. J. Hogan, Paramount branch manager, while en route to the convention at
Los Angeles, on June 5 received word that
his wife had presented him with another
daughter, weight 9 lbs. 3 oz., to be named
Constance.
L. Abbott, Motiograph general sales
manager, is in the Maritimes giving the
Dominion Sound Equipment engineers a

“We have furnished you with complete
figures, verified by chartered accountants,
revealing in what a critical situation the
Quebec cinemas are.

refresher
hibitors.

“We have shown you that the ten per
cent surtax is keeping people away from
the theatres.

Clarence Robson, eastern division manager for Famous Players Canadian Corp., recently made a trip to Saint John, Halifax
and Sydney.

“Mr. Saint Laurent, K. C., submitted a
balance sheet which showed you that you
were not only ruining the theatres with
your tax but that it would not bring in
anything to the city, as expected, and
would even compromise the amusement tax
receipts.
“What do you have to have to be shaken?
“Will it be necessary for you to turn
away from Quebec American tourists who,
once

night comes, have no other
tion here than the theatres?

distrac-

“Will it be necessary that, having done
this, you also cause considerable harm to
our hotels, restaurants and stores and to
all others who depend upon the important
tourist industry during the summer season
for their livelihood?
“Will it be necessary for the news to
spread throughout Canada and the United
States that it is not sufficient that the
theatres in Quebec support the burden of
24 different taxes but that they must also
collect a surtax of ten per cent on the
price of admission for the city.
“You are wrong, Mr. Mayor, in believing
that Montreal and Toronto will follow your
example. The reputation which you are
giving Quebec is certainly not an enviable
one.
“And, more particularly, do not say that
it is the theatre owners that are putting
their 133 employes out on the street. The
employes themselves, since the imposition
of the tax, have seen the attendance drop
steadily and they know where this heavy
responsibility really lies.
“You calculated badly, Your Worship,
and you made a mistake in your decisions.
Why not admit frankly that the Quebec
public, no more than the motion picture
theatres, have the means to absorb your
surtax? Suspend the application of this
impost

course

and

seeing prominent

ex-

Mitchell Franklin of the Mayfair Theatre, Saint John, and Bill Guss of Regal
Films have returned after a motor trip
via the White Mountains to Montreal, Toronto and Ottawa. George Heiber of United
Artists, who accompanied them, remained
in Toronto for a further visit. In Ottawa
“Mitch”

renewed

many

acquaintances.

C. C. Curran of Dominion Sound
ment, Halifax, has been making
of New Brunswick theatres.

Equipa tour

extra necessitated by collection of the tax
would not keep the regular patrons away
from the theatres.
At a meeting of the Quebec city administrative committee the Mayor continued his
attack against the theatre operators.
He charged that children, 12, 13 and 14
years of age, are being accosted on the
city streets and being asked to sign a
resolution which has been drawn up in
protest of the ten per cent levy.
The sole dissenting voice was that of
the veteran, Alderman Frank Dinan, of
Champlain Ward. He said he had been
opposed to the tax from the first.

Joe Lieberman of the Maritime Film
Co. motored to Toronto recently to visit
his parents and there met his brother Jay
Lieberman who is connected with the
Rialto Theatre, Edmonton, Alta.
Mrs.

J. V. McLaughlin,

owner

of the

Opera House, Newcastle, N. B., is re-opening the Strand Theatre there just for
weekend business.
This

season

has seen the installation

of

a variety of new equipment in many theatres in the Maritimes, among them the
Majestic, New Waterford, N. S„ the Capitol, Springhill, N. S„ the Russell, Glace
Bay, N. S„ the Jubilee, Stellarton, N. S„
the Opera House, Newcastle, N. B„ the
Imperial, Moncton, N. B., and the Opera.
House, Bathurst, N. B.
Recent visitors to Filmrow included
Harry Adkins and Ted Curtis of the Kent,
Richibucto, N. B.; Jack Kiely, owner of
several theatres in Newfoundland; Ronald
Kertson of the Opera House, Grand Falls,
N. B.. and Fred Gregor and his son of the
Majestic, New Waterford, N. S., who were
passing through Saint John on their way
to Boston.

modest

means

who

can

no longer

bear

an

additional tax load.”
He said even if the city had any intention of rescinding or modifying the tax it
could

not do so because it was a provincial law. The Quebec bill, he said, had

the word “devra” or “will” collect an
additional tax of ten per cent on all admissions to amusements in Quebec City.
“If we disregard that,” the Mayor said,
“we would leave ourselves open to injunc-

“I was against the tax by this means
even before it was brought before the
legislature,” he said.
The Mayor said he had no reply to make
to letter sent him by J. Arthur Paquet.

alleged “falling off” of attendance at local theatres had been taken “unreason-

“We have no intention of dragging this
matter out interminably. I can only reaffirm my previous statement that the
tax was not given a fair trial. I don’t
know who is leading this unreasonable
attack against the city, but from the interest he is taking, it would appear that Mr.
Paquet has a lot to do with it.”
As the committee meeting opened

the real interests of the city of Quebec.”
As predicted in Boxoffice last week,
hundreds of Quebec residents crossed to
the south side of St. Lawrence nightly and

men. He said, “We had no intention of
‘picking on’ Quebec theatres. We needed
the money for the administration of the
city and it was the only way we could

84

Leslie Kerr, 20 th Century-Fox booker, is
on vacation, spending most of his time
cruising on the Saint John River.

tion from all sides.”
He said that the fact had been “openly admitted” by Louis St. Laurent, counsel
for the theatre heads who appeared before the committee last week to protest
the tax.

until the new session of the legislature, and you have given a tangible proof
of good administration and of service to

patronieed the two cinemas in Levis, causing Mayor Borne to remark that this
showed that the expenditure of a few cents

Peter Leger of the Opera House, Bathurst, N. B„ and Mrs. Leger have returned
from the Chateau Frontenac, Quebec City,
where they witnessed the arrival of Their
Majesties in Canada.

Mayor

laid the

matter

before

the

the

Aider-

He stated that levy was a “tax de luxe”
and not one to be taken from people of
get it.”

Again

Figures

the

Mayor

he showed

said

the

indicated

figures

on

that in the

cases of three uptown theatres, the Capitol, Cartier and Canadien, there had been
fluctuations “uninfluenced by taxes.”
He said that in one case attendance
ably.”
(Capitol) had been 23,000 (approximately) in April, 1937, 17,000 in April, 1938,
and 25,000 in April, 1939. Taxes did not
influence those fluctuations,” he added.
The figures he gave indicated similar
happenings in April, May and June, during the three years for all three theatres.
“Closing the theatres, then presenting
figures on May, 1939 — when Quebec had
a circus, baseball opening of the Royal
(Continued on page 88)
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OTTAWA
J^MBROSE NOLAN, proprietor of the Pic
Theatre, Aylmer, has announced his
candidature for the office of Mayor of
that town, the elections to be held this
month. He is the son of P. J. Nolan,
Ottawa theatre owner, who was prominent in municipal life for years, including
two terms as Mayor of the Canadian
Capital.

Hon. J. Earl Lawson, member of the
Canadian Parliament and a former film
exhibitor, condemned the Dominion government in a speech for the repealing of
the excise tax of three per cent on all imports from the United States following
the enactment of the trade treaty, declaring that the move would have disastrous
effects on the employment situation and
that mere trade agreements would not solve
Canada’s national problems. Mr. Lawson
is a corporation lawyer for several film
distributing companies and theatre chains.
Wilkes, United Artists representative, is being greeted as “A1 Jolson’’ by
those who have seen “Rose of Washington Square” because of his striking resemblance to the star — even to the “So
What!” of his conversation.

Earlier Store Closing Bill
Recommended in Toronto

Coupon Redemption Plan
Gets Test in Toronto

Toronto — A proposal of interest to exhibitors is the recommendation of Mayor
Ralph Day of Toronto for early closing of
all retail establishments under compulsion
of law, with a half holiday for all stores
on Wednesday of each week, places of
business to be open late on Saturday nights

Toronto — The Crescent Theatre in West
Toronto, an independent house seating 480
persons, has inaugurated an advanced step

only.

The public would be just as adequately served, he contends, and thousands
of store employes would have the opportunity for amusements and recreation
which
ances.

is now impossible except on statutory holidays and for midnight perform-

In Ottawa, six o’clock closing is permanently in effect except on Saturdays and
the population is free to attend shows every
night of the week.

in the current trend of patronage stimulation through the adoption of a straight
premium plan in which admission coupons
are presented to ticket purchasers.
When

a

customer

has

collected

ten

of

these coupons, he is entitled to a choice
of one of an assortment of merchandise
articles without extra charge.
The

Oriole Theatre,

Toronto,

gave

away

a souvenir badge of the Royal Visit to
every boy and girl attending a Saturday
matinee at which was presented the first
episode

of the serial “Wild

West

Days.”

Mike

“Man of Conquest” was held for a second week at the Elgin Theatre where it
has been having its first Ottawa run.
S. C. Atkinson, vice-president of General Films, Ltd., Regina, has returned to
Canada from a visit to New York City
which he took in the course of his eastern
trip.

CELOTEX
Acoustical

Products

Following the Royal Visit, Manager J.
Marshall of the Rideau Theatre, Ottawa,
has resumed the presentation of an allFrench film program on Wednesday of
each week and will continue the policy
through the summer. French pictures returned to this theatre with the double bill,
“Ca, C’Est du
de Verena.”

Sport”

and

“Le Manage

More time for picture shows and other
recreation is seen in the early-closing
decision for the 14,500 government employes in Ottawa for the months of July
and August when the federal offices will
close at 4 p. m„ or one hour earlier than
during the other ten months of the year.
The closing hour for Saturdays is 1 p. m.
as usual.

With the completion of the Royal Tour,
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. is returning to normalcy and some attention on
the part of headoffice executives in Ottawa will now be devoted to experiments
with television which is to be a government monopoly in the Dominion.

Censorship
Is Favored

Centralization
by Church

Moose

Jaw, Sask. — Suggestion that censorship of motion picture films shown in
Canada should be done by the customs
division of the department of internal revenue instead of by provincial censor boards
was endorsed here by delegates attending
the annual conference of the United
Church of Canada, Saskatchewan section.
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WINNIPEG
pLANS are underway to distribute through
Canada a new series of British Empire
short subjects dealing with life in the
dominions. The subjects deal with life in
England, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand and far flung posts of the empire.
Showing of these shorts in Canada, depicting the film work done in other British possessions, may aid the movement for
films of this type in Canada which was
given impetus recently by the visit here
of John Grierson of England, and also
by the establishment of the newly formed
film board.
Eddie

Newman

of

the

Lyceum

bally-

hooed

his current showing of “Dark Rapture” through the medium of a live show
in front of his theatre. Dressing up two
men as blacks and a third in the traditional regalia of the tropical explorer,
Newman placed them in front of the house
which was decorated with hanging grass
to add the exotic note. Newman also invited the principals of Winnipeg schools
to view the film as his guests.
Flown

by plane

the Nova-Baer
Rio

to the city, the films of

fight played

all week

at the

to

outstanding grosses . . . “Pygmalion,” playing Nathan Miles’ Gaiety this
week, in its second run in the city, did
well enough to warrant an additional
week’s

holdover.

Sim Rost threw the Garrick open to the
ibar veterans of the city who attended the
house as his guests. About 1,400 veterans
Cjnd their wives attended.

■pHE Dunbar Theatre, Howard Boothe,
exhibitor, is delivering a monthly calendar to its patrons with the features, in
a different colored ink, underlaying the
dates on which they will be presented.
Including a pad for memos, this has
proven to be popular with the housewives
and good publicity for the theatre.
Frank Phillips, manager of F. P. art
shop, is away at his favorite fishing
grounds, Lake Lejeune, near Kamloops.
Frank says that the fish are so eager that
one has to get behind a tree when preparing the lure or they will jump up and
grab it.
Gerald (Jerry to you) Sutherland, Les
Young, and Howard Boothe came back
from the trip to that Cariboo mine all
pepped up over its possibilities.

At

the

The Chikiks, father and son, have gone
east to their theatre at a summer resort
near Winnipeg, to open up for the holiday
season, leaving the Bay Theatre in charge
of Miss Chikik and Arthur Spencer.
Leon Shelly, Skreenadz, is back from
that convention of the Motion Picture

86

Metropolitan,

Frank

Willis tied

up “East Side of Heaven” with the music
stores and dance bands of the city who
all plugged the Crosby songs of the film.
A four-column story in the Tribune on the
baby in the film furnished valuable free
publicity. Business was exceptional.
Returned from an FP convention in Toronto are F. H. Kershaw, district supervisor
of FP at Winnipeg, and Mrs. Kershaw;
J. Miles, president of Western Theatres,
Ltd., and Ken Beach of the same organization. . . Roselle Ginsberg of the Grand
Natiotial office is to be married on Sunday.
Mrs. Dave Griesdorf and family are off
to Edmonton for the summer . . . Mrs.
Silverstone of London, Eng., is in the city
. . . Carlie Weiner, formerly of Winnipeg
and now of Minneapolis, passed through
the city.

H. A. Morton of the Morton theatres and
Mrs. Morton are leaving for Minneapolis
. . . Harry Wolfe, manager of RKO in Winnipeg, and Les Plotell of the same firm, are
leaving for the RKO
convention in Los
Angeles.
W. Popham, formerly of Winnipeg, is
now manager of the Roxy, Saskatoon . . .
Dave Rothstein of the Rothstein Theatres
Enterprises has left on an inspection tour
of Saskatchewan theatres . . . Jack Whitehouse, formerly of the Roxy, Saskatoon, is
in Toronto where he is now with 20th-Fox.

Engineers in Los Angeles, and is greatly
impressed with the strides being taken in
both production and projection.
Bob McEwan, Star Theatre, for the time
being, has dropped his golf clubs, picked
up his fishing tackle, and is off for a short
vacation by lake and stream.
Bill Jones,

RKO,

was

due

to leave

last

Tuesday for his company’s convention
which will be held at the Westchester
Country Club near New York City.
Frank

Vaughan and Fred Stone, Empire-Universal, are both away in the interior, but not together.

Larry Bearg and Frank Gow are due
back from the Famous Players convention
on the 13th. They went to the New York
World’s

H. Archie Calledine, Rio and Mar pole
theatres, is another ardent fisherman and
is now off with his rod and reel, leaving
the management of his theatres in the
competent hands of his son, Douglas.

Charge German Club With
Illegal Film Showing

Fair while in the east and returned by ivay of Chicago and Winnipeg.

R. John Dawson, Plaza and Paradise
theatres, was away for about a week, on
business, the theatres’ operation being
carried on in the meantime by the assistant manager, Earl Hayter.
With vacation dates now being set, and
made, for one and all, Ivan Ackery, Or t
pheum Theatre, begins to turn his eyes
and thoughts toward Rainbow Lodge, Alta
Lake, which is his favorite stamping
ground.

Montreal — Criminal court officials debated the question whether a fine of $50
or $500 should be imposed if condition
follows in the case of the German Harmonia Club 'Deutscher Verein Harmonia),
arraigned through counsel on two charges
under the Quebec Moving Pictures Act.
A fortnight ago provincial police raided

the club’s premises on Drummond St„ near
Dorchester, and seized a film, allegedly issued by the Nazi government titled “Pour
Le Merite.” The Crown charges that the
film was shown by the club officials before being approved by the Quebec government censor board and without comlations. plying with amusement tax collection regu-

Through defense counsel, Paul Masse,
an official of the club, pleaded not guilty
and hearing was adjourned. Several local
Nazis and a couple of members of the local
German consulate staff were on hand to
watch the court proceedings.
While authorities have been advised that
the local consular officials were themselves
responsible for bringing the film into the
country, and seizure of the film was protested on that ground, Federal and Provincial police are studying the question to
see if some as yet unidentified agent, not
recognized by the Canadian government,
is the source of the film.
Further court steps may follow under
the recently enacted anti-propaganda legislation, which permits deportation of naturalized Canadians for activities inimical
to the state.
The Quebec government was represented in court by Crown Prosecutor Olier
Renaud, who has headed the investigation
into Nazi activities here. Also present
were Inspector Butler, of the provincial
police squad, and other government agents.

Loew's at London, OnL,
Reports Grosses Even
Montreal — Business of Loew’s London
<Ont.) Theatres in the year to date is understood to be running on about the same
level as in the same period of 1938.
In a
letter accompanying dividend
cheques payable June 1, it was stated that
the management is giving consideration to
reorganization of the capital structure. It
is expected that if a plan is proposed it
will contain a provision for a reduction in
dividend rate of the preferred stock.

Credit Northern Electric
For Wiring Royal Tour
Ottawa— To

the

Northern

Electric

Co.,

Ltd., goes the credit of installing the public address systems for the Dominion government at points where important ceremonials of the Royal Tour in Canada were
held and through which the crowds were
able to hear the voices of Their Majesties
and public officials. This company, which
has

many branches throughout the Dominion, is the Canadian counterpart of
Western Electric in the United States and
of its subsidiary

in Great
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jyjIDSUMMER is close at hand and
theatres are feeling the effect of
competition of the lakes, seashore
mountains. On the other hand tourists
commencing to arrive in Montreal
usually they spend their evenings at
show, so that, as the exhibitor at the

the
the
and
are
and
the
fair

wisecracked: “What we lose on the swings
we make on the roundabouts.”

Warm weather — we can’t call it hot, yet
— is causing those theatres which have
cooling systems, like the Snowdon (first
of them all) the Palace and the Capitol
to look to them to attract those who want
to “come in out of the sun.” The Princess, managed by John Reidy, is installing a cooling system.
Five productions of opera will be given
at the Chalet on the top of Mount Royal
this summer by the Montreal Opera Guild.
“Carmen” will be sung June 30, and “Romeo and Juliet” July 7. Later, “Samson
and Delilah,” and a double program consisting of Arthur Honegger’s “King David”
and Massenet’s “Herodiade” will be heard.
The operas will be staged outdoors on the
platform and steps of the chalet.

Sonja

Henie made such a hit with Montrealers by her personal appearance at the
Forum (which, by the way did not hurt
the attendance at her film performances)
that winter sports girls are expected to
model their next winter’s costumes on her’s.
Sonja has some new and chic rigouts.

Montreal is still a gaily beflagged city,
although some decorations which deteriorated through exposure to the weather
have been removed. Theatre owners are
wondering whether to take their flags down
on the departure of Their Majesties from
Canada or to let them stay and cheer the
tourists.

the first time

since

yet be
a field

Quebec provincial police are stringently
enforcing the ban on admission of juveniles under 16 to motion picture theatres.
Infringements are said to have been increasing in number in country cinemas
and several complaints have been received
by the authorities from parish priests in
rural Quebec municipalities.
Eugene Maynard who manages not only
the Outremont in Montreal but the Savoy
in Verdun reports that the air conditiioning equipment in the latter is working well

Both

film and newspaper circles are interested in the announcement that a threecolor picture of King George with President Roosevelt has been transmitted by
Associated Press wire photo from three
negatives taken by Chicago Tribune. The
positive print made from the blue color
separation negative was transmitted first,
followed by prints from the red and yellow color separation negatives. Success
of this experiment raises the possibility

Some weeks ago Howard Knevels, manager of the Imperial Theatre, was attacked
and the safe robbed by bandits who have
not been discovered. The other night police caught two youths on the theatre fire
escape and charged them with attempted
breaking and entering. They denied the
charge and were remanded.
For

that color films for the screen may
sent over the wire, the idea opening
for inventors.

and

luring large numbers of people inside these hot days. The ushers in the
Savoy have been equipped with new white
summer uniforms with maroon labels and
look very smart.

Marius Ruel, formerly operator at the
Outremont, has been given the position
of operator in the Savoy, Verdun, replacing the late Emery Berthiaume who was
found drowned at Riviere des Prairies a
few days ago. As Mr. Ruel lives in Verdun the change to a theatre in his home
town was a welcome one.
Filmrow visitors include: E. Fontaine,
Empire, La Tuque; J. Bourdon, Alamo,
Chateauguay; Oscar Thuot, Imperial, St.
John’s;

Chas. Auclair, Capitol and Drummond, Drummondville; Dave Berzan, Cen-

tre Palace, Montreal; E. Senecal, George’s,
Ste. Therese; Geo. Champagne, Auditorium, Shawinigan Falls; T. Trow, Imperial,

its spectacular

run at Loew’s, “Pygmalion” has returned
to Montreal and is being shown at the

Three Rivers, and Leo
land, Waterloo, Que.

Imperial, along with “Highway Patrol.”
Many who saw “Pygmalion” on its first
run returned to freshen up their impressions of it.

From the boardwalk of Atlantic City
where he holidayed, to the goldfields of

French-Canadian newspapers complained
that the 7iewsreels did not sufficiently report the reception of Their Majesties in
Quebec, and in particular did not reproduce the addresses delivered in French by
King George and Queen Elizabeth. France
Film has filled the gap, obtaining from
Associated Screen News these important
features which are being shown at the St.
Denis, the largest French theatre in the
city.

Star-

northern Quebec, is the interesting transition experienced by Archie Cohen, salesman for Columbia in Montreal, who is 7iow
visitmg 071 busmess Rouyn,
other minmg ceriters.

The new 100 Percenter, Tommy Dowbiggin, Montreal salesman, chats with
Robert Preston, Paramount Golden
Circle player.

“Prison Without Bars,” is one of them.
He was educated, like this correspondent,
at Dollar Academy, the Scottish Eton,
which attracts a large number of Canadians.

Dowbiggin
Los

For

the first time in local theatre history a special advertiseme7it was devoted
to air co7iditio7iing . The Capitol took large
space in an afternoon 7iewspaper to an7iounce “completion of the most elaborate
air-co7iditioni7ig system ever installed in

Cited

Angeles — Tommy Dowbiggin, Montreal salesman, was among the 17 new

members of Paramount’s 100 Per Cent Club
named at the company convention here.
He

also received
surance policy.

Advisor

a bonus

on Circus

and

special in-

Sequences

Hollywood — Manager of the A1 G.
Barnes outfit for nine years, S. L. Cronin
has been signed as technical advisor on
the circus sequences

in Metro’s

“A Day

Val d’Or and

As a summer attraction, Papineau Theatre has giveaways in the form of dinnerware thrice weekly, and features A1 Plunkett’s Amateurs Saturday nights. A showing of the Nova-Baer fight pictures pleased
the sportingly inclined amongst the patrons.

In Hollywood —

Scots public school FP’s in Montreal
express pleasure at learning that Barry K.
Barnes, who played a leading part in

Nova-Baer fight pictures were flown to
Montreal arid had their first presentation
next day at the Princess. Booth Canadian
Films demonstrated color and sound recorded on 16 mm films and projected from
a print in Kodachrome. The demonstration took place in Toronto. When George
Booth was asked if he could register a
sound track for print-reproductions by
amateurs his affirmative reply raised hopes
of a rosy future for amateurs.

Choquette,

at

this city — cool, fresh, filtered air."
Demolition of what was in pre-automobile days a famous roadhouse known as
Tony Lumpkins’, located in what was then
a rural district Cote des Neiges, now a
residential district of the city, has revived rumors that a motion picture theatre will be built there. Tire site being
cleared is next door to a waxworks which
in turn faces the
ing” shrine of St.
late Frere Andre,
grims and tourists

famous “miracle-workJoseph, founded by the
a district in which pilcongregate.

the Circus.”
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Quebec Theatre Tax
"Strike” Sustained
(Continued
visit — to compare

from
with

page
May

84)
of last year

was unreasonable,” the Mayor averred.
The meeting indicated no change in the
city’s stand. The alderman agreed with
Elzear A. Tremblay (Montcalm) that it
would do “everything possible” for those
133 who had lost their jobs through the
closing of the 11 theatres in Quebec.
The

matter

was

dropped

and

further

business taken up shortly after Aiderman L. F. Martel had voiced opinion that
the extra “couple of cents is not going
to stop theatregoers from indulging in a
favorite pastime.” He said that people
were not “kicking” against the increase
of the price at the Rialto (Limoilou) from
10 to 12 cents.
Alderman
that
were

Dinan

countered

prices in “theatres of
absolutely outlandish.”

by

saying

upper

town

“If people are willing to pay 50 cents
normally to get into a show they are not
going to be so unreasonable as to complain about paying an additional
reply came from Tremblay.

nickel,”

“We will not consider any sort of halfway measure in this matter,” Mr. Paquet
countered. He said a reply to the Mayor’s
words at Committee and the general attitude of the Aldermen who backed Mayor
Borne with the exception of Frank Dinan,
would be sent.
It was understood the letter would be
comparatively short, and would indicate
primarily that the theatres would not consider any part-way move to alleviate the
present deadlock. Belief is that the 11
shows will insist on the rescinding of the
ten per cent
manner.

tax in the “all or nothing”

to meet

municipal

expenses

and

so balance its budget. The aldermen looked around and could find only the theatres
upon which to apply extra taxes. A ten
per cent increase was ordered and notice
to this effect was given to the managers.
Prices were raised accordingly, the result
being that during the month of May there
was a sharp decline in attendance. The
theatres assert that in some instances the
gross tax assessment take from 30 to 40
per cent of their earning at the boxoffice.
To continue business in such circumstances,
it is maintained, would be to lose money,
hence the decision to close the doors. The
aldermen, it is stated, profess to believe
that the proprietors are merely bluffing
and that they will finally have to reopen their doors. The reply to this charge
is that there is no bluff at all, and that
unless

the extra ten per cent tax is removed it will be idle to try to operate
moving picture houses in the Ancient

Capital.
“Whatever
it is certain
that

the merits of the arguments,
that the theatres are closed,

the proprietors are getting no revenue and that about 133 persons have been

deprived of their jobs. What are the workless employes to do? Go on the dole?
In such an event the cost of their keep
would have to be borne by the taxpayers,
who

also, like the theatres,
dened as it is. From this
issue looks like another case
killing the tax goose, an all

are overburdistance the
of legislators
too common

practice. It is to be presumed that Quebec civic fathers will have the wisdom to
reconsider their decision and perhaps meet
the protesting entertainment purveyors
half-way.

Certainly

a

city without

the-

atres would be unique, and in Quebec’s
case the very valuable tourist trade might
receive a severe blow. The tax question
should be settled, for if the movie houses
remain closed there will be much loss all
around.”

Rap at Taxes in Editorial
On Theatre Shut-Downs
Ottawa — Dealing with the closing of
theatres in Quebec City under the heading

Bill and

“Done by High Taxes,” the Ottawa Journal publishes the following editorial:

cannot

change

it.”

“If the people of Quebec are so violently against the new tax, as the theatre
directors claim,” he went on, “it would
seem strange that they are going over to
Levis to see shows, a procedure much more
expensive than the payment of additional
two or three cents to admission prices in
Quebec.”

Newspaper
In Theatre

Urges

Compromise

Tax “Strike"

Montreal — A plea for the ending of the
theatre strike by settling of the tax question is voiced as follows by Montreal
Gazette :
“Moving picture theatres pay heavy
taxes and this cost, like all others, has
to be met by the customers. In Quebec
City the limit of expense has evidently
been reached and now that the civic fathers have added ten per cent to the taxation all the 11 houses have closed their
doors.

There is a deadlock between proprietors and the municipality and thousands of citizens are without their entertainment.
“The city’s side of the case is in effect
the need of an additional $300,000 annual

88

Houses Over Year
Toronto — The number of theatres in
operation in the Province of Ontario now
stands at 372, an increase of 18 over the
total of 354 which were licensed one year
ago. The total two years ago was 329, the
increase in the 24 months being 43. The
statistics reveal that 12 theatres were constructed since the spring of 1938 while six
have been re-opened. Construction figures
show that 15 theatres in Ontario underwent extensive alterations during the past
12 months.
Of interest is the fact that the number
of public halls throughout the Province
continues to decline, despite the jump in
circulation of 16mm films. There are now
2,736 halls which operate under government license, as compared with 2,921 one
year ago and 3,344 two years ago.
Fourteen

“The government of the Province of
Quebec authorized the City of Quebec to
impose an amusement tax of 20 per cent
and the outcome is not more money but
less for the city treasury from this source.
Owners of the 11 motion picture theatres
of the city have closed their doors — throwing 135 persons out of work — because they
found they could not operate in the face
cf diminishing patronage that followed the
stiff increase in prices.
“No doubt the City of Quebec counted
upon the theatres for the greater part of
its amusement tax revenue. Now it finds
that by doubling the tax, which used to
stand at 10 per cent, it has forced them
to close — it has killed the goose that laid
the golden eggs. There is a point beyond
which taxes cannot be raised profitably,
a point where the law of diminishing returns comes into play, as Ontario may
discover in its eight-cent gasoline tax.
“One of the
taxation of one
ing 40 per cent
just impossible
conditions, with
having to meet

Quebec movie owners said
sort and another was takof his receipts and it was
to carry on under such
the remaining 60 per cent
costs of operation and, in

film exchanges

are recognized

by the Ontario government as compared
with 13 offices 12 months ago and 17 two
years ago.
comprise:

The

operating

exchanges

now

Colonial Pictures, Ltd.; Columbia Pictures of Canada: Cosmopolitan Films, Ltd.;
Empire-Universal Films; Grand National
Films; Paramount Film Service; Peerless
Films; Perfection Pictures; Regal Films,
Ltd.; RKO Radio Pictures; Superior Films,
Ltd.; 20th Century-Fox Films; United
ists Corp., Ltd., and Vitagraph, Ltd.
The

number

of licensed

Art-

projectionists

under

the jurisdiction of the theatre inspection branch is 706, while 341 apprentices have been registered, making a total
of 1,047. One year ago there were 1,019
while

Mayor Borne retorted, “Mr. Paquet can
write as many letters as he likes. The
tax has been imposed, it is in the Quebec
we

Increase in Ontario

the
taled 982.

operators

two

years

ago

to-

There was only one film fire during the
fiscal year as compared with three during
the previous 12 months. Six theatres and
projectionists were prosecuted for infractions of the Theatres and Cinematographs Act while seven projectionists
were suspended.
two

Licenses were issued to 234 traveling
film shows during the 12 months ending
31, this being a substantial increase from the total of 156 at the end of
the previous fiscal year.
March

Sign— Anne
Tyrone's
Sister
Hollywood
Power,
sister of Tyjoined 20th-Fox’s
rone, haspartment
on a term contract.

Dual

writing

de-

Pact to Wilbur

Hollywood — Crane Wilbur
new writer-director contract

has drawn a
at Warner.

fairness, a moderate profit. Business cannot be expected to operate for the sole
benefit of governments. If there is not
the incentive of private advantage, a reasonable chance to make a profit, those who
have money for investment will not risk
it in speculative enterprises and nobody
can blame them.
“Quebec has given us another indication
that taxes in this country probably have
reached
some

the peak of their productiveness —

obviously

have

passed
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Nail Reports Camera
Sites Sold
Toronto— — -Wild
floating

around,

rumors

ever

have

been

the

Royal

since

Visit,

regarding

prices

rental

of vantage

points

paid

for

the

for cameramen

who

worked under the pooled arrangement for major newsreel companies,

one

report

having

if that

$8,000

paid for a roof-top position
ceremonial in Toronto.
The
not
the

official word

one

necessary

is forthcoming

period
from

the

was

facing

cent was paid for camera
cations, these having been acquired

under orders
ernment.

^HE latest official report is that J. J.
Fitzgibbons, vice-president and managing
director of Famous Players Canadian Corp.,
is recuperating nicely at his residence, 132
South Drive, Toronto, after his removal
from Rochester, Minn., where he underwent a major operation.

without

Toronto’s film colony was much interested in the graduation of Albert Glazer
from the University of Toronto, the traditional sheepskin being presented at the
colorful Convocation last week. Albert is
the son of Sam Glazer, Toronto branch
manager of United Artists.

a

that
lofor

charge

Dominion

gov-

Lloyd Taylor, formerly of Calgary, Alta.,
and manager of the Madison Theatre here
for some months, has been appointed manager of the new Lincoln Theatre in St.
Catharines, Ont., which was erected by
S. Kamin.

”60 Glorious Years" Is
Held for Fall Showing
Toronto — The

decision

has

been

reach-

ed to hold off the engagement of “60
Glorious Years” at the Uptown Theatre,
Toronto, ace house of the Famous Players’ chain, until the fall, although it had
been booked into the theatre for showing
simultaneously with the visit of Their
Majesties in Toronto. Advertisements on
the feature dealing with the life of Queen
Victoria actually appeared in Toronto
newspapers and everything was ready for
the opening when circuit executives in
Toronto received information from Quebec
City and Montreal that the arrival of the
Royal Party had discouraged theatre attendance— and the feature was suddenly
withdrawn.
With

the subsiding of Royal Visit excitement in the Toronto district, the Canadian premiere of “The Sun Never Sets,”
dealing with the progress of the British
Empire, got under way at the Toronto
Uptown on June 14, this being presented
as a gala follow-up attraction for the
visit of the King and Queen to Ontario
cities and towns.

Two-Reeler Depicting
Tour in the Making
Ottawa— -In response

to the

early

de-

mand by the general public in Canada for
complete moving pictures of the Royal
Tour, augmenting the current newsreel
releases, preparations are being rushed
on a two-reel film depicting incidents of
the visit of the King and Queen in Ottawa where a number of the important
ceremonials were held.
The

special film, which is being sponsored by the Dominion government, is to
be called “Royal Banners Over Ottawa”
and is being done in colors through the
employment of the Dufay-color process.
In addition to the placing of a copy of
all newsreel shots of the Royal Tour in
the Canadian Government Archives at Ottawa for the use of posterity, care is being
taken in the collection of a duplicate copy
of all tour films for presentation to Their
Majesties after the Canadian visit is a
matter of history.
BOXOFFICE
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During a business visit in Toronto, Robert Hambleton, owner of the Capitol at
Simcoe and the Oxford at Tillsonburg , announced that he had introduced vaudeville
at the Tillsonburg house which has new
opposition in the opening of the Strand
Theatre, an Allen circuit unit seating 700
persons. O. Thibedeau is the manager of
the Strand.
Jimmie Lynch, for years manager of the
Runnymede Theatre, Bloor West, Toronto,
and popularly known as “The Reeve of
Runnymede,” conducted an Anniversary
Week with special trimmings which included a club night each evening for community organizations and stage features.
V. Simone, owner of the Radio City and
Beverly theatres, has announced that matinees have been discontinued at the former
theatre under a currently-adopted summer policy, and a bargain admission price
of 25c from 6:30 to 7 p. m.
The

Nova vs. Baer fight pictures, released in Canada by Grand National Films,
Ltd., had their first run at the Casino
Theatre in downtown Toronto. Harry J.
Allen, general manager of Grand National, has announced that he has secured
the Canadian rights for the film of the
approaching scrap between Joe Louis and
Tony Galento.
John Hazza of Calgary, district manager for Famous Players Canadian Corp.,
was a visitor at the Toronto head office
of the company. Noted as a turfman and

Oshawa Regent Subsidiary
Stock Will Be Halved
Toronto — Carrying

out its policy of capi-

tal consolidation. Famous Players Canadian Corp. will cut in half the preferred
stock of Paramount Oshawa Theatres, Ltd.,
a subsidiary which operates the Regent
Theatre in Oshawa, Ont., by redeeming
half of the $125,000 7 per cent preferred
on June 30, the redemption price being
$110. This will be done out of current
assets, with dividend requirements having
been earned. A new issue of five per cent
preferred with a par value of $100, amounting to $62,500, will replace the balance of
the preference shares now outstanding.

ranch owner, Mr. Hazze was an enthusiastic patron of the sprmg meeting at Thorncliffe racetrack, Toronto, during his stay
in the East.
Manager Charles F. Ingram of the Bayview Theatre is one who believes in the
efficacy of the film serial in maintaining
Saturday matinee business during the summer months. He has booked the 15 chapters of “Hi-Yo, Silver” and announced the
added treat by means of blotters which
were distributed at the schools.
Visitors from out of town along Toronto’s
Filmrow have included Mrs. B. K. Moore
of Moore’s Theatre, Grimsby; L. G. Farrow of the Vogue Theatre, Port Credit;
TV. G. Goodman arid J. G. Strathy, joint
owners of the Brock Theatre, Whitby; L.
Lush of the Berford, Wiarton; Nicholas
Trebish, Capitol, Meaford; Gordon Hogarth, Roxy, Kingsville, and Ralph Beamonte, who hurried over to Toronto and
back to the Hollywood Theatre, Niagara
Falls, in time to see the King and Queen
cross to the United States.
One who had not been around Toronto
in months was Frank Gow, veteran exhibitor of Vancouver and later district
manager of Famous Players Canadian Corp.
for the Terminal City.
Manager Jack Arthur of the Uptown
Theatre, Toronto, has been asked hundreds
of times when “60 Glorious Years” is to
play the theatre following its withdrawal
from the schedule. The change in plans
looks as if it will prove to be a high-class
publicity stunt and the inquiries indicate
a good run of the picture next September .
Luigi Romanelli, who first gained fame
as the director of music for the coast-tocoast network of Allen Theatres 20 years
ago, played with his Toronto concert orchestra at the private dinner of the King
and Queen at Niagara Falls just prior to
their U. S. visit.
A

wave of hot weather, somewhat belated, had Toronto exhibitors dusting off
the “Cool” signs and putting in the green
bulbs. One theatre to get an entirely new
air-control installation is Loew’s Theatre,
London, Ont., where Fred Jackson has
presided for years as manager.
Jack Chisholm of Toronto is directing
the making of a two-reel color film for the
Milk Foundation of Ontario and has been
touring the Province to get appropriate
pastoral views with proper “moo”
effects.

sound

The annual report of the Ontario board
of moving picture censors has been mailed
to the film exchanges from the government offices in Toronto. Details contained
in this report were published in Boxoffice
back in May.
James

A. Davidson

of Superior Films,

Ltd., made a “regal tour” of his own
through the thickly-populated western Ontario district after the visit of Their Majesties. Jim claimed that the exhibitors in
the various towns had left up their decorations for him.
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late this month

on completion

of a $50,000

remodeling

J^OYAL Canadian Mounted Police have
joined the salesmen and agents who are
learning via visual aids. Members of the
force go to school now to learn proper
crime detection methods in the Regina
training headquarters by motion pictures
.. . . Incidentally, talking of the R.C.M.P.,
the provisional title for a motion picture
of the training of a policeman now being
prepared by General Films, Regina, is
“Scarlet

and Gold,” referring to the predominant colors in the famed police force’s
uniform . . . Peter George of General Films
was the only newsreel cameraman to get
shots of royalty’s visit to the Regina barracks. They are now appearing in clips of
some seven different newsreel companies.
Film salesmen are coming faster these
days what with improved crop prospects
and a good outlook for the season ... In
the south of the province during the week
Lou Geller of Warner’s Winnipeg office; a new traveler for Columbia, J. Cohen;
Harry Phillet of Regal Films ; Dave Brickman, manager, and Russ Simpson, sales-

plan. Local merchants are cooperating by purchasing congratulatory
advertising. He has given rights to the
Independent Order of Daughters of the
Empire to sell it for their milk fund.
The

Russian-made picture, “Great Citizen,” showed at Arelee recently . . . Weekly talking picture programs have returned

to Paramount’s

west

coast

With workmen swarming all over his
house in the program of $10,000 worth of
minor alterations, Manager Otis
worries around the Grand Theatre
gina were not improved when his
began to swell and his head to swim.
“friends” chided him with having
he hurried to a doctor and learned

Bowes’
in Rethroat
While
mumps
it was

nothing more than a minor throat irritation that would be over in a day or so.
The Great War Veterans Ass’n operates
the theatre at Wadena. Their advertisements in the local press have always had
a tang to them not found elsewhere. For
instance, the other day they had two features, one of them starring Gene Autry.
Their advertisement in the Wadena paper
advised: “Those Autry pictures are too well
known to need comment. We won’t be
showing Shorts this week as two pictures
are very long and people fidget. Come early
so you won’t miss any part of the two
high class pictures. If you are late you’ll
see one whole picture anyway.”
The

Windsor

Theatre

at Windthorst

out-

did the bigger centers in handling “Youth
Marches On,” a story of the Oxford Group
Movement, on the same program as “Arizona Wildcat” recently. In town that day
was Premier W. J. Patterson of Saskatchewan to visit the place on the occasion of
a big meeting. The theatre management
induced him to appear on the stage briefly before the showing of the Oxford picture as he is shown in it bidding members of the group’s camp at Regina
bye before they sail to England.

good-

Though

Bank Nights are illegal in Saskatchewan, nobody bothers much in the
hinterlands, it seems. At the Watson Theatre in Watson they have a Booster Night
with $10 drawn for twice a week. At Viscount, where J. Zaitzow is the proprietor ,
Manager A. E. Dodds announced a Pay
Night on Saturdays with a draw for $6.
Manager Bill Novak of the Capitol, Regina, is readying a swanky booklet in connection with the reopening of the theatre
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JJDDIE ZORN,
for Alberta,

Famous Players manager
returned June 9 from a

two

weeks’ trip to the head office in Toronto. Zorn left Calgary the following
day for an inspection trip to Red Deer
and Edmonton.
Capitol

Theatre

in Edmonton

has

the

to Lake Lenore unth a showing of “Wells
Fargo.” A new addition to the combined
hall and showhouse is now being completed
... At Conquest the livewire management
of the Coliseum Theatre brought back color

enviable record of being the one city theatre in Canada which has never adopted
the double bill policy. House Manager
Walter Wilson, veteran with the Famous

pictures of the Coronation
ties.

Players

of Their

Majes-

Dinnerware for the ladies is helping boost
patronage at the Davidson Theatre in
Davidson . . . The Roxy Theatre at Wilkie
finds there are so many good productions
on the market now it is impossible to
show them all with two changes only a
week. From now on the show house will
run three changes a week.

were

man, en route
convention.

CALGARY

With the Capitol in Regina closed for
remodeling and the Metropolitan getting
all the first run features, that house’s
double feature policy has been temporarily
abandoned. It did not go well with a few
of the patrons, however. One advanced on
Manager Charlie Bahrynowski the other
night and announced she would “never
walk in this theatre again” if he did not
quickly return to double bills.

F-P July Convention
May Include All
Toronto — Tentative dates for the annual
convention of Famous Players Canadian
Corp. have been set for the last week in
July, one month ahead of the 1938 session which was delayed because of the absence in Europe of President N. L. Nathanson who got back to Toronto just in
time to address the managers at the final
business gathering.
Information has come from a reliable
source that the FP managers from all parts
of the Dominion will be present at the
1939 meeting, which means that theatres
from Halifax, N. S., to Vancouver, B. C.,
will all be represented

in the one

gather-

ing for the first time in the company’s
history, the previous practice being to hold
eastern and western regional conventions.
Last year’s western meeting was held at
Winnipeg in September and Mr. Nathanson attended a western session on that occasion for the first time, departmental
executives being present as usual from the
Toronto head office.
A guessing contest is in progress as to
where the forthcoming meeting will be
held because of the intimation that it will
be conducted outside of Toronto, the suggestions ranging all the way from the Brock
Hotel at Niagara Falls to the Circle M.
Ranch at Kleinburg and Bigwin Inn in
the picturesque Muskoka Lakes region.
Financial progress is being shown by the
Canadian theatre chain in the reduction of
bonded indebtedness which has been made
possible by the company’s strong cash position. A block of bonds, amounting to

chain, has always shown consistently a profit, despite strong opposition
of independent opponents running double
features.
Lee Brewer ton has been so infected with
the stories told by his brother Gordon,
who has just returned from a trip to the
Frisco Fair and to Hollywood, that he is
determined to emulate his example and
visit California.

Lee

was

especially

en-

thused over his brother’s reception at the
studios he visited. The Brewerton boys
run a chain of theatres in southern Alberta,
including houses at Raymond, Cardston
and Magrath.

Six Centers in Dominion
Send Men to RKO Meet
Toronto — A dozen or more officials and
salesmen of RKO
Distributing Corp. of
Canada, Ltd., are booked to attend the
annual convention of RKO Radio Pictures
at the Westchester Country Club, Rye,
N. Y., during the four days commencing
June 19 for the unfolding of plans, pictures and policies for the new season. Six
key centers of the Dominion from coast to
coast will be represented in the delegation
which will be headed by Leo M. Devaney,
general
The

manager of the Canadian organization for many years.
six Canadian branches will have the

following representation:
Toronto — J. F. Meyers, branch manager;
Harry Decker and Murray Devaney.
Montreal — Mark Plottel, branch manager; H. Miller.
St. John, N. B. — Ernest
branch manager.
Winnipeg — Harry

Woolfe,

A.

Whelpley,

branch

mana-

ger; F. Plottel.
Calgary — H. F. Taylor, branch manager;
Joseph McPherson.
Vancouver — William S. Jones, branch
manager.
The

Canadian

sales force

goes

to the

rally enthusiastic with the knowledge of
a good showing in the George Schaefer
Drive over a period of 18 weeks, the Calunit under
leadership
Taylorgarybeing
well the
to the
fore in of
the“Hat”
race
and

the Toronto office, under Frank
ers, being among the topnotchers.

Gets

RKO

Mey-

Termer

Hollywood — Helen Fortescue Reynolds
has been given a term acting contract by
RKO.

$350,000, matured this month and have
been taken up while further outstanding
bonds

are shortly to be retired, it is intimated, all of which will help the net earnings of the corporation.
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Subject Review 5

War , Peace and
Propaganda
RKO

(March

of Time — No. 11)

19 Mins.

The current issue muddles through like
the British foreign policy. It attempts to
show Great Britain today needs America’s
friendship and the present visit of the
King and Queen is all part of that objective. It also includes the reason for the
propaganda as analyzed by the Propaganda Institute. What England is doing
today is arming for war, and according to
the reel, what the nature of the United
States’ assistance will be rests with the
American people. However, the failure to
make the issue at question clearer does
not detract from its worthwhileness as program material. It is highly absorbing.
There are some grand shots of the World’s
Fair where the Empire exhibit is singled
out and a number of interesting clips of
defensive measures taken by the smaller
nations who happen to be within the Nazi
orbit.

Home
M-G-M

Early

(Robert Benchley)

9 Mins.

Just because this deals with a husband
taking the afternoon off to come early
to surprise the wife — which is definitely
not an American custom — the wives in the
audience will enjoy it most. They will find
lots of fun in the gag stuff that takes
place. Benchley finds his household jammed with cackling bridge players who refuse to go home. After trying vainly to
get a little privacy, the while his wife suspects him of being in hot water at the office, Benchley finally takes to the cellar,
makes a few passes at a bottle of liquor and
gets up enough courage to frighten his
wife’s guests out of their abode.

€HORT
OF

THE

WEEK

Angel of Mercy
M-G-M

(Passing

Parade)

10 Mins.

Probably countless thousands of persons are unfamiliar with the facts leading to the creation of the Red Cross in
America. Even if they are, they and
everyone will want to see this excellent
subject. Indeed, it is a credit to
M-G-M to have conceived it and to have
produced

it with such acumen and reverence. For more than once the film

evokes a choking feeling, so intent and
real is its dramatic content. In a day
when
home

the woman's place was in the
Clara Barton, kindly New England school mistress, burst all bonds
of convention by championing a cause
— let the women minister to their
wounded men on the battlefields. Ridiculed on every side. Miss Barton went
on for years single handed, nursing
the fallen. Her spirit and courage had
their reward. In due course her object
was

recognized by every civilized nation and finally brought America in as
the last nation to establish a Red Cross
chapter.

(Merrie

Melody)

7 Mins.

Probably the first animated capsule of
Americanism handled in a manner which
will make exhibitors wonder why they
have to pay for it. It’s strictly flag waving
and has only bits of fine cartoon work to
recommend it. Porky Pig gives up trying to
memorize the Pledge of Allegiance. He falls
asleep over his history book and Uncle
Sam explains to him how American won its
freedom. A fine drawing of Lincoln climaxes the reel.

Community
Columbia

Sing

(No. 10)

10 Mins.

A new innovation in this series. Danny
Webb acts as master of ceremonies and
the four King Sisters lead the singing.
The songs are “All I Do Is Dream of You,”
“Among My Souvenirs,” “I’ll See You in
My Dreams,” “Thanks for the Memory”
and “There’s a Rainbow Round My Shoulder.” There shouldn’t be much difficulty
in getting the audience to participate with
this catalogue.
BOXOFFICE

:: June

(Miniature)

11 Mins.

One of the world’s unsung heroes is the
basis of this subject. He is Matthew Fontaine Maury, pictured as being solely responsible for charting the winds and currents that has made present day sea and
air navigation possible It is a splendid
subject and one that should capture the
imagination of intelligent persons. Maury,
joins the navy and soon is elethe youth,
vated to lieutenant. He is the victim of
an accident, and is landlocked. He never
ceases the study of meterology and is able
to prove his theories, which everyone
doubts, by rescuing a stranded vessel. With
fame at his feet, he resigns from the navy
and joins the Confederacy, being a southerner, when the Civil War breaks out.
Destined to be cast a traitor to his country, Maury is finally given a full pardon
efforts. A short
through General Lee’s proud
to present.
that any theatre can be

WSREELS

NE

Tuesday,

Movietone
negotiate at
Belgium; the
fore II Duce;
salutes N. Y.
planes
army
som Downs;
U. S. poloists

No.

News,

June

77:

6

Democratic

powers

visit in
monarchs
Middies graduate; girls parade bepullman
flying
Girl;”
Miss "Smile
; aerial aces thrill French crowds;
in formation flight; Lew Lehr; EpHarry Cooper wins golf prize, and

Geneva;

beat

friendly

British.

for CouNews of the Day, No. 275: Clear valley
; the
lee Dam; King and Queen head for U. S.
N. Y. ,
Middies graduate; flying pullman salutes
before
parade
girls
shrine;
Lourdes
reaches
Snite
British, and the
11 Duce; U. S. poloists down
Derby.
Epsom
Paramount

News,

No.

88:

Hoover

lauds

work

aerial aces thrill French crowds; gas explosion wrecks Ohio school; Snite reaches Lourdes
salutes N. Y.; Epsom
shrine; flying pullman
Galento
out Baer; Tony
knocks
Nova
Downs;
poloists down British.
S.
U.
starts training, and
seeks
ship
Refugee
92:
No.
Pathe News,
KKO
haven; Daladier honors U. S. war dead; Leiserson
down
poloists
appointed to labor board; U. S.
British; wildcat gusher floods streets; Danish
gymnasts arrive for World's Fair; Galento begins
training, and Johnstown wins Belmont stakes.
Ohio
Universal Newsreel, No. 777 : Gas wrecks
school; King and Queen visit veterans; Refugees
for
area
clear
seek haven; Middies graduate;
Coulee L>am; aerial aces thrill French crowd; Snite
salutes
pullman
flying
shrine;
reaches Lourdes
air
N. Y. ; girls parade before 11 Duce; thrilling
arrive; Indians
staged; Danish gymnasts
show
defy "death” on horseback, and U. S. poloists
plan;

Old Glory
Vitaphone

Prophet Without Honor
M-G-M

Haunted
Vitaphone

House

(True Adventures)

12 Mins.

A simple little tale of two girls trapped
in an old, uninhabited house makes for a
gripping yarn as Floyd Gibbons tells it.
Considerable suspense is packed into the
dramatization. The two girls are off for
a visit and when it rains take shelter in
what is considered a “haunted house.” At
the same time, an escaped convict is using
the place as a hideout. He binds and gags
the girls when he leaves and the two spend
a miserable night until next morning when
state troopers stumble upon the place.

For Your Convenience
Vitaphone

(Color Parade)

10 Mins.

A variety of subjects presented in a
pithy manner and handled intelligently all
the way. A Bowery beautician who paints
black eyes, a sequence showing how parachutes are folded, another dealing with
the modern method of making coffee and
the last illustrating the latest innovations in keeping slim, comprise the reel.

win.
Thursday,

June

9

(Note: All companies had special sequences on
the arrival of the King and Queen which were
d and
post-release
shipped separately. Paramount
devoted a full
reel.)
News, No. 78: Will Rogers’ statue
Movietone
unveiled;
navy bombers go aloft; amiateur flier
crashes in Atlantic; an inventor gets a ducking;
fashions; the Belmont
stakes; Swedish gymnasts
display skill; Joe Louis trains; California timber
toppers; and Lew Lehr.
News

of

the

Day,

No.

276:

Fire

thrills

Square;
Will Rogers’ statue unveiled; English
training.
ships sweep skies; and Galento and Louis

Times
warstart

Paramount
News, No. 89: A
full reel starting
with the arrival at Niagara Falls to the highlights of the capital visit.
RKO
Pathe News,
scorched fashions.
earth; Will
summer

No. 93; Japan master over
Rogers’ statue unveiled; and

Universal Newsreel, No. 778: Flier crashes in
Atlantic; blaze blocks Times Square; perfect back
found in contest; statue of Will Rogers unveiled;
film keglers open alleys; new
mirrored lounges
shown; 5,000 kids at birthday party; and Prince
Olaf takes to skis.
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A

AMBUSH (Para)
I played this on Saturday in place of my
usual western and the picture drew fine and
pleased nearly 100 per cent. I would rate it
well above average for a Paramount programmer. Population: 450. Capacity: 240.—
J. Foster Bailey, New Theatre, Coffeeville,
Miss.

An

open forum for exhibitor comment. Please address communications
and requests for report blanks to THE
EXHIBITOR
HAS HIS SAY, Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City,
Mo.

with hospital type pictures. Enjoyed by the
majority. Population: 450. Capacity: 240. —
I. Foster Bailey, Coffeeville, Miss.

ARKANSAS TRAVELER (Para)
A small town natural. Even at this late
date, it went over with a BANG. If you

Let's have more like this. Thurs., Fri. Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-15. General patronage. Population: 3,400,000. Capacity: 668. —
Frank Blocher, Kimbark Theatre, Chicago, 111.

FOUR GIRLS IN WHITE (M-G-M)
A crackerjack. Pleased everyone. This
Florence Rice girl is very good in this one.

haven't
then by all
means
book it
at once.played
Wed. it, Weather:
Fair.
Admission:

G

20-10. Rural patronage. Population: 750. Capacity: 200. — L. B. Rockett, Wahoo Theatre,
Dubach, La.

GATEWAY
(20th-Fox)
Title meant nothing to boxoffice, but could
find no fault with the production. Thurs.,
Fri. Weather: Fair. Small town patronage.
Population: 1,000. Capacity: 450. — Grobaski

B

c
CALLING

DR.

KILDARE

(M-G-M)

Played as a Mother's Day special and did
better than average business. Personally I
disagree with the critics who claim this picture did not measure up to it's predecessor.
There may have been some duplication of
lines, etc., but the audience could still understand and believe what was going on and
therefore appeciate it. Sun., Mon. Admisr
sion: 40-10. Cosmopolitan patronage. Population: 600. Capacity: 275. — E. A. Stein, OutWickenburg-Way Theatre, Wickenburg, Ariz.
CONFESSIONS OF A NAZI SPY (FN)
We gave this top booking, but could have
easily done the business it did in one day,
mid-week spot. A very small percentage of
our potential patrons were interested enough
in the spy expose to dish out the coin. Americanism seems to be a pretty hopeless theme
for entertainment in these woods. Mon.,
Tues. Weather: Cold. Admission: 40-30. General patronage. Population: 3,500. Capacity:
562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre,
Williamsburg, Va.

D
DARK VICTORY (FN)
An outstanding piece of work from Bette
Davis, but this type of show does not draw
the men out, so did only average business.
Wed., Thurs. Weather: Good. Admission:
30-15. Rural and small town patronage. Population: 1,650. Capacity: 250. — G. B. Woodbury, Bethel Theatre, Bethel, Vt.

FLIRTING WITH FATE (M-G-M)
Guess my midweek customers

like this kind

as they seemed to enjoy it a lot. It's screwy.
Tues., Wed. Weather: OK. Rural patronage. Population: 900. Capacity: 180. — T.
Tomter, Grand Theatre, Highmore, S. D.
FOUR GIRLS IN WHITE (M-G-M)
A picture that had a fair draw
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Bros., Mazda

as, is usual

Theatre, L'Anse, Mich.

H
HARDYS RIDE HIGH, THE (M-G-M)
Not quite as funny as some of the others,
but did excellent business and pleased the
patrons. A
swell series. Wed., Thurs.
Weather: Good. Admission: 30-15. Rural
and small town patronage. Population: 1,650.
Capacity: 250. — G. B. Woodbury, Bethel Theatre, Bethel, Vt.
HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES (20th-Fox)
Produced with so fine a cast in so careful
a manner that it does not belong in the ordinary detective-thriller. Not that it lacks
thrills and chills, for it has plenty. But it is a
class production which will appeal to the
thrill seekers and the more sophisticated cinegoers. back
It brings
Conan
Holmes
to vivid
life. Doyle's
BusinessSherlock
above
normal. Tues. Weather: Clear. Admission:
40-10. General patronage. Population: 3,500.
Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

J
JESSE JAMES (20th-Fox)
Receipts hit a new high on this one. Pleased everyone, so get it as soon as possible
and shoot the works. Fri., Sat. Weather:
Fair. Admission: 20-10. Rural and small town
patronage. Population: 350. Capacity: 190. —
Leo A. Smith, Liberty Theatre, Liberty, Neb.
JUST AROUND THE CORNER (20th-Fox)
Just another picture, with above average
business because it was our first Temple
picture. Did not please. Mon., Tues. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200.- —
Charles F. Dearman, Fox Theatre, Smithville, Tenn.

L
LET US

F

M
MAN

OF

Good

ANGELS WITH DIRTY FACES (FN)
This did about average weekend business.
This boy Cagney gets them in small towns.
Fri., Sat. Weather: Fair. Admission: 30-15.
Rural patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 500. — Harland Rankin, Plaza Theatre,
Tilbury, Ont.

BOY TROUBLE (Para)
Too many pictures with this cast. Good
programmer, but then we have too many pictures made for double bills. That's my say.
Wednesday. Weather: Fine. Admission: 2510. City and retired farmer patronage. Population: 1,300. Capacity: 200. — J. R. Wills,,
Eaton Theatre, Eaton, Colo.

on all but three so far. Wed., Thurs. Weather: Cold. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. —
Tenn.
Charles F. Dearman, Fox Theatre, Smithville,

LIVE

(Col)

A good picture of its. type, but absolutely no
draw. I don't believe any picture of this type
could ever do a really big business. Tues.,
Wed. Weather: Fair. Population: 450. Capacity: 240. — J. Foster Bailey, Coffeeville, Miss.
LIFE BEGINS AT 40 (20th-Fox)
With the exception of about four pictures
this is the best from Fox so far. Picked it up
instead of another flop. House lost money

CONQUEST
enough

(Rep)

for us to hold two weeks.

All

comment favorable. If Richard Dix hadn't
made so many turkeys the last two years this
would have been big grosses. Two weeks.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 40-20. First run
patronage. Population: 91,300. Capacity:
1,200. — B. H. Pfotenhauer, State Theatre, Oklahoma City, Okla.
MAN

TO

REMEMBER.

A (RKO)

The best picture this company has delivered
in two years, but terrible business,. Thurs.,
Fri. Weather: Rain. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 1,500. Capacity:
260. — ford,
C.111. W. Ritenour, Milford Theatre, MilMR. DEEDS

GOES

TO TOWN

(Col)

Reissue that disappointed with only average business. Had not been shown here before but those that came liked it and it is
really a grand picture. Fri., Sat. Weather:
Good. Admission: 30-10. Rural patronage.
Population: 1,000. Capacity: 345. —
S. L.
George, Mountain Home Theatre, Mountain
Home, Ida.
MYSTERIOUS

RIDER.

THE

(Para)

What these Zone Grey pictures need is
Randolph Scott as the star, then we would
have something. As it is they are just another series of westerns, with good production but without a star. Fri., Sat. Weather:
Good. Admission: 25-15-10. Rural patronage. Population: 600. Capacity: 230. — W. O.
Woody, Stockton Theatre, Stockton, Mo.

o
OKLAHOMA

KID

(WB)

James Cagney is always tops at our boxoffice — this picture going over extra well.
No exhibitor should pass this up. Sun., Mon.
Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural
patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 250.
•— L. ton,
A. Tex.Howsley, Texan Theatre, ThrockmorOUT WEST WITH THE HARDYS (M-G-M)
Very good, but no sell out by a long ways
with us. Mon., Tues. Weather: Fair. Admission: 30-15. Population: 2,000. Capacity:
500. — H. Rankin, Plaza Theatre, Tilbury, Ont.
OUT WEST WITH THE HARDYS (M-G-M)
In spite of the fact that I played this late,
it did a nice business for m,e. Good anywhere. Wed. Weathers- Rain. Admission:
20-10. Rural patronage. Population: 750. Ca200.— L. B. Rockett, Wahoo Theatre,
Dubach, pacity:La.

P
PECK'S

BAD

BOY

WITH

THE

CIRCUS

(RKO)

Here's a picture with a lot of draw in the
person of Tommy Kelly. Would like to see
more with the same cast. Wed. Weather:
Fair. Admission: 20-10. Rural and small
town patronage. Population: 750. Capacity:
250. — Raymond Johnson, Colton Theatre, Colton, S. D.
PECK'S BAD BOY WITH THE CIRCUS (RKO)
Played to bargain night, but sorry not
Friday, Saturday. Remarks were topping.
Some
good

said "thanks for the circus ticket." A
bet. Wed. Weather: Okeh. AdmisBOXOFFICE
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ceipts at boxoffice terrible. Wonderful for
large towns, no good for the tanks. Weather:
Good. Admission: 40-10. General patronage. Population: 3,000. Capacity: 480.—
T. E. Andrews, Emporium Theatre, Emporium,
Pa.

sion: 25-10. City and retired farmer patronage. Population: 1,300. Capacity: 200. — J. R.
Wills, Eaton Theatre, Eaton, Colo.

PLAINSMAN,

THE (Para)

If you have not played this,, get it if possible and you will go to town on it and
please all. Admission: 30-15-10. Small town
patronage. Population: 900. Capacity: 130.
- — E. J. Kleinsasser, Met Theatre, Freeman,
S. D.

SWEETHEARTS

A complete flop here. Very pretty and
plenty of fine music, in fact, too much of it.
Too "high-brow" for a small town. Sat., Sun.,
Mon. Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10.
Rural patronage. Population: 750. Capacity: 200. — L. B. Rockett, Wahoo Theatre, Dubach, La.

R
RIDERS

OF THE BLACK

HILLS (Rep)

Best Mesquiteers to date. Pleased all.
Horse racing angle very good and received
much favorable comment. Fri., Sat. Weather: Fair. Admission: 30-10. Rural patronage. Population: 900. Capacity 228. — C. W.
Clark, Palace Theatre, Fort Covington, N. Y.

ROSE

OF WASHINGTON

SQUARE

SWING,

(20th-Fox)

(Para)

Good

musical show which did extra business. Wednesday. Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 265. — E. M. Freiburger,
Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

SON

OF FRANKENSTEIN

played this three months after "Frankenstein” and "Dracula” and now wished we'd
passed it up. Unquestionably the finest in
its class, but few people like to pay good
money to have the h — scared out of them.
Sun., Mon. Weather: Warm. Small town
patronage. Population: 1,500. Capacity: 300.
■—Victor Mantz, New Ogden Theatre, Odgen,
la.

MADNESS

(M-G-M)

Very good for the smart sophisticated young
set, but the old heads, and "townfolk” did not
understand much of the collegiate lingo.
Very little boxoffice appeal. Mon., Tues.
Weather: OK. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 2,200. Capacity: 200. —
A. L. Royal, Royal Theatre, Lumberton, Miss.

STAR

REPORTER

(M-G-M)

Very good action picture for dual-billing.
Thurs. Weather: Fine. Admission: 30-15. General patronage. Population 2,000. Capacity:
500. — H. Rankin, Plaza Theatre, Tilbury, Ont.

STORY OF
(RKO)
An

VERNON

excellent show

AND
which

IRENE
was

CASTLE

supposed

to

lift the mortgage, but didn't. Although it did
better than average it broke no records.
Mon., Tues. Weather: Good. Admission: 3015. Rural and small town patronage. Population: 1,650. Capacity: 250. — G. B. Woodbury,
Bethel Theatre, Bethel, Vt.

STRAIGHT,

PLACE

AND

SHOW

(20th-Fox)

Same old Ritzes in a nutty comedy but
for variety went over fine and proved a
money maker. Fox does good on 25 out of
50. Fri., Sat. Weather: Okeh. Admission:
25-10. City and retired farmer patronage.
Population: 1,300. Capacity: 200. — I. R. Wills,
Eaton Theatre, Eaton, Colo.

SWEETHEARTS

(M-G-M)

The picture was good. The Technicolor
excellent. The story was plausible. Re-

BOXOFFICE

bugs in to see it. They'll eat it up. Sun.,
Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-15. General patronage. Population: 3,400,000. Capacity: 688. — Frank Blocher, Kimbark Theatre,
Chicago, 111.

T
Very good airplane picture which did extra
business,. Wed., Thurs. Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10. Small town patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 265. — E. M. Freiburger, Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

TEXAS

STAMPEDE

(Col)

Fair picture, OK for Saturday. Sons of the
Pioneers click with Charles Starrett, but Columbia is going to kill their western star if
they do not change their other supporting
cast now and then. Same villain and same
girl too much. Sat. Weather: Good. Admisr
sion: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population:
700. Capacity: 250. — L. A. Howsley, Texan
Theatre, Throckmorton, Tex.
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THANKS

FOR

EVERYTHING

(20th-Fox)

Mighty poor at the boxoffice. Just nothing
in it to draw the cash customers. Sat., Sun.
Rural and small town patronage. Population: 650 — Harold C. Allison, White Cloud
Theatre, White Cloud, Mich.

THREE

MUSKETEERS

(20th-Fox)

Mess of a picture that few came to see
and those did not care for it. Hard to imagine
how anyone got such an idea for a picture.
Sun., Mon. Weather: Good. Admission: 3010. Rural patronage. Population: 1,000. Capacity: 345. — S. L. George, Mountain Home
Theatre, Mountain Home, Ida.

THREE

SMART

GIRLS

GROW

UP (Univ)

Real boxoffice material. This does not
quite match the preceding Deanna Durbin
films,, but it is still good enough for top
booking in any theatre. The lack of other
"names" in the cast to help Deanna on the
draw probably held down receipts. Business was slightly below par in comparison
with other films in this Universal series. Wed ,
Thurs. Weather: Clear-warm. Admission:
40-10. General patronage. Population: 3,500.
Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsr
burg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

TRADE

WINDS

PACIFIC

Paramount

sure

OF

THE

WOMEN

u

clicked on this one.

Did

"Snow White” business with it. Glad we
played it three days instead of the usual two.
Tues., Wed., Thurs. Weather: Good. Admission: 30-15. Rural and small town pat-

(WB)

IN THE WIND

(WB)

Pretty lazy stuff. As one patron said he
didn't mind seeing pictures like this but
hated like "L” to pay for it. I wonder if it
really is Kay Francis’ last film for Warners.
Her last four have been tabbed "last.” I'm
still waiting to breathe a sigh of relief. Business below normal, and justly so. Wed.
Weather: Clear. Admission: 40-30. General
patronage. Population: 3,500. Capacity: 562.
— Tom McCaskey,
Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

HEIGHTS

(UA)

Superb entertainment, with
sults at the cash till. Despite
the usual objection to the sad
crimp it, this picture pleased
not one unfavorable comment.

excellent reour fear that
ending would
universally —
It is truly a

tribute to Goldwyn's showmanship and ability. Mon., Tues. Weather: Fair. Admission:
40-30. General patronage. Population: 3,500.
Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

Y
YES, MY

DARLING

DAUGHTER

(FN)

This was percentage to us and didn't rate
it. However, you'll receive some favorable
comments and some unfavorable ones concerning the plot. Thurs., Fri. Admission: 25-10.
Rural patronage. Population: 1,900. Capacity: 240. — B. D. Smith, Imperial Theatre, Pocahontas, Ark.

YOU CANT
(Univ)

CHEAT

AN

HONEST

MAN

While no plot the picture drew well and
as expected Charley McCarthy pleased them
all. Thurs., Fri. Weather: Fair. Admission:
25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,900.
Capacity: 450. — Jack Wright, Strand Theatre,
Bastrop, Tex.

YOUNG

DR. KILDARE

(M-G-M)

A good story with stars that did act their
parts perfect. I would rate this picture 100
per cent. Should be given best playing
dates. Sun., Mon., Tues. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Small town patronage. Population: 950. Capacity: 200. — J. T. Spangler,
Beaver Theatre, Beaver, Okla.

YOUNG

IN HEART

(UA)

They are still wondering what it was all
about — poorest Sunday of the year — sluff it
off a bargain night if you can. Weather:
Rainy. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage.
Population: 1,450. — C. W. Ritenour, Milford
Theatre, Milford, 111.

TAKES

A FLING

(Univ)

This picture did not make us film rental.
No good for a small town, double bill it if you
have to plav it. Mon. Weather: Fair. Admission: 30-15. General patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 500. — Harland Rankin,
Plaza Theatre, Tilbury, Ont.

z
ZAZA

(Para)

NAVY

Didn't see this, but patrons said it was
excellent. Business good in spite of serious
flu epidemic. Sun., Mon. General patronage. Population: 1,700. Capacity: 400. — H. M. Schenecker, Lyric Theatre, Webster,
S. D.

YOUTH

(UA)

Nice picture that seemed to have very little drawing power. Those that came liked it
and thought Joan Bennett should remain a
brunette and Fredric March should remain at
home. Sun., Mon., Tues. Weather: Good.
Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population: 650. Capacit'c 230. — W. O. Woody,
Stockton Theatre, Stockton, Mo.

UNION

w
WINGS

WUTHERING

TAIL SPIN (20th-Fox)

(Univ)

We

SPRING

(Univ)

Mon.

s
BLUES

SISTER, SWING

Nice program picture which my audience
seemed to like very much. Get your jitter-

Cut on the same pattern as ''Alexander,”
but lacking the full punch of the original. It
is not as musical and suffers thereby, but is
good film fare anyway you see it. For some
reason patrons here did not warm up to it,
and although it opened big, the second day
did a nice dwindle. Business under par.
Thurs., Fri. Weather: Warm. Admission: 4030. General patronage. Population: 3,500.
Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg
Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

ST. LOUIS

(M-G-M)

ronage. Population: 1,650. Capacity: 250. —
G. B. Woodbury, Bethel Theatre, Bethel, Vt.

(Para)

Rotten, lousy, stinking trash like this makes
theatre screens smell bad. They stayed away
in millions. Plav it if you want a solo show
party.

Wed., Thurs. Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural patronage. Population:
2,200. Capacity: 200. — A. L. Royal, Royal
Theatre, Lumberton, Miss.

Selllina

PRACTICAL

Mickey Mouse Club Is
Strong After 7 Years
Miami — Seven

years

after

the

estab-

lishment of Miami’s first Mickey Mouse
Club at the Biltmore Theatre (also, incidentally, the first such club in the south) ,
Wometco theatres and the Miami Daily
News are still holding the interest and
membership of some 10,000 Miami children.
Gordon Spradley, the present Mickey
Mouse co-ordinator for the activities of
these clubs in the five Wometco neighborhood theatres, is “recuperating” from the
annual talent tournament of club memOTluirru. DcaJltf

■ QjJom&tcG
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What happens to Mickey Mousers when
they grow up is most brilliantly illustrated
by Bob Wright, who, as a student in music
at the University of Miami, was leader of
the orchestra, which was featured on the
weekly broadcasts of the original Miami
Club at the Biltmore. Bob now is working on scores in Hollywood at M-G-M
where he collaborates with Chet Forrest on
as the “Donkey

Annual

Serenade.”

Circus Day-

One of the most popular of the many
stunts utilized to keep club members interested is the annual circus day when
pink lemonade and hot dogs are given
away. All holidays are occasions for special celebrations, of course, with the Hallowe’en party being the most elaborate.
Other peak points in Mickey Mousers’
year are the annual Easter Egg hunt and
the fire drill for which the fire department runs out its big ladders and puts on
a dramatic demonstration for the juniors.
Special membership cards are printed
for each of the five clubs, bearing the
club creed on the reverse side. Files are
kept of each member’s birthdate so that a
specially mimeographed greeting from the
“chief mouser” can be sent each year.
One of the most recent stunts worked
out for the Biltmore club’s program was a
dramatization, following a showing of
“Ferdinand, the Bull,” in which two of the
Biltmore ushers cooperated as the “inside
9G

works” of a Miami-made Ferdinand which
"Chief Mouser” Spradley unsuccessfully
sought to provoke. His ferocious toreador
act was not provoking enough to lure
Ferdinand away from his obvious delight in
the heady perfume of pink frangi-pani
(blooms of the sacred temple tree of India to non -Floridians ) .
Other

Teaser

Methods

Other interest-teaser devices include the
use several times a year of a file of telephone numbers of members — (does this
make the youngsters feel important!) ; and
of ten free admissions weekly. Names of
four of these ten are printed each Saturday in the club bulletin; the other six
are posted in various theatre lobbies during
the week.
From the inauguration of the first club,
these Mickey Mouse activities have been
of particular interest to Sidney Meyer, who
with Mitchell Wolfson, heads the Wometco
organization.
Several years ago, Birmingham claimed
the largest Mickey Mouse organization in
the south. Miami would be interested to
know if the Alabama metropolis still claims
to top the local organization.

v.,.; —

bers, held this year at the new Strand.
Twenty representatives from the clubs at
the Tower, Grove, Rosetta, Strand and
Biltmore clubs sang, danced, mimiced and
stunted on this gala Saturday afternoon
program. An entire page layout was given
over to pictures of the audience and performers in the Daily News rotogravure
section.

such numbers

IDEAS

" Junior Managers Week"
Is Begun in Pasadena
Pasadena,

Cal. — To stimulate

the enthu-

siasm of his staff, Manager Stan Meyer of
the United Artists, Fox West Coast house,
has embarked on a “Junior Managers’
Week” in which his underlings, headed by
Assistant Manager Jerry Ureles, have taken
over operation of the theatre.
Ureles has arranged special lobby displays and is working with the ParentTeachers Ass’n, other civic organizations
and merchants on a number of giveaways,
displays and advertising tieups.
Congratulatory notes, many of them voluntary from patrons, are being incorporated into a small booklet to be distributed
throughout the city, citing audiences’ favorable reactions to the theatre’s operational policy and position in the community’s affairs.

Telephone

Directory

lor ' Kildare '
Combed
Harrisonburg, Va. — Cashiers at

Is
the Vir-

ginia and State theatres here called every
number in the local telephone directory,
stating they were “Calling Dr. Kildare”
and “would you please relay a message.”
The playdate was worked into the conversation.

Tying in with the stint a week before the
film’s run, an usher, from the stage and
with the house lights on, called to the audience: “Is Dr. Kildare in the house?”
Then came the “Kildare” trailer.
The whole thing, its cost absorbed by
general overhead expense, was arranged
by Jack W. Fretwell and his assistants,
Pete Tutwiler and Martin Caracofe.

BY

PRA

CTICAL

SHOWMEN

s "Chi
off ps"
on hGiveSend
Mam
Daylmot
Dayton,

Ohio — A

reserved-seat

preview

of “Goodbye, Mr. Chips,” concurrent with
the double world premiere of the Metro
film in New York and Los Angeles, was
held in this “typical American City” with
critics from nearby cities in attendance.
Banners, pennants and flags, upon which
was played a battery of searchlights, bedecked Loew’s Theatre, where the premiere
run was held.
Following the initial showing, newspaper critics, civic officials and patrons
praised Robert Donat, male star, and Greer
Garson, who plays opposite him, over a
radio broadcast.
Critics at the premiere included: Jack
Warfel, Cleveland Press; Arthur Spaeth,
Cleveland News; Mitchell Woodbury, Toledo Blade; William Lewis, Pittsburgh
Sun-Telegraph; Harold Eckert, Ohio State
Journal, Columbus: Walter Witworth, Indianapolis News, and James Theasher, Indianapolis Star.
Metro hosts included: W. R. Ferguson,
New York; Barrett Kiesling, Hollywood;
Oscar Doob, New York; M. J. Cullen, Columbus; C. C. Deardourff, Cleveland; W.
G. Bishop, Chicago; Charles Baron, Pittsburgh; Harold Marshall, Indianapolis; J.
S. Allen, W. J. Devaney and J. E. Watson,
all from Cincinnati.

NUGGETS
pOR RKO’s aviation drama, “Five Came
Back,” a circular novelty mailing
piece in which a disk may be turned to reproduce photographs of the various characters in the film, is the latest idea conceived by Leon J. Bamberger, sales promotion manager. The mail piece has some
punch ad lines and dramatic scenes on the
reverse side. The novelty card can be used
for a guessing game.

•

Dave Martin of the Fox Paramount Theatre, Hollywood, Cal., writes that the
March of Time reels playing his house are
publicized with as much effort as a feature. Stunts used were the mailing of 1,000
4x9 -inch postcards, displaying ten cards
in windows, using art in boxoffice in
advance of opening, and a special easel
utilizing stills with typewritten captions
beneath each.

e
A real stage wedding

was

arranged

as

an extra promotion plug for “Bridal Suite”
at the Fox Wisconsin Theatre, Milwaukee, Wis.

•

In Latin America the cooperation of local
Mexican ambassadors is being enlisted by
Warner exchange managers for the company’s production of “Juarez” when it
arrives in their territories.
BOXOFFICE
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Clever Trealmenl for
'Young Mr. Lincoln'
Green

Bay,

Wis. — The

Orpheum

here

put on a hangup campaign for “Young
Mr. Lincoln,” which included the designating of “Lincoln Days” during the film’s
run at the theatre by Mayor Alex Biemeret
in a special proclamation.
The film also received endorsement of
the Women’s Club, Catholic Women’s Club,
Green Bay Better Films Council, Boy
Scouts of America, Girl Scouts of America,
Brown County Bench and Bar Ass’n, Junior
Chamber of Commerce, and other civic
groups.
Advertisements carried endorsements of
Henry Graass, circuit judge; Nicholas J.
Monohan, municipal judge; Carlton Merrill, county judge, and by the president of
the Brown
Another

County Bar Ass’n.
advertisement carried photos

and endorsements of the Orpheum’s four
projectionists. “We’ve seen them all! Pick
this as best,” copy was captioned. “During
this year we have run through our projection machines and have carefully
watched 160 feature pictures, that’s 90 feet
of pictures per minute, 5,400 feet of pictures every hour, 59,400 pictures each
day, 21,681,000 feet of the best moving
pictures produced during the year. And
we agree among ourselves that we have
never exhibited nor witnessed, in this entire year of pictures — as fine a production

LOWEST

as Another
‘Young Mr.
Lincoln.’in” connection with
promotion
the picture called for a special matinee for
children, admission to which was ten Lincoln pennies. The youngsters were informed no change would be made and no
other coin accepted except Lincoln pennies. Through a tieup with a local department store, the theatre offered 500
Lincoln Good Luck pennies mounted in an
aluminum good-luck charm to the first
500 kids attending the special show.
The theatre also succeeded in promoting
a photo in the local daily showing at least
eight local men who could look like Lincoln. The picture was taken backstage
at the Orpheum and the men were made
up to represent the Great Emancipator.

Numerous Boy Tieups for
Jackie Cooper Picture
Hartford,

Conn. — A

benefit

perform-

ance of “Streets of New York” at the
State for the Hartford Friends of the
Boys, an organization of 650 bootblacks
and newsboys licensed by the police and
public schools, resulted in considerable
newspaper lineage.
Mayor Thomas J. Spellacy purchased
the first ticket with papers carrying the
story and pictures. The Friends of the
Boys’ dramatic group presented a 15-minute dramatization over the radio. The
boys printed tickets to the benefit on
their own presses, as well as 900 placards
advertising the picture which were placed
on 450 bootblack stands.

PRICES

EVER

A Name Contest Plugs
Theatre Reopening
Parsons,

Kas. — A name

contest

was

play was titledthe“Fashions
in the
Flowers.”
This attracted
interest of
public
in general, and was an entirely new form
of promotion in Parsons.
With “Union Pacific” as the feature
attraction more home town spirit was
aroused by staging a contest of old-time
Katy railroad photos. The stunt clicked,
as Parsons is chiefly a railroad town. The
winner was awarded on “Railroad Night.”
To make the occasion an unforgettable
event the Katy Municipal band, sponsored
by the MKT Railroad and the city of Parsons, rendered a concert. Members of the
band were dressed in varied outfits of typical railroad workmen.
All photos entered in the contest were
displayed in the lobby several days before
“Railroad Night” and throughout the
showing of “Union Pacific.” The winning
pictures were published in the Parsons Sun.

QUOTED!

NOW FOR LESS THAN ONE CENT — You can give every boy and girl a premium. This assortment contains
Dolls, Tricks, Puzzles, Balloons, Iron Toys, Celluloid Toys, Rubber Toys, China Novelties, Horns, Whistles, Blowouts, Crickets, Charms, Novelties and What Not.

"1,000 ASSORTED TOYS — FOR ONLY $7.95"
Beat Hot Weather with Little Effort — At a Small Cost
. . . Order Today . . .
IMPORTERS
OPTICAN
BROTHERS
300 W. NINTH ST.
KANSAS
Terms — Net cash, F.O.B. Kansas City, Mo.
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fea-

tured by David Dallas to create interest
in his newly remodeled theatre. The
name selected was the Kansan, chosen because of its relation to the cooperative
home trade movements now in force in that
section of the state.
To publicize the theatre opening, Dallas
announced his presentation of a floral display filling his entire lobby through the
cooperation of the Wirt Floral Co. The dis-

WHOLESALERS
CITY, MO.

"ANGELS" IN OEAHOMA CITY LEADS WITH 200
AVERAGE

BOSTON

Fenway — You Can’t Get Away
With Murder
(FN); Chasing Danger (20th-Fox)
Memorial — East Side of Heaven (Univ); Mr.
Moto on Danger Island (20th-Fox)
Metropolitan — Juarez (WB) ; Women
in the
'Wind (WB),
2nd wk
Orpheum — Only Angels Have Wings
(Col);
Society Lawyer
(M-G-M)
Paramount — Same
as Fenway
State — Same
as Orpheum

70
45
75
65
75

Top Hits oi the Week
Only

Angels

All

(20th-Fox),

90

Broadway — Boy Friend (20th-Fox), 2nd half.. 100
Carolina — Ducky Night (M-G-M). 1st half.... 90
Carolina — It’s a Wonderful
World
(M-G-M),
2nd half
90
Imperial — Bridal Suite (M-G-M),
1st half.... 80
Imperial — The Lady’s From
Kentucky
(Para), 2nd half
90
State — Blue Montana
Skies (Rep). 1st half.... 100
State — Mystery Plane (Mono), 2nd half
100

Oklahoma
Juarez

Apollo — The Gorilla (20th-Fox)
Chicago — Juarez (WB), stage show,
2nd wk

90

(dual) — New

Grand — The
wk

a

Have

Hardys

Ride

(Col),

World

High

held

(M-G-M),

(M-G-M),

4th

Keith’s — Lady’s From Kentucky (Para)
Lyric — Some Like It Hot (Para)
Palace — Grade Allen Murder Case (Para)

90
85

Bounty

Lady’s From Kentucky
of Washington
Square

130

130

75
80
135
75
50

125
115

150
125
90

95
105
100
145

110

DETROIT
Adams — Only Angels Have Wings (Col), after
wk. at Fox; Girl From Mexico (RKO)
Fox — Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox); It Could
Happen
to You (20th-Fox)
Michigan — Juarez (WB) ; Adventures of Jane
Arden (WB)
With

Mur-

50
85
75
60

INDIANAPOLIS
Range

(Col);

Wolf

Call

Apollo — Union Pacific (Para), 2nd half
Circle — Juarez (WB)
Loew’s — Let Freedom
Ring (M-G-M);
Bridal
Suite (M-G-M)
Lyric — Boy Friend (20th-Fox), plus stage
show

98

150

Have

Return

of

the

Orleans

Confessions

Cisco

of

a

150

Kid —

Nazi

New

tle.Only

Angels

The
nati.

Have

OKLAHOMA

150
145

RUNS

Pacific,

Hardys

4th

Ride

wk..

New

High,

4th

wk.,

Cincin-

Baby, 3rd wk., Milwaukee.
of a Nazi Spy, 3rd loop wk.,

OMAHA
Brandeis — Of

Mr.

Chips,

Mikado,

3rd

3rd

wk.,

KANSAS

wk.,

Los

Seattle.

80
130
125
130

ANGELES

Hill.street — Only Angels Have
Mings
(Col),
2nd wk. ; They Made Her a Spy (RKO)
Hollywood — Same as Downtown
Pantages — Only Angels Have Wings
(Col),
2nd wk. ; Sorority House (RKO)
Paramount — Gracie Allen Murder Case (Para);
Ice Show on stage
No

100

70

150
100
150
90
125
125

75
120
100
85

MILWAUKEE
Alhambra — The Birth of a Baby (GN), 3rd wk. 80
Palace — Only Angels Have Wings
(Col); Boy
Friend (20th-Fox)
85
Riverside — Big Town Czar (Univ). Stage: Tizzie
Lish
100
Strand — Union Paeifie (Para); Love Affair
(RKO)
Warner — East Side of Heaven
(Univ) ; Man
of Conquest (Rep)
Wisconsin — Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox);
It Could Happen to You (20th-Fox)

75
125
110

Angels

100
90
150
80
70

(Col)....

HAVEN

College — Only Angels Have Wings (Col);
Society Lawyer
(M-G-M), 2nd wk
Loew-Foli — Man
of Conquest (Rep); Calling
Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Paramount — Gracie Allen Murder Case (Para);
Woman
Doctor (Rep), 8 days
Roger Sherman — Juarez (WB); Sorority House
(RKO),
8 days

90

run,

110
70

(20th-

125

Wings

90
135
90

(Col)

reissue;

The

Awful Truth (Col), reissue, 3 days
Stanley — The Lady’s From
Kentucky
(Para);
Ritz Bros, stage show
Warner — Society Lawyer
(M-G-M); Never
Say Die (Para)

SALT

LAKE

59
195
80
80
60

CITY

Centre — Invitation to Happiness
(Para)
Paramount- The
Mikado
(Univ)
Utah — The Gorilla (20th-Fox), plus stage
show
Victory — Streets of New York (Mono); Risky
Business (Univ)

110
HO
H9
105

FRANCISCO

(WB)

90

Golden Gate — Ex-Champ
(Univ); Nova-Baer
Fight Pictures
Orpheum—
Only Angels Have Wings (Col),
3rd wk
Saint Francis-— Eagle and the Hawk
(Para);
Star of Midnight (RKO), reissues
United Artists — Mikado
(Univ)
Warfield — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN);
Some Like It Hot (Para)

90
60
90
80
115

SEATTLE
100
70
75
180

ORLEANS

Center — Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Globe — You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man
(Univ), 2nd run
Liberty — Only Angels Have Wings (Col),
2nd run

Have

Reporter (Mono), 3 days
Senator — Lost Horizon (Col),

SAN

Gopher — Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
Orpheum — Only Angels Have Wings
State — Lucky Night (M-G-M)
World — Wolf Call (Mono)

plus

Barry — Boy Slaves (RKO);
Pirates of the
Sky (Univ)
Fulton — Rose of Washington Square (20thFox), 2nd wk
Penn — Lucky Night (M-G-M)
Senator — Blue Montana Skies (Rep); Star

Fox — Juarez
9ft

80
110
80

PITTSBURGH
Alvin — Only

MINNEAPOLIS
Aster — You Can’t Get Away
With Murder
(FN): Panama
Lady
(RKO)
Century — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M),
2nd
wk

NEW

Star

(M-G-M),
10 days...
(FN), 3rd run

Stanley — Rose of Washington
Square
Fox), 2nd wk., 5 days
Stanton — Ex-Champ
(Univ), 6 days

150

Tales

State

NEW

(RKO);

Aldine — Stolen Life (Para), 11 days
Boyd — Juarez (WB),
2nd wk
Earle — Missing Daughters (Col)
Fox — It’s a Wonderful World (M-G-M),
stage show with Chaney and Fox
Karlton
— Wutliering Heights (UA), 2nd
2nd wk
Keith’s — Lucky
Night
Palace— Dark Victory

Downtown — Man of Conquest (Rep); On Trial
(WB)
Four Star — Goodbye, Mr. Chips (M-G-M),
3rd wk

Tell

Bondage

PHILADELPHIA

CITY

(M-G-M);

Human

of Midnight (RKO), both reissues
Omaha — Return of the Cisco Kid (20th-Fox);
Hound
of the Baskervilles (20th-Fox)
Orpheum — King of the Turf (UA), plus Ted
Lewis stage show

Angeles,

Esquire — Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox)
Midland — Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M);
Streets of New York (Mono)
Newman — Juarez (WB), held over
Uptown — Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox)

State — Lucky Night
(M-G-M)
Wilshire — Same
as

80
HO

(Univ)

Plaza — Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M), 3 days.. 60
Plaza — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M), 4 days.... 75
State — Only Angels Have Wings (Col), 1st wk. .200
Tower — Wutliering Heights (UA), moveover
from Criterion
80

Seat-

York.
wk.,

199
150

CITY

Nova-Baer
pictures, 3 days
Midwest — East Side of Heaven

5th

80

Criterion — The Hardys Ride High (M-G-M) ... 125
Liberty — Code of the Streets (Univ); The Eagle
and the Hawk
(Para), 4 days
150
Liberty — For Love or Money (Univ), and

Spy —

Wings,

100
150

CITY

Roxy — Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox), plus
stage show
Strand — Juarez (WB), plus stage show

Wings — Los

150

90

(Para)..
(20th-

Orpheum — The Mikado
(Univ) ; Tell No Tales
(M-G-M)
Paramount — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN);
Torehy Runs for Mayor
(WB)
Rialto — Alexander Graham
Bell (20th-Fox),
after a wk. at the Denver; For Love or
Mdney
(Univ)

Alamo — Spoilers of the
(Mono). 1st half

150

York

120

fight

(M-G-M),

Get Away
(Mono)

An-

Angeles, Minneapolis

Goodbye,
New York.

DENVER

Palms-State — You Can’t
der (FN); Wolf Call

Chips — Los

Angels

85

DALLAS

Denham — The
Denver — Rose
Fox)

Only

90

190
120
.... 110

Capitol — Sunset Trail (Para); Nova-Baer
Fight (SR), 1st half
Canitol — Lone Wolf Sp> Hunt (Col); NovaBaer Fight (SR), 2nd half
Majestic — Rose of Washington Square (20thFox)
Melba — Hound
of the Baskervilles (20th-Fox),
plus stage revue
Palace — Lucky Night (M-G-M)
Tower — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN)
2nd wk

the

Mr.

geles

LOS

Allen — Ex-Champ
(Univ), also Nova-Baer
pictures
Hippodrome — Juarez (WB), 2nd wk
Palace — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN)
State — It’s a Wonderful World
(M-G-M)
Stillman — Some Like It Hot (Para)

on

180

150

Birth of a
Confessions
Chicago.

CLEVELAND

Aladdin — Mutiny
reissue

Haven

YORK

. 150

Astor — Goodbye, Mr. Chips (M-G-M), 3rd wk. .145
Capitol — Tell No
Tales (M-G-M)
45
Criterion— -Undercover Doctor (Para)
80
Paramount — Union Pacific (Para), 4th wk.,
plus stage show
90
Radio City Music Hall — Captain Fury
(UA),
2nd wk., plus stage show
70
Rivoli — The Mikado
(Univ)
90

Kildare — New

Juarez — New

The

Wings

Wonderful

Goodbye,

Union
90

CINCINNATI
Angels

200

75
held

Garrick — Rose of Washington Square (20th-Fox),
2nd loop wk
Oriental — They Made Her a Spy (RKO);
For
Love or Money (Univ), stage show
Palace — The Mikado (Univ), plus stage show..
Roosevelt — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN),
moved to Garrick for 3rd loop wk
State-Lake — Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M),
2nd
loop wk., stage show

Capitol — It’s
2nd wk

City

Dr.

NEW

Wings —

Los Angeles
EXTENDED

CHICAGO

Albee — Only
over

Have

Orleans

CHARLOTTE
Take

Orpheum — Return of the Cisco Kid (20th-Fox)
Saenger — Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
( 20th-Fox)
State — Calling I)r. Kildare (M-G-M)
Tudor — Three Smart Girls Grow TJp (Univ),
2nd run

65

Calling

Broadway — Winner
1st half

IS 100%

95
100
90

Blue

Mouse — Captain Fury (UA); Jones Family in Hollywood (20th-Fox), 2nd wk., moved
over from Hollywood

Fifth Ave. — It’s a Wonderful World (M-G-M);
Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
Liberty — Only Angels Have Wings
(Col),
5th wk
Music Box — The Mikado (Univ), 3rd wk
Orpheum — Gracie Allen Murder Case (Para);
Women
in the Wind
(WB)
Palomar— Comet Over Broadway
(FN); Street
of Missing Men
(Rep), Sterling Young and
band on stage
Paramount — East Side of Heaven (Univ);
Ambush

(Para),

2nd

wk

BOXOFFICE
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90
85
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90
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Releases of 1938-39 for a seven-month period. Production number follows title. Running time in parenthesis.
National release date at end of title line. Symbol ^ indicates a BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon Award Winner. Symbol © indicates color photography.

Columbia

Missing Daughters. . 9027 .. (58)
Melodrama.
A columnist solves

Awful Truth, The .. 1072 .. (92) . .reissue
June 15
Comedy.
A gay succession of events begin rolling when hubby steps out on his wife, but objects when she retaliates in like manner.
Irene
Dunne, Cary Grant, Ralph Bellamy.
Director:
Leo McCarey.
Blind Alley.. (71)
May 11
Action Drama.
A
killer escapes from prison,
and he and his gang take refuge In the home
of a
psychology professor, where
the latter
attempts to analyze the fugitive. Chester Morris, Ralph Bellamy,
Ann
Dvorak.
Director:
Charles Vidor.
Blondie . . 9011 . . (72)
Not. 30
Comedy.
Based on the Chic Young comic strip.
Protecting his job, Dagwood
gets Into a marital
mixup
seeking a
contract. Penny
Singleton,
Arthur Lake, Larry Slmlrns. Director: Frank
R. Strayer.
Blondie

Meets

the

Boss.

.9009.

. (70)

Mar.

8

Comedy.
Sequel to "Blondie,” in which Dagwood, cheated out of a vacation, resigns, but
finds himself doing housework
when
Blondie,
who tries to get him his job back, winds up by
taking the job herself. Penny Singleton, Arthur
Lake, Larry Simms.
Director: Frank Strayer.
California Frontier. .8206. . (57)
Dec. 15
Western. Jones thwarts a gang who steal the
land of Spaniards during the California gold
rush days. Buck Jones, Carmen
Bailey. Director: Elmer Clifton.
Clouds Over Europe (formerly "Q” Planes)
(82)
June 20
Action Drama.
Scotland Yard is called upon to
solve the disappearance of secret planes, and
uncovers an espionage system operating a powerful destructive ray. Laurence Olivier, Valerie
Hobson,
Ralph
Richardson.
Director: Tim
Whelan.
First

Offenders.

.9030. . (61)

Apr.

12

Drama.
An attorney, concerned with the problem of rehabilitating wayward
youngsters, gives
up his job to carry out his idea. Walter Abel,
Beverly Roberts, Iris Meredith. Director: Frank
McDonald.
Frontiers of ’49 (formerly California
Cavalcade) . .9212. . (54)
Jan. 19
Western. An army major is sent to investigate
the activities of a gang of crooks exploiting
land

owners, the trouble starting when
Southern California came under U. S. rule. Bill Elliott, Luana Alcaniz, Charles King. Director:
Joseph Levering.

Homicide
Drama.

Bureau. .9035. . (59)
An expose of the Junk

in which the head of
involved. Bruce Cabot,
tor: C. C. Coleman jr.

Dealers

Jan. 5
Racket,

the Citizen’s League is
Rita Hayworth.
Direc-

Lady and tho Mob, The. .9013. . (65)
Apr. 3
Comedy.
A
dainty, old lady bank owner sets
out to rid the town of racketeers preying on
dry cleaners. Fay Bainter, Ida Lupino, Henry
Armetta. Director: Ben Stoloff.
Law
Comes to Texas. .9214. . (57)
Apr. 16
Western. Wild Bill Hiekok brings law and order to a small Texas town run by a crooked
sheriff in cahoots with the judge. Bill Elliott,
Veda Ann Borg. Director: Joseph Levering.
Let TJs Live.. 9007.. (69)
Feb. 28
Drama.
A girl with a dauntless spirit battles
to save her lover who was convicted unjustly.
Maureen
O’Sullivan,
lamy, Alan Baxter.

Henry Fonda,
Director: John

Ralph BelBrahm.

Lone Star Pioneers. .9213. . (56)
Mar. 16
Western. A U. S. Marshal joins a gang of trainrobbers to locate the leader, and succeeds in
rounding up the whole gang. Bill Elliott, Dorothy Gulliver. Director: Joseph Levering.
Lone Wolf Spy Hunt (formerly Lone Wolf’s
Daughter) . .9014. . (67)
Jan. 27
Melodrama. The Lone Wolf, forced to aid an
international espionage ring in stealing antiaircraft gun plans, escapes and helps the law
round up the gang. Warren
William, Ida Lupino, Rita Hayworth.
Director: Peter Godfrey.
Lost Horizon. . 1071 .. (118) . .reissue
June 1
Drama.
From the JanTes Hilton novel, in which
a group of travelers are kidnaped and brought
to a strange, Tibetan civilization, where they
find happiness and contentment.
Ronald Colman. Jane Wyatt, Sam Jaffe, Margo.
Director:
Frank Capra.
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the

May
mystery

22
of

a

missing girl, who is found murdered, and uncovers the dangerous ring responsible for this
and other cases of missing girls. Richard Arlen, Rochelle Hudson, Marian Marsh.
Director:
C. C. Coleman jr.

My Son Is a Criminal. .9029. . (59)
Feb. 22
Action Drama.
A
retired police chief is unaware of his son’s criminal activities, but is
brought face to face with the tragedy when the
police net closes in. Alan Baxter, Jacqueline
Wells, Gordon
man, jr.

Oliver.

Director:

C.

C.

Cole-

North of Shanghai. .9038. . (59)
Feb. 10
Action Drama.
A woman
reporter falls in love
with a
hard-boiled cameraman,
and together

Trapped in the Sky. .9024. . (61)
June 1
Action Drama.
Portrays the efforts of a spy
ring to destroy a new airplane development by
the U. S. Army.
Jack Holt, C. Henry Gordon,
Katherine DeMille. Director: Lewis D. Collins.
Western Caravans (formerly Arizona Cowboy)
9207.. (..)
May 8
Western. A sheriff prevents trouble that threatens when government settlers arrive to take up
their claims. Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith,
Russell Simpson.
Director: Sam Nelson.
Whispering
Enemies. .9023. . (63)
Mar. 24
Action Drama.
A
cosmetic manufacturer
is
forced into bankruptcy when
a
rival concern
launches a
whispering campaign
against his
product. He retaliates in a manner
that gets
him in trouble with the law. Jack Holt, Dolores
Costello. Director: Lewis D. Collins.

they

track down
a spy ring while on assignments in China. James
Craig, Betty Furness.
Director: D. Ross Lederman.

First National

North

of the Yukon (formerly Mounted Police). .9205. . (64)
,
Mar. 30
Action Drama.
Suspended for failing to capture a suspect, a Mountie does some undercover
work of his own and gets involved In a murder,
a kidnapping and a fur-raiding band. Charles
Starrett, Linda Winters, Bob Nolan. Director:
Sam Nelson.

Angels With Dirty Faces. .351. . (68)
Nov. 26
Action Drama.
An underworld character, doomed to the electric chair, receives spiritual regeneration through a
parish priest, who
per-

Only Angels Have
Wings. .9001. . (122) ... .May 25
Action Drama. A hard-boiled manager of a South
American aviation line finds love and adventure in the air. Cary Grant, Jean Arthur, Richard Barthelmess. Director: Howard
Hawks.

Blackwell’s Island. .361. . (71)
Mar. 25
Action Drama.
A
gang
lord takes over an
island prison, where he lives in splendor, but
a reporter spikes the efforts of the crooks and
politicians. John
Garfield, Rosemary
Lane,
Stanley Fields. Director: William McGann.

Outside These Walls. .9031. . (61)
May 4
Drama.
Released from prison, a young
man
finds employment
closed to him because of his
past. With the help of the Warden
he starts
a
newspaper, and again fights to prove his
innocence when
someone
implicates him
in a
robbery. Michael
Whalen,
Dolores
Costello,
Virginia
Carey.
Rio

Grande.

Weidler.

Director:

.9202. . (57)

Raymond

B.

Mc-

Dec

8

Western
The hero helps the girl find her brother’s killer, and saves the cattle from being stolen.
Charles Starrett, Ann
Doran.
Director: Sam
Nelson.
Romance
of the Redwoods. . (67)
Mar. 30
Outdoor Drama.
Two
log cutters, working at
the same machine, are in love with the same
girl. One of them is accidentally killed when
the machine jams and the other, suspected of
jealousy, is accused
ford, Jean Parker,
Charles Vidor.

of murder.
Charles BickGordon
Oliver. Director:

Smashing the Spy Ring. .9015. . (63)
Dec. 29
Melodrama.
An
F.B.I. man
impersonates an
inventor of a gas formula to smash a powerful
spy ring. Ralph Bellamy, Fay Wray,
Regis
Toomey.
Director: Christy Cabanne.
Spoilers of the Range. .9206. . (58)
Apr. 27
Western.
Charles Starrett helps the ranchers
recover the money stolen froml them which was
to pay for a new dam.
Charles Starrett, Iris
Meredith. Director: C. C. Coleman jr.
Strange Case of Dr. Meade, The (formerly
Outside the Law) . .9022. . (66)
Dec. 15
Drama.
A
crusading surgeon fights prejudice
and ignorance to implant modern
medical aids
in a mountaineer community.
Jack Holt, Beverly Roberts, Noah
Beery jr. Director: Lewis
D. Collins.
Terror of Tiny Town. .9050. . (63)
Dec. 1
Comedy
Melodrama.
Ranch owners blame each
other for cattle rustling, but a third party turns
out to be responsible. Billy Curtis, Yvonne
Moray. Director: Sam Newfield.
Texas Stampede. .9204. . (57)
Feb. 9
Western. A sheriff risks his life trying to make
peace between the sheep raisers and cowmen
of his town.
Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith.
Director: Sam
Nelson.
There’s That Woman
Again. .9006. . (70) .. .Dec. 24
Comedy
Mystery. A sequel to "There’s Always
a Woman,”
in which a husband-wife detective
team solves a series of baffling jewel robberies.
Melvyn
Douglas, Virginia Bruce.
Director:
Alexander Hall.
Thundering West. .9203. . (57)
Jan. 12
Western.
A former member
of an outlaw gang
is appointed sheriff. He captures his own gang
and becomes an honest citizen. Charles Starrett, Hank Bell. Director: Sam Nelson.

suades him to die "yellow” as an object lesson to hero-worshiping youngsters. James Cagney, PatCurtiz.
O'Brien, "Dead End”
Kids. Director:
Michael

Code of
Action

the Secret Service. .374. . (62)
Drama.
The secret service trail

May 27
a band

of

counterfeiters operating from an old monastery in Mexico.
Ronald
Reagan,
Roselle
Towne, Moroni Olsen. Director: Noel Smith.
Comet
Over Broadway . .370. . (69)
Dec. 3
Drama.
A Cosmopolitan story by Faith Baldwin, the plot deals with mother love, burning
ambition and sacrifice. Kay Francis, Ian Hunter, John Litel. Director: Busby Berkeley.
Confessions

of

a

Nazi

Spy . .353. . (102)

May

6

Action

Drama.
Based on’ Leon G. Turrou’s articles dealing with the activities of the Nazi
spy ring in America.
Edward
G. Robinson,
Paul Lukas, Francis Lederer. Director: Anatole
Litvak.
Dark Victory. .354. . (106)
Apr. 22
Drama.
A spoiled, flippant millionairess learns
from her doctor-husband that her life is limited
to months and that blindness will be the warning sign. Bette Davis, George Brent, Geraldine
Fitzgerald. Director: Edmund
Goulding.
Going Places. .359. . (84)
Dec. 31
Comedy with Music. A humble clerk poses as a
famous rider at a society steeplechase to promote business for his boss, but is forced to ride
and win the race in order to win the girl. Dick
Powell, Anita Louise. Director: Ray Enright.
Heart of the North.
Action Drama.
A

.362. . (74)
Canadian

©
Mountie

Dec. 10
finds the

real thief after the girl’s father is accused of
stealing a ship’s cargo of furs and miners’ gold.
Dick Foran, Jane Chapman,
Patric Knowles.
Director: Lew Seiler.
Man Who
Dared, The
Afraid).. 375.. (60)

(formerly

I Am

Not
June

3

Melodrama.
A remake
of "The Star Witness,”
in which an aging Spanish war veteran wipes
out a gang of racketeers who try to intimidate
him at a grand jury hearing. Charley Grapewin, Jane Bryan.
Director: Crane Wilbur.
Nancy
Drew, Reporter. .372. . (67)
Comedy
Drama. A girl, the ward

of

a

Feb. 18
wealthy

woman,
is held for the woman’s
murder, but
Nancy finds the real culprit. Bonita Granville.
John Litel. Director: William Clemens.
Sweepstakes Winner. .373. . (59)
Apr. 29
Melodrama.
A
gullible blonde is taken in by
a couple of race horse phonies, but beginners
luck aids her in winning
the sweepstakes.
Marie Wilson, Johnnie Davis, Allen Jenkins,
Charles Foy. Director: William McGann.
Torchy Blane in Chinatown. . 371 .. (58) ... .Feb. 4
Action Drama. Torchy Blane solves the Oriental
murder mystery of three men who had received
death threats. Glenda
Farrell, Barton
MacLane.
Director: William Beaudine.
Yes, My
Darling Daughter. .357. . (85)
Feb. 25
Comedy.
Adapted
from
the
sophisticated

99

TeGtute* i
Broadway
stage play. Two
lovers, doomed
to
a
two-year separation plan an unchaperoned
weekend
together, which results In a
riotous
family turmoil. Priscilla Lane, Jeffrey Lynn,
May Robson, Roland Young. Director: William
Keighley.
You Can’t Get Away With Murder.. 364
(78)
Action Drama.
A boy of the slums pals

May 20
around

with

a
police character, who
kills a
pawnbroker, for which
murder
his sister’s patrolman fiance is charged. Humphrey
Bogart, Gale
Page, Billy Halop, Harvey Stephens. Director:
Lewis Seiler.

Gaumont
Asking

for

Trouble

British

(formerly

High) ..(..)
Romance
Comedy.

Climbing
•
for a

blossoms

Dec’ 1
wealthy

whose car strikes an artists’ model.
young man
The girl repells him at first but he finally wins
Diher. Jessie Matthews, Michael Redgrave.
rector: Carol Reed.
'
Pagliacci. . (78)
Based on the famous opera,
Musical Drama.
■’ll Pagliacci,” in which a Jealous husband kills
Tauhis unfaithful wife and her lover. Richard
ber, Steffi Duna. Director: Karl Grune.

Grand

National

Jan. 20
Crashing Through. . 327 ..(.. )
Western. One of the Renfrew series, in which
officer aids a girl and her
a Royal Mounted
rightgold mine
brother in getting back a
James Newill, Warfully belonging to them.
Clifton.
Elmer
Director:
ren Hull, Jean Carmen.
May 13
Exile Express . . 301 . . ( 70)
The chemist a girl works for Is found
Drama.
dead and she is ordered deported. A reporter
follows the girl, rescues her from abductors, and
Sten, Alan
gets the story and the girl. Anna
Marshal. Director: Otis Garrett.
Oct. 21
Frontier Scout. .325. . (62)
backwestern with a Civil War
Western. A
ground, in which Wild Bill Hickok as a Kancattle-comsas town marshal saves his friend’s
cattle rustlers. George
mission house from
A1 St. John, Dave O’Brien. Director:
Houston,
Sam Newfield.

Jan- 6
Long Shot. .313. .(69)
After a streak of hard luck, a
Action Drama.
young horseman buys a horse for a song, and it
wins the big race. Gordon Jones, Marsha Hunt,
Director: Charles Lamont.
Harry Davenport.
May 20
Patrol. .314. . (69)
Panama
Uncle Sam’s Cipher Bureau inAction Drama.
uncovering
the
to
leads
tercepts a note which
Canal
of foreign spies operating in the Panama
Charlotte Wynters, Abner
Leon Ames,
zone.
Director: Charles Lamont.
Biberman.
Jan. 20
Ride ’Em Cowgirl. .W 1-2. . (52)
A girl enters her horse In the rodeo
Western.
show to win the $5,000 prize money so she can
pay her father’s debts. The money is stolen and
she is accused. Dorothy Page, Vince Barnett.
Director: Samuel Diege.

Singing Cowgirl (formerly Lady Buckaroo)
M“y 31
1V1-3 . . (57)
A scheming lawyer discovers gold on
Western.
owns
an adjoining ranch, has the couple who
he tries to do
it killed but is trapped when
with the child. Dorothy Page, David
away
O’Brien. Director: Samuel Diege.
Six-Gun Rhythm.
Wl- 19. - (57)
May 13
Western. A college football hero returns to his
ranch to find his father murdered and the murderers ruling the countryside. His football pals
lend a hand and they clean up the mob.
Tex
NewDirector: Sam
Joan Barclay.
Fletcher,
field.
Trigger Pals. .WI-13. . (55)
Jan. 14
Western. A cowboy locates the brains of a gang
of rustlers, who turns out to be the mortgage
holder on his ranch. Art Jarrett, Lee Powell.
Director: Sam Newfield.
Mater

Rustlers

(formerly

Last

Barrier)

M’I-1 . . (54)
Jan. 6
Western. When
the only creek in the valley Is
cut off, the hero dynamites a hill to save the
property of ranchers.
Dorothy
Page, David
O’Brien. Director: Samuel Diege.

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
Bridal Suite (formerly Maiden Voyage)
93 7 . (69)
May 26
Comedy.
A spoiled playboy, after dodging his
wedding three times, finally settles down when
he falls in love with a maid
in Switzerland.
Annabella, Robert
Young,
Walter
Connolly,
Billie Burke.
Director: William Thiele.
Broadway
Serenade. .931. . (113)
Apr. 7
Drama
with Music. A success vs. marriage vs.
career combination, in this story of a struggling

100

THE

COMPLETE

CHECK-UP

song composer
whose
wife becomes
a
prima
donna, which
ultimately leads to their estrangement. Jeanette MacDonald,
Lew
Ayres,
Frank Morgan. Director: Robert Z. Leonard.
Burn ’Em Up O’Connor . .919. . (67)
Jan. 13
Action Drama. The owner of a string of racetrack cars thinks a jinx is working against him
when
three drivers crack up, but investigation
reveals the drivers are being doped.
Dennis
O’Keefe, Cecilia Parker,
tor: Edward Sedgwick.

Nat

Pendleton.

Direc-

Calling I)r. Kildare . . 932 . . ( 86)
Apr. 28
Drama.
A
doctor’s assistant in a clinic in a
tenement district becomes involved in a murder
case when he keeps secret a call he makes
to
help a wounded
boy. Facing disgrace, he sets
about to absolve the boy and to clear his own
name.
Lionel Barrymore,
Lew
Ayres, Lana
Turner,

Lynne

Carver.

Director:

Harold

S. Buc-

ON

CURRENT

theme,

the

Carol,

A.. 917..

(69)

Dec.

16

Drama.
Adapted
from
the Charles Dickens’
Yuletide classic. Reginald Owen, Gene Lockhart. Director: Edwin L. Marin.
Dramatic
School. .915. . (78)
Dec. 9
Drama.
A girl with an actress complex chooses
a stage career when
romance
intrudes on her
study of dramatics. Luise Rainer, Alan Marshall, Paulette Goddard.
Director: Robert Sinclair.
Fast and Loose . .924 .. (79)
Feb. 17
Mystery-Comedy.
A dealer in rare books turns
detective to save his life when
he is accused
of the murder and subsequent library raid of
an eccentric book collector. Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Ralph
Morgan.
Director: Edwin L. Marin.
Flirting With Fate. .914. . (70)
Dec. 2
Comedy.
The head of a vaudeville troupe is
stranded in Latin-America. Unable to get engagements, he tries suicide so his troupe can
collect the insurance. Joe E. Brown, Leo Carillo, Steffi Duna.
Director: Frank McDonald.
Four Girls in White. .921 . . (70)
Jan. 27
Drama.
A
selfish, student nurse, with a
gold
digger complex, is finally redeemed
through
sacrifice after the death of an innocent girl.
Florence Rice, Alan Marshal, Ann
Rutherford,
Una Merkel. Director: Sylvan Simon.
Girl

Downstairs, The (formerly The Awakening of Katrina).. 916. .(77)
..Dec. 23
Comedy
Drama.
A wealthy architect thinks he
is in love with a girl he met in a Swiss cafe,

but finds he really loves the girl’s maid. Franciska Gaal, Franchot Tone, Walter Connolly, Rita
Johnson. Director: Norman
Taurog.
Hardys Ride High, The. .934. . (81)
Apr. 21
Comedy.
The Hardys are about to come
into
a
large inheritance, but evidence is found to
disprove their rights, and
the family settles
down to normal living once more. Lewis Stone,
Mickey
Rooney, Fay
Holden, Cecilia Parker.
Director: George B. Seitz.
Honolulu. .922. . (85)
Feb. 3
Comedy
with Music. An actor and a Hawaiian
plantation owner, exchange places because each
thinks the other has a more enviable life. Comic
and
romantic
complications ensue.
Eleanor
Powell, Robert Young, Gracie Allen. Director:
Edward
Buzzell.
Huckleberry

Finn . .923 .. (91)

Feb.

10

Comedy
Drama.
From
Mark
Twain’s story of
the lad who runs away with a Negro slave, the
town
believing the slave murdered
the boy.
Mickey Rooney, Rex Ingram, Walter Connolly.
Director: Richard Thorpe.
Ice Follies of 1939, The. .925. . (82)
Mar. 10
Musical. Two
talented professionals elope, but
their careers clash and false pride causes them
to drift apart. The
girl becomes
a
famous
film

star and her husband starts the “Ice Follies.” Success for both, after years of separation, reunites them.
Joan Crawford, James
Stewart,
Lew
Ayres.
Director:
Reinhold
Schunzel.

Idiot’s Delight. .920. . (107)
Jan. 27
Comedy
Drama.
From
the Pulitzer Prize play.
Two
small-time vaudevillians, who fall in love
in Omaha,
meet years later in Geneva.
The
girl, mistress of a munitions manufacturer, is
left flat in an air raid and goes back to her
old love. Norma
Sheared, Clark Gable, Edward Arnold. Director: Clarence Brown.
It’s a Wonderful World. .936. . (86)
May 19
Comedy.
A private detective, assigned to guard
a
millionaire playboy, finds himself trying to
solve a murder
to keep his boss from going
to the electric chair for the crime. Claudette
Colbert, James Stewart, Ernest Truex. Director:
W. S. Van Dyke II.
Kid From
Texas, The. .929. . (70)
Apr. 14
Romantic
Comedy.
A
Texas cowhand
shows
society back east a few fancy ways of playing
polo. Dennis O’Keefe,
S. Sylvan Simon.

Florence

I>et Freedom
Ring. .926. . (85)
Drama
With
Music. A
film

Rice.

with

a

Director:
Feb. 24
patriotic

centering

around

the

attempts

of railroad operators to steal the settlers’ lands.
Nelson Eddy, Virginia Bruce, Victor McLaglen,
Lionel Barrymore, Edward
Arnold, Charles Butterworth. Director: Jack Conway.
Lucky Night. .933. . (82)
Comedy.
A
bored daughter

of

wealth

May 5
meets

a

young man
on a park bench, and after embarking on a
night in search of excitement,
they wind up married. But when the spirit of
excitement dies down, the marriage is threatened. Myrna Loy, Robert Taylor. Director:
Norman
Taurog.

Out West With the Hardys. .913. . (85)
Nov. 25
Comedy.
The
Hardy
family
visits friends
on an Arizona ranch, and new problems blossom
for Andy as romance and adventure rides the
West. Mickey Rooney, Lewis Stone, Cecilia Parker, Ann Rutherford. Director: George B. Seitz.
Pygmalion.

quet.
Christmas

story

RELEASES

.980. . (87)

Mar.

3

Comedy.
From
George Bernard Shaw’s story,
in which a professor of speech sets out to win
a wager by transforming a poor, ignorant flower
girl into a lady. Leslie Howard, Wendy
Hiller.
Director: Anthony Asquith.
Sergeant
Action

Madden.
Drama.

.927. . (80)
The story

of

Mar. 24
American cop,

an

whose

pursuit of justice made
him unrelentingly trail his own
son who
had gone from
berg.
cop to killer. Wallace Beery, Tom
Brown, Alan
Curtis, Fay Holden. Director: Josef von Stern6,000 Enemies. .938. .(61)
June 9
Melodrama.
A hardboiled district attorney who
sent scores of framed men to prison is himself
framed
and put behind the bars with 6,000
enemy
inmates plotting against him.
Walter
Pidgeon, Rita Johnson, Paul Kelly, Harold Huber. Director: George B. Seitz.
Society Lawyer. .930. . (78)
Mar. 31
Drama.
A
remake, in which
a
conservative
lawyer resigns his position to be a
criminal
lawyer, and loses his fiancee as a result but
is called in to defend his rival in love on a
murder charge. Walter Pidgeon, Virginia Bruce,
Leo Carrillo. Director: Edwin L. Marin.
Stand Up and Fight . .918. . (95)
Jan. 6
Historical Drama.
A saga of the struggle for
supremacy
between stagecoaches and the first
railroads in colonial America.
Wallace Beery
Robert
Taylor, Florence Rice. Director: W. S.
Van
Dyke.
Sweethearts. .910. . (110) ©Q
Dec. 30
Musical Drama.
A
producer plots against the
sweetheart team of his musical show to prevent
their signing a
film contract. Jeanette MacDonald.Dyke.
Nelson Eddy, Frank Morgan.
Director:
W. S. Van
Tarzan Finds a Son!. .939. . (81)
June 16
Action Drama.
The
King of the Jungle returns to share his glory with the crown prince
of Tarzania.
Johnny
Weissmuller,
Maureen
Thorpe.
O’Sullivan, John Sheffield. Director: Richard
Tell No Tales. .935. . (69)
May 12
Action Drama.
A
newspaperman,
into whose
hands falls a hundred-dollar bill that is part of
the ransom money paid in a kidnapping, trails
its source, and at each step a drama is uncovered which involves a
group
of individuals
through whose
hands the money
has passed.
Melvyn
Douglas, Louise Platt,
brille. Director: Leslie Fenton.

Douglas

Dum-

Within the Law. .928. . (65)
Mar. 17
Melodrama.
A remake of the famous play by
Bayard Veiller. A
girl serves three years in
prison for robbing her employer, a charge on
which
she is innocent. When
released, she
plans to marry boss’s son for revenge but falls
in love with him.
Ruth Hussey, Paul Kelly,
William Gargan.
Director: Gustav Machaty.

Monogram
Across the Plains (formerly
Rio Grande) . .3855. . (53)

Riders

of

the
June

1

Western.
Two brothers are separated in childhood, one is reared by Indians, the other by
renegades. The first swears vengeance on the
renegades, not knowing that his brother is at
the head when
their paths cross years later.
Jack

Randall, Dennis Moore,
rector: Spencer Bennett.

Joyce

Bryant.

Di-

Boys* Reformatory. .3820. . (61)
May 1
Action Drama.
A young lad takes the rap so
that his buddy can stay out of the reformatory
and save his face with his mother.
Frankie
Darro, Grant Withers. Director: Howard
Bretherton.
Convict’s Code (formerly Parole)
3822.. (63)
Jan. 18
Action Drama.
A man paroled from prison, sets
out to clear his name and to find the party who
framed him.
Robert Kent, Anne Nagel, Sidney
Blackmer.
Director: Lambert
Hillyer.
Down

the

Wyoming

Trail.
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.3864.

. (62)
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Western.
A
ranch foreman
dresses as Santa
Claus to capture a cattle rustler. Tex Ritter,
Mary
Brodell, Horace
Murphy, Charles King.
Director: A1 Herman.
Drifting: Westward. . 3854 .. (59)
Jan. 25
Western. It's the old story of the hidden gold
mine, who has the map
and how it turns up
accidentally after the hero is called into service. Jack Randall, Edna Duran. Director: Bob
Hill.
Gang

Bullets . . 3818 . . (63)

Nov.

Melodrama.
A district attorney "joins”
eteering mob, finally driving them
Bridgetown. Robert Kent, Ann
Nagel,
Trowbridge. Director: Lambert Hillyer.
I

23

a rackout of
Charles

Little Pal (formerly The Healer) . .Reissue
..3828.. (66)
Feb. 3
Drama.
A
young
doctor, operating a
small
town orthopedic clinic, effects cures that win
him fame as a miracle healer. Ralph Bellamy,
Karen
Morley, Mickey
Rooney, Judith Allen.
Director: Reginald Barker.
Mystery of Mr. Wong. .3806. . (67)
Mar. 8
Melodrama.
The Oriental sleuth tracks down
an invisible killer. Boris Karloff, Dorothy Tree,
Grant Withers. Director: William Nigh.
Mystery Plane (formerly Sky Pirate)
. .3809. . (60)
Mar. 8
Action Drama.
An inventor of a bombing device outwits a spy who kidnaps him to get the
plans,

and escapes in a plane, the spy in pursuit. An air fight ensues. John Trent, Milburn Stone, Marjorie Reynolds. Director: George
Waggner.
Navy Secrets . . 3805 . . (60)
Feb. 1
Action Drama.
Two
Naval Intelligence Service
workers find romance
when
they meet while
working
on the same
case. Grant Withers,
Fay Wray,
William von Brinclcen. Director:
Howard
Bretherton.
Rollin’ Westward. .3863. . (57)
Mar. 1
Western.
Tex joins a
gang of homesteaders
but learns that their claims in the cattle country are illegal, and crime runs rampant
until
the guilty parties are brought to justice. Tex
Ritter, Dorothy Fay. Director: A1 Herman.
Should a Girl Marry?
(formerly Girl From
Nowhere)
3823.. (..)
June 10
Melodrama.
Unaware
that she was
born in
prison, a young bride is victim of a blackmail
plot being aligned against her. But the blackmailer’s wife prevents the plot from taking
form.
Anne Nagel, Warren
Hull, Lester Mathews, Mayo Methot. Director: Lambert Hillyer.
Song of the Buckaroo (formerly Little
Tenderfoot) . . 3861 . . (60)
Dec. 7
Western.
Tex Ritter turns Robin Hood, assumes the identity of a dead man, and finds
himself with a wife and little daughter. Tex
Ritter. Director: A1 Herman.
Starlight Over Texas. .3859. . (59)
Sept. 7
Western. The first in the series of eight prairie
operas Monogram
will make. Story concerns a
Texas ranger in pursuit of cattle rustlers. Tex
Ritter. Director: A1 Herman.
Star Reporter. .3822. . (62)
Feb. 22
Melodrama.
A
young
newspaper
publisher
inaugurates a campaign against crime, and gets
himself In deep when he learns prominent people are involved. Warren
Hull, Marsha
Hunt,
Morgan
Wallace.
Director: Howard
Bretherton.
Streets of New
York .. 3802 .. (73)
Apr. 12
Drama.
A lad of the slums sets up Abraham
Lincoln as his ideal and strives to become
a
lawyer in the face of poverty and a gangster
brother. Jackie Cooper, Martin Spellman, George
Irving. Director: William Nigh.
Sundown
on the Prairie. . 3862 .. (53)
Feb. 8
Western. A mountain pass is dynamited to trap
a gang of cattle smugglers. Tex Ritter, Dorothy
Fay. Director: A1 Herman.
Tough

Kid..

3819..

(61)

Dec.

28

Action Drama.
A tough kid keeps his brother’s
fight manager
from resorting to trickery to
throw the championship fight. Frankie Darro,
Dick Purcell, Judith Allen. Director: Howard
Bretherton.
Trigger

Smith . . 3854 . . (59)

.Mar.

22

Western. The sheriff’s son cleans up a gang of
bank robbers who had killed his brother. Jack
Randall, Frank Yaconelli, Dennis Moore, Joyce
Bryant. Director: Alan James.
Undercover Agent .. 3824 .. (56)
Apr. 5
Melodrama.
A postal inspector finds the party
behind a counterfeit sweepstakes ticket racket,
thereby

clearing
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Russell Gleason, Shirley Deane,
Director: Howard
Bretherton.

J. M.

Kerrigan.

Wanted
by Scotland Yard. .3829. . (62)
Apr. 19
Melodrama.
An ex-convict is framed into going back into a
criminal career when
he is
led to believe his sweetheart has betrayed him.
James man Lee.
Stephenson,

Betty

Lynne.

Director:

Nor-

Wild Horse Canyon (formerly Last
Outlaw) . .3852. . (50)
Dec. 21
Western. Two pals of the saddle ride the range
searching for the murderer of the brother of
one of them.
Jack Randall. Dorothy
Short.
Director: Robert Hill.
Wolf

Am
a Criminal. .3812. .(73)
Dec. 14
Drama.
A mobster’s love for a homeless waif
he adopts in an effort to create public goodwill in his trial on a
manslaughter
charge
brings about his redemption.
John
Carroll,
Martin Spellman. Director: William Nigh.

ON

*Teatu.te5

Call . . 3813 . . (65)

May

22

Action Drama.
Adapted
from Jack London’s
novel, of a New
York playboy whose father, in
order to make a man
of him, sends him into
the Northern wilds to operate a radium mine.
John Carroll, Movita.
Director: George Wag-

Paramount

gner.

William

Henry.

Director:

Kurt

Neu-

Arrest Bulldog Drummond.
.3812. . (58) ... .Nov. 25
Melodrama.
An international spy commits two
murders to gain possession of an invention for
explosives, valuable for use in warfare, but
Bulldog Drummond
and his girl friend bring
about
the capture of the criminals. John
Howard,
Heather
Angel, H. B. Warner.
Director: James Hogan.
Artists

and

Models

Abroad .. 3817 .. (90) ... .Dec.

30

Comedy.
The adventures of an American theatrical troupe stranded in Paris who
are saved
by a Texas oil millionaire and his daughter who
join the troupe incognito. Jack Benny, Joan
Bennett,

Mary Boland,
rector: Mitchell Beisen.

Yacht

Club

Boys.

Di-

Back Door to Heaven .. 3833 .. (85)
Apr. 21
Drama.
Five people in the same
graduating
class meet ten years later as a lawyer, a night
club dancer, a
bank
president, a
dishonored
ship’s captain, and a
fugitive from the law.
Wallace Ford, Aline McMahon,
Stuart Erwin,
Patricia Ellis. Director: Wm.
K. Howard.
Beachcomber,
The. .3863. . (89)
Mar. 10
Drama.
A
shiftless drifter in the Dutch East
Indies tropics wages a strong fight against a
woman
missionary who
tries to reform him.
Charles Laughton, Elsa Lanchester.
Director:
Erich Pommer.
Boy
Trouble. .3824. . (74)
Feb. 17
Comedy.
Two adopted youngsters nearly wreck
a household and almost cause a divorce, but
the family is drawn together when
one of the
boys becomes ill. Charles Ruggles, Mary
BoGeorge

land, Billy Lee, Donald
Archainbaud.

Howard, Porter
tor: James Hogan.

O’Connor.

Director:

Bulldog Drummond’s
Secret Police .. 3831 . .
(55)
Apr. 14
Melodrama.
A valuable King’s treasure is lost,
and Drummond
unearths a torture chamber
in
the secret passages of Rockingham
Towers, and
murder, explosions and horror prevail until the
mystery
is solved. John
Howard,
Heather
Angel, Reginald Denny, E. E. Clive. Director:
James Hogan.
Cafe Society. .3826. . (83)
Mar. 3
Drama.
A
glimpse into the Gotham
circle of
cafe society, where
a
news
reporter meets
and falls in love with a wealthy girl. Madeleine Carroll, Fred MacMurray,
Shirley Ross.
Director: Edward
II. Griffith.
Disbarred . . 3818 . . (58)
Jan. 1
Action Drama.
An expose of the criminal lawyer racket, in which a disbarred lawyer poses
as a real estate operator and sets up a law office
headed by a woman.
Gail Patrick, Otto Kruger.
Director: Robert Florey.
Frontiersman. .3856. . (74)
Dee. 16
Western.
Hopalong
Cassidy, in action against
raiders of the Old West, finds romance
when
school teacher comes to the frontier. William
Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden,
Evelyn
Venable. Director: Lesley Selander.
Graeie Allen Murder
Case. . 3839 .. (75)
June 2
Comedy.
Graeie sends the wrong man
to jail,
the police to an insane asylum and falls in love
with the murderers, before she and Philo Vance
solve a murder mystery. Graeie Allen, Warren
William. Kent Taylor, Ellen Drew.
Director:
Alfred E. Green.
Grand Jury Secrets . . 3842 . . (68)
June 23
Melodrama.
Two brothers, one a star reporter
and the other, an assistant district attorney,
fight against each other for honors and scoops.

Hall,

Gail

Patrick.

Direc-

Heritage of the Desert .. 3843. . (73)
June 23
Western.
A
city-bred lad matches
fists and
wits with land thieves who try to deprive him
of a ranch he inherits. Donald Woods, Evelyn
Venable, Robert Barrat, Sidney Toler. Director:
Lesley Selander.

Hotel Imperial. .3836. . (80)
May 12
Drama.
A war drama of a young woman
who,
in search of an officer responsible for her sister’s suicide, falls in love with the man
she
hates. Isa Miranda, Ray Milland, Gene Lockhart, Reginald Owen.
Director: Robert Florey.
I’m From
Missouri. .3830. . (77)
Apr. 7
Comedy.
Burns goes to London to interest the
British army
in his thoroughbred mules, and
meets stiff competition when
a tractor mogul
tries to sell the government calvary tanks. Bob
Burns, Gladys George, Gene Lockhart, Judith
Barrett. Director: Theodore Reed.
Invitation
Drama.

Ambush. .3820. . (62)
Jan. 20
Action Drama. A gang of bandits kidnap a girl
working in a bank because she recognized her
brother as one of the bandits. The boy loses his
life to save his sister. Gladys Swarthout, Lloyd
Nolan,
mann.

John

to
A

Happiness . . 3841 . . (99)
low-brow prize fighter

June
marries

6
a

high-brow girl. He
loses the world’s heavyweight championship and his wife, but wins
the latter back again. Fred MacMurray,
Irene
Dunne, Charlie Ruggles. Director: Wesley RugKing of Chinatown. .3827. . (57)
Mar. 17
Melodrama.
A
Chinese woman
doctor nurses
bies.
a gangster leader back to health after he had
been shot, despite her hatred for him, and he
falls in love with her, but is later killed by
his henchmen.
Anna
May
Wong, Akim
Tamiroff, J. Carrol Naish. Director: Nick Grinde.
Lady’s From
Kentucky, The. .3834. . (77) . .Apr. 28
Comedy
Drama.
A
hard-boiled bookmaker
learns the real meaning of sportsmanship when
he falls in love with a Kentucky belle. George
Raft, Ellen Drew.
Director: Alexander Hall.
Little Orphan
Annie. .3814. . (58)
Dec. 2
Comedy
Drama.
Adapted from the comic strip.
Orphan Annie, a runaway, is befriended by a
prizefighter, and the two help rid the community of loan sharks. Ann
Gillls, Robert Kent,
June Travis. Director: Ben Holmes.
Midnight . . 3828 . . (93)
Mar. 24
Comedy
Drama.
A young woman,
stranded in
Paris, pretends she is a Baroness, and a taxi
driver aids her by posing as her husband.
Claudette Colbert, Don
Ameche,
Francis Lederer, John Barrymore. Director: Mitchell Leisen.
Never Say Die. .3832. . (80)
Apr. 14
Comedy With Music. A man with 30 days to live
marries an heiress who is running away from
a
fortune hunter. Martha
Raye, Bob
Hope.
Director: Elliott Nugent.
. . . one-third of a nation . . . 3825. . (75) . .Feb. 24
Drama.
A story of the housing problems, that
deals with the slum sections. Sylvia Sidney,
Leif Erickson. Director: Dudley Murphy.
Paris Honeymoon . . 3821 . . (85)
Jan. 27
Musical Comedy.
A wealthy American goes to
Europe to await the Paris divorce of his fiancee.
In the interim he falls in love with a beautiful peasant girl. Bing Crosby, Franciska Gaal,
Edward
Everett Horton, Akim
Tamiroff. Director: Frank Tuttle.
Persons in Hiding. .3823. . (69)
Feb. 10
Action Drama.
The astonishing story of a female Svengali who
turns a small-time crook
into America’s most dangerous criminal. Based
on the book by J. Edgar Hoover.
Lynne Overman, Patricia Morison, J. Carrol Naish.
Director: Louis King.
Ride

a

Crooked

Mile.

.3815.

. (70)

Dec.

9

Action Drama.
A
son’s struggle with loyalty
and duty when his father, an ex-Cossack, turns
cattle rustler and
is sent to prison. Akim
Tamiroff, Leif Erikson, Frances Farmer.
Director: Alfred E. Green.
St. Louis Blues. .3822. . (8|)
Feb. 3
Musical Romance.
A showgirl, fleeing a ruthless manager, joins a show boat troupe as a
singer, and saves the owner from bankruptcy.
Dorothy
Lamour,
Lloyd Nolan, Tito Guizar.
Director: Raoul Walsh.
Say It in French. .3831. . (69)
Nov. 25
Comedy.
A
young man
returns home
with a
Parisian wife and before he can announce the
news, finds his family facing financial ruin
unless he makes a wealthy marriage. Ray Milland,
Bradna, Irene Hervey. Director:
AndrewOlympe
L. Stone.
Silver on the Sage. .3858. . (68)
Western. Hopalong poses as a gambler
the leader of a gang of rustlers, who
double as his alibi. William
Boyd,
Hayes,
der.

Russell

Some Like
Musical.

It
A

Hayden.

Hot.
jam

Director:

.3837. . (65)
session of

swing

Lesley

music

Mar. 31
to find
uses a
George
SelanMay 19
aided
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by laughs and
romance.
Bob
Ross, Una Merkel, Gene Krupa
Director: George Archainbaud.

Hope, Shirley
and orchestra.

Stolen Life. .3864. . (90)
May 26
Drama.
The story of twin sisters of opposite
types, one of whom
marries an explorer and is
accidently drowned, whereupon
the other assumes her identity. Elisabeth Bergner, Michael
Redgrave.
Director: Paul Czinner.
Sudden Money . . 3829 . . (62 )
Mar. 31
Comedy.
What
happens
when
Mr.
Average
American Family wins the sweepstakes. Charles
Ruggles, Marjorie Rambeau,
Charles Grapewin.
Director: Nick Grinde.
Sunset Trail . . 3857 . . (68)
Feb. 24
Western.
The
murder
of a
wealthy rancher
climaxes a series of stagecoach robberies and
murders by a cunning gambler and his outlaw
gang. Hopalong poses as a wealthy tenderfoot
to bring about their capture. William Boyd,
George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Jane Clayton.
Director: Lesley Selander.
Tom
Sawyer, Detective. .3816. . (68)
Dec. 23
Comedy
Drama.
Huck
Finn and Tom
Sawyer,
while on a country visit discover a murder and
solve the case in their own
way.
Donald
O’Connor, Billy
Louis King.

Cook,

Porter

Hall.

Director:

Undercover Doctor. .3840. . (67)
June 9
Action Drama.
Based on the activities of J.
Edgar Hoover in his expose of doctors who get
rich
Louis

by treating wounded
criminals. Lloyd Nolan, J. Carrol Naish, Janice Logan.
Director:
King.

Unmarried . . 3838 . . (66)
May 26
Comedy Drama. A tough prizefighter and speakeasy proprietress find regeneration through love
of an orphan boy.
Helen Twelvetrees, Buck
Jones. Director: Kurt Neumann.
Union Pacific .. 3835. . (137)
May 5
Outdoor Drama.
The history of the building
of the Union Pacific railroad. Barbara Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Robert Preston, Lynne Overman. Director: Cecil B. DeMille.
Zaza. .3819. .(86)
Jan. 13
Drama.
A music-hall actress, who rises to fame
as a Parisian entertainer, falls in love with a
man
whom
she later learns is married. Claudette Colbert, Herbert Marshall. Director: George
Cukor.

Republic
Blue Montana
Skies. .844. . (56)
May 5
Western.
A
band of Canadian Northwest fur
smugglers use a Montana
dude ranch as their
front, but a
Canadian cattleman seeks them
out to avenge the murder of his partner. Gene
Autry, Smiley Burnette, June Storey. Director:
B. Reeves Eason.
Come On, Rangers! . .818 .. (57)
Nov. 25
Western.
Succeeded by the U. S. Cavalry, the
Texas Rangers are reinstated when
the army
fails on a difficult task the ex-Rangers handle.
Roy Rogers, Mary Hart, Raymond
Hatton. Director: Joe Kane.
Federal Man-Hunt . . (64)
Action Drama.
Believing

him

innocent,

Dec. 27
a girl

aids a convict’s escape from prison, and helps
the police recapture him when
she learns his
background.
Robert Livingston, June
Travis,
John Gallaudet. Director: Nick Grinde.
Fighting Thoroughbreds .. 808 .. (65)
Jan. 6
Action Drama.
The offspring of a
thoroughbred they had tried to disqualify, grows up.
enters the derby and wins the race. Ralph Byrd,
Mary Carlisle, George Hayes. Director: Sidney
Salkow.
Forged Passport. .823. . (64)
Feb. 15
Action Drama. After getting fired for being too
ready with his fists, a
government
man
goes
after
Lyle

a

gang of alien
stated in the service.
Talbot. Director:

smugglers and is reinPaul Kelly, June Lang,
Joe Kane.

Frontier Pony Express. . 854 .. (57)
Western.
A
Pony
Express Rider

Apr. 19
saves the

army's documents from Confederate spies. Roy
Rogers, Mary
Hart, Don
Dillaway. Director:
Joe Kane.
Home
on the Prairie. .842. . (58)
Feb. 10
Western. The singing cowboy turns cattle inspector and solves the mystery of the hoof-andmouth
disease in his district. Gene
Autry,
Smiley Burnette, June Storey. Director: Jack
Townley.
I

Was
a Convict . .824. . (62)
Mar. 6
Melodrama.
A
multi-millionaire befriends two
paroled convicts he had met while in prison for
income tax evasion. One of them, intending to
rob him, is rehabilitated when
he falls for
the

man’s
daughter, and
saves his benefactor from a
kidnap
plot. Barton
MacLane,
Beverly
Roberts, Clarence
Kolb.
Director:
Aubrey Scotto.

Man of Conquest .. 801 .. (97)
Historical Drama.
The story
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Mountain Rhythm. .845. . ( . . )
June 16
Western.
Gene Autry uncovers a plot to deprive the ranchers of their grazing lands. Gene
Eburne.

Arizona Legion. .982. . (58)
Jan. 20
Western. The hero, working secretly as head
of a vigilante group, rids Arizona of marauding

Direc-

bandits.

My
Wife’s Relatives. .810. . (65)
Mar. 20
Comedy.
Mr. Higgins’ home-made
candy business takes a sudden rise when a valuable diamond is lost, and his son, deducing it had
fallen into the candy, advertises the fact to the
public. James Gleason, Lucile Gleason, Russell
Gleason. Director: Gus Meins.

Night Riders. .865. . (58)
Apr. 12
Western. The Three Mesquiteers defy a gambler who uses a
forged land grant to oust
ranchers. John
Wayne,
Ray
Corrigan, Max
Terhune. Director: George Sherman.
the

Streets.

.819. . (64)

Dec.

Carrillo,
haus.

Patrick.

Director:

Bernard

Vor-

Apr. 21
tragedy wend
of circus folks,

Flying Irishman, The. .919. . (73)
Biographical Drama.
A
dramatization
life of
Douglas

thought were “fake” rustling parties, headed
by the ranch owner.
John Wayne,
Ray Corrigan* Max Terhune. Director: George Sherman.

Shine On, Harvest Moon . . 852 . . (57)
Dec. 23
Western. A cattle rustler wants a certain ranch
to store his stolen cattle and tries to burn down
the place to get it. Roy Rogers, Mary Hart,
William Farnum.
Director: Joe Kane.
S. O. S. Tidal Wave.. (60)
June 12
Action Drama.
A
television news commentator combats gangsters using a rival television
station to telecast a horror film. Ralph Byrd,
George Barbier, Kay
Sutton.
Director: John
Auer.
Southward Ho! (formerly Headin’ for Texas)
855.. (58)
May 18
Western.
Conflict arises between two ex-Confederate soldiers and their ranch co-owner when
they learn the latter was a Union officer. Roy
Rogers, Mary
Hart, George Hayes.
Director:
Joe Kane.
Street of Missing Men . .811 . . (65)
Apr. 25
Action Drama.
Upon his release from Alcatraz,
a former gangster leader sets out to wreck the
newspaper which sent him to prison. Charles
Bickford, Harry Carey, Tommy
Ryan, Guinn
Williams. Director: Sidney Salkow.
Three Texas Steers. .866. . (59)
May 15
Western.
A
young girl is led to believe the
ranch she inherited is worthless, but the Three
Mesquiteers save her from being duped.
John
Wayne,
Ray
Corrigan, Max
Terhune, Carole
Landis.
Director: George Sherman.
2

Western.
A
ranch foreman
saves his boss’s
property from two men
anxious to get him to
sell before he discovers his land holds valuable
helium deposits. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette,
Jean Rouverol. Director: Ralph Staub.
Woman
Doctor. .808. . (65)
Feb. 10
Drama.
A woman
surgeon, with little time for
her husband and child, is faced with a divorce
threat when
her husband falls for a charmer.
They are reconciled when their child is injured
in an accident. Frieda Inescort, Henry Wilcoxon, Claire Dodd, Sybil Jason. Director: Sidney Salkow.
Zero Hour, The. .812. . (62)
May 27
Drama.
How
a stage star, with loyalty and
courage, faces a
tangled problem, when
the
man
she is about to marry is hopelessly crippled in an automobile accident. Frieda Inescort, Otto Kruger, Don Douglas. Director: Sidney Salkow.

Apr. 7
of the

Douglas
(“Wrong
Way”)
Corrigan.
Corrigan, Paul
Kelly, Robert
Armstrong. Director: Leigh Jason.

Great Man
Comedy.

Rough
Riders Roundup. .853. . (58)
Mar. 13
Western. Two
Border Patrolmen are suspended
for allowing an outlaw gang to escape. They
follow the leader to his hideout and capture
the gang, which wins their reinstatement. Roy
Rogers, Mary Hart, Raymond
Hatton. Director:
Joseph Kane.

Dec.

Di-

and how the “fixer” helps adjust their personal
problems. Lee Tracy, Virginia Weidler, Peggy
Shannon.
Director: Lew Landers.

Red River Range. .864. . (56)
Dec. 22
Western. Guests on a dude ranch discover they
have
unwittingly taken
part in what
they

.841. . (59)

Lee

Fixer Dugan .. 922 .. (68)
Action Drama.
Romance
and
their way into this human
story

Pride of the Navy. .822. . (63)
Jan. 26
Drama.
A
young
seaman, who
fails in the
initial test of his torpedo-boat invention, later
wins success and the captain’s daughter. James
Dunn, Rochelle Hudson.
Director: Charles Lamont.

Jamboree.

Johnson.

Fisherman’s Wharf . .844. . (71)
Feb. 3
Comedy
Drama.
A fisherman nearly loses the
adopted son he loves, when
he falls in love
with a worthless woman.
Bobby
Breen, Leo

5

Drama.
A man
saves a dog’s life in this story
of an Alsatian Shepherd dog on trial for the
murder of a man.
Robert Livingston, Tommy
Ryan, June Storey. Director: John H. Auer.

Western

Laraine

Boy Slaves (formerly Pure in Mind).. 911
(71)
Feb. 10
Melodrama.
A gang of road kids are paroled
to a man
who pretends to befriend them, but
they become prisoners in his turpentine camp.
Anne
Shirley, Roger Daniel. Director: P. J.
Wolfson.

the dead man’s daughter together solve the
murder.
Michael Whalen,
Mary
Hart, Chick
Chandler. Director: Gus Meins.

of

George O’Brien,
rector: David Howard.

Beauty for the Asking. .915. . (64)
Feb. 24
Comedy.
A
young beautician markets a new
face cream, and complications ensue when her
advertising agency
secures financial aid for
her through the wife of the man
who had jilted her. Lucille Ball, Donald
Woods,
Patric
Knowles,
Frieda
Inescort. Director: Glenn
Tryon.

Mysterious Miss X.. 809.. (62)
Jan. 10
Melodrama.
An
actor, accused of murder, is
freed by a peculiar twist of fate. But he and

Orphans

Radio

Almost a Gentleman. .920. . (65)
Mar. 31
Drama.
A canine shows his love for, and proves
his real worth to, his master, who
had first
befriended him after he had been condemned
as an outcast, and then had defended him in
court on a murder charge. James Ellison, Helen
wins.
Wood, June Clayworth. Director: Leslie Good-

Mexicali Rose .. 843. . (58)
Mar. 27
Western.
Oil stock swindlers victimize a
girl
who runs an orphanage in Mexico. Gene Autry,
Smiley Burnette, Noah Beery. Director: George
Sherman.

Maude

RELEASES

RKO

from

Mexico, and
Texas’ ultimate entry into the
Union. Richard Dix, Gail Patrick, Edward
Ellis.
Director: George Nicholls jr.

Autry, Smiley Burnette,
tor: B. Reeves Eason.

CURRENT

Votes, The. .913. . (70)
An academic scholar

turns

Jan. 13
to drink

when

his wife dies, but reforms when the Children’s Society threatens to take away his two
children. John Barrymore, Peter Holden, Virginia Weidler. Director: Garson Kanin.

Girl

and

the

Gambler,

The

Dove) . .926. . (62)
Western Melodrama.
Hood with a dash of

(formerly

The

June 16
A Latin- American
Robin
caballero wagers that he

can woo and win a certain maiden’s heart
hours.
Leo
Carrillo, Tim
Holt, Steffi
Director: Lew
Landers.

in 24
Duni.

Girl From
Mexico, The . .928. . (71)
June 2
Comedy
Melodrama.
An advertising man
flies
down to Mexico to sign a radio personality for
a new program and falls in love with his new
fiery, Spanish star. Lupe Velez, Donald Woods,
Leon
Errol, Linda
Hayes.
Director: Leslie
Goodwins.
Gunga
Din. .912. . (117) 4J
Action Drama. British military
mountain
passes of Northern

Feb. 17
adventure in the
India, suggested

vaguely by Rudyard Kipling’s famous poem
of
the Indian water boy. Cary Grant, Victor McLaglen, Douglas
Fairbanks
jr., Sam
Jaffe,
Eduardo Ciannelli. Director: George Stevens.
Lost Patrol . . (reissue) . . (73)
Feb. 17
Drama.
A
group of white men, lost in the
desert, are shot down
one by one by hostile
Arabs, until only the leader is left to face the
murderous tribe. Victor McLaglen, Boris Karloff, Wallace Ford, Reginald Denny.
Director:
John Ford.
Love

Affair.

.916. . (87)

Apr.

7

Comedy
Drama.
A couple break their engagement and agree to meet in six months, at the
end of which time the girl is crippled in an
accident. Irene Dunne,
Charles Boyer.
Director: Leo McCarey.
Next Time I Marry (formerly Trailer
Romance) . .910. . (65)
Dec. 2
Comedy. Faced with loss of an inheritance unless she gets an American husband, but in love
with a Count, a girl marries a WPA
worker.
The
quick divorce agreed upon is forgotten
when romance enters. Lucille Ball, James Ellison, Lee Bowman.
Director: Garson Kanin.
Pacific

Liner . .914 .. (76)

Jan.

6

Action Drama.
A ship’s doctor tries to stem the
spread of Asiatic cholera aboard a
traveling
vessel, but the chief engineer hampers
forts, while threats of mutiny and death
Victor McLaglen, Chester Morris, Wendy
Director: Lew Landers.

his efprevail.
Barrie.

Panama
Lady . .925. . (65)
May 12
Melodrama.
A
wealthy
oil prospector goes
through a complete rehabilitation at the hands
of a dance hall girl. Lucille Ball, Allan Lane.
Jack Hively directed.
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Peck’s Bad Boy With the
Circus. .948. . (68)
Nov. 25
Comedy
Drama.
Tommy
pinchhits for Ann as
a bareback rider with the circus when Ann is
hurt. He
comes
through with flying colors.
Tommy
Kelly, Ann Gillis. Director: Edward
F.
Cline.
Racketeers of the Range .. 984 .. (60)
May 26
Western.
A cattleman fights a slick attorney
who tries to sell his girl client out to a big
packing company.
Reynolds. Director:

George
D. Ross

O’Brien, Marjorie
Lederman.

Rookie Cop. .923. . (60)
Apr. 28
Melodrama.
A young policeman shows his superiors the importance of police dogs in criminal detection. Tim
Holt, Virginia Weidler,
Janet Shaw, Ace the wonder
dog.
Director:
George Howard.
Saint Strikes Back, The. .918. . (64)
Mar. 10
Mystery-Melodrama.
The
Saint helps a
San
Francisco lassie clear her name
and to wipe
out a
band of thieves who
had framed
her
father, the police commissioner.
George Sanders, Wendy Barrie, Jonathan Hale. Director:
John Farrow.

Sorority House. .924. . (63)
May 5
Comedy
Drama.
Presents a celluloid argument
against the existing dangers of snobbishness
among
college sororities. Anne
Shirley, J. M.
Kerrigan, Barbara Read.
Director: John Farrow.
Star of Midnight. .Reissue. . (90)
Feb. 17
Mystery Comedy-Drama.
A Broadway
star disap ears, a columnist is murdered, and numerous suspects are rounded up before the mystery is cleared. William Powell, Ginger Rogers. Director: Stephen Roberts.

Story

of Vernon

and

Irene

Castle,

The.. 838

Apr. 28
The
rise of the two internationally
ballroom dancers, taking the period
up to the death of Castle as a flying
in Texas during the war.
Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers. Director: H. C. Potter.

Musical.
successful
from 1911
instructor

They Made Her a Spy . .920. . (67)
Apr. 14
Action Drama.
In the belief that sabotage was
responsible for her brother’s death, a
young
woman
joins the intelligence bureau and rounds
up a foreign spy ring. Sally Eilers, Allan Lane,
Larry Blake. Director: Jack Hively.

Trouble in Sundown. .983. . (57)
Mar. 24
Western. The town banker, victim of a trumpedup charge of robbery and murder, is in the
soup until the perpetrators are found. George
O’Brien, Rosalind
Keith.
Director: David
Howard.
12

Crowded
Hours ..917.. (64)
Mar. 3
Action Drama.
A
reporter exposes the policy
racket in order to clear his sweetheart’s brother. Richard Dix, Lucille Ball, Allan Lane,
Cyrus W. Kendall. Director: Lew
Landers.

State Rights
Alexander

Nevsky.. (92)
Amkino
Epic Drama.
The invasion of Russia by the
Order of Teutonic Knights in the 13th Century.
Nickolai Cherkassov, N. P. Okhlopkov.
Director: Sergei Eisenstein.

Big Fella.. (70)
Retlavv
Musical Drama.
A quaint, English water-front
yarn of a hapless family. Paul Robeson, Elisabeth Welch. Director: J. Elder Wills.

Bizarre

Bizarre. . (84)
Lenauer
Comedy.
A French satire of British customs,
with an underlying plot centering around
a
botanist who
writes mystery stories under an
assumed name.
Louis Jouvet, Francoise Rosay,
Michel Simon. Director: Marcel Carne.

Bouquets From
Nicholas. . (75)
Walch Mar. 1
Satire. A
French satire on American
gangs,
the story revolving around
a
simple flower
vender who
becomes
the dupe of gangsters.
Noel-Noel, Madeliene Robinson. Director: Maurice Cammage.
Bronze Buclcaroo, The.. (59)
Hollywood Piet.
Western with All-Colored Cast. Villains attempt
to acquire a piece of land containing a valuable
gold mine. Herbert Jefferey, Spencer Williams,
“Four Tones.” Director: Richard C. Kahn.
Champs-Elysees . . (89)
Tri-National
Comedy.
A
narration of the history of the
Champs-Elysees in which the love life of Louis
XV
is highlighted. (In French with English
subtitles.) Sacha Guitry, Jacqueline DeLubac,
Lisette Lanvin.
Director and
author: Sacha
Guitry.
Concentration Camp.. (69)
Drama.
Soviet propaganda
gle of the
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Jakov,

S.
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Shirokova,

S.

Mezhinsky.

Crisis.. (86)
Herbert Kline
Documentary.
A
graphic illustration of the
events leading up to Nazi aggression in the
Sudetenland and Czechoslovakia. Leif Erikson.
Dialogue by Vincent Sheean.
Crossroads. . (80)
Tri-National
Drama.
An industrialist, plagued by blackmailers, becomes convinced that he was a notorious
thief before he lost his memory.
(French dialogue.) Charles Vanel, Jules Berry, Suzy Prim.
Director: Kurt Bernhardt.
Curtain Rises, The. . (85)
Frank Kassler
Drama.
Two
girls in a French Academy
are
in love with the same fellow. One girl commits suicide, disguising it as murder, so that
the blame will be placed on her rival. Louis
Jouvet, Claude Dauphin, Janine Darcey, Mady
Made.
Director: Marc Allegret.
Double Crime in the Maginot Line .. (83) .. Tower
Mystery Drama.
Several military men are suspected of the double murder in France’s worldfamed Maginot Line, until the net closes in on
a German
spy. Victor Francen, Vera Korene,
Fernand Fabre. Director: Felix Gandera.
Father O'Flynn. . (67)
J. H. Hoff berg
Drama
with Music. An Irish film about a girl
kept captive by her father in a gambling house.
Tom
Burke, Jeane Adrienne, Dennis
O’Neil.
Director: Wilfred Noy.
Feud of the Range . . (Metropolitan) ..(..).. Dec. I
Western. Starring Bob Steele with the cast of
Gertrude
Messinger, Richard
Cramer,
Frank
LaRue, Bob Burns, Charles King, Bud Buster,
Jack
Ingram, Duke
R. Lee, Jean Cranford.
Director: Harry S. Webb.

Foolish Virgin, The.. (80)
Walch
Drama.
An elderly lawyer runs off with a young
girl. Her brother follows and the girl is shot
by mistake in a scuffle. Victor Francen, Juliette
Faber, Gabrielle Dorziat. Director: Henry Diamant-Berger.

Forbidden Music.. (64)
World Pictures
Musical Satire. Dictator of a mythical kingdom
puts a ban on music so his subjects can concentrate on the national debt. Jimmy
Durante,
Richard Tauber, Diana Napier. Director: Walter
Forde.

40 Little Mothers (Le Moche) . . (95) . .National Piet.
Comedy.
A bachelor teacher in a girls’ school
tiies to smuggle in an abandoned
baby found
on his doorstep. The authorities intervene but
the girls stage a strike to reinstate their teacher.
Lucien Baroux, Philippe, Madeleine Robinson.
Director: Leonide Moguy.
400,000,000, The . . (55)
Garrison
Documentary.
The real facts behind the undeclared war in China as narrated by Dudley
Nichols, from the camera record of Joris Ivens,
the Dutch producer, and John Ferno. Fredric
March. Music by Hanns Eisler.
f riends. . (97)
Amkino
Outdoor Drama.
How
the Caucasian tribes were
welded together as a
revolutionary force in
1917, against their oppressors. Boris Babochkin,
Nikolai Cherkassov, s. Kayukov, 1C Daushvili.
Director: L. Arnshtam.

In

Old

Grand Illusion. . (92)
World
Drama.
The effects of war are presented in
this drama
depicting the hardships endured by
1* rench army officers in a German
prison camp.
(In French with superimposed English dialogue
titles.) Eric von Stroheim, Jean Gabin, Pierre
Fresnay, Dita Parlo. Director: Jean Renoir.

Great Citizen, The.. (114)
Amkino
Historical. Portraying the events in 1925-26 in
Leningrad at the Red Metal Workers
factory,
which led to the downfall of the Trotskyites,

. (61)

Spectrum

Indiscretions. . (80)
Tri-National
French Comedy.
A middle-aged woman
has an
affair with a young man and her husband cleverly makes her regret it. Sacha Guitry, Betty
Dausmond, Jacqueline Delubac. Director: Sacha
Guitry.
Kreutzer

Sonata,

Drama.
famous

The.

6-39

. (79) . . .Foreign

Cinema

Arts

A Fiench film version of Leo Tolstoy's
story and Beethoven’s imtmortal composition. Gaby Morlay, Jean Yonnel.
Director:
Guichard.

Charles

Mamele . . ( 100)
Sphinx
Comedy-Drama.
Yiddish film about a widowed
mother who continually makes sacrifices for an
unappreciative clan.
Molly
Picon, Edmund
Avenda, Max
Bozyk.
Directors: Joseph Green,
Konrad
Tom.
Man and His Wife, A.. (77)
Drama.
How
a middle-aged
wins his young wife away from
ville.
Harry

Baur,

Suzy

Vernon.

French Films
man
sucessfully
her young lover.

Director:

Jean

Dre-

Man With the Gun, The.. (88)
Amkino
Drama.
The screen version of a true story of
the peasant whose
accidental meeting
with
Lenin impressed him so much
that he joined
the revolutionary forces of Lenin and Stalin
against Kerensky.
M. Shtraukh, M. Gelovani,
Boris Tenin. Director: Sergei Yutkevich.
Manhattan
Shakedown. . (57)
Melodrama.
A
Broadway
life to find the man
who

Warwick
columnist risks his
is blackmailing his

friend. rector:
Rosalind
Leon Barsha.Keith,

Gallaudet.

John

Di-

Marseillaise ..(..)
World
Drama.
A dramatization of the French Revolution. (In French with superimposed English
dialogue titles.) Pierre Renoir, Louis Jouvet.
Director: Jean Renoir.
Marusia.
Drama

. (105)
with Music.

a hunch-back
maiden leads

A

whose
to the

Ukrainian

folk

Ultrafilm
drama of

love for the town’s fairest
death o£ the girl and her

true lover. Stephania Melnvk,
nitzky. Director: Leo Bulgakov.

Nicholas

Steh-

Mothers of Today.. (90)
Apex
Drama.
A
Yiddish film portraying the story
of a
mother
whose
one daughter marries a
gangster and a son who
almost forsakes his
rabbinical career for a worthless woman.
Esther
Field,
Henry
Mutiny

Simon
Lynn.
of

the

Wolf,

Paula

Elsinore.

Lubelska.

Director:

. (73)

Regal

Action Drama.
From
Jack London’s forceful
drama
of adventure and mutiny on the high
seas, and the hopes and desperations of these
sea-faring men.
Paul
Lukas, Lyn
Harding.
Director: Roy Lockwood.
Neighbors. . (90)
Comedy.
A Jewish
a

Gang's All Here, The.. (78)
Associated British
Comedy.
An insurance investigator poses as a
famous killer to track down
a gang of jewel
thieves. Jack Buchanan,
Otto Kruger, Jack
La
Rue, Edward
Everett Horton.
Director:
Thornton Freeland.

Montana.

Western.
An
army
lad returns to his dad’s
ranch to help settle the cattlemen-sheepherders’ feud, which is being kept alive by the local
banker.
Fted Scott, Jean Carmen.
Director:
Raymond
K. Johnson.

comedy

of

Best Films
errors in which

mixup
in names
brings confusion and romance into the life of a radio announcer. Helen
Joseph Orwid. Director:

Gross,

Old Curiosity Shop, The.. (70)
Empire
Period Drama.
From
the Charles Dickens
classic of the same name, in which is portrayed
the beloved
Petrie, Elaine

character of “Little Nell.” Hay
Benson. Director: Thomas Bentley.

Orage (Tempest) . . (73)
Tri-National
Drama.
An engineer gives up his wife for a
temptress who
really loves him, but tragedy
ensues. (French dialogue with English subtitles.) Charles Boyer, Michele Morgan, Lisette
Lanvin. Director:
Outlaws' Paradise. . (55)
Victory
Western. A G-Man
goes on the hunt for stolen
bonds and the gang responsible for the robbery.
field.
Tim

McCoy,

Joan

Barclay.

Director:

Sam

New-

and

are purported to be a prelude to the ‘‘Moscow Treason Trials.” N. Bogoliubov, I. Bersenov, O. Zhakov.
Director: Friedrich Ermler.
Hatred. .(..)
Drama.
A story of the sea, from
O. P. Gilbert. (In French with
English dialogue titles). Starring

World
the novel by
superimposed
Harry Baur.

Heroes of the Marne.. (85)
Spectrum
French war drama.
The story of undying love
in a strife-torn world. Raimu, Albert Bassermann, Jacqueline Porel. Director: Andre Hugon.
Housemaster. . (85)
Alliance
Comedy
Drama.
From
the English stage play,
‘‘Bachelor Born,” in which 500 harassed
school
boys revolt against the reforms of a new headmaster. Otto Kruger, Diana Churchill, Phillips
Holmes.
Director: H. Brenon.

Puritan, The.. (85)
Lenauer
Drama.
A psychological study of a young man
who dedicates himself to the cause of erasing
immorality in others, and uses that as an excuse to justify his own
vile acts. Jean-Louis
Barrault, Pierre Fresnay, Viviane Romance.
Rangle River. . (72)
J. H. Hoffberg
Outdoor Drama.
The importance of the river
to cattle raisers, in this story from the pen of
Zane

Grey. Victor Jory, Margaret Dare.
Director: Clarence Badger.
6-39
Sable Cicada.. (87)
Modern Film Corp.
Historical. A Chinese historical classic of the
fall of the Han dynasty. Violet Koo, Y. L. Wei,
I. E. Koo. Director: R. Poh.
Sacrifice D’Honneur.
Naval Drama.
A

. (75)
wife sacrifices

Tri-National
her honor to
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save

her husband from court-martial and dismissal from the naval service. (French dialogue.) Annabella, Victor Francen.
Director:

School for Husbands. . (72)
Comedy.
An adult film,
derer who demonstrates

J. H. Hoffberg
portraying a philanto two conventional
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his boasts at the corn-husking bee to win
nomination
to the state senate. Jed Prouty,
Spring Byington, Louise Fazenda.
Director:
Malcolm St. Clair.

husbands the advisability of flirting with one’s
respective spouses. Diana
Churchill, Henry
Kendall, Romney
Brent.
Director: Andrew
Marton.

Everybody’s Baby. .935. . (62)
Mar. 24
Comedy
Drama.
One
of the Jones family
series, in which a quack child psychologist hits
the town and the young mother falls for his
fraud. Jed Prouty, Shirley Deane, Spring Byington, Russell Gleason. Director: Malcolm
St.
Clair.

Smoky
Trails ..(..).. Metropolitan
J an. 15
Western. Starring Bob Steele with the cast of
Jean Carmen, Bruce Dane, Murdock MacQuarrie,
Carleton Young, Ted Adams, Frank LaEue, Jim
Aubrey, Bob
Terry, Frank
Wayne.
Producer:
Harry S. Webb.

Gorilla, The. .944. . (66)
May 26
Comedy
Mystery. A mad
gorilla, on the loose,
terrorizes a vicinity, and the Ritz Brother Detectives are assigned to the case. Ritz Bros.,
Anita
Louise, Patsy Kelly.
Director: Allan
Dwan.

Soviet Border.. (94)
Amkino
Action Drama.
Japanese aggression in the Soviet Far East, and how an heroic Soviet family
repelled the invader. E. Tiapkina, E. Federova.
Director: A. G. Ivanov.

Hound

Special Inspector. . (55)
Warwick
Melodrama.
A government agent is assigned to
get fur hijackers smuggling their loot across
the Canadian
border.
Charles Quigley, Rita
Hayworth.
Director: Leon Barsha.
6-39
Three Waltzes. . (80)
Vedis Films
French
Operetta.
Depicts the loves of the
Grandpres and the de Chalencey of 1867 France,

of the

Baskervilles,

The.

.936. . (80) ..Mar.

31

Melodrama.
A. Conan Doyle’s fictionized detec
tive comes to the screen to end the terror of a
300-year-old curse. Richard Greene, Basil Rathbone, Wendy
Barrie. Director: Sidney Lanfield.
Inside Story . .934. . (61)
Action Drama.
A newspaper

man,

who

Mar. 10
meets

a night-club hostess through a “stunt” ad, saves
her from being killed by the owner of the club
who feared her disclosure of a murder to which
she had been an eye-witness. Michael Whalen,
Jean Rogers, Douglas Fowley. Director: Ricardo
Cortez.
Inspector

Hornleigh.

.945. . (76)

Apr.

21

covers three generations and Strauss’s music,
and brings the story to a halt in a modern film
studio. Yvonne Printemps, Pierre Fresnay. Director: Dr. Ludwig
Berger.
6-39

Melodrama.
A detective with a stamp collecting hobby solves a most baffling murder mystery. Gordon Harker, Alastair Sim, Hugh Williams. Director: Eugene Forde.

Tiger Hunt.. (54) 0
World
Adventure Travelog. The story of a tiger that
terrorized a native jungle village and evaded all
traps set for him, until a beautiful girl is offered as prize to the hero capturing the beast.
Native cast. Producer: Marquis de la Falaise.

Jesse James. .921. . (105) ®
Jan. 27
outdoor Drama.
The tragic destiny of America’s boldest desperado. Tyrone Power, Henry
Fonda, Nancy Kelly. Director: Henry King.

Two Sisters
Drama.
fices an
younger

.. (79)
Foreign Cinema
A
Yiddish film portraying the sacriolder sister continually makes for her
sister. Jennie Goldstein, Michael Rosenberg. Director: Ben K. Blake.

Will of the People,
Documentary.
A

The.. (55)
documentary

States Bight
compilation from

the government’s film archives and
newsreel
clips showing the Loyalist struggle against the
combined Fascist forces of Franco, Germany and
Italy. Commentary:
By Producer Louis Frank.
With

a

Smile..

(78)

Malxnar

Comedy
with Music. Paris’s leading impresario
hires back his former boss whom
he supplanted
and convinces him that everything in life awaits
those who learn to smile. (In French with English sub-titles.) Maurice Chevalier, Marie Glory.
Director: Maurice Tourneur.
Without a Home.. (88)
Foreign Cinema Arts
Drama.
A man
brings his family to America,
but in his eagerness to make good in the land
of opportunity, neglects his family for his job.
(A Yiddish film with English sub-titles). Ida
Kaminska,
A.
Marten,
Warsaw
Synagogue
Choir. Director: A. Marten.

20th Century-Fox
Arizona Wildcat. .929. . (69)
Feb. 3
Comedy.
When
her foster-father is accused of
lawlessness, Jane organizes a
band of nightriders to find the guilty party. Jane Withers,
Leo Carrillo. Director: H. I. Leeds.
Boy
Friend. .943. . (70)
Comedy.
When
a murder
training school which
she and her sweetheart

occurs

in

the

May 19
police

Jane’s brother attends,
turn sleuths and capture

the crooks. Jane Withers, George Ernest,
leen Whelan.
Director: James Tinling.

Ar-

Charlie Chan in Honolulu. .928. . (65)
Jan. 13
Mystery. While at home
in Hawaii, awaiting
the birth of his first grandchild, Chan solves a
murder committed on a tramp steamer. Sidney
Toler, Phyllis
berstone.

Brooks.

Director:

H.

Bruce

Hum-

Charlie Chan in Reno. .948. . (71)
June 16
Mystery Drama.
Charlie Chan finds the solution of a murder by the elimination process difficult because of dislike for the victim by so
many
individuals. Sidney Toler, Ricardo Cortez, Phyllis Brooks. Director: Norman
Foster.
Chasing Danger. .941. . (60)
May 5
Action Drama.
Second of the “Camera
Daredevil” series, in which two newsreel cameramen
are thrown on the track of gun runners supplying an Arabian leader with ammunition
for
an uprising. Preston Foster, Wally
Vernon,
Lynn Bari. Director: Ricardo Cortez.
Down
on the Farm. .920. . (61)
Dec. 16
Comedy Drama.
The Jones Family vacations on
a farm, and Pa Jones la forced to make
good

104

Jones Family in Hollywood, The. .946. . (60) June 2
Comedy
Drama.
The family of Pa Jones tags
along when he goes to Hollywood as a delegate
to the American Legion convention, and are bitten by the motion picture bug.
Jed Prouty,
Spring colmByington,
St. Clair.

Shirley

Kentucky. .923. . (95) ©
Action Drama.
Family

Deane.

feuding,

Director:

ON

two lovers apart, is forgotten when
the girl’s
horse wins the Kentucky Derby. Loretta Young,
Richard
Greene, Ralph Morgan.
Director: David
Butler.

Submarine

Mr. Moto on Danger Island. .937 .. (64)
Apr. 7
Melodrama.
Mr. Moto is called upon by a diamond syndicate to run down a gang of clever
gem
smugglers.
Peter Lorre, Jean Hersholt,
Warren Hymer.
Director: Herbert 1. Leeds.

fighter. Lynn
Bari, June
Gale, Guinn
Williams, Michael Whalen.
Director: H. Bruce
Humberstone.
Return of the Cisco Kid, The. .940. . (71) . .Apr. 28
Outdoor Drama.
The Cisco Kid bucks the boss
of the countryside to help a girl recover the
deed to her ranch. Warner Baxter, Lynn Bari,
Cesar Romero, Henry Hull. Director: Herbert
I. Leeds.
Road Demon. .918. . (70)
Dec. 2
Action Drama.
Racketeers responsible for the
killing of an Indianapolis racetrack driver try
similar treatment on his son, but are outwitat
Rose

ted by a truckdriver who takes the boy’s place
the wheel. Henry Arthur, Joan Valerie, Henry Armetta, Tom
Beck. Director: Otto Brower.
of

Washington

Square.

.942. . (86) . . . .May

12

Musical.

The songs of yesteryear are highlighted in this story of a
burlesque showgirl
who turns down a theatrical contract to marry
a confidence man.
Alice Faye, Tyrone Power,
A1
Director: Roy
Del
Ruth.Jolson, Marie Wilson.

Jan. 20
Smiling Along. .933. . (85)
Musical Comedy. The adventures of a troupe of
musical comedy artists which goes on its own
when the manager
tries to chisel on a benefit
show. Gracie Fields, Roger Livesey, Mary Maguire. Director: Monty Banks.

.909. . (95)

Nov.

Tail Spin. .925. . (83)
Action Drama. A saga of pulchritudinous
fliers who
risk their lives in speed

25

Feb. 10
women
planes,

competing for honors in airway races. Alice
Faye, Constance Bennett, Nancy Kelly. Director:
Roy

Del

Thanks

for

Ruth.
Everything.

.917. . (70)

Comedy
with Music. The
ing agency tries to make
out of a young man
who

Dec.

23

head of an advertisa human
guinea pig
comes to eollect the

$25,000 prize he won from the agency in a national contest. Adolphe Menjou, Jack Oakie,
Jack Haley, Arleen Whelan.
Director: William
A. Selter.
Three Musketeers, The. .927. . (72)
Romantic
Comedy
Drama.
A musical

Feb. 17
comedy

version of Alexander Dumas’ novel of the love
of a swashbuckling adventurer for a lady-inwaiting.
Don
Ameche,
Ritz Bros., Binnie
Barnes, Gloria Stuart. Director: Allan Dwan.
Up

the River.. 924.. (75)
Comedy. A farce directed

at

Dec. 9
teams of

football

penal institutions. Preston Foster, Tony Martin, Phyllis Brooks. Director: Alfred Worker.
While New
York Sleeps. .934. . (61)
Mar. 10
Action Drama.
A newspaper man, who meets
a
night-club hostess through a
strange ad,
saves her from being killed by the owner of
the club who feared her disclosure of a murder
to

which she had been an eye-witness. Michael Whalen,
JeanCortez.
Rogers, Douglas Fowley. Director: Ricardo

Wife, Husband
and Friend. .930. . (75)
Comedy. A business man
with a wife

Mar. 3
aspiring

to

operatic ambitions, takes voice lessons himself to wean her away from the idea. Loretta
Young, Warner
Baxter, Binnie Barnes, Cesar
Romero.
Director: Gregory Ratoff.
Take

All. .939. . (61)

Apr.

21

Comedy
Drama.
A crooked promoter makes
a
boxing sensation out of a cowboy by fixing his
fights for him, but it took a girl to turn him
into a real fighter. Tony Martin, Gloria Stuart,
Brower.
Henry
Armetta,
Young

Mr.

Robert

Lincoln.

Allen.

Director:

.947. . (191)

Otto

June

9

Historical Drama.
A portrait of Lincoln’s earlier years as a rail-splitter, humorist, pie-eating
contestant, and his experiences as a
lawyer.
Alice
Fonda,
rector: John Ford.

Henry

Mr. Moto’s Last Warning. .926. . (71)
Jan. 20
Melodrama.
Moto masquerades as an Oriental
shopkeeper to trap a renegade who tries to blow
up the French fleet as It enters Port Said, thus
averting a
world war.
Peter Lorre, Ricardo
Cortez, Virginia Field. Director: Norman
Foster.
Pardon
Our Nerve. .931. .(68)
Feb. 24
Comedy
Drama.
Two
girls, jobless and broke,
find adventure and profit in managing
a prize

Patrol.

Action Drama. A rich man’s son, working at the
Brooklyn Navy
Yard, falls in love with the
daughter of a munitions freighter skipper, who
objects to the boy. But they win him over
when
they sink an enemy
U-Boat.
Richard
Greene, Nancy
Kelly, George Bancroft. Director: John Ford.

Winner
Little Princess. .932. . (93) ©
Mar. 17
Comedy
with Music. Little Shirley is treated
like a princess until her father is reported killed
in the Boer War.
She doubts the reports and
runs away from school in search of her father.
Shirley Temple, Richard Greene, Anita Louise,
Arthur Treacher. Director: Walter Lang.

RELEASES

Story of Alexander Graham
Bell, The
..938. (97)
Apr. 14
Epic Drama.
The story of a great love that was
responsible for one of the greatest inventions
of all mankind.
Don Ameche,
Loretta Young,
Henry Fonda. Director: Irving Cummings.

Mal-

Dec. 30
which
keeps

CURRENT

Brady,

Arleen

Whelan.

Di-

United Artists
Captain Fury (90)
May 26
Action Drama.
An exiled Irelander breaks the
rule of a tyrant and saves the land holdings of
the Austrian Colonists. Brian Aherne, Victor
George
tor: Hal Roach.
McLaglen,

Zucco,

June

Lang.

Direc-

Dec. 29
of West Point, The.. (105)
An arrogant cadet proves to his clas»Drama.
men his unselfishness when he takes the blame
for an infraction of rules to save a friend. Louis
Brown. Director:
Hayward, Joan Fontaine, Tom
Alfred E. Green.

Duke

Feb. 17
the Turf. . (87)
Drama.
After years of bad breaks, a
because
back
former race track biggie comes
he later
of his interest in a young jockey, whom
learns is his son. For his son’s sake, he tries
to throw the race, but the boy “double crosses”
him and wins the big handicap. Adolphe Menjou. Roger Daniel, Dolores Costello, Walter
Abel. Director: Alfred Green.

King of
Action

Made
for Each Other.. (85)
Feb. 10
Comedy
Drama.
The story revolves around the
love, trials and
tribulations of a
couple of
newlyweds.
Carole Lombard,
James
Stewart.
Director: John Cromwell.
Man in the Iron Mask, The..(..)
Adventure.
Louis XIV
of France

June 15
orders his

twin

brother locked in an iron mask and executed. The latter is saved by friends, and the

King

falls victim to his own plot. Louis HayJoanWhale.
Bennett, Warren
William.
Director:ward,
James

BOXOFFICE

June

17, 1939

THE

Prison

Without

COMPLETE

Bars..

CHECK-UP

(79)

Mar.

15

Drama.
The new superintendent of a women’s
prison in France introduces more humane
methods of penology, but loses her lover to an inmate she had
befriended. Corinne Luchaire,
Edna

Best, Sally Wisher, Barry
rector: Brian Desmond
Hurst.

Barnes.

Di-

Stagecoach. . (92)
Mar. 3
Outdoor Drama.
Portrays the harrowing events
that transpire during a
stagecoach journey.
Claire Trevor, John Wayne, Andy Devine. Director: John Ford.
Topper Takes a Trip.. (78)
Comedy
Fantasy.
Continues

the

Jan.
adventures

12
of

Topper and his spiritual ghost. Topper’s wife
seeks a divorce because of "another woman”
who turns out to be a ghost. Constance Bennett, Roland Young, Billie Burke.
Director:
Norman
Z. McLeod.
Trade Winds.. (94)
Action Drama.
A
private detective
girl around
the globe as a
murder

Bee. 22
trails a
suspect,

brings her back and proves hex innocent. Fredric March, Joan Bennett, Ralph Bellamy, Ann
Sothern. Director: Tay Garnett.
Wuthering Heights. . (103) Q
Apr. 7
Drama.
From
Emile Bronte's novel of a lovecrazed man whose unrelenting hatred in his revenge against a lost love, warped the lives of
those around him. Merle Oberon, Laurence Olivier. Director: William Wyler.
Zenobia. .(71)
Apr. 21
Comedy.
A
village doctor treats a
sick elephant, who develops a strong affection for her
benefactor and
becomes
a
6,000-pound pest.
Oliver Hardy, Harry Langdon.
Director: Gordon Douglas.

Big Town
Czar. .3018. . (66)
Apr. 21
Action Drama.
A
big shot gangster makes
a
strong impression on his younger brother, who
leaves school to join his gang. But tragedy
soon takes the place of glamour. Barton MacLane, Tom
Brown, Eve Arden.
Director: Arthur Lubin.
of

the

Streets.

.3019.

. (70)

Apr.

14

Action Drama.
"The Little Tough Guys” come
to the rescue of an innocent man, doomed to die.
Harry
Tough

CURRENT

RELEASES

Lady in the Morgue, The. .2027. . (70)
Apr. 22
Mystery Drama.
A Crime Club mystery wherein the body or a murdered
woman
disappears
from the morgue. Preston Foster, Frank Jenks,
Rowland
Drew. Patricia Ellis. Director; Otis
Garrett.
Last Warning, The. .3027. . (63)
Jan. 6
Mystery Melodrama.
One of the Crime Club
series, in which Detective Crane is called in to
track down the "Eye,” a mysterious extortionist.
Preston Foster, Frank
Jenks, Joyce Compton.
Director: A1 Rogell.
Little Tough Guys In Society . .3011. . (70) . .Nov. 25
Drama.
The
family physician for a
wealthy
family prescribes as a cure for their spoiled and
sullen child, his association with poor boys from
the East Side of New
York.
Jackie Searl,
Mary Boland, Mischa Auer, Little Tough Guys.
Director: Erie Kenton.
Mystery of the White Room. .3037. . (58) .. .Mar. 17
Melodrama.
Mystery stalks through hospital
corridors when the head surgeon is killed while
performing an operation. Bruce Cabot, Helen
Mack, Joan Woodbury.
Director: Otis Garrett.
Newsboys’ Home. .3015. . (73)
Dec. 23
Action Drama.
A newsboy helps his boss win
a circulation war against an opposition paper,
and helps the editor win the girl he loves.
Jackie Cooper, Edmund
Lowe, Wendy
Barrie.
Director: Harold Young.
l’irates of the Skies'. . 3033 .. (61)
Feb. 3
Action Drama.
A daredevil transport flier joins
the State Air Force and uncovers a
gang of
crooks who have been transporting their stolen
loot by plane. Kent Taylor, Rochelle Hudson,
Lucien Littlefield. Director: Joe McDonough.
Risky Business. .3029. . (78)
Mar. 3
Melodrama.
A hard-boiled newspaper columnist
interests himself in the news angle behind the
abduction of a movie financier’s daughter, but
loses his life to save the girl. George Murphy,
Dorothea
Kent,
Eduardo
Ciannelli, Frances
Robinson.
Director: Arthur Lubin.

Universal

Code

ON

'Teatutei

Carey, Frankie Thomas, Paul Fix,
Guys." Director: Harold Young.

Secrets of a Nurse. .3022. . (69)
Dec. §
Action Drama.
A criminal lawyer sacrifices his
reputation to save his rival, a
young
boxer,
who
has been framed
in the killing of his
manager.
Edmund
Lowe,
Helen
Mack,
Dick
Foran. Director: Arthur Lubin.
Society Smugglers (formerly Key Woman)
3024.. (70)
Feb. 24
Drama.
A member
of the Treasury Department
trails

a gang of
ating as luggage
ter, Irene Hervey.

"Little

East Side of Heaven. .3006. . (88)
Apr. 7
Comedy With Music. A singing cab driver helps
a mother by watching her child, but gets involved in a city-wide kidnap hunt. Bing Crosby,
Joan Blondell, Mischa Auer, Sandy.
Director:
David Butler.

Son

Ex-Champ. .3010. . (72)
May 19
Action Drama.
A
retired ex-champ
loses his
job as doorman, and takes on the training of a
young lad who
wins the coveted belt and the

Spirit of Culver. .3014. . (90)
Mar. 10
Drama.
A
war orphan in a military school is
embittered over the belief his father was killed
in action in the World
War.
Jackie Cooper,
Freddie Bartholomew, Henry Hull, Andy Devine.
Director: Joseph Santley.

ex-champ’s daughter.
Victor McLaglen,
Grey, Tom
Brown.
Director: Phil Rosen.

Nan

of

international smugglers opermanufacturers.
Preston FosDirector: Joe May.

Frankenstein . .3004. . (94)

Jan.

13

Horror Drama.
A
scientist’s son sets out to
redeem
his father’s name
and
succeeds in
destroying the monster.
Basil Rathbone, Boris
Karloff, Bela Lugosi. Director: Rowland
V.
Lee.

Strange Faces. .3035. . (66)
Dec, 2
Action Drama.
A gangster, murdering an honest
citizen whom
he resembles. Is nipped by two

For Love or Money .. 3030 .. (66)
Apr. 28
Comedy
Drama.
Two employes, entrusted with
$50,000, lose the money, and their boss gives
them 36 hours to produce. June Lang, Robert
Kent, Edward
Brophy.
Director: Albert S.
Rogell.

Sun Never Sets, The.. (94)
June 9
Drama.
Two brothers in the British civil service find themselves faced with an international crisis that might rock the entire world
if their heroic efforts fail. Douglas Fairbanks

Ship. .3023. . (60)
Drama.
A
young

girl

takes

Jan. 20
over the

operation of her father’s gambling vessel when
he is murdered by a notorious rival. Romance
blooms when
a
G-Man
comes
to the rescue.
Robert
Wilcox. Helen
Mack,
Irving PlcheL.
Director: Aubrey Scotto.
Ghost Town Riders. .3054. . (54)
Dec. 16
Western. A
gang of crooks try to steal the
claim on mining property owned by a girl, but
the heio wipes them
out in a gunflght. Bob
Baker, Fay Shannon.
Director: George Waggner.
Honor of the West. .3055. . (58)
Jan. 13
Western. A sheriff resigns rather than arrest
his pal whom
he knows
is guilty of cattle
rustling, but he captures the gang after his
friend is killed. Bob
Baker, Marjorie Bell,
Carleton Young.
Director: George Waggner.
Inside Information. . (62)
June 2
Action Drama.
A
rookie cop uses scientific
methods to capture jewel robbers. June Lang,
Dick

Foran, Harry Carey,
tor: Charles Lament.

POXOFFICE

:: June

Mary

17, 1939

Carlisle.

Direc-

Rosella Towne, William Gargan,
son. Director: Terry Morse.

reporters in his attempt to marry
the town’s
rich heiress. Frank Jenks, Leon Ames, Dorothea Kent. Director: Errol Taggart.

jr., Basil Rathbone,
Barbara
Atwill. Director: Rowland
Lee.

O'Neil,

Lionel

Swing, Sister, Swing. .3021. . (69)
Dec. 16
Musical. A high-powered press-agent brings a
group of hometown
swing artists to New
York
to present their new
dance, "The
Baltimore
Bubble.” Ken
Murray, Johnny
Downs,
Eddie
Quillan. Director: Joseph Santley.
They Asked for It. .3040. . (61)
May 26
Action Drama.
A small town newspaper, trying to capitalize on sensational news, points to
the death of a farmer as murder, and gradually
uncovers enough evidence to prove it was real
murder.
William Lundigan, Joy Hodges, Michael Whalen. Director: Frank
McDonald.
Three Smart Girls Grow Up. .3001. . (87) .. .Mar. 24
Comedy
With Music. Sequel to its predecessor,
"Three Smart
Girls,” in which
complications
and misunderstandings arise when
one sister
becomes engaged.
Deanna
Durbin, Nan
Grey,
Helen Parrish. Director: Henry Koster.
You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man. .3005. . (76) ..Feb. 17
Comedy.
Gags and guffaws against a
circus
background. W. C. Fields, Edgar Bergen, Charlie
McCarthy.
Director: George Marshall.

James

Stephen-

Dawn
Patrol . . 303 . . (103)
Dec. 24
Action Drama.
The lives of two British fliers
on the western front during the World
War.
Errol Flynn, Basil Rathbone.
Director: Edmund
Goulding.
Devil’s Island . . 313 . . (62)
Jan. 7
Action Drama.
A famous surgeon, unjustly sentenced to the infamous Island, heads an escape
party, which ironically is picked up by a ship
bound for the colony. Boris Karloff, Nedda
Harrigan,
James
liam Clemens.

Stephenson.

Director:

Wil-

Dodge City .. 304 ..( 104) ©
Apr. 8
Outdoor Drama.
A spectacle of the west back
in ’72 when
the railroad reached Southwest
Kansas and the steers out of Texas made that
outpost town
a
roaring beehive of activity.
Errol Flynn, Olivia De
Havilland.
Director:
Michael Curtiz.
Juarez. .301. . (127)
Historical Drama.

An

Indian

June 10
becomes

boy

Mexico’s liberator in its fight for Democracy
in 18 64. Paul Muni, Bette Davis, Brian Aherne.
Director: William Dieterle.
King

of

the

Underworld.

.317. . (69)

Jan.

28

Melodrama.
A woman
doctor avenges the murder of her husband by temporarily blinding a
mob
of gangsters, thus aiding the police in
their capture. Humphrey
Bogart, Kay Francis,
James Stephenson. Director: Lewis Seiler.
Nancy Drew, Trouble Shooter. .324. . (69) . .June 17
Drama.
Nancy does some more detectifying in
her own way to save an innocent man from the
electric chair.
Bonita
Granville, Frankie
Thomas,
Off

the

John

Litel.

Record

Director:

(formerly

Unfit

William
to

Clemons.

Print)

314.. (68)
Jan. 21
Drama.
A
girl reporter marries a newspaperman so they can care for a youngster who has
been made the tool of a gambling ring. Through
the boy they find the leader. Joan Blondell,
Pat O’Brien,
Flood.

Bobby

Jordan.

Director:

James

Oklahoma
Kid. .308. . (80)
Mar. 11
Outdoor Drama. A notorious outlaw avenges the
murder of his father and brother, at the same
time ridding a pioneer town from the rule of
the gambler responsible for the murders. James
Cagney, rector:
Humphrey
Lloyd Bacon. Bogart,
On

Family Next Door.. (63)
Mar. 31
Comedy.
A couple spend their savings to buy
land and are about to lose their investment
when they discover rich mineral deposits in the
soil. Hugh Herbert, Ruth Donnelly, Joy Hodges.
Director: Joseph Santley.

Gambling
Action

Warner Bros.
Adventures of Jane Arden. .321. . (58)
Mar. 18
Action Drama.
From
the newspaper
comic
strip cartoon, detailing the adventures of the
feminine star reporter, who is assigned to trace
down
the mysterious killing of a society girl.

Trial.

Rosemary

.323. . (62)

Melodrama.
A
play, in which

Lane.

Di-

Apr.

murder,

refuses to lift a finger in his own
fense. His wife disappears but turns up at
moment
to convince the jury that

right

1

dramatization of Elmer
Rice’s
the main character, on trial for
dethe
her

husband’s act was justified. John Litel, Margaret Lindsay, James
Stephenson.
Director:
Terry Morse.
Secret

Service

of

the

Air. .320. . (61)

Mar.

4

Action

Drama.
Based on the federal government’s activities in rounding up a ring of crooks
smuggling aliens into the country across the
Mexican border. Ronald Reagan, Ila Rhodes.
Director: Noel Smith.

Sisters, The. .302. . (99)
Oct. 15
Drama.
Portrays the lives and loves of three
sisters and the type ot man
each one marries.
Bette Davis,
Errol
Flynn, Anita Louise. Director: Anatole
Lltvak.
They

Made

Me

a

Criminal.

.307. . (89)

Jan.

13

Comedy
Drama.
The social reform of a hardboiled fighter who, thinking himself guilty of
murder, hides out on an Arizona fruit ranch.
John
Garfield, Claude
Rains, Ann
Sheridan,
Dead End Kids. Director: Busby Berkeley.
Torchy

Runs

for

Mayor.

.322. . (60)

May

13

Comedy
Drama.
When
Torchy’s paper refuses
to print an expose of crooked city politics, she
decides a new mayor is necessary and through
the
the
Wings

perpetration of a
practical joke becomes
winning candidate. Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane. Director: Ray McCarey.
of

the

Navy.

.309. . (89)

Feb.

11

Action
A pilot,
his abrother’s
success Drama.
in the naval
air jealous
service,of sets
record
of his own. George Brent, Olivia de Havilland,
John Payne. Director: Lloyd Bacon.
Women
in the Wind.
Action Drama.
An
for an operation on

.316. . (65)
Apr. 15
aviatrix, in need of money
her crippled brother, enters

the women’s air derby, and ends up a la “Wrong
Way”
Corrigan. Kay Francis, William Gargan,
Victor Jory. Director: John Farrow.
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Across the Plains (Mono) June 3
Adventures of Jane Arden
(WB)
Feb. 18
Alexander Nevsky (Amk)
Apr. 15
Ali Baba Goes to Town
(20th-Fox)
Oct. 30
Almost a Gentleman (RKO)
Mar. 11
Angels With Dirty Faces (FN)
Oct. 29
Arizona Legion (RKO)
Jan. 14
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox) Nov 12
Arrest Bulldog Drummond
(Para)
Nov. 26
Artists and Models Abroad
(Para) Nov. 5
Asking for Trouble (GB)
Awful Truth (Col) reissue
B
Back Door to Heaven
(Para)
Beachcomber, The (Para) Bee.
Beauty for the Asking (RKO)
Jan. 28

3

Big Fella (Retlaw) Feb. 18
Big Town Czar (Univ) Apr. 22
Bizarre, Bizarre (Lenauer) Apr.

15

Blackwell’s Island (FN) Mar. 4
Blazing coxes (WB)
Blind Alley (Col) Apr. 29
Blondie (Col) Nov. 5
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Mar. 4
Blue Montana Skies (Rep) May 6
Bouquets From Nicholas (Walch)
Mar. 11

Bulldog Drummond’s
(Para) Apr. 8
Up

Secret

O’Connor

Who

in

Know

Society

(Para)

Police

(M-G-M)

Feb.

(20th-Fox) Dec. 24
Charlie Chan
in Reno
June 3

a

11
22

28
25
15

G
Gambling Ship (Univ) Dec.
Gang Bullets (Mono) Dec.

24
10

Gang’s All Here, The (Asso.-Britlsh)
Apr. Town
29
Ghost
Riders (Univ)
Girl and the Gambler(RKO),
June 10
Girl Downstairs (M-G-M)
Dec. 31
Girl From Mexico (RKO)
May 20
Going Places (FN) Dec. 24
Gorilla, The (20th-Fox) May 27
Gracie Allen Murder Case (Para)
May 13
Grand Jury Secrets (Para) May 20
Grand Illusion (World)
Great Citizen, The (Amk)
Jan. 28
Great Man
Votes (RKO)
Jan. 14
Gunga Din (RKO)
Feb. 4

(M-G-M)

29

(20th-Fox)
7
17

Feb.

18

(M-G-M)

Jesse James (20th-Fox) Jan.
Jones Family in Hollywood
(20th-Fox) May 27
Juarez (WB)
Apr. 29

21

E
Ivid

From

Texas,

The

Kreutzer

Mar. 11
Dec. 24

Sonata,

(M-G-M)

The

(SR)

11

Dec.

31

L

Devil’s Island (WB)
Jan. 7
Disbarred (Para) Jan. 14
Dodge City (WB)
Apr. 8
Double Crime in the Maginot Line
(Tower) Apr. 29
Down
on the Farm
(20th-Fox),
Oct. 15
Down
the Wyoming
Trail (Mono)
Drifting Westward
(Mono) Mar. 25
Dramatic School (M-G-M), Dec. 10
Duke of West Point (UA) Dec. 24

E
Apr.

Dec.

15

3

F
Family Next Door, The (Univ)
Apr. 8
Fast and Loose (M-G-M)
Feb. 18
Father O’Flynn (SR) Jan. 21
Federal Man-Hunt
(Rep) Jan. 14
Feud of the Range (SR)
Fighting Thoroughbreds (Rep)
Jan. 21
First Offenders (Col) Mar. 11
Fisherman's Wharf
(RKO)
Feb. 4
Fixer Dugan (RKO)
Apr. 29
Flirting With Fate (M-G-M), Dec. 3
Flying Irishman, The (RKO)

Lady and
Mar. 11

the

Mob,

The

Let Freedom King (M-G-M)
Let Us Live (Col) Feb. 18
Little Orphan Annie (Para),
Little Pal (Mono)

1

25

Dec.

3

6

Apr. 15
Man in the Iron Mask (UA)
Man of Conquest (Rep) Apr. 15
Man Who
Dared (FN) Apr. 8
Man With the Gun (Amk)
Feb. 18
Manhattan
Shakedown
(Warwick)

or

Distributor.

Following

Title

All
is

Pictures

Issue

6f

Listed
Review.

Spirit of Culver (Univ) Mar.
Stagecoach (UA) Feb. 11

4

Stand Up (UA)
and Fight
Stand-In
Oct. 9 (M-G-M)

Jan.

Mothers of Today (Apex), Mar.
Mr. Moto on Danger Island

25

Sept.
24
Star
of Midnight
(RKO) reissue
Star Reporter (Mono) Feb. 25
St. Louis Blues (Para) Jan. 28
Stolen Life (Para) Apr. 29

(20th-Fox) Mar. 18
Mr. Moto’s East Warning
(20thFox) Dec. 24
Mutiny on the Elsinore (Regal)
Feb. 25
My Son Is a Criminal
Mystery of Mr. Wong
Mar. 18

(Col) Mar.
(Mono)

Mystery

Room

of the

Apr. 1
Mystery Plane

White
(Mono)

18

Mar.

4

Oklahoma
Kid (WB)
Mar. 18
Old Curiosity Shop (SR) Dec. 24
On Trial (WB)
Mar. 25
Only Angels Have Wings
(Col)
May
20

Walls

17
29

P
31

(Para)

(M-G-M)

Dec.

Apr.
Apr.

29
15

1
Trail

(Para)

Oct.

5

29

Sweepstakes Winner (FN) Apr. 22
Sweethearts (M-G-M)
Dec. 24
Swing, Sister, Swing (Univ) Dec. 17

T

Dec. 10
There’s That
Dec. 17
They Asked
They
Mar.Made
25

Woman

Again

(Col)

for It (Univ)
Her a Spy (RKO)

Dec.

10

10

a

Criminal

Musketeers
(20th-Fox)
of
a Kind (Inv)
Smart

Girls

Grow

11

20

Thundering West (Col) Apr. 15
Tiger Hunt (World) Apr. 29
Tom
Sawyer, Detective (Para)
Dec. 24
Topper
Torchy

Takes
Blanc

a Trip (UA)
in Chinatown

Jan. 7
(FN)

Torchy Runs for Mayor (WB)
Tough Kid (Mono) Jan. 14
Trade Winds (UA) Dec. 31

Apr.

1

Trapped by G-Men
(Col) reviewed
under title (River of Missing Men)
Sept. 11
Trapped in the Sky (Col) Feb. 18
Trigger Pals (GN) Jan. 21
Trigger Smith (Mono) May 13
Trouble in Sundown
(RKO)
Mar. 11
Twelve Crowded Hours (RKO)
Feb. 18
Two Sisters (SR) Dec. 24

Up
25

the

Wanted

Kiver
by

w

(20th-Fox)

Scotland

Western
Apr. 29 Caravans
Western Jamboree

(SR) Dec. 31
The (RKO)

While

18
in French (Para) Nov. 26
for Husbands
(SR) Jan. 28
Service of the Air (WB)
11
of a Nurse (Univ) Nov. 19
25

Should a Girl Marry? (Mono)
Silver on the Sage (Para) Feb. 18
Singing Cowgirl (GN) June 3
Sisters, The (WB)
Oct. 8
Six-Gun Rhythm
(GN) Feb. 18
6,000 Enemies (M-G-M)
June 3
Smashing the Spy King (Col) Jan. 28
Smiling Along (20th-Fox) Dec. 17
Smoky
Trails (SR)
Society Lawyer (M-G-M)
Apr. 1
Society Smugglers (Univ) Mar. 11
Some Like It Hot (Para) May 13
Son of Frankenstein (Univ) Jan. 21
Song of the Buckaroo (Mono) Jan. 14
Sorority House (RKO)
Apr. 22
S. O. S. Tidal Wave
(Rep) June 3
Southward, Ho! (Rep)
Soviet Border (Amk)
Mar. 4
Special Inspector (SR) May
6
Spoilers of the Range (Col) June

Feb.

Up

u

4

Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Mar.
Shine On, Harvest Moon
(Rep)
May 27

(WB)

Undercover Agent (Mono)
Undercover Doctor (Para) May
Under Suspicion (Col; Nov. 27
Union Pacific (Para) May 6
Unmarried
(Para) May
27

Apr. 29
Rookie Cop (RKO) Apr. 29
Rose of Washington Square
(20th-Fox) May 13
Rough Riders Roundup (Rep) Mar.
Rough Riding Rhythm
(Conn)
Feb.

Me

Three
Texas
(Rep)
(Univ)
Mar.Steers
26
Three Waltzes (SR) May
24

R

(SR)

Apr.
Sunset

Three

Racketeers of the Range
(RKO)
May 20
Rangle River (SR) May 20
Red River Range (Rep) Apr. 29
Return of the Cisco Kid, The
(20th-Fox) Apr. 29
Ride a Crooked Mile (Para) Dec.
Ride ’Em Cowgirl (GN) Jan. 28
Rio Grande (Col) Apr. 8

Cicada

The

Submarine Patrol (20th-Fox) Nov.
Sudden Money (Para) Mar. 25
Sun Never Sets (Univ) June 10
Sundown
on the Prairie (Mono)

Three
Three

Peck’s Bad Boy With the Circus
(RKO)
Nov. 26
Persons in Hiding (Para) Jan. 28
Pirates of the Skies (Univ)
Pride of the Navy (Rep) Jan. 28
Prison Without Bars (UA) Feb. 25
Puritan, The (Lenauer) Mar. 25
Pygmalion

Meade,

Sept. 24
Street of Missing Men (Rep)
Streets of New York (Mono)

They
Jan. Made
7
Deo.

Panama
Patrol (GN) Feb. 25
Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox)
Nov. 19
Honeymoon

Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox) Apr. 8
Story of Vernon and Irene Castle

(Col)

Pacific Liner (RKO)
Pagliacci (GB)
Panama
Lady (RKO)

Paris

7

(Mono)

Toil Spin (20th-Fox) Feb. 4
Tarzan Finds a Son! (M-G-M) June 3
Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
May 20
Terror of Tiny Town
(Col) July 30
Texas Stampede (Col)
Thanks for Everything (RKO)

Orage (SR) Dec. 24
Orphans of the Pecos (Vic)
Orphans of the Streets (Rep) Dec.
Outlaws’ Paradise (Victory) Apr.
OutNov.
West26 With Hardys (M-G-M)
These

Texas

(Col) Oct. 29
Strange Faces (Univ) Dec. 10
Stranger From
Arizona (Col)

Nancy Drew, Reporter (FN) Jan. 28
Nancy Drew, Trouble Shooter (WB)
Navy Secrets (Mono) Feb. 18
Neighbors (SR) Dec. 24
Never Say Die (Para) Mar. 11
Newsboys Home
(Univ) Jan. 28
Next Time I Marry (RKO)
Dec. 10
Night Riders (Rep) Apr. 8
North of Shanghai (Col) Mar. 11
North of the Yukon (Col)

Outside

Over

Strange
(RKO) Case
Mar. of18 Dr.

(Uulv)

N

27

Feb.

Made for Each Other (UA) Feb. 11
Mainele (SR) Jan. 21
Man and His Wife, A (French Films)

22

Date

Starlight

Feb.
Say It
School
Secret
Feb.
Secrets

28

Apr.

Producer

29

Sacrifice D’Honneur
Saint Strikes Back,

Lone Wolf Spy Hunt (Col) Jan.
Long Shot (GN) Dec. 31
Lost Horizon (Col) reissue
Lost Patrol (RKO)
reissue
Love Affair (RKO)
Mar. 11

M

the

Headings.

Apr.

23

25

May

Recall

s

Little Princess (20th-Fox) Feb.
Little Tough Guys in Society
(Univ) Nov. 26
Lone Star Pioneers (Col)

(M-G-M)

Not

Company

Marseillaise (World)
Marusia (SR) Dec. 31
Mexicali Rose (Rep) Apr.

Sable

Apr. 15
Last Warning
(Univ) Dec. 10
Law Comes to Texas (Col) May

Night

Do

(Col)

Lady in the Morgue (Univ) Oct.
Lady’s From
Kentucky
(Para)

Lucky

but

Proper

Risky Business (Univ) Mar. 11
Road Demon
(20th-Fox) Aug. 27
Rollin’ Westward
(Mono) Apr. 1
Romance
of the Redwoods
(Col)

Apr. 8
King of Chinatown (Para) Mar.
King of the Turf (UA) Feb. 18
King of the Underworld (WB)
Jan. 14

D

Everybody’s Baby (20th-Fox)
Exile Express (GN) Feb. 18
Ex-Champ
(Univ) May
20

World

I
17
25

Convict’s Code (Mono) Feb. 18
Crashing Through (GN)
Crisis (Kline) Mar. 25
Crossroads (SR) Dec. 31
Curtain Rises, The (Frank Kassler)
Apr. 29

East Side of Heaven (Univ)
Easy Mouey
(inv)
Everybody Dance (GB)

I Am
a Criminal (Mono), Dec. 3
I Was a Convict (Rep) Feb. 25
Ice Follies of 1939 (M-G-M)
Feb. 18
Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
Illegal Traffic (Para) Nov. 5
I’m Rom
Missouri (Para) Mar. 25
Indiscretions (SR) May 20
In Old Montana
(Spectrum) Apr. 8
Inside Information (Univ) June 10
Inside Story (20th-Fox) Oct. 22
Inspector Hornleigh (20th-Fox)
Apr. 22
Invitation to Happiness (Para)
May
20
It’s
a Wonderful
May
13

the

O

Hardys Ride High, The (M-G-M)
Hatred
(World)
Heart of the North (FN), Dec. 17
Heritage of the Desert (Para)
Mar. 25
Heroes of the Marne (SR) May 6
Home
on the Prairie (Rep) Feb. 18
Homicide Bureau (Col) Feb. 11
Honolulu (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
Hotel Imperial (Para) Apr. 22
Hound
of the BaskerviUes, The
(20th-Fox) Apr. 1
Housemaster
(Alliance) Apr. 15
Finn

Picture,

Midnight (Para) Mar. 11
Missing Daughters (Col)
Mountain Rhythm
(Rep)

Four Girls in White (M-G-M) Jan
400,000,000, The (Garrison) Mar.
Friends (SR) Jan. 21
Frontier Pony Express (Rep) Apr.
P'rontier Scout (GN) Sept. 17
Frontiersman (Para) Nov. 26

Huckleberry

11

Chasing Danger
(20th-Fox) Jan.
Christmas Carol, A (M-G-M), Dec.
Clouds Over Europe (Col) June 10
Code of the Secret Service (FN)
May 13
Code of the Streets (Univ) Jan. 28
Come
On, Rangers (Rep) Dec. 3
Comet Over Broadway
(FN), Dec.
Concentration Camp
(Amk)
Mar.
Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN)
Apr. 29

Victory (FN)
Patrol (WB)

of

Under

I

Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Apr.
California Frontier (Col) Dec. 24
Captain Fury (UA) May 13
Champs-Elysees
(Tri-National)
Feb. 25
Charlie Chan
in Honolulu

Dark
Dawn

Title

Order

Foolish Virgin (SR) Jan. 21
For Love or Money
(Univ) Apr.
Forbidden Music (SR) Jan. 14
Forged Passport (Rep) Feb. 11
40 Little Mothers (SR) Dec. 31

c
Cafe

the

Alphabetical

H

Boy Friend (20th-Fox) May 13
Boy Slaves (RKO)
Jan 21
Boys Reformatory
(Mono) May
6
Boy Trouble (Para) Feb. 4
Bridal Suite (M-G-M)
May 27
Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Apr. 8
Bronze Buckaroo (SR) Jan. 21

Burn ’Em
Jan. 14

INDEX

Mar.

A

Index of Feature Releases

Exhibitors

10

New

27

Nov.

Yard

12

(Mono)

(Col)
(Rep)

York

Sleeps

Dec.

24

(20th-Fox)

Oct. 22
Whispering Enemies (Col) Jan. 7
Wife, Husband
and Friend
(20th-Fox) Feb. 18
Wild Horse Canyon (Mono) Jan. 7
Will of the People (SR) Mar. 4
Winner Take All (20th-Fox) Feb. 25
Wings of the Navy (WB) Jan. 21
With a Smile (Malmar) Feb. 18
Within the Law
(M-G-M)
Mar. 18
Without a Home
(Foreign Cinema
Arts) Apr. 15
Wolf Call (Mono) May 27
Woman
Doctor (Rep) Feb. 4
Women
in the Wind (WB) Feb. 4
Wuthering Heights (UA) Apr. 1

Y

Yes, My Darling Daughter (FN)
Feb. 11
You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man
(Univ)
You
Can’tFeb.
Get26 Away
(FN) Jan. 28
Young
Lincoln
June Mr.
10
Youth

Takes

a

With

Murder

(20th-Fox)

z

Fling

(Univ)

Zenobin (UA) Mar. 18
Zero Hour, The (Rep)

May

Oct.

27

1

SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT,

Classified Ads
GENERAL

THEATRES.

10c Per Word,

Payable

^Leatlna 4/auie

SERVICES

Minimum

in Advance.
THEATRE

EQUIPMENT

DUO “SOUND MASTER”
sound heads
with the gyro-stabilizer. Amplifiers with
copper oxide rectified DC exciter supply.
A

HERE’S A “HONEY”— BUY WITHOUT
MONEY!
New easy time payment plan
available on quality theatre equipment.
Take advantage of our low prices. Write
S.O.S. Cinema Supply Cerp., New York.

SCREEN WHEEL,
shows full hundred

NEW

DUO

legal trade stimulant. Write for complete information. A few territories still
available for franchises. B-1122, Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
electrically operated;
numbers on screen;

perfected. Reasonable. Good for any theatre game. Beautifully colored. Write
STANDIFORD
ACCESSORIES,
1973 S.
Vermont Ave., Los Angeles.

USED

EQUIPMENT

WANTED — Used type SP Simplex portable projector with arc lamp. Wire, giving
cash price with examination privilege. Hall
Industries Theatres, Beeville, Texas.
HOLMES
EDUCATOR
PORTABLES,
like new. Want 16mm SOF equipment.
Shafer, Washington, Ind.
FOR

SALE — OPERADIO, Model 50 complete with two LeRoy sound heads, exciter transformer and Jensen 12-inch dynamic auditorium speaker. $100.00 down,

“LIGHT MASTER”
super low intensity projection lamps. More light at no
increase in operating cost. If not at your
dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

balance easy. Also, one Arctic Nu-Air
wood frame, 1,700 cubic feet blower, $35.00
F.O.B Excelsior Springs, Mo. R. B. Christian, Colonial Hotel, Excelsior Springs, Mo.

16" OSCILLATING FANS, ONLY $12.95,
110 volts A.C., adjustable base, optional

FOR SALE— EIGHT 24x72 inch Trane
water coils for air cooling; four rows
red copper tubes; all fittings; used only
few months. Absolutely new condition.

wall mounting. Two speed switch, 8' cord,
durable finish, quiet operating. Rush order
to S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

ATTRACTIVE
PRICES
on new ana
slightly used air conditioning units, air
filters, washers, blowers, compressors
(refrigeration), cooling coils, heating coils,
motors, pumps, stokers. Cash or deferred
payments on approved credit. Write us
your requirements. Conditioned Air Co.,
926 N. Cass St., Milwaukee, Wis.
AND

SAVE

WITH SO.S. DIRECT-SHOT
BLOWERS,
$39.50 up! Grills, diffusers, $8.00 up. RotoMist spray nozzles, 67c each. Free bulletin.
S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

THEATRE

TICKETS

UNEXCELLED
QUALITY— 50 rolls stock
tickets, $12.50; 20 rolls, $5.80; 100.000 special printed rolls or machine tickets.
$14.90. Shipping charges paid to 1.000
miles. Cash with order. Kansas City Ticket

Co., Dept. B, 1717 Wyandotte
City, Mo.
BOXOFFICE

IF YOU

:: June

17, 1939

HAVE

FOR

THE

Price less than half list. PRINCESS
ATRE, WAUSEON, OHIO.

THE-

St., Kansas

•

SALE

CASH,

I have

the

theatre. Excellent Mississippi town. Moneymaker. Price right. B-1123, Boxoffice,
4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
THEATRE
FOR
SALE— In Southern
city. This ad directed to party wanting
profitable going business and able to pay
$30,000 cash. B-1133,
9th St., Kansas City.
TIVOLI

THEATRE,

Boxoffice,
Denver,

4804

E.

1,500 seats.

Western Electric sound. Downtown location, fully equipped, cheap house. $3,000
casti lull price. Inquire Mapel.
WANTED

WANTED
TO BUY— Theatres in Virginia, West Virginia or North Carolina in
towns of less than 5,000. J. F. LOFTIS,
Brandy, Va.
WANTED:
Small town or suburban theatre in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois or Southeastern states. M. Preston, Windsor Drive,
Nashville, Tennessee.
LEASE OR RENT Theatre, central or
northern Florida. State details. B-1125,
Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St , Kansas City,
Mo.
POSITIONS

WANTED

LICENSED
PROJECTIONIST
— Sign
writer; mechanic. Intelligent hard worker,
15 years’ experience; 33 years old; married; reliable; go anywhere. $28 00. B-1132,
Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City,
Mo.
PROJECTIONIST — and
repair man.
References. Go anywhere. Write B-1131,
Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St„ Kansas City,
Mo.

FOR SALE — 230 theatre chairs; 2 Peerless lamp houses; 2 complete Simplex heads

AIR CONDITIONING

HEATWAVES

on Request

THEATRES

DUO “SOUND MASTER”— The Golden
Voice of the Silver Screen. New low cost
economy and junior models. If not at
your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

THE

Rates

THEATRES

EQUIPMENT

Air Conditioning — MAGIC WEATHER —
100% performance. 1,000% customer satisfaction; silent operation; low first cost;
low operating cost. Write for testimonial
folder and prices. The BALLANTYNE
CO..
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

CHASE

Display

GAMES

NEW, NOVEL, ORIGINAL PLAN— Conduct true and false intelligence tests. INDIVIDUAL, PERSONAL, CONFIDENTIAL.

Speakers. Two-way horn systems. If not
at your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

$1.00.

THEATRE

CHAIRS

and standards; complete RCA sound equipment. Also large Arctic Neu-Air blower,
and 2 Westinghouse rectifiers. Plus other

USED CHAIRS — All sized lots; all prices.
Big bargains. Repair and replace parts for
all makes chairs. STANLEY
THEATRE

equipment items. MONMOUTH
TRE CO., Monmouth, Illinois.

SUPPLY CO.,
cago, Illinois.

THEA-

USED EQUIPMENT
WANTED— We buy
and sell — chairs, sound heads, lamps, projectors. Let us make you an offer. STANLEY THEATRE SUPPLY
CO., 1235 S.
Wabash Ave., Chicago, Illinois.

HELP

WANTED

every

OPERATORS
—
(Experienced);
state, movie circuits — car needed.
State Theatre, Pittsburgh, Pa.

SEAT

S. Wabash

Ave., Chi-

4,000 used American, Heywood and Irwin chairs with upholstered spring-cushion seats; excellent condition; priced very
reasonable. Cinema Seating Co.. 4431 N.
Kimball, Chicago, 111.
DON’T DESPAIR. BUY S O.S. CHAIRS.
17,452 good used seats, 75c up. Greatest
assortment, famous makes, reconstructed,
refinished. Photographs, prices free. S.O.S.
Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

518

BINGO

RECOVERING

ARTIFICIAL LEATHER
MOLESKIN—
81c per yd.: Sateen. 60c yd. Six seats
from two yards. Samples on request
Commercialeather. 116 Merrimac St., Boston.
•

1235

Write

CARDS

$2.00 Per Thousand

today ior sample card and
complete information.
BOX 1100, ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS
4704 East Ninth St., Kansas City, Mo.

Address copy to UONOFFICK,
4804 K. Ninth St., Kansas City,, Mo.
Forms dost* .Monday noon preceding publication date.

“WORTH . .ITS
WEI
GHT
IN
GOL
D
. and then some !
DeGraffe,
May

Ohio

9. 1939

BOXOFFICE
4804 East Ninth Street
Kansas

City, Missori

Gentlemen:
The

writer has

OFFICE

been

the past

a subscriber

six years

and

to BOX-

has

found

your new 1938-39 PICTURE GUIDE, with its
quick easy references to be worth its weight
in GOLD

to a busy exhibitor. Believe it or not,

to whom this may
Ripley, either.
My

PICTURE

concern,

GUIDE

therefore, please

rush

supply of un-indexed
turn mail.
If there is any
the above

pages

and

are all filled up;

immediately
gummed

additional

mentioned,

it isn't by

an

pages

extra
by re-

cost involved

kindly bill me

for

for same.

Cordially yours.
THE

ROXY

(Signed)

Date
ASSOCIATED

Victor

CORP.

J. Hayes

, 193

PUBLICATIONS,

4804 East 9th St., Kansas

City, Mo

Please enter my subscription lor one year (52 issues) for BOXOFFICE (13 of which contain The MODERN THEATRE section), including BOXOFFICE PICTURE GUIDE, and Annual BAROMETER. Herewith is
$2.00.
Theatre
Signed
Address
City

THEATRES

State

The 18-Karat
Trade Paper

IN MAISIE"!

MONEY

THERE’S

Gay crowds became pay crowds in big
Harrisburg and Providence hit engagements!
?

IS MAISIE

— WHO

to Know

Wanted

Everyhody

PROVIDENCE-

AND

IN HARRISBURG

Both M-G-M test campaigns created a lot of talk and good-natured kidding — but the public knew "Maisie" was on the way! It played
Loew’s Theatre, Harrisburg, Pa. and Loew's State, Providence, R. I., where even the people in the stores were asking "Who the H ... is
Maisie?" Exploit "Maisie" on a note of hilarity! Don't overlook a bet!

NEWSPAPER

PUBLICITY

in advance,

when

AND

ADVERTISING:

the picture was booked,

daily newspapers,

the Patriot, Evening

Commencing

two weeks

the columnists of the three

News,

and Telegraph,

started

kidding “Maisie" in their columns, and have not missed a single day
until the regular advance stories commenced. “Maisie” sent the columnists flowers, candy, arm-bands, and other gay presents, all of which
were acknowledged in the columns in a good-natured joshing fashion.
On Thursday, Friday, Saturday, before opening, personals were used
in the papers, seeking information as to the whereabouts of a girl
named Maisie, known as an explosive blonde, and asking that readers
telephone Slim, at the theatre number. The theatre cashiers report that
they actually received up until Saturday night 76 telephone calls offering to help in response to these ads. Commencing Monday before
opening Maisie replied in these personal columns that she had seen
Slim’s ad and would meet him at Loew's Theatre on Thursday (the
opening day of engagement).
Commencing with the first ad, on Saturday before opening, the
Harrisburg Telegraph started a contest asking readers to read the ads
in the series and write their opinions of them for cash awards, stating
that it is a brand new picture and that the picture company is anxious
to know if they are the kind that will make people want to see the picture. This contest runs until after the opening day.
The advertising campaign commenced on Saturday before opening,
with a 2 column by 4 inch teaser ad, and builds up to the opening.
The newspapers are giving ample space, stories and art in their
regular picture columns.
KIDDING THE TITLE: A campaign was started by the employees of the
theatre, school children, etc., in fact everybody with whom we could
get into contact, by telephone or otherwise, to make a nickname of
“Maisie."

STICKERS:

10,000 stickers, bearing the legend “Who

used on lamp-posts, buildings, fences, telegraph

BUMPER

STRIPS ON

AUTOMOBILES:

Is Maisie?" were

poles, etc.

50 of these were used on the

Harrisburg taxicabs. First time used in over a year.

'MAISIE” BADGES:

Ribbon-badges

NEWS-STAND
attendants

DISPLAYS:

were

furnished

Dime

Store, com-

main streets of town

GIRLS

SIX FEET HIGH:

WITH

No campaign is complete without a sundae

"Maisie" sundae, streamers announcing it are placed
counter, and also in every booth on mirrors (the

GIRL IN FORD

rant, and on the menus. Murphy’s
also has a “Maisie” sundae.

Dime

GOOD

day, ‘Maisie’."
WESTERN
UNION

BOYS

Union

Girl, dressed in cowgirl costume,

CANDY

KISSES: 10,G00 candy kisses, in cellophane bag,

OLD

BLOTTERS:

10,000 blotters, bearing

the legend "This will

blot your letters. ‘MAISIE’ will blot your cares away,” etc., are being
distributed in office buildings, stores, and in the buildings on “Capitol
Hill” (State employes).
TRICK

FOLDERS:

10,000 small oblong

folders, with front bearing

legend “What I know About Men, by MAISIE", two center pages
blank, and playdate on back, are being distributed, and enclosed in
packages

GROCERY

by one of the stores.

BAGS:

the Isaacman
circulation.

10,000 of these bags, imprinted, are being used by

Brothers Grocery

THE OLD RED SPOT CARD:

Stores. These stores have a tremendous

Cards bearing the legend (containing red

spot in center) with word “CONFIDENTIAL" at top and rest of lettering small— "If this spot turns black, see your doctor at once. If it does
not, see ‘MAISIE’," etc. 10,000 of these are being distributed in every
conceivable place.

BENCH

IN FRONT

OF THEATRE:

A bench is being placed in front of

on the back, bearing the legend “We Are Waiting to See ‘Maisie’,”
etc. The bench was borrowed from the Park Commission. The boys
will be extra ushers.

at the soda

100 cards, 14x17,

DELIVERING

messenger

POSTER:

boys, carrying

with

Blonde girl, in shorts, carrying suitcase, with the

been made with Kade’s Furniture Store to have a window furnished as
bedroom. In the bed will be a blonde girl, apparently asleep; on table
beside her will be a clock, with placard bearing the legend: “This is
‘MAISIE’. When will she awaken? Step inside and make your guesses.
Fifty coming nearest will receive passes to see ‘MAISIE’," etc. The
police will let this stunt ride until it blocks traffic too much. It will be
done the afternoon before the opening of the picture.

RADIO

BROADCASTS:

Loew's Theatre conducts a daily broadcast in
the morning, at nine-thirty o’clock, over Station
WHP. “MAISIE" has been “plugged" on this,
commencing over a week in advance.

Store

placed in windows, bearing the legend, “It’s
comfortably cool at Loew’s. I'll see you Thurs-

Five Western

WAGON:

bearing legend, "A Kiss from Maisie", are being distributed by girls,
at street corners, from attractive wicker baskets.

Rolle’s Restaurant is dis-

CARDS:

STATION

by Ford dealer.

“MAISIE”

tributing 10,000 napkins with legend.

WINDOW

in

with shorts, and sombrero, and with wagon bannered, drove about
main streets, day before and opening day. Wagon is being supplied

tables are in booths), on the walls of the restau-

COOL

Six girls, dressed

legend, "I’m ‘MAISIE’, the explosive blonde, on my way to Loew’s
Theatre", will patrol the downtown streets for several hours day before
opening.
GIRL IN BED STUNT: This is the honey of them all. Arrangements have

named for the picture, but look at the coverage they get. In Rolle’s
Restaurant, on Market Street (main shopping street), which is having a

NAPKINS:

LETTERS

shorts, each carrying a cut-out letter six feet high, in single file,
patrolled main streets of town, day before and opening day.

GIRL WITH SUITCASE:

the

that this is a humane stunt in this weather, and that the news-standattendants have taken hold of it with eagerness and appreciation.

LETTERED

CUT-OUT

day before and

with sun helmets, also paper-weights

on back can be read by pedestrians crossing the street and by automobilists in passing; also the fronts of the backs are lettered, so that
if attendant is standing legend can be read there also. It is submitted

SUNDAE:

Six girls on bicycles, each with a letter of the title

on her back, rode up and down
opening day.

For fifty news-stands in Harrisburgh the

size of bricks, and red wooden chairs— all with “Maisie" ad. Newsstands are on street corners, and the chairs are placed so that legend

TIME-HONORED

GIRLS ON BICYCLES:

theatre, two days before opening, with boys sitting on it and large sign

were worn by the cashiers and

ushers of the theatre and the clerks of Murphy’s
mencing a week in advance.

hand-lettered posters, 30x40, with strip across top reading “Deliver to
Loew's Theatre", are riding on busses, street cars, and walking on main
streets, for four hours a day, commencing Monday before opening.

Robert

Young,

Ruth Hussey, Ian Hunter and Cliff I
Screenplayby Mary C.McCall.Jr. A1
Goldwyn-May
L. Marin.

Station WKBO conducts a "man on the
broadcast, Monday, Wednesday,
“MAISIE" was used on this broadcast
three days last week, and will be used
the three days of this week.

street"
Friday.
on all
again

Paul Walker, columnist of the Harrisburg
Telegraph, conducts a daily newsbroadcast, on
Station WKBO. He has been kidding about
“MAISIE"

on his broadcast

for over a week.
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flat, but there was

It was a lead pipe cinch that rejection was in the
cards and, because it was, nobody was surprised at
the outcome. Least of all the distributors on hand.
Allied's steamroller, functioning smoothly as of yore,
demonstrated again the measure of its effectiveness by
tossing the ball from Cole to Steffes, back to the colonel
and then to Yamins who threw it to Myers and Samuelson with an occasional pass engineered from the floor.

THE DOOR
occupied by trade paper men. It called itself "Questions
You Will Want to Ask” and listed 85 of them, phrased
in a manner which deposited ready answers in the
mouths of those who were supposed to ask them.
And, just so that there could be no doubt on the
sincerity equation, an explanatory note made this clear;
"Answers to the questions are not suggested herein
for the reason that Allied leaders do not wish to influence exhibitors either for or against the program.”
disarming, the entire gadget.

Very

The code likewise
rejectionrates
report
of of
theattention.
Allied's negotiating
committee
a bit
Submitted

The outside play never amounted to a great deal.
There was some interference, but not much. The machine
strolled through in strict observance of schedule and no
time for indulgences. Not even, for instance, time enough

had opportunity to plead their case on the pro-code
side, the text of the report of disapproval had been

to allow Robert J. O'Donnell of the Interstate Circuit,
who flew up from Dallas, a chance to tell what he knew

unanimously approved by the board. Thereby it became evident quickly enough that, irrespective of any

of the Texas situation.
difference, but it would

statements made by Messrs. Rodgers, Sears and Montague, the Allied high command, if not the assembled
body, had determined it was no dice on acceptance.

It wouldn't
have been

have made
considerate,

any
and

possibly revealing, to get another version of Cole's persistent charge about those 23-odd Lone Star independents who have been pressured into oblivion by circuit
operation.
However. Tactics are tactics. And when you understand, or think you understand, something about
them, it helps keep the blood pressure from rising too
alarmingly. Therefore, on the amusing side are a couple
of things which happened.
In a pre-convention statement, Myers, for example,
turned his eyes in the direction of the open forum on the
code. "The distributors' proposal will be thoroughly
analyzed by those who represent Allied in the negotiations. The purpose will not be to influence anyone's
in the matter, but merely to insure a correct understanding of all that is involved. The proposal will
be discussed by executives of the major distributing
companies. Those on the floor will be encouraged to

the day

before

any

of the distributor

representatives

Now it is entirely correct to record the fact this report was not read to the convention itself until two days
later, or immediately ahead of the scheduled ballot
which, according to the billing, was to cross-section the
sentiment of the independent theatremen of the nation
If you wish to conclude the timing was not designed
to bear on the vote that never came off anyway,
still your privilege. We happen to think otherwise.
Before drawing

a conclusion,

we

should

it's

like to pursue

it further with that selfsame report. It contains an interesting insight into the original negotiations and conveys dismay over an angle or two on the Neely bill.
The excerpt becomes essential:

stand

discuss it to their heart's content. Colonel Cole's reputation insures that fairness and impartiality will prevail
at the sessions. Under these conditions they will be
able to chart a course for the guidance
general counsel wrote.

of all.” So the

The method of insuring “a correct understanding”
took the form of a pamphlet, nicely printed and deposited conveniently on each chair, including those

"At the very first interview which Messrs. Yamins and
Myers had with Mr. Rodgers on the subject of the negotiations, about the middle of September, 1938, the question was posed, 'Will participation on our part mean
that we will be precluded from seeking passage of the
Neely
would

bill?' They were told that the negotiations
have no bearing on the Neely bill or the government suits, except as the experience might bring
about better relations which would lead us voluntarily
to abandon such methods. The statement was later
(Continued

on page

6)

MAJORS CONTINUE EFFORTS TO BRING "PEACE
TO TRADE" VIA CODE, DESPITE ALLIED BALK
Majors Reply May
Be Revealing

Will Sign Individually
With Exhibitors; As
Group With Units

New

Additional Changes to
Meet Suggestions by
ITOA of New York

York — Attorneys for major distributors are in the midst of preparing

a

By
New

BILL

“carefully worded" statement answering Allied in a manner which may
reveal an entirely different attitude

ORNSTEIN

York — Not

to be deterred

by Al-

lied’s rejection of the trade practice code,
distributors will continue their efforts to
bring

about “peace in the industry,” according to a spokesman for distributor

“We are going ahead with our original
plans.” the attorney told Boxoffice in an
exclusive interview. “After all the code
was not solely intended for Allied, but for
the entire industry. We are going through
with it and if Allied does not want to
accept our peace offering that is their
business.”
However, the attorney continues, “peace
eventually will come because of the betterments provided in the trade practice
code.” As this lawyer views it the things
the distributors promise to do, the benefits which will accrue to exhibitors, will
be inserted in all contracts.
To

Major

Sign

Individually

companies

individually

will sign

contracts with the trade practice provisions. Exhibitors individually will be the
second

parties to such agreements. Distributors as a group will affix signatures

to agreements where exhibitor organizations such as the ITOA of New York, the
ITO of Southern California, the MPTOA
and other groups adopt the pact. In other
words, distributors as a group will bind
themselves to all pledges with exhibitor
organizations and individually with each
of their accounts.
“We want peace in the industry,” the
attorney said. “This is the only way
we know how to get it and we are pre-

All-Industry Suit
Judge Sought
New York — Federal
O. Bondy has asked

Judge
to be

William
relieved

from

hearing the actual case and indications are that Circuit Judge Robert P.
Patterson, who also is a federal court
judge,

John
as

may take over after the
dustry suit is docketed. Federal

W.
the

Clancy

is still being

probable

presiding

all-inJudge

talked

judge,

of
but

Patterson's name is the newest entry.
Indications are the case will not be
marked

before

impression
court

the

October

prevailing

in

district that no judge

term,

the

the

least

4

a

year.

the

case

that which prevailed "before Minneapolis," a major sales manager advises BOXOFFICE. George J. Schaefer,

RKO

president,

ask-

will require

at

advised

his sales

force

convention

in Rye,

N. Y.,

that the company

will adhere

code's provisions.
rejection caused

He said that Allied’s
him "no vital con-

planned

to all the

later.

theatres, exclusive of those represented by Allied, want the code.
There is a strong belief in distributor
circles many individual Allied members
want the trade practices. “Eventually
every one will want the benefits,” the
attorney asserted. “We have so much respect for the code's provisions we believe
that ultimately every exhibitor in the
United States will want to sign up.

“If the majority of the exhibitors sign
up, the code will succeed of its own weight,”
the lawyer insisted. “Naturally we wanted
Allied to go along with us. There is a
feeling among some of the distributors
that

the general sales managers who attended the annual convention in Minneapolis were lured there. Allied knowing all
along it would reject the code. Many of

accurate.”

in the Allied report were in-

Find

“Many

Errors"

Distributors received copies of the mimeographed Allied report Monday and are
said to have found many errors in the
conclusions drawn by the directors of the
exhibitor organization. “This is the greatest time of all to have peace in the industry. Apparently Allied did not want
peace. I believe the code is the greatest
achievement

of the distributors’

committee

in the history of the business.”
Provisions dealing with arbitration

and

cancellation will be incorporated in individual contracts with exhibitors. “All
the benefits which are to be given exhibitors will be incorporated in license
agreements,” the attorney added. “Naturally there are some things such as forcing
cf shorts, elimination of score charges and
a

few

other points which cannot be included because they have no place in li-

cense, agreements,” he stated.
William F. Rodgers, chairman

of

the

distributors’ sub-committee, is understood
to have received numerous letters from
Allied

that

many

of the

to hold a meeting with the distributors’ committee and issue a statement
Not until then would he comment

on

other

the statements

also learns

When contacted by Boxoffice Tuesday
upon his arrival from Chicago, Rodgers
declined
grateful.” to discuss the code. He said he

paredcern."
to pursue this course.” The lawyer
pointed out he has been informed 7,500

federal

will be

ed to sit through the case in the summer. Some government attorneys are
of the opinion

than

at the annual

counsel.

Boxoffice

letters criticize Allied leaders as being “un-

members praising him for his efforts in attempting to bring about a more
harmonious relationship in the business.

Allied’s rejection.
His integrity and sincerity challenged by
Allied, Rodgers will have nothing further
to do with the exhibitor organization. As
he pointed out in Minneapolis, this is the
first time in his career that his sincerity of
purpose has been impugned.
Since Allied did not put it up to the
members to decide whether or not they
wanted the code, distributors are prepared to find out for themselves. Each account will be asked to sign as negotiations
are carried on.
Says

Changes

Minor

Discussing the additional changes suggested by Milton C. Weisman, attorney for
the ITOA of New York, the major company attorney said these are not serious
and will be made. This group, through
Harry Brandt, president, issued a denunciation of Allied’s tactics at Minneapolis.
It has thrown open its offices here to all
exhibitors, regardless of affiliation, who
desire information relative to the code.
Weisman will be available to all who seek
legal data.

The other six independent organizations which met with the ITOA and
distributors on the code negotiations are
expected to convene again shortly when
Brandt will urge that they endorse the
provisions.

UA

Insisting on
More Data

New

York — Declaring

the

govern-

ment's answer to UA's bill of particulars was designed to deceive and not
tell anything, Benjamin Pepper of
O'Brien,

Driscoll

& Raftery,

UA

counsel,

before Federal Judge Edward A. Conger insisted that more information be
given rather than “a philosophical discussion" of allegations at a hearing
for a further bill of particulars.
Paul
had

against
his

Williams,

assistant

to

the

at-

torney general, in rebuttal, stated he
no written evidence of the charges
UA

and

evidence

intended
through

to bring

out

circumstantial

proof.

He insisted the company is engaged in all of the charges made
cgainst it. Decision was reserved.
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DOG DAYS AND SUMMER DOLDRUMS AGAIN FIND
CIRCUITS WORRYING OVER FLOW OF $$ FILMS
Major Bookers Suggest
Some Top Product
Be Released

61 for June and July
New York — Available for summer release, exclusive of reissues, will be 61
features for June and July from eight major companies, according to a checkup
made by BOXOFFICE.
The companies and how many they are down for follow:
Columbia, 9; M-G-M,
Universal, 6; and Warner,

New York— With the advent of summer
in a blast and virtually without warning,
major circuit operators already are showing signs of concern over the dearth of
big pictures for the next two months. As
a matter of fact, one important booker declared, there is not one outstanding summer release in sight.
Circuit bookers say the same situation
prevailed last year, but contend that this
summer business probably will be worse.
No one can explain the reason. In New
York and San Francisco some blame the
World’s Fair, others say business is just
bad at the boxoffice and let it go at that.
But major circuit men at the home offices
keep daily tabs on operations throughout the country are at wit’s end to explain the general recession, except for the
heat as one possible contributing factor.
One major booker states distributors
who have big or outstanding pictures
who

8; Paramount,
9.

The fact that some distributors, and no
names are mentioned, hold back product
that looks outstanding “as bait” for new
product deals is deplored by theatre men
who add, “no matter how much you yell,
the distributor releases his pictures as he
sees fit and not how the exhibitor would
like to book.” If the
to take the gamble,
too, it is argued.
Among the coming
better than average
next

exhibitor is willing
distributors should,
releases which have
possibilities in the

few

months, as outlined by an important booker for one of the four major
circuits, and as he sees it, are as follows:

10; RKO,

8; 20th-Fox,

9; United

Artists,

2;

“Good Girls Go to Paris,” June 30; “Man
From Sundown,” July 15; “A Woman Is
the Judge,” July 10; “Blondie Takes a
Vacation,” July 20; “Escape From Alcatraz,” July 27; “Coast Guard” (ten. title),
July 31.
METRO-GOLD

WYN-MAYER

“6,000 Enemies,” June 9; “Tarzan Finds
a Son,” June 16; “Maisie,” June 23;
“Stronger Than Desire,” June 30; “On
Borrowed Time,” July 7; “They All Come
28.
Out,” July 14; “Andy Hardy Gets Spring
Fever,” July 21; “Miracles for Sale,” July
PARAMOUNT

“Young Mr. Lincoln,” “Susannah of the
Mounties” and “Second Fiddle,” from 20th

“Grade Allen Murder Case,” June 2;
“Undercover Doctor,” June 9; “Invitation

for fall re-

Century-Fox; “Tarzan Finds a
Son,”
“Maisie,” “Andy Hardy Gets Spring

lease, pointing to M-G-M’s summer release of “San Francisco” a few years back
when it “cleaned up” during the torrid
spells. However, there is a feeling among

Fever” and “On Borrowed Time,” from
M-G-M;
“Invitation to Happiness” and
“Man About Town,” from Paramount;
“Juarez,” “Hell’s Kitchen” and “Daughters

to Happiness,” June 16; “Grand Jury Secrets,” June 23; “Heritage of the Desert,”
June 23; “Island of Lost Men,” June 30;
“Man About Town,” July 7; “Million Dollar Legs,” July 14; “Magnificent Fraud,”

circuit buyers and bookers that film companies are holding up< top product until
the start of the new season. Usually, it

Courageous,” from Warner; “They Shall
Have Music,” from UA; “The Sun Never
Sets,” from Universal; “Good Girls Go to
Paris,” from Columbia.
The selections are made from product
either seen or on which advance notice

should

not

hold

them

back

is asserted, every company begins releasing several in a row. Some of these pictures can be used in June, July and August, if M-G-M’s experience with “San
Francisco” is any vindication of the belief outstanding films will get outstanding
grosses, regardless of the weather, it is
held.
Oppose

There

Reissues

is a definite sentiment against reissues, the general opinion among theatre

men

being that revivals tend to keep patrons away from the boxoffice rather than
attract them. According to one major
booker, a company reissuing a
picture
gives the patron the idea there is nothing
better to see and urges this is coupled
with the tendency to stay away. Not only
has the exhibitor this to contend with, it
is stated, he has to again try to build
his patronage

after

he

has

shown

a

has

been received from the coast. Although the companies list other features
for June and July, many have not been
screened and hence there is no comment
on them as summer possibilities.
In view of the circuit booker’s partial
listing for the next two months, and because all pictures to be available have not
been seen or reported on, each major
company’s
low:

24, 1939

and

July fol-

“Girl From

Drummond’s

Mexico,”

June

2; “Girl

and

20TH

CENTURY-FOX

“Young Mr. Lincoln,” June 9; “Charlie
Chan in Reno,” June 16; “Susannah of
the Mounties,” June 23; “It Could Happen
to You,” June 30; “Mr. Moto Takes a Vacation,” July 7; “Second Fiddle,” July 24;
“News Is Made at Night,” July 21; “The
Ware

Case,”
shal,” July 28.July 21; “The
UNITED

“Trapped in the Sky,” June 1; “Lost
Horizon” (reissue), June 1; “Awful Truth”
(reissue), June 17; “Clouds Over Europe,”
June 24; “Parents on Trial,” June 29;

Bride,”

RADIO

the Gambler,” June 16; “Five Came Back,”
June 23; “Saint in London,” June 30;
“Timber Stampede,” June 30; “Career,”
July 7; “Way Down South,” July 21;
“Spellbinder,” July 28.

“Man

Frontier

Mar-

ARTISTS

in the Iron Mask,”

June

15; “They

Shall Have Music” and “Four Feathers”
have
not been dated, but will be available
in
July.
UNIVERSAL

re-

the customer all over again.”
Another argument in favor of releasing big pictures during the next three
months, as advanced by a major chain
executive, is that the theatre owner should
not stand the burden of all the losses during the summer; that the distributor
should share, or at least try to release
product which will reduce the figures in
red ink.
:: June

for June

RKO

COLUMBIA

He

vival. “Patrons stay away when old pictures are brought back and when we get
something good later on, we have to sell

BOXOFFICE

releases

July 28.
21; “Bulldog
July

New

Says It in
One Word

York — Brevity

may

be the soul ol

wit, but in this case the soul wasn't trying to be funny.
The executive head of an affiliated circuit was asked his opinion of the product outlook for the summer.
His

opinion:

"Stinks.''

“Inside Information,” June 2; “The Sun
Never Sets,” June 9; “House of Fear,”
June 30; “I Stole a Million,” July 14; “Hawaiian Holiday,” July 21; “Unexpected
Father,” July 28.
WARNER

BROS.

“Man Who Dared,” June 3; “Juarez,”
June 10; “Nancy Drew, Trouble Shooter,”
June 17; “Kid From Kokomo,” June 24;
“Naughty But Nice,” July 1; “Hell’s Kitchen,” July 8; “Waterfront,” July 15;
“Daughters Courageous,” July 22; “The
Cowboy

Quarterback,”

July 29.
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(Continued
repeated in substance by Mr. Rodgers in a telephone conversation with
Mr. Yamins.

from page

3)
tion and litigation.

see

any

methods,
"It was upon this assurance that
Allied entered into the negotiations.
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N. B. — 161 Princess St. D. Fetherston.
TORONTO,
ONTARIO — 242 Millwood Road, Milton
Galbraith.
VANCOUVER,
B. C. — 615 Hastings, C. P. Rutty.
VICTORIA,
B. C. — 350 Robertson, Tom
Merriman.
WINNIPEG,
MAN.— 709 Selkirk Ave., Ben Lepkln.
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benefit for the independent

exhibi-

Slightly Historical
So far as we can discover, distors.”
tributors made no promise about
falling asleep where the Neely measure or the government suits are
concerned. Exactly how and why
Allied figures it should have been
any other way, is not clear although
we are eager to be enlightened.
It ought to be told, too, how Allied's
report conveniently and most naturally avoids mention of the secret
memorandum sent by Myers to unit
leaders in good standing several
ago in which he urged affiliates which had not passed resolutions endorsing the Neely bill to
do so forthwith. It seemed peculiar
on or about that very day for Allied
of New Jersey to suddenly emerge
with exactly such a resolution after
all these

Second

then the distributors have

every possible use of the negotiations todefeat the Neely bill, to influence the attitude of the Department of Justice in pending litigations
and otherwise to handicap Allied in
its efforts to secure real and lasting

months

McCluskey.
F.

"Since
made

years

of pro-Neely

bill

campaigning. It remained for BOXOFFICE to divulge the plot by publishing the highlights of the Myers
memorandum, much to the chagrin
of the Allied war council but for the
enlightenment
large.

of the

industry

at

This being so, then, and because
the organization pounds away rather
relentlessly on an alleged break in
faith when its own behavior is so
dubiously in the clear, we think it
essential to rake the dead ashes of
a development

that may

have

been

not

satisfactory answers developing through either of those
but we do not now argue,

nor have we, against Allied's right
to wave its standard in any breeze
it may choose. But, in fairness, it
ought to be acknowledged that the
right to rebuff to the hilt any such
planned procedure is not to be denied those interests which view it
as their job to conduct

the counter

attack nor should such counter attack be subjected to unwarrantable
assault foundationed on facts conveniently glossed over, or twisted,
to serve a purpose.

And Now?
Insofar as Allied's refusal to go
along on the code is concerned, the
decision

is regrettable and shortsighted. Itis regrettable in that it
gives sustenance to dissension and
continued unrest. It is short-sighted
in that there is arbitrarily rejected
the basis for an improved relationship between the buyer and seller.
If it had
the door
believe,

not slammed
so irrevocably,

could

have

and

locked

Allied, we

maintained

a

string on further negotiation. It is
true the majors have repeatedly declared the present code is as far as
they propose going. They have also
constantly declared, however, the
formula is not perfect and they
have

stated

in unmistakable

lan-

guage that, where arbitration is concerned, the current setup is amenable to change.
In other words

and

with

no

in-

tention of gilding any distributors'
lily, it is our impression they deliberately left the door perhaps ever
so slightly ajar and, in the doing,
made it evident they are willing to
talk further with
this column,

what

final result

certainly, is not pre-

pared to venture.

whether

Old Ground
doubt,

Anew

it will prove

Allied, again

at

the Allied leaders have

de-

ported themselves with the best interests oftheir constituents in mind.
tiresome

to go over once more what ought
to be familiar ground after all these
months.

do

This suggests, and most seriously,

forgotten.

No

We

Time,
tell.

and

that membership,

will

Minne-

apolis, made it apparent it is placing complete dependence for the
success of its program on legislaBOXOFFICE
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/ 11 raves from
16 west
ritlcs

coast

"Sure-fire entertainment

bound

to

pile up a healthy total of laughs in
theatres everywhere. An ideal

otteCt ,

vehicle for Jack Benny l’’— Film Daily
"A sure-fire audience picture. The
comedian’s

air following will undoubtedly swell the copious take of
this production !”— Hollywood Reporter

0loss»'
oin

"Luscious entertainment for eye
and ear and one of the brightest and
most smartly turned out pieces of
merchandise from the Paramount
organization!”
"Ideal warm
and should

-' */1

—Daily Variety

weather screen fare
— Box Office
obtain uppermost

brackets in box office revenue!”

"Great news that Jack Benny’s latest
movie is such a riot. 'Rochester’
runs comedian Benny a close
second!”
— Louella 0. Parsons

a*T|

s
“The Jack Benny flicker is the best
musical ever made at Paramount,
and ‘Rochester’
a sensation.”
— Ed isSullivan,
Daily News
"The exhibitor should have a field

jCpmmomt\

day in the exploitation and selling
of this comedy to his patronage.
It is an excellent piece of highly
— M.

salable entertainment.”

Directed

by Mark

Sandrlch

• Original

Screen

Play

by Morrle

Rysklnd

• A

Paramount

Picture

P.

Daily

IMMEDIATE FDTDRE FOR TELEVISION FINDS
TRADE CALM; TAKE "WAIT AND SEE" SLANT
Only Small Number Now
In Telecasts Range;
Awaiting Sponsors
New York — Television’s immediate future raises no alarms among producer-exhibitor principals insofar as competition is
concerned.
If spokesmen here are not covering up
their true feelings, the reaction amounts
to no more than a “let’s wait and see”
attitude. In the absence of any barometer
here, or even abroad, over the inroads the
new medium may make into production or
exhibition, virtually ah appraisals are
largely guesswork. Some strong convictions shoot through the maze of what television can do once it attains maturity, but
these are predicated on the beliei that
live years, or more, will pass before the
new art is available to a large population.
Meanwhile, it is felt a very small number of individuals, especially those living
in the New York area, will be within range
of telecasts, since 50 miles is the maximum
broadcasting range at the present time.
This factor, coupled with the relatively
high cost of sets, ranging from $200 to
$600, and the limited public videcasts
scheduled by NBC seem to account for the
absence of anxiety among exhibitors. Those
who claim to be watching the situation
say that, when television was first introduced in England the response for receiving sets was mild, an estimate placing
xewer than 8,000 in use at the present time,
after three years of regular broadcasting.
Sets

Scarcity

"Handicap"

There is general agreement television
win not be in full bloom until enough advertising sponsorship is in evidence to promote worthwhile programs. And as long
as there is a dearth of receiving sets, advertisers will shy from the medium.
However, one observer points out, there
is a ready audience for advertisers desiring
to experiment with television in the theatre
iield. If, as the argument on one side
runs, enough theatres were equipped with
efficient television sets, it would pay a
national advertiser to sponsor a show or
tie in with a sports event. But, runs the
counter argument, since years of experience have shown most audiences disapprove of commercial ventures in film
houses, the likelihood is that sponsored
telecasts would fare little better.
It also is believed promoters of sports
events of national importance would be
leary about selling telecasting rights for
fear of ruining the boxoffice take at the
scene of the event. In support of this
view, one circuit head makes some mental
calculations. Assuming, he calculates, that
a heavyweight fight presented the prospect
of a $500,000 gate. In order to assure himself that a telecast of the fight would not

8

And

It Works

on

Sees Theatres Forced
"Soon" to Screens

A Big Screen
By

LEONARD

For New

WEISBERG

New York — Believe it or not, television
on a screen measuring 144 inches by 108
inches is a reality in this country!
Now, that’s a fistful of typewriter keys
when considering the best previous notations on a television demonstration dealt
with a screen nine by seven and three
quarter inches.
Only the best things can be said about
the theatre-type eye and ear show Baird
Television Corp. put on for representatives
of the press. Some 40-odd persons saw
the one-hour program provided by NBCRCA while seated in an air-conditioned
auditorium in the GB offices. Baird engineers declared the limitations of the room
forced them to keep the screen down to
12 by 9 feet; that they could have projected the telecast on a 20 by 15 foot screen
with equally good results.
A few moments before the program was
tuned

in, Ian

C. Javal, commercial

direc-

tor for Baird, remarked that “we can only
show you what we are given.” Disregarding entirely the entertainment value of
the material NBC-RCA
provided, which
was distinctly sub-par most of the way,
the significance of Javal’s remark was apparent in another direction.
He undoubtedly had in mind what later
appeared to be inexpert technical handling
of the program by the broadcasters. Improper lighting and frequent lack of proper focus showed that considerable improvement must be made in controlling
programs that emanate from studios if
pictures comparable to present theatre
standards are to be attained. Slightly distracting, too, was the limited camera
(Continued

on

page

16)

cause an epidemic of stayaways who could
pick the event up in theatres or at home,
he would be justified in asking an exorbitant figure for telecasting rights. This
might conceivably run to $250,000. And
there is not an advertiser on record, it
appears, who has paid such a price for a
broadcast privilege.
From

Medium

producers’ circles comes the impression that, under no circumstances,

would

they permit stars to appear on television shows. While observing the day is
far distant when Hollywood will become
the sight-and-sound center as it is now for

radio, executives declare stars’ film drawing power would be reduced to next to
nothing if their images are allowed to
filter into millions of homes, if and when
that many sets exist.
In the opinion of Courtland Smith, who
has completed a survey for the MPPDA

cn

the

progress and influence of television on motion pictures, “television is
certain to affect exhibitors more than

any
goes

one else” in the industry. He
on to observe that, while producers

may

take

care

of themselves

ing world, exhibitors

in a chang-

are limited

to “what

they can do in their theatres.”
Further in this respect, Smith

states

many exhibitors will “soon” have to start
installing large screen television equipment as is being done in England and
Germany. “It may
fate of all motion

be that the ultimate
picture theatres will

depend

on how this development is handled,” he adds. “It is important to know
theatre television may be made private,
and restricted to theatres, by technical, as
well as legal, means. If certain frequencies

are set aside for theatre television transmission by the federal communication commission, these would lie outside the public broadcasting band, and the receivers in
the hands of the public would not tune
to these frequencies.
“To protect the interests of exhibitors,”
Smith adds, “by establishing a position in
television that will be profitable to them
is a problem, and one that must be faced
now. We should never let the idea become generally accepted that television
means pictures in the home instead of
pictures in the theatre. It would seem to
be wise to combat
“Film

As pointed
Smith

that

idea at once.”

Essential

Factor"

out in Boxoffice

last week,

observes that “there being no networks film will start unopposed and as

an essential factor” in television. He is
of the opinion an entirely new source of
revenue may be opened to producers in
the making of pictures designed especially
for the new medium. This prediction was
made by Boxoffice more than a year ago.
“The

televisors,” Smith states, “will certainly confine their efforts to direct pickups. They have no facilities for making
motion pictures and must, for a time at
least, have them made by others. The advertisers and their agents, having made a
success of radio programs, and attaching
importance to pictures, will soon attempt
television film programs unless they find
others who are competent to make them.
“Their first pictures will be made cheaply, but as television audiences increase these
advertisers will begin to spend real money
on their productions. That can mean only
competition with us for stories, plays, authors, directors and actors, actresses, cameramen, technicians and all other specialists. It would seem to be wise for us to
make

these advertising

pictures.”
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PICTURE

PRODUCERS

like Pandro S. Berman, Max Gordon, Les

others . . . PRODUCER-DIRECTORS

like Gregory La Cava, Li

like William Dieterle, William Seiter, John Cromwi
Lombard, Cary Grant, Ginger Rogers, Anna Neagle, Dougli
McLaglen, Jean Hersholt, Richard Dix, Bob Burns, Jol
••••■■■

PROPERTIES

'

-

like Hunchback

of Notre Dame -The

Swiss Family Robinson - Allegheny Frontier — Ivanho
Days - Kitchener — The Ramparts We Watch — and ma

AND

six WE
THE SCREE

Walt Disney Productions — March of Time —
Information Please — Reeiisms — Sportscopes
Comedies . . . and additifl

' and man
■■nBH
Towne, Sol Lesser,
: ttfc,

■ •"'■ ■!■' ■'

1II ■■ Ml

ey, George Stevens, Herbert Wilcox . . . DIRECTORS
rson Kani
anks, Jr., L

Y more . . . STARS

like Carole

Hardy, Charles Laughton, Victor

Wayne, Anne Shirley, and others to be announced . . .
si iHit

ay -Abe Lincoln in Illinois — Nurse Edith Cavell—

in the Night — The Deerslayer — Tom Brown's School
lany others you'U find in the book . . .

STERNS
M'S BEST SHORTS
IKO-Pathe News — Two-Reel Dionne Special —
- Edgar Kennedy, Leon Errol, Ray Whitley
|al short-length features.

AND

PLENTY

Who Makes What for
Attacks

Paramount Lineup

Gov’t’s Anti-Trust

Policy

Chicago — The present policy pursued by the department of justice in its investigation of monopoly was characterized by Thomas L. Marshall of the law firm of Bell,
Boyden

New York — Paramount’s star, feature
and cast designations in its product lineup for the new season, as far as available, follow:
Fay

Bainter — “Our

Neighbors,

ters.”
Leslie Banks — “Jamaica
Charles Barton — “Beau

John Beal — “The Cat and the Canary.”
Jack Benny — Star in “The New Yorker.”
William Boyd — Star in “Range War”
and “Riders of the Panamint.”
Olympe Bradna —
Co-star with Pat
Isa

Mi-

randa in “Diamonds Are Dangerous.”
Helen Broderick — “Are Husbands Necessary?”
Joe E. Brown — Co-star

with Martha

Raye

in “$1,000 a Touchdown.”
Bob Burns — Star in “Casey Jones.”
Madeleine Carroll — Co-star with Joel
McCrea

in “Safari”

Murray
June

in “Are Husbands Necessary?”
Clayton — “The Double-Dyed De-

ceiver.”
Claudette

and

with

Colbert — Star

Lady.”
Ronald Colman — Star
That Failed.”

Gary Cooper — Featured
Jackie Cooper — Co-star

Fred

in

in

“If the prosecutor cannot
stitutes an offense, how can

the Car-

Inn.”
Geste.”

O’Brien in “Happy Landing.”
George Brent — Co-star with

& Marshall, as “mere usurpation of power without a shadow of
cation," during a debate with Thurman W. Arnold, assistant attorney
fore the University of Chicago Alumni School.
Marshall also stressed that precedents set up by consent decrees
cases are unfair because they then govern companies which were not
original action and had no opportunity of defense.

Mac-

“Amazing

“The

Light

in “What a Life” and “Seventeen.”
James Corner — “What a Life.”
Frank Craven — “Our Neighbors,

the

Carters.”
Broderick Crawford — “Beau Geste.”
Bing Crosby — Star in “Every Day Is
Sunday” and “The Road to Singapore.”
Andy Devine — “Geronimo.”
Brian Donlevy — “Beau Geste.”
Ellen Drew — Co-star with Ray Milland
in “French Without Tears.” Featured in
“Geronimo.”
Emma
Dunn — “The Double-Dyed De-

conceive, would like to see it directed."
He asked that the department lay down
trust cases.

Arnold

asserted

that

beyond any that we now
exactly what businessmen

without

creation

Preston in “South of Samoa.” Featured
“Disputed Passage” and “The Road
Singapore.”
Charles Laughton — Star in
Inn” and “London After Dark.”
Carolyn
Vivien

Lee — “Are

“Jamaica

Husbands

Leigh — “London

in
to

After

Neces-

Dark.”

Gene Lockhart — “Geronimo.”
sary?”
Margaret Lockwood — Co-star with
Douglas Fairbanks jr. and Will Fyffe in
of the Seas.”

Joel

McCrea — Co-star

with

Hope in “The Cat and the Canary.”
Vaughan Glaser — “What a Life.”
Tito Guizar — “The Double-Dyed
ceiver.”
Susan Hayward — “Beau Geste.”
William Henry — “Geronimo.”
Bob Hope — Co-star with Paulette

De-

“White
Isa

Flame.”

Husbands

Also

featured

Miranda — Co-star
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Myers

Neces-

in

“Beau

with

George

God-
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administrative

of definition

tribunal

for anti-

with

powers

Issues a

dinner appeared this "statement”
ited to Abram F. Myers:

cred-

"It was
was nice

all just gsod, clean fun. It
of the distributors to come

here,

but

we

kick

hell

knew

we

of the

were

code

going
before

to
the

we gave them. We hope
back again next year.

they

will be

“By that time, maybe we'll have a
new code to reject. We Allied boys
are

Cat and the

Ralph Morgan — “Geronimo.”
Patricia Moriscn — Co-star
Canary.”

with

Milland

in

Alan

and

Akim

Tamiroff

Ray

“White

Mowbray — ’’The Double-Dyed

De-

Flame.”
J. Carrol Naish — “Beau Geste.”
Robert Newton — “Jamaica Inn.”
ceiver.”
Lloyd Nolan — Star in “Emergency
O’Brien

—

Co-star

with

Olympe

Bradna in “Happy Ending.”
Donald O’Connor — “Beau Geste.”
Squad.”
Maureen O’Hara — “Jamaica Inn.”
Lynne Overman — “South of Samoa.”
Elizabeth Patterson — “The Cat and the
Preston — Co-star

Lamour in “South
Canary.”
in “Beau Geste.”

with

of Samoa.”

Dorothy
Featured

Martha Raye — Star in “The Farmer’s
Daughter.” Co-star with Joe E. Brown in
“$1,000 a Touchdown.”
Gale Sondergaard — “The Double-Dyed
Deceiver” and “The Cat and the Canary.”
Lionel Stander — “What a Life.”
Barbara Stanwyck — Star in “Remember

Nydia

Westman — “The

Cat

and

De-

the Ca-

sage.”
ceiver.”
Emlyn Williams — “Jamaica Inn.”
Roland Young — “Happy Landing.”
George Zucco— “The Cat and the
nary.”

Ca-

opened.

"The
distributor representatives
should not feel badly. They had a nice
ride on the train as well as the ride

sure

Montgomery — “The

Chief Thundercloud — “Geronimo.”
Minor Watson — “The Double-Dyed

" Statement1 "

out

Douglass

on

Stephenson — “Beau Geste.”
theJames
Night.”
George E. Stone — “Happy Landing.”
Akim Tamiroff — Star in “The Way of
All Flesh.” Featured in “Disputed Pas-

Minneapolis — In the gag sheet turned out for purposes of fun at the Allied

convention

dard in “The Cat and the Canary.” Featured in “The Road to Singapore.”
Hedda Hopper — “What a Life.”
John Howard — Featured in “Disputed
Passage. Also appearing in “What a Life.”
Allan Jones — Star in “Victor Herbert.”
Also in “Are Husbands Necessary?”
Dorothy Lamour — Co-star with Robert

rules

Madeleine

Ray Milland — Co-star with Ellen Drew
in “French Without Tears,” and with
sary?”
Patricia Morison and Akim Tamiroff in

with
Margaret
Fairbanks jr. in

Gardiner — '“Happy Landing.”
Goddard — Co-star with Bob

honor

Robert

Carroll in “Safari.”
sary?”
Osa Masson — “Are

Failed.”

Reginald
Paulette

of an

Pat

Janice Logan — “What a Life.”
Ida Lupino — “The Light That Failed.”
Fred MacMurray — Co-star with Madeleine Carroll in “Are Husbands Neces-

“Ruler of the Seas.”
Betty Field — Co-star with Jackie Cooper in “Seventeen” and “What a Life.”
Preston Foster — Featured in “Ger-

of the Seas.”

and

the practice of creating precedent by "taking up one thing at a time — to act
cases when violations appear and thus create a broad body of rules."

Geste.”in “Diamonds Are Dangerous.”
Brent
Thomas
Mitchell — “The Light That

“Ruler

a particular plan conbe expected to deter-

dream of" it would be impossible to define in advance
may do. He defended, as an alternative to such a body,

ceiver.”
Douglas Fairbanks fr. — Co-star with
Margaret Lockwood and Will Fyffe in

onimo.”
Will Fyffe — Co-star
Lockwood and Douglas

in anti-trust
party to the

mine in advance that the business plan constitutes an offense?" Marshall queried.
“Certainly," he maintained, “the effect of the consent decree is not to eliminate
restraint of trade. It rather adopts and places in effect the same original restraint of
trade, but directs it as the department of justice, for what legal reason I cannot

“Ruler

in “Beau Geste.”
with Betty Field

determine in advance whether
the businessman or his lawyer

legal justifigeneral, be-

cute."

Charges Warner Picture
nary.”
Infringed
on Story
New

York — Milton

Herbert

Gropper

has

filed a federal court action against Warners charging infringement of his story
“Ex-Racketeer,” in “Alcatraz Island.”
He seeks an injunction, accounting
profits, and damages.

of
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YOU'VE ASKED FOR NEW FACES . . . AND P
The two young hopefuls selected through Jesse L. Lasky's
thirteen -week, nation-wide radio search for new screen |
talent ... in a picture made from a book that rips and
blasts with the teeth of its rugged drama as it heals and
charms with the warmth of its young romance !
PHIL STONG S

side down for the world premiere of Iowa's own story]
the service clubs, and all other civic groups art
Hollywood delegation arriving on special Rock Islam
ball at the Drake University football stadium . . . t<
second “Gateway To Hollywood " series ... to takt
most glamorously full weekend the Middle IVesi
hear

all about

what's

going

on . . . and

YOUR

folki

s

Al

Wv

IRE THEY A

. They’re turning the state of Iowa up The Des Moines

Register

■ning out en masse

and Tribune ,

to welcome

a big

in ... to attend the mammoth movie
2 and hear the final broadcast of the
rt in all the excitement planned for the
2r experienced! . . . YOUR TOWN
will
I want to see the picture , too!

Para. Second Quarter

New York — Second quarter earnings of
Paramount Pictures, Inc., are running substantially ahead of the same period last
year, declared President Barney Balaban in his report delivered at the annual
stockholders’ meeting. He estimated the
present position of the company as “good,”
with its credit rating “extremely high,” in
the opinion of leading banking and financial interests.
Early retirement of the entire six per
cent debentures was forecast by Balaban,
who stated that of the six per cent bonds
originally outstanding, only $1,939,000 remain. Arrangements are being made
through a term loan of three and a half
per cent bonds to call these remaining
sixes.
Following Balaban’s comments, the present board of 16 directors were unanimously
re-elected. They are: Neil F. Agnew,
Barney Balaban, Stephen Callaghan, Y.
Frank Freeman, Harvey D. Gibson, A. Conger Goodyear, Stanton Griffis, Duncan G.
Harris, John D. Hertz. John W. Hicks jr„
Austin C. Keough, Earl I. McClintock,
Maurice Newton, E. V. Richards, Edwin
I. Weisl and Adolph Zukor.
A total of 4,175,597 votes were cast by
proxy representing over 70 per cent of the
shareholders.
If business conditions warrant it, Balaban said, an additional dividend will be
paid at the end of the quarter to common
stockholders. He pointed out earnings for
the first quarter in 1939 were $1,300,000
against $838,000 for the same period last
year and a dividend was declared for common stockholders, payable July 15, last.
During a period of questioning from the
floor, Balaban revealed that none of the
Paramount operating theatre units are
functioning at a loss. Approximately half
of the $4,105,675 profit reported for the
year

ended 1938 came from theatre receipts, he said.
The theatre end was more profitable
for the company, Balaban declared, but he

added
ably.

the studio

is now

FOR

operating

profit-

SALE

One Code
Brand

New

12 Months
in Making!
Apply

WM.
It Brought

RODGERS
Chuckles —

Simulation of advertising copy which
appeared in the phonied first page of
the Minneapolis Star and distributed
at the Allied banquet in that city.
16

"Meets'7

The Allied Board

Earnings Are Up

Minneapolis — All in a spirit of fun, of
course, was that fictional account of a

Samuelson: My point is this. If we approve the pact, maybe the MPTOA
will

typical meeting of Allied’s board of directors in a very free reproduction of the

reject it and then we'll be back where we
started and we can have some more conferences. I love conferences.
Cole: Not a bad idea, but it will take
money. Blum, how much money have we
in the treasury?

first page of the Minneapolis Star distributed at the dinner which wound up the
national convention here. Slightly deleted
for general consumption, the account ran :
Cole : Tire board will come to order.
Samuelson : Colonel, I want to protest
against . . .
Cole : Shut up. You’re not still president.
Samuelson-. Well, why didn’t somebody
tell me?
Cole\ The meeting will come to order.
Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?
Rosenberg-. Colonel, I have an idea for
a good law.
Cole\ If it’s a good law, we’re not interested. However, we’ll listen.
Rosenberg : I propose a law which would
require the distributors to pay us a flat
rate for playing B pictures.
Cole: The law sounds all right, but I’m
afraid the producers would start making
nothing but A product and then what the
hell would we have to beef about?
Maertz: I think you got something
there. I move we have Senator Neely draw
up a drastic bill of some kind and we’ll
approve it. After all Neely is not doing
much now and he might as well earn his
salary.
Cole: Men, let’s get down to cases.
Steffes: Good, I have a couple of cases
in my room.
Kirsch : Yes, I tasted some of it and it
stinks.
Cole: What are we going to do about
the trade practices. The trade paper boys
have to have something to write about.
Samuelson: I move we approve the code
100 per cent.
Cole: Sidney, are you feeling well?

Television Is Projected
Clearly on Big Screen
(Continued

from

page

8)

angles

with which the program was telecast; these being confined to close-up and
long-range views, without any regard for
“mixing.”
These three factors, once overcome,
could make the difference between fair
visual definition and the brand of photography common in film studios. And since
the Baird demonstration was confined to
receiving and projecting a program simply
as others sent it, there can be no criticism
of the receiving apparatus.
Because, in every respect save those
mentioned, the Baird large screen show
was excellent. When the essential sending
elements were properly fused, images were
brilliant. Elasticity of the sending camera
demonstrated that from one to four persons’ movements can be followed without
any loss of definition. A variety program
consisted of songs by Cobina Wright jr.,
an interpretive dance by two women and a
man, a sophisticated bit by a pair of night
club entertainers, songs by a male quartet,
a reel called Tele-Topics showing an outdoor baseball game and other bits and a
dramatic sketch.
A very substantial

clue as to why

big ad-

Blum: I am glad to report that we are
out of the red and into the black.
Cole: Good. I suggest we buy you a
cigar for your

good

work.

Blum: If you buy a cigar, we’ll be in the
red again.
Cole: Then
another bill?
sor.Blum:

Not

we

can’t afford

to sponsor

unless we bill another

spon-

Steffes: Colonel, I object to wisecracks.
Cole: You’re out of order, Steffes.
Steffes: My stomach is, but I’m all right.
Cole: We’ve been here long enough.
What shall we tell the trade press as to
what took place.
Yamins: Tell them that Allied will fight
on for justice.
Cole: Nuts. We said that last time.
Yamins: How about telling them we
have a new slogan: “Divided we stand,
united we fall.” That sound controversial
enough.
Samuelson:

That’s

kind of cute.

Cole: All right. I’ll entertain
to adjourn.

a motion

Steffes: That’s the first time you’ve ever
offered to entertain.
Cole: You stay after school.
and give our yell.
Directors:

Let’s rise

Kick ’em in the ankles,
Knock ’em in the jaw,
We

want

the Neely Bill,

Rah-rah-rah.

No Edmund

Grainger

Plan

To Join Republic Staff
New York — Edmund Grainger, Universal associate producer who resigned over
the weekend, will not join Republic, despite reports by a columnist in a local
tabloid. He is on a six-week vacation and
already has lined up a deal with another
company, it is stated.
James R. Grainger, father of the associate producer and president of Republic,
is on a tour of the company’s Albany, Buffalo and Detroit exchanges which have
been turned back by franchise holders and
are now being operated by the home office. In Albany and Buffalo, Jack Bellman met him and in Detroit, Max Roth
conferred with Grainger.
vertisers will ultimately

get excited

about

television and make it commercially successful was one of the bits in the TeleTopics reel. This consisted mostly of two
attractive girls demonstrating a new game,
inspired by the sport of fencing, which has
been imported and is now available at a
local sporting goods store. No other advertising medium existing could hope to
do for that game’s sponsor what that bit
would accomplish if a substantial public
had television receivers.
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14 OF 60 FROM RKO ARE IN THE TOP BRACKET;
TWO DOWN AT 40%; SIX EACH AT 35 AND 30
Eight From Morros
On RKO List

Program Upped by Six
Over Current List;
New

Pair of Specials
By

LEONARD

York — Boris Morros

will produce

eight for RKO
next season, he told
BOXOFFICE
on his arrival from the

WEISBERG

coast. The first, "The Flying Deuces,"
will go into production July 10, he added. Morros was here for a few days

Rye, N, Y. — RKO
will have 14 top
bracket pictures for 1939-40. This is exclusive of “Pinocchio,” the second Walt
Disney feature cartoon, and 'The Ramparts We Watch,” the initial March of
Time feature, both of which will be sold
separately.
The breakdown on percentages is as
follows: There will be two in the 40 per
cent bracket to be chosen from among

ing personalities.

“The Hunchback of Notre Dame,” “The
American Way,” “Abe Lincoln in Illinois”
and one other. There will be six at 35

Erich Pommer, Laughton’s associate in
Mayflower Films in England, and who accompanies the actor-producer to Hollywood. Max Gordon, who will produce and

per cent and
classification.

as many

Percenters

in the 30 per cent
Increased

Officially, the company did not designate any pictures in the 40 per cent group
for 1938-39. The current season saw but
four at 35 per cent while there were six
down at 30 per cent. The balance of
next season’s schedule of 52, exclusive of
the 14 mentioned, will be broken down
among division managers. Undoubtedly
there

will be a group at 25 per cent, although the number is undecided and is to
be left to the discretion of men in the field.
These men also will determine the number of flat rentals for each situation.
In announcing 60 features, including six
westerns and two specials, RKO increases
the new program by six over the current
season. Titles for 38 pictures, including
the Disney and March of Time features
were detailed to the more than 350 men
who

gathered at the Westchester Country Club, amid the roiling lawns and towering maples of Rye, hard by Long Island sound. The conclave lasted three
days.
Many

Promotions

Numerous promotions were made in the
domestic and foreign forces. In the United States, 24 men were advanced. Jules
Levy, general sales manager, informed
delegates the company had sold 87 per
cent of its possibilities during the current
season, which represented an increase
over last year. Jack Ellis of New York,
F. G. Ross of Boston, W. Canelli of New
Haven and Harry Kahn of Washington
were awarded gold buttons and cash
prizes for selling 100 per cent of their
possibilities.
On Monday, the opening day’s session,
George J. Schaefer, president, thanked the
men for their loyalty during his six
months in office and predicted the organization would move forward rapidly. Levy
then went into a detailed account of the
new program. The afternoon was occupied largely with the introduction of visitBOXOFFICE
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conferring

will star

with

in

Jacques

“The

Grinieff.

Charles

Laughton,

Hunchback

of

who
Notre

Dame,” was on hand and recited Lincoln’s
Gettysburg address, which stirred the audience to cheers. He was followed by

direct “Abe Lincoln in Illinois,” thanked
Laughton for the “Lincoln” plug. Gordon, with Harry Goetz, will produce “Lincoln” and “The American Way.” Goetz
made a brief speech and referred to Gordon’s long succession of hits on Broadway. He said that in investment, vision
and appeal
were among
year.
W.

the two Gordon-Goetz
the greatest properties

"Time”

G. Van

Feature

Schmus,

shows
of the

Outlined

director

of Radio

City Music Hall, congratulated the company on its forward stride and joined in
expressing his gratefulness for an association with RKO. Louis de Rochemont, production executive of March of Time, gave
an informative talk on his product and
then turned over the rostrum to Major
George Fielding Eliot, who related the
highlights of the story from which March
of Time will produce “The Ramparts We
Watch.” Charles Casanave of National
Screen Accessories was another speaker.
Quite a stir was created in the manner
in which delegates were informed of^tlie
distribution of “Pinocchio.” It was at the

Disney Feature Release
Contract Is Signed
At Convention
occhio”
will be released
mas holidays.

around

the Christ-

Tuesday morning’s session was given
over largely to sales policies. A. A. Schubart, in charge of exchange operations,
discussed the code in the afternoon. Business meetings wound up Wednesday with
individual branch and district managers
completing unfinished details carried over
from the previous days. The conclave
terminated Thursday in grand style with
the entire force guests of Pathe at a cocktail party at the Roumanian Pavilian at
the World’s Fair, followed by dinner at
the French Pavilian.
Donald

Duck

in 12 of 14

Of the 14 Disney shorts now in production, 12 will star Donald Duck, it was
stated.

Harold

Lloyd

will cut

his

production

tooth on “Chasing Rainbows.”
The short subject lineup of 94 is the
same number as this year.
The program will include:

“The Hunchback of Notre Dame,” from
the Victor Hugo literary classic, will star
Charles Laughton. Pandro Berman produces and William Dieterle directs from a
script by Bruno Frank.
“Abe Lincoln in Illinois,” the Pulitzer
prize-winmng play, will be adapted by its
author, Robert E. Sherwood. Raymond
Massey, who starred in the stage version,
will play the title role. John Cromwell
directs for Co-Producers Max Gordon and
Harry Goetz.
Stage

Hit Listed

“The American Way,” another GordonGoetz production, is being adapted from
the Broadway success by George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart, with Kaufman slated
to direct.

“Vigil in the

very

closing moments of Monday’s session that Ned E. Depinet, vice-president
in charge of distribution, mentioned rather

Night,” from a story by
A. J. Cronin, who authored “The Citadel,”
will star Carole Lombard. George Stevens

discouragingly that he had been unsuccessful in coming to terms with the Disney
organization. At that point he observed
that since he had been losing sleep for
the past three months over the deal he
figured he had nothing to lose by making
another attempt at it. Thereupon, he

doubles up as producer-director,
man Krasna scripting.

singled out Roy Disney and in rather unenthusiastic terms asked him if he would
sign a contract. Disney merely replied,
in equally unenthusiastic terms, that he
would affix his signature to a contract if
such a document was within reach.
Since it was all planned, the contract
was produced, the necessary signatures
affixed and, to hear observers relate the
incident, it caused nothing less than wild
commotion.
Almost

two

years

in the making,

“Pin-

with

Nor-

“Allegheny Frontier,” based on Neil
Swanson’s “The First Rebel,” will be directed by William Seiter. P. J. Wolfson
produces
Trevor

and scripts, with the cast including Bob Burns, John Wayne, Claire
and Sir Cedric Hardwicke.

“Ivanhoe,” Sir Walter Scott’s novel, is
being prepared and will star an unannounced important male player.
The

Play’s the Thing Productions, recently formed by Gene Towne and Graham
Baker, will produce four for RKO release,
including
Fenimore

“The Deerslayer,” from the James
Cooper story; “Swiss Family Robinson,” by Johann David Wyss; “African
Intrigue,” adventure story by Alfred Bat(Continued on page 24)
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Not

ishbone Product, but

b
k
c
a
b
Every Single One of These Giant Attractions
Is Already Finished or Actually in Work!

►

You can’t put ‘sehmoos ' on the screen! The facts —
not the fancy talk — tell you which company can
bring you the profit you deserve. So put it up to
the record! You’ll be convinced fairly and squarely
that the institution really delivering, and ready to
continue to deliver more and bigger profits than

any other anywhere

is WARNER

BROS.

I
u

(Paul Muni, Bette Davis, Brian Aherne,
John Garfield, Donald Crisp, Gale Sondergaard,
Gilbert Roland)
(John Garfield, the 'Four Daughters - Priscilla Lane,
Rosemary Lane, Lola Lane and Gale Page — Claude
Rains, Jeffrey Lynn, Fay Bainter, Donald Crisp,
May Robson, Frank McHugh, Dick Foran)

EACH DAWN
(James Cagney, George
George Bancroft)

(Bette Davis, Miriam

I DIE
Raft, Jane

The OLD

Bryan,

Hopkins, George

Brent)

(Vera Zorina, Eddie Albert, James Gleason,
Frank McHugh, Alan Hale. From the
Rodgers and Hart stage hit)

HELL'S KITCHEN

INDIANAPOLIS
SPEEDWAY

("Dead End" Kids, Ronald Reagan,
Margaret Lindsay, Stanley Fields)

(Pat O'Brien, Ann Sheridan, John Payne,
Gale Page, Frank McHugh)

(Bette Davis, Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland,
Vincent Price, Alan Hale, Donald Crisp)

(John Garfield, Priscilla Lane, Henry Armetta,
Alan Hale, Billy Hallop, Bobby Jordan,
Allen Jenkins, Charley Grapewin)
( Dead

End ' Kids, Ann Sheridan, Ronald

Reagan)
(Joel McCrea, Brenda

(Gloria Dickson, Dennis Morgan,

NAUGHTY

Marshall, Jeffrey Lynn,
Frank McHugh)

Marie Wilson)

The Story of DR. EHRLICH

BUT NICE

(Ann Sheridan, Dick Powell, Gale Page,
Helen Broderick, Ronald Reagan, Allen Jenkins,
Zasu Pitts, Maxie Rosenbloom)

A CHILD IS BORN
(Geraldine Fitzgerald, Jeffrey Lynn,
Gladys George, Johnnie Davis, Gale Page)

(Errol Flynn)

Bum
(Edward

(James

Cagney.

G. Robinson)

The DEAD END KIDS
at MILITARY SCHOOL
JACK L. WARNER

Story by Mark

Hellinger)

ALL THIS,

AND HEAVEN, TOO
(From the best-seller sensation. Starring Bette Davis
George Brent heads tremendous support)

In Charge of Production * HAL B. WALLIS eH»tm Mic«

Total of 60 From

RKO,

Promoled Field Men

With

Cheered at Parley

14 Set for the Top Bracket
(Continued

from

page

21)

“Three

son, and “Tom Brown’s School Days.”
Towne will act as producer for the quartet,
with Baker writing the script for at least
two of them.
“Nurse Edith Cavell” will star Anna Neagle as the World War heroine, with Herbert
Wilcox producing and directing from a
script by Michael Hogan. In support of
Miss Neagle will be Edna Mae Oliver, May
Robson, Zasu Pitts, H. B. Warner, Sophie
Stewart and George Sanders. Wilcox will
make two other films in England, one on
the life of Lord Kitchener, British army
officer and hero of Khartoum, the other
on the life of Marie Lloyd, British musical
hall favorite of a decade ago.
Howard

Film Abroad

“The Man Who Lost Himself,” by H.
Vere Stackpole, will be made in England with Leslie Howard as star, co-producer and co-director. Howard will make
a second film for RKO in the same capacities for the 1939-40 program.

De

“Parts Unknown,” from a novel by
Frances Parkinson Keyes, will be scripted by P. J. Wolfson for Producer-Director
George Stevens.
“Chasing Rainbows”
Harold Lloyd.

will be produced

by

“The Flying Deuces,” with Laurel and
Hardy, will be directed by Edward Sutherland for Producer Boris Morros.
“Meet Dr. Christian” is the first of a
series of three from the radio dramatization to be made by Stephens-Lang Productions, with Jean Hersholt essaying the
title role.
“Passport to Life,” starring Cary Grant,
will be directed by Garson Kanin.
Gregory LaCava will produce and direct
one production.
Two
Leo McCarey
films, one
derson.

From

McCarey

will produce

to be written

and direct two

by Maxwell

An-

Ginger

Rogers is set for two untitled productions, and Douglas Fairbanks jr. also
is to be starred on the new schedule.
“Father Damien,” from a biography of
the martyred priest written by John Farrow, will be produced by Robert Sisk. Farrow directs from a script by John Twist.
Bobby Breen is down
ser productions.

for two

Sol Les-

Sons,” another Robert Sisk production, will star Edward Ellis. The boy

and girl finalists in the second "Gateway to Hollywood” talent search will be
featured.
“The Day the Bookies Wept,” from the
Daniel Fuchs story serialized in Collier's,
will star Joe Penner. Les Goodwins directs from a screenplay by Bert Granet,
with Robert Sisk producing.
“Cross-Country Romance” has Lucille
Ball and James Ellison in top roles, with
Cliff Reid producing.
“Child of Divorce,” based on a Broadway success by Leopold L. Atlas, has Anne
Shirley in the title role and Robert Sisk
as producer.
“Distant Fields,” the S. K. Laurens
stage play, has Barbara Read and John
Archer in the leads and Robert Sisk as
producer.
“Men Against the Sky”
duced by Robert Sisk.

will be

pro-

Also slated for production are: “Ask No
Returns,” by Fanya Ross, Cliff Reid producing: “Silver City,” Robert Sisk producer: “Sued for Libel,” Cliff Reid produces from an original by Wolfe Kaufman,
with Jerry Cady on the script; “Little
Orvie,” from Booth Tarkington’s novel,
with script by Adele Comandini; “Sunset,”
Cliff Reid production starring Tim Holt,
and a series of three based on Clarence
Budington Kelland’s “Scattergood
to star Guy Kibbee.
The Shorts Lineup

Baines,”

The total of 198 shorts, which includes
104 issues of RKO Pathe News, breaks
down into the following:
An

undetermined number of Walt Disney cartoons and March of Time subjects.
Twenty-four two-reel comedies, divided

into four groups, produced under the supervision of Bert Gilroy. The designations
of the series will be Edgar Kennedy, Leon
Errol, Ray Whitley and Radio Flash. There
will be six films in each of the first two
brackets, four in the third, and eight in
the final one. Directors will be Lou Brock,
Charles Roberts and Harry D’Arcy.
Thirteen Sportscopes. 13 Reelisms, a tworeeler on the Dionne Quintuplets, and a
series around the “Information,
radio program.
“Five Times Five” will be the

Please”
title of

“Reno,” starring Richard Dix, will be
produced by Robert Sisk from a screenplay

the Quintuplets’ short with Alexander
Woollcott as narrator. Release is set for
early in July.

by John Twist. Dix also will star in “Marines in the Air.”
“The Saint’s Vacation” and “The Saint
Overboard,” both by Leslie Charteris, will
star George Sanders.

The initial number of the “Information,
Please” series will feature Rex Stout, novelist: Franklin P. Adams, columnist; John
Kieran, sports writer, and Oscar Levant,
musicologist. Clifton Fadiman, who acts

“Full Confession” will star Victor McLaglen, with Robert Sisk producing, John
Farrow directing and Joseph Calleia and
Sally Eilers featured.

as poser of puzzlers and master of ceremonies on the weekly radio programs, will
fill the same role on the screen. The
shorts will be released monthly, starting
in September.

“Anne

of Windy Poplars,” by L. M. Montgomery, will star Anne Shirley under the
direction of George Nicholls jr. Michael
Kanin will script for Producer Cliff Reid.
“Village Scandal,” from an original by
George Allen England adapted by A. C.
Edington, will star Edward
ture Barbara Read. Robert

24

Ellis and feaSisk produces.

Sportscopes titles are “Hedgehoppers,”
“Sky Sailors,” “Double Barrel,” “Ice Cutters,” “Wild Wings,” “Winter Playground,”
“Deep Sea Game,” “Down Your Alley,”
“High Adventure,” “All Star Cast,” “Bird
in the Bush,” “Court Favorites” and
“Roughing It.”

Rye, N. Y. — Introduction of the field
men who were promoted since last year
was made by Jules Levy, general sales
manager, at the RKO convention. He also
presented 24 newly appointed salesmen
and student salesmen.
Appointment of two district managers
and five branch managers in addition to
the numerous field promotions made from
within the ranks highlighted the personnel changes.
The promotions follow:
H. M. Lyons, from manager of Atlanta
to southeastern district manager; S. M.
Sachs, from manager Dallas to southwestern district manager; J. B. Brecheen, from
office manager Dallas to manager Charlotte, then to manager at Atlanta; N. J.
Colquhoun, salesman in Memphis to
branch manager, Charlotte; C. J. Dressed, salesman in Minneapolis to branch
manager, Omaha; H. F. Taylor, salesman in Toronto to branch manager, Calbranch

gary; R. V. Nolan, salesman
manager, St. Louis.

in Chicago

to

Also, M. Kassel, office manager to
salesman, Chicago; W. Canelli, office manager to salesman, New Haven; A. T. Mabey, assistant booker to salesman. Salt
Lake City; A. W. Baron, ad sales manager to salesman, Salt Lake City; J. McPherson, booker to salesman, Calgary;
S. S. McFadden, booker to salesman, Portland; L. L. Goldsmith, office manager to
salesman, Seattle; V. H. Adams, public
relations representative to salesman, Dallas; C. J. Wheeler, booker to salesman,
Dallas; R. V. Reagin, booker to salesman,
Memphis; Edwin C. Stengel, student salesman at Chicago, to salesman at Minneapolis; T. C. Cox, booker from Atlanta to
salesman, New Orleans.
The newly appointed salesmen include
H. H. Wright, Atlanta; F. W. Gebhardt,
Charlotte; R. Williams, Cincinnati; J.
Lawrence, Cleveland; P. Fine, Des Moines;
P. J. Fortune, Indianapolis; Gover Wray,
Memphis; F. E. Abelson, Minneapolis; S.
Chesnutt, Oklahoma City; S. N. Yeager,
J. Rosenberg and R. G. Olson, Omaha;
J. P. Lefko, Pittsburgh; G. Davidson, Salt
Lake City; C. J. Crowley, San Francisco;
H. B. Miller, Montreal; S. H. Decker, Toronto; Leon A. Herman, Albany; M. E.
Cohen and Lou Padolf, Detroit.
Student salesmen assigned to RKO Radio exchanges include J. P. Smith, Boston;
R. T. Renz, Buffalo; and Lou Fink, Los
Angeles.
J. Wangberg has stepped up from office manager, Kansas City, to home office
representative.

Federal Ban on One
New

York — A jury before Federal

Judge

Edward A. Conger has decided “Science of
Mankind,” also known as “Mysteries of
Sex,” is too obscene to be shown in the
United States and ordered the film destroyed. Jewel claimed it to be a scientific film and worthy of exhibition.
BOXOFFICE
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Brilain Takes Harsh
Stand on Industry
New

York — Asserting the British government has apparently reversed its traditional policy of trying to help the industry, Ralph Hanbury, managing director
of RKO Radio Pictures, Ltd., of England,
declares the government is trying to destroy it through increased import duties
and excise taxes on film stock.
Hanbury refers to the budget bill now
before Parliament from which the chancellor of the exchequer plans to raise an
additional $5,000,000 in levies from the industry. He points out the chancellor of
the exchequer obtains annually $30,000,000
from existing industry taxes.
According to Hanbury, if the new tax
measure is included in the budget law, it
will virtually preclude further production
of British films on a voluntary basis, as
apart from quota production, and will put
a stop to production and distribution of
newsreels, educational films and sub-standard films.
It will also prevent the processing of
color films, he states, and close the recently established British color laboratories. Color printing, and all printing for
re-export, on which British laboratories are
largely dependent, will have to be done
out of the country, Hanbury claims.
Reduction of the number of films imported into England which would automatically diminish the number produced
for quota purposes is very probable, Hanbury feels. This would cause increasing unemployment in the studios and a further
curtailing of the already inadequate supply
of pictures.
On the latter score, Hanbury maintains
exhibitors are already faced with a serious film shortage in competitive areas and
a curtailment of product will mean many
theatres would have to close. During the
past

quota year, 639 features were registered for distribution, a decrease over
previous years.
The industry, Hanbury is happy to say,
is united as never before in opposition to
the proposed tax measures.
Hanbury sees the taxes as a threat to
American distribution in Great Britain.
He

asserts American films are being attacked on three sides, likening the excise
tax and increased import duties to added
flank attacks to the already direct frontal
assault of the present quota law, which
in its first year of operation diverted some
$10,000,000 of American film rentals to
British production.

International
For ",Second

Fiddle"

ing of “Second Fiddle” over NBC’s Blue
network in the United States and affiliated foreign stations on June 26 from 8:30
to 9:30 p. m. The program will be picked
up from Oslo, London, Buenos Aires, New
York and Hollywood and will present stars
of the film as well as 20th Century-Fox
production executives.
:: June

24, 1939

Laiin-America Hurt

New York — Early ratification of the 20year agreement between Hoyts and Greater
Union Theatre circuit of Australia is expected as Norman Bede Rydge, chairman
of the board of GUT, headed for home
with the “understanding” in his pocket
for approval by the board of GUT.
Similar action by Hoyts’ board of directors will have to wait until Charles E.
Munro,

managing director, arrives in Australia. Munro, who is in New York at
present, does not plan to leave until July.
Rydge, who sailed from Los Angeles on
the Mariposa June 21, climaxed his threemonth stay here when he obtained the
agreement for the amalgamation of the
circuits. As far as can be disclosed, the
“understanding” provides for the resumption of the General Theatres Corp. setup,
a booking organization jointly used by
Hoyts and GUT until two years ago.
The

merger

brings

together

in one

or-

ganization some 120 Hoyts’ houses and 60
operated by GUT.
It is understood the
product of all companies will be available
for the new combination and it will now
be possible, it is claimed, to play top pictures at the best houses insuring maximum returns.
Observers see as an indirect result of
the merger a gradual decrease of the cancellation privilege which is now fixed at 25
per cent by New South Wales.

Industry’s Fate in Spain
Still a Question Mark
New

York — Franco’s Spanish government is still undecided on what policy it
will pursue in regard to the industry,
states

Reginald Armour, continental European manager for RKO.
In the meantime, he says, RKO
has
placed Antonio Blanco in charge of the
main office in Barcelona and reorganized
nine other branches throughout Spain.
According to Armour, RKO is now distributing its 1936-37 product there but
the method by which money can be taken
out of the
termined.

country

has

yet

to

be

de-

A similar situation exists in what once
was Czechoslovakia. He reports that the
companies are operating there but have
no way of taking out the money. Armour
expects the offices to be confiscated, which
is what happened in Austria.
He sees little in the Italian situation
which might portend the reopening of
negotiations.

Comedy of Errors,
1939 Style

Broadcast

New York — Claimed to be the first
broadcast of its kind ever lined up for the
exploitation of a film, arrangements have
been completed for an international air-

BOXOFFICE

Expect an Early Accord
Between Hoyts and GUT

Hollywood — Bob
door

Hope

opened

the

By Multiple Bills
New York — The growing practice of
showing multiple programs in a number of
the Latin-American countries is crippling
the market, asserts Stuart E. Dunlap,
M-G-M’s
America.

general

manager

for

South

According to Dunlap, whose territory
covers Argentine, Brazil, Chile, Peru and
Uruguay, programs in subsequent runs
consist of three to five features. In the
evening, he says, one can see three fulllength films for the customary admission
price and for the afternoon show, patrons
can sit through five features if they can
stand it.
Brazil is the only country where a maximum of two features at each show has
been fixed by law. While first runs in
other countries operate under a dual bill
policy,
Dunlap
zil are single.
In

a

reveals, first runs

general

appraisal

of

in Bra-

conditions

there, it is Dunlap's observation that exhibition and distribution methods are antiquated and could stand considerable improvement.
Dunlap also believes the novelty of Spanish dialogue pictures has worn off and they
will now have to merit if they are to be
considered a competitive factor. He admits locally-made pictures are strongly
booked in subsequent spots, but that in
some cases bookings have fallen off.
Of all the countries, Dunlap singles out
Brazil as the one which is growing the
fastest and has the greatest potentialities.
One of the advantages of the market is
that Portuguese is the principal language
and American films need not fear any
native competition. As for production in
Argentine, he estimates some 50 pictures
will be made this year which is a slight
increase over 1938.

War

in China

Market

Has Tolled

by 40 Per Cent

New York — War in China has impaired
the market by 40 per cent, reports Leon
Britton, RKO’s manager in the Far East
who arrived on the Normandie to attend
the annual sales convention.
Most of the business is confined to the
coastal cities, he relates. Disruption of the
transportation system in the interior has
made

shipping of prints a hazardous venture, Britton says.
Despite the conflict, there has been
considerable theatre construction. Three
theatres have been built within the past
four months in Shanghai and others are
being constructed in outlying spots of the
International Settlement.

ol his dog kennel and was greatly startled to find his Great Dane

missing. Hope found footprints, had
plaster casts made of them and vowed
to find the thief.
Later
wedged
he had
Except
turned

that
in a

day

the

nearby

was

found

tool-shed,

dog

where

been stuck all night. That's all.
that the plaster cast footprints
out

to be

Hope's.

Stone Film Library Sues
De Luxe Laboratories
New York — The Stone Film Library has
filed a
$52,400 supreme court action
against De Luxe Laboratories, charging
illegal retention of ten master positives
and negatives given to the laboratory in
1936 for developing prints.
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'THE SUN NEVER

SETS... at Radio City Music HalL.is a

list!"'

"On the recommended

starring

DOUGLAS

FAIRBANKS

Jr. iRATHBONE

IT'S NEVER SUMMER IN A
A GOOD PICTURE ! . . . PLAY
HITS NOW! . . . They Never
.. p

By Arrangement

GILBERT

&

in TECHNICOLOE

handsome
..N. Y. EVENING

and stupendous production "ny daily mirroi
SUN

VIRGINIA FIELD . LIONEL ATWILL
j BARBARA O'NEIL • C. AUBREY
SMITH . MELVILLE COOPER

Screenplay by W. P. LIPSCOMB • Original
story by Jerry Horwin & Arthur Fitz-Richard
Produced and Directed by

ROWLAND

V. LEE

THEATRE THAT'S PLAYING
THESE TWO BIG UNIVERSAL
Heard

of a

Th ermometer
*3 X

,

ith Rupert D’Oyly Carte

SULLIVAN'S

with KENNY

BAKER • Jean Colin . Martyn Green • Sydney Granville

John Barclay and the D'OYLY CARTE CHORUS
and
Recorded by the LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTR
A a cast of hundreds
Adapted, Conducted

and Produced

by GEOFFREY

TOYE

• Directed by VICTOR

SCHERTZINGER
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Studios

Swing

More

Heavily

To Producer-Director
By IVAN

SPEAR

Hollywood — Daily assuming more imposing proportions as a major studio policy is the current trend toward signing
creative names on a producer-director
basis, in most cases giving one man virtually complete control over a pair of tasks
usually doled out to two — an associate producer and a director.
Most dopesters interpret the move as a

by which the studios are giving recognition to superior directorial talent without resorting to the necessity of overloading their rosters of producers and, additionally, without losing expert directorial
services. Too, some insiders feel the growing policy may be a repercussion from the

means

megaphonists’ oft-expressed discontent with their working status, as evidenced through the formation and militant activity of the Screen Directors Guild — which
seems within a stone's-throw of
only now its
desired closed shop.
attaining

film

In most cases, those holding producerdirector tickets are still classified as salaried employes, although in some instances
— where contractees share in financing —
they are on percentage deals.
Several studios seem to be blazing the
trail toward creating producer-director
man-power. In the past few weeks Universal has signed Ben Stoloff and Richard
Wallace, both connected exclusively with
directors heretofore. They join John M.
Stahl and Rowland V. Lee on the Universal
payroll, all on salary deals.
Columbia now boasts the

services

of

Wesley Ruggles, previously a producerdirector at Paramount, moving in on a
long-term contract. Reporting this summer on a one-picture deal will be Frank
Lloyd, who will both produce and wield
the megaphone on “The Tree of Liberty.”
Having just completed “Only Angels Have
Wings,” Howard Hawks has been signed
to produce and direct “The Front Page,”
re-make rights to which were acquired
from Howard Hughes. Frank Capra has
been with the company for several years
on a profit-sharing basis. Information
as to the financial arrangements made
with the others is meagre.
In two instances at Paramount directors
are being given a fling at making pictures
without benefit of associate producers,
working

only

under

the general,

but

not

close, supervision of William LeBaron, studio production head. Paul Sloane is under way with “Geronimo,” which he wrote
and on which he is functioning as both
producer and director. Andrew L. Stone,
in his first two Paramount starts, has
never worked with an associate director.
Additionally, the Paramount lineup includes Cecil B. DeMille and William A.
Wellman, both working under percentage
deals; while Frank Lloyd is well along on
“Ruler of the Seas” as his last for the
Marathon Street lot before transferring
to Columbia.
RKO
Radio executives have several
times
To

28

expressed

their intention

of expand-

ing the studio’s producer-director roster.
this end Leo McCarey, Gregory La-

Why

Deals

Minneapolis — Nicollet
conversation:

Cava and George Stevens have been
signed, all on a percentage basis. Along
a slightly different tangent, Leslie Howard will serve as a producer-director in
association with Walter Futter in an independent unit making pictures for RKO
Radio release.
Ernst Lubitsch will both produce and
direct under the new setup made with Sol
Lesser, who recently acquired a United
Artists release, the Lubitsch films to be
made under the banner of Ernst Lubitsch
Productions, Inc.
Twentieth Century-Fox has now signed
Wm. Anthony McGuire to a two-way ticket under which he will produce and write.
No directorial assignments are planned for
him, however. The same studio pays
Gregory Ratoff his weekly stpend on a
three-way deal as producer, writer and director; thus far Ratoff has confined his
activities to scripting and megaphoning.
Metro has a pair of dualers in Clarence
Brown and Robert Z. Leonard. Republic
dubs John H. Auer and George Nicholls jr.
as producer-directors.

More Visual Education
Is Aim of New Group
New

York — Wider use of visual education, the distribution of useful information and the development of better understanding among those engaged in the
non-theatrical field is the aim of the
newly

formed

Allied Non-Theatrical

Ass’n.
Tire organization

Montague Looked
So Well

plans to cooperate

Film
with

producers and exhibitors in avoiding situations competitive with the 35mm field,
since its members are said to be primarily
concerned with the development of 16mm
films in schools, shut-in institutions and
places where exhibition of the wider gauge
film is neither feasible nor practical.
Bertram Willoughby of Chicago is president. Other officers are: Harry Kapit
and William J. Hedwig of New York,

To

Abe

Montague:

Hotel

"You

look

lobby

swell.

Must have been Honolulu."
From Montague: "No. Just one swell
picture does all of this and more for

Fast Time Widespread
In New York Siale
Albany — With more than 95 per cent of
the state me."
observing daylight saving time
this year, the "beefing” of exhibitors has
reached a crescendo, film salesmen say.
Cities like Rochester, Syracuse, Binghamton, Elmira, Corning and Ogdensburg have
shifted to fast time, Ogdensburg making
the

change May 28, and Jamestown advancing the clocks an hour June 4. The
transfer of these cities from a standard
to a daylight saving time schedule has led
many neighboring towns and villages to
follow suit. Thus, there are 57 cities and

approximately 550 village communities observing fast time. Dunkirk, Olean and
Salamanca are the three cities holding out
against the new order. Ogdensburg will
drop summer time September 3, and
Jamestown on September 4. The others
will continue it until September 28.
Exhibitors uniformly dislike fast time
because it affects night business. It is
difficult, they declare, to draw patrons
while daylight prevails outside. The first
evening show is hit particularly hard. An
added complaint in cities near rural areas
and in towns even closer to such sections
is that farm customers arrive “an hour
late.” Farmers are irate. They complain
that chain stores, for instance, do not
accommodate schedules to theirs. Exhibitors in towns on daylight saving time
men.
squawk loud and long to exchange sales-

vice-presidents; Thomas J. Brandon, New
York, executive secretary; Harry Post,
New York, treasurer; and directors are
Laurence Saltzman, Bloomfield, N. J.; A. C.
Atkinson, Regina, Canada; H. T. Edwards,
New York, and J. H. Hoffberg, New York.

In an effort to please farmers, some of
them are setting back the first evening
show a half hour and running shorts or
newsreels three times. This keeps the
theatres open until at least 11:45, but
permits rural patrons arriving near 10
p. m., d.s.t., to see a full show. A late
closing hour on Saturday has become quite

Third Pennsylvania

general. The operators’ union often makes
an hour’s concession during the summer,
it is said.

Ordered

Review

lor " Ecstasy "

Philadelphia — “Ecstasy” will go through
the unusual procedure of being viewed a
third time by the state censors after having been banned twice.
That was decided by Common
Pleas
Judge

Otto R. Heiligman, after Sam Cummins, Eureka Productions, asked the
previous rulings be set aside. Cummins
sought to have a committee of three common pleas court judges review the picture themselves to prove it is not obscene,
but they turned down his request.
The court was told the picture was
previously disapproved in April, when there
was no real state censor.

July Bow

in Des Moines
lor " Career "

Planned

New York — Premiere of “Career” will
take place in Des Moines, in July, according to Barret McCormick,
RKO’s director
of advertising
and publicity.
McCormick is discussing promotion plans
with

Wrigley

executives,

sponsors

of the

“Gateway to Hollywood” radio program,
whose finalists, Alice Eden and John
Archer, star.
Since the film’s locale is in Iowa and
story is by an Iowan, Phil Stong, the idea is
to make

the opening

a real Hawkeye

festi-

val.
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N.Y. CRITICS PRAISE CLOUDS OVER EUROPE
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Screen Ploy
DIRECTED

by IAN DALRYMPLE
BY TIM
WHELAN

w

Hatometet
A Computation
Number

of What

of Runs

the Pictures Did in Their First Runs

Follows

Initials of Distributors.

PERCENTAGES

Back

Door

to Heaven

Blackwell's

(M-G-M)

Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Confessions
Spy

.

(Univ)

Only Angels

8

Return

High

(M-G-M)

Hotel Imperial (Para)
Hound

19

Missouri

Kid From

Texas

7

(M-G-M)

9

King of the Turf (UA)

G

Lady

6

the Mob

(Col)

Lady's From

Kentucky

Let Freedom

Ring (M-G-M)

Man

(Para)

Affair (RKO)

Lucky

of Conquest

(Rep)

on Danger

Madden

Square

(M-G-M)

13

12

Society Lawyer

(M-G-M)

Sorority House

(RKO)

G

Spirit of Culver

(Univ)

6

Graham

and

17

Irene

York (Mono)

7

Sudden

(Para)

7

Money

5

Girls Grow

Up

(Univ)

9

12 Crowded
Union

13
7

Take

Within
Women

14

Wuthering

12
24

Heights

6

(WB)
(UA)

Can't Get Away

Zenobia

7

(M-G-M)

in the Wind

Murder

8

(RKO)

All (20th-Fox)

the Law

16

You

Hours

Pacific (Para)

Winner

8

Say Die (Para)

6

Streets of New

Three Smart

Island

(20th-Fox)
Never

Kid

Tell No Tales (M-G-M)

5

Night (M-G-M)

Mr. Moto

(Col) 5

Castle (RKO)

(Para)

90 100 110 125 140

20

Story of Vernon

6

I'm From

75

at 100%.

14

Story of Alexander

5

World

(M-G-M)

Love

of the Cisco

Sergeant

11
11

11

Wonderful

and

Wings

Bell (20th-Fox)

villes (20th-Fox)

in BOXOFFICE.

Figured

Saint Strikes Back, The (RKO).... 6

of the Basker-

It's a

Have

(20th-Fox)

8

Next Door, The (Univ).. 6
Ride

Reports
Gross

5

Rose of Washington

(FN)

Theatre

PERCENTAGES

7

17
22

East Side of Heaven

Hardys

the Weekly

(Para)

of a Nazi

City (WB)

Family

From

Not Listed. Average

(20th-Fox)

Victory

Dodge

as Compiled

5 Runs

. . . one-third ol a nation . . .

(FN)

Dark

Centers

Than

90 100 110 125 140

5

the Boss (Col)

Serenade

Less

5

Island (FN)

Blondie Meets
Broadway

(Para)

75

in Principal

Pictures With

7
13

With

(WB)

9

(UA)

7
City

City
CITIES FROM WHICH AVERAGES
WERE COMPUTED: With comparative figures indicating the
cent) achieved by individual cities asCity
compiled from the first run records of each.
City

Pet.
Pet.
105

Denver

Boston

90

Charlotte

95

Detroit

95

Indianapolis

New

Haven

of average

Philadelphia
Pittsburgh

90

New

Orleans

95

Cincinnati

110

Kansas

City

105

New

York

90

Providence

Cleveland

100

Los Angeles

115

Oklahoma

95

Salt Lake

110

Omaha

. 130

Seattle

Chicago

Dallas

100

Milwaukee

City

business
(100 per

Pet.
90
100

Minneapolis

90

percentage

Portland,
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REPORT INDEPENDENT GROUPS BEHIND CODE;
CLEARANCE SET-UP IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
Min°r objections wai Be
To the Distributors

Charges Only Three Majors Are
Not Now Selling Coercively
New

York — UA, Columbia and Universal are not currently engaged in coercive selling, Paul Williams, special assistant to the attorney general and in charge

of the all-industry

anti-trust

suit, states

Ironed Out, According

jor producer or distributor or of any of its
subsidiaries or affiliates and with the
theatre in question: his connection or
relationship with any director, officer,
agent, employe, or partner of a major

in answer to the distributors’ demand for
a further bill of particulars. However, he
adds, all other companies are claimed to

producer

be “presently engaged in each of the
harsh, onerous and unfair trade practices

employe, or partner; and the competitive
conditions in the area where the theatre
in question is located.

referred to” in the petitioner’s paragraph 214.
The exact extent to which participation
or interest the major circuits have in the
operations of theatres “is not capable of
precise determination,” according to the
answer filed with Federal Judge William
O. Bondy. In using the term “exhibitordefendants” in sub-paragraph (a) in item
34 (c) of its bill, the petitioner intended
the use of the term “producer-exhibitordefendants,” the government states in
clarification.
Each

of the defendants with the exception of Universal, Williams declares,

“impose
practices

and have imposed the trade
described in sub-sections 1 to 9.”
Language

The

specific

of Answer

language

the

govern-

ment’s answer to “participation”
terest” in theatres by the major
is as follows:

of

or “incircuits

“Petitioner claims that Paramount,
Loew’s, RKO, Warners, 20th-Fox, Columbia, Universal, United Artists and their
respective subsidiaries and
affiliated
corporations engaged in distribution have
been and presently are engaged in each of
the ‘harsh, onerous, and unfair trade
practices’ referred to in petition paragraph 214. Petitioner further states that
each of the aforementioned defendants
with the exception of Columbia, United
Artists and Universal have been and are
presently engaged in the practice of coercive selling set forth in item 20 (a) of the
Petitioner’s

and

or distributor or of any of its subsidiaries or affiliates and the activities
duties of such director, officer, agent,

“Nature''

27 (b) of the Petitioner’s bill of particulars is financial participation in the advantages, profits, or losses of the items
set forth in said paragraph, whether by
ownership of securities, contract, express
or implied, grant, partnership or other
similar methods of participation. The
exact

extent of the interest which determines that a specific theatre is not capable
of precise determination without taking
into consideration all the surrounding facts
and circumstances of each situation. Such
facts and circumstances are: The nature
and extent of the activities and duties of
the person holding the interest with a
major producer or distributor or of any
of its subsidiaries or affiliates; his connection or relationship with any director,
officer, agent, employe, or partner of a
major producer or distributor or any of its
subsidiaries or affiliates and the activities
and duties of such director, officer, agent,
employe, or partner; the amount of such
interest; and the competitive conditions in
the area where the theatre in question is
located. Petitioner does not claim that a
theatre is affiliated if the only interest
that a major producer or distributor has
in said theatre is a share of the receipts
of specified pictures pursuant to customary
percentage clauses contained in exhibition
contracts.”
Distributors
answer.

bill of particulars.

nature of the ‘participation’ referred to in the second sentence of paragraph 27 (a) of the Petitioner’s bill of
particulars is participation of the persons
therein referred to in an executive or
managerial capacity with respect to the
matters therein referred to and includes
the formulation or direction of policy. The
exact extent of the participation which

of “Interest"

“The nature of the ‘interest’ referred to
in the second sentence of the paragraph

have

until

June

29

“The

determines that a specific theatre is affiliated is not capable of precise determination without taking into consideration
all the surrounding facts of each situation.
Such facts and circumstances are: The
nature and extent of the activities and
duties of the persons
BOXOFFICE

::

June

involved
24, 1939

with

a ma-

York — The committee which attended the annual Allied convention

in Minneapolis reports Tuesday to Allied of New Jersey membership at a
meeting in Asbury Park.
first of three local groups
reactions

to the

proposed

by

This is the
to meet for

latest trade

major

pact

distributors.

distributors during trade practice negotiations are reliably reported to have generally approved the code provisions. Two
units, the Intermountain Theatres’ Ass’n
of Salt Lake City and Allied Independent
Theatre Owners of Iowa and Nebraska
have not yet been heard from, the general
belief being that their boards have not
held a meeting since the fourth draft was
forwarded to take action.
All other units have endorsed the code
with

minor reservations which distributors say will be ironed out satisfactorily.
The main objections seemingly bear on
the board setups for clearance and zoning.
Distributors already have gone on record
for the setting up of boards with equal
representation. The fact that clearance
and zoning boards include distributors as
well as major circuit representatives is
subject to change, but when the boards
were set up in the draft there were no
suggestions

from the field to guide distributors along other lines. However,
since the issuance of the text several
recommendations have been submitted.
Milton C. Weisman, attorney for the ITOA,
will meet with Robert W. Perkins, general
counsel for Warner, and attempt to work
out another plan. This plan is to be submitted to distributors as a body.
Most of the other objections are held to
be local and can be remedied very easily,
it is claimed. These will require slight
modifications which are not held vitally
affecting the draft.
The

Job Ahead"
Denver “Big
exhibitor
unit, in approving

the new

work

draft, is anxious to put the provisions into effect immediately, but distributors point out there is considerable

to be done

first. “There

is a big job

ahead of us yet,” said a spokesman.
William F. Rodgers, chairman of the
sub-committee, will meet with distributor
representatives Monday or Tuesday. Attorneys are expected to be present at which
time the Allied Minneapolis report will be
diagnosed for “inaccuracies” which will
be pointed out in a joint statement. This
statement is expected Monday or Tuesday,
according to present plan.

N. /. Allied Studies
Pact Tuesday
New

to

New York — Most of the independent
exhibitor organizations which met with

draft

There is every indication that further
minor revisions of the code, as they relate
to arbitration, will be completed in the
next week.
Distributors say they are heartened
over the response from many independents
since the Allied convention. While no
names are mentioned, a number of exhibitors have assured distributors of their cooperation, despite Allied’s rejection.

E
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Hopkins

Denies

Intention

MPTOA

to

Problems to Hopkins

Interfere With Neely Bill
By

EARLE

A. DYER

necessitating formal assurance by Secretary Harry Hopkins to Senator Neely that
he has no intention of interfering with the
passage of the latter’s block booking bill.
Writing to the Senator on the eve of
scheduled debate on the bill by the Senate,

Washington — Views of the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of America on the
problems of the film industry have been

Inaccuracy Not
Sole Cause

Washington — “Hush-hush” policies of
the depai’tment of commerce over its conferences with representatives of the film
industry have proved to be a boomerang,

Washington — Events
that

the

have

of

influencing

handling

of

film

Congress

legislation,

in
was

actuated by more than the "inaccurate" press reports to which the commerce department head referred.

Secretary Hopkins attributed his embarrassing position to the “rumors, speculations and inaccurate reports” which have
been printed regarding the conference

A proposed appropriation of $225,000
to enable the secretary to set up a staff

June

priation bill by Senate amendment,
not proven acceptable to the House

8 with representatives of the producers, but did not explain that those
stories were written by newspaper men
when department of commerce officials
refused to divulge either what they were
aiming at or what had occurred at the
meeting.
The fact that Dr. Willard L. Thorp met
every speculation, no matter how wild,
with the statement “that’s as good a guess
as any,” in itself led to many of the inaccuracies of which the secretary complained.
However, the letter showed, Hopkins is
more concerned over the fact that
conferences have been seen by “some
groups of exhibitors and organizations interested” as interfering with the consideration of block booking legislation by
Congress.
On the contrary, he said, “Congress,
after the long months of consideration it
has given to this subject, should not be
influenced in its legislative program by
the fact that we have so recently undertaken to give special attention to the
problems of the motion picture industry.”
The purpose of the conferences which
the department has had with several industries, Hopkins explained, is to give the
government a full understanding “of the
motives, the practices and the requirements of business” and business an “adequate conception of the responsibility of
government.”
Just what he meant by this encouraging, but vague, explanation was not elucidated, but he continued, “I want the department of commerce to be of maximum
assistance

to business, in no narrow,

shal-

submitted to department of commerce officials by Ed Kuykendall, president of the
organization.
Meeting with a group of Secretary Hopkins’ aides, Kuykendall went over the
problems which had been laid before the
department by the producer group at their
conference June 6. He will be followed,
some time next month, by representatives
of Allied, who also have been invited to

disclosed

Secretary Hopkins' letter to Senator Neely, in which he disclaimed any

intention

for

his

business-conference
corporated in the

is in the

plan,

department

appear.
It was disclosed at the department that
the list of conferees is to be further ex-

in-

approhas
and

hands of a conference committee. Since the Senate will have to

act upon any report the committee submits, any belief that the secretary was
attempting

to

might

fatal to his plans.

low

prove

sense

but

influence

in the

broadest

panded if representatives of the independent producers can be persuaded to come
east from the Coast. An invitation to
meet with the department was sent I. E.
Chadwick, president of the Independent
Motion Picture Producers Ass’n, by Dr.
Willard Thorp, special assistant to Secretary Hopkins, or, if Chadwick did not plan
to be in Washington in the near future,
to send his views in by letter.

legislation

possible

With the department of justice assertmanner.”
ing the meetings with the film groups will
not be permitted to interfere with the
government’s anti-trust prosecutions and
Secretary Hopkins’ disclaiming any intention of interfering with legislation, there
is in Washington considerable of the
“speculation” of which the secretary complained, as to just what the department
can do to “solve” the problems of business.
The stand of one group of exhibitors
was explained to department heads by Ed
Kuykendall, president of the MPTOA, but
the

projected meeting with representatives of Allied will not be held until next
month and no further conference with
the producers will be considered until
after July 6, department officials said.
Ernest Tupper, chief statistician of the
bureau of foreign and domestic commerce,
who conferred in New York last week with
J. H. Hazen, vice-president of Warner
Bros., regarding the factual material
which the latter is gathering as a basis for
further general meetings, met with Hazen
again in Washington, Friday, to go over
the material.

Expect Delbert Goodman
To Visit in New York

Altec and Foreign Units
To Exchange Sound Data

New York — Delbert Goodman, Far East
manager for 20th Century-Fox, who
docked on the Kobe at Los Angeles, is expected here shortly for home office conferences. Goodman is visiting his wife,
who is convalescing on the coast from a
recent illness.

New York — A plan for the reciprocal
interchange of technical information pertaining to sound reproduction servicing
techniques between Altec and qualified
sound service organizations in foreign
countries has been adopted, according to
G. L. Carrington,

Altec’s vice-president.

Expansion of the film conferences beyond the discussions with the major producers originally planned would be carried to a point where the general public
was included, if requests filed with the
department are granted. Officials revealed that within the past week or ten
days a large number of letters have been
received from individuals and groups not
engaged in the industry, asking for an
opportunity to be heard. Many of these
communications are from interests in support of the Neely bill, it was said.

Hopkins Invites Brandt
To Capitol Conference
New York — Harry Brandt, president of
the ITOA, has been invited to meet with
Harry Hopkins, secretary of commerce, in
Washington. July 18. The invitation is in
line with Hopkins’ desire to interview all
interests in the industry in an effort to
study its problems.
Milton C. Weisman, attorney for the
unit; David Weinstock, partner of Brandt’s
and an executive of the organization, and
Leon Rosenblatt, treasurer of the ITOA,
will probably accompany Brandt to the
Capitol conference.

M. P. Associates to Fete
Abrams,
New

Loew

Boston — Howard

Transfers
Burkhardt,

formerly

manager of Loew’s Capitol, Washington,
has replaced George Jones as manager of
the Orpheum here. Gene Ford takes over
Burkhardt’s

32

spot at the Capitol.

New

58 Key Pre-Releases

York — Paramount

has followed

the

world premiere of “Man About Town” at
Waukegan, 111., the home of Jack Benny,
its star, with
key cities.

pre-release

bookings

in 58

Levy, June 28

York — Motion

Picture

Associates

terminate spring meetings with a testimonial luncheon to Leo Abrams and Dave
Levy at the Hotel Astor, June 28. Abrams,
former New York branch manager for
Universal,

Two

Views on Film

has

taken

over

the short

sub-

jects sales manager’s post for the company, while Levy, former New Jersey
branch manager for M-G-M, succeeds
Abrams. William F. Rodgers and William
A. Scully will be guests of honor at the
luncheon.
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Litile Tax Relief

AFM

To Film Industry

On Points of Jurisdiction

Washington — Little of the “tax relief”
of the new tax bill will go to the motion
picture industry, although companies in
the red this year have the dubious satisfaction of knowing they can deduct their
losses
year.

from

their

profits — if any — next

Passed

by the house, the bill went immediately to the senate finance committee
which completed its analysis the following
day, making only a few minor changes.
Under the measure, the admission tax
will be continued another two years, until
June 30, 1941, Representative Harter of
Ohio being unsuccessful in an attempt to
limit its life, together with the other socalled nuisance taxes, to one year and
Representative Treadway of Massachusetts being equally unsuccessful in inducing the House to permit the tax to expire
this month.
Important changes provided for in the
bill will bury the undistributed profits tax,
adopted originally at the insistence of
President Roosevelt, and substitute a flat
tax of 18 per cent on corporations with income of more than $25,000 a year, corporations with income of less than that figure paying the present taxes at rates ranging from 12 to 16 per cent.
The bill also permits corporations to
deduct the losses of a bad year from the
profits of a following good one, and provides also that they may revalue their
capital stock both in 1939 and 1940, thus
escaping possible heavy excess profits
taxes.

The present law prohibits
valuation before 1941.

More

Than

any

re-

200 at Film

Daily Golf Tournament

and IA Heads

Kansas City — The international executive board of the American Federation of
Musicians, which closed an extra-session
convention here June 17, was directed by
the convention to go into a huddle with
the International Alliance of Theatrical

object to the stage hands

presented in the following resolution: “For
several years our executive board minutes

assuming

juris-

diction over hotel rooms’ playing bands,
radio stations, symphony orchestras, small
night clubs, dog tracks, dance halls and
public address systems.
Referred to the executive board also
for such action as that governing body
of the Federation feels will be effective
was the Federation’s demand that motion
picture producers rehire musicians in at
least those theatres of the country controlled by producers. Federation members
were ready to take some drastic action,
apparently

because, as one resolution point-

ed out, “it is evident that the producers
are delaying and evading this issue, which
so vitally concerns the economic future of
our members.” That resolution asked that
“unless satisfactory arrangements are
made which will provide for increased expenditures for the employment of musicians in theatres in a sum of not less
than $5,000,000 per annum, the president
and the IA executive board are hereby
instructed to notify said motion picture
producers that after the fourth day of
September, 1939, no member of the AFM
shall be permitted to render service to

New

by major
by

long-awaited answer
charges will be filed

distributors

Col. William

early

Donovan,

in the week
representing

all except United Artists and Columbia. The government is expected to
request

Judge

on

ready

the

the

actual

RKO

starting

several

substitution
with

to place

calendar

is to request

against
them,

Knox

of

dismissal

former

who

the government

1.

of action

officers

and

replaced

expected

to

York — Allied

of New

or producers.”

York

is making a survey of the organization’s state units on their reaction to the

code before declaring New York Allied’s
position. Kelly, now on a tour, is due here
early next week.

Shea-Warner
New

York — Warner

has

Deal
closed

::

June

24, 1939

with

Shea’s Publix Theatres of Buffalo for its
new season product. According to Roy
Haines,

eastern

sales manager,

we have fought this circuit and corporation, through central bodies. Salient
conservative efforts have failed. This corshow

poration, through years, has been absolutely non-union, not only with our own
profession, but with all other trades.
“Saenger covers theatres at Mobile, Ala.;
Shreveport, La.; New Orleans, Pensacola,
Vicksburg and connections; Atlanta, Fort
Worth and other points of the southern
circuit. Our Federation and its executive
board know these facts.
“Be

it resolved

herewith by this convention that we morally condemn the action of Paramount Public’s (sic) Theatre
Corporation Southern Circuit — Saenger —
and call upon the American Federation
of Actors, IATSE and all other factors
available, to our assistance in order therewith that the employment of our membe guaranteed.”
Thebers shall
AFM
re-elected all officers and
members of board: J. N. Weber, president:
C. L. Bagley, vice-president; Fred W.
Birnmach, secretary; Harry E. Brenton,
treasurer. Executive Committee: James C.
Petrillo, J. W. Parks, C. A. Weaver, A. C.
Hayden, Walter M. Murdock.

Legislative Jam Is
Holding Up Neely

is not

the

pany’s product will play all of Shea’s
and subsequent runs in Buffalo and
runs in Niagara Falls.

agree.

BOXOFFICE

who

case

October

picture producer

making “any promises,” but probably will
make known its position regarding the
trade practice code next week, Max A.
Cohen, president, declares.
Cohen says he is awaiting the return of
E. Thornton Kelly, executive secretary,

for trial with

date

those

the

the

Ascap on elimination or reduction of the
fees, or application of higher fees by AFM.
The executive board will handle the
matter of the Saenger circuit, which was

No Promises by N. Y.
Allied on the Code

New York — The
to the government

presented,

as the stage hands’.
Federation members feel that the 20year-old agreement of the Federation with
the stage hands should apply only to theatres and actual show business only. They

than

Majors Reply Ready
Early in Week

was

Protesting the “high fees” levied on employers using living musicians who play
certain music copyrighted by Ascap, the
AFM
asked the board to confer with

any motion

low net, third runner-up.

the resolution

convention immediately went into executive session, and stayed there for several
hours. Official action was in reference to
the executive board.

Stage Employes over the matter of the
IATSE extending its jurisdiction to take
in spots the AFM feels is as much its own

Rye, N. Y. — The 27th Film Daily golf
tournament was a huge success, with more
200 on hand for the game and dinner. The winning team was Metro, with
Tom Gerety, captain, and William Orr,
John Murphy and Sydney Braunberg as
members.
The electric clock prize contributed by
Boxoffice went to Charles Gardner as

When

to Huddle

comfirst
first

Washington — Faced

with

the

necessity

of enacting legislation to extend important laws which now are scheduled to expire June 30, the Senate may defer consideration of the Neely block booking bill
until next month.

“jam” in
legislative
nt ofit aimpossible
theDevelopme
Senate made
for Neely to
call his bill up, as he had planned, and
the schedule of the chamber indicated
that it could not be taken up until after
the stabilization, tax, relief and other
pressing measures had been disposed of.
While there is a possibility the measure
may be reached during the coming week,
it is more likely to be laid over until after
July

1, in order that efforts may be concentrated on the matters that must be
disposed of before the close of the fiscal

year.
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RKO

Ramblings

Westchester Country Club, Rye, N. Y. —
Nat Levy, district manager with headquarters in Detroit, breezed into town several
days ahead of the opening session, a symphony in brown, for an advance preview
of festivities. Browsing around the Astor
lobby, he was mistaken for his brother,
Jules, by someone who claimed he knows
"VT '

the g.s.m. “You’re a dead ringer for Jules,”
Nat was told. He admitted the resemblance
smilingly.
*

*

■k.- - ■

Hjf

*

Rutgers Neilson and his publicity staff
were at is hammer and tong batting out
copy for the trade press boys. When it

Ire

n,

i

1W

fu .

’
// Vi

comes to conventions you’re talking to
“Rut” about a pastime, at which he is
very adept and hard to beat.
*

*

*

Sunday found the men digging up the
golf course and the Westchester hills and
getting into fine fettle for the meetings
that followed.
-Metropolitan Photos

At fixing Their Signatures —

Hal Horne was up to his usual form,
letting the gags flip from his shoulder.
And with Roy Disney around as coach
there was plenty of fun from the short

Ned

E. Depinet, RKO vice-president in charge of distribution, and Roy Disney, general manager of Walt Disney Enterprises, look on, all smiles, as
George J. Schaefer. RKO president, and Gordon E. Youngman, attorney for
the company, sign the contract for the distribution of Disney’s second animated feature, “Pinocchio.” The event took place before the opening of the
convention, but at the sessions at Rye, Depinet and Disney celebrated by
staging a mock signing for the benefit of the delegates. Which created no
end of laughs.

subject division. • Kay Kamen wore his
green glasses, as usual, and Jim Finey
looked like a walking ad for a clothing
manufacturer.
*

*

*

In the qualifying round of a Jacksonville golf tournament Paul Harrison of
Atlanta shot a 94, and the next day hit
110. So the story goes.
*

*

The

veteran

Fred

*

for “Sweet Adeline.” Guy is an American
Legion mainstay in the city.

of

never been the cause of an
bile accident but somebody seems
into his car every week or so.

*

Guy Hancock of Indianapolis goes in
for matched emsembles and is a key man

Bonnem

has

*

Detroit
automoto bump

Although Michael Shulman of Philadelphia covers more mileage than any man in
the branch, he never fails to take his family for a ride on Sundays.
*

*

Found: The middle names of the Portland delegation — hark to these: Marcus
Ensign Cory, Blaine Reynolds Keller, Gene
Melvin Engleman.

*

*

“Beau Brummel” Charlie Zagrans of
Philadelphia was set for three complete
changes each day.
*
*
*
The S. R. O. went up every time Harry
Levy of St. Louis put on his Ozark Jui
Jitsu act.
♦
♦
♦
Flashy sport ensembles are the vogue
Joseph Rosenberg, Omaha.
*

*

of

*

A1 Sugarman of Cincinnati has a nose
for news and is usually a length ahead of
the next fellow when a fresh story breaks.
So he says.
*

*

*

An avid trade paper reader is Albert
Kolitz of Cincinnati. A1 starts his daily
trek by making a bee-line for the papers
and he goes over them thoroughly, convention or no convention.
*
*
*
Bill Jones of Vancouver prefers to roll
his own rather than accept tailor mades.
*
*
*
Art Baron, who covers Montana out of
Salt
lariat. Lake City, can perform with the
*
The

spell from

the business

sessions

to pose

on

the greens

-Metropolitan PhotoS
snatch a breathing
of the Westchester

Country Club, Rye. Among the executives “caught” by the camera
J. Schaefer, Ned E. Depinet, Jules Levy, W. G. Van Schmus,
Smith, E. L. McEvoy, John
Singer, Hal Horne, Walter
Barret McCormick.

34

are George
Cresson E.

J. O’Connor, Roy Disney, Malcom Kingsberg, Mort
Branson, Frederic Ullman jr„ Max Fellerman and

*

weakness of Jack Lawrence of Cleveland is ties — expensive, but slightly noisy.
*

a Picture—
e Outthe for
TimDuring
convention, RKO executives and delegates

*

*

*

Tommy Thompson of Kansas City was
looking over the grounds for the skeet
range. But no dice.
*
*
*
Recently Ed Spiers of Milwaukee became
a pipe addict. His buddies say Ed has
been known to smoke pencil shavings
supplied

by exhibitors.
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6 Conventions
RKO

Advises Pact
Adherence

By RKO

Overseas

conducting

of the

which

practice

provisions.

The

selling staff held a three-day business
meeting at the Westchester Club, Rye,
from

Monday to Wednesday when
tails of the code were outlined.

All

other

major

companies

de-

which

held conventions have officially gone
on record with their salesmen for acrejection,
by

ceptance of the code. Despite Allied's
all distributors will stand up

their promises.

Statt

New York — RKO’s overseas sales staff
will hold six conventions in addition to

New
York — RKO
is the last major
company to officially advise its sales
force it will adhere to all provisions
trade

Warner Promotes Salteil
Abroad; Bellini Also

and Drive

a 52-week

will be called

foreign
“The

sales drive,

Seven

Million

More
Drive.” to Foreign Manager Phil
According
Reisman, sales parleys will be held in
Central America, Australia, India, France,

New

York — Albert

Salteil,

formerly

Warner managing director in France, Belgium and Switzerland, has been promoted
to continental European
phile B. Bellini succeeds
manager for France.

manager. TheoSalteil as general

England and South America.
Reisman, celebrating his 25th year in
the industry, declares his organization is
now conducting direct distribution in 27
foreign countries.
A recurrence of a minor ailment sent
Nat

Liebeskind, who was recently appointed supervisor of southern South
America, to the Fifth Avenue Hospital for
an operation.

Albany Front Office
Unionization Afoot
Albany — A campaign to unionize the
front offices of Albany exchanges is in the
process of development, according to reports on Pilmrow. The name of a man
now operating a small theatre part time
in a nearby city is mentioned as the AFL
organizer in this connection. One rumor
has it that he will retire from the exhibition business to undertake the drive; another, that he will hire an assistant for the
former. Exchangemen have heard that
organization efforts are to be made but
they neither know when nor how many
will be sympathetic. Some opposition has
already been expressed.
The benefits that might accrue from the
signing of a contract with the distributing
companies probably would be the deciding
factor in the success or failure to swing a
majority over to unionization. Women
employes, the most numerous, might tip

Ed Hinchy Is Named WB
Assistant Film Buyer
New

York — Promotion

of Ed

Hinchy

to

assistant film buyer is announced by Joseph Bernhard, general manager of Warner theatres. He will serve under Clayton
Bond in the home office. Hinchy has
been with the
for eight years.

circuit’s film

department

the scales. Bookers, office managers, cashiers, stenographers and billers would be included; branch managers and salesmen excluded, according to reports. At least 100
would be affected. Inasmuch as the “back
rooms” — shippers, inspectresses, poster
clerks — are already affiliated with the
AFL, unionization of the front offices
would mean a closed shop. The original
plan called for the organizing of front as
well as rear employes, but only the latter
were brought in last year, under a charter
from the operators’ union. The operators,
who lent their support then, undoubtedly
would do so again. Although unanimity
of opinion as to the advantages gained by
back room unionization does not exist, the
members are said to be satisfied. The inspectresses profited the most, through salary increases.

Fawcett Abandons Plan to
Poll the U. S. on Duals
New

York — Fawcett

Publications

has

abandoned plans to conduct a nation-wide
poll on the desirability of double features
in conjunction with over 500 newspapers.
A spokesman said only 67 newspapers
agreed to go along with the fan magazine
publishers on the idea, and that these
were not situated geographically to give a
desirable consensus of opinion.
BOXOFFICE
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■— Metropolitan Photos

New

York Wednesday,

London

Monday —

W. Ray Johnston, president of Monogram, and George West, franchise holder,
aboard the Queen Mary which is due to deposit them at Southampton in time
to reach London, Monday afternoon. They are shown in the above photograph which does not embrace Ralph Bettinson, Rathe of London representative also in the party. Johnston’s purpose is to visit William J . Gell,
Monogram’s British distributor, and to vacation in France and Switzerland.
He’ll be gone about five weeks.
On the same boat were Ben Goetz and Robert Montgomery, the former returning to London to resume production for M-G-M after three months in
New York and Hollywood and the latter to star in “Busman’s Honeymoon.”
The shipside photo immediately above shows Goetz, his wife, Mrs. Montgomery and Montgomery.
Other passengers included Gabriel Pascal, producer of “Pygmalion” who now
has a three-picture commitment with M-G-M; former Judge Joseph Proskauer, Margaret Lockwood, English player, and John McCormick, partner of
Leland Heyward, agent. Proskauer represented Loew’s in the recent minority
stockholders’
suit. J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of Universal’s board, also
was
aboard.
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Big Savings in
British Move

Industry's Outlook
Seen Improved

New

York — Approximately

eight

per

to drop the new excise taxes. Originally it was figured that the levies would
return a total of $2,500,000, but now it
is said
The

they

protest

influence
attitude.

mcry

dip

under

in

the

was

government's

an
new

from the present level,” the survey adds.
It points out that “current estimates are
that total costs for the 1939-40 product
will be higher than in the season currently
closing, since more ‘A’ and less ‘B’ quality
films are promised under present production plans. Unit costs also will rise, for the
total number of releases will be fewer.”
Because prospects indicate no important
increases in theatre attendance, “the incentive for building new film outlets has
been dampened in recent months,”
survey adds.
Exports of domestic films are not

the
ex-

pected to register “anything better than
moderate gains” during the coming months
because of the unsettled European situation and recent years’ rise in quota systems and other restrictive measures, is
the observation. “However,” the survey
continues, “the fact that Argentina, Brazil,
Mexico, the British West Indies, Panama,
Union of South Africa, Canada and Cuba
are among the ten leading foreign markets
for this country’s films, the situation is far
from disheartening.”
While “at this juncture, it is difficult
to forecast the ultimate outcome of current and pending litigation,” the survey
states, “it appears logical that should the
motion picture producers be forced to
eliminate their theatre investments from
corporate setups, common shareholders would receive their pro rata equity
in both producing and exhibiting divisions, through distribution of stock.”

The

Poor’s

ducers are well represented
concludes.

in this field,”

Canadian Chain Meeting
At Niagara Falls , Ont .
Toronto — Famous Players Canadian will
hold its annual four-day convention at
Niagara Falls, Ont., starting July 24 with
J. J. Fitzgibbons, vice-president, presiding. For the first time in the history of
the circuit all managers and district heads
will convene in one city at the same time
for a convention. Sales executives of various film companies are expected from
New York to attend the sessions.

Hays' Son Weds

Indianapolis — Will H. Hays jr., son of
the MPPDA
head, will be married Tuesday to Margaret Louise Chapin. The
groom’s

36

father

is to be best man.

bureau

report

showed

that

the

from April to May was in sharp contrast with a year ago, when collections
dropped from $1,541,518 to $1,394,659 in
the same months.

No Need

to Show

Definite

Although

Injuries , Ford Argues
Chicago — It is not necessary to show
definite injuries and damages sustained in
the conspiracy, Frank Ford contends in
his reply briefs filed in his anti-trust suit
against Paramount, B&K, the other majors
and Sam Meyers. “It is sufficient if any
of them has injured the plaintiff,” the
brief argues.
Lewis F. Jacobson, Ford’s attorney, has
filed briefs against motions of Paramount
and Loew’s to strike, dismiss and order
separate trials.
Ford asserts the various motions of the
defendants are “in keeping with the obvious strategy of defendants to hinder,
burden, and exhaust the plaintiff with
every conceivable obstacle, annoyance and
expense
. .”
Ford’s . answer
also forecasts that the
“next motion to confront the plaintiff and
the court likely will be for a bill of particulars and plaintiff shall then be asked
to put back 69 of these paragraphs (which
defendants now move to strike upon the
pretext that they do not state sufficient
facts)
. . .” told
Jacobson

Boxoffice

he

plans

to

file immediately about 1,000 interrogatories in the case and to take depositions of
branch managers in Chicago, in preparation for furtherance of his case in behalf
of Ford.

their

“Television is not expected to prove adverse; in fact, many motion picture pro-

Is $1,605,988

jump

ceipts are expected to hold at “levels only
slightly in excess of last year and reduced
amortization charges on films recently released under the 1938-39 schedule will allow the showing of better earnings — even
should theatre attendance show no gain

For May

The May collections were $221,000 above
the April total of $1,384,722 and were the
second largest for any month of the year
to date.

$250,000.

of British exhibitors

Tax Collections

Washington — Markedly improved business brought May admission tax collections to $1,605,988, it is reported by the
internal revenue bureau.

cent reduction in taxes is the industry's
gain under the decision by England

New York — The industry’s “current
outlook’’ indicates “moderately improved
operations” during the final half of 1939,
while “relatively satisfactory long-term
prospects” are in sight, according to a
survey conducted by Poor’s Publishing Co.
Theatre attendance and boxoffice re-

National

New
Conger

York — Federal Judge Edward A.
has dismissed the $2,045 action of

Eureka

Productions against Raymond Mulligan, former U. S. marshal for the southern district of New York.

The

film

company

seeks

damages

for

months

business

has

rapidly recovering the losses registered last year, internal revenue figures
indicate that admission tax collections for

the fiscal year which ends June 30 will be
something like $1,000,000 less than for the
fiscal year 1938. For the 11 months ended
with May, collections were $17,797,541
against $19,176,326 last year, a drop of
$1,196,785.
The bureau’s special report of collections
in the third New York district showed that
the New York houses did not share in the
improvement reflected in the tax collection figures for the country as a whole,
receipts from that area in May being
$492,012 against $506,685 in April. Taxes
on boxoffice admissions, it was reported,
dropped to $425,376 from $442,085.

" Service " Passes Nipped
In the Bud in Harlem
New

York — Promiscuous

distribution

of

“service” passes, which tended to create
five and 10-cent admission prices in violation of license agreements, was nipped in
the bud in Harlem

when

six theatre

opera-

tors, called into Louis Nizer’s office at the
York Film Board, signed agreements

New

to eliminate the practice. A similar situation was halted three weeks ago in the
Bronx.
The

" Ecstasy " Print Damage
Case Is Dismissed

in recent

been

latest situation

would

have

resulted

in Max A. Cohen’s West End adopting the
practice unless it was discontinued by the
offending operators. He also signed the
agreement, along with operators of the
Manhattan, Arden, 99th St., Morningside
and Rose, which had been distributing
passes permitting admittance to the theatres for five cents in the afternoons and
10 cents evenings.

the destruction of a print of “Ecstasy”
which had been ordered destroyed by
Federal Judge John C. Knox. An appeal
was taken from the judge’s order, but the
plaintiffs neglected to notify the marshal,
who burned the print.
As a result, the circuit court of appeals
was forced to dismiss the appeal since no
print was before them to decide upon.

Newman Republic Albany
Head ; Marcus in Buiialo
New York — Arthur Newman has been
named manager of Republic in Albany
under the setup vesting operation with
the home office. Nat Marcus, Buffalo,
salesman, has been named manager there.

New

Monogram

Producer

New

York — Ted Williams, former Educational-Grand National treasurer, has
been named a producer for Monogram. He
will make four, partially financed by
Pathe and by himself.

Paramount

Suit Dies

New York — The action of Rae Nasoff
as a
stockholder against Paramount,
charging excessive salaries to officers and
mismanagement of the company has been
dismissed by the state supreme court.
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JJ M. WARNER
quietly returned to the
coast. Now that Warner is in California, Joseph H. Hazen will act for the
Warner president at future meetings of
company presidents with Harry Hopkins
in Washington . . . Franchot Tone will not
be discharged from the New York Hospital
until the middle of next month. One of
his regular visitors is Milt Weiss of the

That John Berman in Liberty’s short story
this week, “Malice Toward None,” could
not really be Pandro Berman, or could it?
. . . Charles Laughton didn’t lose any
time making the RKO
convention. The
same day he arrived from England he put
in an appearance at Rye. After all, he
also will appear in “The Hunchback of
Notre Dame” and the boys do have to sell
it .. . Charles Leonard came on from the
coast for the festivities with Howard Benedict, studio publicity head.
Ed

Peskay,

Bill Brown

and

Clarence

D.

with

Moe

Rosen-

Chicago Tuesday and didn’t have a breathing spell all day to talk to reporters.

. . . Juan Menendez of M-G-M’s foreign
publicity department will be out of the
office several weeks as a result of a visit
to the Fair last week. He met with an
accident and had seven stitches in his
head, plus cuts and bruises about the face

Darryl F. Zanuck and William Goetz
have returned to the coast after those
Washington meetings . . . Harold Orlob,
who has been producing at Astoria, plans
a coast trek to< look things over in Hollywod. . . George Jessel made a flying trip
to the coast . . . Max Gordon returned in
time for the RKO convention . . . Mark
Sandrich is a visitor from the coast . . .

negotiating

working on a deal to acquire a few theatres in these parts, but he says it takes
time and many details have to be worked
out before something happens . . . Bill
Rodgers got back from Minneapolis and

M-G-M publicity department . . . Gil Golden of the Warner advertising department
has taken a summer place at Dover, N. J.

. . . Dave Blum’s chickens scored a record week last week when Blum was able
to sell 144 dozen eggs.

are

berg to take over the latter’s three Bronx
theatres. A deal will probably be struck
in a few days . . . Sig Wittman, formerly
with Universal and Grand National, is still

Harold

B. Franklin

has gone to the coast

to spend the next few months at his Beverly Hills home . . . Howard Dietz has
been on the coast during the past week
conferring unth Howard Strickling and
M-G-M studio executives . . . Arthur E.
Meyer,

International

Projector

sales man-

ager, is on a week’s tour of National Theatres Supply’s New England offices . . .
Many local exhibitors who knew him were
saddened by the news of Ben N. Bermstein’s death on the coast . . . Bill Levy,
British head for Walt Disney Enterprises,
will be leaving for home soon, now that
the RKO convention is over . . . Camilla
Nelson, secretary to Irving Lesser at the
Roxy for many years, leaves the end of the
month

and sails July 6 to rejoin her husband in Oslo, Norway . . . James Roosevelt will be heading for the coast Monday, via the Windy City . . . Rowland V.
Lee, the director, has gone back to the
coast after a vacation here.
Ben Goetz, before sailing for England,
said M-G-M will produce six pictures in
Great Britain in the next 15 to 18 months.
“Busman’s Honeymoon’’ with Robert Montgomery is the first and Richard Thorpe,
who will direct, will come on from the
coast in a few days and sail for England

— Photo

by

Cosmo-Sile©

Charles Laughton
along—
Laughton
and strolls
O'Hara

the

deck of the Queen Mary with Maureen
O’Hara, as the big British ship docks
in New York. Miss O'Hara portrays
the feminine lead opposite Laughton in
“Jamaica Inn,” which Paramount releases. From here, Laughton goes to
the other coast where he is down for
the title role in RKO’s remake
Hunchback of Notre Dame.”

of “The

. . . Benny Thau, M-G-M
production
executive, was in town for a few days and
attended the funeral of his father here
. . . Gabriel Pascal is all set to produce
“Major

Barbara” for General Film Distributors in England on his return. He

sailed the end of the week after arranging for American distribution of the film
through M-G-M
for which he will produce two in England after the GFD deal.
Cedric Hardwicke will appear with Wendy
Hiller in the film which gets into work
the latter part of August . . . Victor Saville, associate M-G-M producer in England, is prolonging his stay at the coast
studios another few weeks, completing the
script for his next film . . . Manny Reiner
leaves Friday for a Canadian vacation.
Ray
which
Oscar
father,

Milland is due on the Normandie,
docks Monday from Havre . . .
A. Doob is mourning the loss of his
who died of a sudden heart attack

a+ the age of 80 . . . Evelyn O’Connell,
who used to secretary for Y. Frank Freeman before he went to the coast, has been
appointed Paramount’ s official hostess to
aid visiting exhibitors plan their vacations
while in town. She can be found on the
ninth floor of the Paramount Bldg. . . .
W. Ray Johnston is due in London over
the weekend aboard the Queen Mary. He
is on a business

Abrams

Gets a Testimonial —

Photo by Cosmo sn

It was

practically a closed testimonial dinner which members of the Universal exchange in New York gave in honor of Leo Abrams, recently appointed
short subjects sales manager, at the Hickory House. Present were Al Herman,
district manager; Jimmy Bello, booker; Tom Goff, auditor; Harry Wiesenthal,
booker; Nat Goldberg, office manager; Max Cohen, sales manager; Don Jaycox, Warner circuit booker; Abrams, the honored guest; Phil W innick, salesman; Harry Furst, salesman; Leo Simon, booker; Jules Ligget, salesman; Sam
Phillips, head booker; Harry Fellerman, booker, and Ben Price, salesman.
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trip that will take in con-

ferences with William J. Gell, Monogram’s
English distributor, and Pathe exchanges
in England , Ireland, Scotland and Wales.
He will also visit Ernest Wettstein, Paris
representative. Ralph Bettinson, Pathe
representative in Hollywood, and George
West are with Johnston.
Bob Hope heads for his native England
on the Normandie, August 2. Before that
(Continued

on

page
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'Nazi Spy' Injunction
Denied Fritz Kuhn
New York — Fritz Kuhn’s application for
a temporary injunction enjoining distribution of “Confessions of a Nazi Spy” has
been denied by Federal Judge Vincent L.
Leibell. The head of the German-American
bund also seeks $5,000,000 damages. In
handing down the decision, Judge Leibell
declared :
“The decisions in our state and federal
courts have firmly established the legal
principle that no injunction may issue to
prevent or stop the publication of a libel.
If the plaintiff has been libeled, they have
their remedy in a suit for damages such
as the present action or in a prosecution
as the defendants for criminal libel. It is,
therefore, unnecessary for the court on
this motion to discuss the facts or go into
the merits of the case. Those issues will
be reserved

for trial of the action.”

Dismissal of Wendell
Complaint Upheld
New

York — The appellate division unanimously has affirmed the decision of the
supreme court, dismissing the complaint of
Wendell Estate against Moredall Realty
Co., owners and operators of the Capitol,
for additional rent payments. The plaintiff now is making application for leave
to go to the court of appeals.

Four Companies
Mismanagement
New

May Answer
Charge

York — Paramount Pictures, American Telephone and Telegraph, Western

Electric

and Erpi, together with Paramount’s officers and directors, have withdrawn application in the federal court to
dismiss the $25,000,000 stockholder action
brought against them by Sam Acker and
Frank Jablow.
It is expected the companies will file an
answer to the complaint, which charges
waste and mismanagement, within the
next week.

Ask More Time for Filing
Answers in Folly Action
New York — An extension of time for
filing answers, which will pave the way
for a request for a bill of particulars, is
being sought by distributor defendants in
the $750,000 triple-damage anti-trust action brought by the Folly, Brooklyn. The
Randforce circuit also is a defendant. Answers are due June 26. Tulsey & Young
are representing Randforce. Mackler and
Barr are operators of the Folly.

Orange County Theatres
Trial Slated in Fall
New York — Trial in the anti-trust action brought by Orange County Theatres
has been put off until the fall term. When
the federal court recessed Friday for the
summer, there were 56 cases ahead of the
Orange suit on the trial calendar.

Brandt Clearance Suit
Settled Out of Court
New York — The action brought by Harry
Brandt to restrain distributors from making product available to the Arden one

38

week ahead of Brandt’s Schuyler, both on
Columbus Avenue, Manhattan, has been
settled out of court.
Distributors have modified their contracts so that both theatres play day and
henceforth, it is said. Brandt contended his contracts specified that the
Schuyler play day and date with the Arden
and that distributors were violating this.

400 at Final Rites
For Isidor Frey

date

Oldden
Answer

Has to July 22 to
Demand for Bill

New York — Federal judge Edward A.
Conger has granted Stanley K. Oldden, as
assignee of the Pacent Electric Co., until
July 22 to answer a demand for a bill of
particulars filed by American Telephone
and Telegraph, Western Electric and Erpi.
The telephone companies are being sued
by Oldden for triple damages of $6,000,000,
claiming Pacent, which sold motion picture sound apparatus, equipment, accessories, repair and replacement parts, was
put out of business through violations of
the Sherman Anti-Trust act.

New

York — More than 400 friends, associates and relatives attended funeral
services of Isidor Frey, who died Sunday
at Mt. Sinai from a heart condition, at
Riverside Memorial. Interment was at
Mt. Carmel Cemetery. Rabbi Jonah B.
Wise of Central Synagogue delivered a
15-minute eulogy.
He

is survived

Frey.

He

Retain

Page

In Tegu's Trust Action

New York — Guy Page, Burlington, Vt„
attorney, has been retained by distributor
defendants

in the anti-trust

action brought

by Tegu’s Palace of St. Johnsbury,
represent them locally.

Vt„ to

Appellate Court Denies
Amendment by Tippett
New York — The appellate division of
the supreme court, upholding a decision
of Justice Philip McCook, refused to allow
John D. Tippett, Inc., to either amend his
complaint or to drop part of his action
against Universal Pictures, Print Stock
Corp., Eastman Kodak, Consolidated Film
Industries, Carl Laemmle, Maurice Fleckles, Jules E. Brulatour, Inc., and Jules E.
Brulatour.
Tippett is seeking $600,000 for alleged
breach of contract whereby he was to supply Universal’s raw stock. The contract,
made in June, 1932, was to run for five
years.
He sought to drop his action against
Universal, Eastman Kodak, Consolidated
and Brulatour, and to add charges of diverting profits against Laemmle, Fleckles
and Print Stock.

Dismiss

Philly Suit

Aaainst
"Fantasia"
Philadelphia — Judge Joseph L. Kun

has
dismissed the suit seeking to prevent
Leopold Stokowski and Walt Disney from
producing the motion picture “Fantasia.”
Mark Tutelman, local advertising man,
sought the restraining order on the
ground he originated the plan for synchronizing classical music with animated
cartoons that would depict the story of
the musical composition.

had

been

with

Loew’s

about

20

counsel of Loew’s
had a recurrence

and three weeks ago
which forced him to

drop all work.
Crowding Riverside Memorial Chapel
were members of his profession and numerous associates and friends. Every department of Loew’s was represented by its
top man and others, among those being
Nicholas M. Schenck, David and Mrs.
Bernstein, C. C. Moskowitz, Joseph Vogel,
Arthur M. Loew, Oscar A. Doob, Si Seadler, E. T. Mills, Leopold Friedman, and
J. Robert Rubin. George N. Armsby, a
director of Loew’s, attended as well as
Ben Goetz and Benjamin Thau, the latter
having come on from the coast for the
services for his father who died over the
weekend.
Additionally, there were former Judge
Leopold Prince, Hattie Helborn, Len
Cohen,

Joseph, Harry and Arthur Moskowitz, License Commissioner Paul Moss,
B. S. and Charles Moss, Irving Greenfield,
Jay M. Eisenberg, Sidney Bromberg, Sam
Cohen, Earle Beatty, William F. Rodgers,
Tom
Connors, E. M. Saunders, E. K.
O’Shea, Leon Goldberg, A1 Hovel, Mitchell Klupt, Louis Weber, Charles Moses,
Walter Vincent, Herman Robbins, William Klein, William Brandt, Jack Goetz,

Joseph Pincus, Mort Spring, William Melniker, Henry F. Krecke, David Blum,
Harry Kleindienst, William Engelhardt,
David O. Decker, Eugene Picker, Marvin
Schenck, John Murphy, Harry Bernstein,
Archie Weltman, Ben Joel, Lester Isaacs,
Louis Weinberg, Saul Rogers, E. B. Hatrick, Tom Walker, every Loew district
manager, and numerous others.

Miles F. Gibbons
New

York — Funeral
Manor,

services

were

held

N. Y„ for Miles F. Gib-

bons who died at St. Luke’s Hospital after
prolonged illness. Gibbons was associated with Paramount Newsreel for 12
years. He is survived by his widow, three
daughters and a son.
a

Domino's Initial Release
Set Early in August
New York — “Straight to Heaven,” initial feature of the newly formed Domino
Productions, will be generally released
early in August. Nina Mae McKinney and
Jack Carter head the all-colored cast. Arthur Leonard, formerly with the producstudio

Frey,

He returned to his post as assistant secretary and assistant general

at Pelham

tion department of Warner’s
Brooklyn, directed the film.

Alex

years.
Known
among his friends as “the
judge,” Frey never officially held such a
title. Last March, he suffered a heart
attack and recuperated several weeks in
Miami.

Distributors

by a nephew,

manager of Loew’s Hollywood on the east
side, and two nieces, Ruth and Ethel

in

Tent 19 Tourney
Baltimore — The second annual golf
tournament and outing held by Variety
Tent No. 19 was a pronounced success,
with many prizes going to the winners.
Rodney Collier chairmanned arrangements.
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Heavy Saving in Pa.
Chain Tax Knell

(Continued

from

page

37)

1540

he will make personal appearances in
Minneapolis, Chicago and New York . . .
Philadelphia — Approximately $25,000 a
year is the prize won by the Warner chain
in Pennsylvania by its successful legal
fight against the 1937 chain store tax.
The year-long fight ended when the
state supreme court declared the tax invalid on the ground it violates the uniformity code of the state constitution.
The

act, frankly designed to discriminate against large chains, imposed a tax

of $1 on a “chain” of one — grocery, theatre, drug store, etc. — $2 per unit in a
chain of two, and so on. Warner, which
has some 160 houses in the state, would
therefore have had to pay a $160 tax on
each.
Smaller chains throughout the state
gained smaller amounts by the decision.
Warner won an injunction against collection of the tax late last year. That
saves it the trouble now of having to wait
for a refund, as theatre chains which did
pay must do.

Plans

under way for a gigantic testimonial to Gus Edwards to honor the
veteran showman on his 60th birthday,
August 18. The affair will probably be
held in New York just prior to the world

. . . Roy

Haines, Warner eastern and Canadian sales manager, is on a trip to exchanges in Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Detroit
Cincinnati.

Comings and goings: On the Queen
Mary: Robert Montgomery , slated to make
two for M-G-M in England; F. C. Henry,
Paramount’s manager in Philippines, returning home via Europe, Africa and
India; and Dan Carroll, Australian theatre
executive, to England for a vacation . . .
Back from Madison, Wis., Sam Oppenheim, RKO projectionist, who spent several
days on the shores of Lake Mendota to
be

with

his bride

of a

few

are

premiere of “The Star Maker,” a story
inspired by Edwards’ life and songs. Eddie Cantor will be master of ceremonies

and

Broadway

days . . . From New Zealand: Mike Moodabe of Amalgamated Theatres in which
20th-Fox is a partner.

on

hand for the University of Wisconsin commencement exercises at which
his son. David, received a BA degree . . .
To Washington on business: Oliver Unger
of J. H. Hoffberg’s

J. J. Maloney, M-G-M district manager
with headquarters in Cleveland, and W. G.
Bishop of M-G-M, Detroit, were home office visitors early in the week . . . Ben
Lyon and the missus, better known as
Bebe Daniels, arrived on the lie de France
and headed straight for Hollywood . . .
James F. Greene, Dorthe Hoffman and
Michael

Raymond

sold

their origi-

. . . Eugen Lourie, designer for “Grand
Illusion,” sailed Wednesday to begin work
on Rene Clair’s new French film to be
filmed at Nice this summer . . . Martin
Good

Rider,

13-year-old

Blackfoot

Indian

who appears in Shirley Temple’s latest film,
attended the opening of “Susannah of the
Mounties” at the Roxy Friday . . . Billie
Simons of the Universal home office is
now Mrs. Joseph Wright and the couple
is honeymooning
Herman
Brewster,

office.

have

nal, “Newspaper Handicapper” to Victory
Pictures . . . Dorothy Lamour and Hedda
Hopper planed in from the coast for
short respites from the production center

in the Berkshires.

Sussman
July

1.

opens

Although

the
he

Cameo,
formerly

planned to call the 600-seat house the
Wells, Sussman believes the Cameo is a

CONGRATULATIONS
and best wishes
were extended to John J. Payette, Warner zone manager, at the dedication of
the new Kennedy Theatre in northwest
Washington . . . Commissioner Hazen of
the district government together with D.

Off on a tour of Universal exchanges
to promote closer cooperation among
branches and the home office are Tom
Murray, branch operations assistant to
William Scully, who is visiting below the
Mason and Dixon line, and James Jordan,

has

W. Gabelein of the Chillum Heights Ass’n,
participated in the dedicatory exercises
. . . The lobby and foyer were banked with

contract department manager, who is tourin? New England . . . From England to

Roach’s “The
. . . Broderick

Hollywood:

coast after a week’s vacation . . . Lep
Friedman and Arnold Bernstein lunching
together at the Astor . . . Harry and Billy

beautiful flowers which bore congratulatory messages from numerous representatives in the industry, upon the addition of
another

link to the present chain of attractive theatres . . . Many Warner home
office executives were in attendance, as
well as all the branch managers of the
local exchanges . . . Included in the group
were:

Herman Maier, Maj. Nathan Levinson, Frank Cahill, Harry Goldberg, Leonard Schlesinger, Harold Rambusch, John
Eberson, William Gedris, I. J. Hoffman,

Charles Kenny, H. E. Schwarz, Martin Bennett and Lief Neandross ... A stag party
at the Mayflower Hotel followed the feature presentation, which all the abovementioned guests attended.
The scheduled presentation of Universal’s ‘‘The Sun Never Sets” at Keith’s was
stymied in favor of the third week showing of Universal’s “Mikado” . . . The sudden spurt in receipts warranted the holdover. However, in so doing it became necessary to brush over the newspaper ad on
the former picture and announce the continued showing . . . Joe Fields. Baltimore,
has entered the radio field in conjunction
with theatre activities. He and his brothers
are producing serials for air presentation
and have contracted with some wellknown networks . . . Henry Matcher, Rivoli
manager, presented wrist watches to his
daughters who recently celebrated their
birthdays within the same week.
Morris Zell, Metro checking supervisor,
has learned that troubles are not just
BOXOFFICE
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E

Charles

Laughton

and

Mau-

ren O’Hara, stars of “Jamaica Inn” . . .
In for an opening: Alexander Hall, director of “Good Girls Go to Paris.” . . .
Honeymoon trip: Clint Wander, manager
of the Loew’s Broad,
in to see the boys on

Columbus,
the fourth

dropped
floor at

bubbles.

The loss of a traveling bag containing assorted haberdashery and a much
needed topcoat took first place on the grief
parade. The presence of smoke in his car
the following day revealed a burning rear
cushion. And while relating this bit of news
on the third day he was marooned by a
flat tire . . . The local RKO sales group,
headed by Branch Manager Bob Folliard,
attended their convention at the Westchester Country Club, Rye, N. Y. . . . Archie Rose. RKO. is spending his vacation
with relatives in W. Orange, N. J., and
plans to take in the fair.
Tue Paramount group, now back from
coast convention, gradually is rounding
in+o shape after the ten-day siege of train
riding. All bespeak of a grand time on
the coast, meeting the stars mid being entertained in royal fashion . . . Royalty in
the flesh was the day and date feature
presentation in Washington with Kina
George and Elizabeth gracing the nation’s
capital . . . Paramount newsmen were on
the job and made a full reel of the highlights on sepia film, which was vlaned to
the laboratory in New York and then to
the coast the same day, establishing a precedent in shipping canned news. The con-

better name

. . . Bob

Weitman

calls Gros-

singer’s

the “Roney Plaza of the Mountains.” He’s taking his family up there
for the summer July 1 . . . Peggy Wood
gone

to Hollywood

to appear

Brandt engaging in a sidewalk
tion with Joe Unger and Milt
front

in Hal

Housekeeper’s Daughter”
Crawford returned to the

of the Astor, discussing
mount and Allied conventions.

conversaKusell in
the

Para-

ventioneers were treated to a screening the
following day. Jack Fruchtman, Paramount
office manager, was pressed into service
as an aide to the newsman and was treated to the thrill of speeding through the
thoroughfares while seated in the side-car
of a police-manned motorcycle . . . Emaline Benser, Paramount, vacationing in New
York.

Hunter Perry, Dominion theatres, journeyed to Washington from the Roanoke
convention with his assistant, Jack Katz,
to see his booker, Goleum Ketchum, transacted business and then hopped to New
York to attend a wedding . . . Harley
Davidson’s

father-in-law

recently

was

in-

jured on Harley’s plantation in Rural Retreat. . .The Variety Club of Baltimore
held a most successful golf tournament at
the

Rolling Road Country Club on Friday, June 16; 55 prizes were awarded to
the lucky contenders, the feature prize
being free tonsilectomy, same being won
by A1 Kahn, Pennington, Curtis Bay, Md.,
who announced that his son would be the
recipient of the well-known ether . . . Mrs.
Mildred Yost cashier at the State Theatre. Falls Church, Va„ was presented with
a baby

girl June

16.

REVIEW
FLASHES
MICKEY
cast

THE
and

KID

(Rep) — Dash,

plenty

of heart

a

tugs

competent
combine

make this cops and robbers
command
consideration as

Mexican

program material for the neighborhood
houses and kiddie matinees, its natural

Officials at Premiere —

hunting

For the opening of “Juarez” at the Boyd Theatre in Philadelphia appeared
Gustavo Otriz Hernan (center). Mexican consul in Philadelphia for a welcome by Jack Warner jr. At the right is Maurice Gable, Boyd managing
director. David Weshner, Warner zone manager, is at the extreme left,
flanked

by Everett

C. Callow,

Warner

chain

to

melodrama
meritorious

advertising

SAINT

grounds. Herman
Schlom
duced; Arthur Lubin directed.

IN

LONDON,

THE

pro-

(RKO)— Produced

in England, this tops previous entries
the Saint series with a
heavy load

manager.

thrills, suspense

and

humor.

Unflagging

in
of
ac-

tion should peg it a money-maker on both
sides of the Atlantic. George Sanders
takes honors in the title role. William
Sistrom
directed.

QPERATORS
who are trying to erect a
theatre at Vernon road and Sprague
St. are still having trouble. The Stenton
Improvement Ass’n held a
protesting a theatre in the
be mainly residential — and
junction suits. The group
committee to appear at the
hearing
reports

mass meeting
area — said to
filed five inalso chose a
zoning board

. . . William Goldman’s Terminal
enthusiastic response to its new

“hobby

nights.” Three hobbyists are interviewed on the stage each week, and exhibit their craft in the lobby . . . Herman
Goldberg, cousin of Harry Felt, Highland
Park, will take over the Reo, Frankford
. . . Sam D. Schwartz, Warner, has gone
north on vacation.
Ben

Fertel, Colonial, will become

a proud

dad any

minute now . . . No, he’s not predicting the baby’s sex . . . Dave Barrist is
off for an extended trip to South America
. . . Edgar Moss, 20 th-Fox, off to Virginia
for a trade meeting . . . Barrett Riesling,
Metro “Ambassador of Good Will” was in
town, making the round of theatres and
newspaper offices. Had a luncheon with
Warner executives . . . W arnerites Larry
Graver, Paul Castello, Al Plough and Jack
Mulhall made a quick trip to New York
for a business meeting . . . Jack Harris,
Mayfair, sent an usher around the neighborhood disguised as George Bernard
Shaw

to boost

“Pygmalion.”

World’s Fair after a weekend visit . . .
Leona Shaeffer, same office, is doing
something less arduous — taking a cruise to
Bermuda . . . Dorothy Stein, cashier.
Grand National, and Dave Levin, Pike,
celebrate their birthdays on the Fourth —
but without firecrackers. The state has
banned them . . . Ben Harris, Masterpiece
Pictures, celebrates his birthday on the
15th, and Edgar Moss, 20th-Fox, on the
20th . . . Percy Block, former district manager for Paramount, was in town winding
up his affairs. He’s off to Texas,
will be his permanent residence.

38-B

Stein, of National

Vine Street. The whisper is that they’re
looking for a spot to erect a new buildmg
. . . Ludwig S. Hartmann, former German
exhibitor now selling fuel oil to theatres
here, cut his hand severely while making
a
delivery . . . Joe Conway, Egyptian,
doesn’t
Cynwyd

play favorites. He invited Balamothers to visit the theatre free

Mother’s Day. So Father’s
same for the fathers.

Day

he did the

Frank McNamee, Charles Zagrans
the rest of the RKO boys are back
the Rye, N. Y., convention, bubbling
enthusiasm . . . Allied members will
over

which

Screen’s

na-

and
from
with
talk

the

decisions of their national convention at a meeting in the Broadwood
next Thursday (June 29) ... The Variety
Club had 75 couples at its spring dance
in the Cedarbrook Country Club.

produced;

league

proportions

Crooner Phil Regan
port and the film

in Nevins’ drug stores . . . Jack Mulhall,
Warner Wilmington district manager, is
off on vacation . . . Ditto Fred Leopold,
He’s
. . .

Joe Bergin, Stanley, Chester, says he's going to take a two weeks’ canoe trip, but
friends wonder who’s going to do the
paddling.
Syd
and

Mesibov,
Lou

Warner

Black,

advertising

Warner

Theatre,

Wil-

tor startled the public by saying a “mass
parachute jump is now taking place.”
Stunt made the papers . . . M-G-M’s truck
with a papier-mache elephant and live
monkey is coming to town to ballyhoo
Finds

a Son”

. . . John

Carstairs

in

every

respect.

produced;

Sidney

supwith
Sal-

STRONGER
THAN
DESIRE (M-G-M)— A remake of the William Powell-Myma
Loy
starrer, "Evelyn Prentice,” the picture retains much of the dramatic story impact
otherwise

suffers

by

comparison.

The

cast, headed by Virginia Bruce and Walter
Pidgeon, fails to make most of the material
available. The film, nevertheless, will
serve

as

a

satisfactory

programmer,

par-

ticularly among those who missed the first
filmization. John W. Considine produced;
Leslie Fenton directed.

WATERFRONT
(WB) — This story of
boiled longshoremen and stevedores
any

outstanding

hardprob-

business,

but should please in the neighborhoods.
Good cast including Dennis Morgan, Gloria
Dickson, Marie Wilson, Sheila Bromley and
Ward
Morse

Bond. Bryan
directed.

COMPLETE
pictures

Foy

produced;

REVIEWS

will appear

on

in an

Terry

the above
early issue

of BOXOFFICE.

Strand,
fall.

Allentown,

is in bed

after a

bad

man,

mington, proved it isn’t true that “Only
Angels Have Wings.” They went up in an
airplane, dumped overboard 500 dolls, attached to parachutes advertising the picture. Meanwhile a radio news commenta-

“Tarzan

Paddy

is given splendid
is well supplied

laughs. Sol Siegel
kow directed.

ably will not do

Newest business boosting stwit in theatres is “drug store day.” Every lady buying
a 32-cent admission is given a certificate
entitling her to 30 cents worth of goods

John

SHE
MARRIED
A
COP
(Rep)— Sprightly
musical comedy measuring up to major

but

WB Grand Opera House, Wilmington.
going hunting and fishing in Maine

Florence Averell, secretary to Bob Lynch,
Metro, is singing the praises of the

Gaston

tional office, was in town to spend a few
days with local manager, Stanley Goldberg
. . . Harry Bodkin, United Artists, and a
group from the New York office have been
spending some time walking up and down

Vanetta,

Charles Cox leaves for Allentown to
manage the Astor . . . Mary Brian, former
screen star, is wowing ’em in a small
Hazelton, Pa., playhouse . . . Reading city
officials attended a special screening of
“Goodbye, Mr. Chips,” arranged by George
Peters . . . Mrs. Irwin M. Charlap was
elected president of the Variety Club’s
Ladies’ Auxiliary. Other officers are Mrs.
Charles Zagrans, vice-president ; Mrs. Allen Benn, secretary and Mrs. William
Wolf, treasurer.
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20 in Mei Area Dark,

A

Some Permanenily
New York — Within the past few weeks,
20 theatres in the metropolitan area have
darkened, some permanently, but the majority for the summer. In a number of
instances darkenings are taking place for
the first time.
Harry Brandt has acquired the Central,
Yonkers, dropped by RKO.
This is his
first theatre in the town. He operates the
Colony, White Plains. The Broadway and
Rialto in Monticello, upper New York,
have been reopened for the summer. The
Model,

Brooklyn,

has relighted

after alter-

ations which required ten days’ work. The
Rivoli, West New York, is operating on a
five-day policy, being dark Wednesday and
Thursday. The Windsor on Grand St.,
Manhattan, will remain open weekends
only this summer. The Penn Newsreel on
34th St. has been demolished.
The Broadmoor, Bloomfield, N. J., will
shut down for the summer July 5. Other
houses already darkened for the summer
include Harry Harris’ New 14th St. and
Washington in Manhattan, the Boro, Dale,
Burke and Congress in the Bronx; Juliet,
Arlington, N. J.; Park, Newburgh, N. Y.;
Rex, East Rutherford, N. J.; Hastings,
Hastings, N. Y. ; Hollywood, Manhattan;
Rialto, Paterson, N. J.; Opera House, Bayonne, N. J.; Empire, Rahway, N. J.; Cumberland, Brooklyn; Avalon, Ascot, Willis
and Mt. Eden, Consolidated theatres in
the Bronx,
Brooklyn.
In

and

addition

Ed

Randforce’s
Peskay

has

Greenwich, Greenwich, Conn.
nial, Peekskill, N. Y., has been
The

theatre

under

Wilson,

closed

the

The Coloshuttered.

construction

north side of 42nd St., just west
Ave., occupying the property

on

the

of Sixth
formerly

tenanted by Drake’s restaurant, will be
operated by Harry Brandt when the 900seat project is completed this fall. Herman Sussman plans to have his new
Cameo, Brewster, N. Y., seating 600, ready
by July 1.

1IL B

JOM BAILEY, 20th Century-Fox eastern
district sales manager, visited the Albany branch . . . Don Remer, Fox salesman and one of the smoothest talkers on
Filmrow, weekended in the home town,
New Haven. Once served in the exchange
. . . The jinx still trails Betty O’Hare,
company
stenographer. Miss O’Hare,
whose brother died while she was recovering in a local hospital from an operation,
was

struck by an automobile and lay unconscious for sometime before being picked
up. Now recuperating at home from the
shock . . . John Christy’s Strand, Watervliet, closed for the summer . . . Eddie Cantor and radio company play a one-day
stand at popular prices and with a feature
film, in Fabian’s Palace, June 27. Theatre is using spot radio announcements, including plugs immediately following Cantor’s network show heard here via WOKO.
Mrs.

Harry

G. Brown,

operator

of the

Strand, Old Forge, was a far-away visitor
to Filmrow. She does not make many
trips to Albany from the Adirondack
Mountain resort. Her theatre does its biggest business in the summer. Mrs. Brown
is not the only woman exhibitor served by
Albany exchanges. Others are: Mrs. Inez
Ferguson of the Copake Theatre, Copake;
Mrs. L. J. Van Buren, Orpheum, Cairo;
Mrs.

Antoinette McNamara, Bay, Alexandria Bay; Mrs. H. L. Wodenberg, Clinton,
Clinton; Mrs. M. A. Carpenter, Lake, Lake
George.

First reports were that Sol Krugman,
former Grand National manager in
Philadelphia and later United Artists
Harrisburg, Pa., salesman, would succeed
Leon

Herman as UA man here. Krugman, who visited Albany while special
representative for Grand National, did not
take or receive the assignment. Herman
is now carrying the banners for RKO. He

Important Role lor Films
In Television Predicted
Schenectady — A hint of the importance

Three

Lackawanna

To Basils and

Units

to be played by motion pictures in television broadcasts generally is seen in the
assertion here by Dr. W. R. Baker, General Electric director of radio and tele-

Dipson

Buffalo — Addition of three Lackawanna theatres to those operated by the
local Basil Brothers and Nikitas K. Dipson of Batavia, is announced by Nicholas

vision, that “film programs by the
thousands” must be created and produced
before the new medium attains a stature
of national importance.

J. Basil, vice-president and general manager of the partnership circuit. Beginning July 1, the Franklin and the Ridge

Six to eight years is the period fixed
by Dr. Baker for providing television
facilities that will give adequate countrywide coverage and make receivers standard equipment in millions of homes.

will be operated by Basil-Dipson. The
Hollywood, also leased, and now closed,
will continue inoperative several months.
The Franklin has 1,100 seats, the Ridge
800, and the Hollywood 450.
The trio of
partnership of
Williams, who
the Park, both
several years.
ers will retire

leases were taken from the
Mitchell Morad and Joseph
also own the Liberty and
of which have been closed
It is understood the ownfrom theatre business.

Basil also announces the Liberty
will be added to the chain November
has been leased from Albert Francis.
BOXOFFICE
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Critics of television who cite the cost
and difficulty of sustained transmission
are answered in Dr. Baker’s contention
that, since television requires the same
degree of concentration as a motion picture, two hours of such entertainment is
enough for most people during one day.
He points out television cannot, like radio,
be enjoyed while one is otherwise engaged.
He predicts television will supplement,
not supplant, radio and considers it
America’s

next

big industry.

accompanied Manager Bernard Kranze
and George Tucker, a fellow salesman, to
the company’s annual sales convention at
Rye. A local paper, by the way, ran a
story about the confab and the Albany
branchmen attending. It was the only tiein release on any of the conventions held
since mid-winter by the producing companies represented on Filmrow, although
one of the gatherings, Paramount’s, took
exchangemen to Hollywood. Manager Clayton Eastman did not come in with the
other boys from Chicago. He went on to
New York when the convention special
was split and checked at the home office.
Assistant Booker Irving Mendelson, who
held the fort while the sales staff sortied
in the west, weekended in his home town.
New Bedford, Mass., after their return. Ad
Sales Manager Lee Beecher was in the
party visiting the Glamour Capital. Schuyler Beattie, booking manager, discovered
trade papers spelled his name “Schuller.”
. . . Inez Lawrence, pleasant-voiced Columbia operator, will be the first to leave on
vacation in that exchange.
Bill Kraemer, Schine booker, ankled
local exchanges for two days. Kraemer, a
popular figure here, makes a trip from
Gloversville about once every four weeks.
Frank Williams, Benton booker, and a
more frequent visitor, was also on Filmrow
. . . George Goldberg, Warner salesman,
was confined to his home with an infected
foot . . . Harry Gallup is now operating
the Adirondack Theatre in Speculator four
days a week. He will go on full time in
July. Speculator is a popular Adirondack
Mountain resort . . . George Thornton has
opened the Orpheum in Tannersville for
the summer. The theatre was damaged
some time ago in a fire which broke out
in another building and repairs were
necessary. Thornton also operates the Orpheum in Saugerties, a good spot. Percy
Quigley of the Coxsackie, Coxsackie; Lou
Bucken of the Amenia, Amenia; Charlie
Wilson of the Bijou, Troy, and Bill Barney
of the Grand, Watervliet, trouped Filmrow. Barney is prepping his small yacht
for summer sails. He docks it at Scotia.
Last year, Barney cruised Long Island
Sound on a vacation.
George

Lynch,

chief

buyer

for Schine

circuit, was one of the Row’s unusual visitors. Does not come here often; usually it
is for “something important.” Lynch
naturally is welcomed with open arms.
Warner Club was to hold its annual picnic and field day at swanky Totem Lodge,
Burden Lake, June 25. Sports, dancing and
eating were

on program. Committee on arrangements: Jack Swartout, manager of
the American, Troy, and club president;
Bill Tallman, assistant manager of Strand,
Albany; Jimmy Moore, assistant booker of
Warner exchange; Bert Windelspecht,
Warner Theatres office . . . Al Feltman
closed the Lincoln, Schenectady, for the

summer

. . . Grand National’s “Exile Express” had its first territorial showing at
Proctor’s, the A house in Schenectady . Also
spotted at Grand, one of Fabian’s two
first runs here, and at Lincoln, one of Warner’s first-run houses in Troy.
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Bellman , Tindet Supervise
Albany Republic Shift
QTIS KYGER, relief manager for Wilmer
and Vincent Theatres here, has been
promoted to manager of the State in Allentown, his place here being taken by Keith
Caudle,

upped from doorman at the Colonial. Omer Owen is the new doorman
at the Colonial . . . Burglars broke into
Tinytown and robbed Walter Coulter of almost $1,000 . . . Bennie Somma, manager of the Henrico, paid Washington
Filmrow a visit . . . Fred Leiber is a new
member of the staff at the Venus,
ing Clarence Riggin.

replac-

Going and coming: Elbert Grover , RKO
salesman in town on way to convention
. . . John

Caldwell,

owner

of the Lee, Ap-

pomattox, returns from the World’s Fair
. . . Harley Davidson, Paramount salesman,
telling about the big convention in California. . . Virginia Snead visited Urbanna
. . . Herman Nowitsky, brother of Al and
maintenance engineer for the Wilmer and
Vincent circuit, was here for a short visit
from Norfolk . . . Dorothy Shewbridge visRCA

ited Camp Orapax . . . “Slim” Petraseck,
engineer from Baltimore, relieving

Bill Attmore, vacation bound . . . Gordon Culley, assistant to Sam Gordon at
the Venus, visited Petersburg . . . Brock
Whitlock, assistant manager, Loew’s Capitol, Washington, was in town visiting relatives. . . Walter Vincent and Joe Egan,
officials of the Wilmer and Vincent Corp.,
were here last week.
Thomas Pitts has closed the Patrick
Henry, except for Friday and Saturday
performances during the summer . . . Employes of the censor board will holiday from July 1 to July 5 ... A. J.
Harlow, Ben Pitts’ partner in Orange county, is running for the house of delegates
in the August primary
ma took an active part
ball game between the
week ... Bob Beamer,
laski Theatre, Pulaski,

. . . Charlie Somin the annual softcivic clubs here last
manager of the Puassisted by Russell

Williams, staged a “Hollywood Premiere”
on the stage of his theatre recently, having a number of local folks impersonate
various Hollywood stars . . . The new Page
Theatre in Luray has opened under the
personal management of Denver F. Aleshire . . . The Park and Lee teams in the
Wilmer and Vincent Duckpin League are
tied for first place, with the Colonial only
two games behind.

Albany — Jack Bellman, Republic eastern district sales manager, and J. E. Tindet, director of office operations, were in
Albany supervising the transfer of Republic’s affairs from a franchise basis under
Bernard H. Mills to company operation
under Arthur J. Newman, former Grand
National manager. Although Newman
had been at the office and in the field
for Republic since the latter part of May,
Mills held a contract for product until
August 1. He, therefore, continued to sell
pictures. At a recent meeting in New
York, however, Republic is said to have
bought out Mills, and will liquidate the
playdates through its own organization.
The same arrangement is reported to have
been made with Jack Berkowitz in the
Buffalo territory. Mills and Berkowitz
were partners.
Filmrow gossip is that Mills and Berkowitz may become associated with Harry
Berkson of Buffalo in the upstate Monogram franchise. Mills would remain in
Albany, being well established here. Sam
Milberg, a nephew of Mills and a Republic
salesman for him, would remain with
Mills. Milberg is interested in two small
theatres in nearby cities. Monogram has
a salesman but no office in this territory
at present. Frank Duffy, veteran film
man,

is set to stay with
ing to reports.

New

Republic,

Censorship

accord-

Tangle

Up in Philadelphia
Philadelphia — One

of the most

unusual

censorship tangles witnessed in Philadelphia is scheduled to be settled in court
Monday.
It centered about the film “Ecstasy,” distributed by Eureka Productions, Inc. The
film was twice rejected by state censors,
but the company’s attorney, Edward Watson, argued they weren’t “real” censors —
just ad interim appointments.
So Judge Otto R. Ehiligman ordered recently appointed Censor Edna R. Carroll
to give it another look. And just to help
along, the judge himself came to the
screening. With him came a blue-ribbon
jury, including the Catholic school superintendent, a minister, teacher, artist,
banker, and others. Attorney Watson
brought along some
cates of his own.

distinguished

The censor’s decision, Boxoffice has
learned, still will be that the picture is im-

A Projectionist Pickets
IATSE Union Pickets

moral and indecent.
arguments may defeat
hearing.

Philadelphia — Habitues of the exchange
district were treated to the unusual spectacle of a projectionist picketing a union
— local 307 IATSE operators union.
The man, who declined to give his name,

Studio Mass Meeting to
Ask FTP Continuance

carried an American flag and a sign accusing the union officials of playing favorites
in distributing work among members. He
claimed to be
standing.
Union

an

insiders

operator

of 20 years’
was

a

“permit man” — who holds a city license
but is on the union waiting list, not a
full-fledged member.
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But the laymen’s
the censor’s at the

Hollywood — A mass meeting of film
industry workers has been called for Monday under the joint sponsorship of the
Screen Actors Guild, Screen Writers Guild
and

said the picketer

advo-

Screen Directors Guild to urge Congress to continue the federal theatre project, now due for abandonment. The
sponsors are seeking a transcontinental
broadcast of the meeting.

pRANK
DURKEE’S new 1,200-seat theatre being built on York Road and Rosebank Ave., will be called the Senator. Durkee hopes to have the house open by the
middle of September . . . William J. Wagner, manager of the Lord Baltimore Theatre, will take in the New York World’s
Fair on his vacation, which he’ll start
soon. Incidentally, he’ll also be celebrating his tenth wedding anniversary.
Sam Salts of the Howard Theatre is
dieting these days. By his own admission,
he’s getting too fat ... Ed Wheeler, formerly manager of three Warner houses in
Johiistoivn, Pa., is now here and engaged
in the advertising business . . . The Rio
(colored) Theatre, reopened after a complete remodeling , is being operated by the
Calvert Theatre Co.
Walter J. Silverberg, owner of the Park
Theatre, expects to leave Sinai Hospital
any day now. Silverberg was gravely ill
for a while, when pneumonia set in following an operation.

Cowdin Meets in England
With GF Distributors
New York — J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the Universal board, arrives Monday in England on the Queen Mary. The
trip is a periodical visit with executives
of General Film Distributors which is interested financially in Universal. While in
England, Cowdin will discuss the progress
made in the distribution of “The Mikado,”
produced by GFD, in the United States.
The

early summer lull in attendance appears to be lifting according to weekend
reports on grosses from key cities, said
Cowdin before he sailed.

Kent

Due

Monday

New York — Sidney R. Kent, president
of 20th-Fox, is due Monday from Trinidad
after attending Latin -American sales
meetings of the company.

Dissolution of Meredian
Pictures Is Ordered
New
Ernest

York — Supreme Court Justice
Hammer, approving a report of

Referee

Edward J. McDonough, has ordered dissolution of Meredian Pictures.
The company, which was in the business
of making trailers, has $119 in assets, of
which 53 trailers are appraised at $40. The
trailers are said to be useless and cracked,
due to age.
Liabilities are $56,768. Of these. Associated Publications are owed $75, the Film
Daily, $736, and
and jr„ $45,787.

Kleckner

David

Stewart

to Jam

Craven

sr.

Handy

Detroit — Joseph B. Kleckner has joined
Jam Handy, animated cartoon makers, in
an executive capacity. Until recently, he
was president of Motiograph, Inc.
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Since it was first announced

in

October . . . these leading theatres*
have purchased

orm
odifoi

N
A
C
I
R
E
M
A
B

Restful I Chairs
Cha
NEWSREEL
FOUR STAR
BROADWAY
ILLINOIS
GRAND
LUX
RIALTO
BATES
FOX
LA REINA
CENTER
PLAZA
STATE
SENATE
HINES
VALENTINE
MADISON
FOREST
PANTAGES
MACK
STONEHURST
ROXY
STRAND
PARK
MUNRO
ALHAMBRA
MADISON
MARSHALL
MAIN STREET
JULIAR
NILE
LIBERTY
BLAKER’S
COLONY
STATE
MERALTA
MILLWALD
OZ
FOX
HARDAC.RE
R. K. O. PALACE
BROUNS
R. K. O. SCHUBERT
GRANADA
R. K. O. KIETH’S
COZY
TEXAS
GRAND
COMMUNITY
REGENT

Radio City, N. Y.
Grand Rapids, Mich.
Cape Girardeau, Mo.
Jacksonville, 111.
Crookston, Minn.
Perham, Minn.
Atlanta, Ga.
Attleboro, Mass.
Sterling, Colo.
Van Nuys, Cal.
Cadillac, Mich.
Dyersville, Iowa
Quincy, Illinois
Detroit, Mich.
Portland, Indiana
Defiance, Ohio
Cincinnati, Ohio
Cincinnati, Ohio
Sioux Falls, S. D.
Chester, Penna.
Upper Darby, Penna.
Fargo, North Dakota
Shelbyville, Ind.
Indianapolis, Ind.
Holla, North Dakota
Shelbyville, Ind.
Memphis, Tenn.
Marshall, Mich.
Sauk Center, Minn.
Baraboo, Wis.
Bethlehem, Penna.
Lincoln, Nebraska
Wildwood, N. J.
Portsmouth, Virginia
Endicott, New York
Los Angeles, Cal.
Wytheville, Virginia
Fremont, Michigan
Helena, Montana
Tipton, Iowa
Cincinnati, Ohio
Cabin Creek, W. Va.
Cincinnati, Ohio
Cleveland, Ohio

Dayton, Ohio
Decatur, Michigan
Waxahachie, Texas
Lemmon, South Dakota
Harbor Beach, Mich.
Muskegon, Mich.
*Many
World's

schools and
Fairs,

FOX BABCOCK
STATE
BRAYTON
ROSEWIN
PALACE
AVON
PALACE
MAXINF:
LIBERTY
REGENT
CASTLE
FOX
CRYSTAL
DE ANZA
MAJESTIC
PALACE
ARROWHEAD
AVALON
GARDEN
GLADMER
GRAND
CENTURY
ISIS
BROWARD
LYNWOOD
DIKON
LIBERTY
PALACE
AUDITORIUM
WAMPAS
TEXAS

civic auditoriums,

have

GRAND

also installed

as u ell as exhibits

American

Bodiform

Billings, Mont.
Long Beach, Cal.
Long Beach, Cal.
Dallas, Texas
Marlin, Texas
Stamford, Conn.
Penacook, N. H.
Croswell, Michigan
LaGrande, Oregon
Allegan, Michigan
Newcastle, Wyoming
Philadelphia, Penna.
Glencoe, Minn.
Riverside, Cal.
Houston, Texas
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Onamia, Minn.
White Bear Lake, Minn.
Flint, Michigan
Lansing, Michigan
Cooper, Texas
Buffalo, New York
Kansas City, Mo.
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
Grundy, Virginia
Wapato, Washington
Whitesville, W. Va.
Wichita, Kansas
Marshall, Mo.
Keosauqua, Iowa
Sherman, Texas
at both
Chairs

RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

Pioneers and pacemakers in theatre, auditorium, school, church,
stadium and transportation seating
Branch Offices and Distributors in Principal Cities

(Title

registered

U.

S. Patent

Office)
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A veritable stack of specially prepared press releases anent recent developments now reposes in our
desk. They deal largely with present public demonstrations and with distant probabilities insofar as their applicability totheatre business is concerned.

theatre's attraction and in a manner comparable to
modern theatre presentation, is so remote, we believe,
that no progressive theatre owner need be greatly
perturbed about its upsetting his present plans.

It is now difficult to visualize the effect of television
on theatre business very differently from that of radio.
If someone will divulge the peculiarities of its application as a boon to the theatre boxoffice or will tell us
it should delay or alter the present trend of propmodernization, we'll be glad to pass the good
around.
word erty
why

Make

Illusion

•
Cleanliness

The more we read about it, the greater becomes our
confusion as to what, if anything, television is eventually going to mean to theatre owners. Will it become
a useful ally to theatre business — or is it destined to be
another rival home-attraction and a headache?

.. 48

M. Moore

•
Frantic

Television?

The reasonable probability of the televised moving
picture program being presented in the theatre as a

to

Favor

By Ansel

44

Kent

Finish

Insulation

Tell Us

its

•
Trends

Theatre

Please

In the meantime, plans or commitments for building,
house improvements or eguipment replacements
should not be held back because of television possibilities. It's still in the larva stage insofar as we can view
it. But pro or con in its eventual applicability, the prestige of the motion picture theatre should not be allowed to
lapse and lose its potency.

Repre-

S. Michi-

111., or to Eastern Representa9 Rockefeller Plaza, New York.
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THERE is considerable justification for

the current and recurrent condemnation of World’s Fairs by theatre owners who recognize in these enormous attractions a competitor of no mean proportions. No question but what time and
money is being spent lavishly in trips to
the Fair that might otherwise have found
its way into the boxoffices of our theatres.
Theatres in proximity to these stupendous crowd gatherings suffer most acutely
from the counter-attraction; but the effect is also felt throughout the industry
that must derive its livelihood from paid
admissions. Even the small-town cinema,
far removed from the exposition center, is
not spared completely, because of the intense propaganda applied in influencing
people to “Come to the Fair.”
What’s to do about it? There isn’t very
much the theatre operating industry can
do to effectively counter-act this worthy
contender for public interest and patronage. To attempt an estoppel would be
foolish and as futile as trying to sweep
back an incoming tide with a whisk broom.
Progress

On

Parade

Both World’s Fairs and regional Public
Exhibitions as we have come to know them
by their increasing frequency of appearance at all points of the country, aside
from their encroachment on the divine
rights of showmanship, are but huge outbursts— expressions of human progress in
art, science and industry. Such exposi-

tions are the collective indicia of what
mankind has done to make living more
endurable and pleasant for its ilk. Therefore, to try to discourage such displays
would be quixotic in the extreme.
There is an old commercial truism, however, that offers a bit of surcease to the
sorely tried theatre industry: “If you can’t
lick your competitor, join him.” Obviously,
the enormous exhibition branch of the
moving picture business cannot cast its
lot directly with the ever-recurring expositions. But it can cash in on the human
interest and desires created by these great
educational attractions among millions of
people who must soon return to the more
or less routine of moving picture entertainment.
Let us here presuppose a possibility that
could and probably will be very much in
point on the proposal just made. Take
an item from the local gazette:
“Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Q. Jones, prominent citizens and socialites of Pandoria,
have just returned home from a most enjoyable trip to the World’s Fair. They
were accompanied by Sue, their co-ed
One of the twelve built-to-scale theatre
front models in the exhibit of Pittsburgh
Plate Glass Co. in the Glass Center Bldg,
at the New York Fair, featuring structural
glass, glass blocks and alumilited metal
trim.

M and

rid

daughter, and son, Sam, both of whom
are home from college for their summer
vacations. Sue and Sam are satellites
among Pandoria’s younger set.”
The Jones Family, we will assume, saw
all there was to see at the Fair. Papa J.,
being an industrialist in his home town,
went through the building material exhibits
booth by booth. But while Pa was busy
making

notes on Pandoria’s structural requirements, Mother Jones wasn’t missing a
thing in the Home Building Center of
The Town of Tomorrow. She, too, was
collecting ideas for home consumption.
They

Talk

It Up, Too

The Jones kids, of course, were kept busy
soaking up the glamour of the situation.
They went for the Fair’s entertainment
features in a big way, noting particularly
the manner of presentation and spectacular effects of each performance. They, too,
picked up many ideas on physical aspects
of entertainment and visual education, the
telling of which was to thrill the good
people of Pandoria.
Thus, the Jones Family returns from the
Fair with a brand new mood for modernization— in entertainment. They’ve seen it
first-hand and they’re telling it around.
Main Street no longer looks good enough
to the enlightened Pater Jones, so he
springs an improvement program on the
C. of C. Mama Jones sprouts visions of
home modernity among all the matrons in
the town, and the Juniors do plenty of
griping about lack of refined places of entertainment around the old homestead.
It isn’t hard to picture the predicament
of the owner of Pandoria’s Palace Theatre
— “the best show in town” — who hasn’t
spent a dime for property improvement
since Hoover retired to private practice.
He’s on the spot with the Jones clan and
their many cohorts who have caught the
spirit of modernization from personal visits
to or vivid pictures and descriptions of the
functional elements and effects of “The
Town
Tomorrow.”
How ofdifferent
and desirable the whole
picture would be if local theatre conditions were such that the Jones boys and
girls could say upon seeing some of the
materialistic wonders of the World’s Fair:
“Humph! That’s not so much. We’ve had
the same thing at the Palace in Pandoria
since they remodeled it last spring.” That’s
prestige for you Mr. Showman, and with
a capital P.
The

Inference

Is Plain

No, you can’t honestly plead unfamiliarity with modern methods and materials
as an excuse for inactivity in property
improvement. Unless, of course, you’ve deliberately closed your eyes to the march of
progress we’ve long and persistently paraded before you in these pages. Temporary financial embarrassment or credit
restriction might be a plausible excuse for
further delay in modernization; but where
the very future of moving picture exhibition as a business is at stake, the men
who want to stay in it without too great
a struggle must find a way to meet this
growing obligation of showmanship
—rapidly
everywhere.
The material means
The MODERN

of theatre moderniTHEATRE

SECTION

Week-end crowds waiting to see television
demonstrations in the General Electric
Bldg, form lines from six to ten deep
around two-thirds of the exhibit’s large
central auditorium. The crowds file past a
television studio on one side of the auditorium, where visitors are interviewed, and
eventually reach the opposite side where
there are seven receiver sets.

zation are now at the disposal of this industry, plentifully. Creative talent, artistic ability and engineering assistance are
all available, economically. And significantly, the general public is aware of the
comparative ease with which House Appeal
may be applied to all classes of theatres,
because operative functions and use values

Cover

Illustration

Symbolic of the pleasing decorative
effects that may be attained in the
treatment of stairways for modern
buildings through use of rubber flooring is this installation in the new
building of Columbus Show Case Company, of Columbus, Ohio. While not a
theatre project, the suggestion for
such application is pronounced. Designed by the company’s own architect, M. K. Teach, this application of
rubber flooring features solid black
treads and risers on the steps, broken
only by metal edging. On the landing
the black is broken by an insert of
solid French grey, the entire scheme
harmonizing beautifully with the
modern balustrade. Throughout the
modern building, this resilient, wearresisting type of flooring is used in
the general offices, showrooms and
corridors also, in color combinations
selected by the architect to harmonize
best with the appointments of the
areas concerned. Floor coverings, particularly inplaces of prominence such
as stairways, aisles and all areas commonly frequented by patrons, are now
recognized by authorities as one of the
keynotes of theatre decorative effect.
(Goodyear News Service Photo).
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are being interestingly explained to them
not alone in Fair exhibitions but in magazines, by radio and — even moving pictures.
Therefore, it is pretty hard for any theatre owner in this day and age to escape
the conviction that modernization of properties is an immediate and pressing problem— more vital undoubtedly than either
the present picture situation or the interpolitical aspects of the industry.
By the very nature of its business — showmanship— the theatre industry should
never allow itself to be led in either the
making or the merchandising of entertainment. With something more than a hundred million prospective patrons weekly to
be sold and kept sold, it would seem logical to assume that a really modern theatre could compete satisfactorily with
most all its counter-attractions, including
even the World’s Fairs.
As a matter of fact, the modern theatre
can do a rather impressive job of product
exposition in its own behalf for more business at the boxoffice.

Participating
Many manufacturers whose products are
now familiar to theatre trade are among
the exhibitors at New York’s World’s Fair
of 1939. Those immediately following are
sponsoring exhibitors in “The Town

Anemostat Corporation of America
mor ow: ”
Celotex
Corporation
Certain-Teed
Crane CompanyCorporation
General Electric Company
Ilg Electric Ventilating Company
Johns -Manville Corporation
The Kawneer Company
Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass Company
Modernage Furniture Company
Owens-Illinois Glass Company
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company
W & J. Sloane
United States Rubber Company
Wood Conversion Company
Those exhibiting in their own
at the Fair include:

The lavatory section in the women’s restroom of American Radiator & Standard
Sanitary Corporation’s exhibit at the Fair
might well serve as a model for modern
theatre rest-rooms in both design and
functional furnishings.

of To-

buildings

American Radiator & Standard
tary Corp.
Carrier Corporation
Glass, Incorporated
B. F. Goodrich Company
Radio Corporation of America

Sani-

m
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By Hanns R. Teichert*

WE ALL know

the feeling of
raexhila
tion that fairly overcomes us upon entering a new modern
theatre; one that has
been planned and designed well and where
the architect and owner have shown good
judgment in the selection of a suitable detuteness
e selection
sign as well as
on as terials in th ea
in cr ting a
ma
of constructi
new cinema theatre.

The general layout and floor plan usually depends on the locality and also which
plan is best suited to the owners’ or lessors’ taste, because every exhibitor has
more or less his own idea of how a theatre
should be operated. As a matter of fact,
most large operating concerns have spent
much time and effort to obtain the best
results after years of scientific practical
research, and it is no more than right

* Theatre Decorative
cago, Illinois.

Specialist, Chi-

that architects and designers usually respect the practical experience of the
owner in trying to work out their artistic
ideas to coincide with standard and special requirements of the industry.
However, the creation of an artistic
atmosphere is decidedly up to the architect and designer, whose training and
ability should be duly respected by the
owner, because the good taste and high
standard of the ultimate achievement will
surely reflect the good judgment of the
owner when he has selected the right man
for the job. And let it be said that we in
America surely can boast of the finest talent and a large number of concerns that
have made the architectural design of the
modern cinema theatre their specialty in
almost any locality in the United States.
The

Architect

Explores

The theatre architect is the man who
keeps up with ever-changing and newly
invented building materials and methods,
and he knows best what material to incorporate into his design of a functional
interior that demands the use of the
newest and best in materials. The very
nature of the moving picture industry demands that it must always keep abreast of

B. and C.

A.

the times with its own creations.
Along with decorative elements using
new metals, glass bricks, decorative glass
of all descriptions, the new synthetic
marble materials, new wood surfaces, mirrors, porcelain coated metals, transite, and
so forth, the architect must also consider
construction and engineering, acoustics,
ventilating, cooling, and so on through
the entire gamut of factors that go to
make up the modern theatre.
He is the one who creates the unity of
the interior, by selecting the right color
of carpet, the right texture and color of
draperies, the material and colors for upholstering of the chairs which he or the
owner has selected. And how about the
restrooms and toilets, most essential in the
new theatre? Who but the architect is
better able to match the plumbing fixtures with the tile of the wall and floor
and the partitions?
Experience has shown how necessary it
is today to have adequate, clean and artistic toilet facilities, when so often lobbies and foyers and auditoriums in older
theatres have been left in a dilapidated
state but new toilets have been installed
for the utmost comfort of the patrons,
who have been educated by our new housing conditions and who now demand the
utmost in sanitation and personal comfort.
And the all important problem of lighting the interior as well as the exterior.
How many of you exhibitors have realized
the necessity of new flashy lighting to attract more customers? How many new
canopies and signs have we had occasion
to admire? These are only generalities
which each specific group has specialized
in, but all of their work has had to be coordinated by a competent architect into a
successful scheme.
Outline

of Modern

Media

Decorating is the particular specialty on
which I would like to dwell at some length
in this article. In addition to the admixture and application of paint and water
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have one side smooth sanded cork and
on the other side a rougher pebble-like
finish. Either side can be utilized, or to
add to the attractiveness a combination
of both may be suggested.
Leather, leatherette or any fabric applied over cotton padding held in place
by wood or metal covered mouldings or
decorative nails has been used to create
upholstered walls of distinction and
originality. This treatment is especially
effective since the finished surface can
be treated with color glazes and washes
to produce highly unique innovations.
Surfaces covered with metal papers, tin
foil, Chinese teabox papers, metallic brocades, walltex, tekko, copper pin point,
gold leaf, etc., make a beautifully luminous background, and if decorated with
hand-painted designs, well lighted, constitute a dynamic creation. <See illustration of Chinois design on metal-leaf covered walls, Nos. I and II).
I. and II.
colors, the painter of today has unlimited
range of decorative materials at his command which when properly used will enhance the artistic appearance of any theatre. There are fabricoids, leatherettes,
canvasses, linens, hand-blocked muslins,
leathers, pinpoints, fabricona, glass-cloth,
bamboo bark, sanitas, silky pyroxoline
products, etc., of any color and texture,
that are much more serviceable for certain surfaces than paint.
There are wood veneers on paper and
canvas backing of all descriptions from
straight grained woods to very attractive
burl effects in any size and color. These
veneers can be used in the natural wood
tones or can be stained and dyed to any
desired color, or they can be bleached almost white to match bleached wood furniture which is so much the rage in modern
decor. They can be waxed, lacquered or
given a rubbed effect in varnish finish.
These woods can be hung in panels with
the grain running horizontally, vertically
or diagonally; or they can be used in a
combination of different woods with intricate designs to produce intarsia effects.
Japanese wood-fibre on ricepaper hung in
a checkerboard fashion by alternating the
grain lends interest to any surface in a
new manner also.
Cork, now available in sheets of different thickness, has not alone the decorative effect when used to cover walls but
also the added advantage of insulation and
improvement of acoustics. These sheets

m. and rv.
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Use

of

Wallpapers

And what about wallpaper? The beautiful colored and modern styled patterns of
domestic and imported wallpapers have
always been a much admired medium of
decoration. Today they are especially
suitable because of their washability,
which can be improved still further by
treating the papered surfaces (already
washable) with the new protective coat-

face to be enhanced, especially if handtooled from the back, which will raise the
design in bas relief and give a hammered
metal effect. These metallic surfaces can
be polychromed or can be treated with
acids to produce any kind of patina. (See
illustrations A and B).
Effects

in Linoleum

Linoleum is not only used for floor
covering but it also can be cemented to
dados, doors or any other surfaces and
beautiful designs can be inlaid in various
colors. Or designs can be carved into
the linoleum and made to appear more
prominent by the use of different colored
glazes. Doors covered with linoleum with
hand-carved designs (comparatively inexpensive) are much in vogue at present.
The illustrated design was used on flushpanelled doors flanked by metal mouldings. (See illustration C).
Full-length mirrored walls will add additional size to any room and the reflections lend a great deal of animation to any
scheme. How many times have we been
fooled into believing niches and lighting
fixtures that are constructed half-round
and placed against a mirror were completely circular? Along with these qualities, mirrors are always popular with the
fair sex. And they can be had in such
beautiful colors today, which adds greatly
to their decorative appeal.

V. and VI.

ings to make all surfaces absolutely waterproof, alcohol- and alkali-proof.
Of course, wallpapers have to be used
with discretion because regardless of how
beautiful the design, they cannot be used
at random or over all the surfaces because
the theatre requires a more tailor-made
job. Most effectively, wallpaper panels are
contrasted against painted surfaces in related or complementary shades, or it may
be used in certain corners or niches against
a balanced scheme of plain surfaces.
Very successful effects are had from
textured or brocaded highly decorative
wallpapers adjoining wood veneer covered
walls which create a custom-made appearance. It is also possible today to buy only
the background color wallpaper of highly
ornamental designs, which if used alternately will take the curse off too much
repetition of design over a large area.
Stripes and bands in paper can produce
the illusion of greater space if hung horizontally rather than vertically.
Photo-murals are another factor of
quite some importance in the decoration
of the new cinema. These are especially
suitable for theatres with local, historical
or personal interest in connection with
the name of the house because of the authentic portrayal of the subject.
Beautiful effects can be obtained by the
use of thin gauge copper sheets mounted
on felt paper and cemented on the sur-

Now as to paint and its various phases
of application especially for theatres. All
surfaces should be as flat as possible to
combat reflections which will show up any
imperfections a hundredfold. Flat surfaces are more light-reflecting, which is a
big factor in modern indirect illumination.
While a good hard flat paint might not
appear as washable as a high gloss enamel
finish to the layman, a good painter
(Continued on following page)

Advisory Service
Since modern theatre decorating is
a specialized art requiring counsel,
creative talent and planning ability
which are not usually available at all
points of the country, Mr. Teichert
has agreed to serve our readers in an
advisory capacity. He will be glad to
correspond with any of our readers
who may wish information and advice
on decorating procedure. All such inquiries will be given prompt attention.
Address your inquiry to The Modern
Theatre,

332

S.

Michigan

Avenue,

Chicago, Illinois. It will be immediately referred to Mr. Teichert for
analysis
and advice, without obligation.
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interior, which up to recent
been greatly neglected.

years

had

Also, a new note has been struck in decorating, giving walls the importance they
deserve. Architects and decorators do not
now think of decorations only in terms of
furniture, lamps, upholstering materials,
carpets, etc., but are beginning to push
painted decorations into the foreground
again. But by all means, let’s be careful
with the new development because it has
rightly been said: “There are ugly ideas
and there are beautiful ones; there are
ugly machine-made objects and some very
beautiful ones; there are many more things
still neither

ugly nor beautiful — but mean-

A Study

in Proportions

Let us study the proportions of the
ingless.”
room, its functional purpose, its exposure
and the lighting scheme before proceeding
with any suggestions. The decorations
have to be determined by an elementary

VII. and VIII.

law

knows

that

the

synthetic

gum

vehicles

combined with hard pigments manufactured under new formulae are washable to
the last degree.
Of

course, it is permissible to use eggshell enamel finishes on dados, toilet walls
and surfaces that get constant wear and
abuse. Doors finished with high colored
quick drying synthetic enamels will outlast any varnished surfaces. Ceilings and
auditoriums are most satisfactorily
ished with casein paints.
First of all,
and secondly,
tarnish. We
walls fading
really is not
tarnish. The

fin-

the top film is velvety flat
any brilliant color will not
usually talk about painted
when they discolor, which
so. These surfaces really
oil film which constitutes

the top layer oxidizes and turns brown and
non-transparent, which logically hides the
color pigment so that all colors become a
greyish-brown

hue.

Advantages

of Casein

Paints

Casein, however, does not create an
outer oil film but the pigment stays right
on top, which accounts for brilliancy and
permanency. It can even be called selfcleaning because the bright color pigments
on top will penerate right through the
settling dust and more or less dye it.

The

only drawback

in the extensive

use

of casein paint is that it has no fool-proof
washability, meaning that while an experienced painter may wash these surfaces,
the janitor who is used to washing oil
painted walls with strong soaps will cut
through the thin film of casein, leaving
the walls streaky and discolored. But
the use of casein is most advisable on
ceilings and the higher portion of auditorium walls because of its luminous brilliancy which is especially noticeable in
semi-darkness.
After a period of over-stressing the
plain surface, it is gratifying to note the
new trend toward the use of decorative
designs
the

for the enrichment and dramatization of wall surfaces. We all know that
decorator and art plasterer of years

ago is a practitioner of the past, and rightly so because of the crimes that were committed by these so-called artists in regard
to design and color.
In most cases, it was simply bad taste
that accounted for the over-decorated
rooms of the past decade and it was high
time for architects and interior decorators
to take a hand in steering the ship into
calmer waters. The lack of new construction had forced the professional man into
the uncharted channels of decorating the

IX.. X.. XI.. and XII.

of form to give them the right character to fit the technical requirements of
construction. The decoration should bring
variety into unity without destroying any
of the unity, theme and variations. True
for all art in all periods, as quoted by
designers who know. There are an unlimited number of beautiful shapes that
can be used to impart a pleasing artistic
atmosphere to any given surface.
Try

to dramatize the correctly proportioned surfaces with the use of color and

design in order to hide sometimes existing ugly shapes and forms. Consider the
lighting, which is so essential today in
creating beautiful interiors. As a matter
of fact, it
rative
existing
schemes.

is most advisable to start decolayouts only after first considering
or newly planned lighting
Electric lights, as we all know,

have

a tendency to soften and warm certain colors considerably, due to the yellow glow that all lights generate, and
with a scientific use of colored lights the
most spectacular effects can be achieved
in the right color combination.

When considering the functional purpose of any room and the existing elements of color in floor coverings, furniture, draperies, seating, etc., it is important to bear in mind whether the room is
used during natural light in the daytime
or mostly under artificial light at night.
The

new vogue of using fluorescent lighting, mostly indirect, makes it highly necessary to keep in mind that this supposedto-be daylight effect has a disastrous effect on some colors. Reds and oranges
are most frequently changed decidedly
into purple and greyish tones, whereas
blues become sometimes so magnified that
they overpower the entire composition
even when used sparingly in the scheme.
Favor

Stylized

Forms

When applying any kind of decoration,
it is always safest to try to stylize forms
as much as possible, trying to avoid copying nature’s forms too accurately in order
to avoid criticism. Designs should be only
of decorative quality because price and
time do not allow long study of all fundamental structures by planning and sketching until all shapes are perfectly proportioned.
Sketchy applications forgive all kinds of
distortions; and figures applied in a more
(Continued on page 58)
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To fhe left , a swanky
new design in Heywood
Streamline

Theatre

Seat-

ing. It’s one
of
famous, low-priced,
series of chairs.
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By Helen
T IS perhaps only within the past decade
that theatre seating has been considered other than a place to park the
person by theatre owners, designers of
theatres — yes, and even by patrons themselves. Theatre seating was an outgrowth
of the sturdy benches with which all public gathering places were equipped, and if
it went a bit further in providing armrests and more or less form-fitting backs,
all the better for those who must occupy
the rather makeshift rows of sitting room.
Too, it was thought that because the
auditorium was darkened during performances and in some cases never fully illuminated, the appearance of chairs was
of no great importance to those who would
occupy them. Early theatre seating was
considered merely a necessity of a mechanical nature that had little or nothing to do
the patrons’ enjoyment of the entertainment presented.
Well, that was all right in the old days,
when the average movie fan was eager and

with

Illustrating a direct tieup with the streamlined modern auditorium of the Newton
Theatre, in Newton, Massachusetts, this
seating installation combines mohair and
leatherette upholstery materials, lighted
standards and metal backtrim to provide
decorative beauty as well as utmost comfort.Photo
(
by Hey wood-Wake field Co.)

Kent
happy to endure discomfort while he
watched the gyrations of blood-and-plunder heroes on the screen. Novelty of motion pictures made theatre patrons less
critical of their surroundings. Today, however, the situation is entirely different.
All

Functions

Combined

Comfort, of course, is now a foregone
conclusion. Chair manufacturers are developing theatre seating that provides comfort undreamed of in earlier days of public
seating inquisition. Correct posture has
been made an exact science by these producers of restful seating, while billowiness
is supplied by the latest developments in
multiple spring suspension, foamy rubber
cushions or downy spring decking.

After the application of the utmost comfort, chair manufacturers now give great
attention to the provision of beauty as a
finishing touch to their handiwork. This is
where the decorative aspect of theatre seating enters into consideration. Tire very nature of seating comfort lends itself admirably to beauty of line and modern design of theatre interiors.
A comfortable looking piece of furniture,
be it theatre chair or lounge appointment
or home furnishing, is a thing of beauty
because of its functional styling for the
occupant’s complete relaxation. But modern builders of comfort furniture go much

Smartly modern in line mid luxuriously
upholstered in mohair velvet, the seating
in Chicago's State-Lake Theatre has a
more than ordinary appeal to patrons( Photo by L. C. Chase & Company.)

further by bedecking their creations
fine upholsteries and fittings.

with

The

theatre chairs offered by our progressive seating manufacturers today are
designed and constructed with fully as
much

importance placed on beauty of appearance as upon those other factors which
have so much to do with satisfaction under
hard use — wearability, easy maintenance,
noiseless operation and long life.

Perhaps few exhibitors or managers realize the vast amount of thought and planning that goes into the design and construction of a theatre chair. No doubt it
has been taken for granted, yes, even by
theatre men who are the purchasers and
ultimate recipients of whatever quality is
provided in seating, that such
— like Topsy — just grows.

equipment

Nothing could be more erroneous than a
presumption of this sort. Visible progress
denotes the fact that a very great deal of
planning and testing and proving takes
before a theatre chair is even announced to the trade. Many
expert
draughtsmen and clever artistic designers
are employed in public seating plants to
insure progress of this sort.
Constituents of Comfort
place

very fact that chairs become obsolete in appearance and efficiency before
they have outlived their usefulness as body
parking places testifies to the planning
that takes place in the scientific laboratories of modern factories which provide
the materials of which comfort seating
is constructed. Steel and wood, cotton and
The
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wool,

springs

and

rubber

and

upholstery

fabric aren’t just thrown together willynilly in a modern seating plant.
First comes the design, which takes into
account posture, beauty of line and function. A new chair design may be dictated
by some revolutionary new material which
simplifies and functionalizes the product.
Or it may simply be the result of further
striving for beauty of appearance. In
either

case, both efficiency and
ance will be combined in the

appearfinished

design.
In most cases, a proved efficient design
will become a stock pattern of the seating
manufacturer, to be made up in great
numbers and in any variety of finishing
materials and colors. This, of course, reduces cost of production on the model
and reacts favorably toward the purchaser.
In other

instances, a design for an individualized theatre chair may be submitted

by the designer or decorator of a particular theatre. The advantage of individuality, while more costly, is often of specific
interest to owners of de luxe houses who
may want to spotlight the comfort and
beauty of this part of their service to
patrons.
But be it a stock model or a specially
designed piece of furniture, the theatre
chair buyer today can be assured that in
either case the product will have all the
quality and good taste that science and
industry can provide at the prices he
wishes to pay. And this is one item of
theatre furnishing where penuriousness is
extremely dangerous.
The

Decorative

Aspect

When a chair model is selected from
stock designs, the second phase of chair
construction begins. It is then that the
chair manufacturer works most closely
with the theatre designer, decorator or
owner to insure the utmost satisfaction in
the finished seating project. The design
may be chosen and then it is worked over
in many ways to provide the color and finishing touches the buyer may desire.
Myriads of luxurious upholstery fabrics
are available to deck the selected chair in
keeping with whatever decorative scheme
may be planned or in existence in the
auditorium. Color range is unlimited, and
the upholstery may effectively be patterned, textured or plain. Leatherettes and
rubberized materials also lend themselves
most satisfactorily to finishing, and these
too are available in any color or combination of colors desired.
It is interesting to note that because
finishing materials are so versatile, even
a stock design chair is made individual.
Very few theatre projects are seated with
identical chairs because of the availability
of so many attractive decorative features
in upholstering materials.
Aisle standards of modern seating offer
still another

opportunity for decorative individuality. An attractive standard may be
chosen by the purchaser and then he is
able to select the color or finish with which
it will be decorated to best suit his particular needs or the tastes of his public.
Thus, keeping in mind the color scheme
of the theatre auditorium, the harmony of
upholstery with this scheme, and the decor
of the aisle standard, a truly beautiful job
of seating can be assured.
Beauty

Built

In

The use of metal and metal finishes on
aisle standards and backs, a relatively new
treatment, has lent added beauty to many
BOXOFFICE
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Deep-spring seat construction and fullcushioned backs welcome patrons invitingly to the Pitts-Roth Chadwick Theatre, in
Suffolk, Virginia. This installation depicts
luxury in every detail and emphasizes particularly the richness of textured fabric
combined with sleek leatherette and smart
modern lines. ( Photo courtesy L. C. Chase
& Company.)

models. Gleaming chromium or satin-finished aluminum is particularly attractive
and further, it makes seat finding easier
in darkened auditoriums. Likewise, the
new blond woods have been utilized in
many cases for arm-rests. This popular
modern treatment also has the dual advantage of great beauty and guidance for
patrons.
Illumination of aisles through unobtrusive fixtures in end standards is also provided by modern theatre seating. In this,
chair manufacturers saw an opportunity
to beautify

their product as well as functionalize the aisle-light. Most models
now provide a method of aisle-lighting
which is incorporated in the design of
the chair most attractively.
The modern theatre chair is a functional
piece of furniture. It is scientifically constructed and designed for the purpose, a

Anent

Permanence of
Acoustical Materials

The

composition of an acoustical material and the method of its application
are important factors in its probable
length of service and the cost of repairs.
Absence of matter that will supply food
to rats, mice, other vermin and insects,
freedom from termite attack and dry rot,
are points on which the wise purchaser
will assure himself. Materials that flake
or peel, especially when cleaning is attempted, introduce hazards that may be
extremely troublesome and unpleasant.
Acoustical materials are commonly applied on ceilings and walls by cementing
to plaster or concrete, or it may be
mechanically attached in some fashion

genuinely inclusive one, of providing first,
comfort; secondly, long wearability under
difficult conditions; and thirdly, beauty
in keeping with its surroundings.
All seating manufacturers welcome the
opportunity to work with prospective purchasers in the matter of suiting the chair
to the theatre project. It gives them particular pleasure to create harmony with
the entire decorative scheme of a theatre
auditorium because in this way the beauty
of their own product is high-lighted. A
satisfactory job to the competent public
seating providers today is one in which
they as well as the purchaser may take
pride as an accomplishment.
Price should never be allowed to sway
the seating purchase out of line with good
quality and smart appearance. The effect
of seating on public interest is too important to be trifled with in any respect.

A smart decorative scheme is one that
remains always refreshing to those who
view it. Over-done ornamentation is disturbing and riotous colors distract the attention. A simple, modern scheme created
by an experienced theatre decorator will
remain a joy to its beholders for many
years and is thus most economical.
advocated by the manufacturer. Probably
the most satisfactory safeguards to the
purchaser are extensive experience back
of the product and application method,
and the responsibility of the applicator.
In building alterations or extensions, it
is frequently necessary to repair or add to
earlier installations of acoustical material.
Thought

should

be given

to the purchas-

er’s ability in later years to obtain an additional supply of the same material. In
this respect, the past history of a product
is perhaps the safest guide.
In connection with future alterations,
the salvageability of acoustical materials
once installed is also deserving of consideration. Investigate what can be done in
this direction and obtain for record purposes estimates of cost per unit area.
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TODAY, more than ever, up-to-date
theatre

construction

and

architectural

design has a very definite “Box Office Appeal.” The public is more conscious of new architecture and design than
it has ever been before. Inherent in modern theatre construction, however, are
many elements which contribute to the
appeal of the cinema of which
atre patron is not aware.

the

the-

Tire present day functional type of construction requires that every element of
the building contributes to the fulfillment
of the purpose or function of that building. The elementary design of the cinema
is to entertain. Therefore, aside from the
appeal of the cmrent film attraction, all
materials and equipment used in theatre
construction must aid in the accomplishment of the design.
Use
To

achieve

Values

Enhanced

the present

high

standards

the

most outstanding examples of material development, which is especially adaptable to theatre design, is the insulation
board interior finish. Originally this
board was supplied in large plain sheets
having no definite color or finish. It was
crudely made material used for temporary partition, wall and ceiling coverings

for storage space, and in places where
pearance did not matter.
Within

ap-

the past few years, however, insulation board has been developed into an
interior finish of the finest quality. The
most popular of these fibre boards have
a fine textured finish and are supplied in
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valuable assistance to the efficient operation of air conditioning and will also substantially lower heating cost. The same
principle that stops heat and cold also insulates against sound from the outside and

the nation’s leading color and design expert to design and select the colors of a

supplies
rection.

new

The progressive development of fibre
beard from an unattractive wall board to
a distinctively beautiful wall and ceiling
treatment is typical of the evolution of
materials and equipment to comply with
the new higher standards of the functional
type of construction. Now a permanent
interior finish, offering complete color harmony in decorations, the fibre board takes

pre-decorated wood moulding to harmonize with their line of interior decorations. These pre-decorated mouldings have
added new design possibilities and true
color harmony to this type of interior
finish. They also reduce the cost by
making it possible for the carpenter to do
the entire job of decorating, although the
materials are equally facile in the hands
of an experienced decorator.
Aid to Conditioning
With

the

great

advancement

made

in

the

of theatre enjoyment it has been necessary to improve the utility and efficiency
of every piece of material used. One of

a

a variety of patterns in soft, harmonious
shades. Unlimited designs can be achieved
to fit any style of interior through the
combination of these various patterns and
shades. One manufacturer of insulating
interior finish employed the services of

compressed into the various patterns leaving millions of minute air cells. These
dead air spaces, being the basic principle
of insulation, stop the passage of heat and
cold. This quality makes fibre board of

beauty and appearance of this material it has still retained and improved
its inherent insulating and sound control
qualities. Composed of cellulose fibres of
wood, straw or plant origin, the fibres are
%

Left — Correct acoustics and year-round
comfort plus a most pleasing decorative
effect are the result of this modern treatment of the sidewalls and ceiling of the
Otsego Theatre, in Otsego, Michigan.
Right — Here too, sound control is taken
care of by the acousti-insulation treatment
of a large auditorium — that of the Paramount Theatre, in Adams, Massachusetts.
(Photos courtesy Wood Conversion Company.)

efficient

interior

acoustical

cor-

care of insulation — for greater winter-summer comfort and acoustical correction for
better sound control. The ease and economy with which it is applied, right over
old walls and ceilings for remodeling and
directly to the framing members in new
construction, makes this type of wall and
ceiling treatment unusually popular in all
types of theatres. Installed in thousands
of theatres throughout the country, the
fibre board insulating interior finish is
proving its ability to replace and surpass
in beauty and comfort the conventional
established materials.

Complete remodeling for obsolete theatre
properties during the summer months is a
smart plan. Antiquated theatres, without
benefit of proper

air conditioning

and

up-

to-date equipment, won’t do much business anyway; so they might as well be
made

ready

The

for a big pick-up

MODERN

in the fall.
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ARE YOU

LOSING — OR GAINING

BUSINESS?

Fine new equipment has "partner” for Rotary
Stabilizer — amazing new Shock -Proof Drivel

SO MUCH EMPHASIS has been placed on sound by

Hollywood movie men that far-sighted exhibitors
can no longer overlook the necessity of modern sound
equipment.
Movie makers

are concentrating

on sound

because

the public demands good sound. And the public naturally patronizes the theatres that provide it.

^
ELS AND ATI
MODCES
FOR THE
PRI
OF EVERY SIZE!

Your theatre can offer movie-goers the world’s finest
sound — if you equip it with the new RCA Photophone
Magic Voice of the Screen. You can do this at a price
within your means. And your increased audiences will

ONLY THE NEW MAGIC VOICE OF THE
SCREEN OFFERS ALL THESE FEATURES!
This

splendid

constant
Drive

fdm

new

speed

to the famous

equipment
by adding
Rotary

gives you

the amazing

Stabilizer!

full assurance

of

newShock-Proof

Besides

this great fea-

ture, the new Magic Voice brings you new styling, new protection, new convenience, new added reserve power and
many other outstanding proofs that it’s the best value you've
ever seen! Ask your RCA Photophone representative for
complete

soon put that price — and more — back in your box office.
In more than 5,000 theatres the Magic Voice of the
Screen is proving a smart investment, hailed by exhibitors as a real money-maker. And now RCA Photophone offers you a new MagicVoice — equipment even
better than its popular predecessor — a Magic Voice
which offers you more important features than any
other sound equipment in the world!

information.

: voice]

Better sound means
office — and RCA

better box

tubes mean bet-

ter sound. RCA Photophone's service organization has a low cost
theatre service plan in which
you'll be interested .
pSrSCREff
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attempt herein only a high-point
to one of the principal elements
Appeal — decorative effects.

u

By Ansel M. Moore

MOST men in this business of mer-

chandising the effects of the “magic
lantern” are smart. They have to
be. In order to rent reels of film at high
prices and resell them to the public as
entertainment, even at reduced prices, is
a job of merchandising that keeps a man’s
wits about him. Entertainment is about
the most intangible commodity a theatre
patron can buy and that puts the onus
strictly on the picture show man.
If human tastes, even for entertainment,
were all identical, so that pictures could
be made to please all — young and old, rich
and poor, poet and peasant, preacher and
pervert — the selling task would be a simple
one for showmen. But unanimity of public
opinion on the entertainment value of a
moving picture production is as rare as
the proverbial hen’s molars.
But it is not our intention

here

to mix

ourselves into the maelstrom of moot argument anent the quality of picture product,
present, past or future. Frankly, we think
theatre business would be far better off
if managerial minds were allowed to relax
from the severe strain imposed by trying to
sustain boxoffice receipts and renew lost
patronage with pictures and publicity alone.
As usual, it is our purpose herein to
argue for more attention to the physical
aspects and appointments of theatre properties and to propose the one and only
effective compensation for weak pictures
and a mighty fine contributing element
to the entertainment value of all pictures,
good, bad or mediocre.
An Outstanding

Element

There are many phases of house attraction to be considered and most of them
could be elaborated on intensively and in
a most interesting manner. But we shall

Modern decorative ingenuity is expressed in these two
views. Above — as the proscenium section of an ancient Boston theatre appeared before being touched

reference
of House

Fortunately, all good theatre owners and
managers are not artists. Few of them are
even amateurishly adept in the application of art to their places of business.
But, unfortunately, many showmen think
they are artists and color specialists, which
more than likely accounts for some of the
outlandish decorative spectacles that fairly
jump out and scare patronage away when
it comes to some of our theatres. Yes,
even some of the new ones.
Certainly we don’t want to throw cold
water on the artistic sensibilities of some
of you

theatre owners. The trait is admirable— provided it can be restrained.
Definitely we could do well with more
aesthetic taste in the design, appointments
and general arrangement of our theatres.
But the trouble we seem to encounter from
decorative genius within the ranks is overindulgence. The theatre man who personally dictates his own decorative treatments invariably becomes too “arty” and
rampant in his desire for self-expression.
You may be a smart showman, a good
business executive or even a technical expert in the structural or mechanical aspects of your theatre operations. You may
also be, or feel yourself to be, a reincarnation of Leonardo da Vinci, but when it
comes to the important application of
decorative art to your own theatre, you’d
better call in a decorator. If you’re not
definitely disqualified to function as your
own decorative designer and interpreter
before you start, the chances are you will
be forever barred after the work is com-

by the magic of modernization. Lottie Crabtree used

pleted.

to perform here in her heyday a?id the property is still
owned by her estate. Below
— as the same section now
appears since its transformation into a modern TransLux cinema by the decorating designers, Riseman &
Lercari, of Boston. ( Photo
courtesy Capitol Theatre
Supply Company .)

Let us, we pray, all become alertly aware
of the fact that today all of us are trying
heroically to make our living in an age of
specialization. Some of us are continually
messing

Every

Man

to His Job

up the works,

innocently

or delib-

erately, because we can’t seem to throw
off our traditional complex of desire to
cobble with things and tinker with the
other fellow’s profession.
We may be mental giants in our own
sphere of activity, individually adept in doing the things we’ve learned how to do.
But in this highly specialized technical age,
the jack-of-all-trades is a big disappointtheatres.ment, particularly in the decoration of
Decorative effect as it applies to the
functional requirements of the modern
theatre is indeed a specialized art. It is
acutely different from other forms of
decorative application, because the success
of the theatre scheme depends on doing as
nearly as possible that which is impossible
— pleasing everyone who may visit the
premises and view the final result.
The theatre decorator — and he must
know all the angles — therefore becomes not
merely a routine painting contractor, with
or without taste for the artistic. He can,
and in fact should, be selected by the
theatre builder or remodeler as a minister
to the court of public favor. An emissary,
by the way,

which

this industry

The MODERN

THEATRE

can

em-

SECTION

ploy most

advantageously

at this time.

In the erection of new theatres the selection of a decorator is usually simplified
through the services of an experienced
theatre architect, who generally is well
able to assume full responsibility for the
final decorative result. In fact, the technique of decor is one of the principal
studies of the capable theatre designer.
In the remodeling of old theatres, which
should seldom be undertaken without the
services of an experienced theatre architect, the decorative phase in most cases
can be safely assumed by the designer,
whose supervision over the process should
be a guarantee of satisfactory results.
But where the project is one in which
a change of decorative effect is the only
objective and architectural service is not
employed in the procedure, the selection
of a decorator becomes an important piece
of business for the owner.
Effects

Must

the use values and limitations of all materials and can visualize their effects.

but you’re the one
for polyglot effects.

It is to be preferred, of course, that the
decorator is familiar with theatre work.
But that is not necessarily vital if he is
really proficient in his profession and can
readily grasp the important significance of
the job he is to undertake.
In their own best interests for the future, theatre men must learn to discriminate sharply between mere “house painters” and modern theatre decorators. The
journeyman painter or general painting
contractor may be able to exercise some

who

pays

the penalty

Select your decorator carefully and consider him for what he should be: Your
minister at the court of public favor. He’s
much more than his title may imply. A
skillful decorator is a diplomat who can
do things for your theatre at the boxoffice. And he’s worthy of his hire.

Fine, beautiful and long-wearing carpet
is no longer a luxury. It moved out of the
luxury class and became a necessity for
theatres when sound entered the picture,

“personality” of his own or even to follow
your personal whims and fancies in the
application of pigments and polychrome,

and

since that time it has come to be expected by patronage of all classes.

Be Planned

The decorative scheme must be planned.
If possible, it should be planned by an
experienced theatre decorator, who by
practice and study has mastered the art
of creating the right mood for moving picture entertainment. Modern theatre decoration is a new (and different) form of
art in which the painter with his brushes
and pigment plays only a part. The maximum is achieved only when every visible
element

merges harmoniously into one finishing touch — House Appeal.
Color and design for walls and ceilings

become contributory in their effect on lighting, seat upholstery, carpets, draperies, fixtures, furnishings with a degree of interest and attraction that must never detract
from the prime
screen.
To

center

of attraction — the

do his job correctly, the creator

of a

theatre’s decorative scheme must delve
deeply into every existent angle of all these
contributing factors and carefully mould
them into one composite whole.

' '

a ■ *

This may all seem a bit complicated
and expensive to the lay mind; but in
reality it is a simple formula with the experienced theatre decorator, whose success lies in his ability to visualize and organize his creative efforts. Harmony of

Theatre

planned

for Blendtex

by Vogelgesang-Cone

line and color — a symphonic arrangement
— is no more expensive than a hodge-podge
of disorganized elements.
We

personally

are familiar

with

many

cases where the expense of inefficient, unstudied application of decorative treatment in old theatres has proved greatly
in excess of what a well-planned scheme
would have cost. But despite any comparisons of cost, the poorly planned decorative scheme in most cases is a definite
liability from start to finish.
Concerning the Cost
Contrary to a popular but erroneous conception among many theatre owners, it
costs little more in the beginning to do a
job correctly than to do it in the wrong
way, and especially does this apply to
decorative effects. As a matter of common experience, the capable planning of a
decorating project actually serves to reduce the cost.
In almost every community or in metropolitan centers contiguous to small towns,
there is usually to be found an outstanding interior decorator who has a reputation
for exactness and efficiency in modern
decorative technique. He is familiar with

ation
r
e
p
o
insulate . . . decorate . . . quiet
•

•

•

build
noise

Sound systems in movie theatres are most efficient when
walls and ceilings help!

acoustics all in one operation and at an amazingly low cost!

Weatherwood* Blendtex is a new and inexpensive
way to make your sound equipment more efficient, to

ing— do not require frequent redecoration — offer unlimited design possibilities. Ask your USG dealer for
Blendtex ideas in new or existing theatres or mail the

redecorate and to insulate. For this 4-way wall and ceiling treatment builds, decorates, insulates and corrects

today for the Weatherwood

book of ideas.

BLENDTEX
Product

+ Registered

coupon

are fascinating and long wear-

WEATHERWOOD

XUS
UNITED

The colors of Blendtex

of

STATES GYPSUM
COMPANY

trade-mark

300 W. Adams St., Chicago, 111.
6 24
MT
United States Gypsum Company
Please send me ideas for Blendtex in modern theatres.

Address■ . .
Name

City
State - • •
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TELEVISED

PREVIEW

FOR MOVIES

With the likelihood that motion pictures
will make up a major part of the television
entertainment that will be broadcast into
the home, E. W. Engstrom, RCA Research
Director, described the development of a
simplified television “preview” system
which enables producers to determine in
advance the films most suitable for television transmission. Mr. Engstrom, speaking before the recent convention of the
Society of Motion Picture Engineers, also
gave out details about apparatus which

DESCRIBED

automatically adapts the 24 frames per
second speed of motion picture film to the
60 interlaced pictures per second standard
speed of television scanning.
With the development of both the new
television adaptor equipment and the previewing system, there are now no serious
practical difficulties in the way of utilizing present-day motion picture standards
for television purposes, according to Mr.
Engstrom. This immediately opens up two
important motion picture sources for tele-

vision entertainment — first, films that have
already been made for theatre audiences
may be used for television purposes; second,
films made especially for television broadcasting purposes need not deviate from
existing movie standards, nor will they require any extra processing.
The “preview” apparatus is contained
in a compact console measuring only 44
inches high, 34 inches wide and 21 inches
deep. A standard “iconoscope” television
pick-up camera and film projection equipment are used in conjunction with it.

Dust and Dirt Always
Mean Wasted Dollars
Dust, dirt and lint destroy many things
and in many ways. They cause millions
of dollars of waste in the theatre industry, reduce efficiency of the staff and even
endanger human lives. Every theatre has
its dust and dirt problem which may have
effect in some or all of the following
ways:

A PERFECT SHOW
THE PERFECT CHA

1. In some measure it must be removed daily so that business may be
carried on.
2. It increases power costs and reduces life of motors and machinery.
Apparatus should be shielded and
blown out frequently.
3. It increases explosion and
hazards. Fight it constantly.

fire

4. It slows efficiency of the staff
and reduces morale of both staff and
patrons. Encourage staff cooperation
and neatness.
Not always is proper thought given to
the removal of this great bane to theatre
operation — dust and dirt. Makeshift
methods are often used. Many have felt
that heavy duty vacuum cleaners were
too expensive and, of course, the household vacuum cleaners are a bit too small

Built To Excel —
Not Just To
Compete

to stand up under the hard wear conditions, although even small hand vacuum
cleaners and carpet sweepers are splendid
accessories to the theatre cleaning system.
In the interest of dollar savings, the
specialized theatre vacuum cleaner is not
expensive. It is made for the job, does it
well and will withstand long and hard
use in the theatre.

MIRRORS
• Transcendently
• Assures

beautiful.

maximum

• Designed

comfort.

for correct posture.

• Staunch construction assures years
usage without constant servicing.
• Charming
Ideal

Chairs

are

a

constant

box

tonic . . . pay for themselves
increased receipts.

IDEAL

SEATING

upholstery.

office
out

of

Reliable

dealers

COMPANY

Export Office : 334 W. 44 th St., New

in all principal

cities.

Write for the name of your nearest Ideal
representative and for free illustrated
catalog.

.

Grand

50

of severest

.

.

Rapids , Michigan

York City. Attention:

J. E. Robin

In restroom’s mirrors there should be no
sacrifice of quality. Placement of the mirrors is an essential phase of washroom
planning. Often, the incorrectly located
mirror makes for congestion because it
hampers the flow of traffic. Another
cause of “jammed up” rooms is inadequate lighting near the mirrors. Usually
mirrors should be placed not over but entirely away from the washbasins. In
rooms used by women, shelves need to be
provided for cosmetics, eye glasses and
handbags. When shelves are made of
glass, it will be found that cigarette burns
and lipstick smudges can be removed easily and there will be no tell-tale marks left
behind.
The

MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

8 MILES of yarn!

Advisory Board
The PLANNING
INSTITUTE
Is conducted in collaboration with the following theatre architects, structural designers and engineers, who have agreed to act as technical
advisers to the Institute and editorial text
contributors to THE
MODERN
THEATRE
from their respective localities.
Charles
Detroit,

N. Agree,
Michigan.

Samuel C. Allen,
Saginaw, Michigan.
Clifford A. Balcli,
Los Angeles, Calif.
Briioe F. Barnes,
St. Louis, Mo.
Arnold E. Baschen
Hannibal, Mo.

&

Assoc.,

Ro.v A. Benjamin,
Jacksonville, Fla.
Bennett & Straight,
Dearborn, Mich.
T. H. Buell &
Denver, Colo.
('organ
Dallas,

Co.,

& Moore,
Tex.

Michael J. DeAngelis
New York, N. Y.
Eugene DeRosa,
New York, N. Y.
Erwin G. Fredrick,
Chicago, III.
Win. I. noliauser,
New
York, N. Y.
Donn Hougen,
Wisconsin Rapids,

Inc.,

Wis.

Houston & Smith,
Dallas, Tex.
Mark D. Kalischer,
Chicago, III.

ALEXANDER SMITH CRESTWOOD Carpet has to be made of
jfi the finest quality, toughest carpet wool it is possible to buy.
This photograph shows you why.
The big wheels, twenty feet in diameter, are what are known
as drums. On them are wound continuous strands of wool yarn

Kaplan & Spraehinian,
Toronto, Ont., Can.
Clarence Kivett,
Kansas City, Mo.
S. Charles Lee,
Los Angeles, Calif.
Edward
Paul
Chicago, III.

l.ewin,

Liebenberg & Kaplan,
Minneapolis, Minn.

—eight miles to a drum. It follows that strands of such length,
wound under tension so as not to overlap, must of necessity be

MacKie
& Kamrath,
Houston, Tex.
Marr & Holman,
Nashville, Tenn.

the very best quality, tough, long-fibre wool. Inferior, shortfibre wool would break under the strain.

Pereira & Pereira,
Chicago, 111.
Pettigrew &
Dallas, Tex.

Worley,

H. A. Raapke,
Omaha, Neb.
C. W. &
Chicago,

Geo.
111.

L.

Rapp,

Inc.,

Victor A. Rigainount,
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Ben Schlanger Associates,
Eliasoph & Greenspoon,
Montreal, Que., Canada
Spillman & Spillman,
San Antonio, Tex.
O. IV. Stiegemeyer,
St. Louis, Mo.
David Supowitz,
Philadelphia, Pa.
Wetherell & Harrison,
Des Moines, la.
NOTE:
The Institute does not undertake
the practical functions of an architect or
designer. Its service is intended merely
to piuce our readers in touch with reliable
local sources of preliminary information
and advice on theatre planning and structural problems. Inquiries pertaining to
Architectural Service will be relayed to the
nearest member
of the advisory board.

BOXOFFICE

:: June 24, 1939

When you buy Alexander Smith CRESTWOOD Carpet you
know that you are getting carpet made of the finest possible carpet
wool because the Crestwood process of manufacture permits the
use of no other kind . . . one reason why Crestwood is one of the
longest-wearing and largest-selling theatre carpets in the world.

ALEXANDER

SMITH

Crestwood
Theatre Carpet
Alexander

Smith

& Sons

Carpet

Co., 295

Fifth Avenue,

New

York
51

Attractive Rest Rooms
Reward the Boxoffice
Women patrons are particularly responsive to clean, attractively decorated and
well-appointed washrooms. The provision
of comfortable chairs, couches and similar
appointments evokes an immediate “plus”
reaction. A place should be provided where
coats and hats may be hung. Tables are
necessary for bags, books and similar
things. Receptacles for cigarettes will
eliminate untidiness and damage to the
floors or rugs. Mirrors always are needed
and adequate lighting makes the room
cheerful and generally attractive. Such
relatively small matters as whether the
door is inscribed “Ladies” instead of
“Women” often affects the morale of those
using restroom facilities.

Curtain Controls Feature
Exhibits
at World's Fair
in many of the finest exhibits

Stages

at the New York World’s Fair have been
equipped with specially designed noiseless curtain control and track equipment.
Among the special installations reported

MOHAWKS ARE TOUCH

by Vallen, Inc., manufacturers of proscenium equipment, are those in the auditoriums of the General Motors “Highways
and Horizons” exhibit, the United States
Government building, the building of the
Union of Soviet Russia, the display of the
American Tobacco Company
and the
“House of Jewels,” which is sponsored by
the diamond mines of Johannesburg,
South

Mohawk

is the tough hided

rhino of theater

Africa,
play of more
diamonds.
The

carpets. Mohawks

are made

that way — they’re

toughies, with strength and power

to stand

the gaff of tramping, scuffling, pounding

feet.

Mohawks

their

can take anything that comes

way — snow,

slush, mud,

candy, chewed-up
countless
Tough

gum,

shampooings.

rain, stepped-in

constant

cleaning,

But, Mohawks

urer who brags about

with your treas-

Mohawk’s

economy.

In this line, including Rialto, Scotia and the
Broadway

special installation

in the General

Motors Building includes a 75-foot span
of noiseless all-steel track, each half with
reverse curve and twin synchronized motor
controls which operate separately yet
simultaneously. The motors are equipped
with exclusive push-button stop, start and
reverse controls, special speed indicator
dial and speed control ranging from curtain movement of 50 to 100 feet per
minute.

are

in a nice way! Ask your patrons who

applaud their beauty. Check

and which features a disthan $10,000,000 worth of

Have you examined your heating plant?
Despite the fact that temperatures may
be mounting — summer is the time to put
the heating equipment in ship shape order. It may be done both more painstakingly and more economically.

Group, you’ll find just the color,

pattern and price that suits your house.
Write for your free copy of Mohawk’s new
illustrated book — "Those W ho Know ”

All Theatre Builders ,
Please Note
If you have recently remodeled or
otherwise modernized your theatre and
are particularly proud

of the result,

please send us photographs and details. Through the presentation of
these Case Histories, it is our purpose
to raise the standard of theatre construction and outfitting and thus render a service to the entire industry.
Your cooperation
Editor.
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Glass and Concrete
In New Combination
An important alliance of two major
building material elements, concrete and
glass, has been effected in a new product
called “Glastone,” a recent development
of Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass Company.
By integrating opaque colored glass
with aerated concrete block, a new structural medium has been developed which
combines the desirable qualities of the two
basic products into a new material that
may

lend itself admirably to modern theatre construction.
Heretofore, the use of structural glass
has been restricted largely to facings for
theatre facades. The new product, said
to have exceptional load-bearing quality,
may have more extensive use in the erection of theatres.

Sound Theatres in New
Museum of Modern Art
One

of the most

interesting

features

of

New York’s new Museum of Modern Art
building is its famed Film Library, where
the story of the development of the motion picture industry from its struggling
beginnings to its present high status is
preserved on movie film.

The

films provide

a

complete

history

of

the industry’s progress from the famous
“The Execution of Mary Queen of Scots”
(1895) to the present day. Historic films
from several European countries are also
included in the collection.
To

present the sound films in the collection, the Museum authorities have installed streamlined RCA sound reproducing apparatus in both theatres. The smaller auditorium, used by the Museum staff
for classifying and editing films, and for
small lecture groups, is equipped with a
small sound reproducing system which had
been in use for only a short time in the
old Museum building and was moved to
the new location. The larger auditorium

Let an experienced theatre architect take
the load of remodeling or building a new
theatre

off your shoulders.
ficiency expert who knows

time, labor and
man.

money

He is an efhow to save

for the busy show-

Hushes

Room

Screening

Century-Fox

20th

has a public address system for use by
lecturers, besides a new equipment for
sound-film reproduction.
In both projector installations, special
drive equipment has been installed to
permit variation of film speeds from 60
to 90 feet per minute to accommodate the
varying speeds of the early pictures as
well as the standard speeds of modern
films.

UNWANTED NOISE

In the ultra-modern Museum quarters,
at 11 West 53rd Street, two small theatres
have been constructed for showing the
valuable collection of films to visitors for
educational,

non-commercial

purposes.

CONFIDENCE

When

Exhibitors Show

Owners,
LOTION

SOUND
PICTURE

Films to Theatre

Must

exhibitors

Be At Its Best!

are smart

Me

salesmen. They take no chances on having a
million dollar picture appear at a disadvantage
when
Exhibitor Nick Paikos, operator of the
Diana Theatre, at Tipton, Indiana, has
confidence in the future of show business.
The Diana, one of two theatres located in
this town of 4,800 people, was recently
completely remodeled from sidewalk to rear
exit, including the installation of a new
marquee, boxoffice, seats, acoustical treatment in the auditorium and new screen,
which

all serves to prove that a smalltown theatre owner can do something to
offer his patrons the same conditions they
have

learned to expect in large metropolitan theatres. Mr. Paikos tells us his
business has increased substantially as a

result of the Diana’s

BOXOFFICE

they are showing it to potential customers. Every detail of sound effect must come
through with perfect clarity, undistorted by
poor acoustics in the screening room. AcoustiCelotex Fibre Tile on the walls of this 20th
Century-Fox Screening Room in Minneapolis
helps sell films!
By the same token, thousands of theatre
operators throughout the country have installed
this same famous acoustical material
to give their customers the benefit of
fine sound reproduction. Patented
perforations in Acousti-Celotex
Fibre Tile banish echoes, make listening easy — whether the immediate
sound be a whisper in the dark or
an artillery battle.

m

To improve

t

AND

ACOUSTI-CELOTEX
IS Pa**<Zh6£e

your sound, to draw more

patrons

to your theatre, call on your nearest AcoustiCelotex distributor for a FREE Noise Survey
of your theatre. Learn how easily this material
can be applied right over old walls or ceilings
— how it can be painted repeatedly without
loss of acoustical efficiency— and how little it
costs! Or write direct to us! The Celotex Corporation, 919 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 111.
At the New
The

word

York

World’s

Fair,

be sure

to see Celotex

Exhibit

No. 17 in the "Town of Tomorrow"
Acousti-Celotex is a brand name identifying
products

marketed

by The

PAINTABLE

Celotex

House

a group

of

Corporation

PERMANENT

AcOUSTI-I-ELOTEX
other Celotex Brand Acoustical ^BSQRBEX
QALICEL
PaLISTONE • VlBRAFRAM
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A Few
Frantic

More

Frank

Answers

Calls lor Help
By Gordon

H. Simmons*

WELL, I knew

it would happen! Many of
you exhibs sat around
twiddling your thumbs
over that air conditioning “mistake” of yours
all winter, well knowing that as night follows the day, comes
spring and then summer with its inevitable
e
rg
of hot, sticky
su
r.
he
at
It’s here now and again many
we
of you are caught with your step-ins down
around your shoe tops.
But honestly, I’m glad so many of you
are pouring out your anguish to me. It
gives me an opportunity to straighten you
out and if I chide you a bit sharply about
your mistakes of the past, it’s because I
want to impress you soundly with the necessity of finding out what you need before
you buy it.
But, gentlemen, I’m no magician. I can’t
pull remedies out of a silk hat like lily
white rabbits. Mistakes usually cost somebody something. All I can do is show you
yours and try to help you correct them at
least possible outlay.
So let’s look over the mail and do a little
vox popping. First crack out of the filing
case is a letter from a hot-and-bothered
theatre owner right here near home in
Wisconsin
The epistle: “Having read your articles
for some months now in Boxoffice, I wish
to submit to you my present partial ventilating system and give you what details
I can in the hope that you will make recom endations intheir order of importance.
I happen to be one of those theatre owners who can hardly send you a cigar. If
it had been otherwise I probably would
have finished the job as it was originally
laid out and therein have made mistakes
which would be harder to rectify than
those already made. I have confidence in
you. (Of course, the idea of getting this
information gratis has nothing to do with
it.) I herewith give you pertinent facts
as I see them.
“Am sending blueprints which are marked in red and lettered to show installa*Air Conditioning Engineer, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.
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to the

tions not made or changes that were made
in original layout. Please return blueprints
as I have no other set.
“Sheet No. 1 : Vertical vent risers not
installed — hope to install directly in corners against new wall, carry through ceiling, join at peak of roof and outlet through
one hood. How about exhaust fans for
vents? Roof mounting of fan would probably cause excessive vibration. Size of exhaust fan?
“Warm air inlets not as shown but rise
behind stage wall and discharge approximately as shown in blueprint. Size of
risers reduced to 26 by 32 inches to facilitate installation in new location behind
stage wall. Size of grilles reduced to 32
by 40 inches.
“Sheet No. 2: Warm air horizontal pipes
not under auditorium floor but under stage
floor. Return flue or pipe in red as indicated. No filters at present.
“Sheet No. 3: Warm air grilles located
9 feet 6 inches above floor. Return air
grille 2 by 5 feet. Return air pipe 30 by
40 inches.
“Sheet No. 4: Square corner in tempered air duct. Branch pipes leave vertical
air duct at right angles. Volume dampers in both branch pipes. No deflectors or
air ‘straighteners’ located anywhere in system. Blower is old
Flat blades.
Rotor 34 inches wide by 40 inches in diameter.
“Blower 5 h. p. motor, variable speed
hydraulic pulley. Fan room 8 by 9 by 9
feet high. Fresh air opening 2 by 2 feet
in fan room ceiling not connected — secure
fresh air through furnace room outside
door.
“To sum it up: Good warm air furnace.
Blower okay but costs about $25.00 per
month to operate. (Shows 4 hours week
days — 6 hours Sundays.) Three small ornamental vents in steel ceiling (perhaps
two square feet), large attic, vented steel
roof, not painted. Cold draft on floor in
winter. Thermostat on wall opposite end
from warm air outlets to operate mixing
damper, four minutes to open or close. No
insulation over ceiling, stage loft makes
place hot as hell in summer — cold in winter. Not walled off as shown in blueprint.
Hope to put in ceiling just over screen,
insulate entire ceiling with wood, rock or
glass wool????
“Believe I need round corners in air
ducts, deflectors in turn just before dis-

charge into auditorium; deflectors in openings. Have read your articles about diffusers near ceiling line. Need splitters
where branch pipes leave vertical.
“Have fresh air opening for projection
room, which is 12 inches square. Want to
put in fan to pull in fresh air and have
in mind a cooling coil for use with well
water. Can you suggest? Projection room
is 10 by 10 by 8 feet high.
“As you will see from the foregoing, I
want a couple hundred dollars worth of
advice but am taking you at your word
and will send only enough for a good cigar
and postage.
“Whatever I do will be done on the ‘installment plan’ a little at a time. I want
to do the most important things first, if
there are any most important. Thanks
a little for what I hope to get — a lot. — V. R.
“P. S.: Fishing is good here, but I am
no fisherman, although hope to try this
season.
V. R.” “I got your letter all right,
The —reply:
all right, all right. Wrapped up in a set
of blueprints on which you paid 42 cents
in postage. But I couldn’t find the 42
cents in postage for their return. If you
say so, I’ll look in that mailing tube again.
“Now your letter describes these blueprints as showing the installation the way
you didn't put it in. Maybe if you had
more faithfully followed your blueprints,
you wouldn’t be so bad off, for I note they
bear the official approval of our Industrial Commission.
“What looks bad to me is what you
show in red. For instance, those supply
openings. Evidently this was a change
from the original blueprint you made and
that you did put in.
“Your postscript is quite interesting.
Tempting me to ‘proposition’ you. If you
will tell me exactly where your town is,
and if you are not in too much of a hurry,
provided you will put me and my fishing
partner up for the night and give us a
fish lunch in the event we don’t catch any
fish. I’ll come up at the opening of the
fishing season and look over your job that
you didn’t put in.
“Go ahead and put four inches of rockwool on your attic floor right away. Reason enough for this when you say theatre
is hot in summer and cold in winter. This
will help fix things. Vents as shown are
okay. Install as shown on your drawing,
and not through one hood. Install 28-inch

Are You Confused?
The subject of Air Conditioning explained in common, non-technical
every-day terms becomes less baffling
to the man who wants to buy equipment. If you are confused regarding
the application of air conditioning to
your theatre, write a letter to Gordon
H. Simmons, 926 N. Cass Avenue,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, outlining your
conditions, seating capacity, room dimension, present equipment, etc. Give
him the facts, ENCLOSE POSTAGE
for reply and he’ll be glad to analyze
your layout and give you unbiased
recommendations on your requirements.
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spinner tops as shown
exhaust fan.

and

forget about

“Your letter states size of risers (supply ducts) ‘reduced to 26 by 32 inches to
facilitate installation in new location behind stage wall.’ Jumping Jehosephat!
And now you claim your theatre is cold.
I hope you freeze!
“Apparently you have also cut down the
size of return air opening under stage to
5 by 2 feet or 10 square feet, while trying to handle 13,500 c.f.m. The original
size was proper. Your motor is okay, thank
the Lord!
“You say you want a couple of hundred
dollars worth of information. I’m surprised. You need a lot more than that,
but you are welcome to it. Such as I have,
I’ll give you freely, but don’t put a ‘Woolworth’ price on it. You don’t mind my
kidding a little bit, do you?
“In regard to your
have to do your job
plan,’ do you mean a
or that you would like

statement you will
on the ‘installment
little bit at a time
to do it all at once

and then pay for it ‘when they catch you?’
“Now I am familiar with the C. I. T.F. H. A. form of financing, which is more
acceptable usually than straight F. H. A.,
N. R. A., W. P. A., S. O. L. type of financing.
“And I often chisel with the suppliers
of equipment so that all the finance
charges the theatre owner pays is straight
six per cent on deferred payments. I make
them stand the rest. But three years is
the maximum I have arranged for up-todate. Mentioning it just in case.
“Now if you were just kidding about the
fishing being good up there, let me know
and I’ll do what I can from here. This
initial letter just hits the high spots and
I’ll write again after I hear from you and
have an opportunity to go through your
plans with a fine tooth comb.
“Am quite sure you really wanted me
to haul off and give you the ‘low-down’ as
I see it from here. That you didn’t want
a rhetorical letter containing many platitudes and expressions of good will and
friendly cheer. But a straight from the
shoulder statement of what I uncovered
by inspecting your plans and reading your
letter.
“Fellow, when I need an assistant air
conditioner, I’ll not hire you. Do you mind?
Oh well, things are not so bad that they
couldn’t be worse. But I'm wondering if
I make you a plan if you’ll not use it
as you didn’t the other fellow’s. I’ll make
you one if you’ll use it; but you gotter
promise.

“Now I’m not really the conceited ass
this letter might indicate. Trouble with
me is, I got a sense of humor. (Perverted,
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•

Minnesota

according

to the editor.) Now

I know

you’ve done the best you can, and that’s
all anybody can do. I’m glad to help you,
and I know I can. So don’t pay too much
attention to my foolishness. But there’s a
grain of sense in it. No matter how I dish
it up, I’ve given you facts. — G. H. S.”
Now let’s look for trouble elsewhere.
Here’s one from a theatre owner in good
old
Pennsylvania
The letter: “I am sending herewith
sketch of our theatre and beg to ask
whether you can offer us any suggestions
for air cooling without our spending too
much money. Unfortunately, we are not
in position to spend any real money.
“Our theatre is a remodeled brick garage
building without a basement. The roof is
nearly flat, the roof and ceiling are one,
constructed of hollow tile and steel. There
are four 12- by 24-inch ventilators in the
ceiling, also five skylights (now covered),
measuring 60 by 72 inches. The only cooling or ventilating system we have been
able to afford is a 48-inch exhaust fan,
set on the roof and drawing warm air
out through two of the skylights. We have
also two 22-inch propeller type blower fans
placed in windows over the lobby doors
and blowing into the house. The results,
of course, have been very unsatisfactory.

if I caused you to spend money revamping
what you have. Because, frankly, you
haven’t got anything.
“You should be able to obtain cold water
from a well without a great investment.
You might even get 52 degree water, which
is ideal for theatre cooling purposes. But
you would have to investigate this possibility and then report to me. Because I
am just like the Jews when Pharaoh commanded them to ‘make bricks without
straw.’ Nothing left to do but pull a sitdown strike.
“Your city water probably comes from
your river, in which case it is quite unsuitable for cooling. But if it is derived
from deep wells (I doubt it), it might be
used if I know the temperature of it at
your spigot on a hot day. Otherwise, call
in a well-driller and ask him for a price

“We have wondered whether we could
improve conditions by reversing our 48inch exhaust fan and using it as a blower
on the roof to drive air into the auditorium
through as many as possible of the ventilators and skylights, instead of drawing
the warm air out. We thought that perhaps we could arrange some contraption
to draw the air for the 48-inch fan through
a spray.
“We have on each side of our stage a
beaver-board scroll design grille 36 by 90
inches — 9V2 feet above the floor — and we
thought of placing the 22-inch fans in
these grilles, blowing the air through a
spray from the outside into the auditorium.
We have thought also of placing a small
blower fan on the roof at each of the 12- by
24-inch ventilators and blowing fresh air
in through these if the equipment we have
is not sufficient.
“All this might sound crude and impractical to you but in view of our financial
difficulties, we thought we might improve
conditions here considerably by working
along the lines outlined above, doing the
work ourselves to hold down the cost.
“Before going into this we would appreciate your opinion and any helpful suggestions you might be able to offer. —

:
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VIBRATION
Eight models
to 30,000

W.”
“Your letter of May 24th
A. MyA. response:
and I want to compliment you on your
sketch and the completeness of information about your theatre.
“But I am afraid there isn’t much I
can do for you. There is no way in the
world for you to cool your house with the
equipment you have. I would anticipate
that when you have a crowded house, the
people are quite warm and uncomfortable
and in your locality the use of spray nozzles might make matters worse.
“I don’t see how you can install a decent cooling system under $2,000 and while
I could no doubt arrange for you to purchase your requirements over a three-year
period with deferred payments at 6 per
cent banking interest, I might lose my
reputation as Advisor to the Unconditioned
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on a well
minute.

for

100

gallons

of water

per

mand from coast to coast.
the book from Sunny

“I know your city, having been there
many times. And I think you can’t afford not to air condition your house be-

“Now, however, I need your personal
help. I am looking for something to use
as a filter for removing the water from
the air after it has been washed and
cooled. Have tried excelsior and cloth but
the results are not what they should be.

month I probably couldn’t do much with
what you have. At least, I’m frank about
it.— G. H. S.”
behold!

Our

one for

It reads: “I Californ-i-a
have been reading your air
conditioning department in Boxoffice for
some time and it has been a great help
to us here at the theatre.

cause I’m sure you are suffering from lack
of patronage. Glad to help you any way I
can and make you a layout if you want it.
Am now doing a theatre in West Virginia.
should it be near
I could even
run over to see you and collect a tank of
gas and a lunch. But if I stayed there a

Lo and

Here’s

I ordered spun-glass but the stuff they
sent me came in pasteboard frames and I

services are in de-

couldn’t

see

how

they

could

stand

up.

What can
above?

you

“Also, can
nozzles that
fog’ instead
Have never
nozzle here

you

tell me
tell me

concerning
where

I can

the
get

will give me a sort of ‘London
of a ‘California thunderstorm?’
been able to get a fine spray
in the West.

“Thanking

you

in advance

for this in-

formation.— F. E. H.”
My answer: “Replying to your letter of
May 16th, I think you are the first one
to write me from Sunny (?) California. I
hope there will be more.
“Anybody who reads my articles is entitled to all the help they can get from me.
I should make some restitution for all of
my

literary crimes.

“What you need is a good set of eliminator plates on your washer to shake the
moisture out of your air. Am surprised
that you are having this trouble. If you
will tell me what manufacturer made your
washer and if it is already equipped with
eliminator plates, I can better advise you.
Possibly you are putting your air through
present eliminators at a velocity greater
than 500 feet per minute.
“I’d also like to know how many cubic
feet of air per minute you use. Capacity
of blower tells you this. The number of
seats

you have is also helpful information in regard to how much air you should

use.
“Eliminator plates satisfactory for removing moisture cost approximately $20.00
per 1,000 c.f.m. handled. They should be
at least four passes deep (the air must
be made to bounce four times) and the air
velocity must
ute as stated

not exceed
above.

“In regard
communicate
have nozzles
fog and the
the foggier it

to nozzles, I suggest that you
with
They
that will create a London
greater the water pressure,
will get. But they only want

$1.50 per nozzle.

500 feet per min-

It is the 25c ones

that

create a ‘California thunderstorm.’
“I suppose those $1.50 nozzles are silver
plated or maybe studded with diamonds.
Anyhow, that is the price I was given
when I placed a ’phone call. They want to
know how much water pressure you’ve got.
If I can help you some more, let me know.
Perfect
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ingly good investment in theatre seating.

Complete

much

— G. H. S.”
Let’s now hop back across continent to
old New England and have a looksee at a

Company

all means

an

outstand-

Showrooms.

request.

by a theatre

owner

in

Massachusetts
Says he: “Our theatre has a capacity
of 750 seats all on one floor, the dimensions 50 by 110 and 17 feet high. Our
present ventilating system is a
blower.
“Will you kindly inform us at your
earliest convenience what kind of cooling
system you would recommend for a theatre of the above description, which would
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be economical to operate? — J. B.”
The reply: “In certain parts of New
England, cold water is available. And quite
possibly water of a temperature not over
58 degrees Fahrenheit is available in
This possibility should be investigated as
a cooling system using water of this temperature is not only reasonably inexpensive to install, but very economical to
operate.
“In the event your city water comes
from deep wells, it could be cold enough.
The water department can advise you as
The
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to its temperature on a hot day. If you
will ascertain the depth of wells in your
town, I could give you an estimate of
cost of putting down one. You would need

May 4th, and I think you’ve got lots of
nerve when you ask me to figure out ways
and means of making a projectionist more
comfortable.

150 gallons per minute

“I think projection booths have been designed to give you a foretaste of Hell. Because all of you are going there. I blame
projectionists for the many lousy pictures
I have seen on the screen, as well as all
double features. You could refuse to run

for a 750-seat

house.

“I have engineered many theatre jobs
for deep-well water cooling, where 56 degree water will be used, and have nearly
completed the air conditioning for the
Theatre at
where 58
degree water is available.
“But should cold water not be available,
the only other recourse is mechanical refrigeration. Your theatre would require a
50 h. p. compressor (50 tons) and a completely installed job of this capacity will
cost about $250.00 per ton. Its owning and
operating cost will be in the neighborhood
of $90.00 per ton per year.

’em,

you

know. You might even
dentally (?) set fire to the film.

acci-

“So I blame you all for my discomfort
when I view many pictures. Therefore, why
should I try to reduce your discomfort
while you torture me?
“In

Germany,

they

persecute

But

in this country we take it out on projectionists, byplacing them in a booth that

is usually hot as the hinges of H
in
summer and cold as the North Pole in
winter. In some booths, the only source
of heat is what can be had from the projection machines. Now and then I hear
words seeping out of the booth that are
not on the sound track of any film. This
distracts my attention from the screen, but
I don’t mind. Sometimes my wife puts me
in the dog-house, but to date she has never
been so heartless as to banish me to a
projection booth.
“On a separate sheet, you will find your
problem worked out the best I can do it.

the Jews.

(Continued

on

page

64)

“If you would care to send me a set of
your building plans and advise as to temperature of your water, I could give you
a close estimate of the cost of conditioning
your theatre. It is impossible to give reliable figures sight unseen. Possibly you
have a duct system already installed that
is quite usable, and this would naturally
reduce the cost.
“Am only too glad to assist theatre owners by giving them information and advice,
for which there is no charge. — G. H. S.”
Bounding back to the Midwest, we commune with a poignantly suffering theatre
projectionist in

Minnesota
His problem: “I noticed your offer of
advice on questions of ventilation in Boxoffice. So accordingly, I am sending in
my problem.

“I am a projectionist in the
Theatre here at
and I wish to
improve the ventilation in the projection
booth. This booth is liy2 by 10 by 9 feet.
“I have a blower of the ‘squirrel cage’
type. This blower is not of formal manufacture, both motor and the blower unit
having been purchased independently. The
blower unit was then directly mounted on
the motor shaft and a sheet metal hood
or housing with the proper openings for
inlet and outlet was then placed over the
blower unit. The specifications of this
blower are as follows: 1/6 h.p. motor, 1,150
r.p.m., blower unit 9 inches diameter by 3
inches wide, inlet 7 inches diameter, outlet 6 by 4 y2 inches.

“What is the capacity of this blower?
Maybe the only way to determine the capacity is by comparison with the specifications of other blowers of this type.
“This blower is mounted one foot from
the ceiling in the back of the booth. It
is installed so it is the outlet for the air
in the booth. There is a 15 by 3-inch
opening at the floor in the door of the
booth. (See drawing.) I don’t have at
present a sufficient inlet of air as when
I run this blower I have to keep the blower
inlet one-half to two-thirds covered; otherwise the extreme suction in the room
causes too much flicker of the arc lamps.
“Now I wish to know the size inlet I
should construct to eliminate this suction
and enable me to run the blower at full
capacity. I can get fresh outside air. Also
where should I locate this inlet? Also if
I put a spun-glass filter in this inlet, how
much larger must this duct be to compensate for the resistance of the filter?
“If there is any fee for this service,
please state it in your reply. — M. B.”
My reaction: “I received your letter of
BOXOFFICE

:: June
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sign is sometimes

Trends

and New Developments in Applied Theatre
Decoration
(Continued

from

most tiring to the eye.

The Neo-classic and Baroque designs
being used so profusely today lend themselves well to matching or blending with
the existing architecture of older theatres.
In connection with decorations of a classical feeling, a combination of free-hand
designs applied at random in the most important panels (as illustrated in pictures
III. and IV.) in a negative manner can be
used most effectively.
Most decorations are more effective if
applied over dark backgrounds in light
colored line drawings. And these drawings again can easily be made more outstanding by shading them slightly with
complementary colors using the spray gun,

page 42)

cartoon style cannot be so easily criticized
as to the size of noses, hands or exact flesh
tint because we all know how people love
to criticize and often succeed in turning a
client’s approval into decided dislike.
Geometric forms are sometimes very expensive media because their use requires
such exactness in application and duplication. Furthermore, the repetition of de-

XIII.
which gives the illusion of a transparent
water color technique that is soft and desirable. If these drawings are applied
over surfaces covered with metallic leaf
or metallic paper, a luminous feeling can
be effected at a very small expense; one
that will be the envy of all your competitors. (Pictures I. and II.)
Further

Suggestions

Another period effect very much in
vogue, as mentioned before, is Baroque. A
number of examples of designs used as line
drawings and heavier plastic shapes suitable for lobbies, foyers and auditoriums
may be obtained. (See illustrations V. to
VIII.)

sspr

A graceful type of decoration is a modernized Persian period, painted usually on
dark electric blue backgrounds using gold
and silver for the drawing and brilliant
vermillion, white and red for accents. This
is especially suited to foyers and powder
rooms. (See illustrations IX. to XII.) These
decorations are used sparingly on perhaps
one wall or panel only, dramatizing the

SSfig

effect by plain painted surfaces in complementary shades on opposite or adjacent
walls; using light or dark brilliant shades
for the ceiling.
For the Associated
Shore

Theatre

Circuit's

new

Theatre, Paul M atzinger of Cleveland was architect. National
Theatre

Supply Co. supplied equipment,
Robboy
Electric Co. was
contractor, and
Adler
Sign Letter Co. of Chicago
attraction letters used in the

How fluorescent
lamps provide
dramatic colors
for “Shore” lobby

supplied
signs.

the

G-E Fluorescent MAZDA

lamps provide unusually

effective color lighting
Shore Theatre in Euclid,

in the lobby of the new
Ohio, a Cleveland suburb.

Part of the general

lighting

is supplied

by a rectan-

gular ceiling cove containing 36-inch blue fluorescent lamps. The rest is supplied by various luminous
elements used primarily for lighting advertising
displays. Luminous panels at either end of the
lobby, over the entrances from the street and to the
auditorium, are each lighted with fluorescent lamps
arranged in two parallel rows. The sign over the
street entrance (not shown in photo) is lighted with
gold fluorescent lamps, and that over the auditorium
entrance, with pink fluorescent lamps.
Four recessed wall niches are lighted with daylight
fluorescent lamps concealed behind panels of
cased-opal glass. The poster in the foreground is
similarly lighted with the addition of luminous side
elements lighted with colored fluorescent lamps.
The atmosphere created by the color lighting with
fluorescent lamps would have been difficult to obtain
with previous light sources. Moreover, fluorescent
lamps impose less burden on the air cooling system.
For

new

lighting

Co., Dept.
General
are

several
blue,

58

Electric

available

t vattages

green,

Fluorescent

in 18, 24,
red,

and
warm

36, and
seven

MAZDA
48-inch

colors,

white

and

lamps
lengths,

gold,

pink,

daylight.

G-E

ideas, write

166-BO-F,

Nela

MAZDA

GENERAL

to General

Park,

Electric

Cleveland,

Ohio.

LAMPS

fi ELECTRIC

The freer and sketchier the application,
the less tiring these schemes are to the
public and the more interest they will
arouse and hold. A too static or too
naturalistic decoration will not hold the
public interest long, because it is taken
for granted after having been viewed a
few times. The idea is to hold the public
interest indefinitely, let the onlooker discover something new in the decoration
every time he visits the theatre, and not
only come to be surprised and spellbound
at the grand opening. After that first
inspection, if the public knows everything
that makes it “tick,” the decorative
scheme has failed in no small measure.
Whole walls covered with stylized flowers, leaves or any plant formation applied
in a very large scale produce a very striking effect, as shown in illustration XIII.,
where these decorations were applied
above a settee all the way to the ceiling.
We have purposely omitted whole views
of decorated theatres in our illustrations
in order to keep your attention on the designs only and in order to allow you to
think of them in relation to your own
theatre.
After digesting all this “scribble,” you
might possibly think of something that
requires advice in your decorating problems, and again we say please do not hesitate to ask our opinion, which is free as
the air and most cheerfully given.
The MODERN
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which covers the subject of television in
its development to the present day.

LITERATURE

Spencer
The

following

concerns

have

recently

filed copies of interesting descriptive literature with The Modem Theatre Information Bureau. Readers who wish copies of
such literature may obtain them promptly by addressing The Modern Theatre, 332
S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 111.
Baldor
Missouri,

Electric Company, of St. Louis,
files a copy of a new folder on

the new
Lite and

improved low intensity Rect-Oseveral other types of projection

Turbine

Company,

of Hartford,

Connecticut, submits a booklet on Spencer Commercial Vacuum Cleaning. Applicability and advantages of the company’s products are outlined and pictured
most effectively.

is said to assure safe, speedy,
low-cost curtain operation.

a

Voigt Company, of Philadelphia, offers
folder on their combination drinking

fountain and illuminated mirror equipment. Prices are given and the piece of
literature also illustrates new ideas in
lighting

equipment.

Notice:
Vallen,

Inc., of

Akron,

Ohio,

files a

piece of literature intriguingly titled “4
Out of 10 Have ’em!” on the subject of
“jerky curtains.” The folder describes
the new Vallen control and track which

graceful,

Manufacturers

of all products

adapted

to theatre modernization or maintenance are invited to file latest copies of
their catalogues or descriptive literature
with the Modern Theatre Information
Bureau. — The Editor.

rectifiers with specifications for their installation, guarantees and prices.
Breuer

Electric Manufacturing

Company,

of Chicago, presents a folder entitled “A
Clean Plant Means Better Business,” in
which the Tornado portable industrial
vacuum cleaner is described and illustrated. Prices and a list of attachments
for every requirement are also given.
Carrier Corporation, of Syracuse, New
York, offers an attractive folder entitled
“World’s Fair Weather for Every Store
and Office.” Nine sizes of self-contained
air conditioners are presented and diagrams for their use are shown.
Celotex

Corporation,

of

Chicago,

sub-

mits a current issue of “The Quiet Forum,”
an interesting publication devoted to
acoustics. The use of acoustical materials
and their decorative effect is pictured and
discussed most interestingly in this latest
number.
L. C. Chase & Company, of New York
City, files an elaborate sample chart on a
new upholstery material, “Sylvanaire.”
Samples of the attractive new product in
eight colors make up the folder and advantages are outlined in some detail.
Chicago

Metal

Covering

Company,

of

Chicago, submits their Folder “M” on
Metal Covered Wood and Shell Mouldings.
The products in various forms are suitable for distinctive decorative effect in
horizontal lines, for framing signs and
mirrors and as glass and panel edgings.
Ready-built display cases are also featured.
Fairbanks,

the

Morse

&

Company,

of Chi-

cago, presents “A Guide to Air Conditioning,” a most comprehensive coverage of
subject. Easily understandable and

interspersed with amusing cartoon-type
illustrations, the booklet is most applicable to the needs of theatres.
Golde Manufacturing Company , of Chicago, offers a new catalogue on spotlights,
rewinds, rewind tables, sand urns, music
stands and featuring various newly developed products, including the new fluiddrive take-up and reel-end alarm.
RCA Manufacturing Company, Inc., of
Camden, New Jersey, presents a most attractive and profusely illustrated brochure
entitled “A
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Victor,”

Yes, you can get effective sound
control and acoustical correction for your
theatre — at low cost — with Nu-VVood.
Architects favor Nu-Wood for covering
theatre walls and ceilings because it combines, in a single material, noise-absorbing and acoustical correction. What’s
more, Nu-Wood insulates — offering better and more economical operation for
your air conditioning unit and a more

Nu-Wood, with its soft tones and
individual designs, will bring businessbuilding beauty to your theatre. And
there’s a new idea in theatre decoration today — Nu-Wood and Kolor-Trim.
Kolor-Trim Moldings are wood moldings predecorated in jewel-like colors,
harmonizing with the subtle shades of
Nu-Wood. With Nu-Wood and these

comfortable theatre. That’s why
Nu-Wood can increase theatre patron-

moldings, you can have a complete interior decorating job at one low cost —
because no “extras” are needed. Get

age— help to produce bigger box office
receipts.

complete
facts about Nu-Wood — Mail
the coupon!

See Nu-Wood

in House No. 1 at

the New York World's Fair — also in
Western Pine Association Exhibits at both Fairs.

NUfi IJUOOD
Plank • Tile
Wainscot
NU-WOOD

M

\\

Board

Jrvdll E*
. . . PRODUCTS

OF

•

Roof Insulation

•

□ New

Construction

for

□ Remodeling

Name

Lath

Kolor-Trim • Insulating Sheathing
WEYERHAEUSER

WOOD
CONVERSION
COMPANY
Room 134-6 First National Bank Bldg.
St. Paul, Minnesota
Gentlemen:
Please send me information and illustration on Nu-Wood

. . . BALSAM-WOOL

Address
City

State
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CONDUCTED IN COLLABORATION WITH LEADING THEATRE ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS

Another Modern Main Streeter"
the Metropolitan Manner
The result of functional planning

plus the application

in

of

modern materials in small-town situations. A project
presentation from pictures and particulars supplied by
F <& Y Building Service, of Columbus,

Ohio.
A

HE
“can’t-afford-it” complex that
has long been allowed to curb the
style and efficiency of theatres in
small-town situations is rapidly disappearing. Theatre men outside the metropolitan areas as well as many owners of
small theatres uncomfortably contiguous
to the big towns are finding that inherent
house attraction has a way of levelling
off the hazards of competition and class
distinction that has too long kept the
small capacity country-side cinema in a
state of partial eclipse architecturally and
in the manner of physical appointments.
The shadow is now passing quickly with
the growing realization among theatre men
that quality can quite well be contrived
in small packages and most economically
when careful planning is allowed to con-

The

Geauga’s front is an impressive combination of tangerine-colored face brick,
buff terra cotta, glass bricks, black structural glass and aluminum trimming.
( Photos courtesy F & Y Building Service).

trol the procedure from start to finish.
Small-town theatres are no longer being

sectional

view

details of the
treatment.

in

close-up

Geauga’s

wall

decorative
and

ceiling

just thrown together in amateurish disregard for the functions of moving picture
exhibition. They are being planned — and
in a highly proficient manner in a majority of cases.
The case here under consideration is
typical. It represents the maximum in
accomplished results at a cost well within
the restrictions of small-town theatre investment.
A Typical Small Town
Chardon, Ohio, is a town of slightly less
than 2,000 inhabitants, the county seat of
Geauga County in the northeast corner
of Ohio, and about an hour’s ride by motor
from the City of Cleveland.
This is the locale of the new Geauga
Theatre, owned by L. M. Smith, which
was completed late last winter at a cost
of approximately $35,000, not including
land and detachable equipment. The new
Geauga seats 600 patrons and supplants
the old Chardon Theatre, a 400-seat house
formerly operated by Mr. Smith and which

was

dismantled

upon

completion

of

the

new and smartly modern Geauga — a truly
modern small -town cinema set in the main
business section of Chardon.
The

new

erection

house

was

designed

and

its

and outfitting completely engineered by F & Y Building Service, of

Columbus, Ohio. In general its layout provides an imposing facade, a spacious foyer
and

a well-proportioned

auditorium,

with

smartly

equipped rest-rooms and the manager’s office. All of which are more particularly described in the following paragraphs and by pictures submitted.
The exterior facia of the Geauga is of

tangerine-colored face brick with inset
panels of buff terra cotta and glass brick.
The

entire front is functionally ornamented by a well-lighted V-shaped marquee which provides for two lines of
changeable silhouette letters in attraction
boards set at an angle on both sides.
The ticket booth is constructed of black
structural glass below and with black
structural glass deal plates in striking contrast to the tangerine terra cotta walls.
Alumilited aluminum hardware is used on
the front.
Decorated

Most

Effectively

Four

shades of pastel colors are effectively combined as wall decorations in the
vestibule and the floor and base border are
of terrazzo. Removable link rubber mats
in bright colors serve both as a decorative
effect and as a protection to both patrons
and the floor coverings inside the house.
The

foyer features two large wine-colored decorative motives on either side of

the entrance, with bone-white mouldings
forming a panel in the center of which
orange-colored velour has been applied to
contrast with the deep-wine background.
An elegant pattern of fine carpeting is
used throughout the theatre and chrome
furniture covered with leatherette lends
charm and comfort for patrons who use
the foyer.
Similar

chrome

the rest rooms.

furniture
The
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is also used

ladies’ room,
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tion to the

dainty furniture, has a large
vanity mirror with a black and chrome
powder shelf at a convenient height from
the floor.
The main auditorium of the Geauga is
decorated in three shades of velour on the
side walls in a treatment which graduates
from pale flesh to flame in color. At the
stage-end of the auditorium there are
three steps in the ceiling which carry
down the side walls in ornamental treatment. The center panel of the three
steps leads directly to two ornamental
murals which are done in oil painting on
velour. The murals are executed in black
and white and scarlet to form a striking
note in the general decorative scheme.
Buff tinted plaster with a center panel
of deep burgundy forms the ceiling of
the auditorium and acoustical plaster was
in the well paneling. The interesting murals are lighted from beneath by
troughs and similar fixtures are used for
exit lights at each side of the proscenium.
applied

Seating is arranged on the two-aisle
plan, with 20 seats in each row, and they
are so installed that the front row is approximately 14 feet from the screen. The
chairs have pressed steel backs upholstered
in mohair and spring edge seats covered in
maroon leather and are equipped with
natural maple arm rests.
All

Modern

Conveniences

The

stage is shallow, extending approximately 10 feet in front of the screen, and
the 13 by 18 foot screen is provided with
an automatic traveler curtain. The projection room, measuring 11 V2 by 16 feet
in size, has olive green walls and a ceiling
treated with buff acoustical plaster. It is

Patrons’ perspective of the Geauga’s auditorium upon entrance to the theatre. A
pleasing decorative environment, efficient air conditioning, comfortable seating and
complementary lighting effect serve to contribute complete relaxation and a inood
for enjoyment. (Photo by F & Y Building Service).

THEATRE

with toilet facilities for the projectionists and ah modern mechanical
means for fine projection of pictures and
faithful reproduction of sound.
air

conditioning

system

of

the

modernizing by placing him in touch with dependable sources of supply. As sponsor of the Institute, we strive to impartially relay each
inquiry only to sources of reliable information. However, we do not
guarantee all statements or claims made in connection with products
offered.

Geauga is completely automatic and depends on a hot water boiler fed by a modern coal stoker for its heat supply and
on a deep-well compressor pump for its
cooling agent. Both hot and cold water
are fed to cooling and heating coils. The
ventilating system provides 20 cubic feet
of air per minute per person and is also

GUIDE

Through the co-operation ol our affiliated architects, leading manufacturers, their engineers, designers, dealers, contractors and others, a majority of whom are active members of The Modern Theatre Planning
Institute, we are prepared to assist the theatre-owner in selection and
application of all commodities and services needed in remodeling and

provided

The

MODERNIZING

MAIL

THIS FORM

FOR

FREE

INFORMATION

entirely automatic in control. The building is adequately insulated in the ceiling,
thus

contributing materially to the efficient operation of the air conditioning
system.
In its architecture

and

THEATRE

Planning Institute,

Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan
Chicago, 111.

Geauga Theatre well exemplifies the result of careful study and ingenious application of use values in modern materials. Therefore, it is an excellent example of what careful planning can do to
overcome an erroneous class distinction
between metropolitan and
moving picture theatres.
is going

“main

to draw

street”

Gentlemen: Without cost or obligation
covering the following subjects:

please

□ Acoustics
□ Air Conditioning

□ Decorating

□ Amplifiers
□ Architectural

□ Lighting Fixtures
Service

□ Heating
□ Lounge

Equipment
Furniture

□ Carpets
□ Coin Changers

□ Plumbing

□ Complete

□ Projectors
□ Projection Lamps

Remodeling

Fixtures

arrange

to have

BOXOFFICE
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supplied

to us

□ Screens
Seating
□ Signs and Marquees
□ Sound Equipment
□ Theatre Fronts
□ Ticket Machines
□ Other

Theatre

Seating

Subjects

Capacity.

City
Address

Acoustical correction is most ideally made
at time of remodeling or redecoration. It
be investigated
proved efficiency.

data

a lot

of patrons into theatres where it is applied correctly. It is the extra feature for
summertime business, but it can be a liability unless the house is at all times comfortable.

should

6-24-39

Ave.

all its modern

decorative appointments, functional furnishings and operating appurtenances, the

Air conditioning

The MODERN

State.

as a factor for imSigned.

(Owner-Manager)

24, 1939
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be complete in the latter case, whereas in
the former it would be very evident that
a machine was creating the sound.
The

motion

picture

theatre

has

out-

stripped the so-called “legitimate” theatre
because of its ability to vastly improve the
scope and manner in which it presents its
story to the patrons. In the theatre with
live actors, only those persons fortunate
enough to be in the comparatively few
front rows are reasonably sure of seeing

Mechanical
Mar

Conditions

the Perfect

picture theatre, those factors which govern the reproduction of recorded sound
and reproduced photography must not be
passed over lightly by the management.
many houses are deliberately alienating steady patronage because the operating conditions, both in the projection room

and

throughout the house, are not suitable for obtaining the greatest value from
the entertainment recorded on the film.
The state of mind of many managers
with respect to their projection and sound
is akin to the manner in which a great
many persons regard their health. The latter think that as long as they are able to
be on their feet and can drag one foot
after the other, they are “okay” and need
not pay attention to physical fitness except possibly to eat “three squares” a day.
They forget the doctor’s orders and all
those precautions which help to keep the
system up to par.
Unfortunately, the average house manager seems to believe that as long as he
has any results at all, and that as long as
his patrons do not complain, he need not
do any worrying about the equipment, its
upkeep, improvement or replacement. He
does

not seem to realize that this equipment, like anything else which is of a
delicately adjusted nature, can get out of
adjustment, become obsolete or deteriorate
in some of its vital parts so that it is not
capable of reproducing a result of even
average acceptability.
Deterioration

The

situation

Creeps

might

were

You a Problem?

Conductors
glad
of

to

of

answer

projection

the

CINE'

questions
and

sound

CLINIC

relating

to

operation

to

questions

l>e published

in a

later

of

general

issue,

will

be

problems
and

prac-

interest

identified

by

will
in-

quirer’s initials only. Should you desire private information or advice, enclose stamp for
reply.
Room

62

Address
334,

332
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S. Michigan

Ave.,

of them could tell whether
ture is in focus.
In respect to sound
situation is even more
function in a somewhat
and

THEATRE,
Chicago,

111.

or not a pic-

reproduction, the
acute. The ears
different manner

and

hearing everything. The ease of seeing and hearing decreases as the distance
from the stage increases.
In the motion picture theatre, the case
is considerably different. In the first
place, the actors are increased in sizs so
that they are from two to four times their
normal size (and in close-ups more times
than that) , hence can be seen from any
point in the theatre with comparative
ease; and in the second place, with the
advent of improved sound, the voices are
reproduced with sufficient volume and are
so directed that it is possible to hear

MAINTAINS A DEPENDABLE
UNIFORM POWER SUPPLY

bTABILAPC
Motor

Generator

are not nearly as accurate a reproducer as the eyes. They vary in their

hearing powers, not only between a person’s own ears, but also between those of
individuals. It would not be possible for
a picture gradually to get farther and
farther out of focus from day to day and
still stay acceptable to the manager or the
patrons.
But, because

of the lack of the absolute

The

powers of the ears to distinguish variations from a standard except by an immediate comparison, it is a fact that countless sound systems have deteriorated
slightly each day without attracting managerial attention to their increasing inefficiency. Those patrons who were not
definitely conscious of a change, yet somehow realized something was wrong and
dissatisfying, just stopped coming and
elsewhere

without

registering

most complete line of motor
generators on the market.

42-60-80 VOLT MULTIPLE
35 VOLT UNITWIN
(Requires

of

Direct

Comparison

However, if a direct comparison were to
be made between such a system which has
been allowed to deteriorate and one which

Ballast

Rheostats)

DEVICES

1035 Linden St.
220

W.

CO.

Allentown, Pa.

Export
42n<l
St., Office:
New York

City

Also Manufacturers of Allentown Steel
Curtain Tracks and Curtain Machines

a com-

Besides, the monitor horn is too small to
give any indication of the real quality of
the sound as it is being reproduced in the
house.

No

AUTOMATIC

plaint.
The projectionist, least of all, would not
notice any change because the noises in
the booth do not permit him to do more
than tell whether his sound is on or off.

Result

tices through these columns. State your problem clearly, detailing symptoms
of trouble.
Answers

is a trifle out of focus, the manager or
anyone else could tell immediately that
it is not right. The eyes are accustomed
to seeing objects, lines, etc., clearly and
well defined. The motion picture camera
photographs accurately and puts a clear
picture on the film, and modern projection machines are fully capable of accurately transferring this picture to the
screen so that every line and particle of
detail is distinct and clear cut. All objects look practically alike to everyone,
children and adults as well, and each one

went

Slowly

be different

the human senses all equal in their powers to distinguish slight variations from
a given standard. If the projectionist
were to put a picture on the screen that

Have

or

Illusion

N ANY consideration of the many factors which are responsible for the profitable operation of the modern motion

Too

Either Make

Best
’slide projectors'

' ♦ Skillfully engineered and carefully manufactured
from best materials. Well ventilated. Complete with
J-ft. approved
cord,
switch, slide carrier, ground
tolished
lens (less
lamp).
OOO
watt. $35.
Range
16 inches.
iOO

75-150

feet. With

watt "BESTEROPTICON."

Range
With

is in adjustment with every part functioning properly, a great difference would
be noticed. The first system would probably be muffled, indistinct, noisy, scratchy,
artificial and unnatural, while the other
system would be clear, distinct, crisp and
natural, tending to create the illusion that
one is actually listening to the actors or
action on the screen. The illusion would

any focus

and
lens 10 to

up to 75 feej.
any

focus

inches. $23.
lens 10 to 30
At Your
Deolonl
BEST

DEVICES
10516 Western^
Cleveland^
CO.
Avenue
Ohio .
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easily from any point as well. Thus, the
motion picture theatre can serve each
patron equally well no matter where he
sits, provided the equipment was properly
chosen in the first place and still performs
satisfactorily.
It must be borne in mind, however, that
for the motion picture theatre to do its
job completely, it must perfectly create
the illusion that the pictures on the screen
are actually the living actors, and that
the sound being reproduced is natural and
seems to be actually coming from these
actors. It must be of such volume that it
is in keeping with the size of the picture,
otherwise our sense of the normal fitness

of things indicates that something is out
of proportion. The more perfectly we
create the illusion or feeling that one is
looking at, and listening to, real people,
the better is the chance that the patron
will lose himself in the story being unfolded before him and the more he will
feel that he
worth.

has

received his money’s

This naturalness, or perfect illusion, depends on several factors which for lack of
space can only be touched upon lightly
herein. The first requisite of the perfect
illusion is that there be perfect synchronization between sound and picture. This
means that the action on the screen and
the sound produced by that action shall
occur at the same time, i. e„ the ears
shall hear the sound at the same time as
the eyes see the action. If it be a person
talking on the screen, the ears shall hear
the words as the eyes see them being
formed by the actor’s lips. Or if it be an
orchestra playing, the music of the violins,
for instance, shall be heard in step, or in
synchronism, with the movements of the
bows of the violins.
The second requisite of the perfect illusion pertains to the sources of the sound.
It demands that the sound appears to
emanate from that portion of the screen
whereon the picture shows the sound being created. This means that it is detrimental to the illusion if an actor is
shown speaking from the center of the
screen and the sound seems to come from
the sides or top of the screen. The sound
must come from the back of, or through,
the screen from that point where most of
the action normally takes place.
Reproduced

No

compromise on sharpness, brilliance or detail is necessary when you
choose a screen from the Da-Lite line.
Your dealer will help you select the
Da-Lite surface that shows pictures in
your theatre always at their best. Ask
him for a quotation today.

Da-Lite Screen Co./ Inc.
2725

N.

Crawford

low

pressures

Ave.,

saves

on

Chicago,

pumping

M No internal parts to clog or wear.
'Write for Literature

3001

THE MARLEY
Fairfax Road

and

FREE

cost.

Sample

COMPANY
Kansas City, Kans.

EE1 (4 4 ^'4
Patented Non-Clog

SPRAY

BOXOFFICE

NOZZLES

111.

As

When

other types of rectifying devices cry "Quits"

and give up . . .

IransVerteK
keeps on round after round (year
after year) in maintaining uniformly
fine service.
Ask about the many other
features of the Transverter.

fine

Consult the nearest office of The
National Theatre Supply Co.; in
Canada, General Theatre Supply
Co.; or write us.

The Hertner Electric Co.
12695 Elmwood
Exclusive

Ave., Cleveland,

Manufacturers

of

the

O., U. S.A.
Transverter

Recorded

The next requisite embraces the quality
of the sound, requiring that all of those
vibrations which occurred when the sound
was originally produced when the picture
was being taken shall also be reproduced
and heard when the picture is shown in
the theatre. It is these vibrations, or
frequencies, that give the sounds their individual characteristics.
For example, a saxophone and a cornet
may play the same musical note, but each
can be distinctly recognized because, not
only do both instruments have the fundamental frequency of the musical note, but
each has a set of additional vibrations
which give it its own particular character
by which it is recognized. Sometimes
these individual frequencies, or overtones
as they are called, vibrate at an extremely high rate — thousands of times a second
— and if these are not reproduced in the
theatre, the individuality of the sources
of these sounds is lost and our illusion is
not perfect.
Another requisite is the exclusion of ail
foreign sounds such as scratches, hums or
any other extraneous sounds which were
not present at the time of the recording.
There must not be more sound, or different sound, produced than belongs to the
action on the screen. It does not do at all
to hear a motor-boating sound in a tense,
quiet love scene. Nor, when the action
shows someone tiptoeing across a thick
Persian rug can we have any scratchy or
sputtering noises or hisses or any other
sounds coming from the screens. All
must really be quiet.
In conclusion, there must be complete
unison and parity between the projection
and the sound reproduction.

LONG LIFE
1 FIDELITY

HIGI-

V/S/TRON
J

STANDARD

SINCE

1925

Get spare photocells for
every projector. Order
from your supply dealer!
G-M

LABORATORIES/
1731 Belmont

INC.
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New Oil-Drive Take-Up
Arouses Much Comment
An

DEMANDS
HIGH PROJECTION

STAHDARDS

The increasing number of color films creates a
new problem for you. A B&L Super-Cinephor
Projection Lens on your projector helps you solve
this problem. If your audiences are to see color
films exactly as they were recorded, with every
color in sharp focus . . . you'll need

a color-cor-

rected projection lens.

Super-Cinephors are fully color corrected . . . and
in addition, are the first true anastigmats, for
projection ... a fact which means that on even
ihe largest screens you can be sure of critical
definition right to the edge ... in black and white
or color.
Write

BAUSCH
720

St. Paul

for complete

& LOMB

information

OPTICAL

COMPANY

St..

“One

new

patron

a

Rochester,

day

Super-Cinephor

BAUSCH

will

in a

pay

for

N. Y.

a

year”

&• LOMB

oil-drive film take-up device recently perfected by Golde Manufacturing
Company occasioned widespread interest
and comment at the S.M.P.E. Convention
in Hollywood recently. It was hailed as
filling a long felt need for the completion
safety.
of
projection machine ^efficiency and
The

oil-drive take-up is a totally enclosed device accurately machined, which
has in its enclosure an oil shaped disc
driven by the enclosing case entirely
filled
sealed. with a special oil and permanently
The device functions throughout the
range of film take-up with surprising
smoothness when compared to any other
form of film-take-up device. Its design
also is said to assure the same smoothness for the life of the projector and without adjustment. The initial adjustment
that is sealed in will provide for taking up
film up to 2,500 feet without intermittent
wear on take-up feed sprockets or film.
Since it is totally enclosed there can be
none of the usual effects caused by dust,
oil, lint and other accumulations.
The no-adjustment feature should appeal to all projectionists and remove the
personal element of likes and dislikes of
several projectionists on the same job.
The mechanism is adaptable to all
makes

of projectors with chain drive application at extra cost. It is designed for

use with special V-belt or regular round
belting. Special models for chain drive
and, something really new, a separate
motor drive assembly, will be announced
by the manufacturers in the near future.
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lamps.

Cool down the theatre lighting for summer. Use more blues and greens in both
displays and for atmospheric lighting
throughout the house. It is surprisingly
effective.
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is to have

57)
that theatre

owner boss of yours air condition his theatre and run a duct right into that booth.
And the best way to persuade him to do
this is invite him to operate those machines
for fifteen minutes on a 100-degree day.
“Any projectionist that persuades his
boss to have me air condition his theatre
will have the curse taken off him. For I
will air condition his theatre starting at
the projection

booth.

Of all the hell holes

in creation, that’s it. I’ll meet you where
you are going, and with kind regards. —

H. S.”that takes care of that. Another
G.Well,
batch of billets doux signed, sealed and
delivered. Maybe if the heat lets up, which
mind you it won’t, you guys will forget
about air conditioning again until it’s too
late — then I can go fishing in the air conditioned woods and cogitate. And I do
mean cogitate.
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DISPLAY ROOMS

SUGGEST

ITERALLY filled with contemporary
decorative ideas that might well be
applied to theatre use in lobbies, foyers, lounges and restrooms, the new showroom at 1 Park Avenue, New York headquarters of the Heywood-Wakefield Company, offers its own version of “the world
of tomorrow.”
The beautifully designed and decorated
display, recently remodeled under the suA

decorative

DECORATIVE

Investigate
"TOUCH

IDEAS

spiring to theatre adaptation are the large
murals at the entrance, which depict the
various products of the company. A series
of model rooms showing modern furniture
might also prove applicable in many instances.

PEABODY’S

The extensive use of structural glass for
partitions and modern fireplaces is also
worthy of note and of interest to theatre
owners or designers who may wish to make

THEATRE RO
CHAIRS
L"

CONT

scheme

which,

save for the domestic furnishings, might
serve well as a model for
a
restful lounge in some
theatre is suggested in
this view of a model room
in the exhibit at 1 Park
Avenue
in New
York. A
photo-mural window effect
and
World’s
Pair
wallpaper
are
particularly
noteworthy.

"Touch
pass

Control"

seats

are

too

important

to

without giving them careful investigation. This exclusive PEABODY
feature
does away with springs and gadgets that
wear, break and become noisy. A gentle
Another

lounging: room
suggestion applicable to theatre

use is provided
view showing

courtesy
Company). Heywood

pervision of Alfons Bach, offers inspiration to theatre modernity in many of its
effects. Offices of the Theatre Seating
Division and Furniture Sales Department
have been rearranged and the display
floor dramatically altered.
Among the many decorative features of
the new display which might prove in-

YOUR FRONT IS AS GOOD
AS THE ATTENTION
IT COMMANDS
Attain brilliant new color effects for your marquee, signs, running borders.

CLIMAX

Sparkle-Lite REFLECTORS

weather-tight units, fitting standard sockets,
employ individual reflectors and natural color lenses so as to collect and amplify the
entire light output, much
of which is ordinarily lost, and redirect it into useful channels. Also provide high illumination at side
angles. Inexpensive standard 3, 6, 7 or 10
watt, 115 volt, lamps do the work of 25 to
50 watts, effecting a tremendous current saving. Eliminates heavy flasher load troubles. Easily cleaned without
danger
of
breakage. Write for free catalog.

CLIMAX
403

Schroyer

BOXOFFICE

REFLECTOR,
Ave.,

S. W.

CANTON,

:: June 24, 1939

INC.
OHIO

nudge

- Wakefield

use of the latest developments in their
decorative schemes. The use of curved
lines to create an illusion of unlimited
space is another contribution to modern
decorative application used with telling
effect in the exhibit.
Windows with cleverly simulated skyline
views of New York City attract much
favorable comment also. This treatment

raises

or lowers

the seat

of any

Pea-

body Theatre Chair. There is no noise — instead the seat operates quietly and smoothly. There is nothing to adjust, nothing that

by this nichethe latest in

modem
furniture, and a window expanse formed
of interestingly surfaced glass
which permits light to enter
but which precludes visibility
from
either side. (Photos

by

ble.
can

wear

out

quickly,

nothing

to give

trou-

See this remarkable line of quality theatre
chairs. Learn how truly comfortable they
are; how smart their lines and how modern
iheir design. Write today for the Peabody
Theatre

Chair

PEABODY
Box

Catalog

Folder.

SEATING

5, North

It's free.

COMPANY

Manchester,

Indiana

is known as photo-mural and is already
familiar to many decorators who have
used it effectively in theatre projects.
Wallpaper like that used in the famous
Terrace Club at the World’s Fair was also
worked into the display to show the stunning effect of tastefully designed and applied wall treatment.
A highly successful “house warming”
was held on May 19th in the new showroom, attended by a large number of
buyers and dealers from greater New
York. Theatre men who visit New York
to see the Fair, or for any other reason,
are invited and urged to drop in at the
new exhibit where they will be most cordially received. Since the display is so
readily applicable to theatre decorative
problems and their solutions, it is suggested that a visit would be well worth
while.

4fQ4dSi mottey,
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USAIRCO

BLOWERS, WASHERS, CONTROLS, SYSTEMS
15 YEARS IN THEATRE
AIR CONDITIONING
UNITED
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Minneapolis,
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Cleanliness
Carefully

is a Condition

be fought as the pestilence, the 17-year
locusts or the 7-years’ itch.
Spraying with a reliable liquid must be
repeated at intervals. There is no way for
the manager to escape this, because the
sprays, no matter how deadly, evaporate
and leave you just where you started. Authorities, including government experts, insist that treatment must be periodic to
guarantee best possible protection.
Hanging articles in the sun for several
hours is another good precaution before
spraying them, so if you can take draperies
to your roof or some other safe, sunny
spot, fine!
Remember, also, that spraying must be
done liberally. Saving on the amount of
liquid used, as well as on its quality, is
no economy at all, but the rankest sort of
extravagance.

to be

Nourished
By William Shaw

THE first time Lyman H. Howe’s Mo-

tion Pictures were booked into Tootle’s
Opera House at St. Joseph, Mo., there
was great scurrying around.
The Tootle was a legitimate house. Pictures were a rarity. The Howe engagement included a matinee. You had to have
a theatre pitch-dark for movies then, but
the Tootle had windows!
So Tommy Flahive and Steve Zackert,
assisted, in all probability, by Stumpy
Davis and, possibly, by Butch Gerrard or
Willie Rozitsky, or both, knocked together
lumber panels that tightly filled the windows, kept out all daylight, and allowed
the Howe matinee, sound effects and all,
to go ahead as per contract, heralds and
newspaper advertisements.
The rest of the season, windows were
a blessing in the Tootle, as they were in
any other oldtimer. Stagehands and cleaners could find their way about without
flashlights.
It is a matter of theatrical history that
a playhouse under construction in about
the same era, in New York, was practically
ready for its opening night before someone discovered it contained no dressing
rooms! Actors were a necessary but unconsidered evil.
Playgrounds

for

Pests

A motion picture house today can get
along without dressing rooms and also, it
seems quite evident, without windows. The
biggest theatre in the country could be
hermetically sealed in thirty minutes by the
simple process of calking the big doors
and pasting gummed tape over the cracks
in the exits.
This makes any modern theatre, thus
lacking windows and lacking light, a paradise for moths, which thrive on darkness
and inattention.
The condition makes for a perfect affinity, since the same establishment that
welcomes moths, also goes to particular
pains to supply perfect food for them.
Carpets, moths, eggs and larvae, how
they are made for each other!
The

theatre manager’s first line of defense against the moth is cleanliness. All
barriers must be up before the moth arrives. Once he has established his residence in the theatre little remains to be
done, except the thinking up of an explanation that may satisfy the head office.
To be safe from moth damage, carpets,
rugs, draperies and upholstering must be
immaculate to start with. Thus it is im-
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Moth-Proofing

portant to know that the vacuum cleaner
being used is perfectly adjusted, and working with greatest possible efficiency, or the
maintenance crew’s precautions may turn
out to be "manager’s labor lost.”
If your cleaning equipment has been in
use a number of years, a smart thing to
do now is to have it checked over by a
representative of the company that made
it, because, unbeknownst to you, it may
need repairs, or, possibly, replacement in
favor of the greatly improved apparatus
that can be had today.
Where

Cleaning

Really

Counts

There is no other type of structure in
which regular, thorough vacuuming is as
highly important as it is in the case of
the motion picture theatre, due to the size
of the carpeted areas and the difficulty
of getting actual eye evidence, because of
the nature of the structure, as to whether
the moths are at work or not.
With steady vacuum cleaning maintained, then comes the use of a trustworthy mothproofing compound or a moth
repellant, applied by using an attachment
on your vacuum cleaner. Insect sprays
of known merit kill any flying moths, eggs
or larvae that may be on the fabric at the
time.
Remember, when you see a moth flying,
that the moth itself, is no risk. He, or
she, is not eating any part of your theatre.
But moths lay eggs, so the moths should
be swatted. And the eggs hatch into larvae,
so the eggs should be found and destroyed.
And the larvae feed on wool, so they should

draperies, the necessity for "mothproofing” the seats, at regular intervals unless,
of course, they are not upholstered in a
woolen fabric. But if they are, and if you
are using slip-covers this summer, watch
your step! Those covers make splendid
dark hideaways under which the damage
can go ahead undiscovered until the woolen
coverings reappear next fall.
Remember, also, that the same spray
attachment you use in connection with a
vacuum cleaner, to fight moths, can be

STOP
Ladder Accidents
You won't worry
ladder accidents
you

AVOID

Time
MISTAKES
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Coinometer
is mechanically
perfect
coin - changer.
Works
with new or worn coins.
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ty and durability.
that they can perform

know

"high up” jobs as swiftly and confidently as though standing on the ground
And

yet, because

Ladders

last

ladders,

theatre

they

about
when

tom built for extra

Ladder

Workmen

floor.

Save

Prescribed

Keeping on guard against moth damage
in the motion picture theatre involves, in
addition to spraying rugs, carpets and

reduce
dent costs.
Write

much

owners

ladder
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longer
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costs
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than
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for Details.

The Dayton Safety Ladder CO.
121-123

West

Third

St..
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O.

DAYTON
{Safety Ladder
(Patented)
• Send for our catalog No. 5 showing a
complete line of fire extinguishers and
accident equipment.
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Illustrated
The versatility of the vacuum cleaner for
theatre maintenance is verified by these
views of various routine applications in the
sanitary upkeep of the modern theatre.
Yet these illustrations cover but a few of
the many special functions of the modern
vacuum cleaner as it is now designed and
constructed to take care of cleaning requirements in all classes of theatres. ( Photos courtesy General Electric Company.)

used for applying deodorants
fectants.

and

C L AN

Offers a complete line of
mechanical stage equipment.
CURTAIN
Heavy

the theatre manager’s most valuable tool.
Keeping carpets, rugs, draperies and upholstering clean is only one of the services
the vacuum performs.
Using the big, heavy-duty commercial
and industrial type machines for large
areas and the smaller variety, similar to
household models, for dozens of special
jobs, as cleaning aisles, stairs, getting the
dirt out of ventilating grilles, from the fins
of radiators, whisking dust off linoleum and
tile floors, cleansing mouldings and intricate metal -work thus makes theatre maintenance a Jack Spratt-and-his-wife job of
“licking the platter clean.”
Get the very best vacuum cleaning equipment you can afford, use it steadily and
correctly, and you can rest content in the
knowledge that you are doing a 100 per
cent job of caring for the big investment
you have in perishable fabrics.

TRACKS

and Light Duty

CURTAIN

CONTROLS

Heavy

Light Duty

and

PICTURE SCREEN FRAMES
MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT

disin-

The all-round versatility of vacuum
cleaners, as a matter of fact, make them

c y

For handling sound horns
vertically or horizontally
And

a. wide variety of other items that assure a safe, smooth operating stage for the

smallest
largest

motion
theatre
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key to a Good
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and

Stage ”
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Inc.
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Curtain
Control

Jim Frank Made Manager
Of N. Y. National Branch
James Prank jr., has succeeded C. H.
Secor, resigned, as manager of the New
York branch of National Theatre Supply
Company.
Frank has been with National in various
executive capacities since 1937. Until
lately he has functioned in the sales promotion department of the company’s general offices. Previously, he was assistant
sales manager of International Projector
Corporation for a year and prior to that
was for eight years with RCA in Camden.

8%on

XlTY WATER BILLS
For AIR CONDITIONING
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Continuous cooling and
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Quiet, inexpensive
operation.
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lobby displays. Less time. Less
work. Simply trace enlargements
of photos, ads, etc., in natural
color with Postoscope Projector.
Anyone
can do it.

Suction cleans screens, lamp houses, all floor
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or
scaffolds with the Specialized Super Theatre
Cleaner. Saves its cost over and over again.
Free trial. Ask your wholesaler or write
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ANSWERED WITH FACTS
ASK YOUR DEALER'S SALESMAN
TO SHOW YOU THIS BOOK "O'

YOUR PLANS FOR
SUMMER IMPROVEMENTS
SHOULD

INCLUDE

HIGH INTENSITY
PROJECTION
IF NOT ALREADY

INSTALLED

YOU NEED IT
TO MEET THE COMPETITION OF
THE THEATERS THAT HAVE IT

Study this interesting analysis of
the COST, ECONOMIES
and
PROFIT
POSSIBILITIES
of
modern motion picture projection.
Your dealers salesman will leave
a copy with you if you ask him.

The words

44 National ” and “ Suprex ” are trade-marks

2 1/3 PER CENT
of average covers
theatercost
investment
of projection light
equipment.

of National

Carbon

Company , Inc.
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HIGH INTENSITY
IS A PROFIT-
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every important advance in projection that
made possible the motion picture industry.
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Spear, Western

lations board has pigeon-holed the SDG’s
unfair labor practice complaint and its
petition to be certified bargaining agent
for the craft, hearing on which consumed
several weeks. No decision was handed

Crafts in Hollywood
Elect New Officers
Election of the new year’s officers by a
number of studio crafts is highlighting activities among Hollywood’s guilds and labor unions.

Studio carpenters unanimously re-elected William Castle as business manager and
James N. Skelton as president, appointed

down on either charge. Newly-elected
board of directors of the SDG held its
first executive meeting to hear a financial
report on operations for the coming year.
Membership of the American Society of
Cinematographers has formally approved
the ASC’s new five-year closed shop contracts as signed by the producers. Still
under discussion by studio managers and
producer attorneys are points in the

nine delegates to the Central Labor Council and chose 13 as delegates to the District Council of Carpenters. Studio Grips,

hour and working conditions demands of the Screen Publicists Guild. Due
in for conferences with local officials was

Local 80 — newly formed IATSE affiliate —
chose Robert Fleming as president and
Owen Crompton, business agent. Herbert
Sorrell was re-elected business manager of
the studio painters, with Otto Geiser
chosen to serve as president. Plasterers
re-elected Ben Martinez business representative and chose Harry E. Bell as president. Projectionists named Hal C. Roddan business manager.

Joseph V. Moreschi, international president of the Studio Utility Employes.

Junior

Screen

Directors

Guild

elected

Joseph McDonough president, Syd Fogel
secretary and Clem Jones treasurer, chose
15 members to comprise its new board of
directors and

selected three as representa-

tives to sit with
of directors.

the SDG’s

senior

board

wage,

Pat Casey's Extended Stay
Delaying Labor Issues
While other departmental activities of
the Hays organization are being conducted
along

routine lines, the labor contact division continues to mark time in the absence of Chieftain Pat Casey and the ex-

tended holiday of Victor Clarke, Casey’s
lieutenant. Awaiting Casey’s perusal are
requests for bargaining contracts drawn

Kenneth Thomson, executive secretary
of the Screen Actors Guild, presented the
SAG directorate with a detailed report of
the current investigation of the American

the all-important task of setting a date
for the annual producer-labor basic pact
conferences also remains for settlement by
the Hays office labor leader.

Federation of Actors by the Associated Actors and Artistes of America. He returns

Casey has been expected to return from
an extended stay in New York for two
weeks or more, but is coming west at a
leisurely pace. Until his arrival, studio
managers and attorneys, and representatives of various film unions, have tabled
further pro-and-con discussions of the
possibility of adopting a five-day work
week throughout the industry.

east July 10 to sit in on further meetings
pertaining to the reorganization of the
AAAA.
Attorneys for the SAG and the
Artists Managers Guild are still ironing
out controversial points in the proposed
agency licensing agreement.
The trial of Local 37’s suit to oust the
IA international from control of the organization is dragging on. IA President
George Browne’s deposition, in which
affirmed his authority to declare

he
an

“emergency” and seize the local, was read
into the records along with other lengthy
testimony. Meantime, the five new IA
unions drafted when Local 37’s charter
was revoked have appointed committees
to draw up an agreement on wages, hours
and working conditions to be submitted
to the producers.
With the Screen Directors Guild now
working under a bargaining agreement
with the producers,
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labor re-

H

Two More Premieres
For the Midwest
Two more midwestern cities will become
celluloid Cinderellas within another two
weeks, the master-minds of film exploitation having selected them for the Hollywood-for-a-day treatment which is apparently becoming standard equipment
for the premieres of all pictures transcending the run-of-the-mill classification. The
latest prairie communities to be so honored are Waukegan, 111., where Paramount
will debut the Jack Benny starrer, “Man
About Town,” and Des Moines, la., the
site chosen by RKO Radio for the unveilWaukegan
will be the
ing of “Career.”

up by the five newly-formed IATSE
locals and the Screen Set Designers, while

A Report by Thomson

Manager)

An exhaustive report on the curtailed
week has been prepared for scrutiny by
Casey when he reaches the coast.

Spot News Photo Service
Begun by Warner Bros .
A new daily spot news photo service has
been inaugurated by the Warner studio
publicity department, servicing nearly 70
newspapers throughout the country by
air-mail. It has been called
wood Photo News Service.”

the “Holly-

first to bask

the limelight, its “Celebrity
be climaxed June 25 when
of “Man

About

Town”

and

in

Days” fete to
two showings
two broadcasts

of Benny’s final airshow for the season
are presented in the Genesee Theatre. The
entire seating capacity of the house was
purchased by General Foods Corp., sponsors of Benny’s radio show, and tickets
are being distributed free among citizens
of the radio-screen comic’s home town.
Benny and his radio troupe will be escorted to Waukegan from Chicago aboard
a de luxe train, arranged for by Cliff
Lewis, studio advertising chieftain, who is
working on the event. The Benny delegation will include Mary Livingston, Andy
Devine, Kenny Baker, Eddie (Rochester)
Anderson, Phil Harris, Announcer Don
Wilson and Dorothy Lamour, who shared
star

billing with

Benny

in “Man

About

RKO

Radio’s “Career” caravan will include studio and homeoffice celebrities,
stars of the film, and the producer, cast
Town.”
and
production crew of the Gateway to
Hollywood” radio show. Film makes its
bow July 2 in simultaneous showings at
the Paramount and Orpheum Theatres in
Iowa’s capital. A special train leaves
Hollywood, June 29, with Edward Ellis,
Anne Shirley, Alice Eden, John Archer,
Leon Errol, Raymond Hatton, Director
Leigh Jason, Robert Palmer, studio casting
director, Jean Hersholt and Edward
Everett Horton aboard. Also going for
the ride will be Jesse L. Lasky, producer
of the “Gateway to Hollywood” airer, who
will broadcast the finals of his nationwide
talent search, in which Archer and Miss
Eden were discovered, from Des Moines on
the day of the premiere. Visitors will be
welcomed at a parade, banquet and ball.
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Blue Ribboners —
For their contributions

to the produc-

tion of Paramount’s “Union Pacific,”
these men received the Boxoffice
BLUE
RIBBON
AWARD
for the
month of May. In numerical order,
they are: (1) Cecil B. DeMille; (2)
William LeBaron; (3) William Pine;
(4) Joel McCrea; (5) Walter De Leon;
(6) Jesse L. Laslcy fr.; CD Arthur
Rosson.
The

Boxoffice

BLUE

RIBBON

AWARD
goes each month to the picture selected by the National Screen
Council as the most outstanding release suitable for whole-family entertainment. The Council, polled by
Boxoffice, consists of leading daily
newspaper film editors, civic, educational and social leaders, state film
chairmen of the federation of women’s
clubs and the film chairmen of the
International Federation of Catholic
Alumnae.

44 Films in Production
On Major Studio Lots
Production is enjoying a healthy upswing, with 44 on the sound stages of the
major lots and another 15 being readied
for immediate starts.
6

Sign Walter Huston
Paramount has signed Walter Huston
to return to the screen in a featured role
in “The Light That Failed.” He replaces
Thomas Mitchell, who was forced to bow
out because of another commitment. Picture is under way with William Wellman
producing and directing.

Next Benny
Next

Paramount

Starrer

starrer for Jack

Benny

will be “Buck Benny Rides Again,” with
Mark Sandrich set to produce and direct.
Eddie (Rochester) Anderson will have a
featured role.

Borrow
Universal
Brahm
van.
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has

John Brahm
borrowed

Director

John

from Columbia to pilot an untitled starring vehicle for Margaret Sulla-

Columbia shoved off “The Man They
Couldn’t Hang” to up its total to five.
Metro rolled “Northwest Passage” on location in Idaho, and gunned “Balalaika” at
the studio, to hit the top with ten in production. Monogram lists two, including
the new starter, “The Girl From Rio.”
Paramount launched “The Light That
Failed,” carding an eight-picture total.
“Full Confession” and “The Day the
Bookies Wept” hit the starting line at
RKO
Radio, which has five in work.
“Dick Tracy’s G-Men,” a serial; “In Old
Monterey,” “Mob Fury” and “Raiders of
the Wasteland” were all scheduled as Republic starters, giving the plant a total of
three features and a serial in production.
Twentieth Century-Fox started “Tin
Hats” to hold an even five-picture speed.
Walter Wanger gunned “Eternally Yours”
and Hal Roach launched “The Housekeeper’s Daughter,” both for United
Artists, UA thus listing a total of four
films

in

work.

Universal

started

“First

Love,” giving it a seven-picture total. “The
Fighting 69th” and “Queer Money,” were
scheduled Warner starters. Studio is
shooting on eight pictures.

7

Next lor Lee
“The Tower of London,” co-starring
Basil Rathbone and Boris Karloff, will be
Rowland V. Lee’s next production-direction assignment at Universal. Robert N.
Lee is scripting for an August 1 start.
Permission has been granted the studio
by the British government to pick up background material at the Tower.

Adds

" Columbus "

Warner

Borrows

Edward Small has added “Christopher
Columbus” to his 1939-40 production
schedule for United Artists release. Filming of marine sequences will start in two
months. Title role has not been filled.

Warner

has

Moppet

borrowed

Moppet

Terry

Kilburn from Metro for a role in “We Are
Not Alone,” the next Paul Muni starrer.
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lir-<ILMDOM’S

and his staff have recognized this duty
and will not shirk it.

r a i 1 b i r d s, particularly

JJI^those
in the reactionary
have
been enjoying
a field day camps,
conjecturing

as to the celluloid future of John
beck’s classic “Grapes

Stein-

Fred Fredericks, Max Factor wig stylist,
has been engaged to manufacture the wigs

of Wrath.”

From the school of busy-bodies which
specializes in spoken and written prejudging and censorship of motion pictures
and production plans have come predictions that it will never be made, and hints
of the dire consequences which might follow if the widely-read indictment of a
stinking phase of America’s sociological
structure is filmed in its unadulterated
form. Some have dared to intimate that
Production Chief Darryl Zanuck laid $75,000 of his company’s money on the line
merely to put out of circulation the film
rights to the documentary novel. Others
declare that, if made, its original content
will be toned down considerably.
Judging from present indications, there
can be no doubt that the Westwood studio
will make the picture. Zanuck has assigned one of his ace producer-writers,
Nunnally Johnson, to do the screenplay
and to function as associate producer; and
John Ford has been set to direct it. All
of which points to the conclusion that the
production will go before the cameras as
scheduled.
Further, it is a reasonable assumption,
predicated on past performances, that
20th Century-Fox, continuing its policy of
manufacturing films for entertainment
and profit, will pull no punches in the

for

Probably

the best of the aggregation

was 20th Century-Fox’s new Shirley Temple starrer, “Susannah of the Mounties.”
Indicative of the studio’s never-ceasing
efforts to provide its Number One personality with vehicles tailored to keep pace
with her rapid growth, this leans heavily
on Shirley’s unflagging buoyancy, less on
her singing and dancing specialties, and
plunges her into an entirely new set of
situations and backgrounds. The colorful
atmosphere, in which Shirley is confronted with Injun raids, acquires a Blackfoot boy friend and becomes the mascot
of the Royal Canadian Mounted, is sure to
delight juvenile audiences and can safely
be tabbed to register strongly at the boxoffice. Sure-handed direction was contributed by William A. Seiter, and Producer Kenneth Macgowan saw to it that
La Temple was given strong backing, providing her with a substantial supporting
cast and a lavishly-fashioned mounting.
Scripters Robert Ellis and Helen Logan
kept tongues in cheek in developing the
screenplay from Muriel Denison’s novel,
relieving its melodramatic phases with
welcome touches of comedy.
BOXOFFICE
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Radio’s

forthcoming

“Hunch-

back of Notre Dame.”
Now, who is going to undertake the
much tougher assignment of transferring
Charles (Income Tax) Laughton’s
from his midriff to his back?
Suggested

transference of the literary masterpiece to
the infinitely wider medium of the screen.
Hundreds of thousands of Americans have
read and are reading “Grapes of Wrath.”
Critics have acclaimed it the greatest commentary on a social problem since “Uncle
Cabin” and have prophesied a circulation comparable to Harriet Beecher
Stowe’s denunciation of slavery. Yet the
numbers who will read the book are insignificant when compared to the millions
who will see the screen version.

Tom’s

Those who have undertaken the making
of it owe a definite duty to these countless
millions of democratic theatre patrons —
an obligation which demands they be
afforded an opportunity to see the vivid
presentation of chaotic conditions surrounding the nation’s migratory laborers
— and without modification or embellishments. It is a safe bet that Darryl Zanuck

Heroic, Hilarious
Four features and the industry’s world
fair’s exhibit film, “Land of Liberty,” comprised a comparatively unimportant preview lineup, albeit three of the quartette
of regular releases earned ratings as topside program material.

RKO

and

hot-weather grosses. Alexander Hall’s direction is keyed to the farcical tempo
throughout, striking exactly the note
sounded in the screenplay by Gladys Lehman and Ken Englund, who based their
scenario on an original story by Lenore
Coffee and William Joyce Cowen.
*

lor

the

title of

the

world's most unpopular woman is Gale Sondergaard, who has been signed to portray
Shirley

Temple's

kidnaper

in "Lady

Jane.”

Are the palsy-walsy, complimentary observations which Columnist-Commentator
Jimmie Fidler has been making about Constance Bennett the well-known olive
branch? And whatever happened to the
$250,000 libel and slander suit?
Twentieth

Century-Fox

has fust learned

that “The Three Musketeers,” its musical
starring the Ritz Brothers, has been
awarded the grand prize at the Hungarian
national film festival in Budapest.
And
Ella

that’s how
the

Extra,

Goldwyn's "The
Moros uprising,
joined

the

goulash

upon

is made.

learning

that

Samuel

Real Glory" deals with the
wants to know when Boris

Goldwyn

organization.

Historical

Columbia presented a diverting farce in
“Good Girls Go to Paris,” containing a
bumper crop of bright dialogue and mirthgarnering situations, and briskly enacted
by Melvyn Douglas, Joan Blondell and
Walter Connolly. Hampered only by an
unimpressive supporting cast, the William
Perlberg production rates a niche among
the best of the summer offerings and
should make a strong assault on dwindling

*

candidate

“hunch”

*

Neither a sequel to the successful
“Four Daughters” nor falling into the
classification of a new chapter in a series
was Warner’s “Daughters Courageous.”
Employing the same cast which trouped in
the former picture, the studio has made
different characters of them — a situation
which may conceivably cause some confusion among theatregoers who saw the
earlier film. Nevertheless Director Michael
Curtiz and Producer Henry Blanke have
wrought a tender and moving human-interest drama out of the original screenplay by Julius J. and Phillip G. Epstein,
and Claude Rains takes full advantage of
a golden opportunity to steal the show
away from the three dynamic Lane sisters

— which is no mean
*

While

feat.
*

*

it will not be shown

in theatres,

“Land of Liberty” commanded as much
critical attention as any of the others.
An impressive example of masterful
editing and narration, and possessing a
surprisingly well-handled continuity of
story, it is splendid educational entertainment in which America’s history during
the past 150 years is presented by means
of sequences from 124 features and short
subjects produced during the last quarter-century. As a panorama of the
growth of the nation and of the development of the screen, it serves a dual purpose, and is an achievement of which the
entire industry may well be proud. The
seemingly super-human task of assembling
and editing miles of film from 53 different producing and distributing companies
fell on the shoulders of Cecil B. DeMille,
under Hays office sponsorship, and the
narration which serves as a connecting
thread was skillfully created by Jeanie
Macpherson and Jesse Lasky jr.
*

*

*

Never let it be said that a week shall
pass without some representation from the
perennial action field. The sole entry
from that classification was RKO Radio’s
“Timber Stampede,” an entirely acceptable George O’Brien western, which Bert
rected.
Gilroy produced and David Howard di-

24, 1939
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Warner,
studio,

Warner's Patriotism
Series Forward

production
in

the

chief at the Burbank

form

of

an

official

an-

nouncement reiterating his company’s intention to continue its policy of filming
stories of a controversial

and

political na-

ture, in the vein of “Confessions
The Americanization campaign which
last week was reported plucking at the
coverlets as a result of Metro’s announcement it had abandoned plans for filming
“It Can’t Happen Here,” and further as a
result of unconfirmed rumors that Warner indefinitely might delay the production of three more films of a comparable
nature, is now well along the road to its
former healthy condition. The needed shot
in the arm was administered by Jack L.

of a Nazi

Two more such vehicles, “The Bishop
Who Walked With God” and “Underground,” have been advanced on the stuSpy.”
dio's production schedule, Warner declared.
The executive defied the efforts of “certain people” to dissuade his company from
producing the pictures and declared "Nazi
Spy” would, from a boxoffice standpoint,
emerge as one of the studio’s most successful pictures of the year — thus challenging rumors that its fate in the theatres has not been too fortunate.
Commenting on “Confessions
Spy,” Warner declared:

of a Nazi

“The public now has rendered its verdict both in this country and abroad and
we are pleased to report that ‘Confessions
of a Nazi Spy’ will be one of the most
successful pictures Wai'ner Bros, has produced this year. Especially in foreign
countries does ‘Nazi Spy’ promise unusually great success. This reception in foreign countries is interesting to note and
indicates that the subject of espionage is
of vital interest in all free nations of the
world.
“Naturally, the success of this revolutionary type of picture, which drew sharp
protests fi-om the Nazi government and
Nazi sympathizers in this country, has not
been pleasing news to certain people and
they have been instrumental in spreading
rumors that ‘Confessions of a
is not a successful picture.

For Patriotism —
Highest honor conferred by the Veterans of Foreign Wars , the Gold Cross
of Malta , is presented Harry M. Warner for his work in producing the
Warner

series of patriotic short

jects. Warner, left, receives
tion from Commander

sub-

the cita-

William

L. Wil-

son of California, while the vice-commander looks on. Presentation was
made

during the VFW’s
vention in Los Angeles.

Five-Track

national

con-

Sound

Paramount’s sound cutting department.
Five separate sound effects may be synchronized simultaneously on the apparatus, which was designed by Lorin Grignon
of the sound department.

Flynn Injury Halts Film

Title Role
has

to Robson
been

given

title

role in “The Case of the Dangerous Dowager,” detective story by Erie Stanley
Gardner, which Warner is listing on its
summer production schedule.
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Progressive

Determination

Declaring Warner will carry on its “original independent program,” the studio
executive continued:
“It is quite evident to me that our opponents, who either have a personal ax to
grind or who are not anxious to see the
screen mature to a place where it can
handle controversial subjects, do not have
an understanding of the Warner type of

lieve, as Zola did, that ‘truth is on the
march’ and that nothing can stop it, and
we hope to play a part in bringing these
evident truths to all the peoples of the
At the time M-G-M
canceled its proworld.”
duction plans for “It Can’t Happen Here,”
local railbirds expressed the opinion that

ing boxoffice reception for Warner’s “Nazi
Spy.” Officially, however, the studio explained the move as being made on the
grounds that times, at present, are not
“politically propitious

"Fighting
the

the

Leon

Schlesinger

initial print

of

presents

America’s

first

patriotic animated cartoon, ‘‘Old
Glory,” to William L. Wilson, California Department Commander of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. The onereel Technicolor subject, for Warner
release, will be sponsored

by the VFW

for screenings throughout
States beginning July 4.

the United

Ten Nazi Editors Are
Guests at Metro Lot

nature.”

the studio’s decision might have been
reached because of a possible disappoint-

Warner has suspended shooting on “The
Knight and the Lady” pending the recovery
of Errol Flynn, who suffered minor injuries in an automobile mishap.

Robson

“These tactics have caused certain other studios, I undei’stand, to abandon plans
they had made to produce pictures of a
similar

in Cartoons —

Producer

Spy’

determination or progressiveness.” The
company, he said, is determined to “stick
to our policy of showing the public what
exists in the world today. We firmly be-

First five-track sound projection machine in Hollywood has been installed in

May

Nazi

Now

for its making.”

69th" Advisor

Technical advisor on Warner’s “The
Fighting 69th” will be Col. Bill Donovan,
who commanded the regiment during the
World War. Donovan checks in in about
three weeks.

The Hollywood Anti-Nazi League and
other liberal groups were given an opportunity to wax indignant over the latest
invasion of the film capital by repi’esentatives of Nazism when a group of ten
German newspaper editors, arriving here
as the first stop on a “goodwill tour” of
America after a similar junket to Japan,
were guests on the M-G-M lot. Although
their stay was too short-lived to become
as significant as the now historic visits
of Vittorio Mussolini and Fraulein Leni
Riefenstahl, it succeeded, for a few hours,
in engendering proportionately as much
indignation

as did those two eai’lier forays.

The progi'essive elements fumed for a
day, but finally admitted that there was
nothing much they could do but deplore
and resent. Attention of liberal circles
was first called to the visit of the Hitler
journalists when the metropolitan press
announced they had arrived in Los Angeles and would, as a part of their itinerary, visit a motion picture studio. A survey of the major lots brought emphatic
denials that the delegation had been received— even Metro attempting to surround the affair with as much mystery
as one of its “Thin Man”
ers, until it was finally
admitted that the group
on an inspection tour of
film plant.
Whether or not the
had

detective thrilland reluctantly
had been taken
the Culver City
German

scribes

made any efforts to visit other studios, and whether, if such was the case.
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their requests
ascertained.
Party

were

turned

included

Carl

down,

Cranz,

was

not

editor

of

Adolf Hitler’s Voelkischer Beobachter;
Erich Scheyder, editor of Goering’s National Zeitung; Dr. Peter Winkelnkemper,
W estdeutscher Beobachter, and chairman
of the delegation; Gustav Staebe, editor of
the Frankfurter Volksblatt; Dr. Walter
Bastian, Transocean News Service; Fritz
Loof, Vera-V erlag and Madgeburger Zeitung; Rudolf Michael, Hamburger Fremdenblatt; Otto Mossdorf, Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung; Karl Turk, ReischachServica, N. S. News Service, and Heinz
Beller, director of the German Library
of Information in New York.

Voyagers

Dick Powells Signed for
Week of Summer Stock
Joan
have

Blondell

and

Husband

Dick

signed to appear for a week
mer stock at Saratoga Springs,

August

2.

They

will co-star

Powell
of sumstarting

in a

From

Hawaii —

Fellow-voyagers from Hawaii to Hollywood ivere Michael Shathin, left, general manager of Warner-First National in Japan, and Paul Muni, who vacationed in Honolulu a?id studied the script of his next Warner picture, “We
Are
ences.Not Alone.” Shathin continued on to Neiv York for homeoffice confer-

revival

of

“Burlesque.” Following the commitment, they will vacation for a month or
more before returning to Hollywood.
Bob Hope has departed for the east to
begin his personal appearance tour. He
was set to open in Minneapolis for a week,
moving to Chicago to open a seven-day
engagement June 30, and winding up with
a two-week stay at the Paramount Theatre in New York. Jerry Colonna will appear in his act with him. Hope, his wife
and an uncle, Fred Hope, sail for England,
August 2, for a short holiday.

Kudo lo Piclure With

award’s committee. Sponsors include John
Cromwell, Melvyn Douglas, Philip Dunne,
John Ford, Bryan Foy, John Garfield,

Democratic Ideals

Frances Goodrich, Raymond Griffith, Albert Hackett, Miriam Hopkins, William
K. Howard, Nunnally Johnson, Garson
Kanin, Major Philip J. Kieffer, Alfred

Latest

topic of conversation

and

conjec-

ture for Hollywood’s liberal groups is the
announcement by the Motion Picture
Democratic Committee that, at a banquet

“The Great Steinmetz,” biography of
the electrical wizard which was announced

to be staged at the San Francisco World’s
Fair next month, it will present an award
to the producers of the feature picture
which, in the opinion of a representative
group of judges, has made the outstanding
contribution to the ideals of democracy
during the period from June, 1938, to
June, 1939.

for production by 20th Century-Fox on
the 1939-40 slate, has been dropped from
the program. No official reason for its
withdrawal was given, and no production
assignments had been made.

The MPDC
has already requested the
major studios and producers to nominate
two pictures from each lot as candidates
for the award, and is selecting judges from
among the studio unions, guilds and

Drop " Steinmetz " Bio g

"Arizona

Cyclone"

Brown's

Next

“Arizona Cyclone” will be next in the
series of Johnny Mack Brown westerns at
Universal, to be followed by a remake of
“Chip of the Flying
produce and direct.

U.”

Albert

Ray

will

associations. Attorney-General Murphy
has agreed to present the award. Definite
date for the banquet has not been set, but
present plans call for it to be held between
July 9 and July 15. The MPDC accepted
the invitation of George Creel, director of
the Fair, to have the affair staged there.
Elliott

Nugent

is

chairman

of

the

Newman, J. Walter Ruben, Gale Sondergaard, Milton Sperling, Gloria Stuart,
Franchot Tone and Harry Tugend.
Liberal

activity, otherwise,

was

confined

largely to routine meetings. A renewed
drive to obtain local support for revisions
in America neutrality acts was launched
by the Committee of 56 and the American
Committee for Peace Through Democracy,
whose leaders conferred with Clark Eichelberger, director of the League of Nations
Ass’n, in for a short visit. Eichelberger
was guest of honor at a reception at the
home of Carl Laemmle sr., attended by
film notables, educators and leaders in the
peace

movement.

Tom Collins Guested
Guest at a meeting of the Associated
Film Audiences was Tom Collins, manager
of a California migratory camp, who is
technical advisor on 20th Century-Fox’s
production of John Steinbeck’s “Grapes of
Wrath.” Collins revealed he had guided
studio executives, including Col. Jason Joy,
director of public relations, through his
camp in order to give them a true picture
of the plight of the migratory workers who
form the substance of Steinbeck’s novel.
Collins is working with Nunnally Johnson
on the script.
Bringing with him a first-hand
of conditions abroad, Samuel

picture
Ornitz,

screen writer, returned from a two-month
European tour. In an interview appearing in Hollywood Now, official publication
of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, Ornitz
opined the British and French people have
definitely broken with appeasement as a
political policy.

Three Chores
John

Producer

and Actor Chat —

Henry Blanke. associate producer of Warner’s “Daughters Courageous,”
chats with Donald Crisp, one of the featured players in the picture, about
the audience

BOXOFFICE

reaction

at its recent

:: June 24, 1939

preview

at Warner’s

Hollywood

Theatre.

Farrow

has

to Farrow
drawn

three

direc-

torial assignments at RKO
Radio, “Full
Confession,” starring Victor McLaglen,
“The Saint’s Vacation” and “Father
Damien,” the latter from a biography
written by him.
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<?imemo.
Director Sidney Salkow has returned to
his Republic desk after a vacation at Lake
Tahoe . . . Richard Thorpe is bound for
London, where he will direct a Metro picture starring Robert Montgomery . . .
Robert Gillham, Paramount’s advertisingpublicity head, and Terry DeLapp, chief
studio publicist, have returned from Guymas, Lower California, where they vacationed and mapped exploitation plans for
forthcoming pictures . . . John Lee Mahin
is in from a South American vacation.
*

Present-day screen notables who got
their start with Gus Edwards are planning
a testimonial banquet for the veteran
showman on his 60 th birthday next August
18. Eddie Cantor is slated to emcee, the
banquet to be held in New York immediately preceding the world premiere of
Paramount’s “The Star Maker" based on
Edwards’ career . . . Chester Morris planed
to Neio York on a four-day leave of absence from a Metro acting commitment.
★

Don Chatfield, Paramount publicist, and
Ruth Byrd were married at the Melrose
Park Church and are off on a short
honeymoon . . . Director Alexander Hall is
in New York for a week’s holiday. He
planned to attend the eastern opening of
his latest Columbia picture.
★

John Carroll has returned from New
Orleans, where he visited his mother and
is awaiting his next acting assignment at
Monogram . . . Spending a month in
Hollywood are Stuart Dunlap, Metro’s
South American manager, and Mrs. Dunlap.
★
Olympe Bradna and her parents are
motoring to San Francisco and Yosemite
National Park . . . Mary Boland has returned from a short vacation at San
Ysidro Ranch, near Santa Barbara . . .
The U. S. Infantry’s Los Angeles national
guard regiment, the 160th, presented
Martha Raye with the new regimental
colors in Flag Day ceremonies at the Ex-

York for a stay of several weeks, lining
up stories and discussing distribution for
his newly
tion unit. -organized independent produc-

tki

position Park armory. She was commissioned honorary captain of the reserve
regiment.
★
Sally Eilers has returned from New
York to prepare for her next RKO Radio
starring assignment . . . Walter Pidgeon is
vacationing in San Francisco . . . David
Lewis, Warner producer, has returned to
his desk from a vacation in Hawaii . . . Al
Alleborn, Warner unit manager, and Ed
Dufar, cameraman, are in New York picking up stock shots for use in future productions.
★

Henry Fonda and his wife have re- ,
turned from a two-month vacation trip to
Central and South America, and the actor
has reported to 20th Century-Fox to prepare for his next assignment . . . Edward
Venturini, contract director with Harry
Sherman, has gone to New York for two
weeks.
*

Novelist Clement Ripley has checked in
at Warner from Charleston, South Carolina, to work on a scripting assignment
. . . Dennis Morgan, Warner player, is
planning a Mexican vacation when his
current acting chore is completed . . . E.
Maurice Adler, Metro shorts writer, has
returned to the studio after spending a
month in New York doing research . . .
The Metro short subjects setup is being
scanned by Herb Morgan, exploiteer from
the New York office, who is spending a
week here.
Mrs. Cecil B. DeMille came

in from New

York to attend the preview of “Land of
Liberty,” the 14-reel historical film which
her husband assembled and edited.
★

Mr.

and Mrs. Larry Darmour are vacationing for a week in San Francisco and
Yosemite National Park . . . Hans Dreier,
Paramount art director, and Robert Odell,
unit designer, are on location at Santa Fe,
New Mexico, working on “The Light That
Failed ’’ . . . J. D. Trop has planed to New

Virginia Van Upp, having completed her
latest Paramount writing assignment, is
planning a month’s vacation in Europe
. . . Al Christie, Grand National director,
left for New York on business . . . Funeral
services were held for James Mulhauser,
49, veteran film writer and actor, following his death of a heart attack. His widow
and two sisters survive.

D. W, Griffith Returns to
Hollywood ; Joins Roach
Terminating an eight-year absence
from activity in Hollywood, D. W. Griffith
has become a production associate in the
Hal Roach studios, serving in an advisory
capacity on Roach’s 1939-40 program for
United Artists release. The veteran pro•k

ducer-director has already begun

func-

tioning by signaling the start of Roach’s
“The Housekeeper’s Daughter,” co-starring Joan Bennett and Adolphe Menjou.
Griffith, formerly a partner in UA, sold
out in 1933 and, since that time, has made
one picture — an English remake of his
“Broken Blossoms,” produced in 1936.
Edmund Grainger has left Universal
after six years as an associate producer,
during which time he made 50 pictures.
Now on a short vacation, he will announce
a new affiliation upon his return.
Max Arnow has joined the Walter Wanger organization as a production executive. Formerly casting director for Warner, Arnow was recently connected with
Selznick International.
Warner

Releases

Two

Margaret Lindsay and Marie Wilson
have both obtained releases from their
Warner acting contracts. The latter is
planning to trek to Broadway for a stage
assignment. Lew Golder has joined the
studio as a talent scout, starting immediately on a tour of the nation’s summer
theatre
enterprises. He has abandoned
his
agency.
David Hempstead, associate producer at
20th Century-Fox, has been shifted back
into the Sol Wurtzel unit and is assigned
to produce a Jane Withers starrer. Boris
Deutsch has joined the studio’s art department.
Phil Regan will wind up his Republic
acting contract upon completion of his
role in Turner.
“Flight at Midnight,” starring Col.
Roscoe
Marian Spitzer, reader and story editor
for Producer Harold Hurley at Paramount,

Study Mexican

Film Progress —

A Mexicali statesman. Rudolfo Soto Hay, chancellor of the foreign department, is treated to a first-hand view of how motion pictures are made, as he
visits the headquarters of Atalaya. Films at the Grand National studio in
Hollywood. Photographed, left to right, are: Fortunio Bonanova, co-producer
and star of “La lnmaculada,” a Spanish-language film which Atalaya is
making for United Artists release; Ramon Novarro, one of the visitors;
Andrea Palma, feminine star of the picture: Senor Hay; Maury M. Cohen,
co-producer, and Ida de la Fuente, Senor Hay’s secretary.

76

has checked off the lot. Hurley’s 1938-39
production program is virtually completed. Fred Geiger has been named head
of Paramount’s electrical department,
filling the vacancy left by the recent death
of Arthur J. Carpenter. Geiger has been
with the studio since 1919.
New head of Selznick International’s
transportation department is Joyce Allen.
Producer Albert Lewin has checked off
the Paramount roster after two years with
the studio. His last picture for the company was “Zaza.”
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Grand National Tops
Confer on Future
With

Grand

National

in the

midst of
mid-July, its
status of its

another idle period until
immediate future and the

alignment with Fine Arts Pictures are under discussion in New York with E. W.
Hammons, GN president; Jack Skirball,
chief of production, and Franklyn Warner,
head of FA, sitting in. Warner delayed
his departure for the east two days to
supervise cutting on “Isle of Destiny,”
latest FA production, for which no release
has been definitely set. Despite reports
from the east that Hammons
has been
in obtaining additional financing for GN, local company attaches declared they have not yet been officially
apprised of any such development.
Next picture to roll under the GN banner, some time in July, will be the first
Max Baer musical western. Frederick
Jackson is preparing the screenplay, with
Baer expected to arrive here June 29.

budgets for major release, Arthur Dreifuss has terminated his association with
Fanchon & Marco and has established
temporary headquarters at Talisman
studios to line up story properties and
secure acting talent. Dreifuss had a fiveyear pact with F&M under which he was
provided with shooting space and other
facilities by that organization in the production of a series of short subjects for
Columbia release.
Productions

has

Service

secured

been

obtained by William Stephens Productions, where Monroe Schaff, production manager, is planning a July start on

the first of the “Dr. Christian” series,
starring Jean Hersholt, which Stephens
will produce for RKO Radio.
Sam Katzman has signed Sam Newfield to direct two forthcoming Tim McCoy westerns, “Straight Shooter” and
“Fighting Renegade.” The first is now in
production. Both will be state-righted.

RKO
in New

of local production executives affiliated with the company, who traveled
east to join other Hollywood delegates who
left earlier to participate
sion’s events.

in the ses-

— Monogram

signs four-picture actREYNOLDS
MARJORIE
for the
ing ticket, in addition to her commitment
series.
"Tailspin Tommy”
— Republic
LEONARD
FIELDS
joins writing staff to work
on an untitled original which
Sol Siegel will
produce.
JOHN
WAYNE
given new
starring contract
calling for five pictures yearly. First assignment

— RKO

rolling
checks
a

September
out of the

replacement

for

Radio

to Hollywood”
"Gateway
of her acting contract.

ADAMS,
KATHRYN
winner, given extension
— Samuel Goldtvyn
WILLIAM

WYLER

four-year

directorial

pact. He will pilot “Stranger at Home,” starring
Gary Cooper, starting in August.
ANN
SOTHERN
wins term
acting contract.
Her first assignment will be “How
to Get Tqugh
About It,” a play by Robert Ardrey, which
J.
Walter Ruben will produce.
KEN
DARBY
signs contract as vocal arranger.
— 20th

Century-Fox

SIDNEY
LANFIELD
signs
rect three pictures yearly.
— Warner

new

contract

to

di-

MACAULEY

and

JERRY

WALD

to

"Gusher,” a story of the oil fields, which will star
Edward
G. Robinson. William Keighley will direct. Humphrey Bogart, Gale Page, Alan Hale
and John Payne are set for supporting roles.
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THE

(RKO)— Produced

thrills, suspense

and

humor.

Unflagging

in
of
ac-

tion should peg it a money-maker on both
sides of the Atlantic. George Sanders
takes honors in the title role. William
Sistrom
directed.

produced;

John

Paddy

Carstairs

proportions

Crooner Phil Regan
port and the film

in

every

respect.

is given splendid
is well supplied

laughs. Sol Siegel
kow directed.

produced;

supwith

Sidney

Sal-

STRONGER
THAN
DESIRE (M-G-M)— A remake of the William Powell-Myma
Loy
starrer, "Evelyn Prentice," the picture retains much of the dramatic story impact

Goetz,

particularly among those who missed the
first filmization. John W. Considine produced; Leslie Fenton directed.

is set to produce

for RKO

Radio

release. The Walt Disney output of cartoons for the 1939-40 season was the subject up for discussion by Roy Disney, who
headed for New York accompanied by

for the
Wilcox.

Montgomery

Gordon-Goetz
and

Ben

otherwise

will

serve

by

a

comparison.

satisfactory

REVIEWS

pictures will appear

The

programmer,

on the above

in an early issue

of BOXOFFICE.

SCRIPTERS

Goetz,

longer, completing story preparations. Louis B. Mayer, M-G-M
production chief, and Howard Strickling, studio
publicity head, made a short trip to San
Francisco on business.
Lou Diamond, Paramount short subjects

as

COMPLETE

unit

of Metro’s English production activities, left for New York en route to London, where Montgomery will star in two
pictures. Victor Saville, producer in the
Denham studios, remains here for several

suffers

cast, headed by Virginia Bruce and Walter Pidgeon, fails to make most of the material available. The film, nevertheless,

Gunther Lessing, a Disney executive. Another conventioneer was Charles Leonard,
recently appointed to handle publicity and

— Columbia

HAROLD
SHUMATE
CHARLES
FRANCIS
theMonogram
Frontier,” a serial
—
be featured.

to “Konga.”
ROYAL
to “Gun Lord of
in which Bill Elliott will

weeks

supervisor,

who

flew to New

York

Corporations.
Darryl Zanuck and William Goetz returned from New York, where they spent
a week on company business. Herman
Wobber, 20th Century-Fox sales manager,
who was expected to accompany them
here, again delayed his westward trip.
Charles McCarthy, advertising-publicity director, Roger Ferri,
editor of the house organ, Dynamo, and
Morton Levy, midwestern district sales
manager, Wobber will engage in sales
and
tives. production
Ralph

by

parleys

Bettinson,

with

studio execu-

local representative

of

Pathe
to

Pictures, Ltd., of London, who headquarters here at Monogram, has gone east
join W. Ray Johnston, Monogram

president,

sailing for England
tion-distribution conferences.

MARION
ORTH
to “Under
John Carroll will be featured.
ROLF
PASSER
to “Rip
— Principal Productions

Northern

Van

Lights.”

Winkle.”

WELDON
MELICK
to “Everything’s on
starring
—
Republicvehicle for five-year-old Irene Dare.

Ice,”

follow-

ing the company’s sales convention here,
returned for conferences with west-coast
directors of Famous and Paramount Music

Bros.

RICHARD

LONDON,

but

Accompanied
signs

IN

in England, this tops previous entries
the Saint series with a
heavy load

Pulling out to address the conventioneers on his picture-making plans for
1939-40 was Boris Morros, head of Boris
Morros Productions. Bent on a similar
chore was Max Gordon, who, with Harry

head
BARTLETT
CORMACK
joins writing staff.
Jersey
son of a New
GUBITOSI,
MICHAEL
worker, signs term contract and becomes a
WPA
of the “Our Gang” comedy series.
member
signs writing contract.
NEGUELESCO
JEAN
handed new term acting conBOWMAN
LEE
tract and a role in “Northwest Passage.”
join
ATKINSON
and OWEN
DXJSOOE
ROBERT
writing staff on term deals.
BILLIE
BURKE
handed new acting contract.

*

FLASHES

SAINT

league

number

Robert

— Metro

REVIEW

SHE
MARRIED
A
COP
(Rep)— Sprightly
musical comedy measuring up to major

Radio’s national sales convention
York proved a strong magnet for a

advertising
and Herbert

OPTIONS

will be “Wagons
Westward,”
15. Under the new deal Wayne
“Three Mesquiteers” setup and
him is being sought.

.

manager, his first assignment to be “The
Flying Deuces,” Laurel-Hardy comedy to
be made for RKO release.
Studio space at General Service has also

had

Having recently announced plans to
produce three action features on $125,000

Morros

at General

RKO Sales Convention
Attracts Producers

successful

Boris

stage space

studio, moving into the quarters previously occupied by the Harold Lloyd unit.
Morros has named Joe Nadel production

for produc-

GERALD
GERAGHTY
a. Iioy Rogers western,
rect.
ED
WESTRATE
W'ayne
will star.
ED
from

to

to “Wall Street Cowboy,”
which Joe Kane will di“Wagons

Westward.”

John

WESTRATE
to “Dave Cook of the Rockies,”
an original by him and William Ross Collier. John Wayne
will star.

JOSEPH
KRUMGOLD
to “Abraham
Lincoln
Boggs,” to star Edward
Ellis. Picture will be
Robert North’s first assignment as an associate
producer.
DAVID
BOEHM
to “Headline
Schlom production.
— RKOman Radio

News,”

a

Her-

JOHN
TWIST
to “Three Sons,” a
production to feature Edward
Ellis.
— Samuel Goldw.vn

Robert

DUDLEY
NICHOLS
Gary Cooper starrer,
Ernest Haycox.

Cavalry,” a
original by

— 20th

to “Seventh
based on an

Sisk

Century-Fox

WALTER
BULLOCK
teamed with ETHEL
on “Maryland,” a Gene Markey production
filmed in Technicolor.
— Walter Wanger
ROBERT
TALLMAN
teamed
on “Send Another Coffin,” a
Presnell.
— Warner Bros.
ANTHONY

COLDEWAY
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Trade Indifferent io
Doom of the FTP
Los

Angeles

—

The

strong

ing for the retention of the project. Similar telegrams were dispatched to California Congressional representatives. At
the same time the Los Angeles FTP Advisory Committee, composed of a number
of film notables who organized to pledge

probability

cooperation with the project’s local activities, wired the Senate pleading for a 60day respite so that the local FTP may reorganize under private sponsorship. The
advisory board declared it is prepared to

that the WPA’s Federal Theatre Project
throughout the country is doomed to extinction has left the majority of Southern
California film exhibitors largely indifferent, most of them affirming that the
FTP in this area has offered little competition to their boxoffices, despite fears

Bryan

at the project’s inception that it might
wreak havoc with the film business.
At the same time, however, a number of

hart, Kenneth Macgowan, Pat O’Brien,
Ben Piazza, Gloria Stuart and Harlan
Thompson.

Hollywood guilds and production personalities have been bending every effort to
urge continuance of the FTP, which has
already been voted out by the House of
Representatives and is now up for action
by the U. S. Senate.
Here are a few of the reactions of representative local showmen to the FTP’s
pending demise:
Dave Cantor, operator of the York and
Royale theatres- — Objecting only to the
fact that FTP cut-rate passes flooded the
community, Cantor believes the government-operated legitimate theatre drew
principally from an entirely different class
of entertainment-seekers, and that most
of the FTP’s patronage came from those
who are not motion picture enthusiasts.
Bernard Leavitt, El Miro Theatre, Santa
Monica — Leavitt concurred in Cantor’s objection to the distribution of cut-rate FTP
passes, and

echoed

the former’s

sentiment

that the project’s shows have not visibly
affected his grosses.
Chester Black, operator of the Pico
Drive-In Theatre — Most of the FTP
shows, Black opined, did not draw enough
patronage to be construed as a definite
threat to motion picture operation.
Herman Lewis, partner in the WhitsonLewis circuit — In comparison with the
“jitterbug” contests, outdoor rodeos and
other large-scale shows drawing from
10,000 to 25,000 people, Lewis declared
the FTP has offered but negligible competition and, as far as he is concerned,
can continue operations.
Comments of other exhibitors were in
the same vein.
President A1 Galston of the Independent
Theatre Owners of Southern California
and Arizona intends to issue a formal
statement commenting on the possible
collapse of the FTP and its effect on exhibition here, but will not make its contents known until it has been submitted
to the board of directors at a meeting to
be called next week.
Fox West Coast executives refrained
from comment on the grounds that the
FTP and its fate in no way affect or are
to be connected with motion picture theatre operation.
Approximately 1,200 workers will lose
employment here should the Senate concur in the House’s action and refuse to
vote a budget allotment to keep the FTP
in operation. A summer schedule of three
plays, currently in the works, will have to
be abandoned.
Moving

to protect the FTP

from

collapse,

the actors and writers’ guilds addressed a
joint telegram to Sen. Carter Glass, chairman of the appropriations committee, askBOXQFFICE

:: June
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H

partially meet the costs. Members include Edward Arnold, James Cagney, Pat
Casey, John Cromwell, Philip Dunne,
Foy,

Helen

Gahagan,

Gene

Lock-

IE A T T IL IE
■y^TTH
timetournament
close at hand
annualthegolf
held for
by the
the
Northwest Film Club, Jack Rosenberg in
charge of prizes, reports great progress.
Many exchanges, theatres and business
firms have agreed to donate prizes. Among
tne contributions to date: An indirect
lighting floor lamp, from the City Light;
traveling bags, with zipper pockets on the
side

for toilet articles, Evergreen Theatres; a golf bag, National Theatre Supply; a gold statue trophy, National Screen;

electric clock, Jack Goldsmith’s Jewelry;
the John Garfield Trophy, Warner Bros.;
a

set of matched woods, Electrical Products; complete silex set all in chrome,
Western Poster Co.; portable radio, RCA
Sound Co.; free airline trip, United Air
Lines; all leather traveling bag for men,
and

a novel silk parasol for ladies, Sterling Chain Theatres; fifteen- dollar mer-

chandise certificate good at I. Magnin’s
exclusive store, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer;
set of sport shirts, von Herberg Theatres;
humidor, Rendezvous Cafe; press flash
camera, Interstate Publicity Co.; fog
lamp for auto, St. John Motor Co. of
Centralia; a putter, from Bill Mador, golf
pro at the Down
kane. Full credit
prizes being sent
of the Northwest
by Mickey DeLeo

River Golf Course, Spowill be given to all other
in next week. The cup,
Film Club, won last year
of Port Townsend, again

will be the coveted top prize. Bill Shartin, in charge of all committees for the
tournament, again reminds everyone that
the date of the big scrap is Thursday,
June 29, at the Glendale Golf Course in
Seattle.
Jim

Hone,

executive

secretary

of the

Motion

Picture Theatre Oumers of Washington, wants it to be known that the next
meeting of the organization will be held

IT0 Directorate Will
Get Revised Draft
Los

Angeles — Following

week’s

study

Secretary
be

by President

more

than

Al Galston

a

and

Robert

submitted

Poole, the revised distributor-exhibitor trade practice code will
to the directorate of the

Independent Theatre Owners of Southern
California and Arizona at a board meeting
to be called next week. Poole declared
unofficially the draft has met with his
and Galston’s approval, indicating the
board also will formally okay it.
Next step will then be to submit it to
the ITO’s full membership at a general
meeting. If passed by the organization at

large, the code will be returned to its authors in New York and the ITO will await
further developments — in all probability
the launching of nation-wide machinery
to place it in operation.

"Pep" Meeting Scheduled
Coast Unit
ByLos Allied
Angeles — With the scheduling

of a

meeting next week to which all independent exhibitors in the territory will
be invited, the recently-organized local
chapter of Allied States is making its first
ship.
determined bid to augment its member“pep”

Highlight of the session will he a talk
by James Quinn, executive secretary, givrecent naing description of events atintheMinneap
olis,
tional Allied convention
at which he was a delegate. Important
speeches at the national parley were recorded and will be played as one of the
features of the gathering.
A

spokesman for the organization declared the membership drive will, in all

be aimed chiefly at the approximately 40 per cent of Southern California and Arizona showmen who are not
at present affiliated with any exhibitor
organization. Founded about two months
ago, the local Allied chapter now claims
some 20 members. Seth Perkins, operator of the San-Val Drive-In Theatre in
Burbank, is president.
probability,

Coast Pictures Undertakes
Distribution Activities
Los

— Distribution of foreign
films is being undertaken
by the newly formed Coast Pictures Co.,
with Sam
Nathanson, former western
and

Angeles

domestic

on Wednesday, June 28. All out-of-town
exhibitors can come to Seattle on Tuesday,
June 21, and see the world championship
boxing match between Al Hostak, former
champ, and Solly Krieger, present title

manager

holder, at the Civic Auditorium that evening. Wednesday noon will be the business meeting at the Northwest Film Club

Decker and Peskay Reopen

quarters. Wednesday evening will be “open
house” at the club with a midnight buffet lunch. Thursday is the day of the golf
tournament, which will be climaxed with
a dinner and dance. In all, this will make

Los Angeles — Sam
Decker and Ben
Peskay have reopened the remodeled and
renamed Times Theatre, a 1,250-seat house
formerly known as the Figueroa Playhouse. They are operating on an admission scale of 15 cents.
79

(Continued

on

page

82)

for Tri-National,

functioning

as

president. Irwin Meyers, former Columbia office manager, is secretary-treasurer
and Maurice L. Fisher is vice-president.

Old Figueroa

Playhouse

^A\ILY
PICTURE
pioneers

1ILAK1E

based

on

to settle Utah,

efforts

of early

will be released

soon under the title, “Mormon Conquest.”
The picture, filmed in southern Utah, was
produced by Security National Pictures
Corp., of Utah, which has large studios at
Kanab, and is producing a series of featurettes on the early history of the state.

Heart Attack Is Fatal
To Ben Berinstein
Los Angeles — A heart attack ended 25
years of service as an independent theatre
operator in this territory for Ben N. Berinstein, 52 years of age,
who died after a long
illness at his home.
Funeral services were
held at Malinow and
Simons mortuary. His

H. C. Fuller, RKO branch head here, attended the company sales convention in
New

York . . . Branch Manager E. W. Wilson of Grand National is working in Idaho

the next two weeks . . . C. F. Rose
gram is covering points between

of Monohere and

widow, two children,
two brothers and three
sisters survive.

Denver.

The latter place will be his headquarters, according to W . W. McKendrick,
local manager.

Hershel Stewart, in charge at the local
offices of Fox West Coast, is on a short
business trip into the territory . . . O. J.
Hazen of Service Theatre Supply is getting set to take a vacation until July.
Among vacationists are Manager Norman
Sprowl of the Utah who has motored to
the San Francisco Fair with Henry Ungerleider, statistician at Intermountain
Theatres; Assistant Manager Levinson, of
the Utah; Anne Wallin of U A, also headed for the Sa?i Francisco Fair; Bill Steege,
another visitor to the fair, with the next
stop of his vacation reported as Hawaii;
John Taylor, of Pocatello, who is fishing
at Idaho Falls, and Wayne Thierot, Paramount booker.
Fred Glass is recuperating from a foot
infection and is back at his FWC
desk
. . . Ted Kirkmeyer, Fox manager at Helena, Mont., is back after six weeks as
guest

of Loew’s, Inc., in several European countries . . . A1 O'Keefe, western
sales chief for Universal, made a hurried
visit here.
J. H. Millar, operator of the Cameo,
American Fork, Utah, is reported coming
along nicely after a t07isil operation.
Earl

W.

Shirts

and

Milo

Atwood

filed an application to operate
theatre at 1706 South Main.

have

a 500-seat

The Paramount here has been closed for
the summer. The Studio, closed by a fire,
will reopen soon . . . Affairs of the Roxy
Theatre, Inc., have been taken out of the
third district court, with the dismissal of
two suits involving officers of the company. The litigation has been compromised out of court.
Frank and Hank Smith of the Paramount exchange are back from their company’s convention at Los Angeles . . . The
American Theatre at Butte, a Fox house,
has

been rebuilt. John O'Neal is managing director . . . FWC will open its new
theatre at Great Falls, Mont., on July 1.

ben

berinstein

At the time of his
death, Berinstein was a

partner with Bernard Lustig in the Wiltern Theatre. At various time he owned
or was operating partner in the Tower,
Pasadena, and the Savoy, Sunbeam and
Cameo theatres locally. He was president
of the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of
Southern California before the organization became affiliated with the Independent Theatre Owners of So. Calif, and Ariz.,
was at one time president of the ITO,
and had served as a director of the Motion
Picture Theatre Owners of America.

Island theatre
Fiji and
THS,
A. GRIFFI
£ operator
, was
in town
on the Row
renewing old acquaintances and making
new friends. Griffiths runs the Lilac in
Suva, with J. F. Grant. This is his first
visit in America in 40 years. While here,
he was operated on for an ailing eye.
Julian

Esper ; Maple

Buys Out

his wife were here on a pleasure trip, visitbig Max Morris and his missus. Both are
Southern Poster executives.
The Escalon and San Andreas theatres
were sold to A. Howell by Bill Waglin, in
one of the week’s foremost transactions
. . . Monte Rio has been opened by B. Taydale.

lor, owner of the Hart’s

Partner

Francisco — Lewis S. Sonney, president of International Roadshows, has
bought out Dwain Esper in a deal making
Ed Maple of the Gem, Colorado, and
Tivoli theatres, Denver, his partner in the
Esper holdings.
The deal places Sonney in control of
the domestic rights to many roadshow
films.
Five representatives have been appointed: Ed Sonney, Texas, Louisiana, Georgia
and Tennessee; Dan
Sonney, Oregon,
Washington and Montana; Wally Feehan,
Francisco; Lord Woolover, Los
geles; Dan Tibbs, Salt Lake City.

Theatre

in Fern-

D. St. John has sold out his interests in
the local exchange to Republic. St. John
is retiring from the film business. Frank
Soule, auditor for Republic, was in town
getting the books in order.
Division Manager Bill Steigey of Great
Falls, Mont., was here on business for Fox
Coast . . . Pat Beardsley, head
spectress at Republic, is vacationing.

in-

Newly appointed as general sales manager of Astor Films, W. C. Kohler of Los
Angeles was in town talking things over

San

San

has sold the State in LivTocchini, operator of the

El Rey in Sebastopool. Tocchini at one
time owned all the theatres in Santa Rosa
and Petaluma . . . Arthur Aaronson and

West

Lewis S. Sonney

Harvey
ermore to Dan

An-

with

his local staff . . . Rose Smith, Republic biller, celebrated a birthday. Which
talking.
one, only the wise owl knows, and he isn’t

National Theatrical Supply Co.’s ace
salesman, Ed Bauer, is back from a vacation . . . Progressive Premiums, headed by
Doc Henning and Bob Lippert, are opening additional offices throughout the west
. . . Reconditioning jobs are being done at
the El Rey, San Francisco; the Uptown,
Berkeley; the Lorin, Berkeley, and the
Granada and Parkway, Oakland, by United
Theatrical Supply.

The

W. C. "Spike" Huggins
Seattle — William C. “Spike” Huggins,
veteran showman and carnival operator,
suffered a heart attack a few days ago
and

passed away in a local hospital. Huggins, proprietor of the W. C. Huggins
Shows, had been in business for the past
40 years. He began as a program lister
for a theatre in Cleveland. When he was

20 years of age he went to New York
as assistant manager of a theatre there,
and later managed shows and concessions
at Coney Island.

Geary may be converted into a subsequent run . . . The Doris, Doris, Cal.,
recently destroyed by fire, is being rebuilt
and re-equipped by Walter Preddy and
Co. for Arthur C. Fidler. Reopening is expected by June 28.
Irwin E. Johnson is opening the theatre
in El Tahoe for the summer . . . Harry
Farris is ballyhooing the new show at the
Liberty as the “Follies Burlesque,” a takeoff on the “Folies Bergere,” and the “Ziegfeld Follies.” And we do mean “takeoff.”
Charlie Koerner, RKO
executive, is
here after a trip down south. Koerner is
being hosted by George Boles, Golden
Gate

Paramount

Plays "U" Reissues

Los Angeles — “My Man Godfrey” and
“The Old Dark House,” Universal reissues,
are playing at the Paramount Theatre on
a dual bill. Stage show policy has been
retained.

80

"Chips" to Students
Los Angeles — A delegation of 600 boy
students from John Burroughs Junior
High School attended a performance of
Metro’s “Goodbye, Mr. Chips” at the FourStar. Picture is now in its sixth week.

manager, and Ben Westland, publicst. . . The Roosevelt in Oakland may
change hands.
The

Connelly

brothers

are

building

a

new

theatre in Porterville . . . Dan McLean is holding the San Francisco beauty
contest in his Embassy Theatre.
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Included Harry HoffpiLMROW man,prowlers
Soboba Theatre, San Jacinto;
Mrs. Frank Valuskis, Bell Theatre, Bell;
Dave Rector, Ebell, Long Beach; Grover
Smith, Cosmo and Roxy, Glendale; Joe
Green, Raymond, Pasadena; Clark Spaeth
and Joe Steinberg, Congress Theatre; Ben
Mohi, Princess and Century; Phil Greenbaum of the Mecca; A1 Snadow, Bill Robinson Theatre; Esther Steiner, Rio;
Mondy Sondy, Kiva; Mickey McManus,
Lee and Bray ton. Long Beach; K. Wise,
Fillmore, Fillmore; Dick Lemucchi, Granada, Bakersfield; Justin LaFont, Forum,
Barstow; Ben Aranda, Azteca, Brawley;
R. B. Gates and son, Buttonwillow Theatre, Button willow ; A. L. Wood, Wood
Theatre, Chino; J. W. Pace, Roxy, Ford
City; G. O. Van Derbergh, Forum Theatre, Ontario; Dave Bershon, Orange Theatre, Orange.
Passmg by: Jack Cloyd, theatre broker,
chatting with George Bromley . . . Sam
Milner, Universal salesman, in from a
three-week business trip to Arizona. His
wife and S07i have just come in from Seattle, where Sam was a salesman for Republic. . . Harry Taylor, National Screen
Service ma7iager, lunching with Son Leslie .. . Harvey Levinson, Cozy Theatre,
back from a four-day holiday at Marietta
Hot Springs . . . Grover Parsons, Republic’s western district manager, is in for a
days going over one thing and another with Francis Bateman, local exchange manager . . . Wayne Ball, Columbia branch manager, back from a week
in Arizona on business . . . Oscar Oldfew

know,

head man at National Theatre Supply, trained out for Atlanta and other
southern districts en route to New York
on a business trip. Expects to be back
here July 10.

Checking in for bookings: Frank Fouce,
operator of the California, Electric,
Roosevelt and Arrow, all Spanish-language houses; Ben Hayward, Diana, San
Diego; Glenn Harper, Corona, Corona, and
Fontana, Fontana; Gene Berkhoff of the
Berkhoff chain; Lou Bard, Bard’s Adams.
Harry Denny, of Majestic Distributing
Corp., came in from a short business trip
to Arizona, and Pat Roth, booker for the
exchange, checked out for a vacation . . .
Glenn Harper has headed east to attend
the Rotary International convention
George Hickey, Metro western district
manager, is in New York conferring with
home office distribution executives .
Evelyn Shontz, cashier at Universal, is
vacatio7iing at Lake Tahoe . . . Breck Supply Co. is installmg new chairs in the
Roxy Theatre, downtown house.

Filmrowites

turned

out for a free show
when Herbert Rose and “Boots,” the “wonder dog,” paid a visit to the Universal
exchange and the trained film canine went
through her repertoire of tricks . . . Andy
Anderson, booker for the Ritz in Balboa,
was a vision in a green ensemble.
On the booking romids: Lou Cohen,
Bonita Theatre; Jack Goldberg, Garden,
Belvedere Garderis; L. R. Williams, Meralta,

Downey;
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Bard’s

Adams; Max Laemmle,
a7id Franklin.

from

the Glassell

Hugh Bruen of the Whittier, Wardman
and Roxy theatres, Whittier, came in for
bookings sporting a new Cadillac . . . Other
visitors included I. Blum, Mecca, Mojave;
J. W.

Bace, Roxy, Ford City; Dewey Ringer, Popkin-Ringer circuit; Jack Mingus,
Florence Mills and Green Meadows; Art
LaShelle, Avalon, Catalina Island; John
Keogh, Keogh circuit, San Diego; Jack
Chasen, Rosebud; Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Simons, Needles, Needles, in to catch the

Inglewood races; George Haines, California Amusement Co., Pasadena; Mr. and
Mrs. Ray Pierson, Lone Pine, Lone Pine.
A lu7icheo7i trio were Harry Wemberg,
Columbia salesma7i, Ben Peskay of the
Times Theatre a7id Mel Levinson, head of
Metro Premium . . . Fihnrow turned out
en masse for the fwieral of Ben Berinstein, vetera7i exhibitor . . . Listed for sale
is Charles Sattlmger’s Casino Theatre, 07i
Verno7i Ave., now being ma7iaged by Fred
Ferguson . . . Openmg of the Times Theatre, June 22, comcided with the birthday
of Sam Decker, part owner.
Prowling the Row: Bob Klingberg, Majestic, Santa Monica, wearing sun-glasses,
as usual; Jules Wolf of the Lincoln; Mike
Rapaport, Arlington; Jack Goldman, Pico
and Park; J. M. Boyd, who is opening offices for the sale and servicing of Holmes’
16mm
projectors; Judy Poynter, San
Clemente, San Clemente; Ivan Hansen of
the Cairo, who is an infrequent visitor;
Chester Black, Pico Drive-In, with a loud

TRADE
=====

new

sport

coat;

Harvey

Levinson,

Cozy;

Harry Milstein, Gardena, Gardena; Mason Seiler, Newport Beach; M. R. Kirsten
and son, Whittier Blvd.
Larry

Kent,

Fox

West

Coast

executive,

has tramed for New York to sit in on National Theatres’ product-buymg huddles
for the 7iew season . . . Fred Young, local
B. F. Shearer representative, has returned
from a five-week busmess trip through
the northwest, with stops in Seattle, San
Fra7icisco and Portla7id . . . The Temco
Theatre Equipme7it Co. is enlarging its
Filmrow offices.
Passing by: Joe Sloat of the Maynard,
chatting with Sam Kline, local theatre
broker . . . Norman Alley, the ace newsreel photographer for Universal, visiting
the Row . . . Universal screened “Mutiny
on the Blackhawk” and “Ex-Champ,” two
new releases, for the sales force . . . Bookers: Jimmy Edwards, Edwards circuit;
Isidore Berman,
Eastland Theatres;
Jimmy Grath of the Hub.

A Story to Metro
Hollywood — Metro

has

“Twenty Mule Team” from
son and Robert C. DuSoe.
have
tion.

been

signed

purchased

Owen AtkinThe authors

to do the screen

adapta-

Lead in "Victor Herbert"
has picked

Hollywood — Paramount

up

the option of Mary Martin, stage actress
and singer. She plays opposite Allan Jones
in “Victor

Herbert.”
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a big three days of excitement for all the
show gang planning to be on hand.
Ben Kalmenson, right hand bower to
Gradwell Sears, general sales head for
Warner Bros., is in town accompanied by
W. Calloway, western division manager.
The pair arrived with Bill Shartin, local
branch manager, after attending a meeting in Los Angeles. At this present writing it is still a secret as to what will be
done with the coming season’s product.
Lots of guesses, but we prefer to wait
until all papers are signed and the official announcement made ... A number
of the local exchange managers spent the
afternoon in court a few days ago. Reason was, the hearing for the deposition
of the Mission Theatre in Mount Vernon
recently closed by the accidental death of
L. K. Brin, the owner. The court moved
to have the lease rechecked in the hope
that it would be satisfactory to release to
a new exhibitor who would assume the
present film and accessory contracts . . .
A recent law makes coupons redeemable
in Washington on everything except dairy
products. This makes it lawful to send
money

and coupons to a company for merchandise offered as a premium by them.

Distinguished officials and dignitaries
from all parts of the west have accepted
invitations to attend the Golden Jubilee
Potlatch to be held July 25-30. Leland
Cutter, president of the Golden Gate International Exposition; Angelo J. Rossi,
mayor of San Francisco; Fletcher Bowron,
mayor

of Los Angeles; Dr. William J. McCracken, mayor of Oakland, and Tom B.

Monk,

mayor of Sacramento have accepted invitations from Mayor Langlie of
Seattle, which were delivered personally by
Herb Smith, general Potlatch chairman.
The visiting mayors will be the guests of
Mayor Langlie and visiting governors, who
have been invited by Gov. Clarence D.
Martin of Washington, will be the guests
of Leo Weisfield and the Washington State
Progress

Commission and the Washingtonians, sponsors of the Potlatch. Invitations to Gov. John Troy of Alaska from
Governor Martin, and to Alaska mayors
from Mayor Langlie are being delivered
personally by Walter Williams, president
of the Seattle Chamber of Commerce, now
on a goodwill tour of Alaska.

about town in groups and at meal times
they all sit together in the same hotel
dining room. Talk about people stopping to look and admire the sight!
Woe is the local show business. The Seattle baseball team is leading the coast league
and playing night games at home, with
crowds every night estimated at around
12,000. And now, starting Saturday, June
24, the Longacres Race Track opens its
summer season which means more outdoor
crowds, and this season they are going to
have the bangtails running also in the
twilight which will play heck with the
theatre receipts . . . With Republic getting ready to move its exchange to larger
quarters now being readied, RKO
Radio
announces moving into the offices next
door to the present location, recently deserted by 20 th Century-Fox.
Francis

McGillicuddy

Higgins,

better

known

as “Pete” on the Row, at last reports, is still heading the list of United
Artists salesmen in the entire United
States. Pete is also an exhibitor, owning
a theatre in Kirkland . . . Morrie Segel,

Dwight Spracher, Glen Haviland, Bob Estill and Forest Roe back home from the
Paramount sales convention in Hollywood.
Dwight for the second year was honored
as a member of the Paramount 100 Per
Cent Club. Joe Unger presented him with
the Golden Circle emblem and also a special insurance policy . . . After spending
three weeks in town Bill Houck finally
visited the Row. Bill was formerly manager of the Liberty Theatre here and also
the Orpheum. Back to California until the
end of July, then the Houck family will
be back to make their home in Seattle
once

more . . . Arnold Vagts, who specializes in theatre lighting, is here and making his headquarters at the B. F. Shearer
offices. Arnold represents the Birds-eye
lamps and will be in this territory for a
few weeks.
Harry Newman of the Liberty Theatre in
Lyden is recarpeting the whole house. Bill
“Tusco” Stober is in charge of the job . . .
Eddie Lamb, Jack Burk and Louis Goldsmith went to the RKO Radio sales meet
in New York. The real thrilled one of these
three was Jack Burk, who managed to get
around

on a cane after
cident. He had about
traveling that far . .
well known here, is now
representative for a

his recent auto acgiven up hope of
. J. Maurice Ridge,
doing work as field
Los Angeles trade

paper.

Ridge was formerly Erpi representative in these parts . . . W . J . Kupper,
20 th-Fox western division head, off for

Vic Meyers, Washington’s effervescent
lieutenant-governor and
noted band
leader, has opened a new ballroom in
Yakima and at the same time he applied

after several days at the local exchange with Herndon Edmond . . . Jerry
Safron, division head for Columbia, is back

for a beer license for the place. The asking for the license raised an awful fuss

here after spending
land.

among women’s organizations and various
church officials. Vic, the diplomat that
he

is, settled the whole matter by withdrawing his application for the license.
The main ones to oppose the use of beer
in the ballroom, were the local tavern
owners which makes it one of the first
times

that such groups have gathered together for a common purpose where beer
was involved . . . One of the brightest
bits of exploitation to hit town in recent
months is for the Cherry Blossom Ballet
appearing at the Music Hall Theatre. Some
70 Japanese girls attired in the bright
colored costumes of their country walk
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Denver

a

few

days

in Port-

Jimmy O’Neal was driving to his office
and was discovered stalled near his home
in the middle of the boulevard. A friendly
traveler shoved the car several blocks and
a mechanic was called. After various parts
were removed and replaced the car was
found to be out of gas . . . Mrs. Joe Danz
hosted a dinner party of 14 at the Film
Club quarters . . . Mary Elizabeth Pierce
with her three nephews, Fritz, Dick, and
Mike Mercy, visiting in Yakima this week
. . . Lloyd and Harriet Lamb spending a
few days in Portland, where Lloyd went to
screen his “Contestnite”
exhibitors.

for the

Oregon

■yETE
STEWART
Bros, other
had
as visitors
during of
theWarner
week none
than W. E. Calloway, western division
manager, and Benjamin Kalmenson,
western sales manager, both of Los
Angeles

. . . Mary

Wilkinson,

A1 Finkel-

stein’s secretary, finally took the leap with
Northwestern Electric’s Bill Greeley . . .
The Whitesides, Charley and George, were
in town representing Corvallis.
Frank Newman jr., has taken up handball strenuously . . . So has Zollie Volchak
of Ilamrick-Evergreen’s advertising office
. . . On the Row were Ray Stumbo of
Salem’s Hollywood; Ray Peacock of Onalaska, Wash.; W. A. McEvitt of the Midway at Newport, and Dick Fiske of Bandon . . . Universal’s shipping clerk, Ted
Hackley, known from Seattle to Salt Lake,
is
spending
his vacation
Fair
this year.

at San

Francisco’s

Tom Shearer of Portland’s B. F. Shearer
office is still out of town . . . “Slats” Wilson is spending a week touring Universal’s
eastern Oregon territory . . . Lorin Schmidt
was in town from Salem ... So was Ross
Nelson of Independence . . . Walt Finney
is
busy
man arranging
for a his
Mayfair.

a “spook

show”

Ted Gamble’s secretary, Betty Mount,
taking a week off . . . M. D. Howe has
turned over his Esquire Theatre on Thursdays to the Portland Film Society, an
organization formed in conjunction with
the Film Library of the American Museum
of Modern Art . . . Earl Hunt is wondering
if bookings are changed just to make him
work.

Henry W. Warner Leases
Mayan for Roadshows
Los

Angeles — The Mayan Theatre, legitimate house, has been leased for a fiveyear period from the Mortgage Guaranty
Co. by Henry W. Warner. For the past
three years the house has been leased by
the Federal Theatre Project. Harvey H.
Hart, recently with the FTP, has been
set as Warner’s associate. Roadshows and
locally-produced plays will be sought by
the operators.

Sturdivant's District No, 2
Tops Drive for Skouras
Los Angeles — First place occupant in
the national Spyros Skouras showmanship
drive, being staged by National Theatres,
is B. V. Sturdivant’s District No. 2 of Fox
West Coast, NT affiliate.

Cohn-Markowitz

Nuptials

San Francisco- — Enid Markowitz and
Nathan Cohn, local Boxoffice scribe, are
newlyweds. Enid is the daughter of M.
L. Markowitz, local theatre operator. Cohn
is in the publicity and writing business.
The couple will reside here.

Plans

August

El Monte, Cal.
start construction
seat theatre for an
born operates the

1 Opening

— A. L. Sanborn will
immediately on an 800August 1 opening. SanEl Monte Theatre here.
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Adelphi Anti-Trust
Suit Is Set Back

Waukegan Premiere

Wisconsin Rules Out
Bank Night
Milwaukee — Bank

Night

was

ruled

May Pull 150,000

a

lottery and in violation of state criminal laws by the state supreme court

Chicago — With

attorneys

on

both

sides

occupied in other law cases termed “more
pressing,” the Adelphi-independent exhibitors’ anti-trust clearance suit against
B&K and the majors is set back to June 29.
Meanwhile, the government and defense
attorneys were preparing to get hearings
before Master Edgar Eldredge in federal
court under way on Thursday of this week
in the contempt proceedings against Barney Balaban, B&K and seven of the eight
major companies.
With all branch managers of the major
companies (except Columbia) and B&K
executives subpoenaed, Filmrow was expected to move to the federal building for
the day.
Government attorneys are determined to
get actual hearings and testimony under
way this week. It is understood figures of
boxoffice receipts and exchange rentals
that have been gone over by Van Pelt,
FBI agent, were part of the exhibits to be
entered by the government attorneys,
ert L. Wright and Seymour Simon.

Wilmette

Annexation

Rob-

Move

Involves
Meyers' Suburb
Chicago — Sam Meyers, operator of

the

Teatro del Lago in No Man’s Land, Chicago north shore suburb, is the center of
a

controversy over the proposed annexation of the 17-acre community by Wilmette. No Man’s Land is sandwiched between Wilmette and Kenilworth.
Meyers said that annexation of the small
community by Wilmette, as proposed in a
legislative move in Springfield, would be
beneficial to all concerned. The proposition calls for demolition of practically all
buildings in No Man’s Land — figuratively
cn the wrong side of the railroad tracks —
except the Spanish architecture structures
in a court arrangement, of which one is the
Teatro del Lago. All others in No Man’s
Land are said to be against any change
in city government.

in the
Cowie
Crosse

case

of Circuit

Indianapolis — The fourth annual “Miss
Indianapolis” contest is scheduled to start
June 28 on the stage of the Fountain
Square Theatre. Earl Cunningham, manager of the theatre, has charge of entries
and arrangements for the contest. Prizes
will be awarded to each winner of the
eliminations. Merchants
uting many prizes.

also are contrib-

“Miss Indianapolis” will be sent to Michigan City to compete in the “Miss Indiana”
contest held in conjunction with the Dunes
Water Sports Carnival August 11 to 13.

House

for Brookfield

Brookfield, Mo. — Plans for a new 700seat house to be erected here by R. Yancey are nearing completion. The house
is to be leased to Fox Midwest, headquartering in Kansas City.
BOXOFFICE
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C

Robert

S.

Waukegan, III. — Somewhere in the vicinity of 150,000 persons were expected to
crowd into this town of 33,000 population
this weekend to attend the world premiere

that lower courts have the right to enjoin theatres from playing the game
on

the grounds

it is a

public

of Paramount’s “Man About Town,” starring Jack Benny, a home town boy.
Cliff Lewis, head of studio advertising,

nuisance.

was

here directing exploitation and publicity activities, aided by Carl Krueger,
who was here several weeks in advance

Winnebago County Board
Asks Bank Night Ban

laying

Oshkosh, Wis. — By a 39 to 3 vote, the
Winnebago county board is on record as
being

opposed to Bank Night and petitions the state legislature requesting that
statutes be revised so that the game will
be officially construed as a lottery.
The Paulson bill, which would outlaw
Bank Night, is still pending in the state
senate and although introduced in March,
has not yet been
tee.

reported

out of commit-

Bingo Games at Shelbyville and
Anderson Pull Many Patrons
Indianapolis — With their favorite pastime
prohibited by new regulations, Indianapolis
devotees of the game Bingo have been
flocking to Shelbyville by the hundreds
each week, since the game was banned
here.
An

Indianapolis

woman,

it is said

is

serving as “contact agent” in Indianapolis
and makes arrangements for chartered
busses

and

it is said of the 526 in attend-

ance at one game held in the Eagles’ lodge
hall, at least 450 of the total were from
Indianapolis.
Shelbyville city officials were considering what action, if any, they will take
to cope
ground

with the situation. Several Shelbyville citizens made objection on the
that the city was being used as a

“gambling suburb” of Indianapolis, the
mayor pointed out that there was no city
ordinance against Bingo there.
Sponsors of the game justified their
sponsorship

by

asserting

grams are bringing
into the city.

Start " Miss Indianapolis”
Contest on June 28

Judge

of LaCrosse, against the LaTheatres Co. The court held

Theatres
Proposed

much

that

the

“outside

pro-

money”

Affected by
Truck Curb

St. Louis — Hundreds of motion picture
theatres in Illinois, outside of Chicago, will
be prevented from conducting shows on
Sundays and holidays if the Illinois house
of representatives passes the Thompson-Lohmann truck bill which has already
been passed by the senate. The bill would
prevent trucks from using the main highways of the state on Sundays and holidays. This restriction would prevent many
truck

lines serving the trade from delivering or collecting films on restricted
days, and would affect showings on
many days. Film carriers hope to beat
the measure in the house.

the groundwork

for the campaign,

and Merv Houser of Terry DeLapp’s staff
in Hollywood.
The town of Waukegan, headed by its
mayor, Mancel Talcott, boyhood pal of
Benny,

was turned topsy-turvy for the premiere, which was preceded by Waukegan
Celebrity Days. Merchants contributed
several thousand dollars to make it a civic
event.
Saturday was to be “Parade of Stars”
day, with the entire cast of Benny’s Jello
radio program and the principal members
of the picture parading about the main
business streets in the early evening.
One-sheets were plastered about the
country-side between Chicago and Milwaukee on all main highways leading into
Waukegan.
A contest was conducted in the Chicago
American whereby readers were asked to
re-assemble a jig-saw picture of Jack
Benny, and add a fourth line to a jingle
about the picture. The 50 best entries were
to receive guest tickets to the premiere.
The picture is scheduled to open at the
Chicago Theatre, ace B&K Chicago loop
house, the following Friday, June 30.

Many Donors of Prizes for
ATO Convention So Far
Indianapolis — Prizes for the contests at
the second annual midsummer convention
of the Associated Theatre Owners of Indiana are pouring into the ATOI office.
Those contributing so far with prizes are
International Seat Co., Confection Cabinet Co., RCA Mfg. Co., National Screen
Service, Ger-Bar, Inc., National Carbon
Co., Antlers Hotel, Coons Drug Store. Consolidated Book Publishers, Western Auto
Stores, Nat Weinberg, Filmack Trailer
Corp., Sentinel Printing Co., Earl Penrod.
Warner Bros , Paramount, M-G-M, Columbia, Universal, Fox, United Artists, RKO,
Capitol-Monogram and promises from
many others.

Ready

for Frolic

Chicago — About 300 exhibitors and exchange men were expected to romp and
frolic at Nippersink Country Club, near
Lake Geneva, Wis., on Thursday, at the
all-day outing sponsored by Tom Flannery
of Whiteway Sign and Electric Co.

Build at Owensboro
E. E. Smith Opens

Devon

Francesville — -Ernest E. Smith has opened his new Devon Theatre here. RCA
high fidelity sound equipment was installed.

Owensboro, Ky. — Construction will start
at once on the Grand Theatre here, an
800-seat house, which, it is estimated, will
cost about $50,000.
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Television Show ai

Negro Work Demands
Disturb in St. Louis

Local 143 Carries
Through Election

St. Louis — The Criterion Theatre, 2644

St. Louis — Eight officers and three trustees were on the docket of the meeting
conducted by the receivers of IATSE Local
No. 143 under a formal court order authorizing such procedure.
All members in good standing were entitled to participate in the election, at
which the voting was by secret ballot. The
new officers will be installed immediately
and are to assume their duties on June 26.
Their terms are to expire on December 31,
1940, or at such time prior thereto as the
receivers shall be discharged.
Judge Oakley in announcing the plans
for the election said he is of the opinion
that the receivers, James A. McKeown and
William M. Brandt, will receive advice and
assistance of officers elected by the membership in the administration of the union’s affairs.
Tire action of Judge Oakley in sustaining
a motion by defense intervenors to correct
the court records to give official recognition to the proposed election of officers
by Local No. 143 will pave the way for an
appeal to a higher court from that ruling.

Report Probe of Restraint
Charge Against Sound Firm
St. Louis — The Federal Bureau of Investigation is said to be investigating the
operations of the Co-operative Sound Service Supply Co., 3315 Olive St„ to determine whether there is any grounds to suspect that it has been operating in restraint
of trade.
Under the terms of a city ordinance,
only sound engineers approved by Local
No.

143

are permitted to enter the projection booths of local motion picture theatres to service equipment.

It is reported that some of the complaints that the FBI operatives have been
investigating are that the applications of
other service concerns for union cards for
their sound engineers were ignored, putting them out of business so far as servicing equipment in St. Louis and St. Louis
county was concerned.

Ave., which caters to Negro patronage, has reopened under police protection, following a shut-down as a precaution against possible rioting incited by
recent demands for wider Negro employment at the house.

Field's in Chicago

Franklin

The

conflict

arose

when

the

Colored

Cashiers Club started picketing the theatre early in the month with the aim of
compelling the theatre to replace its white
projectionists, Local No. 143 members,
with colored projectionists. An earlier similar demand, made in 1935, was solved with
the formation of a Negro operators union,
Local No. 143-A, and an agreement that
the question of employment be settled by
the union and the theatre owner.
Recent increasing action for wider Negro employment in Negro-patronized businesses, has led to the present demands, although the Negro Local, No. 143-A, denies
ordering the picketing of the Criterion. It
charges the Colored Cashiers Club with
that action, although tempering its charge
with

the expression that the latter society has the right to demand the employment of Negroes.

Home Television Still Far,
Declares Radio Leader
Chicago — Television
long

way

for home

off, says A. S. Wells,

use

is a

president

of the Radio Manufacturers’ Ass’n, the
directors of which met here at the Stevens Hotel.
The

association

stated that any impend-

ing “boom” of television
versation and not fact.

is mostly

con-

The association, which includes in its
membership practically all the makers of
television sets in the country, said that
immediate use in homes of television is
entirely unlikely.
Wells
from
be a

said

that

television

has

suffered

“over-statements,” and that it will
“long time” before it can be presented to the whole country.

He added that a “debunking” statement
was necessary because of nation-wide interest in television.

Indiana ATO Report Nets
Action on 16mm Films
Indianapolis — Don

R. Rossiter, executive

secretary of the Associated Theatre Owners of Indiana, Inc., gave a detailed report
before the national Allied board of directors in Minneapolis in regard to 16mm
competition to theatres and the reduction
of 35mm standard release prints to 16mm
prints. Also in regard to the increase of
transient showmen in Indiana where there
are approximately 447 legitimate established theatres. It has been estimated there
Write

84

are also 198 towns in which 16mm
sient shows are now being played.

for details

THE

F&Y

BUILDING

SERVICE

328 E. Town

Columbus,

—

O.

tran-

The report resulted in a resolution being passed by the board to give this matter considerable attention and to contact
the major producers in regard to their future policy, as this situation in the past
few years has become an alarming one.

Chicago — The first public demonstrations in television at a commercial store
are being held currently by Marshall
Field’s retail store here. The demonstrations are being held to show that television
for residents of larger American cities is
a step nearer.
Actual broadcasts, however, according
to Raymond Hopper, RCA-Victor representative, depend upon the erection and
licensing of the necessary high frequency
stations in cities other than New York
where television is now an actuality.
The equipment at the store here shows
how television broadcasts are conducted.
A miniature broadcasting studio has been
erected, surrounded by glass so that visitors may look in. In a nearby room the
programs are reproduced on eight television
receivers.

Details Are Complete lor
Clyde Eckhardt Banquet
Chicago — Details for the Clyde Eckhardt
silver anniversary testimonial banquet July
17 at the Congress Hotel Casino have been
worked out. Tickets will be $5.
Members of committees, besides those already announced include: Jack Kirsch,
treasurer; E. E. Alger, LaSalle, and Fred
Anderson, Morris, 111., downstate committee; William K. Hollander, B&K; Sam
Clark, Warner; and Bill Crouch, Motion
Picture Herald, Joe Esler, Film Daily, and
Gene Rich, Boxoffice, publicity; and Harry Goldman, John Balaban, Jack Osserman
and Percy Barr, arrangements.

Essaness Opens American
Following Renovations
Chicago — Essaness has opened its American Theatre after several weeks of remodeling with extensive ballyhoo. Included in
the campaign conducted by Norman Castle and Bob Montgomery was a page-one
feature layout in the Chicago American for
the vicinity of the theatre. The house
had been open during all renovations which
included installation of new seats, sound,
projection
the house.
Essaness
Theatre.

and screen, in addition to redecoration. Herman Jensen is manager of
is now

operating

the

Liberty

" Tell Thy Children " Print
Stolen From Sam Abrams
Indianapolis — Sam
sentative for A.P.S.

Abrams, local repreSales Co. of Holly-

wood, Cal., distributors of the picture, “Tell
Thy Children,” reports that a print of the
picture was stolen from his car which was
parked

in front of his home in Indianapolis last week along with a gladstone
bag containing wearing apparel.
The picture was on four double reels and
is approximately 7,000 feet in length. Sam,
who has a number of bookings lined up,
is negotiating for another print.
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^TJKE HICKEY is back on the Filmrow
scene after having been gone too many
months. He now is handling publicity for
Johnny Mednikow on the Albert Rule war
picture, “When
Aaron

Germany

Cohen

Surrendered.”

at Universal

is the father

of a l-pomid-2y2-ounce baby boy, born to
Mrs. Cohen at Ravenswood Hospital. The
name: David Irving Cohen; “Butch”
Aar 071, but not if the Missus is around.
Arthur

Stern,

son

of

Emil

Stem

to
of

has taken

over the Liberty

The-

Warren

Canaday,

assista7it U. S. district

attor7iey, has been appointed a masterin-chancery by U. S. Federal Judge Michael
Igoe. Igoe was U. S. district attorney here
before his recent appointment to a federal
judgeship.
Charlie Burris, manager of the Nortown
Theatre and vice-president of the B&K
Club,

is back

from

an

The
ramed

Filmrow softball league
out Monday 7iight.

eastern

The

mo7iume7it

loop, markrng time until the newsreel house ope7is in the new Capitol Bldg,
this fall.
Doris Arden,
Times, is away

film critic of the Chicago
on her vacation.

Herb Elisburg, district ma7iager of Essa7iess, is spe7idmg his vacation durmg the
next tivo weeks. Where? Herb said he
wa7ited
be.

rest and

so did7i’t say where

he'd

Walter Immerman, general manager of
the B&K circuit, was ill with a bad summer
cold . . . Fred Unseld, B&K office receptionist, was home with a minor illness.
Here

a7id away : Fred Astaire and Darryl

Zanuck, 071 TWA’s Skyliner en route to the
west coast . . . Santa Fe Super-Chief film
passengers through the Windy City. Joh7i
McCormick, New
York-bomid; Louise
Campbell, arrivmg in Chicago for a visit;
Robert Montgo7nery and Walter Pidgeo7i.
Chicago night clubs can now stay open
to 4 a. m. week-days and 5 a. m. Sundays,
provided they pay an extra $700 license
fee.
Didia7ia-Illi7iois Theatres have closed the
Lexmgton for remodeling . The renovation
is expected to be completed in about six
weeks.

Benny

071 the late Aaro7i Saper-

and

ltzooch

Cemetery

all his radio

and

Bill Steiner of Metropolita7i
New York, was here this week.

Pictures,

Scene in Chicago
By

Chicago — With business still off in the
Chicago area, closing rumors punctuate the
scene.
RKO was expected to announce definite
closing of the Palace in the loop this week.
Temporary closing date is set at June 29,
next Thursday. This house has not been
closed for several years.
Meanwhile, B&K continues to deny any
other closings in the loop, although the
Roosevelt and the State-Lake are frequently mentioned as candidates for shuttering.
Warner Theatres plan to make every effort to keep their houses on the south side
open during the summer months, with no
closings announced thus far.
Exhibitors feel business conditions will
pick up after the fourth of July.
Operators are shearing expenses whereever possible without impairing operation.

TRADE
.. A HANDY

GUIDE

Dick Sachsel
in more

was the center of attraction

ways than one
vention in Minneapolis,

BOXOFFICE
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at the Allied conwe are told. Dick
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to discuss

“The

National and Modjeska
Rinlo jr„ movie dog, on

the stage, while the circuit’s Garfield presented Alano Dass, mystic . . . Work is
progressing
on a new theatre for Sun
Prairie.
J. P. Adler

has installed ear pho7ies for

the hard-of-heari7ig
in Marshfield.

in his Relda

Theatre

Stanley Bouton, projectionist at the Sun
in Brodhead, extinguished a blazing film
in the projection booth before it did any
damage. The Sun is operated by Rolland
Williams.
Nicolet

Theatre

at

West

De

Pere

has

bee7i toppmg the softball league in that
city . . . Fro7its of the Beacon arid Palace
theatres in Superior were give7i a washmg
in honor of the
celebratio7i.

city’s both

anniversary

FOR

THE
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SERVICE

Johnny Mednikow, President
1300 So. Wabash — Chicago — CALumet

Employes’

of Syracuse,

Vaudeville Stage.”
Articles of incorporation have been filed
here by the Waterloo Theatre, Inc., and
the West Salem Theatre. Incorporators of
both are Egon W. Peck, Albert C. Heller
and A. J. Engelhard.

DIRECTORY

Waldo Bail, ma7iager of the LaGrange in
LaGra7ige for Great States, is the proud

dent of the B&K
vacation.

Myron C. Fagan, playwright and Hollywood writer, was a recent visitor, checkmg
up o7i data to go into his new? story . . .
Wally Myar of the Riverside Theatre appeared before the Badger State palace, No.

Warner-Saxe’s
theatres featured

B. O. TELLER

Animated — Full Length Trailers on
Pictures — Inquire Now
Lowest Weekly Cost

of a baby daughter . . . Roy McMullen, manager of the Gra7iada and presi-

ROY
LEVINSON, co-producer of “The
Fight for Peace,” was a local visitor
during the flicker’s showing at the Alhambra. This theatre has now gone to
Bingo.
second runs and in addition is sporting

A frightened burglar used a wad of gum
to cover a hole partially drilled through
a fire exit door leading from the balco7iy
of the Avalon Theatre, local south side
house. The clue was discovered by police
and the theatre oumers placed a new panel
on the door. The house has been robbed
twice in the last year.

Closing Rumors Fill

Barrymore’s show, “My Dear Children,” is expected to run all summer at
the Selwyn, which has been air-conditioned
for that purpose.

papa

film

troupe who appeared at Waukegan Celebrity Days arrived on the Santa Fe Chief
Wednesday from the west coast.

COMPLETE
John

were

38, Prmcess
Jack

Though 710 07ie aromid B&K has a7iything to say about it, it is thought that
B&K is co7isidering a newsreel theatre in
the

ga7nes

Bill Brumberg, assistant Warner branch
manager, received a pipe this week from
Leo Blank, former district manager, who
is now in Beverly Hills, Cal. . . . Elmer
Balaban is traveling in Canada.

stein’s grave at Bbiai
was dedicated Sunday.

Essaness,
atre.

Employes’
vacation.

had everybody in hysterics with his antics
that is, all except those on whom the jokes
were played.

President
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Theatre in Clinton, is vacationing
Lake, Wis.
^EORGE
Settos, operator of Settos Theatre circuit in Indiana, has booked the
picture “Saratoga,” starring Jean Harlow,
in his Ohio Theatre here, announcing that
this will be the last time the public can
see the film before it is retired from
circulation July 1.
J. H. Stevens,

branch

manager

at Para-

mount, together with “Billy” Esch, D. C.
Newman and Fred Waggoner, salesmen;
Carl Kemp, booker, and Alan Fromuth,
sales manager, have returned from the
company’s

sales convention

in Los Angeles.

Among those from Indiana who attended the national Allied convention in Minneapolis were Maurice Rubin and wife,
Michigan City; Isaac Holycross, Paramount Theatre, Anderson: Jack Rose of
the Indiana-Illinois Theatres: Earl Penrod, Affiliated Distributors; Harry Markun, Talbott & Belmont Theatres, Indianapolis, and Don Rossiter of Indianapolis.
Ralph Abbott of Jam Handy Films was
also at the Allied convention having the
time of his life. He recently spent several
weeks at the Mayo Bros. Hospital at
Rochester .
James W. Feighner has been added to
the force of the local National Theatre
Supply office. Feighner is a 1939 graduate of Purdue University and comes to
Indianapolis from Kokomo.
Harold Reckley, operator of the Chateau
Theatre in Greencastle, has trekked to
Canada this year for his annual fishing
sojourn. Last year Reckley spent two
weeks fishing up in Wisconsin and started
home with a huge box of choice fish, all
iced down. When he got to Chicago, his
love of another sport lured him to attend
a baseball game and when he came out, all
his fish had been stolen. Worse than that,
no one would believe his tall fish tales.
This year, he says, things will be different.
Claude Allison, manager of the Strand
Theatre, left for his vacation and without
a doubt it too will be spent in fishing.
We want to give Lou Markun a tip — you’d
better put your police dogs on watch at
that gravel pit on your place. Claude can’t
resist gravel pits that are kept stocked
with game fish like yours. P. S. — Have
watched 24 hours a day, too.
Roy Churchill, branch
Russell Brentlinger, Guy

manager,
Hancock

it

and
and

Pete

Fortune, salesmen, formed the delegation from the local branch to the RKO
sales convention held at the Westchester
Country Club in New York City.
Betty
staff is
visiting
Cinema
in their

Glass

of the local Columbia

office

spending her two weeks’ vacation
in Illinois . . . Ernie Miller of the
Theatre and wife spent a few days
home town of Brazil.

It has been reported along Filmrow that
the B. N. Judell Inc., exchange would close
as such and that all contracts held by the
company would be executed by Big Feature
Rights Exchanges. However, no definite
plans have been announced for the closing
of the local office.
J. B. Stine, operator of the Garfield
Theatre in Terre Haute, and the Wabash

86

at Shell

Betty Irvin, of the bookkeeping departpartment at Warner Bros., will spend her
vacation with her family in Bedford.
Orville Crouch,

who

has

been

Holleran.

Maurice

Rubin,

president

of the

Peter Loupas, manager of the Grand at
Gary, is the father of a 7 y2 pound baby
boy, born June 3.
Mildred Feig and Cecil Booher, inspectors at Warner Bros., are on vacation . . .
G. L. Heinrich, office manager at RKO,
spent the weekend fishing. Bass season
opened Thursday night at midnight and
Heinrich was one of the first on hand . . .
Dorothy Wright, in the office at RKO, is
her vacation

this week

in Cleve-

After taking a terrific ribbing for nearly
a year about having that married look,
Abe Baker has finally been caught. He
will lead Miss Ruth Hall to the altar on
July 9 and they will honeymoon
wild and woolly west.

in the

Film Aid to Democracy
Lauded by Newspaper
Spring Valley, III. — The Spring Valley
Gazette in a recent editorial, praised Hollywood’s newest production
the fight for democracy.

efforts to aid

“In the fight for democracy, labor is
making on many fronts, it is encouraging
to discover a new and powerful ally,” the
editorial ran. “Heretofore, Hollywood’s gigantic apparatus for influencing public
opinion has not been directed towards social betterment or social change. The
movie companies were content to make
escapist films and rake in the shekels.
“Productions of such unusual films as
‘Juarez’ and ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy,’
by Warner Bros., and ‘The Dictators’ by
Charles Chaplin, seem to indicate that
attitude

is changing.

“These pictures represent bold pioneering steps on the part of Hollywood to
give true pictures of social problems. If
they

are successful, Hollywood will produce more such films. Since labor knows

the public must get true facts about social conditions to form a sound jdgment,
and

that the movies can be a tremendously important factor in influencing public opinion, it is desirable that such films

be supported

by labor.”

Cooling

at Kentland,

competition to theatres did
materialize when operators of Treasure Chest, a form of bingo game, heeded

system

The

current

economy

wave

has

put

an

to motion pictures for inmates of various city institutions — at least for the
summer.
end

press agent for Loew’s
Jimmy isHarris,
motoring to New York and the
Theatre,
Fair for his vacation.
Louie Roth, head of an insurance agency
at Prophetstown, 111., is becoming famed
for his annual motion picture shows he
puts on for his policyholders and prospects. Roth invites some 1,200 families to
this town of only 1,400 population.
A mob
use of a

of approximately 100 denied the
theatre at Wentzville, Mo., as a

meeting place to the Project Workers Union, an organization of WPA workers.

New Series to Present
Earlier Film Stars
Chicago — Mr. Ordinary

Movie

Fan

is still

a good audience for many of the old-time
faces of the silent days, in the opinion of
James Moore, RKO test director, who was
here recently as one of the crew of the
Jesse L. Lasky
talent search.

“Gateway

to Hollywood”

Moore is preparing to launch a series of
three-reelers to be based on the radio feature, "The First Nighter.” Work
pected to start early this fall.

is ex-

Moore, who was a Paramount cameraman nine years, and then dialogue and test
director for Paramount, and now with RKO,
has in mind, among other character actors
of former years — all of whom were stars
in their time — Betty Blythe, Sue Carol,
Hobart Bosworth, Ethel Clayton, Antonio
Moreno, Maurice Costello, Herbert Rawlinson, Bryant Washburn and Jack Mulhall, the last three of whom were also
scouts on the Lasky talent tours.
These well-known players are to be used
in leading supporting roles, with unknown
talented youngsters as the leads.
“Not only do I feel that there is a place
for such three-reelers as ‘The First Nighter’ plays,” said Moore, “but besides, I
think that production of more features
like these might do away with double features. In addition, we’ll be able to bring
back many of the stars of former days,
swell grand people who have something

besides his regular studio work in
on Moore,
the ball.”
the last few years, has been director-general of the Parthenon Players in Hollywood, a group composed mainly of studio
technicians.

Ind.

Kentland, Ind. — Dallas Cannon, operator of the Kent Theatre, is one of the
first small town exhibitors in the state to
install a refrigerating
atre.

Threatened
not

ATOI

operator of the theatres in Michigan City, Ind., left Minneapolis after the
Allied convention accompanied by his wife
to take advantage of the fishing for which
Minnesota is famous. He plans to spend
several days at Brainard, Minn.

Hollywood’s

NEW FILM featuring animals of the
St. Louis Zoo is being made by Pathe
News cameramen.

the state attorney’s warning and did not
open at Belleville, III., as proposed.

and

spendmg
land.

]'L 0 V II ^

assistant

to Ward Farrar of the Loew’s Theatre here,
has been transferred to the company’s
southern division. He has been replaced
by Joseph

ST.

in his the-

Renames

Brooksville House

Brooksville, Ky. — H. E. Niven, operator
of the Brooks Theatre here, has renamed
it the Ritz.
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::

June

24, 1939

INTERNAL DISSENSION PRECIPITATES CRISIS
FOR NORTHWEST ALLIED; FACE DISBANDMENT
Deem Lebedoff the Center Speculation
Finds
Fertile Field
Of Conflict; Steffes
^
_
n
,
Forsaking Heim
In Allied
s Code
Rejection
Minneapolis — Northwest

Allied

States,

torn by internal dissension for which one
local exhibitor, Sol Lebedoff, is being
blamed, faces disbandment after many
years of aggressive and effective existence, leaving the territory’s independent
exhibitors without any organization unless
Lebedoff succeeds in carrying out his threat
to form a body without Allied States’ affiliation.
Unless President W. A. Steffes reconsiders his decision not to accept re-election or unless some other capable leader
can be found, the Allied organization may
pass out of existence.
Everything now hinges on what will happen at the annual convention to be held
here July 11.
All of the territory’s independent theatre owners, regardless of whether or not
they are Allied members, have been invited to attend the convention to help
decide the organization’s fate.
The convention was supposed

to have

been held here during the Allied States’
national conclave, but when it was called
to order by E. L. Peaslee it was found
that there was not sufficient representation to decide future policies or elect
officers.
Participation

Expensive

It was declared that many out-of-town
exhibitors will not remain with Northwest Allied “because dues are too high.”
Another assertion was that numerous
small-town theatre owners had come to the
Allied States’ convention and when they
learned about the $10 registration fee they
turned right around and went back home
without attending — “they didn’t have that
much money or they couldn’t afford to
spend it.”
A big obstacle confronting the independent exhibitors in the territory is the lack
of a capable, aggressive theatre owner,
other than Steffes, willing to fight their
battles. He apparently is the only fearless one ready at all times to denounce
distributors for alleged unfair practices
and to expose trade evils publicly. The
others are afraid that there’ll be reprisals when it comes to buying film, etc.,
if they speak out in the open. As far as
can be learned, the majority of the most
important members believe there can be
no worth-while organization without Steffes at the helm.
At last week’s convention meeting it was
evident that some of the members are
dissatisfied because the organization, under Steffes, has spent so much time, money
and effort on national and state legislation, such as theatre divorcement, for
example.
One member said he was willing to conBOXOFFICE

: ; June 24, 1939

Minneapolis — With

the

Allied

States’

national convention now past history,
speculation among the trade here centers
over what effect the organization’s action
in rejecting the code will have on its progress and what repercussions there will be
from the failure to effect peace and selfregulation within the industry, as far at
least as this one important independent
group is concerned.
It already is indicated here that many
of the territory’s independent exhibitors,
including a large number of important
Northwest Allied members, will sign the
code despite Allied’s disapproval.
Exchange heads here assert that many
independent theatre owners have informed them since the convention that they
are not going to be influenced by Allied’s
veto of the trade pact, but will disregard
it and join up.
W.

F. Rodgers, code committee chairman, who had informed the convention

tinue to pay large dues “if he’d get something for his money.”
What the discontented members apparently want is an organization that will devote itself entirely with local matters and
problems. They wish it to fight for lower
film costs and against objectionable selling policies. They desire it to strive for
elimination of percentages and sales of
runs. They want pressure brought to bear
to permit Minneapolis independent neighborhood exhibitors to cancel any pictures
shown at the 25-cent loop Aster, the lone
double-feature first-run house, and to
shorten clearance of the first-run 25-cent
Gopher downtown over 25-cent neighborhood theatres.
Value

Steffes

But even most of these malcontents are
anxious to keep an organization and to
have Steffes continue as president. None
of them would be willing to try to step
into his shoes.
During the arguments, Ben Friedman,
who is reported to have turned down an
offer of $10,000 a year by a group anxious
for him to take the presidency of the organization, suggested that both Steffes and
Lebedoff be invited to thresh out their
differences on the convention floor July 11.
“Let’s see who’s making the trouble,”
said Friedman. “Let’s find out who’s in
the wrong. Maybe we should kick both
Steffes and Lebedoff out.”
Several pleaded for greater loyalty and
cooperation.
Among the opinions voiced were that
“nobody can step in and fill Steffes’ shoes,”
“a rival organization was formed once

that, regardless of whether Allied States
approved or not, the code would go into
effect, and who withdrew all proposals
from the Allied group and discontinued
negotiations with it following the Allied
committee’s adverse report, later stated
that this would not prevent any Allied
member, acting individually, from signing
the pact.
There is speculation, too, whether independent exhibitors opposed to the code
will be permitted to have all its features,
excepting arbitration, included in their
contract.
They are assuming, in fact, that all the
provisions excepting arbitration will be
incorporated in every contract, but that
the arbitration clause will be optional.
Those intending to sign the code feel
that it contains advantageous concessions,
that they’ll at least be better off under it
than they are now, that they can’t afford
(Continued on next page)

before with unsatisfactory results,” “let’s
have unity or quit,” “anybody like Lebedoff
who hasn’t paid his dues shouldn’t be invited to tell what he doesn’t like about
Steffes’ administration,” “the situation
with respect to independent exhibitors is
getting worse — we’re paying more money
for film than ever and doing less business;
it’s time to stop being suckers,” “our film
rentals are far too high, but we keep on
paying them,” “we’re too much mixed up
in national problems and those affecting
other industries” and “there isn’t an exhibitor big enough to air his own problems— we must do things collectively or
we Steffes
can’t win.”
has been serving without compensation. He is reported as being disgusted because he hasn’t received the support
and cooperation to which he feels he’s
entitled, because so many members are
delinquent in their dues, because the job
requires him to take a lot of grief and
do a whole lot of work and to even spend
much of his own money without any pay
or sufficient appreciation.
Lebedoff now is being sued by the organization for non-payment of dues. He
has asked for a bill of particulars and will
demand an accounting and allege that
funds have been expended for unauthorized
purposes.
One of his main grievances is the fact
that the Paradise Theatre, neighborhood
house here owned by Steffes and Bennie
Berger, buys runs of M-G-M pictures and
shows them ahead of competing neighborhood theatres charging the same or
higher admission.

MW
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Fault Is Not on One

ing by Potter’s film reviews, said Sears
jokingly, “I don’t think he likes pictures.”

Side— Pettijohn

Finds Governor a "Showman"
At Industry's Banquet

Minneapolis — Industry

members,

Minneapolis — Merle

who

attended the Allied States’ convention banquet, which wound up the big conclave,
are still smarting under the verbal chastisement administered by C. C. Pettijohn,
counsel for the Hays’ organization, one of
the speakers, who declared “all of us” in
the film business are “a lot of children
making fools of ourselves. The industry
is leading with its chin. Tire fault isn’t
entirely on one side and what’s needed
is more integrity of purpose.”
With Bill Elson, local exhibitor, as toastmaster, those called upon to speak included W. F. Rodgers, Col. H. A. Cole,
Grad Sears, R. J. O'Donnell, H. M. Richey,
W. A. Steffes, Eddie Golden, Ed Kuykendall and Merle Potter. Others at the two
speakers’ tables, who were introduced, included Herman Robbins, William Scully,
Abe Montague, Jimmy Grainger, Jack
Flynn, Bill Heineman, Max Roth, Peck
Gomersall, Austin Keough, George Dembow, Pete Harrison, Phil Dunas, Abram
F. Myers, Jack Schlaifer, Ned E. Depinet
and Neil Agnew.
“This is the greatest business in the
world,” asserted Pettijohn, “but what effect will television, for example, have on
it and where are we all going in the next
five or six years? It behooves us to take
stock of ourselves.”
Governor Stassen pointed out the tremendous impact the films have on public
opinion and what a force for good the
industry can be.
Jokingly explaining his attitude relative
to Warner Bros.’ selling policy, Grad Sears
said the company has no intention to go
out and pick exhibitors’ pockets. The explanation, he said, was vouchsafed because he might have caused some confusion by his much criticized remarks during the convention on rental increases in
connection with cancellation.
R. J. O’Donnell, head of the Paramount
Texas circuit, advocated a “live and let
live” slogan for the industry. Steffes said
he didn’t know any other industry in which
members would call themselves “by their
right names” and then break bread an
hour later.
That sincerity has gone into the code
and that it will by no means end reform,
was the opinion expressed by Eddie Golden.
He pointed out that the business still is
a comparative infant and all evils couldn’t
be cured over night. “I hope independent
exhibitors and producers still will find a
middle road on which they can agree,”
he concluded.
Merle Potter, Journal film editor, found
fault with the convention because it disregarded matters of concern and interest
to the public.
“I didn’t hear one word spoken about
better pictures,” said Potter. “There isn’t
one thing wrong with the business that
good pictures won’t cure. But here in
Minneapolis W. A. Steffes is compelled to
close his 400-seat World Theatre because
he can’t get good pictures.”
Half -seriously, Sears, answering Potter,
said he had good pictures for the World,
but then, turning to Steffes, asked “But
how much will you pay for them?” Judg-
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Guessers Field Day

Potter,

Journal

movie editor, thought Gov. H. B. Stassen
“stole the show” at the Allied States’ convention banquet. In his column Monday,
headed “too many big shots, so two head
tables,” he paid his respects to the governor and to Bill Elson, local exhibitor,
who was toastmaster. Said Potter:
“The governor of Minnesota rather stole
the show at the concluding banquet of the
convention of the Allied States. Introduced by William Elson, local exhibitor,
and toastmaster at the dinner, Governor
Stassen got whoops of joy from the audience when he said this was ‘the most
colossal, stupendous, gigantic and tremendous affair he had ever attended, speaking the language of the trade.’
“The governor also was responsible for
a gale of mirth when he said that, although he had attended numerous banquets in the Nicollet ballroom, but that
this was the first one where there were
so many people who wanted to sit at the
head table that they had to have two
head tables.
“And it was a fact — there were two
head tables.
“Incidentally, Bill Elson is acknowledged
to be the keenest wit among local theatre
men — a banquet of theatremen without
Bill presiding at the head table, practically is illegal.”

A Bad Case of Fright as
Twister Catches Golden
Minneapolis — Eddie

Golden,

Monogram

sales chief, had a narrow escape when
the automobile in which he was riding
was caught in the cyclone that struck
Anoka, Minn., just outside of Minneapolis.
The car kept to the road and cleared
the storm. All Eddie sustained was a bad
case of fright. Ten people died in the
twister.
Films of Cyclone
By Harry

Dickerman
Dickerman,

owner

of the Alhambra and Northtown, local
neighborhood houses, rushed out to Anoka,
Minn., with his camera and, as a result,
had motion picture shots of the cyclone
that killed ten people there, on his theatre screens almost before the wind died
down. He took more than 300 feet of disaster scenes and advertised a “scoop” in
the newspaper ads for his houses.

The

World

and

In Minneapolis
Minneapolis — Two

Palace

that it won’t pay to “buck” the powers that
be and be labeled “trouble makers.”
But the die-hards among the alwaysbelligerent Twin City independents declare
that they’ll stick with Allied States in continuing to oppose the code. They assert
any exhibitor signing it gives up more than
he receives. They interpret its cancellation clause to mean that the minute an
independent signs the document he’ll be
agreeing to pay 20 per cent more for pictures. They cite the faults pointed out
at the convention.
Now, outside the code, they say they’re
better off because, without arbitration and
a completely binding contract, they’re able
to obtain adjustments and, if they don’t
play a picture they usually can settle for
it at a compromise reduced price.
Film Cost Problem Grows
But some of them are fearing that
there’ll be reprisals by the distributors
against those who remain outside the fold.
However, it isn’t only the convention
action on the code that’s still engaging
the trade’s attention here. There’s a lot
of grumbling in some quarters because the
convention didn’t keep the promise of
W. A. Steffes, convention chairman, and
take up the matter of film costs which
they feel is the most vital problem now
confronting them.
Although Steffes, in a special pre-convention bulletin, had announced that the
convention would “do” plenty about film
prices “because it is Allied’s duty to keep
every independent theatre owner in the
U. S. in business,” the subject wasn’t even
mentioned by any of the speakers on the
convention floor and was ignored in the
resolutions.
The excuse was that the code discussion took more time than anticipated and

morning or evening session wasn’t held or
what there was to prevent a resolution on
the subject.
Some

of these exhibitors actually expected the convention to serve an ultimatum on the distributors to lower film

costs or, at least, to set wheels in motion to bring about a reduction and they
are terribly disappointed.
None, however, seems to care that the
promised proposal of a national film buying combine of 2,500 independent theatres
wasn’t brought up.

Dark
downtown

theatres

here now are closed definitely. The World,
W. A. Steffes’ sure-seater catering to the
carriage trade, and the Palace, 1,900-seat
de luxe grind house, are now dark.
The World ran large newspaper display
ads explaining its closing. Ads stated:
“Owing to shortage of suitable product,
the World Theatre is closed and will remain closed until such time as we can
secure meritorious product to warrant our
reopening.”

(Continued from preceding page)
to stay out while their opposition goes in,

there wasn’t any left to talk film prices.
But the disgruntled exhibitors wish to
know why, if necessary, an additional

Taken

Minneapolis — Harry

Code Rejection Gives

Crop Outlook Heartening
To Minneapolis Trade
Minneapolis — While

theatre business now

is at its lowest ebb in years, the territory’s
exhibitors are finding cause for a degree
of optimism in the good crop outlook. In
a territory mainly dependent upon agriculture for its well-being, bountiful yields
will spell good trade generally and the
theatres will reap their share of whatever
prosperity develops, it’s pointed out.
BOXOFFICE
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Film Ad Service. To this committee were
added Mrs. Rosa Baier, Lindbergh; C. H.

Kaycee Civic Reform
Move Asks Film Aid

Potter, Murray, Baltis, and Admiral; Wolfberg; Reube Finkelstein, Belmont and
Byam; Ben Achtenberg, Regent.
Achtenberg, who is an attorney as well
as one of the owners of the Regent, said

Kansas City — An unusual opportunity
for the theatre and film industry to participate in a civic movement that will be
of both direct and indirect benefit to them
was

presented to approximately 60 members of the trade at Variety Clubrooms
Monday, June 19.
The Forward Kansas City movement, an

he didn’t believe the theatres should open
their screens to publicity for the committee; that they could use posters and the
like, as stores and other establishments
are doing. If only two per cent oppose
the purposes of the Forward movement,
then

“we should

respect the wishes

operation of the city, was explained thoroughly to exhibitors and film men, and
received practically unanimous approval.
E. C. Rhoden, president of Fox Midwest Theatres, Inc., and chairman of the
motion picture publicity committee of the
Forward Kansas City movement, called the
meeting and presided.

are probably more who oppose the charities drive than do the Forward movement.
Besides, he said, this is an emergency.
Sure, it may cost you a little business,
but the loss will be insignificant.

assertedly non-political move to replace
political corruption and inefficiency in the

“The program of securing the removal
of inefficient and corrupt men in the city

United Film Ad
nish film free.

administration

vigor-

The

ously,” asserted J. W. Perry, retired banker and chairman of the Forward Kansas

names

will

be

continued

Forward

Service

offered

committee

Achtenberg pointed out that the Auditorium had staged the Jubilesta at the

in that

movement,”

he added.

Non-Partisanship

Assured

Perry assured members of the industry
that the movement has in it no politics.
While exhibitors should be extremely
careful not to become involved in politics
because theatre patrons buy tickets to be
entertained, “I can see no reason that the
industry cannot get behind a constructive
movement
Rhoden.
Free

to

build

legal advice

Kansas

City,”

said

of some

of the

best

lawyers in the city was placed at the disposal of members of the industry who join
the movement by Paul Barnett, attorney
and member of the Forward legal committee. If there is some doubt about the liability of something exhibitors show on
the screen, “We’ll give them the best legal
advice available,” he said.
He added that if the industry went into
the fight, “go the whole way, hit as hard
as you can. Some businesses, like newspapers and the movies, must keep in touch
with what the majority of the people are

Power

ol Screen

the public

Stressed

John Wolfberg, who is associated with
W. D. Fulton in the operation of five suburban houses, pointed out that Kansas City
theatres show to 250,000 people each week,
and that exhibitors should lend their
screens to the cause. No business is in a
worse condition than the movies, he said.
“If theatres take a strong position
the movement, it will give confidence

BOXOFFICE

on that board of governors
cupied by a theatreman.

be

business

plans

for the future.

Three Fox Midwest Units
Get Air-Conditioning
Kansas

oc-

City

—

Fox

Midwest

Theatres,

Inc., is installing a new 80-ton compressor in the Uptown, Wichita, Kas.; similar
equipment in the Lincoln, Kansas City,
Mo.;

the Gem has new equipment at Topeka, Kas., giving the three Fox houses
operating there air conditioning. Three

expense of permanent places of amusement, that the Jubilesta performers took
money out of town, and left nothing but
a deficit; that the Auditorium competes
with theatres in other ways, such as the

new mechanical systems have been installed in the Illinois at Jacksonville, the
Strand at West Frankfort, and the Grand
at Duquoin, 111.

New Year’s eve frolic, which is for the
profit of private individuals.
The motion picture committee was
scheduled to meet June 23 to work out
copy for trailers, and to report back next
week to the industry as a whole for discussion.

L. E. Pope, purchasing agent of Fox
Midwest, also announces the installation
of air wash systems in the Tackett at
Coffeyville, the Iola at Iola, Strand at
Emporia, Liberty at Fort Scott, and the
Peoples at Chanute, Kas.
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others in Kansas City,” Rhoden explained.
Members of the motion picture publicity
committee are, besides Mr. Rhoden, Jay
Means of the Oak Park and Bagdad; E. S.
Young of the Central; W. T. Truog, UA;
Arthur Cole, Paramount; Sam Abend, Film
Delivery, and W. H. Hendren jr„ United

no

500

"

**

**

1

T}«

thinking, else they can’t keep
attention,” he added.

hitched his trailer to his car, and is headed for California, where he will spend several weeks on vacation. He said he had

to a board of governors the committee is urging to replace the present

by a gang. If the motion picture industry could get behind the movement, it
would be one of the most helpful groups

post

in policy of operation of the three Simmons houses, and, since they all are in
excellent physical condition, he plans no
refurbishing at the present time.
Simmons, who has been in the exhibition
field at Lamar for the past ten years, has

is suggesting

Municipal Auditorium management. Achtenberg moved, and the motion carried,
that Rhoden urge upon the committee one

Kansas City — The number of theatres
under the operation of George Harttmann
increased to eight this week when he assumed control of A. J. Simmons’ Plaza
and Plaza Jr., at Lamar, Mo., and the

Kansas City, Kas.; State and Delphus,
Mound City, Mo.; Armour, North Kansas
City, and Lee, Lees Summit, Mo.
Harttmann expects to make no change

to fur-

City Committee. “We are going to see
that the lug that has been placed on the
movies, on bakeries, on building trades,
and on other businesses is removed. The
town is not going to be run in the future

Simmons' Houses

City, and Lee, Lee’s Summit, Mo.
Harttmann also operates the Jay hawk,

of that

two per cent — they pay for entertainment.”
Cliff C. Jones, member of the Forward
committee, said that the purposes of the
movement are not controversial. He added that theatres support the charities campaign by showing trailers, and yet there

Harttmann Annexes
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AFM - IATSE Jurisdiction
Claims Taken to Board
Kansas

City — The

international

excu-

tive board of the American Federation of
Musicians, which closed an extra-session
convention here June 17, was directed by
the convention to go into a huddle with
the International Alliance of Theatrical
Stage Employes over the matter of the
IATSE extending its jurisdiction to take
in spots the AFM feels is as much its own
as the stage hands’.
Federation members feel that the 20year-old agreement of the Federation with
the stage hands should apply only to theatres and actual show business only. They
object to the stage hands assuming jurisdiction over hotel rooms playing bands,
radio stations, symphony orchestras, small
night clubs, dog tracks, dance halls and
public address systems on the ground it
costs the musicians employment.
Referred to the executive board also
for such action as that governing body
of the Federation feels will be effective
was the Federation’s demand that motion
picture producers rehire musicians in at
least those theatres of the country controlled by producers. Federation members
were ready to take some drastic action,
apparently because, as one resolution pointed out, “it is evident that the producers
are delaying and evading this issue, which
so vitally concerns the economic future of
our members.’’ That resolution asked that
“unless satisfactory arrangements are
made which will provide for increased expenditures for the employment of musicians in theatres in a sum of not less
than $5,000,000 per annum, the president
and the IA executive board are hereby
instructed to notify said motion picture
producers that after the fourth day of
September, 1939, no member of the AFM
shall be permitted to render service to
any motion picture producer or producers.”
When the resolution was presented, the
convention immediately went into executive session, and stayed there for several
hours. Official action was in reference to
the executive board.
Protesting the “high fees” levied on employers using living musicians who play
certain music copyrighted by ASCAP, the
AFM asked the board to confer with
ASCAP on elimination or reduction of the
fees, or application of higher fees by AFM.
The executive board will handle the
matter of the Saenger circuit, which was
presented in the following resolution: “For
several years our executive board minutes
show we have fought this circuit and corporation through central bodies. Salient
conservative efforts have failed. This corporation, through years, has been absolutely non-union, not only with our own
profession, but with all other trades and
crafts.
“Saenger covers theatres at Mobile, Ala.;
Shreveport, La.; New Orleans, Pensacola,

AIR CONDITIONING
Peterson “Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
316 Southwest Blvd.
Kansas City, Mo.
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Vicksburg and connections; Atlanta, Fort
Worth and other points of the southern
circuit. Our Federation and its executive
board know these facts.
“Be

it resolved herewith by this convention that we morally condemn the action of Paramount Public’s (sic) Theatre
Corporation Southern Circuit — Saenger —
and call upon the American Federation
of actors, IATSE and all other factors
available, to our assistance in order therewith that the employment of our members shall be guaranteed.”
The AFM re-elected all officers and
members of the board: Weber, president;
C. L. Bagley, vice-president; Fred W.
Birnbach, secretary; Harry E. Brenton,
treasurer. Executive Committee: James C.
Petrillo, J. W. Parks, C. A. Weaver, A. C.
Hayden, Walter M. Murdock.

Kansas City Exhibitors

City — Carnivals,

whose

A

H

A

JJERMAN FIELDS, exhibitor at Clarinda,
la., said business was good in his area
and that things look very promising in
southwestern Iowa . . . George Monroe and
son, Don, Colonial Theatre, Lincoln, were
on the Row.
Ted Emerson, Tri-States press agent, is
chairman of a newly-organized Oregonian
society here. Ted was once a newspaperman in that state . . . R. L. Fridley, active
Iowa exhibitor, was in tov>n. He has a
portable circuit in and around Danbury, la.
John McBride of Republic pounded his
chest and declared he’d beat anybody on
Filmrow playing golf for “money, marbles
or a Boxoffice subscription.” Here’s your
chance, Joe Scott! . . . Another undiscovered topnotch golfer is Lou Egart, Brandeis treasurer.
R. E. Brown, Harlan, la., and Carl
Ernst, Harris Theatre, Avoca, la., were
spotted on the Row . . . Also John McQuisten, Star Theatre, Bloomfield, Neb.,
and Harold Schoonover, Mazda, Aurora,
Neb.
Pinky Mcllvaine, Brandeis assistant
manager, is in New York vacationing . . .
Roy Ehlers, exhibitor at Minden, Neb.,
brought his father along this week to meet
some of the Omaha filmites . . . Howard
Harvey of Western Theatre wears one of
those trick lounge suits.

Score on Carnivals
Kansas

M

manage-

ment use political and civic club sponsorship in order to get permits within the
city and to stave off protests, were roundly scored before the city council by several neighborhood exhibitors who have
such competition, including Jay Means,
Oak Park; Arthur Burke, Gillham, and
Ed Young, Central.
Civic organizations get a percentage of
receipts, sometimes a fee for each concession in addition to the percentage. The
exhibitors made the point that the carnivals come in under a permit, and within a week or two take out a lot of money
in competition with theatres that pay
taxes the year around.

Hymie Novitsky, former Republic manager, and Gus Kopald are doing a good job
running the Hayes Coffee Shop on Filmrow . . . Bill Miskell, Orpheum manager,
and family are vacationing in Minnesota.
Bill is driving a new car on the trip.
Harold Schroeder, exhibitor at Lake
View, la., was on Davenport Street for the
first time in moons . . . Hy Hollander of
Schleswig, la., also in town and said prospects are good in his area but rain is
needed . . . W. G. Carter, new owner of
the Strand Theatre at Walnut, la., was
here but Boxoffice failed to catch him for
a little chat.
Walt Green, Fepco boss, has just completed a new ten-room mansion in West
Omaha. An unusual feature is a complete

" Citizen

"

Premiere

Set

at

Capitol in Lincoln
Lincoln — Paramount’s

cross country

pre-

vue of “Leading Citizen,” starring Bob
Burns, before each state’s governor and
the press will be done in Nebraska at the
Capitol, Bob Livingston’s house.
Prevue will be staged late in July, Livingston said, and besides Governor Cochran, Keith Wilson, Omaha World- Her aid,
and Barney Oldfield, of the Journal and
Star, will be invited to sit in.

Circus Coming
Minneapolis — The

to Town

city is to have

its

first visit from the Ringling Bros.’ circus
in two years August 4 and 5. Municipality
will profit to the extent of $1,500 from
the engagement, as it receives $600 for
license fee and $900 for the rental of the
circus grounds on park property.

theatre and projection room in his basement. It’s fireproof and completely equipped, even to exit lights. What a layout!
. . . Ben Harding, Liberty Theatre, Council
Bluffs, came across the river to see how
things were over here.
Staffs of the downtown theatres have
taken up softball for Sunday morning
recreation. Brandeis and Omaha theatres
already have challenged each other, but
they’ll have to get someone else besides

Boxoffice

for an

umpire

. . . Your

scribe

refereed a football clash between those two
teams last fall and caught plenty of youknow-what from both sides!
C. E. Werden, Iowa and South Dakota
exhibitor, was on Filmrow. Werden now
headquarters at Hartley, la., where he
operates the Capitol Theatre.

Gets "Seward's Folly”

Hollywood

— “Seward’s

scripted by Anthony
Bros.

Folly”

Coldeway

BOXOFFICE
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V. KAIL, assistant manager at
ROBERT
Loew’s Midland Theatre, invited the
fathers of all Midland employes to be the
Midland’s

guests last Sunday.

Along the Row: H. Danberry, King City,
Mo.; Frank Anderson, Kirksville, Mo.; Mr.
and Mrs. G. C. Coffman, Osceola, Mo.;
E. O. Briles, Emporia, Kas.; Roy Culley,
Medicine Lodge, Kas.; F. L. Lowe, Sterling, Kas.; S. W. Booth, Rich Hill, Mo.;
Mr. and Mrs. John Brandt, Oregon, Mo.;
Ray Musselman, Lincoln, Kas.
P. D. Hogue of the Bell Theatre, Johnson, Kas., was on the Row this week to
report things looking up in his section.
Farmers are learning to plant row crops
in order to cut down on the production
of wheat. It looks like the practice would
do them some good this year, and they
expect it to do a lot of good for the area
in two or three years. Hogue recently took
over the Bell from Forrest Walker.
Just opened is the Virgil at Virgil, Kas.,
by Richard Fryer, who also has the Grove,
Grove, Okla. The Virgil has been dark for
some time . . . Shirley Ann Riley, sixyear-old daughter of Bud Riley of Republic-Midwest, celebrated her birthday
June 18, Father’s day. Looks
arranged that just right.

like Riley

Betty Wrenn is the new secretary at
Grand National . . . Miss Violet Dubinsky
and Max Hoffman were married this week.
Congratulations! Mrs. Hoffman has been
a yeoman in the service of the Dubinsky
theatres for some time.
We didn’t get to see C. M. Parkhurst
and Bud Riley of Republic-Midwest over
the weekend, so we take this opportunity
of saying “Thanks!” ... If any of you
clinks are hungry for steak, the Cinema
Club is having a big steak fry at the
Waterworks, North Kansas City, June 28,
and they probably won’t let you have any.
For the first time, Cinema Club Reelers
are, however, asking their friends.

This

is really a

left behind were R. C. LiBeau, district manager, and Arthur Cole. LiBeau
suffered a broken arm in the surf while
swimming with R. C. jr. Just why A. Cole
lingered in the land of milk and honey
we don’t know . . . Add visitors: Frank
Cassil, St. Joseph, Mo., president of the
KMTA, worrying about the code; Lloyd
Lenhart, Clinton, Mo.

Ken

Levy, formerly of Columbia’s advertising accessory department, is now affiliated with the U. S. Printing and Engraving Co.

Don “Hifi” Davis of RCA is on a threeweek vacation to New York.

Write
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316 Southwest
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Kansas

Jim

Lewis,

Be sure to ask
his 75 cent shirt.

year ago to Robert Pulliam, chief deputy U. S. marshal . . . Velma Vaughn,
Warner Bros., and Walter Settle were
married last week. Catherine Till, daughter of Harry Till, exhibitor at Hamilton,
Mo., was married last week.

visitors:

W.

McGuill,

The Cinema Club held
Variety Club Wednesday.

Kennebeck,

open
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CITY TERRITORY

Peterson "Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
Blowers, washers, spray nozzels, office and
home units.
Special

‘‘Red’’ Kann, Boxoffice’s editor-in-chief, spent four days in Kansas
City en route back to New York from the
Allied convention in Minneapolis. Ben
Shlyen, publisher, is in Rochester, Minn.,
where his wife is recuperating from an

DIRECTORY

A HANDY

EQUIPMENT

Several from Filmrow plan to make the
trip to Omaha Monday to participate in
the honoring of Father Flanagan of Boys
Town, including Sam Abend, Finton Jones,
R. R. Biechele, George Baker arid Charley
Gregory.

operation.

TRADE
—

about

Maurice

WesKas.;

house

Parkhurst

be

Theatre Supply, according to L. J. Kimbriel, for the new Sandra at Wichita.

S. D., in at Stebbins; Howard Meek, Maysville, Mo.; M. S. Heath, Liberty, Mo.; Tom
Edwards, Eldon, Mo.; Jim Whitted,
ton, Mo.; Homer Strowig, Abilene,
L. O. Ringler, Peabody, Kas.

C. M.

They’ll

T. H. Slothower has purchased over 600
new de luxe seats from the Oklahoma

Reba Wythers of 20th-Fox is on vacation to Russell’s Point, Ohio, New York,
Washington, etc. . . . Virginia Hudson, on
the phone at Columbia, will leave this
week on vacation to St. Louis and Chicago.
Add

Carl

A. A. Renfro, Earl Dyson and Elmer Sedin (traveling auditor) left Kansas City a week ago for New York, and

a

0134
St. Joseph, Mo.
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Thompson,

the RKO-Radio convention.
back this weekend.

Mfg. & Sales Co.

Blvd.

Tommy

. . .

to the New York World’s Fair. Hope
Everhart, assistant cashier at 20th-Fox,
it has been discovered, was married over

L. J. Kimbriel of the Oklahoma Theatre
Supply Co. announces the installation of
new seats by his firm at T. H. Slothower’s
new Sandra Theatre at Wichita, Kas.

for brides

Howe,

When the Kansas City contingent to the
Paramount convention started home last
week,

season

and bridegrooms . . . John Long, 20thFox, and Miss Helen Stephan, will be married July 1, and will honeymoon on a trip
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Goldhammer Upped to
^EARLY
everybody skated last week at
Tom Boydston’s Lincolnrink, the town’s
only theatrical social event since the last
one

was held a year ago
Clain, the new Central

. . . M. E. McStates boss of

Nebraska’s end of Central States Theatres,
Inc., turned all his called-in managers
loose after a day’s meeting in Fremont
and they all showed up in Lincoln . . .
Made the biggest out-of-town delegation,
and only Nevins Lynn, Kearney, and
Johnny Matthews, Albion, were afraid to
put on the skates.
In-towners who failed to make the grade
by getting up enough nerve to indulge were
many . . . Bob Livingston had a sore back
a?id was afraid it would get sorer . . .
Howard Federer, faced at the tune with a
possible appendectomy , stayed sidelined . . .

doing his own cooking, and wouldn’t think
of bungling himself without having the gal
around to rub liniment on him . . . Charlie Morehead and Frank Hollingsworth
of Beatrice and opposition were both afraid
to come for fear one might trip the other.
Besides skating, other news of the week
includes: Don Monroe, who is breaking
George Wright in as manager at the
Empress in Kearney, says opening business on the house is good . . . Nevins
Lynn denied there’s any stork hovering
over his house, but says his assistant
manager is the guy who has a date with
the bird. Well, it’s the same theatre —
that’s close enough . . . Orville Rennie
was a kingpin in the Jubileeum celebrations in Hastings.

Bob

Huffman showed up with a golf tourney on his mind for the next day, and he
wanted to be sure no bumps would injure
his chassis . . . Charlie Shire, who forgot
to bring his pillow . . . And Ed Vaughan
who used the excuse of having to write an
ad.

Traylor, sticking to his definition

with

Holtz, in Fairbury,

said

he didn’t get a chance to come, because
his wife is in Minnesota on vacation. He’s

Time Out to Skate —
•

The above photos were taken at the
annual theatrical skateree at Tom
Boydston’s Lincolnrink in Lincoln.
The affair was held June 13 and drew
about 150 persons. The trio at the
top, all of Lincoln (left to right), is
George F. Monroe jr., manager of the
Liberty Theatre; Howard Federer, general manager Nebraska Theatres, Inc.,
ajid Bob Livingston, Capitol ownermanager and industry lobbyist. The
bottom group is composed of Central
States circuit managers. Left to right,
they are Ed Schoenthal, Holdredge;
Carl

Years

of Experience Has Taught
to Serve You

Us

How

Peterson "Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
316 Southwest Bird.
Kansas City, Mo.
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to

suc-

Three Booth Houses Go
To Griff ith-Dickinson
City

—

The

Griffith-Dickinson

City — A

number

of

film

and

former

R. H. Pauley, the Turnpike Casino boss,
said the jitterbug was a cinch compared

Ray

promoted

Oklahoma City; Lew Chatham, city manager, Independence, Kas., for GriffithDickinson; Ralph Kieffer, Griffith-Dickinson; David Dallas, city manager, Griffith-Dickinson, Parsons, Kas.; R. W. Ferguson, manager for the circuit at Osawatomie, Kas.; W. G. McKinney, city manager, Lawrence, Kas.; Don Hults, GriffithDickinson attorney, Lawrence, Kas.; Harold Harris, circuit auditor; Bill Wagner,
Beldorf, Independence; Bob Montgomery,

railbird, who said he didn’t think any of
the skaters would observe the rules and
not hit a man with glasses.

Letter from

Minneapolis salesman,
ceed Dressel.

Homer Blackwell, Sam Abend; H. J.
Griffith and Glen W. Dickinson, heads of
the Griffith-Dickinson Theatres, Inc.,
whose theatre it is; R. O. Fulgham, district manager, Griffith Amusement Corp.,

of a bachelor as a guy who doesn’t make
the same mistake once, was soloing around
the floor — partly because the only thing
he could hang onto with safety was the
guard rail . . . Vincent DiFiore, the New
Yorker here for Paramount, said the joint
was noisier than Times Square at its
busiest . . . Frank Roberts was another

the rink’s four walls . . . Luke Smith of
the Lincoln here did all right with everything but turns.

form-

As a result of the move, C. J. Dressel,
Omaha branch manager, takes over the
Minneapolis exchange with R. F. Egner,

Kansas

he was giving the Lincoln’s Ruth Hardy
a slam-bang play while here. Maynard
Nelson, Norfolk, and Bill Mack, Fremont,
annoyed him by muscling in, pushing him
at crucial times, etc. (Jealousy) .

state’s representative, did Missouri Valley,
la., proud. Came up without a bruise . . .
Irving Heller of Columbus played carom
with himself, bouncing off every one of

Goldhammer,

theatremen attended the formal opening
of the remodeled and redecorated Booth
Theatre at Independence, Kas., June 16.
Among them were:

said to leave the cashiers alone when he’s
managing the theatre in Holdredge, but

pocket. P. S. — He found out differently . . . Bud Warrick, the tall corn

E.

Many Attend Opening
At Independence, Kas.

Bretzer tried to ride him piggyback . . . One kid, unidentified, but said
to be an usher, fell 42 times during the
hour and a half — which gives an idea why
he was unidentified ... Ed Schoenthal is

hip

York — L.

erly RKO branch manager in Minneapolis,
is promoted to district sales manager of
the newly created sales division embracing Minneapolis, Sioux Falls, Omaha and
Des Moines, according to Jules Levy, general sales manager.

Kansas

Harry

the contortions he came up with trying to stand up . . . Carl Rose of York
brought a bottle (of arnica, he said) and
thought he had it in a safe place in his

New

Theatres, Inc., will take over the Booth
and Paramount at Nebraska City, Neb.,
and the Booth at Auburn, Neb., on June
25 from W. W. Booth. Robert Booth will
remain at Nebraska City as city manager.

Alvin Hendricks of the Varsity came up
with an arm loaded with bruises, after

Harvey

RKO Division Post

Rose, York; Irving Heller, Columbus; Maynard Nelson, Norfolk;
Nevins Lynn, Kearney; Bud Warrick,
Missouri Valley, la.; Johnny Matthews,
Albion, and

Bill Mack,

Fremont.

operator of the Mainstreet, Independence, now a Griffith-Dickinson unit;
Temple Devilblis, Griffith-Dickinson construction engineer; Art Pugh, Fredonia,
Kas.; Glen Klock, Neodesha, Kas.; Tom
Reed, Oklahoma City; Fred Fees, Parsons,
Kas.; Charley Gregory, Hal Perrin, Joe
Manfre, Roy Young, Ward Scott, Douglas
Desch, Jack Gregory of Altec; E. C. Leeves,
Finton Jones, Bill Truog, Guy Bradford,
L. J. Kimbriel.

Around $200,000 Being
Spent on Isis Repairs
Kansas

City — Approximately

$200,000

is

being spent in rehabilitating the Fox Isis,
which was gutted by fire in the spring.
Fox

Midwest will operate the theatre under a ten-year lease. With air conditioning, all new equipment, a new style, 1,800
seats, unwindowed walls, etc., the Isis will
be, when it opens in September or October, one of the ace suburbans of town.
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: : June

24, 1939

car up

....AW,
Jesse

Carter

—
had

SHUCKS!

From

the Tall Corn — By RENE

the cooling system

at

Jim Fair’s Elite Theatre in Laurens all
ready to try out when the weather got so
cold they had to turn on the oil burner
instead.
Bob

and

Zoe

Dawson

are well satisfied

with the appearance of the Rozoda in Redfield since they have finished putting new
wood around the stage and on the ceiling.
We

met

M. L. Dixon

of Mt. Pleasant

on

the steps at Warner Bros. Monday. He’s
just back from the New York fair and is
probably the most dignified-looking
hibitor we’ve seen to date.

ex-

We’re looking forward to seeing a lot of
exhibitors at the premiere July 2. Don’t
disappoint us!
We stopped in front of Bill Toney’s and
chatted with George W. Woods, the new
owner of Panora’s Ritz Theatre. He’s a
novice to the biz and comes from Plymouth
county . . . We’ll bet he’s a hard
and we hope he makes good.

worker

K. D. Long opened the New Bode at
Bode, Iowa, a few weeks back. This is
the

town’s

first theatre.

for A. B. Pettit at Winvacation from his Iowa

Theatre. Where ya goin’ A. B.? Why not
make the “Career” premiere July 2 a
starter?
Some

fancy new

letters tell Coon

film fans that F. V. Rafferty’s
called the Lyric.

Rapids

theatre

is

Service Theatre Supply are helping H. A.
Johnson give Diagonal, la., patrons a cool
reception at his theatre this summer. Johnson plans to open the Cozy at Wilton
Junction September 1.
Fred
Oxford

down

the Row

these days.

We don’t see how Ed L. Hahn keeps
track of himself. He runs the theatre at
Morning Sun and did live at Winfield, but
now he’s moved to Muscatine.

McCLUSKEY

It’s about time
terset to take a

and

Fritz opened the New Oxford at
Junction June 14. He has completely redecorated, including new chairs

“Career” Capers: Emil Franke risking
life and limb to supervise the building of
that 20-foot framework for premiere signs
over

the

Orpheum . . . Dave Dewey returning from a ten-day vacation to dis-

cover he’s it to see that the “World’s
Largest Dance floor” gets put down over
the Drake Stadium field . . . Ray Blank
playing editor by rating the second premiere story to break as bigger news than
a $100 extortion yarn . . . Branton asking
the photographer if he should stop wearing his spotlight long enough for him to
snap that R&T picture but it seems the
reflection off Art Stolte’s bald pate bothered more . . . Charles Levy, RKO representative from New York, eating lunch at
Michaels

like a veteran

Tri-Stater

almost

and carpeting . . . Elmer Burch at Tingley installed a new cooling system there

his first day in town . . . G. Ralph conferring with R&T sports writers about the
golf tourney in which the stars are to

and bought a new screen for his Kellerton la. house. Service Theatre handled
these jobs.

participate here . . . hot-shot booth appearing inside the Orpheum lobby hawking
premiere tickets.

How

did G. H. Maxon

of Jewell, la., get

worried about a 200-mile trip when
really only a 35-mile jaunt? Sumpin
there, Maxon, my boy!
Edna Rector, who operates
at Sioux Rapids, is driving a

it was
funny

the Star
fine new

Even if Art Anderson hadn't said our
column is so-o-o-o-o good, we’d still say
he looks swell in those green slacks with
lighter green sport shirt — sorta sets off his
sun-tanned skin and sun-bleached hair —
but somebody oughta tell Art that wings
just don’t go with

that twinkle

in his eye.

Bud Shumow, M-G-M’s newest booker,
seems to know his exhibitors and is an
observing kid for his age, seeing to it that
we didn’t miss that blue-shirt-yellow-tie
combination Clifford Anderson of Lohrvi lie's Royal Theatre was wearing. We
didn’t miss that black-and-white checked
number Frank Gaskill, first booker, was
wearing, either.

gOOBOQP!
Dittumdattum! Whatamchu!
. . . What’s the idea, Chick Friedman,
letting Columnist Ashby scoop us on the
big news that your enviable career almost

Wayne Dutton of the Castle and Plaza
Theatres in Manchester has a cottage on
the lake this year. Now he can catch up
on his back wading.

ended when you were molested by ' three
indiscriminating little fishies while paddling around in Lake Ahquabi?

J. O. Doop of Adel, Harry Huddleston
of the Gilmore, in Gilmore City, C. A.
Lane who operates four circuits of small
towns in the vicinity of Carroll, J. D. Peck
of Van Cleve, Jack Bouma of the Rialto
in Pocahontas, Howard Pollard of Reinbeck and Dysart, Mrs. Yates of the Strand
in Mystic, Bill Eddy of Indianola and Mt.
Ayr, Ernie Michaels of the Strand in Leon,
and Verne Hagemann of Waverly were
some of the exhibitors who flooded the
Row

recently . . , Marian Temple at Republic said a number of them showed

sheepish faces at Elmer Tilton’s domain
here on the same day “Hopalong” Cassidy
was in town, but wouldn’t admit they were
being disloyal to Gene Autrey and Roy
Rogers.
F. R.
la., was
around
Larson
theatre

Bandy of the Princess in Britt,
seen showing two Svenska boys
the Row this week. They were
and Peterson, new owners of the
at Thompson, la.

Lou Kahn, the personality kid from Lee
Township, has all the other boys in his
district green with envy because of a new
marquee on his Grand Theatre.
BOXOFFICE
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Albert R. Riley’s five-year-old Boston
terrier isn’t a flicker fan, but when the
films are mentioned, she crawls in the
closet and sulks because she knows she
can’t go (boyohboy! what’ll
she hears about “Career?” )

she

do when

In his column, “Spotlight and Reel,”
Keith Wilson writes “Over a cup of beer
(beer, Keith?) during our Golden Spike
days

the prominent Des Moines newspaperman, Ken Clayton, admitted before at
least a score of Omaha witnesses that his
city was more than a little envious of us.
It may be assumed, then, that DM will
go to town on the unveiling of ‘Career’.”
Like Ole Man Mose, the green-eyed mon-,
ster is dead, Keith.
Speaking of newsmen and “Career” reminds us to remark about the lead on Mr.
Clayton’s page one premiere story Sunday. It read: “Will be held.” And do you
recall, Mr. Clayton, how you cast eyes
heavenward in horror because our premiere
story in Boxqffice used the same verb?
You said no self-respecting newsman
would

use that excess

Lewis

word

“held.”

Alleman, RKO’s New York representative here for “Career,” is well-supplied with offices . . . one at Lou Elman’s

RKO

establishment:

one

at the smart

new

Tri-States’ suite; one at the Fort Des
Moines, and a portable one in a zipper case
from which he is as inseparable as he is
from the white carnation he always wears.
Private

Albert

Melton

Hadlock

of Fort

Des Moines got a big kick out of Bill Boyd's
visit here. Private Hadlock says he was
in the troop that
First Command”

helped Boyd make “ His
in 1930 at Fort Riley,

Kas. Hadlock claims “Hopalong”
adept at stable police, too.

was

very

We got wind of a small smudge at Iowa
Film, but lies and McKinney threw cold
water on the story . . . M-G-M’s Oriet
Sheldahl is cooking breakfast for two now
. . . V. W. Montgomery is the guy who’s
eating the other piece of burnt toast. Bob
Johns is one of Metro’s best boosters.
He’s all enthusiasm about an accessory
sales drive and talks a hot Tarzan pic.
Jerry

Bahner,

the lucky

dog, will swim

in Minnesota’s cool lakes off and on all
summer. He was promoted to ad sales
manager of Par amount’ s office there and
starts June 26. Conrad Curtis, Jerry’s assistant here, will step up to sales manager in Des Moines . . . Ray Copeland, his
bookers and his salesmen returned from
the California convention swearing it’s a
Paramount year. Do we hear any objechome
now

tions?. . . Slater O’Hare is building
in DM, and when we asked
land what it looked like, he said that
it is a hole in the ground and

a new
Coperight
sorta

square.
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Film Ball an Auxiliary
To " Career " Premiere
JELLIED
States convention incidents
they’re still talking about: Herman
Robbins’ lavish hospitality to all and sundry in his Nicollet Hotel suite where everybody was made welcome in the National
Screen manner and treated to the best in

show”
which

beverages and fellowship . . . Bill Elson’s
usual fine work as convention banquet

Genialty of Ed. Auger and H. B. Snook,
RCA Photophone executives, taken well in
tow by their capable local representative,
A. P. Bill . . . The radio talks by Col.
Cole and Abram F. Myers . . . The hardworking Mike Manas and his assistants
behind the Variety Club bar . . . Harry
Dryer and Bill Watmough making themselves generally useful and seeing everything ran along smoothly at the club . . .
Clarence K. Olson and Charlie Jackson,
et al„ of Warner helping to entertain the
visitors . . . The veterans, Tom and Eddie
Burke, renewing old acquaintances.

toastmaster, his quick-triggered and exceedingly clever wit and humor, working
on all cylinders and winning the plaudits
of all those present . . . The greatest turnout of industry big shots for any exhibitor
convention ever held.
The
passed

special
around

Minneapolis Star edition
at the banquet, relating,

among other things, “M-G-M Sells Out to
Monogram,” “Schenck Named Office Boy
to Eddie Golden,” ‘‘Rodgers Quits M-G-M
to Sell Apple Sauce,” “Allied and MPTOA
in Big Merger” and “Governor Stassen (of
Minnesota) Wants to Join Industry Arbitration Board” . . . The ovations accorded Bill Rodgers at the convention and
the banquet.
W.

A. Steffes’ moderate speech, pleading for fair treatment and courtesy for

the producer- distributor representatives,
winding up, however, with the injunction
that the open forum shouldn’t be a pink
tea affair. Doing the utmost himself to
keep it from degenerating into that by his
vitriolic denunciation from the convention
floor of film salesmen whom he accused
of chiseling under the code. Leave it to
A1 to put punch, color and life into any
meeting.
The Steffes flair for showmanship again
demonstrated at the banquet when the
speakers’ tables guests marched in with
Gov. H. B. Stassen of Minnesota at their
head and the big orchestra appropriately
playing the Minnesota football rouser song
. . . The splendid impression made by Governor Stassen because of his looks, personality, what he said and how he said it
. . . The tribute paid by Sidney Samuelson
on the convention floor to Steffes for the
latter’s 20 years of exhibitor
“and still fighting.”

leadership

Perfect convention and banquet arrangements for which Steffes must take a bow
. . . The unconcealed anger of W. H.
Rodgers when he dramatically strode to
the dais after being burned up by statements in the Allied negotiating committee report recommending code rejecting
and, in effect, charging the Rodgers’ crowd
with bad faith . . . The ready flow of wit
and all-around cleverness of Grad Sears
during his several banquet speeches. Grad
handled himself like a million dollars and
more than got back into the good graces

. . . The becoming calmness with
the venerable Col. H. A. Cole presided over the sessions . . . The great job
done by the Twin City Variety Club in
helping to entertain the visiting firemen
and their wives.

Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included Charles Hyde, Pierre, S. D.; A.
Kruger, Leadwood City, Wis.; Clint Noreen, Fredric, Wis.; Charlie Lyons, Aitken,
Minn.; John PiUer, Valley City, N. D.;
Don Buckley, Redwood Falls, Minn., and
Andy Anderson, Detroit Lakes, Minn. . . .
Ken Gray, National Screen office manager,
back from a New York honeymoon . . .
Dinah Satz of the Columbia office staff
vacationing at the New York World’s Fair
. . . Lowell Kaplan of the Eddie Ruben
staff and Bill Evidon, Columbia head booker, planning a motor trip to California
next month. They wish to give the studios
the once over. Ben Spewak, young capitalist, will accompany them.
J. W. MacFarland, National Screen Service branch manager, getting a bad break.
Having to spend his vacation in and around
Minneapolis so that he will be close to
the business pending the coming up of
several important matters. He’s an expert
and enthusiastic fisherman, however, and
he’ll take fishing jaunts to the many lakes
near the city . . . Herb Blass, Warner office manager, in New York, seeing the
World’s

Fair

and

other

sights.

Winners of the Grad Sears’ drive prizes
in the recent sales contest at the local
Warner branch tossed a steak dinner for
the rest of the personnel at the Log Cabin,
Robbinsdale, Minn. . . . Sunday show business all shot by the bad storm, including
the tornado that killed ten people at Anoka,
Minneapolis suburb . . . Irving Gillman’s
Time Theatre has a strong lineup of foreign films and will go in for this type of
film entertainment almost entirely . . .
Bob Ableson, Paramount salesman, a 100
per center. Good work. Bob!

Baseball

Giveaways

of some of the boys who didn’t like his
convention expressions anent the cancellation clause.

Minneapolis — Giveaway nights, plus special stunts, now are a special inducement

Plenty of evidence of Nathan Yamins’
brains during the convention proceedings

of the Minneapolis American Ass’n baseball team to fans to attend the nocturnal contests. Last Monday lucky ticket
holders received free groceries and there
was a milking contest between two players.

. . . The M-G-M booth so charmingly
sided over by Morrie Abrams, live-wire
ploiteer, and his lovely daughter, Lois.
attractiveness of the girls who passed
M-G-M
cigarettes, candy
mato juice cocktails, much
the
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trade.

Leave

it to Leo

preexThe
out

kisses and toappreciated by
to “steal

the

Now

"Eternally Yours"

Hollywood — “Eternally Yours” is the
new title for the United Artists production, “Whose Wife?”

Des

Moines — Preparations
miere here of “Career,”

for the pre-

July

2, include

plans for a gigantic “Moonlight Movie
Ball” to be held at the Drake Stadium
where a special dance floor will be constructed: a surprise event in the launching by Tri-States Theatres of some Iowa
girl on what may be a Hollywood career,
and the awarding of an automobile to the
holder of the lucky stub, the stubs being
obtainable now with all purchases made
in various Des Moines stores.
Glen Gray and his Casa Loma orchestra
have been engaged to play at the ball, for
which, in addition to the large dance floor,
seating arrangements to accommodate 22,000 are being made. Tom Archer, head of
the Archer ballroom circuit, and A. C.
Stolte are chairmen in charge of arrangements, and are being assisted by Charles
Levy, RKO’s representative, who is here
from New York.
A reception and parade for the stars and
executives who will train in July 1 are part
of the premiere plans.

Cinema Supplies Control
Passes to M. E . Frosch
Minneapolis — A deal has been closed by
Maitland E. Frosch whereby he acquires
the Cinema Supplies, Inc., one of the territory’s leading equipment manufacturers
and distributors, from Joe Numero and
Ted Karatz who henceforth will confine
their activities to theatre
turing.

seat

manufac-

Frosch has been connected with the National Theatre Supply Co. for the past ten
years — approximately the length of time
that Cinema Supplies, which has grown
into one of the largest companies of its
kind in the west, has been in existence.
Frosch states that he will announce the
name of the new company, of which he is
sole owner, on July 1, the date that he
formally takes over Cinema Supplies. For
the present the company will retain its
present quarters at 38 Glenwood Ave.
The new owner of Cinema Supplies is
one of the most popular film men in the
industry hereabouts
lowing of friends.

and

has

a large fol-

Prokop of Wahoo. Neb.,
Retires After 50 Years
Lincoln — Charles
who showed Darryl

Prokop, 65, the man
Zanuck his first film

in his hometown of Wahoo, Neb., has retired after 50 years in several branches of
the show business.
He sold his theatre, the Wahoo, to A. R.
Miller, of Audubon, la.
Prokop came first to Wahoo in 1909
and took over the old Opera House. He
had been a musician in the bands of such
circuses as Ringling Bros., Barnum &
Bailey, Campbell Bros, and Gollmar Bros.

Directs "Girl From

Rio"

Hollywood — “The Girl From Rio,” which
E. B. Derr produces for Monogram, will
be directed by Lambert Hillyer. Movita is
featured.
BOXOFFICE
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Pennsylvania Chain
Tax Invalidated
Harrisburg — The Pennsylvania Supreme Court this week invalidated the
chain store and theatre tax by upholding
a decision of the Dauphin county court
which had ruled the levy unconstitutional.
Enacted by the 1937 legislature, the tax
law had been set back by the Dauphin
decision three months ago at which time
the state took an appeal to the high bench.
Warner Bros.’ theatres and
Company of America were

the Stanley
among the

“chain” leaders who opposed the tax.
The tax ranged from $1 to $500 a year
under the law which has been banned
under this week’s decision. The measure,
which would have affected 70,000 retail
establishments and theatres, had been intended to raise 1% millions a year to provide pay increases for teachers in more
than 2,000 fourth-class school districts.
Only last week application blanks for
the chain store and theatre tax for the
year June 1, 1939 to May 31, 1940 were
mailed to theatres, stores, filling stations
and all other mercantile places in Pennsylvania.
Despite

National

Theatres

Reports
By

Occupy

Auto

H. F. REVES

Detroit — Local reports have pointed with
increasing frequency in the last few weeks
to the possibility that National Theatres,
now in general control of the 6,000 seat
Fox here, may strengthen their Detroit
position by building up a small local chain.
Detroit has been notoriously the one big
city in the country where the national
circuits have been weak with the sole exception of the Paramount group, represented, of course, by United Detroit circuit. Other groups, such as Loew’s, and
Warner Bros., have never even entered the
local picture, although Loew's is supposed
to have taken over the United Artists here
some few years ago, in turn handing over
operation to UDT once more.
The Fox, passing through a long course
of receivership, entirely apart from the
national difficulties of Fox interests, has
generally lost money, and by many showmen is considered a liability rather than
an asset when capital cost is considered.
Under the present setup, the house is a
lone wolf here, with continued first runs

litigation, including various injunctions, preventing collection of the tax
by large chains of stores and theatres,
about $500,000 had been collected last
year. This money is held in the state
treasury and will be refunded.

and “B” product of 20th-Fox and RKO
going to the Adams, a Balaban-operated
first run, while the Fox gets first choice.

Bid Adieu to Lelko at
Testimonial Dinner

month that the Madison, formerly UDT’s
headquarters house, and dark for a year,
would become an outlet for the Skouras
interests, and, in fact, such a project was
discussed at a conference of local show
executives recently, but, as far as can be
learned, it was more a talking point to
gain certain objectives under discussion,
than an actual possibility at the time. It

Pittsburgh — George Lefko, recently
shifted from the local office to the Cleveland branch for RKO-Radio, was honored
at a testimonial dinner here one day last
week which was arranged and staged in
the short space of a few hours. He was
presented with a platinum watch inlaid
with diamonds. Attending the dinner at
the Variety Club were James H. Alexander, Sam Amdur, Burtus Bishop jr„
Mark Goldman, Mark Browar, Harry Feinstein, Herb Greenblatt, Joseph Gins, Jack
Graham, Art Levy, John T. McGreevey,
Sam Neaman, Leon Reichblum, Dave Silverman, Jake Soltz and Tony Stern.
Lefko was succeeded at the local branch
by Herb Greenblatt, formerly Cleveland
manager for RKO.

Michigan Allied Regional
Slated at Grand Rapids
Detroit — A regional meeting of Allied
Theatres of Michigan was scheduled for
June 20 at the Morton Hotel, Grand Rapids, Mich.

No

direct second run or subsequent outlet is available for this product, except
through negotiations with independent
operators.
Reports were fairly strong in the past

is considered

unlikely that UDT

Flesher Into Koppel

a “Ghost

re-

Deny Plans lor
Detroit Chain
New

York — Reports

from

Detroit

that

National Theatres is planning to develop a small circuit in the automobile
city with the Madison as the first of
the new ventures are denied here. Executives of the circuit point out the
Fox,

which

has

had

the

Adams

interest,
deal,

National

took

over,

operating

agreement

with

for

years

an
as

has

a

recently

three

consequence

been

taken

The appearance
Edward Zabel and
Detroit

last

Rodgers

and

connection

over

and
of the

with

E. M.

Saunders

a

product

William
was

deal

to do

F.
in

for the

with

booking

deal, planning
weeks for home

ferences. Larry Kent
department.

lease the house for opposition purposes,
although the circuit is understood to have
practically surrendered interest in the
house some time ago.
The

recent rush of new theatre construction in Detroit, especially on the east

side, has led several showmen to the conclusion that national interests might be
back of some of this, but no evidence of
this is actually visible. Actual operating
management of two new houses, the Esquire and the Alpine, remains a mystery,
with the first nearly ready to open, and the
latter still on paper, but there is no reason to assume any new interests entering
the local picture.
A

That

some
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ME

anomalous

position in the Skouras interests is necessary is obvious, but it could be either an
entry

into the local field on a more extensive basis, or a -withdrawal, by turning
over the Fox to other interests. It was
several times reported about two years ago
that United Detroit Theatres
ed in acquiring the house,

was interestbut a major

objection was the product situation — such a
nearly 100 per cent control of the first
runs would mean no major outlet for product not signed up by UDT, and possibly
further block the periodical “film blockade” the town usually meets each fall.

It was just learned that Skouras executives informally proposed to Co-Operative
Theatres leaders, who were recently on a
pilgrimage to New York, that they take
over the Fox, presumably for booking, while
the management would remain as at present. The Co-Op men took up the proposal seriously, but nothing definite has
developed on this point.
Such a move would have interesting
repercussions, in immeasurably strengthening the position of Co-Op, which, while
the strongest group in the city as far as
subsequent runs are concerned, entirely
lacks a major downtown house.

MPTO ol W. Pa. Receives
Allied Parley Report
Pittsburgh — MPTO of W. Pa., Inc., met
in special session Tuesday afternoon for a
report of the officers and members who
were in attendance at the Minneapolis
Allied convention. The meeting was for
members only. A luncheon was arranged
prior to the meeting, at the William Penn
Hotel.

is head

Among those who attended the Minneapolis convention were M. A. Rosenberg,
president; Fred J. Herrington, secretary;
William R. Wheat jr„ E. T. Beedle, Frank
Panoplos,

William

and

Harry

Walker.

MPTO

to remain
office con-

Convention

Date Soon

Pittsburgh — Date for the annual convention of the MPTO of W. Pa., Inc., will
be set at the next

directors’ meeting.

of FWC's

Hollywood — Harold
Columbia’s

::

to Co-Op

Shumate

To Script "Konga"

Town.”
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Bid

solution of present

De-

Larry Kent, brother of S. R., president
of 20th-Fox, is here from the coast on
the M-G-M
two or three

City

by National.

week

with

this
Fox

of Spyros Skouras,
Milton Hossfeld in

circuit and had nothing
troit, it is stated.

Koppel, Pa. — Koppel Theatre has been
acquired by Earl Flesher of Ellwood City.
House had been reopened by M. F. Steiner
when the community had been known as

would

Expansion

will script

“Konga.”
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Extension Puis Ohio

ing largely on the attraction of the lower
price, with double features, to bring in
enough

extra patrons to make up the difference. First impression of local observers
is that the house has not been able to do

Tax Action Back

this, even
Columbus, Ohio — With the granting of
the second extension of time in the two
suits against the Ohio tax commission, challenging their right to exempt
film rentals from payment of sales tax,
it now becomes apparent that actual trial
date will be postponed for nearly three
months. An answer to the two writs of
mandamus was due June 15, but at the
last minute the attorney for the defense
was granted a continuance until July 1.
Wendt,

Akron,

of the

attorney

change was necessitated by the resignation of Judge Ford when he became a
member of the state tax board.
plaintiff

attorney,

W.

S.

Cowan, renames the defendants, a decision in his favor would be of little value.
It has been noted that Attorney Cowan
names the Ohio tax commission as defendants, but recently this commission
was abolished. At present a commissioner
and board direct the Ohio tax setup. The
only legal way to collect the estimated
$1,250,000 involved would be to name the
new commissioner and board members as
the defendants.
A Boxoffice correspondent learned of
the initial steps planned by the defense.
Unofficially it was understood that Attorney Wendt will present a demurrer on
July 1 in lieu of a formal answer to the
writs of mandamus. He will contend that
the taxpayers suits are illegal. The judges
in the Franklin county court of appeals
must then rule on the validity of the suits,
and of which there is but little doubt. The
next move will be a court order for the defense to file a definite answer preparatory
to actual hearings, but court will not again
be in session until September 5.

— Jim West

Detroit — Precedent in continued firstrun policies was broken when a double film
bill was moved intact from the Fox to the
Adams Theatre. Such a move has never
been done here before.
Under the long-standing agreement for
pooling films between these two houses,
an arrangement generally inherited by the
Adams from the former RKO Downtown,
many individual pictures have been moved
from the Fox to the Adams, but the Fox
has hitherto always had stage shows. Its
new straight film policy made possible the
transfer of both pictures intact.
The pictures so moved are “The
Never Sets” and “Sorority House.”

Sun

Sale at Tarentum
Tarentum, Pa. — Palace Theatre, owned
by William L. Brown and Gregory Kusulis,
is listed for sale by the sheriff of Allegheny county, July 3. The amount of
$82,900 is listed against the property.
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Photo

in-

Individual

The

Detroit

Metro

branch

ing the 20 th anniversary

is celebratof Frank

J.

Downey’s connection with the company by tying him in with the national
billing campaign running from June
20 to August

it, but

considerable rain, which discouraged outings and sent entertainment-minded Detroiters into the theatres. Grosses went up
SRO peak in a number of
stances cn Saturday and Sunday.

in-

With this situation in mind, demand for
price drops has been relatively slight, with
all eyes centered on the Michigan Theatre,
whose action will probably determine the
price policy of Detroit houses for the summer. With its opposition, the Fox, dropped
to 55 cents, the spread between first and
second runs is down to a nickel at some
mem-

Tire Michigan’s 65-cent price is being
maintained, and the first two weeks of
opposition to the lower price at the Fox
has meant sufficiently good business — particularly with “Juarez,” to justify the
higher price. United Detroit circuit, operating the Michigan, also has a sizeable investment in keeping up the city-wide price
level, with the circuit’s 16 other houses,
mostly neighborhoods, following the Michigan. A cut at the ace house automatically means a cut everywhere else in competitive locations, in the opinion of experienced exhibitors who have watched
price shifts follow this course in the city
for years.
couple thousand

the
more

other

hand,

at Adams,

Detroit, Goes

grosses for the past week, and found considerable improvement over recent weeks.
Secret was chiefly a cold weekend, with

on

no

Price Hike

Detroit — Exhibitors locally got a goodsized drop of relief when they figured up

Fox,

also on

making or securing adjustments is not being disclosed, but a reasonable attitude on
the part of exchange managers has been
generally evident where the exhibitor had
a fairly reasonable case to present.

Gross Upturn Checks
Admission Cut Talk

The

sought

general movement for an adjustment has been made. To protect both
exchanges and exhibitors, identity of those

31.

times of the day, as bargain-minded
bers of the public know too well.

relief is being

film rentals. The situation is being handled as a personal one between each exhibitor concerned and individual exchanges. Some exchanges have granted
concessions to a limited extent, to a few
exhibitors, where the conditions justified

In 20th Year —

to the

Double-Bill Moveover Is
Precedental in Detroit

bill that

organized movement. Exhibitors seem generally agreed that to cut out operating
expenses for two or three days a week
would mean the difference between red
and black figures for the summer months.

The

the

excellent

Sentiment for a general agreement, at
least among neighborhood houses, to close
for one change a week for the summer, is
widespread, although not focused in any

general’s legal staff, is now representing
the defense, replacing Judge William Ford.

Unless

an

With generally weaker film product on
the cards for the balance of the summer,
the situation is slightly precarious, and the
threatened price break may occur, but
present evidence agrees with the hope of
exhibitors against it.

taxpayers

Aubrey

with

cluded “Young Mr. Lincoln.”
Relief Avenues Sought

with

a

Over

Detroit — Uncertainty over the local price
situation, with first runs being watched
as a guide to any price move, may be
largely dispelled by a study of what has
happened at the Adams the past four
weeks. A month ago this house raised
prices from 40 to 50 cents, bringing it in
line with the Palms-State and other houses
generally.
Despite this price tilt at a time when
most exhibitors were talking about cutting
admissions, business has not been hurt.
Manager Charles C. Perry reports. In fact,
with a 25 per cent increase in admissions,
net figures have shown a nice rise for the
period.
Important

in this connection

has

been

the presence of strong films such as “Young
Mr. Lincoln.” However, with the experience of the Adams in finding that good
films will draw even with the adverse
effects of a price boost, sentiment for
maintaining existing prices locally has
been strengthened.

"Banko" Rights Awarded
To Novelty Games. Inc .
— Use of the name “Banko” is
Cleveland
exclusively to the Novelty Games,
confined
Inc., of New York, which obtained a permanent injunction from U. S. District
Judge John Paul Jones in the northern
Ohio district court against Lake Shore
Sales Co., of Cleveland, which had been
designating one of their games by the

seats to fill, is bank-

name

“Banko.”
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Another
LOEW’S

BROAD
joined the duo-bill parade, following lead set by RKO at the
Palace and Grand. House used clever
promotion to introduce new policy. Acting
Manager Johnny Hardgrove announced a
ten dollar prize to the first set of twins
born in city over weekend — and named for
any of the stars in the two pictures. (P. S.
He saved his money!) It rated good newspaper space.
Our sympathy to Jack Needham, Fox
salesman in this territory, who lost his
mother last week. She was 92.
C.
after
man
The

Harry
a west
is now
J. Real

dropped

Schreiber is back at his desk
coast vacation . . . Cliff Bozvacationing in Maryland . . .
Neth neighborhood chain has

the penny-added-tax

to Schines

Cleveland First-Run
Business Improves

Bowling Green, Ohio — The Cla-Zell
Theatre, long owned and operated by Clark
M. Young, last week became another link
in the Schine circuit. Young retains an
interest in the house, it is understood, but
all buying and booking will be done by
Schine.

Cleveland — First-run business
ter for the week than it had

several previous stanzas. And this in spite
of the fact that three of the five local
downtown first-run houses were playing
holdovers. The holdovers were “Juarez”
at the Allen, third week; “Confessions of
a Nazi Spy” at the RKO Palace, second

Subs for Hensen
Canton,

Ohio — Joseph

W.

was betbeen for

Standish

is

week; “It’s a Wonderful World,” Loew’s
Stillman, second week. “Goodbye, Mr.
Chips” at Loew’s State and “Only Angels
Have Wings” at Warner’s Hippodrome, the
only new releases of the week, are both
being held a second week.

serving as relief manager at Loew’s Theatre here in the absence of Manager Frank
A. Hensen, who is in Boston, on vacation.
Mr. Standish is a
former actor and
manager.

. . . Walter

Compton, formerly Loew’s press agent, was
in town renewing old acquaintances. He
is now with Republic’s
ment in Hollywood.

publicity

depart-

Virgil Jackson made the society pages
Sunday being pictured with his kids in a
“Fathers’ Day” layout . . . The Exhibit,
Charlie Justus’ small downtowner, is running vaude on weekends . . . “Pete” Wood
is again on the sick list . . . Hear that Max
Margolis is back on the job in Cincinnati.
We

tip our hat to Manager

F. J. Sum-

mers of Akron’s Palace. For the past year
he has been leading the city in attendance grosses. And we think the secret of
his success has been in smart booking.
From time to time he spot books flesh;
augments weak sister bills with second
feature, and runs single programs when
quality of product warrants such treatment.
Bernie Gardner, Paramount salesman for
the territory, is back after the convention
on the coast looking fit as a fiddle . . .
Nat Holt jr. stopped in town en route to
a California vacation . . . Al Gregg, Republic advance man, was in to plug “Man
of Conquest” . . . Bob Wunderlin, freelance publicist, has forsaken the “daum
patrol” for a bride . . . Noel Baker is
spending his vacation fishing on Lake Erie
. . . Business
sensational.
Friends
Rudy

on “ Goodbye , Mr. Chips”

was

Another
This

beautiful

again

here

have

received

word

Knoepfle, Kentucky salesman
public, is back in the territory.

that

for Re-

Phil Wood jr.’s marriage to Miss Virginia Fox is set for June 26. He is the son
of P. J. Wood, sr„ secretary of the Ohio
ITO. The couple will live in Philadelphia
where he is associated with RCA.

Plan Late July Opening
For New Wheeling Unit
Wheeling, W. Va. — The new Pike Theatre, on the National Pike road, is well
under way and will be ready for opening
late in July or early in August, officials of
the West Virginia Theatrical Enterprises,
Inc., have announced.
The firm also operates the
Court, Virginia, Liberty and the
theatres in Wheeling.
BOXOFFICE
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Capitol,
Victoria

F & Y Triumph
new

demonstrates

theatre

at Chardon,

Ohio,

that F & Y Building Service

design and erection plan with complete, centralized responsibility does produce more glamour,
more comfort, more efficient theatres and more
"boxoffice"
Convince

at lower cost.
yourself.

Go

to see

the Geauga

or

any of the many other F & Y designed and built
theatres. Talk to the owners. Then talk to us,
and you

will understand:

" The Buildings We

Build, Build Our Business’ >

THE F&y BUILDING
Theatre
328 East Town

SERVICE

Division

St. —

Columbus,

Ohio
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^^ILLIAM A. CASSIDY has closed the
De Luxe Theatre at Saginaw, Mich.,

some photos of the Fox
Stage Door Bar.

for the summer, because of street widening which has hurt business at the house
seriously. Wisper and Wetsman may do
the same to the big Roosevelt here. House
is on the edge of the Gratiot widening
project, and access will be difficult for
several months.

Betty Bryden, Detroit booking agent, was
one of the few Americans presented to the
King and Queen of England, at London,
Ont. She is a former Rhodes scholar at
McGill University and went to school in

“Gunga Din” drew in crowds that were
too big for the Colonial, Beacon, Palmer
Park and Booth to handle over the weekend, Raymond E. Moon, manager of Mutual Theatres, reports.
Moon doesn’t believe in writing letters
any more — he’s tried it. His office becomes a “deserted village’’ when Partner
James Robertson takes a day off.

Scotland

with

Dansonettes

the Queen’s

in his

sister.

Hal Burriss reports the Grayling trip was
postponed because of the illness of Wayne
Edwards, Variety trumpeter , now recovering . . . John Dembeck of M-G-M wa?its
us to explain he wears those colored glasses
on a doctor’s prescription. His eyes are
really weak — had measles once and they’re
not sun glasses.

Alice Gorham of UDT is taking in the
N. Y. Fair and will attend the national
advertising convention as president of the
Detroit Women’s Advertising Club . . . Lee
Elman, booker with Del-Ray Attractions
office, has resigned. Betty Bryden is taking over his department.
George Puget is back with the Gus Sun
office as booker . . . Harry Remington is
doubling as chauffeur for Dave Idzal as
well as publicity manager.
Ted Rogvoy, theatrical architect, has
some remodeling plans up his sleeve . . .
Add

to the commuters:

Bill Jackson,

ma-

jor-domo of the Fox, now on “day shift,”
and coming in daily from Lake St. Claire.
He takes his real vacation first two weeks
of July.
Sam

Jack Kaufman has temporarily disbanded the Fox Theatre orchestra, and is
leaving soon for a vacation in northern
Michigan . . . Sam Harris is putting up
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Mrs.

Max

Manteuffel

is putting

on

a new

cooling system into her Martha Washington at Hamtramck, Manager Frank Strukel
discloses . . . E. M. Saunders, W. F.
Rodgers and Detroit’s own Jack Flynn
in town over the weekend to meet

were
with

Russell

Young

reports

that the

Papuga

reports

the

Frontenac,

which he manages for John O'Dell jr., has
adopted silverware giveaways . . . Joseph
Urban, manager of Louis Schlussel’s Farnum, in Hamtramck, says some improvements are planned for 1940. House was
practically rebuilt two years ago, and is
in fine condition for a neighborhood.
UDT’s Michigan was host on Sunday to
a boy and a girl from Detroit orphanages
to celebrate Children’s Day. The pair were
guests of the Statler Hotel for the day,

Walter Myor of the Adams wishes they’d
extend the air conditioning installation
clear out to the lobby where he is stationed. . . Bill Carlson, Jack Douglas and
Walter Fuller are in a new partnership
venture — Jack Douglas Associates, and are
opening new offices in the Book Bldg.

at her old home

Ben Cohen, circuit operator, is back
the job after his long convalescence.

Frank

been

Fred DeLodder’s Del-The is having an
air conditioning installation . . . Ray Moon,
living at the Alden Park Manor now, gets
fast bus service practically to his office
door.

vacation

of the Shelby

Corn Robot is being tried out for national placement by Paramount Theatres
. . . Col. MacCoy, in town from selling
for Columbia, spent the weekend rushing
from one appointment to another.

Jack Krass, of the Coliseum and Oakman, has been confined to his home by
illness, with Mrs. Krass in command again.

from a month’s
in Joplin.

owner

retiring after a successful year as vicepresident and general manager of the Detroit Model Railroad Club.

William

has been playing opposition to a free motion picture show spotted right in his own

he’s one of the hatless crew — was off again
to St. Louis to meet Mrs. Perry, returning

Meyers,

Mich., has withdrawn from Muwill book independently hereafMoon, Mutual general manager,
. . Emil H. Beck, film booker, is

Pop

business, and will retire from business herself . . . E. P. Dalton of Saint Charles

Charles C. Perry, Variety president, back
from the New York Fair, where he lunch eoned with H. M. Richey, plus a sunburn —

Hazel

Butterfield, United Detroit, and Co-operative executives, discussing new season deals.

Mrs. Harry Gosline, ividow of the popular Port Huron exhibitor who died recently, is disposing of the Ritz Theatre
there to Louis Fear, a newcomer to show

town — most of ’em in Michigan have
picking theatreless towns so far.

Mrs.

at Shelby,
tual and
ter, Ray
reports .

the Michigan
ment end.

— Photo

by Shurmur

Passing the Gavel —
Transfer of authority in the Detroit
Theatrical Post, American Legion, is
shown in the above photo. Left to
right: First Commander Gilbert E.
Light, new commander; Max Kolin,
retiring commander; Jack Ferentz
(with gavel), and Past Commander
Bud Cusick.

Dembeck

leaves on vacation

June

23 and

goes “as far west as my money lasts” . . .
Universal had a preview Monday of “The
Mikado” for the local motion picture council.
Harold Sandelman is taking his trade
paper reading pretty seriously nowadays
. . . Stanley Fisher manages to get around
in time to have breakfast with us for lunch
. . . Ralph Peckham, Grand National manager, is back in harness at his old Detroit
post again.
Gus Greening, veteran theatre manager
of many houses here, is better now, friends
report, and able to walk around the house
a bit. He likes visitors . . . A1 Champaign, 20th-Fox booker, left Monday to
vacation upstate, fishing.

cooperating

on

the

amuse-

Alterations to the air conditioning system at the Great Lakes, operated by Funk
& Lancaster, are underway.
Robert Waters, production manager of
Brobuck, Inc., is vacationing for two weeks
at his former home in New Jersey . . . Ray
Branch, president of Allied Theatres of
Michigan, has returned home from a trip
to Minneapolis . . . William Guentsche,
of the Lakewood Theatre, and Mrs. Guentsche, Harry Schreiber and Bill London,
were visitors to the convention.
Kay

Woodhead, the girl with the remarkable memory for voices, secretary of
Ross Federal Service here, left this week
on her summer vacation and a trip to the
New York Fair.
Robert

C. Frymire, recently of Philadelphia, has been appointed assistant manager of the Detroit branch of Ross Federal Service . . . Detroit won second place
in the nation-wide Annual Gold Panners
Contest of the Ross Federal Service, losing first place to Omaha by 36 per cent.
Censor Charles W. Snyder is promoting
the sale of tickets for the Police Field Day,
August 12 . . . Jack Howard, Paramount
chieftain, back with his crew from the
Hollywood convention, is making final
plans for the big Variety golf tournament
in August.
G. F. LeVeque, owner of Cinema Service,
(Continued on page 102)
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Ohio Sunday Show

Of Reissues

Law Aggrandized

In Active State

Pittsburgh —
After 36 years "The
Great Train Robbery" was on exhibition here this week.
The movies'

Cambridge, Ohio — Although the state
law prohibits the exhibition of motion pictures on Sunday mornings only, the supreme court upheld a Cambridge city
ordinance prohibiting
tures Sundays.

Theatre Building Is

The Grand-Daddy

the showing

initial "meller-drama" of the year
1903 was featured at the Art Cinema
with “The Crisis,"
of Czecho-SIovakia.

documentary

film

of pic-

The case arose when Joseph Elliott,
Cambridge picture house operator, was
arrested Nov. 27, 1938, and fined $50 under provisions of an ordinance. Decision
of the trial court was affirmed by the
court of appeals and the supreme court
refused to review the case.
Elliott contended that the ordinance was
in conflict with the state law, which, while
prohibiting the showing of pictures on
Sunday morning, inferred that exhibitions
could be staged during the remainder of
the day. The court however, took the
position there was no conflict between the
ordinance and the state law.

Carskadon Is Building
Keyser, W. Va House
Keyser, W. Va. — A new theatre on Main
street will be opened by Newton B. Carskadon, local exhibitor. The foundation has
been completed and work is now starting
on the one-story building to be erected
of brick and cinder block. Seating capacity will be around 650.

Script "Four

Wives"

Hollywood — “Four Wives,’’ a sequel to
“Four Daughters,” will be scripted by
Philip and Julius Epstein for Warner.

one
weeks’ duty in the Pittsburgh territory by
District Manager Dave Miller . . . Joe
Kauffman, Universal branch manager, is
“batching” it for a couple of weeks while
his wife is taking a vacation in Martinsville, Ind.
Caldwell Brown, who oums all but one
house in Zanesville, and Mrs. Brown last
week celebrated their thirteenth wedding
anniversary . . . Local M-G-M
exchange
has been host to John Hanna, national
checking supervisor, and to R. L. Long,
auditor.
Vacation timetable: Frank
Fox feature booker, is back

Hunt, 20thafter a two

weeks’ absence . . . M-G-M’s Jean Chapman has returned to her typewriter . . .
Arnold Gates, manager of Loew’s Park
Theatre, is visiting his folks down Chillicothe way . . . Mrs. Jack Lykes, wife of
the Loew’s Stillman manager, is collecting
odd jobs to keep Jack occupied when he
goes off duty next week.
Harry Henderson, manager of the Lorain-Fulton and Jennings theatres, can
think up something better than a boat trip
for a vacation. This decision was reached
as the result of a fishing trip with Urban
Anderson and Jimmy Kalafat and Ralph
Redmond, all well know theatre managers.
Anderson and Redmond are the only
healthy survivors of the trip.
Carl

Laufer

of Trailer-Made

Films

is

visiting the company’s home office in New
York to see the latest plant improvements
and the newest trailer developments.
Ernest

Schwartz,

president

of the Cleve-

land Motion Picture Exhibitors Ass’n, could
not attend the Allied convention in Minneapolis because its date conflicted with his
son’s graduation from Western Reserve
University . . . Si Silverman, manager of
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A 1,500-seat theatre in conjunction with
a 20-suite apartment and store units to
be located at West 105th St. and Lorain
Ave. will be built by Nick Pavle, contractor.
Paul Matzinger is the architect. The
project is estimated to cost $300,000 and
work is to start in July.
In Elyria, John Pekras will spend in the
neighborhood of $225,000 for a 1,500-seat
house with adjacent stores. Plans are
being

prepared
land architect.

In Canton,

by George

Ebeling,

A. G. Constant

Cleve-

will lease from

J. B. and M. M. Mohler, a 750-seat theatre
to be located on N. Main St. Victor A.

CLEVELAND
pETER ROSIAN, Universal’s special sales
representative, has been assigned to two

Cleveland — The theatre building situa- •
tion has taken an upturn during the past
month, with several new projects reported.

of the Associated

circuit houses,

also

Rigaumont of Pittsburgh is the architect.
Bids are being taken now.
William N. Skirball will build an 800-seat
house in Massilon according to plans prepared by Architect John Eberson of New
York. Located on Lincoln Way, the theatre
will have the newest type of equipment
throughout.
Warner Bros, contemplate erection of a
new theatre in Sandusky. They are now

has a son in this year’s Western Reserve
University’s graduating class, in honor of
which he and Mrs. Silverman held an open
house reception for their friends.

negotiating

Milton Mooney, head of Cooperative
Theatres of Ohio, is playing a split week
policy. One half of the week is spent
in Cleveland giving his personal attention
to his northern Ohio accounts, and the
other half in Cincinnati doing likewise for
the southern Ohio accounts.

Promotions tor Two Are
Announced at Akron

Nat

L. Lefton, Republic

franchise

owner

own

for property.

Warner

and operate the Ohio
atres in Sandusky.

and

Plaza

Bros,
the-

Akron, Ohio — Leonard Curry, chief of
staff at the Ohio Theatre for the last
year, has been advanced to the post of
assistant manager at the Berea Theatre,
Berea, Ohio. The Berea playhouse is unland. der the same management as the High-

in Ohio, and Mrs. Lefton had the pleasure of seeing their son, Benton, graduate
from the University of Virginia . . . Col.
Harry E. Long, Loew division manager, and
Mrs. Long are heading toward Canada for
a change of scenery and atmosphere . . .
Everett Steinbuck, Loew State manager, is
flying to Denver to meet his ivife who drove
out with friends. From Denver they will
drive through the national parks. It will

Jack Kerby steps up on the Highland
staff, taking the place vacated by Curry.
Manager Harry Brown also announces
that Ray Essick has succeeded his brother
as assistant at the Highland here.

total a three weeks’ vacation
time Assistant Manager Ted
take over.

Detroit — Brobuck, Inc., announces three
films for the Firestone Tire & Rubber Co.

during which
Teschner ivill

S. P. Gorrel, Republic sales manager,
spent the week around the territory getting
a first hand view of business . . . Sidney
Garfinkle, manager of the Cleveland office of Quality Premium Distributors, reports that his new 14-week cut glass console set summer special is being enthusiastically received by the local trade.
Jack Essick, son of P.
Scoville, Essick and Reif
way to the coast where he
weeks seeing what makes

Series by Firestone

as part of a ten-picture program. The
first three relate to the history of the
product.

by Popular
"A SHPrints
RIEKand

Reissued
With New

in charge of
Theatre, held

an invitational preview of Universal’s “Mikado” at the Lake Theatre last Friday
night. Leading club men and women made
up the guest list. Picture opens next week
at the Palace.

1
i4
◄

E. Essick of the
circuit, is on his
will spend seven
the film wheels

go ’round . . . Clem Pope,
publicity for the RKO Palace

Demand!
Accessories

NIGHT"
THEwithROGERS
IN
GINGER
AND
A

LYLE

Hair-Raising

TALBOT
Mystery

Thriller.

Big Feature Rights
Exchanges/ Inc.

4

\
99

Bank Night Showdown
Temporarily Averted
Mansfield, Ohio — The Madison Theatre here, which three weeks ago inaugurated Bank Night in spite of police threats
of arrest, paid its first award, $300, a few
days

Tom
booker,boy,
genial
jyj-G-M‘s
Thomasis
CarlSmiley,
— a baby
a new dad
jr., having made his arrival at the Smiley
domicile.
The month of August has been designated " Bookers' Month” at Warner, where
the short subject drive noiv in effect will

ago. The expected showdown between police and the theatre failed to
materialize, however due to the fact that
the winning patron had not purchased a
ticket to the theatre, but was in the lobby.
Police Chief Meade K. Bates said he

wind up on the 26th.
are being offered.

would make no arrests as long as the winner had not purchased a ticket and had

Mary’s

paid nothing to participate in the so-called
lottery. He reiterated his intention of
making an arrest the first time the Bank

Bob Laws’ silver wedding anniversary
celebration, held in the Mariemont Inn,
was a social event long to be remembered.
George Roberts and J. J. Grady were

Night

pays off to a person
chased a ticket.

who

has pur-

Cohen

Troy, Ohio — C. F. Pfister, manager of
the Troy Amusement Co., operating the
Mayflower Theatre here, has been arrested on a warrant filed by a citizen, and
charged with promoting a game of chance
in connection with Bank Night, conducted
at this theatre for more than two years.
It is expected to make this another test
case for Ohio on the legality of Bank
Night.

cash

awards

Universal’s West Virginia representative.
Jerry Marks, suffered an injured knee in
an auto accident and was taken to St.

among

Opposition Encountered
By Game in Troy

Liberal

Hospital,

Huntington.

the guests . . . Speaking of weddings, Irvin Sochin, Queen City representative of UA, will marry Miss Anne
of Boston, Mass., July 4f h.

Mr.

and Mrs. George Fettick have returned from their California trip. Warner’s Eleanor Inkrot left for New York.
Paramount’s Bill Meyer left for the west
coast. Universal’s Frank Schreiber is preparing for his vacation . . . John Hewett
visited the Row. Hewett is opening the

Promote Frank Belles
In Republic Setup

complete

Arcade, Georgetown, following
remodeling and renovation.

M. K. Murphy was here negotiating for
new chairs and equipment for his new
theatre, the Viv, to be opened in Corbin,
Ky. Murphy is associated with Lincoln
circuit, operating 11 houses in Virginia.
Fred Strief, owner of the Bijou, is back
from the Allied convention in Minneapolis.
RKO’s Ike Libson, Maury White, president
of United Theatres, and E. M. Booth,
M-G-M manager, returned from New York
City. Wess
New York.

Huss

jr., also returned

from

A. H. Sexton and mother, exhibitor of
Ashland and Ironton, visited the Row. Bill
Chesbrough was also here . . . Sam Hunter,
operating the Fox, Huntington and Virginia, Milton, will reopen the Southside,
Ironton, closed for the past two months.
Towns still closed following the coal
strike are Elverton, Nellis, High Coal,
Eccles, Winnona, Vukon, Powelton and
Glenn Alum, W. Va., and Kenvier, Ky.
Houses closing for the summer include
John White’s Ohio, Cambridge,
Court Theatre.

and

Shea’s

W. B. Hannah is reopening the New
Theatre, Fullerton, one time silent house
. . . Queen City Variety is planning a boxing and wrestlmg show for the benefit of
St. Mary’s milk fund.
Thomas McMahon is Metro’s new shipper. Their Ann Warnell is visiting the
Dave Williams, Charlotte, N. C. . . . Max

Cliit Giesseman an Altec
Sales Representative

Margolis

has

returned

to his desk

at Re-

Detroit — That show business really “gets
in the blood” was proved once more here
with the disclosure that Cliff Giesseman,
who recently resigned as supervisor of
downtown houses for United Detroit Theatres, has become special field representative for Altec Service. Giesseman previously had expressed an intention of leaving show business for the general selling
field.

public.
Lee

In his new capacity, Giesseman will cover
Michigan, Ohio and Indiana for Altec,
according to District Manager Fred C.
Dickely.

Don Wiedlund, general sales manager
for Jam Handy, is here for several days.
Roy Edginton, Augusta, Ky.; Tom Powell,
Carlisle, Ohio; and Mrs. A. Monjar, Batavia and Amelia. Ohio, visited the Row.

Altec, working

in the territory

Goldberg

announces

Big

Feature

Rights
have taken
over Ben
F. Judell’s
Indianapolis
distributing
office.
Judell,
head of the new Producers Distributing
Corp.,

will continue his distributing exchanges in Chicago, St. Louis and Milwaukee, in addition to Los Angeles and
Kansas City.

through

National

and

Theatre Supply, is currently installing jobs in various houses in Michigan, as well as at the Strand, Angola, Ind.,
the Gable, North Judson. Ind.

Veteran

Employes

Cleveland — Frank

Are

Father's Day Guests
Cleveland — Father’s Day was a big day
at Loew’s State Theatre when the oldest
active male employes of 50 of the leading
local manufacturing plants were guests of
District Manager Harry
ager Everett Steinbuck
of “Invitation
State Theatre.
The

to

E. Long and Manat a performance

Happiness”

at

Loew’s

Junior Chamber of Commerce cooperated with Manager Steinbuck to select
the guests. A special radio program over
WHK
was also arranged for a broadcast.
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RKO

E. Belles, salesman,

has been promoted by Nat L. Lefton, Republic franchise owner, to become special
sales representative for Republic Pictures
of Ohio.
In addition to special assignments in
the Ohio territory, Belles will assist
Branch Manager S. P. Gorrel in handling
city sales. Rudy Norton has been appointed to succeed Belles.
Frank Belles, in the film business here
for the past 20 years, has been affiliated
with Nat Lefton 15 years. His promotion
is public recognition to those years of
service. Prior to joining Lefton he was
with the local M-G-M

exchange.

Joe Goetz is back at his desk following enforced rest occasioned by a torn

ligament. M. J. Whitmar has also returned following illness . . . Grand National
has added Miss Bernie Nie to the personnel.

Entertain

Theatrical

Club

Pittsburgh — Mrs. Tony Stern and Mrs.
Benj. Steerman were hostesses at the
Variety Club for a recent social of the
Ladies Theatrical Club. Fifty ladies
attended.

Assigned

"Lincoln

Boggs"

Hollywood — Robert North’s first assignment as an associate producer for Republic will be “Abraham
BOXOFFICE

Lincoln
June

Boggs.”
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DATTOLA, New Kensington theatre owner, has been busy with plans
for remodeling the Grand, West Tarentum,
and was unable to attend the Allied convention. Miss Laura Domenica Dattola,

son will be inducted

IU R

as associate

barkers.

gART

daughter of the Bart Dattolas, graduated
with Gold Honor in Music at Ursuline
Academy, and she will continue her musical studies at Georgia Court, New Jersey
. . . A. C. Knowles of Alexander Film Co.,
New York, was in the territory with J. E.
Baker of Huntington, W. Va„ district manager. . . Jimmy Balmer, who celebrated
a birthday last Saturday, has taken off
more than 80 pounds . . . Ed Stuve, dean
of the Paramount sales representatives,
reported a grand convention was staged
in Los Angeles and that the side trip to
the San Francisco Fair was well worth
while.
The Art Morrones have taken to their
summer cottage at Conneaut Lake . . .
Lew and Milt Lei ton and company got a
big kick out of the screening of Bill Hart’s
“Tumbleweeds,” which they viewed last
Saturday . . . Bob Finkel, son of Bill Finkel, south side exhibitor, who has been a
drama student at Carnegie Tech, is a
member of the Wharf Theatre’s Junior
Acting Group at Provincetown , Mass., and
Gary Carpenter, son of the owner of the
new Times , Braddock, will appear in summer stock at Canton, Conn. . . . Arthur
Treacher is headlining the Stanley stage
show

this week with Blue Barron’s orchestra. . . Art Cinema is offering “Crisis, or the Rape of Czechoslovakia,” produced by Herbert Kline, who was a recent
visitor here.
Lou

Hanna,

Republic

booker,

has

“Sergeant” Harry Myers, the Wilmerding exhibitor, is in attendance at the
Shrine convention at Baltimore . . . M. E.
Sperling, who has shaken off the flu, was
on the market this week with his partner,
Mr. Lowe, from Moundsville . . . J. G.
(Glenn) Carruthers, also in good health
again, who came in from Grove City to
attend an MPTO
meeting, is gaining
weight . . . The plan to repeal the federal
admission tax was abandoned this week.
When Congress last extended the excise
and nuisance taxes, it provided that after
July the 41-cent exemption on admissions
would be raised to $3, thus repealing motion picture taxes. The new bill, however, continues the 41-cent exemption.
Irene Fisher of the Republic office is vacationing in California for several weeks
. . . Sympathy to A. Wilbert Hepp, who
operates the Lowrie Theatre, on the death
of his father, Andrew Hepp, 78. The
Lowrie exhibitor is a member of the Filmrow Bowling League and he is one of the
Filmrow projectionists.
Alexander Parke, the daddy of all the
film men, has originated and is the sole
distributor of a new art color litho program form . . . Charles Eagle, manager of
the Stanley, is at Montefiore Hospital for
an operation ... A number of local Variety Barkers will attend the opening of
Camp O’Connell, on Route No. 19 beyond
Wexford, Sunday, June 25 . . . Mrs. C. J.
Latta is vacationing in the west for two

10 Years

pur-

chased a fine new gas buggy. And he’s
goin’ places . . . M. N. Shapiro was here
the other afternoon to attend a baseball
game and then returned to South Shore
Inn, North East, Pa., for more fishing and
rest . . . New members of the Variety
Club,

all Warner theatre managers, include: Dick Brown, Wilkinsburg; S. W.
Gould, north side; Lige Brien, Ambridge;
Bill Hock, Enright; Charles Shannon, Belmar ; M. Silverman, Ritz; Harry Thomas,
Schenley, Jules Green, Squirrel Hill; Alan
Davis, Manor; H. L. Friedman, Etna;
Harry Koch, South Hills; Eddie Johns,
Arsenal; Lyle Harding, Sheridan Square;
Martin Shearn, Cameraphone; Henry
Burger, Brookline; L. Stellute, Hollywood;
B. Sutton, Regent; Carl Czolba, Jim Totman and Fred LaBelle.

BRONZE

ization’s constitution and by-laws will be
re-drafted. The ITO recently voted to join
Allied and this unit will be represented at
next year’s convention . . . Don’t forget
the “Kel” and “Al” double-feature night
at the Variety Club, Monday, June 26.
Kings at the regular dinner will be C. C.
Kellenberg and Al Weiss and Judges A.
Marshall Thompson, John J. Kennedy,
Ralph H. Smith and Joseph A. RichardBOXOFFICE

:: June

tablet marking

months
John

HI,

. . . Margaret
versal was vacationing
H.

Harris

Storf of New
this week.

and

John

Uni-

J. Maloney

will represent the Variety Clubs of America for the presentation of the first
Humanitarian Award to Father Flanagan
of Boys Town, the award to be made June
26 in Omaha with the various newsreels
covering the event. Many celebrities will
be present.
Mrs. Peter
New
then

Profili was

a

visitor at the

York World’s Fair this week and
departed for the Fair at San Franciso. . . Mrs. Bert M. Stern, wife of the

UA district manager, has modeled footand-a-half Barkers which
she also
mounted and colored for the Variety Club
tents in the mideast territory . . . Word
comes from Alexandria, Va., of the death
of Mrs. Charles Freeman, wife of the former veteran exhibitor . . . Burtus Bishop
jr., M-G-M
manager, was in New York
this week . . . Charlie Anderson and Walter B. Urling, circuit exhibitors, and
Jimmy Nash, UA
representative, were
scheduled for a big fishing trip on Chesapeake Bay.
The

Columbians, social club of the Columbia exchange, threw a little party in

honor of Charlie Kosco, sales representative for seven years, who has resigned to
accept a post as booker and buyer for the
newly enlarged Alpine circuit. Charlie was
presented with a desk set and a combination lighter and ash tray. George Wheeler,
well known in the trade, has succeeded
Kosco as Columbia sales representative.
Stanley is again dropping stage shows
after this week. It is expected that they

Pittsburgh
the site of the

world’s first motion picture theatre,
which was opened by Harry Davis and the
late Senator John P. Harris in June, 1905,
was unveiled a decade ago at 433 Smithfield
street, with Isaac Libson, first manager

will be resumed late in August . . . William Zeny of the Avenue, Erie, was a Filmrow shopper this week . . . Herb Lipman is
back

on the job after vacationing in Chicago . . . Max Shulgold, who is holding
down the fort at GN, has lined up a lot of

dates

for

“Panama

Patrol”

and

“Exile

of the “Nickelodeon” present, and with
Miss Geneva A. Harris, Eugene L. Connelly, Rev. Dr. E. J. Van Etten, William
H. Stevenson, Mayor Charles H. Kline,

Max Arnold, former local exhibitor, is
Express.”
still selling glamour. He’s in the beauty
supply business with headquarters at

Dr. Clinton E. Lloyd, Hon. Carl E. Milliken and Rev. Father Alvin W. Forney
participating in the program.

Wheeling
daughter,

David

W.
C. J. Latta, B. F. “Dinty” Moore, T. J.
Fordham and Sid Jacobs, Warner theatre
district managers of this area, were in
New York attending a home office meeting . . . Richard Marks, vice-president of
the ITO of W. Va., states that the organ-

Ago

G

Miller, Homewood exhibitor, acquired the Grand, Philippi . . . S. J. Hyman opened Sunday movies at Huntington,
Va., and he was placed under arrest

. . . Harry Kurtz, with Harry Davis Enterprises for 23 years, died . . . Chris Wagner
was remodeling his Paramount, Connellsville, having closed the Soisson . . . H. J.
Heinz Company announced plans for an
employes’

theatre

here

.

.

.

Abram

F.

Myers, Allied president, charged that “the
producers are now so engaged exclusively
in the exhibition of pictures through
owned

and

affiliated houses that the independent theatre owners are no longer

treated as customers.”
Local hits of the week

included

Morton

Downey in two features, “Syncopation”
and “Mother’s Boy,” and Emil Jannings
and

Gary

Cooper

in “Betrayal.”

Art Levy

. . . Bill Blatt’s
newly born.
is hard

at work

hobby

is his

in connection

with the Variety Club’s golf tournament,
scheduled for Wildwood Country Club, Friday, July 14. Jerry Mayhall and his Variety Club Orchestra will be featured at the
dinner-dance that evening . . . The John
H. Harrises have opened their summer
home at Logansport, N. J.
Filmrow Lunch Room is 7iow air-co7iditioned, the installation having been completed the other day by A. & S. Steinberg,
owners of the building, who occupy the
grou7id

floor.

Switch

in Directors

Hollywood — Noel

Smith

is

directing

“The Dead End Kids at Military School”
for Warner, substituting for William Clemens, who has been given another assignment.
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LOUISVILLE
*pHE
proverbial
crying
has what
been
hanging
out lately
along towel
the Row,
with unfavorable weather and a drawing
Louisville baseball club making inroads at
the boxoffice. One house manager reported the second week of June his poorest at
the ticket window in several years.
Speaking of crying towels, Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Sanders, who operate the Alhambra
at Campbellsville, Ky., came in the other
day with one hanging over their shoulder.
It seems a Campbellsville bank, holding
all their ready funds, decided to liquidate
just before checks for some $700 had
cleared.
Dan Thompson, former film critic for
the Louisville Times, was in town for a few
days’ vacation. Dan is located in Chicago now with NBC . . . W. E. Carrell,
Falls City Theatre Equipment executive,
returned from a swing through Kentucky
and Tennessee. At Red Boiling Springs,
Tenn., he placed a new projector with
W. H. Mayfield, who is coming in there
as manager of a new house now building.
The Grand

Theatre at New

Albany, Ind.,

Louisville’s neighbor across the Ohio, is
getting beauty -conscious again. Next
month, so Manager F. Shirley Wilcox announces, the Grand will sponsor again an
annual regional beauty contest — bathing
beauty — with the regional winner going to
state finals at Michigan City. The local
contest will run over a period of two weeks,
with eliminations and crowning of the winner on the Grand stage. New Albany merchants are cooperating .
The Grand has a new boxoffice attendant— Miss Clara Habermel. She succeeds
Olive Ford, who was married the first of
the month. C. O. Humston, manager of
the Lyric at Lawrenceburg. Ky., was in
town on business.
It can be told now. Settos of Indianapolis will operate a new 1,110-seat theatre
to be built within a few months at St.
Matthews, Ky., suburban Louisville. The
theatre is part of a handsome building
project, which will include several business
houses. Excavating work already has been
started.

Walsh

Vacationing

Pittsburgh — With

the

closing

of

Prize to Harry Seed
—

Harry

Seed,

Vitagraph

branch manager, has been awarded a fine
engraved watch as a winner in the Vitaphone Decathlon drive. He tied with his
district manager, Robert Smeltzer, of
Washington, D. C., and Bill Mansell,
Philadelphia branch manager.
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Pittsburgh — Last

week

N.

(Continued

A. Malanos

announced that he had completed plans
for the opening of a theatre at East McKeesport, and this week found a second
theatre enterprise in the field there.
Within a few days plans for this second
theatre were approved, a building permit
was granted and work was started on the
construction. Identified with this project
are Andy Battiston and Dominick Serrao.
Entrance of the latter two was a surprise. Battiston is a veteran exhibitor,
having been identified in the local trade
since he was a youngster. Serrao has been
in exhibition for many years too, having
owned and operated theatres at Kittanning for a long period. Last year he
opened a new house, the Kent, at Arnold.
He is a general contractor and has built
a number of theatres in the local area.
Malanos, East Pittsburgh exhibitor, last
week announced plans for the opening of
a theatre at Broadway and Fifth, East
McKeesport. It is near this site that Battiston and Serrao have started construction of their own theatre. In trade circles
it is reported that they are being backed
by one of the large independent circuits
of the tri-state district.

Barkers Observe Founding
Of Original Nickelodeon
Pittsburgh

—

Eighty-five

Barkers

and

friends attended the Monday dinner at
the Variety Club which had been designated as “Nickelodeon” Night, observing
the 34th anniversary of the founding of
the original Nickelodeon by Harry Davis
and the late Sen. John P. Harris. King
for the Day was John H. Harris. A decorative feature was a replica of the entrance front and the ticket booth of the
pioneer all-film house. Frank J. Harris,
president of the Harris Amusement Companies. was present, as was Eugene L.
Connelly, who named the first motion picture theatre, the Nickelodeon.
Chief Barker Ira H. Cohn introduced
four new associate members: Judges William H. McNaugher and Henry Ellenbogen of the court of common pleas.
Sheriff John Heinz and County Commissioner John Kane.

Taking Rebuilding Bids
For Pittsburgh Strand
Pittsburgh — Bids

on

general

contract-

ing are being taken for a theatre to be
built to replace the Strand, south side,
which was destroyed by fire some months
ago. Union Trust Co. of Pittsburgh is
the owner and the architects are Joseph
B. Smithyman and William M. Braziell.
Lessee will be the Strand Theatre Co.,
headed by Mrs. Louis Michaels. New theatre will be two stories of brick and tile.
Termer

to Leni Lynn

Hollywood — Metro

has given Leni Lynn

a new term acting pact.

from

page 98)

and

the

Fulton, John D. Walsh jr., manager, will
vacation at Newport, R. I., and later act
as a substitute or relief manager at other
Shea circuit houses. Owen J. Cleary, treasurer and house superintendent, remains
on the job, as the house undergoes renovation. Reopening is set for August.

Pittsburgh

ID) IE T R CO II T

Baiiislon and Serrao's
Building Surprises

his wife celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary . . . Bob Fisher is busy
booking the Baer-Nova fight films — sold
to Butterfield and other circuits.
Nat Levy and Milt Cohen have a little
bet. Your guess ... It was NOT Censor
Charlie Snyder who was the sergeant that
won the daily double, despite good intentions.
King Vidor received an official invitation
from Governor Luren D. Dickinson to film
the setting at least of “Northwest Passage” in Michigan — much of the story’s
setting is in this state . . . Bruce Godshaw,
reported as a newcomer to the business,
has taken over the Albion, at Albion, from
Julius Fodor, who has other houses in the
territory.
Ben Wachnansky of the Columbia is in
the market for a good secretary . . . Bob
Fisher is taking his noon siestas in Max
Blumenthal’s projection room . . . Bill
Flemion keeps a good weather eye out for
visitors.
Peggy Scott, red-headed receptionist at
the Fox, has returned from vacation, mad
’cause she had to take it so early ... In
three years there she’s seen just six pictures— who said busman’s holiday? . . .
Helen Brown, secretary to Nat Haase of
Metro Premiums, is on the sick list.
Excellent Pictures is releasing “ Ecstasy ”
here, opening at the Albion, Albion. Film
set a local first-run record nine weeks at
the Downtown, two at the Cinema continu g. . . Al Dezel has opened a branch
office in Cleveland, which he will manage
himself, working out of the Monogram office there. He will handle Jackson’s franchises for that territory.

McCartney's Widow Is
Retained as Manager
Punxsutawney,

Pa. — W.

P. (Penn)

Mc-

Cartney, veteran exhibitor, who died here
suddenly last week, will be succeeded as
manager of the Jefferson Theatre by his
widow.
Showman for more than a quarter of
a century and at one time a theatre owner,
McCartney had been employed for many
years as manager of the Jefferson Theatre for the Warner Circuit Management
Corp. Shortly after the funeral services
it was announced by Harry M. Kalmine,
zone manager for Warner Bros. Theatres,
that Mrs. McCartney would be named as
manager of the local house.

Quarantine
Coshocton,

Ohio — The

Threat
city

board

of

health has declared septic sore throat,
which has made 1,000 ill here in two

weeks, a quarantinable disease. It is
planned to put a ban on theatres and
public gatherings if the outbreak is not
checked soon.
BOXOFFICE
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Discover Legislative
has been transJJOWARD BURKHARDT
ferred from Loew’s Capitol in Washington, D. C„ to Loew’s Orpheum here as
manager. He succeeds George Jones, resigned. Burkhardt was connected with
Loew’s in Providence, prior to taking
the Washington assignment.
Paul

Levi

and

Marty

for the Metropolitan,

Glazer,

staged

over

a swell cam-

Arthur K. Howard, local Allied chief, is
home after participating in the Allied
convention

in Minneapolis.

A1 Posse, chief of service at the Paramount Theatre, visited the New York
World’s

Fair.

The

Modern

Theatre,

one

of the oldest

film houses in town, has been air conditioned. This plant is utilizing an artesian
well in the basement.
Keith’s Boston discontinued stage shows
June 19, after running successfully since
last Christmas on a 20-30-40-cent basis,
with a double feature screen bill added to
the

bargain. With vaudeville and pictures combined, some of these shows ran
more than three hours.
Ethel Moore, blonde cashier at the Paramount, is flashing an engagement ring.
She’s going to be married
September, they say.

some

time

in

Dick Mahn and Freddie Rush, formerly
on the staff of the Keith Memorial, are
now in Beverly Hills, working with Charles
W. Koerner, former divisional manager for
Keith’s
H.

in New

M.

England.

Addison,

divisional

now
and

manager

Haven — A

Poised
little-publicized

bill,

awaiting the governor's signature,
spelling increased costs, has been

discovered

by

the

trade.

that the amount

The

measure

of police

pro-

tection necessary at any public amusement or exhibition shall be determined

publicists

Back from the Paramount convention on
the coast are these local exchange men:
A1 Kane, Boston manager; Bill Erbb, New
England divisional manager, and Jack
Brown, ad sales manager,

Ass’n

New

provides

paign on “Invitation to Happiness.” Prior
to the picture’s opening the theatre carried newspaper ads in which several Boston citizens endorsed the film, after having seen it at a special preview. Pictures
of the endorsers were run with their statements. Levi and Glazer also produced a
15-minute radio drama, using local talent
with voices almost identical with the stars
of picture. This was a sort of radio trailer,
based on excerpts from the story. A couple of parades and a number of department store tieups also were featured.

States

Gouge

and

furnished

by

the

chief

and shall be paid for by
of the amusement spot.

the

of police
operator

Goodside Gets Theatre
Site in Lewiston, Me.
Portland, Me. — Abraham Goodside, former operator of the Strand and Empire
theatres, has purchased property at Lewiston, Me., and will establish a theatre
there.
According to Charles Levin, Lewiston real
estate man, Goodside has purchased the
old Portland-Lewiston interurban car barn
on Middle Street. Two stores and four
suites of offices, as well as a plot of land
100 feet by 60 adjacent to the barn, were
included in the purchase.
When remodeling will begin could not be
learned today.

Invite Independents

to

Trade
",Bull Session"
New Haven — An invitation to discuss
current

business

slump

and

relations

the
with

exchanges has been extended to all independent exhibitors by A. Schuman, Morris

^^HETHER
or not Portland will have
Sunday shows between July 20, when
the new local option law goes into effect,
and December, when the next municipal
election will be held, was to have been
decided at a meeting of the city council.
Daily stage shows are to be the rule at
the Colonial Theatre henceforth , with midnight shows each Sunday night ... Ed
Wynn, comedian, arrived at Lakewood
June 16 with his daughter-in-law, Eva
Abbott, New York actress, whose marriage
to his son, Keenan Wynn, took place last
September. Mrs. Wynn expects to spend,
the summer at Lakewood with her husband, who is a member of the Lakewood
players.
The lady involved in the John Divney
nuptials-to-be, is Mary A. McNorton of
Portland. No one, not even the young
Maine Theatre manager, seems to know
exactly when the wedding will take place
. . . Charles Ganellas, operator of the Deering Theatre, has little spare time on his
hands these days, what with commuting
back and forth to Ogunquit each day.
Ganellas recently converted Walter Hartwig’s former Playhouse, a legitimate, into
a film theatre, gave it a new name.
“Ogunquit Square Theatre,” and opened
amid general fanfare on June 9.

it

Arthur Allaire of Barre, Vt., relief manager for M&P
Theatres, Inc., is due in
Portland to take over the management of
the State Theatre while Harry Batwick
vacations . . . Hal Forde, stage and screen
star of New York City, is a guest of Robert
Conness, Rockbound Park, Peaks Island.

Schulman, Harry Lavietes, Adolph Johnson, Morris Bailey and Jack Fishman.
The rally, which will include a luncheon,
is called for June 27 at the Hof-Brau
House.

Filmrow visitors: Carl Divizia, RKO
salesman, Boston; Earnie Warren, formerly
with WB. now contacting exhibitors on a
bicycle deal; Lester Hughes and Edward
Bradlee, Paramount representatives out of
Boston.

Somersworth City Council
Grants Lease to Gagne

A. J. Moreau, district M&P manager, and
his secretary, Barbara Casey, expect to
attend the annual M&P outing to be held
in Boston, June 24.

Somersworth, N. H. — Peter M. Gagne,
operator of the Somersworth Theatre, has
been granted a 10-year lease on the house
by the mayor and city council. A rate of
$250 per month was set by the city, which
owns the building. Gagne also is collector
of internal revenue.

for

A resolution expressing opposition to the
Neely bill was adopted by the MPMO
of
Maine,

which just completed its state convention at Madison. Chelsea A. Waldron,
representative of Local 458, introduced the
resolution.

Loew’s Theatre in New England, has opened his summer home on Nabnassett Lake
in Westford, Mass., and already has entertained a number of local theatre men.
Harry McDonald, division chief of New
England RKO Theatres, attended the company sales convention in New York.
George French, formerly managing director of the Keith Memorial, turned a
hobby into profit. Always a keen amateur
yachtsman, George has been selling boats
for a marine company more than six
months — and it’s understood he entered
that business at the right. There’s a
shortage of boats around here since the
hurricane last September.
The

Straw

Hat

Theatre

(Continued
BOXOFFICE

: : June

in Cambridge

on page

106)
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Veterans
of Foreignhere
Wars
cated their convention
to dediMrs.
Sylvester Z. Poli, widow of the theatre
operator . . . There are five summer theatres within an hour’s drive of the city.

Polly Busch is here from New
handle publicity for the New
playhouse at Ridgefield.

York to
England

Morris

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Donat, parents of
Actor Robert Donat, are moving from
Bethany to Wallingford.

Rosenthal are responsible for the World’s
Fair trylon and perisphere set behind a lagoon and fountain in the lobby of the Majestic Theatre.

Capitol, New Britain, has taken over the
policy of the Embassy while the latter
house is undergoing renovation . . . The
Bostwick is giving away large cookie jars.

Harry

Meyers,

John

Fogerty

and

The Loew-Poli girls have a club that
meets each Monday night . . . The Ringling
circus, making its first stop here in two
years, gave theatres plenty of opposition.

Matt

Saunders of the Loew-Poli has received word of the marriage in Chicago of
Alexander Body, former doorman at the
theatre, to Rebekah Barringer.
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Westchester -Biltmore Country Club . . .
Happy anniversary to the Milton Hyams
( Metro salesman), who have weathered 24
^HE

single-feature Avon Theatre, Stamford, had a dual opening. The doors

of the beautiful

colonial style house

ed June 15, with “It’s a Wonderful
On June 22 there was a second

open-

World.”
opening

with “Young Mr. Lincoln,” for which
Meadow St. received engraved invitations.
Both openings were sellouts and Weiss
Amusement received the wired and floral
congratulations of the trade here and in
Hollywood, and of many other friends.
The admission tops at 65 cents for reserved
seats, 40 cents, unreserved. The house is
completely air-conditioned, acoustically
perfect, has hard-of-hearing equipment,
and all other modern features.
Julian

B. Tuthill, director

parts for his summer house. Gay streamers and decorations lent a carnival atmosphere; everything was set for the event.
Enter the meanie fire chief, who said it
might be art, but it was also a fire hazard,
and had to come down.
Dr. J. B. Fishman, of Fishman Theatres,
who was a Ph.D. and a chemist long before
the film business, and has miraculously continued to be active in both

fields, has been reappointed Honorary Research Fellow in physiological chemistry
at the Yale Medical School for the year
1939-40.
Jack Schwartz will renovate his 700seater. West End. Bridgeport. Muirhead
is designing the decoration. Plans also include air-conditioning , new booth, projectors, carpets, electric fixtures and seat recovering.
Sal Adorno’s new 750-seat airdome in
Middletown has been named the College
and is announced for opening on or before
July 1. Modern Theatre Equipment will
supply

booth equipment,
ment, and stage set.

First batch

of Warner

Athan Prakes will air-condition his Rivoli Theatre, Bridgeport . . . Middlesex
Theatre air-conditioning job due to be let
this week . . . Colonial, Bridgeport is also
reporting

air-coriditioning

and

renovating .

On being confronted with Metro’s “6,000
Enemies” posters, Comden asked with
much surprise if Metro had “so many
accounts?” “No,” replied Tom Donaldson,
“that includes a few relatives.”

of the newly

opened Conrose’s Cinema City, Sound
View, prepared what might have been one
of the most colorful openings in these

he entered

ager, carried off honors as lead and only
junior in the Hamden High senior class
play . . . Elwood is winner of a music
scholarship at Ernest Williams School,
New York.

ventilation
managers

equipto leave

Adaptations from a barroom : Billy Elder
arid Usher Leo Gholston took a former
Shenley set piece showing a lighted buoy
inset behind a cut-out of a lifesaver, and
converted it into a Bijou lobby piece for
“Mutiny on the Elsinore” . , . Nat Rubin
was buying a beer when he spied a showcase of stuffed birds which is worth a place
in a museum. Nat borrowed the display for
a Poli lobby contest on “Tarzan Finds a
Son ” . . . Elder was one of the few managers heard from on the Father’s Day
angle, tying in with a local men’s store to
give 50 neckties to the first 50 men attending the Bijou on Father’s

Day.

Metro Pep Club celebrated a surplus in
the treasury and the annual spring joie de
vivre with a dinner party at Baybrook.
George Weber, president, was in charge.
Thomas Donaldson, exchange manager,
and William Marsh, traveling auditor,
were also guests at the party. Charlie
Lazarus won feet down in the flea hop
exhibition.
Henry Germaine’s descriptioji of the
Rockies should be used in travel folders
. . . Richard Carroll visited friends in Los
Angeles, in between Paramount convention time, and fell for the coast 100 per
cent . . . Barney Pitkin and Bill Canelli off
by car to the RKO
convention at ritzy

years
. . Also
the Morton
Katz’s
on
their .third
. . to
. George
Weber,
Metro
checking supervisor, is off for five weeks
to the Albany aiid Buffalo branches on a
special assignment . . . Sam Haase,
tre broker, visited from Boston.

thea-

Striking picture in the Children’s Gallery at the World’s Fair, labeled “Spirit of
Youth,” is the 2y2-year-old son of A1
Pickus, Stratford exhibitor ... A certain
manager’s casino game is rumored to be
right where it was . . . Mrs. Harry Botwick of Portland, and daughter, will visit
with I. Levine, Mrs. Botwick’s father,
six weeks, at Silver Sands. Harry is
pected to spend three weeks here too
George Gould of Boston a visitor on

for
ex. . .
the

street . . . Milton Hyam’s daughter, Mrs.
George Rosenschein of St. Louis, and son
John, will visit with the Hyams for two
months this summer.
Twentieth-Fox vacationers start with J.
Ingenito, June 17 -July 1; C. Bruning, July
1 to 15; J. Doohan, July 8 to 22; B. Sheffren, July 15 to 29; A. Douner, July 22 to
29; M. Weinstein, July 22 to August 5; S.
Popolizio, July 22 to August 5; M. Wallinger, July 29 to August 12; A. Curran,
July 29 to August 12; A. McDiemey, August 5 to 12; R. Hoffman, August 19 to
September 2 . . . Selma Herlands
signed from the Fox office and
ceeded by Helen Tendler.

has reis suc-

Charles Guadino, College student assistant, is off this week ... So is Edward
Fitzpatrick, manager of the Loew-Poli,
Waterbury, whose berth is temporarily
filled by Lou Cohen, of the Palace, Hartford, while Jack Simon keeps an eye on
both Hartford Loew houses . . . Morris
Drucker of the Poli, Worcester, just back
from

a vacation in Boston . . . Irene Silverman of the Warner office, will go to

the World’s

Fair and

Asbury

Park

. . . An-

Warner booker, won’t exgelo
clude Lombardi,
the baby from his August vacation
plans . . . Sidney Levine will have his
leave July 15.

their posts for that long-awaited annual
vacation included Christopher McHale,
Broadway , Lawrence; Paul Wenzel, Strand,
Newbury port; Harold Cummings, Warner,
Lynn; Russell Barrett, Straiid, Woburn;
James O'Loughlin, Strand, Amesbury;
Frank Morin, Colonial, Hartford, Bill Flannagan, Lenox, Hartford, Tom
Mailer,
Rialto, Hartford; Tom Grace, Circle, Manchester; Joe Borenstein, Embassy, New
Britain; Victor Morelli, Bristol Theatre;
George Harvey, Empress, Danbury; John
Scanlon, Warner,
gel, Palace, South

Torrington;
Norwalk.

Manny

Ku-

Max

Furman, in charge of Loew-Poli division maintenance, has moved his family
up from Morganstown, Va„ and will reside
in Hamden . . . Morris Shulman of the
Rivoli and Webster, Hartford, has been on
the sick list . . . Charlotte McGuigan stopped in Pittsburgh long enough to write
that her motor trip was fun . . . Bob Carney, assistant at the College, will spend
part of his July vacation at Virginia
Beach

. . . George Reising, Paramount assistant, will motor to Toronto with Mrs.
Reising, Frances and Justine, July 6 to 19
. . . Elwood
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Russell, son

of the Poli man-

LLOYD
BRIDGHAM,
manager of the
Broadway in Dover, has been putting
in a lot of practice in the hope that he can
capture

the New Hampshire Theatre Managers’ Golf Trophy. No such a tourney
has been held yet — but he’s getting in trim,
in case.
John Howe, manager
Portsmouth, has been

of the Olympic in
on vacation, and

Frank Hollis of the same organization’s
Colonial has been supervising both houses.
A cooking school was concluded at the
Colonial in Portsmouth with the awarding
of an electric range as the grand prize.
Forest Dame, chief operator at the
Scenic in Rochester, has returned from a
fishing expedition to Rangeley Lakes in
Maine.
Fred

Couture,

owner

of the

State

in

Dover

and

the

Scenic

in Pittsfield, has

been taking in the sights at the New
World’s Fair.
New

York

advertising frames have been installed in front of the Strand in Dover.

The Franklin Theatre in Durham which
operates as a motion picture house while
the University of New Hampshire is in
session there, has closed for the summer.
Film

salesmen

in Dover

and

who

have

reecntly

vicinity include

visited

Benny

chick, Metro; Harry Gold, Fox, and
Shot” Ross, United Artists.

Bab“One-

Reggie Moss, an owner of the M&R circuit, visited Manager William B. Savits
at the Arcadia in Portsmouth last week.
Bank nights are being featured by the
Ioka in the famous prep school town of
Exeter.
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Local Talent , Contests ,
Bolster in Waterbury

time the Tuesday

Waterbury — Replacing the regular onea-week vaudeville at the Loew-Poli, new
summer stimulants, utilizing local talent,

hill-billy and bathing beauty
tests for June 28; old home week,

shows

may

return.

(Continued
taking

from

conJuly

Mean-

103)
even though

it’s located a few miles from Boston. Usherettes will be attired in gingham costumes
and

straw

hats, and

the theatre
a

“barnyard

is pubatmos-

phere without the odor.”

Starrer to Westrate

Hollywood — “Dave Cook of the Rockies,” John Wayne starrer for Republic,
will be scripted by Ed Westrate. The original is by Westrate and William Ross Collier.

page

on a rural atmosphere,

licly bragging about

Wayne

5; carnival night, July 12, and Radio Review, July 19. Following this series the
stage

Hollywood

Morris Rosenthal secured the cooperation of all the leading local merchants. Bathing beauty contests are also
scheduled for the Globe, Bridgeport.

been planned by Manager Ed Fitzpatrick, according to Harry Shaw, LoewPoli division manager. A jitterbug revue
and contest is scheduled for this week;

regular

$100

Manager

have

Local

night

Party giveaways also continue at the theatre.
Shaw also reports a third annual fashion
show at the Majestic, Bridgeport, for which

In Pic magazine , issue of June 27, you’ll
see a layout of promotional stunts. Among
those pictured is one staged by Loew’s
press department: two runners, carrying
copy exploiting “Made for Each Other,”
entered in the big B. A. A. Marathon here.
The brace of long-winded trotters received
$2.50 a piece for the chore , according to
Pic.

Joe Longo,

special exploitation

man

for

United Artists, paved the way for “Captain Fury,” now at Loew’s State and Orpheum. One of his stunts was a sailboat
race for a “Captain

Fury”

cup.

Red King, stage manager
Boston, is ringleader of a

Nate

Goldstein

receives

our

nomination

as Monogram's man of the week. Nate hails
from Springfield, Mass., where he presides
over the destinies of Western Massachusetts
Theatres, Inc., comprising 20 houses and
making up one of the largest circuits in New
England. He is one of the real veterans in
the business, beginning when store theatres
were the vogue with 10 showings a day.
Nate is still associated with his brother,
Sam, and the two Goldstein boys form an
unbeatable combination. Nate is interested
in many philanthropic organizations and is
one of the most respected men in the entertainment industry. He is a great family
man and enjoys his frequent fishing trips
and golfing excursions.
Louis Stern, at the right, operates

the Opera

House

at Barre, Vermont.

Lou is very interested in exploitation pix from the exhibitor's point of view
and he certainly goes to town with a picture which can be handled that way.
He is another chap who began with the E.
M. Loew organization and worked his way
right up until he took over his own theatre.
Right now, Lou is interested in open-air
houses. In addition, he is experimenting
with vaudeville from time to time in the
Opera House. Here is one fellow who can
visualize the publicity and promotion possibilities in Monogram Pictures and makes the
best use of them.
★

*

get several of the service staff on horseback during their spare hours. The novices
are only too glad to stand up when they
come back on the job.
Mrs. Henry Scully, widow of a wellknown New England theatre man, has been
added
Boston. to the service staff of the Keith

Al and

Mrs. Somerby have been entertaining Ann Corio at their home. Miss
Corio, burlesque queen, recently played the
Old Howard, one of the Lothrop theatres,
which Somerby directs.
Joe DiPesa,
chief for Loew’s
Theatres
here, publicity
is still recuperating
from
a long illness, but he’s improved enough
now so that he can visit his office almost
daily for an hour or two to see how the
boys are boosting those M-G-M, UA and
Columbia pictures that play the Orpheum
and State.
On Father’s Day, Loew’s State handed
out cigars to the first 200 dads who passed
through the gate.
Al Longo of Loew’s press department is
back at his desk and making the rounds
of the newspapers. Al was badly spiked
in a baseball game, and it took five stitches
to mend the wound.
Carlos

Schools are closed now and kid pictures
should be used to their advantage. Frankie
Darro in "Boy's Reformatory" is a picture of
special interest to youngsters. And "Stunt
Pilot," the new Tailspin Tommy story, starring John Trent, is another top-notch film to watch. Don't neglect setting aside
athisdate
for "Stunt Pilot." It will mean additional money in your box office
summer!

Steve Broidy

Monogram

Theatres ada father most

STREET

Pictures, inc.
BOSTON

time.

Most summer theatres will be open for
business in the next two weeks. Among
the Boston critics who plan to make the
rounds this season are: Elliot Norton of
the

Post; John Hutchens of the Transcript; Elinor Hughes of the Herald: Peggy
Doyle of the American; and Marjory Adams
of the Globe.
Keene

Summer

Theatre

opens

June

26

in Keene, N. H. Red Barn Theatre in
Westboro, Mass., opened June 17, with
“Michael
Frank

Drops
Hanson,

In."
formerly

assistant mana-

ger of the State and now with Loew’s Theatres in Ohio, visited Boston recently after
looking
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Vannicolla, RKO
vertising artist, will become

any day now — for the second

★

39 CHURCH

at the Keith,
movement to

over the World’s
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A Large Attendance

Allied Letter Urges
Neely Support

At Oklahoma

Oklahoma City — Allied Theatre Owners of Oklahoma has sent a letter to
every

theatre

ing that they

owner
wire

in the

or write

state

sent

Matthew

to the

Neely

Allied general
be done.

association

and

Abram

counsel,

by

Oklahoma City — A large attendance is
expected by Theatre Owners of Oklahoma,
Inc., at their convention here June 26 and
27 at the Biltmore Hotel.
Every phase of exhibition and general

Sen.

F. Myers,

asking

trade

that this

dustry.

zens, religious and

welfare

are interested

and

of the

who

Neely

It is understood
senators

is being

a

will benefit
Bill," the

similar

by

letter

appeal

to

planned.

A

Dallas — Clemmons, Inc., is the trade
name for the nucleus of a new circuit in
Texas launched in three small west Texas
towns by Joe Clemmons jr., and Tom E.
Clemmons, both sons of J. C. Clemmons of
Beaumont.
a

deal

the

response by
dent of the MPTO

Ed Kuykendall, presiA, has been scheduled

to follow Governor Phillips’ introduction.
This is to be followed with reports by the
secretary and president.
Following a noon buffet luncheon at the
Biltmore Hotel, convention headquarters,
the Monday afternoon session will begin

Circuit Operators

completed

on

The opening morning session (Monday)
will feature an address of welcome by
Gov. Leon C. Phillips if he is in the city.

Clemmons Bros. New

They

interest will be focused

subject of television and on the arbitration clause and trade practice code. Television will be discussed by Earl C. Hull,
chief engineer of WKY, Oklahoma City.
The convention will be climaxed by a
banquet, dance and floor show at the
Oklahoma Golf and Country Club the second night.

groups,

associations, and all those organized elements in every community who

passage
advises.

practices will be covered by recognized leaders in every branch of the in-

General

"Independent Theatre Owners should
also enlist the aid of prominent citiPTA

City Meeting

ask-

their repre-

sentatives in Washington urging passage of the Neely Bill.
The action was taken after letters
were

with

M.

A.

at 1:30 p. m. with an address on “Visual
Education” by Dr. Henry G. Bennett, president of Oklahoma Agricultural and Mineral College, of Stillwater, Okla.
David R. Milsten, representative of the
American Society of Composers, Authors
and Publishers, will speak on that group

Sanders, of Lubbock for the outright purchase of the Cactus in Alpine, the Cactus
in Pecos and the Tower in Monahans. The
Alpine house has been closed for remodeling.

From

Dallas

For Oklahoma

Loraine, Tex. — H. P. Day has
a washed air system in the Hob
BOXOFFICE
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installed
Theatre.

S

on

Ascap

Tex., will talk on “Developing Radio Into
a Powerful and Stimulating Factor.”
C. B. Akers, general manager of Tad
Screen Advertising Service, is down for a
talk on “Money From Your Screen.”
The closing address of the Monday afternoon session will be that by Earl C.
Hull

on

“Television — Will It Help

or Will

Tuesday morning’s session will be deIt Hurt?”
voted to a presentation of the 1939-40
product lineups by representatives of distributors. Each representative will be given
from five to ten minutes to present his
company’s lineup after which an open
forum will be held on companies’ policies
and product.
Election

Scheduled
are: Charles

of Officers

to speak for the distributors
E. Kessnich, southern district

manager, for M-G-M; Charles Clark, local
manager, for 20th Century-Fox; Jack Curry, local manager, for Paramount; Sol
Davis, local franchise holder, for Republic; Carr Scott, local manager, for Monogram; Jimmy Hobbs, local manager, for
Universal; Otto Rhode, local manager, for
Warner Bros.; Dewey Gibbs, local manager, for Columbia; R. B. Williams, local
manager, for RKO; Hugh Owen, Dallas,

the final session, Tuesday

after-

noon, will open with a discussion on “Common Sense in Politics,” by E. W. Smartt,
chairman of the state board of affairs.
Following Smartt, Mrs. Besa Short, booking executive for Interstate circuit of Texas,
will speak on “Booking and Selling of
Short Subjects.” She spends eight hours a
day in the screening room arranging and
balancing short subjects to programs for
the 165 houses in the Interstate circuit.
Bill Moore of the firm of Moore & Corgan,

City

at Loraine

will follow

“The Return of Flesh to the Motion Picture Program” will be discussed by Ralph
Talbot, Tulsa theatre operator.
Paul Short, southern district manager
for National Screen Service at Dallas,

Biltmore,

architects

Dallas — This key city will be well represented at the MPTO of Oklahoma convention Monday and Tuesday. Those going to that affair were Paul Short, Wallace Walthall, Joe Estes, of National
Screen; Harold Robb, Ed Rowley and two
others from the R&R circuit, one of whom
was expected to be Don Douglas; Mrs.

Cooling

an open forum
its operations.

Election of officers will climax the
Tuesday morning session.
Following the buffet luncheon in the

Head

Besa Short, Interstate’s short subject
booker; R. J. O’Donnell, Interstate vicepresident who will deliver one of the principal addresses; Roy Thrash, Forrest Dunlap, Burt King, Lou Baxley, I. Brode, A.
Harris and others.

and
and

for United Artists, and Ebb Walker, salesman, for K. Lee Williams Film Exchange,
Oklahoma City.

Joe jr., who has been operating the Dodd
at Malakoff, which he will continue, has
moved to Monahans to actively manage
the Tower. Tom has moved to Pecos to
handle the house there. R. H. (Bob)
Clemmons, manager of the Arcadia in
Dallas and an uncle to the purchasers,
will buy and book for the three houses.
The Oskar Korn circuit operates in these
towns and also owns other theatres in
west Texas.

Many

Expected

from

Dallas, will speak

Theatre of Tomorrow.”
R. J. O’Donnell, Interstate

on “The

general

man-

ager, will discuss “What’s Ahead for the
Showman of Tomorrow.” O’Donnell has
intimated he has a surprise or two in store
for his listeners.
Next spot on the afternoon schedule
will be filled by Kuykendall, who will talk
on “Trade Practices, Block Booking and

Will Prognosticate —
“What’s Ahead for the Showman of
Tomorrow,” will he the subject of a
scheduled address by R. J. (Bob)
O’Donnell, vice-president and general
manager of the Interstate circuit, before the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of Oklahoma, convening in Oklahoma City, June 26-27.

theCommittee
Business Outlook.”
reports will then be heard
and discussed after which adjournment
will be in order.

New
Hollywood — A

Lanfield Pact
contract

to direct

three films annually for 20th-Fox
signed by Sidney Lanfield.

new

has been
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Depositions in Paul Scott
Suit Will Start Soon
Dallas — Depositions in the Paul Scott
half million dollar damage suit against
Interstate circuit, et al., will start within
the next few days it was learned Wednesday. Exchange managers were subpoenaed for Judge Atwell’s federal court.
Two of the managers were excused temporarily but remain under subpoena and
one was out of the city and had not at
the time received his court order.
Attorneys for the plaintiff, it is understood, will conduct the depositions in a
manner that will cause as little inconvenience to film managers as possible and
with the least interference with the routine of film business.
The case will be heard by Judge Atwell
in the fall, it was predicted.

ID) A IL IL A S
off, Dallas exALTHOUGHchange some
bookers aretime
going to be royally
entertained at Clarendon on Sunday, August 13, when Homer Mulkey celebrates
his 29th anniversary. On the Row booking this week, Mulkey also put in time on
plans for the affair. He appointed T. P.
Tidwell of Fox, Max Sexton of Republic,
and Harold Brooks of M-G-M as a committee to work out the entertainment details and the transportation problem into
the Panhandle. It will be for bookers
only, Mulkey said. “The bookers are my
friends and I want to show them my
appreciation,”

Max

May Reopens House at
Happy ; Kerr Manager
cooling

system.

Jack

Kerr

Burger,

formerly

of Ardmore,

and

is the lo-

cal manager. The merchant’s Saturday
matinee will be resumed and is sponsored

completing remodeling for a new theatre in Sherman, said he plans to open
next Thursday, June 29. The house will
seat 300, he said, and will be named the

Kilgore Theatre Bow
Dallas — Embossed
ceived on the Row
L. N. Crim for the

invitations were refrom Mr. and Mrs.
opening of the new

Crim Theatre at Kilgore. The house, owned by Crim, is operated by East Texas
Theatres, Inc. The investment is said to
be $150,000. Knox Lamb is the house
manager.
For their invited friends the Crims gave
i chicken barbecue at the country club
starting at 5:30 in the afternoon. The
opening came at 8 o’clock and an informal
dance at the country club followed.
Among those attending from Dallas
were Lloyd Rust and Mrs. Rust; J. B. Underwood and Mrs. Underwood; Miss Bonnie Long, Dave Lutzer, George O’Rourke,
Burt King, L. C. Baxley, Wally Nass, Joe
Estes, Wallace Walthall, Paul Short, J. L.
Roberts, and others.

now

Happy, Tex. — Solon May has reopened
the Happy Theatre and has installed a
new

he added.

Tommy White, who operates in Burnet,
Boerne and Marble Falls, was advancing
bookings for the three towns.

Crims Are Hosts at New

Fox.
on

Burger sold his Fox Theatre at Ardmore a few weeks ago to Griffith. While
the Row he ordered Boxoffice for a

Bryan, Tex. — Rebuilding of the Queen
Theatre along modern trends is under
way

by the business men’s club. Instead of
the show being free the price will be 5

year.
Watermelons this year are growing as
big as flour barrels and peaches as large

cents

as Texas

to all, with the business men guaranteeing $30 for each Saturday afternoon
show. Formerly the theatre was paid
$22.50 with no admission charged. The
house will operate four days a week, according to present plans.

Rebuilding of Bryan
Theatre Progresses

week

grapefruit in the DeLeon area, according to the tale brought to Dallas this
by M. D. Stewart, who operates the

Liberty there. Furthermore, he’s going to
bring in some of that fruit and pass it
(Continued on page 113)

and the opening is expected about October 1. The house is operated by the

Bryan Amusement Co. of which Mrs. Morris Schulman is the manager.
All equipment will be new, including a
refrigeration system. Work on the building and equipment will total about $45,000, it was said. The new theatre will be
only.
operated as an “A” house with first runs

The Place to Buy
LAMPS

SOUND PROJECTORS
SCREENS
AIR CONDITIONING &
COOLING EQUIPMENT
PROJECTOR PARTS
POPCORN MACHINES
TICKET MACHINES
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REPAIR SERVICE
We

Specialize in New

and

Reconditioned

Theatre Equipment!

Where Your Business Is Appreciated
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108

'Fair Treatment

HARWOOD

BROTHERS

and

Adequate

Service Always'

DALLAS,

BOXOFFICE

TEXAS

:: June

24, 1939

Momand

See Speeding Up of
Griffith Suit
Oklahoma City — Charles E. Dierker,
United States attorney for the western
district of Oklahoma, has returned from
a special

mission

to Washington

it is understood,

he

tions to do everything
up

preliminaries

where,

received
possible

in the

instructo speed

department

of

justice injunction suit against the Griffith companies and major distributors.
It is understood

Dierker

will seek

an

early autumn trial in the anti-trust suit.
The preliminary issues have not been
disposed

of as

Dierker

has

yet.
issued

a statement

point-

ing out the suit is aimed at “breaking
circuit buying power which has enabled certain companies, in buying
from a producer, to dictate to whom he
up

shall

sell his pictures."

the Griffith companies
and
The
make

He

contended

"take

the cream

the independent gets what's
final objective, Dierker said,
each

theatre

an independent

left."
is to

Is Assured

Court; Dismissal
Oklahoma

City — All doubt

as to whether

A. B. Momand’s $4,500,000 anti-trust action against Griffith circuit and major producers-distributors would reach the trial
stage

has been dispelled following a decision by Judge A. P. Murrah in federal
district court here.
Judge Murrah
tion to dismiss

overruled the defense mothe suit after giving oral

arguments all-night deliberation. At the
same time he granted the defendant companies until September 1 to file their answers to Momand’s bill of particulars. Following this, it is understood Momand’s
reply will be filed and the case will be
ready for trial.
No definite information is available as
to when this trial will begin but it is

unit.

McLendon Will Remodel
Two New Acquisitions
Dallas- — While

LONG
distance vacationer up to date
among Wometco folks is Hal Kopplin,
who’s going by boat up to New York and
from there on up the St. Lawrence. Mark
Chartrand is to direct the activities of
the art department during the six weeks
Hal

will be away. Mark was freed to assume this post when his house, the Mayfair, was closed for the summer this past

weekend. The Capitol’s beaming manager,
Jack Pink, is also New York-bound, while
Walter Toemmes, manager of the Ritz,
and

his sister, Dale, who

is Mitchell

Wolf-

son’s secretary, are spending three weeks
in North Carolina and Michigan. Come
to think of it, Hal will have to produce
some complicated mileage charts to make
his jaunt look further than the one
eline Tremblay just returned from .
for that matter, the one Fay Wilbur,
ant manager at the Lincoln, is just
ing on. Madeline spent the past

Mad. . Or,
assiststartmonth

in Nova Scotia, while Fay is headed towards Minnesota, his former home. Paul
Posey, Miami usher, is vacationing in the
best spot available, the beach named after
his theatre and town.

Speaking

reminds

Us

How

Peterson “Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
316 Southwest Blv<l.
Kansas City, Mo.
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in the

name of most theatres in the McLendon group. Investment there will be
about $20,000, he said, and both should
be ready in three weeks. Minshew had
operated in Vivian for 22 years.
The theatre announced for Lewisville,
Ark,, will be an entirely new situation. This
project will cost about $15,000, including
remodeling of a building and equipment.
It should be ready to open July 4.

thought

it may

be set for late fall.

Three points were under consideration in
the defense motion to dismiss: (1) the
question of the right of Momand to take
assignments from his various companies
and prosecute the suit in his own name;
(2) the question of champerty, and (3)
the question of the application of the laws
of the state of Oklahoma where specific
points were not covered by the Sherman
anti-trust act itself.
Momand was elated over the decision.
He paid high tribute to Judge Murrah for
his handling of the case, even though
many points during preliminary hearings
were against Momand’s interests.
“It looks like, after eight years of fighting this case,” Momand stated, “I am going to have a chance to be heard in court.
I have nothing but the highest admiration
for the manner in which these preliminary
have been conducted; the thoroughness with which Judge Murrah has
gone into every legal point should make
us happy that we have men like him on
our federal benches.”
It was the 12th preliminary hearing in
district court here since the original action
was filed in March of 1938. In his action,
Momand
asks $4,500,000 damages under
the tri-penalty provisions of the Sherman
anti-trust act for the alleged conspiracy
which
time

“drove”

him

out of business.

At one

Momand operated 16 theatres in Oklahoma. He has alleged in his bill of particulars that acts joined in between the

producer-distributors and Griffith companies have violated the Sherman act and
have driven him out of business. At presnee. ent Momand operates the Odeon in Shaw-

A CHALLENGE
We Will Put a Simplex E-7 Projector
Against Any Projector in the World
for Your Comparison.
YOU

interesting “treatment” this summer, details of which are not ready for release.

of Experience Has Taugrht
to Serve You

early

Overruled

BE THE JUDGE

OF THE

us of an-

other early time-outer who’s back after a
“stay as cool as you are” vacation, Charlie
Ozburn. His State Theatre is in for some

Years

Row

adopted

Service” this week.

of vacations

the

in

hearings

week, B. R. McLendon of Atlanta says he
will completely remodel both the Fox and
Rialto in Vivian, La., which he purchased
from B. F. Minshew a few days ago. New
equipment will also be installed in both.
The Rialto will then be called the State,

Down here for production conferences
with officials of the Fleischer Studios, is
Dick Murray from the New York Paramount offices . . . 'Po give the Federal
Theatre players an opportunity to stage
a summer presentation in an air-conditioned theatre, the Cameo is opening its
house to these legitimate players who will
present “Room

on

Hearing

PICTURE

ON

THE

SCREEN

NATIONAL THEATRE SUPPLY CO.
ATLANTA

—

DALLAS

— MEMPHIS — NEW ORLEANS
OKLAHOMA CITY

—

CHARLOTTE
109

Veterans Dot Metro
Personnel Ranks

‘pHE Highland Theatre, Little Rock, is
closed for a complete remodeling. The
house

Atlanta — Among

the

veterans

in

the

distribution personnel field, M-G-M ranks
high, the following in this territory having
been with the company continuously for
the number of years indicated:
24 years — C. J. Briant,
manager.
21 years — C. E. Kessnich,
trict manager.
19 years — Leroy

New

Orleans

Atlanta,

Bickel, Dallas

will open in September. Seating capacity will be increased from 390 to 800
by increasing the depth of the building.
The front will be reconstructed with a new
Neon marquee. An inner lobby and lounge
on the main floor will be new features.
New projection equipment, lighting, heating, and cooling equipment also will be
installed.

dis-

manager.

16 years — J. Frank Willingham, Memphis, salesman; Louis C. Ingram, Atlanta, salesman.
14 years — William B. Zoellner, Oklahoma
City manager.
13 years — Lafayette B. Butler, Atlanta,
salesman; Charles F. McGuire,
Atlanta, salesman.
D. Lyne, Dallas, salesman; Virgil H. Bridges, New
Orleans, salesman; Maurice L.
Basse, Memphis, salesman;
Joseph Markowitz, Atlanta,
salesman.

Members of the Little Rock and Pulaski
Heights Lions clubs and their ivives were
guests of the Prospect Theatre, Little Rock
. . . Through the courtesy of Ralph Noble
of Arkansas Amusement Corp., children
of the Little Rock Playgrounds will be permitted to see free shows every Friday
morning at the Prospect and every Saturday morning at the Capitol during the
summer . . . The Riggers building in Hardy

12 years — Charles

11 years — James N. Byrd, Oklahoma City,
salesman; Clyde W. Houston,
Dallas, salesman; Roland G.
Taylor, Dallas, salesman.
10 years — Benn H. Rosenwald, Charlotte
manager; Jack C. Reville,
Memphis, salesman.

Tex. — Henry

Sparks,

E. L. Bowman is vice-president and secretary of the owning Lumberton Theatre.
The new owners will take over the local
house January 1, 1940 when the present
lease expires, which is held by Anderson
Theatre Co. of Dillon, S. C. The building
will be completely renovated.
The Yonahlossee Theatre at Blowing
Rock has been opened by Robbins and
Holshouser.

Sparks Renovates
Cooper,

■pHE Carolina Theatre at Lumberton is
leased for a ten-year period to North
Carolina Theatres, Inc., of Charlotte. Dr.

local

ex-

hibitor since silent days, has revamped
the interior of the Grand and installed
upholstered seats.

V. P. Clement is opening the Co-Ed
Theatre at Brevard June 26. Clement also
operates the Clemson at Brevard.
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It will house

ing system.
Hot

Springs theatres contributed generously to a program which assisted the
Trojan band to make a trip to the New
York World's Fair. Practically all houses
either contributed money or theatre tickets .. . It is announced the Paramount,
Helena, will run seven days a week from
now on. Manager John Oxford said the
house will open at 2 p. m. every day, except Saturday, when the shows will start
at 1 and run till 11 p. m.

Charles Dozier, local manager of the
Interstate Telephone Co. for the past
two years, has bought the theatre at
Charleston. He will operate the house himself. . . Construction starts at once on a
theatre at Baxter for H. H. Evans .
The Lyric, Harrison, has begun daily matinees, shows starting at 2:30, D. E. Fitton,
manager, announces.
Ollie Brownlee, Malco's Ft. Smith city
manager, is building a new home . . .
Rialto, Camden and Majestic, Stuttgart,
boast new V -type marquees . . . Robb &
Rowley’s acquisition of Cecil Cupp’s Arkadelphia houses brings Robin Wightman
back into the R&R fold . . . Mrs. Hiram
Meeks, visiting in Hot Springs, reports the
hubby delighted with his new assignment
for Malco at Fulton, Ky. . . . Clyde Smith,
Hot Springs, visited Memphis recently.
Front of the Community Theatre, Pine
Bluff, has been redecorated. The lobby
and interior also are undergoing considerable remodeling, Charlie Bonner announces. New rugs and other improvements will be added soon . . . Beginning
this week, the Rex at Sheridan
ate on Sunday nights.
Rex

Theatre,

"Texas

Announcements
Effectively
Color and Originality.

William

Carlisle,

Rangers"

bi

R. Lipman

and

has

Horace

New
Fred
-

no

ST.,n.UJ.

Again”

to

as a

P.O.B.3B5-

W.M. K/nsMty,

Pres.

to Kohlmar

Kohlmar,
other term.
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assigned

McCoy

IELIVERV

pi

UimTRfiDinG

is being

Sequel

script “Texas Rangers Ride
sequel to “Texas Rangers.”

r\U5H

will oper-

equipped with a new air-conditioning system, slated for completion this week. The
Rex is one of three Arkansas houses operated by G. W. Jones Theatres, Inc.

Hollywood — Paramount

4k IDEAL

the Hays

Burris and Henley Smith, co-managers
of the Imperial at Pocahontas, are making extensive improvements on the building, including interior and exterior decorating. The entire front is being remodeled. New leather seats and a cooling system are being installed . . . The Rex,
Little Rock, is closed temporarily for the
purpose of installing new sound and a cool-

The

TIWULEIH

up to your own Individual copy with appropriate and original ideas that will appeal to
particular locality and patronage.
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has been remodeled.
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Consider Several Sites for
New Metro Exchange
jyjRS. LOUISE SUMLIN, of the GN office,
and her son, Hulett, spent their vacation recently at Jacksonville Beach.

L. Cowart, of Edison, Ga., and F. S. Shingler, of Richland, operators of a chain of
houses in south and central Georgia.

Howard Wallace, Sack Amusement, has
returned from a sales trip to West Virginia
and Virginia.

Sidney F. Owen was named president of
the Atlanta Theatre Guild at a recent
meeting . . . The Albany (Ga.) Theatre
has been remodeled, renovated and airconditioned.

J. U. McCormick, of Amity Exchange,
returned from Memphis last week where he
attended the McCormick family reunion at
the home of George McCormick . . . Maurice Simmons, GN booker, is on vacation.
The
office

marriage

of Lee Fuhrman,

representative

in Atlanta,

and

Box-

Building permit for construction of an
open air house at Savannah has been
granted Mrs. Adeline Graham. The theatre will be for Negroes, and will be operated by William McKelvey, Negro.

Charlotte — Benn

H. Rosenwald,

Char-

lotte Metro manager, says several sites
and plans for a new building to house the
exchange are being considered. The lease
on the present quarters will expire at the
end of the year.
He indicated that unless the present
quarters can be enlarged to meet the
needs of the exchange, the company will
proceed to have a new two-story building
constructed for the exchange at a cost of
$45,000 or $50,000.

Miss

Nell Maxwell, was solemnized last week.
The bride received a degree from the University of Georgia Evening College four
days before Fuhrman talked her into the
nuptial idea.
Harry Graham of Universal is in New
Orleans on a trip . . . Jack Lamont of GN
made a trip to Columbus, Ga., last week.
Jean Gilbert, secretary of W. T. Murray’s
Rialto Theatre, and Thomas Maxwell, announcer for WGST, will wed June 28.

Miss Helene Ramsey of Atlanta, formerly a French teacher, was first prize winner
in the “Man of Conquest” contest, getting
a trip to the New York World’s Fair.

Cashiers in Charlotte
Form a Club of 12

Max Terhune, western film star, paused
in Atlanta on his personal appearance tour
of the south.

lotte have organized a club, called the
“Cassier,” which will meet twice a week.
Officers are: Lillian Byram, president;
Margie Lent, secretary; Mabel Hord,
vice-president; Ruby Thomas, treasurer.
All are unmarried. The organization was
formed at a dinner party of the dozen
charter members.

Work is progressing on Blue Ridge’s new
280-seat theatre . . . New cooling system
has been installed in the Price Theatre
at Thompson, Ga.

Charlotte — Theatre

cashiers

of

Char-

Row visitors: W. W. Mowbray, Blue
Ridge, Ga.; Jumbo Maxey, Summerville,
Ga.; Lewis Hutchinson, Austell, Ga.; A1
Laird, Rome, Ga., booker for Lam Amusement; L. J. Duncan, and his assistant,
Mr. Gay, West Point, Ga.; M. C. Moore,
Jacksonville; Joe Hackel, Jacksonville;
Wendell Welsh, Dallas, Ga.; Roth Evelyn
Hook, Aliceville, Ala., accompanied by Otto
Gross; Frank Dowler and son, Bill, from
Chattanooga.
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Jules K. Chapman, of New York, spent
several days last week at Amity Exchange
. . . Alfred Sack is on a tour of St. Louis,
Chicago and New York . . . John Jenkins
returned from a Dallas and Texas trip
. . . Claire Hilgers of Republic journeyed
to New Orleans last week.

| IT'S NEVER TOO LATE
TO INSTALL

|

| U. S. AIRCO

|

| VENTILATING

|

Tom Hilley, usher at the Rialto, and
Sally Ingram, were married June 17 . . .
Ray

Locke, Amity’s Tennessee representative, spent the weekend in Atlanta.

Sid Dell, Rialto’s publicity man, is hard
at work to win one of those big prizes
in the Columbia campaign contest on
“Only Angels Have

Wings.”

Combination smoking and waiting room
has been built at the Lucas Theatre, Savannah, managed by Hudson Edwards, formerly of the Fox here.
Roy Gamble of the Carroll Theatre, Carrollton, Ga., is now manager of the Bremen
(Ga.) Theatre. He succeeds Dana Parker.

W. H. Kimberly of Visugraphic made an
out of town trip last week . . . Mrs. J. V.
Elwell, secretary to J. U. McCormick of
Amity, spent the weekend in Wetumpka,
Ala.

1 FANS — MOTORS

Sale of the Cameo Theatre property at
61 Peachtree St. to Samuel C. Dobbs by
Mrs. John S. Cohen for a total price of
$119,250. The transaction was one of the
largest in recent months involving downtown real estate.

|

“Atlanta at Work,” film showing the
various activities of the Atlanta city government, was a recent short subject at the
Fox Theatre. The film was made by Visugraphic, under personal direction of W.
H. Kimberly.
Formal opening of the new Cordele
(Ga.) Theatre took place this month. The
house is owned by L. H. Holloway and A.
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Names

Interstate House

Antonio — Interstate

circuit’s new-

est theatre, almost completed in the Alamo

Heights section, has been named “Broadway” through a contest sponsored by the
theatre and the Sa?i Antonio Evening
News.
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FILMS’ manager, Jose J. Jimenez, has returned to the Latin-American office on Soledad St. here following
a trip to the Valley . . . Lafe Phiffer, Interstate concession manager, was in town
from Dallas . . . The Joy, newly opened
$25,000 vaudefilm house, is displaying a

Here Drivers Vie
For Tickets

J^ZTECA

flashy new Neon reading: “Joy Stage
Shows” . . . Russell W. Barron is now
local agent for Advance Mfg. Co. of St.
Louis, Mo., which specializes in popcorn
machines, among other things.

World Fairing in New York on a threeweek vacation is R. McBride, Interstate display artist with the Southwest Process System . . . Theatremen in south Texas are
advised that Lester Ketner, 531 North St.,
Sa7i Antonio, is the only accredited Boxoffice

agent

authorized

to accept

ads

and

subscriptions for Associated Publications in
the Santone area.
Travelers: William
Antonio theatreman,

J. Lytle, veteran San
has returned from a

four-day visit to Corpus Christi . . . Morrison Tubbs and David Butcher of the
Empire Theatre staff are leaving the latter
part of the month for that vacation trip
to California . . . Jimmy McClain has gone
to Ft. Worth to join the TSN production
department.

Joy Theatre Notes: Manuel Flores is
handling the front door; Chaplin Cavazos,
Mexican impersonator, among the new
faces with the show; Phil Alexander , radio
comedian, emcee and scripter, is scheduled
to join the cast June 25; Wild Bill Strigo,
guitarist-singer , is also doing bits and
parts.
“The

Call of the Cross,” being shown nationally, was exhibited here at three Lutheran churches and the Prospect Hill Library Auditorium during the past week
. . . New Interstate theatre reporter of the
air on KABC is Jerry Fisher, who came
here from KWYZ, Houston . . . The two new
faces in the ticket window at the Empire
are Dorothy Allsup and Ruby Price.

National Films’ short subject on the work
of the Texas Home and Mission Training
School here, together with a Technicolor
feature entitled “ Tubal-Cain ” taken from
the Shepherd’s Psalm in the Bible, was
shown Sunday in the Alamo Heights Presbyterian Church.

Houston — Tickets

Joy

Theatre

personnel:

Clint Liv-

ingstone, stage manager; “Dink” Pruitt,
chorus producer; O. M. Bonner and Ira
Smith, projectionists; Theresa Tagle and
Jewel Morgan, cashiers, and Jimmy W.
Ryan and Leonard Rodriguez, concession
men. A new innovation at the house is the
electric-eye

drinking

courtesies

and precautions against
cidents. In these instances the

pilots are billed for entertainment
than corporation court.

accar

rather

theatrical circles, having done stage work
for dramatic stock and civic opera companies.
Interstate’s ace house here, the Majestic,
had on display in the lobby one of the
largest birthday cakes ever baked in the
Alamo City. The management received
congratulations from local, Hollywood, New
York and Texas personalities on their 10th
anniversary. “Ten-Year Club” of the de
luxe house is composed of employes who
were with the theatre when it opened. They
are Lee

Roy

Handley,

assistant

manager-

treasurer; Mrs. Evangeline “Van” Piper,
cashier; Tom Mills and Eugene Mueller,
projectionists.

Our

congratulations

to

the

Majestic

Theatre’s service staff on the Majestic’s
tenth anniversary .

Hurst's
Beard
Earl at
Ritz
HaleBuys
Center
Hale

Center,

Tex. — Earl

Beard,

popu-

lar in younger business circles, has purchased the Ritz Theatre from Jack Hurst.
The former owner, a native of England,
located here five years ago, building the
Ritz into one of the most frequented
amusement places in northwest Texas.
Hurst

still owns

the Rita

at Abernathy

and

is interested in the show at Petersburg. He is also publisher of the Hale
Center and Abernathy newspapers. Beard
formerly clerked in a drug store and for
the last two seasons was bookkeeper for
a cotton gin.

Build National Theatre
Addition in Santone
Antonio — Work

is under

way

on

an

addition to the National Theatre. Other
improvements will be a Spanish tiled front,
indirect lighting and new auditorium
equipment.
N. Straus Nayfach is architect, Victor
Prassel, contractor, and Matthews & Kenan
are engineering the project.

is well known

in local

Delay at Jacksonville
Jacksonville,

Tex.

—

Due

to

rainy

weather, work on L. M. Threet’s Jackson
Theatre has been delayed slightly, with
the opening now set for August 15.

The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Quality Theatre
1912%

112
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Paramount southern
MORGAN,
QSCAR
sales manager, and his assistant, M. R.
Goodman, paid the Memphis office a visit
. . . Exhibitors seen along the Row: O. G.
Wren, Crescent, Little Rock; Dave Flexer,
New Albany; Mrs. H. G. Brewer, Savoy,
Clarksdale; Lyle Richmond, of Senath;
Norman Fair, of Somerville; C. W. Tipton,
who operates in Manilla, Monette and
Carraway; L. F. Haven sr. of Forrest City;
Mrs. Lela Flippin and daughter, Juanita
Williams, of Cardwell; Burris Smith of
Pocahontas; J. W. Wofford of Eupora;
Whyte Bedford of the New at Hamilton,
Ala.; Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Mitchell and son
of Dumas and Star City, Ark.
W. H. Caver,

AVants

Peterson "Freezem" Mfg. & Sales Co.
316 Southwest I51vd.
Kansas City, Mo.

who

recently

took over the

new theatre in Boonevillc, Miss., was in
Memphis arranging his first bookings. His
instead of
house is known as the “Von”
the AvoJi. W. H. Caver jr. is to be the
active manager.
Grady Cook of the Joy Theatre, Pontotoc, Miss., called in Saturday morning and
advised that he had a fire in his booth
Friday night. No serious damage was done,
and the theatre now is operating again.

Louis Lichenstein, auditor for Fox, is
visiting the local office. E. H. Collins of
the Fox home office spent several days
. C. H. Williams has been added
here
to the ad sales department at Paramount.
Dan

fountain.

Douglas Largen jr., freelance writer, has
been appointed Motion Picture Daily correspondent for San Antonio and surrounding
territory. “Doug”

theatres

are being presented to motorists in
cases where
drivers show
unusual

San

Add

to Houston

Cupid

has

been

very

busy

along

taking his toll from two exchanges: Dorothy Head, bookkeeper at
National Screen, was married to Ben
Adams. Lee Pitts and Virginia Gardener
of the local NTS office did the witness
the

Row,

honors. Cupid’s other arrow struck John
Tomlinson of the Warner office, who was
married to Miss Emily Smith Mahan.

Charles A. McElravy of the Auditorium
was the guest of M. A. Lightman at the
Variety Club luncheon ... TV. A. Poole
of the Nevada Theatre, Prescott, Ark., who
recently underwent a serious operation, is
now back at home recuperating . . . Guy
B. Amis, who operates the Princess at
Lexington, Tenn., and who also is principal
of the high school, spent several days in
Memphis attending the state university
alumni convention. Between meetings he
managed to take care of his bookings successfully.
Lebovitz, of the Harlem Amusement Co. here, and Mrs. Lebovitz have
returned from a vacation in New York . . .
Ed Sapinsley, city manager for Malco, is
mighty busy these days getting ready to
move. into his new home in Hein Park . . .
Dave

Peter Dawson, salesman for National Theatres, whose father died last week, is still
away from his office due to the serious
illness of his mother, who is now in a hospital in Tampa. C. C. Bach, office manager for NTS, cut short his vacation to
the office to help out in Dawreturnson’stoabsence.

Chalmers Cullins and Nate Evans, who
operate the Savoy Theatre in Memphis,
advise they are installing new cooling
equipment . . . “Bill” Caldwell, general
ad sales manager for Fox, paid the Memphis office a visit.
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(Continued

Blankenship's Third House
Under Way in Levelland

from page 108)

around among some of his Filmrow friends
to prove it. Incidentally Stewart said he

Levelland,

will rebuild his theatre this fall, and that’s
definite . . . We wonder what C. W. Sadler, the Weatherford exhibitor, thinks about
Stewart’s watermelons as compared to the
Parker county variety. Besides running
shows, Sadler, too, is a big booster and
worker for the fruit industry of his section.
J. McCarthy, of New York, Universal’s eastern sales manager, has been in
the south making special trips with Harry
Graham, southern division manager. At
Beaumont they were successful in closing
Jefferson Amusement Co. for next year.
McCarthy returned to New York and Graham to Atlanta.

Tex.

—

Work

on

Wallace

Blankenship’s third theatre here is well
under way. The capacity will be 750. The
front will be of glass and the Blankenship
general offices will occupy the second floor
in the front portion of the building.
Blankenship opened the Wallace Theatre
in 1925 and now operates theatres in Seagraves, Andrews and Morton.

Frank

Ed Dorbandt said things are looking up
in the Athens territory with the tomato
harvest in full blast and with the price paid
growers fairly good. He and his brother,
Will, own the Dixie and Liberty there.
Steve Curley, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W.
Curley, of Bridgeport, took his degree this
month at Texas A. & M„ finishing in business administration and crop marketing.
At present he is helping in operation of
the National and the B house and handles
the machines part time. He was in town
Wednesday with the family and did a few
weeks’ booking.
The Warner Club gave a picnic Saturday afternoon and night at Kidd Springs
for members and friends. There were gobs
of fried chicken, 60 said to have been the
count. There was dancing, swimming and
a general good time had by all. A feature
was a softball game between the crack
Warner team and an outside sand lot club.
Lonnie Legg, of Denison, has renewed
and reopened his Superba Theatre, the
job costing $12,500, he told this reporter
while in town booking Wednesday.
Horace Falls, the assistant general manager, and Claud Motley, a district manager for Griffith Amusement Co., were here
from Oklahoma City on bookings for the
Broadway and Lyric theatres in Lubbock
which that circuit recently purchased from
W. A. Mauldin and Mrs. Mauldin. Hereafter these theatres will be booked out of
Oklahoma City, it is believed.
Alfred Sack, president of Sack Amusement Enterprises, which has expanded into
national distribution of all Negro and other
pictures, was in New York on business
this week.
Gene Hughes, of the Texan at Sanger,
was on his regular booking trip Wednesday and made arrangements for more small
washed air units which he has been selling
this summer to little business places.
Returning Monday from the Minneapolis convention, Col. H. A. Cole, president of national Allied, expressed himself
as thoroughly satisfied and pleased with
the outcome of the meeting. Six made the
journey from Texas, all returning about
the same time, the others being A. W.
Lilly, of Greenville; L. C. Tidball, Ft.
Worth; Bob Eulers, booker for Bob Smith
at Mission; and L. M. Threet, Lufkin.
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Spillmans Submit Plan for
Smithsonian Institute
Dallas — Recently

Boxoffice

carried

a

story and photo of bass catches at Red
Bluff Dam, north of Pecos, as sent in
by Jeff Hendon, former Dallas film man
and now connected with the Oscar Korn
theatres at Pecos.
Somewhat later, three adventurers from
Filmrow went out and caught their limit.
The photo here shows Howard Baskin,
O. K. Circuit (Korn) booker; Charlie
Helms, manager of Texas Theatrical Printing Co., and V. W. Crisp, Boxoffice southwestern representative. The string shows
30 bass caught the second day. The first
day was too windy and the water too high
for these game fish. The second, however, was balmy, and the limit was a cinch
by all three. There wasn’t a showman in
the crowd, however, as a five-pound bass
is on this string with its narrow back
straight toward the camera.
These fishermen take their hats off to
Gene Hendon, the Korn manager in Pecos,
who noticeably is doing a fine job with
those circuit theatres there. The Korn
Grand is an exceptionally fine house, modern throughout, with large seating capacity, and Gene is working the proposition
for all it is worth. Jeff, known to all
Filmrow and many Texas exhibitors, is
getting along fine as assistant to Gene.
Nimrods who go in for the game fish can
safely call on this reporter, or the two
others, who were on this trip, for all the
details. Gene and Jeff will help map

San

Boxoffice’s
stitute.

Lubbock,

re-

ported by National Theatre Supply was
made to Mrs. Morris Schulman of the
Palace at Bryan, Tex., and included carpet, padding, projectors and sound system. Projectors and sound also went to
Frank Torres, Azteca, Houston. Republic, here, obtained lamps for their screening room.

Yarborough
Roby,

Remodels

Tex. — After taking

315 S. HARWOOD

and

Theatre

Planning

In-

Tex. — Lindsey

Theatres,

Inc.,

FRONTS

AND

LOBBIES

KING'S

pull them in.
individual treatment of theatre auditoriums please patrons inside.

KING'S

KING

for Theatre Remodeling and Re-vamping.
KNOWING HOW
SINCE 1910
PLANS

ON

FREE

REMODELING

KING

SCENIC

JOB

CO.

over the Roby

Theatre, Paul Yarborough started immediately to remodel and re-equip the house,
including upholstered seats, new sound and
new cooling. He plans to show full time.

BUFFALO

Modern

See
week

Spillman

will build a new 1,400-seat theatre on the
site of the present Lindsey, construction
to start in September, it was announced
by the company simultaneously with the
purchase of the Broadway, Lyric and Cactus theatres. The new house will open
about the first of the year. Manager Arlie
Crites believes.

Report Sales
sale of the

W.

Lindsey Theatres Build
Deluxer in Lubbock

plans and possibly go along if theatre duties do not interfere.

Dallas — Leading

Antonio — Beverly

son, local theatre architects, have submit ed a drawing for the Smithsonian Institute of Art Building, to be built in Washington, D. C. Architectural firms throughout the United States were invited to present plans for the proposed structure.
Spillman & Spillman are members of

COOLING
BUFFALO

ENGINEERING

2011V2 Jackson St.
DALLAS

EQUIPMENT
CO., INC.

Dallas,

texas
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" Real Work" Helps Arkansas
Exhibitor Realize Ambition
By LYNN

■pOMMY
Noble III, son
of the State
atre managing
director,
has Theapulled
safely through an appendectomy . . .
Charles Douglas, formerly with the State
Theatre, is visiting here on vacation. At
the conclusion of his visit, he will return

HUBBARD

J^RKANSAS can claim its share of women exhibitors, but there is none, perhaps, who has been faced with more difficult problems than has Mrs. Margaret
F. Harkey, widow of the late John Harkey, of Ola. Mrs. Harkey is owner and
general manager of the Ozark Amusement
Co., with headquarters at Hardy. Eight
film houses are included in her circuit.

to his post with the Federal Bureau of Investigation at Washington . . . Miss Elizabeth Dooley, daughter of Pearl Dooley,
Purcell, in town for visits with friends . . .
Louise Murfin, dark-haired State Theatre cashier, has resigned.
Hank Harold, Standard Theatres artist,
is back at his post after a vacation . . .
Blackwell has passed an ordinance prohibiting the exhibition of carnivals . . .
Just to prove the metropolitan newspapers were all wrong about the fishing at
Lake Murray, Doc Biggerstaff, Blanchard
theatre owner, and his wife hitched their
new out-board motorboat. Miss Blanchard,
to the car last weekend, stayed at the
lake a couple of days and returned with
50 mixed game fish. Just to prove that it
was no accident, Doc returned to the lake
again with H. C. Freeny, John Grady and
H. E. Green, and caught twice as many.

She is probably the youngest woman exhibitor in the state of Arkansas.
In short, this is an account of a young
woman who, through hard work and plenty
of struggles, has carried on a business
which she and her husband began a few
years ago, a fulfillment of a desire which
both were determined to carry out.
But first, let Mrs. Harkey tell in her
own words just how she became interested in the film theatre business:
“Although my husband had been postmaster at Ola for several years, it had
been his desire and ambition to own and
operate a film theatre. He conceived the
idea of opening houses in several small
towns. It soon became obvious, however,
that most of the towns in Arkansas large
enough to support theatres already had
them. Moreover, it was not an easy matter
to find them close enough together to
form a full week’s playing time.
“About a year before we opened our
circuit, we began reading Boxoffice and
other film periodicals and one day read
where our idea of starting a small circuit
was not original at all. We read an
article later, however, where a man on
the Pacific coast was handling a circuit
of small theatres successfully. In order to
get first-hand information, we made a trip
to the states of Oregon and Washington
and stayed there for a month. We learned, to some degree, how these circuits were
operated.
“In April, 1935, we opened our first
film house at Mountain View, Ark. We used
Simplex portables and a fireproof portable booth. Every attempt was made to
produce a first-class performance. After
financing this project, which ran into several hundred dollars, we found ourselves
virtually broke. We were totally unknown
in this territory and had opened our first
show with a reserve of $4.35!
“But we didn’t become discouraged. In
fact, it wasn’t long till we had added four
more houses to our string. Later we added two more. We began to feel then that
the chances we had taken in investing all
our money had actually been worthwhile.
We gradually discarded Legion huts and
school auditoriums for theatre buildings,
before my husband’s death in December, 1937, we had added our eighth film
house to our circuit.

mountainous roads, or an all-day drive
around a ferry which was out of operation because of high water.

Bob O’Donnell is going to do some tall
flying to land here in Oklahoma City for
the annual convention of the Theatre

“My work is a pleasure. But it is real
work. Since my husband’s death, every
decision pertaining to my theatres has
been mine to make. I am the one who
determines whether a new part is needed
for a projector, or whether the old one
can be repaired. Lately, I have not done
much traveling to the towns where my
theatres are located. I spend most of my
time in my Hardy Theatre at my desk
where I work eight or more hours every
day.

Owners of Oklahoma. He’ll arrive in
Tulsa by plane from Omaha, Neb., the
morning of the second day of the convention and then ride another plane into
Oklahoma City in time to make one of the
feature addresses . . . It’s going to be
tough on the strip teasers in local theatres in the future. Sheriff George Goff
has organized a morals squad whose duty
will be to visit any and all theatres where
such acts are offered and report on same.

“My
towns

circuit has given free shows in the
where we operate to underprivileged children. We contribute to churches
and civic organizations in all our towns,
although we operate in seven of them only
one day each week.
“I am a member of a local women’s
club, treasurer of the American Legion
Auxiliary, teach a Sunday school class, and
belong to a weekly bridge club. I feel
that I could never be satisfied in any
other kind of work. I also feel that I am
carrying out my husband’s greatest desire— that of becoming a successful mo-

tion picture exhibitor.”
It must be added that Mrs. Harkey attends all state ITO conventions, takes
notes from speeches made by national film
figures, and strives to keep up with what
is going on in various phases of the
theatre business. She is known to almost
every exhibitor in the state, and all admire her for her aggressiveness and eagerness to succeed.

and

“Since assuming responsibility of the
circuit myself, I have been faced with all
sorts of problems. Some of you will no
doubt ask, ‘What about competition?’ Certainly, I have had competition, but I don’t
worry about the other fellow’s business
as much as I do my own. To adhere to
the motto of show business has meant
numerous dangerous drives over slippery,

CITY

Kantor
Hollywood

—

Yarn

to Metro

Metro

has

purchased

“Arouse and Beware,” by MacKinlay Kantor. Edward Chodorov, who is scripting,
will also produce.
Titled "Happy

Hollywood

“Heaven

Ending"

— Paramount

has

retitled

on a Shoestring” to “Happy

End-

Robert Busch, manager of the Tower,
arranged to secure a handbag from the
personal wardrobe of Bette Davis for a
co-op coritest with the KOCY daily movie
news program; getting daily plugs for
“Dark Victory’’ on the program and a
downtown Main street window display of
the purse . . . Bob Pfotenhauer, manager
of the State, is displaying a brand new
suit in keeping with his annual summer
custo?n as well as a very fine “re-issue.”
The Film Exchange softball team is rating some nice publicity and some ace-high
games by playing in the only lighted commercial softball park here and having
their games broadcast.

Williams
Open
Olney,

and

Eagle

Airdome
Tex. — Walt

in Olney
Williams

ing.”

and

Homer

Eagle of Wichita Falls have built an airdome which they scheduled to open early
in the week. A 25-foot stucco front was
erected and the remainder of the 25x140foot lot was to be fenced in.
Admission is 5 and 10 cents with the
show to run every night except Sunday.
The public was invited to attend in work
clothes and oil field workers told to feel
free to come in their “rough-neck” attire.
All new equipment was purchased, it was
said. One free show a week, sponsored by
local business men, is planned.
BOXOFFICE
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25,000 CITIZENS OF QUEBEC SIGN A PROTEST
AGAINST THE 10 PER CENT AMUSEMENT TAX
J. Arthur Paquet Speaks
For 11 Closed Houses
In Asking Relief
Montreal — Twenty-five thousand Quebec citizens have signed resolutions of
protest against the municipality’s ten per
cent amusement tax which has caused the
closing of the city’s 11 motion picture
theatres, throwing 133 employes out of
work. The employes sent a delegation to
Mayor Lucien Borne — their second within
a week — to ask that he bring the theatre
strike to a close, but the mayor told them

Paramounteers

Canadian contingent, or a part of it at the recent Paramount convention in Hollywood: Pat J. Hogan, branch manager, St. John, left; Thomas
Dowbiggin, Montreal salesman; Jack Hunter, Toronto branch manager;

to go back to the theatre owners and demand that the cinemas be reopened. He
declared that the operators were trying to
make a test case of the tax. Meanwhile a
theatre at suburban Limoilou, and two at
Levis across the river, are doing a booming business.
The case for the theatre operators is
put by J. Arthur Paquet, director of Auditorium, Ltd., proprietors of the Capitol
Theatre, in the following letter to Mayor
Borne:
“At the meeting of the Administrative
Committee on Wednesday last and in interviews which you gave to newspapermen,
you

made certain statements which constrain me to bring up the matter again
with the hope of putting an end to a

situation of which
ing the ill effects.

the city is already

feel-

"Forcing Deficits”
“You persist in your allegation that
Quebec’s theatres did not give a sufficient
trial to your ten per cent surtax on admission prices. I must say again that it
was yourself who fixed that period of time.
Remember, too — without my making any
mention of the hundreds of dollars that
you have kept from the Public Aid Fund
by reducing ‘sous du pauvre’ receipts —
that it was with the money of others that
you

carried out that one month’s experience. Is it fair to force our theatres to
continue to face more deficits by seeking a
new surtax, which, added to more than 20
others, is due to lead them to ruin?
“By refusing to rescind the demand for
that new tax and by forcing the theatres
to close their doors do you realize the
hundreds of thousands of dollars you are
taking from the city and Quebec taxpayers. And what is to become of the properties which you are forcing into irreparable
depreciation in an effort to obtain more
revenue?
“I would call your close attention to
what has been written by one Montreal
economist in commenting on your surtax
and

the closing of Quebec’s theatres: ‘Excesses in taxation not only demoralize
commerce and stop money from circulating freely in business channels, but fail
in their first and main objective, which
is to produce receipts.’
“Because I have taken
BOXOFFICE
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myself

to

in Hollywood —

The

Akim

Tamiroff, one of Paramount’s featured players; Morris Mulligan, Canadian general manager, who headquarters in Toronto; W. J . O'Neill, treasurer of Paramount in Canada; Manny Brown, branch manager, Montreal;
Dave Brickman, Winnipeg branch manager.

act in a case, which is the cause of all
theatres and the citizens of Quebec, you

tax, I would
the following

accuse me of being ‘more interested than
the rest.’ As a matter of fact, Mr. Mayor
it happens that the interests that you are
reproaching me for defending are not
only mine, but those of 600 shareholders
in the Auditorium Company, Ltd., of

appeared

which 99 per cent are French-Canadians
living in the province of Quebec. Among
them

are religious institutions which render such great service that we cannot but
try to protect their interests.
“Even if you choose to disregard them,
Mr. Mayor, I take it upon myself to state
that desire to fulfill as well as possible the
duties that the company shareholders
passed on to me in July of 1933. At a
special general meeting, by reason of an
unanimously adopted resolution, I was
given the duty of protecting the holders of
the first bond issue of $362,000 by surveying the operations and maintenance of
the Capitol Theatre.
“Not Acting Justly"
“Because I am applying myself to that
task with all the energy and devotion possible, and because I am trying to save the
money of nearly 600 respectable compatriots of yours, you are trying to have
some doubt cast on the nature of my
activities.
“You are not acting justly when you
charge that children of 12, 13 and 14 years
of age are being solicited to sign a petition
in favor of the theatres. When you read
the thousands of signatures of respectable
citizens which are on these petitions you
will regret having taken such a step in an
effort to reduce the number of protests
which express the true feelings of our
population.
“If you require a disinterested remark
from outsiders to convince you that — in
the interests of the city and your administration— you should alter your decision without delay and not apply the sur-

ask you to read attentively
passages of an article which

on the editorial page

treal paper under

the

of a Mon-

heading

‘Quebec

City
Without picture
Movies.’ theatres pay heavy
“ ‘Moving
taxes and this cost, like all others, has to
be met by the public. In Quebec City the
limit of expense has evidently been reached
and now that the civic fathers have added

ten per cent to the taxation all the
houses have closed their doors.

11

“ ‘The Aldermen, it is stated, profess to
believe that the proprietors are merely
bluffing and that they will finally have to
reopen their doors. The reply to this
charge is that there is no bluff at all, and
that unless the extra ten per cent tax is
removed it will be useless to try to operate
moving picture houses in the Ancient
Capital.
“ ‘Whatever the merits of the arguments, it is certain that the theatres are
closed, that the proprietors are getting no
revenue, and that about 133 persons have
been deprived of their jobs. What are the
workless employes to do? Go on the dole?
In such an event the cost of their keep
would have to be borne by the taxpayers,

also, like the theatres, are overburdened as it is. From this distance the
issue looks like another case of legislators
killing the tax goose, an all too common
practice. No business, amusement, or
other, can operate at a loss for any length
of time. It is to be presumed that Quebec’s civic fathers will have the wisdom
to reconsider their decision and perhaps
who

meet

the protesting entertainment purveyors half way. Certainly a city without theatres would be unique and in Quebec’s case the very valuable tourist trade
might receive a severe blow. The tax
question should be settled, for if the movie
houses remain closed there will be much
loss all round.’
“Mr. Mayor,

this wise

counsel

comes

to

K
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you from
from me.

that

editorial

“Theatre owners
than half way up to
ly 22 taxes. It is up
part by suspending
per cent levy.

writer, and

not

have met you more
now by paying exactto you now to do your
collection of your ten

“Do not, above all, maintain that this is
impossible because the article in the Bill
(Quebec

Bill) says that all persons

attend-

ing a showing ‘must (French ‘devra’) pay
a surtax of ten per cent. Mr. Louis St.
Laurent, K. C., pointed out how you could
suspend collection of the tax until the
next session of the legislature, and then
obtain ratification of the suspension
which the circumstances render inevitable.
Surely there will be no taxpayer to force
you to maintain an inapplicable law, and
were

there any with such poor considerations as to bring the matter before the
courts, justices will surely accord you the
necessary delay for the legislature to remedy an unbearable situation which has
been created.
“This is a matter which calls for frank
and faithful consideration. It is the only
means by which the city will be able to
obtain the revenues it drew from the theatres, and of saving the tourist trade which
is already starting to veer away from
Quebec.”
(Signed) J. Arthur
Auditorium, Ltd.

Paquet,

Director

of

On receipt of the letter, Mayor Borne
reiterated his determination not to rescind
or reduce the tax. Meanwhile, the business of the city is suffering; tourists are
being kept away by adverse publicity, and
shopkeepers are finding their revenues
diminished and are joining in the demand
that an end be put immediately to an intolerable situation.

pAMOUS
PLAYERS theatre managers of
British Columbia, like their fellow
managers throughout Canada, are grooming themselves in preparation for their
company’s convention July 24 at Niagara
Falls, Ont. Thirty will go from this province alone, and, as the train moves east,
additions will be picked up along the line.
The

appeal

it’s decision

board

has

in answer

yet to announce

to the plea of the

projectionists’ union that their case be
carried to a higher court to confirm, or
set aside, the verdict of the lower, which
granted Hollywood Theatres damages and
costs in their suit against the union for
wrongful picketing.
The project of another theatre again
has come up. It is proposed to erect it in
the Point Grey district with a seating capacity of 450. From time to time, a theatre has been mentioned for that district,
but nothing started; those who claim to
know, assert that there is now no question
about it, and that work will be started
early in the fall. They also say that the
sponsors are prairie men.
It is definitely announced that Roy Lerner, Ontario salesman for GN, will assume charge of their Vancouver office

May

Shutdown

Not Be in Vain

Ottawa — The prolonged dispute in the
City of Quebec over the increase in the
amusement tax, which culminated in the
closing of 11 theatres in that center as a
protest against the accumulation of taxation for the cinemas, is held up as an example of possible developments in any city
or town in the Province of Ontario which
decides to establish a system of ticket tax
under the proposal of the Ontario Mayors
Association for the passing of an act by
the Ontario Legislature enabling a municipality to impose a local levy on admissions.
The municipal authorities at Quebec
City wanted more revenue and hit upon
the apparently simple method of doubling
the tax on theatre patronage with the
thought in mind that the revenue would
be doubled. Actually, all such revenue has
completely vanished because exhibitors
found it would be more profitable to close
down. Public opinion has been aroused
and the civic fathers have learned a
lesson.
Mayor Stanley Lewis of Ottawa has
given assurance that the amusement tax,
which was abolished throughout Ontario
two years ago this month, will not be reestablished as a local form of impost and
has come out flat-footed in opposition to
any move to assess theatre-goers.
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apparently

F-P Managers Will
Meet al Niagara
—

Official

announcement

is

that the 21st annual managers convention of Famous Players Canadian Corp.,
will be held at Niagara Falls, Ont., for the
four days commencing Monday, July 24,

with

Vice-President J. J. Fitzgibbons presiding. Managers from coast to coast in
the Dominion will be in attendance at the
one meeting

satisfactory

to him.

A new theatre has opened in Lillooet,
a 100-seater, which is said to be the most
unique

in Canada and emphatically reminiscent of the Gold Rush Days of the
Cariboo. It is owned and operated by M.
L. Murray and his wife and promises to be
one of the show places on the old Cariboo
Trail.
Theatre

attendance

is low,

very

low,

and managers cannot account for it. The
weather has been to cool for competition
from the summer resorts and there have
been some very good pictures shown, so
what?
Fred

H. Stephens, director of the Community Club of Bralorne, and the theatre
manager, Jim Stewart, Pioneer Mines, are
due in this city on a booking and looking
visit.
Bob McEwan, Star Theatre, is back
from that fishing trip and is now putting
his golf clubs in shape.

Among
Toronto

highly

Laver, Bloor Theatre, Toronto; J. M.
Robertson, Capitol Theatre, Victoria, B. C.;
Leon Osier, Regent Theatre, Oshawa,
Ont.; Harold Hitchinson, Strand Theatre,
Hamilton, Ont., and Cecil S. Neville of
Vancouver, B. C.

made

Protest Theatre

within the next two weeks, taking it over
from L. A. Allen who has managed it for
the past two years. Where L. A. is going,
he will not say, but from the cheerful way
in which he announced the change, it is

for the first time in the com-

pany’s history, the western division conference, which was held in Winnipeg last
September, being abandoned for this year.
President N. L. Nathanson will be in attendance on one day of the 1939 convention.

those who

will play a prominent

role in the convention program are the district managers who include: Morris Stein,
Toronto, northern and eastern Ontario;
John

Hazza,

Manitoba

Calgary, Alberta and Saskatchewan; Frank Kershaw, Winnipeg,
and New Ontario; Frank Gow,

Vancouver suburban and British Columbia, and Robert S. Roddick, western Ontario. Larry Bearg is the supervisor for the
Vancouver district and was recently in
Toronto

for a conference which is preliminary to the general convention. Program discussions will be led by various

head office officials including SecretaryTreasurer T. J. Bragg, Comptroller R. W.

These

Chief Booker Ben Geldsaler, Supervisor C. M. Robson and Vice-President
Fitzgibbons who, with President Nathanson, form the executive committee of the
company which makes all decisions on
matters of company policy, theatre building, operation and booking.

Clarence Robson, eastern division supervisor; Clarence Dentelbeck, supervisor of
projection; John Hazza of Calgary, district
supervisor; Frank H. Gow of Vancouver,
suburban and Okanagan Valley supervisor;

Hollywood — John Wayne has signed a
new pact with Republic, calling for five
films annually. Under the new arrange-

The convention will be marked by the
further recognition of employes who have
been identified with the Canadian chain
for the past 21 years, these having been
honored one year ago with memberships
in the
charter

N.

G.

“20th Anniversary Club.”
members are as follows:

Barrow, assistant secretary-treasurer; J. R. Muir, Strand Theatre, Vancouver; W. E. Kerr, chief accountant;
Jack Arthur, Uptown Theatre, Toronto;
George Stroud, Palace Theatre, Hamilton;
L. G. Geering, general auditor; J. J. Taylor, head office; R. G. Darby, insurance
department manager; J. S. Smart, Capitol
Theatre, Port Hope, Ont.; M. J. Doyle,
Parkdale Theatre, Toronto; E. J. Landsborough, Capitol Theatre, Galt, Ont.; E. J.

Bolstad,

New

Pact to Wayne

ment, Wayne steps out of the “Three Mesquiteers” setup. A replacement for him
is being sought.

R. de R. de Sales Dies in Paris
Montreal — The Marquis Raoul de Roussy de Sales, who served the Province of
Quebec for ten years as chairman of its
board of motion picture censors, is dead
in Paris, at the age of 86.
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longest days are with us again,

motion picture theatres are feeling the
effect of the urge to stay outdoors. Fine
weather is the greatest of deterrents to
film-going and some
anxious to see a good
as any farmer.

managers
downpour

are as
of rain

So far there is no sign of the usual
summer exhibitions of 16 mm pictures in
the parks and at country resorts but they
will be making their appearance soon,
adding
agers.

another

trial to the theatre

man-

Exhibitors from out of town have been
scarce around Filmrow and this may be
due to the attractions of the fishing
camps, to which some distributors are also
lured.
Six
being

Gaumont- British films are now
shown aboard Canadian Pacific

liners — Harry

Paynter

of Empire-Univer-

sal announces that “The Sun Never Sets,”
British diplomatic film, now playing at
the Palace, ivas one of the films shown to
Their Majesties, King George and Queen
Elizabeth, on their return voyage on the
Empress of Britain.
Exhibitors noted around Filmrow include Melville Lodge of Danville; T. Trow
of Three Rivers; Jack Adilson of Ste.

of Lord Tweedsmuir, Canada’s governorgeneral, has given up film direction at
Elstree to embark on a political career. He
is working for the Imperial Policy group,
a research and propaganda organization.
Being without films, Quebec citizens
have arranged a series of band concerts to
be given on Dufferin Terrace. Nine bands
will participate, and the concerts will be
given thrice weekly.
The

death

of Narcisse

V. Gastonguay,

ported.
Gratien Gelinas, famed French-Canadian comedian, has gone to Paris. He will
be back, however, for his radio contract
has been renewed by a local brewing firm
Canada’s

season.

highest-paid

Gelinas

is one

of

artists.

Recorder-in-Chief J. Amedee Thouin
has postponed hearing of the 132 cases of
alleged
against

infringement of the ban on admission of juveniles made by the city
local cinema operators.

Gregoire

Kuperman,

representative

of

the newsreel “France- Actualities,” who
has been staying at the Hotel Piccadilly,
New York, is contemplating a visit to
Montreal in the hope of placing his newsreel, which is a Gaumont production.

Agathe; Oscar Thuot of St. John’s, and
V. Martineau of Valleyfield . . . H. Case of
Regal Films made a midweek trip to
Louisville.

St. Denis Theatre is reported to be the
latest to contemplate the installation of a

Here’s an idea for local exhibitors seeking an additional attraction. A cinema in

cooling system — “The Life of Christ” and
“The Passion Play” are two religious films
shown recently in a Montreal church.

Copenhagen, Denmark, has started a “dog
park.” In the suburbs, where so many men
and women take their dogs out for a run
in the evenings, the idea might be helpful
to neighborhood theatres.
William

Buchan,

22-year-old

second

son

Empire Film Quoias
Find Canada Cold
Ottawa — The Dominion government
in no way, interested in the proposal
Col. Harry Day in the British House

is,
by
of

through the adoption of an act comparable with the Cinematographs Act, 1938
(Great

Britain), it is reported. It is understood that New South Wales is moving
for the establishment of a 15 per cent
quota for British films, but Canada will
have none of it.
The question came before the Imperial
Economic Conference in Ottawa in 1932
but was quickly discouraged when it was
emphasized that Canadian exhibitors prefer ed a free choice of pictures. It is
pointed out that the regulation of moving
picture entertainment in Canada lies en:: June

24, 1939

Paynter,

province

of

Quebec

name

of John

Grierson

system

of centralized control
duction under the auspices
minion government.

of film proof the Do-

Mr. Grierson, who has been identified
with the development of documentary
films in Great Britain, will shortly visit
Ottawa, according to information received
in the

Canadian capital, and the authorized board will be created some time in

July, it is understood. The organization
of the unit has been delayed because of
the Royal Visit with various government
officials, including Director F. C. Badgley
of the government motion picture bureau.
The tour is now a matter of history and
the federal departments have resumed a
more normal routine, with the result that
attention is once more being
ward the new film setup.

directed

to-

This will be the third trip to Canada of
Mr. Grierson. Last fall he made a quick
tour of the country for a survey after
which he made recommendations to the
government which led to the introduction
before the House of a “bill to create a
national film board” by Hon. W. D. Euler,
minister of trade and commerce. Later he
spent some time in Ottawa in an advisory
capacity when considerable criticism of
the proposal was offered by members of
the opposition, both in the commons and
senate, on the ground that the board was

manager of Empire -Universal, announces
that “Mac” Leibson has been moved up
from the poster department to be booker,
and Herb Mathers, booker, has been advanced to salesman.

unnecessary, a waste of funds and a duplication of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp.
which, it was claimed, had developed to
the point of an expensive government
monopoly.

G. W. Hogarth

A Dominion-Sponsored
Historic Film Started

Harrow's

Commons for the enactment of any legislation providing for the establishment of
an Empire film quota in cooperation with
the Home Government or any other part
of the British Commonwealth of Nations,

BOXOFFICE

Harry

Ottawa- — The

of London, England, is mooted as Canada’s first national film commissioner as
provided under the national film board
act which was passed at the last session
of Canadian Parliament to provide for a

in

charge of Keith-Albee activities in Nova
Scotia a number of years, has been re-

for the 1939-40

May Be Grierson

Will Build

First Theatre

Toronto — The village of Harrow, in
western Ontario, is to have its first theatre through the erection of a building by
Gordon W. Hogarth of Kingsville who
already owns the Roxy in that town and
the Rio in Essex. The Harrow Theatre
will seat 400, will cost $24,000 and is
scheduled to open August 1.
Business property on the main street of
Mitchell, Ont., has been purchased by
Mrs. H. J. Sutherland, operator of the
Lyric at St. Mary’s, for the first theatre
in Mitchell but a start has not yet been
made on its construction. The present
building on the site is a large garage.

Ottawa — Because of the wide interest
engendered in the history of the Dominion
through the triumphant tour by the British Monarchs, a film dealing with Canadian life is already in course of preparation, it is revealed
ernment.

governments is the rule calling for a failpercentage of British scenes in every
topical film. This rule was adopted because of the preponderance of American
views in the average newsreel.

Gov-

The feature will be produced by Cecil
B. DeMille of Hollywood. An official source
is responsible for the information that the
permission has been granted, within prescribed limitations, for the actual appearance in the production of members of
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police who
would be under the direct supervision of
technical
One

tirely within the jurisdiction of the respective nine provinces and the only suggestion
of a quota requirement by the provincial

by the Dominion

advisers of the Canadian
ernment to insure accurate details.

gov-

who has been in touch with government officials regarding the picture is

M. A. Milligan, general manager of Paramount Film Service, Ltd., who acted as an
agent
a

of DeMille in sounding out the possibility of federal cooperation. There is

prospect that the recently-created national film board may have a hand in

the production

details.
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Grand

National Financial

Revamp
RAINS such as this western province has
not seen for ten years have been falling
steadily into their second week bringing
green fields, overflowing reservoirs and
sloughs, wiping out the “dust bowl” and
leaving in its stead a quagmire that has
made nothing but train travel possible.
In some districts nine-year-old children
are seeing real rain for the first time in
their lives. In a province where the entire life depends on the agricultural produce, such rains spell millions of dollars.
With any kind of a break at all on the
price of wheat this year should see a
wave of theatre repairs, changes, building
and development unprecedented, say those
who know.
Originally

slated

to remain

closed

two

weeks, the Capitol at Regina was reopened within a week because of the rains.
Huge crowds with no where to go had
been overtaxing other show houses in the
city and Western Supervisor Frank Kershaw, in Regina, from Winnipeg for the
direction of operations in connection with
the $50,000 remodeling program, ordered
24-hour shifts to get the main structural
work completed in a rush to open. What
with “Juarez” for the opener
day drew standing room only
and more ram. Another week’s
continue after show hours.

the initial
sigjis . . .
work

will

Unable to get several prominent medical men to attend because of pressure of
work at this time of the year, the two-day
clinics, of southern Saskatchewan doctors at Regina and northern doctors at
Saskatoon overcame the difficulty by using plenty of motion pictures dealing with
all phases of medical questions. Leading
medicos expressed the belief the visual
system of amazing value.
Newsreels coverage of the royal visit to
Canada and the United States of King
George VI and Queen Elizabeth came in
for laudatory comment in Saskatchewan

theatres and those of similar chains, have
been lightened by use of air mail.
Members of the Pathe camera crew returned to New York after filming the
Dionne
York,

quintuplets at play on special playground equipment brought from New
at a make-believe birthday party,

at practicing singing for the visit to Toronto to see the King and Queen, and in
a miniature grocery store, also brought
from New York. The shooting only took
a week. The Quints are now on
a-day” showing to the public.
Always

a

good

supporter

a “two-

of the camp

fund of the Kiwanis Club, H. A. “Scotty”
Bercovich, manager of the Rex, Regina,
again has given the club $75 worth of
tickets to be retailed to members and the
sum gained thereby turned into the camp
fund.
Reason the audience at the Roxy, Regina, the other night thought there was
a wild Indian in the projection booth was
explained on announcement by Milton
Parker, operator, he had just become the
proud parent of a daughter . . . Manager
I. Reinhorn is sporting a natty ash tray,
a present from the Winnipeg office of 20th
Century-Fox, as a result of winning in a
recent drive.
Merryfield, east cm the C. N. R. main
line and near the Manitoba border, is finishing up its new community theatre and
convention center at a cost of $15,000. It
will have 400 seats and modern projection
equipment upstairs, dance floor in the
high ceilinged basement. J. Reid is president of the Merryfield Motion Picture Co.

Signed

and

Assigned

Hollywood — Metro has given Lee Bowman a new term acting contract and a role
in “Northwest

Passage.”

with

Bishop’s

blessing.

With continuing regular service by
Trans Canada Airlines now telegraph tolls
of all theatre houses on main centers,
especially Famous Players Canadian Corp

118

has

been

received

by

Allen declared that any decisions in the
United States would affect the Canadian
distributing company because 51 per cent
of the capital stock was held by Grand
National in the States, the remaining 49
per cent being owned by him. Canadian
Grand National had experienced a shortage of product, with the exception of
state-right pictures, but a number had
recently been received, including “Exile
Express,” “Long Shot,” “Panama Patrol”
and three westerns, “Ride ’Em Cowgirl,”
“Six-Gun Rhythm” and “Trigger Pals.”
He declared that the situation would be
straightened in good time before the opening of the new season.

Clearance Reform Drive
Finds Ready Support
Toronto — The Anti-Protection League,
sponsored by the Independent Theatres
Assn of Ontario in a campaign to agitate
for reforms in clearance schedules affecting all theatres in the Dominion, has distributed a membership sticker in the form
of a red seal which exhibitors are asked to
use on all correspondence as a feature of
the drive.
Chairman J. O. Scott of the league appointed Harold Kay, manager of the Fox
Theatre,

Toronto, and an active campaigner, to organize the Toronto independents. Kay has reported interviews with

nearly every local exhibitor and the membership list is “practically 100 per cent
complete,” he declared. Scott himself has
found ready response from independents in

any

issue,” he declared.

Farm Residents Reverse
' Fast Time ' Process
Ottawa — The

attitude

of rural residents

toward

daylight saving has never been enthusiastic and, in this, they have shared
the views of theatremen. It has remained

I. Levitt, manager of Columbia’s office
at Winnipeg, touring Saskatchewan . . .
also Doug Rosen, manager Empire-Universal. Found Estevan, in heart of
drought country, soaking wet under heavy
rain . . . Harold Bishop, manager of Winnipeg Capitol, passed through western
cities en route by Trans Canada Airlines
and United Airlines to Los Angeles on

him

Toronto — Word

Harry J. Allen of Toronto, vice-president
and general manager of Grand National
Films, Ltd., of the move in the United
States for the financial reorganization of
the parent producing company.

every film exchange territory. “I have
never found the independents so united on

from the attorney-general, Hon. T. C.
Davis, K. C., who pointed out the immense
value to people in the hinterlands, to
farmers who had to stay home because
the meagre allowance at their command
was only sufficient to ensure the children
reaching points where they could see the
royal couple.

holidays. He’ll have to buy himself some
new Mexican sports shoes seeing H. A.
Bercovich, manager of the Rex, Regina,
took such a fancy to them on his recent
Winnipeg visit he carried them off with

Plan Reported

for the farmers,

however,

to spring

prise by putting daylight saving
verse for the harvesting season.

a sur-

into re-

Members
move

100%

Dowbiggin —

The

new 100 Percenter, Tommy Dowbiggin, Montreal salesman, chats with
Robert Preston, Paramount Golden
Circle player. Inadvertently, last week
a wrong cut referring to Dowbiggin,

of the Woodstock Fruit Cooperative, Ltd., unanimously decided to
the clocks back one hour from

Standard Time, thus making a two-hour
jump from the Daylight Saving Time prevailing in numerous urban centers, this
change in the hours being considered to be
in the best interest of farmers in the
harvest period. It’s all very much a puzzle which can best be explained: When
city dwellers are arising at 7 a. m., the
farmers will be getting up at 5 a. m., although it will really be 6 a. m. Standard
Time for both. Or will it?

appeared.
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HIRSCH, president of ConsoliJ^RTHUR dated
Theatres, Ltd., Montreal, has
spent some time in Toronto to confer with
head office officials of Famous Players
Canadian Corp. regarding plans and policies. Consolidated operates a group of
leading first-run theatres in Montreal as
an affiliate of Famous Players.
Kenneth M. Leach, prominent exhibitor
of Calgary, Alta., and Mrs. Leach have
gone to Rochester, Minn., with their
daughter who is undergoing special treatment at the Mayo Hospital. Mr. Leach,
who is well known among Toronto film
distributors , operates three theatres in
partnership with Famous Players Canadian Corp., these being the Variety, Strand
and Empress.
S. C. Atkinson, vice-president of General Films, Ltd., Regina, has concluded
his business visit in Toronto where the
company operates its eastern headquarters for the distribution of 16 mm. films.
While in the east, Mr. Atkinson visited
the New
Montreal

York World’s Fair and included
and Ottawa in his itinerary.

A prominent film man who is highly enthused with the splendor of the New York

nounced the appointment as salesman of
the Montreal branch of Frank Leduc, a
pioneer of the film trade who was with
Canadian Universal for years.
Mrs.

H.

S. Falk

of

the

headquarters

staff of Independent Theatres Ass’n, Toronto, spent two strenuous weeks in New
York City when she took in the big Fair.
Manager

Jules

Bernstein

of

Toronto

Loew’s has adopted the policy of midweek
openings for the summer months, with
new programs starting each Wednesday.
The Imperial of the Famous Players’ chain
has also moved its opening day ahead to
the midweek mark.
Raymond S. Allen, general manager of
the Allen group of theatres in Ontario, is
happy in the arrival of a son shortly after
the family moved into a new palatial
home.
Manager Bob Eves of the Eglinton Theatre, a Toronto suburban unit of the FP
chain, takes his golf seriously — to the extent that he timed his holidays so that he
could take in the prolonged U. S. open
championship tourney at Philadelphia.
Current

structural

developments

an-

nounced

from

the head

office of Famous

Players include the completion of an
elaborate new air-conditioner in the Capitol at Montreal.
Vern. Hudson of the Capitol Theatre
had a busy three days with the annual
carnival of the North Toronto Businessmen’s Ass’n which included a street parade— made up largely of huge brewery
trucks (empty).
Howard Schedewitz, manager of the
Lyric Theatre, Kitchener, Ont., spent a
few days touring western Ontario during
which he inspected the new Allen house,
the Strand, at Tillsonburg. The Allens
plan to re-open the Broadway Theatre in
the Northern Ontario town of Haileybury
which

is again

some rous
years
fire.

showing

of lethargy

After touring

signs of life after
following

Canada

a disast-

with King

George

and

Queen Elizabeth as a newsreel cameraman, Lucien Roy stopped off briefly
in Toronto before returning to Vancouver,
B. C., where he is branch manager of Associated Screen News, Ltd. Roy was one
of 15 cameramen who covered various
stages of the Royal Tour.

World’s Fair is Fred Trebilcock, assistant
manager of the Uptown Theatre, big
downtown
circuit.

house

of the Famous

Players’

John Hazza, district manager at Calgary for Famous Players Canadian Corp.,
was one of the leading prize winners at
the spring meet of the Long Beach race
track, where he personally supervised the
running of his crack horses during a visit
in the Ontario capitol. The local film
fraternity also enjoyed considerable success in a financial way by following the
Hazza colors.
Simon Meretsky, well-known as the
owner of a group of theatres at Windsor,
Ont., suffered a severe reverse when the
grandstand of Devonshire track was destroyed by fire from unknown cause. Meretsky was one of a syndicate which had
purchased the former race track with its
stand, clubhouse, paddock a?id extensive
stables. The stand seated 10,000. He had
been awaiting developments which would
have meant the re-opening of the track.
An important film visitor here has been
R. J. McAdam, pioneer exhibitor of St.
John, N. B., who made the rounds of the
exchanges and leading local theatres.

From the Far North of Ontario has
come Alex Solomon, one of the pioneers
of Blind River, a town of 2,700, where he
owns and operates the Palace Theatre,
which seats 472 persons. The Palace has
been open four days a iveek.
The premiere of “The Sun Never Sets”
at the Uptown Theatre here was graced
by the presence of a number of high dignitaries of state and officials of patriotic
organizations. Representing the Province
of Ontario was His Honor, Dr. Herbert A.
Bruce, lieutenant-governor, who was accompanied by an official party.
General Manager H. J. Allen of Grand
National Films Ltd., Toronto, has anBOXOFFICE
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^HE

ELGIN
newest
downtown house inTHEATRE,
the Canadian
capital,
has
adopted a summer policy which is quite
unique in that a reissue will play as the
companion feature to a new picture on
each change of program starting Mondays
and Thursdays. The policy was started

with a double bill consisting of “Fighting
Thoroughbreds,” a new release, and “Of
Human Bondage.” The reissue for the
next three days was “History Is Made at
Night.” Prices remain unchanged.
A

special

added

feature

to the double

bill for three days at the Francais Theatre, Ottawa, was the Nova-Baer fight film
which drew excellent patronage according
to Donat Paquin, proprietor .
Manager

A. Levinson

of the Rialto

has

dropped the 10:30 a. m. opening on Saturdays for the summer months but still has
the jump on rival exhibitors by starting
the matinee performance at 12 noon. Sunday midnight shows are being continued
during the hot weather with the Rideau
Theatre of the Associated chain also continuing with the Sunday midnight performances. Other local theatres seldom
have the midnight shows.
Mitchell

Franklin,

former

resident

of

Ottawa and student at St. Patrick’s College here, paid a flying visit to look up old
friends during a motor tour from St. John,
N. B., where he is the manager of the
Mayfair Theatre.
Local theatres secured extra patronage
on Saturday with the general observance
of St. Jean Baptiste Fete, June 24, as a
holiday by the French-Canadian population, the celebrations of the day including

all kinds of festivities in which
tres benefit.

the thea-

A detachment of 35 men of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police are going to the
Golden

Gate

Exposition

at San

Francisco

where

they will be featured in their famous musical ride from June 30 to July 9.
During their stay in California they will
be scouted by Paramount officials in
preparation for a feature which will be
based on Canadian historical developments.
Ambrose Nolan, manager of the Pic
Theatre, Aylmer, Que., staged a whirlwind
campaign for the mayoralty election in
the Ottawa district. Town and fellow exhibitors wished him good luck in his bid
for municipal office.

Meet Interest Payment
Toronto — Announcement

is

made

of

payment of half-yearly interest of 2V2
per cent on the five per cent preferred
shares of Eastern Theatres, Ltd., Toronto,
due

June 30, the company being a subsidiary of Famous Players Canadian Corp.

operating the Imperial Theatre, a downtown house seating 3,400 persons. The
manager is Thomas Daley.

Extend

''Gateway"

Hollywood — Kathryn

Winner

Adams,

a winner

in the “Gateway to Hollywood”
quest, has been extended by RKO.

Buys Shumate

talent

Story

Hollywood — “Is This Freedom?” a story
by Harold Shumate, has been purchased by
Columbia.
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WINNIPEG
WITH
unusual interest displayed in
“Confessions of a Nazi Spy,” Manager
Frank Willis of the Metropolitan reports
the film has done exceptional June business at his house. Willis received numerous calls from pleased patrons who asked
why more films of this type were not
shown. Favorable reviews appeared in
both daily papers.
The Ontario board of film censors faces
the new film trend with equanimity. In
its annual report, it foresees more and
more films dealing with world-wide events
and believes that “it is impossible to avoid
reference through the cinema to the ‘isms’
of Europe and world-wide conditions.”
The report indicates that gangster films, a
source of complaint by parents and educators in the past, are not now of prime
importance. “Today we face a situation
much more serious than shown in gangster films. World peace and security is
constantly jeopardized by national gangsters more dangerous than any we have
ever known, and there is no reason why
motion pictures should not be used to combat them.”
But, while welcoming “Nazi Spy,” the
board announces it will insist that films be
in line with thought in Ontario and in

Town Crier Service
Seems Next
Toronto — Manager
the Belsize Theatre,
ways done a

great

r*ARL

deal

in

the

way

of community service but he now
lieves there is a limit to all things.

be-

be

displayed

on

the

Miss

park!

Warning Against Foreign
Propaganda Via Films
Toronto — A warning against the use of
the screen for propaganda purposes
through European and other pictures dealing with the international situation was
voiced at the general assembly of the
Presbyterian Church at Midland, Ont., by
Rev. Dr. G. H. Donald in an address in
which he spoke on racial hatreds.
Regarding propaganda films, Dr. Donald

Manager Brickman of Paramount and
Booker Russell Simpson have returned

unholy
passions.”
Chairman
O. J. Silverthorne of the Ontario board of moving picture censors announced at Toronto that all foreign langu-

manager for
Mr. and Mrs.
from Minnevisiting.

Harold Bishop of the Capitol is leaving
for a vacation in California . . . Dave
Rothstein has returned from an inspection
tour of the Rothstein circuit . . . “Captain
Fury” goes into a second week at the
Garrick.
The horse racing season, which opened
here in a setting of rain and wind, is
drawing crowds, including a good contingent of showmen. The season lasts four
weeks and, it is expected, a good deal of
money which might have found its way to
local theatre boxoffices, will be left at the
tracks.
Sim Rost’s campaign for “Stagecoach”
featured the use of indoor street car advertisng. . . Eddie Newman lined up a
big campaign for “Dark
played at the Lyceum.

Scripts Wilcox

Rapture”

which

Production

Hollywood — Michael

Hogan

will script

“Marie

Lloyd,” next Herbert Wilcox production for RKO, when he completes “The
Invisible Man Returns” at Universal.

Pact to English

Actress

Hollywood — Margaret Lockwood, English actress appearing in Paramount’s
“Ruler of the Seas,” has been signed for
one, and possibly two, more pictures.

120

age films had been held up “largely on
account of press of business. We were
being swamped with foreign films and will
be releasing them after proper reviewing.”
Intimation from the board chairman
was that the temporary ban on foreign pictures would continue for some time yet.
No particular reference was made to films
originating in Russia, the latest of which
to be approved being “Alexander Nevsky”
which was held over for a second week at
the Metro Theatre,
ond local run.

Toronto,

for its sec-

The government has made no move
recall any foreign language picture now
circulation.

to
in

nounced that he had booked “Grand Illusion” into the Hollywood Theatre, Toronto, for a week’s engagement.

Assigns

Sothern

Hollywood — Ann Sothern’s first assignment under a new term acting contract at
Metro will be “How to Get Tough About
It,” a play by Robert Ardrey, which J.
Walter Ruben will produce.

Buys

"Male

Escorts"

Hollywood — “Male Escorts,” a story of
Paul Wing and Green Peyton, has been
purchased by Columbia. It is built around
the “date bureau”

created

Four-Year

by Ted Peckham.

Wyler

Pact

Hollywood — William Wyler has signed
a four-year directorial contract with Samuel Goldwyn. He will pilot “Stranger
Home,” starring Gary Cooper.

Palmer,

Empire-Universal

her vacation

in Mon-

Pop Brownlee’s “Hickville Follies and
Band” is making a tour of the Maritimes,
playing nearly 50 theatres here before going west to play at summer fairs.

Editorial Has Good Word
For Ontario Censorship
Ottawa — Dealing editorially with the
film censorship situation in Ontario, with
particular application to the recent annual report of the censor board, the Ottawa Journal describes the regulations of
the Ontario
adds:

body

as “sensible

rules”

and

“If we must have censorship of films —
and even those who most dislike the principle of censorship are inclined to accept
its necessity — the practice and regulations
in Ontario seem well designed to effect a
reasonable compromise between conflicting
views.

The prohibitions appear to be interpreted with common sense and tolerance, and we should be surprised if anything worth seeing on the screen is missed
the Ontario public because of the

by

board's

control

Buys

of films.”

Four

Mooney

Hollywood — Columbia
four

Harry J. Allen, general manager of
Grand National Films, Ltd., Toronto, an-

Metro

V07ina

cashier, is spending
treal and Toronto.

declared “the net result will be to stir up
more and more hatred and more and more

Frank Kershaw, district
FP, has gone to Regina . . .
H. A. Morton have returned
apolis where they have been

Theatre,

Messrs. Bernstein & Lieberman have increased their chain of theatres by taking
over the Magnet Theatre, Shelburne, N. S.,
formerly owned by F. S. King.

keeping with the government’s policy on
world affairs. This will impose a ticklish
task on members of the censor board.

from the company's convention at Los
Angeles . . . Dave Griesdorf of UA left
for Edmonton to visit his family, his son
having been taken ill.

Star

thea-

tre's screen. Seeking further details,
manager ascertained that the tricycle had been lost at an amusement

the

the

company’s convention at Los Angeles and
has met the latest addition to his family,
born during his absence.

for assistance in looking for a child's
tricycle, the suggestion being made
slide

of

P. J. Hogan, Paramount branch manager, has returned from attending his

Answering the telephone, Mr. Sedgwick heard the request from a woman

that a

NESBITT

Edmundston, N. B„ was in command
of a guard of honor for the Royal visit
to Fredericton and had a short conversation with His Majesty.

A1 Sedgwick of
Toronto, has al-

Yarns
has

purchased

Martin Mooney stories for production by the Irving Briskin unit. They in-

clude “The March of Crime,” “Cop From
Hell’s Kitchen,” “Street of Missing Women,” and “Dead End Girls.”

Hollywood
— Edward
Adapts
"My Small,
Son" UA producer, has signed Lenore Coffee to adapt
“My Son, My Son,” the Howard Spring
novel, in which Louis Hayward will be
starred.

Remember — Easy
The Eyes
Montreal — Women

on

announcers

are

preferred by British owners of television sets, an analysis of replies received to a BBC questionnaire on the
subject

reveals.

the replies
women.

Fifty-six

showed

a

per

cent

preference

of
for

at
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SERVICE
THAT

these "little fellers." And that is one
reason why it is necessary to know
the truth about

them.

The

ject Reviews in BOXOFFICE
with

an

eye

showman.

Short

critical to the needs
They

tion— accurately

give essential
and

Sub-

are written
of the

informa-

honestly.

"The

Short of the Week" selection is carefully made. In this a number of exhibitors
have
turned

discovered

a value

to advantage

Some

have

these

Award

featured

them

that they have

at their boxoffices.

made

lobby

Shorts

scrolls; others

in screen

and

blowups

of

have

newspaper

advertising.
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fORMOIl BUREAU

of BOXOFFICE

MT517

ADVERTISING
Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety
Moving words projector

AIR CONDITIONING

MT505

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516

plete systems
Heating
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed

conditioning

page a ready source of information on
products which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU.

plants — com-

Air

filters

high velocity
Air diffusers,
MT518 Cooling
coils

MT519

DECORATIONS

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT537
MT538
MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543
MT544
MT545

and FURNISHING

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous
colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental
Rubber seat upholstery
Rubber floor & wall coverings

LIGHTING

MT550
MT551

MT552
MT553
MT554
MT555
MT556
MT557
MT558
MT559
MT560
MT561
MT562
MT563
MT564

Lumiline lamps
Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers
Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting units
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge
Lighting plants, individual

MAINTENANCE

MT569
MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinisliing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes

MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT586
MT587
MT588
MT589

Matting, rubber
•
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms, staff
Screen cleaning tools
Venetian blind cleaners

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps

SANITATION
MT641
MT642
MT643
MT644
MT645
MT646

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum
Disinfectants
Deodorant
blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators

MT647
MTG48
MT649

Air purifiers,
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MT650
MT651

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT65 2
MT653
MT654
MT655
MT656
MT657

Hand
driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans
Plumbing fixtures
Toilet seats

SOUND
MT6G1
MT6G2
MT663
MT664
MT665
MTG66
MT667

Sound systems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers
Condensers

MT668
MT669
MTG70
MT671
MT672
MT673
MTG74
MT675
MT676
MT677
MT678

Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn
Lens assemblies, sound
Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

STAGE
Projectors, complete with
Projectors, standard
Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

MT597
MT598
MT599
MT600
MT601
MT602

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MT603
MT604
MTG05
MT606

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

Name

MT607
MT608
MT609
MT610
MT611
MT612
MT613
MT614
MT615
MT616
MT617
MT618
MT619
MT620
MT621
MT622
MT623
MT624
MT625
MT626
MT627
MTG28
MT629

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers
Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits

Theatre

MT630
MT631
MT632
MT633

USE

The MODERN

YOU

THIS

COUPON

WANT ISN'T LISTED, ASK FOR
UNDER "REMARKS"

IT BY NAME

THEATRE

Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, 111.

6-24-39

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items. (List Key Numbers Below).

Remarks:

City

122

State

ozone

complete

PROJECTION
MT591
MT592
MT593
MT594
MT595
MTo96

IF WHAT

will find this

Information on the following items may be secured by sending in the coupon.
Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed is wanted,
just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

•

MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499
MT500

Readers

EQUIPMENT

sound
MTG85
MT686

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MT688
MT689
MTG90
MT691

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MT692
MTG93

Footlights
Switchboards

STRUCTURAL

picture

MATERIALS

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT70G
MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, viterous enamel
Fronts, porcelain enamel
Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS

Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719
MT720
MT721
MT722

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers
Ticket issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

Rectifiers, magnesium-copper
sulphide

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff
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Pest From the West

Radio Hams
M-G-M

(Pete Smith Specialty)

Columbia

10 Mins.

Radio “hams,” or amateur broadcasters,
have become something of a legend in the
national scene. Newspapers have often
dealt with their valuable contributions in
time of disaster. This subject gives a vivid
account of this fascinating hobby. It depicts two instances where “hams” played
the leading role in rescues that were out
of reach of accepted radio facilities; one
in Alaska where a cameraman almost died
of suffocation and the other aboard a plane
while attempting to rescue a lost vessel.
The production is thrilling during these
episodes and is handled nicely in all its
phases, even allowing for a bit of homey
comedy. Pete Smith supplies the voice.

Yankee Doodle Goes
To Town
M-G-M

(Passing

hasn't

done

so bad

9 Mins.

A fairly impressive presentation of the
Americanism theme to which Irene Rich’s
presence lends added distinction. In this
playlet, there is a lad who joins a secret
society whose uniform has a curious emblem on a colored shirt. His widowed
mother, Irene Rich, is mystified by what
is going on until her husband, Henry
O’Neill, who was killed in a war, visits her
and explains. She then rips her boy’s
uniform off and he realizes what it means
to join a secret and unpatriotic organization. There is a nugget of an idea, but
only a slight one and as a result doesn’t
carry much weight.

The Broadway
Vitaphone

(Broadway

Cousin Wilbur
Comedy)

10 Mins.

Most audiences should find a share of
amusement in this one. The antics of the
much publicized kids are rapidly becoming familiar to steady theatregoers, and
while their efforts here bear a basic resemblance to previous reels the spirit of
fun prevails. Scotty Becket is the rather
sissified cousin who seems to plague the
life of Alfalfa. However, he turns the
gang’s organization from a nothing-at-all
into a teeming business enterprise by introducing some benevolent features. The
idea clicks in a big way until a pair of
tough kids try to muscle in. Scotty takes
care of them, too.
BOXOFFICE

:: June

reason

to be

24, 1939

On the Air

of being a member of the American system than many dramatizations
five times its length. The reel has a
pivot in one

Josiah

if there

was

ever

Tucker,

a bemoaner

one. Every

er sees the country

facing

time

Tuck-

another

set-

back he's ready to write finis to its
future. But, somehow, Yankee Doodle
comes

back

each

time

with

more

force

and vigor than before. Through '76.
wars, depressions, unemployment, internal strife, land grabs, gang wars,
racket

murders,

factories,

bootlegging,

gilt prosperity

and

It's a

reel

to cheer

(Melody Master)

10 Mins.

Leith Stevens and his popular radio attraction, the Saturday Night Swing Club,
are back with some hot music for swing
fans. In addition, Bobby Hackett’s Swing
Band joins in the musical festivities. Nan
Wynn does the vocals but is slightly out of
place on
programnumber
devotedis toperformed
“hot” numbers. A anovelty
by
Leslie Lieber who goes to town on a toy
whistle.

closing
market

crashes Tucker sees the spirit of Yankee Doodle coming on to conquer and
comfort.

Vitaphone

NE

WSREELS

about.
TUESDAY,

JUNE

13

Movietone News, No. 79: Highlights of the tour
of the King and Queen; the British submarine
disaster; Nelson wins golf open; and candidates
train for Olympic diving team.

20 Mins.

can get the money left him in a relative’s
will.

(Our Gang

off more

18 Mins.

despite

Buckaroo
Brevity)

Vaudeville that has a big-time flavor
about it. Topping the list of performers
is Red Skelton who acts as master of
ceremonies. His funniest bit is a discourse
on the proper method for dunking. The
Condos Brothers, precision tap dancers;
a trick roping act by Maidie and Ray;
and Hank Lawson and His Texans round
out the entertainment. It all takes place
in a night club run by Skelton which is
transformed into a dude ranch so Skelton

M-G-M

for himself

those who are still saying he’s in the
ashcan. Without a lot of flagwaving,
proud

The Right Way
(Variety)

10 Mins.

Here's a rootin', tootin' cheer for the
spirit of Yankee Doodle; the fellow who

this reel gives

Vitaphone

Parade)

(All-Star Comedies)

Considerable comedy can be found in
this two-reeler, mainly due to the efforts
of Buster Keaton who successfully utilizes
the standard slapstick formula. Keaton,
frozen-face as ever, portrays an eccentric
millionaire who arrives at a Mexican port
aboard his yacht looking for excitement.
He drifts into a cafe and becomes involved
with the singer. The usual complications
follow and Keaton leaves town in a hurry,
ahead of the avenging husband. There are
plenty of gags and most of them funny.

News
tour

of

the

Day,

Paramount

News,

disaster; New York
ing other highlights

Good Neighbors

Polar Pals
(Looney Tune)

277:

Highlights

of

the

No.

90:

hails King
of tour.

British
and

submarine

Queen

includ-

RKO
Pathe News, No. 94: King and Queen hailed by New
York;
British submarine
disaster;
Japan builds trade in Mongolia; pilgrims honor
Saint Joan of Arc; divers train for Olympics; and
Nelson wins Open.

20 th-Fox (Magic Carpet) 11 Mins.
Some of the most impressive photography
ever recorded highlights this splendid reel
with Cameraman Jack Kuhne taking the
bows. Flying over Mt. Huascaron, highest
peak in South America, Kuhne filmed the
slumbering snow-covered El Misti crater.
Kuhne had to fly at 25,000 feet and the
shorts he obtained are something to see.
The rest deals with brief glimpses of the
leading South American cities, then a view
of the mysterious man-made cones of the
Nasca Valley and the Peruvian pre-Inca
settlement on top of the Andes. Lowell
Thomas is the narrator.

Vitaphone

No.

of the King and Queen; the British submarine disaster; Nelson wins golf open; and candidates train for Olympic diving team.

7 Mins.

Porky lives at the North Pole and is the
protector of all the iceland animals living there. When a hunter comes along,
Porky drives the villain away and becomes
a hero to his animal pals. The cartoon is
average for humor content.

U.

Universal Newsreel, No. 779: British rulers end
S. tour; the British submarine disaster; riots

greet flier’s casket; an Oregon floral fete;
wins open; and divers train for Olympics.
THURSDAY,

JUNE

Nelson

15

Movietone News, No. 80: Roosevelt addresses
army graduates; Italian troops return from Spain;
gambling casino off Santa Monica; Flag Day in
New
Jersey; California rodeo; twins convention;
Emperor
of Annan, Duchess of Kent and President Somoza; Lew
Lehr; baseball’s 100th anniversary; and U. S. poloists win cup.
News of the Day, No. 278: Roosevelt addresses
army
graduates; Duke
of Kent at London
fire
drill; June in January on the Great Divide; Judy
Garland’s

10th birthday;
versary; and U. S. retains

baseball’s
polo cup.

100th

anni-

Paramount
News, No. 91: Roosevelt addresses
army
graduates; glider piiot breaks record over
Lake Michigan; summer
skiing; Norwegian
royalty at Glacier Park; Japan blockades British concession; refugees’ ship wanders over seas; baseball’s 100th anniversary; and Nelson wins open.
RKO
Pathe News, No. 95: Roosevelt addresses
army

graduates; baseball’s 100th anniversary; nation opens war on slums; skeet-shooters aim for
title; Grand Coulee Dam
nears completion; Duke
of Kent at London fire drill; and greyhound racing in Australia.
Universal

Newsreel,

No.

780:

Roosevelt

ad-

dresses army graduates; baseball’s 100th anniversary; Japan blockades Briti^i concession; a
California rodeo; gambling
ship off California
coast;

pomp
marks
aviator’s
vention; and U.
S. retains
polo burial;
cup.

twins’

con-
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A

ALEXANDER

GRAHAM

BELL

(20th-Fox)

A really swell show that did fair business
for me. If you can get your patrons in for

2

this feature, they'll enjoy it 100 per cent. Sat.,
Sun. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Ru,
ral and small town patronage. Population:
800. Capacity:
160. — N. J. Buchholtz, New
0
Haven Theatre, New Haven, Mo.
0

ARIZONA
This

WILDCAT

picture did

(20th-Fox)

considerable

An

open forum for exhibitor comment. Please address communications
a7id requests for report blanks to THE
EXHIBITOR HAS HIS SAY, Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City,
Mo.

CAFE

SOCIETY

(Para)

BLIND ALIBI (RKO)

Certainly not outstanding

but will pass as

c
CAFE

SOCIETY

CALLING

DR. KILDARE

(M-G-M)

Nice, compact entertainment built to please
the most critical. It is a worthy successor to
"Young Dr. Kildare" and possesses, the same
warm, human appeal. Business above average. Thurs. Weather: Fair. Admission: 4030. General patronage. Population: 3,500.
Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg
Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

D

(Para)

This picture did nice business in spite of
its title, everybody satisfied with it. Sun.,
Mon. Weather: Good. Admission: 21-11.
Small town patronage. Population: 1,700. Capacity: 385. —
Glenn Dalton, Rex Theatre,
Yale, Okla.

DEVIL'S ISLAND

CITY (WB)

Picture well acted, color is beautiful, should
do top business all over, especially small
situations. Sun. Weather: Warm. Admission: 10. Mixed patronage. Population: 275,000. Capacity: 800. — Tol Teeter, Joy Theatre,
San Antonio, Tex.

DOWN

THE

WYOMING

The Most Comfortable

E

The Most Convenient

EAST

The Best Address in Hollywood . . .
Ideally located in every respect . . .
near

business and shopping
ters . . . just two minutes

cenfrom

Hollywood's new radio city ... an
easy distance to the beaches and
every motion picture studio in town.
Hotel or housekeeping rooms . . .
Twenty-four hour telephone
- . . Maid service.

$45

6376 YUCCA

HOLLYWOOD
134

SIDE OF

HEAVEN

(Univ)

Thanks to Sandy, the baby, and old reliable Mis,cha Auer this one just managed to
get in the upper entertainment circle. It lagged here and there, was very stingy and unconcerned about Bing's songs, but wound up
with a satisfactory audience reaction. In
other words the ticket buyers liked it, those
that came. Sat. Weather: Clear. Admission: 40-30. General patronage. Population:
3,500. Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Pa.

service

Daily Rate From $2.50
Monthly Rates From

TRAIL (Mono)

Here is a western that is tops. Oh boy, the
favorable comments received on this one.
Monogram should give Ritter a larger budget
to work with. He has the ability. Thurs.,
Fri. Weather: Rainy. Admission: 15-10.
Neighborhood patronage. Population: 2,000.
Capacity: 282. — John S. Erickson, Rex Theatre, Kingsford, Mich.

Halifax

F
FOUR

GIRLS

IN WHITE

(M-G-M)

A nice picture that did better than average
business. Passed it up once, then picked it
up and glad we did. Sun. Weather: Good.
Admission: 30-15. Rural and small town patronage. Population: 1,650. Capacity: 250. —
G. B. Woodbury, Eethel Theatre, Bethel, Vt.

FRONTIER

SCOUT

(M-G-M)

Okla.

Dewe

mount T
heatre

GUNGA

y,

,

DIN (RKO)

A great show, but can't get them out for a
picture with locales in India. British accent
scares them away. Mon., Tues. Weather:
Good.
Capa Admission: 30-15. Rural and small
city
: 26
town patronage.
Population: 1,650. Capa— EWoodbury,
city: 250. — G. 5.B.
Bethel Theatre,
. M.
Bethel, Vt.
Freib
urger
, Pa
raH

HONOLULU

(M-G-M)

Above average at the boxoffice. Everyone praised picture on the way out. Robert
Young garnered another feather for his cap.
Eleanor

Powell's dancing ability best in Hollywood. Gracie Allen nearly stole the show.
A great tonic for that grouchy feeling. Admission: 40-10. — E. A. Stein, Out-WickenburgWay Theatre, Wickenburg, Ariz.

I

(WB)

Pretty good action picture which drew
well. Mon., Tues. Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10. Rural patronage. Population:
2.000. Capacity: 265. — E. M. Freiburger, Paramount Theatre, Dewey, Okla.

DODGE

G
GIRL DOWNSTAIRS

Pretty good comedy drama which failed
to draw. Sat., Sun. Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10. Rural patronage. Population:

better 0
for
Here's an outstanding romantic comedy
that will.
please anyone. Madeleine Carroll
me than the average Jane Withers' pictures,.
Had some favorable comment, and believe
very good and Fred MacMurray always
this to be a good program picture for small
pleases. You can be sure this feature will
communities. Wed., Thurs. Weather: Fair.
please your folks as it is way above averAdmission: 25-10. Rural and small town patage. Increased our attendance with “Spain
ronage. Population: 800. Capacity: 160.—
in Revolt," as we have a large Basque colN. J. Buchholtz, New Haven Theatre, New
ony.
Sun., Mon. Weather: Stormy. AdmisHaven, Mo.
sion: 30-10. Rural patronage. Population:
1.000. Capacity: 345. — S. L. George, MounB
tain Home Theatre, Mountain Home, Ida.

a
programmer. Played this with “Glory
Trail," a Tom Keene. I strongly suspect Tom
Keene helped make this program a success.
Sun., Mon. Weather: Fair. Admission: 15-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 12,000.
Capacity: 500. — H. L. Stolzman, Eagle Theatre, Austin, Minn.

if dualed with a stronger feature. Thurs.,
Fri. Weather: Fair. Admission: 15-10.
Neighborhood patronage. Population: 2,000.
Capacity: 282. — John S. Erickson, Rex Theatre, Kingsford, Mich.

(GN)

Not as good a western as I expected after
studying the press copy. Will pass however

ICE FOLLIES

OF

1939 (M-G-M)

A swell show that flopped at the boxoffice
for me. This was due to some stiff competition and no fault of the picture. Sat., Sun.
Admission: 25-10. Rural and small town patronage. Population: 800. Capacity: 160. —
N. J. Buchholtz, New Haven Theatre, New
Haven, Mo.

L
LADY

AND

THE MOB

(Col)

This picture failed to click with us and got
what it deserved at that. Fay Bainter deserves a better break than to be cast in this
type picture. Pay for it and leave it in the
exchange if you have to. Tues., Wed.
Weather: Good. Admission: 25-10. Rural
patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 250.
— L. A. Howsley, Texan Theatre, Throckmorton, Tex.

LET FREEDOM

RING

(M-G-M)

Good picture but Eddy without MacDonald is just another picture with a crooner at
the boxoffice. Mon., Tues. Weather: Fair.
Small town patronage. Population: 2,500.
Capacity:
Millen,
Ga. 300. — H. S. Johnson, Pal Theatre,

LITTLE PRINCESS

(20th-Fox)

Good picture, the great little star is slipping at boxoffice. This off about 30 per cent
from her pictures in '38. Mon., Tues. Weather: Fair. Small town patronage. Population: 2,500. Capacity: 300. — H. S. Johnson, Pal
Theatre, Millen, Ga.

LITTLE WOMEN

(RKO)

Reissue

Awfuil They stayed away in droves, which
shows, that they used better judgment than
I did. Played on Bank Night and it still
flopped at the boxoffice. Slowest moving
picture that I have ever played. Wed.
Weather: Good. Admission: 20-10. Rural
patronage. Population 750. — L. B. Rockett,
Wahoo Theatre, Dubach, la.

LONE

RANGER

(Rep)

A very good serial but should not be played following “Zorro," as I did — they are too

BOXOFFICE
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much the same. Fri., Sat. Admission: 20-10.
Small town patronage. Population: 700. Capacity: 200. — C. A. Kelley, Rex Theatre, Custer City, Okla.

LOST

EXPRESS

(Univ)

A fair "B" picture. It passes by anyhow
as fairly good entertainment. Especially
suited for those Saturday night audiences,. I
publish our own weekly theatre paper. You
may get some ideas from it. A copy is yours
for the asking. Sat. Weather: Rain. Admission: 25-10 General patronage. Population: 26,000. Capacity: 1 ,000. — Pearce Parkhurst, State Theatre, Torrington, Conn.

LUCKY

NIGHT

(M-G-M)

The critics that damned this as dull must
have lost contact with youth and young love.
Audiences here enjoyed themselves wholeheartedly, especially the college students. It
has its lazy moments, when writers, director,
and producer left everything on Loy and
Taylor, but they can be overlooked if you look
at the film as a whole. Business up to par.
Sat. Weather: Clear. Admission: 40-30.
General patronage. Population: 3,500. Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg
Theatre, Williamsburg, Va.

MISS MANTON

FOR

EACH

(RKO)

OTHER

low

T

(M-G-M)

at the boxoffice for Beery.

SERVICE

DE LUXE

SHADOWS

OVER

SHANGHAI

(UA)

Great emotional drama but below par
here in ticket sales. Lombard has been
screwy so long that folks doubted that she
could get serious again . . . said they just
couldn't imagine her serious! Too much
play on the mother-in-law angle got tedious
and left an unpleasant taste. Played Mon.,
Tues. Weather: Rain, warm. Admission: 4030-10. General patronage. Population: 3,500.
Capacity: 562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre, Williamsburg, Pa.

(M-G-M)

several
"panning"
exhibitors on this one.
For usreports
it drewfrom
a little
better than average and seemed to please
especially the young element. Not designed
to point any moral or teach any lesson — just
an hour of pleasing entertainment. Thurs.,
Fri. V/eather: Fair. Admission: 20-15-10. Family patronage. Population: 63,000. Capacity:
800. — J. B. Stine, Garfield Theatre, Terre
Haute, Ind.

SPY RING. THE (Univ)
Good program picture. Played in conjunction to vaudeville. Was OK for Flag Day,
since the picture is of a military nature.
Opened house with this film. Five days,.
Weather: Fair and warm. Admission: 10.
Mixed
Antonio,

Good show, will take little extra boosting
to put it over. Thurs., Fri. Weather: Fair.
Small town patronage. Population: 2,500. Capacity: 300. — H. S. Johnson, Pal Theatre, Millen, Ga.

THREE

MUSKETEERS

patronage. Population: 275,000. Capacity: 800. — Tol Teeter, Joy Theatre, San
Tex.

(20th-Fox)

A fair program picture that did very poor
business for me. The none-too-critical were
satisfied with this feature, but others voiced
their disappointment. Wed., Thurs. Weather:
Fair. Admission: 25-10. Rural and small town
patronage. Population: 800. Capacity: 160.—
N. J. Buchholtz, New Haven Theatre, New
Haven, Mo.

(GN)

If you want a melodrama that will hold
your audience interested from start to the
very end, you have it here. James Dunn,
Ralph Morgan as competent pair of actors
for their parts as you could wish for. Thurs.,
Fri. Weather: Fair. Admission: 15-10. Neighborhood patronage. Population: 2,000. Capacity: 282. — John S. Erickson, Rex Theatre,
Kingsford, Mich.

MADNESS

TAIL SPIN (20th-Fox)

(Univ)

A "screw-ball" comedy that neither drew
nor pleased. Holds the house record for low
grosses on Sunday and Monday. Better have
your rent paid in advance if you play it.
Felt sorry for my lonesome customers. Weather: Fair. Admission: 20-15-10. Family patronage. Population: 63,000. Capacity: 800. —
J. B. Stine, Garfield Theatre, Terre Haute,
Ind.

Read

Good comedy that pleased those who saw
it, but stars do not draw for me. Below average Friday business. Fri. Weather: Fair.
Admission: 25-10. General patronage. Population: 1,200. Capacity: 450. — Arthur E.
Phifield, Park Theatre, South Berwick, Me.

MADE

Hit a new

MADDEN

Mon., Tues. Weather: Fair. Small town patronage. Population: 2,500. Capacity: 300. —
H. S. Johnson, Pal Theatre, Millen, Ga.

SPRING

M
MAD

s
SERGEANT

u
UNDER

WESTERN

SKIES (Rep)

Very good picture. Lots of good western
songs. Sat. Weather: Fine. Admission: 2510. Small town patronage. Population: 500.
Capacity: 200. — Floyd Wolfe, Lynch Theatre,
Lynch, Neb.

UNION

PACIFIC

(Para)

It is too bad that this had to come last
in the cycle of railroad pictures, for it is
really a grand show that too many people
stayed away from because they were fed up
with the "rails vs. west" theme. The cast
does a hangup job all through and DeMille
is back in form, as the top ranking epicmaker. Average business only. Mon., Tues.
Weather: Unsettled. Admission: 40-30. General patronage. Population: 3,500. Capacity:
562. — Tom McCaskey, Williamsburg Theatre,
Williamsburg, Va.

UNION

PACIFIC (Para)

Good action picture that pleased my patrons— particularly the men. Did better than
average business,. Wed., Thurs., Fri. Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. Rural and small
town patronage. Population: 800. Capacity:
160. — N. J. Buchholtz, New Haven Theatre,
New Haven, Mo.

o
OUT

WEST

WITH

THE HARDYS

(M-G-M)

Excellent. The best "Family Series" on
the market today. The Hardy Family and
their "down-to-earth" stories will thrill your
audiences. They will laugh, cry and enjoy
to the utmost this picture. Rooney is tops,
Stone very good, and an orchid to a man
who can "hold his own" all of these years
as an actor (a major one at that). It's swell
entertainment from start to finish, and I for
one claim it's tops. A different plot, believe
it or not. Guaranteed to have them rolling
in the aisles one minute and using the good
old "weep rag" the next. You cannot afford
to miss this picture, even if it means taking
the night off and going to the opposition to
see it. It's top. 'Nuff said. Sun., Mon.
Weather: Fair. Admission: 25-10. General
patronage. Population: 26,000. Capacity:
1,000 — Pearce Parkhurst, State Theatre, Torrington, Conn.

P
PYGMALION

(M-G-M)

Not good for small towns. Good acting but
too long. Mon., Tues. Weather: Fair. Small
town patronage. Population: 2,500. Capacity:
300. — H. S. Johnson, Pal Theatre, Millen, Ga.

R
ROOTIN'

TOOTIN'

Something

RHYTHM

wrong.

(Rep)

Too much

crooning

on

Autry's part and an overdose of Smiley
Burnette comedy acts. Even though we played this picture late, it still has drawing power.
Thurs., Fri. Weather: Fair. Admission: 15-10.
Neighborhood patronage. Population: 2,000.
Capacity: 282. — John S. Erickson, Rex Theatre,
Kingsford, Mich.
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Selling Seats
"Angels Have Wings"
Campaigns by Trio
Pearlstein

and

Dave

Bachner of the Warner publicity staff, in
quest of prize money in the campaign
launched by Columbia for “Only Angels
Have Wings,” launched four separate contests, in making the public conscious of
the picture.
First was a radio contest sponsored by a
baking company, with the public asked to
write a review and win $5 and courtesy
passes. This was heard over WGAR for a
week.
Second was a tieup with the Plain Dealer.
Ten dollars and passes were given for outstanding pieces of advertising copy on the
film. This contest ran ten days.
Third was a tieup with the Shaker Press,
suburban paper with a wide house-to-house
circulation. With cash and passes as
prizes, readers were asked to answer, in
50 words, “What has Cary Grant got that
makes him a movie favorite with the
ladies.”
Fourth was a tieup with the downtown
Five and Ten Store on a Lucky Sundae.
Free treats went to those with lucky numbers at the base of their sundae glasses.
The regular newspaper ad budget was

ID E A S

upped. Spot radio announcements were
carried over WGAR, and numerous window
displays were arranged.
The Traffic Angle
A "Walking
New

Cleveland — Manny

PRACTICAL

Here is a stunt that landed on most
major sports pages throughout the
country. Jack Warner jr. presents a
jockey and his trainer a mounted silver
horse trophy as winners in the
“Juarez” feature race at the Delaware track. Timed to break with the
opening of the feature at the Warner
Theatre in Wilmington, the stunt was
engineered by A. J. Vanni, WB circuit
zone manager.

136

PR A C T I C A L

S H O W M E N

Santa Claus Waits Over
For " Stagecoach " Run

and

Angel"

Haven — A traffic light, alternately

blinking red and green, was erected in
front of the Poli boxoffice by Bob Russell
with a large sign reading: “Don’t get
killed just because you’re in a hurry to
come in and see Jean Arthur and Cary
Grant in ‘Only Angels Have Wings.’ ”
A sandwich man, dressed in a sheet as an
angel with a halo attached to a wire over
head, attracted much attention downtown.
Airmen Fly In for a
Breakfast-Preview
Bridgeport,

Jack Sidney
preview at a
Angels Have
planes flying

Conn. — Matt

Saunders

and

of the Poli held a breakfastleading local hotel for “Only
Wings,” with 23 out-of-state
in for the occasion.

On Press Books
Washington,

A timely discussion of press books is
projected here by William Campbell, film
editor of The Albertan at Calgary, Alberta,
Canada.
I have often admired the ingenuity displayed by artists and copy writers of the
press books issued by the major studios.
Layout and art work of the advertising
are not only commendable, but many often
reach a high standard. Exploitation ideas
bear evidence of some thought. Ballyhoo
suggestions are often original or an old
idea is twisted to suit the film. The finished
result on heavy coated paper is usually a
triumph of the lithographer’s art.
The only flaw lies in the reading articles
prepared for the newspapers. True, the
cast list and plot are printable, but it is the
little feature stories that smell of a press

For " Juarez " —

BY

agent’s dream. Some are obviously blah
and can be easily spotted, but many times
I have discarded a story I would like to
use because I could not be sure it was
authentic.
When an item states that Gloria Glorious went daily to a beauty parlor to study
the trade so that she could make a threeminute scene in a film or that Dotty Dangerous studied the Malayan language so
that she could wear a sarong properly, that
is good waste basket copy. But other
items that would interest the public lack
authenticity and one hesitates to use them.
Thus many a good story is lost. A newspaper man may embellish, tone down or
brief a story, but the basic fact remains
truthful and accurate.
When taking all that trouble and expense
over press books, why not stick to facts
about the players. There must be a wealth
of incident and happening in the making
of each production. Then set a line in
bold type across the press book “every
press story is authentic” and you will get
the blessings and cooperation of harassed
editors.

Ind. — It was

a

warm

job

for Santa when Harry M. Palmer of the
Temple Court Theatre here put him to
work to sell “Stagecoach.” The wagon
above he pulled along the streets for plenty
of attention. Cards he distributed were
worded as follows:
“Greetings From Old Santa! I’ve been
waiting around here ever since Christmas
for ‘Stagecoach’ to come to the Temple
Court Theatre. And believe you me, it’s
well worth waiting for. After I see it
Sunday I must get back to Toyland, for
there is lots of work to be done before
next
The Christmas.”
temperature was 90 degrees.
Another stunt by Palmer is a standing
cooking recipe contest. The newspaper
cooperates by publicizing the contest
and the current program and Palmer gives
passes to the winning contributors.

Signs on City Ash Cans
Plug
"Lost
Bridgeport,
Conn.Atlantis"
— Harry Rose,

con-

ducting the most intensive publicity campaign ever attempted for a film playing
the Globe Theatre, placed 100 cards for
“Lost Atlantis” on ash cans on the city
streets. This is the first time that the
city has ever permitted any theatre to use
the rubbish cans gratis. He also made
the Italian weekly and a high school paper
with plenty of reader copy. Despite the
anti-street stunt law he managed to keep
a man dressed in Arab costume walking
before the theatre and carrying a portable
radio.
A chain perfume store handed out purchases in 4,000 bags carrying imprint of
picture and theatre. The Times-Star joined
with a special classified ad tieup while the
Sunday Post, Bridgeport Life and Daily
Sporting News all contributed with space.
Heavy plugs came through contest tiein
with radio station WELI, New Haven.
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Library Exhibit Boosts
FBI Activities Short
Cleveland

— An

exhibit

on the M-G-M

short subject, “While America Sleeps,” is
being featured by the Cleveland Library
in advance of the showing at the Loew’s
State.
In cooperation with the local field office
and the main office of the department of
justice, the library secured from J. Edgar
Hoover, head of the FBI, material and
photographs showing how the bureau
moves against federal law breakers. Photographs show many of the technical devices used to trap offenders such as the
“spectograph,” “stain analyzer,” “finger
print files” and other instruments.
A display of photographs shows how active the espionage agents are in America
and how the FBI acts as a counter-espionage agency. Books shown in the exhibit
located on the second flood of the main
library, are only a part of the many books
on this subject available to library borrowers.
The entire display was assembled and
arranged by Frederick L. Myers, director
of public relations for the Cleveland Public
Library.

;«»»»'*

;; :*•,

Dover,

N. H. — People

who

usually

never

IIP
**

s®**! :•!

Summertime

in the Lobby —

NUGGETS
gO

THAT
more advertising.
persons can Jack
get anLexey,
eyeful of the
Broadway Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa., runs
his trailers outside. To exploit “They Made
Me a Criminal” he rigged up a miniature
screen with a projector in the rear, and
showed the trailer complete. That, plus a
letter-writing contest and tieups with the
newspapers, brought him the $100 first
prize in the Warner exploitation contest.

•
A week in advance of “The Gorilla”
run at the Fox Esquire in Kansas City, a
stunt that attracted plenty of attention was
a caged “gorilla” in front of the theatre.
A three-sided wooden cage was backed
against a 40x60 poster advertising the
picture. Joe Redmond, manager, had o-ne of
the boys dress in a gorilla suit and papier
mache head. For realism, a chain ivas
attached to the “beast.”

•

Up for " Streets " —
Line
The above shows the front of

the
Melba Theatre at Dallas, Tex., during
the run of “Boy of the Streets.” Cutouts were used of Dick Purcell in a
menacing pose with a pistol in his
hand, while on the other side was
one of Cooper next to a lamp post
selling papers. Action blowups were
used on corner drums ten feet high
and ten feet in semi-circle. Frances
Barr of the Melba and Jean Finley,
special exploiteer, conducted the campaign.
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When Matt Saunders, manager of the Loew Poli Theatre in Bridgeport,
Conn., decided he wanted a summer lobby the above transformation resulted. The house carpenter built white lattice work to cover the lower
walls and arch frames and entrances in the outer and inner lobbies and to
enclose the center rock garden. Growing vines and flowers along the walls
and in the garden produce a cool effect. Saunders carried the idea further
by installing a rock garden and fountain with colored lights in orchestra pit.

Old-Time Photo Exhibit
Proves Effective Draw
attend moving pictures were among the
throngs which flocked to the Strand Theatre here recently when an “Old-Time
Dover Exposition” was promoted to uncover old photographs of landmarks and
personalities, according to Manager Mel
Morrison.
A total of nearly 230 pictures were submitted by townspeople, dating back to precamera days. One of the old-time sketches,
made even before tintypes, was partially
painted and was in a gold frame. Tremendous interest was aroused through exploitation in the lobby and on the screen.

JjJtt ; •

A lending library, composed of 35 copies
of “Goodbye, Mr. Chips,” was started by
John McManus, manager of Loew’s Midland in Kansas City, to stimulate interest
in the M-G-M film by that name ahead
of the opening.

Lloyd Seiber, manager of the College
Theatre, Bethlehem, Pa., placed 25 single
passes in envelopes which were pasted on
the bottom of theatre seats. At the close
of the first evening show patrons were
told to look under their seats for something that would entitle them to a “Lucky

Night.”

Saturday Morning Shows
Draw Detroit Kiddies
Detroit

—

Special

Saturday

morning

shows for children are being promoted
by Manager Eddie Jacobson at the Rainbow Theatre. Unusual types of admission
ally. being used to draw interest, incidentare
For this past Saturday, heralds around
schools in the neighborhood announced
that all who brought two old magazines
would be given free admission to the morning special show. They saw a number of
special shorts, each received a free candy
bar, and had a chance to get into a contest from the stage, with proper prize
awards.
Same policy is to be used regularly for
the summer, Jacobson said. Next Saturday morning show is to give admission for
two pencils.
The answer in boxoffice dollars and cents
is that two-thirds of the children who
come in free for this special show, stay
around and line up at the boxoffice for the
regular Saturday afternoon matinee at
usual prices.

Profitable All ' Round
Birmingham,

Ala. — Russell

Morgan

of

the Alabama Theatre put unemployed but
capable stenographers to taking shorthand
notes of audience opinions on “Dark Victory” in the lobby of the theatre. The girls
got plenty of free advertising and practice,
the customers a chance to express themselves, and the theatre some publicity.
The stunt paid dividends. Four of the
young ladies have jobs, and dozens of
others have received cards from possible
employers with invitations to come around
137
and be interviewed.

TOP HONORS DIVIDED AMONG FIVE VARIED FILMS
AVERAGE

BOSTON
Fenway — Juarez (WB);
Sweepstakes Winner
(FN)
Memorial — East Side of Heaven (TJniv), 2nd
wk. ; Family Next Door (Univ), 1st wk
Metropolitan — Young: Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox);
Boy Friend (20th-Fox)
Orpheum — Calling: Dr. Kildare (M-G-M);
Bridal Suite (M-G-M)
Paramount — Juarez (WB); Sweepstakes Winner (FN)

105

State — Calling Dr.
Suite (M-G-M)

110

Kildare

(M-G-M);

65
110

Goodbye,

Meets

of

the

Carolina — It’s
1st half

Wonderful

a

Carolina — Tarzan
2nd
half

Finds

the

Boss

(Col),

(Univ),

World

Son

Gorilla,

(M-G-M),

95
110
105
95

a Wonderful

Apollo — 'Young- Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox)
Chicago — Juarez (WB), plus stage show,
2nd wk

80

Mikado

(Univ),

held

110

over
Wings

130
(Col),

Square

2nd

Man

Conquest — New

of

Juarez

(dual)

Young

Mr.

Milwaukee

150

Orleans.... 150

Omaha

of

140

Lincoln — Kansas

Bast

Side

130

Rose
of
Pittsburgh.

of

of

The,

Chips,

5th

wk.,

3rd
a

wk.,
Nazi

Heaven,
3rd

wk.,

Washington

New
Spy,

3rd

New

York

New

York

125
110

State — Goodbye,
Stillman — It’s a
2nd wk

135

(M-G-M)
World (M-G-M),

85

75

DALLAS
— Juarez (WB)
Boy Friend (20th-Fox)
Fast Side of Heaven
(Univ)
Rose of Washington Square (20th2nd wk

135
85
115
100

DENVER
(20th-

Denham — Some Like It Hot (Para)
Denver — Only Angels Have AVlngs (Col)
Orpheum — Sorority House
(RKO);
6,000
Enemies (M-G-M)
Paramount — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN);
Torchy Runs for Mayor
(WB)
Rialto — Missing Daughters (Col); Code of the
Streets (Univ)

115
85
110
75
85

wk.,

wk.,

Brandeis — Kid

Chi-

Seattle.

Chicago.
Square,

3rd

wk.,

Michigan — Bridal Suite (M-G-M); Tell No
Tales (M-G-M)
Palms-State — Juarez (WB), after wk. at Michigan; Nancy Drew, Trouble Shooter (WB) . . .

75
50
60
70

INDIANAPOLIS
Alamo — Flirting With Fate (M-G-M);
of the Bnekaroo (Mono), 1st half
Alamo — Manhattan
Shakedown
(Rep);
tier Express (Rep), 2nd half
Apollo — Juarez (WB), 2nd wk
Circle — Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox);
Gorilla (20th-Fox)

Loew’s — Calling Dr. Kildare (M-G-M); Streets
of New
York (Mono)
Lyric — Charlie Chan in Reno (20th-Fox),
plus stage show

KANSAS

110
90

CITY

Esquire — Ex-Champ
(Univ)
Midland — Tell No Taies (M-G-M); It’s a
Wonderful World
(M-G-M)
Newman — Juarez (WB), holdover
Uptown — Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox),
holdover

115
125
75
140

LOS ANGELES
Downtown — King of the Turf (UA); Women
in the Wind
(WB), 5 days
Four Star — Goodbye, Mr. Chips (M-G-M),
4th wk
Hillstreet — The Sun Never Sets (Univ) ; Code
of the Streets (Univ)
Hollywood — Same
as Downtown
Pantages — Same as Hillstreet
Paramount — Invitation to Happiness (Para),
Ice revue on stage
State — Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox);
Family in Hollywood (20th-Fox)
Wilshire — Same as State

138

50

Fron75
85
The
100

CITY

Strand — Young
Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox); East
Side of Heaven
(Univ)
Warner — Juarez (WB); Sweepstakes Winner
(FN)
,
Wisconsin — Maisie (M-G-M);. 6,000 Enemies
(M-G-M)

75

100
75
100
100
100
115

Kokomo

(FN);

Blind
125
140
135

Boyd — Juarez (WB), 3rd wk.
75
Earle — Undercover Doctor (Para)
75
Fox — Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox), plus
vaudeville show headed by Johnny Davis... 80
Karlton — Stolen Life (Para)
95
Palace — Wuthering Heights (UA)
100
Stanley — Only Angels Have Wings (Col)
100
Stanton — Rose of Washington Square (20thFox)
120

PITTSBURGH
Alvin — Only Angels Have AVings (Col), 2nd wk.
Fulton — Rose of AVashington Square (20thFox), 3rd wk
Penn — It’s a Wonderful AVorld (M-G-M)
Stanley — Calling I)r. Kildare (M-G-M); Bert
Wheeler stage show
Warner — Mutiny on the Bounty (M-G-M),
reissue; Sorority House (RKO)

PORTLAND,

.100
70
90
85
90

ORE.

Broadway — Captain Fury (UA) ; Bridal Suite
(M-G-M), 2nd wk
100
Mayfair — Only Angels Have Wings (Col); Boy
Friend (20th-Fox), 4th wk
90
Orpheum — Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox);
Jones Family in Hollywood
(20th-Fox)
90
Paramount — Juarez (WB), 2nd wk
100
United Artists — The Mikado (Univ), 2nd wk. ..110

SALT LAKE
100
100

CITY

Centre — -Juarez (WB)
Utah — The Little Princess (20th-Fox); The
Jones Family in Hollywood
(20th-Fox)
Victory — Nancy Drew, Detective (WB) ; Sweepstakes Winner (FN)

115105
100

100
100
150
85

HAVEN

College — The Gorilla (20th-Fox); Kid From
Texas (M-G-M)
Loew-Poli — It’s a Wonderful World (M-G-M);
Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
Paramount — The Lost Patrol (RKO);
Star of
Midnight (RKO), reissues

From

150

Jones

Pabst — The Mikado
(Univ)
Palace — Invitation to Happiness (Para);
Undercover Doctor (Para)
Riverside — Forged Passport (Rep), plus stage
show

NEW
Song

90
115

PHILADELPHIA

MILWAUKEE

Adams — Y'oung Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox), after
wk. at Fox; Boy Friend (20th-Fox)
Fox — The Sun Never Sets (Univ); Sorority
House (RKO)

CITY

Alley (Col)
Omaha — Juarez (WB) ; Chasing Danger
(20th-Fox)
Orpheum — Rose of Washington Square (20thFox); Secret Service of the Air (WB)

120

DETROIT

175
150
150
150

OMAHA

York.
3rd

120
100
110

Allen — Juarez (WB), 3rd wk
Hippodrome — Only Angels Have Wings (Col)...
Palace — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN), 2nd
wk

90
100

Criterion — Dark
Victory (FN)
110
Liberty — The Kid From Texas (M-G-M);
Tarnished Angel (RKO), 4 days
100
Liberty — On Trial (WB), 3 days
90
Midwest — Lucky Night (M-G-M)
90
Plaza — East Side of Heaven (Univ), moveover . . 105
State — Only Angels Have AVings (Col), 2nd wk. .110
Tower — Wuthering Heights (UA), moveover
from
Criterion
95

RUNS

Juarez, 3rd wk., Cleveland,
City and Philadelphia.
School,

YORK

OKLAHOMA
135

EXTENDED

Boys’

ORLEANS

Roxy — Y’oung Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox), 2nd
wk., plus stage show
Strand— Juarez (WB), 2nd wk., plus stage
show
. . .

Square

(dual) — Omaha

Mr.

80

135

Washington

Goodbye,
City.

(Univ) ; Secrets

Astor — Goodbye, Mr. Chips (M-G-M), 4th wk. .125
Capitol— 6,000 Enemies
(M-G-M)
30
Criterion — Graeie Allen Murder Case (Para) . . 80
Paramount — Invitation to Happiness (Para),
plus stage show
130
Radio City Music Hall — Sun Never Sets (Univ),
plus stage show
80
Rivoli — The Mikado (Univ), 2nd wk
55

140

130

CLEVELAND

Aladdin — Rose of Washington Square
Fox), after a wk. at the Denver

NEW

150

City

Mikado,

(20th-

Keith’s — Bridal Suite (M-G-M)
Lyric— Hotel Imperial (Para)
Palace — Captain Fury (UA)

Majestic
Melba —
Palace —
Tower —
Fox),

World — New

(dual) —

Confessions
cago.

CINCINNATI

Mr. Chips
Wonderful

150

115

Garrick — Confessions of a Nazi Spy (FN),
3rd loop wk
90
Oriental — Old Dark
House
(Univ); My Man
Godfrey (Univ), reissues, plus stage show... 90
Palace — Bridal Suite (M-G-M); Orson Welles
on stage
115
Roosevelt — Man of Conquest (Rep)
100
State-Lake — King of Chinatown
(Para), plus
stage show
90

Grand — Rose of Washington
Fox), return, held

150

Orleans

Juarez

Rose

held
Have

An-

Juarez — Dallas

CHICAGO

Albee — Juarez (WB),
Capitol — Only Angels
wk., held over

The — New

Mikado

Center — Back Door to Heaven
(Para)
Globe— -Four Girls in White (M-G-M)
Liberty — When
Germany
Surrendered
(A. L. Rule)
Orpheum — The Gorilla (20th-Fox)
Saenger — Alan of Conquest (Rep)
State — It’s a Wonderful World (M-G-M)

95
100

(M-G-M),

Imperial — Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox)
State — My Son Is a Criminal (Col)

World-Playhouse — The
3rd wk

Chips — Los

Orleans

Streets

a

Mr.

geles

120

Bridal

NEW

Top Hits of the Week

It’s

Broadway- -Blondie
1st half

Roger Sherman — The
of a Nurse (Univ)

105

CHARLOTTE

Broadway — Code
2nd half

IS 100%

100
75
70

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — East Side of Heaven
(Univ) ;
Ambush
(Para), 3rd wk
85
Fifth Avenue — Young Mr. Lincoln (20th-Fox);
Sorority House
(RKO)
100
Liberty — Prison Without Bars (UA); Zenobia
(UA)
90
Music Box — Ballerina (SR)
90
Orpheum — Kid From Kokomo
(FN) ; Mr. Moto
on Danger Island (20th-Fox)
90
Palomar — Blue Montana
Sides (Rep); AVhispering Enemies (Col), plus stage show
80
Paramount — The Sun Never Sets (Univ) ; For
Love or Money (Univ)
90

BOXOFFICE

June 24, 1939

&katt

Alphabetical Index TO THE

CURRENT

This Index is designed as a time saving guide ior exhibitors
know the title oi a feature, but do not recall the producer or distributor. All features listed here appear in the BOOKING CHART
in release week squares alongside the proper company headings. The date following title is issue of review. Number at end
of line is production number.

A
Across the Plains (Mono)
June 3
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(M-G-M)
Feb. 18
Adventures of Jane Arden
(WB) Feb. 18
Almost a Gentleman (RKO)
Mar. 11
Ambush
(Para) Jan. 31
Andy Hardy Gets Spring:
Fever (M-G-M)
Arizona Legion (RKO) Jan. 14..
Arizona Wildcat (20th-Fox)
Nov. 13
Asking: for Trouble (GB)
Awful
Truth
(Col), reissue ....

Forged Passport (Rep) Feb.
Forgotten Woman
(Dniv)
3855

331

Apr. 15
Frontiers of ’49

930
3830

983
939
8013
1073

Blackwell’s Island (FN) Mar. 4
Blind Alley (Col) Apr. 39
9016
Blondie Meets the Boss (Col)
Mar. 4
Blondie Takes a Vacation (Col) .
Blue Montana Skies (Rep) May 6.844
Boy Friend (20th-Fox) May 13.. 943
Boy Slaves (RKO)
Jan. 31
911
Boy Trouble (Para) Feb. 4
3834
Boys Reformatory (Mono) May 6 3830
Bridal Suite (M-G-M)
May 37 . . 937
Broadway
Serenade (M-G-M)
Apr. 8
931

Dp

O’Connor

3831

(M-G-M)

919

C
Cafe Society (Para) Feb. 11.... 3836
Calling: Dr. Kildare (M-G-M)
Apr. 39
933
Captain Fury (UA) May 13
Career (RKO)
Charlie Chan in Honolulu
(20th-Fox)
Charlie Chan

Dec. 34
in Reno

938

(20th-Fox) June 3
Chasing: Danger (30th-Fox)
Jan. 7

948
941

Climbing- High (20th-Fox)
Apr. 22
Clouds Over Kurope (Col)
June 10
Code of the Secret Service (FN)
May 13
Code of the Streets (Dnlv)
Jan. 28
Confessions of Nazi Spy (FN)
Apr. 29
Convict’s Code (Mono) Feb.
Cowboy Quarterback (FN)
Crashing Through
(GN)

D

8013
9012
374
3019

Dark
Victory (FN) Mar. 11... 354
Daughters Courageous (FN)
300
Disbarred (Para) Jan. 14
3818
Dodge City (WB) Apr. 8
304
Down
the Wyoming
Trail
(Mono) June 17
3864
Drifting Westward
(Mono)
Mar. 25
3854

E
Fast Side of Heaven (Dniv)
Apr. 15
Escape From Alcatraz (Col)

3006

Everybody’s Baby
(20th-Fox)
Dec. 3
935
Everything Is Rhythm
(Astor) .
Ex-Champ
(Dniv) May 20
3010
Exile Express (GN) Feb. 18
301

F

Fast and Loose (M-G-M) Feb. 18. 924
Family Next Door (Dniv)
Apr. 15
3020
Fighting Thoroughbreds (Rep)
Jan. 21
808
First Offenders (Col) Mar. 11.. 9030
Fisherman’s Wharf (RKO)
Feb. 4
844
Five Came Back (RKO) June 10 927
Fixer Dugan
(RKO)
Apr. 29... 922
Flying Irishman (RKO)
Mar. 11
919
For Love or Money
(Dniv)
3030
May
13
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(Col)

Mar.

G

823

921
951

854
11... 9212

Gambling Ship (Dniv) Dec. 24.. 3023
Gay Nineties (Astor)
Girl and the Gambler
(RKO)
June 10
926
Girl From Mexico (RKO) May 20 928
Good Girls Go to Paris (Col) . .
Goodbye, Mr. Chips (M-G-M) May 20
Gorilla, The (20th-Fox) May 27 . 944
Graeie Allen Murder Case (Para)
May
13
3839
Grand Jury Secrets (Para)
May 20
3842
Great Man Votes (RKO)
Jan. 14 913
Gunga Din (RKO)
Jail. 28
912

H

Hardys Ride High
Apr. 22
Hawaiian Holiday

(M-G-M)
934
(Dniv)
312
3843
842

Honolulu (M-G-M)
Feb. 4
Honor of the West (Dniv)
Hotel Imperial (Para) Apr.
Hound of the Baskervilles

922
3055
22.. 3836

(20th-Fox) Apr. 1
House of Fear (Dniv)

936
20. .3038

May

I
I Stole a Million (Dniv)
I Was a Convict (Rep) Feb.
I’m From Missouri (Para)
Mar. 25
Ice Follies
Mar. 11

of

1939

26.

824
3830

(M-G-M)

925

Idiot’s Delight (M-G-M)
Feb.
In Old Caliente (Rep)
Inside Information (Dniv)
June 10

4.

920
856
3040

Inside Story (20th-Fox) Oet. 22.. 934
Inspector Hornleigh (RKO)
Apr. 22
945
Invitation to Happiness (Para)
May
20
3841
Island of Lost Men
(Para)
It Could Happen
to You
(20th-Fox) June 3
950
It’s a Wonderful
May 13

"World

(M-G-M)

936

I
Jesse James (20th-Fox) Jan.
Jones Family in Hollywood
(20th-Fox)
Juarez (WB)

May
Apr.

K

21 . .

27
29

921
946
301

Kid From Kokomo
(FN)
May 27. 363
Kid From Texas (M-G-M) Apr. 8 929
King of Chinatown (Para)
Mar. 11
3827
King of the Turf (DA) Feb. 18
King of the Dnderworld
(WB)
Jan. 14
317

L

Lady and the Mob (Col) Mar. 11.9013
Lady’s From
Kentucky, The
(Para) Apr. 15
3834
Last Warning
(Dniv) Dec. 10... 3027
Law Comes to Texas (Col)
May
27
Let Freedom
Ring
Feb. 25

9214
(M-G-M)
.

.

926

Let Ds Live (Col) Feb! 18. !. !. .9007
Little Pal (Mono)
3828
Little Princess (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
932
Lone Star Pioneers (Col)
Apr. 15
9213
Lone Wolf Spy Hunt (Col)
Jan. 28
9014
Long Shot (GN) Dec. 31
Lost Horizon (Col) reissue
Lost Patrol (RKO)
Love Affair (RKO)
Mar. 18
Lucky

Night

(M-G-M)

M

May

From Texas
in the Iron

313
1071
916

6 . . .

Made for Each Other (DA)
Feb. 11
Magnificent Fraud
(Para)
Maisie (M-G-M)
June 17
Man About Town (Para) June
Man
From
Sundown
(Col)

933

940
17
9208

(Mono)
Mask (DA)

3865
....

Man of Conquest (Rep) Apr. 15. . 801
Man Who
Dared (FN) Apr. 8... 375
Mexieali Rose (Rep) Apr. 1
843
Mickey the Kid
(Rep)
Midnight (Para) Mar. 11
3828
Million Dollar Legs (Para)....
Miracles for Sale (M-G-M)
Missing Daughters (Col) Apr.
Mountain
Rhythm
(Rep)
Mr. Moto on Danger Island
(20th-Fox) Mar. 18
Mr. Moto Takes a Vacation

29.9027
845
937

(20th-Fox) Nov. 19
Mr. Moto’s Last Warning
(20th-Fox) July 30
My Man
Godfrey (Dniv)
My Son Is a Criminal (Col)
Mar. 18

952
926
Reissue
9029

My Wife’s Relatives (Rep)
Mar. 11
810
Mysterious Miss X (Rep) Jan. 21 809
Mystery of Mr. Wong
(Mono)
Mar. 18
3806
Mystery of the W'hite Room
(Dniv) Apr. 1
3037
Mystery Plane (Mono) Mar. 4. ...3809

N

Nancy
Jan.

Hell’s Kitchen (WB)
Heritage of the Desert (Para)
Mar. 25
Home
on the Prairie (Rep)
Feb. 18

353

18.3823
366
327

(M-G-M)

Marshal
(20th-Fox) . . .
Pony Express (Rep)

3844

Bulldog: Drummond’s
Secret
Police (Para) Apr. 8
Burn ’Km
Jan. 14

White

Frontier
Frontier

B

Bride

in

933

Back Door to Heaven (Para)
Apr. 15
3833
Beachcomber, The (Para) Dec. 3 . 3863
Beauty for the Asking: (RKO)
Jan. 38
915
Big Town Czar (Univ) Apr. 33 3018

Bulldog: Drummond’s
(Para)

Pour Girls
Jan. 21

11..

Man
Man

Drew,
28

Reporter

(FN)
372

Nancy
Drew, Trouble Shooter
(WB)
324
Naughty But Nice (WB) June 10 311
Navy Secrets (Mono) Feb. 18... 3805
Never Say Die (Para) Mar. 11.. 3832
News Is Made at Night
(20th-Fox)
Night Riders (Rep) Apr. 8
North of Shanghai (Col) Mar.
North of Yukon
(Col)

. 953
865
11.9038
9205

o

Off the Record
Oklahoma
Kid

(WB)
(WB)

Jan. 28... 314
Mar. 18... 308

On Borrowed Time (M-G-M) ....
On Trial (WB)
Mar. 25
323
One Third of a Nation (Para)
Feb. 11
3825
Only Angels Have Wings
(Col) May
20
9001
Out of Singapore (Astor) .
Outside These Walls (Col)
June

3

9031

P
Pacific Liner (RKO)
Dec. 31... 914
Panama
Lady (RKO)
May 13... 925
Panama
Patrol (GN) Feb. 25. . . . 314
Pardon Our Nerve (20th-Fox)
Nov. 19
931
Parents on Trial (Col)

RELEASES

Spellbinder (RKO)
Spirit of Culver (Dniv) Mar.
Spoilers of the Range
(Col)
June 10
Stagecoach (DA) Feb. 11

(Rep) Apr. 29
Streets of New York

(Mono)

Apr. 15
3802
Stronger Than
Desire (M-G-M) 941
Stunt Pilot (Mono)
3814
Submarine Patrol (20th-Fox)
No*-

5

909

Sudden Money
(Para) Mar.
June
Sun
Never
10 Sets, The (Dniv)
Sundown

on

the

Prairie

APr-

373

Tail

Spin
Feb. 4
925
Tarzan Finds a Son! (M-G-M)
Jt|ne 3
939
Tell No Tales (M-G-M)
May 20. 935
Texas Stampede (Col) June 10. .9204

Out (M-G-M) .
All Come
Asked for It (Dniv)
3040
Made
Her a Spy (RKO)
Mar. 25
930
They Made Me a Criminal (AVB)
<Jnn- 7
3Q7
Three Musketeers (20th-Fox)
Feb- n
927
Ihree Smart Girls Grow
Dp

They
They
They

(Dniv) Mar. 25
3001
Three Texas Steers (Rep)
866
Thundering West (Col) Apr. 15.. 9203
Timber Stampede (RKO)
985
To the Rescue (GN)
328
Topper Takes a Trip (DA) Jan. 7
Torchy in Chinatown (FN)
371
Torchy Runs for Mayor (AVB)
Apr. 1
322
Trapped in the Sky (Col)
9024
Trigger Pals (GN) Jnn. 21
Wl-13
Trigger
(Mono) May 13... 3854
Trouble Smith
in Sundown
(RKO)
M»r. 11
Tumbleweeds

983

(Astor)

Father

Racketeers
May
Return

of the

20
of the

Range

Cisco

(20th-Fox) Apr. 29
Ride ’Em Cowgirl (GN) Jan.
Risky Business (Dniv) Mar.
Romance
of the Redwoods

25

1.3863
923
942
853

S
Saint in London
(RKO)
St. Louis Blues (Para) Jan.
Saint Strikes Back (RKO)

929
28. .3822

Feb. 18
Second Fiddle (20th-Fox)
Secret Service of the Air (WB)
Feb. 11
Sergeant Madden
(M-G-M)
Mar. 25
She Married a Cop (Rep)

D-67

Hours

(Astor)

(RKO)

Feb.

918

320
927

AA'anted

by

W

3824
3840

(Dniv)

Scotland

6... 3835
3838

Yard

(Mono) Apr. 29
3829
AA’are Case, The (20th-Fox)
8014
AA'ater Rustlers (GN) Mar. 18..AV1-1
Waterfront ( WB)
325
Way
Down
South (RKO)
AVestern Caravans (Col)
9207
AVhispering Enemies (Col) Jan. 7
Wife, Husband and Friend (20thFox) Feb. 18
930
AA’ings of the Navy (WB) Jan. 21 309
W inner Take All (20th-Fox)
Feb. 25
939
AA inter Carnival (DA)
AVithin the Law
(M-G-M)
Mar. 18
928
AVolf Call (Mono) May 27
3813
AVoman
Doctor (Rep) Feb. 4.... 808
AA'oman Is the Judge, A (Col) . .
Women
in the W'ind (AA'B)
Feb. 4
Wuthering Heights (DA) Apr.

Should a Girl Marry?
(Mono).. 3823
Silver on the Sage (Para) Feb. 18 3858

Wyoming

Singing Cowgirl (GN) June 3. .AVI-3
Six Gun Rhythm
(GN) Feb. 18 AVI-19
6,009 Enemies (M-G-M) June 3. . 938
Smiling Along (20th-Fox) Dec. 17 933
Society Lawyer (M-G-M)
Apr. 1 930
Society Smugglers (Dniv)
Mar. 11
3024
Some Like It Hot (Para) May 13 3837
Son of Frankenstein (Dniv)
Jan. 21

Yes, My Darling
Feb. 11

Sorority House (RKO)
Apr. 22. . 924
S. O. S. Tidal Wave
(Rep) June 3 813
Southward Ho! (Rep) June 17.. 855

18 917

U

984
940
28.W1-2
11.. 3029

(Col) Apr. 29
Rolling Westward (Mono) Apr.
Rookie Cop (RKO)
Apr. 29
Rose of Washington
Square
(20t.h-Fox) May
13
Rough Riders Roundup
(Rep)
Mar.

12 Crowded

Dnion Pacific (Para) May
Dnmarried
(Para) May 27

(RKO)

Kid

954

T )
(20tli-Fox

Pygmalion

980

3862
3857

22

May
27
Unexpected

11....

25

(Mono) Apr. 1
Sunset Trail (Para) Oct. 29
Susannah of the Monnties
(20th-Fox) June 17
Sweepstakes Winner (FN)

Agent (Mono)
Doctor (Para)

Dec.

918

Star Reporter (Mono) Feb. 25.. 3822
Stolen Life (Para) Apr. 29
3864
Story of Alexander Graham
Bell
(20th-Fox) Apr. 8
938
Story of Vernon and Irene
Castle (RKO)
838
Street of Missing Men

Dndercover
Dndercover

R

9206

Stand Dp and Fight (M-G-M)
Jan. 7
Star of Midnight (RKO)
reissue

Paris Honeymoon
(Para) Dec. 24 3821
Persons in Hiding (Para) Jan. 28.3823
Phantom
Stage (Dniv)
3056
Pirates of the Skies (Dniv)
3033
Pride of the Navy (Rep) Jan. 28. 822
Prison Without Bars (DA) Feb. 25
(M-G-M)

931
4.. 3014

Outlaw

(Rep)

316
1
867

Y
Daughter

(FN)
357

You Can’t Cheat an Honest
Man
(Dniv) Feb. 25
You Can’t Get Away
AVith
Murder (FN) Jan. 28
Young Mr. Lincoln
(20th-Fox) June 10

z

Zaza (Para) Jan. 7
Zenobia (DA) Mar. 18
Zero Hour (Rep) May 27

3005
364
947
3819
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Hook
A

ALL-STAR

Odd Sports (10)
Ski Rhythm
(10)
Technique of Tennis

COMEDIES

A Star Is Shorn (17)
Boom
Goes the Groom
(17%)
Home
on the Rang:.
Mutiny on the Body
Enongh

(17)

Apr.

21, ’39

Mar.

24, ’39
Dec. 9

Feb. 10, ’39
Sept. 30

(18)

Now It Can Be Sold (17) June 2, ’39
Pest From the West (..)... .June 16
Pie A La Maid (18)
Dee. 23
With Charley Chase.
Rattling- Romeo
(17)
Swing You Swingers

July

(18)
With Andy Clyde.
The Chump
Takes a
(18)
The Nightshirt
The Sap Takes
(15%)
Trouble Finds
(18)
COIOR

Jan.

Bandit
a Sap
Andy

20, ’39

We

(16)
Want

(17)
Yes. We

Girl

Yells

31
26
23

Dec.

16

June

Peaceful Neighbors (8) . .Jan.
The Gorilla Hunt
(..).. .Feb.
The House That Jack Built

14, ’39

TOUR
(10) .Not.

No. 7 Parade
No. 8 Strauss

May
PARADE

19, ’39

(..)
No. 9 Songs

of

the

the

Jan.

Capitol

Apr.

Grand

18

6, ’39
28, ’39

National

CAVALCADE

OF

STUFF

No. 1 (10)
Col. Stoopnagle.
No. 2(10)

Jan.
Jan.

24, ’39

Apr.

21, ’39

West

May 19, ’39
( . . ) June 16

No. 1 College Songs
(10)
No. 2 South Seas (10)

Oct. 1
Oct. 4

No. 3 Season’s Idea (11)
No. 4 Sweetheart Melodies
No. 5 Friendship Songs

Dec. 2
(11) Dec. 30

(10)
No. 6 Moon Songs
KRAZY
KAT

Jan.
Feb.

(10)

27, ’39
24, ’39

Apr. 6, ’39
Oct. 21

Krazy’s Bear Tale
Krazy’s Shoe Shop
The Lone Mountie
MUSIC
(New
A

Night

HALL
series)

in

a

(7) . . . . Jan. 27, ’.39
( . . ) . .May 12, ’39
(6)
Dec. 10
VANITIES

Music

(10%)
A Night at the Troc
Yankee Doodle Home

Jan. 20, '39
(10) .. Mar. 2, ’39

(..)
PICTUREGRAPH
No.

1(..)
SCRAPPY

19, ’39

Jan.

15, ’39

CARTOONS

A Worm’s Eye View (7) . .Apr. 28, ’39
Happy
Birthday (7)
Not. 17
Scrappy’s
(6)
Scrappy’s
Scrappy’s

Added

3, ’39
Rodeo (..)
June 2
Sideshow (7) . . . .Mar. 3, ’39

SCREEN
No.
No.
No.

Attraction
Feb.

SNAPSHOTS

2(10)
3(10)
4(10)

17)

Oct. 14
Not. 20
Dec. 15

No. 5(10)
No. 6(10%)
No. 7(10)
No. 8(9%)
No. 9 ( . . )
No. 10 (. .)
No. 11 (..)
SPORT

(Series

PAY

Ont

(17)

Mar.

11, ’39

Apr.

15, ’39
Dec. 24

THE

KIDS

Picturesque Udaipur (8) . .May 13, ’39
Rural Hungary
(9)
Apr.29, ’39
Singapore and Jahore (9) . . . . Dec. 31
Sydney — Pride of Australia
(9)
Dec. 3
HISTORICAL
on

MYSTERIES

the

Rock

Jan. 6,
Feb. 17,
Mar. 17,
Apr. 8,
May 12,
May
June

’39
’39
’39
’39
’39
26
15

REELS

Diving Rhythm
(. . )
May 5, ’39
Get Ready Nary
(10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Jockeys Up
(..)
June 2
King Vulture (10) Special. . .Dec. 23
Nayy
Champions
(10)
Mar. 17

140

Heart

(11) . .

(11)

Sept. 3

Dee.

Hollywood Hobbies
lee Antics (9)

(10) .. May

Loye on a Tap (11)
Miracle of Salt Lake
Without

MUSICAL
of Love

31

13, ’39
Feb. 11

Mar. 18, ’39
(11) .. .Not. 12

Honor

(..)
The Greener Hills (11) . .
They Lire Again (10)

May
May

20, ’39
27, '39
Oet. 22

COMEDIES
(171

Jan.

28

Happily Buried
(20)
Apr. 15, ’39
Men of Steel (21)
Dee. 17
Kenneth
Stevens and Doris Weston In a musical saga of washing
machines.
Once Oyer Lightly (19)
Dee. 31
The story of two harber colleges
becomes a musical comedy plot by
a close shave. Johnny Downs
and
Dixie Dunbar.
Somewhat
Secret (21) ... Mar.
M-G-M
CARTOONS
(New Series)
©Art

Gallery

(9)

25, ’39

May

Jitterbug Follies (9)
Feb. 25,
©Little Gold Fish (8) .. .Apr. 15,
Mama’s
New
Hat (9)
Feb.
Seal Skinners (9)
Jan. 8,
Wanted
No Master (8) .. .Mar. 18,
M-G-M
NEWS
OF THE
DAY
Released twice weekly.
OUR
Alfalfa’s

Feb. 18
Series)

No.
7(10)
The
Mexican

PETE

SMITH

SPECIALTIES

Double Hiring (10)
Grid Rules (10)
OHeroes
at Leisure
DHot
on Tee (10)
Man’s

Greatest

Jan. 14
Oct. 15
Feb. 11
Oct. 22

(10)

Friend

(10) . .Not.

19

Mnrine Circus (9)
Mar. 11, '39
CVPennv’s Picnic (10)
.Dee. 17
Rndio Hams
(10)
May 20, ’39
Weather Wizards (9)
Apr. 8, ’39
ROBERT
BENCHLEY
An Honr for Lnnch (9) . .Mar. 18, ’39
Dark Magic
(10)
May 13
Home
Early (9)
May 27
How
to Watch
Football (9)... Oct. 8
Jan.

28, ’39
Dee. 10
Not. 12

BETTY

BOOP

GANG
Aunt

13
’39
’39
11
’39
’39

COMEDIES
(11)

Jan.

7

Clown
Princess (10)
Apr. 15, ’39
Cousin Wilbur
(10)
Apr. 29, ’39
Duel Personalities (10) . .Mar. 11, ’39
Football Romeo
(10)
Not. 12

Tlie

Scared
COLOR

Dec. 23
Oct. 14
(7).. Mar. 31

Crows (7) . . . . June
CLASSICS

9, ’39

Always
Kickin’ (7)
Jan. 27, ’39
Small Fry (7)
Apr. 21, ’39
The Playful Polar Bears (7) .Oct. 28
COLOR
CRUISES
(New Series In Clnecolor)
Costa Rica (10)
Dec. 2
Jamaica
(10)
May 26
Land of Inca Memories (10).. Jan. 27
Mexico (10)
Oet. 7
Republic of Panama
(9) . . . . Mar. 24
HEADLINER
A Song Is Born (10)
Jan. 6, ’39
Basse Rhythm
(10)
Oct. 7
Henry Busse and His Orchestra.
The Champngne
Music of the
Lawrence
Walk
(10)
Mar. 3
Lawrence Walk and his Orchestra.
Hal Kemp
and His Orchestra
(1®)
Music Through
(ID
Jan Garber
Orrln Tucker
(1®)
Paramount

the

Dec.

Years

Feb.
Orchestra.
Orchestra

and
and

Presents

Hoagy

michael (10)
With
Jack
Teagarden
orchestra.

2

3, ’39

Lopez

and

ty Hutton, Barry
sino, Dick Todd.
PARAMOUNT
Released twice

Del

Ca-

Co-Ed

(10)

Mar.

10

Fisherman’s Pluck (10) . .Apr. 14, ’39
Oh Say, Can You Ski? (10).. Dec. 16
Raising Canines (10)
Not. 11
Rube Goldberg’s TraTelgab
(®)
Oct. 14
Swans
(10)
May 19, ’39
That’s Africa (10)
Feb. 10
Unfinished Symphony
(10) .. .Jan. 13
PARAMOUNT

PICTORIAL

No. 3(10)
Oct. 7
Oceanic oddities, mountain
sunrises, elephants.
No. 4(10)
Not. 4
Prospecting
for
oil, mountain
climbing and a visit to southeastern United States.
No. 5(9)
Dec. 9
17 year locusts, outdoor scenes and
the hit parade of yesterday.
No. 6(10)
Great
Britain’s

Feb.
at
all

Jan. 6, ’39
Kenya
Colony,

3,
’39
play,
about
Mar.

animals

3

Apr. 7, ’39
after dark,

No. 11 (10)
June
Three stories about water.
year.
POPEYE
CARTOONS
©Aladdin

and

nis

2, ’39

Wonderful

Lamp
(22)
Cops Is Always Right
Customers Wanted
(7)
Ghosks Is the Bunk
Goonland
(8)
Leave Well Enough

Apr. 7, ’39
(7)... Dec. 30
Jan. 27

(7) . .June

16, ’39
Oct. 21

Alone

(7)
Wotta
Nitemare
(7)
POPULAR
SCIENCE
(In Clnecolor)

May

Apr. 28
19, ’39

Sept. 2
Nov. 4
Jan. 6, ’39
Mar. 10

No. 5(11)
GRANTLAND
LIGHTS

RICE

May 12, ’39
SPORT-

Champion Airhoppers (10) . . . .Oct. 28
Deals with the fascinating s|%rrt
of gliding

and

soaring

in motorless

planes.
Death Valley Thrills (10) . .June 9,
Diamond
Dust (10)
May 12,
Frolicking Frogs (10)
Dec.
Hijinks with
trained frogs
cluding a Jumping contest.
Good Skates (10)
Ice skating with
Hold Your Breath
meet.
Depicting a novel

’.39
’39
23
In-

Apr. 14, ’39
champions.
(10)
Feb. 17
underwater track

Super-Athletes (10)
Nov. 25
An analysis of the progress made
in track and field sports.
The Sporting Irish (10)
Sports in Ireland.

Mar.

17

Two
Boys and aofDog
.Jan. and
20, ’39a
Adventures
two(10)boys
wire hair terrier on a pack trip
In the Rocky Mountains.
UNUSUAL

OCCUPATIONS
(In Color)

ONo. 2(10)
No. 3 (10)
No.
No.

Oct. 7
Dec. 2

4(10)
5 (10)
6

Feb. 3, ’39
Apr. 14, ’39

(Cinecolor)

RKO
DISNEY

(10) ... .June

16, ’39

Radio

CARTOONS

Beach
Picnic (8)
Donald’s Cousin Gns
Donald's Golf Game

June 9, ’39
(7) .. May 19, ’39
(8)
Nov. 4

Donald’s Lucky Day (8) . .Jan. 13, '39
Farmyard
Symphony
(8)
Oct. 14
Ferdinand the Bull (8)
Nov. 25
Goofy and Wilbur (8)
Mar. 17
Merbabies (9)
Dec. 9
Mother Goose Goes Hollywood
(8)
Practical

PARAGRAPHICS
Circus

and

No. 10 (11)
May 5, ’39
Gentlemen
at
w o r k.
Oriental
craftsmanship and
song of tho

May5, ’39
and
his

NEWS
weekly.

with

Milkman's

No. 8(10)
No. 9 (10)
Sea police,
fashions.

4

Apr. 7, ’39
Orchestra, BetWood,

visit

Charro

plumed
birds
accordions.

No.

Not.
Car-

Tempo of Tomorrow
(10) .. June 2, ’39
Richard Himber and his orchestra.
Three Kings and a Queen
(11)
Vincent

a
his

No. 3 (10)
No. 4(10)

CARTOONS

(7)
Sally Swing (7)
So Does an Automobile

and

and

No. 1 (10)
No. 2 (11)

Paramount

DOESN’T

Ancient Egypt
(9)
Jan. 21, ’39
Colorful Curacao (9)
May 27
Glimpses of Australia (9)... Apr. 15
Imperial Delhi (8)
Feb. 18
Jaipur— The Pink City (8)... Oct. 29
Java Journey (10)
Mar. 18
Madeira — Isle of Romance
(8)
Oct. 1

Dream
May

(New

gadgets

Stan
Shaw
Matinee.

Angel of Mercy
(10)
May 20, ’39
No. 1 (10)
Oct. 15
New Roadways
(10)
Jan. 28
Story of Alfred Noble (11).. Feb. 18
The Story of Dr. Jenner (10). Mar. 18

20

Captain’s Christmas
(8)
Dec. 17
Honduras
Hurricane (9)
Oct. 15
Petunia Nationnl Park (9)... Jan. 14

Prophet

Hall

Tiny Troubles (10)
PASSING
PARADE

horse

Oct. 15
Dec. 17

20, *39
Dec. 2

(21)
Sleeps

are

week.

(7)
Jan.
On With the New
(7)
Pudgy in Thrills and Chills

CAPTAIN
AND
CARTOONS

Great

Men
in Fright (10)
Practical Jokers (9)

6

MINIATURES
Golf Chumps
(..)
Hot Dogs on Ice (7)

of the

M-G-M
to Loan
America

Man

short
color.

12, ’39

(21)
Wrong
Way

The

Titles

Musical Mountaineers (7) .May
My Friend the Monkey

CRIME
Money
While

^Indicates
^Indicates

How
to Sublet (8)
Mental Poise 18)
Opening Day
(9)

FITZPATRICK
TRAVELTALKS
In Teehnlcolor

(9) . Mar.

(..)
10 Songs of Romance
Third Series

1 Harry Newman
Commentator (10)
Not.
2 Inside the White House

(11)
No. 3 Inside

SING

of Hits
Waltzes

6, ’39

(7)
WASHINGTON

4

Big Town
Commuters
(9) . Feb. 3, ’39
Man Made Island (Frisco Fair)
(. . )
May 26
Prorince of Quebec (10)
Dec. 15
COMMUNITY

'39
25
14
30

30

26, '39
24, ’39

Apr.

Isle of Paradise

Jan.

Mummy

Have

(7).. Not. 3
May 26
Not. 24

(..)

(7)
COLUMBIA

Our

(..)

(re-sale)

(8)

Go

24, ’39

28

Mar.
(7)...Ang.
Dec.

Flame

Did

Feb.
Bonzana

No.

10, ’39

They

COMEDIES

No

May5, ’39
(18) . . .Oct. 28
Mar.

(..)...

STOOGES

(16%)
Apr. 7,
Flat Foot Stooges (17)
Not.
Mutts to You (18)
Oct.
Sayed From
the Belle (17).. June
Three Little Sew and Sews

No.

July

little Moth’s Big
Lucky Pigs ( . . )
Midnight Frolics

No.

Ducking

RHAPSODIES

little Match
(8%)

Bermuda

A

Bump

Clyde

Happy
Tots (7)
Hollywood Graduation
Kangaroo Kid (7)

Nell’s

14

THREE

Feb. 10
Not. 4
.June 30

Following:

Running: Time. Date Is National Release, 1938, Unless
Otherwise Specified.

GUIDE

Columbia

(17)
Not Guilty

Numerals

Pig

(. . )

Feb.

Dec. 23
24, ’39

Society Dog Show
(8)
Feb. 3, ’39
Mickey Mouse enters Pluto in the
Society dog show and Pluto does
not win.
QThe
Hockey Champ
(7) . .Apr. 7, ’39
The Ugly Duckling (9)
Apr. 7
A

EDGAR
KENNEDY
Clean Sweep (17)

Baby
Beaux Daze
and

(15)
Errors

COMEDIES
Dec. 2

(18)

May

19,
Oct.’397

Edgar’s father-in-law again starts
all the mischief as Edgar becomes
the

butt of a practical
cause of his obesity.

Joke

be-

Clock Wise (16)
Mar. 24
Father-in-law’s grandfather clock
drives Edgar nuts as he unsuccessfully tries to get rid of It.
Maid to
Edgar
in-law
tions.

Order (18)
Jan. 27, ’39
tries to marry his fatheroff with amusing complica-

BOXOFFICE

:: June 24, 1939

HEADLINER

COMEDIES

Romancing
Along
Phil Harris and
Sea Melody (19)
Ted Fio Rito
with Rita
cellino.

(21)
his

and

Oehman

Dec.
Orchestra.

Oct. 21
Orchestra

His
and

30

Muzzy

Mar-

Swing Vacation (19)
Feb.
LEON
ERROL. COMEDIES

24, ’39

ADVENTURES
CAMERAMAN

OF

Home
Major

©Fashion

Mar.
(19)

No. 3 (20)
Inside the

10, ’39
Nov. 18

May 5, ’39
June 30, ’39

line.

No. 4 (19)
Nov. 25
Uncle Sam — The Good Neighbor.
yNo.
5 (18)
Dec. 23
The Refugee — Today and Tomorrow.
No. 6(18)
The State
No.

of the

Nation.

Jan.

7 (19)

Young
Crisis.

20, ’39
Feb.

America

and

Mexico’s

No. 8(18)
No. 9 (19)
Japan: Master of the
No. 10 (20)
Dixie — The
nation’s
problem.
NU-ATLAS

17

New

Mar. 17, ’39
Apr. 14, ’39
Orient.
May 12
number
one

Arcade Varieties (11) ... .May 12, ’39
East & Dumke, Lillian Roth, Frazee Sisters, Gilrone & Starr.
dafe Rendezvous
(10)
Dec. 23
Oshins & Lessy, Jack Arthur, Armida and The Kidoodlers.

Readin,

Ritin

and

Apr.
Eton

14, ’39
Boys,

Rhythm

Talent Auction (10)
Irene Beasley, Five
Robinson, The Merry
Bernard.

What Every
(10)
What Every

Oct. 28
Reillys, Paul
Macs, Bobby

Tropical Topics (10)
Jan. 20, '39
The Rimacs, Rosita Ortego, Sisters
Virginia.
Venetian Moonlight
(11) . . . .Nov. 25

twice

Frozen

RADIO

FLASH

Dog-Gone
(16)
Hectic Honeymoon

Gandy

Apr.

21, ’39
Nov. 4

SPORTSCOPE

Bird

Dogs

Blue

Grass

get

Apr. 21, ’39
ready for

(10)

Bow Strings
Archery.

(10)
(9)

Jan.

Nov.

4

Dec.

2

27, ’39

CJDeep End
(10)
Oct. 7
Top-ranking women
diving champions photographed in action by
the slow motion camera.
Devil Drivers (9)
On the Wing
(10)
The hunting of wild
Riding the Crest (9)
Surfboard riding at

June

16, ’39
Dec. 30

geese.
July 14, ’39
Waikiki beach.

Smooth
Approach
(9) . . . .May 19, ’39
The golfers show how
it’s done.
Snow Fails (9)
Feb. 24
A

ski picture that’s different.
RAY
WHITLEY
WESTERNS
(New

Prairie

(18)

Dec.

16

Sagebrush Serenade (19) .June 16, ’39
Ranch
House Romeo
(17) . . . . Apr. 7
REELISMS

(New

Air Waves
(10)
Dude
Ranch
(9)
Gold (9)
Newsreel

(10)

BOXOFFICE

25

Jan. 20, ’39
MAGIC

Mar.
Feb.

Goose

Goose

of

Feb.

in

©The

New

©Tlie

Slipper

Comer

Owl

and

Village

Frame

Mar.
Nov.
Feb.

10
11
10

Feb. 3,
(9) .. .Apr. 7,
May 26,
May 5,
Oct.

9

’39
’39
’39
’39
14

Rides

Again

7

13, *39
4

Feb.

10

Dec.

2

FICTION

Oct. 1

5
2

No.

59 (9)

Feb.

6

No.

60 (9)

Mar.

6

Apr.

3

No.

62 (9)

May

No. 63 (9)
No. 64 (..)
TWO
REEL

Mar.

30, ’39
20, ’39
Mar. 13

Apr. 10, ’39
May 15, ’39
June 26, ’39
PRODUCTIONS

Cafe Boheme
(17)
Apr. 12
Saul Grauman
&
Co., Rosita Ortega, Pied Pipers, Luba
Malina,
Roy Smeck & His Aloha Islanders.
Gals and Gallons (18) ... .July 12, ’39
East and Dunke,
Rita Rio, Jan
Peerce, Deneet & Dee, Pansy the
Horse.
Music and Models (19)
Dec. 14
Jack Arthur, Carolyn Marsh, Six
Debonairs, Irene Vermillion & Co.
Nautical Knights (19) ... .Jan. 11, ’39
Arthur & Morton Harvel, Moore &
Ravel, Judy
Starr, Stump
and
Stumpy, The Khezzis.

Pharmacy
Follies (18) ... .May 17, '39
Three
Playboys, Frazee
Sisters,
Mountaineers,
(17y2)

Gilrone
Oct.

12

CARTOONS

Rabbit Hunt
(7)
Oct. 17
Sailor Mouse
(7)
Nov. 7
The Big Cat and the Little
Mousie (7)
Aug. 15
WALTER
JL.ANTZ CARTUNES
(7)

Dec.
(7)
(7)

SPECIAL

March
of Freedom
(21)
UNIVERSAL
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

June

7

19

. . . . May

29, ’39

Apr.

30, ’39

Russ

Morgan

A

Fat

MELODIES

A Day at the Zoo (7)
Bars nnd Stripes Forever
Count

Me

Daffy

Duck

Out

and

Dogs

Cheap

(20)

Projection
Murder

Room

With

(20)

(..)

Small

17

(7)
Little

Pancho

Naughty But Mice
Prest-O Change-O
Robinhood

Makes

The

Mice

The

Night

Thugs

Will

Dirty

An

(..)

Next

(20)
(20)

to

15

Feb.

11

Dec.

10

Feb.

25

.Oct. 29
Oct. 22

Closing

Illustrated

13, ’39

Oct. 1

No.

Illustrated,

May

2

Nov.
in

Porky
Porky

Jitters

Wow

7, ’39

Feb. 25
(10) . . . .Nov. 5
4. Apr.

22,’39
Dec. 8
Jan. 28

(7)

Apr.

(7)

and Teabiscuit
in Egypt (7)
the

Gob

(7)

Movie

Porky’s

Naughty

Mystery

26

Jan.

28

22, ’39
Nov. 5
Nov.

26

(7).. Mar.

11

Nephew

(7). Oct. 15

Porky’s Tire Trouble (7)
Feb.
The Lone Stranger and Porky
Columbus

(7)
MELODY
Artie

Shaw

(10)
Blue Barron

Jan.

jr.

May

MASTERS
and
&

18

The

Dave Apollon
(• •)

Orch.

and

Felton

Vaudeville

26

House

May

20, ’39

lot

Jan.
with

13, ’39

Apr. 29, ’39
(10) .Jan. 21, *39

Orch.
&

7, ’39
Fritz

and

Larry

&

Clinton

(10)
Merle Kendrick

8
3

Orchestra
His

(10)

His

May 20, ’39
Orchestra
Nov.

and

4

Orchestra
Oct. 22

Orchestra

and
His

Tech.
Oct. 1
Nov.

19

Touch

(10) . . . .Feb.

18

VARIETIES

Interlude

(..).. Nov.

(10)
Gadgeteers

(10)

Tax Trouble (10)
Robbin’ Good
(10)
Ski Girl (10)
Table Manners
TRUE

May

27

Feb.

18

Mar.

18, ’39
Dec. 10

Jan.

14, ’39
Oct. 15

(11)

ADVENTURES

(By
Minute

Floyd

From

Chained

(..)

Defying

Death

High

19

15, ’39

Peril

Gibbons)

Death

(11)... Mar.

4

Apr.

1

(12)

Oct. 15

(12)

Feb.

18

The Human
Toils of the

Bomb
(12) . . .Jan. 7, ’39
Law
(12)
Nov. 12

Treacherous

Waters

Voodoo

Fires

(12) . . . .Dec.

(11)

10

May

6

SERIALS
COLUMBIA
Flying G-Men
15 chapters.
Robert Paige.
Craig,

Richard

Mandrake
the
12 chapters.
Secret
(15

Jan.
Lorna

Gray,

28, ’39
James

Fiske.

Magician.

. .May

6, ’39

of Treasure Island. . .Mar. 17
episodes). Story of burled
treasure

on

an

adventurer’s

REPUBLIC
Daredevils

of

the

Red

Circle

12 Chapters
June 10 ’39
Charles Quigley, Herman
Brix, David Sharps, Carole Landis, Miles
Mander, Charles Middleton.
Hawk
of the Wilderness
Dec. 3
12 chapters. Herman
Brlx, Jill
Martin.
Lone Ranger Rides Again. Feb. 25, ’39
15 Chapters. Robert
Livingston,
Jinx Falken, Chief Thunder Cloud.
UNIVERSAL

Apr.
(..).. Dec.
Feb.

Jimmy
Dorsey
(10)

Series)

Crawfords at Home
( . . ) . . Apr.
Dean of the Pasteboards

Orchestra

&

Jerry Livingston
(10)

Ray Kinney
(10)

5

(9)

VITAPHONE
A

pirate’s
Island.

Orchestra

(New

Master’s

7, ’39

Clyde Lucas & Orch. (10) . .Jan. 7, ’39
Clyde McCoy & Orchestra
(10)
Mar. 18
Dave Apollon and His Orchestra
(11)
Dec. 24

Happy

Warner

Bmsh

1

Nov.

Apr.

(7)

Porky’s

(7)
Christopher

White

(9)

Immortal

20, ’39

Jan.
3

(7)

111 Wind

Porky

the

the

Roving Camera
(10) .Mar. 25, ’39
LOONEY
TUNES
CARTOONS

It’s an

6, 39

Independence

SPECIALS
Pow

A

No.

Illustrated

Doc

of

Sons of Liberty (20)
Swingtime in the Movies

Oct. 8

(20)

Mechanix Illustrated No.
Nature’s Mimic (10)
Points on Pointers (9)

Daffy

(7) .May

(7).... Nov.

(21)
Feb. 11, *38
Sons of the Plains (19) . .July 30, ’38
Mauch
Twins, Rosella Towns.

4

29, ’39
Jan. 21

(21)

Shadows

Chicken

19

(20) on
Fun

(20)
May
THE
COLOR
PARADE
(New Series)

The

31

(7)... Nov.

Mugs

Education

11

Dec.

Feld, Katherine Kane, John Carroll, Charles
Foy
and
Jerry
Colonna.

Apr.

(20)

Is Young

Casino

(10)
Mechanix

(7)

18

(20)

Idol

Knight

20, ’39
Mar. 25

31

Apr.

Serenade

Toyinnd

..May

(7)... Feb.

Watchman

With

You’re

(7)
(7)

Good

Play

Oct. 22
Oct. 8

(7)

Dec.
Mar.

(22)

Sundae

Vanilla

Jan. 28, ’39
Huntas

Mar.

(..)

Rhythm

Town

Apr. 22, ’39
(..).Dec. 3

in Hollywood

Ham-Ateur
Night (7)
Johnny Smith & Poker

Sept. 24
in

17

Dinosaur

Reservations

Seeing Spots (20)
Sophomore
Swing

Two

25

Dec.

June 3, ’39
Nov. 12

(20)
Rollin’

The

Mar.

(20)

Home

Dec.
the

Dog Gone Modern
(7) . . . . Jan. 14, ’39
Goldrusli Daze (7)
Feb. 25

(^Lincoln

(. . )

Trouble

Mar. 11
(7). Apr. 8

(7)

and

(7)
Daffy Duck

Feb. 25
Color)

(In

(18)

BREVITIES

Chance

Orcnestra

TECHNICOLOR

Vitaphone
BROADWAY

&

(11)
MERRIE

Declaration

(10)
Mechanix

Jan.
Feb.

Land

JuneS, ’39
July 3

27

Oot. 3
Nov. 14
Nov. 28

Fakir

1, ’39

China Today
(10)
For Your Convenience

(7)

21

Jan.

(10)
Mechnnix

Cuckoo

(7)

Dec.

You’re

Bank
Notes (19)
Mar. 15
Gus Van, Minor &
Root, Three
Wiles, Barton Quintet, Ruth Daye.

Charlie

Feb. 27
Oct. 3

58 (9)

Stardust

Jan.

(8)

No. 59 (9)
No. 60(10)
No. 61(9)

Mola

13

8, ’39

No. 57(9)

27

Oct.

No. 55 ( 9)
No. 56 ( 9)
No. 57 ( 9)

Bola

Feb.

No.

Jan.

Pussycat

Bandit

Kittens

26

Oct. 10

24

Universal

Baby

(7)... Dec.

Nov.

Mar.

SCENIC

Show

56(9)

Home

Oct. 21

(6)

OSWALD

55(9%)

No.

Hats

(7)

Blacksmith

Emerson’s
& Starr.

No.

BeU
THAN

30
18

(7)

the

No. 62 (9)
No. 63 (9)
No. 64 ( . . )
MENTONE

the

Dec.
Nov.

Up

Nick

(6)

Armed

and

STRANGER

Broadway
Buckaroo
Cleaning Up (..)

(7)

Bears

Fire

(7)
The Cat

16

United Artists
Eternal

10, ’39
Nov. 28

(..)

10

Nov.
Three

Beans

Dec.

(7)
©Tlie

Blackbird

Mar.

G-Man

in the

(7)
Tlie Stranger

Magic

Apr.

Nellie of the Circus (7) . . .May
The Birth of a Toothpick

Boarder

(7)

Glass

24

Doomsday

Herman

Time

Blue

17, ’39
17, ’39

(7)

©Nutty
Network
(7)
One Gun Gary in the

Side

Series)

Dec.

Pilot Boat (9)
Soldiers of the Sea
Swinguet (8)
Television (9)
Trans-America (11)

Nov.
Should

Patio Serenade (17)
Nov. 16
Tito Coral, Laura Suarez, Armida,
Gloria Belmonte and others.

Series)

Poppas

Know

GOING
PLACES
WITH
GRAHAM
MCNAMEE

Plumb Crazy (16)
Feb. 3
Pat C. Flick as a plumber causes
considerable commotion
on a job.
PATHE

KINDER-

Little

(7)
(8)

No. 61 (9)
Should

Inventor

(7)
©Housewife

re-

COMEDIES
(17)

HIS

CARTUNE

(’36-’37

Big Leaguers (9)
The Chicago Cubs
the pennant chase.

AND

Girl

Feet

©Gandy
(6)

weekly

PARADE

3

Mystic Siam (10)
Viking Trail (10)
TERRY-TOONS

One
PATHE
leases)

No.

Good Neighbors (..) . . . . Apr. 28, ’39
Isle of Pleasure (11)
Feb. 3, '39
Land
of Contentment
(10) .. .Oct. 14

NEWS

Released

Mar. 3, ’39
Apr. 14, ’39

Know
(10)
LOWELL
THOMAS
CARPET

The

(10)
, . . .Feb. 17, ’39
Samovar
Serenade (10)
Mar. 17
Codolbon & His Gypsy Orchestra,
Moscow
Choir, Karavaeff, Luba
Malina.

FATHE

LEW
LEHR
GARTEN

Gaudy Goose in
Jitters (7)

MUSICALS

Hello Mama
(11)
George Jessel, Four
Frieda Sulivan.

Forecasts,

Nov. 11
Oct. 28
Jan. 6

(11)
Mar. 31, ’39
FOX
MOVIETONE
NEWS
Released twice weekly.

Oct. 28
Maginot

NEWS

Athletic Oddities (9)
Timber Toppers (10)
Shooting for Par (10)

Crime Rave (18)
Jan. 13, ’39
Errol entertains bank bandits at
his home
without knowing it.
Boner (20)
Difficulties

A

Daily Diet of Danger (10) .Jan. 6, ’39
ED
THORGERSEN-SPORTS

Hunting
Dogs
(11)
Inside Baseball (..)
FASHIONS

Moving
Vanities (17)
Ring Madness (19)
MARCH
OF TIME

Crack Pot Cruise
Disobedient Mouse

20th Century-Fox

12

Hawaiians

Buck
Rogers
Apr. 11, ’39
12 Chapters. Larry Crabbe, Jackie
Moran,
Constance
Moore,
Jack
Mulhall.
Oregon
John

Trail (15 chapters) .... July 4
Mack
Brown,
Louise Stanley, Bill Cody jr., Fuzzy Knight,
Ed LeSaint, James Blaine, Jack C.
Smith, Roy Barcroft.

Scouts to the Rescue
Jan. 17, ’39
12 Chapters. Jackie Cooper, Jack
Mulhall, Vondell Darr, Bill Cody

Oct. 1

:: June 24, 1939
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Date at top of column is week ending. Number in square is
national release date, 1938-39. Production number is at right.

Hooking 3katt
A

JANUARY

JANUARY

7

9035
Melodrama
[5]
Homicide Bureau (59)
B. Cabot-R. Hayworth
R — Feb. 11

Water

Western
WI-l
Rustlers (54)

Dorothy

Page;

R-Mar.

18

[~jf| Action Drama
313
Dong Shot (69)
Gordon Jones
Marsha Hunt R — Dec. 31

[Jf| Historical Drama
Stand Up and Fight
Wallace Beery
Robert Taylor
R — Jan. 7

CURRENT

TO

GUIDE

918
(95)

14

[Jj| West
Trigger
Palsern
(56)
Art Jarrett
Lee Powell
A1 St. John
R — Jan. 21

RELEASES

JANUARY

9203
ern (57)
West
[12]
Thundering
West
Chas. Starrett
Iris Meredith
R— Apr. 15

WI-l

3

Running time (company estimate) follows title.
indicates Adult classification, otherwise Family

21

JANUARY

West
[19]
Frontiers
of ern
’49 (54)9212
Elliot-L.
DeAlcanlz
RB.— Mar.
11

FEBRUARY

28

FEBRUARY

4

11

Texas Stampede
[~9]
Western(57)9204
R
June 10
C.— Starrett-I.
Meredith

(67) Wolf Spy Hunt 9014
Lone
[27] Melodrama
Daughter)
(For. Lone Wolf’s
Warren
William
Ida
Lupino
R — Jan.
28

Ride
Cowgirl
ern
West
|2o| ’Em
Dorothy
Page
R — Jan. 28

Letter "A"
suitability.

R — is review date. Symbol O indicates BOXOFFICE
Blue Ribbon Award Winner. Symbol © indicates color photography.

North of Shanghai (59)
R — Mar.
|lo|
Action11
Drama
9038
B. Furness-J. Craig

0

(52)
WI-2

Four Girls in White (70)
921
Drama
[27]
F. Rlce-A. Marshal
A. Rutherford R — Jan. 28

919
[13] Action Drama
Burn 'Em Up O’Connor
(67)
Dennis
R—
Jan. O’Keefe
14

Honolulu
[~3~| Com.

(85)
with

Music

922

Eleanor
R —Allen-Robert
Feb. Powell-Burns
4
Young

Huckleberry Finn (91)
R—
18
[jp|
Comedy
Drama
923
M. Feb.
Rooney-W.
Connolly

&

Idiot’s Delight (3 07) 920
Drama
[27] Comedy
Norma
Shearer
Clark

[l8| Melodrama
Convict’s
Code (63)
Ann Nagel
Robert Kent
R — Feb. 18

3822

Gable

R — Feb.

Drifting Westward
Western
|25|
JackMar.
Randall
R—
25

4

(49)
3854

Navy Secrets (60)
3805
n Drama
Actio
R—
18
[ij Feb.
Fay
Wray-G.
Withers
Fittle
Pal
|~3~|
Drama

(66)
Reissue

[~8~| Western
3862
Sundown
on the Prairie
(53)
Tex
Ritter 1
R — April

3828

(For. The Healer)
M. Rooney-R. Bellamy

[~j~|
Action (68)
Drama
Disbarred
Otto Kruger
Gall Patrick
R — Jan. 14

3818

3819

Claudette Colbert
Herbert Marshall
R — Jan. 7

[~6~| Action Drama
808
Fighting Thoroughbreds
(65)
Mary
Carlisle
Ralph Byrd
R — Jan. 21

[g] Action Drama
Pacific IJner (76)
Victor McDaglen
Chester Morris
R — Dec. 31

[13]
Drama
Zaza (86)

914

|~6~| Action Drama
922
While New
York Sleeps
(61)
(For. Inside Story)
Michael Whalen
Jean Rogers
R — Oct. 22

Ambush
(62)
[2o| Melodrama
Gladys Swarthout
Lloyd
R
— Jan.Nolan
21

3820

Paris

Honeymoon

l
R — Crosby-F.
Dec. Mus
24 ica
B.
Gaal
|27]

|io| Mystery-Comedy
809
Mysterious
Miss X
(62)
Mary
Hart
Michael Whalen
R — Jan. 21

(85)
3821

|~3~|
Mus.
St. Fouis

Romance
Blues
(87) 3822

Pride of the Navy (63)
[26] Action Drama
822
James
Dunn
Rochelle Hudson
R — Jan. 28

-

|l3|
Comedy
913
Great Man
Votes (70)

Arizona Western
Legion (58)
[2o|

John Barrymore
Peter Holden
R — Jan. 14

Geo.
O’Brien
R — Jan.
14

IJ3] Action Drama
928
Charlie Chan In Honolulu (65) R— Dec. 24
S. Toler-P. Brooks

Smiling Musi
Along cal
(85)
933
|2o|
G.
Fields-M.
Maguire
R — Dec.
17

982

|~3~| Comedy Wharf
Drama
Fisherman’s
Bobby Breen
R — Feb. 4
Leo Carrillo

©Jesse
James Drama
(105)
[27] Outdoor
921
T. Power-N. Kelly
H. Fonda
R — Jan. 21

844
(71)

[~3~~| Comedy
929
Arizona Wildcat (69)
Jane Withers
Leo Carrillo R — Nov.

12

|2p|Moto’s
Melodrama
926
Mr.
Fast Warning (71) R — July 30
Lorre-R. Cortez

MIT SCELLA
WA> NE
RNF.ED
OUS

(69)

Woman

Doctor

>

3823

(65)

Comedya
Takes

Bela

Lugosi

911

Tail Spin 183)
[Jo] Action Drama
925
R —Nancy
Feb.Faye-C.
4Kelly
Alice
Bennett-

Made

Trip

[13] Horror Drama
Son of Frankenstein
Basil Rathbone
Boris Karloff

Boy Slaves (71)
(For. Pure In Mind)
Anne Shirley
[loj Melodrama
R
— Jan.Daniel
21
Roger

1

f 85)

P.

for

Each

Other

Drama
dy
Carole
Lombard
[io] Come
RJimmy
— Feb. Stewart
11

3004
(9 4)

R — Jan.

Western
[33I
Honor of
the West
B. Booker-M. Bell

21

Gambling
(60) 3023
|2p|
Action Ship
Drama

|~3~|
Action
3033
Pirates
of the Drama
Skies (61)

Robert Wilcox
Helen Mack
R — Dec. 24

Rochelle Hudson
Kent Taylor

Phantom

Stage

(57)

Bob
Western
|Jq|Baker
Marjorie Reynolds

3056

3055
(58)

WB307
[23] Com. Drama
They Made Me a
Criminal (89)

Off Com.
the Record
|2i|
Drama (68)
WB314
(For. Unfit to Print)

King Melodrama
of the Underworld
[28]
WB317
(69)

John Garfield
R — Jan. 7

Pat O’Brien
Joan Blondell
R — Jan. 28

Kay Francis
Humphrey
R — Jan. 14 Bogart

[~4~| Action Drama
FN371
(58)
Torchy
in Chinatown
Glenda
Barton

Farrell
MacLane

Wings

of the Navy (89)
WB309
Geo.
Brent Drama
[JJ| Action
R — Jan.de 21Havilland
Olivia

.
[7] Negro Western Sack
Harlem Rides the Range
(..)
Herbert Jeffrey
Mantan Moreland

142

Hiding

aFeb.8084
Dram
[ip]
F.
Inescort
R—

(78)
Connie Bennett
Roland Young
R — Jan. 7

3027

in

R
— Feb.
Home
on 18
the Prairie (58)
G. Autry-S.
Burnette
842
ern
West
[ip]

Topper
[l2|

|~g~| Melodrama
I,ast Warning
(63)
Preston Foster
Frances Robinson
R — Dec. 10

Persons

[iq] Action Drama
Lynne
R — Jan. Overman
28
J. Carrol Nalsh

Lloyd Nolan
Dorothy
Lamour
R — Jan. 28

i

|is|
Western
Smoky
TrailsMetropolitan
(. . )
Bob Steele
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SEPTEMBER,

1939

S

F
1

FEBRUARY

W

T

S
2

MARCH

25

Drama 9029
Action
|^] Son
Is a Criminal

(59)
Alan Baxter
Jacqueline Wells
R— Mar. 18

!

Virginia
R — Feb.

Bruce
26

3823
Action Drama
g
Star Reporter (62)
W.
Hull-Marsha
Hunt
R — Feb. 25

980

Comedy

jJPygmalion
(87)
Leslie Howard
Wendy
Hiller
R — Dec. 10

■

Rolling Westward
Western
[Y] Ritter
Tex
R — Apr.

;

(57)
3803

|

ring Enemies
Whispe
R
— Jan.
7
Drama
Action
[24]
J.
Holt-D.
Costello

(56)
9813

(63)
9023

Romance
of Redwooda(67)
R— Apr.
29 or Drama
Outdo
|30|
C.
Blckford-J.
Parker

(82)
925

Mystery
Plane
(60)
[8]
Action
Drama
3809
(Form. Sky Pirate)
Trent

[le] Western

Out)

MARCH 25
RELEASES

18

Lone Star Pioneers
Bill Elliot
Dorothy
Gulliver
R— Apr. 15

Boss
9009

lee FoUies of 1939
]
Joan
Crawford
[W
Jimmy
Stewart
Lew Ayres
R— Mar. 11

John

1

MARCH

11

Blondie Meets the
(70)
Comedy
[g]
(For. Blondie Steps
Penny
Singleton
RArthur
— Mar. Lake
4

CURRENT

TO

GUIDE

MARCH

4

9007
Let j|
Us Live
(69)
a
Dram
|2j
R — Fonda-M.
Feb. 18
H.
O’Sullivan

[Tjj

Drama With Music 920
I24]
Let Freedom Ring (86)
Nelson Eddy

Hkati

Hooking

3
4
5
0
7
8
9
10 11 12 13 14 15 10
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 20 87 28 29 30

My

924

T

A

18

Comedy
|l7]
Fast and Loose (79)
Robert
Montgomery
Rosalind Russell
R— Feb. 18

M

R — Mar.

Sergeant Madden
(80)
Wallace BeeryDrama
927
[24] Action
R— Mar. 26
Alan Curtis

Within the Law
(65)
[TtI Melodrama
928
R — Mar.
18
Ruth
Hussey-Paul
Kelly

j
Trigger Smith (59)
R— May
13
Jaok
Randall
Western
g

4

3854

of Mr. Wong3806
|jj] Melodrama

Mystery

(67) R — Mar. 18
Boris Karloff-D. Tree

3824
Comedy
|l7|
Boy Trouble (74)
(For. Two
Weeks
With
Pay)
C. Ruggles
R — Feb. 4

|24|
Sunset

W.

n
Wester
Trail
(68)

Boyd

3857

R — Oct.

29

3825
Dram
]
...
third
ofaa nation
[24one
(75)
S. Sidney-L. Erikson
R — Feb. 11

|~§~|
Drama
Cafe Society (83)
Madeleine Carroll
Fred MacMurray
R— Feb. 11

3820

823
jjjjj Melodrama
Forged Passport (64)
Paul Kelly-June Rang

Jr— Feb.

King of Chinatown
rama
[17] Melod
Akim
Tamiroff
Anna
May11 Wong
R— Mar.

(57)
3827

Rough
Riders Roundup
853
Western
[13]
(68)
R — Mar. 26
R. Rogers-M. Hart

Midnight

(93)

Drama
[24] ComedyColbert
Claudette
R—
11
Don Mar.
Ameche

3828

R—
11Relatives
My Mar.
Wife’sFamily
Hlgelns
Comedy
|2o|

(65)
810

11

915
Comedy
g
Beauty
for the Asking(64)
D. Ball-D. Wood
R — Jan. 28

Reissue

Reissue
Drama
[47]
Star of Midnight (90)

[17] Drama
Lost Patrol (73)
Victor McLag'en

G.

jlTj Rom. Com. Drama 987
The Three Musketeers
(72)
Ritz Bros.-Don AmecheBinnie Barnes
R— Feb.

(89)
3863

1|~6]
Was Melodrama
a Convict (62) 824
Barton MacLane
Beverly
Roberts
R— Feb. 25

918
Ijji7] Action Drama
UGunga
Din (117)
Fairbanks jr.-C. Grant
R — Feb. 4

:

Beachcomber,
The
Comedy
[jp|
Charles Laughton
Elsa
Lanchester
R — Dec. 3

Rogers-Wm.

[24] Action
Pardon
Our

Williams

11

a
| [xt] Action Dram
ICing of the Turf (87)
Adolphe Menjou
Dolores Costello
R — Feb. 18

FN372
Drama
[jg| Com.
Nancy
Drew, Reporter
(67)
B. Granville-J. Litel
R— Jan. 28

June

[~3~]
Comedy
Wife,
Husband
and
Friend
(75)
Loretta
Warner
R— Feb.

930

Young
Baxter
18

Inside
Story Drama
(61)
[jo|
Action
Michael Whalen
Jean
Rogers
R— Oct. 22

934

|~3~|
Outdoor (92)
Drama
Stagecoach
Claire Trevor
John
Wayne
R— Feb. 11

3005
Comedy
[17]
You Can’t Cheat an
Honest Man
(76)
W. C. Fields
Bergen and McCarthy
R — Feb. 25

BOXOFFICE

The Saint
Strikes Back
[jo]
Melodrama
918
(64)
Geo.
Sanders-W.
Barrie
R— Feb.
18

[24]
Drama
3024
Society Smugglers (70)
(For. Key Woman)
Preston Foster
Irene Hervey
R — Mar. 11

Comedy
|25|
Yes, My
ter (85)Darling
Priscilla Lane
Jeffrey Lynn
R— Feb. 11

24, 1939

Trouble in Sundown
(57)
R— Mar. 11
Geo. O’Brien
983
Western
g

Powell

931
Drama
Nerve (68)

Lynn Bari-G.
R — Nov. 19

[~3~| Action Drama
917
12 Crowded Hours (64)
Richard Dix
Lucille Ball
R— Feb. 18

FN357
Daugh-

|~3~] Melodrama
3029
Risky Business (78)
Geo. Murphy
Dorothea Kent
R — Mar. 11

ss (93) 932
©Little Prince
with Music
[jyj Com.Temple
Shirley
R
— Feb. 25
Richard
Greene

Prison
(79)

Without

Everybody’s Baby (62)
R — Dec.Family
3
Jones
935
Drama
[24] Comedy

Bars

Edna
|X5|BestDrama
Corlnne
Luchalre
R — Feb. 26

Spirit of Culver (90) 3014
Drama
] Cooper
[Jo
Jackie

Room
(58)
3037
a
Mystery
of dram
the White
[jy] Melo

Girls
Three
Grow Smart
Up (87)
[24] Com. with Music

Freddie
R — Mar. Bartholomew
4

R
1
B.— Apr.
Cabot-H.

Deanna
Nan
GreyDurbin
R— Mar. 25

[~Y| Action
Drama
Secret
Service
of VVB320
the
Air (61)

Kid (80)
Oklahoma
WB308
Drama
y
[jjj Outd’r
Cagne
James

Ronald Reagan
John Litel
R — Feb. 11

Rosemary

Lane

Humphrey
R— Mar. 18 Bogart

Mack

tures
of Jane
Adven
WB321
(58)
Arden
Drama
Action
|jgj
R.

Towne

R — Feb.

18

3001

kwell’s
Island (71)
RBlac
— Mar.
4
J. Garfield-R.
LaneFN361
[25] Action Drama
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21

30
[30] Action Drama
9205
North of Yukon
(64)
Chas. Starrett
Linda Winters

[31]
Drama
930
Society Lawyer ( 78 )
V. Bruce-Walter Pidgeon
R — Apr. 1

|T|
Lady

Comedy
and the Mob

Fay Bainter-Ida
Lee Bowman
R— Mar. 11

[~7~] Drama
with Music 931
Broadway
Serenade (113)
J. MacDonald-L.
Ayres
R — Apr. 8

|~5~| Melodrama
Undercover Agent
Russell Gleason
Shirley Deane

|3l|
Sudden

Comedy
Money
(62)

C. Ruggles-M.
R — Mar. 25

9013
(65)

Lupino-

3824
(56)

3829

Rambeau

[~7~| Comedy
3830
I’in From
Missouri (7 7)
Bob Burns-Gladys George
R — Mar. 25

3858
Western
|3l|
Silver on the Sage (68)
Wm.
Boyd (Hopalong)
R— Feb. 18

Western
I27]
Mexicali Rose (58)
Gene Autry
Smiley Burnette
R— Apr. 1

843

Drama
[3l|
Almost a Gentleman
J. Ellison-H. Wood
R — Mar. 11

920
(65)

First
[l2| Offenders
Drama(61) 9030
Walter Abel
Beverly
R— Mar. Roberts
11

Law
Comes to rn
Texas 9214
Weste
|xg|
(57)

|ij| From
Rom.
Kid

The Hardys Ride High
(81)
M.
Rooney-L.
Stone
R — Apr.
22

Comedy
Texas
(70) 929

D.— O’Keefe-F.
R
Apr. 8

Rice

|l2| of
Drama
Streets
New York 3802
(73)
Jackie Cooper
Marjorie Reynolds
R — Apr. 15

Never
Say Die
(80)
[14] Comedy
- Music
Bob
Hope-Martha
R
— Mar.
11

3832
Raye

[14] Melodrama
3831
Bulldog
Drummond's
Secret Police
(55)
J.

Howard

R — Apr.

Comedy
m
Affair
Love

Boyer

Comedy 934

Hi] Action
They
Made
(67)

Drama
920
Her a Spy

RSally
— Mar.Ellers-Allan
25

rama
Melod
m
Mr.
Moto
on Danger
Island (64)

937

Peter Lorre
Jean Hersholt
Amanda
Duff
R — Mar. IS

938

Back
Door
to Heaven
|2i|
Drama
3833
(85)
Wallace Ford-Aline McMahon-Patricia
Ellis
R
— Apr. 15

tucky (77)
|28|
TlieComedy
1 .ally’s Drama
From

Frontier Pony Express
|l9|
Western
854
(57)
Roy Rogers
Mary
Hart15
R
— Apr.

Street of Missing Men
|25| Action Drama
811
(65)
R—
Apr.Bickford-H.
29
Chas.
Carey

Fixer

Dugan
(68)
922
Drama
Action
Hj]
RLee
— Apr.
29
Tracy-Peggy
Shannon

Winner Take Ail (61)
|2x| Comedy
Drama
939
R — Feb.
25
Tony
Martin-Gloria
Stuart

Inspector Hornleigh
(76)
945
Melodrama
|2i|
G. Harker-Miki Hood
R — Apr. 22

LAWNAFRE.N
OERU-S

MIT SC
EL

Margaret Lindsay
R — Mar. 25

144

WB323

Streets
of the Drama
Code
[14] Action
Harry Carey
Frankie Thomas
Juanita Quigley
R — Jan. 28

m
Outd'r Drama
WB304
©Dodge
City (104)
Errol Flynn
Olivia de Havilland
R — Apr. 8

WB316
(65)
the Wind
in rama
Women
Melod
[15]
Kay Francis

Dark Victory (106)
FN354
Drama
|22|
Bette Davis

Wm.

George

R-Feb.

Joel

3835

McCrea

3019
(70)

4

Cop

Blue

Montana

Skies

(56)

844
Gene Autry-June
Western Storey
[5]
R— May
6

s

(60)

[28]
Melodrama
Tim Holt; R-Apr. 29

923

Sorority House (63)
[~5] Comedy Drama
924
R— Apr. 22
Anne
Shirley-J. Ellison

Return of the Cisco
[28] Outdoor Drama

Kid
940

(71)Baxter
R— Apr.
Warner
Bari-Henry

29

Hull

Preston
Chasing Foster
Danger (60)

Action
R[5]
— Jan.
7
Lynn Bari

Drama

;

941

Climbing High (71)
8012
Musical
|28|
J.
Matthews;
R-Apr.22

Burke

|T| Comedy-Music
Fast
Side of Heaven 3006
(88)
B. Crosby-J. Blondell
R — Apr. 15

Gargan

Raft

Union Pacific (137)
R — May 6
[5] Outdoor
Drama
Barbara
Stanwyck

(71)

Comedy
|2l] Hardy-Billie
Oliver
Harry
R— Mar.Langdon
18

Merle Oberon
Laurence Olivier
R — Apr. 1

|T| Melodrama
On Trial (62)
John Litel

1

Irene ofCastle
(92) t.nd838
Story
Vernon
|28]
Musical
R — Mar. 18
F. Astaire-G. Rogers

Zenobia

3020
(63)

3834
Ken-

Ellen
R
— Apr.Drew-George
15

Lynn

Don
Ameche-Loretta
Young-Henry
Fonda
R — Apr. 8

Wut be ring
Heights
Drama
m (103)

Comedy
HH
Family
Next Door
Hugh
Herbert
Joy Hodges
R— Apr. 15

933
Taylor

James Stephenson
RBetty
— Apr.Lynne
29

Lane

ma
Story
Alexander
[14] of Dra
Graham
Bell (97)

R — May
6
Lucky Night (82)
[5]
Comedy
Myrna Loy-Robert

R — May 6
Boys Reformatory (61)
FTankie
DarroDrama
[Y| Action
3820

YardMelodrama
(62)
Wanted
by Scotland 3829
[19]

919
Blog. Drama
pf]
Flying Irishman (73)
Douglas
Corrigan
R— Mar. 11

936
Melodrama
gl]
Hound
of the Baskervilles (80)
R. Greene- W.
Barrie
B. Rathbone
R — Apr. 1

Calling Dr. Kildare (86)
|28|
Drama
932
Lew
Ayres-Lynn
Carver
R
— Apr.
29
Lionel
Barrymore

Rookie

916

Drama
(87)

Irene Dunne-Ohas.
R — Mar. 18

m

Outside These Walls (61)
R — June 3
[4]
Drama
9031
D. Costello-M.
Whalen

8

865

Night
(58)
Western
[l2| Riders
Three
R
— Apr.Mesquiteers
8

Bill
Elliott
R
— May
27

.Spoilers of the Range (58)
9206
Chas.
Western
[27] Starrett
Iris
Meredith
R
— June
10

Big
(66) 3018
|2i| Town
Action Czar
Drama
Barton MacLane
Eve
Arden
R — Apr.
22

Brent;

R-Mar.

11

For Love
June
Lang or Money
[28] Comedy
Drama

(66)
3030

Robt.
Kent22
R — Apr.

Sweepstakes Winner (59)
FN373
yDavis
Comed
R[29]
— Apr.
22
M.
Wilson-J.

Confessions
of a Nazi
|~6] Action Drama
FN353
Edw. G.
Robinson
R —Spy
Apr. (102)
29
Lya
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MAY

A

GUIDE

TO

■

C.

9001

Wings (122) R-May
Grant-J. Arthur

20

ters
ng Daugh
9027
Missi
(58)
Drama
HU Action
Richard Arlen-Marian
Marsh
R — Apr. 29

301
Drama
HU
Exile Express (70)
Anna Sten-Alan Marshal
R — Feb. 18
[13]
Western
WI-19
Six Gun Rhythm
(57)
Tex Fletcher-J. Barclay
R — Feb. 18
(l2[ Action Drama
Tell No Tales (69)
Melvyn Douglas
Louise Platt
R — May
20

935

|2o| Action Drama
Panama
Patrol (69)
Leon Ames
Charlotte Wynters
R— Feb. 25

[l9|
It’s a

(86)

3864

HU
Western
866
Three Texas Steers (59)
The Three Mesquiteers

(61)
9024

[J1 Horizon
Adventure
Lost
(118)
reissue

1071

Ronald

Awful Truth (92) reissue
Irene
1072
Comedy
[l5| Dunne
Western

Colman

Caravans

(. . )

9207
rn
Weste
C.
Starrett-I.
Meredith
[15]

[19]
Musical
3837
Some Like It Hot (65)
Bob Hope-Shirley Ross
Gene Krupa
R — May 13

HU Outdoor Spectacle 801
Man
of Conquest (97)
R. Dix-G. Patrick
R — Apr. 15

West
Southward
Ho!ern
(58)
HU
R. Rogers- M. Hart
R — June 17

937
Bridal Suite (69)
edy
Com
(For.
Maiden
Voyage)
HU
Robt.
Annabella
R—
MayYoung27

|22| Action
Drama
Wolf
Call (65)

3813

the Plains
Across West
3855
ern (53)
[Y]
(For. Riders of the
Rio Grande)

938

Anne

|~2l Allen
Comedy
Gracie
Murder 3839
Case
(76)
Gracie Allen
R
— May William
13
Warren

Undercover
Doctor (67)
Action
3840
R[9]
— May
27 Drama
Lloyd Nolan-J, C. Naish

812

|~2~|
S. O. Action
S. Tidal Drama
Wave
RR.
— June
3
Byrd-K.
Sutton

Mountain
Illiy thm
(59)
[~9]
Western
845
Gene Autry-S. Burnette

984

Girl From
Mexico (71)
R — May
20
928
Comedy Woods
Lupe
[|] Velez-Donald

Stolen Life
(90) a
3864
Dram
HU
E. Bergner-M. Redgrave
R — Apr. 29

813
(60)

Finds

a Son ! (81)

[ie| Action Drama
RJohnny
— June Weissmuller
3
Maureen
O’Sullivan

939

Should a Girl Marry?
[7q] Melodrama
3823
(57)
(For. Girl From Nowhere)

Jack
Randall
R
— June
3

3838
Unmarried
(66)
Drama
|
[26
B.
Jones-H.
Twelvetrees
R—
May
27

The
ZeroDram
Hour a
(62)
[27]
Frieda Inescort
R— May 27

Tar ran

6,000 Enemies (61)
a
dram
Melo
n
[9]
Walter
Pidgeo
RRita
— June
3 n
Johnso

JohnMay
Carroll-Movita
R—
27

Tex Ritter
R — June 17

[l2|
Drama
3836
Hotel Imperial (89)
I. Miranda-R. Milland
R — Apr. 22

Trapped
in the
Sky
|Y| Action
Drama
J. Holt-K. DeMille

Singing1 Cowgirl (57)
YV 1-3
Dorothy
Page ern
R[31]
— June West
3

Stewart

Western
Jl8] the
Down
Wyoming
'Trail (62)

|

314

Comedy
936
Wonderful World

C. Colbert-J.
R— May 13

JUNE 17
RELEASES

JUNE 10

JUNE 3
|25| Action
Only
Angels Drama
Have

Dvorak

CURRENT

27

1 [H] Action Drama 9016
1 Blind Alley (71)
O. Morris-A.
R — Apr. 29

W

Nagel-Warren

Hull

Invitation to Happiness
R — May 20
3841
ma
DraMacMurray
HU
I.
Dunne-F.
(99)

855

f
^
Melodrama
Panama
Lady (65)
L. Ball-A. Dane
R — May 13

925

Musical
HU
Rose of Washington
Square (86)
Alice Faye
Tyrone Power
A1 Jolson

942

R— May

Racketeers of the
Range Wes
(60) tern
HU
Geo.

Come
Boy
(70)dy
HU Friend
J. Withers-A. Whelan
R — May 13

943

O’Brien;

R — May

|26]
Melodrama
The Com.
Gorilla
(66)
Ritz Bros.
R — May
27

20

944

946
wood (60)
y y Drama
in HollyFamil
Jones
[2] Comed
Jed Prouty

Girl and

the Gambler

Melodram
Dove)a
R[le]
— (For.
June The
10
S. Duna-L.
Carrillo

Young Mr. Lincoln
Drama
[9] Fonda
Henry
Marjorie
Weaver
R
— June 10

(101)
947

R
— May Deane
27
Shirley

(62)
926

Charlie Chan in Reno
(71)
R — June 3
S.
Toler-Phyllis
Brooks948
Melodrama
HU

13

Captain Fury (90)
on Drama
Acti
HU
Victor
McLaglen- June
Lang-Brian
R — May 13 Aherne

Man
in the Iron
(. .)
Louis Hayward
Joan Bennett
HU

HU
Action (72)
Drama
3010
Ex-Champ
Victor McBaglen
Nan Grey-Tom
Brown
R — May
20

[~2~| Action Drama
3040
Inside Information (62)

They
Asked Drama
for It 3040
(61)
HU Action
B. Lundigan-J. Hodges

RJune
— June
10
Lang-Dick

Foran

My
Man
Godfrey Reissue
(93)
[2]
Comedy
Wm.

HU Action Drama

WB322

Torchy Runs for
(60)
Glenda Farrell
Barton MacLane
R — April 1

Mayor

[20] Action Drama
FN364
You Can’t Get Away
With Murder (78)

[27] Action
Drama
FN374
Code
of the
Secret
Service (62)

H. Bogart-Gale
R — Jan. 28

R.
R — Reagan-R.
May 13

Page

Towne

I

Powell-C.

Lombard

Man
Who
Dared
[3] Comedy
Drama (60)
FN375
(For. I Am
Not
Jane Bryan
Chas. Grapewin
R — April 8

Afraid)

|~2~|Nineties
Comedy
Gay
(64)

Astor

The Sun Never Sets
Doug
Fairbanks jr.
R
— June
10Drama
]
[9
Virginia
Field

:: June

24, 1939

Adventure

(94)

[~2~1
Mystery
Old Dark
House Reissue
(71)

Juarez (127)
[io| Hist. Drama
Paul Muni
Bette Davis
Brian
Aherne
R
— April
29

YVB301

[~9~| Western
Astor
Tumbleweeds
(82), reissue
Wm.
S. Hart

(69)
Shooter
Drew,
Nancy

Everything
(60)

Is

Trouble

ma

M-Dra
HU Com. Granville
Bonita
John Litel

Harry
HU
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Mask

WB324

Rhythm

Roy-Princess
Musical

r
Asto
Pearl

APRIL,

Booking Bkatt
A

JUNE

|o| Action
Clouds Over

GUIDE

TO

24

JULY

9012
Drama
Europe (79)

(Form. “Q" Planes)
L. Olivier-V. Hobson
R — June 10

P
Comedy
Maisie (74)
Ann
Sothern
Robert Young;
R — June 17

W

940

CURRENT

1

(. . )

|30| Girls
Comedy
Good
Go to
Joan Blondell
Melvyn Douglas

Paris

M

W

7
14
31
38

1
3
3
4
5
6
8
9 10 11 13 13
15 16 17 18 19 30
33 33 34 35 36 37
39 30

8

JULY

941
(. . )

F

S

S

MAY.

1940

T

T

M

W

JUNE,
F

S

A Woman
Is the
Rochelle Hudson

[~7~|
Drama
On Borrowed
Time
Lionel Barrymore
Bobs Watson

(. . )

They All Come
Rita Johnson
[li]
Drama
Tom
Neal

Judge

M

T

W

1940
T

F

S

1

3
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11 13 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22

36 37 38 39 30 31

23 24 25
30

JULY

Man
From
Sundown
(. . )
9208
Western
fl5|
Charles Starrett
Iris Meredith

S

13
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11
13 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 30 31 33 33 34 35

15

Otto Kruger-F.
Drama
[iq]

ma
Dra
|3p|
Stronger
Than Desire
Virginia Bruce
Walter Pidgeon

T

RELEASES

JULY

Parents
on
Trial
|29]
Drama
Jean Parker
Johnny Downs

T

1940

S

26 27

JULY

22

Blondie Takes a
(. .)
Penny Singleton
Comedy
P
Arthur
Lake

28 29

Vacation

29

Escape From
Alcatraz
P (..) Action
Brian
Donlevy Drama
Jacqueline

Wells

Inescort

Out

(. . )

Andy
Hardy
Fever
( . . ) Gets
Mickey

P
Lewis

Robert
Miracles Young
for Sale ( . . )

1j

Florence Rice
Henry Hull

!

Spring

Rooney
Comedy
Stone

Goodbye, Mr. Chips
Drama
Robert Donat
P

n Drama
|Y|
(. . )
Pilot
Stunt Actio
John Trent
Marjorie Reynolds

Man
From
Tex Ritter

3814

Texas

Western

^

(. . )
3865

Drama

p

Bride

p|
Melodrama
3842
Grand Jury Secrets (68)
J. Howard-G.
Patrick
R — May 20

|~7~j
Musical
3845
Man About
Town
(85)
Jack Benny
Dorothy Lamour
R — June 17

P
Western
3843
Heritage of Desert (73)
D. Woods-E.
Venable
R— Mar. 25
P
Western
856
In Old Caliente (61)
Roy
Rogers-Mary
Hart

Million Dollar Legs ( . . )
|ji| Com. with Music
Betty Grable
Jackie Coogan

Magnificent

Fraud

(. . )

Akim Actio
Tamiroff-L.
n Drama Nolan
[21]
Patricia
Morison

(. . )

|30|
Melodrama
Bulldog
Drummond’s 3844
John
Howard
Heather Angel
Island of Lost Men
Anna
May Wong

[T|
Musical aComedy
She Married
Cop ( . . )
Phil

Regan-Jean

Parker

(114)

(. . )

[~7~|
Drama
Mickey, the Kid ( . . )
Bruce Cabot-Tommy
Ryan
Drama

p

867
Western
p
Wyoming
Outlaw (..)
Three Mesquiteers

I
P
Drama
927
Five Came
Back (75)
Chester Morris
Wendy
Barrie
R — June 10

|3p] Mystery Drama
929
Saint in London
(. . )
Geo. Sanders
Sally Grey
[30]
Timber

Career
(. . )
[~7~| Melodrama
Anne Shirley
Edw. Ellis

930
Way
Bob
P

Down
South ( . . )
947
Musical
Breen-Alan
Mowbray

Spellbinder

(. . )

Lee Tracy-Barbara
931
Melodrama Read
|28|

Western (..)985
Stampede

Geo. O’Brien
Marjorie Reynolds
[23] Com. Drama
954
Susannah, of the Mounties (78)
Shirley Temple
Randolph Scott
R — June 17

P
Comedy
Drama
950
It Could Happen to You
(72)
Stuart Erwin
Gloria Stuart
R — June 3

|~7~| Melodrama
952
Mr. Moto
tion (65)Takes a Vaca-

Second

P.
R — Lorre-V.
Nov. 19

Musical
Sonja
^4] Henie
Tyrone Power

Field

Fiddle

(. . )
949

(. .) Is Made
News
at Night
p
Action Drama
953

Frontier

Preston Foster
Lynn Ba.ri

Randolph
Scott
r Drama
[28] Outdoo
Binnie
Barnes

Marshal

(..)
951

Ware Case, The (72)
p
Mystery Drama
8014
Clive Brook-Jane Baxter

Winter
Carnival
Ann
Sheridan
Richard Carlson

p

[30] Melodrama
House of Fear (66)
William Gargan
Irene Hervey
R — May
20

3038

[~7~|
Comedy
Cnexpected Father ( . . )
(For. Sandy Takes a Bow)
Baby

Sandy-Mischa

Auer

I

Stole

a

Million

(. . )

George Raft
Drama
[14] Trevor
Claire

Hawaiian

|2i|

Holiday

(..)

Comedy

(. . )

Musical

ELWLAA
RNNEES-O
FU. S.

[~7~|
Drama
Forgotten Woman
(. . )
Sigrid Gurie-Don. Briggs

[T] Com. But
-Music
WB311
Naughty
Nice
(90)
Ann Sheridan
Dick Powell
R — June 10

p Action
Drama(81)WB312
Hell’s
Kitchen
Dead End
Kids
Margaret Lindsay

Waterf
rent Drama
(59)
p
Action
Denis Morgan
Gloria

Dickson

WB325

(107)
Daughters
Courageous
FN360
Drama
[22]
Lane Sisters
John Garfield

Cowboy Quarterback ( . . )
Bert Wheeler
FN366
Comedy
P
Gloria Dickson

MISC

P
Action Drama
FN363
Kid From
Kokomo
(92)
Wayne
Morris
Joan Blondell
R— May 27

P
Melodrama
U-67 (65)
Allan Hale

Astor

[~2~|
Drama
Out
of Singapore
Noah

Beery-M.

Astor
(74)

Love

1
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Manpower shortage — ad rationing — all kinds
of extra wartime effort — have put terrific pressure on the nation’s showmen.
To relieve the strain, as an industry welfare
measure, Paramount invites you and the entire
exhibition personnel of this business to take
twenty minutes time out to laugh your head off.
Whether or not you are in the market for a new
short series, catch a screening of the two latest

PUPPETOONS
"Jasper’s Boobytraps"
"Hatful
of Dreams"
IN TECH COLOR

We’ll match them on a laugh-per-minute basis
against the funniest feature ever filmed.

They prove how right you were in voting
Puppetoons the best short series of the year in
Boxoffice Barometer’s Poll.
See them — absolutely without
just for fun.

obligation —

Paramount

THE

BIG SHOOTS

SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT.

THEATRES.

@Lea%ina 4jouie

SERVICES

Classified Ads 10c Per Word, Payable in Advance.
GENERAL

EQUIPMENT

USED

DUO "SOUND MASTER”
sound heads
with the gyro-stabilizer. Amplifiers with
copper oxide rectified DC exciter supply.
Speakers. Two-way horn systems. If not
at your dealers, write us. The rat, t, an.
TYNE

Co., 222 No. 16th St„ Omaha,

TIME

IS

MONEY — SAVE

BOTH

Neb.

3

Air Conditioning— MAGIC WEATHER—
100% performance. 1,000% customer satisfaction: silent operation; low first cost:
low operating cost. Write for testimonial
folder and prices. The BALLANTYNE
CO..
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

DUO “SOUND MASTER”— The Golden
Voice of the Silver Screen. New low cost
economy and junior models. If not at
your dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
Co., 222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

2 SIMPLEX REBUILT PROJECTORS—
point pedestals, single bearing move-

ments; front shutters; 2,000' magazines,
including a pair Strong low intensity arc
lamps with 15 amp Strong rectifiers. Valued
$950.00. Bargain price — $510.00. Will allow
free trial. Virgil Case, 4619 S. Ashland,
Chicago.
USED EQUIPMENT
WANTED— We buy
and sell — chairs, sound heads, lamps, projectors. Let us make you an offer. STANLEY THEATRE SUPPLY
CO., 1235 S.
Wabash Ave., Chicago, Illinois.

“LIGHT MASTER”
super low intensity projection lamps. More light at no
increase in operating cost. If not at your
dealers, write us. The BALLANTYNE
CO.,
222 No. 16th St., Omaha, Neb.

SALE, TRADE OR RENT: Practically new 35mm DeVry sound equipment.
Complete portable unit, including booth,
carrying cases, etc. $750.00. B-1135, Boxoffice, 4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
1

16" OSCILLATING FANS, ONLY $12.95.
110 volts A.C., adjustable base, optional
wall mounting. Two speed switch, 8' cord,
durable finish, quiet operating. Rush order
to S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

AIR CONDITIONING
PRICES

on

new

and

slightly used air conditioning units, air
filters, washers, blowers, compressors
'refrigeration), cooling coils, heating coils,
motors, pumps, stokers. Cash or deferred
payments on approved credit. Write us
your requirements. Conditioned Air Co.,
926 N. Cass St., Milwaukee, Wis.
MONEY

TALKS!

We

offer silent Multi-

blade rotor blowers — size 12", $17.00; size
18", $31.50; size 24", $52.50; size 30",
$125.00. We manufacture all sizes of washers and pad systems. Get our prices before
you buy. Peterson “Freezem” Mfg. & Sales
Co , Victor 4075, 316 Southwest Blvd.,
Kansas City, Mo.
BUY A BLOWER
FOR
LOW
COST
COOLING!
Direct-Shot blowers, $39.50
up! Grills, diffusers, $8.00 up. Roto-Mist
spray nozzles, 67c each. Free bulletin.
S.O.S. Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

BOXOFFICE

:: June 24, 1939

USED

LARGE

SOUND

WANTED — Used type SP Simplex portable projector with arc lamp. Wire, giving
cash price with examination privilege. Hall
Industries Theatres, Beeville, Texas.

THEATRE

1235

LEASE OR RENT Theatre, central or
northern Florida. State details. B-1125,
Boxoffice. 4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City,
Mo.

HELP
OPERATORS

4,000 used American,

Ave., Chi-

Heywood

and Ir-

700 SPRING CUSHIONED;
500 veneer;
1,600 new veneer seat bottoms; 300 spring
cushions. Reasonable. Jesse M. Cole, 620
Surf St., Chicago, 111.
OPERA CHAIRS — Rebuilt like new. We
also build new cushions and backs to fit
present standards.
rials guaranteed. Terms

HERE’S CHAIRS FOR YOU ALL. 17,452 good used seats, 75c up. Greatest assortment, famous makes, reconstructed, refinished. Photographs, prices free. S.O.S.
Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

every
518

WANTED

PROJECTIONIST — 9 years’ experience
on all types of equipment. Sign writer.
Excellent references; go anywhere. PROJECTIONIST, 504 W. Washington, Versailles, Mo.

RAINBOW

MIST

ARTIFICIAL LEATHER
MOLESKIN—
81c per yd.; Sateen. 60c yd. Six seats
from two yards. Samples on request.
Commercialeather. 116 Merrimac St.. Boston.

NOZZLES
Spray

Nozzles,

water

broken

to the finest spray possible; foolproof. Lots of 100 or more, 32c. Silent
steel rotor blowers and washed air units.
Dealers Wanted. G. A. Peterson, Victor
4075, 316 Southwest Blvd., Kansas City,
Mo.

THEATRE

TICKETS

UNEXCELLED
QUALITY— 50 rolls stock
tickets, $12.50; 20 rolls, $5.80; 100,000 special printed rolls or machine tickets,
$14.90. Shipping charges paid to 1,000
miles. Cash with order. Kansas City Ticket
Co., Dept. B. 1717 Wyandotte St.. Kansas
City, Mo.

SCREEN
SCREEN WHEEL,
shows full hundred

GAMES
electrically operated;
numbers on screen;

perfected. Reasonable. Good for any theatre game. Beautifully colored. Write
STANDIFORD
ACCESSORIES,
1973 S.
Vermont Ave., Los Angeles.

BINGO

RECOVERING

9

(Experienced);

PROJECTIONIST — 7 years’ experience.
Assistant manager for 3 years. Any equipment; go anywhere. B-1134, Boxoffice,
4804 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

Work and mateto suit. Also for

sale, all types of reconditioned used theatre chairs. Ben B. Poblocki & Sons Co.,
2159 Kinnickinnic Avenue, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.

SEAT

—

POSITIONS

win chairs with upholstered spring-cushion seats; excellent condition; priced very
reasonable. Cinema Seating Co., 4431 N.
Kimball, Chicago, 111.

your

WANTED

state, movie circuits — car needed.
State Theatre, Pittsburgh, Pa.

SPRAY

S. Wabash

SALE

THEATRE
FOR
SALE — In Southern
city. This ad directed to party wanting
profitable going business and able to pay
$30,000 cash. B-1133, Boxoffice, 4804 E.
9th St., Kansas City.

CHAIRS

USED CHAIRS — All sized lots; all prices.
Eig bargains. Repair and replace parts for
all makes chairs. STANLEY
THEATRE
SUPPLY CO.,
cago, Illinois.

FOR

•

WHITE

SCREEN — Used ten days only at Princess,
Chicago. Originally cost $65.00. Bargain
price — $22.00. First $5.00 deposit gets it.
Will allow examination. Oak Storage Co.,
Armitage & Western, Chicago.

DUO

ATTRACTIVE

THEATRES

FOR

EQUIPMENT

$1.00, Display Rates on Request

EQUIPMENT

AT

S.O.S. — New easy time payment plan available on quality theatre equipment. Take
advantage of our low prices. Write S.O.S.
Cinema Supply Corp., New York.

NEW

Minimum

Write

CARDS

$2.00 Per Thousand

today ior sample card and
complete information.
BOX 1100. ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS
4704 East Ninth St., Kansas City, Mo.

Address copy to liOXOIFICK,
4804 K. Ninth St., Kansas City,
F onns close Monday
noon preceding publication date.

Mo.

THE

BEST
SELLER
W THE BUSINESS

THE BEST SEAT SELLER IN THE
BUSINESS IS THE NATIONAL
SCREEN TRAILER. IT REACHES
MORE PEOPLE . IT COSTS LESS
PER SEAT SOLD. IT IS FORCEFUL
DRAMATIC . . .STREAMLINED.
NOTHING COMPARES WITH
THE NATIONAL

SCREEN

TRAILER

FOR LOW-COST, HIGH -POWER
THEATRE
ADVERTISING.
JlflTIOnflL
H

^SERVICE
PRIZE

BRBU

OF THE

IflDUBTRy

IT SELLS

SEATS!

.
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